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PREFATORY NOTE 

THE task of translating Dio Chrysostom for the 
Loeb Library was undertaken by Professor William E. 
Waters of New York University, but ill health 
followed by his death prevented him from com-

pleting the work. In preparing the version found 
in this volume the present translator made use 
wherever possible of the rough drafts left by 

Professor Waters. The Greek text is based upon 

the critical editions of von Arnim and of de Bud e. 

vii 



INTRODUCTION 
D10's LIFE 

Dro CoccEIANUS CHavsosToMus, a relative of Dio 
Cassius the historian, was born of well-to-do parents 
in the city of Prusa in Bithynia about A.D. 40 and 
died about 120. From his father Pasicrates, who 
owing to his services to the city was given high 
honours after his death, Dio and his brothers in-
herited a large estate which consisted of pasture 
land, vineyards, houses in the city, and other landed 
property. But his father had lived beyond his means 
and in addition spent large sums upon the city, so 
that his estate was heavily encumbered and it took 
Dio a number of years to pay off his share of the 
debt. No doubt Dio received a good education in 
the subjects then taught, and one of these would 
be the art of public speaking. In this he showed 
great ability, and no doubt delivered some of his 
lighter speeches such as the Praise of a Gnat to his 
admiring townsmen. Occasionally he appeared in 
court in behalf of friends. Then later he began to 
travel, and in the reign of Vespasian he reached 
Rome. 

At this period of his life Dio was a sophist 1 and 
opposed to the philosophers. Against one of them 
in particular, the Stoic Musonius, he seems to have 
directed his polemics, but finally he was converted 
by him and became one of the company of Stoics 

1 See page ix. 
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in Rome. In the reign of Domitian, however, this 
period of his life came somewhat abruptly to an 
end. He had been too frank in his criticism of 
the Emperor and had been intimate with a Roman 
in high position who was executed on some charge 
or other. For these reasons Dio was banished from 
Rome and Italy and also from his native Bithynia, 
probably in the year 82. Now he could no longer 
depend upon his property in Prusa for support a;nd, 
whether he wished it or not, had to make a practical 
test of the tenets of the Cynics and lead the simple 
life. Wearing but a threadbare cloak he wandered 
penniless from place to place, as a rule avoiding the 
large cities. To procure sustenance he was forced 
at times to do the humblest manual labour, and the 
hardships then endured injured his health. In the 
course of these wanderings he reached Borysthenes, 
a flourishing colony of Miletus north of the Black 
Sea and not far from the modern Odessa. He pene-
trated also to Viminacium, a Roman permanent camp 
on the Danube, and lived among the savage Getae, 
whose history he wrote. 

On the death of Domitian in 96, Dio's exile came 
to an end, and in the summer of the next year he 
delivered an oration before the Greeks assembled at 
Olympia. Then he came to Rome and was. kindly 
received by the new Emperor N erva. Dw took 
advantarre of this to ask for some favours in behalf 
of his town, but was prevented by illness 
from being wholly successful. He returned, how-
ever, to Prusa with the news of such favours as 
had been granted and then headed an embassy 
sent by the citizens to express their thanks to the 
Emperor. This embassy, however, found Nerva 
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dead and Trajan Emperor in his stead. Upon him 
Dio made a good impression and a deep friendship 
was formed between the two men. Dio was with 
the Emperor before he set out on his Dacian cam-
paign, and met Trajan on his triumphant return in 
102, when he was received with high marks of 
favour. After this Dio travelled to Alexandria and 
other places, returning to his native Prusa towards 
the end of the year or the beginning of the next. 
At home Dio undertook to carry out some plans for 
beautifying the city at great cost to himself, but 
became involved in a lawsuit in connection with the 
demolishing of some buildings to make room for new 
structures and had to plead his case before the 
imperial legate, C. Plinius Secundus, in the year 
111-112. This is the last we hear of Dio. His wife 
and a son predeceased him. 

When Dio returned from exile, he had put from 
him the ideal of the sophists of his time/ who 
believed that eloquence in and of itself was the 
highest thing, and he had reached settled convictions 
as a moralizing philosopher from which he never 
departed. He was not an original thinker, but drew 
his philosophy from Plato, the Stoics and Cynics, 
and he felt it to be his life-work to proclaim these 
teachings to all, high and low, prince and peasant, 
and to arouse the national feeling of the Greeks by 
reminding them of their glorious past. By informal 

1 In the first century of our era Rhetoric began to displace 
Philosophy in esteem, and by the time of Hadrian this move-
ment, which is called the New or Second Sophistic, reached 
its height. Its adherents believed that the orator, and not 
the philosopher, represented the highest type of man, and 
that the content of the oration did not matter so much as did 
the rhetorical skill shown by the speaker. 

xi 
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addresses to small groups and by set addresses to 
larger assemblies he reproved people for their faults 
and sought to show them the better way much like 
a modern preacher. 

His style is simple, graceful, and noble. He took 
as his models Plato, Demosthenes, Xenophon, and 
Antisthenes, but did not get altogether free from 
ordinary Hellenistic 

Dw's WoRKS 

Eighty discourses credited to Dio have come 
down to us, but the thirty-seventh (The Corinthian) 
and the sixty-fourth (the second declamation On 
Fortune) are now assigned to his pupil Favorinus. 
The others, with the exception of the eighteenth, 
which is a letter to a high official, perhaps N erva, 
as to what authors to read, are either speeches or 
essays of varying character and purpose, which may 
be divided into three classes-sophistic, political, 
and moral. Of a purely sophistic nature, in my 
opmwn, is the eleventh discourse, in which Dio 
attempts to prove that Troy was not captured by 
the . Of a similar nature was his Eulogy 
of Hazr, whiCh has been preserved in full by 
Synesius, who wrote in reply a Praise of Baldness; 
and of the same character too, no doubt, were his 
Eulogy of a Parrot and his Praise of a Gnat. The 
latter three undoubtedly belong to his earlier years; 
about the other opinions may differ. 

The political discourses belong chiefly to Dio's 
mature years, and the most important ones were 
written after his return from exile. They deal with 
the affairs of Bithynia, the quarrels between his 
fellow-citizens, and the rivalry of interests between 
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Prusa and the neighbouring towns of Nicaea and 
Nicomedia. Of such a type, for example, is the 
forty-seventh. These speeches are of great interest 
to the historian because they give him information 
about the. state of Asia Minor at this period. 

The third class, the moral discourses, belong to 
the last period of Dio's life and are the best of all. 
In them Dio gave rein to his true bent, which was 
to enforce moral teachings. In them he showed 
whatever originality he possessed. 

One letter of Dio's has already been mentioned. 
In fi:'e others are printed by Hercher in his 
Epzstolographza Graeca, of which the first two may 
be genuine. 

Dio also wrote philosophical and historical works, 
none of which is extant. Of the former sort were 
the following : Whether the Universe is Perishable 
(d cpfJapTa> o K6ap.os), A Eulogy of Heracles and Plato 
(iyKwp.wv 'HpaK.\.lov<; Kat IIMT<uvos), and To Plato in 
Difence of Homer (tnrf:p 7rpos IIMTwva) in 
four. books. !o these perhaps should be added 

the Phzlosophers (KaTa Twv cp(Aofl"6cpwv} and To 
Musonzus (7rpos Movfl"wvwv), works written before Dio 
was converted to philosophy by Musonius. Of 
historical works he wrote On Alexander's Virtues 

TWV ap€Twv} in eight books and a 
?f the .Getae (-ra r€T.(Ka), which was probably 

written Immediately after his return from exile. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

The following are the chief manuscripts of Dio: 

U-Urbinas 124, 11th century. 
B-Parisinus 2958, 14th century. 

xiii 
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V-Vaticanus graec. 99, 11th century. 
M-Meermannianus 67, of Leyden, Holland, 16th 

century. 
P-Palatinus graec. 117, 14th and 15th centuries. 
H-Vaticanus graec. 91, 13th century. 
MI-The part of the Meermannian MS. which 

belongs to the third class of MSS. 
P2-The other copy of the 65th oration which is 

found in P. 
E-Laurentianus 81, 2, 14th century. 
T-Marcianus 421, 15th century. 
Y-Marcianus 422, 15th century. 
C-Parisinus 3009, 16th century. 
I-Parisinus 2924, 15th and 16th centuries. 
W-Vindobonensis philos. graec. 168. 

As late as the third century Dio's orations were 
in circulation in single rolls. Our MSS. depend 
upon an edition of all his orations in rolls. A_ccord-
ing to the arrangement of these rolls the MSS. are 
divided into three classes. The first class has them 
in the order in which Photius read them, the second 
class in the order in which they appear in this 
edition, while the third class contains only part of 
them in a different order. 

Von Arnim holds that UB of the first class and 
VM of the second class are more closely related to 
one another than to PH of the third class, while 
Sonny, on the other hand, thinks that the second 
and third classes are closely related and widely 
separated from the first one, and that the readings 
of the third class which Arnim considered early and 
true were interpolated by a clever scribe. 
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DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

THE FIRST DISCOURSE ON 
KINGSHIP 

THE first. Discourse as well as the following three has for 
its subject Kingship, and from internal evidence is thought 
to have been first delivered before Tra.ja.n in Rome immedi-
ately after ht> became emperor. At any rate Dio does not 
address the Emperor in those terms of intimacy that he uses 
in the third Discourse. 

Dio's conception of the true king is influenced greatly by 
Homer and Plato. The true king fears the gods and watches 
over his subjects even as Zeus, the supreme god, watches over 
all mankind. At the end is a. description of the choice made 
by Hera.cles, who is the great model of the Cynics. 



1. IIEPI A 

1 '1TOTE 'AA.Egavoprp Tip TOv aiJA.'YJ-
Tnv Tt}L08f!OV TO 7TpWTOV E7Tt0ftKVVf.L€VOV aiJA.ij<J"at 
KaTa TOv EKElvou Tporrov p,aA.a f.JLrrelpwc; Kat 
f.LOU<J"tKW<;, oiJ f.LaA.aKOV aiJA.?]JLa o?Jo€ 
f.LEvov o?Jo€ Twv 1rpoc; live<J"w Kat paBv}Llav , , '"'"'\, , , .,. , ,, e , , 
wyovTwv, a"'"' avTov ot}Lat TOV op wv TOV T'YJ<; 

2 'ABnvlis f.rrtKaA.ovp,evov VOf.LOV. Kat TOv 'AA.f.-
EUBuc; avaTr'Y}Oij<J"at 7Tpoc; Td 5-rrA.a TOt> 

€vBeotc; op,o£wc;· oihw <1"rpoopa f.rrapBijvat aiJrov 
v-rro TOV f.LEA.ovc; Tijc; f.LOV<J"tKijc; Kat TOV pvBf.Lov 
Tijc; TO o€ TOVTOU al'Ttov o?Jx ofhwc; 
Tijc; f.LOV<J"tKijc; OVVa}Lt<; we; TOV {ja<J"tA.f.wc; oufvota 

3 <J"VVTovoc; ov<J"a Kat f.rrel. Iapoava-
7TaA.A.ov ofJK &v 7rOTe 7/'Yetpev EK Tau BaA.af.Lov 
Kat -rrapa TWV "fV!JatKWV oiJx o-rrwc; Ttp,oBEOc; 
&A.A.or; ne; TWV V€WTEpwv, aA.A.' o?Jo€ Map<J"uac; 
afJTO<; "0A.Uf.L7TO<;' OotCe'i o' lf.LOL"f€ f.L'YJOE Tijc; 
'AB ' "' ' '=' 1: ' ' ' ' 'I}VU<;, €£ vvvaTOV, Ot€c:,tOU<1"7]<; TOV aVT1]<; VOf.LOV 
c'ita<J"Ba£ '1TOT' ltv 1 5-rrA.wv EKe'ivoc;, 7roA.v o' ltv 

1 TroT' &.v Gasda ; 'li'OTe. 

1 He played at Alexander's wedding. See Athenaeus 
12. 54. 538. 

2 A king of Assyria whose name became proverbial as a 
type of effeminacy and luxury. 

3 Mythical Phrygian peasant, or satyr, who played the 
2 

DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

THE FIRST DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

THE story goes that when the flute-player 
Timotheus 1 gave his first exhibition before King 
Alexander, he showed great musical skill in adapting 
his playing to the king's character by selecting a 
piece that was not languishing or slow nor of the 
kind that would cause relaxation or listlessness, but 
rather, I fancy, the ringing strain which bears 
Athena's name and none other. They say, too, that 
Alexander at once bounded to his feet and ran for 
his arms like one possessed, such was the exaltation 
produced in him by the tones of the music and the 
rhythmic beat of the rendering. The reason why he 
was so affected was not so much the power of the 
music as the temperament of the king, which was 
high-strung and passionate. Sardanapallus,2 for 
example, would never have been aroused to leave 
his chamber and the company of his women even by 
Marsyas a himself or by Olympus,4 much less by 
Timotheus or any other of the later artists ; nay, I 
believe that had even Athena herself-were such a 
thing possible-performed for him her own measure, 
that king would never have laid hand to arms, but 
would have been much more likely to leap up and 

flute so well that he was emboldened to challenge Apollo to 
a musical contest. 

' Mythical Greek musician associated with Marsyas. 

3 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

I > I e > <I 'TI'pon:pov opx1Juau at avauTar; 'YJ 't'vryew· ovTrur; 
'8" I 't t \ '1: f \ a "''oor; etxev U'TI'O er;;ouutar; TPV't'1Jr;. 

4 Oinwvv euT£ xelpour; ltvopor; 
abA.'T}Tov ryeveuBat TO gpryov, f.L'TJOE 
I,TTOV avope£ovr; f.LE"faAocppovar; eupe'iv AO"fOV<; 

5 TWV 1Cpoup.dTOOV, o€ Gva TPO'TI'OV 
aA.A.a Tovr; avTOV<; ucpoopovr; TE 

ICat 'TI'OAEfotiCOV<; ap.a ICat elp'T}VtiCOV<; ICat 
VOt.dp.our; 7r{3 lJvn fJautA£1COvr;, aTe olp.at 'TI'pOr; 
avope'iov fJouA.op.EVOV elva£ VOfolfoOV 
'TI'OAAOV p.ev oeop.evov Bdpuovr;, OE 

6 emetiCelar;. 0 ryovv Ttp.oBeor;, el ICaBd'TI'ep 71'0Ae-
fo£1COV nva OteA.Be'iv tioet vop.ov, oihoor; 
aiJA.'T}p.a OtiCalav cppovtp.ov ICat urorppova 

ICat cptA.av8poo7l'OV ovvdp.evov 'TI'apau'){,e'iv, 
. 'TI'por; lJ'TI'A.a opp.wuav p.ovov, clA.A.a e7Tt 7e 

op.ovotav Bewv Ttp.ar; 
' B , , ,.,. ' • .. "t: av poo'TI'oov E7Ttp.e"'etav, TOV 'TI'avTor; av 'TJV ar;;tor; 
'A" 1: ' t' ' ' • " • e ' "'er;;avoprp 7rapewat TE ICat e7rav"'ew, ou vov7t 

7 p.ovov, clxA.a ICat 11XA.oor;, 071'07€" 'TI'EVBwv 
I \ ) t:' \ \ I f,. "\ I,.. TVXO£ 'TI'apa T1JV ar;;tav ICai 70 7l'pe7rov 'YJ ICo"'a.,oov 

7Tt1Cp07epov TOV vop.ip.ou e7Tt€tiCOV<; xaA.e-
. I .. • A..,.,. I • ' • 

'TI'atvrov 7otr; av7ov 'f''"'otr; 7E ICat eTatpotr; 1J 
U7Tepopwv TOUr; BV1J70V<; TE ICat aA.'T}Be'ir; ryovear;. 

8 aA.A.a ryap ov 'TI'iiuav fautv ovo€ rucpeA.etav 

1 When Alexander's friend Hephaestion died, he had the 
physician crucified and the battlements taken away from the 
cities round about. 

2 A reference to the destruction of Thebe when it 
revolted. 

8 In a drunken quarrel Alexander slew his friend Cleitus, 
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dance a fling or else take to his heels ; to so depraved 
a condition had unlimited power and indulgence 
brought him. 

In like manner it may fairly be demanded of me 
that I should show myself as skilful in my province 
as a master flautist may be in his, and that I should 
find words which shall be no whit less potent than 
his notes to inspire courage and high-mindedness-
words, moreover, not set to a single mood but at once 
vigorous and gentle, challenging to war yet also 
speaking of peace, obedience to law, and true kingli-
ness, inasmuch as they are addressed to one who 
is disposed, methinks, to be not only a brave but 
also a law-abiding ruler, one who needs not only high 
courage but high sense of right also. If, for instance, 
the skill which Timotheus possessed in performing a 
warlike strain had been matched by the knowledge 
of such a composition as could make the soul just and 
prudent and temperate and humane, and could arouse 
a man not merely to take up arms but also to follow 
peace and concord, to honour the gods and to have 
consideration for men, it would have been a priceless 
boon to Alexander to have that man live with him 
as a companion, and to play for him, not only when 
he sacrificed but at other times also : when, for 
example, he would give way to unreasoning grief 
regardless of propriety and decorum,! or would 
punish more severely than custom or fairness 
allowed,2 or would rage fiercely at his own friends 
and comrades 3 or disdain his mortal and real 
parents.' But unfortunately, skill and proficiency 

' The story, supported by his mother Olympias, was 
current that the god Ammon, and not Philip, was his father. 
See also Dmourse 4. 19. Consequently he despised Philip. 

5 
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oA./)fc'ATJpov 7rapaaxe'iv 
, ' ' ffl: .. \ ... E'TT'UTTTJJL'YJ Tl! /Cat OV ryap OVJJ, 

1j P,OVUliCTJ<; 
<fJTJUtV 0 

ovo' ToiiTo ry' 
oe 0 TWV <flpovtp.(J)V TE tcal. uo<flwv 

olot rye'Yovautv oi 7ro'AA.ol. rwv 7rporepov, 
tcal .fJ'Yep.?.Jv !Cat tcal 

'TT'auav 7rapap.v8ov-
TE !Cal /J,'Y(J)V fJLJL£ 

T, ... .. , ' 'f:' A. , Q\ av ovv 7rpe7rovua tcat a5ta -ravet'YJ ottLTplfJTJ 
T ;,._ 7rpo8vp.[a<;, tcal. 7rofJev eilpotp.ev .f]p.e'ir; 

,.,. " .,. , , .... ' , ' TEAI!tOV OVT(J) 1\.0'YOV, avopE<; ai\.'Y}Tat tcat avTOVP'YOL 
A.' , , , " , e T1J<; uo-rta<;, re tcat ouov vvvap.e a 

I \ "\ "\ I \ t' \ .. I Ta 'TT'OI\.1\.a, VE av 7rapa-
eve!Cev <fJOery'Yop.evot 

,., .,. ' I \ ' ' " ' 'f(J)JJ ai\.1\.WV aet TOV EVTV'YXaVOVTa ; (J)U'TT'Ep Ot 
!Cat ovtc eiJ<flopov 

<fJBeryryovra£ re tcal. .f]uvxfl ro 
7rapap.vfJovp.evot, ipryarat oviC cJoo£ nve<; 

, I:'\ , "\ .,. .,. ' ' ' .. ' 10 OVOE 'TT'OtTJTat f.LEI\.WV, 'TT'OI\.1\.0£ P,EJJ OVV ICaTa 

11 

<fJt'Aouo<fllav 'Ao'Yot tcal. 11Etot tcal. 
ro<fle'Aetav 

cl'A'Ad. oe'i, TOV TE tcal. p.a'AtUTa 
chfrop.evov IIet8w TE 

tcal. 'A7rOAA(J)JJa ovvaTOV 
OteA.fJe'iv. 

<l>epe er'TT'Wf.LEV Tdo Tl! !Cal Ota8eutv TOV 
XPTJUTov €v #paxe'i . , 

eveunv, 
1 1eal after Avevp&V'ras deleted by Capps. 

1 Megara, 432 (Bergk-.C!llsius). Asclepius 
(T atm Aesculapms) Will! the god of medicme and healing. 
6 
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in music cannot provide perfect healing and complete 
relief for defect of character. No indeed ! To 
quote the poet : 

"E'en to Asclepius' sons granted not god this 
boon." 1 

Nay, it is only the spoken word of the wise and 
prudent, such as were most men of earlier times,· that 
can prove a competent and perfect guide and. helper 
of a man endowed with a tractable and virtuous 
nature, and can lead it toward all excellence by 
fitting encouragement and direction. 

What subject, then, will clearly be appropriate 
and worthy of a man of your earnestness, and 
where shall I find words so nearly perfect, mere 
wanderer that I am and self-taught philosopher, 
who find what happiness I can in toil and labour for 
the most part and employ eloquence only for the 
encouragement of myself and such others as I meet 
from time to time? My case is like that of men 
who in moving or shifting a heavy load beguile their 
labour by softly chanting or singing a tune-mere 
toilers that they are and not bards or poets of song. 
Many, however, are the themes of philosophy, and 
all are worth hearing and marvellously profitable for 
any who listen with more than casual attention; 
but since we have found as our hearer one who is near 
at hand and ready eagerly to grasp our words, we 
must summon to our aid Persuasion, the Muses, 
and Apollo, and pursue our task with the greatest 
possible devotion. 

Let me state, then, what are the characteristics 
and disposition of the ideal king, summarizing them 
as briefly as possible-the king 

7 
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p eOWK€ Kpovov 71"at<; dryKVAOJL+rew 
' , B' " Q .,. , G'K1]71"7pov T 7]0€ EjtlG'Ta<;, LVa G''t'£G'£ t-JOV"'EVTJG'IV. 

12 71"avv ryap ovv KaXwr; uvv liXXotr; 71"Xeioutv "OJL7Jpor;, 
ejtOt OOK€tV, TOVTO ecp7J, W<; ovx lhavTa<; 71"apa 
TOV exovTa<; TO (]'K1J7TTpov ovo€ 
TaVT7]V, d:X.Xa JLOVOV<; TOV<; dryaBovr;, ovo' e7T' 
CiXXot<; nut DtKaiot<; f] Tfj> $ovXeveuBat Kal 

u1rep Twv dpxof:1-evwv, ovx wuTe 
13 dKOAaG'Taivetv Kat G'71"a8av, avo{a<; Kat f5{1pew<; 

\ C' rf.t. I \ I ' I ' "'\. 1 Kat V71"€P7J't'avta<; Kat 71"UG'7]<; aVOJLta<; EfL71"tfL71""'a-
' \ , "'\ I 1 t: t/ C' "" f:1-€VOV T€ Kat a7T071"lf:l-71""'aVTa Es a7TaVTO<; aUTOU 

Tryv tvxhv T€Tapary}LEV'Y}V oprya'i<; T€ Kat AV7Ta£<; 
Ka£ cpo/3ot<; Kat Kal 71"aVTOiat<; e7Tt8uf:1-iat<;, 
a71.X' W<; o!ov T€ 7rpouexovTa TOV vovv aunp Kal 

"' t I I \ I "' " "" TO£<; V7T1]KOO£<;, VOJLEa Kat 71"0lfL€Va T(fJ OVTl TWV 
7\awv rytryvo11-evov, ovx €unaTopa Kat oatTVJLO!Ja, 
W<; ecp'Y} T£<;, aA.A.' olov ovo€ KaBevoew aUTOV 
agtoiiv ot' 8X1]<; Ti]<; VVKTO<;, W<; OVK ovuav avTrp 

14 pq,Buf1€tV. TaVTa ryap c/JTJG'l "Ojt7]pO<; 
OJLoiwr; TOt<; 117\Xot<; uorpo'i<; T€ a'A'Y}Beutv 
dvopauw, W<; ovoeir; 71"0T€ 7TOV7]pO<; Kat aKOAaG'TO<; 
Kat cptXoxpnJLaTO<; oihe auTo<; EaVTOV ryeveuBat 
OVVaTo<; lipxwv ovo' eryKpaTh<; OUT€ TWV &X:X.wv 
ovoevor;, ovo' euTat 7TOTE eKe'ivor; {1autA€V<;, ovo' 
&v 1ravTer; cf>wuw "EA.X7Jver; Kal {1ap/1apot Kat 
&vope<; Kat ryvva'iKer;, Kat JLOvov 1111Bpw1Tot 

avTov Kat tJ7TaKovwrnv, dA.A.' oi' Te 

1 Iliad 2. 205-6. 
2 Plato (Republic 4. 42lb) contrasts true guardians of a city 

with those who would exploit it, whom he calls "caterers." 
See also ibid., 1. 345c, where the same contrast is made. 
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" to whom the son 
Of Saturn gives the sceptre, making him 
The lawgiver, that he may rule the rest." 1 

Now it seems to me that Homer was quite right 
in this as in many other sayings, for it implies 
that not every king derives his sceptre or this royal 
office from Zeus, but only the good king, and that 
he receives it on no other title than that he shall 
plan and study the welfare of his subjects ; he is 
not to become licentious or profligate, stuffing and 
gorging with folly, insolence, arrogance, and all 
manner of lawlessness, by any and every means 
within his power, a soul perturbed by anger, pain, 
fear, pleasure, and lusts of every kind, but to the 
best of his ability he is to devote his attention to 
himself and his subjects, becoming indeed a guide 
and shepherd of his people, not, as someone 2 has 
said, a caterer and banqueter at their expense. 
Nay, he ought to be just such a man as to think 
that he should not sleep at all the whole night 
through as having no leisure for idleness.3 Homer, 
too, in agreement with all other wise and truthful men, 
says that no wicked or licentious or avaricious person 
can ever become a competent ruler or master either 
of himself or of anybody else, nor will such a man 
ever be a king even though all the world, both 
Greeks and barbarians, men and women, affirm the 
contrary,4 yea, though not only men admire and 

8 A reminiscence of Homer, Iliad 2. 24-25, where the dream 
says to Agamemnon: "To sleep the whole night through 
beseemeth not a man that is a counsellor, to whom a host 
is entrusted, and upon whom rest so many cares."-Murray 
inL.C.L. 

' For the thought compare Discourse 4. 25. 
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IJpvtOer; 'TT"ETOf.Levot Kal T4 OTJpla ToZr; IJpeut 
P,'T]OEV TOOV av0pa)7J"(J)V uvryxropfi Te teal. 
'TT"OtfJ To 7rpouTaTTop.evov. 

15 OvKovv 'Af.ryrop.ev v7rep Tov Ka()' "Op.'T]pov TE Kal. 
TU a'A'I')Oelq, OOTO<; ryO.p 0 'Aoryor; cL7r'Arur; 

'Aeryop.evor; d.vev 'TT"cLUTJ<; Ko'AaKelar; 'Aotooplar; 
' ' , """' f ,.. ' ' d 1'1 , Ll "' avTor; a.,- avTov TOV p.ev op.otov Trp aryaurp 

ryvroplt;e£ TE Kat KaO' lJuov 
" \ t'\ ' f 'f: "\ I \ ' op.otor;, Tov oe avop.owv TE oveto£.,et. 

7rpooTov p.ev Oe&Jv Kat To oatp.o-
16 VlOV 7rpOT£P,OOV' OV ryQ.p OVVaTOV /1:\).rp Ttvf. 71"€71"0t-

0f.va£ p.&'A'Aov rov OlKatov d.vopa Kal. rlryaOov .q 
TOir; OtKatoTcLTOt<; TE Kal apluTOt<; Oeo'ir;. l$unr; 
OE KaKor; ctv f]rye'iral 71"0TE Ot!oVr; apf.uKE£V, Kar' 

' ' ,.. ,.. ' rl 1 t f. \ avTo TOVTO 7rproTov ovx outor; eunv• TJ ryap 
17 aVOTJTOV "' 'TT"OVT}pov vevop.tKE TO Oe'iov. p.era Oe 

TOV<; Oeour; avO po)7J"(J)V Ttf.lOOV p.ev Kal 
rlrya7rOOV TOV<; aryaOovr;, KTJOOj.tEVO<; Oe 'TT"cLVT(J)V. 
Tlr; p.ev ryap a'Yf.A'T]<; {3o&Jv p.&"A'Aov TOV 

I I \ I > ,.#. "\ I I \ VEP,OVTO<; j T£<; o€ 'TT"OtP,V£0£<; ro.,-EA£P,(J)T€p0r; TE Kat 
aj.telvrov Tlr; OE J.t&'A'Aov cpl'At7r71"0<; TOV 
7r'AeluTrov p.ev /1pxovTor; 77r7rrov, 7r"Ae'iuTa OE acp' 

18 771"7J"(J)V wcpe'Aovp.f.vov; Tlva OE el!Co<; oihror; elvat 
,.1. "\ I e A " -. I \ > e I pro7rOV "' ourtr; 7r 11.E£UTroV p.ev av pro7rrov 

j.tcLAtUTa oe V'TT"O avOpa)'Trrov Oav-
1 J'_ t' \ I ' f >"\ "\ ,.#. 1"\ \ t I J.ta.,eTat; oetvov ryap, E£ o£ JCa£ aryp£rov 

d.pxovTE<; OTJplrov EVVOVUTEpol elut ToZr; apxo-
p.f.votr; TOV {3autAEVOVTO<; av0pW7r(J)V f]p.f.prov JCal 

"' 1"\. \ I \ ,.,., "\. '"' \ ' I 19 OP,O.,-VA(J)V. Kat P,EVTO£ tCat .,-t11.0VU£ aVEXOVTat 
10 
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obey him, but the birds of the air and the wild beasts 
on the mountains no less than men submit to him 
and do his bidding. 

Let me speak, then, of the king as Homer con-
ceives him, of him who is in very truth a king ; for 
this discourse of mine, delivered in all simplicity 
without any flattery or abuse, of itself discerns the 
king that is like the good one, and commends him 
in so far as he is like him, while the one who is 
unlike him it exposes and rebukes. Such a king is, 
in the first place, regardful of the gods and holds 
the divine in honour. For it is impossible that the 
just and good man should repose greater confidence 
in any other being than in the supremely just and 
good-the gods. He, however, who, being wicked, 
imagines that he at any time pleases the gods, in 
that very assumption lacks piety, for he has assumed 
that the deity is either foolish or evil. Next after the 
gods the good king has regard for his fellow-men ; 
he honours and loves the good, yet extends his care 
to all. Now who takes better care of a herd of cattle 
than does the herdsman? Who is more helpful and 
better to flocks of sheep than a shepherd ? Who is 
a truer lover of horses than he who controls the 
greatest number of horses and derives the greatest 
benefit from horses ? And so who is presumably as 
great a lover of his fellow-man as he who exercises 
authority over the greatest number of men and en-
joys the highest admiration of men? For it would be 
strange if men governing beasts, wild and of another 
blood than theirs, prove more kindly to these their 
dependants than a monarch to civilized men who are 
of the same flesh and blood as himself. And further, 
cattle love their keepers best and are most sub-

11 
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fUXAUTTa '1rcLVTWV f£EV vow;'i<;, r'Tf''1r0£ o€ 
f I I <:'\ ' \ A, "\ I 'T}V£OXOV<;, KVV'TJ"fETa£ 0€ V'TrO KVVWV 't'V"'aCTCFOVTat 
Kat arya'TrWVTat, Ttt arya'Tf'a Ttt 

1 I \ ,, "" 1' 1 \ { \ 
20 Taus- apxovTas-. 'Tf'W'i' ovv etKo<; Ta f£Ev 

acppova aryVWf£OVa eloevat Kat cptA.e'iv TOV<;' 

Td o€ 'Tf'cLVTWV CFVVETWTaTOV /Wt 

a'Tf'oOovvat x6ptv E'Tf'£CFTtLf£€VOV aryvoeZv 
; ryttp avaryK'T} TdV rJf£€pov 

Kat $aCFtA.ea l-£ry 
V1r' dvBpW7r(J)V, t:iA.A.tt Ka£ €p8.a8at. TaiJT' oVv 

'<:' \ \ A, I >f f/"\ \ e£0(1)<;' Kat 't'VCFE£ TotOVTO<;' WV, £1\.EWV Kat 7rpaov 
7rapexet Tryv ,Yvxf]v 'Tf'aCFtv, liTe 'Tf'avm<; 
evvovs- Kat cp[A.ovs-. 

21 Ka£ f£EV of] ofeTat oe'iv exetv Ottt Tryv 
apxl]v, ov TWV 'XP'TJf£tLTWV ovo€ TWV 
Ti]'i' Kat TWV cppovTiowv· &lCFTe Ka! 
cptA.o7rovos- eCFnv lj Twv 
cptA.I]oovot Kat e7TiCFmTat ryap 
07'£ ai f£EV TOV<; ad CFVVOVTU<;' Ta T€ 

TaXV 'Tf'OtoVCFtV aOVVtLTOV<;' 7rpd'i' 
aVTa<;', Ot Oe 'Tf'OVO£ Ta TE Kat ad 

22 7rapexovCFt 7Tove'iv. ovKovv 
f£0V([J egeCFTtv TOV<; f£EV CFTpaT£WTa<; CFVCFTpa-
7'£WTa<; 7rpoCFet7retv, ToV<; o€ CFvvi]Bet<; l-£ry 
KaTaryeA.wvTi 1 Tov CJl!Df£aTo<; Tf]<; 'Tf'aTepa 
o€ TWV 7TOAtTWV Ka£ TWV ap'X_Of£EVWV ov 
KEKAi]CFBat f£0VOV, TOt<; epryot<; TOVTO E'Tf':-
oeiKVVCFOat• 0€CF7r6nw o€ ovx O'Tf'W<; TWV €A.ev-
Bepwv, f£'TJOE TWV xaipetv 

23 f£EVOV' ryap OVX aUTOV xaptv oremt 
€v6<; lfvTo<; '1 TWV avB pw7rWV a'Tf'tLVTWV. 

xa 
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missive to them ; the same is true of horses and their 
drivers ; hunters are protected and loved by their 
dogs, and in the same way other subject creatures 
love their masters. How then would it be con-
ceivable that, while beings devoid of intelligence and 
reason recognize and love those who care for them, 
that creature which is by far the most intelligent and 
best understands how to repay kindness with grati-
tude should fail to recognize, nay, should even plot 
against, its friends? No indeed! For of necessity 
the kindly and humane king is not only beloved but 
even adored by his fellow-men. And because he 
knows this and is by nature so inclined, he displays 
a soul benignant and gentle towards all, inasmuch 
as he regards all as loyal and as his friends. 

The good king also believes it to be due to his 
position to have the larger portion, not of wealth or 
of pleasures, but of painstaking care and anxieties; 
hence he is actually more fond of toil than many 
others are of pleasure or of wealth. For he knows 
that pleasure, in addition to the general harm it does 
to those who constantly indulge therein, also quickly 
renders them incapable of pleasure, whereas toil, 
besides conferring other benefits, continually increases 
a man's capacity for toil. He alone, therefore, may 
call his soldiers " fellow-soldiers " and his associates 
" friends " without making mockery of the word 
friendship; and not only may he be called by the 
title " Father " of his people and his subjects, but 
he may justify the title by his deeds. In the title 
"master," however, he can take no delight, nay, not 
even in relation to his slaves, much less to his free 
subjects; for he looks upon himself as being king, 
not for the sake of his individual self, but for the 
sake of all men. 

IJ 
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Kat Toivvv evepryeTWV .J]oeTat 7T A-eiw TWV 
evepryeTovp,evwv Kat p,l:wqr; TaVT'T}t; EtTTt 

(ucopeun<;. Td f.lEV ryttp a"A."A.a fjaut-
"A.e[ar; avaryKata V6VO}lt/C€V, TO oe evepryeular; 

24 p,6vov e1Covut6v Te !Cat eiJoatp,ov. Kat Twv p,ev 
aryafJwv acpetoeuTaTO<; EUTtV, ror; OVOE7rOT€ E7rt-
A€£VOVTWV, KaKOV oe IJTTOV afnor; ryiryveufJat 
7recpvKev 1]1rep o .J]A-tor; Tov uiCoTovr;. 8v at p,ev 
loovTer; Kat uvryryevop,evot ovK €fJ€A-ovuw a7ro-
At7Te'iv, oi oe UICOVOVT€<; E7TtfJvp,ovutv loe'iv p,a"A-A.ov 

25 7ra'ioe<; aryvoovp,evovr; 7TUTEpar; av€Vpe'iv. TOV-
TOV oi p,ev 7rO"A.ep,tot OeOOLICaUt Kat ovoet<; op,o-
A-orye'i 1ro"A-ep,tor; eivat, oi o€ cpi"A-ot fJappovuw, Kat 
oi trcpoopa eryryVr; 'lrUVTWV ev 'ftfJ aucpa"A.e-
UTtlmp eZvat.1 TOV<; o€ 7rpoutoVTar; Kal. opwvTar; 
OVIC ovoe cpofJor;, a"A.A.' alowr; lJ7T€tUt, 
7ro"A-v Kpe'iTTov Kat luxvp6Tepov cp6f1ov· Tour; p,ev 
ryd,p cpo{Jovp,evovr; aVtL"fiC'YJ p,ttr6tV Kat a7ro0pavat 
()€A.etv, TOUr; oe aioovp,evovr; 7rapap,evetv Kat 
eavp,a,etv. 

26 Thv p,ev ovv a7r"A-OT'T}Ta Kal Thv 
fJaut"A-tKOV /Cat cppovtp,ov, Oe 7ravovp-

ry£av Kat a7TtLT'TJV avo!7TOV Kat 00V"A.07rp67TE<;, 
opwv OTt Kat. TWV fJl}plwv .,a Of!tAoTaTa Kal 
arywveuTaTa, E!Ce'iva Kat vevOeTat 'lraVTWV p,a-
A-tuTa Kat 

1 After •1va• all the MSS. give : oli Tavo.wrla lnr&.px•• .,.q; 
I<C!.IC'f, 'TOV$ Bapp{WEIII, 'TOV$ a• tplJ\.ovs ICCI.l 'TOVs lrrvs 

1<11.l tpo/3eiv. Then in the inferior MSS. is found 
the obvious interpolation: .,.q; 'Y• !LtJv 1i!LIP'f' teal &{J71.a/3ei Tolls 
!LEI' 7rpOITAI'Irll.pOVI"TCI.S !LE'Ta 'TOV 7rE7rOI80'TOS WEpl-yl"(I'ETCI.I /3IOVI', 
" The opposite is true of the bad king : he encourages his 
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Therefore he finds greater pleasure in conferring 
benefits than those benefited do in receiving them, 
and in this one pleasure he is insatiable. For the 
other functions of royalty he regards as obligatory; 
that of benefaction alone he considers both voluntary 
and blessed. Blessings he dispenses with the most 
lavish hand, as though the supply were inexhaustible ; 
but of anything hurtful, on the contrary, he can no 
more be the cause than the sun can be the cause of 
darkness. Men who have seen and associated with 
him are loath to leave him, while those who know 
him only by hearsay are more eager to see him than 
children are to find their unknown fathers. His 
enemies fear him, and no one acknowledges himself 
his foe; but his friends are full of courage, and those 
exceeding near unto him deem themselves of all 
men most secure. They who come into his presence 
and behold him feel neither terror nor fear; but 
into their hearts creeps a feeling of profound re-
spect, something much stronger and more powerful 
than fear. For those who fear must inevitably hate 
and want to escape ; those who feel respect must 
linger and admire. 

He holds that sincerity and truthfulness are 
qualities befitting a king and a prudent man, while 
unscrupulousness and deceit are for the fool and the 
slave, for he observes that among the wild beasts also 
it is the most cowardly and ignoble which surpass all 
the rest in lying and deceiving. 

enemies and terrifies his friends and kin. The mild and 
gentle king, however, spares the lives of those who appeal 
to his mercy, as well II.B that of him who obeys." Arnim 
rejects the first sentence as part of the interpolation. 
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27 <PtAOTt,UOS' oe cpVIJ'W !Cal elocils- OTt 'TOU<; 
' Ll \ A-.' ' "Ll $. aryauou<; 'TT'E'f'uKaiJ'w at avu pw'TT'Ot n,uav, 'J'T'TOV 

eA.'TT'U;et n,uliiJ'Bat &v {nro adv'Twv /j 'TT'apa 
I ri-. .... f I ,UtiJ'ouv'Twv '1'£1\,ta<; 'Tv'Yxavew. 

Kat. 7T'OA€,U£KOS' ,UEV oihws- eiJ''TtV WIJ''T' e'TT'' aimp 
eivat 'TO 'TT'oA.e,ue'iv, elp'YjvtKo<; oe oihws- ci>s- f.l/I]DEv 
agto,uaxov aim{> A€L7T'EIJ'Bat. Kat 'YaP Kat 
Tooe oioev, on 'To'is- KaA.A.tiJ''Ta 'TT'oA.e,ue'iv 7T'ape-
IJ'KEVaiJ',u€vot<;, 'TOVTOtS' ,UclAtiJ''Ta , 
a'Yew. 

28 <PtA.€mt pas- Oe Kat cptA07T'OAt'T1]S' Kal cptA.o-
IJ''Tpanro'T1]S' o,uo£ws- 7T'€cpvKev• lJIJ''Tt<; ,uev 'YaP 
{nrepo7T''T1/S' 'TWV u'Tpa'Tevo,u€vwv Kd oiJOe7T'W7T'O'T€ 
fJ IJ''TT'av{w<; eropaKe 'TOVS' {nrep 'T-ry<; apx-rys- KtvOu-
vevov'Ta<; Kat 'TT'OVOVVTaS', 'TO V Oe aJJOV'T)TOV 1 Kat 
avO'TT'AOV lJxA.ov OtaTeA.e'i 8w7T€VWV, lJ,uotov 'YE 
7T'€7T'ovBe Ka8a7T'ep el 'TOVS' 2 uv,ucpvA.a'T-
'TOV'Ta<; aiJTip a'YVOOL'YJ Kat aJJ'TOl<; 
op€'YO£ 'TT'O'T€ cpvAa'T'TOUIJ'tV' 
oihos- 'YaP oil 81Jp{a ,uovov, aA.A.a Kat 'TOVS' KVVa<; 

29 ava7reWet a7T'€xeiJ'8at 'T-ry<; 7T'OL,UV'YJS'· lJIJ''TtS' Oe 
Tovs- ,uev u'TpanwTas- ota8 pv'TT''Tet, 
,UrJ'TE 'TT'OVe'iv 7T'apa1C€A€UO,U€VOS', 'TWV DE /lA,A,wv 
av8pW7T'WV o,uoto<; eiJ''T£ 
'TOVS' ,uev vav'Ta<; OtacpBelpov'Tt 'TT'A'I}IJ',UOvfl 'TE Kal. 
fJ7T'vp ot' fJf.dpas-, 'Twv o' €m{Ja'Twv Kat 'T-ry<; vero<; 

30 a7T'OAAV,U€V'T)S' o!Joev e£ o€ 'T£S' 'TT'po<; 
,uev 'Tav'Ta gXot ,ue'Tpiws-, 'Tov<; oe 'TT'A'T)IJ'lov a{mp 
Kat cp£A.ou<; KaAOU,U€vou<; 'T€ Kat 
uKo7To'i 'TOV'To, lJ'TT'w<; ,uaKaptot Kat 

'TT'fiiJ't, A.avBavet 'TT'poOO'T'TJS' ahov Kal. 
'T-ry<; apx-rys- 'Yt'Yvo,uevos-, 'TOVS' ,uev lJv'Ta<; cp£A.ouS' 
16 
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Though naturally covetous of honour, and knowing 
that it is the good that men are prone to honour, he 
has less hope of winning honour from the unwilling 
than he has of gaining the friendship of those who 
hate him. 

He is warlike to the extent that the making of war 
rests with him, and peaceful to the extent that there 
is nothing left worth his fighting for. For assuredly 
he is well aware that they who are best prepared for 
war have it most in their power to live in peace. 

He is also by nature fond of his companions, 
fellow-citizens, and soldiers in like measure ; for a 
ruler who is suspicious of the military and has never 
or rarely seen those who face peril and hardship in 
support of his kingdom, but continually flatters the 
unprofitable and unarmed masses, is like a shepherd 
who does not know those who help him to keep 
guard, never proffers them food, and never shares the 
watch with them; for such a man tempts not only 
the wild beasts, but even his own dogs, to prey upon 
the fold. He, on the contrary, who pampers his 
soldiers by not drilling them or encouraging them to 
work hard and, at the same time, evinces no concern 
for the people at large, is like a ship-captain who 
demoralizes his crew with surfeit of food and noonday 
sleep and takes no thought for his passengers or for 
his ship as it goes to ruin. And yet if one is above 
reproach in these two matters, but fails to honour 
those who are close to him and are called his friends, 
and does not see to it that they are looked upon by 
all men as blessed and objects of envy, he becomes a 
traitor to himself and his kingdom ere he is aware by 

1 O.v6v'f}TOV Reiske : dv&rrrov. 
a after ToiJs deleted by Reiske, 
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af:h)fLOV<; 7TOtwv, Twv De aXXwv JliiJOeva ewv 1 e7TtfJv-
fLe'iv TT,<; QU'TOV Ct7TOUT€pwv o€ avTOV 'TOV 
Ka:\:\{uTOV Kat 

31 Tlr; JLev ryap doKvfJ"r€po'> Trov€'iv, 0Tav ToVTov 
Katpo<; fl, ; T{<; o€ uvryxalpEtv E'TOljkO'Tflpo<; 
ev Ta'i<; fU'Tvxlat<; ; 0 7Tapa Tivo<; Oe l7Tatvo<; 

Twv ; 7Tapa Tivor; o€ 'T(l:\'f}fJer; 
aXV7TO'T€pov; T{<; o€ 7TO'ia o€ epvp,am, 
7TOta Oe cb:\a {Je{Jadnepa Kat KpE{TTW TT,<; a7TO 

32 'TWV EUVOOVV'TWV 07TOUOV<; ryap av 'Tt<; 
V K€KT'f}fLEVO<; halpov<;, 'TOUOV'TOt<; 
&, fJovXeTat opij,, TOUaVTat<; Oe aKoa'i<; & oe'i 
aKOVet, 'TOuavTat<; o€ Otavolat<; OtaVOEt'Tat 7T€pt 

33 

A.. , <:- A.., ' ''='' " 'TWV UVfL't'€pOVTWV, ota'l'epet ryap OVO(V 'YJ €£ 'T'f' 
Bear; uw11-a lxovn 7ToXA.ar; -tvxar; lowKev 
U7Taua<; V7TEp eKelvov 7rpOVOOVfLEVa<;. 

"I <:'' ' ..,."' 'A.. ' , ' A.. , va oe Ta 7rO''""a a'l'e£<; et7TW TO 'l'avepwTaTov 
U'f}fLE'iov, 'TOlOV'TO<; euTtV 0 XP'fJU'TO<; fJautXev<;, 
oi aryaBo£ avOpE<; OUK aluxvvovmt e7ratVOVV'T€<; 

,, ' , ' ,, \ tl ' OV'T€ 'TOV 7rapoV'Ta XPOVOV OUT€ 'TOV VU'Tepov, Kat 
fLEVTOl Kat auTO<; ou 'TOV 7rapa 'TWV fJavavuwv 
Kat aryopalwv E7ratvov, aXXa 'TOV 7rapa 
'TWV eXevfJepwv Kat ryEvvalwv, ol<; OVK t;r,v 

34 '1/rwuafLEVot<;. T{<; ovv ovK /iv p,aKap{uete TOV 
TOlOV'TOV avopa 'T€ Kat (3£ov ; 7rOBev o€ OVK liv 
eXBotev E7r' eKe'ivov o'fr6f1-EVOi 'T€ aVTOV Kat a7rO-
XavuovTe<; TT,<; KaXr,r; Otavo{a<; Kat aryafJT,r; ; Ti 

\ I ()' I \ ,/,-, f p,ev uep,voTepov ea/La ryevvawv Kat 
{3aut:\e(J)<;; Ti o€ Kat 
7TavTa<; fLEV ev 7TOte'iv E7Tt8VfLOVVTO<;, a7TavTa<; o€ 

35 ovvap,evov; T{ o€ XvutTeXeuTepov tuov Kat Ot-
1 Capps: in W. 
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disheartening those who are his friends and suffering 
nobody else to covet his friendship and by robbing 
himself of that noblest and most profitable possession: 
friendship. For who is more indefatigable in toil, 
when there is occasion for toil, than a friend? Who 
is readier to rejoice in one's good fortune? Whose 
praise is sweeter than that of friends? From whose 
lips does one learn the truth with less pain? What 
fortress, what bulwarks, what arms are more steadfast 
or better than the protection of loyal hearts? For 
whatever is the number of comrades one has acquired, 
so many are the eyes with which he can see what he 
wishes, so many the ears with which he can hear 
what he needs to hear, so many the minds with which 
he can take thought concerning his welfare. Indeed, 
it is exactly as if a god had given him, along with 
his one body, a multitude of souls all full of concern 
in his behalf. 

But I will pass over most of the details and give 
the clearest mark of a true king : he is one whom all 
good men can praise without compunction not only 
during his life but even afterwards. And yet, even so, 
he does not himself covet the praise of the vulgar and 
the loungers about the market-place, but only that 
of the free-born and noble, men who would prefer to 
die rather than be guilty of falsehood. Who, there-
fore, would not account such a man and such a life 
blessed? From what remote lands would men not 
come to see him and to profit from his honourable 
and upright character ? What spectacle is more 
impressive than that of a noble and diligent king ? 
\\nat can give greater pleasure than a gentle and 
kindly ruler who desires to serve all and has it in his 
power so to do? What is more profitable than an 

19 
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f I \ \ t' r:J' J rl,_ "\. I I> Katou ; T£liO<; !J-Ell ryap o t-JlO<; r; 
7raliT€<; OtJ-OLW<; cpu"AaTTOUUtll; Tillo<; De 

ry TOV P,'I]DElla exBpoll TLliO<; oe aXu-
'lrOTEpoc; ry TOV P,'I]Dell gXOliTO<; auTOll alnauaueat ; 
TL<; Se ef.JTUXEUT€poc; EKEiliOU TOV aliDpoc; OUT£<; 
aryaOoc; &v ovof.va Xar,Ballet ; 

36 'Eryro p,ev OVll tl7rXwc; ei'lrOll Tct 7rep£ TOV aryaOoll 
fJarnXf.a. TOVTWV o$ e£ Tt cpaiveTat 
UO£, p,aKaptO<; !J-Ell aVTO<; Ti}<; €V"fl!Wf-J-OVO<; Kat 
aryaOi]c; cpvuew<;, Jl-aKaptot oe ot UVf1-f1-€TE-
xoliT€<;. 

37 MeTct o€ TOV vvv elp1]Jl-Ell0ll AO"fOll €ryro #ell f'Tr€-

()(Jfl-OUll DteXOe'ill 7rept Tou Jl-EryiuTov Kat 7rpwTou 
fJautXewc; Ka£ apxovTo<;, XPn Jl-lfJ-OVJl-EVOV<; aet 
TOV<; ()V7JTOV<; Kat Tct TWV eli7JTWll DtE'IrOVTa<; E'lrlfl-€-
Xe'iuBat, 7rpoc; EK€lliOV we; OullaTOll Junv eMv-
liOliTa<; Kat acpop,otOVliTa<; TOll aUTWV TPO'Tr'Oll. Dta 

38 TouTo ryap Kat "Of1-7Jpoc; otoTpecp€ac; elllai cp'l]rrt Tour; 
aX7]0wc; fJautXea<; Ka£ Lltt rnll fJovXnv Ofl-O[ouc;, 
Kat TOll Millw, Jl-EryiuT'I]V gXOliTa E7rl. Ot-
KatOrJ"VlllJ, TOV Llto<; Of1-tX7JTnll ecp1J ryev€u0at. Kat 

"'' " ' ' ''E" "\ • Q Q I uxEOov OrJ"Ot 7rW7rOT€ Ell "'"'7JrJ"lll 'I] t-Japt-Japot<; 
ryeryovaut {JarJ"tA€t<; OVK Turyxalletv TaVT7J<; 
Ti]c; 7rporJ"7Jryop£ac;, Tov Oeov TovTou jia07JTac; Te 

39 Kat S1]XWTtt<; 0 Xoryoc; avTOV<; !L7rocpa£vemt. Zevc; 
ryap fJ-OliO<; eewll 7raTnp Kat fJautXev<; E'lrOliOtJ-at;erat 
Kat llo"Atevc; Ka£ <I>iXtoc; Te Ka£ 'ETatpeZoc; Kat 
'0 ' ' "'' , 'I , ' ' m. , 1: /J-O"flilO<;, 7rpO<; 0€ TOUTO£<; K€rJ"tO<; T€ Kat '¥U<ol0<; 

'7=1' ' '""" '"' ,, Kat -€ll£0<; Kat p,upta<; a"'"'a<; €7r£K"'')rJ"€t<; €'XWV, 
40 ' ' (} I ' (} ' ' Q ' ' 7rarJ"a<; arya a<; Kat arya Wll atTtac;· f-JautXeuc; fl-€11 

1 Trajan is meant. 
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equitable and just king? Whose life is safer than 
his whom all alike protect, whose is happier than his 
who esteems no man an enemy, and whose is freer 
from vexation than his who has no cause to blame 
himself? Who is more fortunate, too, than that 
man whose goodness is known of all ? 

In plain and simple language I have described 
the good king. If any of his attributes seem to 
belong to you,l happy are you in your gracious and 
excellent nature, and happy are we who share its 
blessings with you. 

It was my purpose, after finishing the description 
of the good king, to discuss next that supreme king 
and ruler whom mortals and those who administer 
the affairs of mortals must always imitate in dis-
charging their responsibilities, directing and con-
forming their ways as far as possible to his pattern. 
Indeed, this is Homer's reason for calling true kings 
" Zeus-nurtured " 2 and " like Zeus in counsel " ; 3 

and Minos, who had the greatest name for righteous-
ness, he declared was a companion of Zeus.4 In 
fact, it stands to reason that practically all the kings 
among Greeks or barbarians who have proved them-
selves not unworthy of this title have been disciples 
and emulators of this god. For Zeus alone of the 
gods has the epithets of " Father " and " King," 
" Protector of Cities," " Lord of Friends and 
Comrades," "Guardian of the Race," and also 
"Protector of Suppliants," "God of Refuge," and 
"God of Hospitality," these and his countless other 
titles signifying goodness and the fount of goodness. 5 

a Ibid., 2. 169 and 407 for example, where Odysseus is 
called ..:l.tl lo'T/'TW haAil.V'TOII, 

' Odyssey 19. 179, a Compare Discourse 12. 75. 
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KaTa Kat OVVaj.LtV WVOJ.taap,€vor;;, 
o€ Otj..tat oul. T€ K1]0€j.tOVlav Kat TO 

7rp!jov, IIoA.teV<;; oe KaTa TOV VOj.tOV Kat TO KOtvov 
lJcpeA.or;;, 'Oj.toryvwr;; oe Ota TOV ry€vovr;; KOtvwvlav 
Beo'ir;; T€ Kat avBpamotr;;, <l>lA.tor;; o€ Kat 'Emtpe'ior;;, 
()Tt 'TrUVTa<;; avBpd!7ToV<;; gvvaryet Kat fJouAeTat 
et vat cp£A.ovr;;, €x8 pov oe 7T'OAEj.ttov 

41 j.t7JOEVa j.t7JO€V0<;;,1 'IKEO"tO<;; o€ wr;; &v T€ 
Kat 7A.ewr;; TOt<;; 0€0j.tEVOt<;;, <Pugwr;; o€ Ota TWV 
KaKWV a7rocpevgtv, E€vtor;; 0€, ()Tt Kat TOVTO 
A."'>' 1:' ' ... !:'''"'"'' 't't"'ta<;;, j./,7]0€ TWV sEVWV j./,7]0€ a"'"'OTptaV 

j.t'T}oeVa avBpw7rwv, o€ Ka£ 
'EmKap7rtO<;;, am; TWV Kap7rWV ahto<;; Kat 
7T'AOUTOV Kal ou 7T'ev£ar;; ouoe a7rop£ar;;· 
W> eVBvr;; a'Trlia-ar;; TaVTa<;; Uov €ryryev€uBat TCt> 
OVVUj.t€t<;; rfi TOV fJaa-tAEW> ovvaj.tet T€ Kat 

42 KaA.ov ovv el7re'iv u7rep Twv ()A.wv Ti]> owt-
o7ro'i6v rye To gvJ.t7rav aiJTo Te ei5oatf.tov 

\ ,J... \ ' \ t'- I \ )f ' "" Kat uo't'ov aet ota7ropeveTat Tov a7retpov atwva 
uvvexw> €v a7T'€Lpotr;; 7r€pto00t> j.t€TCt TVX7J> 2 T€ 

arya(Jijr;; Kat oalj.tOVO<;; Oj.tOlov Kat 7rpovo£ar;; Kat 
apxiJ> Tij<;; 0tKalOTaT7J<;; T€ Kat ap£UT7J<;;, T€ 

t I I \,./../ \ \ ,.. 
Oj.tOlOV) 7rapex€Tat, KaTa 't'VO"tv K0tv7JV T7JV aVTOV 
Kat ucp' €vt Beuj.tfi> Kat vop.w 

I \ ,.. ) ,.. I I. 

KEKOUJ.L7Jf.t€VOV<;; Kat T7J> aVT7J> j.tETEXOVTa<;; 7T'0At-
43 I c.\ t \ " \ rJ.. '\. I \ T€tac;, 7JV 0 j.tEV Tlj.tWV Kat 't'V"'aTTWV Kat 

pjOev €vavTtov 7rpaTTwv, VoJ.ttJ.ta> Kat 
\ I t \ I d ',.#.., t ,.. Kat KOUj.tto<;;, 0 0€ TapaTTWV OUOV E't' eaVTq> 

Kat 7rapafJa£VWV Kat aryVOWV, (lllOfW<;; Kat Il-
l f''T/5<v6s added by Arnim. 
• n1x'Tis Capps, cf. Or. 3. 45: l[;uxi)s. 
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He is addressed as " King " because of his dominion 
and power; as " Father," I ween, on account of his 
solicitude and gentleness ; as " Protector of Cities " 
in that he upholds the law and the common weal; as 
" Guardian of the Race " on account of the tie of 
kinship which unites gods and men ; as " Lord of 
Friends and Comrades " because he brings all men 
together and wills that they be friendly to one 
another and never enemy or foe ; as " Protector of 
Suppliants " since he inclines his ear and is gracious 
to men when they pray ; as " God of Refuge " 
because he gives refuge from evil; as " God of Hos-
pitality " because it is the very beginning of friend-
ship not to be unmindful of strangers or to regard any 
human being as an alien; and as " God of Wealth 
and Increase " since he causes all fruitage andis the 
giver of wealth and substance, not of poverty and 
want. For all these functions must at the outset be 
inherent in the royal function and title. 

I might well speak next of the administration of 
the universe and tell how the world-the very 
embodiment of bliss arid wisdom-ever sweeps 
along through infinite time in infinite cycles 
without cessation, guided by good fortune and a 
like power divine, and by foreknowledge and a 
governing purpose most righteous and perfect, 
and renders us like itself since, in consequence 
of the mutual kinship of ourselves and it, we are 
marshalled in order under one ordinance and law 
and partake of the same polity. He who honours 
and upholds this polity and does not oppose it in 
any way is law-abiding, devout and orderly; he, 
however, who disturbs it, as far as that is possible to 
him, and violates it or does not know it, is lawless and 
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ICOUJ.LO<;, Of.LOL(i)<; louh'l]r:;, op,ot(i)r:; llpx(i)v 
OVOJ.LasoJ.LEVO<;' 7roft.u oe p,eU;(i)v 
Tepa 7rautv f] 7rapa Tau &pxovTor:; 7rft.1JJ.LJ.Left.eta. 

44 Wa7rep oi)v l5aot aTpaT'Y}ryoi Te JCal llpxovTer; 
uTpaTo7rEO(i)V 7roft.c(i)V €(}vwv, 5unr; ltv 
TOV uov wift.tuTa f.LbJ.Lf]Tat TP07TOV TOt<; uo'ir:; 

(}J.Lotov avTov wr:; ovvaTov ifJa[V?JTat 7rapf.-
"' " \ I t' I \ X(i)V, OVTO<; av Et'YJ uot 7TaVT(i)V eTatpoTaTor:; 

€L of. Tt<; evavT£or:; avop,otor:; 
'YtrvotTO, av TV"f)(,£tVOt f.LEJ.L'/rewr; T€ 

aTtJ.L£ar:; "fE Tij<; Ta)(,U 7rav(}e£r:;, 
I f: I ' I ! \ )/ 7rapa)(,(i)prJUEtEV ETEpot<; ap,HVOUL T€ aJ.L€tVOV 

45 'Dvvap,evot<; OtOtiCEtV' oih(i) oe TWV fJaut"ft.E(i)V, 
lhe oip.at 7Tapa TOU €xovT(i)V T;JV ovvaf.Ltv 

Tnv E7rtTp07r1)V, f.LEV ltv 7Tpo<; fKEtvov f]ft.E7T(i)V 
7Tpo<; 1 TOV TOU VOJ.LOV T€ eeup,ov ICOUJ.LV 

llpxv Ot1€a£(i)r:; T€ Ka"ft.w<;, TV"fxavet 
46 J.Lotpar:; Kat Teft.ovr:; euTvxour:;· S' ltv 1rapaf]y 

Kat aTtJ.LaU'[/ TOV f7rtTpe'fravra f) OOVTa Thv 
0(i)ped,v TaUT'YJV, OVOEV a7TWVaTO 
'1: ' ' <:' ' ' " EsOVUta<; OVVaJ.L€(i)<; 'I} 'TOUOVTOV f.LOVOV OUOV 

7TaU£ "f€Veu(}at 'TOt<; Ka(}' auTOV 
iJuTepov 7l"OV'I}por:; adft.aUTO<; wv, TOV 

f.LV(}€VOJ.L€VOV <f>aeBOVTO<; ava7r"ft.1]pwuar:; 71"0Tf.LOV, CtT€ 
luxvpou Be£ov 1rapa p,o'ipav e7TtfJas llpp,aTor:;, 

47 oux t"avor:; &v "ft.f."Jet oe "OJ.L'Y]por:; 
&Of. 7r(i)<;' 

ftEV a7T'I}V1J<; auTo<; g'[/ a7T'Y]VEa eloy, 
'Tcp OE KaTapwvTat 7TaVT€<; fJpoTot aft.re' 07rLUU(i) 
y ' \ (} ' ' ,,, , " aTap T€ Ve(i)Tb "f €'1'€'f lO(i)VTat a7TaVT€<;' 

o' &v aJ.LUfl(i)V aiJTo<; E'[/ 0-f.tVf.LOVa elofi, 

24 

THE FIRST DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

disorderly, whether he be called a private citizen or 
a ruler, although the offence on the part of the ruler 
is far greater and more evident to all. Therefore, 
just as among generals and commanders of legions, 
cities or provinces, he who most closely imitates your 
ways and shows the greatest possible conformity with 
your habits would be by far your dearest comrade and 
friend, while he who showed antagonism or lacked 
conformity would justly incur censure and disgrace 
and, being speedily removed from his office as well, 
would give way to better men better qualified to 
govern; so too among kings, since they, I ween, 
derive their powers and their stewardship from Zeus, 
the one who, keeping his eyes upon Zeus, orders and 
governs his people with justice and equity in accord-
ance with the laws and ordinances of Zeus, enjoys a 
happy lot and a fortunate end, while he who goes 
astray and dishonours him who entrusted him with 
his stewardship or gave him this gift, receives no 
other reward from his great authority and power 
than merely this: that he has shown himself to all 
men of his own time and to posterity to be a wicked 
and undisciplined man, illustrating the storied end of 
Phaethon, who mounted a mighty chariot of heaven 
in defiance of his lot but proved himself a feeble 
charioteer. In somewhat this wise Homer too speaks 
when he says : 

" Whoso bears 
A cruel heart, devising cruel things, 
On him men call down evil from the gods 
While living, and pursue him, when he dies, 
With scoffs. But whoso is of generous heart 

1 \Vilamowitz would delete 1rpbr. 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

'\1 ,/.. 1 TOV p,evTot te"'eor; evpv ota "f'opeovcrt 
I ' ''(}' I 1 '{)' 'lra!/Tar; E'lr av pw1rovr;, TE p,tv ecr 
eet7rov. 

48 To p,ev avv Jp,6v, 81rep grp1Jv, teat 
() I "' J/ J fl \ I \ 7rp0 Vf.LOTaTa TOVTOV E£7TOtf.L av TOV TOV 

v1rep Tov teat Tov 7TaVTor; rpvcrewr;. 
J7ret oe JcrTl 7TUIITW<; 1 TOU teatpov TOV 
7Tap6vTor; teal Se6p,evor; atept{aecrTepwv, , I • " , 1:' e aV £<; 7TOTE £UW<; ryEVOtT av Etv 

49 > I > 1:'' >I '() I .,_ > avTov. E£ o apa p,v ov e Ttva ateovcrat, 
'\ 1:' r \ \ r '\ I I '() p,a"'"'ov oe tepov tea£ vryt1} "'oryov UXrJJLaTt p,v ov 

'\. I \ J J/ I ,/.,. I "' "'eryop,evov, Tvxov ovte aTo7Tor; crot '1'aV1JUETat, vvv 
Te teal flcrTepov JvOvp,ovp,evp teaTa uavT6v, 811 
' ' " ' 'H" ' • 'A l:'l eryw 7rOTE 'T}teovcra ryvvatteor; "'etar; TJ pteaotar; 
imep ot71ryovp,ev11r;. 

50 'fir; ryap lTVXOV Jv Tfj rpvryy 'lrOTE 
teat rye xaptv aloa TOt<; Beo'ir;, 15Tt JLE OVte 
eYacrav ryevecrOat teal aOltewv 

I t I 9 f 1 , 7rparyp,aTwV-E7T'{}Etv o ovv wr; eovvap,7111 
T1JV Jv aryvpTOV crxi}p,aTt teal TOVTO 

' ' ''E" '\ ' Q • Q I p,ev 1rap "'"'"lvar;, TOVTO oe 7rapa "'aptJapovr;, 
> > 1'\ > >I >1:'\ IQ atTt..,wv ateo"'ovr;, ovte aopar; ovoe 

51 ' 1:' I ',/.. I ' II '\ I tea£ 071 7TOTE a"f'tteOJLEVO<; €£<; E"-O'IrOIIVTJUOV Tat<; 
\ I"\ t I I \ \ JLEV 'lrO"'EUtV OV 7Ta11V 7TpOU'{JEtV, 7rEp£ OE T1JV 

I 0 I Q " "\"\ \ r I >I xwpa;,v £ETf£tJOII, a;e 7T0"-"-1JII £UTOptaV exavcrav, 
VOJLEVUt teat teV111J'YETatr;, ryevva{otr; TE teal a'lrXOt<; 

1 ,.,i,'T"'• Schenkl: ,.avTbs. 

1 Odyssey 19. 329-34. 
2 .An allusion to the tyranny of Domitia.n, by whom Dio was 

ba.rushed. 
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And harbours generous aims, his guests proclaim 
His praises far and wide to all mankind, 
And numberless are they who call him good." 1 

For my part, I should be most happy and eager, as 
I have said, to speak on this subject---on Zeus and the 
nature of the universe. But since it is altogether 
too vast a theme for the time now at my command 
and requires a somewhat careful demonstration, 
perhaps in the future there may be leisure for its 
presentation. But if you would like to hear a myth, 
or rather a sacred and withal edifying parable told 
under the guise of a myth, perhaps a story which I 
once heard an old woman of Elis or Arcadia relate 
about Heracles will not appear to you out of place, 
either now or hereafter when you come to ponder 
it alone. 

Once when I chanced to be wandering in exile-
and great is my gratitude to the gods that they thus 
prevented my becoming an eye-witness of many an 
act of injustice 2-I visited as many lands as possible, 
at one time going among Greeks, at another among 
barbarians, assuming the guise and dress of a vaga-
bond beggar, 

" Demanding crusts, not caldrons fine nor 
swords." 3 

At last I arrived in the Peloponnesus, and keeping 
quite aloof from the cities, spent my time in the 
country, as being quite well worth study, mingling 
with herdsmen and hunters, an honest folk of simple 

s Odyssey 17. 222; the goa.therd Mela.nthius is taunting 
Odysseus, who, dressed as a. beggar, is on his way to his 
home. Swords and bowls were honourable gifts for noble 
strangers. 
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52 {]Oernv, f7T"tf.W'fVUft€VO<;. Kat (3a0lswv 00<; a<j>' 
'H ' ' ' ' 'A"' A-. ' ' pata<; et<; urav 1rapa Tov "--rewv p,expt 

' ' ' 1:' .;:,\ , p,ev Ttvo<; E7TETvryxavov T'YJ'> ooov, p,eTar:;v oe et<; 
iJA'Y)V TLVlt Kat ovaxwpfav Eft7T€CTWV Kat 7TA.eiov<; 
aTpa7TOV<; E7Tt (3ovKoA.t' lhTa Kat 7T"Olp,va<; <j>e-
pouaa<;, ouDevt avvavTWV ouDe Dvvap,evo<; epeaOat, 
otap,apTavw Te e7rA.avwp,'Y)v p,eanp,f3p£a uTa-
e , \ .. , ' '. '· "'\ ' "' ' EP£!-· towv ovv €7T"t v 'I' 'YJ"-({1 Ttvt opvwv uvuTpo-r'YJV 
olov aA.uo<;, rPXDft'Y]V OO<; a7ro'frop,evo<; fVTevOev 

53 oDov nva "' oltdav. KamA.ap,(3avw ovv A.[Oov<; 
I ' ,.., t: I \ t'l t' I 

T€ TLVa<; ELK'[} r:;V"fK€tft€VOV<; Kat oepp,aTa t€p€LWV 
Kpep,ap,eva Kat po7TaA.a Kat (3aKT'Y)piar;, vop,ewv " , e , . , A, , • .., , , , 
nvwv ava 'Y)P,aTa, w<; e-ratveTo, oe a7TwTepw 
Ka8'Y}p,EVTJV ryvva'iKa luxvp(tv p,eryaA.1]v, Tfj Oe 

7Tpeu(3vTepav, Tlt p,ev a:\A.a arypotKOV 
"'\ \L '' "\ I \ UTOM]V exovuaV, 7TI\.OKap,ov<; O€ Ttva<; 7T'OALOV<; 

54 KaBe'iTo. TaUT'IJV eKaaTa av'Y)pWTWV. De 7TtLVV 
7Tprf,wr; Kal <j>tA.o<j>povwr; owpisovua TV <j>wvf] Tov 

' ''"" }'" " "H ' ' t' ' , ' T€ T07TOV e-rpa.,ev wr; paK"-eovr; tepor; €t1J, Kat 
7rep't auTiJr;, OTt 'TT"atDa exot 7TOtp,eva Kat 7TOAAaKt<; 

vep,ot Tlt 7Tpo(3am· ilxetv De EK 
ft'Y]TpO<; Oewv OeDOftEV'YJV, xpiJuOat De avTfj TOU<; T€ 

vop,ear; 7T'avTar; Tour; 7T"A'YJu£ov Kat Tour; ryewpryour; 
lJ7Tep Kap7TWV Kat (3oUK'Y}fttZTWV ryeveuew<; Kat 

55 CTWT'I'JpLa<;. Kat uv De e<j>n. OUK avev 
Oe[ar; TVX'I'J'> elr; TOVD€ TOV T07TOV" ou ryap eaaw 
U€ a7reA.Be'iv p,aT'Y}V. Kat ft€Tlt TOVTO i]D'Y} 7Tpo-
eA.eryev OTt ou 7TOAV<; xpovo<; euotTO p,ot TTJ<; a:\1]<; 
Kat TTJ'> Ta"Aat7Twp[ar;, oihe ao£, Ei7Tev, oi.he TOt<; 

1 Heraea and Pisa were in the western part of the 
Peloponnese. The famous Olympian games were held not 
far from the latter place. 
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habits. As I walked along the Alpheus on my way 
from Heraea to Pisa,l I succeeded in finding the road 
for some distance, but all at once I got into some 
woodland and rough country, where a number of trails 
led to sundry herds and flocks, without meeting any-
body or being able to inquire my way. So I lost my 
direction, and at high noon was quite astray. But 
noticing on a high knoll a clump of oaks that looked 
like a sacred grove, I made my way thither in the 
hope of discovering from it some roadway or house. 
There I found blocks of stone set roughly together, 
hanging pelts of animals that had been sacrificed, 
and a number of clubs and staves-all evidently being 
dedications of herdsmen. At a little distance I saw 
a woman sitting, strong and tall though rather 
advanced in years, dressed like a rustic and with 
some braids of grey hair falling about her shoulders. 
Of her I made full inquiry about the place, and she 
most graciously and kindly, speaking in the Dorian 
dialect, informed me that it was sacred to Heracles 
and, regarding herself, that she had a son, a shepherd, 
whose sheep she often tended herself. She also said 
that the Mother of the Gods 2 had given her the gift 
of divination and that all the herdsmen and farmers 
round about consulted her on the raising and preserva-
tion of their crops and cattle. " And you too," she 
continued, " have come into this place by no mere 
human chance, for I shall not let you depart unblest." 
Thereupon she at once began to prophesy, saying 
that the period of my wandering and tribulation 
would not be long, nay, nor that of mankind at large. 

• Also called the " Great Mother " and Cybele. She was 
the great goddess of Asia. Minor. 
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56 &A.A.otc; dvBprfnrotc;. mvTa i!A.e'Yev, ovx tJrnrep 
oi '/T'OAAOt TWV A€"fOftEVWV €vBewv avopwv Kat 
ryvvaucwv, arrBflaLvovrra Kat 7T€pt0lVOVrra TfJV 

Kat 7T'€lpWflEV1J Oetvov Efl{3/l.bretv, aA.A.a 
I ' ""' \ ,J.,. I 'IT'avv E"fKpaTw<; Kat rrw't'povwc;. 
"2.vflf3a;\e{,c; Oe, ifrp'T], avopt l KapTepij>, 

7T'A€LU"T1]<; &pxovn xwpac; Kat avBpw'IT'WV' TOUTrf' 
el'IT'e'iv Tovoe TOV flVBov, el Ka[ 

rrov KaTarf>pove'iv TlV€<; flEAAOtev rue; aooA.errxov 
57 Kat '1T'AaV1JTO<;. ot 'Yap avBpw'IT'rov AO"fOt Kat Ta 

I r/.,. I ) !:.' \ )f f: \ \ \ '/T'UVTa rro't'trrflaTa ovoevoc; ac;ta 7Tpoc; T'TJV 'IT'apa 
TWV Bewv cd'IT'VOtav Kat orrot 'Yap 'IT'OT€ 

rroqwl. Kat aA.?JBe'ic; KaT' avB pw'/T'OV<; AO"fOt 'IT'epl. 
Bewv Te Kat TOV rrUfl7TavToc;, ouK &vev Betac; T€ 2 
;:} "\ I \ I > • 1, ' e I Kat TVX1J<; ev 'I' vxv 'IT'OT€ av pro1rwv 
€'Yevov7"o ota TWv 7TpwTwv flavTtKwv Te Kat Beiwv 

58 avopwv. oiov €v 8Jp4KV nva AE"fOVrrtv 'Oprf>ea 
"f€VErrBat, Mourr?J<; viov, &A.A.ov o€ 7TOlflEVa €v 
lJpet TlVt Tfjc; BotwTiac; avTWV aKovrrat TWV 
MovrrwV' orrot oe avev OatfLOVLOV KaToxfJc; Kat 
E7T't7TVOLa<; AO"fOV<; Ttvac; rue; a/I..'T]Be'ic; 'IT'ap' aVTWV 
EKOfltrrav elc; TOV {3iov, &To'/T'ot Kat 7TOV?Jpot.3 

AKDV€ TOVO€ TOV flVBov rrrpoopa E"fP'YJ"fOpwc; 
T€ Kat Tov vovv 1rporrexwv, o'JT'roc; otaflV1JflOveurrac; 

1rpoc; eKe'ivov p r/>1Jfl[ rre rrvflf3a/l..e'iv. 
i!rrTt oe 7T€pt TOVO€ TOV Beov, 'IT'ap' o/ vvv f(j fl6V. 

59 flEV 'Yap, rue; '/T'aVT€<; AE"fOVrrt, viae; 
'AAKfl1V1J<;, {3arrtA.evr;; oe ou flOVOV , Ap"fOV<;, aA.A.a 
Ka£ Tfjc; ( EA.A.aooc; a7Tarr7J<;. ( TOVTO o€ ot 7TOAAOt 
OUK (rrarrtv, aA.A.' OTl aUTO<; U"TpaTevo-
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1 re after &.vlipl deleted by Reiske. 
2 .-. R<Ciske : ?ran. 
3 a-ro'lro< Kal 7rOV1/pOl Schwartz : &.rtl'lrOVS "") 7rOV1/p06s. 

THE FIRST DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

The manner of her prophesying was not that of most 
men and women who are said to be inspired ; she did 
not gasp for breath, whirl her head about, or try to 
terrify with her glances, but spoke with entire self-
control and moderation. 

"Some day," she said, "you will meet a mighty 
man, the ruler of very many lands and peoples.1 Do 
not hesitate to tell him this tale of mine even if there 
be those who will ridicule you for a prating vagabond. 
For the words of men and all their subtleties are as 
naught in comparison with the inspiration and speech 
due to the promptings of the gods. Indeed, of all the 
words of wisdom and truth current among men about 
the gods and the universe, none have ever found 
lodgment in the souls of men except by the will and 
ordering of heaven and through the lips of the 
prophets and holy men of old. For instance, they 
say there once lived in Thrace a certain Orpheus, a 
Muse's son; and on a certain mountain of Boeotia 
another, a shepherd who heard the voices of the 
Muses themselves.2 Those teachers, on the other 
hand, who without divine possession and inspiration 
have circulated as true stories born of their own 
imaginings are presumptuous and wicked. 

" Hear, therefore, the following tale and listen 
with vigilance and attention that you may remember 
it clearly and pass it on to that man whom I say you 
will meet. It has to do with this god in whose presence 
we now are. Heracles was, as all men agree, the son 
of Zeus and Alcmene, and he was king not only of 
Argos but of all Greece. (Most people, however, 
do not know that Heracles was continually absent 

1 Trajan. a Linus, who was worshipped on Mount Helicon 
in Boeotia. Virgil (Eclogue 4. 55-6) and Apollodorus (Bwlio-
tkeca 1.3.2) also couple the names of Orpheus and Linus. 
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p.evor; tea£ cpvXaTT(J)lJ Tf]lJ apx'l}v, o£ EvpvuOea 
cpaul flau,Xevew TOTe.1 Taiha p.ev oiiv XeryeTat 

I f J J " ) ' ""' J I "' 60 p.anJV v'TT' avTwv. eteewor; oe ov p.ovov T1J<; 
flautXevr;, aXX' a7r' avluxovTor; 

JLEXP' 7rau1Jr; ry-Tjr; tea£ Trov 
avOp(;J'TT'(J)lJ a'TT'aVT(J)lJ 7rap' olr; iepa EUTLV 'Hpa-

61 "' ' .3. 'I'' ' to ' ' "\ , tell.eovr;. .,,v oe teat 'TT'E'TT'ataevp.evor; a'TT'AW<;, ov 
"' , , to\ "'' \ 'Tl'OAVTpo7rwr; ovve 7rep,TTW<; uo'f'tup.aut teat 7rav· 

avOprlmwv 
Aeryovut tea£ TaVTa 7rep£ 'HpateAEOV<;, ror; 

ryvp.vor; fie' p.ovov gxwv Xeonfjv tea£ po7raXov. 
(.2 Tofho oihwr; Xeryovutv, 8n Etee'ivor; oihe xpvulov 

olhe apryvptov olhe euOijTa 7rep£ 'TT'OAAOV E'TT'Ote'iTo, 
' "E: a"'"'a TavTa 7ravTa TOV p.1Jvevor; a5 ta 

l)uov teal xap£uau8a,, woXXo'ir; 
ryoiJv ov p.ovov &7retpa ryfjv tea£ 
aryeXar; 2'7r7rwv tea£ florov, aXXtt flau,Xelar; tea£ 
'TT'OAet<; 8Xar; E'TT'f.UTeve ryttp aVTOV 
'TT'UVTa etva' teal ovSev 

63 To'ir; eiJvotav Trov XaflovTwv. ov 
' , 'I'\ , ""' 8' "' " to\ , Totvvv ovve eteetvo a"-1J er; 'f'autv, on V1J 7rept?Je' 
, , " ' ' ' , ' pavor; avev uTpaTtar;. ov ryap vvvaTov woXetr; 

>f: \ I J e I "\ I Te e5 atpetv teat Tvpavvovr; av pw7rovr; teaTall.Vetv 
teal 'TT'fiUt 'TT'alJTaxoiJ 7rpOUTaTTe'V xoopt<; 
p.ewr;. 8n avTOVP"fO<; teal TV +vxfi 7rpo-
Ovp.or; Kat TO urop.a iteavor; teal 'TT'tLVT(J)V p.aXtuTa 
E'TT'OVet, p.ovov avTOV gcpauav flaU,etv tea£ 7rpaT-
Tetv li'TT'avTa 8ua flov)..otTo. 

64 Kal p.f]v () rye avTOV E'TT'lpeXetav 

1 The passage in its present corrupt state does not yield 
the required sense. Cohoon suggests oV/l' for aM' and al\l\' 
for ol a'; Capps would simply delete aM'. After Tdore the 
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from Argos because he was engaged in making expe-
ditions and defending his kingdom, but they assert 
that Eurystheus was king at this time. These, 
however, are but their idle tales.) And he was 
not only king of Greece, but also held empire 
over every land from the rising of the sun to the 
setting thereof, aye, over all peoples where are found 
shrines of Heracles. He had a simple education too, 
with none of the elaboration and superfluity devised 
by the unscrupulous cleverness of contemptible men. 

" This, also, is told of Heracles : that he went 
unclothed and unarmed except for a lion's skin and a 
club, and they add that he did not set great store by 
gold or silver or fine raiment, but considered all such 
things worth nothing save to be given away and 
bestowed upon others. At any rate he made presents 
to many men, not only of money without limit and 
lands and herds of horses and cattle, but also of whole 
kingdoms and cities. For he fully believed that 
everything belonged to him exclusively and that 
gifts bestowed would call out the good-will of the 
recipients. Another story which men tell is untrue : 
that he actually went about alone without an army. 
For it is not possible to overturn cities, cast down 
tyrants, and to dictate to the whole world without 
armed forces. It is only because, being self-reliant, 
zealous of soul, and competent in body, h6 sur-
passed all men in labour, that the story arose that he 
travelled alone and accomplished single-handed 
whatsoever he desired. 

"Moreover, his father took great pains with him, 

MSS. have fis 1ravT"'v </><l\o7rovtf>Ta.Tos Ka.l 1rol\/.r Kpelror"'" orwv 
deleted by Kayser. 

I Capps : 1rporr-yevorr8a.•. 
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E7r0£€L'TO, 'T€ aryaea, E'Trt'TrE/-'71"0>11 Kat el<> 
avepro7rO>V arya()wp l1ryrov. OE 

8t' olrovwv Kat 8t' Kat 8ta 7rau1J<; 
65 E7r€t OE eropa 

11pX,etv airrov, ov Twv ovoe Twv 7rAeove-
Etwv wv eVf!KfV oi 'TrOAAOt 'TOV'TOV 1 

epwO"tv, aA.A.' rot; tlv OVV1J'Tat 'TrAftiT'Ta Kat 7rA.el-
.. ""' ' I J "' I IT'TOV<; €V 71"0£€£111 E'TrttT'Ta/-'EVO<; aV'TOV "fEVVataV 
\ .,.1.. I r1 f "" t1 ,! OVtTaV 'T1JV 't'VIT£11, 0/-'0>'i: OE V'TrOVOO>V OITOV 'IV 

Ell avT{jJ ()V1JTOV Kat Cln 7roA.A.a 
• , () ' 1 , ' , ... ' ev av pro7rOt<; 7rOV1Jpa €£1] TPV't'1J'i: Kat aKo"'auta<; 

' ...... ' ' " ' A.. ' Kat 71"0"'"'0£ 7rapaTp€7rOVITtV aKOV'Ta 'TOll 71"€'/'VKO'Ta 
bp()w<; €Ero Tfjt; avTOV cpvuero<; 'TE Kat "fVW/-'1J'i:-
TaVTa KEAf!VO"a<; a 

66 oe'i 'TrOtEtV. 0 OE el<; evOa 
VEO<; &111 hpecpE'TO 'HpaKAfj<;, 'T€ &t; Eff} 

Kat 'Trap' CITOV 71"€/-'cp()e£,, Kat 11ryet A.afl6Jv av'TOV 
/J,cppatT'TOV Kat /1flaTOII av{)pro7rOt<; OOOV, ero<; 
e1rl Ttva l5pov<; 7reptcpavfj Kat qcpo8pa 

'Ttt OE eEroeev Oetvro<; U'TrO'TO/-'OV KP"l/-'VO'i<; 
op()lot<; Kat fla()ela cpaparyryt 'TrO'Ta/-'OV KVKAO> 7r€pt-

' ' ' ',., ' .. , 't-' ppeovTo<;, 1ro"'vv 'f' o'l'ov TE Kat 1J)(,OV allaotoOIITo<;, 
rot; 'TOt<; KcL'TO>{)EV avaf]AE'TrOVITt op8,q{)at 
, A..' ' .... ()' .. '1-ft' , avro KOPV't'1JV, TO oE a"'1J Et; 1JV EK 

67 pls1J<;, Kat 7rOAV rye EKa-
AEt'TO OE av'TWV T] flaulA.eto<; 11Kpa, iepa 
toto<; flautA.ero<;, T] 8e hepa Tvcpwvo<; 

8vo OE elxov lEroeev ecpooov<; el<; 
tl 12t I t\fll"\. ',1,."\.f"\ avTa<;, EKaTepa, 1J aut"'eto<; au'l'a"'1J 
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1 TOVTov Empirius : .,..Jo..o/,.,.gu, 
I p.lav added by Reiske. 
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implanting in him noble impulses and bringing him 
into the fellowship of good men. He would also give 
him guidance for each and every enterprise through 
birds and burnt offerings and every other kind of 
divination. And when he saw that the lad wished 
to be a ruler, not through desire for pleasure and 
personal gain, which leads most men to love power, 
but that he might be able to do the greatest good to 
the greatest number, he recognized that his son 
was naturally of noble parts, and yet suspected how 
much in him was mortal and thought of the many 
baneful examples of luxurious and licentious living 
among mankind, and of the many men there were to 
entice a youth of fine natural qualities away from 
his true nature and his principles even against his will. 
So with these considerations in mind he despatched 
Hermes after instructing him as to what he should 
do. Hermes therefore came to Thebes, where the 
lad Heracles was being reared, and told him who he 
was and who had sent him. Then, taking him in 
charge, he led him over a secret path untrodden of 
man till he came to a conspicuous and very lofty 
mountain-peak whose sides were dreadfully steep 
with sheer precipices and with the deep gorge of a 
river that encompassed it, whence issued a mighty 
rumbling and roaring. Now to anyone looking up 
from below the crest above seemed single; but it 
was in fact double, rising from a single base ; and the 
two peaks were far indeed from each other. The 
one of them bore the name Peak Royal and was 
sacred to Zeus the King; the other, Peak Tyrannous, 
was named after the giant Typhon. There were two 
approaches to them from without, each having one. 
The path that led to Peak Royal was safe and broad, 
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Kat 7r A.aTe'iav, T€ Kat 
Ot' elG'tEVa£ Ecp' app..aTO<; EAaVVOVTa, Et T(f> 
oeoop..evov €t'Y] 7rapa TOV p..eytG'TOV &eoJV' -l] o€ 
ETEpa T€ /Cat (]'/COAttiV Kat TOV' 

oZxeG'Bat "aTa 
Twv "P'YJf'-VWV "a£ Tov lhe oZp..at 7rapa 

68 otK'rJV lovmr;. cpatveTat p..€v ovv, o7rep ifcp'rJv, To'i, 
7roA.A.o'ir;, aTE opWG'£ p..aKpo8ev, ap..rpw p..£a TE 

/Cat EV TaVT/jl G'xeoov, V7r€PEX€£ o€ -l] 
TOG'OVTOV, (/)G'T, EICe{v'rJ p..€v E'lravw Twv 

verpwv EG'TlV EV avT/jl T/jl 1 KaBaplp /Cat al8p£rp 
af.pt, -l] o€ eTepa 'lrOAV KaTWTEpw, 7T€pt 
p..aA.tG'Ta Thv Twv verpwv G'KOTetvh 

69 

Kal. axA.vwo,r;. 
"A ' ' 'E ' 't:- t: ' ' rywv ovv e/CetG'e o Pl'-?7'> e7reoet,.e T'rJV 't'VG'tV 

TOV xwptov. TOV oe 'Hpa!CA.eovr;, aT€ VEOV /Cat 
cfnA.oTip..ov, 7rpo0vp..ovp..€vov OeaG'aG'Oat Ta ifvoov, 
0 ' " ,J,. ' " \ ,J,. "<:' \ <:-V/COVV e7rov, 't''rJG'lV, tva "at G'a't'w<; tovr; T'rJV ota-

, , 2 ,.,. " " , e , , , , 't'opav /Cat TWV a"'"'wv, a "'av avet Tour; aVO'rJTOVr;. 
70 E7r€0€L/CVV€V ovv avT/jl 7rpWTOV E'lrt Tij<; p..e£,ovo<; 

"opvrpijr; "aO'YJp..EV'YJV €v Bpovrp A.ap..7rprp ryvva'iKa 
evetoij /Cat p..eryaA.'YJV, EG'Bijn A.evKfj /C€/COG'f'-'YJf'-EV'YJV, 
(]'"ij7rTpov lfxovG'aV DV XPVG'OVV ovoe apryvpovv, 
aA.A.' ETEpa<; rpVG'€W<; mOapfis "a£ 'lrOAV A.ap..7rpo-
TEpa<;, 07rolav p..aA.tG'ra TfJV "Hpav ryparpovG't' 

7I TO oe 7rpOG'W7rOV cbatopov op..ov /Cat G'€f'-VOV, W<; 
TOV<; p..ev aryaOov<; a'lraVTa<; Oappe'iv opwvTa<;, 
KaKOI' o€ f'-'YJDeva ovvaG'Oat 7rpoG'tDe'iv, p..aA.A.ov 
• ' > () ,.. \ ,, ... I, ) {;)"'\. I"'" \ \ ,., 'YJ TOV a(]' €V'YJ T'YJV 0 't' lV avat-J"'€ 't' at 7rpo<; TOV TOV 
-l]A.iov /CV/CAOV' ICaOeG'T'YJ"O<; Se "al. ael. 3 op..otov 
avTi}<; TO eloo<; opaG'Oat Kat TO ov p..eTa-

' "" \ 1:>' ',J,. ' \ ' ' 72 rpe7Top..evov· 7ro"'"''YJV o ev't''YJf'-tav Te "at 'YJG'VXtav 
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so that a person mounted on a car might enter 
thereby without peril or mishap, if he had the per-
mission of the greatest of the gods. The other was 
narrow, crooked, and difficult, so that most of those 
who attempted it were lost over the cliffs and in the 
flood below, the reason being, methinks, that they 
transgressed justice in taking that path. Now, as I 
have said, to most persons the two peaks appear to 
be practically one and undivided, inasmuch as they 
see them from a distance; but in fact Peak Royal 
towers so high above the other that it stands above 
the clouds in the pure and serene ether itself, whereas 
the other is much lower, lying in the very thick of the 
clouds, wrapped in darkness and fog. 

" Hermes then explained the nature of the place to 
Heracles as he led him thither. But when Heracles, 
ambitious youth that he was, longed to see what was 
within, he said,' Follow, then, that you may see with 
your own eyes the difference in all other respects 
also, things hidden from the foolish.' He there-
fore took him first to the loftier peak and showed him 
a woman seated upon a resplendent throne. She was 
beautiful and stately, clothed in white raiment, and 
held in her hand a sceptre, not of gold or silver, but 
of a different substance, pure and much brighter-a 
figure for all the world like the pictures of Hera. 
Her countenance was at once radiant and full of 
dignity, so that all the good could behold it without 
fear, but no evil person could gaze upon it any more 
than a man with weak eyes can look up at the orb 
of the sun; composed and steadfast was her mien, 
and her glance did not waver. A profound stillness 

1 -r• after -rip deleted by Arnim. 2 «al added by Capps. 
3 &•l added by Arn-im. 
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af)opv{Bov teaTexetv Tov To'IT'ov· 1 8e &7TavTa 
p.e(TTa Kap7TWV Te eVO'YJVOVVTWV a'IT'O 
'IT'aVTO<; ryevov<;. 'IT'apijv Se XPVUO<; avTOfh 
&7TXeTo<; ueuwpevp.evo<; &pryvpo<; xaXKO<; 

ULO'YJpO<;' ov p.t}V JKeLV'YJ rye ovoev Trji xpvufp 
7rpoueixev ovoe JTep'IT'eTO, aXXa p.Q.XXov TOt<; 
Kaf.'IT'Ot<; Te Kat 

73 oov 0 'HpaKXfjr; 'fioeuB'YJ Te 
Bplaue, Ttf.LWV Kat ue{Bop,evor;, ror; b_v aryaBor; 7Tair; 
ft'YJTEpa ryevvalav. Kat i]peTo Tlr; Jun Bewv TOV 
'Epp.ijv· 0 oe el'IT'ev, AfJT'YJ UO£ p.aKapla oalp.wv 
BautXela, dtO<; {BautXewr; eKryovo<;. 0 oe 'HpaKXijr; 
Jxap'l'] JBapp'l']ue 7rp0<; Kat a0Btr; 

uVv aVTfi ryvva'iJCar;. Tlver; elulv ; 
Etp'YJ' W<; p.eryaXo'IT'pe'IT'et<; Kat 

74 appevw'IT'ol. ''Hoe p.ev, fcP'YJ· UOt 7rpouopwua 
ryopryov Te J" Begtwv KaB'I']p.ev'TJ, .6.[K7J, 
'TTXelunp !Cat cpavepwnfmp Xap.'IT'ovua KaXXet. 
'IT'apa oe Evvop.la, 'lf'IXVV op.ola ftLKpOv 

75 Otacpepovua TO eloor;. J/C oe TOV J7Tt BaTepa 
p.epov<; ucpoopa ropa£a /Cat a{Bpw<; JuTaXp.eV'YJ 
Kat p.etotwua UAV'TTW<;' KaXoiiuw 
0 o' Jryryvr; OVTO<; Tij<; BautXelar; 7rap' 
auTO TO UICij7TTpov ep.'IT'pouBev luxvpo<; 
7ToXtor; Kat p.eryaXorppwv, ovTo<; 2 KaXeimt 
Nop.or;, 0 oe auTO<; Kat Aoryor; 'OpBor; ICeiCA'YJTat 
'i.vp.{BOVAO<; Ilapeopo<;, OV X,Wp),r; OVOEV J/CeLVat<; 
'IT'paga, Bep.tr; ovoe otavorJBijvat. 

76 TavTa p.'ev oov a/COVWV opwv JTep7TeTO /Cat 
7rpoue'ixe T0v voVv, oV0€7TO'TE aVTWv ETrt--

1 Empirius : dv"'· 
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and unbroken quiet pervaded the place; everywhere 
were fruits in abundance and thriving animals of 
every species. And immense heaps of gold and 
silver were there, and of bronze and iron; yet she 
heeded not at all the gold, nor did she take delight 
in it, but rather in the fruits and living creatures. 

" Now when Heracles beheld the woman, he was 
abashed and blushes mantled his cheeks, for he felt 
that respect and reverence for her which a good son 
feels for a noble mother. Then he asked Hermes 
which of the deities she was, and he replied, ' Lo, that 
is the blessed Lady Royalty, child of King Zeus.' And 
Heracles rejoiced and took courage in her presence. 
And again he asked about the women who were with 
her. ' Who are they? ' said he; ' how decorous and 
stately, like men in countenance!' 'Behold,' he 
replied, ' she who sits there at her right hand, whose 
glance is both fierce and gentle, is Justice, aglow with 
a surpassing and resplendent beauty. Beside her 
sits Civic Order, who is very much like her and differs 
but slightly in appearance. On the other side is a 
woman exceeding beautiful, daintily attired, and 
smiling benignly; they call her Peace. But he who 
stands near Royalty, just beside the sceptre and 
somewhat in front of it, a strong man, grey-haired 
and proud, has the name of Law; but he has also been 
called Right Reason, Counsellor, Coadjutor, without 
whom these women are not permitted to take any 
action or even to purpose one.' 

