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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION 

THIS book was first published in 1926. In the second 
edition some corrections have been made in · the 
translation, and a few alterations and additions 
elsewhere. 

I may be allowed to record that my text has 
received unexpected support from the theory of 
clausulae in Greek prose set out by W. H. Shewring 
in the Classical Quarterly, xxv. 12. Besides more 
oratorical writings, Aristotle's Ethics comes under 
Mr She,vring's purview, and he tabulates the forms 
of sentence-endings most frequently used in it (em
ploying the textus receptus). An application of Mr 
Shewring's rules to my text (see Classical Quarterly, 
xxv. 211) shows that all but one or two of my con
jectural emendations conform to these rules, and 
substitute either a good clausula for a bad one or 
one good one for another, although I was thinking 
not of rhythm but solely of grammar, sense and style. 
An examination of the places where I have accepted 
the conjectures of others or preferred one MS. reading 
to another gives similarly satisfactory results. 

I find it necessary to explain that the translation 
was designed to serve as an assistance to readers of 
the Greek; it is therefore as interpretative as I was 
able to make it without its becoming a mere para-
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phrase. Had I been working for those desirous of 
studying Aristotle without reading Greek, my 
method would have been different : I should have 
aimed at an entirely non-committal version, re
producing the Greek as closely as possible, keeping 
the abbreviations, omissions, ambiguities and ob
scurities that seem to be observable in some of its 
sentences, and so providing an English text to 
accompany the study of the valuable commentaries 
on the treatise that are available. 

H. R. 





LIFE OF ARISTOTLE 

ARISTOTLE's life is known to us in some detail from 
various sources, the chief being the Lives of th~ 
Philosophers by Diogenes of Laerte. He was born 
in 884 ·B.c. at Stageirus on the Gulf of the Strymon, 
and though he lived half his life at Athens he re
mained a citizen of that little colony in the North. 
His father was an hereditary member of the medical 
profession, and physician to King Amyntas II. of 
Macedon. At the age of seventeen Aristotle went 
for higher education to Athens. There this ' young 
son of a doctor from the colonies ' became a pupil of 
Plato ; and he was a member of the Academy for 
twenty years, till the founder's death. Plato called 
him ' the mind of the School.' Aristotle's debt to 
his master was very great ; although in natural 
science he went far beyond him-his interest in 
biology he may have inherited from his father,-in 
philosophy he built on Plato's foundations. He 
assumes in his readers a knowledge of Plato's 
writings ; and if he only mentions him to differ from 

xiii 
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him, the spirit in which he differs can be seen in a 
well-known passage in the Ethics.a 

When Speusippus succeeded Plato as head of the 
Academy, Aristotle left Athens. For three years 
he lived with his friend and former fellow-student, 
Hermeias, once a siave, then a banker, and now 
'tyrant' .of Atarneus and Assos in Mysia; whose 
niece he married. Hermeias falling into the hands 
of the Persians, Aristotle took refuge in the neigh
bouring island of Lesbos, but was afterwards invited 
by King Philip to return to Macedon and undertake 
the education of the crown-prince, now thirteen years 
old. According to Plutarch, Alexander revered his 
tutor no less than his father, declaring (in Aristotelian 
phrase) that ' to the one he owed life, to the other 
the good life.' Aristotle's influence may be traced 
in the conqueror's respect for Greece and his love 
of Hellenic culture, though not in his design to fuse 
Greek and barbaria11 as equals under his empire. 
Both Philip and Alexander supplied the philosopher 
with endowment.; and Alexander placed the hunters, 
fowlers, fispermen, and stock-keepers of the empire 
under his v orders to assist his zoological studies, 
though it must be said that Aristotle's works show 
little acquaintance with the fauna of the East. 

Alexander became regent of Macedon at the age 
of sixteen, when Philip was making war on Byzan• 

• I. vi. 1. The sentence, itself copied from Plato, became 
proverbial, and in the form ... 4.micus Plato sed magis amica 
(or sed maior) veritas floated down the ages to Don Quixote, 
Mr. Shandy and Mr. Micawber. Bacon misrepresented the 
position when he wrote 'Aristotle, as though he had been 
of the race of the Ottomans, thought he could not reign 
except the first thing he did he killed all his brethren.' 

xiv 
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tium. Stageirus had been destroyed by Philip in the 
Olynthian war, but Aristotle had been permitted 
to restore it, and there he now retired. But when 
Alexander succeeded to his father's throne in 336 B.c., 
Aristotle again settled at Athens. He now definitely 
broke away from the Academy, of which Xenocrates 
had become head, and set up as a teacher in the 
Lyceum. This was a precinct with colonnades and 
shrines, sacred to Apollo and the Muses, just outside 
the city ; its walks, in which the master taught his 
pupils, gave the new school Its name of Peripatetic. 
Here he instituted a sort of collegiate life, besides 
forming a large library and a museum of natural 
history. 

This fourth and culminating period of Aristotle's 
life, his professorship at Athens, lasted twelve years. 
In 322 B.c. the sudden death of Alexander was 
followed by a· Greek revolt, in which Athens took the 
lead. Aristotle, an alien, a protege of the court, 
a friend of the viceroy Anti pater, and a critic of 
democracy, was marked out to be a victim of anti
Macedonian feeling. The attack, like that against 
Socrates before, took the form of a prosecution for 
impiety. Declaring that he would not let Athens 
' sin twice against philosophy,' Aristotle withdrew 
to the Macedonian stronghold of Chalcis, where he 
had property ; and there within a year he died. 
His will, preserved by Diogenes, names Antipater 
as chief executor, and makes minute provision for 
his family and his slaves, some of whom are to be 
rewarded with freedom. 
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ARISTOTLE's WoRKS 

Aristotle's writings fell into two groups. One 
consisted of more or less popular works a on philo
sophical subjects, many of them in dialogue form, 
which were published ( eKoeoop.evot A.6yot) ; the other 
of SCientific treatises ( aKpoaTLKOt AO)'Ot), recording 
for his students his oral teaching, and kept in the 
library of the school. The former group is entirely 
lost, unless the treatise on the Constitution of Athens, 
rediscovered in 1890, be held to belong to it ; but 
it is to these books that Cicero and Quintilian 1nust 
be referring when they speak of the charm and flow 
of Aristotle's style, since those qualities are for the 
most part not to be found in his extant works. These 
are not books at all; each is a collection of separate 
discourses on different parts of some subject, loosely 
put together to form a treatise on the \vhole. The 
transitional passages, summing up what has been 
said or outlining what is to come, are often inaccurate, 
and some of the cross references are hard to trace. 
The style is uneven ; some chapters may consist of 
little more than outlines of the argument, in others 
it is completely but baldly set out ; while other 
passages again are written in a copious and even 
eloquent form. Cicero b refers to Aristotle's writings 
as commentarii, notes ; and their nature is best ex
plained by supposing that they are drafts of his 
courses of lectures, put together by himself or more 

0 These are doubtless to be reckoned among the €~w
TEptKol X6')'oL referred to in Aristotle's extant works, though 
that term seems to include the discourses of other philo
sophers as well. See note on x. xiii. 9. 

" De finibw v. 12. 
:m 
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probably by his pupils to form treatises on the various 
departments of philosophy and science, and pre
served in his school as an encyclopaedia for the use 
of students. Not only the style but occasional illus
trations and allusions suggest the lecturer ; indeed, 
they enabled Henry Jackson, in an entertaining 
paper,a to reconstruct for us Aristotle's lecture-room, 
with its pupils, furniture and apparatus, and even the 
busts and pictures that adorned it. 

His ETHICAL TREATISES 

The Aristotelian Corpus contains three complete 
treatises on moral science, the Nicomachean Ethics, 
the Eudemian Ethics, and the Magna Moralia. Nico
machus was Aristotle's son, and is mentioned as a 
minor in his will; he fell in battle while still young. 
Eudemus was the pupil who adhered most closely to 
the master's teaching .. They may have been the 
editors of the works that bear their names ; though 
the early commentator Porphyry speaks of these as 
'dedicated to' Nicomachus and Eudemus.b In any 
case, no one questions that the Nicomachean Ethics is 
the authoritative statement of Aristotle's system. 
The Ettdemian may perhaps be regarded as an earlier 
course of lectures, giving his views in a less mature 
form. c The Great Ethics is a shorter course, probably 

• Journal of Philology, No. 70. 
b Cieero l.c. says that the Nicomacltean is attributed to 

Aristotle himself, but may well be by his son. 
c Burnet, E.,ssays and Addresses, p. 294, thinks that this 

has now been conclusively proved by Jaeger. The same 
order of the three treatises is upheld by A. Mansion (Rev. 
Neo-Scol. de Philosophie, 1931), but Stocks in the Oxford 
Translation of Aristotle, vol. ix., argues that the Eudemian 
is the later, and after Aristotle. 
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compiled by a Peripatetic of the next generation, 
and based partly on the Nicomackean but chiefly on 
the Eudemian. a 

THE NxcoMACHEAN-EunEMIAN BooKs 

A curious problem is raised by the fact that Books 
V.-VII. of the Nicomackean Ethics belong also to the 
Eudemian; or so it is stated in the Mss. of the latter, 
which omit this part of the treatise and refer the 
reader to the other work. The natural inference is 
that Aristotle left only one course of lectures on these 
portions of the subject. It is true that the amphi
bious Books fit somewhat loosely into the general 
argument of the Nicomachean Ethics, and it has been 
held t~at they really belong to the Eudemian, the 
corresponding parts of the Nicomachean having been 
lost. Recent opinion on· the other hand has inclined 
to assign them to ~he Nicomachean, and to suppose 
the loss of three Books of the Eudemian ; some 
passages in the other Eudemian Books seem to point 
to a different treatment of the topics of the doubtful 
Books, and so does the handling of these topics in the 
Magna Moralia. But the uncertainty of arguments 
of this nature is shown by what has been said above 
about the loose construction of the Aristotelian 
treatises in general. We have no option but to 
accept Books V .-VII. as Aristotle's considered doctrine 
on the topics of which they treat, except in so far as 
they are modified by other parts of the work. 

a Von Arnim, Eudemisch8 Ethik und M8taphysik, putl 
the Great Ethics first. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF SciENCES 

Aristotle's conception of Ethic)t is based on a 
technicality that he inherits from Plato, the division 
of Science into Theoretic and Practical. Theoretic 
Science is prompted by intellectual curiosity, and 
aims at knowledge for its own sake ; Practical 
Science is pursued for the guidance of life, and seeks 
knowledge only as a means to action. Theoretic 
Science studies that part of the universe of things 
which is unchanging-the Deity, the fixed stars, the 
fundamental principles of being, the laws of mathe
matics-together with such mutable things as ' have 
their source of change within them,' in so far as-that 
change is necessary, and obeys a natural law of 
growth and decay. Practical Science studies things 
that ' have their source of change in something else,' 
that 'can be otherwise'; and it aims at 'devising 
rules for successful intervention in the course of 
events, to produce results which but for our inter
vention would not have come about ' (Taylor). 

ETHICS AND PRACTICAL SciENCE 

Within this latter field, the place of ethical science 
Is partly indicated in the opening chapters of the 
Nicomachean Ethics. The Practical Sciences or Arts 
are themselves subdivided into the Sciences of making 
and the Sciences of doing. The former aim at some 
product or result; of the latter their own exercise is 
the End. The former, the ' Poietic ' or Productive 
Sciences, include the professions and handicrafts ; on 

xix 
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two of the most important of these sciences Aristotle 
wrote treatises, the Rhetoric and the Poetics. Those 
of the latter group, called Practical Sciences in a 
narrower sense of the term, comprise such arts a as 
dancing, which are pursued for their own sake. 

Now there is one supreme Practical Science, the 
Science of man's Good or Happiness. It is' practical' 
both in the wider and the narrower sense; for (a) it 
studies not merely what Happiness is, but how it is 
to be achieved, and (b) Happiness is not a product of 
action, but itself consists in activity of a certain sort : 
it is a mode of life. This master-science includes 
within itself, or controls for its own uses, all the other 
and special Practical Sciences, both those that do 
things and those that make things ; for all the arts, 
crafts, professions, and studies aim in some sub
sidiary or departmental way at the welfare of man. 

ETHics A DEPARTMENT oF PoLITIKE 

But man, in Aristotle's zoology, is the political 
animal ; the human race is a gregarious species that 
lives in communities designed for the sake not of life 
alone but of the good life-the communities which, 
in their highest form then known, the Greeks entitled 
Cities. This supreme Practical Science therefore, 
the Science of human affairs (N.E. x. ix. 22), is styled 
in the introductory chapters of the work the Science 
of Politics; for if man's Happiness is a certain mode 
of life, his mode of life is shaped for him by his 

• It must be noted, however, that in Bk. VI. c. iv. the 
term ' art' or craft is confined to the former group, the 
Productive Sciences. 
XX 
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social environment, by the laws, customs and institu
tions of the community to which he belongs. A social 
being can only achieve his good in society, and in 
a society rightly organized for his welfare. The 
Science of Politics therefore has to discover, first, 
in what mode of life man's happiness consists, next, 
by what form of government and social institutions 
that mode of life can be secured for him. The first 
question is to be decided by a study of man's etho8 
or character; this occupies the Nicomachean Ethics. 
The second requires an investigation of the right 
constitution of the State ; this is carried out in the 
Politics, which purports to be a sequel to the Ethics, 
or the second half of a single treatise, although it 
bears the title which in the introduction has been 
given to the subject as a whole. 

THE NicoMACHEAN ETHics : ·OuTLINE OF CoNTENTS 

A brief outline of the contents of the Ethics will 
show it to be, like most of Aristotle's extant works, 
a compilation of several separate logoi or discourses, 
somewhat loosely worked up into a complete treatise. 

Book I. defines the subject as the study of human 
welfare or Happiness, which is the supreme End or 
aim of conduct. This is found to consist in the active 
exercise of the various excellences or virtues of 
man's nature, or rather of the highest one among 
them. A review of the Virtues is led up to by a 
brief excursus on Psychology (I. xiii.) ; the human 
Soul is shown to include two parts beside the purely 
animal vital faculties : these are the Rational 
Intellect and the Character, which experiences the 

xxi 
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passions and appetites, but which is capable of 
obedience to reason. The human virtues thus fall 
into two classes, Intellectual and Moral. 

Book II. defines Moral Virtue as a certain ' habit ' 
or state of the will ; it is a fixed disposition to observe 
the mean--to feel or do not too much and not too 
little-in the various departments of conduct. A 
list (c. vii.) of the separate Moral Virtues, and of the 
Vices of excess and defect corresponding to each, 
serves as a table of contents to Books III. and IV., 
in which each of the Virtues and graces of character 
is examined in detail, and shown to be a form of 
moderation in conduct. This detailed treatment of 
the Virtues is prefaced (III. i.-v.) by an excursus on 
the Freedom of the Will ; it is ascertained what 
constitutes a voluntary act, for which the agent is 
morally responsible. 

So far the treatise hangs together well enough. 
But the three following books, the ones which belong 
also to the Eudemian Ethics, are more disconnected. 
Book V. consists of·an independent essay on Justice, 
which clearly could not be omitted in a review of the 
Moral Virtues, but which was not included in the list 
of Book II. c. vii., and which is with difficulty accom
modated to the formula of the Mean. 

Book VI. passes to the Intellectual Virtues. Here 
the fullest treatment is given to Prudence or Practical 
Wisdom, which as determining the Mean supplies an 
essential factor to the Moral Virtues. The higher 
mental excellence of Theoretic or Speculative 
Wisdom is more scantily described, and is not 
explicitly shown to be the highest of the Virtues, 
as the general argument of the treatise requires. 

Book VII. is a disconnected appendix to the section 

xxii· 
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on Moral Virtue. It deals with Weakness of Will, 
as a state of character intermediate between the 
virtue of Temperance and the vice of Profligacy. 
The subject is treated without reference to the 
related passages, those on Voluntariness and on 
Temperance as a virtue lying between two vices, in 
Book III. Failure of will being due to the tempta
tion of pleasure, Book VII. ends with an excursus on 
Pleasure, refuting the view that it is essentiallr evil, 
and defining it as the ' unimpeded activity of a 
natural faculty. 

Books VIII. and IX., a fifth of the whole work, 
form an essay on Friendship (Friendliness or Amia
bility having figured in Book II. c. vii. and Book IV. 
c. vi. as one of the minor graces of character). The 
term is extended to include the mutual regard 
accompanying any social relationship. This section 
of the treatise serves to correct the mainly egoistic 
or self-regarding nature o( the remainder; it is 
related to the general theme by showing both that 
friends are a necessary means to some virtuous 
activities, and that friendship forms a part of the 
End, since it enlarges the life of the individual by his 
sympathetic consciousness of the virtuous activities 
of his friends. 

Book X. begins with a second and unconnected 
excursus on Pleasure ; this is now more accurately 
analysed as a concomitant and completion of activity, 
thus being brought into relation (though by no means 
clearly) with the End. 

Then follows the conclusion of the whole argument : 
as Speculative Wisdom is the highest of the Virtues, 
Happiness e~ definitione consists in the activity in 
which it is manifested, and this activity is Theoria, the 

... 
T"DP 
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disinterested contemplation of truth. Of this activity 
man is capable in virtue of something divine in his 
nature ; and in the brief periods when he can 
attain to it he approximates to the life of the Deity. 
Because of his humanity, he must also engage in 
the life of moral action among his fellow-men ; but 
this affords Happiness only in a secondary degree. 
Thought is the highest form of Action ; and man's 
End and aim is to rise as often and as long as he can 
to the activity of Thought. We may infer that it 
is the business of Politics (though this is nowhere 
stated) so to organize the State that as many of the 
citizens as possible may be fitted by nature and 
education, and enabled by circumstances, to attain 
this End. 

ARISTOTLE's ETHICAL METHOD 

That Ethics differs froiQ pure Science in introdu
cing the consideration of values, or in studying \vhat 
ought to be and not merely what is, will be admitted. 
How far this difference is adequately conveyed by 
Aristotle's conception of a Practical Science, and 
whether that conception is entirely free from con
fusion of thought, this is not the place to enquire. It 
may however be pointed out that this conception of 
the subject has a great influence on the method of its 
investigation. Ethics, Aristotle holds, dealing as it 
does with the contingent, with ' things which may be 
otherwise,' is not an exact science. Its conclusions 
will have only a general and not a universal validity ; 
for its reasonings cannot achieve rigid demonstra
tion. He insists more than once that the method of 
Ethics is inductive, and his actual procedure consists 
mv 
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largely in an appeal to common sense ; his favourite 
mode of approach is to propound the chief opinions 
current among philosophers and men in general on 
the topics in hand, to ascertain the degree in which 
they are inconsistent with one another, to prune 
away this inconsistent fringe, and to leave standing 
that residuum of truth which is found to be common to 
the opinions examined ; and he constantly tests his 
results by the general moral judgement of his age 
and country, as evidenced by proverbs and quota
tions, by the forms of language, and by the accepted 
terms of praise and censure. The work is addressed 
to the educated layman, and not to professed philo
sophers only ; it is not ostensibly based on the 
fundamental principles of Aristotle's philosophy
for example, at the end of Book I. he is content 
with the crude psychology of the Academy, and 
ignores the more scientific teaching of his own 
De anima : and considerable parts of the treatise, 
such as chapters x. and xi. of the same Book, are 
popular in form and 'inconclusive in result. 

But it would be wrong to imply either that his 
work consisted simply in reducing to a system the 
common moral code of his age and race, or that he 
regarded his results as merely tentative. The salient 
points and main conclusions of his argument-the 
formal definition of Happiness, the quasi-mathe
matical analysis of Moral Virtue as an observance of 
the Mean, the identification of that highest activity 
in which Happiness by definition consists with the 
exercise of pure thought-are undoubtedly put 
for,vard as truths of absolute validity ; and the trains 
of reasoning by which they are led up to are largely 
a priori. Nor is Aristotle's Ethic in reality detached 
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from his general system of philosophy. To mention 
important instances, the content of Theoria or the 
contemplative activity, the nature of the divine life 
to which that activity approximates, and the rela
tion of man to the Deity which that approximation 
involves, are all matters which bring morals into 
relation with metaphysics, and upon which his views 
can only be fully discovered by the study of his other 
writings. And the general procedure of this treatise 
is not unaffected by the technicalities of his scientific 
thought. In particular, the whole texture is coloured 
by the philosopher's teleological view of nature and 
of life. It is this that prompts him to base his 
theory of human conduct on the conception of the 
Telos or End ; and the various implications of that 
conception, related but distinguishable yet not dis
tinguished, do much to guide him to his conclusions. 
Telos means not only nor primarily aim or purpose, 
but completion or perfection : the aim of a living 
organism, the final cause of its being, is to realize 
the potentiality of its· nature, to grow into a perfect 
specimen of its species. Hence comes the assump
tion that not only can conduct or purposive action 
be centred on a single aim, from which the entire 
ethical system can be deduced, but also that this 
aim consists in the full development and exercise in 
action of man's natural faculties. But again Telos 
also connotes End in the sense of ultimate point, the 
last term of a series, the summit and crown of a 
process. Hence the tendency to think of the End 
not as a sum of Goods, but as one Good which is 
the Best. Man's welfare thus is ultimately found to 
consist, not in the employment of all his faculties in 
due proportion, but only in the activity of the highest 

• xrn 
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faculty, the ' theoretic ' intellect. Not that the lower 
activities can be dispensed with ; for the philosopher 
is a man, and must live in the world of men, exercising 
the Moral Virtues, and the intellectual excellence 
of Prudence or Practical Wisdom which the Moral 
Virtues involve. But, strictly speaking, the Life of 
Action has no absolute value ; it is not a part of, but 
only a means to, the End, which is the Life ofThought. 

Yet in the section of the Ethics devoted to the 
Moral Virtues they are described with an enthusiasm 
that seems to invest then1 with a substantive value of 
their own ; and this especially where the formula of 
the mean is felt to be inadequate, and is supplemented 
by the proviso that virtuous actions, to spring from 
a true habit of' virtue, must be done Tov KaAov EV€Ka, 

for the sake of the moral beauty and rightness of the 
act itself ; as if moral conduct were not merely a 
means or an indispensable pre-requisite, but a con
stituent part, of the Good Life.. And the same is true 
of some places in the essay of Friendship, which is 
clearly felt not only to. facilitate, but to augment 
and to enhance, the attainment of the End by the 
individual. 

There is here an ambiguity in Aristotle's ethical 
doctrine which is nowhere cleared up. 

Among all the relics of Greek antiquity, Aristotle's 
Ethics is one of those that retain their interest most 
freshly. To many readers, new to this kind of study, 
its application of rigorous logical analysis to· the 
problem of conduct comes as a revelation.a It is 

a Henry Jackson wrote (Memoir, p. 158): 'It is an 
aperient book, if I may use the phrase. 1 have never 
forgotten the effect it produced on me when I was an 
undergraduate.' 

xxvii 
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true that a moral system which so exalts the life of 
the intellect is in many ways alien to modern thought 
and practice; but in so far as Aristotle's End can 
be interpreted less exclusively, and taken to include 
complete self-development and self-expression, the 
full realization in healthy activity of all the poten
tialities of human nature, his teaching has not lost 
its appeal. His review of the virtues and graces of 
character that the Greeks admired stands in such 
striking contrast with Christian Ethics that this 
section of the work is a document of primary im
portance for the student of the Pagan world. But it 
has more than a historic value. Both in its likeness 
and in its difference it is a touchstone for that modern 
idea of a gentleman, which supplies or used to supply 
an important part of the English race with its working 
religion. 

T,aT 

The text of this edition of the Nicomachean Ethics 
is based on that of ·Bekker (1831), the foundation of 
all subsequent work on Aristotle. I have however 
revised Bekker's text with the aid of the editions of 
Susemihl (18~0), Bywater (1891), and Apelt (1902), 
and the published notes of other scholars. In occa
sionally preferring other readings or conjectures to 
those accepted by Bekker,a I have been partly guided 
by the assumptions that Aristotle was, with certain 
fairly well-defined qualifications, a thinker and \Vriter 
of extreme precision, and that his text has under
gone, in the MS. tradition, at least an average 

• I have published notes on some of these places in the 
Classical Review, xxxix. 157, xl. 189, xlii. 6, and in the 
Classical Quartsrly~ xxiii. 87. 
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amount of corruption of the usual kinds : among 
others, the replacement of a word by another occur
ring in or suggested by the context (see H. Richards, 
Aristotelica, p. 7 4 ), and the misplacement of a clause 
omitted in its proper position and inserted a little 
lower down. On the other hand I have ignored such 
far-reaching reconstructions, based on theories of 
' duplicate passages ' and the ' dislocation ' of whole 
paragraphs, as have been attempted by Cook Wilson 
and by Henry Jackson ; the very nature of Aristotle's 
writings, as described above, seems to preclude the 
attainment of trustworthy results on these lines. 

Where I have departed from Bekker (except in 
trifles), I have given the rejected reading in the 
footnotes. These also contain a selection of such 
MS. variants and conjectural eme~dations as seem 
to be of interest for sense or style ; but they make 
no attempt to give a complete view of the state 
of the MSS. 

MSS. 

A valuable examination of the chief sources for 
the text is made in Bywater's Contributions to the 
Textual Criticism of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics 
(1892), and other information will be found in 
Susemihl 's preface. 

Bekker bases his text on the following six 1\1SS. : 

Kb Laurentian us lxxxi. 11 : 1Oth c. 
Lb Parisiensis 1854 : 12th c. 
Mb Marcianus 218: about 14th c. 
QlJ Riccardianus 46 : , , , 
Ha Marcianus 214 : , , , 
Nb Marcianus Append. iv. 58 : , ,, , 
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Of these the oldest, Kb, is the best ; and though not 
without many ordinary errors, it is comparatively 
free from emendation. The next oldest, Lb, is not 
quite so good, but its variants must be weighed on 
their merits. The four more recent MSS. are of 
little value. Ha and Nb are usually ignored by 
Bekker, as their unique readings are idle variants 
or corruptions. Mb and Qb are rather better, but 
their variants when not worthless are mostly due to 
emendation. In the present edition these four 
MSS. are only quoted when preferred to both Kb 
and Lb. 

Other Mss. have been collated by other scholars, 
but none has any authority ; now and then their 
readings are preferable on their merits, and a few 
of these have been quoted here from Susemihl. 

Another witness, ranking in importance next to 
the two best Mss., is the thirteenth-century Latin 
translation (r) attributed to William of Moerbeke, 
which is the basis of the commentary of St. Thomas 
Aquinas. This version follows the Greek as closely 
as Latin idiom permits, and is almost equivalent to 
another Greek MS. ; it occasionally shows an independ
ent tradition of the text. 

Some textual value attaches to the commentary 
of Aspasius (Asp.), second century A.D. (edited by 
Heylbut 1889), but only where we can be sure that 
he is quoting and not merely paraphrasing Aristotle, 
and that his quotations have not been assimilated 
by copyists to their Mss. of Aristotle. His text 
differed little from our Mss., and constantly con
firms the antiquity of their questionable readings ; 
it generally supports Kb, sometimes Lb, and rarely 
gives a new variant. A similar use can be made 
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of the commentary of Alexander of Aphrodisias, 
C. 200 A.D. 

A few variants of interest have been gleaned by 
the industry of scholars from the Greek paraphrase 
of Heliodorus (Hel.), 1367, the Latin translations 
of Aretinus (Ar.), 1473, Argyropylus, 1473, and 
Felicianus, 1542, and the Aldine editio princeps (Ald.) 
of the whole of Aristotle, 1495-1498." 

The above Introduction was written for the first 
edition of this book in 1926. 

In preparing a new edition I have made a few 
additions to it and a good many alterations in the text, 
translation and notes. Some I have discussed in the 
journals to which references are given in the footnote 
on p. xxiv above. I have had the advantage of consult
ing Mr Ross's brief notes in his translation (re-issued 
1931 ). 

H. B. 

• An earlier folio edition of the Ethica ad Nicomachum is 
undated. Another edition appeared at Louvain 1513, and 
the whole of Aristotle edited by Erasmus was published at 
BAle 1531. . 

II *I 
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API~TOTF.AOT~ H81K!!N 
NIKOMAXEI!!N A 

. II"' I \ "" 1() ~ f I ~\ :::t.' 1 aua 'TEXJ'1] Ka£ '1TaO'a JLE OCJOS, OJLOLW~ oE 7Tpus LS 10941 
\ I ) () "" \ ',/...' _fj ~ ,.. 

TE Kat 1Tpoat.pEO'L), aya OV TtVOS E'{JtEavaL CJOKEt • 
~ \ i\"" ' ,/...1 ' ()' 1' I ' '.J..I OLO Ka COS a'TTE"PTJVaV'TO Taya OV OV 'TTaVT E~tETa.&. 

2 (~ta~opa ~€ Tts ~alveTat ,-wv 'Tei\wv· 'Ta ,..,~v yap 
' ' I \ ~ \ ' ' \ Jl I 'f' ~' Etut.v_ evepyeta£, Ta oE Trap aVTas Epya 'T£Va • wv o .; 
' \ 1\ \ \ \ I 1:, ' I Q \ I 

ELO't, TEI\Tj Tt,Va 'TTapa TaS 7rpa5 EtS, EV TOVTOLS fJEI\Tt,W 

3 ',/... ,... ' ,... • \ II ) \\""" ~\ I 
'TT€~VKE 'TWV EVEpyeuoV Ta €pya. 'TTOIV\WV CJE 7Tpa• 
I: ' ..... \ ..... \ , ..... i\' \ 
~ ewv ovuwv Kat, Texvwv Kat E'1Tt-UT1]J.LWV 'TTO 1\a 

I \ \ 1\ ' ,... \ \ f I 
')ltV€'TO.t. Kat, Ta TE/\Tf La'Tpt,KTJS P,EV yap V')ILE£0.1 

vaV7T1}')1tKfjs 8E 1rAotov, O"TpaT'YJ')I"Kfjs 8E vlK'YJ, 
_. ' "" ~ \ \ ,... fl ~' ' \ """ I 
~ 0£k.OVOJLtK'Y}S CJE 1TI\OV'TOS. OO'a£ o E£U£ 'TWV 'T0£0VTWV 10 

f \ I \ ~~ ()I f \ \ f \ 
V'TTO p,t.aV Tt,Va avvap,LV-Ka a7TEp V7TO T'Y}V £7T7TLK7JV 

f \ \ \ fl Jf\ \ .... f .... TJ xai\LV07TO£t.K'Y} Kat, OO'at a/V\at- TWV £71'71'1-KWV 
' I ' I fl ~\ \ ,.. \ \ 

opyavwv ELO'£V, aVT7J oE Kat, 'ITaua 'ITOI\EJ.L"K7J 
"'/:. f \ \ I \ ' \ ~\1 I 

':Tpa5 ts V7To 'T7}V UTpaT'YJY"K'YJV, Tov aVTov oE TPO'ITOV 

1 ae Ald. : a.q. 

• Aristotle gives flute-playing as an instance of an art the 
practice of which is an end in itself, in contrast with the art 
of building, the end of which is the house built (JlagatJ 
Moralia, 1211 b 27 if.). 
2 
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ARISTOTLE'S 
NICOMACHEAN ETHICS 

BOOK I 

t Every art and every investigation, and likewise Book I. 
. l . d t ki t . Happiness. every pract1ca pursuit or un er a ng, seems o aim ·t 

at some good: hence it has been well said that the ~:·t!;1Juc
! Good is That at which all things aim. (It is true that tiotn: thfo 

. . . b b d h d na ure o a certa1n va~ety IS to e o serve among t e en s the subject. 

at which the arts and sciences aim : in some cases the ~r~c~;:{Y 
activity of practising the art is itself the end, a whereas SciPnce ha.~ 
in others the end is some product over and above the an End. 

mere exercise of the art ; ·and in the arts whose ends 
are certain things beside the practice of the arts 
themselves, these products are essentially superior 

3 in value to the activities.) But as there are numerous 
pursuits and arts and sciences, it follows that their 
ends are correspondingly numerous : for instance, 
the end of the science of medicine is health, that of 
the art of shipbuilding a vessel, that of strategy 

'victory, that of domestic economy wealth. Now 
in cases where several such pursuits are subordinate 
to some single faculty-as bridle-making and the 
other trades concerned with horses' harness are 
subordinate to horsemanship, and this and every 
other military pursuit to the science of strategy, and 

s 



ARISTOTLE 

~\ \ f ,/... t f I t f I ~ \1 \ A ' 

a./\1\a.& V't' ETEpa.s-EV a'1TaO'a.£S a'f} Ta TWV apxt,• 

"" 1\ I t \ f I "" f t 
TEKTOV£KWV TEI\'1} '1TaV'TWV EO'TI.V at,pE'TW'TEpa TWV V1T 11 

' I I \ I ' ""' ~ I (~ G avTa. TOVTWV yap xaptv KaKEI.Va atWKETa&. aLa-

,/... I ~' '~ \ \ ' I ' \ "- \ 1\ 'Pepet a ovoev Tas evepyetas avTas ec.va£ Ta TEI\7] 

"" 1/: " \ I .V\ \ 8 I TWV 1Tpaf:,EWV 7J '1Tapa TaVTaS a/\1\0 T£1 Ka a'1TEp 

'' """\ l) """' """) ETI't TWV 1\EXUEtUWV E'1TtUT'1}fLWV. 

. . E , ~ I 1\ ' \ "" "" " ~ ' f \ 11 t OTJ Tt, TE/\OS E0'7't, TWV '1TpaKTWV 0 Of, aVTO 

{3ovAop,e8a, TdAAa 8E a,a 'TOVTO, Kat fL~ '1TclVTa. a,' 20 

• f I 8 ( I \ • t ' N ETepov atpovp,e a 1Tpoetat yap ovTw y EtS a'1TEtpov, 

• t 'r \ \ I \ .V /: ) ~""'\ 
WU'T EtVat, KEV7JV Kat, p,aTataV 'T'f}V opestV , a'f}I\OV 

f A t " tl , 8' \ \ N ., t 'I' 2 WS TOV'T av Et'YJ Taya OV Kat, TO apt.U'TOV. ap OVV 

' \ \ Ql f "" ' ""' 1\ , 
Kat '1Tpos TOV tJtov '1J yvwats avrov p.eyal\'f}V EXE& 

t , \ 81 1:' \ "' 
po'1T7JV1 Kat Ka a1T~p TOf:,OTa£ UK0'1TOV EXOVTES1 

3 ""'\ \ " I """ ~ I ' ~t • p,a/\1\0V av TVYXaVOtfLEV 'TOV aEOV'TOS; Et, a OV'TW1 21 

I I. 'fJ""' ''I t' \ 'TTEtpaTEOV 'TV'1Tlp YE '1TEpt,l\a EtV aVTO 'Tt, '1TO'T EO"T& 

~ \ I ""' ' ""' " ~ I ~ I/: ~t ._ Kat Tt,VOS TWV E7T1,0"T'1}f'WV '1J aVVafLEWV. OOfiEt,E 0 

" "" I \ 1\ ' "" av 'T'YJS KVpt,WTa'T'1}S Kat, p,al\t,O"Ta apX£TEKTOVt,K'YjS • 

I ~t t \ \ ,/... I I \ 'f o, 6 TOtaVT'1J a '1J '1TOI\f,Tf,K7J ~at,VETat, • 'TtVaS yap Et,Va& 

\ "" ' ""' ' ""' 1\ \ I xpewv Twv E'1T£UT7Jf'WV EV Tats '1TOI\EU£, Kat 1TOtas 101141 
f I 91 \ I I • ~ I 

EKaUTOVS J.LaV aVEt,V Kat, f"EXP£ TU10S, aVT'YJ ata'TaO'• 

f """ ~\ \ \ t I ""' ~ I 
aE£ • opwp,ev oe Kat Tas EVTtfLOTaTas TWV avvaJ.LEWV 

f \ , " 1' ' ' 
V'1TO TaVT'l}V ovaas 1 0£011 aTpaT'YJY"K'fJV OI.KOJIO-
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similarly other arts to different arts again-in all 
these cases, I say, the ends of the master arts are 
things more to be desired than all those of the arts 
subordinate to them ; since the latter ends are only 

5 pursued for the sake of the former. (And it makes 
no difference whether the ends of the pursuits are 
the activities themselves or some other thing beside, 
these, as in the case of the sciences mentioned.) 

ii If therefore among the ends at which our actions The 
· th b h. h · h ~ •t k ultimate arm ere e one w IC we WIS 10r 1 s own sa e, End which 

while we wish the others only for the sake of this, is the 
and if we do not choose everything for the sake of ~~~d~lse th1 

something else (which would obviously result in a ~nl~t!>f 
1 

process ad infinitum, so that all desire would be futile Scl~n=. 
and vain), it is clear that this one ultimate End must 

2 be the Good, and indeed the Supreme Good. Will not 
then a knowledge of this Supreme Good be also ol 
great practical importance for the conduct of life l 
Will it not better enable us to attain what is fitting, 

3 like archers having a target to aim at ? If this be so, 
we ought to make .an attempt to determine at all 
events in outline what exactly this Supreme Good is, 
and of which of the theoretical or practical sciences 
it is the object. 

4: Now it would be agreed that it must be the object 
of the most authoritative of the sciences-some 

5 science which is pre-eminently a master-craft. But 
6 such is manifestly the science of Politics ; for it is 

this that ordains which of the sciences are to exist 
in states, and what branches of knowledge the 
different classes of the citizens are to learn, and up 
to what point ; and we observe that even the most 
highly esteemed of the faculties, such as strategy, 
domestic economy, oratory, are subordinate to the 

a 
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\ ~ I I ~-:,1 I A 

7 IL'K'fJV PTJTOpt1<7]V. XPWJ.LEVTJS o ., TaVT1JS Tars 

~ot:7Tais [ 1TpaKTt,Kais ]
1 

Twv ewtUTTJf.LWV, ;,, S€ 5 

8 I I~"" I \I 'I 
JIOJLO £TOV07JS' Tt, OEt 1Tpa7TEtV Kat, TLVWV a1TEXE-

8 \ I 1\ I ~ \ ~ tl\ \ 
U at,, TO TaVTTJS' T€1\0S' 'n'Ept.EXO£ av Ta TWV a/\1\wv· 

fl """' ~ H 'L) I ' (JI ' \ 8 WCJT€ TOVT av Et'Y] TavupW7TtVOV aya OV. £1, ya.p 
\ ' I ' f \ \ 1\ "Y I \ 

Kat TaVTOV EUTtV EVt, Kat 1TOI\Et, J.t'EL~OV ')'E' Kat 
\ I \ """ 1\ ,./... I \ \ Q "' \ 

TEI\EWTEpov TO TTJS' '001\EWS' 'ratVETat Kat 1\UjJEtV Kat 

IY , ' ' ' ' f' I 1\\ O'CfJ~;,EtV• aya1T1)TOV J.LEV yap Kat EVt J.tOVCfJ, Ka/\1\tOV 10 
~ \ \ L) I ''8 \ 1\ f \ 1' 
0€ Kat UEtOTEpOV E VEt Kat '11'01\EUtV. 'YJ J.tEV OVV 

I(} ~ I t,J..I \ I 1' 
JLE OOOS' TOVTWV E'rLETat, 'TTOl\t..TtK'f} TIS OVUa. 

.. . A I ~' ~ f ..... ' ' ' f , lll EyotTo o av t.Kavws Et Ka7a T'Y}V V7TOKEt,JLE• 
fl\ ~ ,./... (} I \ \ ' Q \ t f I 

V'Y}V VI\'Y}V otaaa'r'YJ Et'Y] • TO yap al<pLJJES' OVX op.otWS' 
t fl "' \ I ' r I tl '~t t 

EV a1TaU£ TOtS 1\0yOt.S' €1TL~ YJTY)'TEOV, uJU1TEp OVO EV 
"' ~ I \ ~ \ \ \ \ \ ~I 2 TOIS O'YJJ..tLOVpyovJLEVOLS. Ta OE Kal\a Kat Ta DtKata, 

' .,. f \ ' .... ,,, 3 , ~ 
wept wv 7J 1TOI\t'TtKY) aK07TEtTat, 'TTOI\1\Y}V EXE£ ota- 15 
,./... \ \ \ I tl ~ "' I I 1' 
'ropav Kat 1TI\aVYJV, WUTE OOKEtV VOJL!p JLOVOV EtVat, 
,./... I ~ \ I I ~ I \ I '' \ 3 'rvaer, oE Jk'YJ. TOtaVT'YJV oE Ttva '11'1\UVYJV EXE" Kat 

rraya8a, Otn T6 'TTOAAois O'VJLfJalvetv {3Aa{3as a'TT' 

' """ ''~ I ' I \ ~ \ \ """ aVTWV" 'YJOTJ yap TtVES' a1TWI\OVTO ota 1TI\OVTOV1 
fl ~\~t '~ I t \ 1' \ f 4 ETEpOt 0€ Ot avopetaV. aya7TY)TOV OVV 'TTEpt TOt.OV'TWV 

\ t I \1 \""' \ I 
Kat EK TOtOVTWV 1\EYOVTaS' 1TaXVI\WS' Kat TV7Tlp 2t 
~\ 8' t ~ I (} \ \ ""' t t \ \ 

'Ta/\'Y] ES' EVOEt.KVVU al, Kat 'TTEpt TWV WS' E7Tt TO 

1 3~ ed.: Bl. 1 Bywater. 8 7ro}·.'X1]v Asp. : Too-avr1Jv. 

• Or perhaps ' both to ascertain and to secure.' 
" Ka"'A6v is a term of admiration applied to what is correct, 

especially ( 1) bodies well shaped and works of art or handi
craft well made, and (2) actions well done (see 111. vii. 6); 
it thus means (1) beautiful, (2) morally right. For the 
analogy between material and moral correctness see u. vi. 9. 
6 
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7 political science. Inasmuch then as the rest of 
the sciences are employed by this one, and as it 
moreover lays down laws as to what people shall do 
and what things they shall refrain from doing, the 
end of this science must include the ends of all the 
others. Therefore, the Good of man must be the 

8 end of the science of Politics. For even though it be 
the case that the Good is the same for the individual 
and for the state, nevertheless, the good of the state is 
manifestly a greater and more perfect good, both to 
attain and to preserve.a To secure the good of one 
person only is better than nothing; but to secure 
the good of a nation or a state is a nobler and more 
divine achievement. 

This then being its aim, our investigation is in a 
sense the study of Politics. 

lli No'v our treatment of this science will be ad- Political 

t •f •t 1 · th t t f . . Science not equa e, 1 1 ac neves a amoun o precision an exac~ 
which belongs to its subject. matter. The same Science. 

exactness must not be expected in all departments 
of philosophy alike, any more than in all the pro-

2 ducts of the arts and crafts. The subjects studied 
by political science are Moral Nobility " and 

· Justice; but these conceptions involve much differ
ence of opinion and uncertainty, so that they are 
sometimes believed to be mere conventions and to 

3 have no real existence in the nature of things. And 
a similar uncertainty surrounds the conception of the 
Good, because it frequently occurs that good things 
have harmful consequences : people have before now 
been ruined by wealth, and in other cases courage 

'has cost men their lives. We must therefore be 
content if, in dealing with subjects and starting from 
premises thus uncertain, we succeed in presenting a 

7 
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,, \, , \1 .... ' 

'11'01\V Kat, £1( 'TOt,OVTWV 1\E'YOV'TaS' TOtavra Kat, UVP,• 
I () \ ' \ ~ \1 I \ ' ~I 0 

'ITE'pat,vEa at. Tov avTov OTJ TpoTrov Kat aTrooexea a' 
\ ~~ ""' \ I ~ I I 

XPEWV EKaUTOV 'TWV 1\E'YOJ.LEVWV• TrE'Trat,oE'V/LEVOV yap 
, ' ' ..... ' Q ' ' y "" ()' tf E'O'TtV E'TrL TOUOVTOV TaKpttJES' E'Tr£~ TJTE'LV Ka EKaUTOV 

I ',/..' tf f """ I ,J.I ' ~I 
l'EVOS E'Y OUOV 'YJ 'TOV 7TpayftaTOS 'YVU£S' E'TT£OE'XETat, • 25 

'1Tapa1TATJU£ov ynp 4>alveTat ~-ta()YJp,aT£Kov TE 1T£()avo-
' ..... ' ~, () ' ~ ' ' ~ '1:. 1\oyovvTos a1TooexEa at. Kat PTJTOpt«ov a'TTOoE't~E't.S' 

' "" a1Ta£TE'£V. 
ll tfE ~ \ I \ ..... C\ , \ 
v KaU'TOS' 0€ KptVE'£ Kai\WS a ytVWUK£1, 1 Ka£ 

, ' ' ' (} ' , 0' ~' , t 'TOVTWV EUT£V aya OS Kpt'TT}S'. Ka EKaUTOV apa 0 10951 
~ I f \ """ ~) f \ """' ~ I 

'ITE''TTat,oEV/LEVOS, aTri\WS o o 'ITEP" Trav TrE'TratoEVf.LEVOS. 
~' .... \ .... ',, , "" ' 'f 
0£0 'TT}S 7TOI\f,'T£K1]S OVK EO"Tt,V Ot.KE'£0S aKpoaTTJS 0 

I Jl \ ""' \ \ Ql li; f 
VE'OS' • a'TTEt.pOS' yap TWV KaTa TOV fJtOV 1rpa':, E'WV 1 01, 
\ I ~' ' I \ \ I , ~ \ "" 6 1\0yot 0 EK 'TOVTWV Kat 'TTE'pt TOVTWV. ETt, O€ TOtS' 

I() ' \ () \ '' I ' I \ 'ITa EULV aKOI\OV TJTt,KOS' WV /LaTatWS' aKOVUE'Ta£ KO.£ I 
, ,/.. \ ..... ' ~ ' \ 1\ ' ' ' ..... ' \ \ \ 
aVW'f'E~WS' 1 E''ITEtOTj TO 7'€/\0S E'UT£V OV yvwat.S a/\1\a 

"'/:. ~ ,/.. I ~' '~ \ I \ f \ I " \ 7 1TpaC:, IS. ota'f'Ep€t 0 OVOEV VEOS' TTJV 'Y)I\tKLaV 'Y] TO 
1'() I ' \ ' \ \ I f "\ \ ./, 
'f) OS' VE'apOS' 1 OV yap 7Tapa TOV XPOVOV 'Y] E/\1\Et,'f'tS' 1 

~ \ \ \ ~ \ \ \ I() y"' \ ~ I ~~ 
a/V\a ota TO KaTa '1Ta OS' «:, 'Y]V Kat OtWKE'tV E'KaO"Ta • 

"" \ I )I f """' I 
TOtS' yap TOt.OVTOtS' aVOV'Y}'TOS' 'Y] yvwatS yt.VE'Tat1 

() I "" ' I "" ~\ \ \1 \ 
Ka aTrEp TOtS' aKpaTE'Ut,V. TOlS oE KaTa 1\0yov TaS lC 

' 1/:. I \ I \ ,/.. \ \ " 
opE~EtS' 1TOtOVJ.LE'VOt,S' Kat 1TpaTTOVat 11'01\VW'f'E'I\E'S' av 

Jl \ \ ' '~ I \ \ \ ' "" 8 Et,'Y} TO 1T€pt. TOVTWV E'tOE'Vat. Kat, 1T€pt, P,E'V aKpOa'TOV1 
1 Be Ob. 

a Quoted in Troilus and Oressida, II. ii. 165 : 
Young men, whom Aristotle thought 

Unfit to hear moral philosophy. 
0 The argument is, that even if the young could gain a 

knowledge of Ethics (which they cannot, because it requires 
experience of life), they would not use it as a guide to 
conduct, because they are led by their passions and appetites; 
and therefore the study is of no value for them, since Ethics, 
8 
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broad outline of the truth: when our subjects and our 
premises are merely generalities, it is enough if we 
arrive at generally valid conclusions. Accordingly we 
may ask the student also to accept the various views 
we put forward in the same spirit ; for it is the mark of 
an educated mind to expect that amount of exactness 
in each kind which the nature of the particular subject 
admits. It is equally unreasonable to accept merely 
probable conclusions from a mathematician and to 
demand strict demonstration from an orator. 

5• a Again, each man judges correctly those matters ~ts studJ 
with which he is acquainted ; it is of these that he is l~~~!~ible 
a competent critic. To criticize a particular subject, and useless 

h £. t h b . d . h for the t ere1ore, a man mus ave een tra1ne 1n t at young and 

subject : to be a good critic generally, he must have immature. 

bad an all-round education. Hence the young are 
not fit to be students of Political Science.a For they 
have no experience of life and conduct, and it is these 
that supply the premises and. subject matter of this 

6 branch of philosophy. And moreover they are led 
by their feelings; so that they will study the subject 
to no purpose or advantage, since the end of this 

7 science is not knowledge but action. And it makes 
no difference whether they are young in years or 
immature in character: the defect is not a question 
of time, it is because their life and its various aims 
are guided by feeling ; for to such persons their 
knowledge is of no use, any more than it is to 
persons of defective self-restraint.b But Moral 
Science may be of great value to those who guide 
their desires and actions by principle. 

s Let so much suffice by way of introduction as to 
being a practical science, is only pursued for the sake of its 
practical application. 

9 
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\ """ ' ~ I \ I 81 8 ,J.. «at 1TWS a7TooEKTEOV, Kat Tt TTPOTt ep,e: a, '11'e:"fpot• 
I (J "" p.taa w ToaavTa. 

iv Al.ywJ.LEV S' avaAaP6vTES, E7TE£D~ '1Taaa '}'VWU£S' 
\ I '(}"" \)I I) "' 

Kat 1Tpoatpeats aya ov Ttvos opeyeTat, T£ EUTtV ov 15 
\1 \ \ \ '.J..' (} \ I \ I 
1\EYOfLEV T'Y}V 11'01\tTtK'Y}V E'fJtEa at Kat Tt TO 'TTUVTWV 

' I "" "" ' (J"" ) I \ '1' 2 aJ<poTaTOV TWV 7TpaKTWV aya WV. OVOf.LaTt J.LEV OVV 
~\ t \ "" \ I t \ ""' \ \ 

axeoOV V'1TO TWV '11'1\EtaTWV OJ.LOAOYELTat • T'Y)V yap 
'~ I \ t \\ \ \ t I \ I 

EVOUtf-tOVtaV Kat Ot 1701\1\0t Kat Ot xaptEVTES 1\EYOVUtV, 
' ~' '1' Y"" ' ' 1" I ' ' t \ TO 0 EV t:;,T}V Kat TO EV 1TpaTTEtV TaVTOV V'TTOI\aJ.L- 20 

Q I ,... '~ ""' \ ~ \ "" '~ I fJaVOVat Tlp EVoatp,OVELV. 'TTEpt 0€ T'YJS EVOaLJLOVtaS, 
I ' ' ,./... f3 ,... \ ' t I t \\ \ 'Tt EaTLV, ap,"fta YJTOVat, Kat OVX OfLOtWS 0£ '11'01\1\0f, 

3 'TOLS aocpo'is U7TODtS6aatv. oi p,€v yap TWV evapywv 
\ ,./... "" 1' t~ \ 't\ \ "" 't\ I 

T£ Kat 'Pavepwv, OLOV 'Y)OOVTJV TJ '11'1\0VTOV TJ TtfLT}V 1 
"'\ \ ~' Jl\ \ \ \ I ~ \ \ t ' \ ~I 
ai\1\0t, 0 a/\1\0-'ITOI\1\al<tS OE Kat 0 aVTOS ETEpOV, 

I \ '· t I I ~\ \ "" 
VOG'Y}aas J.LEV yap vytetaV, 7TEVOJLEVOS OE 'TTI\OVTOV. 25 

~ I ~) t ""' Jl \ I \ 
aVVELf:JOTES 0 EaVTOLS ayvotaV TOVS JLEya Tt, Kat 
t \ ' \ i\ I (J I Y Jl ~'1 '' V1TEp aVTOVS eyovTaS avp,at:;,OVatV • EV£0£ o lpOVTO 

\ \ \ \ \ ..... • ' (} \ , \ \ (}' t ' 7Tapa Ta 'TT0/\1\a TavTa aya a a/\1\0 Tt Ka avTo 
1' C\ \ I ,... J/ I ' ,... 1' 

EtVat, 0 Kat TOV'T.OtS TTaatV atTtOV EaTt 'TOV ELVa£ 

4 ayaOa. a:rraaas JLEV oov eeeTa,EtV Tas 86ga!) 
I J/ ' I t \ ~ \ \ li\ 

p.,aTatoTepov taws eaTtv, tKavov oe Tas JLa taTa 
' ' r , ,, ~ , '' 'i\1 E1Tt1Tol\at:;,ovaas TJ ooKovaas exetv Ttva oyov. so 

5 l\I~ Aav8aveTW S' ~JLfiS OT£ Dtacpl.povatv ol a7TO 

t o' : 'Yap Spengel. 
a This translation of euoatf.Lovla can hardly be avoided, 

but it would perhaps be more accurately rendered by ' Vl ell
being' or ' Prosperity ' ; and it will be found that the writer 
does not interpret it as a state of feeling but as a kind of 
activity. 

b The English phrase preserves the ambiguity of the 
Greek, which in its ordinary acceptation rather means 
' faring well ' than ' acting well,' though in the sequel 
Aristotle diverts it to the active sense. 

c \i'"iz. Plato and the Academy ; see c. vi. 
10 



p 

NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, I. iii. 8-iv. I 

the student of the subject, the spirit in which our 
conclusions are to be received, and the object that 
we set before us. 

iv To resume, inasmuch as all studies and under- co. fv-vu. 
takings are directed to the attainment of some good, ~~~~~i~' 
let us discuss what it is that we pronounce to be the ne~s. 
aim of Politics, that is, what is the highest of all the cu;;ent 

2 goods that action can achieve. As far as the name ~t~ 
goes, we may almost say that the great majority of 
mankind are agreed about this ; for both the multi-
tude and persons of refinement speak of it as Happi
ness,a and conceive ' the good life 'or' doing well '& 

to be the same thing as 'being happy.' B:ut what 
constitutes happiness is a matter of dispute ; and 
the popular account of it is not the same as that 

3 given by the philosophers. Ordinary people identify 
it with some obvious and visible good, such as pleasure 
or wealth or honour-some say one thing and some 
another, indeed very ofteN the same man says 
different things at different times : 'vhen he falls 
sick he thinks health is· happiness, when he is poor, 
wealth. At other times, feeling conscious of their 
own ignorance, men admire those who propound 
something grand and above their heads ; and it has 
been held by some thinkers 0 that beside the many 
good things we have mentioned, there exists another 
Good, that is good in itself, and stands to all those 
goods as the cause of their being good. 

4: Now perhaps it would be a somewhat fruitless task 
to review all the different opinions that are held. It 
will suffice to examine those that are most widely 
prevalent, or that seem to have some argument in 
their favour. 

a And we must not overlook the distinction between 
" 11 



ARISTOTLE 

A ~ A \1 \ f t \ \ t / .. \ \ 
Twv apxwv Aoyor, Kar, or, ETT, Tas apxas. ev yap Ka, 

n\ I t I A \ ,,. I I ' \ 
1\aTWV 7J1TOp€t, TOVTO, Kat EC;,'f}T€1, '1TOT€p011 a'1TO 

"" ' "" 't\ ' \ \ ' I t f f~ I fl 
TWV apxwv '1} E'1Tt, TaS apxas EO'Tt,V '1} OOOS', WU'1TEp 

t A ~~ ' \ A '8' 8 A ' \ \ / 't\ ev TqJ UTaotqJ a'1To 'TWV a 1\0 erwv E'1Tt, 'TO '1TEpas 7J toss• 
Jl' ' ' \ ~ ''"" ' ava'1Tal\t,V. apK'TEOV ~EV OVV a'ITO TWV '}'VWpt~WV • 

A ~ \ ~ A \ \ \ f A \ ~, f \ A 

TaVTa O€ Ot,TTWS, Ta ~EV yap 'f}JLtV Ta 0 a'ITI\WS• 

, ~ '"" , I ''""fA ' 
tUWS OVV 'YJJLLV YE apKTEOV a 'ITO TWV TJJLLV yvwpt~WV • 

6 ~\~A A J/8 "'(} \A \ \ \A \ 
ot,O oEt, TOtS E EO't,V TJX a£ Kai\WS' TOV 'ITEpt Kai\WV Kat, 5 

~ ' ' 6\ "" \ .... ' ' O£KatWV Ka£ 01\WS 'TWV '1TOI\t'Tt,KWV aKOVUO~EVOV 

f .... , \ \ 'fl '' "" A..' 7 tKaVWS. apx'YJ yap TO OTt, • Ka£ E£ TOV'TO 't'a£VOt,TO 

' I '~ \ ~ I "" ~ I f ~ \ 
apKOVV'TWS, OVOEV 1Tp0U0€1JU€£ 'TOV 0£0Tt,. 0 OE 

""' 't\ Jl 't\ \ IQ 't\ ' \ f ~~ 'f' ~\ 
TOf,OVTOS '1} EXE' '1} 1\aJJOt, av apxas pq.o£WS. ce OE 

f'7]8lTEpov V'1TllPXE' TOVTWV I aKOVUcl'TW 'TWJI 

'Ha,68ov· 
if' \ I· t:\ t\ I I 

OVTOS ~EV TTavapt,O"TOS OS avros TTaVTa V07JarJ, 10 

t (}\ \ ~t ~ ' "" t\ ~ ' I I(} EO' /\OS' 0 av KaKE£VOS' OS' EV €£'1TOVT£ 'IT£ 'Y}Tat,• 

t:\ ~ I I t ' \ I I t tl\ \ ' I 
OS OE I(E ~TJT aVTOS VOE!J ~TJT a/\1\0V aKOVWV 

t 8 "" Q I\\ f ~t ~ t ' 1.. ' I 
EV V~qJ JJai\I\'Y}Ta£1 0 o avT axp1JtOS aVTJP• 

'H A ~' \ I 68 i: 'Q ' \ Y ~E£S OE 1\EYW~EV 0 EV '1Tape~EJJ1J~EV. TO yap 

' 8\ \ \ '~ I ' '\ I t I aya OV Kat, TTJV EVoa£~0V£aV OVK ai\OYWS EO£KaUt.V U 
' .... Q' f \ Ql f ' \\' \ 

EK 'TWV JJtWV V'1TOI\af.LJJaVE£V Ot, JLEV '1TOI\I\Ot, Ka£ 

A.._ I \ f~ I ~ \ \ \ Ql ' "" 2 '¥0pTt.KWTa'TOt, 'TTJV 'f}OOVTJV• o£0 Kat, 'TOV JJtOV ayaTTWO'£ 

\ ' \ I "" I ' 1\ f I 
TOV a'1TOI\aVO''T£KOV----'TpEt.S yap Et.O't, J.Lal\t,UTa Ot, 1rpov• 

• In contrast apparently with the school of Plato. 
• Work1 and, Days, 298 :ff. 0 a 80. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, I. iv. 6--v. 2 

arguments that start from first principles and those Inductive 

that lead to first principles. It was a good practice j!:t~~. 
of Plato to raise this question, and to enquire whether 
the right procedure was to start from or to lead up 
to the first principles, as in a race-course one may 
run from the judges to the far end of the track or 
·reversely. Now no doubt it is proper to start from 
the known. But ' the known ' has two meanings-
'what is known to us,' which is one thing, and' what 
is knowable in itself,' which is another. Perhaps 
then for us" at all events it is proper to start from 

6 what is known to us. This is why in order to be a 
competent student of the Right and Just, and in 
short of the topics of Politics in general, the pupil is 

7 bound to have been well trained in his habits. For 
the starting-point or first principle is the fact that a 
thing is so ; if this be satisfactorily ascertained, there 
will be no n_eed also to know the reason why it is so. 
And the man of good moral training knows first 
principles already, or can easily acquire them. As 
for the person who neither knows nor can learn, let 
him hear the words of IIesiod b : 

Best is the man who can himself advise; 
He too is good who hearkens to the wise; 
But who, himself being witless, will not heed 
Another's wisdom, is worthless indeed. 

v But let us continue from the point 0 where we CuiTent 

di d T • d ~ , 1. h views of gresse . o JU ge 1rom men s 1ves, t e more the Good 

or less reasoned conceptions of the Good or Happi- If·nrerrted. 
1 h .1 h h ~ rom yp1ca ness t at seem to preva1 among t em are t e 10llow- Lives. 

ing. On the one hand the generality of men and i~o~~{ 
the most vulgar identify the Good with pleasure, 

2 and accordingly are content with the Life of En
joyment-for there are three specially prominent 

IS 



ARISTOTLE 

fl ,.. ' I \ f i\ \ \ xovr£s, o TE vvv ELP'YJ/-'Evos Ka£ o 'ITO t,Tt,KOS Ka£ 
I t(} I t \ 1' \\\ \,.. 3 3 Tpt,TOS o ewp'Y}TtKos. ot p.ev ovv TT0/\1\0£ 'ITaVTEI\WS 

avSpa1roSwSets cpalvovTat {JoaK'YJJ.kaTwv {3tov 1rpo- 20 
I I ~\ \1 ~ \ \ \\ \ 

at,povJLEVo£, Tvyxavova£ oe "oyov ota To TT0/\1\0VS 
"" ' "' '1:. I t f)..,. ~ ~ 1\\ 

'I"WV EV TatS EsOVOtat,s OJLOtOTTa EtV ~apoaVa'TTa/\1\c.p. 
f ~\ I \ \ I "' \ 

'0£ OE xaptEVTES Ka£ 1TpaKTtKO£ T£fk'Y}V• 'TOV yap '11'0• 

}tt,TtKOV fJlov axeSov TOVTO T'Aos. cpalveTa£ a· 
, \ I 1' "" Y I ~ " \ 

E'TTt'TTOI\atOTEpOV EtVat TOV t:,'1)TOVJ.kEVOV• OOKEt yap 
' "' "" ""\\ 1' 't\ ' "" I EV 'TOtS 'T£JLWO't fka/\1\0V EtVat '1} EV Tlp TLJ.LWfLEVlp, 25 

) ()' ~\ ' "I \ ~ ,/.. I 1' 
Taya ov oe otKEtov 'Tt, Kat, ovaa-..yatperov Etvat 

I () " ~' ' I \ \ ~ I 5 p,aVTEVOJLE a. ETt, 0 EOtKaat TTJV TLJ.k'Y}V OtWKE£V 
" 1 , , , f)' .,. r .... 
tVa 'TTI,O'TEVO'WO'tV EaVTOVS aya OVS EtVat,• t:,'YJTOVO't, 

""t \ "",/.. I ""() \ ) f' 
yovv V'TTO rrwv -..ypo~·tp.wv rrtp.aa at Kat 1rap ots 

I \ ' ' ' "' ~""\ 1' fl I j't,YVWO'KOVTat, Kat, E'TT apET'[J. 0'1]1\0V OVV OTt KaTa 
1 t ) \ I I ~\ \ ""\\ 

6 ye TOVTOVS TJ apET'YJ KpEtTTWV• Taxa OE Kat J.La/\1\0V SO 5 
J1 1\ "" \ "" Q I I t \ I Q 
av 'TtS TE/\OS TOV 11'01\t'TtKOV tJLOV TaVTTJV V'TTOI\atJOI.. 
,/.. I ~\ ' \ I \ ~~ ~ .,. \ 
'raLVETat, OE aT€1\EO'TEpa Kat aVT'Y] • OOKEL yap 

' ~ I (} \ f) I~ 'II \ ) \ ,, evoexea at. Kat Ka evoetv exovTa TTJV apETTJV TJ 
) A ~ \ Ql ' \ \ / (} A 

a'TTpaK'TEtV ota JJtOV, Kat 1TpOS TOVTOIS KaK01Ta EtV "10961 
, , ... , 1 , ~' " r .... , ~ , 

Ka£ aTVXEtV Ta J.kEytaTa• TOV 0 OVTW ~:,WVTa OVOElS 
6 

a The doctrine of the three Lives goes back to Pythagoras, 
who compared the three kinds of men to the three classes 
of strangers who went to the Games, traders, competitors, 
and spectators (lamblichus, Vit. Pythag. 58). This apologue 
brings out the metaphor underlying the phrase 8ewp'YJnKos 
(:Jlos, lit. 'the life of the spectator' (Burnet). 

" The last two words of the Greek look like a verse passage 
loosely quoted. Sardanapallus was a mythical Assyrian 
king; two versions of his epitaph are recorded by Athenaeus 
(836, 530), one containing the words to-8Le, 1r'ive, 1ra'L5'€' ws 
Ta'AAa rovrov ouK lftut rov d7roKporfJ~J-aros, ' Eat, drink, play, 
since all else is not worth that snap of the fingers ' ; the 
other ends KE'iv' txw IJo-' lcf>a.'Yov ~ea.l. €cpv~pLo-a. Ka.1 !J-fT lpwror 
1 Teprv' lra.8ov· Tc\ Be wo'X'Xc\ Ked fi'A~La. wcivTu XlJ\vvTa.L, 'I 
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Lives,0 the one just mentioned, the Life of Politics, 
8 and thirdly, the Life of Contemplation. The gener

ality of mankind then show themselves to be utterly 
slavish, by preferring what is only a life for cattle; 
but they get a hearing for their view as reasonable 
because many persons of high position share the 
feelings of Sardanapallus.b 

4 Men of refinement, on the other hand, and men The Life o1 
of action think that the Good is honour-for this may ActioD. 

be said to be the end of the Life of Politics. But 
honour after all seems too superficial to be the 
Good for which we are seeking ; since it appears to 
depend on those who confer it more than on him 
upon whom it is conferred, whereas we instinctively 
feel that the Good must be something proper to its 
possessor and not easy to be taken away from him. 

5 lv1oreover men's motive in pursuing honour seems to 
be to assure themselves of their own merit ; at least 
they seek to be honoured by Il!en of judgement and 
by people who know them, that is, they desire to be 
honoured on the ground of virtue. It is clear there
fore that in the opinion at all events of men of action, 

6 virtue is a greater good than honour ; and one might 
perhaps accordingly suppose that virtue rather than 
honour is the end of the Political Life. But even 
virtue proves on examination to be too incomplete 
to be the End ; since it appears possible to possess 
it while you are asleep, or without putting it into 
practice throughout the whole of your life ; and also 
for the virtuous man to suffer the greatest misery 
and misfortune-though no one would pronounce a 
man living a life of misery to be happy, unless for 
have what I ate ; and the delightful deeds of wantonness and 
love which I did and suffered; whereas all my wealth is 
vanished.' 

15 
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" '~ I ' \ 8 I ~ ,1.. \ I \ O.V €VoalP,OV£UELEV 1 ££ Jl/Y} EU£V ot.a'f'VI\aTTWV. Kat, 
' ' , tl'\ f ..... ' ' ' .... 'TT€pt f.L€V 'TOV'TWV at\LS • tKaVWS yap Kat EV TOtS 

' \ I Jl \ ' A I ~' ' \ f V EYKVKI\LOtS et.p'Y}Tat 'Tt'Ept avTwv. 'Tpt.Tos o EUTtV o 
(J I f \ 1 1' \ ' I ./, ' "" f €Wp'Y)'TtKOS, V11€p OV 'T'YJV E1TtUK€'fltV EV TOLS E'Tf'O• 6 

I I (} f ~\ \ Ql I 2 I 8 fLEVots 'Tt'Ot'Y}UOf.LE a. o oe XPTJJLaTtO"T'Y]S fJtatos Tt,S 
, , f , ..... ~""'' tl , , r , 

€0'T£V, Kat 0 'Tfi\OVTOS O"f}I\OV OTt. OV TO «;,'Y}TOVJLEVOV 
' (}I I \ \ Jl\ \ I ~ \ "'\ \ 
aya ov. XPTJULJLOV yap Kat a/\1\0V xaptv. oto f.La/\1\0V 

\ I \ (} I 1\ "' f \ I Q ~ , 
Ta 'Tt'pOTEpov /\EX EVTa TEI\'Y} 'T'tS av V'ITOI\at-'ot.• ot. 

t \ \ ' ""' ,/... I ~' '~, ' "' I avTa yap aya11aTat. -pat-veTat o ovo EKetva. KatTOt. 
\ \ \ \ I \ , \ Q IQ\ """' \ 

'Tt'0/\1\0t Aoyot 'Tt'pos avra KaTaJJEJJA'YJVTat. • TavTa p,ev 10 

o.Ov acpeta8w. 

vi T 0 8~ Ka86A.ov {31.ATLOV iuws E'lTtaKI.~auOat Kal 

Dta11opfjaat 11ws A.l.yeTat, Kal11ep 'Tt'poaaVTovs Tfjs 
I r I I ~ \ \ ,/... 1\ V ~ 

TOtaVTTJS '=' TJTTJUEWS ytVOJLEVTJS ota TO 'Pti\OVS avo pas 
' "' \ J/~ ~ I i; ~, 't\ J/ Q 1\ 

etaayayetv Ta ELO'Y]. oos EtE o av taws JJE/\Ttov 
., \ ~ "" ' \ I ""' )\ (} I \ \ 

EtVaL, Kat O€LV E'lTt UW'T'Y)ptq. 'j'E 'T'YJS a/\'Y} Etas Kat Ta 11 
' "' ' "' Jl\ \ \ ,/... \ I,/... Jl OLKEta avatpEtV, a/\1\WS .TE Kat 'Pt/\OUO't'OVS OVTas· 

' ,/... "' \ Jl ,f.. 1\ tl ""' \ 'i\ I aJL'POtV yap OVTOtV -pL/\OtV OUtOV 'Tt'pO'TtJ."aV 'T'Y)V a TJ • 
2(} f ~\3 I \ ~ll:, I , 

€LaV. Ot OYJ KOf.Lt:.UaVTES T'Y}V oosaV TaVT'Y}V OVI< 
' I '~ I , 1' \ I \ t1 t 

E'lTOt.OVV toeas EV OIS TO 'Tt'pOT€pOV Kat VU'TEpov 
1 'lt'epl Bekker. 1 pa.t6s Asp. 
a 0~ codd. Morellii: o€. ' TO lJ<rTepov Mb. 
• It is not certain whether this phrase refers to written 

treatises (whether Aristotle's own dialogues and other 
popular works, now lost, or those of other philosophers), or 
to philosophical debates like those which Plato's dialogues 
purport to report (as did doubtless those of Aristotle). Of. 
De caelo 279 a 30 iv To'is i')'KVK'A.loLs !j>L'A.orroif>-l]p,af1'L, 'in the 
ordinary philosophical discussions,' and De anima 407 b 29 
rot's ev Kowci ')'Lvop,evoLs X6-yoLs, ' the discussions that go on 
in public ' ; and see c. xiii. § 9 note for similar references to 
' extraneous discussions.' 

b Literally 'violent'; the adjective is applied to the strict 
diet and laborious exercises of athletes, and to physical 
16 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, I. v. 6-vi. 2 

the sake of maintaining a paradox. But we need 
not pursue this subject, since it has been sufficiently 
treated in the ordinary discussions. a 

7 The third type of life is the Life of Contemplation, The Life 

which we shall consider in the sequel. ~!~o~tion 
8 The Life of Money-making is a constrained b kind ~~k.P ~· vi~ 

of life, and clearly wealth is not the Good we are in ~o~!;!:e 0 

search of, for it is only good as being useful, a means making. 

to something else. On this score indeed one might 
conceive the ends before mentioned to have a better 
claim, for they are approved for their own sakes. 
But even they do not really seem to be the Supreme 
Good; however, many arguments have been laid 
down in regard to them, so we may dismiss them. 

vi But perhaps it is desirable that we should examine Plato's 
the notion of a Universal Good, and review the diffi- ~~e:dof 
culties that it il).volves, although such an enquiry goes ren~ted as 

against the grain because of our friendship for the ~~fc!~r 
authors of the Theory of Ideas. c Still perhaps it would 
appear desirable, and indeed it would seem to be obli-
gatory, especially for a philosopher, to sacrifice even 
one's closest personal ties in defence of the truth. Both 
are dear to us, yet 'tis our duty to prefer the truth.d 

2 The originators 6 of this theory, then, used not to (i) Idea of 

postulate Ideas of groups of things in which they ~:~!:ig; 
Posited I an order of priority and posteriority a (for Doctrin~ of 

Categones: 

Phenomena such as motion, in the sense of ' constrained,' (a) 'Good • 
not natural.' The text here has been suspected. de!lotes a 
' The translation 'Forms' is perhaps less misleading: ~~~fty0~fa 

eloos is not a psychological term. thing, or ita 
• Probably a verse quotation. 
• Or perhaps 'importers' from the Pythagoreans of 

S. Italy. I Perhaps 'we posit': see p. 18 crit. n.1 

' A is' prior in nature' (though not necessarily in time) 
to B, when A can exist without B but not B without A ; and 
they cannot then be on a par as members of one class. 

17 
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.,\ 1 (~ I t ~ \ "" t (} "" '8 ' EI\E')'OV 0£0'1T€p OVO€ 'TWV apt f.LWV t £aV KaT-
' ,.. ) \ ~t t 8 \ \ I \ t ~ I t "0 

EUK€Val;:,OV • TO o aya OV I\€JI€Ta£ Ka£ EV Ttp Tt €UTt .. 
\ t ~ "" \ t "" I \ ~ \ (}' 

Kat EV TW 'ITOt,W Kat EV TW '11'pOS Tt,• TO 0€ Ka .. .. .. 
f \ \ f t I I ~ ,J...I "" I 

aVTO Kat 'YJ OVUta 'ITpOTEpov TTJ 'f'VUE£ TOV '11'pos Tt, 

( '1Tapa~v&.8t j'ap ToiYr' lotK£ Kat avp,fJEf1'YJKOT£ Tov 
II fl t t " " I t \ I 1 t~ I 
OVTOS, WO'T OVK av Et'Y] KO£V1} 'TtS E1Tt TOVTOtS toEa. 
Jl t \ ' (}' t ~ \1 ""II ( \ \ 1 ET£ E'ITEt Taya ov taaxws 1\E')IETar, Ttp ovTt, Kat yap 
, .... f\1 'f' '8' \f .... ,, ""25 

EV Tlp Tt I\€')1€Ta£, OtOV 0 EOS Kat 0 VOVS, Ka£ €V Ttp 
""f' I \t"" ""\I \t 

'ITOt,tp at ap€Ta£, Kat EV Tip 'ITOUtp TO P,ETptoV, Kat €V 
"" I \ I \t I I \ 

'Tip 'ITpos T£ To XP'Y}Utf.LOV ~ Kat ev xpovqJ Katpos, Kat 
t I ~I \ ~I "" ) ~""\ f t 

EV TO'ITq} otat,Ta, Kat €TEpa TOtaVTa , 01}1\0V WS OVK 
" Jf I (} I\ \ fl t \ " t\ I t 
aV €£7] KO£VOV 'Tt Ka 01\0V Kat ev• OV yap aV E/\€'}'€T 
t I "' I '\\t t "" I 

EV '1Taaa£s 'Tats KaT'YJ')IOptats, a/\1\ EV f.L'Cf p,ovn• 
Jl ~t t \ "" \ I t~ I I \ t I 4 €Tt 0 . E'ITEt 'TWV KaTa p,taV toEaV p,t.a Kat E'IT£0'T1]/L'YJ, 

\ "" ' 8"" f I 1' " I t I • Ka£ TWV aya WV a'TTaVTWV 'YJV av p,t.a 'T£S E'ITtO'T'Y]/L'YJ SO 
"" ~t t \ \ \ \ \ "" f \ I I 

VVV o E£0'£ 'IT0/\1\a, Ka£ 'TWV V'ITO ft£aV KaT'Y}')IOpt.aV, 
'f' "" ' \ I \ \ 8 \ t 

OtOV Katpov, EV 'ITOI\EP,lp f.LEV yap O'TpaT'Y}JI£K1} EV 
I ~' t I \ """ I t ,/..."" \ 

voacp o t.aTpt«'Y}, Ka£ 'TOV p,eTpt.ov ev TPO'f'TJ P,EV 
t \ t I ~ \ I t I ~t 

8 taTp£K'Y] EV 'ITOVOIS O€ J'VJ-LVaO'TI.K'YJ. a1TOp1J0'€1.E o 
Jl I \ Q 1\ \ I t I 
av TtS Tt '/TOTE Kat tJOVI\OVTa£ I\EJI€£V aVTOEKaO'TOV, 

Jl " t 8 I \ '8 I 'f \ f Et'1T€p EV 'TE aVTDaV pW'Tl'lp Ka£ av pw'Tl'tp EIS Ka£ 0 10961 

1 f.X€-yop.Ev Kb : fort. 'A€-yop.Ev ed. 
I TOUTWJI Lb. 

• Lit. ' that which is by itself.' 
• 8lat-ra is used of the habitat of a species of animals, Ds 

mundo 898 b 82 ; though it has been taken here to mean 'a 
favourable climate' for human beings. In Aristoph. Ran. 
114 it may mean ' a lodging,' and later it denotes an apart-
IS 
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which reason they did not construct an Idea of relation to 

numbers in general). But Good is predicated alike ~~~:~rbut 
in the Categories of Substance, of Quality, and of thet.las~ 
R 1 . h Ab l S b . . no ton IS e abon ; yet t e so ute,a or u stance, IS pr1or secondary, 

in nature to the Relative, which seems to be a sort ~~~fa~~~dt 
of ·offshoot or ' accident • of Substance ; so that with the 

h b Id d. h first under t ere cannot e a common ea correspon 1ng to t e one Idea. 

absolutely good and the relatively good. 
3 Again, the word ' good ' is used in as many senses (b) 'Good 

as the word ' is ' ; for we may predicate ~~d in the ~aa~C:rn 
Category of Substance, for instance of God or intelli- thing,' 

· 'excellent' gence ; in that of Quality-the excellences ; in that • enough,' ' 

of Quantity-moderate in amount ; in that of Re- 'usef~' 
lation-useful ; in that of Time-a favourable oppor- , ~~th;;e, 
tunity · in that of Place-a suitable ' habitat ' b • etc. ; but 

' ' these are 
and so on. So clearly good cannot be a single not.a single 
and universal general notion ; if it were, it would notiOn. 

not be predicable in all the Categories, but only 
in one. 

4 Again, things that come under a single Idea must (c) Good 

be objects of a single science ; hence there ought to ~!:g~~;~: 
be a single science dealing with all good things. But the object . 

f .e h b f . of several as a matter o 1act t ere are a num er o sciences sciences. 

even for the goods in one Category : for example, 
opportunity, for opportunity in war comes under the 
science of strategy, in disease under that of medicine ; 
and the due amount in diet comes under medicine, 
in bodily exercise under gymnastics. 

8 One might also raise the question \Vhat precisely (if) The 

h b h . . , h ld l IdeaofGood t ey mean y t e1r expression t e ea so- superfluous 
and-so,' c seeing that one and the same definition of being .the ' 

1. b h ' h ld 1 ' same In man app 1es ot to t e ea man and to essence as 
the concept 

ment or suite of rooms, as in Pliny's descriptions of Italian 'good.' 
villas. • Literally ' so-and-so itself.' 
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' \ ' , ' \ ~ A J (} I _:t \ auros 1\0JIOS' EO'TLV o Tov av pw7Tov• u yap 
, (} '~' ~ ' ' ~, ~ '~'1 ~ av pW1TO~, OVOEV OLOLUOVUtV• EL 0 OVTW~, OVO l/ 
' (} I ' \ \ \ \ ' ~ \ ""' 'J.~ 'I' """ \ \ 6 aya OV. al\1\a f.LT}V OVOE TCfJ atoLOV ELVa£ p,a/\1\0V 
' (}' " '' ~\ \ I \ \ aya OV EO"Tat, EL1TEp f.L'YJOE 1\EVKOTEpOV TO '1TOI\V• 

I ""' 'J.. I 
xpovtov Tov EV'YJfLEpov. 

II (} I ~' ' I t II () I \ I '1 t aVWTEpov o EOtKaatV 0£ V ayopEtOt, I\EYE£V 
6 

' ' ""' (}' , ""' A ' (}""' I 1TEpt aVTOV, Tt EVTE~ EV T'[J TWV aya WV UVUTO£X£f!. 
\ tf f' ~\ \ ~ I ' \ (),.., 

TO ev· OLS 01} Kat kJ1TEVGt1T7TOS E1TaKOI\OV YJUa' 
~ A '\ \ \ \ \ I '1\ \ ,, \ I 
OOKE£. al\1\a 1TEpt J.LEV TOVTWV al\1\0~ EU'TW 1\0YOS. 

8 T OL~ 8~ Aex8Etatv aftcf)(,af3~r'Y}al~ Tt~ V1Tocfoalvera' 

S(,(l. ro f.L~ 1TEpt 1TaV'rOs dya8ov ToVs A6yovs Elpfja8at, 1 :JO 
\ I (} ~ \ (}' t\ 1"~ \ (}' t \ ~ I 1\EyEa at OE Ka EV ELOOS Ta Ka avra OLWKOJ.LEVa 

\ ' I \ ~\ \ I 't\ ,/... \ 
Kat aya1TWf.LEVa, Ta OE 1TOL'YJTLKa TOVTWV 'Y) V'VI\a• 

I ,, ""'' , \ '~' .... KTLKa 1TWS 'Y} TWV EVaVTtWV KWI\VTLKa ota TaVTa 

D A€yea8at Kai TP01TOV aAAov. SfjAov ovv O'TL StTTWS 
\ I ' ,, ' f) I \ \ \ (}' t I () I 
1\EY~LT av Taya a, Kat Ta J.LEV Ka avTa, aTepa 
~' ~' .... , 1" ' ' .... ',./.. \1 oe ota TavTa • xcJ.Jptaavres ovv a1To TWV w'+'EI\t.f.LWV 11 

\ (}' t \ ,/,'I (J ) \ I \ I 
Ta Ka avTa UKE'rWf'E a Et, 1\EYETat, Ka'Ta p,taV 

1 ova~ <r&.,aOov> ·Bury. I 'f('OU;t(J'OaL Kb. 

0 i.e. 'the ordina•·y notion of man '-the concept of man 
in general which we form from our experience of particular 
men, but do not regard as a thing existing independently 
of them-; or perhaps 'a particular man,' but this seems 
to require dv8pw'/('4J nvl or r~oe. 

b This parenthetical note might come better after § 4 
(Burnet, Cl. Rev. iii. 198). The Pythagoreans, instead of 
(like Plato) saying the Good was one, more wisely said the 
One was good (or akin to the good). Some of them (Met. 
A, 986 a 22) taught that there were ten pairs of opposing 
principles, which they ranged in two columns-limit and the 
unlimited, odd and even, unity and plurality, right and left, 
male and female, resting and moving, straight and crooked, 
light and darkness, good and bad, square and oblong. 
They also held CJ!et. A, 1072 b 32) that good and beauty 
were not original, but appeared in the course of the evolu-
10 
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• man,' a for in so far as both are man, there will 
be no difference between them ; and if so, no more 
will there be any difference between ' the Ideal 
Good' and 'Good' in so far as both are good. 

6 Nor yet will the Ideal Good be any more good Its eternlt) 

because it is eternal, seeing that a white thing that ~~:~t~~ 
lasts a long time is no whiter than one that lasts essence. 

only a day. 
7 The Pythagoreans " seem to give a more probable (The 

doctrine on the subject of the Good when they place ;re~)gorean 
Unity in their column of goods; and indeed Speus-
ippus c appears to have followed them. But this 
subject must be left for another discussion. 

8 We can descry an objection that may be raised (iii, s~pp~e
against our arguments on the ground that the theory ~1~~~~r! 10~) 
in question was not intended to apply to every sort Good does 

d h 1 h. d d not even of good, an t at on y t Ings pursue an accepted apply to 
for th~ir own sa~e are p_ronou.nced good a~ belonging f~i~:J~od 
to a single species, while things productive or pre- selves ~if 
servative of these in any way, or preventive of their :~K~' t~:~e 
opposites, are said to be good as a means to these, a~egood in 

. d·.tr Cl l h h d1tterent 9 and In a Iuerent sense. ear y t en t e term ways; 
'goods' would have two meanings, (I) things good 
in themselves and (2) things good as a means to 
these ; let us then separate things good in them
selves fro1n things useful as means, and consider 
whether the former are called good because they 

tion of the world ; hence perhaps the late position of good 
in the list of opposites. The phrase ' colum.a of goods ' 
(cf. Met. N, I 093 b 12 ' colurrtn of the 'beautiful ') is Inexact, 
as good was only one of the things in the column-unless it 
means the column to which g-ood thing·s among others belong; 
but doubtless all the positive principles were regarded as akin. 

c Speusippus was Plato's nephew, and succeeded him as 
bead of the Academy. 
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,~ / 8' f \ ~ \ A f) I Jl 'Ill • \ 10 to£av. Ka aVTa oE 11'ota £1./Y} T£S av; '1} oaa Ka' 

/LOVOVJL€Va 8uiJK€Tai, olov TO cppOV€LV Kat opiiv Kai 
f ~ I \ I ""' \ ' \ ~ ' ''\ \ 

'YJOOVat 'TtV€S Kat TtJ.Lat; TaVTa yap €t Kat ot al\/\0 
~ I fl ..,. ()' f \ ' (} "" f) I 

Tt OtWKOf1,€V, Ofi,WS TWV Ka aVTa aya WV EL'¥} TIS 
Jl ,, '~' H\ \ '~ \ \ \ "' '~ I t/ 
av. '1} OVO a/\1\0 OVOEV '1TIWJV TYJS LOEaS; WCTTE 20 

I Jl \ 1'~ '~\ \ ..,. ' ' \ "" 11 JLaTaLOV EO'Tat. TO ELOOS. Et OE Kat TaVT ECTTt TW,V 

f) ' f I \ ' (} """ i\ I ) f/ ' "' \ Ka aVTa, TOV Taya OV oyov EV a'1TaCTtV aVTOLS TOV 
' \ ',/.. I f) ~ I f)' ' I \ avTov Eft"ratvEa at OETJO'Et, Ka a'TTEP EV xtovt Kat 

.J, f) I \ "' \ I ,... ~ \ \ ,/.. 
-rtJLV u.p 'TOV T'YJS 1\EVKOT'YJTOS. Tl.JL'Y}S OE Kat "rpo-

' 'f~ ..... t/ '~ A..' f ,, 
VYJUEWS Kat 'Y}OOV'Y}S ETEPO£ Ka£ ota"rEpovTES ot 1\oyo£ 

I ~ ' ()' ) J/ H \ ' ()' I TaVTTJ ll aya a. OVK EO'TLV apa TO aya OV KO£VOV 25 
\ I '~I 

,., KaTa J.Ltav toEav. 

'A \ \ ' .... ~ ' \ I ' ' , .... ' ' 12 IV\a '1TWS 0'1) 1\E";'E'Ta£; OV yap EO £ICE 'TOtS ";'€ a'TTO 
I f I '\\' 1' I """ ',/..' f \ 1' 

'TVX'YJS OJ.LWVVJLOLS. a/V\ apa YE Tlp a"r EVOS EtVa£ i 
"" . ' c\ f/ \ .... "" "''i\ ' , '1} 1Tpos EV a7TavTa avv rEI\EtV; '1J p,al\ ov KaT ava• 
\ I f \ ) I ",/, ' ,/, ,... """ \ 
1\0ytav; WS yap EV'UWJ.LaT£ O'rtS, EV 'YVX'lJ VOVS, Ka£ 
Jl\\ ~\ ' H\\ '\\'" """ \ ',/.. I 13 a/V\0 O'YJ EV a/\1\tp. a/V\ tO'WS TaVTa J.LEV a"rETEOV SO 

' .... '1: Q ..... ' C' ' ' .... ,,, \ ,, , 
'TO vvv· EsaKpttJOVV yap V'lTEp aVTWV ai\1\'Y}S av Et'f} 
,/.. \ ,/..' ' I f I ~\ \ \ "" 
'Y£1\00'0'-rLaS OLKEtOTEpOV. OJ.LOLWS OE Kat 'ITEpt 'TTJS 
'~ I ' \ \ '' tl \ 1 """ I toEas• EL yap Kat f:O'TtV €V 'T£ TO KOtV'[} KaTTJ";'OpOV• 

' f) \ " \ ' I I (}' C' I ~ ,... \ P,EVOV aya ov '1} xwptUTOV aVTO T£ Ka aVTO I 0'1}1\0V 

I TL O.UTO Lb. 

0 i.e., the species or class of things good in themselves 
will be a class to which nothing belongs (for the Idea is not 
in the class). 

b The writer's own solution : when different things are 
called good, it means they each bear the same relation to 
(viz. contribute to the welfare of) certain other things, not 
all to the same thing. 

'· i.s., First Philosophy or Metaphysics. 
ti 
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10 fall under a single Idea. But what sort of things is 
one to class as good in themselves ? Are they not 
those things which are sought after even without 
any accessory advantage, such as wisdom, sight, 
and certain pleasures and honours ? for even if we 
also pursue these things as means to something else, 
still one would class them among things good in 
themselves. Or is there nothing else good in itself 
except the Idea ? If so, the species will be of no 

11 use.a If on the contrary the class of things good 
in themselves includes these objects, the same 
notion of good ought to be manifested in all of them, 
just as the same notion of white is manifested in 
snow and in \vhite paint. But as a matter of fact 
the notions of honour and wisdom and pleasure, as 
being good, are different and distinct. Therefore, 
good is not a general term corresponding to a single 
Idea. _ 

12 But in what sense then are different things called though 

good? For they do not seem ·to be a case of things ~:t~enot. 
that bear the same name nlerely by chance. Possibly something
things are called good in virtue of being derived from ~::ra~~s a 
one good ; or because they all contribute to one relation. 
good. Or perhaps it is rather by way of a proportion b: 

that is, as sight is good in the body, so intelligence 
is good in the soul, and similarly another thing in 
something else. 

13 Perhaps however this question must be dismissed (iv) The 
.c h t . d t "1 d . t• . f •t Idea of Good J.Or t e presen , since a e a1 e 1nves 1gat1on o 1 not relevant 
belongs more properly to another branch of philo- ti? Ethi::m 

sophy.0 And likewise with the Idea of the Good; =~~~d!nt ' 
for even if the goodness predicated of various things f~g3~:b~:-
in common really is a unity or something existing ' l 

separately and absolute, it clearly will not be practi-
IS 
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~ t ._ II \ '~\ \ J 8 I A 
WS OVI( av EI/Y} TTpaKTOV OVOE' 1<77JTOV av pwwcp• VW 

14 ot TotovT6v T£ 'TJTE'iTa£. Taxa 8l TqJ 86ge,ev d.v 
Q 1\ 1' I y ' \ \ \ \ \ 
tJEI\Ttov etvat yvwpt'='EtV avro wpos -ra KTT)Ta Kat. 1097 

\ .... ) () ..... ... \ I~ .... , 
wpaKTa TWV aya wv• OLOV yap TTapaoetyJ.La TOVT 
Jl ""'\\ ' I () \ \ f "" ' 81 't\ exovTES f'ai\1\0V Et.UOJ-'E a Ka£ -ra 'f}fLLV aya a, Kav 

16 el8wf£EV, E1TtTevg6J.LeOa avTwv. 1Tt,{}av6T'f}Ta f£Ev 
1' '' \ f \1 Jl ~\ ""' ' I ovv exet Tt,va o 1\oyos, eotKE oE -rats E1Tt,OT'YJJ.Lats 

~ ,! "" ""' \ ) () ""' \ ',! I \ ota'Ywvetv· 1Taaa£ yap aya ov Ttvos e'rtEJ.LEVa£ Kat 5 
''~' 'r ..... \1 ' .... TO EVOEES E'TT£':;, 'Y)TOVaat 1Tapai\Et.1TOVUt T'f)V jiVWUtV 
' ""' I Q I() \ ""' \ I avTov· KatTOt, JJO'YJ TJJ.La T'Y)I\£KOVTOV TOVS TEXV'Tas 

~ , "" ' ~' , r "" ' "' a1TaVTas ayvoetv Kat f''f}O E1Tt'=' 'YJTEtV ovK EVI\oyov. 
J1 ~\ \ I ',./.. \ ()I f,./.. I 't\ I 16 awopov 0€ Kat T£ W'r€1\Tj 'Y)UETat V'raVT'YJS '1J TEKTWV 

\ \ f A I '8' ' , ' A 'ITpos T'Y}V avTov TEXV'YJV E£ ws To avTo TOVTO 

[ ' ()1]1"' ""'' I 't\ I aya OV , 'f} 1TWS taTpLKWTEpOS TJ UTpaT'Y)jltKWTEpOS 10 
Jl f \ '~ I ) \ () I ,! I 
EUTat 0 T'Y)V toeav aVTTJV TE Eaf.LEVOS. 'ratVE'rat 

' \ )~\ \ f I ~ ' "" ~ f.LEV yap OVO€ TTJV vytetav OVTWS E'TT£UKO'TTE£V 0 
' I ) \ \ \ \ •) () I ""'\ \ ~) Jl \ 
taTpos, a/\1\a TTJV av pw1Tov, f.La/\1\0V o taws T'T}V 

""'~ ()' ~~ \ ' I \ \ \ TOVoE• Ka EKaUTOV yap taTpEVE£. Kat, 1TEpt fLEV 
I '' ""' '18 TOVTWV E'TT£ TOUOVTOV Etp7]U W. 

.. II I\ ~' ' 1\() ' ' ' y I ' () I V1l ai\LV o E'TTUV€1\ WJLEV €17'£ TO t;,'f}TOVJLEVOV aya OV1 15 
I ' '' '' ,! I \ \ Jl\ \ ' !1\ \ Tt '1TOT av ELTJ. 'ratVETa£ JLEV yap al\1\0 EV a/\1\"{J 

ll; \ I ''\ \ }_ ' ' ""' \ 
wpa~ et Kat TEXVTJ • ai\1\0 yap ev taTptK'[} Kat aTpa-

T'Y)YtKij, Kat2 Ta'is AOt1Ta'is OJ.Lolws. Tl oi5v EKaaT'YJS 
' ()1 '' 1' I \ \ \ I ""' Taya OV j 'f} OV xaptV Ta 1\0t'lra 1TpaTTETat j TOVTO 

1 sic Kb: secl. ed.: a.uTo To d."'ta.fJov Lb, To a.uroa.'Ya.fJov Mb. 
I Kci71? ed. 

• Or perhaps 'to supply what is lacking of it' (the good 
at which they aim) ; cf. c. vii. 17. 

11 i.e., the particular good which is the end of his own 
science. 
24. 
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cable or attainable by man ; but the Good which and useleu 
k. · d •tl • h h even as a we are now see 1ng IS a goo WI un uman reac . guide to the 

14 But possibly someone may think that to know the attainm?nt 

Ideal Good may be desirable as an aid to achieving ~~fer:~~;. 
those goods which are practicable and attainable : 
having the Ideal Good as a pattern we shall more 
easily know what things are good for us, and knowing 

1~ them, obtain them. Now it is true that this argu
ment has a certain plausibility ; but it does not seem 
to square with the actual procedure of the sciences. 
For these all aim at some good, and seek to make 
up their deficiencies,a but they do not trouble about 
a knowledge of the Ideal Good. Yet if it were so 
potent an aid, it is improbable that all the professors 
of the arts and sciences should not know it, nor even 

16 seek to discover it. Moreover, it is not easy to see 
how knowing that same Ideal Good will help a weaver 
or carpenter in the practice of his own craft, or how 

t anybody will be a better physician or general for 
t having contemplated the absolute Idea. In fact it 
I does not appear that the physician studies even I health b in the abstract ; he studies the health of the 
1 · human being-or rather of some particular human 
r being, for it is individuals that he has to cure. 
[

1

t.· Let us here conclude our discussion of this subject. 
, vii We may now return to the Good which is the Happiness 

i object of our search, and try to find out what exactly ~~;reme 
t it can be. For good appears to be one thing in one practical 

pursuit or art and another in another : it is different ~~!~se (a) 
in medicine from what it is in strategy, and so on pe~ect or 

with the rest of the arts. What definition of the ~)~~~~~d 
Good then will hold true in all the arts ? Perhaps ~~~~~~ret 
we may define it as that for the sake of which every- in itselL 

8 

thing else is done. This applies to something 

iS 
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8, , t "" ' f ' t "" ~ \ , 
EV taTp£K'{J JLEV V')'tE'ta, E'V crrpaT'1}')'£K'{J OE" VtiCTJ 1 2C 

t t ~ "" ~t t I t -"\ \ ~J N\ \ t f I 
EV OtKOOOJL£K'[} 0 O£Kta, EV a/\1\t.p 0 Q./\1\01 EV aTTaU'lJ 

~ \ I~ \ I \ 1\ I \ 
OE' '11pa~E£ Ka£ TTpoatpEO'E£ TO TE/\OS• TOVTOV yap 

~ \ \ \ I I 
EVEKa Ta I\0£7Ta TTpaTTOVO't, 'TTQ.VTES". f/ ' , 1 "" WO'T Et, Tt, TWV 

"" f I t \ 1\ "" t " Jl \ 
TTpaKTWV aTTaVTWV EO"T£ TE/\OS1 TOVT av El/1] TO 

\ ' 8' t ~\ \ I "" Q I 2 TTpaK.TOV aya OV, Et, OE 11'1\ELW, TaVTa. JLETaJJatVWV 

~ \ f \ I t t \ ',/.." - ~t " OTJ 0 /\O')'OS ELS" TaVTOV a'f'LJCTat,• TOV'TO o ET£ 25 

3 J.Lii.Uov 8taaacpfjaa£ TTEtpaTeov. lTTe~ 8~2 
TTAelw 

,/... I \ 1\ I ~t f I 8 I ~ t 
'f'atVETa£ Ta TE/\'1}, TOVTWV o atpOVJLE a T£Va Of, 

ETEpa, a ofov 'TTAOV'TOV' avAovs' ICa~ OAWS' TU opyava, 

~ ""\ f t " I 1\ \ ~t " 
07}1\0V WS OVK. EO'Tt, TT«VTa TEI\Eta • TO o aptO'TOV 

1\ I ,/.. I f/ t t I t ~ I 
'TEI\Ef,OV T£ 'f'a£VETa£. WO'T E£ JLEV EO'TtV EV 'Tf, JLOVOV 

1\ ..... , " , , r , , ~ , , 1 
'TEI\Ef,OV1 TOVT av· €£TJ 'TO f;,'1J'TOVJLEVOV1 E£ OE '1TI\€£W1 SO 

' 'Td TEAEt,OTaTov TOVTWV. TEAEtOTEpov DE ,\lyop.ev 

\ 8' f \ ~ \ """" ~ t ~ \ \ ~ I 
'TO Ka aVTO O£WKTOV TOV Of, €TEpOV Kat TO ft'YJOE• 

~ , ..,, \ f \ ..... '5 8' f \ \ ~ ' 
'ITO'T€ Of, a/\1\0 atpETOV TWV Kat, Ka aVTa Kat o£a 

"""'8' 8 f ..... \ f \ "" ~ ' 1\ \ 8' 'TOV atpETWV1 K.a£ aTTI\WS" 0'1] 7"E/\E£0V TO Ka 

t ' e ' ' \ \ ~ 1 ~ , -"\ \ "" 6 aVTO atpETOV aEt, Ka£ JL'Y]OE'TTO'TE 0£ a/\1\0 'TOtOVTOV 

~t JJ t ~ I I\ t ., ~ "' I \ 
0 .1 E'VoatJLOVta J.Lai\£0"T E£Va£ OOKE£ • TaVT'Y)V yap 1( 

f I 8 t \ ~ t t \ \ t ~ I ~ t -"\ \ 
atpOVJLE a aEt, 0£ aVT'f}V Kat, OVOE'TTOT€ Of, a/V\0 ~ 

1 d ,, T' Zwinger. I a.q Hel.: 8~. a lTEpov Kbr. 
' a.v>..ous secl. Zell. 1 Kal add. Felicianus. 
• a,' aura K b. &' aUTO Asp., ol 4)..)..o r. 
• Of. c. ii. I. 
• Perhaps a note on ' iastruments,' interpolated. 
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different in each different art-to health in the case 
of medicine, to victory in that of strategy, to a house 
in architecture, and to something else in each of the 
other arts ; but in every pursuit or undertaking it 
describes the end of that pursuit or undertaking, 
since in all of them it is for the sake of the end that 
everything else is done. Hence ifthere be something 
which is the end of all the things done by human 
action, this 'vill be the practicable Good-or if 
there be several such ends, the sum of these will 

2 be the Good. Thus by changing its ground the 
argument has reached the same result as before.0 

We must attempt however to render this still more 
precise. 

3 Now there do appear to be several ends at which 
our actions aim ; but as we choose some of them
for instance wealth, or flutes," and instruments 
generally-·as a means to something else, it is clear 
that not all of them are final ends ; whereas the 
Supreme Good seems to be something final. Con
sequently if there be some one thing which alone 
is a final end, this thing-or if there be several final 
ends, the one among them which is the most final-

' will be the Good which we are seeking. In speaking 
of degrees of finality, we mean that a thing pursued 
as an end in itself is more final than one pursued as 
a means to something else, and that a thing never 
chosen as a means to anything else is more final 
than things chosen both as ends in themselves and 
as means to that thing ; and accordingly a thing 
chosen always as an end and never as a means we 

G call absolutely final. Now happiness above all else 
appears to be absolutely final in this sense, since we 
always choose it for its own sake and never as a 

27 
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\ ~ \ \ f8 \ \ A \ A t ' 'r'f.L YJV OE ICa£ 'YJ OV'Y}V ICO.£ VOVV ICa£ 'ITaaav apErTJV 
f I (} \ \ 8 ' ' I (.. (} \ \ ' at.pOVJLE a. JLEV KO.t, t, O.VTO. 'JA''YJ EVOS yap a'ITO• 

Q 1 f\ 1 8' 'l\ ~ ' """ ) f I () 
~O.t,VOVTOS E/\Of,J.LE aV EKO.UTOV aVTWV , at,pOVJLE a. 
~ \ \ ""' '~ 1 I ~ \ I f 
oE Kat, T'Y}S EVoat,JLOVt,aS X,apt.V, oLa TOVTWV V'TTO• I 
\ Q I '~ I \ ~, '~ I 
1\aJLJJaVOVTES EVoat,p.,OVTJUEt,V• T'YJV 0 EVoat.JLOVt,aV 

'~ \ f "" I I '~' tl\ ~' ~\\ OVOELS O.t,pEtTat, TOVTWV xapt,V, OVO 01\WS o£ Cl/\1\0. 
m 1 ~' ' , .... , 1 , , , 6 ':l!at,VETat, OE Kat, EK T'Y}S avTapKEt,aS TO aVTO UVJL• 

Q 1 \ \ 1\ , 8 \ J1 ., ~ "' 
~at,VEt,V. TO yap TEI\Et,OV aya OV avTapKES Et,Va£ OOKEt,. 

, ~, , , 1 , , .... 1 .... r "" 
TO o avTapKES 1\EYOJLEV OVK aVTlp JLOVqJ, Tip e:,WVT£ 
Q1 I '\\\ \ ...,. \ I \ 
~t,OV JLOVWT'Y}V, al\1\a Kat, yoVEVUt. Kat, TEKVOI,S Kat, 10 

\ \ fl\ "" ,/... 1\ \ \ 1 ' ~ \ 
yvva£Kt, Kat, 01\WS TOt,S 'f'£1\0t,S Kat, '11'01\t,Tat,S, E'lTEf,O'YJ 

7 cpVUE£ '1TOA£TI,KOV
1 02 

av8pw7TOS. TOVTWV 8€ A'Y}'lTTI.os 
fl ' 1 \ ' \ \ "" 3 ' opos Tt,S• E'TTEKTELVOVTt, yap E'TTt, TOVS yovEt.S KO.t, 

\ ' I \ ...,. ,/... 1\ \ ,/... 1\ t 
TOVS a'TToyoVOVS Kat, TWV 'f'ti\WV TOVS 'f't,/\OVS Et,S 
" I '\ \ \ ...,. \ ' ...,.() ' 16 O.'TTEtpov TTpOEtU£V. 0.1\1\a TOVTO JLEV Et,UaV £S ETTt,• 

1 \ ~' Jl I(} t\ I 
UKE7TTEOV, TO o avTapKES Tt EJLEV 0 JLOVOVJ.LEVOV 

f \ ' "" \ Ql \ ~ \ ' ~ ..... .... • 
at.pE'TOV 1TOLEt, TOV JJtOV Kat, JL'Y}OEVOS EVoEa • TOtOVTOV j 

8 ~ \ \ '~ I 'I /a 1' J1 ~ \ I f 
OE T'Y}V EVoatJLOVtaV OLOJLEUa ELVat. ETt OE 'TTaVTWV a£• 

I \ 8 I 8 I I 
pETWTaT'Y}V f''Y} UVVapt JLOVJ.LEV'Y}V-GVVapt JLOVJLEV'Y}V 

\ 6 ~ ..... , f f 1 7 \ ..... ,, 1 
yap 0'1}/\0V WS at,pETWTEpav fLETa TOV E/\aXtUTOV 

...,. ' 8...,. f \ \ ' 8""" I \ TWV aya wv, VTTEPOX'YJ yap aya wv ytvETat, TO 

8 I ' 8 """ ~ \ \ "Y t 1 
'ITpOUTt EJLEVOV, aya WV OE TO J.LEte:,OV atpETWTEpOV 

1 ro'XLTLKos Lb. 1 o om. Lb. 
1 ")'OVEts (rwv "f6vewv> Rassow : fort. rpO"f6vovs ed. 
' a.lperov Kb Asp., lLpKLov Ka.l a.lperov Lbr, a.lperov Ka.l 4pKLOJ1 

Mb, fort. llpKLov ed. 
G o-vva.pL8p.ovp.€v1J r. I ")'ap Ar.: oe. '1 a.lpETWTEpa. r. 

a Lit. 'a political thing.' Pol. 1253 a 2 adds tc;ov, 'a 
political animal.' 

" A probable emendation gives ' renders life sufficient, 
that is, lacking in nothing.' 

0 Be. but as including all other good things as the end 
includes the means. 
18 
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means to something else ; whereas honour, pleasure, 
intelligence, and excellence in its various forms, we 
choose indeed for their own sakes (since we should 
be glad to have each of them although no extraneous 
advantage resulted from it), but we also choose them 
for the sake of happiness, in the belief that they will 
be a means to our securing it. But no one chooses 
happiness for the sake of honour, pleasure, etc., 
nor as a means to anything whatever other than 
itself. 

6 The same conclusion also appears to follow from 
a consideration of the self-sufficiency of happiness
for it is felt that the final good must be a thing 
sufficient in itself. The term self-sufficient, how
ever, we employ with reference not to oneself alone, 
living a life of isolation, but also to one's parents and 
children and wife, and one's friends and fellow 
citizens in g~neral, since man is by nature a social 

7 being.a On the other hand a limit has to be assumed 
in these relationships; for if'the list be extended 
to one's ancestors and des<;!endants and to the friends 
of one's friends, it will go on ad infinitum. But this 
is a point that must be considered later on ; we take 
a self-sufficient thing to mean a thing which merely 
standing by itself alone renders life desirable and 
lacking in nothing,b and such a thing we deem happi-

8 ness to be. Moreover, we think happiness the most 
desirable of all good things without being itself 
reckoned as one among the rest ; o for if it were so 
reckoned, it is clear that we should consider it more 
desirable when even the smallest of other good things 
were combined with it, since this addition would 
result in a larger total of good, and of two goods the 
greater is always the more desirable. 
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tiEl. TEAEtov 81] T& cpalvETa£ Kal ailTapiC~S ..J tO 
'~ I A .... 1' 1\ 

EVoaLJLOVt.a, TWV '11'paKTWV OVUa T€1\0S. 
ft 'A\\t " \ \ '~ I \ J1 
.., .n../\1\ tCTWS T'YJV P,EV EVoat.p,ovtaV TO aptUTOV 

\ 1 f \ I I ,/.. I 8 "" ~' 
1\EJIELV Of.LOI\OJIOVJLEVOV 'T£ 'f'atVETat, '11'0 ELTat 0 

' I I ' Jl \ (}"' I ~\ 10 EVapyEUTEpov Tt, EUTtV E'Tt /\EX T}Vat. Taxa OTJ 

I t " ..,. ' ' \ A._() I \ t1 A ' (} I 
JIEVOtT av TOV'T , Et 1\Tj'f' El/1} TO epyov 'TOV av pwTTOV. 25 
fl ' ,, ... \ , \ ""' ' ' 

WUTTEP yap aVI\1]T1J Kat ayai\JLaToTrotcp Kat TraVTt, 
I \ fl\ 'I' ' \ t1 \ "/: t 

TEXVtT'(J, Kat OI\WS wv EU'T'tV epyov T£ Kat TTpa5t.S, EV 

""' , ~ "" ' (}' ., ' \ 1' ~ Tlp epyqJ OOKEt Taya OV E£Vat Kat TO EV1 OV'TW 
~II: " ' , 8 , , , , ' ... 
oOs-EtEV av Kat av pWTri.p, Et'TTEp EO'T£ Tt epyov aVTOV. 

I 1' I \ \ I ' \ tl 
11 'TTOTEpOV OVV TEKTOVOS JLEV Kat UKVTEWS EO'TLV Epya 

\ \ II: ' 8 I ~' '~ I ' '\ \' TtVa Kat TTpasEtS, av pw'TTOV 0 OVOEV EUTtV 1 a/\1\ 30 

' \ I J.. " (} I 'J..(J \ ""' \ \ apyov TTE..pVKEV; TJ Ka aTTEP o'f' ai\J.LOV Kat XEtpos 
\ ~ \ \ fl\ f I ""' I ,/... I I 

Kat. 'TI'OOOS Kat 01\WS EKaaTOV TWV J.LOpt.WV 'f'aLVETat 
t1 ~ \'(}I \ I " 

Tt epyov, ovTw Kat • av pwTrov 1Tapa TraVTa TavTa 

12 (} I " Jl I 1' ~ \ ""' ' " J1 I Et7] TtS aV epyov Tt j TL OVV O'YJ TOVT aV EI.TJ ?TOTE j 
\ \ ' ,....... \ ., ,/... I ' A 

TO P,EV yap e:,'YJV KOLVOV Et.Vat 'f'atVETat Kat TOt.S 
,/.. "" ,.. "" ~ \ \ ,~ ' J.. , , \ 
'f'V'TOtS, f:, 'YJ'TEtTa£ OE TO totov• a'f'optUTEOV apa T'Y)V t098t 

8 \ \ 'i: \ }" I t I ~\ ' (} 
pE'TT'TtK1JV Kat av5 rrrtKTJV e:,WT}V. E'1TOJ.LEV'YJ OE ata 1} • 

I " J1 ,/... I ~\ \ fl \ \ 
TtK'YJ T£S aV Et'YJ • 'f'atJ'ETat OE Kat, aVT'Y} KOLV'YJ Kat 

13 fl \ Q .a. \ \ }" I \ I ~ \ 
L'TT'TTlp Kat fJOt, Kat 1TaVT£ «:,lplp. I\Et1TETat, OTJ 7Tpa• 

I "' \I Jl ( I ~\ \ \ f 
KTtK'Y} 'TtS TOV 1\0JIOV EXOVTOS 'TOVTOV OE TO JLEV ws 

• 'Practice' for Aristotle denotes purposeful conduct, 
of which only rational beings are capable, cf. vr. ii. 2 note. 

" This anticipation of c. xiii. 19 is irrelevant, and states 
decisively a point there left doubtful. Also on grounds of 
Greek this parenthesis has been suspected as an interpolation, 
and perhaps we should leave it out and render the preceding 
words ' the practical life of a rational being.' 
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Happiness, therefore, being found to be something 
final and self-sufficient, is the End at which all 
actions aim. 

9 To say ho,vever that the Supreme Good is happiness Natux:e or 
will probably appear a truism ; we still require a ~::f!c~n;ss 
more explicit account of what constitutes happiness. from t.he 

P h th . th" b . . FunctiOn 10 er aps en we may arrive at IS y ascertaining of man. 
what is man's function. For the goodness or effi-
ciency of a flute-player or sculptor or craftsman of 
any sort, and in general of anybody who has some 
function or business to perform, is thought to reside 
in that function ; and similarly it may be held that 
the good of man resides in the function of man, if he 
has a function. 

11 Are we then to suppose that, 'vhile the carpenter 
and the shoemaker have definite functions o:r 
businesses belonging to them, man as such has none, 
and is not designed by nature to fulfil any function ? 
Must we not rather assume ~hat, just as the eye, 
the hand, the foot and each of the various members 
of the body manifestly has a certain function of its 
own, so a human being also has a certain function 
over and above all the functions of his particular 

12 members? What then precisely can this function 
be ? The mere act of living appears to be shared 
even by plants, ""hereas we are looking for the 
function peculiar to man; we must therefore set 
aside the vital activity of nutrition and growth. 
Next in the scale will come some form of sentient 
life ; but this too appears to be shared by horses, 

13 oxen, and animals generally. There remains there
fore what rna y be called the practical a life of the 
rational part of man. (This part has two divisions," 
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' ' l) 'Y ~ I ~ \ \ "~') , ~'I yap TO Ktuapt~:,Et,V 1 0'1TOVoatOV OE 'T'O EV • E£ O'YJ 
ff ' l) I 8 ~\ 18 tl f I 

OVTWS 1 avu pW7TOV OE Tt EJLEV Ep')'OV ~:,W'Y}V Tt,Va, 
I ~ \ ./, "' t I \ I/: \ \ .1 

TaVT'Y}V OE 'rVX'YJS' evepyet,aV Kat, 1Tpa~Et,S JLETa 1\0')'0V, 

l rr ~ 1 ~' ' ~ ' 1' ,.. , \ .... • 
u a1TOVoatOV 0 avopOS' EV TaVTa I(Q,t, Kai\WS', EKaUTOV 11 

~t "'' \ \ ' I ' \ ' \ "' , ~ \ 4 0 EV KaTa 'T''1JV Oti<EtaV apET'Y}V a1TOTEI\EtTat • E£ O'YJ 
• \ ' (J I ) (J \ ,/, ,.. t I 

ovrw, TO av pwrnvov aya ov 'rVX'YJS' evepyeta 
I. , ) I t ~\ \ I t ' I 

f'l.VETa£ KaT apET'Y)V, E£ OE 17'/\EtOVS Q,t, apeTa£1 

16 \ \ ' I ' \ \ I tl ~t t Q I 
KaTa T7JV apC.O'T'Y]V Kat 'T'€1\ELOTaT'Y}V. ETt, 0 EV ,._,up 

\ I I \ \ ~ \ Jl ' ""' '~ \ I 
TEI\Et<p • 1-'"a yap XEI\towv eap ov 1TOtEt, ovoe f.-'£a 
~ I t1 ~\ '~\ I \ '~ I I 

'l)JLEpa • OVTW OE OVO€ f.-'aKaptOV Kat, €VoaLf.-'OVa f.-'l,a 
t I '~' t\1 I 

'Y)J-'Epa OVO 0/U,')'OS XPOVOS. 10 
1 TouTou .•. 5tavooup.Evov secl. Grant. 
I a.q Susemihl: aE-. 8 dvOpc.Inrou ... oVTW secl. Bywater. 
' 57] Bonitz: of-. 

• In contrast with the mere state of possessing the faculty. 
" Literally ' activity of soul ' ; t/Jux-IJ however has a wider 

connotation than either ' soul ' or ' mind,, and includes 
the whole of the vitality of any living creature. 

0 The word p.aKaptos, rendered ' blessed ' or ' supremely 
happy,' is a derivative of p.aKap, the adjective applied in 
Homer and Hesiod to the gods and to those of mankind who 
have been admitted after death to the Islands of the Blest. 
See cc. x. 16, xii. 4. 
82 



~ 
I 
I 

NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, I. vii. 13-16 

one rational as obedient to principle, the other as 
possessing principle and exercising intelligence). 
Rational life again has two meanings ; let us assume 
that we are here concerned with the active exercise a 
of the rational faculty, since this seems to be the 

14 more proper sense of the term. If then the function 
of man is the active exercise of the soul's faculties b 

in conformity with rational principle, or at all events 
not in dissociation from rational principle, and if we 
acknowledge the function of an individual and of a 
good individual of the same class (for instance, a 
harper and a good harper, and so generally with all 
classes) to be generically the same, the qualification 
of the latter's superiority in excellence being added 
to the function in his case (I mean that if the function 
of a harper is to play the harp, that of a good harper 
is to play the harp well): if this is so, and if we 
declare that the function of man is a certain form of 
life, and define that form of l~fe as the exercise of 
the soul's faculties and activities in association with 

13 rational principle, and say that the function of a good 
man is to perfonn these activities well and rightly, 
and if a function is well performed when it is per
formed in accordance with its own proper excellence 
-from these premises it follows that the Good of Definition of 
man is the active exercise of his soul's faculties in Happineaa. 

conformity with excellence or virtue, or if there be 
several human excellences or virtues, in conformity 

16 with the best and most perfect among them. More
over this activity must occupy a complete lifetime ; 
for one swallow does not make spring, nor does one 
fine day ; and similarly one day or a brief period of 
happiness does not make a man supremely blessed • 
and happy. 
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, .... ~, t ' ' .... 8 .... t ~, 
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I ~\l I t I J; J..l \ 
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23 a'TTovoaaTeov o'lTws 8topta8wat. KaAws· JLEya~TJv yap 

1 o11 ed.: oe. 

4 • •• I 4 b 0 ' t . ht 1· ' c 0'"' . 7 c. 111. - • r s raJg 1ne. 'J. c. tv. • 
• This is usually taken 'that is, different ones in different 

ways,' but Ka.L • • • o€ seems to refer to other classes as 
well. 
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17 Let this account then serve to describe the Good Ethics a 
in outline-for no doubt the proper procedure is to i~c~~~;e
begin by making a rough sketch, and to fill it in fore rot au 

afterwards. If a work has been well laid do,vn in :!fe~ce. 
outline, to carry it on and complete it in detail may 
be supposed to be within the capacity of anybody ; 
and in this \Vorking out of details 'fime seems to be 
a good inventor or at all events coadjutor. This 
indeed is how advances in the arts have actually 

18 come about, since anyone can fill in the gaps. Also 
the warning given above a must not be forgotten ; we 
must not look for equal exactness in all departments 
of study, but only such as belongs to the subject 
matter of each, and in such a degree as is appro-

19 priate to the particular line of enquiry. A carpenter 
and a geometrician both seek after a right angle,b 
hut in different ways ; the former is content with that 
approximation to it which satisfies the purpose of his 
work ; the latter, being a stud~nt of truth, looks for 
its essence or essential attributes. We should there
fore proceed in the same -manner in other subjects 
also, and not allo'v side issues to outweigh the main 
task in hand. 

20 Nor again must 've in all matters alike demand 
an explanation of the reason why things are what 
they are ; in some cases it is enough if the fact that 
they are so is satisfactorily established. 0 This is the 
case with first principles ; and the fact is the primary 

21 thing-it is a first principle. And principles are 
studied-some by induction, others by perception, 
others by some form of habituation, and also others 

22 otherwise a ; so we must endeavour to arrive at 
the principles of each kind in their natural manner, 
and must also be careful to define them correctly, 
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\ I \ ' ,... ""' \ \ '\ 8 "" I 1\EYOJ.LEVWV 7TEpt, aVT'YJS • Tlp J.LEV yap a/\"'} E£ TTaVTa 

avv4Set Ta {rrrapxovTa, T{jJ S€ if;evoe'i Taxv 8tacpwvei 

2 (TaA1JfJ€s] .1-VEVEJ.L"t]f-LEVWV 0~ 'TWV ayafJwv TP£Xfi, 
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l<a£ OJLOAOYOVJLEV?'}V V'1TO TWV 'YLI\OO'O'f'OVVTWV. 
t 8"" ~\ \ fl li:, \ \I \ 3 op WS OE Ka£ OT£ 1Tpas Et,S TtVES 1\EYOVTa£ Kat, 
) I \ 1\ tl \ ""' \ ./, \ ' 
evepyeta£ TO TE/\OS• OVTW yap TWV TTEpt -pVX?JV aya• 
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1 Rassow. 
2 ed.: TCtS 1/Jvxticas ivep'Yela.s repl 1/Jvx}w Kb, Tas ev. TAf 

lJivxtKas 1repl 'fvxf]v Lb. 

a The usual form of the proverb is ' The beginning is half 
of the whole.' Aristotle applies it by a sort of play on words 
to dpxfJ in its technical sense of a general principle of science, 
which is a ' beginning ' in the sense that it is the starting
point of deductive reasoning. There is a reminiscence of 
lfesiod, Works and Days 80, r'Xeov 'ljp,tcrv ra.11T6s, 'The half 
is more than the whole,' though the meaning of that is 
entirely different. 

• i.e. our definition of the Good for man, or happiness. 
0 The turn of phrase associates ' bodily goods ' with 

' goods of the soul,' both being personal, in contrast with 
the third class, 'external goods.' But it at once appears 
that the important distinction is between 'goods of. the 
aou 1 ' on the one hand and all the rest (' the goods in the 
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!3 since they are of great importance for the subsequent 
course of the enquiry. The beginning is admittedly 
more than half of the whole,a and throws light at 
once on many of the questions under investigation. 

riii Accordingly we must examine our first principle & cc. vtff-xfL 

not only as a logical conclusion deduced from certain ~:~~~i~:.or 
premises but also in the light of the current opinions tested. 

th b. t F ·r •t• b t 11 th c. viii. It on e su ~ ec . or 1 a propos1 Ion e rue, a e sa tis flea 
facts harmonize with it, but if it is false, it is soon cu~nt; 
.t d b d" d • h h OplDlODL 1oun to e 1scor ant Wit t em. 

! Now things good have been divided into three 
classes, external goods on the one hand, and goods 
of the soul and of the body on the other 0 ; and of 
these three kinds of goods, those of the soul we 
commonly pronounce good in the fullest sense and 
the highest degree. But it is our actions and the 
soul's active exercise of its functions d that we posit 
(as being Happiness); hence so far as this opinion 
goes-and it· is of long standing, and generally 
accepted by students of philosophy-it supports 
the correctness of our definition of Happiness. 

3 It also shows it to be right merely in declaring the 
End to consist in actions or activities of some sort, for 
thus the End is included among goods of the soul, and 
not among external goods. • 

4 Again, our definition accords with the description 
of the happy man as one who ' lives well ' or ' does 

body and those outside and of fortune,' vn. xiil. 2) on the 
other. Hence in § 8 'external goods 'must include 'bodily 
goods,' as also §§ 15 f., where 'external goods' are sub
divided into the instruments and the indispensable condi· 
tions of well-being (and so in more scientific language, 
c. ix. 7), the latter subdivision including beauty, the only 
bodily good there specified. 

• See the definition, c. vii. 1.5. • See note •. 
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~ ' ' , r ., ., , , 1:.' 
p,ova. UXEOOV yap £V~Wta TIS Etprrrat Kat E:VTI'pa!ita. • 

.J... I ~\ \ \ ' y , \ \ '~ I 'YatVETa£ OE Kat Ta E'1Tt~ "')TOVJLEVa 'TTEpt, T'Y}V EVoa'• 

I tf ()' t' I ""' \ () I "' \ \ 6 fLOVtav a'TTaV V'1TapXE£V TltJ /\EX EVT£. TOtS f'EV yap 

apeT7}, TOt~ OE cppov"'}at~, aAAot~ 8E aocpla. TIS elva£ 

ooKe'i· Tots 8€ TavTa ~ ToVz-wv Tt JLefJ' ~oovfjs ~ 2a 

' N t'~ .-. tf ~\ \ \ ' \ ' I OVK aVEV 'YJOOVTJS'• ETEpOt 0€ Kat T'l}V EK'TOS' EVETT]ptaV 

7 UVJL7TapaAaJLf3avovatv. TovTwv o€ Ta JLEV 7To.AAol 
\ \ \ \I \ ~\ '\1 \ Jl ~ /::. 

Kat 7Tal\at.ot 1\Eyovat.v, Ta oE O/\tyor, Kat evoo~ o£ 
J/ ~ ) ~ I ~ \ I Jl\ ~ I 
avopE~ • OVOETEpov~ OE TOVTWV EV/\O')'OV otaf£apTaVELV 

""' tl\ '\ \' tf I 't\ \ \ \ "' 
TOtS 0/\0£~, a/\1\ EV /'E 'T£ TJ Kat Ta '1T/\E£aTa KaT• 

8 () .-. "" \ 'i' \ I \ ' \ 'i\ ' I op OVV. TOtS JLEV OVV 1\E')'OVU£ 'T"'}V apE'T"'}V "'} apE'T'Y}V 80 

~I 1 ' f \I I I ' f T£Va UVVlpOO~ Ea'T&V 0 /\O')'OS' • TaVTT)~ yap EaT tV 1J 
n ' ' ' ~ 1 ~ J...l ~', , , v KaT aVTT)V evepyeta. ota\fepet oE t.aw~ ov JLtKpov 

~, ' I ' 'f" I ll; \ '1:. ' I o evepyetav ovx ot.ov 'TE • 1Tpa~ Et yap E~ avayK"'}S 1 

\ 1' I/; tf ~' '0 \ I ' f Kat ev 7Tpa':J Et. wa'lTEP o 1\VfL'lTtaatv ovx O£ 

1\\ \ ' I ,/.. .-. -~\\' f , ICa/\1\taTot Kat taxvpo-raTot aT6.,..,avovvTat a/\1\ or, 6 t 

O.ywvt,6p.Evot (-ro&rwv yelp nvEs VtKWuw), oV-rw I I 
1 tTVv'iJ56s vulg. : uu11opos Kb, tTup.cpwvos Lb. 
• Richards. 
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well ' ; for it has virtually identified happiness with 
a form of good life or doing wen.a 

1 And moreover all the various characteristics that 
are looked for in happiness are found to belong to 

8 the Good as we define it. Some people think happi
ness is goodness or virtue, others prudence, others 
a form of wisdom; others again say it is all of these 
things, or one of them, in cornbination with pleasure, 
or accompanied by pleasure as an indispensable 
adjunct ; another school include external prosperity 

7 as a concomitant factor. Some of these views have 
been held by many people and from ancient times, 
others by a few distinguished men, and neither class 
is likely to be altogether mistaken ; the probability 
is that their beliefs are at least partly, or indeed 
mainly, correct. 

8 Now with those who pronounce happiness to be 
virtue, or some particular virtue, our definition is in 
agreement; for 'activity in conforinity with virtue' 

9 involves virtue. But no doubt it n1akes a great 
difference whether we conceive the Supreme Good 
to depend on possessing virtue or on displaying it
on disposition, or on the manifestation of a disposi
tion in action. For a rnan n1ay possess the dis· 
position without its producing any good result, as for 
instance when he is asleep, or has ceased to function 
from some other cause ; but virtue in active exercise 
cannot be inoperative-it will of necessity act, and 
act well. And just as at the Olympic games the 
wreaths of victory are not bestowed upon the hand
somest and strongest persons present, but on men 
who enter for the competitions-since it is among 
these that the winners are found,-so it is those who 

1 Of. c. iv. 2 note. 
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\ .-. t .-. Ql __ '\ .-. ' 8"' • I 
Ka£ 'TWV EV -rep f-1Llp Ka/\WV Kaya WV 01. wparrOV'TEr 
'6"' t IQ \ I " ~\ \ f Ql 10 op WS E't'T"f}p0/\0£ yc.yvov-ra£. EaT£ OE Kat 0 f-1LOS 

t "' 8' t \ t ~ I \ \ \ f/~ 8 "' aVTWV Ka atJ'TOV 'YJOVS. TO fLEV yap TJOEa at, TWV 
9

/• "' f I ~, t \ t ~ \ \ c\ \ I 
-yVXtKWV 1 EKaaTtp a EO'TtV 'Y}OV wpos 0 1\EJ'ETa£ 

cptAoTotofhos, olav i7T1TOS p,~v -rip cptAl1T7Tq_J, 8€ap,a 
~\ "' ,/.. \ l) I \ t \ ~\ I \ \ 
OE 'TqJ 'I'L/\OUEWptp1 TOV aVTOV OE 'Tp07TOV Kat Ta 10 
~' "' ,/.. ' ~ ' ' fl\ ' ' ' ' " otKa£a TCfJ 'I'L/\OOLKaU.p Ka£ 01\WS Ta KaT apETTJV TC{;J 
,/..\ I "" \ 1' \\"" \ t~l I 11 'I'L/\apETqJ • TOC.S J.LEV OVV '1101\1\0LS Ta TJOEa p,aXETat,, 
~' ' ',/..' "'' 1' ... ~\ J...' 1\ o£a TO fLTJ 'f'VGEt, TOt.aVT €tVa£, TOIS oE 'PL/\OKa/\O£S 
t \ f ~ I \ ,/.. I t ~ I "' ~' ' \ ~ , 

EGTtV 'Y)OEa Ta 'I'VGEL TJOEa, TOLaVTat 0 aEL at KaT 
) \ I(; tl \ I ' \ t~ "" \ 

apET'Y}V 7Tpae:, EtS, waT€ KaL TOVTOLS EtatV TJOEtat Ka£ 

12 8' f I ' ~ \ ~ \ 2 ~ "" "' t ~ "' f Ka aVTaS. OVOEV OTJ 11poao€tTat 'T'YJS TJOOVTJS 0 15 
R' ' "' fl ' I ,,,, , ' ,_,c.os atn'wv wa7Tep '1TEpLa1TTOV T£vos, a/V\ EXEL T'YJV 
f ~ \ t f "' \ "" ' I \ '~, 

'Y}OOVTJV ev eavTcp. 77pos -rots ELPTJfLEVOLS yap ova 
' \ , l)\ t ' ' "" \ "" '1:. E0'7'tV ayauos 0 J.L'YJ xat,pwv Tats Ka/\UIS 7Tpas eat,v• , \ ~ ' ' ~ \ ,, ,, \ ' ' 

Otn'E yap OLKal.OV OVOEtS aV Et7TO£ TOV J.L'YJ xatpOVTa 
,... ~ "" Jl ) '\ l) I \ \ I 

Ttp_ OLKato7Tpayetv J OV'T E/\EVvEptov TOV ILTJ xaLpovTa 
"" t\ 8 I 1(; t I ~ \ \ ' \ ,... 

TatS E/\EV EpLOtS '1Tpa5 EaLV, OfLOLWS _ OE Kat E7TL TWV 20 
,, \ ' ~, tl • 8' f \ ,, 1' f , 13 a/\1\wv· E£ o ovTw, Ka avTas av EtEV at KaT 
, ' '1:. t~ "" ~\\ \ \ \ , 8 ' apET'YJV 77pa5 ets. 'Y}OEt.at,.-CU\1\a ILTJV Kat aya at, j'E 

1 cld a.l Kb, a.l cett. 

• Not an experience of the body ( cf. x. iii. 6), even in 
the case of ' bodily pleasures.' This brings pleasure 
within the definition of happiness as " an activity of the 
soul." 

• Morally inferior people like things that are only pleasant 
<~accidentally,' i.e. owing not to some quality inherent in 
the thing but to something extraneous to it, viz. some 
depravity of taste or temporary affection in the person. 
Hence not only do different people think different things 
pleasant but the same person thinks the same thing pleasant 
at one time and unpleasant at another-and so repents 
to-day of his indulgence yesterday; or he desires two in• 
compatible things at once, or desires a thing with one part 
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act rightly who carry off the prizes and good things 
of life. 

10 And further, the life of active virtue is essentially 
pleasant. For the feeling of pleasure is an experi
ence of the soul,a and a thing gives a man pleasure 
in regard to which he is described as ' fond of ' so
and-so : for instance a horse gives pleasure to one 
fond of horses, a play to one fond of the theatre, and 
similarly just actions are pleasant to the lover of 
justice, and acts conforming with virtue generally to 

11 the lover of virtue. But whereas the mass of man
kind take pleasure tn things that conflict with one 
another,b because they are not pleasant of their own 
nature, things pleasant by nature are pleasant to 
lovers of what is noble, and so always are actions in 
conformity with virtue, so that they are pleasant 
essentially as well as pleasant to lovers of the noble. 

12 Therefore their life has no need of pleasure as a sort 
of ornamental appendage, c but contains its pleasure 
in itself. For there is the further consideration that 
the man who does not enjoy doing noble actions is 
not a good man at all : no one would call a man just 
if he did not like acting justly, nor liberal if he did not 
like doing liberal things, and similarly with the other 

· 13 virtues. But if so, actions in conformity with virtue 
must be essentially pleasant. 

But they are also of course both good and noble, 

of his nature that he dislikes with another, so that there 
is a conflict between his desires, or between his desire for 
pleasure and his wish for what he thinks good (see IX. iv., 

. esp. §§ 8-10, and contrast§ 5). 
• The word is especially used of an amulet hung round 

the neck or fastened round a limb. 
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' ' , ' ,, , fl , Kat, l<al\at, Kat, JLatuUTa Totn"wv £«acrrov, £t7Tep 
__ \ "" I \ ' ,... ~ ~ ""' I ~' f Kat\WS KptV€£ 1T€pt aVTWV 0 0"1TOVoatos• KptV€£ 0 WS 

14 Jl '' Jl \ I\ \ \ tf~ f €1/TTOJLEV. apurrov apa Ka£ Ka/\1\tO'TOV Kat 'Y}0£0'TOV 7J 
'~ I \ t ~ I ,... \ \ 

evoatJLOVLa, Kat ov otwptaTat, TavTa KaTa To 26 
A \ \ ' ' U'Y}I\taKOV E1TtypaJLp,a-

l \ \ \ ~ I \ ,... ~, f I 
Ka/\1\UJ'TOV TO otKa£OTaTOV, 1\lpO"TOV o vyt.aLV€t,V, 
ff~ ~ ' , ,/.. , "' , .... ' .... 

'Y}otaTov oe 11'€\.fVX ov T£S epq. To TVXEt..v-, 

fll \ t I ,... ""')/ ' I 
a1TavTa yap V1Tapxe£ TavTa Tats apt.aTats evepyetats• 

I ~I ~ f I \ ' f ,/... \ 1' 
TaVTaS oE, 7J JLtaV TOVTWV T'Y}V aptGT?JV, 'PafLEV Et.Va.£ 80 

15 \ ' ~ I _,/.. I ~' tf \ ,... ' \ 
T?JV evoatp,ovtav .~atveTat o op,ws Kat Twv EKTOS , o.... ~ , e , ,, ,~ , 
aya wv 1Tpoaoeop,EV7J, Ka a1Tep Et1Top,ev· aovvaTov 

\ 't\ ' t I~ \ \ \ I ) I 
yap 7J ov Pfl-OI..OV Ta Kal\a 1TpaTTE£V axOPYJYTJTOV 

ovTa. 1ToAAa fLEV yap 1TpaTTerat, KafJa'lTep Sr.' 1o9~: 
, . , ~ ' ,/.. ,, ' \ , \ \ .... 
opyavwv, OLa 'PLI\WV Ka£ 1TI\OVTOV Kat 'lTOI\£T£K'Y}S 
~ I ' I ~\ I f I \ 16 OVVafkEWS• EV£WV OE T'YJTWJLEVO£ pv'lTaLVOVO't TO 

, "' ' 1 , ' 1\\ ' p,aKaptov, otov · evyevetas, EVTEKVtas, Ka/\1\0VS • ov 
, ' '~ \ f \ '~ ' ' ~ 'ITavv yap evoatp,ovtKOS o T'Y}V toeav 'TTavatO'XYJS '¥} 

~ ' 't\ , \ , ,, ~' ,, 

OVO'YEV'Y}S 'YJ JLOVWT'YJS Kat aTEKVOS, ETt o tO'WS 5 
'F' Jl I "'~ 1' ~ ,/.. 1\ ~ 1 

'Y}TTOV, Et 'Tlp 1TayKaKOt 1TatoES EtEV 7J 'fJ£1\0£, 'YJ 

17 dyaOo~ ovTES TeOvEiatv.• KafJa1Tep o.Ov ei1Top,EV1 

, ~""'() '.... , , ' 
EOtKE 1TpOO'OELO' at Kat, T'YJS TOtaVT'Y}S EV'Y}JL€ptas• 

1 1) cpl"AoL om. Ha. : 1) post cpl"AoL om. Kb. 
t T€0va.L€v (vel supra €lcrl.v) Riehards. 

• It was one of the public duties of rich citizens at Athens 
to equip the chorus and actors of a drarna at their own 
expense. One so doing was called xoprryo~ (chorus-leader, 
as no doubt originally he was), and the dresses, etc., he 
supplied, xoprryla.. The latter term is frequently used by 
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and each in the highest degree, if the good man 
judges them rightly ; and his judgement is as we 

1' have said. It follows therefore that happiness is 
at once the best, the noblest, and the pleasantest 
of things : these qualities are not separated as the 
inscription at Delos makes out-

Justice is noblest, and health is best, 
But the heart's desire is the pleasantest-, 

for the best activities possess them all ; and it fs 
the best activities, or one activity which is the best 
of all, in which according to our definition happiness 
consists. 

15 Nevertheless it is manifest that happiness also 
requires external goods in addition, as we said; 
for it is impossible, or at least not easy, to play a 
noble part unless furnished with the necessary equip
ment. a For many noble actions require instruments 
for their· performance, in the shape of friends or 

16 wealth or political power; also there are certain 
external advantages, the lack of which sullies 
supreme felicity, such as good birth, satisfactory 
children, and personal beauty : a man of very ugly 
appearance or low birth, or childless and alone in 
the world, is not our idea of a happy man, and still 
less so perhaps is one who has children or friends b that 
are worthless, or who has had good ones but lost them 

17 by death. As we said therefore, happiness does 
seem to require the addition of external prosperity, 

Aristotle to denote the material equipment of life, and has 
almost or quite ceased to be felt as a metaphor. 

6 Perhaps ' or friends ' is slipped in because of ' alone 
in the world ' just above, but friends should not be men
tioned here among the indispensable conditions of happiness, 
as they were included just above among its instruments 
(see § 2 note). 
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&8w Els TaVrb ,&.rrovar,v lvr,or, ~v Eln-vxlav '1'fl 
'~ I [ t/ ~ \ \ ' I ] 1 EVoatfkOVLCf EVt.Ot OE T7JV apET7JV • 

lx ·oo ' ' "' I I , e ' • EV Kat O.'TTOpELTO.£ 'TTOTEpOV ECM"£ J.La 'Y)TOV 'J 
'8 \ '1\ Jl\ \ ' I '1\ I 8 I 
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"" '1\ \~\I I t \ 1' 
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\ _f!'\ \ t \ 8 A ~ I , 8 I II\ 

ICa£ W\1\0 Tt, EUT£ EWV oWp7J~a av pW1TO£S 1 EVI\OYOV 
\ \ '~ I 8 I ~ ., \ _!\ 

Ka£ T'YJV EVoat.~OVtaV EOUOOTOV E«,Va£1 Ka£ J.Lai\£CM"B 
..,. ' 8 I fl Q 1\ ~ \ \ \ ..,. \ 8 Twv av pw'TTLVWV oaqJ tJEI\TtaTov. W\1\a ToVTo JLEV 

II !!\ \ '1\ Jl l~f, t I ~ I 
£UWS" at\1\'fJS" av E£'1} UKErrEWS OLKEt.OTEpov 1 'PatVETa£ 
~ I '1\ t \ 8 I I ' '\ \ \ ~ ' ' \ I 
OE1 KaV E£ ~YJ EO'TTEfk'TTTOS EO'T£V aiV\a 0£ apET7JV 1(0.1. 1& 

18 '1\ Jl I A (} I 
T£VO. ~a. 'Y}UtV 7J aUK'Y)Ut,V 'TTapayt.VETa£1 TWV Et,OTaTWV 

c:lvat,• '1"0 yd.p Tfjs apeTfjS a8Aov Kai TEAOS apurrov 
?. ~ I \ 8 "" I \ I II ~t 4 E«,Va£ 'PatVETat, Kat ELOV Tt, Ka£ J.LaKapt,OV. E£7} a 

"' \ \ I ~ ' \ t I l: A .... 
O.V KQ.£ 'TTOI\VKOtVOV • OVVaTOV yap V'TTape:, ar, 'TTaO'£ TO IS 

\ I \ ' \ ~I (}I 
~'TJ 'TTE'1T'Y)pW~EVO£S 1TpOS apET'Y)V ot,a TtVOS" J.La 'YJUEWS 

\ t \ I ' ~; ' \ fl Q 1\ '1\ ~ \ 5 Kat, E'TTi,J.LEI\Et.aS. E£ 0 EO'TLV OVTW fJEI\T£0V 'fJ a£0. 20 
, '~ ... . ,, , " , \ 

TVX'YJV evoatfkOVE£V 1 EVI\oyov EXE£V OVTWS" 1 Et'TTEP Ta 
\~I f 'f'l -~\\ t/ fl 

KaTa 'Pvatv 1 ws ot.ov TE KaAI\t.aTa EXE£V 1 OVTW 
I~ f I ~\ \ \ \ I \ A 

6 'TTE'PVKEV 1 OJ.LOLWS oe Ka£ Ta KaTa TEXV'YJV Ka£ 'TTaaav 
' I \ 1\ \ 1 \ \ , I \ ~ \ 

4£T£aV, Ka£ J.Lal\taTa ( Ta) KaT a T'YJV apt.UT'YJV • TO OE 
I \ I\\ ' 1,/, I \ I \ 

f£Eyurrov Ka£ KaiV\t,aTov E'TTtTPErra' TVX1J 1\tav 'TTI\'f'Jf£• 
\ \ '1\ II ~ \ ~' ' \ \ , A \ I 7 ~EI\ES" av E£1}. UVJ.L'Yaves o EaT£ Kat El< Tov 1\oyov 26 

\ r I J1 \ ,/, A ' I [ t 
To r..,?]TOVf£EVov· EtpT}Ta£ yap 'PVX'YJS evepyeta KaT 

1 [lvLOL (Kb lrepot} ••• aper1}v] Gifanius. 2 Wilson. 

• This irrelevant addition looks like an interpolation. 
• i.e., theology, but Aristotle does not reopen the question 

In the Metaphysics or elsewhere. 
• i.e., the intelligence of man. 
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and this is why some people identify it with good 
fortune (though some identify it with virtue 0 ). 

lx It is this that gives rise to the question whether Happiness 

h • . th" th t b 1 t . d as defined app1ness IS a 1ng a can e earn , or acq u1re inde-

by training, or cultivated in some other manner, Fpendent of 

h h . . b t d b d" . d" ortune: or w et er It Is es owe y some IVIne tspensa-
2 tion or even by fortune. {I) Now if anything that 

men have is a gift of the gods, it is reasonable to 
suppose that happiness is divinely given-indeed 
of all man's possessions it is most likely to be so, 

3 inasmuch as it is the best of them all. This subject 
however may perhaps more properly belong to 
another branch of study." Still, even if happiness 
is not sent us from heaven, but is won by virtue and 
by some kind of study or practice, it seems to be one 
of the most divine things that exist. For the prize 
and end of goodness must clearly be supremely good 

4 -it must be something divine and blissful. (2) And 
also on our view it will admit of being 'videly diffused, 
since it can be attained thrbugh some process of 
study or effort by all persons whose capacity for 

6 virtue has not been stunted or maimed. (3) Again, 
if it is better to be happy as a result of one's own 
exertions than by the gift of fortune, it is reasonable 
to suppose that this is how happiness is won ; inas
much as in the world of nature things have a natural 
tendency to be ordered in the best possible way, 

6 and the same is true of the products of art, and of 
causation of any kind, and especially the highest.0 

\Vhereas that the greatest and noblest of all things 
should be left to fortune would be too contrary to 
the fitness of things. 

