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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

Tue speech On the Crown (or, In Defence of Ctesiphon) -
was delivered in August, 830 B.c., before a jury of
more than five hundred Athenian cltlzens Six years
earlier Ctesiphon had proposed and carried in the
Council or Senate (BovAi)) a Provisional Decree (7po-
BovAevua), needing ratification by the Assembly, by
which a golden crown was awarded, not for the first
time [83],2 to Demosthenes in recognition of his
public services. Ctesiphon was immediately indicted
for unconstitutional action (wapdvopa) by Aeschines,
the leading orator of the party opposed to Demo-
sthenes. In Athenian politics this indictment was
very frequently used as a means of opposition or
obstruction, insomuch that the name of a statesman
who had never been so arraigned was remembered
as a singular exception to the common experi-
ence [251]. Until the suit had been tried and deter-
mined, the decree could not be put to the vote of the
Assembly. The postponement of the trial for so
many years is unexplained ; perhaps the assassina-
tion of Philip a few weeks after the date of the
indictment, and uncertainty as to the temper and
policy of his successor, Alexander the Great, made
both sides shrink from a forensic contest in which

@ References in square brackets are to the sections of the
Speech.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

the relations of Athens to the Macedonian monarchy
could not but be treated with the utmost freedom.
In the interval Demosthenes narrowly escaped being
put to silence by another process, for Alexander,
who shortly after his accession had punished the
recalcitrance of the Thebans to his authority by
razing their city to the ground, followed up his
revenge by demanding from Athens the surrender
of Demosthenes and seven (or nine) other politi-
cians [41]. In the year 330, however, Alexander
was far away from Greece, and busy with his vast
schemes of oriental conquest—for he had won his
victory over the Persians at Arbela in the autumn
of 331; and the case of Ctesiphon was at last brought
to trial.

The result was a complete victory for Demosthenes
and Ctesiphon. Aeschines became subject to the
penalties incurred by a prosecutor who failed to
obtain the votes of one-fifth of the jury (o uépos rév
yndwv); and in the following year Demosthenes
duly received his crown by vote of the Assembly.

According to the prosecution, Ctesiphon’s motion
had been illegal for three reasons: (1) because he
had proposed to crown a man who still held re-
sponsible office, and had not yet submitted his
accounts and official acts to scrutiny at the public
audit (etfvva); (2) because he had proposed to
proclaim the award in the Theatre at the Great
Dionysia; and (8) because his decree, which, if ratified,
would become a public record, contained false state-
ments as to the public merits of the recipient of
the crown. The third count enabled the prosecutor
to attack, and compelled the defendant to justify,
the whole of the political career of Demosthenes.
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INTRODUCGCTION TO THE DE CORONA

Aeschines, in his speech, deals with these several
counts in their proper order. Demosthenes, on the
other hand, exercising a right which he claims with
much solemnity at the outset, arranges his topics of
defence in the order which he deems most effective
for his purpose ; and does not discuss the technic-
alities of the first two counts [110-121] until he has
'ﬂready fixed the attention of the jury upon the
larger issue, appealed to their patriotism, and elicited
symptoms nf their goodwill [52]. Further, he is not
content merely to vindicate his own acts and words ;
he assails both the public and the private life of his
antagonist, perhaps mendaciously, certainly with ex-
treme virulence. Such personalities were permitted
by the rules of the game, and contributed to the
enjoyment of an Athenian jury.

In reading the speech, it should be borne in mind
that the policy of resistance to Macedonian aggres-
sion, for which Demosthenes accepts responsibility,
was a policy that had failed. It may even be con-
demned, by historians judging it in the light of the
event, as hopeless and ill-advised throughout. Eight
years before the trial (338 B.c., autumn) the coalition
of Athens and Thebes, the formation of which was,
in the orator’s own opinion, the greatest service he
had rendered to his country, had been disastrously
defeated at ‘' that dishonest victory at Chaeronea,
fatal to liberty,’—fatal also to all the hopes and
purposes of Demosthenes. No modern parallel can
be cited ; but one, sufficiently exact, may be im-
agined. Suppose that Napoleon's career of conquest
had been as successful as Philip’s; that Mr. Pitt
had lived to see Europe, as Demosthenes saw Hellas,
subjugated and helpless, and his policy of resistance
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

discredited by final failure; and that, after the
crowning disaster, one of his friends had moved the
House of Commons to honour him with a public
statue. Suppose also that the mover could be, and
had been, prosecuted before a very large jury, fairly
representing the whole body of the citizens, and
entitled to deliver the judgement of the nation; that
he had entrusted his dEfEF:'I‘IEE to Mr. Pitt himself ;
that, apart from technical pleas, treated lightly both
by the defence and by the court, the prosecutors had
supported their case by holding up Mr. Pitt to
obloquy as the author of his country’s misfortunes ;
and that he, unable to deny that his purposes had
been baffled, his enemy victorious, and his country
impoverished, had been forced to maintain the posi-
tion that a people which had successfully resisted
the aggressions of Philip of Spain and Louis of
France was committed by its character and its tradi-
tions to the high-spirited policy that he had pursued,
and that it was vastly better to have resisted and
failed than to have yielded timidly to the ambition
of an adventurer. If, on such an issue, Mr. Pitt had
won the verdict, history, to say the least, could not
have refused to do justice both to the genius and
sincerity of the orator and to the magnanimity of
the nation. Such was the case, and such the triumph,
of Demosthenes.

The judgement of posterity, less decisive and less
generous than the verdict of the Athenians, has
fluctuated from time to time in sympathy with the
ebb.and flow of liberal opinion. In the days of Tory
ascendancy Demosthenes was grievously defamed by
the partisan historian Mitford. After the demo-
cratic triumph of 1832 he found vindicators in the
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

Whig Bishop, Thirlwall, and the philosophical Radical,
Grote. Later in the century the hero-worship of
Carlyle and Froude, and the Caesarism of Bismarck
and Mommsen, induced a reaction in favour of the
successful military autocrat, and against the man of
words, deaf to the signs of the times, and protesting
vainly against the inevitable march of events. Per-
haps the Great War may be followed by another
swing of the pendulum; aggressive militarism may
lose its attraction for the picturesque historian; and
Athens and her statesman, fighting a losing battle
for the small democracies, may again be held worthy
of the sympathy of communities which have them-
selves passed, not unscathed, through the fires of a
similar trial.

At the time when Demosthenes first entered public
life, Athens had so far recovered from the disastrous
effects of the Peloponnesian War, and of the suc-
cessive hegemonies of Sparta and Thebes, that her
lost empire had been in great part restored. The
expedition by which the Thebans were expelled from
the island of Euboea [99] took place in the year 857,
when Demosthenes was twenty-seven. The power
of the City again prevailed, not only over the islands
of the Aegean, but over the coast of Thrace, the
Thracian Chersonese—a peninsula of great import-
ance in the wars and intrigues of that time, and now
once more famous in the history of European warfare
under the name of Gallipoli—and along the coast
of the narrow waters that part Europe from Asia,
as far as Byzantium. In the year 355, however,
came a reverse of fortune ; for the islands of Cos,
Chios, and Rhodes, and the city of Byzantium, made
good their revolt against Athens. At the same time
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

a new and unexpected menace to Athenian empire
and to Hellenic independence was already imminent ;
for in the year 859 Philip, a young king excelling
in capacity and determination all the bygone enemies
of Athens, succeeded to the throne of Macedonia.
The Athenian empire was essentially maritime, to
be secured by command of the sea, and by the
efficiency of that navy to the organization of which
Demosthenes devoted so much attention [102]. Com-
munication with the Thracian peninsulas, as well as
with the islands, was by water,—though Athenian
statesmen were never unconscious of the strategical
importance of the famous pass of Thermopylae [32],
as the position of defence of central Greece against
invasion by land from the north. Until Philip had
given practical proof of his ambition, and of his
military genius, Athens was little concerned with
the neighbourhood of thee Macedonian clans to her
northern possessions, or with the apprehension that,
given secrecy of preparation, a Macedonian army
might reach the Hellespont in advance of a naval
expedition from Peiraeus.

The Macedonian people were Hellenic in race and
in language. But their civilization and their political
institutions, as compared with those of central Greece,
were primitive, and their dialect mean and unfit for
literary uses. Their Hellenic character was not fully
recognized ; they were commonly ignored in Pan-
hellenic politics ; they sent no representatives to the
Ampbhictyonic Council. In the eyesof Athenians, the
exemplars and the champions of the democratic
principle, their submission to hereditary monarchy
marked them as a people in a low stage of develop-
ment ; and Demosthenes’ fear of Macedonia was



INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

tinged, and perhaps misguided, by the disdain of the
Greek for the barbarian. He was to learn by ex-
perience [235] with what advantage a tyrant, com-
manding his own armies, obeyed with superstitious
respect, keeping his own counsel, and able to conceal
his ulterior purposes, could contend with a state in
which nothing could be done without open debate
in a popular assembly, and where prompt action was
thwarted by party spirit and personal jealousy.

The earliest aggressions of Philip were made in
the country lying north-east of his own proper
dominions, that is, in the direction of the Hellespont.
The consequent menace to Byzantium and the Straits
concerned, in the view of Demosthenes, not only
Athens, but all Greece; for control of the narrow
waters would give him also control of the transport
of corn (oiromouria) from the Black Sea [87. 241].
The occasion, however, of the first, or Amphipolitan,
war between Philip and Athens was the seizure by
him, in the year 857, of Amphipolis, Pydna, and
Potidaea [69], places belonging to the Athenian
alliance or protectorate. The war was languidly
conducted, except at times when the apprehensions
of Athens were stimulated by the foresight or
eloquence of Demosthenes; for there was always
a party, and sometimes a majority, disposed to con-
ciliation, and, if Demosthenes is right, no lack, in
Athens as in other Greek cities [295], of * philippiz-
ing "’ politicians, whose patriotism had been under-
mined by the flattery or the bribes of Philip. The
Amphipolitan War was brought to an end at last by
the Peace of Philocrates in the year 346, Philip
remaining in possession of all his acquisitions. Both
Demosthenes and Aeschines were members both of
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

the first [25] and of the second [30] embassy sent to
Macedonia in that and the following year—the first
before, the second after, the acceptance of the peace
by the Assembly. The question of responsibility for
the deplorable terms of the peace-treaty became the
subject of persistent recrimination between the two
orators ; and the accounts of the conduct of the two
embassies which they offer, each to the detriment of
the other, are hopelessly inconsistent, and, it may
be, equally misleading. Of the recapitulation of
these conflicting narratives in the two speeches On
the Crown it must, however, be said that some of the
statements of Aeschines are demonstrably menda-
cious, while those of Demosthenes [18—49] are at least
consistent with his own speech On the Embassy, made
fourteen years earlier.

Meanwhile events had given a new direction to
Macedonian ambitions. The Amphictyonic Council
was a venerable assembly, representing a primitive
coalition of twelve Hellenic tribes, and charged with
the protection of the Temple and Oracle of Apollo
at Delphi. It might also, apparently, claim jurisdic-
tion over other great Apolline temples ; for in the
year 340 the citizens of Delos besought the Amphi-
ctyons to abrogate the right of control exercised by
Athens over the temple of Apollo’s nativity in that
island [184]. The twenty-four Amphictyonic votes,
two for each tribe, were cast by Remembrancers
(Efpnpw},u.m*fs) [143], nominated SEvEra]l}‘ h}’ the
qualified cities, at the Pylaean Synod [147], so called
because the place of meeting was near Pylae or
Thermopylae. Phocis held two votes; Athens one
only of the two lonian votes. Each hieromnemon
was supported by one or more Pylaean Orators
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

(rvAdayopor) [149], who might speak but not vote.
In the year 357 the Thebans prosecuted their neigh-
bours, the Phocians, who were firm allies of Athens,
before the Amphictyons for occupying lands dedi-
cated to Apollo. The Phocians not only refused to
pay the fine inflicted, but seized the Temple at
Delphi, and so became involved in a Sacred War
with Thebes, in which, with the help of the Delphian
treasures, they won important successes. The
division of sympathy among the Greek states afforded
to Philip his opportunity of intervening in Hellenic
affairs (18, 19] ; and in 352 he was provoked by the
Phocians, who had sent aid to his enemy, Lycophron
of Pherae in Thessaly. He defeated them and
hunted them out of Thessaly; and would have
followed them into central Greece, had not an
Athenian expedition prevented his occupation of
the pass of Thermopylae [32]. The war dragged
on until the year 546, when Philip at last gained
possession of the pass. In the following year the
Amphictyons expelled the Phocians from the Council,
transferred their two votes to Philip, and, through
his agency, punished them with an unprecedented
severity, scandalous to Hellenic feeling. The Athen-
ians were especially indignant, and with good cause ;
for although Philip, in making peace with the
Athenians and their allies, had expressly excluded
the Phocians from the benefit of the treaty, on the
plea of avoiding offence to Thebes, the Assembly
had accepted, on the assurance of the traitor Philo-
crates who gave his name to the peace, an unwritten
promise, said to have been made by Philip, that he
would deal with the Phocians as the Athenians
wished. The guilt of this deceit, according to Demo-
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

sthenes, was shared by Aeschines [85]. Aeschines
was also accused of joining in the carousals with
which Philip and the Thebans celebrated the de-
struction of the Phocians [287].

Popular sympathy with the injured Phocians gave
new strength to the war-party at Athens; and
Demosthenes was encouraged to pursue with vigour
his anti-Macedonian policy. In the year 344 he
was engaged in a roving mission to the cities of the
Peloponnesus, by way of counteracting the intrigues
of Philip, who was trying to turn to his own account
the quarrels of city with city and party with party
[79]: but he is unable to boast of any considerable
success. In the following year the peace was finally
discredited by the impeachment and flight of its
author Philocrates. About a year later the people
of Peparethus attacked and captured the Macedonian
garrison in Halonnesus, an island which Philip had
refused to restore to Athens except on terms rejected
by the Athenians as dishonourable. Reprisals fol-
lowed, and Peparethus itself was ravaged by the
Macedonian fleet [70]. War being now inevitable,
Philip asked the Byzantines to promise him their
aid against Athens; but Demosthenes had already
persuaded them to renew their old alliance with
Athens [87]. They rejected Philip's overtures, and
the Macedonians laid siege to their city [71]. Athens
prepared for war by adopting the naval reforms
devised by Demosthenes.® In 340 Philip sent to

@ War-galleys (rpujpeis) were built and equipped at the
cost of 1200 citizens of sufficient wealth, who were divided
into twenty Naval Boards (ovppopia:). Each Board or
szmmur}r, on being called upon to provide a certain number
o

triremes, divided itself into contributing associations
(suvréhear), each responsible for one vessel. If naval
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Athens a letter of remonstrance ending with a
declaration of war [76]; but, in the view of Demo-
sthenes, he had already begun the war by the seizure
of Athenian merchantmen in the Hellespont [73].

At a Pylaean Synod held in the spring of 339,
Aeschines, attending as deputy for the Athenian
hieromnemon, and acting, as Demosthenes sus-
pected [149], in collusion with Philip, accused the
Locrians of Amphissa of the sin of tilling the Plain
of Cirrha, a territory that had been condemned to
perpetual sterility by an Amphictyonic decree made
two-and-a-half centuries before. The protest of
Demosthenes at Athens was disregarded [148]; the
absurd accusation was pressed home; and the
Council declaréd war against the Amphissians. In
the speech Demosthenes fortifies his long account
of these proceedings, and his asseveration that
Aeschines provoked the Amphissian War to serve
the purposes of Philip, by a solemn imprecation [141].
The Amphictyons, finding themselves unable to
prosecute the war because of the failure of their
levies [151), revived a proposition made by the
Thebans eight years earlier, and invited Philip to

requirements were moderate, the association might number
as many as sixteen contributors [104]. The expense being
equally distributed, rich men escaped lightly, while the
poorer contributors were reluctant or unable to meet their
obligation ; and the ships were therefore badly found.
Demosthenes’ Trierarchic Law glﬂﬂ-lﬂg] provided for a
redistribution of the liability (Ayrovpyla) in proportion
to the assessed wealth of the several contributors; but
further details are wanting. In his disparagement of this
just and useful law, Aeschines was fishing for the votes of
wealthy jurors, who were aggrieved by the change. Demo-
sthenes accuses him of accepting money subscribed by this
class as a reward for his obstruction of the measure [312].
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act as their commander-in-chief [152]. He accepted
the commission ; but, instead of marching to the
Cirrhaean Plain and clearing it of the sacrilegious
Locrians, he seized and fortified Elateia, a derelict
fortress of the Phocians, well adapted by its position
to serve as a base of operations either against Attica
or Thebes. From this point in the story it is un-
necessary either to anticipate or to explain the
brilliant narrative of Demosthenes [153 ff.].

Arrangement of Topics.—For the purposes of his
attack, Aeschines had divided the public life of
Demosthenes into four periods, the terminal points
being the Peace of Philocrates (346), the renewal of
war (340), and the battle of Chaeroneia (338). With
the first period Demosthenes deals in sections 18-52,
dwelling chiefly upon the events of 346, and on the
responsibility of Aeschines for the faults of the
treaty of peace, and for the mischievous delay in
obtaining Philip’s ratification. To charges relating
to the second period he replies in sections 60-109 ;
here he claims the special gratitude of the jury (that
is, of his countrymen) for the Trierarchical Law by
which he had increased the resources and the effici-
ency of the navy. With the third period, that of the
second war with Philip, he deals in sections 160-187,
and 211-251, vehemently demanding the gratitude
due to him for his suggestion, and negotiation, of
the alliance between Athens and Thebes. Of events
later than Chaeroneia—Aeschines’ fourth period—he
says little, except that he refers with indignation to
efforts made by the Macedonians and their Athenian
friends to worry and ruin him [320-323].

A summary analysis of the whole speech may be
completed as follows: exordium, 1-8; protest

14



INTRODUCTION TO THE DE CORONA

against irrelevant charges, 9; reply to charges
against private life, 10, 11; introduction to dis-
cussion of public policy, 12-17. (First Period, 18-52.)
Introduction to charges relevant to the indictment,
58-59. (Second Period, 60-109.) Reply to the two
minor counts, 110-125 ; attack on the private char-
acter of Aeschines, 126-181 ; and on his public mis-
deeds, 182-138 ; and, in particular, on his provocation
of the Amphissian War, 189-159. (Third Period,
160-187.) General defence of the Athenian policy of
resistance, 188-210. (Third Period resumed, 211-
251.) Renewed attack on the life and character of
Aeschines, 252-275; reply to the imputation of
rhetorical artfulness, 276-284 ; claim that the orator’s
public acts had already received the approval of the
people, 285-206 ; epilogue and recapitulation, 297-
323 ; short peroration, 324.

By this irregular, and, at first sight, haphazard,
arrangement of his topics, involving as it does many
digressions and sudden transitions, Demosthenes
gains some important advantages. The unremitting
attention of the jury is secured by the alternation
of passages of narrative with rhetorical argument,
and of defence with retort; passages of lofty elo-
quence are distributed through the oration, instead
of being reserved to the end ; and the orator’s reply
to the technical pleas, on which—as it is commonly
suspected, though, in the absence of the full text of
the statutes cited, it cannot be certain—his defence
is weak and fallacious,* is kept in the background of
the argument. Moreover, the general effect of the

¢ Many inscriptions, however, prove that the proclamation
of the crown in the theatre, whether legal or not, was regular
and customary. See Goodwin's note on 120,
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speech is undoubtedly climactic in a degree attainable
only by consummate art.

Aeschines, secure of the votes of any friends of
Macedonia who might be on the jury, had striven
to win the support of patriots by concealing his own
philippizing sentiments, and by attacking Demo-
sthenes, not as the opponent, but as the unsteady and
ineffective opponent, of Philip. With equal rhetor-
ical skill, and more candour, Demosthenes poses as
the defender, not merely of his own acts and words,
but of the deliberate policy of Athens, approved by
that democratic assembly which the jury represented:
in condemning him, they would be condemning them-
selves. He addresses the jury as though they were
not merely representative of the people, but the
people itself. For this reason a literal translation of
the plural pronoun *“ you "—or of “ these (jurymen) "
in sentences addressed to the prosecutor—would fail
to convey the orator’s meaning ; and periphrasis is
necessary. It may be added that when, as fre-
quently, he ceases to address the jury and accosts
Aeschines, the change of address is easily marked in
the Greek by the change from the plural to the
singular of the second person—a method forbidden
by our English idiom. These transitions are indi-
cated in the English text by inserting a dash;
occasionally the vocative * Aeschines’ has been
interpolated where, in the Greek, it is only implied
by the change from vueis to ov.

The Documents.—In the course of the speech thirty-
eight documents (at least), put in by the orator,
were read to the jury by the Clerk of the Court.
The places of these interruptions are indicated in
the text; but the documents themselves, whether
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included or omitted by Demosthenes when he pub-
lished his oration, have all disappeared. Those which
do appear in all manuscripts were forged, with very
little skill, by some exceptionally ignorant editor.
They are bracketed as spurious in all modern editions ;
and the reader is advised to take no notice of them.
The Chaeroneia epitaph [289] stands on a different
footing. It is absent from the best manuscripts,
and therefore got into the tradition at another point.
It is a poor composition, very clumsily versified ; but
this does not prove it to be spurious—the Muse has
so often refused her inspiration to an official poet.
It is, of course, open to suspicion; but it is not
bracketed in this edition, because, on the whole, it
seems more probable that a laureate should have
failed than that an Alexandrian editor should have
been unable to obtain a true copy of the inscription
engraved on so important a monument.

The Greek Text—The text here printed is based
on the third edition of W. Dindorf (Leipzig, 1871).
In revising this text, we have followed, without
notice, the example of more recent editors in avoiding
hiatus by elision, and sometimes by crasis; and also by
correcting the spelling of a few words in accordance
with the testimony of Attic inscriptions. Further,
in many places we have substituted the reading
of the Paris ws., the superiority of which is now
universally admitted, for the reading of Dindorf;
and wherever our text differs from that of Dindorf,
and no note is added, it is to be understood that we
have deferred to the authority of that manuscript.
A few other variations are indicated by footnotes.
The numbers in square brackets are those of
Reiske’s pages,
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DEMOSTHENES

XVIII
ON THE CROWN

LeT me begin, men of Athens, by beseeching all the
Powers of Heaven that on this trial I may find in
Athenian hearts such benevolence towards me as I
have ever cherished for the city and the people of
Athens. My next prayer is for you, and for your
conscience and honour. May the gods so inspire
you that the temper with which you listen to my
words shall be guided, not by my adversary—that
would be monstrous indeed !—but by the laws and
by the judicial oath, by whose terms among other
obligations you are sworn to give to both sides an
impartial hearing. The purpose of that oath is,
not only that you shall discard all prejudice, not only
that you shall show equal favour, but also that you
shall permit every litigant to dispose and arrange
his topics of defence according to his own discretion
and judgement.

Among many advantages which Aeschines holds
over me in this contention, there are two, men of
Athens, of great moment. In the first place, I
have a larger stake on the issue ; for the loss of your
favour is far more serious to me than the loss of your
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verdict to him. For me, indeed—but let me say
nothing inauspicious at the outset of my speech:
I will only say that he accuses me at an advan-
tage. Secondly, there is the natural disposition of
mankind to listen readily to obloquy and invective,
and to resent self-laudation. To him the agreeable
duty has been assigned; the part that is almost
always offensive remains for me. If, as a safeguard
against such offence, I avoid the relation of my own
achievements, I shall seem to be unable to refute the
charges alleged against me, or to establish my claim
to any public distinction. Yet, if I address myself
to what I have done, and to the part I have taken in
politics, I shall often be obliged to speak about myself.
Well, I will endeavour to do so with all possible
modesty ; and let the man who has initiated this
controversy bear the blame of the egoism which
the conditions force upon me.

You must all be agreed, men of Athens, that in
these proceedings I am concerned equally with
Ctesiphon, and that they require from me no less
serious consideration Any loss, especially if inflicted
by private animosity, is hard to bear; but to lose
your goodwill and kindness is the most painful of all
losses, as to gain them is the best of all acquisitions,
Such being the issues at stake, I implore you all alike
to listen to my defence against the accusations laid, in
a spirit of justice. So the laws enjoin—the laws which
Solon, who first framed them, a good democrat and
friend of the people, thought it right to validate not
only by their enactment but by the oath of the jury ;
not distrusting you, if I understand him aright, but

21



DEMOSTHENES

Smﬁulu:s‘, ms‘ éx ToD mpoTepos Aéyew n Stmxwu
w'xuem, ok Em. 70 q’:euyovﬂ ﬂ'upfﬂﬂﬂv, €l p*r,:- TOV
dikalovrwy €xaoTos u,-',ww 1'7;1-' TPOS Tﬂug‘ ﬂfﬂu;
evoefetav Puddrrwy, kai Ta Tol Aéyovros voTépov
Olkaita €Dvoikds TpPooOEfeTal, Kal TAPATYWY
éavTov loov kal kowov audoTépols akpoarny,
oUTW TNV SLAYVWOL TOL)TETAL TEPL ATAVTWY.

8 MéMNwv 8¢ 1ol 7’ (diov PBlov mavTos, s €olke,
)kdynp Su8ovar Tripepov kal TGOV kowf] memoAiTev-
;;Levmv ﬁﬂuﬂupm *:rm,)lw Tovs Beovs ﬂapmm.?tecrm
n:m EI-FEIFTLUI-" U@V Euxup.m, TpOTOV WV, 00NV
Euvmau ExwV Sm-rflm 71 moAeL, Tnnaﬁmu vmapéat

[228] pot -ELS‘ TDUT{JFL -rmr ayava, nad & m [LE€AA€L
ouvoloew kai mpos evdofiav kowjy) Kal mPos €v-
ﬂ'éﬁfmv ns'.tccim'w TobTo mapagTioar maow ULy
mepl Tav‘?"qﬂ'l, 71s ypu,qbn; yvavat.

9 Ei pev nuv ‘J'TEPL wv €dlwkKe ;.myov KATNYOPNTEYV
Aloyivys, kayw mepl avTod Tob mpoPouvlevparos
evfos av amedoyovuny: €medy O ovk €elaTTw
Aoyov TdAa Siebiwv avndwke kai Ta mAeloTa
Hurst,t'xsﬁn*a'rd' pouv, &va}mrﬁnu elvar voullw kai
dikatov u.,u.a. Bpuxe , {I;FBPES‘ ’Aﬂqvafm, ﬂfpl
TOUTWY €lmely TTPUJTGF* va. unoeis u,u.mv TmS‘
'§mﬂﬂ! Aoyots n}rpsmg uMnfpszfpav TOVY UTep
M ypadis Sikaiwy akovy pov.

10 Ilept pév 87 7dv biwv ooa Aowbopovpevos
ﬁeﬁhuﬂqﬁnﬁﬁwe mepL E.uau Oedoactl’ ws amAd
.u:m. diraia Aéyw. €L peév (oTe e TULDUTDP nf{w
oUTos NTidTo (0D yap dAdobi mov ﬁeﬁtmxﬂ 7 ‘J".I'E.'.p
w;up) pJ;SE dwvny avdoynale, ,u.*qS EL mavra Ta
Kolv’ Umépev memoAiTevpat, aAN’ avacTavres KaTa-

22



DE CORONA, 7-10

perceiving that no defendant can defeat the charges
and calumnies which the prosecutor prefers with the
advantage of prior speech, unless every juryman
receives with goodwill the pleas of the second
speaker, as an obligation of piety to the gods by
whom he has sworn, and forms no final conclusion
upon the whole case until he has given a fair and
impartial hearing to both sides.

It appears that I have to-day to render account
of the whole of my private life as well as of my -
public transactions. I must therefore renew my
appeal to the gods; and in your presence I now
beseech them, first that I may find in your hearts
such benevolence towards me as I have ever cherished
for Athens, and secondly that they will guide you
to such a judgement upon this indictment as shall
redound to the good repute of the jury, and to the
good conscience of every several juryman.

If then Aeschines had confined his charges to the
matters alleged in the prosecution, I should have
immediately addressed my defence to the resolution
of the Council ; but as he has wastefully devoted the
greater part of his speech to irrelevant topics, mostly
false accusations, I conceive it to be both fair and
necessary, men of Athens, to say a few words first on
those matters, lest any of you, misled by extraneous
arguments, should listen with estrangement to my
justification in respect of the indictment.

To his abusive aspersion of my private life, I have,
you will observe, an honest and straightforward
reply. I have never lived anywhere but in your
midst. If then you know my character to be such as
he alleggmnt tolerate my voice, n if all my
public conduct has been beyond pra:usr—:lbut rise and

rrrrr
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condemn me incontinently. But if, in your judge-
ment and to your knowledge, I am a better man and
better born than Aeschines, if you know me and my
family to be, not to put it offensively, as good as the
average of respectable people, then refuse credence
to all his assertions, for clearly they are all fictitious,
and treat me to-day with the same goodwill which
throughout my life you have shown to me in many
earlier contentions. Malicious as you are, Aeschines,
you were strangely innocent when you imagined
that I should turn aside from the discussion of
public transactions to reply to your calumnies. 1
shall do nothing of the sort: I am not so infatuated.
Your false and invidious charges against my political
life I will examine ; but later, if the jury wish to hear
me, I will return to your outrageous ribaldry.

The crimes he has laid to my charge are many,
and to some of them the law has assigned severe
and even capital punishment. But the purpose of
this prosecution goes further: it includes private
malice and violence, railing and vituperation, and
the Tike : and yet for none of these accusations, if
made gnnﬂ, is them any power at all in the state
to inflict an adequate penalty, or anything like it.
[t is not right to debar a man from access to the
Assembly and a fair hearing, still less to do so by
way of spite and jealousy. No, by heavens, men
of Athens, it is neither just, nor constitutional, nor
honest! If he ever saw me committing crimes
against the commonwealth, especially such frightful
crimes as he described just now so dramatically,
his duty was to avail himself of the legal penalties

1 atirp Q : adr4 Dind. with most mss. (S doubtful).
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DE CORONA, 18-17

as soon as they were committed, impeaching me,
and so putting me on my trial before the people,
if my sins deserved impeachment, or indicting me for
breach of the constitution, if I had proposed illegal
measures. [Ior, of course, if he prosecutes Ctesiphon
now on my account, it is impossible that he would
not have indicted me, with a certain hope of con-
viction! Yet if he detected me in any of the acts
which he has recounted to my prejudice, or in any
other iniquity, there are statutes dealing with those
offences, punishments, legal processes, trials involv-
ing severe penalties and heavy fines; and any of
these proceedings he might have taken. Had he so
acted, had he in that way employed the methods
applicable to my case, his denunciations would have
been consistent with his conduct; but in fact he
has deserted the path of right and justice, he has
flinched from the proof of recent guilt, and then,
after a long interval, he makes a hotchpotch of
imputation and banter and scurrility, and stands
on a false pretence, denouncing me, but indicting
Ctesiphon. He sets in the forefront of the con-
troversy his private quarrel with me, in which he
has never confronted me fairly ; yet he is avowedly
seeking to disfranchise somebody else. There are
many other arguments, men of Athens, to be
pleaded on Ctesiphon’s behalf, but this surely is
eminently reasonable, that the honest course was
to fight out our own quarrels by ourselves, not to
turn aside from our antagonism and try to find
some one else to injure. That is carrying iniquity
too far !

It is a fair inference that all his accusations are
equally dishonest and untruthful. I wish, however,
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to examine them one by one, and especially the
falsehoods he told to my discredit about the peace
and the embassy, attributing to me what was really
done by himself with the aid of Philocrates. It is
necessary, men of Athens, and not impmper, to
remind you of the position of affairs in those days, so
that you may consider each transaction with due
regard to its occasion.