" With all that he heard and saw Heracles was 
delighted, and he paid close attention, determined 

1 31! Arnim, who, following Wilamowitz, unnecessarily 
brackets ICIJAEtTIJI : 3t 
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'>..'TJUOJLEVO<;. Jv'TeV0€V J7r€t /Ca'T£6V'TE<; JryeVOV'TO 
!CaTa e£uooov, tl.evpo, Of.auat 

\ \ f I .$, > ' "\ "\ \ \ !Cat 'T'TJV eTepav, ,,,. t:pwutv ot 7TO"'"'o' Kat 7repr 
7To">..">..a Kat 7ravToDa7Ta 7rparyp.aTa lfxovut: 

"" I f "\ I "t'OVEVOV'TE<; 0£ 'Ta"'at7TWpOt, 7Tatoe<; 'TE "f0V€VU£ 
7ro">..71.a!Ct<; E7Tt(3ov">..evovn;r; Kat ryove'ir; 7ratut !Cat 
> \:' "\A.. \ '\:' "\A.. \ I \ ' aoe"'"t'ot aoe"'"t'ot<;, 'TO p.erytu'TOV Ka/COV E7T£7TO-o ,. \ 11'. 'f: I \ , I OVV'TE<; /Cat p.a!Capt.,OV'TE<;, EsOVUtaV fLE'Ta avota<;• 

77 !Cat 7rpW'TOV JLEV av'Trj) ra 7TEpt e£uooov 
>\:' I ' I \ 'A.. I 1\:' "\ \ EOELKVVEV, W<; p.ta JLEV E"t'atVE'TO 7rpOO'TJ"'O<;, !Cat 

' \ \ I I '9 ) ,1,. "\. \ aV'T'TJ uxeoOV 07TO£aV 7rpO'TEpOV E£7TOV, E7T£U"t'a"''TJ'> 
Kat 7Tap' avTov f/>epovua Tov "P'TJJLVov, 7roA.">..a£ 
o€ a01J">..Ot Kat af/>avt:'i<; CtaOVUE£<;, Kat KVKAW 

"" f I f I \ f 1 t ', 7Ta<; V7TOVOJLO<; 0 'T07TO<; /Cat ota'TETP'TJJLEVO<; V7T 
afJ'TOV oip.at 'TOV Op6vov, al ce 7TapoCot /Cat 
aTpa7TOt 7Tauat 7TEf/>vpp.evat atp.a'T£ Kat JLEU'Tat 
VEKpwv. Ota oe 'TOV'TWV OVCEp.ta<; av'TOV, 
a">..">..a 2 KaOapwTepav, c'he olp.at 

€uop.t:vov p.ovov.a 
78 'Em:£ oe eluf]">..Oov, KaTa">..ap.(3avovut Tvpav-

vloa Ka01]p.EV'YJV Jge7TL'T'TJOE<; 7rpOU7TOtov-
JLEV'YJV /Cat af/>op.otovuav 'Tfi Baut">..t:la, 7To">..v 
1:'' • ' 1 f" ' 4 • .r,.,..." ' ' ' ' O€, ro<; EVOfLt'>EV, EV V 'f' 'I"'O'Tt:prp Kat KpEt'T'TOV£ 
'Tfl' 5 Opovrp, p.vp£ar; a">..">..a<> Ttvar; lfxovn ry">..v4Jar; 
Kat OtaOeuet 6 xpvuov /Cat €'71.e4Jav'TO<; Ka' -1]">-.f.-
K'TpOV Kat €(3evov Kat 7TavToOa7rwv xpwp.aTwv 

1 1i<a.TETP'IJ!J.evos Cobet: 1ita.TET!J.'1Jp.Jvos. 
• added by Capps. 3 plwov added by Cobet. 
4 lv added by Gasda. 6 T'l' Capps : Tq1. 
8 3ta.8Jrre• Reiske: 3ta.8err•u. 

1 Dio calls power conjoined with folly the greatest evil, 
but it is power alone that men covet. Yet when the wrong 
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never to forget it. But when they had come down 
from the higher peak and were at the entrance to 
Tyranny, Hermes said,' Look this way and behold 
the other woman. It is with her that the majority 
of men are infatuated and to win her they give 
themselves much trouble of every kind, committing 
murder, wretches that they are, son often conspiring 
against father, father against son, and brother 
against brother, since they covet and count as felicity 
that which is the greatest evil-power conjoined with 
folly.' 1 He then began by showing Heracles the 
nature of the entrance, explaining that whereas only 
one pathway appeared to view, that being about as 
described above-perilous and skirting the very edge 
of the precipice-yet there were many unseen and 
hidden corridors, and that the entire region was 
undermined on every side and tunnelled, no doubt 
up to the very throne, and that all the passages and 
bypaths were smeared with blood and strewn with 
corpses. Through none, however, of these passages 
did Hermes lead him, but along the outside one that 
was less befouled, because, I think, Heracles was to 
be a mere observer. 

" When they entered, they discovered Tyranny 
seated aloft, of set purpose counterfeiting and making 
herself like to Royalty, but, as she imagined, on a 
far loftier and more splendid throne, since it was not 
only adorned with innumerable carvings, but em-
bellished besides with inlaid patterns of gold, ivory, 
amber, ebony, and substances of every colour. Her 

sort of men gain power, folly is the result. Aristotle, Frag. 
89, p. 1492, 1. 11 (Berlin ed.) says: Tlt<Tet ••• tbra.t3evrrla. 
p.•T' i!ovrrla.s llvo<a.v.-" Ignorance conjoined with power 
produces folly." 
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7T'€7T'Ot!CtXf-Levrp. o€ {3acnv OV/C 
0 Opovor; ovo€ aXA.a /CtVOVfLEVO<; T€ 

7:) o€ ovS' CiA.Xo ovoev ev /COCJ"fl-(1) 
' • .,. "\ ' ' 1: " ' , ' ota/CEtfLEVov, a"'"'a 7rpor; oo..,av a1ravra /Cat aXa-

'ovdav 7T'aXXa f-LEV cr!Cij7T'Tpa, 1roXXat 
' , ' A. "\ ' oe Ttapat /Cat otaorJf-Lara E7T't TrJ<; /CE't'a"'7J<;. /Cat 

f-LlfLOVfLEV7] TO E/CELVrJ<; f-L€V TOV 
,/, "\ '0 f \ ' I \ 7rpou't't"'ovr; fLEtotaf-LaTo<; Ta7retvov eueurJpEt /Cat 

iJ7rovXov' avrt S€ TOV U€f-LVOV {3A.ef-Lf-LaTO<; U/CV-
80 8pw7rOV vcpewparo Kat Ciryptov. ?va Se cpaivotro 

"\'A. , 'Q" ' ' f-LE"fa"'o't'pwv, ov rovr; 7rpoutovrar;, 
aXX' V7T'epewpa 1 /Cat E/C S€ TOVTOV 
1rautv a7T'7JX8dvero, 1ravTar; Se ICa87J-
fLEvrJ S€ OV/C €Svvaro, eaf-Ltva oe /CV!CA.rp 
7r€pt€{3X€7T'€ /Cat 7raXA.a!Ct<; E/C TOV Opovov. 

\ t'\ I )/ 'rf... '"'\ ' " 
To oe xpvutov atcrxtcrTa e't'v"'aTTev ev rot<; 
ICOA.7rot<;, 7raXtv oe €ppi7rT€t cpo{37]8e'iua aOpoov, 
eh' eVOur; [) Tt exot Tt<; TWV 7T'aptovrwv 

81 !Cat TO {3paxvrarov. S€ 
TOVTO f-L€v aA.ovpryiSwv, TOVTO oe cpotvt/CWV, TOVTO 
o€ !CpO!CWTWV' Se !Cal. Xev/Cot TtV€<; cpatvo-
f-L€VO£ TWV 7T'E7rXwv· 7raXXa oe Kat /Car€pp7]1CTO 
Tij<; uroXi]r;. XPWf-LaTa o€ 7T'aVTOOa7ra 
cpo(3ovf-LEV7] /Cat arywvtooua a7T'tUTOUUa Ka£ 

7T'OTE f-LEV V7T'O XV7T'7]<; 
\ <:'\ ',/,' I ' \ 7T'OT€ oe v't' 7JOOV7J<; fLETewpor; ewparo, Kat vvv 

f.lEV €ry€Xa TrP 7rpauw7rrp 7ravv aueXrywr;, 7T'aXtv 
82 S€ eVOu<; S€ [)f-LtXor; 

1 b1rep•wpa. Reiske : b<J>•wpa.. 
8 Empirius unnecessarily alters -/j")IVOEL to b7r<VO<<, ''regarded 

them with suspicion." 
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throne, however, was not secure upon its foundation 
nor firmly settled, but shook and slouched upon 
its legs. And in general things were in disorder. 
everything suggesting vainglory, ostentation, and 
luxury-many sceptres, many tiaras and diadems for 
the head. Furthermore, in her zeal to imitate the 
character of the other woman, instead of the friendly 
smile Tyranny wore a leer of false humility, and 
instead of a glance of dignity she had an ugly and 
forbidding scowl. But in order to assume the 
appearance of pride, she would not glance at those 
who came into her presence but looked over their 
heads disdainfully. And so everybody hated her, 
and she herself ignored everybody. She was 
unable to sit with composure, but would cast her eyes 
incessantly in every direction, frequently springing 
up from her throne. She hugged her gold to her 
bosom in a disgusting manner and then in terror would 
fling it from her in a heap, then she would forthwith 
snatch at whatever any passer-by might have, were 
it never so little. Her raiment was of many colours, 
purple, scarlet and saffron, with patches of white, 
too, showing here and there from her skirts, since her 
cloak was torn in many places. From her counten-
ance glowed all manners of colours 1 according to 
whether she felt terror or anguish or suspicion or 
anger; while at one moment she seemed prostrate 
with grief, at another she appeared to be in an 
exaltation of joy. At one time a quite wanton smile 
would come over her face, but at the next moment 
she would be in tears. There was also a throng ot 

1 Cf. Plato, Lysis 222 B: 6 li€ '17rrro9J.l\7Js v1ro Ti)s r11iovi)s 
.-a.vTolia,.d. 'h<J>lE< xpwp.aTa.-" And Hippothales' countenanM 
from pleasure glowed with all manner of eolours." 
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ryvvatKC:JV OVDEV EKe£vat<; Of.LO[wv at<; ecpr]V elvat 

Bao-tA.etav, aA.A.' 'Df.LIJT1]<; Kat "T/3pt<; 

Kat 'Avof.L[a Kat at 7rao-at Sd.cpOetpov 

Kat KaKtO"Ta d7rwA.A.vov. dvTt S€ <PtA.£a<; 

KoA.aKe£a 7rapflv, Kat av€A.€VfJepo<;, 
OVD€f.Lla<; E7rt/3ovA.evovo-a hetvwv, aA.A.tt 

wiA.to-Ta 7/"aVTWV drroA.eo-at S1JTOVO"a. 
83 'Dr; S€ Kat TavTa iKavwr; TeOeaTo, 7rvvfJav€Tat 

avTOV 0 'Epf.Lf'!<; 7/"IJTepa avTOV dpf.o-ete TWV 7rpary-

f.LaTwv 1 Kat 7roTepa Twv ryvvaucwv. dA.A.d. 
f.LEV ETepav, ecp1], fJavf.Lasw Kat arya7rw, Kat DOKe'i 

f.l-0£ Oeo<; aA.1]fJw<; eivat, Kat f.LaKaptO"f.LOV 

M;£a, TaVT1JV o€ VO"Tepav JxfJ£uT?JV erywrye 

Kat f.LlapwTaT1JV, WO"T€ &v 
wo-atf.Ll KaTa TOVTOV TOV 0"/CO'TT"e'A.ov !Cat acpavi-

O"alf.Lt. TauT' ovv E7rr}veo-ev o 'Epf.Lf'!<; Kat Tip 
,,,..,.. , ... , ' "'" ' ... Q , 84 e't'pao-ev. /Ca/C€tvo<; €7/"ETpey ev avnp f-Jao-tA.evetv 
TOV O"VfL'TT"aVTO<; dvfJpw7rWV ryevov<;, ro<; lJvn fKavcjJ 

Totryapovv o7rov f.LEV foot TvpavvtSa Kat Tvpavvov, 
EKOA.a(;e /Cat cw/Jpet 7rapa T€ "EA.A-'1]0"£ /Cat /3ap-

/3apot<;" 07/"0V OE /3ao-tA.e£av /Cat /3ao-tA.ea, ET{fl-a 
Kat ecpuA.aTT€V. 

Kat ota TovTo Tf'!r; ryr,r; Kat Twv dv0pw7rwv 

ecp1] 2 elvat, ovx OT£ ,-a fJ'I]pta atJTOL<; 

ryap l£v Tt. JCa£ {3Acf,Y€te A.fwv 

I Reiske : .,-it 7rp&.')'fl.ctTa;. 2 :cp., added by Cohoon. 
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women about her, but they resembled in no respect 
those whom I have described as in attendance upon 
Royalty. These were Cruelty, Insolence, Lawless-
ness, and Faction, all of whom were bent upon 
corrupting her and bringing her to ignoble ruin. 
And instead of Friendship, Flattery was there, servile 
and avaricious and no less ready for treachery than 
any of the others, nay rather, zealous above all 
things to destroy. 

"Now when Heracles had viewed all this also to 
his heart's content, Hermes asked him which of the 
two scenes pleased him and which of the two women. 
'Why, it is the other one,' said he,' whom I admire 
and love, and she seems to me a veritable goddess, 
enviable and worthy to be accounted blest; this 
second woman, on the other hand, I consider so 
utterly odious and abominable that I would gladly 
thrust her down from this peak and thus put an end 
to her.' Whereupon Hermes commended Heracles 
for this utterance and repeated it to Zeus, who 
entrusted him with the kingship over all mankind 
as he considered him equal to the trust.1 And so 
wherever Heracles discovered a tyranny and a 
tyrant, he chastised and destroyed them, among 
Greeks and barbarians alike ; but wherever he found 
a kingdom and a king, he would give honour and 
protection." 

This, she maintained, was what made him 
Deliverer of the earth and of the human race, not 
the fact that he defended them from the savage 
beasts-for how little damage could a lion or a wild 

1 Another account of the choice of Hercules is found in 
Xenophon's Memorabilia 2.1.21, and in Cicero, de O.fficiisl. 32. 
It is said to have been invented by the sophist Prodicus. 
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f., ,.. , '"\. "\ , ' , ' ' '7 avc; WfP£"'> ;-a"-"- OT£ TOU') aV'I]f'€pOV') f(,a£ 
' > e I ' f"\ f" '\ ,.. t I 7TOV'I]povc; av pw1rouc; f/(,O"'a-,€ !(,a£ TWV V7T€p'l]cpavwv 

I 1"\. \ ',.1.... ,... \ 'I:; I 
TVpaVVWV KaT€1\-V€ !(,a£ a'f'rJPE£TO T'I]V €t;;OVG'£aV. 

Kat vvv TOVTO Kat {3o7]8oc; EG'T£ Kat 
,f.. 1"'\ f:: > <I <1\ I (.} 

uot T'IJ'> apX'rJ'> ewe; av Tvryxawac; "'aut-
A.evwv. 
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bear inflict ?-nay, it was the fact that he chastised 
savage and wicked men, and crushed and destroyed 
the power of overweening tyrants. And even to 
this day Heracles continues this work and you have 
in him a helper and protector of your government 
as long as it is vouchsafed you to reign. 
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THE SECOND DISCOURSE ON 
KINGSHIP 

The second Discourse on Kingship is put dramatically in 
the form of a dialogue between Philip of Macedon and his son 
Alexander, and in it the son is Dio's mouthpiece, in marked 
contrast to the situation in the fourth Discourse, where 
Diogenes-and therefore Dio-is opposed to Alexander. We 
are shown here the way in which the true king acts in the 
practical affairs of life, and the l:itoic ideal, drawn largely 
from Homer, is set forth. Toward the end the true king is 
contrasted with the tyrant. 

Although this Discourse is addressed to no one, von Arnim 
is led to conjecture from its martial tone that it was delivered 
before Trajan in A.D. lM on the eve of the Second Dacian 
War. 
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AeryeTal 7ToTe 'AA.eeavopov Tip 7TaTpl <PtA.i7T7T'f> 
p.etpaKtov lJvTa otaA.exOf'Jvcu 7Tepl 'Op.r}pov p.aA.a 

Kal ol oE athol A.oryot 
OVTOt UXEOOV T£ Kal 
>I '' ''A"'!t: !.' I eTvryxave p.ev ryap o 

p.na Tov KalTot Tov <l>tA.l7T7Tov 
0 OE ovx T' /CaTEXEW avToV, 

iflu7rep ol ryevva'iot ovx V7Top,evovutv 
> ">. I e > \ e I 'f: I > "\ l a7TOI\.E£7T6U at T6>V E7Tt 1Jpav e5tOVT6>V, an.l\.a 

Ta ot!up.a. 
2 evloTe p.Ev ovv TapaTTOVUtV EJI Tcjj gpryrp, ota 

VEOT1JTa Kal emOvp,lav !f>Oeryryop,t!VOt !Cal 7rp0 
TOV /Catpov TO e,plov wioTE rye 1 f'TJV 
elA.ov avTol TOtavTa 
g7Tauxe TO 7TpWTOV, ifluTf! Kal ev Xatp6>veiq, 

I \I A,\ J\ >I 1 0 
Tf! /Cat 't'aUtJI aVTOV atTlOV "f6V6U at, 

Tov Tov Klvovvov. 
ToTE o' ovv U7TO €v lllrp 

Iltt!plM gevov Kal TOV arywva 
'0' I > le " A, > .. Twv "'VJl-7TlWV en euav, ov 't'auw apxatov f!tvat 

1 -ye added by Reiske. 

1 In 338 B.o., when the Athenians and Boeotians were 
crushed. 

a The new Olympic festival, celebrated for nine days at 
Dium in Pieria, was founded by Archelaus (king of Macedonia, 
4l:HJ99 B.o.) in honour of Zeus and the Muses. Another 
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IT is said that Alexander, while still a lad, was once 
conversing with Philip his father about Homer in a 
very manly and lofty strain, their conversation being 
in effect a discussion of kingship as well. For 
Alexander was already to be found with his father 
on his campaigns, although Philip tried to discourage 
him in this. Alexander, however, could not hold 
himself in, for it was with the lad as with young dogs 
of fine breed that cannot brook being left behind 
when their masters go hunting, but follow along, 
often breaking their tethers to do so. It is true that 
sometimes, because of their youth and enthusiasm, 
they spoil the sport by barking and starting the game 
too soon, but sometimes too they bring down the 
game themselves by bounding ahead. This, in fact, 
happened to Alexander at the very beginning, so 
that they say he brought about the battle and 
victory of Chaeronea 1 when his father shrank from 
taking the risk. 

Now it was on this occasion, when they were at 
Dium in Pieria on their way home from the campaign 
and were sacrificing to the Muses and celebrating 
the Olympic festival,2 which is said to be an ancient 

account credits Philip Il, father of Alexander the Great, 
with founding it. See Krause, Olympia, p. 215; Diodorus 
17.16. It was rather the worship of the Muses that was an 
ancient institution in Pieria. Arrian, Anabasis 1.11. 
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3 7Tap' aVTOt<;. OVV avTOV 0 <l>{'l\,t7T7TO<; Jv 
Tfj uvvovu{a, TL 7TOTe, 6> 7Tat, ucpoopa oiJnilc; 
, ' "\ 1: ' ' ' '0 " <:' '/0 ' €K7TE7T"''YJ<;a£ TOV J.LYJ,OOV WUT€ otaTpt,_,El<; 7T€p£ 

I "" """ ' ""' I (' \ ,.. f.LOVOV TWV 7T0£1}TWV j exp1JV J.LEVTO£ f.LYJO€ TWV 
""' "\ , "\ " " A, ' ' • ,, <:' ' a!\.!\.WV af.L€!\.W<; exew• UO't'O£ ryap 0£ avopec;. Kat 
''A"' 't: o:- "A. "0 o:- " .. ' ' o "e,.avvpoc; f!.'t''YJ• Tt oaK€£ J.LOt, w 7TaTep, ov 
7Taua 7TOi7]Ut'i {3arn"Aet 7TpE7T€tV, C!Ju1rep ovoe 

-1 UTOAry. Trt J.LEV ovv &"A"Aa 7TOtry}LaTa erywrye 
Ttt J.LfV UVJ.L7TOT£Ktt avTWV, Ttt OE JpWTtKa, 

Ttt Oe iryKWJ.Lta aBATJTWV T€ Kat t7T7TWV VtKWVTWV, 
Ttt o' f7Tt TO'ic; TEBvewrn &pryvovc;, Ttt Oe ryeAWTO<; 
EVEKev .ry "AotOop[ac; 7T€7TOP}J.LEVa, wu1rep Trt TWV 
KWJ.LrpOoOtOauKa"Awv Kat Ttt TOV IIap{ov 7TOtYJTOV. 

5 ruwc; of. Ttva avTWV Kat OTJJ.LOTtKtt "AeryotT1 &v, 
UVJ.L/30VA€VOVTa Kat 7TapatVOVVTa TOt<; 7TOAAOt<; 
Kat lotwTatc;, KaBa1rep olf.Lat Ttt <I>wKvil.ioov Kat 
®eoryvtooc;· acp, wv Ti av wcpe"A1]Bi]vat OvvatTO 
' ' r ' tt av'Y}p 'Y}f.LtV OJ.Lotor;, 

7TaVTWV J.LEV KpaTE€£V J()f.:\wv, 7TaVTfiCTU£ o' 
' , avauu-ew; 

6 Thv Oe rye 'OJ.Lrypov 7T0[7]utv fJ-DV1]V opw TfjJ lJvn 
ryevva{av /Cat Kat f3aut"AtKryv, fJ 
1rpe1ret Tov vovv 7Tpouexetv &vopa J.La"A.tuTa J.LEV 
&p!;etv J.LEAAOVTa TWV 07TO£ 7TOTE av8pW7TWV, el 
Oe f.L1J, TWV 7TA€LUTWV Kat cpavepWTCLTWV, aTexvwr; 
rye fUOJ.L€VOV KaT' fKEtVOV 7TOlf.LEVa "'Aawv. .ry 7TW<; 
OVK 11T07TOV J.LEV }try €8€'Aetv .ry TfjJ apiuTrp 
xpiJuBat TOV /3aut"A€a, TWV Oe 7T0l1JTWV Kat TOt<; 

7 EVTvryxavew, WU7T€p uxo>-i,v &ryovTa ; ev 

1 Archilochus. 
2 Iliad l. 288, Homer's being changed to iOeil.wv. 
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institution in that country, that Philip in the course 
of their conversation put this question to Alexander: 
"Why, my son, have you become so infatuated with 
Homer that you devote yourself to him alone of all 
the poets? You really ought not to neglect the 
others, for the men are wise." And Alexander 
replied: " My reason, father, is that not all poetry, 
any more than every style of dress, is appropriate to 
a king, as it seems to me. Now consider the poems 
of other men; some I consider to be suitable indeed 
for the banquet, or for love, or for the eulogy of 
\ictorious athletes or horses, or as dirges for the dead, 
and some as designed to excite laughter or ridicule, 
like the works of the comic writers and those of the 
Parian poet.l And perhaps some of them might be 
called popular also, in that they give advice and 
admonition to the masses and to private citizens, 
as, for instance, the works of Phocylides and 
Theognis do. What is there in them by which a 
man could profit, who, like you or me, 

' aspires to be 
The master, over all to domineer.' 2 

The poetry of Homer, however, I look upon as alone 
truly noble and lofty and suited to a king, worthy of 
the attention of a real man, particularly if he expects 
to rule over all the peoples of the earth-or at any 
rate over most of them, and those the most prominent 
-if he is to be, in the strict sense of the term, what 
Homer calls a 'shepherd of the people.' 3 Or would it 
not be absurd for a king to refuse to use any horse 
but the best and yet, when it is a question of poets, 
to read the poorer ones as though he had nothing 

a Cf. Iliad 4, 296, for example. 
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>I (} )/ .J.. '9 I ' \ ' I HT £1 €'t''YJ, (I) 7raTep, eryro OU f.J-OVOV 
lTepov, aA.A.' ouoe JJ-fTpov aA.A.o TO 

,.... ' I ' f 

' 71'0t1)T1JV 

1Jpcpov atcouwv avexot-tat. 
IT&vv oVv 0 ct>iAt/Tr7TOc; aVTOv TJjc; 

JJ-eryaA.ocppotrVV1J<;, l5n of)A.o<; ouoev cpaVAOV OUOe 
Ta7r€lVOV E'TrlVOWV, aA.A.a TOt<; T€ tcal Toic; 

8 7rapa/3aAAOfJ-€VO<;. l)JJ-ro<; OE /CtVe'iv auTOV 
j3ouA.otJ-€VO<;, Tov oe 'Hrr£ooov, (1 'Axf.gavope, 
,"\. 1 ''t I ''rf... I 0' ll o"'tryou a5cov e't'1J• 7rOt1JT1JV; utc erywrye, 
Ei7rev, aA.A.a TOV 'TraVTO<;, ou JJ-EVTOt (3arrtA.evrrtv 
ovoe trTpaT1)ryo'ic; rrrwc;. , At.A.a TitrtV tcat 
0 , Axigavopoc; ryeA.arrac;, To'ic; 'TrOltJ-ftrtv, ecf>ry, tcat 

.... ' \ ... "" ' ' ' TOt<; T€/CTOtrt tcat TOt<; ryeropryot<;. TOU<; f.J-€V ryap 
7rOttJ-evac; cp1Jrrt cptA.etrrBat v7ro TWV Mourrwv, To'ic; 
oe Tf/CTOtr£ t-taA.a 7rapatve'i 7r1JA£tcov 

TOV agova T€fJ-€tV, tcat TOt<; ryewpryol,c;, 071'1]V£tca 
':! e 'e T' .. • ' ' 9 ap5arr at 71'£ ou. £ ouv; ouxc TavTa XP1Jtrtf.ta, 
ecp1J, TOt<; av8pomot<;, 0 <I>£Xt7r71'0<;; Oux 
rye, el7reV, & 7raTep, ouoe Matceoorrt TOt<; vvv, 
aAAtt 7rpoT€pov, Vff.J-OVT€<; tcat ryerop-
"fOVVT€<; 'IA.A.uptotc; f.oovA.euov tcat Tpt{3at.A.otc;. 
Ouoe Ttt 7r€pt TOV tr7ropov, ecp1J, tcat TOV atJ-1JTOV, 
0 <'P£A.t7r71'0<;, apeutcet trOt TOV 'HrrtoOOU JJ-EryaA.o-

.... ' I 7rp€7rW<; OUTW<; ; 

ITA.1]taowv 'A TAaryevf.wv E7rtT€AAOJJ-€Vawv 
apxerrB' atJ-1JTOV, apoTOtO OE 0Utr0f.J-€Va(J)V. 

10 TioA.v rye JJ-UAAOV, eZ7reV 0 'Axigavopoc;, Ttt 'Trap' 
'Ot-tnprp ryewpryttca. Kat 7rov 7rep£ rye(JJpry£ac; er-
prytcev "Ot-trypoc; ; 1]peTo o <I>£Xt7r7roc;. Ttt f.v TV 

1 Works and Days 368, 424, 609 f. 
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else to do? On my word, father, I not only cannot 
endure to hear any other poet recited but Homer 
but even object to any other metre than 
heroic hexameter." 

Then Philip admired his son greatly for his noble 
spirit, since it was plain that he harboured no un-
worthy or ignoble ideas but made the heroes and 
demigods his examples. Nevertheless, in his desire to 
arouse him, he said, " But take Hesiod, Alexander; do 
you judge him of little account as a poet? " " Nay 
not I," he replied," but of every account, though not 
for and generals, I suppose." " Well, then, for 
whom? And Alexander answered with a smile : 
" For shepherds, carpenters,! and farmers; since he 
says that shepherds are beloved by the Muses, and 
to carpenters he gives very shrewd advice as to how 
large they should cut an axle, and to farmers, when 
to broach a cask." 2 " Well," said Philip, " and is not 
such advice useful to men? " " Not to you and me, 
father," he replied," nor to the Macedonians of the 
present day, though to those of former times it was 
useful, when they lived a slave's life, herding and 
farming for Illyrians and Triballians." a " But do 
you not like these magnificent lines of Hesiod about 
seed-time and harvest ? " said Philip : 

" Mark well the time when the Pleiads, daughters 
of Atlas, are rising; 

Then begin with the harvest, but do not plough 
till their setting." ' 

" I much prefer what Homer says on farm-life," said 
Alexander. "And where," Philip asked, "has Homer 

1 Neighbours of the Macedonians to the west and east 
respectively, and despised as barbarians. 

' W orlcs and Days 383 f. 
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UCT7TiOt 1\eryet<; TWll apavllTWll tcab Bept-
SOllTWll tcat TPV"fWllTwll; "HtctCTTtt rye, et7T€ll o 
AXf.gallopo<;, a/\1\a Etce'illa 1ro/\v f.kil/\1\all' 

o[ o' C!J(n' a{h7JTlJp€<; EllallTiat 
O"ffhOll E/\avllOVCTtll allOpo<; {htttcapo<; tcaT' &pov-

pav 
7TVpwv i} tcpt8w1J' Ttt OE Opttry{haTa Tapcpea 

' 7Tt7TT€t' 
&., Tpwe<; /Cab 'Axawb E7T' OopoVT€<; 

I 'N " 1 ' >-,. ,/,. '(3 O!JOVll, ova eTepot f.kllWOllT o"oow 't'o oto. 

11 Taiha fhEllTat 7Tau;,ll ''Of.k7Jpa<; v7To 
'HCTtooov, 0 ci>i/\t7T7TO<; ei7T€V' iJ OVIC TO 
E7Tirypa{h{ha TO Ell 'E/\ttcwllt E7Tb Tau Tpi7ToOo<;· 

'HCTiooo<; Mova-at<; 'E/\ttcWlliCTt TOllO' allEB1]tc€V 
iJ{J,ll(f' Ell Xa/\JCiot Oe'iall "0 f.k7Jpav; 

K ' ,.,. <:- I ' 'A"' '1: <:- ' 12 at fha"'a otJCatw<;, €t7T€V o ,..,e._allopo<;, 7JTTaTa' 
OV ryap Ell (3aCTt/\euCTtV a/\1\' Ell ryewpryat,<; 
/Cab lotwTat<;, f.kil/\1\ov o€ Ell !we pw7Tal<; cpt/\'Y]OOllOl<; 
/Cab fha/\aJCOl<;. TotryapOVll nf.kvllaTO TOV<; Ev(3oea<; 
ota Ti]<> ''Of.krJpa<;. ITw<>; Bav-
f.kttCTa<; 0 ci>i/\t7T7TO<;. "OTt fhOllOV<; avTOV<; TWll 

7Tept€tcetpev atCTXtCTTa, KOf.kilV 07Tlu8ev 

1 Iliad 11. 67-71. 
2 The account of this mythical contest is found in the 

'OfJ.fJpov ""l 'Ho"<6oov &-yd,v (The Contest between Homer and 
Hesiod), which was composed in the time of Hadrian, but 
goes back to an earlier account by the rhetorician Alcidamas. 
It was developed out of a suggestion given in Hesiod's Works 
and Days 650 f. In the contest, which is supposed to have 
taken place at the funeral games of King Amphidamas in 
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anything to say about farming ? Or do you refer 
to the representations on the shield of men ploughing 
and gathering the grain and the grapes? " " Not at 
all," said Alexander, "but rather to these well-known 
lines: 

'As when two lines of reapers, face to face, 
In some rich landlord's field of barley or wheat 
Move on, and fast the severed handfuls fall, 
So, springing on each other, they of Troy 
And they of Argos smote each other down, 
And neither thought of ignominious flight.' 1 

"And yet, in spite of such lines as these," said 
Philip, " Homer was defeated by Hesiod in the con-
test. a Or have you not heard of the inscription 
w'bich is inscribed upon the tripod that stands on 
\Iount Helicon? 

' Hesiod offered this gift to the Muses on Helicon's 
mountain 

When at Chalcis in song he had vanquished 
Homer, the godlike.' " 

" And he richly deserved to be defeated," rejoined 
Alexander, " for he was not exhibiting his skill 
before kings, but before farmers and plain folk, or, 
rather, before men who were lovers of pleasure and 
effeminate. And that is why Homer used his poesy 
to avenge himself upon the Euboeans.'' " How 
so? " asked Philip in wonder. " He singled them 
out among all the Greeks for a most unseemly hair-
cut, for he makes them wear their hair in long 

Cha.lcis, verses of both poets, both real and made up, are 
brought forward. The judge makes Hesiod the victor, but 
the audience favours Homer. 
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',.1.. ' t1 " \ \ r "\. , rou7rep ot vvv 'TOV<; 7ratoa<; Tov<; a7ra"'ov<;. 
13 Kal 0 cfJlA.t'TI"'TI"O<; ry€A.aua<;, 'Opar;,l 1} o' ;;r;, 6J 

'A' ll: " ' " ' ' • e ' "'€r,;aVop€, O'Tt O€£ fJiYJ "'V'TI"€£V 'TOV<; arya OV<; 
\ \ <:' \ ,/..I f I 7rOt'T}'Ta<; f-L'TJO€ 'TO V<; o€tvov<; uvryrypa'l'ea<;, ro<; ICVptov<; 

C:v'Ta<; ;; 'Tt f3ovA.ovTat 7r€pt nf-LwV Mryetv. Ov 
7ravTro<;, el.,.e, !Cvptovr;. Tfjl ryovv 'i.T'T}utx6pp 
vevuaf-Levp ICaTd. 'TTJ'> 'EA.ev7J<; ov o 
f-LEV'TO£ 'Hulooo<;, 6J 'TI"cL'Tep, Ootdi f-LOt ovoe av'TO<; 
aryvoe£v eaV'TOV ovvaf-Ltv l5uov eA.ei'TI"E'TO 

14 pov. IIwr; A.eryetr; ; "On Twv i}pwmv 
av'TO<; E'TI"Ol'T]U€ rvvat/CWV /CaraA.oryov 

\ "' , \ "" tf 
/Cat ,TP 1'T'T}V 0Vf-LV'T}r:;e, 7rapa-
xrop7Jua<; Of-L'TJPP 'TOV<; 2 avopa<; E'TI"atVEUat. 

'E" TOVTov oe o cfJ£A.t.,..,.o<;, 'AA.A.d. uv, 
6J 7rOTepov tA.oto llv 'Aryaf-LEf-Lvrov 
'A "\ "\ ' .. ' I I • ' Yt"'"'r;v<; 'YJ E/Cetvrov T£<; rysryovevat Trov 'I'Jprorov, 
" '•Yo 0' I • " ' 'A 11: 15 'I'] f-L'T}po<; ; v f-LEV'TOt, TJ u o<; o A.Er,;avopo<;, 
ciA.A.d. u7rep/3aA.A.etv 7roA.v TOv 'A XtA.A.ea !Cat 
'TOV<; /lA.A.ov<;. oihe ryd,p ue xe£pova 
Tov II']A.ero<; oihe 'TTJ'> cfJO[a<; ciuOeveuTepav 

oihe 'TOV "OA.vf-L'TI"OV C:por;s 
'TOV II'T}A.lov cpal'T}V llv· ciA.A.d. ovoe 'TI"atoe[a<; 
cpau"AoTepar; e7rt'TETVX1J"a -u.,.· 'AptuToTeA.ovr; 
' • ' "" I 'A , ,1.. E/CEWO<; V'TI"O 'VO£V£1CO<; 'TOV f-LVV'Topo<;, 'l'vryaoo<; 

1 6p{js Arnim : 'A.l-ye• or l<J>1J. 
1 Tovs Empirius : Toil. 
a Reiske : llpovs. 

1 Iliad 2, 542. Cf. Dio, Discourse 7. 4. 
1 Apparently he accused Helen of having been married 

three times and of abandoning her husbands. He became 
blind, but regained his sight when he recanted. See Plato, 
Phaedrua 243A, for the story. 
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locks flowing down their backs,l as the poets of 
to-day do in describing effeminate boys." 

Philip laughed and said," You observe, Alexander, 
that one must not offend good poets or clever writers, 
since they have the power to say anything they wish 
about us." "Not absolute power," said he; "it 
was a sorry day for Stesichorus, at any rate, when 
he told the lies about Helen.2 As for Hesiod, it 
seems to me that he himself, father, was not unaware 
of how much inferior his powers were to Homer's." 
" How is that? " " Because, while Homer wrote of 
heroes, he composed a Catalogue of Fair Women,s 
and in reality made the women's quarters 4 the 
subject of his song, yielding to Homer the eulogy 
of men." 

Philip next asked him : " But as for you, Alexander, 
would you like to have been Agamemnon or Achilles 
or any one of the heroes of those days, or Homer? " 
"No, indeed," said Alexander," but I should like to 
go far beyond Achilles and the others. For you are 
not inferior to Peleus, in my opinion; nor is Mace-
donia less powerful than Phthia; 5 nor would I admit 
that Olympus 6 is a less famous mountain than 
Pelion; 7 and, besides, the education I have gained 
under Aristotle is not inferior to that which Achilles 
derived from Amyntor's son, Phoenix, an exiled man 

• Fragments of this important work asoribed to Hesiod are 
extant. 

• In the Greek house an especial part was reserved for the 
women. 

6 Country and city in the south·east of Thessa.Iy, ruled over 
by Peleus, father of Achilles. 

' The Thessalian mountain on the border of Macedonia. 
7 Here Peleus wooed and won Thetis, the mother of Achilles, 

and here Cheiron, the tutor of Achilles, had his cave. 
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avOpO<> Kat Otaf/>opov Tip 7raTp{. av 
o p.ev 'AxtXA.ev<> Kat 

7rEfL7r€Tal p.eTa ov 1 c.iA.A.' 
&XA.rp f.ry6J ovK llv 1rore 

16 {mo avBpw7rWV OV0€VO<; fJaa-tA.evOe{'l]v. Ka! 0 
"'1-,. 1: () I 'A" " , • ' ' -¥t"-t'lr7rO<; p.tKpov 1rapo5vv et<;, "'"' V'Tr ep.ov 
rye fJaa-tA.evy, w 'AA.egavope. OvK erywrye, ei1rev· 
ov ryap W<; fJaa-tA.ew<;, aXA.' ro<; 7rarpo<; aKOVW 
a-ov. Ov 2 Kat Bea<; rye-
ryovevat a-eavTov, lfla-1rep o 'AxtA.A.ev<;; ei1rev 
o 'OA.vp.1rtaoa a-vp.fJaA.e'iv agw£<; 
rut. I ' • 'A" I 1: • I uertot; Kat o "'er,avopo<; YJCFVX'!J p.etotarra<;, 
'Ep.ot p.ev, el7rev, W 'Trti'fep, avOpetoTepa 00K€t 

17 1rarrwv Twv Nnp1J£owv. f.navOa o 
"\ I 0 > > I f "rf.. '9 vK avopetoTepa p.ovov, e't'1J• w 1rat, 

a":.\:.\a Kat 7rOA€fLlKWTepa. f.p.ot "fOUV OV 7raVerat 
1roA.ep.oua-a. Taura p.ev ovv f.1rt Toa-ourov &p.a 
a-1rovofj f.7ratgaT1Jv. 

IT&A.tv OE airrOv 0 cfJ!At/Tr'TrOt;, 'AXACt 
TOv "Op.YJpov oihw a-f/>oopa, w 'AA.€gavope, Bav-

' 1" ,.. f ,.. ) ,.. \ ,./...I r/0 p.a.,wv, 7rW<; v1repopqs avTov T'fJV a-o't'tav; n, 
ef/>1], Kat TOU 'OA.vp.7rLaCFt 1]ota-T' ilv 
> I rf..(} I I \ ,/..I ' I aKovotp.t 't' eryryop.evov p.erya Kat a-a't'e<;, ov p.evrot 

K1JpVTT€£V efJov":.\op.'I]V erepov<; VlKWVTa<;, 
18 aXA.a 7rOAV p.aA.A.ov K1JPVTT€rT()at. Tavra 

"\. 1 ' I ,J.., \ tl \ \ t/0 "-E"fWV €7r0l€£ 't'avepov OT£ TOV fL€V fL'YJPOV 
f.vo;.u'Se oatp.ovtov Kat Be'iov rip ovn Tf]<; 
aperry<;, auTOV o€ Kat TOV<; llvopa<; EKEivov<; 

'f€ Kat TWV Ka"Awv eprywv 

1 Schwartz believes that there is a lacuna after KVotos. 
2 ob Wilamowitz : uv. 
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and estranged from his father. Then, too, Achilles 
had to take orders from others and was sent with a 
small force of which he was not in sole command, 
since he was to share the expedition with another. 
I, however, could never submit to any mortal what-
soever being king over me." Whereupon Philip 
almost became angry with him and said : " But I am 
king and you are subject to me, Alexander." "Not 
I," said he, " for I hearken to you, not as king, but 
as father." "I suppose you will not go on and say, 
will you, that your mother was a goddess, as Achilles 
did," said Philip; " or do you presume to compare 
Olympias with Thetis? " At this Alexander smiled 
slightly and said, " To me, father, she seems more 
courageous than any N ereid." Whereupon Philip 
laughed and said, "Not merely more courageous, 
my son, but also more warlike ; at least she never 
ceases making war on me." So far did they both go 
in mingling jest with earnest. 

Philip then went on with his questioning: " If, 
then, you are so enthusiastic an admirer of Homer, 
how is it that you do not aspire to his poetic skill ? " 1 

" Because," he replied, " while it would give me the 
greatest delight to hear the herald at Olympia 
proclaim the victors with strong and clear voice, yet I 
should not myself care to herald the victories of 
others ; I should much rather hear my own pro-
claimed." With these words he tried to make it 
clear that while he considered Homer to be a mar-
vellous and truly divine herald of valour, yet he 
regarded himself and the Homeric heroes as the 
athletes who strove in the contest of noble achieve-

t Referring to Alexander's statement,§ 14 f., that he would 
not care to have been either Homer or one of Homer's heroes. 
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oVv l1To7rov, el1rev, 6J 7rtiTEp, 
El Jeal ef7Jv 
tjlvCTE(I)<;' €7TEl TO£ P'Y/TOptKfj<; oeot /lv Tip 
/3autXei. CTV ryovv avTtryp&tjletv 7TOAAciKt<; avary-

avnA.eryew D.'l]pou8€vet, paXa OEtvip 
"fO'Y/T£1 Toi<; llXXot<; Toi<; 

19 7TOA£TEVOjJ,EVO£<;. eflovA.op'I]V rye, Et'lT"EV 0 
<I>tXt7Two<; wapaxwpfjuat 'AO.,valot<; 
'AJLrpt'lT"OAe(l)<; Tij<; A'Y/JLOCT8evov<; 0E£VOT'IJTO<;. 
axxa 7TW<; ''Op.,pov otet OtavoeiuOat P'Y/TO-
ptKfj<;; f:!.oKEi: pot, etfl'Y/, TO wpilrypa OavJL&tetv, 
6J w&n;p. OV ryap tiv Tip TE 'AxtXXei: OtoauKaXov 
.... ' , , ' ,.,., , A. ' "-O'YWV E'lT"'IJ"fETO TOV '¥0WtKa, "t''Y/U£ "fOVV 7TEp-
A..8""' , ' ' ,.. ' 'I' 'Y/Vat aVTOV V7TO TOV 'lT"aTpO<; 

puOwv TE P'Y/Tijp' EJLEVat 7TP'IJKTijp& TE eprywv. 

20 TWV TE /11\,Xwv TOV<; aptuTOV<; flautA£/C(I)TaTov<; 
) I ' I ) ..,t \ \ E7T"0£'1]UEV EC1'7TOVoaKOTa<; OVX 'JTTOV WEpt T'IJV 
TOtaVT'Y/V ouvaptv, TOV TE 'Oovuuea 
Ka£ N euTopa, TOvTov pev V7TEp(3&A.XovTa Tfj TE 

Ka£ Tfj 7TEt8o£, "fOVV Jv apxfi Tij<; 
7T0£'1]UEW<;1 

TOV awo "fAWCTU'Y]<; f"EA£TO<; ryA.vKtwv peev 

21 ffluTE Tov 'Aryapepvova eiJxeuOat rye-
povTa<; ahip TOtOuTov<; elvat pilXXov uvpflovXov<; 
;, veavtuKOV<; oXo<; 8 T 1 Ala<; , AxtAAEV<;, ro<; 

eanov /lv aAOVU'Y]<; Tij<; Tpo{a<;. TO 
perye8o<; Tij<; wep£ TOV<; A.oryov<; xpe{a<; 

1 Referring to his own study of rhetoric under Aristotle. 
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ment. "Still, it would not be at all strange, father," 
he continued, " if I were to be a good poet as well, 
did nature but favour me; for you know that a king 
might find that even rhetoric was valuable to him.l 
You, for example, are often compelled to write and 
speak in opposition to Demosthenes, a very clever 
orator who can sway his audience-to say nothing of 
the other political leaders of Athens." " Yes," said 
Philip playfully, "and I should have been glad to 
cede Amphipolis to the Athenians in exchange for 
that clever Demosthenes. But what do you think 
was Homer's attitude regarding rhetoric? " " I 
believe that he admired the study, father," said he, 
" else he would never have introduced Phoenix as a 
teacher of Achilles in the art of discourse. Phoenix, 
at any rate, says that he was sent by Achilles' father, 

'To teach thee both, that so thou mightst become 
In words an orator, in warlike deeds 
A doer.' 2 

And as for the other chieftains, he depicted the best 
and the best qualified for kingly office as having 
cultivated this art with no less zeal: I mean Diomede, 
Odysseus, and particularly who surpassed all 
the others in both discernment and persuasiveness. 
Witness what he says in the early part of his poem : 

' whose tongue 
Dropped words more sweet than honey.' 3 

It was for this reason that Agamemnon prayed that 
he might have ten such elders as counsellors rather 
than youths like Ajax and Achilles, implying that 
the capture of Troy would thus be hastened. And, 
indeed, in another instance4 he showed the importance 

I JliarJ, 9. 443. a Iliad 1. 249. ' Iliad 2. 155-332. 
63 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

22 €v e:rf.p'f>. Twv 'Yap eta To Tov 
"\ I \ \ "\ I 1 

7r0"'€f'OV 'T'T]V xa11.€'1rO'T'T]'Ta 'T'T]<; 
eT£ OE Ota emA.aflovfTaV VOfTOV 

fTTafTtV TWV flafTtAEli>V Tov Te 'A'Yaf'Ef'VOVor; 
Kal Tov 'AxtA.A.€6>r;, a7retp7JteoTll>v r]o'TJ 1rpor; 
fTTpaTelav, 7Tpor; OE av 'T01JTO£<; 01JI.La"fll>"fOV 'T£VO<; 
I I ' 1"'1 \ If: \ , e7TavafTTavTor; tea£ Tapa,avTor; T'TJV 
KA7JfTlav, 'TO 7rA.ij&or; I:Jpf£'T}fT€V E7Tt Tar; vavr;, 

7rapaXPiJf'a €1-'flavTer; €flovA.ovTo cpev'Yetv, 
OVOEVO<; ovvap.€vov teaTafTxE'iv, ovoe 'TOV 'A'Ya-

1 , r1 I "" ,.. 

f'€f'VOVO<; exovTor; 0 'T£ XP7JfT€'Ta£ 'TO£<; 7rapovfT£ 
23 7TpcL"ffLalT£V. OVKOVV EV'Tav&a /-'OVO<; avTovr; 

p.emflaA.e'iv 'OovfTfTevr;, 
' " ' NI teat 'T€"'0<; €7r€£fT€ O'TJ/-''TJ"fOpli>V f'E'Ta 'TOV EfT'Topor; 

I d ,.. \ \ " ,/.. ,.. ,.. 
1-'fVEtv. ll>fTTE TOVTO f'EV To ep"fov 'l'avepll>r; Tli>V 
PTJTOpli>V E"fEVE'TO' 7roA.A.a o' 11v 'Tt<; teal 

24 " ,1,. I 'I'' > I "0 ......... \ \ €Tepa. 'l'a£VE'Ta£ o OV f'OVOV /-''T}por; a"'"'a teat 
'HfTLoOor; oiJTll> cppovwv, oor; cptA.ofTocp£ar; Te /J,/-'a 
Kat Tijr; aA.'T]&ovr; np flafTtA.e'i 7rpOfT-

€v oXr; cp'T}fTt 7repl. KaA.A.to7r7J<;, 

'Yap ;;,!-'· alooLO£fT£V O'Trf]Oe'i, 
;)vnva Kovpat /-'E"faA.oto 
"fE£VO/-'EVOV 'TE roll)(]"£ Ot0Tpecp€ll>v 

25 e7r'T} /-'EV ovv 7rOte'iv, 6J 7TaTep, AO"fOV<; 7TESOV<; 
lrf... f' I \ \ ' "\. I 'A..' .p fTV"J"fpa'I'€£V fTV Tar; E7TtfT'TOII.a<;, a'l' li>V 

,1,. I 'I' I ,1,. > > I J 
fT'I'oopa fTE 'l'afT£V EUOOKtf£€tV, OV 7raVTll><; aVa"f-
KatOV Totr; {JafTtA.evfTtV, el "f€ v€otr; OVfTtV 

1 Thersites. 
1 The Muse of oratory as well as of epic poetry. 
a Theogony 80-82. 
4 Eight letters falsely attributed to him are exta.nt. Four 

are addressed to the Athenians, one to the Thebans, the 
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of rhetorical skill. For when the Greeks had at last 
become faint-hearted in pursuing the campaign 
because the war had lasted so long and the siege was 
so difficult, and also, no doubt, because of the plague 
that laid hold of them and of the dissension between 
the kings, Agamemnon and Achilles ; and when, in 
addition, a certain agitator 1 rose to oppose them and 
threw the assembly into confusion-at this crisis the 
host rushed to the ships, embarked in hot haste, and 
were minded to flee. Nobody was able to restrain 
them, and even Agamemnon knew not how to handle 
the situation. Now in this emergency the only one 
who was able to call them back and change their 
purpose was Odysseus, who finally, by the speech he 
made, and with the help of Nestor, persuaded them 
to remain. Consequently, this achievement was 
clearly due to the orators ; and one could point to 
many other instances as well. It is evident, then, 
that not only Homer but Hesiod, too, held this view, 
implying that rhetoric in the true meaning of the 
term, as well as philosophy, is a proper study for the 
king; for the latter says of Calliope,2 

' She attendeth on kings august that the daughters 
of great Zeus 

Honour and watch at their birth, those kings that 
of Zeus are nurtured.' 8 

But to write epic poetry, or to compose pieces in 
prose like those letters of yours,4 father, which are 
said to have won you high repute, is not altogether 
essential for a king, except indeed when he is young 

Peloponnesian allies, and Phi¥p's O]ympias, 
respectively. See Hercher, Epwtolographz Graecz, pp.ll61-467. 

6s 
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Kat /1"fOVU£V, fJJu7rep Ka£ A.J"fOVU£V 
€v 91]/3at<; Ota'TT'ovijuat Ta 7repi TOV<; A.o'Yovr;· 

26 ovo' av ljltA.ouoljl£ar; li'TT'n;u()a£ 7rpd<; TO aKpt-
fJeuTaTOV, a'TT'AUCTTOO<; U'TT'AOO<; /3tOVII 1 €v-
'l' , • , "' .,. , e ·e avTot<; TOt<; ep"fot<; 'I'M.av poo7rov TJ or; 

7rpfjov inJrTJAOV Kal 
avope'iov, Ka£ f.J,UA£UTa xa£poVTa 6V6p"feu£at<;, 
" • ' • ' () ..1..' 07r€p €CTTW €"f"fVTaTOO TTJ<; TOOV 60011 '/'VCT€00<;' 

TOOII "f6 AO"fOOV Toov 
c{>tA.ouoc{>{ar;, o'TT'oTav Katp6r;, liTe €vavTloov "' ' .... "\ ,_ ' . ' 'l'at11ope11oov, a"'"'a uvp'l'oovoov TOt<; avTov TpO'TT'O£<;' 

27 Tep7reueae 'TT'ot'ljuet 7rpouJxeev Tdv 11ovv 
ovx a7rauy, TV pe"faA.o7rpe7re-
uraTy, uvp{JOVA€VCTatp' /lv Tcp "f€VIIa£rp Kal {3aut-
"\. ""' \ ... f,. I rt f J1 \ C'o 1 "''"'f' TTJV 'I' V')(,TJV, OtaV f,l,OIITJV LUf.J,€11 T7JV f,l,'T]pOV 

TOOV 2 'HutoOOV Ta TOtafira, Kal ef Tt<; aA.A.o 
Tt AE"f6£ 'XPTJUTOV. 

2s 3 'Yap 'TT'auav pa118avet11 
'8 ,, • , • .,. ... () ' ' ... ' () e e"'otp all, a"'"'a let apa po11o11 TJ "'vpa XPTJU at 
7rpor; 8eoov ·eepa7re£ar;, oe olpat 
TOOII tL"fa8oov tLIIOpoov TOV<; f'TT'aliiOV<;' ovoe "f€ 
"t- ' "' 'A ' , ' ' lfOEtV Ta 4a'1r'I'OV<; TJ llaKpEOVTO<; epooTtKa f.J,6ATJ 

7rpE7rOV /lv efT} TOt<; /3autA.evutv, aA.A.', ef7rep 
llpa, Toov peA.oov Ttva 4 I} Iltvoapov, 

29 €av i7 'T£<; ava'YK7J. TV)(,dll 7rp0<; TOVTO 
ltca11or; "Op7Jpor;. 'Yap, ei'Trev o cf.>tA.t7r7ror;, 
7rp0<; Kt8apav fJ A.vpav TtVa UO£ 

1 Lacuna noted by Amim ; IJ•ovv suggested by Capps. 
I Tii>V Empirius : -rt)v. 8 Arnim : oil-re. 
• -rwa added by Ca.pps. 

1 Plato rejects for the citizens of his ideal Republic a good 
deal of the poetry that Alexander rejects for the king, but they 
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and has leisure, as was the case with you when, as 
they say, you diligently cultivated rhetorical studies 
in Thebes. Nor, again, is it necessary that he study 
philosophy to the point of perfecting himself in it; 
he need only live simply and without affectation, to 
give proof by his very conduct of a character that is 
humane, gentle, just, lofty, and brave as well, and, 
above all, one that takes delight in bestowing 
benefits-a trait which approaches most nearly to 
the nature divine. He should, indeed, lend a willing 
ear to the teachings of philosophy whenever oppor-
tunity offers, inasmuch as these are manifestly not 
opposed to his own character but in accord with 
it ; yet I should especially counsel the noble ruler 
of princely soul to make poetry his delight and to 
read it attentively-not all poetry, however, but only 
the most beautiful and majestic, such as we know 
Homer's alone to be, and of Hesiod's the portions 
akin to Homer's, and perhaps sundry edifying 
passages in other poets." 

" And so, too, with music," continued Alexander; 
" for I should not be willing to learn all there is in 
music, but only enough for playing the cithara or the 
lyre when I sing hymns in honour of the gods and 
worship them, and also, I suppose, in chanting the 
praises of brave men. It would surely not be 
becoming for kings to sing the odes of Sappho or 
Anacreon, whose theme is love ; but if they do sing 
odes, let it be some of those of Stesichorus or Pindar, 
if sing they must. But perhaps Homer is all one 
needs even to that end." 1 "What! " exclaimed 
Philip, " do you think that any of Homer's lines 
would sound well with the cithara or the lyre ? " 
disagree as to the influence of Homer. Plato has a good deal 
of fault to find with him. 
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'0 I \ ' 'A' If: VOKH av 'TWV fliYJpOV ; 0 AEr;;avvpor; ryop-
' ' {.)). '.,.r,. rl "'\I 'E ' ' ... .. ryov ep,1 .. 'I' ar; W0"7TEp AEWV, ryw p,ev, E£7TEV, w 

7TaTep, olp,at 7rpe7retv 7ro"A"Aa TiiJV 'Op,?]pov J7Toov 
7rp0<; O"cLA7Ttryrya J.oeueat, p,a At: ov 'TfJV avaKa-
.., ......... ' ' , , \ "'ovuav, a"'"'a 'T'YJV e7roTpvvovuav "a' 7rapaKe-
"Aevop,EV'TJV, ovx v7ro ryvvatKeiov ')(,opov "Aeryop,eva 
"' 7rap()f.vwv, aX't..' V7TO cpa"Aaryryor; Jvo7TAOV, 7TOAV 
p,a"A"Aov I} Ta TvpTaiov 7rapa Toi:r; AaKwutv. 

30 EV'Tavea J7Tflveuev ror; Ka"Aoor; av'TOV el7ToV'Ta 0 
<I>i"At7T7TO<; aEiwr; 'TOV 7T0£'1}'TOU. OvKovv, 
S' ()r;, 'TOVTO, OV7rep 1 vvv Jp,v't]u()'TJp,Ev, "Op,'T}por; 
J7TtoeiKvvutv. Tov 'Yovv 'Axe"A"Af.a 7Te7Toi'TJ"ev vuTe-

€v Tljl uTpaTo7rf.'Orp Toov 'Axaeoov ov" 
" .... 2 , <:- \ , \ I.., >1<:' , ,1. , 

31 

EKAV'Ta ovoe epwnKa J.tE"-'TJ q.oovTa' Kat'TOt 't''TJO"£ 
rye Jpav avTOV 'TfJ<; Bptu'T}ioor;· a"A"Aa "'()apa p,ev 

{) \ A" ' ' ' '<:'\ ,' {) XP'TJO" at, p,a ut ovK WV'T}Uap,evov ovoe OtKo ev 
aryaryovTa 3 7rapa 'TOV 7Ta'Tpor;, a"A"Aa EK 'TOOV 
"Aacpvpwv eEe"Aop,evov ()'Te el"Ae 'Ttl<; 61}{3ar; 'TOV 
, HeTiwva a7TEK'TEtVE 'TOV 'TOV ,, EKTopor; K'T}OeuT1}v. 

Tfj ()rye, . ' 
evp,ov G.etoe S' G.pa KAEa avopoov, 

ror; OVOE7TO'Te JK"Aaveaveu()a,, Uov 'TfJ<; apeT.fJ<; ovoe 
'TOOV EVKAeoov 7rpaEewv, oihe 7TiVOV'Ta oihe aOOV'Ta, 

\ >I <:' \ t:) .... I >{ .... ' I \ TOV ryevvatov avvpa Ka' tJ0.0"£1\.tKov, a"'"' aet 
otaTe"Aei:v I} 7rpaTTOVTa avTov p,f.rya n Oav-

' A I "' «' I f.tO.O"'TOV 'TJ #f!f.tV'T}P,eVOV 'TWV Of.t0£WV, 

1 o'S,.•p Reiske : o1i. 
2 Arnim deletes oh: before unnecessarily. 
8 cl:y11'Y011Ta. Cobet: ll'Yona., 
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And Alexander, glaring at him fiercely like a lion, 
said: " For my part, father, I believe that many of 
Homer's lines would properly be sung to the trumpet 
-not, by heavens, when it sounds the retreat, but 
when it peals forth the signal for the charge, and sung 
by no chorus of women or maids, but by a phalanx 
under arms. The{ are much to be preferred to the 
songs ofTyrtaeus, which the Spartans use." At this 
Philip commended his son for having spoken worthily 
of the poet and well. "And indeed," Alexander 
continued, " Homer illustrates the very point we 
have just mentioned. He has represented Achilles, 
for instance, when he was loitering in the camp of 
the Achaeans, as singing no ribald or even amorous 
ditties-though he says, to be sure, that he was in 
love with Briseis; nay, he speaks of him as playing 
the cithara, and not one that he had bought, I assure 
you, or brought from his father's house, but one 
that he had plucked from the spoils when he took 
Thebe 2 and slew Eetion, the father of Hector's wife. 
Homer's words are: 

'To sooth his mood he sang 
The deeds of heroes.' 3 

Which means that a noble and princely man should 
never forget valour and glorious deeds whether he 
be drinking or singing, but should without ceasing be 
engaged in some great and some admirable action 
himself, or else in recalling deeds of that kind." 

1 These were elegies, exhorting the Spartans to deeds of 
valour, and marching songs. Due to their fire and enthusiasm, 
they are given a large share of credit for the final victory of the 
Spartans over the Messenians. 

a Thebe, or Thebes, a famous ancient town in Mysia. 
a Iliad 9. 189, 
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32 TaiiTa Tbv 7TaTepa, e7TtSwcvv-
' ' 11- ' \ \ 11-' ' ' T'TJV avTov otavotav. /€at ryap o'T} eTvryxaJ!e 

' ' "0 ' ' 'A .., .., ' TOll JLEV JL'T}pov arya7rrov, TOll X'"'"'ea oe 
' ' '() ' 1-. ....... \ ' '1-..., ' OV JLOVOJI E a"'"'U tea£ 

&u7rep ol 
evloTf! "PELTTCJJI(J)JI 

lpauTwv Twv 1 ll'A'Arov 7TOtrJ-
33 TWJI ov erppovT£te. "i,T'Y}IJ'Lxopov 

IltvMpov Tov JLev oT£ 
'OJ.L'ljpov ryeveuea, teal aA(J)IJ'£11 OVte 
' 1:' ' ' T ' IT E7T'O£'T}trf! TOV oe tvoapov 

Te 'AaJL7rpoT'T}Ta "al on 
TOll 7rporyovov avTOV teal OJ.LWVVJ.LOV f7T'rJVf!Uf!V 

TtJv cptA.e'A'Arwa lmte'A'T}()evTa' 
, . ' avTov, 

oA.fJlrov E7T'OOVVJ.Lf! 

ota TovTo ryO.p iJuTepov 7Topewv 
J.LOV1JV l€aTEA£7Te oltelav eteelvov . '·'· E7Tt"fpay at, 

IltvMpov Tov J.Lovuo7rotov uTe"f'TJV 
' l€af!Tf!, 

.3. ..,.., ' • ' ' ' ' • '17T'OV 7TOI\.I\.'T}JI 'T}7T£trTaTO xaptV aVTOJI ery-

1 Before .,.c;,, the MSS. have a sentence which Arnim has 
rejected as an interpolation: Tlw 'A"fa.p,p.vova. o{uc I p.a.· 
KJ.p1(ev• fli1.11'1(E "fttp 11'0AO 'lfAEIIJvolJ' a.bToS t!wOa'O>Jf 
IKetvos. "Agamemnon, however, he did not envy, since he 
had hopes of ruling over a. far greater number of subjeets 
himself than the hosts over which Agamemnon had ruled." 

1 i.e. in his conversation with Philip. See above. 
1 i.e. Alexander I, son of Amyntas I. He ruled from 

498-454 B.o. 
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In this fashion Alexander would talk with his 
father, thereby revealing his innermost thoughts. 
The fact is that while he loved Homer, for Achilles 
he felt not only admiration but even jealousy because 
of Homer's poesy, just as handsome boys are some-
times jealous of others who are handsome, because 
these have more powerful lovers. To the other 
poets he gave hardly a thought; but he did men-
tion 1 Stesichorus and Pindar, the former because 
he was looked upon as an imitator of Homer and 
composed a "Capture of Troy," a creditable work, 
and Pindar because of the brilliancy of his genius 
and the fact that he had extolled the ancestor whose 
name he bore: Alexander,2 nicknamed the Philhel-
lene, to whom the poet alluded in the verse 

" Namesake of the blest sons of Dardanus." a 

This is the reason why, when later he sacked Thebes,4 
he left only that poet's house standing,5 directing 
that this notice be posted upon it: 

"Set not on fire the roof of Pindar, maker of 
song." 8 

Undoubtedly he was most grateful to those who 

a Bergk, Poetae Lyrici Graeci, Pindar, Fragment 120. See 
also Pindar, p. 578 in L.C.L. An allusion to Alexander, or 
Paris, son of Priam and descendant of Dardanus, the first king 
ofTroy. 

'In 335 B.o. 
& Arrian (Anabasia 1. 9) tells the same story without giving 

the inscription. He says the story is that Alexander protected 
the poet's house and his descendants. 

• Cf. Milton, Sonnet 8: 
The great Emathian conqueror bid spare 
The house of Pindarus when temple and rower 
Went to the ground. 

7I 
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1 Iliad 7. 83. 
A sword said to be that of Mardonius, the Persian general 

slam at the battle of Plataea, 4 79 B.c., was hung up in the 
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eulogized him worthily, when he was so particular 
as this in seek;.ing renown. 

" Well, then, my son," said Philip, " since I am glad 
indeed to hear you speak in this fashion, tell me, is it 
your opinion that the king should not even make 
himself a dwelling beautified with precious ornaments 
of gold and amber and ivory to suit his pleasure ? " 
"By no means should he, father," he replied; " such 
ornaments should consist rather of spoils and armour 
taken from the enemy. He should also embellish 
the temples with such ornaments and thus propitiate 
the gods. This was Hector's opinion when he 
challenged the best of the Achaeans, declaring that 
if victorious he would deliver the body to the allied 
host, ' but the arms,' said he, ' I shall strip off and 

' hang them high 
Within the temple of the archer· god Apollo.' 1 

For such adornment of sacred places is altogether 
superior to jasper, carnelian, and onyx, with which 
Sardanapallus bedecked Nineveh. Indeed, such 
ostentation is by no means seemly for a king though 
it may furnish amusement to some silly girl or 
extravagant woman. And so I do not envy the 
Athenians, either, so much for the extravagant way 
they embellished their city and their temples as for 
the deeds their forefathers wrought; for in the sword 
of Mardonius 2 and the shields of the Spartans who 
were captured at Pylos 3 they have a far grander and 
more excellent dedication to the gods than they have 

Parthenon at Athens, where Pausa.nias reported having seen 
it. See Pa.usa.nias I. 27. 

3 In 425 B.c. during the Peloponnesian War: 292 picked 
Spartan troops were taken alive and brought to Athens. 
See Thucydides 4. 39-40. 
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aA.ovTrov !] Tct 7rporruA.ata Tf]<; lucpo7roAero<; Kat 
TO '0A.VJL7rlOV a7ro 'TiAEtovrov iJ JLUpirov TaAaVTWV. 

37 OvKovv, 1} S' 8<; o cfJ[A.m7ro<;, €vmu8a Tov 
"0 , .,.. )/ , ,.. ' ' ,.. jL'Y}pOV OUK av EXOl<; erratVetV. Ta ryap TOU 
, AA.K[vou /3au[A.eta, avSpo<; "EA.A.1)VO<; Kat V'l}UlW-
TOU, DteKoUJL1JU€V ov JLOVOV Kat cpuTot<; 
Kat iJSautv, W<; ?}StuTa f!JOtKe'iv, aA.A.ct Kat aryaA-
JLaUt xpuuo'i<;. lT£ DE JLaA.A.ov TOV MeveA.aou 

, ' ,.. ' ' ' tl "' , OtK'Y}UlV, Kat TaUTa a7ro UTpaTeta<; 'YJKOVTO<;, ttp 
' II ' ' M -:- ' 't: o:-' OU €pUtK'Y}V T£Va Kat '1]0lK1JV €r;;1J'Y€lTat, uxeooV 

T€ ov 7T"OAV arroB€ouuav !] A.ape[ou 
38 7€ Kat E€pgou Twv {3autA.e£rov ; cp1Jut ryouv, 

ryctp neA.[ou arryA-1] 7rEA€V nE 
DWJLa KaB' v'frepecpe<; MeveA.aou KUDaA[JLOlO, 

xpuuou T0 nA-eKTpou T€ Kat apryupou ,rys· EAE-
cpaVTO<;. 

39 Toi<; ryctp TprotKok u!CUA.ot<; expflv JLaA.A.ov AaJL· 
7r€tv auTo iJ TOUTOt<; KaTa rye Suivotav. 

' ' 'A" 't: o:- ' ' 0' " Kat o "'er;;avopo<; E7rtuxwv, uK eryrorye, et7re, 
TOV "0 JL'lJPOV eauetv JLOl DOKW avarroA.ory'l}TOV' 
i'uro<; ryttp 7rpo<; Tov Tou MeveA.aou Tpo7rov e7roi'Y}ue 

' a ,._ " "' ' 'A Ta OV 't''YJUl JLOVOV €£Vat 'TWV xatwV 
40 JLaA.BaKov uxeoov ryctp ovv eotKev 

OVDE TWV llA.A.rov ovS€v JLaT'Y}V 0 OVTO<; 
A.eryetv, aA.A.ct Kat Kat OtK'I]UlV Kat Uat'TaV 

1 Temple of Olympian Zeus, east of the Acropolis, some 
columns of which are still standing; said to have been begun 
by Peisiatratus about 535 B.c. and finished by the Emperor 
Hadrian about 125-130 A.D. 

2 As a talent was worth more than $1000, the cost was over 
$10,000,000. 
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in the Propylaea of the Acropolis and in the Olympi· 
eum,l which cost more than ten thousand talents." 2 

" In this particular, then," said Philip, "you could 
not endorse Homer; for he has embellished the 
palace of Alcinoiis,3.a Greek and an islander, not only 
with gardens and orchards and fountains, and thus 
made it a most charming home, but with statues 
of gold also. Nay, more, does he not describe the 
dwelling of Menelaus, for all that he had just got 
back from a campaign, as though it were some 
Persian or Median establishment, almost equalling 
the palaces of Semiramis,4 or of Darius and Xerxes? 
He says, for instance: 

' A radiance bright, as of the sun or moon, 
Throughout the high-roofed halls of Atreus' son 
Did shine.' 

' The sheen of bronze, 
Of gold, of silver, and of ivory.' s 

And yet, according to your conception, it should have 
shone, not with such materials, but rather with Trojan 
spoils ! " Here Alexander checked him and said, " I 
have no notion at all of letting Homer go undefended. 
For it is possible that he described the palace of 
Menelaus to accord with his character, since he is 
the only one of the Achaeans whom he makes out to 
be a faint-hearted warrior.6 Indeed it is fairly clear 
that this poet never elsewhere speaks without a 
purpose, but repeatedly depicts the dress, dwelling, 

a Odyssey 7. 84-132. 
• Famous Assyrian queen whose capital was Nineveh. 
5 Odyssey 4. 45-6, to which line 73 is tacked on somewhat 

ungrammatically. 
• Iliad 17. 588. 
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7rpor; TO TWV avOpamwv i]Oor; 'TT'OAAaKtr; 
!:'\ \\ >ffil(:(.) I >I 
ota TOVTO Ta fLEV ev '-l'atast fJarnA.eta €KOUfL1JU€V 
aA.ueu{ Te Kat crrrwpat<; ot' eTOV<; Kat !epTJVatr; 

41 aevaotr;, en oe JLaAAOV TO Tijr; KaA.u'frour;, /he 
ropa{ac; Kat cptA.avOpw'TT'OU Beac; ev KaO' 
aUrf]V a'TT'rpKtUfLEV'rJ')' TOUTO fLeV ryap €VW01J Ota-
cpepovTwr; cp1JUL vijuov TWV ev avTfl 
KalOfLE!I(J)lJ 1 OvfLLafLaTwv, TOUTO oe (J'UUKtOV u;-
opot<; evOaA.eut, KVKArp oe 7r€pt TO U'TrijA.atov 
UfL'TT'EAOll 7rept1]Kovuav ropa{av, {joTpVut {jptOo-
fLEVTJV, efL7rpou0ev oe A.etfLwvac; a7raA.ovr; ava-
fLtg ueA.{vwv Te Kat ETepwv, ev oe Tfj> p,eurp Kpijvar; 
TETTapac; AafL'TT'pou Kat Otacpavouc; vOaTO') 'TT'a!ITOU€ 
U'TT'OppeovTor;, lhe OVK llvTor; ETEpOKAtVOU') ovoe 

' I I ' \ ,.. f' avtUOV TOV xwpLOV, 'TT'aVTa ryap Taura V'Trep-
,1.. ,.., , ' ' ' \ ' ., 't'vwr; epwnKa Kat 7Joea, KaTa TOV Tpo7rov OtfLat 

42 e , <;,1 M " I " I T1J'> ear;. T1JV oe rye Tov eve"'aou 'TT'O"'VXP1J-
fLaTov Kat 'TrOAVXPVUOV aUATJV, Ka0a7rep oiJLaL 
Twv 'Autaryevwv nvor; {jautA.ewv. Kat ryap oihor; 
i]v ov JLaKpav Toil Te TavraA.ov Kat II€A.o7ror;, 
oOev OlfLat Kat TOV xopov Eupt'TT'£01]') elc; TOUTO 
alvtTTOfLeVOV 'TT'e'TT'Oi1JK€V ev Tii 7rpouoow TOU 
fJautA.ewr;, ' ' 

MeveA.aor; oe 2 

7raA.v o' a{jpouvvv oi]A.or; opauBat 
T " 3 't: ,, " Tov avTa"'toav es atfLaror; wv. 

43 ou rye TOU 'Oovuuewr; otK1JUlll ouOafLW<; 
, ' I •-,.-,.> ' > A,. -,. ' <;, \ TOVTOtr; OfLOLav, we; av au't'a"'ovr; avopor; 

7r€7rOi'Y]K€ aiJT'Q TOV'TO 7rap€U!CEVaUJ.Lfvrrv. 
A.eryet ryap ourwr;· 

1 Ka.wpivwv added by Wilamowitz. 
B Mevl.\.a.os ilvaE Euripides. 3 Toll' Tai"Ta.\.<5wv Euripides. 
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and manner of life of people so as to accord with 
their character. This is why he beautified the palace 
of the Phaeacians with groves, perennial fruits, and 
ever-flowing springs ; and again, with even greater 
skill, the grotto of Calypso, since she was a beautiful 
and kindly goddess living off by herself on an island. 
For he says 1 that the island was wonderfully fragrant 
with the odours of sweetest incense burning there ; 
and again, that it was overshaded with luxuriant 
trees ; that round about the grotto rambled a beauti-
ful vine laden with clusters, while before it lay soft 
meadows with a confusion of parsley and other 
plants; and, finally, that in its centre were four 
springs of crystal-clear water which flowed out in all 
directions, seeing that the ground was not on a slope 
or uneven. Now all these touches are marvellously 
suggestive of love and pleasure, and to my thinking 
reveal the character of the goddess. The court of 
Menelaus, however, he depicts as rich in possessions 
and rich in gold, as though he were some Asiatic 
king, it seems to me. And, in fact, Menelaus was 
not far removed in line of descent from Tan tal us and 
Pelops; 2 which I think is the reason why Euripides 
has his chorus make a veiled allusion to his effeminacy 
when the king comes in: 

' And Menelaus, 
By his daintiness so clear to behold, 
Sprung from the Tantalid stock.' 3 

The dwelling of Odysseus, however, is of a different 
kind altogether; he being a cautious man, Homer 
has given him a home furnished to suit his character. 
For he says: 

t Odyssey 5. 55-74. 
I Tantalus, Pelops, Atreus, Menelaus. 
a Orestes 349-351. 
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'I: r I fl t ' I ' I f ''- \ e5 ETEpQJv eTep eunv, oe 
TOL')(,rp ICal. Opt"fiCOi.ut• o' elu£ 
8t1CA.l8e<;' OVIC txv T£<; p,tv {J7repo7T'A.luuatTO, 

Aei. 8(; Toii 7T'Ot1JToii Tct p,ev C:,r; uvp,fJovA.evovTo<; , . e , , 'I: 'TT'apawovvTo<; a'TT'ooexeu at, Ta oe Q)<; Es1J"fOV-
P,OVOV, 7T'OAoAoct 8(; 6J<; ICat 1CaTa-

"f€AoOOVTO<;. 'Y€ 1 ICaTct 2 Tct 'TT'Ept 1CO£T1JV ICa£ 
"aO' UatTav LKavo<; elvat 7rat8evetv 

"Op,TJpO<; T)pQJtiC'Ijv Ttva Tlj> lJvn 
7T'al8evutv, c:,, Tar; AaKQJVtKa<; eunauet<; Toov 
"'"' I 8' , , I A 0€£71'VQJV p,a OVTa 'TT'ap EIC€£VOV VKOVp-

<l5 'YOV Toi.<; J7rel TO£ 
I ,I, > \ > I 'O I I e ICa£ ..,..au£V aVTOV E7T'atv€T1JV /l-1JPOV "fEVEU at, 

Kat 7rpOOTOV a71'0 Kpr}T1J<; lj Tfi<; 'I(J)vla<; ICOp,Luat 
7T'OL1Jutv els- 'EA.A.a8a. TOv "foiiv Ato-

p,'lj81Jv 'TT'cLVV UTEpEoo<; KaTEKAotVEV J'TT't {3vpu1J<; a-
"fpavA.ov fJoo<;, ICVKA.rp 7T'€ptuT'Ijua<; Tct 8opaTa opea 
J7rt uavp(J)Tfipo>, ov KOup,ov xapw, aA.A.' lTotp,a 
A.a/3ei.v. EVQJXEi. 'YE a'tT'O "PEOOV TOV<; 

\ I fJ I d > I t Kat TOVTQJV 0€tQJV, OT£ £UXVO<;, OVX 
' " ' 'A I ' t: !lo6 1JOOV1J<; EVEICE'V, TOV 'YOVV 'YaP,EP,VOVa TOV 5vp,-

7T'cLVTQJV Ka£ 11'AoOVUtrlJTaTOV {3ovV ae£ 
cp1Jut Ovetv Kat J7T't TOVTOV KaA.ei.v TOV<; apLUTOV<;. 

' ' A" ' I , "\ , Kat TOV £aVTa P,ETa T1JV V£K1JV 
47 TOi.<; VWTOt<; TOV {3oo<;. lx8v(J)V 8(; 

'YEVOP,EVOV<; aVTOV<; J7T'OL1JUE TavTa J'TT'£ 

1 'l'• added by Emperius. • t<aT?. Capps : t<al. 

1 Odyssey 17. 266-268. 
1 The principal meal of the day was eaten in public by the 

ruling classes of Sparta and Crete, in dining-halls built for the 
purpose. Attendance at these philitia, or phiditia, was com-
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' Rooms upon rooms are there : around its court 
Are walls and battlements, and folding doors 
Shut fast the entrance; no man may contemn 
Its strength.' 1 

" But there are passages where we must under-
stand the poet to be giving advice and admonition, 
others where he merely narrates, and many where 
his purpose is censure and ridicule. Certainly, when 
he describes going to bed or the routine of daily 
life, Homer seems a competent instructor for an 
education that may truthfully be described as heroic 
and kingly. Lycurgus, for instance, may have got 
from him his idea of the common mess 2 of the Spar-
tans when he founded their institutions. In fact, 
the story is that he came to be an admirer of Homer 
and was the first who brought his poems from Crete, 
or from Ionia, to Greece. To illustrate my point: 
the poet represents Diomede as reclining on a hard 
bed, the ' hide of an ox that dwelleth afield ' ; round 
about him he had planted his spears upright, butts 
downward, not for the sake of order but to have them 
ready for use.3 Furthermore, he regales his heroes 
on meat, and beef at that, evidently to give them 
strength, not pleasure.4 For instance, he is always 
talking about an ox being slain by Agamemnon, who 
was king over all and the richest, and of his inviting 
the chieftains to enjoy it. And to Ajax, after his 
victory, Agamemnon gives the chine of an ox as a 
mark of favour.5 But Homer never represents 
his heroes as partaking of fish although they are 

pnlsory, and they were an important factor in strengthening 
both the national and the class consciousness of the partici-
pants. 

a Iliad 10. 150-156. ' Iliad 7. 314. I Jliad 7. 321. 
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1 6a71.c!TT'11 Cobet: 6a71.&.TT1JS· 
• o 'A71.cl.{avBpos after deleted by Capps as a gloss. 

1 Republic 404 b. 
• Odyssey 20. 250 f. The fish in the streams <;>f Asia 

are notorious for their poor flavour, even to th1s day. Th1s 
may account for Homer's contempt for fish as an article of food. 
See John A. Scott in the Classical Journal, Vol. 12, p. 328 f, 
and Vol. 18, p. 242 f. 

s p.€vos does often mean "might," but the etymology of 

So 
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encamped by the sea; and yet he regularly calls the 
Hellespont fish-abounding, as in truth it is; Plato 1 

has very properly called attention to this striking 
fact. Nay, he does not even serve fish to the suitors 

banquet thou!Sh they are exceedingly 
hcentlous and luxury-lovmg men, are in Ithaca and, 
what is more, engaged in feasting. 2 Now because 
Homer does not give such details without a purpose, 
he is evidently declaring his own opinion as to what 
kind of nourishment is best, and what it is good for. 
If he wishes to commend a feast, he uses the expres-

' that is to say, ' able to supply 
might or strength.3 In the passages in question he 
is giving instruction and advice as to how good men 
should take thought even for their table, since, as it 
happened, he was not unacquainted with food of all 
kinds and with high living. So true is this that the 
peoples of to-day who have fairly gone mad in this 
direction-the Persians, Syrians and, among the 
Greeks, the Italiots,4 and Ionians-come nowhere 
near attaining the prodigality and luxury we find in 
Homer." 

" But how is it that he does not give the finest 
possible apparel to his heroes? " Philip enquired. 
" Why, by Zeus, he does," replied Alexander, 
" though it is no womanish or embroidered apparel; 
Agamemnon is the only one that wears a purple 
robe,5 and even Odysseus has but one purple cloak 
that he brought from home.6 For Homer believes 

now accepted is: " gratifying the desire"; hence 
"agreeable." Dio gives an incorrect etymology 

and meanmg. 
4 The Greeks of Southern Italy (Magna Graecia). 
5 Iliad 8. 221. 6 Odyssey 19. 225. 
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' " "o ' · ' e ryap oteTat oetv Jil1Jpor; TOll "''YeJLoVa 't'atveu at 
Ta7Tetvov ovoe Totr; 7ToA.A.otr; "a£ lotro-ratr; 5JLotov, 
aA.A.tt /CaL O"ToA.fi Kal 07TALO"Et 7Taptt 
Tovr; &A.A.ovr; f7TL To JLEtsov Kal creJLvoTepov, ov 
Tpvcpwii'Ta rye ovoe o-7Tovoa,ovTa Ttt TotavTa.1 

50 'TOV ryovv Kapa 'TOll xpvucp ICaA.A.ro7Tt,O}"eVOV elr; 
TOll 7ToA.eJLOV JLaA.a vf)ptcrniCW<; e'A.otoOp'IJcrev, el7Trov, 

8r; /CaL xpvuov 7TOAeJLOV0° rev ¥'Te ICOVP'IJ 
ovo' IJ,pa ol 7'0 ry' A.vrypov 

IJA.e(} pov, 
aA.A.' EOtLJL'IJ V7TO xepul 7TOOWICEO<; AlaiCLOao 
Ell 7TO'TaJLrp' xpvuov o' 'AxtA.evr; f/C0}"£0"0"6 oat-

cf>prov• 
... ' ft ft ,/.. ft " ' • ,/.. 51 /CaTarye"'rov avTov T'IJ<; T pV't''IJ<; aJLa Kat a't'-

pouvv'f)<;, 5n 'TOt<; 7TOAeJLLO£<; aBA.a EIC0}"£,6 'TOV 
Bava'TOV uxeoov. oiliCOVV cf>alve-rat xpvuocf>optar; 
E7Tatvwv o "OJL'IJpor;, Kal TaVTa elr; 7T'oA.eJLoV, 
'teA.£rov Te /CaL U'TpE7T'T'WV, OE xpvuwv cf>aA.a-
prov /CaL xaA.tvwv 07TOta 'TOV<; IIepua<; cf>aulv 
E7T£'T'1]0eve£11' ov ryttp "OJL'IJPOV 
TOW 7TOAejL£1CWV. 

52 'E" OE 'TOV'T'(J)II 7'0011 f7T£'T'1]0EVJLtL'T(J)V 'T'OV<; Te 
IJ,p'X,OII'Ta<; 7TE7TOL'IJICEV arya0ovr; Ka£ TO 7T'A.i]{}or; 
eiJTaiCTOV, 7Tpo(aut "/OVII aVTrp 

utryfi, oetotoTe<; O"'IJJ"tLIITOpar;, 
ol OE f)apf)apot }"E'Ttt 7TOA.A.ov Bopvf)ov /CaL aTa-
t:' ... , " ' " ,.. ,, Tat<; ryepavot<; OJLOtro<;• ror; TOVTO JLa"-to-Ta 

Kal vtiC'IJcpopov Ev Tot<; To l":n 
1 .,.(). 'TOICXV'T<t added by Paton. 

1 Iliad 2. 872-875.. I Iliad 4. 431. 
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that a commander should not be mean of appearance 
or look like the crowd of private soldiers, but should 
stand out from the rest in both garb and armour so 
as to show his greater importance and dignity, yet 
without being a fop or fastidious about such things. 
He roundly rebuked the Carian, for instance, who 
decked himself out for the war in trappings of gold. 
These are his words : 

' who, madly vain, 
Went to the battle pranked like a young girl 
In golden ornaments. They spared him not 
The bitter doom of death; he fell beneath 
The hand of swift Aeacides within 
The river's channel. There the great in war, 
Achilles, spoiled Nomion of his gold.' 1 

Thus he ridicules him for his folly as well as his 
vanity in that he practically carried to the foemen 
a prize for slaying him. Homer, therefore, clearly 
does not approve the wearing of gold, particularly 
on going into a battle, whether bracelets and neck-
laces or even such golden head-gear and bridles for 
one's horses as the Persians are said to affect; for 
they have no Homer to be their censor in affairs of 
war. 

"By inculcating such conduct as the following, 
he has made his officers good and his soldiers well 
disciplined. For instance, he has them advance 

'silently, fearing their leaders' 2 

whereas the barbarians advance with great noise and 
confusion, like cranes,a thus showing that it is impor-
tant for safety and victory in battle that the soldiers 

a Iliad 3. 1-9; 4. 431. 
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e'lvat TWV 
tl c;.•' If >I,J... Q ,.. ,/.. I J I ocrot o av wcrtv a't'ot-Jot Twv cr't'eTepwv apxovrwv, 

53 OfJTOt TaXtCTTa &v cpo$otVTO 7T'OA€ftLOUr:;. Kal 
Kat 'Axawvr:; KaB' 

cp IJCTL crTpaTo7reOevetV' 7rapa T pwcr/,v 
€7reto1) Tt 7T' A.eoveKTe'iv e!vat ot' 
OA'YJ<; VUKTO<; 

aUAWV crvpi'Y'YWV T 1 T 1 

e pcfmwv· 

. av-

TOUTO lKavov CT'YJft€tOV apeTfj<; KaKLa<;, 
av TdS TOUVaVTLOV 

54 p,eB' €p,ol ovv, 6J 7r&T€p, 
' ' ,/.. ' ''0 t' 1 ' ' CTW't'pOVtCTTYJ<; OOK€£ Kat 0 
TovTrp Tov vouv 7rpocrexew evTu-

T€ $acrt"A.evr:;. 'Yap 
V7rOT£0eTat Suo 

T€ avopeiav OtKatoUVV'YJV, 07T'OU cp'Y}criv, 
• A-.' (.) ... I • • B' ' • ap,'t'oTepov, t-JaCTt"'eur:; T a'Ya T 

TWV aA.A.wv TavTatr:; 
55 Ov f-1-0VOV aUTOV olp,at oe'iv 

'TOV $aut"A.ea 7rpor:; TO avope'iov Kat CT€{-tZJOV, a"A.A.a 
TWV aA.A.wv aKOVEtV avA.ovVTWV p,/jT€ 

KtBapt,OVTWV p,1)Te aoovTWV 
,/.. I t'\ .. \' t' A-.8 f \ TPV't'Epa, f-1-'YJO€ av "'O'YWV Ot€'t' opOTWV 

TWV ap,a-
56 BecrTCLTWV 'Y€'YOVOTM, a"A.A.a 7raVTa Ta TOtavTa 

7rpWTOV p,Ev Kal p,&A.tcrTa EK$a"A.e'iv 7roppwTciTw 
\ ) I "'" 1"1 f 1'\ "'" ""' >I "' Kat a7r07r€ft't' at auTou 'I' VX'YJ'>• €7r€£Ta 

l ooK•< added by Arnim. 

THE SECOND DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

stand in awe of their commanders. For those who are 
without fear of their own officers would be the first 
to be afraid of the enemy. Furthermore, he says 
that even when they had won a victory the Achaeans 
kept quiet in their camp,l but that among the 
Trojans, as soon as they thought they had gained any 
advantage, at once there were throughout the night 

'the sound 
Of flutes and fifes, and tumult of the crowd.' 2 

implying that here also we have an excellent indica-
tion of virtue or vice according as men bear their 
successes with self-restraint, or, on the contrary, with 
reckless abandon. And so to me, father, Homer 
seems a most excellent disciplinarian, and he who 
tries to give heed to him will be a highly successful 
and exemplary king. For he clearly takes for 
granted himself that the pre-eminently kingly virtues 
are two--courage and justice. Mark what he says, 

' An excellent king and warrior mighty withal.' 3 

as though all the other virtues followed in their train. 
"However, I do not believe that the king should 

simply be distinguished in his own person for courage 
and dignity, but that he should pay no heed to other 
people either when they play the flute or the harp, 
or sing wanton and voluptuous songs; nor should he 
tolerate the mischievous craze for filthy language that 
has come into vogue for the delight of fools; nay, he 
should cast out all such things and banish them to the 
uttermost distance from his own soul, first and fore-
most, and then from the capital of his kingdom-I 

1 Iliad 24. 1-3. 2 Iliad 10. 13. 3 Iliad 3. 179. 
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1 Jp.p.l-rpov -re t<al b.p.l-rpov Wilamowitz : Jp.p.l-rpovs -re t<al 
ll.p.i-rpovs. 

2 -re added by Reiske. 
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mean such things as ribald jests and those who 
compose them, whether in verse or in prose, along 
with scurrilous gibes-then, in addition, he should 
do away with indecent dancing and the lascivious 
posturing of women in licentious dances as well as 
the shrill and riotous measures played on the flute, 
syncopated music full of discordant turns, and motley 
combinations of noisy clanging instruments. One 
song only will he sing or permit to be sung-the song 
that comports with the God of War, full of vigour, 
ringing clear, and stirring in the hearer no feeling 
of delight or languidness, but rather an overpowering 
fear and tumult; in short, such a song as Ares himself 
awoke, as he 

' shrilly yelled, encouraging 
The men of Troy, as on the city heights 
He stood.' 1 

or as Achilles when, at the mere sound of his voice 
and before he could be seen, he turned the Trojans 
to flight and thus caused the destruction of twelve 
heroes midst their own chariots and arms.2 Or it 
might be like the triumphal song composed by the 
Muses for the celebration of victory, like the prean 
which Achilles bade the Achaeans chant as he brought 
Hector's body to the ships, he himself leading: 

' Now then, ye Achaean youth, move on and chant 
A paean, while, returning to the fleet, 
We bring great glory with us; we have slain 
The noble Hector, whom, throughout their town, 
The Trojans ever worshipped like a god.' 3 

1 Iliad 20. 52. • Iliad 18. 228-231. 
a Iliad 22. 391-394. 
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59 oe olp.at T'iJv 7rapa1C)VYJT£1C1v, ota TWV 
Jj&""Aa 7rpe7rovcra Tfi 

Av"ovpryov 7ro"'AtTeia 
' ' . 

lJ:yeT,' 6J evavOpOV 
'TraTepwv 'Tro"'At'Y}Tiiv, 

"'Aatli p.ev tTvv 7rpof3a"'A.euBe, 
s· evTo"'Ap.wr;; 'TT'a"'A"'Aovrer;;,l 

p.n rpetoop.evot Tiir;; 
ov rya.p 'TT'aTpwv T/j '!.1rapTq-. 

60 Xopevp.aTa oe ICQL xopovr;; ava"'Aoryov TOVTO£<; 
ov ovoe aX"'Aa olov , , , , "' , , , e " 
TE uw.,..povar;; e1raryetv ev "a euTwn 
pvBp.rjJ· lJpx'Y}ulv rye p.'iJv T'iJv evo1r"'A.tov, T'iJv 
rytryvop.EV'I}V Toir;; /lp.a !Cal p.eAETIJV 
Twv 7TOAep.t1Crov,2 t]r;; rp'Y}utv o !Cal Tov 
M'Y}ptOV'Y}V elvat• TWIJ ryap Tpwwv nva 
'1TE'TrO£'Y}Ke AeryovTa, 

M'T]ptOV'T], Taxa ICEIJ CTe wep ,, 
EOIJTQ, 

ep.ov fCQ,TE'Travue et CT0 

wep. 

61 uv oYet 11."'A"'A'T]V Twa "'Aeryetv E'TrluTau8at Tov 
TOV Mo"'Aov vlov, apt8 p.oup.evov ev apluTO£<; 
Twv 'Axatwv, T'iJv evo7r"'Atov Kovp'IJn"?jv, 
f}7rep ijv Toir;; Kp'l}ul, T'iJv oEeiav fCQ,L 
f."'A.arppav "lvrJutv To "al rpv"'A.a-

62 EauBat TO ; rye p.'iJv Evve-

1 .... &ll.ll.ov'l'u Luza.c : {3ali.Jo.ovns. 
1 The order is Arnim's: ... • • • 7ro'll.•p.tt<wv precedes 

ISpX1/IT"' in the MSS. 
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Or, finally, it might be the exhortation to battle such 
as we find in the Spartan marching songs, its senti-
ments comporting well with the polity of Lycurgus 
and the Spartan institutions : 

' Up, ye sons of Sparta, 
Rich in citizen fathers ; 
Thrust with the left your shields forth, 
Brandish bravely your spears ; 
Spare not your lives. 
That's not custom in Sparta.' 1 

" In conformity with these songs, our king should 
institute dance movements and measures that are 
not marked by reeling or violent motions, but are as 
virile and sober as may be, composed in a sedate 
rhythm ; the dance should be the ' enoplic,' 2 the 
execution of which is not only a tribute to the gods 
but a drill in warfare as well-the dance in which 
the poet says Meriones was skilful, for he has put 
these words into the mouth of a certain Trojan: 

' Had I but struck thee, dancer though thou 
art, 

Meriones, my spear had once for all 
Ended thy dancing.' 3 

Or do you think that he can have meant that some 
other dance was known to the son of Molus, who was 
accounted one of the best of the Achaeans, and not 
the military dance of the Kouretes, a native Cretan 
dance,' the quick and light movement designed to 
train the soldiers to swerve to one side and easily 
avoid the missile? From these considerations, more-

1 Attributed to Tyrta.eus, but probably of a later date. 
• This was a dance in full armour. 
a Iliad 16. 617-618. 
4 Meriones, the son of Molus, was a. Cretan. 
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7Tera£ flii]Oe euxa<; eiJxeueat TOV TOt<; 
aA.A.ot<; Of-LO[a<; f-L7JOe ail jTOV<; eeov<; KaA.e'iv oihw<; 
euxoJ-Levov f.Ju7Tep o 'Iwvwv 

&vag, rJ OaJ-La"A.TJ<; "Epw<; 
Kat N VJ-Lcpat Kvavw7Ttoe<; 

T' 'AcppoOLT1J 
uv J-L7Tai,ovutv, 

0' Vy'T]Att<; Kopvcpa<;, 
"/ovvovp..a£ ue, uv o' 
lfA,()' 
S' euxwA.Pjr; E7T'aKOU€tV. 

KA.ev(3ovA.tp o' arya()or; ryevev 
uvp..(3ovA.or;, TOV Ef.LOV o' epwT', 
& Aevvvue, oexeueat. 

63 lj Ala Ttt<; Twv 'ATTtKwv uKoA.twv T€ Kat 
E7TO£Viwv euxa<;, ou /3autA€VC1'£ 7Tp€7T'OVCTa<;, aA.A.a 
OrJJ-LOTat<; Kat cppaToputv iA.apo'ir; Kat ucpoopa 
, ' aVEtf-LEVO£<;, 

eY(}e Avpa "fEVO{J-LaV EA€cpavT£V7J, 
' " ' ' A ' ' /Cat f-LE Ka"'o£ 'TT'atoe<; 'f'opeotev tovvutov er; 

xopov. 
eW' U7TVpov ICaA.ov ryevoiJ-LaV j.drya xpvuiov, 
Ka{ J-LE cpopo£7J. 

64 7T'OAU oe f.LaAAOV W<; ''OJ-L'YJPO'> 7T'€7T0{7JIC€V euxo-
f-LEVOV Tov Twv 7TavTwv 'EA.A.'I}vwv, 

Z ' ... ..!.. \ '()' ' €V /CVOtCJ'TE f-LE"flCJ'TE /C€"-atv€'1'€<; at ept VatWV, 
\ ' ' ' , '" \ , \ '..!.. f-L'YJ 7rptv E'TT' 7JE"'tov ovvat Kat ICVE'f'a<; 
€A.8eZv, 

1 Bergk, Poetae Lyrici Graeci, Part 3, p. 254, and Lyra 
Graeca, Vol. 2, p. 138, in L.C.L. Dio is our only source for 
this poem. 
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over, it follows that the king should not offer such 
prayers as other men do nor, on the other hand, call 
upon the gods with such a petition as Anacreon, the 
Ionian poet, makes : 

• 0 King with whom resistless love 
Disports, and nymphs with eyes so dark, 
And Aphrodite, fair of hue, 
0 thou who rangest mountain crests, 
Thee do I beseech, do thou 
To me propitious come and hear 
With kindly heart the prayer I make : 
Cleobulus' confessor be 
And this love of mine approve, 
0 Dionysus.' 1 

Nor, by heavens, should he ever utter such prayers 
as those we find in the ballads and drinking-songs of 
the Attic symposia, for these are suitable, not for 
kings, but for country folk and for the merry and 
boisterous clan-meetings. For instance, 

• Would that I became a lovely ivory harp, 
And some lovely children carried me to Dionysus' 

choir! 
Would that I became a lovely massive golden 

trinket, 
And that me a lovely lady wore ! ' 2 

He would much better pray as Homer has represented 
the king of all the Greeks as praying: 

'0 Zeus, most great and glorious, who dost rule 
The tempest-dweller of the ethereal space ! 
Let not the sun go down and night come on 

! Given by Athenaeus also, 695 c. See Bergk, op. cit. 
p. 649. 
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'lrplv p,e team'lrp1JVE<; flaA.eew Tipulpmo p,eA.a-
Opov 

al8aA.oev, 'lrp-Y]uab o€ 'lrVpo<; OTJloto 86peTpa· 
'EteTopeov OE XbTOOVa '11"€pt oatEat 

A. • .,. f .,. ' t-• • .. ' ' ' .. xa te(f' poorya11.€0V, 'lrOII.eE<; 0 at"'t' aVTOV E'Tatpot 
'11"p1Jvee<; ev teovlvcnv ooaE A.atolaTo rya'iav. 

65 IloA.A.a OE teal /1)\.A.a 'Tb<; av el7retv '!rap' 
'Ti"atoevp,aTa teal otoaryp,aTa avope'ia 

/3autAttea, v1rep ruv tuoo<; p,atepon:pov Tct 1 vvv 
, t: ' "\. \ d ' f "' , , E7r€r,;teva.t. 'lr11.1]V on rye 'TTJV avTov ryvoop,TJV ev 
tl 2 ) I ,1.. ,.._ t1 1 J1 a'!rautv a'!rooetteVVTat ua'f'oo<;, on 7ravToov apt-
U'TOV Oetv 'TOV fJautA.ea elvat, p,aAtU'Ta 
t'o\ ' ' .... 'A I tf ' ..... oe €7r' 'TOV ryap,€JLVOVO<;, OTe TO 7rpOOTOV 'lrapa-

' \ \ \ \ f I 1 TaTTet T1JV uTpanav teab TOV<; 'TJ"f€p,.ova<; uvp,-
TravTa<; teaTa)l.eryet tea& To 3 '11"A.F]8o<; Twv vewv. 

