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BOOK III

1. In my first Book, the third, that is, from this counting
backwards, I explained that I fixed as the starting points of
my work, the Social war, the Hannibalic war, and the war
for Coele-Syria. I likewise set forth in the same place the
reasons why I wrote the two preceding Books dealing with
events of an earlier date. I will now attempt to give a well
attested account of the above wars, their first causes and
the reasons why they attained such magnitude; but in the
first place I have a few words to say regarding my work as a
whole.

Aswhat I have undertaken to treat is a single action and
a single spectacle, the how, when, and wherefore all the
known parts of the world came under the domination of
Rome, and since this has a recognized beginning, a fixed
duration, and an end which is not in dispute, I think it best
to give a brief preparatory survey of the chief points of this
whole from the beginning to the end. For I believe this will
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BOOK III. 1.6-2.3

be the best means of giving students an adequate idea of
mywhole plan. Since a previous general view is of great as-
sistance to the mind in acquiring a knowledge of details,
and at the same time a previous notion of the details helps
us to knowledge of the whole, I regard a preliminary sur-
vey based on both as best and will draw up these prefatory
remarks to my history on this principle. I have already in-
dicated the general scope and limits of this history. The
- particular events comprised in it begin with the above-
mentioned wars and culminate and end in the destruc-
tion of the Macedonian monarchy.! Between the begin-
ning and end lies a space of fifty-three years, comprising a
greater number of grave and momentous events than any
period of equal length in the past. Starting from the 140th
Olympiad I shall adopt the following method of procedure
in my exposition of them.

9. First I shall indicate the causes of the above war be-
tween Rome and Carthage, known as the Hannibalic war,
and tell how the Carthaginians invaded Italy, broke up the
dominion of Rome, and cast the Romans into great fear for
their safety and even for their native soil, while great was
their own hope, such as they had never dared to entertain,
of capturing Rome itself. Next I shall attempt to describe

1 Asin 1. 1. 5, P. intends to end with 168/7; but see 4. 1.

220-168
B.C.

220-216
B.C.
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BOOK III. 2.3-3.1

how at the same period Philip of Macedon, after finish-
ing his war with the Aetolians and settling the affairs of
Greece, conceived the project of an alliance with Car-
thage; how Antiochus and Ptolemy Philopator first quar-
reled and at length went to war with each other for the pos-
session of Coele-Syria, and how the Rhodians and Prusias,
declaring war on the Byzantines, compelled them to stop
levying toll on ships bound for the Euxine. Interrupting my
- narrative at this point, I shall draw up my account of the
Roman Constitution,? as a sequel to which I shall point out
how the peculiar qualities of the Constitution conduced
very largely not only to their reconquest of the Italians and
Sicilians, and subsequently of the Spaniards and Celts, but
finally to their victory over Carthage and their conceiving
the project of universal empire. Simultaneously in a di-
gression I shall narrate how the dominion of Hiero of Syra-
cuse fell and after this I shall deal with the troubles in
Egypt, and tell how, on the death of Ptolemy, Antiochus
and Philip, conspiring to partition the dominions of his
son, a helpless infant, began to be guilty of acts of unjust
aggression, Philip laying hands on Egypt® and on Caria and
Samos, while Antiochus seized on Coele-Syria and Phoe-
nicia.
3. Next, after summing up the doings of the Roman and
Carthaginians in Spain, Africa, and Sicily I shall shift the

2 All that remains of Book 6.

3 The passage 16. 10. 4 proves that Egypt stood in the text and
ought not to be emended, even if Philip actually attacked only
Egyptian possessions overseas.
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BOOK [I1. 3.1-3.8

scene of my story definitely, as the scene of action shifted,
to Greece and its neighborhood. 1 shall describe the sea
battles in which Attalus and the Rhodians met Philip, and
after this deal with the war between the Romans and
Philip, its course, the persons engaged in it,* and its result.
Following on this I shall make mention of the angry spirit
of the Aetolians yielding to which they invited Antiochus
over, and thus set ablaze the war from Asia against the
Achaeans and Romans. After narrating the causes of this
war, and how Antiochus crossed to Europe, 1 shall describe
in the first place how he fled from Greece; secondly how on
his defeat after this he abandoned all Asia up to the Taurus;
and thirdly, how the Romans, suppressing the insolence
of the Galatian Gauls, established their undisputed su-
premacy in Asia and freed its inhabitants on this side of
the Taurus from the fear of barbarians and the lawless vio-
lence of these Gauls. Next I shall bring before the reader’s
eyes the misfortune that befell the Aetolians and Cephal-
lenians, and then make mention of the wars of Eumenes
with Prusias and the Gauls and, together with Ariarathes,
against Pharnaces. Subsequently, after some notice of the
unity and settled condition of the Peloponnese and of the
growth of the Rhodian State, I shall bring the whole narra-
tive of events to a conclusion, narrating finally the expedi-
tion of Antiochus Epiphanes against Egypt, the war with
Perseus, and the abolition of the Macedonian monarchy.

4 See P. Derow, JRS 69 (1979) 10.
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BOOK I11. 3.9-4.6

All the above events will enable us to perceive how the
Romans dealt with each contingency and thus subjected
the whole world to their rule,

4. Now if from their success or failure alone we could
form an adequate judgment of how far states and individu-
als are worthy of praise or blame, I could here lay down my
pen, bringing my narrative and this whole work to a close
with the last-mentioned events, as was my original inten-
tion.? For the period of fifty-three years finished here, and
the growth and advance of Roman power was now com-
plete. Besides which it was now universally accepted as
a necessary fact that henceforth all must submit to the
Romans and obey their orders. But since judgments re-
garding either the conquerors or the conquered based
purely on the actual struggle are by no means final—what
is thought to be the greatest success having brought the
greatest calamities on many, if they do not make proper
use of it, and the most dreadful catastrophes often turning
out to the advantage of those who support them bravely—
I must append to the history of the above period an ac-
count of the subsequent policy of the conquerors and their
method of universal rule, as well as of the various opin-
jons and appreciations of their rulers entertained by the

5 P. announces and justifies the change of plan: he will con-
tinue to record events after 168/7, down to 146; but see 1. 9.
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BOOK II1. 4.6-4.13

subjects, and finally I must describe what were the prevail-
ing and dominant tendencies and ambitions of the vari-
ous peoples in their private and public life. For it is evi-
dent that contemporaries will thus be able to see clearly
whether the Roman rule is acceptable or the reverse, and
future generations whether their government should be
considered to have been worthy of praise and admiration
or rather of blame. And indeed it is just in this that the

_ chief usefulness of this work for the present and the fu-
ture will lie. For neither rulers themselves nor their critics
should regard the end of action as being merely conquest
and the subjection of all to their rule; since no man of
sound sense goes to war with his neighbors simply for the
sake of crushing an adversary, just as no one sails on the
open sea just for the sake of crossing it. Indeed no one even
takes up the study of arts and crafts merely for the sake of
knowledge, but all men do all they do for the resulting
pleasure, good, or utility. So the final end achieved by this
work will be, to gain knowledge of what was the condition
of each people after all had been crushed and had come
under the dominion of Rome, until the disturbed and trou-
bled time that afterwards ensued. About this latter, owing
to the importance of the actions and the unexpected char-
acter of the events, and chiefly because I not only wit-
nessed most but took part and even directed some,® I was
induced to write as if starting on a fresh work.

6 In this last section P. will not only speak as a witness to the
events but also as a participant. He does so, e.g. in 31. 12. 5 ff.
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BOOK III. 5.1-5.8

5. This period of disturbance comprises, firstly the war
waged by Rome against the Celtiberians and Vaccaei, that
between Carthage and Massinissa the King of the Libyans
and that between Attalus and Prusias in Asia. Next, Ari-
arathes, King of Cappadocia was expelled from his king-
dom by Orophernes through the agency of King Deme-
trius and recovered his ancestral throne by the help of
Attalus. Then Demetrius, son of Seleucus, after reigning
in Syria for twelve years lost both his kingdom and his life,
the other kings combining against him. Next the Romans
restored to their homes the Greeks who had been ac-
cused in consequence of the war with Perseus, acquitting
them of the charges brought against them. A little later the
Romans attacked Carthage, having resolved in the first
place on changing its site and subsequently on its utter
destruction for the reasons that I shall state in due course.
Simultaneously there occurred the withdrawal of the
Macedonians from their alliance with Rome and that of
the Lacedaemonians from the Achaean League, and here-
upon the beginning and the end of the general calamity
that overtook Greece.”

Such is the plan I propose, but all depends on Fortune’s
granting me a life long enough to execute it. However I am
convinced that in the event of my death, the project will
not fall to the ground for want of men competent to carry it

7 The events of the years 148-146 are seen as a calamity for all
of Greece.
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BOOK I1I. 5.8-6.6

on, since there are many others who will set their hands to
the task and labor to complete it.

Now having given a summary of the most important
events, with the object of conveying to my readers a notion
of this work as a whole and its contents in detail, it is time
for me to call to mind my original plan and return to the
starting point of these events.

6. Some of those authors who have dealt with Hannibal
and his times, wishing to indicate the causes that led to the

“above war between Rome and Carthage, allege as its first
cause the siege of Saguntum by the Carthaginians and
as its second their crossing, contrary to treaty,® the river
whose native name is the Iber. I should agree in stating that
these were the beginnings of the war,” but I can by no
means allow that they were its causes, unless we call Alex-
ander’s crossing to Asia the cause of his war against Persia
and Antiochus’ landing at Demetrias the cause of his war
against Rome, neither of which assertions is either reason-
able or true. For who could consider these to be causes of
wars, plans and preparations for which, in the case of the
Persian war, had been made earlier, many by Alexander
and even some by Philip during his life, and in the case of
the war against Rome by the Aetolians long before Antio-
chus arrived? These are pronouncements of men who are
unable to see the great and essential distinction between a

892.13. 7.
9 P. insists on the difference between the beginning of hostili-
ties and the causes of the war.
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BOOK III. 6.6-6.14

beginning and a cause or pretext, these being the first ori-
gin of all, and the beginning coming last. By the beginning
of anything I mean the first attempt to execute and put in
action plans on which we have decided, by its causes what
is leading up to decisions and judgments, that is to say our
notions of things, our state of mind, our reasoning about
these, and everything through which we reach decisions
and projects. The nature of these is evident from the in-
stances adduced above; it is easy for anyone to see the real
causes'? and origin of the war against Persia. Theé first was
the retreat of the Greeks under Xenophon from-the upper
Satrapies, in which, though they traversed the whole of
Asia, a hostile country, none of the barbarians ventured to
face them. The second was the crossing of Agesilaus, King
of Sparta, to Asia, where he found no opposition of any mo-
ment to his projects, and was only compelled to return
without effecting anything owing to the disturbances in
Greece. From both of these facts Philip perceived and
reckoned on the cowardice and indolence of the Persians
as compared with the military efficiency of himself and his
Macedonians, and further fixing his eyes on the splendor
of the great prize which the war promised, he lost no time,
once he had secured the avowed goodwill of the Greeks,
but seizing on the pretext that he was eager to take ven-
geance on the Persians for their injurious treatment of the
Greeks, he bestirred himself and decided to go to war, be-
ginning to make every preparation for this purpose. We

10 The two that P. lists had occurred over fifty years earlier!
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BOOK I1l. 6.14-7.7

must therefore look on the first considerations I have men-
tioned as the causes of the war against Persia, the second as
its pretext and Alexander’s crossing to Asia as its beginning,

7. Similarly it is evident that the cause of the war be-
tween Antiochus and the Romans was the anger of the
Aetolians, who (as I above stated) looking upon themselves
as having been slighted in many ways by the Romans as re-
gards their share in bringing the war with Philip to an end,
not only invited Antiochus over, but were ready to do and
suffer anything owing to the anger they conceived under
the above circumstances. But the liberation of Greece,
which they announced in defiance of reason and truth go-
ing round with Antiochus from city to city, we must con-
sider to be a pretext of this war, and its beginning the land-
ing of Antiochus at Demetrias.

In speaking at such length on this matter, my object has
not been to censure previous writers, but to rectify the
ideas of students. For of what use to the sick is a physician
who is ignorant of the causes of certain conditions of the
body? And of what use is a statesman who cannot reckon
how, why, and whence each event has originated? The for-
mer will scarcely be likely to institute proper treatment
for the body and it will be impossible for the latter with-
out such knowledge to deal properly with circumstances.
Nothing, therefore, should be more carefully guarded
against and more diligently sought out than the first causes
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BOOK III. 7.7-8.8

of each event, since matters of the greatest moment often
originate from trifles, and it is the initial impulses and con-
ceptions in every matter which are most easily remedied.

8. Fabius, the Roman historian,!! says that besides the
outrage on the Saguntines, a cause of the war was Hasdru-
bal’s ambition and love of power. He tells us how, having
acquired an important command in Spain, he arrived in
Africa and attempted to abolish the constitution of Car-
thage and change the form of government to a monarchy.
The leading statesmen, however, got wind of his project
and united to oppose him, upon which Hasdrubal, suspi-
cious of their intentions, left Africa and in future governed
Iberia as he chose, without paying any attention to the
Carthaginian Senate. Hannibal from boyhood had shared
and admired Hasdrubal’s principles; and on succeeding to
the governor-generalship of Iberia, he had employed the
same method as Hasdrubal. Consequently, he now began
this war against Rome on his own initiative and in defiance
of Carthaginian opinion, not a single one of the notables in
Carthage approving his conduct towards Saguntum. After
telling us this, Fabius says that on the capture of this city
the Romans came forward demanding that the Cartha-
ginians should either deliver Hannibal into their hands or

11 See 1. 14. 1. He is said to have described the war as an affair
of the Barcid family rather than of the Carthaginian state.
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BOOK IJ1. 8.9-9.4

accept war. Now if anyone were to pose the following ques-
tion to this writer—how opportunity could have better
favored the Carthaginians’ wishes or what could have been
a juster act and more in their interest (since, as he says,
they had disapproved Hannibal’s action from the outset)
than to yield to the Roman demand, and by giving up the
man who had caused the offense, with some show of rea-
son to destroy by the hands of others the common enemy
of their state and secure the safety of their territory, rid-
ding themselves of the war that menaced them and giving
satisfaction by a simple resolution—if anyone, 1 say, were
to ask him this, what would he have to say? Evidently noth-
ing; for so far were they from doing any of the above things
that after carrying on the war, in obedience to Hannibal’s
decision, for séventeen years, they did not abandon the
struggle, until finally, every resource on which they relied
being now exhausted, their native city and her inhabitants
stood in deadly peril.

9. One may ask why I make any mention of Fabijus and
his statement. It is not from apprehension lest it may find
acceptance from some owing to its plausibility; for its in-
herent unreasonableness, even without my comment, is
self-evident to anyone who reads it. But what I wish is to
warn those who consult his book not to pay attention to the
author’s name, but to facts. For there are some people who
pay regard not to what he writes but to the writer himself
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BOOK III. 9.4-10.1

and, taking into consideration that he was a contemporary
and a Roman senator, at once accept all he says as worthy
of credit. But my own opinion!? is that while not treating
his authority as negligible we should not regard it as final,
but that readers should in most cases test his statements by
reference to the actual facts.

To return to the war between Rome and Carthage,
from which this digression has carried us away, we must re-
gard its first cause as being the indignation!s of Hamilcar
surnamed Barcas, the actual father of Hannibal. Unvan-
quished in spirit by the war for Sicily, since he felt that he
had kept the army at Eryx under his command combative
and resolute until the end, and had only agreed to peace
yielding to circumstances after the defeat of the Cartha-
ginians in the naval battle, he maintained his resolve! and
waited for an opportunity to strike. Had not the mutinous
outbreak among the mercenaries occurred, he would very
soon, as far as it lay in his power, have created some other
means and other resources for resuming the contest, but
he was hampered by these civil disturbances which occu-
pied all his time and attention.

10. When, on the suppression of this disturbance by the
Carthaginians, the Romans announced their intention of
making war on Carthage, the latter at first was ready to ne-
gotiate on all points, thinking that, justice being on her
side, she would prevail (about this I have spoken in the

12 P. treats Fabius critically but not disrespectfully.

13 P. finds the first cause for the Hannibalic War in Hamilcar’s
bitterness, much as he later calls Philip’s bitterness a cause for
Perseus’ war against Rome (22. 18. 10-11). 14 Or “wrath™
the choice is between the readings 6puijs or 6pyis.
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BOOK III. 10.2-11.1

preceding Books, without a perusal of which it is impossi-
ble to follow properly what I am now saying and what I am
about to say); but as the Romans refused to negotiate, the
Carthaginians had to yield to circumstances, and though
deeply aggrieved they were powerless, and evacuated Sar-
dinia,’% agreeing also to pay twelve hundred talents in ad-
dition to the sum previously exacted, in order not to be
forced to accept war at that time. This, then, we must take
to be the second and principal cause of the subsequent
war; for Hamilcar, with the anger felt by all his compatriots
at this last outrage added to his old indignation, as soon as
he had finally crushed the mutiny of the mercenaries and
secured the safety of his country, at once threw all his ef-
forts into the conquest of Spain, with the object of using
the resources thus obtained for the war against Rome. This
success of the Carthaginian project in Spain'® must be held
to be the third cause of the war, for relying on this increase
of strength, they entered upon it with confidence.

Of the fact that Hamilcar, although he died ten years
before the beginning of the Second Punic War, contrib-
uted much to its origin many evidences can be found; but
the anecdote!” I am about to relate suffices, I think, to con-
firm this.

11. At the time when Hannibal on his final defeat by the
Romans had left his native land and was staying at the

15 P, finds the second and main cause in the affair of Sardinia in
238. 16 Carthaginian success in Spain is mentioned as the
third cause. For the Carthaginians there see H. H. Scullard, CAH
(2nd ed.) 8, 1989, 17-43 and map p. 18. 17 If genuine, as
many scholars believe, it is not clear how it came to P. It contrib-
utes nothing to the search for the causes of the war.
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BOOK III. 11.1-11.8

court of Antiochus, the Romans, who saw through the
project of the Aetolians, sent an embassy to Antiochus,
wishing to be fully aware what the king’s purpose was. The
legates, as they saw that Antiochus was lending an ear to
the Aetolians and was disposed to go to war with Rome,
paid many attentions to Hannibal, wishing to make Antio-
chus suspicious of him, as in fact they succeeded in doing.
For as time went on, the king’s mistrust of Hannibal grew
ever more strong; and it fell out on one occasion that
they came to have a talk about the alienation which had
been secretly growing up between them. In the course of
the conversation Hannibal defended himself on various
grounds, and at length, being at a loss for further argu-
ments, resorted to the following. He said that at the time
when his father was about to start with his army on his ex-
pedition to Spain, he himself, then nine years of age, was
standing by the altar, while Hamilcar was sacrificing to
Zeus. When, on the omens being favorable, Hamilcar had
poured a libation to the gods and performed all the cus-
tomary rites, he ordered the others who were attending
the sacrifice to withdraw to a slight distance and calling
Hannibal to him asked him kindly if he wished to accom-
pany him on the expedition. On his accepting with delight,
and, like a boy, even begging to do it besides, his father
took him by the hand, led him up to the altar, and bade him
lay his hand on the victim and swear never to be the friend
of the Romans. He begged Antiochus, then, now he knew
this for a fact, as long as his intentions were hostile to
Rome, to rely on him confidently and believe that he would
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BOOK III. 11.9-12.6

have in him hjs sincerest supporter, but from the moment
he made peace and alliance with her he had no need to
wait for accusations but should mistrust and beware of
him; for there was nothing he would not do against the
Romans. )

12. Antiochus, listening to this, thought he spoke genu-
inely and sincerely and in consequence abandoned all his
former mistrust. However, we should consider this as an
unquestionable proof of Hamilcar’s hostility and general
purpose, and it is confirmed by the facts. For he made of
his daughter’s husband Hasdrubal and his own son Hanni-
bal such enemies of Rome that none could be more bitter.
As Hasdrubal died before putting his purpose into execu-
tion, it was not in his case evident to all, but circumstances
put it in the power of Hannibal to give only too manifest
proof of his inherited hatred of Rome. Therefore, states-
men should above all take care that the true motives of the
reconciliation of enmities and the formation of friendships
do not escape them. They should observe when it is that
men come to terms under pressure of circumstances and
when owing to their spirit being broken, so that in the for-
mer case they may regard them as reserving themselves for
a favorable opportunity and be constantly on their guard,
and in the latter they may trust them as true friends and
subjects and not hesitate to command their services when
required.
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BOOK III. 12.7-13.8

We must consider, then, the causes of the Hannibalic
War to have been those 1 have stated, while its beginnings
were as follows. ,

13. The Carthaginians could ill bear their defeat in
the war for Sicily, and, as I said above, they were addition-
ally exasperated by the matter of Sardinia and the exorbi-
tancy of the sum they had been last obliged to agree to
pay. Therefore, when they had subjugated the greater part
of Iberia, they were quite ready to adopt any measures
against Rome which suggested themselves. On the death
of Hasdrubal, to whom after that of Hamilcar they had
entrusted the government of Iberia, they at first waited
for a pronouncement on the part of the troops, and when
news reached them from their armies that the soldiers
had unanimously chosen Hannibal as their commander,
they hastened to summon a general assembly of the com-
mons, which unanimously ratified the choice of the sol-
diers. Hannibal on assuming the command, at once set
forth with the view of subduing a tribe called the Olcades,
and arriving before their most powerful city Althaea,'$ en-
camped there and soon made himself master of it by a se-
ries of vigorous and formidable assaults, upon which the
rest of the tribe were overawed and submitted to the Car-
thaginians. After exacting tribute from the towns and pos-
sessing himself of a considerable sum, he retired to winter
quarters at New Carthage. By the generosity he now dis-
played to the troops under his command, paying them in

18 In Livy the town is called Cartala (21. 5. 4).
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BOOK III. 13.8-14.6

part and promising further payment, he inspired in them
great goodwill to himself and high hopes of the future.
14. Next summer he set out again and attacked the
Vaccaei, !9 assaulted and took Hermandica®® at the first on-
set, but Arbacala being a very large city with a numerous
and brave population, he had to lay siege to it and only took
it by assault after much pains. Subsequently on his return
he unexpectedly found himself in great peril, the Carpe-
tani, 2! the strongest tribe in the district gathering to attack
him and being joined by the neighboring tribes, all incited
to this by the fugitive Olcades, and also by those who had
escaped from Hermandica. Had the Carthaginians been
obliged to meet all this host in a pitched battle, they would
assuredly have suffered defeat; but, as it was, Hannibal
very wisely and skillfully faced about and retreated so as to
place the river Tagus in his front, and remained there to
dispute the crossing, availing himself of the aid both of the
river and of his elephants, of which he had about forty, so
that everything went as he had calculated and as no one
else would have dared to expect. For when the barbarians
tried to force a crossing at various points, the greater mass
of them perished in coming out of the river, the elephants
following its bank and being upon them as soon as they

19 On geographical details see WC 1. 317.

20 Modern Salamanca.

21 In the modern Sierra di Guadarrama, Toledo being one of
their towns.
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BOOK III. 14.7-15.5

landed. Many also were cut down in the stream itself by
the cavalry, as the horses could bear up better against the
current, and the mounted men in fighting had the advan-
tage of being higher than the unmounted enemy. Finally,
Hannibal in his turn crossed the river and attacked the bar-
barians, putting to flight a force of more than one hundred
thousand. After their defeat none of the peoples on that
side of the Ebro?? ventured lightly to face the Cartha-
ginians, with the exception of the Saguntines. Hannibal
tried as far as he could to keep his hands off this dity, wish-
ing to give the Romans no avowed pretext for war, until he
had secured his possession of all the rest of the country,
following in this his father Hamilcar’s suggestions and ad-
vice. )

15. But the Saguntines® sent repeated messages to
Rome, as on the one hand they were alarmed for their own
safety and foresaw what was coming, and at the same time
they wished to keep the Romans informed how well things
went with the Carthaginians in Spain. The Romans, who
had more than once paid little attention to them, sent on
this occasion legates to to investigate the events. Hannibal
at the same time, having reduced the tribes he intended
arrived with his forces to winter at New Carthage, which
was in a way the chief ornament and capital of the Cartha-
ginian empire in Spain. Here he found the Roman legates,
to whom he gave audience and listened to their present
communication. The Romans called upon him to keep off

22 These campaigns stayed well south of the Ebro.

23 Saguntum, a town on the east coast, south of the Ebro
(modern Sagunto). The date of its alliance with Rome is not
known; see n. on 2. 13. 7.
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24 Most scholars agree that this Roman intervention was quite
recent, after the conclusion of the Ebro treaty, hence a possible vi-
olation of its spirit, in case the Romans had agreed to a restriction
of their activities south of the Ebro. See n. on 2. 30. 7.
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Saguntum, which they said was under their protection,
or crossing the Ebro, contrary to the treaty engagements
entered into in Hasdrubal’s time. Hannibal, being young,
full of martial ardor, encouraged by the success of his en-
terprises, and spurred on by his long-standing enmity to
Rome, in his answer to the legates affected to be guarding
the interests of the Saguntines and accused the Romans of
having a short time previously, when there was a party
quarrel at Saguntum and they were called in to arbitrate,?*
unjustly put to death some of the leading men. The Car-
thaginians, he said, would not overlook this violation of
good faith for it was from of old the principle of Carthage
never to neglect the cause of the victims of injustice. To
Carthage, however, he sent, asking for instructions, since
the Saguntines, relying on their alliance with Rome, were
wronging some of the peoples subject to Carthage. Being
wholly under the influence of unreasoning and violent an-
ger,” he did not allege the true reasons, but took refuge in
groundless pretexts, as men are wont to do who disregard
duty because they are prepossessed by passion. How much
better would it have been for him to demand from the
Romans the restitution of Sardinia,26 and at the same time
of the tribute which they had so unjustly exacted,?” availing
themselves of the misfortunes of Carthage, and to threaten

25 P, here shares the bias of the Romans. Hannibal, in fact, did
not make the decision alone, as there were counselors of the state
with him (20. 8).

26 P’s suggestion of how Hannibal could have made a stronger
case is somewhat naive.

27 P. condemns again (as in 10. 1) the Roman actions of 238/7.
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BOOK III. 15.11-16.4

war in the event of refusal! But as it was, by keeping silent
as to the real cause and by inventing a nonexisting one
about Saguntum, he gave the idea that he was entering on
the war not only unsupported by reason but without justice
on his side. The Roman legates, seeing clearly that war was
inevitable, took ship for Carthage to convey the same pro-
test to the Government there. They never thought, how-
ever, that the war would be in Italy, but supposed they
would fight in Spain with Saguntum for a base.

16. Consequently, the Senate, adopting their measures
to this supposition, decided to secure their position in
Hlyria,?8 as they foresaw that the war would be serious and
long and the scene of it far away from home. It so hap-
pened that at that time in Illyria Demetrius of Pharos,
oblivious of the benefits that the Romans had conferred on
him, contemptuous of Rome because of the peril to which
she was exposed first from the Gauls and now from Car-
thage, and placing all his hopes in the Royal House of Mac-
edon owing to his having fought by the side of Antigonus in
the battles against Cleomenes, was sacking and destroying
the Illyrian cities subject to Rome, and, sailing beyond
Lissus, contrary to the terms of the treaty, with fifty boats,
had pillaged many of the Cyclades. The Romans, in view of
those proceedings and of the flourishing fortunes of the
Macedonian kingdom, were anxious to secure their posi-

28 A rather surprising digression, intended to explain why the

Romans let Hannibal attack and take Saguntum: they wanted to
deal first with Demetrius, to cover their back.
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BOOK III. 16.4-17.5

tion in the lands lying east of Italy, feeling confident that
they would have time to correct the errors of the Illyrians
and rebuke and chastise Demetrius for his ingratitude and
temerity. But in this calculation they were deceived; for
Hannibal forestalled them by taking Saguntum, and, as a
consequence, the war was not waged in Spain but at the
very gates of Rome and through the whole of ITtaly. How-
ever, the Romans now moved by these considerations dis-
patched a force under Lucius Aemilius just before sum-
mer in the first year of the 140th Olympiad?® to operate in
lyria. .