7 Light is also thrown on the question by our though it 
definition of happiness, which said that it is a certain ~~~~r;:,. of 
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\\ \ \ 8 \ \ I \ "" I 11 'TT0/\1\at yap JLETa. Ol\at ')ILVOVTat. Kat. 'TTaVTOtat TVXat 

\ \ [3' \ ' ~I \ 1\ , '8 ,... 
KaTa TOV tOV, KaL EJJOE xera£ TOV f.-tQI\LU'T EV EVOVVTa 

1\ ,/.. "" ,.., ') \ I 8 I 
JL~yal\at.s avp,t.popats 7TEpt7reaetv E'lTt y-r;pws, Ka awEp 

EV TOLS' ~puJ[Kots2 
'TTEPL 11puittou fLVBEVETU£ • TOV S€ 

I I' I \ \ I 
Totavrat.s XPYJOUf.tEl'OV TVXats Kat TEI\Evrr;aavTa 
'8'' '('' .,~ ,, 

a 1\LWS' OVOELS" ·EVOaLf.1.0l'L'=.,EL. 

n I 1' 'c;:., "\ \ '\:' I ) 0 I '~ 
% OTEpov OV1J OVO ai\1\0V OVOEVa al' /pWTI'CJJV EVoat.- 10 

I tl .,, r,.. \ "" I\ ~ \ \ (( 1\ 
p.ovLareov ews av ':>7], Kara ~Oi\WVa oE xpewv TEI\OS' 

f ""' , '~\ ~\ \ e I tl 1' I \ Jf 2 opav ; Et OE OYJ Kat ETEOV OVTWS', apa YE Kat EO'Tl,V 
'~ ' I ' ~' ' B' ,, ,... I £Voatp..WV TOTE E'TTEt..oav U7TO UVTJ; 7J TOVTO ye: 

.\ ""' N ''\ \ \ ,.., \ I f "" 
'/TaVT€1\WS' aT07TOV, a/\1\WS' TE Kat. TOLS' 1\EYOVUtV 'Y}fLtV 

l Burnet. I TpwtKots Kb. 

• C(. c. viii. 15, 16, and c. viii. 2 note. 
& Viz., that happiness dt"pends on us and not on fortune, 

the answer implied by the foregoing arguments to the 
question raised in § 1. 

c See Herodotus, i. 80-33. Solon visited Croesus, king 
of Lydia, and was shown all his treasures, but refused to 
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kind of activity of the soul ; whereas the remaining Fo~~~e u 

good things a are either merely indispensable condi- ~~~ ~:_::._ 
tions of happiness, or are of the nature of auxiliary 

8 means, and useful instrumentally. This conclusion " 
moreover agrees with what we laid down at the out
set ; for we stated that the Supreme Good was the 
end of political science, but the principal care of this 
science is to produce a certain character in the 
citizens, namely to make them virtuous, and capable 
of performing noble actions. 

9 We have good reasons therefore for not speaking 
of an ox or horse or any other animal as being happy, 
because none of these is able to participate in noble 

10 activities. For this cause also children cannot be 
happy, for they are not old enough to be capable 
of noble acts ; when children are spoken of as 
happy, it is in compliment to their promise for the 
future. Happiness, as we said, requires both com-

11 plete goodness and a complete lifetime. For many 
reverses and vicissitudes of all sorts occur in the 
course of life, and it is poss~ble that the most prosper
ous man may encounter great disasters in his declin
ing years, as the story is told of Priam in the epics; 
but no one calls a man happy who meets with mis
fortunes like Priam's, and comes to a miserable end. 

I Are we then to count no other human being happy Happiness 
either, as long as he is alive ? Must we obey Solon's thetrero~18 , no eas1 y 

2 warning, c and ' look to the end ? And if we are aty~ct~d by 
indeed to lay down this rule can a man really vimssttudes ' of Fortune. 
be happy after he is dead ? Surely that is an 
extremely strange notion, especially for us who 

call him the happiest of mankind until he should have heard 
that he had ended his life without misfortune; he bade him 
'mark the end of every matter, how it should turn out.' 
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I 9 I I \ t~ I t 8\ \ \ I 
EVEpyc:taV "ftVa. TTJV £Voatp,ovtav; E£ € /.1/1] 1\E'}'Of'EV 11 

\ 8 "" '~ I ~ \ ~ 1\ "" 'TOV T€ VEWTa £Voa£JLOVa, /LTJOE ~01\WV TOVTO 
Q ,, -'- \ \ , ~ "" Jl , .A,. \ ..... 
tJOVI\ETa£, a/\1\ OTf, T'Y]Vt.KaVTa av T£S aa't'ai\WS 

I Jl 8 f t \ )I~ "" "" 
p,aKapt.U£££V av pw'TI'OV WS EKTOS 'YJO'Y] TWV KaKWV 
II \ "" ~ I 'I \ \ "" t 
ovra Kat TWV oVUTVXTJJLaTwv 1 EXE" p,Ev Kat TOVT 

) A._ ,Q I I ~ "" \ 1' I 1 "" 8 "" 
ap,'t't.UJJYJTT}UtV T£Va • OOKEt yap €£Vat, T£ Tt.p TE VEWT£ 

' ' ' ' 8 1 
" ' .... r"" 'a Ka£ KaKOV Kat, aya OV, E£'TI'Ep Kat, TqJ ~WVT£ ( f'EV ) 

\ '8 I ~I f' \ \ ' I \ 
f''YJ ata aVOJLEVqJ OE 1 OtOV Ttf-La£ Kat aTtp,ta£ Kat 20 

I \ ~\ ' I t i;l \ 
TEKVWV Kat, 01\WS a1TO'}'OVWV EV'TI'pa5 £a£ TE Kat 

~ ~ I ' I ~\ \ "" I "" 
t OVCM"VXtat,. a1Top£aV OE Kat, TaVTa 1TapEXEt, • TqJ 

\ I QQ I I I \ \ 
yap p,aKaptws tJEJJ£WKOTt, ILEXP' YTJPWS Kat, TEI\EV· 

I \\1 '~I \\\ Q\\ 
'T'YJUaVTt, KaTa 1\oyov Evoexe-rat, 1TOI\I\aS P,ETaJJOI\aS 

Ql \ \ t I \ \ \ t"" 
UVf'fJa£VE£V 1TEp£ TOVS EK'}'OVOVS 1 Kat, TOVS P,EV aVTWV 
, 8 ' i: ' ... f.l1 ..... , '1:1 ' aya OVS E vat. Kat TVXELV JJLOV TOV KaT a 5 tav, TOVS 25 
~J 'i: t I ~ """,\ ~J ~ \ ""' ' I 
0 Es EVaVT£aS • O'YJ OV 0 OT£ Kat TOtS a1TOUTTJP,aUt, 

' ' ... ~ .... , ' \ ' 1rpos Tovs yovets 1TavTooa1TWS EXE£V aVTovs ev-
~ .I Jl ~ \ I J '' ' Q I \ \ 
oEXETat,. aTo?Tov o'Y} ytvot,T av Et, UVJL/LETafJa/\1\0t, 

\ f 8 \ \ I f \ \ '~ I __!\ 
Kat, 0 'TE VEWS Ka£ • '}'LVOt.TO O'TE f'EJI EVoatp,WV '1Tai\£V 

1':. ~' "8\ Jl ~ \ \ \ ~ \ ~' J I 
u 0 a I\£0S• aT07TOV OE Kat, TO P,TJO€V f''YJO E7T£ T£Va SO 

xpovov UVV£KVEta8at, Ta TWV €Kyovwv Tois yovEVU£V. 
6 -'-\\J J I '\ \ I ) 81 I 

aN\ E7TaV£TEOV E7T£ TO 1TpOTEpov a7TOpTJ EV • Taxa. 
' " 8 8 I ' ' .... ' r , 'i: yap av ewpYJ Et,'Y} Kat, TO vvv E'1T£~YJTOVf£EVOV Es-

7 ' I ' ~ \ \ 1\ f " ~ ""' \ I 
EKE£VOV. E£ OTJ TO 'TE/\OS opav oEt, Kat TOTE p,aKa-

IY ~ , f Jl I -'- \\' ~ 
pt.~E£V EKaUTOV OVX WS OVTa p,a«aptoV aJ\1\ OTL 

I "i' """ J Jl t ~ J J \ ' 
1TpOTEpOV 'Y}V 1 'ITWS OVK aT01TOV E£1 O'T EU'Tt,V EV• 
~ I \ -'-\ 8 I t t "" \ t I 
oat,p,wv, J.L'YJ ai\T} evae7a.£ KaT avrov 'TO V1Tapxov 1 u 

1 ,., om. Kb. • Richards. 

• i.~., if our estimate of his life as happy or the reverse 
had to change. There is no idea of the dead being con
scious of what happens to their descendants ( cf. § 8 fin.), 
though this is inconsistently suggested by the wording of § 5. 

• That raised in§ 1. • That raised in§'· 
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8 define happiness as a form of activity ! While if 
on the other hand we refuse to speak of a dead man 
as happy, and Solon·s words do not mean this, but 
that only when a man is dead can one safely call 
him blessed as being now beyond the reach of evil 
and misfortune, this also admits of some dispute ; 
for it is believed that some evil and also some good 
can befall the dead, just as much as they can happen 
to the living without their being aware of it-for 
instance honours, and disgraces, and the prosperity 
and misfortunes of their children and their descend-

4 ants in general. But here too there is a difficulty. 
For suppose a man to have lived in perfect happi
ness until old age, and to have come to a correspond· 
ingly happy end : he may still have many vicissitudes 
befal1 his descendants, some of whom may be good 
and meet \vith the fortune they deserve, and others 
the opposite ;- and moreover these descendants may 
clearly stand in every possible .degree of remoteness 
from the ancestors in question. Now it would be a 
strange thing if the dead man also were to change 4 

with the fortunes of his family, and were to become 
a happy man at one time and then miserable at 

5 another ; yet on the other hand it would also be 
strange if ancestors were not affected at all, even 
over a limited period, by the fortunes of their 
descendants. 

6 But let us go back to our former difficulty ,11 for 
perhaps it will throw light on the question c we are 

7 now examining. If we are to look to the end, and 
congratulate a man when dead not as actually being 
blessed, but because he has been blessed in the past, 
surely it is strange if at the actual time when a man 
is happy that fact cannot be truly predicated ol 
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~ \ \ f3 )\ \ ~ \ \ I I \ ' 
ot.a TaS JLE'Ta 01\a$" Kat ota TO JLOV£/-f,OV 'TL T'Y}V EV• 

8atp,ovlav inrEtATJ~lvat Kat JLTJOaJLWS EVJ.k<:Ta{Joi\ov, 
' ~' , \\I , \ ..... B ' ' TUS 0€ TVXaS 7TOI\I\UKLS aVaKVKI\Eta at 7TEpt 'TOVS' 
' , ~A\ ' t ' \ B I ..... 8 avrovs; OYjt\OV yap ws et avvaKoAov Ot'Y)JLEV Tats 5 
I \ ' \ '~ I \ 1\ "8\ TVXats, TOV avrov evoatJLOVa Kat 7Tal\tV a 1\tOV 

' A \ \ I H \ I I " \ ' Ep0Vft€V 7TON\UKtS', X,UfkaLI\EOVTa T£Va TOV EV• 
~ I ) ,/.. I U \ f) ""' t'~ I I I 
VUtftOVa a'TTO'f'atVOV'TES Kat aa pws topVJLEVOV. 
'I\ ' \ ..... I ' \ B"' '~ ,... , f)' 9 TJ To ftEV Tats TVXats E'TTaJ<OI\OV et.v ovoattws- op ov; 
''' , '.,..,, ..... _,,,, ~"' 

ov yap £V Tatrrats To ev YJ KaKWS', a/\1\a 7rpoaoet'Tat, 
I t ) f) I Ql 0 I Jl 

'TOVTWV 0 av pW'TTLVOS' JJLOS', Ka a1rep Et'TTOJLEV, 
I ~) ' \ t' ) ' \ ' I """' KVptat o Etatv at KaT apET1JV evepyeta£ T'YJS' 10 

10 ) ~ I t' ~) ' I """' ' I evoatJLOVtas, at o evavTtat Tov evavTtov. JLap-
"' ~ \ ""' \ I \ \ """' ~ f) I \ 

Tt!pEt oE Tlp 1\0YlfJ Kat 'TO VVV ota7TOpYJ EV. 7T€pt, 
'~\ \ tl t I ,... ) f) I Jl 

OVOEV yap OVTWS" ~7Tapxet TWV av pW7TtVWV epywv 
QQ I t \ \' I \ ) ) I 
t~EfJatOT'Y}S' ws 'TTEpt Tas evepyetas Tas KaT apETYJv• 

I . \ \ """' ' ""' 't' 
JhOV£f£WT€pat yap Kat TWV €7Tta'T'Y)JLWV aVTat, 
~ "" 1' I ~' ' ""' t' I VOKOVatV ELVa£ • TOV'TWV 0 aVTWV at 'Ttp..tw'TaTat, 15 

I 1 ~ \ \ 1\ \ I 
f'OV£JLWTEpat ota TO f"al\tO'Ta Kat O'VVEXEaTaTa 

[ Jr .... 2 ' ' ,.. ' 1 .... , Ka'Ta ~ YJV ev avTats Tovs- JLaKaptovs • Tovro yap 
Jl ' I ""' \ I f) \ ' \ \ I(} EOtKEV at:Ttlp TOV JLTJ ytyvea at 'TTEpt aVTa 1\Y) TJV. 
t I l; ~ \ \ r I ""' '~ I \ Jl 11 V'TTaps€£ OTJ TO ~ 'f}'TOVJLEVOV Tlp EVOaLf'OV£, Kat EaTa£ 
~ \ Ql """' ) \ \ ,, 1\ I 
o£a tJLOV 'TOLOV'TOS' • ae£ yap ?'} JLal\tO'Ta 7TaVTWV 

ll; 'B I ' , ' I ' \ , 
'ITpa~et Kat ewp'f}aE£ Ta KaT apETTJV. Kat. Tas 'Tvxas 20 

1 Coraes. 

• Perhaps a verse from an unknown play. 
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him, because we are un,villing to call the living 
happy owing to the vicissitudes of fortune, and 
owing to our conception of happiness as something 
permanent and not readily subject to change, 
whereas the wheel of fortune often turns full circle 

8 in the same person's experience. For it is clear 
that if we are to be guided by fortune, we shall 

f often have to call the same man first happy and 

I then miserable ; we shall make out the happy man 
to be a sort of ' chameleon, or a house built on the 

\ 
\ sand.' a 

. 9 But perhaps it is quite wrong to be guided in our 
judgement by the changes of fortune, since true 
prosperity and adversity do not depend on fortune's 
favours, although, as we said, our life does require 
these in addition; but it is the active exercise .of 
our faculties in conformity with virtue that causes 
happiness, and the opposite activities its opposite. 

10 And the difficulty just disc~ssed is a further con
firmation of our definition ; since none of man's 
functions possess the quality of permanence so fully 
as the activities in conformity with virtue : they 
appear to be more lasting even than our know
ledge of particular sciences. And among these 
activities themselves those 'vhich are highest in the 
scale of values are the more lasting, because they 
most fully and continuously occupy the lives of the 
supremely happy : for this appears to be the reason 
why we do not forget them. 

11 The happy man therefore will possess the element 
of stability in question, and will remain happy all 
his life ; since he will be always or at least most 
often employed in doing and contemplating the 
things that are in conformity with virtue. And he 
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OtO'E£ KctAAt.aTa Kal 1TclVT1J 1TdVTWS tftJL€'>..ws 0 y' 
H f '\ (}""" ' (}' JJ \ (( I J1 ws a/\Y} ws aya os Kat TETpaywvos avEV 
./, I ' ' \ \ ""' ~ \ I \ I \ 12 ~oyov. 7TO/\/\WV o€ yt.VOJLEVWV KaT a TVX'YJV Ka£ 
~ ,/... I IIJ \ I \ \ \ 
ut.a'f'EPOV'TWV J-LEYEUEt Kat fttKpO'T'Y)T£, Ta JLEV fttKpa 

,.. ' I t I ~\ \ ,.. ' 
TWV EV'TVX"f}J-LaTWV, OJLOLWS O€ Kat 'TWV avTt.KE£• 

, ~ ..... , f , ... , , .... r .... , ~' 

ftEVWV, 01)/\0V WS OV 7TOtEt p07T'Y)V 'T'YJS ':;,WY)S, Ta OE 26 
1\ \ \\\ I \ 1" I 

J.LEya/\a Kat. 7TOIV\a ytyvOJLEVa JLEV EV fLaKapt.WTEpOV 
\ Ql I ( \ \ ' \ ,.. 

TOV tJLOV 7TOL'Y)O'Et. Kat yap aV'Ta O'VV€7Tt.KOUJLEtV 
1,/... \ t ,... ' "' \\ \ ~ I 

1TE'f'UKEV, Kat 'Y) XP'YJUtS av-rwv Ka/\'Y} Kat a1rouoata 
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\ I \ I \1 \ ' ,1...1 
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' ' ~'r ,, "" ' , " ~' , Kat, EJL7TOOL':;,E£ 7TOIV\atS EV€pyetat,S. OJLWS OE Kat, 80 
t I ~ \ I \ \ I ' ~ \ ,/... I 

£V TOV'TO£S ota/\aft7T€t TO Ka/\OV, £7T€toav 'f'EPTJ Tt,S 
' 1\ \\ ' ' ,, , ' \ ~ , 

EVKO/\WS '1TO/\/\aS Kat, JLEya/\aS aTVXtas, IL'YJ ot, 
' \ I ' \ \ \ I~ 't\ \ \ 1 0 f. ava/\y'Y)atav, a/\1\a yevvaoas wv Kat, p,eya/\or.pvxos. 

13 ' ~ t ' \ f ' I I "' r "' 8 I EL. 0 EtO'tV at, EVEpyetat KVpt.a£ T'YJS ':;,WY)S, Ka a?Tep 
J/ ' ~ \ '' I ,.. I ''8 \ £t7TOJLEV, ovoets av . yevot.To TWV JLaKaptwv a 1\tOS. 
,~, \ 'l: \ ' ' A.. .... , ' 

OVOE7TOTE yap 7TpaC:, €£ Ta JLtU'Y)Ta Kat 'f'aV/\a • TOV 85 

yap ws aAYJfJW~ ayafJov Kat EJLcf>pova 1Tctaas olOJLEBa 11011 
\ I ' I ,J...I \ ' ""' t Tas Tvxas evaxTJJLOvws 'f'epetv Kat, EK Twv v'1T-

' '\ \ 1\\ I 81 \ apxovTWV aEt Ta Ka/\/\£0'Ta 1TpaTTEt,V, Ka a?TEp Kat 

UTpaT'Y)YOV ciya8ov Tip 1TapoVT£ UTpaT07TEDc.p xpfjaBa£ 
\ I \ I t """ ~ 8' 1TO/\€fttKWTaTa Kat O'KVTOTOJLOV £1( TWV 00 EVTWV 

""" I\\ f I~ "" \ ' \ ~ \ O'KVTWV Ka/\1\tO'TOV VTTOO'Y)JLa '1TOtEt,V, TOV aVTOV OE 5 
I \ \ Jl\ \ I fl t ~t 

14 Tp01TOV Kat TOVS a/V\OVS TE')(VtTaS a'1TaVTaS. E£ 0 
fl "8\ \ )~I I t " f '~ I oVTWS, a /\LOS ftEV ovoE'1TOTE yevo£T av o EvoatJLwv• 
' \ I ' ,, IT ..... , I 

ov P,'Y)V JLaKaptos ye av ptatttKats TVXats TTEptTTEarJ. 

• From the poem of Simonides quoted and discussed in 
Plato, Protagoras, 839. 

' This distinction of the two values of gooP fortune 
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will bear changes of fortunes most nobly, and with 
perfect propriety in every way, being as he is 
' good in very truth ' and ' four-square without 
reproach.' a 

12 But the accidents of fortune are many and vary 
in degree of magnitude ; and although small pieces 
of good luck, as also of misfortune, clearly do not 
change the whole course of life, yet great and 
repeated successes will render life more blissful, 
since both of their o"'"n nature they help to em
bellish it, and also they can be nobly and virtuously 
utilized b ; while great and frequent reverses can 
crush and mar our bliss both by the pain they cause 
and by the hindrance they offer to many activities. 
Yet nevertheless even in adversity nobility shines 
through, when a man endures repeated and sevNe 
misfortune with patience, not owing to insensibility 

13 but from generosity and greatness of soul. And if, 
as we said, a man's life is determined by his activities, 
no supremely happy man can ever become miserable. 
For he will never do hateful or base actions, since 
we hold that the truly good and wise man will bear 
all kinds of fortune in a seemly way, and will always 
act in the noblest manner that tlte circumstances 
allow ; even as a good general makes the most 
effective use of the forces at his disposal, and a good 
shoemaker makes the finest shoe possible out of the 
leather supplied him, and so on with all the other 

14 crafts and professions. And this being so, the 
happy man can never become miserable ; though 
it is true he will not be supremely blessed if he 
encounters the misfortunes of a Priam. Nor yet 

recalls the two classes of external goods defined in c. viii. 15, 
· 16 and c. ix. 7. 
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~1 ' ', ' \1 ' ..... ' OULfLOVa 'TOV KaT apETYJV 7'€/\EtaV EVepyovvra Kat 15 "" , , , 8 ..... f ..... 1 r , , 
rots EKTOS' aya OLS' tKavws KEXOP'"fJYYJfLEVOV fL'YJ 'TOV 
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\ ' I ,/.,. I 8 1\ ~ \ \ 0\ \ 
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,.. \ f\' I \ \ J1 P.""(} 
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\ t \ \ \ Ql \ ~' '\ ,/.,. I 

Kat p01TYJV 1TpOS 'TOV JJLOV 'Ta 0 El\a'f'pO'TEpOtS' 30 
1 p.~ T~JV • • • {Jlov transponenda post {3Lwcr6p,Evov ed., post 

ofJTW Eucken. 2 o' W) I, et fort. Asp. : o'. 
a The clause ' not .•. lifetime ' stands above after ' external 

goods' in the Mss. 
54 



, 
NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, I. x. 14--xi. 3 

assuredly will he be variable and liable to change ; 
for he will not be dislodged from his happiness easily, 
nor by ordinary misfortunes, but only by severe 
and frequent disasters, nor will he recover from· 
such disasters and become happy again quickly, 
but only, if at all, after a long term of years, in 
which he has had time to compass high distinctions 
and achievements. 

15 May not 've then confidently pronounce that man Revi~~ 
happy who realizes complete goodness in action and deflni~Ion of · ' Happmess. 
is adequately furnished with external goods ? Or 
should we add, that he must also be destined to go 
on living not a for any casual period but throughout 
a complete lifetime in the same manner, and to 
die accordingly, because the future is hidden from 
us, and we conceive happiness as an end, something 

16 utterly and absolutely final and complete ? If this 
is so, we shall pronounce those of the living who 
possess and are destined to go on possessing the 
good things 've have specified to be supremely 
blessed, though on the human scale of bliss. 

So much for a discussion of this question. 
xi That the happiness of the dead is not influenced Happiness 

at all by the fortunes of their descendants and their ~~di~!d 
friends in general seems too heartless a doctrine, after death 

d d b li .c. B h .d by fortunes Jan contrary to accepte e e1s. ut t e acc1 ents of descend-
of life are many and diverse, and vary in the degree anta. 

in which they affect us. To distinguish between 
them in detail would clearly be a long and indeed 
endless undertaking, and a general treatment in 

3 outline may perhaps be enough. Even our own 
misfortunes, then, though in some cases they exercise 
considerable weight and influence upon the course 

· · of our lives, in other cases seem comparatively un-
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"' I t ' /:.I """' ,/.. 1\ t I 

'TO IS KEKJ.LTJKOUtV at EV'TTpa~ tat, 'TWV 'f'li\WV, OJ.LOLWS 
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6 I \ '~ I \ '~ I "" 
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J.LTJT a/V\0 'TWV "TOf,O!JTWV ft'f}OEV. 
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Xll U.LWptUJ.LEVWV OE 'TOV'TWV E'TTI.GKE'f'WJ.LE a 'TTEpt. 'T'YJS 10 
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"""' I ~ "\ \ 6 ,... ~ I ' 
'TWV Tt,P,tWV • 01]1\0V yap O'Tf, TWV JIE OVVaJ.LEWV OVK 
Jl ,/.. I ~ \ ,... \ ' \ ,.. I 

2 EO'Tt.V. 't'atVETat, O'fj '1TaV 'TO £'1TatVETOV Tl.p '1TOt,OV 
1' \ I I J/ ' "" (J \ 

Tt, etva, Kat. '1Tpos Tt 'TTWS EXE"v E'TTat,VELa a'· Tov 
\ ~I \ \ ' ~ "" \ 6\ \ ' (} \ 

yap otKatOV Kat 'TOV avopELOV Kat. 01\WS 'TOV aya OV 16 
\ \ ' ' , .... ~ ' ' 11:. \ 
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\ ,, ' \ , \ \ \ ~ ' \ 
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1 Richards. 2 <j>Xavp6v Kb: dp.a.vp6v P Bywater. 

a The definition of happiness is now shown to be sup
ported by the current terms of moral approbation; 
apparently bra.tv€T6v, 'praiseworthy' or 'commendable,' 
was appropriate to means, or things having relative value, 
and rlp.wv, 'valued' or 'revered,' to endi, or thina-a of 
absolute value. 
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important ; and the same is true of the misfortunes 
'of our friends of all degrees. Also it makes a great 

difference whether those who are connected 'vith 
any occurrence are alive or dead, much more so 
than it does in a tragedy whether the crimes and 
horrors are supposed to have taken place beforehand 

1 
6 or are enacted on the stage. We ought therefore 

to take this difference also into account, and still 
more perhaps the doubt that exists whether the 
dead really participate in good or evil at all. For 
the above considerations seem to show that even if 
any good or evil does penetrate to them, the effect 
18 only small and trifling, either intrinsically or in 
relation to them, or if not trifling, at all events not 
of such magnitude and kind as to make the unhappy 
happy or to rob the happy of their blessedness. 

6 It does then appear that the dead are influenced 
in some measure by the good fortune of their friends, 
and likewise by their misfortunes, but that the 
effect is not of such a kind or degree as to render 
the happy unhappy or vice· versa. 

Iii These questions being settled, let us consider Happtne• 

whether happiness is one of the things we praise ~~~v!d\1 
or rather one of those that we honour a ; for it is at term~ ex· 
all events clear that it is not a mere potentiality.b e~~::ng 

, 1 Now it appears that a thing which we praise is 
always praised because it has a certain quality and 
stands in a certain relation to something. For we 
praise just men and brave men, in fact good men 
and virtue generally, because of their actions and 
the results they produce ; and we praise the men 
who are strong of body, swift of foot and the like 

• b i.1., not merely a potentiality of good but an actual 
pxl, whether as meana or end. 
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,, fl ... I ' A ' A ,.. 

l.pE'TO OTt Kp€t'TTOV EaT£ TWV €'1TatV€TWV J T0£0VTOV SO 
~, 1' , ·o , , , o I , ..... , 
0 EtVat TOV EOV Kat, Taya OV, 7Tp0S' TaVTa yap 

, 1'\, , ,.~.. , 8 t , , ,I ..... 

6 Kat Ta/\1\a ava'(JEpEa at. o JLEV yap E'1Tatvos TTJS 
' ..... \ \ ..... i\""' ' \ , apETYJS', 7TpaKTLKOt yap TWV Ka WV a'TTO TaVTYJS' 

' ~' ' I ,.. ,, C' I \ A 

Ta o eyKWJLLa TWV epywvJ OJLOtws Kat, TWV aw-

7 J.LaTLKWV Kat TWV tPVX£KWV. a~\a Taih-a f'Ev 

• But we do not praise them. 
11 For a criticism of the hedonism of this unorthodox pupil 

of Plato see x. ii, iii. 
0 Encomia or laudatory orations are the chief constituent 

of Epideictic or Declatnatory Oratory, one of the three 
branches (the others being Deliberative and Forensic) into 
which rhetoric is divided by Aristotle (Rhet. 1. iii.). The 
topics of encomia are virtue and vice, the noble and dis
graceful, which are analysed from this point of view in 
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on account of their possessing certain natural quaD
ties, and standing in a certain relation to something 

3 good and excellent. The point is also illustrated 
by our feeling about praises addressed to the gods : 
it strikes us as absurd that the gods should be 
referred to our standards, and this is what praising 
them amounts to, since praise, as we said, involves 

'a reference of its ohj ect to something else. But if 
praise belongs to 'vhat is relative, it is clear that 
the best things merit not praise but something 
greater and better : as indeed is generally recog
nized, since we speak of the gods as blessed and 
happy,a and also 'blessed' is the term that we 
apply to the most godlike men ; and similarly with 
good things-no one praises happiness as one 
praises justice, but we call it 'a blessing,' deeming 
it something higher and more divine than things 
we praise. 

6 Indeed it seems that EudOX\lS b took a good line in 
advocating the claims of pleasure to the prize of 
highest excellence, when he held that the fact that 
pleasure, though a good, is not praised, is an indica
tion that it is superior to the things we praise, as 
God and the Good are, because they are the standards 
to which everything else is referred. 

6 For praise belongs to goodness, since it is this that 
makes men capable of accomplishing noble deeds, 
while encomia c are for deeds accomplished, whether 

7 bodily feats or achievements of the mind. However, 
Rhet. r. ix. That chapter contains a parenthesis (§§ 33, 34) 
distinguishing praise, as proper to 1rpa~ets, actions in 
operation, from encomia, which belong to lp')'a, the results 
achieved by action ; but this distinction is not rna intained 

·'· in the context(§ 35, and cf. § 2 where God as well as man is 
given as an object of praise). 
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1 {'Ae"Yop.ev ? ed. 1 if!vx.f)s Kb: 1fvx.1}v. a Ramsauer. 

ca The context seems to disprove the alternative rendering 
'just as to cure eyes the oculist must have a general know
ledge of the structure of the whole of the body as well.' 
The illustration is a reminiscence of I )lato, Oharrnid11, 156 
B-E, but does not follow that passage exactly. 
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to develop this subject is perhaps rather the business 
of those who have made a study of encomia. For 
our purpose we may draw the conclusion from the 
foregoing remarks, that happiness is a thing honoured 

8 and perfect. This seems to be borne out by the 
fact that it is a first principle or starting-point, since 
all other things that all men do are done for its sake ; 
and that which is the first principle and cause of 
things good we agree to be something honourable 
and divine. 

liii But inasmuch as happiness is a certain activity ~~s. I. 
f I . £ "t "th ~ t d "t . Xlll -VI. o sou 1n con orm1 y WI per1ec goo ness, 1 IS An~Iysis of 

necessary to examine the nature of goodness. F,or detiui~jon of 

h. "11 b bl . t . . t• t• f Happmess. t IS WI pro a y ass1s us In our Inves 1ga Ion o c. xiii. The 

2 the nature of happiness. Also, the true statesman Soutl, itsd 
• pars an 

seems to be one who has made a special study of t~eir 
goodness, since his aim is to make the citizens good Vll'tues. 

3 and law-abid~ng men-witness the lawgivers of Crete 
and Sparta, and the other great legislators of history ; 

4 but if the study of goodness falls within the province 
of Political Science, it is ~lear that in investigating 
goodness we shall be keeping to the plan \vhich we 
adopted at the outset. 

5 Now the goodness that we have to consider is clearly 
human goodness, since the good or happiness which 
we set out to seek was human good and human 

6 happiness. But human goodness means in our view 
excellence of soul, not excellence of body; also 
our definition of happiness is an activity of the soul. 

7 Now if this is so, clearly it behoves the statesman 
to have some acquaintance with psychology, just 
as the physician who is to heal the eye or the other 
parts of the body a must know their anatomy. 
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• ro'AtnKos means for Aristotle both "political scientist" 
and " statesman " : for him they are the same thing, since 
ro'ALnK-fJ is a practical science. 

• These i~wr€pLKol. Xo/'OL are also mentioned in VI. iv. 2 
and six other places in Aristotle (see Ross on Met. 1076 a 28}. 
In Pol. 1323 a 22 they are appealed to for the tripartite 
classification of goods which in c. viii. 2 above is as
cribed to current opinion ' of long standing and generally 
accepted by students of philosophy.' The phrase there
fore seems to denote arguments or doctrines (whether 
familiar in philosophic debates, for which see note on c. v. 
6, or actually recorded in books), that were not peculiar 
to the Peripatetic school; in some cases, as here, it may 
refer specially to the tenets of the Academy. 
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Indeed a foundation of science is even more requisite 
for the statesman, inasmuch as politics is a higher 
and more honourable art than medicine ; but 
physicians of the better class devote much attention 

8 to the study of the human body. The student of 
politics a therefore as well as the psychologist must 
study the nature of the soul, though he will do so 
as an aid to politics, and only so far as is requisite 
for the objects of enquiry that he has in view: to 
pursue the subject in further detail would doubtless 
be more laborious than is necessary for his purpose. 

9 Now on the subject of psychology some of the 
· teaching current in extraneous discourses b is satis

factory, and may be adopted here : namely that 
the soul consists of two parts, one irrational and the 

10 other capable of reason. c ('Vhether these two parts 
are really distinct in the sense that the parts of the 
body or of any other divisible whole are distinct, or 
whether though distinguishable in thought as two 
they are inseparable in reality, 'like the convex and 
concave sides of a curve, is. a question of no import-

11 ance for the matter in hand.) Of the irrational part 
of the soul again one division appears to be common 
to all living things, and of a v~getative nature : I 
refer to the part that causes nutrition and growth; 
for we must assume that a vital faculty of this nature 
exists in all things that assimilate nourishment, 
including embryos-the same faculty being present 
also in the fully-developed organism (this is more 
reasonable than to assume a different nutritive 

12 faculty in the latter). The excellence of this faculty 
therefore appears to be common to all animate 

• Literally" having a plan or principle." 
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15 0 ""' ' ""' )I I,/... " ~ \ \ pW1TtKT}S' apET'YJS' apotpov '1TE\fJVKEV. EOtKE oE KCU 

ai\i\'1] 'Tf,S' cPVUtS' TfjS' apvxfjs ai\oyos elvat, fLETlxovaa 
I \1 "' \ ' "' \' ""' ftEV'TO£ '1T'{} 1\0'}'0V. TOV yap E')IKpaTOVS' Kat aKpaTOVS' 

\ \ 1 \ I \ "' .,/, ,.. \ \ I " 
'TOV. ( JLEV) 1\0'}IOV Kat, 'T'YJS' -yVX'YJS' 'TO 1\0')IOV EXOV 15 

., "' ( , () "' ' ' ' ' ' R 1\ E'ITat,VOVJLEV op WS' yap Kat, E1Tt, Ta tJ€1\TtU'Ta 

i\ ""') ..J... ' • ~' ' ' ... ' ,, \ napaKa EL , 'f'atVETat 0 EV aVTOtS' Kat a/\1\0 T' 
\ \ \1 ,/... I t\ I \ ' I 

1Tapa 'TOV 1\0'}'0V' 1T6.yVKOS, 0 JLaXETat Kat aVTtTEtVEf, 
"' \ I ' "' \ e I \ \ i\ 16 Tql 1\0'}/ql• aTEXVWS' yap Ka a1TEp Ta 'lTapai\E V• 
I "'I I ' \ ~~\ 

fLEVa 'TOV UWJLaTOS' J.LOpta EtS' Ta OE~ ta ?TpoatpOV• 
I "' ' I ' \ ' \ f'EVWV KtV7JUat, 'iOVVaVTtOV EtS' Ta aptaTepa ?Tapa- SO 

,/.. I \ ' \ "' .,/, "' fl ' \ ' I \fJEPETat, Kat E?Tt TTJS 'f'VXTJS' OVTWS'• E?Tt TaVaVTta 
\ f f \ "' ' ""' '\ \' ' "" I yap at, OpJLat 'TWV aKpaTWV. a/\1\ EV TOtS' UWJLaa' 
\ f "' \ ,/... I t \ ~ \ "' .. f. "" 

ftEV OpWJLEV TO '1Tapa\fJEPOJLEVOV 1 E1Tt OE 'TTJS' 'f'VXTJS' 
' f ... , ~' '~ ' "' \ ' ... ..!. "' OVX opWJLEV • tUWS' 0 OVOEV 'YJTTOV Kat EV 'TTJ 'f'VX'[} 

I 'S' I \ \ \1 ' I 
VOJ.ktUTEOV EtVat 'T' '1Tapa 'TOV I\O'}IOV1 EVaV'TtOVf'EVOV 

1 Richards. 

• For these terms see Bk. VII. init. 
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things and not peculiar to man ; for it is believed that 
.. this faculty or part of the soul is most active during 
~ sleep, but when they are asleep you cannot tell a 

good man from a bad one (whence the saying that 
' for half their lives there is no difference between 
:J3 the happy and the miserable). This is a natural 
· result of the fact that sleep is a cessation of the 

soul from the activities on which its goodness or 
badness depends-except that in some small degree 
certain of the sense-impressions may reach the 
soul during sleep, and consequently the dreams of 
the good are better than those of ordinary men. 

,14 We need not however pursue this subject further, 
but may omit from consideration the nutritive part 
of the soul, since it exhibits no specifically human 
excellence. 

J5 But there also appears to be another element in 
the soul, which, though irrational, yet in a manner 
participates in rational principle, In self-restrained 
and unrestrained a people we approve their principle, 
or the rational part of their souls, because it urges 
them in the right way and exhorts them to the best 

.. course; but their nature seems also to contain another 
element beside that of rational principle, which 

6 combats and resists that principle. Exactly the 
: same thing may take place in the soul as occurs 
.. with the body in a case of paralysis : when the 

patient wills to move his limbs to the right they 
. swerve to the left ; and similarly in unrestrained 
, persons their impulses run counter to their prin

ciple. But whereas in the body we see the erratic 
. member, in the case of the soul we do not see it ; 
· nevertheless it cannot be doubted that in the soul 
·also there is an element beside that of principle, 
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'TOVTcp Kal avTt{3aivov (7TWS' 8' lTEpov, OVOEv u 
17 'fltacplpet). Aoyov o€ Kal TOVTO cpalveTat JLETlXE£V, 

fl J/ (J A ,_. ,.. \1 \ ""' 
WU1T€p €£1TOJL€V• 'TT€£ apxe£ yovv Tip 1\0Yip TO TOV 

' ,.. , ~' , ' , I ' ' ,.. eyKpaTOVS, ETt 0 taWS EVT)KOWTEpov EaTt TO TOV 
1,/.,. \ ' ~ I I \ f ,/.,. "" "" awy.;povos Kat avupetov, 7TaVTa yap op.,oy.;wvet Tip 

\ I ,/.,. I ~ \ \ \ "\ ~ I \ \ 18 1\0yip. ~atVETat O'Y) Kat TO al\oyov OI.'TTOV • TO JLEV 
' ,/... ' , ~ ,.. .... \ I ' ~' ' yap ~VTtKOV OVOUJLWS KO£VWV€t 1\oyov, TO 0 €7Tt- 80 

{} ' \ C'l\ ' \ I ~ Vf-LTJTI.KOV Kat 01\WS' opEKTtKOV fl-ETEXE£ 7TWS', f1 
I I , , .... , 8 , ( " ~, 

KaTYJKOOV EaTtV atnOV Kat 7T€t apxtKOV OVTW O'Y) 
' .... ' \ ,.. ,/.,. 1\ ,/.,. ' ,, \ I 

Kat TOV 1TaTpos Kat TWV ~£1\WV ~aJLEV exetv 1\oyov, 
\ , tl '"' 0 "") C'/ ~\ I 

Kat. OVX WU1T€p TWV JLU YJJLaTtKWV • OTt OE 7TE£-

e I f ' \ I ' ''\ , ' f ETa£ 1TWS' V'TTO 1\0yov TO Ul\oyov, JLT)VV€£ Kat TJ 

el \ ,.. ' I I \ I 
vov ETT)ats Kat 7Taaa E1T£TtJLT)UtS 'TE Kat 1rapa- 110 

\ , ~' \ \ ,.. ,/.,.' \1 Jl 19 KI\T)UtS'. Et oe XPTJ Kat TOVTO ~avat, 1\0yov exetv, 
~ \ J/ \ l \ \ I J/ \ \ I 
OtTTOV EaTat Kat TO 1\0YOV EXOV, 'TO JLEV KVpt.WS' 

\ ' f ,.. \ ~' tl .... \ ' ' Kat EV aVTlp, 'TO 0 Wa7TEp 'TOV 1TaTpOS aKOVaT£KOV 

20 [ Tt] •1 Dtopl,eTat S€ Kat ~ dper~ KaTa -r~v 
~ ,./.. ' , \1 \ ',.. ' ' 
ot.a~opav TaVTT)v·· 1\Eyop.ev yap aVTwv Tas p.ev 6 
~ \ \ ~\ 'Q I ,/.,.' \ \ I 
ot,aVOT)TtKas T_as oe TJULKas, ao~Lav p,ev Kat avveatv 

1 [Ka.2] Coraes. 1 [Tt] om. Kb. 

0 This parenthetical note on the phrase ' to have logos ' 
is untranslatable, and confusing even in the Greek. Accord
ing to the psychology here expounded, the intellect ' has 
a plan or principle,' in the sense of understanding principle, 
and being able to reason and make a plan : in other words, 
it is fully rational. The appetitive part of man's nature 
' has a plan or principle ' in so far as it is capable of follow
ing or obeying a principle. It happens that this relationship 
of following or obeying can itself be expressed by the words 
'to have logos' in another sense of that phrase, viz. 'to 
take account of, pay heed to.' To be precise the writer 
should say that the appetitive part 'A6'Yov ~XEL ToO 'A6'Yov, 
'has logos (takes account) of the logos.' The phrase has 
yet a third sense in mathematics, where "to have logo• n 
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which opposes and runs counter to principle (though 
in what sense the t\vo are distinct does not concern 

~17 us here). But this second element also seems, as 
, we said, to participate in rational principle ; at least 
.. in the self-restrained man it obeys the behest of 
' principle-and no doubt in the temperate and brave 

man it is still more amenable, for all parts of his 
. nature are in harmony with principle. 
;18 Thus we see that the irrational part, as well as 
· the soul as a whole, is double. One division of it, 
' the vegetative, does not share in rational principle 

at all; the other, the seat of the appetites and of 
desire in general, does in a sense participate in 
principle, as being amenable and obedient to it 
(in the sense in fact in which \Ve speak of' paying 
heed , to one,s father and friends, not in the sense 
of the term' rational, in mathematics a). And that 
principle can in a manner appeal to the irrational 
part, is indicated by our prac~ice of admonishing 
delinquents, and by our employment of rebuke and 
exhortation generally . 

. 19 If on the other hand it be more correct to speak of 
the appetitive part of the soul also as rational, in that 
case it is the rational part which, as well as the whole 
soul, is divided into two, the one division having 
rational principle in the proper sense and in itself, the 
other obedient to it as a child to its father. 

;20 Now virtue also is differentiated in correspondence 
· with this division of the soul. Some forms of virtue 

are called intellectual virtues, others moral virtues: 
\Visdom or intelligence and Prudence b are intel-

(ratio) means 'to be rational' in the sense of commensur-
, · able. 

" i.e., practical, as distinguished from speculative, wisdom. 
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\ ,1.. I ~ I '\ 8 I ~E\ \ 
Ka£ 'fpov7Jatv atavorrrucas, E/\EV eptOT'Y)Ta o Ka£ 

,/.. I '{} I \ I \ \ '"' 
aw't'poaVV'Y)V TJ £KaS. 1\EYOVTES yap '1TEpt. TOV 
"0 '\1 ~ ,I.' ~ ' ,,,, fl 7] OVS OV 1\EYO~EV OTt, UO'fOS 7J UVVE'TOS aiV\ OTt 

... ,, ',/... , ... ~' ' ' "'' '1Tpaos 7J aw'fpwv • E'1TatVOVJ.LEV oE Kat rov ao'f'ov 
' ' "/; .... "/; ~' ' , ' ' ' KaTa 't"'Y)V E~ t.V 1 TWV E~ EWV OE TaS E'1Tat.VE:TaS apETaS 10 

AEYOJLEV. 

a Viz. Speculative vVisdom (as distinguished from Prudence 
or Practical Wisdom), which is therefore a virtue, though not 
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lectual, Liberality and Temperance are moral 
virtues. When describing a man's moral character 
we do not say that he is wise or intelligent, but 
gentle or temperate ; but a wise man also is praised 
for his disposition,a and praiseworthy dispositions we 
term virtues. 

a virtue in the narrower sense of moral virtue. Throughout 
Aristotle's ethical works, praise and blame are the ordinary 
tests of virtue and vice. (See also c. xii.) 
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i Ar,n-.fjs 8~1 TTjs apETfjS OVO''Y]S, T7js J.L~' 8r,aVO'YJ'rf,l(~~ 
.... ~\ 'f) .... t \ ~ \ ' \ .... , 

'T'YJS OE 'Y] £KY]S, 'Y} JLEV otaVOTJ'Tl.KYJ TO 'TTI\EtOV El( 11 
~ ~ \I Jl \ \ I \ \ ''i; 
otoaaKal\tas EXEt Kat TYJV yeveatv Kat T'Y}V av~ YJO'tV, 
~ I ' I ~ "" \ I t ~) 'f) \ 
Ot0'1TEp EJL7TEtptaS 0€1/Tat, Kat XPOVOV • 'Y] o TJ tK'Y] 
'/; "() I "f) \ J/ J/ Es- E ovs 1TEpty£VETat,, o ev Kat TOVVOJLa EGX?JKE 

" ' ,.... , \ ,.. "f) '~ 1" ' 
~&~ fttKpov 1TapeyKI\LVOV a1TO TOV E OVS'. Es- OU Kat, 

llfjAov cn-, OVOEJLla TWV ~8tKWV apETWV cpVO'EI, 
t ..,. t 1 '() \ \ .... ,/... 1 , _Jt,l\ \ 1 

TJJLLV eyytVE'Ta£ • OV EV yap 'TWV 'f'VO'Et OV'TWV a/\1\WS' 20 

;..et~eTat, ofov o Ai8os cpvaet KaTw cpepoJLEVOS' 
' '' 'f) () 1 " ,/.. I f) t ~) 't\ I OVK av E ta ELYJ avw ..,._,epea at, ovo av p,vptaKtS' 
, ' '£) 'Y if t' . ' ~ \ ' ,.. I «VTOV EUtt;:,YJ TtS aVW pt'1TTWV, OVOE TO 'TTVp Ka'TW, 
'~' N\\ '~\ '"' "\\ ,/.. I "\\ OVO U/\/\0 OVOEV TWV a/\1\WS' 'TTE'f'VKOTWV a/\1\WS' 

'I\ '() () I Jl ' " ,/.. I J1 \ ,./.. I 3 av E £0' El/1}. OVT apa 'f'VO'E£ OVTE '1Tapa 'f'VO'tV 
' I ~ , I '\\\ ,./.. I \ t"" 

eyytvovTar, ar, aperat, a/\1\a '1TE..,.,vKoat p,ev 'Y}f.htV 25 
~ li; {) ' I \ I ~ \ ~ \ "" "f) OEsaa at avTaS, TEI\€£0VJLEVOtS 0€ ota TOV E OVS. 
J/ t1 \ ,J..I t "" 1 \ ~ I 

' ET£ OGa JLEV 'jJVO'Et 'f)JLLV '1TapaytVE'Ta£, TaS' OVVaJLEtS' 
I ' Yl f) " ~' \ 'TOV'TWV 'TTpOTEpOV KOfktsOftE a, VG7Epov OE TaS 

' I ' ~ I~ ( tl ' \ "" ' f) 1 EVepyetaS a'TTOOtOOJLEV 01TEp E1T£ TWV ata YJO'EWV 

I 81, Susemihl: oe. I 6vTwv <11X'Aws> ll'A'Aws ? Richards. 

• It is probable that ~8os, 'habit ' and f}Oos, 'character' 
(whence' ethical,' moral) are kindred words. 

" aper-IJ is here as often in this and the following Books 
employed in the limited sense of 'moral excellence' or 
70 
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BOOK II 

I VIRTUE being, as we have seen, of two kinds, intel- Bks. 11-v. 

lectual and moral, intellectual virtue is for the most ~~~:!~.ral 
part both produced and increased by instruction, c~. i-vi; f 

d h p • • d . h Nature o an t eretore requires experience an time; w ere- Moral 

as moral or ethical virtue is the product of habit :.ir~~ral 
(ethos), and has indeed derive\! its name, with a Virtue a 

2 slight variation of form, from that word." And !f;~~~~~iou, 
therefore it is clear that none of the moral virtues formed by 
· d d · b .1.' l acting ts engen ere In us y nature, J.Or no natura property rightly. 
can be altered by habit. For instance, it is the 
nature of a stone to move downwards, and it cannot 
be trained to move upwards, even though you should 
try to train it to do so by throwing it up into the 
air ten thousand times ; rior can fire be trained to 
move downwards, nor can anything else that natur-
aJly behaves in one way be trained into a habit of 

3 behaving in another way. The virtues b therefore 
are engendered in us neither by nature nor yet in 
violation of nature ; nature gives us the capacity 
to receive them, and this capacity is brought to 
maturity by habit. 

' Moreover, the faculties given us by nature are 
bestowed on us first in a potential form ; we exhibit 
their actual exercise after,vards. This is clearly so 

'goodness of character,' i.e. virtue in the ordinary sense of 
the term. 
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~ ,. \ t \ t ,... \ \ I t~ ,. • \ \ I 
V'Y]I\OV• OV yap EK TOV '11'01\1\aKfS tOEtV 7J '17'01\1\ai<&S 
' "" ' ' f) I ,, I R '\ \, , I \ 

aKovaat Tas ata 1JUEtS El\atJOfLEV, a/\1\ ava'1Tal\tV so 
tl ' I 0 ' 1 J1 ) \ 
exovTES EXPYJUafLE a, ov XPYJUUfLEVOt eaxofLEV • Tas 
~) ) \ \ Q I ' I I 
o apeTas 1\afLtJavofLEV evepyY)aavTES 1Tporepov, 
~ \ ' ' "" ''\ \ .... f.'\ ' ~ "' WU7T€p Kat E'1T£ 'TWV a/\1\WV TEXVWv· a yap OEt 

/LaOovTas '1TotE'iv, TavTa 7TOtovvTES /LavOavofLEV, 
'f' ) ~ """ ' ~I I \ () I 

OLOV OLKOOOfLOVVTES OLKOOOfLO£ YLVOV'Tat Kat Kt apt· 
y () I r1 ~ \1 \ \ \ ~ 1 
~OVTES K£ aptaTat • OV'TW OE Kat Ta /LEV OLKata 1103 

I ~~ I () \ ~\ I,J.,. 
1Tpa'TTOVT€S OLKat.O£ ')lt.VOfLE a, Ta 0€ UW'{Jpova 

f( I,/.,. \ ~) ' ~ "' ' ~ "" "' ~ \ 
u aw'f-Jpoves, Ta o avopeta avopetot. 1-LapTvpet oe 

\ \ I ' ""' 1\ f \ 8' Kat 'TO ytVO/-LEVOV EV TatS 71'01\EUtV • 01, yap VOfLO ETa£ 
' \ ' '() 'Y .... ' () I ' TOVS 'lTOI\LTaS E t~OVTES 7T0£0VUtV aya OVS, Ka£ 

\ \ Q 1\ \ () I """ ) ' I 
TO fLEV tJOVI\'Y}fLa '1TaVTOS VOfLO E'TOV TOVT EUTtV, I 

rJ ~\ \ 1' ) \ .-. c I \ 
oaot oE fL'YJ EV aUTo 'lTOtovatv, ap,apTavovatv, Kat 

Otacplpet 'TOVTqJ '1TOAt,T€La 'lTOAt'TELas ayaO~ cpavA'YJS. 

6
'/ ) .-. ) """ \ ~ \ .-. '.-. \ I 
E'Tt EK TWV aVTWV Kat ota TWV aVTWV Kat yt.VE'Ta& 

..,. ) \ \ ,/.,.() I t I ~ \ \ I 
'1Taaa apET'YJ Kat 'fJ etpeTat, OfLOtWS oE Kat TEXV'YJ. 
' ' ... () 1y ' t ' () , , t , 

EK yap TOV K£ apt...,EtV Kat Ot aya Ot Kat Ot KUKOt 
I 8 I ' 1\ ~ \ \ f ' ~ I 

j'tVOVTat, K£ aptaTat • aVal\oyov OE Kat Ot OLKOOOfLO£ 10 
\ f \ \ I ' \ \ """ 1' ' ~ "" 

Kat Ot I\0£'1T0t '1TaVT€S• EK fLEV ya...p TOV EV OLKOOOfLELV 
' () \ ' ~I Jl ) ~\ .-. ,... 
aya Ot OtKOOOJLOf, EUOVTat, EK OE TOV KaKWS 

I t \ \ ~~ 1' ' ~ \ "' "~ "" 'l KaKOt • Et yap fL'YJ OVTWS EtXEV, OVOEV av EOEt TOV 
~ ~ I /:. ' \ \ \ I "l\ ' I ' 8 \ " 
otoa~ OVTOS, a/\1\a '1TaVTES av eytvovTo aya ot '1 

I t/ ~\ \ ) \ ,... ) ,... Jl I 

KaKot. ovTw U'YJ Kat E'1Tt Tc.vv apeTwv EXE' • 1TpaT· 
\ \ ' "" \\I "' \ 

'TOVTES yap Ta EV TOIS CIVVU/\1\ayJ.LaUt TOtS 1TpOS 16 
\ ) () I I 8 f \ ~~ f ~\ 

'T'OVS av pw'lTOVS ytVOfLE a ot JLEV otKatot ot oe 
Jl~ I ~ \ \ ' "" ~ "' \ 
aotKOt, 1TpaT'TOVTES oE Ta EV TOtS OELVOlS Kat 

EOt~OJLEVOt, ~o{3eia8a, ~ Oappeiv ol f£EV &.vopeio' 

1 o1J Lb. 
a Or possibly ' For things that we have to learn to do 

(in contrast with things that we do by nature], we learn by 
doing them.' 
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with our senses : we did not acquire the faculty of 
sight or hearing by repeatedly seeing or repeatedly 
listening, but the other way about-because we had 
the senses we began to use them, we did not get 
them by using them. The virtues on the other 
hand we acquire by first having actually practised 
them, just as we do the arts. We learn an art or 
craft by doing the things that we shall have to do 
when we have learnt it a : for instance, men become 
builders by building houses, harpers by playing on 
the harp. Similarly we become just by doing just 
acts, temperate by doing temperate acts, brave by 

a doing brave acts. This truth is attested by the 
experience of states : lawgivers make the citizens 
good by training them in habits of right action
this is the aim of all legislation, and if it fails to do 
this it is a failure ; this is what distinguishes a good 

6 form of constitution from a bad one. Again, the 
actions from or through whicll any virtue is pro
duced are the same as those through "vhich it also 
is destroyed-just as is the case with skill in the 
arts, for both the good harpers and the bad ones are 
produced by harping, and similarly with builders 
and all the other craftsmen: as you will become a 
good builder from building well, so you will become 

7 a bad one from building badly. Were this not so, 
there would be no need for teachers of the arts, 
but everybody would be born a good or bad crafts
man as the case might be. The same then is true 
of the virtues. It is by taking part in transactions 
with our fellow-men that some of us become just 
and others unjust; by acting in dangerous situa
tions and forming a habit of fear or of confidence we 
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f 8' 8 \ I ~ I ~\ \ \ \ \ ' (} r 
OL E €£1\0L • OJ-LOLW~ O€ Kat Ta 7rEpt Ta~ €7TL VfLLaS 
•. \ \ \ ' ' , ~ \ \ ',I., 
EXE£ «a£ Ta 7TEpt Tas opyas • ot. I-£EV yap aw'Ppoves 

\ "' I f ~' ) 1\ \ ' 1\ 
Kat 7TpaO£ YLVOVTat, Ot 0 aKOI\aaTO£ Kat Op'}'~l\0£ 1 t) 

f ' ' "' f ' ' ' .... ' I,J.., (} 0£ f'EV EK 'TOV OV'TWUL EV aVTOIS avaaTpE'PEU at, 
f ~\ ' ,.. f I \ f \ ~ \ \I ' ""' 

0£ OE EK TOV OVTWUL • Ka£ EVL OT} 1\0'}'lp EK 'TWV 
f I ' "' f tl l; I ~ \ ~ "' \ 8 OJ-LOLWV EVEp'}'ELWV at €~ ElS '}'LVOV'Ta£. 0£0 OEt TaS 

' ' \ '~~' '' ' , evepyetas 7Totas ar,outoOJ'at • KaTa yap Tas TOV'TWV 
~ J... \ ' \ (} ""' t t!{; ' ' 1' otatpopas aKOI\OV ova tv at E5 EtS. ov p,t.Kpov ovv 
~ A.,_ I \ t1 '1\ tl ' e \ t I 'f) 1 Y () 
ota'PEpEt. TO OV'TWS '1} OVTWS EV VS EK VEWV € L',:,EG a£1 ,,,, , \ ~\\ ~\ ' "' 
a/V\a 7TaJ-L7TOI\V, f'a/\1\0V oe 'TO 1rav. I 

li 'E \ 1" f "' I ' () I 7TEt ovv TJ '1Tapovaa 7rpayp,a'Te.ta ov ewptas 
t1 I ' fl f '1 \i\ ( ' \ fl , '~ "' EVEKa EG'Tt.V WU7T€p at Ul\ at OV yap £V ELOWJLEV 

I ' f ' \ 1 () '\ \) fl' ' () \ 
'T£ EU'Tt.V TJ apE"TTJ UKE7T'TOfLE a, U/\1\ £V aya Ot 

I (} ' \ '~\ '1\ ';' ",/.,. \ '"") ) '}'EVWJ-'€ a, E7TE£ OVOEV av T}V O't'E/\OS aVTY)S , avay• 
.... ' 1,1, () \ ' \ 'l: .... /<ULOV E7TLGKE'jJaa at. 'Ta 7TEpt TUS 7rpa~EtS, 7TWS SO 

I ' I 'l' I ' I \ " '1TpaK'T€0V aVTas·. aVTa£ yap ELO'£ KVpLaL Kat 'TOV 
\ I (} \ til; (} I ' I '1Totas yevea at Tas E~ ets, Ka a1rep etpY)Kap,ev. • ,.r , , "" , , , e , ' I I 1 

~ 0 J-tEV o·vv KUTa TOV Op OV 1\0'}'0V 7TpaTT€£JJ • 
\ \ f I e ( }._ 8 I ~' tl \ 

KOLVOV Kat V7TOKELG W \PYJ TJO'E'Tat 0 VU'TEpOV 7T€pt 

' "' ' ' ' f , (} \ \ ' ' "' , avTov, Kat Tt eaT£V o op os /\O'}'OS Kat 7TWS EXEt 

' ' ' ''' , I ) a ' .... ~ ' ~ 1 '1Tpos Tas a/\1\aS apeTas • EKEtvo oe 7rpoot- , 

OJ-LoAoyetaOw, oT£ 1r8s o 1rep't Twv 11paKTWV i\oyos 11~ 
'TV1Tlp Kat oin< aKp~f3ws oc/>elAet i\€yea0at., WG'iTEP 

' , ' \ ,, t/ \ \ tf\ t 
Ka£ KaT apxas EL710f.LEV OT£ Ka'Ta T?JV VI\'Y]V Ot, 

1 rpciTTELv <oeiv> P ed. 
I p1J81JueTaL • • • ap€TclS secludenda ? By,vater. 

• i.e., in Bk. \ 1 I. For the sense in 'vhich 'the right 
Principle' can be said to be the virtue of Prudence see 

b ~ ••• 1 
VI. xiii. 5 note. uee I. 111. • 
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become courageous or cowardly. And the same 
holds good of our dispositions with regard to the 
appetites, and anger ; some men become temperate 
and gentle, other profligate and irascible, by actually 
comporting themselves in one way or the other in 
relation to those passions. In a word, our moral 
dispositions are formed as a result of the correspond-

Sing activities. Hence it is incumbent on us to 
control the character of our activities, since on the 
quality of these depends the quality of our disposi
tions. It is therefore not of small moment whether 
we are trained from childhood in one set of habits 
or another ; on the contrary it is of very great, or 
rather of supreme, importance. 

H As then our present study, unlike the other Right action 

b h f h.l h h . l . (~ conforms ranc es o p 1 osop y, as a pract1ca aim 10r we with Right 

are not investigating the nature of virtue for the Princi~e. 
sake of knowing what it is, but in order that we 
may become good, without which result our investi-
gation would be of no use), we have consequently 
to carry our enquiry into the region of conduct, 
and to ask how we are to act rightly ; since our 
actions, as we have said, determine the quality of 
our dispositions. 

! Now the formula ' to act in conformity with right 
principle ' is common ground, and may be assumed 
as the basis of our discussion. (We shall speak about 
this formula later,a and consider both the definition 
of right principle and its relation to the other virtues.) 

8 But let it be granted to begin with that the whole Science of 

theory of conduct is bound to be an outline only ~~~!~~;ily 
and not an exact system, in accordance with the inexact. 

rule we laid down at the beginning,b that philo-
sophical theories must only be required to correspond 
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• a.q (vel 4pa. r) Susemihla a~ Kb, "'fO.p vulg. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, II. ii. 3-7 

to their subject matter; and matters of conduct 
and expediency have nothing fixed or invariable 
about them, any more than have matters of health. 

, 'And if this is true of the general theory of ethics, 
, still less is exact precision possible in dealing with 

particular cases of conduct ; for these come under 
no science or professional tradition, but the agents 
themselves have to consider what is suited to the 
circumstances on each occasion, just as is the case 

• G with the art of medicine or of navigation. But 
although the discussion now proceeding is thus 
necessarily inexact, we must do our best to help 
it out. 

6 First of all then we have to observe, that moral Virtue 

qualities are so constituted as to be destroyed by ~~fe~~~~ bJ 
excess and by deficiency-as we see is the case with ?etic~ncy 
bodily strength and health (for one is forced to m ac on. 

explain what is invisible by means of visible illustra-
tions). Strength is destroyed both by excessive 
and by deficient exercises, and· similarly health is 
destroyed both by too much and by too little food 
and drink ; while they are ·produced, increased and 

.1 preserved by suitable quantities. The same therefore 

.: is true of Temperance, Courage, and the other virtues. 
: The man who runs away from everything in fear 
: and never endures anything becomes a coward ; 
. the man who fears nothing whatsoever but encounters 

everything becomes rash. Similarly he that in
dulges in every pleasure and refrains from none turns 
out a profligate, and he that shuns all pleasure, as 
boorish persons do, becomes what may be called 
insensible. Thus Temperance and Courage are 
destroyed by excess and deficiency, and preserved 

. by the observance of the mean. 
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a We here resume from the end of c. i. The preceding 
paragraphs, repeating from Bk. I. the caution as to method, 
and introducing the doctrine of the 1\lcan, which is to be 
developed below, are parenthetical. 
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8 But a not only are the virtues both generated Virtue exer .. 

and fostered on the one hand, and destroyed on the ~~~~~: :;e 
other, from and by the same actions, but they will :hic:J_t was 
also find their full exercise in the same actions. orm 

This is clearly the case with the other more visible 
qualities, suc .. h as bodily strength: for strength is 
produced by taking much food and undergoing much 
exertion, while also it is the strong man who will 
be able to eat most food and endure most exertion. 

9 The same holds good with the virtues. We become 
temperate by abstaining from pleasures, and at the 
same time we are best able to abstain from pleasures 
when we have become temperate. And so with 
Courage : we become brave by training ourselves 
to despise and endure terrors, and we shall be 
best able to endure terrors when we have become 
brave. 

lii An index _of our dispositions is afforded by the Pl~asureand 
· pleasure or pain that accompanies our actions. A ~;1vi:~e~eal 

man is temperate if he abstains from bodily pleasures 
and finds this abstinence .itself enjoyable, profligate 
if he feels it irksome; he is brave if he faces danger 
with pleasure or at all events without pain, cowardly 
if he does so with pain. 

In fact pleasures and pains are the things with 
which moral virtue is concerned. 

For (1) pleasure causes us to do base actions and 
pain causes us to abstain from doing noble actions. 

J Hence the importance, as Plato points out, of having 
been definitely trained from childhood to like and 
dislike the proper things; this is what good educa
tion means. 

8 (2) Again, if the virtues have to do with actions 
and feelings, and every feeling and every action is 
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8 Coraes. 

• The contrary maxim to similia similibus curantur or 
homoeopathy. Fever, caused by heat, is cured by cold, 
lienee if the remedy for wickedness is pain, it must have 
been caused by pleasure. 

" i.e., is actively exercised when fully developed, cj. 
c. ii. 8. 

0 The reference is probably to Speusippus, although in 
the extant remains of Greek philosophy apathy, or freedom 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, II. iii. 3-T 

attended with pleasure or pain, this too shows that 
virtue has to do with pleasure and pain. 

' (8) Another indication is the fact that pain is the 
medium of punishment ; for punishment is a sort 
of medicine, and it is the nature of medicine to work 
by means of opposites. a 

6 (4) Again, as we said before, every formed dis
position of the soul realizes its full nature bin relation 
to and in dealing with that class of objects by which it 
is its nature to be corrupted or improved. But men 
are corrupted through pleasures and pains, that is, 
either by pursuing and avoiding the wrong pleasures 
and pains, or by pursuing and avoiding them at the 
wrong time, or in the wrong manner, or in one of 
the other wrong ways under which errors of conduct 
can be logically classified. This is why some thinkers0 

define the virtues as states of impassivity or tran
quillity, though they make a mistake in using these 
terms absolutely, without adding ' in the right (or 
wrong) manner' and' at the right (or wrong) time' 
and the other qualifications. 

6 We assume therefore that moral virtue is the quality 
of acting in the best way in relation to pleasures and 
pains, and that vice is the opposite. 

7 But the following considerations also will give us 
further light on the same point. 

(5) There are three things that are the motives 
of choice and three that are the motives of avoidance; 
namely, the noble, the expedient, and the pleasant, 
and their opposites, the base, the harmful, and the 
painful. Now in respect of all these the good man 
is likely to go right and the bad to go wrong, but 

from passions or emotions, first appears as an ethical ideal 
of the Stoics. 
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• Sc., as well as being the sources of our feelings . 
• 1-Ieraclitus, Fr. cv (Bywater) (Jup.Cj) p.cixea-Oat. xa'Ae'lf'6V• 3 

Tt "Yap av XP'YJLfTJ "Ylvea-BaL, tf;uxfJs t.bvEETCLt., ' it is hard to fight 
with anger [or ' desire,' Oup.~ in the 1-Iom eric sense, 
Burnet]. Whatever it wishes to get, it purchases at the 
cost of life,• 

82 



NICO~fACHEAN ETHICS, II. iii. 7-iv. 1 

especially in respect of pleasure; for pleasure is 
common to man with the lower animals, and also 
it is a concomitant of all the objects of choice, since 
both the noble and the expedient appear to us 
pleasant. 

8 (6) Again, the susceptibility to pleasure has 
grown up with all of us from the cradle. Hence this 
feeling is hard to eradicate, being engrained in the 
fabric of our lives. 

(7) Again, pleasure and pain are also a the 
standards by which we all, in a greater or less degree, 

9 regulate our actions. On this account therefore 
pleasure and pain are necessarily our main concern, 
since to feel pleasure and pain rightly or wrongly 
has a great effect on conduct. 

10 (8) And again, it is harder to fight against pleasure 
than against anger (hard as that is, as Heracleitus 11 

says); but virtue, like art, is constantly dealing with 
what is harder, since the harder the task the better 
is success. For this reason also therefore pleasure 
and pain are necessarily the main concern both ol 
virtue and of political science, since he who comports 
himself towards them rightly will be good, and he 
who does so \vrongly, bad. 

11 We may then take it as established that virtue 
has to do with pleasures and pains, that the actions 
which produce it are those which increase it, and 
also, if differently performed, destroy it, and that 
the actions from which it was produced are also 
those in which it is exercised. 

lv A difficulty may however be raised as to \vhat VIrtue, how 
we mean by saying that in order to become just fort~ed by 

d . . d . d b ac mg men must o Just actions, an In or er to ecome virtuouslJ. 
· temperate they must do temperate actions. For 
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""" I \ "f'J/ ' f"' '"' 1' TEXVWV ytVOJLEVa TO EV EXE£ EV avTots, apKE£ ovv 
' 12 " I f) \ ~ \ \ \ ' \ aVTa 7TWS EXOVTa yevEa a£· Ta oe KaTa Tas apeTas 

I ' ' ' ' I H ~ I '1\ ytvop.eva ovK eav avTa 'ITWS EXTJ, otKat.ws 1J so 
,/.. I I '\\\ \ '' f I aw't'povws 1TpaTTETa£, a/V\a Kat. eav o 1TpaTTWV 

Jl I "' \ ' \ '~ I H t 'ITWS EXWV 1TpaTTTJ, 7rpWTOV JLEV EaV €LOWS, €'1T££T 
'' I \ I ~' ' I Eav 7rpoatpOVJLEVOS, Ka£ 1Tpoatpovp.evos o£ aVTa, 
., ~' I ' ' ' R R ' ' , I 'I"O oE TPLTOV Kat. eav tJEtJatws Ka£ ap.eTaKtV'I}TWS 

H I •,... ~ \ \ \ \ \ !!'\ \ 
EXWV 7TpaTTTJ. TaVTa OE 1TpOS JLEV TO TaS a/\1\aS' 1105 

I '' ' f) "" i\' ' \ \ 'T'exvas EXE£V· ov avvapt. JLELTa,, 'IT TJV aVTo TO 
'~ I \ ~ \ \ \ ) \ \ \ )~ I 

€LOEVat• 1Tp0S OE TO TaS apETaS TO JLEV ££0€Va& 
\ 't\ ) ~ \ , I \ ~' N\ \ ' \ ~ \ \ \ 

p,t«pov TJ ovoev LaXVE£, Ta o a/\1\a ov p.t«pov <11\1\a 
\ ,... ~I J/ 3 ' "" \\I I 

TO 1TaV ovvaTat, EL7T€p EK TOV 'ITOIV\aK£S 7rpaTT££V 
\ ~I \ 1,/... I \ \ 1' 4 Ta otKat.a Kat. awy pova 7TEptytveTat#e Ta JLEV ow 1 

I ~~ \ I,J.. \1 ~ ,! 
'ITpayp.aTa oLKata Kat aw't'pova 1\EJ'ETat,, oTav tl 

..... f' ~' f ~' 't\ f 'A.. ,!I: To£av-ra ota av o oLKatos 'Y} o aw't'pwv 'ITP~ etev• 
~~ ~\ \ I,J.. ' \ ' f "" I atKatos oE Kat aw'+'pwv EaTtV ovx o Tavra 1Tparrwv, 

1 Richards. I avTd. Lb: Taurd. vulg.: ralir' alfrcf. p ed • 
.) Ehrep conj. Bywater: a:rrep. 

0 See Bk. III. i., where this is interpreted as meaning 
both knowledge of what he is doing (the act must not be 
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if they do just and temperate actions, they are just 
and temperate already, just as, if they spell correctly 
or play in tune, they are scholars or musicians. 

2 But perhaps this is not the case even \vith the 
arts. It is possible to spell a word correctly by 
chance, or because some one else prompts you ; 
hence you will be a scholar only if you spe 11 cor
rectly in the scholar's way, that is, in virtue of 
the scholarly knowledge which you yourself possess. 

a Moreover the case of the arts is not really analog
ous to that of the virtues. Works of art have their 
merit in themselves, so that it is enough if they 
are produced having a certain quality of their 
own ; but acts done in conformity with the 
virtues are not done justly or temperately if they 
themselves are of a certain sort, but only if the 
agent also is in a certain state of mind when he does 
them : first he must act with knowledge a ; secondly 
he must deliberately choose the act, and choose it 
for its own sake ; and thirdly the act must spring 
from a fixed and permanent disposition of character. 
For the possession of an art~ none of these conditions 
is included, except the mere qualification of know
ledge ; but for the possession of the virtues, know
ledge is of little or no avail, whereas the other 
conditions, so far from being of little moment, are 
all-important, inasmuch as virtue results from the 
repeated performance of just and temperate actions. 

'Thus although actions are entitled just and temperate 
when they are such acts as just and temperate men 
would do, the agent is just and temperate not when 
he does these acts merely, but when he does them 

unconscious or accidental), and knowledge of moral principle 
. (he must know that the act is a right one). 
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If 1,/... I 1' 'J' \1 f!/ , .--. 
u aw'rpOVES' '1TpaTTOVUtV. E'V OVV 1\EYETat, OTt, EK TOV 

\ ~I , f ~' ' \ , "" ' Ta otKat,a '1TpaTT€tV 0 OtKatOS' ytVETat, Kat EK TOV 'Ta 10 
1,/... C' I,!.. ' ~\ "" \ I "" aw'rpova. 0 aw'f'pwv • EK OE TOV JL'YJ 1TpaTTE't,V TUVTa 

6 ovSets av ov8€ JLEAA~aeu:. ylvEa(}a," aya86s. <L\A' 
~ \\ \ "" \ ' I ' \ ~\ \ 0£ '17'01\1\0£ TUVTa JLEV OV '1TpaTTOVU£V, E''1Tt, OE TOV 

Aoyov KaTa~evyovTES' ol:ovTat, c/nAoaocf>e'iv Ka~ oiYrws , e ~"" f!/ , "" .... I 
E'UEa at, U'1TOVUULOt, 1 OJL0£0V Tt, '1T0£0VVTES TOLS KUJL· 16 

C\ ,.... ' "" ' I \ ' \""' VOVGt,V, 0£ TWV ta'TpWV UKOVOVUt, JLEV E1Ttf.L€1\WS 1 

""" ~' '8 \ ,.... I fl 1' '1T0£0VGt, 0 OV EV 'TWV 7TpOG'TUT'TOJLEVWV. WG1TEp OVV 
'~' t A ";" f!ll:, \ A f!/ 8 / 

OVO EKELVOt EV Ef,OVG£ TO GWJLa OVTW EpU7TEVO• 

JLEVO£, ovS' oi5-ro£ TIJV ifJvx~v OV'TW ~LAoao~OVV'TES. 
1\/f \ ~\ "" I ' f ' \ I ' \ V 'lETa U€ 'TUVTa 'Tt Ea'Tt,V 'YJ apE'T'YJ UK€'1TTEOV. €'17'Et, 

1' \ ' """ 't/, ""' I I t I 10 
OVV Ta EV 'TTJ 'rVXTJ ytVOJLEVa Tpta EU'Tt,1 '1TU 'Y} I) 
~ I tli: I Jl Jl f ' I \ I 

2·oVVaJLE£S' Ef,EtS, TOVTWV av T£ EL'YJ '1} apET'YJ• 1\E')IW 

8€ 7Ta0'YJ J-LEV E'1Tt8vJLlav opy~v cp6{3ov 8paaos 4>Bovov 

x.apav cptAlaJ! tt'iaos 1roOov ~ fjl\ov eAeov, oAws ols 
ff t ~ \ " \ I ~ I ~ \ 8' c\ (} \ 
E'1TE'TUt 'YJOOV'YJ 'YJ 1\V'TT'YJ • OVVaJLEl.S' OE Ka as '1Ta 'YjT£KOt, 

I \ I (} 'f' 0' t\ ~ \ ) 0 "' TOV'TWV 1\EYOJL€ a, OLOV Ka as OVVaTO£ opyta Y)Vat 15 
"" \ (} ..... 3 ,, ' \ ..... tl l:. ~ \ (}' (\ ' \ 'I} I\V7TYJ YJVat '1] EI\EI)aat • Ef, et,s oe Ka as 1rpos Ta 

waBYJ EXOJLEV ED ~ KaKWS'' OlOV 1Tpos TO opytaOfjvat, 
) \ J ~ """ '' ' I ,.. Jl ) ~ \ 

E£ JLEV Gffoopws YJ avetJLEVWS', KaKWS' EXOJLEV, Et oe 
8 I 1' f! I ~ \ \ \ 1' \ \ '(} \ 

ftEUWS', E'V, OJLOLWS' 0€ Kat 1Tp0S' 'TU/\1\a. 7TU YJ ftEV 
'!' ) ) \ ''(}' C' ) \ ''f)' t' I f!l t OVV OVK ELG£V OV at ape'TU£ OV at KaKtat, OTI, OU 

1 Kal [ o] Bywater : o Ka1 ? ed. 
a "'(LII€CT0at Bywater: "'f€11i!J{}at. 

I AV7r1JOi}val: cpof:3118Bvat (sic Stobaeus) ? Rassow. 

• Probably for 'pain' we should read 'fear.' 
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in the way in which just and temperate men do 
3 them. It is correct therefore to say that a man 

becomes just by doing just actions and temperate 
' by doing temperate actions ; and no one can have 

the remotest chance of becoming good without 
6 doing them. But the mass of mankind, instead of 

doing virtuous acts, have recourse to discussing 
virtue, and fancy that they are pursuing philosophy 
and that this will make them good men. In so 

, doing they act like invalids who listen carefully to 
what the doctor says, but entirely neglect to carry 
out his prescriptions. That sort of philosophy 'vill 
no more lead to a healthy state of soul than will 
the mode of treatment produce health of body. 

v We have next to consider the formal definition Moral 

f · t Virtue , o VIr ue. defined: 
A state of the soul is either (1) an emotion, (2) a (a) g~n~ric 

"t (3:'\ d" . . • t h .e t ally It IS capac1 y, or 'J a Isposition ; v1r ue t ere1ore mus a Habit or 

2 be one of these three things. By the e.motions, I :~:~i~~-
: mean desire, anger, fear, confidence, envy ,Joy, friend

ship, hatred, longing, jealo1:1sy, pity ; and generally 
those states of consciousness 'vhich are accompanied 
by pleasure or pain. The capacities are the faculties 
in virtue of which we can be said to be liable to the 
emotions, for example, capable of feeling anger or 
pain a or pity. The dispositions are the formed 
states of character in virtue of which we are 'vell or 
ill disposed in respect of the emotions ; for instance, 
we have a bad disposition in regard to anger if 
we are disposed to get angry too violently or not 
violently enough, a good disposition if we habitually 
feel a moderate amount of anger; and similarly in 
respect of the other emotions. 

:1 Now the virtues and vices are not emotions 
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' I (} \ \ '(} ~ A " ~ A\ \ 1\E'YOJLE a KaTa TO. 'ITa 'Y} O'Tl'OVoatOt, '1J 't'aVI\01,1 KaTa 80 
~\ \ ' \ \ \ I \ I 8 \ fl 
OE TaS apeTaS Ka£ 'TaS KaKtaS 1\EYOJ.LE a, Ka£ OT£ 

\ \ \ I(J Jl ) ' I (} Jl ,/, I (} 
KaTa JLEV Ta 'ITa 'Y} OVT E'/TatVOVJLE a OVTE 'f'EYOJLE a 

( 
, , , ... f ,/.. Q , '~' f , y1 

OV yap E'/TatVEtTa£ 0 'fOJJOVJLEVOS OVOE 0 opyt';,O· 
'~ \ ,/, I f t \ "' ' r I ) \ \) f p,evos, ovoe 'f'EYETa£ o a'ITI\WS opyt';,Of-LEVOS a/\1\ o 1108 

,... ) \ ~\ \ ) \ \ \ I ' I 
'ITWS , KaTa oe Tas apeTas Kat Tas KaKtas e'/Tatvov· 

8 ,, ,/, I (} J1 ' y I (} \ \ ,/.. Q I 
t J.LE a 'Y} 'f'EYOJLE a. E'T£ opyt';,Of-LE a JLEV Kat 'fOJJOV• 

(} 
) I f ~) ' \ I \ p,e a a'TT'poatpETWS, at o apeTat 'ITpoatpeaet,s Tt,VES 

't\ ' Jl I \ ~\ I \ 
'Y} ovK avev 'ITpoatpeaews. 'ITpos oe TOVTOtS KaTa 

\ \ I(} "' (} \ I (} \ ~ \ \ 
/LEV Ta 'ITa TJ K£VELU at 1\EYOJ.LE a, KaTa OE TaS 6 
) \ \ \ I ' """(} ~\\\ ~ """(}I apeTas Kat Tas KaKtas ov KtVEta at, a/\1\a otaKeta a£ 

~ \ ' \1 ~\ '~' ~ I ) I J1 8 'TT'WS. ota TaVTa OE OVOE OVVaJLEt,S EtUtV • OVTE 
\ ) (} \ \ I (} "' ~ I (} I t \ "' 

yap aya ot 1\EYOJ.LE a Tip ovvaa at Traaxetv a'lTI\WS 
, I I Jl , ' , (} , .. /, I 8 , 

OVTE KaKOt, OVT E'1Ta£VOVJLE a OVTE 'f'EYOJLE a • ET£ 
~ ' , ' ,/..' ' (} \ ~' ,, \ ' ovvaTo£ p,ev eap,ev 'fvaet, aya ot oe 7J KaKot ov 10 

I (} ,J..I Jl ~\ \ I I 
')ltVOJLE a 'fVGEL • Et'ITOJLEV OE 'ITEpt TOVTOV 'ITpOTEpov. 

~ 1' I I(J ' \ f ) \ I ~ I 6 et ovv fL'I}TE 'ITa 7J etatv at apeTa£ P,'I}TE ovvap,ets, 
\ I fl/; ' •\ 1' fl \ 1' ' \ "' 
1\Et'ITETat, E~Ef,S avTaS EtVat. 0 T£ fLEV OVV EG'Tt, Tlp 

I f ) I Jl 

yever, 'I} apET7J,. EtpT}Tat,. 
• A A ~' ' I " ' A " "I; , \ \ ' \ Vl UEt, OE P,'l} JLOVOV OVTWS Et'lTEtV OTt, Es£S, a/\1\a Kat, 

I t I 1' fl "' ) I "'' 't\ ~ 2 'ITOta T£S. PTJTEOV ovv OTt 'ITaaa apET'I}, ov av u 14 
' I ' I 'I' Jl ' \ """ \ \ Jl apET'Y}1 aVTO TE EV EXOV a'TT'OTEI\E£ Ka£ TO epyov 

' A 1' ) ~ I~ f' f A ) ,/..(} \ A ) \ 

aVTOV EV a'/TOOLOWUtV • OLOV '1) TOV O'f ai\P,OV apET'fJ 
I ',/..(} \ \ ~ """ "' \ \ " 'TOV TE O'f ai\P,OV U'ITOVoaLOV '/TOtE£ Kat 'TO epyov 

ain-ov (Tjj ynp 'TOV dcp(}a,\p,ov apeTjj EO opwp,ev). 
f ' ~ '3 f """ fl ' ' " ~ .... OfLOtWS OE 'YJ 'TOV £'/T'ITOV apET'Y} t'lT'ITOV 'TE U'ITOVoatOV 20 

A \ ) (}' ~ A \ ) A \ ' 

rro£Et Kat aya ov apafLEtV Ka£ eveyKetv 'TOV E1Tt,· 

I .,.a,{n-0, Richards : Ta DTa. 

• Ka.Kol (Kctl> vel (ov8e> Richards : [ odTe • • • 'f~6p.E8a.] p 
Bywater. • at add. Nb. 
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because we are not pronounced good or bad accord
ing to our emotions, but we are according to our 
virtues and vices ; nor are we either praised or 
blamed for our emotions-a man is not praised for 
being frightened or angry, nor is he blamed for 
being angry merely, but for being angry in a certain 
way-but we are praised or blamed for our virtues 

4 and vices. Again, we are not angry or afraid from 
choice, but the virtues are certain modes of choice, 
or at all events involve choice. Moreover, we are 
said to be ' moved ' by the emotions, whereas in 
respect of the virtues and vices we are not said to 
be' moved' but to be' disposed' in a certain way. 

5 And the same considerations also prove that the 
virtues and vices are not capacities; since we are 
not pronounced good or bad, praised or blamed, 
merely by reason of our capacity for emotion. Again, 
we possess certain capacities by nature, but we are 
not born good or bad by nature : of this however 
we spoke before. 

6 If then the virtues are neither emotions nor 
capacities, it remains that they are dispositions. 

Thus we have stated what virtue is generically. 
ri But it is not enough merely to define virtue (b) Speeiftc

generically as a disposition ; we must also say what ~i~tu:fsral 
2 species of disposition it is. It must then be premised a Ha~it ot 
that all excellence has a twofold effect on the thing ~~~~tive 
to which it belongs: it not only renders the thing m~n inand 

itself good, but it also causes it to perform its function ~~~:na. 
well. For example, the effect of excellence in the 
eye is that the eye is good and functions well; since 
having good eyes means having good sight. Simi-
larly excellence in a horse makes it a good horse, 
and also good at galloping, at carrying its rider, 
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R' ' "' \ \ I '~' A, , ' 3 f'laT7JV Ka£ ~€tVa£ TOVS' 7TOI\Ef.LLOVS'. E£ O'YJ 'TOVT €1T(, 
I t1 'I \t ""''()I , \ J1 

'1TavTwv OVTWS' EXEt, Kat 'YJ Tov av pw'TT'ov apET'YJ El.'YJ 
.,, tt til; ,,~..., 'r' , 8' ,, e I , ,,~..., 

av 'YJ Es tS a~ 7JS' aya os av pw1ros yc,veTa& Kat a't' 
'i' 1' \ t ""' J/ ) ~ I ""' ~ \ ,... ' 

' 7]S' EV TO EaVTOV epyov a7TOOWU€£. 'TT'WS' OE TOVT 
Jl Jl~ \ ' I '' ~ \ \ 'i" ~, " 
EaT a£, 'YJO'YJ JLEV etp7]KaJLEV, ETt oE Kat wo eaTaJt 25 
,/... I )\ 8 I I 1 ) t ,1,.1 
~avepov, eav ewp7]UWJLEV 'TT'Ota TIS EaT tV 7] ~vat,s ' ..... , ' ~\ ... \ ~ ..... ,, 
aVT'YJS'. ev 'Tt'aVTt O'YJ avvexet Kat ot,atpeTc.p eaT' \ f3 ""' ' ' \ .... ' ~, ,,, ' ~, 'I \ 1\a ELV TO JLEV 'TT'I\ELOV TO 0 El\aTTOV TO 0 LO'OV, Kat, 

..... .,, , ' ' ' ..... .,, ' t ..... ' ~' 
TaVTa 'YJ KaT aVTO TO 7TpayJLa 'YJ 7Tp0S' 'YJJLaS' • TO _ 0 
Jl I t f3 \ ,... \ )\ \ I,J, \ I ~ \ 5 £UOV JLEUOV Tt V'TT'Ep 01\T)S' Kat E/\1\EL't'EWS'. 1\EYW 0€ 

""' \ I I \ J/ ' I ) ,./..' 
TOV JLEV 'TT'payp..aTOS' fLEUOV TO LUOV a7TEXOV a't' SO 

t I ,... J/ tl ) \ t\ \ )\ 
€Ka7Epov TWV aKpWV, O'TT'Ep EaTLV EV KaL TaVTOV 

..... ' t ..... ~' t\ I \ IY I 
'1TaU£V, 7Tp0S' 'YJJ-LaS' OE 0 JLTJTE 'TT'I\EOVa«;,E£ fLTJTE 
)\ \ I """ ~) ) tl '~ \ ) \ ,.. 1' 6 E/\/\EL7TE£ • TOV'TO 0 OVX EV, OVOE TaVTOV 'TT'aUtV. 0£0V 

' \ ~ I \ \ \ \ ~ \ ~ I '\ I \ t\/; 1 
EL Ta OEKa '1TO/V\a Ta 0€ OVO 01\t.ya, Ta Es ftEUa 
\ Ql \ ' .... ,, \ t I 
1\afLtJavova£ KaT a To 1rpayp..a • tac.p yap V'TT'EPEXE£ TE 

' \ t I ,.. ~\ I ) \ \ \ 
7 Kat V'TT'EPEXE:Ta£, TOV'TO O€ fLEUOV EaTL Ka'Ta T'YJV M 

' () ' , \ 1 ' ~\ ' t ,.. ' ' 
apt JLYJTtKYJV avaAoyt.av. To ue 1rpos 'YJJLas ovx 

tl \ I ' \ J/ ~1 "",/... "" \\ 
OVTW I\7}7TTEO~· OV yap Et. TCfJ OEKa JLVat ~ayetV 7TOI\V 11(! 
~ I ~ \ )\I t '\ I t\i; ,... I C " 2 
ovo oe Ol\tyov, o ai\EL'TTT'YJS' Es JLVas 'TT'poarac:,et. • EaT£ 

1 1] add. Kb. 2 fort. eCJraL Hel. (llichards). 

G •• 8 f c. 11. • 

" i.e., without distinct parts, and so (if divisible at all), 
divisible at any point, as opposed to what is OL'!JP'i'JfJ.EPov, 
' discrete,' or made up of distinct parts and only divisible 
between them. 

c Greek comparatives, ' larger,' ' smaller,' etc., may 
also mean ' too large,' ' too small,' etc. ; and there is 
the same ambiguity in the words translated ' excess ' and 
' deficiency.' Again plaov, ' middle ' or ' mean,' is used 
as a synonym for p.€rpLov ' moderate ' or of the right 
amount, and tCJov ' equal ' can mean ' equitable.' Hence 
'to take an equal part with respect to the thing itself' 
means to take a part equal to the part left, viz. a half; 
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8 and at facing the enemy. If therefore tlus is true 
of all things, excellence or virtue in a man will be 
the disposition which renders him a good man and 
also which will cause him to perform his function 

'well. We have already indicated a what this means; 
but it will throw more light on the subject if we 
consider what constitutes the specific nature of 
virtue. 

Now of everything that is continuous band divisible, 
it is possible to take the larger part, or the smaller 
part, or an equal part, and these parts may be larger, 
smaller, and equal either \Vith respect to the thing 
itself or relatively to us; the equal part being a 

G mean betvveen excess and deficiency.c By the 
mean of the thing I denote a point equally distant 
from either extreme, \Vhich is one and the same 
for everybody ; by the mean relative to us, that 
amount which is neither too much nor too little, 
and this is not one and the same for everybody. 

6 For example, let 10 be many and 2 few ; then one 
takes the mean with respect to the thing if one takes 

7 6; since 6-2 = 10-6, and this is the mean according 
to arithmetical proportion. a, But we cannot arrive 
by this n1ethod at the mean relative to us. Suppose 
that 10 lb. of food is a large ration for anybody 
and 2 lb. a small one : it does not follow that a 

'to take an equal part relatively to us,' means to take what 
is a fair or suitable amount. The former is a mean as being 
exactly in the middle behveen all and none-if the thing 
in question is represented by a line, this is bisected at a 
point equidistant from its two ends ; the latter is a mean 
in the sense of being the right amount for the recipient, and 
also of lying somewhere between any two other amounts 
that happen tu be too much and too little for him. 

' We should rather call this an arithmetical progression. 
91 



ARISTOTLE 

\ II \ """ \ \ """ \ ,./* I 1l t\ I yap t.UWS Kat. 'TOVTO 'ITO/\V Tl.p 1\'Y)'fiOJLEVlp 1J 01\t.j'OV• 

l\tf 1\ \ \ '\ I """ ~ \ ' I """ 
'11,1\WV£ JLEV yap 01\tyov, Ti.p OE apxOJLEVi.p 'TWV jiVJL• 

vaalwv '1ToAv· OJ.Lolws <8' >1 E7TI. op6J.LoV Kal. '1TaA'Y)s. 1 
t1 ~\ "' ' I \ f Q \\ \ \ 8 OUTW OTJ '1TaS E'1Tt,GT1JJLWV TTJV V'1TEPJJOATJV J.£EV Ka£ 
\ ''\ \ ,/* ,/.. I \ ~ \ I }' A \ ""(J' 'T'Y]V EIV\E£'fi£V 'fiEVYEt,~ TO OE P,EUOV t;,'l}TE£ Kat. TOV 
f "" I ~\ t \ "" I -~\\ \ \ 

atpEtTat,, J.t.EUOV OE OV TO TOV 1Tpayp,aTOS at\1\a TO 
\ f ""' '~\ ""' t I t1 \ II 9 1rpos 'f}J.LaS. E£ 0'1') Traaa E1Tt,GT'f]J.L'f] OVTW TO Ep')IOV 

1' , \ A \ \ I Q\ I \ ' "' 
€U E1T£TEI\Et, 1TpOS TO J.£EGOV JJI\€'1TOVO'a Ka£ EIS TOVTO ,, , , ( tlo , I o , ' I A ..,. 

ayovaa Ta epya 0 EV EtW aat.V E7Tt./\E')'Et.V TOtS EV 10 
" , tJ , t ',/.. \ A ,, Jl 
EXOVG£V Epj'Ot.S OTt. OVT a't'EI\EtV EGTI.V OVTE 1Tpoa-

o .... f ..... \ C' R \ ..... \ ..... , \ \ I .I. 
Etvat., ws TTJS JLEV VTTEPJJOI\T]S Kat, TTJS E/V\Et'f'EWS 

,/,() I \ 1' ""' ~ \ I }' I ) 
'lf' EtpOVGTJS TO EV, TTJS OE J.£EGOTTJTOS O'l.pt;,OVGTJS -

' ~ \ f2 ' () \ "" C' \ I \ ""' 
Et o7J ot aya ot TEXV£Tat., ws 1\Eyop,ev, Trpos TOVTO 
Q\ I ' I}' C' ~t ) \ I I 
fJI\E'lTOVTES epya~;,ovTa£, 7J o apETTJ 'JTaGTJS TEXV'YJS 
' Q I \ ) I ' I fl \ f 

nKpt.tJEGTEpa Kat aJ.LEtVWV EaT tV, WG'1TEp Kat 'YJ 1G 
.J. I ""' I 't\ '' I \ I ~ \ 10 ~vat.s, Tov p,eaov. av EtTJ aToxaaTtKT]. 1\Eyw oe 

\ '(J I ~~ I ' \ '() \ I/:. 
T1)V 'YJ t.K'Y}V• aVT'YJ yap EO'Tt. '1TEpt. '1Ta TJ Kat 1Tpac., EIS 1 

' ~ \ I . ' \ C' Q \ \ \ J/\ \ ,/, \ \ 
€V OE TOVTO£S EO'T£V V7TEpfJOI\'1} Kat. E/\1\Et.'f't.S Kat. TO 

I f' \ ,/.. Q ()""' \ () ""' \ ' f£EGOV. OtOV Kat 'f'OJJTJ T}Vat. Kat appTJGat Ka£ E1Tt· 

Ov~~aat. Kat opytaO~va£ Kat EAE~O'a£ Kal. OAWS 
~aOfjva£ Kal. AV'1TTJ8fjva£ EO'T£ Kat JL8)\Aov Kai i}rTov, 20 

\ ' ,/... I ' 1' \ ~' tl ~ ...,. \ ',/...) f' \ 
]1 Kat. UJL'f'OTEpa OVK ev• TO 0 OTE OEt. Kat. E't' OIS Ka£ 

\ C\ \ 't' tl \ f ~ "" I \ 
1TpOS OVS Kat OV EVEKa Kat. WS OE£, J.l.EGOV TE Kat 
'' fl ' \ ""' ' "" C' I ~ \ \ 12 aptaTOV, 01TEp EGT£ T'f}S apETTJS. OJLOtWS OE Ka£ 

\ \ I {: ' \ f f3 \ \ \ Jl\ \ ,/, \ 
1TEp£ TaS 1Tpac.,Et.S EaTt.V V'1TEp 01\'1} Kat. E/V\E£'f'tS Kat, 

\ I f ~' ' \ \ '() \ '/:. ' I TO JLEO'OV. 'YJ 0 apET"f} 'nEpt. 'ITa TJ Kat 1TpasEtS EGT£V1 

1 ed. 2 el o7] ol Susemihl: el o' oi Kb, ol o' vulg. 
0 A famous wrestler. 
• The formula of the mean does not apply to the intel

lectual virtues. 
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trainer will prescribe 6 lb., for perhaps even this 
will be a large ration, or a small one, for the particular 
athlete who is to receive it ; it is a small ration for a 
Milo,a but a large one for a man just beginning to 
go in for athletics. And similarly with the amount 

8 of running or wrestling exercise to be taken. In 
the same way then an expert in any art avoids 
excess and deficiency, and seeks and adopts the 
mean-the mean, that is, not of the thing but 

· 9 relative to us. If therefore the "\\"ay in which every 
; art or science performs its work well is by looking 

to the mean and applying that as a standard to its 
productions (hence the common remark about a 
perfect work of art, that you could not take from it 
nor add to it-meaning that excess and deficiency 
destroy perfection, while adherence to the mean 
preserves it)-if then, as we say, good craftsmen 
look to the m~an as they work, and if virtue, like 
nature, is more accurate and better than any form 
of art, it will follow that virtue has the quality of 

'0 hitting the mean. I refer to moral virtue, b for this is 
· concerned with emotions and actions, in which one can 

have excess or deficiency or a due mean. For ex
.· ample, one can be frightened or bold, feel desire or 

anger or pity, and experience pleasure and pain in 
general, either too much or too little, and in both cases 

1 wrongly ; whereas to feel these feelings at the right 
time, on the right occasion, towards the right people, 
for the right purpose and in the right manner, is to 
feel the best amount of them, which is the mean 
amount - and the best amount is of course the 

' mark of virtue. And similarly there can be excess, 
· deficiency, and the due mean in actions. Now 
·feelings and actions are the objects with which 
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9 ~ f \ f Q \ \ 1 f I \ f If\ \ ,.I, 
EV OCS '1J fLEV V7TEPtJ01lTJ aJLa(YTaVETa£ Ka£ '1J €1\1\Et"rtS II 

[ s/, 1 .. J I \ ~ \ I ' "' \ 8 ~ 
'f'EYETa£, TO 0€ fLEUOV E1Tat.V€tTat. Kat KaTop OV• 

13 Ta£ • TaVTa 8' ap,4>w Tij~ apeTfj~. JLEUOTTJS 'TLS apa 
') \ t ) I I 3 1' ~ I 

EO"'TtV 7J apETTJ UTOXaaTt.KT} ye OVUa 'TOV JLEUOV. 

1 Jl \ \ t I \\ ~ ') 1 ( \ \ 
4 ET£ 'TO fkEV ap,apTaVEt.V 'TT0/\1\UXWS EU'TtV TO yap 

\ ,.., I f fne· I H r \ 
KaKOV TOV a'1T€tpov, WS Ot V ayopEt.Ot EtKaf:,OV, 'TO 80 
~' ' (J \ ,.. I ) \ ~ \ (} "" o aya ov Tov 7TE7Tepaap,evou , TO oE KaTop ovv 

,.. (~ \ \ \ \ t I~ \ ~ \ \ I 
p..ovaxws 01.0 Kat TO p..ev PCfOLOV TO OE xai\E7TOV, 

t ~~ \ ' , ..... ,.. ~ ' ' ~ \ 
pq.ot.OV P.,EV 'TO a7TOTVXELV TOV UK0'1TOV, xai\E7TOV CJE 

\ ') """' ) \ ~ \ "" ) 1' "" \ I f 
'T'O E7Tt.TVXELV • Kat. ot.a TaVT OVV TY)S P.,EV KaKtaS TJ 
f a , , , r ,,, , •1, ...... ~, , ...... r 1 

V7TEPJJOI\'Y} Kat. TJ E/\1\Et.rLS, 'TY)S o apETTJS TJ fkEUOTTJS• 

' (J'\ \ \ \ t \ ~ ~ ~ ~ \ I 
EU 1\0t ftEV yap a7TI\WS, 7TaVTOoa71'WS oE KaKOt. 15 

1li "E , t ' ' ~ 1:. I ' I ~ UTI.V apa TJ aperTJ E~ IS 1TpoatpETI.KTJ, EV P.,EUOTT)T£ 
1' "" \ t "" t I ' \ I \ t f) " f 

ovaa TTJ 1Tpos 'Y}f.LaS, wptafhEVTJ 1\oycp Ka£ ws av o 1107 
,/, I t I I ~ \ ~ I ,.. "' 
'rPOVLJLOS optGEtEV. J.I.EGOTYJS OE OVO KaKtWV, T"'J~ 

16 . ' (}' r R ' ' .... ~ ' ' ,,, ' ./, ' , e J.I.EV Ka V7TEppOI\1)V T1JS O€ KaT €1\1\Etrt.v• Kat ET£ 
~ , , ,, , , , ~, r a 1,, ,.. 

'Tlp TaS P.,EV €1\1\~L7T€£V TUS 0 V'TTEPJJUI\1\Et.V TOV 
~ I Jl "" le \ ') ""' I/:. \ 
OEOVTOS EV 'TE TOlS '1Ta EU£ Kat. EV TULS Ttpa~ EU£, T"'}V I 
~) ) \ \ ' I \ t I \ t """' f) 
0 apETTJV TO J.LEUOV Ka£ EVpt.UKE£V Ka£ atpELU at,. 

17 ~ \ \ \ \ J I ' \ \ I \ \7 
OtO KaTa P.,EV TTJV OVULaV Kat. TOV 1\0yov TOV TO 

I 1' 1' i\1 I ') \ t ' 1 \ 
Tt TJV ELVaL eyovTa ftEUOT"'JS EUTLV TJ apE'T'TJ, KaTa 
~\ \ Jl \ \ 1' ) I 
OE TO aptaTOV Ka£ TO EV aKpOT'Y)S. 

1 {nrep{3oX1} Ka'i 7} gAAEL\f!ts ap.aprd.veraL (Kat) tf;€-yerat Rassow. 
1 Bywater. 3 "fE om. Kb. 
& wptapivv r: wptapiV'YJ. 5 l[J Asp. (fortasse). 
1 lacunam vel aliam mendam suspexit Richards. 
7 ro add. Kb, Asp. 

• Cf. 1. vi. 7. 
" This verse from an unknown source would come in 

better just before or just after the last parenthesis. 
c IIpoalpeO"t s, ' choice ' or ' purpose,' is discussed in xu. ii., 

where see note. 
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virtue is concerned ; and in feelings and actions 
excess and deficiency are errors, 'vhile the 1nean 
amount is praised, and <"'onstitutes success ; and to 
be praised and to be successful are both marks of 

13 virtue. Virtue, therefore, is a mean state in the 
14 sense that it is able to hit the mean. Again, error 

is multiform (for evil is a forn1 of the unlimited, as 
in the old Pythagorean imagery ,a and good of the 
lhnited), 'vhereas sneeess is possible in one \\,.ay 
only (,vhich is 'vhy it is easy to fail and difficult to 
succeed-easy to miss the tatget and difficult to hit 
it) ; so this is another reason why excess and de
ficiency are a mark of vice, and observance of the 
mean a mark of virtue : 

Goodness is simple, badness manifold.b 

16 Virtue then is a settled disposition of the mind Deftnitior ot 

determining the choice c of actions and emotions, ~!i~t!~ 
consisting essentially in the observance of the mean 
relative to us, this being determined by principle, 
that is,d as the prudent Inan 'vould determine it. 

16 And it is a mean state bet,veen t\VO vices, one of 
excess and one of defect. Furthermore, it is a mean 
state in that 'vhereas the vices either fall short of 
or exceed '"hat is right in feelings and in actions, 

17 virtue ascertains and adopts the mean. Hence 
while in respect of its substance and the definition 
that states 'vhat it really is in essence virtue is the 
observance of the n1ean, in point of excellence and 
rightness it is an extreme. 8 

c1 A variant reading gives 'determined by principle, or 
whatever we like to call that by which the prudent man 
would determine it' (v-ide Taylor, Aristotle, p. 77). 

• Of. xu. iv. 8. 
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18 Ov' ,.. ~' , ~, ""/: ,~, ""' I(J 
'1TO .. aa o E71t.OEXETat TtpastS OVOE 1TaV Wa OS 

\ I tl \ '(J \ t I \ 
T'YJV JLEO"O'T'f]Ta • EVta yap EV VS WVOp,aaTa£ O'VVE£1\'Y}f..£• U 

I \ """ ,/.. \1 f' t I 
f.LEVa JLE'ia TYJS '1-'aV/\OTYJTOS, Ol.OV ETrt,XatpEKaKta 

) I ,./...(J I \ t \ ""' I/;. I 
avat.axvvTt..a V' ovos, Kat. E7Tt. TWV '1Tpasewv p,otxeta 

\ \ )~,/..I I \ ""' \ \ 
KI\07TYJ avopoV'ovta• 7TavTa yap TavTa Kat. Ta 

""" ,/, I 1 "" t \ ,./.,. """\ 1' ) \ \ t t 
TOLUVTa r..pEYETaL TqJ avTa 'f'aVI\a ELVa£, a/\1\ OVX 

f t () ' ' ' ..... '~' t ,, ' l,f, ' Jl ac. V'1TEpjJOI\at aVTWV OVO at E/\1\ELr..pEtS. OVK EUTt,V 
'1' ,~, ' ' ' 0..... ,,,, '' 

OVV OVOE7TOT€ 7TEpt.. avTa KaTop OVV, a/\1\ aet 16 
t I '~t J/ \ 1" 't\ \ 1' \ \ 

aJ.LapTaVE£V • OVO EGT£ TO EV 'YJ f.L'YJ EV '1T€pt 'T(J, 
,.. ' ..... t\ ~ .... ' ~ ' f , 

TOtaVTa EV 'Tlp T)V 0€£ Kat. O'TE Ka£ WS f.LO£XEVE£V, 
)\\) t \""" \ "' t ,.. I t I 

a/\1\ a7TI\WS TO 7TO£EtV OT£0VV TOVTWV aJ.LapTaVE£V 

, 1 fl "' , 'c ,.. a ' ' ' '~ .... 19 EUTLV. OfLOLOV OVV TO a~ tOVV Kat. 'Tt'EpL TO autKEt.V 
\ ~ \ I \ ) \ I 1' I 

Kat. OEU\at..V€t.V Kat aKOI\aGTatVEt,V EtVaL j-t€UOTYJ7Q, 
, t {3 , , , ,,, \ .I, ,I , fl 

Kat. V7TEp 01\Y}V Kat EIV\Etr..rtV• Ea7'aC. yap OVTW ye 21 
t Q \ """ \ t\ \ l,f, I \ t Q \ "" 

V'1TEPJJOI\1)S Kat €1\/\Et'rEWS f.LEUOT'YJS Kat V7TEPJJOI\Y}S 

20 V7Tep{3oA~ Kal. .EMet.t/Jt.s €Melt/Jews. waTrep oe 
,./.,. I \ ) ~ I t J/ t f3 \\ \ 

UW'f'poaVV1JS Kat. avopetaS OVK EUT£V V7T€p 01\1] Kat. 
Jl\ \ ,/, ~ \ . \ \ I 't I J1 tf 
EIV\Et'rLS ota TO TO JLEUOV El.Vat, '1TWS aKpov, OVTWS 

t ~ \ t I I t ~ \ t Q i\ \ \ Jf\ \ ,/, 
OVOE EK€£VWV JLEUOTYJS OVOE V'ITEPJJO 1] Kat €1\1\Et't'LS, 

t \ \ t t '' I t I f/ \ \ ''()' 
a/\1\ WS av 'Tt'paTTTJTat, aJLUfYTUVETat, • 01\WS yap OV 26 
t {) \ """ \ t\ \ I,J, I t I Jl 

V'TTEPJJOI\TjS Kat EIV\EL'rEWS JLEUOT'YJS EUTtV, OV'TE 

/LEUOT'YJTOS VTrep{3oA~ Ka~ €Mett/Jts. 
A "" ~ \ """ \ I (J I \ \ I (J a' \ 'a' V11 U€£ OE TOVTO f'YJ JLOVOV Ka 01\0V 1\Eyea at., 1\1\ 
\ "" 0' fl t ,./.,. I t \ ..,. 

Kat, TOtS Ka EKaUTa E'f'app,OTTEtV• EV yap TOtS 
\ \ I /: \ I f \ (} I \ I lz 

'ITEpt TaS '11'paf>E£S 1\0YOt,S Ot, P,EV Ka 01\0U KOtVOTEpot 80 

1Mb, AE"Y€'TO.L vulg. 2 TcP ci~LOUVTI.? Richards. 3 K€VWrepoL rob. 
a See c. vii. 15. The word means ' delight at another's 

misfortune,' Schadenfreude. b See § 17 above. 
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18 Not every action or emotion however admits of ~~~f:ns and 
the observance of a due mean. Indeed the very emotion~ 
names of some directly imply evil, for instance ~r~~~:.r~Iy 
malice,a shamelessness, envy, and, of actions, 
adultery, theft, murder. All these and similar 
actions and feelings are blamed as being bad in 
then1selves ; it is not the excess or deficiency of 
them that we blame. It is impossible therefore 
ever to go right in regard to them-one must always 
be wrong ; nor does right or wrong in their case 
depend on the circumstances, for instance, whether 
one commits adultery with the right woman, at the 
right time, and in the right manner ; the mere 

19 commission of any of them is wrong. One might 
as well suppose there could be a due mean and 
excess and deficiency in acts of injustice or cowardice 
or profligacy, which would imply that one could have 
a medium amount of excess and of deficiency, an 
excessive amount of excess anP, a deficient amount 

20 of deficiency. But just as there can be no excess or 
deficiency in temperance ·and justice, because the 
mean is in a sense an extreme,b so there can be no 
observance of the mean nor excess nor deficiency in 
the corresponding vicious acts mentioned above, but 
however they are committed, they are wrong ; since, 
to put it in general terms, there is no such thing 
as observing a mean in excess or deficiency, nor as 
exceeding or falling short in the observance of a 
mean. 

vii We must not however rest content with stating Table of 

this general definition, but must show that it applies ~~:~. aa 
to the particular virtues. In practical philosophy, means Vbe-i 

1 h h . l . . l h . d li tween cea at oug umversa pnnc1p es ave a WI er app ca- of excess 
and defeot. 
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') f ~' ' \ I '\ () I \ \ 1 
EtO'tV, Ot 0 E'Trt f-tEpOV~ ai\Y} tVWT€pOt • 1T€pt yap Ta. 

(} ' fl ~ I(; ~ I ~' ' \ I Ka EKUO"ra at 'lTpas EtS', OEOV 0 ETTL TOVTWV 

UVf.LcPWVEW •1 AYJ1TTEov oi5v raiJra eK rfjs ~naypac/>fjs. 
8 \ \ -;> 2 ,/... IQ \ ()I ) ~ I I 
• '1TEpt, fLEV OVV 'rOJJOVS Kat appYJ avopeta ft€0'0TYJS • 111 

"' ~' t Q \ \ I t ' "' ',./... R I ' I TWV o V7r€ptJaN\OVTWV 0 ~EV T'[J a'fJOJJtlf aVWVVf.LOS' 

( 
\ \ \ ~) ' \ ' I ) t ~) ' "" (} "' TT0/\1\a o eartv avwvvp.a , o o ev Tip appetv 

1rrrep{3aMwv 0 paavs, o Oe3 Tlp ftEV cpof3e'ia8at vTTep-

3 {3ai..Awv rip S€ Oappel,v €/v\el7rwv OetAos. ?Tept 
f ~ \ ~ \ \ \ I 4 ' I ~ ~ \ 'I 

'Y)OOVaS' 0€ Kat 1\V'lTUS' -OV '1TUO'QS', 'IT'TOV 0€ Kat 5 
\ \ \ I I \ ,./... I t 

'1T€pt TUS I\V7TUS-ftEO'OT1}S f.LEV aw"jJpoaVVTJ, V7r€p• 
Q \ \ ~ \ ) \ I '\ \ I ~ \ \ \ t ~ \ 
tJ0/\1] oe aKol\aata • EN\Et7TOVTES oe TTEP' ras 'Y)oovas 

' I I ~ I '~' ' I I OV '1TUVV yu-'OVTUt, Ol.01TEp OVO OVOi!'aTOS Tervx'YJ• 
'~' t """' Jl ~ \ ) I (} 8 KaatV OVO Ot. TOtOV'TOt, €0'TWO'UV OE UVULa Y)'TO£. 

4: '1TEpt 8€ S6atv XPTJJLUTWV Kat ltijif;tv ftEGOT'YJS ftEV 
,, 8 I t R \ ' ~ \ ' ,,, \ ~1. ' I 

EI\EV EptOT'YJS', V'1TEPJJOI\Tj O€ Kat. €1\1\€£'-rtS aawrta 10 
' ' \ f) I ' I ~\ ~ ""7 t R ,,, Kat aVEI\EV epta, EVaVTtWS 0€ aV'TOLS V1TEpfJai\I\OVU£ 

. \ '\ \ I f \ \ '' , \ . I 
Kat €1\1\EL'lTOVO'tV• 0 ftEV yap aaWTOS EV f.LEV 7Tp0€UE' 
t f3 I\\ ' ~ \ \ './, '\ \ I t ~) ) \ I(} V'lTEp a/\1\Et EV 0€' 1\T)"fEt EI\I\Et1TEt, 0 0 UVEI\EV epos 
, \ \ I~/, t Q I\ \ ) ~ \ I ) \ \ I 

EV ~EV 1\Tj'rEt V'lTEpfJa/\1\Et EV 0€ 7Tp0EO'€t, E/\/\€t7TEt. 
1: ,.. \ 1' ' I \ ) \ ,/.,. \ I \ I 
u VVV f.LEV OVV TV1Tlp Kat E1Tt KE't'UI\Utlp 1\EYOfLEV 1 

' I ' ..... I ff ~\ ' Ql apKOVfLEVOt UV'Tc.p TOVTc.p • VO''TEpOV OE aKpttJEO'TEpOV 16 

6 \ ' """ ~ 81 \ ~\ \ I 
Trept aVTwv otopta YJGETat,. Trept oE Ta XPYJf.LUTa 

1 lacunam suspexit Burnet. 1 ovv om. Kb. 
a of- Lb: o' €v Kb. 
' Kal. A.v1ras secl. Richards: Kal A.u1ra~ (vel ov 1ra£Ta~) ••• 1repl 

'I"CLS AV7ras secludenda ? ed. i Kal. (ovx op.olws> ? Bywater. 
1 TETVX'YJKEv ouo' o rowuros, l(Jrw o€ ci~~al£T8rJros D, nescio an 

recte (l(JTW o' cival£T81}TOS Kb). 
7 of- aurois Stew·art, Richards: o' auTaLS Mb, o' £avra'is Lh, 

o€ Kb. 
.. a Or 'have a wider acceptance.' 

, Here apparently the lecturer displayed a table of virtues 
(like the one in E.E. n. 122 b 37), exhibiting each as a mean 
between two vices of excess and defect in respect of a certain 
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tion,a those covering a particular part of the field 
possess a higher degree of truth ; because conduct 
deals 'vith particular facts, and our theories are 
bound to accord with these. 

Let us then take the particular virtues from the 
d. b 1agram. 

2 The observance of the mean in fear and confidence 
is Courage. The man that exceeds in fearlessness 
is not designated by any special name (and this is 
the case with many of the virtues and vices); he that 
exceeds in confidence is Rash ; he that exceeds in 

S fear and is deficient, in confidence is Cowardly. In 
respecf of pleasures and pains-not all of them, and 
to a less degree in respect of pains 0-the observance 
of the 1nean is 'Temperance, the excess Profli
gacy. ~1en deficient in the enjoyment of pleasures 
scarcely occur, and hence this character also has 
not been assigned a narne, but we may call it In-

4 sensible. In regard to giving, and getting money, 
the observance of the mean is Liberality ; the excess 
and deficiency are Prodigality and Mea.nness,d but the 
prodigal1nan and the n1ean man exceed and fall short 
in opposite ·ways to one another : the prodigal exceeds 
in giving and is deficient in getting, whereas the mean 

5 man exceeds in getting and is deficient in giving. For 
the present then we describe these qualities in outline 
and summarily, wh ieh is enough for the purpose in 
hand; but they will be more accurately defined later. 

6 There are also other dispositions in relation to 
class of action or feeling. This is developed in detail in 
Bk. III. vi.-end and nk. IV. 

c This parenthesis looks like an interpolation from III. x. 1. 
a The Greek word is the negative of that translated Liber

ality, but ' illiberality' and 'illiberal' we do not usually 
employ with reference to money. 
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Kal <L\Aac, 8£afJEa£C.S' Elal, JLEUOT'Y)S p,Ev P,£jlaAO· 
I ( f \ \ \ ~ ,/... I '\ (J I 'ITpE'1TE£a o yap J-t€jlai\O'lTpeTT'Y}) ota'repet E/\EV eptov· 

' \ \ \ ,, t ~ \ \ ') t {3 ' \ 0 fkEV yap '1T€pt p.,eyal\a, 0 OE 7T€pt fttKpa , V'lTEp 01\1] 
~ \ ' ' ' \ {3 ' ,,, ' ,/, ~ \ oE a'lTEtpoKal\ta Kat avavata, EIV\Et'rt) oe J-ttKpo- 20 

I ~ ,/ .. I ~' 'F' ,.. \ \ '\ 'ITpE7TEta • ota'repovat 0 aVTat TWV 7TEpt T1JV EI\EV• 

8 , ..... ~,~ ,~.., tl te' 
eptOT'Y)Ta, 'IT'[] oe ota'PEpovatv, VaTepov PYJ 7JUETat,. 

\ ~\ \ \ ' ' ' \ \ '1 'lTEpt OE Ttfk'f}V Kat aTLJ.ktaV JLEUOT'Y)S JLEV J.LEyai\O• 
.. /, ' t {3 ' \ ~ \ ' ' ' ,,, "rVXta, V7TEp 01\'Y} oE X,aVVOT'Y)S TIS 1\EYOJ.LEV'Y), E/\-

8 Aett/Jts 8€ fktKpot/Juxla. ws 3' €,\l.yoJ.Lev €xetv 7Tpos 
\ ' ' \ ,, (J ' ..... 1 ' TTJV J-tEyai\O'nperretaV T'YJV EI\EV eptOT'f}Ta, (Tip) 'lTEpt 25 

\ ~ ,/... ' fl ,, \ \ \ 
p,t,Kpa ot.a'f'epovaav, OVTWS EX,Et Tt) Kat 7Tp0) T1JV 

\ ./, I \ \ 1' I\ ' \ 
J."Ejlai\O"fVXtav, 'lTEpt T£J.L'f}V ovaav f"EYUI\Y)V, aVT1J 

\ \ 1' , \ f ~ ""' ' ' (J wept p,tKpav ovaa • eaT£ yap W) oet opeyea at 

<J.LtKpiis >1 
TtJ-tfjS Kat JhfiAAov ~ Se'i Ka~ ~TTov· 

\ , ~, f \ t R ''' ""' 3 ' I l: ,./.. \ ' 1\E)'ETal. 0 0 f.LEV V'TTEpjJa/\1\WV TatS opEs Eat 'f'tl\0• 
f ~, '\ \ I ',/... \ I t ~ \ 1 

TtJLOS, 0 0 EI\I\Et7TWV a"t'ti\OTtfkOS, 0 OE J.LEUOS 80 
' I ' I ~\ \ f ~ (}' \\ f aVWVVJ-tOS, aVWVVJ-tOI, OE Kat, at ota EUElS, 'TTI\'Y}V 'YJ 

'I'OV cptAoTlJ-toV cptAOTtfkla • o8ev €1Tt0tKa~ovTat, ol 
J1 """' I I \ t "" ~\ J/ \ 

aKpOI. T'f}S fkEU'Y}S xwpas. Kat 'Y)J.LELS 0€ EUTt J-tEV 
fl \ I ,/.. \ I \ ""' J/ ~' tl 
OTE TOV J-tEUOV "t'ti\OTtfkOV KUI\OVJ.LEV EUTt 0 OTE 
',/.. \' \ ,, \ u 4 ' ..... ' 

a'f'ti\OTtfLOV, Kat EaT tV J.LEV OTE E1Ta£VOVfkEV TOV 1108 
,/... \ I H ~' fl \ ',/.. \ I ~ \ I ~' 9 't'£1\0'TtfkOV EU'T£ 0 OT£ TOV a'f'ti\O'TLf.-LOV. ota TtVa 0 

alTlav ToiJTo 'TTOtoiJJ.LEV, €v To 'is €efjs pYJO~aera£ • 
,.. ~\ \ .... \ "' i\' \ ' f,./.. vvv oe 'lTEpt TWV 1\0L'TTWV EYWf.-LEV KaTa Tov v'fJ-

' I Jl ~ \ 5 \ \ \ ' \ f 10 TJYTJJ-tEVOV TPOTTOV. EaTL OYJ Kat 1TEpt T'l}V opy'Y}v V7T€p· 

l Ramsauer. 1 (JJ.'Kp{is) (vel ra{rrrJS pro n}J:ijs) ed. 
• -ra.tlraLs vel ro,a.&raLf ? ed. 
' plv BrE Bywater: 8TE Kb, lJTE p.ev Lb. I a-q ed.: N-. 
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money, namely, the mode of observing the mean 
called Magnificence (the magnificent man being 
different from the liberal, as the former deals with 
large amounts and the latter with small ones), the 
excess called Tastelessness or Vulgarity, and the 
defect called Paltriness. These are not the same 
as Liberality and the vices corresponding to it ; 
but the way in which they differ will be discussed 
later. 

7 In respect of honour and dishonour, the observ
ance of the mean is Greatness of Soul, the excess a 
sort of Vanity, as it may be called, and the deficiency, 

8 Smallness of Soul. And just as we said that Liber
ality is related to ~fagnificence, differing from it in 
being concerned with small amounts of money, so 
there is a certain quality related to Greatness of 
Soul, 'vhich is concerned with great honours, while 
this quality itself is concerned with small honours ; 
for it is possible to aspire to . minor honours in the 
right way, or more than is right, or less. He who 
exceeds in these aspirations is called ambitious, he 
who is deficient, unambitious ; but the middle 
character has no name, and the dispositions of 
these persons are also unnamed, except that that of 
the ambitious man is called Ambitiousness. Con
sequently the extreme characters put in a claim 
to the middle position, and in fact we ourselves 
sometimes call the middle person ambitious and 
son1etimes unambitious : we sometimes praise a 
man for being ambitious, sometimes for being un-

9 ambitious. Why we do so shall be discussed later ; 
for the present let us classify the remaining virtues 
and vices on the lines 'vhich we have laid do,vn. 

10 In respect of anger also we have excess, deficiency, 
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2 Hams. : Kai dp<wv o TaVT'YJV ~x>wv ? ed. 

a .Fronl IV. Vii. it appears that the quality intended is 
sincerity of speech and conduct in the matter of asserting 
one's own merits. The observance of the Inean in this 
respect is there said to have no name : and here the 
form of expression apologizes for using' Truthfulness' in so 
limited a sense. The defect in this respeet Aristotle expresses 
by elpwvela. a word specially associated with the affectation 
of ignoru nee practised by Socrates. Neither this nor its 
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and the observance of the mean. These states are 
virtually 'vithout names, but as we call a person of 
the middle character gentle, let us name the observ
ari~e of the mean Gentleness, while of the extremes, 
he that exceeds Inay be styled irascible and his vice 
Irascibility, and he that is deficient, spiritless, and 
the deficiency Spiritlessness. 

11 Th~re are also three other modes of observing a 
mean 'vhich bear some resen1hlance to each other, 
and yet are different ; an have to do 'vith inter
course in conversation and action, but they differ 
in that one is concerned with truthfulness of speech 
and behaviour, and the other with pleasantness, in 
its t'vo divisions of pleasantness in social amuse
ment and pleasantness in the general affairs of life. 
We must then discuss these qualities also, in order 
the better to discern that in all things the observance 
of the mean ~s to be praised, \vhile the extremes are 
neither right nor praise,vorthy, but reprehensible. 
Most of these qualities also are unnarned, but in 
these as in the other cases 've must attempt to coin 
names for them ourselves, for the sake of clearness 
and so that our 1neaning may be easily follo,ved. 

· 12 In respect of truth then, the middle character may 
be called truthful, and the observance of the mean 
Truthfulness a ; pretence in the form of exaggera
tion is Boastfulness, and its possessor a boaster ; in 
the form of understatement, Self-depreciation, and 
its possessor the self-depreciator. 

13 In respect of pleasantness in social amusement, 
the middle character is witty and the n1iddle dis
position \Vittiness ; the excess is Buffoonery and 

other shades of rneaning correspond very closely to that of 
its English deriva4:ive lron.y. 
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transponenda ed. 3 p.7JoEv Kb: o p.1JOE vulg. 
• 'Xu'lf'EITaL <Kai o p.£v vEp.EU1JTLKOS i1rl. Tots civa~lws KaKws rpci-r

TOVUL 'XurEL'raL) Sauppe. 

• This sentence in the Mss. follows the next one. 
• See vi. 18 (and note) : there envy and 'rejoicing-in

evil ' come in a list of emotions in which a due mean is 
impossible; and in Rhet. II. ix. 1386 b 34 they are said to be 
two sides of the same character. The present atten1pt to 
force them into the scheme as opposite extremes is not very 
successful, and it is noteworthy that this group of qualities 
is omitted in Bk. IV. 
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its possessor a buffoon ; the deficient man may be 
called boorish, and his disposition Boorishness. In 
respect of general pleasantness in life, the man who 
is pleasant in the proper manner is friendly, and the 
observance of the mean is Friendliness ; he that 
exceeds, if from no interested motive, is obsequious, 
if for his o'vn advantage, a flatterer ; he that is 
deficient, and unpleasant in all the affairs of life, may 
be called quarrelsome and surly. 

14 There are also modes of observing a mean in the 
sphere of and in relation to the emotions. For a in 
these also one man is spoken of as moderate and 
another as excessive-for exan1ple the bashful man 
whose modesty takes alarm at everything ; while he 
that is deficient in shame, or abashed at nothing what
soever, is shameless, and the man of middle character 
modest. For though Modesty is not a virtue, it is 

, praised, and so is the modest man. 
lB Again, Righteous Indignatiop is the observance of 

a mean between Envy and Malice,b and these 
qualities are concerned with pain and pleasure felt 
at the fortunes of one's neighbours. The righteously 
indignant man is pained by undeserved good fortune ; 
the jealous man exceeds him and is pained by all 
the good fortune of others ; 0 while the malicious 
man so far falls short of being pained that he 
actually feels pleasure. 

16 These qualities however it will be time to discuss 
· in another place. After them we will treat J ustice,d 

distinguishing its two kinds-for it has more than 
one sense-and showing in what way each is a mode 

• It is difficult not to think that some words have been lost 
here, such as ' and the righteously indignant man is pained 
by the undeserved misfortune of others.' " Bk. VI. 
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1 Grant. I 1rAelwv r. 8 ed. 

ca Grant rightly rt'jects this sentence, since the intel
lectual virtues are nowhere else thus designated by Aristotle, 
nor does he regard then1 as modes of observing a mean. 

b This sentence should perhaps follow the next one, as it 
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of observing the mean. [And we will deal similarly 
with the logical virtues.a] 

viii 1~here are then three dispositions-t\VO v'ices, one Opposition 

of excess and one of defect, and one virtue which is ~~J~f~::. 
the observance of the mean ; and each of them is 
in a certain \vay opposed to both the others. F'or 
the extren1e states are the opposite both of the 
middle state and of each other, and the middle 

2 state is the opposite of both extremes; since just 
as the equal is greater in comparison with the less 
and less in comparison 'vith the greater, so the 
middle states of character are in excess as com
pared with the defective states and defective as 
compared 'vith the excessive states, whether in the 
case of feelings or of actions. For instance, a brave 
man appears rash in contrast with a co,vard and 
cowardly in contrast with a rash man ; sirnilarly a 
temperate n1an appears profligate in contrast 'vith 
a man insensible to pleasure aJ)d pain, but insensible 
in contrast \Vith a profligate; and a liberal man 
seems prodigal in contrast \vith a mean man, mean 

3 in contrast \Vith one 'vho is prodigal. Hence either 
extre1ne character tries to push the middle character 
to\\'ards the other extreme ; a co,vard calls a brave 
man rash and a rash man calls him a co,vard, and 
correspondingly in other cases. 

4 But 'vhile all three dispositions are thus opposed 
to one another, the greatest degree of contrariety 
exists betvveen the t'vo extremes. For the extremes 
are farther apart from each other than from the 
mean, just as great is farther from small and small 

6 from great than either from equal. Again b some 

gives a second test of opposition, viz. unlikeness. I-lovvever, 
unlikeness and remoteness are blended together in § 7. 
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1 ¢alverat. <elvat.) ? ed. 
1 txotJ.ev pr. Kb: pbrop,ev ? Bywater. 
' ta-p,e11 p.O."A"Aov Turnebus. 

I tdJKO.Talj>opcfn-EpOI. r • 
1 Spengel. 

• These words are probably an interpolation, since the 
sense requires' more than to Insensibility.' 
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extren1es show a certain likeness to the mean-for 
instance, Rashness resembles Courage, Prodigality 
Liberality, whereas the extremes display the greatest 
unlikeness to one another. But it is things farthest 
apart from each other that logicians define as con
traries, so that the farther apart things are the more 
contrary they are. 

6 And in some cases the defect, in others the 
excess, is more opposed to the mean ; for example 
Cowardice, which is a vice of deficiency, is more 
opposed to Courage than is Rashness, which is a vice 
of excess ; but Profligacy, or excess of feeling, is 
more opposed to Temperance than is Insensibility, 

7 or lack of feeling. This results from either of t'vo 
causes. One of these arises from the thing itself ; 
owing to one extreme being nearer to the mean 
and resembling it more, we count not this but 
rather the cpntrary extreme as the opposite of the 
mean ; for example, because Rashness seems to 
resemble Courage more than· Cowardice does, and 
to be nearer to it, we rec:kon Cowardice rather than 
Rashness as the contrary of Courage ; for those 
extremes which are more remote from the mean 

8 are thought to be more contrary to it. This then is 
one cause, arising out of the thing itself. The other 
cause has its origin in us : those things appear more 
contrary to the mean to which we are ourselves more 
inclined by our nature. For example, we are of 
ourselves more inclined to pleasure, which is why 
we are prone to Profligacy [more than to Propriety]. a 

We therefore rather call those things the contrary 
of the mean, into which we are more inclined to lapse ; 
and hence Profligacy, the excess, is more particularly 
the contrary of Temperance. 
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·- ·o , ... , , f , , t , o , , , 
u. T£ J.LEV OVV EU7'LV '1} apETYJ "f} TJ LK1J fl.EaOTTJ~, Kat 20 

"" \ f/ I t;;;: I ""' .-.. \ ()' 
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EU'Tt ota TO aToxaaTtKY) TOV JLEaOV ELVUt, TOV EV 
A '(J \ ... It. f ...... J/ 

TOL~ 1Ta e:at Kat TaL~ 7tpasEatv, LKal-'WS ELPYJTat. 
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\ I \Q,.. Jl 1' I\ \I ' 
TO J-LEGOV t\afJEtJI epyov, OLOV KVKI\OV TO ftEGOV OV 

' '\ \ ' .... ,~ ' t:l ~ ' ' ' ' TTaVTOS aN\a TOV E tOOT OS. OVTW 0€ KaL TO JLEV 
' (J..... ' ' t tt;;;: \ ' ~ .... opyta YJVat 1TavTos Kat pq..oLov, Kat TO oovva£ 
' I \ ~ "" \ t;;;:) "(" t;;;: ,... 1 \ fl 

apyvptov Kat oa7TaVYjaat· TO o cy <oe:t.> Kat oaov 
\ tl \ T tl \ t1 ' I \ '~' 

KaL OT€ Kat OV E~'EKa KaL WS, OVI<:E'Tt "/TaVTOS OVO€ 
f I~ r;;;: ' ' '1' ' ' ' , ' pq.otOV" OL01T€p TO EV Kat., aTTaVtOV Kat €7TULV€'TOV 

' \' r;;;:' r;;;: ..... ' Y' ..... ' 3 Kat Kai\OV. OLO OEL TOV GTOXUt;,OjkEVOV TOV JLEGOV 30 

'1TPWTOV J.LEV a7Toxwpe'iv TOV j-tfiAAov evavTlov, Ka{}-
1 ' t IT \ ,/, ' ,.. 

a1TEp Kat YJ \..ai\V~W 'ITapatVEL 

I \ "' \ I ' \ " 
TOVTOV jkEV KaTTvov Kat KVJLaTos EKTOS EEPYE 

.... ' , ' ' ' ( \ ' \ ~, 
TWV yap aKpWV. 'TO JLEV EGTLV UfLap'TWI\OTEpov, TO 0 

' 

T ' \ 1' ""' I ""' '' 2 \ I YJTTOV" E'TTEL ovv 'TOV JLEGOV TVXEt..V aKpws xai\E'ITOV, 
\ \ ~ I ,/.. I \ " \ '\ 1 

Ka'Ta 'TOV OEVTEpov, 'fJaat., 71'1\0VV 'Ta €1\UXLUTa 35 
\ I ""' ""' ""' t;;;:) t/ I\ 
1\Y)'TT'TEOV 'TWV KaKWV • 'TOVTO 0 EGTat fLUI\LaTa 1109 

.... ' ' t\ \ ' ..... r;;;: ' r;;;: ,.. TOV'TOV 'TOV Tp01TOV OV 1\EYOJ.LEV. GKO'ITEt.V O€ 0€1. 
\ t\ \ ' \ ' I,/.,. I ' ( "\ \ \ 
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\ .tl\ \ ,./... I ) ""' ~) Jl I 

'ITpOS a/\1\a 'ITE't'VKUjkEV --TOVTO 0 EU'Tat, yvwptjkOV 

1 Ramsauer. I aKpt(3ws Richards. 

• Od. xii. 219 : really the ·words are said by Odysseus, 
conveying to his steersman Circe's advice, to avoid the 
whirlpool of Charybdis which will engulf them all, and 
steer nearer to the monster Scylla who will devour only 
some of them. 
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ix Enough has now been said to sho\v that moral Practical 

virtue is a n1ean and in what sense this is so namely r~le~ tor 
' ' htttmg the 

that it is a n1ean between t\vo vices, one of excess mean. 

and the other of defect; and that it is such a mean 
because it ain1s at hitting the middle point in feelings 

2 and in actions. This is \vhy it is a hard task to be 
good, for it is hard to find the middle point in any
thing: for instance, not everybody can find the 
centre of a circle, but only someone who knows 
geometry. So also anybody can become angry
that is easy, and so it is to give and spend money; 
but to be angry 'vith or give n1oney to the right 
person, and to the right amount, and at the right 
time, and for the right purpose, and in the right way 
-this is not within everybody's power and is not 
easy ; so that to do these things properly is rare, 
praise,vorthy, and noble. 

3 lienee the .first rule in ain1ing at the n1ean is to 
avoid that extreme which is t}1e more opposed to 
the mean, as Calypso advises a_ 

Steer the ship clear of yonder spray and surge. 

For of the t\vo extremes one is a more serious error 
'than the other. Hence, inasmuch as to hit the 

mean extremely well is difficult, b the second best 
way to sail, c as the saying goes, is to take the least 
of the evils ; and the best way to do this will be the . . 
way \Ve enJ o1n. 

The second rule is to notice what are the errors 
to which we are ourselves most prone (as different 
men are inclined by nature to different faults)-and 

b Or 'to hit the tnean is extremely difficult.' 
c A proverb, meaning to take to the oars \Yhen the wind 

fails. 
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• Iliad iii. 156-160. 
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"/i; 

we shall discover what these are by observing the 
, 6 pleasure or pain that we experience- ; then we must 

drag ourselves away in the opposite direction, for 
by steering wide of our besetting error we shall 
make a middle course. This is the method adopted 
by carpenters to straighten warped timber. 

8 Thirdly, we n1ust in everything be most of all on 
our guard against what is pleasant and against 
pleasure; for 'vhen pleasure is on her trial we are 
not impartial judges. The right course is therefore 
to feel towards pleasure as the elders of the people 
felt towards Helen,a and to apply• their words to 
her on every occasion ; for if we roundly bid her 
be gone, we shall be less likely to err. 

7 These then, to sum up the matter, are the pre
cautions that will best enable us to hit the mean. 
But no doubt it is a difficult thing to do, and especi
ally in particular cases : for instance, it is not easy 
to define in ·w·hat manner and with what people and 
on what sort of grounds and how long one ought 
to be angry ; and in fact we sometimes praise men 
who err on the side of defect in this matter and call 
them gentle, somethnes those who are quick to 

Sanger and style them manly. However, we do not 
blame one who diverges a little from the right course, 
whether on the side of the too much or of the too 
little, but one who diverges more widely, for his error 
is noticed. Yet to what degree and how seriously 
a man must err to be blamed is not easy to define on 
principle. For in fact no object of perception is easy 
to define ; and such questions of degree depend on 
particular circumstances, and the decision lies with 

, perception. 
t Thus much then is clear, that it is the middle 
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~ \ ""' 1 fl f I ~It_ ') "" ') , ) 
o7')1\0t, oTt '1] fLEa"T] Ests ev 7Taatv E7TatV€7"'fJ, a7To-

\ f ~ \ ~ A f \ \ ') \ \ f f3 \ \ f \ ~, 
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., \ \ ,, \ .I. f'l \ ("" "" ' ' 

E7Tt T'Y)V €1\1\Et~tv• OUTW yap pCfGTa TOV JLEaOV KQ.l, 

'TOV EO TEV,OJ-LEfJa. 

1 o~'Aov codd. Morellii. 
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disposition in each department of conduct that is 
to be praised, but that one should lean sometimes 
to the side of excess and sometimes to that of 
deficiency, since this is the easiest way of hitting 
the mean and the right course. 
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aKo7Tova£ • xp~atp,ov 8E Ka! Tots vop,ofJeTovat 7Tpos 
\ \ \ \ \I ~ ""'~\I , 1 

2 TE TaS 'TLJLaS Kat, TaS KOI\aUE£s-. OOKE£ O'YJ aKOVata S5 

3 elvat. Tel {3lq. ~ a,' ayvotav 'Y£V0p,€Va. {Jlat.ov DE ov 1110 I 
t , ' ''i: (} , '1' ' ~ ~ \ 7J · apxTJ e~ w ev, TO£aVT'1} ovaa EV u p,1JoEv avp,-
QI\\ t I 't\ f I 1' ' ,... 
fJai\1\ETat. 0 7rpaTTW.V '1J 0 'ITaaxwv 1 OLOV Et TfVEVfUJ. 

I ,, '' (} I J/ ~ ~\ ~ \ 
' KOJLtUa£ 'ITO£ '1} av pW7rO£ KVp£01, OVTEs-. oaa OE ot,a 

cpo{Jov JLEL~OVWV KaKWV 7rpaTTETat, ~ 8r,a KaAov 'TL1 5 
'f' ' I I ') I -t. otov Et Tvpavvos 1TpoaTaTTOt, ataxpov Tt, 7rpa~ at. 

I 't\ I \ I \ I/: \ a 
KVptOS WV 'YOVEWV Kat TEKVWV 1 Kat '11pa~ aV'TOS JLEV 

al/J,OtVT01 JL~ '1TpaeavTOS 8' aTrofJv~aKOtEV, ap.cpt-
.Q I Jl I ) I I ') 't\ f I 

UJJ'YJ'T'Y}Ut,V .EXEt, 'ITOTEpOV aKOVUt,a EUTtV '1] EKOVata. 
1 8~ (cf. 1109 a 20) Stocks: BJ]. • 3-J, codd. MorelJii: o€. 
a p.€v <av> ? Richards. 
a iKovaLOv and ciKovcnov are most conveniently rendered 

'voluntary' and 'involuntary'; but the word d.Kotio-wv sug
gests 'unwilling' or ' against the will,' and to this n1eaning 
Aristotle limits it in § 13. There he introduces a third term, 
oux iKovcnov, 'not voluntary' or • not willing,' to describe 
acts done in ignorance of their full circumstances and conse
quences, and so not willed in the full sense ; but such acts 
when subsequently regretted by the agent are included in the 
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BOOK III 

i VIRTUE however is concerned with emotions and cc.i-v. M?ral 
. d "t . 1 1 . .1! h" h Re~ponsl• actions, an 1 IS on y vo untary actions 10r w IC bility. 

praise and blame are given ; those that are in- ~~iu~t:ry 
voluntary are condoned, and sometimes even pitied. and In· 
Hence it seems to be necessary for the student of voluntary. 

ethics to define the difference between the Voluntary 
and the Involuntary a ; and this 'viii also be of 
service to the legislator in assigning rewards and 
punishments. 