66 etee£ ryap ovoe /lp,tA.AaV Twv /1A.)I.oov teaTa-
' f"\_ t' I \ J I '"\. "\. J t1 "' 1Jpruruv 'lrpo<; avTov, ouov Tavpo<; 
aryeA.1]<; V7reprpepet tea'Tct pwp,TJV teat p,erye8o<;, 'TO-
uoiiTov otarpepew cp1Jut Tov flautA.ea, oihoo<; 
A.eryoov· 

?j{;Te flov<; arye)l.'l]rpt p,ery' A€TO 'lraV'TOOV 
" f I Q I I ' 'TaVP,O<;' 0 ryap Te fJO€CTCT6 P,€Ta'lrpE'Iret arypo-
P,EV'[)U£' 

To'iov 11p' 'ATpelo1Jv 8-Y]tee Zev<; teElvCf>, 
' " ' -,.-,. " I "t: ' ' ete1rpe1re ev tea' e,.oxov 'TJprueuuw. 

67 'TOV'TO OE ovx cl7rAOO<; EYp'l]teEV, OoteE'iv, 
, ' , ,.. ' ' "' ' , to. "t: tuxvv avTov p,ovov eTratvruv teat E'lrtoetr,;at flov-

1 .,.a Capps, cf. Plato, Bymp. 203a : Toii. 
1 lv ll.ra.o..v Emperius : li.11'a.O'a.v. Arnim would place '1'111' 

.,;{,.,.oii • , • O'a..piils after 'A-ya.p.lp.vovos, deleting IJ.,.e before 
7r&.JI'T(I)JI. 
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Ere I shall lay the halls of Priam waste 
With fire, and give their portals to the flames, 
And hew away the coat of mail that shields 
The breast of Hector, splitting it with steel. 
And may his fellow-warriors, many a one, 
Fall round him to the earth and bite the dust.' 1 

" There are many other lessons and teachings in 
Homer, which might be cited, that make for courage 
and the other qualities of a king, but perhaps their 
recital would require more time than we now have. 
I will say, however, that he not only expresses his 
own judgment clearly in every instance-that in his 
belief the king should be the superior of all men-but 
particularly in the case of Agamemnon, in the passage 
where for the first time he sets the army in array, 
calls the roll of the leaders, and gives the tale of the 
ships. In that scene the poet has left no room for 
any other hero even to vie with Agamemnon; but 
as far as the bull surpasses the herd in strength and 
size, so far does the king excel the rest, as Homer says 
in these words : 

' And as a bull amid the homed herd 
Stands eminent and nobler than the rest, 
So Zeus to Agamemnon on that day 
Gave to surpass in manly port and mien 
The heroes all.' 2 

This comparison was not carelessly chosen, so it 
seems to me, merely in order to praise the hero's 
strength and in the desire to demonstrate it. In 

1 Iliad 2. 412-418. • Iliad 2. 480-483. 

• To added by Dindorf. 
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" I " \ :1. \ " I 1\0f.UJVO<;' OVT(l) JLEV ryap 07} Ka£ "'EOVT£ 7Tapa-
fJ " \ " " 1 > \ >A, a"'rov Ka"'wr; av avTov eooKe£ a't'op.otrouat• 

' " A,' ' t' ' I ' TO oe 'YJJL€pOV T7J<; 't'VUEro<; EVO€£KVVJLEVO<; Ka£ T7JV 
V7TEp TWV apxop.evrov 7rpo8vp.[av. 0 ryap Tavpo<; 
OVK euT£ TWV ryevvalwv p.ovov ovo€ avTOV 
')(,aptv 'XPTJTa£ TV aA.Kfi, Ka8a7rep 0 TE A.ewv Kat UV<; 
ot Te aeTot, OUdKOVT€<; Ta A.ot7Ta Kat KpelTTOV<; 
rytryVOJLEVO£ Tpocf>T]r; lveKa TTJ<; ahrov· Oto Kat 
p.a:\A.ov flv T£<; aVTOV<; cpaL'YJ TVpavv[Oo<; 7Tapa-

68 Oetryp.a "' fJautA.e[ar; ryeryovevat. 0 o€ Tavpo<; 
uacpror;, ep.ol OOKe'iv, 7Tpo<; fJautA.e[av Kat fJaut-
A.ewr; elKova 7TE7TO['f}Ta£, Tpocpfl T€ ryap f.To[p.y 
Kat OtalT'{l 'XPTJTa£ vep.op.evor;, '&SuTe JL7]0Jv oeiv 

JL7JOE 7TAEOVEKTe'iv TaVT7J<; lveKeV, aA.A.' 
&Su7rep TO'i<; oA.fJ[o£<; f]aU£AEVU£V aV€AAt7TTJ Kat 
flcp8ova ii7Tap')(,€tv 2 Ttt TTJ<; avaryKa[ov 

69 fJautA.evet o€ llpxet TWV op.ocpv'A.wv JLET' 

evvo[ar;, ro<; &v et7Tot T£<;, K7JO€JLOVLa<;, TOVTO 
\ 'f:: I \ e I A, I JLEV €5'YJryOVJLEVO<; VOJL'YJ<;, TOVTO oe 7]p£0V 't'aVEVTO<; 
J A, I ,, " :1. I > 1, ov 't'evrywv, a"'"'a 7TUU7J<; T'TJ<; arye"''YJ<; 7rpop.a-

')(,OJLEVO<; TO'i<; au8eveu£ f]o7]f!&Jv, 7rpo8vp.ov-
p.evo<; TO 7TA.7]8or; a7TO TWV YaA€7TWV 

J I e I S d \ \ ',)' \ aryptwv 7]ptwv· wu7rep Kat rov apxovTa 'XP'TJ 
Kat fJaut:\ea Trp lJvT£ Kat TTJ<; p.ery[UT'YJ<; EV 

70 av8pamo£<; OVK avaEtov np.T]r;. evloT€ rye p.T,v 
11A.A.7J<; aryeA.'T}<; E7T£if>avelu7]<; 7Tp0<; TOV 
EKelVTJ<; ;,ryep.ova v£K7J<; lveKa, ro<; KpelTTW JLEV 

' \ t'lf:: I \ f ' I' \ aVTOV oo5at, tcp€£TTW O€ T'T}V aVTOV arye"''TJV• Kat 
TO rye av8pro7TO£<; 7TOA.ep.e'iv, aA.A.a TWV 

ltcppovwv /;,Prov ;,ryep.ov£KWTaToV T€ llttUTOV 
7TeifJvKoTa ;;p.ror; 7rpouleu8at TOV KpetTTovor; 

1 &v added by Ja.cobs. 1 fnr&.pXEIII Arnim: fnr&.pxE•. 
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that case it seems that he would surely have chosen 
the lion for his simile and thus have made an excellent 
characterization. No, his idea was to indicate the 
gentleness of his nature and his concern for his 
subjects. For the bull is not merely one of the nobler 
animals ; nor does it use its strength for its own sake, 
like the lion, the boar, and the eagle, which pursue 
other creatures and master them for their own 
bellies' sake. (For this reason one might in truth 
say that these animals have come to be symbols of 
tyranny rather than of kingship.) But clearly, in 
my opinion, the bull has been used by the poet to 
betoken the kingly office and to portray a king. 
For the hull's food is ready to hand, and his sustenance 
he gets by grazing, so that he never needs to employ 
violence or rapacity on that score; but he, like 
affluent kings, has all the necessaries of life, unstinted 
and abundant. He exercises the authority of a king 
over his fellows of the herd with good-will, one might 
say, and solicitude, now leading the way to pasture, 
now, when a wild beast appears,not fleeing but fighting 
in front of the whole herd and bringing aid to the weak 
in his desire to save the dependent multitude from 
dangerous wild beasts ; just as is the duty of the ruler 
who is a real king and not unworthy of the highest 
honour known among men. Sometimes, it is true, 
when another herd appears upon the scene, he engages 
with its leader and strives for victory so that all may 
acknowledge his superiority and the superiority of his 
herd. Consider, again, the fact that the bull never 
makes war against man, but, notwithstanding that 
nature has made him of all unreasoning animals the 
best and best fitted to have dominion, he nevertheless 

• 6'1/p£01, added by Upton, 
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accepts the dominion of his superior; and although 
he acknowledges his inferiority to none as regards 
strength, spirit, and might, yet he willingly sub-
ordinates himself to reason and intelligence. Why 
should we not count this a training and lesson in 
kingship for prudent kings, to teach them that 
while a king must rule over men, his own kind, 
because he is manifestly their superior, who justly 
and by nature's design exercises dominion over 
them ; and while he must save the multitude of his 
subjects, planning for them and, if need be, fighting 
for them and protecting them from savage and 
lawless tyrants, and as regards other kings, if any 
such there should be, must strive with them in 
rivalry of goodness, seeking if possible to prevail over 
them for the benefit of mankind at large; yet the 
gods, who are his superiors, he must follow, as being, 
I verily believe, good herdsmen, and must give full 
honour to their superior and more blessed natures, 
recognizing in them his own masters and rulers and 
showing that the most precious possession which 
God, the greatest and highest king, can have is, first 
himself and then those who have ben appointed to 
be his subjects? 

" Now we know how wise herdsmen deal with a 
bull. When he becomes savage and hard to handle, 
and rules outrageously in violation of the law of 
nature, when he treats his own herd with contempt 
and harms it, but gives ground before outsiders who 
plot against it and shields himself behind the helpless 
multitude, yet, when there is no peril at hand, waxes 
overbearing and insolent, now bellowing loudly in a 
menacing way, now goring with levelled horns any 
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fL€VO<; l laxvv fV TOt<; TOt<; OV 
t-taXOfLEVO£<;, TO oe TWV {3owv OVK Jwv 
VEfLE<TBat KaB' i}uvxlav ot' fK7TA.'I]g£V cf>o{3ov, 
TOTe TOVTov ol oe<T7TOTat (3ovKoA.ot fL€TE<TT'YJ-

uav Kal /jcf>avtuav, W<; OVK ovoe 
74 <TVfLcpepovTa i}ryetuBat Tij<; a"feA.rw TOV oe 7T paov 

\ "" r I (.) I ''"' ,, \ I. \ fLEV Tat<; €7TOfL€Vat<; t-JOV<Ttv, €V 'I' VXOV 0€ Kat 
llcf>o{3ov 7Tpo<; TtZ B'Y]pla, <T€fLVOV oe Kat fL€"faA.o-'"' , ... , 7Tp€7r'Y] Kat OVVaTOV .,-VI\.aTT€£V Kat 7rpO'Y}ryet<T at 
Tij<; aryeA.'I]<;, TOL<; o€ rye VOfL€V<T£V €tKOVTa Kat ef ,,.. I I t' I 
7r€£ OfLEVOV, EW<T£ fLEXP£ ry'Y}pW<; V<TTaTOV, Kav TJO'Y] 

75 {3apvT€po<; TO <TWfLa ryeV'Y}Ta£. OfLOLW<; oe Kal oi 
Beot Kat 0 fLErya<; {3arnA.eV<; {3arnA.ewv, che 
K'Y}O€fL6Jv Kat KO£VO<; av8pw7rwV Kal Bewv, 
Zeu<;, &r; avBpw7rWV ryeV'Y}'Ta£ {3lato<; Kat llOtKO<; 
Kat 7rapaVOfLO<; apxwv, luxvv OV TOt<; 7TOA.e-

fL{O£<; fVO€lKVVfL€VO<;, aA.A.a TOt<; tJ7T'Y}KOO£<; Kat TOt<; 
cpiA.ot<;, (},7TA.'Y}<TTO<; fLEV ijoovwv, &7rA.'I]<TTO<; Oe 
XP'YJfLUTWV, t17Tovoijuat Taxvr;, at-telA.tKTO<; oprytu-e I '!:' \ <:' Q "\ I 2 > 8' "\ f €£<;, Oc,;V<; 7rpo<; otat-Jo"'a<;, a7ret 'Y]<; "'O"fO£<;, 7ravovp-
ryo<;, e7T£{3ovA.o<;, Ta7Te£VO<;, avBaO'Y]<;, TOV<; KaKOV<; 
ai5gwv, TOt<; KpE£TTO<T£ cp8ovwv, 7ratOe{ar; a<TVV€TO<;, 
cf>iA.ov ovoeva Vot-tlswv ovo' exwv, W<; eA.aTTOV 

76 avTOV TO 3 eKe'ivov fK7Too6Jv 
\ I t' ' "t: '' {.:) I Kat fLET€<TT'YJ<T€V, W<; OVK ac,;tOJ' OVTa t-Ja<Tt"A.€V€£V 

OVOf KO£VWV€tV Try<; 4VTOV TtfLij<; Kat f7rWVVfL£ar;, 
I , I \ ' .... el fL€Ta T€ at<TXVV'Yj<; Kat 7Tp07r'Yjl\.aKt<TfLOV, Ka a7rep 

olt-tat <PaA.aptv Te Kal 'A 7roA.A.oowpov Kat 7ToA.A.ovc; 
""\ "\ < I \ <:'I > <:' 

77 a/\.1\.0V<; TWV OfLO£WV' TOV 0€ rye avopetOV Kat 
1 after deleted by Arnim. 
2 71'p0S l>to.,BoA&.s Emperius : l><o..BoAo.'is or 
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who cannot resist, thus making show of his strength 
upon the weaker who will not fight, while at the same 
time he will not permit the multitude of the cattle to 
graze in peace because of the consternation and panic 
he inspires-when the owners and the herdsmen, I say, 
have such a bull, they depose and kill him as not being 
fit to lead the herd nor salutary to it. That bull, on 
the other hand, which is gentle towards the kine of his 
following but valiant and fearless towards wild beasts, 
that is stately, proud, and competent to protect his 
herd and be its leader, while yet submissive and 
obedient to the herdsmen-him they leave in charge 
till extreme old age, even after he becomes too heavy 
of body. In like manner do the gods act, and 
especially the great King of Kings, Zeus, who is the 
common protector and father of men and gods. If 
any man proves himself a violent, unjust and lawless 
ruler, visiting his strength, not upon the enemy, but 
upon his subjects and friends; if he is insatiate of 
pleasures, insatiate of wealth, quick to suspect, 
implacable in anger, keen for slander, deaf to reason, 
knavish, treacherous, degraded, wilful, exalting the 
wicked, envious of his superiors, too stupid for 
education, regarding no man as friend nor having one, 
as though such a possession were beneath him,-
such a one Zeus thrusts aside and deposes as un-
worthy to be king or to participate in his own honour 
and titles, putting upon him shame and derision, as 
methinks he did with Phalaris 1 and Apollodorus 1 

and many others like them. But the brave and 
1 Tyrants of monstrous cruelty. See Index. 

a Arnim, following Wilamowitz, deletes TO, but wrongly. 
One might read tw, but the participle does not have 
to be expressed. 
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1 .,-wos Reiske: .,.,, or .,.,. 
2 '13dv8?puov Wyttenba.ch: 'A-yd8uptrov or ll.v 811puo11. 
8 -ye Retake : 

1 Cyrus the Elder, founder of the Persian Empire, reigned 
from 559 to 529 B.o. 

2 Founder of the Median Empire, ruled 53 years according 
to Herodotus. 
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humane king, who is kindly towards his subjects and, 
while honouring virtue and striving that he shall not 
be esteemed as inferior to any good man therein, 
yet forces the unrighteous to mend their ways and 
lends a helping hand to the weak-such a king Zeus 
admires for his virtue and, as a rule, brings to old 
age, as, for instance, according to tradition, Cyrus 1 

and Deioces 2 the Mede, Idanthyrsus 3 the Scythian, 
Leucon,' many of the Spartan kings, and some of the 
earlier kings of Egypt. But if the inevitable decree 
of fate snatches him away before reaching old age, yet 
Zeus vouchsafes unto him a goodly renown and 
praise among all men for ever and ever, as indeed," 
concluded Alexander, "he honoured our own 
ancestor, who, because of his virtue, was considered 
the son of Zeus-I mean Heracles." 

Now when Philip heard all this, he was delighted 
and said, " Alexander, it wasn't for naught that we 
esteemed Aristotle so highly, and permitted him to 
rebuild his home-town Stagira,5 which is in the 
domain of Olynthus. He is a man who merits many 
large gifts, if such are the lessons which he gives you 
in government and the duties of a king, be it as 
interpreter of Homer or in any other way." 

8 The name of two Scythian kings. How long they lived 
is not known. 

' Powerfnl king of Bosporus, who reigned from 393 to 
353 B.O. 

5 Sta.gira had been destroyed during Philip's operations 
against the Greek towns of Chalcidice. In 342 B.o. Aristotle 
was appointed tutor to Alexander, and at his own request his 
native city was rebuilt and a. gymnasium erected there for the 
use of himself and his pupils. 
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THE THIRD DISCOURSE 
ON KINGSHIP 

Dio's protest in this Discourse that he is not flattering 
would seem to indicate clearly that he is addressing Trajan-
otherwise his words would be meaningless-and many of the 
things said point to the existence of very cordial relations be-
tween the orator and that emperor. Hence it is inferred that the 
third Discourse is later than the first. V on Arnim suggests 
that it was delivered before Trajan on his birthday, September 
18th, in A.D. 104. 

Stoic and Cynic doctrine as to the nature of the true king 
is set forth. The reference to the sun is of Stoic origin. 
Then Trajan, the type of the true king, is contrasted with the 
Persian king to the latter's disadvantage. 
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3. IIEPI r 
'AB1]v1]rTt, 7rp€rTj3UT1]<; Kat 

' 6. \ \ ' , ... \ , 7r€V1J<;, OV Ka£ (TU rytryVWrTK€£<; aKOTJ 7rp0 7raVU 
7roXXwv ETwv ryevop,evov, 7rvBop,€vou nvor; el 
evoa£p,ova vop,!t;ot TOV ITeprTWV j3arTtX€a, Tvx6v, 
el7r€V, evoa£p,wv· OUK ecp1] o€ auTo<; el0€vat Otli 
TO rTVryryev€rTBat avTijJ fo1JOE rytryVWrTK€£V 07l"OtO<; 
E(TT£ ou.fvotav, W<; OVK aXXax6Bev olp,at 
rytryvop,evov TO euOatp,ovet'v, a7ro xpurrwp,aTwv 
7rOA€liJV xwpa<; aA.Xwv avBpw7rwv, EKarTT'f 
o€ 7rapa T€ aVTOU Kat Ti}<; avTOU Otavo£ar;. 

'0 p,ev ovv 'ZwKpaTf]<;, OT£ ETuryxavev a'!retpo<; 
&v TOU IT€prrou Tfj<; 1fruxiJ<;, a7!"Hpo<; 
eZvat Kat Ti}<; eu0a£p,ov£ar; aUTOU. €ryw o€, w 

..._ ' I I I \ \ "fEVVat€ avToKpaTop, 7raparyeryova rTOt Kat TVXOV 
ouoevo<; ep,7r€tpo<; elp,t Ti}<; cri}<; cpurrew<;, OT£ 
Tvryxavet<; xa£pwv aX1]Be£a Kat 7rapp7]rr{a p,axxav • e I \ ) I ", I \ \ ' '"\ I 3 1J W7r€£a Kat a7raTTJ· avTuca Ta<; p,ev a,._oryou<; 
, 1:' , •' I e , , e I '"' 1JOOVa<; U7r07rT€U€t<; Ka a7r€p av pw7l"OU<; KOf\.aKa<;, 

TOV<; o€ 'TrOVOU<; l17rOfoEV€t<;, €X€ryxou<; V7rOAap,/3avwv 
eivat Tfj<; apeTi}<;. o€ opw rre, avToKpaTop, 
EVTuryxavOVTa TOt<; 7raAatat<; UVOparrt Kat CTUVtEVTa 
cppov£f-LWV Kat aKpt/3wv AOo/WV, cp1]p,t rracpw<; 
avopa eivat f-LaKapwv, TOV p,ery£rTT1JV f-LEV exovm 

1 Darius Nothus: reigned from 424 to 405 B.o. 
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WHEN Socrates, who, as you also know by tradition, 
lived many years ago, was passing his old age in 
poverty at Athens, he was asked by someone whether 
he considered the Persian king 1 a happy man, and 
replied, " Perhaps so "; but he added that he did 
not really know, since he had never met him and had 
no knowledge of his character, implying, no doubt, 
that a man's happiness is not determined by any 
external possessions, such as gold plate, cities or 
lands, for example, or other human beings, but in 
each case by his own self and his own character.2 

Now Socrates thought that because he did not 
know the Persian king's inner life, he did not know 
his state of happiness either. I, however, most noble 
Prince,a have been in your company and am perhaps 
as well acquainted with your character as anyone, 
and know that you delight in truth and frankness 
rather than in flattery and guile. To begin with, you 
suspect irrational pleasures just as you do flattering 
men, and you endure hardship because you believe 
that it puts virtue to the test. And when I see you, 
0 Prince, perusing the works of the ancients and com-
prehending their wise and close reasoning, I maintain 
that you are clearly a blessed man in that you wield a 

• Socrates is reported as giving this answer in Plato, 
Gorgias 4 70 e. 

• The Emperor Trajan. 
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power second only to that of the gods and neverthe-
less use that power most nobly. For the man who 
may taste of everything that is sweet and avoid 
everything that is bitter, who may pass his life in the 
utmost ease, who, in a word, may follow his own 
sweet will, not only without let or hindrance but with 
the approval of all-when that man, I say, is at once 
a judge more observant of the lawthan an empanelled 
jury, a king of greater equity than the responsible 
magistrates in our cities, a general more courageous 
than the soldiers in the ranks, a man more assiduous 
in all his tasks than those who are forced to work, 
less covetous ofluxury than those who have no means 
to indulge in luxury, kindlier to his subjects than a 
loving father to his children, more dreaded by his 
enemies than are the invincible and irresistible gods-
how can one deny that such a man's fortune is a 
blessing, not to himself alone, but to all others as 
well? 

For in the case of the generality of men, those 
either in private station or holding some petty office, 
the individual's personal fortune is of slight account 
and concerns himself alone ; but let untold cities 
yield obedience to a man, let countless nations be 
governed by his judgment, let tribes of men un-
numbered and hostile to one another look to his 
prudence alone, and that man becomes the saviour 
and protector of men everywhere-that is, if such 
be his type. For when a man governs and holds 
sway over all mankind, his prudence avails to help 
even the imprudent, since he takes thought for 

3 aAI<II'rlvrepos Capps, avtip«Onpos w eil: tiu<a<OTEpo!. 
' 1; Capps, cf. §§ 7, 10 infra: t<al. 6 1i added by Capps. 
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./.. ' ' ' , ... ' ./.. !TW'f'pO!TVV1J Kat croo'f'po-
Vf.CTTJpov<; 7TOL€t' ryap 

OE 0tKatO!TVV1J Kat TOL<; ahijr; p.era-
<:-1<:' ' <:'\ , <:- • ' ' $. , ·'·' OtOW!TtV' 1J 0€ avopeta Kat 'JTTOV f.V 't' VXOV<; 
OV f.£0VOV crq}setv, aA,A,a Kat 

8 7TOte'iv OVVaTat. oihe ryap OlJrW<; aryav 
OV0Et8 r'!Jcrre 8appe£v f7T0f.£EVO<; p.e()' OU Tdl V£1div 
tl ,, , \ ,.. ' ' " €TOtf.£OV, OUT€ €7Tt TO!TOVTOV WCTT€ 

pq,Bvp.e'iv 7Tpocrranop.evov 2 opwv rp p.ovov TO 7Tpocr-
TlLTT€tv ifvetp.ev o 8eor;, ovo' av crif>oopa oi5rw<; 
,, tf .... 3f\4fl ' avatcrxvvro<; wcrre 7Tovovvn v1rep f.Tepwv 7Tapwv 

4> Td 7TOVe'iv OVK 5 avaryKa'iov, TOVTf[J OE 
9 !TVf.£7TOV€tV €8€A-ew. OOKe'i f.£0£ Kat "Op.rypo<; avro 

rovro if>pasetv· ryap roD xprycrrov fJacrt-
A-ewr;, E7l't 7Tacrtv etp1}1C€V, 

apeTWcrt OE A-aot U7T' avTov. 

o ryap p.€v aA-A-otr; KaA-ov 
KTijp.a V€VOf.£t!Cf.V, aVT/j> Oe Kat avary-

10 Ka'iov. TfVt f.£EV ryap Oe'i if>povr}creoo<; 
,ry rep /3ovA-evop.evrp 7T€pt TWV p.erylcrrwv ; rlvt o€ 
aKpt/3ECTTEPM ,ry T(j> p.elsovt TWV 
vop.wv; rivt oE €ryKparecrr€pa<; lj lhw 

' ''f: ' <:-' , <:- ' , .f '• 7TavTa e5ecrn ; Ttvt oe 1J 
11 '.!..' • ' ' '='' '.!.. ' v'f' ov rravra nva oe p.a/\,1\,ov ev'f'pawet 

Ttt epya lj TdV 
8earar; Kat lfxovra Tijr; auTou ; 
wcrre rrpcfgavn f.£'YJOEv o'lov re A-aBe'iv, ov 
p.fiA-A-ov lj rlj> i;A-trp 7Topevecr8at Ota 

I08 

1 .,.1! added by Capps. 
2 wpoU'TaTT6p.evov Cap_ps: 'lf'apa-rO.TTtH'Ta or rpoffT0.TTov-ra,. 
3 ,.ovoiJ,.,., added by Cohoon. 
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all alike ; his temperance serves to 
the intemperate, since his eye is over. all ahke; 
justice gives of itself even to the unJust; . and his 
courage is able, not only to save the less vahant, but 
even to fire them with greater courage. For no one 
is such a coward as not to feel reassured when he 
follows a general with whom victory is certain, nor so 
exceeding indifferent as to sit at ease when he sees 
submitting to take orders that man to whom God 
has apportioned the right to give orders only, nor, 
again, so completely lost to a sense of shame that 
he can watch a man toiling in behalf of another 
although under no necessity to yet refus,e 
him aid. This, it seems to me, IS exactly Homer s 
view as well; for, after speaking of the ideal king, 
he concludes by saying, 

" And virtuous 1 the people beneath him." 2 

Such a king considers virtue a fair possession for 
others but an absolute necessity for himself. Who, 
in fact, must exercise greater wisdom than he who 
is concerned with the weightiest matters ; who, a 
keener sense of justice than he who is above the law; 
Who a more rio-orous self-control than he to whom all 

' h things are permissible ; who, a stouter courage t an 
he upon whom the safety of everything ? 
And who takes greater delight in the works of VIrtue 
than he who has all men as spectators and witnesses 
of his own soul ?-so that nothing he may do can 
ever be hidden any more than the sun can run its 

1 Virtuous in the sense of possessing the good traits of 
character just mentioned. 

I Homer, Odyssey 19. 114. 

4 ... €p Capps : 'll'Epl. li ol11c added by Cohoon. 
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' ' "" "\ , "' ' " ' ' 7TaVTa ryap Ta"'"'a ava't'atvoov 7TpOOTOV eav•ro;, 
f7T t0€LKVVCTt, 

Aeryoo TaVTa OUK aryvowv c;,., ,.a p7]8EVTa vvv 
v7T' fj.£0V Jv 7TA€LOVt xpovrp avd'Y"'TJ AE"f€U8at• 
.,. "\, , " ' , ' "' " ' a"'"' ovtc eun J.£7J7rOT€ E"fOO 't'avoo Tt tcoA.atceta 

"\ ' , \ .,. ' , , .,. ' . ' 
/\.€"fOOV' OV ryap Ol\.£"f'Y/V OVO€ €V OM"fOO XPOVOO 

12 

"'f<;> Q ' - .,. (} ' , ' 1:'' , •, 13 oeoootca "'auavov e"'ev et oe eryoo 
, ' tf ... , ... "'" , 

14 

7rpoTepov J.tEV OT€ 7rautv ava'Ytcatov eootcet 'f' ev· 
Seu8at s,a rp6{1ol1, aA.7J(}€V€£11 ETOAJ.£0011, 

TavTa tct11Dv11evoo11 11v11 of., l>Te 
7TiiO'tl1 e'EUTt TCLA'1]8fj Xeryetl1, tevoopat, 

"" ' <A 't' I , Kti10VI10V OVK a11 Eto€£'1]11 OV'T€ 7Tap· 
p7Ju[a<; oihe tcatpo11. 

KaiTot 1 oi 7TpaTTOI1Ter; oTtou11 
EKOVTer; I} XP7JJ.£cl'TOOI1 7TpaTTOvuw I} oo,7Jr; 
"' St' T£11a /J,A.X7]11 "' A0t'lr011 olj.tat ot' 

15 Kat TO tcaAOI1 auTo Ttj.£WVT€<;. o€ 
J.£EI1 Xa{1e'i11 1rap' ouoe11or; 7rW7rOT6 

i]'looua, 7TOAAWI1 oovvat {1ovA.oj.tEI10011, TWI1 EJ.taV· 
'TOV o€ oX£ryool1 V7Tapx011'T(J)I1 ou j.£011011 fl-ETaOtOOV<; 
ETepot<;, aXXa teat p£7TTOOI1 rpa111}UOj.£at 7TOAAatct<;. 

16 1Tola11 J()'Y/PWJ.£7]11, o7roTe tea£ 'TWI1 

17 

"\. I f "' '"' I I I KOI\.aKOOV Ot 't'a11epoo<; 7T€7r0t'T]j.£€110t T€((,1J'YJI1 TaV'T'1]11 
Oj.£0AOryovutv a7Tai1TOOI1 a'Y/OEO'TaTOI1 2 TO tcoXatcevew; 
7TW<; ryap ?v' /J,A.Xo11 aOLtcoo<; e'lrawfj Tt<;, auTIJV 
1:' ' ' (} • ottcatoo<; ,Yeryeu at ; 

K '' >1:'\>ll:'f: ,, • 1:'" at j.t'T}V OVO€ €1100s011 OVO€ Ka/\.011 EtVat OOK€£ 

TO KOAatcevetl1, tl1a Ttj.tfj<; g11€K€11 "' ot' apen}v Tt<; 
'TOV'TO f'lrtT'Y/OEV'[J. 7raUWI1 ryttp W<; e'lrO<; el7r€tl1 
Twv tcatctWI1 aluxluT'Y/11 T£'> ct11 eilpot tcoXa· 

1 «al.,.o< rr6p.1ravns Reiske: «al 'l"olvvv 7<&v.,.es, 
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course in darkness; for, in bringing all other things 
to light, it reveals itself first. 

These things I say in the full knowledge that my 
present statements will have to be repeated at 
greater length ; and yet there is no danger of my 
appearing to speak aught in flattery, since I have 
given no slight nor fleeting evidence of my sincerity. 
If, in bygone days when fear made everyone think 
falsehood a necessity,! I was the only one bold enough 
to tell the truth even at the peril of my life, and yet 
am lying now when all may speak the truth without 
incurring danger-then I could not possibly know 
the time for either frankness or flattery. 

Again, all who act deliberately do so either for 
money, for reputation, or for some pleasurable end, 
or else, I suppose, for virtue's sake and because they 
honour goodness itself. But I could never bring 
myself to accept money from anyone, although many 
are willing to give it. Nay, little as I had, you 
"ill find that I not only shared it with others, but 
actually squandered it many a time. And what 
sort of pleasure was I seeking, when even those 
flatterers who openly follow the business acknow-
ledge that to play the flatterer is of all things most 
distasteful ? For what pleasure is there in praising 
someone else undeservedly merely to be deservedly 
blamed one's self? 

Furthermore, flattery seems neither reputable nor 
honourable even when practised to gain distinction, 
or from some other worthy motive. Nay, of all vices, 
I may say, flattery will be found to be the meanest. 

1 Under the Emperor Domitian. 

Ill 
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18 'TTproTov f.LEv ryap To ot-
Otarp0e£pet, TCJV e'TTatvov, WfTTe f.L'T]ICfTt 

OO!Ceiv 'TT£UTOV f.L7JOE aX7]Bror; rytryVOf.L€VOV, TO 
rye 'TTtLVT(J)V 0E£VOTaTOV, Ttt Tfjr; apeTfjr; E'TTaB"Aa 
TV oloroutv. WUT€ 'TTOAV xe'ipov oprout 
Trov otarpBetpovTrov To vof.Ltuf.La' ot f.LEV ryap {m-
O'TTTov 'TTOtOVU£ TO VOf.LLUf.La, oi OE 
" a'TTLfTTOV, 

19 "E?TeLTa OE Otf.LaL ae£ 1 '/rOT€ 0 '1TOV7Jpor; 
J f "\ f \ >/ >/ A ""' aVO'T}TO<; 1\.Eryerat Kat €UT£V OVTW<;, TW Ot" a't'povt 

' Q '/J ( ' t: ,.. ' ,.. 'TTaVTa<; V?TEpfJefJ:\7]/CEV 0 f.LOVO<; ryap TWV 
·"' J-' ' ·" 'B ' • ' e a't'aVL":,OVTWV T7JV a"-7J Etav 7Tpor; €/C€lVOV<; appet 
Ttt ,Yevofj 'Xeryetv TOV<; f.LaXtuTa eloorar; lJTt 
"'#'> ' \ , ' , "' ( ,.. ., evoerat. Tt<; ryap a?Tetpor; euTt Trov eavrov 
7Tparyw1.Trov ; T{r; T]XlOtor; ofhror; lJun<; otoe 
'TTOTepov 'TTOVOt<; paBvf.L{a xa£pet !Cat 'TTOTepov 

"\. I ll ',\ \ t. f \ 
'f}OETat 'ITI\EOV exrov 1J Ta ot/Cata 'TTpaTTWV !Cat 
'TTorepov Trov 
'TTpaEerov 

20 Kat TOLVVV & f.LtLXtuTa o'teTat, xaplteuOat TOt<; 
J?TatvOvf.Levotr;, Oo!Ce'i ro6Tov f.LaXtuTa 
a?ToTvryxavetv' TOUvavrlov ryap a'TTexBaveuBat 
f.LElX'Xov I, ')(_ap£teuBat Toir; TeXf.ror; 

21 avTL!Ca o TOV 'TTfV'T}Ta f.La!Cap£trov ror; 7T:\ovutov 
auTo<; f.LEV ,YevoeTat, T/j> OE f.La!Capttof.Levrp 
'TTevlav ovetOltet. 'TTaXtv 0 TOV a'tuxtfTTOV ro<; 

"\ \ J "' "\ A ,/, f \ 9 "a"'ov e?Tatvrov a"'"'o Tt 1J 7Tpo't'epet To atuxor; 
auTcp; -:, 0 TOV ava?T7Jpov oXo!CX7]pov elvat 'Xeryrov 
'TTOO<; xapltotTO Tfj<; aTvxlar;; 
-o OE av TOV aV07JTOV ro<; rppoVLf.LOV Vf.LVOOV, oiho<; 

TVXOV a?TaVT(J)V EL'T} 'TTtBavwTepor; Ottt 
/lvotav TOV a/COVOVTO<; TOUOVT'f' rye f.LEltova 
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In the first place, it debases a thing most beautiful 
and just, even praise, so that it no longer appears 
honest or sincere, and-what is most outrageous-it 
gives to vice the prizes of virtue. Flatterers, there-
fore, do much more harm than those who debase the 
coinage : for whereas the latter cause us to suspect 
the coinage, the former destroy our belief in virtue. 

Then again, as I see the matter, we always call the 
bad man a fool, and so he really is ; but for downright 
folly the flatterer outdoes all, since he is the only 
perverter of the truth who has the hardihood to tell 
his lies to the very persons who know best that he is 
lying. For who does not know his own business? or 
who is so stupid as not to know whether work or 
idleness brings him joy, whether he finds pleasure in 
over-reaching another or in acting justly, and whether 
he is the slave of pleasure or a lover of noble deeds? 

And, further, it seems to me that the flatterer fails 
worst just where he is most confident that he is 
succeeding-namely, in pleasing those whom he 
praises. Nay, he is odious rather than pleasing to 
them unless they be utter fools. For example, he 
who congratulates a poor man on his wealth not only 
lies himself, but holds up to scorn the poverty of the 
man he congratulates. Again, does not he who 
praises a most ugly person for his beauty simply cast 
his ugliness in his teeth? Or how could he who calls 
a cripple able-bodied please him by reminding him of 
his misfortune ?-The man, however, who lauds the fool 
for his wisdom is perhaps the most convincing of all 
on account of the stupidity of his hearer and thus does 

1 U.e£ added by Emperius. 

IIJ 
VOL. I. E 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

{3A.a(3·rw· dva1re£8et 'YtLP imep eav'Tov 
/3oVAEVf!.U8at Kat E7rt'Tpe7retv. 

22 o p,eV'TOt 'YE 1 TOV oetAOV dvope'i:ov 
otKato'Ta'Ta XPfi'Tat 'TY &.vola Tov KoAa-' , \ .,. ... ' , '" Kevop,evov· 'Taxtrr'Ta 'Yap av otp,at a7ro"'ot'To 

av'Tfj> Kat J.vope£M 'TtL ep'Ya 
23 e7rtXetpwv.-Ka86)..ov of. p,ev o 

ov KaTa'Yt'YvoorrKe'Tat p,6vov, J.)..)..{L Kat p,tue'i'Tat· 
OOKe'i 'Yap Ka'Ta'Y€AWV )..e'Yetv. of. UA'1}-

)..e'Yet OV 7'V'Yxavet 
'Ti 'Yap Kal OOKE'i 'TUA.'1}8fj )..e'YWV ; 

2 '\ f \ I I > ••• f ! 'TrO"'V 'Yf f.L7JV fU'Tt 'TWV '1'EV00f.J,€VWV , . , , I , p,ap'TvpwV' ot p,ev 'Y p ov ota'l' etoovut Tov 
I ., '\ \ I 'f: I '\ otKaCTT'YJV, a"'"'a p.ovov ec,;a7ra'Twrrtv, o oe Ko"'a-

Kevwv /ip.a nj) E1ra£vrp. 
25 "lva o€ al'Tlav exw 

8e)..ovut 8ta{3a)..)..etv UV 'TOV Ka'T' 
€8eA.etv e7ratve'iu8at, 7rOt'ljuop,at 
imep 'TOV XP7JU'TOV o7ro'iov elvat Se'i 
Kat -!] otarpopa Tov 1rporr7rowvp,evov p,ev 
, 9 "\ J I J "' \ etvat, 7r"'etrr'Tov oe Kat 

26 el oe rp'ljuet aet 2 p,e 
7rOte'iu8at 'TOV'TO er7J KOtVOJI ep,ol 'TO 
" '\ \ .... I ,/, ' ' 'I I €'YK"'7Jf.La Kat .;..wKpa'Tet. 'l'aut 'Yap 7rO'TE 7r7rtav 
'TOV 'H)..e'iov, s,a XPOVOV UICOVOV'Ta 'TOV 

7rep'l, tcal 
Ka'i, llu1rep eloo8ev, Kv-

Kal, Kat Kat Kepa-
1 > rf ,/, I n /'\ \ > I 27 Et7retv, aTe uo'l'tU'T7JV, a"'tv uv Tav'Ta, 

Kat erp7J, Ka'i, 'TWV 
1 p.Jv.,.o• 'Y• Cohoon : 'Y?t.p. 1 a•l added here by 

Capps. Jacobs and Arnim would place it after .. v.,.ovs. 
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n.ll the greater harm, since he induces the fellow to 
take his own counsel and not trust to intelligent men. 
But the man who extols the coward as a hero makes 
the most justifiable use of the folly of him who is flat-
tered; since, if the craven believes him and attempts 
to perform heroic deeds, he will come to grief all the 
more speedily.-Yet, generally speaking, when the 
flatterer is found out, he is not only condemned, 
but hated as well, since his words are thought to be 
mockery; while, if he convinces one of the truth of 
his words, he gets no very great thanks. For what 
great favour is he thought to confer by simply telling 
the truth? Besides, he is a much greater rascal than 
a lying witness: for the latter does not corrupt the 
judge, he merely deceives him; but the flatterer 
corrupts at the same time that he praises. 

Accordingly, that I may not be open to the charge 
of flattery by my would-be detractors, and that you 
on your part may not be accused of a wanting to 
be praised to your very face, I shall speak of the ideal 
king,ofwhat sort he should be,and how he differs from 
the man who pretends to be a ruler but is in reality 
far from true dominion and kingship. And if anyone 
shall say that I always say the same things, this will be 
the same charge that was laid against Socrates. For 
the story runs that once Hippias of Elis,l who had 
been listening for some time to the words of Socrates 
about justice and virtue and to his wonted comparisons 
mth pilots, physicians, cobblers and potters, finally 
made the exclamation natural to a sophist, " The 
same things once more, Socrates ! " to which the 

1 A Greek sophist who taught in Greece, and especially 
at Athens. The same account of this conversation is given 
in Xenophon's Memorabilia 4. 4. 5 f. 

us 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

ain·wv. (TV ryap, W'> gOtK€V, irr.o uocpia<; 
OVOE7rO'T€ TaV'Ttt 7rep£ 'TWV avTwV A.€ryw;, 1 

Tofho aoKet 'TWV KaAAi<rTWV etvat. 70V<; 
p..€v ryap 1Jrevoop..€vov<; otoap..ev 7roA.A.a Ka£ avo-
p..ow, A.€ryovTa<;, Tot<; oe aA.'YJ&euovuw ovx olov 7€ 

28 eTepa el7retv 'TWV aA.'Y)8wv. eryw a€, el flEV €wpwv 
/1A.A.'Y)v v7ro8eutv CT7rovoato7epav I, uo£ p..aA.A.ov 
7rpoui]Kovuav, EKelvrw &v E7Texe£povv 7Tot1}ua<r&at. 
vvv oe oihe laTpov &A.A.ov<; 7tva<; aKOV€lV ;, AE"f€lV 
"Aoryov<; cpai'Y)V &v op&w<; f, TOv<; 7T€p£ vryte£a<; 
uwp..aTO<; Kat VOCTOV' OfJ70t ryap V"fl€lVOt Ka"Aovv-
Tat Kat laTptKo£• 2 oiJT€ ;, 'TOV<; 7T€pt 

C' ,.. \ ' I \ ,, 1" \ wpwv Kat avep..wv Kat auTpwv· OVTOt ryap KV-
fJepv'Y)TtKo£ OtKaiw<; "AeryovTat• oihe &pxovTa Kat 
{Jaut"Aea ;, 70V'> 7r€pt apxiJ• 'T€ Ka£ OtOtKryuew<; 
av&pdmwv. 

29 ',n, Kat 7Tep£ 7ovTwv evop..tse !wKpaT'YJ'> 
, , ,., ' \ ' , , 7T€tpauop..at €t7retv. flETa ryap 7'YJV a7ToKptutv 

7rcp£ 7fj<; evoatp..ovla<; E7TVfhTo 'TOV !wKpaTOV<; 
30 0 EK€tVO 70 epW'T'Y)fla epw71}ua<;, •,n !wKpaTe<;, 

ecpry, 70VTo p..ev E7rtuTauat 7TavTo<; p..a"AA.ov, on 
7WV V7TO 70V i}A.tov av8pw7TWV EK€tVO<; ECT'TLV 
luxvpomTO<; Ka£ 'TWV &ewv avTWV i}nova 
gxwv ouvap..tv, p rye EV€CT'Tt Kat 'Tit aouvam 
aoKovVTa 7Toti}uat avva'Tlf, el fJou"AotTo, 7Teseueu&at 
p..ev 8a"Aa'T'Tav, 7TA€'iCT8at 7tt lJp1], 70V<; 
a€ 7TO'Tap..ov<; EKAEi7TELV V7TO av& pw7TWV 7TtVOflE-

.,. ' , I tl ';::!' l: ,.. II 
31 vov<;. 'Y] ov" aK1JKOa<; 07t -ep,.'T}'> o Twv epuwv 

1 Capps suggests that Dio may have written fuiiv 
TDVTo OoHeL -rWv dOvv&:rwv €1vaL, "but this appears 
to me to be one of the so-called impossibilities." Cf. § 113. 

• ""l lu;TptKol J acobs : lu;Tpof or laTpo<s. 
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other replied with a laugh, " Yes, and on the same 
subjects. Now you by reason of your wisdom probably 
never say the same about the same things, but to 
me this appears a thing most excellent. We know 
that liars say many things and all different, while 
those who stick to the truth cannot find anything 
else to say than just the truth." So too with me: 
if I knew of any subject more serious or more suited 
to you, that i.s the subject that I should attempt to 
handle. But as it is, just as I should say that the 
proper subject for the physician to listen to or dis-
cuss is physical health and disease (indeed, the 
terms applied to physicians, hygieinoi and iatrikoi, 
mean " men who are concerned with health and 
with healing"), and for the navigator, seasons and 
winds and stars (for navigators are rightly termed 
l"!Jbernetikoi, "men concerned with the steering of 
ships "),so I maintain that the proper subject for the 
ruler and king is the government and control of men. 

So in discussing this subject also I shall endeavour 
to set forth the views of Socrates.1 After the answer 
about happiness 2 Socrates' interrogator put the 
following question to him: " Socrates," said he," you 
know perfectly well that of all men under the sun 
that man is most powerful and in might no whit 
inferior to the gods themselves who is able to accom-
plish the seemingly impossible-if it should be his 
will, to have men walk dryshod over the sea, to sail 
o>er the mountains, to drain rivers dry by drinking-
or have you not heard that Xerxes, the king of the 

1 Dio is imitating Xenophon's account in the Memorabilia. 
t Cf.§ l. 

a Thv added by Emperius. 
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/3arrt:\evr; f.LEV ryfjv hrol'Y}rrf! B&:\aTTav, ote:\6Jv 
TO f.LE"f£0"TOIJ TroiJ oprov "a£ Otarrnjrrar; a7T'o Tfjr; 

TOIJ ABw, Otlt oe Tfjr; 8aAaTT'YJ<; TOIJ 
1'' ' , ,, 'A-' tf rrTpaTov arywv '1'}11.avvev e't' apf.LaTor;, 

C/Jrr1rep Tov IIorretowva cp'Y}rrtv ''01-''YJPOr;; rea£ Tvxci!J 
' I " <::- ..,. ' ' I I B ' I Of.LOLW<; 0£ T€ OfJII.'t'W€<; reat Ta "1)T'YJ reaTrJJ fJIJ V7T'fJ-
7rA€£ rrxestav, 07T'OT€ Jree'ivor; 

32 Kal 0 Ovo€ Toiho 0"0£ el7re'iv, 
ehe f.LE"f£0"TOIJ 0 Taiha 7T'O£WIJ ovvaTa£, "aBa7rep 
rrv :\eryetr;, ehe J:\dxtrrTOIJ TO 7rapa7rav ovoev. 
avT£rea el f.LEV rrwcppwv "al avope'ior; "a£ 
Ol"ator; "a£ f.LETlt "fVWf.L'YJ<; l5rra 
' \ ' \ t ,.. \ I J1 ,., 

aVTOIJ rea£ fE"fLO"T'YJ?' I exetv 
33 OIJT£ OVVaf.LLIJ' E£ oe av oetAO<; real, alJO'Y}TO<; "at 

7rapaVOf.LO<; rea£ Ot' fJ{Jpw TaVTa 
J7r£XEtpwv, TOV!JaVTtov arrBeverrTepor; elvat 
oo"e£ TroiJ rrcpoopa 7T'EV1JTWIJ rea£ f.L'I'}OE lva ryfjr; 
ree"T'YJf.LEVCtlV f3w:\ov, C/JrrTe otaBpv'[rat f.Laree:\:\v 

" • " ' I <::- B I TPO't''YJr; eve"ev, ovx o7rwr; Ta f.LE"fLO"Ta ota pv7rTetv 
34 oprJ, "aBa1rep rrv cpyr;. o ryap aovvaTor; f.Lev 

JmreaTarrxe'iv, 7ro:\:\aretr; tJ7rep f.Ltrepwv rytryvof.LEV'YJV, 
aovvaTor; o€ J7rtBvf.Ltav 7T'avrrat TWIJ alrrxlrrTWIJ, 
aovvaTor; o€ a7rwrrarr8at AV7T"YJV, JvtoTe f.L'YJOEVO<; 
AV7r'Y}pov 7rapovTor;, ov OVVaf.LEVO<; o€ V7T'Of.LELVa£ 
7T'OlJOVr;, ovoe TOUr; 1 f,oovfjr; lvereev rytryVOf.LEVovr;, 
aovvaTO<; Se Tfjr; ,YvxiJr; a7re:\drrat cpo/3ov, OVOEV 
wcpe:\ovvTa Jv TO'ir; Oetvo'ir;, a:\:\a Tlt f.LErytrrTa 
t:n.' ' 'B' • ri..'s:-1 .. "'.a7T'TovTa, 7T'W<; ovre arr EV'Y}<; OVTO<; O"'t'oopa, 
f,TTWf.LEIJOr; f.LEV ryvvatrewv, f,TTWf.LEVO<; Oe evvovxwv ; 

1 Tolls Reiske: Ti)s. 

1 A mountain at the extreme end of the peninsula of Acte 
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Persians, made of the dry land a sea by cutting 
through the loftiest of the mountains and separating 
Athos 1 from the mainland, and that he led his 
infantry through the sea,2 riding upon a chariot just 
like Poseidon in Homer's description? And perhaps 
in the same way the dolphins and the monsters of the 
deep swam under his raft as the king drove along." 

" I cannot tell you that either," replied Socrates; 
" I mean whether the man who does such things has 
the greatest power, as you affirm, or the least power, 
or none at all. If, for example, he was temperate, 
brave, and just, if all his acts were marked by judg-
ment, I think he was a powerful man and really had 
the greatest might. But if, on the other hand, he 
was cowardly, foolish, licentious, and lawless, and 
undertook what he did in wanton insolence, then, on 
the contrary, I think he was a weaker man than the 
veriest beggar who has not even a clod of earth to 
break up with the pick to gain his livelihood-to say 
nothing of breaking through the highest mountains, 
the feat of which you speak. For he who cannot check 
a fit of anger, which is often caused by mere trifles; 
who cannot conquer a lust for the basest things ; 
who cannot thrust pain aside, imaginary as it often 
is; who cannot endure toil, even to gain pleasure ; 
who cannot drive fear from his soul, though it avails 
naught in the midst of alarms but works the greatest 
mischief-must not such a man be greatly lacking in 
strength, be weaker than a woman, weaker than a 

which extends into the Aegean Sea. Xerxes, fearing the 
voyage around it in his invasion of Greece in 480 B.c., had a 
canall! miles long cut through the isthmus. 

a He crossed the Hellespont, now called the Dardanelles, 
by a bridge of boats. See Herodotus 7. 22, 33-34. 
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35 ri;, TOVTov lrixvpov e'lvat A-l.ryetr:; Tov r.:at Tov 
J.taA.aKWTclTOV 7I'aVTWV ariBevl.riTEpov, fJrrVOV ; vcp' 
ov 7I'OA-AaKt'l avev OEriftWV, ovx 
i57I'w<; ai\,A.otr:;, a;\,A,' ovo' €avrcp ovvarat floTJBe'iv 
ovoe €7I'£Kovpov ovo€va KaAI.riat TWV f3ovA-ottl.vwv 
attvvetv. 

36 TavTa oe aKOVriar:; 6l7I'EV, 'EKe'ivo ftEVTOt o!riBa 
Dry7I'OV, & "iwKparer:;, i5rt Tfjr:; a7I'clri1J<; olKOVftEV1J<; 
TOV 7I'AElriTOV Kat apiriTOV {JaritAevet ftEpovr:;. 

ryap Tfjr:; 'E;\,1\,aoor:; Kat Tfjr:; 'haA.£ar:; Ka£ 
TtVWV oA-lrywv €Bvwv aA.A.wv TWV KaTa Ev-

1 1:/ '''\. "'\. r ,+.' r 1 pw7I''TJV <;;Vft7I'avTa ra/\,1\,a v'l' eavrrp 7I'E7I'OO]Tat, 
37 Kat Tfjr:; ttev KaAOVftEVYJ<; 'Aritar:; i)A,ryr:; apxet 

ftEXptr:; 'Ivowv· 7I'OAAOVr:; oe Kat avTWV if>aritv 
V7I'aKOV€tv" rfjr:; oe At,Bvryr:; TOV 7I'Aelovor:; ftEpovr:;· 
€v oe TV EvpW7I''[} Spcf,KYJ<; Kat MaKeDovlar:;• 
a7I'clVTWV TOVTWV KpaTeZ· i5Bev Kat ttl.ryar:; 
fJaritAevr:; KEKAYJTat tt6vor:; €Ke'ivor:;. 

38 Kat 0 "iwKpaT'f]<; €l71'€V, 'AA-A.' ovoe TOVTO oloa 
()1\,wr:; rye, el {JaritAeur:; JriTt OVOEJ.ttfir:; 
7T'oA-ewr:; KWJ.t1J<;. "i(J apa, ei'TT'e, ftOVO<; av?}Koor:; 
et TOVTWV & 7T'aVTer:; rriaG"tV; 'AKouw, lif>n, 7T'OA-

AWV A.eryovrwv & ri;, A-€ryetr:; Kat 'EA.A.?}vwv teat 
f3apf3apwv· & oe ovte €fj, tte rytryvwriteetv & A.l.ryw, 

39 TOtoVTOV €riTtV' OVte oioa, & aptriT€, el VOJ.tlftW'I 
teat Ottealwr:; TOVTWV a7I'clVTWV 7rpOEriT1JfC€ teat 
TOtOVTO<; &v 07T'OLOV erprjtea 7I'OAAaKtr:;• el fteV ryap 
ev"fVWftWV teat cpt'Aav&pw7ror:; tea£ votttttor:; &v €71"£ 
G"WT'I]ptq, teat rep riVt-tif>l.povrt TWV apxott€vwv 
€7I'tfte'Ae'iTat, auTo<; 7rpwror:; evoaittwv teat cppovtftO<; 
wv, teaBa7rep €t7T'OV, Kat Toi:r:; aA.A.otr:; ftETaOtOoVr:; 
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eunuch ? Or do you call that man strong who is 
weaker than the softest of things ?-I mean sleep, 
enchained by which, often without fetters, he cannot 
help himself, let alone others, nor call to his aid 
anyone willing to fight in his defence." 

On hearing this, the other exclaimed: "However, 
I presume you know, Socrates, that of the entire 
inhabited world the Persian king rules over the 
largest and best part; for, excluding Greece, Italy, 
and a few other peoples scattered throughout Europe, 
he has made all the rest subject to him; and of 
what we call Asia he governs everything as far as the 
Indies, many of whose people are said to own his 
sway too, as well as the greater part of Africa; while 
in Europe he governs Thrace and Macedonia. All 
these he holds in subjection, and this is the reason that 
he alone has received the title of' The Great King.'" 

" But I am not absolutely sure even on this point," 
replied Socrates, " whether he is king of any city or 
hamlet at all." "Have you alone," interjected the 
other, " never heard what all the world knows? " 
" Yes," he replied, " I do hear many people say just 
what you are saying-many, both Greeks and bar-
barians ; but what keeps me from forming a definite 
opinion on the point I raise is this: I do not know, 
my good sir, whether he is placed in right and lawful 
authority over all these people and is a man of the 
stamp I have mentioned time and again. If he is a 
man of good mind and heart, respects the law, cares 
for his subjects with an eye to their safety and welfare, 
and is, to begin with, happy and wise himself, as I have 
described him, and shares this happiness of his with 

1 Capps conjectures "king of the empire or 
of no city or hamlet at all," 

I2I 
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others, not divorcing his own interest from that of his 
subjects, but rejoicing most and regarding himself as 
most prosperous when he sees his subjects prosperous 
too-then he is most powerful and a king in very 
truth. If, on the other hand, he loves pleasure and 
wealth, is overbearing and lawless, and is minded to 
exalt himself alone to the end that he may get the 
most wealth and enjoy the most and greatest 
pleasures, leading an idle and effortless life and 
looking upon his subjects one and all as but slaves 
and ministers to his own luxury ; if he lacks even the 
quality of a good shepherd, who takes thought for 
the shelter and pasturing of his own flock, and, 
besides, keeps off wild beasts and guards it against 
thieves; nay, if he is the very first to plunder and 
destroy them and to grant the same privilege to others 
as though they were veritable spoil of the enemy-
never should I style such a ruler either emperor or 
king. Much rather should I call him a tyrant and 
oppressor, as Apollo once called the tyrant ofSicyon 1 

-yea, even though he had many tiaras, many 
sceptres, and many obeyed his behests." 

Such was the sage's habitual message while he 
constantly incited to virtue and tried to make both 
rulers and subjects better. 

In a similar vein his successors have spoken about 
government and kingship, following his most wise 

1 Cleisthenes, the tyrant of Sicyon, consulted the oracle of 
Delphi as to whether he should banish the cult of Adrastus, 
and got the reply that Adrastus was king of Sicyon, while he 
was an oppressor (ll.evun[p). See Herodotus 5, 67. 1 f. 

• KTfiveaw emendation in Palatine MS. : KT{:f'auw, 
6 ai\11.' auTOS Emperius: at..ll.a. 
6 Kal 71'oll.ll.ol added by Cohoon, 71'0ll.ll.ol o' Reiske. 
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43 ryvwp.y. avTlt Oe 'TI"proTa 01JAOi 'Tlt ovop.aTa 
otaf/Jop?tv Trov 7rparyp.am.,v. )..eryeTat ry?tp p.ev 
) \ I J 8 I I \ 1 apx1'J av pw7rwv /Cat 7rpovota 
av8pw7TWV ICaTlt vop.ov, oe 

44 0 oe vop.or; ooryp.a. 0 oe TV()av-
vor; /Cat Jvaz,Tlov Toti'Totr; ICai 
'TI"apavop.or; 2 av8pw'TI"WV TOV 00/COVVTO<; 
lcrxvetv 7T ;\eov. a 

45 Tpia rydp Ttt cf>avepooTaTa 7TOAtTetwv hvo-',. ' ' ' ' ' p.a.,eTat rytryvop.evwv ICaTa vop.ov /Cat ot/C'T}V JLETa 
'8"' \I r I 1 \ vatp.ovor; TE arya ov TVX'TJ<; op.otar;• p.ta p.ev 

' ' ' '"' ' ' 'T] 7rpWT1'J /Cat p.al\.tCTTa CTVJI-tJ1'JVat VVVaT1'J, 'TI"Ept 
0 vvv ;\oryor;, ev 7TOAEW<; "' 'TI"A€£0-

' '8' ,, vwv e vwv 1'J 5vp.7raVTWV av pw'TI"wv avopor; , 8 , \ • , , arya ov ryvwp.y /Cat apETTJ' vevTepa ve aptcrTo-
46 1CpaTla Ka;\ovp.EV1'J, olhe oil'Te 7TOAAOOV Ttvwv, 

aAAa o;\(rywv TOOV aplcrTWV 7TAEiov 
, ' ' "'' a'TI"EXOVCTa 1'J01'J TOV oVVaTOV /Cat TOV 

'TOVTO lp.otrye OOICe'& /Cat el7re&v OtaV01}-
8elr;, 

OVIC arya86v 7TOAVICOtpavl1'J· eXr; IColpavor; lcnw, 
p low/Ce Kpovov 7Tatr; aryiCV-

AOJI-1JTE(I), 
' ' . 47 'Tp£T1'] oE 7TaCTWV avvvaTWTaT'T} crxeoov 'T] uwcp-

pOCTVVTJ /Cat apeTfi 7rpocrOOICOOtTa 'TI"OTE 
1 After &px'lj the MSS. have these words, which all the 

editors reject: f3a.cr•"-•os 6 a.•hbs 
8vvos ll.pX"'" "king and autocrat mean the same thing, i.e. 
irresponsible ruler." 

1 Capps conjectures &px'lj Tls "a sort of government." 
8 After "'"-lov the MSS. have these words, which Reiske 

deletes : oiJ.,.., lie lta.l 'hp.•is a.a.voo6p.e8a. ICa.l 11'Epl TOV 
Belov Ka.l B•ocp•"-ovs a.liToltpaTopos 1ta.l f3a.cr•"-lws-" So too do 
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doctrine as closely as they might. And the very 
terms they use make the distinctions clear at the 
outset. " Government " is defined as the lawful 
ordering of men and as oversight over men in accord-
ance with law; " monarchy," as an irresponsible 
government where the king's will is law 1; " tyrant," 
or rather" tyranny," on the contrary, as the arbitrary 
and lawless exploitation of men by one regarded as 
having superior force on his side. 

The three most conspicuous forms of government 
-governments based on law and justice and enjoying 
the favour of heaven and fortune--are expressly 
named. One is the first to come into existence and 
the most practicable which forms the subject 
of the present address-where we have a city, or a 
number of peoples, or the whole world, well ordered 
by one good man's judgment and virtue; second, 
the so-called" aristocracy," where not one man, nor 
a considerable number of men, but a few, and they the 
best, are in control-a form of government, at length, 
far from being either practicable or expedient. It 
seems to me that Homer too had this in mind when 
he said: 

"The rule 
Of the many is not well. One must be chief 
In war, and one the king, to whom the son 
Of Cronus, crafty in counsel, the sceptre doth 

give." 3 

Third, possibly the most impracticable one of all, the 
one that expects by the self-control and virtue of the 

1 This is Aristotle's teaching. Cf. Pol. 7. 2. 7. 
1 Cf. Aristotle, Rhetoric, 1406 a 23. 8 Iliad 2. 204 f. 

we think and speak of our divine and highly favoured 
emperor and king." 
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KaTlt(J"Ta(ftV brtt:tKfj Kat VOP,lf.WV, 01]-
p,oKpaT£a 7rpouaryopevop,EV1], lJvop,a Kat 
1rp/j,ov, eY1rep ovvaTov. 

48 Tptq), TavTat<; W(17r€p eYp1]Tat 
JvaVTLat Kat 7rapavop,ot OtaifJ8opa£, f] p,Ev 

'TT'PWT'IJ 1 €v6<; 15/3pet Kat j3£q, TOV KaK[-
UTOV TWV (}) .. A.wv a7roA.A.v p,evwv· f] OE P,€T' €Keivr,v 
oA.tryapx£a (J"KA.?JpCt Kat 7T'A.eoveg£q, 7rA.OV-
(1L(J)V TtVWV Kat 7T'OV1]pwv oA.£rywv €7rt 

' , ' ' "'' ,.,. ' 49 Kat a7ropov<; qvqraqa' ?J oe 7T'OtKt"'1'J Kat 
if>optt OUOEV elOcJrO<; a'TT'A.w<;, 

raparrop,evov aet Kat V'TT'd tLKO-
A_aqrwv O?Jp,arywrywv W(17T'€p aryp£ov Kat 
xaA-€7T'OV V'TT'd avep,wv (J"KA.?Jpwv p,emj3aA.A.op,€vov. 

Tourwv p,ev ovv o A.oryo<; 2 

7rQ)\.)\.Ct Kat aUrWV 
0 J I I <:- <:- I \ <:-' 5 €K TOV 'TT'porepov XPOVOV O€tsat 7r€pt 0€ 

€UOa£p,ovor; T€ Kat 8e£ar; KaTaUTll(1€W<; 
vvv OteA.Oe'iv €7rtp,eA.eqrepov. 
'TT'oA.A.at p,ev ovv Kat 7rapaoetry-
p,am OU/C ap,vopa TTJ(10€ apx*' T€ ary€-

Kat 
rnv /CaTCt if>uqtv TOV TWV €?.arrovwv 

' \ \ f , ' ,.{.. I "' 3 apX?JV Kat 7rpovotav' ov p,1JV 'f'avepwrepov av 
ouoe Ka?.A.tov eTepov "fEVOtTO TOV 'TT'aVTd<; 

lj {rrrO Tip 7rpWTrp T6 /Ca£ lLp£aTrp 
8dp.4 

1 After 'll'pr/;T"I/ the MSS. have these words, which Arnim 
rejects : T€ J<al apicf'r"l/ !IOV"I/ liuvaT{J-'' and best and alone 
feasible." 

2 I:L>us conjectured by Capps in place of l!A.A.ws. 
3 &v added by Jacobs. 
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common people some day to find an equitable 
constitution based on law. Men call it" democracy" 
-a specious and inoffensive name, if the thing were 
but practicable. 

To these forms of government-three in number, 
as I have said-are opposed three degenerate forms 
not based on law: The first is" tyranny," where one 
man's high-handed use of force is the ruin of the 
others. Next comes oligarchy, harsh and unjust, 
arising from the aggrandizement of a certain few 
wealthy rascals at the expense of the needy masses. 
The next in order is a motley impulsive mob 1 of all 
sorts and conditions of men who know absolutely 
nothing but are always kept in a state of confusion and 
anger by unscrupulous demagogues, just as a wild 
rough sea is whipped this way and that by the fierce 
blasts. 

These degenerate forms I have merely touched on 
in passing, though I could point to many mischances 
and disasters that each of them has suffered in the 
past, but it is my duty to discuss more carefully the 
happy and god-given polity at present in force. Now 
there are many close parallels and striking analogies to 
this form of government to be found in nature, where 
herds of cattle and swarms of bees indicate clearly 
that it is natural for the stronger to govern and care 
for the weaker. However, there could be no more 
striking or beautiful illustration than that government 
of the universe which is under the control of the first 
and best god. 

1 Cf. Polybius 10. 4, 3, -roil 'II'Mf8ovs <Pop&. 

• After e.q; the MSS. have the words Ta 'll'<pl -roil <l.t6s, 
which Arnim and Sonny regard as a copyist's note to 
indicate that here followed what Dio said about Zeus. 

127 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

51 1 oe ctv 7rpwrov fUTt 
f1m; TUryxavwv 7raptt (}ewv Ttfl-TJ'> 

\ 1 \ ,.., I \ I e 
/€at /€at 7rpwTov rye /€at p.aAtuTa epa-
Trevuet TO Oetov, ovx p.ovov, a}\.}\,d, /€at 

I '9 e I t/ \:'\ \ J \ >I ewat £Va O'TJ l€ah EX'!/ 
:;2 /€aT' i}ryetTat oe • e , , " ,., , tl av uvp..,..epetv T'TJII avrov 7rpovotav 

aVTfj> EllElvruv ltpxl]v. 
' 1:'' • " 1:' 1:' 't= ' eaur«p ouTTore owpov oe10erat 1rapa 

l€ai€WV avopwv, ovoe TOV>: ovoe e I >I I ><:-1 J 1:' \ OteTa£ xatpetv TWV ao£1€WV avopwv, 7rapa 
p.ovwv oe TWV aryaOwv 7rpou{eu0a£ Ttt e I J "'0 f J \ 1:' I rotryapouv epa1reuetv a.,.. uTTouoauet 
1€al rovro£<;' €"elvot<; rye Travuerat 
np.wv, rot<; l€aAot<> !€at rat:<; Otl€a[ae<; 

If: f'/ I \ "" e t I 7rpa10 euw. e/€aurov rye P.'TJV rwv ewv £Aaul€erat 
53 \ 2 1:' I t I:'\ \ \ ' \ /€aTa ouvap.w. 'T]ryetrat oe T'TJV p.ev apeT'TJV 

OUtOT'T}Ta, oe l€al€{av 7Tauav aue{1etav. elvat 
ryap €varyet<; /Cat ov p.ovov TOV<; ra 
t \ • ..,, I Q I 

tepa UUM»VTa<; '1J '"eryovra<; n 
rwv Oewv, &,}\.}\.d, TTOAV p.O,}\.}\.ov rov" re 

\ , ' ' ,., \ , ' ' /Ca£ UO£/COV<; /Ca£ aiC()aTEt<; /Ca£ aVO'T]TOU<; /Ca£ ef"\ \ J J I "" 
/€a OAOU EVaVT£0V 7t 7rpaTTOVTa<; TrJ re 

54 ouvap.et /Cat TWV Oewv. ov p.ovov Oe 
t " e I '"\"\ \ \ 1:' I \ tl 'T]ryetrat eou<;, a,.,,.,u_ /€a£ oatp.ova<; /Cat 'T]pwa<; 
· e ' ' · e · 1:' ' arya OU<; Ta<; TWV arya WV avopwv 'I' uxa<; p.era-

{1aAOVUa<; f/C TTJ'>. Ov'T]TTJ'> TOVTO o€ 
Q D " ' 1:'' ' " pf!patO£ TO ooryp.a OUX '1]/C£UTa 
aurip. 

65 T I " ' (} ' ' I, ' I 'T]V 76 TWV av pW7rWV f!'TrtP,eAf!taV OU 7rapepryov 
J I:'\ J . "\I >1"\ "\ ' Q f 

OUOf! auxoi\.£UV Ul\.1\.f.O<; Vf!VOP,tiCEV1 

.. \ "' 11:' ., "\ ' " • " \ otp.at ra<; .,..povnoa<;, a"'"'a epryov aurov /Cat 
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A ruler of this character is, to begin with, highly 
favoured of the gods, seeing that he enjoys their 
greatest respect and confidence, and he will give the 
first and chief place to religion, not merely confessing 
but also believinginhisheartthatthere are gods,tothe 
end that he too may have worthy governors under him. 
And he believes that his own oversight is advantageous 
to others just as the rule of the gods is to himself. 
Furthermore, being firmly resolved in his own heart 
never to receive a gift from wicked men, he believes 
that the gods also do not delight in the offerings or 
sacrifices of the unjust, but accept the gifts made by 
the good alone. Accordingly, he will be .zealous 
to worship them with these also without stint. Of a 
truth he will never cease honouring them with noble 
deeds and just acts. Each one, indeed, of the gods he 
will propitiate as far as within him lies. Virtue he re-
gards as holiness and vice as utter impiety, being firmly 
persuaded that not only those who rob temples· or 
blaspheme the gods are sinners and accursed but, 
much more so, the cowardly, the unjust, the licentious, 
the fools, and, in general, those who act contrary to 
the power and will of the gods. ?e 
believes not only in gods but also in good spmts 
and demi-gods, which are the souls of good men that 
have cast off this mortal nature; and in confirming 
this belief he does no small service to himself as well. 

Then, the care bestowed on his subjects he does 
not consider an incidental thing or mere drudgery, 
when weighed down, let us say, by cares, but as his 

1 'I'O<ov'l'os Reiske : 'l'o<Tov.,.os. 
I After '"'Til. the MSS. have the words 'l'uv 8<ov, which 

Wilamowitz rejects, 
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Texvrw TavnJv. lhav p.ev &XXo n 7Totfi, 
U7TOVOaiov ovoe TOOV ahov 7rpth-

" , () ' , A.. .... ' '1': TEtV' OTaV O€ av W't'€"''lJ• TOTE 

TO 7Tpouf}KOV a'TrOTeXeiv, che {J7To TOV p.eryluTov 
eeov TOVTO TO lpryov, "' a7Tet8eiv ov 

ovoev ovoe &x8eu8at, ciTe 
56 avTij> ryap ofhw 

ovoe OVX i]oeTat TV ahov 
'l: I ' I f r1 \ 7Tpa5et Kav TVX'lJ 'I]KtuTa p.ev 

b_v 1 ax()eu()e['Y/ ()aXaTT'{} 
1}KtUTa Oe 7Tep£ ryewpry£av 

OE oe£ 2 {)'T}pOOVTa 
I I ,.#.. ft:- \ ) I I Kap.vetv• KatTot u't'oopa p.ev E7T£7Tovov ryewpryta, 

57 A.. 1<:- ' , ' , f: ' ' u't'oopa oe KVV'T}ryeuta. ov P,'TJV a7Tastot To Kap.-
vetv TOOV /I,XXwv ;veKev, ovoe 
TaVT'lJ xeipov 7rpaTTE£V vevop.tKev, Uv 'TrAel-' , , , e I \ .... aVTOV aV€)\EU at Kat 7T"'EtUTa 
7Tparyp.aTa lxew. opfj, ryap TOV 
e'XaTTW TOOV Oerov lJvTa OVK axeop.evov, el UWT'I]-

;VEKEV avBpw7TWV {Jlov TOV alrova 
ota7TpaTTETat 7TaVTa 7TpaTTE£. 

58 3 Ka£ Tolvvv p.ev avopelav 
\ \ A, I > I I)': \ TEtav Kat T'TJV 't'POVT]UtV vop.t.,e£ Kat 

ap.eA.ovu£ TOV 0£Kalov 
TVpavve'i:v, el TaXtUTa a7ToXovvTat, aXXa Kal. 

59 p.uXXov ln TOVTWV 
oe p.ev exe£ 
oe ovoeva oe 7T£UTOV ovoe 
KTJOOp.evov, TouovTrp rye p.uXXov, el 
Ttva XPOVOV, Ka£ arypV7TV'T}TeOV elvat cppOVT£• 

1 b added by J acobs. 
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own work and profession. And when he is otherwise 
engaged, he does not feel that he is doing anything 
worth while or that he is attending to his own 
business ; it is only when he helps men that he 
thinks he is doing his duty, having been appointed 
to this work by the greatest god, whom it is not right 
for him to dis()bey in aught nor yet to feel aggrieved, 
believing, as he does, that these tasks are his duty. 
For no one is so effeminate or enslaved to pleasure as 
not to like his own occupation even if it chance to be 
laborious. A sea-captain, for example, never finds 
his toil at sea irksome, nor a farmer his work in 
tilling the soil; never is the huntsman wearied by 
the hardships of the chase; and yet both farming and 
hunting are most laborious. No indeed, the king 
does not object to toil and discomfort in behalf of 
others, nor does he deem his lot any the worse simply 
because he has to face the most tasks and have the 
most troubles. For he sees that the sun, too, although 
inferior to none of the gods, frets not because, to 
preserve man and life, he must accomplish all his 
many tasks throughout the ages. 

And again, he considers courage, self-control, and 
prudence necessary even for those who disregard 
justice and wish to play the tyrant, if they are not 
speedily to perish ; nay, he sees that they stand in need 
of these qualities even more than those others, and 
that the more such a man is beset by those who hate 
him and by those who plot against him, while he has 
no one on whom he can rely or look to for sympathy ; 
so much the more, if he is to remain safe for any 
time, must he be on the alert and use his wits, guard-

I oTs 3ei' Emperius: &s cM or &v 3ei or •Is &.el. 
B Emperius and Arnim place §§ 58-61 after § 85. 
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(J'TJov, 1 af'VVop.evov TE TWV 
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\11> I \J \ I f'ETa 'Y} f'ETa 
Kat 'TT"aVTa TaiiTa f'lf'tT'TJOEVEtV, Kat f'ETtt 

e1ralvov cpalveufJat TotovTov IJ f'ETtt "froryov, 
arya'TT"Wf'EVOV f'EV V'TT"O avfJpW7r6JV, arya'lf'Wf'EVOV 

61 oe {mo fJerov, 1J TovvavTlov f'£CTOVf'evov ; Kat 
Tolvvv TO f'EV 7rapov fJpaxu n TP avBprorrp Kat 
auvA.XorytCTTOV, KaTexet OE TOV fJlov TO 'lf'AEtCTTOV 

Trov 7rporyeryovoTwv Kat Trov f'E'A'AoVTwv 
'TT"OTEpov ovv To'iv avopo'iv ev-

',1. I \ I 4 \ I J \ 't'patvetv T'TJV f'V'YJf"TJV 'lf'oTepov avtav, 
'TT"on;pov Bappvvew Kat 'lf'oTepov 
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1 &.s Emperius : KAl. 
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ing against defeat by his enemies and plotting to 
have full knowledge of the plotters, and so much the 
more must he abstain from pleasure and refuse to 
yield under any pressure to the allurement of high 
living, sloth, and carnal pleasure-yea, much more 
than the man beloved by all who has no one plotting 
against him. 

Therefore, if the unjust ruler must have the same 
anxieties as the other-or even more-and much 
more exacting toil, if he must equally steel himself 
against pleasure, must equally face danger, how much 
better it is for him to show justice and virtue rather 
than wickedness and injustice in doing all this, to 
win credit rather than censure for his acts, to have 
the love of men and gods instead of their hate ? 
Besides, man's present is short and uncertain; the 
most of his life is filled with remembrance of the past 
and expectation of the future. Which, therefore, of 
the two men do we think finds joy in remembrance, 
and which remorse? Which do we think is encour-
aged by his expectations and which dismayed? 
Therefore of necessity the life of the good king is 
more pleasant also. 

Once more, you see that God has everywhere 
appointed the superior to care for and rule over the 
inferior: skill,forinstance,overunskilfulness,strength 
over weakness ; and for the foolish he has made the 
wise to have care and thought, to watch and plan; 
and with all these responsibilities governing is by no 
means easy; nay, it is laborious and does not get the 
greater share of relaxation and east", but rather of 

1 The words . • • irt{Jou"Awona. are rejected by Arnim. 
8 teal added by Reiske. p.vill''fl" Geel: '¥"tf,l'11"· 
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care and toil. Thus, on board ship the passengers 
may disregard the sea and not even look at it; yes, 
not even know "where on earth they are," as the 
saying is-and many do sail the sea after this fashion 
in fair weather, some gambling, some singing, some 
feasting the livelong day. Then when a storm comes 
on, they wrap themselves up and await the event, 
while some few retire and do not rise from their beds 
until they reach port. But the pilot-he must look 
out to sea, must scan the sky, must see the land in 
time; nay, nor should what is in the depths escape 
him either, else he will unexpectedly strike sub-
merged rocks or hidden reefs. He is the only one 
who during the night has less chance to sleep than 
the night-watch; while by day, if he does by any 
chance snatch a wink of sleep, even this is anxious 
and fitful, since he shouts out frequently," Furl the 
sail," or "Hard on the tiller," or gives some other 
nautical command. And so, even when dozing, he 
has more thought for the ship than any of the others 
who are widest awake. 

To take another illustration: On a campaign, the 
individual soldier sees to weapons and food for 
himself alone, and besides, does not furnish them 
himself but expects to find them ready at hand. It 
is only his own health, only his own safety that he has 
to think of. But it is the general's duty to see that 
all are well equipped, that all are provided with 
shelter, and to furnish sufficient food not only for the 
men but for the horses as well; and if all do not have 
their supplies, he is much more vexed than he would 

1 vuxeuop.€votS Capps, cf. TOJV a•l pu!l.a.n&vTwv § 85: V'Y/XO!J.lvots. 
2 d.va.j3oif Capps : d.va.!3oiiv. 
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1 Reiske: n, 
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be if ill himself; while the safety of his men he con-
siders just as important as his own. Indeed, victory 
is impossible if the soldiers be not saved, and to win 
victory many good men choose even to die. 

Again, the body of each one of us, being devoid of 
intelligence, is not in a position to help itself, nor by 
its very nature can it take thought for itself; indeed, 
when the soul departs, it cannot endure even a short 
time, but suffers immediate decay and dissolution; 
whereas the soul feels every care in its behalf, 
is troubled by every fancy when it is hurt, and is 
greatly distressed. Only when the soul is present 
is the body sensitive to pain ; but the soul is dis-
tressed before the pain comes ; often, too, through 
foreboding when it is not going to come. As for 
death, the body never feels it, but the soul under-
stands it and suffers greatly, now rescuing the body 
from disease, now from war, rescuing it from 
storms and rescuing it from the sea. So, while 
from every point of view the soul is more subject 
to hardship and suffering than the body, yet it is the 
more divine and regal part. 

Then compare the lots of man and woman. Now 
everyone would admit that man is stronger than 
woman and more fitted to lead. Consequently, to 
her falls the larger share of the household tasks, and, 
for the most part, she remains unacquainted with 
storms and wars, unacquainted with dangers in 
general; while it is the man's part, on the other 

• ..-dfTcus lie €·nwolcus fTICVll.ll.eTa• Capps 1rdf1'as lie €1T1volas 
UK6J\.lt.Et. 

3 li.V'ITovp.lvov Capps : ll.v'ITovp.lv.,. 
' TOVTov Reiske : ToiJ.ro, 
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1 7roeiv Capps : 'II"A<w. Emperius proposed to delete 
'II"A<iv. 

• &v added by Dindorf. 
IJ8 

THE THIRD DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

hand, to serve in the army, to sail the sea, and to do 
the hard outdoor work. Yet no one would on that 
account deem women happier than men. Nay, 
every man whose weakness and lack of virility have 
led him to emulate their life, as Sardanapallus did, 
is to this day branded with the shame of it. 

But this is the best illustration : You see how 
greatly the sun, being a god, surpasses man in 
felicity and yet throughout the ages does not grow 
weary in ministering to us and doing everything to 
promote our welfare. For what else would one say 
that the sun accomplishes throughout the ages 
except what man stands in need of? Does he 
not cause and mark out the seasons, give growth 
and nourishment to all living creatures and to 
all plant life ? Does he not lavish upon us the 
fairest and most delightful of visions, even his 
light, without which we should have no profit of 
the other beautiful things, be they in heaven 
or on earth; nay, not even of life itself? And he 
never grows weary in showering these blessings 
upon us. Verily one might say that he endures a 
servitude most exacting; for, if he were to be care-
less but for a moment and leave his appointed track, 
absolutely nothing would prevent the whole heavens, 
the whole earth, and the whole sea from going to 
wrack and ruin, and all this fair and blissful order 
from ending in the foulest and most dread disorder. 
But now, as though touching the strings of the lyre 
with an artist's touch,l he never swerves from his 
pure and exquisite harmony, ever moving along his 

1 Just as Apollo's (the sun god's) lyre had seven strings, 
so the sun directed the motions of the seven heavenly spheres. 
See Macrobius 1. 19. 15. 
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one recurrent track. And since the earth needs 
warmth to bring forth her produce, to give it increase, 
and to bring it to perfection, since animals need it 
likewise both for the preservation of their bodies and 
for their natural pleasure, and since we, being so 
utterly dependent in our helplessness, need it above 
all others, he brings on summer step by step as he 
approaches nearer and nearer to our habitation, that 
he may give growth to everything, nourish every-
thing, perfect everything, and spread a divine and 
wondrous feast of good cheer before man. 

But when, on the other hand, we and all other 
things come to need the opposite temperature-for 
our bodies need to be braced up by cold, plants 
need hardening, and the earth needs rain-he goes 
away from us again, withdrawing a moderate 
distance ; and with such perfect nicety of adjust-
ment does he observe his bounds with respect to our 
advantage that, if in his approach he got a little 
nearer, he would set everything on fire, and if he 
went a little too far in his departure, everything 
would be stiffened with frost.1 And since a sudden 
change would be too much for our weakness, he 
brings all this to pass gradually, and in a way he 
accustoms us insensibly in the spring to endure the 
heat of summer and in the late autumn gives pre-
liminary training to support the chill of winter-
in the one case taking off the chill of winter little by 
little, in the other, reducing the heat of summer, so 
that we reach either extreme without discomfort. 

And furthermore, since it is so great a pleasure to 
see the light and impossible to do anything without 
it, and since, when we are asleep, we do absolutely 

1 There is a similar observation in Xenophon's M emarabilia, 
4. 3. 8. 
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r ' '" I' ' \ ,.. \ ' avTOV<; €1\,UTTOV'> U€t 7r0£0VG't Kat cpep€1V EAa-
rl- I \ \:'\ <\:' \ \ > 
-ppoTEpOu<;, Ta<; 0€ 'YJOOVU'> Kat a(3:\a(3e-

' rl I \ \ I 
UT€pa<;, OTaV rytryVWVTat fLETa TOV<; 7rOVOU<;, 
0' ,./..' \ \ ' ' ' ' € rye TPV-p'YJ TOV<; JL€V 7rOVOV<; aet xaA-e7rwTepov<; 
7T'Ol€t cpaiveuOat, ras 8€ a7rop,apaivet Kat 

84 'l1,..' r::;:.t r, ,, 
· aUU€V€t<; U7rOO€tKVVU/V, 0 ryap U€t TpVcpWV UV-

0 \:'I <:-\ < ' I \:' 
pw7T'O<;, JL'YJ0€7T'OT€ 0€ a7T'TOf.t€VO<; 7T'OVOV JL'YJO€VO<; 

,... I \ J '' ) r:;:./ J I ) 
• 7rOVOV JLEV OVK aV OVO€Va avauxotTO 
'8 '" • , e , , 

1] OV'YJ'> 0€ OVO€JLla<; av atU 0£T01 ov8e Ti]<; Ucp0-
858p I <! '..J_"\I \> \ 

OTaT'YJ'>• WUT€ 0 -pl"'07r0VO<; Kat eryKpaT'YJ'> OV 
I /3 "\ I r I I ) ) 

fLOVOV aU£1\,fVElV /KaVWT€po<; €UTtV, a:\:\a Kat 
f18wv /3toTevet 1 1roA.v rwv €vavTiwv,2 

1 f3wrEVEL £'\_rnim: 
MSS. have Kal fi1rvov 

Ji.EV .... i'uou TWv rpvAaTT6wrwv 
!J.<pEL, TWV 0€ ava?ravop.evwv· 0 0€ (J'TpctT1J")'O< a")'pV7rVOr<pDs '(J'TI 
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nothing and make no use of the light, he has made day 
the time requisite for our waking hours, and turned 
into night the time necessary for sleep, making a 
complete revolution around the earth and sending 
now these men to rest or awakening them, now those: 
departing from those who no longer need his light 
and appearing to those who need it in their turn. 
And he never grows weary of bringing these things 
to pass throughout the ages. 

But where a god, the fairest and most conspicuous 
of all, does not neglect his eternal watch over man, can 
it possibly be right for man, intelligent object of the 
god's care, to feel oppressed by similar duties? 
Should he not, so far as in him lies, imitate the god's 
power and goodness? Reasoning thus, the good 
king endures without repining. He realizes too that 
toil brings health and salvation and goodly report as 
well; while, on the other hand, luxurious ease brings 
quite the opposite. Then again, toil endured ever 
grows less and easier to support, the while it makes 
pleasure greater and less harmful if it follows the 
toil. Ease, on the other hand, makes toil appear 
more and more difficult in that it lessens pleasure 
and blunts its edge. The man who lives in the lap 
of luxury and never puts his hand to a single task, 
ends by being unable to endure any task or to feel 
any pleasure at all, however intense. Consequently, 
he who loves to toil and exercises self-control is not 
only better qualified to be king but is able to live a 
much more pleasant life than those in the opposite case. 

-rwv &el cpvAaTTOvTwv.-" 'Vatching and sleep the soldiers 
divide equally among them, some taking their turn on 
guard while others are sleeping. But the general gets 
less sleep than those mounting continuous guard." These 
words Emperius warns belong to §§ 66-67. 
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86 <'Pt"Aiav 1 rye J-LfJV U7itLVTC.c>V V€VOJ-LtiC€ TWV auTO V 
teT"Y/J-Larwv teaA.A.unov teat iepanarov. ou ryap 
oihw<; ala-xpov elvat TOL<; {Jafrt"A-€VO"tv 2 ouo€ 
€7itteivovvov XP"Y/f-LtLTWV lmope'iv W<; 4>i"Awv, ouo' 
av OVTCJ)<; Tfj xop1]ryiq, teat TOL<; urparo7i€Oot<; teal 
TV a"A-A.y OVVtLJ-L€t Ota4>v"A-cl'TT€tv rhv euoatJ-LOViav 

87 w<; TV 7iLO"T€t TWV cf>[A.wv. J-LOVO<; J-LEV ryap ouOet<; 
7Tpo<; ouo€v ouo€ TWV loiwv iteavo<; €urt• TOL<; Oe 
fJautA.evfrtV 5urp 7i"Adw re teal J-Lelt;w 7iparretv 
avaryte1], 7iA€tOVWV oe'i teal TWV uvvepryovvrwv teat 
J-L€T1 euvo[a<; 7iA€LOVO<;. lLVaryK1] ryap ra J-LErytura 
Kat u7rovoatoTaTa 3 rwv 7iparywhwv 7itO"T€vetv 

88 €repot<; 7ipoteuBat. Kat roivvv ro'i<; f.J-EV loull-
Tat<; oi VOJ-LOt 7iap€xovut TO f.J-h a0tK€tuBat pq,oiw<; 
U7i0 TOVTWV oi<; av O"VJ-L{3a"Awuw 
7itO"T€VO"aVT€'> oiKov €7itrpe'fravre<; -1 epryov TWO<; 

S1Jf.LtOVVT€<; TOV aOtKOVVTa" TOL<; 
o€ fJautA€VO"t TO tth aOtKe'iuBat 7TtO"T€VO"aVTM 
ovte EO"T£ 7iapa TWV VOJ-LWV S1JT€lV, a\.A.a 7iapa 
""")I \ \) I \ )\ 

89 T'YJ'> evvota<;. Kat ryap tuxvporarov<; J-LEV etKo<; 
a7ravrwv eivat roil<; €"/ryil<; rwv (3aut"Aewv Kat rhv 
apxhv O"VVOWtKOVVTa<;" a7io o€ TOVTWV OVK EO"TtV 
UAAT] TO arya'liauBat• W<; TOt<; J-LEV 
TVXOVO"W OUK autpa"'Ae<; €LKV f.L€Ta0tOovat ovva-
f.L€W<;, ()urp 0' ctv Tt<; TOil<; tpLA.OV<; luxuporepou<; 

90 7iotfj, TOO"OVT(," luxvporepo<; auTO<; rylryverat. 
91 4 Kat TOLVVV 5ua J-LEV avaryKa'ia Ka£ 

' Before <J><il.lu.v Emperius and Arnim put§§ 58-61. 
2 -ro"is {Ja<r<!l.•vaw W eil : -ro /3a<r<!l.e6•w. 
3 <r7rovlia<&rara Reiske : IY7rov5a,&,.epa. 
4 Before ICal the MSS. have the following words, which 

Dindorf rejects : 5pu. 5€ 8n rwv pJv lt!l.!l.wv ICT1Jp&.rwv ril. pev 
&.va")'Ka.la IJ.&vov XP'hlTtp.a. 8ol!E'i 1rCiut, TEptfnv 0€ oUOEJ.dav 7rapE-
XETat· r?t p.&vov, a'vj.upEpov-ra oe oiJ· ToUvavrlov rQ.1ri\E'i'a'Ta 
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Friendship, moreover, the good king holds to be the 
fairest and most sacred of his possessions, believing 
that the lack of means is not so shameful or perilous 
for a king as the lack of friends, and that he main-
tains his happy state, not so much by means of 
revenues and armies and his other sources of strength, 
as by the loyalty of his friends. For no one, of and 
by himself, is sufficient for a single one of even his 
own needs ; and the more and greater the responsi-
bilities of a king are, the greater is the number of 
eo-workers that he needs, and the greater the loyalty 
required of them, since he is forced to entrust his 
greatest and most important interests to others or 
else to abandon them. Furthermore, the law protects 
the private individual from being easily wronged by 
men with whom he enters into business relations, 
either by entrusting them with money, or by making 
them agents of an estate, or by entering into partner-
ship with them in some enterprise ; and it does so 
by punishing the offender. A king, however, cannot 
look to the law for protection against betrayal 
of a trust, but must depend upon loyalty. Naturally, 
those who stand near the king and help him rule 
the country are the strongest, and from them he 
has no other protection than their love. Con-
sequently, it is not a safe policy for him to share his 
power carelessly with the first men he meets ; but 
the stronger he makes his friends, the stronger he 
becomes himself. 

Once more, necessary and useful possessions do 

rwv {JIJ€wv &.u6pcpopa Note too that in the case 
of other possessions, some are universally regarded as neces-
sary merely and useful: they give no delight. Others are 
pleasurable merely and not profit.able also. On the contrary, 
most pleasurable things are found to be harmful." 
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TWV f€T'YJJI-G,T(IJV, ov nva exe£ 
I€€/€T'Y}jl-evot<;' OG'a o€ T€p7Tva, OV/€ out Toiho 
Kat G'VJI-cpepoVTa' TovvavTiov 'Yap 1roA.Xa Twv 

92 i]oewv aG'VJI-cpOpa f'€Ae"fX€Tat. avTil€a Teix'Y} 
Jl-fV /€at o1rA.a Kat /€at G'TpaT07TEOa 
TWV ava"fl€aiwv EG'Tt I€T'Y)jl-aTWV 1€paTOVG'tV' 
/J.vev "fap TOVTWV ovx olov T€ G'WS€G'eat TrJV 
apx1v• Tep'frtv Of OVX opw 7TO£av o£xa "fE 

93 exet. l€aA.a oe aAG''YJ l€at olt€£at 7TOAV-
Kat 1 avOptaVT€<; Kat "/pacpa£ 7TaAatfis T€ 

/€at /€at XPVG'O'i /€at 
7TOtl€t't..at Tpa1ret;at "at 1ropcpvpa "at /€at 

Kat }1-Vpwv OG'jl-at /€at eeaf1.aTWV 7Tav-
Toiwv /€at aKOVG'JI-aTWV Ota T€ 
/€at Op"favwv, oe av TOVTOl<; 6Jpa'iat 
Kat 7TatOtl€a oopaia, 'VJI-7TaVTa TavTa OVO€JI-lCt<; 
[vel€a aXX' cpaiveTat. 

I <;-\ -..1 QIQ f I \ '9 
94 JI-OVrJ O€ TTJ G'VJI-JJ€f.J'Y}K€V a7TaVTWV JI-EV Etvat 

G'UJI-cpOpwTaTOV, lhavTWV Of 
oijl-a£ TWV aVa"fl€aiwv Ta }1-e"ftG'Ta, 07TAa /€at 
Teix'Y] /€at G'TpaT€VJI-aTa /€at avev TWV 
OtotKovvTwv cpi:Awv olhe XP1G't}f-a olhe G'VJI-cpe-
povm, aXXa Kat :Aiav E7TtG'cpaXij· Ot o€ "f€ cp{Xot 
/€at otxa TOVTWV wcpe:Atjl-0£, /€at TavTa Jl-fV €v 

95 7TOAeJI-rp JI-OVOV XP1G'tjl-a, oe aet 
EV elp1vv, liv V ovvaTOV axpe'ia /€at /3apea· avev 
o€ ovo' EV elp1vv l;ijv 

96 Kat 6Jv ei1rov hoewv To f1.ev l€otv(l)ve'iv 
..f..''> I I > "'> I > > I T€p7TVOT€pov, JI-OVOV O€ a7To"aV€£V €V €p'Y]f1.£a 

1 ' t'-1 \ \ '1+. t' I ' 7TaVTWV a'Y}O€G'TaTOV, Kat aV V7TOf1.€LV€l€V' 
ETl oe AV7T'YJPOT€pov, el 0€1JG'€l€ /€0lVWVE'iv TO'ic; Jl-n 

1 teed added by Reiske, 
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not in all cases afford their owner some pleasure, nor 
does it follow that because a thing is pleasing it is 
also profitable. On the contrary, many pleasant 
things prove to be unprofitable. Fortifications, for 
example, arms, engines, and troops are possessions 
necessary for a ruler, since without them his authority 
cannot be maintained, but I do not see what grati-
fication they afford-at least, apart fom their utility; 
and on the other hand, beautiful parks, costly resid-
ences, statues, paintings in the exquisite early style, 
golden bowls, inlaid tables, purple robes, ivory, 
amber, perfumes, everything to delight the eye, 
delightful music, both vocal and instrumental, and 
besides these, beautiful maidens and handsome boys 
-all these evidently subserve no useful purpose 
whatever, but are obviously the inventions of 
pleasure. To friendship alone has it been given to 
be both the most profitable of all and the most 
pleasurable of all. To illustrate: I presume that 
our greatest necessities, arms, walls, troops, and 
cities, without friends to control them, are neither 
useful nor profitable; nay, they are exceedingly 
precarious; while friends, even without these, are 
helpful. Besides, these things are useful in war 
only, while for men who are going to live in 
unbroken peace-if such a thing be possible-they 
are a useless burden. Without friendship, however, 
life is insecure even in peace. 

Once more, the pleasures I have mentioned afford 
more delight when shared with friends; to enjoy 
them in solitude is the dreariest thing imaginable, 
and no one could endure it. But it would be still 
more disagreeable if you had to share them with 
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1 Arnim would delete 
• ... &,.,.,.,, Capps : .,.&,.,.a, 
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people who disliked you. Nay, what festivity could 
please unless the most important thing of all were 
at hand, what symposium could delight you if you 
lacked the good-will of the guests? What sacrifice is 
acceptable to the gods without the participants 
in the feast ? Indeed, are not even those love 
relations the pleasantest and least wanton which 
are based on the affection of the lovers, and which 
men whose object is good-will experience in the 
society of boys or women ? Many are the names 
applied to friendship just as its services undoubtedly 
are many; but where youth and beauty enter in, 
there friendship is rightly called love and is held to 
be the fairest of the gods. 

Again, salutary drugs are salutary to the sick, but 
of no use to the well. Of friendship, however, men 
stand ever in the greatest need, whether in health 
or in sickness: it helps to defend wealth and relieves 
poverty; it adds lustre to fame and dims the glare 
of infamy. It is this alone that makes everything 
unpleasant seem less so and magnifies everything 
good. For what misfortune is not intolerable without 
friendship, and what gift of fortune does not lose its 
charm if friends be lacking? And although solitude 
is cheerless and of all things the most terrible, it is 
not the absence of men that we should consider 
as solitude, but the absence of friends; for often 
complete solitude is preferable to the presence of 
persons not well-disposed. For my part, I have 
never regarded even good fortune to be such if 
attended by no friend to rejoice with me, since the 
severest strokes of misfortune can more easily be 
borne with friends than the greatest good fortune 
without them. For with good right I judge that 
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EV p,ev 
\ ',/.. I > > I >'I-I ev oe ovoeva 

103 Tov crvv"'oop,evov. ,P ryap 7rA.e'icrTo£ p,ev 
11ptCT'TOt cplA.ot, DVCT o'€ 'TraVprha'TO£, 1 €t 
/1pa erJ"T£, !Cat 7roA.A.ot p,ev ot 
o€ at 1[rery€W o'€ 

o ov evoalp,rov ; o ryap 
p,ev E'X,€£ CTVV'TJOO-

ovoeva S€ Ecp'T}Dop,evov, !Cat Ota 'TOVTO 
, .,. " \ ' "\"\ \ \ , 

EtJTtJXE£ E'f' a7racrt, ota 'TO p,ev exetv 
p,'TJoeva o€ exBp6v. 