When the Phocian war began—not by my fault,
for I was still outside politics—you were at first
disposed to hope that the Phocians would escape
ruin, although you knew that they were in the wrong,
and to exult over any misfortune that might befall
the Thebans, with whom you were justly and
reasonably indignant because of the immoderate
use they had made of the advantage they gained
at Leuctra. The Peloponnesus was divided. The
enemies of the Lacedaemonians were not strong
enough to destroy them ; and the aristocrats whom
the Lacedaemonians had put into power had lost
control of the several states. In those states and
everywhere else there was indiscriminate strife and
confusion. Philip, observing these conditions, which
were apparent enough, spent money freely in bribing
traitorous persons in all the cities, and tried to
promote embroilment and disorder. He based his
designs on the errors and follies of others, and the
growth of his power was perilous to us all. When
it was evident that the Thebans, now fallen from
arrogance to disaster, and much distressed by the
‘prolongation of the war, would be compelled to seek
the protection of Athens, Philip, to forestall such an
appeal and coalition, offered peace to you and
succour to them. Now what contributed to his
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success, when he found you ready to fall into his
trap almost eagerly, was the baseness, or, if you
prefer the term, the stupidity, or both, of the other
Greek states. You were fighting a long and in-
cessant war for purposes in which, as the event has
proved, they were all cnncerned and yet they
helped you neither with money, nor with men, nor
wlth anything else ; and so, in your just and natural
indignation, you rcadﬂy accepted Philip’s suggestion.
The peace conceded to him at that time was due
to the causes I have named, and not, as Aeschines
maliciously insists, to me ; and the misdeeds and
the corruption of Aeschines and his party during
that peace will be found, on any honest inquiry,
to be the true cause of our present troubles. These
distinctions and explanations I offer merely for the
sake of accuracy; for if you should suppose that
there was any guilt, or ever so much guilt, in that
peace-making business, the suspicion does not
concern me. The first man to raise the question
of peace in a speech was Aristodemus, the actor,
and the man who took up the cue, moved the
resolution, and, with Aeschines, became Philip’s
hired agent, was Philocrates of Hagnus — your
confederate, Aeschines, not mine, though you lie
till you are black in the face. Their supporters in
the debate were Eubulus and Cephisophon —on
whose motives I have at present nothing to say.
I never spoke in favour of the peace. And yet, though
the facts are such and demonstrated to be such,
he has the amazing impudence to tell you that I
amto~blame for the terms of péace, and that I
stnppeﬂ the city from arranging the terms in con-
junction with a congress of the Greek states. Why,
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you, you—but I can find no epithet bad enough for
you—was there any single occasion when you, having
observed me in your presence trying to rob the state
of a negotiation and of an alliance which you have
just described as of the greatest importance, either
made any protest, or rose to give the people anﬁ
information whatsoever about the proceeding whic
you now denounce ? Yet if I had really intrigued
with Philip to stop a Panhellenic coalition, it was your
business not to hold your peace, but to cry aloud, to
protest, to inform the people. You did nothing of
the sort. No one ever heard that fine voice of yours.
Of course not; for at that time there was no
embassy visiting any of the Greek states, but all
the states had long ago been sounded, and there
is not an honest word in his whole story. Moreover,
his falsehoods are the worst of slanders upon Athens.
If at one and the same time you were inviting the
Greeks to make war and sending envoys to Philip to
negotiate pcace, you were playing a part worthy of
Eurybatus ¢ the impostor, not of a great city or of
honest men. But it is false ; it is false ! For what
purpose could you have summoned them at that
crisis 7 For peace ? They were all enjoying peace.
For war? You were already discussing terms of
peace. Therefore it is clear that I did not promote,
and was in no way responsible for, the original peace,
and that all his other calumnies are equally false.
Now observe what policy we severally adopted
after the conclusion of peace. You will thereby
ascertain who acted throughout as Philip’s agent,
and who served your interests and sought the good

¢ Eurybatus, of Ephesus, a proverbial knave, gave to
Cyrus military money entrusted to him by Croesus. |
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of the city. I proposed in the Council that the
ambassadors should sail without delay to any place
where they might learn that Philip was to be found,
and there receive from him the oath of ratification ;
but in spite of my resolution they refused to go.
What was the reason of that refusal? 1 will tell
you. It suited Philip’s purposes that the interval
should be as long, and ours that it should be as
short as possible ; for you had suspended all your
preparations for war, not merely from the day of
ratification, but from that on which you first began
to expect peace. That was just what Philip was
contriving all the time, expecting with good reason
that he would hold safely any Athenian possessions
which he might seize before the ratification, as no
one would break the peace to recover them. Fore-
seeing that result, and appreciating its importance,
I moved that the embassy should repair to the place
where they would find Philip and swear him in with-
out delay, in order that the oath might be taken
while your allies the Thracians were still holding the
places about which Aeschines was so sarcastic—
Serrium, Myrtenum, and Ergisce—and that Philip
might not get control of Thrace by seizing the
positions of advantage and so providing himself
amply with men and money for the furtherance of
his ulterior designs. That decree Aeschines neither
cites nor reads; though he mentions to my dis-
credit that I suggested in Council that the Mace-
donian ambassadors should be introduced. What
ought I to have done ? Objected to the introduction
of men who had come expressly to confer with
you? Ordered the lessee not to give them reserved
seats in the theatre ? But they could have sat in
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the threepenny seats, if I had not moved my resolu-
tion. Or was it my business to take care of the
public pence, and put up the state for sale, like
Aeschines and his friends? Surely not. Please
take and read this decree, which the prosecutor
omitted, though he knows it well.

(The Decree of Demosthenes is read)

[In the archonship of Mnesiphilus, on the thirtieth day of
Hecatombaeon, the tribe Pandionis then holding the pre-
sidency, Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania,
proposed that, whereas Philip has sent ambassadors and has
agreed to articles of peace, it be resolved by the Council
and People of Athens, with a view to the ratification of the
peace as accepted by vote of the first Assembly, to choose
at once five ambassadors from all the citizens; and that
those so elected repair without delay wheresoever they
ascertain Philip to be, and take and administer to him the
oaths with all dispatch according to the articles agreed on
between him and the People of Athens, including the
Allies on either side. The ambassadors chosen were Eubulus
of Anaphlystus, Aeschines of Cothocidae, Cephisophon of
Rhamnus, Democrates of Phlya, Cleon of Cothocidae.]

My object in moving this decree was to serve
Athens, not Philip. Nevertheless these excellent
envoys took so little heed of it that they loitered
in Macedonia for three whole months, until Philip
returned from Thrace, having subdued the whole
country ; though they might have reached the
Hellespont in ten or perhaps in three or four days,
and rescued the outposts by receiving the oaths
of ratification before Philip captured them. He
dared not have touched them in our presence, or
we should not have accepted his oath, and so he
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would have missed his peace, instead of gaining
both his objects-—peace and the strongholds as
well.

Such then is the history of the first act of knavery
on Philip’s part, and venality on the part of these
dishonest men at the time of the embassy. For that
act I avow that I was then, am still, and ever shall
be their enemy and their adversary. I will next
exhibit an act of still greater turpitude which
comes next in order of time. When Philip had
sworn to the peace, having first secured Thrace
because of their disobedience to my decree, he bribed
them to postpone our departure from Macedonia
until he had made ready for his expedition against
the Phocians. He was afraid that, if we reported
that he intended and was already preparing to
march, you would turn out and sail round with your
fleet to Thermopylae, and block the passage, as you
did before; and his object was that you should not
receive our report until he had reached this side of
Thermopylae and you were powerless. He was so
nervous, and so much worried by the fear that, in
spite of his Thracian success, his enterprise would
slip from his fingers if you should intervene before
the Phocians perished, t%’mt he made a new bargain
with this vile creature —all by himself this time,
not in common with his colleagues —to make
that speech and to render that report to you, by
which all was lost. I earnestly beg you, men of
Athens, to bear in mind throughout this trial that,
if_Aeschines had not gone outside the articles of
indictment in his denunciation of me, T too would
not have digressed ; but as he has resorted to every
sort of imputation and slander, 1_am gcompelled to
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reply briefly to all his charges in turn. What then
were the speeches he made at that crisis—the
speeches that brought everything to ruin ? He told
you that you need not be excited because Philip had
passed Thermopylae ; that, if only you kept quiet,
you would get all you wanted, and would within
two or three days learn that Philip was now the
friend of those to whom he came as enemy, and
the enemy of those to whom he came as friend. The
bonds of amity, he declared, with his most impres-
sive eloquence, are fortified not by words but by
community of interest ; and it was an interest common
to Philip, to the Phocians, and to all of you alike,
to be quit of the unfeeling and offensive behaviour
of the Thebans. Some of you were delighted to
hear these remarks, for at that time we all disliked
the Thebans. What was the result—not the distant,
but the immediate result? That the Phocians
perished and their cities were demolished ; that
you took his advice and kept quiet—and before
long were carrying in your chattels from the country ;
and that Aeschines pocketed his fee. A further
result was that Athens got all the ill will of
the Thebans and Thessalians, and Philip all their
gratitude for these transactions. To prove the
truth of these statements, please read the decree of
Callisthenes and Philip’s letter, which will make
every point clear,

(The Decree of Callisthenes is read)

[In the archonship of Mnesiphilus, at an extraordinary
assembly convened by the Generals and the Presidents,
with the approval of the Council, on the twenty-first day of
Maemacterion, Callisthenes, son of Eteonicus, of P‘ha:l.luerumI
proposed that no Athenian be allowed upon any pretext
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whatsoever to pass the night in the country, but only in the
City and Peiraeus, except those stationed in the garrison ;
that the latter keep each the post assigned to him, leaving it
neither by day nor by night. Any person disobeying this
decree shall be liable to the statutory penalty for treason,
unless he can prove inability to obey in his own case, such
plea of inability to be judged by the General of the Infantry,
the Paymaster-General, and the Secretary of the Council.
All property in the country shall be immediately removed,
if within a radius of 120 furlongs, to the City and Peiraeus :
if outside this radius, to Eleusis, Phyle, Aphidna, Rhamnus,
or Sunium. Proposed by Callisthenes of Phalerum.]

Was it with such expectations that you made the
peace? Were these the promises of this hireling ?

Now read the letter sent to Athens afterwards
by Philip.

(Philip’s Letter is read)

[Philip, King of Macedonia, to the Council and People
of Athens, greeting. Know that we have passed within the
Gates, and have subdued the district of Phocis. We have
put garrisons in all the fortified places that surrendered
voluntarily ; those that did not obey we have stormed and
razed to the ground, selling the inhabitants into slavery.
Hearing that you are actually preparing an expedition to
help them, I have written to you to save you further trouble
in this matter. Your general policy strikes me as unreason-
able, to agree to peace, and yet take the field against me,
and that although the Phocians were not included in the
terms upon which we agreed. Therefore if you decline to
abide by your agreements, you will gain no advantage savc
that of being the aggressors.]

Though the letter is addressed to you, it contains,
as you hear, a distinct intimation intended for his
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own allies: *““I have done this against the wishes
and the interests of the Athenians. Therefore, if
you Thebans and Thessalians are wise, you will
treat them as your enemies, and put your confidence
in me.” That is the meaning conveyed, though not
in those words. By such delusions he carried them
off their feet so completely that they had no foresight
nor any inkling whatever of the sequel, but allowed
him to take control of the whole business ; and that
is the real cause of their present distresses. And the
man who was hand-in-glove with Philip, and helped
him to win that blind confidence, who brought lying
reports to Athens and deluded his fellow-citizens,
was this same Aeschines who to-day bewails the
sorrows of the Thebans and recites their pitiful
story, being himself guilty of those sorrows, guilty
of the distresses of the Phocians, guilty of all the
sufferings of every nation in Greece. Yes, Aeschines,
beyond a doubt, you are sincerely grieved by that
tale of woe, you are wrung with pity for the poor
Thebans, you, who hold estates in Boeotia, you,
who till the farms that once were theirs; it is I
who exult—I, who was at once claimed as a victim
by the perpetrator ¢ of those wrongs !

However, I have digressed to topics that will
perhaps be more appropriately discussed later on.
I return to my proof that the misdeeds of these
men are the real cause of the present situation.

When you had been deluded by Philip through
the agency of the men who took his pay when
on embassy and brought back fictitious reports, and
when the unhappy Phocians were likewise deluded,
and all their cities destroyed, what happened ?
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Those vile Thessalians and those ill-conditioned
Thebans regarded _Philip as their friend, their
benefactor, and their deliverer. He was all in all
to them ; they would not listen to the voice of any-
one who spoke ill of him. You Athenians, though
suspicious and dissatisfied, observed the terms of
peace, for you could do nothing.. The rest of the
Greeks, though similarly overreached and dis-
appointed, observed the peace; and yet in a sense
the war against them had already begun ; for when
Philip was moving hither and thither, subduing
Illyrians and Triballians, and some Greeks as well,
when he was gradually getting control of large
military resources, and when certain Greek citizens,
including Aeschines, were availing themselves of the
liberty of the peace to visit Macedonia and take
bribes, all these movements were really acts of war
upon the states against which Philip was making
his preparations. That they failed to perceive it
is another story, and does not concern me. My
forebodings and expostulations were unceasing ; I
uttered them in the Assembly and in every city to
which I was sent. But all the cities were de-
moralized. The active politicians were venal and
corrupted by the hope of money: the unofficial
classes and the people in general were either blind
to the future or ensnared by the listlessness and
indolence of their daily life ; in all the malady had
gone so far that they expected the danger to descend
anywhere but upon themselves, and even hoped
to derive their security at will from the perils of
others. In the result, of course, the excessive and
inopportune apathy of the common people has been
punished by the loss of their independence, while
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their leaders, who fancied they were selling every-
thing except themselves, discover too late that
their own liberty was the first thing they sold.
Instead of the name of trusty friend, in which they
rejoiced when they were taking their bribes, they
are dubbed toad-eaters and scoundrels, and other
suitable epithets, What did they expect? Men
of Athens, it is not because he wants to do a traitor
a good turn that a man spends his money ; nor,
when he has once got what he paid for, has he any
further use for the traitor’s counsels. Otherwise
treason would be the most profitable of all trades.
But it is not so. How could it be? Farfromit! As
soon as the man who grasps at power has achieved
his purpose, he is the master of those who sold him
his mastery; and then — yes, then!—knowing
their baseness, he loathes them, mistrusts them,
and reviles them. Look at these instances, be-
cause, though the right time for action is past,
for wise men it is always the right time to under-
stand history. Lasthenes was hailed as friend—
until he betrayed Olynthus; Timolaus, until he
brought Thebes to ruin; Eudicus and Simus of
Larissa, until they put Thessaly under Philip’s heel.
Since then the whole world has become crowded with
men exiled, insulted, punished in every conceivable
way. What of Aristratus at Sicyon? or Perilaus®
at Megara? Are they not outcasts? From these
examples it may be clearly discerned that the man
who is most vigilant in defence of his country and
most vigorous in his opposition to treason—he is
the man, Aeschines, who provides you traitors and

8 Perilaus: so mss, here, and, with variations, in 295;
according to Greek lexicographers the name was Perillus.
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mercenaries with something that you can betray for
a bribe ; and, if you are still secure and still drawing
your pay, you owe this to the great majority of these
citizens, and to those who thwarted your purposes—
for your own efforts would long ago have brought
you to destruction.

I could say much more about the history of that
time, but I suppose that what has been said is more
than enough. My antagonist is to blame, for he
has so bespattered me with the sour dregs of his
own knavery and his own crimes, that I was obliged
to clear myself in the eyes of men too young to
remember those transactions. But it has perhaps
been wearisome to you, who, before I said a word,
knew all about his venality. However, he calls it
friendship and amity; and only just now he
spoke of * the man who taunts me with the friend-
ship of Alexander.” I taunt you with the friend-
ship of Alexander! Where did you get it? How
did you earn it? I am not out of my mind, and I
would never call you the friend either of Philip
or Alexander, unless we are to call a harvester or
other hired labourer the friend of the man who pays
him for his job. But it is not so. How could it
be? Far from it! I call you Philip’s hireling of
yesterday, and Alexander’s hireling of to-day, and
so does every man in this Assembly. If you doubt
my word, ask them ; or rather I will ask them myself.
Come, men of Athens, what do you think? Is
Aeschines Alexander’s hireling, or Alexander’s
friend ?—You hear what they say.

I propose then at last to come to my defence
against the actual indictment, and to a recital of my
public acts, that Aeschines may hear from me what
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he knows perfectly well, the grounds on which I
claim that I deserve even larger rewards than those
proposed by the Council. Please take and read the
indictment.

(The Indictment is read)

[In the archonship of Chaerondas, on the sixth day of
Elaphebolion, Aeschines, son of Atrometus, of Cothocidae,
indicted Ctesiphon, son of Leosthenes, of Anaphlystus,
before the Archon for a breach of the constitution, in that
he proposed an unconstitutional decree, to wit, that Demo-
sthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania should be crowned
with a golden crown, and that proclamation should be
made in the Theatre at the Great Dionysia, when the new
tragedies are produced, that “‘the People crown Demosthenes,
son of Demosthenes, of Paeania, with a golden crown for
his merit and for the goodwill which he has constantly
displayed both towards all the Greeks and towards the

eople of Athens, and also for his steadfastness, and because
ﬂe Kas constantly by word and deed promoted the best
interests of the people, and is forward to do whatever good
he can,” all these proposals being false and unconstitutional,
inasmuch as the laws forbid, first, the entry of false state-
ments in the public records; secondly, the crowning of
one liable to audit (now Demosthenes is Commissioner of
Fortifications and a trustee of the Theatrical Fund) ; thirdly,
the proclamation of the crown in the Theatre at the Dionysia
on tie day of the new tragedies; but if the crowning is by
the Council, it shall be proclaimed in the Council-house, if
by the State, in the Assembly on the Pnyx. Fine demanded :
ﬁgt}r talents. Witnesses to summons: Cephisophon, son
of Cephisophon, of Rhamnus, Cleon, son of Cleon, of
Gﬂthncidaeﬁ

These are the clauses of the decree against which
this prosecution is directed ; but from these very
clauses I_hope to prove to your satisfaction that I
have an honest defence to offer. For I will take the
charges one by one in the same order as the prose-
cutor, without any intentional omission. Now take
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first the clause which recites that in word and deed
I have constantly done my best for the common
weal, and that I am ever zealous to do all the good
in my power, and which commends me on those
grounds. Your judgement on that clause must, I
take it, depend simply on my public acts, by examin-
ing which you will discover whether Ctesiphon has
given a true and proper, or a false, description
of my conduct. As for his proposing that a crown
should be given to me, and the decoration proclaimed
in the Theatre, without adding the words, *“ provided
he shall first have rendered his accounts,”” I conceive
that that also is related to my public acts, whether
I am, or am not, worthy of the crown and of the pro-
clamation before the people ; but I have, however,
also to cite the statutes that authorize such a proposal.
In this way, men of Athens, I am resolved to offer
an honest and straightforward defence. I will
proceed at once to the history of my own actions ;
and let no one imagine that I am straying from the
indictment if I touch upon Hellenic policy and
Hellenic questions; for by attacking as mendacious
that clause of the decree which alleges that in word
and deed I have acted for the common good, it is
Aeschines who has made a discussion of the whole
of my public life necessary and pertinent to the
indictment. Further, out of many spheres of public
activity I chose Hellenic affairs as my province, and
therefore I am justified in taking Hellenic policy
as the basis of my demonstration.

Well, I pass by those successes which Philip achieved
and maintained before I became a politician and a
public speaker, as I do not think that they concern
me. I will, however, remind you of enterprises of
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his which were thwarted after the day on which I
entered public life. Of these I will render an
account, premising only that Philip started with
this enormous advantage. In all the Greek states—
not in some but in every one of them—it chanced
that there had sprung up the most abundant crop of
traitorous, venal, and profligate politicians ever
known within the memory of mankind. These
persons Philip adopted as his satellites and accom-
plices. The disposition of Greeks towards one
another was already vicious and quarrelsome ; and
he made it worse. Some he cajoled; some he
bribed ; some he corrupted in every possible way.
He split them into many factions, although all had
one common interest—to thwart his aggrandizement.
Now seeing that all Greece was in such a plight, and
still unconscious of a gathering and ever-growing
evil, what was the right policy for Athens to adopt,
and the right action for her to take ? That is the
question, men of Athens, which you ought to
consider, and that is the issue on which I ought to
be called to account ; for I was the man who took
up a firm position in that department of your public
affairs. Was it the duty of our city, Aeschines, to
abase her pride, to lower her dignity, to rank herself
with Thessalians and Dolopians, to help Philip to
establish his supremacy over Greece, to annihilate
the glories and the prerogatives of our forefathers ?
Or, if she rejected that truly shameful policy, was
she to stand by and permit aggressions which she
must have long foreseen, and knew would succeed if
none should intervene ? I would now like to ask the
man who censures our past conduct most severely,
what party he would have wished our city to join.
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The party that shares the guilt of all the disasters
and dishonours that have befallen Greece,—the
party, as one may say, of the Thessalians and their
associates 7 Or that which permitted those disasters
in the hope of selfish gain, the party in which we
may include the Arcadians, the Messenians, and the
Argives? Why, the fate of many, indeed of all,
of those nations is worse than ours. For if, after his
victory, Philip had at once taken himself off, and
relapsed into inactivity, harassing neither his own
allies nor any other Greeks, there might have been
some reason for finding fault with the opponents of
his enterprises ; but seeing that, wherever he could,
he destroyed the prestige, the authority, the in-
dependence, and even the constitution of every
city alike, who can deny that you chose the most
honourable of all policies when you followed my
advice ?

To resume my argument : I ask you, Aeschines,
what was the duty of Athens when she perceived
that Philip’s purpose was to establish a despotic
empire over all Greece? What language, what
counsels, were incumbent upon an adviser of the
people at Athens, of all places in the world, when I was
conscious that, from the dawn of her history to the
day when I first ascended the tribune, our country
had ever striven for primacy, and honour, and
renown, and that to serve an honourable ambition
and the common welfare of Greece she had expended
her treasure and the lives of her sons far more
generously than any other Hellenic state fighting
only for itself; and knowing as I did that our
antagonist Philip himself, contending for empire
and supremacy, had endured the loss of his eye, the
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fracture of his collar-bone, the mutilation of his
hand and his leg, and was ready to sacrifice to the
fortune of war any and every part of his body, if only
the life of the shattered remnant should be a life of
honour and renown ? Surely no man will dare to
call it becoming that in a man reared at Pella,
then a mean and insignificant city, such lofty ambi-
tion should be innate as to covet the dominion
of all Greece, and admit that aspiration to his soul,
while you, natives of Athens, observing day by
day, in every speech you hear and in every spectacle
you behold, memorials of the high prowess of your
forefathers, should sink to such cowardice as by a
spontaneous, voluntary act to surrender your liberty
to a Philip. No one will make that assertion. The
only remaining, and the necessary, policy was to
resist with justice all his unjust designs. That policy
was adopted by you from the start in a spirit that well
became you, and forwarded by me in all my proposals,
according to the opportunities of my public life. I
admit the charge. Tell me ; what ought I to have
done ? I put the question to you, Aeschines, dismiss-
ing for the moment everything else—Amphipolis,
Pydna, Potidaea, Halonnesus. I have no recollection
of those places. Serrium, Doriscus, the sack of
Peparethus, and all other injuries of our city—I ignore
them utterly. Yet you told us that I entangled
the citizens in a quarrel by my talk about those
places, though every resolution that concerned them
was moved by Eubulus, or Aristophon, or Diopeithes,
not by me ; only you allege so glibly whatever suits
your purpose! FEven now I will not discuss
them. But here was a man annexing Euboea and
making it a basis of operations against Attica,
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attacking Megara, occupying Oreus, demolishing
Porthmus, establishing the tyranny of Philistides
at Oreus and of Cleitarchus at Eretria, subjugating
the Hellespont, besieging Byzantium, destroying
some of the Greek cities, reinstating exiled traitors
in others: by these acts was he, or was he not,
committing injustice, breaking treaty, and violating
the terms of peace? Was it, or was it not, right
that some man of Grecian race should stand forward
to stop those aggressions? If it was not right, if
Greece was to present the spectacle, as the phrase
goes, of the looting of Mysia,” while Athenians still
lived and breathed, then I am a busybody, because
I spoke of those matters, and Athens, too, is a
busybody because she listened to me; and let all
her misdeeds and blunders be charged to my
account ! But if it was right that some one should
intervene, on whom did the duty fall, if not on the
Athenian democracy ? That tllEIl was my pﬂ]]c}r I
saw a man enslaving all mankind, and I stood in his
way. I never ceased warning you and admonishing
you to surrender nothing.

The peace was broken by Philip, when he seized
those merchantmen; not by Athens, Aeschines.
Produce the decrees, and Philip’s letter, and read
them in their proper order. They will show who
was responsible for each several proceeding.

(A Decree is read)

[In the archonship of Neocles, in the month Boédromion,
at an extraordinary meeting of the Assembly convened by
the Generals, Eubulus, son of Mnesitheus, of Coprus,

@ looting of Mysia, by pirates; the proverbial example
of cowardly non-resistance.
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proposed that, whereas the generals have announced in
the assembly that the admiral Leodamas and the twenty
ships under his command, sent to the Hellespont to convoy
corn, have been removed to Macedonia by Philip’s officer,
Amyntas, and are there kept in custody, it shall be the concern
of the presidents and of the generals that the Council be
convened and ambassadors chosen to go to Philip; that
on their arrival they shall confer with him about the seizure
of the admiral and the ships and the soldiers, and, if Amyntas
acted in ignorance, they shall say that the people attach
no blame to him ; or, if the admiral was caught exceeding
his instructions, that the Athenians will investigate the
matter, and punish him as his carelessness shall deserve ;
if, on the other hand, neither of these suppositions is true,
but it was a deliberate affront on the part either of the
officer or of his superior, they shall state the same, in order
that the people, being apprised of it, may decide what
course to take.]

This decree was drawn up by Eubulus, not by me ;
the next in order by Aristophon; then we have
Hegesippus, then Aristophon again, then Philocrates,
then Cephisophon, and so on. I proposed no decree
dealing with these matters. Go on reading.

(Another Decree is read)

[In the archonship of Neocles, on the thirtieth day of
Boédromion, by sanction of the Council, the Presidents and
Generals introduced the report of the proceedings in the
Assembly, to wit, that the People had resolved that am-
bassadors be chosen to approach Philip concerning the re-
moval of the vessels, and that instructions be given them in
accordance with the decrees of the Assembly. The following
were chosen : Cephisophon, son of Cleon, of Anaphlystus,
Democritus, son of Demophon, of Anagyrus, Polycritus,
son of Apemantus, of Cothocidae. In the presidency of the
tribe Hippothontis, proposed by Aristophon, of Collytus, a
presidﬁnt.li

As I cite these decrees, Aeschines, you must cite
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some decree by proposing which I became responsible
for the war. But you cannot cite one ; if you could,
there is no document which you would have produced
more readily just now. Why, even Philip’s letter
casts no blame upon me in respect of the war: he
imputes it to other men. Read Philip’s actual letter.

(Philip’s Letter 18 read)

[Philip, King of Macedonia, to the Council and People
of Athens, greeting.—Your ambassadors, Cephisophon and
Democritus and Polycritus, visited me and discussed the
release of the vessels commanded by Leodamas. Now,
speaking generally, it seems to me that you will be very
simple people if you imagine that I do not know that the
vessels were sent ostensibly to convey corn from the Helles-
pont to LLemnos, but really to help the Selymbrians, who are
being besieged by me and are not included in the articles
of friendship mutually agreed upon between us. These
instructions were given to the admiral, without the cognisance
of the Athenian People, by certain officials and by others
who are now out of office, but who were anxious by every
means in their power to change the present friendly attitude
of the people towards me to one of open hostility, being
indeed much more zealous for this consummation than
for the relief of the Selymbrians. They conceive that such
a policy will be a source of income to themselves ; it does
not, however, strike me as profitable either for you or for
me. Therefore the vessels now in my harbours I hereby
release to you ; and for the future, if, instead of permitting
your statesmen to pursue this malicious policy, you will
be good enough to censure them, I too will endeavour to
preserve the peace. Farewell.]

In this letter there is no mention of the name of
Demosthenes, nor any charge against me. Why does
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he forget my acts, when he blames others ? Because
he could not mention me without recalling his own
transgressions, on which I fixed my attension, and
which I strove to resist. I began by proposing the
embassy to Peloponnesus, when first he tried to get
a footing there ; then the embassy to Euboea, when
he was tampering with Euboea; then an expedi-
tion —not an embassy —to Oreus, and again to
Eretria, when he had set up tyrants in those cities.
Subsequently I dispatched all those squadrons by
which the Chersonese was rescued from him, and
Byzantium, and all our allies. By this policy you
gained much glory, receiving commendations, eulo-
gies, compliments, decorations, and votes of thanks
from the recipients of your favours. Of the nations
that suffered aggression, those who followed your
advice gained their salvation, while those who scorned
it have had many occasions since to remember your
warnings, and to acknowledge not only your good-
will but your sagacity and foresight, for everything
has turned out as you predicted. Now that Philis-
tides would have paid a large sum for possession of
Oreus, and Cleitarchus for possession of Eretria, and
Philip himself to get those advantages of position
against you, or to escape conviction in other matters
or any inquiry into his wrongdoing in every quarter,
is well known to all—and to no one better than
to you, Aeschines. For the ambassadors who came
here from Cleitarchus and Philistides lodged at your
house and you entertained them. The govern-
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ment expelled them as enemies, and as men whose
proposals were dishonest and unacceptable; but to
you they were friends. Well, no part of their busi-
ness was successful,—you backbiter, who tell me that
I hold my tongue w1tg fee in my pocket, and cry
aloud when I have spent it! That is not your habit;
you.cry aloud without ceasing, and nothing will ever
stop your mouth ,—except perhaps a sentence of dis-
franchisement this very day.

Although at that time you decorated me for m
services, although Aristonicus drafted the decree in
the very same terms that Ctesiphon has now used,
although the decoration was proclaimed in the
theatre, so that this is the second proclamation of
my name there, Aeschines, who was present, never
opposed the decree, nor did he indict the proposer.
Take and read the decree in question.

(The Decree is read)

[In the archonship of Chaerondas, son of Hegemon, on
the twenty-fifth day of Gamelion, the tribe [.eontis holding
the presidency, Aristonicus of I’hrearrii proposed that, whereas
Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania, has conferred
many great obligations on the People of Athens, and has
aided many of the Allies by his decrees both heretofore and
upon the present occasion, and has liberated some of the
cities of Fuboea, and is a constant friend of the Athenian
People, and by word and deed does his utmost in the in-
terests of the Athenians themselves as well as of the other
Greeks, it be resolved by the Council and People of Athens
to commend Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania,
and to crown him with a golden crown, and to proclaim the
crown in the Theatre at the Dionysia at the performance of
the new tragedies, the proclamation of the crown being
entrusted to the tribe holding the presidency and to the
steward of the festival. Proposed by Aristonicus of Phrearrii.]
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Is any one of you aware of any dishonour, contempt,
or ridicule that has befallen the city in consequence of
that decree, such as he now tells you will follow, if I am
crowned 7 While acts are still recent and notorious,
they are requited with gratitude, if good, and with
punishment, if evil, and from this decree it appears
that I received on that occasion gratitude, not censure
nor punishment.

Therefore, up to the date of those transactions it
is shown by common consent that my conduct was
entirely beneficial to the commonwealth. The proofs
are, that my speeches and motions were successful
at your deliberations; that my resolutions were
carried into effect; that thereby decorations came
to the city and to all of you as well as to me ; and
that for these successes you thanked the gods with
sacrifices and processions.

When Philip was driven out of Euboea by your
arms, and also,—though these men choke themselves
with their denials,—by my policy and my decrees,
he cast about for a second plan of attack against
Athens; and ubserving that we consume more im-
ported corn than any other nation, he proposed to
get control of the carrying trade in corn. He ad-
vanced towards Thrace, and the first thing he did
was to claim the help of the Byzantines as his
allies in the war against you. When they refused,
declaring with entire truth that the terms of alliance
included no such obligation, he set up a stockade
against their city, planted artillery, and began a
siege. I will not further ask what was your proper
course in those circumstances,—the answer is too
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obvious. But who sent reinforcements to the By-
zantines and delivered them ? Who prevented the
estrangement of the Hellespont at that crisis ? You,
men of Athens; and when I say you, I mean the
whole city. Who advised the city, moved the resolu-
tions, took action, devoted himself whole-heartedly
and without stint to that business? I did; and I
need not argue how profitable my policy was, for
you know it by experience. The war in which we
then engaged, apart from the renown it brought to
you, made all the necessaries of life more abundant
and cheaper than the peace we now enjoy, the peace
which these worthies cherish to the disadvantage
of the city, in view of future expectations! May
those expectations fail! May they share only the
blessings for which you men of honest intent suppli-
cate the gods! And may they never bestow upon
you any share in the principles they have chosen !
Now read of the crowns of the Byzantines and of the
Perinthians, conferred by them upon the city for
these services.

(The Decres of the Byzantines is read)

[In the recordership of Bosporichus, Damagetus proposed
in the Assembly, with the sanction of the Council, that,
whereas the Athenian People in former times have been
constant friends of the Byzantines and of their allies
and kinsmen the Perinthians, and have conferred many
great services upon them, and recently, when Philip of
Macedon attacked their land and city to exterminate the
Byzantines and DPerinthians, burning and devastating the
land, they came to our aid with a hundred and twenty ships
and provisions and arms and infantry, and extricated us
from great dangers, and restored our original constitution
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and our laws and our sepulchres, it be resolved by the People
of Byzantium and Perinthus to grant to the Athenians
rights of intermarriage, citizenship, tenure of land ard
houses, the seat of honour at the games, access to the Council
and the people iminediately after the sacrifices, and im-
munity from all public services for those who wish to settle
in our city; also to erect three statues, sixteen cubits in
height, in the Bosporeum, representing the People of Athens
being crowned by the Peoples of Byzantium and Perinthus ;
also to send deputations to the Panhellenic gatherings, the
Isthmian, Nemean, Olympian, and Pythian games, and
there to proclaim the crown wherewith the Athenian People
has been crowned by us, that the Greeks may know the
merits of the Athenians and the gratitude of the Byzantines
and the Perinthians.)