17. Hannibal, for his part, quitted New Carthage with
his army and advanced towards Saguntum.® This city lies
on the seaward foot of the range of hills connecting Iberia
and Celtiberia, at a distance of about seven stades from the
sea. The territory of the Saguntines yields every kind of
crop and is the most fertile in the whole of Iberia. Hanni-
bal, now encamping before the town, set himself to be-
siege it vigorously, foreseeing that many advantages would
result from its capture. First of all he thought that he
would thus deprive the Romans of any prospect of a cam-
paign in Iberia, and secondly he was convinced that by this
blow he would inspire universal terror, and render the Ibe-
rian tribes who had already submitted more orderly and

29 220/19; the consuls are those of 219.

30 It took Hannibal eight months to take the town, until late in
219.
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BOOK III. 17.5-18.1

those who were still independent more cautious, while

above all he would be enabled to advance safely with no
enemy left in his rear. Besides, he would then have abun-
dant funds and supplies for his projected expedition, he
would raise the spirit of his troops by the booty distributed
among them and would conciliate the Carthaginians at
home by the spoils he would send them. From all these
considerations he actively pursued the siege, now setting
an example to the soldiers by sharing personally the fa-
tigue of the battering operations, now cheering on the
troops and exposing himself recklessly to danger. At length
after eight months of hardship and anxiety he took the city
by storm. A great booty of money, slaves, and property
fell into his hands. The money, as he had determined, he
set aside for his own purposes, the slaves he distributed
among his men according to their deserts, and the miscel-
laneous property he sent off at once to Carthage. The re-
sult did not deceive his expectations, nor did he fail to ac-
complish his original purpose; but he both made his troops
more eager to face danger and the Carthaginians more
ready to accede to his demands on them, while he himself,
by setting aside these funds, was able to accomplish many
things of much service to him.

18. While this was taking place Demetrius, getting
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BOOK III. 18.1-18.10

wind of the Romans’ purpose, at once sent a considerable
garrison to Dimale3! with the supplies requisite for such a
force. In the other cities he made away with those who op-
posed his policy and placed the government in the hands
of his friends while he himself, selecting six thoiisand of
his bravest troops, quartered them at Pharos. The Roman
Consul, on reaching Illyria with his army and observing
that the enemy were very confident in the natural strength
of Dimale and the measures they had taken for its defense,
there being also a general belief that it was impregnable,
decided to attack it first, wishing to strike terror into them.
Having given instructions to his officers and erected bat-
teries in several places he began to besiege it. By capturing
it in seven days, he at one blow broke the spirit of all the
enemy, so that from every city they at once flocked to sur-
render themselves unconditionally to Rome. Having ac-
cepted their submission and imposed suitable conditions
on each he sailed to Pharos to attack Demetrius himself,32
Learning that the city was very strong, that a large force of
exceptionally fine troops was assembled within it and that
it was excellently furnished with supplies and munitions of
war, he was apprehensive that the siege might prove dif-
ficult and long. In view of this, therefore, he employed the

31 The town has been located with the help of bricks stamped
with its ethnic; see N. Hammond, JRS 58 (1968) 12-15, and The
Barrington Atlas, 49, B 3.

32 For Demetrius” actions in the twenties see H. J. Dell, Hist.
19 (1970) 30-38.
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BOOK 11I. 18.10-19.7

following impromptu stratagem. Sailing up to the island at
night with his whole force he disembarked the greater part
of it in certain well-wooded dells, and at daybreak with
twenty ships sailed openly against the harbor which lies
nearest to the town. Demetrius, seeing the ships and con-
temptuous of their small number, sallied from the city
down to the harbor to prevent the enemy from landing. On
his encountering them

19 the struggle was very violent, and more and more
troops kept coming out of the town to help, until at length
the whole garrison had poured out to take part in the
battle. The Roman force which had landed in the night
now opportunely arrived, having marched by a concealed
route, and occupying a steep hill between the city and the
harbor, shut off from the town the troops who had sallied
out. Demetrius, perceiving what had happened, desisted
from opposing the landing and collecting his forces and
cheering them on started with the intention of fighting a
pitched battle with those on the hill. The Romans, seeing
the Illyrians advancing resolutely and in good order, deliv-
ered a terrible charge against their formations, while at
the same time those who had landed from the ships, see-
ing what was going on, took the enemy in the rear, so
that being attacked on all sides the Illyrians were thrown
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BOOK III. 19.7-20.1

into much tumult and confusion. At the end, being hard
pressed both in front and in the rear, Demetrius’ troops
turned and fled, some escaping to the city, but the greater
number dispersing themselves over the island across coun-
try. Demetrius had some boats lying ready for such a con-
tingency at a lonely spot, and retreating there and embark-
ing sailed away at nightfall and managed to cross and reach
King Philip,? at whose court he spent the rest of his life.
He was a man of a bold and venturesome spirit, but with
an entire lack of reasoning power and judgment, defects
which brought him to an end of a piece with the rest of his
life. For having, with the approval of Philip, made a fool-
hardy and ill-managed attempt to seize Messene,? he per-
ished in the action, as I shall narrate in detail when we
reach that date. Aemilius, the Roman Consul, took Phar-
0s® at once by assault and razed it to the ground, and after
subduing the rest of Illyria and organizing it as he thought
best, returned to Rome late in summer and entered the
city in triumph, acclaimed by all, for he seemed to have
managed matters not only with ability, but with very high
courage.

20. The Romans, when the news of the fall of Saguntum
reached them, did not assuredly hold a debate on the ques-
tion of the war, as some authors allege, even setting down

33 Philip V (221-187), son of Demetrius II, and successor to
Antigonus Doson. 34 See RE Messenien (Suppl. 15) 272
(E. Meyer). 35 Despite the harsh treatment by the consul,
the Romans renewed the alliance concluded in 228. This has been
suggested by L. Robert, Hellenica 11-12 (1960) 505-541, and
demonstrated by P. Derow, ZPE 88 (1991) 261-270; a different
opinion in M. Eckstein, CP 94 (1999) 395-418.
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36 Nothing else is known of the first; for Sosylus see FGrH 176.
He was a Spartan accompanying Hannibal and writing about the
war. More at 96. 6.
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BOOK I1I. 20.1-20.7

the speeches made on both sides—a most absurd proceed-
ing. For how could the Romans, who a year ago had an-
nounced to the Carthaginians that their entering the terri-
tory of Saguntum would be regarded as a casus belli, now
when the city itself had been taken by assault, assemble to
debate whether they should go to war or not? How is it that
on the one hand these authors draw a wonderful picture of
the gloomy aspect of the Senate and on the other tell us
that fathers brought their sons from the age of twelve up-
wards to the Senate House, and that these boys attended
the debate but divulged not a syllable even to any of their
near relatives? Nothing in this is the least true or even
probable, unless, indeed, Fortune has bestowed on the
Romans among other gifts that of being wise from their
cradles. No further criticism, indeed, of such works as
those of Chaereas and Sosylus® is necessary; they rank in
authority, it seems to me, not with history, but with the
common gossip of a barber’s shop.

The Romans, on hearing of the calamity that had be-
fallen Saguntum, at once appointed ambassadors®” and
sent them posthaste to Carthage, giving the Carthaginians
the option of two alternatives, the one of which, if they ac-
cepted it, entailed disgrace and damage, while the other

37 Five, among them both consuls of 219 (MRR 1. 239), who
cannot have left Rome before March 15 when their office expired.
They may have left much later, after it had become known that
Hannibal had crossed the Ebro: so W. Hoffmann, “Die rémische
Kriegserklirung an Karthago im Jahre 218,” RhM 94 (1951) 69—
88. If so, this fact, and not Saguntum, was the casus belli for Rome.
WC 1. 334-335, with additional bibliography in 3. 766.
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BOOK III. 20.7-21.6

would give rise to extreme trouble and peril. Either they
must give up to the Romans Hannibal and the members of
his Council or war would be declared. On the Roman
envoys arriving and appearing before the Senate and de-
livering their message the Carthaginians listened with in-
dignation to this choice of alternatives, but putting up their
most able member to speak, they entered upon their jus-
tification.

~ 21. They said not a word of the treaty with Hasdrubal,
considering it as not existent, or if existent, as not concern-
ing them, since it was made without their approval. Here
they used the precedent of the Romans themselves, al-
leging that the treaty made in the war for Sicily under
Lutatius, though agreed to by Lutatius, had been repudi-
ated by the Romans as having been made without their ap-
proval. In all their plea of justification they emphasized
and insisted on the last treaty concluded during the war
for Sicily, in which they said there was no mention of Ibe-
ria, but it was expressly set down that the allies of each
power should be secure from attack by the other. They
pointed out that at that time the Saguntines were not the
allies of Rome, and to prove their point they several times
read aloud the terms of the treaty.3® The Romans refused
definitely to discuss the matter of justification, saying that
while Saguntum still stood unharmed matters admitted of

38 Reading aloud the terms of the Lutatius treaty proved that
Saguntum was not in it (as a Roman ally).
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BOOK II1. 21.6-22.3

aplea of justification and it was possible to reach a decision
on the disputed points by argument, but now that the
treaty®® had been broken by the seizure of the city either
they must give up the culprits, which would make it clear
to all that they had no share in the wrong, but that it had
been done without their approval, or if they refused to do
so and thus confessed that they were participators in the
misdeed they must accept war.

On this occasion the question was dealt with in more or
less general terms, but I think it necessary for myselfnot to
neglect it, so that neither those whose duty and interest it
is to be accurately informed about this may deviate from
the truth in critical debates, nor students, led astray by the
ignorance or partisanship of historians, acquire mistaken
notions on the subject, but that there may be some survey
generally recognized as accurate of the treaties between
Rome and Carthage up to our own time.

22. The first treaty®® between Rome and Carthage
dates from the consulship of Lucius Junius Brutus and
Marcus Horatius, the first Consuls after the expulsion of
the kings, and the founders of the Temple of Jupiter Cap-
itolinus. This is twenty-eight years before the crossing of
Xerxes to Greece. I give below as accurate a rendering as I
can of this treaty, but the ancient Roman language differs

39 Here and later it is often difficult or impossible to say
whether the Lutatius or the Ebro treaty is alluded to.
40 Of 509/8; StV 121 and commentary.

509-508
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BOOK III. 22.3-23.2

so much from the modern that it can only be partially made
out, and that after much application, by the most intelli-
gent men. The treaty is more or less as follows: “There is to
be friendship between the Romans and their allies and the
Carthaginians and their allies on these terms: The Romans
and their allies not to sail beyond the Fair Promontory un-
less forced by storm or by enemies: it is forbidden to any-
one carried beyond it by force to buy or carry away any-
thing beyond whiat is required for the repair of his ship or
for sacrifice, and he must depart within five days. Men
coming to trade may conclude no business except in the
presence of a herald or town clerk, and the price of what-
ever is sold in the presence of such shall be secured to the
vendor by the state, if the sale take place in Libya or Sar-
dinia. If any Roman come to the Carthaginian province in
Sicily* he shall enjoy equal rights with others. The Car-
thaginians shall do no wrong to the peoples of Ardea,*
Antium, Laurentium, Circeii, Terracina, or any other city
of the Latins who are subject to Rome. Touching those
Latins who are not subjects, they shall keep their hands off
their cities, and if they take any city shall deliver it up to the
Romans undamaged. They shall build no fort in the Latin
territory. If they enter the land in arms, they shall not pass
a night therein.”

23. The “Fair Promontory™ is that lying in front of
Carthage to the North. The Carthaginians forbid the Ro-

41 In the northwest: Motye, Soluntum, Panormus. The Car-
thaginians had ca. 510 defeated and killed the Spartan prince
Dorieus, who had tried to found a colony on Mt. Eryx (Hdt. 5. 46).

42 All these cities are on the coast of Latium, enumerated here
from north to south. 43 Most likely Cap Farina (WC 1. 342).
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BOOK III. 23.2-24.3

mans absolutely to sail south of this in long ships, the rea-
son being, I think, that they did not wish them to become
acquainted either with the district round Byssatis or that
near the lesser Syrtis, which they call Emporia, owing to
their great fertility. If anyone, carried there by a storm or
driven by his enemies, requires anything for the purpose of
sacrificing to the gods or of repairing his ships, he may have
this, but nothing beyond it, and those who touch there
must leave within five days. To Carthage itself and all parts
of Libya on this side of the Fair Promontory, to Sardinia
and the Carthaginian province of Sicily the Romans may
come for trading purposes, and the Carthaginian state en-
gages to secure payment of their just debts. The phrasing
of this treaty shows that they consider Sardinia and Libya
as their own, whereas they distinctly express themselves
otherwise about Sicily, mentioning only in the treaty those
parts of it which are under Carthaginian rule. Similarly, the
Romans include in the treaty Latium alone, making no
mention of the rest of Italy as it was not then subject to
their authority.

24. At a later date they made another treaty,* in which
the Carthaginians include Tyre®> and Utica, and mention,
in addition to the Fair Promontory, Mastia and Tarseum as
points beyond which the Romans may not either make ma-
rauding expeditions or found cities. This treaty is more or
less as follows: “There is to be friendship on the following

44 Of 348; StV 326 and commentary.
45 The mother city of Carthage.
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BOOK 111. 24.3-24.14

conditions between the Romans and their allies and the
Carthaginians, Tyrians, and the people of Utica*® and their
respective allies. The Romans shall not maraud or trade or
found a city on the farther side of Fair Promontory, Mastia,
and Tarseum. If the Carthaginians capture any city in La-
tium not subject to Rome, they shall keep the valuables
and the men, but give up the city. If any Carthaginians take
captive any of a people with whom the Romans have a
treaty of peace, but who are not subject to Rome, they
shall not bring them into Roman harbors, but if one be
brought in and a Roman lay hold of him, he shall be set
free. The Romans shall not do likewise. If a Roman gets
water or provisions from any place over which the Cartha-
ginians rule, he shall not use these provisions to wrong any
member of a people with whom the Carthaginians have
peace and friendship. The Carthaginians shall not do like-
wise. If either does,*” the aggrieved person shall not take
private vengeance, and if he do, the wrongdoing shall be
dealt with publicly. No Roman shall trade or found a city in
Sardinia and Libya nor remain in a Sardinian or Libyan
post longer than is required for taking in provisions or re-
pairing his ship. If he be driven there by stress of weather,
he shall depart within five days. In the Carthaginian prov-
ince of Sicily and at Carthage he may do and sell anything
that is permitted to a citizen. A Carthaginian in Rome may
do likewise.”

Again in this treaty they lay particular stress on Libya
and Sardinia, asserting them to be their own private prop-

46 New among Carthage’s allies since the treaty of 510/09.
47 Sc. wrong the other party.
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BOOK III. 24.14-25.7

erty and closing all approaches to the Romans, but of Sicily
they distinctly speak contrariwise, mentioning the part of
it subject to them. Similarly, the Romans concern them-
selves with Latium forbidding the Carthaginians to wrong
the people of Ardea, Antium, Circeii, and Terracina, the
cities that stand on the coast of that Latin territory with
which the treaty is concerned.

25. A further and final treaty*® with Carthage was made
by the Romans at the time of Pyrrhus’ invasion before the
Carthaginians had begun the war for Sicily. In this they
maintain all the previous agreements and add the follow-
ing: “If they make a written alliance with Pyrrhus, both
shall make it an express condition that they may go to the
help of each other in whichever country is attacked. No
matter which require help, the Carthaginians are to pro-
vide the ships for transport there and back and hostilities,
but each country shall provide the pay for its own men.
The Carthaginians, if necessary, shall come to the help of
the Romans by sea too, but no one shall compel the crews
to land against their will.”

The oaths they had to swear were as follows. In the case
of the first treaty the Carthaginians swore by their ances-
tral gods and the Romans, following an old custom, invok-
ing Jupiter in the ceremony of the stone, and in the case of
this latter treaty by Mars and Quirinus. The oath by Jupiter
Lapis*® is as follows. The man who is swearing to the treaty
takes in his hand a stone, and when he has sworn in the

48 Of 280/278; StV 466 and commentary.
49 See WC 1. 351-352.

67

279 B.C.



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

. fo ; . , N ,
ouéoy dypoci mioTer, Nyer Tdde evoprotyTy uév pot
4 > ’ 2 > o ' N ’
€y Téyafd € & dMws Savonlfeiny T ) mpdfarue,
’ ~ b4 / k) ~ Q7 ’
mavrov 1Hv Moy celopévor & Tals dlas marpi-
3 ~ Qs ’ 3 N ~ 2Q 7 7 3 ~
aw, &v 70is idlois vduos, &l 7év Biwy Blwy, lepdy,
/ k) N 7’ 3 Ve 4 4 < Ve ~
Tddwr, éye udros éxméooype otrms os 88¢ Mibos viv.
Ny N > oA ,
kol Tadr €lmov pimrer Tov Aiflov ék THs xeipds.
26. Tovrwr 87 Towlrev Vmapxévrer, Kai T™pov-
pévwv 16v ovvinkdy érL viv év Yahkdpaot Tapa TOV
s 3 ~ ~ ’
Ala Tov Kamerdhiov év 176 7&v dyopavduwy Tauelo,
Ve 3 N 3 ’ ’ Ve ~
7is ovk dv eixbérws Bavpdoee Dkivov Tl ovyypa-
Péws, od SiéTL TalT Tryvder Tolito uév yap ov Qov-
7 2 A\ > e ~ £’ N ’ \
pooTéy, érel ko uds €r kol Popatwy kot Kap-
;o . v - N
xnSoviwy of wpeaBiraror kol pdhiora SokobyTes mept
\ \ 7 3 7 3 \ 7 kol ~
76 xowd omovddlew vyvbovr dANa wébev 3 wds
> 7 7 E ’ 7 7’ < Ve
édppnoe ypaar Tavavria Tovrois, 06T ‘Pwuaiors
\ ’ € / ~ LRGN 3
kat Kapyndoviots vmdpxoer ouvbijrar, kall ds &be
; , oy ;e
Popaiovs uev dméxecBar Zikehios amdoms, Kap-
xndaviovs & lralias, kal duére VmepéBawor Popaior
ras ovvbhikas kal Tovs Gpkovs, émel émomjoavTo THY
4 > 7 8 ’ 4 / Y ¥atd
mpdy els Suekiav SidBaciy, unre yeyovéros und
vmdpxovros mapdmway éyypddov Towovrov undevds.
~ \ 3 ~ 7 / 7 /’
radta yap év T Oevrépa Néyer BUBle Siappridny.
G ~ ~ ~ ’
mepl Gy Nuels év ) mapaokevy s idias wpay-
pareias pymobévres, eis Tobrov vrepelépeda Tov kai-
\ N / \ 3 ~ 3 4 \ N Y
pov kaTd pépos mepi avrdv éepydoactar Bid 7O Kkai
/ ~ ~ 3 7’ 3 ’ /
mheiovs SiefeboBar s dinbeias év Tolrois, moTED-
~ Ve ~ 3 b 3 > 3 \ ~ /7
gavras ) ®ihivov ypady. ov unv dAN € kara TOUTO
3 4 e s Y ~ 3 Ve
Tes émilapBdverar ‘Poualwv mwepl Tis els Zikeliav

68




BOOK I1II. 25.7-26.6

name of the state, he says, “If I abide by this my oath may
all good be mine, but if I do otherwise in thought or act, let
all other men dwell safe in their own countries under their
own Jaws and in possession of their own substance, tem-
ples, and tombs, and may I alone be cast forth, even as this
stone,” and so saying he throws the stone from his hand.
26. The treaties being such, and preserved as they are
on bronze tablets beside the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus
inthe treasury of the Aediles,?° who can fail to be surprised
at Philinus the historian,5! not indeed for his ignorance of
them, for that is by no means surprising, since still in my
time, the most aged among the Romans and Carthaginians
and those best versed in public affairs were ignorant of
them; but how did he venture and on what autherity to
state just the opposite, to wit that there was a treaty be-
tween Rome and Carthage by which the Romans were
obliged to keep away from the whole of Sicily and the
Carthaginians from the whole of Italy, and that the Ro-
mans broke the treaty and their oath by their first crossing
to Sicily? There is, as a fact, no such document at all, nor
ever was there; yet in his Second Book he states thus in so
many words. I mentioned the subject in the introductory
part of this work, but deferred until the present occa-
sion the detailed treatment it deserves, in view of the fact
that many people, relying on Philinus’ work, have false no-
tions on the subject. True, if as regards the crossing of the
Romans to Sicily anyone chooses to blame them for having

50 Mommsen, Staatsr. 2. 500 n. 1.
51 See on 1. 14. 1; thisis FGrH 174 F 1.
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BOOK III. 26.6-27.9

ever consented to receive into their friendship and after-
wards to help those Mamertines who seized treacherously
not only Messene but Rhegium, he would have good rea-
son for his disapproval, but if he supposes that they crossed
contrary to treaty and to their oath he is obviously ignorant
of the true facts.

27. At the close of the war for Sicily, then, they made
another treaty,? the clauses of which run as follows: “The
Carthaginians are to evacuate the whole of Sicily and all
the islands between Italy and Sicily. The allies of both par-
ties are to be secure from attack by the other. Neithér party
is entitled to impose any contribution to construct public
buildings, or to enrol soldiers, in the dominions of the
other, nor to form alliances with the allies of the other.
The Carthaginians are to pay twenty-two hundred talents
within ten years, and a sum of a thousand talents at once.
The Carthaginians are to give up to the Romans all prison-
ers free of ransom.” Later, at the end of the Libyan War, af-
ter the Romans had actually passed a decree declaring war
on Carthage, they added the following clause, as I stated
above: “The Carthaginians are to evacuate Sardinia and
pay a further sum of twelve hundred talents.” In addition
to the above-mentioned agreements the last one® is that
made with Hasdrubal in Spain, that “The Carthaginians
are not to cross the Ebro in arms.” Such is the diplomatic

52 Of 241, StV 493 and commentary.
53 Of 226, StV 503 and commentary, the Ebro treaty.
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BOOK III. 27.10-29.2

history of the relations between Rome and Carthage up to
the time of Hannibal.

28. While therefore we find that the crossing of the
Romans to Sicily was not contrary to treaty, for the second
war, that in which they made the treaty about Sardinia, it is
impossible to discover any reasonable pretext® or cause.
In this case everyone would agree that the Carthaginians,
contrary to all justice, and merely because the occasion
permitted it, were forced to evacuate Sardinia and pay the
additional sum I mentioned. For from the charge brought
by the Romans against them in justification of this, that in
the Libyan war they inflicted wrongs on the crews of ships
sailing from Rome, they had freed them on the occasion
when they had received back from them all their sailors
who had been brought into Carthage and in return gave
back all their own prisoners as an act of grace and without
ransom. Of this I have spoken at length in my previous
Book.55

Having established these facts it remains for us to con-
sider, after thorough investigation, to which of the two
states we should attribute the cause of the Hannibalic war.

29. I have already stated what the Carthaginians al-
leged, and will now give the reply of the Romans—a reply
indeed which they did not make at the time owing to their
indignation at the loss of Saguntum, but it has been given
on many occasions and by many different people at Rome.
In the first place they contend that the treaty with Hasdru-

55 Actually in 1. 83. 7, not in Book 2.
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BOOK III. 29.2-29.9

bal should not be ignored, as the Carthaginians had the au-
dacity to say; for there was no conditioning clause at the
end as in the treaty made by Lutatius: “This treaty shall
be valid if the Roman people also agree to it,” but Hasdru-
bal acting with full authority’® made the agreement in
which was the clause, “The Carthaginians shall not cross
the Ebro in arms.” Again, in the treaty about Sicily there
was, as the Carthaginians admit, the clause: “The allies of
either party are to be secure from attack by the other,” and
this does not mean “those who were allies at that time,” as
the Carthaginians interpreted it;" for in that case there
would have been a further clause to the effect either that
neither party should enter into other alliances than their
existing ones or that those subsequently received into alli-
ance should not be admitted to the benefits of the treaty.
But since neither of these clauses was appended, it is evi-
dent that each party undertook that all allies of the other,
both those then existing and those subsequently admit-
ted to alliance, should be secure from attack. This indeed
seems a quite reasonable view; for surely they would never
have made a treaty by which they deprived themselves of
the freedom to admit into alliance from time to time any
peoples whose friendship seemed to be of advantage to
them, nor, having taken such under their protection, was
it to be supposed that they would ignore injuries done
to them by certain people. But the chief meaning of the
treaty to both parties when they made it was, that they
would each leave unmolested the existing allies of the
other and in no way admit any of those into their own alli-

56 An alternative translation, perhaps to be preferred, is “on
his own responsibility.” 57 See 29. 2.
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BOOK III. 29.10-31.1

ance, whereas, regarding subsequent alliances, to which
this clause particularly applies, they undertook not to en-
list soldiers or levy contributions in the provinces of each
or in countries allied to each, and that all allies of each in
general should be secure from attack by the other.

30. This being so, it is an acknowledged fact that the
Saguntines, a good many years before the time of Hanni-
bal, placed themselves under the protection of Rome. The
surest proof of this, and one accepted by the Carthaginians
themselves, is that when a civil disturbance broke out at
Saguntum they did not call in the mediation of the Cartha-
ginians, although they were close at hand and already con-
cerning themselves with Spanish matters, but that of the
Romans, and with their help set right the affairs of the
state. Therefore, if we take the destruction of Saguntum to
be the cause of the war we must allow that the Carthagin-
ians were in the wrong in beginning the war, both in view
of the treaty of Lutatius, in which it was stipulated that the
allies of each should be secure from attack by the other,
and in view of the convention made with Hasdrubal, by
which the Carthaginians undertook not to cross the Ebro
in arms.?8 If, however, we take the cause of the war to have
been the robbery of Sardinia and the tribute then exacted,
we must certainly confess that they had good reason for
entering on the Hannibalic war, since having yielded only
to circumstances, they now availed themselves of circum-
stances to be avenged on those who had injured them.

31. It might be said by some of these who look on such
things without discernment, that these are matters which

58 P. seems to have momentarily forgotten that Saguntum lies
south of the Ebro.
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BOOK I11. 31.2-31.9

it was not necessary for me to treat in such detail. My an-
swer is, that if there were any man who considered that he
had sufficient force in himself to face any circumstances, I
should say perhaps that knowledge of the past was good for
him, but not necessary; but if there is no one who shares
the fortunes of mankind at least who would venture to
speak so of himself either as regards his private fortunes or
those of his country—since, even if all is well with him now
no man of sense could from his present circumstances
have any reasonable confidence that he will be prosperous
in the future—TI affirm for this reason that such knowledge
is not only good but in the highest degree necessary. For
how can anyone when wronged himself or when his coun-
tryis wronged find helpmates and allies; how can he, when
desirous of acquiring some possession or initiating hostili-
ties, stir to action those whose cooperation he wishes; how,
finally, if he is content with present conditions, can he
rightly stimulate others to establish his own convictions
and maintain things as they are, if he knows nothing at all
of the past history of those he would influence? For all
men are given to adapt themselves to the present and as-
sume a character suited to the times, so that from their
words and actions it is difficult to judge of the principles of
each, and in many cases the truth is quite overcast. But
men’s past actions, bringing to bear the test of actual fact,
indicate truly the principles and intentions of each, and
show us where we may look for gratitude, kindness, and
help, and where for the reverse. It is by this means that we
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BOOK 1iI. 31.9-32.4

shall often and in many circumstances find those who will ‘

compassionate our distresses, who will share our anger or
join us in being avenged on our enemies, all of which is
most helpful to life both in public and in private. Therefore
both writers and readers of history should not pay so much
attention to the actual narrative of events, as to what pre-
cedes, what accompanies, and what follows each. For if we
take from history the discussion of why, how, and where-
fore each thing was done, and whether the result was what
we should have reasonably expected, what is left is'a clever
essay> but not alesson, and while pleasing for the moment
of no possible benefit for the future.