104 El o€ ocpBaA.p,o£ !Cat ruTa 3 !Cat ryA.wTTa !Cal , e , 4 "" , "f: , , , av pro'TT'Ot<; 'T01J 'TraV'TO<; ac;; ta OlJ f.LOVOV 
To f}oecrBat aA.A.a ovvacr8at TOvTrov 
OVIC lA.a'T'TOV, aA.A.a /Cat p,fiA.A.ov cplA.ot 

105 Ota p,ev ryap 'TWV ocpBaA.p.wv opfiv 'TtZ 
' t'' <:- \ ,/,1"\ \ \ ' \ EfL'TT'OO(J)V, Ota 0€ 'T(J)V 't'£"'(J)V !Ca£ 'Ta €'TT'£ 

7repacrt BeficrBat. !Cat ota p,ev Twv r.hrov ov" 11v 
cl!COVCTat .q 'TWV crcp6opa eryryvBev, Ota o€ 'TWV 

106 EVIIOOVV'T(J)V 'TWV avary!Catrov 
ECT'Tt. /Cat 'TV p,ev ryA.W'T'T'[) 

7rapovcrt CT'TJp,alvet, !Cat x,epcrlv, el !Cat 
crcpoopa et'l] OVIC &v epryacrat'TO 7rA.€'iov 
Jl • '>' IJ J '>' \ ,/.. 1"\ epryov 'TJ ov avoprov· ota of! Trov 'f't"'rov ovva'Tat 
!Cat 7rficrw otaA.eryecrBat !Cat 7ravTrov 

ecpt!Cve'icrBat. oi ryap 'TT'cLVTa 
E!Celvrp crvp,cpepovTa /Cat A.eryotJCT£ !Cat opwcrt. 

107 TO o€ 7ravTrov lva ryap 
>I > <I "\ I,/.. "\ "\ "\ \ \ ovTa eryxropet, 7ro"'"'a p,ev 

1 livcrp.•v<ts ?Ta.vp&Talro• Capps : <f>a.vll.rha.Tos. 
2 ToiiTo EOTvxe£ Capps : Tb EOT"X•iv. 
a 1<a.l added by Geel. 
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man most wretched who in misfortune has the 
largest number to gloat over him but in good fortune 
no one to rejoice with him. When a man has hosts of 
excellent friends and his foes very few in number-if 
he has any foe at all-when he has many who love 
him, still more who admire him, and no one who can 
censure him, is he not perfectly happy? For such 
a man has multitudes to share his joy but not 
one to gloat over him in misfortune, and for this 
reason he is fortunate in all things, in that he has 
hosts of friends but not a single enemy. 

If eyes, ears, tongue, and hands are worth every-
thing to a man that he may be able merely to live, to 
say nothing of enjoying life, then friends are not less 
but more useful than these members. With his 
eyes he may barely see what lies before his feet; 
but through his friends he may behold even that 
which is at the ends of the earth. With his ears he 
can hear nothing save that which is very near; but 
through those who wish him well he is without 
tidings of nothing of importance anywhere. With 
his tongue he communicates only with those who 
are in his presence, and with his hands, were 
he never so strong, he can not do the work 
of more than two men; but through his friends 
he can hold converse with all the world and 
accomplish every undertaking, since those who 
wish him well are saying and doing everything that 
is in his interest. The most surprising thing of all, 
however, is that he who is rich in friends is able, 
although but one man, to do a multiplicity of things 
at the same time, to deliberate about many matters 

' dv6pr.I,?TOI$ von der Muehll : av6prfnrO>Jio 
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simultaneously, to see many things, to hear many 
things, and to be in many places at once-a thing 
difficult even for the gods-with the result that 
there is nothing remaining anywhere that is bereft 
of his solicitude. 

Once more, the happy experiences of his friends 
are bound to delight a good man no less than some 
joy of his own. For is that man not most blessed 
who has many bodies with which to be happy when he 
experiences a pleasure, many souls with which to 
rejoice when he is fortunate? And if glory be the 
high goal of the ambitious, he may achieve it many 
times over through the eulogies of his friends. If 
wealth naturally gladdens its possessor, he can be 
rich many times over who shares what he has with 
his friends. 

Then, too, while it is a pleasure to show favours to 
good men and true when one's means are ample, it is 
also a pleasure to receive gifts when they are deserved 
and for merit. Hence, he who shows his friends a 
favour rejoices both as giver and as receiver at the 
same time. Old, in sooth, is the proverb which says 
that " Common are the possessions of friends. "1 

Therefore, when the good have good things, these 
will certainly be held in common. 

Now, while in any other matter, such as leisure, 
ease, and relaxation, our good king does not wish to 
have unvarying advantage over private citizens and, 
indeed, would often be satisfied with less, in the one 
matter of friendship he does want to have the 

1 The proverb in this form is found in the of 
Mena.nder (Kock fr. 9). Cf. Terence, Adelphi 803 : Na.m 
vetus verbum hoc quidemst, communia. esse a.micorum inter 
se omnia.. 
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112 fJovi\eTat 7Ti\eoveiCTe'iv.1 ai\i\o£ov2 ovSev 
' • 3 • " 'i\i\..1. I ' 1 TU£ 7TOV EWat TJ UT07TOV, a u ICU£ U"fai\i\eTat 

\ f \ "' I J 1 J1-U OV Jl-EV V7TO 'TWV VEWTEpWV U"fU7TWJ.tEVO<; 
I} ol "fOve'ir;;, p.fii\i\ov Se V7TO Twv 7rpeuf]vTepwv 
• \ J 'I>\ • \ T} TOV<; 7TU£oa<; U"fU7TWU£, p.a OV oe V7TO TWV 

I A \ 'f: , ' ' "" UVVOVTWV TJ 'TOV<; e5 £UOV UVVOVTU<; U"fU7TWU£, 
p.fii\i\ov V7TO TWV p.ovov tZKOVOVTWV "' ol 

113 urp oSpa E"f"fV<; lJvTe<; tZ"fU7TWVTU£" 4 4>ti\OUV"f"fEVfU-
'I>\ • I i\ , , e· " TUTO<; O€ WV ICU£ 't'£ 0£/CEtoTUTO<; EU 07T'!J 

' 8' ' ' A.. ' "' • r a7a ov vevop.t!Ce TTJV 't'ti\tav TT}<; UV"f"fEVelar;;. 
, \ \ I f I I 

avev p.ev "fUP UV"f"fEVeta<; ot rpti\ot 'XPTJU tp.ot, &vev 
,I, "\! J t'\ • ' \ J ' oe ovoe O£ u't'oopa E"f"fV<; w4>ei\tp,ot. 'TOuov-

to-' J t I I \ ,/.. I d 
TOV oe U5£UV !Cptvet TTJV 't'ti\tav, WUTE ovUva 

TWV 7TW7TOTe V7T0 4>li\ov, ai\i\a 
TOVTO TWV i\e"fopivwv aSvvaTwv elvat li 

l14ll,p.a 'Yap 'T£<; aStiCWV 7Te1>ropaTa£ !Cal Si}i\ov 7TE7TOL-
" J • A..'i\ " t'l ' TJICEV O'T£ OVIC TJV 't'£ O<;. OUO£ oe 7TE7Tov8aut 

t' ' • • • e 'e ' OEWOV, V7T E'X, pwv 7TE7TOV aut, i\ryop.evwv 11.ep 
,I, 'i\ J ' " .. ' ,... 't'£ wv, U"fVOovp.evwv oe O'T£ TJUUV ex8po£. Se£ 

• 'A..86' OVV ICUTUJ1-€Jl-'t'€U at TTJV UVTWV a"fVOtUV, ai\i\a 
115 \ ·'·' ' ,I, i\' " ' P.TJ 'I' E"fe£V To T YJ<; tar; ovop,a. 7TaTepa 

"fE lJvTa OVIC aSvvaTOV viov !Cal 7Ta'iSa 
' \ ' •t: ' ' t' 7rept 'TOV<; ryovea<; e5ap.apTe£V, 0Jl-0£W<; oe aoei\1>oV<; 

ICUICOV 'T£ tZ7TOi\avuat. oihwr;; Se 7Tavv 
\ ,I, i\' f ' ' d TTJV tav tepov wuTe Kal 'TOV<; Oeovr;; 

UVT/jl 7TetpfiTa£ 7TOte£v 4>£i\ov<;. 

1 Arnim follows Emperius in putting §§ 128-132 after 
7rA.EOJIEK'TE"iJI. 

a a./l.il.o1&v Capps : l!/1./l.o 
3 7rov elva.1 Capps : 'II"Olerv. 
' &:ya..,.wwr<u Cohoon : cl.')'a'll"w<T• or d')'ct.'II"W<Tlv. 
5 After elva.1 the MSS. have lJJ<TTE 1ea.l 7ra.6€iv &rob <f>(/l.ov /Ca.t<Ols 

-r£v &aw&. .. ..,, elva.• IC'ICPII<Ev.-" So that he considers suffering 
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larger portion ; and he doubtless thinks it in no wise 
peculiar or strange-nay, he actually exults because 
young people love him more than they do their 
parents, and older men more than they do their 
children, because his associates love him more than 
they do their peers, and those who know him only 
by hearsay love him more than they do their nearest 
neighbours. Extremely fond of kith and kin though 
he may be, yet, in a way, he considers friendship 
a greater good than kinship. For a man's friends 
are useful even without the family tie, but without 
friendship not even the most nearly related are of 
service. So high a value does he set on friendship 
as to hold that at no time has anyone been wronged 
by a friend, and that such a thing belongs to the 
category of the impossible ; for the moment one is 
detected doing wrong, he has shown that he was no 
friend at all. Indeed, all who have suffered any 
outrage have suffered it at the hands of enemies-
friends in name,. whom they did not know to 
be enemies. Such sufferers must blame their own 
ignorance and not reproach the name of friendship. 
Furthermore, it is not impossible for a father to be 
unjust to a son and for a child to sin against its 
parents; brother, too, may wrong brother in some 
way; but friendship our king esteems as such an 
altogether sacred thing that he tries to make even 
the gods his friends.l 

1 He means, apparently, that friendship is such a sacred 
thing that it is a fitting relation to exist between the gods 
and men, and that therefore the good king may venture to 
form it even with the gods without impropriety. 

wrong at the hands of a friend to belong to the category of 
the impossible." Emperius deletes. 

s 1Cct.Ta.p.Ep.rpe116a.• Reiske; t<al 
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Now, while it may be gathered from all that has 
been said that tyrants suffer all the ills that are the 
opposites of the blessings we have enumerated, this 
is especially true as regards the matter we are now 
discussing. For the tyrant is the most friendless 
man in the world, since he cannot even make 
friends. Those like himself he suspects, since they 
are evil, and by those unlike himself, and good, he 
is hated; and the hated man is an enemy to both 
the just and the unjust. For some men do justly 
hate him; while others, beaause they covet the 
same things, plot against him. And so the Persian 
king had one special man, called the" king's eye" 1 

-not a man of high rank, but just an ordinary one. 
He did not know that all the friends of a good king 
are his eyes. 

And should not the ties of blood and kinship be 
especially dear to a good king? For he regards his 
kith and kin as a part of his own soul, and sees to 
it that they shall not only have a share of what is 
called the king's felicity, but much more that they 
shall be thought worthy to be partners in his 
authority ; and he is especially anxious to be seen 
preferring them in honour, not because of their 
kinship, but because of their qualifications. And 
those kinsmen who live honourable lives he loves 
beyond all others, but those who do not so live he 
considers, not friends, but relatives. For other 
friends he may cast off when he has discovered 
something objectionable in them, but in the case 
of his kinsmen, he cannot dissolve the tie ; but 
whatever their character, he must allow the title to 

1 He guarded the king in every way. See Herodotus, 
no, n2. 
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5 dT•oilv l.<Tt<ovv-ra added by Cohoon. 
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be used. His wife, moreover, he regards not merely 
as the partner of his bed and affections, but also as 
his helpmate in his counsel and action, and indeed 
in his whole life. 

He alone holds that happiness consists, not in 
flowery ease, but much rather in excellence of 
character; virtue, not in necessity but in free-will; 
while patient endurance, he holds, does not mean 
hardship but safety. His pleasures he increases by 
toil, and thereby gets more enjoyment out of them, 
while habit lightens his toil. To him " useful " 
and " pleasurable " are interchangeable terms ; for 
he sees that plain citizens, if they are to keep well 
and reach old age, never give nourishment to an 
idle and inactive body, but that a part of them 
work first at trades, some of which-such as smith-
ing, shipbuilding, the construction of houses-are 
very laborious ; while those who own land first toil 
hard at farming, and those who live in the city 
have some city employment; he sees the leisured 
class crowd the gymnasia and wrestling-floors-
some running on the track, others again wrestling, 
and others, who are not athletes, taking some 
form of exercise other than the competitive-in a 
word, everyone with at least a grain of sense doing 
something or other and so finding his meat and drink 
wholesome. But the ruler differs from all these in 
that his toil is not in vain, and that he is not simply 
developing his body, but has the accomplishment 
of things as his end and aim. He attends to some 
matter needing his supervision, he acts promptly 
where speed is needed, accomplishes something not 

• d1rOAa6ovTa Cohoon: t<al ;\ouTpwv t<al. 
' 'lrOTwv Cohoon: .. &, .. ..,.,, 1 3' added by Cohoon. 
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1 §§ 128-132 placed after§ Ill by Emperius and Arnim. 
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easy of accomplishment, reviews an army, subdues 
a province, founds a city, bridges rivers, or builds 
roads through a country. 

He does not count himself fortunate just because 
he can have the best horses, the best arms, the best 
clothing, and so forth, but because he can have the 
best friends ; and he holds that it is far more dis-
graceful to have fewer friends among the private 
citizens than any one of them has. For when a 
man can select his most trustworthy friends from 
among all men-and there is scarcely a man who 
would not gladly accept his advances-surely it is 
ridiculous that he should not have the best. Most 
potentates have an eye only for those who get near 
them no matter how, and for those who are willing 
to flatter, while they hold all others at a distance and 
the best men more especially. The true king, how-
ever makes his choice from among all men, esteem-
ing ft perverse to import horses from Nisaean 
plains 1 because they surpass the Thessalian breed, 
or hounds from India, a and only in the case of men 
to take those near at hand; since all the means for 
making friends are his. For instance, the ambitious 
are won over to friendliness by praise, those who 
have the gift of leadership by participation in the 
government, the warlike by .some 
of military service, those havmg executive ability 
by the management of affairs,. assuredly, those · 
"ith a capacity for love, by mtimacy. Now, who 
is more able to appoint governors ? Who needs 
more executives ? Who has it in his power to give 

1 A plain south of the Caspian Sea, celebrated for its breed 
of horses; Strabo, 11. 9. Cf. Herodotus, 3. 106; 7. 40, 196. 

• Cf. Herodotus, 1. 192; 7. 187. 
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a part in greater enterprises ? Who is in a better 
position to put a man in charge of military opera-
tions ? Who can confer more illustrious honours ? 
Whose table lends greater distinction ? And if 
friendship could be bought, who has greater means 
to forestall every possible rival? 

Since nature made him a man, and a man of 
exalted station in life, he too needs some distrac-
tion as it were to relieve his more serious duties; 
and it is this, alas ! which for many has proved to 
be the source of many ignoble and soul-destroying 
vices-vices which also destroy the high esteem in 
which royalty is held. One king, having become 
enamoured of singing, spent his time warbling and 
wailing in the theatres and so far forgot his royal 
dignity that he was content to impersona.te the 
early kings upon the stage; 1 another fell m love 
with flute-playing; 2 but the good king never makes 
a practice even of listening to things. H_e 
considers hunting the best recreatwn and finds his 
greatest delight therein. It makes his body 
his heart braver, and affords a field for the practice 
of every military activity. For he must r_ide, run, 
in many cases meet the charge of the big game, 
endure heat and withstand cold, often be tortured 
by hunger and thirst, and he becomes to 
enduring any hardship with pleasure through his pas-
sion for the chase. But he does not hold this opinion 
of the Persian chase. Those people would enclose 
the game in parks and then, whenever they listed, 
slaughter it as if it were in a pen, showing that 

1 Nero. s Ptolemy "Auletes.'' 

A €8i(eT«l 1rdvT« Capps: iOi(ovT«. 
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they neither sought hard work nor ran any risk 
since their quarry was weak and broken in spirit. 
But they robbed themselves alike of the joy of 
uncovering the game, of the excitement in running 
it down, and of the struggle on coming to close 
quarters. It is just as if they had claimed to be 
fond of war and then, letting slip the chance to 
engage their enemy, had seized the prisoners at 
home and put them to death. 



THE FOURTH DISCOURSE 
ON KINGSHIP 

In the fourth Discourse Alexander the Great is represented 
as conversing with Diogenes, who tells him that the real king 
is a son of Zeus even as Homer says. Then he goes on to give 
the Cynic doctrine that this sonship is evidenced by qualities 
of mind and character, not by military power and wide 
dominion. He concludes by picturing graphically the spirit 
of avarice, the spirit of the love of pleasure, and the spirit of 
ambition, which rule the lives of ordinary men. 

The reference at the very end to the happy fortune of those 
who received a good daimon or genius at their birth ha.s led 
to the reasonable conjecture that this address was delivered 
before Traja.n on his birthday, September 18th in A.D. 103. 
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7rep£ TWV TOtOVTrov, a.xxa Ka£ avTot 'TTAUTTOVUtV 
V'TT t:J ,, "\ I ' , ', , 

ep"'a"'"'ovn;r;, 7rpouen Kat TaX'Aa a.,atpovp,evot 
""' ,/,. I 'P I \ 

Trov .,povtp.rov, otov XP'YJJLaTa Kat np.ct<; Kat 
0"" I tl \ I I "I 

T U'WJLaTO<; OVVap.tV, O'TTW<; ota JLOV'T}V oogrout 
3 TtJJ.auea• ' t:' ' !:'' ' ' ' ' ,- T'YJV W<; 0€ €£KO<; EKEWO£<; 

'YEV€, ea ' 1: , 2 , , , , 
u t TI'JV vvv Et'TTOtp. av, 

' "\ ' , , ' " , Tvryxavop.ev UXO"-'YJV a<yOVT€<; a7ro TWV aXXrov 
7rparyp.aTrov. 

4 "Hv p.ev ryap, wr; cpautv, o 'A"Aegavopor; av(Jpcf>-

.1 Some editors suspect a lacuna here for a. reference to 
wisdom is implied in what However 

that IS taken for granted. ' 
1 ,;;, Capps, Coboon : 
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THE FOURTH DISCOURSE 
ON KINGSHIP 

THEY tell us that once upon a time Alexander when 
not over busy met Diogenes,1 who had an abundance 
of time on his hands. For the one was king of Mace-
donia and many other countries beside, while the 
other was an exile from Sinope ; 2 and there are many 
who in speaking and writing of this encounter give 
no less admiration and credit to Alexander than to 
Diogenes because, although he was ruler over so 
many people and had greater power than any other 
man of his day, he did not disdain to converse with a 
poor man who had intelligence and the power of 
endurance. For all men without exception are 
naturally delighted when they see wisdom honoured 
by the greatest power and might ; hence they not 
only relate the facts in such cases but add extra-
vagant embellishments of their own ; nay more, 
they strip their wise men of all else, such as wealth, 
honours, and physical strength, so that the high 
regard in which they are held may appear to be 
due to their intelligence alone. And so I should 
like on this occasion to tell what in all likelihood 
was the nature of their conversation, since it 
happens too that I have nothing else that demands 
my attention. 

Now it should be explained that Alexander was by 
a An important town on the southern shore of the Euxine 

or Black Sea.. 
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11;aA.una lpa<rTn;;; 
Ka...£ 'TOV /Ca'Ta:\.t7r€LV W<; f1.€"ft<Y'TOV a{JTOU /Jvofl.a EV 
?raa;.,tv '' EA.A.!]<rt Kat {Jap,Bdpot<;, Kat E7re8vf1.et rye 
Ttf1.a<r8at <rxeoov oux {mo Twv avBpC:mwv u.6vov 
?rav X ,.., , "\. "\. , , '-=' ' , , ,'Ta ov, a"'"' et 1rw;;; ovvaTov -ljv, v?ro 'Te 'TWV 

5 Kat 'TWV ev To£, ope<rt 81]p£wv. 'TWV 
OVV a;\;\wv 7raV'TWV Ka'Tecppovet /Cat OUOEVa cife'TO 
, t: ' f .... ' / ' a-.wfl.axov avup 7rept 'TOVTov Tov " ' II I ,, \ I .,, 

OV'T€ 'TOV ep<r1JV OV'T€ 'TOV 2.Ku8rJV oiJTe 'TOV 'lvoo'v 
,, ' .... r/E"' OV'T€ ev Tot;;; "'A'TJ<rtv ovoeva oihe 1 ltvopa " 

6 'A_ > (j 1 1 OV'T€ 
7rO tV. rw ave'TO ryap on fLtKpov 

, ' \ ' "'" ' (: \ ,-?ra,v'Te' €t<rt 't' vxa, \ 'Tpurpij, /Cat apryta, 
Kat /Cat 'TJoovij, ?rep£ 
Atoryevou, oe 7rvvBav6f1.evo' Twv Te A.orywv 
"A ' .... ,, a , e eryev Kat 'TWV eprywv a Kat 07r 0 I \ ,/, I l I W' 

£'r)IJ€"f/C€ 'T'r)V 'f'V"f'r)V, evtO'T€ /Ca'TecppOV€£ 'T;,, 
Te wevtar;; ' 8 ' ' ... ' ' " ., , fO' /Cat 'T'TJ' evTeA.eta,, aTe v€0 , &v 

7 Kat Tparpet, ev {Ja<rtA.ucw ?roA.A.aiCt"' t-e' 
'() I y \ >y I ' 'f', > 0 
€ Kat 'Tij, 'T€ avope£a, 'TOV'TOV 

\ "' I \ 1 

/Cat 'T'TJ' !Cap'TepLa,, /Cat fl.aA.t<r'Ta 'Tij, o6t:,, O'T£ ,.. ., ,.. ,.. r'E ,. ., ' 
'TOtOV'TO' WV ?ra<rt 'TOL' ;\:\.'r)<rt rytryVW<r/CO£'TO /Cat 
Bavu. 'Y ' 't- ' 't-' 1 , /Cat ov_,oet, 'r)OVVa'TO 'TWV aAAWV OtO' 

8 eKetvo' ryeve<rBat 'T'{J cptA.oTtfL[a· Kat on au7 w ' "o M l:' I , • , fLev 
et 'T'TJ' a/Ceoovwv 4>aA.aryryo, Kat 'TOV ®e77aA.wv 

t?r?rt/COV Kat ®paKwv Kat IIatovwv Kat a""'"' 
"\ "\ , I ' ' 1\,1\.WV 

1ro"'"'wv, et fLeA.A.ot {Jaotteev o?rot fJ ovA.otTo Kat 
Turyxavew ciJv emBvfl.ol:· 0 OE fl.OVO' a?r>iet ?ravv 
',.k"\"',' f/ ' ,, 

a<r'l'a"'w' OV fl.OVOV 'r)f1.€pa<;, aA.A.tt Kat VVIC'TO' gv()a 
9 ) ,.. '8 I to tl J \ 

,f 0/C€£' te,at O'T£, aUTO' fl.EV XPV<r{ou Kat 
apryvpLOV ?rafL?rOAAOV eoei:To, &J<r'T€ 'T£ 

'Q 1"\ lf \:'1 l I 
WV €tvOVI\.€'TO' en oe Et fLeA.A.ot gt:e•v M ' , ,, ,... ,. . 

a/Ce ova' Kat Tou' aA.A.ou, ''EA.A.nva,, Bepa?reu-
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common report the most ambitious of men and the 
greatest lover of glory. He was anxious to leave his 
name the greatest among all the Greeks and bar-
barians and longed to be honoured, not only-as one 
might put it-by mankind the world over, but, if it 
were at all possible, by the birds of the air and the 
beasts of the mountains. Moreover, he looked down 
upon all other men and thought that no one was a 
dangerous rival in this matter-neither the Persian 
king nor the Scythian nor the Indian nor any man 
or city among the Greeks. For he perceived that 
they had all been well-nigh ruined in soul by 
luxury and idleness and were the slaves of money 
and pleasure. But as to Diogenes, when Alexander 
heard of the words which this man spoke and of 
the deeds which he did and how he bore his exile, 
though at times he despised the man for his poverty 
and shabbiness, quite naturally, as he himself was 
young and had been reared in royal luxury, yet 
often he would admire and envy the man for his 
courage and endurance, and especially for his great 
reputation, because all the Greeks knew and admired 
him for what he was, and no one else could match 
him in point of distinction. He himself needed 
his Macedonain phalanx, his Thessalian cavalry, 
Thracians, Paeonians, and many others if he was to 
go where he wished and get what he desired ; but 
Diogenes went forth unattended in perfect safety 
by night as well as by day whithersoever he cared 
to go. Again, he himself required huge sums of 
gold and silver to carry out any of his projects; 
and what is more, if he expected to keep the 
Macedonians and the other Greeks submissive, must 

1 oiiTE added by Reiske. 
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I J ""' I )f \ \ y 

Teov avnp Te Kat Tov a:.\:.\ov lJxA.ov 
10 TE Kat 0 Se ovoe.va avepw-

7r f I () 1 ....... \ .... () \ " WV V7r'[/Eb W7r€VWV, a/\-1\,a Taf\,1] YJ 
A,' ' '"' ' ... ' ' €"fWV Kat OVOEJl-baV opaXfl-'fJV e(3ou-

' I ' ' ' I " paTTE Kat TWV 7rpoKetp,evwv a?TeTvry-
xave !Cat TOV (3tov €,1] 8v 11ptrrTov 

\ '0 I \ J 'I\ ' Kat ev atp,oveuTaTov, Kat ou" av 'fJA:\af;aTo T-i.v 
' ' (3 ... I '"'' ' II •t €1C€Wov aut"'etav ovve TOV TWV fipuwv T€ Kat 
Ml}owv 1r:.\ovTov aVTt JavTou 

ll TaUTa oh ef aUTOU OtOLO"et 
( t' I \ J I 

'wv, 1rpou€n 
, f' ' ' , ' ovx T}TTOV €0"0tTO, TVXOV o€ Tl ICat 

wrpeA.YJ()J}ueu8at VOfd,wv Ct7TO 
' \:' 1 1... \ > () I () I 7Ta"'al p,ev €7r€ vp,et eauaueab TOV 

12 )/ \:' \ I () 0 > \ 1:' \ 
avopa uvryryeveu at avTw • €7r€£ oe ,J,"ev EL" Kl () ' I ' •t > 

optv ov "at Te a1reo€!;aTo 
' 'E"" I ' , ' '11"apa Twv ,1 1\,"''TJV':!v Twv f;up,faxwv 

Otrp1Cl]O"€V, ecf>YJ 7T€pt avTOV OTt uxoA.auat Tl 
(3 'A, \ >I > > \ () I OV OlTO, fPX€TO, OVIC €7rb TOV 
""f 0 • J \ '9 J ""' () I >I I 
1 V OV ryap YJUaV auTrp vpat OUT€ o{JTe 

c .... I '1:' \ .. 11\:' '1:' \ f f 
OVO€ OUO€ €O"T£a,l Ka8a1rep 

13 na!Ca I •-.. ... ' , ' ' 
1 ,.. al\,1\,a p,ev EXPYJTO 

7TOA€Ut, Kat EVTauea 0tETpt(3ev ev T€ 

Kat li7rep iopuovTal EUT{av oe 
J I y \ ,... t1 

evop,t.,e T1JV 'YYJV a1rauav, 'TJ7T€p EO"Tt Kotvh Twv 
14 > () I f I \ ri.. I \ 1 

av pw1rwv euna Kat TPO'I'M· Kat ToTe eTuryxavev 
' K ' (' '(3 I €V Tf!J pavetrp otaTpb WV OVOe ryap 
IJ.() I >\:'\ )/ 
,--a OVO€ TOtoVTOV OXAOV 7r€pt avTOV 

1 Emperius: 

1 116pa• means literally " doors, or gate." From the Eastern 
custom of receiving petitions at the gate of the palace the 
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time and again curry the favour of their rulers and 
the general populace by words and gifts ; whereas 
Diogenes cajoled no men by flattery, but told every-
body the truth and, even though he possessed not a 
single drachma, succeeded in doing as he pleased, 
failed in nothing he set before himself, was the only 
man who lived the life he considered the best and 
happiest, and would not have accepted Alexander's 
throne or the wealth of the Medes and Persians in 
exchange for his own poverty. 

Therefore Alexander, being nettled to think that 
anyone living so easy and care-free a life was going 
to surpass himself and in addition should be no 
less famous, and thinking perhaps too that he would 
receive some benefit from an interview with the 
man, had long desired to behold him and converse 
with him; and when he had come to Corinth and 
had received the Greek embassies and regulated the 
affairs of the allies as well, he told his attendants 
that he wished to have a little leisure and went off-
I will not say' to the court 1 of Diogenes, for he had 
no court either great or small, nor house nor hearth 
of his own as the well-to-do have, but he made the 
cities his home and used to live there in the public 
buildings and in the shrines, which are dedicated 
to the gods, and took for his hearth-stone the wide 
world, which after all is man's common hearth and 
nourisher. On that day it happened that Diogenes 
was all alone in the Craneion,2 for he had no pupils 

gate came to mean" the royal court," Cf. the expression, 
"The Sublime Porte," which meant "The Ottoman court," 
or the Government of the Turkish empire. 

• A cypress grove and a gymnasium in a suburb of Corinth. 
Here it evidently means the gymnasium. 
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1 TOVTovs Capps: -rolls. 

1 Darius Codomannus, the last king of Persia. who soon 
after this was defeated by Alexander. ' 
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at all nor any such crowd about him as the sophists 
and flute-players and choral masters have. So the 
king came up to him as he sat there and greeted 
him, whereat the other looked up at him with a 
terrible glare like that of a lion and ordered him to 
step aside a little, for Diogenes happened to be 
warming himself in the sun. Now Alexander was 
at once delighted with the man's boldness and com-
posure in not being awestruck in his presence. 
For it is somehow natural for the courageous to 
love the courageous, while cowards eye them with 
misgiving and hate them as enemies, but welcome 
the base and like them. And so to the one class 
truth and frankness are the most agreeable things 
in the world, to the other, flattery and deceit. 
The latter lend a willing ear to those who in their 
intercourse seek to please, the former, to those who 
have regard for the truth. 

Then after a brief pause Diogenes asked the king 
who he was and what object he had in coming to him. 
" Was it," he said, " to take some of my property? " 
"Why, have you any property? " replied the other; 
" do you own anything that you might share with 
one? " " Much indeed," he replied, " and very 
valuable, in which I do not at all feel sure that you 
will ever be able to have a share. Yet it is not 
glaives or cauldrons or mixing-bowls or couches 
and tables such as Darius 1 is reported by some 
writers to possess in Persia that I happen to own." 
"What," retorted the other, "do you not know 
Alexander the king ? " " I hear many speak his 
name, to be sure," said he, "like so many jackdaws 
flitting about, but the man I know not, for I am not 
acquainted with his mind." "But now," came the 
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Dtcfvotav· f}Kw ryap f7f, auTO Tofho, ff'aVTOV T€ 1 

I 1: B I ' '''" ' 7rape5wv erot KaTaf'a ew Kat ere o 'I' 
'A"'"' ' ..,. "..!.. " ' 18 "'"'a €'/''IJ, f'€ av toOt<;, Wer7rep TO 

oi Ta (Jf'f'aTa TOO€ f'O£ eru 
eKe'ivoc; el !nro/3oA.t-
f'a'iov; Kat aKoverac; Kat 
wpryterB'Y/. S' EaVTOV' f'€T€VO€t S€ on 

eA.fJe'iv avDpt erKatfp T€ Kat 
19 aA.asovt, we; fVOf'tsev. o ovv 

() \ J \ I \ , I, I 2 

20 

KaTaf'a wv avTov TeTapary(.tevov T'IJV 'I' vx'Yiv, 
f'Em/3aA.e'iv avTov /3oA.r}v, 3 wer1rep 

oi 4 

avTOV, II6Bev De erot f7rf]A.fJev V7ro/3oAtf'aLovc; 
el1re'iv ; '07r6Bev ; lcp'Y/. Kat erov 
aKOVW TaVTa 7r€pt erov OVK 
€ernv el1rovera on ovK eK <PtAL7r7rov 

aA.A.' fK -1 -1 OVK 
oioa OTOV Bewv -1 5 -1 fJ'YJpLwv; 
KaLTOt 6 llv 

'E · 'A" I 1: t' • t', I " e vTav a o €f'€Wtaerev Kat 'YJer 'IJ 
Kat loogev avTij> 0 ou 

I J I >-,. -,. \ I 1: I < 1 f'OVOV OV a'""'a Kat O€stWTaTO<; a7raVTWV 
Kat f'OVO<; xap£seer8at. T£ ovv, . lcp1], 
'TrOTepov -1 tevoi}c; e'lvat DOK€t erot 0 

21 ''AD1JAOV, ecp1J, eerT£v. eav f'ev ryap 
1 ,1.. \ \ f'l A \ ' I I erw'l'pwv Kat T'IJV Tov Texvrw 

/3aertA.tK'I]v, ere KwA.vet Tov elvat 
22 viov· €7ret ToiJT6 rye Kat ''Of'·1Jpov cpaert A.eryew, on 

7raT1]p €ernv o wer1rep Twv fJewv, Kat Twv 
1 re Reiske: -ye. 9 added by Capps. 
3 Capps: 
• 1rai(ovres ro'is il.crrpa-y&l\o1s Bamberger: 1ral8es rols il.crrpa· 

')'di\.Ots or ToVs Ct.uTpa-ycil\ovs. 
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answer," you shall know his mind also, since I have 
come for the very purpose of letting you know me 
thoroughly and of seeing you." "Well, it would 
be hard for you to see me," rejoined the other, 
"just as it is for men with weak eyes to see the 
light. But tell me this : are you the Alexander 
whom they call a bastard? " At this the king 
flushed and showed anger, but he controlled himself 
and regretted that he had deigned to enter into 
conversation with a man who was both rude and 
an imposter, as he thought. Diogenes, however, 
marking his embarrassment, would fain change his 
throw just like men playing at dice. So when the 
king said, " What gave you the idea of calling me a 
bastard?" he replied," What gave it? Why, I hear 
that your own mother says this of you. Or is it not 
Olympias 1 who said that Philip is not your father, 
as it happens, but a dragon or Ammon or some god 
or other or demigod or wild animal? And yet in that 
case you would certainly be a bastard." 

Thereupon Alexander smiled and was pleased as 
never before, thinking that Diogenes, so far from being 
rude, was the most tactful of men and the only one who 
really knew how to pay a compliment. "Well then," 
said he, " do you think the story is true or false ? " 
"It is uncertain," was the reply; "for if you are self-
controlled and know the royal art of Zeus, nothing 
prevents your being a son of Zeus ; for this is what 
they claim Homer says: that Zeus is the father, not 

1 Wife of Philip Il, king of Macedon and mother of Alexander 
the Great. 

5 fJp.•Blwv Capps: il.v8pw1rwv. Herwerden would delete f} 
ll.v8pW7rWV. 

6 oliTCdS Cobet : -rowVTos &v. 
7 After et71s Geel puts § 54. 
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avopwv, aA.A.' ou TWV avopam58oov ouo€ TWV 
Te Kat aryevvwv ovoevos-· EtiV oe 8etA.os- vs- Kat , , , ... 'e ,, e ,, TPV'I-'€p0S' Kat epOS', OUT€ UOt €00V OVT€ 

23 avOponroov TWV arya8wv 7rpOUrJK€t. aA.A.ct TOtS' 
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uwf.LaTos-· C5uns- 8€ TovTo To UTJf.L€tov gxot, ou 
OoKetv TWV '!7rapTwv elvat• TOtS' 8€ Tau 
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ov euonat TOtS' 8uvaf.LeVot<; OfVOOp£';etv efTe 
) l: ) I I ' \ '' f I 4' €K€£VOV "f€"f0VOT€S' €LULV €iT€ f-'T} j 7rUVV OVV 

Tounp Tip A-6ryrp 6 
24 MeTct S€ TOVTo avTov, IIws- &v, 

KtLAAIUTa (3autA.evot TtS'; Kat 8ewov V7ro(3A.e-
,Y.as-, 'AA.A.' ovoe fUTtV, {3autA.evetv KaKWS' 
ov f.LaA.A.ov tj KaKWS' arya8ov elvat. 0 ryctp /3autA.evs-
av8pw7r(i)IJ aptUTOS' EUTtV, avopetoTaTO<; &v Kat 8t-' I \)f t\ KUtoTaTOS' Kat '1-'t"'UV pro7rOTaTOS' KU£ UV£KT}TOS' V'lrO 

25 TraVTOS' 7rOVOV Kat 7raU7J<; E7rt0uf.L!ar:;. tj uv ofet Tov 
aovvaTOV iJvtoxe'iv etvat TOVTOV ; ;, TOV 
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7rclVT€S' rl EA.A.?]V€<; Kat /3ap(3apot Kat 7roA.A.ct 

Kat Kat Ttapa<: 7rpoua,Y.rouw 
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TratOLOtS', rva KaBa7r€p ovv OUK f(TT£ 
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(3autA.tKWS'. 
1 Geel : flva1. 

1 From the dragon's teeth sown by Cadmus sprang up, 
according to the myth, fully armed men, who fought with 
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only of gods but of men as well, though not of slaves 
nor of any mean and ignoble man. If, however, you are 
cowardly and love luxury and have a servile nature, 
then you are in no way related to the gods or to good 
men. Why, methinks of old the 'Sown men,' as they 
were called, ofThebes I had what seemed a spear mark 
on their bodies as a sign of their origin, and he who 
did not have this mark was not regarded as one of 
the 'Sown men.' And do you not think that in the 
souls of the offspring of Zeus also a sign is to be found 
by which those who have the power to judge will know 
whether they are of his seed or not ? " Of course 
Alexander was greatly delighted with this thought. 

Hereupon he put the following question to Diogenes. 
"How,'' said he, " could one be the best king?" 
At this the other, eyeing him sternly, answered, 
" But no one can be a bad king any more than he can 
be a bad good man ; for the king is the best one 
among men, since he is most brave and righteous 
and humane, and cannot be overcome by any toil 
or by any appetite. Or do you think a man is a 
charioteer if he cannot drive, or that one is a pilot if 
he is ignorant of steering, or is a physician if he 
knows not how to cure? It is impossible, nay, 
though all the Greeks and barbarians acclaim him as 
such and load him with many diadems and sceptres 
and tiaras like so many necklaces that are put on 
castaway children lest they fail of recognition. 
Therefore, just as one cannot pilot except after the 
manner of pilots, so no one can be a king except 
in a kingly way." 

one another until only five remained. These were made 
citizens of Thebes and with their reputed descendants were 
called Sown men. 
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elooTa, IIeputtea TE teal 'EAA'Y}IIttea Ta "i.vproll 
teal Ta Cf>otlllterov, teal 7TAeluTot<; EIITvryxaiiOIITa 
{3t{3Alot<;, TOVTOII uocf)(l>TaToll p.aAtuTa '71"€7Tat-
oevp,evoll' 7TcLAtV oe l5Tall EIITVXWUt TWII TOtOVTWV 
nul p.oxOTJpot<; oetAoi<; cpt)..apryvpot<;, 
•-. I >If: I ,/.. \ I \ >I e o"'tryov a 10tov "'aut TO 1rparyp.a teat Tov a11 pro'11"0II' 

oe ETEpav ellloTe p.ev u 7Tatoelall," ElllOTE of. 
31 "avope£a11" p.eryaAocppOUVVTJV·" ofhro 

1 Homer calls kings iltoyw£<s (sprung from Zeus). 
1 So Plato puns on the Greek word for education. 'M}v 1T£pt 

Tas Movaas 1Tatilelav Te Kat 1ra<&dv,Laws 656o :-"The education 
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Then Alexander in alarm, lest after all he might 
be found ignorant of the science of kingship, said, 
" And who, think you, imparts this art, or where must 
one go to learn it? " To which Diogenes replied, 
" Well, you know it if the words of Olympias are true 
and you are a son of Zeus, for it is he who first and 
chiefly possesses this knowledge and imparts it to 
whom he will; and all they to whom he imparts it are 
sons of Zeus and are so called.1 Or do you think that 
it is the sophists who teach kingship? Nay, the most 
of them do not even know how to live, to say nothing 
of how to be king. Do you not know," he continued, 
" that education is of two kinds, the one from 
heaven, as it were, the other human? Now the 
divine is great and strong and easy, while the human 
is small and weak and full of pitfalls and no little 
deception ; and yet it must be added to the other if 
everything is to be right. This human sort, however, 
is what most people call' education '-meaning there-
by something for children,2 I suppose-and they have 
the notion that he who knows the most literature, 
Persian or Greek or Syrian or Phoenician, and has 
read the most books is the wisest and best educated 
person; but again, when people find any knaves or 
cowards or avaricious men among these, then they 
say the fact is as insignificant as the individual.3 

The other kind men sometimes call simply education, 
at other times, ' true manhood ' and ' high-minded-
ness.' And it was for that reason that men of old 

and play for children in the Muses." See also Plutarch, 
M aralia 80 c. 1Tatllt8s d..Ua 1ratildas EJieKa, "Not for the 
play of children but for education." 

8 i.e., neither proves anything against the "human" 
education. 
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1 eKaA-ovv oi 71"POT€pov 
araBT]<; Kat Td8 'frvxtis 

'HpaKAEa EK€l-
vov. OUKOVV &v EKeiv'T)V 71"atoeiav exn 

"\ ,./.. ' < \ I ' • Kat 
oA-ira Kat auTa Ta 

f.J-E"fLO"Ta Kat KVptwTaTa, Kat f1.-€f.J-V'T)Tat Kat cpvAaT-
32 T€£ EV Tfj 'frvxfj. Kat &v aVTOV en 2 T£ TOVTWV 

acpE"t-OtTO o{)T€ O{jT€ /1vfJpw7TM 
a"t-A-' ou8' ltv 7Tvpt fj 4 EKKavO"a£ 
aA-A-a K&v EfJ.-7Tp?jO"'!J T£> TOV &v8pw7TOV, W0"7T€p TOV 
'HpaKAEa cpaO"tV ai.JTov 1-d.vot &v 5 

aUTOV Ta oorp.,aTa ev Tfj 'frvxfi, Ka8a7T€p otp.,at TWV 
KaTaKeKaVf1.EVWV 6 V€Kpwv TOV<; ooovTa<; cpaO"t 8ta-
p.,f.vetv, Tov &"t-"t-ov (J"Wp.,aTo<; Oa7Tav!JfJevTo<; u1ro Tov 

33 '11"Vpo<;. ou rap p.,aBeZv, a"t-"t-' U7TOf1.-V1JO"eTJvat 8e'imt 
fJ.-OVOV' E7T€£Ta eMu<; oio€v T€ Kat €rvwpt0"€V, we; 
av Ttt 8orp.,aTa exwv TaVTa ev Tfj auTOV 
8tavoiq. '11"poO"en 8€, etw p.,ev avopt '11"ept7TEO"TJ 
W0"7T€p oOov E71"lO"Tap.,6vrp, EK€lVO<; 
auTcp, Kat p.,a8wv eu(}u<; Cl7Tft0"£V' EflV OE a"fVOOVVTt 
Kat O"OcptO"Tfj, KaTaTp{'fret '11"€pta"fWV 
aUTOV, OTE avaToAa<;, OTE 8€ '11"po<; OVO"tV, 
OTE o€ '11"po<; f1.-€0"'T)f.£/3piav eAKWV, ou8€v auTo<; 
a"t-"t-a Kat 7TOAV '11"poTepov U71"0 

34 TOWUTWV W0"7T€p ai 
Kat axoAaO"TOl EV Tfj B'ljpq P.,'T)8ev 
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1 'II'O:lOO:S Casaubon: olxo: 'II'O:tOelo:s. 
2 {.,., .,., Jacobs, .,., Dindorf: ht. 
3 o6TE before deleted by Empirius. 
4 if added by Capps. 
5 pivot tl.v J acobs : p.lvelV, 
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called those persons 'sons of Zeus ' who received the 
good education and were manly of soul, having been 
educated after the pattern of the great Heracles. 
Whoever, then, being noble by nature, possesses that 
higher education, readily acquires this other also, 
having only to learn a few things in a few lessons,! 
merely the greatest and most important things, and 
is already initiated and treasures them in his soul. 
And thenceforth nothing can rob him of any of these 
things, neither time nor any tricky sophist, nay, not 
even one who would fain burn them out by fire. 
But if the man were burned, as Heracles is said to 
have burned himself, yet his principles would abide 
in his soul just as, I believe, the teeth of bodies that 
have been cremated are said to remain undestroyed 
though the rest of the body has been consumed by 
the fire. For he does not have to learn but merely 
to recall; after that he at once knows and recognizes, 
as having had these principles in his mind at the 
beginning. And furthermore, if he comes upon a 
man who knows the road, so to speak, this man easily 
directs him, and on getting the information he at 
once goes his way. If, however, he falls in with some 
ignorant and charlatan sophist, the fellow will wear 
him out by leading him hither and thither, dragging 
him now to the east and now to the west and now to 
the south, knowing anything himself but merely 
guessing, after having been led far afield himself 
long before by impostors like himself. It is just the 
same as in hunting. When dogs that are untrained 
and unruly catch no scent and do not pick up the 

1 A compliment to Trajan, who had little interest in letters. 
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t: """ t'\ ' \ ,, 'E: ... t;VV€£CJ'at Jlii']O€ "fV(AJptCJ'aCJ'at TO t')(,VO<;, €t;a7TaTWCJ'tV 
""\ "\ /.. ' I < I<;> I ' T'[J cl'wvv Kat T(f' C1'X'I'Jt-tan, w<; ewvtat TE Kat 
opwCJ'at, Kal. 7TOAAal- CJ'VVE7TOVTat TaUTat<;-ai 
acppoVECJ'TaTat CT)(,EDOV-Tat<; t-taT'I']V cpBeryryOf.LEVat<;• 

I <:'' ' ' ",J,.B ' ' 35 TOVTWV 0 at f.L€11 a't' O"f"fO£ Kat CJ'tW'TrWCJ'at f.LOVat 
' ' 't: ... '!:.'\ ' \ avTat esa7TaTwvTat, at oe 7rp07rET€CJ'TaTat Kat 

aVO'I'JTOTaTat f.Llf.LOVf.L€Vat Ta<; 7rpwTa<; Bopv/3oVCJ't 
cptAOTtf.LOVJJTat l l£:\:\a<; TOtoVTOV 

evpot<; av 7r€pt TOV<; KaAOVf.LEVOV<; (}'Ocpt<rTa<; 
7rOAVV lJx:\ov evioTe CJ'VV€7TOf.L€VOV av9pw7TWV .... e I , , " , <;>, , , 
1Jt"t tWV" Kat "fVWCJ''[J OTt OV0€11 ota..,.,ep€£ CJ'O't'tCJ'T'I']<; 
ltvBpw7rO<; EUVOV')(,OV aKoAacnov. 

36 Kat &<; aKOVCJ'a<; eBavt-taCJ'€ KaTa TL TOll 
euvovxrp 7rapej3a:\ev, 1}peTo avTov. "On, 
€t7T€, TWV EVVOV')(,Wll oi aCJ'EA"fECJ''Ta'TO£ ltvope<; 
eivat epiiv TWV ryvvatKWV, Kat CJ'V"fKaBevoovuw 
auTat<; Kat EVO)(,AOVCJ't, "fL"fV€Tat o' ovoev 'TrAEOV, 
ovo' av Ta<; T€ vvna<; Kat T£t<; CTVVWCJ'tll 

37 avTat<;. Kat 7Tapa TOt<; CJ'OcptCJ'Tat<; OVV 7TO":\AOV<; 
ry'l']pauKovTa<; dt-taBeZr;, 7r"Aavwt-tevov<; ev 

ToZr; 7ro"Av KaKwv !] Tov 'OovCJ'CJ'ea c/J'I'JC1'tv 
"Ot-t?Jpo<; ev Tfi Ba"AaTT'[J, Kat 7rpoTepov elr; lfoov 
>f 2 ) ,I.. I d J ,.. ,\ I L, \ 
av Tt<; a't'tKOt'TO, WCJ'7T€p €1C€£VO<;, 1J "f€VO£TO av'l']p 

38 aryaBo<; "Aerywv T€ Kat aKOVWV. /Cat CJ'V, E7r€L7r€p OV'TW 
7TEcpv!Ca<;, e.av TVX'[J<; E'TrtCJ'Taf.LEVOV avopo<;, t/Cavrj 
CJ'oi eCJ'Tt 3 t-tia 7rpo<; To uvvtoe'iv To 7rpiiryt-ta 
/Cat TE')(,V?'JV, /Cat ovo€v en 0€rJC1''[J 7TOt!Cl:\wv 
(}'0cptC1'f.La'TWV "Aorywv· e.av oe 'TIJX'[J<; OtOaCTICa"Aov 
Tov t:.tor; ot-tt"A'I'JTov 4 lt"A"Aov TotovTov, Taxv /Cat 
CJ'acpw<; cppasoV'TO<; a DEL 7TOt€tV, OVDEV CTO£ 7T":\eov, 

1 <f"l\ OTtp.ovvT<J.I Reiske : p.tp.ovVTat. 
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trail, they mislead others by barking and behaving 
as if they knew and saw, and many, chiefly the most 
foolish, follow those dogs that bark at random, and 
of this pack those which make no outcry and keep 
silent are merely deceived themselves, but the most 
impetuous and foolish dogs, imitating the first ones, 
raise a din and strive to deceive others. Around 
the so-called sophists, likewise, you will sometimes 
find just such a great accompanying throng of 
simpletons, and you will discover that your sophist 
does not differ one whit from a lecherous eunuch." 

On hearing this, Alexander wondered what his 
reason was for likening the sophist to a eunuch and 
asked him. "Because," came the reply, "the most 
wanton eunuchs, protesting their virility and their 
passion for women, lie with them and annoy them, 
and yet nothing comes of it, not even if they stay 
with them night and day. So too in the schools of 
the sophists you will find many growing old in their 
ignorance, wandering about in their discussions far 
more helplessly than Homer says Odysseus ever did 
upon the deep, and any one of them might sooner 
find his way to Hades as that hero did than become 
a good man by talking and listening. And you, since 
you have been born with the right nature, if you 
come upon a man of understanding, will find a 
single day sufficient to get a grasp of his subject 
and art, and you will no longer have any need of 
subtle claptrap and discussions. But if you are not 
so fortunate as to have a disciple of Zeus or one 
like Zeus for your teacher to tell you forthwith and 

2 T<S added by Capps. 
a Wilamowitz suggests lO"Tat. 
4 lip.tll.'f/Tov added by Capps ; cf. § 40 infra. 
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ouoe b,v 1Ca'Ta'Tp£'o/yr.; 'TOV {3/ov arypV7rVOOV 
'TE aO"tTOOV 7raptt 'TOt<; ICaiCOOa£p.out uocptu'Ta'ir.;. 

39 'TOV'TO oe OUIC €ryw Xeryoo vvv, aXX' "Op.'T}por.; €p.ov 
7rpiJ'Tepor.;. lj ouiC gp.7retpor.; el 'Trov 'Op.1pov €7rrov; ·o 11'' 'A' '1: 11' , 'A. , " , , oe "'e5 avopor.; p.erytuTov e't'povet, on 'T}'lr£0"-
'Ta'To 'TO p.ev 1 l'Tepov 7T'OL7Jp.a 'IA.ufoa, 
7roXX4 Se 'Ti]r.; 'Oovuueiar.;. Oavp.auar.; ovv 
gcp'T}, Kat 'TT'OV otelXeKmt 7rep';, 'TOV'TOOV "Op.7]por.;; 
'E "rl. " ' M' 'I A ' ' ICE£, €'t'7J• O'TT'OV 'TOV £V(iJ l\.€"'f€£ 'TOIJ U£0<; oaptu-

40 'Tnv. "' ou 'TO oaplsetv op.tXe'iv €unv; OUICOVV 
'TOV dtO<; cp7]11tv au'TOV elvat, ffJu7rep b,v el 

lcp'T} ap' ovv V7rep ltA.Xoov aU'TOV Otet p.av-
8avovTa2 op.tXe'iv 'Tfj> 7rparyp.a'TOOV"' 'TOOV OtiCaloov 
Kat {3aut"AtKrov; €7rei 'TO£ ICal. Xerye'Tat OtiCauhaTor.; 

41 o Mivoor.; 7raVToov ryeveu8at. 'TT'aXtv Se XeryTJ 
"Oto'Tpecpe'ir.;" Tovr.; {3autXear.; "Sucp[Xour.;," 
'Tt of et Xeryetv aii'Tav"' 'TaV'T'T}V ecp'T}V 3 

8eiav 4 elvat OtoauKaXiav Kal. p.a(}7J'TEiav; lj uv 
ofet Xeryetv ahav v7ro Tov dtor.; Tov<; /3autXear.; 
Tpecpeu8at ffJu7rep v7ro 'Ti'T87Jr.; rya"AaiC'T£ Kal ofvrp 
Kat O"£Tiotr.;, aXX' OVIC aX7]8ela ; 
< I 01' \ \ « ri, "'\ I " > ,, "'\ A \ >' 

42 op.otoor.; oe Kat 't'£"'£av OVIC a"'"'7JV 'T} 'TO 'Tav'Ta 
{3ou:\eu()a£ Otavoe'iuOat, op.ovotav TtVa ovuav. 
ofl'Toor.; ryttp ICa£ 'TOt<; av8pw7rO£<; 00ICOVO"£V ol 
cpiXot 'TT'aVTOOV p.aAtO"'Ta op.ovoe'iv Kat Otacpepeu-

43 e \ 11' I A .. A \ ri, '"'\ 9 \ at 7rept p.7Joevor.;. or.; av ovv 'T'f' ut£ 't't"'or.; '[1 Kat 

1 .,.IJ Arnim : p.ev .. b. 
a p.o.vo&.voJI'Ta. Ca pps : p.a.v8dvew Te 
3 lcJnw Capps: ecJl'f/· ' eela.v added by Capps. 

1 This information is found only here. 
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clearly what your duty is, then nothing comes of 
it for you, even if you waste your whole life in 
sleepless study and fasting in the schools of the 
miserable sophists. I am not the first man to say 
this, but Homer said it before me. Or are you not 
acquainted with the Homeric poems ? " 

Now Alexander prided himself very greatly on 
knowing by heart the whole of the one poem, the 
Iliad, and much of the Odyssey likewise.1 And so he 
said in surprise, " Pray, where has Homer discoursed 
about these things?" "In the passage," came the 
reply, " where he calls Minos 2 the consort of Zeus. 
Or does not ' to consort ' mean ' to associate ' ? Well 
then, he says that he was an associate of Zeus, which 
would virtually be calling him his disciple. Now do 
you imagine that he associated with Zeus as a pupil 
with any other object than to learn justice and the 
duties of a king? For mark you, Minos is said to 
have been the most righteous man in the world. 
Once more, when he says that kings are ' nurtured 
of Zeus ' and ' dear unto Zeus,' do you think that he 
means any other nurture than the teaching and 
instruction which I called 3 divine ? Or do you 
believe that he means that kings are nourished by 
Zeus as by a nurse, on milk and wine and various 
foods, and not on knowledge and truth? And in 
the same way he means 4 that friendship also is 
nothing else than identity of wish and of purpose, 
that is, a kind of likemindedness. For this, I pre-
sume, is the view of the world too: that friends are 
most truly likeminded and are at variance in nothing. 
Can anyone, therefore, who is a friend of Zeus and is 

s Odyssey 19. 178-9. 8 In§ 29. 
' That is, when he speaks of kiugs as "dear unto Zeus." 
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OJ.I-OVOV 7rp0<; Jl€etvov, la-B' l57rro<; a0ii€OU T£V0<; 
7rparyJJ-aTO<; 7TOV7Jpov Tt !€at ala-xpov 

auTO oe -roii'To Eat/€€ 07JAOVV /eat 
l5-rav E"fi€WJJ-lasroll Ttlla A.eryy 'TWII 7TOt-

44 JJ-EIIa A.aw11. -rov ryap 7TOtJJ-ellor; ov" liA.A.o n 
" . , ' , \ ,/.. "'\ ' epryo11 7J 7rpovota /eat rrro-r7J pta 't' v "'a"'YJ 7r po-

ovx 1 &a--re "a-ral€o7r-retll, ov Ji-a Ll[a, !€at 
a-cf>a-r-retll "a£ Upew. "at-rot e11lo-re 7roA.A.a 7rpo-
f3a-ra eA.av11et JJ-aryetpor; wr; 2 wii'IJG"aJJ-elloc;;· aA.A.d, 
7rA.e'irr-roll otacpepet -re Kat 

i5 a-xeoo11 l5a-oll -re !€at -rvpa1111£c;;. ou ryovv 
- , !: , " ,, e • "" , ,, t=.epr:,'YJ'> /eat a11ro €11 €/€ 7J"-avvo11 
7roA.v11 lJxA.oll IIepa-w11 -re !€at "al. 
Kat Kat Alryv7T-rlroll oevpo elr; 
'EA.A.aoa a7roA.oVJJ-€11011, 7ro-repo11 
JJ-aryetptKOII E7rpanoll epryoll A.e[all JA.aviiOV'T€<; 
KaTaK07T7JG"O Ji-EII'YJV ; 

46 Kal. 0 'AA.€ga110po<;, '$o[, Ecp1], w<; EOlK€11, ov 
OOK€t eillat ovoe 0 JJ-E"fa<; Kat 
o Llwryeii1J'> JJ-etouia-ar;, Ov JJ-aA.A.o11, e'i7rell, 6J 
'AA.€ga11ope, o G"JJ-tKpor; oanuA.or;. Ovo' lipa 

' I ''...J... "\.I ' "' f Q \ eryro, e't'1J• Ka-ra"'ua-a<; eKewoll t:-teryar; "'aa-tA.evr; 
erroJJ-at ; Ov -rov-rou rye l11eKa, el7rell o !::uoryEII1J<;. 

47 ovoe ryd,p 'TWV 7Ta[Oroll 0 O'Tall 7ralsrorrtll, 
w<; av-ro[ cpaa-t, -rep lJII'Tl Jrrnll. 
o£ }'EV'TOl 7rat0€<; fa-aa-tll 3 OTt o ll€1'tKT)K6J<; Kal. 

1 obx added by Emperius. 2 &s Capps: •Ts. 
3 fcracrtv Emperius: tpacrw. 

1 A shepherd may drive a flock to be butchered, just as a 
king may drive an army to its ruin; but the one is not a true 
shepherd but a butcher, and the other is not a true king but 
a tyrant. 
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likeminded with him by any possibility conceive 
any nnrighteous desire or design what is wicked 
and disgraceful? Homer seems to answer this very 
question clearly also when in commending some king 
he calls him a ' shepherd of peoples.' For the 
shepherd's business is simply to oversee, guard, and 
protect flocks, not, by heavens, to slaughter, butcher, 
and skin them. It is true that at times a shepherd, 
like a butcher, buys and drives off many sheep; 1 but 
there is a world of difference between the functions 
of butcher and shepherd, practically the same as 
between monarchy and tyranny. For instance, when 
Xerxes 2 and Darius 3 marched down from Susa 4 

driving a mighty host of Persians, Medes, Sacae,li 
Arabs, and Egyptians into our land of Greece to 
their destruction, were they functioning as kings or 
as butchers in driving this booty for future 
slaughter? " 

And Alexander said : " Apparently you do not 
hold even the Great King to be a king, do you?" 
And Diogenes with a smile replied, " No more, 
Alexander, than I do my little finger." " But shall I 
not be a great king," Alexander asked, " when once I 
have overthrown him? " " Yes, but not for that 
reason," replied Diogenes ; "for not even when boys 
play the game to which the boys themselves give 
the name ' kings ' is the winner really a king. The 
boys, anyhow, know that the winner who has the 

• King of Persia, son of Darius and Atossa, invaded Greece 
in 480 B.o. and was defeated in the battle of Salamis. 

3 King of Persia, invaded Greece in 490 B.O. and was 
defeated at Marathon. 

' Winter residence of Persian kings. 
5 One of the most powerful and warlike of the nomadic 

Scythian tribes. They lived on the steppes of Central Asia. 
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" ' fJ " \ ' " , • "-€"fOfL€VO<; arrt/\-€U<; 17/CV'TO'TOJLOV VLO<; €!7'TlV 'YJ , , ""' e , , , , ,.. , 
'T€/C'TOVO<;--tca£ 0€£ JLaV aV€lV aU'TOV T'YJV TOV 7r0TpO<; 
'TEXV'YJV' 0 o€ lmoopa<; 7ralset JL€B' E'Tepwv, tcat TOT€ 

48 JLdXta-'Ta or€Tat !77rOVOas€tv-€via'T€ 8€ /Cat OovXo<; 
tcaTaXt7rWV TOV 0€!77rO'T'YJV.1 ra-w<; ovv tcat VJL€L<; 
'Tatov'Tov Tt 7rot€LT€, etcaTepo<; VJLWV 7ra'ioa<; gxovT€<; 

' ' ' II' ' ' 'TOV<; !7VfL't'l"-OV€l/COVVTa<;, 0 fL€V epa-a<; tca£ 'TOV<; 
aii.Xov<; 'TO V<; tcaTa , Aa-lav, a-v o€ MaK€06va<; 
'T€ Kat TOV<; aXA.ou<; "EXA.7]Va<;. Kat &rnrep EK€LVO£ 
'Tfj a-cpaipq, a-'Toxasovmt o o€ 7rXrJ'Y€t<; 

Kat a-v vvv D..ap€iov a-Toxasv Kat a-ov 
EKe'ivo<;, Kat 'Tvxov ltv T€ tcat €tc/3ail.ot<; 
avToV' E7rta-Ko7riOT€po<; ryap e'lvai fLOt Dotce'i<;. 

49 €7reLTa ol fLET' €KE£vov 7rp6Tepov OvTef) fL€Ta aoV 
ga-ov'Tat tcat u7ToKu'frova-t, tca£ a-v 
/3aa-tXeV<; a7TaVTwv. ' 

'0 ovv 7raXw €Xv7r€'iTo Kat 
ovo€ ryap siJv €fJouXe'To, el /3aa-tXeV<; 

e't7J 'Ti]<; Eupw7r7J'> Kat Tf}<; 'Aa-iar; Kat Ti)<; At/3u'YJ<; 
tcat er 7rOU 'TL<; E!7'Tt vf}a-o<; EV Tip 'fiKeavij> K€LJLEV7J. 

50 €mm6vBet ryap TovvavTlov cp7Ja-tv "0 fL7Jpo<; 'TOv 
'A ""' ' 8' ' ' ' X'"'"'ea veKpov 7T€7rOV evat. €K€tvo<; JL€V ryap 
€Xeyev l5n swv /3ouXotTO 87]'T€Uetv 

avDpt 7Tap' ([> fJ£oTo<; 7rOXu<; €t7], 
7Taa-w V€K'U€!7!7t KaTacpBtfLEVOL!7lV avaa-a-etv. 

o o€ ootce'i fLOt i:.Xea-Bat /iv tcat 'Tau 
'TpiTOV fLEpov<; 'TWV V€Kpwv apxew a7ToBavwv 
s·fiv 'TOV a7raVTa xpovov Beo<; "f€VOJL€VO<; JLOVOV, el 

1 Wilamowitz proposed to delete &lore ••• liea1TOT7JV, 
wrongly. 
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title of ' king ' is only the son of a shoemaker or a 
carpenter-and he ought to be learning his father's 
trade, but he has played truant and is now playing 
with the other boys, and he fancies that now of all 
times he is engaged in a serious business-and 
sometimes the ' king ' is even a slave who has 
deserted his master. Now perhaps you kings are 
also doing something like that : each of you has 
playmates-the eager followers on his side-he his 
Persians and the other peoples of Asia, and you 
your Macedonians and the other Greeks. And just 
as those boys try to hit one another with the ball, 
and the one who is hit loses, so you now are aiming at 
Darius and he at you, and perhaps you may hit him 
and put him out ; for I think you are the better shot. 
Then, those who were on his side at first will be on 
yours and will do you obeisance, and you will be 
styled king over all." 

Now Alexander was again hurt and vexed, for he 
did not care to live at all unless he might be king of 
Europe, Asia, Libya, and of any islands which might 
lie in the ocean. His state of mind, you see, was the 
opposite of what Homer says was that of Achilles' 
ghost. For that hero said that he preferred to live 
in bondage to 

" Some man of mean estate, who makes scant 
cheer, 

Rather than reign o'er all who have gone down 
To death." 1 

But Alexander, I doubt not, would have chosen to 
die and govern even a third part of the dead rather 
than become merely a god and live for ever-unless, 

l Odyssey 11. 490 f. 
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51 /3at:rt"X.eV<; ryevotTO TWV lt"X.A.(J)V Oewv. t-dwov o' 
t(]'(J)<; ov" c1v 1nrepe'ioe TOU Ato<;, OTt /3autA.ea 
"a"X.ouutv avTov oi ltvO pwrrot. oOev "al €"6A.al;ev 
auTOV 0 Awyev'YJ<; 7TUVTa TP07TOV. 

"E<f>'YJ ovv, "'0 Atoryeve<;, uv J.tEV J.tOl 1ra£l;ew 
oo"e'ic;· €ry6J oe /iv Aape'iov eA.(J) "al ifn TOV 'Ivowv 
{3autA.ea, ovoev j.t€ "(J)A.vet TWV wri>7TOT€ {3aut"X.E(J)V 
J.terytuTov eivat. TL ryap EJ.tOL A.om6v €un 
uavn Ba{3vA.wvo<; "a£ Iovu(J)v "a£ 'E"{3anXV(J)V 

52 "a£ TWV €v 'Ivoo'i<; 7Tparyj.taT(J)V; "at &,., opwv 
avTOV <f>A.eryof-£€VOV V'TT"O Tfj<; </>tA.OTlj.tla<; "a"e'i TV 
'frvxv oA.ov T€Taj.tEVOV "a£ <f>epoj.tevov, WG'7T€p ai 
ryepavot, 07TO£ /iv a7rOT€LVauat eaVTU<; 

53 ' 'A' " , , "'' "t: ",J.. " ' , "' ' 7TETOVTat, "'"' ovoev e5et<;, E't''YJ• 7ri'-EOV ovoevoc; 
, t'' ... , Q "\ , 'A...' 't , , 

OVO€ T'f' OVTt fJaG'ti'-€VU€t<; a't' 'YJ'> EX,€£<; TaVT'YJ<; 
Otavo£ar:;, ovoe liv V7T€pa"X.A.oj.tevor:; TO €v Ba{3v"X.wvt 
Te'ixor:; oih(J)r:; eA.y<; wo"X.tv, aA.A.a OtopVTT(J)V 
"t: e ' , , , , <:-, , , , , 
Es(J) €V "at V7TOpVTT(J)V, Oj.t0£(J)<; 0€ "a£ TO €V ..:;.,OV-
(]'0£<; "a£ TO €v Ba"TPO£'>, ovo' liv Kupov f-£lf-£7]G'(L-
f-£€VO<; "aTa Tov woTat-tov elupvfi<> W(J'7Tep i5opo<;,l 
ovo' liv eTepav wpou"X.af]y<; f..t€Ll;(J) Tfj'> , Au[ac; 
?}wetpov, Tov 'il"eavov otav7JgaJ.tevor:;.2 

1 obii' ttv • • • /Jiipos occurs in MSS. after ; 
transferred to this position by Capps. 

2 After the MSS. have § 54 : 1) trlt Toh &il.eiC· 
Tpv&vas ob «al\e'is v&Oovs, o1 &v ibutv O.Pop.olwv; ob p.El(wv uot 
00/CEt iita<j>opi'x. Oeov 1Tp0S -yvva'iiCa 1) -yevva.fov &il.eiC'Tpv&vos; 
el 0011 -yl-yovas olhws tcaO&.,.ep <j>atrf, tcal <TV v60os ttv et11s C,u,.ep 

TvxOv Kal p.axtp.dJTaTos -riiJv Ot?t TaV-
'T'IJV T'IJV voOelav.-" Or do you not call a cock a mongrel when 
it is from two different breeds ? And do you not consider 
the inequality between a god and a mortal woman greater 
than it is in the case of a thoroughbred cock ? Therefore, 
if your origin is as it is said to be, you too would be as much 
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of course, he became king over the other gods. 
Perhaps, too, Zeus is the only one for whom he 
would have shown no contempt, and that because 
men call him king. This is the reason why Diogenes 
was bent on reproving him thoroughly. 

The king replied, " Diogenes, you seem to be 
joking. If I capture Darius and the king of the 
Indians to boot, there will be nothing to prevent my 
being the greatest king that ever lived. For what is 
left for me when I have once become master of Baby-
Ion, Sus a, Ecbatana, and the Empire of the Indies? " 
And the other, observing that he was aflame with am-
bition and that with all his heart he was being borne 
at full stretch in that direction, just as the cranes 
when flying stretch themselves out in whatever 
direction they are speeding, exclaimed, "Nay, in 
the state of mind in which you are, you will have 
not one whit more than anyone else, nor will you 
really be a king, no, not even if you leap over the 
walls of Babylon and capture the city in that way, 
instead of breaking through the walls from without 
or sapping them from beneath, nor even if you 
imitate Cyrus and glide in like a water-snake by 
the river-route,l and in the same way get inside the 
walls of Susa and Bactra, no, not even though 
you swim across the ocean and annex another 
continent greater than Asia." 

1 Cyrus, the founder of the Persian empire, who took 
Babylon in 583 B.o., was said to have used this ruse, but the 
story is now discredited. See Herodotus 1. 191. 

a. mongrel as a cock in the same case. Perhaps, too, you will 
turn out to be the greatest fighter in the world, thanks to 
this mixture." These words Gee! puts after§ 19. 
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K I t " "'> ' ' at 'Ttr;, €£71"€11, €Tt f.LDt KaTa"'€t71"€Tat 7rOA€f.LtOr;,l 
)\ 1'1"\. ' 1' CO 1 1 

Ea11 €"-(1) 'TOUTOUr; €£71"011 ," 7ra11Tro11, ecpTJ, 

ouup,axwTaTor;, ou 1rEputl;ro11, ou p,YJU,ro 11 2 7 fj 
rl, 8' ., A ' \ t ' 't'ro11v, Ka a7r€p otp,at aA.A.a p,atccoo11t(ro11 

, ,.,. ... ly , • • I e 
T€ Kat e"'"-7J11t.,ro11. Kat or; eTapax TJ TE Kat 
, I I ' I , M 

7J"fro11tacre f.L7J n11a e7rtu'TatTo e11 aKeoo11iq, f; f.11 

55 

Tfj 'EA.A.aot 1rapauKwa'ap,wo11 1ro"A.ep,Tjuo11Ta 
56 \ " T' 'l' ' ' , \ I Kat 7]p€TO, OVTor; f!UTt11 7rOA€p,tor; E11 Tfj 

'E"' " • M I "' , ,, rl, • I • 
"'"'aot 7J aKED011tCf; ,.;;,u, €'t'7J• 7ra11Tro11 
'"\. I ,, "E ,, 

p,a"'tuTa rytry11roCTKEtv ; 71"EtTa, ecpt], OVK 
' > I >-,. "\ \ 1,1, n I I .. 

epetr; auTo11, a"'"'a Kpuyetr;; a"A.at ryap, Et7r€11, 
"\. I \ t' \ J ) I tl \ r ""' 1 
"'eryro, uu oe ouK aKouetr; on uu aunp p,a"A.tcrTa 
:# e 1' \ "'\. I I <I\ 'i' \ 
ex tCTTor; Et Kat 71"01\.Ef.LtWTaTor; f.LEXpt a11 V'> KaKor; 

\ ' I \ 1' "rl-. ' \ r \ l\ \ flat a1107JTO), Kat OUTO<;, €'t'7J> EUT£11 a11ryp 011 UU 

57 U"f110El8 ci>r; OUOE11a l.iXXo11. ouoelr; ryd.p TWV 
',A.. I \ ""' ) I t f ) \ 

, a't'po11ro11 flat -rro11rypw11 E7rtuTaTat eauTo11. ou 'Yap 

lt11 TOVTo 1rpono11 7rpoue'TaTTe11 o 'A-rraXA.ro11 
58 :\_ I t I ""' t I A ) \ 

xa €7r(J)TaT011 €1€aUTCtJ1 "f11W11at EaUT011, 7J OU T7J11 

acppOUV117]11 f.LE"fLUT7]11 Kat 'TEA€(1)TtLTt)11 1racrw11 
I \ Q"\ I(.J ,., )/ \ \ )/ 

110U011 KaL TOt<; EXOUUt !€at T011 acpp011a 
>I <;, t \ t f.J"\ {.J I • 1 \ 
avopa auT011 aunp t-J"-atJepwraT011 ; 7J ou T011 

j3A.a{3epwTaTo11 E!Caunp !Cat 1r Xe£uTro11 ICaKw11 

arno11, 'TOUT011 llx8tUT011 !Cat 7T"OAep,twTaT011 E!Ceivro 

op,o"A.orye/s etvat ; 7rpo<; TaVTa xa"A.e7rat11€ !Cdt 
59 'S "A.. , , , e , , "' , 

7r7J a, f!'t'7J• Kat p,tapwTaT011 a11 pw1rro11 ep,e 11op,t'€ 
\ "\ \ " . \ "'' "'' Kat "'OLoopet 7rpo<; a7ra11Tar;, ea11 oe uot oofv TW s I I r ' I '- ', 4 

opanrp ota7repo117JUOV" ror; aKoucrv 1rapa p,o11ou 

l wo'AlJI.toS Reiske : w&A<JI.OJ, 
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" And what enemy have I still left," said he," if I 
capture those peoples I have mentioned ? " " The 
most difficult of all to conquer," he answered," one 
who does not speak Persian or Median as Darius does, 
I presume, but Macedonian and Greek." At this 
Alexander was troubled and sore distressed for fear the 
other knew of someone in Macedonia or Greece who 
was preparing to make war on him, and asked, " Who 
is this enemy of mine in Greece or Macedonia ? " 
"Why, do you not know," said he, "you who 
think that you know more than anyone else ? " 
" In that case will you please tell me? " he asked; 
"do not conceal it." "I have been trying to tell 
you for a long time, but you do not hear that you are 
yourself your own bitterest foe and adversary as long 

you are bad and foolish. And this is the man of 
whom you are more ignorant than of any other person. 
For no foolish and evil man knows himself; else 
Apollo would not have given as the first command-
ment, ' Know thyself! ' 1 regarding it as the most 
difficult thing for every man. Or do you not think 
that folly is the greatest and most serious of all 
ailments and a blight to those that have it, and that 
a foolish man is his own greatest bane ? Or do you 
not admit that he who is most harmful to a man 
and causes him the most ills is that man's greatest 
foe and adversary? In view of what I say rage and 
prance about," said he," and think me the greatest 
blackguard and slander me to the world and, if it be 
your pleasure, run me through with your spear; for 

1 The first of three inscriptions known to have been upon 
the temple of Apollo at Delphi. 

s p.71 li£(wv Herwerden : 
1 95 
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avBpomwv Ef.LOV Ta"A.ry()f} 7rap' ovoevos- &A.A.ov 
avf:Jp I 1{) I ' > , av p.a 7TaVTES' 'Yap E£Ut xe/povs-
Ef.LOV Kat ave"AwBepw'Tepot. 

T 'I'\ "' ' A I av'Ta 0€ €1\E"fEV 0 UlO"fEVTJS', 7rap' OVOEV f.LEV 
el Kai n 7Te£ueTat, 7TA.hv ua"'ws- rve 

\ t1 't'o\ , , 1 'fJ I 
€toWS' O'Tt OVOEV €UOt'TO, 7]7r£U'Ta'TO "fap TOV 

60 

, AA.e'qavopov oov"Aov OVTa Ti}S' oofTJs- Kat ovOe7rO'T' 
61 -A f , ' ' , 1 UV ap.apTOVTa 7rept €1C€WIJV. eA..TJ OVV aVTOV o' , , a , 't' 

f'TJ € 'TO U7Jf.L€£0V TO fJaUtAliCOV exetv. 0 
AA.e'qavopos- Bavp.auas-, OvK &pn €A.erve" e"''Yl 
tl J too\ {\ ""' 1 I ,, 
OTt ovoev oet U7Jp.etwv Tw /3autA.e'i • Nat 11.a 
D." • "1: () ' ' r 

£ • €£7rE, 'TWV rye EsW EV OtOV napas- Kat 7r0p-
,l.. I I \ 't' I J 't'vpas-· 'TOVTWV ryap ovoev €UTlV ocpe"Aos-· TO o€ f/C 

62 Tf}S' cpuuews- au'Tij> Oe'i 7rpoue'ivat 7TIXVTWV ll.aA.tU'Ta 
K \ I ,.. I J "rJ.. f J 1 I" • 

at n TOVTo eu'Ttv, e't'7J o AA.e'qavopos- • ''0 Kat 
""' "\. "" "t t'-' d 1"1 {.) ,.. 1 ) 'TWV f.L€1\tTTWV, 'fl 0 OS', TW fJaUtAEt 7rpOU€U'Ttv :, 
J ) I t1 J \ Q \ J • "I 

OVIC UICTJICOaS' OTt I!U'Tt fJaUtAEVS' €V TUtS' p.eA{'TTats-
,1, I I J J 1 

't'VUEt "fl"fVOJLEVOS', OVK €/C "f€VOVS' 'TOV'TO exwv 
tl f ... ,./.. ,,.,, "H I wu7rep vp.ets- 't'are, a't' . paK"Aeovs- ov'Tes- • T£ 

" .... , , ., f , ' ' ovv Touro eunv, Et7Tev o AA.ef:avopos- To u,-
63 " 0' J I '9 S, ) "I 

JLEtoV; VK aiC7JKOas-, E£7re, TWV ryewp"fWV l5n "·DV"' 
J I f' /"\. )I I I "/ 

EIC€LV7] 7] f.L€1\tT'Ta avev ICEVTpov €ur£v, WS' ovoev 
, "", " ... ' '"I ,07TI\OV 7rp0S' j OVOep.{a ryap 

aUT'[/ TWV UAAWV f.L€AlTT(J)V 7r€pt 
(3 ... , , ""' , T'flS' ovoe p.aX7JU€Tat TOVTO €xouu"' ' 81 11' ' ' ,,. UV E fJ-0£ 00/C€£S' OV f.LOVOV 7TEpt7raTELV UAAa 

64 B '0 ' ... rl ' ' /Ca ev etv ev TOtS' 07r Aots-. OVIC oluBa, e"'ry, l5Tt 
A..(3 I'''()' tl )I 'f' 't'O OVJLEVOV EUTtV av pw7rOV 07TAa exetv; A..or.>ou-

0' J t' I ' " ) t' \ I 'f' f-.1 p.evos- e ovoe7rOT av ovoets- ryevot'To (3autA.eus-
ov p.fl"AA.ov I] oov"Aos-. a/Couuas- o€ o AA.e'qavopo; 
o"A.£"fOV EIC Ti}S' xetpos- acpi}Ke TO Oopanov. 

1 tKel•'ll• Geel: lKetvov, 
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I am the only man from whom you will get the 
truth, and you will learn it from no one else. For 
all are less honest than I and more servile." 

Thus spoke Diogenes, counting it as nothing that 
he might be chastised, yet quite convinced that 
nothing would happen. For he knew that Alexander 
was a slave of glory and would never make a bad move 
where it was at stake. So he went on to tell the 
king that he did not even possess the badge of 
royalty. And Alexander said in amazement," Did you 
not just declare that the king needs no badges ? " 
"No indeed," he replied; " I grant that he has no 
need of outward badges such as tiaras and purple 
raiment-such things are of no use-but the badge 
which nature gives is absolutely indispensable." 
" And what badge is that? "said Alexander. " It is 
the badge of the bees," he replied," that the king 
wears. Have you not heard that there is a king 
among the bees, made so by nature, who does 
not hold office by virtue of what you people who 
trace your descent from Heracles call inherit-
ance? " " What is this badge? "inquired Alexander. 
"Have you not heard farmers say," asked the other, 
" that this is the only bee that has no sting, since he 
requires no weapon against anyone? For no other 
bee will challenge his right to be king or fight him when 
he has this badge. I have an idea, however, that you 
not only go about fully armed but even sleep that 
way. Do you not know," he continued, "that it 
is a sign of fear in a man for him to carry arms ? 
And no man who is afraid would ever have a chance 
to become king any more than a slave would." At 
these words Alexander came near hurling his 
spear. 
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With these words Diogenes strove to encourage 
him to put his trust in well-doing and devotion to 
righteousness and not in arms. 

" But you," he continued, "also carry in your 
soul a keen-whetted temper, a goad difficult to 
restrain, as we see, and compelling. Will you not 
throw off this armour which you now wear, don 
a worker's tunic,! and serve your betters, instead 
of going about wearing a ridiculous diadem? And 
perhaps before long you will grow a comb or tiara 
as cocks do? Have you never heard about the 
Sacian feast 2 held by the Persians, against whom you 
are now preparing to take the field? " And 
Alexander at once asked him what it was like, for he 
wished to know all about the Persians. " Well, they 
take one of their prisoners," he explained, " who has 
been condemned to death, set him upon the king's 
throne, give him the royal apparel, and permit him 
to give orders, to drink and carouse, and to dally 
with the royal concubines during those days, and no 
one prevents his doing anything he pleases. But 
after that they strip and scourge him and then hang 
him. Now what do you suppose this is meant to 
signify and what is the purpose of this Persian 
custom? Is it not intended to show that foolish and 
wicked men frequently acquire this royal power and 
title and then after a season of wanton insolence 
come to a most shameful and wretched end? And so, 
when the fellow is freed from his chains, the chances 

1 Short tunic open on right side; worn by slaves and artizans. 
2 Strabo (C. 512. 5) gives a different account of this feast. 

He says it was celebrated by the Persians with carousing in 
memory of a victory by Cyrus over the Sacae (called :=eaKo.lo< in 
Strabo 512 ff.). On the custom see Frazer, Golden Bough, 
p. 24). 
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\ \ ' I \ )/ ""' I TOV f.L€V aVO'Y}TOV Kat a'lretpov TOU 7rparyJLaTO<; 
X I \ 'J.': t \ , \ ""' atpetv Kat JLaKapt<:,etv eauTov €7r£ Tat<; rytryvo-

1 , '<;:,' e , , f.Levot<;, TOV ve etuoTa ovupe!I at Kat f.L'YJ €8€A.etv , , ... e , ' etCoVTa IIUVatCo"'ou etv, aXXa p.fiXA.ov, WII7rep 
70 '9' I ' "" \ '9 I etxe, p.evetv ev Tat<; 7revat<;. f.L'YJ ouv 7rpoTepov, 

.. , Q"\.1 J I \'lt 

w 7rptv '!" 
T€W<; ue, €'t''YJ• Kp€tT'TOV f.L'Y}O€V 7rp01I'Ta'T'T€£V, aA.:\tt 
f.LOVOV au'TOV Oup8€pav lxov'Ta. 
, ei/J1J, ;'€A€tl€t<; TOV 

ai/J HpatCXeour; ryeryovoTa tCa£ TWV 
71 ' , \ M Q I tCat , t-Ja!ItA.ea; IIavu rye, 

et7rev, WII7rep o 7rporyovor; IIol:or;, e1>'YJ, 7rpo-
ryovor;; 'Apxf.A.aor;. ij ovK al7roXor; o 'Ap-

'A. • ... e · M .;:, ' xe ao<; OUO€ 'TJ"- €V €£<; aiC€UOV£aV atrya<; EAaU-
v"'V • , € .... ' ' , ,/... I ... -11 , " O'T pov ouv auTov ev 7rop't'upa JLaXXov 1J 
ev OtljJ8€pq. oret 'TOVTO 'TTOt€tV; /Cat 0 fAxf.gavOpo<; 
· 'e ' · '"' ' "A.. T' ' , avet 1] 'Te Kat erye"'a!Ie tCat e't''YJ• a 7r€pt 70v 

72 X , .. A , ... I ' P'TJIIJLOV, w "'eryet<;; o oe II'Tpu.-kviJ 
, IT'"' .,. ' , 'f-1, np 7rpo1Iw7rrp, owv, et'lre, XP'YJIIJLov; ouK oloa 

, - A' d , '"'\. " t: , I erywrye 7r 'Y}V O'Tt at'lro"'or; YJV o ApxeA.aor;. 
aA.X' &v a7raXXaryfir; TOV 'TVI/Jou Kat 'TWV vvv 
7(' I )f Q "\. I ) I I paryjLa'TWV, €1I'!J f-Ja!Iti\.€U<;, ou Xoryw TUXOV 
'A."\., , ' , ' ' ' , a "- epryrp• ICa£ Kpa'TTJII€t<; OU f.LOVOV 'TWV avOpwv 
't I )"\. "\. \ \ ""' "" tl 't a7rav'Twv, a"'"'a tCa£ 'TWV ryuvatKwv, WII7rep 0 

73 'H ' " 1 A.. ' , pa""-1J'>• ov !IOU 't'Tl'> 7rporyovov etvat. tCat l5r;, 
IIo£wv, ei/JTJ, ryuvatiCWV; iJ ofjA.ov, lfjJ'Y], l5Tt 'TWV 

Xf.ryetr;; 'AXX' etCelvwv, 1] o' l5r;, 
1J"v ' , ' ' ' Kpa'T1J!Iat xa"-€'1TOV' €T€pou O€ 'TtvO<; "f€VOU<;, 

1 ttou Reiske: 

1 According to Hyginus (Fabulr: 219), Archelaus, a reputed 
ancestor of Alexander, after casting the treacherous CiSseus, 
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are, if he is a fool and ignorant of the significance of 
the procedure, that he feels glad and congratulates 
himself on what is taking place ; but if he under-
stands, he probably breaks out into wailing and 
refuses to go along without protesting, but would 
rather remain in fetters just as he was. Therefore, 
0 perverse man, do not attempt to be king before 
you have attained to wisdom. And in the mean-
time," he added, "it is better not to give orders to 
others but to live in solitude, clothed in a sheepskin." 

"You," he objected," do you bid me, Alexander, 
of the stock of Heracles, to don a sheepskin-me, 
the leader of the Greeks and king of the Mace-
donians?" "Surely," he replied, "just as your 
ancestor did." " What ancestor? " he asked. 
" Archelaus.l Was not Archelaus a goatherd and 
did he not come into Macedonia driving goats ? 
Now do you think he did this clad in purple rather 
than in a sheepskin? " And Alexander calmed 
down, laughed, and said, " Do you refer to the story 
about the oracle,2 Diogenes? " The other puckered 
his face and said, " Oracle indeed! All I know is that 
Archelaus was a goatherd. But if you will drop your 
conceit and your present occupations, you will be a 
king, not in word maybe, but in reality; and you will 
prevail over all women as well as all men, as did 
Heracles, whom you claim as an ancestor of yours." 
Alexander said, " Women indeed ! Or am I to under-
stand that you refer to the Amazons?" "Nay, it 
was no hard matter to overcome them," he replied. 
" I refer to women of another kind, who are extremely 

Macedonian king, into the pit prepared for himself, followed 
a goat by Apollo's direction and founded the city of Aegae in 
Macedonia. 

2 The story of the oracle bidding Archelaus follow the goat. 
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Oetvov Kat aryp£ov 7ravreA.wc;. OUK 
' A Q ' , " · · ' TOV lt-JVKOV f-W OV; Kat O<; OVK €'t'1J aK1JKO€Vat. 

74 Ott]ryel:ro t-tera ravra 7rpo8vf.Lw<; Kat 
f3ovA.6t-tevoc; a1nov 7rapat-tvB1(Ta(TBat, Ka8a7rep a£ 
r£r8at Ta 7rat0ia, E7Tetoav aural:<; 7rA-1]ryd,c; Et-£-
f3a;\(J)(Tt, 7rapaf-£V8ovt-tevat Kat t-tDBov 
auTo'ic; V(TT€pov Ot'l]ryr)(TaVTO. 

75 Ev r(TBt, ecp1J, 6n ou 7rp6TEpov e(Tv f3arnA.evc; 
7rptv tiv [;\a(Tv TOV aurov oaft-tova Kat Bepa7T€V(Ta<; 
6Jc; Set: apxtK6v T€ Kat JA.evBeptov Kat 
f3a(TtA.tK6v, aA.A.a f-£rJ, W<; vvv exet<;, SovA.ov Kab 

76 aveA.eVBepov Kat 7T"OV1]p6v. €vrav8a 0 'AA.€-
EK7Te7T"A1J"ff.LEVO<; TOV av8pw7rOV TO lw-

ope'iov Kat TO aDee<;, VOf-££(Ta<; 7rA-eov n TWV aA.A.wv 
E7ri(TTa(T8at auT6v, 7TaVTODa7ro<; t'Kerevwv 
cp8ovfwat f-£1]'Mva rp67roV, aA.A.a cppa(Tat r£c; E(TTLV 
0 Sait-twv auTOV Kat 'TT"W<; [;\a(Ta(TBat aur6v. 

ryap lJVOf-£U Tt aKOV(T€(T8at Oa£f-£OVO<; Kab 
Bv(Ttac; nva<; Ka8apf-£OV<; ol'lc; oet: E7rtTeA.€(Tat. 

77 KaTtOWV OVV avrov o f1toryeV1)<; re8opvf31Jf.LEVOV 
Kal, (Tcp6opa ri] 'lrvxf7 t-terewpov, Kat 
7repte'iA.KeV, et 'TT"W<; ovvatTO KtV'I)Bet<; cl7TO TOV 

78 TVc/JOV l€at Ti]<; f-£lKp6v Tt avavi]yat. Kat 
ryap y(T8avero avTov vvv f-£EV vvv 
o' A. ' ' ' ' ' .r. ' e, ';!7T,?Vf-£evov :v TCfl ,, avrcp ,'1' VX1J}.' 
avrov wcptTov OV(Tav, W(T7rep rov aepa ev rat<; 
rpo7Ta'i<;, dTaV EK TOV avTOV vf.cpovc; V'{} Te Kab 
A.af-£7T"TJ 0 (TVViet o€ 6n Kat TOV rplmov 

,.I.. ' , ? "\ ' \ , \ KaTe't'povet ev cp 7rpoc; avTov, aTe 

1 Told by Dio in the " Fifth Discourse." 
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dangerous and savage. Have you not heard the 
Libyan myth? " 1 And the king replied that he 
had not. Then Diogenes told it to him with zest 
and charm, because he wanted to put him in a good 
humour, just as nurses, after giving the children a 
whipping, tell them a story to comfort and please 
them. 

"Be assured," he continued," that you will never 
be king until you have propitiated your attendant 
spirit 2 and, by treating it as you should, have made 
it commanding, free-spirited and kingly, instead of, as 
in your present state, slavish, illiberal, and vicious." 
Then was Alexander amazed at the courage and 
fearlessness of the man; yet deeming him to have 
greater knowledge than other men, he urgently 
besought him not to say him nay but to explain 
what his attendant spirit was and how he must 
propitiate it. For he assumed that he would hear 
some deity's name and of certain sacrifices or 
purifications that he would have to perform. So 
when Diogenes perceived that he was greatly excited 
and quite keyed up in mind with expectancy, he 
toyed with him and pulled him about in the hope 
that somehow he might be moved from his pride and 
thirst for glory and be able to sober up a little. For 
he noticed that at one moment he was delighted, and 
at another grieved, at the same thing, and that his 
soul was as unsettled as the weather at the solstices 
when both rain and sunshine come from the very same 
cloud. He realized, too, that Alexander despised 
the way in which he argued with him, due to the 

2 The popular idea was of an indwelling spirit or by 
which a man was possessed or controlled. Herachtus, fr. 
119 (Diels), claims that character is each man's genius. 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

, ' ,. , , , , ' OV0€7T'OTE a"1J"OW<; Of!tVOV l\.€"f€£V avopor;, a/\1\,a 
TOV<; TWV uocpunwv 8avJ-taswv Xoryovr; 6>r; v'fnl-

79 Xovr; T€ "a), ft€"faAo7rp€7rf!'ir;. f]ovXoJ-tf!Vor; ovv 
, 8 , " , ... " , xaptuau at aVT!p, aj-ta T€ €7T'£0€£c;;a£ 07'£ OV" 

aovvaTo<; Junv iJu7r€p t'TT''TT'OV f!Uj-ta8;, "a), 'TT'€£-
8 , " , 1:' ' ,.. , 

Oj-tf!VOV, OTaV aVT!p 00"'[/• TOV 1\.0"fOV €7rapat, 
AE"f€£ 7rpor; ahov oihwr; 7r€pl Catj-tOVOJV, lht ou" 

• ' "t: 8 • 8 • • ' , etutv f!c;;ro f!V TWV av pw7rrov o£ 'TT'OV'I}po£ "a£ 
arya8o), Oa{j-tOV€<;, ot Tar; UVj-tcpopar; "a), Tit<; 

80 euTvxlar; cpepovTf!<; auTo'ir;, 0 OE tOtO<; e"aG'TOV 
,.. I ' f ,.. )f ' I VOV<;, OVTO<; €UT£ oa£j-tOJV TOV EXOVTO<; avopor;, 

• 8' ' • "' ' ' • 8 , arya or; J-tf!V o TOV .,-poV£ftOV "a£ arya ov oatj-trov, 
\ f ,.. ,.. f I to-\ J '8 7T'OV1]por; oe o TOV 7T'OV1]pov, rouavTror; of! f!Af!V €por; 

ftEV o Tov e'Af!v8€pov, cov/\or; oe o Tov cov/\ov, 
"a), f]autXt"or; ftEV o Tov f]aut/\t"ov "al j-terya-
1\, '"' ' I:'\ • ' ' o.,-povor;, Ta7T'f!tvor; of! o Tov Ta'TT'etvov "at aryf!v-

81 '' ... ' ""' ' 8' " " • , 1 vovr;. wa of!, f!.,-'1], ft'IJ "a ev e"auTov f!'TT'twv 
7ro/\v n 7T'X:r,8or; J'TT'aryroJ-tat X6ryrov, Jp&J Tovr; 

f \ ,/.. I 1:' f '..1..' • "OWOTaTOV<; "at .,-aveproTaTOV<; oa£j-tOVa<; V.,- WV 
d f , ... ,, , , ' 

a'TT'avTf!<;, wr; et7re£v, f!"'avvovTat Tvpavvot "a£ 
lotooTat "al. 'TT'AOVUtOt "a), 7T'EV'I}Tf!<; "a£ o/\a e8v'l} 

\ 1"\. ' ""8 I J \ 1 f "a£ 7T'O"'etr;. f!VTav a O'IJ 7ravTa avet<; "a/\rov J-taAa •• ,_ ... , .... ,., 
V 'I' •J"-01<; "a£ ao€01<; TOV f!'i'IJ<; Ot€7r€patV€ 1\.0"fOV, 

82 IloXAal. j-tEV, 6J 7ra'i cf)£Xl7r7T'OV, 7repl. 7raVTa 
"a"lat T€ Ka! Otacp8opal TWV a8X£rov av8pro7rrov 
"al. TouavTat UXf!OOV ouar; ov ovvaTOV Ote/\8e'iv. 
Tfj> lJvn ryap "aTa Tov 

ov" EUTtv ouoev Cetvov cM' el7T'eiv E'TT'O<; 
, 1:'' '8 , 1:'' "' ' ... , 2 ovoe 'TT'a or; ovof! UVJ-t.,-opav oatj-tovtov, 

• .. " ·" 8 • 8 • "'' ,,r; ov" av apatT ax or; av PW'TT'OV .,-vutr;. 

1 For Arnim would read 
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fact that the prince had never heard a real master 
of discourse but admired the style of the sophists, 
as being lofty and distinguished. So wishing to win his 
favour and at the same time to show that he was 
quite able, whenever he chose, to make his discourse 
step out like a well-trained and tractable horse, 
he spoke to him as follows about attendant spirits, 
showing that the good and the bad spirits that bring 
happiness and misery are not outside the man, and 
that each one's intelligence-this and nothing more-
is the guiding spirit of its owner, that the wise and 
good man's spirit is good, the evil man's evil, and 
likewise the free man's is free, the slave's slavish, 
the kingly and high-minded man's kingly, the abject 
and base man's abject. "However, not to provoke 
a tedious discussion," he continued, "by taking up 
each separate point, I shall mention the commonest 
and most noticeable spirits by which everybody, 
generally speaking, is actuated-tyrants and 
private citizens, rich and poor, whole nations and 
cities." Thereupon he let out all his sails and 
delivered the following discourse with great loftiness 
and courage. 

" Many, thou son of Philip, are the vices and cor-
rupting influences that in all circumstances beset 
wretched man, and they are well-nigh more numerous 
than tongue can tell. For in truth, as the poet says, 

"No word is there so fraught with fear to speak, 
Nor sorrow, nor calamity god-sent, 
But mortal man might bear the weight thereof. "1 

x Euripides, Orestes 1 f. 

s crup..popa in the MSS. of Euripides, Orestes I f • 
.205 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

83 T ""' ' I ,, ' ,., ptWV 0€ €7rUcpaTOVVTWV, €t7r€tv, j3[w1J, 

) 'A. ) I t 1 
p.a UJ"Ta €JJ-7Tt7rTOVrrtv Ot 7roXXot, p.a f:!.f: 

, ' X ',, I ' 11' I OV fJ-€Ta O"fHFfJ-OV (J'fC€ '1' ap.€VOt teat 
'A.' t;:'o\ (' ""' \ I 8' 

a orrp oe teat TVXrJ 7rpO(J'EV€X TO-

cpaTeov EtVat teat (J'UIJf.7rOVTat 
\ .,. I ' .,. \ ' , B' ' teat 1\.aTpevou(J'tV o teat ap.a 

,, "-X "x.,. e I • , a ot a rea a1rep 1)"/EfJ-OVt 7rOV1)p/j> real, p.at-

84 vop.f.vrp rea£ 8£a(J'O<;. f(J'T£ Oe TOV-
''rl.. tO' , , , e, , 

TWV WV €'1'1)V tv£WV 0 fJ-EV 1)0V7Ta teat Tpucpepo<; 
\ \ ""' I (' I f 

7T€pt TOV 0 0 aV cptXo-
' \ rl, -,. I -,. ' <:' \ I J 

rcat o oe ap.cpoT€-
, .-/.. I I \ ,., 

pwv T€ rea£ p.aXXov 

o real, erc01)XoT€pav real (J'cpo-
I J <:' 1 \ \ 

opoTepav e7Ttoetrcvvp.evo<; T1)V Tapax1)v real Ti}v 

p.av£av, e'a7Ta'T(';JV alJTOV, tcaXou 01} T£VO<; 
epa(J'T1}v. 