2 It is then generally held that actions are in
voluntary when done (a) under compulsion or (b) 

3 through ignorance; and that (a) an act is com
pulsory when its origin· is from without, being of 
such a nature that the agent, who is really passive, 
contributes nothing to it : for example, when he 
is carried somewhere by stress of weather, or by 

4 people who have him in their po·w·er. But there 
is some doubt about actions done through fear of 
a worse alternative, or for some noble object
as for instance if a tyrant having a man's parents 
and children in his power commands him to do 
something base, when if he complies their lives 
will be spared but if he refuses they will be put 
to death. It is open to question whether such 

class of aKova-La or unwilling acts, because had the agent not 
been in ignorance he would not have done them. 
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'1 t \ ""' I '~I ' \ ,.. ll: ~\ ""' 
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. I 'I \' ""' t:l ' I 
Tot.avTats evtoTe Kat E7Tatvovvrat, oTav aLaxpov 'T' 
"' \ \ t I ) \ I '\ \ \ ""' '1\ 'fJ 1\V'lTT)pOV V7TOfJ~EPWaLV UV'T£ f.tEYUI\WV Kat Kal\wv· av 
~, ) I \ ~/. I \ \ '' ()' f ""' 
0 ava7Tal\tV ,. 'PEYOVTat, Ta yap aLaxta V7TOJ-LELVU£ 

' \ ~ \ \ ""' '1\ I ,/.. 1\ ' ) ' I 
E1Tt JLYJOEV£ KQI\l.p 1] JLETpt-cp \jJQVI\OV. €17' EVl..OtS 
~, ,, \ ' I I ~) t:l ~ \ 
o E7Tatvos f-LEV ov ytveTat, avyyvwp.YJ o , orav aLa 

""' ll: t\ \ ~ ,.. t\ \ ) 0 I 
'TOtUV'Ta 7Tpac.:,l} 'TtS' a f.tYJ UEL, a TYJV av pW7TLVYJV 25 
,/.. I f I \ ~ \ '1\ t I " ~) 8 't'UaLV V7TEpTELVEt Kat f-LY)O£LS' av V7TOf-tELVat. EVta o 
, ' 'I ' ()""' ,,,, ...... ,, ' 
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OaveTlov 1rafJovTL Td. OEtvoTaTa· Ka~ yap Tov 

a i.e., partly voluntary, partly involuntary. 
• Which shows that the acts are regarded as voluntary 

(Peters). 
e 't.e., some acts are so repulsive that a man's abhorrence 

of them 1nust be stronger than any pressure that can be 
put on hiin to commit them ; so that if he comrnits them 
he must be held to have chosen to do so. 
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5 actions are voluntary or involuntary. A somewhat 
similar case is when cargo is jettisoned in a storm ; 
apart from circumstances, no one voluntarily throws 
away his property, but to save his O\Vn life and that 

6 of his shipmates any sane man would do so. Acts 
of this kind, then, are ' mixed ' or composite a ; 
but they approximate rather to the voluntary class. 
For at the actual time when they are done they 
are chosen or willed; and the end or motive of m1 

act varies with the occasion, so that the terms 
' voluntary ' and ' involuntary ' should be used 
with reference to the time of action ; now the 
actual deed in the cases in questjon is done volun
tarily, for the origin of the movement of the parts 
of the bodv instrumental to the act lies in the 

ol 

agent ; and "~hen the origin of an action is in one-
self, it is in one's own po,ver to do it or not. Such 

~ acts therefor~ are voluntary, though perhaps in
voluntary apart from circurnstances-for no one 
would choose to do any such action in and for itself • 

. 7 Sometimes indeed men .are actually praised b for 
deeds of this ' n1ixed ' class, namely 'vhen they 
submit to son1e disgrace or pain as the price of some 
great and noble object ; though if they do so \vith
out any such motive they are blan1ed, since it is 
contemptible to submit to a great disgrace with 
no advantage or only a trifling one in view. In 
some cases again, such subrnission though not 
praised is condoned, when a man does son1ething 
wrong through fear of penalties that irnpose too 
great a strain on human nature, and that no one 

8 could endure. Yet there seem to be some acts 
which a man cannot be compelled to do,C and rather 

· than do them he ought to submit to the most terrible 
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10 (} I '1\ I \ ~ ' "' ,/.,. I R ' "' 
Kaa EVTaS YJ f.tYJ. Ta OYJ 7TO£a 'PaTEOV jJLata; 'YJ 

f i\ ""' I t I ' "' t ) I ) "' ) \ 1" \ f 
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' I I ) ,.... ~\ \ ) \ ,.... ~ f I \ f 
aKOVata EG'TL, VVV O€ Kat aVTt TWVO€ atp€Ta, Kat '1] 

' \ ) ,.... I (}' t \ \ ) I I 
apxYJ EV Tlp 1TpaTTOVTt, Ka avTa JLEV aKovata 
, ..... ~ \ \ , ' ..... ~ f , .... \ \ ~' 

EGTL, VVV 0€ Kat aVTt 'TWVO€ EKOVGLa. {ta/V\OV 0 
'I t I f \ I C ) "" ()' 
EOLKEV EKOVGLOLS • at yap 1Tpa':, ELS €V 'TOLS Ka 
tl """ ~, f I "" ~' ) \ I 
EKaaTa, TaVTa o EKOVata. 'TTOLa 0 aVTt 'TTOLWV 

f I ' f I~ ) ~ ,.... \\ \ \ ~ 
. atpETEOV) ov pq.otov a'TTooovvat • 'TTOIV\at yap ota· 
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1 ., I,,,... 
OVTW : aVT([J. 

a In a play now lost, Eriphyle was bribed with a necklace 
to induce her husband Amphiaraus, king of Argos, to join 
the expedition of the Seven against Thebes. Foreseeing he 
would lose his life, he charged his sons to aveng-e his death 
upon their mother, invoking on them famine and childless
ness if they disobeyed. The verse in question is preserved: 

p,aA.urro. fJ-{11 J1 E-rrf]p hn(JKTjtftas 1rarf]p. 
AlC'maeon,fr. 69 (Nauck). 

b There is no such thing as an act which is not this par· 
ticular act in these particular circumstances (Burnet). 
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death : for instance, we think it ridiculous that 
Alcmaeon in Euripides' play a is compelled by 

9 certain threats to murder his mother ! But it is 
sometimes difficult to decide how far we ought to 
go in choosing to do a given act rather than suffer 
a given penalty, or in enduring a given penalty 
rather than commit a given action ; and it is still 
more difficult to abide by our decision when made, 
since in most of such dilemmas the penalty threatened 
is painful and the deed forced upon us dishonourable, 
which is \vhy praise and blame are besto,ved accord
ing as we do or do not yield to such compulsion. 

10 vVhat kind of actions then are to be called ' com- CompulsorJ 
pulsory ' ? Used \Vithout qualification, perhaps acts deti:aed. 

this term applies to any case where the cause of 
the action lies in things outside the agent, and 
when the agent contributes nothing. But when 
actions intrinsically involuntary are yet in given 
circumstances deliberately chosen in preference to 
a given alternative, and when their origin lies in 
the agent, these actions· are to be pronounced 
intrin~ically involuntary but voluntarF in the circum
stances, and in preference to the altetnative. They 
approximate ho,vever rather to the voluntary class, 
since conduct consists of particular things done," 
and the particular things done in the cases in ques
tion are voluntary. But it is not easy to lay down 
rules for deciding which of two alternatives is to 
be chosen, for particular cases differ widely. 

· ·· .. 11 To apply the term ' compulsory ' to acts done for 
· the sake of pleasure or for noble objects, on the 

plea that these exercise constraint on us from with
out, is to make every action compulsory. For 
(1) pleasure and nobility between them supply the 

121 



ARISTOTLE 

ptq. Kat aKOV'TES AV7rYJpWS, ol S€ Std. TO ~Sv «al 

KaAov JL€8' ~oovfjs. yEAo'iov OE1 Td alTtuaOa, 'Ta 

) I '\ \ \ \ t \ '0 I Jl t \ "" 
C:K'TOS, a/\1\a JLYJ aVTOV EV YJpaTOV OVTa V71'0 TWV 

I \ "" \ \ "" f I ,.... ~) 
'TOtOV'TWV, Kat TWV JLEV Kai\WV EaVTOV, TWV o 11 

1 ' ,.... \ tt;;;::: I Jl t;;;::: \ [ \ ]2 Ql 1' 1' 2 ataxpwV Ta 'Y)OEa. EOtK€ OYJ TO JJLatOV ELVat OV 

'~'i:_ e f ' I t;;;::: \ f3 \ \ 1 ""' f3 
EsW EV TJ apxYJ, fLYJOEV O'Vf-L a/\1\0fJ.EVOV TOV ta· 

a8€vTos. 

T \ t;;;:::\ t;;;:::) N ' t I \ rl ' I 13 0 0€ Ot, ayvotav OVX EKOVO'LOV /-tEV anav EO'TLV 1 

) I ~ \ \ ' I) \ ) \ I f 
aKOVO'tOV 0€ TO €Tr~I\U1TOV Kat EV /-tETafLEI\ELCf • 0 

' ~' , 'i: t .... t;;;:::t 3 t;;;::: yap ot, ayvotav 7rpa.c;as OTtovv, f-'YJOEV Tt ova- 20 

I ' \ ""' 'C t \ \ ' I f/ 
XEpatvwv E'1Tt TTJ Trpa~ EL, EKwv ftEV ov TrE1Tpaxev, o 

\ ''t;;;::: 't;;;:::' 1' " \ \ I I "" 
ye fLY} TJOEt, OVO aV aKWV, f.LYJ 1\VTrOVfLEVOS YE. TOV 
~\ ~)" f \ ) \I Jl ~ ""' f 
9'r} OL ayvotaV 0 [-LEV EV f.LETUfL€1\EL<f aKWV OOKEL, 0 
~\ \ \I ' \ ~I Jl ' f I 
0€ J.LYJ f.LETajL€1\0fLEVOS, €7T€t ETEpOS, EaTW OVX EKWV' 

ETrEL yap o~acPEPEL, f3€ATtOV ovop.a EXEtV LOLOV. 
~I t;;;:::) 

14 E7epov o Jl \ \ t;;;::: ) " I "" 
EOl.K€ Kat TO 01. ayvotaV 7rpaTT€£V TOV 25 

' .... ayvoovv-ra ... t ' 81 ,, ' Y' ' 1TOLELV • 0 yap fLE VWV '1] opyt';,Of-LEVOS OV 

ooKEi a,' '
1 

' a' ' 'a' t;;;::: •a' ,.,., .... ayvotav 7rpaTTEtV 1\1\ Ou , TWV 

' I ' 't;;;::: \ ~ I ' \ \) ) "" ' "' ELPYJfLEVWV, ovK ec..ows oE, a/\1\ ayvowv. ayvoe£ 

JLEV ovv 'ITOS 0 J.LOX8YJpOS a DEi npaTTEtV Kat cLv 
) ,./.. I \ ~ \ \ I f I Jl~ 

a'f'EKTEOV, Kat ota TYJV TOtaVTYJV ap,ap7taV aotKO£ 
\ rl\ \ I \ ~' ' I Q 1\ 15 Kat 01\WS KaKOt ytVOVTat. TO 0 aKOVO'tOV JJOVI\ETa£ SO . 

1 o7] Lb. 1 Riehards. 
a P.TJOEV TL Kb : jJ.T]OfJI Oe Lb, JJ.'fJOEV rlVIb. 

4 See note on § 1 above. 
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tnotives of all actions whatsoever. Also (2) to act 
under compulsion and urnvillingly is painful, but 
actions done for their pleasantness or nobility are 
done 'vith pleasure. And (3) it is absurd to bla1ne 
external things, instead of blaming ourselves for fall
ing an easy prey to their attractions ; or to take the 
credit of our noble deeds to ourselves, while putting 
the blan1e for our disgraceful ones upon the tempta-

12 tions of pleasure. It appears therefore that an act 
is compulsory when its origin is from outside, the 
person cotnpelled contributing nothing to it. 

13 (b) An act done through ignorance is in every Acts done 
case not voluntary,a but it is involuntary only ~hrough 

• . 1gnorance 
when it causes the agent pain and regret : since (i.e. ignor-
a man \vho has acted throug·h ignorance and feels a!lce of the circum-
no compunction at all for \Vhat he has done, cannot stances) are 
, d d b "d h t d 1 "1 h always non· 1n ee e sa1 to ave ac e vo untar1 y, as e voluntary, 
was not aware of his action, yet cannot be said bu

1
t arte in-

l d . l .1 h . vo un ary to 1ave acte 1nvo untar1 y, . as e IS not sorry only when 
for it. Acts done through ignorance therefore fall regretted. 

into t'vo classes : if the agent regrets the act, we 
think that he has acted involuntarily; if he does 
not regret it, to mark the distinc-tion ·we may call 
him a 'non-voluntary' agent-for as the case is 

14 different it is better to give it a special name. Act
ing through ignorance ho,vever seems to be different 
from acting in ignorance ; for when a man is drunk 
or in a rage, his actions are not thought to be done 
through ignorance but o'ving to one or other of 
the conditions mentioned, though he does act 
without knowing, and in ignorance. Now it is true 
that all wicked men are ignorant of what they 
ought to do and refrain from doing, and that this 
error is the cause of injustice and of vice in general. 
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\1 61 ' Jl ' ..... ' ,/..' 1 ' ' /\€yEcr at OVK E£ TlS ayvoet Ta UVfL\f'Epo~''Ta • OV yap 
t , ,..., I " ' I ,.. ' I ( '\ \ \ 7J EJI 7?] npoatpEaE~ ayJ/Ot.a aLTLa 'TOV aKOVO'LOV U/\1\a "" e I ) ' ~ ) t e I \ (•'• I \ ~ 1 TYJS fl.tOX YJp~as , ovo YJ Ka 01\0V 'f'EYOv'Tat yap ot.a 

I ) ) \ \) t (}' ~I ) f' \ \ C\ /'€ TaVTYJV , a/\1\ YJ Ka EKaa'Ta, EV OIS Kat 7T€pt a 1111 
t ""'(; ' I \ \ Jl\ \ I 

'YJ 7Tpac:;;tS" EV TOVTOlS yap Kat E/\EOS Ka~ avyyvWfL'f}" 
t \ I ) "" ) I I Jl 

16 0 yap 'TOV'TWV 'TI.. ayvowv aKOVULWS ?TpaTTEt. LUWS 
'1' ) "" ~ I ' I I \ I ) I 

OVV OV XEtpOV OtOptaat aVTa, 'TtVa Ka£ 7TOO'a EO'Tt, 
I ~\ \ I \ \ I "' ) I I 

TtS 'TE OYJ Kat 'Tt, Kat 7T€pt 'TL 'Y} EV 'TLV£ 7TpaTTEt, 
) I ~\ \ I 1' ) I \ ~I I 

EVLOTE OE Kat 'TtV£1 OLOV opyavtp, Ka£ EVEKa TtVOS, 6 
f' I \ "" 1' ) I 't\ ,/... I~ 

OLOV UWTY)ptaS 1 Kat 7TWS, OLOV YJPEfLa '1J a'Poopa. 

17 a7TaV'Ta /LEV ovv TavTa OVDELS av ayvo~aEtE 1-£~ 
I ~""\ ~) t )~\ \ I "" 

/LaLVO/LEVOS, OY)I\OV 0 WS OVO€ TOV ?TpaTTOV'Ta • ?TWS 
\ t I C\ ~\ I ' I 'I 

yap eavTov YE; o o€ 7rparret, ayvo'Y}O'Et.EV av 'T£S, 
1' \ I I 2 ,./.. ' ""' t I 3 "' ' )~ I OLOV 1\EYOV'TaS Y'aat.V EK·1TEO'ELV aVTOVS 1 'Y} OVK €LO€Vat 

tl ' ' 1' tl A, 1\ ' I " OTt a?ToppYJTa 7JV, oJa7Tep LUXVI\OS Ta /LVaT£Ka, 7J 10 

DEteat fiovAOfLEVOS a~E'ivat, ws 0 TOV Ka'Ta?TEATTJV· , e I ~, ,, , , t, ' , 1' " 
OL"f) ELY) o av TtS Kat TOV VLOV 1TOI\E/L£0V ELVa£ WaTTEp 

~ ~Iepo7T'YJ, KaL JacpaLpwa8at To Ae'Aoyxw~lvov 
~I ,, \ \1(} I 1' \) \ I 
oopv, '1J 'TOV 1\~ OV Kt.aar;ptv f:tVat, • Ka£ E1T£ UWT'1JPU/, 

1 ra (f'Uf.J-¢€povra Kb : TO (J'Vf.J-rpepov. 
• AE')'ovras ( ut videtur) Asp. : AE')'ovres. 
I avrm!s Ald. : al!T<JVS. 

• i.e., choice of Ends : see nr. ii. I note. 
b 'Things' seems to include persons, see example (3) 

below. 
c ev rlvt seen1s to bear a more limited sense than ev ols 

11. I, 16, 19, 24, which covers the circumstances of all sorts. 
a Aeschylus was accused before the Areopagus of having 

divulged the l\1 ysteries of J)emeter in certain of his tragedies, 
but was acquitted. A phrase of his, ' It came to my 
mouth,' becarne proverbial (Plato, Rep. 563 o, etc.), and 
he may have used it on this occasion. 

e In the lost Oresphontes of Euripides. 
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15 But the term ' involuntary ' does not really apply to 
an action when the agent is ignorant of his true 
interests. The ignorance that makes an act blame
worthy is not ignorance displayed in moral choice 4 

(that sort of ignorance constitutes vice )-that is to 
say, it is not general ignorance (because that is 
held to be blameworthy), but particular ignor· 
ance, ignorance of the circumstances of the act 
and of the things b affected by it ; for in this case 
the act is pitied and forgiven, because he who acts 
in ignorance of any of ·these circumstances is an 
involuntary agent. 

16 Perhaps then it will be as well to specify the 
nature and nun1ber of these circun1stances. They 
are p) the agent, (2) the act, (3) the thing b that 
is affected by or is the sphere of c the act ; and 
sometimes also ( 4) the instrument, for instance, a 
tool with which the act is done, ( 5) the effect, for 
instance, saving a man's life,,and (6) the manner, 
for instance, gently or violently. 

17 Now no one, unless mad, could be ignorant of 
all these circun1stances together ; nor yet, obviously, 
of (1) the agent-for a man must know who he is 
himself. But a man may be ignorant of (2) what 
he is doing, as for instance when people say 'it 
slipped out while they were speaking,' or 'they 
were not aware that the matter was a secret,' as 
Aeschylus said of the Mysteries d ; or that ' they 
let it off when they only meant to show how it 
worked ' as the prisoner pleaded in the catapult 
case. Again (3) a person might mistake his son 
for an enemy, as Merope does e; or (4) mistake a 
sharp spear for one with a button on it, or a heavy 
stone for a pumice-stone; or (5) one might kill a 
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woTlaa~1 aTToKTch·at lf.J,. Kal. Sp&eat1 
{3ov'A6ttevos, 

18 fl f ' r I It_ t1 \ 
WG'7TEp Ot. aKpOXEtptsOJLEVOl.., 7TUTa~ ELEl' UJ!. 77fpt 15 

I ~ \ ..-.. ,... , f Jl ' f' ~ "'C 
7TUVTa 0') TCiVT(t TIJ~ U'}'llOLa~ OVUYJ~ EV OtS YJ 7Tpas LS', 

f I ) I " ~ "' I \ 
0 TOVTWV 'T£ ayVO"'JO'OJ~ UKWV OOKEL '1TE1ipaXEVaL, KaL 

1\ ' "' I I ~' 1' p,atUaTa EV TOtS KVpt.WTaTots• KVpt.wTaTa 0 ELVQL 

19 ~!:' "' ' 1' t ,..., c. 3 (\ 4 ' "' f! ..... ~ ' 
UOI<:EL, EV OLS YJ 7Tpetsi.S, <o> KaL OV EVEKa. TOV 01) 

\ \ I " ) I \ I 
KaTa TYJV 'TOUl-VTYJV ayvot.aV aKOVG'LOV 1\EYOfkEVOV 20 

ET£ oe't T~v Trpag~.v AV1TYJpav elvat Kat €v fLETafLEAelq.. 

20 "0 ~) ) I ""' {.)I \ ~ ) " 
V'TOS 0 aKOVUtOV TOV tJLCf Kat. 01. ayvotaV, 

\ t I ~ll; ,, 1' '?' t ) \ ' ' "' 
TO EKOVGLOV OOf::, E£€V av ELVUL OV 'YJ apxYJ EV aVTlp 

21 '~ 1 \ fl' t:l ' 1' t ,.... C '' \ 
ELOO'T£ Ta Kav EKaaTa EV OIS YJ 7Tpast.S. LG'WS yap 

' , ..... \1 ' I 1' ' ~' B \ " OV Kai\WS 1\EYETat aKOVGLa ELVat Ta ota VJLOV 1J 25 
' 0 I ,.... \ \ '~ \ Jl ""' N\ \ 22 E1TL VJLLaV. 1TpWTOV f'EV yap OVOEV E'Tt, TWV a/\1\WV 

23 'cpWJI EKovalw~ 1TpagEL, ov8' oi 1Tat0ES. eiTa 
I ''"'\ ~ I I ,.... ~.~ 

'lTOTEpOV OVOEV ~KOVO'LWS 7rpaTTOJLEV TWV U" 
) (} I \ {j I ,, \ \ \ \ t I \ 

E1TL VfLLaV KUL UVJLOV, 'YJ Ta KUI\U f.-L€11 EKOVG'LWS Ta 

o' alaxpa akovalws; ~ yeAotov €v6s ye alTlov 
, , ~' Jl , , ,J..I "' ~ .... 24 OVTO~ j a'TO'lTOV 0€ LaW~ ai<:OVULa ~avat WV OEL 30 

' I () ~ "' ~' \ , 'Y [J ' I \ opEyea at· oeL oe KaL opyL~;,eauat E1Tt. Ttat Kat 

E1Tt8vp.etV Tt.VWl', oiov vytElas Kat 1-'aO~aEW). 
~ "' ~' ' \ ' , \ ' 1' ' ~\ , 25 OOKEL OE Ta fLEV aKOVaLa I\V7TY)pa ELVat., Ta 0€ KaT 

' (} I t~ I '' ~ \ I ~ ,/..I ""' ) I 26 E1TL VfLLaV Y)OEa. ET£ 0€ Tt. ota'f'€pEt 'Tip aKOVaLa 

1 1rorl<ras Bonitz: 1ral<ras ( 1rlcras Bernays). 
I opa~ctL IUdge\vay: 0€t~aL ( OZ~o.L codd. ~'Iorellii). 
a iv ot~ 1} 1rpii.Ey; secludenda ? eel. 4 Richards. 

a A style of wrestling in which the adversaries only 
gripped each other's hands without closing. 

b Plato, Laws 683 n ff., coupled anger and appetite with 
ignorance as sources of wrong action. 
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man by giving him n1edicine \\'ith the intention of 
saving his life ; or ( 6) in loose wrestling a hit him 

18 a blow when rneaning only to grip his hand. Ignor
ance therefore being possible in respect of all these 
circumstances of the act, one who has acted in 
ignorance of any of then1 is held to have acted 
involuntarily, and especially so if ignorant of the 
most important of them ; and the most important 
of the circumstances seerr1 to be the nature of the 
act itself and the effect it lrill produce. 

19 Such then is the nature of the ignorance that 
justifies our speaking of an act as involuntary, 
given the further condition that the agent feels 
sorrow and regret for having committed it. 

20 An involuntary action being one done under com- VoluLtary 

pulsion or through ignorance, a voluntary a.ct \Vould acta. 

seem to be an act of 'vLieh the origin lies in the 
agent, who kno\vs the particular circumstances in 

21 which he is acting. For it is. probably a mistake 
to say b that acts caused by anger or by desire are 

22 involuntary. In the first place, (1) this 'vill debar 
us from speaking of any of the lo,ver anhnals as 

. 23 acting voluntarily, or children either. '"fhen (2) are 
·· none of our actions that are eaused by desire or 

anger voluntary' or are the noble ones voluntary 
and the base involuntary ? Surely this is an absurd 
distinction when one person is the author of both. 

24 Yet perhaps it is strange to speak of acts aiming at 
things which it is right to aim at as involuntary ; and 
it is right to feel anger at some things, and also to feel 
desire for some things, for instance health, kno\vledge. 

25 Also (3) we think that involuntary actions are pain
·26 ful and actions that gratify desire pieasant. And 
.. · again (4) what difference is there in respect of their 
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t' I \ A. I ' ' \ ~I '\\) ' \ 
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wa'iDES Kal TdAAa 'q>a Kotvwvet:, 7Tpoatp€aews 3' 
W \ \ 'C 1,1.., t' I \ \I \ 

OV, Kat Ta Ef:J aL'-fV'YJS EKOVata JLEV 1\EYOJLEV, Ka'Ta 10 
I ~' 'I t' ~ \ i\ 1 ' \ ' f) I a 1Tpoatpeatv 0 ov. OL OE EYOVTES aVTYJV E7Tt VJ.Lt.av 

·"' e \ ~\ p I\ J/ ~ ll; ) ' I 
1] V/hOV TJ tJOVI\Y)GLV TJ Tt.Va oos av OVK €0tKaU£V 
' f) ,... \ I ) \ \ t I \ 

op WS 1\EYELV. OV yap KO£VOV TJ 1Tpoatp€UIS Ka£ 
,... )\/ ' f) I ~\ \ f) I \ t' 4: 7WV al\oywv., €'TTL VfLta 0€ Kat VfLOS. Kat 0 

' \ ' e ,... \ I I ~' aKpaTTJS E7Tt Vfl,WV fLEV Ttpa'TTEt, 11poatp0Vjh€VOS 0 
,, t' ) \ ~' ' I \ I I 

ov· o ey«paTYJS o ava1Ta/\tV 7rpoatpoVJ.LEI'OS J.kEV, 15 
) (} ""' ~) J1 \ 1 \ ' e I 5 E7Tt VJ.LWV 0 OV. Kat 7TpoatpEa€t JLEV E7T£ VJ.kta 
) ""' ) () I ~' ' f) I )I \ t' \ 

EVaVTLOVTat, E7Tt VJ.LUf 0 E7T£ VfLta OV. Kat 'YJ JLEV 

1 1r&.81J o1n. pr. Kb. 1 llJure Kal al Kb : a.l oe vulg. 
• (al) conj. Susemihl. 

a The writer here examines the operation of the Will, 
which is regarded as essentially an act of choosing between 
alternatives of conduct. The technical term etnployed, 
• choice ' or ' preference,' has appeared in the formal 
definition of virtue (n. vi. 15). In the present passage, 
cj. § 9, it is viewed as directed to means: at the moment 
of action we select from among the alternative acts possible 
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involuntary character between wrong acts com
. mitted deliberately and wrong acts done in anger ? 
·rr Both are to be a voided ; and also we think that 

the irrational feelings are just as much a part of 
human nature as the reason, so that the actions done 
from anger or desire also belong to the human being 
who does them. It is therefore strange to class 
these actions as involuntary. 

ii Having defined voluntary and involuntary action, Choice or 
. we next have to exarnine the nature of Choice.a Purpose. 

For this appears to be intimately connected with 
virtue, and to afford a surer test of character than 
do our actions. 

~~ Choice is manifestly a voluntary act. But the 
two terms are not synonymous, the latter being the 
wider. Children and the lower animals as well as 
men are capable of voluntary action, but not of 
choice. Also sudden acts may be termed voluntary, 
but they cannot be said to be done by choice. 

Some identify Choice with (I) Desire, or (2) 
· Passion, or (3) Wish, or (4)· some form of Opinion. 

These views ho\vever appear to be n1istaken. 
. . (1) The irrational animals do not exercise choice, 
.· but they do feel desire, and also passion. Also a 
man of defective self-restraint acts from desire but 

· not from choice ; and on the contrarv a self-restrained ., 
man acts from choice and not from desire. Again, 

'desire can run counter to choice, but not desire to 

(or expressing it more loosely, atnong the various things 
here and now obtainable by our action) the one which we 
think will conduce to the end we wish. Elsewhere however 
(nr. i. 1.5 and vr. xii. 8) it is used of the selection of ends, and 
it is almost equivalent to ' purpose ' ; while at VI. xiii. 8 it 
includes both ends and means (see also vn. ix. 1 ). The 
writer returns to the subject in vr. ii. 
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'T€1\0VS EaT£ fLa/\1\0V, 'Y} OE 7Tpoatp€U£S 'TWV 7TpOS TO 

1\ 1' t I Q i\ I 1J I 1J ~ \ 
'T"E/\OS, OLOV vytatVEtV tJOV OfLEva, 7TpOatpOVfLEVa Of. 
~ ) 1' t ""' \ ) ~ ""' Q i\ I f) \ 
Vt WV vytaVOVfLEV, Kat EVOa£fLOV€£V tJOV OfL€ a fLEV 

' ,/.. I I f) ~\ i\1 ' t IY Kat 'f'ap.ev, 77poatpOVfLE a oE EYE tV ovx app.o~:>Et • 

oi\ws yap EOLKEV ~ 7Tpoalp€ats '11Ep't Ta E~' ~p.iv 80 
1" ,~, ~' ~'l:. ,, ,, t ' ' ~1(; ~ "' 10 ££Vat. OVOE O'YJ Oe>~a av Et'Yr TJ fLEV yap OO~a OOK€t 

'ITep£ 1TavTa Elvat, Kat ovo€v ~TTov 1Tep't Ta &.t'Sta 
' ' ' ~ , . "' ' ',./..' t ..... ' ...... .I. ~ "' Kat Ta aoVVa'Ta TJ Ta E'f' 'YJfLLV • Kat Tlp -pEVOEt 

Kat ai\'Y)Oe'i Dtatpe'irat, ov T(jJ KaK(jJ Ka't ayaO(jJ, ~ 
11 'ITpoalpeats 8€ TOVTO£S J.LUAAOV. oi\ws fLEV oov 

~1/; ) \ II '~'i\' '~I '\\' '~I 
VO~TJ TaV'TOV £UWS OVO€ eyet OVOELS. a/\1\ OVO€ TtVI,e 111: 

1 ecrrl. Kat Asp. 

• i.e., you cannot feel two contradictory desires at once 
(though you can of course desire two incompatible things: 
you may want to eat your cake and have it ; but you can
not strictly speaking at the same time both desire to eat 
the cake and desire not to eat it). But you can desire to do 
a thing and choose not to do it. 

" But as good or bad. 
0 Greek dramas were produced in competitions (and it 

is noteworthy that in the Old Comedy at Athens the play 
itself dramatized a contest or debate). 
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desire. a And desire has regard to an object as 
pleasant or painful, choice has not. b 

6 (2) Still less is choice the same as passion. Acts 
done from passion seem very far from being done of 
deliberate choice. 

7 (3) Again, choice is certainly not a wish, though 
they appear closely akin. Choice cannot have for 
its object impossibilities : if a man "vere to say he 
chose something impossible he would be thought a 
fool ; but 've can wish for things that are impossible, 

8 for instance immortality. Also we may 'vish for 
what cannot be secured by our own agency, for 
instance, that a particular actor c or athlete may 
win ; but no one chooses what does not rest with 
hin1self, but only what he thinks can be attained by 

9 his own act. Again, we 'vish rather for ends than 
for means, but choose the tneans to our end ; for 
example, we '\vish to be healthy, but choose things 
to make us healthy ; we 'vish tp be happy, and that 
is the 'vord 've use in this connexion, but it would 
not be proper t( say that 've choose to be happy ; 
since, speaking generally, choice seems to be con
cerned 'vith things within our own control. 

10 (4) Nor yet again can it be opinion. It seems 
that anything may be matter of opinion-we form 
opinions about what is eternal,d or in1possible, just 
as much as about what is 'vi thin our po,ver. Also 
we distinguish opinion by its truth or falsehood, not 
by its being good or bad, but choice is distinguished 

11 rather as being good or bad. Probably therefore 
nobody actually identifies choice with opinion in 
general. But neither is it the same as some parti-

1 Of. c. iii. 3 and note. 
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..... \ ""' (} ' (}' " ' ' 'Tlp yap 1Tpoat.peta at Taya a '1} Ta KaJ<a 1TOtot 

12 TLVE~' EOJLEV, Tip 0~ ooea~E£V ov. Ka~ 77poatpOVfLE0a 

fLEV Aa{3E'iv ~ cpvye'iv [ 1}] 1 
T£ Twv To~ovTwv, So~a-

r ~ \ I ' 't\ I ,/.. I 't\ ""' 9 \ ,Q "" 
f::JOJ.LEV OE T£ €<1'T£V 1J TLV£ aVfL'f'EPEL 1J '1TWS"'• /\at-JEW 

13 S' ~ cpvye'iv ov '1Tavv Sog&~ofLEV. Ka~ ~ ftEV 77po-
l ) ""' """ 'f' 1' ~ "" ,...,, ['' A atpEatS €7TULVEI/Ta£ 'Tl.f:J EtVat, OV OEt fLa/\1\0V 'Y) Tt_p 

opfJws],3 ~ S€ 86ta Tip ciJs' [d,\ryOwsJ. Kal 7Tpo-
l f) \ C\ I \ J/ ) f) \ Jl 

atpOVJLE a p,ev a p,aAtaTa taJ.LEV aya a ovTa, 1 

~ /: IY ~ \ C\ ' I ,, ~ ,.., I ' 1 14 00~ af.:JOfLEV 0€ a OV 7TaVV LGJ.LEV. OOKOVGL 'TE OVX 

t ' ' .... 8 I ,, ' ~ /: 'Y ot avTot 77poatpEta at TE aptaTa Kat oo~ asEtv, 
) \ \) J/ ~ (; I r \ J/ ~ \ I ~' 

a/\1\ EVLOt oosaf.:JEl.V f.LEV afLELVOV, OLa KaKtaV 0 1 
t ""' f) ) C\ ~ ""' ) ~ \ I ~ 1(; "" "j 15 atpEta a£ OVX a 0€£. €£ OE npoyLVETaL 00£ a TYJS 

wpoatpeaews ~ 7TapaKoAov8Et, ovbEv Dt-acpf.pEt • ] 

, ,.., ' ""' a'','' ' , I ' J OV 'TOVTO yap GK07TOVJLEV, 111\ EL TUV'TOV €071, 1 

~ll; I I ";' 't\ ,.., I ' ) ~\ "" 
16 00~ TJ TtV£. T£ 07.!V 'YJ '1TOLOV 'TL Ea'TLV, E7T€LOYJ TWV 

elpYJJ.LEVWV ovfJI.v; EKOVatov ftEV OIJ cf>alveTat, TO 
17 S' €Kovatov · ov '1Tav 1rpoatperov. dX\' dpa ye To 

a a , , t , , , ,, 
7TpOfJEtJOVI\EVJL€VOV; 1J yap 7TpoatpEaLS fLETa 1\0yov 

\ ~ I t I ~' J/ \ Jl 
Kat OLaVOLaS. V7TOUYJJLUtVELV 0 EOLKE Kat 'TOVVO~a 

t '' \ tl t I 
WS OV 7Tp0 ETEpWV atpE'TOV. 

... B \ I ~\ I ' I ' ... 111 OVI\EVOVTat, 0€ '1TOTEpa 7TEpt 1TQJJTWV Kat 7TaV 

Q \ I , 't\ \ ' I ' " {) \ I 
tJOVI\EV'TOV EO"TtV, 'YJ 7T€pt €VtWV OVK EG'Tt. pOV/\1); 
\ I ~) Jl Q \ \ ) t \ -?" Q \ I ' 2 1\EK'TEOV 0 taWS JJOVI\€VTOV OVX V7iEp OV fJOVI\EVUULT 

1 [11] om. Kb. a 1rws <£(}'rat) Hamsauer. 
a ed. t ws om. Lb. 6 ed. 

a i.e., an opinion or belief that so and -so is good, and is 
within our power to obtain. 

" Perhaps to be emended' how it is to be achieved.' 
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cular opinion.a For it is our choice of good or evil 
that deterrnines our character, not our opinion 

12 about good or evil. And we choose to take or avoid 
some good or evil thing, but we opine what a thing 
is, or for \vhom it is advantageous, or how it is so b : 

we do not exactly form an opinion to take or 
13 avoid a thing. Also \Ve praise a choice rather for 

choosing the right thing, but an opinion for opining 
in the right \Va y. And \Ve choose only things that 
we absolutely know to be good, we opine things 

14 we do not quite certainly kno\v to be true. Nor do 
the san1e persons appear to excel both at choosing 
and at for1ning opinions : some people seem to form 
opinions better, but yet to choose the \Vrong things 

15 from wjckedness. That choice is preceded or accom
panied by the formation of an opinion is immaterial, 
for that is not the point we are considering, but 
whether choice is the same thing as some form of 
opinion. . 

16 vVhat then are the genus and differentia of Choice, 
inasnruch as it is not any· of the things above men
tioned ? It manifestly belongs to the genus volun
tary action ; but not every voluntary act is chosen. 

17 Perhaps \Ve may define it as voluntary action pre
ceded by deliberation, since choice involves reasoning 
and son1e process of thought. Indeed previous 
deliberation seems to be implied by the very term 
proaireton, which denotes. something chosen before 
other things. 

iii As for Deliberation, do people deliberate about ~elibera.
everything- are all things possible objects of twn. 

deliberation-, or are there some things about which 
. 2 deliberation is impossible ? The term ' object of 

deliberation ' presumably must not be taken to 
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II ' \ '0 '1\ I ) \ \ t f \ 1' f "" 
av 7£S TJIU LOS 1J J.LaLVOftEVOS, a/\1\ V1T€p WV 0 VOVV 
Jl \ ~ \ 1 ,... '··~I ) ~ \ [3 \ I 3 EXWV. 7TEpt OY) TWV atoLWV ovoEtS OVI\EVETat, 

oiov 'TfEpt Tov K6afLOV, ~ Tfjs OtafLETpov Kat Tfjs 

4 \ "" ~I ) I 'i\ \) '~ \ \ ,.. 
7TI\€Vpas OT£ aaVJ.LJLETpot. a 1\ OVO€ 7TEpt TWV 

) I ) \ ~ \ \ ) \ I '' J 
EV K£VY)GEt, U€1. OE KaTa TaVTa ytVOJLEVWV, El/T 
'C ) I '' \ ,./.. I "' ~ I J I 
€~ avayKI]S ELT€ Kat ~VG€1. 1J ota 'Tl.Va atTLUV 25 

I!"\\ '(' ..... ' ) \""' ,~, \ 
u a/\1\l}V, OLOV Tp07TWV Kat avaTOI\WV. OVO€ 1TEpt 

,... ''\ \ ''\ \ T ' ,... \ :JI Q '~ \ 
TWV ai\1\0TE a/\1\WS, OLOV avxf~WV KaL Of-Lt..JPWV. OUO€ 

WEpt Twv a11o TVXIJS, ofov OYJaavpov EVpEaEWS. 
t \ I t '' 2 I '(} \ ~ ' f ""' f3 6 ov yap yEvotT av TOVTWV ov EV ot YJfLWV. ov- 80 

\ I () ~ \ \ ""' ',l.' t' "" \ "" 
1\EVOfL€ a 0€ 1TEpt TWV E"fJ 'Y}fL~V Kat 1TpaKTWV 

( 
,... ~ \ \ '' \ I ' I \ ~ ,... 

TaVTa O€ Kat EGT£ I\0£7Ta • aLTLaL '}'ap OOKOVaLV 
1' ,./.. I \ ) I \ I '' ~ \ ""' \ 

ELVat ~var,s Kal. avayKYJ Kat TVX't}, ETL uE vovs Kat 
""' \ ~ '3 ' () I ) '\ \ J ') S'; \ \ ""' ' 7 7TaV TO OL av pw7TOV • a/\1\ OVuE 7TEpt TWV UV· 

e "" t' I T "" '' ~ 'f) Jl pW1TLVWV a1TaVTWV, OLOV 'TfWS ail ~KV at apt.aTa 

110Ac.TEVOLVTO ot~DELS AaKE0aLJ1.,0v'{cuv {3ovAEVETal.. .... ~, , 0 , tl fJ , , , ,... 
TWV 0 av pw1TWV EKUUTOt OVI\EVOVTat 7TEpt TWV 

~' t..... ..... ' ' ' ' ' R"' 8 ot aVTWV 7TpaKTWV. Kat 7T€pt- fLEV TUS aKpLJ-JELS 111! 
\ J I "' J "' ' '' f3 \1 Kat aVTU,OI<ELS. TWV E1TLaTYJJ1.,WV OVK EUTt OVI\Y], 

f' \ I ( ' ' ~ 'Y ,.. OLOV 7TEpt ypafLJ.LaTWV OV yap OLU'ra';,OfLEV 1TWS 

1 ol] Bon ~tz: o~. 
f) J \ I'~ 
.. OV "(ap ')'El'Ot.T all • • • &:v8pclnrov hie ed.: infra post 

3 a,' secludendum ? Richards. (3ovA€V€TaL. 

• The term includes the notion of immutability. 
• Here and in § 7 'necessity' denotes naturalla\v in the 

inanimate world, while ' nature ' or ' growth ' means 
natural law as governing animate creatures. Aristotle held 
that these agencies, and with them the operation of human 
intelligence and art, beside their designed results, produced 
by their interplay certain by-products in the shape of un
designed and irregular occurrences, which are rt{erred to 
in the next section. These in the natural world he spoke 
of as due to TO avr6p.aro11, or 'spontaneous'; ·when due 
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include things about which a fool or a madman 
might deliberate, but to rnean what a sensible 
person would deliberate about. 

3 Well then, nobody deliberates about things 
eternal,a such as the order of the universe, or the 
incommensurability of the diagonal and the side 

4 of a square. Nor yet about tldngs that change but 
follow a regular process, whether from necessity 
or by nature b or through some other cause : such 
phenon1ena for instance as the solstices and the 
sunrise. Nor about irregular occurrences, such as 
droughts and rains. Nor about the results of chance, 
such as finding a hidden treasure. The reason c 
why \Ve do not deliberate about these things is 
that none of them can be effected by our agency. 
\Ve deliberate about things that are in our control 
and are attainable by action ('vllich are in fact the 
only things that still remain to be considered ; for 
Nature, Necessity, and Chancet ·with the addition 
of Intelligence and human agency genera11 y, exhaust 
the generally accepted list· of causes). I3ut '\Ve do 
not deliberate about all human affairs \vithout excep

. tion either : for example, no Lacedaernonian deliber
ates about the best form of government d for Scythia ; 
but any particular set of men deliberates about the 
things attainable by their O\Vn actions. Also there 
is no room for delibf·ration about matters fully 
ascertained and con1pletely forn1ulated as sciences ; 
such for instance as orthography, for we have no 
uncertainty as to how a '\vord ought to be spelt 
to the activity of man he ascribed them to fortune or chance. 
In§ 7 chanee is n1ade to include 'the spontaneous.' 

0 In the :Mss. the \Vords ' The reason why ••• list of 
causes ' come after ' But we do not deliberate • • • Scythia.' 

4 Or,' the best line of policy.' 
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I ) )\\t fl I ~' f! ""' \ f , 
ypa'TTTEOV • a/\1\ oaa yt..verat ot, 1JJ.LWV J.L'YJ waavTwr 
~' ) I \ I f3 \ I 8 1' \ ""' 0 U€1.., 7r€pt.. 'TOV'TWV OVI\EVOJ.LE a, OLOV 'TTEpt 7'WV 

\, \ \ I \ \ 
KaTa taTptK'Y]V Kat XP'YJJ.LaTtaTtKTJV, Kat, nep£ i 

(:{ \ ""\ \ "' I fl 1' 
KVJJEPV'YJ'Tti<YJV f.La/\1\0V 7J yvj-tVacrrtK7JV, oacp TJTTOV 
~ '{3 \ ,, \ ,... \ " f ' OI..Y)Kpt WTat, Kat ert, 7r€pt ·rwv I\Ot71'WV OJ.LOLWS. 

"'\\ ~\ \ \ \ I 1 '1\ \ ' I· 9 f-La/\1\0V oE Kat 11epc, TCJ.S TExvas TJ Tas E7rtaTYJJ.Las· 

..... , ' ' ' ' ' ~ 1 Y ' a ' 1 
10 J_La/\1\0V yap nepc, av-ras ot.aTasOJ.LEV. To tJOVI\EVE· 

(} ~ '2 , A C' , ' \ \ I '~ I\ ~ \ 
a at OY) EV TOlS WS' €1Tt.. TO 71"01\V, aOY)I\OtS OE 

,.. ' (31 \ ' 1' 3 '~I '1TWS' a1ro YJUE'Tat, Kat EV ots aotopurrov, aVJ-'• 10 

{3ovAovs S€ 7TapaAaf-tf3avofLEV Els Ta f-LEyaAa, 

a'1TtaTovvTES ~p.,iv aln-ois ws ovx iKavo'is Dtayvwva,. 

11 -{3ovAEVOJ.L€0a S' ov 7r€p~ TWV TEAWV, aMa 7rEp1 
.... , , 1\ ,, , , , a , 1 

TWV 1TpOS Ta T€1\Yj. OVTE yap taTpOS tJOVI\EVETat, 
) f! I Jl C' I ' I Jl \ \ 

Et.. vyt.aaet, oVTE PYJTWP EL 'TTEt.aEt, OV'TE 71'01\tTtKOS 
) ' I I 'I\.'\ ,.. \ " )~ \ \ 

Et EVVOJ.LtaV 7T'Ot·Y)UEI.., OVOE 'TWV I\Ot'1TWV OVOEIS 1T€pt, 16 ,.. ,, , , , , 
8 

I 1\ _ , ~ , 

7'0V T€1\0VS" al\1\a EJ.LEVOt, TE/\OS Tt,, 7TWS Kat, ot.a. 
I 4, Jl ,.. \ ~\ \I \ 

'rtVWV Ea'Tat UKO'Tl'OVUt,, Kat ota 71'1\EtOVWV fLEV 
,/.. I . I () ~ \ I C'" \ 1\\ 
~atVOJ.LEVOV ytvEa at ota TtVOS pq.aTa Kat KU/\1\I..G'Ta 

' "" ~ ) C' \ ~) ' \ I ""' ~ \ E1TtUK07TOVat, 0£ EVOS' 0 €'1Tt'T€1\0Vf-LEVOV 1TWS' ota 
1 ,, , A ~ \ 1 r1 "' "'8 TOVTOV €UTa£ KaKEtVO ota 'Tt..VOS', EWS av €1\ WGtV 

)\ \ ""' J/ c\) """f! I Jl I 
E'1Tt TO 1TpWTOV UL'TtOV, 0 EV 'Tll EVpEUEt EaxaTOV 

€aTtv (o yap fJov'Aeu6p.,evos €otKE 'YJTEiv Ka£ 20 
1 rexvas : o6~al) altera lectio ap. Asp. I o1] Asp. : oe. 
a ev ols <Cl. Ot;Z> ? Stewart. ' rlvos Lb. 

• A less well attested reading gives 'more about our 
opinions,' and Aristotle does not usually distinguish sharply 
between the arts and crafts and the practical sciences (the 
theoretic sciences cannot here be meant, see §§ 3, 4 ). 

b The text is probably corrupt, and perhaps should be 
altered to run 'and in which the right means to take are 
not definitely determined.' 
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We deliberate about things in which our agency 
operates but does not al\vays produce the same 
results; for instance about questions of medicine 
and of business ; and 've deliberate about navigation 
more than about athletic training, because it has 
been less co1npletely reduced to a science ; and 

9 sin1ilarly 'vith other pursuits also. And we deliberate 
more about the arts a than about the sciences, 
because 've are more uncertain about them. 

10 Deliberation then is employed in matters which, 
though subject to rules that generally hold good, 
are uncertain in their issue; or where the issue is 
indetern1inate,b and where, when the matter is 
important, 've take othe1~s into our deliberations, 
distrusting our own capacity to decide. 

11 And we deliberate not about ends, but about 
means. A doctor does not deliberate whether he 
is to cure his patient, nor an orator 'vhether he is 
to convince his audience, nor .a states1nan whether 
he is to secure good government, nor does anyone 
else debate about the end of his profession or calling ; 
they take some end for granted, and consider how 
and by ,vhat means it can be achieved. If they 
find that there are several means of achieving it, 
they proceed to consider 'vhich of these will attain 
it most easily and best. If there is only one means 
by which it can be accomplished, they ask how it 
is to be accomplished by that means, and by what 
means that Ineans can itself be achieved, until 
they reach the first link in the chain of causes, 
which is the last in the order of discovery. (For 
when deliberating one seems in the procedure 
described to be pursuing an investigation or analysis 
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t \1 \ ) I I " ~I 
aVai\VEtV TOV ElpYJfLEVOV Tp01TOV WG1TEp otaypaJ.Lf-La-

1 ,/... I ~) f \ y I ') ""' 1' {3 I 
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S Y)TYJG~S-KaL TO EaxaTOV EV T'[J UVUI\VG€£ 1TpWTOV 

13 1' ' ""' I ) ,, \ '~ I ) I 
etvat ev TTJ yevEaEt • Kav JLEV aovvartp evTvxwatv, 2a 

drplarav-rat, oiov el XPYJf-LclTWV DEi, TaiJTa o€ f-t~ 
1'1 0""' '' ~\ ~ \ ,./.. I ) OLOV T€ 1TOpta. Y)Vat • EaV OE OUVaTOV 'f/aLVYJTUt, ey-

""' I ~ \ ~\ C\ ~) t ""' I , 
xetpovat 1rpa'TTE£V. ovvaTa oE a ot. Y)f.LWV yevot.T 

" \ \ ~ \ ""' ,/... 1\ ~ ' t ""' ' I av· Ta yap ota TWV 'f"t/\(JJV Ot ljjUJJV 1TWS EGTLV' 

1 f , , , , f ..... r ..... ~' f , , , 

4 YJ yap apxYJ EV Y)fLLV. S 1JTEt.Tat. 0 OT€ J.LEV Ta 
'' t \ ~) t I ) ""' t I ~ \ \ ' 
opyava, ore o YJ XPELa avrwv • op.ot-ws o€ Kat ev so 

.... \ .... f ' \ ~, 1' t ' ~\ ""' ~' ~ ' TOtS I\Ot1TOl.S O'T€ fLEV 0£ OV, O'T€ O€ 1TWS OYJ ota 
1 ,I ~ I e I ,, ,, e 

15 Ttvos. EOLKE o17, Ka a1rep etpY)Tat, av pw1ros 

E;tvat apx~ TWV 1Tpa~EWV, ~ 8€ f3ovA.·ry 7T€p't TWV 
t ""' ""' ( '):: \ I(; '''\ '\ tl ) 16 UVTlp 1TpaKTOJV, q.t uE 7Tpus EtS Ul\l\WV EVEKa • OVK 

'" 1' 2 ,, Q ' ' ' 1\ '\ \ \ ' ' ' av OVV E OJ J..JOV/'.EVTOV TO 'TE/\OS al\t\a 'Ta 1TpOS Ta 
,, , ~ \ -~ ' \ f)' tl 1' ' ,, 

TEI\Y]. OUO€ 01} Ta l<:a EKaaTa, Ol.OV Et apTOS 1113 
""' ~3 I ~ ~ "" ' e I \ ""' TOV'TO YJ '11'€1TE1TTa£ WS OEt.• ata YJGEWS yap TaVTa. 

17 ' ~ \ ) \ Q \ I ) Jl tl (; Q \ \ 
Et 0€ UEL JJOVI\EVGETat, ELS U7T€Lpov 1]S Et. JJOVI\EV'TOV 
~\ \ \ \ ) I \\ ',/... I 
0€ Kat 1Tpoatp€TOV TO UVTO, 'lTI\YjV a'f"wpLGfLEVOV 

1 57] Ola rtvo) l\1 ucnscher: 1} aLa rf,,o) (seel. Rassow). 
:& ' ' " Jr 0 ' '' ' '' S ·1 l ov ')'ctp av \.. , ou K u.p av userrn 1 • 
3 ?} <El> r ed. 

a The reference is to the aHalytiea l tnethod of solving 
a problem: the flgure n~quired to be dra\vn is assumed 
to have been drawn, and then we analyse it and ask what 
conditions it implks, until we eome dovn1 to something that 
we know how to dnnv alreadv. 

11 l'his clause seerns hnplied by the context. 
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that resen1bles the analysis of a figure in geon1etry a_ 
'12 indeed it appears that though not all investigation is 

deliberation, for exarnple, n1athematical investiga
tion is not, yet all deliberation is investigation
and the last step in the analysis see1ns to be the 
first step in the execution of the design.) rfhen, if 
they have come up against an impossibility, they 
abandon the project-for instance, if it requires 
money and money cannot be procured ; but if on 
the other hand it proves to be son1ething possible, 
they begin to act. By possible, I mean able to be 
performed by our agency-things we do through 
the agency of our friends counting in a sense as 
done by ourselves, since the origin of their action 
is in us. 

14 (In practising' an art b) the question is at one 
moment \\·hat tools to usc, and at another how to 
use them; and sirnilarly in other spheres, we have 
to consider sometimes what Il\eans to employ, and 
sometimes ho'v exactly any given means are to be 
employed. · 

15 It appears therefore, as has been said, that a man 
is the origin of his actions, and that the province 
of deliberation is to discover actions \Yithin one's 
own po,,rer to perform ; and all our actions aim at 

16 ends other than themselves. It follows that we 
do not deliberate about ends, but about means. 
Nor yet do we deliberate about particular facts, 
for instance, Is this object a loaf? or, Is this loaf 
properly bal~ed ? for these are matters of direct 
perception. Deliberation must stop at the particular 
fact, or it \vill embark on a process ad injinitu1n . 

. 17 The object of deliberation and the object of choice 
. are the same, except that 'vben a thing is chosen 
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Kat, UVTOV EtS TO 'YJYOVfl.~EVOV• TOV'TO yap TO 7Tpo• 
I ~""'\ ~\ ,.... \ ' "" ) I 18 atpOVJLEVOV. O'Y}I\OV O€ 'TOVTO Kat EK TWV apxaLWV 

\ .... c\ .,0 ' ..... t \ {3 
'lTOI\tTEtwv, as fLYJpos EfLLJ.LELTO • ot yap aat-
' """ c\ 1\ ' I '\ \ "" ~ I » 19 /\ELS a 1TpOEI\OtVTO aVYJYYE/\1\0V 'Tlp OYJJ-tlp. OVTOS' 

S·r/ TOV 1TpoatpETOV f3ovAEVTOV opEK'TOV TWV €4>' 10 
t,.. \ t I ~\ '' Q \ \ '' l; 'f)fLLV, Kat 'Y} 1Tpoat-pEGtS' av ELTJ tJOVI\EV'TtK'Y} opEs lS 

"" ',/..' t ,... ' "" f3 \ I 0 \ I 'TWV E'f' 'Y}fLLV • EK 'TOV OVI\EVaaa at yap KptvaV'TES' 
ft ' I L) \ \ Q 1\ 2 t \ 1' 4'10 opEyop.Eua Ka'Ta 'T'i}V tJOVI\EVGt.V. 'Y} f-tEV OVV 'ITpO• 

I I ' I 8 \ \ ""I ' \ tl atpEatS' 'TV7Tlp EtpYja W 1 Kat 'lTEpt 'ITOta Ea'Tt Kat O'Tf, 
..... ' ' 1\ TWV 11pos Ta T€1\'Y}. 

• f H ~ ' a ,, tl ' ,... 1\ ' I , 
lV UE tJOVI\'Y}atS OTt fLEV 'TOV 'T€1\0VS Ea'TLV, €1.• 15 

prrrat, Doi<EL o€ 'TOLS' f.LEV TayaOoiJ3 elvat, TOLS' S€ 'TOV 

I ~atvop..evov dyaOoiJ. avf.Lf3alvEt S€ To'Ls f.LEV [To ]4 
{3ov,\rrrov TayafJov :A€yovat IL~ elvat {3ov'Arrrov o 
Q 1\ f \ ' e "" t I ( ' \ Jl pOVI\ETat o ILYJ op ws at-pOVfLEVOS' Et yap EaTat 

{3 
\ I \ ' e I 1' ~' ' tl Jl ovtrryrov, Ka~ aya ov· 7JV o , Et oV'TWS' ETVX€, 

8 KaKov), TOLS' S' av TO 4>atVOJ.LEVOV dyaOov {3ov- 20 

AYJTov5 ,\€yo vat fL~ Eivat 4>vaEt {3ovAYJTOV, di\i\' 
t I \ ~ "" ''\ \ ~' ''\ \ ,/.. I I EKaaT<.p TO OOKOVV• a/\1\0 0 a/V\lp 'f'atVETat, Kat., 

) tl J1 ' I ) ~\ ~\ "" \ 
'Et ovrws ETVXE, Tavavrta. Et oE o'Y} ravra J-tTJ 

1 57] (vel Be 57]) Susen1ihl : oe. 
I f3ol'ATf(jLJI l\1b (et v.l. ap. Asp.). I Ta/yaOou r Asp.: c:ij'aOoD. 
' [rb] om .. Asp. fi ro f3ovAYJTOV Hn.Nb. 
4 i.e., the intellect or reason, ·which chooses a line of 

action for the individual, as the Homeric monarch chose a 
policy for his kingdom. 

b Of. c. ii. 9. 
c The inherent ambiguity of the Greek verbal adjective 

form causes some confusion in this chapter between ·what 
is and what ought to be wished for, the desired and the 
desirable. 
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it has already been determined, since it is the thing 
already selected as the result of our deliberation 
that is chosen. For a man stops enquiring how he 
shall act as soon as he has carried back the origin 
of action to hin1self, and to the dominant part a of 

18 himself, for it is this part that chooses. 'rhis may 
be illustrated by the ancient constitutions repre
sented in I-Ion1er: the kings used to proclaim to 
the people the measures they had chosen to adopt. 

19 As then the object of choice is something within Final .. 

our power which after deliberation we desire, Choice ~;~~~~~! 
will be a deliberate desire of things in our power ; 
for we first deliberate, then select, and finally fix 
our desire according to the result of our deliberation. 

20 Let this serve as a description in outline of Choice, 
and of the nature of its objects, and the fact that it 
deals with means to ends. 

iv Wishes, on the contrary, as was said above,b are Wish. 

for ends. But while son1e hold that 'vhat is wished 
for c is the good, others think it is what appears to 

2 be good. Those however who say that what is 
wished for is the really good, are faced by the con
clusion, that what a man who chooses his end 
wrongly ·wishes for is not really wished for at all ; 
since if it is to be wished for, it must on their showing 
be good, whereas in the case assumed it may so 
happen that the man wishes for something bad. 

3 And those on the other hand who say that what 
appears good is wished for, are forced to admit that 
there is no such thing as that which is by nature 
wished for, but that what each man thinks to be 
good is wished for in his case; yet different, and 
it may be opposite, things appear good to different 
people. 
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\ tl l; ''~ I ) \ \ \ f ~ I \ ~ ,/, I 
yap E~ LV Luta EUTL Kal\a Kat Y)UEa, Kat ota'PEPEL 

TTAe'iaTov taws o a11ov8a'Los TijJ TaAYJ8€s €v 
t I f """ fl \ \ I ' .....,. 

EKaUTOIS opav, Wu1TEp KaVWV Kat /LETpov aVTWV 
, .... \\ ,... ~' ( ' ' ~ ' \ t~ ' 

WV. TOtS 'lT0/\1\0lS U€ 'YJ a1TUTYJ ota TYJV TJOOVYJV 

..... 

'' I (} ) \ 1' ' (J \ ,/... I EOLKE yn'EG at • OV yap ovaa aya OV 'PatVETat • 111( 
f ...... 1' ' f~\ f ' (}' ' ~' \1 6 atpOVVTat OVV TO . 'YJOV WS a•ya OV, TYJV 0€ I\V1TYJV 

f \ ,/.. I 
ws KaKov 'f'evyovatv. 

v "OvTos o~ {3ovAYJTOV p..~v Tov T€1\ov~, {3ov'AevTwv OE 
' ...... ,... ' \ 1\ f ' ..... 

Kat 1TpoatpETWV TWV 1TpOS TO T€1\0S, at 1TEpt TaVTa 
ll; \ I "l\ 1' \ f I 

'!Tpa~ELS' KaTa 1TpOatpEatV av ELEV Kat EKOVatot• 6 
t ~ \ """' ) """ ) I \ " ',/...' f "" 2 at 0€ TWV apETWV EVEp)'Etat 1TEpt TQVTa • €~ 'YJfLLV 

~\} \ f ' I t I ~\ \ t I ) 1' 
OYJ Kat "f} apETYJ. Of.LOLWS OE Kat T) KaKta • EV OtS' 

\ ',/...' f "" \ I \ \ \ I 
yap e~ 'YJftLV TO 7TpaTTEtV, Kat To ILYJ TTpaTTE£V1 

\ ) 1' \ I \ \ I fl ) ) \ I 
Kat EV OtS TO f.L''J], Kat TO vat• WUT Et TO 7TpaTTEtV 

\ \ '' '.),' t """ ' 1 \ \ \ I ) ). ' 
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1 o7J Ilel. : o€. 

a i.e., things really bitter, etc. seem so to a healthy Inan, 
but not in son1e cases to an invalid. 

" i.e., in each departn1ent of character and conduct. 
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& If therefore nei thcr of these vic,vs is satisfactory, 
perhaps we should say that what is wished for in 
the true and unqualified sense is the good, but that 
what appears good to each person is wished for by 
him ; and accordingly that the good man wishes 
for what is truly \Vished for, the bad man for any
thing as it n1ay happen (just as in the case of our 
bodies, a man of sound constitution finds really 
healthy food best for his health, but some other diet 
may be healthy for one who is delicate ; and so with 
things bitter a and sweet, hot, heavy, etc.). For 
the good man judges everything correctly; what 
things truly are, that they see1n to him to be, in 

5 every department b_for special things are noble 
and pleasant corresponding to each type of char
acter, and perhaps ,vhat chiefly distinguishes the 
good n1an is that he sees the truth in each 
kind, being· himself as it were the standard and 
measure of the noble and pleasant. It appears 
to be pleasure that misleads the mass of mankind ; 
for it see1ns to them to be a good, though it is not, 

6 so they choose 'vhat is pleasant as good and shun 
pain as evil. 

v If then whereas we 'vish for our end, the means Virtue ts 

to our end are matters of delibevation and choice voluntary, ... ' and so 18 
it follovvs that actions dealing 'vith these means Vice; 
are done by choice, and voluntary. But the activi-
ties in \vhich the virtues are exercised deal with 

2 means. Therefore virtue also depends on ourselves. 
And so also does vice. For '\Vhere 've are free to since wrong 

1 f t f · f . d action as act we are a so ree o re ra1n rom acting, an well as right 

where we are able to say No 've are also able to action de-
y •f th .c .bl .c d . pends on say es ; 1 ere1ore we are respons1 e 10r o1ng ourselves. 

a thing when to do it is right, we are also responsible 
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~A" ' ', ''' ' I 'IJf.LLV EO'Ta£ ataxpov OV, Kat E£ 'TO f.L'YJ 7TpaTTE£V 10 
\ \ '1\ ',/..' f ,.. \ \ I ) \ '1\ 

Kai\OV OV E"r TJJ.kLV, Kat TO 7rpaTTEl.V au1xpov OV 
',/,.' f ""' ) ~) ',/.,.' f ""' \ \ \ I \ a e'f' TJfLLV. Et o ey... TJfLLV Ta Kal\a 7TparTEtv Kat. 

\ ) I t I ~\ \ \ \ I ,... 
'Ta aLaxpa, OJLOLWS 0€ Kat TO fl/Y) 7rpaT'TELV, TOVTO 
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\ ) I \ ,/,. I\ 1' \ ~ \ \ I t 
''TO E7TLE£KEO't. Kat 'f'aVI\OlS ELVat.. TO O€ 1\EYELV W~ 

'~ \ t \ \ )~) )f I 1 
OVOElS EKWV '1TOVTJpOS OVU aKWV p,aKap U 

tl \ \ ,/, ~ ""' \ ~) ) \ () "' I \ 
EOLKE TO f.LEV tpEV0€1. TO 0 ai\T} EL. p,aKapt.OS P.,EV 

\ )~ \ Jl t ~\ (} I t I '1\ "" 
5 yap OVOELS aKWV, TJ OE f.LOX Yjpt.a EKOVatov· TJ TOtS 

,.. ) I ) ,/.,. ,Q I \ \ Jl (} ye vvv ELPYJJLEVOtS aJL~LatJTJTYJTEov, Kat Tov av pw-
' ,/,. I ) \ 1' )~\ \ '"' 

'ITOV OV 'f'a TEOV apxTJl' ELVat OVO€ YEVV'Y)T'Y)1' TWV 
I(; tl \ I ) ~\ ,... ,/.. I 

6 'ITpa<.:, EWV W0'1TEp Kat. TEKVWV. Et.. 0€ TaVTa "ratVETat, 
' ' ,, , '1\ \ ' ' ' "" ' Kat /..1/11 EXOJLEV ets a/\1\as apxas avayayetv napa 20 

' ' 2 ( ... '1' ' t , \ ' t "" \ , ' 
TaS EV TJJ.kLV, WV Kat. at apxat EV T)fLLV, Kat aVTa 
t ,/..) t ,.. \ t I I ~' J/ f E'f' 'Y)J.kLV Kat EKOVata. TOV'TOIS 0 EOLKE JLapTV• 

""' (} \ )~ I t ,/..) t I \ t ) ) ""' ,.. 
peta at Kat LOL<f V'f' EKaaTWV Kat V1T aVTWV TWV 

(} "" \ 'Y ' ' ,.. ' VOf.LO ETWV • KOI\ac.:,OVO't. yap Kat Ttf.LWpOVVTat TOV~ 

SpwvTas f.LOX(}'Y)pa, oaot f.L~ {3tq. ~ St.' ayvot.av ~s 
\ ) \ ,, . \ ~ \ \ \ \ I 

p/r] avTot at./Ttot, Tovs oe Ta Kal\a 7TpaTTOVTas 21 
"' t ' ' './, ' ~' 'TI.JLWO'LV, WS TOVS J.LEV 1TpoTpEtpOVTES, TOVS O€ KW-

\ I I ~I I ) ',/,.) t "" ) \ 'f)' 
1\VO'OVTES• KatTOL oaa fLTJT EY" T)f.LLV EO'Tt. fLTJ 

C' I 'C'\ \ I I t '~\ 
EKOVO'ta, OVOELS' 7tpoTpE7TETat npaTTEtV, WS OVOEV 

'ITpo epyov ov TO 7TELa(}ijvat f.L~ eepfLatveaea, ~ 
)\ ,.. '1\ ,.. '1\ ' '\\) t ,.. ,.. I 

al\yEtV TJ '1T€l.VTJV 'Y) al\1\ OTLOVV TWV TOLOVTWV• 
'(}' \ '1' I (} ) I \ \ ) ) 8 OV EV yap TJTTOV '1T€tO'Of.LE a aVTa. Kat yap €11' 80 

1 p.aKap Victorius: p.aKapLos. 

• .. 11 c. 11. • 

• Possibly a verse of Solon. Doubtless 1f'OV'Y]p6s, trans
lated ' vile ' to suit the context here, in the original meant 
' wretched.' 

• ... 15 c. 111. • 
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for not doing it when not to do it is wrong, and 
if we are responsible for rightly not doing a thing, 

8 we are also responsible for wrongly doing it. But 
if it is in our power to do and to refrain from 
doing right and wrong, and if, as we saw,a.being good 
or bad is doing right or 'vrong, it consequently 
depends on us \vhether we are virtuous or vicious. 

41o say that 

None would be vile, and none would not be blest• 

seems to be half false, though half true : it is true 
that no one is un,villing to be blessed, but not true 

5 that 'vickedness is involuntary ; or else we must 
contradict what we just now e asserted, and say 
that man is not the originator and begetter of 

6 his actions as he is of his children. But if it is 
manifest that a man is the author of his own actions, 
and if we are unable to trace our conduct back to 
any other origins than those within ourselves, then 
actions of which the origins are within us, them
selves depend upon us, and are voluntary. 

7 This conclusion seems to be attested both by This ts 
' b I · • · t 1·P d b th t• assumed bJ men s e 1av1our In pr1va e 11e an y e prac Ice the system 

of lawgivers ; for they punish and exact redress from of p~nJsh· 
those who do evil (except when it is done under ::::e~ce~~ 
compulsion, or through ignorance for which the 
agent himself is not responsible), and honour those 
who do noble deeds, in order to encourage the one 
sort and to repress the other ; but nobody tries to 
encourage us to do things that do not depend upon 
ourselves and are not voluntary, since it is no 
good our being persuaded not to feel heat or pain 
or hunger or the like, because we shall feel them 
all the same. 
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"' ~' ~""'\ ' ,.... \ ' ' r ,.., 11 'TOVTO 0€ OY)I\OV EK 'TWV f-LEI\ETWV'TWV 1Tp0S' YJV'T£VOVV 

aywvlav ~ 1TpagLV •• DLa'TEl\OVJL yap EVEpyoiJvTES. 

' ' 1' ' "" tl ' ,.., ' "" ' 12 TO J.LEV OVV ayvoEtV OT£ EK TOV EJ/EPYELV 1TEpt 10 
f1 f til:, I ~"' ' 0 I 
eKaaTa a' Es EtS ytvovTat, KOf-Ll.OIJ avata YJTov· 

) ~ \ \ ' ,.... I 'C '(' '' )/r;:-
Ef, O€ fLY} ayvowv 'TLS' TrpaTTEt Es WV EaTat UOLKOS', 
f ' ,, ~ .,, ,, 3 ,, ~ , ,, \ ' ' ~ ..... 

13 EKWV aotKOS' av ELY). E'Tt 0 a1\0}'0V 'TOV aoLKOVVTa 

' a 1\ l) ,,~ 1' "' ' ' ' ' Jl/fJ tJOVI\Eauat aot-Kov EH'a£ ·r1 rov aKoAaaratvovra 

' I\ , ' ' I R 1\ "'~ 14 aKol\aarov· ov fLYJV Eav yE tJOVI\Y}Tat, aotKOS 

1 rowuroL Itasso\v. 
2 ll.OLKOL 17 aKoAa(JTOL Rassow. 
3 d OE • • • €L?J infra post aKOAa(JTOV cod d. : tr. R.aSSO\V. 

a An enachnent of Pittacus, tyrant of l\Ltylcne, l)ol. u. 
fin., 197 4 b 19. 

" The 'vords, 'but if a man ••• unjust ' in the Mss. come 
after § 13, 'unjust or dissolute.' 
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8 Indeed the fact that an offence was com- even thos@ 
· d · · · •t If d d L" committed m1tte In Ignorance IS I se rna e a groun 10r in ignor· 

punishinent, in case~ ':here the off~nd~r is held to ~~c3~!f ;:i• 
be responsible for h1s Ignorance ; for Instance, the careless· 
penalty is doubled if the offender was drunk, a ness; 

because the origin of the offence 'vas in the man 
himself, as he might have avoided getting drunk, 
which \Vas the cause of his not kno,ving what he 
was doing. Also men are punished for offences 
committed through ignorance of son1e provision of 
the la'v \vhich they ought to have kno\Yn, and might 

9 have kno,vn \vithout difficulty ; and so in other 
cases where ignorance is held to be due to negligence, 
on the ground that the offender need not have been 
ignorant, as he could have taken the trouble to 
ascertain the facts. 

'10 It may be objeeted that perhaps he is not the since ca~ 
sort of n1an to take the trouble. vVell, but men are }~:=~e;~~~ 
then1selves r~sponsible for having becon1e careless re"ult 

h h I. . l l · } .l" b . of past t roug 1v1ng care ess y, as t 1ey are 10r e1ng conduct. 

unjust or profligate if they do wrong or pass their 
time in drinking and dissipation. 1'hey acquire a 
particular quality by constantly acting in a particu-

nlar way. 1'hic; is sho,vn by the way in 'vhich men 
train themselves for some contest or pursuit : they 

12 practise continually. 'I'herefore only an utterly 
senseless person can fail to know that our characters 
are the result of our conduct; bbut if a man knowingly 
acts in a way that ·will result in his becon1ing unjust, 
he must be said to be voluntarily unjust. 

13 A.gain, though it is unreasonable to say that That a vice 
... l · l d. l l d once formed a n1an \V 10 acts unJUSt y or 1sso ute y oes not cannot be 

14 wish to be unjust or dissolute, nevertheless this by thro~n off 
· . 1. l h b . . d at will, does . no means Imp 1es t 1at e can stop e1ng unJust an not prove 
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J.La/\1\0V EI\E"f}aat • Tl.f:J 0 E!) OLVO'f'I\VytaS' 1J at\1\Y]S 

) \ I "" '1\ ) I ,... ~\ \ \ 
16 aKOI\aataS '1TaS av €'1Tl/T£ftYJO'at. TWV OYJ 1T€pL 'TO 

""' ..... f ',/...' t ..... ' ..... f ~ \ \ 
UWJ..ta KaKt.WV at, E'f' YJJ-ttV E'TI'LTl.ftWVTat, at O€ fl/fJ 
',/...' t .... ,, ' ~' tl ' ' ' .... ,,, \ t 

E'f' 'Y)J.LLV OV. Et 0 OVTW, Kat €17'1, TWV U/\1\WV at 

) I ,.., """' ',./.,.' f ""' '' 1' ' 17 E'lTLTtJ.LWJ.LEVa& TWV KUKtWV E'f' 'YJ!J.LV av €LEV. EL 8Q 

~I \1 tf HI ',./..' ,..,,.~,_ I 
0€ 'TtS 1\Eyot. O'T£ '1TaVTES E'f'LEVTU£ 'TOV 'f'aLVOftEVOV 

) () "' """ ~\ ,/.. I ) I )\\) t ,.., 
aya ov, TYJS oE 'f'avTaatas ov Kvptot, a/\1\ 01Totos 

(}
) ~ I ) "' \ \ 1\ ,/... I 

'ITO EKaaTOS EO''T£, T0£0V'TO Kat TO 'TE/\OS 'f'atVE'Ta£ 11 

1 Kal<rot) Rassow : (El) Ka.l Ramsauer. 
• Xa,[1Ef.v 0 1·2· Ar. : paXE'iv (fia"J\Ew [Ka.l p'ilfa.L] Bywater). 
a iv Rassow : ~r'. 
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NICOMAOHEAN ETHICS, III. v. 1~17 

become just merely by wishing to do so; any more tha~itfsnot 
than a sick man can get well by wishing, although avoidable. 

it may be the case that his illness is voluntary, 
in the sense of being due to intemperate living and 
neglect of the doctors' advice. At the outset then, 
it is true, he might have avoided the illness, but 
once he has let himself go he can do so no longer. 
When you have thro'"rn a stone, you cannot after-
wards bring it back again, but nevertheless you are 
responsible for having taken up the stone and flung 
it, for the origin of the act was within you. Similarly 
the unjust and profligate might at the outset have 
avoided becon1ing so, and therefore they are so 
voluntarily, although when they have become unjust 
and profligate it is no longer open to them not to be so. 

15 And not only are vices of the soul voluntary, but :rhat rt is so 

, . in some cases bodily defects are so as well, and we ~~~r~~~~ by 
blame them accordingly. Though no one blames a ?lamed tor 

.e b · b 1 1. It as we are man 10r e1ng orn ug y, we ~ensure uncome 1ness for avoid-
that is due to neglecting exercise and the care of dh~e btodily 

h A d h fi . . d .1 e ec s. t e person. n so wit in rm1 ties an mut1 a-
tions : though nobody would reproach, but rather 
pity, a person blind from birth, or owing to disease 
or accident, yet all would blame one who had lost 

16 his sight from tippling or debauchery. We see 
then that bodily defects for which \Ve are ourselves 
responsible are blamed, while those for which we 
are not responsible are not. This being so, it follows 
that we are responsible for blameworthy moral 
defects also. 

17 But suppose somebody says : " All men seek It is ob-

h h d b h jected thatJ w at seems to t em goo , ut t ey are not re- conduct is 
sponsible for its seeming good : each man's con- det~rmined 

. · f hi d · d · d b hi h by mnate cept1on o s en 1s eterm1ne y s c aracter, character; 
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aln-tp· El IL~v ovv El(aaTos €avT(jJ Tfjs €eeJJs la-rl 
t/ \ ""',/.,. I " ' ' Tt'WS atTtOS, Kat 'TT)S 'f'aVTaataS EO'Tat TrWS aVTOS 

" ' ~ \ I '(} \ 1 ~ ""' t/ ""' \ atTtos, et oE ILTJ, ov ElS avTt.p at.Ttos Tov KaKa 
""" ' \ \ \ ~ ) '' ,.. 1\ ""' I 

'1TOtELV, a/V\a OL ayvotaV TOV TEI\OVS TaV'Ta 7rpaTTE£, 5 
~, , ,, ~ ..... , ,, ,, e f 

ota TOVTWV OLOJ.LEVOS aV'Tlp TO apta'TOV EGEfJ at, 'YJ 
~ , ..... 1\ ,, .r~.. , , e , , , ), , ,~.,. .... 
0€ TOV TEI\OVS" E"TEGLS OVK av- atpE'TOS, al\ha 'f'VVat 

DEL WG'TTEP o¢;tv €xovTa, v KptVEL KaAws Ka~ TO ' '' ~e ' e ' ~ I ' ,, ' KaT ai\T) Etav aya OV atpi/GETat, Kat EG'TLV EV• 
,/.. I 'i' ..... \""' I,J.,. \ \ I 
~VTJS, CtJ 'TOVTO Kai\WS 'TTEV'VKEV• TO yap f.LEytaTOV 

\ 1\\ \ c\ ' t I \ f'l 
Kat Ka/V\t..G'TOV, Kat 0 7Tap ETEpOV fkTJ OtOV TE 10 

Aaf3e'iv !LTJDE 1-LaOe'iv, aAA' ofov €cfv, 'TOtOVTOV €get, 
[Kat] To

2 ev Kat [To J 3 
J<aAws TovTo 'TTE~VKevar, 

t , , , ,, e, .,, ,, ,,~.,..,., ,~, ,.., 
18 7} TEI\Eta Kat a!\1) LVTJ av EtYJ EV'f'Vta ·-et OYJ Tatn 

' \ )\ (}""' I ""'\\ f ' \ """' I tl 
EUTtV a/\7} YJ, 'Tt f.La/\1\0V 7J apETYJ T'Y]S KaKtaS . Ea'Ta£ 
t I ) A._""" \ f I ""' ' (}""' \ 

EKOVGLOV; af.L'f'OLV yap OfkOLWS, T<f:J aya 4:J Kat, 
""' ,.. \ 1\ .,./.. I '1\ t ~ I ,/.. I 

Tlp KaKt.p, TO 7'€/\0S" 't'VGEL 1J 07TWGOTJ'TTOT€ 't'atV€Ta£ 15 
. ' ..... '~' \ ' ' ..... , 'A..' Kat KELTat, Ta OE 1\0L'TTa 71pOS" 'TOV'T ava'f'EPOVTES 

19 I ~ ~ I J/ ~ \ \ 1\ \ 
npaTTOVG£V O'TTWUOY)7TO'T€. Et'TE OTJ 'TO T€1\0S ft'YJ 
,J.,.I t I .,./.. 1 t ~I ~\\1 \ 
~VGEt EKaGT_lp 'f'atVETat, OtOVOYJ'TTOTE, a/\1\a TL Kat 

' ' I ) t/ \ \ 1\ ,/. I " 
'1Tap UV'TOV EGTtV, Et'TE 7"0 /LEV 'TE/\OS 'f'VGLKOV, Tlp 
~\ \ \ \ I f I \ ~ "" f 
OE Ta I\Ot1Ta 7TparTE£V EKOVGLWS" TOV G7TOVOaLOV 'Y} 

) \ t I I ' 'L)\ 'i' \ t I 
apETTJ EKOVGLOV EO'TLV, OVUEV TJTTOV Kat 1J Kai<.La 20 
t I ,, 11 t 1 \ \""" ""t I 

EKOVGtOV av ELY) • Oj.LOLWS" yap Kat Tl.f? KaKcp V7Tapxet 
' ~, t ' 4 , " 't. ' , ' , ""' TO ot, avTov ev Tats 7rpa~ eat Ka£ Et, P,TJ ev TC(;J 

1 p.-IJ, ov8d.s: J-l.'r)OELS Lh, r. 
2 [Kat] TO Verrnehren : TO o' Lb. 
8 [ro] orn. Alex. Aphrod. 
' auroD ? Bywater. 

a This is Aristotle's view, which the imaginary objector 
challenges. It is not quite certain that his objection is 
meant to go as far as the point indicated by the inverted 
commas. 0 i.P., the end he aims at. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETIIICS, III. v. 17-19 

whatever that may be. Although therefore, on 
the hypothesis a that each man is in a sense re
sponsible for his moral disposition, he \Vill in a sense 
be responsible for his conception of the good, if on 
the contrary this hypothesis he untrue, no man is 
responsible for his own wrongdoing. He does 
wrong through ignora nee of the right end, thinking 
that 'vrongdoing '\vill procure hin1 his greatest Good ; 
and his ahn at his end b is not of his O\Vn choosing. 
A man needs to be born with moral vision, so to 
speak, whereby to discern correctly and choose what 
is truly good. A man of good natural disposition 
is a man 'veil endo,ved by nature in this respect ; 
for if a thing is the greatest and noblest of gifts, 
and is something "·hich cannot be acquired or learnt 
from another, hut 'vhich a n1an \vill possess in such 
form as it has been bestowed on him at birth, a 
good and noble natural endo,vment in this respect 
will constitute a good disposition in the full and 
true meaning of the terrn." 

18 No'v if this theory be ·true, ho'v 'vill virtue be but thfs 

I . B l L' h d argument voluntary any more t 1an VIce ? ot 1 10r t e goo destroys re-
man and the bad man alike their vie'\v of their end sponsibility 

' for good con 
is determined in the satne n1anner, by nature or duct as well 
however it may he ; and all their actions of what- as for bad. 

ever sort are guided by reference to their end as 
19 thus determined. \Vhether then a man's vie\v of 

his end, whatever it may be, is not given by nature 
but is partly due to himself, or 'vhether, although 
his end is determined by nature, yet virtue is 
voluntary because the good man's actions to gain 
his end are voluntary, in either case vice \vill be 

. just as much voluntary as virtue ; for the bad n1an 
equally 'vith the good possesses spontaneity in his 
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1\ ' 1' fl \ I f I I ' f 20 TE/\Et,. EL OVV, W0'7T€p 1\EYETat, EKOVO't,Ot, ELO't,V ar, 
' 1 ( \ \ """ ~~ (; I I , I 

aperat Kat yap TWV E£ EWV O'VVatTt,Ot, 1TWS' aVTOL 
't \ ..-. I 1' \ 1\ 1 ~ 

Eaf.LEV, Kat Tlp 1TOC..OL TLVES' ELVat TO TEI\OS' TOLOVOE 

e I () ) \ f I ~ I "1\ 1" t I 
T£ E~E a , Kat at KaKLat EKOVO't,Ot, av Etev· Ofl-OLW~ 16 

I 
yap. 

21 Kotvfj ' 'i" '"") "" ,, t ..... 
~Ell ovv 1TEpt Twv apETWV etpY)Tat ?]~tv 

TO 'TE ylvos 'TVTup, [OTt p.eaOTYJ~ Kat €gtS' J / v</>' 
'f' I ~I I \ \ 2 I 

WV T€ YLVOVTat, OTt TOV'TWV Kat 1TpaKTtKOt KaT 
' I 3 \ " t "1\ C' ' e \ \ I 11:: 4 

avTas, Kat ovTWS' ws av o op o~ 1\oyos 1TpoaTas TJ , 
\ tf ') I ) C' """ \ ~ I ' t I 

22 Kat OTt E(/) YJ
1
ULV Kat EKOV\TLOL OVX Of.LOLWS 30 

~\ f I{; f ' I ' \ f tl{; """ \ 
0€ at 1Tpa~ELS' EKOV0'£0L EtO't, Kat at E~EtS• TWV ~EV 

\ I l: ' J ' ""' I "" 1\ I I 
yap 7Tpas EWV a7T apXYJS' jJ.,EXPL TOV 'TEI\OVS' KVptot 
, '~ ' \ 8' tl .... t! {; ~ ' ..... 

EO'f.LEV, E LOOTES' 'TU Ka E KaaTa, TWV Es EWV OE TTJS 
) "" 0' tl ~ \ C' I l} ) I 

apxYJS', Ka EKaa'Ta oE '¥} rrpoaoeats ov yvwptf-LOS, 111 

wa1Tep E1Tt Twv dppuJartwv· d,\i\' OTt €4>' ~tt'iv ~v 
tl ,, \ f/ • 1 0 ~\ "" f I 

OV'TWS' TJ P.,Y) OVTW xpr;aaa at, ota TOVTO EKOVGtOt,. 

23 'A \ Q I ~ \ ' t I ,, ' 
Val\afJOVTES' 0€ 1TEpt €KUO'TTJS' Et1TWJ..kEV TLVES 

' \ \ \ .... \ "" tl ~' ,, ~ .... , \ 
ELO'L Kat 7TEpt 1TOta Kat 1TWS'• ap.a 0 €0''TUt OYji\OV Kat 5 

• I )I \ ,... \'~I tl \ 

Vl7TOO'at ELO'tV. Kat 1TpuJTOV 'Tl'Ept avopEtUS'. OTt ~EV 
'1' I ' \ \ ,/... 1{3 \ f) I Jl~ 

OVV J..kEO'OT?JS' EO'Tt 1TEpt 't'O OVS' Kat appYJ, 'YJO'f} 

1 on P,ECJ6T'YJS Kai E~L) Kb, seclusit ed. : lJrL IJ.€(f6r'Y}r€S Kal 
l~t:Ls Lb : on f.J.€rJ6rrJrEs dCJLV Kat on £~Hs vulg. 

2 rrpa.KTLtW.L Kh, rrpaKTLKal. Kat Qb. 
I Kar' auras ed. : Ka8' auras (Kara Tavra.s Mb). 
' Kal olJrws ••• rrpocrrafa hie Richards: infra post ~KoutTLOL. 

• This clause looks like an interpolation: c~Ls is the genns 
of virtue, n. v. fin., vi. init.,p.Eo-or7J> its d~tfer<1ntia, n. vi.15, 17. 

b C' .. 8 .:;ee u. n. . 
c See n. ii. 2. This clause in the :M:SS. follows the next one. 
c1 See c. v. 2 and 20. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, Ill. '· 20-vi. 1 

20 actions, even if not in his choice of an end. If then, as Oonoluslo11, 
is said, our virtues are voluntary (and in fact we are 
in a sense ourselves partly the cause of our moral 
dispositions, and it is our having a certain character 
that makes us set up an end of a certain kind), it 
follows that our vices are voluntary also; they are 
voluntary in the same manner as our virtues. 

21 We have then now discussed in outline the virtues Recapituls· 
· 1 h · · di t d th · [ 1 tion of Bks. In genera , aving In ca e eir genus name y, n, III. i-v. 
that it is a mean, and a disposition a], and having 
shown that they render us apt to do the same actions 
as those by which they are produced,b and to do 
them in the way in which right reason may enjoin c ; 
and that they depend on ourselves and are voluntary .d 

22 ' But our dispositions are not voluntary in the Note to c. •· 
same way as are our actions. Our actions we can 
control from beginning to end, and we are conscious 
of them at each stage/ With our dispositions on 
the other hand, though we cap control their begin-
nings, each separate addition to them is imper-
ceptible, as is the case with the growth of a disease ; 
though they are voluntary in that we were free to 
employ our capacities in the one way or the other. 

23 But to resume, let us now discuss the virtues Contents of 

severally, defining the nature of each, the class of ~:J; }~~· v~· 
obiects to which it is related and the way in which The sev~ral 

J ' • Mo~v~ 
it is related to them. In so doing we shall also tues. 

make it clear how many virtues there are. 
vi Let us first take Courage. "\V e have already Courage. 

seen u that Courage is the observance of the mean in 
' This section some editors place before § 91, but it is 

rather a footnote to § 14 ; and the opening words of § 28 
imply that a digression has been made. 

t ra KaO' lKa(J'ra see1ns to bear a so1ncwhat different sense 
here from o. i. 15, 7} KaO' gKao-ra (4")'voLa). g u. vii. 2. 
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2 cfoavepbv yeylv'Y}Tat1
• cpo{3ovJLe8a 8~ 8'Y}AovOT£ Tdr 

,/... Q 1 ~ ~' ' \ f f \ ~ ' "' \ 1 'f'Opepa, TaVTa 0 EUTLV W~ a7TI\W~ Et1TELV (Ta) 
I ~ ' ' ' ,/... 'Q f 'Y ~ ' KaKa • ot.o Kat TOV 'ro,...,ov opt~;,ovTa£ 'Tl'poaooKtav 

A ,! a I e \ 1' I \ I 't' 3 KaKOV. 'rOtJOVft€ a f'EV OVV 'TTaVTa Ta KaKa, OLOV 10 
'~ l;l I I ',/..\1 el '\\) ' aoo5c.av TrEVtav voaov a'ftl\tav avaTov, a/\1\ ov 
\I ~ "'f'~""' 1' J/ \ \~.-. 'TTEpt TravTa ooKEt o avopeto~ etvat. • evta yap Kat oet 

,! Q"' f) \ \I \ ~\ \ ' I -t 'ro,...,eta at Kat Kai\OV, To oe f''Y} ataxpov, otov 
'~ l;l f \ \ ,/... (3 I ' \ \ 
aoo~tav· 0 J.LEV yap 'f'O OVfLEVO~ E'TTt.EtKY)~ Kat, 

'~ I f ~ \ \ ,/.. ~ I ' I \ 1 
atO'Y)J.LWV, 0 0€ fl-Y) 'rOt-JOVJLEVOS avaLUXVVTO~ • /\€'}'ETa£ 15 
~) t 1 ' ~ "' \ ,/... I Jl I o VTrO Tt.vwv avopEto~ KaTa f'ETa'ropav· EXEt. yap 

~ " '~ I '',! {3 I \ t T£ op.ot.ov Tl.p avopeu.p • a'ro o~ yap TtS Kat o 
' avSpe'Lo~. 1TEvlav S' iaw~ ov DEL cpo{3e'La8at. OVD~ 

' '~, tl\ ~ \ ' ' ' ~ ' ~ , voaov, ovo OI\W~ oaa J.LTJ a1ro KaKta~ J.L1JOE o£ 
f ' '\ \' , ~, t \ ~ ,, ,/... p ' ~ .... 

aVTOV. a/\1\ OVO 0 'TTEpt TaVTa a'rOtJO~ avopEtOS 

('\ ' ~ \ ' ~ f)' f ' ) ,, \ 
1\E'}'Of-LEV OE Kat TOVTOV Ka OJ.LOtOTT)Ta • EVtOt, yap 2G 
' "' \ ""' ~ I ~ \ \ N '\ 

EV TOt~ '71'0/\Ef-LtKOI.S KtVOVVOIS OEti\Ot OVT€~ €1\EV-

8 , ' , , ' ' , a ' , 'f) .... ept.ot eta£ Kat 7Tpo~ XP'YJJLaTwv a'TTOtJOI\Y)V ev apaws 
,, '~ ' ~ ' ,, tlf3 ' .... ~ ' 5 EXOVGtV. OVO€ O'YJ €£ TIS V pt.V 7T€pt Tratoa~ Kat 

yvva'LKa cpo{3E'Vrat, ~ cp()6vov 1j T£ Twv Totovrwv, 
~ \ I ' '~' ' () "' 1\ \ ,.. (J 0€£/\0S EUTtv• OVO Et appet, J.LE/\1\WV f'aUTtyova at, 

6 avope'Lo~. Trep't 'TTOLa oVv3 TWV cpo{3epwv 0 av8pe'Los; 26 

"' \ \ ' '() \ ' t ' '1J 7T€pt Ta J.LE'}'taTa; OV Et~ yap V1TOJ.LEVETtKWT€pOS 

Twv oetvwv. cpo{3epJJ'raTov S' o Oavaro~ • 1rlpas 
I ' '~ \ ,, ~ (} ,.. ~ A , , ' (}' yap, Kat OVOEV ETt Tlp TE VEWTt, OOKEt OVT aya OV 
,, , 1' ~ , t. ~, .,, , ~, , e , 

7 OVTE Kai<OV EtVat. OO~EtE 0 av OVOE TrEpt avaTOV 

1 <J>avcpov "'fE"'flwqrat Kb: Ka' 7rp6repov etp'l}T«L Lbr. 
2 Richards. 
• o, o~v Kb, "'fouv ? Bywater. 
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NIC()J\1ACfi~~AN E'fHICS, III. vi. 2-7 

2 respect of fear and confidence. No\v it is clear that 
the things we fear are fearful things, which means, 
broadly speaking, evil things; so that fear is some-

S times defined as the anticipation of evil. It is true 
then that \Ve fear all evil things, for example, dis
grace, poverty, disease, lack of friends, death ; but 
it is not thought that Courage is related to all these 
things, for there are some evils \Yhich it is right and 
noble to fear and base not to fear, for instance, 
disgrace. One \vho fears disgrace is an honourable 
man, with a due sense of shame ; one who does not 
fear it is shameless : though so1ne people apply the 
term courageous to such a man by analogy, because 
he bears son1e resemblance to the courageous man 
in that the courageous man also is a fearless person. 

4 Again, it is no doubt right not to fear poverty, 
or disease, or in general any evil not caused by 
vice and not due to ourselves. But one who is 
fearless in regard to these things is not courageous 
either (although the term is applied to him, too, 
by analogy) ; since some· tnen \vho are cowards in 
war are liberal with money! and face loss of fortune 
boldly. 

5 Nor yet is a man co,vardly if he fears insult to 
his wife and children, or envy, or the like ; nor 
courageous if he shows a bold face when about to 
undergo a flogging. 

6 What then are the fearful things in respect of 
which Courage is displayed ? I suppose those \vhich 
are the greatest, since there is no one more brave 
in enduring danger than the courageous man. Now 
the most terrible thing of all is death ; for it is the 
end, and \vhen a man is dead, nothing, we think, 

. 7 either good or evil can befall him any more. But 
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' ' ' f , ~ .... 1' ., ' 8 ' ' " TOV EV '/TaVT£ 0 avop€t0~ €£Vat, OtOV EV al\aTTTJ 1J 
' I ' I 'S' 'I\ ) "" \\1 8 EV VOGOIS. EV 'TLGtV OVV; 'YJ EV 'TOL~ Ka/\1\l.GTOL~; SO 

,... ~\ t ) \1 ' I \ \ 
TOLOVTO£ O€ 0£ EV 71'0/\EfL<p" EV f.LEYtGTlp yap Kat 

9 . '\ \ I ~ I t I\ ~ \ I ·) \ \ 
KaiV\tGTlp KLVOVVlp. OjLOI\Oyot 0€ 'TOVTOt~ €£Gt Kat 

t \ t ' ,.. 1\ \ \ "' I 
at TLJ.Lat at EV TatS 'lTOI\EG£ Kat '/Tapa TO IS ftOVapxot.~. 

I ~\ \I ' 'l\ ) ~ "' t \ \ \\ 10 KVpLW~ 01] 1\EYOLT av avopEtO~ 0 7TEpt 'TOV Kai\OV 
f) l '~ I \ ~I 01 ) ,J..I t I 

avaTov aoET)~, Kat oaa avaTov E7Tt'f'EPEt V1Toyvt.a 
" ,... ~' ,, ' ' 1\ ' II ovTa • TotavTa oe J.Lai\LGTa Ta KaTa 'TTOI\EfLOV. ov 85 \ ''\\\ \ ' e '\I \ ' I '~ \ t f.LYJV al\1\a Kat ev al\a'TT1} Kat ev voaot~ aoET)~ o 1115J 
' ~ ..., ) tl ~\ f t 0 '\I t \ \ 
a~'opEtO~, OVX OV'TW OE W~ Ot al\aTTLOt • 0£ JLEV yap 

) I \ I \ \ (]I \ 
a1TEYVWKaat TT)V GWTT)ptaV Kat TOV avaTOV TOV 

,... ~ I t ~ \ ') 1\ ~ I ' \ 
'TOtov~rov ovaxepatVOVGtV, Ot 0€ EVE/\7T£OES EtGt '!Tapa 

' ' I tl ~' \ ' ~ IY ' .,. ' ' I2 'TT)V EfL11EtptaV. aJ.La 0€ Kat avoptsOVTat EV OL~ EGTLV ,, , " ,, , , e ..... , .... I ~, 

UI\K'Yj 1J l(ai\OV TO a'TTO aVELV" EV 'TQLS' TOLaVTULS OE 5 ,/,e ..,. 'LJ I C' I 
'f' opats ovuETEpov v7TapxeL. 

vii 1"'o S€ rpoj3Epov .ov niiat J.LEV TO avT6' AEYOf.LEV 
~ I \ t' \ '' l} ,... \ 'S' \ 
oE TL KaL vnep avupw1rov. TOVTO fLEV ovv 1TaVTt 

!f;o{JEpov Tip y€ vovv EXOV'Tt, Ta 8€ /(aT' av8pwnov 

OtacfolpEL J.Ley/.DEt Kat Tip J.LiiAAov Kat :jjTTov (oJ.Lolws 10 

2 S€ Kat TU 8appaAE.a) •1 0 8€ avOpELOS' UVEK1TAYJKTOS 
t' ,, e .../.,.a' , "' , , ..... ws av pwnos • 'f'OJJYJGETat JLEV ovv Kat Ta TotavTa, 

1 [ ovolws ••• 8appaXla] ? ed. 

• Or perhaps ' imminent,' but cf. c. viii. 15 • 
., i.e., he resents it as inglorious. 
c In using ra 8appaXla as the opposite of ra l/Jof3epa Aristotle 

follows Plato, Ref. 450 E. Pro tag. 859 c, Lac h. 195 B, etc. ; 
but he is origina in distinguishing confidence as regards 
the former from fearlessness as regards the latter, and so 
cons ide ring excessive fearlessness in grave dangers as a 
different vice from excessive confidence in dangers not really 
formidable. 
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even death, we should hold, does not in all circum
stances give an opportunity for Courage : for instance, 

, we do not call a man courageous for facing death 
8 by drowning or disease. What form of death then 

is a test of Courage ? Presumably that which is the 
noblest. Now the noblest form of death is death 
in battle, for it is encountered in the midst of 

.· 9 the greatest and most noble of dangers. And this 
conclusion is borne out by the principle on which 
public honours are besto,ved in republics and under 
monarchies. 

··10 The courageous man, therefore, in the proper sense 
of the terrn, 'vill be he 'vho fearlessly confronts a 
noble death, or some sudden a peril that threatens 
death ; and the perils of '\Var answer this description 

n most fully. Not that the courageous man is not 
also fearless in a storm at sea (as also in illness), 
though not in~ the snme '\vay as sailors are fearless, 
for he thinks there is no hope of safety, and to die 
by drowning is revolting to him,b whereas sailors 

12 keep up heart because of their experience. Also 
Courage is shown in dangers 'vhere a 1nan can 

~· defend hirnself by valour or die nobly, but neither 
is possible in disasters like shipwreck. 

vii No'v although the same things are not fearful Coura~e 
to everybody, there are some terrors which we pro- ~~~t~v~t• 
nounce beyond human endurance, and these of course is it.s own 

are fearful to everyone in his senses. And the terrors nobility. 

that man can endure differ in magnitude and degree; 
2 as also do the situations inspiring confidence.c But 

the courageous man is proof against fear so far as 
n1an may be. Hence although he will sometimes fear 
even terrors not beyond man's endurance, he will 
do so in the right way, and he will endure them as 
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ws 8e£ 81/ Kat ws o ,\6yoS' irrroJ.LEVEi, 1 Tov «aAov 
3 EvEKa. TOVTO yap TEAOS Tfjs apETijS'. EaT£ OE 

JLDAAov Kat ~TTov TavTa !foo{3E'ia8at, Kat ET£ Tn J.L~ 
4 !foo{3Epu ws Totav-ra c/Jo{3E'ia8at. ylveTat 8€ 'TWV u 

t ..... t , ,, rt3 , ~ .... t ~ , t1 , t ~ "" 

aJ.LapTLWV 'Y] f.LEV OT£ 0 OV OEL, 'Y] 0€ OTt OVX WS' OEL1 

f ~\ tl ' tl '' ,... I t I ~\ 
'Y] OE OTt OVX OTE, 'Y] Tf, TWV TOLOVTWV • OfLOLWS' 0€ 

\ \ \ f) \ I t \ "" C\ ~ ,.. \ 1' 5 Kat 1TEpL Ta appai\Ea. 0 ftEV OVV a UEt Kat OV 
., t I \ ,./.. {.) I \ t ~ ,.. \ 
EVEKa V1TOfLEVWV Kat 'f'OtJOVJl-EVOS', Kat WS' OEt Ka£ 
., f I ~ \ \ f) .- ) ~ "' ( ' '(;I 
OTE, Of.LOLWS' OE Kat appwv, avopELOS' KaT a~ LaV 

I \ f 't\ f \ I I \ I f 
yap, Kat ws av o Aoyos, 7Taaxet Kat 7TparTEt o 20 

6 ) ~ "' 1\ ~ \ I ) I ' \ \ \ 
avopetoS'· 'TEI\OS' o€ r,aaYJS' EVEPYELaS' E(J"Tt TO KaTa 

\ tl(; \ ""' ' ~ I ~ 14 f ~) 5 ) ~ I \ I 
TTJV E~ tV, Kat T<-tJ a~'opcup OYJ • 'Y] < o > avopEta Kal\ov· 

..... ~ , , , ,, f 1 r , ,, 
'TOtOVTOV O'YJ Kat TO T€1\0S .. , Opt, sETa£ yap EKQO'TOV 

"" 1\ \ "" ~ \ tl f ' <." "' t I \ 
Tc;J TEI\Et" 1\ai\OV O'YJ EVEKa 0 avopEtOS' V7TOJ.LEVE£ Kat 

7 · I \ \ \ ' ~ I ) "" ~' t 'ITpaTT€£ Ta KaTa TTJV avopEtaV " 'TWV 0 V7TEp• 
(:1 \\ I f \ , "" ',/, Ql ' I ( J/ 
fJa/\1\0VTWV 0 J.LEV T'{} a'f'OJJLCf aVWVVJLOS' Etprrrat 25 
~' t "' ) "' I t/ \ \ I ) ' I ) 
0 TJJLLV EV TOtS 7tporEpov OT£ 7i01\lla EO"'TtV aVWVVf.-La , 

, ~' " I 't\ ) 1\ ) (}' 
Et'Y] 0 av TLS' p.,atVOJ.LEVOS' 'Y} aVal\y'Y}TOS', Et ftYJ EV 
,/.. Q"' I \ I 6 I f)' 
'YOtJOLTO, J.kTJTE O'ELaJ.LOV ftTJTE KVfLaTa, Ka a1rep 

~aat TOVS' KEATOVS' • o 8€ TtfJ fJappe'iv V7TEpf3a/J..wv 

t post ws oE'i o€ interpunxit Burnet. 
a irrrop.€Pc'i (T€) Susernihl. a 6 add. r : c'l Coraes. 
f, of} Rassow: DE. I <o') Rassow. 
8 p.f}re Kb: p.fJre. ra vulg. 

0 i.e., the rightness and fineness of the act itself, cf. § 13, 
e. viii. 5, 14, c. ix. 4 ; and see note on 1. iii. 2. This 
amplification of the conception of virtue as ai n1ing at the 
mean here appears for the first time: we now have the 
final as well as the forrnal cause of virtuous action. 

• •• C) 
11. vn. ~. 

158 



r 
[ 

NICOMACHEAN ETHICS. III. vii. 2-7 

principle dictates, for the sake of 'vhat is noble 4 ; for 
8 that is the end at which virtue aims. On the other 

hand it is possible to fear such terrors too much, 
and too little ; and also to fear things that are not 

4 fearful as if they were fearful. Error arises either 
from fearing what one ought not to fear, or from 
fearing in the wrong manner, or at the wrong time, 
or the like ; and sin1ilarly with regard to occasions 
for confidence. 

5 The courageous man then is he that endures or 
fears the right things and for the right purpose and 
in the right manner and at the right time, and who 
shows confidence in a similar way. (For the courage
ous man feels and acts as the circumstances merit, 

6 and as principle may dictate. And every activity 
, aims at the end that corresponds to the disposition of 

which it is the manifestation. So it is therefore with 
the activity of the courageous man : his courage 
is noble ; therefore its end is .nobility, for a thing 
is defined by its end ; therefore the courageous 
man endures the terrors and dares the deeds that 
manifest courage, for the sake of that \Vhich is noble.) 

7 Of the characters that run to excess, on the other Rashness 

hand, he who exceeds in fearlessness has no name ~~<!.ardice. 
(this, as we remarked before,b is the case with many 
qualities), but we should call a man mad, or else 
insensitive to pain, if he feared nothing, ' earth-
quake nor billows,' c as they say of the Kelts ; he 
who exceeds in confidence [in the face of fearful 

e Apparently a verse quotation. Of. Eudemian Ethics, 
1229 b 28, ' As the Kelts- take up arms and march against the 
waves ' ; and Strabo, vii. p. 293, gives shnilar stories, partly 

, . on the authority of the fourth-century historian Ephorus. 
An echo survives in Shakespeare's metaphor 'to take arms 
against a sea of troubles.' 
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8 [ ?Tep~ T& <Pof3epd. ] 1 8paavs. 8o«Ei 8E Kal <:Ua~cl,., 
't. f(} \ \ \)~I f 

Etvat o paavs Ka£ ?Tpoa?TOtT)TtKOS avopetas· ws so 
"'2',.. \ ',/.,.{3 \ ,, C'/ 1' 8 
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Q 1\ ,/.,. I (} ' f' 1' ~ I ,.. 
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, '(} ' ',/.,.Q' ' f TOV'TOtS yap paaVVOfLEVOt Ta 'f'OfJEpa OVX V7TO• 

10 J.tEvovatv. o S€ TtP cpo{3eta0at v?Tepf3a/J..wv oet.A6s· 
\ \ c\ \ ~ ,.. \ f ' ~ "' \ I \ 

Kat yap a ftTJ OEL Kat WS OV O€t, Kat ?TaVTa Ta 85 

'TOtavTa aKoAov8e'i avTW. €1\1\el?TE£ 8€ Ka~ TW 111~ 
~ ' 

8 ,.. ' ''' ' ,.. ' ' t R''' ,..,, appetv • a/\1\ ev Tats AV7Tats V1TEpfJai\I\WV j.ta/\1\0V 
,/.. I ' ~I \ ~I f ~ \1 I 11 KaTa'f'aVT)S' EO'TtV. OVO'Et\7TlS OTJ TtS' 0 0€£/\0S, ?TaVTa 

\ ,/... R ,.. f ~, ' ~ .... ' I \ \ 
yap 'f'OtJELTat • 0 o avopEtOS EVUVTtWS', TO yap 
(} .... ' 1\ ~ ' ' \ \ 1' ' \ r/ 12 appetV €VEI\7TtOOS. 'ITEpt TaV'Ta ftEV OVV EO"T£V 0 

~ \ \ \ f (} \ \ t ) ~ ""' ~ ,/.. I ~) 
TE: oEti\OS' Kat o paavs Kat o avopetos, ota'f'opws o 1 
,, \ ' I f \ ' t Ql\\ \ 
EXOVO't ?TpOS aVTa. Ot fLEV yap V1TEpfJai\I\OVO'£ Kat 
'\ \ I f ~ \ I " \ f ~ ""' \ f 
EI\I\Et7TOVatv, o oe J.tEO'WS' EXE" Kat ws oEt, • Kat Ot, 

~€v Opaae'is ?Tpo1rere'is, Kat. {3ovi\6J.Levot ?Tpo Twv 
~ I ) ) ,.. ~) ',/..I f ~) ) ~ ""' ' 

KtVOVVWV EV aVTOtS 0 a'f'LO'TaVTat, Ot 0 avopEtOt, EV 
""' " 'i; ""' I ~' f I 'TOtS' epyotS 0~ EtS, ?TpOTEpov o TJO'VXtO£. 

13 K () I 1' , f , ~ I I , ' 
a a1rep ovv etpT)Tat, 7J avopeta f.LEO'OTTJS EO'Tt, 10 
'() \1 ',I..Q '' 1' ,, \ rl ?TEpt appai\Ea Kat 'f'OtJEpa EV OLS EtpT)Tat, Kat 07't, 
\\ (J ""' 4 \ C' I '' rl ) \ \ KUI\OV appet T€ Kat V?TOfLEVEt,, 'Y} OTt, ataxpov 'TO 

I \ ~) ) (} I ,/.. I I '' '' J.t'YJ. TO o a ?To VTJO'KEtV 'f'evyovTa '1TEVtav TJ epw'Ta 
'' \ \ ' ) ~ I )\ \ \ ""'\ \ ~ \ ""' 'Y} T£ I\V1TT)pOV OVK avopEtOV, a/\1\a J.LUI\J\OV OEti\OV" 
\I \ \,/..I \)I \) tl 

p,al\aKta yap TO 'f'EVY€t,V Ta €7Tt1TOVa, Kat OVX OT' U 

1 ed. I f'OVV Bywater : ovv. 
I o{Jrws OVTO~ : OVTOS r' olJrws Kb. ' 8appli Te ed. : alpELTO.'-

CI These words seem to be an interpolation : confidence is 
shown in face of Bappa"A.ea, not q>o{3epa. 

" i.e., €v ro'is BappaXeoLs, in situations not really formidable. 
° For symmetry this should have been ' he that is 

deficient in fearlessness.' • See o. vi. 10. 
• The Mss. have' it chooses and endures.' 
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8 things a] is rash. The rash man is generally thought 
to be an impostor, who pretends to courage which 
he does not possess ; at least, he wishes to appear 
to feel to,vards fearful things as the courageous 
man actually does feel, and therefore he imitates 

9 him in the things in which he can.b Hence most 
rash men really are co\vards at heart, for they make 
a bold show in situations that inspire confidence, 
but do not endure terrors. 

10 He that exceeds in fear c is a co,vard, for he fears 
the wrong things, and in the wrong rnanner, and so 
on \vith the rest of the list. He is also deficient 
in confidence ; but his excessive fear in face of pain 

11 is more apparent. 'fhe coward is therefore a 
despondent person, being afraid of everything ; 
but the courageous man is just the opposite, for 
confidence belongs to a sanguine temperament. 

12 The co\vard, the rash man, and the courageous 
man are therefore concerned with the same objects, 
but are differently disposed towards them : the two 
former exceed and fall short, the last keeps the mean 
and the right disposition. The rash, moreover, are 
impetuous, and though eager before the danger 
comes they hang back at the critical moment ; 
whereas the courageous are keen at the time of 
action but calm beforehand. 

13 As has been said then, Courage is the observance 
of the mean in relation to things that inspire con
fidence or fear, in the circumstances stated d ; and it 
is confident and endures e because it is noble to do so 
or base not to do so. But to seek death in order to 
escape from poverty, or the pangs of love, or from 
pain or sorrow, is not the act of a courageous man, 
but rather of a coward ; for it is weakness to fly 
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VO€tOY}S V1T Ef-tELO • • • 
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C?TL ot apETYJV YLVE'Tat ut atow yap Kat ota Kai\OV 

opEgt.v (rtj-t~S yap) Kat cf>vy~v OVELOOVS, alaxpoiJ 

25 

" I i; ~) '" \ \ t \ ""' ) I 4: OVTOS. Ta~ at 0 av TIS /(at TOVS V1TO TuJV apxovTWV SO , r , , , , 1 ~' tl , ~ , 

avayKasOftEvovs EtS TavTo • XELpovs o , oa<.p ov ot. 
'~ ..... '\ \ ' ~ ' ,/... 1(3 , \ ~ ,.., \ ,/... ' atow a/\1\a ota 't'o ov avTo opwat, Kat, 't'evyovTES 
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1 l!,.top.1JorJs secL Bywater. 

• ' Political courage ' : Plato uses this phrase (Rep. 
430 c) of patriotic courage, based on training and 'right 
opinion about what is terrible and what is not,' and in 
contrast with the undisciplined courage of slaves and brute 
beasts. Elsewhere, on the other hand, he contrasts' popular 
and citizen virtue' in general with the philosopher's virtue, 
which is based on knowledge. 

• Iliad, xxii. 100 (Hector)-
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from troubles, and the suicide does not endure death 
because it is noble to do so, but to escape evil. 

'ii Such is the nature of Courage ; but the name is Courage 

also applied to five divergent types of character. ~;r~~:;n· 
(1) First, as most closely resembling true Courage, !o0r~t.s: 

h . . , c· . 1 IZ8D comes t e citizen s courage.a 1t1zen troops appear Courage.' 
to endure dangers because of the legal penalties 

, and the reproach attaching to cowardice, and the 
honours awarded to bravery; hence those races 
appear to be the bravest among which cowards are 

. 2 degraded and brave men held in honour. It is this 
citizen courage which inspires the heroes portrayed 
by Homer, like Diomede and Hector: 

Polydamas will be the first to flout me ; • 

and Diomede says 

Hector will rrtake his boast at Troy hereafter a 
" By me was Tydeus' son ••. "c 

· 3 This type of courage rnost closeiy resembles the one 
described before, because i~ is prompted by a virtue, 
namely the sense of shame,a and by the desire for 
something noble, namely honour, and the "·ish to 

' avoid the disgrace of being reproached. 
'· 4 The courage of troops forced into battle by their 

officers may be classed as of the same type, though 
they are inferior inasmuch as their motive is not a 
sense of shame but fear, and the desire to avoid 
not disgrace but pain. Their masters compel them 
to be brave, after Hector's fashion: 

• Iliad, viii. 148-
By n1e was Tydeus's son routed in flight 
Back to the ships. 

11 For this emotion see u. vii. 14, IV. i.x. 1, where it 18 
said not to be, strictly speaking, a virtue. 
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avvewpaKaatv ovrot. • 'ratvovTat OTJ avopetot, OTI, 
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f.L'Y) '1Ta etv f-LUI\taTa ovvavTat E'K T1JS Ef-L1T€tptas, 10 

8vvaf.LEV0t xpfja8at 'TOLS 0'1TAOIS Kai TOtai}ra EXOVTE'S 
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..,. I >""' ' t >~I 
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I t1 t I f I ~ \ '\ I 
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1 rpor&.rrovres codd. Amioti, Viet. : rpotTr&.rrovres. 
• rLs om. Kb. 8 KaLva Kb. 

• Iliad, ii. 391, but the words are Agamemnon's, and 
are slightly different in our Homer. 

b i.e., knowledge of what is truly formidable and what 
is not ( cf. note on c. viii. 1) ; but Socrates went on to show 
that this depended on knowledge of the good, with which 
he identified all virtue: see Plato's Laches. 
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Let me see any skulking off the field-
He shall not save his carcase from the dogs ! • 

8 The same is done by commanders \vho draw up 
their troops in front of them and beat them if they 
give ground, or who form them in line 'vith a trench 
or some other obstacle in the rear; all these are 
using compulsion. A man ought not to be brave 
because he is compelled to be, but because courage 
is noble. 

8 (2) Again, experience of some particular form of The Cou~age 
danger is taken for a sort of Courage ; hence arose ~~!~peri· 
Socrates' notion that Courage is Knowledge.b This 
type of bravery is displayed by various people in vari-
ous circumstances, and particularly in war by profes-
sional soldiers. ° For war (as the saying is) is full of 
false alarms, a fact which these men have had most 
opportunity of observing ; thus they appear courage-
ous o'ving to others' ignorance of the true situation. 

7 Also experience renders them .the most efficient in 
inflicting loss on the enemy without sustaining it them
selves, as they are skilled· in the use of arms, and 
equipped with the best ones both for attack and 

. 8 defence. So that they are like armed men fighting 
against unarmed, or trained athletes against 
amateurs ; for even in athletic contests it is not 
the bravest men who are the best fighters, but those 

9 who are strongest and in the best training. But 
professional soldiers prove cowards when the danger 
imposes too great a strain, and when they are at a 
disadvantage in numbers and equipment ; for they 
are the first to run away, while citizen troops stand 
their ground and die fighting, as happened in the 

• i.e., ~evo,, foreign mercenary troops, much employed 
In Greek warfare in Aristotle's time. 

165 



ARISTOTLE 

" , ' """ 'E I IQ "" ' ' 07T€p KU1Tt Tl[J pf.Latcp GVVEJJTJ• TOtS ftal yap 
' \ \ ,/.. I \ f IJI "' I 

ataxpov TO ~evyetv Kat o vavaTo~ TTJ~ TotaVT1JS 10 
I f I f ~ \ \ '/:. ' ,.. ' 

GWTT)pta~ atpETWTEpos· Ot OE Kat E~ apXYJS EKtV· 
~I t I '' I ~\ ,./... I 
OVVEVOV W~ KpEt'TTOVS' OVTE~, yvovTES' OE 'revyova~, 

\ 8 I ,.. \ \ """ ' "' ,/.. Q I t ~' TOV avaTOV f.LUI\IlOV TOV atax,pov 't"OJJOVJLEVO£ • 0 0 

, ~ "" ' "' ' \ (} ' ~, ' ' ' 10 avopELOS OV TOLOVTOS.-KaL TOV VJLOV 0 E1Tt 'T'Y)V 
'~ I ' ,/..1 1 '~ "" \ 1' ~ """ avopetav ava~epovatv • avopetot. yap Et.vat. ooKovat, 

\ t~\e, tl '(}I'' \ I 
Kat Ot. ot.a Vf.LOV WG7T€p Ta 1)pta E7Tt TOVS' Tpw- 25 

,/..I 2 tl \ t '~"" 8 ~"" UaVTaS 'f"EPOJLEVa, O'Tt Kat 0£ avopELOt VJLOEtOELS 

(
' I \ t 8 \ \ \ ~ I ) LTYJTI.KWTa'TOV yap 0 Vf.LOS 7TpOS TOVS KtVOVVOVS • 
~o , t'o " e , ,, R ' n ..... , , 
0 EV Kat JLTJpOS' a EVOS' Ef.LJJai\E VVftlp Kat 
II I \ (} \ 11 1 ' \ t t ~ \ ~' ' \ t"" 

ftEVO~ Kat v~ov eyetpe Kat optfLV o ava ptvas 
I 11 \ tt )/y 1' ' ' I \ \ "' p.,evos Kat eseaev at.p,a • TTavTa yap 'Ta 'TOt.avra 

,, I \ ""(} "''' \ f I 
EOU<E UYJJLaLVEtV TYJV TOV Vf.LOV eyepat.V Kat OpJLYJV. 80 

1} f \ 1' ' ~ ,.. ~ \ \ \ \ I t ~ \ 
Ot, P.,EV OVV avopELOt ota 'TO Kai\OV 7Tpa'TTOVGtV, 0 0€ 

f) \ "" ' "" \f) I ~\ ~ \ \1 ~ \ 
VJ.LOS' avvepyet auTots· Ta Yjpta oe ota I\V7TYJV. ota 

\ \ \ ,... .,, ~ \ \3 ,/., f3 "" (} ' \ 'I 
yap TO 1TI\T)YYJVat, 'YJ ota TO ~o Eta at, ETTEL eav ye 
lv vAn [~ €v EAE£ ]' fj,5 ov 7Tpoal.pxovTat. ov 0~ 

' '~ "' ~ \ \ f ' '\ ~I \ f) "" EUTLV avopeta ot.a 'TO V7T UI\YY)OOVOS' Kat Vf-tOV 
'i: \ I \ \ I (' f "' '() \ ,.... 
Ec.:,EI\aVVOJLEVa 7TpOS 'TOV KLVOVVOV opp.av, OV EV 'TWV 8i 
~ ..... ,.. ' \ tl .,, f ,, 
OEt.VWV 7TpoopwvTa, E7TEL OV'TW YE KaV Ot OVOt 

avDpELO£ elev 1TEtVWVTES'. 'TV7TTOfLEVO£ yap OVK a~· 111~ 

1 CLJtarplpoUO"LP Lb: ¢lpou(fL1J Kb' hn¢lpot.'(JLV r. 
2 ¢fp6p.fVOL r. 3 Ota TO om. Lb. 
' [~ €v EAfL] auetore \ 7 ictorio Bywater. 
6 y fort. sceludendum ed. 

a In Coronea, 35~{ n.c. ; the Acropolis had been seized 
by Onomarchus the Phocian, and mercenaries, brought in 
by the Boeotarchs to aid the citizens, ran away at the begin· 
ning of the battle ( st~hn1. ). 
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battle at the temple of Hermes.a This is because 
citizens think it disgraceful to run away, and prefer 
death to safety so procured ; whereas professional 
soldiers were relying from the outset on superior 
strength, and when they discover they are out
numbered they take to flight, fearing death more 
than disgrace. But this is not true courage. 

10 (3) Spirit or anger b is also classed with Courage. Spirit. 

~1en emboldened by anger, like wild beasts which 
rush upon the hunter that has wounded them, are 
supposed to be courageous, because the courageous 
also are high-spirited; for spirit is very impetuous 
in encountering danger. Hence IIomer writes," 
'he put strength in their spirit,' and 'roused their 
might and their spirit,' and' bitter wrath up through 
his nostrils \veiled,' and ' his blood boiled ' ; for all 
such symptoms seem to indicate an excitement and 

'11 impulse of the spirit. Thus the real motive of 
courageous men is the nobility of courage, although 
spirit operates in them as well; but wild animals 
are emboldened by pain, for they turn to bay because 
they are wounded, or frightened-since if they are 
in a forest or a swamp d they do not attack. There
fore they are not to be considered courageous for 
rushing upon danger when spurred by pain and 
anger, and blind to the dangers that await them; 
since on that reckoning even asses would be brave 
when they are hungry, for no blows will make them 

b Ovp.os means both ' spirit , or ' high spirit , and also 
its manifestation in anger. 

c i.e., in describing courageous men, Iliad, xiv. 151 or 
xvi. 529, v. 470, Odyssey, xxiv. 818. The fourth phrase 
is not in our Homer, but occurs in Theocritus xx. 15. 

ll i.e., in a place where they can escape. The words 
'or a swatnp,' are probably interpolated. 
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I "" "" ( \ f \ ~\ ~ \ \ ltfM"aVTat, T'YJS VOf.L'YJS. Kat, Ot, P,OtXOt, OE ot,a, T1JV 

12 e1Tt8vf.Llav TOAf.LTJpa 1TOAAd 8pwutv .) [ ov 8~ eUTt,V 
) ~ "" \ ~ ' ) \ ~ I 't\ 8 .-. '/; \ I 

avopeta Ta ot aA'Y'YJOOVOS 'YJ Vf.LOV Ec.,EI\aVVOf.LEVa 
\ \ I ~ ] 1 ,/... I 2 ~) '' t 1TpOS TOV KtVOVVOV. 'YVO'£KWTaT'YJ 0 EOtKEV 'YJ 

~\ \8 \ 1' \ '{3"' I ota TOV Vf.LOV EtVat, Kat, 1TpOUI\a OVO'a 1TpOatpEU£V 5 
\ \ 'l'tl )~I "- \ f "(} 

Kat 'TO OV EVEKa avopeta EI.Va£. Kat Ot, av pW1TO' 
~ \ ) r I \ ) \ ,... I ~' C'l~ 
oE opyt~:,Of.LEVOt f.LEV al\yOVO't, 'Ttf.LWpOVJLEVOt 0 'Y)OOV• 

t ~\ ~ \ ,... I I I ' 
'Tat • 0£ oe ota TaVTa f.LaXOf.LEVOt f.LaX£f.LOt JLEV, OVK 

' ~ .... ~ ' ' ' ~ ' ' \ ' '~, f f \ ' avopetot oe· ov yap ota To Kai\OV ovo ws o 1\oyos, 
13 ) \ \ \ ~ \ I(} 3 \ I ~' J/ I '~ \ a/\1\a ota 1Ta OS" 1Tapa1TI\Y)Ut0V 0 EXOVU£ T£.-OVOE 

~ \ t ' 1\ ~ , ) ~ .... ~ ' ' ' \ OYJ Ot EVEI\1TtOES OVTES avopetot• ol.a yap 'TO 1TOI\• 10 
\1 \ \\ \ I (} ,... ) "" 
1\aKtS Kat 11'01\1\0VS VEVtK'Y}KEVat appovatV EV TOtS 

~~ 1 ~I t1 ",/... 8 \1 
KtVOVVOtS. 1TapOJLOtO£ OE 1 O'Tt ap.'t'W appai\EOt • 
)\ \) f \ ) ~ ""' ~ \ \ I ' I (} 

a/\1\ ot f.LEV avopetot ota 'Ta 1TpoTepov etp'Y)f.LEVa ap-
\1 t ~\ ~ \ \ " 8 I 't \ pa/\E0£1 Ot OE ota TO 0£€0' at, KpEt'T'TOVS EtVat, Kat 

14 f.L'Y](}Ev av 1Ta(}e£v' (TotOVTOV OE 1TOtOVUt Kal, ol 
· (} I ' 1\ ~ \ I ) fl ~ \ 

f.LE VUKOf.LEVOt, EVE/\7TbOES yap 'YtVOV'Tat • O'TaV OE II 
' ""' \ Q"""' " ,/... I ) ~ I ~t avTots f.LYJ UVJl-tJTJ ''Tot,aVTa, 'revyovatv• avopetov o 

'J' ',/...{3 \'(}I II \,/.. I f 'Y)V 'Ta 't'o epa_ av pw1rcp ovTa Kat 'Yatvop.eva V1TO• 
I t/ \ I \ ) \ \ I ~ \ \ 

15 f.LEVEtV, OT£ Kai\OV, Kat, ataxpov 'TO f.L'YJ• 01.0 Kat, 
) ~ I ~ A 1' \ t A ',/.. ~~ 

avopeLOTEpOV OOKE£ EtVat, 'TO EV TOtS at'YVI.Ot0£S 

cf>6{3ots acpof3ov Kal aTapaxov elvat 7j EV 'TOtS 1Tpo

Q~Aots• a1TO leews ydp f.LliAAov, [7j Kat]6 O'T£ ~'TTOV 20 
' ..... \ ,/... ,... \ \ 't\ , 

EK 1TapaaKEV'Y}S. 'Ta TTPO'flaV7J p,ev yap Kav EIC 

I [ou ••• tclvovvov] om. Kb. 
1 cpvcrtKWTaT1J 8' • • • elva.' post T' L 9 ponenda Rassow, 

Susemihl ( cpvo-tKwTaT'fl ")'ap ). 
a rdOos Kb, To raOos vulg: 
.. &v raOlw Asp. : aPT,1ra.Oliv. I Susemihl : Ka.l om. Kb. 

• See Iliad, xi. 558. 
• This parenthetical note does not bear on the context. 
• This sentence should apparently come at the end of the 

section, ' but ' being amended to ' for.' 
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stop grazing! a (And adulterers also are led to do 
many daring things by lust.) b 

12 But 0 the form of courage that is inspired by 
spirit seems to be the most natural, and when 
reinforced by deliberate choice and purpose it appears 
to be true Courage. And human beings also feel 
pain when angry, and take pleasure in revenge. 
But those who fight for these motives, though valiant 
fighters, are not courageous ; for the motive of their 
confidence is not honour, nor is it guided by principle, 
but it springs from feeling. Ho,vever, they show 
some affinity to true Courage. 

13 (4) Nor yet again is the boldness of the sanguine The . 

the same thing as Courage. The sanguine are con- ~:~~:e 
fident in face of danger because they have won many 
victories over many foes before. They resemble the 
courageous, because both are confident, but whereas 
the courageous are confident for the reasons already 
explained,d the sanguine are sa because they think 
they are stronger than the enemy, and not likely to 

14 come to any harm. (A similar boldness is shown by 
those getting drunk, for this makes them sanguine 
for the time being.) "\Vhen however things do not 
turn out as they expect, the merely sanguine run 
away, whereas the mark of the courageous man, as 
we have seen,d is to endure things that are terrible 
to a human being and that seem so to him, because 

u; it is noble to do so and base not to do so. Hence 
it is thought a sign of still greater courage to be 
fearless and undismayed in sudden alarms than in 
dangers that were foreseen. Bravery in unforeseen 
danger springs more from character, as there is less 
time for preparation ; one might resolve to face a 

• Of. o. Tii. i-6. 
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~oytaf'ov «al ,\6yov ,.,s- TTpo,AotTo, Ttt 8' J.eat4>v'YJs 

16 KaTa T~v e~tv .-avopeiot o~ cpalvoVTar, Kal ol 
' ""' \ ' ' I "" ' \ I~ ayvooVVTES, Kat EtO'tV OV TToppw TWV €V€1\7TLOWV 1 

I ~) fl ) /;I '~ \ J/ ) "' ~ I 
xet.povs 0 OO'lf:' a~ l.WJLa OVOEV EXOVO't,V J EKEtVO£ OE' 

~ \ \ I I I f ~) ' I ) \ 
Ot,O Kat J.kEVOVO't TtVa XPOVOV • Ot, 0 'YJ7TaT'Y)f'EVOt, EaV 2b 

yvwat.v oTt eTEpov ~ V7T07TTEVawat, cpevyovatv· 

fl f 'A ""' ,, (} I .... A I 07TEp Ot, pyet.ot E7Ta OV 7T€pt7T€0'0VTES TOLS' aKWO'tV 
f ~ I fl ~\ '~ ""' J/ "'I 17 WS ~tKVWVtOLS' .-ot T€ OYJ avopEt.Ot Etp'Y)VTat 'TTOtOI, 

'f~ .... ,~""' 'TtVES', Kat Ot, OOKOVVTES' avopEtOt. 

fX IJept fJapp'Y} DE Kat <f>6f3ovs ~ avOpELa OVO'a OVX 
f I \ Jl ..J... ' I '\\ \ ""'\\ \ \ 

OJLOtWS' 'TTEpt af''t'W EO'TtV 1 a/\1\a f'ai\1\0V '1T€pt, Ta SO 

~ R I f ' ' , , I ' ' "(}' ~OfJEpa • 0 yap EV TOVTOtS' aTapaxos Kat 'TTEpt TaV 
f ~ .... ,, , ~ "" .... , \ " f ' \ 0 \ ' 

WS 0€1, EXWV avopEtOS' J.La/\1\0V 'Y} 0 '1T€pt Ta appat\Ea. 
""' ~\ \ \ \ f I f J/ ' ~ "" 

Ttp o'Y) Ta I\V7T7Jpa VTTOf'EVEtV, ws ELP'YJTat, avop<:t.o£ 

2 \ I ~ \ \ ' 1\ f ) ~ I \ ~ I 
1\EYOVTat. OtO .Kat E7Tti\V7TOV 'Y) avopEta • Kat OtKaLWS 

' ""' \I \ \\ \ ~ I 
E7Tatv'EtTaL, xai\E7TW'TEpOV yap Ta I\V1TYJpa V7TOJ.kEVELV 35 

8 ,\ ""' t\;::1 ) I (} , \ )\\\ ~1(: '' 
'Y) TWV YJUEWV a1TEXEU at. OV JLYJV a/V\a UO~El.EV av 1117 

1' \ \ \ ) \;:: I 1\ t ~ I ~ \ """ 
EtVa£ TO KaTa T7JV avopet.aV T€1\0S' 'Y)OV1 V1TO 'TWV 

KVKAqJ o' acpavl,ea8at., olav KaV Tois yvp,vtKOLS 
' ""' I "' \ I \ \ 1\ t ~ I 

aywat. yt.VETat • TOLS yap 'TTVKTatS TO JLEV T€1\0S' 'r)OV 1 

'f' ~ f 1,1... \ f I \ \;::\ I 0 
OV EVEKa, 0 aTE't'aVOS Kat at Ttfhat, TO UE TV'TTTEG a£ 

• This occurred in the battle at the Long Wails of Corinth, 
392 B.c. Lacedaemonian cavalry had dis1nounted and 
armed themselves with the shields of the routed Sicyonians, 
marked ~ (Xenophon, llellenica, IV. iv. 10). 

b Of. o. vi. 4. ' Of. a. vii. 6. 
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danger one can foresee, from calculation and on 
principle, but only a fixed disposition of Courage will 

. enable one to face sudden peril. 
16 ( 5) l'hose who face danger in ignorance also The 

appear courageous • and they come very near to Courage of ' Ignorance. 
those whose bravery rests on a sanguine tempera-
ment, though inferior to them inasmuch as they 
lack self-confidence, which the sanguine possess. 
Hence the sanguine stand firm for a time ; whereas 
those who have been deceived as to the danger, if 
they learn or suspect the true state of affairs, take to 
flight, as the Argives did when they encountered the 
Lacedaemonians and thought they were Sicyonians.a 

17 We have now described the characteristics both 
of the courageous and of those who are thought to 

' be courageous. 
ix Courage is displayed with respect to confidence and Courage 

fear, but not 'vith respect to both equally : it is more ~~1~~i~~ to 
particularly displayed in regard to objects of fear; pleasu~e 
for one who is unperturbed in the presence of terrors and patn. 

and comports himself r1ghtly to,vards these is 
courageous in a fuller sense than one who does so 

· 2 in situations that inspire confidence. In fact, as 
has been said,b men are sometimes called courageous 
for enduring pain. Hence Courage itself is attended 
by pain ; and it is justly praised, because it is harder 
to endure pain than to abstain from pleasure. 

: 3 Not but \vhat it would appear that the end corre
. sponding c to the virtue of Courage is really pleasant, 

only its pleasantness is obscured by the attendant 
circumstances. This is illustrated by the case of 
athletic contests : to boxers, for example, their 
end-the object they box for, the wreath and the 
honours of victory-is pleasant, but the blows they 
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J\ I '' I \ \ \ \ A f 
a/\y€tVOV, €t'1T€p aapKtVOt,, Kat, 1\V'TT'YjpOV ICUt, 11'US 0 5 

I ~ \ ~\ \ \\\ ""') 1' \ " \ 
'1TOVOS' ota 0€ TO '1TO/\/\a TUVT €LVat,, J.LLKpov OV TO 

~ "' fl '~' t~' ,./.,. ' ,, ' ~ \ ""' ' .. ov eve«a ovoev T)OV ..,..,atveTat exetv. Et, O'YJ TOtOVTov 
, \ \ \ \ , ~ ' t ' ()I \ 

EO'Tt, Kat, TO 7T€pt TYJV avopetaV, 0 f.LEV avaTOS Kat 
\ I \ \ ""' ' ~ I \ , , 

'TU TpaVJLaTa /\V7TT)pa Tlp avopetc.p Kat, aKOVTt, €UTa&, 
t ... ~' '' ~ \1 "'~ ' ' \ ' V'1T0f'€V€t, O€ UVTa OTt, Ka/\OV, 'YJ OTt, ataxpov TO J.''YJ, 

\ ~ .,, .... ,, ' ' ' ,, ""' \ 
Kat, oacp av f.La/\1\0V TT)V apET7JV €XTJ TTaaav Ka£ 10 
'~ I 1' ..-.\ \ ' \ ""' () I \ I 

EVoaLf.LOVEaTEpOS TJ, f.La/\1\0V E7T£ TW avaTtp 1\VTI''YJ• 
.... I ' 1\ Y"" "l: ' O'ETat.' Tlp TOt.OVTlp yap f.La/\t.O'Ta ~ 'YJV as t.OV 1 Kat 

... ' , () ....... , ... '~ , \ 
OVTOS f.LEY£UTWV aya WV U1TOO'TEpEt.Tat, €LOWS' 1\VTI''YJ• 

' ~' ""' ,,,, ,~, ..,. ' ~ ... , ~\ 
pov O€ TOVTO. a/\1\ OVOEV 'YJTTOV avopELOS, tO'WS OE 

' .... ,, fl ' ' ..... \1 ,, ' , 
ICaL f.La/\1\0V, OTt, TO EV Tt.p 'TTO/\Ef'q} Ka/\OV O.VT 
, ' t ... ' ~' ' t , ... ' ... li EKEtVWV atpEtTat.. OV OTJ EV a'TTUO'Ut.S TULS apeTatS 15 

\ t ~I ' ""' t I \ \ t,J.,.J q ""' 
To 'Y)OEWS evepyetv v1Tapxet, '11'/\'Y}V e'Y oaov Tov 

1\ ',/.. I I ~J '~ \ Jl 6 TE/\OVS E'f'aT/'TETUt,. aTpaTtWTUS 0 OVOEV tO'WS 
, \1 \ \ I I 1' '\\\ 
KW/\VEt, f.L'YJ TOVS TOt.OVTOVS KpaTtaTOVS EtVat,, UIV\a 

' :f. ' ' ~ ' '1\ \ ~, ' ()' ~ \ 'TOVS 'JTTOV f.LEV ·avop€tOVS, a/\1\0 o aya OV J.l/f}OEV 
, fl ' ..,. ' ' ~, 
EXOVTas· ET~tJLOt. yap OVTO£ 7TpOS TOVS K£VoVVOVS, 

\ \ Ql \ \ I ~ \\I 
Kat TOV tJLOV 7TpOS JLtKpa KEpo'Y) KaTa/\1\aTTOVTa£. 20 

\ \ 1' ) ~ I ' \ """" ' I f) I ~t 7 '17'Ep£ JL€V OVV avop€tas €7/'t. 'TOO'OVTOV Etp'Y)a W' T£ o 
, I t \ \ I \Q"'' ""' 

EUT£V, OV XU/\€7TOV TV7Tlp ye 1TEpt/\afJELV EK TWV 
' I EtpT)JLEVWV. 

M ' ~' , ' ,/.. , \1 :1: ETa oE TUVT'Y)V TTEpt aw..,..,poaVVYJS 1\EYWJ.'EV' 
~ ""' \ ""' '\I ""' 1' 1' f 
aoJ<ovat, yap TWV a/\oywv p,epwv aVTa£ etvat. a£ 

J I ~ \ 1' I ' \ \ t~ \ f 
apETO.t. OTt, JLEV OVV f.-'€0'0T7JS EO'Tt, 1T€pt 'Y]OOVO.S 'I} I 

awcppoaVv1J, e'lp'Y)Ta, ~!-'tv (~rrov yap Kal ovx 

• This qualifies what was said in u. iii. 1. 
• •• g n. vn. "• 
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receive must hurt them, being men of flesh and blood, 
and also all the labour they undergo is painful ; and 
these painful incidentals are so numerous that the 
final object, being a small thing, appears not to 

4 contain any pleasure at all. If then the same is 
true of Courage, the death or wounds that it may 
bring will be painful to the courageous man, and he 
will suffer them unwillingly ; but he will endure 
them because it is noble to do so, or because it is 
base not to do so. And the more a man possesses 
all virtue, and the more happy he is, the more 
pain will death cause him ; for to such a man 
life is worth most, and he stands to lose the 
greatest goods, and knows that this is so, and this 
must be painfuL But he is none the less cour
ageous on that account, perhaps indeed he is more 
so, because he prefers glory in war to the greatest 
prizes of life. 

5 It is not true therefore of every virtue that its 
active exercise is essentially pleasant, save in so far 
as it attains its end.a · 

6 No doubt it is possible that such men as these do 
not make the best professional soldiers, but men 
who are less courageous, and have nothing of value 
besides life to lose ; for these face danger readily, 
and will barter their lives for trifling gains. 

7 Let this suffice as an account of Courage : from 
what has been said it will not be difficult to form 
at all events a rough conception of its nature. 

X After Courage let us speak of Temperance ; for Temperanoe 
these apppear to be the virtues of the irrational parts Pand

11
• 

f th l 
ro 1gacy. 

o e sou . 
Now we have said b that Temperance is the 

observance of the mean in relation to pleasures 
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,... ~ I f ~ \ \ \ I f~ \ J/ 
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' \ I ~' ' \ I '~ \ \ \ I aKOI\aCTTOVS o OV 1\EYOJ.LEV, OVO€ TOVS I\V1TOVJ.£EVOVS 11181 

3 e7Tt XP~J..taatv ~ cplAots. 7Tep~ 8~2 Tcts awJ..taTtKas 
'I '' f ,/... I ' I ~\ '~\ I f 
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\ \ t' Q Q\ I I 1\ '1\ 
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f I '{} \ ) \ I \ I '~ \ \ f 
V7TOKpLUE£ OV EtS aKOI\aCTTOVS /\EYE£, OVOE TOVS WS 
~"" 1,/.. '~\ \ \ \ ) I \\ G oEt aw'rpovas. ovoe 'rovs 'ITEpt 'rYJV OUJ.£7JV, 'lTI\Y}V 

\ f3 f3 I \ \ I 1\ '1\ KaTa CTVJ.k E TJKOS• 'rOVS yap xat.,pOVTaS fLT)/\WV 'TJ 10 
, IC::: ,, 8 I , '"' , , I , , I 

pooWV '1] VJ.LtafLa'rWV OUfLUtS OV 1\E'}'OfLEV aKOI\aCTTOVS 

t o7] Bonitz : oe. 
I o7] Suselnihl ( et fort. Asp.) t 8e. 

• i.e., by association. 
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(for it is concerned only in a lesser degree and in a 
different way with pains); and Profligacy also is 
displayed in the same matters. Let us then now 
define the sort of pleasures to 'vhich these qualities 
are related. 

2 No'v we must make a distinction between pleasures 
of the body and pleasures of the soul. Take for 
instance ambition, or love of learning : the lover 
of honour or of learning takes pleasure in the thing 
he loves without his body being affected at all ; the 
experience is purely mental. But we do not speak 
of men as either temperate or profligate in relation 
to the pleasures of ambition and of learning. Nor 
similarly can these terms be applied to the enjoy
ment of any of the other pleasures that are not bodily 
pleasures: those who love hearing marvellous tales 
and telling anecdotes, and who spend their days in 
trivial gossip, we call idle chatterers, but not pro
fligates ; nor do we call men profligate who feel 
excessive pain for the loss of fortune or friends. 

3 Temperance therefore has to do \vith the pleasures 
of the body. But not with all even of these ; for 
men \vho delight in the pleasures of the eye, in 
colours, forms and paintings, are not termed either 
temperate or profligate, although it would be held 
that these things also can be enjoyed in the right 

4 manner, or too much, or too little. Similarly with 
the objects of hearing: no one would term profligate 
those who take an excessive pleasure in music, or 
the theatre, nor temperate those who enjoy them as 

: 5 is right. Nor yet does Temperance apply to enjoy
ment of the sense of smell, unless accidentally a ; 
we do not call those who are fond of the scent of 
fruit or roses or incense profligate, though we may 
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I OE Asp. : o1]. • post TLS add. <I>LAO~EIIOS 0 'Epu~LOS Kbr. 
0 The text here is doubtful, and possibly the whole 

of § 6 is an interpolation. 
• i.e., by association. • Riad, iii. 24. 
• Apparently a character of comedy, though later writers 
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be inclined so to style those who love perfumes and 
the smell of savoury dishes, for the profligate take 
pleasure in these odours because they remind them 

6 of the objects of their desires. One may notice 
that other persons too like the smell of food when 
they are hungry; but to delight in things of this 
kind is a mark of the profligate, since they are the 
things on which the profligate's desires are set.a 

7 Nor do the lower animals derive any pleasure from 
these senses, except accidentally .b Hounds do not 
take pleasure in scenting hares, but in eating them; 
the scent merely made them aware of the hare. 
The lion does not care about the lowing of the ox, 
but about devouring it, though the lowing tells him 
that the ox is near, and consequently he appears 
to take pleasure in the sound. Similarly he is not 
pleased by the sight of ' or stag or mountain goat,' 0 

but by the ·prospect of a meal. 
8 Temperance and Profligacy. are therefore concerned 

with those pleasures which man shares with the lower 
animals, and which consequently appear slavish and 
bestial. These are the pleasures of touch and taste. 

9 But even taste appears to play but a small part, 
if any, in Temperance. For taste is concerned 
with discriminating flavours, as is done by wine
tasters, and cooks preparing savoury dishes ; but it 
is not exactly the flavours that give pleasure, or at 
all events not to the profligate: it is actually enjoy
ing the object that is pleasant, and this is done 
solely through the sense of touch, alike in eating 
and drinking and in what are called the pleasures 

10 of sex. This is why a certain gourmand a wished 
speak of him as a real person. Some Mss. here insert his 
name,' Hospitable, the son of Belch,' cf. E.E. III., 1231 a 16, 
where the story recurs, and Aristophanes, Frogs, 934. 
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I T1js ? Bywater : To. 2 rwv aurw11 (del) Richards. 
a CtJIQ/IrA'I]pWCT€WS Asp. (Richards): a110.1fA1]pwcrLS. 

• A reminiscence of Iliad, xxiv. 130. 
• The text should perhaps be amended to run 'nor 

desires the same food always.' 
0 Preferences are natural because (1) men's natures vary 

and therefore their tastes vary, (2) some preferences are 
universal. 
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that his throat might be longer than a crane's, showing 
that his pleasure lay in the sensation of contact. 

· 11 Hence the sense to vvhich Profligacy is related is 
the most universal of the senses ; and there appears 
to be good ground for the disrepute in which it is 
held, because it belongs to us not as human beings 
but as animals. Therefore it is bestial to revel in 
such pleasures, and to like them better than any 
others. We do not refer to the most refined of the 
pleasures of touch, such as the enjoyn1ent of friction 
and warm baths in the gymnasia ; the tactual 

' pleasures of the profligate have to do with certain 
parts only, not with the whole of the body. 

xi Desires seem to be of two kinds, one common to Temperance 

all men, the other peculiar to special peoples, and cro~monand 
adventitious. For instance, the desire for food is peculiar 

t 1 · d · 1·d 1· ·d · h tastes. na ura , Since everyone es1res so 1 or 1qn1 nour1s -
n1ent, and sometimes both, when in need of them ; 
and also sexual intercourse, as ·I-Iomer says,a when 
young and lusty. But not every body desires this 
or that particular sort of· nourishment, any more 
than everyone desires the same particular portion 

· of food ; b hence a taste for this or that sort of food 
2 seems to be an individual peculiarity. Not but what 

there is also something natural in such tastes; for 
different things are pleasant to different people, and 
there are some special delicacies which all men like 
better than ordinary food. c 

3 In the case of the natural desires, then, few men 
err, and in one way only, that of excess in quantity ; 
for to eat or drink to repletion of ordinary food and 
drink is to exceed what is natural in amount, since 

. the natural desire is only to satisfy one's wants. 
• . Hence people 'vho over-eat are called ' mad-bellies,' 
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meaning that they fill that organ beyond the right 
measure ; it is persons of especially slavish nature 
that are liable to this form of excess. 