32. For this reason I must pronounce those to be much
mistaken who think that this my work is difficult to acquire
and difficult to read owing to the number and length of the
Books it contains. How much easier it is to acquire and
peruse forty Books,% all as it were woven together in an
unbroken series, and thus to follow clearly events in Ttaly,
Sicily, and Libya from the time of Pyrrhus to the capture of
Carthage, and those in the rest of the world from the flight
of Cleomenes of Sparta on till the battle of the Romans and
Achaeans at the Isthmus, than to read or procure the works
of those who treat of particular transactions.®! Apart from
their being many times as long as my history, readers can-
not gather anything with certainty from them, firstly be-

59 An allusion to Th. 1. 22. 4.

60 Written after the completion of the work down to 146.

61 P, once again (cf. 1. 4. 3) stresses the superiority of his “uni-
versal” history over single monographs (32. 3-10).
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BOOK II1. 32.4-33.2

cause most of them give different accounts of the same
matter, and' next because they omit those contemporary
events by a comparative review and estimation of which we
can assign its true value to everything much more surely
than by judging from particulars; and, finally, because it is
out of their power even to touch on what is most essential.

For I maintain that far the most essential part of history is
the consideration of the consequences of events, their con-
comitant circumstances, and especially their causes. Thus
Iregard the war with Antiochus as deriving its ongm from
that with Philip, the latter as resulting from that with Han-
nibal, and the Hannibalic war as a consequence of that
about Sicily,%? the intermediate events, however many and
various their character, all tending to the same purpose. All
this can be recognized and understood from a general his-
tory, but not at all from the historians of the wars them-
selves, such as the war with Perseus or that with Philip, un-
less indeed anyone reading their descriptions of the battles
alone conceives that he has acquired an adequate knowl-
edge of the management and nature of the whole war.
This, however, is not at all so, and I consider that my his-
tory differs to its advantage as much from the works on
particular episodes as learning does from listening,

33. Linterrupted® my narrative to enter on this digres-
sion at the point where the Roman ambassadors were at
Carthage. After listening to the Carthaginians’ statement
of their case, they made no other reply but the following.
The oldest member of the embassy, pointing to the bosom

62 The First Punic war leads to the Second, the Second to the
First Macedonian War, and that in turn to the war with Antiochus.

63 After 30. 4.
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BOOK I1I. 33.2-33.12

of his toga, told the Senate that it held both war and peace
for them: therefore he would let fall from it and leave with
them whichever of the two they bade him. The Cartha-
ginian Suffete bade him left fall whichever the Romans
chose, and when the envoy said he would let fall war, many
of the senators cried out at once, “We accept it.” The am-
bassadors and the Senate parted® on these terms.
Hannibal, who was wintering in New Carthage, in the
first place dismissed the Iberians to their own cities hoping
thus to make them readily disposed to help in the future;
next he instructed his brother Hasdrubal how to'manage
the government of Spain and prepare to resist the Romans
if he himself happened to be absent; in the third place
he took precautions for the security of Africa, adopting
the very sensible and wise policy of sending soldiers from
Africa to Spain, and vice versa, binding by this measure
the two provinces to reciprocal loyalty. The troops who
crossed to Africa were supplied by the Thersitae, Mastiani,
Iberian QOretes and Olcades, and numbered twelve hun-
dred horse and thirteen thousand eight hundred and fifty
foot, besides which there were eight hundred and seventy
Balearians, whom they call slingers, a term given to them
owing to their mode of fighting and extended to their na-
tion and island.% He stationed most of these troops at

64 The scene amounts to a formal declaration of war.
65 P. has the singular.

85



13

14

15

16

17

18

THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

wév whebovs els To. Merayaovia s AuBvms, Twds § els
3 A Ve /7 EY 8\ ~ ’ ~
avriy Kapxmdova karéraler. dmwd 8¢ tédv méhewv TdV
~ "/
Meraywrrdy koalovuévwv dméoreher dAhovs els
Kapxndéva melovs rerparioyihiovs, ounpelas éxov-
N .y P s N ey a ,
ras kol Bonbelas dua taéw. émi O¢ Ths ‘IBmpias
dmélmer "AcdpoiBa TASeNpH mevripels wuev wevTi-
kovra, TETpRpes O¢ Vo kal Tpuipes mévre. ToUTwWY
éxovoas mAnpouaTa mEvTipels uev Tpudkovra Svo,
7 A /’ A A ¢ ~ 7 N
Tppes 8¢ mévre. kal uny immels AyBudowikov pev
\ , , , A s
kai AyBlev Terpaxooiovs mevtHxovra, AepynTdv Oé
Tpaxociovs, Nouddwy 8¢ Maoulioy kai Maoaiov-
Mov xai Makxotwv kai Mavpovoiwy T@v mopd Tov
3 N 7 3 7/’ A \ 7
oxeardr xih\lovs drraxooiovs, melovs 8¢ ABwr uv-
ptovs xthiovs dkTakoatovs mevrikovra, Avyvorivovs
, - , 5 s ,,
rprakociovs, Bahiapels mevrakooiovs, éNépavras et-
koot kal €va.
Ov xpv 8¢ Qavudlew v dxpifieiav Ths dvaypa-
a , , A e s s
s, € TowalTy kexpruelho mept Tér v AvvifSov kar
3 v /7 o/ I N /7 7’
1Bnptav wempaypévor olg méhis av xprowrd Tis
aDTOS KEXELPLROS TAS KaTO Uépos mpdfels, ovde mpo-
KOTOYWOTKEW, € TETOMKLUEy TapamAioior TOLs
aéomioTws Yevdopérots T@v ouyypadéwr. Huels yap
< 7 3 \ 7 N \ 7 3 7
evpdvres eml Aakwie TN ypadny TavTr v XaAK®O-
, s s N
patt katarerayuévny v AvviBov, kol obs rkaipovs
év Tots kaTa ™y Traliav Témois dveaTpédero, mdvTws
évoploauer abtny mwept ye TGV TowlTwy dfbmioTo
o <N " s A "
elvar 00 kal karakohovfety eilduefa T3 ypady Tad-
™).

86




BOOK III. 33.12-33.18

Metagonia in Libya and some in Carthage itself. From the
so-called Metagonian towns he sent four thousand foot
to Carthage to serve both as a reinforcement and as hos-
tages. In Spain he left with his brother Hasdrubal fifty
quinqueremes, two quadriremes, and five triremes, thirty-
two of the quinqueremes and all the triremes being fully
manned. He also gave him as cavalry Liby-Phoenicians
and Libyans to the number of four hundred and fifty,
three hundred Ilergetes and eighteen hundred Numidians
drawn from the Masylii, Masaesylii, Maccoei and Maurusi,
who dwell by the ocean, and as infantry eleven thousand
eight hundred and fifty Libyans, three hundred Ligurians,
and five hundred Balearians, as well as twenty-one ele-
phants.

No one need be surprised at the accuracy of the in-
formation I give here about Hannibal’s arrangements in
Spain, an accuracy which even the actual organizer of the
details would have some difficulty in attaining, and I need
not be condemned offhand under the idea that I am acting
like those authors who try to make their misstatements
plausible. The fact is that I found on the Lacinian prom-
ontory®® a bronze tablet on which Hannibal himself had
made out these lists during the time®” he was in Italy, and
thinking this an absolutely first-rate authority, decided to
follow the document.

66 Today Capo Golonne near Croton.
67 In the summer of 205; date in Livy 28. 46. 16. See also chap-
ter 56. 4.
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BOOK III. 34.1-34.7

34. Hannibal, after taking all precautions for the safety

of Africa and Spain, was anxiously awaiting the arrival of
the messengers®® who were being sent to him from the
Celts. He had informed himself accurately about the fertil-
ity of the land at the foot of the Alps and near the river Po,
the denseness of its population, the bravery of the men in
war, and above all their hatred of Rome ever since that for-
mer war with the Romans which I described in the preced-
ing Book®® to enable my readers to follow all I am about to
narrate. He therefore cherished high hopes of them, and
was careful to send messengers with unlimited promises to
the Celtic chiefs both on this side of the Alps and in the
mountains themselves, thinking that the only means of
carrying the war against the Romans into Italy was, after
surmounting, if possible, the difficulties of the route, to
reach the above country and employ the Celts as coopera-
tors and confederates in his enterprise. When the messen-
gers arrived and reported that the Celts consented and
awaited him, at the same time saying that the crossing of
the Alps was very toilsome and difficult, but by no means
impossible, he drew out his troops from their winter quar-
ters in the early spring.™ As the news of what had hap-
pened in Carthage had just reached him, his spirits were
now high, and trusting in the favorable disposition of the

68 Early connections of Hannibal and the Celts as described
by P. are a myth; there was no planning, as the entire operation was
improvised. See P. Bender, Klio 79, 1997, 87-106.

69 2. 22-35. 70 Of 218. For the chronology see W. Hoff-
mann (at 20. 6): Hannibal learns about the declaration of war
much later, when he was occupied with conquering northern
Spain, and only then decides to march against Rome.
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BOOK III. 34.7-35.6

citizens, he now called openly on his men to join him in the
war against Rome, impressing upon them the demand of
the Romans that he and all his principal officers should be
given up to them, and pointing out at the same time the
wealth of the country they were bound for and the friendly
feelings of the Gauls who would be their allies. When he
saw that the soldiers listened gladly and were as eager as
himself to be off, he commended their alacrity and after
ordering them to be ready on the day fixed for his depar-
ture, dismissed the meeting.

35. Having completed the arrangements I méntioned
above during the winter and thus assured the security of
Africa and Spain, he advanced on the day he had fixed with
an army of about ninety thousand foot and twelve thou-
sand horse.”! Crossing the Ebro, he set about subduing the
tribes of the Ilurgetes, Bargusii, Aerenosii, and Andosini as
far as the Pyrenees, and having reduced them all and taken
some cities by assault, with unexpected rapidity indeed,
but after many severe engagements and with great loss, he
left Hanno in command of all the country on this side of
the river, placing the Bargusii under his absolute rule, as
he mistrusted them most, owing to their friendly senti-
ments toward Rome. He assigned to Hanno out of his own
army ten thousand foot and one thousand horse, and he
left with him all the heavy baggage of the expeditionary
force. He dismissed at the same time an equal number of

1 Exaggerated figures; see 56. 4 for the numbers of those
arriving at the Po.
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BOOK I11. 35.6-36.4

troops to their homes, with the view of leaving them well
disposed to himself and encouraging the hope of a safe re-
turn in the rest of the Spaniards, not only those who were
serving with him, but those who remained at home, so that
if he ever had to call on them for reinforcements, they
might all readily respond. With the rest of his force, thus
lightened of its impedimenta and consisting now of fifty
thousand foot and about nine thousand horse, he advanced
through the Pyrenees towards the crossing of the Rhone,
having now an army not so strong in number as serviceable
and highly trained owing to the unbroken series of wars in
Spain.

36. That my narrative may not be altogether obscure to
readers owing to their ignorance of the topography™ I
must explain whence Hannibal started, what countries he
traversed, and into what part of Italy he descended. Nor
must [ simply give the names of countries, rivers, and cit-
ies, as some authors do under the idea that this is amply
sufficient for a clear knowledge. I am of opinion that as re-
gards known countries the mention of names is of no small
assistance in recalling them to our memory, but in the case
of unknown lands such citation of names is just of as muach
value as if they wéere unintelligible and inarticulate sounds.
For the mind here has nothing to lean upon for support
and cannot connect the words with anything known to it,
so that the narrative is associated with nothing in the read-

72 Chapters 36-38 are a digression on the geographic divisions
of the oecumene.
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BOOK III. 36.5-37.6

ers’ mind, and therefore meaningless to them. We must
therefore light upon and indicate a method which will
make it possible when speaking of unknown places to con-
vey to the reader a more or less real and familiar notion of
them.

Now the primary and most important conception and
one common to all mankind is the division and ordering of
the heavens by which all of us, even those of the meanest
capacity, distinguish East, West, South, and North. The
next step in knowledge is to classify the parts of the earth
under each of these divisions, ever mentally referring each
statement to one of them until we arrive at a familiar con-
ception of unknown and unseen regions.

37. This once established as regards the whole earth, it
remains for me to lay before my readers the division on the
same principle of that portion of the world known to us.
This is divided into three parts, each with its name, the one
part being called Asia, the second Africa, and the third Eu-
rope. Their respective boundaries are the river Don, the
Nile, and the straits at the Pillars of Hercules. Asia lies be-
tween the Nile and Don and falls under that portion of the
heaven lying between the northeast and the south. Africa
lies between the Nile and the Pillars of Hercules, and it
falls under the portion of the heaven which extends from
the south to the southwest and west, as far as the point of
the equinoctial sunset, in which latter quarter are the Pil-
lars of Hercules. These two divisions of the earth, then, re-
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BOOK III. 37.6-38.1

garded from a general point of view, occupy the part of it
which lies to the south of the Mediterranean, reaching
from east to west. Europe lies opposite to them both on the
north shore of this sea, extending continuously from east to
west, its most compact and deepest portion lying due north
between the Don and the Narbo, the latter river being not
far to the west of Marseilles and of the mouths by which
the Rhone discharges itself into the Sardinian Sea. The
Celts inhabit the country near the Narbo and beyond it as
far as the chain of the Pyrenees which stretches in an un-
broken line from the Mediterranean to the Outer Sea.™
The remaining part of Europe beyond the Pyrenees reach-
ing its western end and to the Pillars of Hercules is
bounded on the one side by the Mediterranean and on the
other by the Outer Sea, that portion which is washed by
the Mediterranean as far as the Pillars of Hercules being
called Iberia, while that part which lies along the Outer or
Great Sea has no general name, as it has only recently
come under notice, but is all densely inhabited by barba-
rous tribes of whom I shall speak more particularly on a
subsequent occasion.

38. Just as with regard to Asia and Africa where they
meet in Aethiopia no one up to the present has been able
to say with certainty whether the southern extension of

73 The Atlantic, as already in Hdt. 1. 202. 4: outside of the “Pil-
lars of Hercules,” the Straits of Gibraltar.
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BOOK III. 38.1-39.4

them is continuous land or is bounded by a sea, so that part
of Europe which extends to the north between the Don
and Narbo is up to now unknown to us, and will remain so
unless the curiosity of explorers lead to some discoveries in
the future. We must pronounce that those who either by
word of mouth or in writing make rash statements about
these regions have no knowledge of them, and invent mere
fables.

T have said so-much in order that my narrative should
not be without something to range itself under in the minds
of those who are ignorant of the localities, but that they
should have some notion at least of the main geographical
distinctions, with which they can connect in thought and to
which they can refer my statements, calculating the posi-
tion of places from the quarter of the heaven under which
they lie. For as in the case of physical sight we are in the
habit of turning our faces in the direction of any object
pointed out to us, so should we mentally ever turn and shift
our glance to each place to which the story calls our atten-
tion.

39. Dismissing this matter I will now continue my nar-
rative. At the time of which we are speaking the Cartha-
ginians were masters of all that part of Africa which looks
towards the Mediterranean from the Altars of Philaenus
on the Greater Syrtis as far as the Pillars of Hercules.
The length of this coastline is more than sixteen thousand
stades. Crossing the straits at the Pillars of Hercules they
had similarly subdued all Iberia as far as the point on the
coast of the Mediterranean where the Pyrenees, which
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74 The distances recorded here through 39. 11 have often
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BOOK III. 39.4-40.1

separate the Celts from the Iberians, end. This spot is
about eight thousand stades™ distant from the mouth of
this sea at the Pillars of Hercules, the distance being three
thousand stades from the Pillars to New Carthage, from
which place Hannibal started for Italy, two thousand six
hundred stades from hence to the Ebro, and from the
Ebro to Emporium one thousand six hundred stades.
From here to the passage of the Rhone is about sixteen
hundred stades; this part™ from Narbo to the passage of
the Rhone about sixteen hundred, this part of the road
having now been carefully measured by the Romans and
marked with milestones at every eighth stade. From the
passage of the Rhone, following the bank of the river in
the direction of its source as far as the foot of the pass
across the Alps to Italy, the distance is fourteen hundred
stades, and the length of the actual pass which would bring
Hannibal down into the plain of the Po, about twelve hun-
dred. So that to arrive there he had, starting from New
Carthage, to march about nine thousand stades. Of this, as
far as distance goes, he had nearly traversed the half, but if
we look to difficulty far the largest part lay before him.
40. While Hannibal was thus attempting to cross the

75 The section from Emporium (i. e. the Pyrenees) to the
Rhone: the via Domitia of 118. The reference is an insertion,
probably by P. himself (so WC and J. Reynolds, JRS 56 (1966)
118), perhaps his latest intervention. His fellow Achaeans who
had campaigned with the consul Domitius in 122 (ISE 60) may
have informed him. For the date of this inscription see Th.
Schwertfeger, Der Achatische Bund von 146 bis 27 v.Chr. (Mu-
nich 1974), 27-63. A milestone from this road was found in 1949
(AE 1952, 38).
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BOOK III. 40.1-40.8

Pyrenees, in great fear of the Celts owing to the natural
strength of the passes, the Romans, having received from
the envoys they had sent to Carthage an account of the de-
cision arrived at, and the speeches made there, and on
news reaching them sooner than they had expected that
Hannibal had crossed the Ebro with his army, determined
to send, ™ with their legions, the Consuls Publius Cor-
nelius Scipio to Spain and Tiberius Sempronius Longus to
Africa. : ;

While occupied in enrolling the legions and making
other preparations they were pushing on the project of es-
tablishing in Cisalpine Gaul the colonies” on which they
had decided. They took active steps to fortify the towns,
and ordered the colonists, who were about six thousand in
number for either city, to be on the spot within thirty days.
The one city they founded on this side of the Po, calling it
Placentia, the other, which they named Cremona, on the
far side. Scarce had both these colonies been established
when the Boii Gauls, who had been for long as it were ly-
ing in wait to throw off their allegiance to Rome, but had
hitherto found no opportunity, elated now by the mes-
sages they received assuring them of the near arrival of the
Carthaginians, revolted from Rome, abandoning the hos-
tages they gave at the end of the former war which I de-
seribed in my last Book.” Calling on the Insubres to join

76 The decision was made in late June or early July 218.

71 Cremona north, Placentia south of the Po: founded to de-
fend against the Boii and Insubres, not against Hannibal (the de-
cision to settle the colonies was already taken in 219).

78 9.,22--35.
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BOOK III. 40.8-40.14

them, whose support they easily gained owing to their
long-standing rancor against Rome, they overran the lands
which the Romans had allotted to their colonies and on the
settlers taking to flight, pursued them to Mutina, a Roman
colony,™ and there besieged them. Among those shut up
there were three men of high rank who had been sent to
carry out the partitionment of the country, Gaius Lutatius,
a former Consul,%° and two former Praetors. On these
three requesting a parley with the Boii, the latter con-
sented, but when they came out for the purpose they
treacherously made them prisoners, hoping by means of
them to get back their own hostages. When the Praetor
Lucius Manlius, who with his troops was occupying an ad-
vanced position in the neighborhood, heard of this, he has-
tened up to give help. The Boii had heard of his approach,
and posting ambuscades in a certain forest attacked him
from all sides at once as soon as he reached the wooded
country, and killed many of the Romans. The remainder at
first took to flight, but on getting to higher ground rallied
just enough to give their retreat an appearance of order.
The Boii following at their heels shut this force too up in
the place called Vicus Tannetis.8! When the news reached
Rome that the fourth legion was surrounded by the Boii
and besieged, they instantly sent off the legions destined

79 Mutina acquired the status of a colony only in 183 (Livy 39.
55. 7-8).

80 Consul in 220.

81 Near Parma, on the via Aemilia: RE Tannetum 2223 (H.
Philipp).
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BOOK I1I. 40.14-41.8

for Publius under the command of a Praetor to its assis-
tance, ordering Publius to enrol other legions from the
allies.

41. The condition and course of Celtic affairs from the
outset up to the arrival of Hannibal were such as I have
narrated here and in the previous Book. The two Roman
Consuls, having made all preparations for their respective
enterprises, set sail early in summer® to take in hand the
. operations determined on, Publius bound for Iberia with
sixty ships and Tiberius Sempronius for Africa with a hun-
dred and sixty quinqueremes. With these he threatened
such a redoubtable expedition and made such vast prepa-
rations at Lilybaeum, collecting all kinds of forces from
everywhere, that it seemed as if he expected to sail up to
Carthage and at once lay siege to it. Publius, coasting along
Liguria, reached the neighborhood of Marseilles from Pisa
in five days, and coming to anchor off the first mouth of
the Rhone, known as the Massaliotic mouth, disembarked
his forces there, having heard that Hannibal was already
crossing the Pyrenees, but convinced that he was still at a
distance of many days’ march owing to the difficulty of the
country and the numbers of Celtic tribes between them.
Hannibal, however, who had bribed some of the Celts and
forced others to give him passage, unexpectedly appeared
with his army at the crossing of the Rhone, having marched
with the Sardinian Sea on his right. Publius, when the ar-
rival of the enemy was reported to him, being partly in-
credulous owing to the rapidity of their advance and partly
desirous of ascertaining the exact truth—while he himself

82 In fact, only in August.
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BOOK 111. 41.8-42.6

was refreshing his troops after their voyage and consulting
with his Tribunes in what place it would be wisest to offer
battle to the enemy—sent out three hundred of his bravest
cavalry, giving them as guides and supports certain Celts
who were in the service of the Massaliots as mercenaries.
42. Hannibal, on reaching the neighborhood of the
river, at once set about attempting to cross it where the
stream is single at a distance of about four days” march
from the sea. Doing his best to make friends with the in-
habitants of the bank, he bought up all their canoes and
boats, amounting to a considerable number, since many of
the people on the banks of the Rhone engage in maritime
traffic. He also got from them the logs suitable for making
the canoes, so that in two days he had an innumerable
quantity of ferryboats, every one doing bis best to dispense
with any assistance and relying on himself for his chance of
getting across. In the meantime a large force of barbar-
ians® had gathered on the opposite bank to prevent the
Carthaginians from crossing. Hannibal observing this and
concluding that as things stood it was neither possible to
force a crossing in face of such a strong hostile force nor to
put it off, lest he should find himself attacked on all sides,
sent off on the third night after his arrival a portion of his

83 The Volcae, Celts who opposed, not supported Hannibal.
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BOOK III. 42.6-43.3

army, giving them native guides and placing them under
the command of Hanno, the son of Bomilcar the Suffete.
Advancing up the bank of the river for two hundred stades
they reached a place at which the stream divides, forming
an island, and here they stopped. Using the timber they
found ready to hand and either nailing or lashing logs to-
gether they soon constructed a number of rafts sufficient
for their present need, and on these they crossed in safety,
. meeting with no opposition. Occupying a post of some nat-
ural strength they remained there for that day to rest after
their exertions and at the same time to prepare for the
coming action in accordance with instructions. Hannibal,
moreover, with the part of the army that remained behind
with him, was similarly occupied. The question that caused
him the greatest embarrassment was how to get the ele-
phants, thirty-seven in number, across.

43. On the fifth night, however, the force which had al-
ready crossed began a little before dawn to advance along
the opposite bank against the barbarians there, while Han-
nibal had got his soldiers ready and was waiting till the
time for crossing came. He had filled the boats with his
light horse and the canoes with his lightest infantry. The
large boats were placed highest up stream and the lighter
ferryboats farther down, so that the heavier vessels receiv-
ing the chief force of the current the canoes should be less
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BOOK III. 43.3-43.10

exposed to risk in‘crossing. They hit on the plan of towing
the horses astern of the boats swimming, one man at each
side of the stern guiding three or four horses by their lead-
ing reins, so that a considerable number were got across
at once in the first batch. The barbarians seeing the en-
emy’s project poured out of their camp, scattered and in
no order, feeling sure that they would easily prevent the
Carthaginians from landing. Hannibal, as soon as he saw
that the force he had previously sent across was near at
" hand on the opposite bank, they having announced their
approach by a smoke signal as arranged, ordered all in
charge of the ferryboats to embark and push up against the
current. He was at once obeyed, and now with the men in
the boats shouting as they vied with one another in their ef-
forts and struggled to stem the current, with the two ar-
mies standing on either bank at the very brink of the river,
the Carthaginians following the progress of the boats with
loud cheers and sharing in the fearful suspense, and the
barbarians yelling their war cry and challenging to combat,
the scene was in the highest degree striking and thrill-
ing. At this moment, the barbarians having deserted their
tents, the Carthaginians on the far bank attacked suddenly
and unexpectedly, and while some of them set fire to the
enemy’s encampment, the larger portion fell upon the de-
fenders of the passage. The barbarians, taken quite by sur-
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BOOK I11. 43.10-44.6

prise, rushed some of them to save their tents, while others
defended themselves against their assailants. Hannibal, all
falling out favorably as he had purposed, at once mar-
shaled those of his men who were the first to land, 84 and af-
ter addressing some words of exhortation to them, led
them to meet the barbarians, upon which the Celts, owing
to their disordered condition and to their being taken by
surprise, soon turned and turned to flight.

44. The Carthaginian general, baving thus made him-
self master of the passage and defeated the enemy, at once
occupied himself in fetching over the men who had been
left on the other bank, and having in a very short time
brought his whole army across encamped for that night be-
side the river. Next morning, hearing that the Roman fleet
was anchored off the mouths of the Rhone, he selected five
hundred of his Numidian horse and sent them off to ob-
serve the whereabouts and number of the enemy and what
they were about. At the same time he set the proper men to
the task of bringing the elephants across and then called a
meeting of his soldiers and, introducing Magilus and the
other chieftains who had come to him from the plain of the
Po, made the troops acquainted through a dragoman with
what they reported to be the decision of their tribes. What
encouraged the soldiers most in their address was firstly
the actual and visible presence of those Gauls who were in-
viting them to Italy and promising to join them in the war
against Rome, and secondly the reliance they placed on

84 Hannibal forced the crossing of the Rhone, somewhere
north of the Durance, about the end of August.
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BOOK III.44.7-45.1

their promise to guide them by a route which would take
them without their being exposed to any privations, rap-
idly and safely to Italy. In addition to this the Gauls dwelt
on the richness and extent of the country they were go-
ing to, and the eager spirit of the men by whose side they
were about to face the armies of Rome. The Celts, after
speaking in this sense, withdrew, and Hannibal himself
now came forward and began by reminding them of their
_ achievements in the past: though, he said, they had under-
taken many hazardous enterprises and fought many a bat-
tle they had never met with ill success when they followed
his plans and counsels. Next he bade them be of good heart
considering that the hardest part of their task was now ac-
complished, since they had forced the passage of the river
and had the testimony of their own eyes and ears to the
friendly sentiments and readiness to help of their allies.
He begged them therefore to be at their ease about details
which were his own business, but to obey orders and be-
have like brave men and in a manner worthy of their own
record in the past. When the men applauded him, exhibit-
ing great enthusiasm and ardor, he commended them and,
after offering a prayer to the gods on behalf of all, dis-
missed them, bidding them get everything ready expedi-
tiously as they would start on their march next day.

45. After the assembly had broken up the Numidian
scouts who had been sent out to reconnoitre returned, the
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BOOK III. 45.1-46.2

greater part of the force lost and the remainder in head-
long flight. Not far from their own camp they had fallen in
with the Roman cavalry sent out by Publius on the same
errand, and both forces had shown such heroism in the en-
gagement that the Romans and Celts lost about a hundred
and forty horsemen and the Numidians more than two
bundred.®® Afterwards the Romans carried their pursuit
close up to the Carthaginian camp, and having surveyed it,
. turned and hastily rode off to report to the Consul the ar-
rival of the enemy, and on reaching their camp did so.
Publius at once put his baggage on board the ships and
started with his whole army marching up the river bank
with the view of encountering the Carthaginians.

Hannibal, on the day after the assembly, advanced his
cavalry in the direction of the sea to act as a covering force
and then moved his infantry out of the camp and sent them
off on their march, while he himself waited for the ele-
phants and the men who had been left with them. The way
they got the elephants across was as follows.