Read also of the crowns awarded by the inhabi-
tants of the Chersonese.

(The Decree of the Chersonesites is read)

[The peoples of the Chersonesus inhabiting Sestus, Elaeus,
Madytus, and Alopeconnesus, do crown the Council and
People of Athens with a golden crown -of sixty talents’
value,® and erect an altar to Gratitude and to the People
of Athens, because they have been a contributory cause of
all the greatest blessings to the peoples of the Chersonesus,
having rescued them from Philip and restored their father-
land, their laws, their freedom, and their temples ; also in
all time to come they will not fail to be grateful and to do
them every service in their power. This decree was passed
in Confederate Council.]

Thus my considered policy was not only successful
in delivering the Chersonese and Byzantium, in pre-
venting the subjugation of the Hellespont to Philip,
and in bringing distinction to the city, but it exhibited

¢ These can hardly be standard talents. Perhaps they
were the later conventional talents, mentioned by Philemon,
which were equal to three gold staters or didrachmas (say
4s. 6d.): or perhaps the Chersonesus had an unknown
standard of its own; or perhaps the forger of these
documents was generous in disbursing other people’s gold.
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to mankind the noble spirit of Athens and the de-
pravity of Philip. For he, the ally of the Byzantines,
was besieging them in the sight of all men: could
anything be more discreditable and outrageous ?
But you, who might with justice have found fault
with them for earlier acts of trespass, so far from
being vindictive and deserting them in their distress,
appeared as their deliverers, and by that conduct
won renown,—the goodwill of the whole world.
Moreover all know that you have awarded crowns
to many politicians; but no one can name any
man—] mean any statesman or orator — except
me, by whose exertions the city itself has been
crowned.

I wish to show you that the attack Aeschines made
on the Euboeans and the Byzantines by raking up
old stories of their disobliging conduct towards you,
was mere spiteful calumny,—not only because,
as I think you all must know, those stories are false,
but because, even if they were entirely true, the
merits of my policy are not affected,—by relating,
with due brevity, two or three of the noble actions
of your own commonwealth ; for the public conduct !
of a state, like the private conduct of a man, should
always be guided by its most honourable traditions.
When the Lacedaemonians, men of Athens, had the
supremacy of land and sea, and were holding with
governors and garrisons all the frontiers of Attica,
Euboea, Tanagra, all Boeotia, Megara, Aegina, Ceos,

and the other islands, for at that time Athens had
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no ships and no walls, you marched out to Haliartus,®
and again a few days later to Corinth. The Athen-
ians of those days had good reason to bear malice
against the Corinthians and the Thebans for their
conduct during the Decelean War ; but they bore no
malice whatever. Yet in making both these expedi-
tions, Aeschines, they were not requiting benefits
received, and they knew they were taking risks.
They did not use those pleas as excuses for deserting
men who had sought their protection. For the sake
of honour and glory they willingly encountered those
perils,—a righteous and a noble resolve ! For every
man death is the goal of life, though he keep himself
cloistered in his ﬂﬁamber s but it behoves the brave
to set their hands to every noble enterprise, bearing
before them the buckler of hope, and to endure
g‘aﬂanﬂy whatever fate God may allot. So your
orefathers played their part; so also did the elder
among yourselves. The Lacedaemonians were no
friends or benefactors of ours ; they had done many
grievous wrongs to our commonwealth ; but when
the Thebans, after their victory at Leuctra, threat-
ened to exterminate them, you balked that revenge,
without fear of the prowess and high repute of the
Thebans, without thought of the past misdeeds of the
people for whom you imperilled yourselves. And so
you taught to all Greece the lesson that, however
gravely a nation may have offended against you,
you keep your resentment for proper occasions, but

if ever their life or their liberty is endangered, you

¢ Haliartus, 395 B.c.; Corinth, 394 B.c.; Decelean war,
the last period, 413-404, of the Peloponnesian War, when
the Spartans held the fortified position of Decelea in
Attica.
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will not indulge your rancour or take your wrongs
into account.

Not only towards the Lacedaemonians have you so
demeaned yourselves; but when the Thebans were
trying to annex Euboea, you were not indifferent ; you
did not call to mind the injuries you had suffered from
Themiso and Theodorus in the matter of Oropus;
you carried aid even to them. That was in the early
days of the volunteer trierarchs, of whom I was one ;
but I say nothing of that now. Your deliverance of
the island was a generous act, but still more gener-
ously, when you had their lives and their cities at
your mercy, you restored them honestly to men who
had sinned against you, forgetting vour wrongs where
you found yourselves trusted. I pass over ten thou-
sand instances I could cite,—battles by sea, expedi-
tions by land, campaigns of ancient date and of our
own times, in all of which Athens engaged herself for
the freedom and salvation of Greece. Having before
my eyes the spectacle of a city in all those great enter-
prises ready to fight the battles of her neighbours,
what advice was I to give and what policy to urge,
when her deliberations in some measure concerned
herself ? To bear malice against men who were
seeking deliverance? To search for excuses for
deserting the common cause? Should I not have
deserved death if even in word I had sought to
tarnish our honourable traditions ?, In word, I say ;.
for the deed you would never have done. Of
that I am well assured, for if you so wished, what
stood in your way? Was it not in your power?
Were not Aeschines and his friends there to advise
you !

I will now return to my next ensuing public actions ;
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consider them once again in relation to the best
interests of the commonwealth. Observing that the
navy was going to pieces, that the wealthy were
let off with trifling contributions, while citizens of
moderate or small means were losing all they had,
and that as a result the government was missing its
opportunities, I made a statute under which I com-
pelled the wealthy to take their fair share of expense,
stopped the oppression of the poor, and, by a measure
of great public benefit, caused your naval prepara-
tions to be made in good time. Being indicted for
this measure, I stood my trial before this court and
was acquitted, the prosecutor not getting the fifth
part of the votes. Now how much money do you
think the first, second, and third classes of con-
tributors on the Naval Boards offered me not to pro-
pose the measure, or, failing that, to put it on the
list and then drop it on demurrer®? It was so large
a sum, men of Athens, that I hardly like to name it.
It was natural that they should make this attempt.
Under the former statutes they might discharge their
public services in groups of sixteen, spending little
or nothing themselves, but grinding down the needy
citizens, whereas by my statute they had to return
the full assessment according to their means, and a
man who was formerly one of sixteen contributors to
a single trireme—for they were dropping the term
trierarch and calling themselves contributors—might
have to furnish two complete vessels. They offered
any amount to get the new rules abrogated and
escape their just obligation. Read first the decree,

to prosecute the author of a law or a decree for violation of
the constitution. Its effect was to keep the law in abeyance,
at whatever stage it had arrived, until the suit was decided.
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for which I was indicted and tried, and then the
schedules as compiled under the old statute and
under my statute.

(The Decree is read)

[In the archonship of Polycles, on the sixteenth of the
month Boé&dromion, the tribe Hippothontis holding the
presidency, Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania,
introduced a bill to amend the former law constituting the
syndicates for the equipment of triremes. The bill was
passed by the Council and the People, and Patrocles of Phlya
indicted Demosthenes for a breach of the constitution, and,
not obtaining the required proportion of votes, paid the fine
of five hundred drachmas.]

Now read that fine schedule,

(The Old Schedule is read)

[The trierarchs to be called up, sixteen for each trireme,
from the associations of joint contributors, from the age of
twenty-five to that of forty, paying equal contributions to
the public service.]

Now read for comparison the schedule under my
statute.

(The New Scheduls is read)

[The trierarchs to be chosen according to the assessment
of their property at ten talents to a trireme ; if the property
be assessed above that sum, the public service shall be fixed
proportionately up to three triremes and a tender. The
same proportion shall be observed where those whose pro-
perty is under ten talents form a syndicate to make up that

sum,]
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Do you think it was a trifling relief I gave to the
poor, or a trifling sum that the rich would have spent
to escape their obligation ? 1 pride myself not only
on my refusal of compromise and on my acquittal,
but also on having enacted a beneficial law and
proved it such by experience. During the whole
war, while the squadrons were organized under
my regulations, no trierarch made petition as
aggrieved, or appeared as a suppliant in the dock-
yard temple,® or was imprisoned by the Admiralty,
and no ship was either abandoned at sea and lost to
the state, or left in harbour as unseaworthy. Such
incidents were frequent under the old regulations,
because the public services fell upon poor men, and
impossible demands were often made. I transferred
the naval obligations from needy to well-to-do people,
and so the duty was always discharged. I also claim
credit for the very fact that all the measures I

adopted brought renown and distinction and strength
to the city, and that no measure of mine was

invidious, or vexatious, or spiteful, or shabby
and unworthy of Athens. You will find that I
maintained the same character both in domestic and
in Hellenic policy. At home I never preferred the
gratitude of the rich to the claims of the poor; in
foreign affairs I never coveted the gifts and the
friendship of Philip rather than the common interests

of all Greece.
My remaining task, I think, is to speak of the

¢ dockyard temple: lit. temple of (Artemis) Munichia :
the * Bluejackets' Church ™" at Peiraeus.
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proclamation and of the audit ; for I hope that what
I have already said has been sufficient to satisfy you
that my policy was the best, and that I have been
the people’s friend, and zealous in your service.
Yet I pass by the most important of my public
actions, first, because I conceive that my next duty is
to submit my explanations in respect of the actual
charge of illegality, secondly, because, though I say
nothing further about the rest of my policy, your
own knowledge will serve my purpose equally well.
As for Aeschines’ topsy-turvy miscellany of argu-
ments about the statutes transcribed for comparison,®
I vow to Heaven that I do not believe that you under-
stand the greater part of them, and I am sure they
were quite unintelligible to me. I can only offer
a plain, straightforward plea on the rights of the
matter. So far from claiming, as he invidiously
suggested just now, that I am not to be called to
account, I fully admit that all my life long I have
been accumﬂzjru for all my official acts and public
counsels ; but Tor the donations that I promised and
gave at my own expense I do say that I am not
accountable at any time—you hear that, Aeschines
—nor is any other man, though he be one of the
nine archons. Is there any law so compact of
iniquity and illiberality that, when a man out of sheer
generosity has given away his own money, it defrauds
him of the gratitude he has earned, drags him before
a set of prying informers, and gives them authority
to hold an audit of his free donations ? There is no
such law. If he contradicts me, let him produce the

@ The laws alleged to be violated were posted in court
side by side with the law or decree which was the object of
the prosecution.
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law, and I will be satisfied and hold my peace. But
no, the law does not exist, men of Athens ; only this
man, with his pettifogging spite, because, when I
was in charge of the theatric fund, I added gifts of
my own to that fund, says,  Ctesiphon gave him
a vote of thanks before he had rendered his accounts.”
Yes, but the vote of thanks did not concern the
accounts which I had to render; it was for my own
donations, you pettifogger! “ But you were also
a Commissioner of Fortifications.” Why, that is
how I earned my vote of thanks: I made a present
of the money I had spent, and did not charge it to
the public account. The account requires an audit
and checkers; the benefaction deserves gratitude
and formal thanks, and that is the very reason for
Ctesiphon’s proposition. That this distinction is re-
cognized both in the statutes and in your moral
feelings I can prove by many instances. Nausicles,
for example, has been repeatedly decorated by you
for the money he spent out of his own pocket when
serving as military commander. When Diotimus,
and on another occasion Charidemus, had made a
present of shields, they were crowned. Then there
is our friend Neoptolemus, who has received distinc-
tions for donations given by him as Commissioner
for sundry public works. It would be quite intoler-
able that it should either be illegal for a man holding
any office to make presents to the government, or
that, when he has made them, instead of receiving
thanks, he should be subjected to an audit. To
prove the truth of my statement, please take and
read the actual words of the decrees made in the
cases I have cited. Read.
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(Sundry Decrees are read)

[Archonship of Demonicus of P’hlya, on the twenty-sixth
day of Bo¢dromion, with sanction of Council and People:
Callias of Phrearrii proposed that the Council and People
resolve to crown Nausicles, the commander of the infantry,
because, when Philo, the official paymaster, was prevented
by storms from sailing with pay for the two thousand
Athenian infantry serving in Imbros to assist the Athenian
residents in that island, he paid them from his private
means, and did not send in a claim to the people ; and that

the crown be proclaimed at the Dionysia at the perform-
ance of the new tragedies.|

[Proposed by Callias of Phrearrii, and put to the vote by
the presidents, with sanction of Council: that, whereas
Charidemus, dispatched to Salamis in command of the
infantry, and Diotimus, commanding the cavalry, when in
the battle at the river some of the soldiers had been dis-
armed by the enemy, did at their own expense arm the
younger men with eight hundred shields, it be resolved by
the Council and People to crown Charidemus and Diotimus
with a golden crown, and to proclaim it at the great ’an-
athenaea during the gymnastic contest, and at the Dionysia
at the performance of the new tragedies; and that the
proclamation be entrusted to the judicial archons, the
presidents, and the stewards of the festival.]

Every one of the persons mentioned, Aeschines,
was liable to audit in respect of the office he
held, but not of the services for which he was
decorated. It follows that I am not liable; for,
surely, I have the same rights under the same con-
ditions as anybody else! I made donations. For
those donations I am thanked, not being subject to
audit for what I gave. I held office. Yes, and 1
have submitted to audit for my offices, though not
for my gifts. Ah, but perhaps I was guilty of official
misconduct 7 Well, the auditors brought me into
court—and no complaint from you !
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To prove that Aeschines himself testifies that I
have been crowned for matters in which I was audit-
free, take and read the whole of the decree that was
drawn in my favour. The proof that his prosecution
is vindictive will appear from those sentences in the
provisional decree which he has not indicted. Read.

(The Decree is read)

[In the archonship of Euthycles, on the twenty-third day
of Pyanepsion, the tribe Oeneis then holding the presidency,
Ctesiphon, son of Leosthenes, of Anaphlystus, proposed
that, whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania,
having been appointed superintendent of the repair of the
fortifications, and having spent upon the works three talents
from his private means, has made the same a benevolence
to the people ; and whereas, having been appointed treasurer
of the Theatrical Fund, he gave to the representatives of all
the tribes one hundred minas for sacrifices, it be resolved
bv the Council and People of Athens to commend the said
Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania, for his merits
and for the generosity which he has constantly displayed on
every occasion towards the People of Athens, and to crown
him with a golden ecrown, and to proclaim the crown in the
theatre at the Dionysia at the performance of the new
tragedies ; and that the proclamation be entrusted to the
steward of the festival.] |

Here, then, are my donations, in the decree—but
not in your indictment. Your prosecution is directed
to the rewards which the Council says that I ought
to receive for them. Acceptance of gifts you admit
to be legal ; gratitude for gifts you indict for ille-
gality. In Heaven’s name, what do we mean by
dishonesty and malignity, if you are not dishonest
and malignant ?

As for the proclamation in the Theatre, 1 will not
insist that thousands of names have been a thousand
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times so proclaimed, nor that I myself have been
crowned again and again before now. But, really now,
are you so unintelligent and blind, Aeschines, that you
are incapable of reflecting that a crown is equally
gratifying to the person crowned wheresoever it is
proclaimed, but that the proclamation is made in the
Theatre merely for the sake of those by whom it is
conferred ? I'or the whole vast audience is stimulated
to do service to the commonwealth, and applauds the
exhibition of gratitude rather than the recipient;
and that is the reason why the state has enacted this
statute. Please take and read it.

(The Statute iz read)

[In cases where crowns are bestowed by any of the town-
ships, the proclamation of the crown shall be made within
the respective townships, unless the crown is bestowed by
the People of Athens or by the Council, in which case it
shall l:nf:ﬁJ wful to proclaim it in the Theatre at the Dionysia.]

You hear, Aeschines, how the statute expressly
makes an exception : *‘ persons named in any decree
of the Council or the Assembly always excepted.
They are to be proclaimed.” Then why this miserable
pettifogging 7 Why these insincere arguments?
Why do you not try hellebore for your cumplaint?
Are you not ashamed to prosecute for spite, not
for_crime ;- mfsquoting this statute, curtailing that
statute, when they ought to be read in their entirety
to a jury sworn to vote according to their direction ?
And, while behaving like that, you treat us to your
definition of all the qualities proper to a patriotic
politician—as though you had bespoken a statue
according to specification, and it had been delivered
without the qualities specified ! As though talk, not
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deeds and policy, were the criterionof patriotism! And
then you raise your voice, like a clown at a carnival,®
and pelt me with epithets both decent and obscene,
suitable for yourself and your kindred, but not for me.

Here is another point, men of Athens. The dif-
ference between railing and accusation I take to be
this : accusation implies crimes punishable by law ;
railing, such abuse as quarrelsome people vent upon
one another according to their disposition. These
law courts, if T am’ not mistaken, were built by our
ancestors, not that we should convene you here to
listen to us taunting one another with the secret
scandal of private life, but that we should here bring
home to the guilty offences against the public weal.
Aeschines knows that as well as I do; but he has
a keener taste for scurrility than for accusation.
However, even in that respect he deserves to get as
good as he gives. 1 will come to that presently ;
meantime I will ask him just one question. Are we
to call you the enemy of Athens, Aeschines, or my
enemy ? Mine, of course. Yet you let slip your
proper opportunities of bringing me to justice on
behalf of the citizens, if 1 had done wrong, by audit,
by indictment, by any sort of legal procedure ; but
here, where I am invulnerable on every ground, by
law, by lapse of time, by limitation, by many earlier
judgements covering every point, by default of any
previous conviction for any public offence, here, where
the country must take her share in the repute or
disrepute of measures that were approved by the
people, here you have met me face to face. You pose

¢ like a clown at a carnival : lit., as from a wagon, in the
procession at a Dionysiac festival, ‘when coarse raillery was
customary. A similar expression is used in §§ 11 and 124.
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as my enemy ; are you sure you are not the enemy
of the: people ?

A righteous and conscientious verdict is now suffi-
ciently indicated ; but I have still, as it seems—not
because 1 have any v tasté Tor r'uhng, but because of
his ‘calumnies — to state the barc necessary facts
about ‘Aeschines, in return for a great many ﬁ I
must let you know who this man,” who starts on
vituperation so glibly—who ridicules certaiii™words
of mine hotigh he has himself said things that ev very
decent man would “shrimk fFom ﬁffenng——rﬂalll is,
and WAt is his parentage.™ Why, if my calumniator
had been Aeacus, or Rhadamanthus, or Minos, instead
of a mere scandal-monger, a market-place loafer, a
poor devil of a clerk, he could hardly have used such
language, or equipped himself with such offensive
expressions. Hark to his melodramatic bombast :
“Oh, Earth! Oh, Sun! Oh, Virtue,” and all that
vapouring ; his appeals to “ intelligence and educa-
tion, whereby we discriminate between things of
good and evil report "—for that was the sort of
rubbish you heard him spouting. Virtue! you runa-
gate ; what have you or your family to do with
virtue? How do you distinguish between good and
evil report ? Where and how did you qualify as a
moralist ? Where did you get your right to talk
about education? No really educated man would
use such language about himself, but would rather
blush to hear it from others ;” hut people like you,
who make stuptd pretensions to the culture of which
they are utterly destitute, succeed in disgusting
everybody whenever they open their lips, but never
in makirig thetmpresston they desire.

1 am at no loss for information about you and your
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family ; but I am at a loss where to begin. Shall
I relate how your father Tromes was a slave in the
house of Elpias, who kept an elementary school near
the Temple of Theseus, and how he wore shackles
on his legs and a timber collar round his neck ? or
how your mother practised daylight nuptials in an
outhouse next door to Heros the bone-setter,® and so
brought you up to act in tableaux vivants and to
excel in minor parts on the stage ? However, every-
body knows that without being told by me. Shall I
tell you how Phormio the boatswain, a slave of Dio of
Phrearrii, uplifted her from that chaste profession ?
But I protest that, however well the story becomes
you, I am afraid I may be thought to have chosen
topics unbecoming to mfrself I will pass by those
early days, and begin with his conduct nf his own life ;
for indeed it has been no ordinary life, but such as
is an abomination to a free penpﬁe Only recently
—recently, do I say? Why it was only the day
before yesterday when he became simultaneously an
Athenian and an orator, and, by the addition of two
syllables, transformed his father from Tromes to
Atrometus, and bestowed upon his mother the high-
sounding name of Glaucothea, although she was
universally known as the Banshee, a nickname she
owed to the pleasing diversity of her acts and ex-
periences—it can have no other origin. You were
raised from servitude to freedom, and from beggary
to opulence, by the favour of your fellow-citizens,
and yet you are so thankless and ill-conditioned that,
instead of showing them your gratitude, you take the
pay of their enemies and conduct political intrigues

identical with the Lycian ‘* Hero Physician.”” See Essay
VI. in Goodwin’s edition.
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to their detriment. I will not deal with speeches
wisich, on a disputable construction, may be called
patriotic, but I will recall to memory acts by which he
was proved beyond doubt to haveserved your enemies.

You all remember Antiphon, the man who was
struck off the register, and came back to Athens after
promising Philip that he would set fire to the dock-
yard. When I had caught him in hiding at Peiraeus,
and brought him before the Assembly, this malignant
fellow raised a huge outery about my scandalous and
undemocratic conduct in assaulting citizens in dis-
tress and breaking into houses without a warrant,
and so procured his acquittal. Had not the Council
of the Areopagus, becoming aware of the facts, and
seeing that you had made a most inopportune
blunder, started further inquiries, arrested the man,
and brought him into court a second time, the vile
traitor would have slipped out of your hands and
eluded justice, being smuggled out of the city by oux
bombastic phrase-monger. As it was, you put him
on the rack and then executed him, and you ought
to have done the same to Aeschines. In fact, the
Council of the Areopagus knew well that Aeschines
had been to blame throughout this affair, and there-
fore when, after choosing him by vote to speak in
support of your claims to the Temple at Delos, by
a misapprehension such as has often been fatal to
your public interests, you invited the co-operation
of that Council and gave them full authority, they
promptly rejected him as a traitor, and gave the
brief to Hypereides. On this occasion the ballot was
taken at the altar, and not a single vote was cast
for this wretch. To prove the truth of my statement,
please call the witnesses.
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(The Depositions are read)

[We, Callias of Sunium, Zeno of Phlya, Cleon of Phalerum,
Demonicus of Marathon, on behalf of all the councillors,
bear witness for Demosthenes that, when the people elected
Aeschines state-advocate before the Amphictyons in the
matter of the temple at Delos, we in Council judged Hyper-
eides more worthy to speak on behalf of the state, and
Hypereides was accordingly commissioned.]

Thus by rejecting this man from his spokesman-
ship, and giving the appointment to another, the
Council branded him as a traitor and an enemy to
the people.

So much for one of his spirited performances. Is
it not just like the charges he brings against me ?
Now let me remind you of another. Philip had sent
to us Pytho of Byzantium in company with an
embassy representing all his allies, hoping to bring
dishonour upon Athens and convict her of injustice.
Pytho was mightily confident, denouncing you with
a full spate of eloquence, but I did not shrink from
the encounter. I stood up and contradicted him,
refusing to surrender the just claims of the common-
wealth, and proving that Philip was in the wrong so
conclusively that his own allies rose and admitted I
was right ; but Aeschines took Philip’s side through-
out, and bore witness, even false witness, against his
own country.

Nor did that satisfy him. At a later date he was
caught again in the company of the spy Anaxinus
at the house of Thraso. Yet a man who secretly met
and conversed with a spy sent by the enemy must
have been himself a spy by disposition and an enemy
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of his country. To prove the truth of my statement,
please call the witnesses.

(The Depositions are read)

[Teledemus, son of Cleon, Hypereides, son of Callaeschrus,
Nicomachus, son of Diophantus, bear witness for Demo-
sthenes, and have taken oath before the Generals that to their
knowledge Aeschines, son of Atrometus, of Cothocidae,
comes by night to the house of Thraso and holds com-
munication with Anaxinus, who has been proved to be
a spy from Philip. These depositions were lodged with
Nicias on the third day of Hecatombaeon.]

I omit thousands of stories that I could tell you
about him. The fact is, I could cite many clear in-
stances of his conduct at that time, helping the
enemy and maligning me ; only it is not your way
to score up such offences for accurate remembrance
and due resentment. You have a vicious habit of %
allowing too much indulgence to anyone who chooses
by spiteful calumnies to trip up the heels of a
man who gives you good advice. You give away a
sound policy in exchange for the entertainment you
derive from invective ; and so it is easier and safer
for a public man to serve your encmies and pocket
their pay than to choose and maintain a patriotic
attitude.

" Though it was a scandalous shame enough, God
knows, openly to take Philip’s side against his own
country even before the war, make him a present, if
you choose, make him a present of that. But when
our merchantmen had been openly plundered, when
the Chersonese was being ravaged, when the man was
advancing upon Attica, when there could no longer
be any doubt about the position, but war had already
begun—even after that this malignant mumbler of
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blank verse can point to no patriotic act. No profit-
able proposition, great or small, stands to the credit
of Aeschines. If he claims any, let him cite it now,
while my hour-glass @ runs. But there is none. Now
one of two things: either he made no alternative
proposal because he could find no fault with my
policy, or he did not disclose his amendments
because his object was the advantage of the enemy.

Did he then refrain from speech as well as from
moving resolutions, when there was any mischief to
be done? Why, no one else could get in a word !
Apparently the city could stand, and he could do
without detection, almost anything ; but there was
one performance of his that really gave the finishing
touch to his earlier efforts. On that he has lavished
all his wealth of words, citing in full the decrees
against the Amphissians of Locri, in the hope of
distorting the truth. But he can never disguise it.
No, Aeschines, you will never wash out that stain;
you cannot talk long enough for that !

In your presence, men of Athens, I now invoke
all the gods and goddesses whose domain is the land
of Attica. Iinvoke also Pythian Apollo, the ancestral
divinity of this city, and I solemnly beseech them all
that, if I shall speak the truth now, and if I spoke
truth to my countrymen when first I saw this mis-
creant putting his hand to that transaction—for I
knew it, I knew it instantly—they may grant to me
prosperity and salvation. But if with malice or in
the spirit of personal rivalry I lay against him any
false charge, I pray that they may dispossess me of
everything that is good.

¢ hour-glass, the clepsydra or water-clock, used to measure
the time allowed by the court to each speaker.
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This imprecation 1 address to Heaven, and this
solemn averment I now make, because, though I
have letters, deposited in the Record Office, enabling
me to offer absolute proof, and though I am sure
that you have not forgotten the transaction, I am
afraid that his ability may be deemed inadequate for
such enormous mischief. That mistake was made
before, when by his false reports he contrived the
destruction of the unhappy Phocians. The war at
Amphissa, that is, the war that brought Philip to
Elatea, and caused the election, as general of the
Amphictyons, of a man who turned all Greece up-
side down, was due to the machinations of this man.
In his own smgle person he was the author of all our
worst evils, rotested instantly ; I raised my voice
in_Assembly ; I cried aloud, " uu are bringing war
into Attlca, AESﬂhmes, an Amphmty{:-mc war ; _but
a_compact body of men, sitting there under. his
direction, would not let me speak, and the rest were
merely astonished and imagined that I was laying
an idle charge in private spite. Men of ﬂthens, you
were not allowed to hear me then; but now you
must and shall hear what was the real nature
of that business, what was the purpose of the con-
spiracy, and how it was accomplished. You will
see how skilfully it was contrived ; you will get the
benefit of new insight into your own politics ; and

ou will form an idea of the supreme craftiness of

hilip.

FDI; Philip there could be no end or quittance of
hostilities with Athens unless he should make the
Thebans and Thessalians her enemies. Now, al-
though your commanders were conducting the war
against him without ability and without success, he
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was vastly distressed both by the campaign and by
the privateers ; for he could neither export the pro-
ducts of his own country, nor import what he needed
for himself. At that time he had no supremacy at
sea, nor could he reach Attica by land unless the
Thessalians followed his banner and the Thebans
gave him free passage. In spite of his successes
against the commanders you sent out, such as they
were—I have nothing to say of their failure—he
found himself in trouble by reason of conditions of
locality and of the comparative resources of the two
combatants. Now, if he should invite the Thebans
or the Thessalians to take up his private quarrel and
march against you, he could expect no attention ; but
if he should espouse their joint grievances and be
chosen as their leader, he might hope to succeed by
a mixture of deception and persuasion. Very well ;
he sets to work—and observe how cleverly he
managed it—to throw the Pylaean Congress into
confusion and to implicate the Amphictyonic Council
in warfare, feeling certain that they would immedi-
ately beg him to deal with the situation. If, how-
ever, the question should be introduced by any of the
commissioners of religion sent by him or by any
allies of his, the Thebans and Thessalians, as he
expected, would be suspicious and all on their guard ;
but, if the operator should be an Athenian, repre-
senting his opponents, he conceived that he would
easily escape detection. And such was the actual
result.

How did he manage it? By hiring Aeschines.
Nobody, of course, had any inkling ; nobody was
watching—according to your usual custom! Aeschines
was nominated for the deputation to Thermopylae ;
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three or four hands were held up, and he was declared
elected. He repaired to the Council, invested with
all the prestige of Athens, and at once, putting
aside and disregarding everything else, addressed
himself to the business for which he had taken pay.
He concocted a plausible speech about the legendary
origin of the consecration of the Cirrhaean terrltﬂry,
and by this narration induced the commissioners,
men unversed in oratory and unsuspicious of con-
sequences, to vote for a tour of survey of the land
which the Amphissians said they were cultivating
because it belonged to them, while Aeschines accused
them of intruding on consecrated ground. It is not
true that these Locrians were meditating any suit
against Athens, or any other action such as
he now falsely alleges in excuse. You will find
a proof of his falschood in this argument:— Of
course it was not competent for the Locrians to take
proceedings against Athens without serving a sum-
mons. Well, who served it? From what oflice was
it issued ! Name anyone who knows ; point him out.
You cannot ; it was a false and idle pretext of yours.

With Aeschines as their trusty guide, the Amphi-
ctyons began their tour of the territory; but the
Locrians fell upon them, were within an ace of
spearing the whole crowd, and did actually seize
and carry off the sacred persons of several com-
missioners. Complaints were promptly laid, and so
war against the Amphissians was provoked. At the
outset Cottyphus was commander of an army com-
posed of Amphictyons; but some divisions never
joined, and those who joined did nothing at all. The
persons engaged in the plot, mostly scoundrels of
old standing from Thessaly and other states, prepared
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to put the war into Philip’s hands at the next con-
gress. They found a plausible pretext: you must
either, they said, pay contributions to a war-chest,
maintain mercenary forces, and levy a fine on all
recusants, or else elect Philip as commander-in-chief :
and so, to cut a long story short, elected he was
on this plea. He lost no time, collected his army,
pretended to march to Cirrha, and then bade the
Cirrhaeans and the Locrians alike good-bye and
good luck, and seized Elatea. When the Thebans
saw the trick, they promptly changed their minds
and joined our side ; otherwise the whole business
would have descended upon Athens like a torrent
from the hills. In fact, the Thebans checked him
for the moment ; and for that relief, men of Athens,
you have first and chiefly to thank the kindness of
some friendly god, but in a secondary degree, and
so far as one man could help, you have to thank
me. Hand me those decrees, with the dates of the
several transactions. They will show you what a
mass of trouble this consummate villain provoked ;
and yet he was never punished. Please read the
decrees.

(Sundry Resolutions of the Amphictyons are read)

[In the priesthood of Cleinagoras, at the spring session,
it was resolved by the Wardens and Assessors of the Amphi-
ctyons, and by the General Synod of the Amphictyons,
that, whereas Amphissians are encroaching upon the sacred
territory and are sowing and grazing the same, the Wardens
and Assessors shall attend and mark out the boundaries

with pillars, and shall forbid the Amphissians hereafter to
ancroach. ]

{In the priesthood of Cleinagoras, at the spring session,
121



DEMOSTHENES

[279] ﬂ'vlu]ﬂﬁpmg kai Tols u'uvéﬁpuu; TOV 'ﬁp{ﬁmTU{;wmr Kai 'r{ﬁ
KOLVY TOV ﬁp‘.q’uuruﬂvmv, emeldy ol f‘f ﬁju.tﬁm'ﬂ"!r; ™Y
t,fpuv xmpav KATAVELLAMLEVOL Tsmp}'am'a Kal ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ?}.ﬂﬂ.fﬂ
VEUOUTL, Kal xmlvnlusvm; Tuu'm woiely, €v Tols OmAots
mapayevopevor, 70 kowvov Tov ‘EAAjrev cuvvédpiov kekw-
Avkagt peta [Blas, Tiwvas 06 kat TeTpavpaTikaot, TOV

, L r -~ » ¥, F
oTparnydv TV fjpypévov TOv ApdikTvover Korrupov
b . ] 4 L , % +
tov "Apkdda mwpeoPBevoar wpds Pilirmov Tov Makedova,
kai afwovy va Poybhjey T¢ T "AmoAdwre kai Tols
’ﬁptﬁmeﬁﬂu‘w émws pn weptidy vwo Tov doelov Ap-
puwroéwy TOV Oedv rlqppiluvpemu kal SwoTe avTdv
u*fpu‘nﬂn:w avToKpdTOpPa mpﬂmr-mn oi "EAAnves or per-

éxovtes Tov ouvedpiov Twv  ApdikTvdver.]