' But in regard to the pleasures peculiar to particular 
people, many men err, and err in many ways. For 
when people are said to be ' very fond of ' so-and-so, 
it is either because they like things that it is not 
right to like, or like them more than most people 
do, or like them in a wrong manner ; and the profli
gate exceed in all these ways. For they like some 
things that are wrong, and indeed abominable, and 
any such things that it is right to like they like 
more than is right, and more than most people. 

5 It is clear then that excess in relation to pleasures 
is Profligacy, and that it is blameworthy. As regards PaiD. 

pains on the other hand, it is not with Temperance 
as it is with Courage : a man is not termed temperate 
for enduring pain and profligate for not enduring 
it, but profligate for feeling mo~e pain than is right 
when he fails to get pleasures (in his case pleasure 
actually causing pain), and .temperate for not feeling 
pain at the absence of pleasure [or at abstaining 
from itl. 

,· 6 The profligate therefore desires all pleasures, or 
, those that are the most pleasant, and is led by his 
·· desire to pursue these in preference to everything 

else. He consequently feels pain not only when 
he fails to get them, but also from his desire for 
them, since desire is accompanied by pain ; para
doxical though it seems that pain should be caused 
by pleasure. 

f Men erring on the side of deficiency as regards ~nsensibU. 
pleasures, and taking less than a proper amount of 1ty. 
enjoyment in them, scarcely occur ; such insensibility 
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is not human. Indeed, even the lo,ver animals 
discriminate in food, and like some kinds and not 
others; and if there be a creature that finds nothing 
pleasant, and sees no difference between one thing 
and another, it must be very far removed from 
humanity. As men of this type scarcely occur, we 
have no special name for them. 

8 The temperate man keeps a middle course in 
these matters. He takes no pleasure at all in 
the things that the profligate enjoys most, on the 
contrary, he positively dislikes then1 ; nor in general 
does he find pleasure in wrong things, nor excessive 
pleasure in anything of this sort ; nor does he feel 
pain or desire when they are lacking, or only in a 
moderate degree, not more than is right, nor at the 
wrong time, et cetera. But such pleasures as conduce 
to health and fitness he will try to obtain in a moderate 
and right degree ; as also other pleasures so far 
as they are not detrimental to health and fitness, 
and not ignoble, nor beyond his means. The man 
who exceeds these limits cares more for such pleasures 
than they are worth. Not so the ten1perate man; 

. he only cares for them as right principle enjoins. 

Profligacy seems to be more voluntary than Temperance 

C d . F tl .e • d b I ctd. : Pro-owar Ice. or 1e 10rmer IS cause y p easure, fligacy mora 
the latter by pain, and pleasure is a thing we choose, ;~luntary 

2 pain a thing 've avoid. Also pain makes us beside co~~rdice. 
ourselves : it destroys the sufferer's nature ; whereas 
pleasure has no such effect. Therefore Profligacy is 
the more voluntary vice. And consequently it is 
the more reprehensible; since moreover it is easier 

.. to train oneself to resist the temptations of pleasure, 
because these occur frequently in life, and to practise 
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\ \ t I \ ~t fl\ ,3:_ '8 \ \ 

i'ap Kat opeyOJLEVt.p, TO 0 01\0V '[' Tov• OV €£S yap 
, (} "" ' 1\ .,. 

E7T£ Vf.L€1, aKOI\aaTOS Etvar,. 

T \ ~) N "" ' \ I \ t \ \ ~ \ 1 o o ovoJLa TTJS aKol\aatas Kat E1Tt, Ta~ ?Tatot,Kas 
t I ,J..I )/ I f I 

aJLapTtas 'f'EPOJLEv· exova' yap Ttva Of.LOtOTT)'Ta. 1119 
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• ci.Ko'Xa<Tla, literally ' the result of not being punished,' 
seems to have been used of spoiled children as well as of 
vicious adults. 

, The primary meanin&' of Ko~d.t~"'• 'to punish.' 
1841 



' 
I 

NIOOMAOHEAN ETHICS, III. xii. 2-7 

resistance to them involves no danger, whereas the 
reverse is the case with the objects of fear. 

a On the other hand, the possession of a cowardly 
character would seem to be more voluntary than 
particular manifestations of cowardice: for co\vardli
ness in itself is not painful, but particular accesses 
of cowardice are so painful as to make a man beside 
himself, and cause him to throw away his arms 
or other,vise behave in an unseemly manner ; so 
that cowardly actions actually seem to be done 

4: under compulsion. But with the profligate on the 
contrary the particular acts are voluntary, for they 
are done with desire and appetite, but the character 
in general is less so, since no one desires to be a 
profligate. 

a The word Proflig~acy a or wantonness we also apply Nanghtt· 

to the naughtiness of children, which has son1e n
0

ehss ta~d 
• • as Ise-

resemblance to the licentiousness of adults. Which ment. 
of the two takes its name from the other is of no 
importance for the present enquiry, but it would 
seem clear that the state· \vhich comes later in life 
must be named from the one \\yhich comes earlier. 

6 The metaphor appears apt enough, since it is that 
which desires what is disgraceful and 'vhose appetites 
grow apace that needs chastisement or pruning,b and 
this description applies in the fullest degree to 
desire, as it does to the child. ~"'or children, like 
profligates, live at the prompting of desire ; and the 
appetite for pleasure is strongest in childhood, so 
that if it be not disciplined and made obedient 

7 to authority, it will make great headway. In an 
irrational being the appetite for pleasure is insatiable 

. and undiscriminating, and the innate tendency is 
fostered by active gratification ; indeed, if such 
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).. ... ,... \1 \ ' ',I.... \ 

UVfL'PWVELV Tlf:J 1\0Ylp. UK07TOS' yap UfL'f.IOtV 'TO 
\ I \ ' () "" ( I,/.._ 1' ~ "" \ f ~ "" 

Kal\ov· Kat €7TL VfLEL 0 GOJ'PPWV WV OEf., ICat WS OE£ 
\ ~~ ~I <;:- \ I \ t \ I ,... t 

10 Kat O'TE, OVTW OE TU'TTEt !Cat 0 1\0YOS'. TaVT 
1' t "" ' I () \ ,/.... I 

OVV YJfLLV EtpYJG W 7T€pt, aw't'poaVVYJS. 

1 al: 'YaP Lbr. 
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gratification be great and intense it actually over
powers the reason. Hence our indulgences should 
be moderate and few, and never opposed to principle 

8 -this is \vhat we mean by ' well-disciplined ' and 
' chastened '- ; and the appetitive part of us should 
be ruled by principle, just as a boy should live in 

9 obedience to his tutor. Flence in the temperate 
man the appetitive element must be in harmony 
with principle. For (1) the aim of both Temperance 
and principle is that which is noble ; and (2) the tem
perate man desires the right thing in the right 'vay 
at the right time, which is 'vhat principle ordains. 

10 Let this then be our account of rfemperance. 
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' I I R 1\ ' , otKEtWS '1TpoaayopevovTat, • tJOVI\ETat, yap aawTos 
1' f fl \ 'I \ ,/..f) I \ ' I 
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1 ar, Bywater: Of. I elvat 1] Kb. a oe r: o1]. 
a The word Xap.(3avetv, the antithesis of ' give,' varies in 

meaning with the context between ' get,' ' receive ' and 
' take.' ~ See note on n. vii. 4. 

0 4tTwTo!, 'prodigal,' means literally 'not saved,' 'iD 
desperate case.' 
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BOOK IV 

t NEXT let us speak of Liberality. This virtue seems Bk. IV. Tho 
to be the observance of the mean in relation to ~~~~~s 
wealth : we praise a man as liberal not in war, nor c~~i: Libere 

in matters in which we praise him as temperate, a 
1 

y. 

nor in judicial decisions, but in relation to giving 
and getting a wealth, and especially in giving ; 
wealth meaning all those things whose value is 
measured by money. 

S Prodigality. and Meanness b on the other hand 
are both of them modes of excess and of deficiency 

3 in relation to 'vealth. Meanness is always applied 
to those who care more than is proper about wealth, 
but Prodigality is sometimes used 'vith a wider con

' notation, since we call the unrestrained and those 
;· who squander money on debauchery prodigal; and 

therefore prodigality is thought to be extremely 
8 wicked, because it is a con1bination of vices. But 

this is not the proper application of the word : really 
it denotes the possessor of one particular vice, that 
of wasting one's substance; for he who is ruined 
by his own agency is a hopeless case indeed, c and 
to waste one's substance seems to be in a way to 
ruin oneself, inasmuch as wealth is the means of 
life. This then is the sense in which the term 
Prodigality is here understood. 
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~ \ ~ \ I\ t '\ () I ""' ) ' Tat OE axeoOV fLai\LaTa OL €/\EV eptot TWV U1T 
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1 ,.a N oetel : -ro. 

• i.e., those who refrain from taking more than their due. 
• i.e., those who take what is their due. 
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NIC0~1ACHEAN E'fHICS, IV. i. 6-12 

6 Now riches are an article of use ; but articles of Liberality 
use can be used either well or ill, and he who uses in giving, 

a thing best is he who possesses the virtue related 
to that thing ; therefore that man will use riches 
best who possesses the virtue related to wealth ; 

7 and this is the liberal man. But the use of wealth 
seen1s to consist in spending and in giving; getting 
wealth and keeping it are modes of acquisition rather 
than of use. Hence the liberal man is more con
cerned with giving to the right recipients than with 
getting wealth from the right sources and not getting 
it frorr1 the wrong ones. \'irtue is displayed in doing 
good rather than in having good done to one, and 
in performing noble acts rather than in avoiding 

8 base ones ; but manifestly doing good and acting 
nobly go with giving, while having good done to 
one and avoiding base actions go with getting. 
Again, gratitude is bestowed on a giver, not on one 
who refrains from taking ; and still more is this 

9 true of praise. Also it is easier not to take than 
to give : men are more reluctant to give away what 
belongs to them than to refrain from taking 'vhat 

.10 belongs to someone else. Again, it is those 'vho 
give whom we call liberal ; those \vho refrain from 
takjng a are not praised for Liberality but rather for 
Justice, and those 'vho take b are not praised at all. 

11 And of all virtuous people the liberal are perhaps 
the most beloved, because they are beneficial to 
others ; and they are so in that they give. 

12 Acts of virtue are noble, and are performed for for ~~e 
· the sake of their nobility ; the liberal man therefore :f~~~~Y of 

will give for the nobility of giving. And he "rill give 
rightly, for he will give to the right people, and the 
right amount, and at the right time, and fulfil all 
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I o'h Richards: Of. 
c f7rt{3'AhreLv Lb. 

8 olKelwv Lb: lolwv. 
6 olowcnv secludendum ? Bywater. 

• The MS. text gives ' to the wrong people,' but cf. § 1.2, 
1. 25 opOws. 

" Or (acceptin~ Bywater's emendation)' and this is relative 
to his substance. 
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NICOMAOHEAN ETHICS, IV. i. 13-20 

13 the other conditions of right giving. Also he will 
give with pleasure, or at all events without pain ; 
for virtuous action is pleasant, or painless-it cer-

14 tainly cannot be painful. One who gives to the 
wrong people,a or not for the nobility of giving but 
from some other motive, will not be called liberal, 
but by some different title ; nor will he who gives 
with pain, for he would prefer the money to the 
noble deed, \Vhich is not the mark of a liberal man. 

15 Consequently the liberal man will not take money Ltb~raltty fa 
from a wrong source either, since one who holds getting. 

wealth in low esteem is not the man to make im-
16 proper gains. Nor yet will he be fond of asking 

favours, for one who confers benefits does not readily 
17 accept them. But he will acquire wealth from the 

proper source, that is, from his own possessions, not 
because he thinks it is a noble thing to do, but 
because it is a necessary condition of having the 
means to give. He will net be careless of his 
property, inasmuch as he wishes to employ it for 
the assistance of others. He will not give in
discriminately, in order that he may be able to give 
to the right persons and at the right time, and where 

18 it is noble to do so. But the liberal man is certainly 
prone to go to excess in giving, so as to leave himself 
the smaller share ; for it is a mark of a liberal nature 
to be regardless of self. 

19 In crediting people with Liberality their resources Liberality 
must be taken into account · for the liberality of a proportion• 

' ate to 
gift does not depend on its amount, but on the dis- resourcea. 

position of the giver, and a liberal disposition gives 
according to its substance. b It is therefore possible 
that the smaller giver may be the more liberal, if 

, JO he git e from smaller means. Men who have inherited 
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a fortune are reputed to be more liberal than those 
who have made one, since they have never known 
what it is to want ; moreover everybody is specially 
fond of a thing that is his own creation: parents and 
poets show this. But it is not easy for a liberal man 
to be rich, since he is not good either at getting money 
or at keeping it, while he is profuse in spending it 
and values wealth not for its own sake but as a means 

!1 of giving. Hence people blame fortune because the 
most deserving men are the least wealthy. But this 
is really perfectly natural : you cannot have money, 
any more than anything else, without taking pains 
to have it. 

22 On the other hand, the liberal man will not give 
to the wrong people, nor at the wrong time, and so 
forth, for this would not be an act of Liberality at 
all; and if he spent his money on the wrong objects 
he would not ·have any to spend on the right ones • 

. 23 In fact, as was said before, the liberal man is one 
who spends in proportion to his means as well as on 
the right objects; while he that exceeds his means 
is prodigal. This is why 've do not call the lavish
ness of princes Prodigality; because we feel that 
however much they spend and give away they can 
hardly exceed the limit of their resources. 

24 Liberality then being the observance of the mean 
in the giving and getting of wealth, the liberal man 
will not only give and spend the right amounts on 

, the right objects alike in small matters and in great, 
and feel pleasure in so doing, but will also take the 
right amounts, and from the right sources. For as 
this virtue is a mean both in giving and in getting, 
he will do both in the right way. Right getting goes 
with right giving, wrong getting is opposed to right 
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giving ; the two concordant practices therefore may 
be found in the same person, but the two opposite 
ones clearly cannot be. 

25 If the liberal man should happen to spend in a 
manner contrary to what is right and noble, he will 
feel pain, though in a moderate degree and in the 
right manner ; for it is a mark of virtue to feel both 
pleasure and pain on the right occasions and in the 

26 right manner. Also the liberal man is an easy person 
27 to deal with in money matters ; he can be cheated, 

because he does not value money, and is more 
distressed if he has paid less than he ought than 
he is annoyed if he has paid more : he does not 
agree with the saying of Simonides.a 

28 The prodigal on the other hand errs in his feelings 
with regard to money as well as in his actions ; he 
feels neither pleasure nor pain on the right occasions 
nor in the right manner. This will become clearer 
as we proceed. 

, 29 We have said b then that Prodigality and Mean- ProdiplU;~. 
ness are modes of excess and of deficiency, and this 
in two things, giving and getting-giving being 

, . taken to include spending. Prodigality exceeds in 
giving [without getting c], and is deficient in getting ; 
Meanness falls short in giving and goes to excess in 

• 30 getting, only not on the great scale. Now the two 
forms of Prodigality are very seldom found united 
in the same person, because it is not easy to give to 
everyone without receiving from anyone : the giver's 
means are soon exhausted, if he is a private citizen, 
and only such persons are considered prodigal.' 

81 In fact, a man who is prodigal in both ways may 
. be thought considerably superior to the mean man ; 

for he is easily cured by age or by poverty, and is 
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able to be b~ought to the due mean, because he 
possesses the essentials of the liberal character-he 
gives, and he refrains from taking, though he does 
neither in the proper 'vay or rightly. Correct this 
by training, or other,vise reform him, and he will 
be liberal, for he will now give his money to the 
right objects, while he will not get it from the wrong 
sources. This is \vhy he is felt to be not really 
bad in character ; for to exceed in giving \Vithout 

· 32 getting is foolish rather than evil or ignoble. The 
prodigal of this type therefore seems to be much 
superior to the mean n1an, both for the reasons 
stated, and because the former benefits n1any people, 
but the latter benefits nobody, not even himself. 

33 But the majority of prodigal people, as has been 
said, besides giving 'vrongly, take from wrong sources; 

34 in respect of getting they are in fact mean. And 
what makes ·them grasping is that they want to 
spend, but cannot do so freely because they soon 
come to the end of their resources, and so are com
pelled to obtain supplies· from others. Moreover, 
being indifferent to nobility of conduct, they are 
careless how they get their money, and take it from 
anywhere ; their desire is to give, and they do not 

. mind ho'v or where they get the means of giving. 
~-; 35 Hence even their giving is not really liberal : their 
· gifts are not noble, nor given for the nobility of 

giving, nor in the right way; on the contrary, 
sometimes they make men rich who ought to be 
poor, and will not give anything to the 'vorthy, 
while heaping gifts on flatterers and others who 
minister to their pleasures. Hence most prodigal 
men are also profligate; for as they spend their 
money freely, some of it is squandered in debauchery; 
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t 
1 and having no high moral standard they readily 

I
I yield to the temptation of pleasure. 
·.• 86 This then is \vhat the prodigal comes to if he is 
· not brought under discipline ; but if he is taken in 

hand, he may attain the due mean and the right 
37 scale of liberality. Meanness on the contrary is Meanness. 

incurable ; for we see that it can be caused by old 
age or any form of weakness. Also it is more 
ingrained in man's nature than Prodigality; the 
mass of mankind are avaricious rather than open-

38 handed. Moreover Meanness is a far-reaching vice, 
and one of varied aspect : it appears to take several 
shapes. For as it consists in two things, deficiency 
in giving and excess in getting, it is not found in its 
entirety in every case, but sometimes the two forms 
occur separately, some men going too far in getting, 

39 while others_ fall short in giving. The characters 
described by such names as niggardly, close-fisted, 
and stingy all fall short in giving, but they do not 
covet the goods of other~ nor wish to take them. 
With some of them this is due to an honourable 
motive of a sort, namely a shrinking from base 
_conduct-since some persons are thought, or at all 
events profess, to be careful of their money because 
they wish to avoid being forced at some time or 
other to do something base ; to this class belong 
the skinflint a and similar characters, who get their 
names from an excessive reluctance to give. But 
some keep their hands off their neighbours' goods 
from fear; they calculate that it is not easy to take 
what belongs to others without others taking what 
belongs to oneself, and so they ' prefer (as they say) 

• ~evp.LvoTrplcrT1JS means literally 'one who saws cummin
aeed in half. • 
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J-1-EL~OV T€ yap ~aT£ J<aKOV T?JS aawrlas, Kat 15 
""'\\ ) \ I f I '' \ \ 

JLa,\1\0V E1Tt raVTYJV aJLapravovatv r; Ka-ra TYJV 
\ (} ..-. ) I \ \ 1' 'i\ () I 45 /\EX Etaav aawrtaV. 'lTEpt f-LEV OVV € EV EptOTY)TOS 

\ ""' ' I ,.. ""' ) ) I f) 
Kat TWV aVT£K€tJLEVWV KUK£WV 'T'OaaVT ELp'Y)a W. 

1 Kara J'-'Kpa Asp.: Kara p.tKpov pr. Kbl\t1h, Kal Ta p.tKpa corr. 
KbLbr. 

1 [o€] ed. 
s o om. Kb, Kat o Xno-r~s om. (ut vidctur) Asp.: fort. et 

haec et illud secludenda ed. 
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NICOMACHEAN E1'HICS, IV. i. 40--43 

40 neither to take nor to give.' The other sort of people 
are those who exceed in respect of getting, taking 
from every source and all they can ; such are those 
who follow degrading trades, brothel-keepers and 
all people of that sort, and petty usurers who lend 
money in small sums at a high rate of interest ; all 
these take from wrong sources, and more than their 

4:1 due. The common characteristic of all these seems 
to be sordid greed, since they all endure reproach 

42 for gain, and for a srnall gain. Those who make 
improper gains fron1 improper sources on a great 
scale, for instance princes 'vho sack cities and rob 
temples, are not termed mean, but rather wicked 

43 or impious or unjust. But the dicer and the foot
pad or brigand are to be classed as mean, as showing 
sordid greed, for both ply their trade and endure 
reproach for gain, the robber risking his life for 
plunder, and the dicer making gain out of his friends, 
to 'vhom one ought to ·give ; hence both are guilty 
of sordid greed, trying as they do to get gain from 
wrong sources. And all similar modes of getting 
wealth are mean for the san1e reasons. 

44 Meanness is naturally spoken of as the opposite 
of Liberality ; for not only is it a greater evil than 
Prodigality, but also men more often err on the 
side of lVIeanness than on that of Prodigality as we 
defined it.a 

45 Let this suffice as an account of Liberality and of 
the vices which are opposed to it. 

• See 11. 
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fi !iO,Et.E 8' av aK6Aov{)ov Elva£ Ka~ 'TTEp~ P,E')'ai\o• 

wpETTElas 8t.EA8eiv· 8oKei yap Ka! atYrr/ 'TTEpl 
I I ' \ 1' ' tl ~' f ,, 

XP'YJJLaTa TIS apET"f} Etva£. ovx waTTEP o '¥} EI\EV- 10 
8 I ~ I \ I \ ' I 

eptOT'YJS otaTELV€£ TTEP£ Traaas Tas EV XPYJJLaa' 
1/:. '\\\ \ \ ~ \ I ' 

wpasE£S, a/\1\a 'TTEpt Tas oaTTav'Y)pas JLOVov • Ell 
I 2 ~) ~ I ""' '\ (} I I() 

'TOVTO£S o V1TEPEX€£ TTJ~ E/\EV EptOT'Y)TOS /LEYE E,. 
(} I \ '' ' \ f I ' Ka a'TTEp yap TOVVO/La aVTO V1TOU"f}/La£VE£, EV 

I(} I ~ I ) I \ ~\ I () 2 JLEYE Et TTPE1TOVaa oaTTaV'Y} eaT tV. To oE JLE')'E os 
I '\ \ ''~I I 

'11'pos T£ • ov yap To avTo oa1TaV'Y)JLa Tpt'Y)papx<p 
\ ' (} ,... \ I ~\ \ ' I \ 8 Ka£ apxt €Wpcp. TO '1Tp€1TOV O"f} 11pOS aVTOV, Kat, 25 

' 1' \ \ tl 3 t ~' ' ,.. ,, ' I 
EV l.p Kat 1T€pt 0. 0 0 EV JLU<pOtS "f} EV JLETptOt,S 

) '/:.1 ~ """ ' \I \ I 
KaT as tav oa1ravwv ov 1\EYETa£ ILEYai\O'ITperrT)s, 

f' \" \\1 ~I ,,1, ,,,, f' 
OLOV TO 'TTOIV\aK£ OOUKOV ai\T)T'[J • a/\1\ 0 EJ1 

I\ •1 4 f \ \ \ \ ' ' p,eyai\O£S OVTWS. 0 JLEV yap JLEYUI\01Tp€'TT'¥}S E/\EV• 

8 I f ~) '\ (} I 'f)\ ,... \ \ \ I 
eptOS, 0 o €/\EV Ept.OS OV EV jLU/\1\0V JLEyai\O'TTpE'rtT)S. 
,... I ~' •11:. f \ "\\ 9 J, I 4: T'¥}S TOtaVT'Y]S o EsEWS ?') JLEV €1\1\€£'-rtS jLtKp07Tp€'1TEta 81 

' \ "' f ~) f Q \ \ Q I \ ' \I 
Kai\ELTat, ?') o V1TEPJJOI\'¥} t-Javavata Kat a'TTEtpoKal\ta 

\ tl .... • ' f Q 1\' """ I() Kat oaa£ TOtaVTa£, OVX V1TEpfJai\I\OVUa£ Tl.p JLEYE E' 
\ (\ ~ A ,, \) ) f" ' ~ A \ f ) ~ A ' 

WEpt a OEt, a(\1\ EV OIS OV O€t Kat WS OV OEt 1\af£• 
If!. I •1 ~\ f \ 5 ) ""' ) """ f 
u 1TpVVO/LEVa£ • VUTEpov 0€ V'ITEp aVTWV EpOVJLEV • 0 

1 afJr?'] Coraes, a(Jr1} codd. 
I raurats P ed. 
I lL rAsp., a (tcal ws> Thurot. 
• olJrws Mb: ouros (TotouTos ? Richards). 
I irrr€p : 'Tl"Epi Qb. 

a p.E-yaXoTrpETrEta denotes Munificence of a magnificent 
kind, the spending of money on a grand scale from the 
motive of public spirit. In discussing it Aristotle is thinking 
especially of the ·~ .. :nrovp'Ylat or public services discharged 
at Athens, and in other Greek cities, by wealthy individuals ; 
such as the refitting of a naval trireme, the equipment of 
a dramatic chorus, and the defraying of the cost of a 0Ewpla, 
or delegation representing the State at one of the great 
Hellenic festivals. The word literally means ' great con-
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NIOOMAOHEAN ETHICS, IV. ii. 1-4 

ii Next it would seem proper to discuss Magnificence, a Magntft. 
~ h. 1 b . d . h cence or 10r t IS a so appears to e a virtue concerne Wit MunHl· 

wealth. It does not however, like Liberality, extend cence. 

to all actions dealing with wealth, but only refers to 
the spending of wealth; and in this sphere it sur-
passes Liberality in point of magnitude, for, as its 
name itself implies, it consists in suitable expenditure 
on a great scale. 

2 But this greatness of scale is relative. An amount 
of outlay that would be great for a person fitting 
out a galley for the navy would not be great for 

8 one equipping a state pilgrimage. The suitability 
of the expenditure therefore is relative to the 
spender himself, and to the occasion or object. At 
the same time the term magnificent is not applied 
to one who spends adequate sums on objects of only 
small or moderate importance, like the man who 
said ' Oft gave I alms to homeless wayfarers ' b ; 

it denotes someone who spends suitably on great 
objects. For though the magnificent man is liberal, 
the liberal man is not necessarily magnificent. 

' The defect corresponding to the magnificent dis
position is called Paltriness, and the excess Vul
garity, Want of Taste or the like. The latter vices 
do not exceed by spending too great an amount on 
proper objects, but by making a great display on 
the wrong occasions and in the wrong way. We 
will however speak of them later. c 

spicuousness ' or splendour, but in eliciting its connotation 
Aristotle brings in another meaning of the verb 1rpe1rEtv, 
viz. 'to be fitting,' and takes the noun to signify 'suit
ability on a great scale ' ; and also he feels that the element 
' great ' denotes grandeur as well as mere magnitude. 

" Odyssey, xvii. 420; said by Odysseus pretending to be a 
beggar who formerly was well-to-do. c §§ 20-22. 
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OE JLE/'ai\01Tpe1T'Y}S E7Tf.,GTTJf-tOVL EOtKEV• TO 7Tp€7TOV 

yap ovvaTat, 8Ewpfjaa£ Kat Oa7Tavfjaa£ J-tEyaAa 35 

e EJLJ-LEAWS. (wa7TEp yup €v apxfj E'l7TOJ-tEVI ~ €tts 112 
A , I f 'Y ' 1' ' ' ) ~ ~' Tats EVEpyetatS optf:,ETa£1 Kat WV EUTLV. at UYJ 
""" \ """ ~ I 1\ \ 1 

'TOV JLEyai\07TpE7TOVS oa1TaVat jkEyal\at Kat 7TpE-
.... ~ ' ' ' ,, fl \ ,, 

1TOVGa£. TO£aVTa OTJ Kat, Ta epya • OVTW yap EG'Ta£ 
I ~ I \ I """ J/ 1 fl \ 

jkEya oa'ITaVTjJLa Ka£ 7TpE1TOV Tlp epycp. WGTE TO 
\ Jl """ ~ I "/: ~ A 1' \ ~\ 

jkEV epyov TTJS oa7TaVTJS a~tOV OE£ €£Vat, TTJV OE 5 
~ I """ Jl "' \ ~ [3'\\ ~ 7 oa1TaVT}V TOV epyov, '1} Kat V1TEp UI\1\ELV. oa-