85 ffi I .. e I I 1 ,, \ 11' 
'.PEp€ OVV tea a7rEp at ICO!J-'1' 0£ TWV 01)fJ-l0Vp"fWl! 

f7Tl 7TcLVTa gp.(3paxu l cpEpOV(J'£ TfJV alJTWV e7r£votaV , , , , , ,.., , 
teat TEXv1)v, ov p.ovov TWv ewv a7rop.tp.ov-

p.evot doe(J'tv, aXXa real TWV 
)/"\. "\ " I ) I I 
a/\.1\.WV etca(J'TOV, 7TOTafJ-OV<; T€ EVtOT€ 
' t- , I" ' ' , " avopa(J'tv op.otou<; rcat ev Tt(J't rvvatrceiot<; 

I \ /"'\ \ \ )/ 
etoE(J'£, V1)(J'OV<; TE rea£ 7rOI\.Et<; rcat Ta aXXa p.trcpov 
0 t: , ' ' "0 , ' €£V r;;VJJ-7TavTa, 07T0£0V teat fJ-1)pO<; €TOXp.1)(J'EV 

cpBE"f"fOJJ-EVOV V'TrO Tfj Uvy, 
86 , ,.. ,./... ' ' , ,, .. 

tcatcetVOt 't'WVa<; JJ-€V OVIC EXOV(J't 7rpO(J'8e£vat TOt<; 'o 'x ,<:' <:'' , , , 
et w otr;, ew17 oe otrceta rcat (J''f}fl-Eta a7ro Tfjr; 
,I. I 'P \ \ I 

0£0V 7TOTafJ-OV<; tcaTatc€£fJ-EVOV<; "fV· 
\ \ "\ I I "'\. \ e 1 

fJ-VOV<; TO 7ri\.€0V 1 "fEV€tOV 'TrOI\.V tea €£fCOTa<;, p.upitc'f}V 
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"Now as there are, roughly speaking, three pre-
vailing types of lives which the majority usually 
adopt, not after thoughtful consideration and 
testing, I assure you, but because they are carried 
away by chance and thoughtless impulse, we must 
affirm that there is just the same number of spirits 
whom the great mass of foolish humanity follows and 
serves-some men one spirit and some another-
just as a wicked and wanton troop follows a wicked 
and frenzied leader. Of these types of lives which 
I have mentioned, the first is luxurious and self-
indulgent as regards bodily pleasures, the second, in 
its turn, is acquisitive and avaricious, while the third 
is more conspicuous and more disordered than the 
other two-I mean the one that loves honour and 
glory-and it manifests a more evident and violent 
disorder or frenzy, deluding itself into believing 
that it is enamoured of some noble ideal. 

" Therefore, come, let us imitate clever artists. 
They put the impress of their thought and art upon 
practically everything, representing not only the 
various gods in human forms but everything else as 
well. Sometimes they paint rivers in the likeness of 
men and springs in certain feminine shapes, yes, and 
islands and cities and well-nigh everything else, like 
Homer, who boldly represented the Scamander 1 as 
speaking beneath his flood, and though they cannot 
give speech to their figures, nevertheless do give 
them forms and symbols appropriate to their nature, 
as, for example, their river gods recline, usually 
naked, and wear long flowing beards and on their 

1 In the Iliad (21. 233 f.) Homer depicts the battle between 
Achilles and the Scamander. 
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87 1uiA.af.LoV euT€cpaVWf.LEVovc;· oincovv Kat TJf.L€'i,c; 
x€£povc; f.L'Y}OE cpavAOT€pOt 7r€pt TOV<; A.oryovc; 

cpaVWf.L€V I] EKELVOt 7r€pt 'Ttt<; aUTWV Texvac; Tip 1 

7rAaTT€tv Kat acpOf.LOWVV TOV<; Tp07rOV<; TOV 
Tpt7rAOV oaitJ-OVO<; TWV Tptwv fJ£wv, evavTiav 

Kat avTicnpocpov E7rt0€tKVUf.L€VOt Tfjc; TWV 
A€"fOf.LEVWV cpvutoryvwf.Lovwv Ef.L7retpiac; Kat f.Lav-

88 'T£K7}c;. oi f.LEV ryllp a'TrO T7}c; f.LOpcpfjc; Kat TOV 
€roovc; TO "f£"fVWUKOVU£ Kat a7raryryeA.A.ovutv, 
TJf.L€L<; o€ a'JrO TWV Kat TWV eprywv xapa-

... \ ,.f.,\ 't' ) I I ' 1€T'Y}pa Kat f.LOP't''YJV ar;taV €/€€£VWV U7raUWf.L€V, €£ 

/ipa 1-La:>..A.ov liyau8at OVV1JUOf.L€8a Twv 1roA.A.wv 
\ rl, -,. I \ \ > \:' "1: \ " 89 Kat 't'aUI\.OT€pWV' 1rp0c; TO a7rOO€tr;a£ T'Y}V TWV 

fJ£wv aTorr£av OUOEV tluX'TJf.LOV ouOe V€f.L€U'T]TOV Kat 
rrot'T}Ta'ic; 7rapa/3aA.A.otJ-evovc; !€at X€tpoTexvatc; Kat 
l€a8apTa'ic; 2 opilu8at, €l OEO£, U7r€Ni€£V rravTaxo8€v 
dKuvac; Kat 7rapaoe£'Yf.LaTa rrop£,ovTac;, &v rrwc; 
luxuuWf.L€V a7rOTpeyat 3 /CaK£ac; Kat a7rUT'T]<; Kat 
'lrOV'YJPWV E7rt8U}L£WV, €le; ap€T7}c; o€ cptA.iav 7rpo-

90 aryary€tV Kat epwTa 'wfjc; 4 af.LE£VOVO<;' /j W<; 
elw8acnv evto£ TWV 7rEpt Tfl<; TEA€Tfl<; Kat Tfl 
1€a8aputa, pfjvtv 'E/CaT'T]<; iA.auKOf.LEVO£ T€ Kat 

cpaUKOVT€<; f7r€£Ta ol}Lat cpa-
(j }LaTa 7rOAAfl Kat rrotKiA.a 7rpo TWV Ka8apf.LWV 
'(; I \ ) I d ,./.. ) 
€<:, 1J"f0Vf.LEVO£ /€a£ €1r£0€£KVVVT€<;, a 't'aUtV €7r£-

7rEf.L7r€£V xoA.ovpev'Y}V 8e6v. 

1 -r'f Emperius: -rov. B Arnirn would delete 6parr8at, 
3 &7rorpEo/cu Arnim : 0.7l'OCTTpEo/at. 
' Ktzl before deleted by Emperius. 

1 Plants which grow in wet soil. 
• The kathartai were regarded a.s charlatans, as we see from 

Hippocra.tes and Plutarch. They professed to cure diseases. 
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heads crowns of tamarisk or rushes.1 Let us then 
show ourselves to be no whit worse or less competent 
in the field of discourse than they in their several 
arts as we mould and depict the characters of the 
three spirits of the three lives, therein displaying an 
accomplishment the reverse of and complementary 
to the skill and prophetic power of the physiog-
nomists, as they call them. These men can deter-
mine and announce a man's character from his shape 
and appearance; while we propose to draw from a 
man's habits and acts, a type and shape that will 
match the physiognomist's work-that is, if we 
shall succeed in getting hold rather of the average 
and lower types. Since our purpose is to show the 
absurdity existing in human lives, there is no im-
propriety or objection to our being seen imitating 
poets or artists or, if need be, priests of purifica-
tion 2 and to our striving to furnish illustrations and 
examples from every source, in the hope of being 
able to win souls from evil, delusion, and wicked 
desires and to lead them to love virtue and to long 
for a better life ; or else we might follow the 
practice of some of those who deal with initiations 
and rites of purification,3 who appease the wrath of 
Hecate 4 and undertake to make a person sound, 
and then before the cleansing process, as I under-
stand, set forth and point to the many and various 
visions that, as they claim, the goddess sends when 
angry. 

3 Plato (Phaedrus 244 e) refers to this same method of 
appeasing the wrath of a. deity and h8.s evidently influenced 
Dio here. 

• Goddess of the lower world, who sends phantoms from it 
to vex and terrify those needing KJ.8ap<rts, 

209 
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91 Eiev- 0 cptA.oxp?}p.aTor; oalp.rov XPVUOU 
teal apryvpoV teat teal {3oUte1Jp.aTWV tea£ UVVO£-
tetWV teal 7raU'f}t; teT?}ueror; epauT?}r;. apa OVte b.v 
Utev8pro7ro<; TE teal loetV EV ux?}p.aTt 
Ta7retvlj> teal ciryevve'i 7rA.chTotTo v7ro O'f}p.tovpryou 

cpavA.ov TEXV'YJV ; avxp.'T}por; teal pV7rWV, 
oihe 7ra'iSar; ryovear; oihe 7raTp£Sa cptA.wv, 

/J,A.A.o Tt Ta xp?]p.aTa, 
TOV<; &eovr; 'TrAEOV elvat l) 
Tt 1 7roA.A.ovr; avT/j> teal 2 p.eryaA.ovr; O·T)Uavpovr; 
7rapaSe£tevvutv 3 &avaTovr; oltee£rov nvwv teal 
uvryryevwv, ;;'fr(J}t; exot teA.'f}povop.e'iv, Tar; Se eopTar; 

&A.A.ror; teal p.aTalav Sa7raV1JV, 
, ,.., ' , !::'' ., ' " 92 arye"'auTor; tea£ ap.ewtaTor;, v't'oprop.evor; a7rav-

Tar; teal f3A.af3epovr; Kal cimuTwv 
'Trautv, ap7rateTtteOV f3A.€7rroV, ciel te£VWV TOVr; 
OateTvA.ovr; i1To£ aVTOU ovulav 

TWV /1A.A.rov nvor;, TI1A.A.a oe civa£u81]TO<; teal 
ap.a81]r;, 7ratOe{ar; teal rypap.p.aTroV teaTaryeAoWV 

l)uov 7repl A.orytup.ovr; teal uvp.f3oA.ata,4. 
Tvcf>A.ou Ottea{ror; teal A.eryop.evov teal rypacpop.Evov 

... , , ... ' , ' ' , 93 TOV 'Tr"'OVTOV TV't'"'OTepor; epaUT1J<;1 7rept 7raVTa 
A.vTTwv teT?}p.aTa teal ol}o€v cim5f3A.'YJTov 
p.evor;, ovx f/Ju7rEp p.aryv1}Ttv A.{Oov 
"' ' ' ' ' ' 'S • .., .., ' ' ' 't'aut 7rf.O<; aVT'f}V TOV U£ 'TJpOV, a"'"'a tea£ xaA.teOV 
teal poA.vfloov 7rpouaryop.evor;, tellv "[rap.p.ov 
"At&ov OtO/j> Ttr;, 7ravTaxfi teal 7repl 7raVTa uxeoov 
T£ TO exetv TOU exetv AVUtT€AEUTfipov TE 
teal /J,p.etVOV paAotUTa OE 7rEpl 
TOU cipryvpov teTY]UtV etecpprov teal UVVTETap.evor;, 

1 11 .,., Capps : g.,., (8.,., without P). 
1 Capps : JL'IIIil;. 1 'lrapalieltcvvtrw Capps: 1rapalie&tcv6ovcT&v. 

210 

THE FOURTH DISCOURSE ON KINGSHIP 

" Well then, the avaricious spirit craves gold, 
silver, lands, cattle, blocks of houses, and every kind 
of possession. Would it not be represented by a 
good artist as downcast and gloomy of appearance, 
humble and mean of dress-aye, as squalid and ragged, 
loving neither children nor parents nor native land, 
and recognizing no kinship but that of money, and 
considering the gods as nothing more than that which 
reveals to him many vast treasures or the deaths of 
certain kinsfolk and connections from whom he might 
inherit, regarding our holy festivals as sheer loss and 
useless expense, never laughing or smiling, eyeing 
all with suspicion and thinking them dangerous, 
distrusting everybody, having a rapacious look, ever 
twitching his fingers as he computes his own property, 
I take it, or that of someone else-a spirit not only 
without appreciation or capacity for any other thing, 
but scoffing at education and literature except when 
they have to do with estimates and contracts, the still 
blinder lover of wealth, which is rightly described and 
portrayed as blind ; mad about every kind of pos-
session and thinking that nothing should be thrown 
away; unlike the magnetic stone,l which they 
say attracts iron to itself, but amassing copper and 
lead as well, yes, even sand and rock if anyone gives 
them, and everywhere and in almost every case regard-
ing possession as more profitable and better than non-
possession. He is most frantic and eager, however, 
to get money, simply because success here is'quickest 

1 A magnetic iron ore said by Pliny the elder (Natural 
History 36. 126 f.) to have been found in Magnesia, a district 
of Macedonia, and also near the city of Magnesia in Asia. 

' avp.fJ&'Aa•a. Reiske: cnJp.fJo'Aa.. 

2II 
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/5n Ory raxtcrra KaOa?Tavwrara 1 7Tpoett:n, CFfJl> 
nf.L€pq, Kat VVKTt 7rpo(3a'ivov Kat cpOavov Otf-Lat 

94 TU8 rf]c; 7T€pt6Dovc;, TO De rf]c; a?TexBeiac; 
Kat TO TOV f-LLCFOV<; Kat TWII (3"Aacrcpr]f-LLWV ov-
Oaf-Lf7 AO"flSOf-LEVO<;, gTl De rfj f-LEV ctAATJ 
Ka"Aft.w?Ttcr f-LOV rtva 7rpo(J'e'ivat Kat Dtarpt/3ryv 
n"fOUf-LEVO<;, TO oe ap"fupwv, roe; €v (3paxvranp 

95 (J'VV€LA'Y]cp€vat, rryv TOV 7TAOVTOV ouvap,tv. TOVTO 
ovv OlWK€£ Kat S'TJTEL 7Tavrax6Bell, ovo€v TL 
f-LETa(J'Tpecpof-LEVO<; our' el f-LET' al(J'XVV'Y}<; our' el 
f-LET' aDtKLac; 'Yf"'fVOLTO, 7T ft.ryv OCFOV ra,c; KOAacretc; 
vcpopWf.L€VO<; oDotDOKW113 ev"Aa(3€(J'T€poc; E(J'Tt 4 Det"Aiq, 
tCpaT'Y}Beic;- ICVVO<; yvxhv exwv, Ta f-LeV 
ap?Tal;ovroc; €av h7TLCFTJ TOl<; De E7Tt-
(3ft.€7TOVTO<; Kat ctKOVTO<; a?TEXOf-L€vov Ota TOV<; 

96 €cpe(]'T'YJ"6mc; cpuA.aKac;. e(J'Tw Dry (3paxvc; lDe'iv, 
ct"fpV7rVO<;, ovD€7TOT€ f-LELDtWll, aei 

np ft.otDopOVf-L€Voc; tCat !La XDf-LEVoc;, 7ropvo(3o(J'tC(j> 
f-La"Atcrra 7rpa(J'eotK(;;c; r6 re (J'XiJf.La Kat rov rpo?Tov 
avatDe'i Kat "fAi(J'xprp, (3a7rTOIJ af-L7TEXOf-L€vrp rpt-
(3wvtov f-LLas T£110<; TWV f.ratpwv ropa'i(J'f-LOV.5 oDe 0 

97 oaif-LWV alcrxpoc; Ka£ TOV<; avrov cpif....ovc; 
7'€ /Cat haipovc;, f-LaAAOV o€ Dov'Aovc; Kat V7Tl]p€rac; 
Xwf3wf-L€voc; Kat tCaratcrxvvwv 1ravT'a rpo?Tov, €av 
7'€ ev lDtwrov CFXrJf.LaTt "Aaf3v nvac; eav 7'€ ev 

98 (3arrtX€wc;. /j ov 7rof....ft.oV> TWV KaAOVf-LEVWV (3a-
crt"A€wv loe'iv eCFTt 1Ca7rr}Xovc; Kat re'Awva> Kat 
7rOpvo(3o(J'KOU<;; aft.ft.a !::J.pof-LWVa f-LeV /Cat !,apaf.L-

1 KO.Oa.1rcwdJ-ra-ra. Arnim : Ba:rraJic6rara:. 
s Tow added by Arnim. 
3 o5oto6KwV Emperius: ,) on 00/CWV. 
• E<f'TI Capps: If acrcpa.ll.lcrrepos 

is right, Capps suggests that elva.• ("'n< has dropped out. 
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and cheapest, since money goes on piling up day 
and night and outstrips, I ween, the circuits of the 
moon.1 He reeks naught of dislike, hate, and curses 
and, besides, holds that while other kinds of 
possessions may be pretty baubles wherewith to 
amuse oneself, money, to put it succinctly, is the 
very essence of wealth. This, therefore, is what he 
seeks and pursues from any and every source, never 
concerning himself at all to ask whether it is 
acquired by shameful or by unjust means, except 
insofar as, observing the punishments meted out 
to footpads, he lets cowardice get the better of him 
and becomes cautious. For he has the soul of a 
worthless cur, that snatches up things when it ex-
pects not to be noticed, and looks on other morsels 
with longing eyes but keeps away from them, 
though reluctantly, because the guards are by. So 
let him be a man insignificant in appearance, servile, 
unsleeping, never smiling, ever quarrelling and fight-
ing with someone, very much like a pander, who in 
garb as well as in character is shameless and nig-
gardly, dressed in a coloured mantle, the finery of 
one of his harlots. A foul and loathsome spirit is 
this, for he brings every possible insult and shame 
upon his own friends and comrades, or, rather, his 
slaves and underlings, whether he find them in the 
garb of private citizens or in that of royalty. Or 
is it not plain to see that many who are called 
kings are only traders, tax-gatherers, and keepers 
of brothels ? Shall we assert that Dromon and 

1 Interest was payable monthly; cf. Aristoph. Clouds, 17. 

Wilamowitz brackets but leaves the clause 
without a predicate. 

6 &Jpa.i"crp.&v Bakhuisen: &v tcrp.e11, 
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fJoll, on f.v Ka7r7J"Aevovrn Kal. {J7fo 
, AB1,vairov 'TOV'TO a/COVOVO"£ 'TO IJilOJLa., Ol!Ca[ro<; 
cpaJLEil aKovetv, tlape'ioll o€ 'TOll 7rpo7€poll, on ell 
BafJv"Awllt Kab 2ova-ot<; Kat. ITepa-at 
avTOil ET£ Kat. VVIl /CaAOU(J'£ /Ca7TYJAOV, ov 0£/CaLro<; 

99 "e""Ai]a-8at; Yotoll rye TovTrp a-vJLfJef37J"e 
1rapa 'Tov<; ll"A"Aov<; oaiJLovar;· f.vio'Te JLEil ryap 
llpxee 1 /Cat. KpaTe'i Tfj<; -tvx1)<;, flllO'T€ o€ OO/C€t 
a-vve7rea-8at,2 ota 'To 7raa-rJ<> f.7rtBvJL£ar; Kat. a-1rovoi]r; 
V7r7]pETYJil 7"€ Kat. Ota/COIJOil a7rpocparrtrTTOil etllat 

lOO TOll 7TAOtJTOil. a"A"A' f.ryw A.€ryro llVIl 'TOll avTov 
t I \ f "' " (:- ,.. 1)"fOVJL€1lOil /Cat 7rpO€rTTYJICO'Ta 'TYJ<; 'TOV OVO"'TVXOV<; 

avBpri>7fOV Otavo[a<;, olhe f.cp' Tllla oihe 
EL<; allacp€pollTa TWil XPYJfLaTWil ICTi}rrtv, 
ovo€ W<; avaA.wrrOil'Ta Kat XP1JrTOJL€1lOV 

o€ /Cat. axpe'iov cpv!l.aTToVTa TOll 7TA,ovTOil, 
'Tip lfvn KaTaiCA.Eta-Tov l!v Tun "PV7rTO'i<; Ka£ 
acperyryerrt Ba"AafLO£<;. 

101 EieV' 0 o€ OEVTEpo<; 7"€ /Cat oa[w.oll 
fiC€{1loV 'TOV allOpo<;, 0 Tli Ti]<; 'Hoovi)<; allacpaLV(J)Il 
/Jpryea Ka£ Beoll TaVT7Jv BauJLasroll Kat. 7rpo-
'TlfLWil, a'T€XIlW<; "fVIla£/CELall Belw, '71"0£/CLAO<; /Cab 

/Cat. 7rept T€ OO"jLas Kat. ryeva-et<; a-
E'Tt o€ Otf.tal 7rEpl 7raVTa JLEV 3 opaJLaTa, 

7rallTa OE aiCOVrTJLaTa Tli 7rpo::; T£Va 
cpepollTa, 7rarra<; OE acpa<; 7rpOrT7]1J€t<; 'TE /Cat 
JLaA.aKas A.ov'Tpwll Te orr7JJLEpat BepJLwv, JLii"A"Aoll 
OE o£<; 'Tfj<; Kat xp£rrerov ou ICaJLaTOil 
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2 1Jo1eei cruve1reufJat Capps : ftce{votfj uuvlrera.,. 
u p.ev added by Reiske. 
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Sarambus,l because they keep shops in Athens and 
are called shopkeepers by the Athenians, come fairly 
by the name, but that the elder Darius,2 who kept 
a shop in Babylon and in Susa, and whom the 
Persians still to this day call a shopkeeper, has not 
deserved this name ? Moreover, there is one peculi-
arity about this spirit, not shared by the others: 
although he sometimes rules and masters the soul, 
yet sometimes he seems to be compliant, the reason 
being that wealth is the handmaid and the willing 
ministrant to every appetite and interest. I, how-
ever, am now speaking of the spirit that takes the 
lead himself and dominates the faculties of his 
unhappy possessor; he has neither pleasure nor 
glory as the motive for the acquisition of wealth, 
and does not intend to spend or to use what he has 
gotten together, but keeps his wealth out of circu-
lation and useless, actually locked up in secret and 
sunless vaults. 

" So far so good. The second man and the 
attendant spirit of that man is the one which pro-
claims the orgies of Pleasure and admires and honours 
this goddess, a truly feminine being. He is of many 
hues and shapes, insatiable as to things that tickle 
nostril and palate, and further, methinks, as to all 
that pleases the eye, and all that affords any pleasure 
to the ear, as to all things that are soothing and 
agreeable to the touch, such as warm baths taken 
daily, or rather, twice a day, anointings that are 

1 Mentioned as a. shopkeeper in Plato, Gorgias 518 b. 
• The first Persian king of that name. The Persians called 

him a " shopkeeper " as a compliment, doubtless because he 
organized the Empire and imposed a regular tribute. Accord-
ing to one etymology "Darius" means "possessing goods." 
See Herodotus 3. 89 f. 

215 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

102 iWJLEVWV, 7rpor; oe av TOVTO&'; Ju81}Tr.ov T€ p.aA.a-
"' 1:: ' .., ' ' ' \ tCWV e"'5etr; tea£ tCaTatC"'uretr; 'T}UteYJJLEVar; teat ota-

teoviar; (ucpt/3eir; tCa0' eteaUT'T}V e7Tt0uJL{av T€ teat 
xpeiav, 7r€pt TaiiTa 7TcLVTa Oetvror; J'lrTO'T]JLEVor;, 
JLcLAtriTa JLEVTOt 1 tea£ atCpaTEUTaTa 7TEpt TWV 
aifJpootulwv oEeiav teat ota1rvpov p.avlav 8'1JA.vterov 

\ ' ,., 't: ' , "\. _, , 
TE tCa£ appevttewv JL's ewv tea£ en 7f "'etovwv ap-
p'ljTwv teat avwVVJLWV aluxpovprytrov, E'lrt 'lrcLVTa 

r: I \ ,... """' I \ , Of.LO£W'; Ta TOtaVTa "''EPOJLEVO'; teat arywv, OVOEV 
U7TWJLOTOV ovoe I17Tpa1CTOV 'lrOtOVJL€1!0';. 

103 N vv ryap lva TovTov TlOeJLev Tov a1rauar; 
\ ' "\. ,./.. f I \ ) I Tar; 'TOtavTar; 7rapet"''TJ't'OTa vouovr; tCa£ atepauta<; 
,., .,.,,. ,., rt \ "\. 1 '8 , , \ 

'T'YJ'; y VX'YJr;, wa JL'TJ 'lrOI\Vll nva a pot(]'WJLEV EUJLov 
JLO£Xtterov Ttvwv oatJLovlwv teat 2 ifJtXo'frwv teat 
4>tXolvwv tCat 11XA.wv JLVplwv, aXX' U'lrAW'; lva 
oa[JLOVa T£0WJLEV 'TOV atCOMUTOV teat OeOouXwJLEVOV 

104 , ,. , , , , , , e, , .., , , 
V't' 'T]OOVYJ';, eav JLEV €7rtpp€'[) 7TO €V aV€1\.Al'lr€'; TO 
Tijr; xop'T]ryiar;, XP'TJJLcLTWV {3a(]'£Atterov 17 'T£VOr; ,, ,.. , ' , , 
JLE'Ya"''TJ'; £0£WT£te'T]'; V7TOUU'1}<; ouuta<;, Ell 71'o;\;\fi 
teat a4>8ovrp teVAlVDOVf£€1JOV U(]'EXryelq flEXpt 
ry'ljpw<;• el oe JLn. Taxv JLcLAa €EavaXwuavTa Ta 
7TapovTa, 'lrEV'T}Ta atepaTij teat atCOMUTOV ev 
(]'7fcL1J€t teat ljLeprp oetvro<; TWV emOVJLtrov A€£71"0-

105 JL€1!01!. eT£ 3 o€ Ttvar; OVTO<; TWV {m' aVTOV 
tepaTOVJLEvwv elr; ryvvatteeiov flETe/3aA.e (3iov TE 

, " , , "' ' teat UXYJJLa, wu1rep ot JLV O£ 't'aut Tour; JLETa-

1 p.lvTo< Jacobs: p.ev. 1 1<cd added by Emperius. 
8 lT< Arnim : el. 
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not for the relief of weariness and, besides, the 
wearing of soft sweeping robes,l bolstered repose, 
and attentive service for every appetite and desire. 
He is passionately devoted to all these things, but 
especially and most unrestrainedly to the poignant 
and burning madness of sexual indulgence, through 
intercourse both with females and with males, and 
through still other unspeakable and nameless ob-
scenities ; after all such indiscriminately he rushes 
and also leads others, abjuring no form of lust and 
leaving none untried.2 

"At present, it should be explained, we are treat-
ing as one this spirit which is afflicted with all 
these maladies and excesses of the soul ; for we do 
not want to assemble a huge gallery of lecherous, 
gluttonous, and -bibulous spirits and others un-
numbered, but to treat as simply one that 
spirit which is incontinent and enslaved to pleasure, 
which-if only there is from some source an infiow 
ofinexhaustible means, whether from royal coffers 
or from some great private estate--wallows in a 
deep and boundless slough of debauchery until 
old age comes ; failing such resources, the man 
speedily squanders the fortune he began with, or 
is reduced to impotent and licentious penury, and in 
deprivation combined with craving falls terribly 
short of his desires. And, further, this spirit has 
sometimes changed those possessed by it to the life 
and the garb of women, just as the myths relate 
of those who transformed human beings into birds or 

1 Cf. Plato, Alcibiades 122 c., lp.aTlrov 
I The last part of this description bears a resemblance to 

the description which Diodorus Siculus (II. 23) gives of 
Sa.rdana pall us. 
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Q , I •e • e I • , e • e I Es- av pw'TT'WV opvt 'YJ qpta, 
l?tv 'Tvxwut 

Kav'TavBa avnxop7]ry{a 1 'TT'ecf>nvev· 
106 0 JLEV ry?tp 'TE teal Jte 'TOV'TOV 'TOV 

oa£pwv J'TT'£ 'TE teal 
7rpoueun t7Jpla tea/, 

ove[O'YJ, 7rpouaryet pq,O£aw {)7TOV OE 'TtVWV 
'Ttpwpiat 7rpouetut, , 
uat , XPTJJLa'TWV 

107 Jwriueutv, ov 'TT'ttvv 'Tt 'Tav'Ta Jcpi7]utv. o oe 
2 'TE teal 'TT'ttV'Ta a'TT'A.ws-

f Q , , ,,_, , , e , , , 
v7rept-Jawetv 'Ta 'TE av pw1rtva teat 'Ta 
Oe'ia. tea/, 0 ftEV 'T€ teal 3 

7rpouBepevor; 'TOtaVT7]V aluXUVTJV 
avope£ov 

'TT'apaxwpwv 'Twv teotvwv teal 7T'OA.tntewv 'TT'paEewv 
108 llpetvov f3ef3twteoutv' o o"€ l'Tapor; teat ll'Tpeu-

'TOS', 1roA.A.tZr; 'TE tea/, aluxvvar; lmopelvar;, 
' I ,1... I f \ • OU'TpateOV, .,.,aut, ft6'Ta7TEUOVTO<;, 'YJ 

7rErp'T}VEV oEv teal Ottt'Topov fJowv, 
fl t ""' t' I t' I ' I ,111 WU'TT'Ep Ot 'TWV vpap,a'TWV V'TT'OKpt'Tat, a7roppt'l' at; 

f: \ \ I ' I )f 1 pe'Tas-v 'T'TJV ryvvatteetav u'To,..nv, €7rEt'Ta u'Tpanw-
'TOV 'lj 7r6ptep')(.€'Tat 
uvteocpav'T'T}S' tea/, cpof3ep6r;, av'Tlov 'TT'aut 

109 .. Ap' ovv app€VW7TOV 'Tt tea/, uep,vov 'Tfj> 
'TOtovnp oa[p,ovt 7rpe7ret 'lj vrypov 'TE tea/, 
paA.8ate6v ; OVKOVIJ 'TO oltee'iov av'Tfj> uxf]p,a 7r pou-

ovx & Jvove'Tat 
av3petOIJ tea/, cpofJepov• 'TT'pOtTW "fE Jl£a 

1 d.VT<XoP"TYla Capps, lilrr71 XOP71'Y{" Amim : b Tjj xoP1Jy{q.. 
a UTEVfiTTEp&s Jacobs: U'YEJifii'TEpos. 
3 ebO/Js or ev8b Capps : lv811. 
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beasts, if they were unfortunate enough to have be-
come enslaved to an appetite of such a nature. 

"But here again we find a contrast in our examples. 
There is, first in this class, the weak and unventuresome 
spirit, which easily leads men into effeminate vices 
and other kinds of misconduct which involve loss 
and disgrace, but, where certain indulgences are 
followed by punishments that inflict upon the 
culprit death or imprisonment or heavy fines, alto-
gether avoids inciting the victim to those extremes. 
There is, however, the more aggressive and audacious 
spirit, which compels its victim to over leap absolutely 
all bounds, both human and divine. Now while the 
weak and unventuresome spirit no sooner gets in-
volved than he acknowledges his shameful weakness 
by taking up no manly occupation, but social 
and civic activities to those who have hved a better 
life, the bold and impetuous spirit, after enduring 
many a rebuff and humiliation, by a sudden turn of 
fortune's wheel,! as they say, emerged as a general or 
as a popular leader with shrill and piercing voice, and, 
like actors on the stage, discards his feminine attire 
for the time being and then, having seized that of a 
general or orator, stalks about as a blackmailer and 
an object of terror, looking all the world in the eye. 

" Now does a manly and grave appearance befit 
such a spirit, or rather a weak and effeminate one ? 
Therefore we shall dress him up in his proper attire, 
not in the brave and awe-inspiring clothes which he 
often assumes when playing a part. So, by heavens, 

1 Literally, " the shell having fallen underside 
This expression is borrowed from a game played w1th or 
shells in which the players ran away or pursued according as 
the shell fell with one or the other side uppermost. See Plato, 
Phaedrus, 241b. 

219 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

,.k"' ' / ' ,, , ' ' 110 TpV't'WV T6 Ka£ p,vpov Kat OtVOV a7T07TV€WV €V 

KpOICWTcp p,era 7rOAAoiJ Kat amLKTOV ryeAwro<;, 
p,e8vovn 7rpoa-eo£KdJ<; Kwp,atovn p,e8' i}p,epav 
aa-eAryfl KWfi-OV, G"TErpaVOV<; TtVa<; fG"T€rpaVWf1-EVO<; 
€wA.ovr; r1v re Kat 7rept rip rpax1A-rp, 
Kat 7rAaryto<; cpepop,€VO<;, opxovp,EVO<; T6 Kat aOwV e , ,, ,.,. , I e , , , , 

1J"'V Kat ap,ova-ov p,e"'o<;. aryea- w oe V7TO ryvvatKWV 
111 avatG"XVVTWV aKoAaa-rwv, f7TL8Vp,LWV TLVWV 

A.eryop,evwv, aX'A.wv f7T' ii'A.A.a EAKOVa-wv, f1-1]0ep,iav 
avrwv aTTw8ovp,evor; p,1Jo€ avrtA.erywv, a'A.Xa 

112 Erofp,w<; Kat 7rpo8up,w<; G"VV€7T0f1-EVO<;. a£ Oe 
p,era 7TOAAOV wararyov TE Kat avAwv 
cpepova-at p,awop,evov avrov a-wovofj wpot'rwa-av. 
0 o' fK p,ea-wv ava(3oarw TWV ryvva£KWV 
Kat aKparea-repov, AEVKO<; loe'iv Kat rpvcpepo<;, 
al8p£ar; Kat 'lTOVWV a7Tetpo<;, awoKXfvwv TOV 
rpaX1JAOV, vrypo'ir; ro'ir; IJp,p,aa-£ p,axA.ov tJ7To(3X€-
wwv, aei 7TOT€ TO a-wp,a Kara8ewp,cvo<;, rfj 1frvxfi 
De ovo€v wpoa-exwv ovo€ TOt<; v7T' avrflr; wpoa-rar-

113 TOP,EVO£<;. TOVTOV aryaA.p,aT07TOl0<; lj rypacpev<; 
avaryKatop,evor; ElKatetv OVK &v Ofi-OlOTEpov iiXXrp 
epryaa-atTO fJ rcp (3aa-tAe'i p,er' €VVOVXWV 
Kat waXXaKWV evoov Ota(3wvvrt, a-rparoweoov 
o€ 1 Kat 7TOAEf1-0V Kat aryopfis a8earrp TO 7rapawav. 

114 7rp01J'YEia-8w o€ Kat TOVTOV 'A7TaT1], 7Tavv ropala 
Kat 7rt8av1, KEKOG"f1-1]fi-EV1] KOa-p,ot<; wopvtKo'ir;, 
p,et0£WUa Kat vma-xvovp,EV?] 7TA.fl8or; arya8wv, ror; 
€w' aryova-a evoatp,ovlav, ewr; &v elr; TO 
(3apa8pov Kara(3aA.v Xa8ova-a, elr; TToXvv re Kat 
{wwapov /3op/3opov, ewetra Ua-v KVAtvoe'ia-Bat 

115 p,era rwv a-rerf>avwv Kat rov KpoKwrov. rotovrw 
!I> I"\ I ' oea-worv "'arpevova-ae Ka£ rotavra waa-xova-at 
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let him step forth luxurious, breathing of myrrh 
and wine, in a saffron robe, with much inordinate 
laughter, resembling a drunken reveller in a 
midday riot and wearing faded garlands on his head 
and about his neck, reeling in his gait, dancing and 
singing an and tuneless song. Let 
be led by brazen, dissolute women, known as certam 
of the sensual lusts, each pulling him her own way, 
and he rebuffs none of them nor says her nay, but 
follows readily and eagerly enough. And let them, 
with a great din of cymbals and flutes, come eagerly 
forth, escorting the frenzied fellow. And from the 
midst of the women let him utter shriller and more 
passionate cries than they ; he is pale and effeminate 
in appearance, unacquainted with .air or 
honest toil, lets his head droop, and leers lasciviOusly, 
with his watery eyes ever studying his fleshy self, 
but heedless of the soul and her mandates. Were a 
statuary or a painter compelled to represent this man, 
he could create no better likeness of him than that of 
the Syrian king,! who spent his life in his harem with 
eunuchs and concubines without ever a sight of army 
or war or assembly at all. Let his steps also be guided 
by Delusion, a very, beautiful enticing 
decked out in harlots finery, smilmg and promismg 
a wealth of O'OOd things and making him believe that 
she is him to the very embrace of happiness, 
till unexpectedly she drops him into the pit, into a 
morass of foul mud, and then leaves him to flounder 
about in his garlands and saffron robe. In servitude 
to such a tyrant and suffering such tribulation 

1 The Assyrian king Sardanapallus seems to be meant. 
Syria and Assyria were sometimes confused. 

1 al; Dindorf : 'TE. 
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X l ' fJ' " ' ' ' 'TT' aVliJVTat KaT a TOV £0V OCTat 'I' vxat 7rp0<; f.l-EV 
'TT'OVOV<; OetXa£ !Cat aovvaTot, oe 
i]oova'ir;, cptX?}oovot Kat cptXourop.aTot, {Jiov 

, ' \ , , f , atuxpov Kat E'TT'ovetotCTTov ovx eXopevat wuw 
., " ' ' () \ ' ' ' a,_,_a evex EtCTat 7rpo<; aVTOV, 

ll6 0 ' \ ' " ' " ' ' V/COVV Jl-ETa TOVTOV 0 1\.0"fO<; liJCT7TEp EV U"fliJV£ 
CT ,/.. I I J I ( ,.. t 1 I \ 

't'VTTet TptTOV etuaryetv, liJ<; 0 ICTJPVr,; xopov, TOV 
cptA6Ttpov, OU 'TT'cLVV 7rpo(}vpw<; Ta VVV arywvtOV-

' ,/.." ' , ,/..' \ peVOV, /CatTOt 't'ti\.OVEt/COV OVTa TTJ 'f'VCTet 'TT'Ept 
I \ I t f: ,.. o\ t 

'TT'aVTa /Cat 7rpWTevetv a<;tOVVTa' 7TAYJV OV 7rept 
r-11: to "' ( I t "" \ "" J 1 00<;'1]<; TJ TtJ.l-1]<; TJ !CptCT£<; aVT!fl Ta VVV EVECTT'Y]ICeV,2 

117 ti'Trep Se 7T'OAAfj<; Kat Ot!Caia<; aooE£ar;. 
" ' ' \ 7Totov n 7TI\.aTTwpev To Te CTX'Y/Pa Kat ewor; Tov 

,/.. " ' ' " ' 't't"-OTtf-tOV oatpOVO<; j TJ D'Y]I\.OV OT£ 'TT'TEpWTOV TE 
\ ( I \ \ "'() J "' \ \ V'TT''Y]VEfJ-tOV /CaTa TO 'Y] 0<; aVTOV !Cat T'YJV J7Tt-

() ' d ""I ,1..1 t1 vptav, apa TOt<; 'TT'Vevp.aut 't'epopevov, o7rotov<; 
' B ' () '() ' ' , TOV<; opeaoa<; eve VJ.l-1] TJCTav Te Kat erypa'frav oi 

rypacpe'ir;, JA.acppovr; Te Kat pempulov<;, Tat<; Tov 
liS 'TT'aTpo<; alJpat<; ; aXX' JKe'ivot 

,, \ '1'1' 07T'OTe OV/\.1] eteV, E7reoet/CVVVTO TTJV aVTliJV ovva-
1 1 ,.,. , , , , 'A 

fJ-tV, TeliJ<; O€ pETa TliJV a"-1\.liJV 'Y/PWWV EV T'!J pyo'i 
' "- "" ' \ , ·, CTVVe'TT'IYiOV VaVT£1\.1\.0f-tEVOt Kat TaAAa 7rpaTTOVTE<; 

ouSevo<; 0 oe TroV cptXoSOEwv avoprov 
I t \ I ) 1 ,.., 'ill I 7rpOCTTaTTJ<; aet fl-ETEWpO<;, OVOE7TOTE "fTJ<; e1 a7TTO-

p.eVO<; ouoe Ta'TT'etvov TtVO<;, aXXa V'l/r'YJAO<; Kat 
119 I \ '() I I \ I peTaputo<;, OTav p.ev at pta<; TVXTJ Kat rya'A.1JVTJ<; 

-A ,.., ,1.. I \ J "" I t \ ,.. 
'Y/ f:>E't'VpOV TtVO<; e7Tletf€liJ<; 7TVeOVTO<;, aet pa'A.Xov 

J "\. "\.. I I \ J \ 3 t J \ \ '()I arya"-"-OJ.l-EVO<; Te /Cat UVtliJV et<; aVTOV TOV at epa, 
AA I ' ',t.. ' 7TO a!Ct<; 0 EV CTICOTetvrp Ve't'et !CpV'TT'TOJ.l-EVO<;, 

1 6 Capps : lKEZ. 1 ivjrTT'fiiCEII Emperius: ¥rrT'fiK<v. 
8 cl.v"l"' Wilamowitz: lcl111. 

1 Cf. Aristoph. Aoh. ll. 
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those souls wander through life which, craven and 
impotent in the face of hardships, enslaved to 
pleasure, pleasure-loving, and carnally-minded, go 
on living a disgraceful and reprehensible life, not 
from choice, but because they have drifted into it. 

"And now, leaving this spirit, my discourse is 
eager, as in a contest, to bring in the third spirit, 
as the herald to bring in a chorus 1-I mean the 
ambitious one. He is not so very eager at present 
to contest, although he is naturally emulous about 
everything and demands to be first. However, the 
present trial is not concerned with the question of 
any fame or honour that may come to him, but with 
his abundant and merited dishonour. So come, 
what garb and appearance shall we give to the 
ambitious spirit? Or is it manifest that he shall be 
winged and buoyant in keeping with his character and 
ambition, floating along with the breezes like those 
sons of Boreas 2 whom artists have conceived and 
painted,lightlypoisedonhighandrunningincompany 
with their father's breezes? But while they used to 
display a power of their own whenever they pleased, 
yet for a time they went voyaging with the other 
heroes on the Argo, serving as their shipmates 
and performing the regular tasks as much as 
anyone. But the spirit who presides over men who 
love glory is always aspiring and never touches 
the earth or anything lowly; no, he is high 
and lifted up as long as he enjoys a cahn and clear 
sky or a gently blowing zephyr, feeling ever happier 
and happier and mounting to the very heavens, but 
often he is enwrapped in a dark cloud when accom-

1 God of the north wind. His sons sailed on the Argo with 
Jason to get the Golden Fleece. 
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, <:- t:' \ ' \ • '· ' 1 Kat 't' oryov 7rapa 
TWV 7roi\i\wv av&pw7rwv, &epa7r€V€t Kat 
Ttf.IJi Kat avTOU , t: 
a7r€O€t,;€V. 

120 0 ' ' \ ' ' "" ' " voev rye f-1-1JV 7rpoueot/C€V eve/Cev 
" ) ,.. )f I ,, )/ \ 

OUT€ a€TOt<; OUT€ ryepavotr; OUT€ ai\i\w TlV£ 'TrT'YJVW 
I I rf-' 'i\i\1 ,f ' ,' ryevet T'YJV 'f>vuw, a a Jl-a ov av Tt<; avTov 

, " 'I I (.) I \ \ I 7rpoueucauete TrJ Kapwv fJlatrp Kat 7rapa cpvutv 
\I ) I 

't'opq,, ov ovvaTov TEXV'YJf-1-a €7rtXetp1JuavTor; Llat-
121 8ai\ov Texv1}uau&at. Totryapouv v7ro veaT'Y}Tor; Kat 

'i\ Y' ' ' Ll " '·'· i\' ,, a a,.ovetar; €7rWVf1-WV V't'Tf oTepor; TWV auTpwv 
"", B ' ' , 'y- , 't'epeu at, XPOVOV f.I-€V Ttva €CT'f:''>€TO {jpaxvv, 
xai\Wf-1-fVWV oe TWV 8ECTfl-WV Kat TOU KTJpou 
p€ovTor;, €7rwvvf1-£av a7ro Tov8e Tw 7r€i\aryE£ 

122 ' .. '"" ' Ll , ' ' " 7rapeuxev, OV7rep 1J't'avtuun 7reuwv. KaKewor; ' B I \ I ,I.. ... ,, I ,.. 
aCT €V€CTt Kat ICOV't'Ot<; T'f:' OVTt 7rtCTT€VCTU<; 7rT€pO£<;, 

i\€ryw 8€ Ttjl-atr; T€ Kat E7raivotr; imo TWV avB pw-

7rWV TWV 7/"0i\i\wv ror; fTVX€ E'Trt-
rf-i\" I> ill ,J..' I,J..f \ CT't'a W<; Ka£ aCTTUUf£1JTW<; 't'€p€Tat Kat 't'epet TOV 

, "' \ ' " Y' i\ ' \ ' ' " avopa TOV aVTOV '>Tf WT1JV T€ Kat V7rTJp€TYJV, VVV 
\ t • '" i\ \ \ I ,.. I !-£€V v 't' 1J ov Kat Jl-aKaptov 7roi\A..otr; cpatvofLevov 
'i\ <:-I .. I I "B " ' 7ra £V oe av Ta7retvov T€ Kat a i\tov Totr; T€ 

a"A.i\otr; Kat 7rpwTrp Kat fLai\tuTa avTru 8oKOVVTa. 
123 J <:;, I > ,!.. 'i\ \ J \ <:;, ' 

Et oe Trp ov 't'£ ov 7rT1JVOV avTov otavoetu&at Kat 
,.. r \ 'rl.. 1 , , ,.. ,.. , I 1:' 

7rOt€tV, 0 0€ a't'Of£0£0VTW aVTOV TTJ TOV ,;£OVO<; 
1>1 

xa €7r'{J Kat fJlatrp 't'opa T€ !Cat aVa"fiC'[J, Tpoxov 
t I I i\ t I \ ' I 

Ttvor; pVfLrJ ICVIC rp ICtVOVf£€VOV T€ Kat cpepof.A.evov. 
, \ ' ' ' .... .... ov ryap a7reotKO<; ovoe fLaKpav o'Y} Twv uocpwv T€ 

\ "'",.. t 1 " +. t \ 2 r ' Ka£ ICOfL't'wv etKaCTfLaTwv Et'YJ av ovoe o Tpoxor; 

o6'v TV Te f-1-€Ta-
{joi\fi 7ravv 7rept&€wv, Jv o€ Tfi 

l ljt&')'ou Emperius: cp&{:Jou. 
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parried by some unpopularity or censure from the 
many people whom he courts and honours and has 
appointed to the mastery over his own happiness. 

"As to his safety, this spirit is not at all to be 
classed with either eagles or cranes or any other 
feathered species; nay, one might rather liken 
his flight to the violent and unnatural soaring of 
Icarus,l whose father undertook to contrive a device 
that proved disastrous. So then the lad, moved by 
the conceit of youth and desiring to soar above the 
stars, was safe enough for a short time, but when the 
fastenings became loose and the wax ran, he gave his 
name from this circumstance to the sea where he fell 
to be seen no more. Just so with this spirit of 
ambition : When he also puts his faith in weak and 
truly airy wings-! mean the honours and plaudits 
bestowed at haphazard by the general crowd-he floats 
away on his perilous and unsteady voyage, taking with 
him the man, his admirer and henchman, who now 
appears to many to be high and blessed, but now 
again seems low and wretched, not only to others, 
but first and foremost to himself. But if there be 
anyone who does not care to conceive of and portray 
him as winged, let him liken him to Ixion, constrained 
to cruel and violent gyrations as he is rapidly whirled 
round and round on a wheel. Indeed, the com-
parison of the wheel with reputation would not be 
unfitting nor far inferior in truth to the clever 
and brilliant metaphors of the rhetoricians : by its 
shifting movement it very readily turns round, 

1 Son of Daedalus, who essayed to fly with his father's wings. 
The portion of the Aegean Sea that lies between Myconos and 
the mainland of Asia Minor was called the Sea of Icarus. 

a Emperius: oov. 
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71"av-ro'ia lwa"flCal;rov 1 xa,.,. 
flavetv ,.,aA.Xov lj 0 TWV Kepa,.,f.rov Td E71"1 au-rw 

124 "'\ ' >f <." \ ' I ' 71""'aTTOf£t!Va. avopa 01] TOLOUTOV t!LAOUfJ-fVOV 
ael Kal 7rt!ptcpepof£€VOV, KOAaKa T€ Kal 
lJxA.rov ev EKKA1JCTLaL<; lj lj (3aCTLAErov 
lj -rupavvrov A.eryof£Evatr:; cptX£atr:; Kal Bepa7re£a1r:;, 
-r£<; ovK &v -rf)<; cpvCTero<; Kal -rov (3£ou; 
"'\I "'' J " ' Q !"'\ 2 "'eryro oe oux or; av eau-rou t-JE"'TLCTTa 7rpoeCT-
T1JKw<; 71"0AV Tt 7r"A.f)Bo<; avBpw7rrov 71"EtBo'i Kat. 
A.oryrp fl-ET' euvo£ar; Kat OtKatOCTVV1J<; 71"Etpil-rat 
/JUB ,.,tl;etv TE Ka£ llryetv e7rl -ra (3eA.-r£ro. 

125 'Ex€-rro Kal OVTO<; 0 oa£wl)v TEAO<;, l'va 
vvv CTTOAa<; T€ Kat f£0pcpa<; 7rpoCTnB€v-re<; aU-rw 

\ '''\.A.. \ I "\.' \ '' &. Kat Ta"' a Ta 7rpOCT1]KOVTa 71"0"'UV Kat a71"€tpOV 
126 elCTcpepWf£€8a A.oryrov lJxA.ov. er1] o' &v avTOV TO 

wr:; ev (3paxe'i 7rEpt"A.a(3e'iv, cptA.ovetKov, 
aV01JTOV, xavvov, aA.al;ove£q Kal S1JAOTU71"[a Kal 
71"ilCTt TOt<; TOtoVTOtr:; evoxov 3 xaA€71"o'ir:;' Kat 
' I I l] tl \ ,.. 

a-yptotr:; 71"aUECTtV. a7rav-ra ryap TaUTa cptXo-
' I ,.,.,. ,.. ) I \ )f 

TLfl-Cf> -rpo7rrp 'f' UX1J'> aKotvrov1JTa Kat arypta 
127 Kal xaA.e7rd avaryK1] 71"ilCTa CTUVE71"eCTBat, en oe 

auTOV 71"0AV f£€TaXA.aTT€tV elKOr; 4 Kal avw,.,aXov 
exetv Otavotav, ciTe avro,.,aA.rp 00UA€VOVTa Kal 

I I 1 \ I 

71"VKVOTep,ov KU,' CTuvexeu-
Tepov 1} TOU<; /CUVl]"fETar:; cpaCTt xatpOVTa 
Xv7roVf£EVov· eKe£votr:; ryap fl-cLAtCTTa -rovTo 
71"AEtCTTOV Kal CTuvexeCTTaTov CTUf£{3a£vew Xeryouut, 
cpatvOt-tEV1J<; 7€ /Cal, a7ro"A.Xvf£EV1]<; Tfj<; llrypar:;· chav 

128 fl-EV ryap Te Kal E71"awot CTvf£fla£vroCTtv 

1 &.vCt'YI«i.(wv Reiske: &.v"'YI<d(eL. 
2 £avTofi {JDmaTa Uapps, cf. Or. lxix. 2 and Xen. Mem, 

s. 2. 2: a1TCl Tov fJ•>.TtaTov. 
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and in its revolutions forces the soul to assume all 
kinds of shapes, more truly than the potter's wheel 
affects the things that are being shaped upon it. 
Such a man, ever turriing and revolving, a flatterer 
of peoples and crowds, whether in public assemblies 
or lecture halls, or in his so-called friendship with 
tyrants or kings and his courting of them-who would 
not feel pity for his character and manner of living? 
I am not speaking of the man, however, who, 
having managed his own life admirably, endeavours 
by the persuasion of speech combined with good-
will and a sense of justice to train and direct a great 
multitude of men and to lead them to better things. 

" Let us, then, come to an end with this spirit, 
too, for I should prefer at the present time not to 
provide him with clothing and shape, and his other 
appurtenances, and thus add a great and endless 
throng of words. Put briefly, then, he could be 
characterized as contentious, foolish, and conceited, 
and a prey to vainglory,jealousy, and all such difficult 
and savage emotions. For it is quite inevitable that 
all these unsociable and savage and difficult feelings 
should accompany the honour-seeking type of soul, 
and it is natural that he should change his mind often 
and be inconsistent-inasmuch as he serves and courts 
so fickle a thing-alternating between joy and sorrow 
more often and continuously than hunters are said 
to do. For they say this is their especial and most 
continuous experience, when they sight the game and 
then lose it again. So it is with the ambitious: 
When good repute and praise come their way, their 

a i!voxov Capps, cf. Plut. M or. 965 f. and Lives 727 d: 
eyytaTa. 

• elKos, found in P only, restored by Capps. 
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souls are magnified and swell and show a wondrous 
burgeoning, just like the shoot of the sacred olivel 
that they tell of at Athens, which swelled and grew 
to full size in a single day. But, alas! they soon 
wither again and droop and die when censure and 
obloquy overtake them. And Delusion, the most con-
vincing thing imaginable, besets this spirit also. For 
while the miser's delusion and the hedonist's were not 
able to promise them definitely a brilliant fruition, and 
did not open the door for their dupes to exalted and 
splendid destinies, but merely whispered and sug-
gested to them the names of the blessings in 
prospect, it is otherwise with the Delusion of ambi-
tion. Fascinating her victim with her charms and 
spells, she tells him he is a lover of all that is good 
and leads him towards notoriety as to some virtue 
or fair renown. So I shall be tempted here again 
to make a second allusion to the same story of lxion. 
'Tis said that in his eagerness for the blissful union 
with Hera he embraced a dark and dismal cloud 
and became the parent of a useless and monstrous 
brood, the curious hybrid race of the centaurs. 
And in the same way he who has been disappointed 
in his love for true fame and has then dallied with a 
lust for notoriety has in reality been consorting with 
a cloud without knowing it instead of enjoying 
intercourse with the divine and august. And from 
such associations and unions nothing useful or 
serviceable can come, but only strange irrational 
creations that resemble the centaurs-I mean the 
political acts of certain demagogues and the treatises 

1 Sacred to Athena, who according to one version is said 
to have planted the first one on the Acropolis of Athens. See 
Herodotus 8. 55. 
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, ' , d ' ''A.. ' ' , TOC:,U EXW OUU E.yaryov Kat ecpv/:3ptua Kal fLET' 

TepTrv' ETraBov- Ta oe AOtTrlt Kal IJA-/:3ta 'lraVTa 
7\.e"A-etTrTat, 

136 \ 1-,. \ () I ' \ \ ' Kat /La"'tUTa TOV avaTOV aH 7rpo ocpBa"A-fLWV 
DeiKVVUtV, ETt TWV DVV'Y}UOfLfV'fJ 1 
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of the sophists; for both sophists and demagogues are 
purely mercenary leaders. But in saying this I 
distinguish the generals and educators and statesmen 
from those whom I have just mentioned, all of whom 
may well be assigned to that spirit of ambition and 
be counted in its faction and following. 

" And now I have described those who are under 
the sway of each of the spirits named ; but very often 
two or all of them get hold of the same individual, 
make conflicting demands upon him, and threaten 
that, if he does not obey, they will inflict severe 
penalties upon him. The pleasure-loving spirit bids 
him to spend money on pleasures and to spare neither 
gold nor silver nor anything else he has, while the 
avaricious and parsimonious spirit objects, and 
checks him and threatens that it will destroy him 
with hunger, thirst, and utter beggary and want, so 
surely as he heeds the other. Again, the spirit that 
loves distinction counsels and encourages him to 
sacrifice all that he has for the sake of honour, but 
the other spirit opposes and blocks this one. And 
indeed, the lover of pleasure and the lover of fame 
can never be in accord or say the same thing ; for 
the one despises fame, thinks it nonsense, and often 
cites the lines of Sardanapallus : 

'What I have eaten and wantoned, the joys I 
have had of my amours, 

These alone have I now. The rest of my blessings 
have vanished.' 1 

And especially does this spirit ever keep death 
before his eyes, warning him that when dead he will 

1 See Preger, Inscriptiones Graecae Metricae 232. 

1 ovv11crop.ev'l Reiske: ovv1J1IOp.evos. 
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JL€TarTX€tV' 0 Oe f/>tA.ooogo<; arraryet 1 T€ 
) ,./,. 1-,. '1:' I ) 11:' 

a'f'e"'Ket TWV 7Joovwv, Ta T€ Ka£ Td,<; A.o£-
137 Oopia<; €7ravaT€tVOJL€VO<;. OVK exwv ovv tJ 7rot1frr, 'rf I ' I ;t 

Kat 07rOt TPU7rl]Tat KaTaOVff7JTat,2 arroOtOparr-
A." I > \ I \ " K€t 7r0 "'aKt<; TO ffKOTOS' 7r€tparat AaV(}a-
""' ( ' 'J' () ' t "" t Tf[> €Teprp at Kat V7r7JpET€tv' o Oe 

""" "\1 , \' \ I )\ H 
OKa"',V7rT€t €£<; TO JLEUOV aVTOIJ €AK€£. 

138 ovrw 07J 'lfrVXlJV otaif>opovJLEV7JV Te Kat otaurrw-
' ) I ) I \ 1 t" 

JLEV1JV, rrore ev JLaxv Kat urarret ot'l}veKe'i 1rpo<; 
t ' " , ' ' .... , aVT7JV ovuav, ava'Y"lJ rrpo<; 1rarrav af/>tKve'iu()at 

Sv ' u ' ' ' , ' rTTVXLav. wurrep ryap Ta VOU7JJLaTa aA.A.nA.ot') 
) -,. f ) I 1:' "I 

errtrr"'eKOJLEVa, Tavavna ooKovvTa 7roA."AaKt') 
XaA.. ' ' , ... ' , ' , , J €7r7JV Kat arropov 7TO£Et T1JV tarrtv, TOV avTOIJ 

1' I ) I I () \ 
OtJLat Tporrov avaryK'I} ryt'Yverr at rwv TfjS' 
•'• I \ I y VX7J'> UVJLJLl"/VVJLevwv Te rTVJLrr"AeKOJLevwv elr; 
TO auTO 7raewv. 

139 'AA.A.IZ JLeraA.afJovTer; Kaeapav Te Kat 
KpeLTTW TfjS' 7T poTEpov apfLOVia<; TOll aryaeov Ka£ 
uwif>pova VJLVWJL€V oaiJLova Kat' eeov, Ol') 'TrOT€ ,, .... ,, '()' 
eKetvou Tuxetv e7reKA.wuav arya Mo'ipat 7rat-

' t ... ' ' veta<; vrytovr; Kat A.oryov JLETa'AafJovrrt.a 

1 &,.&-yet Reiske: 1!-yet. • tca.-aa6cnrrat More!: tca.-aa6cre.-at. 
, 3 ifETaAaf3ovut the MSS. have teal '1TE7rpwp.€vov mhots 

<:K B•wv •y•v•-ro, Deleted by Emperius ae interpolated from 
the Dio of Synesius. 
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be able to enjoy no pleasures any longer. But the 
spirit that courts fame leads, yea, drags him away 
from pleasure by keeping him in mind of the censure 
and reproach that will be his. Not knowing, there-
fore, what to do or whither to turn and hide himself, 
he often runs away into the darkness and under its 
cover tries to please and serve the second spirit, but the 
other finds him out and drags him into the open, and 
his soul, thus torn and distracted and ever in battle 
and ceaseless strife with itself, cannot but end its 
course in utter misery. For just as a complication of 
maladies, that often seem to conflict with one another, 
makes the cure difficult and well-nigh hopeless, so, 
in my opinion, must the situation be when different 
affections of the soul are mingled and entwined 
into one. 

"But come, let us attain a pure harmony, better 
than that which we enjoyed before, and extol the 
good and wise guardian spirit or god-us who the 
kindly Fates decreed should receive Him when we 
should have gained a sound education and reason." 

233 



THE FIFTH DISCOURSE: 
A LIBYAN MYTH 

It has been suggested by some that the Libyan myth told 
in the fifth Discourse was one of a collection of myths ascribed 
to a certain Cybissus, a Libyan. Others discredit this view 
and hold that we have here one of the many stories told 
about Lamia, a fabulous she-monster, the daughter of Scylla, 
who devoured the flesh of children and young men. Hirzel, 
in his book Der Dialog, suggests that this myth was invented 
by Dio himself. The same myth seems to be referred to in 
the seventy-third section of the fourth Discourse, and von 
Arnim believes it formed an alternative ending for it and 
that Arethas (archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia in the 
first part of the tenth century A. D.) supplied it with an intro-
duction of his own and made it a separate Discourse. 

A similar story is told by Lucian in Vera Historia, II, 76. 
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l MMov At/3viCOv EIC7rovetv !Cat 7repl Ttt Totavm 
ICaTaTp£/3etv TiJV 7rep't cpt:.\o7rov!av ov" 

) \ I ' I ) I 1 \ ,.., p.ev, ov ryap, ov TouTwv S'YJAOV 
avepw7rwv a7roveuovTwv, a:.\:.\' 

tl ' ',./.. I '"'\. I ,.., \ \ OVIC a'l'eteTeov o"'trywptq, •rrept Ta TotavTa 
'BA I , \ " ' f .... ' a 0 Taxa ryap av 'TrOT€ ICa£ 'Y}fl.£!1 XPH'XV 

ov cpauA'Y}ll 7rapacrxot EAteop.eva 'lrTJ TO o€ov 
2 ' Q ........ ' ' , ()' teat 7rapat-Ja"'"'op.eva overt !Cat aft.'Y} ecrtv. 8' I \ ) I f I e TotaVT1J !Cat op.ota p.ot 

Ootee'i Tf} Twv ryewprywv ep.7retp£q, 7rept Ttt cpvTa, 
Uv7rep ry£ryv'Y}Tat· eteetvot ryap €v£oTe 

) I \ ) I ) ()' \ t ,../.. 1 /Cat ev !Cat 
Ttt ijp.epa tea£ teap7rocp6pa avT' 
TOV ICal. wcp€:.\tp.ov an' TO 

3 ,/.. I " \ ' ,/.. I () 1 'I'VTOV. OVTW O'IJ /Cat avwye:.\ecrt p.v evp.acrt 
"\1 'Q'()' I \ ri-.1 "'oryor; €Jl.t-J"''YJ €£<; !Cat crvp.'l'epwv ovo€ 
' ... " .. ' "'\. ' ' to\ eiCetva etacrev etvat p.aT'I}V "'eryop.eva. TVXov oe 

!Cat Ot 7rpwTot cruvn()EVT€<; avTa 7rpor; 7"£ TOtoVTOV 
crvv€eecrav, alvtTTop.evot !Cat 

4 opBwr; imo:.\ap./3avetv. Tooe p.ev 
7rpoo£p.tov, wr; TOV vop.ov. TO AOt7rOV o' 

1 otl yap, otl TO!hwv Capps: otl yd.p otl Twv. Wyttenbach 
proposed ovv for the second ou. 

1 See Fourth Discourse, § 73 f. 
• The wording and thought recall Plato, Phaedrus, 229 d. 
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A LIBYAN MYTH 

To develop a Libyan myth 1 and to fritter away 
one's industry upon such a subject is not a promising 
undertaking,2-indeed not, since these themes do not 
incline the most able men to imitation. Neverthe-
less, we must not refrain because of their contempt 
from dallying with such themes. For perhaps we 
ourselves should derive no small benefit if the 
myth in some way were given the right turn and 
became a parable of the real and the true. Now 
when one employs his powers to such an end, he 
suggests to me the farmer's t.reatment of Rlant-lif:, 
when it is successful. Sometimes by graftmg culti-
vated and fruit-bearing scions on wild and barren 
stocks and making them grow there, he changes 
a useless and unprofitable plant into a useful and 
profitable one. And in just the same way, when 
some useful and edifying moral is engrafted on 
an unprofitable legend, the latter is saved from 
being a mere idle tale. Perhaps, too, those who 
composed these tales in the first place composed 
them for some such purpose, using allegory and 
metaphor for such as had the power to interpret 
them aright. So much by way. of to 
ode, as someone has said.3 It still remams to recite 

a A reference to Plato's expression in his Laws 722 d, 
Td 1)' Efl-7Tpoafl€v -?jv 7TrlVTa 7TpoolJ.Ua VOfl-WV, "All that 
precedes were preludes to our ?des, or !aws." Cicero (de 
Legibua 2. 7. 16) also refers to th1s expresswn. 
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a , , , , ,, , , :A , '"'e 
v eT avTov et'l} Tov vop.ov 7J Tov p.v ov Xe7etv Te 

o;ro£rp p.aXtuTa acpop.otovp.ev elKaup.a-r.•. 

5 A I ' 1"\ ' () I 9 I ' E'J€Ta£ 'Jap 7fa"-at 7TOTe 'l]pt(J)V €£Vat T£ 
Xax' '" '" ' ' €7TOV Kat a'Jptov, 7T "-E£UTOV Kat p.aAtUTa 
'Jl'JVOp.evov ev iloe 

' • , \ " " 1:' " ., ., 
'Jap 'I] X(J)pa Kat VVV ET£ 00/€€£ 

cpepetv ep7TeTOOV T6 Kat /J,>.,:>.,(J)V 
6 e p1 • ? .. , - , I , 7J £(J)V, EV 6£Vat Kat TOVTO TO V7r€p OV 

,.. f "\., , 8 , ,.. , , 
VVV 0 UVV 6TOV T'1JV TOV tOeav o' , " , " , uxe OV €/€ T(J)V 7f"-€£UTOV otacpepoVT(J)V, , , " e !::'' , , I aTo7Tov, 7f"'avau at oe avTo p.expt Ti]uoe 

7 () X ' ' ' ' ' "'" " ., a 67ft T7JV '"'vpnv eveKa. B'l}piiv 
' ' ' ' , 1 () , ' , p.ev 7ap Kat Ta a'Jpta 'l}pta, T€ Kat 

0 'A t ' "" ' ' ' 7Tap a eKetva Te Kal. 
' I '' \ \ I(:} I Kat Ta 7TpofJaTa, p,aXtuTa oJ fjoeuBat " " , e , , "' , d T'{/ T(J)V av pW7T(J)V U'Jpa. (J)V 07J Kat €V€K6V ervrvv-. 
',1, " {) ""' ' ' I 1 11 at T(J)V 0£KOVJ-t€V(J)V ftEXpt Ti}'> 

8 >I \:'\ f I 1"\ e I I I 
€UT£ oe 'I} K0"-7T0'> aXaTT'I]'> e7fl. 

7TOAV Ti]'> Kat -rptrov f}p,eprov, cpaut, 7fA0V'> 
> "\ I "\ I " t' \ 

7T"'eovut. TO£'> oe KaTevexOe'iutv ov" 
\>1"\ t' r Q I\ etvat Tov EK7T"'ovv ovvaTov· tJpaxea 7 ap Kat 

lt'at Tatv£at p.aKpa£ ftEXP' 7ToXXov 
Ot7JKovuat 7TavTa7Tauw 117Topov Kal. ovuKoXov 

I \ 1"\. ) I J J 7Tapexovut TO OV 'JUp €UT£ KaT EK6tVa 
TO BaXaTT'IJ'> a'J'JELOV KaOapov, xavvo-.2 OE Kat 
vap,p.W01J'> 0 t>v eKoexeTa£ TO 7fEAarvo-. 

10 1 0 \ >I 1 "() 9 () I I I OV ev EX(J)V UTepeov. 0 ev Otp.at Te ft6'JaAat 
\ I J J '"" I "' I Kat X(J)J-taTa EV avTrp 'Jt'JVOVTa£ •'•au.li.OV 
() I J "" I (;} I \ '#' fr" I 

Ka U7r6p ev T'{/ X(J)Pq. UVJ-ttJaLVet TO TOtoUTOV a7fo 
I > " ""\ "\ ' \ " 11:' 7TVevp.aT(J)V, €/€€£ p.a/\.1\.0V V7TO TOV eun 

o€ "a' Ttt KVKA'f' TOtavTa uxeoov, ep'l}p,ta Kal 
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and sing the ode itself, that is, the myth which tells 
to what we may best liken the human passions. 

Once upon a time, so runs the story, there was 
a dangerous and savage species of animal whose main 
haunt was in the uninhabited regions of Libya. For 
that country even to this day seems to produce all 
sorts of living creatures, reptiles as well as other kinds. 
Now among them was the species with which this 
story has to deal. It had a body that, in general, 
was a composite thing of the most incongruous parts, 
an utter monstrosity, and it used to roam as far as 
the Mediterranean and the Syrtis in search of food. 
For it hunted both the beasts of prey such as the 
lion and the panther, even as those hunt the deer 
and the wild asses and the sheep, but took the 
most delight in catching men ; and this is why it 
used to come near the settlements even as far as the 
Syrtis. The Syrtis is an arm of the Mediterranean 
extending far inland, a three days' voyage, they 
say, for a boat unhindered in its course. But those 
who have once sailed into it find egress impossible; 
for shoals, cross-currents, and long sand-bars ex-
tending a great distance out make the sea utterly 
impassable or troublesome. For the bed of the sea 
in these parts is not clean, but as the bottom is 
porous and sandy it lets the sea seep in, there 
being no solidity to it. This, I presume, ex-
plains the existence there of the great sand-bars 
and dunes, which remind one of the similar con-
dition created inland by the winds, though here, of 
course, it is due to the surf. The surrounding 
country is very much the same-a lonely stretch 

1 X"VIIDJ Capps: t<oi'A.ot. 
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ll B'iver;. a:\1\a ryap TOVr; T€ vavaroilr; chro T.ry<; 
Ba:\aTTIJ'> E7Tavt!JVrar; Kat er nvar; TWV Atf]VWl' 
/Car' avaryiC'I}V 1} 7T:\aVWf.LEl'OVr; E7Ttcpal7io-
f.L€Va {jp7Tate ra B'l]pia. 

12 'H S€ cpvcnr; avrwJJ rov uwftaTor; Kat lUa 
rotaSe Ta ftEJJ 7Tpouw7ToJJ "fVJJatKe'iov evetSov<> 
rvvatdr;, J-taurot Se Kat 7To:\v n ICa:\1\tuTa 
Kat rpax'IJ"-or;, 07To'ia ouT€ 7TapfH.vov BJJI)T1J'> revotr' 
hv OUT€ VVftrp'IJ<; aKJ.LatovU'I}<; OUT€ 7T:\anwv lj 
rpacf>wv ovDelr; a7Tet1Cauat• TO S€ 1 

XPWfta :\af.L7TPOTaTOV, Kat a7To TWV OftfttXTWV 
cfn:\ocppouvv'IJ Kat Lftepor; Tals Y.vxa'ir; EJJE7Tt7Trev, 

13 o7Tore 7Tpou£Sot Ttr;• To S€ :\ot7Tov uwfta uiC:\'YJpov 
Te Kat llpp'IJKTOJJ cpo:\iut, Kat To rcaTw 7Tav l1cptr;· 
< I <;' \ r/, "\ \ "r/, 1"\ > \:' I \ VO"TUT'IJ 0€ IC€'t'a"''YJ TOV O't'EW<; f.LU"'a aVatO'YJ'>• Ta 
S€ B?Jpia TavTa 2 7TTepwTa ftEV ov :\eryerat "fEJJeuBat, 
KaBa7Tep at' ucpiryryer;-ov'De Dta:\eryeuBat, ror; 
EKe'ivat, ovSe lll\:\'l}v Uvat a:\1\a uvpiTTetV 

14 ftOVOV, W0"7Tep oi SpaKOVTer;, Se 7T(itwv 
chravTWV TtXXlUTa, ror; ft'I]DEVa llv 7TOT€ EICc/Jvrye'i:JJ 
aha· Kat TWV ftEV /1:\:\wv a:\!Cfj 1CpaT€'i:V, avBpw7TWV 
S€ a7TtXT'[J, 7TapacpaivovTa TtZ un]B'YJ Kat TOV<; j-tau-
TOV<;, Kat &.fta 7TpoufJ:\e7ToVTa ICaTa"f01JTevetv n 
real epwTa EJ.LfJa:\:\etv Dewov ,-.ryr; Oj-tt:\iar;· Kat 
rovr; J-tfV 3 7rpoudvat KaBa7Tep Ttt S€ ftEVetv 
aTpEf.LOVVTa ICaL ICaTW 7TOA:\a1Ct<; fJ:\e7TOVTa, ftlftOV-

15 ftEVa rvva'i!Ca /COO" J.Liav, "fEVOft€VOV o' E"f"fV'> uvvap-
exetv rap Kd xe'ipar; {}l]ptwDetr;, &r; 

U7TOKpV7TT€tv TEwr;. 0 f.LEV ovv ocptr; evBvr; Da/COJV 

1 o€ Arnim: .,... • 'Tav'Ta Reiske: 
3 p.ev added by Reiske. 
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of sandy dunes. However that may be, if ship-
wrecked mariners came inland or any Libyans were 
compelled to pass through or lost their way, the 
beasts would make their appearance and seize them. 

The general character and appearance of their 
body were as follow : The face was that of a 
woman, a beautiful woman. The breasts and bosom, 
and the neck, too, were extremely beautiful, the 
like of which no mortal maid or bride in the bloom 
of youth could claim, nor sculptor or painter will 
ever be able to reproduce. The complexion was of 
dazzling brightness, the glance of the eyes aroused 
affection and yearning in the souls of all that beheld. 
The rest of the body was hard and protected by 
scales, and all the lower part was snake, ending in 
the snake's baleful head. Now the story does not 
say that these animals were winged like the sphinxes 
-nor that they, like them, spoke or made any sound 
whatever except a hissing noise such as dragons 
make, very shrill-but that they were the swiftest 
of all land creatures, so that no one could ever escape 
them. And while they overcame other creatures 
by force, they used guile with man, giving them a 
glimpse of their bosom and breasts and at the same 
time they infatuated their victims by fixing their 
eyes upon them, and filled them with a passionate 
desire for intercourse. Then the men would ap-
proach them as they might women, while they on 
their part stood quite motionless, often dropping 
their eyes in the manner of a decorous woman. 
But as soon as a man came within reach they 
seized him in their grasp; for they had clawlike 
hands too, which they had kept concealed at first. 
Then the serpent would promptly sting and kill 
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' ' , ' ""' ' ""' ' ' 81 a'TT'EKTEtvEll a'TT'O TOV £0V' TOll 01:" liEKpOV KaTEU £0V-
U£V d,p,a TE o 8cpts Kat TO flAAO 8TJplov. 

16 ''Ooe p,ev on o p,v8or;, ov 'TT'atUrp 7rAau8etr;, &>r; 
b-ll ?]nov V 8pauu aKOAaUTOV, aAAa TOt<; 

Kat TeJ\.etoTepav acppoa-VVTJV ucp' 
oevoo p,eTevex8etr; Tax' b-v lKavwr; Jmoet:gat 

' ,., , , .... , 8 " I " OVVatTO 07r0£0ll EUT£ TO TWV E7r£ Vf.l-£WV ryevo<;, OT£ 
.. I 8 I<;:, >I r <;:, I a"'oryot ova-at Kat 7Jptwoetr;, E7rE£Ta TJOOli7Jll Ttlla 

I I \ J 1 7rapaoE£KVVOVUa£, 7rpoa-aryop,evat TOV') aV07JTOV') 
a'TT&T'[l Kat "/07JTElq, OtatBelpova-tv ofKT£UTa Kat 

17 .... ' "' 1 ' <;:, ' ' '""8 " e"'eetvoTaTa. a XPTJ eotevat 7rpo o'f' aJ\.p,wll 
, tl ' ""' ' "'\ ,.. 2 ' EXOVTa<;, WU'TT'Ep EKE£Va Tap,opp,OI\.VKE£a TOV') 7ratoa<; 
t I \ \ ,/..,.. ,\ 1'\ " , \ O'TrOTav 7rapa Katpov TPO'f''YJ'> 7J 'TT'atota<; 7J aAAOV TtvCI" 
operyWliTat,Kat O'TrOTall -rpvcpfJr:;3 XP17P,&Twll 
A>,1,. <;:,I A"'lf: A>l._ ... I r<;:, "'" TJ a'f'pootU£WV 'YJ OOs'YJ'> 'YJ a"'"'TJ'> TtVO<; 1J00li'YJ'> epWfJ-Ell, 

I I "' I 1 f.l-TJ'TT'OTE 7rpoa-tovTer; Tatr:; 7ravovpryotr; -ravTatr; a-vll-
8" ' ' ' " ' ' '" 'B 1 <;:, ""8 ap7raa- wp,ell v7r avTwv E7r o"'e prp ota'f' opli 

18 'TT'arrwll ala-xla-T'f/· Kat ry&p Tot Kat To 
" 18 I I ' "\. \ ' \ TOV p,v ov TaVT'{l TPE'TrEtll ov xai\.E'Tf'OV allopt 

aooJ\.euxv Kat 'TrAelw uxeoov eOet uxoAnll flryovn. 
ITpoa-n8€aa-t ryap &Jr; on flaa-tJ\.evr; Tt<; TOJll 

Atflvwll E'Trexetp'T]UEll aliEAEtV TOO€ TO cpvAOll Troll 

81']plwv, aryallaKTW!I Tfj OtacpBoplj. TOV 7\.aov. 
' <;:,\ ' " "'\ "'\ \ ' " ' Tvryxavetv oe avTWll 7ro"'"'a<; avTov KaTWKta-p,evar; 

t ' \ ' , t. ,' V7rep TTJV .:.vpnll opvp,ov KaTaAa/3ova-ar; 'TT'VKVOll 
19 TE Kat flrypwv. UVllaryaryoVTa On 7rAij8or; a-Tpa-

TOV 'TrOA ' I .I.. "' \ ' " 4 .. ' V, TOV') 'f'WI\.EOV<; EVpEtv' Etvat ryap 
1 &. Emperius : tta!. 
8 ..-& JlOpJloll.vttiia added by von der Muehll. 
3 ..-putp7;s Reiske: ..-pocp7;s. 
• .-oh <f>wl\eovs •Opiiv added by Capps after Arnim who 

noted the lacuna after 1rol\v and suggested the supplem;nt t<llll 
"TOVS <f>wl\eoVJ, 
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him with its poison ; and the dead body was devoured 
by the serpent and the rest of the beast together. 

Now this myth, which has not been invented for 
a child's benefit to make it less rash and ungovern-
able, but for those whose folly is greater and more 
complete, may perhaps, now that we have brought 
it into this context,! be able to show adequately the 
character of the passions, that they are irrational and 
brutish and that, by holding out the enticement of 
::lome pleasure, they win over the foolish by guile 
and witchery and bring them to a most sad and 
pitiable end. These things we should always keep 
before our eyes to deter us-even as those terrify-
ing images deter children when they want food or 
play or anything else unseasonably-whenever we 
are in love with luxury, or money, or sensual 
indulgence, or fame, or any other pleasure, lest, 
coming too near to these unscrupulous passions, we 
be seized by them for the most shameful destruction 
and ruin conceivable. And, indeed, to interpret the 
rest of the myth in this way would not be a 
difficult task for a clever man who perhaps has more 
time at his disposal than he should have. 

For this is what they add to the myth. A certain 
king of Libya attempted to destroy this breed of 
animals, angered as he was at the destruction of his 
people. And he found that many of them had 
established themselves there, having taken posses-
sion of a dense wild wood beyond the Syrtis. So 
he mustered a mighty host and found their dens. 
For they were not difficult to detect owing to the 

1 That is, brought into this Discourse from some other 
source to point a moral. See Introduction and the Fourth 
Discourse, § 73. 

24.3 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

ollfc acpave'ic; TOt<; T€ (T'Upp,a(T£ TWV lJcperov Kat 
oup,ryc; auToBev oewi}c; oihro 7T€pt-
uxoVTa 7TaVTaxoBev 7TVP Jp,j3aA,e'iv, Kal Ttl<; 
f.J-EV U7TOA'Y]cp8e£uac; 1 p,eTa TWV fTKV-
p,vrov, TOU<; o€ Atj3vac; cp€V"f€lV KaTa nfxo') 
a7TO TOV xroptov, VVKTa cwa-

p,expt, vop,£sovTec; 7ToAu 7T poetA'Y}cpevat, 
20 7Tapa 7TOTap,ov Ttva. TWV o€ e'T}ptrov 

07TOfTa a7rryV KaTa E7T€t0ry nfxtuTa iJuBovTo 
a7TOAroAOTa<; TOU<; cpwA,eovc;, 
uTpanav 1rpor; Tov 7TOTap,ov, Tovc; p,ev Jv 2 fl7rvrp 
/CaTaAa/3ovTa, TOUr; o€ llA.A.ouc; U7T€tp'T}dTa<; V7TO 

21 -roD K07TOV, OtacpBe'ipat 3 1ravuvOt. TOTe p,ev ovv 
aT€AE<; auTfj> ryeveu8at TO Try<; OtacpBopar; 
TOV ryevour;. fluTepov o€ 'HpaKA.ea fTUf.J-7Tauav 
ryryv Ka8a£povTa a7To Te Twv 87]piwv tcat Twv 
TUpavvrov /CUK€tfT€ acptKEfT8at, tcat TOV T€ T07TOV 
Jp,1rpryuat Kal Ttt cpevryovm J" Tov 1rupor; Ttt p,ev 
Tfj> FJ07TaA.rp 7Ta£oVTa /CaTarca£vetv, 07TOfTa op,oue 
#et, Tft o€ a7TOOtopauKovTa TOt<; j3EA€fTt. 

22 Tvxov ovv 4 0 p,vBor; alv[neTat A,eryrov TOU<; 
7ToAA.ouc; p,€v ei: 7rou nr; E7Texe£p'YJue Ka8rypat 
avTov wu7Tep l1/3aTov Kat p,euTov Ttva 
87]ptwv xaA€7TWV Timov, /Cat U7TOAEfTa<; 
TO TWV E7TtBup,twv elooc;, EA7Tiuac; 5 a7T'T}AAax8at 
/Cat Ota7T€cpeury€vat, OUK luxvpwc; aUTO opauac;, 
oA.tryov fluTepov V7TO TWV A€t7TOf.J-EVC!JV E7Tt8vp,twv 

23 Kat OtacpBapryvat' 'HpaKA.ea o€ TOll 
Lltoc; !Cat 'AA.Kf.J-1V'fJ<; tcat a7Tocpryvat 
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trails left by their serpents' tails and to the terrible 
stench that emanated from the dens. He thus 
surrounded them on all sides and hurled fire in upon 
them, so that, being cut off, they perished with 
their young. As for the Libyans, they fled with all 
haste from the region, resting neither night nor day, 
until, thinking they had gained a great start, they 
halted for rest beside a certain river. But those of 
the creatures who had been away hunting, as soon 
as they learned of the destruction of their dens, 
pursued the army to the river, and finding some 
asleep and others exhausted by the toil, destroyed 
them one and all. At that time, then, the task of 
destroying this brood was not completed by the 
king. Later, however-so the story continues-
Heracles, while clearing the whole earth of wild 
beasts and tyrants, came to this place too, set it on 
fire, and when the creatures were escaping from 
the flames, slew with his club all that attacked him, 
and with his arrows those that tried to run away. 

Now perhaps the myth is an allegory to show 
that, when the majority of men try to clear the 
trackless region of their souls, teeming with savage 
beasts, by rooting out and destroying the brood of 
lusts in the hope of then having got rid of them 
and escaped, and yet have not done this thoroughly, 
they are soon afterwards overwhelmed and destroyed 
by the remaining lusts; but that Heracles, the son 
of Zeus and Alcmene, carried the task through to 

1 a7rOA.7JcpiJel<ra.s Selden; hoA.<<<PIJ•i<ra.s. 2 Ell added by 
Emperius. 8 o<a.rf>IJ•Ipa.< Geel; '/5,.!cpe.,pa.v. 

• "b.v before deleted by Emperius. 
5 Amim reads EA...-i<r«VT«S and lipd<rrwra.s to agree with 

ToVs 1roA.A.oVs. 
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KaBapav /Catryf-1-€pov aU'TOV oufvotav· Kat Toiho 
av'Tfj> /3o{i'AecrBat Ori'Aovv Ti}<; ryi}<; nf-1-epwcrtv. 

24 Bo6:.\ecrBe ovv /3pax6 n Kat To'i<; vewTepot<; 1 

e:TnxaptCTWf-1-E()a 'TOV oihw ryap 
7T'avu 7T'€L80V'Tal av'Tfj> Kat VOf-1-LI;oucrtv a:.\'T}Be<;, &cr'T€ 
fJcrTepov 7T'O'Te cpacrtv €7rtrpavi]vat Toil ryevou<; Tov-
Tov j3aUt;oucrtv el<; Af-1-f-1-WVO<; ''EA-:.\1Jcrt Bewpo'i<; 
f-1-ETa 7T'o:.\:.\i}<; ouvaf-1-ew<; 7rapa7TEf-1-7T'oucr7J<; i71'7T'ewv 

25 Kat ryap aV'TOl8 E7T't Btvo<; 'TtvO<; 
Ka'TaKe'icrBat ryuva'iKa, otcpBepav f7Tt/3e/3A-'Y}f-1-€V7JV 
avwBev, &cr7rep ai A£j3ucrcrat, E7T't0€tKVV€lV oe Ta 

Kat 'TOV<; Kat 'TOV 'TpaX7J:.\ov ava-
K:.\wcrav. /Cat 'TOV<; U7T'OA-aj3e'iv e/C 'TtVO<; /CWf-1-'YJ<; 
TWV hatpovcrwv nva ryuvatKc;JV f.VTavBa Uvat 

26 TOV lJxA-ov. ovo o€ 'TtVM veaVLCTKOU<; EK7T:.\a-
ryev'Ta<; TO eZoo<; Uvat BaTepov 'TOV 
eTepov 2 cf>Bavovm. 'TO oe B'T]piov, e:.\aj3ev aU'TOV, 
Ka'Tacrvpav el<; Ko'i:.\ov Tt Tij<; '1/raf-1-fi'OV KaTecrBlew. 

27 Kat 'TOV eTepov veav{cr/COV U7T'ep/3aA-ovTa BeacracrBat 
Kat avaKparye'iv, Kat ofJTW<; E7T't/3o'T}Bi]cra£ TO :.\ot7T'OV 

TO o€ B'Y}piov EcpOpf-1-iJcrat Tfj> veavlcrKrp, 
7rpoicrxof-1-EVOV TOV lJcptv, Kat a7T'OICTE'ivav oZxecrBat 
fi-ETa crvpl"/f-1-0V. 'TOV Oe veKpov evpeBi]vat cra7Tpov 
T€ Kat f-1-VOWVTa· Kat TOV<; Aif3va<; TOV<; f}ryef-1-0Va<; 
Ti]'> ooov OVK f.av lf7TT€cr8at TOV CTWf-1-aTO<;, 
lf7TaVTM a7T'O:.\OUf-1-eVOV<;. 

1 Arnim deletes li.OJ!OW after v<w-rlpo<s. 
2 So P, the other :M:SS. omitting 6&.-r<pov. 
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completion and made his own heart pure and gentle 
or tame; and that this is what is meant by his 
taming, that is, civilizing the earth. 

Would you care, then, to have me gratify the 
younger people among you by giving a brief addi-
tional portion of the myth? For they believe so 
thoroughly in it and are so convinced of its 
truth as to assert that one of this brood appeared 
afterwards to a party of Greek envoys on their way 
to the oracle of Ammon under the escort of a strong 
force of cavalry and archers. They saw what seemed 
to be a woman, reclining on a pile of sand; she wore 
a sheepskin thrown over her head after the manner 
of the Libyan women, but displayed her bosom 
and breasts and lay with her head thrown back. 
They supposed that she was one of the profes-
sional harlots from some village wno was on her way 
thither to join their company. Accordingly, a certain 
two young men, greatly taken with her appearance, 
approached her, one outstripping the other. When 
the creature seized this one, she dragged him into a 
hole in the sand and devoured him. The other young 
man, rushing past her, saw this and cried aloud so 
that the rest of the party came to his assistance. But 
the creature hurled itself at the young man with 
the snake part foremost, and after killing him dis-
appeared with a hissing sound. They add that the 
body was found rotten and putrefying, and that the 
Libyans who were acting as guides permitted no 
one to touch the body lest all should perish. 
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THE SIXTH DISCOURSE: DIOGENES, 
OR ON TYRANNY 

Von Arnim has proved quite conclusively that the sixth, 
eighth, ninth, and tenth Discourses belong to the period 
when Dio was a wanderer in exile. For example, many 
things that Dio speaks of Diogenes doing, such as going 
through armies safely without a herald's staff, fit better the 
experience of Dio himself, and many of the references to the 
Persian king would apply just as well to Domitian, who 
banished Dio. No doubt the speaker's audiences would 
understand his veiled allusions quite easily. 

In these Discourses Dio sets forth certain tenets of the 
Cynic philosophy, using Diogenes as his mouthpiece. His 
subject is Contentment. 



6 • H ITEPI 

1 dtoryev'Y}r; o lhe 
acfw€Of'fVO<; flr; 'EA.A.aSa Stijrye 'TT'OTe p.ev ev 
Koptve'f>, 'li"OTe S€ ecp'Y] Se p.tp.e'iuBat 
-rov ITepuwv /3autA.emr; UatTav· 7ap 

Tov p.ev Xftp.wvor; ev Ba(3vA.clivt 
evloTe Se ev Stfjryev, ev TOt<; 

I 'A , 01 ' evotetvoTaTotr; T'YJ<; utar;, TOV of epovr; ev 
Tfjr; o7rov ,YvxpoTaTor; o 

">I I> I" 'B/3 U'Y]p ae£ 7T'07"£ EUT£ /€at 7"'f> 7rfpt a vA.mva xet-
2 p.wvt To Oepor; 8p.otov. oihmr; S€ av-ro<;; 

...... 1 ' " ' ' " p.eTa,,a7"7"etv T'YJV oti€'Y]Utv 1€a7"a Tar; mpar; TOV 
lTovr;. p.ev 'YaP p.1}Tf lJp'YJ p.e"faA.a 
lxetv 'li"07"ap.ovr; StappeovTar;, "a8a1rep 
Te ilfA.o7rovvnuov 9enaA.lav- elvat 'YaP 
xropav apatav 7"0V Mpa Kovcpov, rur; 
iJfuBat 7roA.A.aKtr; v7rof.dvetv To "1'"/VOf.Levov 1 
iJSmp. 7repdxeu0at 7"£ oA.t"/OV 'll"auav V7r0 
Tfjr; OaA.a-r7"'17<;' oOev -roilvop.a Xa/3ftV, oiov 

J I .. \ \ 1' f"\ 2 J aKT'17V Ttva ovuav. -rnv of av 'li"O,tv fV 7"/jJ 

3 xBap.a"A.IjJ Ke'iuOat 7rpar; p.eunp./3plav. U'YJf'fLOV 
Se· TOV<; ryap a7ro TOV KaTalpovTar; elr; 
' n ' e ""'... • , TOV etpata 1-''17 ovvau at a"'"'mr; '17 voTp l€a-rapat. , , ... , " , e ££/COTID<; OVV TOV xetp.mva "/£"/Veer at 1rpq,ov, EV 

1 -y&-yvop.<vov Emperius: 'lr&v&p.evov, 
1 ... &Aw Reiske : ... J.A,, 

THE SIXTH DISCOURSE : DIOGENES, 
OR ON TYRANNY 

WHEN Diogenes of Sinope was exiled from that 
place, he came to Greece and used to divide his 
time between Corinth and Athens. And he said he 
was following the practice of the Persian king.l For 
that monarch spent the winters in Babylon and Susa, 
or occasionally in Bactra,2 which are the warmest 
parts of Asia, and the summers in Median Ecbatana,a 
where the air is always very cool and the summer 
is like the winter in the region of Babylon. So he 
too, he said, changed his residence according to the 
seasons of the year. For Atticahadnohighmountains, 
nor rivers running through it as had the Peloponnese 
and Thessaly ; its soil was thin and the air so dry that 
rain rarely fell, and what did fall was not retained. 
Besides, it was almost entirely surrounded by the 
sea; from which fact indeed it got its name, since 
Attica is a sort of beach-land.4 The city, moreover, 
was low-lying and faced to the south, as shown by the 
fact that those sailing from Sunium could not enter 
the Peiraeus 5 except with a south wind. Naturally, 
therefore, the winters were mild. In Corinth, on 

1 Typical oriental despot. Darius Codomannus 336-331 
B.C., last king of ancient Persia, was reigning then. 

: Capital of Bactria, the modern Turkestan. 
8 Capital of Media. 
4 This is still the accepted etymology : Attike is for Akti-

ke (g€), where Aktike is the adjective from akte, "beach." 
6 The most important harbour of Athens, about five miles 

south-west of the city. 
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'Tfj KoplvB(f) 'TO Bepoc; eiJ7TVOVV, Dtlt 'TOV<; 
el(TexovTa<; 1 KOA7TOV<; an 71"07"€ 'TWV 7TV€Vf.ULTWV 
f.Ke'i(Te (TuppeovTwv· 5 Te 'AKpoKoptvBoc; f.m(J"Kta!;Et 
Kat ailTi] t-ta'A.'A.ov f.7rt To Aexatov Kal. 7rpoc; Thv 

4 ltpK'TOV a7TOK'A.lvet. 7TOAV De KaA'A.[ova<; {mapxetv 
Tar:; 7ro'A.et<; Tathar:; 'EK/3aTrivwv Kat Ba/3v'A.wvoc;, 
Kat 7ro'A.v llpetvov KaT€(TK€Va(TBat 'TWV Jtce'i /3arn-
'A.elwv 'TO 'T€ KpavEtOV Kat Ti}v aKpo-
7TOAtV Kat Ta 7rpom5"Aata, t-te'YeBet De 'A.el7re(J"Bat 
t-tovov· KalTot DtaKo(Tlwv (T'TaD£wv elvat 7repi-
ftETpov Twv 'AB'I}vwv, Tou Iletpatwr:; (TVVTeBett-tevov 2 

Kat Twv Dta t-te(Tov Tetxwv 7rpoc; Tov 7rep£{3o'A.ov 
'TOU a(T'T€0<;-olKet(Tflat 'Yap oil 7rri"Aat Kat Tau'Ta 
(TVft7raVTa-CJ(TT€ To flt-tt(TV l!xetv Baf3v-
Awvoc;, el 'TV'Yxavet a'A.'I}Bij AE"f0ft€Va 7r€pt 'TWV 

5 f.Ke'i. Kat t-tnv To 'Ye Twv 'A.tt-tevwv 3 Ka'A.'A.oc;, l!Tt 
, / ' A..' ' , ' oe avoptavTa<; Kat 'YPa't'a<; Kat XPV(TOIJ 'T€ Kat 

ltp"fvpov Kal xa'A.dv, 'TO 'T€ VOftl(T t-ta Kal. 'Ttt 
E7rt7r'A.a, Kal. Ti}v 'TWV olKtwv KaTa(TKevi}v imep-
/3a'A.'A.etv ftEV Ta f.vmiJBa· 7r'A.i}v ailTfj> 'YE oil 7TOAv 
ftEA€LIJ 'TWV 'TOWV'TWIJ. 

6 To DE Tij<; oDoiJ t-t"YJKo<; fKeLV(f) ftEV (/)(TT€ ft€'Ta-
f3ijvat mit-t7To'A.v 'Y['Yve(J"Bat· (Txeoov 'YoiJv ailTov 
f.v oofj> DtU"f€tl! 'TOV XEtftWIJO<; Kat 'TOV Oepov<; 'TO 

1 elO"<ixovras Reiske: elO"IJ/Covras. 
t O"vwreOElfJ-lvov Capps: O"WnOefJ-lvou. 
3 ll.<f'<vwv Casaubon: ll.<p.vwv. 
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the other hand, the summer was breezy, since 
currents of air always met there on account of the 
bays that dented the shore. The Acrocorinthus,1 

too, overshadows it, and the city itself rather inclines 
toward the Lechaeum 2 and the north. Diogenes 
thought that these cities were far more beautiful 
than Ecbatana and Babylon, and that the Craneion,3 

and the Athenian acropolis with the Propylaea 4 were 
far more beautiful structures than those abodes of 
royalty, yielding to them only in size. And yet the 
circumference of Athens was two hundred stades,5 

now that the Peiraeus and the connecting walls had 
been added to the compass of the city-for this 
whole area was not inhabited in ancient times-so 
that Athens was one-half as large as Babylon, if we 
could take as true what was said of things there. 
Moreover, in respect to the beauty of the harbours, 
and, further, to the statues, paintings, the works in 
gold, silver, and bronze, in respect to the coinage, 
the the splendour of the houses, he 
thought that Athens was far superior; only he, for 
his part, did not care much about such things. 

Besides, the king had a very long distance to travel 
in changing residences ; he had to spend pretty much 
the larger part of the winter and summer on the 

1 Name applied to a high hill overhanging Corinth and to 
the citadel on its summit. This position was called by 
Philip one of tbe fetters of Greece. 

2 One of the two harbours of Corinth, that facing the 
Corinthian Gulf. 

3 The cypress grove and gymnasium in a suburb of Corinth. 
• The gateway to the Athenian acropolis. 
6 As a stade was equal to 606i feet, the circumference of 

Athens, including all the walls connecting it with its harbours, 
was a little under twenty-three miles. 
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rrA.eoV' aUTOV o€ 7rA.rw£ov KaTaA.{HravTa Meryaprvz• 
ryeveiJ"Bat TV VIJ"Tepa£q- 1ravv pq-Oiw; r],1 el 

f.J-EV (3ovA.otTO, E7r' 'EA.€VIJ"lVOS'' el Oe (3paxv-
Tepav Ota "i.aA.ap.'ivo.--p.iJ 2 ot' IJ"TaBp.wv 
rropevop.evo!J' WIJ"T€ rrA.eoveKTe'iv (3a1J"tA.€w" Kat 
p.aA.A.ov Tpvcpav· ltp.ewov ryap KaTEIJ"KevaiJ"Bat TiJv 

7 oYK'Y}IJ"tV. TaUTa o€ elwBet p.ev rratl;;wv A.f.ryew 
lJp.w.- o€ €veoe£KVVTO TO'iS' Bavp.a,OVIJ"t TOV rrA.ovTOV 
TOV n epiJ"OV Kat Thv A.eryop.f.vryv evoatp.ov£av lJn 
ovof.v f(jT£ TWV EKe£vov 7rparyJLcLTWIJ otov vop.£soviJ"t. 