46. They built a number of very solid rafts and lashing
two of these together fixed them very firmly into the earth
at the point of entry into the river, their united width being
about fifty feet. To these they attached others on the far-

85 In the first skirmish of the war, the Romans did better than
the Numidians.
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BOOK III. 46.2-46.9

ther side, prolonging the bridge out into the stream. They
secured the side of it which faced the current by cables at-
tached to the trees that grew on the bank, so that the whole
structure might remain in place and not be shifted by the
current. When they had made the whole bridge or pier of
rafts about two hundred feet long they attached to the end
of it two particularly compact ones, very firmly fastened to
each other, but so connected with the rest that the lashings
~ could easily be cut. They attached to these several towing
lines by which boats were to tow them, not allowing them
to be carried down stream, but holding them up against
the current, and thus were to convey the elephants which
would be in them across. After this they piled up a quantity
of earth on all the line of rafts, until the whole was on the
same level and of the same appearance as the path on
shore leading to the crossing. The animals were always ac-
customed to obey their mahouts up to the water, but would
never enter it on any account, and they now drove them
along over the earth with two females in front, whom they
obediently followed. As soon as they set foot on the last
rafts the ropes which held these fast to the others were cut,
and the boats pulling taut, the towing lines rapidly tugged
away from the pile of earth the elephants and the rafts on
which they stood. Hereupon the animals becoming very
alarmed at first turned round and ran about in all direc-
tions, but as they were shut in on all sides by the stream
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BOOK 1II. 46.9-47 .4

they finally grew afraid and were compelled to keep quiet.
In this manner, by continuing to attach two rafts to the end
of the structure, they managed to get most of them over on
these, but some were so frightened that they-threw them-
selves into the river when halfway across. The mahouts
of these were all drowned, but the elephants were saved,
for owing to the power and length of their trunks they
kept them above the water and breathed through them, at

. the same time spouting out any water that got into their
mouths and so held out, most of them passing through the
water on their feet.

47. After the elephants had been put across, Hannibal,
taking them and his cavalry and forming these into a rear-
guard, advanced up the river bank away from the seain an
easterly direction as though making for the center of Eu-
rope. The Rhone rises northwest of the head of the Adri-
atic on the northern slope of the Alps, and running in a
southwesterly direction, falls into the Sardinian Sea. A
great part of its course is through a deep valley, to the north
of which lives the Celtic tribe of the Ardyes,% while on the
south it is bounded for its whole extent by the northern
spurs of the Alps. The plain of the Po which I described
above at length is separated from the Rhone valley by the
lofty main chain of these mountains, which starting from
Marseilles extends to the head of the Adriatic. It is this

86 Unknown.

123



s L

THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

e g o, N NN
pox6v as 166 tmrepdpas Avvifas dmwd Tév xkara TOv
‘Podavor témwr évéBaler els Traliav.

"Evior 8¢ 18V yeypaddrwv wepl Ths vmepolis
Tavms, BovAduevor Tovs AvaywdokovTas éKmTATTEW
T} meEpL TGV mpoepnuévar Témev mwapadofoloyia,

A
Novfdvovow éumimrovres eis 8vo Ta maams ioTopias
3 ’ \ \ -~ \ 7
dAhorpudrara: kai yap Pevdoloyely wal paxopeva

4 < ~ 3 /’ 4 A \ \ 3 Ve
ypdpew avrots avaykalovrat. Guo uév yap Tov Avvi-
Bav dulumréy Twe mapewardyovres GTpaTYOV Kol
T6Auy kol wpovoiq TobTov dpolayovuévws dmrodekry-
ovoww Muty dhoywoTérarov, dua 8¢ karaoTpodny ov

;o , .

Svvdpevor AauBdvew 008 €odov Tov Yetdovs Peovs
kol Gedv maldas els mpaypoarwny ioropiay waper-
adyovaw. vmoféuevor yap Tas épvuvémras Kai Tpa-
xUTTas tédv Almewvdy dpdv TowavTas doTe un oiov
4 \ /7 A \ / 3 /
irmovs kol orparémeda, oy 8¢ Tovrors éNédavras,
A pndé melovs edlavovs edxepds dv Sielbeiv,
opolws 8¢ kai Ty €pmuov TowavTY TWO. WEPL TOVS

Ve < 7 4 ~ </ > 3 A\ N L4 </
Témwovs Umoypdfavres nuty Gor el ui Deos 7 Tis Npws
s , - N iy NPT
dmavrioas Tots wepi Tov AvviBav dwédee Tas 680,
amoprioavras dv karadBapirar mdvras, ouoloyov-
wévws éx ToUtwy €ls éxdrepor TRV mpPoELpnuévOY
apapTypdTOr UTiTTOVaL.

48. wpdrov pév yap &v Tis pavein oTparnyos
, A N s . Y
ahoywarTérepos Avvifov 7Tis xal okaibTepos Tyepdy,
8s roorovTwy Myoduevos duvduewy xai Tas peyioTas
2 Ve 3 2 / ~ 7’ ~ 14
Amidas Exwv év Tovrois T0b kaTopfdoew Tols Ghous,

s/ \ < A > / < oy ’ 37 ~
otre Tas 6dods otire Témovs, ws odTol pacy, ovre TOD

124




BOOK I11. 47.5-48.2

chain which Hannibal now crossed to enter Italy from the
Rhone valley.

Some of the writers who have described this passage of
the Alps, from the wish to impress their readers by the
marvels they recount of these mountains, are betrayed into
two vices ever most alien to true history; for they are com-
pelled to make both false statements and statements which
contradict each other. While on the one hand introducing

. Hannibal as a commander of unequaled courage and fore-
sight, they incontestably represent him to us as entirely
wanting in prudence, and again, being unable to bring
their series of falsehoods to any close or issue they intro-
duce gods and the sons of gods into the sober history of
facts. By representing the Alps as being so steep and rug-
ged that not only horses and troops accompanied by ele-
phants, but even active men on foot would have difficulty
in passing, and at the same time picturing to us the desola-
tion of the country as being such, that unless some god or
hero had met Hannibal and showed him the way, his whole
army would have gone astray and perished utterly, they un-
questionably fall into both the above vices.

48. For in the first place can we imagine a more impru-
dent general or a more incompetent leader than Hannibal
would have been, if with so large an army under his com-
mand and all his hopes of ultimate success resting on it, he
did not know the roads and the country, as these writers
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BOOK 111. 48.3-48.9

say,5" and had absolutely no idea where he was marching or
against whom, or in fact if his enterprise were feasible or
not? What they would have us believe is that Hannibal,
who had met with no check to diminish his high hopes of
success, ventured on a course that no general, even after a
crushing defeat and utterly at his wits” end, would take, to
march, that is, into a country as to which he had no infor-
mation. Similarly, in what they say about the loneliness,
- and the extreme steepness and difficulty of the road, the
falsehood is manifest. For they never took the trouble to
learn that the Celts who live near the Rhone not on one or
on two occasions only before Hannibal’s arrival but often,
and not at any remote date but quite recently, had crossed
the Alps with large armies and met the Romans in the field
side by side with the Celts who inhabit the plain of the Po
(as I narrated in an earlier Book) nor are they aware that
there is a considerable population in the Alps themselves;
but in entire ignorance of all this they tell us that some
hero appeared and showed the road. The natural conse-
quence is that they get into the same difficulties as tragic
dramatists all of whom, to bring their dramas to a close, re-
quire a deus ex machina, as the data they choose on which
to found their plots are false and contrary to reasonable
probability. These writers are necessarily in the same strait
and invent apparitions of heroes and gods, since the begin-
nings on which they build are false and improbable; for

87 P, states that some of the earlier writers said that Hannibal
was not well prepared in advance for his march; see on 34. 1.
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BOOK III. 48.9-49.5

how is it possible to finish conformably to reason what has
been begun in defiance of it Of course Hannibal did not
act as these writers describe, but conducted his plans with
sound practical sense. He had ascertained by careful in-
quiry the richness of the country into which he proposed
to descend and the aversion of the people to the Romans,
and for the difficulties of the route he employed as guides
and pioneers natives of the country, who were about to

. take part in hi$ adventure. On these points I can speak with
some confidence as I have inquired about the circum-
stances from men present on the occasion and have per-
sonally inspected the country and made the passage of the
Alps® to learn for myself and see.

49. Now.the Roman Consul Publius arrived at the
crossing of the river three days after the departure of the
Carthaginians, and finding the enemy gone was in the
highest degree astonished, as he had been convinced that
they would never venture to march on Italy by this route
owing to the number and faithlessness of the native inhabi-
tants. On seeing that they had done so he returned with all
speed to his ships and began to embark his forces. Sending
his brother to conduct the campaign in Spain, he himself
turned back and made sail for Italy with the design of
marching rapidly through Etruria and reaching the foot of
the pass over the Alps before the enemy.

Hannibal, marching steadily from the crossing place

88 The date of this passage is disputed, perhaps 151 or 150.

129

e



10

11

12

13

THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

A 7 £l \ -~ ’ ° A A
v wopetay dmd Tis SwafBdoews Ke wpds THY KaAou-
Vé ~ ’ 7/ N /
wévmy Nrnoov, xépav molboxhov kai owrodspov,
Exovoav 8¢ Ty wpoayyoptay dn avTod 70D CUMTTE-
2 \ N ¢ e ’ 2 Qo s
potos. 7§ pev yap 6 Podavés, § 8 "Todpas mpooaryo-
pevdpuevos, péovres map éxarépay THv whevpdy, dwo-
kopupovoy aDTHs TO XA KaTd THY TPOs AAAHAovs
ooumTeow. éomi O mapaminoio ) peyéfe kol TG
2 ~ 3 3 /7 V4 N
oxNuaTe 74 kot Alyvmror kalovuéve AélTa, mAny
éxetvov pév Bdlarra iy plov mhevpdr kal ToS TV
morapdy puoes émledyvvol, Tavrns & 8pn dvo-
/7 N / N Y < 3 ~ 3 7
mpéooda kai dvoéuBola kal axedov ds eimely dmpd-
A A 3 s’ N A\ 3 3 ~ 7’2
gira. Tpos Ny ddudperos, kol karalaBov év avry OV
)8 N\ < M -~ ’ 7’ \ \
adehdovs vmep ms Baoihelas oracialovras kal pera
, s , sy s s ;
arparomédwy avTikabnuévovs dANGAoLs, émomwuévov
700 mpeoPurépov kal mapaxalolvros els TO ouUw-
wpafar kol ocvpmeprmolfioar ™y dpxHv, [avTd] V-
Kovae, TPodHAov TXedOV Umapxolans ThHs TPOS TO
\ 3 ’ 3 ~ r N \ 14
wapov éoopérms adbrd xpelas. Sio kai cuvembépevos
\ \ A o ~ 3 7 37
kol ovvexBalov Tov €repor wolMs émkovpias ETvye
Tapd TOD KPATNOAVTOS' 0V YAp pOVoV OiTe Kal TOLS
y , Y , N c
dMhows émurndetows adhbvws éxopryynoe T0 oTpaTéme-
3 \ S ~ o N\ \ N \
dov, dAAG Kkal TGV Sdmhewv T4, malatd Kol To mETOVT)-
7 / / 3 4 ~ \ s
k670 wdvra Sral\déas ékawomoinoe waoay Ty Sbva-
> 7 b3 N N Ve 3 ~ \ A
wy edkaipws, €Ty 8¢ Tovs mheloTovs éodyTL Kal wpoOs
TobTots Umodéoe koounoas peydAny edypmoriav
mapéoxero wpos Tas T@v 6pdv vmepBolds. TO Oé
’ 3 ~ / \ \ 8 A -~
wéyiorrov, edhafds diakeyuévos mpos Ty Oud TGV
ANNofBpiywr kalovuévor Talardv mopelay dmoupo-

130




BOOK III. 49.5-49.13

for four days,® reached a place called the “Island,” a popu-
lous district producing abundance of corn and deriving its
name from its situation; for the Rhone and Isere® running
along each side of it meet at its point. It is similar in size
and shape to the Egyptian Delta; only in that case the sea
forms the base line uniting the two branches of the Nile,
while here the base line is formed by a range of mountains
difficult to climb or penetrate, and, one may say, almost in-
accessible. On arriving there he found two brothers dis-
puting the crown and posted over against each other with
their armies, and on the elder one making overtures to
him and begging him to assist in establishing him on the
throne, he consented, it being almost a matter of certainty
that under present circumstances this would be of great
service to him. Having united with him therefore to attack
and expel the other, he derived great assistance from the
victor; for not only did he furnish the army with plenty of
corn and other provisions but he replaced all their old and
worn weapons by new ones, thus freshening up the whole
force very opportunely. He also supplied most of them
with warm clothing and footwear, things of the greatest
possible service to them in crossing the mountains. But the
most important of all was, that the Carthaginians being not
at all easy on the subject of their passage through the terri-

89 His route in crossing the Alps (through 56. 4) is the object of
countless studies; a summary in WC 1. 382-387, more recently J.
Seibert, “Der Alpeniibergang Hannibals,” Gymnasium 95 (1988)
21-73, and Hoyos (39. 5).

9 The reading of the mss. is okapas, emended by Scaliger to
‘lodpas. The river is undoubtedly the Isere.
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BOOK I1I. 49.13-50.7

tory of the Allobroges, he protected them in the rear with
his own forces and enabled them to reach the foot of the
pass in safety.

50. After a ten days” march of eight hundred stades®!
along the bank of the Isere Hannibal began the ascent of
the Alps and now found himself involved in very great dif-
ficulties. For as long as they had been in flat country, the
various chiefs of the Allobroges had left them alone, being
afraid both of the cavalry and of the barbarians who were
escorting them. But when the latter had set off on their re-
turn home, and Hannibal’s troops began to advance into
the difficult region, the Allobrogian chieftains got together
a considerable force and occupied advantageous positions
on the road by which the Carthaginians would be obliged
to ascend. Had they only kept their project secret, they
would have utterly annihilated the Carthaginian army, but,
as it was, it was discovered, and though they inflicted a
good deal of damage on Hannibal, they did as much injury
to themselves; for the Carthaginian general having learnt
that the barbarians had seized on these critical positions,
encamped himself at the foot of the pass, and remaining
there sent on in advance some of his Gaulish guides, to
reconnoitre and report on the enemy’s plan and the whole
situation. His orders were executed, and on learning that
the enemy remained most strictly at their post during the
daytime but retired at night to a neighboring township, he

91 The figure is much too high.
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BOOK III. 50.7-51.5

adapted his measures to this intelligence and arranged the
following plan. He advanced openly with his whole army,
and on approaching the difficult points he encamped not
far from the enemy. As soon as it was night, he ordered the
fires to be lit, and leaving the greater part of his forces
there, took the men most fitted for the enterprise, whom
he had lightened of their heavy armor, and passing through
the narrow part of the road occupied the posts abandoned
by the enemy, who had retired as usual to the town.

51. At daylight the enemy observed what had happened
and at first desisted from their project, but afterwards on
seeing the long string of sumpter-animals and horsemen
slowly and with difficulty winding up the narrow path, they
were tempted by this to molest their march. On their doing
so and attacking at several different points, the Cartha-
ginians suffered great loss chiefly in horses and sumpter-
mules, not so much at the hands of the barbarians as owing
to the ground. For the road up the pass being not only nar-
row and uneven but precipitous, the least movement or
disturbance caused many of the animals to be pushed over
the precipice with their packs. It was chiefly the horses on
being wounded which caused the disturbance, some of
them, terrified by the pain, turning and meeting the pack
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BOOK 11I. 51.5-51.13

animals and others rushing on ahead and pushing aside in
the narrow path everything that came in their way, thus
creating a general confusion. Hannibal, on seeing this and
reflecting that there would be no chance of safety even for
those who escaped from the battle if the pack train were
destroyed, took with him the men who had occupied the
heights at night and hastened to render assistance to the
head of the marching column. He inflicted great loss on
. the Allobroges, as he was charging from higher ground,
but the loss was equally heavy among his own troops, since
the column on the march was thrown into further confu-
sion in both directions at once owing to the shouting and
struggling of those taking part in this combat. It was only
when he had put the greater part of the Allobroges to the
sword and compelled the rest to take to flight and run for
their own land, that the remainder of the pack train and
the horses got slowly and with great difficulty over the dan-
gerous part, and he himself rallying as many troops as he
could after the fight, attacked the town from which the en-
emy had issued to make their onslaught. He found it nearly
deserted, as all the inhabitants had been tempted out by
hope of pillage, and seized on it. This proved of great ser-
vice to him for the future as well as the present; for not only
did he recover a number of pack animals and horses and
the men who had been captured together with them, but
he got a supply of corn and cattle amply sufficient for two
or three days, and what was most important, he struck such
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BOOK III. 51.13-52.7

terror into the next tribes that none of those in the neigh-
borhood of the ascent were likely to venture to molest him.

52. For the present, he encamped here, and after a stay
of one day resumed his march. For the following days he
conducted the army in safety up to a certain point, but on
the fourth day be was again placed in great danger. The na-
tives near the pass conspired together and came out to
meet him with treacherous intentions, holding branches
and wreaths, which nearly all the barbarians use as tokens
of friendship, just as we Greeks use the herald’s staff. Han-
nibal, who was a little suspicious of such proffers of alli-
ance, took great pains to ascertain what their project and
general motives were. When they told him that they knew
all about the capture of the city and the destruction of
those who had attempted to do him wrong, and assured
him that for this reason they were come to him, as they nei-
ther wished to inflict nor to suffer any injury, and on their
promising to give him hostages from among themselves,
he for long hesitated, distrusting their word. But, reflect-
ing that if he accepted their offers, he might perhaps make
them more chary of attacking him and more pacific, but
that if he refused, they would certainly be his declared en-
emies, he finally agreed to their proposals, and feigned to
accept their friendships. Upon the barbarians now deliver-
ing the hostages and providing him with cattle in abun-
dance, and altogether putting themselves unreservedly
into his hands, he trusted in them so far as to employ them
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BOOK III. 52.8-53.7

as guides for the next difficult part of the road. But after
two days” march these same barbarians collecting and fol-
lowing on the heels of the Carthaginians, attacked them as
they were traversing a certain difficult and precipitous
orge.
& §3. On this occasion Hannibal’s whole army would have
been utterly destroyed, had he not still been a little appre-
hensive and foreseeing such a contingency placed the pack

. train and cavalry at the head of the column and the heavy

infantry in the rear. As the latter now acted as a covering
force, the disaster was less serious, the infantry meeting
the brunt of the attack. But in spite of all this a great many
men, pack animals, and horses were lost. For the enemy
being on higher ground skirted along the slopes and either
by rolling rocks down or by hurling stones at close quarters
threw the Carthaginians into such extreme peril and con-
fusion that Hannibal was compelled to pass the night with
half of his force at a certain place defended by bare rocks
and separated from his horses and pack train, whose ad-
vance he waited to cover, until after a whole night’s labor
they managed to extricate themselves from the defile. Next
day, the enemy having taken their departure, he joined the
cavalry and pack animals and advanced to the summit of
the pass, encountering no longer any massed force of bar-
barians, but molested from time to time ard in certain
places by some of them who took advantage of the ground
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BOOK III. 53.7-54.4

to attack him either from the rear or from the front and
carry off some of the pack animals, In these circumstances
the elephants were of the greatest service to him; for the
enemy never dared to approach that part of the column in
which these animals were, being terrified by the strange-
ness of their appearance. After an ascent of nine days
Hannibal reached the summit, and encamping there re-
mained for two days to rest the survivors of his army and
. wait for stragglers. During this interval a good many of the
horses which had broken away in terror and a number of
those sumpter-animals which had thrown off their packs
returned strangely enough, having followed the track of
the march, and came into the camp.

54. As it was now close on the setting of the Pleiads
snow had already gathered on the summit,?? and noticing
that the men were in bad spirits owing to all they had suf-
fered up to now and expected to suffer he summoned them
to a meeting and attempted to cheer them up, relying
chiefly for this purpose on the actual view of Italy, which
lies so close under these mountains, that when both are
viewed together the Alps stand to the whole of Ttaly in the
relation of a citadel to a city. Showing them, therefore, the
plain of the Po, and reminding them of the friendly feel-
ings of the Gauls inhabiting it, while at the same time
pointing out the situation of Rome itself, he to some extent
restored their spirits. Next day he broke up his camp and
began the descent. During this he encountered no enemy,

92 About September/October.

143



THE HISTORIES OF POLYBIUS

~ 4 3 3y Ve Ny £ ’
xero s karafBdoews. év 1) moleulots ey ovkéri
mepiéruxe mAny Tév Ndbpe kakomootvTwy, Vo 8¢ TGY
7/ A\ ~ ’ 3 ~ ’, 3 /
Témwy Kkal THs X6vos ob wOMG Aeimovras dméBake
~ N\ A > 4 /. L4 N
&Y kara ™ dvdfacw plapévtev. olons ydp oTe
vis kal karopepots s kartaBdoews, s 8¢ xibvos
ddnhov wotovoms exdorors v émifacw, wiv 10
A eq Ao Yy NS
wapaTerov THs 0dov kai odalév épépero kard TRV
A NN N N
KpNurdy. ob My dAAo TaUTyy uev vmEpepov TNV
ralavrwpiov, dre cvmlbes 8vres 7dm Tols TotovTOLS
Kakols: Gpo 0¢ 7§ wapayevéobfar wpds TotobTov Témwov,
dv otre Tols Onplows olite Tois vmolvyiows duvarov Hv
AN sy, o
wapeNdelv dua ™y orévéTyTa, oXedov éml TPl MuL-
orddia Ths dwoppldyos kai mpod 70D peév oboms, TéTe 8¢
kal palhov &rv mpooddros dmeppwyvias, évravfa
N oap A . - . <y
wihw dlvunioar kai Swarpamfvar avvéBn 16 wAHbos.
\ \ » ~ > ’ A \
70 uév odv mpdrov émeBdhero wepiefely Tas Suoyw-
’ \
plas 6 rov KapxmSoviwv orparyyds: émvyevopérns de
xiévos kal TavTyy ASvvarov wowdoms Ty wopelav,
dméorn ths émBolijs.

55. 70 yap cvpfatvov {dwov N kol wapnAleywé-
vov. &t yap Ty mpovmdpxovoay Xiéva Kal Oiapeie-
vKUtay €k ToD TpbTepor Xeyudros dpTL Ti)s én ETous

> ’
memTwKvins, TavTyy wev eddidromTov elvaw ouvéBaive

N \ \ s 3 < A < ’ \
kol S 70 wpdadarov odrav dwoly Vmdpxew Kol

A \ I e Ed c Ié \ ’ /
Su. 70 pndérw Bdbos Exew. dwdre 8¢ Tadrmy Swamari-
oavres éml Ty VmokdTw kal ovveoTyrviay émBater,

3 3 7
ovkért Siékomrrov, AAN émémheov dhwgfdvovres dudo-
/ o ~ ’ 4 3 N\ ~ ~ ’
répots dua Tols mwooi, kalldmep émi T yi ovpBaiver

144




BOOKX 1iI. 54.4-55.2

except a few skulking marauders, but owing to the dif-
ficulties of the ground and the snow his losses were nearly
as heavy as on the ascent. The descending path was very
narrow and steep, and as both men and beasts could not
tell on what they were treading owing to the snow, all that
stepped wide of the path or stumbled were dashed down
the precipice. This trial, however, they put up with, be-
ing by this time familiar with such sufferings, but they at

length reached a place where it was impossible for either
the elephants or the pack animals to pass owing to the ex-
treme narrowness of the path, a previous landslip having
carried away about one and a half stades of the face of the
mountain and a further landslip having recently occurred,
and here the soldiers once more became disheartened and
discouraged. The Carthaginian general at first thought of
avoiding the difficult part by a detour, but as a fresh fall of
snow made progress impossible he had to abandon this
project. ’

55. The state of matters was altogether peculiar and un-
usual. The new snow which had fallen on the top of the old
snow remaining since the previous winter, was itself yield-
ing, both owing to its softness, being a fresh fall, and be-
cause it was not yet very deep, but when they had trodden
through it and set foot on the congealed snow beneath it,
they no Jonger sunk in it, but slid along it with both feet, as
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happens to those who walk on ground with a coat of mud
on it. But what followed on this was even more trying. As
for the men, when, unable to pierce the lower layer of
snow, they fell and then tried to help themselves to rise
by the support of their knees and hands, they slid along
still more rapidly on these, the slope being exceedingly
steep. But the animals, when they fell, broke through the
lower layer of snow in their efforts to rise, and remained
. there with their packs as if frozen into it, owing to their
weight and the congealed condition of this old snow.
Giving up this project, then, Hannibal encamped on the
ridge, sweeping it clear of snow, and next set the soldiers to
work to build up the path along the cliff, a most toilsome
task. In one day he had made a passage sufficiently wide for
the pack train and horses; so he at once took these across
and encamping on ground free of snow, sent them out to
pasture, and then took the Numidians in relays to work at
building up the path, so that with great difficulty in three
days he managed to get the elephants across, but in a
wretched condition from hunger; for the summits of the
Alps and the parts near the top of the passes are all quite
treeless and bare owing to the snow lying there continu-
ously both winter and summer, but the slopes halfway up
on both sides are grassy and wooded and on the whole in-
habitable.

56. Hannibal having now got all his forces together con-
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tinued the descent, and in three days” march from the
precipice just described reached flat country. He had lost
many of his men by the hands of the enemy in the crossing
of rivers and on the march in general, and the precipices
and difficulties of the Alps had cost him not only many
men, but a far greater number of horses and sumpter-ani-
mals. The whole march from New Carthage had taken him
five months, and he had spent fifteen days in crossing the
. Alps, and now, when he thus boldly descended into the
plain of the Po and the territory of the Insubres, his surviv-
ing forces® numbered twelve thousand African and eight
thousand Iberian foot, and not more than six thousand
horse in all, as he himself states in the inscription on the
column at Lacinium relating to the number of his forces.
About the same time, as I stated above, Publius Scipio,
leaving his forces with his brother Gnaeus with orders
to conduct operations in Spain and vigorously combat
Hasdrubal, arrived at sea at Pisa with a small following,
Marching through Etruria and taking over from the Prae-
tors the frontier legions which were engaged with the Boii,
he reached the plain of the Po, and encamping there,
waited for the enemy, being anxious to give him battle.
57. Now that I have brought my narrative and the war
and the two generals into Italy, I desire, before entering

93 The figures may be close to the truth; for Lacinium see 33.
18.
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BOOK III. 57.1-57.8

upon the struggle, to say a few words on what I think
proper to my method in this work.% Some readers will per-
haps ask themselves why, since most of what I have said re-
lates to Africa and Spain, I have not said a word more about
the mouth of the Mediterranean at the Pillars of Hercules,
or about the Outer Sea and its peculiarities, or about the
British Isles and the method of obtaining tin, and the gold
and silver mines in Spain itself, all matters concerning
which authors dispute with each other at great length. 1
have omitted these subjects not because I think they are
foreign to my history, but in the first place because I did
not wish to be constantly interrupting the narrative and
distracting readers from the actual subject, and next be-
cause I decided not to make scattered and casual allusions
to such matters, but assigning the proper place and time to
their special treatment to give as true an account of all as is
in my power. No one then need be surprised when in the
course of history I reach such localities, if I avoid for the
reason here stated any description of them. But if there be
any who insist on such descriptions of each place that may
be mentioned, they are perhaps unaware that they are
much in the case of gourmands at a supper party who taste
everything on the table and neither truly enjoy any dish at

94 Chapters 57-59, a digression on the knowledge of geogra-

phy as vital for understanding history, have been inserted after
146 (59. 4) as part of the expanded edition: see n. on 4. 1.
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the moment nor digest any enough to derive beneficial
nourishment from it in the future. So those who act in the
same way about reading do not properly attain either pres-
ent entertainment or future benefit.

58. That no part of history requires more circumspec-
tion and more correction by the light of truth than this is
evident from many considerations and chiefly from the fol-
lowing. While nearly all authors or at least the greater

_number have attempted to describe the peculiarities and
the situation of the countries at the extremities of the
known world, most of them are mistaken on many points.
We must therefore by no means pass over the subject, but
we must say a word to them, and that not casually and by
scattered allusions, but giving due attention to it, and in
what we say we must not find fault with or rebuke them,
but rather be grateful to them and correct them when
wrong, knowing as we do that they too, had they the privi-
lege of living at the present day, would correct and modify
many of their own statements. In old times, indeed, we
find very few Greeks who attempted to inquire into the
outlying parts of the world, owing to the practical impossi-
bility of doing so; for the sea had so many perils that it is
difficult to enumerate them, and the land ever so many
more. Again, even if anyone by his own choice or by the
force of circumstances reached the extremity of the world,
that did not mean that he was able to accomplish his pur-
pose. For it was a difficult matter to see many things at all
closely with one’s own eyes, owing to some of the countries
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being utterly barbarous and others quite desolate, and it
was still more difficult to get information about the things
one did see, owing to the difference of the language. Then,
even if anyone did see for himself and observe the facts, it
was even still more difficult for him to be moderate in
his statements, to scorn all talk of marvels and monsters
and, preferring truth for its own sake, to tell us nothing be-
yond it.