' ~\ ' .... f \ \ ..... ' .... 7TaVYJGE£ OE Ta TOtaVTa 0 ftEyai\01TpE7TTJS 'TOV Kai\OV 
f/ ' ' .... .... ' ..... ' , 8 El'EKa• KOt,VOV yap TOV'TO TaLS ape'Tats. Kat ET' 
~~~ ' .... f \ ' Q \ ' 

YJOEWS KU£ 7TpOE'Tt,KWS• 'Y} yap aKpttJOI\Oyta jktKpo• 
I \ """ I\\ \ ~ I 9 7Tp€7TES. Ka£ 7TWS Ka/\1\LG'TOV Kat 1TpE1TWVEG'Ta'TOV 

'./, ' "' """\ \ "' I \ ""' '\ 1 UKE'rat'T av jka/\1\0V 7J 7TOGOV Ka£ 7TWS €1\aXLG'TOV. lO 

10 avayKatOV 0~2 
Ka! JAev8€ptov TOV jkEyaAonpE1T~ 

1' \ \ f • '\ 8 I ~ I C\ ~ ""' \ 
ELVat• Kat yap 0 E/\EV EptOS oa1TaVYJGE£ a OE£ Kat, 

f ~ ""' ' I ~\ \ II I , """ H \ 
WS oet• EV 'TOVTOlS OE TO jkEya TOV JLEyai\O• 

"" , f' I 8 \ ""' 3 """ '\ 
7rpE7TOVS, otov J-tEYE os 1 'TTEpt TavTa TYJS EI\EV-

() 
I Jl ' \ ' \ "" Jl ~ I EptO'TYJTOS OVGTJS. Ka£ a7TO TYJS. tUT]S oa7TUV'Y)S 

\ J/ I __ \ I ' \ t 
TO epyov 'TTOtYjGEI. ftEYai\01Tp€7T€GTEpov· OV yap 'YJ 
''' \ I \ J/ """ \ \ aVTTJ apETTJ KTTJJ-taTOS Kat epyov" K'TTJJ-la jkEV yap 15 
\ \ I "/: I 1' 1 Jl 

TO 7TI\€LG'TOV a~ £0V T£fL£WTa'TOV 1 OLOV XPVGOS, epyov 
~\ \ I \ \I ( """ \ I f 8 I 
oE TO J.LEya Kat KUI\OV 'TOV yap 'TOLOV'TOV '¥} EWpta 

1 T~ lp")'Cf! sec]udendum ? ed. I 0~ r. 
• raora corr. Kb. 4 l>v 'Vilson. 

• Of. u. i. 7 fin., ii. 8. 
b These words are better omitted : ' suitable to the occa-

sion ' seems to be meant. c See note on § 1. 
tJ Sc. than the vulgar man or the shabby man. 
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NICO~lACliEAN ETfiiCS, IV. ii. 5-IO 

1 The magnificent n1an is an artist in expenditure : 
he can discern ~·hat is suitable, and spend great sums 

6 with good taste. (F'or as we said at the outset,a a 
disposition is defined by the activities in which it is 
displayed, and by the objects to which it is related.) 
So the magnificent man's expenditure is suitable as 
well as great. And consequently the objects he 
produces must also be great and suitable ; for so 
only will a great expenditure be suitable [to the 
result b] as well. Hence, as the object produced 
n1ust be worthy of the expenditure, so also must 
the expenditure be worthy ot or even exceed the 

7 object produced. Again, the motive of the muni
ficent man in such expenditure will be the nobility 
of the action, this motive being characteristic of 

s all the virtues. Moreover he will spend gladly 
and lavishly, since nice calculation is shabby; and 

9 he will think how he can carry out his project 
most nobly and splendidly, rather than how much 
it 'vill cost and how it can be done most cheaply. 

10 The magnificent man will therefore necessarily be 
also a liberal man. For the liberal man too will 
spend the right amount in the right manner ; and 
it is in the amount and manner of his expenditure 
that the element ' great ' in the magnificent or 
'greatly splendid ' c man, that is to say his great
ness, is sho~rn, these being the things in ~rhich 
Liberality is displayed. And the Inagnificent n1an 
fron1 an equal outlay will achieve a more rnagnificent 
result 4 ; for the same standard of excellence does 
not apply to an achieven1ent as to a possession : with 
possessions the thing 'vorth the highest price is the 
most honoured, for instance gold, but the achieve
ment most honoured is one that is great and noble 
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8 , ' ~' \ ' 8 , ) \ avp,a(JT'Y], TO OE p,eya/\07TpE7TES avp,aCT'TOV • ICQ,r, 

, ,, ' ' r.. ' I Jl ' 10 EO'TtV epyov aper'Y} LPeyai\07TpE7TEta £V p,eye e,. 
11 tl ~ \ """' ~ I 1' \ I \ I 
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\ (} 1 t 1 ~ \ \ \2 """ \ ~ I 
Kat vatat, op,otws oe Kat TTEpt 7Tav To oat~-tovtov, 

\ fJ \ \ \ ',/... \ I I ' 'f 
Kat oaa 7TpOS TO KO£VOV EV'f'£1\0TLJLT)Ta EUT£V, OLOV 

E:t 'TTOV XOPYJYELV oiovTat. oe'Lv AaJ..tTTpws 1} Tpt/fJ.P .. 

12 apxe'Lv ~ Kat EUTt.av T~V 'lTOAt.V. EV a TraGI. o', cfJa--
J1 \ \ \ I ' ,/.. I wep et.pY]Tat, Kat 1rpos Tov 1rpaTTOVTa ava'f'epeTat, 

\ 1 ,, \ I t I )f 1:, \ ~ "' 
TO TLS WV Kat TLVWV V7TapxovTWV • a 5 ta yap 0€£ 25 

I 1' \ \ I """ J1 '\\\ \ "' 
'TOVTWV EtVat, Kat. ft'Y} J..tOVOV Tlf? epy<p a/\1\a Ka£ Tq_J 

"' I ~\ I \ ' " J/ 13 7T0£0VVT£ 7Tp€7TELV. 0£0 'Tl'EVYJS jl,EV OVK av El/1} 

JLEyaAo7Tp€7T~S. ov yap EGTt.V a~, lDV ?TOAAd 

~ I I t ~' ' """ '\ '(} oaTTaVT)aEt 7TperrovTws· o a ETTt.XEt.pwv 'Y}I\t tos• 
\ \ '(;I \ \ \ ~I t ' \ ~\ 

wapa TYJV a~.Lav yap Ka£ To oeov, KaT apETYJV o€ 

14: 'TO opOws. 7TpE7TEL 0~ [ Ka~ ] 3 ofs Td. 'TOt.aiha 80 

wpoil7Tapxet s,' aVTWV ~ Ota TWV 7Tpoy6vwv ~ wv 
'""' I \ ""' ' I \ "'' aVTOtS ftETEUTt.V, Ka£ 'TO IS EVYEVEU£ Ka£ TO£S EV• 

~11:, \ tl "' I \ """ I (} 
aosots Kat oaa TotavTa • 7TavTa yap TavTa p,eye os 
, ' '(;1 1\ ' "' .... f 15 EXE" Ka£ a~ t.wp,a. p,al\taTa J.LEV ovv TOt.OVTOS o 

\ \ \' ""' I ~ I 
p.,eyai\07TperriJS KaL EV TOLS TOtOVTOt.S oa1TaV1JJ.LaUtV 
f \ I t/ J/ (,I \ \ 

'1J J.LEYU/\01Tp€7T€ta, WG7T€p EtpT)Tat VNEYt.CTTa yap Kat 85 
' I ) "' ~ \ '~ I t/ ' I 1:, I 
~VTtJ.LOTaTa • 'TWV 0€ LOLWV oaa Et.aaTTa~ ')'tVETat1 112 

I (J.te')'a.A07rpE7r€La.] Muretus : ante aper1] Lb. 
• 1repl pr. Kb : IJcra. 1repl. 1 Bywater. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, IV. ii. 10-1& 

(since a great achievement arouses the admiration 
of the spectator, and the quality of causing ad
miration belongs to magnificence) ; and excellence 

11 in an achieve1nent involves greatness. Now there 
are some forms of expenditure definitely entitled 
honourable, for instance expenditure on the service 
of the gods- votive offerings, pub lie buildings, 
sacrifices-and the offices of religion generally ; and 
those public benefactions which are favourite objects 
of ambition, for instance the duty, as it is esteemed 
in certain states, of equipping a chorus splendidly 
or fitting out a ship of war, or even of giving a 

12 banquet to the public. But in all these matters, as 
has been said, the scale of expenditure must be 
judged with reference to the person spending, that 
is, to his position and his resources ; for expenditure 
should be proportionate to means, and suitable not 

13 only to the· occasion but to the giver. Hence a poor 
man cannot be magnificent, since he has not the 
means to make a great outlay suitably ; the poor 
man who attempts Magnificence is foolish, for he 
spends out of proportion to his means, and beyond 
what he ought, whereas an act displays virtue only 

1' when it is done in the right way. But great public 
benefactions are suitable for those who have adequate 
resources derived from their own exertions or from 
their ancestors or connexions, and for the high-born 
and famous and the like, since birth, fame and so 
on all have an element of greatness and distinc-

15 tion. The magnificent man therefore i.s especially 
of this sort, and Magnificence mostly finds an out
let in these public benefactions, as we have said, 
since these are the greatest forms of expenditure 
and the ones most honoured. But Magnificence is 
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f" I \ tl ,.... \ ' I '"" 
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' f ....,. \ I,/.. ) \ ' \1 ,... ~ I 
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f \\1 )f \ I ~ ,..~I 

'Y) Kal\1\t.UT'Y) EXE£ JLE')lal\o1TpE1TEtav natoLKOV owpov, 16 

f ~\ I \ \ \ ' \ '0 ) ~ \ 19 'Y) O€ TOVTOV TtJ-t'Y) fl.,tKpov Kat aV€1\EV Epov , ota 
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V'Y)JLaTOS. 

20 TotovTos JLEV oi5v o JLEyaAo1TpE1T~S • o 8' V1TEp· 

1 bre! Asp., Felicianus : brL 
1 p.e"'fa"'Ao7rpe7r€a-rarov <a1r "'Aws) Bywater. 
1 P,E"'fa.Xorpe7rfS ? Richards. 
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NIC0~1ACHEAN ETHICS, IV. ii. 15-20 

!; 
" also shown on those private occasions for expenditure 
~ which only happen once, for instance, a wedding or 
t the like, and 'vhich arouse the interest of the general 

public, or of people of position ; and also in 'velcom
ing foreign guests and in celebrating their departure, 
and in the complimentary interchange of presents ; 
for the magnificent man does not spend money on 

t himself but on public objects, and his gifts have some 
16 resemblance to votive offerings.;_f It is also character

istic of the magnificent man to furnish his house in a 
·~ manner suitable to his 'vealth, since a fine house is 
* a sort of distinction ; and to prefer spending on 

permanent objects, because these are the most 
17 noble ; and to spend an amount that is appropriate 

to the particular occasion, for the same gifts are not 
suitable for the gods and for men, and the same 

~· expenditure is not appropriate to a sacrifice and a 
funeral. In ·fact, inasmuch as the greatness of any 
form of expenditure varies with its particular kind, 
and, although the most magnificent expenditure 
absolutely is great expenditure on a great object, 
the most magnificent in a particular case is the 

· 18 amount that is great in that case, and since the 
greatness of the result achieved is not the same as 
the greatness of the expenditure (for the finest ball 

~ or oil-flask does not cost much or involve a very 
liberal outlay, though it makes a magnificent present 

, 19 in the case of a child), it follows that it is the mark of 
, the magnificent man, in expenditure of whatever 

kind, to produce a n1agnificent result (for that is a 
standard not easily exceeded), and a 1·esult propor
tionate to the cost . 

. 20 Such then is the character of the magnificent Vulgarity. 

man. His counterpart on the side of excess, the 
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1" I ' \ ' I~ t ' ,/... I ~ \ \ atn"at KaKLat, OV JL7JV OVEL01J ')' E'TI't'f'EpOVUt, ota TO 

p,1}Te {3AafJepat Tip '1TEAas eivat J-L~TE i\tav ciax~
JLOVes. 

iii f H ~ \ i\ ./, I \ I\ \ \ ' "" 
OE p,eya. O'rVX£« 'TI'Ept JLE'Yal\a }LEV Kat, E'K 'TOV 

' I '' 1' \ "" ~) ' \ "" OVOJL«TOS EOtKEV ELVat, 'TI'Ept 'lTOLa 0 EO'Tt, 1TpWTOV 85 

2 Aa/3WJ.LEV. Cnacf>/.pet S' ov8€v T~V €g,v ~ TbV KaTd. 11231 
3 T~V ;_g,v UK07TELV. 8oKEL 0~4 JLEyaA6iflvxos elvar, 0 

1 Meyapo£ By,vater: Me")'apol pr. Kb, p.E")'ape'is vulg. 
• Ta ToLaura Kb. 
• 'lrOLV <7rot1}UEL) ? Richards. ' a.q Bywater : o~. 

• In the earlier scenes of the comedies of Aristophanes, the 
chorus appear in character as charcoal-burners, cavalrymen, 
wasps, clouds, etc., and take part in the action of the play 
as such. They seem to have stripped off their outer dress for 
the Parabasis, or interlude, in which they address the 
audience on behalf of the author (.A.ch. 627, Pa~ 730). In 
the later scenes they tend to fall more into the position of 
spectators, like the chorus of tragedl ; and the flay usually 
ends with something in the nature o a triumpha procession, 
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vulgar man, exceeds, as has been said, by spending 
beyond what is right. He spends a great deal and 
makes a tasteless display on unimportant occasions z 
for instance, he gives a dinner to his club on the 
scale of a wedding banquet, and -when equipping a 
chorus at the comedies he brings it on in purple 
at its first entrance, as is done at Megara.a More
over, he does all this not from a noble motive but 
to show off his wealth, and with the idea that this 
sort of thing makes people admire him ; and he 
spends little where he ought to spend much and 

21 much where he ought to spend little. The paltry Paltrineu. 
man on the other hand will err on the side of 
deficiency in everything ; even when he is spending 
a great deal, he will spoil the effect for a trifle, 
and by hesitating at every stage and considering 
how he can spend least, and even so grudging what 
he spends and always thinking he is doing things 

22 on a greater scale than is necessary. These dis
positions then are vices, but they do not bring 
serious discredit, since they are not injurious to 
others, nor are they excessively unseemly. 

iii Greatness of Soul, b as the word itself implies, Greatness 
seems to be related to great objects ; let us first of Soul. 

2 ascertain what sort of objects these are. It will 
make no difference whether we examine the quality 
itself or the person that displays the quality. 

I Now a person is thought to be great-souled if he 

when purple robes (like the scarlet worn by the chorus at the 
end of the Eumenides of Aeschylus) would not be inappro
priate, as they would be in the opening scenes. M egarian 
comedy is elsewhere associated with coarse buffoonery. 

b p.e-ya"'A.otf;vxla, magnanimitas, means lofty pride and 
self-esteem rather than magnanimity or high-mindedness 
(in the modern sense of the word). 
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1 81] pr. Kb: o€ o7], 1 .q "'fap S usemihl. 

a The term xavvos does not apply to a man who deserves 
much but clahns even more, nor to one who claims little 
but deserves even less. 

b 0 f. n. vi. 17. 
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claims much and deserves much ; he who claims 
much without deserving it is foolish, but no one of 
moral excellence is foolish or senseless. The great-

' souled man is then as we have described. He who 
deserves little and claims little is modest or temper-

5 ate, but not great-souled, since to be great-souled 
involves greatness just as handsomeness involves 
size : small people may be neat and well-made, but 

6 not handsome. He that claims much but does not 
deserve much is vain ; though not everybody '\vho 

7 claims more than he deserves is vain.a He that 
claims less than he deserves is small-souled, whether 
his deserts be great or only moderate, or even 
though he deserves little, if he claims still less. 
The most small-souled of all would seem to be the 
man who claims less than he deserves when his 
deserts are great ; for what would he have done had 
he not deserved so much? 

8 Though therefore in regard. to the greatness of 
his claim the great-souled man is an extreme,b by 
reason of its rightness he stands at the mean point, 
for he claims what he deserves ; while the vain 
and the small-souled err by excess and defect re
spectively. 

9 If then the great-souled man claims and is wortl1y 
of great things and most of all the greatest things, 
Greatness of Soul must be concerned with some one 

10 object especially. 'Worthy' is a term of relation : it 
denotes having a claim to goods external to oneself. 
Now the greatest external good we should assume 
to be the thing which we offer as a tribute to the 
gods, and which is most coveted by men of high 
station, and is the prize awarded for the noblest 
deeds; and such a thing is honour, for honour is 
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~ ~, ' .... I \ ... ,/.. I , 
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't\ f \l,.f, ' ' (J' ,, , , ~, ,, 
av 0 ftE'Yai\O'f'VXOS P.,'Y) aya OS WV. OVK EL'Y) o av 
'~' .... ''i:. ,I. .... , ,, ... ' .... ' 1'(J\ OVOE Ttft'Y)S a~ tOS "raVI\OS WV. T'Y)S apeTT)S yap a 1\0V 85 

16 t I \ ' I "" ' (J ""' 'I \ TJ T£P.,'Y), Kat, ~1TOVEJ.LETat, TOLS aya OtS. EO£KE J.I..EV 1124 
1 OlJ1-. secl. Bywater. 2 o6~etev o' Lb. 8 <av> Turnebus. 
~ i ed. (? ')'OVP app.6t"H, Vel -yap app.6t'eL): r' • 
I 7rapa6ELOVTL ? Richards. 6 ovoe OL<fJK€LP ignotus. 
7 "Y' add. Kb. 

• §§ 12, 13 should properly follow § 8. 
• That is, the small-souled man claims less than he 

deserves and less than the great-souled man deserves and 
claims ; the vain man claims more than he deserves, but 
not more than the great-souled man deserves and claims. 

0 Literally 'fleeing swinging his arms at his side,' i.8. 
deficient in the virtue of Courage. If this be the meanings 
the phrase recalls by contrast the leisurely retirement of 
Socrates from the stricken field of Delium (Plato, Symposium, 
221 A). But the words have been taken with what follows, 
as illustrating the lack of Justice or Honesty, and the whole 
translated either 'outstripping an opponent in a race by 
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clearly the greatest of external goods. Therefore 
the great-souled man is he who has the right dis-

11 position in relation to honours and disgraces. And 
even without argument it is evident that honour 
is the object with which the great-souled are con
cerned, since it is honour above all else which great 
men claim and deserve. 

12 The small-souled man a falls short both as judged by 
his own deserts and in comparison with the claim of 

13 the great-souled man ; the vain man on the other 
hand exceeds as judged by his own standard, but 
does not however exceed the great-souled man." 

14 And inasmuch as the great-souled man deserves 
most, he must be the best of men ; for the better 
a man is the more he deserves, and he that is best 
deserves most. Therefore the truly great-souled 
man must be a good man. Indeed greatness in each 
of the virtues would seem to go with greatness of 

· 15 soul. For instance, one cannot imagine the great
souled man running at full speed when retreating in 
battle,C nor acting dishonestly ; since what motive for 
base> conduct has a man to whom nothing is great d ? 
Considering all the virtues in turn, we shall feel it 
quite ridiculous to picture the great-souled man as 
other than a good man. Moreover, if he were bad, 
he would not be worthy of honour, since honour is 
the prize of virtue, and the tribute that we pay to 

·16 the good. Greatness of Soul seems therefore to 

flinging the arms backward [which was considered unsports
manlike], nor fouling.' or else ' being prosecuted on a charge 
of blac:Kmailing, nor cheating in business.' Emendation 
would give a buried verse-quotation, ' To swing his arms in 
flight, nor in pursuit.' 

a i.e., nothing is of much value in his eyes ( cf. §§ 30, 34 ), 
so that gain, which is a motive to dishonesty with others, is 
no temptation to him. 
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1 [ws] Ramsauer. 

a An echo of a line of Simonides, avop' a-ya.Oov p.€v aA.aOewt 
'YEveCJeaL xaA.Errov, cf. I. x. 11 note. 

" The Ms. reading gives ' For even honour he does not 
feel to be of the greatest importance.' 
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be as it \Vere a crowning ornament of the virtues s 
it enhances their greatness, and it cannot txist 
without them. Hence it is hard to be truly great
souled,a for greatness of soul is impossible without 
moral nobility. 

17 Honour and dishonour then are the objects with 
which the great-souled man is especially concerned. 
Great honours accorded by persons of worth will 
afford him pleasure in a moderate degree : he will 
feel he is receiving only what belongs to him, or 
even less, for no honour can be adequate to the 
merits of perfect virtue, yet all the same he will 
deign to accept their honours, because they have 
no greater tribute to offer him. Honour rendered 
by common people and on trivial grounds he will 
utterly despise, for this is not what he merits. He 
will also despise dishonour, for no dishonour can 

18 justly attach· to him. The great-souled rnan then, 
as has been said, is especially concerned with honour ; 
but he will also observe due measure in respect to 
wealth, power, and good and bad fortune in general, 
as they may befall him; he will not rejoice over
much in prosperity, nor grieve overmuch at adversity. 
For he does not care much even about honour, which 
is the greatest of external goods b (since power and 
wealth are desirable only for the honour they bring, 
at least their possessors wish to be honoured for 
their sake) ; he therefore to whom even honour is 
a small thing will be indifferent to other things as 
well. Hence great-souled men are thought to be 
haughty. 

19 But it is thought that the gifts of fortune also 
· .. conduce to greatness of soul ; for the high-born 

and those who are powerful or wealthy are esteemed 
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worthy of honour, because they are superior to their 
fellows, and that which is superior in something good 
is always held in higher honour ; so that even these 
gifts of fortune make men more great-souled, because 

20 their possessors are honoured by some people. But 
in reality only the good man ought to be honoured, 
although he that has both virtue and fortune is 
esteemed still more worthy of honour ; whereas 
those who possess the goods of fortune without 
virtue are not justified in claiming high worth, and 
cannot correctly be styled great-souled, since true 
worth and greatness of soul cannot exist without 

21 complete virtue. It is true that even those who 
merely possess the goods of fortune may be haughty 
and insolent ; because without virtue it is not easy 
to bear good fortune becomingly, and such men, 
being unable to carry their prosperity, and thinking 
themselves s·uperior to the rest of mankind, despise 
other people, although their own conduct is no better 
than another's. The fact is that they try to imitate 
the great-souled man without being really like him, 
and only copy him in what they can, reproducing 
his contempt for others but not his virtuous conduct. 

22 For the great-souled man is justified in despising 
other people-his estimates are correct ; but most 
proud men have no good ground for their pride. 

23 The great-souled man does not run into danger 
for trifling reasons, and is not a lover of danger, 
because there are few things he values ; but he will 
face danger in a great cause, and when so doing 
will be ready to sacrifice his life, since he holds that 
life is not worth having at every price. 

!4 He is fond of conferring benefits, but ashamed to 
receive them, because the former is a mark of 
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vulg. 

• o~ Bywater : ot>s ( w11 Asp.). 
4 fJovXovraL ? ed. 
6 hr' Kb: iv. 

cpavepop.lo-'1] pr. l{b, cpavep6/hL(J'OJ1 
8 ap.EAELV pr. Kb. 

0 An incorrect recollection of Iliad, i. 893 ff., 503 f. ; there 
Achilles says that his mother has often reminded Zeus how 
she rescued him when the other gods ·wished to put him in 
chains ; and Thetis goes to Zeus and reminds him of her 
services in general terms. 

• The reference is uncertain. 
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superiority and the latter of inferiority. He returns 
a service done to him \vith interest, since this will 
put the original benefactor into his debt in turn, 

25 and make hjm the party benefited. The great
souled are thought to have a good memory for any 
benefit they have conferred, but a bad memory for 
those which they have received (since the recipient 
of a benefit is the inferior of his benefactor, whereas 
they desire to be superior); and to enjoy being 
ren1inded of the former but to dislike being reminded 
of the latter : this is why the poet n1akes Thetis a 

not specify her services to Zeus ; nor did the Spartans 
treating \vith the Athenians b recall the occasions 
when Sparta had aided Athens, but those on which 
Athens had aided Sparta. 

26 It is also characteristic of the great-souled man 
never to ask help from others, or only with reluctance, 
but to render aid willingly ; and to be haughty 
to,vards men of position and f.ortune, but courteous 
to\vards those of moderate station, because it is 
difficult and distinguished to be superior to the great, 
but easy to outdo the lowly, and to adopt a high 
manner with the former is not ill-bred, but it is 
vulgar to lord it over humble people : it is like 

27 putting forth one's strength against the weak. He 
1 will not compete for the cornmon objects of ambition, 

or go where other people take the first place ; 
and he will be idle and slow to act, except \vhen 
pursuing some high honour or achievement ; and 

1 will not engage in many undertakings, but only 
28 in such as are important and distinguished. He 

must be open both in love and in hate, since con
. cealment shows timidity ; and care 1nore for the 

truth than for what people will think ; and speak 
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and act openly, since as he despises other men he 
is outspoken and frank, except when speaking with 
ironical self-depreciation,a as he does to common 

a 29 people. He 'vill be incapable of living at the will 
of another, un~ess a friend, since to do so is slavish, 
and hence flatterers are always servile, and humble 

30 people flatterers. He is not prone to admiration, 
since nothing is great to him. He does not bear a 
grudge, for it is not a mark of greatness of soul to 
recall things against people, especially the wrongs 
they have done you, but rather to overlook them. 

31 He is no gossip, for he will not talk either about 
himself or about another, as he neither wants to 
receive compliments nor to hear other people run 
down (nor is he lavish of praise either) ; and so he 
is not given to speaking evil himself, even of his 
enemies, except when he deliberately intends to 

82 give offence. In troubles that cannot be avoided 
or trifling mishaps he will never cry out or ask for 
help, since to do so would imply that he took them 

33 to heart. He likes to ·own beautiful and useless 
things, rather than useful things that bring in a 
return, since the former show his independence more. 

34 Other traits generally attributed to the great
souled man are a slow gait, a deep voice, and a 
deliberate utterance ; to speak in shrill tones and 
walk fast denotes an excitable and nervous tempera
ment, which does not belong to one who cares for 
few things and thinks nothing great. 

86 Such then being the Great-souled man, the corre- Smallneae 
sponding character on the side of deficiency is the of BouL 
Small-souled man, and on that of excess the Vain 
man. These also " are not thought to be actually 
vicious, since they do no harm, but rather mistaken. 
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a These \Vords seem to be interpolated. The small-souled 
man does not claim his deserts, but he may know what 
they are ; he is not charged with ignorance of self, as is 
the vain man,§ 86. 
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The small-souled man deprives himself of the good 
things that he deserves ; and his failure to claim 
good things makes it seem that he has something 
bad about him [and also that he does not know 
himself],a for (people argue), if he deserved any 
good, he would try to obtain it. Not that such 
persons are considered foolish, but rather too retiring; 
yet this estimate of them is thought to make them 
still worse, for men's an1bitions show what they are 
worth, and if they hold aloof from noble enterprises 
and pursuits, and forgo the good things of life, pre
sumably they think they are not worthy of them. 

36 The vain on the other hand are foolish persons, VanltJ. 

who are deficient in self-kno,vledge and expose 
their defect : they undertake honourable responsi
bilities of which they are not worthy, and then are 
found out. They are ostentatious in dress, manner 
and so on. - They want people to know how well 
off they are, and talk about it,b imagining that this 
will make them respected. 

37 Smallness of Soul is more opposed than Vanity to 
Greatness of Soul, being both more prevalent and 
worse. 

38 Greatness of Soul then, as we have said, is con
cerned "~ith great honours. 

iv It appears however that honour also,c as was said Prop~t: 
in the first part of this work, has a certain virtue AmbitiOn. 

conc:-erned 'vith it, which may be held to bear the 
same relation to Greatness of Soul that Liberality 
bears to Magnificence. This virtue as well as 
1 ,iberality is without the element of greatness, but 

• A variant reading is ' talk about themselves.' 
• i.e., honour as well as wealth is the object of both a major 

and a rninor virtce : see n. vii. 8. 

127 



ARISTOTLE 

~~ \ I \ \ \ ~ f) I f """ f 
a~ Ta p,eTpta Kat, ra J.LtKpa otaTt eaat.v 'Y)J.LaS ws 
~ "" fl ~) ) \ I,J, \ ~ I I I 

! oEt, • wa1Tep o ev 1\Y)\fEt Kat ooaet XPTJJLaTwv JLEO'OTTJS 
t \ \ ~ Q \ I \ )/\ \ ,/, fl \ ) 

EO'Tt Kat V7TEPJJOI\Y) 7'€ Kat €1\1\EL\ftS, OVTW Kat EV 

..... ' 'l: ' ..... ,, " ~.... ' "' ' ' 7£f.LT}S opEc,;Et TO J-Laf\1\0V TJ OEt Kat 'f)TTOV 1 Kat TO 
flf) ~ "' \ f ~ "' I \ ,/... \ I ,/, I 8 0 EV OEt Kat WS OEt. 'TOV T€ yap ~£1\0TtJLOV "rEYO• 

J.LEV ws Ka~ JLnAAov ~ Set Ka~ o8ev ov Set Ti]s TtJLi}S 10 
),/...I I ',/..\1 f )~) ) \ A 

E'Y£EJLEVOV, TOV Te a'f'ti\OTLJLOV WS OVO €7Tt 'TOtS 
\ A / ""' (} J/ ~) t/ \ 4 Kai\OIS 1TpoatpOVJLEVOV TtJLaa at,. €0'7'£ 0 07€ TOV 

cpt,A6T1,JLOV liTatVOVJLeV ws avSpd/8'Y) Kat cptA6KaAov I 
\ ~\ 'J,I...\1 ~ I \ 1,1.. fl 

'TOV OE a'f'£1\0TI,JLOV WS JLE7ptOV Kat O'W'f'pova, W0'1TEp 
\ ' .... , ,, ~ ..... \ ~' tl \ 

Ka£ EV TOtS 1TpW70lS Et1TOJLeV. OT)I\OV 0 OTt, 71'1\EOVa• 
"' """,/..\ I \ I ) )\ \ )\ 

XWS TOV 'Yti\OTOtOVTOV 1\EYO/LEVOV OVK E1Tt TO aVTO 11 
' ' ,/...1 '1 ,/... \1 ,,,, ' "' \ 

ae£ ~EpOJLEV TO ~ti\OTLJLOV, al\1\ E1TatVOVVTES fLEV 
) \ \ ""'\ \ " f \ \ I l I ~) ) \ \ ~ \ 

E7Tt, 7'0 J.La/V\OV TJ Ot 1TOIV\Ot, lflEYOVTES 0 €1Tt TO fLat\· 
\, ,, ~ "' 'J I ~' Jl ""' I f 
1\0V 'f) OEL. aVWVVJLOV o OVO"Y)S T'Y)S JLEGOTTJTOS, WS 

, I ,, , ',/.. R .... \ " ' f' ~, 
EPTJJ.LTJS eotKEV ap~~tGJJYJTEtv Ta aKpa. ev ots o 
) \ f Q \ \ \ '1\ \ ,/, \ \ I ' I 3 EO'TtV V1TEPJJOI\T) Kat EIV\Et'jJtS, Kat TO JLEUOV • ope-

'YOVTat. S€ TtJLfjs Ka~ JLnAAov ~ Set Kat ijT7ov • eGTt 20 
~ \ s \ f ~ .... ' .... ~, -;- 3 t tl{; ,, 
VTJ Kat, WS OEt • ETI'atVetTat, 0 OVV TJ €~ lS aV'TTJ1 

I 'r \ \ 'J I ,/.. I ~\ 
J.LEUOTTJS OVGa 'lTEpt, T£JLT)V aVWVVJLOS. ~atVETaL OE 

\ \ \ ,/.. \ I ',/... \ I \ ~\ \ 
'TI'pOS JLEV TTJV ~ti\OTtJLLUV a~ti\OTtJLta, 'lTpOS oe TTJV 

acpt,AOTtJLlav </>tAOTtf-Lla, 7Tpos d~-tcfo6·Tepa S€ Uftcpo• 
I '' ~ \ ""' ) 1" \ \ \ "\ \ 8 Tepa 'lTWS. EOLKE u€ TOVT ELVat Kat 'lTEpt TaS a/V\aS' 

' I 'J "' (} ~) ' ""'(}' t '' ,/... I ap€Tas· aVTLKELO' at 0 EVTUV Ot, aKpO£ ~atVOVTa£ 2l 
~\ \ \) I(J \ I 
ata TO JLTJ WVOJ-taG UL 'TOV /LEO'OV. 

1 TO Bvwater : TOP. 2 l<J'n o' OTE M• .. 
I o' ov; Kb: OVP Lbr, "fOUl/ HaNb. 

• See u. vii. 8. 
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causes us to be rightly disposed towards moderate and 
small honours as Liberality does towards moderate 

2 and small amounts of money ; and just as there is 
a mean and also excess and deficiency in getting and 
in giving money, so also it is possible to pursue honour 
more or less than is right and also to seek it from the 

3 right source and in the right way. We blame a man 
as ambitious if he seeks honour more than is right, or 
from wrong sources ; we blame him as unambitious if 
he does not care about receiving honour even on 

4: noble grounds. But at another time we praise the 
ambitious man as manly and a lover of what is noble, 
or praise the unambitious man as modest and temper
ate, as we said in the first part of this work.a The 
fact is that the expression ' fond of' so-and-so is 
ambiguous, and we do not always apply the word 
'fond of honour' (ambitious) to the same thing; 
when we use it as a term of praise, we mean ' more 
fond of honour than most 111en,' but when as a 
reproach, 'more than is right.' As the observance 
of the mean has no ·name, the two extremes 
dispute as it were for the unclaimed estate. But 
where there is excess and deficiency there must 

5 also be a mean. Now men do seek honour both 
more and less than is right ; it must therefore be 
possible also to do so rightly. It is therefore this 
nameless middle disposition in regard to honour that 
we really praise. Compared with ambition it appears 
unambitiousness, and compared 'vith unambitious
ness it appears ambition : compared with both, it 

6 appears in a sense to be both. This seems to be 
true of the other virtues also; but in the present 
case the extremes appear to be opposed only to one 
another, because the middle character has no name. 
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NICOMAOHEAN E .. fHICS, IV. v. 1-7 

v Gentleness is the observance of the mean in Gentlenelirt 

relation to anger. There is as a matter of fact~;~~
no recognized name for the mean in this respect-
indeed there can hardly be said to be names for the 
extremes either-, so we apply the word Gentleness 
to the mean though really it inclines to the side of 

2 the defect. This has no name, but the excess may 
be called a sort of Irascibility, for the emotion con
cerned is anger, though the causes producing it are 
many and various. 

3 No'v we praise a man who feels anger on the right 
grounds and against the right persons, and also in 
the right manner and at the right moment and for 
the right length of time. He may then be called 
gentle-tempered, if we take gentleness to be a 
praiseworthy quality (for ' gentle ' really denotes a 
calm temper, not led by emotion but only becoming 
angry in such a manner, for such causes and for such 

4 a length of time as principle ~ay ordain ; although 
the quality is thought rather to err on the side of 
defect, since the gentle-tempered man is not prompt 
to seek redress for injuries, but rather inclined to 
forgive them). 

5 The defect, on the other hand, call it a sort of Lack of 

Lack of Spirit or what not, is blamed ; since those Spirit. 

who do not get angry at things at which it is right 
to be angry are considered foolish, and so are those 
who do not get angry in the right manner, at the 

6 right time, and with the right people. It is thought 
that they do not feel or resent an injury, and that 
if a man is never angry he will not stand up for him
self; and it is considered servile to put up with an 
insult to oneself or suffer one's friends to be insulted. 

7 Excess also is possible in each of these ways, for 
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NIOOMACHEAN ETHICS, IV. v. 7-12 

one can be angry with the wrong people, for the Excess of 
wrong things, or more violently or more quickly ~~~~~its 
or longer than is right ; but not all these excesses forms. 

of temper are found in the same person. This would 
be impossible, since evil destroys even itself, and 
when present in its entirety becomes unbearable. 

8 There are then first the Irascible, who get angry 
quickly and with the wrong people and for the 
wrong things and too violently, but whose anger is 
soon over. This last is the best point in their char
acter, and it is due to the fact that they do not keep 
their anger in, but being quick-tempered display it 
openly by retaliating, and then have done with 

9 it. The excessively quick-tempered are Passionate ; 
they fly into a passion at everything and on all 

10 occasions : hence their name. The Bitter-tempered 
on the other hand are implacable, and remain angry 
a long time, because they keep their wrath in ; 
whereas when a man retaliates there is an end of 
the matter : the pain of resentment is replaced 
by the pleasure of obtaining redress, and so his 
anger ceases. But if they do not retaliate, men 
continue to labour under a sense of resentment-for 
as their anger is concealed no one else tries to placate 
them either, and it takes a long time to digest one's 
wrath within one. Bitterness is the most trouble
some form of bad temper both to a man himself 

11 and to his nearest friends. Those who lose their 
temper at the wrong things, and more and longer 
than they ought, and who refuse to be reconciled 
without obtaining redress or retaliating, we call 
Harsh-tempered. 

12 We consider the excess to be more opposed to 
Gentleness than the defect, because it occurs more 
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• n. ix. 7-9, a passage closely repeated here. 
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NICOMACHEAN E'ffiiCS, IV. v. 12--vi. 1 

frequently, human nature being more prone to seek 
redress than to forgive ; and because the harsh
ten1pered are worse to live with than the unduly 
placable. 

13 But what was said above a is also clear from what 
we are no'v saying ; it is not easy to define in what 
n1anner and \Vith whom and on what grounds and 
how long one ought to be angry, and up to what 
point one does right in so doing and where error 
begins. For he 'vho transgresses the lin1it only a 
little is not held blameworthy, whether he errs on 
the side of excess or defect ; in fact, 've sometimes 
praise those deficient in anger and call them gentle
tempered, and we sometimes praise those ,vho are 
harsh-tempered as manly, and fitted to command. 
It is therefore not easy to pronounce on principle 
what degree and manner of error is blameworthy, 
since this is a rna tter of the particular circurnstances, 
and judgement rests ~rith the. faculty of perception. 

14 But thus much at all events is clear, that the middle 
disposition is praiseworthy, \vhich leads us to be 
angry with the right people for the right things in 
the right manner and so on, while the various forms 
of excess and defect are blameworthy-when of 
slight extent, but little so, when greate;, more, and 
when extreme, very blameworthy indeed. It is clear 
therefore that we should strive to attain the middle 
disposition. 

15 Let this be our account of the dispositions related 
to anger. 

vi In society and the common life and intercourse of Agreeabla 

conversation and business, son1e men are considered ness. 

to be Obsequious ; these are people who com
plaisantly approve of everything and never raise 
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• At u. vii. 13 it was actually termed rpL'Xla., Friendliness. 
• Sc. by refusing to participate. 

i86 



l 
1 

I 
t 

NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, IV. vi. 1-7 

objections, but think it a duty to avoid giving pain 
2 to those with whom they come in contact. Those 

on the contrary who object to everything and do 
not care in the least what pain they cause, are called 

3 Surly or Quarrelsome. No'v it is clear that the dis
positions described are blameworthy, and that the 
middle disposition between them is praiseworthy
that is, the tendency to acquiesce in the right 
things, and likewise to disapprove of the right things, 

4: in the right manner. But to this no special name 
has been assigned, though it very closely resembles 
friendship a ; for he who exemplifies this middle dis
position is the sort of man we mean by the expres
sion ' a good friend,' only that includes an element 

G of affection. It differs from friendship in not possess
ing the emotional factor of affection for one's associ
ates ; since a man of this character takes everything 
in the right. way not from personal liking or dislike, 
but from natural amiability., He will behave with 
the same propriety towards strangers and acquaint
ances alike, towards people with whom he is familiar 
and those with whom he is not-though preserving 
the shades of distinction proper to each class, since 
it is not appropriate to show the same regard or 
disregard for the feelings of friends and of strangers. 

6 We have said then in general terms that he will 
behave in the right manner in society. We mean 
that in designing either to give pain or to contribute 
pleasure he will be guided by considerations of 

7 honour and of expediency. For he seems to be 
concerned with pleasure and pain in social inter
course. He will disapprove of pleasures in which 
it is dishonourable or harmful to himself for him to 
join, preferring to give pain b; and he will also dis-
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• See note on u. vii. 1.2. 
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NICOI\IACHEAN E'fiiiCS, IV. vi. 7-vii. 1 

approve of and refuse to acquiesce in a pleasure 
that brings any considerable discredit or harrn to 
the agent, if his opposition \vill not cause much pain. 

8 And he will comport himself differently -w·ith n1en 
of high position and with ordinary people, with 
persons more and less \Vell known to him, and 
similarly as regards other distinctions, assigning to 
each class the proper degree of deference, and, other 
things apart, preferring to join in the pleasures of 
his companions and being reluctant to give pain; 
but being guided by the consequences, that is to say, 
the effects on his and his friends' credit or interest, 
if these out,veigh the pleasure he 'vill give by com
pliance. Also he \Vill give a sn1all an1ount of pain 
at the moment for the sake of a large amount of 
pleasure in the future. 

9 Such is the middle character, although it has no Obsequfou

name. The man who ahvays joins in the pleasures ~~=~t~~;. 
of his companions, if he sets oat to be pleasant for 
no ulterior motive, is Obsequious ; if he does so for 
the sake of getting something by it in the shape 
of money or money's worth, he is a Flatterer. He 
that disapproves of everything is, as we said, Surly surliness. 
or Quarrelsome. As the mean has no name, the 
extremes appear to be opposite to each other. 

vii 1"'he observance of the mean a in relation to Boast- Sinceority a& 

f 1 h d . h l , h" regardsone's u ness as to o w1t a most t1le sa1ne t 1ngs. own merits. 
It also is without a name ; but it will be as well 
to discuss these unnamed excellences with the 
rest, since we shall the better understand the 
nature of the moral character if we examine its 
qualities one by one ; and we shall also confirm our 

. belief that the virtues are modes of observing the 
mean, if we notice how this holds good in every 
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1 [Ka.£] Imelmann. 2 K4v ? Bywater: Kal. 

• This oddly contradicts the preceding words. 
• Viz. Justice, Book V .. 
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fnstance. Now we have treated of behaviour in 
society with relation to giving pleasure and pain. 
Let us now discuss truthfulness and falsehood 
similarly displayed in word and deed, and in one's 
personal pretensions. 

2 As generally understood then, the boaster is a 
man who pretends to creditable qualities that he 
does not possess, or possesses in a lesser degree 

3 than he makes out, while conversely the self
depreciator disclaims or disparages good qualities 

4 that he does possess ; midway bet,veen them is 
the straightforward sort of man who is sincere both 
in behaviour and in speech, and admits the truth 
about his own qualifications without either exaggera-

6 tion or understatement. Each of these things 
may be done with or without an ulterior motive ; 
but when a 1nan is acting 'vithout ulterior motive, 
his words, actions, and conduct always represent 

6 his true character. a Falsehood is in itself base and 
reprehensible, and truth noble and praiseworthy; 
and similarly the sincere inan who stands between 
the two extremes is praised, and the insincere of 
both kinds are blamed, more especially the boaster. 
Let us discuss each of the two, beginning with the 
truthful man. 

7 We are speaking not of truthfulness in business 
relations, nor in matters where honesty and dishonesty 
are concerned (for these matters would come under 
a different virtue b), but of cases where a man is 
truthful both in speech and conduct when no con
siderations of honesty come in, from an habitual 

8 sincerity of disposition. Such sincerity may be 
. esteemed a moral excellence ; for the lover of truth, 
who is truthful even when nothing depends on it, will 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, IV. vii. 8-14 

a fortiori be truthful when some interest is at stake, 
since having all along avoided falsehood for its own 
sake, he will assuredly a void it when it is morally 

9 base; and this is a disposition that we praise. The 
sincere man will diverge from the truth, if at all, in 
the direction of understatement rather than exaggera
tion ; since this appears in better taste, as all excess 
is offensive. 

10 The man who pretends to more merit than he Boastful. 
possesses for no ulterior object seems, it is true, to be ness. 

a person of inferior character, since otherwise he 
would not take pleasure in falsehood ; but he appears 

11 to be more foolish than vicious. When, on the other 
hand, a man exaggerates his o"\vn merits to gain 
some object, if that object is glory or honour he is 
not very much to be blamed [as is the boaster], but 
if he boasts to get money or things that fetch money, 

12 this is more unseemly. (Boastfulness is not a matter 
of potential capacity but of deliberate purpose ; a 
man is a boaster if he has a fixed disposition to boast 
-a boastful character.) Sin1ilarly liars are divided 
into those 'vho like lying for its own sake and those 

13 who lie to get reputation or profit. Those then 
who boast for the sake of reputation pretend to 
possess such qualities as are praised and admired; 
those 'vho do so for profit pretend to accomplishments 
that are useful to their fellows and also can be 
counterfeited "\Yithout detection; for instance,a pro
ficiency in prophecy, philosophy, or medicine. Be
cause these arts have the t"\VO qualities specified 
they are the commonest fields of pretence and 
bragging. 

' 14 Self-depreciators, who understate their own merits, Self-depre
seem of a more refined character, for we feel that the ciation. 
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ca Just as boastfulness is chiefly shown in pretending to 
qualities of value. 

" Aristotle regards the cheapness and simplicity of the 
Spartans' dress as an affectation ; or perhaps the reference 
is to' Laconizers' at Athens who affected Spartan manners. 
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motive underlying this form of insincerity is not gain 
but dislike of ostentation. These also a mostly dis
own qualities held in high esteem, as Socrates used 

15 to do. Those who disclaim merely trifling or obvious 
distinctions are called affected humbugs, and are 
decidedly contemptible ; and sometimes such mock 
humility seen1s to be really boastfulness, like the 
dress of the Spartans,b for extreme negligence in 
dress, as well as excessive attention to it, has a touch 

16 of ostentation. But a moderate use of self-deprecia
tion in matters not too commonplace and obvious 
has a not ungraceful air. 

17 The boaster seems to be the opposite of the 
sincere man, because Boastfulness is worse than 
Self-depreciation . 

. viii But life also includes relaxation, and one form of Wittlneu. 
relaxation is playful conversation. Here, too, we 
feel that there is a certain standard of good taste in 
social behaviour, and a certain propriety in the sort 
of things we say and in our manner of saying them, 
and also in the sort of things we allow to be said to 
us ; and it will also concern us whether those in 
whose company we speak or to whom we listen 

2 conform to the same rules of propriety. And it is 
clear that in these matters too it is possible either 
to exceed or to fall short of the mean. 

3 Those then 'vho go to excess in ridicule are thought 
to be buffoons and vulgar fello,vs, who itch to have 
their joke at all costs, and are more concerned to 
raise a laugh than to keep within the bounds of 
decorum and avoid giving pain to the object of their 
raillery. Those on the other hand who never by any 
chance say anything funny themselves and take 
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e1 fvrparreAoL, lit. ' turning well,' nirnble-witted. 
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offence at those who do, are considered boorish and 
morose. Those who jest with good taste are called 
witty a or versatile-that is to say, full of good turns ; 
for such sallies seem to spring from the character, 
and \ve judge men's characters, like their bodies, by 

4 their movements. But as matter for ridicule is 
always ready to hand, and as most 1nen are only 
too fond of fun and raillery, even buffoons are called 
witty and pass for clever fellows ; though it is 
clear from what has been said that Wit is different, 

5 and widely different, from Buffoonery. The middle 
disposition is further characterized by the quality 
of tact, the possessor of which will say, and allow to 
be said to him, only the sort of things that are suitable 
to a virtuous man and a gentleman: since there is a 
certain propriety in \vhat such a man will say and 
hear in jest, and the jesting of a gentleman differs 
from that of. a person of servile nature, as does that 
of an educated from that of. an uneducated man. 

8 The difference may be seen by comparing the old 
and the modern comedies ; the earlier dran1atists 
found their fun in obscenity, the moderns prefer 
innuendo, which marks a great advance in decorum. 

7 Can we then define proper raillery by saying that its 
jests are never unbecoming to gentlemen, or that it 
avoids giving pain or indeed actually gives pleasure 
to its object? Or is it impossible to define anything 
so elusive ? for tastes differ as to 'vhat is offensive and 

8 what amusing. \Vhatever rule we lay down, the 
same will apply to the things that a man should allow 
to be said to him, since we feel that deeds which a 
man permits to be ascribed to him he \Vould not stop 

~at actually doing. Hence a man \vi11 dra'v the line 
at some jokes ; for raillery is a sort of vilification, and 
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Kal d1roreXei TL Ross. 
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some forms of vilification are forbidden by law; per
haps some forms of raillery ought to be prohibited also. 

10 The cultivated gentleman will therefore regulate his 
wit, and will be as it were a law to himself. 

Such then is the middle character, whether he be Buft'oonerJ, 

called ' tactful ' or ' witty.' The buffoon is one who 
cannot resist a joke ; he will not keep his tongue 
off himself or anyone else, if he can raise a laugh, 
and will say things which a man of refinement would 
never say, and some of which he would not even allow 
to be said to him. The boor is of no use in playful Boorish· 
conversation : he contributes nothing and takes ness. 

11 offence at everything ; yet relaxation and amuse
ment seem to be a necessary element in life. 

12 We have now discussed three modes of observing 
the mean in our behaviour, all of which are concerned 
with conversation or \vith common occupations of 
some sort. , They differ in that one is concerned 
with truthfulness and the othe~s 'vith being pleasant. 
Of the two that deal with pleasure, one is displayed 
in our amusements, and. the other in the general 
intercourse of life. 

ix Modesty cannot properly be described as a virtue, Modesty. 

for it seems to be a feeling rather than a disposition ; 
2 at least it is defined as a kind of fear of disrepute, and 

indeed in its effects it is akin to the fear of danger ; 
for people who are ashamed blush, while those in 
fear of their lives turn pale ; both therefore appear 
to be in a sense bodily affections, and this indicates 
a feeling rather than a disposition. 

3 The feeling of modesty is not suitable to every 
age, but only to the young. We think it proper 
for the young to be modest, because as they live by 
feeling they often err, and modesty may keep them 
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in check ; and we praise young people when they 
are rnodest, though no one would praise an older 
man for being shamefaced, since we think he ought 
not to do anything of which he need be asharned. 

· .· 4 For indeed the virtuous man does not feel shame, 
5 if shame is the feeling caused by base actions ; since 

one ought not to do base actions (the distinction 
between acts really sharneful and those reputed to 

. be so is irnn1aterial, since one ought not to do either), 
6 and so one never ought to feel sharne. Shame is a 

n1ark of a base man, and springs from a character 
capable of doing a shan1eful act. And it is absurd 
that, because a man is of such a nature that he is 
ashan1ed if he does a shameful act, he should therefore 
think hhnself virtuous, since actions to cause shame 
1nust be voluntary, but a virtuous man will never 

: 7 voluntarily do a base action. l\1odesty can only be 
virtuous conditionally-in the sense that a good rnan 
would be asharned ~f' he were to .do so and so ; but the 
virtues are not conditional. And though shameless
ness and not shrinking from shameful actions is base, 
this does not prove that to be ashamed when one 

.8 does shameful acts is virtuous-any more than Self
restraint is a virtue, and not rather a mixture of 
virtue and vice. But this \Vill be explained later.0 

Let us now speak of Justice. 

0 In Bk. vu. 
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a In what follows OLKaLOalnrq is found to possess both 
the wider meaning of Righteousness in general, covering 
all right conduct in relation to others, and the narrower 
sense of the virtue of right conduct in relation to others 
where gain or loss (whether to the agent or to other parties) 
is involved. OLI(aLO<n)v'YJ in this narrower sense is the 
special l\1oral Virtue which is the subject of Book V.; 
it would be described in English sometimes as Justice, some
times as Honesty or uprightness. The related adjectives and 
verbs have various connotations connected with the various 
meanings of otKatocrvv'YJ both in its wider and in its narrower 
usage. For instance, Ta olKa.La. means sometimes 'just 
acts ' in the English senie, sometimes any acts in conformitJ 
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BOOK V 

i IN regard to Justice a and Injustice, we have to Bk. v. The 

enquire wl1at sort of actions precisely they are con- ~~.:~s 
cerned with, in what sense Justice is the observance conc~uded: 
of a mean, and what are the extremes between which ~.~~~~:tice 

2 that which is just is a mean. Our enquiry may ~ndt.In-
~ 11 h d l" . . JUS tee, 
10 ow t e same proce ure as our precec 1ng 1nvest1ga- the~r 
tions various 

• sense& 
3 Now we observe that everybody means by Justice 

that moral disposition which renders men apt to do 
just things, and 'vhich causes them to act justly and 
to wish what is just ; and simil~rly by Injustice that 
disposition which makes men act unjustly and 'vish 
what is unjust. Let us then assume this definition 
to start with as broadly correct. 

4 The fact is that it is not the same 'vith dispositions 
as with sciences and faculties. It seems that the 

with the law, sometimes 'rights' or 'claims,' i.~., any 
consideration which by law, equity, or custom, certain 
persons have a right to expect from certain others. Or 
again aolKe'iv means not only to act unjustly, or dishonestly, 
but also to do, or have done, any wrongful injury to another, 
or any wrongful or illegal act, and so, as a legal term, to 
be guilty of a breach of the law. 

In translating however, if the connexion of all these 
various meanings in the writer's mind is to be represented, 
it seems necessary to keep the words ' justice,' ' injustice,' 

· etc., throughout, in spite of their occasional unsuitability tG 
the context. 
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1 Oarepov ••• Oar€pov r. I Kal 'h aOLKla om. ~IbQb. 
I 1] op,wvvp,la Thurot. 

• For instance, medicine studies both health and disease. 
Of. c. ix. 16. 

b i.e., it does not also mean walking larne. 
c Because a faculty or science is the sarne for opposite 

things. 
" Literally ' that which has to do with good condition ' : 

the word here slightly shifts its meaning, for just above it 
meant ' that which i~ in good condition.' 
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same faculty or science deals with opposite things 0 ; 

but a disposition or condition which produces a certain 
result does not also produce the opposite results ; 
for example, health does not give rise to unhealthy 
actions, but only to healthy ones : healthy walking 
means walking as a healthy man would walk. b 

3 Hence c sometimes the nature of one of two 
opposite dispositions is inferred from the other, some
times dispositions are known from the things in 
which they are found ; for instance, if we know what 
good bodily condition is, we know from this what 
bad condition is as well, but \Ve also know "\\-~hat good 
condition is fron1 bodies in good condition, and know 
what bodies are in good condition from knowing 
what good condition is. Thus, supposing good condi
tion is firmness of flesh, bad condition must be 
flabbiness of flesh, and a diet productive of good 
condition d must be a diet producing firmness of flesh. 

6 Also, if one of t\vo correlative groups of words is 
used in several senses, it follows as a rule that the 
other is used in several senses too : for example, if 
'just' has more than one meaning, so also has 

7' unjust' and ' Injustice.' Now it appears that the 
terms Justice and Injustice are used in several senses, 
but as their equivocal uses are closely connected, 
the equivocation is not detected ; whereas in the 
case of widely different things called by a common 
name, the equivocation is comparatively obvious : for 
example (the difference being considerable when 
it is one of external form), the equivocal use of the 
word kleis (key) to denote both the bone e at the 
base of the neck and the instrument with which 
.we lock our doors. 

• The clavicle (clavis. a key), or collar-bone. 
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1 a-q Bywater : oe. 
I 4otKos pr. Kb, o llvuros vulg. 8 Bywater. 
' oe Kal Lb. 1 lerrw V ermehren : tern. 
• post KoLvov add. Ka! 1rapavop.os • Tofiro 'Yap, 1] 1rapavop.la. 1jTo' 

.q dvter6T1]S, 7r€PLEX€L 7raerav aOLKla.v Kct~ KOLPOP eerTI, wcier1]f dBtKla.r 
Lbr. 

• The word !eros means both ' equal ' and ' equitable ' 
or' fair.' 

b Here some :Mss. add 'Also a law-breaker, for this, law
breaking or else unfairness, includes all injustice and is a 
common term for all injustice.' 
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1 Let us then ascertain in how many senses a man Legality . ·a b ' . t , N th t ' . t ' . h ld and Equal· IS Sal to e UnJUS • OW e erm UnJUS IS e ity or Fair-
to apply both to the man who breaks the law and ness. 

the man \vho takes more than his due, the unfair 4 

man. Hence it is clear that the law-abiding man 
and the fair man will both be just. 'The just' 
therefore means that which is lawful and that which 
is equal or fair, and 'the unjust • means that which 
is illegal and that which is unequal or unfair. 

1 Again, as the unjust man is one who takes the 
larger share, he will be unjust in respect of good 
things ; not all good things, but those on which good 
and bad fortune depend. These though always good 
in the absolute sense, are not always good for a 
particular person. Yet these are the goods men 
pray for and pursue, although they ought not to do 
so; they ought, while choosing the things that are 
good for them; to pray that what is good absolutely 
may also be good for them. · 

The unjust man does not however always choose 
the larger share : of things that, speaking absolutely, 
are bad he chooses the smaller share ; but neverthe-

, ·less he is thought to take n1ore than his due, because 
the lesser of two evils seems in a sense to be a good, 
and taking more than one's due means taking more 
than one's due of good. Let us call him ' unfair,' 
for that is a comprehensive term, and includes both 
taking too much of good things and too little of 
bad things. b 

tJ Again, we saw that the law-breaker is unjust and 
the law-abiding man just. It is therefore clear that 
all lawful things are just in one sense of the word, for 
what is lawful is decided by legislature, and the 
several decisions of the legislature we call rules of 
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J.LEV EU'T£ T€1\Eta, al\1\ OVX a1TI\WS Ul\1\a 7tpOS ETEpov. 

i<al. Otd. TOVTO 1TOAAaKtS Kpa-rlaTYJ TWV apErwv Elva' 
~ ~ f t::::: I. ' ''(}' tl "(}' t ,... OOKEt '¥] OtKatOaVV"f}, Kat OV EU'1T€pOS OV EWOS 

f/ f) I ' Yl 1,1,. .. 
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' t:::::' t::::: t \ \ 1(3~ ""' ' ' \ ' I I EV OE OtKatOUVVTJ UVI\1\Yj OYJV 1TUU apeTYJ V£. 80 

\ \ I 1\ ' I tl ,.. \ I ' ~ 
Kat TEI\Eta f'al\taTa apETYJ, OT£ 'TY)S T€1\ELaS apETYJS 

.... ' , \ ' ~, , ' ' f/ t ,, , ' 
XPYJGtS EaT tV. TEI\ELa () EUTLV' OT£ 0 exwv aVTYJV 
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) I ()' t I \ \ \ ' ) \ ""' 
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1 Spengel. 2 Kar' apET~V om. Kb: 1) Ka.r' dper~p r. 
a 'v£ ed. : lvL (la-ri rl\1b Ald.). 
• Kat. reA.da p.dA.urra et reA.ela 8' eurLv inter se mutanda 

Jackson. 
0 According to a scholiast, this is a quotation, slightlv 

altered, from the lost play Melan-ippe of Euripides (fr. 490 
Dindorf). 11 Theognis 147. 
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13 justice. Now all the various pronouncements of the 
law aim either at the common interest of all, or at 
the interest of a ruling class determined either by 
excellence or in some other similar way ; so that in 
one of its senses the term ' just ' is applied to any
thing that produces and preserves the happiness, 
or the component parts of the happiness, of the 
political community. 

14 And the law pre~cribes certnin conrluct ; the 
conduct of a brave man, for example not to desert 
one's post, not to run away, not to throw do,vn one's 
ar1ns ; that of a temperate man, for example not 
to comn1it adultery or outrage ; that of a gentle 
man, for example not to strike, not to speak evil ; 
and so with actions exemplifying the rest of the 
virtues and vices, commanding these and forbidding 
those-rightly if the law has been rightly enacted, 
not so well if it has been made at random. 

:15 Justice then in this sense is p~rfect Virtue, though Justice in 
. with a qualification, namely that it is displayed !~~s~e~;ral 
: towards others. This is why Justice is often thought Virtue in 

b h h. f f h . d bl" , relation to to e t e c 1e o t e VIrtues, an more su 1me or others. 
than the evening or the morning star ' a ; and 've 
have the proverb-

In Justice is all Virtue found in sum.& 

And Justice is perfect virtue because it is the practice 
of perfect virtue; and perfect in a special degree," 
because its possessor can practise his virtue towards 
others and not merely by himself; for there are 
many who can practise virtue in their own private 
affairs but cannot do so in their relations with another. 

· e In the Mss. the words ' in a special degree , follow 
• perfect' in the line before. 
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J/ I f ,/.. I f I ~\ \ \ 
EaT£ yap T£S, WS 'f'afLEV• Of.LOLWS' 0€ Kat 7TEp£ I5 
'~ I """' \ I "" ~) fl J1 I aotKt..as TT)S Kara J.LEpos. GT)ftEtov o OTt EaT tv• 

\ \ \ \ ,, \ B I f ' .... 
KaTa f.LEV yap Tas a/\1\as f.LOX T)ptas o evepywv 
'~ "" I \ "" ~' '~ I 1' f f '•/~ \ ao£KE£ J.LEV, 'Tfi\EOVEKTE£ 0 OVOEJI 1 OLOV 0 pt..o.paS T'Y)V 
' I~ ~ \ ~ \ I ~\ """' ' \ ~ \ \ I aO'TTtoa o£a 0€£1\LUV 'YJ KaKWS' E£7TWJI ota xai\E'ITO• 
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1 apx1J Kh. 
I dXX' 0 rHaNbQb: dXXci. 

• Put into the mouth of the sophist Thrasymachus in 
Plato's Republic, 843 c • • 0'' ... 1 ~· ,r,r. ,;111. • 
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18 This is why we approve the saying of Bias, ' Office 
will show a man ' ; for in office one is brought into 
relation with others and becomes a member of a 
community. 

: 17 The same reason, namely that it involves relation
ship with someone else, accounts for the view a that 
Justice alone of the virtues is ' the good of others,' 
because it does what is for the advantage of another, 

, 18 either a ruler or an associate. As then the worst 
man is he 'vho practises vice towards his friends as 
well as in regard to himself, so the best is not he who 
practises virtue in regard to himself but he \vho 
practises it towards others ; for that is a difficult task • 

. 19 Justice in this sense then is not a part of Virtue, 
but the \vhole of Virtue; and its opposite Injustice 

20 is not a part of Vice but the whole of Vice (the dis
tinction between Virtue and Justice in this sense 
being clear from what has been said : they are the 
same quality of mind, but their essence is different b ; 

what as displayed in relation to others is Justice, 
as being simply a disposition of a certain kind is 
Virtue). 

li What we are investigating, however, is the Justice Ju~tic~ a~d 
which is a part of Virtue, since we hold that there {~u:~~cia\n 
is such a thing as Justice in this sense ; and similarly sense. 

we are investigating Injustice in the particular sense. 
J The existence of the latter is proved by the following 

considerations: (1) When a man displays the other 
vices-for instance, thro,vs away his shield, from 
Cowardice, or uses abusive language, from Bad 
Temper, or refuses to assist a friend with money, 
from Meanness-though he acts unjustly, he is not 

. taking more than his share of anything ; whereas 
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II ,./.. \ ) "" \ ~I Jl \ ~ I 

ap.,'f'W yap EV TlfJ r.pos ETEpOV EXOVGt, TTJV OVVaJLLV, 
.J.\ \) f \ \ \ 't\ I 't\ I ~ 

a./\1\ '1} p.,ev 'TTEpt TLf.LYJV TJ XPTJf.LaTa '1} UWTT)ptav, TJ 

Ei T£Vt, exotp.,ev €vl, ovo/..LaTt '1TEptAa{3eiv TavTa 
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1 llp' Bywater: -yap Kb, /J.pa -ye Lb. 
1 IJrt Kb. 1 elcrl.v cd Kb. 
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when a man takes more than his share, it is frequently 
not due to any of these vices, and certainly not to 
all of them, yet nevertheless the action does display 
some vice, since we blame it ; in fact it displays the 

3 vice of Injustice. Therefore there is another sort 
of Injustice, which is a part of Injustice in the 
universal sense, and there is something unjust which 
is a part of the unjust in general, or illegal. (2) 

4 Again, suppose two men to commit adultery, one for 
profit, and gaining by the act, the other from desire, 
and having to pay, and so losing by it: then the 
latter would be deemed to be a profligate rather 
than a n1an "'rho takes more than his due, while the 
former would be deemed unjust, but not profligate ; 
clearly therefore it is being done for profit that 

5 makes the action unjust. (3) Again, whereas all 
other unjust acts are invariably ascribed to some 
particular vice-for example, adultery is put down 
to Profligacy, desertion from the ranks to Cowardice, 
assault to Anger-an unjust act by which a man 
has profited is not attributed to any vice except 
Injustice. 

6 Hence it is manifest that there is another sort of 
Injustice besides universal Injustice, the former being 
a part of the latter. It is called by the same name 
because its definition falls in the same genus, both 
sorts of Injustice being exhibited in a man's relation 
to others ; but 'vhereas Injustice in the particular 
sense is concerned with honour or money or security, 
or whatever term we may employ to include all these 
things, its motive being the pleasure of gain, I!!
justice in the universal sense is concerned with all 
the things that are the sphere of Virtue. 

f Thus it is clear that there are more kinds of 
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1 apETf}v secl. Gifanius. 
• rapavop.,ov Ald. Ar. : 1r"Aeov Lh, 1rapavop.,ov r"'A.lov Kbr. 
a ws pipos Ked Kb : Ka! ws p.lpos 1 Bywater. 
• TO p.,€v ••• tlvurov Bywater·: To p.,€v -yap 1r"'A.lov li1rav llvurov T~ 

6' llvurov ou 1rfiv r'A€ov KbLb, TO p.€v -yap tlvurov li1rav 1rapavop.,ov 
TO o€ 'Trapavop.,ov oux lirav lJ,vLO"O'V. Ka! TO plv -yap 'Tr AEOP lira., 
4PLO"OP TO 8' llvurov ou rfiv 'lrAfO'P r (et eadem fere Mb). 

6 d.8£~eov Kb : .,-oO d.8£~eov. • 1rpona,rr6p.t!71a. Kbr. 
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Justice than one, and that the term has another 
meaning besides Virtue as a whole. We have then 
to ascertain the nature and attributes of Justice in 
this special sense. 

8 Now we have distinguished two meanings of ' the 
unjust,' namely the unlawful and the unequal or 
unfair, and two meanings of ' the just,' namely the 
lawful and the equal or fair. Injustice then, in the 
sense previously mentioned, corresponds to the mean-

9 ing ' unlawful ' ; but since the unfair is not the same 
as the unlawful, but different from it, and related 
to it as part to whole (for not everything unlawful is 
unfair, though everything unfair is unlawful), so also 
the unjust and Injustice in the particular sense are 
not the same as the unjust and Injustice in the 
universal sense, but different from them, and related 
to them as part to whole ; for Injustice in this sense 
is a part of· universal Injustice, and similarly the 
Justice we are now considering is a part of universal 
Justice. We have therefore to discuss Justice and 
Injustice, and the just and unjust, in the particular 
sense. 

10 We may then set aside that Justice which is co
extensive with virtue in general, being the practice 
of virtue in general towards someone else, and that 
Injustice which is the practice of vice in general 
towards someone else. It is also clear how we should 
define what is just and unjust in the corresponding 
senses. For the actions that spring from virtue in 
general are in the main identical with the actions 
that are according to law, since the law enjoins 
conduct displaying the various particular virtues 

. and forbids conduct displaying the various particular 
vices. Also the regulations laid down for the educa-
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1 ETEpov: ETEpctJ ? Ran1sauer. 

a This topic is discussed in Pol-itics 111. Under certain 
forms of government the good man in the moral sense 
may not be a good citizen, that is, a citizen who will help 
to maintain th~ constitution. 

b ' Involuntary ' here means lacking the consent of one 
of the parties. 

c In c. iv. below, the writer gives no illustration of the 
operation of Corrective Justice in Voluntary Transactions, 
266 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, V. ii. 10-iii. 1 

tion that fits a n1an for social life are the rules pro-
11 ductive of virtue in general. As for the education 

of the individual as such, that makes a man simply a 
good man, the question whether this is the business 
of Political Science or of some other science must 
be determined later : for it would seem that to be a 
good man is not in every case the same thing as to be 
a good citizen. a 

12 Particular Justice on the other hand, and that Part!cnlar 

h. h · · · h d" · . . Jnstice: w IC Is JUSt In t e sense correspon 1ng to It, IS (i) Distribn 

divided into two kinds. One kind is exercised in g~:~e~tlve. 
the distribution of honour, wealth, and the other 
divisible assets of the community, wh.ch may be 
allotted among its members in equal or unequal 
shares. The other kind is that which supplies a 

13 corrective principle in private transactions. This Cor
rective Justice again has two sub-divisions, corre
sponding to the two classes of private transactions, 
those 'vhich are voluntary and those which are in
voluntary. b Examples of voluntary transactions are 
selling, buying, lending at·interest, pledging, lending 
without interest, depositing, letting for hire ; these 
transactions being termed voluntary because they 
are voluntarily entered upon. c Of involuntary trans
actions some are furtive, for instance, theft, adultery, 
poisoning, procuring, enticement of slaves, assassina
tion, false witness ; others are violent, for instance, 
assault, in1prisonment, murder, robbery with violence, 
maiming, abusive language, contumelious treatment. 

iii No"· since an unjust man is one 'vho is unfair, and Distribu-

th · t · th 1 •t · 1 th a· tive Justice. e UllJUS IS e unequa, I Is c ear at correspon 1ng 
to the unequal there is a mean, namely that which 

but he is clearly thinking of actions at law for damages 
resulting from breach of contract. See c. iv. 18 note. 
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ft ~t ),._} \ II t ~ I \ I/: t \ } 
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\1 ~ A A ) \ ~\ \ Jl f \ 
1\DYDV 001<€£ 7TaULV. €7T€£ O€ TO tUOV ~EO'OV, TO 

, ~1 I ~\ J/ H ~\ \ J/ ) 
O£KU£0V ~EO'OV T£ av EtT). ECJ'T£ 0€ TO t,O'QV EV U 
'\ I ~ I ) I I \ ~I I 
El\ax£aTots ovatv. avay«T) Totvvv To otKatov ~eaov 

,, 1' [' , \ ']1 ',l 'TE Ka£ £0'0V ELVa£ Ka£ 7TpOS Tt, KU£ T£0'£V , KU£ l/ 
' , ...... ( ...... ~, ' \ i\ .... \ ,, 

~EV J.LEO'OV, TtVWV TaVTa o ECJ'T£ 7T €£0V Ka£ €1\UT• 

) 
'i" ~) Jl ) I , 2 ~ A 'i" ~ \ ~I 

'TOV , TJ 0 £UOV EO'TtV, ( EV) OVOtV, TJ OE Ott<atOV 1 
~ I ) I Jf \ ~I ' '\ I 
u 'TtO'tV. avayKT) apa TO OtKatOV EV El\aXtO"TOtS 

1' I of' \ ~~ I '' 
ELVa£ 'T'E'T'Tapatlr OLS TE yap OtKatOV TVJ'XaVE£ OV it 

6 Svo EaTl, Kat EV ofs [Ta 7TpayJ.LaTa]
3 Svo. Ka! 

f ' \ J/ ' I f' \ ) 1' t \ ' ""' '1J aVTTJ EO'Tat tO'OTTJS DIS Kat EV Ots• WS yap EKEtVa 
Jl [ \ ' of' J ' f/ ) A fl{; 5 ' \ \ 
EXE" Ta ev ots , OVTW KaKetva e~et, • E£ yap /L'T} 
, ' , fl l:. ' \ \ , ' """'() f , 
LO'O£, OVK taa EsOVO'£V, al\l\ EVTEV EV a£ J.LUXa& 

' \ ' i\1 ~ ~\ ,, \ ,, "' \ ,, 
Ka£ Ta EJIK TJJ.LaTa, OTaV TJ LUO£ J.LTJ taa '1J ~TJ £0'01, 
J/ . Jl \ I Jl ' ,.. ) ' l:. I f LO'a EXWUI. Kat VEJ.LWVTa£. €7'£ EK TOV KaT as-taV 

TovTo Sfji\ov • TO yap SlKat.ov lv Tats StavoJ.Lais u 
f \ ""' I ) 'i;l \ ~ """' ., 

OJ.LOI\O')'OVO'£ 7T.aVT€S «.aT a~ tail T£Va OEtV EtVat, 
\ I 'l:.' ' \ ' \ i\' I TTJV J.LEVTOL as taV OV TTJV aVTT)V eyova£ 7TaVTES 

[ V7Tapxetv], 
6 di\i\' ol J.L~V OTJJ.LOKpaTtKot li\evOeplav, 

f ~' 'i\ \ i\ ..... ( ~, ' , f ot . o o tyapxtKD£ 71' ovTov, o£ o evyevet.av, ot 
~) ) \ ) I H Jf \ ~I 

8 0 apLaTOKpaT£KOt apETT)V. EUTLV apa TO OLKa£OV 
' li\ , \ \ ' 'i\ ' , ' \ ava oyov Tt,. TO yap ava oyov ov ~ovov EaT£ so 

~ ..... ' lJ ..... ,,~ 'i\', ,,, ' (J .... f 
ftOVaotKOV aptu J.LOV totOV, a 1\ 01\WS apt ftOV • 'T} 

\ ' \ I ) I ' \ i\' \ ) I 
yap aval\oyta tUOT'Y]S EO'T£ oywv, «.at ev TETTapat:v 
'\ I 

El\aXUTTOIS. 

1 Ramsauer: Ka.l 1rp6s TL om. Kb, Ka.l Turlv om. Lb. 
• Richards. 3 Scaliger. 
• [ ra iv ols] om. Kb : Tct ols Richards. 
I g~eL Richards : gxeL. 
1 [inrapxeLv] om. Qb: Kar' d~la.v rLva 8ew elva.L Kb. 
" These words appear to be an interpolation. 
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J is equal ; for every action admitting of more and less 
3 admits of the equal also. If then the unjust is the 

unequal, the just is the equal-a view that commends 
itself to all without proof; and since the equal is a 

4 mean, the just will be a sort of mean too. Again, 
equality involves two terms at least. It accordingly 
follows not only (a) that the just is a mean and equal 
[and relative to something and just for certain 
persons 0], but also (b) that, as a mean, it implies 
certain extremes between which it lies, namely the 
more and the less ; (c) that, as equal, it implies two 
shares that are equal ; and (d) that, as just, it implies 

6 certain persons for whom it is just. It follows 
therefore that justice involves at least four terms, 
namely, two persons for whom it is just and two 

6 shares which are just. And there will be the same 
equality between the shares as between the persons, 
since the ratio between the shares will be equal to 
the ratio between the persons ; for if the persons 
are not equal, they will not have equal shares; it is 
when equals possess or are allotted unequal shares, 
or persons not equal equal shares, that quarrels and 
complaints arise. 

7 This is also clear from the principle of ' assignment 
by desert.' All are agreed that justice in distributions 
must be based on desert of some sort, although they 
do not all mean the same sort of desert ; democrats 
make the criterion free birth ; those of oligarchical 

, sympathies wealth, or in other cases birth ; up
: 8 holders of aristocracy make it virtue. Justice is 

therefore a sort of proportion ; for proportion is not 
a property of numerical quantity only, but of quantity 

.in general, proportion being equality of ratios, and 
involving four terms at least. 



(
f H ' ... ~ I tl ' ' ~ .... \ 9 J.LEV OVV OLTJP1Jf-LEV'I] OT£ EV TETTapat, O'Y]I\OV, 

'\ \ \ \ f I ,... \ f \ ~ ~ \ "' 
a/\1\a Kat 'YJ avvEXYJ~ • Ttp yap evt w~ ovat XPYJTE-t 1181\ 
Kat o(s ,\€yet, ofov_ w~ ~ TOV a1 npo~ T~V TOV {3 / 
ovrw~_ Kat ~ ToiJ {31 

7Tpos T~v ToiJ y ~ Sis oov ~ 
"' Q l ,, rl , ' \ ~ "" Rl f) "' ~ I I 

TOV fJ. ELPYJTat• waT Eav '1] TOV ,..., TE n ots, 
I '' \ ' I\ ) TETTapa eaT at ra aval\oyc.L. 
JIE ~ '3 ' \ ~' ' ' ,, I 10 ·aTt UYJ Kat TO OLKatOV EV 'TETrapO'LV €1\aXLUTOt~, 

\ ~ \ I ~ ' I ~ I 4 \ t I 1' Kat 0 1\0yo~ 0 aVTO~. OLTJp'r]V'TUt yap OJ..LOLCtJS OI.S 6 
' ., ,, 'I ~ I! ""' ~I \ \ 

11 TE Kat a· eaTat apa ws o npwTos opos npos Tov 
~~ tl t I \ \ I 
oeVTepov, ovTws o TPLTOS 7Tpo~ rrov rreraprov, 

\ ' \\'t Jl t t "" \ \ I 
Kat EVa/\1\as apa, ws o npuJTos 7Tpos TOV TPLTov, 

f ~/ \ \ I ~I \ \ 
0 OEV'TEpOS 7TpOS 'TOV 'TE'TapTOV. Wa'TE Kat 'TO 
tl\ \ \ t!\ ~~ 5 t \ ~ I Y 
OI\OV 11pos TO O/\OV • onEp 1J VOf.LYJ avvovaset, 

,, tl {}"" ~ I ~ IY t , 
12 KaV OVTWS aVV'T€ ll, OLKULW~ aVVoVasE£. TJ apa 

,.. I ~I "' I \ t "'~ I 
TOV 7TpWTOV opov Ttp Tpt. Tip Kat 'I] TOV OEV'TEpOV 

..... I IY 1:. ' ' ~ ""' ~~ I ' 
T({J 'TETUp'Tlp aVsEVs IS 'TO EV ota~'OfhTJ OtKULOV EO"Tt, 10 

\ I \ ~I ,.. ) ' \ "' '6 \ 
Kat f.LEGOV TO OLKUtOV TOV'T EG'Tt TOV '!Tapa 'TO 

' 1\ \ \ ) 1\ I \ ~\ ~I 
aVaf\O'}IOV• 'TO yap ttVal\oyov f.LEGOV, TO 0€ OLKUtOV 

' I\ avat\oyov. 

t 1rpwrov, oevrlpov, rplrov Kb. 
I iav TO OdJT€pov ol.s reOn Kb. 
a oi} ed.: o€. 
• OtVP"fJTa.t. Kb: Ot1Jp~ufJw vel otvpf,<TfJwuav ? ed. 
I IJ:rrep ? Bywater • 
• 'TOU 7rapa: 'TO 7rapa Kb, (TO o' Cl.OLKOV) 'TO 7rapa r' Bywater. 

ca A ' discrete proportion ' n1eans one in which the two 
ratios are disconnected, being between different terms, 
whereas in a ' continuous proportion ' they have one term 
in common. 

" Here the lecturer displayed a diagram. 
c II ere was another diagram (one would expect the 

sentence to run ' Let two lines representing •.• have been 
similarly divided '). Two segments, A and B, of one line 
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9 (That a discrete proportion a has four tern1s is plain, 
but so also has a continuous proportion, since it treats 
one term as two, and repeats it : for example,b as the 
line representing term one is to the line representing 
term two, so is the line representing term t\VO to the 
line representing term three ; here the line represent
ing term t\vo is mentioned t\vice, so that if it be 
counted t\vice, there will be four proportionals.~ 

10 Thus the just also involves four terms at least, and 
the ratio between the first pair of terms is the same 
as that bet,veen the second pair. For the t'vo lines 
representing the persons and shares are siruHarly 

,, 11 divided c ; then, as the first term is to the second, 
so is the third to the fourth ; and hence, by alterna
tion, as the first is to the third, so is the second to 
the fourth ; and therefore also, as the first is to the 
second, so is the su1n of the first and third to the sum 

, of the second and fourth. Now this is the com
bination effected by a distribution of shares, and the 
combination is a just one, if persons and shares are 

12 added together in this way. 'fhe principle of Dis
tributive Justice, therefore, is the conjunction of the 
first term of a proportion with the third and of the 
second with the fourth; and the just in this sense 
is a mean between two extremes that are dispro
portionate,d since the proportionate is a mean, and 
the just is the proportionate. 
represented two persons, two segments, C and D. of another 
their shares. It is shown that, if A : B :: C : D, then 
A+C: B+D ::A: B, i.e., if the shares are proportioned 
to the persons, their relative condition after receiving them 
will be the same as it was before. 

,. i.e., A's just share lies between too large a share and too 
. small a one, too large and too small here meaning more 
or less than is proportionate to A's claim. Of. n. vi. 6 
note e and 7. 
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T , ~, ' , c\ , ~ e , C\ , , 
iV 0 OE I\OL7TO,V EV TO otop WT£KOV 1 0 ytVETU' EV B 
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1 f ~ I Jl \ t i\1 \ 
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• We call this a proportion simply : cf. o. iv. 8 and note. 
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13 (This kind of proportion is termed by mathe
maticians geometrical proportion a ; for a geometrical 
proportion is one in which the sum of the first and 
third terms will bear the same ratio to the sum of 
the second and fourth as one terrn of either pair 

14 bears to the other term.-Distributive justice is 
not a continuous proportion, for its second and third 
terms, a recipient and a share, do not constitute a 
single term.) 

The just in this sense is therefore the proportionate, 
and the unjust is that which violates proportion. 
The unjust may therefore be either too n1uch or too 
little ; and this is what we find in fact, for when 
injustice is done, the doer has too much and the 

15 sufferer too little of the good in question ; though 
vice versa in the case of an evil, because a lesser evil 

16 in comparison with a greater counts as a good, since 
the lesser of two evils is more desirable than the 
greater, but what is desirable _is good, and the more 
desirable it is, the greater good it is. 

17 This then is one kind of Justice. 

iv The remaining kind is Corrective Justice, which Corrective 

t · · t t t• b th 1 Justice. opera es In pr1va e ransac Ions, o vo untary 
2 and involuntary. This justice is of a different sort 

from the preceding. For justice in distributing 
common property always conforms with the propor
tion we have described (since when a distribution is 
made from the common stock, it will follow the 
same ratio as that between the amounts which the 
several persons have contributed to the common 
stock); and the injustice opposed to justice of this 

3 kind is a violation of this proportion. But the just 
· i·n private transactions~ although it is the equal in a 
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' f ""l:. , ,, ' ' ' ' .... .... r ' Kat 'YJ 1rpa.s tS EtS avtaa • a/\1\a '1TEtpaTa£ TTJ s YJJ.-LLf!- 10 
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t \,... ' ""' ) \ "" I 'I\ ) I 
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1 ro Kipoor; Richards : roD Klpoour;. 

a That is, two pairs of terms (e.g. 1, 8; 7, 9}, of which 
the second term exceeds the first by the same amount as 
the fourth exceeds the third. \V e do not call this a pro
portion at all, but, if also the third term exceeds the second 
by the same amount (e.g. 1, 3, 5, 7), an arithtneiical progres
sion. 

" For Corrective Justice the merits of the parties are 
immaterial. 

c Again Jt diagram is employed, cf. c. iii. 9, 10, and 
infra, § 8. 4 ~ .... 'tJtJ.la has both senses. 
274. 
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sense (and the unjust the unequal), is not the equal 
according to geometrical but according to arithmetical 
proportion.° For it makes no difference b 'vhether 
a good man has defrauded a bad man or a bad 
one a good one, nor whether it is a good or a bad 
man that has committed adultery ; the law looks 
only at the nature of the damage, treating the 
parties as equal, and merely asking whether one 
has done and the other suffered injustice, whether 
one inflicted and the other has sustained damage. 

4 Hence the unjust being here the unequal, the judge 
endeavours to equalize it : inasmuch as when one 
man has received and the other has inflicted a blow, 
or one has killed and the other been killed, the line «J 

representing the suffering and doing of the deed is 
divided into unequal parts, but the judge endeavours 
to make then1 equal by the penalty or lossdhe imposes, 

5 taking away the gain. (For the term ' gain ' is used 
in a general way to apply to sucp cases, even though 
it is not strictly appropriate to some of them, for 
example to a person who strikes another, nor is ' loss ' 

6 appropriate to the victim in this case ; but at all 
events the results are called ' loss ' and ' gain ' re
spectively when the amount of the damage sustained 
comes to be estimated.) Thus, while the equal is 
a mean between more and less, gain and loss are at 
once both more and less in contrary ways, more 
good and less evil being gain and more evil and less 
good loss ; and as the equal, which we pronounce 
to be just, is, as 've said, a mean between them, it 
follows that Justice in Rectification e will be the 
mean between loss and gain. 

· • A slight]y different term is here introduced, but 
apparently without difference of meaning. 
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f This is why when disputes occur men have recourse 
to a judge. To go to a judge is to go to justice, 
for the ideal judge is so to speak justice personified. 
Also, men require a judge to be a middle term or 
mediu-m-indeed in some places judges are called 
mediators-, for they think that if they get the mean 
they will get what is just. Thus the just is a 
sort of mean, inasmuch as the judge is a medium 
between the litigants. 

8 Now the judge restores equality: if we represent 
the matter by a line divided into two unequal parts, 
he takes away from the greater segment that portion 
by which it exceeds one-half of the whole line, and 
adds it to the lesser segment. When the whole has 
been divided into two halves, people then say that 
they ' have their own,' having got what is equal. 

9 a This is indeed the origin of the word dikaion (just): 
it means dicka (in half), as if one were to pronounce 
it dichaion ; and a dikast (judg~) is a dichast (halver). 
The equal is a mean by way of arithmetical proportion 

10 between the greater and the less. For when of two 
equals b a part is taken from the one and added 
to the other, the latter will exceed the former by 
twice that part, since if it had been taken from the 
one but not added to the other, the latter would 
exceed the former by once the part in question only. 
Therefore the latter will exceed the mean bv once 

ol 

the part, and the mean will exceed the former, 
from which the part was taken, by once that part. 

11 This process then will enable us to ascertain what 
we ought to take away from the party that has too 
much and what to add to the one that has too little 1 

we must add to the one that has too little the amount 
whereby the mean between them exceeds him, 
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\I Jl ,, \ f """' ~I \I \ 
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~ I~ t I fl ~ \ I \ I I , 
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WUTE KEpooVS TtVOS KaL ~ YJJl.LaS /-LE'GOV TO OtKatOV 

' "' ·\ \ t I \ If J/ \ 
EO"Tt Twv 7Tapa To EKovatov, TO t.aov EXEtV Ka£ 

I \ t:l 

wpoTepov Kat VGTEpov. 20 
A ... ~I \ ' ' 8' 1' f , .... V UOKEt OE Tt.Gt Kat 'TO aVTt7TE1TOV OS' ELVa£ U7TI\WS 

~~ fl t n 8 , ,,~.. f 'r 
OLKat..OV, WU7TEp OL V ayopELOL E"raaav· WpL~OV'TO 

\ t \ "' \ ~I \ ) (} \ Jl\ \ 
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I T' ~' ' (}' ' ',./.. I , ' ' ' ' 0 0 UV'TL7TE1TOV OS' OVK 6t~apj-tOTTE't OV'T €71'£ 'TO 

1 [ euTL • • • TotovTov] l\'1 uretus ( = 1133 a 14-16 ). 

• i.e., the party that has too much. 
• A E A' 

B B' 
D C F' C' ... ·---------------------

The writer intends both CD and CF to be equal to AE. 
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and take away from the greatest a of the three the 
12 amount by which the mean is exceeded by him. Let 

the lines b AA', BB', CC' be equal to one another ; 
let the segment AE be taken a\vay from the line 
AA', and let the segment CD be added to the 
line CC', so that the whole line DCC' exceeds the 
line E.A.' by CD+ CF ; then DCO' will exceed BB' 
by CD.0 

13 The terms ' loss ' and ' gain ' in these cases are 
borrowed from the operations of voluntary exchange. 
There, to have more than one's O\vn is called gaining, 
and to have less than one had at the outset is called 
losing, as for instance in buying and selling, and 

14 all other transactions sanctioned by la 'v ; a while if 
the result of the transaction is neither an increase 
nor a decrease, but exactly 'vhat the parties had of 
themselves, they say they ' have their o'vn ' and 
have neither lost nor gained. Hence Justice in 
involuntary transactions is a. mean bet,veen gain 
and loss in a sense : it is to have after the transaction 
an amount equal to the amount one had before it. 

v The view is also held by some that sin1ple Re- Corrective 
· •t · J t• Th. th d t · f th Justice c1proci y IS us Ice. IS was e oc r1ne o e ctd.: Reci-

Pythagoreans, who defined the just simply as ' suffer procity 

ing reciprocally with another.' e 
2 Reciprocity however does not coincide either with 

0 The 1\ISS. here insert the sentence that appears again 
at c. v. 9 init. 

" Literally 'where the law gives iinmunity,' that is, does 
not give redress for inequality resulting from the contract. 
Should inequality result from a breach of the contract, this 
would of course be a case for the intervention of Corrective 
Justice in Voluntary Transactions (c. ii. fin.). 

• That is, retaliation: A shall have done to him what 
he hfts done to R. 

2.79 
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5 () """' H \ t I \ \ ' I ~ ,J..I 
U Y)Vat. ETt TO EKOVUtOV Kat TO aKOVU£0V ota~Ep€£ 

6 i\ 1 '\\' ' \ ""' I ""' ~\\ 
7TO V. a/\1\ EV fLEV TatS KO£VWVtat,S TatS a/\1\aKT£• 

"' I \ """' ~~ \ ' (JI Kats UVVEXE£ To TotovTov otKatov, To aVT£7TE7Tov os,. 
) '\It \ \ ''I ..,. ' 

KaT aVai\O")'LaV Kat f'TJ KaT tUOTT)Ta. Tlf:J aVT£• 
"" \ ' 1\ I t li\ " \ \ '1TOtEtV yap aVai\O")'OV UVft~EVEt, TJ 7TO tS' • 'T} yap 'TO 

KaKws '1JToVat.v, el 8~ 1-h~, 8ovi\ela 8oKei elvat. [eluaa1 
\ ' I ]8 'I\ \ "S' ' ~\ I I~ /-h'YJ aVT£7TOL1JO'Et • 'T} TO EV, E£ OE J.L'YJ, f.LETaoOULS' 
'· I """' ~I ~\ I ~ \ \ '1 OV ytVETat, TTJ ~ETaoOUEt OE O'V~~EVOVO'£V. OtO Kat, 

X I t \ ' ~ \ 4 "" fl t ) I~ 
aptTWV tEpOV EJL7TOOWV 7T0£0VVTat, £V aVTa7TOOOG£S' 

:l "" \ 11~ I ' (J """' I u· TOVTO yap . tot.OV xapt.TOS • av V7TTJpETTJO'at TE 
\ ~ "' "" I \ 1\ ' \ H /; 

yap OEt T~ xapt.UaJLEV~ Kat '1Tai\£V «VTOV aps at 1 

X,apt'O~EVOV. 
II "" ~ \ \ , 1~ \ t ' i\ I t 8 OtEt OE 'TTJV aVTt.OOUtV TTJV KaT ava oytaV 1J 

' ~ I IY i; f' ' ~ I ',/.., "' A KaTa otaJ..tETpOV UVsEVc,;, tS', Ot.OV O£KOOOJ.LOS E'f' CfJ 1 

1 ',/..' -r B ' 1 ',/..' "" n t ~~ 'J..' UKV'TO'TOJ.'OS' E'f' qJ , O£Kta E~ qJ .1 1 V7T00'1]JLa E'f' 
1' A ~"" 1' i\ R' \ ' ~I \ "" qJ u. 0€1.. OVV aJ.LtJaVE£V TOV 0£KOOOJ.LOV wapa TOV 

I """'I Jl \ ' ' t I UKV'TOTOJ.LOV TOV EKEt,VOV epyov 1 Kat, aVTOV EKE£Vlp 

1 
T' Coraes : "'· 

s d.vaXO')'lav (o€) Richards. 
8 Muretus. • iv 7r6AeULJI r Jackson. 

• Literally 'whether the act was voluntary or involuntary '1 
see note • on o. ii. 18. 
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& Distributive or with Corrective Justice (although 
people mean to identify it "'ith the latter when they 
quote the rule of Rhadamanthys-

An a man suffer even that which he did, 
Right justice will be done). 

£For in many cases Reciprocity is at variance with 
Justice : for example, if an officer strikes a man, it 
is wrong for the man to strike him back ; and if 
a man strikes an officer, it is not enough for the 
officer to strike him, but he ought to be punished 

5 as well. Again, it makes a great difference whether 
an act was done with or without the consent of the 

6 other party.a But in the interchange of services 
Justice in the form of Reciprocity is the bond that 
maintains the association : reciprocity, that is, on the 
basis of proportion, not on the basis of equality. The 
very existence of the state depends on proportionate 
reciprocity ; for men deman4 that they shall be 
able to requite evil with evil-if they cannot, they 
feel they are in the position of slaves.-and to repay 
good with good-failing which, no exchange takes 
place, and it is exchange that binds them together. 

1 This is why we set up a shrine of the Graces in a 
public place, to remind men to return a kindness ; 
for that is a special characteristic of grace, since it is 
a duty not only to repay a service done one, but 
another time to take the initiative in doing a service 
oneself. 

a Now proportionate requital is effected by diagonal 
conjunction. For example, let A be a builder, B a 
shoemaker, C a house, and D a shoe. It is required 
that the builder shall receive from the shoemaker 
a portion of the product of his labour, and give him 
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I I '\\) 'l: ) """' \ """' \ 

Y'VETat Kot.vwvt.a, a/V\ E~ tarpov Kat yewpyov, Kat 
~1\ t I \ ) J/ ) \ \ \ I ~ "" 
01\WS ETEpWV Kat OVK tawv· UIV\a TOVTOVS 0€£ 

10 laaafJijvat. Otc) 7Tav-ra avftf3AYJTCt DEi 7TW~.. elvat, 
'f' ) \ ) \ \ I ) ,/.._) c\ \ I ) )\ I\ {J \ 

WV EU'TLV a/\1\ayT). E~.f 0 'TO VO~ta~ E/\1)1\VUE, Kat 20 
I I I I \ "' tl \ 

')'t,VE'TUt, 7TWS fLEGOV• Ti'UVTa yap ~E'TpEt, WO'T€ Kat 
\ t \ \ \ J/ \ \ , /, I '' ~ \ 

TYJV V7TEPOXYJV Kat 'TYJV €1\1\El."PLV, 1TOUa aTTa OYJ 
t ~I ) J/ , I ,, ,/..."" ~"' I ~I 

V7T001JfLaT t,aov Ot,Ktq, ?] TPO"fTJ• oEt Tot,vvv 07TEp 
' ~ I \ I ~\ t ~ I 

OLKOOOJ1,0S 'lTpOS UICVTO'TOJ1,0V, TOUaot V'lTOOT)ftaTa 

1 t(jTL .•• ToLOvTov' secl. Ramsauer. 
1 el p.l] (o) brolH Berg,: El p.~ brol€L (To rci(jxov lJcrov Ka2 ol'ov 

w-otEt'> To 1rowuv J aekson. 

a The relative value of the units of the two products must 
be ascertained, say one house rnust be taken as worth n 

A··.. ..-B 
shoes. Then the four terms are ····~~···· and cross-

e.··.· ······ .. nD 

conjunction gives totals A + nD, B + C, which are in ' arith .. 
metical proportion' (see note a on c. iv. 3) with the two first 
terms, i.e. the difference between each pair is the same ; 
the builder and the shoemaker after the transaction are 
by an equal amount richer than they were before they 
began to make the articles. 

0 This sentence also appeared in the Mss. above, at c. iv. 
12, where it made no sense~ If genuine here. the phrases 
' active element ' and ' passive element ' seem to mean 
producer and consumer. Even so, it is probable that there 
28i 



NICOl\fACIIEAN E'flllC:S, V. v. 8-10 

a portion of the product of his own. Now a if pro
portionate equality between the products be first 
established, and then reciprocation take place, the 
requirement indicated will have been achieved ; but 
if this is not done, the bargain is not equal, and inter
course does not continue. For it may happen that 
the product of one of the parties is \\·orth more than 
that of the other, and in that case therefore they have 

9 to be equalized. This holds good with the other 
arts as well ; for they would have passed out of 
existence if the active element did not produce, and 
did not receive the equivalent in quantity and quality 
of what the passive element receives.b I~,or an 
association for interchange of services is not formed 
between two physicians, but between a physician 
and a farmer, and generally between persons who 
are different, and who may be unequal, though in 

10 that case they have to be equalized. Hence all 
commodities exchanged must ~e able to be compared 
in some way. It is to meet this requirement that 
men have introduced money ; money constitutes in 
a manner a middle term, for it is a measure of all 
things, and so of their superior or inferior value, that 
is to say, ho'v many shoes are equivalent to a house or 
to a given quantity of food. As therefore a builder 
is to a shoemaker,c so must such and such a number of 
is some corruption; Jackson's insertion gives 'unless the 
passive element produced the same in quantity and quality 
as the active, and the latter received the same in quantity 
and quality as the former.' 

., It is uncertain whether this merely refers to the differ
ence in value (or perhaps in labour used in production) 
between the unit products of different trades, or whether it 
introduces the further conception that different kinds of pro
ducers have different social values and deserve different rates 
of reward. 

iSS 



ARISTOTLE 

' t I ["' J.. I ] 1 ' \ \ ""' t 'ITpOS OtKtaV 7] Tp0~7JV • E£ yap /.1/fJ TOVTO, OVI( 
" '\ \ \ '~ \ I """ ~, ' J. t1 EO'Ta£ a/V\ayT} OVO€ I(OtVWVta • TOVTO 0 , E£ ~'/ taa 25 
'' ) '' ~"' '' tl I 11 ELY] 7TW~, OVK EO'Tat.-o€£ apa EVt, TtV£ 7TaVTa J.L€• 

,... f) tl '\ I () I """ ~' ' \ TpELa at, WU7T€p E/\EX TJ 7TpOTEpov. TOVTO o EUT£ 
""' \ '\ () I t I l\ I I ' \ 

TTJ fLEV ai\Yj etq. 7] xpeta, TJ 7TavTa UVVEXE£. E£ yap 
() \ ~ I 'I\ \ t I 'I\ ' ' ' ' \ \ \ 

ILYJ EV OEOtVTO 7] J.LTJ OJLOLW~, TJ OVK EO'Tat, a/V\ayT} 
'I\ ' C' ' I f' ~) t I\\ """ I 7J ovx 1J aVTTJ. otov o V'1Ta/V\ayp,a TTJ~ XPEtas 

\ I I \ ()I \ ~ \ """' 
TO VOJ.L£UJ.La ')'E')'OVE KaTa UVV TJI<TJV• Kat ota TOVTO SO 

'J/ 'J/ I t1 ' J..' '\ \ \ I ' I 
TOVVOJ.La EXEt vop,tap,a, OTt ov ..,vuE£ a/V\a VOJ.Ll.fJ EaT£, 

' ',I..' C' ,.. Q \ .... \ .... ,, 
Kat E'f' T)JLLV JLETatJai\E£V Ka£ '1TOtY)Ua£ axpTJUTOV. 
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\ \ I ''' \ ""' ye:wpyo~ 7Tp0~ UKVTOTO/LOV, TO Ep')'OV TO TOV UKVT0-
1 ' \ .... .... ) .... ~' ' 

TO/LOV 1rpos TO rov ye:wpyov. e:ts UXYJJ.La o ava- 1133 • 
\ I [ ) ]2 ~ "" H tl ) \ \ 1{:. ' ~ \ ' 1\0ytas ov oet ayetv, oTav a/V\a~wvTat· e:t oe J.LTJ, 

) ,/.. I tl (; \ t \ \ tl 'J/ 
a!L"fOTEpa~ E~ Et. ras V7Te:poxa~ ro erepov a~<pov· 

' \ \ ' f/ ,, ' t ..... f/ , \ 
a/\1\ o-rav e:xwat Ta avTwv, OVTWS tao£, KaL Kotvw-

'- tl tl t) I ~I ') ) """ I () 
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(yewpyos A, Tpo4>1J r, UKVTOTO/LOS B, TO epyov 5 
' .... ' ' I A) ' ~' tl ' ...,.. , UVTOV TO tUaUftEVOV Ll. • E£ 0 OVTW J.LTJ YJV aVTf,• 

() 
I ) '1\ 1' I tl ~) t I 

13 '1TE7TOV EVat, OVK av 'Y}V KO£VWV£a. OT£ o 7] XPEta 
I tl f/ :11 ~\"'fl t1 \) I 

UVVEXE£ WU7TEp EV 'T£ ov' OY)I\0£ OT£ OTav J.LYJ EV xpe:tq. 
"f' '\\ 1\ '1\ ' ,.1...1 'I\ tl ) '\\I 

WU£V a/\1\Yj/\WV TJ aJL'f'OTEpOt 1J aTe:pos, OVK aiV\aT• 
1 Richards. I [ ov] Bekker2 : om. r. 
a Apparently interpolated from the last sentence. 
• l£xp1J(JTov also connotes ' worthless,' but an obsolete coin 

retains some value as metal. c Seep. 283, note 0• 
11 That is, 'after any unfair exchange one party has too 

much by just the amount by which the other has too little. 
I ought to have given you ten shillings more or something 
worth that. Then I have ten shillings too much, and you 
have ten too little ; these two tens are my two " excesses " ; 
in respect of the exchange. I am better off than you by 
twice ten' (Richards). Of. c. iv. §§ 10-12. 

• For this proverbial phrase see c. iv. §§ 8, 14. 
I Or ' shoemaker's product D multiplied to equivalenae 

with C ' (Blunt). 
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shoes be to a house [or to a given quantity of food] • ; 
for without this reciprocal proportion, there can be no 
exchange and no association ; and it cannot be secured 
unless the commodities in question be equal in a sense. 

11 It is therefore necessary that all commodities shall 
be measured by some one standard, as was said before. 
And this standard is in reality demand, which is 
what holds everything together, since if men cease 
to have wants or if their wants alter, exchange will 
go on no longer, or will be on different lines. But 
demand has come to be conventionally represented 
by money ; this is why money is called nomisma 
(customary currency), because it does not exist by 
nature but by custom (nomos), and can be altered 
and rendered useless b at will. 

12 There will therefore be reciprocal proportion when 
the products have been equated, so that as farmer 
is to shoemaker,c so may the shoemaker's product be 
to the farmer's product. And when they exchange 
their products they must reduce them to the form 
of a proportion, otherwise one of the two extremes 
will have both the excesses d; whereas when they 

· have their own,' they then are equal, and can form 
an association together, because equality in this 
sense can be established in their case (farmer A, 
food 0, shoemaker B, shoemaker's product equalized 
D'); whereas if it \Vere impossible for reciprocal 
proportion to be effected in this way, there could 
be no association between them. 

13 That it is demand which, by serving as a single 
standard, holds such an association together, is 
shown by the fact that, when there is no demand 

. for mutual service on the part of both or at least 
of one of the parties, no exchange takes place between 
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J.LEVE£V ~a/\1\0V. 0£0 OE£ 7TaVTa 'TETL~TJU at • OVTW 15 

\ ' \ 'I ''' I ' ~\ ""' I \ yap aE£ EUTa£ a/V\ayY), E£ OE 'TOVTO, KO£VWV£a. TO 
~\ I ~I I I ,.. ' I OYJ VO~LUfta WU1TEp ~ETpOV UV~~ETpa '1TO£Y]UaV taa• 

r , ' ,, ' , ''' .... I .,. 
~€£ • OVTE yap aV ftYJ OVUYJS a/\1\ay'Y}S KO£VWVLa 7}V 1 

'I ' ' '' \ ' I \ Jl J1 t ' I \ OVT a/\1\ayY) LGOTYJTOS ~TJ OVGYJS, OVT LUOTTJS Jl/Y} 
'I I ""\ 1" ''8' '~I OVUT)S UV~~ETptaS. 'TTJ f.LEV OVV a/\T} E£Cf aovvaTOV 
\ ,.. ~ ,/.,.1 I '(} \ 

Ta ToaovTov ota't'EpovTa av~~erpa yevea at, 1rpos 20 

1 ~ \ \ I ' ~ I f ""' C\ ~ I ~ "' 5 oe TYJV XPEtav evoexeTa£ £Kavws. £V OYJ Tt oe£ 

1" ""' ~' '~ t () I (~ \ I ELVat, TOVTO 0 E~ V'TTO EUEWS 0£0 VO~£Gf.La Ka• 

' ""' ) ,.. \ I "' I "' 1\ELTat • TOVTO yap 7TaVTa '1T0l.EL UVJL~ETpa • ~erpet• 
\ I I 'I A .... ~I 

Tat yap 7TaVTa VO~ta~aTt,. OLKLa , JLVa£ OEKa 

B, KALVTJ r. TO 0~ A TOV B 'lj~t.av (el 7TEV'TE p,vwv 
1 [ ~<TTEP • • • i~a."}'w"}'7}v] ed. : CJart:p • • lcracr8fjva, secl. 

Ramsauer. 
I ov lx€1.: ovxl Kb, 0~ OVK tx€1. Mtinscher. a i~«')'W"}'fjs Kb. 

0 The clauses bracketed make neither grammar nor sense, 
and have ju~tly been suspected as interpolated. Miinscher 
inserts a negative : ' Just as there is no exchange when the 
producer ·wants what the consumer has <not> got, for example, 
when one state needs wine while another can only offer corn 
for export.' But there seems to be no question here of 
foreign commerce. 
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them [as "~hen someone need~ something that one 
has oneself, for instance, the state offering a license 
to export corn in exchange for wine]. a This in
equality of demand has therefore to be equalized. 

14 Now money serves us as a guarantee of exchange 
in the future: supposing we need nothing at the 
moment, it ensures that exchange shall be possible 
when a need arises, for it meets the requirement of 
something we can produce in payrnent so as to 
obtain the thing we need. Money, it is true, is 
liable to the same fluctuation of demand as other 
commodities, for its purchasing power varies at 
different times ; but it tends to be comparatively 
constant. Hence the proper thing is for all com
modities to have their prices fixed ; this will ensure 
that exchange, and consequently association, shall 
ahvays be possible. ~:foney then serves as a n1easure 
'vhich makes things commensurable and so reduces 
them to equality. If there were no exchange there 
·would be no association, and there can be no exchange 
without equality, and no· equality 'vithout commen
surability. Though therefore it is impossible for 
things so different to become comn1ensurable in the 
strict sense, our demand furnishes a sufficiently 
accurate co1nmon measure for practical purposes. 

15 There must therefore be some one standard, and 
this accepted by agreement (which is why it is called 
nomis1na, customary currency); for such a standard 
makes all things commensurable, since all things 
can be measured by money. Let A be a house, 

B ten minae and 0 a bedstead. Then A==! (sup

posing the house to be worth, or equal to, five minae), 
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11:,1 f ' I "II ) f ~\ \1 ~~ I \ 
a 5 ta 'TJ OLKta, 'TJ tO'OV , 'TJ OE KI\I..V?J OEKaTOV JLEpOS TO ~ 

r ..... B ~ ..... , I I ,,... ,, ' I f/ 
'TOV • OY)I\OV 'TOLVVV 'lTOUa£ ICI\LVa£ tUOV OtKUf, OT£ 

I tl ~' tl ~ '\ \ \ "i' \ \ I 16 7T€VT€. OTL o OVTWS ?'} ai\1\UYYJ TJV 7Tptv TO VOJLtC1JLa 
1' ~"'\ ~ ,/.._/ \ '~\ 't\ \""' I 

EtVat, OYJI10V• otay..~Ep€t yap OVOEV TJ Kl\tVat '1T€VTE 
' \ ' I 't\ .tl f I \""' 

avTt, otKtas, 7J oaov at 7TEVT€ Kl\tVat. 

1 T I \ "i' \ "~ \ I \ ~ I I ' 7 t. JLEV OVV TO aotKOV Kat Tt TO OtKatOV EO'T£V, 
'' ~ I ~ \ I ~ ""\ fl ~ 

etpY)Ta£. otwptaJLEVWV oe TOVTWV O'Y)I\OV OTt '¥} so 
~ I I ' \ " '~ ,... \ '~ ""' OLKato7Tpayta JLEC10V €07'£ TOV aotKELV Kat aotKEt• 

f) \ \ \ \ I " \ ~' J/\ I ' 
a at· TO JLEV yap 'lTI\EOV exetv TO o El\aTTOV EaTtV. 
~ ~\ ~ I I I 1 ' ' \ ' \ 'YJ 0€ OtKatOC1VVYJ JLEUOT7JS TlS €0'T£V, OV TOV aVTOV 
~ \2 I ,... >1\ \ 3 ' ""' '\ \) tl I oe Tpo7Tov Tats a/V\ats apeTats, a/V\ OT£ JLEaov 
' I t ~' )~ I "" '' \ t \ ~ 

EO'TtV, 1J 0 aotKLa TWV aKpWV. Kat '1} JLEV O£Kato- 11341 
I ' \ (}' c\ t ~ I \ I \ 

UVV7J EUTL Ka 7JV 0 OtKaLOS 1\EYETa£ 7TpaKT£KOS 
\ I ..,..~ I \~ \ \ 

KaTa 7TpoatpEa£V TOV OtKaLOV, Kat otaVEf.l..?')'TtKOS Kat 
~ "" \ ''\ \ \ t I \ tl ' tl 

aVTlp 7TpOS a/V\OV Kat ETEptp 7TpOS ETEpOV OVX OVTWS 
fl ,... \ t "" \ I t "" ''\ ~ \ "" 

C.OfTT€ TOU fLEV atpETOV 7T 1\EOV aVTq.> €1\aTTOV 0€ Tlp 

'ITATjalov, TOV {3Aaj3epov S' ava7TaAtv, aAAa TOV iaov 5 
"" ) ' \ I t I ~ \ \ ''\ \ \ 

Tov KaT aval\oytav, OfLOLWS oe Kac, a/\1\q.> 1Tpos 

1 ''\ \ t ~' '·~ I ' I " '~I "" 8 a/\1\0V. 1J 0 aotKta TOVVaVT£0V TOV aot.,KOV, TOVTO 
~' ' \ t Q \ \ \ ''\ \ ,/, ,... ',/,. \I 't\ 
0 EC1TLV V7TEpjJOI\7) Kat E/\1\Ety.'tS TOV W'f-'€1\LfLOV "f) 

{JAaf3epov 7Tapa To dvaAoyov. Su) v1repf3oA~ Kat 
Jl\ \ ,/, t '~ I fl ~ (3 \ "" \ '\ \ l,f, I 
E/\1\Ety.'tS 'YJ aotKLa, OT£ V7T€p 01\'Y}S Kat €1\/\Ety.'EWS 
' 'A..' t .... \ t Q ,.... \ .... ( \ .... 

EO'TLV, €'1-' av·rov JLEV V7TEPJJOI\'Y}S fLEV TOV a7TI\WS 

wcpeAlfLOV, €Melif;ews S€ TOV {3Aa{3epov, E7Tt OE TWV 10 

1 rls om. r l\1b. s oe om. rMb. 
I 4AAats KbLb: 'IT'p6repov Mb et fort r. 

a That is, when A distributes unjustly not between him
self and B but between B and C, the result for either B or 
C may be either excess or defect, either too large a share 
or too small of something beneficial (and either too small 
a share or too large of somethina- harmful). 
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B 
and C (the bedstead)= 

10 
; it is no\v clear how many 

16 bedsteads are equal to one house, namely five. It 
is clear that before m.oney existed this is ho'v the 
rate of exchange was actually stated-five beds for 
a house-since there is no real difference between 
that and the price of five beds for a house. 

17 We have now stated \vhat Justice and Injustice Justfca • 

are in principle. From the definition given, it is Mean. 
plain that just conduct is a mean between doing 
and suffering injustice, for the former is to have too 
much and the latter to have too little. And Justice 
is a mode of observing the mean, though not in the 
same way as the other virtues are, but because it 
is related to a mean, while Injustice is related to the 
extremes. Also, Justice is that quality in virtue 
of which a man is said to be disposed to do by 
deliberate choice that which is just, and, when 
distributing things between himself and another, 
or between two others, not to give too much to 
himself and too little to ·his neighbour of what is 
desirable, and too little to himself and too much to 
his neighbour of what is harmful, but to each what 
is proportionately equal ; and similarly when he is 

18 distributing between two other persons. Injustice 
on the contrary is similarly related to that which is 
unjust, which is a disproportionate excess or deficiency 
of something beneficial or harmful. Hence Injustice 
is excess and defect, in the sense that it results in 
excess and defect : namely, in the offender's own 
case, an excess of anything that is generally speaking 
beneficial and a deficiency of anything harmful, and 

.In the case of others,a though the result as a whole 
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#\ \ \ \ ft\ t I \ ~ \ \ \ ) _!\ 
a/\1\WV TO JLEV 01\0V OJLOLWS 1 TO OE 7Tapa TO aVUI\OjiOV 

f I tl ,... ~\ )~ I \ \ 

o7ToTepws ETVXEV .--Tov oE aoLKYJJLaTos TO JLEV 
,, ' , ~ ...... ll 1 ' ' ~ ' ,.... r ' '~ ... El\aTTOV TO aotKELUUUL EaTt, TO 0€ JhELt;,OV TO aotKELV. 

I1 \ \ 1' ~ I \ '~ I I 19 ept JJ..EV OVV otKatOO'VVYJS Kat aotKLaS', TLS 
t I ) \ f ,1...1 ' I l) "" \ 

EKaTEpas Ea7'tV 1J Y'VO'LS', ElpYJaUW TOVTOV TOV 15 
I ' I ~\ \ \ "" ~ I \ )~I 

Tp07TOV, OJLOLWS OE Kat, 7TEpt, TOV otKatOV Kat, aotKOV 

KafJoAov. 
. 'E ' ~' , '~ ..... ' ,~~ 1' f Vl 7TEt 0 EO'T£V aotKOVVTa f'TJ7TW aotKOV ELVat, 0 

""' '~ I ) ~ ""' J/~ ''~ I ) f I 
1TOLa aoLKYJfLUTa aotKWV 'f}OT} aoLKOS' EaTtV €KaaTTJV 

) ~ I 1' \ I "' \ "' \ I "' tl 
aotKLaV, OLOV KI\€7TTTJS' TJ p..otxos TJ 1\'[JO'TTJS; TJ OVTW 

\ )~ \ ~ I \ \ "' I \ 
JLEV OVOEV 0£0t0'€£; Kat yap av avyyEVOLTO yvvatKt 20 
'~ \ \ 1' ' \ \ ' ) ~ \ I ' \ ' \ \ \ Etows TO TJ, a/\1\ ov ot.a 7Tpoat.peaEws apxYJl' a/\1\a 

~ \ '0 '~ .... \ 1' ,,~ ~' , 'I 2 ota 7TU OS" aotKEL JLEV OVV, aoc.KOS' 0 OVK EO'T£V1 
1' '1 \ I '' \ ,/, ~ I '~ \ I ' 1 

OLOV OV KI\E7TTTJS', EKilE'-f€ OE, OVOE /LOLXOS', EJLO£• 
~ I f I ~ \ \ ' \ "" ''\ \ 

XEVaE oe • OfkOLWS oE Kat ern TWV a/\1\WV. 

II .... \ 1' ,, \ ' l)\ \ \ 
3 ws JLEV ovv EXE£ TO avTt7TE'iTovuos 1rpos To 

~I '' I otKatov, ELPTJTat 1rpo.repov. 
A "" ~' \ ,. (J I t1 \ y I I ' \ 4 UEL OE JLTJ 1\aV aVE tV OTt TO ~ YJTOVfkEVOV EaTt Kal. 26 

\ C \""' ~I ' \ \ \ \ ~I ,... 
TO a'Tii\WS' OtKatOV Kat TO 7TOI\tTtKOV OLKatOV. TOVTO 
~I ' f' ']2 ..... R' \ \ 1' , 
0€ €0"-7/..V L €7T£ KOLVWVWV 1'-'t.,OV 7Tp0S' TO ELVa£ aVT• 

I )\ () I \ '' "' ) ' \ I "' apKe£av, EI\EV epwv Kat tawv T} KaT avaAoy£av 1J 
) ) ()I t1 ft I' ,... '" 

KaT apt f.LOV • WO'T€ OO'OtS' f'T} EO'Tt 'TOVTO, OVK EO'T' 
1 \ )\ \ 1\ \ \ \ ~I )\\I 

TOVTOIS 7Tp0S' a/\1\T}/\OVS 'TO 71'01\LTLKOV Ot-KaLOV, a/\1\a 
c-.. I \ ()' f I Jl \ ~ I 

'1"£ OLKaLOV Ka£ Ka OJLOtOTT)Ta. EO'T£ yap ULKatOV 1 SO 
1' \ I \ f I I ~) ) 1' ) ~ I 

O£S Kat VOJLOS 1TpOS aVTOVS • VOJLOS 0 1 EV OLS' aotKLa • 

1 ou Kb: ouo€ vulg., Hampke (seclusis ovo€ tJ.OLx6s, €p..olxev(fe 
3~). 2 [€1r£] Susemihl: om. Lb. 

• §§ I, 2, are an irrelevant fragment which Jackson would 
in5ert in c. viii. 8 after {3A.a(3~ ; § 3 he ·would transpose to 
the beginning of c. x~; § 4 continues the end of c. v. 
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is the same, the deviation from proportion may be 
in either direction as the case may be. 

Of the injustice done, the smaller part is the suffer
ing and the larger part the doing of injustice. 

19 So much may be said about the nature of Justice 
and Injustice, and of the Just and the Unjust 
regarded universally. 

v1 a But seeing that a man may commit injustice 
without actually being unjust, what is it that dis
tinguishes those unjust acts the commission of which 
renders a man actually unjust under one of the 
various forms of injustice, for example, a thief or 
an adulterer or a brigand? Or shall we rather say 
that the distinction does not lie in the quality of 
the act ? For a man may have intercourse with a 
woman knowing who she is, yet not from the motive 
of deliberate choice, but under the influence of 

, 2 passion ; in such a case, though he has committed 
injustice, he is not an unjust n1an : for instance, he 
is not a thief, though guilty of theft, not an adulterer, 
though he has con1mitted adultery, and so forth. 

, 3 The relation of Reciprocity to Justice has been 
. stated already. 

, 4 But we must not forget that the subject of our Poli~ieal 
. . . . J . . h b l J ust1ca. Investigation Is at once ust1ce In t e a so ute sense 
and Political Justice. Political Justice means justice 
as between free and (actually or proportionately) 
equal persons, living a common life for the purpose 
of satisfying their needs. Hence between people 
not free and equal political justice cannot exist, but 
only a sort of justice in a metaphorical sense. For 
justice can only exist bctw·een those whose mutual 
.relations are regulated by la,v, and law exists among 
those between whon1 there is a possibility of injustice, 
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OCS O'Y) ao£Kta, Kat TO aotKEtV EV TOtn"O£S" EV OtS o• 
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I I Jl ~' f J1 ,/... 1\ /:. ..,. 

yt.veTat, Tvpavvos· eaTt, o o apxwv 'f'vAaC:, Tov 
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\ I \1 "'"" t \""' ' {j,.. fA ' \ 

yap VEf.LEt 7TI\EOV TOV U7TI\WS ayauOV aVTlp1 €£ Jl/1} 
\ ' \ ) 1\ I ) ~ \ f I ""3 wpos avrov avaAoyov EUTt,v· oto eTepc.p TrOVE£ • 1 
\ ~ \ ,.. '\\I 1' I ,/... ) 0' \ 

Kat. ota TOVTO a/\1\0Tpt,OV EtVat, 'f'aat.V aya OV T'Y)V 
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Jl ~ I ,... ~\ \ \ I f/ ~\ 
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~\ ~ \ ~I \ \ \ ) ' \ 
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f ,.. t \ ,... \ ~ \ ,... \ \ I tl " 
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3,_ \ I \4, ()""' fl I ) """ 
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J1 )~ I \ ' II) '~' Jl Jl~ '~\ 
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~I \ \ I \ I \ 1' \ ' 
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1 a-q Miinscher: of. 
a ?Tote'i Sylburg, Bekker. 
• a.vrd. Ramsauer: a.vr611. 

• See o. i. 17 note. 
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for the administration of the law means the dis
crimination of what is just and what is unjust. 
Persons therefore between whom injustice can exist 
can act unjustly towards each other (although unjust 
action does not necessarily involve injustice) : to 
act unjustly meaning to assign oneself too large a 
share of things generally good and too small a share 

.· 5 of things generally evil. This is why we do not 
permit a man to rule, but the la,v, because a man 
rules in his own interest, and becomes a tyrant ; but 
the function of a ruler is to be the guardian of 

8 justice, and if of justice, then of equality. A just 
ruler seems to make nothing out of his office; for 
he does not allot to himself a larger share of things 
generally good, unless it be proportionate to his 
merits ; so that he labours for others, which accounts 
for the saying mentioned above,a that ' Justice is the 

7 good of others.' Consequently some recompense 
has to be given him, in the spape of honour and 
dignity. It is those whom such rewards do not 
satisfy who make themselves tyrants. 

8 Justice between master and slave and between Domestle 
father and child is not the same as absolute and Justice. 

political justice, but only analogous to them. For 
there is no such thing as injustice in the absolute 
sense towards what is one's own; and a chattel,b or 
a child till it reaches a certain age and becomes 
independent, is, as it were, a part of oneself, and no 

. 9 one chooses to harm himself ; hence there can be 
no injustice towards them, and therefore nothing 
just or unjust in the political sense. For these, as 
we saw,· are embodied in law, and exist between 

. persons whose relations are naturally regulated by 
law, that is, persons who share equally in ruling and 
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2 Bpaaloq., Kat Ta afr1JcptaJLaTcl/87]. OOKE'i 8' evlots 
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' ' ..... '\\' r~ I ' \ \ \ ,!...' 
K£V'Y)TOV J.LEVTO~ '1TaV • a/\1\ OJ.LWS EUT£ TO f'EV ~VGE£ 30 

1 &:X\a p.1] : p.lav 1} ? Jackson. 
1 quattuor sen ten tias cL\X' op.ws • • • ov tf>vueL, TrotoJI 8€ • • • 

i101JAOV (pro of}AOJI ), Kat f'TrL ••• OL0ptap.6s, c/JU(J€' -yap ••• ')'€VECT8a.& 
inverso ordine tr. Richards. 

a The Spartan Brasidas detached Amphipolis from the 
Athenian empire 424 B.c., and fell defending it against 
Cleon 422. I-fe was worshipped as a ht?ro by the city, 
'with games and yearly sacrifices' (Thucydides. v. xi.). 

b The order of the following sentences seen1s confused. 
'Vith the transpositions suggested by Richards, and th~ 
emendations given in the critical note~, they \vill run : 
• But in our world, although there is such a thing as natural 
law, yet everything is capable of change. For exan1ple. 
the right hand is naturally stronger than the left, yet it is 
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being ruled. Hence Justice exists in a fuller degree 
between husband and wife than bet\veen father and 
children, or master and slaves ; in fact, justice 
between husband and 'vife is Domestic Justice in 
the real sense, though this too is different from 
Political Justice. 

'i Political Justice is of two kinds, one natural, the Polftloal 

h . 1 A 1 f . t. . 1 th t Justice ot er convent1ona . ru e o JUS Ice 1s natura a ctd. : nat.u 
has the same validity everywhere, and does not ra

1 
1 a

1
nd 

d d . . A 1 . ega epen on our accepting It or not. ru e 1s con- justice. 

ventional that in the first instance may be settled 
in one way or the other indifferently, though having 
once been settled it is not indifferent : for example, 
that the ransom for a prisoner shall be a mina, that 
a sacrifice shall consist of a goat and not of two sheep ; 
and any regulations enacted for particular cases, for 
instance the sacrifice in honour of Brasidas, a and 

2 ordinances in the nature of special decrees. Some 
people think that all rules of. justice are merely 
conventional, because whereas a law of nature is 
immutable and has the san1e validity everywhere, 
as fire burns both here and in Persia, rules of justice 

8 are seen to vary. That rules of justice vary is not 
absolutely true, but only with qualifications. Among 
the gods indeed it is perhaps not true at all ; but 
in our world, b although there is such a thing as 
Natural Justice, all rules of justice are variable. 
But nevertheless there is such a thing as Natural 

possible for some persons to be born ambidextrous ; and 
the same distinction will hold good in aU matters; though 
what sort of things that admit of variation are as they are 
by nature, and what are merely customary and conventional, 
it is not easy to see, inasmuch as both alike are capable of 
·change. But nevertheless some things are ordained by 
nature and others not.' 
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4 -TO 8' oil cpvaEt. 'TToiov 8~ cpvaEt Twv ~v8t=xoJLlvwv 
' ,, \ , ' ""' "' , \ \ ' ' ~ Kat a/\1\WS' EXEtV, Kat 'TTOtov ov a/\1\a VOJ.LtKov Kar, 

8 1 Jl Jl ,./.. \ f I ~"'\ 1 ~ 
UVV TJKTJ, €t'TT€p ap.,~W KtV'Y}Ta OJLOtWS', OT)I\OV. Kar, 

' \ "' Jl\ \ f ) \ C I ~ I ,/.... I 
E7Tt TWV a/\1\WV 0 aVTOS' apJLOU€t. otopt.UJLOS'• ~VU€1, 

\ f ~ i; \ I I '~I I 1 
yap TJ oe5 ta Kp€tTTWV, KaLTOL €VO€XETat 7TaVTaS 

6 aJL~LSeglovs yevlafJat.8 Ta ()~ KaTa avvfJ~KTJV Ka~ 85 
\ ,J..I "' ~ I fl I ) "" I 

TO UVJ.L~EpOV TWV OtKatWV OJLOta €UT£ TOtS' JL€Tp0£S" 1185 
t \ "' Jl \ ' \ \ \ I 

ov yap 7TavTaxov taa Ta ot.VT)pa Kat atTT)pa f.LETpa, 
'\ \' "' ' ' "' IY "' ~' \ "' a/\1\ OV JLEV WVOVVTaL, JLEt~:,W, OV O€ 7TWI\OVatV1 
'\ I f I ~ \ \ \ \ ,/... \ ' \ \' ' 8 I 
€1\aTTW. OJLOtWS' O€ Kat Ta JLTJ ~VULKa U/\1\ av pw• 

~I ' ' \ "' , \ '~' f \ ?Ttva otKat.a ov TavTa 'TTavTaxov, E7TE£ ovo at 11'01\t• 
"' '\\\ I I "' \ ,J..I t 

TEtat, a/\1\a f.L"a fLOVov ?TavTaxov KaTa ~vat.v '1] 1 
' I "' ~\ ~ I \ I fl f 8 aptUTTJ. TWV 0€ OtKatWV Kat VOJ.LtJLWV €KaUTOV WS 
\ f) I\ \ \ 8' 6 Jl \ \ \ 

Ta Ka OI\OV 'TTpos Ta Ka EKaaTa £Xet· Ta JLEV yap 
1 \ \ I ' I ~' 6 " 8 1\ 

~paTTOJLEVCl 'TT0/\1\a, EK€tVWV o €KClUTOV ev· Ka 01\0V 
I ~ ,./.. I ~ \ \ ) ~ I \ \ .tl~ \ 7 yap. ota~epet oE. TO aotK'Y}f.La Kat TO aotKov Kar, 

\ ~ I \ \ ~ I .tl~ \ I ) 
TO otKatwp.,a Kat TO OtKatov· aotKOV f.LEV yap EaTt lO 

"',/..I "' '1: , , , ~, "' " e ... TTJ ~VU€t TJ Taset• TO aVTO 0€ TOVTO, OTaV 7Tpax 'lJ, 
'~I I ' \ ~\ 8"' Jl '\\t aotKT)JLa €UT£1 'TTptV OE 'TTpax 1]Vat, OV7TW1 a/\1\ 

aDtKOV. OfLOlws Se Ka~ DtKalwJLa (KaAEtTat 8~ 
A\\ ~ I \ I ~ I ~ \ \ 

ILa/\1\0V otKato1TpayT)JLa TO Kotvov, otKatWJLa o€ To 
t I 8 "' ' ~ I ) ()' f/ ~ \. E7TaVop WJLa TOV aotK'Y}J.LaTOS' • Ka €KaUTOV OE 

t "' ""' I Jl~ \ I \ \ ""' 
avTwv, 'TTOta TE eto'Y} Kat 'TToaa Kat 1TEpt 7Tota 

I Jl fl t I 
1"V/'XClVEf, OVTCl, VUTEpov E1T£UKE'ITTEOV. U 

1 4a1J"'A.ov Paley. 
I rdvTa.S om. r : TLJ'a.S Wilkinson. 

• Perhaps Aristotle wrote' though it is not easy.' 
b Possibly a reference to an intended (or now lost) book of 

the Politics on laws (Ross). 
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Justice as well as justice not ordained by nature; 
'and it is easy a to see which rules of justice, though 

not absolute, are natural, and which are not natural 
but legal and conventional, both sorts alike being 
variable. The same distinction will hold good in 
all other matters ; for instance, the right hand is 
naturally stronger than the left, yet it is possible for 
any man to make himself ambidextrous. 

6 The rules of justice based on convention and 
expediency are like standard measures. Corn and 
wine measures are not equal in all places, but are 
larger in wholesale and smaller in retail markets. 
Similarly the rules of justice ordained not by nature 
but by man are not the same in all places, since forms 
of government are not the same, though in all places 
there is only one form of government that is natural, 
namely, the best form. 

8 The several rules of justice and of law are related 
to the actions conforming with them as universals 
to particulars, for the actions done are many, while 
each rule or law is one, being universal. 

·. 7 There is a difference between ' that which is 
. unjust ' and ' unjust conduct,' and between ' that 
which is just' and 'just conduct.' Nature or ordin
ance pronounces a thing unjust : when that thing is 
done, it is ' unjust conduct ' ; till it is done, it is only 
'unjust.' And similarly 'vith 'just conduct,' 
dikaioma ( (or more correctly, the general term is 
dikaiopragema, dikaioma denoting the rectification 
of an act of injustice). 

We shall have later b to consider the several rules of 
justice and of law, and to enumerate their various 
.kinds and describe them and the things with which 
they deal. 
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1•1 "0 ~ \ ""' ~ I \ '~I ""' ' V l VTWV 0€ TWV otKatWV Kat aot.KWV TWJI Etp1]• 
I )~ "' \ \ ~ "' ~ ~ I 

p,evwv, aotKEt. [.LEV Kat otKato7Tpayet, oTav EKWV Tt~ 
) \ I t1 ~' 'I J/ ) ) ~ "' ,I 

aVTa 7TpaTTTJ • OTaV o aKWV, OVT autKE£ OVTE 
~ "' '\\) " \ Q Q I f" \ 
OtKato7Tpayet a/V\ 'rJ KaTa UVfttJEtJYJKO~ • OI.S yap 

[3 1{3 ~ I 1' " )~/ I 
UV/k € YJKE OtKU£0t~ EtVal. '1} autKOIS, 7TpaTTOVGtV. 

! aOLKYJ/ka 0~1 
Kat OtKato11payYJ/kU wptaTat TcfJ EKOVGLlp 20 

\ ' I fl \ f I 1' ,. f, I t1 
Kat aKovaup • oTav yap EKovatov TJ, 'PEYETat, aJ.La 
~ \ \ ) ~ I I t ' I ~ ) Jl J/~ 
0€ Kat aotKYJJ.La TOT EUTtv• WUT EaTat. T£ aotKOV 

I ) ~I ~) J/ '\ \ \ f I "' 
[.LEV, aotKYJJ.La 0 OV'TTW, EaV /kYJ TO EKOVGLOV 7TpOG'lJ• 
\ I ~) f I I fl \ I Jl 

3 ~teyw o EKovatov JLEV, wa11Ep Kat 11poTEpov ELPYJTa£, 
C\ , ... ',./.., t ... , '~ ' \ ' , ... 
0 av TIS TWV E"r UVTlp OVTWV €LOW~ Kat f..LYJ ayvowv 

I I a I 1" I 1" tl 2 ( f' 
wpaTTTJ JLYJTE OV JLTJTE qJ JLTJTE OV ( EVEKa > OLOV J1 

I I \ I \ I tl ) ' I 
'TtVa TV1TT€t Kat TLV£ Kat TtVOS EVEKa , KUKELVWV 

., ' ' Q Q ' ~' Ql tl ., 
EKaaTOV JL'YJ KaTa UVfttJEtJYJKOS f..L'Y)OE tJLCf • WG7TEp €£ 

''f3' ' A ' "' I tl ' 'TIS 1\a WV TYJV XEtpa aVTOV TV7TTO£ ETEpov, OVX 
f I ' \ ' ) , ' A ' ~I ~\ \ I 
EKwv• OV yap E'TT aVTq.J. EVUEXETat OE TOV TV1TTO• 

I 1' ' ~, f:/ ' , f) " 
P.,EVOV 1TaTEpa .EtVat, TOV 0 OT£ JLEV av pW1TOS '1J 

... I I ., ~' ' ) A 

'TWV 1TapovTWV TtS /'LVWGKE£V, OTt, OE '1TaTYJP ayvoetV. 80 
f I ~\ \ """ ~ I f) \ ' \ ... ~ 

0/kOtWS 0€ TO 'TOtOVTOV utwpta W Kat €1Tt TOV OV 
t1 \ \ \ ""l:. tl\ \ ~\ ' I 
EVEKa, Kat 1TEpl, 'TTJV 7Tpa~ LV 01\'fJV. TO OTJ ayvoov• 

" \ ' I \ \ ' , ' ""' ~t 
JLEVOV, '1} JLTJ ayvooVJLEVOV [.LEV P,YJ E'TT avTcp o 
II <t\ Ql ' I \\ \ \ \ """" ,/... I t 
OV, 'fJ tJl.Cf, aKOVUtov• 17'01\1\a yap Kat TWV "rVGE£ V7T• 

I '~ I \ I \ I f' 
apxoVTWV ELOOTES Ka£ 1TpaTTOJLEV Kat 7TUGXOJ.kEV, WV 1131 

t o7] Miinscher: ae. 2 <lveKa) add. r • 

a III. i. 19. 
b i.e., n1istake, ignorance: as in the illustration, it is an 

accident that the person struck is the striker's father. 
c Sc., of whom he knows his father to be one. 
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. . ... Such being an account of just and unjust actions, .Justice and 
''

111 it is their voluntary performance that constitutes just B.esponsi-

d · d If d h · 1 ·1 bility; the an unJust con uct. a man oes t em 1nvo untar1 y, Voluntary 
he cannot be said to act justly, or unjustly, except (cf. nt. i.). 

incidentally, in the sense that he does an act which 
2 happens to be just or unjust. Whether therefore 

an action is or is not an act of injustice, or of justice, 
depends on its voluntary or involuntary character. 
When it is voluntary, the agent is blamed, and 
only in that case is the action an act of injustice; 
so that it is possible for an act to be unjust \Vithout 
being an act of injustice, if the qualification of 

3 voluntariness be absent. By a voluntary action, as 
has been said before,a I mean any action within 
the agent's own control '\vhich he performs knowingly, 
that is, without being in ignorance of the person 
affected, the instrument employed, and the result 
(for example·, he must know 'vhom he strikes, and 
with what weapon, and the effect of the blow) ; and 
in each of these respects both accident b and com
pulsion must be excluded. For instance, if A took 
hold of B's hand and with it struck C, B would not 
be a voluntary agent, since the act would not be in 
his own control. Or again, a man may strike his 
father without knowing that it is his father, though 
aware that he is striking some person, and perhaps 
that it is one or other of the persons present c ; and 
ignorance may be similarly defined with reference 
to the result, and to the circumstances of the action 
generally. An involuntary act is therefore an act 
done in ignorance, or else one that though not done 
in ignorance is not in the agent's control, or is done 
under compulsion ; since there are many natural 
processes too that we perform or undergo kno'\vingly, 
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'8 \ 1 "()' f 1 Jl t t I I t f' . ~ OV EV OV EKOVGtOV OVT UKOVatOV EUTtV 1 OtOV TO 
...,. 't\ ' (} I Jl ~' f I ' \ "" 4 'YTJpav ?'} a'ITO VYJUKE£V. EGTt o Of.tOLWS €1T£ TWV 

'~~ ' ..... ~ I ' ' ' a a I aot.KWV Kat TWV Ot.KatWV Kat TO KaTa UVfhtJEtJTJKOS• 
\ \ '1\ \ (}I ' ~I Jl 

Kat yap av TTJV 7TapaKUTU TJKYJV U'ITOOOl/1] TtS UKWV 
' ~ ' ,~...'a C\ " ~~ , , Kat ota 't'OtJOV, OV OVTE Ot.Kata 7TpaTTE£V OVT€ I 

~ .... ,~... ' ,, ,, "' ' a a I 
OtKatO'TTpayetV 't'UTEOV U/\1\ ?'} KaTa UVfhtJEtJTJKOS. 

f I ~\ ' \ ' Yl ' , \ 
Of.tOtWS O€ KU£ TOV avay«a~O/LEVOV KU£ UKOVTU T~V 

'TTapaKaTafJ~KTJV f.t~ a'ITOOtOOV'Ta KUTa UVJL{3E{3TJKOS 
JC ,/... I t ~ "" \ \ Jl~ I """ ~ \ 
u 't'UTEOV aot.KELV Kat Ta aotKa 7TpaTT€£V. 'TWV 0€ 

f I \ \ \ I I \ ~t ' 
EKOVUtWV TU JLEV 7Tp0€1\0fh€VO£ 'TTpUTTOf.kEV Ta 0 OV 

\1 \1 \ t/ f3 \ I 
'TTp0€1\0fhEVOt, 7TpOEI\OfhEVO£ f..LEV oaa '11'p0 OVI\EVaa• 10 

' I ~ \ tl t {3 1\ 
f..LEVO£, a'ITpoatpeTa oE oaa a7Tpo oVI\EVTa. 

8 Tptwv D~ ovawv {3Aa{3wv TWV £v TULS KOtvwvlats, 
\ \ ' ' I ( I I ' tl I 

Ta f..LEV f..LET ayvotaS Uf.hUPTTJf..LUTa EaT£V, OTaV JLTJT€ 
t'\ I t'\ I 'i' I 'i' tl f 1\ Q I/; 
OV f..LTJTE 0 ftYJ'TE 4:J f..L'Y)TE OV EVEKa V1TEI\UfJE 7Tpa~ 'lf 
~ \ '[3 1 \\ 2 '1\ ' I '1\ ' """ 't\ t '1J yap OV UI\1\E tV TJ OV 'TOVTlp '1} OV TOV'TOV TJ OV 

. I tl ' I(} t \ \ \ I Q ' 'I' t/ 
TOVTOV EVEKU lp"'} '1}, U/\1\U UVVEtJ'1J OVX OV EVEKU 16 

, I(J I f' , t/ I ' ' ' ' t/ I ) "' , c.pTJ ?'} ,otov ovx tva TpwaTJ a/\1\ tva KEVT'l]UTJ ?'} ovx 
c\ 't\ ' 'I' 3 tl \ 1" \ I ( {3' IQ 7 OV TJ OVX 4:J. . OTUV ftEV OVV 7Tapai\OYWS TJ 1\UfJ'YJ 

I ' I t/ ~\ \ i\' J1 ~\ 
YEVT)Tat, aTVXYJf..LU • oTav oe J-t7J 7Tapa oyws, avev o£ 

1 ( I (( I \ \ t/ f ' \ 
KaKtas 1 aJ-tapTYJftU aJ-tapTavet J-tEV yap orav ?'} apxYJ 
t ' """ 1" ""' ' I ' ' ""' ~' t/ '' /; (} ) EV aVT!p TJ T?JS ayvotaS, UTVXE£ o OTUV €~ W EV • 

1 ou8€v <oiJr' bp, 1] f.LLll) ou8' EK01Ja'LOJI [ oiJr' aKOVa'LOJI] Rassow. 
• {ja"A).eLv Kb: fJaXe'iv. 8 ,;, Kb: ws. 
4 a')'liO£as Jackson : alrlas. 

• 'Involuntary' is certainly corrupt: perhaps Aristotle 
wrote ' in our control.' 

• The three sorts of injury are aTUX'YJf.La, ap.apT'YJP.a, and 
d.alK'YJp.a. The second term is introduced first, in its wider 
sense of a mistake which leads to an offence against some one 
else (the word connotes both things). It is then subdivided 
into two ; d.rux'YJP.a, accident or misadventure, an offence 
soo 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, V. viii. 3-7 

though none of them is either voluntary or in
voluntary a ; for example, growing old, and dying. 

4 Also an act may be either just or unjust incident
ally. A man may restore a deposit unwillingly and 
from fear of consequences, and we must not then 
say that he does a just act, nor that he acts justly, 
except incidentally ; and similarly a man who under 
compulsion and against his will fails to restore a 
deposit can only be said to act unjustly or do what 
is unjust incidentally. 

6 Again voluntary acts are divided into acts done 
by choice and those done not by choice, the former 
being those done after deliberation and the latter 
those done without previous deliberation. 

6 There are then three ways b in which a man may 
injure his fellow. An injury done in ignorance is an 
error, the person affected or the act or the instrument 
or the result being other than the agent supposed ; 
for example, he did not think to hit, or not with this 
missile, or not this person, or not with this result, 
but it happened that either the result was other 
than he expected (for instance he did not mean to 
inflict a wound but only a prick), or the person, 

7 or the missile. When then the injury happens 
contrary to reasonable expectation, it is (1) a mis
adventure. When, though not contrary to reason
able expectation, it is done without evil intent, it is 
(2) a culpable error; for an error is culpable when 
the cause of one's ignorance lies in oneself, but only 
a misadventure when the cause lies outside oneself. 
due to mistake and not reasonably to be expected, and 
O.p.aprrJp.a in the narrow sense, a similar offence that ought 
to have been foreseen. The third term, aolK'YJJI.O., a wrong, 
·is subdivided into wrongs done in a passion, which do not 
prove wickedness, and wrongs done deliberately, which do. 
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fl' ~ \ '~ \ \ \ Q \ I ~ l ) ~ I 
8 OTaV OE ELOW~ JLEV JLTJ TrPOJJOVI\EVO'a~ Ot:, aotK'Y}J.La, 20 

"' ~ ~ \ (} ' ' ,,, \ 18 ~ , otov oaa T€ ota VJ.LOV Kat a/\1\a ?Ta YJ oaa avay-

Ka'ia ~ cfovatKa aVJ.tf3alvEt To'is dv8pw1Tot.s· TaiJra 
\ Q\ I \ f I ) ~ ""' I 

yap f-JI\U1TTOVTES Kat, UJ.LapTaVOVTES aot.KOVO'L JLEV, 
\ '~ I ) ) I Jlt::;:: ~ \ 

Kat aotKYjfLUTa EUTt,V, OV JLEV'TOl. TrW aot.KOl. OL<l 
,.. '~\ I ) \ ~ \ 8 1 t 

TUV'Ta OVU€ 7TOVT)p0t • OV yap uta JLOX T)pt.av 'YJ 

f3 \ 1(3 1 ~ ~' ' I "' ~ \ 1\a YJ • OTaV 0 EK 7TpoatpEaEWS, aotKOS KaL 25 

(} I ~ \ \ ""' \ ' (} ..,. ' ' 9 f.LOX TJPOS. OLO KUI\WS Ta EK VJLOV OVK EK 77po-
' ' ' \ " ( (} ..... ..... ,,,, VOLUS KptVE'TU£ • OV yap apXE£ 0 Vf.LqJ 7TOLWV, U/\1\ 

f ) I " ~\ '~' \ ..,. I (} 't\ \ 10 o opytaas. ETt oE ovoe 1TEpt. Tov yEvea at. 'rJ J.LYJ 

d~-t4naf3YJTELTat., d"'\a 1TEp~ ToiJ DtKalov ( E7Tt q;at.vo-
1 \ )~ I f ' I ' ) ) \ f1 t 

j£EVTJ yap aot.KLCf 'YJ opyYj EO'TtV • OV yap W0'7TEp EV 
"' \\I \ "" I(} ) A._ TOtS UVVU/\1\ayftaGt 7TEp£ TOV ')IEVEU at Uf.k\f-'1,• 30 

,Q "" 'i' ' I \ ff 1' (} I O'JJYJTOVO't.V, WV avayK'Y} 'TOV ETEpov ELVa£ J.LOX YJpOV, 
.,, \ ~ \ \ I(} , \ ~ .... ' \ \ , t \ .... 
av J.LYJ ot.a AYJ YJV avTo opwatv· al\1\ OfLOI\oyovvTES 

\ ""' I \ ""' I ~I 
1T€pt 'TOV 7TpayftaTOS, 7T€pt, TOV 7TOT€pWS OtKatOV 

aJ.Lcfota/3YJTOVUtV, r 0 . ()' E7Tt{3ovAEVaas OVK dyvoel:2 J 
tl t ' ,, '~ .... (} t ~' , * .,, ~' , II warE o J.LEV otETat. aot.KEt.a at, o o ov. av o EK 1136 

I Q\ I,/, ' ~ ""' \ \ "" ) J/~ 7TpoatpEGEWS tJAatpTJ, aotKEL • Kat. KaTa TaVT TJOYJ 
\ '~ I t '~ ""' ,~ tl \ \ Ta aot,KYJP.,aTa 0 aot,KWV aot,KOS, O'TaV 7Tapa TO 

' 1\ 1" 't\ \ \ Jl f I ~\ \ 
avaAoyov Tl T} 1rapa TO taov. OJLOLWS oe Kat. 

DLKat,OS, orav 7TpoEAOJ.LEVOS DtKato1Tpayfj. Du<ato-
.... ~ I '' I 3 t \ I ""' ~) ' 12 1rpayet oe, av p.ovov EKWV 77paTTTJ· TWV o aKov- 5 

I \ I ' \ \ ~' ' ULWV Ta ftEV EUTL UVYYJ'WftOVtKa Ta 0 OV avy· 
I ff \ \ \ I ' ,.. 

yvwf.J,OVtKa • oaa J.LEV yap J.LYJ p,ovov ayvoovvres 
'\\\ \ ~) J/ ( I I 

a/\1\a Kat ot ayvotav ap,apTavovat, avyyvwp,ovtKa, 
" ~' ' ~, ,, ,,,, , ,.. \ ~ \ 
oaa oE J.LYJ o£ ayvotav, a/\1\ ayvoovvTES f.LEV ota 

1 post {3Xaf31J inseruit c. vi. I, 2 brd o' tcrTLJI ••• TWJI clAAWJI 
Jackson. 

I 0 o' ••. d.')'JIOft infra post 0 o' 0~ tr. Richards. 
8 p,6vov aut ante a.v ponendum aut secludendum SpengeL 
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8 When an injury is done knowingly but not deliber
ately, it is ( 3) an act of injustice or wrong ; such, 
for instance, are injuries done through anger, or any 

l other unavoidable or natural passion to which men 

i
t·:,.. are liable; since in committing these injuries and 

errors a man acts unjustly, and his action is an act 
of injustice, but he is not ipso facto unjust or \Vicked, 

r for the injury was not done out of wickedness. 
When however an injury is done from choice, the 

9 doer is unjust and \vicked. Hence acts due to 
sudden anger are rightly held not to be done of 
malice aforethought, for it is the man who gave the 
provocation that began it, not he who does the deed 

10 in a fit of passion. And moreover the issue is not 
one of fact, but of justification (since it is apparent 
injustice that arouses anger) ; the fact of the injury 
is not disputed (as it is in cases of contract, where 
one or the other of the parties must be a knave, 
unless they dispute the facts ,out of forgetfulness). 
They agree as to the facts but dispute on which side 
justice lies ; so that one thinks he has been unjustly 
treated and the other does not. On the other hand~ 

[ . one who does an injury intentionally is not acting in 
( 11 ignorance a; but if a man does an injury of set pur
~ pose, he is guilty of injustice, and injustice of the sort 
! that renders the doer an unjust man, if it be an act 
f that violates proportion or equality. Similarly one 
1 who acts justly on purpose is a just man; but he acts 

justly only if he acts voluntarily. 
, 12 Of involuntary actions some are pardonable and 

some are not. Errors not merely committed in 
ignorance but caused by ignorance are pardonable; 

. those committed in ignorance, but caused not by 
• In the Mss. this clause stands before the preceding one. 

SOB 



ARISTO'rLE 

I(J ~ \ I J.. \ I ' ' l) I t 
Tra OS 0€ f.LTJ'T'E 'fiVO'LKOV f.LTJT avupW1T£VOV1 OV 011')'-

1 
yvwp,o~'tKa. 

:- 'A I ~' " , t "" ~ I ' u. 7r0p7]UELE 0 av TLS EL tKaVWS otWptaTat 7r€p£ 10 
..... '~ "" (} ' ,~ ... .... ' , ,, 

TOV aotKEta at KUL aotKELV, 7rpWTOV f.LEV €£ €0'T£V 
~ E ' I~ ,, \ I , I 

wanEp vpt1TtOYJS ELPYJKE, t\Eywv aT0'1TWS 

I I 1 \ ) I f3 \ \1 
ftTJTEpa KaTEKTav TYJV EfkYJV, paxvs 1\oyos. 
t \ t "" '' ) f "" 2 ) t I 

EKWV EKOVaav, TJ <ovx> EKOVUaV OVX EKWVi 

I \ t ''()""' J/ t I '~"'f) '1TOTEpOV yap WS ai\Y} WS EO'TLV EKOVTa aotKEtO' at,1 11 
~ '' )\\J ) I ~ t1 \ \ '~ "' '1J OV a/\1\ aKOVO'LOV a1TaV, WO''TT'Ep Ka£ TO aotKELV 

"" t I \ 1' ""' t1 " ) I 
TraV EKOVO'tOV • Kat apa 'TT'aV OVTWS '1J EKELVWS 

[
tl , ' ,~ "' .... t 1 ] a " ' , 
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1 KO.TfKTO.V r : KO.TfKTO.. 

• <ovx> €KouG'av Jackson: OlXovG'o.71. a Bywater. 
' Ka! Rassow. 1 l1reLra Bywater. 

a Apparently from a dialogue between Alcmaeon and 
(possibly) Phegeus in the lost play of Euripides named after 
the former. Of. III. i. 8. 

' i.e,, to ~\l~~t -wtong \ tot \.\\e -w\(\e ~en~e ot U.ol.JtU 
see c. i. 1, note. • Of. c. viii. 1. 
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that ignorance but by unnatural or inhuman passion, 
. are unpardonable. 

II But it may perhaps be doubted \vhether our Can a man 

di • f Ir • d d · · • t • h b su tfer wrong · scuss1on o suuer1ng an o1ng IllJUS 1ce as een voluntar· 

sufficiently definite ; and in the first place, whether ily! 

the matter really is as Euripides has put it in the 
strange lines a_ 

• I killed my mother-that's the tale in brief!' 
'Were you both willing, or unwilling both P' 

Is it really possible to suffer injustice b voluntarily, 
or on the contrary is suffering injustice always 
involuntary, just as acting unjustly is always volun
tary? And again, is suffering injustice always volun
tary, or always involuntary, or sometimes one and 

2 sometimes the other ? And similarly with being 
treated justly (acting justly being always voluntary). 
Thus it would be reasonable to suppose that both 
being treated unjustly and being treated justly are 
similarly opposed to acting unjustly and acting justly 
respectively : that either both are voluntary or both 
involuntary. But it would seem paradoxical to 
assert that even being treated justly is always 
voluntary ; for people are sometimes treated justly 

S against their will. The fact is that the further 
question might be raised, must a man who has had 
an unjust thing done to him always be said to have 
been treated unjustly, or does the same thing hold 
good of suffering as of doing something unjust ? 
One may be a party to a just act, whether as its 
agent or its object, incidentally. c And the same 
clearly is true of an unjust act: doing what is unjust 
is not identical with acting unjustly, nor yet is suffer
ing what ia unjust identical with being treated 
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I \I f IQ ,, R' 
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1 Kal vulg.: K&v Kb. I O.UTCW rMb: auTOS KhLb. 
I tv Kb : lv Tt. rMb (om. Lh). ' 8 OUK : oux a Kb. 

• Diad, vi. 286. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, V. ix. 3-7 

unjustly, and the same is true of acting and being 
treated justly ; for it is impossible to be treated un
justly unless the other acts unjustly, or to be treated 
justly unless he acts justly. 

' But if to act unjustly is simply to do harm to some
one voluntarily, and voluntarily means knowing the 
person affected, the instrument, and the manner of 
injury, it will follow both that the man of defective 
self-restraint, inasmuch as he voluntarily harms him
self, voluntarily suffers injustice, and also that it is 
possible for a man to act unjustly towards himself 
(for the possibility of this is also a debated question). 

1 5 Moreover, lack of self-restraint may make a person 
j voluntarily submit to being harmed by another ; 
f which again would prove that it is possible to suffer 

injustice voluntarily. But perhaps this definition of 
acting unjustly is incorrect, and we should add 
to the words ' to do harm knowing the person affected, 
the instrument and the manner '.the further q ualifica-

6 tion ' against that person's wish.' If so, though a 
man can be harmed and can have an unjust thing 
done to him voluntarily, no one can suffer injustice 
voluntarily, because no one can "\\7ish to be harmed : 
even the unrestrained man does not, but acts con
trary to his wish, since no one \vishes for a thing that 
he does not think to be good, and the unrestrained 

7 man does what he thinks he ought not to do. One 
who gives a\vay what is his own-as Homer tJ says 
that Glaucus gave to Diomede 

golden arms for bronze, 
An hundred beeves' worth for the worth of nine-

cannot be said to suffer injustice ; for giving rests 
with oneself, suffering injustice does not-there has 
to be another person who acts unjustly. 
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Richards. 
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8 It is clear then that it is not possible to sufFer 
injustice voluntarily. 

There still remain two of the questions that we 
proposed to discuss: (I) Is it ever he who gives the 
unduly large share, or is it always he who receives 
it, that is guilty of the injustice? and (2) Can one 
act unjustly towards oneself ? 

9 If the former alternative is possible, that is, if it Oan a man 
may be the giver and not the receiver of too large w~~rg him· 
a share who acts unjustly, then when a man know- se 

ingly and voluntarily assigns a larger share to another 
than to himself-as modest people are thought to 
do, for an equitable man is apt to take less than his 
due-this is a case of acting unjustly towards oneself. 
But perhaps this also requires qualification. For 
the man who gave himself the smaller share may 
possibly have got a larger share of some other good 
thing, for instance glory, or intrinsic moral nobility. 
Also the inference may be re(uted by referring to 
our definition of acting unjustly: in the case sup-
posed, the distributor has nothing done to him against 
his wish ; therefore he does not suffer injustice 
merely because he gets the smaller share : at most 
he only suffers damage. 

10 And it is clear that the giver as well as the receiver 
of an undue share may be acting unjustly, and that 
the receiver is not doing so in all cases. For the 
charge of injustice attaches, not to a man of whom 
it can be said that he does what is unjust, but to one 
of whom it can be said that he does this voluntarily, 
that is to say one from whom the action originates ; 
and the origin of the act in this case lies in the 
giver and not in the receiver of the share. 

II Again, ' to do a thing ' has more than one meaning. 
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I 'R"WS • • • 'R"WS • • • oi] Bywater : 'R"WS • • • 'R"Wf • • • ~e. 

ca It is not clear whether this is meant to apply, in certain 
circumstances, to the distributor, or to the receiver, or to 
both. 
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In a certain sense a murder is done by the inanimate 
instrument, or by the murderer's hand, or by a slave 
acting under orders. But though these do what is 
unjust, they cannot be said to act unjustly.a 

12 Again, although if a judge has given an unfair 
judgement in ignorance, he is not guilty of injustice, 
nor is the judgement unjust, in the legal sense of 
justice (though the judgement is unjust in one 
sense, for legal justice is different from justice in 
the primary sense), yet if he knowingly gives an 
unjust judgement, he is himself taking more than 

13 his share, either of favour or of vengeance. Hence 
a judge who gives an unjust judgement for these 
motives takes more than his due just as much as if 
he shared the proceeds of the injustice; for even 
a judge who assigns a piece of land on that condition 
does not receive land but money. 

14 Men think that it is in their power to act unjustly, !s be.ing 

and therefore that it is easy to -be just. But really ~~s!~;·, 0111 

this is not so. It is easy to lie with one's neighbour's 
wife or strike a bystander ·or slip some n1oney into 
a man's hand, and it is in one's po,ver to do these 
things or not ; but to do them as a result of a certain 
disposition of mind is not easy, and is not in one's 

15 power. Similarly men suppose it requires no special 
wisdom to know what is just and what is unjust, be
cause it is not difficult to understand the things 
about which the law pronounces. But the actions 
prescribed by law are only accidentally just actions. 
Horv a.n action must be performed, how a distribu
tion must be made to be a just action or a just 
distribution-to kno'v this is a harder task than to 
.kno'v what medical treatment will produce health. 
Even in medicine, though it is easy to know what 
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1 oux Kb: oueev. 
I TOUTO o' r: OLCt Tour' (8Lo TOUT' Zwinger). 

• i.~., that acting unjustly is in our own power, § 14. 
, €1TLELKES in some contexts means ' suitable ' or ' reason

able.' 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, V. ix. 15---x. 1 

honey, wine and hellebore, cautery and surgery are, 
to know how and to whom and when to apply them 
so as to effect a cure is no less an undertaking than 

16 to be a physician. And for this very reason a men 
think that the just man may act unjustly no less than 
justly, because the just man is not less but rather 
more able than another to do any particular unjust 
thing: for example, he can lie with a woman, or strike 
a blow, and a brave man can throw away his shield, 
and can wheel to the right or left and run away. 
But to be a coward and to be guilty of injustice 
consists not in doing these things (except accident
ally), but in doing them from a certain disposition of 
mind; just as to be a physician and cure one's 
patients is not a matter of employing or not employ
ing surgery or drugs, but of doing so in a certain 
manner. 

17 Claims of justice exist between persons who share 
in things generally speaking good, and who can have 
too large a share or too small a share of them. There 
are persons who cannot have too large a share of 
these goods: doubtless, for example, the gods. And 
there are those who can derive no benefit from any 
share of them : namely, the incurably vicious ; to 
them all the things generally good are harmful. 
But for others they are beneficial within limits ; 
and this is the case with ordinary mortals. 

x We have next to speak of Equity and the equitable, Equity. 
and of their relation to Justice and to \vhat is just 
respectively. For upon examination it appears that 
Justice and Equity are neither absolutely identical 
nor generically different. Sometimes, it is true, we 
praise equity and the equitable man, so much ~o 
that we even apply the word ' equitable ' b as a term 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, V. x. 1-1 

of approval to other things besides what is just, 
and use it as the equivalent of ' good,' denoting by 
' more equitable ' merely that a thing is better. 
Yet at other times, \vhen we think the matter out, 
it scen1s strange that the equitable should be praise
worthy if it is something other than the just. If 
they are different, either the just or the equitable 
is not good ; if both are good, they are the same 
thing. 

2 These then are the considerations, n1ore or less, 
from which the difficulty as to the equitable arises .. 
Yet they are all in a manner correct, and not really 
inconsistent. For equity, while superior to one sort 
of justice, is itself just : it is not superior to justice 
as being generically different from it. Justice and 
equity are therefore the same thing, and both are 
good, though equity is the better. 

3 The source of the difficulty is that equity, though 
just, is not legal justice, but a rectification of legal 

! 4 justice. The reason for this is that law is al,vays a 
general statement, yet there are cases which it is 
not possible to cover in a general statement. In 
matters therefore where, while it is necessary to speak 
in general terms, it is not possible to do so correctly, 
the law takes into consideration the majority of 
cases, although it is not unaware of the error this 
involves. And this does not make it a \Vrong law; 
for the error is not in the law nor in the la,vgiver, 
but in the nature of the case : the material of con-

5 duct is essentially irregular. When therefore the 
law lays down a general rule, and thereafter a case 
arises \vhich is an exception to the rule, it is then 

. right, where the lawgiver's pronouncement because 
of its absoluteness is defective and erroneous, to 
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NIOOMAOHEAN ETHICS, V. x. 1-xi. 1 

rectify the defect by deciding as the lawgiver would 
himself decide if he were present on the occasion, 
and would have enacted if he had been cognizant 

6 of the case in question. Hence, \vhile the equitable 
is just, and is superior to one sort of justice, it is not 
superior to absolute justice, but only to the error 
due to its absolute statement. This is the essential 
nature of the equitable : it is a rectification of law 
\vhere law is defective because of its generality. In 
fact this is the reason why things are not all de
termined by law : it is because there are some cases 
for which it is impossible to lay down a law, so that 

7 a special ordinance becomes necessary. For what 
is itself indefinite can only be measured by an 
indefinite standard, like the leaden rule a used by 
Lesbian builders ; just as that rule is not rigid but 
can be bent to the shape of the stone, so a special 
ordinance is made to fit the circumstances of the case. 

8 It is now plain \vhat the equitable is, and that it is 
just, and that it is superior to one sort of justice. 
And from this it is clear what the equitable man is : 
he is one who by choice and habit does what is equit
able, and who does not stand on his rights unduly, 
but is content to receive a smaller share although 
he has the law on his side. And the disposition 
described is Equity; it is a special kind of Justice, 
not a different quality altogether. 

xi The foregoing discussion has indicated the ans\ver A man ean

to the question, Is it possible or not for a man to ~f!:I~n!or 
commit injustice against himself? (I) One class of sufferwr~mg 
. . . f h . d . h volunta.nly JUSt actions consists o t ose acts, In accor ance w1t (see c. ix.). 

• Explained either as used in building with polygonal 
· stones (but this was not peculiar to Lesbos), or in making 

the Lesbian form of moulding, which had a double curve. 
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a The arg-ument seems to be, that suicide does not prove 
the possibility of a man's comtnitting' injustice,' in the wider 
sense of any illegal injury, against himself. Suicide is an 
aet of injustice in this sense, since it is the voluntary inflic
tion of bodiJy harm not in retaliation and therefore contrary 
to law; but it i& an offence not against oneself but against 
the State, since it is punished as such. 

b Or perhaps,' and any form of homicide that it does not 
expressly permit.' 

c i.e., the principle of retaliation. 
"At Athens a suicide's hand was buried apart from the 

body; Aeschines, Otea. 244. 
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any virtue, which are ordained by }a,v.a For instance, 
the la'v does not sanction suicide (and 'vhat b it does 

2 not expressly sanction, it forbids). Further, \Vhen a 
man voluntarily (which means with knowledge of the 
person affected and the instrument employed) does 
an injury (not in retaliation) that is against the 
law, he commits injustice. But he who kills himself 
in a fit of passion, voluntarily does an injury (against 
the right principle c) which the law does not allow. 

3 Therefore the suicide commits injustice; but against 
whom ? It seems to be against the state rather than 
against himself; for he suffers voluntarily, and 
nobody suffers injustice voluntarily. This is why 
the state exacts a penalty ; suicide is punished by 
certain marks of dishonour,£' as being an offence 
against the state. 

4 (2) ~foreover, it is not possible to act unjustly 
towards oneself in the sense in 'vhich a man is unjust 
who is a doer of injustice only and not universally 
wicked. (This case is distinct from the former, 
because Injustice in one sense is a special forrn of 
wickedness, like Co,vardice, and does not imply 
universal wickedness ; hence it is necessary further 
to show that a man cannot commit injustice against 
himself in this sense either.) For (a) if it were, it 
\\·ould be possible for the same thing to have been 
taken away from and added to the same thing at 
the same time. But this is impossible : justice and 
injustice always necessarily imply more than one 

i person. Again (b) an act of injustice must be 
voluntary and done from choice, and also unprovoked ; 
we do not think that a man acts unjustly if having 
s:uffered he retaliates, and gives what he got. But 
"rhen a man injures himself, he both does and suffers 
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• This clause has no grammatical connexion with the 
rest of the sentence ; Ramsauer brackets it, Rassow supplies 
before it ro 8e 8tKatorpa."'(EW piuov, 'whereas just conduct 
is a mean.' 
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NICOMAOHEAN ETHICS, V. xi. 6-9 

the same thing at the same time. Again (c) if a man 
could act unjustly towards himself, it would be possible 

6 to suffer injustice voluntarily. Furthermore (d) no 
one is guilty of injustice without committing some 
particular unjust act ; but a man cannot commit 
adultery with his own wife, or burglary on his own 
premises, or theft of his own property. 

(3) And generally, the question, Oan a man 
act unjustly towards himself ? is solved by our 
decision upon the question, Can a man suffer in
justice voluntarily ? 

7 (It is further manifest that, though both to suffer 
and to do injustice are evils-for the former is to 
have less and the latter to have more than the mean, 
corresponding a to what is health-giving in medicine 
and conducive to fitness in athletic training
nevertheless to do injustice is the worse evil, for it 
is reprehensible, implying vice in the agent, and vice 
utter and absolute-or nearly ·so, for it is true that 
not every wrong act voluntarily committed implies 
vice-, whereas to suffer injustice does not necessarily 

8 imply vice, viz. injustice, in the victim. Thus in 
itself to suffer injustice is the lesser evil, though acci
dentally it may be the greater. With this however 
science is not concerned ; science pronounces pleurisy 