» \ \ \ ’ Ey r -~ %
Aéye dn kai Tovs ypovous €v ols TalT eyiyveTo’
oA b " 3 F

etol yap kal’ ovs émvAayopnoev olros. Aéye.

XPONOI
["Apxwv Mvyoleidns, pnvos dvBearnpuovos éxty émi
dexa.]

156  Aos 31} T'qv ETTL-I‘.'J'Tﬂ}tT}I-' ‘l:.'t—*, ws nux UTT)KOvOY Ol
@nﬁmm, ws.u::rﬂ. TPOS TGUS’ €v HEP‘.GWG 10w
::rup.paxaug ﬂ)nﬁmrn;, ' ewdnTe Kai €k TAVTYS
cmqfsmg ot Tqv peu aﬁﬂ&"n wpm,fom:rw TOV wpaypa'rwv
T0 TAUT €m ﬂ;u ‘EA\ada kai TGUE’ @nﬁmnus‘ Kal
Juds mpdTTEW, ATEKPUTTETO, KOWwaA O€ Kal Tols
"Apdictvoow dofavra molelv mwpooemolelTo® O O€
Tds dadopuas TalvTas kai TAs mpoddoels mapa-
oxwv obTos M.  Aéye.

(280] EIITETOAH

157 [Baoideds Makedovwy Pilurmos Iledomovinoivwy rav
év 1)) cuppayie Tols Snuiovpyols kui Tois ocuvedpois kai
122



DE CORONA, 155-157

it was resolved by the Wardens, Assessors, and General
Synod that, whereas the Amphissians who have occupied
the sacred territory are tilling and grazing the same, and,
when forbidden to do so, have appeared in arms and resisted
the common assembly of the Greeks by force, and have
actually wounded some of them, the general appointed by
the Amphictyons, Cottyphus the Arcadian, Ehﬂ.l{)gﬂ as an
ambassador to Philip of Macedon and request hin to come
to the help of Apollo and the Amphictyons, that he may not
suffer the god to be outraged by the impious Amphissians;
he shall also announce that Philip is appointed General with
full powers by the Greeks who are members of the Assembly
of the Amphictyons.]

Now read the dates of these transactions. They
are all dates at which he was our spokesman at the
Congress of Thermopylae.

(The Record of Dates is read)

[Archonship of Mnesitheides, on the sixteenth of the
month Anthesterion.]

Now hand me the letter which Philip dispatched
to his Peloponnesian allies, when the Thebans dis-
obeyed him. Even that letter will give you a clear
proof that he was concealing the true reasons of his
enterprise, namely his designs against Greece, and
especially against Thebes and Athens, and was only
pretending zeal for the national interests as defined
by the Amphictyonic Council. But the man who
provided him with that basis of action and those
pretexts was Aeschines. Read.

(Philip’s Letter is read)

[Philip, king of Macedonia, to the public officers and
councillors of the allied Peloponnesians and to all his other
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Allies, greeting. Since the Ozolian Locrians, settled at
Amphissa, are outraging the temple of Apollo at Delphi and
come in arms to plunder the sacred territory, I consent to
join you in helping the god and in punishing those who
transgress in any way the principles of religion. Therefore
meet under arms at Phocis with forty days’ provisions in
the next month, styled Loiis by us, Boédromion by the
Athenians, and Panemus by the Corinthians. Those who,
being pledged to us, do not join us in full force, we shall
treat as punishable. Farewell.]

You see how he avoids personal excuses, and takes
shelter in Amphictyonic reasons. Who gave him his
equipment of deceit ? Who supplied him with these
pretexts 7 Who above all others is to blame for all
the ensuing mischief ? Who but Aeschines ? Then
do not go about saying, men of Athens, that
these disasters were brought upon Greece by Philip
alone. I solemnly aver that it was not one man, but
a gang of traitors in every state. One of them was
Aeschines ; and, if I am to tell the whole truth
withnu@_cuncealmenmi not flinch from declaring
h_im-__rthf: evil genius of all the men, aT_I the districts,
and all the cities that have perished. Let the man
who sowed the seed bear the guilt of the harvest.
I marvel that you did not avert your faces the moment
you set eyes on him; only, as it seems, there is a
cloud of darkness between you and the truth.

In dealing with his unpatriotic conduct I have
approached the question of the very different policy
pursued by myself. For many reasons you may
fairly be asked to listen to my account of that policy,
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but chiefly because it would be discreditable, men of
Athens, that you should be impatient of the mere
recital of those arduous labours on your behalf which
I had patience to endure. When I saw that the
Thebans, and perhaps even the Athenians, under
the influence of the adherents of Philip and the
corrupt faction in the two states, were disregarding
a real danger that called for earnest vigilance, the
danger of permitting Philip’s aggrandizement, and
were taking no single measure of precaution, but
were ready to quarrel and attack each other, I per-
sistently watched for opportunities of averting that
danger, not merely because my own judgement
warned me that such solicitude was necessary, but
because I knew that Aristophon, and after him -
Eubulus, had always wished to promote a good under-
standing between Athens and Thebes. In that re-
gard they were always of one mind, despite their
constant disagreement on other points of policy.
While those statesmen were alive, Aeschines, you
pestered them with your flattery, like the sly fox
you are ; now they are dead, you denounce them,
unaware that, when you reproach me with a Theban
policy, your censure does not affect me so much as
the men who approved of a Theban alliance before
I did. But that is a digression. I say that, when
Aeschines had provoked the war in Amphissa, and
when his associates had helped him to aggravate our
enmity towards Thebes, the result was that Philip
marched against us, in pursuance of the purpose for
which they had embroiled the states, and that, if we
had not roused ourselves a little just in time, we
could never have retrieved our position ; so far had
these men carried the quarrel. You will better un-
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derstand the state of feeling between the two cities,
when you have heard the decrees and the answers
sent thereto. Please take and read these papers.

(The Decrees are read)

[In the archonship of Heropythus, on the twenty-fifth day
of the month Elaphebolion, the tribe Erechtheis then holding
the presidency, on the advice of the Council and the Generals :
whereas Philip has captured some of the cities of our neigh-
bours and is besieging others, and finally is preparing to
advance against Attica, ignoring our agreement with him,
and is meditating a breach of his oaths and of the peace,
violating all mutual pledges, be it resolved by the Council
and People to send ambassadors to confer with him and to
summon him to preserve in particular his agreement and
compact with us, and, failing that, to give the City time for
decision and to conclude an armistice until the month of
Thargelion. The following members of Council were
chosen: Simus of Anagyrus, Euthydemus of Phylae,
Bulagoras of Alopece.]

[In the archonship of Heropythus, on the thirtieth of the
month Munychion, on the advice of the Commander-in-
chief : whereas Philip aims at setting the Thebans at variance
with us, and has prepared to march with all his forces to
the parts nearest to Attica, violating his existing arrange-
ments with us, be it resolved by the Council and People to
send a herald and ambassadors to request and exhort him
to conclude an armistice, in order that the People may
decide according to circumstances ; for even now the People
have not decided to send a force if they can obtain reasonable
terms. The following were chosen from the Council:
Nearchus, son of Sosinomus, Polycrates, son of Epiphron :
and as herald from the People, Eunomus of Anaphlystus.]
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Now read the replies.

(The Reply to the Athenians is read)

[Philip, King of Macedonia, to the Council and People of
Athens, greeting.—I am not ignorant of the policy which
you have adopted towards us from the first, nor of your
efforts to win over the Thessalians and Thebans, and the
Boeotians as well. They, however, are wiser, and will not
submit their policy to your dictation, but take their stand
upon self-interest. And now you change your tactics, and
send ambassadors with a herald to me, reminding me of our
compact and asking for an armistice, though we have done
you no wrong. However, after hearing your ambassadors,
I accede to your request, and am ready to conclude an
armistice, if you will dismiss your evil counsellors, and
punish them with suitable degradation. Farewell.]

(T'he Reply to the Thebans is read)

[Philip, King of Macedonia, to the Council and People
of Thebes, greeting.—I have received your letter, in which
you renew goodwill and peace with me. [ understand,
however, that the Athenians are displaying the utmost
eagerness in their desire to win your acceptance of their-
overtures. Now formerly I used to blame you for a tendency
to put faith in their hopes and to adopt their policy ; but
now I am glad to learn that you have preferred to be at
peace with me rather than to adopt the opinions of others.
Especially do I commend you for forming a safer judgement
on these matters and for retaining your goodwill toward
us, which I expect will be of no small advantage to you,
if you adhere to this purpose. Farewell.]

Having, through the agency of these men, pro-
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moted such relations between the two cities, and
being encouraged by these decrees and these replies,
Philip came with his forces and oc¢cupied Elatea,
imagining that, whatever might happen, you and
the Thebans would never come to agreement. You
all remember the commotion that ensued at Athens ;
nevertheless let me recount some small but essential
details.

Evening had already fallen when a messenger
arrived bringing to the presiding councillors® the
news that klatea had been taken. They were
sitting at supper, but they instantly rose from
table, cleared the booths in the market-place of their
occupants, and unfolded the hurdles while others
summoned the commanders and ordered the attend-
ance of the trumpeter. The commotion spread
through the whole city. At daybreak on the morrow
the presidents summoned the Council to the Council
House, and the citizens flocked to the place of
assembly. Before the Council could introduce the
business and prepare the agenda, the whole body of
citizens had taken their places on the hill. The
Council arrived, the presiding Councillors formally
reported the intelligence they had received, and the
courier was introduced. As soon as he had told his
tale, the marshal put the question, Who wishes to
speak ? No one came forward. The marshal re-
peated his-question again -and-again,” but still no

wise, and, when unfolded, formed barriers, either to keep
out strangers ([Dem.] In Neaeram, 90) or to block streets
leading from the market-place elsewhere than to the Pnyx,
where the Assembly met (Schol. on Aristoph. Ach. 22). Un-
folded is a cnn,}ectural reading derived from the scholium
cited ; but no satisfactory explanation is forthcoming of the
re admg of all mss., set fire to the hurdles.
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one rose to speak, although all the commanders were
there, and all the orators, and although the country
with her civic voice was calling for “the man who
should speak for her salvation ; for we may justly
regard the voice, which the crier raises as the laws
direct, as the civic voice of our country. Now had
it been the duty of every man who desired the
salvation of Athens to come forward, all of you, aye,
every Athenian citizen, would have risen in your
places and made your way to the tribune, for that
salvation, I am well assured, was the desu'e of every
heart. If that duty had fallen upon the wealthy,
the Three Hundred wuuld have risen ; if upon those
who were alike wealthy and patriotic, the men who
thereafter gave those generous donations which
signalized at once their wealth and their patriotism,
But, it seems, the call of the crisis on that moment-
ous day was not only for the wealthy patriot but
for the man who from first to last had closely watched
the sequence of events, and had rightly fathomed
the purposes and the desires of Philip ; for anyone
who had not grasped those purposes, or had not
studied them long beforehand, however patriotic and
however wealthy he might be, was not the man to
appreciate the needs of the hour, or to find any
counsel to offer to the people. On that day, then,
the call was manifestly for me. I came forward and
da‘dleased you: and I will now ask your careful
attention to the speech I then made, for two reasons :
first, that you may understand that [, alone among
your orators and politicians, did not desert the post
of . patriotism in the hour of peril, but approved
myself as one who in the midst of panic could, both
in speech and in suggestion, do what duty bade on

135




DEMOSTHENES

éTépov 8, 611 pukpov dvadwoavres xpovov, moAAD

npos Ta Aovma Tijs mdoms molirelas €oeal’ éumer-
’

poTEPOL.

174 Elmov 1olvuv 671t “710ods pév s Imapyovrwv
OnBaiwy Didinmw Aiav OopuvBovuévovs ayvoeiv
Ta mapovra mpdyual’ nyoduar: €b yap old ore,
€ 7008’ oUrws érvyyavev €xov, ovk dv avTow
nrovouev év 'Edarela dvra, AAX’ émi Tols nuerépots
oplots. OTL pévTor W €rowua moujomTaL TAV
Orfats nkrer, cadds emloTapar. s & exer’’

175 Eqb?}v “ rabra, akovoaré pov. €xeivos Ooovs 1":!
wetoar xpipacw OnPaiwv 7 éfamarijoar evipy
amavras mUTpémoTas: . Tovs & am dpxhs avl-
eornkéTas abTd kal viv évavTiovuévovs oUdauds
metoar Ovvaral, TL ovv Povdetar, kai Tivos
eveka T 'EMddreiav kateldndev; mAnciov Svva-
pw deifas kai mapaoTnoas Ta OmAa, TOUS [LEV
eavrod ¢pidovs e€mdpar kai Opacels moufjoar, Tovs
8’ evavriovuévovs karamAijfar, v’ 1) ovyywpnowat
doBnlfévres a viv ok é0élovow, % Pracldow.

176 €. peév Towvvv mpoatpnaoueld’ mnuels’ €dmy “ev
T® TapovTi, € Tt Ovokolov mémpakTar Onfaiows
mpos Muds, Tovtov pepviobar kal amorely alrTols
ws ev 1) TV expdv olow pepldi, mpidTov pev
av evéaro Pilimmos mouvjoopev, elra poPoiuar
p1) mpoodefupévwy Tdv viv avleornkoTwy adTd

[287] kat M prwpn mavtwv Gilimmodavrwy, €ls TV
"Arrikny éNwow audoTepor.  av pévror meobiyr’
€uoi, Kai mpos TG okomelv dAAG wun PLAorikely
186



DE CORONA, 178-176

your behalf; and secondly, because at the cost of

a few minutes of study you may gain experience -

which will stand you in good stead for your policy
in times to come.

What I said was this. “ In my judgement the
present position of affairs is misunderstood by those
who are so much alarmed by the apprehension that
all Thebes is at the disposal of Philip. If that were
true, I am quite certain that we should have heard
of him not at Elatea but on our own frontiers.
But I know with certainty that he has come to com-
plete his preparations at Thebes. Let me tell you
how he is situated. He has at his command all
those Thebans whom he was able to win by fraud
or corruption ; but he cannot by any means prevail
upon those who have resisted him from the first and
who are still his opponents. His present object, and
the purpose for which he has occupied Elatea, is
that, by an exhibition of his power in the neighbour-
hood of Thebes, and by bringing up armed forces,
he may encourage and embolden his friends, and
overawe his adversaries, hoping that the latter will
yield to intimidation or to compulsion and will so
concede what at present they refuse. If,” I added,
" at this crisis we are determined to remember all
the provocative dealings of the Thebans with us in
past time, and to distrust them still on the score of
enmity, in the first place, we shall be acting exactly
as Philip would beg us to act; and secondly, I am
afraid that, if his present opponents give him a
favourable reception, and unanimously become
Philip’s men, both parties will join in an invasion of
Attica. If, however, you will listen to my advice,
and apply your minds to consideration, but not to
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captious criticism, of what I la1y before you, I believe
that you will find my proposals acceptable, and that
I shall disperse the perils that overhang our city.
Let me then tell you what to do. In the first place,
get rid of your present terror; or rather direct it
elsewhere, and be as frightened as you will for the’"
Thebans. They lie nearer to peril; the danger
threatens them first. Next, let all men of military -
age, and all the cavalry, march out to Eleusis, and
show the world that you are under arms. Then
your partisans at TheDes Will have equal freedom to
speak their minds for righteousness’ sake, knowing
tEEt, just as the men who have sold their country
to Philip are supported by a force at Elatea ready -
to come to their aid, so also you are in readiness to
help men who are willing to fight for independence,
and will come to their aid, if they are attacked. In
the next place, I would have you appoint ten ambas-
sadors, and give them authority, in consultation with
the military commanders, to determine the time of
the march to Thebes and the conduct of the campaign.
Now for my advice on the treatment of the difficulty
after the arrival of the ambassadois at Thebes. 1
beg your careful attention to this. Do not ask any
favour of the Thebans : for that the occasion is not
creditable. Pledge yourselves to come to their aid at
their call, on the ground that they are in extremities,
and that we have a clearer foresight of the future than
they. And so, if they accept our overtures and take
our advice, we shall have accomplished our desires and
have acted on a principle worthy of our traditions ;
while, if success does not fall to our lot, they will have
themselves to blame for their immediate blunder, and
we shall have done nothing mean or discreditable.”
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In those words, or to that effect, I spoke, and left
the tribune. My speech was universally applauded,
and there was no opposition. I did not speak without
moving, nor move without serving as ambassador,
nor serve without convincing the Thebans. I went
through the whole business from beginning to end,
devoting myself ungrudgingly to your service in face
of the perils that encompassed our city. Please
produce the decree made at that time.

What part do you wish me to assign to you,
Aeschines, and what to myself, in the drama of that
great day? Am I to be cast for the part of Battalus,®
as you dub me when you scold me so scornfully, and
{uu for no vulgar role but to play some hero of
egendary tragedy, Cresphontes, or Creon, or, shall
we say, Oenomaus, whom you once murdered by
your bad acting at Colly tus ? Anyhow, on that
occasion Battalus of Pneama deserved better of his
country than Oenomaus of Cothocidae. You were
utterly useless; I did everything that became a
good citizen. Please read the decree.

(The Decree of Dewnosthenes is read)

In the archonship of Nausicles, the tribe Aeantis then
holding the presidency, on the sixteenth day of Scirophorion,
Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes, of Paeania, proposed
that, whereas Philip of Macedon is proved in the past to
have violated the terms of peace agreed to between him and
the Penplf: of Athens, disregarding his oaths and the prin-
ciples of equity as recognized among all the Greeks: and
whereas he appropriates cities not belonging to him, and has
captured in war some that actually belonged to the Athenians
without provocation from the Athenian people, and is to-day

¢ Battalus, perhaps stammerer, a nickname of the
nursery ; capable also of an indecent interpretation, and

therefore maliciously revived by Aeschines.
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making great advances in violence and cruelty, for of some
Greek cities he overthrows the constitution, putting a garrison
in them, others he razes to the ground, selling the inhabitants
into slavery, others he colonizes with barbarians instead of
Greeks, handing over to them the temples and the sepulchres,
acting as might be expected from his nationality and his
character and making insolent use of his present fortune,
forgetful of how he rose to greatness unexpectedly from a
small and ordinary beginning ; and whereas, so long as the
People of Athens saw him seizing barbarian states, belonging
to themselves alone, they conceived that their own wrongs
were of less account, but now, seeing Greek states outrage:l
or wiped out, they consider it a scandal and unworthy of
the reputation of their ancestors to suffer the Greeks to be
enslaved ; therefore be it resolved by the Council and People
of Athens, after offering prayers and sacrifices to the gods
and heroes who guard the city and country of the Athenians,
and after taking into consideration their ancestors’ merits,
in that they ranked the preservation of the liberties of
Greece above the claims of their own state, that two hun-
dred ships be launched, and that the Admiral sail into the
Straits of Thermopylae, and that the General and commander
of the cavalry march out with the infantry and cavalry to
Eleusis ; also that ambassadors be sent to the other Greeks,
but first of all to the Thebans, because Philip is nearest to
their territory, and exhort them not to be dismayed at Philip,
but to hold fast to their own liberty and the liberty of the
other Greeks, assuring them that the people of Athens,
harbouring no ill will for previous mutual differences be-
tween the states, will help them with troops, money, ammuni-
tion, and arms, knowing that, while it is an honourable
ambition for Greeks to dispute with each other for the
hegemony, yet to be ruled by a man of alien race and to
be robbed by him of that hegemony is unworthy both of
the reputation of the Greeks and of the merits of their
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ancestors. Furthermore, the People of Athens regard the
people of Thebes as in no way alien either in race or in
nationality. They remember the services rendered by their
own ancestors to the ancestors of the Thebans, for, when
the sons of Heracles were dispossessed by the Peloponnesians
of their paternal dominion, they restored them, overcoming
in battle those who were trying to oppose the descendants
of Heracles; and we harboured Oedipus and his family
when they were banished ; and many other notable acts of
kindness have we done to the Thebans. Therefore now also
the people of Athens will not desert the cause of Thebes and
the other Greeks. An alliance shall be arranged with them,
and rights of intermarriage established, and oaths exchanged.
—Ambassadors appointed : Demosthenes, son of Demo-
sthenes, of Paeania, Hypereides, son of Cleander, of Sphettus,
Mnesitheides, son of Antiphanes, of Phrearrii, Democrates,
son of Sophilus, of Phlya, Callaeschrus, son of Diotimus, of
Cothocidae.]

Such was the first beginning and such the basis of
our negotiations with Thebes ; the first, I say, for

hitherto the two cities had been dragged by these . .

men into mutual enmity, hatred, and distrust. The
decree was made, and the danger that environed the
city passed away like a summer cloud. Then was
the time therefore for an honest man to point, if
he could, to a better way ; now cavilling comes too
late. That is the salient difference between the
statesman and the charlatan, who are indeed in all
respects unlike one another. The statesman declares
his judgement before the event, and accepts
responsibility to his followers, to fortune, to the
chances of the hour, to every critic of his policy.
The charlatan holds his peace when he ought to
speak, and then croaks over any untoward result.
That then, as I said, was the opportunity for
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any man_who cared for_ Athens or for honest

discussion. But I will make a large concession. If
even now any man can point to a better way, nay,
if any policy whatever, save mine, was even prac-
ticable, I plead guilty. If anyone has now discerned
any course which might have been taken profitably
then, I admit that Fnught not to have missed it.
But if there is none, if there never was any, if to
this very day no one is able to name any, what was
a statesman to do? Surely to choose the best policy
among those that were visible and feasible. That is
what I did, Aeschines, when the marshal put the
question, *“ Who wishes to speak " He did not ask,
‘“ Who wishes to rake up old grievances ? "’ or, ¢ Who
wishes to be answerable for the future 7" In those
days you sat speechless at every assembly ; I came
forward and spoke. You had nothing to say then;
very well,—show us our duty now. Tell me what plan
I ought to have discovered. Tell me what favour-
able opportunity was lost to the state by my default.
Tell me of any alliance, or any negotiation, to which
I ought by preference to have introduced the people.

Bygones are bygones, all the world over. No one
proposes deliberation about the past; it is the
present and the future that call the statesman to his
post. And at that time, as we all thought, there
were future perils and there were present perils.
Look at the policy I chose in the light of those
perils; do not carp at results. The issue depends
on the will of a higher Power; the mind of the
statesman is manifested in his policy. You must
not accuse me of crime, because Philip happened
to win the battle; for the event was in God's
hands, not mine. Show me that I did not adopt,
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as far as human calculation could go, all the
measures that were practicable, or that I did not
carry them out with honesty and diligence, and with
an industry that overtaxed my strength ; or else show
me that the enterprises I initiated were not honour-
able, worthy of Athens, and inevitable. Prove that,
and then denounce me; but not till then. If the
hurricane that burst upon us has been too strong, not
for us alone, but for every Hellenic state,—what then?
As if a shipowner, who had done everything in. his
power for a prosperous voyage, who had equipped his
craft with every appliance he could think of to ensure
her safety, should encounter a great storm, and then,
because his tackle was overstrained or even shattered,
should be accused of the crime of shipwreck ! ‘' But,”
he might say, “ I was not at the helm "—nor was
I in command of the army—"‘ and I could not control
fortune, but fortune controls all.”

Here is another point for your consideration. If
we were destined to disaster when we fought with
the Thebans at our side, what were we to expect if
we had lacked even that alliance, and if they had
joined Philip, a union for which he exerted all his
powers of appeal? And if, after a battle fought
three days’ march from the frontier, such danger and
such alarm beset the city, what must we have ex-
pected after suffering the same defeat within our
own borders ? Do you not see that, as it was, one,
or two, or three days gave the city time for resistance,
concentration, recovery, for much that made for
deliverance ; as it might have been—but I will not
mention an experience that we were spared by
divine favour, and by the protection of that very
alliance which you denounce.
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Gentlemen of the jury, all this long story is in-
tended for you, and for that circle of hearers out-
side the barrier. For this contemptible fellow, I
have a short, plain, and sufficient answer. Aeschines,
if the future was revealed to you and to nobody
else, you should have given us the benefit of your
predictions when we were deliberating ; if you had
no foreknowledge, you are open to the charge of
ignorance just like the rest of us. Then what better
right have you to denounce me than I to denounce
you? In respect of the business of which I am
speaking—and at present I discuss nothing else —
I am a better citizen than you, in so far as I devoted
myself to a course of action that was unanimously
approved, neither shirking nor even counting any
personal danger. You made no more acceptable
suggestion, otherwise mine would not have been
adopted ; and in carrying out mine you were not
- of the slightest use. You are proved after the event
to have behaved throughout like a worthless and most
unpatriotic citizen ; and now, by a strange coinci-
dence, those thorough-going enemies of Athens,
Aristratus at Naxos and Aristolaus at Thasos, are
bringing the friends of Athens to trial, while at
Athens itself Aeschines is accusing Demosthenes.
And yet he who built his reputation on the accumu-
lated misfortunes of Greece deserves rather to perish
himself than to prosecute his neighbour ; and the
man who has found his profit in the same emergencies
as his country’s foes can make no claim to patriotism.
You stand revealed in your life and conduct, in
your public performances and also in your public
abstinences. A project approved by the people is
going forward. Aeschines is speechless. A regret-
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able incident is reported. Aeschines is in evidence.
He reminds one of an old sprain or fracture : the
moment you are out of health it begins to be
active.

As he lays so much stress on results, let me venture
on a paradox. If it seems extravagant, I beg that
you will not be surprised, but that you will still give
friendly consideration to what I am saying. Sup-
pose that the future had been revealed to all of us,
that every one had known what would happen, and
that you, Aeschines, had predicted and protested,
and shouted and stormed—though in fact you never
opened your mouth—even then the city could not
have departed from that policy, if she had any regard
for honour, or for our ancestors, or for the days that
are to come. All that can be said now is, that we
have failed : and that is the common lot of humanity,
if God so wills. But then, if Athens, after claiming
the primacy of the nations, had run away from
her claims, she would have been held guilty of
betraying Greece to Philip. If, without striking a
blow, she had abandoned the cause for which our
forefathers flinched from no peril, is there a man
who would not have spat in your face? In your
face, Aeschines : not at Athens, not at me! How
could we have returned the gaze of visitors to our
city, if the result had been what it is—Philip the
chosen lord paramount of all Greece—and if other
nations had fought gallantly to avert that calamity
without our aid, although never before in the whole
course of history had our city preferred inglorious
security to the perils of a noble cause ? There is no
man living, whether Greek or barbarian, who does
not know that the Thebans, or the Lacedaemonians,
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who held supremacy before them,® or the king of
Persia himself, would cheerfully and gratefully have
given Athens liberty to keep what she had and to
take what she chose, if only she would do their behest
and surrender the primacy of Greece. But to the
Athenians of old, I suppose, such temporizing was
forbidden by their heredity, by their pride, by their
very nature. Since the world began, no man has
ever prevailed upon Athens to attach herself in the
security of servitude to the oppressors of mankind
however formidable: in every generation she has
striven without a pause in the perilous contention
for primacy, and honour, and renown. Such con-
stancy you deem so exemplary, and so congenial to
your character, that you still sing the praises of
those of your forefathers by whom it was most
signally displayed. And you are right. Who would
not exult in the valour of those famous men who,
rather than yield to a conqueror’s behests, left city
and country and made the war-galleys their home ;
who chose Themistocles, the man who gave them
that counsel, as their commander, and stoned Cyrsilus
to death for advising obedient submission? Aye,
and his wife also was stoned by your wives. The
Athenians of that day did not search for a statesman
or a commander who should help them to a servile
security : they did not ask to live, unless they could
ligg_%_as free men.” Every man of them thought of
himsélfas one born, not to his father and his mother

held by the Persians; see Herod. ix. 5, where, however, the
name is Lycides. Not 480 B.c., as Cicero, Of. iii. 11. 48,
implies ; though the rest of the sentence refers to the condi-
tions of that year.
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alone, but to his country. What is the difference ¢
The man who deems himself born only to his parents
will wait for his natural and destined end ; the son
of his country is willing to die rather than see her
enslaved, and will look upon those outrages and
md_]gmtles, which a commonwealth in subjection is
cumgﬂled to endure, as more dreadful than death
itsel

If I had attempted to claim that you were first
inspired with the spirit of your forefathers by me,
every one would justly rebuke me. But I do not:
I am asserting these principles as your principles ;
[ am showing you that such was the pride of Athens
long before my time,—though for myself I do claim
some credit for the administration of particular
measures. Aeschines, on the other hand, arraigns
the whole policy, stirs up your resentment against
me as the author of your terrors and your dangers,
and, in his eagerness to strip me of the distinction
of a moment, would rob you of the enduring praises
of posterity. For if you condemn Ctesiphon on the
ground of my political delinquency, you yourselves
will be adjudged as wrongdoers, not as men who
owed the calamities they have suffered to the un-
kindness of fortune. But no; you cannot, men of
Athens, you cannot have done wrongly when you
accepted the risks of war for the redemption and the
liberties of mankind ; I swear it by our forefathers
‘who bore the brunt of warfare at Marathon, who
stood in array of battle at Plataea, who fought in
the sea-fights of Salamis and Artemisium, and b}r all
the brave men who repose in our public sepulchres,
buried there by a country that accounted them all
to be alike worthy of the same honour—all, I say,
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Aeschines, not the successful and the vietorious alone,
So justice bids: for by all the duty of brave men
was accomplished : their fortune was such as Heaven
severally allotted to them.

And then a disreputable quill-driver like you, want-
ing to rob me of a distinction given me by the
kindness of my fellow citizens, talked about victories
and battles and ancient deeds of valour, all irrelevant
to the present trial. But I, who came forward to
advise my country how to retain her supremacy—
tell me, you third-rate tragedian, in what spirit did
it beseem me to ascend the tribune? As one who
should give to the citizens counsel unworthy of their
traditions ? I should have deserved death! Men
of Athens, you jurymen are not to judge public and
private causes in the same temper. You look at
contracts of everyday business in the light of relevant
statutes and facts, but at questions of public policy
with due regard to the proud traditions of our fore-
fathers. If you feel bound to act in the spirit of
that dignity, whenever you come into court to give
judgement on public causes, you must bethink your-
selves that with his staff and his badge every one of
you receives in trust the ancient pride of Athens.

However, in touching upon the achievements of
our ancestors, 1 have passed by some of my decrees
and other measures. I will now therefore return to
the point at which I digressed.

When we reached Thebes we found ambassadors
from Philip and from the Thebans and others of his
allies already there, our friends panic-stricken, and
his friends full of confidence. To prove that this is
not a statement made to-day to serve my own turn,
please read the dispatch which the ambassadors sent
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at the time. The prosecutor is so extraordinarily
malicious that he gives the credit of any duty suc-
cessfully performed not to me but to opportunity,
but holds me and my bad luck responsible for every-
thing that miscarried. I am a speaker and a states-
man, yet it would seem that, in his view, I am to
have no credit for the results of discussion and de-
liberation, but am solely responsible for all the
misadventures of our arms and our generalship. Can
you imagine a cruder or more abominable calumny ?
Read the dispatch.

(The Ambassadors’ Dispalch is read)

When the Thebans held their assembly, they in-
troduced Philip’s ambassadors first, on the ground
that they were in the position of allies. They came
forward and made their speech, full of eulogy of
Philip, and of incrimination of Athens, and recalled
everything you had ever done in antagonism to
Thebes. The gist of the speech was that they were
to show gratitude to Philip for every good turn he
had done to them, and to punish you for the injuries
they had suffered, in whichever of twoways they chose
—either by giving him a free passage, or by joining
in the invasion of Attica. They proved, as they
thought, that, if their advice were taken, cattle,
slaves, and other loot from Attica would come into
Boeotia, whereas the result of the proposals they
expected from us would be that Boeotia would be
ravaged by the war. They added many other argu-
ments, all tending to the same conclusion. I would
give my life to recapitulate the reply that we made :
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L

but I am afraid that, as that crisis is long past, and
as you may think that all those transactions are now
obliterated as by a flood, you would regard any dis-
cussion of them as useless and vexatious. I will only
ask you to hear how far we prevailed upon them,
and what answer they returned. Take and read this
document.