59. As, therefore, it was almost impossible in old times

“to give a true account of the regions I speak of, we should

not find fault with the writers for their omissions or mis-
takes, but should praise and admire them, considering the
times they lived in, for having ascertained something on
the subject and advanced our knowledge. But in our own
times since, owing to Alexander’s empire in Asia and that of
the Romans in other parts of the world, nearly all regions
have become approachable by sea or land, and since our
men of action in Greece are relieved from the ambitions of
a military or political career and have therefore ample
means for inquiry and study, we ought to be able to arrive
at a better knowledge and something more like the truth
about lands which were formerly little known. This is what
I myself will attempt to do when I find a suitable place in
this work for introducing the subject, and I shall then ask
those who are curious about such things to give their undi-
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vided attention to me, in view of the fact that I underwent
the perils of journeys® through Africa, Spain, and Gaul,
and of voyages on the seas that lie on the farther side of
these countries,* mostly for this very purpose of correct-
ing the errors of former writers and making those parts of
the world also known to the Greeks.

But now returning to the point at which I digressed
from my narrative, I shall attempt to describe the battles
between the Romans and Carthaginians in Italy.

60. 1 have already stated the strength of Hannibal’s
army when he entered Italy. Once arrived there he at first
encamped at the very foot of the Alps to refresh his forces.
For his men had not only suffered terribly from the toil of
ascent and descent of the passes and the roughness of the
road but they were also in wretched condition owing to the
scarcity of provisions and neglect of their persons, many
having fallen into a state of utter despondency from pro-
longed toil and want of food. For it had been impossible to
transport over such ground a plentiful supply of provisions
for so many thousand men, and with the loss of the pack
animals the greater part of what they were carrying per-
ished. So that while Hannibal started from the passage of
the Rhone with thirty-eight thousand foot and more than

95 P. has seen Africa, Spain, and Gaul and has crossed the Alps
(48. 12).

96 On his expedition along the Atlantic coast of Africa see Pliny
HN 5.9.10 with J. Desanges, Recherches sur I activité des Médi-
terranéens aux confines de I’ Afrique (Paris 1978), 121-147.
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BOOK III. 60.5-60.13

eight thousand horse he lost in crossing the passes, as I said
above, about half his whole force,?” while the survivors,
owing to the continued hardships they had suffered, had
become in their external appearance and general condi-
tion more like beasts than men. Hannibal, therefore, made
every provision for carefully attending to the men and the
horses likewise until they were restored in body and spirit.
After this, his forces having now picked up their strength
. when the Taurini who live at the foot of the mocuntains
quarreled with the Insubres and showed no confidence
in the Carthaginians, he at first made overtures for their
friendship and alliance, but on their rejecting these he en-
camped round their chief city®® and reduced it in three
days. By massacring those who had been opposed to him
he struck such terror into the neighboring tribes of barbar-
ians that they all came in at once and submitted to him.
The remaining Celtic inhabitants of the plain were impa-
tient to join the Carthaginians, as had been their original
design, but as the Roman legions had advanced beyond
most of them and cut them off, they kept quiet, some even
being compelled to serve with the Romans. Hannibal, in
view of this, decided not to delay, but to advance and try by
some action to encourage those who wished to take part in
his enterprise.

97 Heavy as Hannibal’s losses were, they hardly amounted to

half his army.
98 An early settlement close to Turin.
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BOOK 1II. 61.1-61.8

61. Such was the purpose he had in view when the news
reached him that Publius had already crossed the Po with
his forces and was quite near at hand. At first he refused
to believe it, reflecting that he had left him only a few
days previously near the crossing of the Rhone and that
the coasting voyage from Marseilles to Etruria was long
and difficult, and learning further by inquiry that the road
through Italy from the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Alps was like-

. wise very long and not suited for the march of troops. But
when more messengers continued to arrive bringing the
same news in a more definite form, he was struck with
amazement at the whole project of the Consul and the way
he had carried it out. Publius had very much the same feel-
ing; for at first he had never expected that Hannibal would
even attempt to cross the Alps with foreign forces, and if he
ventured on it he thought that certain destruction awaited
him. So that, his anticipations being such, when he heard
that Hannibal was safe and was already besieging towns in
Italy he was amazed too at his daring and venturesome-
ness. In Rome itself the intelligence had much the same
effect. The stir created by the last news of the Cartha-
ginians—that they had captured Saguntum——had only just
subsided, measures had been taken to meet this situation
by sending one Consul to Libya who was to besiege Car-
thage itself, and the other to Spain to fight, as they thought,
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BOOK 111. 61.8-62.4

with Hannibal there; and now news came that Hannibal
was in Italy with his army and already laying siege to some
cities. The thing therefore seemed altogether astounding
to them, and in great alarm they sent urgent orders to
Tiberius at Lilybaeum, informing him of the arrival of the
enemy and bidding him abandon his present project and
hasten to the help of his own country. Tiberius at once col-
lected the crews of his fleet and dispatched it with orders
. to make for home. From his soldiers he exacted through
the Tribunes an oath that they would all be at Ariminum on
a certain day before bedtime. This is a city on the Adriatic
at the southern edge of the plains of the Po. So that as there
was great stir and activity all round, and as the news that
arrived was what nobody expected, there was on both sides
that intense concern for the future.

62. Hannibal and Publius were now near each other,
and they both thought it proper to address their troops in
a manner suitable to the occasion. The device by which
Hannibal tried to encourage his men was as follows. Mus-
tering the troops, he brought forward certain young men
from among the prisoners he had taken molesting his
march in the difficult part of the Alpine pass. He had pur-
posely, with a view to the use he was going to make of them,
ill-used them: they wore heavy fetters, they had suffered
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BOOK I1I. 62.4-63.1

much from hunger, and their bodies were disfigured by the
mark of blows. Placing them in the middle of the meeting
he exhibited some Gaulish suits of armor, such as their
kings are wont to deck themselves with when about to en-
gage in single combat. In addition to these he placed there
some horses and had some rich military cloaks brought in.
He then asked the young men which of them were willing
to do combat with each other, the prizes exhibited being
. destined for the victor, while the vanquished would be de-
livered by death from his present misery. When all shouted
out with one voice that they were willing to fight, he or-
dered them to draw lots, and the two on whom the lot fell
to arm themselves and do combat. The young men, the
moment they heard this, lifted up their hands and prayed
to the gods, each eager to be himself one of the chosen.
When the result was announced, those on whom the lot
had fallen were overjoyed and the rest mournful and de-
jected, and after the combat was over the remaining pris-
oners congratulated the fallen champion no less than the
victor, as having been set free from many and grievous
evils which they themselves were left alive to suffer. The
sentiment of most of the Carthaginians was identical; for
looking on.the misery of the other prisoners as they were
led away alive, they pitied them on comparing their fate
with that of the dead whom they all pronounced to be for-
tunate.

63. When Hannibal had by this means produced the

disposition he desired in the minds of his troops, he rose
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BOOK II1. 63.2-63.9

and told them® that he had brought the prisoners before
them designedly in order that clearly seeing in the person
of others what they might themselves have to suffer, they
should thence take better counsel at the present crisis.
“Fortune,” he said, “has brought you to a like pass, she has
shut you in on a like listed field of combat, and the prizes
and prospects she offers you are the same. For either you
must conquer, or die, or fall alive into the hands of your
. foes. For you the prize of victory is not to possess horses
and cloaks, but to be the most envied of mankind, masters
of all the wealth of Rome. The prize of death on the battle-
field is to depart from life in the heat of the fight, struggling
till your last breath for the noblest of objects and without
having learnt to know suffering. But what awaits those of
you who are vanquished and for the love of life consent to
fly, or who preserve their lives by any other means, is to
have every evil and every misfortune for their lot. There is
not one of you so dull and unreflecting as to hope to reach
his home by flight, when he remembers the length of the
road he traversed from his native land, the numbers of the
enemies that lie between, and the size of the rivers he
crossed. I beg you, therefore, cut off as you are entirely
from any such hope, to take the same view of your own
situation that you have just expressed regarding that of
others. For as you all accounted both the victor and the

99 The speech is fictitious, as is the following one by Scipio, 64.
3ff.
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BOOK IJI. 63.9-64.3

fallen fortunate and pitied the survivors, so now should
you think about yourselves and go all of you to battle re-
solved to conquer if you can, and if this be impossible, to
die. And I implore you not to let the hope of living after de-
feat enter your minds at all. If you reason and purpose as I
urge upon you, it is clear that victory and safety will follow;
for none ever who either by necessity or choice formed
such a resolve have been deceived in their hope of putting
_ their enemies to flight. And when the enemy have the op-
posite hope, as is now the case with the Romans, most of
them being sure of finding safety in flight as their homes
are near at hand, it is evident that the courage of those who
despair of safety will carry all before it.” The aobject lesson
and the speech were well received by the troops, in whom
they produced the enthusiasm and self-confidence that
the speaker desired, and after commending them he dis-
missed them, ordering them to be ready to start at day-
break.

64. At about the same date Publius Scipio, who had al-
ready crossed the Po and had decided to advance across
the Ticinus, ordered those qualified for that task to build a
bridge and, summoning a meeting of the rest of his forces,
addressed them. Most of what he said related to the ex-
alted position of their country and the achievements of
their ancestors; what concerned the present situation was
as follows. He said that even if they had had no recent ex-
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perience of the enemy, the knowledge alone that they
were going to fight against Carthaginians should give them
unshaken hope of victory. They should regard it as alto-
gether an outrageous and surprising thing that Cartha-
ginians should dare to face Romans, by whom they had
been so often beaten, to whom they had paid so much trib-
ute, and whose slaves almost they had been for so many
years. “But now,” he went on to say, “when apart from this
_ we can judge more or less by our own experience that
these actual men here on the spot do not venture to look us
in the face, what should our opinion be as to the future, if
we estimate chances correctly? Why! not even their cav-
alry when they met ours near the Rhone came off well,
but after losing many of their number fled disgracefully
to their own camp, upon which their general and all his
forces, as soon as they knew our soldiers were coming,
made a retreat more resembling a flight, and contrary to
their original intention chose the route through the Alps
from pure fear of us. Hannibal has now arrived,” he said,
“but he has lost most of his army and the rest are weak and
useless owing to hardship; he has lost most of his horses
too, and those he has left he has rendered fit for nothing by
the length and difficulty of his march.” From all this he
tried to convince them that they had only to show them-
selves to the enemy. He bade them above all be encour-
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BOOK J11. 64.10-65.7

aged by his own presence, for never would he have aban-
doned his fleet and the Spanish expedition on which he
was dispatched, and made such haste to reach Italy, had it
not been evident to him that he was doing anecessary ser-
vice to his country and that victory was a matter of cer-
tainty. When all the troops, owing to the authority of the
speaker, and the truth of what he said, showed themselves
most ardent for a battle, he commended their alacrity and
. dismissed them, bidding them hold themselves in readi-
ness to execute his orders.

65. Next day they both advanced along the Po on the
bank nearest the Alps, the Romans having the stream on
their left and the Carthaginians on their right. Learning on
the following day from their foragers that they were near
each other, they both encamped where they were and
remained there for the present. But next morning both
generals took the whole of their cavalry, and Publius his
javelineers also, and advanced through the plain with the
object of reconnoitering each other’s forces. Upon their
approaching each other and seeing the clouds of dust they
at once got into order for action.! Publius, placing his
javelineers and the Gaulish cavalry which was with them in
front and the rest behind, advanced slowly. Hannibal, put-
ting his bridled cavalry and all the heavier part of it in
front, led them to meet the enemy, having his Numidian
horse ready on each wing to execute an outflanking move-

100 The battle of Ticinus.
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BOOKXK III. 65.7-66.3

ment. Both of the leaders and their cavalry were so anxious
to join battle that at the opening of the action the jave-
lineers had no time to discharge their first volley, but gave
way at once and retired through the gaps behind the troops
of their own cavalry, in terror of the impending charge and
fearful of being trodden under foot by the horsemen who
were bearing down on them. The cavalry met front to front
and for some time maintained an evenly balanced contest,
. the engagenient being both a cavalry and infantry one,
owing to the number of men who dismounted during its
progress. When, however, the Numidians outflanked the
Romans and took them in the rear, the javelineers on foot
who had at first escaped from the charge of the cavalry
were now ridden down by the numbers and force of the
Numidians, while the cavalry, who from the outset had
been facing the Carthaginians, after suffering heavy loss
and inflicting still greater on the enemy, being now at-
tacked by the Numidians also in the rear, broke into flight,
most of them scattering in every direction but a few gath-
ering closely round the Consul.

66. Publius now broke up his camp and advanced
through the plain to the bridge of the Po, hastening to get
his legions across before it was too late. For since the coun-
trywas all flat, since the enemy was superior in cavalry, and
since he himself was severely wounded, he decided to
place his forces in safety. Hannibal had at first supposed
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BOOK III. 66.3-66.10

that the Romans would risk an infantry engagement, but
on seeing that they had moved out of their camp, following
them as far as the bridge over the first river,)%! but finding
most of the planking of it torn up, but the force set to guard
it still remaining at their post by the river side, he took
them prisoners to the number of about six hundred, and on
hearing that the rest of the Romans were far in advance of
him he now wheeled round and marched in the opposite
_direction up the Po with the object of reaching a place
where it was easy to bridge it. After two days” march he
halted and, constructing a bridge of boats, ordered Has-
drubal to see to the passage of the army and he himself
crossing at once gave a hearing to the envoys who had ar-
rived from the districts round. For immediately upon his
success, all the neighboring Celts hastened, as had been
their wish from the outset, to make alliance with the Car-
thaginians, to provide them with supplies and to send them
contingents. He received them all courteously, and being
now joined by his troops from the opposite bank, he ad-
vanced along the Po in the opposite direction to his previ-
ous march; for now he marched down stream with the
object of encountering the enemy. Meanwhile Publius,
having crossed the Po and encamped at Placentia, a Ro-
man colony, where he occupied himself with the cure of
himself and the other wounded, and thinking that his
forces were now firmly established in a safe position, made
no move. But two days after his crossing Hannibal ap-

101 The Ticinus.
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BOOK I1i. 66.10-67.6

peared close at hand and next day drew up his army in full
view of the enemy. Upon their refusing his challenge, he
encamped at a distance of about fifty stades from the Ro-
man position.

67. The Celtic contingents in the Roman army, seeing
that the prospects of the Carthaginians were now brighter,
had come to an understanding with each other, and while
all remaining quiet in their tents were waiting for an op-

. portunity to attack the Romans. All in the entrenched camp
had had their supper and retired to rest, and the Celts, let-
ting the greater part of the night go by, armed themselves
about the morning watch and fell upon the Romans who
were encamped nearest to them. They killed or wounded
many, and finally, cutting off the heads of the slain, went
over to the Carthaginians, being in number about two
thousand foot and rather less than two hundred horse.
They were gladly welcomed on their arrival by Hannibal,
who at once, after addressing some words of encourage-
ment to them and promising suitable gifts to all, sent them
off to their own cities to announce to their countrymen
what they had done and urge them to join him. For he was
now quite sure that all must needs take his part on learning
of this act of treachery to the Romans on the part of their
own countrymen. When at the same time the Boii came to
him and delivered up to him the three Roman officials!®

102 For their names see MRR 1. 240 and 3. 130-131. The refer-
ence is to 40.10.
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BOOX Iil. 67.6-68.4

charged with the partition of their Jands, whom, as I men-
tioned above, they had originally captured by treachery,
Hannibal welcomed their friendly advances and made a
formal alliance with them through the envoys. He gave the
three Romans, however, back to them, advising them to
keep them in order through them to get their own hostages
back, as had been their original design.

Publius was much concerned at this act of treachery,
. and taking into consideration that as the Celts had been
disaffected for some time, now with this additional incen-
tive all the Gauls round about would go over to the Car-
thaginians, decided to take precautions for the future. In
consequence he broke up his camp the next night a little
before daybreak and marched towards the river Trebia
and the hills in its neighborhood, relying on the natural
strength of the country and the loyalty of the neighboring
allies.

68. Hannibal, on being apprised of their departure, at
once sent off his Numidian horse, and shortly afterwards
the rest of his cavalry, and himself with his army followed
close behind. The Numidians, finding the camp deserted,
stopped to set fire to it, which proved of great advantage to
the Romans, for had the cavalry at once followed them up
and overtaken the baggage train they would have suffered
great loss in the flat country. As it was, most of them suc-
ceeded in crossing the Trebia, but those who were left be-
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BOOK III. 68.4-68.13

hind in the extreme rear were either cut to pieces or cap-
tured by the Carthaginians.

Publius, crossing the Trebia, encamped on the first hills
he reached and fortifying his camp'®® with a trench and
palisade awaited the arrival of Tiberius and his forces. In
the meantime he attended carefully to the treatment of his
wound, as he was anxious to be able to take part in the com-
ing battle. Hannibal encamped at a distance of about forty
stades from the enemy. The numerous Celtic population of
the plain, enthusiastically taking up the cause of the Car-
thaginians, kept the camp furnished with abundance of
provisions and were ready to take their part in any of Han-
nibal’s operations or battles.

When the news of the cavalry engagement reached
Rome they were surprised that it had not resulted as they
would have expected, but were in no want of pretexts to
convince themselves that it was not a defeat, some of them
putting it down to the Consul’s rashness and some to wilful
poltroonery on the part of the Celts, assuming this from
their subsequent desertion. But on the whole, as their in-
fantry forces were still unimpaired, their trust in final suc-
cess was likewise undiminished. So that when Tiberius and
his legions arrived and marched through the city,'% the
general opinion was that they had only to show themselves
to decide the battle. On the soldiers, as they had pledged
themselves by oath, assembling at Ariminum, the Consul

103 See the map for it and the battle in WC 1. 398.

104 An error, as this was unconstitutional: Mommsen, Staatsr.
1.63.
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BOOK I1I. 68.13-69.6

put himself at their head and advanced with all speed to
join Publius. When he had done so he encamped with his
own forces near Scipio’s, to refresh his men after their forty
days’ continuous march from Lilybaeum to Ariminum.105
Meanwhile he made all preparations for a battle and had
many close conferences with Scipio, ascertaining the truth
about what had occurred, and discussing the present situa-
tion with him.

_ 69. At about the same time the town of Clastidium!
was betrayed to Hannibal by a native of Brundisium, to
whom the Romans had entrusted it, the garrison and all
the stores of grain falling into his hands. The latter he used
for his present needs, but he took the men he had captured
with him without doing them any hurt, wishing to fur-
nish an example of his disposition, so that those who were
overtaken by adversity should not be terrified and give up
hope of their lives being spared by him. He generously re-
warded the traitor, as he was anxious to win over those in
positions of authority to the Carthaginian cause.

After this, on observing that some of the Celts who
lived between the Trebia and the Po had made alliance
with himself, but were negotiating with the Romans also,
under the idea that thus they would be safe from both, he
dispatched two thousand foot and about a thousand Celtic

105 61.10.
106 Modern Casteggio near Placentia.
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BOOK III. 69.7-69.14

and Numidian horse with orders to raid their country. On
his orders being executed and a large amount of booty se-
cured, the Celts at once came into the Roman camp asking
for help. Tiberius had long been on the lookout for some
ground justifying an active step and now that he had this
pretext sent out the greater part of his cavalry and about a
thousand javelineers on foot. Making all dispatch they met
the enemy beyond the Trebia and on their disputing pos-
session of the booty with them the Celts and Numidians
gave way and began to retire on their own camp. Those in
command of the advanced posts outside the Carthaginian
camp soon understood what had happened and sent out a
covering force to support the fugitives, upon which the
Romans in their turn were put to flight and fell back on
their camp. Tiberius on seeing this ordered out all his
remaining cavalry and javelineers, and when these had
joined the rest, the Celts again gave way and retreated to a
position of safety. The Carthaginian general, as he was not
at this time prepared for a general battle, and took the view
that a decisive engagement should never be undertaken on
any chance pretext and without a definite purpose—as
we must pronounce to be the part of a good general'®—
made the men in retreat halt and face about when they
approached the camp, but he would not allow them to
advance and engage the enemy, calling them back by his
officers and buglers. The Romans after waiting for a short

107 Here and in 70.11 P. speaks as a fellow general about
Hannibal.
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BOOK 11II. 69.14-70.8

time retired after losing a few of their own number, but
inflicting a larger loss on the Carthaginians.

70. Tiberius, elated and overjoyed by his success, was
all eagerness to bring on a decisive battle as soon as possi-
ble. He was, it is true, at liberty to act as he thought best
owing to the illness of Scipio, but wishing to have his col-
league’s opinion he spoke to him on the subject. Scipio’s
view of the situation was just the opposite. He considered
that their legions would be all the better for a winter’s drill-
ing, and that the notoriously treacherous Celts would not
remain loyal to the Carthaginians if the latter were kept in
forced inaction, but would throw them over in their turn.
Besides he hoped himself when his wound was healed to
be of some real service in their joint action.!% On all these
grounds therefore he advised Tiberius to let matters re-
main as they were. Tiberius was quite conscious of the
truth and cogency of all these reasons, but, urged on by his
ambition and with an unreasonable confidence in his for-
tune, he was eager to deliver the decisive blow himself and
did not wish Publius to be able to be present at the battle,
or that the Consuls designate should enter upon office be-
fore all was over—it being now nearly the time for this.
Since, then, he did not choose the time indicated by cir-
cumstances, but his own time, his action was bound to be
mistaken.

108 WC comments on P.’s prejudice against Sempronius.
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BOOK III. 70.9-71.4

Hannibal’s view of the situation was very much the
same as Scipio’s; so that he on the other hand was anxious
to force a battle on the enemy, wishing in the first place to
avail himself of the enthusiasm of the Celts while still
fresh, secondly to encounter the Roman legions while still
newly levied and undrilled, thirdly to fight the battle be-
fore Scipio had recovered, but most of all to be up and do-
ing and not let the time slip away resultlessly. For when a
general has brought his army into a foreign country and is
engaged in such a risky enterprise, his only hope of safety
lies in constantly keeping alive the hopes of his allies.

Such, then, was the purpose of Hannibal, who knew
that Tiberius was sure to be aggressively inclined.

71. He had long ago noticed a place between the two
camps, flat indeed and treeless, but well adapted for an
ambuscade, as it was traversed by a watercourse with steep
banks densely overgrown with brambles and other thorny
plants, and here he proposed to lay a stratagem to surprise
the enemy. It was probable that he would easily elude their
vigilance; for the Romans, while very suspicious of thickly
wooded ground, which the Celts usually chose for their
ambuscades, were not at all afraid of flat and treeless
places, not being aware that they are better adapted than
woods for the concealment and security of an ambush, be-
cause the men can see all round them for a long distance
and have at the same time sufficient cover in most cases.
Any watercourse with a slight bank and reeds or bracken or
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BOOK IIIL. 71.4-71.16

some kind of thorny plants can be made use of to conceal
not only infantry, but even the dismounted horsemen at
times, if a little care be taken to lay shields with conspicu-
ous devices inside uppermost on the ground and hide the
helmets under them. The Carthaginian general now con-
sulted with his brother Mago and the rest of the staff about
the coming battle, and on their all approving of his plan, af-
ter the troops had had their supper, he summoned Mago,
who was still quite young, but full of martial enthusiasm
and trained from boyhood in the art of war, and put un-
der his command a hundred men from the cavalry and
the same number of infantry. During the day he had or-
dered these men, whom he had marked as the most stout-
hearted in his army, to come to his tent after supper. After
addressing them and working up their zeal to the required
pitch, he ordered each of them to pick out ten of the brav-
est men from his own company and to come to a certain
place in the camp known to them. They did as they were
bidden and in the night he sent out the whole force, which
now amounted to a thousand horse and as many foot, to
the ambuscade, furnishing them with guides and giving
his brother orders about the time to attack. At daybreak
he mustered his Numidian horsemen, all men capable
of great endurance, whom he ordered, after having ad-
dressed them and promised certain gifts to those who dis-
tinguished themselves, to ride up to the enemy’s camp, and
crossing the river with all speed to draw out the Romans by
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BOOK 1II. 71.10-72.6

shooting at them, his wish being to get the enemy to fight
him before they had breakfasted or made any prepara-
tions. He then collected the other officers and exhorted
them likewise to battle, and he ordered the whole army to
get their breakfasts and to see to their arms and horses.
72. Tiberius, when he saw the Numidian horse ap-
proaching, sent out at first only his cavalry with orders to
close with the enemy. He next dispatched about six thou-
sand javelineers on foot and then began to move his whole
army out of the camp, thinking that the mere sight of them
would decide the issue, so much confidence did his superi-
ority in numbers and the success of his cavalry on the pre-
vious day give him. The time of year was about the winter
solstice, %% and the day exceedingly cold and snowy, while
the men and horses nearly all left the camp without having
had their morning meal. At first their enthusiasm and ea-
gerness sustained them, but when they had to cross the
Trebia, swollen as it was owing to the rain that had fallen
during the night higher up the valley than where the ar-
mies were, the infantry had great difficulty in crossing, as
the water was breast high. The consequence was that the
whole force suffered much from cold and also from hun-
ger, as the day was now advancing. The Carthaginians, on
the contrary, who had eaten and drunk in their tents and

109 December.
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BOOK III. 72.6-73.1

looked after their horses, were all anointing and arming
themselves round their fires. Hannibal, who was waiting
for his opportunity, when he saw that the Romans had
crossed the river, threw forward as a covering force his
pikemen and slingers about eight thousand in number and
led out his army. After advancing for about eight stades he
drew up his infantry, about twenty thousand in number,
and consisting of Spaniards, Celts, and Africans, in a single
line, while he divided his cavalry, numbering, together
with the Celtic allies, more than ten thousand, and sta-
tioned them on each wing, dividing also his elephants and
placing them in front of the wings so that his flanks were
doubly protected. Tiberius now recalled his cavalry, per-
ceiving that they could not cope with the enemy, as the
Numidians easily scattered and retreated, but afterwards
wheeled round and attacked with great daring—these be-
ing their peculiar tactics. He drew up his infantry in the
usual Roman order. They numbered about sixteen thou-
sand Romans and twenty thousand allies, this being the
strength of their complete army for decisive operations,
when the Consuls chance to be united. Afterwards placing
his cavalry, numbering about four thousand, on each wing
he advanced on the enemy in imposing style marching in
order at a slow step.

73. When they were nearly at close quarters, the light-
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armed troops in the van of each army began the combat,
and here the Romans labored under many disadvantages,
the efficiency of the Carthaginians being much superior,
since the Roman javelineers had had a hard time since day-
break, and had spent most of their missiles in the skirmish
with the Numidians, while those they had left bad been
rendered useless by the continued wet weather. The cav-
alry and the whole army were in much the same state,
whereas just the opposite was the case with the Cartha-
ginians, who, standing in their ranks fresh and in first-rate
condition, were ready to give efficient support wherever it
was required. So when the skirmishers had retired through
the gaps in their line and the heavy-armed infantry met,
the Carthaginian cavalry at once pressed on both flanks of
the enemy, being greatly superior in numbers and in the
condition of themselves and their horses, having, as I ex-
plained above, started quite fresh. When the Roman cav-
alry fell back and left the flanks of the infantry exposed, the
Carthaginian pikemen and the Numidians in a body, dash-
ing past their own troops that were in front of them, fell on
the Romans from both flanks, damaging them severely and
preventing them from dealing with the enemy in their
front. The heavy-armed troops on both sides, who occu-
pied the advanced center of the whole formation, main-
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tained for long a hand-to-hand combat with no advantage
on either side.