a more serious disorder than a sprain, in spite of the 
fact that in certain circumstances a sprain may be 
accidentally worse than pleurisy, as for instance if 
it should happen that owing to a sprain you fell 
and in consequence were taken by the enemy and 
killed.) 

9 In a metaphorical and analogical sense however 
. there is such a thing as justice, not towards oneself 
but between different parts of one's nature; not, 
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NICO~IACHEAN ETliiCS, V. xi. 9-10 

it fs true, justice in the full sense of the term, 
but such justice as subsists between master and 
slave, or between the head of a household and his 
wife and children. For in the discourses on this 
question a a distinction is set up bet,veen the rational 
and irrational parts of the soul ; and this is what 
leads people to suppose that there is such a thing 
as injustice to,vards oneself, because these parts of 
the self may be thwarted in their respective desires, 
so that there may be a sort of justice between them, 
such as exists bet,veen ruler and subject. 

10 So much may be said in description of Justice and 
of the other ~f oral Virtues. 

§ Plato's Republic and the writings :>f Plato's followers: 
ef. 1. xiii. 9 • .. 
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Kat. E7T£ TWV a/\1\WV, EU'Tt TLS UK01TOS 11pos OV , fJ' I f \ \ I Jl ) I \ ' I 
a110 /\E1TWV 0 TOV 1\0yov EXWV E1TtTEtVEt Kat aVLY)GtV 1 

I ' \ f/ ,... I c\ l:.l 
Kat T£S EGTLV opos TWV f.LEGO'TYJTWV, as f.LE'Taf:> V 

cpaJ.LEV elvat T~S vnepfJoA~s Kat T~S €AAelif;ew~, 
J/ \ ' ' 8' \I " ~\ \ \ 1 ovaas KaT a TOV • op ov 1\oyov. eaT£ oe TO p,ev 25 

' ""' t/ '\ e \ I '8 \ ~ \ ,./.,.I \ Et7TEtV OV'TWS ai\'Y) ES f.LEV, OV EV OE aa~ES. Kat, 
' ' .... . ,,, ' ' ' ' ' " ' \ yap ev Tats al\t\ats E7rtf.LE/\Etats, 7TEpt oaas eaT tV 

' I ""' ' '\ (}' \ ' ""' fl " E1T£G'TY)JLYJ, TOV'T a/\1) ES' JLEV EL1TELV, OT£ OVTE 
\ I J/ )\ I ~ " "' ) ~ \ f (} "' 

1T/\E£W OV'TE El\a'T'TW oEt 1TOVEI..V OVoe pq. VJLEtV1 
'\ \ \ \ I \ f f ) 8\ \I ""' ~\ 

a/\1\a Ta JLEGa Ka£ WS 0 op OS /\Oyos· TOV'TO OE 
I " N '8 \ "' )~ I \ I 'f' J.LOVOV EXWV av 'T£S OV EV aV ELOELYJ 71/\EOV, OLOV 80 

""' ~ .... ,./.,. ' () ' ' ""' , ,, 
1TOt,a OE£ 11p0a~epea at 7TpOS TO UWJLa, Et, T£S El.1T€£EV 
_, fl f) \ \I \ f f I J/ 
OTt, oaa 'Y} t.a'TpLKYJ KE/\EVEt Kat WS 0 TaV'T'Y)V EXWV, 

3 ~ \ ~ ""' \ \ \ ""' 'lit ""' t/ C \ I 
a£o aet Kat TTEP£ Tas TTJS -yVXTJS E~ ets J.L'YJ povov 

1 Ked om. Kbr. 

• Of. u. vi., esp. § 15. 
& The words denote tightening and loosening a bowstring, 

and also tuning a lyre. The former image is suggested by 
the preceding words, but the latter perhaps is a better 
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BOOK VI 

i WE have already said a that it is right to choose the Bk. VI. The 
mean and to avoid excess and deficiency and that I~tellectual 

' V1rtues. 
the mean is prescribed by the right principle. Let c •. i. The 

us now analyse the latter notion. ~~r~:iple, 
In the case of each of the moral qualities or dis- ~hich 

1 positions that have been discussed, as with all the t~~e~a!e• 
other virtues also, there is a certain mark to aim at, ~~t~~i! 
on which the man who kno,vs the principle involved now~ be 
fixes his gaze, and increases or relaxes the tension b defined. 

accordingly ; there is a certain ~tandard determining 
those modes of observing the mean which we define 
as lying between excess and defect, being in con-

2 formity with the right principle. This bare state
ment however, although true, is not at all enlighten
ing. In all departments of human endeavour that 
have been reduced to a science, it is true to say that 
effort ought to be exerted and relaxed neither too 
much nor too little, but to the medium amount, and 
as the right principle decides. Yet a person know
ing this truth will be no wiser than before: for 
example, he will not know what medicines to take 
merely from being told to take everything that 
medical science or a medical expert would prescribe. 

3 Hence with respect to the qualities of the soul also, 

metaphor for that avoidance of the too much and the too 
little which, according to Aristotle, constitutes right conduct. 
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ARIS'fOTLE 

d) .. TJfJW~1 Elvat. 'TOVT' ElpYJfLI.vov, aAAU Ka~ 8twpt-
l 12 ' \ ~ '()' \1 \ I I 

Uf-LEVOV 'TLS EaTLV 0 op OS 1\0yos- Ka£ TOVTOV 'TLS 
f/ 

opo~. rr \ ~ \ ""' '!1/, ""' ' \ ~ \ I \ \ 
4 US O'YJ T'YJ~ "fVXTJ~ apETa~ OLEI\OJLEVOt Ta~ fLEV 3j 

,. .... ''8 '' . ../... ' ~ ' .... ~ ' ELVa£ TOV TJ' OVS 6.pUf-LEV Ta~ OE TTJS otaVOLaS. 11: 
\ \ -;' ""' , () ,.. ~ \ \ I [J \ ~ \ 

7TEpt f-LEV OVV TWV TJ LKWV otEI\1}1\VUafLEV, 7TEpt 0€ 

Twv Aot7Twv, 7TEp£ tftvxfjs 7TpwTov el7TovTES, ;\€ywJ.LEV 

5 t/ I \ 1' )\ I () ~ , 1' I 
OVTWS. 7TpOTEpov JLEV OVV E/\EX 1} OV ELVa£ JLEPYJ 

...,. ./, ""' I \ I '' \ \ "\ """' 
TTJ~ "fVXTJ~, TO 'T€ 1\oyov €XOV Kat TO al\oyov· VVV 5 
~\ \ ""' \I Jl \ ' \ I 
o€ 7T€pt TOV 1\oyov exovTo~ TOV avTov Tpo7TOV 
~ I \ t I e ~ I \ \ I '' otatpETEOV, Kat V7TOK€LG W OVO Ta 1\0')JOV EXOVTa, 

EV J.LEV ip 8ewpovp.,ev Ta TO~avTa 'TWV OVT(UV oawv 
f ' \ \ ' ~ ' ''\ \ , t\ ~ \ 1' ' at apxat f-LTJ evoExovTat a/\1\W~ EX€tv, ev o€ cp Ta 
'~I \ \ \""'I tl \...,. 

EVoEXOfLEVa • 7rpos yap ra TlfJ yevet ETEpa Kat TWV 

Tfjs if;vxfjs ftoplwv eTEpov Tip y€vet. To 7Tpo~ EKa- 10 
,/... I '' ()' f I I \ ' TEpov 7TE't'VKOS, EL1TEp Ka Of-L0£0TY)'Ta T£Va Kat OL-

. I f ""' f I ' ""' \ I () ~\ 6 K€tOTTJTa TJ yvwaL~ V7TapxE£ avTots. /\EyE a w o€ 
I \ \ ' \ \ ~\ \ I 

'TOV'TWV 'TO fLEV ETrLGT1]fLOVLKOV 'TO 0€ 1\0ytaTt.KoV• 
\ \ f3 \ I 0 \ \ 'Y (} ' I 'f} \ 'TO yap OVI\E~Ea at Kat- 1\0yt';:,Ea a£ TUVTOV, OV ElS 

~ \ f3 \ I \ ""' \ ) ~ I "\ \ 
OE OVI\EVETat. 7TEpt 'TWV JLTJ €VOEXOf.LEVWV U/\1\WS' 
Jl tl \ \ I ' tl I ""' 
exetv, waTE TO 1\oytaTtKov eaT tv ev Tt f-LEpos 'TOV 15 
\1 '' \ I J/) f I I 7 1\oyov exovTo~. /\Y}1TTEOV ap EKaTepov 'TOVTWV 

I f Q \ I tiC, tl \ ) \ f I 
'TL~ TJ fJEI\TLa'TTJ Es tS'• aVTY) yap apETTJ EKa'TEpOV. 

• • t ~' ' \ ' ' ,, \ ' ""' ' ~, U YJ 0 apETYJ 7TpOS 'TO epyov TO OLKELOV. 'Tpta 0 
) \ ' ""' '!1/, ,.. \ I I {; \ ) \ () I 

Ea'Tt.V EV TTJ 'fVXTJ 'Ta KVpta 7Tpa':, EWS Kat. ai\Yj EtaS, 

1 rls Kb: rls r'. 

a Book ·vr. thus purports to explain further the definition 
of l\1ora] Virtue (n. vi. 15), while at the same time (§ 4) 
continuing the analysis of the definition of Happiness 
(1. vii. 15) by examining the Intellectual Virtues. 

• ... 9 I. Xlll. • 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VI. i. 3-ii. 1 

it is not enough merely to have established the 
truth of the above formula ; we also have to define 
exactly what the right principle is, and what is the 
standard that determines it. a 

4 No'v we have divided the Virtues of the Soul into 
two groups, the Virtues of the Character and the 
Virtues of the Intellect. The former, the Moral 
Virtues, we have already discussed. Our account 
of the latter must be prefaced by some remarks 
about psychology. 

· 5 It has been said before b that the soul has two 'fhe Intel

parts, one rational and the other irrational. Let ~~\~~18 are 
us now similarly divide the rational part, and let thoseofthe 
• b d h h . 1 .e 1 . two sub-It e assume t at t ere are t'vo rat1ona 1acu t1es, divisions of 

one whereby we contemplate those things whose the rational 
• • part of the 

first principles are Invariable, and one 'vhereby we t;o~l, ~he 
t 1 t th th. h. h d •t f · t" SCientific con emp a e ose 1ngs w IC a m1 o varia Ion : Faculty and 

since, on the assumption that knowledge is based on t~e Calcula-

l.k ffi •t f t b l . tive or a 1 eness or a n1 y o some sor et,veen su )J ect Deliberative 
and object, the parts of the soul adapted to the FacultJ. 

cognition of objects that are of different kinds must 
. 6 themselves differ in kind. These t'vo rational facul-

. ties may be desjgnat~d the Scientific Faculty and the 
Calculative Faculty respectively; since calculation is 
the same as deliberation, and deliberation is never 
exercised about things that are invariable, so that 
the Calculative Faculty is a separate part of the 
rational half of the soul. 

7 We have therefore to ascertain what disposition 
of each of these faculties is the best, for that will be 
the special virtue of each. 

But the virtue of a faculty is related to the special 
ii.function which that faculty performs. N o'v there 

are three elements in the soul which control action 
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ARISTOTLE 

2 ata01JCTLS VOVS opegt.S. TOtJ.rwv 8' 1j afa01JULS 

OVOEJLtas apx~ wpagews· ofjAov 8€ TfjJ Ttt 81Jpla 10 
,, (} ' , ll; ~' ' "" , ata TJO"LV JLEV EXELV, 1Tpac.:, ews oe JLTJ Kotvwvetv .-eaT£ 

~) ~~ ) ~ I I,/.,.. \ ) I,/.,.. "' t 
0 07TEp EV oLaVOLlf KaTa'jJaULS Kat a1TO'jJaU£S, TOV'T 

) ) I{; ~I {; \ ,/.,.. I tf ' ) ~\ f 'f) \ 
EV opec.:, €£ OLWs LS Kat 'jJvyrr WUT E'lTEtOY} '1] 'I] LK'l} 

' \ til; I f ~ \ I Jl {; 
apETYJ Es ts 7TpoatpET£K'l}, '1} oE 7Tpoatpeats opec.:, LS 

fiovAEVTLK~' 0€~ OLa TaVTa1 T6v TE A6yov aAYJ8~ 
1: \ \ :II {; ) ()I tl f I 

EtVa£ Kat, T'f}V opEc.:, LV op YJV, EL7TEp '1] 7TpOatp€ULS tl 
~ I \ \ ' \ \ \ ,/.,.I \ ~\ 

U7Tovoata, Kat Ta avra TOV JLEV 'rava£ TYJV oe 
8 ~ I tl \ '1' f ~ I \ f ) \ '(} 

OLWKELV. aVTYJ J.LEV OVV '1} oLaVOLa Kat '1J ai\Yj Eta 
I "' ~\ (} "' ~ I \ \ 

7TpaKTLKYJ, TYJS oe EWPT)TtKY]S otavotas Kat JL'YJ 
"' ~\ .... \ .. ' "" 'ITpaKTtKY]S JLYJOE 1T0£'1]T£K'Y}S TO EV Kat KaKWS 

TaA'YJ8€s €art Kai tf;eiJ8os· Tovro yap eaTt 1Tavros 

~taVOYJTtKoiJ €pyov, Tov 8~ 7TpaKTLKOV [Kat ] 1 so 
OLaVOYJTLKOV ~ aA~fJeta OJLOAoyws €xovaa Tfl 

, ll; .... , {)"""' ll; \ '1' , ' 
' opec; et TTI op YJ.-1Tpac; ews fLEV ovv apxTJ 1Tpo· 

"I ( r:I(J f I ' \ \' ' 1" tf ) atpEULS 0 EV 1J KLVYJULS U/\1\ OVX OV EVEKa , 1Tp0• 
I ~\ :II {;• \ \1 f tl I ~ \ 

atpeaews oE opEs, LS Kat 1\oyos o EVEKa Ttvos· ato 
" ' " " \ ~ I J/ ' ' ' '() "' ' \ OVT avev vov. Kat otavotas ovT avev 'Y) tKTJS EUTtJI 

tf{; f I [ ' 1;1 \ \ \ 
Es EWS '1} npoatpeat.s. EV7Tpac.:, ta yap Kat, TO 

1 OLCI. ra.vra l\Ib: Of ravra. p.lv Kb, OLa JI.Ell Ta.vTa. Lb, f.J.EP Bt& 
'rQ.UTa. r, OLa raura Apelt. I ed. 

" vovf here bears its usual philosophic sense of the 
intellect, or rational part of the ' soul,' as a whole, whose 
function is ouivota, thought in general. In c. vi. it is given 
a special and restricted meaning, and this in c. xi. is 
related to the popular use of the word to denote ' good 
sense' or practical intelligence. 

b 1rpa~Ls means rational action, conduct. The move
ments of aniinals, Aristotle appears to think, are mere 
reactions to the stimuli of sensation. 

c Green wood points out that the passage would be clearer 
if § 2 mid.-§ 3, ' Pursuit • • . right desire,' and § 5, 
' Thought by itself . . . desire aims,' came lower down, after 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VI. ii. 1-4 

and the attainment of truth: namely, Sensation, ~~ funo· 
Intellect 0 and Desire bon of. the•• 

' • Faculties to 
J Of these, Sensation never originates action, as is t;taii~ truth. 

shown by the fact that animals have sensation but 0re!t1~on 
are not capable of action. b Calculative 

P . d .d . h h f D . Faculty to c ursu1t an avo1 ance In t e sp ere o es1re Moz:al 
correspond to affirmation and denial in the sphere Action. 

of the Intellect. Hence inasmuch as moral virtue 
is a disposition of the mind in regard to choice,t' and 
choice is deliberate desire,e it follows that, if the 
choice is to be good, both the principle must be true 
and the desire right, and that desire must pursue the 

3 same things as principle affirms. We are here speak
ing of practical thinking, and of the attainment of 
truth in regard to action ; with speculative thought, 
which is not concerned with action or production, 
right and wrong functioning consist in the attain
ment of truth and falsehood respectively. The 
attainment of truth is indeed the function of every 
part of the intellect, but that of the practical intel
ligence is the attainment ·of truth corresponding to 
right desire/ 

4 Now the cause of action (the efficient, not the 
final cause) is choice,u and the cause of choice is 
desire and reasoning directed to some end. Hence 
choice necessarily involves both intellect or thought 
and a certain disposition of character (1' for doing well 
the verse-quotation in § 6. The earlier part of § 6 is a 
parenthetical note. • n. vi. 15. • nr. iii. 19. 

t i.e., truth about the means to the attainment of the 
rightly desired End. 

fl Of. III. ii. 1 note. Here again rpoalp€(J'LS seems to mean 
choice of means, not of ends. 

A 'This clause must be rejected as superfluous and logically 
unsound : the nature of action is explained by that of 
' choice,' not vice versa. 
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I 1 ' I l: " ~ I \ "(} t EVaVTLOV EV 11pas EL UVEV otaVOLUS" Kat TJ OVS OVIC 85 

IS EUTLV. ] 1
-0LCtVOta S' aVT~ ov0€v KLVEt, aM' ~ 

~~ I \ I ~~ \ \ """' 
EVEKa 'TOV Kat npar<TtKYf aVTYJ yap Kat TTJS 7TOLTJ• 1139 

"' '' rl I """ ""' f ""' 'TLKYJS apXE£ • EVEKa yap TOV 7TOLEt 7TUS 0 7TOtWV, 
\ ' 1\ f \ ""' ' \ \ \ I \ \ \ Kat OV 'TE/\OS a111\WS a/\1\a 11pos 'T£ KaL TLVOS 'TO 

I '\\\ \ I f \ ' l:l 
'ITOLYJTOV. a/\1\a TO 77pa1~ToV• 'Y) yap €V7Tpas La 

1\ f ~' " /: I ~ \ "' ' \ ""' 1'"€/\0S, 'Y) 0 opec.:,tS TOVTov· OLO 'l} opEKTLKOS VOV~ 6 

f I "' H l: ~ I \ [,f,JS '7 11poatpeats 1J opes tS otaVOY]TtKY), Kat .1 
I ' \ H () TotaVTYJ apxTJ av pwnos. 

8 (0 ' '' ~ \ \ '() \ I 1' VK EUT£ 0€ 11poatp€TOV OV EV ')'E')'OVOS", OLOV 

ov0EtS 11poatpEtTat "IAtov 7TE11opfJT]KEvat • ovo~ 
' a ' , ' "' I ,,,, ' 'Yap tJOVI\EVETat 7T€pt TOV ')'EYOVOTOS a/V\a 7TEpt 

"""' ' I \ ' ~ I \ ~\ \ 
TOV EUOJ.LEVov Kat evoexOJ.LEVov, TO oe yeyovos 

' ' ~ , \ I () ~ \ ' ()- 'A '0 OVK evoexeTat J.LYJ yevea at· oto op ws ya wv 

I \ ' ' "' \ () \ I 10 J.LOVOV yap aVTOV Kat EOS UTEptaKETat. 
'I ""~ ,,, 1' I 
U'}'EVTJTU 71'0£EtV aaa av TJ 1TE7TpayJ.LEVa. 

'A ./... I ~ \ "' ..... fJ.CrOTEpWV OTJ 'TWV VOYJTLKWV 
I '\ I(J 

J.LOpLWV ai\T} Eta 

\ '' 8' t\ 1' I \ To epyov. Ka as ovv fLai\LaTa 
~1/; '\ () I 
Ec.:, ElS UI\Yj EVU€£ 

f ' "' , ' ' ,/, ..... EKUTEpov, avTa£ apeTat aJ.L't'OLV. 

iii , ApgaJ.LEVOt oov avwOev 7r€pt aVTWV 7TUA£V 
\ I " ~~ 1' ) \ () I f ./, \ """ 
1\EYWJ.LEV. EUTW 0.1 OtS" UI\T} EVEt '1} "fVXTJ 'Tlp 16 

)..1 ,., ' ,1...1 I \ ' (} I "" 
KaTa't'aVat 1J U1TO't'avat 'ITEVTE 'TOV apt J.LOV• TaVTa 

l Greenwood. I [ ~] ? Richards. 

o For this distinction between making and doing, pro
duction and action or conduct, see I. i. 2, 5. 

, See note bon t. iv. 2. 
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NICOl\1ACHEAN ETHICS, VI. ii. 4-iii. 1 

and the reverse in the sphere of action necessarily 
involve thought and character]. 

I Thought by itself however moves nothing, but 
only thought directed to an end, and dealing with 
action. This indeed is the moving cause of pro
ductive activity a also, since he who makes some
thing always has some further end in view : the act 
of making is not an end in itself, it is only a means, 
and belongs to something else. Whereas a thing 
done is an end in itself: since doing well (welfare b) 
is the End, and it is at this that desire aims. 

Hence Choice may be called either thought related Definition of 
. . l d h h d Choice or to desire or desire re ate to t oug t ; an man, Purpose. 

as an originator of action, is a union of desire and 
intellect. 

6 (Choice is not concerned with anything that has 
happened already : for example, no one chooses 
to have sacked Troy ; for neither does one deliber
ate about what has happened in the past, but 
about what still lies in the future and may happen 
or not ; what has happened cannot be made not 
to have happened. Hence Agathon is right in 
saying 

This only is denied even to God, 
The power to make what has been done undone.) 

The attainment of truth is then the function of 
both the intellectual parts of the soul. Therefore 
their respective virtues are those dispositions which 
will best qualify them to attain truth. 

iii Let us then discuss these virtues afresh, going The ftve 

more deeply into the matter. !~~!~in 
Let it be assumed that there are five qualities qualitie~ 

through which the mind achieves truth in affirmation 
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~t J \ I J I J.. I J.. I .-. 
o £GT£ TEXVYJ, E7T£GT'YJJL'YJ, 'rPOV'fJU£S 1 ao'rta, vovf• 

vTToA~t/JEt yap Kai 86g71 evoexeTat 8taifJev8ea8ar.. 
) I \ 1' I ' ) .-.8 J.. I J 2 E7TI,UTTjfl/Y} Jl.-EV OVV Tt. EUTLV 1 EVTEV EV 'raVEpOV 1 El. 

8ei aKpt{3oAoyE'ia8a£ Kai p.-~ aKoAov8e'iv Tais 
f I I \ f \ Ql c\ ' 

op.-otOT1]U£V. '1TaVTES yap V'1TOI\ap.-JJavofLEV, o E7T£- IG 
I e \ ' ~ I 8 Jf\ \ " \ ~t ' UTap.-E a, p.-'YJ evuExea a£ a/\1\WS EXE£v· Ta o EV· 

~ I H\ \ fl , I; A e A I 
OEXOJ-tEVa a/\1\WS' 1 OTaV E5W TOV EWpEtV YEVT)Tat,1 

\ 8 I ) '' "' I 'l: ' I " ) \ 1\aV aVE£ Et. EUTt.V 'YJ Jl.-'YJ• E~ avayK1]S' apa EUTI. 
\ ) I ' ./.~ N \ \ ) I; ' I 

TO E1TtUT'YJTOV. aLotOV apa, Ta yap Es avayK1}S 
II t \ "" I 'J.~ \ ~ t 'J.~ t I 
ovTa a'1TI\WS' '1TaVTa a£ota• Ta o atota ayEV'Y}Ta 

3 \ , ,/.,.(} , ~ ~ \ A ) I ~ A 

Kat a'f" apTa. ET£ otoaK'T'YJ '!T'aaa E'TT'LUT'YJJl.-'YJ OOKEf, 25 .,. , , , , e I , 
EtVa£, Kat 'TO E'1TLUTY)'TOV J.La Y)'TOV. EK 'TT'poy£VWUKO· 

I ~ \ .-. ~ ~ \ I fl \ 1 A 

fLEVWV OE '!T'aaa otoaaKal\ta, WU'TT'Ep Ka£ EV 'TOLS 
, \ .... \1 f \ \ ~, , "' 

aVai\VTLKOLS' 1\EYOfLEV• 'TJ fLEV yap 0£ E'TT'aywy'Y)S1 
f' ~' \\ ,... f ' ~\ , \ , ""1 '1J OE UV/\1\0YLUfLCf:J. 'TJ Jl.-EV O'YJ E'1Taywy'Y} apX'YJS 
, , "" e ·1\ f ~, '' , , "" EU'TL Kat. 'TOV Ka 01\0V 1 0 OE UV/\1\0YLUJLOS' EK TWV 

(} I \ ' \ " t \ 1 /: 'f' fJ \ \ I 
Ka 01\0V• ELULV apa apxa£ E~ WV 0 UVI\I\OY£UfLOS'1 81 

AI 1' ' '' \\ I ' \ " f \ • WV OVK EU'T£ UV/\1\0ytUfLOS'• E'TT'ayWY'Y} apa. 'TJ JLEV 
" ' I ' \ tl I; t ~ I \ fl apa E1TLUT'Y)fL'YJ EUTLV €~ tS' a'1TOOELKT£K'Y} 1 Kat, oaa 
N\ \ ~ r I e ' A ' \ A fl a/\1\a 1TpoaotopLC:JOJLE a EV TOtS' aVai\VTtKOtS'• OTaV 

I I \ I 1 " 1' f 
yap '1TWS' '1TtU'TEV1J Kat yvwpr,J.Lot aVT<fl watv ar, 

t I ' I 1 \ \ A\\ " 
apxat, E1TtaTaTat • Et yap P-'YJ p.-a/\1\ov Tov UVf£· 

I \ Q .Q \ tl(; \ 1 I 
'1T'EpaUJLa'TOS' 1 KaTa UVJl.-JJEJJTJKOS' €~ Et, TTJV E1T£J{.'T'Y)f'1)V. 85 

1 apxfJs Lb : apxfJ. I 0 om. Kb. ' 

• TEXV'YJ, Art, as appears below, stands for eiJTexvla and 
means here ~raftsmanship of any kind ; it includes skill in 
fine art, but is not limited to it. 

" See An. Post. i. 71 a 1 ff. 
• Demonstration in Aristotle means proof by deduction. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VI. iii. 1-4 

or denial, namely Art or technical skill, a Scientific 
Knowledge, Prudence, Wisdom, and Intelligence. 
Conception and Opinion are capable of error. 

2 The nature of Scientific Kno,vledge (employing (1) Science. 
the term in its exact sense and disregarding its 
analogous uses) may be made clear as follows. We 
all conceive that a thing which we know scientifically 
cannot vary ; when a thing that can vary is beyond 
the range of our observation, we do not know whether 
it exists or not. An object of Scientific Knowledge, 
therefore, exists of necessity. It is therefore eternal, 
for everything existing of absolute necessity is 
eternal ; and what is eternal does not come into 

S existence or perish. Again, it is held that all Scientific 
Knowledge can be communicated by teaching, and 
that what is scientifically known must be learnt. 
But all teaching starts from facts previously known, 
as we state in the Analytics,b since it proceeds either 
by way of induction, or else ·by way of deduction. 
Now induction supplies a first principle or universal, 
deduction works from universals ; therefore there 
are first principles from which deduction starts, 
which cannot be proved by deduction ; therefore 

4: they are reached by induction. Scientific Know
ledge, therefore, is the quality whereby we demon
strate,0 with the further qualifications included in 
our definition of it in the Analytics,a namely, that a 
man knows a thing scientifically when he possesses 
a conviction arrived at in a certain way, and when 
the first principles on which that conviction rests are 
known to him with certainty-for unless he is more 
certain of his first principles than of the conclusion 
drawn from them he will only possess the knowledge 

~ See ..dn. Poat. i. '11 b 9 H. 
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\ \ 1'' I ~ '8 \ I 
TT£pt J.LEV OVV E7TtGT1)f.1/Y}S OtWpta W TOV Tp01TOV 

.... 
'TOV'TOV. 

l·v Tov""' ~' ' ~ 1 
,,, ' ' ' , ' o evoEXOf-1-EVOV ai\1\WS' EXELV eaTt T£ Kat 11401 

\ \ I ~I ~' ' \ I \ 2 7TOLYJ'TOV Kat 7TpaKTOV, ETEpov 0 EUTt 7TOLYJGLS' Kat. 
""'C ( I ~\ ' , .... ' ... 7Tpas LS' 7TLGTEVOJ1-EV 0€ 7T€pt aVTWV Kat TOtS 

'C "" \ I ) ., \ t \ \ I ~~c. 
E~ WTEptKot.s 1\oyots • waTE Kat 1J f-1-ETa 1\oyov E~ LS' 

\ ~I I ' ""' \ \ I "' 
7TpaKTLKYJ ETEpov EG'Tt, TYJS' fLETa 1\0YOV 7TOLYJT£K1)S' 5 

;gEWS. [Sto J 1 ovS€ 7TEptEXO~'Tat V7T' dA,\~,\wv· 
'I \ f "' C I '' f I ,.... l:, I 

OVT€ yap 1) npaslS 7TOLYJGLS' OVT€ TJ 7TOLYJGlS 7TpasLS' 
3 ' ' \ ~' t ' ~ \ I I ' \ ea-r tv. E1TE£ o TJ otKooofLLKYJ TEXVYJ TtS eaTt Kat. 

fl ~ll; \ \ I I \ ' ~ I 
07T€p E!:, LS' TtS' JLETa 1\0yov 7TOLY)TtKYj 1 Kat OVOEf-1-La 

'' I ' \ ~I ' \ \ I \ OVTE TEXV'Y} EGTLV 'YJTLS' ov fLETa 1\oyov 7TOL'Y}TtK1] 
"C ' I J/ I t'\ ' I ' \ " Es LS' eaT tv, ovTe TotaVT1] TJ ov TEXVYJ, TaVTov av 10 

tl I \ ~~c. \ \I '\ () "' I 
EtT} TEXVYJ Kat Es LS' JLETa 1\oyov ai\Y) ovs 7TOt'Y}TtK1J. 
tl ~ \ I "' \ I \ \ I r 

4 eaTL oE TEXV1J 7Taaa 7TEpt yeveatv, Kat TO TEXVaseLv 

[ \ ]2 () ""' ~~ '' I I """' ' ~ I Kat ewpetv 01TWS' av YEV1JTat Tt TWV EVOEXOf-1-EVWV 
\ 1' \ ' 1" ' 'i' f , \ ' .... 

Kat ELVa£ Kat J.LYJ €£Vat, Kat WV TJ apxYJ EV Tlp 
,... ) \ \ \ \ • ' ,... I 'I \ 

7TOLOVVT£ al\1\a fL YJ EV Tip 7TOtOV f-1-EV!.p • OV'T€ yap 
"""' 'C ) I '' '' I f I ' I Twv E~ avayKYJS ovTwv YJ ytVOf-1-EVwv 1J TEXVYJ EaT tv, 15 
Jl ,... \ ,./.. I ' t """ \ 'I ,... 

OVT€ TWV KaTa 'rvatV • EV aVTOtS' yap EXOVG'£ TaV'Ta 
' ) I ' \ ~\ ' ' "'C fl IS TTJV apxYJv. E7TEt oe 'lTOtYjats Kat 7Tpas tS' ETepov, 

) I \ I I )\\) ' li; 
avayKYJ TYJV TEXVYJV 'lTOtYJGEWS' a/\1\ ov 7Tpa~ ews 

1' \ I \ \ \ ' I ' t 
Etvat. Kat Tpo1Tov Ttva 1TEpt Ta avTa eaTtv 'YJ 

I ' f I () I \ 'A I() ,./.. ' 'TVX'YJ Kat 'Y} TEXV1J, Ka a1rep Kat ya wv 'Y1JUt 

TEXVTJ TVXTJV Ea'Tepge Kat TVXTJ TEXV1JV. 20 
f \ ';" I ., tl .,{; \ 

61} JLEV ovv TEXVYJ, wa1rep etpYJTat, ests TtS JLETa 
\ I ) \ e """' I ' f ~' ' I 1\0yov ai\Y) OVS 7TOtT)'TI.K1J EG'TtV, 'Y} o aTEXVta 

1 (oto] ed. : Kai. Lb. 1 l\1 uretus. 

0 i.e., the conviction may happen to be true, but. he will 
not hold it as Scientific Knowledge in the proper sense_ of 
the term. 
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in question accidentally.a Let this stand as our 
definition of Scientific Knowledge. 

· lv The class of things that admit of variation includes (2) An. 
2 both things made and actions done. But making 

is different from doing (a distinction we may 
accept from extraneous discourses b). Hence the 
rational quality concerned with doing is different 
from the rational quality concerned with making. 
Nor is one of them a part of the other, for doing is 
not a form of making, nor making a form of doing. 

3 No'v architectural skill, for instance, is an art, and 
it is also a rational quality concerned with making ; 
nor is there any art which is not a rational quality 
concerned with making, nor any such quality which 
is not an art. It follo\vs that an art is the same thing 
as a rational quality, concerned with n1aking, that 

'reasons truly. All Art deals with bringing soine
thing into existence; and to pursue an art means 
to study how to bring into existence a thing which 
may either exist or not, and the efficient cause of 
which lies in the maker and not in the thing made ; 
for i\.rt does not deal with things that exist or come 
into existence of necessity, or according to nature, 
since these have their eflicient cause in themselves. 

6 But as doing and making are distinct, it follows that 
Art, being concerned with making, is not concerned 
with doing. And in a sense Art deals with the 
same objects as chance, as Agathon says: 

Chance is beloved of Art, and Art of Chance. 

8 Art, therefore, as has been said, is a rational 
quality, concerned with making, that reasons truly. 

· Its opposite, Lack of Art, is a rational quality, 
• See note on 1. xiii 9. 
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,-ovvavTlov JLETa Aoyov tfoevoovs 1TOt'Y}TtK~ €,,s, 
\ \ ' ~ I Jl\ \ " Trept TO evuexoJLEVOV a/\1\WS EXEtv. 

v n \ ~\ ,/... I tl '' \ 1{3 (} I ept 0€ 'rPOV'Y]aEWS OVTWS av 1\a OLJLEV, EWp'Yj• 
I \1 \ ,/... I ~ "~\ 

O'UVTES 'TtVaS 1\EYOJLEV 'TOVS 'f'POVLfLOVS. OOKEt O'YJ U 

cppovlJ.LoV elvat To SvvaaOat KaAws {3ovAevaaaOat 
, , t ""' , 8 , , ,./.. I , , 

'1Tept Ta avrlp aya a Kat avfL'f'Epovra, ov KaTa 
I 1' "" \ f I "1 \ ' I 

p.,epos, otov 7Tota 1rpos vytetav 'YJ '1Tpos taxvv, 

" ' '' ' "" ' ' 1' r,.. fl' a "" ~· ~ a/\1\a 'lTOt-a 7TpOS TO EV ':> 'Y}V 01\WS. aYJJ.LELOV 0 
fl \ \ I ,/.. I \1 fl 
OTt Kat 'TOVS TiEpL 'Tt 'f'POVLJ.LOVS 1\EYOJLEV, O'TaV 

\ 1\ ~ " 1" \ I ( 1' I 
'1Tpos TEI\OS Tt a'Tiovoatov EV 1\0ytawvTat wv J.LTJ so 
' I ) tl \ t'l\ '' J/ ,/.. I f f3 EaT£ TEXVYJ • warE J<.at OI\WS a.v ELYJ ..,.,poVLJ.LOS o ov-
' I f3 \ I ~' '(} \ \ ""' )~ I 3 1\EVTLKO~. OVI\EVE'Tat 0 OV ELS 7T€pt 'TWV aoVVaTWV 
"\ \ Jl '~ \ """ \ ' ~ I ' ""' a/\1\WS EXELV, ovoE rwv J.LYJ evoEXOJ.LEVWV avrtp 

""'l: tl ) J/ ' I \ ) ' 
'1Tpasat • war Etnep entaTYJJLYJ J.LEV J.LET a1To· 
~ ll: 1' ~) f ' \ ' ~ I Jl\ \ J1 
oEt.sEWS, wv o at apxat e~'oexovTat a/\1\WS exetv, 

I I ' ' I~ t, ( I \ ' ~ I Tovrwv J.L'YJ eartv a:rouEts ts 1TaVTa yap evoEXETa£ 85 
\ ,,, ' ,, ) \ , Jl f3 ' , (} ' Kat a/\1\WS EXELV , Kat ovK eart OVI\Evaaa at 1TEpt 1140• 

"""' 'l: ' I " ' "' Jl f ,/.. I 'TWV Es avayK1jS OV'TWV, OVK av EL'YJ 1] 'f'POVYjats 
, I '~\ I ' I \ fl )~I 

E'lTtaTYJJ.LYJ, ovoE TEXVYJ • entaT'YJJ.LYJ J.LEV ort EVoEXE· 
\ \ ' '\ \ Jl I ~' ~ Jl\ \ 

Tat ro 7rpaKrov a/\1\WS EXELV, rexvYJ o OT£ ai\1\0 
\ I ll; \ I ,.. 3 \ \ 

4 'TO 'YEVOS' 7TpO-s EWS Kat '1TOL'YJaEwS'• TYJS JLEV yap 
I ff \ 1\ ""' ~ \ I l: ' 

?TOt'Y)aEWS E7'Epov 'TO 'T€1\0S • TYJS OE 7rpas EWS OVI( 5 
" Jl J/ \ ' \ t ' l: I 1\ \ I 
aV El,'Y) • EUTt yap aVT"l} 'YJ EV7Tpas La 'T€1\0S. 1\Et'TTE'Ta, 
, '\ 1' "'l: ,, (}"' \ \1 
apa aVT'Y)V etvat, es tv ai\Yj YJ J.LEra 1\oyov ?TpaK-

' \ \ ' 8 I ) 0' \ I ~ \ I TLK'Y}V 7TEpt, Ta av pW1Tlp aya a Kat KaKa. ·ota 

1 7} r: om. KbLb. 1 lf\ws om. Kb: lJXov r. 
1 -rf}s • • • reXos hie l\f uretus : infra post KaKd codd. 

0 The words ' since • • • itself the end ' in the Mss. follow 
§ 4 ' for human beings.' • See note on 1. iv. 2. 
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concerned with making, that reasons falsely. Both 
deal with that which admits of variation. 

v We may arrive at a definition of Prudence by (3) Prudenoe 
"d · h th h II or Practical cons1 er1ng w o are e persons w om we ca Wisdom. 

prudent. No,v it is held to be the mark of a prudent 
man to be able to deliberate well about what is 
good and advantageous for himself, not in some one 
department, for instance what is good for his health 
or strength, but what is advantageous as a means 

2 to the good life in general. This is proved by the 
fact that we also speak of people as prudent or wise 
in some particular thing, 'When they calculate 'vell 
with a view to attaining some particular end of 
value (other than those ends which are the object 
of an art); so that the prudent man in general will 
be the man who is good at deliberating in general. 

8 But no one deliberates about things that cannot 
vary, nor about things not within his power to do. 
Hence inasmuch as scientific knowledge involves 
demonstration, whereas things whose fundamental 
principles are variable are· not capable of demonstra
tion, because everything about them is variable, 
and inasmuch as one cannot deliberate about things 
that are of necessity, it follows that Prudence is not 
the same as Science. Nor can it be the same as 
Art. It is not Science, because matters of conduct 
admit of variation ; and not Art, because doing and 
making are generically different, a since making aims 
at an end distinct from the act of making, whereas 
in doing the end cannot be other than the act itself: 

'doing well b is in itself the end. It remains there
fore that it is a truth-attaining rational quality, 

. concerned with action in relation to things that are 
good and bad for human beings. 
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"" II \1 \ \ I ,/.. ' TOV'TO EptKI\Ea Kat TOV~ TOLOVTOVS o/POVLJLOVS 
) I (J 'i' f/ \ t "' ' J.) \ \ \ "' 

OLOJLE a EtVat, O'Tt 'Ta UV'TOI.S ayava Kat 'Ta 'TOIS 
' 0 I ~ I 8 "' 1' ~ \ I av pw11ot~ ovvavTat ewpet.,v· ELVat oe TOtOVTOV~ 10 
( I (J \ ) \ \ \ \ I 

'IJYOVJ.L€ a 'TOV~ OLKOVOJ.LtKOV~ Kat 'TOV~ 7TOI\L'TLKOV~. 

( " (J \ \ ,/... I I I ev ev Kat TYJV aw't'poauVYJV 'TOVTlp 1rpoaayopevo .. 
""' , I t IY ' ,/... I 

JLEV Tlp OVOfLa'Tt, WS Gq_Jt;:,OVaav 'TYJV 't'POVYJGL1:1. 
6 I r ~ \ \ I t I\ ,/, ) \ fl 

Gq_Jt;:,Ef.. 0€ TYJV TOLUVTYJV V1TOI\Yj'j'tV• OV yap a11aaav 

V7TOAIJifJtv DLacf>Betpet ovS€ DtaaTplcf>et 'Tb ~ov Ka~ 
\\ I 'r f/ \ I ~ \ 'll""' 

TO I\V7TYJpov, otov oTt TO Tptywvov ova tv opvats 16 
Jl 1 J/ '1\ ' ' ' ' \ \ \ \ \ \ I 
taa~ EXE£ YJ ovK EXEt, aAI\a Ta~ 7TEpt TO 7TpaKTov. 

( \ \, '..... ..... ''('fl \ 
at JLEV yap apxat TWV 7TpaK'TWV TO OV EVEKa Ta 

I "' ~ \ ~ J..(J I ~ ) t ~ \ '1\ \ I 
'ITpal<Ta • 'Tlp OE OLE't' apJLEVlp OL 'YJOOV'Y}V 'YJ I\U1T'Y)V 

)l}\ ) ,/...I ' 12 )~\ ~"'"' I t1 
EVUUS OV 't'atVETUL apxYJ, OVO€ OE£V TOVTOV EVEKEV 

) ~ \ ~ \ "'8' t "'"' 8 I \ I OVO€ ota TOU atpELa at 7TaVTa Kat 1TpaT'TEtV• 
Jl \ ( I ,/...IJ \ ) ""' ) q ) ' I 
eaT£ yap 7J KaKta 't'uapTLKYJ apxYJs. waT avayK'Y} 20 

\ ,/.. I fl(; 1' \ \I '\ f)""' \ 
TYJV 't'POVYJGLV Es tV €tVa£ JLETa 1\oyov UI\Yj YJ, 1T€pt 

\ ·' 8 I ' (j' I '\\ \ \ I 7 Ta av pw7Ttva aya a 7TpaKTtKYJV. a/\1\a f.LYJV TEXV'Y)S 
\ ) \ ' I ,/... I ~) ) '' \ ) 

JLEV EGTtV apETYJ, 't'P'OVYJGEWS o OVK EaTtv• Kat EV 
\ I t t \ t! I t I \ 

J.LEV TEXVTJ o EKWV afLapTavwv aLpETWTEpo~, 1TEpt. 
~\ ,/... I '1' . r/ \ \ \ ' I 
OE 'PPOVYJGLV YJT'TOV, WG7T€p Kat 1T€pt. 'TaS apE'TaS. 
~ ""'\ -;- f/ ' I I ' \ ' I ~ "'"' 8 01]1\0V OVV OTL apETYJ TLS EG'TL Kat OV 'TEXVYJ. OUOLV 25 

S' ovTotv JLEpotv Tfj~ if;vxfj~ Twv A6yov exovTwv, 
()

I '1\ t/' I ,...~(; ""'f/ \ 
aTepov av ELYJ ap€71], TOV oosaaTtKov· 'YJ TE yap 

1 ouo op8as (qas Kb, ovo op8as Bywater. I .;, dpxfJ Lb. 

• qw¢poquwYJ, the quality of the t1w¢pwv ( qws-¢pf}v) or 
' sound-minded ' man, Aristotle derives from t1w5"e,., and 
rpp6v'YJt1Ls. Of. VIII. viii. 4. 

b Or ' to one corrupted by pleasure or pain this end does 
not seem to be a first principle at all.' 

0 i.e., to destroy our perception of the true end of life, 
which constitutes the major premise of the practical syllogism. 

' r€xv'YJ, Art, is here (as in c. vii. 1) used in a neutral sense, 
of a systematic procedure for making something, or a body 
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6 Hence men like Pericles are deemed prudent, 
because they possess a faculty of discerning what 
things are good for thernselves and for mankind ; 
and that is our conception of an expert in Don1estic 
Economy or Political Science. 

(This also accounts for the word Temperance,a 
6 which signifies' preserving prudence.' And Temper

ance does in fact preserve our belief as to our own 
good ; fur pleasure and pain do not destroy or 
pervert all beliefs, for instance, the belief that 
the three angles of a triangle are, or are not, 
together equal to two right angles, but only 
beliefs concerning action. The first principles of 
action are the end to which our acts are means ; 
but a man corrupted by a love of pleasure or fear of 
pain, entirely fails to discern any first principle,b and 
cannot see that he ought to choose and do every
thing as a means to this end, and for its sake ; for 
vice tends to destroy the sense .of principle. c) 

It therefore follows that Prudence is a truth
attaining rational quality,· concerned with action in 
relation to the things that are good for human beings . 

. 7 Moreover, we can speak of excellence in Art,d but 
not of excellence in Prudence. Also in Art voluntary 
error is not so bad as involuntary, whereas in the 
sphere of Prudence it is worse, as it is in the sphere 
of the virtues. It is therefore clear that Prudence 
is an excellence or virtue, and not an Art. 

8 Of the two parts of the soul possessed of reason, 
Prudence must be the virtue of one, na1nely, the 
of principles for such a procedure-one may be good at it or 
bad ; whereas if:Jp!.Jv'Y'Ja-Ls, Prudence or practical wisdom, itself 
denotes an excellence, not a neutral sphere in 'vhich one may 

·excel or the reverse. Elsewhere in this book rexv'YJ has the 
positive sense of artistic excellence or technical skill. 
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~ I~ \ \ ' ~ I N\ \ " \ .,1 
oos-a 1TEP£ 'TO £Vo£XOJ.L£VOV a/\1\WS" EXE£V Ka' -,1 
~I )\\\ \ '~' •1:. \ \1 I 
'f'POV'Y}U£S". a/V\a J.L'YJV OVO Es £S" J.LETa 1\0yov J.LOVov• 

O'TJJLEiov 8' oTt ;\~8YJ Tfjs J.LEV1 
'TotaVT'YJS" lgews 

' ,./... I ~' ' " EUTt,, 't'POVYJUEWS" o OVK EU'TtV. 80 

vi 'E , ~' f ' I ' ""' (J '' ' ' 1TEt 0 'YJ E7TtU'T'YJfL'YJ 1TEpt TWV Ka 01\0V ECM"tV 
~ I \ , (, \ ""' ., /: ) I II ) \ 8' 

V1TOI\Yj'rLS Kat TWV E~ avayKYJS OVTWV, EtU£ 
' \ ""' '~ ""' \ I ) I apxat 'TWV a?TOOEtK'TWV Kat 1TaU'I'}S E1TI.UTYJ/L'YJS' 

(J.LETd. ;\6yov yap 7] E1TI.UT~J.LYJ}, Tfjs apxfjs TOV 
' "' " ' 'J\ ' I II '' I Jl E1TtGTYJTOV ovT av E1TtGTYJfL'YJ EtY] OVTE TEXVYJ ovTE 
~~ \ \ \' \ '~ I f 
'f'POVYjats• 'TO J.LEV yap E7TtUT'YJTOV a7TOOE£KTOV, at. 85 
~ \ I 1' \ \ ' ~ I "\ \ oe Tvyxavovatv ovaat. 7TEpt Ta EvoexoiLEVa a/V\WS' 1141 
N '~' ~\ ,1...1 I ) I ""' \ 
EXE£V. ovoe o'Y} ao't'ta TovTwv EUTtv· TOV yap 

,./... "' \ ) I Jl ' I~ /:I t t ~ \ J ao't'ov 1TEpt EVLWV EXEtv a1TooEL~ tv eaT tV. Et, O'YJ 

ols aAYJ()EVOJLEV Ka~ fLYJDE7TOTE Otat/Jev8oJLE(Ja 7TEpl 
\ \ ) ~ I 't\ \ ) ~ I II\ \ II 

'Ta JL'YJ evoEXOfLEVa '1} Kat evoEXOJLEVa a/\1\WS' EXE£V1 5 
) I \ ,/... I I ' \ ,J..I \ "' 

E7T£GTTJJ.L'YJ Kat 't'PO_YTJGIS EU'T£ Kat, UO't'ta I(Q,t, VOVS 1 

I ~\ ""' ""' (J' )~I l 'TOV'TWV OE 'TWV 'TptWV JL'YJ EV EVO£XETat, E Vat, 

(;\€yw Se Tpla 
2 

cppovYJatv E7T£an}p,YJV aocplav), 
\1 ,.. l "',""" I\Et7TETat vovv e vat, Twv apxwv. 

vii T ~v OE aocplav EV 'TE Tais TEXVats To is aKpt· 
Q I \ I ) ~ I~ 'I' "' ~ I 
tJEG'Ta'TO£S TaS TEXVaS a1TOOtOOJLEV 1 OtOV 'l'EtotaV 10 

1 Ti]~ p.~v r: Tij~ p.€v rijs Kb (Bekker), p.~v Tijs Lb. 
1 (ra) rpla. Richards. 

• Called in c. i. 6 the Calculative Faculty. 
b A loss of Prudence is felt to involve a moral lapse, which 

shows that it is not a purely intellectual quality. 
" i.e., not exclusively : see c. vii. 8. 
6 S ···4 t 0 ee c. 111. , no e . 
• Cf c. iii. 1. Art is here omitted from the list. 
I voDs now receives its special sense (see c. ii. 1, note) of 

a particular virtue of the intellect, viz. that faculty of rational 
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part that forms opinions a ; for Opinion deals with 
that which can vary, and so does Prudence. But 
yet Prudence is not a rational quality merely, as is 
shown by the fact that a purely rational faculty can 
be forgotten, whereas a failure in Prudence is not 
a mere lapse of memory.b 

vi Scientific Know ledge is a mode of conception (4) IntelU. 

dealing with universals and things that are of neces- ~:t~~n°~ 
sity ; and demonstrated truths and all scientific Intuition. 
knowledge (since this involves reasoning) are derived 
from first principles. Consequently the first prin-
ciples from which scientific truths are derived cannot 
themselves be reached by Science ; nor yet are they 
apprehended by Art, nor by Prudence. To be 
matter of Scientific Knowledge a truth must be 
demonstrated by deduction from other truths ; 
while Art and Prudence are concerned only with 
things that admit of variation. Nor is Wisdom the 
knowledge of first principles either c : for the philo-
sopher has to arrive at some things by demonstration.tl 

I If then the qualities whereby we attain truth,8 

and are never led into falsehood, whether about 
things invariable or things variable, are Scientific 
Knowledge, Prudence, Wisdom, and Intelligence, 
and if the quality which enables us to apprehend 
first principles cannot be any one among three of 
these, namely Scientific Knowledge, Prudence, and 
Wisdom, it remains that first principles must be 
apprehended by Intelligence/ 

vii The term Wisdo1n is employed in the arts to (5) Wisdom. 

denote those men who are the most perfect masters 
of their Jl,rt, for instance, it is applied to fheidias 

. intuition whereby it correctly apprehends (by process of 
induction, see c. iii. 3) undemonstrable first principles. It is 
thus a part of (1'o(jJ£a, (c. vii. 31 5). 
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)u.8ovpyov ao<f>ov Kat IToAVKAELTOV av8ptaVT01TOLOV, 
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tl 1 ,./... \ \ '' ' I """ I 
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'f'YJULV ELVa£ 'fJPOVLJ.LOV, Kat TOVTqJ E7TLTPE'r€t UVTa • 
~\ \,.. e I '' ,/...I I,./... 1' 
OtO Kat TWV TJPLWV EVLa "PPOVLf.LU 'f'aatV €£Vat, 
~~ \ \ t ,.. Q I '' ,/... I r;;;: I 
oaa 7TEpt Tov avTwv tJtov exovTa 'f'atVETat ovvaJLLV 

I ,./... \ ~\ \ ~I ' 't\ " t 
'1TpOVOYJTLK"YJV. 'fJavepov UE Kat OTt OVK av ELY) 'l} 

,J,.I \ t \ \ t' , I ) \ \ \ \ 
UO'jJLa Kat '1} 7TOI\L'Tl.KTJ TJ aVTYJ • Et yap T1JV 7T€pt Ta 30 

1 KCL! WlT7rEp Lbr. I o' ~lb, ol] vulg. : 'Yap ? ed. 
8 <ro> ed. : <ra> Coraes. ' aura ed. : aura. 
6 [ ro] orn. rMb. 6 ¢atEP Lh, ¢a'iev a, r. 
'1 ~7r,rpeif;EL€P Lb, brLrpe"f€ta11 rJVIb. -
8 CJ.VTa Ald.' corr2 Kb: a&ra vulg.' auro p ed. 

a The sense rather requires 'wise in some particular 
thing,' but the expression is assimilated to the quotation. 
842 



NICOl\IACHE.A.N E'fHICS, VI. vii. 1-4 

as a sculptor and to Polycleitus as a statuary. In 
this use then \Visdom merely signifies artistic excel-

2lence. But we also think that some people are 'vise 
in general and not in one department, not ' wise in 
something else,' a as Homer says in the !rlargites : 

Neither a delver nor a ploughman him 
The Gods had made, nor wise in aught beside. 

Hence it is clear that Wisdom must be the most Relation of 

3 perfect of the modes of kno,vledge. The wise man ~~~~1r~t~a 
therefore must not onlv know the conclusions that Intelligence 
P 11 fi h. fi t .· . 1 b t 1 h and ~cience; 10 ow rom IS rs pr1nc1p es, u a so ave a true and its dis-

conception of those prin~ipl:s themselv~s. Hence ~!~~i~~d
Wisdom must be a combination of Intelligence and ence ?r 

Scientific Knowledge b : it must be a consu1nmated ~~~~~:~nd 
knowledge c of the most exalted a objects. P~litical 

For it is absurd to think that Political Science or SCience 

Prudence is the loftiest kind of knowledge, inas-
much as man is not the highe~t thing in the \Vorld. 

' And as ' wholesome ' and ' good ' mean one thing 
for men and another for. fishes, whereas ' white ' 
and ' straight ' mean the same thing al,vays, so 
everybody would denote the same thing by ' wise,' 
but not by ' prudent ' ; for each kind of beings will 
describe as prudent, and will entrust itself to, one 
who can discern its own particular welfare ; hence 
even some of the lower animals are said to be prudent, 
namely those which display a capacity for fore
thought as regards their own lives. 

It is also clear that \Visdom cannot be the satne 
thing as Political Science ; for if we are to call 

o See vi. I, 2. 
c Literally ' knowledge having as it were a head,' a 

phrase copied from Plato, Gorgias, 505 n. 
4 See §§ 4, 5, and, for the technical sense of rlp.Los, 1. xii. 
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"" Y I )\\) t I \ fl ) \ \ 

TWV C;;,{fJWV, U/\1\ ETEpa 7TEpt EKaUTOV, E£ Jl/Y} Kat, 
) \ I \ I "" H ) ~) t1 
taTptK1} p..ta 7TEpt TraVTWV TWV OVTWV. Ef, 0 OT£ 
R 1\ , e ..... ''\ \ r I , ~ \ 
tJEI\TtUTOV av pW1TO~ TWV a/\1\WV e:,tpWV, OVO€V 
~ ,/.. I \ \ ) (} I Jl\ \ \ \ (} I 
ot,a't'epet,· Kat yap av pw1TOV a/\1\a TTOI\V EtoTepa 1141' 

\ ,/.. I f' ,/.. I I 'i: 'i' f I 
TTJV ~VUtV, OtOV ~avepwTaTa ye E~ WV 0 KOUJLOS 

I ) ~\ ""' ) I ~""'\ t1 f I UVVEUTTJKEV. EK O'YJ TWV EtpY]fLEVWV 01}1\0V OTt 1J 
,J..I ' \ \ ) I \ ,... "' I 

UO~ta EUT£ Kat E1T£UTYJfl.-1} Kat VOVS TWV TtJ.LtWTaTWV 
,... ,/.. I ~ \ 'A t. I ' 0 \ ,... ' ' TrJ ~vaet. oto vasayopav Kat M ai\Y]V Kat -rovs 

I ,/.. \ I ,/.. I ~) " ,/.. 
TOtovTovs ao~ovs J.LEV, ~povtp..ovs o ov 't'aatv 5 

1' u ''~ , """ \ ,/.. I 8' etvat, oTav towatv ayvoovv-ras Ta avp..~Epov 

t .... ' ' ' '0 ' ' EaVTOLS, Kat 7TEptTTa J.LEV Kat aVJ.LaUTa Kat xa· 
\ \ \ ~ I '~ I ' I ,/.. N 
1\~'TTa Kat oatp..ovta E to eva£ avTovs "raatv, a XPYJUTa 
~' fl ' ' ) e , ' (} ' r .... t ~' 8 0' , OTt OV Ta aV pw7TtVa aya a «:, 'Y)TOVU£V. 1J 0€ 
,/.. I \ \ ' f) I \ \ 'i' J/ 
'f'POVTjUtS 'TT'Ept Ta· av pw'TT'tVa, Kat 1TEpt WV EUTt, 

f3ovAevaaaOat •. ToiJ yap cppovlp..ov p,aAtaTa TouT' 10 

€pyov eival cpap.,ev, To eo {3ovAeveaOat • {JovAeveTa£ 
~) '(} \ \ """ )~ I ''\\ " )~) o ov EtS 7TEpt TWV aovvaTwv a/\1\WS EXEtv, ovo 
fl \ 1\ I ) \ """ \ ) 0 I 
OUWV J.LTJ T€1\0S Tt EUT£, Kat TOVTO 1TpaKTOV aya ov• 

t ~' c \ ,... ''{3 \ c .... , ' (} , .... 
0 0 a'lTI\WS EV OVI\OS 0 TOV aptUTOV av pW1TqJ TWV 

,.. \ \ \ \ I '~) f 'ITpaKTWV UTOXaUTtKOS KaTa TOV 1\0ytap..ov. OVD 
) \ f ,/.. I "' e 1\ I ) \\ \ ~ ~ 

EUTtV 1J 'f'POVYJULS TWV Ka 01\0V J.LOVOV, a/\1\a OE£ 11 

• This means apparently the sun, stars, and planets, else
where referred to by Aristotle as ' the divine bodies that move 
through the heaven,' ' the visible divine things,' ' the heaven 
and the most divine of visible things' (j}fet. 1074 a 80, 
1026 a 18, Phys. 196 a 83). 

" See § 2, note. 
c Thales was the first of the Seven Wise Men : Anaxagoras 

belonged to a later generation. 
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knowledge of our own interests wisdom, there will 
be a number of different kinds of wisdom, one for 
each species : there cannot be a single such wisdom 
dealing with the good of all living things, any more 
than there is one art of medicine for all existing 
things. It may be argued that man is superior to 
the other animals, but this makes no difference : 
since there exist other things far more divine in 
their nature than man, for instance, to mention the 
most visible, the things 0 of which the celestial 
system is composed. 

1 These considerations therefore show that Wisdom 
is both Scientific Knowledge and Intuitive Intelli
gence as regards the things of the most exalted • 
nature. This is why people say that men like 
Anaxagoras and Thales c ' may be wise but are not 
prudent,' when they see them display ignorance of 
their own interests ; and while admitting them to 
possess a kno,vledge that is rare, marvellous, difficult 
and even superhuman, they yet declare this know
ledge to be useless, becaus·e these sages do not seek 
to know the things that are good for human beings. 

6 Prudence on the other hand is concerned with the Prudence 

affairs of men, and with things that can be the object !~~~f:ed. 
of deliberation. For we say that to deliberate 
well is the most characteristic function of the prudent 
man ; but no one deliberates about things that 
cannot vary nor yet about variable things that are 
not a means to some end, and that end a good attain-
able by action ; and a good deliberator in general 
is a man who can arrive by calculation at the best of 
the goods attainable by man. 

7. Nor is Prudence a knowledge of general principles 
only : it must also take account of particular facts, 
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TOVtK'r}. 

viii "Eart 
~\ \ t \ \ \ t ,./,. I t ) \ 
O€ Kat 7J 'ITOI\LTLKTJ Kat 7J 'f'POVTJGLS' 7J aVTTJ 

2 \ ~'l: ' I 1' ' ' ' ' A ,... Jl-EV Es !S, TO Jl-EVTOt ELVa£ OV TaVTOV avTaLS'. 'TY)S' 
~ \ \ I\ f \ t ' \ [,./,. I ]3 
U€ 7TEpt '11'01\LV 'r} fLEV WS' apxtTEKTOVLK7J 'f'POVTJaLS' 28 

Q I f ~ \ t \ 4 \ (}' t1 \ 
VOfLOUETLKTJ, TJ 0€ WS' (7TEpL > Ta Ka EKaaTa TO 

, ,1 ,, \ 1 t1 ~'I \ 
Kotvov EXEL ovop..a, 1TOI\LTLK7J" avr7J oe TrpaKTLKTJ 

Kat {Jov"AevTtK~ (ro yap ¢;~ftap..a TrpaKTOv ws ro 
Jl· ) ~ \ \ I (} I I \ I 
EaxaTOV , OLO 'TTOI\L'TEVEa aL 'TOV'TOVS Jl-OVOVS /\€• 

' ' 1 1' t1 r yovatv, p..ovot. yap 1Tparrovatv ovTot wanep ot 
3 I ~ "" ~ \ \ ,/... I 1\ ) 1' 

xetporexvat. .ooKEt oE Kat 'f'POV'Y}ats p..al\tar £tvat s~i 
f \ )\ \~I \ )/ t1 \ \ 

'I} 'ITEpt avrov Kat eva· Kat EXE£ avr'Y} ro Kotvov 
1 d -yap ••• p.u"'A."'A.ov hie llichards: infra post {f.L1T€tpot. 
I Trendelenburg. 3 Scaliger. ' (7r€pl.> r 1• 
6 oe : 'YaP ? ed. 
4 The words 'for instance ... chicken is 'vholesome' in 

the 1\lss. come after 'theorists.' 
b i.e., 1ro"'A.tnK~, Political Science or Statesmanship (cf. 1. 

1., ii.), the relation of which to Prudence is next considered. 
" Cf. v. i. 20. Political \Visdom is not a special sort of . 

Prudence but a special application of it, for though the term 
'Prudence' is in ordinary usage confined to practical wisdom 
in one's private affairs, it really extends to the affairs of one's 
family and of the community. 

a In the Greek city-state legislature was not regarded as 
the normal function of parliament, but of a founder or reformer 
of the constitution, or of a special legislative commission. 
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since it is conc-erned with action, and action deals 
with particular things. This is why men who are 
ignorant of general principles are sometimes more 
successful in action than others who kno'v them : 
a for instance, if a man knows that light meat is 
easily digested and therefore wholesome, but does 
not know 'vhat kinds of meat are light, he will not 
be so likely to restore you to health as a man 'vho 
merely knows that chicken is 'vholesome ; and in 
other matters men of experience are rr1ore successful 
than theorists. And Prudence is concerned with 
action, so one requires both forms of it, or indeed 
knowledge of particular facts even more than know
ledge of general principles. Here too however there 
must be some supreme directing faculty.b 

lii Prudence is indeed the same quality of mind as Prudence 

2 P l•t• 1 s . th 1 th . . a·Jr t c includes o 1 1ca c1ence, ougn e1r essence Is Iueren . Political 
Of Prudence ·as regards the state, one kind, as Science. 

supreme and directive, is called Legislative Science a ; 
the other, as dealing with particular occurrences, has 
the name, Political Science, that really belongs to 
both kinds. The latter is concerned with action 

. and deliberation (for a parliamentary ena.ctn1ent is 
a thing to be done, being the last step e in a delibera
tive process), and this is why it is only those persons 
who deal 'vith particular facts who are spoken of as 
'taking part in politics,' because it is only they who 
perform actions, like the workmen in an industry/ 

3 Prudence also is commonly understood to mean 
especially that kind of wisdom which is concerned 
with oneself, the individual ; and this is given the 

• Of. III. iii. 12. 
· I In contrast with the law-giver and the master-craftsman 
respectively. 

847 



ARISTOTLE 

., ,/.. I ' I ~\ f \ ' I ~ 
ovop..a, 'rPOV'fJU£~, EKEtVWV oE 7] JLEV OtKOVOJLtCL, ,"1 
~\ 8 I t ~\ \ I \ 1 t 
OE VOJLO EVta, 'fJ OE '1TOI\I/TLK7], Kat TaVTTJS '1} JLEV 
Q \ \ ( ~\ ~ I 1'~ \ 1' 't\ 4. tJOVI\EV'TLKTJ 7] OE O£KaUT£1CfJ. ELOOS JLEV OVV T£ aV 
'' [ I 1] \ \ S ( ,.,.3 '~ I '\ \' Jl ~ Et7] yvwaECIJS TO TO avTov Etoevat, a/\1\ EXE" ot.a-

A.. \ \ \ I \ ~ ""' f \' \ f \ '~ \ 
'ropav '1TOI\I\1)V, Kat OOKE£ 0 TO 'TTEpt, aVTOV ELOWS 1142 

\ ~ IQ ,./.. I 1' f ~ \ \ \ 
Kat otaTpt,..,WV 'rPOV£JLOS ELVa£, 01. oE 1TOI\£T£KO£ 

'ITOAV'TTpayJLOVES" ou) Evpt.1Tl07]S 

,.. ~' 't\ ,/.... I 1' ,.. ' I 
'1TWS o av 'rPOVOLTJV, qJ 1Tap7JV a1TpayJLOVWS 

ev To'iat 1TOAAots ~pt8J.L7]JLI.vov5 aTpaTov 
, A 

taov JLETaaxetv; 1 
\ \ \ I I \1 

TOVS yap 1TEptaaovs Kat. T£ 1TpaaaovTas 1TI\EOV. 
,. ,.. \ \ f A , (}I \ , ,.. 
f:, TJTOVG£ yap TO aVTOLS aya OV, Kat OLOV'Ta£ TOVTO 
~ A I ' I 1' ,.. ~ 1(; ,, I\ 8 
OELV 7TpaTTEtV. EK TaVT'YJS OVV 'T'f}S 00~ 7JS E/\7]/\V E 

\ I ,/.... I 1' I II ' 
'TO TOV'TOVS 'rPOVLJLOVS ELVa£. Kat'TO£ taWS OVK 
J1 \ t ,.. 'i'6 , ' I '~' J1 
EG'Tt TO aVTOV EV aVEV OLKOVOJLLaS OVO aVEV 1TO- 10 
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1 ['YVW(Jews] ? Spengel: fj>pov~(Jews v.l. ap. Eustratium. 
2 'TO TO ed.' 'TO Ta Lb, TO Kb. 
a aurou 1\tlb et ut videtur pr. Kb : corr1 Kb a.vTwL, corr• 

G.VTOV' Lb aurcj. 
' To pr. Kb: TCi. 6 1}pdJp.1Jf.J-fvo~ Kbr: ·p.ev~.p Lb. 
• e~ Kb: eloevat Mb, om. Lbr. 7 ro~tnK7]s Richards. 
8 tn oe 0 0 0 (J'Kf1f'TfOV secludenda ( ed. • Ka! om. Mb. 

• From the lost Philoctetes of Euripides, frr. 785, 78G 
Dindorf. The third line went on 
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na1ne, Prudence, which really belongs to all the 
kinds, while the others are distinguished as Domestic 
Economy, Legislature, and Political Science, the 
hitter being subdivided into Deliberative Science 

'and Judicial Science. Now knowledge of one's own 
interest will certainly be one kind of Prudence ; 
though it is very different from the other kinds, and 
people think that the man who knows and minds 
his own business is prudent, and that politicians are 
busybodies : thus Euripides writes-

Would that be prudent P when I might have lived 
A quiet life, a cipher in the crowd, 
Sharing the common fortune • • • 
Restless, aspiring, busy men of action ••• • 

For people seek their own good, and suppose that 
it is right to, do so. Hence this belief has caused the 
word ' prudent ' to mean those who are wise in their 
own interest. Yet probably 'as a matter of fact a 
man cannot pursue his own welfare without Domestic 
Economy and even Politics. Moreover, even the 
proper conduct of one's own affairs is a difficult 
problem, and requires consideration. 

1 A further proof of what has been said b is, that 
although the young may be experts in geometry 
and mathematics and similar branches of knowledge, 
we do not consider that a young man can have 
Prudence. The reason is that Prudence includes a 

& The reference seems to be to c. vii. 7, where it is stated 
that Prudence takes cognizance of particular facts. The 
intervening passage, examining the relation of Prudence to 
Political Science, emphasizes its other aspect, the appre
hension of general principles. 
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• The Greek looks like a buried verse quotation. 
" The three divisions of the subject matter of Wisdotn. 
c Immelmann's emendation gives 'can only take them 

on credit from others.' 
• Cf. § 2 above, c. vii. 7, and III. iii. 12. 
• See notes on c. vi. 2 and xi. 4. Definitions are the first 

principles of science. 
t Literally 'of the objects peculiar to the special senses.' 

Shape was one of the ' common sensibles,' perceived through 
the medium of more than one of the special senses, by the 
' common sense.' 

' A triangle is the last form into which a rectilinear figure 
can be divided : two straight lines cannot enclose a space. 
Or the ·words may possibly mean ' whereby we perceive 
that a particular mathematical figure is [for example] a 
triangle.' But this would rather be expressed by roo£ To 
luxaToP, or roo£ alone. 
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knowledge of particular facts, and this is derived 
from experience, which a young man does not 

6 possess; for experience is the fruit of years. a (One 
might indeed further enquire why it is that, though 
a boy may be a mathematician, he cannot be a 
metaphysician or a natural philosopher.b Perhaps 
the answer is that Mathematics deals with abstrac
tions, whereas the first principles of Metaphysics and 
Natural Philosophy are derived from experience : 
the young can only repeat them without conviction 
of their truth: c whereas the fJrmal concepts of 

7 Mathematics are easily understood.) Again, in 
deliberation there is a double possibility of error: 
you may go wrong either in your general principle 
or in your particular fact : for instance, either in 
asserting that all heavy water is unwholesome, or 
that the particular water in question is heavy. 

8 And it is clear that Prudence is not the same as 
Scientific Knowledge : for as has been said, it appre
hends ultimate particular things, since the thing to 
be done is an ultimate particular thing.a 

9 Prudence then stands opposite to Intelligence ; for Prudence 
. Intelligence 6 apprehends definitions, which cannot ~~~c!,~tem 

be proved by reasoning, while Prudence deals with 
the ultimate particular thing, which cannot be appre-
hended by Scientific Knowledge, but only by per-
ception : not the perception of the special senses/ 
but the sort of intuition whereby we perceive that 
the ultimate figm~ in mathematics is a triangle a ; 
for there, too, there will be a stop/' But the term 

~ That is, we reach the limit of analysis just as much 
when we descend to particulars as when we ascend to first 

. principles or definitions (Burnet). Or the words may mean 
in mathematics as in problems of conduct there is a point 

where analysis must stop.' 
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I ' I \ ~\ ' '' ' \ 2 Tt YEVOS. €7TLO'TTJJL'f} JLEV OTJ OVX EO'Tt,V• OV yap 1142 

,. ,.. \ 'f' J/ f ~' '{3 \ I f3 \ I 
~ TJTOVUt, 'TTEpt, WV taaatV 1 'YJ 0 EV OVI\ta OVI\Tj TtS, 

o 8E {JovAEVoJLEVOS 'TJTEi Ka~ Aoyl,eTat. Td 'TJTEiv 

SE «a~ To f3ov'AeveafJat Stacpl.pet • Td yup f3ov'AeveafJa, 
r "" ' I '\ \ \ \ '~' ' I " ~ TJTE'tV Tt EO'TtV. a/\1\a JLTJV OVO EVO'TOXLa • aVEV 

\ \1 \ I f ' I Q \ I 
TE yap 1\oyov Kat Taxv 'T£ TJ €VO'TOX£a, tJOVI\EVOVTat, 
~ \ \ \ I \ ,/.. \ I \ ~ "" 
OE 'TTOI\VV XPOVOV, Kat 'f'aUt, 7TpaTTE£V JLEV OE'tV 

Taxv Ta {Jov'Aev8lvTa, {JovAevea8at SE fJpaS/.w.;. a 
tl f ' I ~I \ f '{3 \ I '' ~t I E'Tt TJ ayxtVOta ETEpov Kat 'Y} EV OVI\ta • EO''Tf, 0 

' I t ' I ' ~ \ ~ \ ~ I (; f '{3 \ I EVO'TOXLa TIS '1J ayXLVOLa. OVOE OTJ oosa '1J EV OVI\La 
-~ ~ I ' \ \ ' ' \ f \ ,.. f3 \ I OVOEJLLa. aN\ €1TE't 0 JLEV KaKWS OVI\EVOJLEVOS 

f I t ~' '1' ' (),.. Q \ I 3 ~ """\ fl aJLapTaVEL, 0 0 EU op WS tJOVI\EVETat, O'Y]I\OV OTt, 
' () I f '{3 \ I ' I tl ' ' I ~ \ op OTTJS TtS '1J EV OVI\ta EO''TtV, OV'T E'TT'tUTTJJL"f}~ OE 

,, ~I(; ' . I \ \ ' ,, ' 8 I 
OVTE OOf, "f}S• E7T£0'T1JJLTJS JLEV yap OVK EO'TtV op OT1JS 10 

1 7] Lbr : i) 7} ? Burnet. 
1 oe£ o~ . . . A.oi'lf€TaL hie Richards : infra post 1W} k''lJTEtJI 

• • • f(jT£11. 

• 1rpaTTEL Richards. 

• The intuition of particular facts which is a part of 
Prudence also belongs to the genus perception, but it is 
intellectual, not srnsuous. The Greek may however con
ceivably mean, ' But the intuition of the ultimate particular 
in problems of conduct approximates more to sensation than 
to prudence, though it is a different species from the percep
tion of the separate senses.' 

" In the Mss. the chapter begins with the sentence ' But 
deliberation,' etc., here transferred to the middle of § 2. 

• Viz., matters of conduct. 
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perception applies in a fuller sense to mathematical 
intuition than to Prudence ; the practical intuition 
of the latter belongs to a different species. a 

ix b vV e ought also to ascertain the nature of Delibera- Varietiel of 

tive Excellence, and to discover 'vhether it is a ~)u:~~~i: 
species of Knowledge, or of Opinion, or skill in len<:e in 

C • t t} . a· Jr t fj th . Dellbera-ODJeC ure, or some ung 1ueren rom ese 1n tion. 
kind. 

2 Now it is not Kn\Jiwledge: for men do not investi
gate matters about which they know, whereas 
Deliberative Excellence is one form of deliberation, 
and deliberating implies investigating and calculating. 
But deliberation is not the same as investigation s 
it is the investigation of a particular subject. 0 

Nor yet is it skill in Conjecture : for this operates 
without conscious calculation, and rapidly, whereas 
deliberating takes a long time, and there is a saying 
that execution should be swift but deliberation slow. 

1 Again, Deliberative ExcellenGe is not the same as 
Quickness of 1nind, a which is a form of skill in 
Conjecture. 

Nor yet is Deliberative Excellence any form of 
Opinion. 

But inasmuch as a bad deliberator makes mistakes 
and a good deliberator deliberates correctly,' it is 
clear that Deliberative Excellence is some form of 
correctness ; though it is not correctness of Know
ledge, nor of Opinion. Correctness cannot be predi-

' d.nlvoux appears from Analytica Posteriora, r. xxxiii. 
89 b 10, to denote the faculty of guessing immediately the 
' middle term ' or fact which explains the relation observed 
between two objects. 

• Perhaps the text should be emended to read ' inasmuch 
as one who deliberates badly goes wrong and one who 
deliberates well acts rightly.' 
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( 
'~ \ \ ( I ) ~ I/:: ~) ' (} I ) \ 1() tl OVOE yap afLaprta , OOs'Y]S 0 op OTYJS a/\1] Eta• afLO. 

~ \ \ tl "~ """ 'f' ~ I C ' I [ ' \ \ \ 
u€ Kat wptarat 'Y)OYJ 1rav ov oos a ear tv· a/\1\a 

\ '~' ,, \ ' t 'R \ I ~ I ,, fLYJV ovo avev Aoyov 7J EVJJOVI\La. otavotas apa 
\ 1 tl \ ' ' ,/... I Jl \ \ t I\Et7TETat· aVTYJ yap ov1rw 'faats· Kat yap 'YJ 
86ga ov ~~TY}ats d,\,\d q;aats TtS 7}81], o 8€ {3ov-
' I 'I 1' 'I 2 ..... R \ I 1\EVOfLEVOS, eav T€ EV EaV 'T€ KaKWS JJOVI\EVT)Tat, 15 

r "' ' ' 1r '' ', ' () 1 
, ' 4: r:, YJTEL Tt Kat 1\0Yt'=>ETat. al\1\ op OTT)S 'TtS EU'TtV 

~ ev{JovAla {3ov,\fjs. [8to ~ {3ov,\~ ~YJTYJTEa 1Tpw-
l , , I Ja , , ~, t , e , ' "" 

'TOV 'Tt Kat 7TEpt Tt. E7TEt 0 'Y] op OTT)S 7TI\EOVaXWS, 
~ ...... , tl ' ..... t \ , \ \ t ,/... ..... , (\ 
0'1)1\0V OTt OV 7Taaa • 0 yap aKpaT'Y}S Kat 0 'faVI\OS 0 

'(} ~ "' 4 ' ..... \ ..... '1:: tl 7Tp0Tt ETat OELV EK TOV 1\0YLUfLOV 'TEVs ETaL, WUTE 
'()""' ,, R Q \ I \ ~\ I 

op WS Earat fJEJJOVI\EVfLEVOS, KaKOV 0€ fLEya 20 

elA7Jcf>clJs· DOKEt 8' aya86v Tt elvat TO EO {3e{3ov

,\efJafJat. ~ apa5 Totavr'Y} op06r7Js {3ovAfjs ev{3ovAla, 
t ' f) ..... I ' \ \' ,, \ I ~I, ~ "' 5 TJ aya OV 'TEVKTLKYJ. a/\1\ EaTt Kat TOVTOV 'fEV0€1, 

avMoyta·tcp rvxe'iv, Kat o fLEV Set 1Totfjaat TVXE'iv, 
~· ' 1' ~' " '\ \ \ ,/, ~""' \ I t/ ";" 
Of, OV 0 Oil, a/\1\a -rEVOYJ TOV fLEaOV opov El.Va& • 

1 Gifanius. 1 Te Kal. Kb. 1 Spengel • 
• 0€LJI r ( 0€LJI (7rOL€LV) Richards): loe'iv ( el O€LV(6s> A pelt). 
I apa Spengel: -yap. 

• i.e., correct knowledge is a redundant expression; 
knowledge means correct notions ; erroneous notions are not 
knowledge. 

" The two sentences bracketed interrupt the argument. 
The first seems to belong to § 2, though it does not fit in 
there exactly. The second is altogether irrelevant, and 
employs the term otcivota of the intellect as enquiring, not 
as contemplating the results of enquiry, a Platonic use not 
found elsewhere in Aristotle: 'correctness in thinking' 
here is in fact equivalent to ' correctness in deliberation ' 
in § 4. 

0 The sentence bracketed interrupts the argument ; and 
no examination of deliberation follows. 

11 No distinction seems to be made between arriving at 
the right conclusion of a practical syllogism, i.e. inferring 
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cated of Knowledge,a any more than can error, and 
correctness of Opinion is truth ; and also any matter 
about which one has an opinion has been settled 
already ; [then again Deliberative Excellence neces
sarily involves conscious calculation. It remains 
therefore that Deliberative Excellence is correctness 
in thinking, for thought has not reached the stage of 
affirmation ;] b for Opinion has passed beyond the 
stage of investigation and is a form of affirmation, 
whereas a man deliberating, whether he deliberates 
well or badly, is investigating and calculating some
thing. 

' But Deliberative Excellence is a form of correct
ness in deliberation [so that we have first to investi
gate what deliberation is, and what object it deals 
with].0 However, 'correctness' in this connexion is 
ambiguous, and plainly it is not every kind of correct
ness in deliberation that constitutes Deliberative 
Excellence. A man of deficient self-restraint or a 
bad man may as a result of calculation arrive at 
the object he proposes as· the right thing to do, so 
that he will have deliberated correctly, although he 
will have gained something extremely evil ; whereas 
to have deliberated well is felt to be a good thing. 
Therefore it is this kind of correctness in deliberation 
that is Deliberative Excellence, namely being correct 
in the sense of arriving at something good.d 

5 But it is possible to arrive at a good conclusion, 
as well as at a bad one, by a false process of reason
ing ; one may arrive at what is the right thing to 
do, but not arrive at it on the right grounds, but 
by means of a wrong middle term. This quality 

· correctly what is to be done as a means to some End, and 
actually achieving that End by action. 
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fl ' '~' fl '{3 \ I (}' t\ 't' ~ "" \ WCJT OVO aV'T'f} TrW EV OV/\ta, Ka TJV OV OE£ f.LEV II 
I ') I ~ ) 't' ''~ II Jl \ \ 6 TvyxavEt, OV f.LEVTOI.. 01.. OV €0€1,. E'Tt EU'Tt TfO/\VV 

I a ' I ""' , ~' I , .... 
XPOVOV tJOV/\EVOJ.LEVOV 'TVXEtV, 'TOV 0€ 'Taxv. OVKOVV 

,~, , I 'R ,, ,,,, 'f}' t \ 
OVO EKELV7J TrW EVfJOV/\La, a/\1\ op OTY)~ 'YJ Ka'Ta 

' ' A.. 1\ \ "' ~ .... \ (\ \ tl ,, ,, 7 TO W'f.l€1\tf.J.,OV, Kat OV OEt Kat W~ Kat OTE. €7'1.. EU'Tf, 
\ r \ ...... 't Q {3 \ ,.., f) \ 1 1\ t' 

Kat aTri\W~ EV fJE OV/\EVa at Kat 1Tp0S' TL TE/\0~. 'YJ 
' ~ ' r \ ,.. r \ ' 1\ ' c \ ""' 

JLEV OYJ aTri\WS' YJ 7rp0S' 'TO 7'€/\0S TO a/TI\WS' KaT- 80 
f) ,.., \ ~ \1 t I 1\ ' ~ ' ..... ,!, 

op ovaa, TLS' O€ YJ 7Tp0~ 'TL T€1\0S'. Et OYJ 'TWV 'f.lpo-
' \ '1' a j3 \ """ e t 'Q \I ,, ,, 

VLftWV TO EV fJE OVI\EVU at, 'YJ EVt-'OVI\ta EtYJ aV , e I t' , , ,~... I , , 2 1\ "" 
op O'T'YJS' 'YJ KaTa TO UVf.L'f'epov 7rp0S' TO TE/\OS, OV 

t ,/...I ,, f)' t' ,, .J,I ' 
'YJ 'f.IPOVY]Ut~ ai\Yj YJ~ V7TOI\'i}'f''-S' EUTLV. 

"E ~ \ \ t' I \ t' ' I 3 ()' x art.. oe Kat YJ avveats Kat 7J evavveata, Ka 
(\ \ I ' \ ' ' ' ''f)' C'l \ a~ I\EYOJLE1l aVVETOVS' Kat EVUVVETOVS', OV 01\WS' 1143 a 

\ ) \ ) I ( '1\ ~ I{; I \ '1\ 1' 
TO aVTO €7TtUTY)f.LTJ 7J oos TJ--'lraVTE~ yap av T)UaV 

') >I I ,.. \ I ) ""' 
UVVE'TOL OVTE TIS ftLa TWV Ka'Ta fJ~EpOS' E7TLU'TT)f.LWV, 

1' } \ \ t ""' ,, I \ 

otov taTptKY) 7TEpt.. vytetvwv 'Y} yewJ.LETpta nept 

2 JLEYEfJYJ •
5 

OVTE yap 1TEpt TWV aet OVTWV Kat aKLV~TWV 6 

1 rLs o(: ~ a€ ns Lb. 
I TO Kb : TL. 3 fl}(fV11€(J'lct 1-1. Stephanus : a(J'Vli€O"la. 

• €V(J'VliETOUS H. Stephanus : a(J'UliETOUS. 5 J.t€''fE8ous Lb. 

• At the right time, because deliberation must neither 
be so prolonged as to miss the opportunity for action, nor 
so rapid as to be merely skilful conjecture ; see § 2. 

0 i.e., to be well-counselled, to know what steps to take: 
cf. § 4. 

0 The antecedent of ' which ' is probably not ' the end' 
but ' what is expedient as a means to the end,' since it is 
indicated below that Prudence deals with means, not ends. 
The difference therefore between Deliberative Excellence 
and Prudence seems to be that the former is the intellectual 
quality displayed in the process of correctly investigating 
a problem of conduct, the latter the more permanent and 
fixed quality of the mind possessing and contemplating the 
results of such investigations. Or perhaps more strictly 
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then, which leads one to arrive at the right con
clusion, but not on the right grounds, is still not 
Deliberative Excellence. 

6 Again, one man may arrive at the right conclusion 
by prolonged deliberation, while another may do so 
quickly. The former case also then does not amount 
to Deliberative Excellence ; this is correctness of 
deliberation as regards what is advantageous, arriving 
at the right conclusion on the right grounds at the 
right thne.a 

7 Again, a man can be said to have deliberated well b 

either generally, or in reference to a particular end. 
Deliberative Excellence in general is therefore that 
which leads to correct results with reference to the 
end in general, 'vhile correctness of deliberation 
with a view to sorne particular end is Deliberative 
Excellence of some special kind. 

If therefore to have deliberated well is a character
istic of prudent men, Delibe:.:ative Excellence must 
be correctness of deliberation with regard to what 
is expedient as a means to the end, a true concep
tion of 'vhich c constitutes Prudence. 

:z: Understanding, or Good Understanding, the (2) U~der-. 
l•t . . t f h" h 11 ' f standmg. qua 1 y 111 VIr ue o w 1c we ca men persons o 

understanding ' or ' of good understanding,' is not 
the same thing as Scientific Knowledge in general 
(nor yet is it the same as Opinion, for in that case 
everybody would have understanding), nor is it any 
one of the particular sciences, as medicine is the 
science of what pertains to health and geometry 

2 the science concerned with magnitudes. For Under
standing does not deal 'vith the things that exist 

both these qualities are included in Prudence, of which 
Deliberative Excellence is therefore one aspect or species. 
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• I I ' , ' - I ~ A 'JJ O'VVEO't.S EO'T£V OVT€ 7T€pt TWV ytyvop..EVWV OTOVOVV 1 s,,, , "' , , ,, , a , , 
a/\1\a 7TEpt WV a1TOpYJGE£EV av TtS' Kat, tJOVI\EVO'atTO. 
~ \ ' ' ' ' ' - ,./... , ' ' ' ,, 01,0 1TEpt Ta aVTa fLEV TTJ 'YPOV'YJGEt EGT£V, OVK EGTt. 
~\ ' \ I \ ,./... I f \ \ ,./... I 
o€ TaVTO GVVEG£S' Kat 'YPOVY)GtS'• '1} fLEV yap 'YPOVY)O'tS 

) I' (I\~"" I 't\ I \ 
E'ITtTaKTtK'Y} EGTtV Tt yap 0€1, TTpaTTEtV YJ fLYJ, 7"0 

I\ ' - ' I ) f ~ \ I \ I TE/\OS aVTYJS' EO'T£V , 7} 0€ GVVEGtS' Kpt,TLKYJ fLOVOV. 10 

( 
) \ \ I \ ' I \1 \ 

TaVTO yap O'VVEO'tS' Kat EVGVVEO'ta Kat GVVETOt 
\ ) I ) '' ~\2 '' \ '1 

\ 3 Kat, EVGVVETO£. EGTt OYJ OVTE TO EXEt,V TYJV 
,./... I Jl \ \ Ql f I '''' 'YPOVYJGLV OVTE TO 1\afLJJaVELV TJ O'VVEG£S', a/\1\ 

rt \ ()I \1 /: I tl "" 
waTTEP TO p..av avetv 1\EYETat 5 vvtevat oTav XPTJ· 

Tat Tjj E1TtG'T~fLTJ J OV'TWS' EV T{jJ xp1Ja0at Tjj So~ 
) \3 \ I \ I \ "" f ,./... I I 

E'1Tt 'TO Kpt,VE£V 7TEpt 'TOV'TWV 7TEpt WV '1} 'YPOVYJO'LS' 15 
t J/\ \ \ I \ I \ "" ( \ 

EO'TtV 1 a/\1\0V 1\EYOV'TOS', Kat, KptVE£V Kai\WS' TO 
\ 1' "" \ "" ' I ) \ ' "'0 '\ I \ 0 4: yap EV 'Tip Kai\WS' TaVTOV • Kat EV'TEV EV EI\T)I\V E 

Jl f I 0' t\ ' I ' "" ) TOVVOJ.La '1} O'VVEO't,S', Ka 7JV EVGVVE'TOt, EK 'TYJS' EV 
"" f)' \1 \ \ f)' I Tt.p p..av avetv· 1\Eyop,ev yap TO p,av avetv avvtevat, 

7TOAAaKtS'. 

xi f H s~ KaAovp..lvr[ yvc!Jp,TJ J KafJ' ~v evyvdJJLOVas' 
\ Jl ,./... \ I 6 f ""' ,... 

Kat exetv 'Yap...ev <avy >yvwp,TJV, 'I} TOV E'1T£EtKovs 20 
' \ I '01 """' ~I \ \ ' "" EO'Tt, KpLG£S' op TJ. O'TJJ.tEtOV 0€ • 'TOV yap E1Tt€LKYJ 

_!\ I ,./... ,. I \ ) \ 
ftat\£U'Ta 'YaJLEV €(,Vat avyyvWJLOVtKOV, Kat E1TtEtKES' 

1 Kal 'Yap ol Lb. 2 o7] Susemihl: 6€. 
• brl. secl. Thurot. ' Efryvwp.ovas Lbr: (J'V')'')'vwp.ovas Kb. 
' tTV"f"fVWJJ.7JV Richards : 'YVWJJ.7JV. 

a This parenthesis would come better in the first section, 
after the words 'of good understanding.' It merely points 
out that the qualification ' good ' need not be repeated. 

b p.avOaveLv is idiomatically used of understanding what 
another person says. 

c The writer here strains the meaning of words by con
necting under one sense ( 1) "fVWfJ-'YJ, judgement in general 
or good judgement in particular, and its derivatives (2) 
e{ryvwp.wv, 'well-judging' in the sense of considerate and 
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for ever and are immutable, nor yet with all of 
the things that come into existence, but with 
those about which one may be in doubt and may 
deliberate. Hence it is concerned with the same 
objects as Prudence. Understanding is not however 
the same thing as Prudence ; for Prudence issues 
commands, since its end is a statement of what we 
ought to do or not to do, whereas Understanding 
merely makes judgements. (For Understanding is 
the same as Good Understanding ; a ' man of under
standing' means a man of good understanding.) a 

I Thus Understanding does not mean either the 
possession or the acquisition of Prudence; but when 
we employ the faculty of Opinion to judge what 
another person says about matters that are in the 
sphere of Prudence, we are said to understand (that 
is, to judge rightly, for r_ight judgement is the same 
as good understanding), in the same way as learning 
a thing is termed understanding it when it means 

' employing the faculty of Scientific Knowledge. In 
fact, the use of the term Understanding to denote 
the quality that makes men ' persons of good under
standing ' is derived from understanding as shown in 
learning ; in fact we often use ' to learn ' in the 
sense of ' to understand.' b 

xi The quality termed Consideration,C in virtue of (3) Con-

hi h "d t b "d t t h sideration ot w c men are sa1 o e cons1 era e, or o s ow Judgement. 
consideration for others (forgiveness), is the faculty 
of judging correctly what is equitable. This is 
indicated by our saying that the equitable man is 
specially considerate for others (forgiving), and that 
it is equitable to show consideration for others 

kindly, and {3) fTV"'f/'VWp:YJ, literally 'judgement with' or on 
the side of others, and hence, sympathy, lenience, forgiveness. 
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' tl \ II I • ~\ I 
'TO EXEf.V TTEpt EV£a O'V'YYVWJL'1}V• 'fJ OE avyyvWJL'Y] 

I ' \ \ """' ' ..., t 8 I ) 8 \ ~J 
'YVWJLTJ EO''Tl. Kpt'Tf.KTJ TOV E7T£E£KOVS op '1} • op '1} o 
TJ TOV aA7]0oiJs. 

D E' ' ~ \ "' • "l: 1 '\ I ' , \ 
11 tat O€ 1TaO'at at, Es- EtS EVI\O'YWS' EtS 'TaVTO U 

I \1 \ I \ I \ 
TEtvovaat• 1\EYOJ.LEV yap yvwJ.L'Y)V Kat avvea£v Kat, 
,/... I \ """' ) \ \ ') \ ' ,J...I 
't'POVT)O'£V Kat VOVV €'1Tt 'TOVS aVTOVS' E'TTL'f'EPOVTES' 

I '' \ ,... ''" \ ,/... I \ 
yvWJ.LTJV exetv Kat vovv TJOTJ, Kat 'f'POVtJ.LOVS' Kat, 

I ,... \ f ~ I '1' """' 
O'VVETOVS. 'TTaO'at, yap at, OVVaJ.LEtS' aVTat, TWV 

' I ' \ \ ,... (}' tl \ ' \ 
EO'XaTWV EtO't Kat 'TWV Ka EKaO'TOV, Kat EV J.LEV 

.... ' .,. ' 1' ( ,/... ' ' Ttp Kpt'TtKOS' EtVa£ 'TTEpL WV 0 'f'POVtJLOS', O'VVETOS' 80 
\ ') I "l\ I \ \ ') ,.. 

Kat evyvwJ.LWV T) avyyvwJ.Lwv· Ta yap E'TTtEti<T) 
\ "' ' 8"' ( I ) \ ' ""' \ KOtVa 'TWV aya WV a7TaVTWV EO'T£11 EV Tlp 7TpOS 

8 "\ \ '' ~ \ "' f)' f'l \ "' ' I a/\1\0V, EO'Tt 0€ TWV Ka EKaO'Ta Kat TWV eaxaTWV 
tl \ I ( \ \ \ ,/... I ~ ,.. 

U'TTaV'Ta 'Ta 7TpaKTa Kat yap 'TOV 'f'POVLJ.LOV OEt yt• 
I ') I) \ ( I \ ( I \ 

vwaKetv avTa , Kat '1} avvEats Kat 1J yvWJ.LTJ 'TTEP£ 
\ I ,.. ~' '' \ f """ ,.. 4: Ta 1TpaKTa, TaVTa 0 eaxaTa. Kat 0 VOVS' TWV 85 

' , I ')) ' ,J...I \ \ ,... I 
EUXaTWV E'TT aJ.L'"rOTEpa· Kat yap 'TWV 1TpWTWV 
tl \ """' ' I ,... ' \ \ ' \1 
opwv Kat 'TWV EO'Xa'TWV VOVS' EO''Tt Kat OV 1\0YOS'" 1143. 

\ ( \ \ \ ' ~ I(; ,... ' I 
Kat 0 JLEV KaTa TaS a'TTOOEtc;ELS 'TWV aKLVTJTWV 
tl \ I . f ~) ) ,.. "" 101 

opwv Kat 'TTpWTWV, 0 0 EV 'TU£S 7TpaK'T£KULS' 'TOV 

1 ~~€LS avra.L Ar. 

0 i.e., ' have reached years of discretion ' ; cf. § 6 and VIII. 
xii. 2. 

b This has been proved for ' understanding ' and ' the 
sensible man ' in c. x. ; it is extended to ' considerateness ' 
in the words that follow : considerateness judges correctly 
what is equitable, equity is an element in all virtuous conduct 
towards others, and all virtuous conduct is determined by 
Prudence. 

c i.e., the possessors of each of the moral virtues. 
d s ... 9 ee c. v1n. . 
• The substantive to be understood may be 7rpoTatre(f'~ 

'propositions'; but the reference seems to be not to the 
practical syllogism in the ordinary sense (see vu. iii. 9), 
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(forgiveness) in certain cases ; but consideration for 
others is that consideration which judges rightly 
what is equitable judging rightly meaning judging 
what is tru(y equitable. 

2 All these qualities, it is reasonable to say, refer to ~xamina. 
the same thing ; indeed we attribute Considerate- ~~~d~~ce 
nesss Understanding, Prudence, and Intelligence to ?onclud~d: 
, , h f l } I 1 ts rela t10n 
Luc same persons 'v en we say o peop e t 1at t 1ey to Intelli· 
' are old enough to show consideration and intelli- gence. 

gence,' a and are prudent and understanding persons. 
For all these faculties deal with ultimate and particu-
lar things ; and a man has understanding and is 
considerate, or considerate for others, when he is a 
good judge of the matters in regard to which Prud-
ence is displayed b ; because equitable actions are 
common to all good men c in their behaviour towards 

3 others, while on the other hand all rnatters of conduct 
belong to the class of particular and ultimate things 
(since the prudent man adp1ittedly has to take 
cognizance of these things), and Understanding and 
Consideration deal with .matters of conduct, which 

4: are ultimate. Also Intelligence apprehends the 
ultimates in both aspects--since ultimates as well 
as primary definitions a are grasped by Intelligence 
and not reached by reasoning : in demonstrations 
Intelligence apprehends the immutable and primary 
definitions, in practical inferences" it apprehends 

but to the establishment of ethical apxal by induction, 
which is the proper method of Ethics (r. iv. 5-7). This 
induction is conceived as a syllogism (cf .... An. Pr. n. xxiii.): 
Actions A, B, C • • • are desirable ; Actions A, B, C • • • 
possess the quality Z ; therefore all actions possessing the 
quality Z are desirable. Here both the major and the minor 
premise are sets of particular propositions intuitively seen 
to be true : JIOVS is TWJI Eax&.rwll €r' aJup6repa. 
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'~ I Jl (} ( '~ "" I ' I ) evoaLJ.LWV av pwTros ovoEJLLas yap EO'Tt yeveac:ws , 20 

f ~ \ ,./... I ""' \ ,, ,, \ \ I f/ ~ A 
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1 To Lbr. 1 Susemihl. 
1 7) cppovlp.wv secl. Burnet. ' opOws Lb : apxas Kbr. 
1 1repl Lb : 1] 1repl. 

0 Here the intuitive element in Prudence, as well as in 
Wisdom (cc. v., vi.), is termed Intelligence: at c. viii. 9 it 
was called merely Prudence, in contrast with Intelligence, 
which was limited to intuition of the first principles of 
science. Here then voDs approximates to its popular sense 
(see p. 38~, note a). 

b This sentence seems irrelevant here. It might come in 
after§ 4. 
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NIOOMAOHEAN ETHICS, VI. xi. 4-xii. I 

the ultimate and contingent fact, and the minor 
premise, since these are the first principles from 
which the end is inferred, as general rules are based 
on particular cases; hence we must have perception 
of particulars, and this immediate perception is 
Intelligence. a 

5 This is why it is thought that these qualities are 
a natural gift, and that a man is considerate, under
standing and intelligent by nature, though no one 

6 is a wise man by nature. That this is so is indicated 
by our thinking of them as going with certain ages : 
we say that at such and such an age a man must 
have got intelligence and considerateness, which 
implies that they come by nature. 

[Hence Intelligence is both a beginning and an 
end, for these things are both the starting-point 
and the subject matter of den1onstration.] b 

Consequently the unproved assertions and opinions 
of experienced and elderly people, or of prudent 
men,C are as much deserving of attention as those 
which they support by proof ; for experience has 
given them an eye for things, and so they see 
correctly. 

7 We have now discussed the nature and respective Wisdom and 

h fp . P~@~ 
sp eres o rudence and Wisdom, and have shown the two 
that each is the virtue of a different part of the soul. I~tellectual 

VIrtues. 
Iii But the further question may be rais.ed, What is Relation of 

the use of these intellectual virtues ? Wisdom does ~~:/v~:l~~~
not consider the means to human happiness at all, to Happi· 

for it does not ask how anything comes into existence. ness. 

Prudence, it n1ust be granted, does do this; but 
what do we need it for ? seeing that it studies that 

0 This addition is suspicious : no one can become prudent 
merely by getting old (Burnet). 
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1 (r~> ra Ramsauer. 
8 Oerlov Lbi\ 
I Xl-ywp.ev Kb: "AI-yop.eJI. 

I xpfJcnp.ov Richards : q>p6vtp.ov. 
' ou(J'tv Argyropylus: lxov(jw. 

• See c. xiii. 8, where it is implied that Prudence stands 
in the same relation to Wisdom as medicine to health : it 
provides the conditions for its development. 
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which is just and noble and good for man, but these 
are the things that a good man does by nature. 
Knowing about them does not make us any more 
capable of doing them, since the virtues are qualities 
of character ; just as is the case with the knowledge 
of what is healthy and vigorous-using these words 
to mean not productive of health and vigour but 
resulting from them : we are not rendered any more 
capable of healthy and vigorous action by knowing 
the science of medicine or of physical training. 

2 If on the other hand we are to say that Prudence 
is useful not in helping us to act virtuously but in 
helping us to beco1ne virtuous, then it is of no use 
to those who are virtuous already. Nor is it of any 
use either to those "~ho are not, since we may just 
as well take the advice of others who possess 
Prudence as possess Prudence ourselves. We may 
be content .to do as we do in regard to our 
health ; we want to be healthY., yet 've do not learn 
medicine. 

3 Moreover it would seem strange if Prudence, Relation of 

which is inferior to Wisdom, is nevertheless to have ~i~~~:e te 

greater authority than \Visdom : yet the faculty 
that creates a thing a governs and gives orders to it. 

Let us now therefore discuss these difficulties, 
which so far have only been stated. 

4 First then let us assert that \Visdom and Prud
ence, being as they are the virtues of the two parts 
of the intellect respectively, are necessarily desirable 
in themselves, even if neither produces any effect. 

5 Secondly, they do in fact produce an effect : 
Wisdom produces Happiness, not in the sense in 
which medicine produces health, but in the sense in 

· which healthiness is the cause of health. For 
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1 1rws : oVrws vel olJrw 1rws Richards. 
I 1rpaTTE(f0aL 'lrEq>VK€ Lb. a (7rpaTT€LP) ed. 

• The other three are the scientific, calculative, and 
appetitive parts, see c. i. 5, 6, whose virtues have now been 
considered in Books II.-VI. Sensation is here omitted, 
since it is not peculiar to man: cf. r. vii. 12. 

b Digestion and growth function automatically, not 
Yoluntarily; so they form no part of conduct. 

0 i.1., Moral Virtue. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VI. xii. 3--9 

Wisdom is a part of Virtue as a whole, and therefore 
by its possession, or rather by its exercise, renders 
a man happy. 

8 Also Prudence as well as Moral Virtue determines Prudence 

the complete performance of man's proper function : ~~~u~~ral 
Virtue ensures the rightness of the end we aim at, 
Prudence ensures the rightness of the means we 
adopt to gain that end. 

(The fourth part a of the soul on the other hand, 
the nutritive faculty, has no virtue contributing to 
the proper function of man, since it has no power 
to act or not to act. b) 

7 But we must go a little deeper into the objection 
that Prudence does not render men more capable 
of performing noble and just actions. Let us start 
with the following consideration. As some people, 
we maintain, perform just acts and yet are not just 
men (for instance, those who do what the law enjoins 
but do it unwillingly, or in ignorance, or for some 
ulterior object, and not for the sake of the actions 
themselves, although they are as a matter of fact 
doing what they ought to do and all that a good man 
should), on the other hand, it appears, there is a 
state of mind in which a man may do these various 
acts with the result that he really is a good man : I 
mean when he does them from choice, and for the 

8 sake of the acts themselves. Now rightness in our 
choice of an end is secured by Virtue c ; but to do 
the actions that must in the nature of things be done 
in order to attain the end we have chosen, is not a 
matter for Virtue but for a different faculty. 

We must dwell on this point to make it more clear . 
. 9 There is a certain faculty called Cleverness, which Cleverness 

is the capacity for doing the things aforesaid that con- or Ability. 
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1 a.vroD Bywater: avrwv. 2 <rovs> Klein. 
a ouvap.Ls: O€LV6T'fJS Mb, ouvap.t.s <afJT'IJ) ? ed. (aiJTTJ 7} ouvap.Lt, 

4J oEt.v6TTJS Hel. ). 4 lcrp.Ev ? ed. 
5 7ryoup.e0' Rassow. 

• See c. xi. 6 and cj. I. vi. 12. 
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duce to the aim we propose, and so attaining that aim. 
If the aim is noble, this is a praiseworthy faculty t 
if base, it is mere knavery ; this is how we come to 
speak of both prudent men and knaves as clever. 

10 Now this faculty is not identical with Prudence, but 
Prudence implies it. But that eye of the soul of 
which we spoke a cannot acquire the quality of 
Prudence without possessing Virtue. This we have 
said before, and it is manifestly true. :For deductive 
inferences about matters of conduct always have a 
major premise of the form' Since the End or Supreme 
Good is so and so ' (whatever it may be, since we 
may take it as anything we like for the sake of the 
argument) ; but the Supreme Good only appears 
good to the good man : vice perverts the mind and 
causes it to hold false vie,vs about the first prin
ciples of conduct. Hence it is clear that we cannot 
be prudent without being good. 

dii We have therefore also to· reconsider the nature Prudence 

f V. 'l"'h .e t . h th f v· t . and Moral o Irtue. e 1ac IS t at e case o Ir ue IS Virtue~ 
closely analogous to that of Prudence in relation to 
Cleverness. Prudence and Cleverness are not the 
same, but they are similar ; and natural virtue is 
related in the same way to Virtue in the true sense. 
All are agreed that the various moral qualities are 
in a sense bestowed by JlQture : we are just, and 
capable of temperance, and brave, and possessed 
of the other virtues from the moment of our birth. 
But nevertheless we expect to find that true goodness 
is something different, and that the virtues in the 
true sense come to belong to us in another way. 
For even children and wild animals possess the 
natural dispositions, yet without Intelligence these 
may manifestly be harmful. This at all events 
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\ 1' \ I \ ' \ J/ 1' ( ' I 
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1 3L(i ••• ~t/Jtv secl. Ramsauer. 
2 p.era8e'LvaL Coraes. 

4 vous here means q>p6v7JuLs as a whole: see xi. 4, note ca. 
• See note a on c. v. 8 . 
., i.e., that it is a g~ts 7rpoatpertK1}: see the definition of 

Moral Virtue, n. vi. 15. 
" i.e., prudence is the knowledge of right principle, the 

presence of the opOos AO"{OS in the tjruxfJ of the q>poPLJJ.OS (see 
u. ii. 2, vi. 15). 
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appears to be a matter of observation, that just as a 
man of powerful frame who has lost his sight meets 
with heavy falls when he moves about, because he 
cannot see, so it also happens in the moral sphere ; 

J whereas if a man of good natural disposition acquires 
Intelligence,a then he excels in conduct, and the 
disposition which previously only resembled Virtue, 
will now be Virtue in the true sense. Hence just as 
with the faculty of forming opinions b there are two 
qualities, Cleverness and Prudence, so also in the 
moral part of the soul there are two qualities, 
natural virtue and true Virtue ; and true Virtue 

3 cannot exist without Prudence. Hence some people 
maintain that all the virtues are forms of Prudence ; 
and Socrates' line of enquiry was right in one way, 
though wrong in another ; he was mistaken in think
ing that all the virtues are forms of Prudence, but 
right in saying that they cannot exist without 

4 Prudence. A proof of this is that everyone, even 
at the present day, in defining Virtue, after saying 
what disposition it is c and specifying the things with 
which it is concerned, adds that it is a disposition 
determined by the right principle ; and the right 
principle is the principle determined by Prudence. 
It appears therefore that everybody in some sense 
divines that Virtue is a disposition of this nature, 

B namely regulated by Prudence. This formula how
ever requires a slight modification. Virtue is not 
merely a disposition conforming to right principle, 
but one co-operating with right principle ; and 
Prudence is right principle a in matters of conduct. 
Socrates then thought that the virtues are principles, 

. for he said that they are all of them forms of know-
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II .... \ ' ' ' ,/.. \ ' ' EO'Ta£. 'TOVTO yap KaT a JLEV TaS 't'VO'LKaS apETa~ 
' ~ 1 f)' a ~ \ f i\ """ i\ I ' e I £Vo£XETat, Ka as oe aTT ws eye-rat aya os, 1145 a 
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EI\TLOVOS fLOpLOV, W0'7TEp OVOE TTJS" VYLELaS" '1} 

) I ) \ ,... ' ,.. '\ \) f ,... f/ 

ta-rptKYJ • ov yap X'PTJTat av-rn, a/\1\ opq, o'TTWS 
I ) I ";" fl ) I ' \ \ ) ' 

jiEVY)Tat • EKELVYJ.S OVV EVEKa E'TTtTaTTEL, a/\1\ OVI< 
) I J/ rl 't\ Jl \ \ \ 
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,1...1 'I ""f)"' fl ) I \ I 
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'Ta €v ,-77 7T6i\e,. 
1 oiJG'TJ Lb. I ~~ ed. : Be. 
a Tou <erEpov> Spengel. 

a The writer recapitulates the solution reached in the last 
two chapters of the difficulty stated in c. xii. 1. 

b The text should probably be ernended 'of one of the two 
parts of the intellect' : see c. xii. 4. 

c At c. xii. 6 Aristotle says more precisely that Virtue 
' makes the End right,' i.e., makes us choose the right 
End ; strictly speaking, to achieve the End requires also 
Prudence in the choice of the right means. 

" This is the solution of the difficulty stated in c. :xii. 8. 
• Including religious observances. 
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ledge. We on -the other hand say that the virtues 
co-operate rvith principle. 

6 These considerations therefore show that it is not 
possible to be good in the true sense without Prudence, 
nor to be prudent without Moral Virtue. 

(~1oreover, this might supply an answer to the 
dialectical argument that might be put forward to 
prove that the virtues can exist in isolation from each 
other, on the ground that the same man does not 
possess the greatest natural capacity for all of them, 
so that he 1nay have already attained one when he 
has not yet attained another. In regard to the 
natural virtues this is possible ; but it is not possible 
in regard to those virtues which entitle a man to be 
called good without qualification. For if a man have 
the one virtue of Prudence he will also have all the 
Moral Virtues together with it.) 

7 It is therefore clear a that, even if Prudence had no Prudence, 

bearing on conduct, it would still be needed, because W.~~~~~to 
it is the virtue of b that part of the intellect to 
which it belongs; and also that our choice of actions 
will not be right without Prudence any more than 
\vithout Moral Virtue, since, '\\rhile Moral Virtue 
enables us to achieve 0 the end, Prudence makes us 
adopt the right means to the end. 

8 But nevertheless it is not really the case that 
Prudence is in authority d over Wisdom, or over the 
higher part of the intellect, any more than medical 
science is in authority over health. ~1edical science 
does not control health, but studies how to procure 
it ; hence it issues orders in the interests of health, 
but not to health. And again, one might as well 
say that Political Science governs the gods, because 
it gives orders about everything 6 in the State. 
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fl t ' (} I ,./.. I '/; ' (} I 1 2 WGT Et, t<a aTTEp 'fJaatv, €~ av pW1TWV jiLVOVTa' 

8 ' ~, ' "" t Q ,, , " , 
EOL o£ apETYJ~ V1TEpfJOI\T)V, TOLUVTTJ T£S av ELTJ 

DijAov OT£ ~ Tfj 8TjpLwDEt8 aVTLT£8Ef-LEVTJ €gts• t<a~ 25 
' fl '~ \ 8 1 ' \ 1 , ~' , , yap WU1TEp OVO€ T)pLOV EGT£ t<at<La OVO ap€71] 1 
tl '~\ 8 "" )\\t f \ 1 ) "" 
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t ~t fl I I I ' \ ~ \ I 3 '1J o €7Epov T£ )IEVOS t<at<LaS. E7T€t O€ U1TaVLOV 

' '8"" "~ "' 8' fA' t<aL TO ELOV avopa ELVaL, t<a a1TEp 0£ at<WVES 
''(} I fl C t 8"' ,J..I~ Etw aat 1TpoaayopEVE£V, oTav ayaa wat a"foopa, 

1 Bywater. 2 Xe'YovTa <Oeov> ? ed. 
3 8'Y}ptwoia (i.e. -lq.) Lbr. 4 (ot> t3rav Bywater. 

a Or Brutality: the two English words have acquired 
slightly different shades of meaning, which are combined 
in the Greek. 
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i LET us next begin a fresh part of the subject by ee. I·~· 
laying down that the states of moral character to RelatiOn of 1 

Intellect 
be avoided are of three kinds-Vice, Unrestraint, and and Desire: 
Bestiality. a The opposite dispositions in the case of ;~~~ness of 

two of the three are obvious : one we call Virtue, c~. Moral 

the other Self-restraint. As the opposite of Bestiality ~et~:en 
it will be most suitable to speak of Superhuman ~~~~~e ~~: 
Virtue, or goodness on a heroic or divine scale ; just restraint 

as Homer b has represented Priam as saying of :~~e~~~~~· 
Hector, on account of his surpassing valour- otf S~lf-re-d 

s ramt an 

nor seemed to be 
The son of mortal man, but of a god. 

2 Hence if, as men say, surpassing virtue changes men 
into gods, the disposition opposed to Bestiality will 
clearly be some quality more than human ; for there 
is no such thing as Virtue in the case of a god, any 
more than there is Vice or Virtue in the case of a 
beast : divine goodness is something more exalted 
than Virtue, and bestial badness is different in kind 

3 from Vice. And inasmuch as it is rare for a man to 
be divine, in the sense in which that word is commonly 
used by the Lacedaemonians as a term of extreme 

b Il. xxiv. i58. The preceding words are, ' Hector, who 
was a god.' 
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1 ¢a(nv <o~ros) Coraes (sic Plato, Meno 99 n): o-eios ••• fj>auw 
secl. Stahr. 1 iKa;epas Richards: eKa.Tepa.v. 

a [;wv] Bywater: om. Lb. ~ ¢aD'Aa <¢av'Aa>? Rouse. 

(I Lit. ' for those who surpass (the rest of) men in Vice ' 
(i.e., human, not bestial wickedness). 

b Aristotle holds ( r. viii. 7) that the opinions of the mass 
of mankind, and of philosophers, on matters of conduct 
are likely to be substantially true ; although being stated 
from different points of view, and sometimes in ambiguous 
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admiration-' Yon mon's divine,' they say-, so a 
bestial character is rare among human beings; it is 
found most frequently among barbarians, and some 
cases also occur as a result of disease or arrested 
development. We sometimes also use ' bestial ' as 
a term of opprobrium for a surpassing degree of 
human vice.a 

4: But the nature of the bestial disposition will ha.ve 
to be touched on later ; and of Vice we have spoken 
already. We must however discuss Unrestraint and 
Softness or Luxury, and also Self-restraint and 
Endurance. Neither of these two classes of character 
is to be conceived as identical with Virtue and Vice, 
nor yet as different in kind from them. 

5 Our proper course 'vith this subject as with others 
will be to present the various vie,vs about it, and 
then, after first reviewing the difficulties they 
involve, finally to establish if possible all or, if not 
all, the greater part and the most important of the 
opinions generally held with respect to these states 
of mind ; since if the discrepancies can be solved, 
and a residuum of current opinion left standing, the 
true view \vill have been sufficiently established~ b 

6 Now the follo,ving opinions are held : (a) that cu:r~nt 
Self-restraint and Endurance are good and praise- ?&~~d.ns 
worthy dispositions, Unrestraint and Softness bad 
and blame"\vorthy; (b) that the self-restrained man 
is the n1an who abides by the results of his calcula-
tions, the unrestrained, one who readily abandons 
the conclusion he has reached ; (c) that the un-
language, they often seem mutually contradictory. The 
business of Ethics is to state the1n clearly, exan1ine their 
apparent contradictions, discard such parts of them as 

· really refute each other, and elicit the corrnnon residuum of 
truth : see infra, c. ii. 12. 
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I ,.pdTTeLv Richards: 'lrpdrrt&. 
I aKo"'Aou8€tV Richards : aKo"'Aov8ei. 
a p.Ev om. K b. ' cdJT~v Kb : 
6 oiov <-ylvEraL) et Tp61ros [ -ylvETaL] ? Bywater. 

' ' aVTOJie 

• A quotation from Plato, Protagoras 852 B. 
, Viz., that a man may know the right and do the wrong. 
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restrained man does things that he knows to be evil, 
under the influence of passion, whereas the self
restrained man, knowing that his desires are evil, 
refuses to follow them on principle ; (d) that the 
temperate man is always self-restrained and endur
ing; but that the converse is invariably the case some 
deny, although others affirm it : the latter identify 
the unrestrained with the profligate and the pro
fligate with the unrestrained promiscuously, the 

, 7 former distinguish between them. (e) Sometimes it 
I is said that the prudent man cannot be unrestrained, 

sometimes that some prudent and clever men are 
unrestrained. U') Again, men are spoken of as 
unrestrained in anger, and in the pursuit of honour 
and of gain. These then are the opinions advanced. 

ii The difficulties that may be raised are the follow- Diffieultie• 
· ( ) H ~ ·1 · If t · t h :~.rising out 1ng. c ow can a man 1a1 tn se -res rain w en of tl1ese 

believing correctly that what he does is wrong ? opinions. 

Some people say that he cannot do so when he 
knows the act to be wrong ; since, as Socrates held, 
it would be strange if, when a man possessed Kno,v-
ledge, some other thing should overpower it, and 

. ' drag it about like a slave.' a In fact Socrates used 
to combat the view b altogether, implying that 
there is no such thing as Unrestraint, since no one, 
he held, acts contrary to what is best, believing what 
he does to be bad, but only through ignorance. 

2 Now this theory is manifestly at variance with plain 
facts ; and we ought to investigate the state of 
mind in question more closely. If failure of self
restraint is caused by ignorance, we must examine 
what sort of ignorance it is. For it is clear that the 
. man who fails in self-restraint does not think the 
action right before he con1es under the influence of 
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• Of. vr. vii. 7, xii. 10. 
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• 8 passion.-But some thinkers accept the doctrine in 
, a modified form. They allow that nothing is more 

powerful than knowledge, but they do not allow 
that no one acts contrary to what he opines to be the 
better course ; and they therefore maintain that 
the unrestrained man 'vhen he succumbs to the 
temptations of pleasure possesses not Kno,vledge 

'but only Opinion. And yet if it is really Opinion 
and not Kno,vledge-not a strong belief that offers 
resistance but only a weak one (like that of persons 
in two minds about something)-, we could forgive a 
man for not keeping to his opinions in opposition to 
strong desires ; but we do not forgive vice, nor any 
other blameworthy quality.-(e) Is it then when 
desire is opposed by Prudence that we blan1e a man 
for yielding? for Prudence is extremely strong. 
But this is strange, for it means that the same person 
can be at once prudent and unrestrained ; yet no 
one could possibly maintain that the prudent man is 
capable of doing voluntarily the basest actions. And 
furthermore it has already been shown a that Prudence 
displays itself in action (for it is concerned with 

. ultimate particulars), and implies the possession of 
the other Virtues as well. 

6 Again (d) if Self-restraint implies having strong 
and evil desires, the temperate man cannot be self
restrained, nor the self-restrained man temperate; 
for the temperate man does not have excessive or 
evil desires. But a self-restrained man must neces
sarily have strong and evil desires; since if a man's 
desires are good, the disposition that prevents him 
from obeying the1n 'vill be evil, and so Self-restraint 
will not always be good ; 'vhile if his desires are 
weak and not evil, there is nothing to be proud of 
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1 Coraes. 1 lvruxwuL ? Burnet. 
a o~ Bywater: 8l. 

" 11. 895-916. See further, c. ix. 4r. 
• Sc., because he is foolish. 
e i.e., a profligate. This is another sophistic paradox 

based on the contradiction between ( 1) the identification of 
the unrestrained man with the profligate, and (2) the view 
(§ 6) that the former acts contrary to his deliberate conviction 
(so Burnet). 
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in resisting them ; nor is it anything remarkable 
if they are evil and weak. 

f Again (a, b) if Self-restraint makes a man steadfast 
in all his opinions, it may be bad, namely, if it makes 
him persist even in a false opinion. And if Un
restraint makes him liable to abandon any opinion, 
in some cases Unrestraint will be good. Take the 
instance of N eoptolemus in the Philocfeles a of 
Sophocles. N eoptolemus abandons a resolution that 
he has been persuaded by Odysseus to adopt, 
because of the pain that it gives him to tell a lie : 
in this case inconstancy is praiseworthy. 

8 Again (a, c) there is the difficulty raised by the 
argument of the sophists. The sophists wish to 
show their cleverness by entrapping their adversary 
into a paradox, and \vhen they are successful, the 
resultant chain of reasoning ends in a deadlock : 
the xnind is fettered, being un,villing to stand still 
because it cannot approve the conclusion reached, 
yet unable to go for,vard because it cannot untie 

9 the knot of the argument~ No,v one of their argu
ments proves that Folly combined with Unrestraint 
is a virtue. It runs as follows: if a man is foolish 
and also unrestrained, owing to his unrestraint he 
does the opposite of what he believes that he ought 
to do; but he believes b that good things are bad, 
and that he ought not to do them ; therefore he 
will do good things and not bad ones. 

10 Again (b, d) one who does and pursues what is 
pleasant from conviction and choice,C might be held to 
be a better man than one who acts in the same way 
not from calculation but from unrestraint, because he 

. is more easy to cure, since he may be persuaded to 
alter his conviction ; whereas the unrestrained man 
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1 p.f} hrbrEUJ"TO Lb. 
I Of ou (vel p.?J) r, Of <ll"A"Aa> Ramsauer, Bywater. 
8 ll"AAa secl. Bywater. ' a,s Bywater. 

a A variant ou 7r€7r€LCJp.evos • • • [ a\Xa] gives 'but as it l! 
he is convinced it is wrong but nevertheless does it.' 

b See c. i. 5, note. 
e This question is not pursued below ; indeed the contents 

of the following chapters are correctly outlined in § 1, and 
§ 2 is superfluous. 

• Not the difference between the two, since of course 
they are concerned with the same objects, but the difference 
between both of them and other similar characters ; see o. i. 4,. 
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comes under the proverb that says' when water chokes 
you, what are you to drink to wash it down ? ' Had 
he been convinced that what he does is right, 
a change of conviction might have caused him to 
desist ; but as it is he is convinced that he ought 
to do one thing and nevertheless does another 
thing.a 

11 Again (f) if Self-restraint and Unrestraint can be 
displayed with reference to anything, what is the 
meaning of the epithet ' unrestrained ' \vithout 
qualification ? No one has every form of unrestraint, 
yet we speak of some men as simply ' unrestrained.' 

12 Such, more or less, are the difficulties that arise. 
Part of the conflicting opinions we have to clear out 
of the way, but part to leave standing ; for to solve a 
difficulty is to find the answer to a problem.b 

iii We have then to consider, first (i) whether men Self-

fail in self-restraint knowing what they do is wrong, ~~18Jraint 
or not kno,ving, and if kno\ving, knowing in what Unrestraint 

sense ; and next (ii) what are to be set down !~a~ined 
as the obi ects with which Self-restraint and U n- under four 

J heads 
restraint are concerned : I mean, are they con- (ec. iii.-x.). 

cerned with pleasure and pain of all sorts, or only 
with certain special pleasures and pains ? and (iii) 
is Self-restraint the san1e as Endurance or distinct 
from it ? and so on with (iv) the other questions 
akin to tills subject. 

J A starting-pojnt for our investigation is to ask o 
whether the differentia d of the self-restrained man 
and the unrestrained is constituted by their objects, 
or by their dispositions : I mean, whether a man 
is called unrestrained solely because he fails to 
restrain himself with reference to certain things, or 
rather because he has a certain disposition, or rather 
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• This seems to refer to the dogmatic tone of I-Ieracleitus'1 
teaching in general. 
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for both reasons combined. A second question is, 
can Self-restraint and Unrestraint be displayed in 
regard to everything, or not? When a man is said 
to be ' unrestrained ' without further qualification, 
it does not mean that he is so in relation to every
thing, but to those things in regard to which a man 
can be profligate ; and also it does not mean merely 
that he is concerned with these things (for in that 
case Unrestraint would be the same thing as Pro
fligacy), but that he is concerned with them in a 
particular manner. The profligate yields to his 
appetites from choice, considering it right always to 
pursue the pleasure that offers, whereas the man of 
defective self-restraint does not think so, but pursues 
it all the same. 

3 (i) Now the suggestion that it is not Knowledge, (i) Does he 

but True Opinion, against which unrestrained men :e~~ fails in 

act, is of no importance for our argument. Some men restraint. 

hold their opinions with absolute certainty, and take ~~~ ~r;h~Tg 
4 them for positive knowledge ; so that if weakness 

of conviction be the criterion for deciding that men 
who act against their conception of \vhat is right 
must be said to opine rather than to know the right, 
there will really be no difference in this respect 
bet,veen Opinion and Knowledge ; since some men 
are just as firmly convinced of what they opine as 
others ~re of what they know: witness Heracleitus.a 

5 (I) But the word know is used in two senses. A man 
\Vho has knowledge but is not exercising it is said to 
know, and so is a man who is actually exercising his 
knowledge. It will make a difference whether a man 
does wrong having the knowledge that it is wrong but 

. not consciously thinking of his knowledge, or with the 
knowledge consciously present to his mill d. The latter 
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1 Bywater. 
I aUTOS Rassow: 0 aOTO'i pr. Kb, OVTOS r, aOTOS OVTOS J,..b. 
a 'YE Coraes : TE. 

41 The major premise of a practical syllo~ism is universal, 
a general rule; the minor is particular, the application of 
the rule to the case in hand. The next sentence point') out 
that this application really requires two syllogisms : in the 
first, the personal term of the major premise is predicated 
in the minor of the particular person concerned (Dry food 
is good for all men: I am a man: therefore dry food is 
good for me) ; in the second, the other universal term is 
predicated in the minor of a particular thing about which 
the person is deliberating (Dry food is good for me : this 
stale loaf is dry food : therefore this stale loaf is good for 
me). It is the minor premise of the second syllogism, viz. 
the application of the general rule not to himself but to the 
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would be felt to be surprising; but it is not surpris
ing that a man should do what he knows to be wrong 
if he is not conscious of the knowledge at the time. 

6 (2) Again, reasoning on matters of conduct 
employs premises of two forms.a Now it is quite 
possible for a man to act against knowledge when 
he knows both premises but is only exercising his 
knowledge of the universal premise and not of the 
particular ; for action has to do with particular 
things. Moreover, there is a distinction as regards 
the universal term : one universal is predicated of the 
man himself, the other of the thing ; for example, he 
may know and be conscious of the knowledge that dry 
food is good for every man and that he himself is 

, a man, or even that food of a certain kind is dry, but 
· either not possess or not be actualizing the know

ledge whether the particular food before him is food 
of that kind .. · Now clearly the distinction between 
these two ways of knowing 'vill make all the difference 
in the world. It will not se.em at all strange that the 
unrestrained man should ' kno'v ' in one 'vay, but it 
would be astonishing if he knew in another way. 

7 (3) Again, it is possible for men to ' have know
ledge ' in yet another way besides those just dis
cussed ; for even in the state of having knowledge 
without exercising it we can observe a distinction: 
a man may in a sense both have it and not have it ; 
for instance, when he is asleep, or mad, or drunk. 

thing in question, that the unrestrained man seems not to 
know, or not to think of, at the time. 

This illustration is confused in the text by the insertion 
of another minor premise 1] on ~rJpov ro rot.bvoE, ' or that food 
.of a certain kind [e.g. stale bread] is dry.' It would have 
been enough to write d.XX' el rooe ~1Jpov, ' but whether this 
[stale loaf] is dry.' 
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1 p.av8avovres ? Thurot. 2 rovrcp Lb. 
3 0€LraL r: oli. ' Coraes: 1f'OLrJTLK«LS. 6 1Tav TO Lb .. 

a The reference is to persons of weak will uttering sound 
moral maxims almost at the very moment of yielding to 
temptation. 

b Viz., asleep or drunk. It may have been some Falstaff 
of Attic comedy that quoted the moral maxims of Empedocles 
in his cups. 

c ·i.e., in this case, psychologicaUy : lit. ' with reference 
to its nature.' Cj. VITI. i. 6, xx. vii. 2, ix. 7. 
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But persons under the influence of passion are in 
the same condition ; for it is evident that anger, 
sexual desire, and certain other passions, actually 
alter the state of the body, and in some cases even 
cause madness. It is clear therefore that we must 
pronounce the unrestrained to ' have knowledge ' 
only in the same 'vay as men who are asleep or mad 

8 or drunk. Their using the language of knowledge ta 

is no proof that they possess it. Persons in the 
states mentioned b repeat propositions of geometry 
and verses of Empedocles; students who have just 
begun a subject reel off its formulae, though they 
do not yet know their meaning, for kno,vledge has 
to become part of the tissue of the mind, and this 
takes time. Hence we must conceive that men who 
fail in self-restraint talk in the same way as actors 
speaking a part. 

9 (4) Again, one may also study the cause of Un
restraint scientifically,c thus : In.a practical syllogism, 
the major premise is an opinion, while the minor 
premise deals with particular things, which are the 
province of perception. Now when the two premises 

. are combined, just as in theoretic reasoning the 
mind is compelled to affirm the resulting conclusion, 
so in the case of practical premises you are forced 
at once to do it. For example, given the premises 
' All sweet things ought to be tasted ' and ' Yonder 
thing is sweet '-a particular instance of the general 
class-, you are bound, if able and not prevented, 

10 immediately to taste the thing. When therefore 
there is present in the mind on the one hand a universal 
judgement forbidding you to taste and on the other 
.hand a universal judgement saying ' All sweet things 
are pleasant,' and a minor premise 'Yonder thing is 
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1 o~v om. Lb. 
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1 <o€) Ramsauer. 

a i.e., detern1ines action (Ross). b Of. c. ii. 1. 
c Here To 1raJJos means aKpaTd;ecrBat, cf. ii. 2, iii. 12, iv. 6; 

but in the following line ( cf. c. ii. 1) it probably means 
bnOup.la. or Oup.os, as iii. '1, v. 5, vii. 8. 
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sweet' (and it is this minor premise that is active-), 
and when desire is present at the same time, then, 
though the former universal judgement says 'Avoid 
that thing,' the desire leads you to it (since desire 
can put the various parts of the body in motion). 
Thus it comes about that when men fail in self
restraint, they act in a sense under the influence 
of a principle or opinion, but an opinion not in itself 
but only accidentally opposed to the right principle 

11 (for it is the desire, and not the opinion, that is really 
opposed). Hence the lo,ver animals cannot be called 
unrestrained, if only for the reason that they have 
no power of forming universal concepts, but only 
mental images and memories of particular things. 

12 If we ask how the unrestrained man's ignorance 
is dissipated and he returns to a state of knowledge, 
the explanation is the same as in the case of drunken
ness and sleep, and is not peculiar to failure of self
restraint. We must go for it to. physiology. 

13 But inasmuch as the last premise, which originates 
action, is an opinion as to some object of sense, and 
it is this opinion which the unrestrained man when 
under the influence of passion either does not possess, 
or only possesses in a way which as we saw does not 
amount to knowing it but only makes him repeat 
it as the drunken man repeats the maxims of 
Empedocles, and since the ultimate term is not a 
universal, and is not deemed to be an object of 
Scientific Knowledge in the same way as a universal 
term is, we do seem to be led to the conclusion b 

14: which Socrates sought to establish. For the know
ledge which is present when failure of self-restraint 0 

.occurs is not what is held to be Knowledge in the 
true sense, nor is it true Knowledge which is 
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a See § 5 note. " See III. x. 
0 Of. c. i. 7: 8vp.6s, 'spirit,' aims at victory, and so is 

brought into this discussion of' pleasures and desires' (§ 5); 
but in c. vi. it is C'.ontrasted 'vith desire, and its indulgence 
in the form of anger is seen to be painful rather than pleasant 
(vi. 4). 

d This seems to be the meaning of the imperfect tenses. 
An inscription records that a boxer named" AvOpwrros won 
at Olympia in 456 B.c. and the Greek commentators say 
894 



NICOMACHEAN ETIIICS, VII. iii. 14-iv. 2 

dragged about by passion, but knowledge derived 
from sense-perception. 

So much for the question whether failure of self
restraint can go with knowledge or not, and with 
knowledge in 'vhat sense. 

iv (ii) We must next discuss 'vhether any man can (ii) The 

be called ' unrestrained ' without qualification, or ~~rr~~=-of 
whether it must always be in relation to certain straint aJ?-ri 

. 1 h" d "f t h t f th• Unrestramt part1cu ar t 1ngs, an 1 so, o w at sor o Ings. the same as 
Now it is plain that men are self-restrained and that of Tem· 

perance and 
enduring, unrestrained and soft, in regard to P;ofligacy! 

2 Pleasures and Pains. But the things that give b~~h~~rtain 
pleasure are of two kinds : some are necessary, a pleasures. 

others are desirable in themselves but admit of 
excess. The necessary sources of pleasures are those 
connected with the body : I mean such as the 
functions of nutrition and sex, in fact those bodily 
functions which 've have indicated b as the sphere of 
Profligacy and Temperance .. rfhe other sources of 
pleasure are not necessary, but are desirable in 
themselves : I mean for· exan1ple victory, honour, 
wealth, and the other good and pleasant things of 
the same sort. Now those who against the right 
principle within them exceed in regard to the latter 
class of pleasant things, we do not call unrestrained 
simply, but 'vith a qualification-unrestrained as 
to money, gain, honour or anger c-not merely ' un
restrained ' ; because we regard them as distinct 
from the unrestrained in the strict sense, and only 
so called by analogy, like our familiar example d of 
Man the Olympic 'vinner, whose special definition 

that he is referred to here. His name would appear to 
have been used in the Peripatetic school as an exatnple of 
the analogical use of words. 

895 



ARISTOTLE 

,... '~ I ...., ~ I,/.. ' \ \' fl fl ~ 
'TOV £0£0V f.LtKplp OLE'f'EPEV, a/\1\ OJ.LWS E'TEpos ,1v-
( 

"' ~ I f \ \ ' I ~ /, I ' ~ 
GYJJ.LELOV oe• TJ J.LEV yap aKpaata 'PEYETat OVX CtlS 
f I I )\\\ \ f I "' f \"' 

afLapTLa fLOVOV a/\lla Kat WS KaKta TLS, TJ a1TI\WS 
1' 'I\ I I I ~' '() I ) ""' ~ \ 8 ovaa YJ KaTa 'Tt J.LEpOS, TOVTWV 0 OV ElS • TWV OE 

\ \ \ ' \ I \ c\ \1 
7TEpt TaS GWJ.LaTtKaS a1TO/\aVa€tS, 1T€pt as 1\EYOf.LEV 5 

\ I,/.. \ ' 1\ f \ ...,. "" 8 
'TOV aw'f'pova Kat aKo/\aaTov, o fL1J 'Tlf:J 1Tpoatpeta a£ 

,... f ~ I ~ I \ f Q ,\ \ \1 ""' 
TWV TE 'Y)OEWV OLWKWV 'TaS V1TEpjJo as Kat 'TWV 
\ ...,. ,/, I I \ ~ ',/, \ ) \ I \ 
I\V1TTJpWll '"revywv, 1TELVTJS Kat OL-yYJS Kat ai\EaS Kat 
,./, I \ I "" \ r ,/.... \ \ ,... 
'Pvxovs Kat 7TavTwv TWV 7TEpt a'-r1JV Kat yevatv, 
'\ \ \ \ \ I \ \ ~ I 

a/\1\a 7Tapa TYJV 1Tpoatpeatv Kat TYJV otavotav, 10 
) \ \ I ' \ I e tl \ 

aKpa'TYJS 1\EYETaL, OV KaTa 1rpoa Eatv, OTt 7TEpt 

('TUDE, KaOanep opyfjs, ai\i\' a1TAWS J.LbVOV (aTJfLEtOV 
~I \ \ \ \ \1 \ I \ 
OE. Kat yap fLa/\aKOL 1\EYOVTat ?7Ept TaVTaS, 71'Ept 
' I ~' '\:' I ) \ ~ \ "" ' , ' \ EKELVWV 0 OVUEfLtaV • Kat ota TOV'T EtS TaVTOV 

' ' ..... ' ' ' 1\ 18 ' 'TOV aKpaTTJ Kat 'TOV aKOI\aUTOV 'TL EJ.LEV Kat 
' ""' \ 1,/.... 2 '\\) ' ' I '~I eyKpaTYJ Ka' aw~pova, aN\ ovK EKEtvwv ovoeva, 15 
~ .\ \ \ \ , I f ~ \ \ \ I 
ota TO 7T€pt 'TUS avTaS 1TWS YJUOVaS Kat I\V1TaS 

1' f ~' ' \ \ \ , I '\ \' ' f I 
EtVat• OL o ELUL J.LEV 7TEpt 'TaVTa, a/\1\ OVX waaVTWS 

' I '\ \) f \ ,.. f ~' ' ,.. 
Eta tv, a/\1\ ot fLEV npoatpovvTat ot o ov 1Tpoatpovv-

~' ""'' '1\ 'I\ ,, tl 'TaL. OLO J.Lai\1\0V aKOI\aUTOV av El/1TOtJ.L€V OU'TtS \ ' e "" 'I\ ' I ~I \ f Q \\I ILTJ E1Tt VfLWV YJ TJPEJ.La otwKEt Tas V1TEPtJOI\as 

t Kal. <ra ,.drpta) Rassow. 
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4 i.e., it only requires the addition of three words. Strictly 
speaking, however, it is impossible to define an individual; 
moreover, the Olympic victor (a) was a man not merely by 
analogy but as a member of the species, and (b) was named 
Man not even by analogy but only homonymously. But 
a humorous i1lustration need not be precise. 

" Perhaps Man had some personal peculiarity which 
somewhat belied his name. 

• Probably this should be amended to ' moderate bodily 
pains,' cj. § 4. 
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is not very different a from the general definition of 
' man,' though nevertheless he is really quite distinct 
from men in general.b (That such persons are only 
called unrestrained by analogy is proved by our 
blaming unrestraint, 'vhether unqualified or with 
reference to some particular bodily pleasure, as a 
vice and not merely an error, whereas we do not 
regard those unrestrained in regard to money, etc. 

3 as guilty of vice.) But of those who exceed in 
relation to the bodily enjoyments with regard to 
which we speak of men as te1nperate or profligate, 
he who pursues excessive pleasure, and avoids the 
extremes c of bodily pains such as hunger, heat, 
cold, and the various pains of touch and taste, not 
from choice but against his own choice and reason, 
is described as unrestrained not with a qualification 
-unrestrained as regards these pleasures and pains
as is one who yields to anger, but just simply as 

4: unrestrained. (A proof that. ' unrestrained ' un
qualified denotes unrestraint as regards bodily 
pleasures and pains, is that we speak of men as 
' soft ' who yield to these, but not those who yield 
to anger or the like.) And hence we class the 
unrestrained man with the profligate (and the self
restrained with the temperate) d, but not those who 
yield to anger or the like, because Unrestraint and 
Profligacy are related to the same pleasures and 
pains. But as a matter of fact, although they are 
related to the same things, they are not related to 
them in the same way ; the profligate acts from 
choice, the unrestrained man does not. Hence we 
should pronounce a man who pursues excessive 

. pleasures and avoids moderate pains when he feels 

• This parenthesis may be an interpolation. 
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' , "" t ' ...... ~ 'Y '''' E7TatVOVVTat Ot 7T€pt 'TaVTa U7TOVoasOVTES", a/\1\ 
fl Jl t Q \\ \ ' I '' 
OJLWS" EU'Tt TtS" V1TepjJOI\Tj Kat EV 'TOV'TOfS, EL 'TtS 
fl t N IQ l ' \ ' () I '1\ 

W0'71Ep 'YJ tOtJYJ JLaXOt'TO Kat 71pOS 'TOVS EOVS, 'YJ 
fl ~ I · t rf... \ I ' \ I \ 

WU71Ep ..i..lUTVpOS 0 'rti\07TUTWp E7TLKUI\01Jf-LEVO~ 7TEpt 1143' 
\ .' \ I \ '~ I I ) 

'TOV 7TaTEpa, 1\taV yap EOOKEt JLWpatVEtV -f.LOX-

(J I \ ',' '~ I \ ,... ' ' \ ~ \ \ 
T)pta JLEV OVV OVOEJLta 7TEpt 'TUVT EUT£ ota TO 

1 -rwv Wilson : r~. 2 Ka~ om. Kb. 
0 See§ 2: a third class is now added, pleasures bad in 

themselves and not only in excess ; and the ' necessary' 
pleasures are now classed as 'intermediate,' neither good 
nor bad in themselves, though good as a means to life, and 
bad in excess. 

" This subject is left without its verb, which apparently 
would be 'are not 'vicked, nor vet unrestrained in the 
proper sense.' Though this clause .. here begins as a paren
thesis, it is resumed below at ' well then ' as a fresh sentence, 
which really, however, constitutes the a podosis of the protasis 
that began at the beginning of the section, ' And inasmuch.' 
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only weak desires or none at all, to be more profligate 
than one who does so owing to intense desires ; for 
what would the former do if he possessed the ardent 
desires of youth, and felt violent pain when debarred 
from the' necessary' pleasures? 

5 And inasmuch as son1e desires and pleasures 
relate to things that are noble and good in kind 
(for some pleasant things are desirable by nature, 
others the opposite, while others again are neutral
compare the classification we gave above a) : for 
instance money, gain, victory, honour: and inasmuch 
as in relation to all these naturally desirable things, 
as well as to the neutral ones, men are not blamed 
merely for regarding or desiring or liking them, but 
for doing so in a certain way, namely to excess 
(hence those b who yield to or pursue, contrary to 
principle, anything naturally noble and good, for 
exan1ple those who care too much for honour, or 
for their children and their· parents-for parents 
and children are good things and people are praised 
who care for them, but· nevertheless it is possible 
even in their case to go to excess, by vying even 
with the gods like Niobe,t' or as Satyrus did,a who 
was nicknamed the filial for his devotion to his 
father, for he was thought to carry it to the point 
of infatuation-) : well then, there cannot be any 
actual Vice in relation to these things, because, as 

0 Niobe vaunted her children as more beautiful than 
those of Leto. 

" The Greek commentators tell stories of a certain Satyrus 
·who, when his father died, committed suicide for grief. 
But Heliodorus appears to have read bnKaXoup.evos -rov 1rar£pa. 
without 1repl, ' or like Satyrus the Filial invoking his father 
as a god': there were kings of Bosphorus named Satyrus 
in the 4th c., and one 1nay have borne the surname Philopator. 
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t I fl ,J..I "" t ""' fl I t 
Et.pTJILEVOV 1 OT£ 'f'VO'E£ TWV atpETWV EKaO'TOV EO'Tf, 
~ ) f I ,/.. "'\ ~ \ \ ,./,. \ ' ""' ' \ ~ 
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:t I ) I ,/.. \ :t \ \ \ \ ""' ./, "' 
aKpaata OV J.LOVOV 'f'EVK'TOV Ul\1\a Kat 'TWV 'f'EK'TWV 
) I ~ ) f I ~ \ ""' '(} (} I 

EO''Ttv• Of... OJ.LOLO'TYJ'Ta Ot 'TOV 7Ta OVS 7TpOO't7TI/Tt EV'TES 
' :t I \ tl \ I 'f' \ 

TYJV aKpaataV 7TEpt EKaO''TOV 1\EYOVO'LV, OLOV KaKOV 
) \ \ \ f I c\ C \"" ' 't\ 
t.a'TpOV Ka£ KaKOV V7TOKpt'TY)V, OV a7TI\WS OVK av 

t/ I tl 1' ' ~) ' ""(} ~ \ \ 
Et7TOLEV KaKOV. WU7TEp OVV OVO EV'TUV a, ota 'TO 

\ I 1' f I ' ""' :t \\ \ ""' ' 1\ /1/Y) KaKLaV ELVa£ EKaO'TYJV aVTWV, a/\1\a Tl.f:J aVal\oyov 10 
f I tl ~""\ tl :t ,... t \ I I 

OJ.LOLaV, OV'TW OY)I\OV O'T£ KaKEL V1TOI\Y)7TTEOV J.LOVYJV 
) I \ ) I 1' tl ) \ \ 

aKpaaLaV Kat EYl<paTELaV ELVat TJ'TLS EO'T£ 7TEpt 
) \ .-.. ,./... I \ .-.. ) \ I \ ~\ 

TavTa TTJ aw"rpoavvn Kat 'TTJ aKol\aatq., fTEpt. o€ 

(} ""1 (}' f I \ I ~ \ \ 
VJ.LOV Ka OfLOLO'TY)'Ta 1\EYOJ.LEV• otO Ka£ npoa• 

Tt~EVTES aKpaTfj evjLOV W0'7T€p 'TLJ.LfjS Kat Kepoovs 

cpaJ.LEV. 
'E ' ~, ' ' ,, . ' t ~ I ,./,. I ' I V 7TEL 0 EO''TtV €Vta JLEV TJOEa 'f'VO'€£, Kat TOV'TWV 11 

' ' t ,.... \ ~\ ' I \ Yl \ 
Ta J.LEV a1TI\w~· Ta oe KaTa yevYJ Kat «:,Cf:JWV Ka£ 

' (} I \ ~' ' tl '\ \ \ \ \ ~ \ 
av pw7TWV, 'Ta 0 OVK EO''TLV Ul\1\a 'Ta J.LEV o£a. 

I \ ~\ ~' "(} I \ ~\ ~ \ (} \ 
'1TY)pWaELS 'Ta oE ot E YJ ytVE'Tat, 'Ta o€ ota J.LOX Y)pas 
,1..1 J1 \ \ I rl \ I 
'f'vaets, ea'Tt Kat. 7TEpt 'TOV'TWV eKaaTa 7Tapa7TAY)O'tas 

2 loetv €gets· ;\€yw S€ Tas 8YJpuvoet~, oiov ~v 20 
" (} c\ \ I ' I ' IY av pW7TOV 'Y)V 1\Eyovat 'Ta~ KVOVaa~ avaaxt':;,OVO'aV 

\ ~I el 't\ t! I ,./,. \ ' I 
'Ta 7TUtoLa Ka'TEO' LEtV, 'r] OLOLS xat.pELV 'f'aaLV EVtOVS 

""' :t I \ \ nl \ \ 
'TWV a7TYJYPLWJ.LEVWV 'TT'Ep£ 'TOV OV'TOV, 'TOVS J.LEV 

I 8vp.o0 Kb: Ovp.ov. 

a So Peters. Perhaps there is a reference to the Lamia of 
folk-lore. 
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has been said, each of them is in itself desirable by 
nature, although excessive devotion to them is bad 

6 and to be avoided. And similarly there cannot be 
Unrestraint either, since that is not merely to be 
avoided, but actually blameworthy ; though people 
do use the term in these matters with a qualification 
-' unrestraint in ' whatever it may be-because 
the affection does resemble Unrestraint proper ; just 
as they speak of someone as a bad doctor or bad 
actor whom they would not call simply 'bad.' As 
therefore we do not call bad doctors and actors bad 
men, because neither kind of incapacity is actually 
a vice, but only resembles Vice by analogy, so in the 
former case it is clear that only self-restraint and 
lack of restraint in regard to the same things as are 
the objects of Temperance and Profligacy are to be 
deemed Self-restraint and Unrestraint proper, and 
that these terms are applied to anger only by 
analogy ; and so we add a qualification, ' unrestrained 
in anger,' just as we say ' unrestrained in the pursuit 
fh , ' 0 ' o onour or gain. · 

v Besides those things however which are naturally Unnatural 

I f h. h l ll d pleasures p easant, o w IC some are p easant genera y an the sphere of 
others pleasant to particular races of animals and Bestiality, 

. not of Un· 
of men, there are other things, not naturally pleasant, rest~aintn~ 
which become pleasant either as a result of arrested of VIce. 

development or from habit, or in some cases owing 
to natural depravity. Now corresponding to each of 
these kinds of unnatural pleasures we n1ay observe 

I a related disposition of character. I mean bestial 
characters, like the creature in woman's form • 
that is said to rip up pregnant females and devour 
their offspring, or certain savage tribes on the coasts 
of the Black Sea, who are alleged to delight in raw 

401 



t "" \ ~ \1 ) e I I \ ~€\ \ 
W/LOLS 'TOVS 0€ av pw7TWV KpEaatV, 'TOVS o 'T(J, 

'1Tat8la Savel,EtV ciM1}Aots2 els evwxlav' ~ TO 
3 7TEpt <PaAaptv Aey6fLEVov. aOTat fLEV OYJpt-cf/8ets, 

t ~\ ~ \ I I ( \ ~ \3 I ' I 
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tl f \ I (} I \ ,./... I 

wa7Tep o TTJV /LTJTEpa Ka tepevaas Kat 'f'aywv, 
\ f ,.. ~ 1\ \ "'(' ) f ~ \ I ~ 

Kat 0 'TOV UVVOOVI\OV 'TO TJ7Tap , at 0€ VOUYJ/LaTWOEtS 

[ "' J 4 'C ''(} 't' ,.. 1\ \ ' I YJ Es E ovs, ot-ov -rpt-xwv Ttl\aEtS Kat ovvxwv 
I(; '' ~) ) (} I \ ,.... \ ~ \ I 

Tpws ets, ETt o av paKwv Kat Y'YJS, 7Tpos oE TOVTOtS 
t ..... 'A.. ~ I 5 "" ,, "" \ ' '1) TWV a'f'pootGtWV TOtS appEat.v• 'TOtS /LEV yap 

,./... I "" ~) '(; ''(} Q I 'f' "" 'f'VUEt 'TOLS 0 Es E OVS UV/LJJatVOVUtV, OtOV 'TOtS SO 
tf3 y I ' I~ tl \ -1' ,./... I ' I 4 V pt~:,O/LEVOtS €K 7TatoWV. OUOtS fLEV OVV 'f'VUtS at'Tta, 

I \ ' ~ \ 't\ '' ) "" fJ TOVTOVS /LEV OVOELS av Et1TEtEV aKpaTEtS, WU7T€p 
'~\ \ "" t1 ' ) I )\\) ) I 

OVOE TaS. yvvatKaS OTt OVK 07TVtOVUtV a/\1\ 01TVtOV• 
C' I ~\ \ tl 6 ~,.. J/ 

Tat • waaVTWS 0€ Kat oaot VOU'Y}f.LaTWOWS EXOVU£ 
~' ''(} \ \ "' ,, tl I ''C 5 ot E os. TO JLEV ovv exetv eKaaTa TOVTWV esw 

,.. tl ' \ ,.. I {)' \ f 0 I 
'TWV opwv EUTt TTJS KaKtaS, Ka a7TEp Kat '1) T)ptOTYJS. 114:; 

'1 ~, ,, "" 8 't\ "" (} ' t ( \" 
TO 0 EXOVTa KpaTEtV YJ KpaTELU at OVX YJ U7TI\T} 

' I ) \ \ ) t f)' f I (} I \ \ 
aKpaata U/\1\ YJ Ka 0/LOtOT'YJTa, Ka a7TEp Kat TOV 

\ \ (} \ J/ ,.. \ I ,.. 
7TEpt 'TOVS V~LOVS exovTa 'TOVTOV 'TOV TP07TOV 'TOV 

I(} ) '" ~) ' \ I ( " \ t '1Ta OVS, aKpaTYJ 0 OV 1\EK'TEOV. 7Taaa yap V7TEp- 5 
Ql\\ \ ').. I \ ~ \1 \ ' \ I 
J-Ja/\1\ovaa Kat a'f'poavVYJ Kat oEtl\ta Kat aKOI\aata 

\ \ I t \ (} /~ f ~\ I 
Kat XUI\E1TOTYJS at /LEV T)ptWOEtS at O€ VOUYJ/LUTW-
~ ) I t \ \ ,.1...1 """ 'f' ~~I 

6 OEtS Etatv• 0 /LEV yap 'f'VGEt TOtOVTOS OtOS OEOtEVat 

1ravTa, Kav tf;ocfo~an 1-Lvs, (}1Jptw8YJ DEt"Alav SetAos, 
1 TOUS o€ secl. Oncken. 
I sic Kb, aAAOLS oavel(etv Lb, Kal itJ"aletv Kal oavelfet.P a~A.?]XoLs 

r: €pavl(etv ciXA.?]A.ots vel €paz,£(etv ? ed. 
3 OL<l re Mb, Kat. odt. p.avlav Kb • 
• [i7] om. Kb: ?} <if>vO"EL n> Rassow. 
6 a¢poourlwv (OfJ-LAla) vel <()VVOV()Lt'L) Richards. 
8 O()Ot Bywater: ro'is. 7 rov Kb. 8 (JJ.i}) Kpare'Lv Richards. 

a The version follows \Villiarns, and seems to require 
the emendation given in the critical note. The 1\:ISS. give 
'who lend their children to each other for feasting.' 
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meat or in human flesh, and others among whom each 
in turn provides a child for the common banquet a; 

3 or the reported depravity of Phalaris.b These are 
instances of Bestiality. Other unnatural propensities 
are due to disease, and sometimes to insanity, as in 
the case of the madman that offered up his mother 
to the gods and partook of the sacrifice, or the one 
that ate his fello'v slave's liver. Other morbid pro
pensities are acquired by habit, for instance, plucking 
out the hair, biting the nails, eating cinders and 
earth, and also sexual perversion. These practices 
result in some cases from natural disposition, and in 
others from habit, as with those who have been 

4 abused from childhood. When nature is responsible, 
no one would describe such persons as showing 
Unrestraint, any more than one would apply that 
term to women because they are passive and not 
active in sexual intercourse ; nor should we class as 
Unrestraint a morbid state bro11ght about by habitual 
indulgence. 

5 Now these various morbid dispositions in them
selves do not fall within the limits of Vice, nor yet 
does Bestiality ; and to conquer or yield to them 
does not constitute Unrestraint c in the strict sense, 
but only the state so called by analogy ; just as a 
man who cannot control his anger must be described 
as ' unrestrained in ' that passion, not ' unrestrained.' 

(Indeed folly, cowardice, profligacy, and ill-temper, 
whenever they run to excess, are either bestial or 

6 rnorbid conditions. One so constituted by nature 
as to be frightened by everything, even the sound 

b See belo'v, § 7, note. 
c We must understand ' does not constitute restraint or 

· unrestraint ' unless we amend ' and to fail to conquer, or 
to be conquered by, them does not constitute unrestraint.' 
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e I t ~\ \ I l) I l) IC::: " 
J.LOX T)pLa, "f} OE KaTa 7TpoauEa£V OTt U"f}p£WOTJS 7] 

I C::: t \ "' C:::' )/ \ ' \ I 
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~""'\ ~I \ ' I ' \ t \ (} I~ f 
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9 tlo \ 1' ' I \ ' I I ' I 7£ JLEV OVV aKpaaLa Kat EJ1Kpa'T€ta EO''Tf, JLOVOV 

· 'tl ) \I \ .../.. I \fl \ 
1TEpt a7Tep aKOI\aaLa Kat aw't'poavv'Y}, Kat OTt 1T€pt 

\ '' \ \ ' \ ''.\ \ 1'~ ' I \ I 'fa a/\1\a EGTLV a/\1\0 E£OOS aKpaa£aS, 1\EYOf.LEVOV 
' .../.. ' ' ' t \ ... r:::: ... , KaTa J.LE'Ta't'opav Kat, ovx a1TI\WS, 01}1\0V. 

Yi u0'Tt 8€ KaL ijTTOV alaxpa aKpaala ~ 'TOV (}VJ.LOV ~ 25 
t ... , e ,... e I ,, , t e , 1J 'TWV E7TL VfL£WV, EWPTJGWJLEV. eotK€ yap o VJ.LOS 
' I I ""'i\1 I ~I (}I aKOVEtV J.LEV 'Tt 'TOV oyov, 7TapaKOVEtV oE, Ka a1TEp 

oi TaxEts TWV DtaKOVWV [oi] 2 TTPLV aKovaat 1TiiV 
\ \ I ' 8' 1' t I "" TO 1\EYOJ.LEVOV EK EOVO'tV1 E£Ta aJ.Lap'TaVOVO't T7JS 
1 p.ev nva £vlon; ed.: p.ev post evlore Kb, om. vulg. 
1 Jackson. 

" No such stories about Phalaris are alluded to elsewhere ; 
so Burnet here brackets the natne, supposing the subject of 
Ka r€tX€" to be unexpressed, and taking § 2 to refer to 
Phalaris's well-known practice of burning human victims 
in a bronze bull. But that was hardly an instance of 
Bestiality. ~» i.e., inhuman vice, 

' ' Lack of control of the spirit ' : see c. iv. 2 note •. 
404 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VII. v. 6-vi. 1 

of a mouse, shows the cowardice of a Io,ver animal ; 
the man who was afraid of a 'veasel was a case of 
disease. So with folly·: people irrational by nature 
and living solely by sensation, like certain remote 
tribes of barbarians, belong to the bestial class; 
those who lose their reason owing to some disease, 
such as epilepsy, or through insanity, to the morbid.) 

7 With these unnatural propensities it is possible 
in some cases merely to have the disposition and not 
to yield to it : I mean, for instance, Phalaris a might 
have had the desire to eat a child, or to practise 
unnatural vice, and refrained ; or it is possible not 
merely to possess but to yield to the propensity. 

8 As therefore with Vice, that natural to man is called 
simply vice, 'vhereas the other kind b is termed not 
simply vice, but vice with the qualifying epithet 
bestial or morbid, similarly with Unrestraint, it is 
clear that the bestial and morbid kinds are distinct 
from unrestraint proper, and that the name without 
qualification belongs only to that kind of unrestraint 
which is co-extensive with Profligacy of the human 
sort. 

9 It is clear then that Self-restraint and Unrestraint 
relate only to the objects to which Temperance and 
Profligacy are related, and that unrestraint in relation 
to anything else is of another kind, which is only so 
called metaphorically and with a qualification. 

vi Let us now consider the point that Unrestraint (Unrestraint 
in anger c is less disgraceful than Unrestraint in the in anger less 

. reprehen-
desires. sible than 

Now it appears that anger does to some extent ~r~~~~)aint 
hear reason, but hears it wrong, just as hasty servants 

· hurry out of the room before they have heard 
the whole of what you are saying, and so mistake 
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1 Garvius. 

• These words are surely an interpolation. 
& 'Tiz., the man who is ' unrestrained' in the strict sense, 

i.e., cannot restrain his desires. 
c This story is developed in Robert Bro·wning's poern 
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your order, and as watch-dogs bark at a mere knock 
at the door, without 'vaiting to see if it is a friend~ 
Sin1ilarly anger, o'ving to the heat and swiftness of 
its nature, hears, but does not hear the order given, 
and rushes off to take vengeance. When reason or 
imagination suggests that an insult or slight has been 
received, anger flares up at once, but after reasoning 
as it were that you ought to make war on anybody 
who insults you. Desire on the other hand, at a mere 
hint from [the reason or a] the senses that a thing is 
pleasant, rushes off to enjoy it. Hence anger follows 
reason in a manner, but desire does not. Therefore 
yielding to desire is more disgraceful than yielding 
to anger, for he that fails to restrain his anger is 
in a way controlled by reason, but the other b is 
controlled not by reason but by desire. 

2 Again, when impulses are natural, it is more 
excusable to follow them, since even 'vith the desires 
it is more excusable to follow those that are common 
to all men, and in so far as they are common. But 
anger and bad temper are· more natural than desire 
for excessive and unnecessary pleasures ; witness 
the man who was had up for beating his father and 
who said in his defence, " Well, my father used to 
beat his father, and he used to beat his, and (pointing 
to his little boy) so will my son here beat me when 
he grows up ; it runs in our family " ; and the man 
who, when his son was throwing him out of the house, 
used to beg him to stop when he got to the door, 
' because he only used to drag his father as far as 
that.' 0 

Again, the craftier men are, the more unjust 

· 'Halbert and Hob'~ it is said also to occur in a Gern1an 
Volkslied. 
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I 'I t \) L} I ' I ,... \ 
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aKpaata 1T€pt €1TtUVf.LLaS Kat TJOOVUS' O'Wf.LUTLKUS', 
~""\ ) "" ~\ I \ ~ ,l,_ \ \ I G OTji\OV. avTwv oe TovTwv Tas ota'ropas I\'Y}1TTeov. 
f/ \ '' ''I f \ 'Ll I wa1rep yap etprqTa£ KaT apxas, at JLEV avvpw1TtKa£ 

1 8o'Ao1r'AoKas Lb (v. Edmonds, Lyra Graeca, Sappho 134): 
8oAV7rA6Kov. 

a The line seetns to have ended KV7rpo')'€vEos 1rp61ro'Aov 
(Bergk, cf. Hesych., K. 1r. 7rpoa"Y<w>"Y6v), 'for the servant 
of the ·wile-weaving Cyprus-born,' viz., Peitho, Persuasion. 
It is ascribed by Wilarr1o,vitz to Sappho, and the same 
epithet is applied to Aphrodite in Sappho, i. 2. 

b One of the emblematic figures embroidered on the girdle 
of Aphrodite, Iliad, xiv. 217. 

" v{3pts means any injury that is insulting to the victirn, 
but here the writer is thinking specially of outrage prompted 
by lust. The argument is based on the feelings of both 
agent and victim. Anger, being a painful feeling, does not 
show wantonness or insolence, for wanton acts are pleasant 
to the doer. An injury done in anger therefore arouses less 
anger in return, less resentment in the victim, than does 
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they are. Now the hot-tempered man is not crafty, 
nor is anger, but open ; 'vhereas desire is crafty, as 
they say of Aphrodite : 

Weaver of wiles in Cyprus born • 

and Homer 'vrites of her ' broidered girdle • 

Cajolery " that cheats the wisest wits. 

As therefore unrestraint in desire is more unjust 
as well as more disgraceful than unrestraint as 
regards anger, unrestraint in desire is Unrestraint 
in the strict sense, and is even in a certain sense 
Vice. · 

4: Again, a wanton outrage c gives pleasure to the 
doer, never pain, whereas an act done in anger 
ahvays causes him a feeling of pain. If then 
things are unjust in proportion to the justice of the 
anger they arouse in the victim, unrestraint arising 
from desire is more unjust than that arising from 
anger ; for anger contains no element of wanton 
insolence. · 

6 It is clear therefore that unrestraint in one's 
desires is more disgraceful than unrestraint in anger, 
and that it is in relation to bodily desires and pleasures 
that Self-restraint and Unrestraint are really mani
fested. 

6 But we must distinguish among the bodily desires BestialitJ 

and pleasures themselves. As was said at the ~~~~~~red. 
beginning,a some of these are human and natural 

wanton outrage due to unrestrained desire. Therefore it is 
less ' unjust,' less of an injury. Cj. Rhetoric, II. iii. 1380 a 34 
(anger is not so much resented, because it does not show 
contempt for its victim). 

• See c. v. 1, and also c. i. S. 
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KaKtOV" aatVEGTEpa yap 'YJ 'f'aVI\O'T'YJS aet 'YJ TOV JLYJ 5 
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exovros apxYJv, o oe vovs apxYJ· TTapa1TI\T}atov 

"i' \ 3 Q li\i\ '~ I \ '' Ll ''~ ovv TO GVJLJJa ELV aoLKtav 1rpos avupw1rov aotKov· 
''· \ f f I I ) \1 \ EGTt yap WS EKaTEpov KaKtOV. JLVptO'TTI\aata yap 
'' \ I ' '8 \8 I av KaKa 71'0LYJGELEV av pW1TOS KaKOS Y)ptoV. 

.. II ' ~\ ' ~, f!,J..,.. \ I t~ ' \ vn ept oE Tas ot a'f'TJS Kat yevaews 'Y}oovas Kat, 
\ I \ ' . (} I \ ,/.. I \ c\ tl 
I\V1TUS Kat E7TL VJLLUS Kat 'f'vyas, 71'Ept as 'YJ 'TE 18 
, i\ I \ t ,/.. I ~ 18 I 

aKo aata Kat YJ aw'Ppoavv'Y} otwpta YJ 1TpoTepov, 

1 TL ? By,vater : TLVL. 
1 T~? Richards. 

B KaKlas <KaKov> Rassow. 

a The writer here seems to regard all animals as unnatural, 
in the sense of imperfectly developed, because irrational. 
The order precludes our taking this clause of the exceptional 
species (asses, wild boars, and pigs according to Greek 
zoology) just alluded to; moreover, as the excessive appetites 
of these are analogous to Profligacy in men, they are not 
aberrations from animal nature any more than profligates 
are from human nature. 

b No two co1nmentators read the same sense into this 
section, which is ' little more than a series of jottings ' 
(Burnet). The version given largely follows Peters. The 
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both in kind and degree, so1ne bestial, and some 
due to arrested development or disease. Now it is 
only with the first class that Temperance and Pro
fligacy are concerned ; hence we do not use the 
terms temperate or profligate of the lower animals, 
except metaphorically, of certain entire species dis
tinguished from the rest by their exceptionally 
lascivious, mischievous, or omnivorous habits; for 
animals have neither the faculty of choice nor of 
calculation: they are aberrations fron1 nature,a like 

7 men who are insane. Bestiality b is less <evil> than 
vice, though more horrible : for <in a bestial man 
as in an animal> the highest part <i.e. the intellect> is 
not corrupted, as it is in a man <who is wicked in a 
human \vay>, but entirely lacking. So that it is 
like comparing an inanimate with an animate thing, 
and asking which is the more evil ; for the badness 
of a thing which has no originating principle-and 
intelligence is such a prin~iple-is ah,vays less 
capable of mischief. c (It is therefore like comparing 
Injustice \vith an unjust man : one is \vorse in one 
way and the other in another). I-i,or a bad n1an can 
do ten thousand times more harm than an animal 
(or a bestial man>. 

vii (iii) But in relation to the pleasures and pains (iii) Endur

of touch and taste, and the corresponding desires ~~~:n~~~ re
and acts of avoidance, \vhich have alreadyd been lated to pain 

d fi d tl h . l . h p fl. d as Self-re-e ne as 1e sp ere In w uc ro 1gacy an straint and 
Unrestraint 

insertions in brackets indicate ·what may possibly have been to pleasure. 
in the writer's mind. 

0 The relevance of this parenthesis is obscure ; its meaning, 
in the light of other passages in Aristotle, may be that 
injustice is worse in the sense that it is evil per se (whereas 
the unjust n1an is evil per accidens), but the unjust man is 
worse in the sense that he is productive of evil. t1 nr. x. 
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,1...' '\\1\ '~, ,, ~'(; ' 
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1' J/ \ ' e "" .,, ' I I 
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1 Mb: inrep{3o'Aas 1). 

• This addition is illogically expressed, but it is a reminder 
that to take too little of certain ' necessary ' pleasures is as 
wrong as to take too much: see c. iv. 5 note 4

• 

b i.e., necessary things ; see the tripartite classification 
of c. iv. 5. 

0 Incurable, and therefore profligate, aK6Xaa-ros, which 
means literally either ' incorrigible ' or ' unchastized ' : see 
note on III. xii. 5. 
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Temperance are displayed, it is possible on the one 
hand to have such a disposition as to succu1nb even 
to those temptations to which n1ost men are superior, 
or on the other hand to conquer even those to which 
most men succumb. These t'vo djspositions, when 
manifested in relation to pleasure, constitute Un
restraint and Restraint respectively ; v;hen in relation 
to pain, Softness and Endurance. 1'he disposition of 
the great majority of men lies between the two, 
though they incline rather to the worse extremes. 

2 And inasmuch as some pleasures are necessary ProftigacJ. 

and others not, and the former are only necessary 
within certain lin1its, excessive indulgence in them 
not being necessary, nor yet deficient indulgence a 
either, and inasmuch as the same holds good also 
of desires and of pains, one "rho pursues excessive 
pleasures, or pursues things b to excess and from 
choice, for th.eir own sakes and not for the sake of 
sorne ulterior consequence, is a profligate ; for a man 
of this character is certain to feel no regret for his 
excesses afterwards, and this being so, he is incur-
able,C since there is no cure for one who does not 
regret his error. The man deficient in the enjoy-
ment of pleasures is the opposite of the profligate; 
and the middle character is the temperate man. 
And similarly, he who avoids bodily pains not 
because his will is overpowered but of deliberate 

8 choice, is also profligate. (Those on the other hand 
who yield not from choice, are prompted either by 
the pleasure of indulgence, or by the impulse to 
avoid the pain of unsatisfied desire. Hence there 
is a difference between deliberate and non-deliberate 
.indulgence. Everyone \Vould think a man worse if 
he did something disgraceful when he felt only a 
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1 ovvavrat <d.vrlx€LJ!) Richards. 

a Not Softness strictly, which ranges with Unrestraint 
and is not deliberate. 

b Seneca, De ira, ii. 2, says that Xenophantus's rnartial 
music made Alexander put out his hand to grasp his weapons 
(the story is told by Suidas of a Theban flute-player 
Tirnotheus, cf. Dryden, Alexander's Feast); apparently 
Alexander's music had a different effect on Xenophantus ! 
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slight desire, or none at all, than if he acted from a 
strong desire, or if he struck another in cold blood 
than if he did so in anger ; for 'vhat 'vould he have 
done had his passio:Qt; been aroused ? Hence the 
profligate man is worse than the unrestrained.) 

Of the di~positions described above, the deliberate 
avoidance of pain is rather a kind a of Softness ; the 
deliberate pursuit of pleasure is Profligacy in the 
strict sense. 

' Self-restraint is the opposite of Unrestraint, 
Endurance of Softness ; for Endurance means only 
successful resistance, whereas Restraint implies 
mastery, which is a different matter : victory is more 
glorious than the mere avoidance of defeat. Hence 
self-restraint is a more valuable quality than Endur-

o ance. One who is deficient in resistance to pains 
that most men withstand \vith success, is soft or 
luxurious (for· Luxury is a kind of Softness): such a 
man lets his cloak trail on the ground to escape the 
fatigue and trouble of lifting it, or feigns sickness, 
not seeing that to counterfeit misery is to be miser-

6 able. The same holds good of Self-restraint and 
Unrestraint. It is not surprising that a man should 
be overcome by violent and excessive pleasures or 
pains : indeed it is excusable if he succumbs after 
a struggle, like Philoctetes in Theodectes when 
bitten by the viper, or Kerkyon in the Alope of 
Karkinos, or as men who try to restrain their laughter 
explode in one great guffaw, as happened to Xeno
phantus.b But we are surprised when a man is 
overcome by pleasures and pains which most men 
are able to withstand, except when his failure to 
. resist is due to some innate tendency, or to disease : 
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~' f ) C ""' \ \ \ \ \ "" ' I o ot. o~ ets Kat fl-EI\ayxol\tJ<ot TTJV 7Tpo1TET7] a~<paatav 
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~\ ~ \ \ ,./... ~ I ' ' I \ \I 
0€ ota TTJV O'o.rOopOT'Y}Ta OVI< aVaJLEVOVO'£ TOV 1\0yov, 
~\ \' \ IJ •\ 'S' "",./... I 
ota TO aKOI\OVV'Y}Tti<OL ELVat TTJ 't'aVTaO'LCf• 

.. . "E ~' t' ' , 1\ fl ,, I (} ' 
VUl O''TL o 0 f.LEV aKOI\aO'TOS, W0'1TEp €/\EX TJ, OV 

\ I ( ' I \ ""' I ) f ~t 
JLETaf..LEI\'Y}Tti<OS EJLJl-EVEt. yap T'[J 1TpoatpEO'€t • 0 0 SO 

, ' \ ' - ~' ' fl a!<pa'T'Y}S JLETaJLEI\'f}Tl.KOS 1TaS ~ 0£0 OVX W0'1TEp 
' I tl \ 11 '\\' t \ ' 1 

'1}1TOp7]UaJ.LEV, ovTw Kat. EXEt, aiV\ o JLEV avtaTOS', 

1 1rpo-yapyaXurfUvres Lb: .")..Lua.vrn vulg., rpoa.ur86p.evoL vel 
.-poi:o6vres Richards. 

• Herodotus, i. 105, says that certain Scythians who 
robbed the temple of Uranian Aphrodite at Askalon were 
smitten with the 'feminine disease,' which affected their 
descendants ever after ; but Hippocrates, IIepL dipwv 22, 
describes effeminate symptoms prevalent among wealthy 
and high-born Scythians, due to being too much on horse
back. 

• i.e., it is not an excessive proneness to pursue pleasure, 
and therefore is not profligacy. 
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instances of the former being the hereditary 
effeminacy a of the royal family of Scythia, and the 
inferior endurance of the female sex as compared 
with the male. 

7 People too fond of amusement are thought to be 
profligate, but really they are soft ; for amusement 
is rest, and therefore a slackening of effort, and 
addiction to amusement is a form of excessive 
slar kn ess. b 

8 But there are two forms of Unrestraint, Impetuous- Two forma 

ness and Weakness. The weak deliberate, but then ~!slfr~int. 
are prevented by passion from keeping to their 
resolution ; the in1petuous are led by passion because 
they do not stop to deliberate : since some people 
withstand the attacks of passion, whether pleasant 
or painful, by feeling or seeing them coming, and 
rousing themselves, that is, their reasoning faculty, 
in advance, j.ust as one is proof against tickling i£ 
one has just been tickled alre{tdy.c It is the quick 
and the excitable who are most liable to the impetu-
ous form of Unrestraint, because the former are too 
hasty and the latter too vehement to wait for reason, 
being prone to follow their imagination. 

riii The profligate, as we said, a does not feel remorse, (iv~ Further 
~ h b"d b h" h · th t · d pomts : (l) 10r e a 1 es y IS c o1ce ; e unres ra1ne man unrestrain• 
on the other hand invariably repents his excesses rd~rtt~er 
f H h . . h d IS ID· a terwards. ence t e obJ ect1on t at we state e guished 

does not hold good ; on the contrary, it is the profli- :a~~- ~om. 

' The variant ' can avoid being tickled by tickling the 
other person first ' seems less likely, but either reading may 
be doubted: see critical note. Aristotle elsewhere (Prob. 
965 a 11) remarks that one is less sensitive to tickling if 

· one is not taken una wares, and that is why one cannot 
tickle oneself. • c. vii. 2. • o. ii. 10. 
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' ' I ~ ""' ~' T I t' (; I 2 OVK EtGtV, opwatV 0 Ota?TEp as VVE'TOL -

\ f ' "" ''~ \ ' ' I ' ~ ""' 3 Kat 01. aKpaTE£S aotKOI. J.LEV OVK ELGLV, aoLKOVGt 
~ I ' \ ~' f \ .-.. T \ ~ \ \ 4 OE .-E'TTE£ 0 0 JLEV TOLOVTOS OLOS fLYJ OLa TO ?TE• 

"' e ~ I ' e' (' a ' ' ' ' ' 'TTELG at. OLWKEl.V TaS Ka V?TEPJJOI\Y)V Kat ?Tapa TOV 
'e' \I \ t'~ I f ~\ I op ov 1\oyov awJ.LaTt.Kas 'Y}oovas, o oe 1TE1TEtaTat, 
~\ \ .-.. 1' T ~I 'I '...,. 
o'a TO TOLOV'TOS ELVat. OtOS Vl.WKELV avTaS, EKEtVOS 

1 7rOV'Y1Pla secl. Scaliger. 
2 a~!'JVETOL Richards: a~. Qb, ol a~. vulg. 
a a.o,Kna-ovo-L Kb. 

a €Ka-ra rtKo<; is here used as equivalent to 1rpo1rEr?7t;, 
' iinpetuous,' in c. vii. 8 ; whereas below, § 5, as in c. i. 6 
and c. ii. 7, it denotes the quality with which it is here 
contrasted. 
418 
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gate who cannot be cured, whereas the unrestrained 
man can ; for Vice resembles diseases like dropsy 
and consumption, whereas Unrestraint is like 
epilepsy, Vice being a chronic, Unrestraint an 
intermittent evil. Indeed Unrestraint and Vice are 
entirely different in kind, for Vice is unconscious, 
whereas the unrestrained man is aware of his infirmity. 

2 Among the unrestrained themselves, the impulsive a 
sort are better than those who know the right prin
ciple but do not keep to it ; for these succumb to 
smaller temptations, and they do not yield without 
deliberation, as do the impulsive ; the unrestrained b 

man is like people who get drunk quickly, and with 
a small amount of wine, or with less than most men. 

3 That Unrestraint is not strictly a vice (though it is 
perhaps vice in a sense), is clear; for Unrestraint 
acts against deliberate choice, Vice in accordance 
with it. But. nevertheless in the actions that result 
from it it resembles Vice : just. as Demodocus wrote 
of the people of Miletus-

Milesians are no fools, 'tis true, 
But yet they act as fools would do. 

Similarly the unrestrained are not unjust, but they 
do unjust things. 

' Again,0 the unrestrained man is so constituted as 
to pursue bodily pleasures that are excessive and 
contrary to right principle without any belief that 
he ought to do so, whereas the profligate, because 
he is so constituted as to pursue them, is convinced 
that he ought to pursue them. Therefore the former 

f) i.e., the feeble sort who stop to think and yet succumb ; 
·the impulsive man is not the typical unrestrained man. 

c The argument is here resumed from § 1. 
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I &Jv add. Ald. • p.1, t/tevoei: p.1, add. Lb, d. tf;evoe'i Coraes. 

ca i.e., to change his conduct. The unrestrained man's 
belief is right already and he needs only to be induced 
to act up to it ; whereas the profligate must be persuaded 
to change his belief before he will alter his conduct. 

• Cf. VI. v. 6. 
0 The context might indicate that the definitions are 

meant, which, themselves apprehended intuitively, are the 
starting-points of mathematical deductions. But these are 
ordinarily distinguished by Aristotle from hypothesea, which 
are assertions of the existence of things, not of their nature. 
.. 20 
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can easily be persuaded to change,a but the latter 
cannot. For virtue preserves the fundamental prin
ciple, b vice destroys it, and the first principle or 
starting-point in matters of conduct is the end 
proposed, which corresponds to the hypotheses 0 of 
mathematics ; hence no more in ethics than in 
mathematics are the first principles imparted by 
process of reasoning, but by virtue, whether natural 
or acquired by training in right opinion as to the 
first principle. The man of principle therefore is 
temperate, the man who has lost all principle, profli-

6 gate. But there is a person who abandons his choice, 
against right principle, under the influence of passion, 
who is mastered by passion sufficiently for him not 
to act in accordance with right principle, but not 
so completely as to be of such a character as to 
believe that the reckless pursuit of pleasure is right. 
This is the unrestrained man : he is better than the 
profligate, and not absolutely .bad, for in him the 
highest part of man, the fundamental principle, is 
still preserved. Opposed to the unrestrained man 
is another, who stands firm by his choice, and does 
not abandon it under the mere impulse of passion. 

It is clear then from these considerations that 
Self-restraint is a good quality and Unrestraint a 
bad one. 

lx Is then a man self-restrained if he stands by a (2) To aban· 
. . l h . f t t . b h don purpose pr1nc1p e or c o1ce o any sor , or mus It e t e notalways 

right choice ? and is a man unrestrained if he fails ~aif~re of 

to stand by a choice or principle of any sort, or only Z:straint. 

It is therefore suggested that the term here means the 
propo.ffitions of mathematics, which are assumed as the 
starting-point of the analytical process by which a proof 
·of a theorem or solution of a problem may be discovered : 
tU• III. iii. 12. 
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if he fails to stand by the true principle and the 
right choice? This difficulty was raised before.0 