(The Reply of the Thebans 1s read)

After that, the Thebans invited you to join them.
You marched out: you reinforced them. I pass
over the incidents of the march : but their reception
of you was so friendly that, while their own infantry
and cavalry lai outside the walls, they gave you
access to their homes, to their citadel, to their wives
and children and most precious possessions. On that
day the Thebans publicly paid three fine compli-
ments—to your valour, to your righteousness, and
to your sobriety. When they decided to fight on
your side rather than against you, they adjudged
you to be braver men than Philip, and your claim
to be more righteous than his; and when they put
into your power what they, like all other men, were
most anxious to safeguard, namely their wives and
their children, they exhibited their confidence in
your sobriety. And thereby, men of Athens, they
showed a just appreciation of your character. After
the entry of your soldiers no man ever laid even
a groundless complaint against them, so soberly
did you conduct yourselves. Fighting shoulder to
shoulder with them in the two earliest engagements,
—the battle by the river, and the winter battle,
—you approved yourselves irreproachable fighters,
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admirable alike in discipline, in equipment, and in
determination. Your conduct elicited the praises
of other nations, and was acknowledged by your-
selves in services of thanksgiving to the gods. I
should like to ask Aeschines a question : when all
that was going on, when the whole city was a scene
of enthusiasm and rejoicing and thanksgiving, did
he take part in the worship and festivity of the
populace, or did he sit still at home, grieving and
groaning and sulking over public successes? If he
was present as one of the throng, surely his behaviour
is scandalous and even sacrilegious, for after calling
the gods to witness that certain measures were very
good, he now asks a jury to vote that they were
very bad—a jury that has sworn by the gods! If
he was not present, he deserves many deaths for
shrinking from a sight in which every one else
rejoiced. Please read these decrees.

(The Decrees appointing a Public Thanksgiving are read)

So we were engaged in thanksgiving, and the
Thebans in acknowledging the deliverance that they
owed to us. The situation was reversed, and a
nation that, thanks to the intrigues of Aeschines and
his party, seemed on the verge of suing for aid, was
now giving aid in pursuance of the advice which you
accepted from me. Butindeed, what sort of language
Philip gave vent to at that time, and how seriously
he was discomposed, you shall learn from letters
sent by him to Peloponnesus. Please take and read
them, that the jury may learn the real effect of my
perseverance, of my journeys and hardships, and uf
that profusion of decrees at which Aeschines was
just now scoffing,
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Men of Athens, there have been many great and
distinguished orators in your city before my time,
—the famous Callistratus, Aristophon, Cephalus,
Thrasybulus, and thousands more ; but no one of
them ever devoted himself to any public business
without intermission ; the man who moved a resolu-
tion would not go on embassy, and the man who
went on embassy would not move a resolution.
Fach of them used to leave himself some leisure,
and at the same time some loop-hole, in case any-
tlnng happened. “ What!" some one may say,
“ were you so much stronger and bolder than others
that you could do everything by yourself? ” That
is not what I mean : but I was so firmly persuaded
that the danger which overhung the city was very
serious, that it did not seem to me to leave me any
room for taking my personal safety into account ; but
a man, I thought, must be content, without neglecting
anything, to do his duty. As for myself, I was
convinced, presumptuously, perhaps, but convinced
I was, that there was no one more competent either
to make sound proposals, or to carry them into
effect, or to conduct an embassy diligently and
honestly : and therefore I took my place in every
field of action. Read Philip’s letters.

(Philip’s Letters are read)

To these straits had my policy, Aeschines, reduced
Philip : and such was then the language uttered by a
man who had hitherto lifted his voice vauntingly
against Athens. And for that reason I was deservedly
decorated by the citizens. You were present, but
said nothing in opposition; and Diondas, who
arraigned the grant, did not get the fifth part of the
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votes. Please read the decrees which were then by.
that acquittal validated, and which Aeschines never
even arraigned.

(The Decrees are read)

These decrees, men of Athens, exhibit the same
wording and phrasing as those proposed formerly by
Aristonicus, and now by Ctesiphon. Aeschines did
not prosecute them himself, nor did he support the
accusation of the man who did arraign them. And
yet if there is any truth in his present denunciation,
he might then have prosecuted Demomeles, the
proposer, and Hypereides, with more reason than
Ctesiphon, who can refer to these precedents, to
the decision of the courts, to the observation that
Aeschines himself did not prosecute persons who
made the same proposals, to the statutory prohibi-
tion of repeated prosecution in such cases, and so
forth; whereas at that time the issue would have
been tried on its merits without such presumptions.
On the other hand, at that time, I imagine, there
was no chance of doing what he does now, when
out of a lot of old dates and decrees he selects for
sTanderuus purposes any that nobody knew before-
hand or would expect to hear cited to-day, transposes
dates, substitutes fictitious reasons for the true
reasons of transactions, and so makes a show of
speaking to the point. That trick was not possible
then. All speeches must have been made on a
basis of truth, within a short time of the facts, when -
the jury still remembered details and almost knew
them by heart. That is why, after shirking inquiry
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at the time when the events were recent, he has re-
turned to the issue to-day, expecting, I suppose, that
you will conduct a forensic competition rather than
an inquiry into political conduct, and that the decision
will turn upon diction rather than sound policy.
Then he resorts to sophistry, and tells you that
you must ignore any opinion of himself and me
which you brought with you from home ; and that,
as, when you cast up a man’s accounts, though you
anticipate a surplus, you acquiesce in the result if
the totals balance, so you must now accept the
result of the calculation. Every dishonest contriv-
ance, you will observe, is rotten to the core. By his
ingenious apologue he has admitted that we are both
here as acknowledged advocates—I of our country,
he of Philip ; for if such had not been the view you
take of us, he would not have been at pains to convert
you. I shall prove without difficulty that he has no
right to ask you to reverse that opinion—not by
using counters, for political measures are not to be
added up in that fashion, but by reminding you
briefly of the several transactions, and appealing to
you who hear me as both the witnesses and the
auditors of my account. We owe it to that policy
of mine which he denounces that, instead of the
Thebans joining Philip in an invasion of our
country, as everyone expected, they fought by our
side and stopped him ; that, instead of the seat of
war being in Attica, it was seven hundred furlongs
away on the far side of Boeotia; that, instead of
privateers from Euboea harrying us, Attica was
at peace on the sea-frontier throughout the war;
and that, instead of Philip taking Byzantium

1
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and holding the Hellespont, the Byzantines fought
on our side against him. Do you see any resem-
blance between this computation of results and your
casting up of counters? Are we to cancel the gains
to balance the losses,® instead of providing that they
shall never be forgotten? I need not add that
other nations have had experience of that cruelty
which is always observable whenever Philip has got
people under his heel, whereas you have been lucky
enough to enjoy the fruits of that factitious humanity
in which he clothed himself with an eye to the future.
But I pass that by.

I will not shrink from observing that any man who
wished to bring an orator to the proof hnneatly, and
not merely to slander him, would never have laid
such charges as you have alleged, inventing analogies,
and mimicking my diction and gestures. The fate
of Greece, forsooth, depended on whether I used
this word or that, or moved my hand this way or
that way! No; he would have considered, in the
light of actual facts, the means and resources pos-
sessed by the city when I entered on administration,
and those accumulated by me when at the head of
affairs ; and also the condition of our adversaries.
If T had impaired our resources, he would have
proved that the fault lay at my door: if I had
greatly increased them, he would have spared his
slanders. As you avoided this test, I will apply it ;
and the jury will see whether I state the case fairly.

For resources, the city possessed the islanders—

¢ The metaphors here are taken from calculations on the
abacus, where subtraction of counters from one side of the
board would serve instead of addition to the other., Instead

of showing the gains of Athens side by side with her losses,
Aeschines would record only the adverse balance.
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but not all, only the weakest, for neither Chios, nor
Rhodes, nor Corcyra was on our side ; a subsidy of
forty-five talents, all collected in advance ; and not
a single private or trooper apart from our own army.
But what was most alarming to us, and advan-
tageous to the enemy, Aeschines and his party had
made all our neighbours, Megarians, Thebans, and
Euboeans, more disposed to enmity than to friend-
ship. Such were the means of the city : and I defy
anyone to name anything else. Now consider those
of our antagumst Philip. In the first place, he was
the despotic commander of his adherents: and in
war that is the most important of all advantages.
Secondly, they had their weapons constantly in their
hands. Then he was well provided with money : he
did whatever he chose, without giving notice by
publishing decrees, or deliberating in public, without
fear of prosecution by informers or indictment for
. illegal measures. He was responsible to nobody :
he was the absolute autocrat, commander, and master
of everybody and Everything And I, his chosen
adversary —it is a fair inquiry — of what was |
master 7  Of nothing at all!. Public speaking was
my only privilege : and that you permitted to Philip’s
hired servants on the same terms as to me. When-
ever they had the advantage of me—and for one
reason or another that often happened—you laid
your plans for the enemy’s benefit, and went your
ways. In spite of all these drawbacks, I made alli-
ance for you with Euboeans, Achaeans, Corinthians,
Thebans, Megarians, Leucadians, and Corcyraeans :
and from those states there was assembled a foreign
division of fifteen thousand infantry and two thousand
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cavalry, not counting their citizen-soldiery. I also
obtained from them in money the largest subsidy I
could. When you talk about fair terms with the
Thebans, Aeschines, or with the Byzantines and the
Euboeans, and raise at this time m‘y day the question
of equal contributions, in the first place, you must
be iinaware that of that famous fleet of three hundred
galleys that fought for Greece ¢ in former days, our
city supplied two hundred ; and that she did not
show any sign of complaining that she was unfairly
treated, or impeaching the statesmen whose advice
she took, or airing her dissatisfaction. That would
have been discreditable indeed! No, she gave
thanks to the gods that, when all the Greeks alike
were encompassed by a great peril, she had con-
tributed twice as much as all the rest to the common
deliverance. Secondly, when you grumble at me,
you are doing an ill turn to your fellow-citizens.
Why do you tell them to-day what they ought to
have done then? You were in Athens and at the
Assembly : why did you not offer your suggestions
at the time—if indeed they could possibly be offered
during an imminent crisis, when we had to accept,
not all that we wanted, but all that the conditions
allowed ? There was a man lying in wait who was
bidding against us, and was ready to welcome any
allies we drove away, and pay them into the bargain.

If I am accused to-day for what was actually done,
suppose that, while I was haggling over nice calcula-
tions, these cities had marched off and joined Philip
—suppose he had become suzerain of Euboea,
Thebes, and Byzantium—what do you think these
unprincipled men would have done or said then?
Would they not have told you that we had made
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Philip a present of our allies? That they had been
driven away when they wanted to join us? That
through the Byzantines he had gained the mastery
of the Hellespont, and control of the corn-supply of
all Greece ? That by means of the Thebans Attica
had become the scene of a distressing war with her
own neighbours ? That the sea had become useless
for ships because of privateers with Euboea for their
base ? Would they not have made all those com-
plaints, and plenty more? Oh, men of Athens,
what a vile monster is the calumniator, gathering
malice from E_vﬂrywhEr_q,_qﬁrays —B_ac:khit_ingl But
this fellow is by very nature a spiteful animal, ab-
solutely incapable of honesty or generosity ; this
monkey of melodrama, this bumpkin tragedy-king,
this pinchbeck orator ! What use has all your clever-

e W

ness ever been to your country ?  What [ talk about
bygones to-day ? It is as though a physician visiting
his patients should never open his mouth, or tell
them how to get rid of their complaint, so long as
they are ill ; but, as soon as one of them dies, and
the obsequies are celebrated, should follow the corpse
to the grave, and deliver his prescription at last from
the tombstone : “ If our departed friend had done
this or that, he would never have died!” You
lunatic ! what is the use of talking now ?

You will find that even our defeat, if this repro-
bate must needs exult over what he ought to have
deplored, did not fall upon the city through any
fault of mine. Make your reckoning in this way :
wherever I was sent as your representative, I came
away undefeated by Philip’s ambassadors—from
Thessaly, from Ambracia, from the Illyrians, from
the kings of Thrace, from Byzantium, from every
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other place, and finally from Thebes ; but wherever
Philip was beaten in diplomacy, he attacked the place
with an army and conquered it. And for those
defeats, Aeschines, you call me to account! Are you
not ashamed to jeer at a man for cowardice, and then
to require that same man to overcome the whole
power of Philip single-handed, and to do it by mere
words ? For what else had I at my disposal ? TCer-
tainly not the personal courage of each man, not the
good fortune of the troops engaged, not that general-
ship for which you are unreasonable enough to hold

me responsible. I\%ake as strict an inquiry as you

will into everything tor which an orator is resgnnéihle H
I ask ho indu{genﬁe. But for what is he responsible ?
For discerning the trend of events at the outset, for
forecasting results, for warning others. Tl h_a_tr'Ih_have
always done. [‘urther, hé oughtto reduce to a mini-
mum_those delays and hesitations, those fits of
ignorance and quarrelsomeness, which are the natural
and inévitable failings of all free states, and on the
other hand to promote unanimity and friendliness,
and whatever impels a man to do his duty. All
that also I have made my business : and herein no
man can find any delinquency on my part. Let
any man you like be asked by what means Philip
achieved most of his successes : the universal reply
will be, by his army and by bribing and corrupting
politicians. Well, I had no control or authority
over your forces, and therefore no question of their
performances can touch me. Moreover, in the
matter of corruption or purity I have beaten Philip.
In bribery, just as the purchaser has vanquished
the seller, whenever the bargain is struck, so
the man who refuses the price and remains in-
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corruptible has vanquished the purchaser. There-
fore, in my person, Athens is undefeated.

These, and such as these, with many others are
the grounds furnished by my conduct to justify the
proposal of the defendant. I will now mention
grounds furnished by all of you. Immediately after
the battle, in the very midst of danger and alarm,
at a time when it would not have been surprising if
most of you had treated me unkindly, the people,
with a full knowledge of all my doings, in the first
place, adopted by vote my proposals for the safety of
the city. All those measures of defence—the disposi-
tion of outposts, the entrenchments, the expenditure
on the fortifications — were taken on resolutions
moved by me. In the second place, they appointed
me Food Controller, selecting me from the whole
body of citizens. Then the men who made it their
business to injure me formed a cabal, and set in
motion all the machinery of indictments, audits,
impeachments, and the like—not at first by their
own agency, but employing persons by whom they
imagined they would be screened. You will re-
member how, during that early period, I was put
on my trial every day ; and how the recklessness of
Sosicles, and the spite of Philocrates, and the frenzy
of Diondas and Melantus, and everything else, were
turned to account by them for my detriment. Never-
theless, by the favour, first of the gods, and secondly
of you and the rest of the Athenians, I came through
unscathed. And so I deserved. Yes; that is true,
and to the credit of juries that had taken the oath
and gave judgement according to their oath. When,
on my impeachment, you acquitted me, and did not
give the prosecutors the fifth part of your votes,
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your verdict implied approval of my policy. When
I was indicted, I satisfied you that my proposals and
my speeches had been constitutional. When you
put the seal on my accounts, you further admitted
that I had done my business honestly and without
corruption. That being so, what description could
Ctesiphon properly and honestly have applied to my
conduct, other than that which he had seen applied
by the whole nation and by sworn juries, and con-
firmed by the truth in the eyes of all men ?

Ah, says he, but look at that glorious boast of
Cephalus—never once indicted ! Yes, glorious, and
also lucky. But why should a man who has been
often indicted but never convicted be the more justly
open to reproach ? However, men of Athens, so far
as Aeschines is concerned, 1 can repeat that glorious:
boast : for he never indicted me or prosecuted me
on indictment ; and so, by his own admission, 1 am
no worse a citizen than Cephalus.

At every point his morose and spiteful temper is
conspicuous, and especially in what he said about
fortune. As a general remark, I must say that it
is a stupid thing for any human being to reproach
his brother man on the score of fortune. Seeing
that a man who thinks he is doing very well and
regards himself as highly fortunate, is never certain
that his good fortune will last till the evening, how
can it be right to boast about it, or use it to insult
other people ? But, since Aeschines has treated this
topic, like many others, so vaingloriously, I beg you
to observe, men of Athens, that my discourse on
fortune will be more veracious, and more suitable to
a mere man, than his. 1 attribute good fortune to
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our city, and so, I observe, does the oracle of Zeus
at Dodona ; but the present fortune of all mankind
I account grievous and distressing. Is there a man
living, Greek or barbarian, who has not in these
days undergone many evils ? I reckon it as part of
the good fortune of Athens that she has chosen the
noblest policy, and that she is better off than the
Greeks who expected prosperity from their betrayal
of us. If she has been unsuccessful, if everything
has not fallen out as we desired, I regard that as
our appointed share in the general ill-fortune of
mankind. My personal fortune, or that of any
man among you, must, I imagine, be estimated
in the light of his private circumstances. That is
my view of fortune: a just and correct view, as
it seems to me, and, I think, also to you. But
he declares that a poor, insignificant thing like my
individual fortune has been more powerful than
the great and good fortune of Athens. Now how
is that possible ?

If, Aeschines, you are determined at all costs
to investigate my fortune, compare it with your
own ; and, should you find mine to be better than
yours, stop your vilification. Begin your inquiry
then at the beginning. And 1 beg earnestly that
no one will blame me for want of generosity. No
sepsible man, in my judgement, ever turns poverty
into_a reproach, or prides himself on_having. been

urtured in_afluence. But I am compelled by this
troublesome man’s scurrility and backbiting to deal
with these topics; and I will treat them with as
much modesty as the state of the case permits.

In my boyhood, Aeschines, I had the advantage
of attending respectable schools: and my means
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were sufficient for one who was not to be driven by
poverty into disreputable occupations. When I had
come of age, my circumstances were in accordance
with my upbringing. [ was in a position to provide
a chorus, to pay for a war-galley, and to be assessed
to property-tax. I renounced no honourable ambi-
tion either in public or in private life : and rendered
good service both to the commonwealth and to my
own friends. When I decided to take part in public
affairs, the political services I chose were such that
I was repeatedly decorated both by my own country
and by many other Grecian cities; and even my
enemies, such as you, never ventured to say that my
choice was other than honourable. Such has been
my fortune throughout my career. I could tell you
more, but I forbear, fearing to weary you with
details in which I take some pride.

But do you—you who are so proud and so con-
temptuous of others—compare your fortune with
mine. In your childhood you were reared in abject
poverty. You helped your father in the drudgery
of a grammar-school, grinding the ink, sponging the
benches, and sweeping the school-room, holding the
position of a menial, not of a free-born boy. On
arriving at manhood you assisted your mother in her
initiations,® reading the service-book while she per-
formed the ritual, and helping generally with the
paraphernalia. At night it was your duty to mix the
libations, to clothe the catechumens in fawn-skins,
to wash their bodies, to scour them with the loam
and the bran, and, when their lustration was duly
performed, to set them on their legs, and give out
the hymn :

Here I leave my sins behind,
Here the better way I find ;
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and it was your pride that no one ever emitted that
holy ululation so powerfully as yourself. I can well
believe it! When you hear the stentorian tones of
the orator, can you doubt that the ejaculations of
the acolyte were simply magnificent ? In day-time
you marshalled your gallant throng of bacchanals
through the public streets, their heads garlanded
with fennel and white poplar; and, as you went,
you squeezed the fat-cheeked snakes, or brandished
them above your head, now shouting your Euo: Saboz !
now footing it to the measure of Hyes Attes ! Alles
Hyes !—saluted by all the old women with such
proud titles as Master of the Ceremonies, Fugleman,
Ivy-bearer, Fan-carrier; and at last receiving
your recompense of tipsy-cakes, and cracknels, and
currant-buns. With such rewards who would not
rejoice greatly, and account himself the favourite of
fortune ?

After getting yourself enrolled on the register of
your parish—no one knows how you managed it ; but
let that pass—anyhow, when you were enrolled, you
promptly chose a most gentlemanly occupation, that
of clerk and errand-boy to minor officials. After com-
mitting all the offences with which you now reproach
other people, you were relieved of that employment ;
and I must say that your subsequent conduct did
no discredit to your earlier career. You entered the
service of those famous players Simylus and Socrates,
better known as the Growlers. You played small
parts to their lead, picking up figs and grapes and
olives, like an orchard-robbing costermonger, and
making a better living out of those missiles than by
all the battles that you fought for dear life. For
there was no truce or armistice in the warfare be-
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tween you and your audiences, and your casualties
were so heavy, that no wonder you taunt with
cowardice those of us who have no experience of
such engagements.

HﬂWﬂver, passing by things for which your poverty

y be blamed, I will address myself to actual
charges against your way of living. When in course
of time it occurred to you to enter public life, you
chose such a line of political action that, so long as
the city prospered, you lived the life of a hare, in
fear and trembling and constant expectation of a
sound thrashing for the crimes that burdened your
conscience : although, when every one else is in
distress, your confidence is manifest to all men.?
What treatment does a man, who recovered his
high spirits on the death of a thousand of his fellow-
citizens, deserve at the hands of the survivors? I
shall omit a great many other facts that I might
relate ; for I do not think that I ought to recount
glibly all his discreditable and infamous qualities,
but only such as I may mention without discredit
to myself.

And now, Aeschines, I beg you to examine in
contrast, quietly and without acrimony, the incidents
of our respective careers: and then ask the jury,
man by man, whether they would choose for them-
selves your fortune or mine. You were an usher, I
a pupil; you were an acolyte, I a candidate ; you
were clerk-at-the-table, I addressed the House ; you
were a player, I a spectator ; you were cat-called,
I hissed ; you have ever served our enemies, I have
served my country. Much I pass by : but on this very
day, I am on proof for the honour of a crown, and

e Since the battle of Chaeronea.
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acknowledged to be guiltless ; you have already the
reputation of an informer, and the question at hazard
for you is, whether you are still to continue in that
trade, or be stopped for ever by getting less than your
quota of votes. And that is the good fortune enjoyed
by you, who denounce the shabbiness of mine !

Let me now read to you the testimony of the public
services I have rendered, and you shall read for
comparison some of the blank-verse you used to
make such a hash of :

From gates of gloom and dwellings of the dead,®
or
, Tidings of woe with heavy heart I bear,
or,
Oh cruel, cruel fate !

Such a fate may the gods first, and the jury after-
wards, allot to you—for your citizenship is as worth-
less as your mummery. Read the depositions.

(The Depositions are read)

Such has been my character in public life. In
private life, if any of you are not aware that I have
been generous and courteous, and helpful to the dis-
tressed, I do not mention it. I will never say a
word, or tender any evidence about such matters as
the captives I have ransomed, or the dowries I have
helped to provide, or any such acts of charity. It
is a matter of principle with me. My view is that
the recipient of a benefit ought to remember it all
his life, but that the benefactor ought to put it out
of his mind at once, if the one is to behave decently,
and the other with magnanimity. To remind a man
of the good turns you have done to him is very much

@ Eurip. Hec. 1. The other quotations are unknown.
195



270

271

DEMOSTHENES

1 oveldilew. ov &) moujow ToloBrov ovdev, ovde

r 3 3 ol L L4 ’ L
mpoaxbioopar, aAl’ omws mol’ UmetAnupar mept
TOUTWY, ApKEL pLoL.

BovAopar 8¢, Tdv diwv amallayers, €Tt ,u,m.pu
mpos Uuds elmetv ‘J'Tf:‘pt TRV KOWGV. €L UEV yap
éxyeis, Aloylvn, Tdv vmo TovTOV TOV 7}}\(.014" Eﬂrfw
avlpwmwy, éatis aldos Tis Dkinmov ‘?TP{)TEP{}F Kai
viv T Ahffauﬁpnv Swnarﬂ.ug yéyovev, 1; Ty
Eanmv 1 TV Bupﬂupmv €0Tw, oUYXwpD TRV
,u:qv €iTe Tux-r]v eite dvorvyiav ovoualew PBovAed
wavrmu aiTiav yeyew;crﬂm. €l 0 Kal TOV ,u.nﬁf-
TWTOT BOVTWY € EP.-E pmde dwvny axnxuunuv E,u.au
moMot moA\a kai Sewa memovBaor, un povov kat’
dvdp’, alMa «kai woAers odar kai €bvy, moow
dicaidTepovy kai adnbéarepov T amdvrwv, ws
cokev, avlpdmwy TUXMY Kowmy kai ¢opav Twa
mpaypdTwy xademny kai ovy olav édel ToUTWY alTiav

[ - \ ’ -~ 3 3 . L I 1 A
2792 ‘]'?TELUB{I-I-. ou Towvwy Tavr {1¢EILS' ELLE TOV Trapa

1817]

273

TﬂuTmﬂrE ﬂﬁﬂuﬁwfupé'vnv uiﬂ.& xal TabT €Ows OTL,
Kal €L ,u.'q 70 o)m:-', pépos v E‘ITLB{}.MEL TT]'S‘ ﬁﬂun’tﬁn-
p.ms- u':mm, Kal Ju,|::|.]’ll.*.4r:.|":'1:|'. m:u.. €L [LEV '}rup eyw kat
€LLavToV EUTDEPGTEHP TEPL TV frpnypcwmv :—:Bnu—
Aevouny, My av Tols dAlots pn'mpmv Uiy €w’
airidofar: el 0é mapijre pev év Tais éxxAnoiais
€ # ¥ A ] ¥ - ] # r L
amacais, ael 0 €v kowd TO auudépov 1 TOoAis
mpovTibler axomely, mdolr 8¢ TabT €dokel TOT dpioT’

% # ¥ 3 b Y 3 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ L]
elvai, kat paAwora ool (o yap e€m’ edvoia y’ éuol
mapexwpets eATdwy kal {MAov kai Ty, & wdvTa
TpoGTy TOls TOTE TpaATTOMEVOLS UM €nod, alda Tijs
3 F L1 # r k] - % L4
aAnbeias Nrrdpevos dnlovore kal TG undév Exew
196



DE CORONA, 269-273

like a reproach. Nothing shall induce me to do
anything of the sort; but whatever be my reputa-
tion in that respect, I am content.

I have finished with private matters, but 1 have
still some trifling remarks to offer on public affairs.
If you, Aeschines, can name any human being, Greek
or barbarian, on whom yonder sun shines, who has
escaped all injury from the domination, first of Philip,
and to-day of Alexander, so be it: I grant you that
my fortune—or my misfortune, if you prefer the
word—has been the cause of the whole trouble.
But if many people, who have never set eyes on me
or heard the sound of my voice, have been grievously
afflicted—I do not mean as individuals, but whole
cities and nations—I say it is vastly more honest
and candid to attribute these calamities to the
common fortune of mankind, or to some distressing
and untoward current of events. Yet you dismiss
those causes, and put the blame upon me, who only
took part in politics by the side of my fellow-citizens
here, although you must be conscious that a part, if
not the whole, of your invective is addressed to all
of them, and particularly to yourself. If I had held
sole and despotic authority when I offered my coun-
sels, it would have been open to you other orators to
incriminate me : but inasmuch as you were present
at every assembly, as the state proposed a discussion
of policy in which every one might join, and as my
measures were approved at the time by every one,
and especially by you,—for it was in no friendly
spirit that you allowed me to enjoy all the hopes
and enthusiasm and credit that were attached to
my policy, but obviously because truth was too strong
for you, and because you had nothing better to
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suggest—it is most iniquitous and outrageous to
stigmatize to-day measures which at the time you
were unable to amend.

Among other people I find this sort of distinction
universally observed.—A man has sinned wilfully :
he is visited with resentment and punishment. He
has erred unintentionally : pardon takes the place
of punishment Suppose that he has committed no
sin or error at all, but, having devoted himself to a
project approved by all, has, in common with all,
failed of success. In that case he does not deserve
reproach or obloquy, but condolence. This distinction
will be found not only embodied in our statutes, but
laid down by nature herself in her unwritten laws
and in the moral sense of the human race. Now
Aeschines so far surpasses all mankind in savagery
and malignity that he turns even misadventures,
which he has himself cited as such, into crimes for
which I am to be denounced.

To crown all—as though all his own speeches had
been made in a disinterested and patriotic spirit—
he bids you be on your guard against me, for fear
I should mislead and deceive you, calling me an
artful speaker, a mountebank, an impostor, and so
forth. He seems to think that if a man can only
get in the first blow with epithets that are_really
applicable to himself, they must be true, and the
audience will make no reflexions on the character of
tht:,_‘_'sﬁéﬂker. But I am sure you all know him well,
and will regard those epithets as more appropriate
to him than to me. I am also sure that my artful-
ness—well, be it so; although I notice that in
general an audience controls the ability of a speaker,
and that his reputation for wisdom depends upon
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your acceptance and your dlscnmmatmg favour. Be
that as it may, if I do possess any skill in speaking, you
will all find that that skill has always been exercised
on public concerns and for your. advantage, never on
private occasions and to your detriment. On the other
hand the ability of Aeschines is applied not only to
speaking on behalf of your enemies, but to the detri-
ment of anyone who has annoyed or quarrelled with
him. He never uses it honestly or in the interests
of the commonweal. "No upright and honourable
citizen must ever expect a jury impanelled in the
public service to bolster up his own resentment or
enmity or other passions, nor will he go to law to
gratify them. If possible he will exclude them
from his heart : if he cannot escape them, he will
at least cherish them calmly and soberly. In what -
circumstances, then, ought a politician or an orator
to be vehement? When all our national interests
are imperilled ; when the issue lies between the
people and their adversaries. Then such is the part
of a chivalrous and patriotic citizen. But for a man
who never once sought to bring me to justice for
any public, nor, I will add, for any private offence,
whether for the city’'s sake or for his own, to come
into court armed with a denunciation of a crown and
of a vote of thanks, and to lavish such a wealth of
eloquence on that plea, is a symptom of a peevish,
jealous, small-minded, good-for-nothing disposition.
And the exhibition of his turpitude is complete when
he relinquishes his controversy with me, and directs
the whole of his attack upon the defendant. It
really makes me think, Aeschines, that you deliber-
ately went to law, not to get satisfaction for any
transgression, but to make a display of your oratory
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and your vocal powers. But it is not the diction of
an orator, Aeschines, or the vigour of his voice that
has any value : it is supporting the policy of the
pemple and having the same friends and the same
enemles as your country. With such a disposition,
a man'’s speeches will always be patriotic : but the
man who pays court to those from whom the state
apprehends danger to herself, is not riding at the
same anchor as the people, and therefore does not
look to the same quarter for his security. I do;
mark that! My purposes are my countrymen'’s
purposes ; I have no peculiar or personal end to
serve. Can you say the same? No,indeed! Why,
immediately after the battle you went on embassy
to visit Philip, the author of all the recent calamities
of your country, although hitherto you had notori-
ously declined that employment. And who is
the deceiver of his country 7 Surely the man who
does not say what he thinks. For whom does the
marshal read the commination? For him. What
graver crime can be charged to an orator than that
his thoughts and his words do not tally ? In that
crime you were detected ; and yet you still raise
your voice, and dare to lﬂuk your fellow-citizens in
the face! Do you imagine that they do not know
who you are ? that they are sunk in such slumber
and oblivion that they do not remember the har-
angues you made while the war was still going on,
when you protested with oaths and curses that you
had no dealings with Philip—that I had laid that
charge against you out of private malice, and that
it was not true? But no sooner had the news of
the battle reached us than you ignored all your pro-
tests, and confessed, or rather claimed, that you
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were Philip’s friend and Philip’s guest—a euphemism
for Philip’s hired servant; for with what show of
equality or honesty could Philip possibly be the host
or the friend or even the acquaintance of Aeschines,
son of Glaucothea the tambourinist ? I cannot see :
but the truth is, you took his pay to injure the
interests of your countrymen. And yet you, a
traitor publicly convicted on information laid by
yourself after the fact, vilify and reproach me for
misfortunes for which you will find I am less respon-
sible than any other man.

Our city owes to me, Aeschines, both the incep-
tion and the success of many great and noble enter-
prises ; nor was she unmindful. It is a proof of her
gratitude that, when the people wanted one who
should speak over the bodies of the slain, shortly
after the battle, you were nominated but they did
not appoint you, in spite of your beautiful voice, nor
Demades, although he had recently arranged the
peace, nor Hegemon, nor any of your party : they
appointed me. Then you came forward, and
Pythocles with you—and, gracious Heavens! how
coarsely and impudently you spoke !—making the
very same charges that you have repeated to-day ;
but, for all your scurrility, they appointed me never-
theless. You know very well why ; but you shall
hear the reason again from me. They were con-
scious both of the patriotism and energy with which
I had conducted their business, and also of the
dishonesty of you and your friends : for, when the
city had made a false step, you had acknowledged
relations which you had strenuously denied on oath
in the days of prosperity. They conceived that men
who found impunity for their ambitions in our national
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calamities had long been their secret, and were now
their declared, enemies. They thought it becoming
that the orator who should speak over the bodies of
the slain, and magnify their prowess, should not be
one who had visited the homes and shared the loving
cup of their adversaries ; that the man who in Mace-
donia had taken part with their murderers in revels
and songs of exultation over the calamities of Greece,
should not be chosen for high distinction at Athens ;
and that the chosen speaker should not lament their
fate with the feigning voice of an actor, but express
the mourning of his very soul. Such sympathy they
discerned in themselves, and in me ; but not in your
party ; and that is why they appointed me, and did
not appoint you. The sentiments of the people were
shared by those fathers and brothers of the dead
who were chosen by the people to conduct the
obsequies. In obedience to the custom that requires
the funeral feast to be held in the home of the nearest
relative of the dead, they ordered it to be held at
my house ; and with good reason. FEach hero had
some kinsman who by the ties of blood stood nearer
to himself, but to the whole company of the fallen
no man was nearer of kin than I. When they had
met with their untimely fate, he who was most
deeply concerned in their safety and their success,
claimed the chief share in mourning for them all,

Read for his benefit the epitaph, which the state
resolved by public vote to inscribe upon their monu-
ment. Kven from these verses, Aeschines, you may
learn something of your own callousness, and malig-
nity, and brutality. Read.
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Epitaph

Here lie the brave, who for their country’s right
Drew sword, and put th’ insulting foe to flight.
Their lives they spared not, bidding Death decide
Who flinched and lived, and who with courage died.
They fought and fell that Greece might still be free,
Nor crouch beneath the yoke of slavery.