\ \ '<:'' ''rk"' • \<:-\ \ rk'<:-TWV f.J-€V ryap OVVEV 0'1'€"'0>' €t!Jat, Ta 0€ Kat IJ"'t'Oopa 
7rEV'I}IJ"tV 7rote'iv. 

8 Ovo€ ryap, WS' €vop.tsov gVtot TWIJ acppovwv, 
YJV avTijl rrept TOV IJ"W{J-aTOS', aA.A.' he'ivot 

p.ev opwvTES' ptrywvTa Kat BvpavA.ouvTa Kat Ot'frwvTa 
rroA.A.aKtS' ap.eA.e'iv TOV urytaivetv Kat TOV 
si]V' 0 15€ TaVTa 7raiJ"xwv p.fiA.A.ov p.ev vry£awe 
TWV a et EfJ-7TltJ-7r A.ap.evwv, p.aA.A.ov S€ TWV evoov 
p.evovTwv Kat p.'YJof.rroTe fJ-1JTe tvxov.- Kav-

9 p.aTO<; 7r€tpwp.EVWV, gTt Of {jOtaV fJ-flJ aA.EaWOfJ-€VO<; 
iwBaveTO, ijowv o€ (j£T[a 3 7rpoiJ"ecp€peTO' rroA.v S€ 
fJ-fLA.tiJ"Ta Ta'ir; wpatr; exatpev, Kat TOVTO {J-EIJ 

evcppa£veTO Bf.povr; 7rpOIJ"tOVTO<;, 07rOT€ Otaxf.ot 
TOIJ aepa, TOVTO S€ 4 OVK flxBeTO rravop.f.vov, liTe 
arraA.A.aTTop.evor; TOV (jcpoopov Kavp.aTor;, Ta'ir; o€ 

l 1} added by Capps. 
a <TLT[a Reiske: <TtTlon. 

2 adder! by Dindorf. 
• lie added by Morel. 

1 From Corinth to Megara is 27 miles. From Megara one 
has a choice of routes: (1) continuing the coast road to Eleusis 
and the Daphne pass, 23 miles; (2) going by ferry from the 
port of Megara to Salamis, cutting across the island to the 
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road. He himself, on the other hand, by spending 
the night near Megara, could very easily be in 
Athens on the following day-or else, if he preferred, 
at Eleusis ; otherwise, he could take a shorter way 
through Salamis,l without passing through any 
deserts. So he had an advantage over the king and 
enjoyed greater luxury, since his housing arrange-
ments were better. This is what he was wont to 
say jestingly, and yet he meant to bring to the 
attention of those who admired the wealth of the 
Persian and his reputed happiness that there was 
nothing in his actual life such as they imagined. 
For some things were of no use at all and other 
things were within the reach of even the very poor. 

In fact, Diogenes was not neglectful of his body as 
certain foolish people thought; but when they saw 
him often shivering and living in the open and 
going thirsty, they imagined that he was careless 
of his health and life, whereas this rigorous regime 
gave him better health than fell to the lot of those 
who were ever gorging themselves, better thaE. fell 
to the lot of those who stayed indoors and never 
experienced either cold or heat. And he got more 
pleasure, too, out of sunning himself and more 
pleasure in eating his food than they did. But the 
seasons were by far his greatest delight. On the 
one hand, he rejoiced as the summer approached 
and was already dissolving the cold air; and on the 
other, he felt no regret as it drew to its close, since 
this brought him relief from its excessive heat; and 

ferry over the straits of Salamis, and then through Piraeus to 
Athens, 22 miles. One taking the first route could push on 
beyond Megara and spend the night at Eleusis, ll miles from 
Megara, and proceed thence to Athens in the morning. 
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d f: I \ 1 ,, I ' 11\ I wpat<; <;VVE'TrOfl-EPO<; /Cat /CaT Oi"L'YOV aVTWV 7r€tpw-
' '\. 1 , ,.I., .... \ 1 ' r fl-EVO<; a"'V'TrW<; a't'tiCV€£TO 7rp0<; EICaTEpav T'f}V V'Tr€p-

IO t:) "'\ I \ \ " ""' " I I ' ... t-JO"''fJV. -rrvpt 0€ 'YJ UICUf 'YJ U"ICE'TrTJ U'TraPtW<; E')(P'YJTO, 
-rrpoXatt/3avwv TOV ICatpov, ovoe &u-rrep oi &XXot 

l£v8 pw7rot, C5Tt ftEV avTot<; lLEt -rrup 1Ca£ew, 

ev-rropovut oe JuBTjTo<;, lfxovut oe oliC{ar;, eav !Cat 

ftl1Cpov aruBwvTat "frvxov<;, evBvr; U'TrOOtopauiCOVU"t 

TOV aepa /Cat Td tTWftaTa axpe'ia 'TrOtOVU£ Kat 
11 , , , , e " t', "I: UOVVaTa aVE')(€U at ')(€LftWVO<;, OT£ 0€ E<;EU"TlV 

avTot<; 1 ttev acpBovrp xpFJuBat TOU B€pov<;, 
'Trfvew oe oivov O'TrOUOV /3ovXovTat, Otd TOVTO 

a-rretpot ttev i}Xiov OtaTeXovuw, l£-rretpot oe TOV 

ot"fr-Tjv ICaTd cpvutv, oliCoTpocpot ftEV ovx Twv 
,., , ' ' \ ' , "fVVaLICWV, a'TrOVO£ OE /Cat Ta UW{-.taTa, 1Cpat-

'TraX'Y]<; oe Kat X1}87J<; Tlt<; "frvxar; "fEftOVT€<;. f5B€v 
\ ' ,.. r ,.. ' ' ' 

O'fj /Cat E'Trlft'Y]')(aVWPTat avTOt<; /Cat U"£T£a 'TrOV'Y]pa 

ICa£ /3aXave'ia TOVTWV 2 xapw, Ti]<; o' avTi]<; ntt€pa<; 

7roXXa1Ct<; OEOVTat ttev aVEftOV, OEOVTat oe euBTjTO<;, 

OEOVTat o€ OftOV ')(lOVO<; Ka£ 7rvpo<;, TO Oe 'TraVTWV , , , e , ... , t'' 
UTO'TrWTaTOV, E'Trl VftOVUl Kat "'lfLOV /Cat otyov<;, 

12 aiCOXauTOt oe livT€<; ovx i]oovTat acppootutot<; Otd 

TO ft1J 7r€plftEV€W opereuBat aUTWV' f5Bev f;;'Y]TOVU"tv 
axap{uTOV<; /Cat aT€p7r€t<; f}OOVa<;. 

'0 oe XtttfP fl-EV expi]To /Cat olyet 7rpo TTJ<; 
Tpocpi)r; €KauToTe, ICaL €votttf;;e TOVTo tKavwTaTov 

Kal. SptftlrraTov rrWv lJtwv. TotryapoVv -f}Otov J.L€v 
1 Gee! : oltclif. 
1 Tor'n·urv Cohoon : ToV-rov. 
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by keeping pace with the seasons and growing 
accustomed to them gradually, he met either extreme 
without discomfort. He rarely made use of heat, 
shade, or shelter in anticipation of the proper seasons 
for them, nor did he do as others do, who, because 
they may light a fire any time and are well supplied 
with clothes and own houses, run away at once 
from the open air at the least sensation of cold, thus 
enfeebling their bodies and making them incapable 
of enduring the winter's cold, or, on the other 
hand, because it is possible for them to enjoy abund-
ant shade in the summer-time and drink all the wine 
they wish, on that account never expose themselves 
to the sun, never experience a natural thirst, keep 
to the house just as much as women do, are inactive 
and sluggish of body, and have their souls steeped 
in a drunken stupor. This is why they devise for 
themselves both unwholesome menus and baths to 
counteract the bad effects of these,l and within 
the same twenty-four hours they often want both 
a breeze and heavy clothing ; they want ice and 
fire at one and the same time, and-what is most 
absurd of all-they long for both hunger and thirst. 
And though they are incontinent, they find no 
delight in love because they do not wait till they 
desire it naturally; consequently the pleasures they 
seek are devoid of satisfaction and are joyless. 

Diogenes, however, always waited until he was 
hungry or thirsty before he partook of nourishment, 
and he thought that hunger was the most satis-
factory and pungent of appetizers. And so he used to 

1 The bath was taken to help digestion but often proved a 
fatal remedy. Cf. Juvenal, I. 143: Crudum pavonem in balnea 
portas.-" You take an undigested peacock into the baths." 

2 57 
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7rpo(]"erp€pero f.Lal;av oi lf.A.A.ot Ttt 7roXvTeA.€(]"Ta'Ta 
'TWV (]"£'TLWV, i}OlOV o€ E7rtv€ 'TOU peOV'TO<; i50a'To<; 

13 I] oi lf.A.A.ot 'TOV ®a(TtOV otvov. !CaTeyeA.a Oe 'TWV, 
emoTe otfrpev, 'Ttt8 f.LEV 7rapepxof-Levwv, 
'tJ'Tovv'Twv oe 7rav'Tw<; lm6Bev 1 Xt:ov 1; 
A€(]"{3tov, Kat 7TOA.V erpa(]"/C€V arppoVE(]"'TEpov<; etvat 
'TWV /3o(]"!Ct)f-LtZ'TWV' E/Cetva ryap OVOE7TO'T€ otfwv'Ta 

ovo€ peuf.La !Ca8apov 7rapeA.8e'iv ovoe , , e . .,. , A.' 7retvwv'Ta a7rexe(]" at 'TWV a7ra"'w'Ta'Twv 'l'uA.A.wv 
14 Kat 7rOa<; 'Tf]<; iKavf]<; 'Tperpetv. olKia<; o€ 'Td8 

!CaA.A.{(]"'Ta<; !Cat urytetvo'Ta'Ta<; ev a7rlL(]"at<; Tat<; 
7TOA.€(]"£V exetv ava7r€7r'Taf-LEVa<;, 'Ttt 'T€ ieptt Kat 'Ttt 
"fVf.LVU(]"ta. if.LU'TtOV o€ eg?jp!Cet 'TOU B€pov<; 

) ,.. ' ,.. ,.. ,.. ' ' ' ' ' c:-unf Ka; XEtf.Lr;>vo<;· ryap, aepor; 
15 pqotw<;, aTe Ot] (]"UV1)8t]<; aUT(f) "f€VOf.L€VO<;. 'TOU<; oe 

7T00a<; OVOE7TO'T€ f(J"/C€7r€V' ov ryap etp'l] 'Tpurpepw-
'TEpov<; e'lvat 'Twv orp8aJ..pwv Kat Toil 7rpo(]"w7rov. 
Tau'Ta ryap, a(]"Beve(]"'Ta'Ta 7rerpvd'Ta, f.LaA.t(]"'Ta 
av€xe(]"Bat To fuxor; ota To ryuf-Lvou(]"Bat aei· 
ryttp et vat 'TOt\ av8 pw7rot<; ouvaTov Ka'Ta0t](]"af.LEVOV<; 
Ta (jf.Lf.La'Ta /3aoil;etv, W(]"7r€p 'TOV<; 7T00a<;. etp}l o€ 
'TOV' 7rA.ouu£ov<; Of.Lo{ov<; elvat TOt<; veoryvo'ir; (3p€-

16 rpeut' OetuBat ryttp ael 7r0'T€ U7rapryavwv. V7rep 
oil o€ 7rA.e'i(]"Ta f.LEV 7rparyf-Lam lfxovuw &v8pw7rot 
7TA€tU'Ta o€ avaA.tU/COUUt, 7roA.A.al o€ 
aVlLU'TaTO£ 7rOA.et<; Ota 'TaV'Ta ryeryovaut, 7roA.A.tt o€ 
e8vt] 'TOV'TWV gV€/C€V ol!CTpw<; a?ToA.wA.ev, a'!raVTWV 
EK€Lll?J XPtJf.LU'TWV a'!rOJ!(dTa'TOV 2 Kat aOa'!ravw-

17 'Ta'Tov. ov ryap eoet av'Tov ovOafi-oue eA.(Jetv arppo-
"' I " >-,. "\ \ !y >1-,. ' OtULWV €V€K€V, a"'"-a 7Tat.,WV €1\.E"fEV a'!raVTaX,OV 
7rape'ivat aV'Trfl , Arppo0£'Tt]V 7rp0tKa' TOV<; o€ 

1 Wv.f}troVTat Arnim : 
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partake of a barley cake with greater pleasure than 
others did of the costliest of foods, and enjoyed a 
drink from a stream of running water more than 
others did their Thasian wine. He scorned those 
who would pass by a spring when thirsty and 
move heaven and earth to find where they could 
buy Chian or Lesbian wine; and he used to say 
that such persons were far sillier than cattle, since 
these creatures never pass by a spring or a clear 
brook when thirsty or, when hungry, disdain the 
tenderest leaves or grass enough to nourish them. 
He also said that the most beautiful and healthful 
houses were open to him in every city : to wit, the 
temples and the gymnasia. And one garment was all 
he needed for both summer and winter,for he endured 
the cold weather easily because he had become used 
to it. He neverprotectedhisfeet,either,becausethey 
were no more sensitive, he claimed, than his eyes 
and face. For these parts, though by nature most 
delicate, endured the cold very well on account of 
their constant exposure ; for men could not possibly 
walk after binding their eyes as they did their feet. 
He used to say, too, that rich men were like new-born 
babes ; both were in constant need of swaddling-
clothes. That for which men gave themselves the 
most trouble and spent the most money, which 
caused the razing of many cities and the pitiful 
destruction of many nations-this he found the least 
laborious and most inexpensive of all things to 
procure. For he did not have to go anywhere for 
his sexual gratification but, as he humorously put it, 
he found Aphrodite everywhere, without expense ; 

z U.rrorW'Ta.Tov Casaubon: &.TorrWTaTOJf, 
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/CaTa,Ye6oeu8ae Oeov oe?t Thv avTruv 
a!Cpaulav, 7roA.6xpvuov ICaAOVVTMo E'TT'Et 'TT'OA-
.,. \ >I > > \ I "'o' TOVTO 7]'1r£0'Tovv, ev Tt:p .,..aveprp EXP'YJTO 7rav-
Truv opWV'TCdV' /Cat Ef7rEp o£ /1v8 pru7rO£ 

elxov, OV/C av eaA.ru Tpola, ovo' av 
o o Cf>pvrywv am) 

18 E'Trt Tip 'TOV eucpary'Y]. 
elvae wuTe 

7rpouoe'iu8ae Thv IIoXv-
ucpaTTEW E'Trt Tip Tacpp 'TOV 

lx8var; uxeoov Tt 
cpalveu8at 'TWV av8pw7rCdV' lhav ryap OECdV'Tat 'TO 
0'7rEpJLa 

19 7r 'T£ 1 Tpaxv. 'TWV av8 PW'Tr(l)V 
'TO 'TOV 'TrOOa 11-h 8€Xetv apryvp{ov ICVauBat 

Thv xe'ipa 11XXo 'TOV 
'TrUVV avaXwua£ av Jl-1JOEJLlav 

'TOV'TOV EICE'ivo 'TO 'TrO'A.-
7roXXwv Ta'AavTruv, ot !Cal. 

20 Thv ,Yvxhv 2 gXerye 
Thv uvvovulav TaVT'TJV eiJpe11-a eivat Tov 
lJTE OVIC EOVVa'TO 
aXX' E'TrXavaTO EV IJpeut VVIC'Ta /Cat iJJ-£epav, 
'TOTE ovv 'TOV <EpJ1-fjV avTOV,· ol1CTE£pavTa 

liTe viov aVTOV. /Cat 'TOV, E'TT'Et 

7ravuau8at a7r' 
EICELVOV xpfiu8at 

1 ..-pos 'Tt Gee! : wpos 'TO. 
1 Gasda: 'Tji ljluxj. 
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and the poets libelled the goddess, he maintained, 
on account of their own want of self-control, when 
they called her " the all-golden." 1 And since many 
doubted this boast, he gave a public demonstration 
before the eyes of all, saying that if men were like 
himself, Troy would never have been taken, nor 
Priam, king of the Phrygians and a descendant of 
Zeus, been slain at the altar of Zeus. But the 
Achaeans had been such fools as to believe that 
even dead men found women indispensable and 
so slew Polyxena at the tomb of Achilles. Fish 
showed themselves more sensible than men almost ; 
for whenever they needed to eject their sperm, they 
went out of doors and rubbed themselves against 
something rough. He marvelled that while men 
were unwilling to pay out money to have a leg or an 
arm or any other part of their body rubbed, that 
while not even the very rich would spend a single 
drachma for this purpose, yet on that one member 
they spent many talents time and again and some 
had even risked their lives in the bargain. In a 
joking way he would say that this sort of intercourse 
was a discovery made by Pan when he was in love 
with Echo and could not get hold of her, but roamed 
over the mountains night and day till Hermes 
in pity at his distress, since he was his son, taught 
him the trick. So Pan, when he had learned his 
lesson, was relieved of his great misery ; and the 
shepherds learned the habit from him. 

1 The epithet as applied to Aphrodite referred originally to 
the golden adornment of her statues (cf. Hesiod, Works and 
Days, v. 519), or the wealth of her shrines, or her beauty; 
just as in Homer she is XPva£71 'A</>pol'ilrt), Diogenes twists the 
word 1ro>.6XPvaos to mean "costing much gold." 
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21 T ' ' " ,.. , , ,.. , e , a Ji-€V OVV TOlUVTa €VLOTE TWV av pro7rWV 
KaTaryeA.wv TWV T€TV<{>rop.€vwv Kat 
p.aAl(JTa o€ i5/3ptl;e TOV<; uo<f>una<; TOU<; UEJLVOV<; 
eivat 8€A.ovTa<; Kat 7r A.€ov Tt TWV liA.A.rov elo€z'at 

' ' ""' "'' 1:' ' ' "\ ' \ ' "' ' OLOJLfVOV<;. e"'erye oe ota TTJV p.a"'aKtav TOV<; avopro-
22 'TrOV<; aBA.twTepov l,;{jv TWV ()"lpirov. EKe'iva ryap 

iJOaTL JLEV 'TrOT(j> xpwp.eva, Tpo<f>fl Oe f3onivy, ,.a, 
7roA.A.a Oe aflTWV ryVJLVCt OVTa ot' el<; olK{av o' , "', , , , "'' , "'' , e ovoe7rOTe EHHOVTa, 7rvpt oe ovoev xprop.eva, 
,.,..,.. \ t: I t: A., I t: I J/ f: 1 

<, 'Y]V Ji-€V 07T"OO'OV TJ 't'VUl<; €KUO'TOL<; €TUc;€ XPOVOV, 
eav JL"l0et<; avatpfj• luxupa Oe VrytaiVoVTa 
0La"f€lV OJLOiro<; lL7raVTa, oeZueat Oe Ji-'Y]OEV laTpwv 

23 "'' ,/.. ' \ ' () ' " ' Ji-"lO€ 't'apf.LaKrov. TOV<; oe av prorrov<; ovrw<; p,ev 
1ravv lJvra<;, TouavTa o€ #7JXavroJL€vov<; 
7r po<; TOV 8avchov, TOV<; JLEV 'TrOAAOU<; 
aflTWV jJ-'I)OE el<; ry0pa<; a<{>tKve'iu8at, l;fw o€ VOO'"l-
p.aT(t)V ry€p,ovm<; a fL'Y]OE OVOfLaUat Motov, oe 
ryijv aflTO'i<; 7rapEXOVUaV <f>apflaKa, 

2i Oe'ia8at Oe Kat Kat 7rVpo<;. Kat 
XeiprtJvo<; 'AuKA7J7rtaowv lwfL€vwv p,7JOev 

' ,.. ' 1rl, "\ .,. \ \ ' '"' ' I avTot<; o't'e"'o<; etvat ota TTJV avrwv aKoA.autav 
Kat 7r0Vt}p/av, Ji-"lOE p,avTerov fLaVT€VOJLEVWV fl"l0E 

25 [ep€wv KaBatpovTwv. el<; 8€ Ta<; 1ro"A.et<; uvveA.-
() ' " • ' " "t () ' '" " OVTa<;, 07rW<; V'TrO 'TWV Ec;W EV Ji-TJ UOlKWVTat, 
ToflvavTLOV aUTOV<; aOtKe'iv Kal. ,.a, 0€tVO'TaTa 7ravTa 
epryat;eueat, W0'7r€p E7rt 'TOVTrp Ota 
TUVTa o€ OoKe'iv aimj) Kat TOV fLVBov A.€ryetv W<; 
' rr e' "' 'Y • z ' "' ' ' .., Tov pop,TJ ea Ko"'a.,ot o ev<; ota TTJV evpeutv 

Kat JLE'TaOOO'lV TOV 7rvpo<;, W<; TOVTO Kat 
',I.,. \ ,.. ' () I 1. I \ a't'opfl1JV TOt<; av pro7rOl<; Kat Tpv<{>ij<;· 

l The Centaur who taught Achilles. 
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In such language he at times used to ridicule 
the victims of conceit and folly, though it was 
against the sophists, who wanted to be looked up 
to and thought they knew more than other men, 
that he railed in particular. He used to say that 
men, owing to their softness, lived more wretched 
lives than the beasts. For these took water for 
their drink and grass for their food, were most of 
them naked from one end of the year to the other, 
never entered a house nor made any use of fire, and 
yet they lived as long as nature had ordained for 
each, if no one destroyed them, and all alike 
remained strong and healthy, and had no need of 
doctors or of drugs. Men, however, who are so 
very fond of life and devise so many ways to post-
pone death, generally did not even reach old age, 
but lived infested by a host of maladies which it were 
no easy task even to name, and the earth did not 
supply them with drugs enough, but they required 
the knife and cautery as well. Nor were Cheiron 1 

and Asclepius' sons,2 with all their healing power, nor 
prophetic seers nor priestly exorcists of any use to 
them at all because of their excesses and wicked-
ness. Men crowded into the cities to escape wrong 
from those outside, only to wrong one another and 
commit all sorts of the most dreadful misdeeds as 
though that had been the object of their coming 
together. And the reason, in his opinion, why the 
myth says that Zeus punished Prometheus for his 
discovery and bestowal of fire was that therein lay 
the origin and beginning of man's softness and love 

2 Asclepius or Aesculapius, the god of medicine and healing; 
his descend!Lnts too were physicians. 
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of luxury ; for Zeus surely did not hate men or 
grudge them any good thing. 

When some people urged that it is impossible for 
man to live like the animals owing to the tender-
ness of his flesh and because he is naked and un-
protected either by hair, as the majority of beasts 
are, or by feathers and has no covering of tough 
skin, he would say in reply that men are so very 
tender because of their mode of life, since, as a 
rule, they avoid the sun and also avoid the cold. 
It is not the nakedness of the body that causes the 
trouble. He would then call attention to the frogs 
and numerous other animals much more delicate than 
man and much less protected, and yet some of them 
not only withstand the cold air but are even able 
to live in the coldest water during the winter. He 
also pointed out that the eyes and the face of man 
himself have no need of protection. And, in general, 
no creature is born in any region that cannot live 
in it. Else how could the first human beings to be 
born have survived, there being no fire, or houses, 
or clothing, or any other food than that which 
grew wild? Nay, man's ingenuity and his discover-
ing and contriving so many helps to life had not been 
altogether advantageous to later generations, since 
men do not employ their cleverness to promote 
courage or justice, but to procure pleasure. And 
so, as they pursue the agreeable at any cost, their 
life becomes constantly less agreeable and more 
burdensome; and while they appear to be attend-
ing to their own needs, they perish most miserably, 
just because of excessive care and attention. And 
for these reasons Prometheus was justly said to have 

1 Emperius: oiln. 1 lieop.•va. W ila.mowitz: lieop.<volf. 
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oeoep,evov €v 'lrETPf[- ICe[peuBat TO V7r0 TOV , 
aETOU. 

30 '07roua tJ-EV ovv 7roA.vDa7rava !Cat oeotJ-eva 7rpary-
paTe[a<; !Cat TaA.amwp[a<;, TaVTa fl-EV acprJpH !Cat 
fJA.afJepa TOt<; XPWfl-EVOl<; a7recpatvev• oua Oe 
( 8' ' ' ' ,, ' .... ,.. Pfl', LW<; a'TT,parytJ-ovo;<; np 
uwp,an !Cat 7rpo<; XELfJ-WVa !Cat 7rpo<; A.tp,ov !Cat 
7rp0<; TO 7ravua[ Ttva TOV uwp,aTo<;, ov 
7rape7r€f1-7r€V OVOEV aUTWV, aA.A,a Kat T07TOV<; iJpetTO 
TOV<; vrytELVOV<; p,aA.A.ov 1j TOV<; VOUW0€l<; !Ca£ TOV<; 

31 7rpoucpopou<; 1 EICaUTrJ wpq., !Cat Tpocpijc; 07TW<; €V7TO-
Tij<; L!Cavij<; €7rep,eA.e'iTo !Cat €uBf]To<; Try<; 

peT pia<;, 7rparyp,aTwV o€ !Ca£ Oli,WV !Cat cptA.oveuawv 
!Cat 1ro"Aep,wv !Cat uniuewv e!CTO<; !Cat paA.tuTa 
€p,tp,e'iTo Twv Bewv Tiw f3£ov- €"e[vou<; ryap p,ovov<; 
cp1JUtV "Op,1]po<; pq.Uw<; tiJv, W<; TWV avBpW7rWV 
f7TL7TOVW<; !Ca£ xaA.e7rW<; fJwuVTWV. Ta oe TOtavTa 

32 "A-. ' ' () ' 1:' ' ' ' ... ' E't'1J !Cat Ta 'T/pta otopav· Tov<; p,ev ryap 7r€"'apryou<; 
\ () \ ()' ' "'\ I ' \ >I Ta epp,a TOU epov<; a7r0"'€£7TOVTa<; et<; TOV €U!Cpa-

TOV aepa acptKVe'iuBat, !Cat Otaryaryovm<; fVTavBa 
07TOUOV f}DtUTOV TOV xpovou, p,eTa TaVTa aBpoou<; 
a7rtEVat, TOV xetp,wva V7roxwpovvTa<;,2 Ta<; oJ 
ryepaVOU<; f7TtcpOtTaV Tfj> U7Topcp, XElfkWJJa fJ-€Tp{w<; 

33 cpepouua<;, !Cat Tij<; Tporpij<; eV€Ka• Ta<; OE eA.acpou<; 
!Cat TOV<; A.ary6><; TOV p,ev ,Yvxou<; el<; Ta 7re0ia 
!Cal Ta ICOtAa ICaTaf3a£vetv fK TWV opwv, KaVTavBa 
V7TOUTeA.A.etv TOt<; am]vep,Ot<; !Cat 7rp0U'f/VEUL,3 TOV 
Oe ICaVpaTO<; el<; Tf)V fJX'Y]V a1roxwpe'iv !Cat Ta 

3;l f3op6tOTaTa TWV xwpiwv. opwv oe TOV<; ctA.A.ov<; 

1 wpacnp&paus Emperius: eb<J>&paus. 
2 flrgxwpavvrcu Lobeck: &::roxwpovvrAs. 
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been bound to the rock and to have had his liver 
plucked by the eagle. 

Things, therefore, that were costly or demanded 
constant attention and worry he rejected and 
showed to be injurious to those who used them; 
but whatever could readily and without effort 
help the body to withstand the winter's cold or 
hunger or to satisfy some other appetite of 
the body, he would never forgo; nay, he would 
choose localities that were healthful in preference 
to the unhealthy, and those that were adapted to 
the different seasons, and he took care to have a 
sufficient supply of food and moderate clothing, but 
from public affairs, lawsuits, rivalries, wars, and 
factions he kept himself clear. He tried especially 
to imitate the life of the gods, for they alone, as 
Homer asserts,l live at ease, implying that the 
life of man is full of labour and hardship. Even 
the lower animals, he claimed, understand this 
sort of thing clearly. The storks, for example, 
leave the heat of the summer and migrate to a 
temperate climate, and after spending as long a 
time there as is most congenial to them, depart 
in flocks, retreating before the winter; while cranes, 
which stand the winter fairly well, come at seeding 
time and for the food they pick up. Deer and 
hares come down from the mountains into the plains 
and valleys in the cold weather and find shelter 
there in comfortable nooks away from the wind, 
but in the hot season withdraw into the woods and the 
most northerly regions. When, therefore, he observed 

1 pd:a {won£s, Odyssey 4. 805, for example. 

a For "P0<11JVEIT< Herwerden conjectures 1rpo<1e!JI.ou, "sunny." 
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av8pw7ToV<; lt7TaVTa t-t'Ev TOV f3iov TapaTTOf.LEVOV<;, 
lt7TaVTa o'€ a\:A.Jj\m<; E7Ttf3ovA€UOVTa<;, ad o'€ €v 
/Catwt<; lJvTa<; f.LVpiot<;, f.L'YJOE71"0T€ of. ovva-
f.LEVOV<; llryetv, a"A"Aa €v Tat<; tepOf.L'TJViat<; 
llv EKEXEtpiav E7Taryryf."AA.oout, TavTa 
S:, > >I:'\ " \ \ <:- \ I ot ovoev eTepov Ta f.LEV opoovTa<;, Ta oe 7TauxovTa<;, 
/j 07TOO<; sfJv ovvryuoVTat,l f.LCLAtUTa oi] oeotfJTa<; 
f.L1}7TOT€ afJTOV<; E71"lAi71"?J TavaryKa'ia oi] A€"f0f.L€Va, 
lTt cppovTisovTa<; Kat S1JTOvVTa<; o7roo<; 71"atul 
TOt<; aUTWV ICaTa"A£7rooUt 7TOAAtZ xpr)t-taTa, €8au-
t-tasev OTl f.L1JOEV aUTO<; 7TpaTTOl TOWVTOV, a"A"Aa 
f.LOVO<; oi] TWV a71"aVToov €A.eu8epo<; EUTl Kat OV0€t<; 
/lh.h.o<; uvvi'Tjut Tij<; avTov t-ta"AtuTa evoatt-tov£ar;. 

35 ''!luTe ovK€8' ahov T(p Ilepuwv f3aut"Ae'i 
7rapaf3JXA.ew 1ro"Au ryap elvat To Tov 
f.LEV ryap a8h.twTaTOV a7TaVTOOV Tvryxavetv, 
f.L€VOV f.LSV €v TOUOUT'f xpvu(p 71"Eviav, cpof3ovf.LEVOV 
o€ VOUOV<;, TWV of. vouepwv a7Tf.xeu8at t-tiJ ovvd-
f.L€VOV, EK7T€7TA'YJ'Yf.LEVOV o€ TOV 8avarov Kat 7TavTa<; 
E7Ttf3ovAeU€lV avr(p VOf.LisovTa fLEXP' TWV 7Taiooov 

36 T€ Kat Ota o€ TaVTa f.LI]Te 2 €u8iovTa 
7}oeu8at, TWV aUT{p 7TapOVTOOV, f.LI]TE 
71"ivovTa E7TlAav8aveu8at TWV ox"-'TJpWv. f.L'YJOE-
t-tiav o€ TJf.LEpav Otaryetv pq,oioor;, €v V f3A.e7T€lV 
aUTOV 3 fLiJ Ta OElVOTaTa 7TauxovTa. TOVTO 
f.LEV vl]cpovTa E7rt8vt-te'iv t-tf.8'TJ<;, w<; TOT€ a7Ta"AA.a-
"f'YJUOf.LEVov TWV UVf.Lcpopwv, TOVTO o' ail f.L€8uovTa 
U7TOAoo"Af.vat vot-titew, W<; aouvarov aUTW f3mJ8e'iv. ,, ' ' ' " e 'e 37 ET£ O€ E"fP'TJ"fOpOTa f.LEV evxeu at Ka V7TVOOUa£ 

1 livv-hrrovro.< Casaubon: 1 p.-f)re Emperius: P.'llli€. 
3 The reading of the best MSS. is retained, though probably 

corrupt. Emperius added elva< after o.brhv (to govern {lA.tw .. ,), 
V on der Muehl, less probably, proposed {3At1r<£ "U-rhv. 
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how other men were harassed thnmghout their whole 
lives, ever plotting against one another, ever encom-
passed by a thousand ills and never able to enjoy 
a moment's rest, nay, not even during the great 
festivals nor when they proclaimed a truce ; and 
when he beheld that they did o:.; suffered all this 
simply in order to keep themselves alive, and that 
their greatest fear was lest their so-called neces-
sities should fail them, and how, furthermore, they 
planned and strove to leave great riches to their 
children, he marvelled that he too did not do the 
like, but was the only independent man in the 
world, and that nobody else had any comprehension 
of his own highest happiness. 

For these reasons he refused to compare himself 
any farther 1 with the king of the Persians, since 
there was a great difference between them. In 
fact, the king was, he said, the most miserable 
man alive, fearing poverty in spite of all his 
gold, fearing sickness and yet unable to keep 
away from the things that cause it, in great dread of 
death and imagining that everybody was plotting 
against him, even his own sons and his brothers. 
So the despot could neither eat with pleasure, 
though the most tempting dishes were placed before 
him, nor drown his troubles in wine. Not a day 
did he pass " at ease " in which he looked about 
without suffering torments. When sober, he longed 
for intoxication in the belief that he would then 
have relief from his misfortunes, and when drunk, he 
imagined himself to be ruined just because he was 
unable to help himself. And further, when awake, 

1 See § 1 above. 
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he prayed for sleep that he might forget his fears, 
but when asleep he would immediately leap up, 
imagining that his very dreams were killing him; and 
neither the golden plane-tree,! nor the mansions of 
Semiramis, nor the walls of Babylon were of any 
help to him. The most absurd thing of all, how-
ever, was that, though he feared unarmed persons, 
yet he entrusted himself to his armed guards, that 
though he searched those who approached him to 
see if any had a weapon, yet he lived surrounded 
by men who carried weapons. He was forever 
fleeing from the unarmed to the armed and from the 
armed to the unarmed; from the people he protected 
himself by means of his bodyguard and from his 
bodyguard by means of his eunuchs. He had no 
one that he could trust, nor refuge to which he 
could turn so that he might live a single day without 
fear. He suspected everything he ate or drank, and 
had men to sample everything for him like so many 
scouts on a road beset by the enemy. Nay, he 
could not place confidence in his nearest and dearest, 
whether children or wife. Yet, difficult and grievous 
as the position of monarch was, he never wanted to 
get rid of it, nor could he. 

" Still, all human ills admit of this one consola-
tion," continued Diogenes-" they may possibly 
come to an end. The prisoner in chains expects 
some time to be set free; it is not impossible for 
the exile to return to his home ; and he who is sick 
can hope until the end comes for recovery. But the 
tyrant may not escape his condition ; no, he cannot 
even so much as pray except it be for something else. 

1 Xerxes found near the Maeander river a plane-tree so 
beautiful that he presented it with golden ornaments and 
put it under the care of one of his Immortals. 
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aveEiuBtU CTVf.LfleflrJICE TOW cf>£Xrov a?TO-
£?TiuTavTat l)n ?TavuovTa£ ?TOTe 

A.V'7TOVfLEVO£ Tip xpovrp- TovvavTlov E'7Tt-
41 TelveTat 1 fLaXA.ov Ttl xa"Ae'7Tfi. ov fLEV 

ryap ry'Y]pEiuat TVpavvov, xaA.€'7TOV TV-
pavvov OVX olov r'7T'7TOV cpau£v. or TE ryap 

el "'\ I rt A,. '7T€'7TOV 0£ TE 

Tip CTWfLaT£ flo'TJBe£v auTip. 
IlavTa p.ev ovv Ta ?Tecfwtee fLElA.Xov 

A.v?Te£v el \ I \ A,. ' \ t' \ '7TEtpa tea£ '7TEV£a tea£ 't'U"f'TJ tea£ OECTfLO£ 

42 Kal anfL£a. TOU OavaTOV et acf>eA.ot TO 
U?TOXel?TeTa£ ov ryap fLfJVOV 

ovte evoxXe£ ?TaBovTM, ovoev 
ln A.v?TOUVTat. 0 oihro ECTT£V 
/fJuTe ?ToXA.ol ?Tpo€Xa(3ov To lpryov· ol fLEV 
ryap 2 EV V'TJl xetf.Lasop.evot ov '7TEPeff£E£vav teaTa-
SUva£ vauv, aA.A.a '7TpOTepov a?Te-

oi ?To'X.efL£rov '7TEpte£A.'fJcf>oTrov, 
43 l)n ovoev '7TE[CTOVTat oetvOTepov. TOUTO 

\ "\.. \ ' \ I "" f f f O'TJ TO xa"'E'7TOV ae£ ?TapECTT£ 
fLEV oe teal p.ev 
teaTaOtteauBe'iuw ?TpoKetTat, ev y 
a?ToBviJuteetv, oe teal TOU'TO ehe f.LET' 

oX£ryov efTe i}OTJ, ICat ovoe 0 flpa-
, > I"\"'\ I I '"'\ "'\ '\. TOUTOV TOV a"'"'a 

teal €uB£ovTa avaryte'TJ teal BvovTa 
44 el '7TOTE e7r€A.Bot '7T'a[,etv 

1 lrtTeivE'I·a.t Geel : brt-yi-}•veuOa.t. 
I -y?.p added by Wilamowitz. 
s Arnim would emend to ,.41 To<oOT'f' because the singular 

follows. 
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Anyone who has suffered the loss of a friend by 
death in his heart that time will eventually 
heal his grief; but tyrants, on the contrary, find their 
troubles growing worse and worse; since it is not 
easy for a tyrant to reach old age, and a tyrant's 
old age is grievous, unlike that of the horse in the 
proverb.1 For his victims as well as those who 
despise him have multiplied, and he, owing to his 
own infirmities, cannot defend himself. 
. all. calamities are naturally more alarming 
m than they are grievous in experi-
ence, as IS true of hunger, exile, imprisonment, or 
loss of civil rights ; but if the fear of death were 
removed, then no further distress remains. For 
death in itself is so far from troubling those who have 
experienced it, that they have no further grief at all. 
The fear of it, however, is so intense that many 
have anticipated the event. People on a storm-
tossed ship have not waited for it to go down but 
have taken their own lives first; others have done 
the same when surrounded by the enemy, although 
they well knew that nothing worse than death 
awaited them. This is the evil plight that despots 
are ever in, both by day and by night. For con-
demned criminals a stated day is set on which they 
must die, but tyrants are uncertain whether death 
will come soon or the hour has already struck. No 
moment, not even the most fleeting, is free from 
this dread, but whether eating or sacrificing to the 
gods the tyrant must live in this fear. And if 
ever it occurs to such a ruler to seek diversion, 

1 Zenobius gives the proverb, f=w YfJp&ut<oli'T• ,.a p.£lova 
t<tlt<"N e1rl{JaA>.e,-" To the ageing horse assign the leBBer 
courses." 
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' ' ., <1- ' ' >\ ' ' 1rpor; a'f'pootrnotr; rytryvopevov, eav /Ca' 1ravv 
'TtlX?J epwv, 'TOV Oavti'Tov, ror; 'TVXOV 
V'Tr' aU'TWV 'TWV epwpf.vwv a7roA.ovpevov, Kat 

45 uvp1rivetv Tovnp Tfp cj>o/3rp /Cat uvryKafJevoetv. 
/JJu'Te pot OOKE'i 'TO'T€ povov 1 xalpetv, E'Tretoctv 
7rA1]ryfi, av1}p 'Tvpavvor;, ror; 'TOV pery£u'TOV ICaKov 
Ct7r1JA.A.ary pevor;. 

To o€ 'TraV'TWV Ct'TO'TrdJ'Ta'TOV, ol ryctp 11A.A.ot 
tl ' ""' ) I f ,I.. ""' tuautv ev 'Ta£r; avta'Totr; rytryvopevot uup'f'opatr;, 
wu'Te ov 1roA.vv xpovov teaKo7ra8ovutv, oXr; 
Pn aovva'TOV V 'TO a7rofJvr}UIC€£V' ot oe 'TVpavvot 
'Ttt perytu'Ta KaKct lxov'Ter; €v 'To'ir; pery£uTotr; 
vop£tovutv arya8o"ir; elvat, olpat 'Tfi 'TWV 

> () I Of: I > I a,MJJV av pw1rwv Es1J7ra'T1JfoEVOt 'TWV a7retpwv 
46 'TOV 7rparypa'Tor;. Kat 'TaV'T1]V 0 Oeor; av'To'ir; 'T1}v 

" 'Y !: " 1 "' Y' aryvotav uuve.,eu..,ev, wa 1rapapevwut /Co,a.,opevot. 
OOKe'i oe 'TO'ir; pev ev 7rpa'T'TOUU£ 'TWV av8pw7rWV 
0 pev f)lor; ape£vwv, 0 OE Oava'TO<; Otct 'TOtlTO 

47 AV7r1Jp0'T€por;· ol oe av KaKwr; twv'Ter; 'TOV f)lov 
OOICOVU£ ouuxepeuTepov cj>epetv, 'TOV oe fJavaTOV 
f}OtOV 7rpOUOexeu0at, 'TOt<; Of "f€ 'TVpaVVO£<; ap-
cp0'T€pa 'TaV'Ta xaA€7rWTepa To'ir; 11A.A.otr;• twut 
pev ryctp 'TrOAV arJOfu'Tepov TWV 1ravv em8vpoVV'TWV 
TeBvava£, 'TOV Oe eavaTOV oihw oeoo£Kautv ror; 

48 oearyovTer; €v 'Tfp {3£rp. 'Trer:/JvKoTor; oe Toil 
\ \ f f > ,/., f ff I 'Ta pev 1)oea pa"'"'ov eu'f'patvetv, OTav ?1 U'Travta, 

'TOt<; Oe uvvexwr; XPWJ.tfVO£<; elr; a170£av 7r€ptLU'Ta-
ufJa£, 'Tct oe /Cad, xaA.e7rdJ'Tepa eiva£ fo1]0f'Tr0'T€ 
' ... ... , ' ,/.,, ' a7ra,.,,..a'TTOfo€Va, uxeooV ap'f'oTepa 'TO£<; 'TVpav-

VOt<; /Cat 'Ttt .f]oea Kat Ta A.v1r1Jpa &.et 1rapeunv, 
ror; AV'TrOVfoEVOV pev fo1]0f'TrO'T€ 'TraveufJat uxeo6v, 

274 

THE SIXTH DISCOURSE: DIOGENES 

even in the enjoyments of love, no matter how 
intense the passion, his mind dwells on death, imagin-
ing that perhaps he will be slain by the very object 
of his love, and with this fear he must quaff his wine 
and with it must lay himself down to sleep. And so, 
in my opinion, the tyrant is happy only at the 
moment when he is struck down, since it is then 
that he is freed from his greatest evil. 

" But the most absurd thing of all is this : Other 
men realize that their condition is hopeless and 
so do not suffer long when death is possible for 
them; but tyrants, though suffering from the 
greatest evils, imagine that they are surrounded 
by the greatest blessings, presumably because they 
are deceived by the opinions of others who have not 
had experience of ruling. God has inflicted tyrants 
with this ignorance that they may hold out under 
their punishment. Again, to the prosperous life 
seems more worth living and death correspondingly 
more bitter, while those in adversity seem to find 
life harder to endure and to welcome death more 
gladly. But for tyrants both are harder than for 
others, since in life they have far less happiness than 
those who eagerly long to die, and yet they fear death 
as if they were getting the greatest enjoyment out 
of life. And if things pleasurable naturally afford 
greater delight when they are rare but become 
repulsive to those who have the continuous enjoy-
ment of them, and if evils that never cease are 
naturally harder to bear; then we may almost say 
that both these-the pleasurable and the painful-are 
always with the tyrant in such a way that he rarely 

1 ,uovov Jacobs: 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

49 ala-Baveu8at. Uoouce o€ 
ad 7r0T€ TWV fJ-EV 7rAOUULWV OVVatJ-lV, TWV 

a7ropwv €mBUtJ-LaV TOV 7rAOVTOU. fJ-OVOt<; 
o€ TOL<; tJ-Ovapxot<; TWV ev 7raBoVTWV ouOet<; 
oioe xaptV' OVOf7rOT€ ryap TWV iKavwv 
Turyxavew, ol fl-h TuryxavovTer; &v (3ov'AovTat 

50 
7raVTWV fJ-aAtUTa tJ-lUOUatV aurou<;. 

K \ ' , -/..() ' ' I ' ' at fl-'T}V €7rt't' OVWTaTO<; a7raVTWV 0 7ri'-€£UTa 
OtKaLW<; &uT€ ovoet<; Tupavvou E7rt-

1>8ovwTepo<; EUT£V. 7rpo<; o€ TOVTO£<; ava'YKTJ 
avrfjl xapO;euBat TOL<; 7r€pt avrfw el 
Ta)(,tUTa a7rOA€LTa£. xap£teu8at 7rOAAatet<; 
7rOAAOL<; ov Notov ll-h UAAWV a1>atpOUfJ-€VOV. 

oh 1 teat TOV<; JxBpoV<; teat 
elA.7JcfJ/yrar;; i.rrr07TTOUf) "al S?JToVvTaf) 0Tt 

Taxtum a7r'rJ'AAaxBat. Ta ovv 1roppw ota 
' ' ' '-f.. ' -/.. (.) - \ \'' ' I " TO 7T"OI'-U a't'€UTaVat 't'OJJ€£Tat, Ta V€ €"f"fU<;, OT£ 

7rA7Ja[ov EUTtV avTfjl' Kat 7rapa fJ-fV TWV fl-aKpoBev 
v1>opaTa£ 7T"OA€f1-0V, 7rapa o€ TWV €ryryvr; OOAOV. 

51 Kat Thv fJ-fV ltavfJ-1>opov VOfJ-LS€£ Ota Tnv 
TWV avBpW7rWV TOV o€ 7T"OA€f1-0V, ;;T£ 
lwa'YKTJ Tour; V7T"7Jteoour; €vox'Ae'iv Kat 
7rop£sovTa Kat uTpaTeveaBat 7rpouavaryKasovTa. 
TOt"fapovv fJ-EV lJvTor; elpryv'l]r; €pwaw, 

ryeVOfJ-EV7J<; eut)u<; fJ-1J)(,aVWVTat 7T"OA€tJ-OV. 
52 Kat TOVTO fJ-EV TWV E7rtT7]0ELWV a1>Bovwv OVTWV 

oeoolteaut TOV 7T"AryBou<; Tnv i5(3ptv, TOVTO o€ el' 
Tt<; €voeta KamAatJ-f3avot, Tnv 
OE f1-1JT€ a7T"OO't]f1-ELV au1>a'A€r; fJ-f11€lV fl-TJT€ 
7rpo'i€vat wl)r' OtatTauBat 7rap' avTo'ir;, a'A'Aa 
fl-17o€ €m(3a£vetv ov &v €1rt(3a£vwutv au1>a'Awr;, 
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finds relief from pain and is never conscious of 
pleasure. Besides, he continually dreads the power 
of the rich and the craving of the poor for riches. 
Again, despots are the only persons who receive no 
thanks for the favours they bestow; since people 
never think they get enough, while those who 
fail to get what they want hate them above all 
others. 

" The most disliked man, too, is he who has 
acquired great wealth unjustly; hence no man 
is more disliked than a tyrant. And furthermore, 
he is obliged to show favours to those about him, 
otherwise he will perish most speedily. But it is 
not easy to give to many repeatedly without taking 
from others. Accordingly, the men whom he despoils 
are his enemies, while his beneficiaries eye him 
with suspicion and seek to be rid of him as soon 
as possible. What is far removed from him he 
fears because of its remoteness; what is near, because 
it is close to him; from those at a distance he looks 
for war, from those near at hand, treachery. Peace 
he considers undesirable because it leaves men idle, 
and war, because he is obliged to disturb his subjects 
by raising money and compelling them to take the 
field as well. So when there is war, tyrants want 
peace; and when peace has been made, they at once 
scheme for war. When the people have all the 
comforts oflife, they fear their insolence; when hard 
times come, they fear their wrath. They feel that it 
is safe neither to leave the country nor to stay at 
home, neither to appear in public nor to live in 
seclusion, nay, not even to set foot where they may 

1 Emperius: oE. 
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ci?ravTa e!vat fL€0"Td, 1 eveSpar; Kal OoAoov. 
53 lwaAo'Yisemt EIWO"TO<; auTWV Kal TOV<; Bava-

TOV<; Twv Tvpavvoov Kal Tar; E7Tt/3ovXar;, oCTat 
1 I \ t I ,. ',.J.,.' 7T007TOT€ 'Y€"fOI/a(H, Ka£ c, Vf.L"TraVTa TaUTa €'/' 

al.nov 2 lEvat 3 vofLiCet, Kal oihoor; gXP 7Teptcpo/3oor; 
we; heivovr; TOV<; BavaTOV<; a?ToBavov-
fL€VO<;" Kal 7Tipt,8A.f-rretv ae£ Kat 7T€,0l0"T,OE· 
cpeuBat (3ovXeTat, 
OLOfL€VO<;, auTO TOVTO OUK 7TOL€tV V7TO 

' ' \ ,../... '(.:) d \ "' ' 5! at(]"XVV1J<; afLa Kat 'I'Ot-JOV. oacp 'Yap av €VOY)-
11,(nepor; V cpopollf.k€VO<; Tvpavvor;, TO(]"OVTr{J 
fLaAAov E7Tt/3ov"'Aevov(]"t KaTacppovovvTer; Tijc; oet-
X{ar;. if(]"Tlll ovv 0 (3£or; OfLOLO<; W(]"7T€p er Tl<; 
KaBei,o!;a€ nva €v etpKTfj TWV fLEV &vooBev 
gtcpwv "P<fLafL€voov, Twv S€ KvKXoBev 7rept7T€7T1J-

, \ / t I ,. I t1 
55 'YOToov, Kat TOVTOOV a7TTOfLEVOOV TOV XPOOTor;· OVTOO<; 

ou Tip CTWfLaTl fLOVOV, aA.A.a Tfj ,Yvxfi TOV TVpav-
vov 7repvrr€7T1J'Ye Ta gicp1J, WCTTe Tov €v" Atoov TaVTa-
Xov, ov cpa(]"t 

K<cpaA.i]r; 4 V7r€pTeAA.ovTa oetfLaivetv 7TeTpov, 
.,., -:-1 • ' -:-'" A.. • 7TOfi.V paov ota'Yew. ov ryap OiJ en 'f'Ot-J€LTat o 

T 1 ... ' \ > L) I <:'\ I 
aVTafi.O<; fLY) a?TovaV'{J" TCf' 0€ TVpavvcp 

TovTo guf.kf3e{:31JK€V & eKeivcp veKpip A.e'YOV(]"tv. 
56 ''O(]"ot 1tev ovv fLtar; rye'Yova(]"t Tvpavvot ?ToXeoor; 

"' xwpar; oA.i'Y'IJ'>, TOVTOL<; 5 OVK aovvaTOV a?To-
opavTa<; E/C Tijr; apxi}r; aA.XaxoCT€ 7TO£ KaTacpv-
ryovmr; siJv· KaLTOL ovoelr; avSpa Tvpavvov, 
dXA.a fLurovui Te "d v7To7TTevou(]"t Kat pq.oiw; 
€Kotooa(]"t Tote; o(]"ot S€ 7ToA.A.wv 
7TOA€00ll &p)(OV(]"£ Kal €Bvwv Kal a?Teipov ryi]r;, 

1 p.E<IT!i. More!: p.eTii.. 

278 
• .,t\Tbv Dindorf: lrr' .. hov. 

THE SIXTH DISCOURSE: DIOGENES 

do so in safety, and that plotting and treachery 
menace them on every side. Every one of them calls 
to mind the deaths of tyrants and all the conspiracies 
that have ever been formed against them; he 
imagines that they are all coming his way, and is as 
terror-stricken as if he were doomed to all those 
deaths; and he is always wanting to look on every side 
and to turn around, as though he might be struck 
from any quarter ; but this is the very thing he 
may not do from shame and fear at once. For the 
more apparent the tyrant's fear, the more do men 
conspire against him through scorn of his cowardice. 
He lives, therefore, like one shut up in a narrow cell 
with swords hanging over his head and others, just 
touching the skin, fixed all about him. So closely 
indeed about the tyrant's soul as well as his body 
are the swords set that Tantalus in Hades has a far 
easier time of it, Tantalus, who is said 

'to dread the rock that sways above his head.' 1 

Tantalus at least has no further dread of death, 
while the tyrant suffers in life that fate which men 
ascribe to Tantalus in the other world . 

"Now for those who have made themselves tyrants 
of but a single city or a small country it is not im-
possible to flee from their realm and live in seclu-
sion elsewhere-yet no one has any fondness for a 
tyrant, but only hatred and suspicion, and everyone 
is ready to surrender him to his victims-those, 
however, who rule over many cities and peoples and 

1 From Euripides' Orestes, 6. 
----------------------------------

3 l€JiaL Cobet: elvat. 
4 in MSS. of Euripides, Orestes 6. 
• lie after ToUToLS deleted by Capps. 
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Cf>u7rep 0 'TOJV ITepurov fJautA.evr;, 'TOV'TOtr;,1 ovo' 
/lv 7rOTe 7rapauTfj uvve'ivat Trov KaKrov Kav Oerov 
nr; acpeA.y /lryvotav avTrov, ov OVVa'TOV EICcpv-

{\ ' A. " 57 "fEW. OOICE£ OE OVOE7r0'TE aV au't'a"'W<; OVO 
el xaA.ICOV<; .q U'tOTJpovr; ryevot'TO, aA.A.a oihwr; 
av 1Ca'TaiC07TEt<; I] 1Ca'Taxwvev8e£r; a7roA.eu8at. 

'Eav ovv 'T£<; avTip OtaA.ery'YJ'Tat Oapprov, 0 
OE opryise'Tat OeOOt/CE 7rappTJulav· eav oe 
8epa7revwv V'TrD/CaTatCA.tvop,evor;, V7r07r'TEVEt 

58 Oepa7relav. tJ7rO 'TcdV eA.evOeplwr; 
7rpouepxof.Levwv oremt v/3p£seu8at, t17TO Trov 
Ta7retvoTepwv tCal. A.otoopov!Levor; 
f.LfV 2 7rOAAa7rAau£wr; aVtU'Tat /j /l"A.A.or;, CJT£ 
Tvpavvor; ;,V alCOVE£ 3 Ka/Cror;• E'TratvOVf.L€110<; oe ovx 

59 ov ryap cppovovvTar; oihwr; oi'eTat A.eryetv. 
'TOV ICaA.A.{u'TOV AVUt'TEAoEU''TttrOV 
chav'TWV euTl.v a7TOpWTa'TO<;" evvo{ar; cpt"A.[ar; 
EA7r£uat 4 SvvaTat 7rap' ovoevor;, aA.A.a 

1 \ 5 ' f "'\I t ',I.. 7rpoTepov 'TOV<; arypwvr; "'eovTa<; ot TPE't'OVTE<; 
.q 'TOV<; 'TVpavvovr; ol Bepa7r€YOV'TE<; 

7rpOUlOV'TE<;. 
ao 'Eryci> Se /3aSlsw l>'Trot fJovA.of.Lat, cpTJul, 

VVIC'Twp, fJaSLsw fLEe· f.LOVO<;, Oappw oe 
el oeot, Sta U'Tpa'TO'Treoov 7rOpEVOf.LEVO<; llvev 
IC'YJPVKElov !Cal Ota AIJU'TcdV" ovSel.r; ryap 
'TrOAef.LtO<; exe por; EU''Tt fJaDtsovn. av 
lt'Trac; f.LEII EICA£7r[J 0 xpvuor;, lt7ra<; 0 /lpryvpor;, 
a7ra<; 0 xaAICO<;, OVIC av €ryci> {JAafJel'YJV 

61 f.LliCpov. eav lt7rauat al oltCtat 7reuwuw 

1 a< after TOVTO<S deleted by Capps. 
8 added by Arnim. 8 atcoV•• Dindorf: atwvot. 
' llo before deleted by Wilamowitz. 
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over a boundless territory, as the Persian king does, 
cannot escape, even though they come to compre-
hend their evil plight and some god remove their 
ignorance from them. It seems, then, that the 
tyrant's life would never be safe not even if he 
were to become bronze or iron, bu\ that even then 
he would be destroyed by being broken to pieces 
or melted down. 

" If you talk with him boldly, he is angered 
and fears your frankness; if you converse with him 
meekly and deferentially, he suspects your meek-
ness. He feels that he is being insulted by those 
who treat him as an equal and deceived by those 
who are more obsequious. Censure, too, stings him 
far more than it does others because he, a sovereign, 
is spoken ill of; nor is he pleased with praise 
either, for he does not think that the speaker is 
sincere in his praise. Then, of the fairest and 
most useful of all treasures he has the greatest lack; 
for friendship and good-will he can expect from no 
one; nay, keepers of savage lions will love these 
brutes sooner than they who court and approach 
tyrants will love them. 

"I, however," says Diogenes, "go by night 
whithersoever I will and travel by day unattended, 
and I am not afraid to go even through an army 
if need be, without the herald's staff, yea, and amid 
brigands; for I have no enemy, public or private, 
to block my way. If all the gold, all the silver, 
and all the copper should give out, that would 
not injure me in the least. And if an earthquake 

' ol before Tabs deleted by Reiske. 
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lJ71"0 ueurp.ov, KaBa7rep ev "i.7rapry '1T'OTE, Kat 
'ITaVTa OtacpBapjj ra fLTJDEVa 
eu7ropfjuat, fLOVOV oe aA.A.a Kal 
Botooriav Kat IleA0'1T'OVV1]UOV Kal 8erraA.tav a'Tro-

1 .., IQ <I I I ,/.. >o:-\ pta c.>U7Tep 1]01] '1T'porepov 't'autv, ovoev 
62 eryw xe'ipov ouM a'IToprorepov 'ITapa 

'ITOUOV P-EV ryap euop.at TOV vvv, 
'1T'OU(fl Oe ; iKava Oe fLOt 7Tapa-
uxe'iv Kal p.fj'Aa Kat Keryxpot Kat Kpt8al Kat 

Kal ra eureA.eurara TWV OU7rpioov Kat 
tJ7r0 Tjj TErpptf Kat 0 

V rp1]utv evooxe'iv TOV 'Oovuuew; 
• I \ K' t,.t.,' .. , I ""'' T1]V tpKTJV, V't' OOV UVTEXG£ rpe't'OfLEVa 

Ta p.erytuTa B17p£a. 
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lays all the houses low as happened once in Sparta,l 
and all the sheep are killed so that not a single 
man has wherewithal to clothe himself, and want 
overwhelms not only Attica but Boeotia as well and 
the Peloponnesus and Thessaly, as it is said to have 
done aforetime, I shall fare none the worse nor be 
the more destitute. For how much more naked shall 
I be than I am now, how much more homeless ? I 
shall find all the food I need in apples, millet, barley, 
vetches, the cheapest of lentils, acorns roasted in 
the ashes, and cornel-berries, on which Homer 2 says 
Circe feasted Odysseus' comrades and on which even 
the largest animals can subsist." 

1 In 464 B.c. an earthquake is said to have killed 20,000 
people and left only five houses standing in Sparta. 

2 Homer, Odyssey 10. 241-3. 



THE SEVENTH OR EUBOEAN 
DISCOURSE 

The seventh Discourse belongs to the later period of Dio's 
life, as the reference to himself as an old man and the style 
show. It seems to have been delivered in Rome. 

This Discourse falls naturally into two parts : first, the 
story of the simple hunters in the wilds of Euboea-a very 
popular one that at an early period was separated from the 
rest of the Discourse--second, a descripton of the life Dio 
would have the poor lead in the cities and the difficulties 
they have to contend with, and, finally, of the social evils 
that should be remedied. 

The portrayal of the conditions in the country and in the 
cities of his time is very instructive for the historian who 
would become acquainted with that period of history 2.nd 
gain some insight into the causes that led to the downfall 
of the Roman Empire. 



7. H 

Tooe ailTo<; lowv, ov wap' f.Tepwv chcov<Ta<;, 
r<Tw<; "flip oil f.LOVOV wpe<Tf]vmcov 

woft.vft.o'Y£a teal- TO f.L?JOeva OtwBe'i<TBat pqoiwr; Twv 
fjL7rl7rTOVTWV ft.O"fWV, 1rpor; OE Trp 7rpe<T{JVTtterp 
TVXOV av er?] teal, arnov oe, OTt woft.A.ii 
TVXOV aJLcpOT€pOt 7r€7rovBa<Ttv 6Jv OVIC a?JOW<;' 
f1-Ef.LV1JVTat. Jpw o' ovv OLOl<;' av'Opa!Tt teal- OVTWa 
fJ/ov tw<Tt <TuvefJaA.ov lv JLE<TTJ <Txeoov n Tfj 
'EA.A.aot. 

2 'ETv"fxavov JLEV a7ro X£ov wepatoUjL€VO<; f.LETCL 
TlVWV aft.dwv egw &par; lv }Lttepcp 
7raVT€AW<; XEt}LWVO<; oe "fEVOfdvou 
xaA€TrW<;' teal JLOft.t<; Ot€!TW8'Y)jL€V wpor; Ta Ko'i>.a 
Ti]r; EvfJo£ar;· TO f.LEV ateaTLOV el<;' Tpaxvv Ttva 
al"ftaft.ov V'TrO TOt<; tcp1]f.LVOt<; fiC{Jaft.ovT€<; Ote<bBet-
pav, avTol OE a7r€XWPYJ<TaV 1rp0<; TLVa<;' 7ropcpvpe'i<; 
vcpopjLOVVTa<; f'Trb Tfj 7rA?Jri£ov XlJA.fj, teatceivot<;' 

3 ITVV€p"fatea-8at 0L€VOOVVTO aiJTOV JLEVOVTE<;'. teaTa-
A€tcp8e),r; p,ovor;, OVIC exwv elr; Tiva woft.tv 

1rapfi 8aft.aTTaV aft.ft.w<; f7rft.avw-

1 The dangerous east coast of the southern part of Euboea, 
so called because of the great inward bend made by the coast-
line. A part of the Persian fleet was destroyed there after 
the battle of Artemisium. See Herod. 8. 14, Strabo 10, p. 445. 
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THE EUBOEAN DISCOURSE, OR 
THE HUNTER 

I SHALL now relate a personal experience of mine; 
not merely something I have heard from others. 
Perhaps, indeed, it is quite natural for an old man 
to be garrulous and reluctant to drop any subject 
that occurs to him, and possibly this is just as true 
of the wanderer as of the old man. The reason, I 
dare say, is that both have had many experiences 
that they find considerable pleasure in recalling. 
Anyhow I shall describe the character and manner 
of life of some people that I met in practically the 
centre of Greece. 

It chanced that at the close of the summer season 
I was crossing from Chios with some fishermen in a 
very small boat, when such a storm arose that we 
had great difficulty in reaching the Hollows of 
Euboeal in safety. The crew ran their boat up 
a rough beach under the cliffs, where it was 
wrecked, and then went off to a company of purple-
fishers 2 whose vessel was anchored in the shelter 
of the spur of rocks near by, and they planned to 
stay there and work along with them. So I was left 
alone, and not knowing of any town in which to 
seek shelter, I wandered aimlessly along the shore 

2 Men who dredged up the shell-fish from which the purple 
dye was made, 
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1 See Iliad 2. 536, 542. The Abantes mentioned by Homer 
were the ancient inhabitants of Euboea. 

288 

THE SEVENTH, OR EUBOEAN, DISCOURSE 

on the chance that I might find some boat sailing 
by or riding at anchor. I had gone on a consider-
able distance without seeing anybody when I chanced 
upon a deer that had just fallen over the cliff and 
lay in the wash of the breakers, lapped by the 
waves and still breathing. And soon I thought I 
heard the barking of dogs above, but not clearly, 
owing to the roar of the sea. On going forward and 
gaining an elevated position with great difficulty, 
I saw the dogs baffied, running to and fro, and 
inferred that their quarry, being hard pressed by 
them, had jumped over the cliff. Then, soon after, 
I saw a man, a hunter, to judge by his appearance 
and dress; he wore a beard on his healthy face, and 
not simply hair at the back of his head in mean and 
base fashion, as Homer says the Euboeans did 1 

when they went against Troy, mocking and ridiculing 
them, it seems to me, because, while the other 
Greeks there made a good appearance, they had 
hair on only half the head. 

Now this man hailed me, saying," Stranger, have 
you seen a deer running anywhere hereabouts ? " 
And I replied, " Yonder it is this minute, in the 
surf," and I took him and showed it to him. So he 
dragged it out of the sea, ripped off the skin with 
his knife while I lent a helping hand as best I could. 
Then, after cutting off the hind quarters, he was 
about to carry them away along with the hide, 
when he invited me to come along and dine upon 
the venison with him, adding that his dwelling was 
not far away. "And then in the morning," he 
continued, " after you have rested with us, you 
shall come back to the sea, since the present is no 
weather for sailing. Yet do not worry about that," 
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JLET4 7TJVTE A.fj;at T0V d.VEJLOV• 
JA.A.' ou ei-Trev, lJ.rav 7l"tEu8fi Ta 
11Kpa inro Twv vecpwv rye vvv 
FCaTEtATJP,j.d.va Ka£ /lj.ta j.tE 07l"08Ev 
\'\ \ " J I e \ J \ \' ..1.8 I 
01] FCa£ EfCE£ FCaTTJVEX TJV, FCa£ €£ j.t'T} OtE't' apT} 
To 7rA.o£ov. MtFCpov ;cprw, tlA.terov 

,., I ' \ f f: I "'\ f \ TtV(J)J/ 'll"EpatoVj.tEJ/OOJ/1 fCa'YOO r;;VII€7l""'€0JI V'll"O 
7 Stecp8ap1J o' lJj.tro<; €7rl Ti}v ryT]v 

J I 0" 'lt' "..1. >1"\"\ " \ EFC'Il"ECTov. vFCovv pffotov, E't''YJ• opa ryap 
/lrypta "al UfCA'YJpa Ta TO 

TavT', et'll"ev, Ta KotA.a TTJ<; 
A.eryoj.teva, 87l"OV FCaT€J/Ex8e£ua OUIC 

av ;Tt uro8el1J· Se "a' TWJ/ , e , , , , , rf f ,., ,, "' , av pro1rrov Ttve<;, et f.£"7 apa, rou1rep e"'a..,.pot 
JA.>..' rBt "al f.t'YJOEV 

J/VJ/ j.tEJ/ €" FCafC07ra8eiar; uavTov· 
ailp10J/ Se, ;; Tt av V SvvaToV, E7l"tj.£EA'YJCTOj.t€8a 

8 ue eryvroj.tev l17raE. 
OE j.tOt TWV dunFCwv elval ou oUS' 

dA.A.a 1 Ttlla du8evetav TOV 
uroJ.taTo<; du8eve£v ;otFCar; d1ro TTJ<; 

'E'Yw Se ou ryap E7rt-

/3ovA.ev8T]val 'll"OTE ;oetua, ouSev ;xrov 'fJ cpavl\.ov 
9 ip.anov. FCal 'll"OAAUFCt<; j.tEll FCal &A."AoT€ 

t 18 ' " I ,.. tl J Jl ETrEtpa TJV Ell aTE E'J/ a/\.'[1 
uvvexe£, dTap ovv oi} "al. TOTE, ro<; ;UT£ 7l"€Via 

Tfj> lJnt iepov "al. &uvA.ov, "al. 
>\' "\I $_ \ I >f aotfCE£, rye ·•tTTOJ/ ?] TOV<; Ta "TJPVFCEta EXOV-

lo , 1:', , I 8 , I .1 :a t'' Ta<;• OO<; O?J "a£ TOTE approv Et'll"Oj.t'YJV• 'Ill oe 
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he continued, " I should be content to have the 
wind die down after full five days, but that is not 
likely when the peaks of the Euboean mountains are 
so capped with clouds as you see them now." And 
at the same time he asked me whence I came, how 
I had landed there, and whether the boat had not 
been wrecked. "It was a very small one," I replied, 
" belonging to some fishermen who were crossing 
over, and I, their only passenger, sailed with them on 
urgent business, but all the same it ran aground and 
was wrecked." " Well, it could not easily have been 
otherwise," he replied; "for see, how wild and rugged 
the part of the island is that faces the sea. These 
are what they call the Hollows of Euboea, where a 
ship is doomed if it is driven ashore, and rarely are 
any of those aboard saved either, unless, of course, 
like you they sail in a very light craft. But come 
and have no fear. To-day you shall rest after your 
trying experience, but to-morrow we shall do our 
best to get you out safely, now that we have come 
to know you. You look to me like a man from the 
city, not a sailor or worker on the land, nay, you 
seem to be suffering from some grievous infirmity 
of body, to judge by your leanness." 

I followed him gladly without fear of any treachery, 
since I had nothing but a shabby cloak. Now I had 
often found in other situations like this-for I was 
continually roaming about-and I certainly did in 
this one, that poverty is in reality a sacred and in-
violable thing and no one wrongs you; yes, much less 
than they wrong those who carry the herald's wand. 

1 Arnim: II.A.Mw. 
• 1!..,.. lx .. , obaev I) rpa.vll.ov lp.&.nov before deleted by 

Reiske. 
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uxeoov 'T' 'Tf!TTapa"OVTa tTTaOta 
xwp[ov. 

'!lr; ovv €(3a0isop.ev, St'Y]ye£To p.ot "aTa 
'Tlt avTov 7rpayf.LaTa "at (3£ov &v 

p.e'Tlt avTov 7ra/owv. 'Hp.e£r; ryap, 
""' \:.11, ' , ., t:' ' ' ' ' .... f!'t''YJ• ovo euf.LeV, w 5eve, rov avTov o£"VVVTe<; 
'T07rOV. oe ryvva'i"a<; aA.A.?}A.wv aoeA.rj>lir; 

I '1': ' ' ' ' {) ' "a' wawa<; e5 avTwv vtovr; "a' vryaTepar;. 
11 srop.ev oe a'Tro Or}par; ror; To woA.v, JLt"pov Tt 

E7repryasoJLEI!Ot. ryap xwp£ov ov" 
f]p.hepov oiJTe wa'Tpfj>ov oiJTe iJf.Le'ir; e"T'TJuap.eOa, 
aA.A.a .ryuav oi 7raTJper; eA.evOepot p.ev, 7rfliT}TE<; 
Se ovx i]p.wv, p.tuBov fJov"oA.ot, {lour; vep.ovTe<; 
avopor; p.a"ap£ov Trov ev8€vSe TLvor; €" vr}uov, 
woA.A.ar; p.ev aryeA.ar; 't7rwwv "at (3orov "E"'T'TJ-
p.evov, 7roA.A.ar; Se wo£f.Lvar;, 7roA.A.ovr; oe 
"aA.ovr; 1 arypovr;, 'TrOAAa Se liA.A.a XPrJJLa'Ta, 

12 7ravTa oe Taiha 'Tlt lJpTJ. ov a7ro0avov'TO<; "a' 
' I (} ' A, ' I ' ' 'TTJ<; ovuta<; D''Jf.LEV etu'T}<;-'t'aut oe Kat avTov 

a7roA.eu0at Sta Ta XPrJJLa'Ta Tov {lautA.ewr;-
' ' ' ,.., , (}' ' " 'T'TJV p.ev aye"''TJ" ev vr; a7r1Jr.auav wuTe "a'TaKo 'I' at, 

oe TV aryeA.y "at Tlt i}p.eTepa tiTTa {3o£Sta, "at 
13 Tov p.tu8ov ovoelr; a7rooeow"e. ToTe p.ev eE 

avary"'T}<; av'TOV Ka'Tep.e£vap.ev, OV7rep hvxop.ev 'Tlt<; 
(3ov<; Ka[ 'T£1Ja<; IT"T}Vlt<; '1rE7rOt'TJf.£fliO£ 

>-, \ \ f: ,..._ > ,..._ > t' \ > I 
av"''TJ" ota 5v"'wv ov p.erya"''TJ" ovoe tuxvpav, 
p.ouxwv eve"ev, ror; b.v oip.at 7r por; auTo 7rov TO 
Oepor;. Tov p.ev "tap Xetp.mvor; ev Toir; 7reolotr; 
evlf.LOJLEV, 'TrOAVIJ XtA.ov 
a7ro"e£p.evow 'TOV oe Bepov<; a'Tr'T}Aauvop.ev elr; 'Tlt 
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And so I followed without misgiving on this occasion. 
And it was about five miles to his place. 

As we proceeded on our way he told me of his 
circumstances and how he lived with his wife and 
children. "There are two of us, stranger," he said, 
" who live in the same place. Each is married to 
a sister of the other, and we have children by them, 
sons and daughters. We live by the chase for the 
most part and work but a small bit of land. You 
see, the place does not belong to us : we did not 
inherit it or get it by our own efforts. Our fathers, 
though free, were just as poor as we are-hired 
herdsmen tending the cattle of a wealthy man, one 
of the residents of the island here, a man who 
owned many droves of horses and cattle, many flocks, 
many good fields too and many other possessions 
together with all these hills. Now when he died and 
his property was confiscated-they say he was put to 
death by the emperor 1 for his wealth-they at once 
drove off his stock to be butchered, and in addition 
to his stock our own few cattle, and, as for our 
wages, no one has ever paid them. At that time, 
then, we 2 stayed of necessity at the place where 
we happened to have had our cattle and had built 
certain huts and an enclosure of palings for the 
calves, not very large or strong-just what would 
do for the summer, I suppose; for in the winter we 
grazed our cattle in the flat lands, where we had 
plenty of pasturage and a good deal of hay put 
up; but in the summer we would drive them into 

1 Domitian. 
s The word " we " refers to the two herdsmen left behind 

after the confiscation, and their families, of one of which the 
speaker was a member. 
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14 lJp'Y]. fLaXtuTa o' ev TOVTCp rip U'Ta() fLOV 
f7rOtoVVTO' r6 7€ ry/ip X,wp{ov a1roppvrov 1 exaTepw-
Bev, Kat uvuKtor:;, Ka£ out fLEU'ov 
7r0Ta,UO<; ov rpaxv<;, aXX' wr:; Kal. 
(.) \ \ , \ !;'\ ""' "\ \ \ af} , tJOVU'£ Ka£ fLOUXOt<;, TO 0€ vowp '!rO"'V Kat K apov, 
lhe Tijr:; 'Tr'TJ"fii'> E"f"fV<; avaOtOOVU''Tj<;, Kal. 1rV€VfLa 
TOV ()€pour:; ad Ota'!rveov Ot!i Tij<; cf>apwnoc;· oZ T€ 

7reptKetfLeVM opvfLol, fLaXaKol. Kal. KaTappvTot, 
f}KtU'Ta fLEV oiuTpov rpecpovrer:;, f}KtU'Ta S€ liXX'T)v 

15 rwli 7roXXot S€ 1cal, 'ffaryKaXot 
XetfLWV€<; {mo infrryXo'i<; 7€ Kat apato'i<; Sfvope(T£1) 
UV€tfLEVOt, Kat fL€UTii evea!cov<; St' 
o!cov roil ()f.pov;;, wuTe fLry 7roXvv 1rXavauBat 
To7rov. &v eveKa uvvi}Bwr:; EKe'i KaBiuTauav 

ary€X'T)v. 
K \ I " ' """ ,.. I 1\ at ToTe EfLetvav ev Tat<; U'K'Y]Vat<;, fLEXP£ av 

evpwU'£ fLtuBov nva"' t!pryov, Kat Oterpacf>rwav U'!rO 
xwp{ou fLlKpou 7raVT€Xw<;, () tfTvxov elpryaup.evot 

16 7rX'T)u£ov TOV uraBfLov. TOVTo re avTo'i<; 
t ,... f'l I "\. "\. ,... ) / \ \ 

tKavwr:;, aTe K07rpov '!ro"'"''Yl' evovury<;. Kat U'xoXryv 
&ryovTe<; a7rO TWV 7rp0<; hpdmwav, 

\ \ ' I \ t"\ \ \ .... \ 
70 f.J,€V aUTO£, TO 0€ Kat fL€Ta KVVWV, DUO ryap 
Twv E7rOfLEVWV ra'ir:; we;; p.aKpdv 1]uav 
ovx opwVT€<; TOV<; VOfL€'i<;, U7rEU'Tpe'frav E'fft TOV 
T07TOV KaTaXt7TOVT€<; aryeX1]V. OVTO£ TO fLEV 
7rpWTOV U'VV'T)KoXovBovv auTOL<;, WU7r€p E7r' &A-!co 
Tt' Ka' TOV<; fLEV XvKOV<; 07rOT€ rootev, EOLWICOV 
fLEXP£ TtVO<;, uvwv S€ "' f.!cacf>wv ovo€v avTOL<; 

17 " "'\ ' ,... )/ 2 \ ' \ €fL€"€V, €£ 0€ 71"07€ toOt€V TWV apKTWV TtVa o'fre 

1 For a11:6ppuTov Herwerden conjectures "sheer " 
von der Muehll a7r6pp1/1<'fDJI, "precipitous." I 
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the hills. It was in this place especially that 
our fathers made their steadings; for the place 
sloped in from both sides, forming a ravine, deep 
and shaded; through the centre flowed a quiet 
stream in which the cows and calves could wade 
with perfect ease; the water was abundant and 
pure, bubbling up from a spring near by; and in 
the summer a breeze always blew through the 
ravine. Then the glades round about were soft and 
moist, breeding never a gadfly or any other cattle 
pest. Many very beautiful meadows stretched 
beneath tall sparse trees, and the whole district 
abounded in luxuriant vegetation throughout the 
entire summer, so that the cattle did not range 
very far. For these reasons they regularly estab-
lished the herd there. 

" Now our fathers remained in the huts at that 
time, hoping to hire out or find some work, and they 
lived on the produce of a very small piece of land 
which they happened to have under cultivation 
near the cattle-yard. This was quite enough for 
them as it was well manured. And having nothing 
more to do with cattle they turned to hunting, some-
times going alone and at other times with dogs ; 
for two of those which had followed the cattle, after 
going a long distance and not seeing the herdsmen, 
had left the herd and returned to the place. These 
at first merely followed as if out for some other 
purpose than hunting, and though, when they saw 
wolves, they would give chase for a distance, yet to 
boars or deer they would pay no attention whatever. 
But whenever they sighted a bear, whether early or 

9 tlpwrwv Schwartz: a.ll'row or av8pdnr•"'· 
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\ I I f' "\. I \ Jf 
/€a£ 7Tpft-, rTVVHTTaf1.€VOt Te /€at 'Y]f-'VVOV, 
tf of\ , , ,, 8 , I , 

WrT7rep av et 7rpo<; av pW7TOV Ef-'aXOVTO. "fEVOf-'EVOt 
o€ TOV a'tf-'aTo<; /€at rTVWV /€at EAUcPWV !€at TWV 
1€pewv 7TOAAal€t<; err8£oVTe<;, o'fre f-'ETaf.tav8avovTe<; 

, , , 'Y. rl<;.'- 8 ... , , , 
1€pearrtv avn 'Y}oerr at, Twv f-'EV Ef-'7Tt7TAa-
f-'EVOt er 7TOT€ aAOL7J Tt, l 07TtJr€ Oe 7T€tVWVT€<;, "\ >I" I \ \ f 

'1]01] Trp TOlOVTrp 7rpO<TEtXOV !€at TO cPalVO-
f-'EVOV eOiwtcov 7Tiiv Of.tO{wr;, /€at OrT}.tij<; af.L?J"fE7TrJ Kat 
rxvou<; yrr8aVOVTO, teat a7TE/37Jrrav aVT£ ,8outc6Aw/J 
TOliOVTOL Ttver; o'frtj.La8e'i, /€at /3paOUTepot 8rypev-
Tat. 

18 X ' "'8 ' " ' ' .. Elf-'WVO<; O€ OVTO') epryov j.LEV OVOEV 'Y]V 
7TEcP'YJVO<; atJTo'ir; o{)Te elr; llrrTv /€araj31irrtv oihe elr; 

I I ,./... l;f \ \ , I 
I€Wf-'7JV Ttva• '+'Par,af-'EVOt o€ Ta<; rTIC'Y}Va<; €7Tlf-'EA€rT-

TEpov Kat 7TVI€VOTEpav 
oihwr; OteryevoVTO, Kat TO xwpiov E!€e'ivo 7Tav 
elpryarravro, !€a£ Tij<; pdwv 

19 J I \ \ J/ ,.1.. 1 r 1\, (. 

E"ft"fVETO. Ta ryap lXV7J '+'avepwrepa, W<; av ev 
' '" 'r!.. , ' "' ' \ vryprp Tlp eoa'+'et rT1JJLatVo}.teva· "' oe Xtwv /€at 

7TI:LVV T'Y]Aavryij 7rapexet, WrTT€ ovoev De'i S'YJTOVVTa 
7rparyj.LaTa Jxetv, r'l1cr7rep oooi) cPEPOVrT'f/<; E7T' aura, 
"al. Td. Bnpia }.tliA.A.ov Tt v7roJLevet ol€vovvTa· Jrrn 
o' Jn !€al. A.arywr; !€al. OOpKaOa<; ev Tat<; evval,r; 

20 l€aTaAa}.t/3avetv. o6rwr; oh TO a7r' etcdvov ot€-
f-'€tvav, ovoev Jn 7rpocrDe'f/8evTE<; ClA.A.ov j3iov. !€al. 

rTVVel;evgav "fVVatl€a<; TOt<; VlEcrtv 
€tcan;po<; avTOV Bvryarepa. o€ 
af-'cPOTEpot 7rEpvrrt rrxeoov, Td, j.LfV JTT} 7TOA.A.d, 
A.&yovTe<; 2 a /3e/3uf>l€ecrav, lrrxvpol. De Jrt /€at veot 

\ ,., \ I ,., \;" \ I I!' ) \ 
/€at ;evvawt Ta rTW}.taTa. TWV oe f-''f/TEpwv '1} Ef-''f/ 
7repterrnv. 

1 ulTov after T<, deleted by Emperius. 
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late, they would rally to the attack, barking and 
fending him off, as if they were fighting a man. 
And so, from tasting the blood of boars and deer 
and often eating their flesh, they changed their 
habits late in life and learned to like meat instead 
ofbarley-bread, gorging themselves with it whenever 
any game was caught and going hungry otherwise, 
till they finally gave more attention to the chase, 
pursued with equal zest every animal they sighted, 
began to pick up the scent and trails in some way 
or other, and thus changed from shepherd dogs into 
a sort of late-trained and rather slow hunting dogs. 

" Then when winter came on, there was no work 
in sight for the men whether they came down to 
town or to a village. So after making their huts 
tighter and the yard fence closer, they managed 
to get along and worked the whole of that plot, 
and the winter hunting proved easier. The tracks 
were naturally clearer, because printed on the damp 
ground, and the snow made them visible at a great 
distance, so that there was no need of a troublesome 
search, since a high-road, as it were, led to them, 
and the quarry was sluggish and waited longer. It 
is possible, besides, to catch hares and gazelles in 
their lairs. In this way, then, our fathers lived 
from that time on, no longer having any desire for 
a different kind of life. And they married us their 
sons to wives, each giving his own daughter. The 
two old men died about a year ago, counting the 
many years they had lived, but being still strong 
and youthful and vigorous of body. Of the mothers 
mine is yet living. 

z "A.E')'o•T•s Reiske : ("Ae')'ov. 
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'0 \ 4' d "" lt' I ) 
fL€V OVV erepor; 'TJfLO>V OV0€71"W71"0'T€ 7rOAtV 

'(3 I )/ , ) \ t'\ t' KaTe 'TJ, 71"€VT'TJKOVTa €T'TJ ryeryovwr;• eryw oe otr; 
, tf t: \ " ..... ' ,.. p,ovov, a7rar;; p,ev en p,eTa Tov 7raTpor; 

f' I \ ' 1'\ '' t'- \ 07r?JVt!Ca T'TJV arye"-1]V EtXOfL€V' VrTTepov o€ nr; 
l I l ,.. tf ,, 1 

apryvptov Wr1'7r€p EXOVTa<; n, 1C€A€UWV 
• r.. e • ' ,.., • • , aKO OV €tv €18 T'TJV 'TJfUV O€ apryvptov 

't '9 l"\"\1 l I \ )/ ' 

21 

OVIC 1]V, a"'"' a71"WfLOrTafL1]V fL'TJ EXEtV' Et p,?}, 
22 av. o€ aurov d>r; 

ICa"AA.trTTa 1 Kat ovo €A.acp€ta oepp,ara EOW!Catl.€V' 
' ' , "'\ '(} ' \ ' , Karyw 'TJICO"-OV 1]rTa Et<; T'TJV 71"0Atv. Ecp1] ryap , , .,. , , e .... , 

eu.-at Tov eTepov eA, etv Kat 7r€pt 
TOVTWV, 

Eloov ovv, ota Kat 7rpoTepov, olKiar; 7roA.A.a<; 

Kat p,eya;\ar; Kat T€tXO> e;wfJev !CapTepov Kat 
olK,! a ' f' "'" "\ ' ' ' , • .,p, Ta Ttva v 'I' 'TJ"-a Kat TETparywva ev 
Tw Teix 2 ' "' ' • et, Kat ,. "'"'a opp,ovvTa 

23 (/ ' "\' 3 ' "\. \ f' ' wu7rep ev "-lfLV'[J KaT a 71"0A "'r]V 1JrTVXtav. Toiho o' • e 'o , ,, , " , € €V a e OVIC €rTTtV ovoap,ov 071"0V KaTrJVEX(}1Jr;• 
Kat Ota TOVTO ai vi]er; a71"0AAVVTat. Taiha ovv 
€Wp ' "\' " "\ , ' ... 4 I WV Kat 71"0"-VV OX"-OV €V TaVTCtJ rTVV€tp"ffJ-€VOV , e, /3 , , , , tf 
Kat opv ov ap,1Jxavov Kat Kpav'Y1JV, wuTe €p,ol 
'o' ' ' e , "' , , e oKovv wavTe<; tJ-aXerT at aA."-'TJAOtr;. a'YH ovv 

f-l-€ 7rpor; TtVa<; apxovTar; /Cat et7re ryeA.wv, OvTor; 
l 'A..' t1 1 I ,.,J,. " t'\ , , 
eunv e'l' ov tJ-E €71"Ef-l- 'I' aTe. exet oe ovoev et P-1 
rye KDfL'TJV Kat rTK'TJvhv tJ-aA.a lrTxvpwv 

24 • ' " ' ' e ' '/3 ' , , ot oe apxovTer; etr; To eaTpov e aoto,ov, Karyw uvv 

auTo'ir;. TO o€ BeaTpov ErTHV (/)u7rep 
A.' ' ' • ' (} ' ' KOt ov, 71" 'TJV ov tJ-aKpov EKaTepw ev, a"AA.a rTTpory-

/A. 't: t I l l I 1 J 't t' 
"fV OV €\. 1]f££UOV<;, OVIC aVTOfLa'TOV, a!.,!., 'f>KOOOfL'TJ· 

1 «cl.ll.ll.ttrTa Dindorf: p.all.ttrTa, 
a Tovs m5novs after Telx•• deleted by Gee!. 
3 Ttf li.•P.'"' after ll.lp.•p deleted by Cobet. 
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"Now the other one of us has never yet been to 
town, though he is fifty years old, and I only twice 
-once when I was still a boy, with my father, 
when we had the cattle; and later on a man came 
demanding money, under the impression that we 
had some, and bade us follow him to the city. Now 
we had no money and swore on oath that we had 
not, adding that otherwise we would have given it. 
We entertained him as best we could and gave him 
two deerskins, and I followed him to the city ;1 for 
he said it was necessary for one of us to go and 
explain this matter. 

"Now, as on my former trip, I saw many large 
houses and a strong surrounding wall with a number 
of lofty square structures 2 on the wall and many 
boats lying in complete calm at anchor in a lake 
as it were. There is nothing like that anywhere here 
where you put in, and that is why the ships are 
wrecked. Now that is what I saw, and a big 
crowd herded in together and a tremendous uproar 
and shouting, so that I thought they were all fight-
ing with one another. Well, he brought me before 
certain magistrates and said with a laugh, ' This is 
the man you sent me for. He has nothing but his 
long hair and a hut of very strong timber.' Then 
the officials went into the theatre 3 and I with 
them. The theatre is hollow like a ravine, except 
that it is not long in two directions but semi-
circular, and not natural but built of stone. But 

1 Carystus or Chalcis is thought of. 2 i.e. towers. 
3 Theatres were common all over Greece, and public 

meetings were generally held in them. Cf. Acts 19, 29 f. 

A TaVTcj) Reiske : To{nrp. 
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I ... le , ro I " fl p.evov "'£ oe p.ov on uot 
0£'1]"/0Vp.a£ ua</Jro<; elOoT£ TaVTa. 

ITpwTOV p.ev ovv 'TrOAVV Ttva xpovov IJ,';\';\a T£Vct 
)I (' , "\. \ 'Q I \ \ I \ 
E'TT'paTTEV 0 Kat EJ:-JO(l)V 7T'OTE fl-EV 'TT'p'fro<; Kat 

'TT'avTer;, e'TT'atvovVTer; nvar;, TroT€! oe 
25 u</Joopa ICal opry£Aro<;. Se TOVTO xaAe'TT'OV TO 

Tfj<; opryfjr; avTwv· ICal TOV<; avOpwTrOU<; eUOvr; 
't: I -,. > I fl t \ J e5eTr"''1/TTov O£<; aveKparyov, rouTe O£ p.ev avTrov 

ol Sf! Tct lp.aTta eppl'TT'TOUV 
(' \ '"' ,/... f /:) ) \ \ ) \ d f: ' I vTro Tou eryw oe ICa£ auTo<; aTras o'AJ,ryou 
ICaTeTrerrov V'TT'O Tfj<; 1Cpauryfjr;, IJJuTrep KAVSrovo.; 

26 eEal</Jv7Jr; IJ empparyelu1J<;. /J,';\';\ot oe 
T£Ve<; &v8pro7rO£ TraptoVTE<;, oi S' EK p.eurov civtrrTa-
p.evot, SteAeryovTO 'TT'po<; TO 7T'A.fj8or;, ot p.ev oAtrya 
Mp.aTa, oi Se 7T'OAAOV<; Aoryou<;. ICal TWV p.ev 

TroA,vv nva xpovov, TO£<; Se exaAeTratvov 
> e I A..(} t: I \ > ro \ IJ- J 1 ev v<; 't' ery5ap.evot<; Kat ovoe E'TT'eTpe'TT'ov. 
'ETret Se ICaOerrTauav 7T'OTE Kat eryeveTO, 

27 ICap.e. Kat ei'TT'e T£<;, Ovn)<; EUT£V, ;;, 

avope<;, TWV 1Cap7T'ovp.evrov T1]v Sru.torrlav ryfjv 
'TrOAAct gT'f} OU p.ovov auTo<;, a"l\,';\ct Kat o 
aUTOV 'TT'poTepov, ICat ICaTavep.ouut Tct Op'T] 
ICat ryeropryovrrt ICat ()'T]pevouut ICat oliC[a<; evrpiCoSo-

1 -,.-,. \ \ > 1, > ,1.. I \ 
fl-TJKaU£ 'Tr0/\.1\.a<; ICat EfJ-'Trf!'t'UTEVICaU£ ICa£ 
a)\,7\,a Tro)\,7\,ct gXOUU£V arya8ct olJTE ICaTa-

ouSevl Tfj<; ryfjr; olJTe oropectv 'TT'apct TOO 
28 vTrep Tlvo<; ryctp ICal 

OE TQ, IJJ.'Erepa tcal olJre 
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perhaps you are laughing at me for telling you 
what you know perfectly well. 

"Now at first the crowd deliberated on other 
matters for a considerable while, and they kept up 
a shouting, at one time in gentle fashion and all of 
them in cheerful mood, as they applauded certain 
speakers, but at other times with vehemence and in 
wrath. This wrath of theirs was something terrible, 
and they at once frightened the men against whom 
they raised their voices, so that some of them ran 
about begging for mercy, while others threw off 
their cloaks through fear. I too myself was once 
almost knocked over by the shouting, as though a 
tidal wave or thunder-storm had suddenly broken 
over me. And other men would come forward, or 
stand up where they were, and address the multi-
tude, sometimes using a few words, at other times 
making long speeches. To some of these they 
would listen for quite a long time, but at others 
they were angry as soon as they opened their 
mouths, and they would r.wt let them so much as 
cheep. 

" But when they finally settled down and there 
was quiet, they brought me forward. And someone 
cried out, ' This man, sirs, is one of the fellows who 
have been enjoying the use of our public land for 
many years, and not only he but his father before 
him. They graze their cattle on our mountains, 
farm and hunt, have built many houses, have set 
out vines, and enjoy many other advantages without 
paying rent to anybody for the land or ever having 
received it from the people as a gift. For what. pray, 
would they ever have received it? And though they 
occupy what is ours and are wealthy, yet they have 

JOI 
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XetTOVP'YLav 7rW7rOT€ eA.etTovpryrwav ovl3ep,lav olhe 

p,o'ipav Ttva V7T'OT€A.ovcrt TWV rytryVOfLEVWV, aXX' 
' "\ \ >"\ I <:' "\ d 

aT€"-€£<; Kat al\.€tTOVp"f1]Tot otaT€"-OUJtV, WJ7r€p 

e?Jepryemt Tij<; 7ro"A.ew<;, oip,at 8e, p,7]8e 

29 EA7]Xue€vat 7T'W7T'OT€ avTOV<; eveaoe. Karyci> av€-

vwcra. 0 13€ lJxXo<; eryeXarrev eh<; eil3e. Kat 0 Xerywv 

EK€lVO<; wp"f[CIB1] f'Trt Tip "fEAWTt Kat p,ot €A.otl3o-
,, , ',r, E' <:-pH TO. €7r€tTa €7rlrrTpe 'J' a<;, t ouv, €'t'1J, ooKet TauT a 

" , A-.(} ' " ' ' <:' ouuv<;, OVK av 't' avotp,ev a7raVTE<; Ta Kotva otap-
' I! \ \ I ""' I"\ r1 

7rarravre<;, ot fL£iV Ta XP7JfLaTa T1J'> 7T'OI\.€W<;, wrr1rep 
' 'A , ,.. ,.. ' I! , , , 

afL€t €£ Kat VUV 'TrOLOVri£ TW€<;, 0£ 0€ T1JV xwpav 
I \ f C' "" '\ , f 

KaTaV€tfLafL€VOt fL1J 7retrravTe<; up,a<;, eav €7rtTpe-
·'· () I I >I I • 'J'1JT€ TOt<; 7]pLOt<; TOVTOt<; 7rpotKa EX€£V 1r"A.eov 1J 

xlXta 7rXeBpa ryij<; Tij<; apiCIT1J<;, fJeev vp,'iv 

Tpe'ir:; xoivtKa<; 'ATTtKa<; riLTOU Xap,j3avew KaT' 

avl3pa. 

30 'E ' <:' .\ ' ' ' ,... " '<:' I ryw oe aKourrar:; erye"'arra ocrov eouvap,7JV , , ... . , . . , 1' 
fLE"ftriTOV. TO 0€ 7r Nf] O<:; OUK€T €"f€AWV, Wri7r€p 

, ....... ' '() IQ ' I:'\ " B 7rpoTepov, a"'"' e oput-Jovv. o oe av pw7ro<; 1 

, ... ' \ 1:' \ , Q-... '·'· , ' \ • exat\.€7ratv€ Kat O€£VOV €f-tt-J"-€ 'J' a<; €£<; €jJ.,€ €£7r€V, 
(0 ,.. \ , ' \ ' "'(.J paTe T1JV etpwvetav Kat T1JV Vt-Jptv Tov 

KaBapf.LaTo<;, eh., 1rctvv Bparrew<; ,· tJv 

a7raryetv oXlryou O€w Kat TOV KOlVWVOV ahov. 

7rvvfJavop,at ryap 8vo eivat ToV<; Kopv4>alou<; Twv 
"\ A-., " 1:'' ' , " KaT€l"-1J't'OTWV a1rarrav rrxeoov TTJV EV TO£<; operrt 

31 ' " ' ' ' ..... xwpav, Otf.Lat ryap aUTOV<; j-tTJV€ TWV Vavary{wv 

THE SEVENTH, OR EUBOEAN, DISCOURSE 

never performed any public service, nor do they 
pay any tax on what they make, but live free from 
taxes and public services as though they were bene-
factors of the city. Yes, and I believe,' he con-
tinued, ' that they have never come here before.' 
I shook my head,! and the crowd laughed when they 
saw. This laughing enraged the speaker and he 
abused me roundly. Then turning toward the audi-
ence once more, he said,' Well, then, if these doings 
meet with your approval, we had all better lose no 
time in looting the public property, some of us taking 
the city's money,just as certain individuals are even 
now doing, no doubt, and others squatting upon the 
land without your consent, if you are going to let 
these backwoodsmen hold without payment more 
than 250 acres of the best land, from which you 
might get three Attic measures 2 of grain per 
head.' 

" When I heard this, I laughed as loud as I could. 
The crowd, however, did not laugh as before but 
became very noisy, while the fellow grew angry, and 
giving me a fierce look, said, ' Do you see the de-
ceitfulness and impudence of the scamp and how 
insolently he mocks me ? I have a mind to have 
him and his partner dragged off to prison ; for I 
understand that there are two ringleaders of this 
gang that has seized practically all the land in the 
mountains. Yes, and I do not believe they keep 

1 Literally, "threw. my head up (or back)." With the 
Greeks this indicated denial or dissent just as shaking the 
head does with us. 