Perhaps the answer is, that though accidentally it 
may be any principle or choice, essentially it is the 
true principle and the right choice that the one 
stands by and the other does not ; in the sense 
that if a man chooses or pursues b as a means to 
a, a is essentially, b only accidentally, his object 
and his choice. And by ' essentially ' we mean 
' absolutely ' ; hence while in a sense it is any sort 
of opinion, speaking absolutely it is the true opinion 
that the one stands by and the other abandons. 

2 But there are some persons who stand by their 
opinion whom we call ' obstinate,' meaning that 
they are hard to convince, and not easily persuaded 
to change their convictions. These bear some 
resemblance to the self-restrained man, as the 
prodigal does· to the liberal, and the reckless to 
the brave ; but they are really different in many 
respects. The self-restrained man stands firm a.gainst 
passion and desire : he will be ready on occasion 
to yield to persuasion ; but the obstinate stand firm 

. against reason : they are not proof against desire, 
3 and are often led by pleasure. Types of obstinacy 

are the opinionated, the stupid, and the boorish. The 
motives of the opinionated are pleasure and pain : 
the agreeable sense of victory in not being persuaded 
to change their minds, and the annoyance of having 
the decrees of their sovereign will and pleasure 
annulled. Hence they really resemble the un
restrained more than the restrained. 

' And there are some who fail to abide by their 
resolves from some other cause than lack of self
restraint, for instance, N eoptolemus b in the Philo-
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• The xss., instead of ' pleasant,' repeat ' noble ' by a 
slip. 

• Of. III. xi. 7. 
• Though he conquers them. 
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ctetea of Sophocles. It is true that his motive for 
changing was pleasure, though a noble pleasure, 
since it was pleasant a for him to speak the truth, 
and he had only told a lie at the instigation of 
Odysseus. In fact, not everyone whose conduct is 
guided by pleasure is either profligate and base, or 
unrestrained, but only those who yield to disgraceful 
pleasures. 

~ There is also a character b that takes less than the Insensl· 

proper amount of pleasure in the things of the body, ~i~::u~ 
and that fails to stand by principle in that sense. 
The self-restrained man therefore is really inter
mediate between the unrestrained man and the type 
described. The unrestrained man departs from 
principle because he enjoys bodily pleasures too 
much, the person described does so because he 
enjoys them too little ; while the self-restrained man 
stands by principle and does not change from either 
cause. And inasmuch as Self-restraint is good, it 
follows that both the dispositions opposed to it are 
bad, as indeed they appear to be ; but because one 
of the two is found only in a few people, and is rarely 
displayed, Unrestraint is thought to be the sole 
opposite of Self-restraint, just as Profligacy is thought 
to be the sole opposite of Temperance. 

6 Many terms are used in an analogical sense, and (S) Sel_f. 

so we have come to speak by analogy of the ' self- ~~~u~t 
restraint ' of the temperate man, because the restraint 

11 h If. . d . further dis· temperate man, as we as t e se -restraine , IS so tinguished 
constituted as never to be led by the pleasures of from Tem-d 

h b d . . . l B h h perance an t e o y to act against pr1nc1p e. ut w ereas t e Profligacy. 

self-restrained man has evil desires, c the temperate 
man has none ; he is so constituted as to take no 
·pleasure in things that are contrary to principle, 
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J/ f \ I ' I f!f (J' f I 
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\ ) "~ ) \ ' I Q \ t \ \ 
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4 Cf. ... 6 .• VI. Xlll. • 

• This parenthesis would come better before the preceding 
sentence. 

e Cf. vr. xii. 9. 
4 Or perhaps, with the Aldine scholiast, ' in definition. • 
• Of. c. vi. 3. 
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whereas the self-restrained man docs feel pleasure 
7 in such things, but does not yield to it. There is 

also a resemblance between the unrestrained man 
and the profligate, though they are really distinct: 
both pursue bodily pleasures, but the profligate 
thinks it right to do so, the man who lacks self
restraint does not. 

I Again, the same person cannot be at once un- (4) Addenda 

restrained and prudent, for it has been shown a that ~!s~~a%~·: 
2 Prudence is inseparable from Moral Virtue. Also, (a) ~nc1 om-. h 

P d d . l . k . h . patib e Wit ru ence oes not consist on y In nowing w at IS Prudence, 

right, but also in doing it ; but the unrestrained man ~~~~g81:;;r 
does not do the right. b (Cleverness on the other ness; 
hand is not incompatible with Unrestraint-which 
is why it is sometimes thought that some people 
are prudent and yet unrestrained-because Clever-
ness differs from Prudence in the manner explained 
in our first discourse c: as being intellectual faculties t1 

they are closely akin, but they differ in that Prudence 
3 involves deliberate choice.) Nor indeed does the 

unrestrained man even know the right in the sense 
of one who consciously exercises his knowledge, but 
only as a man asleep or drunk can be said to know 
something. Also, although he errs willingly (for he ~?c~,0~! 
knows in a sense both what he is doing and what ~ause !ts 
end he is aiming at) yet he is not wicked for his u~tentiOn is ' ' v1rtuous, 
moral choice is sound, so that he is only half-wicked. and it does 

A d h . . .1! h d d l'b l not deliber· n e IS not unjust, 10r e oes not e I erate y ately wrong 
design to do harm,e since the one type of unrestrained others; 

person does not keep to the resolve he has formed 
after deliberation, and the other, the excitable type, 
does not deliberate at all. In fact the unrestrained 
man resembles a state which passes all the proper 
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' ' ' ~ Q"\. , " ' ' O.PXLTEKTWV 7rpOS 0 t-JAE7TOV7'ES EKO.O''TOV 'TO p.ev 

ft \ \ ~' ' 8 \ C i\"'"' \ I J1 ~ \ \ 
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1 rpufTeL Ramsauer. 

• i.e., ' habit is ' : the subject of lp.e11o& seems to have 
been l8os in the preceding verse. 
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enactments, and has good laws, but which never 
keeps its laws: the condition of things satirized by 
Anaxandrides-

The state, that reeks not of the laws, would fain ••• 

'whereas the bad man is like a state which keeps its 
laws but whose laws are bad. 

Both Self-restraint and Unrestraint are a matter 
of extremes as compared with the character. of the 
mass of mankind ; the restrained man shows more 
and the unrestrained man less steadfastness than 
most men are capable of. 

Reformation is more possible with that type Qf (c) the fm· 

Unrestraint which is display~d _by persons of an ~r!~o~~re 
excitable temperament than 1t 1s With those who easily cured. 

deliberate as to what they ought to do, but do not 
keep to the resolution they form. And those who 
have become unrestrained through habit are more 
easily cured than those who . are unrestrained by 
nature, since habit is easier to change than nature; 
for even habit is hard to change, precisely because it 
is a sort of nature, as Evenus says : 

Mark me, my friend, 'tis 4 long-continued training, 
And training in the end becomes men's nature. 

5 We have now discussed the nature of Self-restraint 
and Unrestraint, and of Endurance and Softness, 
and have shown how these dispositions are related 
to one another. 

xi It is also the business of the political philosopher cc. xt-xT. 
to examine the nature of Pleasure and Pain; for he Pleasur~ (cJ. 
• h f d 1 d h d Bk. X. l·V). 1s t e master-era tsman, an ays own t e en ~·xi. Ethical 

which is the standard whereby we pronounce things ~T"P~!!::= 
2 good or bad in the absolute sense. Moreover this and Pain. 

investigation is fundamental for our study, because 
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' ()' I J/ Jl ~I \ e I 
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1 -ro add. Kb. 

G • • • 1 II. lll. • 

() J.taKaptOS from f.Mf'Aa xalpetv: cj. V. iv. 9. 
e Of these three views, the first is that of Speusippus, 

Plato's successor as head of the Academv: the second is 
that of Plato's Philebus; the third, which . appears at the 
end of the Philebus, is that of Aristotle in Book X. below. 
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we have established a that Moral Virtue and Vice 
are concerned with pleasures and pains, and most 
people hold that pleasure is a necessary adjunct of 
Happiness, which is why the word denoting ' supreme 
bliss ' is derived from the verb meaning ' to enjoy.' • 

8 Now (I) some people think that no pleasure is a Three cur

good thing, whether essentially or accidentally. ~~~!ions 
They argue that Good and Pleasure are two distinct about Pldea-

h
. sure, an 

t Ings. the argu-
(2) Others hold that though some pleasures are tmh~nts for 

em. 
good, most are bad. 

(3) There is also a third view, that even if all 
pleasures are good, nevertheless pleasure cannot be 
the Supreme Good.c 

' (I) 1'o prove that pleasure is not a good at all, 
it is argued that 

(a) Every pleasure is a conscious process towards 
a natural state ; but a process can in no 
case belong to the sarpe order of things as 
its end ; for example, the process of building 
cannot be a thing of the same sort as the 
house built. 

(b) The temperate man avoids pleasures. 
(c) The prudent man pursues freedom from pain, 

not pleasure. 
(d) Pleasures are a hindrance to prudent delibera

tion, and the more so the more enjoyable 
they are ; for instance, sexual pleasure : no 
one could think of anything while indulging 
in it. 

(e) There is no art of pleasure; yet with every 
good thing there is an art which produces it. 

(f) Children and animals pursue pleasures. 

6SJ. 
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1 trL Lb. • ou rd..ptcrrov Spengel: ouK lJ.pLuTo'll. 
8 a11'AWS q>avXaL (al OE TLVL JLEV cpafJ'Aat,) Rassow. 
' (a1r 'Aws> o' ol> .A.sp., (ad) o' oi> Rassow. 

• Certain' felt processes towards a natural state' (c. xi. 4), 
which are obviously not good, are not really pleasant either. 
,.82 



NICOMAOHEAN ETHICS, VII. xi. 5-xii. 2 

I (2) To prove that not all pleasures are good, it is 
argued that 

(a) Some pleasures are disgraceful, and discredit 
the man 'vho indulges in them. 

(b) Some pleasures are harmful, for certain pleasant 
things cause disease. 

(3) To prove that pleasure is not the Supreme 
Good, it is argued that it is not an end but a process. 

These then, more or less, are the current views. 
s:ii But the following considerations will show that Refutation 

these arguments are not conclusive to prove (I) that ~e~~ufor 
pleasure is not a good at all, nor (3) that it is not th~ f!.rst 
the Supreme Good. ~E~~1~~' 

(I) (a) In the first place (i.) 'the good' has two p~ure II 
meanings : it means both that which is good g • 

absolutely, and that which is good for somebody, 
or relatively. Consequently the term ' good ' has 
the same double meaning when applied to men's 
natures and dispositions; an~ therefore also when 
applied to movements and to processes. Also those 
processes which are thought to be bad will in some 
cases, though bad absolutely, be not bad relatively, 
but in fact desirable for a particular person, or in 
other cases, though not even desirable generally for 
the particular person, nevertheless desirable for him 
in particular circumstances and for a short time, 
although not really desirable. And some such 
processes a are not really pleasures at all, but only 
seem to be so : I mean the painful processes that 
are undergone for their curative effects, for instance, 
treatment applied to the sick. 

2 Again (ii.), the good is either an activity or a 
state Now the pleasures that restore us to our 

· natural state are only accidentally pleasant; while 
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1 Burnet. 
2 [1jo17] ed.: 1}oE'L Mb et (post x.alpov(nv) Lb. 
3 ed. ' OLECFT1JKEV Bonitz : crvvlcrr1JKe'l1. 
' d.')'ovcrwv ? Richards. 
• rtutv Rassow ( et fort. Asp.) : 'Tts. 

• Of. c. xiv. '1. 
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the activi~y of desire is the activity of that part of 
us which has remained in the natural state a : for 
that matter, there are some pleasures which do not 
involve pain or desire at all (for instance, the pleasure 
of contemplation), being experienced without any 
deficiency from the normal having occurred. That 
restorative pleasures are only accidentally pleasant 
is indicated by the fact that 've do not enjoy the 
same things while the natural state is being 
replenished as we do after it has been restored to 
the normal; in the normal state we enjoy things 
that are absolutely pleasant, but during the process 
of replenishment we enjoy even their opposites ; for 
instance, sour and bitter things, none of which are 
naturally or absolutely pleasant, so that the pleasures 
we get from them are not nat~rally or absolutely 
pleasant either, since there is the same distinction 
between various pleasures as there is between the 
pleasant things from which the¥ arise. 

8 Again (iii.), it does not follow, as some argue, that 
as the end is better than ·the process towards it, so 
there must be something better than pleasure. For 
pleasures are not really processes, nor are they all 
incidental to a process : they are activities, and 
therefore an end ; nor do they result from the 
process of acquiring our faculties, but from their 
exercise ; nor have they all of them some end other 
than themselves : this is only true of the pleasures 
of progress towards the perfection of our nature. 
Hence it is not correct to define pleasure as a ' con- Definition 
scions process ' jl the term should rather be ' activity of Pleasure. 

f \" ' ./! ' ' o our natural state, and 10r conscious we must 
. substitute ' unimpeded.' Some thinkers hold that 
pleasure is a process on the ground that it is good 
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1 P.'YJOEJ.tlav hoov1w Lhr, fort. p,'YJOEJJ.Las i]oov1w ed. 
1 Kal add. Kb. 

• i.e., the pleasures arising from the exercise of other 
qualities. 

b Of. c. iv. 5. 
0 i.e., not good absolutely or in themselves, though good 

(in moderation) as means to life : the ' necessary ' and 
' neutral ' pleasures of c. iv. 2, 5. 

a i.e., the prudent man both satisfies his natural desire 
for the bodily pleasures in moderation, and trains himself 
not to mind their absence ; but does both not for the sake 
of pleasure, but to avoid the disturbance of pain. 
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in the fullest sense, because in their view an activity 
is a process; but really an activity is different from 
a process. 

4: To argue (2) (b) that pleasures are bad because 
some pleasant things are detrimental to health is 
the same as to argue that health is bad because some 
healthy things are bad for the pocket. Both pleasant 
things and healthy things can be bad in a relative 
sense, but that does not make them really bad ; 
even contemplation may on occasion be injurious to 
health. 

5 (I) (d) Neither prudence nor any other quality is 
hampered by its own pleasure, but only by alien 
pleasures a ; the pleasures of contemplation and study 
will enable us to contemplate and study better. 

6 (I) (e) That there should be no art devoted to the 
production of any form of pleasure is only natural ; 
an art never. produces an activity, but the capacity 
for an activity & Though in point of fact the arts of 
perfumery and cookery are generally considered to 
be arts of pleasure. · 

7 The arguments (I) (b) that the temperate man 
avoids pleasure, and (I) (c) that the prudent man 
pursues freedom from pain, and {I) (f) that animals 
and children pursue pleasure, are all met by the 
same reply. It has been explained b how some 
pleasures are absolutely good, and how not all 
pleasures are good." Now it is those pleasures which 
are not absolutely good that both animals and 
children pursue, and it is freedom from pain arising 
from the want of those pleasures that the prudent 
man pursues c1 : that is, the pleasures that involve 
desire and pain, namely the bodily pleasures (for 
these are of that nature), or their excessive forms, 
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in regard to which Profligacy is displayed. That is 
why the temperate man avoids excessive bodily 
pleasures : for even the temperate man has pleasures. 

:111 That pain moreover is an evil and to be avoided Refutation 

is admitted; since all pain is either absolutely evil, of ~~e first 
·1 b · · . d" opm10n con. or eVI as e1ng In some way an 1mpe 1ment to eluded. . 

activity. But that which is the opposite of some- ~Ie:d~e 18 

thing to be avoided-opposed to it as a thing to be g 

avoided and evil-must be good. It follows there-
fore that pleasure is a good. Speusippus attempted 
to refute this argument a by saying that, as the 
greater is opposed to the equal as well as to the less, 
so pleasure is opposed to a neutral state of feeling 
as well as to pain. But this refutation does not hold 
good ; for Speusippus would not maintain that 
pleasure is essentially evil. 

2 But granting (2) that some pleasures are bad, it Refutati<?n 

d h . .e .e ll ( ) h . l of the third oes not t ere1ore 10 ow 3 t at a certain p easure opinion, 
may not nevertheless be the Supreme Good ; J. ust that Plea- t 

• sure canno 
as a certain form of knowledge may be supremely be the su-
good, although some forms of knowledge are bad. preme Good. 

On the contrary (i) since every faculty has its un-
impeded activity, the activity of all the faculties, or 
of one of them (whichever constitutes Happiness), 
when unimpeded, must probably be the most desir-
able thing there is ; but an unimpeded activity is a 
pleasure ; so that on this showing the Supreme Good 
will be a particular kind of pleasure, even though 
most pleasures are bad, and, it may be, bad absolutely 
This is why everybody thinks that the happy life 
must be a pleasant life, and regards pleasure as a 
necessary ingredient of happiness ; and with good 
reason, since no impeded activity is perfect, whereas 
Happiness is essentially perfect ; so that the happy 
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• Probably the Cynics. 
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man requires in addition the goods of the body, 
external goods and the gifts of fortune, in order 
that his activity may not be impeded through lack 

3 of them. (Consequently those who say a that, if a 
man be good, he will be happy even when on the 
rack, or when fallen into the direst misfortune, are 
intentionally or unintentionally talking nonsense.) 

4 But because Happiness requires the gifts of fortune 
in addition, some people think that it is the same 
thing as good fortune; but this is not so, since even 
good fortune itself when excessive is an impediment 
to activity, and perhaps indeed no longer deserves 
to be called good fortune, since good fortune can 
only be defined in relation to Happiness. 

6 (ii.) Moreover, that all animals and all human 
beings pursue pleasure is some indication that it is 
in a sense th~ Supreme Good : 

No rum our noised abroad by many peoples 
Comes utterly to naught. b 

6 But they do not all pursue the same pleasure, since 
the natural state and the best state neither is nor 
seems to be the same for them all; yet still they all 
pursue pleasure. Indeed it is possible that in reality 
they do not pursue the pleasure which they think 
and would say they do, but all the same pleasure ; 
for nature has implanted in all things something 
divine.c But as the pleasures of the body are the 
ones which we most often meet with, and as all men 
are capable of these, these have usurped the family 
title ; and so men think these are the only pleasures 
that exist, because they are the only ones which 

· they know. 
7 (iii.) Moreover, it is clear that if pleasure is not 
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-a The Mss. give 'if pleasure and activity are not good.' 
b Whereas bodily pleasure is good in moderation and 

bad only in excess, all pain is bad ; but this does not mean 
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good and activity is not pleasure,a the life of the 
happy man will not necessarily be pleasant. For 
why should he need pleasure if it is not good ? On 
the contrary, his life may even be painful ; for if 
pleasure is neither good nor evil, no more is pain 
either, so why should he avoid it? And if the good 
man's activities are not pleasanter than those of 
others, his life will not be pleasanter either. 

xiv On the subject of the bodily pleasures, we must Bodily plea· 

examine the view of those who say that though it T~r~~~~~ 
is true that some pleasures, which they call the noble tion; 

pleasures, are highly desirable, yet bodily pleasures 
and those which are the objects of the profligate 

2 are not desirable. If so, why are the pains opposed 
to them evil? since the opposite of evil is good. 
Perhaps the true view is, that the necessary pleasures 
are good in the sense that 'vhat is not evil is good; 
or that they ·are good up to a point : for though you 
cannot have excessive pleasure·from states and move
ments which cannot themselves be in excess of what 
is good, you can have excessive pleasure from those 
which themselves admit of excess. Now you can 
have an excess of the bodily goods ; and it is pursuing 
this excess that makes a bad man, not pursuing the 
necessary pleasures, for everybody enjoys savoury 
food, wine, and sexual pleasure in some degree, 
though not everybody to the right degree. With 
pain it is the other way about b: one avoids not 
merely excessive pain, but all pain ; for the opposite 
of excessive pleasure is not pain at all, except to the 
man who pursues excessive pleasure. 

3 We ought however not only to state the true 

that the absence of excessive pleasure is bad, for it is not 
painful to the guod n1an. 
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\ ' ~.... ~' ~ "" t t~ \ ~ \ ~I Kat OV 0'1TOVOatOJI O'YJ OOKEt 7J 'YJOOVTJ ota OVO 

"" fl '' fl t \ .J... 1\ .J... I I TavTa, wa1TEp EtpT}Tat, OTt at JLEV 'f'aVATJS 'f'vaEws 
' It, 't\ ' "" U 8 I 't\ ~ ) Eta£ 7rpa~ EtS, 7J EK yevET'Y}S, wa7rEp 7]ptov, ?'} ot 

''(J 'f' t ""' ,./... 1\ ) (} I f ~) ) ""' 
E OS, OLOJI at 'TWJI 'f'aVI\WV av pw'TTWV, at 0 taTpEta£ 

[., ]2 , ~ ..... ' ,, a 1\ "' 1 () t O'TL evoeovs, Ka£ EXEtv JJEI\Ttov 'Y} ytvea at. at 1154 

SE: avp..f3alvovat T~Aeovp..evwv, KaTa UVJLf3Ef3TJ«os 

6 oJv a1rovoaiat.) ETt ou.VKovTat Sta TO acpoopal 
1" t \ .-.. N\ \ \ ~ I I 

EtVat V7TO TWV a/\1\atS' JL'YJ ovvap..EVWV xatpELV 

(aVTol yovv avTois o{t/Jas TtJIES'
3 7TapaaKEVa,ovatv) • 

fl \ "i' '{3\ Q "" ) I fl ~ \ OTaV f.LEV OVV a 1\afJELS, aV€7TtTLf.LTJTOV, OTaV OE 5 

fJ'Aa{3Epal,' cfoav'Aov. ovTE yap €xovatv eTepa €4>' 
'f' I I ~I \\""' \ \ 

OLS' xatpOVO'LV, TO T€ f-tY)OETEpov 71'01\1\0LS' I\V1T1)pOV 
~ \ ' ,J...I ('' ' .... ' y..... fl ota T'l}JI 'f'VO'£JI aEt yap 1TOVEt TO ~Cf.JOV, W0'1T€p 

1 eii1\6'Yws P Richards. 
a Ttv€s ? Richards: Twas. 

2 [l>n] Bywater: om. Asp. 
' ~\a{3Epal Lb: ~'Aa{3epaf. 

• The reference is presun1ably to c. xii. I, but the two 
passages du not correspond very closely. 

" Of. c. vi. 6, note •. 
c Or possibly ' that the restorative pleasures imply a 

defective state., 
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view, but also to account for the false one, since to but not the 

do so helps to confirm the true ; for when we have ;~!:;~~1o~ 
found a probable explanation why something appears this mi~-
t b t th h •t . t t thi . taken v1ew. o e rue oug 1 IS no rue, s Increases our 
belief in the truth. 

We have then to explain why it is that bodily 
pleasures appear to be more desirable than others. 

' (I) Now the first reason is that pleasure drives 
out pain ; and excessive pain leads men to seek 
excessive pleasure, and bodily pleasure generally, 
as a restorative. And these restorative pleasures 
are intense, and therefore sought for, because they 
are seen in contrast with their opposite. (The 
view that pleasure is not a good at all is also due 
to these two facts, as has been said,a (a) that some 
pleasures are actions indicative of an evil nature, 
whether it be depraved from birth, like the nature 
of an animal;" or corrupted by habit, as is the case 
with evil men, and (b) that others are restoratives 
of a defective state, c and to be in the natural state 
is better than to be in process of returning to it. 
But as a matter of fact the latter sort of pleasures 
accompany a process towards perfection, so that 
accidentally they are good.) 

5 (2) Another reason is that bodily pleasures are 
sought for, just because of their intensity, by people 
who are incapable of enjoying others (for instance, 
some deliberately take steps to make themselves 
thirsty): not that there is any objection to this if the 
pleasures are innocuous, but it is bad if they are 
productive of harmful results. The fact is that 
some men have no other sources of enjoyment ; and 

. also many are so constituted that a neutral state of 
feeling is to them positively painful. (This is because 
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' ~ ,/.. \ ' 1 .... ' ~ "" \ ' Kat ot 'rvatol\oyot JLUpTvpovat, TO opav Kat TO 
, , ,/.. ' 1' \ ' , \ \ ' ,,~ 

aKOVE£V 'raaKOVTE~ Et-Vat I\V7TYJpOv• a/\1\ 1)01] GVV• 
'8 ) I t ,/.. I ) t I ~' ) \ ,... I 6 1) E£S EaJLEV, W~ 'raaLV • OJLOLW~ 0 EV JLEV 'Tll VEOT1)'Tt 10 
~ ' ' 'I(; fl t ' I ~ I ota T1)V aV~ YJaLV Wa1TEp OL OLVWjl-EVOL OLaKELVTat, 

\ t~\ t I f ~\ \ \ \ \ ,/,.I 
Kat 'Y)OV 'Y) VEOTYJ~ • 0£ OE jl-€1\ayxol\tKOt, TYJV 'rvat.V 

) \~I ) I \ \ \ ,... ~ I 
UEt OEOVTat, taTpEta~· Ka£ yap TO aWJLa oaKVOjl-EVOV 
~ \ ""' ~ ' ' ,... ' ' ' , , 1(: A.. ~ .... otaTEI\E£ ota TY)V Kpaatv, Kat aEt ev opEs EL a-poopCf 

, ' 'C \ ' ~ \ t ~ ' \ I " , , I ' 
Etatv• Es El\aVVEL OE 'Y)OOVYJ I\V7TYJV 'Y) 'T EVaVTLa KaL 

f ,... ,, 1'' , 'l ~ \ ,... , 1\ 
'Y) Tvxovaa, eav TJ taxvpa. Kat oLa TaVTa aKol\aaTo£ 15 

\ ,./.... "\ I f ~) Jl \ "" ' 7 KaL 'raVI\OL jiLVOVTat. a£ 0 aVEV I\V1TWV OVK 
Jl t f3 \ I 1' ~ \2 "" ,/.. I f ~ I 
EXOVaLV V1TEp 01\Y]V• aVTQ£ OE 'TWV 'jJVaEt 'Y)OEWV 

Ka2 f.L~ «aTa av11-f3ef37JKo~. A~yw S€ «aTa avJL· 

fJf3 
\ f~l \ ' I fl \ Q I 

E YJKO~ 'Y)OEQ Ta LaTpEVOV'Ta • OTL yap aVf.LJJaLVE£ 
) / (} Af f fA / f 
taTpEVEa at TOV V7TOJLEVOVTO~ vytoV~ 1TpaT'TOV'TOS T£~ 
~ \ ,... f~\ ~ A 1' ,J..I ~) f~/ t\ "' 
OLll. 'TOVTO YJOU OOKEt ELVat, • 'rVaE£ 0 'Y)OEa, a 1TOLE£ 20 

1Tpa.g,v Ti]~ TotaaSe d>vaew~. 
8 0 ) ' \ ~) '0 \ t ~ \ \ ' I ~ \ \ \ f \..,. 

VK aEt, 0 OV EV Y)OV 'TO aVTO, OLa 'TO fl/'} a1TI\YjV 
t .... 1' ' . ,/..' ,,,, ' .... ' ' " 

Y)jl-WV ELVat, 'T'Y)V V'VaLV, a/\1\ EVELVUt, 'Tt Kat- ETEpOV 

(«aBo cpOapTol
3
), waTE av 'TI, OaTEpov 1TpaTTTJ, 'TOV'TO 

.... r , ,~... , ' ,~.. , " ~, ' 'r '' 
TTJ eTepg. 'rvaEt, 1Tapa 'Pvatv, oTav o taasrJ, ovTE 

\ ' ~ .... "()' t " ' ' ' , \ I\V1TY)pOV OOKEt, OV YJOV TO 1TpaTTOJ.LEVOV. E7TEt, 
,, t ,/.. , t \..... ,, ' ' t ' ' "C 

Et, 'TOV '1) 't'UaLS a7TtlYJ ELYJ, aEL TJ aVTYJ 1Tpa~ L~ 25 
t~l , ~ \ f 0' , ' ' ' f , .... 

TJOLa'TT} Ea'Tat, • OLO 0 EOS aE£ JLLaV Ka£ a1TI\Yjll 

1 if>v(f'to\6-yot Asp.: f/JV(f'LKo't Kb, ¢v(J'tKo't "Xo")'ot vulg. 
t oe Kb : oe al. a if>Oaprol Asp. : if>Oaprd. 

• It is this which is really pleasant: see c. xii. 2. 
• i.e., which stimulate the activity of any g~,s, disposi

tion or faculty, which is in its natural state, in contrast 
·with those pleasures which stimulate the restoration of a 
faculty to its natural stat~. 
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a state of strain is the normal condition of an animal 
organism, as physiology testifies ; it tells us that 
sight and hearing are in fact painful, but we have 
got used to them in course of time-such is the 

6 theory.) Similarly the young are in a condition 
resembling intoxication, because they are growing, 
and youth is pleasant in itself; but persons of an 
excitable nature need a resto~ative perpetually, 
because their temperament keeps their bodies in a 
constant state of irritation, and their appetites are 
continually active; and any pleasure, if strong, 
drives out pain, not only the opposite pleasure. 
This is why excitable men become profligate and 
vicious. 

7 Pleasures unaccompanied by pain, on the other 
hand-and these are those derived from things 
naturally and not accidentally pleasant-do not 
admit of exc·ess. By things accidentally pleasant 
I mean things taken as restoratives ; really their 
restorative effect is produced by the operation a of 
that part of the system which has remained sound, 
and hence the remedy itself is thought to be pleasant. 
Those things on the contrary are natura11y pleasant 
which stimulate the activity of a given nature. b 

8 Nothing ho,vever can continue to give us pleasure Pleasure o 

1 b t . t . l b t t . changtl du~ a ways, ecause our na ure IS no s1mp e, u con a1ns to man's 
a second element (which is what makes us perish- compo~Jite 

• nature. 
able beings). and consequently, whenever one of 
these two elements is active, its activity runs counter 
to the nature of the other, while \vhen the two are 
balanced, their action feels neither painful nor 
pleasant. Since if any man had a simple nature, the 

· same activity would afford him the greatest pleasure 
always. Hence God enjoys a single simple pleasure 
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I t~ I t \ I I I t 
xatp€t, '1JOOV7JV• OV yap /LOVOV KtV7JU€WS EU'TI,JI 

t I )\\ \ \ ' I \ f~ \ A\\ 
EVEpyEta aiV\a Kat aKtV'Y}Uta~, Kat 'f}OOV'YJ ILaiV\OV 
t ' I ' \ 'S\ ' I Q \\ ~\ 

EV 'YJPEJLtCf €U'TtV '1} £V KtV7JU€t. f£€TapOI\'Y} oE 
I \ I[ ] 1 \ \ I ~ \ ?TaVTWV yi\VKV TaTov , KaTa TOV 7TOt'Y]T'l]V, ota 

I I tl \ J1 (} t IQ \ 
TTOV'l}ptav Ttva • waTTEP yap av pwTTo~ EVJLETapOI\OS so 
[o]2 

TTOV1Jp6s, Kat ~ cpvat~ ~ SE:of£lV1J /LETa{JoAfjs· 
' \ C \ """ '~' ) I OV yap aTTI\'Y} OVCJ E7Tt€£K1]S'. 

II \ \ 1' ' I \ ' I \ \ 9 ept !LEV ovv EyKpaTE:ta~ Kat aKpaatas Kat, '1TEP" 
f~ """ \ \I Jl \ I f/ \ """ 

'1JOOV7JS Kat 1\VTTTJ~ Etp'Y]Tat, Kat 'Tt, E:KaU'TOV Kat '1TWS 
\ \ , (}' ' """ t \ \ ~\ I \ \ ~\ Ta J.LE:V aya a aVTWV EU'Tt Ta OE KaKa • 1\0t'ITOV oE 

\ ',1..\1 ' .... 
Kat '1T€pt, 'l'tl\tas €pOVJL€V. 

a y"AvKv Asp. I Spengel. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VII. xiv. 8-9 

perpetually. For there is not only an activity of 
motion. but also an activity of immobility, and there 
is essentially a truer pleasure in rest than in motion. 
But change in all things is sweet, as the poet says,a 
owing to some badness in us; since just as a change
able man is bad, so also is a nature that needs change; 
for it is not simple nor good. 

9 \Ve have now discussed the nature of Self-restraint 
and Unrestraint, and of Pleasure and Pain, and have 
shown in either case in what sense one of the two 
is good and the other evil. It remains for us to 
speak of Friendship. 

• Euripides, Orsstes, 2M. 
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I 1VIe7a s~ TaVTa 7T€p~ c/>t'Alas €'1TOtT' 4v a~.e~Oeiv. 1155 
Jf \ ) I ,, ' ' ,... Jl ~' ' 
EaTt yap apETTJ TtS TJ JLET apETTJ~· ETt 0 avay-

1 , , R , , , ,1... ,, , ~ , 
KaLOTaTOV EtS TOV tJLOV. aVEV yap ..,_,LI\WV OVoEtS 5 
"' , ,, r ..... , ' ' ' , 0 ' I ' EI\OtT av f::,TJV EXWV Ta 1\0t'!Ta aya a '!TaVTa. Kat 

\ \ ,... \' \ \~ I 
yap 'ITI\OVTovat Kat apxas KaL ovvaaTELas KEKTTJ-

' ~ "" ,/... 1\ I \ ) 1' I I \ 
JLEVOLS ooKet 'f'ti\WV JLal\taT EtvaL xpeta • Tt yap 
,,,/... \ "" I ' I ',/... 0 I ) 
O'f'E/\OS TTJS TOLaVTTJS EVETTjptaS a'f'atpE ELUTJS EV-

' t\ I 1\ \ ) I 
epyeatas, TJ ytyVETaL JLal\tUTa Kat €'1TaLVETWTaTTJ 

\ ,/... 1\ ,, ,... ,, 0 I \ I r ) 
1TpOS 'f'LI\OVS; TJ 'TTWS av TTJPTJ ELTJ Ka& ac.pf::,OtT 10 
,, ,/... 1\ tl \ \ I I ) ,/... 

aVEV 'f'LI\WV j oac.p ,yap 7TI\EtWV, TOUOVTlp E'!Tta..,_,a-

2 \ I ) I \ ""\ ""'~ I 
1\EUTEpa. EV 'TTEVtf!- TE Kat TatS 1\0L'!TatS OVUTVXtatS 

I Jf ,/... \ 1' \ ,/... 1\ \ 
JLOVTJV OtOVTat · KaTa'f'VYYJV EtVat TOVS '{Jti\OVS. Kat 

I ~\ \ \ ' I \ f3 I 
JIEOLS O€ 7rpOS TO aVUJLUPTTJTOV Kat 7rpEa VTEpOtS 

\ 0 I \ \ ~\ \ "" ""' I C ~ t 
7rpOS Epa7TEtaV Kat TO EI\I\EL7TOV TTJS 7Tpas EWS Ot 
' 0 I R If} 1 "" ' ' ' ..... ' \ aa EVEtaV tJOYJ Eta, TOtS T EV aKJ.LTJ 7rpOS TaS 15 

\\ I(; I ~I) ' I \ \ 
Kal\as 7rpasets-avv TE ov epxoJ.LEVw-Kat yap 

..... \ ""C ~ I ,./, I ' , 3 VOYJaat Kat 11pasat ovvaTWTEpot. 'f'vaet T ev-
, J/ \2 \ I ""' 

V1Tapxetv eotKE 7rpos TO yeyevVTJJ.LEVov TCfJ yev· 

1 {jo~8eut J.VIb: {jo'1]8das ({3o'1]8e'i Par. 1417). 
1 rpos • . . Kal om. Kbr. 

a ¢LX.la, ' friendship,' sometimes rises to the meaning of 
affection or love, but also includes any sort of kindly feeling, 
even that existing between business associates, or fellow
citizens. The corresponding verb means both 'to like' 
and ' to love ' ; the adjective is generally passive, ' loved,' 
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BOOK VIII 

I Oun next business after this will be to discuss Bks. VIII.,· 

F · d h" a F fj · d h" · • t b • 1 IX. Friend r1en s 1p. or r1en s 1p IS a VIr ue, or 1nvo ves ship. 

virtue ; and also it is one of the most indispensable I. dNka~udre f 
· f 1·.e F ld h an m 

8 0 
requirements o He. or no one wou c oose to Friendship, 

live without friends, but possessing all other good ~~-i.i·t~~;0_ 
things. In fact rich men, rulers and potentates are duction: 

th I t · 11 t · fi · d · h t Friendship oug 1 espec1a y o require r1en s, s1nce w a implies 

would be the good of their prosperity without an Vir;;~e; 
1 

outlet for beneficence, 'vhich is displayed in its :~Ie 1:sv: u
fullest and most praiseworthy form towards friends? means_tothe 

and how could such pro~perity. be safeguarded and 
preserved without friends ? for the greater it is, the 

2 greater is its insecurity. And in poverty or any other 
misfortune men think friends are their only resource. 
Friends are an aid to the young, to guard them from 
error ; to the elderly, to tend them, and to supple
ment their failing powers of action ; to those in the 
prime of life, to assist them in noble deeds-

\Vhen twain together go 0-

for two are better able both to plan and to execute. 

good life, 

3 And the affection of parent for offspring and of as natural, 

'liked,' 'dear," but sometimes active' loving,' 'liking,' and 
so on, as a noun ' a friend.' 

" That is, the social grace of friendliness described in 
IV. vi. ; it is there said to be nameless, but it is called lf>L"'Aia. 
at 11. vii. 18. 0 Homer, Iliad, x. 224. 
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I \ \ \ """ "" 8' 1 Vf]UaVTt. Kat. 'TTpos To YEVV7Jaav Ttp ')'EVVTJ EVTt., 
' I ' ) 8 I )\ \ \ \ ' II \ OV ftOVOV EV av pwTTOtS a/\1\a Kat EV opvtat Ka£ 
"" \1 .... Yl ' """' 81 TOtS 7TI\EtU'TOLS 'TWV ~;,lpWV, Kat TOtS OJ.LOE VEU£ 

\ J1 \ \ \ \ I \ "" ) (} I t/8 nn 
1rpos a/\1\Tj/\a, Kat fLal\taTa 'TOtS av pw7Tots, o EV r.v 

\ ,/.. \ (} I ' ,... J/~ ~' J/ 
TOVS 't'tl\aV pw7TOVS E7TatVOVJ.LEV. toOt o av TtS 

\ ' "" \ I f ' "" ~~ J/ (} Ka£ ev Tats 7TI\avats ws otKELov a1ras av pwTros 
) (} I \ ,/.. 1\ ,, ~ \ \ \ I \ 

4: av pW1Tlp Kat 'f'£1\0V. EO£K€ OE Kat 'TaS TT'OI\EtS 
I f ,/.. \1 \ f (}' -\\ \ 

avvexetv 7J 't'£1\ta, Ka£ o£ VOJ.LO era£ J.La/\1\0V TTEpt 
' \ ~ IY "' \ ~ I t \ f I 

aVT7JV U7TOVOaf::,EtV 7J 'T'Y)V O£Ka£OUVV7JV• 7J yap OJ.LO• 
t1 I "',l...i\1 Jl l: I ~\ 

JIOta OJ.L0£0V 'Tt 'T'[J 'f'£ Uf EOtKEV E Vat, 'TaVT7JS OE 25 
1\ ) ',/..' \ \ I Jl (} "S' 

J.Lal\tUT E't'£EV'Ta£ Kat 'T7JV aTaa£v EX pav ovaav 
I\ '(; \ I \ ,/.. 1\ \ J/ 

ILal\taTa e~ El\avvovatv. Kat 'f'£1\WV JLEV ov'Twv 
'~ \ ~ "' ~ I ~I ~' II OVOEV OE£ O£KatOUVV'YJS, OtKatOt, 0 OV'TES 7Tpoa-

~ I ,/.. \ I \ ,... ~ I \ 1\ 
OEOV'Tat 't'tl\£as• Kat 'TWV O£Ka£WV 'TO JLal\tU'Ta 
,/.. \ \ 1' ~ A ' I ~) ) A I ' 6 'f'/,1\LKOV ELVat OOKEt. OV J.LOVOV 0 avayKaLOV EU'TtV 

) \ \ \ \ \ I \ \ ,/.. \ ,/.. 1\ ' ,... 
a/\1\a Kat Kal\ov· 'TOVS yap 'f'ti\O't'LI\OVS E7TaLVOVJ.LEV, 80 

~ ''TE 7ToAvc/>tAla DoKe'i 'TWV KaAwv €v ,.,, elvat • Kal 
, s ' , \ , ,~ '(}' ~ 
EVtO£ 'TOVS aV'TOVS • 0£0VTat avo pas aya OVS E£Vat. 

Kal cplAovs. 

e dtaJ.Lcf>tafJ'YJ'TEt'Tat, DE 7TEpl aV'TfjS OVK oi\lya. 
f \ \ t I I 81 ' \ \ 

ot J.LEV yap OJ.LO£O'T7J'Ta 'Tt.Va 'Tt eaatv aVT7JV Kat 
\ f I ,/.. 1\ tl(} \ t1 I ,/.. f 

TOVS OJ.L0£0VS 't'£1\0VS, 0 EV 'TOV OJLOl.OV 'f'aUtV WS 
\ t1 \ \ \ \ \ I \ \3 rov OJL0£0V, Ka£ KOI\0£0V 7TOT£ KOI\0£0V, Kat Ta 85 

,... f ~' '(; ' I "" I \ TO£aV'Ta • Ot, 0 E!:, EVaVTLaS KEpaJLE£S TTaV'TaS 'TOVS tt55 
I '\\li\ ,/.. \ ~ \ \ ',... 

TOtOVTOVS a/V\'1} O£S 't'aatv etva£. Kat TTEP£ avTwv 

1 rpos To ")'Evv1)cra.v Ttl' ")'EPP'1J8EvTL om. Lb. 
• lvLoL Mb : h,. • Tci : gtTa Mbr. 

• tf>L}..d.v8pw7ros means ' humane,' ' kindly.' 
& Or possibly, ' And the just are thought to possess 

friendliness in its highest form.' 
• Literally' Jackdaw to jackdaw.' 
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ofFspring for parent seems to be a natural instinct, 
not only in man but also in birds and in most animals ; 
as also is friendship between members of the same 
species ; and this is especially strong in the human 
race ; for which reason we praise those who love 
their fellow men. a Even when travelling abroad one 
can observe that a natural affinity and friendship 

4 exist between man and man universally. Moreover, a~ the. bond 
friendship appears to be the bond of the state ; and 0 

society, 

lawgivers seem to set more store by it than they do 
by justice, for to promote concord, which seems akin 
to friendship, is their chief aim, while faction, which 
is enmity, is what they are most anxious to banish. 
And if men are friends, there is no need of justice 
between them; whereas merely to be just is not 
enough-a feeling of friendship also is necessary. 
Indeed the highest form of justice seems to have an 
element of friendly feeling in it.b 

5 And friendship is not only. indispensable as a and as mor-
•t . 1 bl . "t If W . h ally noble. means, 1 Is a so no e In 1 se . e praise t ose 

who love their friends, and it is counted a noble 
thing to have many friends ; and some people think 
that a true friend must be a good man. 

6 But there is much difference of opinion as to the Three 

t f fi . d h" S d fi •t t Difficulties: na ure o r1en s 1p. orne e ne 1 as a mat er i. Does at-
of similarity ; they say that we love those who are ~racti~n 
like ourselves : whence the proverbs ' Like finds his u~~~ss

0

~r 
like,' 'Birds of a feather flock together,' c and so on. unlikeness! 

Others on the contrary say that with men who are 
alike it is always a case of ' two of a trade.' a Some 

cJ Literally, ' all such men are potters to each other,' 
an allusion to Hesiod, Works and Days, 25, 

Ka.l Kepa.p.dJs Kepap.e'i Koreet. K<d TEKTOPL TEKTWP-

' Potter with potter contends, and joiner quarrels with joiner.' 
4.58 
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, , , ' r ,.. ' ,~.. , 
'I"OVTWV aVWTEpOV E7Tt\,:) TJTOVUt Kat 'PVUtKWTEpov 1 

E ' I~ \ ,./.,. I t ' ' "" \ J/ Q "" , J 
vpt7TtOTJ~ f.LEV "faUKWV epav f.LEV OfLtJPOV yataV 

1:. (}"" ", ..... ~' ' , ' \ , 
~TJpav etaav, epav oe aEp.-vov ovpavov 17'1\Y)pov-

, a ,.. ' ,.. , ' (H I ' 
f.LEVOV OfLt-JPOV 1TEGELV E~ yataV, Kat paKI\ELTO~ 

' " ' 'c ,.~,. , , ' " ' ..... ~ ,~.. , TO aVTLs OVV UVf.L"fEpOV Kat EK TWV oLa"fEpov- 6 
\\1 f I II \ H I ' 

TWV Ka/\1\LGTYJV app.,ovtaV Kat 7TaVTa KaT 
' 1 1 (} , '(; ' I ~ \ I ,, \ 
Eptv YLVEU at • Es EVaVTLa~ 0€ TOVTOt~ a/\1\0L TE 

' 'E ~ ' "" ' ' t1 ..... ( I Kat f.L'TTEOOK/\1]~· TO yap OfLOLOV TOV OfLOLOV 
',./.,.' (} \ \ 'i' ,/.., \ "" ) I 7 €\ftEa at. Ta fLEV OVV 'PVULKa TWV aTTOpTJp.-aTWV 
) ,/.. 1 (} ( ' \ ' "" "" I ',/, ) a\fEta W OV yap OLKEta TTJ~ 7TapoVUTJ~ UKE~EW~ • 
t1 ~) ) \ ) (} \ \ ' I ) \ "(} 
oaa 0 EUTtV av pW1TLKa Kat aVTJKEt Et~ Ta 1] YJ 10 

\ \ 'f) "" ) ) ,/, I (} "' I 
Kat Ta 7Ta 1}, TaVT €7TtGKE~WfLE a, OLOV 7TOT€pOV 

' ..... , ,./.,. ,, ,, ' 'F'I (} ' 
EV 7Taat ytVETat 'f"ti\La 'YJ OVX OLOV TE f.LOX TJPOV~ 
N ,/.., 1\ 1' \ I C\ 1'~ "" 
OVTa~ 'f"LI\OV~ ELVat, Kat 7TOTEpOV EV ELUO~ TTJS 
,/.._ \ I ) \ ,, \ I ~ \ \ C\ ) I 
'rtl\ta~ EGTtV 'YJ 17'1\ELW. Ot f.LEV yap EV OLOfLEVOt, 
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1 RiC'hards. 2 o7] ? Bywater: o€. 
• Fr. 890 Dindorf, from an unknown play. 
• No passage in the Ethics answers exactly to this reference. 
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try to find a more profound and scientific explanation 
of the nature of affection. Euripides a writes that 
' Earth yearneth for the rain , when dried up, ' And 
the majestic Heaven when filled with rain Yearneth 
to fall to Earth.' Heracleitus says, ' Opposition 
unites,' and ' The fairest harmony springs from dif
ference,' and ' 'Tis strife that makes the world go on.' 
Others maintain the opposite vie,v, notably Empe
docles, who declares that' Like seeks after like.' 

7 Dismissing then these scientific speculations as not if. Is friend· 

t t . l t . t• t ship only germane o our pres en enquiry, e us Inves 1ga e possible 

the human aspect of the matter, and examine the betwdeen • 
. h l , h d . goo men r questions t at re ate to man s c aracter an emotions: iii. Is it of 

for instance, whether all men are capable of friend- ~~:e~!r1 or 

ship, or bad men cannot be friends; and whether there 
is only one sort of friendship or several. Those who 
hold that all friendship is of the same kind because 
friendship admits of degree, are relying on an insuffi-
cient proof, for things of difFerent kinds also can 
differ in degree. But this has been discuss.ed before." 

ii Perhaps the answer to these questions will appear Solution of 

if we ascertain what sort of things arouse liking or ~~~~~iit~~ti 
love. It seems that not everything is loved, but (cc. ii-iv.) 

only \Vhat is lovable, and that this is either what is ~~j~~~s of 

good, or pleasant, or useful. But useful may be liking ihthe 

taken to mean productive of some good or of pleasure, ~~~!ant~ 
so that the class of things lovable as ends is reduced the usefuL 

2 to the good and the pleasant. Then, do men like 
what is really good, or what is good for them ? for 
sometimes the two may be at variance ; and the 
same with what is pleasant. Now it appears that 
each person loves what is good for himself, and that 

· while 'vhat is really good is lovable absolutely, what 
is good for a particular person is lovable for that 

4.55 



ARISTOTLE 

f I ,/... \ -- ~t ., ' \ ~ f ""' t (} \ £KaUTtp. 'Yti\Et 0 EKaUTO~ OV TO OV aVTqJ aya OJI 

, \ \ \ \ ,J... I ~ I ~' ) ~ I Jl \ 
a/\1\a TO 'PatVOJ.LEVOv· OtOLUE£ 0 OVOEV• EUTat yap 

3 TO </>LAYJTOV cpaLVOf.LEVOV. TPLWV 0~1 
OVTWV 8t'1 

C\ ,J... \ """ ) \ \ """ """ ) , /, I ,/.. \ I ' 
a 'f'ti\OVUtV, E'TTt J.LEV T'lJ TWV a--rVXWV 'f'ti\?]UE£ OV 

\ I ,/.. \ I ' I ) , ,/.. 1\ ' ~ \ 
1\EYETat 'PLI\La • OV yap EUTLV aVTI.'f'LI\YjUt~ 1 OVOE 

f3 ,, , I 3 , e ..... ( ' ... , , """ 
OVAYJULS EKELV!p aya ov yei\OLOV yap 1.aw~ TqJ 

oivcp {3ovAea8at raya8a, aM' eiTTEp1 ac.{1,ea(}a, ao 
R I\ ' ' " ' ' ,, ) .... ~ \ ,/... 1\ JJOVI\ETat avrov tva avTos EX?} • Tl.p oE 'Y'Al[J 
A. \ ~ ... R 1\ (} , () \ ' ' I fl \ 
'f'aat, OELV tJOV/\€0' at Taya a EKELVOV EVEKa. TOVS 

~\ f3 \ I tl ) ()' J1 \I 
OE OVI\OJ.LEVOV~ OVTW raya a EVVOV~ I\EJIOVO'I.V1 

)\ \ ) \ \ ) ) I I J1 

eav J.L'YJ ravro «at Trap EKetvov ytyV?]Tat· evvo1.av 

4 yap Ell avTt'TTE'TTOVfJoal. cptAlav elvat,. ~ TTpoa8eTI.ov 

J.L~ Aav8&vovaav; 1TOAAoi yap Elatv EOvo£ ols ss . 
' f I f \ Rl ~\ , ... ., 

OVX EWpaKaO'tV, V'TTOI\aJ.LtJaVOVO't OE E7TtE£KE£~ €£Val. 
't\ I ' """ ~\ ) \ ~ ) I 1J XPYJO'Lf.LOVS· rovro oE Tavrov «av EKEtvwv TIS 1158 

'(} \ "' .,_ \ 1' 1" ,/.. I 
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, \ \ I \ ,./.,. 1\ ~ \ "' Jl Jl \ (} I 
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f ,, f ... ~ ... , ' ... ~ \\ 1\ 
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\ R 1\ (J , (J ' ' \ (} I ~ , ., Kat fJOVI\EU at, Taya a J.L'YJ 1\aV aVOVTaS o£ EV T£ 

"' ' I 'TWV ELPTJJ.LEVWV. I 

W A A._ I ~ \ "' '\ \ 1\ ~~~ \ f ,/... \ I 
ul.a'PEpEt oE ravra ai\I\'1]1\WV Etoet· Ka£ at 'I''A"J• 

O'EIS apa Ka£ al cptAlat. Tpla 0~ Ta Tfj~ cptAlas 

1 oT] Spengel : o€. 
• iKElv~ Bywater: iKdvwv. 
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person. Further, each person loves not what is 
really good for himself, but what appears to him to 
be so; however, this will not affect our argument, 
for ' lovable ' will mean ' what appears lovable.' 

3 There being then three motives of love, the term 
Friendship is not applied to love for inanimate 
objects, since here there is no return of affection, 
and also no wish for the good of the object-for 
instance, it would be ridiculous to wish well to a 
bottle of wine : at the most one wishes that it may 
keep well in order that one may have it oneself; 
whereas we are told that we ought to wish our 
friend well for his own sake. But persons who wish 
another good for his own sake, if the feeling is not 
reciprocated, are merely said to feel goodwill for 
him : only when mutual is such goodwill termed 

4: friendship. And perhaps we should also add the 
qualification ·that the feeling of goodwill must be 
known to its object. For a man often feels good
will towards persons whom he has never seen, but 
whom he believes to be good or useful, and one of 
these persons may also entertain the same feeling 
towards him. Here then we have a case of two 
people mutually well-disposed, whom nevertheless we 
cannot speak of as friends, because they are not 
aware of each other's regard. To be friends there-
fore, men must (1) feel goodwill for each other, that (Deflnftfon 

is, wish each other's good, and (2) be aware of each ~i~~~end· 
other's goodwill, and (8) the cause of their goodwill · 
must be one of the lovable qualities mentioned above. 

iii Now these qualities differ in kind ; hence the Three 

affection or friendship they occasion may differ in mr:!ds~fp 
kind also. There are accordingly three kinds of correspond· 
friendship, corresponding in number to the three ing. 
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1 v (1ro'i6s Tts> vel (rotouTos> vel (a")'a8os> Richards; sed cf. 
E.E. 1237 b I (Ross). 

2 oloa-rEp Richards: lJa-7rEp. 3 ouoe om. Lbr. 

G i.e., they wish each other to become more virtuous, 
pleasant) or useful as the case may be ; so that there is a 
different species of well-wishing in each case. 
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lovable qualities ; since a reciprocal affection, known 
to either party, can be based on each of the three, 
and when men love each other, they wish each other 
wen in respect of the quality which is the ground of 
their friendship.a Thus friends whose affection is fi)'ie~~~hips 
based on utility do not love each other in themselves, ~~J1~}1~fea· 
but in so far as some benefit accrues to them from sure. 

each other. And similarly with those whose friend-
ship is based on pleasure: for instance, '\ve enjoy 
the society of witty people not because of what 
they are in themselves, but because they are agree-

2 able to us. Hence in a friendship based on utility 
or on pleasure men love their friend for their own 
good or their own pleasure, and not as being the 
person loved, but as useful or agreeable. And there
fore these friendships are based on an accident, 
since the friend is not loved for being what he is, 
but as affording some benefit or pleasure as the case 

3 may be. Consequently friend£hips of this kind are 
easily broken off, in the event of the parties them
selves changing, for if no longer pleasant or useful 
to each other, they cease to love each other. And 
utility is not a permanent quality ; it differs at 
different times. l-Ienee 'vhen the motive of the 
friendship has passed a'vay, the friendship itself is 
dissolved, having existed merely as a means to that 
end. 

Friendships of Utility seem to occur most fre
quently between the old, as in old age men do not 
pursue pleasure but profit ; and between those 
persons in the prime of life and young people whose 
object in life is gain. Friends of this kind do not 
indeed frequent each other's company much, for in 
some cases they are not even pleasing to each other, 
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1 o7] om. Kb. I TOH ipWTLKOts Mb. • ed. 
4 Taxews Ka.l P Bywater. 

• See § 1 above, and note. 
• i.e., for some accidental, i.e. temporary or not essential. 

quality : cj. §§ 2, 8. 
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and therefore have no use for friendly intercourse 
unless they are mutually profitable ; since their 
pleasure in each other goes no further than their 
expectations of advantage. 

Wit.h these friendships are classed family ties of 
hospitality with foreigners. 

6 With the young on the other hand the motive of 
friendship appears to be pleasure, since the young 
guide their lives by emotion, and for the most part 
pursue what is pleasant to themselves,and the object of 
the moment. And the things that please them change 
as their age alters ; hence they both form friend
ships and drop them quickly, since their affections 
alter with what gives them pleasure, and the tastes 
of youth change quickly. Also the young are prone 
to fall in love, as love is chiefly guided by emotion, 
and grounded. on pleasure ; hence they form attach
ments quickly and give them up quickly, often 
changing before the day is out.· 

The young do desire tQ pass their time in their 
friend's company, for that is how they get the 
enjoyment of their friendship. 

6 The perfect form of friendship is that between Friendship 

the good, and those who resemble each other in ~~:~;rl~s 
virtue. For these friends wish each alike the other's kind. 

good in respect of their goodness, a and they are good 
b.1 themselves ; but it is those who wish the good 
of their friends for their friends' sake who are friends 
in the fullest sense, since they love each other for 
themselves and not accidentally.b Hence the friend-
ship of these lasts as long as they continue to be 
good; and virtue is a permanent quality. And each 

·is good relatively to his friend as well as absolutely, 
since the good are both good absolutely and profitable 
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2 a.q Ramsauer : a£. 

a There is some uncertainty here and elsewhere in these 
chapters whether ' similarity ' refers to resemblance between 
the friendS (as § 6, and cf. 1139 a 10, Ka(}' OIJ.OL6T'Y}Tfi TLva), 
or between the different forms of friendship (as KaO' op.o,6r7Jra, 
1157 a 32, 1158 b 6). friendships based on pleasure or profit 
being only so called ' by way of resemblance,' i.e. in an 
analogical and secondary sense. But the latter considera
tion seems irrelevant here, and is first developed in the 
next chapter (§§ I, 4). It is true that whether similarity 
between the parties is an element in all friendship (although 
this is implied by the words ' who resemble each other in 
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to each other. And each is pleasant in both ways 
also, since good men are pleasant both absolutely 
and to each other ; for everyone is pleased by his 
own actions, and therefore by actions that resemble 
his own, and the actions of all good men are 

'1 the same or similar .-Such friendship is naturally 
permanent, since it combines in itself all the attri
butes that friends ought to possess. All affection 
is based on good or on pleasure, either absolute 
or relative to the person who feels it, and is 
prompted by similarity a of some sort ; but this 
friendship possesses all these attributes in the 
friends themselves, for they are alike, et cetera, b in 
that way.c Also the absolutely good is pleasant 
absolutely as well ; but the absolutely good and 
pleasant are the chief objects of affection ; therefore 
it is bet,vee:q good men that affection and friendship 
exist in their fullest and best form. 

8 Such friendships are of coutse rare, because such 
men are few. Moreov~r they require time and 
intimacy : as the saying goes, you cannot get to 
know a man till you have consumed the proverbial 
amount of salt a in his company ; and so you cannot 
admit him to friendship or really be friends, before 
each has shown the other that he is worthy of friend-

9 ship and has won his confidence. People who enter 
into friendly relations quickly have the wish to be 
friends, but cannot really be friends without being 

virtue' in § 6) is nowhere clearly decided, and it can hardly 
be predicated of some friendships considered below. 

b i.e., absolutely and relatively good and pleasant: cf. c. 
iv. 1. c i.e., in themselves, and not accidentally. 

a Of. Eudemian Ethics, 1238 a 2, ot.o Els 7rapot.p.lav Ehf}hv0E• 
0 P,fOLJLVOS TWJI al\.wv, 'hence" the peck of salt" has passed into 
a proverb.' 
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'.1• c. 111. • 
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worthy of friendship, and also knowing each other 
to be so; the wish to be friends is a quick growth, 
but friendship is not. 

tv This form of friendship is perfect both in point The two 

of duration and of the other attributes a of friendship ; ~~~~e~3~1 

and in all respects either party receives from the ship less 

h h . .1 b fit •t . permanent< ot er t e sa1ne or simi ar ene s, as 1 Is proper 
that friends should do. 

Friendship based on pleasure has a similarity to 
friendship based on virtue, for good men are pleasant 
to one another ; and the same is true of friendship 
based on utility, for good men are useful to each 
other. In these cases also the friendship is most 
lasting when each friend derives the same benefit, 
for instance pleasure, from the other, and not only 
so, but derives it from the same thing, as in a friend
ship between two witty people, and not as in one 
between a lover and his beloved. These do not 
find their pleasure in the same things : the lover's 
pleasure is in gazing at his beloved, the loved one's 
pleasure is in receiving the attentions of the lover ; 
and when the loved one's beauty fades, the friend
ship sometimes fades too, as the lover no longer 
finds pleasure in the sight of his beloved, and the 
loved one no longer receives the attentions of the 
lover ; though on the other hand many do remain 
friends if as a result of their intimacy they have come 
to love each other's characters, both being alike in 

3 character. But when a pair of lovers exchange not 
pleasure for pleasure but pleasure for gain, the 
friendship is less intense and less lasting. 

A friendship based on utility dissoives as soon as 
its profit ceases; for the friends did not love each 
other, but what they got out of each other. 
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a TL om. Lb: [Kal !Jp.ot6v rt] ? ed. 

0 Literally, ' by way of resemblance to true friendship ' 1 
see c. iii. 7, note. 

b Perhaps the words 'and of likeness' are interpolated; 
the following clause explains ' goodness ' only. That 
utility is ' a sort of goodness ' is assumed. 
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Friendships therefore based on pleasure and on and not con· 
utility can exist between two bad men, bet,veen one !~~d<~aood 
bad man and one good, and bet,veen a man neither Difficulty). 

good nor bad and another either good, bad, or 
neither. But clearly only good men can be friends 
for what they are in themselves ; since bad men do 
not take pleasure in each other, save as they get 
some advantage from each other. 

3 Also friendship between good men alone is 
proof against calumny ; for a man is slow to believe 
anybody's word about a friend whom he has himself 
tried and tested for many years, and with them there 
is the mutual confidence, the incapacity ever to do 
each other wrong, and all the other characteristics 
that are required in true friendship. Whereas the 
other forms of friendship are liable to be dissolved 
by calumny and suspicion. 

4: But since. people do apply the term ' friends ' 
to persons whose regard for . each other is based 
on utility, just as states can be ' friends' (since 
expediency is generally .recognized as the motive 
of international alliances), or on pleasure, as children 
make friends, perhaps we too must call such relation
ships friendships ; but then we must say that there 
are several sorts of friendship, that between good 
men, as good, being friendship in the primary and 
proper meaning of the term, while the other kinds 
are friendships in an analogical sense,a since such 
friends are friends in virtue of a sort of goodness and 
of likeness b in them : insomuch as pleasure is good 

5 in the eyes of pleasure-lovers. But these two 
secondary forms of friendship are not very likely to 
coincide : men do not make friends with each other 
both for utility and for pleasure at the same time, 
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• i.e., in being plQasant or useful to each other; or possibly 
• since they are alike in loving pleasure or profit.' 

• Or possibly ' since they like each other as being good. • 
c The source of this is unknown. 
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since accidental qualities are rarely found in com
bination. 

6 Friendship then being divided into these species, 
inferior people will make friends for pleasure or for 
use, if they are alike in that respect,a while good 
men will be friends for each other's own sake, since 
they are alike in being good.b The latter therefore 
are friends in an absolute sense, the former accident
ally, and through their similarity to the latter. 

v It is with friendship as it is with the virtues ; men The genus of 

II d d . •th h · Friendship: are ca e goo 1n two senses, e1 er as av1ng a it is a fixed 
virtuous disposition or as realizing virtue in action, Di~pos~tiodn, 

d . .1 1 fi . d h . h h ' mamtame an s1m1 ar y r1en s w en In eac ot er s company by ac~ive 

derive pleasure from and confer benefits on each ~::;~~~~:e_ 
other, whereas friends who are asleep or parted are 
not actively friendly, yet have the disposition to be so. 
For separatio~ does not destroy friendship absolutely, 
though it prevents its active exercise. If however 
the absence be prolonged, it· seems to cause the 
friendly feeling itself to be forgotten : hence the 
poet's remark c · 

Full many a man finds friendship end 
For lack of converse with his friend. 

J The old and the morose do not appear to be much 
given to friendship, for their capacity to please is 
small, and nobody can pass his days in the company 
of one who is distasteful to him, or not pleasing, 
since it seems to be one of the strongest instincts of 
nature to shun what is painful and seek what is 

3 pleasant. And when persons approve of each other 
without seeking such other's society, this seems 
to be goodwill rather than friendship. Nothing is 

· more characteristic of friends than that they seek 
each other's society : poor men desire their friends' 
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• i}O€L: fLO€L r, pr. Lb, 1j8€L Zeller. 
• [iJ] orr1. Kb. 6 oe Asp. : a.q. 

• The lratpE'ia&, or Comradeships, at Athens were associa
tions of men of the same age and social standing. In the 
fifth century they had a political character, and were 
oligarchical in tendency, but in Aristotle's day they seem 
to have been no more than social clubs, whose members 
were united by personal regard, and were felt to have claims 
on each other's resources. See cc. ix. 2, xi. 5, xii. 4, 6, 
IX. ii. 1, 3, 9, X. 6. 
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assistance, and even the most prosperous wish for 
their companionship (indeed they are the last 
people to adopt the life of a recluse) ; but it is im
possible for men to spend their time together unless 
they give each other pleasure, or have common 
tastes. The latter seems to be the bond between 
the members of a comradeship.a 

4 Friendship between good men then is the truest 
friendship, as has been said several times before. 
For it is agreed that what is good and pleasant 
absolutely is lovable and desirable strictly, while 
what is good and pleasant for a particular person is 
lovable and desirable relatively to that person ; but 
the friendship of good men for each other rests on 
both these grounds." 

5 Liking c seems to be an emotion, friendship a 
fixed disposition, for liking can be felt even for 
inanimate things, but reciprocal liking a involves 
deliberate choice, and this springs from a fixed 
disposition. Also, when men wish the good of those 
they love for their own sakes, their goodwill does 
not depend on emotion but on a fixed disposition. 
And in loving their friend they love their own good, 
for the good man in becoming dear to another 
becomes that other's good. Each party therefore 
both loves his own good and also makes an equivalent 
return by wishing the other's good, and by affording 
him pleasure ; for there is a saying, ' Amity is 
equality,' and this is most fully realized in the 
friendships of the good. 

b i.e., good men love ea<'h other because they are both 
good and pleasant absolutely and good and pleasant for 

· each other. 
0 This sentence would come better after the following one. 
., Of. a. ii. 3. 
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' \ ~ \ \ \ I ~ \ I '\ \ 1\ 
E£0'£ ot,a TO JL'f} UVV1JJL€pEVEtV JL1JaE xatpEtV a/\1\1]1\0f,S', 

I a 8~ JLaAtaT' elva£ BoKEi cptAtKa. 7TOAAois 8' 10 

'r. ,/.. 1\ \ \ \ I ,/.. \ I ' ' ~ I et.vat, 'f'ti\OV KaTa T'T}V TEI\Etav '+''"\tav ovK evaexeTat, 

WO'~Ep ovS' €pav 1TOAAWV aJLa (EOt,KE yd.p vnepf3o,\fj, 
' \ ""' ~ \ \ tl I,J.. I 8 ) \\ \ TO TOtOV'TO OE 7Tp0S' EVa 'TTE'f'VKE ;'tVE'O' at • 71'01\1\0VS' 

8' ap,a T{jJ avT{jJ apeaK€ tV acp6Spa ov p4Stov J 

, ~, '~' ' f) ' l ~ A ~ \ \ ' I 8 tO'WS' 0 OVa aya OVS' E Va&.. a€£ 0€ Ka£ EJL1TEtptaV 11 

\ Q "" \ ' 8 I I f) C\ 1\ 1\af-Jetv Kat ev GVV7J etq. yevea a&., o 1Tayxai\£7TOY. 
~ \ \ I ~\ \ \ t~\ \\ \ 1 ' I 
ot,a TO XPTJO'tJLOV ae Kat TO TjaV 'IT0/\1\0VS' apeaKEt,V 
) ~ I \ \ \ \ f ""' \ ' )\ I 
evaexeTat, • 71'0/\/\0t yap Ot, TOtOVTOt, Kat ev Ol\ty<p 

I f t I I ~\ ""'\\ '' 4 XPOVqJ at V7T1Jp€atat. TOVTWV OE p,a/\1\0V EOtKE 

cptAlq.1 ~ a,a TO ~8v, OTav TavTa a'TT' ap,cpoiv 

rlyv'Y}Ta£ Kal xalpwatv aAA~AOtS' ~ Tois avTois' 10 
f' "" I ' \ f ,/... \1 ""'\\ \ ) Oc,a£ TWV VEWV EtO'tV at, 'f'£1\tat• J.La/V\OV yap EV 

1 roXXous Ramsauer : roUo£s. 
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vi Morose and elderly people rarely make friends, Frfe~dshiJ 
as they are inclined to be surly, and do not take much ~~~~~~er
pleasure in society; good temper and sociability 
appear to be the chief constituents or causes of 
friendship. Hence the young make friends quickly, 
but the old do not, since they do not make friends 
with people if they do not enjoy their company; and 
the same applies to persons of a morose temper. 
It is true that the old or morose may feel goodwill 
for each· other, since they may wish each other well 
and help each other in case of need ; but they cannot 
properly be called friends, as they do not seek each 
other's society nor enjoy it, and these are thought 
to be the chief marks of friendship. 

1 It is not possible to have many friends in the full The perfect 
. f th d 1!. • d h" th "t kind of mean1ng o e wor 1r1en s 1p, any more an 1 Friendship 

is to be in love with many people at once (love rare. 
indeed seems· to be an excessive state of emotion, 
such as is naturally felt towards one person only); 
and it is not easy for the same person to like a 
number of people at once·, nor indeed perhaps can 

3 good men be found in large numbers. Also for 
perfect friendship you must get to know a man 
thoroughly, and become intimate with him, which 
is a very difficult thing to do. But it is possible to 
like a number of persons for their utility and pleasant
ness, for useful and pleasant people are plentiful, 
and the benefits they confer can be enjoyed at once. 

' Of these two inferior kinds of friendship, the Friendships 

one that more closely resembles true friendship is ~~!~~a~:~ 
that based on pleasure, in which the same benefit feet friend· 
• .e d b b th t" d th • h ship than IS con1erre y o par 1es, an ey enJoy eac Friendships 

. other's company, or have common tastes; as is ofUtilitf. 

the case with the friendships of young people. For 
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OVOEV OEOVTat, 'Y)OE:WJI 0€" aV~:,T)V JLE:V yap JJOVI\OV'Tat 
\ ~\ \ \ )\1 \ I ,J,.I 

'Ttat, 'TO O€ I\V1T'Y)pOV 01\t-yov JLEV XPOVOV 'f'EpOVUtV, 
""" ~) 'L) \ '' t' I '~) ' \ \ 

aVVEXW~ 0 OVUE:L~ all V1TOfL€LVat, OVO UV'TO 'TO 25 
, L) ' ' ' ' ' ..... ,, ~ \ \ ,/,. 1\ ayavoV, Et I\V1T1JpOV aVTlp €1-'Y) • OLO TOV~ 'f''-1\0VS 
t ~ "" r ..... ~ "" ~' ,, ' , n ' I TJOELS s 'Y)Tovatv. o€£ o taws Kat ayauovs Totov-

,, , ,, t"" tt ' <' 1c 
TOVS OVTaS, Kat €Tt aVTOtS• OVTW yap V1Tap~ €1, 

~ aVTOlS oaa OE:t TOt~ cplAots. oi S' Ell Tai~ €govalats 

0'-TJP'Y)fLEVOtS cfoalvovTat xpfja8at Tots cplAots· aAAOt, 
\ ' "" ' \ I \ tl t'~ "" J/ ,/,. 

yap avTots E:tat XP'Y)UtfLOt Kat ETE:pot TJOE:LS, afL'f'W 
~' f ) \ ) I J/ \ t ~ "" ) ) """ o 0£ aVTOL OV 1TaVV • OVT€ yap T)OE:LS JLE:T apETTJS SO 
Y """' J/ I ) \ \ I '\ \ \ \ 
s'Y}Tovat-v ovTE XP1JULJLOVS EtS Ta Kal\a, a/\1\a Tovs 

\ ) 1\ """ t ~ I ) ,/,. I \ ~ \ 
JLE:V €VTpa1TEI\OV~ TOV T)OEOS E'f'LEfLEVOt, TOVS O€ 
~ ' "'C ' , L}l ..... ~' , I OELVOVS 1Tpa~ at TO €1TLTa.J(V€V• TaVTa 0 OV 1TaVV 

I ) "" ) """ t'~\ ~\ \ I tl 
6 ytVETat EV Tip avTtp. T)OVS o€ Kat XPTJULJLOS aJLa 

t1 fl f ~ "" '\\' t I ) 
etpT)Ta£ OT£ o a1Tovoatos· a/\1\ V1TEPEXOVTt ov 

JILVETa£ o TOL~VTOS cPLAOS, av JL~ Kat Tfj ap€Tfj 35 
t I , ~' I , ' IY ' 1\ t 

V1TEPE:X1JTat • Et o€ fLTJ, OVK taa~:,Et aVal\oyov V1T€p-
l ) I ~' ) I L} """' I L} 

EXOfLEVOS. ov 1Tavv o Etwuaat TOLOVTOt ytvEauat. 

E ) \ ~) 1' f ) I ,/,. \ I ' ) I \ 'I tat o ovv at Etp'Y)fLEVat 'f'tl\ta£ ev taOT'Y)T£ • Ta 1158 
' ' ' I , , ' ,/,. "" ' R 1\ yap avTa ytyvE:Ta£ a1T afL'f'OtV Kat JJOVI\OVTa£ 

' \ \ I \ " tl ) (}' f I ) \ \ I 
U/\1\YjllOtS, 'fJ ETEpOV av ET€pOV aVTtKaTa/\1\a'T-

a For this ' proportional equalization ' of the parties to 
an unequal friendship see c. vii. 2, c. xiii. 1. It would 
appear that the meaning here is, that unless the great man 
is also better than the good man, the good man cannot 
give more love or respect to the great man than the great man 
gives to him, which is the only way in which the good man can 
compensate the great man for giving more benefits than he 
gets, and so be put on an equality; see further on xx. i. 1. 
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in these there is more generosity of feeling, whereas 
the friendship of utility is a thing for sordid souls. 
Also those blessed with great prosperity have no need 
of useful friends, but do need pleasant ones, since 
they desire some society; and though they may put 
up with what is unpleasant for a short time, no one 
'vould stand it continually : you could not endure 
even the Absolute Good itself for ever, if it bored 
you ; and therefore the rich seek for friends who 
will be pleasant. No doubt they ought to require 
them to be good as well as pleasant, and also good 
for them, since then they would possess all the 

5 proper qualifications for friendship. But princes 
and rulers appear to keep their friends in separate 
compartments : they have some that are useful, 
and some that are pleasant, but rarely any that are 
both at once. For they do not seek for friends who 
are pleasant because they are good, or are us~ful for 
noble purposes, but look for witty people when they 
desire pleasure, and for the other sort seek men 
who are clever at executing their commissions ; 
and these two qualities are rarely found in the same 

6 person. The good man, as we have said, is both 
useful and pleasant, but the good man does not 
become the friend of a superior, unless his superior 
in rank be also his superior in virtue ; otherwise 
the good man as the inferior party cannot make 
matters proportionally equai.a But potentates of 
such superior excellence are scarcely common. 

7 But to resume : the forms of friendship of which 
we have spoken are friendships of equality, for both 
parties render the same benefit and wish the same 
good to each other, or else exchange b two different 

• i.e., equivalent amounts of two different things. 
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) I ""' ~ \ \ \ '~ I a\ \ I 
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l I ~ \ I I tl\ \ 
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1 ) I ) 

OJLOtOTTJTa EK€tVYJS. 
. . "E ~' ' ' ,/.. \ I .,.~ ' ()' f I Vll TEpov o EaTt 'f'tl\taS ELOOS TO Ka V7T€POX'YJV 1 

f' \ \ t \ \ tl\ ,Q I \ 
OLOV 7TaTpt 1TpOS VtOV Kat 01\WS 7TpEUJJVTEpt.p 7TpOS 

I )~I \ "' \ \" 
VEWTEpov, avopt TE 7Tpos yvvatKa Kat 7TaVT£ ap-

' ) I ~ ,/.. I ~t 'f' \ 
xovTt 7Tpos apxoJLEVOV. ota..,.,epovat o avTat Kat 
'\\ 1\ ' \ f ' \ ,.. \ I 

a/\1\'Y}I\WV• OV yap 'YJ aVT'YJ yovEVG£ 7TpOS TEKVa 15 
\ " \ ' I )\\' )~\ \ 

Kat apxovat 7Tpos apxoJLEVovs, a/\1\ ovoE 1TaTpt 
· \ f \ \ f"" \ I '~t ' ~ \ \ 

1Tpos vtov Kat vu.p npos 7TaTEpa, ovo avopt 7Tpos 
"' \ \ \ t1 ~ f I \ 

'YVVatKa Kat yvvlltKt 7Tpos avopa. ETEpa yap 
f I I f2' \ \ \ Jl tl 

EKaUTOV TOV'Tc.t!V ('¥] > ap€T'YJ Ka£ TO Epyov, ETEpa 
~\ \ ~' t\ ,/.. \ ,... fl 1' \ f ,/.. \I 
OE KaL ot a 'f'ti\OVUtv• ETEpaL OVV Kat at 'f'ti\1]GEtS 

\ f ,/.. \1 ' \ \ ~\ II I I Ka£ a£ 'f'ti\La£. TaVTa JLEV O'YJ OVTE Y"YVETat 20 
f I \ (} I '' ~ "" Y "' tl EKaTEpt.p 7Tapa arEpOV OVT€ OEt «:,1]TEtV• OTaV 
~\ ,.. \ I ' I t\ ~ "" "" I 
a£ 'Yovevat JLEV TEKVa a1TOVEJLTJ a oEt TOtS YEVV'YJ• 

"" ~\ tl S t\ ~"" "" I I aaa£, yovEtS OE VtEUtV a OE£ TOtS TEKVO£S, JLOVtJLOS 

1 8€ Ka! ljTTOll Lh I ~' "TTOll Kal r ed. 
1 Richards. a vUcnv om. Kb. 

• i.e., friendships based on pleasure or utility or both, 
in contrast to those based on virtue; although the latter 
also are, of course, ' friendships of equality.' The parenthesis 
breaks the flow of the argument. 

• They are not only different in kind but unequal ill 
value. 
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benefits, for instance pleasure and profit. (These • 
are less truly friendships, and less permanent, as 
we have said ; and opinions differ as to whether they 
are really friendships at all, o"'ing to their being both 
like and unlike the same thing. In view of their 
likeness to friendship based on virtue they do appear 
to be friendships, for the one contains pleasure and 
the other utility, and these are attributes of that 
form of friendship too ; but in that friendship based 
on virtue is proof against calumny, and permanent, 
while the others quickly change, besides differing 
in many other respects, they appear not to be real 
friendships, owing to their unlikeness to it.) 

1i But there is a different kind of friendship, which Friendships 

involves superiority of one party over the other, for of Unequall. 

example, the friendship between father and son, 
and generally ~etween an older person and a younger, 
and that between husband and wife, and between 
any ruler and the persons ruled. These friendships 
also vary among themselyes. The friendship be-
tween parents and children is not the same as that 
between ruler and ruled, nor indeed is the friend-
ship of father for son the same as that of son for 
father, nor that of husband for wife as that of wife 
for husband ; for each of these persons has a different 
excellence and function, and also different motives 
for their regard, and so the affection and friendship 

J they feel are different. Now in these unequal 
friendships the benefits that one party receives and 
is entitled to claim from the other are not the same lJ 

on either side ; but the friendship between parents 
and children will be enduring and equitable, when 
the children render to the parents the services due 
to the authors of one's being, and the parents to the 
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I 1' ,... 8 ,... ) I .,8 \ 
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,/... I\ \ I ""' ' 0 ,... 1' 8 \ 1' 
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1 [ol] ¢£7\oL Ramsauer: -i] ¢LA.la ? Bywater. 

ca i.e., unequal, and proportionate to the benefits received. 
b Lit. 'though many things are taken away, (friendship) 

still remains' ; apparently an allusion to the Sorites fallacy 
(ratio ruentis acervi, Hor. Epp. u. i. 47), How many grains 
can be taken from a heap of corn for it still to be a heap P 
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children those due to one's offspring. The affection 
rendered in these various unequal friendships should 
also be proportionate a : the better of the two parties, 
for instance, or the more useful or otherwise superior 
as the case mav be, should receive more affection 
than he bestows ; since when the affection rendered 
is proportionate to desert, this produces equality 
in a sense between the parties, and equality is felt 
to be an essential element of friendship. 

3 Equality in friendship, however, does not seem 
to be like equality in matters of justice. In the 
sphere of justice, ' equal ' (fair) means primarily 
proportionate to desert, and ' equal in quantity ' is 
only a secondary sense ; whereas in friendship 
' equal in quantity ' is the primary meaning, and 

' ' proportionate to desert ' only secondary. This is 
clearly seen when a wide disparity arises between 
two friends in point of virtue or vice, or of wealth, 
or anything else ; they no longer remain nor indeed 
expect to remain friends. This is most manifest in 
the case of the gods, whose superiority in every 
good attribute is pre-eminent; but it is also seen 
with princes : in their case also n1en much below 
them in station do not expect to be their friends, 
nor do persons of no particular merit expect to be 
the friends of men of distinguished excellence or 

lS 'visdom. It is true that we cannot fix a precise 
limit in such cases, up to which two men can still 
be friends ; the gap may go on widening and the 
friendship still remain b ; but when one becomes very 
remote from the other, as God is remote from man, 

6 it can continue no longer. This gives rise to tne 
question, is it not after all untrue that we wish our 
friends the greatest of goods ? for instance, can we 
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1 ot} Zwinger: OE. I Sylburg. 

• It is a contradiction in terms to wish a friend a good 
that involves a Joss of good. " c. ii. S. 

• i.e., the party to the friendship who gets more than 
he gives, and redresses the balance by repaying more 
affection or esteem than he receives. 

4 Or possibly ' so what they really enjoy is being assured, • 
etc. 
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wish them to becon1e gods ? for then they will lose 
us as friends, and therefore lose certain goods, for 
friends are goods.a If then it was rightly said 
above b that a true friend wishes his friend's good for 
that friend's own sake, the friend would have to 
remain himself, whatever that may be ; so that he 
will really wish him only the greatest goods com
patible 'vith his remaining a human being. And 
perhaps not all of these, for everybody wishes good 
things for him.self most of all. 

riii Most men however, because they love honour, Inequality 

seem to be more desirous of receiving than of bestow- ~!~~~! bJ 
ing affection. Hence most men like flattery, for a 
flatterer is a friend who is your inferior, cor pretends 
to be so, and to love you more than you love him ; 
but to be loved is felt to be nearly the same as to 

2 be honoured, which most people covet. They do 
not however appear to value honour for its own sake, 
but for something incidental. to it. Most people 
like receiving honour from men of high station, 
because they hope for something from them : they 
think that if they want something, the great man 
will be able to give it them; so they enjoy being 
honoured by him as a token of benefits to come. 
Those on the other hand who covet being honoured 
by good men, and by persons who know them, do 
so from a desire to confirm their own opinion of 
themselves ; so d these like honour because they 
are assured of their worth by their confidence in the 
judgement of those who assert it. Affection on the 
other hand men like for its own sake ; from which 
we infer that it is more valuable than honour, and 

. that friendship is desirable in itself. 



ARISTOTLE 

8 8oKEt o' EV T(jJ cPLAELV pJi>J..ov ~ lv T/jJ cpt'Aeia8a£ 
1' "" ~' f I ,... ,/.. \ """ I 

£LVa£. GY)Jl-ELOV 0 at J-tY)TEpES' TlfJ '1-'L/\ELV xatpovaat• 
Jl ' ' ~ r:;:l 1 ' f ..... 'A.. 8 \ £Vtat yap (EK )OLOOUG£ Ta EaV'TWV Tp6.pEG at, Kat, 

cptAovat ftEV elov'iat, avTu/nAE'iaOat S' ov 'Y)TOVGLV, so 
'' ' A..' ' '~, ,,,, f ' ' .... 
eav aft"fOTEpa JkYJ evoEXYJTat, a/\1\ tKavov avTats 
J/ 1' ' \ t "" "i' I \ 
EOLKEV ELVaL, EUV opwatV EV 7TpaTTOVTaS, Kat, 

' \ ,/.,. \ "" ' I .,, ) "" ~\ 'F' 
aVTaL 'f'U\OVaLV aVTOVS, KaV EKELJJO£ J.LYJOEV WV 

\ I ) I ~ \ \ J/ ""'' 4 J.tYJTpt 7TpOaYJKEt a1TOVEf1.WGL OLa 'TY)V ayvotaV. ftai\-

Aov o€ 'TYJS ¢>tl..tas OVaYJS ev Tip ~LAEtV, Kat 

TWV cPLAofj;tl..wv E1TaLVOVJLEVWV, cfoll..wv apeTfi TO 35 
,/..\" J/ tl ') 1' ,.... I ' 
'f'LI\ELV EOLKEV. WG'T EV OlS TOV'TO YLVETa£ KaT 

' (; I 1' I ,/.. 1\ \ f I ,/.,. \ I 
as taV, OV'TOL J.LOVLJLOL 'f'LI\OL Kat YJ TOV'TWV 'f'LI\La. 115! 

~~ ~) .,, \ t " I\ ' 1' ,/.. 1\ 
I) OV'TW 0 av KUL OL aVLGOL J-taALa'T ELEV 'f'L/\0£ • 

) I y \ J/ f ~) ) I \ f I 

LaasOLV'TO yap av. 7J 0 taOTY)S KaL OjLOtO'TYJS 
,/.. \ I \ 1\ \ f ""' ' ) \ 
'f'~I\O'TYJS, KaL f-1-U/\LG'Ta fLEV YJ TWV KaT apETYJV 

t I I \ J/ (}' f \ \ 
OJLOLOTY)S'• fLOVLftOL, yap OVTES' Ka aVTOVS Ka£ 

\ ' \ \ I\ I \ J/ ~ I ,/.. 1\ 
1Tp0S' a/\1\Y)t\OVS fLEVOVG£, Kat OV'T€ OEOVTaL 'f'UVI\WV 5 

''(}' f ,.. .... ' \ \ ' t ' ..... ' OV V7TYJpETOVGL TOLaVTa, a/\1\ WS' €£7TELV Kat 
~ \ I ""' ' f) ,... \ I ' ) \ 
oLaKWI\VOVG£ • TWV aya WV yap J.LYJT aVTOVS 

t I I "" ,/.,. 1\ ) I t ~ \ 
afLapTaVELV JL?]TE 'TOLS "fLI\OLS' E1TLTpE1TELV. 0£ O€ 

f) \ \ \ Q IQ ' J/ '~ \ \ 
/LOX YJpOt 'TO fLEV JJEJJULOV OVK EXOVatv• OVO€ yap 

f ""' ~ I ~I Jl ) ) )\I ~ \ 
aVTOlS OLUfLEVOVGLV OfLOLOL OVTES'• E1T 01\tyov O€ 

I I ,/.,. 1\ I ""' ) \ \ I\ 
xpovov YLY~'O~''TUL "fLI\OL, xatpOV'TES' TTJ a/\1\?}1\WV 10 

6 f) I t I ~\ \ tr:::"" ) \ \"" 
p.,ox Yjptq.. ot XP"~]GLf.LOL oE KaL I]OELS E7Tt 1TI\Etov 
~ I tl ' ,, 'Y t ~ ' "' 
oLafLEVOVatv• EWS yap av 1TOpt«:,WGLV YJOOVUS' TJ 

',/.,. \ I '\\ 1\ '(; ) I ~\ 1\ \ 
W"f€1\ELaS' ai\1\Y)/\OLS'. Es EVUV'TLWV O€ fLai\LGTa JLEV 

OOKEL ~ Sul To XP~GLJLOV ylyvea8at ~tAla, ofov 
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8 But in its essence friendship seems to consist more 
in giving than in receiving affection : witness the 
pleasure that mothers take in loving their children. 
Some mothers put their infants out to nurse, and 
though kno,ving and loving them, do not ask to be 
loved by them in return, if it be impossible to have 
tlus as well, but are content if they see them prosper
ing ; they retain their own love for them even though 
the children, not knowing them, cannot render them 

4 any part of,vhat is due to a mother. As then friend
ship consists more especially in besto,ving affection, 
and as we praise men for loving their friends, affection 
peems to be the mark of a good friend. lienee it is 
friends that love each other as each deserves who 
continue friends and whose friendship is lasting. 

5 Also it is by rendering affection in proportion to Lik~nessthe 
d t th t f · d h t 1 basts of true eser a r1en s w o are no equa s may ap- Friendship 
proach most riearly to true friendship, since this will (1st Diffi· 

k h 1 A •t . t . J•t d culty of c. ma e t em equa. m1 y cons1s s In equa 1 y an i. 6). 

similarity, especially the similarity of those who are 
alike in virtue ; for being 'true to themselves, these 
also remain true to one another, and neither request 
nor render services that are morally degrading. 
Indeed they rna y be said actually to restrain each 
other from evil : since good men neither err them
selves nor permit their friends to err. Bad men on 
the other hand have no constancy in friendship, for 
they do not even remain true to their own characters ; 
but they can be friends for a short time, "·hile they 

6 take pleasure in each other's wickedness. The 
friendships of useful and pleasant people last longer, 
in fact as long as they give each other pleasure 

· or benefit. It is friendship based on utility that 
seems most frequently to ~pring from opposites, for 

4t8S 
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instance a friendship between a poor man and a 
rich one, or bet,veen an ignorant man and a learned ; 
for a person desiring something which he happens 
to lack will give something else in return for it. 
One may bring under this class the friendship 
between a lover and the object of his affections, or 
between a plain person and a handsome one. This 
is why lovers sometimes appear ridiculous when 
they claim that their love should be equally recipro
cated ; no doubt if they are equally lovable this is 
a reasonable demand, but it is ridiculous if they 
have nothing attractive about them. 

7 But perhaps there is no real attraction between ~e attrae
opposites as such, but only accidentally, and what !l~~s c:f:ey~o
they actually desire is the mean between them dental. 

(since this is the Good); the dry for instance striv-
ing not to . become wet, but to reach an inter-
mediate state, and so with the hot, and everything 
else. Let us ho,vever dismiss· this question, as being 
indeed somewhat foreign.to our subject. 

lx The objects and the personal relationships with II. The 
hi h f · d h" · d "d social aspect w c r1en s 1p IS concerne appear, as was sa1 of Friend· 

at the outset, a to be the same as those which are the ship: i~s 
h f . . F . h. fi d conneXIOD sp ere o J ust1ce. or In every partners 1p we n with 

mutual rights of some sort, and also friendly feeling : ~~~~~i~! 
one notes that shipmates and fellow-soldiers speak 1x. iii 

of each other as ' my friend,' and so in fact do ~r:!~dship 
the partners in any joint undertaking. But their ~ccom11panral· 
f . d hi . li . d h f h . . mg a socl r1en s p IS m1te to t e extent o t e1r assoc1a- relations. 
tion in their common business, for so also are their 
mutual rights as associates. Again, the proverb 
says 'Friends' goods are common property,' and this 
is correct, since community is the essence of friend-

S ship. Brothers have all things in common, and 
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• See c. v. 3, note. 
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so do members of a comradeship a ; other friends 
hold special possessions in common, more or fewer 
in different cases, inasmuch as friendships vary in 
degree. The claims of justice also differ in different 
relationships. The mutual rights of parents and 
children are not the same as those between brothers ; 
the obligations of members of a comradeship not the 
same as those of fellow-citizens ; and similarly with 

3 the other forms of friendship. Injustice therefore 
also is differently constituted in each of these relation
ships: wrong is increasingly serious in proportion as 
it is done to a nearer friend. For exarnple, it is more 
shocking to defraud a comrade of money than a 
fellow-citizen; or to refuse aid to a brother than 
to do so to a stranger; or to strike one's father than 
to strike anybody else. Similarly it is natural that 
the claims of justice also should increase with the 
nearness of· the friendship, since friendship and 
justice exist between the same persons and are 
co-extensive in range. 

4 But all associations are parts as it were of the 
association of the State. Travellers for instance 
associate together for some advantage, namely to 
procure some of their necessary supplies. But the 
political association too, it is believed, was originally 
formed, and continues to be maintained, for the 
advantage of its members : the aim of lawgivers is 
the good of the community, and justice is sometimes 
defined as that which is to the common advantage. 

5 Thus the other associations aim at some particular 
advantage ; for example sailors combine to seek 
the profits of seafaring in the way of trade or the 
like, comrades in arms the gains of warfare, their 
aim being either plunder, or victory over the 
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1 1r6'A€ws <a-wr'l}plas) Richards. 
a [tvLa.L oE • • • (j'i.ov J Wilson. 
' TE add. r. 

1 Richards. 

a Literally ' plunder or victory or a city ' ; the last words 
may refer either to colonists or exiles who obtain a new 
abode by conquest, or to civil war ; but the expression is 
improbable, and perhaps should be emended to 'or to 
defend the city.' 
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enemy or the capture of a city a ; and similarly the 
members of a tribe or parish b (And some associations 
appear to be formed for the sake of pleasure, for 
example religious guilds and dining-clubs, which 
are unions for sacrifice and social intercou!"se. But 
all these associations seem to be subordinate to the 
association of the State, which aims not at a temporary 
advantage but at one covering the whole of life.] 
combine to perform sacrifices and hold festivals in 
connexion with them, thereby both paying honour 
to the gods and providing pleasant holidays for 
themselves. For it may be noticed that the sacrifices 
and festivals of ancient origin take place after 
harvest, being in fact harvest-festivals; this is 
because that was the season of the year at which 

6 people had most leisure. All these associations then 
appear to be parts of the association of the State; 
and the limited friendships which we reviewed will 
correspond to the limited associations from which 
they spring. 

X Now there are three forms of constitution, and also Analogy of 

I b f . . f private and an equa num er o perversions or corruptions o political 
those forms. The constitutions are Kingship, Aris- rhe~ation0- 1 
t d th. dl •t · b d 8 tps. asocracy, an Ir y, a const1 ut1on ase on a sification of 

property classification, which it seems appropriate fo~stitu
to describe as timocratic, although most people are 

10 
s. 

accustomed to speak of it merely as a constitutional 
2 government or Republic. The best of these con

stitutions is ·Kingship, and the worst Timocracy. 
The perversion of Kingship is Tyranny. Both are 
monarchies, but there is a very wide difference 
between them : a tyrant studies his own advantage. 

• The bracketed sentences, as Cook Wilson points oui, 
look like an interpolated fragment of a parallel version. 
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1 ouoe ? Richards. a ~ap Hel. Ar.: oe. 

• Probably the text should read 'a king is not a king 
at all unless ' 

• Literally ' a king elected by lot,' like the annual archon 
at Athens, who had the title of king, but retained only 
certain religious functions from the primitive monarchy. 
490 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, VIII. x. 2-3 

a king that of his subjects. For a monarch is not a 
king a if he does not possess independent resources, 
and is not better supplied with goods of every kind 
than his subjects; but a ruler so situated lacks 
nothing, and therefore will not study his own 
interests but those of his subjects. (A king who is 
not independent of his subjects will be merely a sort 
of titular king.b) Tyranny is the exact opposite in 
this respect, for the tyrant pursues his own good. 
The inferiority of Tyranny among the perversions is 
more evident than that of Timocracy among the con
stitutions, for the opposite of the best must be the 
worst. 

a When a change of constitution takes place, King
ship passes into Tyranny, because Tyranny is the bad 
form of monarchy, so that a bad king becomes a 
tyrant. Aristocracy passes into Oligarchy owing to 
badness in the rulers, who do not distribute what the 
State has to offer according to desert, but give all or 
most of its benefits to themselves, and always assign 
the offices to the same p·ersons, because they set 
supreme value upon riches ; thus power is in the 
hands of a few bad men, instead of being in the hands 
of the best men. Timocracy passes into Democracy, 
there being an affinity between them, inasmuch as 
the ideal of Timocracy also is government by the 
mass of the citizens, and within the property qualifica
tion all are equal. Democracy is the least bad of 
the perversions, for it is only a very small deviation 
from the constitutional form of government.c These 
are the commonest ways in which revolutions occur 
in states, since they involve the smallest change, and 

. come about most easily. 

• i.e., timocracy : see § 1 fin. 
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1 (')'lvn-a.L oE) Par. (Richards). 
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' One may find likenesses and so to speak models The analo
of these various forms of constitution in the house- go

1
ust.ramil7 

. • rea lOD· 
hold. The relationship of father to sons is regal in ships. 

type, since a father's first care is for his children's 
welfare. This is why Homer styles Zeus ' father,' 
for the ideal of kingship is paternal government. 
Among the Persians paternal rule is tyrannical, for 
the Persians use their sons as slaves. The relation 
of master to slaves is also tyrannic, since in it the 
master's interest is aimed at. The autocracy of a 
master appears to be right, that of the Persian father 
wrong ; for different subjects should be under 

5 different forms of rule. The relation of husband to 
wife seems to be in the nature of an aristocracy : 
the husband rules in virtue of fitness, and in matters 
that belong to a man's sphere ; matters suited to a 
woman he hands over to his wife. When the husband 
controls everything, he transforms the relationship 
into an oligarchy, for he governs in violation of fitness, 
and not in virtue of superiority. And sometimes 
when the wife is an heiress it is she who rules. In 
these cases then authority goes not by virtue but 

6 by wealth and power, as in an oligarchy. The 
relation between brothers constitutes a sort of 
timocracy ; they are equals, save in so far as they 
differ in age ; hence, if the divergence in age be 
great, the friendship between them cannot be of the 
fraternal type. Democracy appears most fully in 
households without a master, for in them all the 
members are equal ; but it also prevails where the 
ruler of the house is weak, and everyone is allowed 
to do what he likes. 

~ Under each of these forms of government we find 
friendship existing between ruler and ruled, to the 
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1 elrEv om. Kb. I TaUTa ? Richards : ravra. 8 ed. 

a Sc., because their children cannot fully repay their 
services in kind. 

& The word ' good ' looks like an interpolation. The 
sense seems to require ' a larger share of affection ' ( ifJL"'Alas, 
or ¢L"'A-Ij<Fews, understood) ; it is clear throughout that in 
an unequal friendship the superior party receives not more 
but less benefit (though more affection) than the inferior. 
In c. x. 5 the conjugal association is compared to the 
aristocratic polity in virtue of the fact that the superior 
party has more power, not more benefit ; and from c. x. 8 
it appears that when the ruling class takes all or most of 
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same extent as justice. The friendship of a king ~orrespond 
for his subjects is one of superiority in beneficence ; ~~ga~~~~~Y 
for a king does good to his subjects, inasmuch as panyi~g 
being good he studies to promote their welfare, as a AffectiOn. 

shepherd studies the welfare of his sheep ; hence 
Homer called Agamemnon ' shepherd of the people.' 

2 The friendship of a father for his child is of the same 
kind (only here the benefits bestowed are greater, 
for the father is the source of the child's existence, 
which seems to be the greatest of all boons, and of 
its nurture and education ; and we also ascribe the 
same benefits to our forefathers). For it is as 
natural for a father to rule his children, and fore
fathers those descended from them, as for a king to 

3 rule his subjects. These friendships then involve 
a superiority of benefits on one side, which is why 
parents receiye honour as well as service." The 
claims of justice also, therefore, in these relations 
are not the same on both sides, but proportionate 
to desert, as is the affectio.n bestowed. 

4: The friendship between husband and wife again 
is the same as that which prevails between rulers 
and subjects in an aristocracy; for it is in proportion 
to excellence, and the better party receives the 
larger share [of good], b whilst each party receives 
what is appropriate to each ; and the same is true 
of the claims of justice on either side. 

0 Friendship between brothers is like that between 
members of a comradeship : the two parties are 
equal in station and age, and this usually implies 
identity of feelings and of character. The counter
part of fraternal friendship is that which exists under 

the benefits for itself, the government is no longer an aristo
cracy but an oligarchy. 
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1 rpt.A.la Kb : rptA.la. EO"Tl. 
1 Ramsauer. 

2 d.A.A.' om. Kb. 
' cpt.A.la. Ar.: cpt.A.la.J. 

• These words are better omitted, as they anticipate what 
comes below. • c. ix. 1. 
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the timocratic form of constitution; since the ideal 
of Timocracy is that all citizens shall be equal and 
shall be good, so that they all rule in turn, and all 
have an equal share of power ; and therefore the 
friendship between them is also 9ne of equality. 

6 Under the perverted forms of constitution friend
ship like justice can have but little scope, and 
least of all in the worst: there is little or no friend
ship between ruler and subjects in a tyranny. For 
where there is nothing in common between ruler 
and ruled, there can be no friendship between 
them either, any more than there can be justice. 
It is like the relation between a craftsman and his 
tool, or between the soul and the body [or between 
master and slave a] : all these instruments it is 
true are benefited by the persons who use them, 
but there ca:ri be no friendship, nor justice, towards 
inanimate things ; indeed not .even towards a horse 
or an ox, nor yet towards a slave as slave. For 
master and slave have .nothing in common: a 
slave is a living tool, just as a tool is an inanimate 

7 slave. Therefore there can be no friendship with a 
slave as slave, though there can be as human being : 
for there seems to be some room for justice in the 
relations of every human being with every other 
that is capable of participating in law and contract, 
and hence friendship also is possible with everyone 

8 so far as he is a human being. Hence even in 
tyrannies there is but little scope for friendship and 
justice between ruler and subjects; but there is most 
room for them in democracies, where the citizens 

. being equal have many things in common. 
Iii All friendship, as we have said, b involves com

munity ; but the friendship between relatives and 
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1 [l>vra] ? Richards. 
I [rt] om. Kb. a r4} lxovrt om. pr. Kh. 
' r.pofA.86vros xpovov Kb: 7rpOEA8ovra TOLS xpovots. 

4 Cf. VI. xi. 2 and note. 
b That is, greater certainty of parentage, c1oser affinity 

and earlier commencement of affection. 
• Or ' a second self produced by separation from oneself.' 
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between members of a comradeship may be set Kinsmen 

apart as being less in the nature of partnerships ;~Se~m
than are the friendships bet,veen fellow-citizens, 
fellow-tribesmen, shipmates, and the like ; since 
these seem to be founded as it were on a definite 
compact. With the latter friendships may be 
classed family ties of hospitality bet,veen foreigners. 

2 Friendship between relatives itself seems to in- Paren~I 
elude a variety of species, but all appear to derive ~3e:tY:!. 
from the affection of parent for child. For parents 
love their children as part of themselves, whereas 
children love their parents as the source of their 
being. Also parents know their offspring with more 
certainty than children know their parentage ; and 
progenitor is more attached to progeny than progeny 
to progenitor, since that which springs from a thing 
belongs to _the thing from \vhich it springs-for 
instance, a tooth or hair or what not to its owner
whereas the thing it springs from does not belong 
to it at all, or only in a ~ess degree. The affection 
of the parent exceeds that of the child in duration 
also ; parents love their children as soon as they 
are born, children their parents only when time has 
elapsed and they have acquired understanding,a or at 

3 least perception. These considerations b also explain 
why parental affection is stronger in the mother. 
Parents then love their children as themselves 
(one's offspring being as it were another self-other 
because separate c) ; children love their parents as 
the source of their being ; brothers love each other 
as being from the same source, since the identity 
of their relations to that source identifies them with 
one another, which is why we speak of 'being of 
the same blood ' or • of the same stock ' or the like ; 
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' I I ""'\ '\'"" '"" EK 'TOVTWV GVVlpKELWVTat• Tip yap a7TO 'TWV aVTWV 

1' I ~' f \ ' I t ~' '\ EtVat• ytyVOVTat 0 Ot fLEV OLKELOTEpot OL 0 al\• 
\ I ""' I 't\ I \ ) \ 

1\0TpLWTEpOt, 'Tlp GVVEYYV~ TJ 1Toppw TOV apxYJYOV 
1' J1 ~' t \ \ ""' ,./.. \ I I 6 ELVa£. EGT£ 0 'YJ J.LEV 1rp0~ yovEL~ 'f/LI\La TEKVOtS, 

\ ) f) I \ () I 1 f \ ) (}' \ 
Kat av pw1rots npos eovs, w~ 1rpos aya ov Kat 1 
t I 1' \ I \ I ""' 

V1TEpexov· ev yap 1TE1TOtY]Kaat Ta J.LEytaTa • Tov 
\ 1' \ ,./..'"" , \ ' 

'Yap ELVa£ Kat Tpa'YYJVat, atTtOt., Kat 'YE'VOJ.LEVOLS' 
.... ~ ()"' )I ~ \ ' \ f~ \ \ \ 6 Tov Tratoev YJVat. EXE£ oe Kat To 'Y}oV Kat To 

I t I ,./.. i\1 "'i\i\ ""' '() I XPYJGLJ.LOV 'Y} TOtO...VTYJ 'f'" ta J.La ov TWV o VELWV, 
fl ' I t Ql ' .... ' I ,, ~ \ 
oacp Kat KOtVOTEpOS' 0 JJLO~ aVTOl.S E'UTLV. E'U'Tt 0€ 

' ' .... ' ~ i\,.1.. '"" f! \ ' '"" f .... ' Kat E'V TTJ ao~ 'f'LKrJ a'TTEp Kat. E'V TTJ E'TatptKTJ, Kat 10 
-"'\\ ' "' ' I \ fli\ ' "' f I J.La/\1\0V EV 'TOLS' €1TLE'LK€Gt Kat 0 WS' EV TOtS' OflOtOtS', 

fl ' I \ ' '"" f I I 
oacp OLKE'tOTEpOt Kat EK YEVETYJS' V'TTapxovat UTEp-

' \ \ 'i\ \ tl t f) I t ' 
'YOV'TE~ ai\I\Y] OVS', Kat oacp OJLOYJ EUTE'pOt 0£ E'K 

""' ' '"" \ I ,./.. \ ~ f)' 'TWV aVTWV Kat UVVTpOw..pOt Kat 1Tato€V EV'TES 

t I \t \ \ I ~ I i\' 
OJ.LOLW~· Kat '1) KaTa TOV XPOVOV OOK£J.LaGta '1T E'tG'TTJ 

1 Ka.l • • • 8eovs secl. Ramsauer. 

• .qx,~ 7fXtKa. sc. -r€p1ret, Rhet. I. xi. 1871 b 15. ' Crabbed 
age and youth cannot live together.' In its fuller form the 
proverb continues, ' the old get on with the old,' ~x,~ 7}XtKa. 
-rip1re, "(Epwv o€ -re -rip1re "(epovra. schol. ad Plat. Phaedr. 
240 c. The next phrase appears to be a proverb as well. 
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brothers are therefore in a manner the same being, 
' though embodied in separate persons. But friend

ship between brothers is also greatly fostered by 
their common upbringing and similarity of age ; 
' two of an age agree,' a and ' familiarity breeds 
fellowship,' which is why the friendship between 
brothers resembles that between members of a 
comradeship. Cousins and other relatives derive 
their attachment from the fraternal relationship, 
since it is due to their descent from the same ancestor; 
and their sense of attachment is greater or less, 
according as the common ancestor is nearer or more 
remote. 

1 The affection of children for their parents, like 
that of men for the gods, is the affection for what is 
good, and superior to oneself; for their parents have 
bestowed on them the greatest benefits in being 
the cause of their existence and rearing, and later 

6 of their education. Also the friendship between 
parents and children affords a greater degree both 
of pleasure and of utility than that between persons 
unrelated to each other, inasmuch as they have more 
in common in their lives. 

Friendship between brothers has the same char- Fraternal 
acteristics as that between members of a comradeship, Affection. 

and has them in a greater degree, provided they 
are virtuous, or resemble one another in any 
way b ; inasmuch as brothers belong more closely 
to each other, and have loved each other from birth, 
and inasmuch as children of the same parents, who 
have been brought up together and educated alike, 
are more alike in character; also with brothers the 
test of time has been longest and most reliable. 

• So. not only when they are alike in virtue. 
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7 ' f1 .a , , 1\ ~' ' , ""' ' ""' 11 Kat EtJaLOTaTT}. aVai\Oyov O€ Kat EV 'TOLS I\OL1TOt.S 
.... ..... \ ,/.. \ , '~ \ ~\ \ \ 

TWV avyyEvwv Ta 'f'tl\tKa. avopt, oe Kat, yvvatKt, 
,J.\1 ~ "' \ ,J.I f I "(} \ 
'rt/Ua OOK€1.. KaTa t.pVGtV V1Tapxetv• av pW7TOS yap 

"",/..1 ~ \ .-.\\ ~ \ I tl 
TlJ 't'VGEt GVVoVaGTU<OV /-ta/\1\0V TJ 1TOI\t'TLKOV, oacp 

I \ ) I ' I 1\ \ 
7TpOT€pOV Kat avayKatOTEpOV Ot.Kta 71'01\EWS, Kat 

I I "" r I "' \ 1' 
'TEKV07TOtta KOLVOTEpov TOtS ~lpOtS. 'TOtS /-tEV OVV 
N\ \ ' \ ,.. t I ' I t ~, 

a/\1\0t.S' €7Tt TOGOVTOV 'YJ KOtVWVta EGTtV, Ot 0 
J1 (} , I ,.. I I 
av pW7TO£ OV /-tOVOV TY)S TEKV07TOLtaS xaptV GVV- 20 

.... ' ''' ' ..... ' ' Rl '(}' ' OtKOVGt.V, a/\1\a Kat. TWV ELS 'TOV tJLOV• EV VS yap 
~I ''I \'I fl ,~, \ 
OLlJPTJTa£ Ta epya, Kat EUTLV €TEpa avopos Kat 

I ' ,... 1' ' \ \ I\ ' \ \ 
')IVVat.KOS• €7TapKOVULV OVV a/V\Y)I\OLS, EtS TO KO£VOV 

(} I \ ''~ ~ \ """ ~ \ \ \ I 
Tt EVTES Ta tota. ot-a TavTa oe Kat. To XPYJUL~-tov 

1' ~ "' ' ' t~\ ' , .... ,/.. \1 ,, 
ELVa£ OOKEt Kat TO YJOV EV TaVT'[J TlJ 't'LI\LCf. El.TJ 25 
~) 'I\ \ ~ ) ' I t ' "' 1' '' \ 
0 av Kat ot apETYJV, €£ €7TLELKELS Et.Ev• EGT£ yap 
f. I ) I \ I 'I\ A I 

EKaTEpOV apETY), Kat xatpotEV av 'Tlp TOtOVTlp. 
I~ ~\ \ I ~ "" 1' ~ \ (}""' 

GVVOEG/-tOS OE Ta 'TEKVa OOKEL EU'at, OtO aTTOV 
t " ~ \I \ \ I \ ) (}' 

Ot UTEKVOt otai,\VOVTat • Ta yap TEKVa KOLVOV aya OV 
' ,/.."' I ~\ \ I \ ~\ """ 8 a/-t't'OtV, GVVEXEt OE TO KOLVOV. TO 0€ 7TWS GV~-t· 
R I , ~ ' ' .... ' tl\ ,./.. ,, \ 
JJLWTEov avopt 7rpos yvvatKa Kat OI\WS 't'LI\!p 7Tpos so 
cplAov, oi,8€v ETEpov cpalvETat 'Y)TE'ia8at ~ TTWS' 

~ ' ' \ ' ' ,/.. ' .... ,/.. ,, ' OLKatov• OV yap TaVTOV 't'aLVE'Tat T!p 't'LI\lp 1TpOS 
' ,/.. 1\ ' \ '(} ... ' \ f ... ' \ 'TOV 't'LI\OV Kat TOV 0 VELOV Kat TOV ETatpov Kat TOV 

GV/-trpOLTYJT~V. 
xiii T ptTTWV o' ovawv cptAtWV, Ka8aTTEP EV apxfi 

" \ (}' t I ,... \ t t I 
EtpY)Ta£, Kat Ka EKaGTYJV TWV /-tEV EV t.GOTY)Tf, 86 

a i.e., in proportion to the closeness of the relationship: 
cf. § 4 fin. " See r. vii. 6, note. 

0 l\'1 ore universal than the gregarious instinct, which 
finds its highest expression in the state. 
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7 The degrees of friendship between other relatives 
vary correspondingly. a 

The friendship between husband and wife appears Conju~l 
to be a natural instinct ; since man is by nature a AffectioD. 

pairing creature even more than he is a political 
creature,b inasmuch as the family is an earlier and 
more fundamental institution than the State, and 
the procreation of offspring a more general c char
acteristic of the animal creation. So whereas with 
the other animals the association of the sexes aims 
only at continuing the species, human beings cohabit 
not only for the sake of begetting children but also 
to provide the needs of life ; for with the human race 
division of labour begins at the outset, and man and 
woman have different functions ; thus they supply 
each other's wants, putting their special capacities 
into the common stock. Hence the friendship of 
man and wife seems to be one of utility and pleasure 
combined. But it may also be based on virtue, if 
the partners be of high moral character ; for either 
sex has its special virtue, arid this may be the ground 
of attraction. Children, too, seem to be a bond of 
union, and therefore childless marriages are more 
easily dissolved ; for children are a good possessed 
by both parents in common, and common property 
holds people together. 

8 The question what rules of conduct should govern 
the relations between husband and wife, and gener
ally between friend and friend, seems to be ultimately 
a question of justice. There are different claims of 
justice between friends and strangers, between 
members of a comradeship and schoolfellows. 

ii · There are then, as we said at the outset, three 
kinds of friendship, and in each kind there .are both 

508 



ARISTOTLE 

~ ,, II A ~ ' ()' f I ( \ \ 'f'LI\WV OVTWV TWV OE Ka V1TEPOXTJV Kat yap 
f I ) (} \ ,/.. 1\ I \ ' I I 

OJ.LOLWS aya 0£ '-fJL/\01, ytVOVTat Kat aJ.LELVWV XEtpovt, 1162 
t I ~' ' t~ "" ' ~ ' ' I ' IY OJ.LOLWS oe Kat ?JOEtS Kat ota TO XP?JULJ.LOV, taasoVTES 

"" ',/..\I \ ~ rl...' ) \ ,, \ TatS WV'€1\EtatS Kat otaV'EpOVTES , TOVS taOVS JLEV 

KaT' la6TY)Ta Set T<P cpt,Aetv Kat TOtS Aot1TOtS 
' IY \ ~' , ' A '1 ' 1\ A taasetv, Tovs o avtaovs Tlf:J To aval\oyov Tats 

2 t "" ) ~~I I ~\ \ ' \I 
V1TEpoxat.s a1rootuovat. ytyverat ue Ta eyKI\Y]fLaTa· 5 

' t I ~I, ' "" ' ' I ,/.. \ I 't\ Kat at J.LEJ.L'rEtS ev T'[J KaTa To XPYJUtfLOV 'fJti\LCf TJ 
I 'I\ 1\ '\ I f \ \ ~ ) ' \ 

ftOJJ'[} ?J fLal\taTa, €VI\OYWS. 0£ JLEV yap UL apET?JV 

cpl,\ot, OVTES EO Spav aAA~Aovs 71poOv~OVVTaL 
(TOVTO yap apeTfjs Kat cptAlas), 71pbs TOVTO 8' 
t \\ I ' )f ) \I )~\ I 

aJLLAI\WJLEVwv ovK ear tv eyKATJJLaTa ovoe JLaxat • 
' ' ,/.. \ "" \ 1' ..... '~ ' ~ TOll yap 'fJti\OVVTa Kat €V 7TOLOVVTa OVOEtS ova- lO 

I '\\) '' 1' I ) I 1' ~ "" xepatVEt, a/\1\ EaV '[} xaptEtS, aJLVVETat €V opwv· 
f ·~, t {31\\ I 1' ),/../ ) 't\ o o v1Tep a/\1\wv, Tvyxavwv ov e'fJtETat, ovK av 

eyKaAolYJ T<P cplAq), EKaUTOS1 yap TOV ayaOov 
',J..I ' I ~' '~' ) "" ~ ) t ~ I tl 8 €'-fJtETat. OV TTaVV 0 OVO €V TOtS Ot TJOOVYJV • afLa 

\ ' ,./... ,., I 1' ' I ) """ ~ I yap aJLV'OLV ytveTat ov opeyovTat, et Tlf:J avvutayetv 
1 \ "" ~) 'I\ ,/.. I \ f3 ) \ ""' 

xatpovatv• YEI\OLOS o av 'fJatVOI.TO Kat 0 eyKai\WV 16 
""' \ I 'C \ \ I f ~ \ 

'Tlf:J JLYJ TEp1TOVTt, E~ OV JLYJ GVVYJJLEpEVELV. YJ O€ 
~ \ \ I ' \ I ' ' ',/.. \ I \ ota TO XP?JULJLOV eyKI\YJfLaTtKYJ • €71 wV"E/\Etq, yap 

I ) \\ 1\ ) \ ~ \ I ~ I \ 
XPWJLEVOt a/\1\Y)I\OtS aet TOV 1TI\Etovos oeovTat, Kat, 

1 TclJ TO Coraes: TO (r~ corr. Par. 1417), KaTa TOr. 
I EKaT€pos rl\lb, gKaUTOS ••• i¢leTaL secl. Ramsauer. 
1 Kal o : o Kal ? ed. ~ roD secludendum ? ed. 

• i.e., the pleasure or utility as the case may be. 
' i.e., ' and by being good or pleasant or useful.' 
• The one who is less good or pleasant or useful must 

give more affection: see c. vi. 6, note, vii. 2. 
4 The last clause is suspected as an interpolation. 
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friends who are on an equal footing and friends on a The claim~ 
footing of disparity ; for two equally good men may ~~~iend· 
be friends, or one better man and one worse ; and (a) betwee• 

similarly with pleasant friends and 'vith those who Equals. 

are friends for the sake of utility, who may be equal 
or may differ in the amount of the benefits a which 
they confer. Those who are equals must make 
matters equal by loving each other, etc.,b equally; 
those who are unequal by making a return c pro
portionate to the superiority of whatever kind on 
the one side. 

2 Complaints and recriminations occur solely or 
chiefly in friendships of utility, as is to be expected. 
In a friendship based on virtue each party is eager 
to benefit the other, for this is characteristic of 
virtue and of friendship ; and as they vie with each 
other in giving and not in getting benefit, no com
plaints nor quarrels can arise, since nobody is angry 
with one who loves him and· benefits him, but on 
the contrary, if a person of good feeling, requites 
him with service in return ; and the one who outdoes 
the other in beneficence 'vill not have any complaint 
against his friend, since he gets 'vhat he desires, 

3 and what each man desires is the good.d Nor again 
are complaints likely to occur between friends whose 
motive is pleasure either; for if they enjoy each 
other's company, both alike get what they wish 
for ; and indeed it would seem ridiculous to find 
fault with somebody for not being agreeable to you, 
when you need not associate 'vith him if you do not 

4 want to do so. But a friendship whose motive is 
utility is liable to give rise to complaints. For here 
the friends associate with each other for profit, and 
so each always wants more, and thinks he is getting 
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,, , ,, .... , ' 
El\aTTOl' EXELV otovTat TOV 1TpOG7JKOVTO~, Kat, 

I,/... tl ' ~ ~~ I 
f.LEfL'f'OV'TaL OTL OVX OaWV OEOVTaL 'TOaOVTWV TVy• 

I 'I(; ,I t ~' "i' ""' ' ~ I 
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' "" ""' rl t I ~I 
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\ N ,/... \ ~\ \ I \ ""' \ \ 
JLEV aypa'f'ov TO oE KaTa vop..ov, Kat TTJ~ Kara TO 

I ,~... , , t , , 0 , t ~ , , 1' 
XPYJatp..ov 'f'LI\La~ "'} p..ev "'} LK"f} "'} oE vop..tK"f} Etvat. 

I "i' \ ) ' I I\ (}' ~ \ \ 
YLYVETat ovv Ta eyKI\YJfLaTa fLU/\La oTav JL"f} KaTa 

\ ' \ \\ I(; \ ~ \ I 'I 6 T"f)V aVT"f}V avva/\;\as wat Kat vta/\VWVTat. eaT£ 25 

D~1 VOfLLK~ f.L~V ~2 
E7Tt PYJTOL~' ~ [.LEV 7TUfL7TaV ayopata 

' ' ' .... t ~ \ ,, {} ' ' 
EK xetpo~ EtS XELpa, TJ oE E/\EV eptwTepa EtS 

I (}' t \ I ~ \ I ' \ I ~ ""' \ 
XPOVOV, Ka Of.LO/\OyLaV OE 'Tt UVTt Ttvos· 0"1}1\0V 
~' ' I \ ',/... 1\ ' ' A ,, ,/... \ ' 
0 EV 'TUVTTJ 'TO O~ELI\Yjf.La KOVK afL'-jJL/\Oyov, ~LI\LKOV 
~\ \ ' fJ \\ " ~ \ ' 'I ' '\ O€ 'T"f}V ava 01\Y)V EXEt• OLO 1Tap EVtOLS OUt< ELat 

I ~I '\\' J/ ~"" I \ 
TOVTWV otKat, a/\1\ otovTat oetv aTepyeLv Tovs 30 

, , , , I c: t ~, , 8 , , 
7 K(J..TU 7TLUTLV UVVU/\1\Us aVTUS. TJ 0 TJ LI<YJ OVI( 

' \ ( .... ' \ \ , t ,/.. 1\ ~ .... ,, t ~ ' 
€1TL P"fJTOLS, a/\1\ w~ ~~-''<+' owpEtTat 7] OTLOYJ7TOT€ ,, , 'r e ~ , , c: ..... , ,I " , I t 
a/\1\0 • KOf.LL~:,Ea at 0€ as LOL 'TO LUOV TJ 7T/\EOV, WS 
'~ ~ \ '\\\ I ' t I ~\ 

ov oevwKws U/\1\a XPYJaas • ovx OJLOLWS oE avv-

8 aAAatas Kat OLaAVOfLEVOS eyKaA€aet. TOVTO 8~ 

f3 I ~ \ \ f3 1\ e \ I 'I\ \ 
UVfL aLVEL ota TO OVI\EU at.. [.LEV 1TaVTaS YJ TOVS 35 

\ I \ \ I ""' 0 ~ \ \ ) ,/... 1\ 
1TI\ELUTOVS 'TU Kal\a, 1TpoatpEta. at OE Ta W~E/\LfLa• 

\ \ ~ \ \ "i' .... ' tl ' le ',/... 1\ 
Kai\OV 0€ TO EU 7TOLEtV fLY) Lv'a aVTL1Ta TJ, W'PE/\LfLOV 116~ 
~\ \ ' ""'{} ~ I ~\ ' ~ I 9 o€ TO EVEPYETEta at. ovvafLEVCfJ OYJ avTa1ToooTeov 

, 't:' 'i' , e , t , 3 ,I , 
TTJV as LaV WV €7Ta EV, Kat EKOV'T£ • aKOVTa yap 

(J i.e., either a ' moral obligation ' or a contract enforce
able at law. It is note,vorthy that the term ' friendship ' is 
stretched to include the latter. 

• Or' more liberal in point of time.' 
• Sc., if disappointed of the return he expects. 
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less than his due ; and they make it a grievance 
that they do not get as much as they want and 
deserve ; and the one who is doing a service can 
never supply all that the one receiving it wants. 

5 It appears that, as justice is of two kinds, one 
unwritten and the other defined by law, so the 
friendship based on utility may be either moral a or 
legal. l-Ienee occasions for complaint chiefly occur 
when the type of friendship in view at the conclusion 
of the transaction is not the same as when the 

6 relationship was formed. Such a connexion when on 
stated terms is one of the legal type, whether it be 
a purely business matter of exchange on the spot, 
or a more liberal accommodation for future repay
ment,b though still with an agreement as to the 
quid pro quo ; and in the latter case the obligation 
is clear and ~annot cause dispute, though there is 
an element of friendliness in the delay allo,ved, for 
which reason in some states there is no action at law 
in these cases, it being ]:leld that the party to a 
contract involving credit must abide by the con-

7 sequences. The moral type on the other hand is 
not based on stated tern1s, but the gift or other 
service is given as to a friend, although the giver 
expects to receive an equivalent or greater return, 
as though it had not been a free gift but a loan ; 
and as he ends the relationship in a different spirit 
from that in which he began it, he will complain.c 

8 The reason of this is that all men, or most men, 
"'ish what is noble but choose what is profitable ; 
and while it is noble to render a service not with 
an eye to receiving one in return, it is profitable to 

9 receive one. One ought therefore, if one can, to 
return the equivalent of services received, and to 
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t I .,, I ) ,/.. .a I ~) )I I ~ A 

10 V7TOJLEVrJ YJ JLYJ. aJ.L"-?taJJYJTT)Ut,V o EXEt. 1TOTEpa oEt 10 
""' ""' el '..!.. \ I A ' \ I TTJ TOV na OVTDS W'PEI\ELCf JLETpELV Kat 1TpOS TaVTYJV 

"" {) \ ' I~ ,, ""' ,... ~ I 
1TDLEta at T1]V avTa1Toooatv, 1} TTJ TOV opaaavTOS 

) I t \ \ 01 ,... I ,/.. 
EVEpyEULCf. Ot J.LEV yap 1Ta OVTES" TOLaVTa 'f'aat, 

'AafiELV 7Tapa TWV EVEPYETWV a JLLI<pa ?]v EKE"lvot,s 
\ 't.""' , f I \ Q A 'Y 

KaL Es YJV 1Tap ETEpWV 1\UjJELV, KaTaaJLtKpt~;,OVTES• 
t ~' ) I \ \ I "" ) f "" \ 

OL o ava 1Tai\LV Ta J.LEyLaTa TWV 1Tap aVTO£S" J Kat, 15 
t\ ) ''\ \ ' '5' \ ' ~ I " I a 1Tap U/\1\l.OV OVK YJV, Kat EV KLVOVVOLS '1) TO£aVTatS 

I ";') ";' ~ \ \ \ I """ ,/.. \f 
II XPELats. ap ovv uta J.LEV TO XPYJaLJLOV T'YJS 'f'LI\£as 

,, , A. 0 , , ,.~.,. ~, I , , 

OVUYJS 1J TOV 1Ta OV'TOS W'PEI\ELa JLETpOV EC1T£V j 
T \ f ~~ \' "" '""" f 

OVTOS yap 0 UEOJ.LEVOS, Kat, E1TapK€£ aVTlp WS 
I \ Jl I ";' I f 

KOJ.LLOVJLEVOS TYJV LC1YJV• TOaaVTYJ OVV 'YEYE"V'Y)Tat '1) 

E7l'LKovpta oaov OOTOS W~EAY)TaL' Ka~ U1T000Tlov 20 

1 avrov ? Richards. 
8 OLOOVS Kb : oovs. 

1 wp.o"Ao'Y'YJ(jf Viet. Muretus. 
' ovvarov Kb : OVPaTOf. 

a Lit., ' was not doing the service for its own sake,' or 
perhaps ' for the sake of friendship.' But probably the 
text should be corrected to read 'was not doing the service 
for one's own sake ' : cf. xx. L 7, x. 6 fin. 

" i.e., in any case of the sort, if at the outset the question 
of repayment were raised. 
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do so willingly ; for one ought not to make a man 
one's friend if one is unwilling to return his favours. 
Recognizing therefore that one has made a mistake 
at the beginning and accepted a service from a 
wrong person-that is, a person who was not a 
friend, and was not acting disinterestedly a-one 
should accordingly end the transaction as if one 
had accepted the service on stated terms. Also, 
one would agree b to repay a service if able to do 
so (and if one were not able, the giver on his side 
too would not have expected repayment); hence, 
if possible, one ought to make a return. But one 
ought to consider at the beginning from whom 
one is receiving the service, and on what terms, 
so that one may accept it on those terms or else 
decline it. 

10 Dispute may arise however as to the value of 
the service rendered. Is it to be measured by the 
benefit to the recipient, and the return made on that 
basis, or by the cost to the doer ? The recipient 
will say that what he received was only a trifle to 
his benefactor, or that he could have got it fro1n 
someone else : he beats down the value. The other 
on the contrary 'vill protest that it was the most 
valuable thing he had to give, or that it could not 
have been obtained from anybody else, or that it 
was bestowed at a time of danger or in some similar 

ll emergency. Perhaps then we may say that, 'vhen 
the friendship is one of utility, the measure of the 
service should be its value to the recipient, since it 
is he who wants it, and the other comes to his aid 
in the expectation of an equivalent return; there-

. fore the degree of assistance rendered has been the 
amount to which the recipient has benefited, and 
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so he ought to pay back as much as he has got out 
of it ; or even more, for that will be more noble. 

In friendships based on virtue, complaints do not 
arise, but the measure of the benefit seems to be 
the intention a of the giver ; for intention is the 
predominant factor in virtue and in character. 

xiv Differences also arise in friendships where there The <?la.ims 

is disparity bet,veen the parties. Each claims to ~hi;Iend· 
get more than the other, and this inevitably leads (b) between 
to a rupture. If one is a better man than the other, Unequals. 

he thinks he has a right to more, for goodness deserves 
the larger share. And similarly when one is more 
useful than the other: if a man is of no use, they 
say, he ought not to have an equal share, for it 
becomes a charity and not a friendship at all, if 
'vhat one gets out of it is not enough to repay one's 
trouble. Fo~ men think that it ought to be in a 
friendship as it is in a business partnership, where 
those who contribute more capital take more of the 
profits. On the other h~nd the needy or inferior 
person takes the opposite view : he maintains that 
it is the part of a good friend to assist those in need ; 
'vhat is the use (he argues) of being friends with 
the good and great if one is to get nothing out of it ? 

! Now it appears that each of these rival claims is 
right. Both parties should receive a larger share 
from the friendship, but not a larger share of the 
same thing : the superior should receive the larger 
share of honour, the needy one the larger share of 
profit ; for honour is the due reward of virtue and 
beneficence, 'vhile need obtains the aid it requires 
in pecuniary gain. 

·a The same principle is seen to obtain in public life. b 

A citizen who contributes nothing of value to the 
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a This explains why a benefactor of the commonwealth 
must receive a reward in the shape of honour. 

" i.e., the friendly feeling between the citizens as such, 
see c. xi. 1. But that this is maintained by To KaT' ci~lav 
has not been said before : indeed the phrase is an odd 
description of what precedes, and its applicability to private 
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common stock is not held in honour, for the common 
property is given to those who benefit the community, 
and honour is a part of the common property. 
For a man cannot expect to make money out of the 
community and to receive honour as well. For a 
nobody is content to have the smaller share all 
round, and so we pay honour to the man who suffers 
money loss by holding office, and give money 
to the one who takes bribes ; since requital in 
accordance with desert restores equality, and is 
the preservative of friendship,b as has been said 
above. 

This principle therefore should also regulate the 
intercourse of friends who are unequal : the one who 
is benefited in purse or character must repay what 

'he can, namely honour. For friendship exacts what 
is possible, no,t what is due ; requital in accord
ance with desert is in fact sometimes impossible, 
for instance in honouring the gods, or one's parents: 
no one could ever render. them the honour they 
deserve, and a man is deemed virtuous if he pays 
them all the regard that he can. Hence it would 
appear that a son never ought to disown his father, 
although a father may disown his son ; for a debtor 
ought to pay what he owes, but nothing that a son 
can do comes up to the benefits he has received, so 
that a son is always in his father's debt. But a 
creditor may discharge his debtor, and therefore a 
father may disown his son. At the same time, no 
doubt it is unlikely that a father ever would abandon 
a son unless the son were excessively vicious ; for 
natural affection apart, it is not in human nature to 

friendship is denied just below. Perhaps ' since requital ••• 
above ' is an interpolation. 
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reject the assistance that a son will be able to render. 
\Vhereas a bad son will look on the duty of supporting 
his father as one to be avoided, or at all events not 
eagerly undertaken ; for most people wish to receive 
benefits, but avoid bestowing them as unprofitable. 

So much then for a discussion of these subjects. 

515 



I 

~ 'E 1 ~ ' "' , ~ I I ,1.. ' I 1 I II TTUCiatS OE 'TatS aVOfLOELOEO"t 'ft.l\tal,S 'TO 
' 1' ) I r \ I y \ ,/... \I 8 I 

aVa/\oyov tO"af:,Et Kat ac.pf:,Et TYJV 'fU\LaV, Ka aTTEp 
tl f' \ ' ~ \ """ ~ I 

Etp'Y}Tat, OLOV Kat EV TTJ 71'01\LTLKTJ Tlp UKVTOTOfllp 
) \ ~ ~ ~ I ) Q\ I ) 'i;l 

aVTt. TWV VTTOOYJf.LaTwv aJLOLJJYJ ytvETat KaT as tav, M , ""' ~,~..., , .... ' .... , ~e , ! Kat Tt.p V'faVT'[J Kat TOL~ 1\0LTTOLS. EVTaV a JLEV 1164 
1' I \ I \ I \ 

OVV 7T€7TOptaTat, KOLVOV jtETpov TO VOJLLUJLa, Kat, 
\ "" ~\ I ) ,.!..I \ I 

7TpOS TOVTO 01} 'TTaVTa ava'I-'EPETat, Kat TOVTt.p 
"" ' ~\ "" ' ~ ) I \ ~ ' \ 

fLETpELTat, • EV O€ Tl} EpWT£K7} EVtOT€ jt€V 0 epaaTTJS 
' ' "" t/ ~ ,/... \ .... ' , ,/... \ "" '8' eyKai\Et OTt V7TEp'f-Jti\WV ovK avTt'fti\EtTat,, ov EV 
" ,/... \ I ) tl '' \ \ I ~) f 
exwv 'fti\1)TOV, Et ·OVTWS ETVXEV, 7TON\aKtS 0 0 6 
) I t/ I ) \\1 I 

epWJLEVOS oTt 7TpoTepov E'TTayyeN\op.,evos 'TTaVTa 
'It ""' '8 \ ' . \ "" Q I ~ \ \ ""' o VVV OV EV €71£7€/\Et. UVjttJULVEt OE Ta 'TOtaVTa~ 

e1 Or ' heterogeneous,' i.8. friendships between dissimilar 
people, e.g. one pleasant and the other useful, so that the 
benefits they confer on each other are different in kind. 
This class of friendship has not been named before, though 
it has been recognized, e.g. vrn. iv. 1, 2. It is however 
incorrectly stated here that the notion of proportion has 
been applied to it ; for the benefits exchanged in such 
friendships, though different in kind, are not ' proportional,' 
but actually equal in amount or value, just as much as in 
the friendships where they are the same in kind ; see 
VIII. vi. 7. The term 'proportion' has hitherto been used 
of ' unequal ' friendships, where the superior party bestows 
more benefit (of whatever INnd) than he receives, and 
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i IN an dissimilar (J friendships, it is proportion, as has Th~ ·a h b}" h l"t d Cl<:l.lffiB Of been sa1 , t at esta Is es equa 1 y an preserves Friendship 
the friendship · J. ust as in the relations between (c~d:>: t~ree 

' ' • dtfficultu~l 
fellow-citizens, the shoemaker receives payment solved 

for his shoes, and the weaver and the other craftsmen ~c·i.i·~~~st 
2 for their products, according to value rendered. In Difficulty: 

h b . l t• l . th how and by t ese us1ness re a Ions 11ps en a common measure which party 
has been devised namely money and this is a is the due 

' • ' • return for a 
standard to which all tlnngs are referred and by which service to be 
they are .measured. But in sentimental friendships, f::~~~e~ lts 
the lover sometimes complaips tha.t his warmest measure 

ffi t . t "th .a- t• · t •t should be a ec lOll mee s WI no au ec lOll Ill re urn, I may the value of 
be because there is nothing in him to arouse affection ; the service 

hil h l d f 1 I . h to the ra-
W e t e person ove requent y comp a1ns that t e cipient. 

lover who formerly promised everything now fulfils 
3 none of his promises. Such disputes occur when 

equality is only restored by his receiving more affection 
than he bestows : see VIII. vii. 2, xiii. 1 (and also xiv. 3, to 
which at first sight this passage might be taken to refer). 
No doubt a friendship might be both 'dissi.milar' and 
' unequal. • That between a good man and a superior in 
rank who also surpasses hhn in goodness, which seems to 
be contemplated at vnr. vi. 6, is a complex example of this 
nature ; the great man confers both material benefit and 
moral edification, the good man returns moral edification 

· only, but makes up the deficit by the greater regard which 
the great man's superior goodness enables him to feel. 
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b Plutarch, De Alexandri fortuna, ii. 1, tells the story of 
the tyrant Dionysius, who promised the musician a talent 
(there seems no particular point in the sliding scale of pay
ment which Aristotle's version introduces), but next day 
told him that he had aln,ady been sufficiently paid by the 
pleasure of anticipation. 

• Lit. ' the one who receives first,' and now has to give 
a service in return. rJ Cj. Plato, J>rotagoras 828 B. 
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pleasure is the motive of the friendship on the lover's 
side and profit on the side of the beloved, and 'vhen 
they no longer each possess the desired attribute. 
For in a friendship based on these motives, a rupture 
occurs as soon as the parties cease to obtain the 
things for the sake of 'vhich they were friends; 
seeing that neither loved the other in himself, but 
some attribute he possessed that was not permanent ; 
so that these friendships are not permanent either. 
But friendship based on character is disinterested, 
and therefore lasting, as has been said. a 

4 Differences arise 'vhen the friends do not obtain 
what they desire, but something else ; for not to 
get 'vhat you want is almost the same as not to get 
anything at all. For instance, there is the story 
of the man who hired a harper, and promised that 
the better he played the more he would pay him ; 
but next morning, when the harper asked him to 
fulfil his promise, he said that he had already paid 
for the pleasure he had received by the pleasure he 
had given.b This would have been all right if both 
had wanted pleasure ; but when one wants amuse
ment and the other gain, and one gets what he wants 
and the other does not, it would not be a fair bargain ; 
for it is the thing that a man happens to need that 
he sets his heart on, and only to get that is he ready 
to give what he does. 

5 Which party's business is it to decide the amount 
of the return due ? Should it be assessed by the one 
who proffers the initial service ? Or rather by the 
one 'vho receives c it, since the other by proffering it 
seems to leave the matter to him ? This we are 
told was the practice of Protagoras tJ; when he gave 
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a/\1\ taw~ tKavov, Ka a1TEp Kat 1Tpo~ eov~ Kat 6 

\ ""' \ ' ~ I \ I ~t 8 7TpOS '}'OVElS, TO €VDEXOJLEVOV. JL'YJ 'TOtaVTTJS 0 

Jl "" ~ I '\ \' ' I 1\ \ 
OVO'YJ~ TY)S' OOU€WS a/V\ E1Tt TtVt, JLai\LUTa JLEV 
, ~ .... \ , I~ I (} \ I 
taw~ oet TTJV avTa7Toooatv ytyvea at <TTJV > 
~ "" ' ,./... .... ' '(;I ., ' ~\ "" OOKOVUaV aJL'f'OtV KaT a~ taV €£Vat, Et, OE TOVTO 

1 rpoA.afJovres Mb. 2 Riehards. 

G Hesiod, lVorks and Days .. S70, p.Lo-Oos o' civopi q>lA4.J fip11-

,Uvos lLpKLos lo-rw, ' let the wage stated to a friend stand good.' 
b i.e., after he has found out in the course of the lessons 

what that knowledge amounts to. 0 Of. vm. xiii. 2. 
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lessons in any subject, he used to tell his pupil to 
estimate the value he set upon his knowledge, and 

6 accepted a fee of that amount. In such matters 
however some people prefer the principle of ' the 
wage stated.' a But people who take the money in 
advance, and then, having made extravagant pro
fessions, fail to perform what they undertook, 
naturally meet with complaints because they have 

7 not fulfilled their bargain. Perhaps however the 
sophists are bound to demand their fees in advance, 
since nobody would pay money for the knowledge 
which they possess.b Persons paid in advance then 
naturally meet with complaints if they do not per
form the service for which they have taken the pay. 

But in cases where no agreement is come to as to 
the value of the service, if it is proffered for the 
recipient's own sake, as has been said above,C no 
complaint arises, for a friendship based on virtue 
does not give rise to quarrels ; a·nd the return made 
should be in proportion to the intention of the bene
factor, since intention is the measure of a friend, 
and of virtue. This is the principle on which it 
would seem that payment ought to be made to 
those who have imparted instruction in philosophy ; 
for the value of their service is not measurable in 
money, and no honour paid them could be an 
equivalent, but no doubt all that can be expected 
is that to them, as to the gods and to our parents, 
we should make such return as is in our power. 

8 When on the other hand the gift is not disin
terested but made with a view to a recompense, it 
is no doubt the best thing that a return should be 
made such as both parties concur in thinking to be 
what is due. But failing such concurrence, it would 
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\ Q I ' I ' "' ~I(; ~ \ IL'YJ UVJLI'-'atvot, ov JLOVOV avayKatov oos E£EV av TOV 
I I )\\\ \ ~I f!/ \ 

1TpoexovTa TaTTEtv, a/\1\a Kat o£KaLov· oaov yap 10 '( ' ,/... \ le .,, ' (}' f!/ ' ( ~ ' f!/\ , 
OVTO~ W'f'EI\Yj YJ YJ av OGOV TY)V 'Y)OOVYJV ELI\ET 
" .... ' ' R ' ~!If:. ' ' I av, TOUOVTOV aVTLI\aJJWV Es Et T'YJ1' 1Tapa TOVTOV 
'C' ' ' ' ""' ' I tl ,/... I 9 as LaV • Ka£ yap EV TOlS WVLOL~ OVTW 'f'atVETat 

I ' "'')\I "'f I 
YLVOJ.LEVOV" EV£axov T ELGt VO/LOt TWV EKOVGLWV 

f3 \ I ~ I \ 1' t ~ I 1' ) I 
GV/L 01\aLWV OLKa~ /LTJ Et.Vat, W~ OEOV, lp €7TLGTEVU€1 

ot.aAv8fjvat 1Tpo~ TovTov Kaea7Tep eKotvwvYJaev. t5 
1' \ ' I .J..(} "' Jl ~ I lp yap E7TETpa'f' YJ, TOVTOV OLETat otKatOTEpOV 
1' I(; "' ' l,f, 1 \ \ \ \ \ 

EtVat Tas at TOV E7TLTPE't'aVTO~. Ta '11'01\/\a yap 
' "''' .... (JI 'tQ \1 ov TOV taov Tt/Lwatv ot. exovTE~ Kat ot 1'-'0V/\O/LEVOt, \ f3 "" 2 \ \ ) ""' \ C\ ~ ~ I t I 

1\a ELV • Ta yap OLKELa Kat. a OLOOUGLV EKUGTOt~ 

~aivETa£ '1TOAAov agta. aM' OfLW~ ~ UfLOLfi~ 
I \ "' f!l '' I f 

ytVETat 1Tp0~ TOGOVTOV OGOV av TaTTWGLV 0£ 20 

AaJ-Lf3avovTE~ •3 Set: 8' 'law~ ov ToaovTov Ttf.LUV 
r1 Jl ,/...I "(; '\\' f!f \ ' 1 
oqov exovT£ 'f'atvETat as tov, a/\1\ oaov 1Tptv EXE£V 

' I ETLfLa. 
. . 'A I ~, ,, • ' ' I f'_ "' I 
11 7TOptav o EXEL Kat · Ta TOtaoe, otov '1TOTEpa 

~ ""' I "' \ ) I \ I(} (} '9\ 
OEL '1TaVTa Tc_p. '1TaTpt a1TOVEJLELV Kat '1TEt EG at., 'Y) 

I \ ) "' I 4 \ ~\ 
KUf-LVOVTa JLEV taTp<f! '1TtGTEVTEOV, aTpaTYJYOV 0€ 

I \ \ I t I ~€\ ,/...f\cp 25 
XEtpO'TOVYJTEOV TOV 71'01\Ef-LLKOV" Of-LOLW~ 0 '!-'"/\ w 

...... \\ 't\ ~ I f I \ ' I 
J.La/\1\0V 'Y} U7TOVoau.p V1TYJPETYJTEOV, Kat evepyeTTJ 

' ~ I I "'\\ 't\ t I I 6 
aVTa'1TOOOTEOV xaptv J.La/\1\0V 'YJ ETat.pcp 1TpOETEOV 1 

2 eav aJLc/>W J.L~ EVOEXYJTat. &p' ovv 7TclVTa Ta 

1 ;, 'Yap • • • bnrpiif;avros seel. Rarnsauer. 
2 ra 1l"o\),a 'Yap ••• "Aa/3dv infra post €rlf.La tr. Ramsauer. 
3 ra 'Yap olKE'ia • • • "Aa!J.,8avovr€s seel. Ramsauer. 
' 1l"L(J'TfVTfOV Lb, 1l"L(J'TfV€LP Kb, 1l"€L(fTfOP .1\fb. 
i 7rp0€TEOV Kb: OOTfOV. 

a The price is fixed by what the buyer is willing to pay. 
b Cj: VIII. xiii. 6. The phrase occurs in Plato, Republic, 

556 A : cf. the ' voluntary private transactions ' of v. ii. 18. 
c This sentence seems to come in better at the end of 
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seem to be not only inevitable but just that the 
amount of the return should be fixed by the party 
that received the initial service, since the donor 
will have recovered what the recipient really owes 
when he has been paid the value of the service to 
him, or the sum that he would have been "rilling to 

9 pay as the price of the pleasure. For in buying and 
selling also this seems to be the practice a ; and in 
some countries the law does not allow actions for 
the enforcement of voluntary covenants,b on the 
ground that when you have trusted a man you ought 
to conclude the transaction as you began it. For 
it is thought fairer for the price to be fixed by the 
person who received credit than by the one who gave 
credit. c For as a rule those who have a thing value 
it differently from those who want to get it. For 
one's own possessions and gifts always seem to one 
worth a great deal ; but nevertheless the repayment 
is actually determined by the valuation of the 
recipient. But he ought no doubt to estimate the 
gift not at what it seems to him to be worth now 
that he has received it, but at the value he put on 
it before he received it. 

ii Other questions that may be raised are such as ~econd 
th D h. f. th 1· •t d t Difficulty 1 ese : oes a man owe IS a er un Imi e respec conflict of 
and obedience, or ought he when ill to take the c~aime ott 

d · f 1 · · d h l . l d1fferen a VIce o a p lYSICian, an w en e ect1ng a genera friends. 

to vote for the best soldier ? and similarly, ought 
he to do a service to a friend rather than to a virtuous 
man, and ought he to repay his obligation to a bene
factor rather than make a present to a comrade, 
when he is not in a position to do both ? 

the chapter. The sentences immediately preceding and 
following have been plausibly rejected as interpolations. 
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.- ' Q ""' \ ~ I t t I~ \ \ \ 
'rOtavTa a«ptJJWS /LEV otoptaat. ov pffotov j '7TO/\/\a~ 

\ \ I J/ ~ ,/... \ \ I() \ 
yap Kat '7TaVTotas EXEt. ota'Popas KaL /LEYE Et, Kat, 

I \ A \ "" \ ' I ~ ~, 3 JLtKpOT'Y}Tt Kat Tlp Ka/\tp Kat avayKatc.p. O'Tf, 0 10 
' I A ' "" , ~ I , N~ \ ' 

OV 1TaVTa Tlp aVTlp a1TOOOTEOV, OVK ao'Y}I\OV. Kat, 
\ \ ' I ' ~I f t\ \ 

TaS JLEV EVEpyEaLaS avTa1TOOO'TEOV WS E7Tf, TO 
\ \ """\ \ "1\ I f I ~ \1 

'77'0/\V P.,U/\1\0V 'Y} xaptaTEOV ETaLpOLS, WU1TEp Kat 
~ I 1' ',/... 1\ ' ~ I """\ \ "1\ f I 
oaVE£0V lp O'PEL/\E£ U7TOOOTEOV p.,a/\1\0V 'YJ ETatpl[J 
~ I J/ ~) t ~ \ A , ) I f" ""' \ 

4 OOTEOV. tGWS 0 OVOE TOVT aet, OtOV Tl[J 1\VTpW• 

(} I \ \ "" I \ \ I ' 
EV'TL 1Tapa 1\'[}UTWV '1TOTEpOV TOV 1\VUUfLEVOV aVTt- 85 

\ I '' f ""''1' "1\ \ \ f\ I 
1\VTPWTEov, Kav oaTtaovv '[}, 'Y} Kat IL'YJ Eai\WKOT£ 

) """ ~\ ) ~ I "1\ \ I \ I 
a1TULTOVVTt, OE a1TOOOTEOV 1 1J TOV '7TaTEpa 1\VTpWTEOV; 1165 I 
~1(: \ "1\ \ f "" """\\ \ I 
OOs ELE yap av Kat, EaVTOV p.,a/\1\0V TOV 1TaTEpa. 
tl ..,. , () '\ ' ' ',/... ,, 5 01TEp ovv ELPYJTat, Ka OI\OV p.,ev TO o'PELI\Y]P.,a 

' ~ I ' ' ~' f ' t ~ I ..... -- \ A a1TOOOTEOV, EaV 0 V1TEpTEtV'[J TJ OOG£S TqJ Ka/\l.p 
"1\ -""' ' I \ ""' ' \ I t I '¥} Tlp avayKatc.p, 7TpOS TaVT a1TOKI\t/TEOV. EVtOTE 5 

\ '~' ' \ ,, ., \ .. \ , '·'· () yap OVO EUTLV tUOV TO T'Y}V 1TpOV1TapxYJV a/LEL'Paa at, 
t ~ \ f \ ~ "" '~ \ 1' I ""' 

E1TELoaV 0 P.,EV ·U1TOVoaLOV €LOWS £V '7TOLYJG'[J 1 Tl.p 

~' f ' '~ ' f.\ , (} \ oE 'YJ avTa1Toooats ytyv'Y}Tat, ov oteTat p.,ox 7Jpov 

.,. '~' \ - ~ ' ' ' ' ~ EtVa£. OVOE yap Ttp oaVEtUaVT£ EVLOTE aVTLoaV££• 
I t \ \ ) I "' (} '~ I 

GTEOV• 0 P.,EV yap OLOP.,EVOS KOP.,£ELU at EoaVE£UEV 

' .... N f ~' ' ,, 'Y .... (} \ E1TLELK€t OVTt, 0 0 OVK EI\1TL~EL KOP.,£ELU a£ '1Tapa 10 
"" J/ I "" '\ (} I t1 J/ 

'1TOVYJpOV. ELTE TOLVVV T'[J ai\'Y} ELCf OVTWS £X££1 
, ,, \ ' (: ' , ' ,, \ \ tl 

ovK taov TO as twp.,a • ELT EXE' /LEV Jl/Y} OVTWS 

6 oiovTa£
1 8l, OVJ< av 86get.EV

1 
aT0'1Ta '7TO£Eiv. 01TEp 

1 t1Ju1rep Kal Argyropylus: CJq1rep Kh, Ka1 &Jqrep. 
I oteraL ? ed. 3 o6~ELEJI Mb: o6~aLt!P. 

• Perhaps the text should be emended to ' but B thinks 
he is.' 
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1 Now perhaps with all these matters it is not easy 
to lay down an exact rule, because the cases vary 
indefinitely in importance or unimportance, and in 

3 nobility or urgency. But it is quite clear that no 
one person is entitled to unlimited consideration. Two gel!er&J 

A 1 1 h t . rules: (1) no 
s a genera ru e one oug t to re urn services one ha~ an 

rendered rather than do favours to one's comrades, ab
1 
~olutote 

· l b k 1 d. c aJm JUSt as one oug 1t to pay ac a oan to a ere 1tor preference. 
4: rather than give the money to a friend. Yet perhaps 

even this rule is not without exceptions. For 
example, (a) suppose one has been ransomed from 
brigands; ought one to ransom one's ransomer in 
turn, whoever he may be-or even if he has not been 
captured himself but asks for his money back, ought 
one to repay hhn-or ought one to ransom one's own 
father ? for it might be thought to be a man's duty 

G to ransom his father even before himself. As a 
general rule_ then, as has been said, one ought to pay 
back a debt, but if the balance of nobility or urgency 
is on the side of employing the money for a gift, 
then one ought to decide. in favour of the gift. For 
(b) there are occasions when it would be actually 
unfair to return the original service ; as for instance 
when A has done B a service knowing him to be a 
good man, and B is called upon to return the service 
to A whom he believes to be a bad man. For even 
when A has lent B a loan, B is not always bound to 
lend A a loan in turn : A may have lent money to B, 
who is an honest man, expecting to get his money 
back, while B would have no hope of recovering from 
A, who is a rascal. If A is really a rascal, the return 
he asks for is not a fair one ; and even if A is not a 
rascal, but people think a he is, it would not be 
deemed unreasonable for B to refuse. 
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1' \ \ I J1 f \ \ '8 \ \ 
ovv 7TOtv\aKtS ELPYJTat, ot 7TEpt Ta 7Ta TJ Kat Tas 

li: \I t I Jl \ t I ~ 

1rpar::, EtS 1\oyot op.,otws exovat TO wptafLEVOV TOtS 
' tl , t/ \ 1" ' , \ ""' , 7 1TEpt a ELGl..V.-OTt J.LEV OVV OV TaVTa 7TaaLV a7TO-

~ I ,~, ""' ' , D' '~' A 

OOTEOV, OVOE T!p 1Ta7pt 'TTUVTa, Kava1TEp OVVE Tip 15 
A \ () I ' ,,~ \ ' ' ~' tl A ULt VETat, OVK aOT)I\OV• E7TEL 0 ETEpa yoVEVU£ 

Ka~ aoe'A1>o'Ls Kat ETalpot..s Kat EVEPYETats' EKaaTOtS 
\ ' "" \ \ f I ' I tl 

'Ta OtKEta Kat 'Ta apf.LOTTOVTa a7T'OVEJ.LTJTEOV. OVTW 

8~ Kat 7TOLELV 1>alvovTat • els yaf.LOVS J.LEV yap 

KaAoiJa£ ToVs avyyeve'is, TOVTots yap Kotvov TO 
I \ t \ ""' ~\ 'C \ ' \ 

')'EVOS Kat at 7TEpt TOVTO OYJ 7Tpac_, EtS• Kat ELS Ta 10 

I~ ~ \ I\ ' '' ~ "" \ ""' K?JOYJ OE f-LUI\LGT OLOVTat. OELV TOVS avyyeVELS 

8 a7TaVTiiV OLa TaVTO. 86get€ S' av TpofYjs J.L~V 
""' ~ "" I \ ' ) "" t ',/.. 1\ 

')'OVEVUL OELV f..LUI\LUT €1TapKELV, WS O'jJELI\OVTaS, 
\ .... , I A 1' '\\ ,, " f ,... 

K~L TOtS aLTLOLS TOV ELVaL KU/\1\LOV OV 'Y} EaVTOLS 
, ,.., , ..... ' \ ~\ ,.. (}I 

ELS TUVT E7iapKEtv•, Kat TLJ.L?JV O€ yoVEVUt Ka a1TEp 

() ""' ' ,... ~' ,~, ' ' ' ' \ EOLS, OV 'TTaaav OE • OVOE yap T1]V aVTYJV 1TaTpt 25 

Kat J.L?]Tpl, ovS'' ao T~V 'TOV ao~ov ~ 'TOV aTpaT'Y}yov, 
)\\\ \ I f I ~\ \ \ I 

a/\1\a TYJV 1TaTpLKYJV, OJ.LOLWS OE Kat 'T'YJV J.LTJTptKT)V. 
\ \ ~ \ ""' .Q I \ \ 1 (}' 9 K(\L 7TaVT£ O€ 'Tlp 1TpEatJVT€plp TtfLTjV 'T'Y)V Ka 

f 'j I f I \ \ I \ "' 
'f}t\tKLaV, V1TaVaaTaUEL Kat KaTaKI\LUEt Kat 'TOtS 

I \ f I ~' 1" \ '~ \ ,/.. \ 
TotovTots. 7Tpos ETatpovs o av Ka£ aoEI\'jJovs 

I \(I I \ I 
TTapp?JULaV Kat a1TO.VTWV KOLVOTYJTa. Kat avyyeveat. 30 

8€ Kat. 1>vAeTat.s Kat. TToAlTats Kat. To'is Aot1ro'is 
t1 )\ I \ '"" ' I \ 

aTTaUt.V aE£ TTEtpaTEOV TO OLKELOV aTtOVEJ.LEtV, Ka£ 

1 -M]v om. Kb. 

• See 1. iii. 4, u. ii. 8. 
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e Hence as has been frequently remarked already,• 
discussio~s about our emotions and actions only 
admit of such degree of definiteness as belongs to 
the matters with which they deaL 

7 It is quite clear therefore that all people have (ii) n.tfferent 

h I . d h . h , relatiOns not t e same c aim upon us, an t at even a fat er s have differ· 

claim is not unlimited, just as Zeus does not have ent claims. 

all the sacrifices. Since the claims of parents and 
brothers, comrades and benefactors, are different, 
we ought to render to each that which is proper and 
suitable to each. This is in fact the principle on 
which men are observed to act. They invite their 
relatives to a wedding, because they are members 
of the family, and therefore concerned in the family's 
affairs ; also it is thought to be specially incumbent 
on relations to attend funerals, for the same reason. 

8 It would be felt that our parents have the first 
claim on us for maintenance, since we owe it to them 
as a debt, and to support the. authors of our being 
stands before self- preservation in moral nobility. 
Honour also is due to parents, as it is to the gods, 
though not indiscriminate honour : one does not 
owe to one's father the same honour as to one's 
mother, nor yet the honour due to a great philosopher 
or general, but one owes to one's father the honour 
appropriate to a father, and to one's mother that 

9 appropriate to her. Again, we should pay to all 
our seniors the honour due to their age, by rising 
'vhen they enter, offering them a seat, and so on. 
Towards comrades and brothers on the other hand 
we should use frankness of speech, and share all our 
possessions with them. Kinsmen also, fellow-tribes
men, fellow-citizens, and the rest-to all we must 
always endeavour to render their due, comparing 
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' , ' ~ .... .... ' .,. f .... 10 t<at apET7JV 7J XPTJUtV. TWV J.LEV ovv OJLO'j'EVWV 
fl f I 1 ,... ~\ ~ ,/.. f ) 

p!fWV 7J avyKptats, TWV oE ota'fJEpovTwv Epyw-
~ I ) \ ~ I ,... ' I )\\' 
OEUTEpa. OV JL'Y)V ot.a J'E TOVTO a1TOUTaTEOV, a/V\ 86 

f ~ )~I tl ~ I 

WS av €VOEX7JTat, OVTW otopt.UTEOV. 

iii. "E ~, , I ' \ .... ~ \ I 8 ' XE" o a1Toptav Kat 1TEpt TOV ota/\VEa at Tas 
,/.. \ I ~ \ \ \ \ ~ I ~ \ 
'rt/\tas 7J JL'YJ 1Tpos Tovs J.LTJ otaJLEVovTas. '1} 1Tpos 1185 1 

' ' ~ \ ' , ~ ' t ~ \ ,/.. 1\ Jl 
JLEV Tovs ota TO XP7JUtJLOV 7J TO 'YJOV 'rt/\OVS ovTas, 

~ I "" ' '' '~' Jl ~ OTaV JLTJK€Tt TaVT EXWULV1 OVOEV aT01TOV ota• 
\ I (} ' I \ ,3: ,/.. 1\ 1' , \ I 
1\VEU at; EKELVWV yap ,1aav 'r£1\0t • WV a1TO/\t1TOVTWV 

"\ \ \ ,/.. \ "' ) \ I ~) Jl ) 
EV/\O'j'OV TO JL'YJ 'r£1\EtV. E')'Ka/\€U€t€ 0 av TtS1 Ef, 6 
~ \ \ , ~ \ t~\ ' .... .... 
ota TO XPTJUtJLOV 7J TO 'l}OV aya1TWV 1TpoaE1TOt£tTO 
~ \ \ 1"() (\ \ ' , " , \ .... 
ot.a TO 'f) OS. 0 yap €V apxTJ €t1TOJL€V, 17'/\ELUTat, 
~ ,/.. \ I ,.. ,/.. 1\ f/ \ f I 
ota'-{Jopat 'jiL'j'VOVTaL TOI,S 'rt/\OLS, OTaV J.L'YJ OJLOLWS 

! oZwvTat Kat &at cp(Aot. oTav f.LEV ovv Stat/Jeva8fj 

Tts, Ka~ v1ToAaf3n cptAEta8at Std. Td 7}8os JLTJ8E:v 
" ) I ' I f \ ) " ' Jl 

TOLOVTOV €K€LVOV 1TpaTTOVTOS, EaVTOV atTt,tpT av• 10 
~ ~) f \ " ' I I ) (}" 
OTaV 0 V1TO T'YJS €KELVOV 7TpOU1TOL'YJU€WS a1TaT'YJ TJ 1 

~I ) \ "" " ' I \ A\\ '1\ 
otKatOV E'j'Kai\EtV Tip a7TaT'YJaaVT£, Kat f.La/V\OV 'YJ 

"' \ I Q~ \ I ~ \ 
TOtS TO VOJLLUJ.La KttJO'Yj/\EVOVUtV, oacp 1T€pt, Tf,• 

I f I '\ ~' ' ~ I/; I f 3 f.LtWTEpov 7J KaKovpyta. eav o a7Tooe~ 'Y}Tat ws 
aya86v, 'j'EV'Y}Tat SE: p,ox81Jpos <~ >1 Ka~ OOKD, 

1 trV""(Kpuns Ruelle : Kpluts. 
I d 7r05E~1JTaL ? Richards : a7r08EX1JTtLt. 
a <1)> add. Ald. 

G QY~ ••• 5 'J • VIII. Xlll. • 
• At Athens the penalty for coining was death. 
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their several claims in respect of relationship and of 
10 virtue or utility. Between persons of the same 

kind discrimination is comparatively easy ; but it 
is a harder matter when they are differently related 
to us. Nevertheless we must not shirk the task on 
that account, but must decide their claims as well 
as we are able. 

iii Another question is, whether a friendship should Third 

or should not be broken off when the friends do not ~~~:j!!{1: 
remain the same. fies. a disso-

1 b •d h h h . f h L". • d lntiOn of t may e sal t at w ere t emotive o t e 1r1en -friendship! 

ship is utility or pleasure, it is not unnatural that it 0)';:'~~e: in
should be broken off when our friends no longer fprior kinds 

possess the attribute of being useful or agreeable. ~~r;:e;h~ 
It was those attributes that we loved and when cessation of 

they have failed it is reasonable that 'love should ~~~~~l?~;un 
cease. But a man might 'vell complain, if, though dorived from 

we really liked him for the profit or pleasure he them. 

afforded, we had pretended . to love him for his 
character. As was said at the outset, a differences 
between friends most frequently arise when the 
nature of their friendship is not what they think it 

2 is. When therefore a man has made a mistake, 
and has fancied that he was loved for his character, 
without there having been anything in his friend's 
behaviour to warrant the assumption, he has only 
himself to blame. But when he has been deceived Hypocritt. 

by his friend's pretence, there is ground for complaint ~~~:~~end· 
against the deceiver : in fact he is a worse male-
factor than those who counterfeit the coinage," 
inasmuch as his offence touches something more 
precious than money . 

. I Again, supposing we have admitted a person to our 
friendship as a good man, and he becomes, or we 
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1 [ oiJrE ••• 7l'"OV1]pOv] om. r: l/JLA'YJTOll <ro> Stahr. 
2 ova€ Ran1sauer: olJre. 
a 'TOUT'iJ 1} 1{ b. 4 8€ (1jO'YJ) ? ed. 

• 0 j. VIII. i. 6. 
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think he has become, a bad man: are we still bound (ff)Infriend· 

t 1 h. j) p l . . . .bl t d ships based o ove 1m . er 1aps It IS 1mposs1 e o o so, on virtue, an 

since only \vhat is good is lovable ; and also wrong, ~x;;-:1~~
for we ought not to be lovers of evil, nor let our- cline, or im· 

selves become like what is worthless ; and, as has r:~:ee~~nt, 
been said above, a like is the friend of like. Should the parties. 

we therefore break off the friendship at once ? 
Perhaps not in every case, but only when our friends 
have become incurably bad ; for so long as they are 
capable of reform we are even n1ore bound to help 
them morally than we should be to assist them 
financially, since character is a more valuable thing 
than 'vealth and has 1nore to do \Vith friendship. 
However, one could not be held to be doing any-
thing unnatural if one broke off the friendship; 
for it \vas not a man of that sort that one loved : 
he has altered, and if one cannot restore him, one 
gives him up. 

4 On the other hand, suppose one friend to have 
remained the same \vhile the other has improved, 
and become greatly the ·superior in virtue : ought 
the latter to keep up the friendship ? Perhaps it 
is out of the question ; and this becomes especially 
clear when the gap between them is a wide one, as 
may happen with two people who were friends in 
boyhood. One may have remained a boy in mind, 
'vhile the other is a man of the highest ability ; 
how can they be friends, when they have different 
tastes and different likes and dislikes? They will 
no longer even enjoy each other's society ; but 
without this, intercourse and therefore friendship 
are, as we saw ,b impossible. But this has been 
discussed already. 

6 Are we then to behave towards a former friend 
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( 'TOLS S€ AOL1TOLS '· n TOtOVTOL inroAaJLfiavovatv elva£. 
'
1 ~ 1 3 el " I f I ' f EOtKE oE, Ka aTrEP etp1]Tat, JLE7pov EKaaToV 7J 
' ' \ f ~ .... 1') .,. ' f 8 apETTJ Kat 0 U1TOVOaLOS ELVa£ • OVTOS yap OJLO• 

""f ..... ' .... '""')I ' 
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..... \ ~1. I \ R 1\ ~ '5 f .... ' 8' 
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\ \ ,/... I \ I ( ""' \ ' 8 " Kat Ta 'PaLVOfkEVa Kat 7Tpa'TTE£ TOV yap aya OV 

1 1rAas Bywater: ¢l'Xovs r€'Xas Kb, ¢l'Aovs. 
1 Ka.l -rwv • • • rpo(J'K€KpouK6res secl. Ramsauer, (Kal) ol 

'lrpO(J'K. r Susemihl. a OE: -yap Lb. 
4 EKa(J'TOU ed.: EKaO"TWJI Kb, ·Tlf' vulg. 6 0~ Ramsauer: o?,. 

• i.e., have had a difference which keeps them from meet
Ing, but still leaves them well disposed to each other. 

" These five notes of friendship are taken seriatim in 
§§ 2-5, and again in §§ 8, 9, but in both cases the fourth is 
dealt with first. 
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in exactly the same way as if he had never been our 
friend at all ? Perhaps we ought to remember our 
past intimacy, and just as we think it right to 
show more kindness to friends than to strangers, 
so like,vise some attention should be paid, for the 
sake of old times, to those who were our friends in 
the past, that is, if the rupture was not caused by 
extreme wickedness on their part. 

iv The forms which friendly feeling for our neighbours III. (Ap· 
1

) 

takes, and the marks by which the different forms of ~~~~~:~s~p· 
friendship are defined, seem to be derived from the ~~~;h~-d from 

feelings of regard \Vhich we entertain for ourselves. kind~~d 
A friend is defined as (a) one who \\rishes, and pro- ~~.a:~t_•:~: 
motes by action, the real or apparent good of another (i)~elf-love,d 
~ h h , k (b) h . h h th~ type an 10r t at ot er s sa e ; or one w o WIS es t e basi~:~ of love 
existence and preservation of his friend for the for others. 

friend's sake. (This is the feeling of mothers 
towards their children, and of former friends who 
have quarrelled.0 ) Others s~y that a friend is (c) 
one who frequents another's society, and (d) who 
desires the same things .as he does, or (e) one who 
shares his friend's joys and sorrows. (This too is 
very characteristic of mothers.) Friendship also 

2 is defined by one or other of these marks. b But 
each of them is also found in a good man's feelings 
towards himself (and in those of all other men as 
well, in so far as they believe themselves to be good ; 
but, as has been said, virtue and the virtuous man 

3 seem to be the standard in everything). For (d) the 
good man is of one mind with himself, and desires 
the same things with every part of his nature. 
Also (a) he wishes his own good, real as well as 
apparent, and seeks it by action (for it is a mark of 
a good man to exert himself actively for the good); 
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1 Vermehren. 2 gKa(fro~ ••• f(frlv secl. Ramsauer. 1 ed. 
a The parenthesis seems to mean that as no one gains by 

God~s now having the good, he would not gain if a new 
person which was no longer hirnse)fwere to possess it (Ross). 
But ' and every one ... whatever he may be' should perhaps 
be rejected as interpolated. 

b The Mss. give ' in so far as two or more of the charac
teristics specified are present,' which hardly gives a sense. 
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and he does so for his own sake (for he does it on 
account of the intellectual part of himself, and this 
appears to be a man's real self). Also (b) he desires 
his o'vn life and security, and especially that of his 

4: rational part. For existence is good for the virtuous 
man ; and everyone wishes his own good : no one 
would choose to possess every good in the world on 
condition of becoming somebody else (for God pos
sesses the good even as it is),a but only while remaining 
himself, whatever he may be ; and it would appear 
that the thinking part is the real self, or is so more 

5 than anything else. And (c) the good man desires 
his own company ; for he enjoys being by himself, 
since he has agreeable memories of the past, and 
good hopes for the future, which are pleasant too ; 
also his mind is stored with subjects for contempla
tion. And (e) he is keenly conscious of his own joys 
and sorrows;- for the same things give him pleasure 
or pain at all times, and not different things at 
different times, since he is not apt to change his 
mind. · 

It is therefore because the good man has these 
various feelings towards himself, and because he 
feels towards his friend in the same wav as towards 
himself (for a friend is another self), that friendship 
also is thought to consist in one or other of these 
feelings, and the possession of them is thought to be 
the test of a friend. 

6 \Vhether a man can be said actually to feel friend
ship for himself is a question that may be dismissed 
for the present ; though it may be held that he can 
do so in so far b as he is a dual or con1posite being, 

The words 'though it may be held ••• self-regard,' have 
been suspected as an interpolation. 
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1 Bywater. 
1 Ka.£ om. Lb. 
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and because very intense friendship resembles self
regard. 

r As a matter of fact, the feelings of self-regard True self· 

d · b d t b .c d · 1 esteem lm· escr1 e appear o e 10un In most peop e, even possible for 

though they are of inferior moral worth. Perhaps men the base. 

share them in so far as they have their own approval 
and believe in their own virtue ; since the utterly 
worthless and criminal never possess them, or even 

8 have the appearance of doing so. Indeed it may 
almost be said that no morally inferior persons 
possess them. l~or (d) such persons are at variance 