Zeus spoke the word of doom ; and now they rest
Forspent with toil upon their country’s breast.

(God errs not, fails not ; God alone is great ;

But man lies helpless in the hands of fate.

Do you hear this admonition, that it is the gods
alone who err not and fail not ? It attributes the
power of giving success in battle not to the states-
man, but to the gods. Accursed slanderer! why
do you revile me for their death ? Why do you utter
words which I pray the gods to divert to the undoing
of your children and yourself ?

Among all the slanders and lies which he launched
against me, men of Athens, what amazed me most
was that, when he recounted the disasters that befell
our city at that time, his comments were never such
as would have been made by an honest and loyal
citizen. He shed no tears; he had no emotion of
regret in his heart ; he vociferated, he exulted, he
strained his throat. He evidently supposed himself
to be testifying against me, but he was really offering
proof against himself that in all those distressing
events he had had no feeling in common with other
citizens. Yet a man who professes such solicitude,
as he has professed to-day, for our laws and constitu-
tion, whatever else he lacks, ought at least to possess
the quality of sympathizing both with the sorrows and
the joys of the common people ; and, in choosing
his political principles, he ought not to range himself

209



293

204

[324]
205

DEMOSTHENES

]
oU vuvi memoukws €l pavepds, €ué mdvrwy aiTiov
i 3 k] # 3 -~
kai O €u’ els mpdypata ¢dokwv éumeceiv TNV
moAw, oVk amo Tis €ufs moATeias ovde mpoaipéaews
3 - - -
apapévav Sudv Tois “EAAnar Bonbeiv, émel épory’
¥ - - - -~
€t TobT0 dobeln map’ Judv, 8. eu’ duds Nvavridobar
T kata Tov ‘EAvwv apxn mparTouévn, pellwy dv
f - -
0olleln dwpea ovumacdv dv Tols dAdois Seduikare.
,M‘ N ¥ W ¥ y - # ;| ¥ L] W
aAl’ o0’ av éyw Tabra ¢joawut (adwcoiny yap av
vpds), ot dv dueis €0 old o6TL ovyywproaiTe:
™ » ? [ O3 [ ¥ " o - \ (TR |
OUTOS T €L OlkaL €TOLEL, OUK AV €VEKA TH)S TPOS €L
» - Y
éxpas Ta péyiora T@v duerépwy kaddv €éBAamTe
kat dteBallev.
3 - - -~
AMa 7{ Tadr’ émTipd, moAAD oxeTAidiTep’ dAAa
kaTnyopnkoTos avTol kal kaTefevouévov; Os yap
euot dhimmoucv, & yi kal Beol, karnyopet, Tt
o0Tos ovk dv elmor; kaitot, v Tov ‘Hpakdéa kai
’ ’ w % 3 3 3 P ’ -
mavras Oeovs, et v em aAnbetas déot oxometobar,
k] 1 Fi ) I 4 3 ¥
el 76 kaTaevdeallar kai 8" éxbpav Tv Aéyew avedov-
Tas éx péoov, Tives ws aAnbds elolv ols av elkoTws
kal Oikaiws TNy TOV yeyevnuévwy altiay €mi TTY
- »
xedpadny avalblelev amavres, Tovs opolovs ToUTw Tap
€kdOTY) TOV TOAEwV €UpoLT’ AV, OU TOVS €L0L* OL, OT
nv aofevi) Ta Ddimmov mpdypara kat kopdsj pekpad,
moAddkts TpPodeyovTwy MUAY Kal TAPAKAAOUVTWY
L] r L] 4 ] k] r L 3
kai Obaokovrwy Ta PéATioTa, Ths dlas €Evex
-~ ]
aloxpokepdias Ta kowj ouppépovTa mpoievTo,
7 - v
Tovs Umdpyovras €xaoTol moAitas efamaTdvTes Kai
%
Stadfelpovres, €ws Oovdovs €moimoav, Oerralovs
Adoyos, Kwéas, Opaocvdaos: *Apkadas Kepridds,
210



DE CORONA, 202-295

with their enemies. But that is clearly what he has
done, when he declares that I am responsible for
everything, and that the city has fallen into trouble
by my fault. Your policy of bearing succour to the
Greeks did not originate in my statesmanship and
my principles. If you were to acknowledge that my
influence caused you to resist a despotism that
threatened the ruin of Greece, you would bestow on
me a favour greater than all the gifts you have ever
conferred on anyone. I do not claim that favour ;
I cannot claim it without injustice to you: and I
am certain that you will not grant it. If Aeschines
had acted an honest part, he would never have in-
dulged his spite against me by impairing and
defaming the noblest of your national glories.

But why reproach him for that imputation, when
he has uttered calumnies of far greater audacity ?
A man who accuses me of Philippism—Heaven and
Earth, of what lie is he not capable ? I solemnly
aver that, if we are to cast aside lying imputations
and spiteful mendacity, and inquire in all sincerity
who really are the men to whom the reproach of
all that has befallen might by general consent be
fairly and honestly brought home, vou will find that
they are men in the several cities who resemble
Aeschines, and do not resemble me. At a time
when Philip’s resources were feeble and very small
indeed, when we were constantly warning, exhorting,
admonishing them for the best, these men flung away
their national prosperity for private and selfish gain ;
they cajoled and corrupted all the citizens within
their grasp, until they had reduced them to slavery.
So the Thessalians were treated by Daochus, Cineas,
Thrasydaus, the Arcadians by Cercidas, Hieronymus,

211



DEMOSTHENES

‘Tepavvpos, Edkapmnidas: *Apyeiovs Mupris, TeAé-
dapos, Mvacéas: HAelovs Evéifeos, KAeoripos,
"Apl - Meoonviovs ot Puhiadov Tob Beot
ploTaLYLOS ogonviovs s
exbpot maides Neéwv xai Opacvioyos- 2K VWVLOUS
"ApigTpatos, 'Emydpns: Kopuwbiovs Aeivapyos,
Anudaperos: Meyapéas Ilrowodwpos, "EAos,
Hepmﬂng* OnBalovs Tepworaos, Oeoyeitwr, *Ave-
poiras: EdBoéas "lmmapyos, K?iﬂrapxns', me-
296 oTparos. fm..l:-:u,bﬂ. pe Aéyovld 7 npﬁpu T4 TGOV
wpaanfwv apa,uu:ra,. oUTOL TAVTES Emu.-, uuﬁpeg
"Ab rmm, TV m.wwu Buuﬁﬁu,r.m:rwy €v Tals t:r.unuu
TTCLTPL{J'LP EHF‘.'TEP oUroL map’ upw, avﬁpmwm p.m.pm
n:m. n:o)ia.rceg kal aAdoTopes, nmpmrnpmapsum TaS
€avTdv €xacTor marpidas, Tv €Aevfepiav mpome-
wwroTes wpotepov pev Vidimmw, viv & ‘Mffduﬁpcy,
T YyaoTpi perpodvres kat TOlS a.:'n'xia'rm.s- fﬁv
fuampuvmv, -r'rp- 5 f)teuﬂfpmr Kal TO pqﬁfu r—:xew
deomorny avTdv, d rm.g mpoteépots " EAAnaw opot Tdv
ayafdv -ﬁu'au Ka fﬂlvm-'ES', avarerp&:ﬁures‘
297 Tuumg 'ruwuy 'n;.'s' oUTWS mcrxpus' Kai wept,ﬁmrmu
[325] cvoTdoews kal xumas‘, p'.aﬁ)mv &, auﬁpsg Aﬂﬁ—
vaiot, n*puﬁ-:}mug, €L O€l 1) Anpew TS TV Ehﬁr;uwp
'Aeuﬂﬁpms: 7 TE mOoALs wupa TaAoW avﬂpwwmg m-r-
mﬂ.ng yf-_.mvfu €k Tt‘.ﬂl-" Epwv walvreupmmp Kal €yw
map’ Vutv. elrd p’ épwTds avri molas aperis aéu®
Tipdobfar; €yw € aol Aéyw, oTL TGOV MOALTEVOUEVWY
mapa Tois “EAnou Siadbapévrwy amdvrwy, apéaué-
vwv amo oob, mporepov pev vmo ®uAimmov, viv &
208 v “AAefdvdpov, €u’ olTe Kaipos ovte prlavlpwmia
Aoywv ovr’ emayyelidv péyelos ovr’ €Amis ovte
$3Bos, oUr’ dAX’ oUdev émnpev ovde mponydyeTo, Wv
ekpwa dikalwy kai ovpudepovTwy 1) maTpid, ovdeév
212



DE CORONA, 295-2908

Fucampidas, the Argives by Myrtis, Teledamus,
Mnaseas, the Eleians by Euxitheus, Cleotimus,
Aristaechmus, the Messenians by the sons of that

od-forsaken Philiades, Neon and Thrasylochus, the
gicyntﬁans by Aristratus and Epichares, the Cor-
inthians by Deinarchus and Demaretus, the Megar-
ians by Ptoeodorus, Helixus, Perilaus, the Thebans
by Timolaus, Theogeiton, Anemoetas, the Euboeans
by Hipparchus, Cleitarchus, and Sosistratus. I could
continue this catalogue of traitors till the sun sets.
Every one of them, men of Athens, is a man of the
same way of thinking in the politics of his own
country as Aeschines and his friends are in ours.
They too are profligates, sycophants, fiends incar-
nate ; they have mutilated their own countries ;
they have pledged away their liberty in their cups,
first to Philip, and now to Alexander. They measure
their happiness by their belly and their baser parts ;
they have overthrown for ever that freedom and
independence which to the Greeks of an earlier
age were the very standard and canon of prosperity.
~Of this disgraceful and notorious conspiracy, of this
wickedness, or rather, men of Athens, jf I am to
speak without trifling, this betrayal of the liberties
of Greece, you—thanks to my policy—are guiltless in
the eyes of the world, as I am guiltless in your eyes.
And then, Aeschines, you ask for what merit I claim
distinction ! I tell you that, when all the politicians
in Greece, starting with you, had been corrupted,
first by Philip, and now by Alexander, neither oppor-
tunity, nor civil speeches, nor large promises, nor
hope, nor fear, nor any other inducement, could
provoke or suborn me to betray the just claims and
the true interests of my country, as I conceived them ;
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and that, whatever counsels I have offered to my
fellow-citizens here, I have not offered, like you, as
if I were a false balance with a bias in favour of the
vendor. With a soul upright, honest and incorrupt-
ible, appointed to the control of more momentous
transactions than any statesman of my time, I have
administered them throughout in all purity and
righteousness. On those grounds I claim this dis-
tinction. As for my fortifications, which you treated
so satirically, and my entrenchments, I do, and I
must, judge these things worthy of gratitude and
thanks ; but I give them a place far removed from
my political achievements. I did not fortify Athens
with masonry and brickwork : they are not the
works on which I chiefly pride myself. Regard
my fortifications as you ought, and you will find
armies and cities and outposts, seaports and ships
and horses, and a multitude ready to fight for their
defence. These were the bastions I planted for the
protection of Attica so far as it was possible to
human forethought ; and therewith I fortified, not
the ring-fence of our port and our citadel, but the
whole country. Nor was I beaten by Philip in fore-
thought or in armaments ; that is far from the truth.
The generals and the forces of the allies were beaten
by his good fortune. Have I any proofs of my claim ?
Yes, proofs definite and manifest. I ask you all to
consider them.

What course of action was proper for a patriotic
citizen who was trying to serve his country with all
possible prudence and energy and loyalty ? Surely
it was to protect Attica on the sea-board by Euboea,
on the inland frontier by Boeotia, and on the side
towards Peloponnesus by our neighbours in that
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direction ; to make provision for the passage of our
corn-supply along friendly coasts all the way to
Peiraeus ; to preserve places already at our disposal,
such as Proconnesus, Chersonesus, Tenedos, by send-
ing succour to them and by suitable speeches and
resolutions ; to secure the friendship and alliance of
such places as Byzantium, Abydos, and Euboea ;
to destroy the most important of the existing re-
sources of the enemy, and to make good the de-
ficiencies of our own city. All these purposes were
accomplished by my decrees and my administrative
acts. Whoever will study them, men of Athens,
without jealousy, will find that they were rightly
planned and honestly executed; that the proper
opportunity for each several measure was never
neglected, or ignored, or thrown away by me : and
that nothing within the compass of one man'’s ability
or forethought was left undone. If the superior
power of some deity or of fortune, or the in-
competence of commanders, or the wickedness of
traitors, or all these causes combined, vitiated and
at last shattered the whole enterprise,—is Demos-
thenes guilty ? If in each of the cities of Greece
there had been some one man such as I was in
my appointed station in your midst, nay, if Thes-
saly had possessed one man and Arcadia one
man holding the same sentiments that I held, no
Hellenic people beyond or on this side of Thermo-
pylae would have been exposed to their present
distresses: they would still be dwelling prosperously
in their own countries, in freedom and independ-
ence, securely and without fear, grateful to you
and to all the Athenians for the great and mani-
fold blessings they owed to me. To prove that,

217



DEMOSTHENES

70AA® Tols Adyois éAdTToot ypduar TV Epywv,
evdaPovuevos Tov Plovov, Aéye por Tavti Kai
3 [ L] i 3 i -~ - b3
avayvwle AaBav Tov aplbuov Tdv PBonbeidv kara
Tapa Ymdiouara.

APIOMOZ BOHOEIQN

306 Tadra kai Towadra mparrew, Aloyivy, Tov Kalov
kayalov moAlrny del, dv xartopbovuévwy uév peyi-
orots avaudiaByriTws vmipyev elvar kal 76 duxalws
mpoony, ws €Tépws 8¢ ouuPBdvTwy TO Yoiv €vdoki-
petv mepieatt kai To undeéva péudeabar Ty moAw
punde THv mpoaipeow avrijs, aAAa Ty Tuxny kaxilew

307 Ty oUTw Ta Tpayuata xpivacav: ov ua Al ovk
3 ¥ ] ¥ - ¥ r
dmooTdyra TAY ovudepovrwy Th modet, pobwoarra

L3 - b F \ L \ ] ¥ -
0’ adrov Tols eévavriots, Tovs Umép TOv €exbpawv
KaLpovs avTL TOV TS TATPLOOS ﬂfpuﬂfﬁew, oUO€ Tov
A ’ Y W - 4 L4 ’ 4 i
pev mpaypat afia THs moAews vrooTavTa A€yely kat
ypddew kai pévew €mi TovTwy PBaokaivew, av € Tis
(6l T¢ Avmrjoy, TovTo pepvijobar kai Typeiv, ovd€
novxiay ayew dolkov kal UTovAov, O OU ToLEls
¥ N F » ¢ [ F L]
308 moAdakis. €oTL yap, €oTw nNovyia OlKalad Kal
(328] gupdepovoa i) moler, W ol moAdoi TAV TOATGW
- L4 - » 3 3 b
Upets amAds dyere. dAX’ od TavTny ofros dyel Ty
4 r - i -~ ¥ » ] 4y o
novylav, moAol ye kai Oel, all’ amooras orav
att® 80fn ThHs molrelas (moddaxis 8¢ doxet)
duAdrTeL ik’ €oealle peorol Tod ovveyds A€yovTos
W b - ' # ¥ ¥ " »
7 mapd TiHs TUXNS Tt ovuPéfnker évavriwua, 1 dAo
¥ ¥ i L1 3 ¥ : |
7t Svorodov yéyove (moAda 8¢ Tavbpuimwa)- elr
218



DE CORONA, 305-308

as a precaution against envy, I am using words that
do less than justice to my deeds, please take these
papers, and read the list of expeditions sent in
pursuance of my decrees.

(The List of Expeditions in Aid is read)

It was the duty, Aeschines, of an upright and
honourable citizen to take these or similar measures.
If they had been successful, we should have been,
heymld controversy, the greatest of nations and a
nation that deserved its greatness: and, though
they have failed, there remains the result that our
reputation stands high, and that no man can find
fault with Athens or her policy, but lays the blame
on the fortune that so ordered the issue. Assuredly
it was not the duty of such a citizen to abandon the
cause of his country, to take the hire of her adver-
saries, to wait on the occasions, not of Athens, but
of her enemies. It was not his duty to look with an
evil eye upon a man who had made it his business
to support or propose measures worthy of our tradi-
tions, and was resolved to stand by such measures ;
nor to treasure vindictively the memory of private
annoyances. Nor was it his duty to hold his peace
dishonestly and deceptively, as you so often do.
There is,indeed, a silence that is honest and beneficial
to_the &ity, such as is observed in all simplicity by
the_majority _:gf'_ynu citizens. Not such, but far, far
different, is the silence of Aeschines. Withdrawing
himself from public life whenever he thinks fit—and
that is very frequently—he lies in wait for the time
when you will be weary of the incessant speaker,
or when some unlucky reverse has befallen you, or
any of those vexations that are so frequent in the
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life of mortal men ; and then, seizing the occasion,
he breaks silence and the orator reappears like a
sudden squall, with his voice in fine training; he
strings together the words and the phrases that he
has accumulated, emphatically and without a pause .
but, alas, they are all useless, they serve no good
purpose, they are directed to the injury of this or
that citizen, and to the discredit of the whole com-
munity. Yetif all that assiduous practice, Aeschines,
had been conducted in a spirit of honesty and of
solicitude for your country’s well-being, it should
have yielded a rich and noble harvest for the benefit
of us all—alliances of states, new revenues, develop-
ment of commerce, useful legislation, measures of
opposition to our avowed enemies. In days of old all
those services afforded the recognized test of states-
manship : and the time through which you have
passed sug-plied to an upright politician many oppor-
tunities of showing his worth ; but among such men
you won no position—you were neither first, second,
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, nor anywhere in the race—
at least when the power of your country was to be
enlarged. What alliance does Athens owe to your
exertions 7 What auxiliary expedition, what gain
of amity or reputation ? What embassy or service,
by which the credit of the city has been raised ?
What project in domestic, Hellenic, or foreign policy,
of which you took charge, has ever been successful ?
What war-galleys, or munitions, or docks, or fortifica-
tions, or cavalry, do we owe to you? Of what use
in the wide world are you? What public-spirited
assistance have you ever given to rich or to poor?’
None whatever. But come, sir, without any of these
things a man may show patriotism and zeal. Where ?
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When ? Why, you incorrigible knave, even at the
time when every man who ever spoke from the
tribune gave freely to the national defence, when at
last even Aristonicus gave the money he had collected
to redeem his citizenship, you never came forward
and put your name down for a farthing. And yet
you were certainly not without means, for you had
inherited more than five talents from the estate of
your father-in-law Philo, and you had a present of
two talents, subscribed by the chairmen of the Navy
Boards, as a reward for spoiling the Navy Reform
Bill. However, I will pass that by, for fear I should
stray from my immediate purpose by telling one
story after another. It is clear that you refused
to contribute, not because you were poor, but because
you were careful not to do anything in opposition
to the party you serve in politics. Then on what
occasions are you a man of spirit? When are you
a shining light ? Whenever something is to be said
in prejudice of your fellow-citizens ; then your voice
is magnificent, then your memory is wonderful ;
then we hear the great tragedian, the Theocrines® of
the legitimate drama.

Then you remind us of the heroes of past genera-
tions. Quite right : but it is not fair, men of Athens,
to take advantage of the affection you cherish for
the departed, and analyse me, who am still living in
your midst, by comparing me with them. KEvery-
body knows that against the living there is always
an undercurrent of more or less jealousy, while the
dead are no longer disliked even by their enemies.
Such is human nature ; am I then to be criticized
and canvassed by comparison with my predecessors !
Heaven forbid ! No, Aeschines ; that is unfair and
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unjust : compare me with yourself, or with any
living man you choose, whose principles are identical
with yours. Consider this question: is it more
decent and patriotic that for the sake of the services
of men of old times, enormous as they were, nay,
great beyond expression, the services that are now
being rendered to the present age should be treated
with ingratitude and vituperation, or that every man
who achieves anything in a spirit of loyalty should
receive some share of the respect and consideration
of his fellow-citizens ? If I must deal with that
subject, I say_that, if my policy and my prmmples
are considered, they will be found to resemble in
spirit and purpose those of the venerated names of
antiquity. Yours are like those of the men who
maligned them : for it is certain that, even in their
days, there were men who were always carping at
the living and commending the dead—a spiteful
vocation, and just like yours. You tell me I am not
at all like those great men. Are you like them,
Aeschines }  Or your brother ? Or any other orator
of this generation? In my opinion, none. Then,
my honest friend—to call you nothing worse—assay
a living man by the standard of living men, men of
his own time. That is the test you apply to every-
thing else—to dramatists, to choruses, to athletes.
Philammon did not leave Olympia without a crown,
because he was not so strong as Glaucus of Carystus,
or other bygone champions: he was crowned and
proclaimed victor, because he fought better than the
men who entered the ring against him. You must
compare me with the orators of to-day ; with your-
self, for instance, or anyone you like : I exclude none.
When the commonwealth was at liberty to choose
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¢ To keep a stud of horses, whether for racing purposes
or for service in the cavalry, was at Athens the favourite
method of displaying wealth.
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the best policy, when there was a competition of
patriotism open to all comers, I made better speeches
than any other man, and all business was conducted
by my resolutions, my statutes, my diplomacy. Not
one of you ever put in an appearance—except when
you must needs fall foul of my measures. But when
certain deplorable events had taken place, and
there was a call, not for counsellors, but for men who
would obey orders, who were ready to injure their
country for pay, and willing to truckle to strangers,
then you and your party were at your post, great
men with gorgeous equipages.® I was powerless, I
admit ; but I was still the better patriot.

The:e are two traits, men of Athens, that mark
the disposition of the well-meaning citizen ;—that is
a description I may apply to myself without offence.
When in power, the constant aim of his policy should
be the honour and the ascendancy of his country ;
and on every occasion and in all business he should
preserve his loyalty. That virtue depends on his
natural disposition : ability and success depend upon
other considerations. Such, you will find, has been
my disposition, abidingly and without alloy. Look
at the facts. They demanded that I should be given
up; they arraigned me before the Amphictyonic
Council ; they tried me with threats, they tried me
with promises : they set these miscreants to worry
me like a pack of wolves ; but through it all I never
renounced my loyalty to you. At the very outset
of my career I had chosen once for all the path of
political uprightness and integrity, and resolved to
support, to magnify, and to associate myself with
the honour, the power, and the glory of my native
land. I do not perambulate the market-place, gaily
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exulting in the good fortune of the alien, holding
out my right hand, and telling the glad Tidings to
anyone I think likely to send word over yonder.
When I hear of my country’s successes, I do not
shudder, and sigh, and hang down my head, like
those blasphemers, who traduce Athens, forgetting
that thereby they are traducing themselves; who
turn their eyes abroad, and, when the alien has
prospered by the distresses of Greece, applaud his
good fortune, and declare that we must try to pre-

serve it for ever.
Never, O ye Powers of Heaven, never vouchsafe

to them the fulfilment of that desire. Ifit be possible,
implant even in them a better purpose and a
better spirit ; but, if their malady is incurable, con-
sign them, and them alone, to utter and untimely
destruction by land and sea, and to us who remain
grant speedy deliverance from the terrors that hang
over our heads, and a salvation that shall never fail.

229






DE FALSA LEGATIONE



INTRODUCTION TO THE DE FALSA
LEGATIONE

Tue speech On the Embassy was delivered in the
summer of the year 343 s.c., before a jury of 1501
citizens, sitting under the presidency of the Board
of Auditors (Aoywrai), a body of ten Councillors,
chosen by lot, whose duty was to examine the
accounts and reports of all outgoing officials and to
take cognizance of any charge of official misconduct.
Demosthenes was prosecuting his political adversary,
Aeschines, for malversation committed by him as
a member of the embassy sent to Macedonia
in the year 846. According to the prosecution,
Aeschines had been (1) untruthful in his reports,
(2) disobedient to his instructions, (3) dilatory, with
treacherous intent, and (4) corrupt [4-8]; the last
and most damaging charge being, however, infer-
ential, and not made good by direct evidence.

The Greek name of the speech is derived from
the verb #u;m?rpﬂrﬁfmw, to misconduct an embass}r
[191]; the Latin name, De falsa legatione, often
used in references (F.L.), we owe to Cicero (Orat.
31. 111). Like the speech of Aeschines in defence,
it has come down to us, not as delivered in court,
but as subsequently revised and published by the
orator. A curious interpolation in the text [1 49]
seems to indicate that another edition of the speech
once existed.
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The result of the trial was the acquittal of the
defendant by the small plurality of thirty votes.
That the jury was not altogether well disposed to
Demosthenes had been shown by the clamour with
which they interrupted him when he told the story
of the Macedonian supper-party [196-8]; a story
unsupported by evidence, and irrelevant to the
accusation. A few weeks earlier the arch-deceiver,
Philocrates, had been impeached by Hypereides
[116], and driven from Athens. The guilt of
Philocrates is unquestionable ;  but perhaps the
majority of the jury was mlhng to believe that
Aeschines had been the victim rather than the
coadjutor of Philocrates’ deceptions; or perhaps
we have here an example of that unreasonable
reaction from severity to indulgence, which was
(and still is) characteristic of the Athenian populace,
if not of democracy in general.

The speech deals with the negotiations and
Fulitical intrigues that immediately preceded and
ollowed the Peace of Philocrates. The sequence
and the dating of events are, as Demosthenes
insists, important to the argument; and it will be
;ﬂnv&nient to have them before us in a tabular
orm.%

Olymp. 108.2 346 B.c.
Decree of Philocrates or- (;amelion. February.
dering the dispatch of
ten envoys to Mace-
donia.

® The calculation of dates according to modern reckoning
(taken from Goodwin's edition of De corona, pE 300 ff.)
assumes that the first day (Hecatombaeon 1) of the }*ear in
question fell on July 6th, 347 B.c. The year was a long
year of 384 days, with an intercalated month.
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l{el:::;l of the First Em- Anthesterion March (end).
Y.
First Assembly : report Elaphebolion 18 April 15.
of the Embassy.
Second Assembly : Peace Elaphebolion 19  April 16.
accepted.
Second Embassy ordered. Elaphebolion April.
hs:aemhll‘; for ratification Elaphebolion 25  April 22.
of the Peace by Allies ;
Demosthenes in the

Chair.

The Council orders the Munychion 3 April 29.
Embassy to depart
forthwith.

Return of the Second Scirophorion 13  July 7.
Embassy.

The Assembly requests Scirophorion 16  July 10.
the Phocians to surren-
der Delphi.

Departure of the Third Scirophorion 21  July 15.

mbassy to report to

Philip.

Phlh? uccupies Thermo- Secirophorion 23  July 17.
pvlae.

The Embassy turns back Scirophorion 24  July 18.
on hearing that Philip

is at Thermopylae.

The Assembly, meeting Scirophorion 27  July 21.

at Peiraeus, orders the

Embassy to proceed to

Philip.

In August, that is, in the first month of the Attic
new year, the reports of the ambassadors came
before the auditors for the statutory scrutiny
(evfvva); and notice of prosecution was then given
by Demosthenes and Timarchus. Aeschinesimmedi-
ately retaliated by accusing Timarchus of unnatural
crime, and obtained his disfranchisement (driuia)
(241, 284 ff.], thus ridding himself of one of his
prosecutors [2]. As the auditors had already dealt
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with the reports of the First Embassy, the indict-
ment laid by Demosthenes (of which we have no
copy) must have been restricted to the defendant’s
misconduct of the Second Embassy. His speech,
however, takes a wider range.

The first proposal to open negotiations for peace
was made by Philocrates in the year 848. It was
adopted ; but its author was prosecuted by Lycinus
for proposing an illegal measure. Demosthenes
spoke in his defence ; but it is unfair to draw any
wider inference than that, at that time, he had no
reason to regard Phllucrates as the paid or secret
agent of Philip. In the same year Olynthus, a city
cursed with a pro-Macedonian party headed by
Lasthenes and Euth}rcra.tes, who had taken Phlllp
bribes [265], fell into Philip’s hands, after a battle
in which the Olynthian cmralrv was betrayed by its
commander, Lasthenes [267]. “The inhabitants were
all sold into slavery; and this fate was shared by
many Athenians resident in the city, of whom some
were afterwards ransomed at the expense of Demo-
sthenes [169 f.]. The Athenians, who had given no
adequate response to the appeals made on behalf
of their allies by Demosthenes in his Olynthiac
Orations, were filled with dismay and indignation.
No action was taken in pursuance of the decree of
Philocrates. Eubulus, an honest but short-sighted
statesman, and the most powerful antagonist of
Demosthenes—the same Eubulus who came forward
to support Aeschines at the trial [200] — assumed
the lead of the anti-Macedonian party, and proposed
the dispatch of missionaries to stimulate the resent-
ment of all the Greek cities, and to form a panhellenic
coalition against the Macedonian intruder [304].
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It was at this time that Aeschines, a strolling actor
whose fine voice and robust presence were much
envied by Demosthenes, first gained the ear of the
Assembly by his vigorous denunciation of Philip’
cruelty and ambition [808]. He had been strungiy
moved by a chance encounter with a gang of
Olynthian slaves presented by Philip to his Arcadian
friend Atrestidas [305]; he introduced a friendly
Arcadian, Ischander, to the Council; and, in
pursuance of the plan of Eubulus, he was sent as
envoy to Arcadia, and there had the honour of
addressing the Arcadian Assembly of ten thousand
at Megalopolis [10]. At Athens futile resolutions
denouncing the Olynthian traitors were adopted by
the Assembly [267]; and Demosthenes enjoyed,
for what it was worth, the satisfaction of seeing
the men who had thwarted his policy converted to
his sentiments, when it was too late for anything
more practical than indignation meetings. On the
other hand, the victory of Philip had put him in
possession of property, wrested from allies of Athens,
which he afterwards, according to the testimony cf
Olynthian witnesses, used to bribe or reward his
Athenian friends [145-6], besides displaying his
barbaric liberality in more creditable ways [192 ff.].
The propaganda of Eubulus failed; and its
failure convinced both the old and the new enemies
of Philip at Athens that the times required a policy
of peace. Nor was Philip reluctant, for, in spite
of all his victories by land, he found himself hampered
and impoverished by the Athenian navy, which
closed his ports and raided his seaboard [315].
Moreover, his ambition was turning in a new direc-
tion. The Amphictyonic Council had invited him
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to take charge of their Sacred War against the
Phocians. The Phocians appealed to the Athenians
for succour, offering to them the command of the
Pass of Thermopylae. The Athenians, eager to
prevent a Macedonian invasion of central Greece,
resolved to send ﬁftf' war-galleys under the admiral
Proxenus ; but Phalaecus, the Phocian commander,
refused the proffered aid, and rudely dismissed
Proxenus [50 ff., 322], whn returned tn his station
at Oreus [155]). This unfortunate incident contri-
buted to the readiness with which, a few months
later, the Assembly accepted the proposal of Philo-
crates that ten envoys should be sent to Macedonia
to confer with Philip, and report. The Tén included
Philocrates himself, Demosthenes, Aeschines, and
Aristodemus, another actor, who had made Philip’s
acquaintance when paying a professional visit to
Macedonia. Others of the Ten, mentioned in the
speech, are Ctesiphon (not the Ctesiphon of the
speech On the Crown), Iatrocles, who had been
captured at Olynthus, but released without ransom,
Dercylus, and Phryno.

Of the many discrepancies between the accounts
of the First Embassy given by Demosthenes and
by Aeschines, it is sufficient here to observe that
the assertion that, before leaving Athens, Aeschines
suspected the good faith of Philocrates, and proposed
to Demosthenes that they two should keep an eye
on him [18], is contradicted by Aeschines, and is
not commended by probability. The ambassadors
had a long interview with the king at Pella; and
brought back with them a courteous letter [38, 39],
in which Philip offered not only peace but alliance.
Demosthenes’ suspicion, that this uncandid epistle
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was actually composed by Aeschines, is commonly
rejected by historians. The king, however, had
dealt frankly with the embassy on one important
point. They were unable to report any hope that
he would admit the Athenian claim to Amphipolis,
which had been the original issue of the war, or
give up any of his acquisitions. Peace, in short,
could be concluded only on a basis of uti possidets.
The Ten were ready to recommend the Assembly
to accept peace on such terms; but representatives
of the several cities of the Athenian alliance, who
were consulted after the return of the embassy to
Athens, asked that the terms should be so amended
as to offer'the benefits of the peace to any Greek
state that might choose to come in within three
months. This proposal was made for the advantage
of the Phocians and the Halians, with whom Philip
was actively at war. It would, of course, have
blocked those unavowed and unsuspected designs
of Philip, for the sake of which he was willing to
patch up peace with Athens.