2 The Attic measure or choinix was nearly a quart. 

1 6 after il.>8ponros deleted by Cobet. 
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a7T'exeu8at Tidv €1C&CT'TO'T€ €K7rt7r'T6V'T(I)JJ, 

a1rras crxeoov 'T£ Ttt<; Kacp'l]p[oa<; oltcovvTa<;. 
7roBev ryttp oihw<; 7rOA-VTeA-e'i<> a'Ypou<;, fi-UA.A.ov S€ 
o'l\.a<; ICWJI-a'> tca'T€CTIC€VctCTaVTO tcat 'TOCTOV'TOV 
7rA-i}Bo<; /3oCT/C1'}}1-ctT(.r)V tca£ S€V"f'YJ Kat avopa7rOOa; 

32 tcat V}J-fii<; oe ruw<; opa'T€ av'TOV €gw}J-ioa 00'> 

rpavA-'1] tcat To O€pf1-a & oevpo €va'fraf1-evo<; 
Ti}'> V Jl€TEpa<> gV€K€V a7rct'T'I]'>' W'> 7r'TWXO'> oi;A.ov O'Tt 
tcat ovoev gxwv. €ryw fi-EV ryap, gcpTJ, /3A.f7r(l)V avTov 
f.Lttcpov oeoottca, &cr7rep Otf.Lat 'TOV Nav7rA.tov opwv 
, ' d ' ' " a1ro 'TOV a't'TJP€(1)'> 1JKOVTa. /Cat ryap 0£}1-at 
7rvpcreve£V aiJTov a1r0 TWV tlKp(l)v Tot<; 7rA.I.ovcrtJ-

33 o7r(l)'> EK7rL7r'T(l)CTtv el<> Ttts 7rETpa<;. Tavra o€ 
Etc€LVOV A.eryOV'TO'> tcat 7roA.A.tt 7rpo<; 'TOV'TOt<;, 0 Jl-fV 
oxA.o<; i}ryptoV'TO' E"fW S€ i}7ropovv tcat E0eOOLIC€tV }1-i] 
T[ fi-E €prydcrwvTat tcatc6v. 

II "'0' <:-' ""' "\ ' 'A. ' , ' ape'" (l)V oe a"'"'o" T£'>, (I)'> e'l'atV€TO, €7r£€£1C'Yf'> 
tlv0priJ7rO'> a7ro T€ Toov A.o'Ywv oD<; €t7r€ tcat a1ro 

"" ' .... \ 'E::' ... ' Tov CTXTJJlaTo<;, 7rpwTov f1-€V 1'}c;,tov CT£(1)7r1]()at To 

7rA-i}8o<;· tcat €crtW7rTJCTav· g7r€£Ta et1re TV cp(l)vfi 
O'Tt OVOEV aO£/COVCTtV ot Tfj<> 

xwpa<; Epryal;o}l€VOt Kat tcaTaCTtc€VctSOV'I"€'>, a'l\.;\tt 
34 TOVVaV'TLOV E7raLVOV OttcaL(l)'> fiv rvryxavoteV' tcat oe'i 

TO'i<; oltcoOo f.LOV()£ tcat rpVT€UOVCTt 01JJI-OCT[av 
ryi}v xaA-€7rW'> exetv, aA.A.tt To?<> tcaracpBeipovcrtv. 
€7rel tca£ vvv, erf>n, 6J tlvope<>, crxeoov n 'Ta SUo 
JlEPTJ Tij<; xwpa<; ep'l]f.Lct 1 ECT'T£ ot' tLJI-EA.etav 
Te ot' tcat oA.t'YavB p(l)7rLav. tcaryw 1roA.A.tt tcEtcT'I]fl-at 

1 Pflugk: opnv&.. 
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their hands off the wrecks that are cast up from 
time to time, living as they do almost above the 
rocks off Cape Caphereus.I Where, otherwise, did 
they get such valuable fields, nay, rather, entire 

and such numbers of cattle and draught 
ammals and slaves? Perhaps, too, you note how 
poor his blouse is and the skin he put on to come 
here in order to deceive you with the notion that 
he is evidently a beggar and has nothing. For my 
part, said he, when I look at him, I am almost 
frightened, as I fancy I should be if I saw Nauplius 2 

come from Caphereus. I believe he flashes mariners 
a signal from the heights so as to decoy them on 
to the rocks.' While he said this and much more 
besides, the crowd grew ugly, while I was sore 
perplexed and afraid they might do me some 
mischief. 

" Then another person came forward, a good 
kindly man, to judge from the words he spoke and 
from his appearance. He first asked the people to be 
silent, and they became silent, and then in a quiet 
tone he said that they who tilled the country's idle 
land and got it into shape did no wrong, but, on 
the contrary, deserved commendation. They should 
not be angry at those who built upon public land and 
planted trees upon it, but at those who injured it. 
' At this moment, sirs,' he said, ' almost two-thirds of 
our land is a wilderness because of neglect and lack 
of population. I too own many acres, as I imagine 

1 A rocky dangerous promontory at the south-east corner 
of Euboea. 

2 King of Euboea. In revenge for the death of his son 
Palamedes at Troy through the treachery of Odysseus, he 
lighted beacon fires on the promontory as the Greeks were 
returning and lured many of their ships to destruction. 

vor •. I. L 
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7r:\e8pa, wu7rep tea£ /1:\:\or; nr;, ov JI-OVOV ev 
TOtr; lJpeutv, a:\:\a Kat Ell TOtr; m;Otvot<;, £1. er Tt<; 
e8e"A-ot ryewpryetv, ov JI-OIIOV 7rp0ttea oo['Yjv, a:\:\a 

35 "a£ apryuptov tjoew<; ofj:\ov ryap 
t ) \ "'\. I ) t:' I \ t \ t1 

ro<; Ef.l-O' '11"1'-EOvor; a,.ta rytryveTat, teat af.La 'YJOV 
xwpa ol"OVf.LEII'YJ "a£ Ellepryo<;' i} o' ep'YJJI-0<; ov 
f.l-011011 a11wcpe:\e<; ICTfjJI-a Tot<; exovutv, a:\:\a "at 
ucpoopa e'Aeet11ov Te teal ovuTvxlall n11a "aT'YJryo-

36 pov11 Troll oeu'TroTroll. wuTe f.l-Ot ooteet 1'-aA-A-o11 
h€pov<; 7rpoTpE7rew, l5uov<; ov11'YJu8e Troll 'TrOAt-
Trov, eprya,eu8at Tij<; O'YJJI-OCT[a<; ryij<; ii7ro:\a{3o11Ta<;, 
TOU<; f.l-EII Ttlla exoiiTa<; '11"Ae£w, TOU<; o€ 
7T'EV'YJTar;, l5CT'TJII tJtcaCTTOr; V OVIIaTo<;, rlla Vf.l-tll 

T€ xwpa Ellepryo<; V "a£ Troll '11"0AtTrov oi 8€:\ovTer; 
\:'I " I J '\ '\ I " > 1 OVO TWII teatewv, aprytar; 

37 teal 7T'ell[a<;. E'Trt U"a f.LEII OVII eT'YJ 7rp0ttca 
EXOVT(J)II' o€ Toiholl TOV xpovov Tagaf.LeVot 
f.l-Otpav o:\{ry1]V 7rapEXETWCTall a'TrO TroV "ap7rroV, 
a'TT'O Troll {3oute'Y}f.LaTWV JI-'YJOEV. eav Se Tt<; 
1:1 " I >I \ • 1:'\ ' sEVO<; ryewpry'{/1 71"€IIT€ ET'YJ "at OVTOt f.l-'YJOEV V'11"0TE-
AOUVTWV1 fluTepov o€ Ot'TrAaCTtOV lj ol 7T'OALTat. 
0. \:'\ .. '1: I " 1:1 1:' I '\ '8 o<; oe av e,.epryau'Y}Tat TWII ,.evwll otaKouta 'TT' I'-€ pa, 
'TrOA{T'YJV avTOII etvat, Z'11a ro<; 7T'AEtUTOt 6Jutll ol 

38 'E ' "" ' ' ' "" ' "" " 7T'Et IIVV rye "a£ Ta 7rpo TWII '11"Vf'-(l)V arypta 
7raiiT€Aro<; ECTTt teat aluxpa OEtllro<;, WU7r€p Ell 
EP'YJJI-{q, TV {3a8vnLTT/, ovx ro<; 7rpOaCTTlOV 7T'OAEW<;' 
Ttl oe rye EVTO<; TeLXOV<; CT'TT'elpeTat Ttl 7T'AetuTa 

, , , ,.. "t: ",J.,. e I 
"a' "aTaiiEJI-eTat. OVICOVV astoV, €'t''YJ• 

Troll P'YJTOpwv, l5n Tour; JI-EV E7T't Tip Kacp'YJpe£ 
cptA-epryovvTa<; EV TOt<; euxaTOt<; Tij<; Ev{3o£a<; 

rl, " \ 1:'' \ I " CTVICO't'aVTOVCTt, TOV<; 0€ TO ryewpryovv-
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some others do, not only in the mountains but also 
on the plains, and if anybody would till them, I 
should not only give him the chance for nothing but 
gladly pay money besides. For it is plain that they 
become more valuable to me, and at the same time 
the sight of land occupied and under cultivation is a 
pleasing one, while waste lands are not only a use-
less possession to those who hold them, but very 
distressing evidence of some misfortune of their 
owners. Wherefore, I advise you rather to encour-
age all the other citizens you can to take some of 
the public land and work it, those who have some 
capital taking more, and the poorer citizens as much 
as each is able to handle, that your land may be in 
use, and the citizens who accept may be free from 
two very great evils-idleness and poverty. So let 
these men have it free for ten years, and after that 
period let them agree to pay a small portion from 
their produce but nothing from their cattle. If any 
alien takes up land, let him likewise pay nothing for 
the first five years, but after that twice as much as 
the citizens. And let any alien who shall put fifty 
acres under cultivation be made a citizen, in order 
to encourage as many as possible. 

" ' At the present moment even the land just 
outside the city gates is quite wild and terribly 
unattractive, as though it were in the depths of a 
wilderness and not in the suburbs of a city, while 
most of the land inside the walls is sown or grazed. 
It is therefore surprising that orators trump up 
charges against the industrious people of Caphereus 
in the remote parts of Euboea, and yet hold that the 
men farming the gymnasium and grazing cattle in 
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Ta<; Kat a"fopav KaTaVf.f,.I,OVTa<; OUOEV orovTat 
39 7rote'iv oewov. fJA.€7reTe 'Yap auTot ()Tt 

\ I t "' Jf I tf TO "fVfWautov Vf-tW apovpav 7r€7I"Ot'Y}Kautv, wuT€ 
TOV 'HpaKAEa Kat ll"A-Aovc; avopufvmc; uvxvovc; 
V'TI"O TOU B€povc; a71"0K€KpvrpBat, TOV') f,.I,EV 
TOV<; o€ Bewv· Kat ()Tt Ka()' nt-t€pav Ta TOU /n7Topoc; 
TOVTOV 7rpofJam [wBev elc; Ti']V a"fopav €t-tfla"A.Aet 
Kat KaTaVEf-t€Tat Ta 1 7r€pt To Kal 
Tlt apxe'ia· TOV'> 7rpWTOV 2 
1:' \ \ "\ ,.., \ <:' \ o;€VOV<; TOV') f-t€V KaTa"fE"aV T'Y}'> 7r0"'€W<;, TOV') 0€ 

olKTe£petv 7rcLAtV OVV TaUTa aKOVUaVT€<; 
Wp"f£SOVTO 7rpo<; EK€LVOV Kat €Bopv{Jouv. 

40 Kat TotauTa 7rotwv Tovc; TaAat7rwpovc; lotwTac; 
Ot€Tat oe'iv a7ra'Ya"f€LV, tva o1J"-ov OTt f-t7JO€t<; 
ep"faS7JTal TO AOt71"0V, a"A.A.' oi f,.I,EV "A.?JUT€V-
wuw, oi o' ev TV 7rO"A-€t A.w7rOOVTWUtv. Ef,.I,Ot oe, 
erp1J, OOK€L TOVTOV<; eav erp' o'lc; auTOL 
V71"0T€"A.OUVTa<; TO A.ot'TI"OV ()uov f-tETptov, 7r€p), o€ 
TWV ff,1,7rpouBev 7rpouoowv UV"f"fVWVat avTo'ic;, ()Tl 
, \ ' "' I \ ,., EP7Jf1-0V Kat axpetov "fEWP"frJUaVT€<; TrJV "f1JV KaTe-
AafJovTo. eav OE Be"A.wut. KaTa{Jal\_e'iv TOU 
xwp£ou, a7ro8cJu8at· auTOL<; e"A.aTTOVO<; f, (},A,A.ot<;. 

41 El'TI"OVTO<; OE auTOU TOtaUTa, 7ra"A.tv 0 apx1Jc; 
EKe'ivoc; aVTE"A-€"f€V, Kat e"-otoopouVTO f'TI"t 7ro"A-v. 
TE"A-oc; o€ Kat Ef,.I,E EKEAEVOV el7r€LV ()n fJovA.ot-tat. 

Kat T£ f-t€, erpYJV, oe'i A.e"f€W ; IIpoc; Ttt elpn-
f-tEVa, et71"€ Tt'> Twv KaBrJt-t€vwv. OvKovv "A-€"fw, 
"A.. d 'B' ,.., B' , -? ,, ' ' 42 Ey-'Y}V, OTt OV €V a"''YJ €') €UTtV WV €tp7]K€V. E"fW 

1 -ril added by Reiske. 
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the market-place are doing nothing out of the way. 
You can doubtless see for yourselves that they have 
made your gymnasium into a ploughed field, so that 
the Heracles and numerous other statues are hidden 
by the corn, some those of heroes and others those 
of gods. You see too, day after day, the sheep 
belonging to this orator invade the market-place 
at dawn and graze about the council chamber and 
the executive buildings. Therefore, when strangers 
first come to our city, they either laugh at it or 
pity it.' Now on hearing this they burst into a 
rage against that first speaker in his turn and made 
a great uproar. 

" 'Yet though the accuser does such things, he 
thinks that humble and needy citizens ought to be 
haled off to prison, so that no one, forsooth, may do 
any work hereafter, but that those outside the city 
may live by brigandage and those within by thievery. 
I move,' he continued, ' that we leave these men in 
possession of what they themselves have created, 
provided they pay a moderate tax hereafter, and 
that we cancel all arrears to date, since they tilled 
land that had been wild and valueless and gained 
possession in that way. If, however, they wish to 
pay a price for their farm, let us sell to them at a 
cheaper figure than to anybody else.' 

" When he had thus concluded, that first speaker 
again spoke in reply, and the two stormed at each 
other for a long time. But finally I was bidden to 
say whatever I wished. 

" ' And what ought I to say ? ' I asked. ' Reply 
to what has been said,' cried one from his seat. 
'Well then, I declare,' said I, 'that there is not 
one word of truth in what he has said. And as for 

309 
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pev, 6J ltvope<;, evinrvta rPf.t1)V, ecp1JV, opav, arypoUr; 
Kat KWf.la<; Kat 7'0tafha cf>A.vapovvTO<;. oe 

,, ' '' ,, rt '' '' '' OUT€ KWf.l'f]V EXOf.J-€V OUT€ L7T7TOV<; OV7'€ OVOV<; OUT€ 
fJov<;. eUJe ,,ap -lJv exetv l5cm OVTO<; eA.eryev 
aryaBa, 7va /Cat up,'iv EOW!Cap,ev !Cal alJTOt 7'WV 
p,a!Capiwv ryp,ev. Kat Ta vvv oe OVTa iKava 
€a-nv, ci!v n (3ovA.ea-8e A.a(3eTe' Krtv 1ravm 
€8€A.?)T€, f!Tepa /CT'f]U"6p,e8a. E7Tt TOV7''f' o€ 
Tip )...6ryqJ €7T(Jvea-av. 

43 Elm e1rrypwm p,e o &pxwv Ti OVV'YJa-op,eBa 
oovvat Tip ; /Caryw, T€a-a-apa, ecp?)V, eA.acf>eta 
OEpf.LaTa 7Tavv KaA.a. oZ oe 7TOAAOt alJTWV ery€-
A.aa-av. 0 o€ &pxwv 7Tpo<; p,e. Ta 
ryap ltp!Ceta, ecp1)V, U"KA?)pa EU"7'tV /Cat Tct Tparyeta 

> >It I >1, ' \ ... 1 \ \ \ ou/C ac;ta TOVTwv, a"'"'a oe 7Ta"'ata, Ta oe p,t!Cpa 
avTWV' el oe (3ovA.ea-8e, Ka!Ce'iva )t..a(3eTe. 7TaAtV 
OVV /Cat ecp1J f.J-E ltrypotKOV €lVat 7Tav-

44 7'€AW<;. /Caryw, TiaA.tv, €l7TOV, av Kat (TU arypoU<; 
AE"f€1<; ; OV/C aKOV€l'> l5n arypovr; OVK exop,ev ; 

'0 o€ f.l€ el Ta'AaVTOV E/CaTepor; 'ATTtKOV 
Sovvat B€A.otp,ev. eryw oe €l7TOV, Ovx 7a-mp,ev Tct 
Kpea et 0' /iv fj, O{Oop,€V. fCJ7't Oe oil,[rya 
ev aA.a-[, Tlt'A'Aa S' ev Tip Ka7Tvip g?)pa, ov 7TOAV 
EICEiVWV xe£pw, U"KEA£0e<; VWV Kat EAacp€10£ Ka£ 

45 aA.'Aa ryevva'ia Kpea. evmvBa €Bopv(3ovv Kat 
'freuOea-8a£ f.l€ ecf>aa-av. o oe p,e el U"tTOV 
exop,ev Kat 7TOU"OV TtVa. ei7TOV TOV OVTa a'A?)Bwr;· 

1 &')'po<Kbs here really means clownish or boorish, but land· 
loper (tramp) is used to translate it in an attempt to preserve 
the pun in the Greek. 
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me, sirs,' I continued, ' I thought I was dreaming 
when he prated about fields and villages and such 
like. We have no village or horses or asses or 
cattle. I wish we might possess all the good things 
he described, that we might not only have given 
to you but might also belong to the wealthy class 
ourselves ! Yet what we even now have is sufficient 
for us, and do you take whatever you wish of it. 
Even if you want all, we shall replace it.' At these 
words they applauded. 

" Thereupon the magistrate asked me what we 
would be able to give to the people, to which I 
replied,' Four deer pelts of excellent quality.' Here 
the majority laughed and the magistrate was vexed 
at me. ' That is because the bear skins are rough,' 
I continued, ' and the goat skins are not as good 
as they. Some are old and some are small. But 
take these too, if you wish.' Then he was vexed 
once more and said that I was a downright land-
loper,l and I replied,' Do I again hear mention of 
lands, and from you? Did I not tell you that we 
have no lands? ' 

" He asked next whether we would agree each 
to give an Attic talent,2 and I replied, 'We do not 
weigh our meat, but we will give whatever we have. 
There is a little salted down, but the rest is smoked 
and not much inferior to the other. There are sides 
of bacon and venison and other excellent meats.' 
Then they did raise an uproar and called me a liar. 
The man also asked me if we had any grain and 
about how much. I told him the exact amount. 

2 The speaker referred to the silver money talent worth 
somewhat more than £200 ($1000). The countryman knew 
the talent only as a weight, about 85 pounds at that time. 
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i\ 1 ",I.. t'l \ I e L.J.VO, E't'TJV, p.eotp.VOV<; 7TVprov Kat TETTapar; Kpt (J)IJ 

TOCTOlJTOV<; Keryxprov, KVap.rov OE OV 
ryap eryevoVTO Ti]Ter;. TOV<; p.Ev ovv 7TVpovr; 

I e 1 >1,1.. < "\ I/:) I t'l I Tar; Kpt ar;, E't'TJV, vp.etr; AatJ€T€, Tar; O€ KE"/XPOV<; 
llrpere. el OE Keryxprov oe'iuOe, Kal Tavrar; 

Xa/3ere. 
46 Ovo€ olvov 1rote'iTe ; dXXor; Ttr; TJPWTTJuev. 

II • • • ',I.. I t'' otovp.ev, et7Tov. av ovv Ttr; vp.rov a't'LKTJTat, owuo-
,.k! ' I f' ,.. \ p.ev· 01rror; oe TJt;EL 't'eprov auKov nva· TJfJ-Etr; ryap 

OV/C iixop.ev. ITouat ryap Ttver; elutv vp'iv 11JL-
7T€AOt; p.ev, ilcpTJV, at 7Tpo TWV Ovpwv, iluro 
o€ Ti]r; avXi]r; efJCO(J"£' JCal TOV 7TOTap.ov 7TEpav 
ar; iJvaryxor; erpvrevuaJLEV, bepat TOCTaUTat• elu£ 
t-1 ,1.. lt' I I Q 1 ,1.. 1 oe ryevvatat u't'oopa /Cat Tovr; tJOTpvr; 't'epovut 
p.eryaXovr;, lhav o[ 7TaptoVT€<; E7Tarpwuw avrovr;. 

47 iva OE 7rparypaTa iixTJT€ JCaO' ;/CaCTTOV epw-
TWVTE<;, epw JCal TllXXa 11 ECTT£11 alryer; 
> \ e 1"\ _ t:) "\ t:) I I >f: > OKTW 'lJ""'tat, tJOV<; ICOAOtJTJ• p.ouxaptOV Et; aVTTJ<; 

7TUVV JCaXov, ope7Tava TETTapa, OlKeXXat TETTaper;, 
Xoryxat rpe'ir;, paxatpav E/Carepor; /CEKTT}Tat 
7Tpor; Ta OT]pia. ra OE JCepaJLta CT/CEVTJ Tt av 
Xeryot Ttr; ; JCal ryvva'iJCer; elut JCal Tothrov 
TEJeva· olJCoup.ev OE Ell ovul CTICT]Va'ir; JCaXa'ir;· 
JCal Tplnw ilxopev ov JCe'irat To utraptov Kal 
T{j, OEppaTa, 

48 . el7T€V 0 Mrwp, lJ7TOV JCal TO apryvptov 
turor; JCaTopvTTET€. OvJCOVV, ilrpYJv, avauJCao/ov 
e'XOrov, w pwpe. rlr; OE KaTopvTT€£ apryvptov ; 

' \ \ ,I.. / I ' "'0 ' > I ov ryap O'fJ 't'verat rye. evrav a 1ravrer; eryeXrov, 
eJCelvov JLOL OOKe'iv JCaTaryeXauavrer;. 

Tavra ilunv el ovv JCa£ 1ravra OeXere, 
E/COVT€<; vp.'iv xapt,Of.LEOa, OVOEV vp.ar; 
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'Three bushels of wheat,' said I, ' six of barley, and 
the same amount of millet, but only four quarts of 
beans, since there were none this year. Now do 
you take the wheat and the barley,' said I, 'and 
leave us the millet. But if you need millet, take it 
too.' 

" • And do you not make any wine? ' another 
asked. 'We make it,' I said,' so that if any one of 
you comes, we will hand it over, but be sure to 
bring some kind of wineskin with you, since we 
haven't any.' ' Now, just how many vines have 
you? ' ' Two,' I replied, ' outside our doors, twenty 
in the yard, the same number across the river that 
we set out recently. They are of very fine quality 
and yield large clusters when the passers-by leave 
them alone. But to spare you the trouble of asking 
about every detail, I will tell you what else we have : 
eight she-goats, a mulley 1 cow with a very pretty 
calf, four sickles, four grub hoes, three spears, and 
each of us owns a hunting knife. As for the crockery 
-why should one mention that? We have wives 
too, and children by them. We live in two pretty 
huts, and we have a third where the grain and the 
pelts are kept.' 

"'Yes by heavens,' said the orator, 'where you 
bury your money too, I suspect.' ' Well then,' 
said I, ' come and dig it up, you fool ! Who buries 
money in the ground? It certainly does not grow.' 
Then everybody laughed, and it was at him, I 
thought. 

" ' That is what we have; and now, if you want 
everything, we are willing to give it to you volun-

1 That is, hornless or polled. 
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Jcf>atpe'iuOat Se'i 7Tpo" fl!av fflu7Tep aA.A.o'Tptrov 1] 
49 "' J I \ "\."' ,., f I J 'TTOV'YJprov• E'Tl"Et 'TOt !Cat ?TOI\.t'Tat 'T'YJ'O ?TOAEW<; EUJL€V, 

ro<; eryro 'TOV 7Ta'Tpo<; tCa£ ?TO'T€ etCe'ivo<; 
!:' > ,1.. I > \ > I !:'. 1:' I oevpo a't'tiCO/L€VO<;, E?Tt'TVX(I)V apryvptrp 0£00/LfiV(I), 
!Cat aVTO<; ev 'TO'i<; ?TOALTat<;. OVICOVV 

7ToA.l'Ta<; 'TOV<; wa'ioa<;. !Cltv 
?TOT€ S€7Ju8€, vl"'iv wpo<; A.yu'TCt<; 1] 
7Tpd<; ?TOA€/LLOV<;. vvv l"ev ovv EU'Ttv· eav 
S€ 7TO'T€ UV!Lflfi tCatpo<; 'TOWV'TO<;, evg€u8€ 'TOV<; 
woA.A.ov<; O!Lo£ov<; ryap 
'TOV rye 'TOV MTopa voi"£,€Te l"aX€'iu8at 'TO'T€ wep£ 
vl"wv, ry€ A.otoopovl"evov fflu7T€p 'Ta., ryvva'itCa<;. 

50 ,.. I ,.. \ ,.. 1 f'l 1 T(I)V /LfiV'TOt 1Cp€roV Kat 'T(I)V o€p/LaTroV, OTaV rye 
'Toi ?TO'T€ e'Aro!L€V 87Jplov, l"o'ipav orouol"ev· /LOvov 

, , ... " 1:'' ... I e 7T"€/L7r€'T€ 'TOV 1\.'Y} 'I' 0/L€VOV, €aV O€ IC€1\.€VU'l}'T€ tCa -
'" , , u t:h' 8 " €1\.ELV 'Ta<; UtCYJVa<;, fit n 1.u,a?T'TOVUt, tCa e'Aov!L€V. 
>.._ ... 1 " t' I t " 1 e I!:' J I ./). " a"'"' 071"(1)<; OWU€T€ 7]/Ltll €V ao€ Ot/Ctav• .,, 7TW<; 

v7reveryK€'iv OVV1JUOf.1.€8a 'TOV 'X,€£/LWVo<; ; vl"'iv 
?ToA.A.a fV'Td<; 'TOV 'T€lxov<;, ev oX<; OV0€t<; 

oltC€'i· 'TOVTWV €l oe OVIC evOaSe 
ovoe 7Tp0<; 'Tjj U'Tevoxroptq, TOUOVT(I)V av-

e I ' J ,.. f \ .. J ,.. pro7rrov €V ravTrp otaryovTrov Kat 7J!L€£<; €voxA.ov-
!LEV, ov s,a, ry€ rovra /LETOttCi,euBat &gto£ 
fU/L€V, 

51 "0 Se ETOA/L'TJU€V €l?T€'iv 7Tep£ TWV vavarylrov 
7rp/iry/La oihro<; avouwv Kat 7rOV7JPOli-'TOV'TO ryap 

" > 1: ... lJ I ' <.\ I U\:' /LtKpOV €<;;€1\.aUO/L'fJV €£7r€W, 0 ?TaVT(I)V 7rp(I)T0V €0€£ 

/Le elpTJKevat-'TL'> llv wore vl"wv ; 
7Tpo<; ryap rfi au€f)€Lf! Kat aOUVa'TOV fUT£V EKe'i8€V 
Kat O'TlOVV A.a(:3e'iv, O?TOV tCal TWV guA.rov ovoev 

A' " '0 ... -A ' 'rl.. rf ' ' '; €?V €U'T£V t, E!V 'I] ov;ro, 
€/C7rL?TT€L, tCaL €UTW €/C€LV'Y} /LOV'l] 'IJ aiC'T'IJ a?Taurov 
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tarily. There is no need for you to take it from us 
by force as though it belonged to foreigners or 
rogues; for, mark you, we are citizens too of this 
city, as I used to hear my father say. And once he 
too came here just when a grant of money was being 
made, as it happened, and got some too along with 
the rest. Therefore we are raising our children to 
be your fellow-citizens ; and should you ever need 
them, they will help you against brigands and 
foreign foes. Just now there is peace; but if ever 
such a crisis does arise, you will pray heaven that 
the majority be like ourselves. For do not imagine 
that this talker will fight for you then, unless, indeed, 
it be to scold like a woman. Besides, whenever we 
catch any game, we will give you a part of the meat 
and of the skins ; only send someone to get them. 
Then if you bid us raze our huts, we will do so if 
they trouble you. But you must give us housing 
here ; else how shall we endure the winter's cold? 
You have many empty houses inside the city walls ; 
one of tbem will be enough for us. Yet if we choose 
to live elsewhere than here and thus avoid adding to 
the congestion caused by so many people being 
huddled together, that surely is no reason for 
moving us. 

" • Then as to that ghoulish and wicked practice 
in case of wrecked vessels which the speaker had the 
hardihood to accuse us of-and I almost forgot to 
speak of it, although I should have done so at the 
very start-who among you could possibly believe 
him ? Not to mention the impiety of it, it is im-
possible to salvage anything at all there. Indeed, 
all the timber you can find there is the splinters, 
so very small are the fragments cast up. Besides, 
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52 a7rpoutTor;. Kat Tour; Tap pour; 1 otr; 2 eilpov 
) {:) (.) I \ I ) I f: , 

7i0T€ EKfJEfJpaO)LEVOV<;, Kat TOVTOV<; aVE7i7Jr;a El<; 
Opvv iepav 7ii\7]ULOV Ti}r; (}ai\aTT7J<;. \ \ ' z i\ Q JL'TJ ryap €£7] 7rOTE, w ev, afJeW JL'TJOE Kepoavat 

'''8' ',, KEpoor; TOtoVTOV a1ro av pw1rwv ovurvxtar;. ai\"Aa 
wcpei\1}()7]V p,'fv ouo'fv 7iW7rOTE, /5€ 7roi\i\aKtr; 
vavaryovr; acptKop,evovr; Kat TV UKYJVV 
Kat cparye'iv eOwKa Kat 7il€tV, Kat et Tt lii\i\o 
, ' , Q '() ' i\ '() ' EOVVUJL'Y)V, E'lrEtJO>j 7JUa Ka£ UU!l7JKO OV 7JUa JLEXP£ 

53 TWV olKOVJLEl'WV. ai\i\a rir; &v EKelvwv €p,o£ vvv 
I • )/ ,.. ) 1 

p,apTUp7JUElEV, OUKOVV OUO€ TOVTO €7i0£0VV p,ap-
TUpLa<; gVEKEV xaptror;, or; rye ouo' cmo()ev 3 

ryap vp,wv rye J,L'I}Oetr; 7repmeuot 
TOtoVT({' 7iparyp,art. 

TavTa /5€ EJLOV "AeryoVTOr; aviurarai Tt<; EK 
p,euwv· Karyci> 1rpor; €p,avTov €veev p,1}87Jv art lii\i\or; 

54 Ttr; TOlOVTO<; TVXOV EJLOV KaTateuuop,evor;. 0 /5€ 
et7rEV, "Avoper;, E0fW 7rai\at TOVTOV ap,cptryvowv 

op,wc;. end OE uacpwr; aUTOV eryvwKa, 
Oetvov JLO£ DoKe'i, p,a"Ai\ov /5€ auef3er;, el7re'iv 
.. ' -:-• , 1:- i\' ' a UVV€7/"tUTap,at JL'T]O U7rOOOVVU£ oryrp xaptv, 

55 epryrp Ttt f.LErytura ev 7ra()wv. elp,£ /5€, erp'Y), 
7i0i\LT7J<;, wr; ruTe, ooe, TOV 7rapaKa-
81]p,evov, Kat ()r; E7raveuT'I}' ETvxop,ev /5€ 1r i\eovTer; 
EV TV 1wKi\eovr; V'T}t TPLTOV eTor;. Kat Otarp8a-
peiu'l}r; Ti]r; veci>r; 1rept Tov Karp7Jpea 1ravrei\wr; 
oi\iryot TtVE<; €uw()7JJL€V a7rO 7roi\i\wv. TOUr; JLEV 
OVV 7i0prpvpe£r; ave"Aa(3ov• etxov ryap auTWV TtV€<; 
apryvptov EV cpauKwi\iotr;. i}p,e'ir; o€ ryvp,vot 7raV-

l J acobs: l>.d.povs. 
2 added by Reiske. 
3 drr&Oev Emperius : 1roOev or 80ev. 
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that is the most inaccessible beach in existence. 
And the oar-blades which I once found cast ashore 
-why, I nailed them to the sacred oak that grows 
by the sea. Pray God I may never get or earn any 
profit like that from human misfortune ! Why, I 
have never made anything out of it, but many is 
the time I have pitied shipwrecked travellers who 
have come to my door, taken them into my hut, given 
them to eat and to drink, helped them in any other 
way that I could, and accompanied them until they 
got out of the wilderness. Yet who of them is there 
who will testify for me now? And I never did that 
to win a testimonial or gratitude ; why, I never 
knew where the men came from even. I pray that 
none of you may ever undergo such an experience.' 

" While I was thus speaking, a man rose in their 
midst, and I thought to myself that perhaps he was 
another of the same sort who was going to slander 
me, but he said: ' Sirs, for a long time I have been 
wondering whether I knew this man, but neverthe-
less was inclined to think that I did not. But now 
that I have clearly identified him, it seems to me 
that it would be dreadful, or rather a crime against 
heaven, for me not to corroborate his statements as 
far as I can, or express my gratitude in words after 
having in very deed received the greatest kindness 
at his hands. I am,' he continued, ' a citizen here, 
as you are aware, and so is this man,' pointing to 
his neighbour, who thereupon rose also. 'Two 
years ago we happened to be sailing in Socles' boat 
when it was lost off Caphereus and only a handful 
of us were saved out of a large number. Now 
some were sheltered by purple-fishers, for a few had 
money in their wallets ; but we who were cast ashore 
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TEAW<; Ete7r€(TOVT€') ot' (hpa7rOV T£VO<; €/3ao£f;ofLEV, 
Jl\.1r£f;ovrer; evp1ffetv ffteE7TrJV nvd. 1rOlfLEVWV 
/3ovte6A.wv, tewovvevovrer; v1ro A.tfLOV re tea£ 0£-

56 ,Your; tea£ fLOAt<; 1fOTE 1]1\.Bof.LEV €1ri 
(Tter]vas nvar; teai (TTfivTEr; €/3owfLEV. 7TpoeA.B(;;v 
0' 'l' ' I (' '"' J! c;:- \ ' I "' e ovror; et(Taryet Te 'l')f.La<; evoov teat aveKae 1rvp 
ovte aBpoov, a"l\.1\.a tear' oA.iryov· tea£ TOV fLEV 

aUTO') aveTpt/3e, TOV o€ iJ ffTEaTt' ov 
' .;- ' ,.. "'\ ,, ' ryap 'I')V auTotr; e"'atov· TE"-0'> oe vowp KaTexeov 

57 [wr; av€1\.afJov Ct1r€VV'YfLEVOV<;. tf1T€tTa 
teaTateA.lvavTer; teai 7rept/3aXoVTer; ot<; eixov 7rape-
B'YJteav iJf.L'iV ctpTovr; 7rUpivovr;, avToi 
teeryxpov ij(TBtav. tf!Swteav o€ teal. oivov 
iJfttV 7Tt€tV, fJowp avro£ 1fLVOVT€<;, tea£ tepea el\.a-
cpeta 07TTWVT€') &rpBova, rd. o€ [1[roVT€')' Tfl o' 
(' I (.J "'\ I ' I I ' ' \ VffTepatq, t-JOUA.Of.Levovr; a1rtevat teaTe(Txov e1rt 

58 Tpe'ir; iJf.Lepa<;. E7TEtTa 7rpov7refL1frav elr; TO 7Teoiov, 
tea£ a7Ttov(Tt tepear; tfowteav teai of.pf.La €teaTepw 

' ... ' ' \ ' ' () ' ' 7ravu tea,.ov. Eft€ oe opwv ete T'f}'> teateo7Ta etar; 
tfn 7rOV'I')pwr; tfxovTa Jveovffe XtTwvwv, Burya-
Tpor; arpei\.OfL€VO')' Ete€£V1') OE ctAAO Tt pateo<; 7r€pt€-

SW(TaTO. TOVTo, Jv TV teWW[J JryeVDfL'YJV, 
a7re0wtea. oiJTwr; rye V1f0 TOUTOU wiXuna 
effwB'YJfLEv fLETa Tovr; Beovr;. 

59 Tai!Ta oe etee[vov 1\.eryovTO') 0 fLEV oYJfLO<; i}teouev 
teat Jr.(Jvovv fL€, J'Y(;; '0€ avaf.Lvrw8e£r;, 

Xa'ipe, tfrp'l')v, 2.wTaO'YJ' teat 7rpo(TeA.B(;;v Jrptl\.ouv 
) \ \ \ tl \ t;;:',... ' I ,./..I r;;-aUTQV teat rov eTepov. o oe VrJflO<; erye'Aa ff't'oopa 

OTt Jcpi'Aouv auTovc;. TOT€ tf"fVWV OTt lv Ta'ir; 
7rol\.efft ou cptl\.ovfftV aXX1Xovc;. 
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destitute tramped along a path, hoping to find some 
shelter among shepherds or herdsmen, for we were 
in danger of perishing from hunger and thirst. 
And after much hardship we did finally reach some 
huts and stopped and hallooed, when this man here 
came out, brought us in, and made a low fire which 
he gradually increased. Then he himself rubbed 
one of us, and his wife the other, with tallow, for 
they had no olive oil. Finally, they poured warm 
water over us until they brought us around, chilled 
to the bone as we had been. Then, after making us 
recline and throwing about us what they had, they 
put wheaten loaves before us to eat while they them-
selves ate millet porridge. They also gave us wine 
to drink, they themselves drinking water, and they 
roasted venison in abundance, while some of it they 
boiled. And though we wanted to go away on the 
morrow, they held us back for three days. Then 
they escorted us down to the plains and gave us 
meat when we left them, as well as a very hand-
some pelt for each of us. And when this man here 
saw that I was still ill from my trying experience, he 
put on me a little tunic which he took from his 
daughter, and she girded a bit of cloth about herself 
instead. This I gave back when I reached the 
village. So, next to the gods, we owe our lives to 
this man especially.' 

"While he was thus speaking, the people listened 
with pleasure and showed me their approval, and I 
recalled it all and cried out, ' Hello, Sotades! ' And 
I approached and kissed him and the other man. 
However, the people laughed heartily because I 
kissed them. Then I understood that in the cities 
people do not kiss one another . 
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60 ITap€XBwv o€ E/C€tVO<; 0 0 
!nr'fp Ef.I,OV Xerywv, 'Ep,o£, & avOp€<;, 00K€'i l€a"A€crat 

,.. , \ .... ' \ 1::' 1 , , TOVTOV €L<; TO 7TpVTaV€£0V E7T£ r,;EVLa. OV "fap, 
El f.I,EV EV 7TOAEf_l,(f' nva ifcrwcrE TWV 7TOA£TWV 
U7T€pacr7T[cra<;, 7TOAAWV &v Kat p,EryaXwv owp€WV 
ifTVXE' vvvt OE OVo uwcra<; 7TOAiTa<;, TVXOV OE 
Kat aXXov<; Ot ov 7TapEtcrtv, OVI€ ifcrnv agto<; 

61 OVO€p,ta.<; Ttp,i]<; ; avTt 13€ TOV X£TWVO<; &v ifl3wi€E 
Tip 7ToX£T'[J "'vovvEvovn, BvryaTepa a7ToOucra<;, 
€ml3ovvat avTfjl 7TOA£V X£TWVa !€at lp,amov, 
Zva !€at TOt<; aXXot<; ryEVYJTat Ot1€a£ot<; 
dvat !€at E7TapKE'iv t1Jcp£crauBat o€ 
avTo'i<; 1€ap7Tova-Bat TO xwp£ov /Cat aVTOU<; !€at 
Tli TEKVa, !€at t-t'YJI3€va avTo'i<; EVOXAE'iv, Oovvat 
13€ avTip !€at EKaToV Opaxp,li<; El<; 
TO 13€ dpryuptov TOVTO U7TEp Tij<; 7T(JAEWo;' eryw 7Tap' 
Ep,aVTOV 0£13wp,t. 

62 'E7Tt TOUTtp o€ E7T'{JVE81], l€a't TaXXa E"fEV€TO 
w<; Et7TEV. "al. e1€op,£cr81J 7Tapaxpi]p,a €l<; To 
BeaTpov Tli ip,ama !€at TO apryuptov. Jryw 13€ 
OV/( €fJovAOf.1,7JI' Xaj3E'iv, aA.A.' €i7TOV 2 lJn DV 
ouvacra£ 0€£7TV€tV EV Tip 13€pp,an. Oui€OVV, Ei7TOV, 
TO a0£t7TVO<; f.I,€VW. lJp,w<; o€ ev€13vcra-, f_l,€ 

TCJV XtTwva !€at 7TEpt€fJaXov TO tp,amov. eryw 
13€ avwB€v fJaX€'iv efJovXop,nv TO 13€pp,a, ot 13€ 

63 QV/( €rwv. TO o€ apryuptov OV/( Joegap,nv ovl3€va 
TP07TOV, dXX' a7TWf_I,OCYUf_I,'YJV El o€ 
''YJTE'iTE TL'> XafJv. Tip MTopt, ifcpYJv, oaT€, l57rw<; 
l€aTopugv aUTO' E7TicrTaTat rylip l3i]A.ov lJn. a7r' 
E1€€lvov o' OVOEt<; 

1 E'"'" Dindorf: 
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" Then that kind and good man who had spoken 
in my behalf at the beginning came forward and 
said, ' I move, sirs, that we invite this man to dine 
in the town-hall. If he had saved one of our towns-
folk in battle by covering him with his shield, would 
he not have received many large gifts? But now, 
when he has saved two citizens, and perhaps others 
who are not here, is he entitled to no honour at 
all? For the tunic which he stripped from his 
daughter and gave to his fellow-townsman in distress, 
let the city give him a tunic and a cloak as an induce-
ment to others to be righteous and to help one 
another. Further, let it vote that they and their 
children have the use of the farm free from 
molestation, and that the man himself be given one 
hundred drachmas for equipment; and as for this 
money, I offer it out of my own pocket on behalf of 
the city.' 

" For this he was applauded and the motion was 
carried. The clothes and the money were also 
brought into the theatre at once. But I was loath 
to accept, whereupon they said, ' You cannot dine 
in the skin.' 'Well then,' said I, ' I shall go with-
out dinner to-day.' However, they put the tunic 
on me and threw the cloak over my shoulders. 
Then I wanted to throw my skin on top of all, but 
they would not let me. The money I absolutely 
refused and swore that I would not take it. ' But 
if you are hunting for somebody who will take it,' 
said I, 'give it to that orator that he may bury it, 
for he knows all about that evidently.' And from 
that day nobody has bothered us.'' 

a •Toro> Aldine edition: .r,..,, 
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64 Ixeoov ovv elp1]tcOT0'> avrov 7TpOr.; ra'ir.; UIC1]Vair.; 
"' ' ' " , • 'A " ' " ' -,1p,ev. rcaryro rye"'aua'> e£7rov, A."' ev n a7Te-
- '·'· ' "\ ' ' ,, "\ tcpVy (J) TOVr.; 7T'O"-£Tar.;, TO tca"'"-tUTOV TOOV ICT1]-
p,arrov, T£ rovro; eZ1rev. Tov rcij7Tov, lcpTJv, 
rovrov, 1ravv rcaA.ov rcat A.axava 1roA.A.a rea£ 
t'l t' " 0' • "A. ' ,,,, " oevopa exovra. vrc TJV, E-y'TJ• rore, a"'"' vurepov 
e'irot/juap,ev. 

65 ElueA.OovTE'> ovv evroxovp,eOa TO A0£7TOV Tfi'> 
• ' ' ' "\ 0' ' ' A.'"" TJJJ-Epar.;, 'TJP,Etr.; p,ev rcararc"'t evrer.; E7rt -yv"'"'rov Te 
teat oepp,aTOOV E7Tt tJ1/r'TJA.fir.;, oe 
.7T'A'T]ULOV 7rapa TOV llvopa rcaOTJp,EV7J. OvryaT'TJP 
_o€ ropata ryap,ov Dt'T}tcOveiTo, rcai evexe£ 7T'te'iv 
p,eA.ava oivov Ot DE 7ra£oer.; Ta !Cpea 7rap-
eurcevasov, Kat avTOt ap,a EDE£7TVOVV 7rapan0evrer.;, 
(;,ure Ef.'E evOatp,ovisetv TOUr.; av0prf)7T'OV'> Etceivovr.; 
·rea£ oreu0at p,aKap£ror.; sfiv 7raVTOOV p,aA.tuTa 6Jv 

66 Ka{rot 7T'AOVULOOV JJ-EV olKLar.; TE Kat 
Tpa7Te,ar.; OV p,ovov lotroTWV, aA."Aa 
Kat uarpa7rWV Ka/. ot p,aA.tura eoo-
rcovv p,o£ Tore llOA.tot, Kat 1rporepov OoKovvrer.;, 

p,U."AA.ov, opwvn riJv EKE'i 7T'EViav TE Kat 
e'A.ev0ep£av, Kat lJn ovOeV a7reAel7ToVTO ovoe Tijr.; 
7T€pt TO cparye'iv TE teat 7Tte'iv aA.A.a Kat 
TOVTOt'> E'TT'AEOVEKTOVV uxeoov T£. 

67 "Ho'TJ o' tKaVW'> EXOVTOOV ,']'li.Oe KcLKE'iVO'> 
• " . ' '0 t'' " ' ' 0 ETEpor.;, UVVIJKO"-OV E£ oe VtO'> avrrp, p,etpaKtOV 

OVK aryevv€,, A.aryrov cpeprov. elueA.Owv oe OVTO'> 
T]pvOptauev· EV lJurp oe 0 7Tarnp ahov 
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Now he had hardly ended when we were at the 
huts, and laughing I said, " But you have hidden 
from your fellow-citizens one thing, the fairest of 
your possessions." "What is that? " said he. 
"This garden," I replied," very pretty indeed with 
all its vegetables and trees." "There was not any 
then," he said; "we made it afterwards." 

Then we entered and feasted the rest of the day, 
we reclining on boughs and skins that made a high 
bed and the wife sitting near beside her husband . 
But a daughter of marriageable age served the food 
and poured us a sweet dark wine to drink ; and the 
boys prepared the meat, helping themselves as they 
passed it around, so that I could not help deeming 
these people fortunate and thinking that of all the 
men that I knew, they lived the happiest lives.1 

And yet I knew the homes and tables of rich men, 
of sa traps and kings as well as of private individuals ; 
but then they seemed to me the most wretched of 
all; and though they had so appeared before, yet I 
felt this the more strongly as I beheld the poverty 
and free spirit2 of the humble cottagers and noted 
that they lacked naught of the joy of eating and 
drinking, nay, that even in these things they had, 
one might almost say, the better of it. 

We were already well enough supplied when that 
other man entered, accompanied by his son, a pre-
possessing lad who carried a hare. The latter on 
entering commenced to blush; and while his father 

1 The description of the entertainment offered by the 
humble cottagers seems to have been suggested by Plato's 
Republic 2. 372. 

• Both the Greeks and the Romans feared the corrupting 
influence of riches. They believed that poverty, or rather, 
humble circumstances, and a free manly spirit went together. 
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auTO<; Thv KoprJV Ka). TOV A.ary6w 
eKelvy eOWKEV. ovv 7Ta£r; E7TaV(J'aTo Ota-
KOVOVfLEV'T} Ka£ 1rap?l Thv fL'TJTEpa eKa8e,eTo, To 

68 Se p.etpd.KtOV avT' EKElV'T}S Ot7]KOV6£To. Karyw TOV 
AfJT1J, euTlv, Tov XtTrova 

CL7TOOVCTaS Tip vavarylp eOwKa<; ; Kal &s ryeA.duar;, 
OvK, aA.A.' eKelv7], EL7r€, 7raA.at 7rpor; avopa 

'8 \ I " "'=' ' " eoo 7], Kah TEKVa exet p.erya"a 'T]O'T}, 7rpor; avopa 
"\-I J I 0 J ",./.. J 7rrwV(J'£0V Et<; KWfL1JV. VKOVV, E't'1JV, E7rapKOV(J'£V 

vp.£v 0 T£ /lv OE7]CT8e ; Ovoev, ei7Tev "' 
69 oeop.e8a EKE'ivot De A.ap./3avoVCT£ Kat 

( , , , 1 8 8"" , , , , "\ , 

70 

07r1JVtK av n 'T}pa y Kat 07rwpav Kat "'axava· 
OV ryap eun K1}7ro<; 7rap' aVTo£r;. 7rEpVCTt 2 7TVpoV<; 
eA.a{3op.ev, CT7repp.a ,YtA.ov, Ka£ CL7r60WKap.ev avTo'ir; 
evOvs T1}<; 8epelas. Tt ovv; Kat TaVT7JV 
Otavoe'iu8e OtOovat 7rAoOV(J'£(p, rva vp.£v Kal avTh 

' s · · I " ,.,_ • 8 • ; a ,fLEVTOt ap.'f'w TJPV pta-
uaT7JV, 1] KOp7] Kat TO fLEtpaKtOV, 

·o '='' ' • ,,.,_ TI' " '=' oe ?TaT'TJP avT'T}S E't''TJ• EV7JTa avopa 
"' '.r. " • ' ' '=' 1 "''YJ '1' ETat, op.otov 7JfLtV KVV'T}<yET1JV' Kat p.etotauar; 
e/3A.e,Yev els TOV veavlCTKOV. Karyw, Ti ovv OVK 
i]o'T} olOOT€ ; oe£ 7To8ev aVTOV EK KWfL7JS 
KE(J'8at; A.oKro p.ev, Et7TEV, ob p.aKpflv E(J'Tlv· aA.A.' 
evoov ev8aoe. Kal 7TOt'IJ(J'OfLEV rye TOV<; ryap.ovr; 
-f}J.L€pav "aryW, 
Kp£veTe Thv arya8hv TJfLEpav; Ka£ lJr;, "0Tav fLh 
p.tKpov V TO oe£ oe Kal TOV aepa eZvat 

71 Ka8apov, al8plav A.awrrpdv. Karyw, Ti oe; TOO 
" ' ' 8' ' "A.. ''E ' OVT£ KVV'T}<yET'T}S arya O<; €CTT£V; E't''TJV. <yc.J<ye, 
€L7T€V 0 veav[CTKO<;, Ka£ KaTa7rOVOO Ka£ 
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1 lnr11vlt<' 11.11 Dindorf: lnr11vlt<m. 
9 'lrEpvtT' added by Casaubon. 
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was welcoming us, he himself kissed the maiden 
and gave her the hare. The child then ceased 
serving and sat down beside her mother while the 
boy served in her stead. " Is she the one," I 
enquired of my host, " whose tunic you took off and 
gave to the shipwrecked man? " " No," said he 
with a smile, " that daughter was married long ago 
and already has grown-up children. Her husband 
is a rich man living in a village." " And do they 
help you when you need anything? " I enquired. 
"We do not need anything," replied the wife," but 
they get game from us whenever we catch any, and 
fruit and vegetables, for they have no garden. Last 
year we borrowed some wheat just for seed, but we 
repaid them as soon as harvest time was come." 
" Tell me," said I, " do you intend to marry this 
girl also to a rich man that she too may lend you 
wheat? " At this the two blushed, the girl as well 
as the boy. 

" She will have a poor man for a husband," said 
the father, "a hunter like ourselves," and with a 
smile he glanced at the young man. And I said, 
"But why do you not give her away at once? Must 
her husband come from some village or other? " 
" I have an idea," he replied, " that he is not far 
off; nay, he is here in this house, and we shall 
celebrate the marriage when we have picked out a 
good day." "And how do you determine the good 
day? " said I. And he replied, " When the moon 
is not in a quarter; the air must be clear too, and 
the weather fine." And then I said, " Tell me, is 
he really a good hunter? " " I am," cried the 
youth ; " I can run down a deer and face the charge 
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1 al\6vn Gee! : l!J\1\ot. 
2 ,.,&vas Cohoon : ,.,.q. V on Arnim proposed 1''1/0.£, 

1 The word flO.>.avos was used not only of the acorn but 
also of any similar fruit. The sweet chestnut, for example, 
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of a boar. You shall see to-morrow, stranger, if 
you wish it." "And did you catch this hare?" 
said I. " Yes," he replied, laughing-" with my 
net during the night, for the sky was very beautiful, 
and the moon was never so big before." Then the 
two men laughed, not only the girl's father but his 
also. As for him, he felt ashamed and became 
silent. 

Then the girl's father said, "Well, my boy, it 
is not I who am delaying you, but your father is 
waiting until he can go and buy a victim, for we 
must sacrifice to the gods." At this point the girl's 
younger brother interrupted, saying, "Why, this 
fellow got a victim long ago. It is being fattened 
in there behind the hut, and a fine animal it is." 
" Is it really so ? " they asked him, and he said 
" Yes." " And where did you get it ? " they en-
quired. " When we caught the wild sow that had 
the young ones, they all escaped but one. They 
ran more swiftly than the hare," he added. " One, 
however, I hit with a stone, caught, and covered 
with my leather jerkin. I exchanged it in the 
village and got a young pig for it. Then I made 
a sty out behind and raised it." " So that is the 
reason why your mother would laugh," exclaimed 
the father, "when I used to wonder on hearing the 
pig grunt, and you were using the barley so freely." 
"Well," he replied," the chestnuts 1 were not enough 
to fatten her,2 supposing she had been willing to eat 
nuts without anything else. But if you wish to 
was called A«ls fJO.>.avos, E.J{3ots (se. fM.>.avos), or E.J{lorK<lv 
(se. «apvov). See Liddell and Scott. 

• Chestnuts were very plentiful in Euboea, as the Greek 
name for them would indicate, but were said to be hard to 
digest. See Athenaeus 2, chap. 43. 
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'IT'opev8 ' ' ' 1"' • 1 .. , , ot oe eKe"'evov. a1ryeuav ovv 
75 TE Kal oi ai.rr68ev 1 SpoJ.t<p Ell 

8' ' . f (J' 1 "' 'f: I!' I e TOV'TfP TJ 1rap avarrTarra eS" 
J I '9 I \ I "/ 

EICOJ.ttrTEV OVa 'TE'TJ.t'YJJ.'EIIa Kat J.'€0"7TtAa Kal J.tf'JA.a 
\ \ " I "' 

XEtp.eptva Kat 
,.k ""' \ "8 J \ \ I Kat e 'T}Kev E'IT't TrJII Tpa7rel;av, KaTa-

a7TO 'TWV "PEWII, 

7TTep£Sa. Se Kal oi v11 
76 " ' 1" ' J.'E'Ta Kat UVV'T}ICO-

AOV(JEl Se T] Tov veaviuKov Kat cioeV·ol O I >1,1,. lf 'f' 
vo 7Tatoapta· e't'epo11 oe TE Kat 
't \ """'-(} \ J f: "\.I I l: \ J I 

rpa e't', a ev 7T£11aS"t Kat 

'A I ' A.' ' ' U7TarTaJ.tEII'T} oe TOll aoe;\'t'oll TJ ryvvYJ 2 Kat 
\ l 0 ]\_A. > (J I y \ \ < 

'TTJV a € 't'WTJV €/Ca 'IT'apa 'TOV all-
0 ' " ' ' ' " " ' pa Kat Et7Tev, oov TO tepewv, o 7TaAat 
" ,I. ' \ ' I " E'TpE't'EV Kat Ta;\A.a Ta 7Tap' 
t "' 3 r1 I J \ )/ rl,. \ )/ 

TJf.J-WV ETOtJ.ta EUTt, Kat aA.'t'tTa Kat a;\evpa 
I I J1 J I 1 

'IT'€7TOtTj'Tat• J.'OIIOV OtVaptaV 7Tp0UO€TJUOJ.tEfJa• 

/Cat 'TOV'TO ob xaA€7TOV E/C Aaj3e'iv. 
"'7 , ' "" "\ , ' ,, 4 ' 
I 7TapetU'TTJICEl oe aUT'[/ 'IT'"-'TJO"lOV 0 'TOV 

!:' \ l {:)-.I \ .. !:' I 
IC'T}OEO"'T'T}V a7TOtJ"-€7T6JV, Ka£ El7Tev, 
0" ",.J.. ' \ t ' I J1 \ e't'"'• errTw o E7Texwv' ryap 
(,;} 'A ,.. ' ... ' ' I fJOV ETat 7Ttavat 'T'TJV vv. ICat TO J.tEtpaKtoV, Ai57 -n 

78 I .. ' \ ">. 1 !:' 1 "I 
J.tEV, €£7TEV, V7TO 'TOV ota£pary1]UE'Ta£, JCaryw 

a?JTip 'Opa, 11-h 
I f of' -f' t ""' "\. \ I 

'IT'tatiiE'Ta£ 'T} Vf.ktli ryevqTat, OE 
, 'A" 8 .. ' t:' ' , ' J.'TJT'TJP• "-1} W>', Et7TEII, o ;\eryet, E7TE£ 

vii11 avToii ryeryo11e' ICal 7TPWYJV T.u8onm11 
,.. \ J \ J I &. cl r""l 

auTOV E"/PTJ"/OPO'Ta Kal 'IT'poeA.(JOV'Ta 

1 olwa;iBes rt.iiT&8ev Geel : ol a.bTd8ev wcii'Be.r. 
2 llv')'ar<pa after deleted by Selden. 
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see her, I will go and fetch her in." And they bade 
him do so. So he and the boys were off at once on 
the run full of glee. Meanwhile the girl had risen 
and brought from another hut some sliced sorb-
apples, medlars, winter apples, and swelling clusters 
of fine grapes, and placed them on the table after 
wiping off the stains from the meat with leaves and 
putting some clean fern beneath. Then the boys 
came in laughing and full of fun, leading the pig, 
and with them followed the young man's mother 
and two small brothers. They brought white loaves 
of wheaten bread, boiled eggs in wooden platters, 
and parched chickpeas. 

After the woman had greeted her brother and her 
niece, his daughter, she sat down beside her husband 
and said, " See, there is the victim which that boy 
has long been feeding for his wedding day, and 
everything else is ready on our side. The barley 
and wheaten flour have been ground; only perhaps 
we shall need a little more wine. This too we can 
easily get from the village." And close beside her 
stood her son, glancing at his future father-in-law. 
He smiled at the lad and said, " There is the one 
who is holding things up. I believe he wants to 
fatten the pig a bit more." The young man replied, 
"Why, she is ready to burst with fat." And wish-
ing to help him, I said," Take care that your young 
man doesn't get thin while the pig gets fat." " Our 
guest speaks well," said the mother," for he has 
already grown thinner than I have ever seen him 
before ; and I noticed a short time ago that he was 

8 np.wv Emperius : np."iv. 
' d vlbs Emperius: 
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T-ry<; (J"K'T}V-ry-;, 0[ tdJVe<;, gcp'T}, uA.riKTOVV Kat 

79 oyof-1-evo-;. Ou o-v rye, eirrev, aA.A.a 
I )"\ I \ ';' "\ I 1 ) ""' 

7TepterraTet<; a"'vwv. f-1-'YJ ovv 7T "'eu..J xpovov ewf-1-ev 
' 8 ' ' \ /3 , ' avtao- at avTov. Kat rrept aA.ovo-a ecptA.TJo-e 

f-1-'YJTfpa T-ry-; KDpTJ<;. o€ rrpo<; TOV avopa TOV 
' II ' 8 ' ' eaVTTJ<;, OtWfJ-€V, €t7T€V, W<; e;\ovo-t. Kat 

TavTa, Kat etrrov, El-; TpiT'TJV 7Totwf-1-ev Tou-; 

ryap.,OV<;, rrapeKaA.OVV o€ Kaf-1-€ 7TpOo-f-1-€tVat 

80 Karyw ouK a'T}ow-;, Jv8v-

f-I-OVJ1:evo-; af-1-a TWV rrA.ovo-twv 07TOla EU'Tt Ta T€ 
)/A.A. \ \ \ \ I ,... 

a a Kat Ta 7T€pt TOV<; ryaf-1-0V<;, 7rp0f-1-V'T}(J"TptwV T€ 
I \ 'f: I ) ,.. \ f ,.. 

rrept Kat ec;eTao-ewv ovo-twv T€ Kat ryevov-;, 7TpotKwv 
\ \ t I \ ) """ 

T€ Kat eovwv Kat V7Too-xeo-ewv Kat arraTwv, 

Of-1-oA.orytwv Te Kat o-v"'"'ParfJwv, Kat TeA.evTa'iov 
7ToA.A-aKt-; Jv a vTo'i-; To'i-; ryaf-1-ot-; A.otoo ptwv Kat 
a7Tex8etwv. 

81 "ATTaVTa TOVTOV TOV A-O"fOV ot-ryA.8ov OVK 
,... ... ' ' ' ' '!: ' ovo w-; TaX av ooc;atf-1-L no-w, aooA.eo-xe'iv 

/3ovA.of-1-EVo<;, aA.A.' oVrrep apX-ry'> vrre8Ef-1-1JV j3{ov 

Kat T-ryr; Twv Ota"fw"'-ry-; rrapaoet"ff.La 
> 8 \ l\ ' \ ) I ""' /3 f €/C'Tt et<;, 0 aUTO'; 'T}'Trt(J"TUf.L'YJV, 'TCtJ OVA.OJ1-€VqJ 

8eao-ao-Bat A.o"fwV Te Kat €p"fWV Kat Kotvw-

Vtwv TWV rrpor; n Twv 7TA.ovo-lwv 
.... " <:- ' \ ' ' ' ' e"'aTTOVVTat ota TTJV 7Tevtav 7Tpor; To .,ryv evo-xTJ-

' \ \ ,..J.. I .,., """ \ "\. I J1 f-1-0VW<; Kat KaTa 't'Vo-tV 'T} T(f) 7raVTt 1ri\-€0V exovo-tV, 

82 /Cat o-ryTa Kat TO TOV Euptrrloov (jJC07rwV, el KaT' 

1 The farmer in humble circumstances says in the Electra 
424-5: 
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wakeful in the night and went out of the hut." " The 
dogs were barking," the young man interrupted, 
"and I went out to see." " No, you did not," 
said she, " but you were walking around distraught. 
So don't let us permit him to be tortured any longer." 
And throwing her arms about the girl's mother she 
kissed her; and the latter, turning to her husband, 
said, " Let us do as they wish." This they decided 
to do and said, " Let us have the wedding the day 
after to-morrow." They also invited me to stay 
over, and I did so gladly, at the same time reflecting 
on the character of weddings and other things among 
the rich, on the matchmakers, the scrutinies of 
property and birth, the dowries, the gifts from the 
bridegroom, the promises and deceptions, the con-
tracts and agreements, and, finally, the wranglings 
and enmities that often occur at the wedding itself. 

Now I have not told this long story idly or, as 
some might perhaps infer, with the desire to spin 
a yarn, but to present an illustration of the manner 
of life that I adopted at the beginning and of the 
life of the poor-an illustration drawn from my own 
experience for anyone who wishes to consider whether 
in words and deeds and in social intercourse the 
poor are at a disadvantage in comparison with the 
rich on account of their poverty, so far as living a 
seemly and natural life is concerned, or in every way 
have the advantage. And really, when I consider 
Euripides' words 1 and ask myself whether as a matter 

EuTtv 8€ ToaaVTa y' Ev Ert., 
JJaO' €v y' e1r' -qp.ap TovaS• 7TA1Jpwaat {3opfis. 

"Yea and within the house is store enough 
To satisfy for one day these with meat." 

Way in L.C.L. 
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'i\ '8 ' I ) ,.. J/ \ \ \ a 1] €laV a7ropwr; avTOl<; €X,€l Ta 7rpo<; TOV<; 
m<; f-LrJT€ 71"0T€ OuvaiJ8at f-LrJT€ 

1 I t' I I ) ,.. ,.. t 1 

e1rap1Ce1Jat oeof-Levrp nvt, ovoaf-LV TOlOVTov euptiiiCW 
, " , , 'i\, , " , , e TO TYJ<; ,.evtar;, a"- a Kat 1rvp evavovTa<; 1rpo v-

f-LOTepov TWV /Ca£ oowv 
t I " 1 ' I \ ,.. \ J , 1J'Y€f-LOVa<; OVTar;· €7r€l TOt Ta TOtaVTa /Cat atiJXV-

VOtVTO ctv• 7roi\i\a!Ct<; Oe /Cat f-L€TaOtOOVTa<; WV 
exov!JtV eTOlf-LOTepov· ou ryttp vavary(jl Tt<; OWIJ€£ 
f/C€LVWV oihe TO Ti]r; ryvvat/CO<; ai\ovpryer; ij TO Ti]r; e \ ,, 2 i\' ? ' ..!,' " uryaTpor; OUT€ 7rO V TJTTOV TOVTOU 't'OP7JJ.La, TWV 
xi\atvwv Ttva XtTWVWV, J.LVpia exovTer;, ai\i\' 
ouoe TWV ol!Cerwv OUO€VO<; LJ.LaTtOV. 

i\ " o' ' " ''O ' ' ' ?'} Ot € /Cat TOVTO f-LYJpO<;" TOV f-L€V ryap 
EvJ.LalOV 7r€71"0L7JIC€ oovi\ov /Cat 7rEV1JTa OJ.LW<; TOV 
'0<:' ' i\" ' '1- ' ' ,./," ' oVIJIJea /Ca wr; v7rooexoJ.Levov Kat TPO't'TJ Kat 
/COLT'[( TOV<; oe f-LV?'}IJTi]par; V7r0 71"i\OUTOU /Cat 
f5(3pewr; ou 71"ltvu pq.o£wr; avTrp f-L€Taotliovmr; ouoe 
TWV ai\i\oTpiwv, &)r; 7rOV /Cat aUTO<; 7r€71"0L7JTat 
i\erywv 7rpor; TOV , AvTivovv, ovetUt;wv ave-
i\ev8ep£av, 

OV !Jury' &v Ot/COV 1Irp f71"llTTl;i,.TJ OVO' ai\a 
oo£7Jr;, 

i)r; vvv ai\i\oTplotut 7raprJJ.L€VO<; OUT£ f-LOl eTi\T}<; 
, , , e i\i\" , 9 IJtTov a7rap,_au at, 1r0 wv /CaTa Ot/COV 

" €OVTWV. 

K '' ,, '1-''"i\i\ ' at TOVTOV<; f-L€V €UTW Ota T?'}V a ?'}V 71"0VT}ptav 
etvat TOtoUTOV<;" ai\i\' ovoe IIryvelco7rT}V, KaiTot 

Kat 1Icpoopa otai\e·yoJ.Levryv 
\ ' \ \ \ ,.. J t' \ I 

7rpO<; aVTOV /Cat 71"€pl TOV avopor; 7r€1WIIJ.L€VYJV, 

1 6v-ras added by Capps. 
2 odTE Geel : 
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of fact the entertainment of strangers is so difficult for 
them that they can never welcome or succour anyone 
in need, I find this by no means to be true of their 
hospitality. They light a fire more promptly than 
the rich and guide one on the way without reluct-
ance-indeed, in such matters a sense of self-respect 
would compel them-and often they share what 
they have more readily. When will you find a rich 
man who will give the victim of a shipwreck his 
wife's or his daughter's purple gown or any article 
of clothing far cheaper than that: a mantle, for 
example, or a tunic, though he has thousands of 
them, or even a cloak from one of his slaves? 

Homer too illustrates this, for in Eumaeus he has 
given us a slave and a poor man who can still welcome 
Odysseus generously with food and a bed, while 
the suitors in their wealth and insolence share with 
him but grudgingly even what belongs to others, 
and this, I think, is just what Odysseus himself is 
represented as saying to Antinous when he upbraids 
him for his churlishness. 

" Thou wouldst not give a suppliant even salt 
In thine own house,-thou who, while sitting 

here, 
Fed at another's table, canst not bear 
To give me bread from thy well-loaded board." 1 

But granted that such meanness on the suitors' 
part was in accord with their general depravity, yet 
how was it with Penelope? Though she was an ex-
cellent woman, overjoyed to talk with Odysseus and 
learn about her husband, Homer does not say that 

1 Odyssey 17. 455 f. The last line of this quotation is 
considerably difierent from that given in the text of the 
Odyssey. 
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1 lwreiva.• Cobet: .. <iva.•. 

1 Odyuey 17. 549; 19. 306 f. 
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even she gave him a cloak as he sat beside her in 
a bare tunic, but that she merely promised him one 
if it turned out that he was telling the truth about 
Odysseus in saying that he would arrive within the 
month.l And afterwards, when he asked for the 
bow, and the suitors, who could not draw it, were 
angry at him because he had the hardihood to vie 
with them in prowess,2 she urged that it be given 
to him, adding that of course her promise of marriage 
could not apply to him; but she promised to give 
him a tunic, cloak, and shoes, if he succeeded in 
stretching the bow and shooting through the axes ; 
as though he had to bend the bow of Eurytus and 
become the enemy of all those young men, and 
perhaps lose his life at their hands then and there, 
if he was to receive tunic and shoes, or else must 
produce Odysseus in person, who had not been seen 
anywhere for twenty years, and within a stated 
time at that, with the alternative, in case he could 
do neither, of departing in the same rags out of the 
presence of the good and prudent daughter royal of 
lcarius! 

Other words of about the same purport Telemachus 
too addresses to the swineherd regarding Odysseus 
when he bids the latter to send him to the city as 
soon as possible s that he may beg for alms there, 
and not to feed him at the steading any longer. 
And even if this had been agreed upon between 
them, yet the swineherd feels no surprise at the 
treatment and its inhumanity, as though it were 
the regular procedure to deal with needy strangers 
thus strictly and meanly and to welcome open-

• Ibid. 17.10£. 
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7rA.ovulovr; {nroo€xeu0at cptA.ocpp6vwr; gevlotr; tea£ 
Dwpot<;, 7rap' iJJv Dij:\.ov 5n tea£ auTo£ 7rpoueDoteWV 
TWV Zuwv ltv TvxeZv, cmo'ia uxeoov tea£ Ttt TWV 
vuv €un cptA.avOpw7r£ar; Te 7r€pt Ka£ 7rpoatp€uewr;. 

' \ ,/.. "\ ,/.. I \ I 89 at ryap 07] uoteovuat 't't"'o't'pOV7JU€t<; tea£ xaptT€<;, 
€av Ute07rfl T£<; opOwr;, ouoev Dtacp€povutv epavwv 
Kat Davelwv, e7r£ Toterp uvxvfi> Kat TauTa oor; TO 
7rOAV rytryVofkEVa, el !:ll' V7T'€p/3aA.A.et Ta 

,.. \ f rf ' ,.., )/"\ '"\ f: I vvv Ta 7rpoupov, wu7rep ev TV a"'"''[/ 
90 KaKlq-. ifxw rye !kr)v el7reZv teal 7rept Twv cf!ataKwv 

Ka£ TTJ'> eKelvwv cptA.avOpw7rlar;, eZ T'f' DoJCouutv 
OVTO£ OV/C aryevvwr; ouo' TOV 'li"AOVTOV 
7rpouevexBiJvat To/ 'OovuueZ, fkeO' ot'ar; fkaA.tuTa 
Otavo[ar; teat 8t' a, alT[ar; 7rpOVTpa7r7JUaV acp06vwr; 
Kat fkEryaA.o7rp€7T'W'> xapl,euOat. aA.A.a ryap 'li"OAV 
7T'A.e{w Twv iKavwv Kat Ta vvv v7rep TovTwv 
elp7] fk€va. 

91 !::J.TjA.ov rye oor; o 7T'AOVT0'> oi.he 7rpor; gevovr; 
OVTe aA.A.wr; fkErya T£ UVfkf3aA.AETa£ TOt<; K€teT7]fkE-

.... "\ \ > I "\ I \ ,/.. "\ \ votr;, a"'"'a TovvavTtov ry"'tuxpovr; JCat ..,..eww"'ovr; 
oor; Td 'li"OAV fkilA.A.ov TTJ'> '!T'ev{a, a7T'OT€AeZv 7T'ecpv-
/C€V. ov8£ ryap, eZ Tt'> av TWV 'li"AOVU[wv, elr; 'li"OV 

I > I , ,, "\ \ \ "\ ',1.. \ Taxa ev fkVpwtr;, oay t"'7J'> Kat fkErya"'o..,..pwv Tov 
Tpo7T'OV evpe0e{7J, TOVTO iKaVW<; 8el!CVVU£ TO 
ovxt TOV'> 'li"OAAOV<; xelpovr; 7r€pl, TavTa ry['YveuBat 

92 TWV a'!T'opwTepwv. avop£ 8€ 7rEV7JTt cpavA.rp 
\ A,.l ' ,.. \ I \ ' "' I TTJV ..,..vutv ap!Cet Ta 7rapovTa Kat TO UWfka fkETptwr; 

TOtoVTOV 'li"OTE gvftf3aVTO<;, 
oia'!T'ep eZwOe ry{'YveuOat TOL<; OVK ap"foZr; E/CclUTOTe 
Ef1-7rtfk7T'AafkEVOL'>, teal, tA.Oovut 
oovvat 7rpoucptA.i} Eevta xwplr; U7rotlar; 7rap' 
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heartedly with gifts and presents only the rich, 
from whom, of course, the host expected a like 
return, very much as the present custom is in select-
ing the recipients of our kindly treatment and pre-
ferment ; for what seem to be acts of kindliness 
and favours turn out, when examined rightly, to be 
nothing more or less than accommodations and 
loans, and that too at a high rate of interest as a 
usual thing, if, by heavens, conditions to-day are 
not worse than they used to be, just as is the case 
with every other evil. Furthermore, I could state in 
regard to the Phaeacians also and their generosity, 
in case anyone imagines that their behaviour towards 
Odysseus was neither ungenerous nor unworthy of 
their wealth, just what motives and reasons induced 
them to be so open-handed and splendid in their 
generosity. But what I have said so far about this 
matter is more than sufficient. 

It is certainly clear that wealth does no great 
service to its owners as regards the entertainment 
of strangers or otherwise. On the contrary, it is 
more likely to make them stingy and parsimonious, 
generally speaking, than poverty is. Even if some 
man of wealth may be found-one perhaps in a 
million-who is liberal and magnanimous in char-
acter, this by no means conclusively proves that the 
majority do not become worse in this regard than 
those whose means are limited. A poor man, if he 
be of strong character, finds the little that he has 
sufficient both to enable him to regain his health 
when his body has been attacked by an illness not 
too severe-when, for example, he is visited by the 
sort of malady that usually attacks hard-working 
people whenever they overeat-and also to give 
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93 €.c6vTWV Ot00f.t€Va OV/C 
7TE7TAOV<; Te8pt7T7TOV, Ttt l 

Kal Mevhew T'Y]AEttaxrp owpa. ovo€ 
ryap TOtollTOV<; tnroSexowT' liv, W<; elKo<;, gevov<;, 

/ f.(.} "\.I ' I I ',.k CTaTpa?Ta<; 'YJ tJaCTt"'ea<;, et tt'YJ rye ?Tavv CTw'l'povar; 
/Cat arya&ov<;, ot<; ovoev EVO€E<; f.t€Ttt <{>t"A{ar; rytryvo-
f.t€VOV. a/COAaCTTOV<; S€ /Cat TVpavvt/COU<; ouT' dv 

.. t' I e I ' 1:1 Jf > Olf.tat OVValVTO epa7T€V€lV t!CaVW<; s€VOV<; OUT av 
94 tCTW<; wpoCTOEOtVTO TotaVTl]<; gev{ar;. OVOE ryap TCp 

M€l!EA€'f' a?TE{j'Yj 7Tp0<; TO A.{pov, 8n 
i]ovvaTo SegaCTBat Tov ?T"AovCTufJraTov €" rf]r; 
'A I 1: I "" "\ "'' , "' ' ' ' • ' ,.evov, oe tKavo<; 'Y}V €V TV 

I ' II I (.) "\1 " ' .c.?TapT'!} TOV ptafLOV TOU tJaCTL"'€W<; VtOV V?T0-
95 oegaCTBat. TotryapTot Ep1]f.LWCTM avTOV Thv olKiav 

Kat TOt<; xpr}ttaCTt TIJV ryvvat!Ca 7TpOCTAa{jwv, 
Thv S€ OvryaTepa op<f>avhv TTJ'> f.t1]Tpo<; 
" ' "\.' ' ' ,.. ( M '" WX€TO a7T07T"'€WV. /Cat f.L€Ta TaVTa 0 €V€"'ao<; 

xpovov fLEV 7TOAUV €<{>Be{peTO ?TaVTaxoCT€ TTJ<; 
EA.A.aoo<;, oovpOf.t€VO<; Ta<; auTOV CTVtt<f>opa<;, 0€0-

f 1 ,... Q "\. I ' ,.. ) I f.t€VO<; €/CaCTTOV TWV tJaCTl"'€WV €7TafLUVat. 1]VaryKa-
CTB'YJ S€ itc€T€VCTat Kal TOV aoe"A<{>ov 87Tw<; f.mo[p , 8 I I , A,.,. lt- .., I 

96 'T'I}V uryaTepa CT't'a"f'I}CTOf.t€V1JV €V VI\,LOL, 0€/Ca 
S€ gT'IJ Ka8'YJCTTO ?TOAI'fLWV f.v Tpolq, ?Ta"A.tv eK€t 
KOAa/C€VWV TOV CTTpaTOV Kat auTO<; 
Kal 0 El S€ wpry£/;ovTO Kat 
e/CaCTTOT€ a?To7TA€VCTeCTBat• Kat 7TOAAOU<; 7TOVOV<; 
Kat /CtvOvvovr; apJxdvovr; vr.ottevwv, fJCTTepov S€ 
1]"AaTo teal ovx olor; T' Uxa 2 f.tvplwv KaKwv 
o'tKuo' a<{>tteeCTBat• 

1 1i before .,.a, deleted by Geel. 1 alxa. Emperius: a.a. 

1 I phigeneia. 
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acceptable gifts to strangers when they come-gifts 
willingly given that do not arouse the recipient's 
suspicion or give him offence-perhaps not silver 
bowls, or embroidered robes, or a four-horse chariot, 
which were the gifts of Helen and Menelaus to 
Telemachus. For the poor man would be unlikely to 
have such guests to welcome as satraps or kings, for 
instance, unless they were very temperate and good 
men in whose eyes no gift is inadequate which is 
prompted by affection. But guests that are disso-
lute and tyrannical they would neither be able, I 
suppose, to serve acceptably nor, perhaps, would 
they care to extend such hospitality. For it surely 
did not turn out any better for Menelaus that he 
was able to receive the wealthiest prince of Asia as 
a guest and that nobody else in Sparta was equal 
to entertaining the son of King Priam. For, mark 
you, that prince despoiled his home, appropriated 
his wife as well as his treasures, left the daughter 
motherless, and sailed away. And after that Mene-
laus wasted a great deal of time travelling all over 
Greece bewailing his misfortunes and begging every 
king in turn to help him. He was forced also to 
implore his brother to give his daughter 1 to be 
sacrificed at Aulis.2 Then for ten years he sat 
fighting in Troy-land, where again both he and his 
brother kept cajoling the leaders of the army. 
When this was not done, the soldiers would grow 
angry and on every occasion would threaten to sail 
for home. Besides, he endured many hardships 
and dire perils, after which he wandered about and 
was able to reach his home only after infinite trouble. 

1 A harbour in Boeotia where the Greeks assembled before 
sailing for Troy. 
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97 9 Ap' ovv ou u<{Joopa avagwv 1 llryauBat TOV 

7I"AOVTOV KaTft 2 TOV Kat T<fJ llvn STJAW-
' t (.Jr'\ rl rh ' "" I "t TOV U7I"OAatJ€tV ; 't'7JCTtV auTOV f£€"ftCTTOV EtVal 

B\ f:' ''I I 
arya OV TO OOUVa£ Kat eaV 71"0T€ TtV€<; 

... ' ' ' ' ' ' / eA.8wu£ TpucpwvTE<; €7Tl TTJV O£KtaV, f£7] aouvaTOV 

ryeveuOat 7l"apauxe'iv KaTtiXuutv '11"poBe'ivat 
I • l 1-, <I .... I 

98 gevta, ot<; av eKewot p.a"'tuTa TJOOtvTO ; "'eryop.ev 

o€ TavTa f£€f£V7Jf.LEVOt TWV 7T0£7]TWV, OUK llXA.w<; 

avn7l"apegaryoVT€<; EKfdvot<; ouo€ Tij<; oo;7J<; S7JAO-
TU7TOVVT€<;, f]v a7TO TWV 7I"Ol7Jf£aTWV E7TL 

f ) I tl ,J,. "\ I 't 
UOcpta' OU TOUTWV eVEKa, 't't"'OTtf£0Uf.L€VOl Es,€-

' ' ' I '"\ "\. \ ' ' ' 'X Xeryxetv auTou<;, a"'"'a 1rap p.a tuTa 
t I t I \ "" "'\."\"' 0 I €Vp7]U€tV 7J"jOVf£€VOt TTJV TWV 7I"OI""'WV taVOtaV, 

" \ .... .... ' .... ' a OTJ Kat TO£<; 7I"O"'"'Ot<; €00/CEt 7T€pt T€ 7T"'OUTOV 

KaL TWV llXXwv a Bauf£asouut, KaL -r£ p.erytuTOV 
I ' ' B +. 'rk' 3 t I .... oiovTat ucptut ryeveu at av a't' f.KaCTTOV TWV 

99 TOtoVTWV. oij",\ov ryap (}n CTVf£cpWVOVVTO<; 

au-ro'i<; TOV f.L1JOE ryvwp.1]V 
,, ' " ,J.. '"' 'A.'" '"'' EXOVTO<; OUK aV OUTW CT't'oopa f.'t't"'OVV OUO€ 
, I t ,.1... I \ ) e \ \ 4 €7I"rJVOUV W<; CTO't'OU<; 'TE Kat arya OU<; Kat 

' ,... t ' \ "' ' , d LOO TaX17 Bry XeryovTa<;. e7l"et ouv ouK eunv eKauTov 
a' '"' .... 'B '"'' a7I"OAaf£J-JaVOVTa E"'E"fXI!£V TOV 7l""'TJ OU<;, OVO 

, ... ,, ' I T' ' I " avepwTaV a7l"aVTa<; ev f£Epet, t ryap uu, w 
Jl '!::' \ I d I \ 
av8pw7TE, oeoOtKa<; T1)V 71"€Vlt.:V 7TaVU, TOV 
1:' ' ' .. \ ..... 'I' oe 7TAOVTOV V71"€pTtf£f!'>• Tt o au CTV €'"7Tt':>et<; 

• I .... I., 
Kepoavetv f£ErytuTOV, av TVXV'> 7I""'OVT1JCTa<; 1] V1J 

I '' I \ J0 "\. I ef£7I"Opo<; ryevof£EVO<; 17 Kat J-JaCTt"'euua<; ; 

ry?tp TO TOtoVTOV Kal ouOajJ-W<; 

1 Capps: 
2 Ka'T<t Emperius : Kal. 
a &.cp' Selden : i<J>'. . 
' -y•voa8a< before Kal deleted by Rmske. 
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Is it not, then, most unfitting to admire wealth 
as the poet 1 does and regard it as really worth 
seeking? He says that its greatest good lies in 
giving to guests and, when any who are used to 
luxury come to one's house, being in a position to 
offer them lodging and set such tokens of hospitality 
before them as would please them most. And in 
advancing these views we cite the poets, not to gain-
say them idly nor because we are envious of the 
reputation for wisdom that they have won by their 
poems ; no, it is not for these reasons we covet the 
honour of showing them to be wrong, but because 
we think that it is in them especially that we shall 
find the thought and feeling of men generally, just 
what the many think about wealth and the other 
objects of their admiration, and what they consider 
would be the greatest good derived from each of 
them. For it is evident that men would not love 
the poets so passionately nor extol them as wise 
and good and exponents of the truth if the poetry 
did not echo their own sentiments nor express their 
own views. Since, then, it is not possible to take 
each member of the multitude aside and show 
him his error or to cross-question everybody in 
turn by saying," How is it, sir, that you fear poverty 
so exceedingly and exalt riches so highly ? " and 
again, "What great profit do you expect to win if 
you happen to have amassed wealth or, let us say, 
to have turned merchant or even become a king? " 
Such a procedure would involve infinite trouble and 

1 The reference seems to be to Euripides' Electra 404 f., 
where the peasant hesitates as to whether he can entertain 
Orestes and Pylades suitably. Cf. V, <127: 

UK01TW Ta ws EX£< p.lya aBlvos. 
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1 And therefore more easily memorized and passed fri>m 
mouth to mouth as a philosophy of life. 

• Probably Dio is thinking of Cleanthes, a Stoic philosopher, 
who is said to have been so very poor that he had to work all 
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is altogether impracticable. Therefore, because we 
must, let us go to their prophets and spokesmen, 
the poets, with the conviction that we shall find 
among them the beliefs of the many clearly put and 
enshrined in verse 1 ; and in truth I do not think 
that we fall very far short of our object in so doing. 
And our present procedure, I believe, is the usual 
one even with men wiser than myself. Indeed, one 
very great philosopher has expressly contradicted 
the sentiments contained in these same lines of 
Euripides,2 and ·he is a man whom I think no 
one would ever accuse of contradicting them and 
Sophocles' 3 words about wealth in any spirit of cap-
tiousness. He objects briefly in the former instance 
but in more detail in the case of Sophocles, and yet 
not at great length as we are now doing, since he 
was not discussing the question ex tempore with an 
orator's full privilege but was writing in a book." 

Now so much for the life of the farmer, the hunter, 
and the shepherd. Perhaps I have spent more time 
on this theme than I should have done, but I 
desired to show in some way or other that poverty 
is no hopeless impediment to a life and existence 
befitting free men who are willing to work with 
their hands, but leads them on to deeds and actions 
that are far better and more useful and more in 
accordance with nature than those to which riches 
are wont to attract most men. Well then, it would 
now be our duty to consider the life and occupations 

night to support himself while he studied philosophy. See 
also Plutarch. 

a Cf. Sophocles frag. 85 in Nauck, Tragicorum GratcOrum 
Fragmenta, 2nd ed. 

' And. was therefore restricted. 

343 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

a'IC€7T'TEOV er7] 'TOV /3£ou Ka£ 'TWV 
epyarnwv, 7TW'> OUt"fOV'Tf'> Kat 7TO£ 
aTTa KaKwr; 'ijv 
ft'T)Ot rpauAOT€pov 'TWV oav€t,ovTwv e7Tl TOKot.r; 
uvxvot:r;, EV E7TtU'Taf£EVWV 'TOV TE Ka£ 
f£1JVWV ftOV, Kal TWV UUVO£/CLa<; T€ f£€"ftLAa<; 
Kat vavr; 1Ct!KT1Jf£EVWV Kat avOpa7TODa 7TOAAa. 

105 M U7Tavta V 'Ttt ev Ta'ir; 7TOA€UtV ep"fa 
'TOt<; 'TOlOV'TOt<;, arpopftiJ'> T€ egw8ev 7Tpou0€0ft€Va, 
OTaV ol!Ce'iv T€ fttU8ov DElJ Ka£ 'TUAA' exetv wvov-

1 ' I t I \ / \ ,., 
f£€VOU<;, OU ftOVOV tfta'Tta Kat U/C€U1J Kat Ut'TOV, 
' ...... ' ' t: ,, 8' • ' ' " a"'"'a Kat t;U"'a, 'T'Y}'> "f€ Ka 1J!-£€pav xpeta<; €V€/Ca 

'Toil 7Tvp6r;, "av rppv"favwv o€v 7TOT€ lj rf>vA.A.wv 
lj UAAOU OTOVOVV TWV 7T&vv rf;av"Awv, oixa Se 

106 {,oa'TO<; Ttt d.A.A.a UVI-£7TaVTa ava'YKa,wv'Tat 1 

Ka'TanBevTer;, lhe 7Tav'Twv Ka'Ta-
Kat !-£7JOevor;; €v ftEurp 

"f€ 'TWV E7Tt 7rp&uet 7TOAAWV Kal 
TtftLWV. Taxa 'Yap av rf;ave'i'Tat xa"Ae7TOV 'T0£0V'Trp 
fJ[rp OtapKe'iv f£1JOEV a"AA.o KTijfta egw 'TOV UWfta-
'TO') KeKT1Jftevour;, a"AA.wr; Te lhav To Tuxov 
ep"fOV 1-£1]0€ 7Tav8' Ofto[wr; UU!-£/3ou"Aevwf£€V av'TOt') 

107 o8ev eun Kepoavat• tJaT€ Yuwr; ava'YJCaa87]U0-
!-£€8a EIC/3a"Ae'iv E/C TWV 7TOAewv Tfp "A6"frp TOV<; 
KOft'[rovr; 7TEV7]Tar;, fva 7TapE)(Wf£EV Tfp ovn JCaB' 

Ttt<; 7TOAE£<; ev vateTawaar;, tJ7TO ftDVWV 
'TWV olKOUftEVa<;, EVTO<; o€ Teixovr; 
ovoeva EaUOftEV, wr;; fO£/CEV, e'AevBepov EP"ftL'T1JV. 
aA.A.a TOV'> 'TOlOVTOU') lt7TaVTa<; Ti SpaaoftEV ; lj 
D£aU7T€LpavTE'> Jv TV xwpq, JCaTOt/C£0Vf£€V, JCa8&7Tep 
'AB7]vaiovr; rpau£ KaB' OA1JV 

1 &.va')'Kci.(wP'Ta< Reiske: U.varKci.(ov'Tal. 
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of poor men who live in the capital or some other 
city, and see by what routine of life and what pur-
suits they will be able to live a really good life, one 
not inferior to that of men who lend out money at 
excessive rates of interest and understand very well 
the calculation of days and months, nor to that of 
those who own large tenement houses and ships 
and slaves in great numbers! 

:For the poor of this type suitable work may 
perhaps be hard to find in the cities, and will need 
to be supplemented by outside resources when they 
have to pay house-rent and buy everything they 
get, not merely clothes, household belongings, and 
food, but even the wood to supply the daily need 
for fire, and even any odd sticks, leaves, or other 
most trifling thing they need at any time, and 
when they are compelled to pay money for every-
thing but water, since everything is kept under lock 
and key, and nothing is exposed to the public 
except, of course, the many expensive things for 
sale. It will perhaps seem hard for men to subsist 
under such conditions who have no other possession 
than their own bodies, especially as we do not 
advise them to take any kind of work that offers or 
all kinds indiscriminately from which it is possible 
to make some money. So perhaps we shall be 
forced in our discussion to banish the respectable 
poor from the cities in order to make our cities in 
reality cities " well-inhabited," as Homer calls them, 
where only the prosperous dwell, and we shall not 
allow any free labourer, apparently, within the 
walls. But what shall we do with all these poor 
people ? Shall we scatter them in settlements in 
the country as the Athenians are said to have been 
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'A 'TO 7ra"Aatov Kat mfA-tv iJu'Tepov 'Tvpav-

108 ITetiTlUTplLTOV ; oiJKOVV 
'f:'r#.. t I C:OI )f "" 7] TOtaVT'YJ OLatTa €"f€V€TO, OVO€ 

" ,./.., " . .,. " ' ' (.) " ' 7JV€"fK€ 'lrO"'lTWV, a"'"'a Ttp 'lraVTt 
Kat TWV ev auT€£ TpecpOf.LEVWV 
iJu'Tepov EKKA7]UtauTwv Kat OtKauTwv Kat rypaf.'-
f.LaTewv, aprywv /if.'a Kat oiJKOVV 0 

el OVTO£ 
Kat. TrlivTa Tp01rov lirypoucot guovTat· olJ.La£ 0' 

OUK a7rop1uew ouos ev aU'T€l 
Tpocp-F]r;. 

109 'AA,A,a rowp,ev ?Toua Kat liTTa 
' ' " <:' 'I: " ' "" ' ' E'lr£€lKW<; rJfLLV ota,_ovuw, wa fL7J avary-

KauBwutv apryot Ka81jp,evot ?Tpo<; 'Tl 'TWV cpavA-wv 
Tpa?TT]vat. a[ f.LSV of] UVf.L?Tauat KaTa ?TOALV 

epryau£at Kat TEXVat 'lrOAAat Kat 7ravTo0a?Ta{, 

ucpoopa 'TE AVUL'T€A€t<; evta£ 'TOt<; EaV 

110 Tt<; TO AVITl'T€AE<; UK07TV artvpwv. ovop,auat 
auTa<; 7raUa<; KaTa p,epo<; ou Ota 'TO 

7rA-T]Bo<; Kab aTo7r{av oux OUKOVV i5oe 

elp1uBw 7r€pb aUTWV ev /3paxe'i: "froryor; 'TE Kat 
i5uat f.'EV uwJ.LaTt 1rpo<; 

ury£etaV lj 7rpO<; luxuv Ot' apry{av T€ 

Kat eopatOT7]Ta lj "frvxfi 1 aUX'1Jf.LOUuvr)V 'T€ Kab 
aveA-euBeplav EVTiKTOVUl lj UAAW<; axpe'i:ot Kat 

ouo€v lJcpe"'Ao<; elutv, eup7Jf.LEVat ot' 
Tepiav T€ Kat Twv 1roA-ewv, /i<; rye 

1 o/vxil Schenkl: 
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spread all over Attica in early times and again later 
when Peisistratus became tyrant? That mode of life 
did not prove disadvantageous to the Athenians of 
that time, nor did it produce a degenerate breed 
of citizens either, but men in every way better and 
more temperate than those who later on got their 
living in the city as ecclesiasts,l jurymen, and clerks 
-a lazy and at the same time ignoble crowd. It 
will not, therefore, cause any great and dire peril if 
all these respectable poor shall become by any end 
and every means rustics, but nevertheless I think 
that even in the city they will not fail to make a 
living. 

But let us see what the variety and nature of the 
occupations are which they are to follow in order 
to live in what we believe is the proper way and not 
be often compelled to turn to something unworthy 
because they are out of work. The occupations 
and trades in the city, if all are taken into con-
sideration, are many and of all kinds, and some of 
them are very profitable for those who engage in 
them if one thinks of money when he says " profit-
able." But it is not easy to name them all separ-
ately on account of their multitude, and equally 
because that would be out of place here. Therefore, 
let this brief criticism and praise of them suffice : 
All which are injurious to the body by impairing its 
health or by preventing the maintenance of its ade-
quate strength through their inactive or sedentary 
character, or which engender in the soul either 
turpitude or illiberality or, in general, are useless 
and good for nothing since they owe their origin to 

1 Members of the Athenian popular assembly, which 
consisted of the whole body of male citizens over eighteen 
years of age. 
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TE')(Var; lpryaular; TO rye op8ov 
KaA.e'iV' OV ryap /iv 'IT'OT€ 'Hu£ooor; uocpor; 
l7Tyveuev op.olror; '!T'av gpryov, er T£ TWV 7TOVT}pwv 
Twv aluxpwv TaVT7J<; 7rpouT}ryoplar;· 

111 air; p,€v ovv &v nr; 'IT'poufi TOVTrov Twv {3A.a{3wv 
Ka£ p.7JOEva lt'!T'Teu8at Twv T€ 

Kat emetKWV p.'YJOf l7TluTau8at p.'ljTe avTov 
7Ta'ioar; TOV<; aVTOV 0£0aUK€£V, ror; oihe Ka8' 'Hulo-
oov OUT€ Ka8' epryaT'T}V euop.evov, &v Tt p.eTa-

T0£0VTOV1 aA.A.a ap"fLar; T€ fip.a Kat 
, t' ' , .... '() "1: , 1:' atu')(pOKepoetar; ave"'ev epov e5ovTa ovetoor;, 

{3avavuov Kat a')(pe'iov Kat 'IT'OV'T}pov cL'IT'AoW<; 
ll2fJVop.af;op.evOV, OUa Of a V p,'ljTe l TOt<; 

p.enovut p.o')(87]plav Te f.L7JOep.lav lp.7TotovVTa TV 
' '1:' ,.... .... ' ' 'I' V')('[/ f.L'T]T€ VOU(J)O'T] TOOV Te ai\.A(J)V VOU7J/LUTOOV Kat 

OijTa au8evelar; T€ Kat 15Kvov Kat p.aA.aKlar; Dta 
Jryrytryvop.EV7]<; Jv TqJ uwp,an, Kat 

xpelav rye iKavhv 7TapExovTa 7rpor; TOV {3lov, 
113 7TaVTa Ttt TOtaUTa 7TpaTTOVTe<; 7Tpo(}vp.ror; Kat 

A.. .... ' 2 " ' .. ' l:' " , ' Q' 'f"£1\.07TOVOO<; OV'IT'OT aV evoee£<; epryov Kat fJWV 
rylryvotVTO, ovo' av aA.7J{}fJ E'IT'lKAo'T]UtV '!T'apE')(Otev 
Toi:r; 'IT'AoOVUlotr; KaA.e'iv avTOV<; V'IT'Ep elw8auw, 
a7Topovr; TOVvavTlov p.aA.A.ov EKelvrov 
IJvTe<; 'IT'OptuTal Kat p.'T}Devor; a'!T'opovvTer;, roe; g7TO<; 
el7Te£v, TWV avaryKalrov Kat 'XPTJUlp.rov. 

..n ' " () 'A..' ' ' ' 114 wepe ovv p.V'YJU rop.ev a'f" eKaTepov TOV ryevovr;, 

1 awpe1r1) Reiske : l!.woTplwel. 
1 </><il.ow&v.,s Dindorf: </><il.o</>p&v.,s. 
8 lwop.J.(ovTu Casaubon: lwop.cl.(ovT<U-

1 As we might say, "a parasite living on tainted wealth." 
• Note the word play in the use of awopovs, woptOTal and 

awopoiiV'TES'. awoppS', " without means," is the opposite of 

348 

THE SEVENTH, OR EUBOEAN, DISCOURSE 

the silly luxury of the cities-these cannot properly 
be called trades or occupations at all ; for Hesiod, 
a wise man, would never have commended all 
occupations alike if he had thought that any evil or 
disgraceful thing was entitled to that name-so 
where any of these evils, be it what it may, is 
attached to these activities, no self-respecting and 
honourable man should himself have anything to do 
with them or know anything about them or teach 
them to his sons, for he knows that he will not be 
what either Hesiod or we mean by " workman " if 
he engages in any such business, but will incur the 
shameful reproach of being an idler living on dis-
graceful gains 1 and hear himself bluntly called 
sordid, good for nothing, and wicked. But, on the 
other hand, where the occupations are not unbe-
coming to those who follow them and create no evil 
condition in their souls nor injure their health by 
inducing, among other diseases, physical weakness 
in particular, sluggishness, and softness on account 
of the almost complete lack of exercise, and, further, 
enable one to make a satisfactory living-the men 
who engage zealously and industriously in any of 
these will never lack work and a living from it, nor 
will they give the rich any justification for calling 
them the " poor class," 2 as is their wont; on the 
contrary, they will be rather purveyors to the rich 
and lack practically nothing that is necessary and 
useful. 