74. But now the Numidians.issued from their ambus-
cade and suddenly attacked the enemy’s center from the
rear, upon which the whole Roman army was thrown into
the utmost confusion and distress. At length both of
Tiberins’ wings, hard pressed in front by the elephants and
all round their flanks by the light-armed troops, turned and
were driven by their pursuers back on the river behind
them. After this, while the rear of the Roman center was
suffering heavy loss from the attack of the ambuscade,
those in the van, thus forced to advance, defeated the Celts
and part of the Africans, and after killing many of them
broke through the Carthaginian line. But seeing that both
their flanks had been forced off the field, they despaired of
giving help there and of returning to their camp, afraid as
they were of the very numerous cavalry and hindered by
the river and the force and heaviness of the rain which was
pouring down on their heads. They kept, however, in close
order and retired on Placentia, being not less than ten
thousand in number. Of the remainder the greater part
were killed near the river by the elephants and cavalry, but
the few infantry who escaped and most of the cavalry re-
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BOOK I1I. 74.8-75.4

treated to join the body I just mentioned and with them got
safely into Placentia. The Carthaginian army, after pursu-
ing the enemy as far as the river, being unable to advance
further owing to the storm, returned to their.camp. They
were all highly elated at the result of the battle, regarding
it as a signal success; for very few Africans and Spaniards
had been killed, the chief loss having fallen on the Celts.
They suffered so severely, however, from the rain and the

snow that followed that all the elephants perished except

one, and many men and horses also died of the cold.

75. Tiberius, though well knowing the facts, wished as
far as possible to conceal them from those in Rome, and
therefore sent messengers to announce that a battle had
taken place and that the storm had deprived him of the vic-
tory. The Romans at first gave credence to this news, but
when shortly afterwards they learnt that the Carthaginians
still kept their camp and that all the Celts had gone over to
them, but that their own forces had abandoned their camp
and retreated from the field and were now all collected in
cities, and getting their supplies up from the sea by the
river Po, they quite realized what had been the result of
the battle. Therefore, although they were much taken by
surprise, they adopted all manner of steps to prepare for
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BOOK 11J. 75.4-76.4

the war and especially to protect exposed points, dispatch-
ing legions to Sardinia and Sicily and sending garrisons to
Tarentum and other suitable places, and getting ready also
a fleet of sixty quinqueremes. Gnaeus Servilius and Gaius
Flaminius, the Consuls designate,11% were busy mustering
the allies and enrolling their own legions, sending depots
of supplies at the same time to Ariminum and Etruria
which they meant to be their bases in the campaign. They
also applied for help to Hiero,'*! who sent them five hun-
dred Cretans and a thousand light infantry, and on all sides
they made active preparations. For the Romans both in
public and in private are most to be feared when they stand
in real danger.

76. During this time Gnaeus Cornelius Scipio, who, as I
said,!12 had been left by his brother Publius in command of
the naval forces, sailing from the mouths of the Rhone with
his whole fleet to the place in Spain called Emporium, and
starting from there made a series of landings, reducing by
siege the towns on the coast as far as the Ebro, which re-
fused his advances, but bestowing favors on those which
accepted them and taking all possible precautions for their
safety. After securing all the seaboard places which had
submitted to him he advanced with his whole army into
the interior, having now got together also a considerable

110 They took office on March 1, 217.

111 The king was bound by a treaty to Rome (1.16.9), but inde-
pendent enough to support Carthage against the rebellious mer-
cenaries (1.83.1). RE Hieron 1503-1511 (W. Otto).

112 49 4.
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force of Iberian allies. He won over some of the towns on
the line of his march and subdued others, and when the
Carthaginians who had been left to guard this district un-
der the command of Hanno'* encamped opposite to him
near a city called Cissa, Gnaeus defeated them in a pitched
battle, possessing himself of a large amount of valuable
booty—all the heavy baggage of the army that had set out
for Ttaly having been left under their charge—securing the
alliance of all the tribes north of the Ebro and takirg pris-
oners the Carthaginian general Hanno and the Iberian
general Andobales.!!* The latter was despot of all central
Iberia and a strenuous supporter of the Carthaginians.
Hasdrubal soon got news of the disaster and crossing the
Ebro came to the rescue. Learning that the crews of the
Roman ships had been left behind and were off their guard
and unduly confident owing to the success of the land
forces, he took with him about eight thousand infantry and
athousand cavalry from his own force, and finding the men
from the ships scattered over the country, killed a large
number of them and compelled the remainder to take
refuge on board their vessels. He then retreated, and re-
crossing the Ebro busied himself with fortifying and garri-
soning the places south of the Ebro, passing the winter in
New Carthage. Gnaeus, on rejoining the fleet, inflicted the

113354.

114 Well-known king of the Ilergetai. Later released, he played
a major role in Spain until his death in 205. RE Indibilis 1325~
1327 (F. Miinzer). His brother Mandonius is mentioned repeat-
edly with him.
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BOOK II1. 76.12-77.7

customary penalty!’® on those responsible for what had
happened, and now uniting his land and sea forces went
into winter quarters at Tarraco. By dividing the booty in
equal shares among his soldiers he made them very well
disposed to him and ready to do their best in the future.
77. Such was the state of matters in Spain. In the early
spring Gaius Flaminius with his army advanced through
Etruria and encamped before Arretium,'¢ while Gnaeus
Servilius advanced as far as Ariminum to watch for the in-
vasion of the enemy from that side. Hannibal, who was
wintering in Cisalpine Gaul, kept the Roman prisoners he
had taken in the battle in custody, giving them just suf-
ficient to eat, but to the prisoners from the allies he contin-
ued to show the greatest kindness, and afterwards called a
meeting of them and addressed them, saying that he had
not come to make war on them, but on the Romans for
their sakes and therefore if they were wise they should em-
brace his friendship, for he had come first of all to reestab-
lish the liberty of the peoples of Italy and also to help them
to recover the cities and territories of which the Romans
had deprived them. Having spoken so, he dismissed them
all to their homes without ransom, his aim in doing so be-
ing both to gain over the inhabitants of Italy to his own
cause and to alienate their affections from Rome, provok-

115 The decimatio as described in 6.38. RE decimatio 2272 (O.

Fiebiger).
116 Arezzo.
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BOOK III. 77.7-78.7

ing at the same time to revolt those who thought their
cities or harbors had suffered damage by Roman rule.

78. During this winter he also adopted a truly Punic
artifice. Fearing the treachery of the Celts and possible
attempts on his life, owing to his establishment of the
friendly relations with them being so very recent, he had a
number of wigs made, dyed to suit the appearance of per-
sons differing widely in age, and kept constantly changing

.them, at the same time also dressing in a style that suited
the wig, so that not only those who had seen him but for a
moment, but even his familiars found difficulty in recog-
nizing him.

Observing that the Celts were dissatisfied at the prose-
cution of the war in their own territory, but were eagerly
looking forward to an invasion of that of the enemy, pro-
fessedly owing to their hatred of the Romans, but as a fact
chiefly in hope of booty, he decided to be on the move as
soon as possible and satisfy the desire of his troops. As
soon, then, as the weather began to change!'” he ascer-
tained by inquiring from those who knew the country best
that the other routes for invading the Roman territory
were both long and obvious to the enemy, but that the road
through the marshes to Etruria’ '8 was difficult indeed but
expeditious and calculated to take Flaminius by surprise.
As he was by nature always inclined to such expedients, he

117 Hannibal seems to have left camp in May.
118 Probably the route from Bologna to Pistoia.
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BOOK III. 78.8-79.6

decided to march by this road. When the news spread in
the camp that the general was going to lead them through
marshes, everyone was very reluctant to start, imagining
that there would be deep bogs and quagmires.

79. But Hannibal had made careful inquiries, and hav-
ing ascertained that the water on the ground they would
have to pass over was shallow and the bottom solid, broke
up his quarters and started, placing in the van the Africans
and Spaniards and all the most serviceable portion of his
army, intermingling the baggage train with them, so that
for the present they might be kept supplied with food. For
as regards the future he did not trouble himself about the
pack animals at all, as he calculated that on reaching the
enemy’s country he would, if defeated, have no need of
provisions, and if he gained command of the open country
would be in no want of supplies. Behind the troops I men-
tioned he placed the Celts and in the extreme rear his cav-
alry, leaving his brother Mago in charge of the rearguard.
This course he took for various reasons, but chiefly owing
to the softness and aversion to labor of the Celts, so that if,
owing to the hardships they suffered, they tried to turn
back Mago could prevent them by falling on them with his
cavalry. The Spaniards and Africans for their part, as the
marshes were still firm when they marched over them, got
across without suffering seriously, being all inured to fa-
tigue and accustomed to such hardships, but the Celts not
only progressed with difficulty, the marshes being now cut
up and trodden down to some depth, but were much fa-
tigued and distressed by the severity of the task, being
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BOOK III. 79.7-80.3

quite unused to suffering of the kind. They were pre-
vented, however, from turning back by the cavalry in their
rear. All the army, indeed, suffered much, and chiefly from
want of sleep, as they had to march through water for four
days''® and three nights continuously, but the Celts were
much more worn out and lost more men than the rest.
Most of the pack animals fell and perished in the mud, the
only service they rendered being that when they fell the
men piled the packs on their bodies and lay upon them, be-
ing thus out of the water and enabled to snatch a little sleep
during the night. Many of the horses also lost their hooves
by the continuous march through the mud. Hannibal him-
self on the sole remaining elephant got across with much
difficulty and suffering, being in great pain from a severe
attack of ophthalmia, which finally led to the loss of one
eye as he had no time to stop and apply any treatment to it,
the circumstances rendering that impossible.

80. Having thus almost beyond expectation crossed the
marshes, and, finding that Flaminius was encamped in
Etruria before the city of Arretium, he pitched his camp
for the present at the edge of the marshes, with the view of
refreshing his forces and getting information about the en-
emy and about the country in front of him. On learning
that this country promised a rich booty, and that Flaminius
was a thorough mob-courtier and demagogue,'?” with no

119 Not to be taken literally.
120 The same bias toward Flaminius as in 2.21.8.
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BOOK III. 80.3-81.5

talent for the practical conduct of war and exceedingly
self-confident withal, he calculated that if he passed by the
Roman army and advanced into.the country in his front,
the Consul would on the one hand never look on while he
laid it waste for fear of being jeered at by his soldiery; and
on the other hand he would be so grieved that he would be
ready to follow anywhere, in his anxiety to gain the coming
victory himself without waiting for the arrival of his col-
league. From all this he concluded that Flaminius would
give him plenty of opportunities of attacking him.

81. And all this reasoning on his part was very wise
and sound. For there is no denying that he who thinks
that there is anything more essential to a general than the
knowledge of his opponent’s principles and character, is
both ignorant and foolish. For as in combats between man
and man and rank and rank, he who means to conquer
must observe how best to attain his aim, and what naked or
unprotected part of the enemy is visible, so he who is in
command must try to see in the enemy’s general not what
part of his body is exposed, but what are the weak spots
that can be discovered in his mind. For there are many
men who, owing to indolence and general inactivity, bring
to utter ruin not only the welfare of the state but their pri-
vate fortunes as well; while there are many others so fond
of wine that they cannot even go to sleep without fuddling
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BOOK IIL 81.6-82.1

themselves with drink; and some, owing to their abandon-
ment to venery and the consequent derangement of their
minds, have not only ruined their countries and their for-
tunes but brought their lives to a shameful end. But cow-
ardice and stupidity are vices which, disgraceful as they
are in private to those who have them, are when found in a
general the greatest of public calamities. For not only do
they render his army inefficient but often expose those
who confide in him to the greatest perils. Rashness on the
other hand on his part and undue boldness and blind an-
ger, as well as vaingloriousness and conceit, are easy to be
taken advantage of by his enemy and are most dangerous
to his friends; for such a general is the easy victim of all
manner of plots, ambushes, and cheatery. Therefore the
leader who will soonest gain a decisive victory, is he who is
able to perceive the faults of others, and to choose that
manner and means of attacking the enemy which will take
full advantage of the weaknesses of their commander. For
just as a ship if deprived of its pilot will fall with its whole
crew into the hands of the enemy, so the general who is his
opponent’s master in strategy and reasoning may often
capture his whole army.

Andin this case too, as Hannibal had correctly foreseen
and reckoned on the conduct of Flaminius, his plan had
the success he expected.

82. For as soon as he left the neighborhood of Faesulae
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BOOK IiI. 82.1-82.9

and advancing a short way beyond the Roman camp in-
vaded the country in front of him, Flaminius swelled with
fury and resentment, thinking that the enemy were treat-
ing him with contempt. And when very soon they began to
lay waste the country, and the smoke rising from all quar-
ters told its tale of destruction, he was still more indignant,
regarding this as insufferable. So that when some of his of-
ficers gave it as their opinion that he should not instantly
pursue and engage the enemy, but remain on his guard and
beware of their numerous cavalry, and when they espe-
cially urged him to wait until his colleague joined him and
to give battle with all their united legions, he not only paid
no attention to the advice, but could not listen with pa-
tience to those who offered it, begging them to consider
what would be said in Rome if, while the country was
laid waste almost up to the walls, the army remained en-
camped in Etruria in the rear of the enemy. Finally, with
these words, he broke up his camp, and advanced with his
army, utterly regardless of time or place, but bent only on
falling in with the enemy, as if victory were a dead cer-
tainty. He had even inspired the people with such con-
fident hopes that the soldiery were outnumbered by the
rabble that followed him for the sake of the booty, bringing
chains, fetters, and other such implements.

Hannibal in the meantime while advancing on Rome
through Etruria, with the city of Cortona and its hills on his
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BOOK 1II. 82.9-83.7

left and the Trasimene lake on his right, continued to burm
and devastate the country on his way, with the view of pro-
voking the enemy. When he saw Flaminius already ap-
proaching him and had also observed a position favorable
for his purpose, he made his plans for battle.

83. The road led through a narrow strip of level ground
with a range of high hills on each side of it lengthwise. This
defile was overlooked in front crosswise by a steep hill dif-
ficult to climb, and behind it lay the lake, between which
and the hill side the passage giving access to the defile
was quite narrow. Hannibal coasting the lake and passing
through the defile occupied himself the hill in front, en-
camping on it with his Spaniards and Africans; his slingers
and pikemen he brought round from the vanguard by a de-
tour and stationed them in an extended line under the hills
to the right of the defile, and similarly taking his cavalry
and the Celts round the hills on the left he placed themina
continuous line under these hills, so that the last of them
were just at the entrance to the defile, lying between the
hillside and the lake.

Having made all these preparations during the night
and thus encompassed the defile with troops waiting in
ambush, Hannibal remained quiet. Flaminius was follow-
ing close on his steps impatient to overtake him. He had
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BOOK 1II. 83.7-84.7

encamped!?! the night before at a very late hour close to
the lake itself; and next day as soon as it was dawn he led his
vanguard along the lake to the above-mentioned defile,
with the view of coming in touch with the enemy.

84. It was an unusually misty morning, and Hannibal, as
soon as the greater part of the enemy’s column had entered
the defile and when the head was already in contact with
him, giving the signal for battle and sending notice to those
in the ambuscades, attacked the Romans from all sides at
the same time. The sudden appearance of the enemy took
Flaminius completely by surprise, and as the condition of
the atmosphere rendered it very difficult to see, and their
foes were charging down on them in so many places from
higher ground, the Roman Centurions and Tribunes were
not only unable to take any effectual measures to set things
right, but could not even understand what was happening.
They were charged at one and the same instant from the
front, from the rear, and from the flanks, so that most of
them were cut to pieces in marching order as they were
quite unable to protect themselves, and, as it were, be-
trayed by their commander’s lack of judgment. For while
they were still occupied in considering what was best to do,
they were being slaughtered without realizing how. Fla-
minius himself, who was in the utmost dismay and dejec-
tion, was here attacked and slain by certain Celts. So there
fell in the valley about fifteen thousand of the Romans, un-

121 For his camp and the site of the battle see the map in WC 1.
416 and pp. 415-418.
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BOOK III. 84.7-84.14

able either to yield to circumstances, or to achieve any-
thing, but deeming it, as they had been brought up to do,
their supreme duty not to fly or quit their ranks. Those
again who had been shut in between the hillside and the
lake perished in a shameful and still more pitiable manner.
For when they were forced into the lake in a mass, some of
them quite lost their wits and trying to swim in their armor
were drowned, but the greater number, wading into the
lake as far as they could, stood there with only their heads
out of the water, and when the cavalry approached them,
and death stared them in the face, though lifting up their
hands and entreating to be spared in the most piteous
terms, they were finally dispatched either by the enemy or
by encouraging each other 1o kill themselves. About six
thousand of those in the defile, who had defeated the en-
emy in their front, were unable to render any assistance to
their own army or to get to the rear of their adversaries, as
they could see nothing of what was happening, although
they might have been of very material service. They simply
continued to press forward in the belief that they were sure
to meet with someone until they found themselves isolated
on the high ground and on reaching the crest of the hill,
the mist having now broken, they perceived the extent of
the disaster, but were no longer able to help, as the enemy
were now completely victorious and in occupation of all
the ground. They therefore retired in a body to a certain
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BOOKIII. 84.14-85.6

Etruscan village. After the battle, on Maharbal'?? being
sent by the general with the Spaniards and pikemen to sur-
round the village, finding themselves beset by a complica-
tion of dangers they laid down their arms and surrendered
on condition of their lives being spared.

Such was the result of the battle in Etruria between the
Romans and Carthaginians.

85. Hannibal, when the prisoners who had surrendered
on terms as well as the others were brought to him, as-
sembled the whole body, more than fifteen thousand in
number, and after informing them in the first place that
Maharbal had no authority without consulting him to prom-
ise the former their safety, launched out into an invective
against the Romans, and at the end of it distributed such of
the prisoners as were Romans among his troops to keep
guard over, and setting all the allies free, sent them to their
homes, adding, as on a previous occasion,!? that he was
not come to fight with the Italians, but with the Romans for
the freedom of Ttaly. He now allowed his own troops to rest
and paid the last honors to those of the highest rank among
the fallen, about thirty in number, his whole loss having
been about fifteen hundred, most of them Celts. After this
he consulted with his brother and friends as to where and
how it was best to deliver his attack, being now quite con-
fident of final success.

122 RE Maharbal 523-524 (V. Ehrenberg).
123774,
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BOOK III. 85.7-86.3

On the news of the defeat reaching Rome the chiefs of
the state were unable to conceal or soften down the facts,
owing to the magnitude of the calamity, and were obliged
to summon a meeting of the commons and announce it.
When the Praetor therefore from the Rostra said, “We
have been defeated in a great battle,” it produced such
consternation that to those who were present on both oc-
casions the disaster seemed much greater now than during
the actual battle. And this was quite natural; for since for
many years they had had no experience of the word or fact
of avowed defeat, they could not bear the reverse with
moderation and dignity. This was not, however, the case
with the Senate, which remained self-possessed, taking
thought for the future as to what should be done by every-
one, and how best to do it.

86. At the time of the battle Gnaeus Servilius, the Con-
sul in command in the district of Ariminum (the district
that is on the coast of the Adriatic where the plain of
Cisalpine Gaul joins the rest of Italy not far from the
mouths of the river Po), hearing that Hannibal had in-
vaded Etruria and was encamped opposite Flaminius,
formed the project of joining the latter with his whole
army, but as this was impossible owing to the weight of his
forces he dispatched Gaius Centenius!?! at once in ad-
vance, giving him four thousand horse, intending them, if

124 MRR 1. 245
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BOOK III. 86.3-86.11

the situation were critical, to press on and arrive before
himself. When, after the battle, news reached Hannibal of
the approach of these reinforcements, he sent off Mahar-
bal with the pikemen and part of the cavalry. Encountering
Gaius, they killed about half of his force in their first attack,
and pursuing the others to a hill, made them all prisoners
on the following day. Three days after the news of the great
battle had reached Rome, and just when throughout the
city the sore, so to speak, was most violently inflamed,
came the tidings of this fresh disaster, and now not only the
populace but the Senate too were thrown into consterna-
tion. Abandoning therefore the system of government by
magistrates elected annually they decided to deal with the
present situation more radically, thinking that the state of
affairs and the impending peril demanded the appoint-
ment of a single general with full powers.

Hannibal, now fully assured of success, dismissed the
idea of approaching Rome for the present, but began to
ravage the country unmolested, advancing towards the
Adriatic. Passing through Umbria and Picenum he reached
the coast on the tenth day, having possessed himself of so
large an amount of booty that his army could not drive or
carry it all off and having killed a number of people on his
road. For, as at the capture of cities by assault, the order
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BOOK III. 86.11-87.6

had been given to put to the sword all adults who fell into
their hands, Hannibal acting thus owing to his inveterate
hatred of the Romans.

87. He now encamped near the Adriatic in a country
abounding in all kinds of produce, and paid great attention
to recruiting the health of his men as well as of his horses
by proper treatment. In consequence of the cold from
which they had suffered while wintering in the open in
Gaul, combined with their being unable to get the friction
with oil to which they were accustomed, and owing also to
the hardships of the subsequent march through the
marshes, nearly all the horses as well as the men had been
attacked by scurvy and its evil results. So that, now he was
in occupation of such a rich country, he built up his horses
and restored the physical and mental condition of his men.
He also rearmed the Africans in the Roman fashion with
select weapons, being, as he now was, in possession of a
very large quantity of captured arms. He also sent at this
time messengers to Carthage by sea with the news of what
had happened, this being the first ime he had come in
touch with the sea since he invaded Italy. The news was
received with great rejoicing by the Carthaginians, who
hastened to take steps to support in every possible manner
the two campaigns in Ttaly and in Spain.

The Romans had appointed as Dictator Quintus Fa-
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BOOK III. 87.6-88.4

bius,'?® 3 man of admirable judgment and great natural
gifts, so much so that still in my own day the members of
this family bear the name of Maximus, “Greatest,” owing
to the achievements and success of this man 126 A dictator
differs from the Consuls in these respects, that while each
of the Consuls is attended by twelve lictors, the Dictator
has twenty-four, and that while the Consuls require in
many matters the cooperation of the Senate, the Dictator

-is a general with absolute powers, all the magistrates in

Rome, except the Tribunes, ceasing to hold office!?” on his
appointment. However, I will deal with this subject in
greater detail later.!?8 At the same time they appointed
Marcus Minucius'?® Master of the Horse. The Master of
the Horse is subordinate to the Dictator but becomes
as it were his successor when the Dictator is otherwise
occupied.

88. Hannibal now shifting his camp from time to time
continued to remain in the country near the Adriatic, and
by bathing his horses with old wine, of which there was
abundance, he thoroughly set right their mangy condition.
In like manner he completely cured his wounded, and
made the rest of his men sound in body and ready to per-
form cheerfully the services that would be required of
them. After passing through and devastating the territo-
ries of Praetutia, Hadriana, Marrucina, and Frentana he
marched on towards lapygia. This province is divided

125 MRR 1. 243. 126 Untrue: the cognomen was inher-
ited from the consul of 322.

127 Untrue: they all continued to serve under the dictator.

128 This is lost.

129 MRR 1. 243.
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BOOK I11. 88.4-89.2

among three peoples, the Daunii, Peucetii and Messapil,
and it was the territory of the Daunii that Hannibal first
invaded. Starting from Luceria, 2 Roman colony'® in this
district, he laid waste the surrounding country. He next
encamped near Vibinum!®! and overran the territory of
Argyripa and plundered all Daunia unopposed.

At the same time Fabius on his appointment, after sac-
rificing to.the gods, also took the field with his colleague
.and the four legions which had been raised for the emer-
gency. Joining near Narnia the army from Ariminum, he
relieved Gnaeus the present general of his corumand on
land and sent him with an escort to Rome with orders to
take the steps that circumstances called for should the
Carthaginians make any naval movements. Himself with
his Master of the Horse taking the whole army under his
command, he encamped opposite the Carthaginians near
Aecae about six miles from the enemy.

89. When he learnt that Fabius had arrived, Hannibal,
wishing to strike such a blow as would effectually cow the
enemy, led his forces out and drew them up in order of bat-
tle at a short distance from the Roman camp, but after
waiting some time, as nobody came out to meet him, he re-
tired again to his own camp. For Fabius, having deter-
mined not to expose himself to any risk or to venture on a
battle, but to make the safety of the army under his com-

130 Since 314.
131 Modern Bovino.
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BOOK I1I. 89.3-90.2

mand his first and chief aim, adhered steadfastly to his pur-
pose. At first, it is true, he was despised for this, and gave
people occasion to say that he was playing the coward and
was in deadly fear of an engagement, but as time went on,
he forced everyone to confess and acknowledge that it was
impossible for anyone to deal with the present situation in
a more sensible and prudent manner. Very soon indeed
facts testified to the wisdom of his conduct, and this was no
.wonder. For the enemy’s forces had been trained in actual
warfare constantly from their earliest youth, they had a
general who had been brought up together with them and
was accustomed from childhood to operations in the field,
they had won many battles in Spain and had twice in suc-
cession beaten the Romans and their allies, and what was
most important, they had cast to the winds everything else,
and their only hope of safety lay in victory. The circum-
stances of the Roman army were the exact opposite, and
therefore Fabius was not able to meet the enemy in a gen-
eral battle, as it would evidently result in a reverse, but on
due consideration he fell back on those means in which the
Romans had the advantage, confined himself to these, and
regulated his conduct of the war thereby. These advan-
tages of the Romans lay in inexhaustible supplies of provi-
sions and men.

90. He, therefore, during the period which followed
continued to move parallel to the enemy, always occupying
in advance the positions which his knowledge of the coun-
try told him were the most advantageous. Having always
a plentiful store of provisions in his rear he never allowed
his soldiers to forage or to straggle from the camp on any
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BOOK III. 90.2-90.9

pretext, but keeping them continually massed together
watched for such opportunities as time and place afforded.
In this manner he continued totake or kill numbers of the
enemy, who despising him had strayed far from their own
camp in foraging. He acted so in order, on the one hand, to
keep in reducing the strictly limited numbers of the en-
emy, and, on the other, with the view of gradually strength-
ening and restoring by partial successes the spirits of his
.own troops, broken as they were by the general reverses.
He was, however, not at all disposed to respond to the en-
emy’s challenge and meet him in a set battle. But all this
much displeased his colleague Marcus, who, echoing the
popular verdict, ran down Fabius to all for his craven and
slow conduct of the campaign, while he himself was most
eager to risk a battle.

The Carthaginians, after ravaging the country I men-
tioned, crossed the Apennines and descended into the ter-
ritory of the Samnites, which was very fertile and had not
for long been visited by war, so that they had such abun-
dance of provisions that they could not succeed either in
using or in destroying all their booty. They also overran the
territory of Beneventum,'?? a Roman colony, and took the
city of Venusia,'?? which was unwalled and full of all man-
ner of property. The Romans continued to hang on their
rear at a distance of one or two days’ march, refusing to
approach nearer and engage the enemy. Hannibal, conse-

132 Roman colony in 268, with change of name from Male-
ventum.
133 See WC 1. 424.
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BOOK I1i. 90.10-91.5

quently, seeing that Fabius, while obviously wishing to
avoid a battle, had no intention at all of withdrawing alto-
gether from the open country, made a bold dash at Faler-
num in the plain of Capua,'* counting with certainty on
one of two alternatives: either he would compel the enemy
to fight or make it plain to everybody that he was win-
ning and that the Romans were abandoning the country to
him. Upon this happening he hoped that the towns would
‘be much impressed and hasten to throw off their alle-
giance to Rome. For up to now, although the Romans had
been beaten in two battles, not a single Italian city had
revolted to the Carthaginians, but all remained loyal, al-
though some suffered much. From which one may esti-
mate the awe and respect that the allies felt for the Roman
state.