At the first meeting of the Assembly Philocrates
proposed an alliance between Philip and Athens
and her allies, excluding by name the Phocians
and the Halians ; but Aeschines joined with Demo-
sthenes [14]in opposing this motion and in supporting
the prayer of the allies. If Demosthenes is right,
a resolution agreeable to that prayer would have
been carried there and then, had not Aeschines
intervened and procured an adjournment [144]. On
the following day Aeschines threw the allies over-
board (15, 16, 311), and supported the first proposal
of Philocrates, from which the excluding clause had
been artfully struck out. Aeschines, whose accounts
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of the second meeting contradict each other,
asserts that Demosthenes also changed sides;
Demosthenes, that he continued to support the
proposition of the allies [15]. Either of them may
have learned in the interval, from Philip’s envoys
then present at Athens, that Philip would never
make peace on the amended terms. The Macedonian
terms were then accepted, on the strength of a

verbal and unauthenticated assurance [321] that
Philip, though unwilling to offend the Thebans and
the Thessalians by making alliance with the Phocians,
would give the latter such treatment as Athens
desired. In this assurance lay the fatal deception
of which Philocrates had been convicted, and of
which Demosthenes — while acquitting the Mace-
donian envoys, Antipater and Parmenio [69]—
accuses Aeschines. He also blames Eubulus for
alarming the people by an exaggerated estimate
of the sacrifices which a renewal of the war would
entail [201]. In his eagerness to retaliate the
charge of philippism, Aeschines was absurd enough
to reproach Demosthenes with extending the
customary diplomatic courtesies to the Macedonian
ambassadors [235].

The peace was made and declared as between
Philip and the Athenians ‘* and their allies,”—an
undefined term, of which the interpretation was
sure to be disputed. Philip interpreted it to suit
his own purposes, and excluded from the benefits
of the peace not only the Phocians and the Halians,
but also Cersobleptes [174, 334], a Thracian potentate
who was bound to Athens by mutual obligations,
and whose independence was an obstacle to Philip’s
designs upon the Hellespont. Six days after adopt-
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ing the decree of Philocrates the Assembly met
again to give representatives of the several allied
cities an opportunity to swear to the peace in the
presence of the Macedonian ambassadors. It is
doubtful whether the oath was then tendered by
the envoys of Cersobleptes; if tendered and accepted,
it was afterwards disallowed by Philip. Of these
proceedings Demosthenes says nothing ; Aeschines
gives two accounts which contradict each other.
In any case it is unfair to fix upon Demosthenes
any responsibility for the exclusion of Cersobleptes,
on the ground that he happened to be in the chair
at this meeting ; for the consent of the Macedonians
was clearly a necessary condition. Philip, who
always acted while the Athenians were talking,
pursued his Thracian campaign, and, when he at
last met the second embassy, had already captured
Serrium, Doriscus, and other towns, and had taken
Cersobleptes prisoner at a place called the Sacred
Mount.

The same ten ambassadors were reappointed,
with a commission to return to Macedonia, accom-
panied by a representative of the allies, and there
obtain Philip’s oath to the peace, and swear in his
allies. It was desirable that they should start as
soon, and travel as rapidly, as possible, because,
until Philip had taken the oath, he held himself
at liberty to continue his operations against the
northern allies ; but Demosthenes alone of the Ten
recognized the 1mpnrtam,e of expedition.

Some preliminary knowledge of the sequence of
events here summarized is necessary for the under-
standing of the speech, for the many allusions made
to them by the orator are scattered and disorderly,
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and they are assumed to be within the recollection
of the jury. It is, however, unnecessary to add
here any account of the second embassy, because
Demosthenes gives a continuous narrative of its
proceedings, delays, and delinquencies, and of their
unhappy results [150-81; compare also the speech
On the Crown, 25-36]. Nor need we anticipate here
the orator’s account of the appointment of the
third embassy [121 ff.]—a story irrelevant to the
indictment, but adding some useful touches to the
portraiture of Aeschines as a designing and philippiz-
ing knave. The narrative is distinct and orderly,
as well as rhetorically effective; and Aeschines,
while disputing the inferences, does not contradict
it, except in minor details. It should, of course,
be read with the sort of caution with which we
commonly read history coloured by strong partisan-
ship. Whether it convicts Aeschines of treason and
corruption, or merely of levity and negligence, is
a question upon which the jury, after hearing the
evidence and the documents as well as the speeches,
were nearly equally divided, and which the modern
reader, if not himself both a historian and a partisan,
may feel himself incompetent to decide.

Prosecution for parapresbeia had not been frequent ;
but there was one example of the offence and of
its punishment of which Demosthenes repeatedly
reminds the jury [31, 1387, 191]. - In the year 367
(that is, four years after the Battle of Leuctra) the
Thebans had sent Pelopidas to Susa to persuade the
king of Persia to recognize their hegemony; and
Pelopidas had obtained from the king a rescript
in which the Athenians were ordered to recall their
fleet from active service, with a threat of Persian
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intervention, if they refused. The Athenian ambas-
sadors at Susa, Leon and Timagoras, having failed
to procure any modification of the rescript, returned
to Athens and reported. Leon immediately accused
Timagoras of refusing to associate with him, of
consorting and acting in collusion with Pelopidas,
and of accepting presents from the king. Timagoras
was found guilty, and condemned to death. (See
Grote, ch. Ixxix.) Demosthenes uses this leading
case as a precedent both for his own unusual action
in prosecuting a colleague, and for the severity with
which he invited the jury to punish the crime imputed
to Aeschines.

ANALYSIS OF THE SPEECH
I. Prologue . : . i : : 1-16
(1) Protest against intimidation
(1, 2]; (2) general statement of
the charges [3-8]; (8) the charge
of corruption proved by the defend-
ant’s.change of policy [9-16].

II. First Narrative: the story of the
making of the Peace of Philocrates,
proving the charge of deception . 17-66

I11. Amplification of the Charges . 67-149
(1) Comments enhancing the
gravity of the charges, and reply
to pleas of extenuation or evasion
(67-120]); (2) treachery proved by
Aeschines’ conduct on the appoint-
ment of the third embassy [121-
133]; (8) reply to the plea that a
conviction would be politically in-
expedient [134-149].
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IV. Second Narrative: the story of the
second embassy and its results . 150-181

Ending with a recapitulation of
charges [177-181].

V. Epilogue: miscellaneous pleas and
observations . : . . 182-340

(1) The plea that a man should
not be pumshed for words [182-187] ;
(2) reply to the reproach of accusing
a colleague [188-191] ; QS) anecdotes
illustrating Aeschines’ character
[192-200] ; (4) reply to the plea that
Demosthenes was a party to the
transactions in question [201-220];
(5) proof that the prosecutor was
disinterested [221-228]; (6) ethical
results of acquittal [220-238]; (7)
why Demosthenes entertained the
Macedonian envoys [234-236]; (8)
the defendant’s compurgators [237-
240]; (9) reminiscences of Aeschines’
prosecution of Timarchus [241-255 ;
285-287], interrupted by (10) a
digression on political degeneracy
and the good old times [256-284];
(11) furtherresults of the defendant’s
treachery, and proofs of his change
of policy [288-314]; (12) recapitula-
tion [815-831]; (18) Aeschines’
attempt to blame the general,
Chares [332-336]; (14) his eloquence
[887-340).

V1. Peroration ) , . i . 841-348
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The speech, though technically forensic, was com-
posed for political purposes—to bring discredit upon
a policy and a party, as well as to convict a culprit
of a definite offence. For this reason it is dis-
cursive, and often irrelevant to the indictment ; the
epilogue, in particular, is exceptionally long and
miscellaneous ; and the arrangement of topics may
seem disorderly. Yet the effect is cumulative ; for
each succeeding paragraph, though it may add
nothing to the proof of the defendant’s gui]t,
supplies new reason for a severe view of the
heinousness of his offence, and of the gravity of its
consequences. Demosthenes is striving, not merely
for a conviction, but for a heavy punishment; and
to that object, as well as to the political issue,
everything he says is relevant.

Tue Greexk TexT

The Greek text here printed is based on that of
Richard Shilleto (4th edition, Cambridge, 1874),—
a skilful revision made by a great master of Greek
idiom, and especially attractive to a translator,
because Shilleto, who had undertaken at once to
revise and to explain the text, always had an eye
to the meaning of the orator as well as to the com-
parative merits of the manuscripts. We have not
corrected his peculiar practme of writing avrdv
(rather than avrov), ete., ‘ whenever the word
refers either to the primary or secondary subject
of the sentence.”” We have, however, (a) corrected
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not a few misprints, (b)) mended the ut:»ri;h«;:»gra"ph.',lr
of a few words, and (¢) marked many elisions, in
deference to the custom of more recent editors.
Further, we have often substituted the reading of
the Paris manuscript S, in places where Shilleto
stands alone among modern editors (Bekker and
his successors) in rejecting that reading ; but we
have not taken that liberty where Shilleto’s annota-
tions show good reason against the S readings.
Footnotes are added where the reading given has
the authority neither of Shilleto nor of S.

The numbering of the sections is not Shilleto’s,
but that of modern editors, except that from § 91
to § 100 we have ventured to re-number, in order to
avoid the clumsy expedient of jumping from 103 to
109. The numbers in square brackets are those of
Reiske’s pages.
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ON THE EMBASSY

Citizens oF ATHENS, I do not doubt that you
are all pretty well aware that this trial has been the
centre of keen partisanship and active canvassing,
for you saw the people who were accosting and
annoying you just now at the casting of lots.* But
I have to make a request which ought to be granted
without asking, that you will all give less weight to
private entreaty or personal influence than to the
spirit of justice and to the oath which you severally
swore when you entered that box. You will reflect
that justice and the oath concern yourselves and
the commonwealth, whereas the importunity and
party spirit of advocates serve the end of those
private ambitions which you are convened by the
laws to thwart, not to encourage for the advantage
of evil-doers.

Now I observe that men who enter public life with
honest intentions, even after they have submitted
to scrutiny, do still acknowledge a perpetual responsi-
bility. But Aeschines, the defendant, reverses this
practice. Before coming into court to justify his
proceedings, he has put out of the way one of the
men who called him to account, and the others he is
constantly threatening. So he is trying to introduce
into politics a most dangerous and deplorable prac-
tice ; for if a man who has undertaken and adminis-
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tered any public function can get rid of accusers not
by his honesty but by the fear he inspires, the people
will soon lose all control of public affairs.

While I have entire confidence that I shall prove
that this man is guilty of serious delinquencies, and
that he deserves the most severe punishment, yet,
in spite of that assurance, I have a misgiving, which
I will explain to you quite frankly. It appears to
me, men of Athens, that the trials which come before
you are affected quite as much by the conditions of
the hour as by the facts; and I am afraid that the
long lapse of time since the embassy has inclined
you to forget or to acquiesce in these iniquities. 1
will, then, suggest a method by which you may
nevertheless reach a just conclusion and give a
righteous verdict to-day. By consideration among
yourselves, gentlemen, you should form a true con-
ception of what should be included in the vindication
which the state requires of any ambassador. He is
responsible then, in the first place, for the reports
he has made; secondly, for the advice he has
offered ; thirdly, for his observance of your instrue-
tions ; then there is the question of times and
opportunities ; and, to crown all, whether he has
done his business corruptly or with integrity. Why
are these the topics of inquiry ? Your conclusions
are derived from the ambassador’s reports: you
reach a right decision if they are true, a wrong
decision if they are false. The advice of ambassadors
you regard as the more trustworthy because it is
given by men who presumably understand their
own mission. No ambassador, then, ought ever to
be convicted of defective or mischievous counsels.
Thirdly, when he has been expressly instructed
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what to say and what to do by resolution of the
Assembly, it is his duty to conduct his business
according to such instructions. Very well; but
how does the question of time arise 7 Because, men
of Athens, in important transactions opportunities
are often short-lived : once wilfully surrendered and
betrayed to the enemy, they cannot be recovered,
do what you will. Next, as for the question of
bribery or no bribery, of course you are agreed that
it is a scandalous and abominable offence to accept
money for acts injurious to the commonwealth. The
author of the statute, however, made no such dis-
tinction ; he forbade the acceptance of rewards
absolutely, holding, as 1 suppose, that the man who
takes them and is thereby corrupted can no longer be
trusted by the state as a judge of sound policy. If,
then, I can establish by clear proofs that the reports
of the defendant, Aeschines, were entirely untruthful,
and that he prevented the Assembly from hearing
the truth Trom me’ that his counsels were totally
opposed to your true interests; that he disobeyed
all your instructions when on embassy ; that by his
waste of time many important opportunities were
lost to the city ; and finally that for all these delin-
quencies he, as well as Philocrates, accepted presents
and rewards; pronounce him guilty and exact a
penalty adequate to his crimes. But if I fail to prove
all these five charges, or any one of them, then call
me an impostor, and acquit him.

I have many further charges to add, such as must
excite universal abhorrence ; but, by way of preface,
I will first remind you of what doubtless most of you
remember,—of the party with which Aeschines at
first ranged himself in politics, and of the speeches
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which he thought fit to make in opposition to Philip.
In this way I hope to satisfy you that his early acts
and speeches supply abundant proof of his present
corruption. Aeschines, then, was the first man in
Athens, as he claimed at the time in a speech, to
perceive that Philip had designs against Greece, and
was corrupting some of the magnates of Arcadia. It
was he who, with Ischander, son of Neoptolemus, as
his understudy, addressed the Council, and addressed
the Assembly, on this subject, and persuaded them
to send ambassadors to all the Greek states to
convene a conference at Athens for the consideration
of war with Philip. It was he who afterwards, on
his return from Arcadia, gave a report of the fine
long orations which he said he had delivered as your
spokesman before the Ten Thousand at Megalo-
polis in reply to Philip’s champion Hieronymus, and
he made a long story of the enormous harm which
corrupt statesmen in the pay of Philip were doing
not only to their own countries but to the whole of
Greece. So on the strength of his policy at that
time, and of the sample he had exhibited of his
conduct, he was actually appointed as one of the
ambassadors when you were induced by Aristodemus,
Neoptolemus, Ctesiphon and others, who had brought
entirely misleading reports from Macedonia, to send
an embassy to negotiate peace with Philip. He was
chosen, not as one who would make traffic of your
interests, not as one who had any confidence in
Philip, but as one of the party that was to keep an
eye on the rest, for in view of his early speeches, and
of his known hostility to Philip, it was natural that
you should all have such an opinion of the man.
Then he came to me and proposed that we should
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act together on the embassy, being especially urgent
that we should jointly keep watch upon that infamous
scoundrel Philocrates. And until after our return
from the first embassy I at least, men of Athens, had
no suspicion that he was corrupt and had already
sold himself. For apart from the speeches which,
as | said, he had made on former occasions, he rose
at the first of the two assemblies at which you dis-
cussed terms of peace, and began with an exordium
which I believe I can repeat to you in the very words
he used : “* If Philocrates, men of Athens, had given
many days to studying how best he could thwart the
peace, I do not think he could have found a better
way than the present proposal. Such a peace as this
I for one will never advise the city to make, so long
as a single Athenian remains alwe, yet I do say
that we ought to make peace.”” In such terms he
spoke, concisely and with moderation. And then
on the next day, when the peace was to be ratified,
when I supported the resolutions of our allies, and
did what I could to secure fair and equitable terms,
and when the people sympathized with my purpose
and refused to hear a word from the contemptible
Philocrates, up jumped the very man who had made
the speech 1 have quoted in the hearing of all
of you only the day before, and addressed you in
support of Philocrates, using language for which, as
Heaven is my witness, he deserves to die many times
over. He told you that Fnu ought to forget the
achievements ﬂf your forefathers; that you should
not tolerate all that talk about old trophies and sea-
fights ; and that he would draft and enact a law
torbidding aid to any Greeks who had not previously

255



(346]

17

18

DEMOSTHENES

) - 4
vwyv duds Ponbeitv, 6s av uin mporepos Pefonlin-
- = : |
ks Opiv 7). kai Tabld o oxérAios kai avaidns
» -~ #
oUTos €rdApa Aéyew €dedTnriéTWY €TL TOV TpE-
A ¥ r n ¥ i - L ¥
ofewv kai akovovtwy, ovs amo T@v EApaw
pereméuacle mo Tovrov mewobévres, or’ ovmw
TETPAKWS aAVTOV ﬁu.
40 \ T I} + 3 » AB -~
v ueév odv Tpomov, @ avopes Abnvalot, yetpo-
TOVNOAVTWY VU@V €TTL TOUS OPKOUS AUTOV TTAAW TOUS
T€ YPOVOUS KATETPWE Kal T4 TPAYUATA TAVT €AV-
- Voo i ¥ 4
pnvaTo Tis mOAews, Kal 00aL TEPL TOUTWY €LLOL TTPOS
-~ 3 ! ! ! !
Totvrov améxbeiar ovvéBnoav Povdopévw kwAvew,
¥y F ¥ 3 F 3 ¥ ¥ \ ¥ L4 k)
abrik’ axovoealle. all’ emeldy maAw nkouev €k
Thjs mpeaPelas TavTns Ti)S €ML TOUS OPKOUS, 7)CTEP
elow at viv evfuval, ouTe pikpov ouTe u€y ovd
oty elpnuévor TOV oTe TNV elprvmy €motelobe
AexOévrwr kai mpoadornlevrwy, alla mavr’ e€¢-
nmaTnpevoL, kai TovTwy eérep’ adbs ad mempaydTwy
kai map’ avTé T0 Ymdiopa wmempeoPevkiTwy,
mpoofuev T Povldij. kai Tavri moMdoi guvicagw,
L3 # L4 A ) A f ]
0 wéMw Aéyew: 710 yap PBouvlevripiov pearov My
¥ -~ A 2 ¥ % r 2 - L 1
Ouwtdv. mapeAwy & €yw wmdvra Talnln mpos
v BovMy amyyyelda, kai karyyopnoa TovTwy,
kai avnplbunoauny dmo TAV mpdTwy €EAmBwy
» r T T K -~ LI i-A }8 b .
exeivwv wv o Kmmoubpdv kat o "Apiorddnuos any-
\ - A ] -~ o L] ¥
yethay mpos VuAs, kal weTa TalTa, OTE TNV €LPTIVNY
émoietalle, d olTos e€dnunyopnoe, kai €is a wpo-
- et f -~
nxaoct Ty woAw, KaL mepL T@v vmoloirwy (raidra
8’ v Quwkeis rat [1vAar) un mpoéabar avvefovAevoy,
L] L] b - ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ f ¥
pnde Tavra malbeiv, und avaprwuévovs eéAmiow €
256



DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 16-18

brought aid to you. This speech the shameless
reprobate found courage to make while the ambassa-
dors, whom you summoned from the Greek cities
at his own suggestion, before he had sold himself,
were standing at his elbow and listening to what he
said.

Well, you appointed him a second time, men of
Athens, as an envoy to receive the oath of ratification;
and I shall shortly have to tell you how he again
wasted time, mishandled all the affairs of the com-
monwealth, and repeatedly fell out with me in
regard to them when I tried to stand in his way.
However, by reason of the persistent misconduct of
these men, and their disobedience to instructions,
we came back from the embassy for the oaths—
that is the embassy which is the subject of the present
scrutiny—without having realized any single one,
great or small, of the advantages which were promised
or expected when you approved the peace,—with
nothing but deception and disappointment. Then
we repaired to the Council. There are many eye-
witnesses of what I am about to relate, for the
Council-house was thronged with spectators. I
came forward and reported the whole truth to the
Council. I denounced these men, and told the whole
story, point by point, beginning with those earlier
hopes created by the reports of Ctesiphon and
Aristodemus, going on to the more recent orations
of Aeschines at the approval of the peace, and showing
to what straits they had reduced the city. There
remained the question of the Phocians and Thermo-
pylae, and we must not-—such was my advice—
we must not repeat our experience, and throw them
overboard, and so, in reliance upon a succession of
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idle hopes and assurances, allow ourselves to fall into
the last extremity of disaster. I convinced the
Council ; but when the Assembly met, and we had
to address the whole body of citizens, Aeschines
took the first turn of all of us. And here I most
earnestly entreat you to verify my account by yow
own recollections ; for I am now relating transactions
which ultimately brought your affairs to complete
and final ruin. He utterly ignored the duty of giving
a report of the doings of the embassy. He never
mentioned the speeches made to the Council, or told
vou whether he disputed the truth of my statement.
But he made such a fine speech, so full of big promises,
that hecarried you all away with him. For hedeclared
that he had completely converted Philip to the
interests of Athens in respect of the Amphictyonic
question and of everything else. He went through
a long diatribe against the Thebans, which he said
he had addressed to Philip himself, recapitulating
the main points. He offered you a calculation that,
thanks to his diplomacy, without leaving your homes,
without any campaigning or worry, within two or
three days you would hear the news of the beleaguer-
ment of Thebes, independently of the rest of Boeotia,
of the repopulation of Thespiae and Plataea, and of
the recovery of Apollo’s treasure, not from the
Phocians, but from the Thebans, who had planned
the seizure of the temple. It was himself, he added,
who had instructed Philip that those who contrived
the project were quite as sacrilegious as the men
by whose hands it was executed; and therefore
the Thebans had set a price on his head! He had
even heard some Fuboeans, who were thoroughly
frightened by the friendship that had been cemented
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between Philip and Athens, utter these very words :
* Gentlemen of the Embassy, we know all about the
terms on which you have concluded peace with
Philip, and we are aware that you have given up
Amphipolis to him, and that he has agreed to hand
over Euboea to you.” He had also, he said, settled
another matter, but he thought it better not to
mention it just yet—some of his colleagues were
already so jealous of him. This was a veiled allusion
to Oropus. And so, in all the glory of these dis-
closures, with everybody regarding him as a grand
speaker and a marvellous man, he descended from
the tribune in his most majestic manner. Then I
rose, and said that the whole story was news to me.
I attempted to repeat the statement I had made to
the Council ; but Aeschines and Philocrates posted
themselves one on either side of me—shouting,
interrupting, and finally jeering. You were all
lg._u‘ghir_ug.; you would not listen to me, and you d_id
not want to believe anything except what Aeschines
had reported. And I must say that your feeling
was quite natural. For how could anyone, filled
with anticipation of those wonderful benefits, be
patient of a speaker who told you that you would
never get them, and even denounced the conduct
of the benefactors? At the moment, I imagine,
everything else was thrown into the shade by the
hopes and expectations that were suggested to you §
contradiction seemed to be mere annoyance and
malice ; and these great achievements were thought
amazingly fine and most beneficial to the common-
wealth.

Why have I begun by reviving these memories
and quoting those old speeches? My first and chief
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object, men of Athens, is that, when you hear me
relate some performance that seems to you atrocious
and incredible, no one may ask in surprise : * Then
why did you not speak out and give us this information
instantly 7’ but that, by recalling the assurances
by which on every occasion these men stopped others
from getting vour attention, and that magnificent
promise of Aesthines, you may realize that you have
to thank him for this crowning injury,—that you
were: precluded from learning the truth promptly
and at the proper time, being cheated by hﬂpﬂb
and impostures and vain assurances. That, I say, is
my first and main purpose in this narration. What is
my second purpose ? It is one of no less importance.
I want you to remind yourselves of that policy of
precaution and distrust of Philip which this man
deliberately chose when he was still unbribed, and to
compare the confidence and friendship that after-
wards sprang up so suddenly ; and then, if the fair
reports he laid before you have really proved true,
and if all the results have been fortunate, to admit
the view that that friendship was formed for truth’s
sake and in the best interests of the city ; but, if
the sequel has given the lie to all his predictions, if
it has involved the city in much dishonour and in
grievous perils, then be assured that his own sordid
greed has prompted this change of front, because he
has sold the truth for a bribe.

Having allowed myself to refer to those old
speeches, I wish to relate first of all how these men
took the business of the Phocians out of your hands.
Gentlemen of the jury, I hope that none of you will
regard my charges and accusations as too big for
the calibre of the defendant, ineasuring him against
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the magnitude of the transactions. Reflect rather
that, if any man soever, placed by you in the position
he filled, and trusted to deal with the occasions that
arose, had taken hire, and had sought to deceive and
mislead you as Aeschines did, he would have brought
about exactly the same disaster as Aeschines. For
though you often employ insignificant men for public
business, it does not follow that those affairs are
insignificant for which the rest of the world acknow-
ledges our competence. Assuredly not. Again, it
was Philip, of course, who really destroyed the
Phocians ; but these men co-operated. The question
on which you are to fix your minds is whether they
purposely wasted and threw away any chances that
came to the embassy of saving the Phocians. I do
not suggest that Aeschines destroyed the Phocians
all by himself. How could he ?

Give me the resolution which the Council adopted
on my report, and the evidence of the member who
moved it on that occasion. These documents will
satisfy you that I did not hold my peace then, to run
away from my actions now,—for I was laying my
complaint, and trying to forecast results, at the first
opportunity ; and also that the Council, not being
debarred from hearing the truth from me, did not
give these men either a vote of thanks, or an invita-
tion to the public dinner in the Town Hall. We are
told that these compliments had never before been
withheld from any ambassadors since the foundation
of Athens —not even from Timagoras,® whom the
Assembly condemned to death. These men, however,
had to go without them. Read first the deposition,
and then the resolution, to the jury.

@ See Introduction, pp. 241-2.
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 32-35

(The Deposition and the Resolution are read)

Here is no commendation, no invitation from the
Council to the ambassadors to dine in the Town
Hall. If Aeschines says that such a thing exists, let
him produce and exhibit it, and I will sit down. But
no; there is none. Now, if all the envoys acted
alike, the Council was right in thanking nobody,--
for we had all in very truth behaved scandalously
indeed. But if some acted rightly and others
wrongly, the well-conducted, it would seem, must
submit to a discourtesy provoked by those who had
played the rogue. How then can you find an easy
answer to the question, Who was the rogue ? Con-
sult your own recollections, and mark who denounced
the transactions at the outset. For it is clear that,
if the evil-doer could hold his peace, escape immediate
detection, and never afterwards allow himself to be
called to account, that was good enough for him ;
whereas the man with a good conscience bethought
himself that it would be very hard if by keeping
silence he should become a reputed accomplice in
scandalous and wicked actions. Well then, it was 1
who denounced these men from the outset, and none
of them denounced me.

Well, the Council adopted this resolution. When
the Assembly met, Philip was already at Thermo-
pylae. For that is the beginning of their misdeeds :
they had surrendered control to Philip ; and then,—
although the right course for you was, first to hear the
facts, next to decide, and finally to carry out your
decision,—you heard nothing until he was already
on the SPDE' and it was no easy matter to advise you
what to do. Further, no one read the resolution
to the Assembly, and the people never heard it.
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 85-88

However, Aeschines rose and delivered that oration
which I have already described, about the wonderful
advantages he had induced Philip to grant to you,
and the price set on his head by the Thebans in con-
sequence ; and so, although you were at first alarmed
at Philip's approach, and indignant that the ambas-
sadors had given you no warning, you became as
mild as lambs, expecting to get all that you desired,
and refused to hear a word from me or anyone else.
Then the letter from Philip was read. It had been
composed by Aeschines without our knowledge, and
was in fact a downright, explicit written defence of
the errors these men had committed. For it alleges
that Philip stopped them when they wanted to visit
the towns and receive the oaths, and that he detained
them in order that they might help him to reconcile
the Halians with the Pharsalians; Philip takes on
his own shoulders the burden of all their delin-
quencies : but of the Phocians and the Thespians,
and of all the promises reported to you by Aeschines,
—not a word! The job was not managed in this
fashion by mere accident. For derelictions of duty,
for which they ought to have been brought to justice,
and for their failure to do their work according to
your instructions, Philip takes all the blame. He
tells you it was his fault,—and of course you were
never likely to have any opportunity of punishing
him! On the other hand, all the matters in which
he was trying to cheat you and overreach you were
left for Aeschines to report by word of mouth, so that
you might never have it in your power to incriminate
Philip or throw any blame on him, as the assertions
were not to be found in the letter or in any other
direct communication of his. Read to the jury the
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 38-40

letter written by Aeschines and dispatched by Philip.
You will observe that it agrees exactly with my
description. Read.

(The Letter s read)

You hear the letter, men of Athens,—such a nice,
courteous letter! But about the Phocians, about the
Thebans, about everything that Aeschines reported
—not a scrape of the pen! There is nothing in it
that is honest, as you shall see at once. For he tells
you that he detained them that they might help him
to reconcile the Halians. Well, the reconciliation
of the Halians consisted in their being cast out of their
homes, and their country devastated. As for the
prisoners, this man, who wanted to know what he
could do to oblige you,declares that the idea of getting
them liberated never entered his head. You know
that evidence has already been given before the
Assembly,—and that evidence shall now be repeated,
—that I had started with a talent in my pocket for
their ransom ; and therefore, to rob me of a patriotic
act, Aeschines persuaded Philip to write these words.
Now for the most important point. The man who,
in the first letter, which we brought home, wrote
these words : ** I would write more explicitly of the
benefits I intend to confer on you, if 1 were certain
that the alliance will be made,”’—this man, now that
the alliance has been made, says that he does not
know how he can gratify you. Not know the very
thing he promised! Why, he must have known it,
unless he was hoodwinking us throughout. To
prove, however, that he did so write at that time,
please take and read the actual passage from the
first letter,—beginning here. Read.
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 41-48

(The Excerpt is read)

You see that, before he got his peace, he covenanted
that, if you should make alliance with him as well,
he would specify in writing the great benefits that
he would confer on Athens. But now that both
peace and alliance are concluded, he says that he
does not know what he can do to oblige you, but
that, if you will tell him, he will do anything ** that
is consistent with his own honour and reputation " —
taking refuge in this saving clause, and leaving
himself a loop-hole in case you make any proposal or
are induced to ask any favour,

All this chicanery, and much besides, might have
been instantly detected, and you might have been
informed and spared the sacrifice of your interests,
if you had not been cheated out of the truth by that
story of Thespiae and Plataea and the imminent
punishment of the Thebans. Yet if Philip’s promises
were merely for show, and if the city was to be
deluded, it was right to mention them; if, on the
other hand, they were really to be fulfilled, it was
best to say nothing about them. For if the project
was so far matured that the Thebans could gain
nothing by hearing of it, why has it not been exe-
cuted ? But if it has been thwarted because they
had news of it in time, who let the secret out?
Aeschines? Oh no; it was never meant to come
off, and he neither wanted it nor expected it; let
him be quit of the imputation of -blabbing! The
truth is that his purpose required that you should
be hoodwinked by that talk ; that you should refuse
to hear the truth from me and should stay at home ;
and that they should triumphantly carry a decree
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@ The clause excluding the Phocians from the benefit of
the peace had been rescinded by the Assembly (see § 159).
Aeschines and his friends were therefore acting ultra vires in
restoring the clause, when they administered the oath. Had
they been really convinced that Philip intended to spare the
Phocians, they would have retained the more general phrase,
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 43-46

ensuring the destruction of the Phocians. That is
why this tissue of lies was woven ; that is why it was
made the theme of a popular harangue.

Now when I heard him making all these fine
promises, and knew to a certainty that he was lying,—
but let me tell you why I knew. First, because,
when Philip was on the point of swearing the oath of
ratification, the Phocians were expressly excluded
from the treaty by these men; and that exclusion
should have been passed over in silence, if the
Phocians were to be delivered¢:; and secondly
because none of the ambassadors from Philip, nor
Philip’s own letter, but only Aeschines, mentioned
the promises. Sodrawing my conclusions, I rose and
presented myself, and made an attempt to reply.
When you refused me a hearing, I held my peace,
except that I protested—and I entreat that you will
recall this—that I had no knowledge of the promises,
nothing to do with them, and, I added, no faith in
them. At the words ™ no faith in them,” you became
exasperated ; and I proceeded: ™ If any of these
promises come true, men of Athens, be sure you give
thanks and honours and decorations to these gentle-
men ; but not to me. If, however, things turn out
otherwise, see that it is on them that you vent
your wrath. I stand aside.” ** Not now,” said
Aeschines, interrupting me, “do not stand aside
now; only do not put in your claim then.”
“ Agreed ; " said I, “ if I do, I shall be in the wrong.”
Then Philocrates rose, and said, in a very supercilious
manner : “‘ No wonder Demosthenes and I disagree,

‘““the Athenians and their allies.”” It is more probable that
Philip himself insisted on excluding the Phocians, and the
ambassadors were as powerless as the Roman senators before

Alaric,
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DE FALSA LEGATIONE, 46-50

men of Athens. He drinks water; I drink wine.”
And then you all laughed.

Now look at the decree, which Philocrates after-
wards drafted and handed to the clerk. It sounds
well enough to the ear; but if you will take into
account the occasion on which it was proposed, and
the promises which Aeschines was making at the
time, it will be clear that they were simply handing
over the Phocians to Philip and the Thebans—I
might almost say, with shackles on their wrists.
Read the decree.