with themselves, desiring one thing and wishing 
another : this is the mark of the unrestrained, who 
choose what is pleasant but harmful instead of what 
they themselves think to be good. (a) Others 
again, out of co,vardice and idleness, neglect to do 
what they thil).k best for their own interests. And 
(b) men who have committed a number of crimes, 
and are hated for their wickedness, actually flee 

9 from life and n1ake away "~th themselves. Also (c) 
bad men constantly seek the society of others and 
shun their own company, because 'vhen they are by 
themselves they recall much that was unpleasant 
in the past and anticipate the same in the future, 
whereas with other people they can forget. More
over they feel no affection for themselves, because 
they have no lovable qualities. lienee (e) such 
men do not enter into their o'vn joys and sorrows, 
as there is civil war in their souls; one part of their 
nature, ow·ing to depravity, is pained by abstinence 
from certain indulgences while another part is 
pleased by it ; one part pulls them one way and 
·another the other, as if dragging them asunder. 

10 Or if it be impossible to feel pain and pleasure at the 
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same tin1e, at all events after indulging in pleasure 
they regret it a little later, and 'vish they had never 
acquired a taste for such indulgences ; since the bad 
are al\vays changing their minds. 

Thus a bad n1an appears to be devoid even of 
affection for himself, because he has nothing lovable 
in his nature. If then such a state of mind is utterly 
miserable, \Ve should do our utmost to shun wickedness 
and try to be virtuous. That is the way both to be 
friends with ourselves and to win the friendship of 
others. 

v Goodwill appears to be an element of friendly (ii) Good-
£ 1· b t "t · t th th" fi · d h" will, the 1ee 1ng, u 1 IS no e same 1ng as r1en s 1p; germoftrne 
for it can be felt to,vards strangers, and it can be Friendship. 

unkno,vn to its object, whereas friendship cannot. 
But that has been discussed already.a 

Neither is goodwill the same as affection. For 
it has no intensity, nor does it include desire, but 
these things are necessarily· involved in affection. 

2 Also affection requires intimate acquaintance, where
as goodwill may spring up all of a sudden, as happens 
for instance in regard to the competitors in a con
test; the spectators conceive goodwill and sym
pathy for them, though they would not actively 
assist them, for as we said, their goodwill is a 
sudden growth, and the kindly feeling is only 
superficial. 

3 Goodwill seems therefore to be the beginning of 
friendship, just as the pleasure of the eye is the 
beginning of love. No one falls in love without first 
being charmed by beauty, but one may delight in 
another's beauty without necessarily being in love : 
one is in love only if one longs for the beloved when 
absent, and eagerly desires his presence. Similarly 
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men cannot be friends without having conceived 
mutual goodwill, though well-,vishers are not neces
sarily friends : they merely desire the good of 
those whose well-,vishers they are, and would not 
actively assist them to attain it, nor be put to any 
trouble on their behalf. Hence extending the 
meaning of the term friendship we may say that 
goodwill is inoperative friendship, which when it 
continues and reaches the point of intimacy may 
become friendship proper-not the sort of friend
ship whose motive is utility or pleasure, for these 
do not arouse goodwill. Goodwill is indeed rendered 
in return for favours received, but this is merely 
the payment of a due ; and that desire for an
other's welfare which springs from the anticipa
tion of favours to come does not seem really to 
show goodwill for one's benefactor, but rather 
for oneself; just as to court a man for some 

4 interested motive is not friendship. Speaking 
generally, true goodwill is aroused by some kind 
of excellence or moral ·goodness : it springs up 
when one person thinks another beautiful or brave 
or the like, as in the case we mentioned of competitors 
in a contest. 

vi Concord also seems to be a friendly feeling. Hence (iii) Ooa
it is not merely agreement of opinion, for this might cord. 

exist even between strangers. Nor yet is agree-
ment in reasoned judgements about any subject 
whatever, for instance astronomy, termed concord; 
to agree about the facts of astronomy is not a bond 
of friendship. Concord is said to prevail in a state, 
when the citizens agree as to their interests, adopt 
the same policy, and carry their common resolves 

I into execution. Concord then refers to practical 
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1 Richards. 2 o7} Ramsauer: Je. 

0 Pittacus was eJected dictator of l\Iitylene early in the 
sixth century n.c. ; he ruled for fourteen years, and then 
laid down his office. All the citizens wished him to continue, 
but this was not strictly unanimity or Concord, since there 
was one dissentient, Pittacus himself. 

b Eteocles and Polyneices. 
• Euripides, Plwen. 588 ff. 
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ends, and practical ends of in1portance, and able to 
be realized by both or all the parties : for instance, 
there is concord in the state \vhen the citizens 
unanimously decree that the offices of state shall be 
elective, or that an alliance shall be made with 
Sparta, or that Pittacus shall be dictator (when 
Pittacus was himself 'villing to be dictator a). When 
each of two persons \vishes himself to rule, like the 
rivals b in the Phoenissae,c there is discord; since 
r:1en are not of one mind merely when each thinks 
the same thing (whatever this may be), but when 
each thinks the same thing in relation to the same 
person : for instance, when both the common people 
and the upper classes wish that the best people 
shall rule ; for only so can all parties get what they 
desire. 

Concord appears therefore to mean friendship 
bet,veen citizens, which indeed is the ordinary use 
of the term; for it refers to the.interests and concerns 
of life. 

3 Now concord in this sense exists between good 
men, since these are of one mind both 'vith them
selves and with one another, as they al,vays stand 
more or less on the sa1ne ground ; for good men's 
'vishes are steadfast, and do not ebb and flow like 
the tide, and they wish for just and expedient ends, 

4 w~hich they strive to attain in con1mon. The base 
on the other hand are incapable of concord, except 
in some small degree, as they are of friendship, since 
they try to get more than their share of advantages, 
and take less than their share of labours and public 
burdens. And while each desires this for himself, 
he spies on his neighbour to prevent him from doing 
likewise; for unless they keep watch over one 
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• To Bywater : T~. • e~ add. r. 

• This half-line of verse (Epicharmus doubtless wrote 
la.p.lvovs) is otherwise unknown • 

• 0'' ... 9 ~· ~. 111. • 
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another, the common interests go to ruin. Tl1e 
result is discord, everybody trying to make others 
do their duty but refusing to do it themselves. 

vii Benefactors seem to love those whom they benefit IV. Five 

more than those who have received benefits love ~~~~~~tie• 
those who have conferred them ; and it is asked solved 

h th. · "t t b bl Th ( cc. vii-xi). w y IS IS so, as 1 seems o e unreasona e. e (i.) Why does 

view most generally taken is that it is because the tf:hetoben
1 

e-

t · · th · · f d b d h h ac r ove one par y IS In e position o a e tor an t e ot er the benefici· 

of a creditor ; just as therefore in the case of a loan, ~~~I~t~: 
whereas the borrower would be glad to have his cred- latter loves 
itor out of the way, the lender actually watches over the former? 

his debtor's safety, so it is thought that the con-
ferrer of a benefit wishes the recipient to live in order 
that he may receive a return, but the recipient is not 
particularly anxious to make a return. Epicharmus 
no doubt would say that people who give this exrlana-
tion are ' looking at the seamy side ' a of life ; but all 
the same it appears to be not untrue to human 
nature, for most men have short memories, and are 
more desirous of receiving benefits than of bestowing 
them. 

2 But it might be held that the real reason lies Not solely 

deeper,b and that the case of the creditor is not ~~o~~~h 
really a parallel. With him it is not a matter of 
affection, but only of wishing his debtor's preserva-
tion for the sake of recovering his money ; whereas 
a benefactor feels friendship and affection for the 
recipient of his bounty even though he is not 
getting anything out of him and is never likely to 
do so. 

8 The same thing happens with the artist : every (a} We loft 

. artist loves his own handiwork more than that handi- ~:::we 
work if it were to come to life would love him. This created. 
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ca In a sense he exists 'actually ' as lon~s as his work lasts, 
though strictly speaking he exists as an actual maker only 
while the act of making is going on. A possible variant render
ing is 'and in a sense the work is its 1naker actualized! 

b This sentence in the Mss. follows the next8 
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is perhaps especially true of poets, who have an 
exaggerated affection for their own poems and love 

4 them as parents love their children. The position 
of the benefactor then resembles that of the artist ; 
the recipient of his bounty is his handiwork, and he 
therefore loves him more than his handiwork loves 
its maker. The reason of this is that all things 
desire and love existence ; but 've exist in activity, 
since we exist by living and doing ; and in a sense a 

one who has made something exists actively, and so 
he loves his handiwork because he loves existence. 
This is in fact a fundamental principle of nature: 
what a thing is potentially, that its work reveals in 
actuality. 

5 Moreover for the benefactor there is an element (b) Benefto

of nobility in the act, and so he feels pleased with ~~~~~8 

the person who is its object ; but there is nothing 
noble for the recipient of the benefit in his 
relation to his benefactor : at. most, it is profitable ; 
and what is profitable is not so pleasant or lovable 

6 as what is noble. The ·doer's achievement there
fore remains, for nobility or beauty is long-lived, but 
its utility to the recipient passes a'vay .b But while 
the actuality of the present, the hope of the future, 
and the memory of the past are all pleasant, 
actuality is the most pleasant of the three, and 
the most loved. Also whereas the men1ory of noble 
things js pleasant, that of useful ones is hardly at 
all so, or at least less so ; although 'vith anticipa
tion the reverse seems to be the case. 

Again, loving seems to be an active experience, (c) Affection 

being loved a passive one; hence affection and the an_ac~ive 
various forms of friendly feeling are naturally found prme1ple. 

in the more active party to the relationship. 
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f Again, everybody loves a thing more if it has cost what bas 

him trouble : for instance those who have made ~~~!bi~ 
money love money more than those who have 
inherited it. Now to receive a benefit seems to 
involve no labour, but to confer one is an effort. 
(This is why mothers love their children more than 
fathers, because parenthood costs the mother more 
trouble [and the mother is more certain that the 
child is her own].a) This also then would seem to 
be a characteristic of benefactors. 

riii The question is also raised whether one ought to 
love oneself or someone else most. We censure 
those who put themselves first, and ' lover of self' (ii) Is. Self· 

is used as a term of reproach. And it is thought =~'ht 01 

that a bad man considers himself in all he does, and 
the more so the worse he is-so it is a complaint 
against him for instance that ' he never does a thing 
unless you ·make him '-whereas a good man acts 
from a sense of what is noble, and the better he is 
the more he so acts, and he considers his friend's 
interest, disregarding his· own. 

2 But the facts do not accord with these theories ; 
nor is this surprising. For we admit that one should 
love one's best friend most ; but the best friend is 
he that, when he wishes a person's good, wishes it 
for that person's own sake, even though nobody will 
ever know of it. Now this condition is most fully 
realized in a man's regard for himself, as indeed are 
all the other attributes that make up the definition 
of a friend ; for it has been said already 0 that all 
the feelings that constitute friendship for others are 
an extension of regard for self. Moreover, all the 
proverbs agree with this ; for example, ' Friends 
have one soul between them,' 0 'Friends' goods are 
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common property,'' Amity is equality,'' The knee is 
nearer than the shin.' a All of these sayings will 
apply most fully to oneself; for a man is his own best 
friend. Therefore he ought to love himself most. 

So it is naturally debated which of these two views 
\ve ought to adopt, since each of them has some 
plausibility. 

3 Now where there is a conflict of opinion the proper :rwo mean

course is doubtless to get the two views clearly l~~:.or Self 

distinguished, and to define how far and in what 
way each of them is true. So probably the matter 
may become clear if \Ve ascertain what meaning 
each side attaches to the term' self-love.' 

4 Those then who make it a term of reproach call 
1nen lovers of self when they assign to themselves the 
larger share of money, honours, or bodily pleasures ; 
since these are the things which most men desire 
and set their hearts on as being the greatest goods, 
and which accordingly they compete with each other 
to obtain. Now those who take more than their 
share of these things are men who indulge their 
appetites, and generally their passions and the 
irrational part of their souls. But most men are 
of this kind. Accordingly the use of the term 
' lover of self ' as a reproach has arisen from the 
fact that self-love of the ordinary kind is bad. Hence 
self-love is rightly censured in those who are lovers 

5 of self in this sense. And that it is those who take 
too large a share of things of this sort whom most 
people usually mean when they speak of lovers of 
self, is clear enough. For if a man \Vere always Noble Self· 
bent on outdoing everybody else in acting justly love a duty 

or temperately or in displaying any other of the 
4 

• Charity begins at home ' (Ross). 
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virtues, and in general were always trying to secure 
for himself moral nobility, no one will charge him 

6 with love of self nor find any fault with him. Yet 
as a matter of fact such a man might be held to be 
a lover of self in an exceptional degree. At all 
events he takes for himself the things that are 
noblest and most truly good. Also it is the most 
dominant part of himself that he indulges and obeys 
in everything. But (a) as in the state it is the 
sovereign that is held in the fullest sense to be the 
state, and in any other composite whole it is the 
dominant part that is deemed especially to be that 
whole, so it is with man. He therefore who loves 
and indulges the dominant part of himself is a lover 
of self in the fullest degree. Again (b), the terms 
' self-restrained ' and ' unrestrained ' denote being 
restrained or not by one's intellect, and thus imply 
that the intellect is the man himself. Also (c) it is 
our reasoned acts that are felt to be in the fullest 
sense our OflJn acts, voluntary acts. It is therefore 
clear that a man is or is ·chiefly the dominant part 
of himself, and that a good man values this part of 
himself most. Hence the good man will be a lover 
of self in the fullest degree, though in another sense 
than the lover of self so-called by way of reproach, 
from whom he differs as much as living by principle 
differs from living by passion, and aiming at what is 

7 noble from aiming at what seems expedient. Persons 
therefore who are exceptionally zealous in noble 
actions are universally approved and commended ; 
and if all men vied with each other in moral nobility 
and strove to perform the noblest deeds, the common 
welfare would be fully realized, while individuals 
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also could enjoy the greatest of goods, inasmuch as 
virtue is the greatest good. 

Therefore the good man ought to be a lover of self, 
since he 'vill then both benefit himself by acting 
nobly and aid his fello,vs ; but the bad man ought 
not to be a lover of self, since he will follow his base 
passions, and so injure both hin1self and his neigh-

S hours. \Vith the bad man therefore, what he does 
is not in accord with what he ought to do, but the 
good man does what he ought, since intelligence 
always chooses for itself that which is best, and the 
good man obeys his intelligence. 

9 But it is also true that the virtuous man's conduct 
is often guided by the interests of his friends and 
of his country, and that he 'vill if necessary lay 
down his life in their behalf. For he will surrender 
wealth and power and all the goods that men struggle 
to win, if he·can secure nobility for himself; since he 
'vould prefer an hour of rapture to a long period of 
mild enjoyment, a year of noble life to many years 
of ordinary existence, one great and glorious exploit 
to many small successes. And this is doubtless the 
case with those who give their lives for others ; thus 
they choose great nobility for themselves. Also the 
virtuous man is ready to forgo money if by that 
means his friends may gain more money ; for thus, 
though his friend gets money, he himself achieves 
nobility, and so he assigns the greater good to his 

10 own share. And he behaves in the same manner 
as regards honours and offices also : all these things 
he will relinquish to his friend, for this is noble and 
praiseworthy for himself. He is naturally therefore 
thought to be virtuous, as he chooses moral nobility 
in preference to all other things. It may even 
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happen that he will surrender to his friend the per
formance of some achievement, and that it may be 
nobler for him to be the cause of his friend's per
forming it than to perform it himself. 

11 Therefore in all spheres of praiseworthy conduct 
it is manifest that the good man takes the larger 
share of moral nobility for himself. In this sense 
then, as we said above, it is right to be a lover of 
self, though self-love of the ordinary sort is wrong. 

lx Another debated question is whether friends are (iii) Is 

necessary or not for happiness. People say that ::!:~::~1for 
the supremely happy are self-sufficing, and so have Happinus! 

no need of friends : for they have the good things 
of life already, and therefore, being complete in 
themselves, require nothing further ; whereas the 
function of a friend, who is a second self, is to supply 
things we cannot procure for ourselves. Hence the 
saying a 

When fortune favours us, what need of friends P 

S But it seems strange that if we attribute all good Yes, (a) as an 

things to the happy man we should not assign him :~~r~ 
friends, which we consider the greatest of external (b) as :n it 
goods. Also if it be more the mark of a friend to ~!Pb~n~~c-" 
give than to receive benefits, and if beneficence is a ~:: ~ ~~ial 
function of the good man and of virtue, and it is being. 

nobler to benefit friends than strangers, the good 
man will need friends as the objects of his beneficence. 

Hence the further question is asked : Are friends 
more needed in prosperity or in adversity ? It is 
argued that the unfortunate need people to be kind 
to them, but also that the prosperous need people 
to whom they may be kind. 

8 Also perhaps it would be strange to represent the 
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'f} ' ' fl\ ' "' D' f \ ' 1 t , ov ELS yap EI\O£T av Kau avrov Ta 7TallT £XEt..V ' el \ ' ' t ,, (} \ y ..... 
aya a, 7TOI\£TtKov yap o av pw7TOS Kat av~:, TJV 

,./... I \ " ' ~ I ~ \ ""'()' f I 7TE't'VKos· Kat Tcp evoatfLOVt OYJ Tov V7Tapxet, 
' \ ..... ,J...I ' {)' ,, ~ ..... , ~, f ' 

Ta yap T'[} 'f'vaet aya a EXE£ • OY}I\OV o ws JLETa 
,/.. ,, ' , .... A ,, ' '(} I ' 
't'LI\WV Kat E1TLELKWV KpEtTTOV 'Y} JLET 0 VELWV Kat 

""' I I ~ "" J/ ""' '~ I 
TWV TVXOVTWV UVV'Y}JLEpEVE£V. OE£ apa TW EVoaLJ.LOV£ 

cf>l'Awv. .. 

T l 1' \I f ""' \ ...,. '\ () I 4 £ OVV 1\EYOVULV 01. 7TpWT0£ 1 Kat 1TTJ ai\Y} EVOV• 
,, fl t \ \ \ ,./... 1\ '' \ I 

atv; 'Y} oTt ot. 1TOI\I\Ot. 't'ti\OVS otovTat Tovs XPYJat-
1' ""' I \ '1' '8' ~ I J.LOVS EtVat; TWV TOLOVTWV JLEV OVV OV EV OEYJUETa£ 

t I ) ~\ ) 8' f I ) ""' '~\ 
0 JLaKaptOS, E1TELOYJ Taya a V1TapXE£ aVTlp. OVUE ~f 
~ \ """ ~ \ \ t~ I ,, ) \ I t~ \ \ f 
OYJ TWV o£a TO 'Y)OV, 'Y} €1Tt JLLKpov 1 'Y)OVS yap 0 
Ql "' '()' ~ A , I t~ ""' , 
fJtOS WV OV EV oEtTat €1T€tUaKTOV 'YJUOVYJS. OV 

oeop..evos o~ TWV TotoVTWV cplAwv ov OOKEt oe'ia8at ,./... ,, , ~, , ,, ,, , ' 8 I , , .... 
l) 't'ti\WV .--TO 0 OVK EUTtV tUWS UI\Yj ES • EV apxTJ 

\ Jl tl f )~ I ) I I I ) 
yap Etp'Y)Tat oTt 'Y} evuatp.,ovta evepyeta 'TtS eaT tV, 

t ~) ) I ~ ""'\ tl I \ ) t I 7J o evepyeta 01)1\0V ort ytveTa£ Kat ovx V7Tapxet 3o 
t/ ..... I , ~\ \ '~ A , \ 

WU1TEp KTYJJLU 'T£. , Et OE 'TO EVoaLJ.LOVEtV EUTLV 
' ...,. y""' \ ) "" ""' ~) ' 8 ""' f ) I 
ev Tlp s YJV Kat evepyetv, 'TOV o aya ov 1J evep-

~ I ' t ~ A f)' f I () I 
jiELa U7TOVoata . Kat YJOEta Ka aVTYJV, Ka U1TEp 

) ) ""' J/ J/ ~\ \ \ ) A ..... 

EV apxTJ EtpYJTat, EUTt 0€ Kat TO OLI<ELOV TWV 
f ~ I () A ~ \ ""'\ \ \ I\ ~ I () 

'YJOEWV, EWpEtV 0€ f.La/\1\0V TOVS 7TE/\aS oVVaJ.LE a 
,, t \ \ \ ) I I(; ,, \ ) I 

'Y} EaVTOVS Kat 'TUS EK€£VWV 7tpac., ELS 'Y} 'TUS OtKEtaS 1 S5 

• See I. vii. 6, note. 
• 1. vii. 15. The argument for friendship from the 

definition of happiness as virtuous and therefore pleasant 
activity is threefold : (a) the virtuous actions of our friends 
give us (by sympathy) the same pleasure as our own ; 
([j} good activities (e.g. study) can be carried on longer 
(because less liable to fatigue) ; ( "Y) virtuous friends increase 
our own virtue (as we unconsciously imitate their acts). 
Hence friends useful and pleasant because virtuous (though 
not useful or pleasant friends in the ordinary sense) are 
necessary adjuncts of happine.ss. 
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supremely happy man as a recluse. Nobody would 
choose to have all possible good things on the con
dition that he must enjoy them alone ; for man is a 
social being,a and designed by nature to live with 
others ; accordingly the happy man must have 
society, for he has everything that is naturally good. 
And it is obviously preferable to associate with friends 
and with good men than with strangers and chance 
con1panions. Therefore the happy man requires 
friends. 

4 What then do the upholders of the former view 
mean, and in what sense is it true ? Perhaps the 
explanation of it is that most men think of friends 
as being people who are useful to us. Now it is 
true that the supremely happy man will have no 
need of friends of that kind, inasmuch as he is supplied 
with good things already. Nor yet will he want 
friends of the pleasant sort, or only to a very small 
extent, for his life is intrinsi~ally pleasant and has 
no need of adventitious pleasure. And as he does 
not need useful or pleasant friends, it is assumed 
that he does not require friends at all. 

5 But perhaps this inference is really untrue. For (d) :ne 
·d t th b · · b h · · .1! f somety of as we sa1 a e eg1nn1ng, app1ness 1s a 10rm o the good 

activity, and an activity clearly is something that t(l/ attortaccis
1 . b . } . h 11 e spec e comes Into e1ng, not a t nng t at we possess a or others' 

the time, like a piece of property. But if happiness ~~~~~. 
consists in life and activity, and the activity of a ' 
good man, as was said at the beginning, cis good and so 
pleasant in itself, and if the sense that a thing is our 
own is also pleasant, yet \Ve are better able to con
template our neighbours than ourselves, and their 

c ..• 10 I. Vlll. .-:>. · 
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e ""' ~ 1 ~ '1 'l: ,/.,. ' ' ~ t ~ ""' a£ TWV U7TOVoaU1JV 0€ 7Tpas EL~ 'f'LI\WV OVTWV 'YJOEta£ 1170 a 

TOL~ aya8oi~ (aJ.Lc/>W yap EXOVU£ Ta Tfj cpvae£ 
t ~ I ) f I ~ \ ,/.. 1\ I ~ I 

'YJOEa • 0 J.LaKapto~ UTJ 'f'LI\WV TOLOVTWJI OETJUETa£, 
, (} .... .... 1/: ' "" \ E£7T€p EWp€tJI 7TpOatp€tTat 7Tpas EL~ €7TL€£K€LS Ka£ 
' I "'"' ~' t ""' ' {) ""' ,./.. 1\ II O£K€tas· TO£aVTa£ o at TOV aya OV 'f'LI\OV OJITOS .-
" I ~ "" t~ I Y"'"' \ '~ I I 0£0J1Ta£ TE OELJI ?JOEWS «;;, TJV TOV EVoaLJ.LOVa. J.LOVWTTJ 5 

\ 'J" \ \ t Q I ' \ t I~ (}' 
f.LEV OVJI ')(ai\E7TOS 0 JJLos· OV yap pq.otOV Ka 

t \ ' "" ""' (}' f I ~ \ \ \ aVTOV EVEpyetV UVVEXW~, JLE ETEpWV O€ Kat 7TpOS 
11\ \ t"'"' J/ '1" t ) I I 

6 a/\1\0VS pq.ov. EUTat OVV ?J evepyeta UVVE.XEUTEpa1 
t ~ "' '1" (}' t I t\ ~ "" \ \ I 'YJOEta ovaa Ka aVTYJV, 0 OEL 7T€pt TOV J.LaKaptOV 

elvat.. ( o yap a1rov8atos, fJ a1rov8atos, Tats 
' ' \ I/: I "" ~' ) \ I KaT apETT}JI 7Tpae:, EUI. ')(atpEt., TatS 0 a7TO KaKtaS 

~ I {)I f \ "' \"' ovaxepatVE£, Ka a1TEp 0 JLOVULKOS TOtS Kal\01.~ 10 

JLlAeatv ij8eTat, e1rt OE Toi~ cpavAots AV7TEiTat.)1 

I ~' '' \ II I "'"' ' "'"' ' """ 7 ytvO£TO o av Kat aUKTJULS T£S TTJS' apETTJ~ EK TOV 

av' fjv To is dya8oi~, Ka8a7Tep Kat 0€oyvls cpYJatv. 

---</)vat.KwTepov S' E7TLUKo7Tovatv €otKEV o a7Tov8aios 
,./.. 1\ "" ~ I • "" ,./.. I t \ 1" \ 
-yLI\OS Tlp U7TOVoatlp TTJ 'f'VUEL atpETOS EtVat. TO 

\ ,... ,J.,.I ' {)' tl t1 ""' ~ I 
yap TTJ 'f'VUEL ~ya OV EtpY]Ta£ OTt, Tlp U7TOVOaLqJ 15 

) (} \ \ t ~ I ' (}' t I \ ~ \ r "'"' aya OV Kat 'YJOV EUT£ Ka aVTO. TO 0€ «;;, 7JV 
f /}" "" }" I ~ I ' {) I ) e I opt':;,OVTat. TOLS «:,<tJOI.S OVJiajLEt. ata YJUEW~, av pw• 

~' ' {) I \3 I t ~ \ ~ I 
'11'0£S o aLa YJUEWS Kat, V07JU€W~ • 7J O€ OVVaJLtS 

) \ ' I ) I \ ~\ I ' ""' 
E£S T?JV evepyetav avayeTat, TO oE Kvptov ev T'(J 

t Be cod. C. C. C. Ox on., Ald. : B.q. 
1 o -yap ••• ~u1rEtTCu supra ante 1169 b 33 lur' 8~ tr. 

Susemihl. 
8 Ka.i. Zell et ut videtur Mich. Ephes. : "· 

• i.e., they are good, and they are their own, i.e. like 
their own. 

" The last four words are implied by the context. 
' This parenthesis comes better in § 5 above, after the 

words, 'the activity of a good man ••• is good and 
pleasant in itself.' 
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actions than our own, and thus good men find pleasure 
in the actions of other good men who are their 
friends, since those actions possess both these 
essentially pleasant qualities,a it therefore follows 
that the supremely happy man will require good 
friends, insomuch as he desires to contemplate 
actions that are good and that are his own, and 
the actions of a good man that is his friend are 
such. Also men think that the life of the happy(~) assist. 
man ought to be pleasant. No\v a solitary man has our own, 

a hard life, for it is not easy to keep up continuous 
activity by oneself; it is easier to do so with the 

6 aid of and in relation to other people. The good 
man's activity therefore, which is pleasant in itself, 
wi11 be more continuous if practised with friends b ; 

and the life of the supremely happy should be con
tinuously pleasant c (for a good man, in virtue of his 
goodness, enjoys actions that conform with virtue 
and dislikes those that spring from wickedness, just 
as a skilled musician is pleased by good music and 

7 pained by bad). Moreover the society of the good (1) ma~es u 

may supply a sort of training in goodness, as Theog- ~u~~e vutu
nis a remarks. 

Again, if we examine the matter more fundament- (e) Psycho-

11 •t th t . t fi . d . t• 11 logical argu· a y, 1 appears, a a VIr uous rien IS essen I a y ment: 

desirable for a virtuous man. For as has been sy;npathy 
• d b h h" h • . 11 d • d en arges our sa1 a ove, t at w IC IS essent1a y goo IS goo conscious· 

d 1 • • •t lf t th . t A d ness and an p easing In I se o e VIr uous man. n therefore 
life is defined, in the case of animals, by the capacitv onr happi· 

for sensation ; in the case of man, by the capacity ness. 

for sensation and thought. But a capacity is referred 
to its activity, and in this its full reality consists. 

• Theognis 35 eq8Xw11 p.e, "'(ap 4r' e(Joxa. p.a.Of}(fEa.,. 
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J I t1 ~\ \ Y""' 1' I ' ') 
EVEpj'ELf!. • EOLKE 01) 'TO ';;, YJV ELVa£ KVptuJS' TO at• 

(J I e ,, "" \ ~ \ y"' ""' ()' t' \1 
0' aVEU at 1} ~'OELV. TO 0€ SY)V TWV Ka aUTO 20 ' e "" \ t ~ I t I I \ ~) t' 
aya wv Kat Y)oEwv· wptap.~Evov yap, TO o wpt-

' ..... ' 0""' ,!.,.' \ ~\ ..... ,!.,.' UJ.LEVOV TTJ~ Taya OU 'f'VUEW~, TO O€ TrJ lf'VUE£ 
) (}' \ ""' ) "' ~ I tl ""' t~\ 
aya ov Kat Tlf:J E1TLELKEt, otonep eotKE Traatv Y)OV 

1' '~"' ~' \ {3' e \ r' ' 8 ELVat. OV OEL OE 1\UfL aVEtV JLOX Y)pav ';;,WYJV Kat 
~ ,t..e , , '0, , i\ , , , , t! 
ULE'f' apfLEVYJV, OVO EV VTTats• aoptaTO~ yap TJ 

I f)' \ t' I ) ,... (' "' 
TOtaVTY), Ka aTTEp Ta V1TapxovTa aVTIJ. EV TOtS' 25 

) I ~\ \ ""' \I '' ,/.,. I ) 
EXOfLEVOLS' oe 1TEpt TY)~ I\V1TYJ~ eaTat 'f'avepwTepov. 

9 ' ~, , ' ' r,.... , (}' , t ~ , ( ,, ~, , 
E£ 0 aVTO TO ';;, YJV aya OV Kat TJOV EOtK€ 0€ Kat 
) ,... I ) I e ) ,... \ 1\ 

EK TOV TraVTaS opeyea at aVTOV, Kat f..Lal\tUTa 
\ , "' ' I I ' t R' 

TOVS' ETTLEtKEtS' Kat fLaKaptov~· TOVTOt~ yap 0 t-JLOS' 
t I \ t I I Y I) 

at-pETWTaTO~, Kat Y) TOVTWV J.LaKaptW'TU'T"f} ';;,WY) 1 
( ~) f "" tl f "' ) () I \ t ' I tl 

0 0 opwv O'TL Opft ata aVE'Ta£ Kat 0 aKOVWV O'T£ 
, I ' t R ~ 'Y tl R C' 'Y ' ' ' ..... aKOVEt Kat 0 fJaotsWV O'TL JJaOtsEt, Kat E1Tt 'TWV 80 
,,, , t , ,, , , 

0 
I t/ , 

al\l\WV OfLOLW~ EUTt Tt. TO ata UVOJ.LEVOV O'Tt EV• 
""' tl ~, , e I 0, 2 tl , e I e 

epyOVJ.LEV, WUTE av ata UVWf.LE , O'TI, ata aVOJ.LE a, 
'' "" tl ""' \ ~) tl ' () I Kav VOWJ.LEV, 8 oTt -voov,uev, TO o oTt, ata avo-

f) ,, ,... tl ) I('\ 1' 1' ) J.LE a TJ VOOVJ.LEV, O'Tt EUfLEV TO yap ELVat, "f}V at· 

aBaveaBat ~ vo€'Lv), To 8' alaOaveaBat oTt ~fj Twv 1110 • 
t ~ I (}' t I (,/.,. ,/ \ ' (} \ y I \ ~' 

'l)OEWV Ka UVTO 'f'VUEt yap aya OV sWY), TO 0 
, l) , t I , t ..... , 0 I 8 t ~ ') 

ayauov V1Tapxov ev eavT<.p ata avea at "f}OV , 
c ' ~' ' r- \ 1\ "' ' e "' tl atpETOV O€ TO ':;, YJV Kat f..LUI\tUTa 'TOLS aya OL~, OTt. 
' 1' ' l)l ' ' ..... \ t~l ([ ] TO Etvat, ayauov EU'TtV avTot~, Kat T)OV avv-
' B I ' , ""' fJ' f , , e "" t'l~ ) ata aVOJ.LEVOt yap TOV Ka UV'TO aya OV 'YJOOV'TUI, 1 5 

t ~ \ ' t ' ,, t ~ "' ' ' 10 w~ oe 'TTpos eavTov EXEt o anovoato~, Kat 'TTpos 

1 Ka()' aura ( ( et alibi) ed. 
2 av alq(Javw,t.u;Oa Bywater: alqOavop.eO' &v Kb, alq0avolp,e8' 

Av r' al0"8avolp.E8a o' av Lb. 
8 K&v vowf.uv Bywater: Kal. voouJ.Lev Kb, Kal. voo'ip .. Ev vulg. 
4 [ O"VV ]al<TB-~VO,UEVOL ed. 

• i.e., vice and pain. b Bk. X. cc. i.-v. 
0 al0"0dveq0aL is used throughout to denote ' consciousness' 
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It appears therefore that life in the full sense is 
sensation or thought. But life is a thing good and 
pleasant in itself, for it is definite, and definiteness 
is a part of the essence of goodness, and what is 
essentially good is good for the good man, and 

8 hence appears to be pleasant to all men. We must 
not argue from a vicious and corrupt life, or one that 
is painful, for such a life is indefinite, like its attri
butes.a (The point as to pain will be clearer in 

9 the sequel. b) But if life itself is good and pleasant 
(as it appears to be, because all men desire it, and 
virtuous and supremely happy men n1ost of all, since 
their way of life is most desirable and their existence 
the most blissful) ; and if one who sees is conscious c 
that he sees, one who hears that he hears, one who 
'valks that he walks, and similarly for all the other 
human activities there is a faculty that is conscious 
of their exercise~ so that whenever we perceive, we 
are conscious that we perce~ve, and whenever we 
think, we are conscious that we think, and to be 
conscious that we are perceiving or thinking is to be 
conscious that we exist (for existence, as we saw, is 
sense-perception or thought); and if to be conscious 
one is alive is a pleasant thing in itself (for life is a 
thing essentially good, and to be conscious that one 
possesses a good thing is pleasant); and if life is 
desirable, and especially so for good men, because 
existence is good for them, and so pleasant (because 
they are pleased by the perception of what is 

10 intrinsically good) ; and if the virtuous man feels 
towards his friend in the same way as he feels 
(as well as, where needed, 'sensation'). At 1170 b 11 <rvv
at<rOavt:(JfJat expresses sympathetic consciousness of another's 
thoughts and feelings ; it is probable therefore that in l. 4 
the compound verb is a copyist's mistake. 
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-r~v cf>D..ov (;TEpos yttp a?J'r~s d cfolAos I.O'Tlv) • 
(}

I 1' \ ' \ 1' f I ') f I 
Ka a7T€p OVV TO aV'TOV €tVat atp€'TOV €U'TtV €KaUTlp1 

f'l \ \ \ ,/... 1\ 'W\ \ I \ ~t 
OV'TW Kat 'TO 'TOV 'f'LI\OV, 7} 7Tapa7TI\T)ULWS. TO 0 

l 1' f \ ~ \ \ ') () I (} f "'1 t (} A 
E vat. TJV aLpETOV ota TO aLa avea at. avTov aya ov 
N f ~ \ I J/ (} f ~ "" ()' f I 
OVTOS, 'Y] OE TOLaVTTJ ata T)UtS 'f}O€ta Ka €aVT1JV• 10 

e , (} , ~ ... ' .... ,/... ,, • ,, 
avvata avea at apa oet Kat TOV 'f'ti\OV oTt. EUTt.V, 

.... ~' ' ' "' ' .... y.... \ ... TOV'TO OE YLJ~Ot'T av €V Tlf UV~ T)V Kat KOtVWV€£11 
\ I \ ~ I tl \ " ~ ll; \ 
1\0YWV Kat oLaVOLaS • OVTW yap aV 00~ €t€ TO 

r- ' , - , (} , , 1 (} , , , 
GV&;,TJV €7Tt 'TWV av pw7TWV 1\EyEa at, Kat OVX WU'TTEp 

') \ ,.. Q I \2 ' ""' ' ""' I (} 
E71t TWV JJOUKT)J-ta'TWV TO €V Tlf aVTlp VEJ-tEU at. 

') ~ \ ..,. I \ 1' f I ') ()' 
Et 01) Tlp J-taKapup TO ELVat atpETOV EUTt Ka 

f I ) (}' """',J..I 'W\ \ t~l \1 
avTo, aya ov T7J 'f'vaet ov Kat 7Jov, 11'apa7TI\1)Utov 15 
~ \ \ \ .... ,/... 1\ ' I \ ~ ,/.. 1\ ""' f ""' 
OE Kat TO 'TOV 'f'LI\OV EUTtV, Kat 0 'f'ti\OS TWV atpETWV 
" J/ C\ ~' ' \ ') ""' f I " ~ "' av ELTJ. 0 0 EUTLV aVTtp atpETOV, TOVTO oEt, 
f I ') ""' ,, I ') ~ \ Jl ~ I 

VTTapXELV aVTC[J, 7} TaVTTJ EVOETJS EUTat,. OE7JUE£ 
Jl ""' ') ~ I ,/... 1\ ~ I 
apa 'Tlp EVoaLJ-tOV1JUOV'Tt 'f'LI\WV U'TTOVoatWV. 

').A ' 1' t ' I ,/... 1\ I ~ X - p ovv ws 71'1\EtUTOVS 'f'ti\OVS 71'0t'Y}TEOV; 7J 20 
e I ' \ ,.. C I ') \ ..,. ' """ () ~ "' 

Ka a1TEp E1Tt TYJS ~ EV.t,aS EJ-tjl€1\WS Etp1JU at, OOKEt,-

1 \ ll; I ~ "i:. 
Jl'YJ'TE 71'01\V~ EtVOS' JLTJT a~ Et,VOs-

\ t \ ..,. ,J..\1 f I It N,J..\ ., 
Kat E'TTt 'T'YJS 'f'ti\LaS' apJLOUE£ JLTJT a't'£1\0V EtVa£ 

2 JLTJT' a-D 'TTOAVc/>tAOV Ka8' V1TEp{3oA~V; TOtS JLEV a.q 
' .... ' , ~'l: " t IY ' 11'pos XP'YJULV Kat 1Tavv oo~ EtEV av apJ.Lo~Et,V To 

\ (}' ( \\ "" \ t (} "' ' I \ /\EX EV 71'01\1\0LS' yap av V'TTT)pETELV E71't1TOVOV, Kat 25 
' f \ f Q I [ ' "' ]3 ""' I f OVX tKaVOS' 0 JJtOS' aV'TOtS TOVTO npa'TTE£V• 0£ 

.1 aurou p ed. I Tci? Bywater. 
:: [a.urois] Ramsauer: aur~ Kb, auT~ Mb, a.V'To (Tovro] 

Bywater. 

• Perhaps to be emended • of its goodness,' cf. 1. 5 of the 
Greek. It is consciousness of life as good that makes it 
pleasant and desirable. 
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towards himself (for his friend is a second self) 
-then, just as a man's O\vn existence is desirable 
for him, so, or nearly so, is his friend's existence also 
desirable. But, as we saw, it is the consciousness of 
oneself as good a that makes existence desirable, and 
such consciousness is pleasant in itself. Therefore a 
man ought also to share his friend's consciousness 
of his existence, and this is attained by their living 
together and by conversing and communicating 
their thoughts to each other ; for this is the meaning 
of living together as applied to human beings, it 
does not mean merely feeding in the same place, 
as it does when applied to cattle. 

If then to the supremely happy man existence is 
desirable in itself, being good and pleasant essenti
ally, and if his friend's existence is almost equally 
desirable to him, it follows that a friend is one of the 
things to be· desired. But that which is desirable 
for him he is bound to have, .or else his condition 
will be incomplete in that particular. Therefore to 
be happy a man needs virtuous friends. 

x Ought we then to make as many friends as possible? ~~> Sho~d 
or, just as it seems a wise saying about hospitality- o~~::m 81 

• • • friends be 
Neither with troops of guests nor yet with none "- limited? 

ls •th £. • d h. h •t "11 b fitt• yes, in all so a o WI 1r1en s 1p per aps 1 WI e · 1ng three kinds 

neither to be without friends nor yet to make friends ~{l;riend-
2 in excessive numbers. This rule would certainly · 

seem applicable to those friends whom we choose 
for their utility c; for it is troublesome to have to 
repay the services of a large number of people, and 
life is not long enough for one to do it. Any more 

• p:q6e 71"o'Xv~ELvov ~116' 4~eLvov,JCa.'AIECT8a.' {Hesiod, Works and 
Days, 715}. 

0 But cf. VIII. vi. S. 
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\ I ~\ "' \ \ ' "" ()I t "" '171\ELOVS 01} TWV '11pOS TOV OtKELOV JJLOV t.KQJJWV 

TTEplEpyot Kat EJL1TODtot 7Tpos To Ka/...ws ~ fjv· 
'f)\ 'i' ~ .... ' ..... ) ' f ' t' ~ \ ~' OV EV OVV OEt aV'TWV • Kat 0£ 7TpOS 1JUOV'Y)V O€ 

, .... , , I e , , .... ,.~....... , rl~ 

apKovatv o;u yot, Ka a1TEp ev TTJ TPO't'TJ TO TJOVGJ.La • 
\ ~\ ~ I I t' 1 \ I t 8 'TOVS 0€ G7TOVOULOVS 7TOTEpov (WS) 7TI\ELGTOVS KaT 80 

' (} I " Jl I \ ,/... \ "' \ '8 apt JLOV, 1J EU'Tt, Tf, J.LETpOV Kat 't'LI\tKOV 1TI\Yj OVS, 
fl 1\ 

WU7TEp 7TO/\EWS j 
,I , , ~~ , e , 

OVTE yap EK OEKa av pw1TWV 

I ' .,, I\ Jl , t ~ I I'-' '' 
yEvotT av 7TO/\tS, OV'T EK oEKa J.LVptaow-z,' ETt 

1\ t I \ ~\ \ ' Jl Jl fl 
7TO/\tS EGTtv• TO 0€ 7TOUOV OVK EUT£V taWS EV 'Tt, 

aA/...0. 'TTnV TO J.LETagv TLVW"l-' wptaJ.LEVWV. Kat 

cplAwv 0~ l.aTt, 7TAfjBos wptUJ.LEVOV, Ka~ iaws oi 1171: 
\ "' ()' i" .,, ~ I I y ,... ,.... 

'TTI\EtUTOt, J.LE WV av OV~'ULTO TLS aVsYJV• 'TOVTO 

\ '~ I ,/... \ I 1' tl ~' ' 1' I 4 ya_p EOOKEt 't'ti\LKW'TaTOV ELVat,• O'T£ 0 OVX OLOV 

\\ ""' y..... \ ~ I t' I ' " 
'TE 17'01\1\0LS UVsT}V • Kat otaVEf-LELV aVTOV, OVK a• 

OTJAOV. €Tt 0~ KUKELVOVS OEL aAAIJAOtS cf>l'Aovs Elva£, 

' 1\ \ . I t ' \ \ I\ I 
Et JL€1\1\0VaL 7TaVTES JLE'T ai\1\Yj/\WV aVVYJJLEpEVELV, 5 

,.... ~' ' ,... ~ ' \ \ ,... t' I \ \ fi 'TOVTO o EpywoES EV 'TT0/\1\0lS V7TapXELV. xai\E1TOV 

~\ I \ \ I \ \ \ "" 
oE ytvETat Kat TO avyxat.pEtV Kat To avval\yEtv 

' I \\ ""' ' \ \ I ~ ,... 
OtKELWS 'TT0/\1\0LS• EtKOS yap UVJ.L7TL7TTEtV aJLa Tlp 

JLEV avv~OEa8a, Tlp 0~ avvax8Ea8at. iaws oov 
.,. " ' r ... t' , ,.~.., 1 .,. ,,,, 

EV EXEt JLTJ C:,TJTELV ws 'TTOI\V't'ti\WTaTov Etvat, a/\1\a 

I tl ' \ y.... t' I '~\ \ 
TOUOVTOVS OUOt EtS 'TO UVsT}V tKaVO£. OVOE yap lO 

l.vSexEa8at SogEtEV av 7TOAAOLS Elva£ ~l/...ov acf>6Spa, 

~ I '~, t """ \ I t' f3 \ \ I 
otoTTEP ovo epav 7TI\Etovwv· V7TEp OI\T} yap Tt,S 

1 <ws> 1 Richards. 
666 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, IX. x. 2-8 

therefore than are sufficient for the requirements 
of one's own life will be superfluous, and a hindranc~ 
to noble living, so one is better without them. Of 
friends for pleasure also a few are enough, just as a 
small amount of sweets is enough in one's diet. 

3 But should one have as many good friends as 
possible ? or is there a limit of size for a circle of 
friends, as there is for the population of a state? 
Ten people would not make a city, and with a hundred 
thousand it is a city no longer ; though perhaps the 
proper size is not one particular number, but any 
number between certain limits. So also the number 
of one friends must be 1in1ited, and should perhaps 
be the largest number with whom one can constantly 
associate; since, as we saw,a to live together is the 

4 chief mark of friendship, but it is quite clear that 
it is not possible to live with and to share oneself 
a1nong a large number of people. Another essential 
is that one's friends must also be the friends of one 
another, if they are all to pass the time in each 
other's company ; but for a large number of people 

5 all to be friends is a difficult matter. Again, it is 
difficult to share intimately in the joys and sorrows 
of many people ; for one may very likely be called 
upon to rejoice with one and to mourn with another 
at the same time. 

Perhaps therefore it is a good rule not to seek to 
have as many friends as possible, but only as many 
as are enough to forn1 a circle of associates. Indeed 
it would appear to be impossible to be very friendly 
with many people, for the same reason as it is 
impossible to be in love 'vith several people. Love 
means friendship in the superlative degree, and 

• Of. VIII. v. 1. 
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0 See note on vnr. v. S. 
• Such as Achilles and Patroclus, Orestes and Pylades, 

Theseus and Pirithous. It is not quite clear whether they 
are quoted as examples of comradeship or of friendship 
in generaL 
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that must be with one person only ; so also warm 
friendship is only possible with a few. 

8 This conclusion seems to be supported by experi
ence. Friendships between comrades a only include 
a few people, and the famous examples of poetry " 
are pairs of friends. Persons of many friendships, 
who are hail-fellow-well-met with everybody, are 
thought to be real friends of nobody. (otherwise than 
as fellow-citizens are friends) : I mean the sort of 
people we call obsequious. It is true that one may 
be friendly with many fello,v-citizens and not be 
obsequious, but a model of excellence; but it is 
not possible to have many friends whom we love for 
their virtue and for themselves. We may be glad 
to find even a few friends of this sort. 

xi But do we need friends more in prosperity or in (v) Are 

d . ~ A f f k fi . d friends more a versity. s a matter o act men see r1en s needed in 
in both. The unfortunate require assistance; the prodsperi~yt 

1 . d . . f h . or a vers1 y prosperous want companions, an recipients o t eir Answer, 

bounty, since they wish to practise beneficence. !::a:I~ 
Hence friendship is more necessary in adversity, both. 

so then it is useful friends that are 'vanted ; but 
it is nobler in prosperity, so the prosperous seek also 
for good men as f1iends, since these are preferable 
both as objects of beneficence and as associates. 

a Also o the mere presence of friends is pleasant both 
in prosperity and adversity. Sorrow is lightened 
by the sympathy of friends. Hence the question 
may be raised whether friends actually share the 
burden of grief, or whether, without this being the 
case, the pain is nevertheless diminished by the 

• This gives a further reason for the second sentence of 
the chapter, and adds the motive of pleasure to those of 
utility and virtue. 
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pleasure of their company and by the consciousness 
of their sympathy. Whether one of these reasons 
or some other gives the true explanation of the 
consoling power of friendship need not now be 
considered, but in any case it appears to have the 
effect described. 

3 Yet the pleasure that the company of friends 
affords seems to be of a mixed nature. It is true 
that the very sight of them is pleasant, especially 
in time of misfortune, and is a considerable help 

ln assuaging sorrow: lor a !fiend, if taetful, eao 
comfort us \Vith look and \Vord, as he knows our 
characters and what things give us pleasure and pain. 

4 But on the other hand to see another pained by our 
own misfortunes is painful, as everyone is reluctant 
to be a cause of pain to his friends. Hence manly 
natures shrink from making their friends share their 
pain, and uriless a man is excessively insensitive, 
he cannot bear the pain that his pain gives to them ; 
and he will not suffer others to lament with him, 
because he is not given to lamentation himself. 
But weak women and womanish men like those 
who mourn with them, and love them as true friends 
and sympathizers. However, it is clear that in 
everything we ought to copy the example of the man 
of nobler nature. 

5 In prosperity again the company of friends 
s\veetens our hours of leisure, and also affords the 
pleasure of being conscious of their pleasure in our 
\velfare. 

Hence it may be thought that we ought to be 
eager to invite our friends to share our good for
tune (since it is noble to \vish to bestow benefits), 
but reluctant to ask them to come to us in mis-
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0 Of. VIII. i. 1 fin., 2 fin. b See c. iv. and c. ix. 5. 
e Or possibly, ' and friendship is realized in intercourse,' 

a separate reason for the thesis of the first sentence. 
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fortune (since we should impart to others as little 
as possible of what is evil : whence the proverb ' My 
own misfortune is enough '). We should summon our 
friends to our aid chiefly when they will be of 
great service to us at the cost of little trouble to 
themselves. 

6 So, conversely, it is perhaps fitting that we should 
go uninvited and readily to those in misfortune (for 
it is the part of a friend to render service, and especi
ally to those in need, and without being asked, 
since assistance so rendered is more noble and more 
pleasant for both parties) ; but to the prosperous, 
though we should go readily to help them (for even 
prosperity needs the co-operation of friends),a we 
should be slow in going when it is a question of 
enjoying their good things (for it is not noble to 
be eager to receive benefits). But doubtless we 
should be careful to avoid seeming churlish in 
repulsing their advances, a thing that does sometimes 
occur. 

It appears therefore that the company of friends 
is desirable in all circumstances. 

xii As then lovers find their greatest delight in seeing ~- Conclu· 

those they love, and prefer the gratification of the ~~~~ ;~;h, 
sense of sight to that of all the other senses, that society of 

b · th hi f t d f 1 friends. sense e1ng e c e sea an source o ove, so 
likewise for friends (may we not say ?) the society 
of each other is the most desirable thing there is. 
For (i) friendship is essentially a partnership. 
And (ii) a man stands in the same relation to a friend 
as to himself b ; but the consciousness of his own 
existence is a good ; so also therefore is the conscious-
ness of his friend's existence; but this c consciousness 
is actualized in intercourse ; hence friends naturally 
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1 ws olov re Kb: ols otovrat. 
2 Burnet ( ols otovrat ev tiiv Bekker). 3 ed. 

• The text is doubtful ; rnost Mss. give, ' by which they 
think that they live in their society.' 
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2 desire each other's society. And (iii) whatever pur· 
suit it is that constitutes existence for a man or 
that makes his life \vorth living, he desires to share 
that pursuit with his friends. Hence some friends 
drink or dice together, others practise athletic sports 
and hunt, or study phHosophy, in each other's com
pany ; each sort spending their time together in 
the occupation that they love best of everything in 
life ; for wishing to live in their friends' society, 
they pursue and take part with them in these 
occupations as best they can.t' 

3 Thus the friendship of inferior people is evil, for The influ· . 

th t k t t th . . .1! • •t (b . enceoftheu ey a e par oge er In In.terior pursu1 s e1ng character oo 
unstable,Jb and by becom.ing like each other are made ours. 

positively evil. But the friendship of the good is 
good, and grows \vith their intercourse. And they 
seem actually to become better by putting their 
friendship into practice, c and because they correct 
each other's faults, for each ta~es the impress from 
the other of those traits in him that give him pleasure 
-whence the saying: 

Noble deeds from noble men.a 

So m.uch for our treatment of Friendship. Our 
next business will be to discuss Pleasure. 

b It seems best to excise these words as an inapposite 
ren1iniscence of c. iv. 10. 

° For €v£p'Y~;'iv (sc. cp,x,Kws) = crvtf]v cf. vu1. v. 1. 
4 Of. c. ix. 7. 
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1 a.q Mb: Bl. 
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BOOK X 

1 Oua next business after this is doubtless to discuss ee. t-Y. 
Pleasure. For pleasure is thought to be especially ~;~a~f.r~-~cJ. 
congenial to mankind; and this is why pleasure and~- i. Ethical 

. l d . h d . f h tmportance pain are emp oye In t e e ucat1on o t e young, of Pleasure. 

as means whereby to steer their course. l\1oreover, 
to like and to dislike the right things is thought to 
be a most important element in the formation of a 
virtuous character. For pleasure and pain extend 
throughout th,e whole of life, and are of great moment 
and influence for virtue and happiness ; since men 
choose what is pleasant and avoid what is painful. 

I It would therefore seem by no means proper to cu;r~nt 
"t · t t b" . t · 11 th · opmwns : omi so 1mpor an a su J ec , espec1a y as ere IS (I) Pleasure 

much difference of opinion about it. Some people t
0
heSdupreme 

. . h 1 . th G d 0 h h 00 
; (II) maintain t at p easure IS e oo . t ers on t e Pleasure not 

contrary say that it is_ al~ogether J:a~ : some of them rd~g:~o~~ 
perhaps from a conviction that It 1s really so, but if !!lain

others because they think it to be in the interests of ~~~:~ for 
morality to make out that pleasure is bad, even if edification). 

it is not, since most men (they argue) have a bias 
towards it, and are the slaves of their pleasures, so 
that they have to be driven in the opposite direction 
in order to arrive at the due mean. 

a Possibly ho,vever this view is mistaken. In 
· matters of emotion and of action, words are less 

convincing than deeds ; when therefore our theories 
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~na¢>wvwat roi~ Karn T~v aiaBYJatv, «arac/>po~'o&-
' ) \ IJ \ """' f! \ ,/, I J.LEVOL Kat Tai\Y)UE~ 77poaavatpovat.v· o yap tpEywv 1172 

\ t' ~ I ) rf..(J I ) ) J I ) \ I 
T"l]V TJOOVYJV, O'j-J EL~ TrOT E9nEf.LEVO~, a1TOKI\LVELV 
~"" \ )\ t' I ";" ~I 
OOKEt. 1Tp0~ aVT'Y)V WS" TOLUVT'Y)V ovaav a1raaav• 

4 To 8topl,etv yap ovK eaTL Twv 1ro'AA.wv. eolKaatv 

oov ol aAYJfJElS TWV Aoywv ov f.LOVOV 1Tpo~ TO 
)~ I I 1' ' \ \ \ \ \ \ 

Etoevat XPYJatf.LWTaTot EU'at, al\1\a Kat 1rpos TOV 5 
~I ~ \ \ ' ' ""' Jl I JJLOV" UV1.ll.pOOL yap OVTE~ TOtS epyoL~ 1TLUTEVOVTa£, 
~ ' I ' c. I Y"" , ' I OLO 1TporpE1TOVTaL TOVS S VVLEVTaS ~:;,YJV KaT aVTOVS. 

""' \ T I <'I\ \ ~) ) I \ 
'TWV f.-tEV OVV TOLOVTWV al\l.S, Ta 0 EtpYJf.LEVa 1T€pt 

Tfj~ ~oovfj~ €1r€A8w~-tev. 
ii Ev8o~o~ IL~v oi5v r~v ~oov~v TayaBov cJ)eT' 

1' ~ \ \ I f)' t' ""' ',./, I ) ....., \ 
ELVUL Ota TO 1TaV opo.,v Ey.'LEfLEVa aVTYJ~, Kat 10 
,, \ \ ''i\ , ...... ~, i' ' t' ' €1\1\0ya Kat a oya • € V 7Taat. 0 ELVa£ TO atpETOV 
) . I \ \ 1\ I \ ~\ I t 

€1TLELKES, Kat TO f.Lat\LGTa KpaTLGTOV" TO OYJ 7TaVT , , , , ,.~...~ e . I t' ..... ...... ,I 
€1TL TUVTO 'jJEpEa at f.LYJVVELV W~ 'TTUUL TOVTO apt-

1 ( <'I \ \ t' ""' ) () \ t' I 
UTOV EKaGTOV. yap TO aVTlp aya OV EVptaKELV, 
~ \ ,./.... I ) \ ~ \2 ....., ' e I \ wa1rep KaL TPOI.f.JYJV , TO oe 7Taatv aya ov, Kat. 

"l' I ) ',../..' ) 8' 1' ) I OV 7TU~1T E'iA.-ETaL, Taya OV ELVa£. E"TrLGTEVOVTO 16 
~' t' \ I ~ \ \ ..... ''B ' \ ..... \ \ "' 
0 0£ 1\0yot ota TYJV TOV YJ OV~ apETYJV f.Lai\1\0V TJ 
St' avTovs· OtacpEpoVTWS yap EOOKEt. adJ4>pwv 

ElVaL. ot3 0~ w~ ~lAo~ Tfj~ ~Sovijs EOOKEL TaUTa 
A \ I ) \ \) ~I Jl ) ) \ I(J ) 
~ /\Eye tv, a/\1\ ovTw~ EXELV KaT ai\Y) eLav .-ovx 

T ~) J/ ' 1' ,./.., \ ' "" ' I 'fJTTOV 0 !pET €£VaL 'fJavepov EK TOV EVaVTtoV• 

1 llpurrov 8v Kb. 2 oe Hel. : o7J. 

a As ·we should say, ' gravitate towards.' Eudoxus, an 
unorthodox pupil of P1ato, was an astronon1er, and seems 
to have imported physical terminology into Ethics. 
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are at variance \vith palpable facts, they provoke 
contempt, and involve the truth in their own dis
credit. If one who censures pleasure is seen some
times to desire it himself, his s"rerving towards it 
is thought to show that he really believes that all 
pleasure is desirable ; for the mass of mankind 

4 cannot discriminate. Hence it appears that true 
theories are the most valuable for conduct as well 
as for science; harmonizing with the facts, they 
carry conviction, and so encourage those who under
stand them to guide their lives by them. 

With so much by way of introduction, let us now 
review the theories about pleasure that have been 
advanced. 

ii That pleasure is the Good was held by Eudoxus, (I) Pleasure 

th £ 11 · d · H th t 11 t the Good: on e o ow1ng groun s. e saw a a crea ures, arguments 
rational and irrational alike, seek to obtain it ; but of Eudoxus. 
• - (h d) h hi h . d . bJ . (i) All In every case e argue t at w c IS es1ra e IS things seek 

good, and that which is most .desirable is the best ; pleasure, 

therefore the fact that all creatures ' move in the 
direction of' " the same thing indicates that this 
thing is the Supreme Good for all (since everything 
finds its own particular good, just as it finds its o'vn 
proper food) ; but that which is good for all, and 
which all seek to obtain, is the Good. 

His arguments owed their acceptance however 
more to the excellence of his character than to their 
own merit. He had the reputation of being a man 
of exceptional ten1perance, and hence he was not 
suspected of upholding this view because he was a 
lover of pleasure, but people thought it must really 
be true. 

· 2 He also held that the goodness of pleasure (ii} and. 

11 . .r .r. h . . shun pa.1n, was equa y manuest trom t e converse : pain IS 
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\ \ ,, 8' f \ "' ,/.. ' .. 
'T"'JV yap I\V1T1JV Ka aVTO 1Ta0'£ 'fJ€VKTOV ££Vat, 
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~ ()' ~ \ 1" t \ \ ~ ~ I 

WS Ka aVTTJV OVUaV atpETTJV T'YJV TJOOV1JV .-
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1TpOUTt, EfLEVTJV 7"€ OTqJOVV TWV aya WV atpETW• 

TEpov rroteiv, oiov Tlp OtKaLo1TpayEiv Ka~ awcppo- 26 
"" "C (} 1 ~'2 ' ' (}' ' '3 t "" , 3 VEt,V• avs EU at 0€ TO aya OV aVTO aVTlp. EOLKE 

~\ "i' I t \I """ ) (}""' ' \ ) 
01} OVTOS' YE 0 1\0YOS' TWV aya WV aVTTJV a1TO• 
,/.. I \ ' ~ \ "' \ \ t I """ \ 8' 
'fJat.VELV, Kat OVOEV J.La/\1\0V £TEpOV • 1TaV yap fLE 
tl '(}""' t I -.\ I I 
£TEpov aya OV at.pETWTEpov TJ fLOVOVJLEVOV. TOtOVTq.J 
~' \I \ II' I , "" tl ' , t~ \ 
OTJ 1\0ylp Kat 1\aTWV avatpEL OTt, OVK EUTLV TJOOV1J 

) (}I t I \ 1' \ t~\ Ql \ 
Taya ov• atpETWTEpOV yap ELVaL TOV TJOVV fJtOV JLETa 80 
,/.. I <t\ I ' ~\ \ \ "" 
'YPOV1JUEWS' TJ XWPLS', EL OE TO JLLKTOV KpEtTTOV, 

, 1' " t~ \ , (}I '~ \ \ 
OVK ELVat TTJV TJUOVTJV Taya ov· OVUEVOS yap 1Tpoa-

8 I ' ""4 ) e \ f I I e 
TE EVTOS aVTlp Taya OV at.pETWTEpOV YLVEa a£. 
~ .... , ~' t ,~, ,,,, ,~, , 0' "' , C\ 
07)1\0V 0 WS OVO a/\1\0 OVOEV Taya 0"11 aV E1.1J, 0 

I .-. ()' f \ 5 ' () "" f I 
JLETa TLVOS TWV Ka aVTa aya.. WV atpETWTEpOV 

I I 1' ' \ ""' 1' \ f "" 4 ')'I.V£'Tat. Tt, OVV EO'Tt, TOLOVTOV, OV Ka£ 'f}fLEtS 

~eotvwvofiJLev; TotovTov yap E1Tt,TJTEiTat. as 
0 ~ ~' ' I ~ ' ' (} \ 'f' I t t, 0 EV£UTaJ.L€VOt WS OVK aya OV OV 1TaVT 

',/...' \ '(}' \I 6 t\ \ "" ~ "" £\fJLETat, IL'YJ ov ev 1\Eyovatv • a yap waat ooKEt, 1173 
,.. ' 1' I ,/... ~ ~' ) """' I \ I 

TaVT €tVa£ 'faJLEV• 0 0 avatpWV TaV'T'Y)V TTJV 1T£0'T£V 

1 KaL au~ea-OaL MbOb. 
3 auro Mb: om. KbLb. 
6 aura ? Richards : ailro. 

I Of Ramsauer : a~. 
c auro pr. Kb. 
8 AE"'(WG'LP Kb. 

• Viz., incapable of being improved by the addition of 
something else. But the sentence looks like an inter:Qola-
tion. b Ph ilebus 60 n If. 

0 These are the Speusippus and the Academics of Aristotle's 
day; see VII. xi. 8, note. 
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intrinsically an object of avoidance to all, therefore 
its opposite must be intrinsically an object of desire 
to all. 

Again, he argued that that thing is most desirable (iii) and 

which we choose not as a means to or for the sake =~~~ r~e:;. 
of something else ; but such admittedly is pleasure : end in itself. 
we never ask a man for what purpose he indulges in 
pleasure-we assume it to be desirable in itself. 

He also said that the addition of pleasure to any (iv) Plea

good-for instance, just or temperate conduct- ~~~~=:~ther 
makes that good more desirable ; but only the good goods. 

can enhance the good. 
3 Now as for the last argument, it seems only to The last 

prove that pleasure is a good, and not that it is in ~~~~e~t 
any way better than any other good ; for every good good but 

is more desirable when combined with some other ~~e 
good than in isolation. In fact, a similar argument is 
employed by Plato b to refute the view that pleasure is 
the Good : the life of pleasure, h.e urges, is more desir-
able in combination with intelligence than without 
it ; but if pleasure combined with something else is 
better than pleasure alone, it is not the Good, for 
the Good is not rendered more desirable by the 
addition of anything to it. And it is clear that 
nothing else either will be the Good if it becomes 
more desirable when combined with something good 

4: in itself. What thing is there then of this nature, a (II) Plea

which is attainable by us ? for it is something of~~~ ~~tau; 
this nature that we are in search of. refutation 

of Academic 
Those 0 on the other hand who deny that that argu~enta 

which all creatures seek to obtain is good, are surely ~~~;h~iz.: 
talking nonsense. For what all think to be good, (i) w~at aU 

h . d d h h b seek 1s not t at, we assert, IS goo ; an e t at su verts our necessarilJ 
belief in the opinion of all mankind, will hardly good. 
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\ "' i\ I (} ) I ,/.. l t i\ I I 
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, ' t~ \ ' 8' ., ' .... (} ' EU'Tt, T1JV 1JOOV'f}V aya OV ELVat,• aVTt,KEta at yap 

Ka~ KaKOV KaKijJ Ka! [ aJLcPW ]
4 

TijJ JLYJDETEp({J-
\1 ,... ) ""' ) \ ) I """ ) 
1\EyovTES ravTa ov KaKws, ov J-LYJV eTTt YE Twv etpYJ-' ,, e I , ,/.. ,.. , , ,, .... 5 
J.LEVWV a/\7) EVOVTES. aJL\fOLV J.LEV yap OVTOLV (TWV > 10 

""' ' ,/.. ' ,,~ , ,/.. i' .... ~ 
KaKWV Kat \fEVKTa EOEt afL\fW Et..Vat, TWV J.-tYJO• 

I ~\ ~I 't\ t I "' ~\ ,/.. 1 
ETEpWV 0€ J.LY)OETEpOV ?'} Of.LOLWS• VVV 0€ 'fatVOVTa£ 

\ \ ,/.. I f I \ ~) t I 
TY)V fLEV "rEUYOVTES WS KaKOV, T'f}V 0 at-pOUfLEVOL 

t ' ()' tl ~\ \ ' I WS aya ov· OUTW O'f} Kat aVTLKELTat. 
iii 0 , ' '~' , \ .... ' , ' f V J.LTJV OVO Et J.-tTJ TWV 'TT'OLOTYJTWV EO'TLV 'YJ 

t~ I ~ \ ""'' )~\ ""' ) ()""' )~\ \ t 
'YJOOVTJ, o'a TOUT OUOE 'TWV aya wv· OVO€ yap at 

"" ' ""' ) I I I ) '\:'' t 
T'f}S apETYJS EVEpyetat 'TTOLOT'f}TES EtaLV, OVO YJ 15 

2 '~ I \1 ~\ \ \ ) Q\ t I e 
EuoaLJ.-tOVta.-AEyouat o€ TO J.LEV ayauov wpta at, 

\ ~, t ~ \ . ) I 1' t/ ~ I \ 
T7JV o 'YJOOVYJV aoptaTov etvat, OTt oEXETat TO 

...... '\ ' [ ' ]6 1' , ' 1' ' "" p.a/\1\0V Kat TO TJTTOV. EL J.LEV OVV EK 'TOV 
ft~ 8 "" I \ \ \ ~ 

'Y)OEU at TOVTO KptVOVUt1 Kat TTEpt Tr)V OLKatO• 
I \ \ Jl\ \ ) I (}' c\ ) "' 

avV'f}V Kat Tas a/\1\aS apETas, Ka as evapyws 
,/.. ' ,.. ' \ \ 1' [ ' ]7 \ t , \faat J.La/\1\0V Kat.. 'Y)TTOV TOUS 'TT'OLOUS Vnap- 20 

[ 
\ \ \ ' I J 8 Jl \ ) I 

xetv Kat KaTa Tas apE7as , EaTat TO auTo 

(~I I ) "'\ \ \ ) ~ ""' " \:' \ 
ot.KaLOt yap Et.Ut J.La/\1\0V Kat avopEtOL, EUTL OE 

1 p.6va add. codd. Lambini. 
2 wp€-yero Lb: op€-yeraL (v fJ-fJI • • • opE"(ETO.L • • • v Oft 

By,vater). . 
3 [ a-ya8ov] Susemihl ~ a8ava TOll ? A pelt. ' Hachforth. 
5 Bywater: ovTwv Kb. 
6 (ro] om. Lb. 7 ed. 
8 [ Kal ••• aperas] ed.: Kal om. Kb, Kal Ka.r' avnis Coraes, 

.cal ('rrparreLv) Kara rcu dperas Vahlen. 
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persuade us to believe his own either. If only the 
irrational creatures strove to obtain what is pleasant, 
there would have been some sense in this contention ; 
but inasmuch as beings endowed with intelligence 
do so too, how can it be right ? And perhaps even 
the lower animals possess an instinct superior to 
their own natures, which seeks to obtain the good 
appropriate to their kind. 

5 Again, these thinkers' refutation of the argument (ii) The 

from the converse appears equally unsound. They ~~f~~t:y0Le 
sav, if pain is bad, it does not follow therefore that also bad, or 

l.; • d .1! "1 l b d t neutraL p easure ts goo : 10r an ev1 can a so e oppose o 
an evil and to a thing that is neither good nor evil: 
a statement which is indeed sound enough, but which 
does not apply to the things in question. If both 
pleasure and pain were in the class of evils, both 
\Vonld be also of necessity things to be avoided, and 
if in the class of things neutral, neither ought to be 
avoided, or they ought to be ~voided alike; but as 
it is we see men avoid pain as evil and choose pleasure 
as good ; it is therefore as good and evil that they 
are opposed. 

111 Nor yet does it follow that if pleasure is not a (iii) ~1ea
quality, therefore it is not a good. Virtuous activi- ~:~i~;~ot 1 

ties are not qualities either, nor is happiness. 
2 Again they argue a that good is definite, but that (iv) ~le~-

1 · · d fi "t b "t dm•t f d sure 18 In· p easure IS In e m e, ecause 1 a 1 s o egrees. definite. 

No'v (a) if they base this judgement on the fact that 
one can be more or less pleased, the same argument 
will apply to Justice and the other virtues, the 
possessors of which are clearly spoken of as being 
more or less virtuous ; for example, A may be more 
just or brave, and may act more, or less, justly or 

a l)hilebus 2·:1 .. E, 31 A. 
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JLEV OVV EtS 'TT}V TJOOV1JV TaXEWS Kat jJpaoEWS 
, ' "' ~\ ) ' \ ' tl I 
EUTtV, EVEpyetV OE KaT aVTTJV OVK EUTt TaXEWS ~ 
\ I ~) ~~~ (} I I "" 't\ II ~ "" 6 1\EYW o TJOEU at. yeveat.S 'TE 7TWS av Et'T}; oOKEL 5 

1 oe Kb: o' ev. 
• Tl o€ KwXueL r: .,.l Kw"-uet. oe Lb, Tl 'YaP Kw"-ueL Mb, Kfil .,., 

KW..,...UETal. Kb. 8 [TO] om Lb. ' aPEL/).fP'YJ Kb. 
1 KlP'YJCTLs Richards : KLP-IjCTet.s Kb, KlP'YJCTLP. 

• i.e., when they attribute ' indefiniteness ' to pleasure, 
they are really thinking of the ' mixed' pleasures only; it 
does not apply to the ' pure ' pleasures, in which there is no 
admixture of pain; and the distinction between these two 
kinds of pleasure is Plato's own. 0 P hilebus 58 c-54 n. 

c This motion being uniform, it can only be spoken of 
as quick or slow in comparison with some other motion. 
584 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS X. iii. 2-3 

temperately, than B. If on the other hand (b) 
they judge by the nature of the pleasures them
selves, I am afraid they do not state the right 
ground for their conclusion, if it be true that 
there are two kinds of pleasures, unmixed as well 
as mixed.a 

1 Again, (c) why should not pleasure be like health, 
which is definite although it admits of degrees ? 
For health Is not constituted by the same proportion 
of elements in all persons ; nor yet by one particular 
proportion in the same person always, but when it is 
in process of dissolution it still lasts for a certain 
time, and therefore it varies in degree. It is possible 
therefore that the same may be the case with pleasure. 

4 Again, they postulate b that the Good is perfect, ~v) Plea~nre 
h t . f t• · · IS a mot1on w ereas a mo Ion or process o genera Ion IS 1m- or process of 

perfect, and then they attempt to prove that pleasure becomin~ or 
· t• Th. t b · t k of replemsh· IS a mo Ion or process. IS appears o e a m1s a e. ment, and 

(a) It would seem that pleasl.l1e is not a motion • ~herefore 
• . 'rm~~~ for we hold It to be a property of all motion to be 

quick or slow-if (as with the motion ° of the firma-
ment) not absolutely, then relatively to some other 
moving body. But pleasure possesses neither 
absolute nor relative velocity. You can become 
pleased quickly, just as you can get angry quickly s 
but you cannot be pleased quickly, nor yet more 
quickly than somebody else, as you can walk, grow, 
etc., more quickly than somebody else. It is possible 
to pass into a pleasurable state quickly or slowly, 
but not to function in that state-i.e. to feel pleasure 

G -quickly. And (b) in what sense can pleasure be 
a process of generation ? We do not think that 

· not absolutely, i.1. in comparison with itself at some other 
time. 
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' .... ' ' ,!..' \ ,... ' t~ ..... EK TWV 7TEpt T'Y)V TPO'PYJV I\V7fuJv Kat 'Y}oovwv· 
' ~ ..... ' I ' ' e ' ~~~ e EVoEEtS yap yevop.,evous Kat 1Tpoi\V1TYJ~ EVTas 'Y)OEa at 15 

7 ,... ) \ I """ ~' ) \ I 
TTJ aVa7TI\T)pWO'EL. 'TOVTO o OV 7TEpt, ?Taaas aup,-
Q I \ t ~ I Jl\ I ) fl () 
JJaLpEt TaS 'YJOOVas• ai\V1TOt yap ELO'LV at T€ f.-1.-a 'Y)-

' ' ..... ' ' 'el t ~ \ ..... JLaTtKat Kat TWV KU:Ta TaS ata YJGEI.S at oLa 'TY]S 
, ,/... ' ' , ' "' ' t f oa1.~pYJaEws, Kat aKpoafLaTa OE Kat opap.,aTa 

\ \ I \ ,... \ ) \ I~ I 1' 1' 
'lT0/\1\a, Kat JLVYJ'fLaL Kat €/\7TLOES. TLVOS OVV aV'Tat 

I '' )~ \ \ '' ~ I YEVEO'EtS EO'OVTat; ovo£vos yap EVoEta yeyEVYJTat, 20 

8 'i" I ) 'J\ ) \I \ ~\ \ 
ov yevotT av ava1TI\Y)pwats.-1Tpo() o€ Tovs 1Tpo-
,J..I \ ) ~~ ,... t~ """ \1 
'f'EpOV'TaS TaS €7TOVELOLO''TOVS 'TWV YJOOVWV 1\eyot 

.,, ~~ ) '' ,...(}' t ~ I ) \ ) ""' 
TtS av O'T£ OVK EO''TL TaU YJOEa. OV yap E£ TO£S 

""' ~ I t~l ) I ) I ) \ 
KaKWS otaKEtJLEVOLS YJOEa EO'TLV, OLY)'TEOV aura 

, t~l 1' ,, I e' ,~, , ..... 
Kat YJUEa ELVa£ 'lTilYJV 'TOUTOLS, Ka ,a7rEp OUO€ Ta TOLS 

I f \ "' \ I ,, I ) ~) ';' 
KaJLVOuatv vyt.Etva YJ yi\VKEa YJ ntr<pa, ovo av 26 

1 ~ .q Lb: '~· 2 OVK Lb: ovo'. 
1 Kat : <wo-7rep> Kai vel potius Kav Richards. 

a P kileb·u.s 31 E-3~ n, 42 c. 
b i.e., we do not say a cut is a paint but it is accompanied 

by pain. 
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any chance thing can be generated from any other 
chance thing, but that a thing at its dissolution is 
resolved into that from which it is generated ; and 
if pleasure is the generation of something, pain is 

8 the destruction of that thing. Also (c) they saya 
that pain is a deficiency of the natural state and 
pleasure is its replenishment. But these are bodily 
experiences. Now if pleasure is a replenishment of 
the natural state, the pleasure will be felt by the thing 
in 'vhich the replenishment takes place. There
fore it is the body that feels pleasure. But this 
does not seem to be the case. Therefore pleasure 
is not a process of replenishment, though while 
replenishment takes place, a feeling of pleasure may 
accompany it, just as a feeling of pain may accompany 
a surgical operation.b The belief that pleasure is a 
replenishment seems to have arisen frorn the pains 
and pleasures connected with food : here the 
pleasure does arise from a . replenishment, and is 

7 preceded by the pain of a want. But this is not the 
case with all pleasures : the pleasures of knowledge, 
for exan1ple, have no antecedent pain ; nor have 
certain of the pleasures of sense, namely those whose 
medium is the sense of smell, as well as many sounds 
and sights ; and also memories and hopes. If these 
are processes of generation, generation of what ? 
No lack of anything has occurred that may be 
replenished. 

8 In reply to those who bring forward the disreput- (vi) Some 

bl 1 ( ) d l l pleasures 
a e p easures, one may a eny t 1at t 1ese are are disgrace. 
really pleasant: for granted they are pleasant to ful. 

ill-conditioned people, it cannot therefore be assumed 
that they are actually pleasant, except to them, any 
more than things healthy or sweet or bitter to 
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,/.. I Jl~ f \ \ \ ' (} \ f \ "" ~ "" 
t.yOpO'f!S EtoEt • 0 JLEV yap '11'pOS Taya OV OJL£1\E'tV oOK.E£1 

~ ~ \ \ ~ ~ I \ "'I \ ' ~ 1r \ 
0 OE 7TpOS 'YJOOV'Y)V, Kat Tip JLEV OVEtOt~E''Tat, 'TOV 

~' ' "' ~ \ fl ~ i\ ""' '~ I 12 0 E1TatVOVUtV WS 1TpOS ETEpa Oft£ OVVTa. OVOEtS 117t I 
t 't\ fl\ r "' ~ I ~ I Jl 8 \ Q I 

T av EI\OtTO ~ 'Y}V 1Tatotov otavotav EXWV ta JJtOV, 

f~l ',1..' f' \ ~I ~ f'l 1\ 
'I'JOOJLEVOS E'r OLS Ta 1Tat.oLa WS OLOV TE f.Lal\tUTCL • 

'~ \ I ""' ""' ' I ~I OVOE xatpEtV 1TO£WV Tt TWV aLUXLU'TWV 1 JL'I'JOE'1TOTE 

JLlAAwv AV1T'Y]8fjvat. 1TEp! 1ToAAd TE a1Tov8~v 1TOt7J• 

I (}' 't\ \ t ~ I t ,/.. I f ~ I 'I' 
UaLJLE av Kat E't, JLYJOEJLtaV E1Ttt.yEpOt 'I'JOOV'I'}V 1 OtOV I 

f "' I '~ I \ ' \ " t opav, JLVTJJLOVEVEtv, EtoEvat, Tas apETas EXEtV. Et, 

~t '/; ' 1 fl I f ~ I '~ \ 8 
0 Es avayKY)S E1TOV'Tat TOV'TOtS 'I'JOOVat, OVOE'V £a-

..J... I f\ I 8 \ "' "' \ t \ I I 
~EpEt • E/\Otf.LE a yap av TavTa Kat Et, 1'"1 ytvot,T 

1 "A.I-yoL Ttl Bywater: "'AI'Yo'T'. 
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· invalids are really so, or any more than things that 
seem white to people with a disease of the eyes 

9 are really white. Or (b) one may take the line 
that, though the pleasures themselves are desirable, 
they are not desirable when derived from those 
sources ; just as wealth is desirable, but not if won by 
treachery, or health, but not at the cost of eating 

10 anything and everything. Or (c) we may say that P_Ieasures 
pleasures differ in specific quality ; since (a) those ~~::lin 
derived from noble sources are not the same as quality. 
those derived from base sources, and it is impossible 
to feel the pleasures of a just man without being 
just, or the pleasures of a musician without being 

11 musical, and so on. And also (/3) the distinction 
between a friend and a flatterer seems to show that 
pleasure is not a good, or else that pleasures are 
specifically different ; since a friend is thought to 
aim at doing good to his companion, a flatterer at 
giving pleasure ; to be a fJ.atterer is a reproach, 
whereas a friend is praised because in his inter-

12 course he aims at other things. And (y) no one 
would choose to retain the mind of a child through
out his life, even though he continued to enjoy the 
pleasures of childhood with undiminished zest ; nor 
(o) would anyone choose to find enjoyment in doing 
some extremely shameful act, although it would 
entail no painful consequences. Also (e) there are 
many things which we should be eager to possess 
even if they brought us no pleasure, for instance 
sight, memory, knowledge, virtue. It may be the 
case that these things are necessarily attended by 
pleasure, but that makes no difference ; for we 
should desire them even if no pleasure resulted from 
them. 
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2 XPOVOV f'LVOJ-L/.1/Y]S' 'TEAEtw8~aETat 'TO efoos. 0L01T€p 
'~\ I I ' ' I \ "" I 

OVO€ KLVYJULS' EU'TtV• EV XPOVl.p yap 7Taaa KLVYJULS' 
\ 1\ I 1' t ' ~ I \3 \ I 

Ka~ 'T€1\0VS TLVOS, OLOV 'Y) OLKOOOJLLK'Y), Kat TEI\Eta 2f 
" I "' 'A ... ' " ' " ~\ ..... O'TaV 1TOl/Y)UTJ OV 6yLE'TaL • 'Y) EV a1TUV'TL OYJ Tip 

I '1\ I ' ~\ ""' I .-. I 4 
XPOV!p 1J TOV'Tlp. €V OE 'TOLS' JLEpEat 'TOV XPOVOV 

,... , \ ""' ' tl - ,,~ - t'/ \ ' 
7Taaat aT€1\ELS', . Kat E'TEpat Tl.p Et.OEL TTJS' 01\Y)S' Kat 
'\\1\ t \ .-. \1(} I(} f I ,.. 

a/\1\'Y)/\WV. 1) yap TWV 1\L WV UVV EUl.S €TEpa TY)S' 

TOV KLOVOS' paflowaews, Kat aOTa£ TfjS' TOV vaov 
I \ f \ ""' "" \ I ( '~ \ 'ITOLY)aEWS'• KaL 'Y) JLEV 'TOV VUOV T€1\Eta OVUEVOS' 25 

1 a-ya8ov Kb. I r{~ELOJI Kb. 
a Kal. add. Kb: olKooop.la Ka~ ? St . 
• TOU xp6vou: Kat T~ XPOVCfJ Kb, post E(OEL transponenduin 

P Richards, Kal. [ r~ xpov({J] Burnet. 

e1 Klv'l]cns here has its wider sense of any process of 
change that actualizes what is potentially ; it includes 
generation, of which building is an instance. In its proper 
sense Klv'l]O"ts is limited to change of quality, quantity,. or 
place. 
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13 It seems therefore that pleasure is not the Good, 
and that not every pleasure is desirable, but also that 
there are certain pleasures, superior in respect of 
their specifie quality or their source, that are desir
able in thernselves. 

Let this suffice for a discussion of the current views 
about pleasure and pain. 

iv We mav ascertain the nature and quality of cc. tv.,"· 
1 "' 1 1 ·r t t · f: th The author'• p easure more c ear y I we s ar again rom e view of plea-

beNginninhg. f . h b ~ ~~~~re.It~t 
ow t e acto stg t appears to e per1ect at any is complete 

moment of its duration ; it does not require any- at any t d 

h. l . d .c • momen an t 1ng to supervene ater In or er to per1ect Its therefore 

specific quality. But pleasure also appears to be ~~;sao~ro
a thing of this nature. F"or it is a whole, and one transition. 
cannot at any moment put one's hand on a pleasure 
which will only exhibit its specific quality perfectly 
if its duration be prolonged. 

2 It follows also that pleas:ure is not a form of 
motion.a For every motion or process of change 
involves duration, and is a means to an end, for 
instance the process of building a house ; and it 
is perfect when it has effected its end. Hence 
a. motion is perfect either when viewed over the 
'vhole time of its duration, or at the moment when 
its end has been achieved. The several motions 
occupying portions of the time of the whole are 
imperfect, and different in kind from the whole and 
from each other. For instance, in building a temple 
the fitting together of the stones is a different 
process from the fluting of a column, and both are 
different from the construction of the temple as a 
whole ; and whereas the building of the temple is 
a perfect process, for nothing more is required to 
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1 oiiK : ouo' Ar. 

• The lecturer appears to draw a line representing a 
racecourse, and divide it into two parts, representing two 
sections of the course (not two lines across the course). The 
motion of traversing one section is not the same as that of 
traversing the others, if only because they are in different 
places. b Physics, vi.-VIn. 
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achieve the end proposed, laying the foundation 
~nd constructing the triglyphs are imperfect pro
cesses, since each produces only a part of the design ; 
they are therefore specifically different from the 
construction of the 'vhole, and it is not possible to 
lay one's finger on a motion specifically perfect at 
any moment of the process of building, but only, 
if at all, in the whole of its duration. 

3 And the same is true of walking and the other 
forms of locomotion. For if locomotion is motion 
from one point in space to another, and if this is of 
different kinds, flying, walking, leaping and the 
like, and not only so, but if there are also differences 
in walking itself (for the terminal points of a race
course are not the same as those of a portion of the 
course, nor are those of one portion the same as those 
of another; nor is traversing this line the same as 
traversing that one,a for the runner does not merely 
travel along a certain line but travels along a line 
that is in a certain place, and this line is in a different 
place from that)-however, for a full treatment of 
the subject of motion I must refer to another 
work,b but it appears that a motion is not perfect at 
every moment, but the many movements which make 
up the whole are imperfect ; and different from each 
other in kind, inasmuch as the terminal points of a 

f movement constitute a specific quality. The specific 
quality of pleasure on the contrary is perfect at 
any moment. It is clear therefore that pleasure is 
not the same as motion, and that it is a whole and 
something perfect. 

This may also be inferred from the fact that a 
movement necessarily occupies a space of time, 
whereas a feeling of pleasure does not, for every 
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I \ \ """ t \ \ '' () ( ,.. \ Ka/\1\La'TOV 'TWV V'TrO TYJV ata Y)GLV TOLOVTOV yap 
1\ t 1' ~ """ t \ I ) I ' \ ~\ 

(Lal\taT Et.Vat OOKE£ 'YJ T€1\Et.a EVEpyeta • UVTY)V 0€ 

\I ' "' ,, ) "' t I (}' ~ ..J.. f ) 
1\EYELV EVEpyetV, YJ EV lp EaTL, JLYJ EV ota't'EPETW , 

(}) t I 4 ~ \ 6 Q \ I ) \ t ' I """ 
Ka EKaaTYJV OYJ tJEilTLGTYJ Ea'TLV 'I} €Vepyet.a TOV 

Jl ~ I \ \ I ,... t' 
aptaTa OLUKELJ.LEVOV 1rpos TO KpaTtaTOV 'TWV V1T 

) I tl ~) ,, ' I Jl \ t ~I 
aVTYJV• aVTTJ 0 av TEAELOTaTYJ Et1] Kat 'Y)OLG'TYJ. 2() 

\ ,.. \ tl e , ) t~ I t I 
KUTa '1Taaav yap atU ''f}GLV EaTtV 'Y)OOV'Y), OJLOLWS 
~ \ \ ~ I \ (} I t ~I ~' t 
OE Kat oLaVOtaV. Kat EWpt.aV, 'Y)OtGTTJ 0 '1] TE-
\ I i\ I ~' t ,.. 1' Jl \ 
1\EtoTaTTJ, TE Et.oTaTYJ o '1] TOV EV EXOVTOS 1rpos 

\ ~ I ,... t ' ) I \ "' ~\ \ 
TO a'TTOVoatOTaTOV TWV V1T aVTYJV• 'TE/\€1..0£ 0€ TYJV 

) I t t~ I t \ ) \ ~\ I tl 
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t~ \ \ "' \ \ ) (} I \ t Jl 8 
TJOOVYJ 'TEI\ELOt Kat. TO aLa YJTOV TE Kat 'I} ata 'i]GLS, 25 

~ """ J/ ~ '~' t t I \ t ) \ 
a'lTovoata ovTa, wa'11'Ep ova 'Y) vyteta Kat o taTpos 
t I tl I ) ,.. t I ( (}' t I 'I OJLOLWS atTLa EGTL TOV vytaLVEtV. Ka EKaaTYJV 

1 -r7js 7}oov-ijs Ramsauer: T~v -ljSo~,. 
2 ou8€VOS cod. Turnebi. 
3 ouoe • • • "fEV€a-ts seclud. ? ed. 
' EKa~T'YJll .l\Jex.·: lKaurov. 5 0~ Lambinus: oe. 

a This parenthesis is perhaps an interpolation. 
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moment of pleasurable consciousness is a perfect 
whole. 

These considerations also show that it is a mistake nor the 

k f 1 h 1 f 
. res,_.lt of a 

to spea o p easure as t e resu t o a motion or process. 

of a process of generation. For we cannot so 
describe everything, but only such things as are 
divided into parts and are not wholes. "fhus an act 
of sight, a geometrical point, an arithmetical unit 
are not the result of a process of generation (nor 
is any of them a motion or process a). Pleasure 
therefore also is not the result of a motion or process ; 
for pleasure is a whole. 

6 Again, inasmuch as each of the senses acts in The condl· 

relation to its object, and acts perfectly when it is ~i1~~:~~: it 
in good condition and directed to the finest of the accompanies 

• • • and consnm· 
obJects that belong to It (for this seems to be the best mates the 

description of perfect activity, it being assumed to ~~~1~~~ of 

make no difference whether it be the sense itself faculty of 

that acts or the organ in which the sense resides),~~~~~~~ 
it follows that the activity of any of the senses is exercised on 

at its best when the sense-organ being in the best ~~~~~ 
condition is directed to the best of its objects ; 
and this activity will be the most perfect and the 
pleasantest. For each sense has a corresponding 
pleasure, as also have thought and speculation, and 
its activity is pleasantest when it is most perfect, 
and most perfect when the organ is in good condition 
and when it is directed to the most excellent of 
its objects ; and the pleasure perfects the activity. 

6 The pleasure does not however perfect the activity 
in the same \vay as the object perceived and the 
sensory faculty, if good, perfect it ; just as health 
and the physician are not in the same way the cause 
of being healthy. 
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f1 tf " 1" I \-A 'f)\ ,3: 
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olov Set Kat TO Kptvov ~ fJewpovv, eaTat €v Tfj 1175 1 
' I f3 t ~ I t I \ , \ \ 

E:VEPYELCf YJ YJOOVYJ. OJLOLWV yap OJITWV Kat 7TpOS 
S'\ \ \ \ ' \ I ' I "" f) a/\1\Y)/\a Tov avTov Tpo1Tov exovTwv Tov TE 7Ta 7]· 

""' \ ""' ..-. ' \ I,J.,. I f) TLKOV Kat TOU 1TOtY)ItKOV TaVTO 1TE'fJVKE ytvEa at.. 

9 -'ITWS 0011 ovDElS aVVEXWS' ijDETat; ~4 
KaJLVE£; 

1 \ ' , (J , '~ "" .... 1Tav:ra yap Ta av pw1TEta aouvaTEt, UVVEXWS I 
, "" , I ';' '~, f ~ I 6 fl \ 

E:VEpyetv• OV ytVETat. OVV OVO 'YJOOVYJ, €1TETat yap 
""' ' I Jf ~ \ I \ , f1 

T'[J evepyetq,. evta oe TEp1TEt Kat,va ovTa, vaTepov 
~' ' t ' . ~ ' ' ' ' ' \ ..... OE OVX Of-tOLWS ota TaVTo· TO JLEV yap 7TpWTOV 

1\ t ~I \ ~ I \ 
wapaKEKI\Y}Tat 'Y) otavota Kat otaTETaJLEVWS'. 1TEpt 

' ' ' .... tl \ ' ' './, t , /3' ' aVTa evepyet, WU7TEp KaTa TYJV O'PtV 0£ EJL /\€7TOV'TES, 
I ~' ' I t ' I '\ \ \ /LETE1TEtTa o ov TotaVTYJ 'Y) evepyeta a/V\a 'TI'ap- 10 
\ I ~ \ \ t t~ \ ' "" , I 10 TJJLEI\T)JLEVYJ. oto Kat 'Y) 'YJOOVYJ aJLavpovTat.-ope-

)'E:a8at Ot TijS' ~Sovi]S' olr;fJelYJ T£S av aTTaVTas. 

1 'TE Bywater: ")'E Lb, om. vulg. 
3 7] secludendnm ? Bywater. 
' 7} (on> neseio q uis ap. vVilkinson. 
1 i}oov'q <o-uvex?]s> Ramsauer. 

4 As well as to tastes, scents, and contacts, which are more 
obviously pleasant. 
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7 (It is clear that each of the senses is accompanied 
by pleasure, since we apply the term pleasant to 
sights and sounds a; and it is also clear that the 
pleasure is greatest when the ._sensory faculty is 
both in the best condition and acting in relation to the 
best object ; and given excellence in the perceived 
object and the percipient organ, there will always 
be pleasure when an object to cause it and a subject 
to feel it are both present.) 

8 But the pleasure perfects the activity, not as the 
fixed disposition does, by being already present in 
the agent, but as a supervening perfection, like the 
bloom of health in the young and vigorous. 

So long therefore as both object thought of or 
perceived, and subject discerning or judging, are 
such as they should be, there will be pleasure in the 
activity ; sin~e while both the passive and the active 
parties to a relationship remain the same in them
selves and unaltered in their relation to one another, 
the same result is naturally produced. 

9 How is it then that no one can feel pleasure con- Thus plea· 

t • 1 j) p h "t • d t .e t" • sure wan~l Inuous y . er aps I IS ue o 1a 1gue, Since no when activ• 
human faculty is capable of uninterrupted activity, ity flags. 

and therefore pleasure also is not continuous, because 
it accompanies the activity of the faculties. It is for 
the same reason that some things please us when 
new, but cease to give so much pleasure later ; this 
is because at first the mind is stimulated, and acts 
vigorously in regard to the object, as in the case of 
sight when we look at something intently; but 
afterwards the activity is less vigorous and our 
attention relaxes, and consequently the pleasure 
also fades. 

10 It might be held that all men seek to obtain 
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\ ) I \ \ Y"' ~I 1' ' I 
Tas evepyetas, Kat TO s YJV oY), ov opeyovrat. 

)\I '1' \ """ t~ "" ',/...' \ ""' 11 EVI\OYWS' OVV Kat TTJS' 'YJOOVYJS E"PLEVTat. • T€1\ELOL 
\ t I \ y..... t \ Jl I ~\ 
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~ \ \ t~ \ \ Y"" t I (} ,, ~ \ \ 
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,.,.. \ t~ I ',/.,. I (} ) ,.. I 
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" ..... ,,~ t A.., t I ' I {} ' ..... B ETEpa TqJ ELOEf, V"r E'TEpWV OLOJLE a T€1\ELOVa at. 

fl \A..' \'A.. ' ' ' t' OV'TW yap \f'aLVE'Tat Kat Ta \f'VaLKa Kat Ta V7TO 
I 1' Y""' ' \ ~I~ \ ,/..\ \ 

TEXVYJS, otov ~;,cpa Kat oevopa Kat ypat..pYJ Kat 
J1 \ 1 \ ' I \ ,.. t I ~\ ' 

ayai\J.La Kat OLKt.a Kat aKEVos• OJ.LOLWS' O€ KaL !6 
\ ' I \ ~ A._ I "' J/~ t \ 

Tas evEpyetas Tas ota"repovaas Ttp EtoEt vno 

2 Otacpep6v'TWV eiDEL TEAELova8at. Otacp€povat o' ai 
,... c;;:. I .... \ \ ' (} I \ ' '2 TYJS' oLaVotaS' TWV KaTa TaS aLa YJaELS Kat UVTaL 

' \ \ I \ ' 1'~ \ t \ ""' ~ \ t ~ I U/\1\Y)/\WV Ka'T EtOOS'• Kat at 'T€1\ELOVaat UYJ 'Y)OOVaL. 
_,~.. , c;;:., ~ ..... , , .... ..... e 
~aVEtY) 0 aV TOV'TO Kat EK TOV aVVqJKEtWG at 

""" 3 t~ """ t I ,... ) I t\ \ "' 
TWV 'Y)OOVWV EKaaTYJV 'TTJ EVEpyELCf ?JV 'T€1\ELOt. SO 

ll: \ \ ' I t ' I t<:;:- I 
avvavs EL yap T'Y}V evepyetav '1} · ou<et.a ?JOOVYJ • 

"'\\ \ t1 I \ '/: f3 ,... 
J.La/\1\0V yap EKaaTa KptVOVUt Kat E~ aKpt OVULV 

t Ll' t ~ ..... , ..... 'F' \ 
O£ p.ev 'Y)OOVYJS' evepyovvTES, otov YEWJ.LETptKO£ 

1 11-ya"Ap.a Kb: d.-yaA,u..ara. 2 a.vra.L Lb. 
a ry rwv Kb: 1r17 rwv P Bywater. 

a A variant reading gives 'and these [sc. the activities of 
the senses] from one another.' 
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pleasure, because all men desire life. Life is a form The desire 

f . . d h . hi t• •t for pleasure o actiVIty, an eac man exercises s ac IVI y upon bound up 

those objects and with those faculties which he likes ~th~ the1~~e-
h £ I h . . . h Sire J.Of uS. 

t e most : or examp e, t e musician exercises is 
sense of hearing upon musical tunes, the student 
his intellect upon problems of philosophy, and so on. 
And the pleasure of these activities perfects the 
activities, and therefore perfects life, which all men 

II seek. l\1 en have good reason therefore to pursue 
pleasure, since it perfects for each his life, which is 
a desirable thing. The question whether we desire 
life for the sake of pleasure or pleasure for the sake 
of lif~, need not be raised for the present. In any 
case they appear to be inseparably united ; for 
there is no pleasure without activity, and also no 
perfect activity without its pleasure. 

V This moreover is the ground for believing that Plt•asnree 

pleasures vary in specific quality. For we feel that ctk~tredr in. 

d·Lr k" d f h" h d"Lr In ; Since Iuerent 1n s o t Ings must ave a 1uerent sort (i)activities 
of perfection. \Ve see this to be so with natural differ, 

organisms and the productions of art, such as animals, 
trees, a picture, a statue, a house, a piece of furniture. 
Similarly we think that that which perfects one kind 
of activity must differ in kind from that which perfects 

2 another kind. Now the activities of the intellect 
differ from those of the senses, and from a one 
another, in kind : so also therefore do the pleasures 
that perfect them. 

This may also be seen from the affinity which (ii).a~~ 
exists between the various pleasures and the activities ~~~;~~t~~ 
which they perfect. For an activity is augmented by own plea~~ 
th 1 th t l 1 t · t . · th h k sures, wh1eh e p easure a )e ongs o 1 , Since ose w o wor stimulate 
with pleasure ahvays \Vork with more discernment and them, 

'vith greater accuracy-for instance, students who 
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~' ' t ,,,, f~ \ .... fl 

UXEOOV yap at a/\1\0Tptat TJOOVat 'TTOtOVULV 07T€p 
f ' ..,. \ ,.. ,/,.(} I \ \ ) I 

at otKEtat I\V1Tat • 'f-1 Etpovat yap Tas evepyetas 
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1 o~ corr. Par. 1417: o~. • olov om. Kb. 

• i.e., the special pain accompanying a particular activity 
when it functions badly or in relation to a bad object. 
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are fond of geometry become proficient in it, and 
grasp its various problems better, and . similarly 
lovers of music, architecture or the other arts make 
progress in their favourite pursuit because. they 
enjoy it. An activity then is augmented by its 
pleasure ; and that which augments a thing must 
be akin to it. But things that are akin to things of 
different kinds must themselves differ in kind. 

3 A still clearer proof may be drawn from the (iii) bnt im-

hi d th t t . •t• . f th l pede other n ranee a ac IVI 1es receive rom e p easure activities; 
derived from other activities. For instance, persons 
fond of the flute cannot give their attention to a 
philosophical discussion when they overhear some-
one playing the flute, because they enjoy music 
more than the activity in which they are engaged ; 
therefore the pleasure afforded by the music of 

4 the flute impairs the activity of study. The same 
thing occurs in other cases when a man tries to do 
two things at once ; the pleasanter activity drives 
aut the other, the more so if it is much more pleasant, 
until the other activity ceases altogether. Hence, 
when we enjoy something very much, we can hardly 
do anything else ; and when we find a thing only 
mildly agreeable, we turn to some other occupation ; 
for instance, people who eat sweets at the theatre 

5 do so especially when the acting is bad. And since 
our activities are sharpened, prolonged and improved 
by their own pleasure, and impaired by the pleasures 
of other activities, it is clear that pleasures differ 
widely from each other. In fact alien pleasures have 
almost the same effect on the activities as their own 
pains a; since, when an activity causes pain, this 
pain destroys it, for instance, if a person finds 
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WU7T€p OVV at €VEpyEtat €T€pat, Kat at 1JOOVaL. 

Otacp€pet 8€ ~ otf;ts acf>fjs Ka8apt:t6TY]Tt, Kat aKo~ 1178.& 

Ka~ oac/>p1JaLS yevaews· op.o{ws 0~ OLar/JEpOVU£ 
" f f~ I \ ' f \ \ \: I 

ICat at YJOOVat, Kat 'TOVTWV UL 1i€pL T'ljll oLaVOtaV1 

I -yap Olll. Lbr: d.p' ? ed. 
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writing or doing sums unpleasant and ir~some; 
for he stops \vriting or doing sums, becalise the 
activity is painful. Activities then are affected 
in opposite ways by the pleasures and the pains 
that belong to them, that is to say, those that are 
intrinsically due to their exercise. Alien pleasures, 
as has been said, have very much the same effect as 
pain, for they destroy an activity, only not to the 
same degree. 

6 Again, since activities differ in moral value, and (iv). a !I? 
t b d t d t l t b ·a d d actiVItieS some are o e a op e , o ,_ . .lers o e avo1 e , an uitrer in 

others again are neutral, the same is true also of moral value. 

their pleasures : for each activity has a pleasure 
of its O\Vn. Thus the pleasure of a good activity is 
morally good, that of a bad one morally bad ; for 
even desires for noble things are praised and desires 
for base things blamed ; but the pleasures contained 
in our activities are more intimately connected with 
them than the appetites 'vhich prompt them, for 
the appetite is both separate in time and distinct 
in its nature from the activity, whereas the pleasure 
is closely linked to the activity, indeed so inseparable 
from it as to raise a doubt whether the activity is 

7 not the same thing as the pleasure. However, we 
xnust not regard pleasure as really being a thought 
or a sensation-indeed this is absurd, though because 
they are inseparable they seem to some people to 
be the same. 

As then activities are diverse, so also are their (v) Th.,__ 

I S. ht 1 t h · •t d h · sm1;:;e::, Lhem· p easures. 1g exce s ouc In purl y, an ear1ng selves differ 

and smell excel taste ; and similarly the pleasures i~ purity . 

of the intellect excel in purity the pleasures of ~~;-aC:E:;.Ity 
sensation, while the pleasures of either class differ ~ending~h 

lOrm Wlu • 

among themselves in purity. out matter). 
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1 .,.o a.vro vel 8Epp.a (vel <ro afno> 8Epp.lw) Richards. 
I a')'a.Oos Bywater : d')'a.Oos ( 0 d.')'. Ald.). 
I d.AA J +) Richards : aAAa. 
' rolfroLS : To'is vel roLolfroLs P Bywater. 
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8 And it is thought that every animal has its own (vi) Diff~r-
. 1 I · t •t h •t · 1 fi t• ent species spec1a p easure, Jus as 1 as 1 s own spec1a unc Ion : have 

nan1ely, the pleasure of exercising that function. d
1
ifferent 

Thi .11 I ·r . d h di~ P easures i s WI a so appear 1 we cons1 er t e uerent 
animals one by one: the horse, the dog, man, have 
different pleasures-as Heracleitus says, an ass 
would prefer chaff to gold, since to asses food gives 
more pleasure than gold. Different species there-
fore have different kinds of pleasures. On the other 
hand it might be supposed that there is no variety 

9 among the pleasures of the same species. But as And so do 

tt f .e t · th h · t 11 t different in· a rna er o 1ac In e uman species a a even s dividuals of 
there is a great diversity of pleasures. The same the l}uman 
things delight some men and annoy others, and species. 

things painful and disgusting to some are pleasant 
and attractive to others. This also holds good of 
things sweet to the taste : the same things do not 
taste sweet to a man in a fever as to one in good 
health ; nor does the same t~mperature feel warm 
to an invalid and to a person of robust constitution. 
The same holds good of other things as well. 

10 But we hold that in all such cases the thing really Ethieal tn-
. h t •t t b t th d A d •f ference: The IS w a 1 appears o e o e goo man. n 1 pleasures of 
this rule is sound, as it is generally held to be, and the goodh 
"f h d d f hi . d h man, w ose 1 t e stan ar o everyt ng Is goo ness, or t e activities 

good man, qua good, then the things that seem to ~~~~~~~~e 
him to be pleasures are pleasures, and the things are good o'r 

h • l t N d . . real plea· e enJoys are p easan . or nee It cause surprise sures, and 
that things disagreeable to the good man should distinctivelr 

seem pleasant to some men ; for mankind is liable human. 

to many corruptions and diseases, and the things in 
question are not really pleasant, but only pleasant 
to these particular persons, who are in a condition 
to think them so. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, X. v. 11-vi. 2 

tl It is therefore clear that we must pronounce the 
admittedly disgraceful pleasures not to be pleasures 
at all, except to the depraved. 

But among the pleasures considered respectable, 
which class of pleasures or which particular pleasure 
is to be deemed the distinctively human pleasure ? 
Perhaps this will be clear from a consideration of 
man's activities. For pleasures correspond to the 
activities to which they belong ; it is therefore that 
pleasure, or those pleasures, by which the activity, 
or the activities, of the perfect and supremely happy 
man are perfected, that must be pronounced human 
in the fullest sense. The other pleasures are so 
only in a secondary or some lower degree, like the 
activities to which they belong. 

vi Having now discussed the various kinds of Virtue, cc. vi.-viii. 

of Friendship and of Pleasure, it remains for us to g~~~!~~i~~
treat in outline of Happiness, inasmuch as we count Happiness 

this to be the End of human life. But it will shorten ~~s:fi~fi1~f. 
the discussion if we recapitulate 'vhat has been said 
already. 

2 Now \Ve stated a that happiness is not a certain f!.ecapitula: 

d . •t· f h t . "f •t •t . ht b twn: Happt· 1spos1 Ion o c arac er; since I 1 were 1 mig e ness is ac-

possessed by a man who passed the whole of his t~ity f 

life asleep, living the life of a vegetable, or by one fts~s!~ s~~e; 
h I d · th d t · £ t If but it must w o was p unge In e eepes rms or une. be activity 

then we reject this as unsatisfactory, and feel bound m.anifesting 

t 1 h . h £ f . •t VIrtue or o c ass app1ness rat er as some orm o actiVI y, excellence, 

as has been said in the earlier part of this treatise, 
and if activities are of two kinds, some merely 
necessary means and desirable only for the sake of 
something else, others desirable in themselves, it is 
clear that happiness is to be classed among activities 
desirable in themselves, and not among those desir-
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able as a means to something else ; since happiness 
lacks nothing, and is self-sufficient. 

3 But those activities are desirable in themselves 
which do not aim at any result beyond the mere 
exercise of the activity. No,v this is felt to be the 
nature of actions in conformity with virtue ; for to do 
noble and virtuous deeds is a thing desirable for its 
own sake. 

But agreeable amusements also are desirable for not. merely 

th ; k · · d t th pursued fm e ... r own sa e , we o no pursue em as a means amusement 
to something else, for as a matter of fact they are 
n1ore often harmful than beneficial, causing rnen to 
neglect their health and their estates. Yet persons 
whom the world counts happy usually have recourse 
to such pastimes; and this is why adepts in such 
pastimes stand in high favour with princes, because 
they make themselves agreeable in supplying what 
their patrons· desire, and 'vhat they want is amuse-
ment. So it is supposed that amusements are a 
component part of happiness, because princes and 
potentates devote their leisure to them. 

' But (i) perhaps princes and potentates are not 
good evidence. \tirtue and intelligence, which are the 
sources of man's higher activities, do not depend on 
the possession of po,ver ; and if these persons, having 
no taste for pure and liberal pleasure, have recourse to 
the pleasures of the body, we must not on that account 
suppose that bodily pleasures are the more desirable. 
Children imagine that the things they themselves 
value are actually the best; it is not surprising 
therefore that, as children and grown men have 
different standards of value, so also should the worth-

5 less and the virtuous. Therefore, as has repeatedly 
been said, those things are actually valuable and 
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• Of. Politics, ni. ix., 1280 a 82 'Slaves and lower animals 
are not members of the state, because they do not participate 
in happiness nor in purposeful life., 
610 



NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, X. vi. 5-M 

pleasant which appear so to the good man ; but each 
man thinks that activity most desirable which suits 
his particular disposition, and therefore the good 

6 man thinks virtuous activity most desirable. It 
follows therefore that happiness is not to be found 
in amusements. 

(ii) Indeed it would be strange that amusement 
should be our End-that we should toil and moil all 
our life long in order that we may amuse ourselves. 
For virtually every object we adopt is pursued as a 
means to something else, excepting happiness, which 
is an end in itself; to make amusement the object 
of our serious pursuits and our work c;eems foolish 
and childish to excess: Anacharsis's motto, Play in 
order that you may work, is felt to be the right 
rule. For amusement is a form of rest ; but we 
need rest because we are not able to go on working 
without a break, and therefore it is not an end, since 
we take it .J1S a means to further activity. 

(iii) And the life that conforms with virtue is 
thought to be a happy life ; but virtuous life involves 
serious purpose, and does not consist in amusement. 

7 (iv) Also we pronounce serious things to be 
superior to things that are funny and amusing ; and 
the nobler a faculty or a person is, the more serious, 
we think, are their activities ; therefore, the activity 
of the nobler faculty or person is itself superior, and 
therefore more productive of happiness. 

s (v) Also anybody can enjoy the pleasures of the 
body, a slave no less than the noblest of mankind; 
but no one allows a slave any measure of happiness, 
any more than a life of his own.a Therefore happi
ness does not consist in pastimes and amusements. 
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" ' \ .... ' (} ' , (} ... " ' ' \ exetv 1TEpt Ka/\WV Kat etwv, EtTE Etov ov Kat auTo 
J/ .... ) fA '(} / f f )/ 

EtT€ TWV EV TJJLI.V TO EtOTaTOV, TJ TOVTOV EVEpyEta 
\ \ ) I ) \ , '' t \1 ) 

KaTa TTJV OLKEtaV apETTJV EtTJ av TJ T€1\Eta EV-
~ ' ~ ~' ' ' (} , J/ t 2 oatp.ovta • OTt o eart EWPYJTLKTJ, etpYJTat. Of.LO• 

' I ~' ..... ' " ~ 'C 1' ' "" 1\0YOVJLEVOV 0€ TOVT av oos €t€V ELVa£ Kat TOtS 

I \ "" '\ (} ,.., I \ ~ 
'11'pOT€pOV Kat Tlp a/\Yj EL. KpaTtO'TYJ T€ yap aVTYJ 20 

'' t 'I (' 't ......... 't ... EO'TtV 1} EVEpyeta Kat yap 0 VOVS TWV EV TJJLtV1 

' ..... ..... ' C\ f ... ) , . ~ ' Kat , TWV YVWO'TWV, '11'Ept a 0 VOVS • ET£ OE O'VV• 

EXEO'TclTTJ, Oewpetv [:re ]1 
yap SvvaJLe8a avvexws 

"""' \ " I f """' ) I 0 I ~ "" 3 JLa/\1\0V 1J '11'paTTELV OTtOVV. OtOJLE a TE O€l.V 
t~ \ "" (} ""' )~ I t~l ~\ 

TJOOVYJV 1TapaJLEJLtX at TTJ EVoatJLOVt.~, TJOI.O'TTJ o~ 

"" ' ' \ ' ""' t \ \ ,J,.I TWV KaT apETTJV evepyet.wv 1J KaTa TTJV ao'f'tav 
f ' ' ' ' ~ .... ..... f ,/,.' ,/,.' OJLOAOYOVJLEVWS EO'Ttv• oOKEt, yovv 7J 'f'l./\OO'O'f'ta 25 

(} \ f~ \ " (} I \ ""' avp.aaTas 'Y}oovas exetv Ka apetOTT)Tt Kat rep 

fiEfialcp, EVAoyov s~ TOtS elSoat. TWV ''Y]TOVVTWV 
t~l \ ~ \ 1" ., \ I ' I 

4 '1}0£W T'Y}V otaywy'Y}V ELVa£. '1J TE 1\EYOJLEV'YJ avTapKE£0. 

1 (Te] om. r. 

4 This does not appear to have been stated exactly, but in 
Book VI. (see esp. cc. v. 8, xiii. 8) it was shown that uo~la., 
the virtue of the higher part of the intellect, is the highest of 
the virtues. 
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but in activities in accordance with virtue, as has 
been said already. 

vii But if happiness consists in activity in accordance Therefore 

with virtue, it is reasonable that it should be activity FJ:~~~~ess is 

in accordance with the highest virtue ; and this will thatactivity 

b h . f h b f Wh h which exer-e t e VIrtue o t e est part o us. et er cises the 
then this be the intellect, or whatever else it be that h_igthest 
• VIr ue 
IS thought to rule and lead us by nature, and to have (Speculative 

cognizance of what is noble and divine, either as ~~~~~~~' 
being itself also actually divine, or as being relatively templation: 

the divinest part of us, it is the activity of this part 
of us in accordance with the virtue proper to it that 
will constitute perfect happiness ; and it has been 
stated already a that this activity is the activity of 
contemplation. 

2 And that happiness consists in contemplation may sin~e. thi~ 
be accepted as agreeing both with the results a_ctivity 18 

(1) that of 
already reached and with the truth. For con- our highest 

templation is at once the highest form of activity part, 

(since the intellect is the highest thing in us, and the 
objects with which the intellect deals are the highest 
things that can be known), and also it is tae n1ost (ii) II_lost 
continuous, for we can reflect more continuously contmuoua. 

3 than we can carry on any form of action. And again (iii) plea
we suppose that happiness must contain an element santest, 

of pleasure ; now activity in accordance with wisdom 
is admittedly the most pleasant of the activities in 
accordance with virtue : at all events it is held that 
philosophy or the pursuit of wisdom contains pleasures 
of marvellous purity and permanence, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that the enjoyment of know-
ledge is a still pleasanter occupation than the pursuit 

4 of it. Also the activity of contemplation will be found (iv) most 
· t · h hi h d h 1· h self-suffi-0 possess In t e g est egree t e qua 1ty t at cient, 
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\ ' 8 ' 1\ ' "' , "' ' 1TEpt TYJV EWPYJTLKYJV f.Lal\taT av ELTJ • TWV JLEV 
' ' 'Y"' , I ' ,J..' '~I yap 1rpo~ TO t:,1JV avayKatwv Kat ao"ro~ Kat otKato~ 

\ ~ \ \ ~I ""' ~\ I ~ "' 
Kat Ot. I\OL1TOL OEOVTat., TOt~ OE TOLOVTOL~ tKaVW~ SO 

I t \ ~I ~ ""' \ C\ 
KEXOPYJYYJJLEVWV o J.LEV oLKato~ oELTaL 1rpo~ ov~ 
~ I \ 8' 'i" f I ~ \ \ f 
VLKat.011payY)aEL Kat p.E WV, Of.LOLWS 0€ Kat 0 

I,/.. \ t ) ~ ""' \ """ Jl\ \ fl 
aw"rpWV Kat 0 avopELO~ KaL TWV a/\1\WV EKaUTO~, 
~ ~ \ ,/.. \ \ ()' t \ "' ~ I 8 "" o oE ao"ro~ Kat Ka avTov wv ovvaTat. EwpEtV, 

, ~' ,, ,~.. 1 1' .... , , a 1\ ~, , 

Kat oac.p av ao"rwTEpo~ TJ f.La/\1\ov· tJEI\Ttov o taws 
\ " '\\) t1 ) I ~li; 5 avvEpyov~ EXWV, aN\ Of-LWS avTapKEaTaTOS. oo~ at 117'7 b 

) "' ) \ I ~ ' t \ ' ,... (} ) ~ \ \ 
T av UVTYJ f-tOVY) OL UVTYJV aya1raa at • OVOEV yap 

' ) ) ""' I \ \ (} "" ' \ ~\ """ 
a1T aVTYJS yt.vETat 1rapa TO EWpYJaat, a1ro o€ Twv 

1TpaKTLKWl'
1 ~ 7TAEiov ~ €AaTTOV 1TEpt1TOtOVJLE8a 

\ ' ""'C ~ ""' t '~ I , "' 6 Trapa TYJV 7Tpas LV. OOK€t TE 'YJ EVOaLJLOVta EV T'[J 

axoAfj elvaL • aaxoAOVf-t€8a yap iva axoAa,WJLEV, 5 
\ \ " fl ) ) I H """ \ 

Kat 11'01\Ef.LOVJLEV tv EtpY)VYJV ayw,uEv. TWV J.LEV 

OVl' '11paKTLKWV apET(VV EV TOi~ 1TOALTLKois ~ €v 
""' \ ""' f ) I ~ ~\ \ ,... 

TOL~ 7TOI\EJLLKOL~ YJ EVEpyEta • at 0€ 7T€pt TaVTa 
'C. ~ ..... ,, \ 1' t ' \ ' 

11pa~ EL~ OOKOVULV aa:x_OI\OL €tVat, at JLEV 1TOI\EJLLKat 
\ \.... ( '\:' ' ' t ... ' \ ""' Kat 7TaVT€1\WS OVOELS yap atpEtTat 'TO 7TOI\EfLEtV 

TOV 7TOAEJLEiv EVEKa, ovS€ 7TapaaK€VU,EL 7TOAEJLOV· 10 
~It \ ,, ,..... ,./....' 1' ' 
OOs at yap av . 1TaVTEI\WS JLLaL~O~'OS TtS' ELVat, Et 

\ ,/.. 1\ '\ I ""' tl I \ 
TOVS" "rLI\OVS 1TOI\Ef.LLOV~ 1TOtOLTO, tVa J.Laxat Kat 
,J..I I ) J/ ~\ \ f ""' \ ,.. 
'f'OVOL ytyVOLVTO • EU'TL 0€ Kat 'YJ TOV 71'01\LTtKOV 

Jl \ \ ) ) \ \ \ I (} 
aaxoi\OS, Kat 1Tap aUTO TO 11'01\L'TEVEa at 1TEpt-

l ~ I \ \ " I ) 
1TOLOVJLEVYJ OVVaaTELUS Kat TtJLa~ TJ TYJV '}'€ EV• 
~ I ~ ""' \ "" \1 t~ I 1' 
oaLJLOVLaV aVTlp Kat TOLS 7TOI\LTaL~, ETEpav ovaav 15 

,... \ ,.. " \ 1" """ ~ ,..., 1 ~ f I 
TTJ~ 11'01\t'TtK'Y]S, 'Y}V Kat «:, 'YJ'TOV/LEV OT}I\OV WS ETEpav 

2 o1}Xov <or'> Ramsauer. 

0 Probably the sentence should be curtailed to run ' or 
in fact the happiness of himself and his fellow-citizens ; and 
happiness we are clearly investigating as something distinct 
from the art of politics [whose object it is].' 
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is termed self-sufficiency ; for while it is true that 
the wise man equally with the just man and the rest 
requires the necessaries of iife, yet, these being 
adequately supplied, \vhereas the just man needs 
other persons to,vards whom or with whose aid he 
may act justly, and so like,vise do the temperate man 
and the brave man and the others, the '\Vise man on 
the contrary can also conten1plate by hin1self, and the 
more so the wiser he is ; no doubt he will study better 
with the aid of fello,v-workers, but still he is the 

5 znost self-sufficient of men. Also the activity of(~)~~ end ill 

contemplation may be held to be the only activity 
1 

se ' 

that is loved for its own sake : it produces no result 
beyond the actual act of contemplation, whereas 
from practical pursuits we look to secure some 
advantage, greater or smaller, beyond the action 

6 itself. Also happiness is thought to involve leisure ; (vi) and 

for we do business in order that we may have leisure, ~~~red. 
• • and carry on war In order that, we may have peace. 

Now the practical virtues are exercised in politics 
or in warfare ; but the pursuits of politics and \Var 
seem to be unleisured-those of '\\rar indeed entirely 
so, for no one desires to be at war for the sake of 
being at war, nor deliberately takes steps to cause 
a war : a man would be thought an utterly blood
thirsty character if he declared war on a friendly 
state for the sake of causing battles and massacres. 
But the activity of the politician also is unleisured, 
and aims at securing something beyond the mere 
participation in politics-positions of authority and 
honour, or, if the happiness of the politician himself 
and of his fellow-citizens, this happiness conceived 

. as something distinct from political activity (indeed 
7 we are clearly investigating it as so distinct).a If 
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7 'r' tl ) ~ \ ""' \ \ \ ' \ I /: 
OVaav. EL O'YJ TWV fLEV KaTa TUS ap€7US 7Tpac:;EWY 

t \ \ ' \ ' 1\\ \ 18 
at 7TOI\tTtKat.. Kat 1701\EfLLKat. KaN\EL Kat JLEYE El. 

, 1' ~, ,, ,\ \ 1\ \ 
1TpOEXOVUtV, aVTUL o aaxo OL Kat 'T€1\0VS TLVOS 
'.J..I \ ) ~) t \ t I ) t' ~\ .-. 
6pLEVTaL /-Cat OV OL aVTaS atp€Tat EtULV, 'YJ O€ TOV 

JJOV EVEP}'ELO.. a7Tov8fr 7€ cuacp€petv SoK~t Oew-
' "' , , t , ,~ , '.J..' e 

pTJTLKYJ ovaa Kat. 1rap aVTTJV ovoE~'OS e'f'tea at. 20 
1\ " t ~ \ ' I ( ~~ ~ \ I(; 

TEI\OVS, EXELV TE 'Y)OOVTJV OLKELUV aVTYJ 0€ avvavs EL 
\ ) I ) \ \ '' ~ \ \ \ 

TTJV EVEpyetaV , Kat TO aVTapKES O'YJ Kat UXOtla-
' \ )I t ) 0 I \ ~ ''\ \ 

OTtKOV KaL aTpVTOV WS av pW1Tlf> Kat oaa U/\1\a 
""" 1 ' I \3 \ I \ 

Tlp fLUKaptcp a7TOVEfLETaL, Ta KaTa TaVT'Y)V TYJV 
) 1 .,.! I J/ t \ I ~\ )~ I 
EVepyetaV 'f'an'ETat OVTa • 'Y) TEI\ELa OT} EVOUtfLOVLa 

~' .,, ,, '() , \ R ... ""' Q' 
aVTYJ av EtYJ Ul/ pW7TOV, 1\afJovaa J.l..'YJKOS JJLOV 25 

1\ ) ~ \ \ ) \ I ' ""' ""' ) ~ 
TE/\E£0JJ• OVOEV yap aTE/\ES EUT£ TWV TTJS EVoat-

' t ~' ..... 't\ '' Ql ' .,, 8 ftOVLas. 0 O€ TOLOVTOS av ELTJ tJLOS KpELTTWV YJ 
'''() ) \ J; ''() I) tl 

KaT av pW1TOV• OV yap U av pW1TOS EUTLJ' OVTW 
R I ,,,, :;; {} ,..., , ' ..... t I 
JJLWUETUL, a/\1\ U ELOV T£ EV aVTqJ V7Tapxet• 
~ ~\ ~ .J..I ""' ..... (}' "" 
OUOV OE o£a'f'EpEt TOVTO TOV OVV ETOV, TOUOVTOV 

\ t ' I ""' \ \ '' \ \ ) I ) 
Ka£ 'J EVEpyeta TTJS• KaTa TTJV U/\1\T)V apETTJV. EL 30 
~\ 0" t ..... ' ' "0 \ t ' O''Y) ELOV 0 VOVS 1TpOS TOV av pW7TOV, Kat 0 KaTa 

- a' e ..... ' ' ' e ' a' ' TOVTOV tJLOS E£0S 7TpOS TOV av pw1TLVOV tJLOV. OV 

' ~' ' ' ..... ' 0 ' ,/,. "' XP'YJ oe KaTa TOVS TrapatvovvTas av pwntva 'f'PO~'ELV 
J/f) " )~\ (} \ \ 0 I '\\) 
av pW7TOV OVTU OVO€ VYJTa 'TOV VYJTOV, U/\1\ 
',I..' tl , ~ I '0 'Y ' I .... E'f' oaov evoexeTat a avaTtsEt.v Kat. 7TaVTa 7TOtE£V 

\ \ y..... \ \ I ""' ' t """' 
1Tp0S 'TO «;, YJV KaTa TO KpaTLO'TOV TWV EV aVTlp • 

) \ \ ,.. :ill I ) ~ I \ 

E£ yap Kat 'Tlf> oyKqJ JLLKpOV EU'Tt., OVVaJLEL Kat 11781 
I \\ ""'\\ I t I C"\IC 

9 T£P.,£0'TYJ'TL 7101\V fLa/\1\0V '1TaVTWV V'1TEPEXEt.. Oos ELE 

1 ETEpav ••• erlpav O~<TaV corrupta: -'ijv Ketl o7]'Aov ws S7JTOVf1.EJI 
hlpav ov<Tav r7]s ?roXtnK7]s Richards. 

I o-xoXfi Vermehren. 3 ra om. Lb. 

• This should almost certainly be emended to ' exeel in 
leisuredness.' b i\. rerninder of ch. v. § 2. 

c This section and c. viii. §§ 7 and 13 interpret 1. ix. 3. 
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then among practical pursuits displaying the virtues, 
politics and \var stand out pre-eminent in nobility 
and grandeur, and yet they are unleisured, and 
directed to some further end, not chosen for their 
own sakes : whereas the activity of the intellect is 
felt to excel in serious worth,a consisting as it does 
in contemplation, and to aim at no end beyond 
itself, and also to contain a, pleasure peculiar to itself, 
and therefore augmenting its activity b : and if 
accordingly the attributes of this activity are found 
to be self-sufficiency, leisuredness, such freedom from 
fatigue as is possible for man, and all the other 
attributes of blessedness : it fol1o,vs that it is the 
activity of the intellect that constitutes complete 
human happiness-provided it be granted a complete 
span of life, for nothing that belongs to happiness 
can be incomplete. 

8 Such a life ·as this however ·will be higher than (vii) and 

the human level c : not in virtue. of his humanity \vill ~~t~v~t; 
a man achieve it, but in virtue of son1ething within ?f the divine 

h. h . d" . d b 1 th" In man, 1m t at 1s 1v1ne ; an y as muc 1 as IS some-
thing is superior to his composite nature, by so much 
is its activity superior to the exercise of the other 
forms of virtue. If then the intellect is something 
divine in comparison with man, so is the life of the 
intellect divine in comparison with human life. 
Nor ought we to obey those \vho enjoin that a man 
should have man's thoughts d and a mortal the 
thoughts of mortality, e but we ought so far as possible 
to achieve immortality, and do all that man may to 
live in accordance with the highest thing in him ; 
for though this be small in bulk, in power and value 
.it far surpasses all the rest. 

a Euripides, fr. 1040. • Pindar, lsthm. 4. 16. 
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8' av Kai Elva£ EKaaTOS TOVTO, Et1T€p -r6 Kvptov 
\ N Jl 1' I J Jl , \ \ 

Kat ap.Etvov· a-ro1rov ouv ytvotT av, €£ 11-TJ rov 
f "" Q I f ""' '\ \ I "\ \ \ \ 0 I 

aVTOU JJLOV atpOLTO U/\1\U TLVOS aN\OV. TO /\EX EV 
I f I \...,. \ \ '""' 

TE 1TpOTEpov apfLOaEt Kat vvv· TO yap OLKELOV ~ 
f I """ _,./.., I I \ fl~ I ' 
EKaaTt.p TTJ 'jJUaEL KpaTtUTOV Kat TJOLUTOV EaTt.V 

f I \ """ ) e I ~\ f \ \ """ 
EKaaTc.p• Kat., Tlp av pW1TC!;) OYJ 0 KaTa TOV VOVV 

{3 1 , ..... ,, , (} ... , 

LOS, Et1TEp TOVTO fLUI\£aTa av pW1TOS• OVTOS apa 
\ '~ I 

Kat Evoatp.oveaTa TOS. 

Viii /).EVTEpws 8' d KaTa T~V aAATJV apET~V. al 
\ \ I ' I ' 0 I ~I yap KaTa TaVT'Y}V evepyEtat av pw1TtKat • otKata 10 

' \ ' ~ .... \ ' ,, \ \ ' ' ' ' yap Kat avopeta Kat -ra aN\a -ra KaTa -ras apeTas 
\ '\ \ 1\ I ' \\ I \ 

1TpOS aN\1}1\0VS 7TpaTTOfJ-EV EV UVVaN\ayp.aat Kat 
I \ I(; 1 I Jl ""' '(} 

X,pEtats Kat 1TpasEat 7TaVTOtatS EV TE TOtS 7Ta Ea' 
~ """ \ I f I """ ~' 1' 
otaTTJpOVVTES TO 7Tp€'1TOV EKaUTlp, TaVTa o ELVa' 
,/..·I I ) (} I Jl ~\ \ 2 'fJatVETat 7TaVTa av pw1TtKa. evta oe Kat avp,-
Q I ' \ """. I ~ "' \ \\\ 
fJatVEtV a'TTO 'TOV UWJLaTOS OOKEt, Kat 'TT0/\1\a 1& 

""' (} "' I 0 f """ Jlf) ) 1 UVVlpKEtWa at . TOtS 7Ta EUtV 'YJ TOV "'} OVS apETYJ. 

3 I y ~ \ \ f ,./.. I """ """ "(} 
UVVE'::JEVKTat OE Kat TJ 'fJPOV'Y)UtS T'[J TOV "'} OVS 

' ""' \ fl """,./.. I Jl f \ """ 
apETTJ, Kat aVTYJ TTJ 'PPOVYJaEt, Et1TEp at JLEV T'YJS 
,./.. I ' \ \ \ '(} I ' ) I 
't'POVYJUEWS apxat. KaTa TUS TJ LKaS EtUtV apE'TUS 1 

\ ~' ' 0 \ """ '0 """ \ \ ,./.. I TO 0 op OV 'TWV TJ LKWV Ka'Ta 'T'YJV 'PPOVTJULV. 
I ~t 1" \ "' 18 \ \ 

O'VVTJPTTJJLEVUL o aVTat. Kat TOLS 7Ta EU£ 1TEpt. TO 20 
I f) " 'r f ~ \ """ (} I , \ 

avv ETOV av etev· at oe TOV avv E'TOV ape'Tat 
'0 I \ f Ql ~\ f t ' \ \ f 
av pW1TtKat. • Kat. 0 JJtOS O'YJ 0 KaT aVTaS Kat. 1J 
'~ I f ~\ """ ...,. I """ 

evoatJLOVta. '1} oE 'TOV vov KEXWPLUJLEV'Y}. 'TOUOVTOV 

1 Kal ('rat's> rp&.~€UL tr. post r&.Oeu' Rassow. 

" Of. IX. iv. 3, 4, viii. 6. 
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9 It n1ay even be held that this is the true self of (viii) which 

each, a inasmuch as it is the dominant and better part ; ~~1V:e true 

and therefore it would be a strange thing if a n1an 
should choose to live not his O\vn life but the life of 
some other than himself. 

~foreover what was said before will applv here Therefore 

also : that which is best and most pleasant f~r each i~: f;:~:Lfefct 
creature is that which is proper to the nature of each; is. the hap

accordingly the life of the intellect is the best and the plest. 

pleasantest life b for man, inasmuch as the intellect 
more than anything else is man ; therefore this life 
will be the happiest. 

ill The life of moral virtue, on the other hand, is Further 

h 1 . d d F h l argumentri appy on y In a secon ary egree. or t e mora for the pre-
activities are purely human : Justice I mean emin~nce of 

• . ' • ' the Life of 
Courage and the other VIrtues we display 1n our Contempla-

~ntercourse wit~ our fellows, when w~ observ~ what ~f)~~e Life 
IS due to each In contracts and services and 111 our of virtuous 

· t• d · t• 1 d 11 Action various ac 1ons, an In our emo IOns a so ; an a affords only 
of these things seem to be purely human affairs. a sec~mdary 
A d 1 . . h h b h happllless, 2 n some mora actions are t oug t to e t e being merely 

outcome of the physical constitution, and rnoral human. 

virtue is thought to have a close affinity ir. many 
3 respects with the passions. Moreover, Prudence (Connexion 

is intimately connected with Moral Virtue ·1nd this of Prudence 
' < and Moral 

with Prudence, inasmuch as the first principles Goodness.) 

which Prudence employs are determined by the 
Moral Virtues, and the right standard for the Moral 
Virtues is determined by Prudence. But these being 
also connected with the passions are related to our 
composite nature ; now the virtues of our composite 
nature are purely human ; so therefore also is the 
life that manifests these virtues, and the happiness 
that belongs to it. Whereas the happiness that 
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' ,./,. .... " ,, ' ~\ ' 'l: \\""' 
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TWV ?Tpos Y€ TTJV evepyetav xpeta, a/\/\ ws EL'TTELV 
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Jl l) I ) \ i\ I ,..... t "" \ 
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• In De anima, nr. v. Aristotle distinguishes the active 
from the passive intellect, and pronounces the former to be 
'separate or separable (from matter, or the body), unmixed 
and impassible.' 

0 Of. vii. 4, viii. 9, 10, and I. viii. 15-17. 
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belongs to the intellect is separate a : so much may 
be said about it here, for a full discussion of the 
matter is beyond the scope of our present purpose. 

4: And such happiness would appear to need but little (ii) <;'ontem· 

external equipment, or less than the happiness based ~~:~~~ew 
on moral virtue.b Both, it may be granted, require external 
the mere necessaries of life, and that in an equal goods. 

degree (though the politician does as a matter of 
fact take more trouble about bodily requirements 
and so forth than the philosopher); for in this 
respect there may be little difference between them. 
But for the purpose of their special activities their 
requirements will differ widely. The liberal man 
will need wealth in order to do liberal actions, and 
so indeed will the just man in order to discharge his 
obligations (since mere intentions are invisible, and 
even the unjust pretend to wish to act justly) ; and 
the brave man 'vill need strength if he is to perform 
any action displaying his virtue·; and the temperate 
man opportunity for indulgence : otherwise how can 
he, or the possessor of any other virtue, show that 

5 he is virtuous ? It is disputed also whether purpose 
or performance is the more important factor in 
virtue, as it is alleged to depend on both ; now the 
perfection of virtue will clearly consist in both ; but 
the performance of virtuous actions requires much 
outward equipment, and the more so the greater and 

6 more noble the actions are. But the student, so 
far as the pursuit of his activity is concerned, needs 
no external apparatus : on the contrary, 'vor Idly 
goods may almost be said to be a hindrance to con
templation ; though it is true that, being a man 

·and living in the society of others, he chooses to 
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engage in virtuous action, and so will need external 
goods to carry on his life as a human being. 

7 The following considerations also will show that (iii) It i~ ~he 
~ h . . ,e. f t l . sole activity per1ect appn1ess IS some torm o con emp at1ve ?onceivable 

activity. The gods, as we conceive them, . enjoy m God. 

supren1e felicity and happiness. But what sort of 
actions can we attribute to them? Just actions? 
but 'vill it not seem ridiculous to think of them as 
making contractc;, restoring deposits and the like? 
Then brave actions-enduring terrors and running 
risks for the nobility of so doing ? Or liberal actions ? 
but to whom will they give ? Besides, it would be 
absurd to suppose that they actually have a coinage 
or currency of some sort ! And temperate actions 
-what will these n1ean in their case ? surely it 
would be derogatory to praise them for not having 
evil desires ! If we go through the list we shall 
find that all forms of virtuous conduct seem trifling 
and unworthy of the gods. Yet nevertheless they 
have always been conceived as, at all events, living, 
and therefore living actively, for we cannot suppose 
they are always asleep like Endymion. But for a 
living being, if we eliminate action, and a fortiori 
creative action, what remains save contemplation ? 
It follows that the activity of God, which is trans-
cendent in blessedness, is the activity of contempla-
tion ; and therefore among human activities that 
which is most akin to the divine activity of contempla-
tion will be the greatest source of happiness. 

8 A further confirmation is that the lower animals (iv) It dis· 

cannot partake of happiness, because they are com- ~~~'1:~8 
pletely devoid of the contemplative activity. The animals. 

whole of the life of the gods is blessed, and that of 
man is so in so far as it contains some likeness to 
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1 n~ add. M bQb. a o1] Berg: oE. 
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4 Solon in his conversation with Croesus (Herodotus, 
i. 30-32, see r. x. 1, note) says that Tell us the Athenian was 
the happiest man he ever knew. Tell us \vas well off, he 
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the divine activity ; but none of the other animals 
possess happiness, because they are entirely in
capable of contemplation. Happiness therefore is 
co-extensive in its range with contemplation : the 
n1ore a class of beings possesses the faculty of con .. 
templation, the more it enjoys happiness, not as an 
accidental concomitant of contemplation but as 
inherent in it, since contemplation is valuable 
in itself. It follows that happiness is some form 
of contemplation. 

9 But the philosopher being a man will also need Happiness 

t ] 11 b • • ' t · t lf therefure ex erna we - e1ng, Since mans na ure Is no se -needs hnt 
sufficient for the activity of contemplation, but he mof~erata 
must also have bodily health and a supply of food wealth, 

a.nd other requirements. Yet if supreme blessedness 
is not possible without external goods, it must not 
be supposed that happiness will demand many or 
great possessions; for self-sufficiency does not even in its 
depend on excessive abundance nor does moral secondary ' · form. 

10 conduct, and it is possible to perform noble deeds 
even without being ruler of land and sea : one can 
do virtuous acts with quite moderate resources. This 
may be clearly observed in experience : private 
citizens do not seem to be less but more given to 
doing virtuous actions than princes and potentates. 
It is sufficient then if moderate resources are 
forthcoming ; for a life of virtuous activity will be 
essentially a happy life. 

11 Solon also doubtless gave a good description of Our view 

happiness a when he said that in his opinion those t~us agree~ 
' w1th those 

men were happy who, being moderately equipped ofphilo-

with external goods, had performed noble exploits sopher-~ • 

· lived to see his children's children, and he died gloriously 
in battle .. 
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a This section concludes the subject and prepares for the 
transition to politics in the next chapter ; § 13 would come 
better after § 7 : it looks back to r. ix. 1-3. 
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and had lived tetnperately ; for it is possible for a 
man of but moderate possessions to do "'~hat is 
right. Anaxagoras again does not seem to have con
ceived the happy man as rich or powerful, since he 
says that he \vould not be surprised if he were to 
appear a strange sort of person in the eyes of the 
many; for most men judge by externals, which 

12 are all that they can perceive. So our theories 
seem to be in agreement with the opinions of the 
wise. 

Such arguments then carry some degree of con- but must 

viction ; but it is by the practical experience of life ~~~e~ by 

and conduct that the truth is really tested, since it the facts of 

is there that the final decision lies. We must there- life. 

fore examine the conclusions \ve have advanced by 
bringing them to the test of the facts of life. If they 
are in harmony \Vith the facts, we may accept them ; 
if found to 'disagree, we must deen1 them mere 
theories.0 

13 And it seems likely that the man who pursues (The man 
· t 11 t 1 t" "t d · h It" t h" · t II t wholivesfor 1n e ec ua ac IVI y, an w o cu IVa es IS In e ec the intellect 
and keeps that in the best condition, is also the dmust bte 

b 1 d f h d F "f . eares to man most e ove o t e go s. or 1 , as 1s the gods, 

generally believed, the gods exercise so1ne super- ~~! ~:;~i
intendence over human affairs, then it will be est.) 

reasonable to suppose that they take pleasure in 
that part of man which is best and most akin to 
themselves, namely the intellect, and that they 
recompense '\\ith their favours those men 'vho esteem 
and honour this most, because these care for the 
things dear to themselves, and act rightly and nobly 
Now it is clear that all these attributes belong most 

. of all to the 'vise man. He therefore is most beloved 
by the gods; and if so, he is naturally most happy. 
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Here is another proof that the wise man is the 
happiest. 

lx If then we have sufficiently discussed in their Transition 

outlines the subjects of Happiness and of Virtue in {~0p0~:f:• 
its various forms, and also Friendship and Pleasure, 
may we assume that the investigation we proposed 
is now complete? Perhaps however, as we main-
tain, in the practical sciences the end is not to attain 
a theoretic knowledge of the various subjects, but 

2 rather to carry out our theories in action. If so, to 
know what virtue is is not enough ; we must endeav
our to possess and to practise it, or in some other 
manner actually ourselves to become good. 

3 Now if discourses on ethics were sufficient in them-
selves to make men virtuous, ' large fees and many ' 
(as Theognis a says)' would they win,' quite rightly, 
and to provide such discourses 'vould be all that is 
wanted. But as it is, we see that although theories Ethical 

have power to stimulate and encourage generous f~fi~~~c~~11 

youths, and, given an inborn nobility of character :f1~e~fit:d 
and a genuine love of what is noble, can make then1 natures. 

susceptible to the influence of virtue, yet they are 
powerless to stimulate the mass of mankind to moral 

4: nobility. For it is the nature of the many to be 
amenable to fear but not to a sense of honour, and 
to abstain from evil not because of its baseness but 
because of the penalties it entails; since, living as 
they do by passion, they pursue the pleasures akin 
to their nature, and the things that will procure 
those pleasures, and avoid the opposite pains, but 
have not even a notion of what is noble and truly 

a pleasant, having never tasted true pleasure. What 
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1 lOecn r. 2 Richards. a fj8E(jL Lb. 
' av (vel o7]) Ri~hards: a.~. I "'fEV6;;.eva. Qb: "'fLJ16p.eva.. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, X. ix. 6-9 

theory then can reform the natures of men like these? 
To dislodge by argument habits long firmly rooted 
in their characters is difficult if not impossible. We 
may doubtless think ourselves fortunate if we attain 
some measure of virtue when all the things believed 
to make men virtuous are ours. 

1 Now some thinkers hold that virtue is a gift of Teaching Is 

nature ; others think we become good by habit, ~~~!~s! 
others that we can be taught to be good. Natural foundation 

d . b . l d l . of good en owment IS o v1ous y not un er our contro ; 1t habits. 

is bestowed on those who are fortunate, in the true 
sense, by some divine di'spensation. Again, theory 
and teaching are not, I fear, equally efficacious in all 
cases : the soil must have been previously tilled if 
it is to foster the seed, the mind of the pupil must 
have been prepared by the cultivation of habits, so 

7 as to like a~d dislike aright. For he that lives at 
the dictates of passion will not hear nor understand 
the reasoning of one who tries to dissuade him ; 
but if so, how can you ch3:nge his mind by argument? 

And, speaking generally, passion seems not to be 
amenable to reason, but only to force. 

8 We must therefore by some means secure that Theneces
the character shall have at the outset a natural ;~f~e~i:~~st 
affinity for virtue, loving what is noble and hating ~upplied by 

what is base. And it is difficult to obtain a right the state; 
education in virtue from youth up without being 
brought up under right laws ; for to live temperately 
and hardily is not pleasant to most men, especially 
when young ; hence the nurture and exercises of 
the young should be regulated by law, since tem-
perance and hardiness will not be painful when 

· 9 they have become habitual. But doubtless it is not 
enough for people to receive the right nurture and 
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I f ~\ I ) \ H 
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1 afn-a: llrra vel rotaDr' l!rra Thomas. 
a Kal. 1rpos Lbr. 3 <oe'Lv> Ko"Aci!eu8at P Richards. 
' vovv : v6p.ov P ed. 

• Plato~ Laws 729 n ff. 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, X. ix. 9-12 

discipline in youth ; they must also practise the 
lessons they have learnt, and confirm them by habit, 
when they are grown up. Accordingly we shall 
need laws to regulate the discipline of adults as well, 
and in fact the whole life of the people generally ; 
for the many are more amenable to compulsion and 
punishment than to reason and to moral ideals. 

10 Hence some persons hold, a that while it is proper for 
the lawgiver to encourage and exhort men to virtue 
on moral grounds, in the expectation that those who 
have had a virtuous moral upbringing will respond, 
yet he is bound to impose chastisement and 
penalties on the disobedient and ill-conditioned, and 
to banish the incorrigible out of the state altogether. b 

For (they argue) although the virtuous man, who 
guides his life by moral ideals, will be obedient to 
reason, the base, whose desires are fixed on pleasure, 
must be chastised by pain, like a beast of burden. 
This indeed is the ground for the view that the 
pains and penalties for transgressors should be such 
as are most opposed to their favourite pleasures .. 

11 But to resume : if, as has been said, in order to since publle 
be good a man must have been properly educated authority is stronger and 
and trained, and must subsequently continue to less invidi· 

follow virtuous habits of life, and to do nothing base ~~fv!~n 
whether voluntarily or involuntarily, then this will 
be secured if men's lives are regulated by a certain 
intelligence, and by a right system, invested with 

12 adequate sanctions. Now paternal authority has 
not the power to compel obedience, nor indeed, 
speaking generally, has the authority of any individual 
unless he be a king or the like ; but law on the other 
hand is a rule, emanating from a certain wisdom and 
intelligence, that has compulsory force. Men are 
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1 Bywater. 
I Kai •.. ovvacr8at hie ed. auctore Bywater (secl. Richards): 

Supra ante KOtvy o' ~~ap.eAovp.fvwv. 
3 a' ltv Kat opav a{rro ouvaq(}a, o6~€t€P scripsit Richards. 
' ~en J\1b: 1JOYJ. 5 1J87J Lbr. 

a Horner, Odyssey, ix. 114 f., quoted in Politics, i. 1252 b 22. 
• This clause, literally ' and to be able to do it,' Bywater 
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hated "·hen they thwart people's inclinations, even 
though they do so rightly, whereas law can enjoin 

13 virtuous conduct without being invidious. But 
Sparta appears to be the only or alrnost the only 
state in which the lawgiver has paid attention to 
the nurture and exercises of the citizens ; in most 
states such matters have been entirely neglected, 
and every man lives as he likes, in Cyclops fashion 
' laying down the law For children and for spouse. 'a 

14 The best thing is then that there should be a Bnt in de. 

f bl. l . b l l fanlt of a proper system o pu IC regu ation ; ut 'v 1en t 1e public 

matter is neglected by the cornmunity, it would seem systen~ of 

b h d f h . d. .d l . h. educatwn, to e t e uty o t e In IVI ua to assist IS own paternal 
children and friends to attain virtue or even if not discipline 

' has tlw ~u:p 
able to do so successfully ,b at all events to make this port of 

his aim. But it would see1n to follow from what affection. 

has been said before, that he will be more likely 
to be successful in this if he has acquired the science 
of legislation. Public regulations in any case must 
clearly be established by law, and only good la,vs 
will produce good regulations; but it would not 
seem to make any difference 'vhether these la,vs are 
written or unwritten, or whether they are to regulate 
the education of a single person or of a number of 
people, any more than in the case of n1usic or athletics 
or any other form of training. Paternal exhortations 
and family habits have authority in the household, 
just as legal enactments and national customs have 
authority in the state, and the more so on account 
of the ties of relationship and of benefits conferred 
that unite the head of the household to its other 
members : he can count on their natural affection 

would place here ; it comes in the Mss. after ' public regula
tion ' above. 
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1 av Richards: JLEV (JLE11 av Bekker). 
3 Ka86'A.ou Kb : TO Ka06'A.ou. 
a d.'A.'A' Kb: ci'A.'A.a Kal. 

1 ~va 1\fich. : lv. 
' r£ Kb : IJTL. 

1 a.q Ramsauer: Bl. 

a e.g., medicine is' the science of healing,' not the' science 
of healing Brown or Jones.' 
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NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, X. ix. 15-17 

15 and obedience at the outset. Moreover individual and can bf. . . d adapted to treatment 1s better than a common system, In e uca- the partiCli 
tion as in medicine. As a general rule rest and lar pupil. 

fasting are good for a fever, but they may not be 
best for a particular case ; and presumably a pro-
fessor of boxing does not impose the same style of 
fighting on all his pupils. It would appear then 
that private attention gives more accurate results in 
particular cases, for the particular subject is more 
likely to get the treatment that suits him. But a 
physician or trainer or any other director can best 
treat a particular person if he has a general knowledge 
of what is good for everybody, or for other people 
of the same kind : for the sciences deal with what 

16 is universal, as their names a imply. Not but what But the 

it is possible no doubt for a particular individual to be ~:ftO:ow 
successfully treated by someone who is not a scientific t~e prin· 

expert, but· has an empirical knowledge based on ~~~:n~f 
careful observation of the effects of various forms of ment. 
treatment upon the person in question ; just as 
some people appear to be their own best doctors, 
though they could not do any good to someone 
else. But nevertheless it would doubtless be 
agreed that anyone who wishes to make himself 
a professional and a man of science must advance 
to general principles, and acquaint himself with 
these by the proper method : for science, as we said, 

17 deals with the universal. So presumably a man who 
wishes to make other people better (whether few 
or many) by discipline, must endeavour to acquire 
the science of legislation-assuming that it is possible 
to make us good by laws. For to mould aright the 
character of any and every person that presents 
himself is not a task that can be done by anybody, 
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• See VI. viii. i. 
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but only (if at all) by the man with scientific know
ledge, just as is the case in medicine and the other 
professions involving a system of treatment and the 
exercise of prudence. 

18 Is not then the next question to consider from These at 
whom or how the science of legislation can be learnt ? E~~;er;u~~t 
Perhaps, like other subjects, from the experts, b

8
y th~et 

1 h 1• . . £ h 1 . 1 . op IS R, name y t e po ItiCians ; or we saw a t at egis at1on wh<_> ?onft~se 
is a branch of political science But possibly it may Pohtte~with • Rhetonc, 
seem that political science is unlike the other sciences and rely ou 

and faculties. In these the persons who impart a ~fo~;i!~
kno,vledge of the faculty are the same as those who ex~qtin~ 
practise it, for instance physicians and painters ; f~w 8;

8 0 

but in politics the sophists, who profess to teach the 
science, never practise it. It is practised by the 
politicians, who would appear to rely more upon a 
sort of empirical skill than on the exercise of abstract 
intelligence; for we do not see them writing or 
lecturing about political prjnciples (though this 
might be a more honourable employment than 
composing forensic and· parliamentary speeches), 
nor yet do we notice that they have made their own 
sons or any others of their friends into statesmen. 

19 Yet we should expect them to have done so had they 
been able, for they could hnve bequeathed no more 
valuable legacy to their countries, nor is there any 
quality they would choose for themselves, and 
therefore for those nearest to them, to possess, 
in preference to political capacity. Not that experi
ence does not seem to contribute considerably to 
political success ; otherwise men would never have 
become statesmen merely through practical associa
tion with politics ; so it would appear that those 
who aspire to a scientific knowledge of politics 
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~ "" , ' I "' ~} ,1.. A I 20 O€LV EOLKEV €jl/1T€tptaS. 'TWV o~ UO\fLU'TWV 0£ 
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~ ~ I C tl\ \ '~ \ " I I ) 't\ \ 
Otoa~ at, • 01\WS" yap OVOE 7TOLOV TL €aTtV 'YJ 1T€pt 

"tl , ',, ' ,, "'~ "' 
'!Tota Laaatv· ov yap av T'YJV aVTYJV TTJ pYJTOptk. TJ 15 

'~\ I , I() '~' '' II ~~~ 1' ovoe XEtpw ETt Eaav, ova av qJOVTO pqwoLov Etvat 
\ l) "' I \ ,~ "' 

TO VOJLOUETY)Gat avvayayoVTt TOVS" EVOOKLJLOVVTaS" 

"' I ' \ It; () \ 1' \ ) I Twv VOJLwv· EKAEsaa at yap Etvat Tovs apta-rovs, 
~ )~\ \ , \ \ 1' I \ \ 

Wu1T€p OVO€ TYJV EKI\OY'YJV ovaav aVV€aEWS Kat TO 

Kp'ivat op8ws JLEytaTOV, WG1T€p EV TOLS KaTd. 
I f \ Jl \tl I 

JLOVGLKYJV· ot yap Ef.L1T€tpot 1TEpt EKaaTa Kptvovatv 20 

'(}"' 'Jl '~'.,. ,, "' ' '" op WS Ta epya, Kat 0£ WV 'YJ 1TWS E'TTLT€1\EtTat 

"' \ "" I I~ " ~' ) I uvvtaatv, Kat 1TOta 7TOtots avvqwoet • TOtS o a1Tetpot~ 

ayd7TYJTOV T0
1 /L~ 0£aAav8avEtV el EV ~ KaKWS" 

I \ Jl • t/ )\ ,l."' f 
1T€7TOL'YJTat TO epyov, WG7TEp €1Tt ypa"PLK'YJS"· Ot 

S€ v6JLOL Tfjs '1TOAtT£KfjS €pyots eolKaatv• 1TWS 1181 b 

1' ) I l} \ I t II "' 
OVV EIC TOVTWV VOf.LOUETtKOS yevotT av TtS, 'YJ 

\ ) I I ) \ ,l. I ) ~t 
21 TOVS aptaTOVS Kptvat; OV yap "PatVOVTat OVO 

) \ ) "' I I e I 
taTptKOt EK TWV avyypaf.Lf.LaTwv yLvea at. KatTot 

"' I \1 ) I \ l} I 
1T€tpWVTat ye 1\EYEtV OV f.LOVOV Ta uepa11EVf.LaTa, 

ci>..Aa Kat ws la8Et€V av Kai ws OEL 8Epa1T€V€tV 

f I ~ \ I \ tl(; "' ~ \ "" 
EKaO'TOVS, 0£€1\0f.LEVOt TaS €~ Ets• TaVTa 0€ TOtS 5 

\ ' I ' ,l. 1\ 1' ~ "" "" ~t ' JLEV Ef.L7T€tpOLS W'-P€1\tf.La €tVat OOKEL, 'TOtS 0 av-

I ' " Jl 1" \ "' I E1Tt,O'T'YJf.LOO'tV axpEta. tO'WS OVV Kat, TWV VOf.LWV 
1 10om. Kb. 
a }socrates, .Antidosis § SO. 
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20 require practical experience as well as study. On 
the other hand those sophists who profess to teach 
politics are found to be very far from doing so 
successfully. In fact they are absolutely ignorant 
of the very nature of the science and of the subjects 
with which it deals ; otherwise they would not class 
it as identical with, or even inferior to, the art of 
rhetoric." Nor would they imagine that it is easy to 
frame a constitution by making a collection of such 
existing laws as are reputed to be good ones, on the 
assumption that one can then select the best among 
them ; as if even this selection did not call for 
understanding, and as if to judge correctly were 
not a very difficult task, just as much as it is for 
instance in music. It is only the experts in an art 
who can judge correctly the productions of that art, 
and who understand the means and the method 
by which perfection is attained, and know which 
elements harmonize with whicQ. ; amateurs may be 
content if they can discern whether the general 
result produced is good or bad, for example in the 
art of painting. Laws are the product, so to speak, 
of the art of politics ; how then can a mere collection 
of laws teach a man the science of legislation, or 
make him able to judge which of them are the best ? 

21 We do not see men becoming expert physicians but those 
from a study of medical handbooks. yet medical ~~~l~f roo the 
\vriters attempt to describe not only general courses st~1dhent 

f w1t out 
of treatment, but also n1ethods of cure and modes o practical 

treatment for particular sorts of patients, classified experience. 

according to their various habits of body ; and their 
treatises appear to be of value for men who have had 

. practical experience, though they are useless for the 
novice. Very possibly therefore collections of laws 
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'"" ' ..... f \ ..... '8 #Cat, 'TWV 'TTOI\t'TELWV at, uvvaywyat TOt~ J.LEV VVa • 
I 8 ,... \ """' I ,,... ,, ' I 

JLEVO£~ EWpT)aat Ka£ Kpt..vat 'TL /(QI\W~ TJ TOVVaVTtOV 
\ "' I f I Jl ) ,, " "" 

Kat 7TOta 7TOtot~ apftOTTEt, EVXPYJGT aJl ELTJ • Tots 
~) Jl fli; \ '"' ~ (; ""' \ \ I 10 
0 aVEV E~ EWS Ta TOLaVTa OLEs l..OVGL TO JLEV Kpt-VELV 

\"" ) " f I ) \ 'I ) I 
Kai\WS OVK av V7Tapxot, EL JLYJ apa QVTOJLUTOV, 

) I ~) ) ,... I ) ,, I 

EVGVVETWTEpot 0 ELS TaVTa TaX av YEVOl-l'TO. 
\ I 1' '"' I ) I 22 1Tapai\L7TOVTWV OVV TWV 7TpOTEpuJV QVEp€VVY)TOV 

' ' ..... B I ' \ ' './, (} TO 7TEpt 'TY)S VOJLO EGLQS, QVTOVS ETrtaK6raa at 
'"'\'\ ~1\ J/ \ ff\ ~\ \ \ I 1 

J.Lai\1\0V tJEI\TLOV taw~, Kat 01\WS OY) 7TEpt 7TOI\t.TELUS, 
~~ ' t::: I f \ \ ' 8 I ,./.... \ 15 
07TW~ ELS OVVafLLV '1J 7TEpt Ta av ,pw7TtVa 'PLI\0• 

8 3 ,/.. ' \ e ""' ...... ' 1" , ' ~ (JO'Pta T€1\ELW TJ. 7TpWTOV JLEV OVV EL 'T£ KaTa 
I J/ \'"' f \ ,... I 

ilEpo~ EtpY)TQL Kai\WS V1TO TWV 7TpoyEVEGTEpWV 

r.E:tpa8WJLEV E7TEA8Etv, ElTa EK TWV aVVYJYJLEVWV 

1TOALT€LWV fJE:wpfjaat Ta 7TOia acjJ~EL Kat cp8EipEt 
\ 1\ \ \ "' f I '"' \ '"' 

TUS 7TO/\Et~ Kat Ta '1TOta EKUU'TQS 'TWV 1TOI\L'TEUVV, 
\ t::: \ I ' I f \ \ ""' t ~ \ ' I 10 

Kat. ota TLVQS atTLaS at J.LEV Kai\W~ at OE 'TOVJlaV'TLOV 
·\ I e (}' \ I I) .,, 

TrO/\t/TEvov'Tat. • EWPYJ EvTwv yap 'TOV'Twv Tax av 
""\ '\ I~ \ I \ I ' I 

p.a/\1\0V aVVLOOLfLEV' Kat '1TOLa 7TOI\L'TEta apta71J, 
\ ,... f I i) "" \ I I \ 

Kat '1TWS EKaU'!YJ TaxvEtaa, Kat Ttat VOJLOLS Kat, 
"() I \1 1' 'i;l 
E Eat, XPWfLEVYJ. 1\EYWJLEV ovv ap~ap.,EllOt. 

1 7roALnK7js Richards. 

a This section roughly gives the contents of Aristotle's 
Politics, excepting Book I.; 'a review,' etc., is Book II., 
'then,' etc., Books III.-VI., 'what is the best constitution,' 
etc., Books VII. and VIII. 

" Aristotle compiled, or caused to be compiled, descrip
tions of the constitutions of 158 Greek states: of these the 
Constitution of Athens alone survives. 
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and constitutions may be serviceable to students 
capable of studying them critically, and judging 
what n1easures are valuable or the reverse, and what 
kind of institutions are suited to what national 
characteristics. But those who peruse such com
pilations without possessing a trained faculty cannot 
be capable of judging them correctly, unless they 
do so by instinct, though they may very likely 
sharpen their political intelligence. 

22 As then the question of legislation has been left Our scienc~ 
uninvestigated by previous thinkers, it will perhaps ~~~!~~nst 
be 'veil if we consider it for ourselves, together with include Ia,, 
the whole question of the constitution of the State, and politics. 

in order to complete as far as possible our philosophy 
of human affairs. 

23 aWe will begin then by attempting a review of any Outline of 

t f 1 "b t d b the sequel, pronouncemen s o va ue contr1 u e y our pre- a treatise on 
decessors in this or that branch of the subject ; and politics. 

then on the basis of our colle«tion of constitutions b 

we will consider what institutions are preservative 
and what destructive of states in general, and of the 
different forms of constitution in particular, and 
what are the reasons which cause some states to be 
well governed and others the contrary. For after 
studying these questions we shall perhaps be in a 
better position to discern what is the best con-
stitution absolutely, and what are the best regula-
tions, laws, and customs for any given form of 
constitution. Let us then begin our discussion. 
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Malice (emxo.tpEKo.Kia), u. vi. 18, 
vii. 15 

Man, a political being, I. vii. 6: a 
pairing animal, VIII. xii. 7; his 
dual nature, vu. xiv. S, I x. 1 '"· 6, 
x. viii. 3; divine ehmH'nt in, 
x. vii. 8 

Man, the Olympic winner, vu. 
iv. 2 

Ma.rgites (lost comic epic, ascribt>d 
to Homer), VI. vii. 2 

Marriage, VIII. x. 5, xi. 4, xii. 7 
Maternal affection, VIII. viii. 3 f., 

xii. 2, IX. iv. 1, vii. 7 
Mathematics, III. iii. 2, VI. viii. 6i 

8 f. , VII. Viii. 4 
Mean, the, n. ii. 6 f., vi.; rules fur 

hitting, n. ix. 
Meanness, 11. vii. 4, IV. i. 
Medicine, I. xiii. 7, II. ii. 4, v. ix. 

15, VII. xiv. 4, x. iv. 6, viii. 21 
Megarian comedy, IV. ii. 20 
Mercenary troops, III. viii. 6, ix. 6 
Merope, III. i. 17 
Method ofE thicR (Political Science), 

I. iii. 1 ff., iv. 5 ff., vii. 17 :fl':, vtii. 
1, 7 ; II. ii. 3 ; VII. i. 5, ii. 12 

Milesians, vu. viii. 3 
Milo (of Crotona, an· athlt.>te of 

extraordinary strength, ft. 520 
B. C.), II. Vi. 7 

Modesty (ai8w~}, 11. vii. 14, IV. ix. 
Monarchy, VIII. x. 2 f. 
Money, v. v. 10-16; Gods have 

none, x. viii. 7. See Liberality, 
Magnificence 

Money-making, life of, 1. v. 8 
Moral obligation, VI n. xiii. 5 ff. 
Motion, x. iii. 4 ff., i v. 2 tf'. 
Mysteries, HI. i. 17 

Natural Justice, v. vii. 
Natural Virtue, VI. xiii. 1 
Nature, I. iii. 2, ix. 5, n. L 2 ff., 

III. iii. 7, VI. iv. 4, Vll. Xi. 4 
Necessity, III. iii. 7 
Neoptolemu.s, vn. ii. 7, ix. 4: 
Niobe, VII. iv. 5 
Noble, the (KaA.ov), J. iii. 2 n., Ill. 

vii. 2 n. 
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N b . ') i"' 8 um er, 1. VI • ...,, v. u. 

Obsequiousness, IV. vi. xr. x. 6 
Odysoeus, vu. ii. 7, ix. 4 
Old age and experience, VI. xi. 6; 

and friendship, vui. iii. 4, v. 2, 
vi. 1 

Oligarchy, vui. x 
Olympic games, I. viii. 9, vn. iv. 2 
Opinion, III. ii. 10 ff., VI. v. 8, ix. 

3 ; and Unrestraint, vn. iii. S If. 
Opinions, value of popular, I. viii. 

1, 7, VII. i. 51 xiii. 5, X. if. 4 

Pain and Courag...,.~ III. ix. ; all vital 
processes painiul, vn. xiv. 5. See 
Pleasure 

Paltriness {p.tKpo7rpE1T'eta), II. vii 6, 
IV. ii. 

Peevish (ovuKoA.os-), u. vii. 13, IV. vi 
Perception ( ai:u8"1J<TLS"), VI. viii. 9, 

xi. 4 
PericlPs, VI. v. 5 
Persian~' paternal tyranny, VIII. x. 4 
Phalaris (tyrant of Agrige1•tum in 

Sicily, c. 570 B.c.), vn. v. 2, 7 
Philoctetes or Sophocles, VII. ii. 7, 

ix. 4 ; of Theodectes, vu. vii. 6 
Phoeniesae, IX. vi. 2 
Pittacus, IX. vi. 2 
Plato, r. iv. 5, vi. 1, n. iii. 8, x. U. 

3. See Sacra tes 
Pleasantness of bf'haviour, n. vii. 

ll, IV. Vi.. 
Pleasure defined, vu. xii. S, x. iv. 

5 ff. ; classitied, vn. iv. 2, 5: an 
experience of the seul, I. viii. 10 ; 
and Virtue, r. viii. 10 ff., n. iii., 
III. ix. 3 ff. ; and Good, VIL xi.· 
xv., x. i.-v. ; and Courage, III. ix., 
object of Temperance and Pro· 
fligacy, n. vii. 3, 111. x. f.,. of 
Self -restraint and UureHtramt, 
vn. iv. ; unnatural, vn. v. 

Poets' love for own poems, IX. 
vii.4 

Political Oourage, III. viii. 1 tf. 
Political Justice, v. vii. 
Political Life, I. v. 4 fl: 
Political Science, I. i.-iii., VI. viL 

3 f., viii. ; not exact, 1. iii. J ff. ; 
requires experience, 1. iii. 5 ff., 
X. ix. 21 

Politics, Aristotla's, x. ix. 23 
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Praise, contrasted with honour, 
I. xii. ; test of virtue, I. xiii. 20 

Priam, 1. ix. 11, x. 14, vu. i. 1 
Price fixed by value to buyer, v. 

V. 11, IX. i. 8 
Prodigality, u. vii. 4, IV. i. 
Profligacy, u. vii. 8, viii. 2 ff., III. 

x., xi .• vn. iv., vii. 2 ff., viii. 
Proportion and Justice, v. iii., v. ; 

and Friendship, IX. i. 1 n.; diserete 
and continuous, v. iii. 9 ; geo
metrical, v. iii. 13; arithmetical, 
T. iv. 8 

Protagoras (Sophist, c. 480-411 B.c., 
b. Abdera in Thrace, twice 
visited and taught at Athens), 
IX. i. 5 

Proverbs, VII. ii. 10, TIII. i. 2, 6, 
v. 5, ix. 1, xii. 4, IX. viii. 2, xi. 5 

Prudence (<f>p6VYJutd, u. vi. 15, vi. 
v. -xiii., x. viii. 8 

Psychology, see Soul 
Purple in Comedy, IV. iL 20 
Purpose, see Choice 
Pythagoreans, I. vi. 7, IL vi. 1•, 

v. v. 1 

Quickness of mind (a:yxtvota.}, vi. 
ix. 8 

Rack, good man happy on the, 
VII. Xiii. 8 

Rashness (8pa.uVT11~), u. vii. 2, · 
III. Vi. :ff. 

Rational, the, I. xiii. 18 n. 
Reciprocity (To aVTI.1TE7TOIIlM~), v. v. 
Replenishment, pleasure of, x. iii. 6 
Respopsibility, III. i.-v., v. viii. 
Retaliation, v. v. 8 
Rhadamanthys (son of Zeus and 

brother of Minos, king of Crete, 
became a judge of the dead in 
Hades), v. v. 3 

Rhetoric confused with Politics, 
x. ix. 13 

Righteous Indignation (11/p.tcr,d, 
u. vii. 15 

Salt, to eat a man's, VIII. ill. 8 
Sanguine, the (elic:A7TLi), III. viii. 18 
Sappho (lyric poetess of Lesbos, c. 

6u0 B.c.), vu. vi. s 
Sardanapallus, I. v. S n. 
Satyrus, vn. iv. 6 
Science, scientific knowledge («•'· 

fl'nJP. Jl), VI. iff., Ti., vii. S, 5, 
viii. 8, ix. 2 

Bcythians, III. iii. 6, vn. vii. 6 
Self, the true, sea Intelligence 
Self-consciousness and sympathJ, 

IX. ix. 9 f. 
Self-depreciation (t:i.pwvEia), n. vii. 

] 2, III. iii. 6 
Self-injury, v. ix. xi. 
Self-Jove, IX. iv., viii. 
Self-restraint (E')'KpaTc:ta), 1. xiii. 15, 

VII. i.-x. 
Self-sn:Hiciency, I. vii. 6 f., v. vi. 4, 

x. vii. 4 
Sensation, VI. ii. 2, x. iv. 5 ff. 

(see Perception); di.ffermtia of 
animal life, I. vii. 12, VIII. ix. 7; 
pleasures of, x. v. 

Shakespeare, 1. iii. 5 n., III. vii. 7 n. 
Shame(al8w~), u. vii.14, IV. ix. 
Sicyonians, 111. viii. 16 
Sight, the source of love, IX. xii. 11 

Cj. VIII. iv. 1, V. 8 
Similarity the basis of friendship, 

VIII. i. 6, \·iii. 5 
Simonides II. (of Ceos, lyric po~t, 

b. 556 B.C.), I. X. 11, IV. i. 27, 
iii. 16 

Sincerity, see Truth f'nlness 
Slavery, vu1. x. 4, xi. 6 tf., x. vi. 8 
Smallness of Soul, n. vii. 7, IV. iii. 
Smell, III. X. 5 f., X. v. 7 
Socrates, III. viii. 6. 1\'. vii. 14, vt. 

xiii. S, VII. ii. I, iii. IS 
Softness (p.a./l.a~eia), VII. i. 4, vii. 
Solon, I. x. 1, III. v. 4, x. viii. 11 
Sophists, vn. ii. 8, IX. i. 7, x. ix 

18 f. . 
Sophocles, vn. ii. 7, ix. 4 
Sophrosyne (see Temperance), de· 

rivation of, VL v. 5 
Soul, parts of, I. vii. 12 1f., xiii., 

Ill. X. 1, V. Xi. 9, VI. i. 5, xii. 6 ; 
relation to body, VIII. xi. 6 ; 
happiness an activity of, 1. vii. 
13 :ff. 

Speusippuc, 1. vi. 7 n., vn. xi. 8 n., 
x. ii. 4 n. 

Spirit, see Anger 
Spiritl~sne88 (aopYfluia), 11. 'riL 

10, IV. 6 
Stars more divine than man, VI. 

vii. 4 
Suicide, Y. xi. 1 tr. 
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8ur1)·, the (Stlcr .. pt~), II. vii. 13, IV. 
vi. 

Syllogism, praetica 1, vu. iii. 6, 9 
Sympathy, IX. ix. 7 tf., xi. 2 f. 

Tactful nesH (€rrc.t3c:§~olr1c;), IV. viii. 5, 
IX. X. 13 

Taste, III. x. 9, x. v. 7 
Ta.s-:.-eh·sstJe:-;s (r.i.TTetpo'<aA{a.), 11. vii. 

6, IV. ii. 
'l\~mpm ance (CTw~pocn1VYJ), II. lii. S 

viii. 2 ff., III. X.-xii 1 VL V. 6, VII. iv: 
Tha1~s (of MilPtus, c. ti:)t)-.A6 B.c., 

first of the IoHian }Jhysici~ts anrl 
one of the SeYen ~a~es; taugl.t 
that water was the origin of 
things), VI. vii. 5 

Tlwodectes (of Phaselis in Pam· 
phylia., con tempo· ary rhetorician 
and tragic poet, lived at Athens), 
·nl. vii. 6 

Tlwohnis (of l\'1.egara, elegiac and 
gnomic poet, ft. 548 B.c.), rx. ix. 
7, xii. 3, x. ix. 3 

Theoria, see ContPmplation 
Thetis (sea-gudd~ss! wife of Peleus, 

mother of Achilles), IV. iii. 25 
Timocracy, VIII. x. 
Ton<'h, III. x. 9 ff., x. v. 7 
Truth, the work of tlwugh't, vi. ii. 

3, iv. S; correctness of O}Jinion, 
n. ix. 3 

Trnthfulness, n. vii~ 11 f., IV. vii. 
Tyranny, VIII. vi. 6, x., xi., x. vi. 3 

Un·ler~t.anrling (qvJ'ECTI.~): vi. x. 
Unlimited (aTTetpov), the Pytha

,:ort~an, n. vi. 14 
Unrestraint (a1Cpaulo.), vn. i.-x. 

Vanity (xavvoTq~) n. vii. i, IV. iii. 
Vice voluntary, 111. v. 

Vit:es, ia hle of, n. vii. 
Virtue, intellectual and moral, 1 

xiii. 20 
Virtne, moral, n. i.-vi. ; defined, n. 

vi. 15 ; relation to Prudence, vr. 
xii. 6 tt:, xiii., x. viii. 3; voluntary 
HI. v. ; relation to happiness, x.: 
viii. 1 tr. 

Virtue, natural, VI. xi. 6, xiil. 1; 
superhuman, vii. i. 1 

Virtues, moral, tabh~ of, 11. vii. ; 
intellectual, n. (see xii. 4) 

Voluntarines;o;, of Virtue and Vice, 
III. v.; of Profligacy and Coward· 
ice, III. xii. 1 tf. 

Vol~mtary, the, 111. i., v., viii., iL, 
Xl. 

Voluntary and involuntary trans
actions, v. ii. 13, iv. 14, v. 

Vulgarity (J3avo.vuia), II. vii. 6, IV. il. 

Wealth, acquired and inheritP.d 
Iv. i. 20, IX. \'ii. 7 ; see Goods: 
external, aud Money 

'\\~ill, III. ii. ; weakuess of, vii. i.-x. 
Wisdom, VI. vi. 1, Yii., xii. 5 (rela· 

tiou to happiness), xiii. 8(superior 
to Prudenee), x. vii. 1 

'Vish, III. ii. Iff., iv. 
Wittiness (eirrparre,\ia), II. vii. 18, 

IV. viii. (derivation § 3), x. vi. S 

Xenophantu:i, musieian, VII. vii. e 

Young, the, incapable of Ethics 
1. iii. 5 ; of Prudence, VI. viii. 5; 
of Meta physics and Physics, VI. 
viii. 6; inexperieuced, VI. viii. 5; 
like the intoxicated, VII. xiv. 6; 
their friendship, vIII. iii. 5, vi. 1 

Zeus, IV. iii. 25, Vlll. X. 5, IX. it. 7 
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