91. Hannibal, however, had sufficient reason for reck-
oning as he did. The plain round Capua is the most cele-
brated in all Ttaly, both for its fertility and beauty and prox-
imity to the sea, and because it is served by those seaports
at which voyages to Italy from nearly all parts of the world
land. It also contains the most celebrated and finest cities
in Italy. On the coast lie Sinuessa, Cumae, % and Dicaear-
chea, and following on these Naples and finally Nuceria. In
the interior we find on the north Cales and Teanum and

134 The ager Falernus, ceded by Capua to Rome in 340.

135 Cumae, Dicaearchea, and Neapolis are all Greek colonies;
the first two had fallen to the Oscans. RE Kyme 2476-2478 (J.
Weiss), RE Puteoli 2036-2060 (W. Frederiksen), and RE Neapolis
2112-2122 (H. Philipp).
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BOOK 111. 91.6-92.4

east and south the Daunii and Nolani, while in the very
middle of the plain les Capua, once the wealthiest of
all (these) cities. The mythical tale concerning this plain,
and other celebrated plains which like it are called Phle-
graean,'3% has indeed much semblance of probability; for it
was quite natural that they should have been a special
cause of strife among the gods owing to their beauty and
fertility. Besides the above advantages the whole plain of
Capua is strongly protected by nature and difficult of ap-
proach, being completely surrounded on one side by the
sea and for the greater part by lofty mountain ranges,
through which there are only three passes from the inte-
rior, all of them narrow and difficult, one from Sammnium,
the second from Latium, and the third from the country of
the Hirpini. The Carthaginians, then, by quartering them-
selves in this plain made of it a kind of theater, in which
they were sure to create a deep impression on all by their
unexpected appearance, giving a spectacular exhibition of
the timidity of their enemy and themselves demonstrating
indisputably that they were in command of the country.
92. Such being Hannibal’s anticipations, he left Sam-
nium and traversing the pass near the hill called Eribianus
encamped beside the river Athyrnus, which approximately
cuts this plain in half. Establishing his camp on the side of
the river towards Rome he overran and plundered the
whole plain unmolested. Fabius, though taken aback by
the audacity of this stroke on the part of the enemy, contin-
ued all the more to adhere to his deliberate plan. But his

136 The campi Phlegraei, originally the plain of Pallene in
Chalcidice, from where the name was transferred to various

places, among them the Campanian plain.
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BOOK III. 92.4-92.11

colleague Marcus and all the tribunes and centurions in his
army, thinking they had caught Hannibal famously, urged
him to make all haste to reach the plain and not allow the
finest part of the country to be devastated. Fabius did be-
stir himself to reach the district, sharing in so far the view
of the more eager and venturesome spirits, but when he
came in view of the enemy on approaching Falernum,
while moving along the hills parallel to them so as not to
appear to the allies to be abandoning the open country,
he did not bring his army down into the plain, avoiding
a general action both for the above-mentioned reasons
and because the Carthaginians were obviously much his
superiors in cavalry.

Hannibal, having thus done his best to provoke the
Romans by laying the whole plain waste, found himself in
possession of a huge amount of booty and decided to with-
draw, as he wished not to waste the booty, but to secure it
in such a place which would also serve as his winter quar-
ters, so that his army should not only fare sumptuously for
the present, but continue to have abundance of provi-
sions. Fabius, divining that his plan was to retire by the
same pass by which he had entered, and seeing that ow-
ing to its narrowness the place was exceedingly favorable
for delivering an attack, stationed about four thousand
men at the actual pass, bidding them act at the proper time
with all spirit, while availing themselves fully of the advan-
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BOOK I111.92.11-93.7

tage of the ground. He himself with the greater part of his
army encamped on a hill in front of the pass and overlook-
ing it.137 ‘

93. When the Carthaginians arrived and made their
camp on the level ground just under the hill, Fabius
thought that at least he would be able to carry away their
booty without their disputing it and possibly even to put an
end to the whole campaign owing to the great advantage
his position gave him. He was in fact entirely occupied in
considering at what point and how he should avail himself
of local conditions, and with what troops he should attack,
and from which direction. But while the enemy were mak-
ing these preparations for next day, Hannibal, conjectur-
ing that they would act so, gave them no time or leisure to
develop their plan, but summoning Hasdrubal, who was in
command of the Army Service, ordered him to get as many
fagots as possible of any kind of dry wood made promptly
and to collect in the front of the camp about two thousand
of the strongest plough oxen among all the captured stock.
When this had been done, he collected the army servants
and pointed out to them a rise in the ground between his
own camp and the pass through which he was about to
march. For this eminence he ordered them to drive the
oxen whenever they received the word as furiously as they
could till they reached the top. He next ordered all his men
to get their supper and retire to rest early. When the third
watch of the night was nearly over he led out the army
servants and ordered them to bind the fagots to the horns

137 See the map in WC 1. 428.
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BOOK III. 93.8-94.4

of the oxen. This was soon done as there were plenty of
hands, and he now bade them light all the fagots and drive
the oxen up to the ridge. Placing his pikemen behind these
men, he ordered them to help the drivers up to a certain
point, but as soon as the animals were well started on their
career, to run along on each side of them and keep them
together, making for the higher ground. They were then to
occupy the ridge, so that if the enemy advanced to any part
of it, they might meet and attack him. At the same time he
himself with his heavy-armed troops in front, next them his
cavalry, next the captured cattle, and finally the Spaniards
and Celts, made for the narrow gorge of the pass.

94. The Romans who were guarding the gorge, as soon
as they saw the lights advancing up the slope, thinking that
Hannibal was pressing on rapidly in that direction, left the
narrow part of the pass and advanced to the hill to meet the
enemy. But when they got near the oxen they were entirely
puzzled by the lights, fancying that they were about to en-
counter something much more formidable than the real-
ity. When the pikemen came up, both forces skirmished
with each other for a short time, and then when the oxen
rushed in among them they drew apart and remained on
the heights waiting until day should break, not being able
to understand what was the matter. Fabius, partly because
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BOOK III. 94.4-94.10

he was at a loss to know what was occurring, and as Homer
says, deeming it to be a trick, and partly because he ad-
hered to his former resolve not to risk or hazard a gen-
eral engagement, remained quiet in his camp waiting for
daylight. Meanwhile Hannibal, whose plan had been en-
tirely successful, brought his army and all his booty safely
through the gorge, those who had been guarding the dif-
ficult passage having quitted their post. When at daybreak
he saw the Romans on the hill drawn up opposite his pike-
men, he sent there some Spaniards as a reinforcement. At-
tacking the Romans they killed about a thousand and easily
relieved and brought down their own light infantry.
Hannibal, having thus effected his retirement from the
Falernian plain, remained now safely in camp and began
to take thought where and how he should establish his win-
ter quarters. He had spread great terror and perplexity
through all the cities and peoples of Italy. Fabius, though
generally reproached for his craven conduct in letting the
enemy escape from such a situation, still did not abandon
his policy. But a few days afterwards he was compelled to
leave for Rome to perform certain sacrifices and handed
over his legions to his Master of the Horse, enjoining on
him strictly, in taking leave, not to attach so much impor-
tance to damaging the enemy as to avoiding disaster for
himself. Marcus, instead of paying any attention to this ad-
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BOOK I1I. 94.10-95.6

vice, was, even while Fabius was tendering it, entirely
wrapped up in the project of risking a great battle.

95. Such was the position of affairs in Italy. Contempo-
raneously with these events Hasdrubal, the Carthaginian
commander in Spain,}* after fitting out during the winter
the thirty ships his brother had left him, and manning ten
others, put out at the beginning of summer from New
Carthage with his fleet of forty decked ships, appointing
Hamilcar his admiral. At the same time he collected his
troops from their winter quarters and took the field. His
fleet sailed close to the shore and his army marched along
the beach, his object being to halt with both forces near the
Ebro. Gnaeus,'®® copjecturing that this was the plan of
the Carthaginians, first of all designed to quit his winter
quarters and meet them both by land and sea, but on learn-
ing the strength of their forces and the extensive scale of
their preparations he renounced the project of meeting
them by Jand, and manning thirty-five ships and embark-
ing on them as marines the men from his army most suited
for this service, appeared off the Ebro the day after sail-
ing from Tarraco. Anchoring at a distance of about eighty

138 P. continues where he left off in 76.13.
139 MRR 1.247 n. 10 for Scipio’s position.
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BOOK III. 95.6-96.5

stades from the enemy be sent on two swift Massaliot ships
to reconnoitre, for these used to head the line both in sail-
ing and in battle, and there was absolutely no service they
were not ready to render. Indeed if any people have given
generous support to the Romans it is the people of Mar-
seilles'®” both on many subsequent occasions and espe-
cially in the Hannibalic War. When the scouts reported
that the enemy’s fleet was anchored off the mouth of the
river, he weighed anchor and advanced rapidly, wishing to
fall upon them suddenly.

96. Hasdrubal, to whom his lookout men had given
early notice of the approach of the enemy, drew up his land
forces on the beach and ordered his crews to embark. The
Romans being now close at hand, he gave the signal for
battle, having decided on a naval action. The Carthagin-
ians on meeting the enemy contested the victory only for a
short time and then began to give way. For the covering
military force on the beach did not benefit them so much
by the confidence it inspired as it damaged them by ensur-
ing an easy and safe retreat. After losing two ships with all
their crews and the oars and marines of four others, they
fell back on the shore. On the Romans pursuing them
vigorously they ran their ships aground and leaping out of

140 The city, founded c. 600 by Greeks from the Ionian city of
Phocaea, had been instrumental in alerting Rome to the danger
from the Barcid family in Spain. The Massaliotai remained loyal
supporters of Rome against Hannibal.
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BOOK III. 96.6-96.13

them took refuge with the troops. The Romans very boldly
approached the shore, and taking in tow such ships as were
in a condition to float, sailed off in high spirits, having
beaten the enemy at the first onslaught, established their
supremacy at sea and possessed themselves of five and
twenty of the enemy’s ships.'4

Owing to this success the prospects of the Romans in
Spain began thenceforth to look brighter. But the Cartha-
ginians, on the news of their defeat, at once manned and
dispatched seventy ships, regarding the command of the
sea as necessary for all their projects. These ships touched
first at Sardinia and then at Pisa in Italy, the commander
believing they would meet Hannibal there, but on learning
that the Romans had at once put to sea from Rome itself
with a hundred and twenty quinqueremes to attack them,
they sailed back again to Sardinia and thence to Carthage.
Gnaeus Servilius,'*? the commander of this Roman fleet,
followed up the Carthaginians for a certain distance, be-
lieving he would overtake them, but on being left a long
way behind, he gave up the chase. He first of all put in at
Lilybaeum in Sicily and afterwards sailed to the African is-
land of Cercina,*? which he quitted after receiving from
the inhabitants a sum of money on condition of his not lay-
ing the country waste. On his return voyage he possessed

141 Scipio’s victory at the Ebro naval battle. Such a battle is de-
scribed in a long papyrus fragment from Sosylus (for whom see
20.5), in which, as in P., the Massaliotai are praised for their valor,
FGrH 176, F 1. It may be this battle, but Jacoby in his commen-
tary is skeptical.

142 MRR 1.242.

143 In the lesser Syrtes.
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BOOK III. 96.13-97.5

himself of the island of Cossyrus,'#* and leaving a garrison
in the small town returned to Lilybaeum. After laying up
his fleet in harbor there, he very shortly went off to join the
land forces. _

97. The Senate on hearing of Gnaeus Scipio’s success in
the naval battle, thinking it advantageous or rather impera-
tive not to neglect the affairs of Spain but to keep up the
pressure on the Carthaginians and increase their forces,
got ready twenty ships, and placing them, as they had origi-
nally decided,'5 under the command of Publius Scipio,
dispatched him at once to join his brother Gnaeus and
operate in Spain together with him. For they were very
apprehensive lest the Carthaginians should master that
country, and, collecting abundance of supplies and sol-
diers, make a more serious effort to regain the command of
the sea and thus support the invasion of Italy by sending
troops and money to Hannibal. Treating this war, then,
also as of great moment they dispatched Publius with his
fleet, and on reaching Iberia and joining his brother he
rendered great service in their joint operations. For the
Romans, who had never before dared to cross the Ebro,
but had been content with the friendship and alliance of
the peoples on its north bank, now crossed it, and for the
first time ventured to aim at acquiring dominion on the
other side, chance also greatly contributing to advance
their prospects in the following manner.

144 Modern Pantelleria, part of the Roman province Sicilia.
145 40.2.
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BOOK III. 97.6-98.5

When after overawing the Iberian tribes dwelling near
the crossing of the Ebro they reached Saguntum, they en-
camped at a distance of about five miles from the town
near the temple of Venus, choosing a place well situated
both as regards security from the enemy and facility for ob-
taining supplies from the sea, since their fleet was coasting
down together with them.

98. Here a remarkable development of events oc-
curred. When Hannibal was starting on his march for Italy
he took as hostages from those cities in Iberia on which he
did not rely the sons of their principal men, and all these
he placed in Saguntum owing to the strength of the place
and the loyalty of the officers he left in charge of it. Now
there was a certain Iberian named Abilyx, second to none
in Iberia in rank and wealth and with the reputation of be-
ing more devoted and loyal to the Carthaginians than any-
one else. Reviewing the situation and thinking that the
prospects of the Romans were now the brightest, he rea-
soned with himself in a manner thoroughly Spanish and
barbarian on the question of betraying the hostages. For,
being convinced that if he both rendered the Romans a
timely service and gave them proof of his good faith, he
would become very influential with them, he formed the
scheme of playing the traitor to the Carthaginians and
handing over the hostages to the Romans. The Cartha-
ginian general, Bostar, whom Hasdrubal had sent to op-
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BOOK III. 98.5-98.10

pose the Romans if they tried to cross the Ebro, but who
had not ventured to do so, had now retreated and en-
camped between Saguntum and the sea. Abilyx, perceiv-
ing that he was of a guileless and mild disposition and
placed full confidence in himself, approached him on the
subject of the hostages, saying that now the Romans had
once crossed the river it was no longer possible for the
Carthaginians to control the Iberians by fear, but that pres-
ent circumstances required the goodwill of all the subject
peoples. So now, when the Romans had approached and
were encamped close to Saguntum and the city was in dan-
ger, if he brought the hostages out and restored them to
their parents and cities, he would in the first place frustrate
the ambitious project of the Romans, who were bent on
taking just the same step if they got the hostages into their
hands, and further he would elicit the gratitude of all the
Iberians to the Carthaginians by thus foreseeing the future
and taking thought for the safety of the hostages. This act
of grace, he said, would be very much enhanced, if Bostar
would let him take the matter in hand personally. Forin re-
storing the children to the cities not only would he gain
him the goodwill of their parents but that of the mass of the
people, by thus bringing actually before their eyes this evi-
dence of the magnanimous conduct of Carthage toward
her allies. He told Bostar also that he could count on nu-
merous presents to himself from those to whom their chil-
dren were returned; for each and all, on thus unexpectedly
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BOOK 111. 98.10-99.7

receiving back their dearest, would vie with each other in
heaping benefits on the author of the measure. By these
and more words to the like effect he persuaded Bostar to
assent to his proposal.

99. For the present he left to return home fixing the
day on which he would come with his followers to escort
the children. At night he went to the Roman camp, and
having found some of the Iberians who were serving in
the army, gained access through them to the generals.
Pointing out at some length how the Iberians if they recov-
ered their hostages would with one impulse go over to the
Romans, he undertook to give up the children to them.
Publius, to whom the prospect was exceedingly welcome,
having promised him a great reward, he now left for his
own country, having fixed a day and agreed on the hour
and place at which those who were to take over the hos-
tages should await him. After this, taking his most intimate
friends with him, he came to Bostar; and on the children
being handed over to him from Saguntum, he sallied out
from the town by night as if to keep the matter secret, and
marching along the enemies’ entrenched camp reached
the appointed place at the appointed hour and delivered
all the hostages to the Roman generals. Publius bestowed
large rewards on Abilyx, and employed him in the restora-
tion of the hostages to their respective countries, sending
certain of his friends with him. Going from city to city, and
bringing, by the repatriation of the children, the gentle-
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BOOK III. 99.7-100.5

ness and magnanimity of the Romans into manifest con-
trast with the suspiciousness and harshness of the Cartha-
ginians, at the same time exhibiting the example of his own
change of sides, he induced many of the Iberians to be-
come allies of Rome. Bostar was judged in thus handing
over the hostages to the enemy to have acted more like a
child than became his years, and was in serious danger of
his life. For the present both sides, as the season was now
advanced, broke up their forces for the winter; chance in
this matter of the children having materially contributed
to assist the projects the Romans had in view.

100. Such was the position of affairs in Spain. Hannibal,
whom we left'#6 in Italy looking out for winter quarters,
learning from his scouts that there was plenty of cornin the
country round Lucerial4” and Gerunium, and that the best
place for collecting supplies was Gerunium, decided to
winter there and advanced to this district, marching past
Mount Libyrnus.1#8 On reaching Gerunium, which is two
hundred stades from Luceria, he at first sent messages
to the inhabitants asking for their alliance and offering
pledges of the advantages he promised them, but as they
paid no attention to them he began the siege. He soon took
the city, upon which he put the inhabitants to the sword,
but kept the walls and most of the houses uninjured, in-
tending to use them as corn magazines for the winter. He

14694.7.

147 88.5, in Apulia as is Gerunium.

148 Probably corrupt; most likely Mons Tifernus (modern
Matese).
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BOOK III. 100.5-101.4

encamped his army before the town, fortifying his camp
with a trench and palisade. When he had completed this he
sent two divisions of his army out to gather corn, ordering
each to bring in each day for its own use the quantity
imposed by those in charge of the commissariat. With the
remaining third he guarded the camp and covered the
foraging parties here and there. As most of the country was
flat and easy to overrun, and the foragers were one might
say infinite in number, and the weather was very favorable
for fetching in the grain, an enormous quantity was col-
lected every day.

101. Minucius on taking over the command from
Fabius at first followed the Carthaginians along the hills,
always expecting to encounter them when attempting to
cross. But on hearing that Hannibal had already occupied
Gerunium, and was foraging in the district, and had estab-
lished himselfin a fortified camp before the city, he turned
and descended from the hills by a ridge that slopes down to
the town. Arriving at the height in the territory of Larinum
called Calena he encamped there, being eager at all haz-
ards to engage the enemy. Hannibal, seeing the approach
of the Romans, left the third part of his army to forage, and
taking the other two-third§ advanced sixteen stades from
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BOOK IiI. 101.4-102.2

the town and encamped on a hill with the view of overaw-
ing the enemy and affording protection to the foragers.
There was a certain hillock between the two armies, and
observing that it lay close to the enemy’s camp and com-
manded it, he sent two thousand of his pikemen in the
night to occupy it. Marcus, catching sight of them at day-
break, led out his light-armed troops and attacked the hill.
A brisk skirmish took place in which the Romans were vic-
torious, and afterwards they transferred their whole army
to this hill. Hannibal for a certain time kept the whole of
his forces within the camp owing to the propinquity of the
enemy; but after some days he was compelled to tell off a
portion to pasture the animals, and send others to forage
for corn, as he was anxious, according to his original plan,
to avoid Ioss in the live stock he had captured and to collect
as much corn as possible, so that for the whole winter there
should be plenty of everything both for his men and also
for the horses and pack animals; for it was on his cavalry
above all that he placed reliance.

102. Minucius, remarking that the greater number of
the enemy were dispersed over the country on these ser-
vices, chose the time when the day was at its height to lead
outhis fm}es, and on approaching the enemy’s camp, drew
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BOOK I1I. 102.2-102.10

up his legionaries, and dividing his cavalry and light-armed
infantry into several troops sent them out to attack the for-
agers, with orders to take no prisoners. Hannibal here-
upon found himself in a very difficult position, being nei-
ther strong enough to march out and meet the enemy nor
able to go to the assistance of those of his men who were
scattered over the country. The Romans who had been dis-
patched to attack the foraging parties, killed numbers of
them, and finally the troops drawn up in line reached such
a pitch of contempt for the enemy that they began to pull
down the palisade and very nearly stormed the Carthagin-
ian camp. Hannibal was in sore straits, but notwithstand-
ing the tegapest that had thus overtaken him he continued
to drive off all assailants and with difficulty to hold his
camp, until Hasdrubal, with those who had fled from the
country for refuge to the camp before Gerunium, about
four thousand in number, came to succor him. He now re-
gained a little confidence, and sallying from the camp drew
up his troops a short distance in front of it and with dif-
ficulty averted the impending peril. Minucius, after killing
many of the enemy in the engagement at the camp and still
more throughout the country, now retired, but with great
hopes for the future, and next day, on the Carthaginians
evacuating their camp, occupied it himself. For Hannibal,
fearful lest the Romans, finding the camp at Gerunium
deserted at night, should capture his baggage and stores,
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BOOKX III. 102.10-103.7

decided to return and encamp there again. Henceforth the
Carthaginians were much more cautious and guarded in
foraging, while the Romans on the contrary, foraged with
greater confidence and temerity.

103. People in Rome, when an exaggerated account of
this success reached the city, were overjoyed, partly be-
cause this change for the better relieved their general de-
spondency, and in the next place because they inferred
that the former inaction and disheartenment of their army
was not the result of any want of courage in the soldiers,
but of the excessive caution of the general. All therefore
found fault with Fabius, accusing him of not making a bold
use of his opportunities, while Marcus’s reputation rose so
much owing to this event that they took an entirely unprec-
edented step, investing him like the Dictator!® with abso-
lute power, in the belief that he would very soon put an end
to the war. So two Dictators were actually appointed for
the same field of action, a thing which had never before
happened at Rome. When Minucius was informed of his
popularity at home and the office given him by the people’s
decree, he grew twice as eager to run risks and take some
hald action against the enemy. Fabius now returned to the
army wholly unchanged by recent circumstances, and ad-
hering even more firmly than before to his original deter-
mination. Observing that Minucius was unduly elated and

149 MRR 1.243. Livy’s statement (22.25-26) that he was given
an imperium equal to that of Fabius may be preferable.
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BOOK III. 103.7-104.5

was jealously opposing him in every way and altogether
strongly disposed to risk a battle, he offered for his choice,
either that he should be in full command on alternate days,
or that he should take half the army and use his own le-
gions in any way he thought fit. Minucius having readily
agreed to the division of the army, they divided it and en-
camped apart at a distance of about twelve stades from
each other.

. 104. Hannibal, partly from what he heard from prison-
ers and partly from what he saw was going on, was aware of
the rivalry of the two generals and of Minucius’ impulsive-
ness and ambition. Considering, then, the present circum-
stances of the enemy were not against him but in his favor,
he turned his attention to Minucius, being anxious to put a
stop to his venturesomeness and anticipate his offensive.
There was a small eminence between his own camp and
that of Minucius capable of being used against either of
them, and this he decided to occupy. Well knowing that
owing to his previous achievement Minucius would in-
stantly advance to frustrate this project, he devised the fol-
lowing stratagem. The ground round the hill was treeless
but had many irregularities and hollows of every descrip-
tion in it, and he sent out at night to the most suitable posi-
tions for ambuscade, in bodies of two or three hundred,
five hundred horse and about five thousand light-armed
and other infantry. In order that they should not be ob-
served in the early morning by the Romans who were go-
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BOOK III. 104.5-105.6

ing out to forage, he occupied the hill with his light-armed
troops as soon as it was daybreak. Minucius, seeing this and
thinking it a favorable chance, sent out at once his light in-
fantry with orders to engage the enemy and dispute the
position. Afterwards he sent his cavalry too and next fol-
lowed in person leading his legions in close order, as on the
former occasion, operating exactly in the same manner as
then.

. 105. The day was just dawning, and the minds and eyes
ofall were engrossed in the battle on the hill, so that no one
suspected that the ambuscade had been posted. Hannibal
kept constantly sending reinforcements to his men on the
hill, and when he very shortly followed himself with his
cavalry and the rest of his force, the cavalry on both sides
soon came into action. Upon this, the Roman light infantry
were forced off the field by the numbers of the Cartha-
ginian horse, and, falling back on the legions, threw them
into confusion, while at the same time, on the signal being
given to those lying in ambush, they appeared from all di-
rections and attacked, upon which not only the Roman
light infantry but their whole army found itself in a most
perilous position. It was now that Fabius, seeing the state
of matters and seriously fearing a total disaster, came up in
haste with his own army to assist. On his approach the
Romans again plucked up courage, although they had now
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BOOK III. 105.6-106.2

entirely broken their ranks, and collecting round the stan-
dards retreated and took refuge under cover of Fabius’
force after losing many of their light-armed troops, but still
more of the legionaries and the very best men among
them. Hannibal, being afraid of the legions, which, quite
fresh and in admirable order, had come to the help of their
comrades, abandoned the pursuit and brought the battle
to a close. To those who were actually present at the action
it was evidgnt that all was lost by the rashness of Minucius,
and that gw, as on previous occasions, all had been saved
by the caution of Fabius. And to those in Rome it became
indisputably clear how widely the foresight, good sense,
and calm calculation of a general differ from the reckless-
ness and bravado of a mere soldier. The Romans, however,
had received a practical lesson, and again fortifying a sin-
gle camp, joined their forces in it, and in future paid due
attention to Fabius and his orders. The Carthaginians dug
atrench between the hill and their own camp, and erecting
a stockade round the hill, which was now in their hands,
and placing a garrison on it, made their preparations
henceforth for the winter undisturbed.

106. The time for the consular elections!® was now
approaching, and the Romans elected Lucius Aemilius
Paulus and Gaius Terentius Varro. On their appointment,
the Dictators laid down their office, and the Consuls of the
previous year, Gnaeus Servilius and Marcus Regulus—

150 MRR 1.247.
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BOOK IIi. 106.2-106.10

who had been appointed after the death of Flaminius—
were invested with proconsular authority by Aemilius, and
taking command in the field directed the operations of
their forces as they thought fit. Aemilius after consulting
with the Senate at once enrolled the soldiers still wanting
to make up the total levy and dispatched them to the front,
expressly ordering Servilius on no account to risk a general
engagement, but to skirmish vigorously and unintermit-
tently so a};,to train the lads and give them confidence for a
general béttle; for they thought the chief cause of their late
reverses lay in their having employed newly raised and
quite untrained levies. The Consuls also gave an army to
the Praetor Lucius Postumius,'3! and sent him to Gisalpine
Gaul to create a diversion among those Celts who were
serving with Hannibal, they took measures for the return
of the fleet that was wintering at Lilybaeum and sent the
generals in Spain all the supplies of which they had need.

The Consuls and Senate were thus occupied with these
and other preparations, and Servilius, on receiving orders
from the Consuls, conducted all petty operations as they
directed. 1 shall therefore not make further mention of
these, for nothing decisive or noteworthy was done owing

15t The consul of 229 and one of the generals in the First Illyr-
ian War (2.11-12).
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BOOK Iil. 106.10-107.7

to these orders and owing to circumstances, but only nu-
merous skirmishes and minor engagements took place in
which the Roman commanders had the advantage, their
conduct of the campaign being generally thought to have
been both courageous and skillful.

107. All through the winter and spring the two armies re-
mained encamped opposite each other, and it was not until
the season was advanced enough for them to get supplies
from the year’s crops that Hannibal moved his forces out of
the camp%ear Gerunium. Judging that it was in his inter-
est to compel the enemy to fight by every means in his
power, he seized on the citadel of a town called Cannae, 152
in which the Romans had collected the corn and other sup-
plies from the country round Canusium, conveying hence
to their camp from time to time enough to supply their
wants. The city itself had previously been razed, but the
capture now of the citadel and stores caused no little com-
motion in the Roman army; for they were distressed at the
fall of the place not only owing to the loss of their supplies,
but because it commanded the surrounding district. They
continued, therefore, to send constant messages to Rome
asking how they should act, stating that if they approached
the enemy they would not be able to escape a battle, as the
country was being pillaged and the temper of all the allies

152 The date of the battle (June or August 216) is still disputed.

As for the location, the right side of the Aufidus river is now pre-
ferred (as opposed to the left).
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BOOK IIiI. 107.7-107.15

was uncertain. The Senate decided to give the enemy bat-
tle, but they ordered Servilius to wait, and dispatched the
Consuls to the front. It was to Aemilius that the eyes of all
were directed, and they placed their chiefest hope in him,
owing to his general high character, and because a few
years previously he was thought to have conducted the
illyrian war'® with courage and advantage to the state.
They decided to bring eight legions!® into the field, a thing
which had never been done before by the Romans, each le-
gion consisting of about five thousand men apart from the
allies. For, as I previously explained, they regularly employ
four legions, each numbering about four thousand foot
and two hundred horse, but on occasions of exceptional
gravity they raise the number of foot in each legion to five
thousand and that of the cavalry to three hundred. They
make the number of the allied infantry equal to that of the
Roman legions, but, as a rule, the allied cavalry are three
times as numerous as the Roman. They give each of the
Consuls half of the allies and two legions when they dis-
patch them to the field, and most of their wars are decided
by one Consul with two legions and the above number of
allies, it being only on rare occasions that they employ all
their forces at one time and in one battle. But now they

153 The second, against Demetrius of Pharus, in 219 (3.18-
19).

154 Four strengthened legions rather than eight, according to
P. Brunt, Italian manpower 225 B.C.~A. D. 14 (Oxford 1971) 419.
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BOOK III. 107.15-108.7

were so alarmed and anxious as to the future that they de-
cided to bring into action not four legions but eight.