(The Decrec is read)

You observe, men of Athens, how full the decree
is of compliments and fine phrases ; that it provides
that the peace, and also the alliance, made with
Philip shaﬁ be extended to his posterity ; and that
thanks are given to Philip for his promise of just
dealings. But it was not Philip who had made any
promises ; so far from promising he says that he
does not know what to do to oblige you. It was
Aeschines who was Philip’s spokesman and gave
undertakings. Then Philocrates, taking advantage
of your ready acceptance of Aeschines’ words, inserts
in the decree a clause providing that, if the Phocians
should not do what was right and give up the temple
to the Amphictyonic Council, the Athenian people
should send a force to coerce the recalcitrants. And
so, men of Athens, as you stayed at home instead of
taking the field, as the Lacedaemonians had dis-
cerned Philip’s treachery and withdrawn, and as no
members of the Council were on the spot except
the Thessalians and the Thebans, he really has pro-
posed, with the utmost civility, to hand the temple
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that Philip, whose aim was to keep the Athenians inactive,
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over to them. The wording is, “ to the Amphic-
tyons ; © but what Amphictyons 7 There were none
there except Thessalians and Thebans. He makes
no such proposal as that the Amphictyonic Council
should be convened, or that operations should be
suspended until it meets, or that Proxenus should
march against the Phocians, or that the Athenians
should take the field. Philip, however, did send you
two letters of summons. Yes, but not with the
intention that you should take the field. That is
certain ; otherwise he would not have destroyed
your opportunity of going out before he summoned
you, nor would he have detained me when I wanted
to sail home, nor ordered Aeschines to make state-
ments calculated to deter you from going out. No,
his object was that you, in the belief that he would
do all that you wanted, should make no decree pre-
judicial to him, and the Phocians might not stand
their ground and hold out in reliance upon hopes
afforded by you, but might make unconditional
surrender to him in sheer desperation. Read
Philip’s actual letters.

(The two Letters are read)

These letters, then, do summon you,—yes, indeed,
at last !¢ But if there had been any honesty in the
letters, it was clearly the duty of these men to exhort
you to take the field, and to propose that Proxenus,
whom they knew to be in those parts, should at once
march to the aid of Philip. Their actual policy was
very different. Naturally ; for they did not apply
their minds to the phrasing of the letter ; they were

deferred the invitation till it was too late for them to put a
force in the field, whether to support Philip or the Phocians.
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in the secret of the intention with which it was
written, and with that intention they concurred and
co-operated.

When therefore the Phocians learned your policy
from the proceedings of the Assembly, received the
decree of Philocrates, and were informed of the
report and promises of Aeschines, their ruin was
complete. Just consider. There were some men
in Phocis, sensible men, who had no confidence in
Philip. They were induced to trust him. Why?
Because they conceived that, though Philip had
deceived them ten times over, he would never have
dared to deceive Athenians and envoys of the
Athenian people, that the report of Aeschines was
true, and that destruction had overtaken not them-
selves but the Thebans. There were others who
were ready at all hazards to hold out to the end;
but even they were mollified by the persuasion that
Philip was their friend, and that, if they refused
compliance, you, from whom they were expecting
succour, would turn against them. A thirf party
supposed that you regretted your treaty of peace
with Philip ; but they were now informed that you
had actually decreed an extension of the treaty to
Philip’s descendants, and so they abandoned all
hope of your assistance. And that is why these men
packed all those provisions into one decree. In my
judgement they could not have done *}ruu a more
grievous injury. To turn their treaty of peace with
a mortal man, a mere potentate of occasion, into a
covenant of imrortal ignominy for the common-
wealth ; to strip their city of all she had, even of the
largess of her good fortune ; in the veriest extrava-
gance of malice to heap injuries not only on the
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Athenians of to-day but upon all who shall hereafter
be Athenians,—is not that an appalling iniquity ?
Never would you have consented to add to the treaty
by afterthought the words and to his posterity, but
for your confidence in the promises alleged by
Aeschines. In those promises the Phocians confided,
—and perished ! They surrendered themselves to
Philip ; of their own accord they put their cities at
his mercy ; and their treatment has exactly contra-
dicted all the assurances of Aeschines.

To give you the clearest proof that that destruction
was effected in this way by the contrivance of these
men, I will submit a reckoning of the dates of the
several transactions. If any of the defendants
challenges my calculation, let him stand up. and speak
in the timed allotted to me. Now the treaty was
made on the nineteenth of Elaphebolion, and we
were abroad receiving the oaths for three entire
months. During the whole of that time the Phocians
were safe. We returned from the oath-taking
embassy on the thirteenth of Scirophorion, when
Philip was already at Thermopylae and making
promises to the Phocians which they were not dis-
posed to believe. The proof of that is that otherwise
they would not have resorted to you. Then the
Assembly, at which these men brought the whole
business to ruin with their lies and cajolery, was held
on the sixteenth of Scirophorion. Now I calculate
that the news from Athens reached the Phocians
on the fourth day after that date, for there were
Phocian envoys in the city, and they were interested
in knowing what report these men would submit and
what decree you would adopt. Therefore the
twentieth was the day on which we reckon that the
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Phocians received the news, that is, the fourth day
after the sixteenth. Then followed the twenty-first,
twenty-second, twenty-third ; and on the twenty-
third the convention was made, and the fortunes of
Phocis perished and came to an end. How, then, is
this date proved? On the twenty-seventh, when
you were holding an assembly at Peiraeus to discuss
dockyard business, Dercylus arrived from Chaleis
with the intelligence that Philip had put the whole
affair into the hands of the Thebans, and he com-
puted that it was then the fourth day after the
convention. Twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five,
twenty-six, twenty-seven: that makes it the fourth
day. Therefore these dates, together with their
own reports and decrees, all convict these men of
having co-operated with Philip, and they share with
him the guilt of the destruction of the Phocians.
Again, the consideration that not a city of the
Phocians was taken forcibly, whether by blockade
or assault, and yet that they were all hrnught to
utter ruin under the convention, is a convincing
proof that they perished because they had been
persuaded through these men that Philip would
deliver them ; for about /Ais character they had no
illusions. an give me our treaty with the Phocians,
and the Amphictyonic decrees, under which they
dismantled their defences. These documents will
show you on what footing you stood with them, and
what treatment they have received by the fault of
these wicked men. Read.

(The Treaty ﬂf Friendship between the Athenians and
the Phocians is read)

These are the relations that subsisted between
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you and them—friendship, alliance, succour. Now
hear what they have suffered through the man who
thwarted the succour you owed them. Read.

(The Convention betnween Philip and the Phocians is read)

You hear it, men of Athens. A convention between
Philip and the Phocians, it says, not between the
Thebans and the Phocians, or the Thessalians and
the Phocians, or the Locrians, or any other of the
nationalities then present. Again, it says that the
Phocians are to surrender their cities to Philip, not
to the Thebans, or the Thessalians, or any other
people. Why ? Because you had been assured by
Aeschines that Philip had come to deliver the
Phocians. In Aeschines they had confidence; to
Aeschines they looked for aid ; with Aeschines they
were making their peace. Read the other documents.
Now you shall see to what sufferings they were
brought by that confidence. Does the story agree
with, does it in any way resemble, those reports of
Aeschines ! Read.

(The Decrees of the Amphictyonic Council are read)

Men of Athens, nothing more awful or more
momentous has befallen in Greece within living
memory, nor, as [ believe, in all the history of the
past. Yet through the agency of these men all
these great and terrible transactions have been
dominated by a single individual, though the city of
Athens is still in being, the city whose ancestral
prerogative it was to stand forth as the champion of
the Hellenic race, and declare that such things shall
not be. In what fashion these unhappy Phocians
have perished you may learn, not from the decrees
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alone, but from the deeds that have been wrought—
a spectacle, men of Athens, to move us to terror and
pity indeed ! Not long ago, when we were travelling
to Delphi, necessity compelled us to look upon that
scene—homesteads levelled with the ground, cities
stripped of their defensive walls, a countryside all
emptied of its young men; only women, art};w little
children, and old men stricken with misery. No
man could find words adequate to the woes that exist
Uinthat v::«:mntr{l to-day. And yet these are the people

e s E——

—you take the words out of my mouth>—these are
the people who in the day of our trial® openly cast
their vote against the Thebans, when the question
was the enslavement of us all! Then what vote,
what judgement, men of Athens, do you think that
our forefathers would give, if they could recover
consciousness, at the trial of the men who devised the
destruction of the Phocians ? I conceive that they
would account even those who should stone them to
death with their own hands to be free of all blood-
guiltiness. Ior is it not an ignominy—or use a
stronger word if such there be—that, by the fault of
these men, the people who saved us at that crisis, and
gave for us the verdict of deliverance, have received
evil in requital of good, and have been abandoned
to the endurance of afflictions such as no people of
the Greeks has ever known ? And who is the author
of those wrongs? Who is the contriver of that
deception ? Who but Aeschines ?

Men of Athens, Philip has many claims to
congratulation on his good fortune, but beyond
them all he might well be especially con-
gratulated for one thing, in which 1 solemnly
declare that I can name no man of our time who
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¢« Every meeting of the Assembly and of the Council
opened with a form of prayer, which included a curse on
the enemies of the state and was recited by the * marshal
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has been equally fortunate. Such achievements as
the capture of great cities and the subjugation of
a vast territory are, I suppose, enviable, as they are
undoubtedly imposing; yet we could mention
many other men who have done the like. But the
stroke of good fortune I have in mind is peculiar to
him and has befallen no other man. What is it?
It is that, when he needed scoundrels for his purposes,
he found bigger scoundrels than he wanted. For
surely that is a fair description of the men who
deceived you, hiring themselves out for lies which
Philip, in spite of the great interests at issue, did not
dare to tell on his own account, which he never wrote
in any letter or put into the mouth of ambassadors
of his own. Antipater and Parmenio, though they
were in the service of a hard taskmaster, and though
they were not likely to fall in with you again, never-
theless claimed exemption from serving as the agents
of your beguilement; and yet citizens of Athens,
the appointed envoys of the freest of all cities,
men who must needs encounter you and look you
in the face, who must live with you all the rest of
their life, who would have to render you a strict
account of their actions, accepted a commission to
beguile you! Could any men be more wicked or
more lost to all sense of shame ?

To show youthat thismanisalready accursed by you,
and that religion and piety forbid you to acquit one
who has been guilty of such falsehoods,—recite the
curse.® Take and read it from the statute : here it is.

(The Statutory Commination is read)

(xfpuvE) at the dictation of an under-clerk. The curse has
nowhere been preserved, but a parody will be found in
Aristoph. Thesm. 331 sqq.
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This imprecation, men of Athens, is pronounced,
as the law directs, by the marshal on your behalf at
every meeting of the Assembly, and again before
the Council at all their sessions. The defendant
cannot say that he is not familiar with it, for, when
acting as clerk to the Assembly and as an officer of
the Council, he used to dictate the statute to the
marshal. Would you not have acted absurdly and
preposterously if to-day, when the power is in gruur
own hands, you should preclude yourselves from
doing what you enjoin, or rather require, the gods
to do on your behalf; if you should yourselves
release a man whom you have implored them to
extirpate along with his household and his kindred ?
Never! Leave the undetected sinner to the justice
of the gods; but about the sinner whom you have
caught yourselves, lay no further injunctions on
them.

I am informed that he has become so proficient in
effrontery and hardihood that he will disavow all his
acts—his reports, his promises, his deceptions of
the city—as though he were not on trial before a
jury that knows the whole truth, and that he will de-
nounce first the Lacedaemonians, then the Phocians,
and then Hegesippus. That is buffoonery, nay,
barefaced impudence. Whatever he may say just
now about the Phocians or the Lacedaemonians or
Hegesippus,—that they did not receive Proxenus,
that they are irreligious, that they are—anything
he can say to their disadvantage,—surely all that was
finished and done with before the return of the
envovs to Athens, and therefore could not have
stood in the way of the deliverance of the Phocians.
Who says so? Why, Aeschines here, the defendant
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himself. For he did not allege in his report that,
but for the I.acedaemonians, but for their refusal to
receive Proxenus, but for Hegesippus, but for this
or that, the Phocians would have been delivered.
He passed over all that, and declared explicitly that
before his return he had persuaded Philip to deliver
the Phocians, to repopulate Boeotia, and to put the
whole business into your hands ; that it would all
be accomplished within two or three days, and that
in revenge the Thebans had set a price upon his head.

Do not, then, listen to anything that had been done
by Lacedaemonians or Phocians before he made his
report ; do not let him talk about it ; do nntpermlt’
him to denounce The Phocians and call them rascals

You saved—the Lacdedaemonians in old time, and
those accursed Euboeans lately, and many other
peoples, not because they were virtuous, but because
their safety profited Athens, as that of. the
Phocians would to-day. What transgression did the
Phocians or the Lacedaemonians or you or anyonc
else commit after Aeschines’ speech, that the
promises made by him to you then should not be
fulfilled ? Ask him that question. He can point
to none. For he made his lying report, you believed
it, the Phocians heard of it, surrendered, and perished,
all within a period of five days only. Hence it is
clearly evident that the ruin of the Phocians was
nothing but a concoction of dcceit and artifice.

For during the time when Philip was unable to
march by reason of the peace, but was already

laying his plans, he sent for the Lacedaemonians,
promising to do everything for them, so that the
Phocians might not, through your agency, secure their
help. But when he had reached Thermopylae, and
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when the Lacedaemonians, detecting the snare, had
withdrawn, he sent Aeschines as his agent in advance
for your deception, lest, when you discovered that
he was acting in the interest of the Thebans, he
should be involved once more in delays and fighting
and waste of time with the Phocians resisting him,
and you helping them. In this way he hoped to
obtain complete mastery without a struggle. And
so it fell out. Aeschines, then, must not escape
punishment for deceiving you, merely because Philip
deceived the Lacedaemonians and the Phocians.
That would be unjust indeed.

If as an offset to the Phocians and Thermopylae
and all our other losses he tells you that the city
still retains the Chersonese, I adjure you not to accept
that excuse. In addition to the wrongs he has done
you by his embassy, you must not suffer him by his
defence also to fasten upon the city the reproach
that, while stealthily securing some of your own
possessions, you made sacrifice of the safety of your
allies. You did no such thing. Peace was concluded ;
the Chersonese was secure ; and then for the four
ensuing months the Phocians were not imperilled,
until you were deceived, and the Phocians destroyed,
by this man’s mendacity. Moreover, you will find
that the Chersonese is in greater danger now than
then. When would it have been easier to punish
Philip for wrongful aggression upon that country—
before he forestalled us at Thermopylae, or to-day ?
Surely far easier then! What, then, does it profit
us that we still retain the Chersonese, if the man,
who would have invaded it if he could, is freed

from the apprehensions and perils that deterred
him ?
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I hear of another argument he will use : he will
wonder why his accuser is Demosthenes and not
one of the Phocians. I had better explain at once
how the matter stands. The best and most respect-
able of the expatriated Phocians, being exiled and
in distress, are living pEaceably, and none of them
would be willing to incur private animosity on
account of the misfortunes of the natiom, while
those " who might have done ‘anything for a fee find
that there is no one to pay it them. For I would
never pay a man a farthing to stand here by my
si _about his sufferings, since
truth and fact cry out loudly Engugh Nay more,
the ¢ cummnna]tv of the Phocians are in such an evil
and pitiable pllght that there is no question with
them of prosecuting at an Athenian scrutiny —
only of living like slaves in mortal terror of Thebans
and of Philip's mercenaries, who are billeted on
them after they have been disarmed and distributed
among villages. Do not allow this plea. No,
Aeschines must prove either that the Phocians are
not ruined, or that he did not promise that Philip
would protect them. These are the questions for
a scrutiny of an embassy : What has been accom-
plished ? What did you report? 1f the truth,—
go in peace ; if falsehood,—take your punishment.
What matter if the Phocians are not in court ? You
have played your part in reducing them to such
straits that they can neither help their friends nor
repel their enemies.

Morcover, apart from the discredit and infamy
attached to these transactions, it is easy to show
that they have involved the commonwealth in very

serious perils. You all know that the prowess of
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the Phocians, and their control of the pass of Ther-
mopylae, gave us security against the Thebans,
and ensured that neither Philip nor the Thebans
would invade either the Peloponnesus, or Euboea,
or Attica. But, overborne by the impostures and
falsehoods of these men, you have flung away the
security of position and circumstances which the
city enjoyed. That security was fortified by arms
and an unbroken front, by strongholds of our allies
and a broad territory ; and you have acquiesced in
its devastation. Your former expedition to Thermo-
pylae, made at a cost of more than two hundred
talents, if you include the private expenses of the
troops, has gone to waste; and so have all your
hopes respecting the Thebans. But of all the many
shameful services rendered by Aeschines to Philip,
let me mention the one that really implied the most
insolent disdain of the city and of you all. Philip
was resclved from the first to do for the Thebans
all that he has done, but Aeschines by the perversions
of his report revealed your repugnance, and so
intensified both your hostility and Philip’s friendli-
ness towards the Thebans. How could the man have
treated you more arrogantly ’

Now take and read the decrees of Diophantus
and of Callisthenes. They will show you how, when
you did your duty, you made it an occasion of
services of praise and thanksgiving, both at Athens
and abroad ; but when you had been led astray b}r

these men, you brought your wives and children in
from the country, and ordered the festival of Heracles
to be held within the walls, in time of peace. It
makes me wonder whether you will release unpunished
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a man who has deprived even the gods of immemorial
observances. Read the decree. :

(The Decree of Diophantus is read)

So you decreed at that time, men of Athens,
agreeably to your achievements. Now read the

next.

(The Decree of Callisthenes 1s read)

That is the decree you then made ; and you owe it
to these men. It was not with such expectations that
you either made the first draft of the peace and
alliance, or subsequently consented to add the words,
and to his posterity, but in the hope of marvellous
benefits through their agency. Yes, and since then
you all remember how many times you have been
agitated by news of Philip’s army and auxiliaries at
Porthmus or at Megara. True, he has not yet set foot
in Attica; but you must not look only at that and
abate your vigilance,—you must bear in mind that,
thanks to these men, he has it in his power to do so
whenever he chooses. You must keep that danger
before your eyes, and abhor and punish the author
and purveyor of that power.

No doubt Aeschines will eschew a direct reply to
the charges alleged, and in his desire to lead you as
far as possible away from the facts, he will dilate
on the great blessings that peace brings to the world,
and set against them the evils of war. He will
eulogize peace in general terms, and that will be
his defence. But all those considerations tell against
him. For, if peace, which brings blessings to others,
has brought so much vexation and bewilderment
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to you, what are we to say except that these men
with their bribe-taking have perverted to evil a
thing in itself excellent? What next? Perhaps
he will ask : *“ Do you not retain, and shall you not
retain through the peace, three hundred war-galleys
with stores and money for them ? ”

In reply to that, you have to reflect that Philip
also has greatly strengthened his position owing to
the peace, as regards his material resources in arms,
in territory, in revenues, which last have increased
largely. And so indeed have ours, to some extent.
But as to those other resources, of policy and of
alliance,—and it is by them that all nations hold
advantages for themselves or for stronger states—in
our case, bartered away by these men, they have
perished, or at least deteriorated : his are now formid-
able and far greater. It is surely unfair that, while
Philip, thanks to these men, enjoys extended alliances
and increased revenues, the advantages that we should
in any case have gained from the peace should be
reckoned by them as a set-off against those that
they have sold. For our gains are not a compensa-
tion for our losses; far from it! No; what we now
have would equally have been ours, and what we have
not would have been added to us, but for these men.

Speaking generally, men of Athens, you will
doubtless agree that, however many misfortunes
have befallen the city, if Aeschines had no hand in
them, they ought not to be visited upon him. On
the other hand, if the right policy has been taken
by others, it is not fair that their success should save
him. Take into account everything to which he
contributed ; requite him with gratitude, if he de-
serves it, with resentment, if his conduct provokes
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resentment. How then will you reach a right
conclusion ? Do not allow him to make a hotch-
potch of the faults of the generals, the war with
Philip, the blessings of peace; but consider one
thing at a time. For example, we were at war with
Philip. True. Does anyone blame Aeschines for
that? Does anyone wish to arraign him for the
events of the war? Not a single man. Then so
far he is acquitted ; he need not say a word. A
defendant should adduce witnesses and submit
proofs on the issues in dispute, not mislead the jury
by addressing his defence to points of agreement.
You are not to say anything about the war, Aeschines.
No one blames you for that. Afterwards certain
persons advised us to make peace; we took their
advice ; we sent ambassadors; and they brought
back to Athens envoys authorized to conclude peace.
Here again no one blames Aeschines. Does anyone
allege that he broached the question of peace?
Or that he acted wrongly when he brought the
delegates here ? Not a single man. Then about
the mere fact that the city made peace he need not
say a word ; for that he is not chargeable. Suppose
I am asked : “ What do you mean, sir? At what
point do you begin your accusations ? " I begin at
this point, men of Athens—at the time when you
were deliberating, not whether peace should or
should not be made—that question was already
decided—but what sort of peace. Then he contra-
dicted men who spoke hunestly, and he supported
the mover of a venal resolution, bElng himself bribed.
Afterwards, when appointed to receive the oaths of
ratification, he disobeyed every one of your instruc-
tions ; he brought to ruin allies of ours whose safety
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had never been imperilled in time of war; and he
told lies which both in quantity and quality exceed
all records of human mendacity before or since. At
the outset, until Philip got a hearing on the question
of peace, Ctesiphon and Aristodemus undertook the
first initiation of the imposture, but, when the busi-
ness was ripe for action, they passed it on to Philo-
crates and the defendant, who took it over, and
completed the enterprise of destruction. And now
that he is answerable for his misdeeds, and must
stand his trial, being as he is a knave, a scoundrel,
and—a government clerk,® he will conduct his defence
as if he were on trial for the peace, not to make
his justification broader than his indictment—that
would be folly—but because he can see in his own
acts nothing that is good, nothing that is not criminal,
while a defence of the peace, if it has no other merit,
will enable him to pose as a I'riend of Humanity.
Speaking of the peace, I fear, men of Athens, I
sadly fear that we are unconsciously enjoying it
like men ‘who borrow money at a high rate of
interest. For these men have betrayed the security
and guarantee of the peace — the Phocians and
Thermopylae. Anyhow, we have not to thank the
defendant for peace. What I am going to say is
strange, but quite true. If any man is really
pleased with the peace, let him be grateful to those
generals whom everyone denounces. For, had they
fought to your satisfaction, you would have scorned
the very name of peace. Peace, then, we owe to the

in the Civil Service, and subsequently became Clerk of the
Council and Assembly. This was an official of some dignity ;
he was appointed by popular election and enjoyed the privi-
lege of free maintenance in the Prytaneum or Town Hall.
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generals ; a perilous, insecure, and precarious peace
to these men and their venality. Put a stop, then,
to his eloquence about the _pEﬂMiE_ him
addrt »ss himself to his own ptrfﬂrmancw Aeschines
is not on trial for the peace ; the peace is discredited
through Aeschines. That is easily proved. Suppose
that the peace had been concluded, and that you
had not thereafter been deluded, and none of your
allies destroyed—what human being would the
peace have aggrieved? I mean, apart from the
consideration that it was not a glorious peace. For
that fault Aeschines is indeed partly to blame, as he
supported Philocrates. However, in the case sup-
posed, no incurable mischief would have been done.
As the case stands, he is answerable for a great deal.
Well, I suppose that you are satisfied that all this
ruin and mischief was shamefully and wickedly
perpetrated by these men. For my part, gentlemen
of the jury, I am so reluctant to play the informer in
these matters, or to ask you to do so, that, if we are
dealing with blunders due to stupidity or simplicity
or any other sort of ignorance, I acquit Aeschines,
and invite you to do the like. And yet ignorance
is_not a fair excuse in public life ; f}{;r no man is
required or compelled by you to handle pnhtlcs
When a man puts hlmSﬂ]f)'fﬂr“ -ard with a persuasion
of his own ability, you receive his advances, as kindly
and courteous people should, with gﬂﬂdwlll and
without jealousy ; you give hlm appointments and
entrust him with public business. If he succeeds,
he will be honoured, and so far will gain an advantage
over ordinary people ; but if he fails, shall he put
forward excuses and apologies? That would be
unfair. For it would be very poor consolation indeed
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to our ruined allies, or to their wives and children
and the rest, to be told that their sufferings were
due to stupidity on my part, not to say on his.
Nevertheless, I ask you to overlook even the scan-
dalous and outrageous misconduct of Aeschines, if
it is shown that he did all this mischief because he
was simple-minded or otherwise ignorant. But if
he maliciously accepted money and rewards, and
if that is clearly proved from the facts of the case,
put him to death if possible, or, failing that, make
him a living example to other malefactors. Now
consider the proof of these matters and its justice,
among yourselves.

Assuming that, when Aeschines made those
speeches about the Phocians and Thespiae and
Euboea, he had not sold himself, and was not wilfully
deceiving you, we are reduced to one of two supposi-
tions. Either he had taken an explicit promise
from Philip that he would do and perform certain
acts, or else, being spellbound and deluded by Philip’s
habitual courtesy, he honestly expected him to do
them. There is no third alternative. Now, on
either of those suppositions, he ought, of all men
in the world, to detest Philip. Why? Because,
thanks to Philip, he has fallen into the utmost danger
and ignominy. He has deceived you ; his reputation
isshattered ; heison his trial. Ifhe had been treated
as he deserves, he would have been impeached long
ago ; but, in fact, by your simplicity and placability,
he is only submitting to the usual scrutiny, and
has chosen his own time. Is there then any man in
that box who has ever heard the voice of Aeschines
denouncing Philip, or has known him to press home,
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or even mention, his grievance against Philip ? Not
a man! Every man in Athens is more ready than
he is to denounce Philip, even casual people, who have
suffered no personal wrong. I was expecting him, if
he had not sold himself, to make this speech : ** Men
of Athens, deal with me as you choose. I was
credulous ; I was deceived ; I made a blunder; 1
admit it. Beware of that man, men of Athens;
he is double-faced, a trickster, a scoundrel. See
how he has behaved to me ; see how he has made
me his dupe.” But no; I have never heard him
talk like that, nor have you. Why? Because he
was not cajoled and hoodwinked; he had sold
himself, and pocketed the money, before he made
his speech and betrayed us to Philip. To Philip he
has been a trusty and well-beloved hireling ; to you
a treacherous ambassador and a treacherous thlzen,
worthy of threefold destruction.

That is not the only proof that he was paid for
all that he said. The other day there came to you
some Thessalians, and envoys of Philip with them,
to ask you to vote for Philip’s admission to the
Amphictyonic Council. Who ought to have been
the very first to oppose them ? Aeschines. Why ?
Because Philip’s acts had falsified his report. For
he had told you that Philip would fortify Thespiae
and Plataea, would not dﬂstr{}v the Phocians, and
would put a stop to the aggressions of the Thebans ;
but Philip has made the Thebans dangerously strong,
he has exterminated the Phocians, and, instead of
fortifving Thespiae and Plataea, he has enslaved
Orchomenus and Coronea as well. Could contra-
diction go further? Yect Aeschines offered no
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opposition : he never opened his lips or made a
single objection. That was bad—but not bad
enough for him. He did what no other man in all
Athens did—he spoke in support of the envoys.
Even that miscreant Philocrates durst not go so far
as that—only this man Aeschines. When you
raised a clamour, and refused to hear him, he came
down from the tribune, exclaiming, in order to cut
a figure before Philip’s ambassadors—you cannot
have forgotten it :—** Plenty of shouters, but very
few fighters, when it comes to fighting ! "—being
himself, I suppose, such a marvellous fighter. O
heavens!

Here is another point: if we were unable to
prove that any one man among the ambassadors
received anything, or if that were not as clear as
daylight, we might have had recourse to torture ¢ or
the like. But when Philocrates not only confessed
his gains repeatedly in the Assembly, but paraded
them before your eyes, dealing in wheat, building
houses, boasting that he would go abroad even if
you did not appoint him, importing timber, changing
his gold openly at the bankers,—he assuredly cannot
deny that he has taken money, after that admission
and that display. Think then of a man, who had it
in his power to be counted among the innocent,
choosing to fall out with them and to be accused as
an adherent of Philocrates, merely to let Philocrates
make money, while he accepts only the discredit
and the peril! Could any human being be so sense-
less, or so unlucky? No, indeed. You will find
here, men of Athens, if you will only look at it in
the right way, a strong and sufficient proof that
Aeschines did take bribes.
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Now look at a recent, but most convincing, proof
that he sold himself to Philip. You know, I am sure,
that, not long ago, when Hypereides impeached
Philocrates, I rose and said that I was dissatisfied
with the impeachment in one respect : it implied
that all these grave misdemeanours had been com-
mitted by Philocrates alone, and not by any of the
other nine ambassadors. That, I remarked, was
impossible ; for by himself Philocrates would have
counted for nothing, if he had none of his colleagues
to act with him. “ I do not wish,” I said, “ either
to acquit or to accuse any man; I want the guilty
to be detected and the innocent cleared by plain
fact. Therefore let any man who chooses stand up
and come forward, and declare that he had no part
in Philocrates’ doings, and does not approve them.
Every man who does this,” I added, “ I acquit.”
No doubt you remember the incident. Well, no one
came forward or presented himself. The rest had
various excuses : one was not legally accountable;
another was not present ; a third had a brother-in-
law in Macedonia. Aeschines had no such excuse.
The truth is, he has sold himself once for all. Not
only has he taken hire for past actions, but it is
evident that, if he escapes now, he will henceforward,
as against you, be Philip’s man ; and so, for fear of
uttering a single word injurious to Philip, even when
vou acquit him he does not accept acquittal. He
prefers disrepute, prosecution, any punishment this
court may inflict rather than to do anything dls-
agreeable to Philip. But why this fellow-feeling
Why this concern for Philocrates? Though all hlS
acts on embassy had been consistent with honour
and sound policy, if Philocrates admitted, as he did
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¢ Demosthenes alludes to Aeschines’ former profession of
actor and also to some recent trial in which Aeschines had
been engaged (possibly the action against Timarchus: see
Introd. pp. 234-5), when, owing to congestion in the law
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admit, that he had taken bribes, an incorruptible
ambassador would have taken infinite pains to avoid
and disavow all association with him. Aeschines
has not done so. Is not that a plain argument, men
of Athens ? Does it not proclaim aloud that he has
taken bribes, and that from first to last he went
wrong for money’s sake,—mnot through stupidity,
or ignorance, or blundering ?

““What witness,” he will ask, ‘ testifies that I
have taken bribes?” A brilliant argument!
Facts, Aeschines, the most eredible of all witnesses.
You cannot find fault with facts, and say that they
are what they are in deference to somebody, or to
oblige somebody. They are what your treachery
and perversion have made them, and such they
appear on examination. But I have another witness
besides the facts. You shall this very moment give
evidence against yourself. Come here: stand up
and answer me !—Nothing to say? You cannot
plead inexperience. You, who take up a new
prosecution as easily as you study a new play, and
convict your man without witnesses and under a
time-limit,—vou must be an uncommonly clever
speaker ! @

Among the many flagrant misdeeds committed by
Aeschines, the singular baseness of which 1 think
you all appreciate, there is none more flagrant, in
my judgement, than the action I am about to relate,
none that will more palpably prove him to have
taken bribes and sold everything. When for the third
time you sent your ambassadors to Philip, for the
fulfilment of those magnificent expectations which

courts, the time allotted to each speaker was cut down to
a minimum. But the matter is obscure.
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@ A citizen appointed to any office could decline it, if he
took an oath before the Assembly that for reasons of health,
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Aeschines had guaranteed, you reappointed most
of the former envoys, including Aeschines and me.
I immediately declined the appointment on affidavit,?
and when certain persons were clamorous and insisted
that I should go, 1 declared that I would not leave
Athens ; but the nomination of Aeschines was still
valid. After the dispersal of the Assembly, the
envoys met and discussed which of them should be
left behind,? for the whole business was still in the
clouds, and thé future uncertain, and all sorfs_of
conferences and discussions were going on in the
market-place. They were afraid” that an extra-
ordinary_meeting of the Assembly might suddenly
be convened, and that then, "bﬁhﬁmg the truth
from me, you might adopt some acceptable resolution
in favour of the Phocians, and that so Philip might
lose control. One friendly resolution, one gleam of
hope, and the Phocians might have been saved.
If you had not fallen into the trap, it was impossible
—yes, impossible—for Philip to remain at Thermo-
pylae. There was no corn in the country, as the
war had prevented sowing; and the conveyance
of corn was impossible so long as your fleet was
there and commanded the sea. The Phocian cities
were numerous, and not easy of capture, unless by
protracted siege. Even if Philip had taken a city
a day, there were twenty-two of them. For all
these reasons they left Aeschines at home, fearing
that you might be undeceived and change your
policy. Now to decline an appointment on affidavit
with no reason alleged was a strange move and
very suspicious. ‘° What do you mean? Are you
declining the embassy? Are you not going to
Macedonia to realize all those grand benefits which
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