108. Therefore after exhorting Aemilius and putting
before his eyes the magnitude of the results which in ei-
ther event the battle would bring about, they dispatched
him with orders to decide the issue, when the time came,
bravely and worthily of his country. On reaching the army
he assembled the soldiers and conveyed to them the deci-
sion of the Senate, addressing them in a manner befitting
the occasion and in words that evidently sprang from his
heart. The greater part of his speech was devoted to ac-
counting for the former reverses, for it was particularly the
impression created by these that made the men disheart-
ened and in need of encouragement. He attempted there-
fore to impress upon them, that while not one or two but
many causes could be found owing to which the previous
battles resulted in defeat, there was at present, if they be-
haved like men, no reason at all left why they should not be
victorious. “For then,” he said,!55 “the two Consuls never
gave battle with their united armies, nor were the forces
they disposed of well trained, but raw levies who had never
looked danger in the face. But the most important consid-
eration of all is that our troops were then so ignorant of the
enemy that one might almost say they ventured on decisive

155 The following speech is fictitious, as is Hannibals in 111.
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BOOK Iil. 108.8-109.6

battles with them without ever having set eyes on them.
Those who were worsted at the Trebia had only arrived
from Sicily the day before, and at daybreak on the fol-
lowing morning went into action, while those who fought
in Etruria not only had not seen their enemies before,
but could not even see them in the battle itself owing to
the condition of the atmosphere. But now all the circum-
stances are precisely the opposite of what they were then.
109. For in the first place we, the Consuls, are both
present, and are not only about to share your perils our-
selves but have given you also the Consuls of last year to
stand by you and participate in the struggle. And you your-
selves have not only seen how the enemy are armed, how
they dispose their forces, and what is their strength, but for
two years now you have been fighting with them nearly ev-
ery day. As, therefore, all the conditions are now the re-
verse of those in the battles I spoke of, we may anticipate
that the result of the present battle will likewise be the op-
posite. For it would be a strange or rather indeed impossi-
ble thing, that after meeting your enemies on equal terms
in so many separate skirmishes and in most cases being vic-
torious, now when you confront them with your united
forces and outnumber them by more than two to one you
should be beaten. Therefore, my men, every measure hav-
ing been taken to secure victory for you, one thing alone is
wanting, your own zeal and resolution, and as to this it is
not, I think, fitting that I should exhort you further. For
those who in some countries serve for hire or for those who
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BOOK III. 109.6-109.12

are about to fight for their neighbors by the terms of an alli-
ance, the moment of greatest peril is during the battle it-
self, but the result makes little difference to them, and in
such a case exhortation is necessary. But those who like you
are about to fight not for others, but for yourselves, your
country, and your wives and children, and for whom the re-
sults that will ensue are of vastly more importance than the
present peril, require not to be exhorted to do their duty
but only to be reminded of it. For what man is there who
would not wish before all things to conquer in the struggle,
or if this be not possible, to die fighting rather than witness
the outrage and destruction of all that is dearest to him?
Therefore, my men, even without these words of mine, fix
your eyes on the difference between defeat and victory
and on all that must follow upon either, and enter on this
battle as if not your country’s legions but her existence
were at stake. For if the issue of the day be adverse, she has
no further resources to overcome her foes; but she has
centered all her power and spirit in you, and in you lies her
sole hope of safety. Do not cheat her, then, of this hope, but
now pay the debt of gratitude you owe to her, and make it
clear to all men that our former defeats were not due to the
Romans being less brave than the Carthaginians, but to the
inexperience of those who fought for us then and to the
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BOOK 11i. 109.13-110.6

force of circumstances.” Having addressed the troops in
these words Aemilius dismissed them.

110. Next day the Consuls broke up their camp and ad-
vanced towards the place where they heard that of the en-
emy was. Coming in view of them on the second day, they
encamped at a distance of about five miles from them.
Aemilius, seeing that the district round was flat and tree-
less, was opposed to attacking the enemy there as they
were superior in cavalry, his advice being to lure them
on by advancing into a country where the battle would
be decided rather by the infantry. As Terentius,'® owing
to his inexperience, was of the contrary opinion, difficul-
ties and disputes arose between the generals, one of the
most pernicious things possible. Terentius was in com-
mand next day—the two Consuls according to the usual
practice commanding on alternate days—and he broke up
his camp and advanced with the object of approaching the
enemy in spite of Aemilius’s strong protests and efforts
to prevent him. Hannibal met him with his light-armed
troops and cavalry and surprising him while still on the
march disordered the Romans much. They met, however,
the first charge by advancing some of their heavy infan-
try, and afterwards sending forwards also their javelin-
eers and cavalry got the better in the whole engagement,
as the Carthaginians had no considerable covering force,
while they themselves had some companies of their le-

156 Terentius is treated by P. in similar ways as Flaminius,
the consul of the previous year and loser of the battle at lake
Trasimene.
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BOOKX I11. 110.7-111.2

gions fighting mixed with the light-armed troops. The fall

of night now made them draw off from each other, the
attack of the Carthaginians not having had the success
they hoped. Next day Aemilius, who neither judged it ad-
visable to fight nor could now withdraw the army in safety,
encamped with two-thirds of it on the bank of the river
Aufidus. This is the only river which traverses the Apen-
nines, the long chain of mountains separating all the Ital-
ian streams, those on one side descending to the Tyr-
thenian sea and those on the other to the Adriatic. The
Aufidus, however, runs right through these mountains,
having its source on the side of Italy turned to the Tyr-
thenian Sea and falling into the Adriatic. For the remain-
ing portion of his army he fortified a position on the farther
side of the river, to the east of the ford, at a distance of
nearly two kilometers from his own camp and rather more
from that of the enemy, intending thus to cover the forag-
ing parties from his main camp across the river and harass
those of the Carthaginians.

111. Hannibal now seeing that it was imperative for
him to give battle and attack the enemy, and careful lest
his soldiers might be disheartened by this recent reverse,
thought that the occasion demanded some words of exhor-
tation and called a meeting of the men. When they were
assembled he bade them all look at the country round, and
asked them what greater boon they could in their pres-
ent circumstances crave from the gods, if they had their
choice, than to fight the decisive battle on such ground,
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BOOK 1iI. 111.2-111.10

greatly superior as they were to the enemy in cavalry. As
they could see this for themselves they all applauded and,
he continued:'™” “In the first place then thank the gods for
this; for it is they who working to aid you to victory have led
the enemy on to such ground, and next thank myself for
compelling them to fight, a thing they can no longer avoid,
and to fight here where the advantages are manifestly ours.
I do not think it at all my duty to exhort you at further
length to be of good heart and eager for the battle, and this
is why. Then, when you had no experience of what a battle
with the Romans was, this was necessary, and T often ad-
dressed you, giving examples, but now that you have be-
yond dispute beaten the Romans consecutively in three
great battles, what words of mine could confirm your cour-
age more than your own deeds? For by these former bat-
tles you have gained possession of the country and all its
wealth, even as I promised you, and not a word I spoke but
has proved true; and the coming battle will be for the cities
and their wealth. Your victory will make you at once mas-
ters of all Italy, and through this one battle you will be
freed from your present toil, you will possess yourselves of
all the vast wealth of Rome, and will be lords and masters
of all men and all things. Therefore no more words are
wanted, but deeds; for if it be the will of the gods I am con-

157 See at 108.6.
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BOOK III. 111.11-112.6

fident that I shall fulfil my promises forthwith.” After he
had spoken further to this effect, the army applanded him
heartily, whereupon he thanked them and acknowledging
their spirit dismissed them, and immediately pitched his
camp, placing his entrenchments by the same bank of the
river with the larger camp of the enemy.

112. Next day he ordered all his troops to look to their
persons and their armament, and on the day following he
drew up his army along the river with the evident inten-
tion of giving battle as soon as possible. Aemilius was not
pleased with the ground, and seeing that the Carthaginians
would soon have to shift their camp in order to obtain sup-
plies, kept quiet, after securing his two camps by covering
forces. Hannibal, after waiting for some time without any-
one coming out to meet him, withdrew again the rest of
his army into their entrenchments, but sent out the Nu-
midians to intercept the water bearers from the lesser Ro-
man camp. When the Numidians came up to the actual
palisade of the camp and prevented the men from water-
ing, not only was this a further stimulus to Terentius, but
the soldiers displayed great eagerness for battle and ill
brooked further delay. For nothing is more trying to men
in general than prolonged suspense, but once the decision
has been taken, they make a shift to endure patiently all
that they regard as the depth of misery.

When the news reached Rome that the armies were
encamped opposite each other and that engagements be-
tween the outposts occurred every day, there was the ut-
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BOOK Iil. 112.7-113.5

most excitement and fear in the city, as most people
dreaded the result owing to their frequent previous re-
verses, and foresaw and anticipated in imagination the
consequences of total defeat. All the oracles that had ever
been delivered to them were in men’s mouths, every tem-
ple and every house was full of signs and prodigies, so that
vows, sacrifices, supplicatory processions and litanies per-
vaded the town. For in seasons of danger the Romans are
much given to propitiating both gods and men, and there is
nothing at such times in rites of the kind that they regard as
unbecoming or beneath their dignity.

113. Next day it was Terentius’ turn to take the com-
mand, and just after sunrise he began to move his forces
out of both camps. Crossing the river with those from the
larger camp he at once put them in order of battle, drawing
up those from the other camp next to them in the same
line, the whole army facing south. He stationed the Roman
cavalry close to the river on the right wing and the foot next
to them in the same line, placing the maniples closer to-
gether than was formerly the usage and making the depth
of each many times exceed its front. The allied horse he
drew up on his left wing, and in front of the whole force at
some distance he placed his light-armed troops. The whole
army, including the allies, numbered about eighty thou-
sand foot and rather more than six thousand horse. Han-
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BOOK III. 113.6-114.4

nibal at the same time sent his slingers and pikemen over
the river and stationed them in {ront, and leading the rest
of his forces out of camp he crossed the stream in two
places and drew them up opposite the enemy. On his left
close to the river he placed his Spanish and Celtic horse
facing the Roman cavalry, next these half his heavy-armed
Africans, then the Spanish and Celtic infantry, and after
them the other half of the Africans, and finally, on his right
wing, his Numidian horse. After thus drawing up his whole
army in a straight line, he took the central companies of the
Spaniards and Celts and advanced with them, keeping the
rest of them in contact with these companies, in accor-
dance with his plan to produce a crescent-shaped forma-
tion, the line of the flanking companies growing thinner as
it was prolonged, his object being to employ the Africans as
areserve force and to begin the action with the Spaniards
and Celts.

114. The Africans were armed in the Roman fashion,
Hannibal having equipped them with the choicest of the
arms captured in the previous battles. The shields of the
Spaniards and Celts were very similar, but their swords
were entirely different, those of the Spaniards thrusting
with as deadly effect as they cut, but the Gaulish sword be-
ing only able to slash and requiring a long sweep to do so.
As they were drawn up in alternate companies, the Gauls
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BOOK 111. 114.4-1154

naked and the Spaniards in short tunics bordered with pur-
ple, their national dress, they presented a strange and ter-
tifying appearance. The Carthaginian cavalry numbered
about ten thousand, and their infantry, including the Celts,
did not much exceed forty thousand. The Roman right
wing was under the command of Aemilius, the left under
that of Terentius, and the center under the Consuls of
the previous year, Marcus Atilius and Gnaeus Servilius.
Hasdrubal commanded the Carthaginian left, Hanno the
right, and Hannibal himself with his brother Mago the
center. Since the Roman army, as [ said, faced south and
the Carthaginians north, they were neither of them incon-
venienced by the rising sun.

115. The advanced guards were the first to come into
action, and at first when only the light infantry were en-
gaged neither side had the advantage; but when the Span-
ish and Celtic horse on the left wing came into collision
with the Roman cavalry, the struggle that ensued was truly
barbaric; for there were none of the normal wheeling evo-
lutions, but having once met they dismounted and fought
man to man. The Carthaginians finally got the upper hand,
killed most of the enemy in the melee, all the Romans
fighting with desperate bravery, and began to drive the rest
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BOOK I11. 115.4-115.11

along the river, cutting them down mercilessly, and it was
now that the heavy infantry on each side took the place of
the light-armed troops and met. For a time the Spaniards
and Celts kept their ranks and struggled bravely with the
Romans, but soon, borne down by the weight of the le-
gions, they gave way and fell back, breaking up the cres-
cent. The Roman maniples, pursuing them furiously, easily
penetrated the enemy’s front, since the Celts were de-
ployed in a thin line while they themselves had crowded up
from the wings to the center where the fighting was going
on. For the centers and wings did not come into action
simultaneously, but the centers first, as the Celts were
drawn up in a crescent and a long way in advance of their
wings, the convex face of the crescent being turned to-
wards the enemy. The Romans, however, following up the
Celts and pressing on to the center and that part of the en-
emy’s line which was giving way, progressed so far that they
now had the heavy-armed Africans on both of their flanks.
Hereupon the Africans on the right wing facing to the left
and then beginning from the right charged upon the en-
emy’s flank, while those on the left faced to the right and
dressing by the left, did the same, the situation itself indi-
cating to them how to act. The consequence was that, as
Hannibal had designed the Romans, straying too far in
pursuit of the Celts, were caught between the two divi-
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BOOK III. 115.12-116.7

sions of the enemy, and they now no longer kept their com-
pact formation but turned singly or in companies to deal
with the enemy who was falling on their flanks.

116. Aemilius, though he had been on the right wing
from the outset and had taken part in the cavalry action,
was still safe and sound; but wishing to act up to what he
had said in his address to the troops, and to be present him-
self at the fighting, and seeing that the decision of the bat-
tle lay mainly with the legions, he rode along to the center
of the whole line, where he not only threw himself person-
ally into the combat and exchanged blows with the enemy
but kept cheering on and exhorting his men. Hannibal,
who had been in this part of the field since the commence-
ment of the battle, did likewise.

The Numidians meanwhile on the right wing, attack-
ing the cavalry opposite them on the Roman left, neither
gained any great advantage nor suffered any serious loss
owing to their peculiar mode of fighting, but they kept the
enemy’s cavalry out of action by drawing them off and at-
tacking them from all sides at once. Hasdrubal, having by
this time cut up very nearly all the enemy’s cavalry by the
river, came up from the left to help the Numidjans, and
now the Roman allied horse, seeing that they were going to
be charged by him, broke and fled. Hasdrubal at this junc-
ture appears to have acted with great skill and prudence;
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BOOK IiI.116.7-117.1

for in view of the fact that the Numidians were very nu-
merous and most efficient and formidable when in pursuit
of a flying foe he left them to deal with the Roman cav-
alry and led his squadrons on to where the infantry were
engaged with the object of supporting the Africans. At-
tacking the Roman legions in the rear and delivering re-
peated charges at various points all at once, he raised the
spirits of the Africans and cowed and dismayed the Ro-
mans. It was here that Lucius Aemilius fell in the thick of
the fight after receiving several dreadful wounds, and of
him we may say that if there ever was a man who did his
duty by his country both all through his life and in these
last times, it was he. The Romans as long as they could
turn and present a front on every side to the enemy, held
out, but as the outer ranks continued to fall, and the rest
were gradually huddled in and surrounded, they finally
all were killed where they stood, among them Marcus!58
and Gnaeus, the Consuls of the preceding year, who had
borne themselves in the battle like brave men worthy of
Rome. While this murderous combat was going on, the
Numidians following up the flying cavalry killed most of
them and unseated others. A few escaped to Venusia,
among them being the Consul Gaius Terentius, who dis-
graced himself by his flight'> and in his tenure of office
had been most unprofitable to his country.

117. Such was the outcome of the battle at Cannae be-

158 Marcus Atilius, elected in place of Flaminius.
159 The alternative reading mv Ywx"v (instead of rjw pvyrjv)
would give “a man base in spirit.”
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BOOK III. 117.1-117.9

tween the Romans and Carthaginians, a battle in which
both the victors and the vanquished displayed conspicuous
bravery, as was evinced by the facts.’® For of the six thou-
sand cavalry, seventy escaped to Venusia with Terentius,
and about three hundred of the allied horse reached dif-
ferent cities in scattered groups. Of the infantry about ten
thousand were captured fighting but not in the actual bat-
tle, while only perhaps three thousand escaped from the
field to neighboring towns. All the rest, numbering about
seventy thousand, died bravely. Both on this occasion and
on former ones their numerous cavalry had contributed
most to the victory of the Carthaginians, and it demon-
strated to posterity that in times of war it is better to give
battle with half as many infantry as the enemy and an over-
whelming force of cavalry than to be in all respects his
equal. Of Hannibal’s army there fell about four thousand
Celts, fifteen hundred Spaniards and Africans and two
hundred cavalry.

The Romans who were made prisoners were not in the
battle for the following reason. Lucius had left a force of
ten thousand foot in his own camp, in order that, if Han-
nibal, neglecting his camp, employed his whole army in
the field, they might during the battle gain entrance there
and capture all the enemy’s baggage: if, on the other hand,
Hannibal, guessing this danger, left a strong garrison in the
camp, the force opposed to the Romans would be reduced

160« .. any estimate of casualties is likely to be unreliable”
(WC 1.440).
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BOOK III. 117.10-118.3

in numbers. The circumstances of their capture were more
or less as follows. Hannibal had left an adequate force to
guard his camp, and when the battle opened, the Romans,
as they had been ordered, delivered an assault on this
force. At first they held out, but as they were beginning to
be hard pressed, Hannibal, who was now victorious in ev-
ery part of the field, came to their assistance, and routing
the Romans shut them up in their own camp. He killed two
thousand of them and afterwards made all the rest prison-
ers. The Numidians also reduced the various strongholds
throughout the country which had given shelter to the fly-
ing enemy and brought in the fugitives, consisting of about
two thousand horse.

118. The result of the battle being as I have described,
the general consequences that had been anticipated on
both sides followed. The Carthaginians by this action be-
came at once masters of almost all the rest of the coast, 16!
Tarentum immediately surrendering, while Argyrippa and
some Campanian towns invited Hannibal to come to them,
and the eyes of all were now turned to the Carthaginians,
who had great hopes of even taking Rome itself at the first
assault. The Romans on their part owing to this defeat at
once abandoned all hope of retaining their supremacy in
Italy, and were in the greatest fear about their own safety
and that of Rome, expecting Hannibal every moment to

161 Less attractive is the reading “of the rest of Italy” (Iralias
instead of wapaias).
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BOOK I1I. 118.6-118.12

appear. It seemed indeed as if Fortune were taking part

against them in their struggle with adversity and meant to
fill the cup to overflowing; for but a few days afterwards,

while the city was yet panic-stricken, the praetor!®? they
had sent to Cisalpine Gaul was surprised by the Celts in
an ambush and he and his force utterly destroyed. Yet
the Senate neglected no means in its power, but exhorted
and encouraged the populace, strengthened the defenses
of the city, and-deliberated on the situation with manly
coolness. And subsequent events made this manifest. For
though the Romans were now incontestably beaten and
their military reputation shattered, yet by the peculiar vir-
tues of their constitution'®® and by wise counsel they not
only recovered their supremacy in Italy and afterwards de-
feated the Carthaginians, but in a few years made them-
selves masters of the whole world.

I therefore end this Book at this point, having now de-
scribed the events in Spain and Italy that occurred in the
140th Olympiad. When I have brought down the history of
Greece in the same Olympiad to the same date, I shall
pause to premise to the rest of the history a separate ac-
count of the Roman constitution; for I think that a descrip-
tion of it is not only germane to the whole scheme of my
work, but will be of great service to students and practical
statesmen for forming or reforming other constitutions.

162 Lucius Postumius Albinus, already twice consul (in 234
and 229), elected praetor for 216 and killed with his army by the
Boii: RE Postumius no. 40, 912-914 (F. Miinzer).

163 The constitution provided the means for survival in Rome’s
most serious crisis. For this reason P. promises (118.11) to give a
description of it, delivered in book 6.
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BOOK IV

1. In the preceding Book after pointing out the causes
of the second war between Rome and Carthage, 1 de-
scribed the invasion of Italy by Hannibal, and the engage-
ments which took place between the belligerents up to the
battle on the river Aufidus at the town of Cannae. I shall
now give an account of the contemporary events in Greece

from the 140th Olympiad onwards, after briefly recalling 220216

to the minds of my readers the sketch I gave in my second
Book of Greek affairs and especially of the growth of the
Achaean League, the progress of that state having been
surprisingly rapid in my own time and earlier. Beginning
their history with Tisamenus, one of Orestes’ sons, I stated
that they were ruled by kings of his house down to the
reign of Ogygus, after which they adopted a most admira-
ble democratic constitution, until for a time their League
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BOOK IV. 1.6-2.3

was dissolved into cities and villages by the kings of Mac-
edon. Next I went on to tell how they subsequently began
to reunite, and which were the first cities to league them-
selves, and following on this 1 pointed out in what manner
and on what principle they tried to attract other cities and
formed the design of uniting all the Peloponnesians in one
polity and under one name. After a general survey of this
design, I gave a brief but continuous sketch of events in de-
tail up to the dethronement of Cleomenes, king of Sparta.
Rounding off, next, the occurrences dealt with in my intro-
ductory sketch up to the deaths of Antigonus Doson, Se-
leucus Ceraunus, and Ptolemy Euergetes, which all took
place about the same time, T announced that I would enter
on my main history with the events immediately following
the above period.

2. This I considered to be the best starting point, be-
cause in the first place, Aratus’s book terminates just at this
period and I had decided on taking up and carrying on the
narrative of Greek affairs from the date at which he leaves
off, and secondly because the period following on this date
and included in my history coincides with my own and
the preceding generation, so that I have been present at
some of the events and have the testimony of eyewitnesses
for others. It seemed to me indeed that if I comprised
events of an earlier date, repeating mere hearsay evidence,
I should be safe neither in my estimates nor in my asser-
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BOOK IV. 2.4-2.11

tions. But my chief reason for beginning at this date, was
that Fortune had then so to speak rebuilt the world. For
Philip, son of Demetrius,! being still quite a boy, had in-
herited the throne of Macedonia, Achaeus,2 the ruler of all
Asia on this side of the Taurus, had now not only the state,
but the power of a king, Antiochus surnamed “The Great™
who was still very young had but a short time previously,
on the death of his brother Seleucus,* succeeded him in
Syria, Ariarathes® at the same time had become king of
Cappadocia, and Ptolemy Philopator® king of Egypt, while
not long afterwards began the reign of Lycurgus, king
of Sparta.” The Carthaginians also had but recently ap-
pointed Hannibal to be their general in the campaign I
mentioned. Since therefore the personalities of the rulers
were everywhere new, it was evident that a new series of
events would begin, this being the natural and usual conse-
quence. And such indeed was the case; for the Romans
and Carthaginians now entered on the war I mentioned,
Antiochus and Ptolemy on that for Coele-Syria, and the
Achaeans and Philip on that against the Aetolians and
Spartans.

2]. D. Grainger, A Seleukid Prosopography and Gazetteer
(Leiden 1999) 5. See n. on 48.1. 3 H. H. Schmitt, Unter-
suchungen zur Geschichte Antiochos’ des Grossen und seiner Zeit
(Wiesbaden 1964); J. Ma, Antiochus I1I and the Cities of Western
Asia Minor (Oxford 1999). For the date of the acceptation of the
title Megas see Ma 272-276. 4 Seleucus 111, 295-223. RE
Seleukos 1241-1242 (F. Stihelin). 5 King Ariarathes IV c.
220-¢.163. 6 RE Ptolemaios 1678-1698 (H. Volkmann). W.
Huss, Agypten in hellenistischer Zeit 332-30 v. Chr. (Munich
2001) 381- 472. 7 P. Cartledge and A. Spawforth, Hellenis-
tic and Roman Sparta: a Tale of Two Cities, London/New York
(1989) 62—65 (Cartledge).
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8 R. Flaceliere, Les Aitoliens @ Delphes. Contribution a Uhis-
toire de la Gréce centrale au 1lle siécle av. J.-C. (Paris 1937); J.
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don) 2000.

9 King Antigonus Doson (see at 2.45.5).
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3. The causes of the latter were as follows. The Aeto-
lians® had for long been dissatisfied with peace and with an
outlay limited to their own resources, as they had been
accustomed to live on their neighbors, and required abun-
dance of funds, owing to that natural covetousness, en-
slaved by which they always lead a life of greed and aggres-
sion, like beasts of prey, with no ties of friendship but
regarding everyone as an enemy. Nevertheless up to now,
as long as Antigonus® was alive, they kept quiet owing to
their fear of Macedonia, but when that king died leaving
Philip still a child to succeed him, they thought they could
ignore this king and began to look out for pretexts and
grounds for interfering in the affairs of the Peloponnese,
giving way to their old habit of looking for pillage from that
country and thinking they were a match for the Achaeans
now the latter were isolated. Such being their bent and
purpose, and chance favoring them in a certain measure,
they found the following pretext for putting their design in
execution.

Dorimachus of Trichonium1 was the son of that Nicos-
tratus who broke the solemn truce at the Pamboeotian
congress. He was a young man full of the violent and ag-
gressive spirit of the Aetolians and was sent on a public
mission to Phigalea, a city in the Peloponnese near the
Messenian border!! and at that time in alliance with the

10 For Aetolians named by P. see the alphabetical list in J. D.
Grainger, Aitolian Prosopographical Studies (Leiden 2000). Sco-
pas (5. 1) will return in the service of the Ptolemies.

1 In Arcadia, with the famous temple of Apollo at Bassae: RE
Phigaleia 2065-2085; Suppl. 7. 1030-1032; Suppl. 14. 383-384
(E. Meyer).
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Aetolian League; professedly to guard the city and its terri-
tory, but really to act as a spy on Peloponnesian affairs.
When a recently formed band of brigands came to join him
there, and he could not provide them with any legitimate
pretext for plundering, as the general peacel? in Greece
established by Antigonus still continued, he finally, finding
himself at aloss, gave them leave to make forays on the cat-
tle of the Messenians!3 who were friends and allies of the
Aetolians. At first, then, they only raided the flocks on the
border, but later, growing ever more insolent, they took to
breaking into the country houses, surprising the unsus-
pecting inmates by night. When the Messenians grew in-
dignant at this and sent envoys to Dorimachus to com-
plain, he at first paid no attention, as he wished not only to
benefit the men under him but himself also by taking his
share of their captures. But when such embassies began to
arrive more frequently, owing to the continuance of the
outrages, he announced that he would come himself to
Messene to plead his cause against those who accused the
Aetolians, and on appearing there when the victims ap-
proached him, he ridiculed and jeered at some of them,
attacked some by recrimination and intimidated others by
abusive language.

4. While he was still staying in Messene the banditti
approached the city by night, and with the aid of scaling
ladders broke into the farm called Chyron’s, where after

12 Of 224, StV 507.
13 For the events of this time concerning Messene see RE
Suppl. 15. 270-272 (E. Meyer).
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killing those who offered resistance they bound the rest of
the slaves and carried them off together with the cattle.
The Messenian Ephors, who had long been annoyed by all
that took place and by Dorimachus’ stay in the town,
thought this was adding insult to injury and summoned
him before their college. On this occasion Scyron, then
one of the ephors, and otherwise highly esteemed by the
citizens, advised them not to let Dorimachus escape from
the city, unless he made good all the losses of the
Messenians and delivered up to justice those guilty of mur-
der. When all signified their approval of what Seyron said,
Dorimachus flew into a passion, and said they were utter
simpletons if they thought it was Dorimachus they were
now affronting and not the Aetolian League. He thought
the whole affair altogether outrageous, and they would re-
ceive such public chastisement for it as would serve them
right. There was at this time a certain lewd fellow at
Messene, one of those who had in every way renounced his
claim to be a man, called Babyrtas. If anyone had dressed
this man up in Dorimachus’ sun hat and chlamys it would
have been impossible to distinguish the two, so exact was
the resemblance both in voice and in person, and of this
Dorimachus was perfectly aware. Upon his speaking now
in this threatening and overbearing manner, Scyron grew
very angry and said, “Do you think we care a fig for you or
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