Now without describing in detail each and every 

dJwopos, "rich," "well-to-do," but here Dio wants us to 
think of it as also meaning "not providing " in contrast to 

"provider." The idle rich are not really dJwppo<, 
for they provide nothing. 
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el Kat 71"UVV aKpt/3wc; EKarna aA.A.' 
W<; n'nrrp rye 1 KanoeZv, Ta aTTa 2 Kal, ciJv 

" • '8 '" 8" eveKa ov 7Tpoa-tep.,e a, Kat 71"ota appovvTa<; 

€mxetpe£v KeA.dJOp.,ev, rwv 
''" " ' " "' ' , '() Ta TotavTa 7rpo'f'epovrwv, owv etw aa-t 
A.otoopovp.,evot 71"o!..A.aKt<; ou p.,ovov Ta<; 

) "' ) I 'f ) t:' \ )/ I 

avTCov epryaa-ta<;, at<; ovoev aTo7Tov 7Tpoueunv, ,, , , , ,., , , , 8 , , 
Kat Twv ryovewv, av Ttvo<; ept o<; 'YJ f.I.-'YJT'YJP 

, a • , 't: "8 " , • 8 " B , V 1] TPV"f'Y}Tpta ovua 71"0Te 'Y} p.,tu ov TtT eva-'!1 
TWV -1 7TAOuuiwv -1 0 

8t8agy rypap.,p.,aTa otv 
11 ,.. " ' I t: I 1/ , \ 

o TOLOVTov atuxuvop.,evou<; op.,oue tevat. ou ryap 
,,, "\ ' \ ' ,.. "' ' " t: auTa epouuw, av A.erywutv, 'YJ we; u1Jp.,e£a 
71"€VIac;, 7T€Viav A.otCopovVT€<; ci]J....ov lht Kat 

"' ' ' ' " ' ' " ' 7rpo'f'epoVT€<; W<; KaKOV O'Y] Tt Kat OUUTuxe<;, OV 
,.. '' y ' \ >I TWV eprywv OVOEV, WuTe €7Tel01] ou cj;ap.,ev xe£pov 

OVuTvxt!uTepov 7TAOVTOV 71"€Viav 7TOAAOt<; 

Yuw<; TO lJvetCo<; TOV oveicou<; 
116 "-,. "'\ t Q I " ' ' I ' t Tt f-'apVVTEOV TOUT €KE£VOU, et ryap TOt 4 

5 ' , 'Y ' .... --'. I ' oeot f.l.-1] ovop.,a<:,OVTa<; TO 7Tparyf,ka o 'teyouut, Ta 
KaB' uup.,f3aivovTa et' auTO 6 j3A.au<j>'Y]f,keZv 
7Tpo<j>€povTac;, 7ToA.v 7TA.e[w Ctv l!xotev Kat TW ovn 

, \ \ "'\ ,.. ' , t:l \ 
atuxpa ota 7T rytryvop.,eva, oux ?]KtuTa oe To 

' " 'H '" ' , '" 7rapa T'f' UlOO'f' KEKptf.tEVOV €7TOV€tOlUTOV 7rpo-
cj;Epelll, TO Ti}<; apryiac;, A.€ryovTe<;,7 8n ue & 8 , 
av pw7Te, 

,, s ... 8 'B' ,, ' , ,.. OUT€ UKa71"77]pa EOL euaV OUT apOT'Y]pa, 

1 'Y• Reiske : Te, 2 '!l"ot' li.TTa Geel : ro<avTa, 
3 'h 1"-hrnp if J acobs : if f'o-hT'l/P P. 
4 To< Pflugk: T'f. 5 li<o< Emperius: 
6 lil Selden: li<d; TO. 
7 lli')'ovTes Reiske: 'A.e')'oVTa<. 
8 Aristotle (Nichomachean Ethics 6. 7) has rov lfp'. 
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occupation, but simply offering a general outline, 
let us mention in these two classes the kinds we do 
not approve of, giving our reasons, and the kinds 
we urge men to undertake without hesitation. Let 
them pay no heed to those idle objectors who are 
wont often to sneer obviously not only at a man's 
occupation when it has nothing at all objectionable 
in it, but even at that of his parents, when, for 
instance, his mother was once on occasion someone's 
hired servant or a harvester of grapes, or was a 
paid wet-nurse for a motherless child or a rich 
man's, or when his father was a schoolmaster or a 
tutor. Let them, I say, feel no shame before such 
persons but go right ahead. For if they refer to 
such things, they will simply be mentioning them 
as indications of poverty, evidently abusing and 
holding up poverty itself as something evil and 
unfortunate, and not any of these occupations. 
Therefore, since we maintain that to be poor is no 
worse and no more unfortunate than to be rich, and 
perhaps no less advantageous to many, the sneer 
at one's occupation ought not to give any greater 
offence than the sneer at one's poverty. You see, 
if, without mentioning the thing with which they 
found fault, they had to bring up and denounce the 
things it caused from day to day, they would have 
a great many more and really disgraceful things 
caused by the possession of wealth to bring up, and 
not least of all what in Hesiod is adjudged the 
greatest shame, namely, the charge of idleness, and 
exclaim, " Sir, 

" Never a delver did the gods make thee, nor a 
ploughman," 1 

1 Part of a verse from fragment 2 of the Margitea, a poem 
ascribed to Homer, not to Hesiod. 
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Kal 0Tt 'TflS xeipa\; €'X€18 /CaT(t 

Tijpac; (LTpl!TrTOV<; a?TaAa<;. 
117 OuiCOVV TOO€ fLEV oiftat ?TaVTL T'f' oijA.ov /Cat 

7TOAAaiCt<; A€''f0f£€VOV rlTw<;, OT£ flacpe'ic; fLEV /Cat 
fLVpe'frou<; lTVV 1 ICOVpt1Cfi ryvvatiCfiJV T€ /Cat avOpwv, 
ov 7ToA.v n otacpepovlTatc; 2 nt vvv, 
'TralTv lTxeo6v, elTBijToc:; "'6vov, aA.A.a Kat Tptxwv 
Kat XPWToc;, €ryxovlTv 3 'frtf£v8£'t' Kal 7TalTt 
cpapfLaKot<; fLrJXaVWfLEV'[} wpac; 4 'frevot(ic; Kat vo8a 

"\:' "\. ,, t"\ \ ' , .... ' A. 1"1 ' ' \ €toW"-a, €7£ 0€ €V 0£K£WV opo't'at<; Kat TOtXO£<; Kat 
Joacpet Tli fLEV XPWfLalTt, Tli o€ A.ifiotc;, Ttt o€ 

ll8 XPVlT(p, Ta 8€ €A.€if;avn 7TOtKtAAOVTWV, Tli o€ avTfiJV 
TOLXWV ryA.vif>a'ic;, TO fLJV aptlTTOV "':;, 7Tapao€x-
€lTBat 1Ca86A.ov Ttt<; 7TOA€l<;, TO o€ 0€VTepov 5 

€v T(p 7Tap6vn AO"f'f' owpilTat f£'1/'M.va &v TOtOUTOV 6 

ry£ryvelT8at TWV 7T€V1Twv· we; 7Tpoc; TOV<; 
7TAOVlTLOV<; Ct"fWVt'6"'e8a WlT7T€p xopfi> Ta 
vvv, ovx V7TEp evoatfLOVLa<; 7TpOK€tfLEVOV TOV 

) \ I ,.. f I \ 

aryWVO<;" OV "fap 7T€Vilf TOVTO rye 7TpO!CEtTat TO 
aBA.ov ovo€ av 7TAOVTrf1, fL(WYJ<; o€ apeTijc; ElTTtV 
'I: / ,, ' 'i:'\ (' \ , .... ' e5atpeTov- a"'"'wc; oe V?Tep arywryY}'> nvoc; Kat 
f£€TptoT't]TO<; f3£ov. 

ll9 Kal TOLVVV ouo' V'TrOKptTiic; Tparyt!COV<; lj ICWfLl• 
KOV<; lj oui 7 TtVWV fLifLWV aKpaTOV "fEAWTO<; 

OrJfLWVpryovc; ovo€ OPXTJlTTiic; ovo€ xopevTds, 7TA1v 
rye TWV lepwv xopwv, aA.A.' OUIC 8 f7TL rye TOt<; 
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1 1<al /3upcrolil!fas before crbv deleted by Pllugk. 
2 li<a.P<povcratS More!: li<a<P<potfO"as. 
8 l1r<')'XoVcrp or l1r<XoVO"?J• 
' wpas Em perms : ws lXp<&. 
A li•vnpov added by Oapps. Kayser conj. 
1 TowVTov Reiske: TO TOtoVToY. 
7 li<a added by Reiske. 
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adding, " In vain hast thou hands; soft and tender 
are they like those of the suitors." 

Now what I have to say next is, I imagine, appar-
ent to every man and perhaps often remarked-that 
dyeing and perfumery, along with the dressing of 
men's and women's hair-nearly the same for both 
sexes to-day-and practically all adorning, not only 
of clothing, but even of the hair and skin by the 
use of alkanet ,I white lead, and all kinds of chemicals 
in the attempt to counterfeit youthfulness make 
a spurious image of the person, and further, the 
decorating of the roofs, walls, and floor of houses, 
now with paints, now with precious stones, here with 
gold and there with ivory, and, again, with carving 
of the walls themselves-that as for these occu-
pations, the best thing would be that cities should 
admit none of them at all, but that for us in our 
present discussion the next best thing would be to 
rule that none of our poor should adopt any such 
trade; for we are at present contending against the 
rich as if with a chorus,2 and the contest is not for 
happiness-that is not the prize set before poverty, 
or before wealth either, but is the especial reward 
of virtue alone-no, it is for a certain manner of life 
and moderation therein. 

Furthermore, we shall not permit our poor to 
become tragic or comic actors or creators of immoder-
ate laughter by means of certain mimes, or dancers 
or chorus-men either. We except, however, the 
sacred choruses, but not if they represent the 

1 A plant, also called anchusa, who6e root yields a red d1e. 
a Just as chorus contended against chorus, so Dio as 

epokesman for t.he poor is contending against the rich. 

8 obK added by Reiske. 
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NdJ/3'1]<; ., Sv6<TTOV 'Tf'aOecrw c'tooJ•Ta<; ., opxov-
}l-6vovr;, ovoe tetOaprpoovr; ovtE avA.rJTar; 7repl. 
vite'T}<; €v OeaTpotr; rlJ1-tA.A.roJ1-evovr;, el teat nver; TaJV 
' !:' , t: ,.,. ' ' , ' ft !:' ft EVOOs(J)JI 'Tf'OI\.EWV E'Tf'£ TOVTO£<; 'T}}J-£V ovcrxepw<; 
"t: ..,.,. , \ xft , !:'ft , , e5 ovcrt, to<;, tea£ o71Ta crvv TavTat<; 
real. TO "Apryor;, chr; TE teal. 'A'Ya-
Jl-fJl-Vovor; oogav ovte EWVT(J)V aiJEecrOat TO ryouv 

120 ecp' TVXtJV OE teal. 'A0'1]va'io£ xaA.e'Tf'aVOU<T£V, 
a.np.a,ecrOat vo}l-i,ovTE<; TOV<; crcpeTEpovr; 'Tf'OI·'f]Ta<; 
TparytteoV<; teal. tero}l-tteovr;, lhav TOV<; V7rrJpeTa<; 

• ft ., ' o !:'' • o' "'' aVT(J)V a't'atprojl-E a, Jl-'Y'JOEV arya OV 't'a<TteOVTE<; 
E'Tf'£T'T}0EV6£V. elteo<; oe U"faVateTe'iv teal. E>TJf3aiov<;, 
C:,r; Tf7<; vite'T}<; avTWV v{3pt,Ojl-fV'I]<;, 7rpoetep£0'T}crav 

121 V'Tf'O 1 Tf7r; 'EA.A.aoor; V£teav E'Tf'' avA'T}TUcfi· TaVTTJV 
oe viteTJV oihro crcpoopa lfJcrTe 
ava<TTaTOV Tf7<; 'Tf'JAero<; aVTO'i<; "fEVOJl-fV'T}<; tea£ gTt 
vuv crxeoov oiJ<T'T}<; '1f' p.ttepou plpovr;, Tf7<; 
KaOjl-eiar; olteOVJl-fV'I]<;, TWV Jl-EV ILA.A.wv ovoevor; 
'.J. 1 ft > .J. I > \ -,.,. ft \ e'f'poVT£<TaV T(J)V 'TJ't'aV£<Tjl-€V(J)V a'Tf'O 'Tf'QI\,1\,(J)V Jl-EV 
' ft ,. ,. ft ,. ft \ ' "' ft \ !:'\ teprov, 'Tf'O"'"'rov oe <TT'TJ"'rov teat E'1r£"fpa't'rov, Tov oe 
'E ft • ,., ' ,,. • ' o .,. • PJ.LTJV ava.,T}T'T}<TavTe<; 'Tf'a"'tv avrop rocrav, e't' p 
.q., TO E'Tf't"/pa}l-}1-a TO 'Tf'ep'i Tf7<; avAT}TttefJr;, 

'EA.A.!lr; Jl-EV vtteav 7rpo€tepwev ev 11 

avA.o'ir;· 

Kal. vuv J'Tf'l }1-f<T'T}<; Tf7<; apxaiar; aryopar; 
122 TOUTO lL"faA}l-a EV TQt<; epemlo£<;' ov 

..I. 0 0 1 >!:'1 1 >!:'\ \ > I 't'O!J'T} EVTE<; OVOEVa TOVTroV OVO€ TOV<; E'Tf'IT£}1-TJ-
(/"OVTa<; 3 eh<; Ta <T'Tf'OVOa£fJTaTa 7rapa TOt<; 

1 Reiske: 1 lv added by Casaubon. 
a lfrL'Tip.fitToJI'Tcu Reiske : l11"1'T1p.7J8EvTa.s. 
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sorrows of Niobe or Thyestes by song or dance. 
Nor shall the poor become harpers or flute-players 
contending for victory in the theatres, even if we 
shall offend certain distinguished cities by so doing, 
cities such as Smyrna 1 or Chios,l for example, and, 
of course, Argos 2 too, for not permitting the glory 
of Homer and Agamemnon to be magnified, at least 
so far as we can help it. Perhaps the Athenians 
also will have a grievance because they believe that 
we are disparaging their poets, tragic and comic, 
when we deprive them of their assistants, claiming 
that there is nothing good in their calling. It is 
likely that the Thebans too will be resentful, on the 
ground that indignity is being offered their victory 
in flute-playing which was awarded them by Greece. 
They cherished that victory so dearly that when their 
city had been destroyed-almost as it remains to-day 
except for a small part, the Cadmea, which is still 
inhabited-they cared nothing for the other things 
that had disappeared, for the many temples, many 
columns and inscriptions, but the Hermes they 
hunted out and set up again because the inscription 
about the contest in flute-playing was engraved 
upon it. 

" Greece awarded to Thebes the victory in playing 
on flute-pipes." 

And now in the middle of the old market-place 
stands this one statue surrounded by ruins. But 
we shall have no fear of any of these people nor of 

·those who will charge us with disparaging the things 

1 Claimed to be Homer's birthplace. 
• Chief city of Argolis, which was once Agamemnon's 

country and itself called Argos. 
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"EA.A7]1Te '1/rt"fOf.LEV, li71"aJI'ra Ta TOt a uTa OUIC alD'I}-, '"' .... ' e I ' ,., ' f.LOVWV ovoe fAfV epwv av pw7rwv a7ro't'atvof.LEVOl 
Ep"fa, liA.A.a T€ 1 71"0AAa OviTxepij 7rpoa€1TTtV 
auTO'i<; JCal Si, f.LE"fHTTOV TO Tij<; avatoe(a<;, TO "I A. ' • ... " 2 ,_.,aA.A.ov TOV oeovTo<; 't'povetv Tov ox"'ov, o7rep 
IJpaiTVVEIT(Ja, JCaA.eiv opBoTepov. 

123 OuACOVJI ouo€ KljpvKa<; wv.wv ouo€ KA071"WV .ry 
t' I f) f ' <t- \ ) opaiTf.LWII f.L'I}VVTpa 7rp0Tt €VTa<;, fV 000£<; Kat €V 

a"fopfi cpBE"f"fOf.LEVOV<; f.LETd 7rOAAij<; aveA.evBep[ar;;,3 

ouo€ Kat 7rpoKA.Ijaewv Kat KaBoA.ov 
TWV 7repl UKa<; Ka£ 6"fKA1]f.LaTa ITV"f"fparpe'ic;, 

f 1 ' I \ " 7rp01T71"0£0Vf.L€VOV<; VOf.Llf.LOV €f.L71"€lptaV, OVO€ av 
' A. , ' "' \ "' 'A. \ 'fOV't CTO't'OV<; T€ Kat O€WOV<; OtKoppa't'OV<; 'f€ Kat 

CTVV7J"fopov<;, f.LtaBov 'Tfaatv of.Lo[wc; €7ra"f"f€"AA.o-
p.£vovc; {Jo7]81}1TWJ Kal. 5 aOlKOUITl 'fd f.LE"fliTTa, Kat 6 

V71"Ep TWV aA.A.oTp[wv aOtK'I]f.LCLTWV 
teat ITX€TAHLIT€tV KaL Kat iK€TEVU€tv 
f' \ ,.. )/ ,I.. 1"'\ )/ "' ,J,_ I '' V7r€p TOJV OVT€ OVT€ UV"f"f€VWV IT'i'HrtV OVTWV, 

, t' ) I \ "\ \ ' I .,. t' "' ITcpoopa EVTLf.LOV<; Kat /\.af.L7rp0V't €VLOV<; €tvat OOKOVV-
Ta<; Ell TV 71"0A€£, ouo€ TOLOVTOV ovUva agtOtf.LEV 7 
tiv EK€ivwv 'Y["fV€1TBat, 7rapaxwpe'iv o€ h€pot<;. 

124 xetpoTEXVa<; f.LEV "fdp E' auTWV Ttva<; aVcL"fK'I} 
at, 'Y AOJITITOTEXva<; o€ Kat DtKOTEXVa<; ouoe-

1-'[a aVcL"fKYJ. 
TovTWV o€ TWV elp'I]JJ.-EVOJV T€ Kat p'I](J'I}ITOf.LEVWV 

• r nva 8 DOKfi xp?}ITtf.La Taic; 71"0A€1T£V, &u7r€p Tat<; 
)IUJI olKOVf.LEVa£<;, olov of, tUOJ<; TO 7r€pL Tryv TWV 

1 Te Reiske: -ye. 
a p.'"f<tirov after 8..-ep deleted by Reiske. 
I uv•ll.eu8eplas Herwerden: 
« tivp.Boll.alwv Emperius: tiup.fj&ll.wJf. 
• K«l Casaubon: p.fJ. 

THE SEVENTH, OR EUBOEAN, DISCOURSE 

which the Greeks cherish as most important, but shall 
declare that all such activities have no place with 
self-respecting or free men, holding that many 
evils are due to them, the greatest of which certainly 
is shamelessness, that overweening pride on the part 
of the populace, for which arrogance would be a 
better name. 

Neither should our poor become auctioneers or 
proclaimers of rewards for the arrest of thieves or 
runaways, shouting in the streets and market-place 
with great vulgarity, or scriveners who draw up 
contracts and summonses or, in general, documents 
that have to do with trials and complaints, and claim 
knowledge of legal forms; nor must they be learned 
and clever pettifogging lawyers, who pledge their 
services to all alike for a fee, even to the greatest 
scoundrels, and undertake to defend unblushingly 
other men's crimes, and to rage and rant and beg 
mercy for men who are neither their friends nor 
kinsmen, though in some cases these advocates bear 
a high report among their fellow-citizens as most 
honourable and distinguished men. No, we shall 
allow none of our poor to adopt such professions but 
shall leave these to the other sort. For though 
some of them must of necessity become handcrafts-
men, there is no necessity that they should become 
tongue-craftsmen and law-craftsmen . 

StiU, if any of the occupations of which I have been 
speaking, and shall yet speak, seem to have their 
useful place in our cities as they do in these now 

6 1<c<l ••• in MSS. occurs after rjj ,-671.••: 
moved by Dindorf. 

7 Reiske : 
8 et nva Emperius: &.. 
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oucwv KaL 'TWV UVJLf3oA.a£wv, 'Taxa oe 
Kat K'l]pVrJLihwv evta,1 ib 2 vcp' &v 
rtrvoJLeva f/Ktu'Ta &v d'IJ {3A.a[:3epa, ov vvv 

125 €un otopisetv. ov rctp 'TT'oAt'Telav €v Tip 'TT'apovTt 
OtaTaTTOJL€V, O'TT'Oia ltv apLUT'Y] revotTO 
'TT'OA.A.r'fiv af.Ldvwv, aA.A.a 'TT'Ept 7T'pov8ef.Le8a 
€l7T'ELV, OVK li'TT'opa avTfi Tit 'TT'parJLaTa f(]'T£V, 
fJ'TT'ep OoKe'i 'TT'oA.A.ols T€ eZvat cf>evKTOV 
Kat KaKOV, aA.A.a JLVpLM TO sf]v 
'TT'apexet avTovpre'iv oihe aux+ 

126 oihe a'TT'O rap a 
7a 'TT'Ept Ka£ 'TT'povTpa'TT'TJ-

JLEV 'TT'pooteA.Be'iv E'TT'L 'TT'AEov 7T'poT€pov, Kat vvv 7T'€p£ 
,.. \ , ' "" I ) ,.. I Twv KaTa auTv eprautwv, avTwV 'TT'PE'TT'ovuat 

Kat KaKtU'Ta Kat 
&v (hTOT€AOt€V E'TT', av'TWV. 

127 El oe 'TT'OAAa 'TWV elp'I]JLEVWV Ka86A.ov 
€un 7T'OAtT€iav Kat 7ov 
atpeuw, 'TaVT[J KaL OtKatOT€pov uvrrwfL'Y]V exew 
'TOV 'TWV A.orwv, lJn ov fLtL'TTJV ovo€ 
'TT'EpL liXP'IJUTa 'TT'AavwfLevrp rerovautv. 
.q rap 'TT'EpL €prautwv 3 Kat 'TEXVWV KaL 
KaBoA.ov 7T'€pL [3£ov 

I \ ()' 1 \ > /:' I,/.. "\ "\ \ Kat Ka aV'T'IJV asta 7T'€'t'1JV€V Kat 
128 'TT'ai/V ovv Tth· 

... , ' ' ' 'TWV "'orwv, av Kat u'f'oopa JLaKpot ooKwut, JL'IJ 
, , ,/.. '"' , !::' 4 , fL€1/'TOt 7T'€pt re 'f'aUI\,WI/ fL'IJO€ aVac;tWV f.L'YJO€ OV 

7T'pOU1JKOVTWV, cf>epetv, OVK 
'TWV lJA.wv v7T'o8€utv 'TOV 

1 tv•a. Capps: 2 Pflugk: 
3 lp-ya.<Tiiiw Pflugk : -y•wp-y<wv. 
' A.o-ywv before JL11Iie deleted by Casaubon. 
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existing, such as perhaps the registering of judg-
ments and contracts, and perhaps certain procla-
mations, it is not now the place for us to determine 
how and by whom these needs shall be met with 
the least harm. For we are not at present mapping 
out the form of government that would be best, or 
better than many, but we did set out to discuss 
poverty and to show that its case is not hopeless, 
as the majority think, who hold it as an evil which 
should be avoided, but that it affords many oppor-
tunities of making a living that are neither unseemly 
nor injurious to men who are willing to work with 
their hands. Indeed, it was with that very premise 
that we were led to tell that quite lengthy tale 
at the beginning about life among farmers and 
hunters, and to speak now about city occupations, 
defining those that are befitting and not harmful to 
men who are not to live on the lowest plane,1 and 
those which degrade the men who are employed in 
them. 

Further, if much that I have said is, in general, 
serviceable in moulding public policy and assisting 
in a proper choice, then there is the greater reason 
for pardoning the length of my discourse, because I 
have not dragged it out in idle wandering or talk 
about useless things. For the study of employments 
and trades and, in general, of the life fitting or other-
wise for ordinary people has proved to be, in and of 
itself, worthy of a great deal of very careful research. 
The hearer should therefore not be annoyed at digres-
sions even if they do seem excessively long, if only 
they are not about trivial or unworthy or irrelevant 
things, since the speaker has not abandoned the real 

1 As we say, "have the lowest standard of living." 
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lro<; 1 av 7repl TWV ava'YKalrov /Cat 7rp0U'7JICOVT(A)V 
129 rptXouorpla uxeoov 'YaP Kara rofho 

I 6 \ I ' f. ' J.'ljJ,OVJJ.EVOt 'TOV<; fWV'Y]"ff.'Ta<; OV/C av UJ.'Up'TaVOtjJ,f!V' 
of 'Yf. l-1ret.Mv 'TO 7rpwrov Zxvo<; eKXa/3ovre<; teaKe£vru 

• I £' ' f f I ,1.. 1 4o JJ.Era._ v E7rtrvxroutv ereprp ..,aveproreprp 
' ' , ' " , 1: /tat J.'U"-"'OJ) E"f"fV<;, OVIt (A)/CV'Y}U'aJJ TOV'T'f' roVVa-

1tOXov87}uat, I /tat f.Xovre<; 'TO ep.7r€U'OV ilurepov 
130 e1r' eKe'ivo jJ,ET-ij>..Oov. turo<; ovv ovot etee'ivo 

J.'fiJ.''Tr'TEOV, C5urt<; 7r€pt avopo<; OtKalov teal Otteato-
, , .! • 1:, e , ,, 

U'VV1J<; tu;"fE£V ap,.ajJ,EVO<;, J.'V'YJU ££<; 'lrOI\.E(A)<; 7rapa-
lveiCEV, 7roXXa7rXautov AO"fOV avaXrouev 

7rEpt 7rOXtula<;, Kal ov 7rporepov a7rEKaJJ.fi 7rptv 
1raua<; teal a1ravra "fEV'Y] 7rOXtTEtwv 
Otef-T]XOe, 7rclVU evap"fW<; 'TE Kal jJ,E"faXo7rp€7rW<; ra 
f: Q I \ f I ' t'o I ' \ 131 roVJ.'fJUtVOVTa 7r€pt €KUU'T1JII E'TrtOEiteVV<;' Et teat 

I ' I tl \ "" I """ 7rapa 'TtU'£V a£T£UV EXEt 7rEp£ TOV J.'7JICOV<; 'T(A)JI 

Xo1rov teal T-ij<; otaTpt/37}<; rfj<; 1repl ro 7rapaoet'YJJ.a 
aXX' 3 ovoev 8vra 7rp0<; TO 7rpoteel-

'l. > I \ > t'' ' ,/.. I JJ.EVOV 'TU. Etp1]jJ,f.VU Kat OVO 07r(A)U'TtoVV U'U't'f!U''TEpOV 
0£1 avTa TOV ryeryovoro<;, olmep lv£1C6V 
lE el<; rov Xo1ov ota TavTa, 

apa, OV 7ravra7raU'tV aOlKro<; eVOvveTat. 
132 OVJJ J.''Y}Oe oltee'ia TOO , , e t , .. 

7rpOKE£jJ,EV'f' cpatJI(A)jJ,E a otf.rotOV'TE<;, JJ.a1CpoXO"f£i.JJ 
elKorro<; &v rpatvolJ.'e8a teaB' aura oe ci:Xi\ro<; oiJre 
JJ.-T}ICO<; oiJre /3pax_vr'Y}ra iv Xo"fO£<; e1ratve'iv 

oltcawv. 

1 Casaubon: ..:. •. 
1 Capps: For iw' iK<ivo 

!l<Ti)A8ov Jacobs proposed 1,..1 ,-1> .,.pc;,,.o, 'lxvos ... a.v<AO<Iv. 
a ctli.A' C:.s Casaubon : II.AAO>I. 
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theme of the whole provided he treats of the matters 
that are essential and pertinent to philosophy. 
Probably if we imitated the hunter in this we should 
not go far astray. When he picks up his first trail 
and, following it, all at once comes upon another 
that is clearer and fresher, he does not hesitate to 
follow up this latter and then, after bagging his 
game, goes back to the first trail. Neither should 
we, perhaps, find fault with a man 1 who set out to 
discuss the just man and justice and then, having 
mentioned a city for the sake of illustration, ex-
patiated at much greater length on the constitution 
of a state and did not grow weary until he had 
enumerated all the variations and the kinds of 
such organizations, setting forth very clearly and 
magnificently the features characteristic of each ; 
even though he does find critics here and there who 
take him to task for the length of his discussion and 
the time spent upon" the illustration, forsooth ! " But 
if the criticism be that his remarks on the state have 
no bearing on the matter in hand and that not the 
least light has been thrown on the subject of investi-
gation which led him into the discussion at the start 
-for these reasons, if for any, it is not altogether 
unfair to call him to task. So if we too shall be 
found to be expounding matters that are not perti-
nent or germane to the question before us, then we 
might be found guilty of prolixity. But, strictly 
speaking, it is not fair on other grounds to commend 
or to criticize either length or brevity in a discourse. 

1 The man here referred to is Plato, who in his Republic 
sets out to determine what justice is, and from this is led on 
to describe an ideal state founded on justice. 
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ITepl 'T6iv XOt7rroJI 'Trovlv 71"0:\etn 
Sta7repavat, 'Twv p.tp.vyuKo-

' \ I '" " 1 ' I 'Ta ve /Ca• appYJ'Ta 'Te ICa• 
ap.vYJ p.ovev'Ta. 

133 Ov ryap 7rep£ rye 7ropvo(3ouK6iv ICal 7repl 
Q I f , "' Q 1'\ , I '"'\ \ af.L.,.ttJO"'rov a7raryopev'Teov, a"':>..a 

ICal 7ravv luxvptlT'TfOV 'TE Kal a7roppYJ'TfOV, AE"fOV'Tt 
p.YJoeva 7rpouxpf7u8at ovv 'TI"EVYJ'Ta p.?}'Te 7r'A.ov-
uwv epyau£a 'TOtaVT!J, p.tu8ov ICa£ aiCO-
' , • f " , , , 7rapa 7rauw t!7rOVE£ottT'TOV eK'Ae-

avatppoo£"Tov avepatT'TOOV 1 

epoo'TOOV eve/Ca 2 

alxf.La'A.ro'Ta uoop,a'Ta ryvvatKwv 7ralorov 
ap"fvpooli'YJ'Ta l7r' aluxvvy 7rpoitT'TCLII'TM e7r' olKYJ-
p.a'Trov pv7rapwv, 7rali'Taxov a7rooe-
oetryp.evrov, lv 'TE apxov'Troll Ka£ 

134 'TI"A?]U'LOV apxetrov 'Tf1 Kal lepwv, p,e'TaEv 'Troll OU't(I)-
'Ta'Trov, ovv (3ap(3apt1Ca uoof.LaTa 
vrov 7rpo'Tepov p.ev ov 7ravv, 'Ta vvv atjl8ovro 'T€ 

I ', " ' ' ' > I \ •, /Cat 71"0"'"''!1 vov"'EUf KEXP'TJP.Evrov, E'TI"• 'T'TJV 'TOtaV'T'TJV 
XoofJTJV Kat avaryK'T}V i71"7I"Otpop(3wv /Ca£ 
ovotpop{Jrov 71'0:\V ICaKtov Ka£ aKa8ap'TO'Tepov 

ov Uxa 
r f ' " t t:) I ' > > EKOV'Ta eKovuw ovoev atuxvvo-

a'A.Xa Ka£ ltKov-
lT£V Ka£ e7r' 
a'TeA.ei: Kal adp7rrp lTVP,'TI"XoKfJ urop.a'T(I)JI cpOopav 
"' ' , , ' , 3 , 4 , p.a"'"'ov "' ryeveutv a'Tl'O'Te"'ovuv, oviC atuxvvo-

1 5 f '"'' > e I 8 " >I A I 3 ovveva av pro7rrov "1 erov, OV'T€ .u.ta rye-

1 A11•p&.1TT"'" Emperius: Avep&.IT.,.ov .,.;;,,, 
8 truva:r"''Yo6s Pfiugk : ITVVa."fa.'YoiifTa&. 
8 A'R"O'TfAOPITV Reiske: a ... o.,.Ei\QQJI'T01Jio 
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Now we must confidently go on and finish our 
discussion of the other activities of city life, men-
tioning some of them and leaving others unmentioned 
and unrecorded. 

In dealing with brothel-keepers and their trade 
we must certainly betray no weakness as though 
something were to be said on both sides, but must 
sternly forbid them and insist that no one, be he 
poor or be he rich, shall pursue such a business, thus 
levying a fee, which all the world condemns as 
shameful, upon brutality and lust. Such men bring 
individuals together in union without love and inter-
course without affection, and all for the sake of filthy 
lucre. They must not take hapless women or children, 
captured in war or else purchased with money, and 
expose them for shameful ends in dirty booths which 
are flaunted before the eyes in every part of the 
city, at the doors of the houses of magistrates and 
in market-places, near government buildings and 
temples, in the midst of all that is holiest. Neither 
barbarian women, I say, nor Greeks-of whom the 
latter were in former times almost free but now 
live in bondage utter and complete-shall they put 
in such shameful constraint, doing a much more 
evil and unclean business than breeders of horses 
and of asses carry on, not mating beasts with beasts 
where both are willing and feel no shame, but mating 
human beings that do feel shame and revulsion, with 
lecherous and dissolute men in an ineffectual and 
fruitless physical union that breeds destruction rather 
than life. Yes, and they respect no man nor god-

' o{JK Emperius: 
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10'· ""H 1' "M' VE "'toV OV'TE pav ryap!r]"'tOV OV'TE Otpar; 'TEXeu-
.1.' "\ , "A " I ' I .,opovr; 'YJ MX£av PTEfUV 'YJ fl-'YJ'TEpa Peav, ovoe 
Tar; 7T' poeu'T(lJa-ar; lw() pw7r£vTJr; ryevea-ewr; ElXeeevtar; 
ovo€ 'A<fopoU'T'TJV E'TT'WVVfJ-OV 'Tf}r; /Ca'Ta <fova-tv 7rpor; 

136 TO {}f]i\.v Tov ltppevor; uvvooov Te !Cat op.tX(ar;· 
' I \ f !) !)\ () O'YJ E7T't'TpE7rew Ta TotavTa !CepoTJ p.'YJoE vop.o eTe'iv 

f1-1l'TE ltpxov'Ta fl-TJ'Tf!. Vop.o{)e'T'YJV fl-TJ'T' EV Tat<; lt!Cpwr; 
\ J \ ' I I"\. 1 J J 'TT'por; apE'T'YJV OtiC'YJ(TOP,EVat<; 'TT'O"'f!.(Ttv fl-l]'T EV Tat<; 

oevTepatr; Tp£Tatr; TeTripTatr; o'TT'otatuovv 1 
137 ,, , ' , .... '9 ' .... , ' 

eav E'TT' O.V'TlcJV 'T£Vt TJ 'Ta 'TOtavTa ICwXvetv. eav 
t'' >I A \ "() \ I ' I o apa 'TT'a ata e 1J Kat voa-'YJp.aTa Ea-!Ctpwp.eva 

' X 'a ' ' '() , xpovrp 'TT'apa atJT/• fl-'YJ'TO£ rye 'TT'aV'T€1\-lcJ<; EaV a epa-
'TT'EV'Ta /Cat aiCoXaa-Ta, aXXa (TICO'TT'OVV'Ta 'TO Ovva'TOV 
' ' ''X 2 ' ' ,,_ ' , ap.yrye'TT'TJ a-Te"' etv /Cat "o"'a.,ew· wr; OV'TT'O'Te 4>tXe'i 

Ta p.oxe,pa p.evetv E'TT't 'TOt<; aV'TOt<;, aXX' ael 
, \ I ' \ \ ' I \ ICtvetTat /Cat 7rpoetutv E'TT't TO aueXryeuTepov, fJ-'YJoevor; 

avaryKa£ov p.e'TpOV TvryxavOV'TO.. 
138 'TT'otei:uOal nva e7rtp.eXeeav, 'TT'avv n , . e, , , , , 

7rpifwr; fl-TJOE pq, VfJ-lcJ<; 'l'epOV'Ta<; 'Tl]V et<; 'Ta a'Ttp.a ' , "a • I , • /Cat oov a uwp.aTa vtJptv, ov 'TO.V'TTJ p.ovov '!1 
\ ' () I I d " " ICOtVTJ TO av pw7rtvov ryevor; a'TT'av evnp.ov Kat 

f I f \ "" "'1 e , \ op.oTtp.ov V'TT'o 'TOV .,vuavTor; eov TavTa a-T}p.ei:a 
/Cat gxov 'TOV 'Ttp.fiuOat Otl€atwr;, ICQ,t 
.... , ' , I ' , "'oryov /Cat ep.'TT'etptav /Ca wv Te Kat ata-xpwv, 

I ''' \ ' - ' () I " \ "fE'YOVEV, a"'"'a /Ca/CetVO EV VfJ-OVfJ-EVOV<;, O'Tt xai\.E7T'OV 
<f Q ,J. I > 'f:: I " :1_ < _ 1!. VtJpet Tpe'l'op.evy ot esovutav opov Ttva evpetv, ov 

' " " ' I !) :1. ,,,'Q < Q I OVIC aV t:'T£ 'TO"-fJ-'YJUat ota 't'OtJOV V'TT'EptJatvetv• ., '' ' \ ' ., , \ a"'"' a'TT'o TT]<; ev Totr; e"'a'T'TOUt oo/Cova-t Kat l<foc!£-
1 dro1aurovv Emperius: d ... olau &v. 
2 Cobet suggests (f'u(f'T{AA••v, perhaps rightly. 

1 She was present at the birth of Leto. 
2 Daughters of Hera. See Homer, It. ll, 271. 
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not Zeus, the god of family life, not Hera, the goddess 
of marriage, not the Fates, who bring fulfilment, 
not Artemis, protectress of the child-bed, not mother 
Rhea,l not the Eileithyiae,2 who preside over human 
birth, not Aphrodite, whose name stands for the 
normal intercourse and union of the male and female. 
No, we must proclaim that neither magistrate nor 
lawgiver shall allow such merchandizing or legalize 
it, whether our cities are to house a people of the 
highest virtue or to fall into a second, third, fourth, 
or any other class, so long as it is in the power of 
any one of them to prevent such things. But if 
old customs and diseases that have become en-
trenched in the course of time fall to the care of 
our ruler, he shall by no means leave them without 
attention and correction, but, with an eye to what 
is practicable, he shall curb and correct them in 
some way or other. For evils are never wont to 
remain as they are; they are ever active and ad-
vancing to greater wantonness if they meet no 
compelling check. 

It is our duty, therefore, to give some heed to 
this and under no condition to bear this mistreatment 
of outcast and enslaved creatures with calmness and 
indifference, not only because all humanity has been 
held in honour and in equal honour by God, who 
begat it, having the same marks and tokens to 
show that it deserves honour, to wit, reason and the 
knowledge of evil and good, but also because of the 
following consideration, which we must always 
remember : that for flagrant wrong fostered by 
licence it is difficult to set a limit that it will no 
longer, through fear of the consequences, dare to 
transgress. Indeed, beginning with practices and 
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habits that seem trivial and allowable, it acquires a 
strength and force that are uncontrollable, and no 
longer stops at anything. 

Now at this point we must assuredly remember 
that this adultery committed with outcasts, so evident 
in our midst and becoming so brazen and unchecked, 
is to a very great extent paving the way to hidden 
and secret assaults upon the chastity of women and 
boys of good family, such crimes being only too 
boldly committed when modesty is openly trampled 
upon, and that it was not invented, as some think, 
to afford security and abstinence from those crimes. 

Perhaps now someone may say, rather rudely, 
something like this: " 0 you wise rulers and law-
givers, who tolerated such practices in the beginning 
and imagined you had actually discovered some 
wondrous elixir to produce chastity in our cities, 
your motive being to keep these open and un-
barred brothels from contaminating your barred 
homes and inner chambers, and keep men who 
practise their excesses abroad and openly at little 
cost from turning to your free-born and respected 
wives with their many bribes and gifts ! " For 
men do grow weary of what is excessively cheap 
and freely permitted, but pursue in fear and 
at great expense what is forbidden simply be-
cause it is forbidden. I think you will see this 
more clearly if you just consider. For where men 
condone even the matter of adultery in a somewhat 
magnificent fashion and the practice of it finds great 
and most charitable consideration, where husbands 
in their simplicity do not notice most things and do 

2 <Is Reiske: ds Te. 
8 <up7JIC6TES Jacobs: 
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'Ttt Oe 'T£Va ovx_ op.o"X.O"fOVV'TWV eloevat, oe 
Kat Ka£ p.otXOV'\ Ka"X.ov-

' , ' \ , "" ' , A.."'\. """ f-£€VOV'\ avexOJJ-€VO'JV, Kat aV'TO'JV €V£0'T€ 't'ti\.O't'pOVOV-
f-£EVO'JV t.:at 7rapaKa"X.oVV'TWV f.v 'Tat'\ eop'Tat'\ Kat 
Buuiat'\ f'Trt 'Ttt'\ eunaU€£'\, W'\ &v oXp.at 'TOV'\ 

142 olKEto'Ta'TOU'\, f7rt OE 'TOt'\ ucpoopa !Cat 
cpavepo'i'> p.eTpia" Ttt'> 1rowvp.evwv• 7rap' 
ok cpryp.£, 'TaVB' oiJ'Tw'> f.7rtetKW'\ f.'a"{eTat Ttt 
7rept Ttt'\ "{Vva'iKa'\, ovoe 7r€pt TWV 7rapBevwv fKe'i 

BappfJuat TYJ'\ 1 ovo€ TOV up.evatov 
W'\ at...Y)BW'\ Kat OtKaLW'\ f.v 'TO'i'\ 7rap8e-

143 V£KOt'\ 'Tr£UT€VUaL 'TrOT€. 1j OVIC 2 ava'YKYJ 
7ro"X.A.a f0£KOTa gup.(3aivetv avToBt TOt'\ 
p.veot'\, oixa "{€ TYJ'\ TWV 7raT€pwv OP"fYJ'> Kat 7ro"X.v-
7rpa"{f-£0UVV1]'\, p.at...a 3 7roXA.wv p.tp.oup.evwv TOV'\ 
A.e"{Of-£EVOU'\ TWV Bewv ifpwTa'\ xpuuov 'Te 7rOA.A.ov 
OtappeoV'TO'\ Ota TWV opocpwv Kat 7raVV 
/he OV xaA.ICWV 4. IJvTWV ovo€ A.tB£vwv TWV ol!CY)-

144 p.a'TWV, Kat A£a ap"fVpov UTa,OVTO'\ ov !CaT' 
oA.i•yov ovo' el" TOV'\ TWV 7rapB€vwv KO"X.7rOU<, 
f-'OVOV, aA,A,' et'\ Te f-''TJTEpWV Kat TpocpwV Kat 
7ratoa'Ywrywv, Kat ({A,A.wv 1ro"X.>.wv Kat Ka"X.wv 
owpwv TWV p.ev KpJcpa elutOVTO'JV Ota TWV UT€"{WV, 
:fun o' WV cpavepw'\ KaT' avTa'\ 7rOV Ttt'\ te"X.tuLa'\ ; 

145 'TL o' ; f.v 'TrO'Tap.Ot'\ !Cat e7r£ "P'TJVWV OVIC elteo'\ 
IJp.ota 7ro"X.A.a 'YeveuBat 'To'i<; 7rpon;pov "X.e"fop.evot'\ 
inro 'TWV 7rot7JTwv; £uw<; 'Ye ov 07Jp.outa 5 

"{t"{VOf-£€l!'a ovo' f.v Tfjl cf>avepfjl, !Ca'T' olteia'\ o€ 
1 H:opelas J acobs: xop•ia.s, 
2 ofJH: Pflugk: oilv. 
" f.'di\a Emperius: 
• xai\H:WV Dindorf: xai\H:owv, 
6 a"'p.&lTta Arnim : a"'f.'OlTL'f• 
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not admit knowledge of some things but suffer the 
adulterers to be called guests and friends and kins-
men, at times even entertaining these themselves 
and inviting them to their tables at festivals and 
sacrifices as, I imagine, they might invite their bosom 
friends, and display but moderate anger at actions 
that are most glaring and open-where, I say, these 
intrigues of the married women are carried on with 
such an air of respectability, in that community it 
will not be easy to feel quite sure of the maiden-
hood of the unmarried girls or ever to be confident 
that the words of the wedding song sung at the 
marriage of the girls are truthful and honest. Is it 
not inevitable that in these cities many things occur 
which are like the old legends ?-omitting, of course, 
the angry and meddlesome fathers 1-that a great 
many persons copy the storied amours of the gods 
and gold pours in showers through the roofs 2 (and 
with little difficulty, since the chambers are not of 
brass or stone), and yes, by heavens, that silver 
trickles in no small stream nor into the laps of 
the maidens alone, but into those of mothers also 
and nurses and tutors-to say nothing of many other 
handsome gifts which sometimes enter stealthily 
through the roof and sometimes openly no doubt 
at the very bedside! Is it not likely, too, that much 
occurs in rivers and beside springs which is like 
those happenings of ancient times that the poets 
describe ? Only perhaps they do not occur in the 
open publicly, but in homes of truly great felicity, 

1 The regular characters in the old tales; cf. the New 
Comedy. 

2 A very similar passage, in comic vein, occurs in Men-
ander's Samia 387 f., where Demeas tries to persuade 
Niceratus that Zeus is the father of his bastard grandson. 
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OVTOJ<; 1 euoatf.'OVa<;, K1]7TOJV Te /Cat 7TpaauTelrov 
7TOA.vTeA.e'i<; J7Tav"A.et<;, lv TlUl VVf.'c/JWUl KaT€UIC€V-
aUf.'EVOl<; /Cat Oavf.'aUTa'ir; liA.ueuw, lhe ov 7Tep( 2 

7T€VtXp?i,<; OVOf j3aut"A.EOJV ota<; VOpocpope£v 
\ I J'. \ ',, \ .._ \ 

TE /Cat 7Tapa TOt<; 7TOTaf.'Ot<;, 't' vxpa 1\.0VTpa 
A.aVOf.'EVa<; /Cat Jv alrytaA.o'i<; 3 lwa7Te7TTaf.'EVOt<;, aA.A.(i, 
f.'a!Capla<; Kat f.'a!Caplrov ryov€rov, Jv f3autA.uca'ir; 
/CaTa"fOJrya'i<; rota 7TavTa TaVTa Jxovuat<; 7TaA.v 
KpeiTTova /Cat l-'eryaA.o7TpE7TEUTepa Trov Katvrov. 

146 'AA.A.' turo<; "f€ ouo€v rjTTOV lf.'e"A.A.ov Jv €Ke£vy 
TV 1roA.et 1ra'ioar; 7Tpa<TOa/Cav €uol-'€vovr;, olov 
"Ow')pO<; erprt1C€V EiJoropov, vlov 'Epf.'OV /Cat 

VtroKoptSOJLevoc; aVTOv olJ.Lat /CaTCt 
Thv "fEV€UlV, 

7Tap8€vto<;, TOV lTtiCT€ xopfP ICaA.h IToA.vowpn. 

147 uxeoov o€ /Cat 7Tapa AaiCEOatf.'OVlat<; lTvxov TlV€<; 
/ ,., ') I "' tf I 

TaUTrt<; Trt<; €7TOJVUf.'La<; TOJV OVTOJ<; "fEVOf.'EVOJV, 
ITap&evlat ICA.rt8€vT€<; uuxvo£· &uT', el 1-'h Ote-
cp&elpoVTO a[ 7TA.e£ov<; Trov €v Ta'ir; oihror; Tpvcpwuat<; 
7TOA.eut "fl"fVOf.'EVOJV, liTe ouOaf.'OO<; alf.'a£ Oalf.'OV[ou 
TV"fXUVOVTe<; f.7Ttf.'e"A.e[a<;, ouo€v f.ICwA.ve 7TUVTa 

148f.'€UT{j, etvat, VUV Of o[ f.'fV a7To"A.A.VVTat 
'"' t1 "' \ ,#,,., 4 I ,.1.. ' 7TapaXPYJI-'a' ouot o av Kat Tpa't'rout, !Cpv't'a ev 

OovA.ov UXrJf.'aTt f.'EVOUUlV lixpt che ouo€v 
aUTOV<; ouvaf.'EVOJV TWV U7T€tpaVTOJV 7TpaurocpeA.e'iv. 

Elev 7Tap' ol<; /Cat. Ta 7T€pl. Ttl<; !Copa<; 

1 Gael: ofiTws. 2 1repl added by Reiske. 
a a.l')'ta.;l.ols Pflugk: ll.;>,.eow. 
4 Tpa.cpiiun Schwartz: rpa.vwcn. 

1 Iliad 16. 180, but the last word in Homer's verse is 
not IIo>.v8wP1J, which occurs in verse 175. 
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at costly lodges in parks and city suburbs, in 
luxurious artificial bowers and in splendid groves; 
for it is not a question of poor daughters of penniless 
kings, the kind that carry water and play on beaches 
beside the rivers, bathing in cool water, or on wide-
spreading beaches of the sea ; no, they are the 
wealthy daughters of wealthy parents in princely 
establishments that possess all these things in 
private far surpassing anything in public splendour 
and magnificence. 

But perhaps they would nevertheless be expecting 
children to be born in that city, children of the 
kind that Homer refers to when he mentions 
Eudorus, son of Hermes and Polydora, and makes 
use of an euphemism, as I see it, in referring to 
his birth: 

"Virgin's son whom bore Polydora, fair in the 
chorus." 1 

1 suspect that at Sparta as well some boys of a 
similar paternity received this appellation, since quite 
a number are called Parthenians.2 Consequently, if 
the majority born in such immoral cities did not 
perish through utter lack, I imagine, of divine pro-
tection, then nothing would save the world from 
being overrun by demigods. But as it is, some die 
at birth, while those that do survive live on to old 
age in obscurity in the status of slaves, since those 
who gave them being can give them no further 
support. 

Now then, in a city where the girls' condition 

1 i.e., sons of parthenoi or virgins. The term was applied 
to the youths born at Sparta during the Messenian War. 
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1 exv. Tl XPn 7rpOUOOidiv 
149 7ratoe£M /Cat Tvryxavetv ; 

eu8' &v a7rouxoLTO TOOV 
' A..() , ' ,.., , • ' ICat 't' TO rye aiCo"'auTov TOVTOV tiCavov 

/Cat uacf>ry 'TT'OL'YJUUP,evov lJpov TOV aXX' 
oviC &v ep,7rtp,7rXaJ-tevov 7ravTa Tpo7rov 7rept 
ryvvatiCa<; a1Cpau£a<; CJ£a1Cop'fs ryevop,eVOV 

/Cat 7rapavop,r.JT€pav 
150 fJ{Jptv; ni rye ryvvatiCOOV, avToov uxeoov n 2 

TOOV €Xev()€prov ICat ecf>av'Y} Mota ICat 
BrJpoovn p,eTa '71"AOVTOV Ti,v TOtavoe 

ouoe E'TT't '71"UVV ICat uep,vwv 
TfjJ lJvn "fVVatiCM /Cat b_v fy 3 

uvv TV TOV fl-'Y}xavfl, xpvuov p,eTa 
151 OV a7rOTV"fXavy. aXX' avTa '71"0V 

,.a, Xoma ofjXa 7rapa rytryvop,eva· lJ rye 
Toov TotovTrov brt()vp,toov, lJTav ft'YJDEv 

evp[UICTJ U7raVtOV fl-'YJDE aVTt'T€tVOV ev EICelvrp TfjJ 
TOV pq,Olov ICat 

' ' t:' 'AA.. <;:' • " T'YJV EV "fVVatr;;tV 't'pOotTrJV, €TO£f1-0V O'YJ 

Ttva ICat TfjJ lJvn ()fjXvv E7rt Ti,v avopro-
fJ I ' )/ f: , , ,"\. -Vt'Ttv p,eTa 7JUeTat, avniCa J-tai\,U 

real. Kat e7rt()vp,oov 
1521CaTatuxvvetv, ev8aoe 'TT'OV TO xaXe7rOV /Cat 

0VU7roptUTOV TOOV 
llryav "al. olvocf>Xv't Tav,-o 

p,eTa 7roXXi,v a1CpaTo7rou£av 
\ ' '() ,.., " ' \ '1: ' <;: ICat U'VVEX'YJ OVIC € 7rtetV avxJ-tOV 

ft'YJXaVOOVTat Ota Te iopwTroV /Cat UtTlrov aXp,vpwv 
\ ' A.. /Cat optp,erov 7rpou't'opa<;. 

1 For oiiTt»f c\1rAciif Emperius conj. ol!Tt» rro:Irpciis, perhaps 
rightly. 

2 .. , Reiske: 'Te. 8 ty Reiske: f, or el. 
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is as bad as we have described, what are we to 
expect the boys to be ? What education and 
training should we expect them to receive? Is 
there any possibility that this lecherous class 
would refrain from dishonouring and corrupting 
the males, making their clear and sufficient limit 
that set by nature ? Or will it not, while it satis-
fies its lust for women in every conceivable way, 
find itself grown weary of this pleasure, and then 
seek some other worse and more lawless form of 
wantonness? Yes, the seduction of women-es-
pecially, one might almost say, of the freeborn and 
virgins-has been found easy and no task for a man 
who pursues that kind of game with money; and 
even against the highly respected wives and 
daughters of men really respected, the libertine 
who attacks with the device of Zeus and brings 
gold in his hands will never fail. But the further 
developments, I presume, are perfectly evident, 
since we see so many illustrations. The man 
whose appetite is insatiate in such things, when he 
finds there is no scarcity, no resistance, in this 
field, will have contempt for the easy conquest and 
scorn for a woman's love, as a thing too readily 
given-in fact, too utterly feminine- and will 
turn his assault against the male quarters, eager to 
befoul the youth who will very soon be magis-
trates and judges and generals, believing that in 
them he will find a kind of pleasure difficult and 
hard to procure. His state is like that of men who 
are addicted to drinking and wine-bibbing, who after 
long and steady drinking of unmixed wine, often 
lose their taste for it and create an artificial thirst 
by the stimulus of sweatings, salted foods, and 
condiments. 
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THE EIGHTH DISCOURSE, ON 
VIRTUE 

The subject of the eighth Discourse is" The Real Athlete," 
and the speech was evidently delivered during Dio's period 
of exile. The reference to Diogenes' exile at the beginning 
is no accident. When the latter was represented as telling 
how he endured hunger, thirst, and poverty, and narrating 
the labours of Heracles, Dio's audience naturally thought of 
the speaker himself; and when Eurystheus, who tyrannized 
over Heracles, was mentioned, they thought of Domitian, 
who banished Dio. 



8. H IIEPI 

o !tvW'TT"EV<:; f/C'TT"Erri'.w f/C Tij<:; 7raTp£Do<:;, 
ovoevo<:; TWV 'TT"cLVU cpav"Awv 'ABrjva'e 
dcp£KeTo, /Cat /CaTaAap./3avet rruxvou<:; ET£ TWV 
'2:.wKpaTovr; €Ta£pwv- Kat ryap ITA.aTwva Kal 
'Ap£rrT£7r7rOV Kat Alrrxlv'l}v Kat Kat 
Tov EvKA-doryv· Eevocpwv 8€ ifcpeurye 8ta 
TllV p.eTa Kvpou rrTpaTeiav. TWV p.ev ovv aXA.wv 
Taxv KaTecppov1Jrrev, 8€ €xpi]To, auK 
auTOV oiJTW<:; f'TT"atvWV CV<:; TOV<:; "Aoryovr; oDr; EA€"f€V, 
i}ryovp.evor; p.ovou<; elvat dA-ryBeZr; Kal p.aA.trrTa 

2 8uvap.€vour; CivBpwrrov wcpeA.f}uat. f7ret avTov rye 
Tov 'AvnuBevYJv 7rapa(3aA.A.wv 7rpor; Tour; "Aoryour; 
€v£oTe wr; 7roA.v p.aAaKwTepov, Kat ifcpYJ 
avTov elvat rraA.7rtryrya Aot8opwv· avTou rydp 
OV/C a/COVElV cpBeryryop.evov Kat 0 'Av-
TtuB€vryr; avTOV TaUTa a/COVWV' 'TT'avu 

3 ryap €Bavp.a'e Tau dvB prlmou cpt1utv. €A.eryev 
OVV ap.uVOJ.L€VO<:; az1Tl Tij<:; uaAmryryo<:; TOt<:; 
avTOV OJ.LOlOV eivat• Kat ryap TWV UcprJ!CWV elvat 
Tov p.€v lfrocpov Twv 'TT"Tepwv f.LtKpov, To 8€ KevTpov 
8ptP.,VTaTOV. exatpev ovv Tfj 7rappYJ(Jiq. TOU 
ryevov<:;, wu7rep oi L'TT''TT"tKo[, oTav Zrr7rov Buf.LOEtOi} 
A.a/3wutv, lL"AA.wr; 8€ dv8peZov Kat cptA-o7rovov. 

1 Important town of Pontus on the southern shore of thl' 
Euxine or Black Sea. 
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WnEN Diogenes was exiled from his native Sinope,l 
he came to Athens, looking like the veriest beggar; 
and there he found a goodly number still of Socrates' 
companions: to wit, Plato, Aristippus,2 Aeschines,a 
Antisthenes,4 and Eucleides 5 of Megara; but Xeno-
phon was in exile on account of his campaign with 
Cyrus. Now it was not long before he despised them 
all save Antisthenes, whom he cultivated, not so 
much from approval of the man himself as of the 
words he spoke, which he felt to be alone true 
and best adapted to help mankind. For when he 
contrasted the man Antisthenes with his words, he 
sometimes made this criticism, that the man himself 
was much weaker ; and so in reproach he would call 
him a trumpet because he could not hear his own self, 
no matter how much noise he made. Antisthenes 
tolerated this banter of his since he greatly admired 
the man's character; and so, in requital for being 
called a trumpet, he used to say that Diogenes was 
like the wasps, the buzz of whose wings is slight but 
the sting very sharp. Therefore he took delight in 
the outspokenness of Diogenes, just as horsemen, 
when they get a horse that is high-strung and yet 

z Founder of the Cyrenaic or Hedonistic school of philo· 
sophy. 

3 Not the orator but the philosopher, a disciple of Socrates. 
' Founder of the Cynic school of philosophy. 
:; Historian and disciple of Socrates. 
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> > \ "\ - \ " " OVOEV 'tJTTOV a7TOOE'X,OVTat TO TOV t7T7TOV' 
TOV<; oe vwepov<; Kal f3paoe'i<; p.urovrn Kal a7T0-

4 OOKtp.a,OVULV. evioTE p.ev ovv avTov, 
J I t'' t " ' I t1 f (.\ 1 

EVLOTE OE E7TEtpaTO aV£EVat, (J)U7TEp 0£ 'YOpOOUTpo-
,1... \ ""' , ' ,, " 't'Ot Ta VEvpa TEWOVU£, 7TpOUE')(,OVTE<; IJ-'T] pa'YTJ• 

'E7TEl oe 0 ru<; 1 TWV 
>1"\ "\ f " I >If: IQ a"'"'wv ovoEva 'YJ'YE£TO uvvovuta<; ar;;tov, 

el<; Kopweov, KaKEt otfl'YEv oih-E olKlav p.tuewua-
oiJTE 7Tapa Eevrp nvl aA.A.' 

5 €v TCp Kpavelrp ()vpavA.wv. eropa ryap lht '1TAEt-

UTOt C1v()pw?To£ eKe'i uuvtaut ota TOV<; 
real Ta<; eT at real i5n fJ //Ju7TEp ev 
Tptoorp 'EA.A.aoo<; OE'iv 2 ovv TOV 
cf>povtp.ov &vopa, IJJu7TEp TOV a'Yaeov laTpov, i5?TOV 
'1TAE'iUTO£ Ka!J-VOVU'tV, ercel:ue Uvat f3o'Y]()ryuovTa, 

rf " .... ' ' , "" ' .... ,, OVTW<; 07TOV '1T"'E£U'TOL E£U'£V a't'pOVE<;, EKE£ p.a"'£UTa 
E7T£01]p.E'iv 3 Kat KOAa,OVTa &votav 

' .. aUT(J)V, 
6 'E7TEl oe 0 TWV 'Iu()p.lwv x,povo<; tcal 

.)jua.v Ev 'Iu8JLfi>, /Ca.T€{j'YJ !Cal a.VTOr;. 
elw()E£ ryap E7T£UK07TE'iv ev 7TaV'Y}'YVPEU£ Ta<; 
U'lTOVOa<; TWV avepro7T(J)V Kal Ta<; real 

• <f > " \ > \ I I ,I. WV EVEtca a'ITOO'T]fl.OVU£ Kat E7TL TLU£ IJ-E'Ya 't'po-
7 vovut. oe Kal avTOV TCp fJovA.oplvrp 

, ' ' ,, () '"'- " , \ ,,. EVTV'YXaVE£V Kat E"'E'YE OTt f" fl.EV E't''IJ 

1 eh Weil: ""'l, 1 3elv Aldine edition: llei, 
a i7r&II'I/J.'Eiv Reiske : A7ro3wJ.Eiv, 

1 Suburb and aristocratic quarter of Corinth with cypress 
grove and gymnasium. In it near the city gate Diogenes' 
tomb was shown even in the time of Pa.nsanias. 

I Litera.lly, "female companions." The name was applied 
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courageous and willing to work, do not object to 
the difficult temper of the animal, but dislike and 
have no use for the lazy and slow. Sometimes, 
therefore, he used to key Diogenes up, while at 
other times he tried to relax his tension, just as 
those who twist strings for musical instruments 
stretch the strings, taking care, however, not to 
break them. 

After Antisthenes' death he moved to Corinth, 
since he considered none of the others worth asso-
ciating with, and there he lived without renting a 
house or staying with a friend, but camping out in the 
Craneion,l For he observed that large numbers 
gathered at Corinth on account of the harbours and 
the hetaerae,2 and because the city was situated as it 
were at the cross-roads of Greece. Accordingly,just 
as the good physician should go and offer his ser-
vices where the sick are most numerous, so, said he, 
the man of wisdom should take up his abode where 
fools are thickest in order to convict them of their 
folly and reprove them. 

So, when the time for the Isthmian games arrived, 
and everybody was at the Isthmus, he went down 
also. For it was his custom at the great assemblies 3 

to make a study of the pursuits and ambitions of 
men, of their reasons for being abroad, and of the 
things on which they prided themselves. He gave 
his time also to any who wished to interview him, 
remarking that he was surprised by the fact that 

to a. wide class of women, ranging from those whose marriages 
lacked legal sanction all the way to the lowest harlots. 

8 The panegyris, here translated "grea.t assembly," was a. 
meeting of the people of Greece or of some particular state 
for the purpose of communal worship. The Isthmian sanctuary 
was about six miles east of Corinth, 
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OOOVTa<; laO"Bat, 7ravn;<; av a!JTfj> 7rpoO"fJO"aV at 
OEOJ.l-EVOt oDovm Kat vh ll[a el 
' ' 'rk(} .... ' (} ' ' ' V7rEO"X€TO O't' a/\,fl-OV<; epa7r€V€£V, 7raVT€<; av 0£ 

ocpBaAJ.l-tWVTE<; a{;TOV<; E7r€O€tKvvov· OJ.l-OtW<; 0€, el 
0"7rA'I'JVO'> /j 7rODa"fpa<; /j Kopvs1J'> el0€vat cpapfl-aKov· 
' ' S' ''cp I \ I ' ,., 

S :at'Y} T:;t<; 

avTfj> 7rpoO"e'ixev EKEA€VEV laO"Bat alnov, 
el 7rOAV 7rpoO"A.rj'freO"Bat ap"fvpwv eJ.l-eA.A.ev, 

&., {mo TOVTwv /j {;7r' EKe[vwv 1 €voxA-ov-
f1-Evo<; ry xaA-mwTepov avBpc:mrp 0"7rA1JVO<; av€-
xeO"Bat olDoVVTO<; Kat 2 OtecpBapfl-EVOV OOOVTO<; "' 
tvxiJ<> acppovo<; Kat UJ.l-aBov<; Ka£ 0€LAi}<; Kat 
&paO"eia<; Ka£ cptA'T)OOVOV Kat aveA.evBepov Kat 
op"f[A'T)<; Kat AV7r'T)pa<; Kat 7ravovp"fOV Kat 7ravTa 
Tpo7rov DtecpBappiVYJS· 

9 Ka£ oh Kat T(JTE 7r€pt TOV V€dJV TOV 
IIoo-etOWVO<; aKOVEtV 7rOAAWV O"OcptO"TWV Ka-
K00atf1-0VWV (3owvTWV Ka£ AOtOopoVf-LEVWV aA-A.rj-
AOt<;, Kat TWV A€"fOJ.l-EVWV J.l-aB'Y}TWV a"A"Aov aAAW 

' ........ '1-' '""' , • !1-aXOfl-EVwV, O€ O"V"frypa't'EWV ava'YV'f-
VWO"KOVTWV ava[O"(}'Y}Ta O"V"f"fpafl-fl-aTa, 7rOAAWV 
7rot1JTWV 7rotr/J.1-aTa tf,SovTwv, Ka£ TOVTovc; E7rat-
vovVTwv ETEpwv, 7rOAAWV BavJ.l-aT07rOLWV Bav-
11-aTa E7rtDEtKVVVTwv, 7roA"Awv TEpaTOO"K07rWV 
TEpaTa KptvoVTwv, J.l-Vplwv fYYJTOpwv o[Kac; 
O"Tp€cp0VTWV, OUK o"A["fwV o€ Ka7rrj"Awv 0taKa7r'T)-

10 AEVOVTWV iht TVXOtev eKaO"TO<;. eUBv<; ovv Kat 
avTfj> TtV€<; 7rpoO"i]"ABov, TWV J.l-fV KopwB£wv 
ouoe[c;· ryap rj)ovTo OUDEV wcp€A'T)BrjO"€O"Bat, 

1 {nr' Casaubon: tl<eivo>. 2 Kal Geel: 
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had he claimed to be a physician for the teeth, 
everybody would flock to him who needed to have 
a tooth pulled; yes, and by heavens, had he pro-
fessed to treat the eyes, all who were suffering from 
sore eyes would present themselves, and similarly, 
if he had claimed to know of a medicine for diseases 
of the spleen or for gout or for running of the 
nose; but when he declared that all who should 
follow his treatment would be relieved of folly, 
wickedness, and intemperance, not a man would 
listen to him or seek to be cured by him, no 
matter how much richer he might become thereby, 
as though he were less inconvenienced by these 
spiritual complaints than by the other kind, or as 
though it were worse for a man to suffer from an 
enlarged spleen or a decayed tooth than from a soul 
that is foolish, ignorant, cowardly, rash, pleasure-
loving, illiberal, irascible, unkind, and wicked, in 
fact utterly corrupt. 

That was the time, too, when one could hear 
crowds of wretched sophists around Poseidon's temple 
shouting and reviling one another, and their disciples, 
as they were called, fighting with one another, many 
writers reading aloud their stupid works, many poets 
reciting their poems while others applauded them, 
many jugglers showing their tricks, many fortune-
tellers interpreting fortunes, lawyers innumerable 
perverting judgment, and peddlers not a few peddling 
whatever they happened to have. Naturally a crowd 
straightway gathered about him too; no Corinthians, 
however, for they did not think it would be at all 
worth their while, since they were accustomed to see 
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lJn Ka8' €wpwv al.rrov €v Kop£v8rp· Twv 
OE o£ 7rp01TLOVT€<;, Kat TO!lTWV gKa<TTO<; 
/3paxu TL el7rdJV fJ UKOU<Ta<; a7rr}et, cpof3ouf1-€VO<; 

11 TOV e)\eryxov. Ota TOVTO €cp7] 0 D.toyEV7J<; 
7rpo<TeotK€vat To£> Kv<T£ To£, AaKw<Tt' Kat ryap 
TOVTov<;, lhav <TTW<Ttv d, Ta<; 7ravryyupet<;, 7roA-
'Aov<; tJ-EV elvat TOV<; Kat 7rpO<T7ra{-
l;ovm<;, ft?)OEVa o€ &vet<TBat pq,DLw<; Ota TO 
€7rl<TTa<T8a£ XPf'wBat. 

IIvBOtJ-EVOV o€ TlVO<; el Kat auTo<; .f]KO£ TOV 
arywva Bea<JOfl-€VO<;, OVK, ecp7], a)\)\' arywvtoUf.t€1!0<;. 
Kat a, Erye'Aa<TE T€ Kat 1jpeTo athov T£var; exo£ 

12 TOU<; UVTU"fWVLITT(fs. 0 o€ &a7rep eiwBet inro-
f3A,€yar;, Tov<; xa"AmwTcLTOV<;, et'Tfe, Kat UtJ-U-
xwnhov<;, ot<; ovoel.r; OVL'aTat al•Tt/3)\eyat TWV 

ov tJ-EVTO£ OtaTpexovTa<; 7rah.aiovTa<; 
0£a7r7JOWVTa<; OVOE 7rVKT€VOVTa<; Kat aKOVTL-

l;ovTa<; Kat OLITK€UOVTa<;, a)\)\a TOV<; ITWcppov£-
13 l;ovmr;. Tivar; 1]peTO. Tov<; 'TfOVOV<;, ecp7J, 

!1-fi)\a l<Txvpot'J<; T€ Kat {mo av8pW7rWV 
EtJ-7re7r'A1Jafl-€vwv 1ca£ TeTvcpwtJ-€vwv Kal Ta<; tJ-ev 

o'Aa<; E<TBtoVTWV, EV o€ Tat<; peryxov-
TWV, V'TfO OE avopwv 'Ae'TfTWV T€ Kat 
a<TapKWV Kat TWV <Tcp7JKWV Tll8 rya<TTEpar; fJ-CtAAOV 

14 EVT€Tfl-7Jf1-EV(J)IJ, fJ ITV Ot€£ T06TWV T£ ocpe)\or; elvat 
TWV Ta<; f1-€"faAa<; KOt'Aia<; €xovTWV, oDr; €xpf'Jv 
7reptaryaryovTa<; Ka£ 7reptKa8apavTa<; EK/3a"Ae£v, 
tJ-aA.'Aov o€ KaTa86<TavTa<; Kat KaTaTetJ-oVTa<; 

1 The curious glance from under heavy brows that was 
characteristic of Socrates, cf. Plato, Phaedo ll7B, ravp7Jilov 
lmof3>.b/Ja<;. 

2 In Athens and some other Greek states the community 
was purified on Thargelion 6th (May 24th) in order that the 
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him every day in Corinth. The crowd that gathered 
was composed of strangers, and each of these, after 
speaking or listening for a short time, went his way, 
fearing his refutation of their views. Just for that 
reason, said Diogenes, he was like the Laconian 
dogs; there were plenty of men to pat them and 
play with them when they were shown at the popular 
gatherings, but no one was willing to buy any because 
he did not know how to deal with them. 

And when a certain man asked whether he too 
came to see the contest, he said, " No, but to take 
part." Then when the man laughed and asked him 
who his competitors were, he said with that custom-
ary glance 1 of his: "The toughest there are and 
the hardest to beat, men whom no Greek can look 
straight in the eye; not competitors, however, who 
sprint or wrestle or jump, not those that box, throw 
the spear, and hurl the discus, but those that chasten 
a man." "Who are they, pray?" asked the other. 
" Hardships," he replied, " very severe and insuper-
able for gluttonous and folly-stricken men who feast 
the livelong day and snore at night, but which yield 
to thin, spare men, whose waists are more pinched 
in than those of wasps. Or do you think those pot-
bellies are good for anything ?-creatures whom 
sensible people ought to lead around, subject to the 
ceremony of purification, and then thrust beyond 
the borders,2 or, rather, kill, quarter, and use as 

god Apollo might be received worthily on the 7th. Two 
victims, called pharmakoi or katharmata, at first a man and 
woman, later two men, were given cheese, barley cake, and 
figs to eat, led around the city, beaten seven times with 
leeks and twigs of the wild olive, then put to death, their 
bodies burned with the limbs of unfruitful trees, and the 
ashes cast into the sea. The community believed that it cast 
upon these pharmakoi or scape-men its pollution and guilt, 
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which were carried away by the victims at death. At a later 
period the victims were simply thrust out beyond the borders 
of the state. Since people from the lowest classes for whom 
life was not worth living on account of poverty and disease 
would volunteer to be scape-men for the sake of the rich 
food at the expense of the state which they received for some 
time previous to the ceremony, katharma and phar'lnakoa 
came to be terms of the bitterest reproach. See J ane Harrison, 
Prolegomena to the Study of Greek Religion, p. 75 f. 
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food ju,st as people do with the flesh of large 
don't you know, boiling it in brine and melting out 
the fat, the way our people at home in Pontus 1 do 
with the lard of pigs when they want to anoint 
themselves. For I think these men have less soul 
than hogs. But the noble man holds his hardships 
to be his greatest antagonists, and with them he is 
ever wont to battle day and night, not to win a 
sprig of parsley 2 as so many goats might do, nor 
for a bit of wild olive,3 or of pine,4 but to win 
happiness and virtue throughout all the days of his 
life, and not merely when the Eleans make procla-
mation,5 or the Corinthians,& or the Thessalian 
assembly.? He is afraid of none of those opponents 
nor does he pray to draw another antagonist, but 
challenges them one after another, grappling with 
hunger and cold, withstanding thirst, and disclosing 
no weakness even though he must endure the lash 
or give his body to be cut or burned. Hunger, 
exile, loss of reputation, and the like have no 
terrors for him ; nay, he holds them as mere trifles, 
and while in their very grip the perfect man is 
often as sportive as boys with their dice and their 
coloured balls. 

1 Diogenes came from Sinope in Pontus. 
z A chaplet of parsley was placed upon the heads of the 

victors at the Isthmian and Nemean games. 
8 Used to make the crown for the victors at the Olympian 

games. 
' A wreath of pine was used to crown the victors at the 

Isthmian games. 
6 i.e. for the Olympian games. 
I i.e. for the lsthmian games. 
7 i.e. for the Pythian games. The Thessalians had great 

influence in the Amphictyonic League, which controlled these. 
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1 eopfJtreL by Arnim but before BotJ..ol!$. 
9 itcl<il.lvovtr<v Wyttenbach: 1<plvovtrlv, 
8 a1fE/31JtT«.V Reiske : i7ff/31JIT«.JI. 
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" Of course," he continued, " these antagonists 
do seem terrible and invincible to all cravens; but 
if you treat them with contempt and meet them 
boldly, you will find them cowardly and unable to 
master strong men, in this greatly resembling dogs, 
which pursue and bite people who run away from 
them, while some they seize and tear to pieces, but 
fear and slink away from men who face them and 
show fight, and in the end wag their tails when they 
come to know them. Most people, however, are 
in mortal terror of these antagonists, always avoid-
ing them by flight and never looking them in the 
face. And indeed, just as skilful boxers, if they 
anticipate their opponents, are not hit at all, but often 
actually end by winning the bout themselves, but 
if, on the contrary, they give ground through fear, 
they receive the heaviest blows; in the same way, if 
we accept our hardships in a spirit of contempt for 
them and approach them cheerfully, they avail very 
little against us; but if we hang back and give way, 
they appear altogether greater and more severe. 
You can see that the same thing applies to fire also : 
if you attack it most vigorously, you put it out; 
but if with caution and fear, you get badly burned, 
just as children do when in sport they sometimes 
try to put out a fire with their tongues. The 
adversaries of this class are a good deal like the 
pancratiasts,l who strike, choke, rend, and occa-
sionally kill. 

1 They engaged in a rough·and.tumble contest, a combina-
tion of boxing and wrestling. 

4 inrox6JpWcn Geel: Cnroxwpi.Jcn. 
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20 'ETepa Oe 0€lVOTepa }MlXIJ arywv Junv ou 
pupo<;, ai\i\a 7Toi\v 'TOIJTOV }l€L,WV Kat J7TlKlV-
0VVOT€pa<;, o 7rpo<; Thv ovx o?av "0Jl1JPD'> 
f/>1JITlV 1 

aVBt<; oe opt}leia }l(LX1J 7rapa V})VITtV huxB?J. 
oh 7T€AEK€1TO"t Kat ewixovTo 

}leryai\otO"t. 

21 ovx OOTO<; 0 Tp07TO<; TTJ<; }l(LX1J'>' ovoe ryap llvnKpv<; 
{3ta,e0"8at Thv ai\i\' Kat rya1]-
Teuetv oewoir; f/>apJlaKot<;, wu7rep "0 Jl?Jpor; f/>?JO"t 
Thv KlpK1JV Tau<; Tov 'OovO"u€w<; f.Ta£pov<; KaTa-

KU7T€t'Ta 'TOV<; }leV O"V<; avTWV, 'TOV<; oe 
)UJKOV<; ryev€uBat, 'TOV<; oe lJXi\' chTa B'l]p£a. 
-rotovTov eO"n To XPYJJla TTJ'> i}oovi}r;, ovx (h i\wr; 
f7Tl{30VA€VOVIT1]<;, ai\i\a 7TrLV'Ta Tp07TOV, Otci 'T€ 

-ri}<; lJtew<; Kat aKoi}<; /j lj ryevuew<; 
A f ,J.,.. )/ s \ I \ ,.. \ ',I.. 
'I] a't''IJ'>, en e O" t'Tlot<; Kat 7TOTOt<; Kat a't'po-
Otulot<; Otaf/>Be'ipat 7T€tpW}lEV1]<;, OjlOLW<; }lEV eryp'l]-

2 I t I I \ 
2 ryopoTa<;, O}lOlW<; 0€ KOl}lW}l€VOV<;. OVO€ ryap 

WIT7T€p 7rpo<; 'TOV<; 7TOA€JlLOV<; elTTt 2 f/>vi\aKa<; 
KaBeuOetv, ai\i\a }lUAlO"Ta oh 

7TUV'TWV TOT€ f7TLT£BeTat, Ta avTw 'TW iJ7TVW 
' ' '"\ ' ' c:-' ' ' ,' ' }lapatvOVO"a Kat Ta 0€ €7Tl7T€}l7TOVO"a 

oveipaTa 7Tavovprya Ka£ f7TL(3ovi\a, ava}lt}lvn-
O"KOVTa aVTTJ'>• ' 

23 '0 }lEV ovv 7TOVO<; Ota 'T1J<; uf/>i}<; e7Ttry£ryvemt 
ro<; 'TO 3 7TOAV Kat TaV'TTJ 7rp00"€lO"tV, i] o€ i}Sovh 

1 After the MSS. have ob" ll.wnKpvs {3ta(op.tvrw, &71.71.' 
Kal 'Yo!Jre6ovO'aY lietvo"is <f>app.ci.Kots, "not using open 

force but deceiving and enchanting with baleful drugs" · 
bracketed as an interpretation by Gael. ' 
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" But there is another battle more terrible and a 
struggle not slight but much greater than this and 
fraught with greater danger, I mean the fight against 
pleasure. Nor is it like that battle which Homer 
speaks of when he says, 1 

Fiercely then around the ships 
The struggle was renewed. 
With halberds and with trenchant battle-axe 
They fought, with mighty sword and two-edged 

spear. 

No, it is no such kind of battle, for pleasure uses 
no open force but deceives and casts a spell with 
baneful drugs, just as Homer says Circe 2 drugged 
the comrades of Odysseus, and some forthwith 
became swine, some wolves, and some other kinds 
of beasts. Yes, such is this thing pleasure, that 
hatches no single plot but all kinds of plots, and 
aims to undo men through sight, sound, smell, taste, 
and touch, with food too, and drink and carnal lust, 
tempting the waking and the sleeping alike. For 
it is not possible to set guards and then lie down 
to sleep as in ordinary warfare, since it is just then 
of all times that she makes her attack, at one time 
weakening and enslaving the soul by means of sleep 
itself, at another, sending mischievous and insidious 
dreams that suggest her. 

" Now work is carried on by means of touch for 
the most part and proceeds in that way, but pleasure 

1 Iliad 15. 696, 711 f. 
2 A sorceress on the island of Aenea, who entertained 

Odysseus and his companions. 

2 Reiske : Elvcu. 
B .,.b added by Reiske. 
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"a'Ta "' '' 8 • ' " 8 • 8 I 7rauav atu 'Y}utv o1rouac; av pro1roc; atu 1]-

uetc; oe£ TOte; p.ev 7rovotc; a1ravniv 
"\ I 8 \ \ ,/.. I < U'Vf.L7r"'€/e€U' at, T1JV 0€ 1JOOV1JV 'l'evryetv roe; 7rop-

p(I)T I '•' \ \ ""\ "' "'\ 1 A > f.LTJOEV o"'roc; a"'"'o 17 
24 t A ... ' , "'8 t , ' ' , op.t etv. EVTav a o av1Jp o' 2 " • , , 1J uxeoov, O<; aV OVV'Y}Tat 7rA€tUTOV a?rocpevryetv 

\ f I J \ " f' "' I Ta<; 1JOOVac;• OVO€ ryap EU'TlV TJOOVTJ U'VVOVTa lj Kat 
7r€tpwp.evov uvvexroc; ov 7rUVTroc; aA.rovae. l5Tav 

"t I \ I """ ovv 7reptryevT}Tae T'YJ<; ,Y.vxfic; Tote; 
,/.. , I \ ... \ \ K' 'f'app.aKotc;, "/t"/VETa£ TO "'Ot'TrOV 'YJOTJ TO T1J<; tptc'T}<;' 

pq,oiroc; Tfi pa(3orp elc; uvcpeov nva 
25 e'A.avvee Kal. Kat TO A0£7r0V a7r' 

, , "!:' • , 8 !:' .. • , 
TJOTJ o av pro1roc; otaTeAet uvc; rov YJ A.vKoc;· 

I !:'\ \ '' ,/.. ',/..' I "/t"/VOVTat 0€ Kat 0'1'€£<; V'!' 1JOOVYJ<; 7r0£KtAOt Ka£ 
'A. , , ...... , , . ' , 8 , o € ptot Kat a"'"' aTTa ep7reTa Kat epa1revovuw , , , , , , 8, ., , €KEW1JV aet 7rept Tac; vpac; OVTEc; E7rt8vp.ovvTec; 
p.ev Tfjc; AaTpEVOVT€<; fKeivv, p.vptovc; o€ 

26 "A.... 3 ' " ' \ '!:' \ , a "'roe; 'TrOVOV<; EXOVTE<;. 1J ryap TJOOV1J KpaT'T}U'aua 
aVTWV Kat 7rapaA.a(3ovua TOte; 'TrOVOtc; 7rapao£orout 

' 81 \ , TOte; EX £U'TOtc; Kat xaAE'TrroTaTOtc;. 
T !:'' ' , ' \ ... OVTOV 01] TOV aryrova €f.LOt KapTepOVVTt !eat 

7rapa(3aA.",\op.evrp 7rp0c; Kat 7rOVOV ouOetc; 
' ·e ... ' · 8 , • ' 7Tpouexet Trov a av pw1rrov, aA.A.a Tote; 

27 7r1JOOOU'£ Tpexovut Kal xopevovutv. ovoe 
\ \ 'H "\.I f, ' 1'' ryap TOV paK"'ea eropwv arywvto,op.evov Ka£ 7rO-

vovvm, ouoe avTo'ic;, ciA.A.tt TOT€ fuwc; 
a8A'Y}Tac; nvac; Z?]T'T}V KaA.ai:v 

1 lh.Ao added by Capps. 
1 Capps : ll€, Wilamowitz would delete li€ 
3 Emperius; 14AAovs. ' 
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assails a man through each and every sense that 
he has ; and while he must face and grapple with 
work, to pleasure he must give the widest berth 
possible and have none but unavoidable dealings 
with her. And herein the strongest man is indeed 
strongest, one might almost say, who can keep the 
farthest away from pleasures ; for it is impossible to 
dwell with pleasure or even to dally with her for 
any length of time without being completely en-
slaved. Hence when she gets the mastery and 
overpowers the soul by her charms, the rest of 
Circe's sorcery at once follows. With a stroke of 
her wand pleasure coolly drives her victim into a 
sort of sty and pens him up, and now from that 
time forth the man goes on living as a pig or a 
wolf. Pleasure also brings divers and deadly vipers 
into being, and other crawling things that attend 
constantly upon her as they lie about her doors, and 
though yearning for pleasure and serving her, they 
yet suffer a thousand hardships all in vain. For 
pleasure, after overpowering and'taking possession 
of her victims, delivers them over to hardships, the 
most hateful and most difficult to endure. 

" This is the contest which I steadfastly main-
tain,l and in which I risk my life against pleasure 
and hardship, yet not a single wretched mortal gives 
heed to me, but only to the jumpers and runners 
and dancers. Neither, indeed, did men have eyes 
for the struggles and labours of Heracles or have 
any interest in them, but perhaps even then they 
were admiring certain athletes such as Zetes,2 Cala1s,2 

1 Plato (Republic 556 B) speaks of people who are &1r&vovs 
• . . and p.a>.at<:oils • • • KafYT£p£'iv 1rpos .jllovas--" lazy and 
weak to hold out against pleasures." 

a Son of Borea.s, took part in the Argona.utic expedition. 
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Kat rr "7AEa Kat ?iA.A.ovr; TOlOlJTOV') OpOf.Lear; nvar; 
Kat 7raA.aundr;· ToVr; f.LEV brt KaA.A.et, ToVr; 
o€ E7rt 7rAOlJT(fJ eBauf.Lal;ov, KaBd7rep 'Iauova 

28 Kwupav- 7rept oe TOV I1€A.o7TO') tAeyov OTl Kat 
' ,, ,.!...' " ,, TOV Wf.LOV €1\.E't'aVTtVOV exot, WG"7r€p Tl Otj)€AO') 

avBpcfmov xpvuf}v xeZpa eA.e<f>avr£v"7v exovTor; 
orpBa"Af.LOVr; aOaf.LaVTOr; <rf.LaparyOou· Tnv o€ 

,.,,. ' , ' ' , "' t ' \ ';' 
y ux"7v ovK eryvyvwuKov avTov o7rotav nva etxev. 
Tov 8€ 'HpaKA.€a 71"0VOVVTa f.LEV Kat a'Ywvtf;of.Levov 

Kat erpauav a!nov av8pw1rwv aBA.twmrov· 
Kat Dta TOVTO &Bt.our; eKaA.ouv TOVr; 71"0VOU') a!nov 
Kat Ta i!prya, d>r; Tov E71"L7Tovov (3£ov &BA.tov lJvTa' 
U71"o8avovTa DE 'TI"aVTWV f.LaAtG"Ta Tlf.LWG"l Kat 
Beov vof.L£/;ouut Ka£ rf>autv "HfJv uvvouce'iv, Kat 

, , ,, <!'/ , \ ' " 
TOVTCf 71"aVT€') €VXOVTat, 07TW') aUTO£ f.L"7 €G"OVTat 
&BA.tot, Tip 11"A€lG"Ta 

29 Tov 8€ EvpvuB€a oroVTat Kpare'iv TOUTOV Kat 
f71"lTI:iTT€tV, av OV0€VO') ligtOV V€VOf.L£KaG"tv, OVDe 
"t "B E' e ev,aTO OVO€ € VG"€V OUOE'TI"OT€ 0VO€L<; upuu €£, 

7r"Ahv o rye 'HpaK"Af}r; 7rept(Jet Thv Evpw7r"7v Kat 
Thv , Au£av li71"auav, ov8€v &v TOlJTOl') Of.LOtO') 

30 Tot<; riBA.'YJTals· 7rou ryap civ 7rpoe"A()e'iv 
uapKar; TOG"aUTar; exwv TOG"OlJTWV Kpewv Deo-
f.L€VO<; (3a8vv ofJTwr; ti11"VOV JCa()euowv ; at.A,' 
ll:ypv7rVOf) /Cat AE7rT0r;;, Wu7rep ol A€oVT€r;, 

(3A.e71"WV, ogu atcouwv, oihe X€lf.LWVO<; oihe Kau-
f.LaTO') rf>povrif;wv, ovoiov oeof.Levor; uTpwf.LaTwv 

1 Father of Achilles by Thetis. 
2 Leader of the Argonautic expedition. 
3 Son of Apollo and king of Cyprus. His wealth and long 

life bestowed on him by Apollo were proverbial. 
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Peleus,l and other like runners and wrestlers; and 
some they would admire for their beauty and others 
for their wealth, as, for example, J ason 2 and Cinyras.3 

About Pelops, too, the story ran that he had an 
ivory shoulder, as if there were any use in a man 
having a golden or ivory hand or eyes of diamond 
or malachite; but the kind of soul he had men did 
not notice. As for Heracles, they pitied him while 
he toiled and struggled and called him the most 
' trouble-ridden,' or wretched, of men; indeed, this 
is why they gave the name ' troubles,' or tasks, to 
his labours and works, as though a laborious life 
were a trouble-ridden, or wretched 4 life; but now 
that he is dead they honour him beyond all others, 
deify him, and say he has Hebe 5 to wife, and all 
pray to him that they may not themselves be 
wretched-to him who in his labours suffered 
wretchedness exceedingly great. 

" They have an idea, too, that Eurystheus 6 had 
him in his power and ordered him about, Eurystheus, 
whom they considered a worthless fellow and to 
whom no one ever prayed or sacrificed. Heracles, 
however, roved over all Europe and Asia, though 
he did not look at all like any of these athletes ; 
for where could he have penetrated, had he carried 
so much flesh or required so much meat or sunk 
into such depths of sleep? No, he was as alert 
and lean like a lion, keen of eye and ear, reeking 
naught of cold or heat, having no use for bed, 

• Dio is playing upon the etymological connection between 
athlos meaning "contest," "toil," "trouble," and athlios 
meaning "toiling," "struggling," "miserable." 

5 Greek goddess, personification of youth. 
6 King of Mycenae who imposed the Twelve Labours upon 

Heracles. 
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"'\ 1r:, • I ,., "'\ \ 1:' I > I 
X"'avwoJv YJ Ta7r1JTWV, a"'"'a oepp,a ap,1TE)(op,evo<; 
fw1Tapov, A.tp,ov 7rvewv, TOt<; aryaBot<; fJo1JBwv, TOV<; 

31 KaKoV<; KoA-aswv. Kat /j.wp,1o1Jv S€ Tov on 
1TOI KLAYJV eZxev €uBijm Kat KaBi]uTO e povou 

I r:,> < I \ \ \ /:' 7rtvwv ot 'Y}fJ-Epa<; Kat Tpv'f'wv, Kat Tou<; 
\ \ f' ,.I..' f: ,.. "'\. "\ \ f'/ I 1]DtK€t Kat Tou<; v't' aunp, 1T0"'"'1JV £7r7rOV Tpecpwv, 

T(j> pomiA.rp 1ralwv Su/pa,ev &u1rep 1rt8ov 1ral\atov. 
Kat TOV r'Y}pVCWIJV, 7rAe£uTOV<; fJov<; g)(OVTa Kat 
TWV 7rp0<; EU7rEpa<; amiVTWV 7rAOVUHnTaTOV lJvTa 

\ f' rf... I ' I J I \ \ Kat V7r€p1J't'aVWTaTOV, avTOV T€ a7r€f(T€1V€ Kat TOU<; 
32 aoeA.cpov<; Ta<; fJov<; a7r11\aue. TOV o€ Bo6-

()tp£V evpwv 7ravv E7rttJ-€AW<; a81\ovvTa Kat ot' 
oA1J<; €u8£ovTa Kat cppovovvTa p,erytuTov 
€1rl 1ral\y, SdppTJ'ev €1r£ ryijv «aTaf]aA.wv 
&u7rep TOV<; 8vA.aKOV<; TOV<; ucpoopa "fEtJ-OVTa<;. 
«at Tij<; 'Ap,asovo<; gA.vue twv1Jv, 8pv1TTo-
p,€v1J<; avT(j> Ka! VOfJ-tSOUU'Y}<; OT£ T(j> /CaAA.et «pa-

l f I \ {" If: H ) )f 

T1JUEt, uvryryevop,evo<; T€ Kat oet,.a<; oTt ovK av 
1TOT€ KaXA.ov<; ouo' p,e£vete )(aptv 
ryvvatKo<; 1roppw Twv avTov KTTJP,aTwv ov8€7roTe. 

33 TOV o€ ITpop,'Y}BEa, uocptuT1v Ttva, €p,ol ooKetv, 
KaTaA.afJwv V'TrO a1TOAAU!J-€VOV, vvv 1 !J-EV 

't' ,.. ' .... ' ,, t: ,., tl f' , OtOOVVTO<; aVTffJ Kat aVc;OVTO<; TOV YJ7raTO<; 01TOT€ 
E1TatvOtTO, 'TI"aAtV o€ cp8lvovTO<; O'TI"OT€ "freryotev 

1 1eal before viiv deleted by Arnim. 

1 He possessed wild mares who fed on human flesh. They 
were captured by Heracles as one of his twelve labours. 

2 A monster with three heads or, according to another 
version, with three bodies joined together. He was king of 
Spain. 

3 A king of Egypt who is said to have sacrificed all strangers 
who visited his country. 
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shawl, or rug, clad in a dirty skin, with an air of 
hunger about him, as he succoured the good and 
punished the bad. And because Diomede,1 the 
Thracian, wore such fine raiment and sat upon a 
throne drinking the livelong day in high revel, and 
treated strangers unrighteously as well as his own sub-
jects, and kept a large stable, Heracles smote him with 
his club and smashed him as if he had been an old jar. 
Then Geryones,2 who had ever so many cattle and was 
the richest of all western lords and the most arrogant, 
he also killed along with his brothers and drove his 
cattle away. And when he found Busiris 3 very dili-
gently training, eating the whole day long, and ex-
ceeding proud of his wrestling, Heracles burst him 
open like an over-filled bag by dashing him to the 
ground. He loosed the girdle of the Amazon,4 who 
tried to coquet with him and thought to win by means 
of her beauty. For he both consorted with her and 
made her understand that he could never be overcome 
by beauty and would never tarry far away from his own 
possessions for a woman's sake. And Prometheus,5 

whom I take to have been a sort of sophist, he found 
being destroyed by popular opinion; for his liver 
swelled and grew whenever he was praised and 
shrivelled again when he was censured. So he took 

• Hippolyte, queen of the Amazons, the fetching of whose 
girdle was one of the labours imposed upon Heracles. To 
obtain it he seduced her; but see Index. 

6 A Titan who stole fire from heaven and gave it to men, 
in punishment for which he was chained by Zeus to a rock 
on Mt. Caucasus, where his liver was consumed every day by 
an eagle but grew again at night. Heracles is said to have 
slain the eagle and released Prometheus. Dio treats the 
eagle of the myth as allegorically representing 36ga or 
popular opinion. 
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atrrov, e)..e?jua<; «a£ • • • 1 l1ravue Tov 
I,#.. \ "' ,1,. "'\. I \ d V f ,.. 

TV't'OV «at '1"'1]'> 't't"'0Vtl€ta<;• «at OVT(I)') fPX€TO U<yta 

T ' .. " •t-' E' e auTa J.'EV OVV €7rpaTT€V OUO€V upuu Et xapt-
34 .,.a o€ .,.a 2 xpuua tt e«optue 

)..a/8wv g0(1)/C€V E!Celvrp, .,.a TWV 'Eum;plorov· ovoev 
\ J >t- >-,.-,. > > 1-,. .... I >I 

<yap aUT(I)V €O€t'I"O, U"'"' €/C€"'€VO'€ IC"'U€tV EXOVTa" 
J.'1JOev ryap lJcpe)..o<; etvat avOpw1rrp xpuuwv 

t-' , 'E I I e I t-1 J.''IJOE <yap Tat<; u7reptut ryeveu at. Trepa<; oe, 
> \ t:) \;'I > I \ > e I r 
eTret tJpaovTepo<; e<yt"fVETO «at au eveuTepo<; avTov, 
..1.. t:) I \ > \;'I r I >1 
't'OtJOVJ.'EVO') J-''1] OV OVV'I]Tat ':>1JV OJ.'Otro<;, e7r€tTa 
olpat VOO'OV nv6<; «aTaAa/8ov0'1J<;, /CtLAAtO'Ta av-
BpWTr(I)V e8epa7r€VO'€V auTov, 7rvpav EV 
Tjj av)..jj 6J<; «at lJn 

35 ovoev Ao<yov 3 TOV 7rVpeTov. 7rpOT€-

pov o€, l'va OO«fi uepva J.'OVOV 4 /Cat J.'E"ftLAa 
eprya Ota7rpa'I"Te0'8at, l€07rpov aTreABwv Thv 
ICetpevYJv 1rap' Avryeq., TroAv n xpiJpa 'TrOAAwv 

J ,.. ' I J f: ,/... f \ ' '8 r €T(I)V, €/C€£V'I]V €r,;E't'opet /Cat €/CU atpev. 'fJ"fELTO 
ryap ovx avT/j> OtapaX'IJTEOV elvat /Cat 
7roAEJ.'TJTeov 1rp6" I) .,.a O"'pla Kat Twv 
avOpwTrroV TOV<; ICatcoVp"fOV'). 

36 TavTa o€ AE<yOV'I"O') TOV llto'YEVOV<;, 7r€ptLO'TaVTo 
7rOAAot «at 1ravu ?joero<; fJKpowvTo Twv Aoryrov. 

1 Wilamowitz, followed by Arnim and Bude, assumes a 
lacuna after Cohoon suggests <f>pE11<4ns, "Taught 
him wisdom." 

• .,.a xpvO'U. & Emperius: & XPVO'Ea.. 
1 AO,ov added by Cohoon. 
' /<Ovoll added by Reiske. 
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pity on him, frightened . . , and thus relieved him of 
his vanity and inordinate ambition; and straightway 
he departed after making him whole. 

" Now in all those exploits he was not doing a 
favour to Eurystheus at all. And as to the golden 
apples that he got and brought back-I mean those 
of the Hesperides-he did give them to him, since 
he had no use for them himself, but told him to 
keep them and go hang; for he explained that 
apples of gold are of no use to a man, nor had the 
Hesperides,l either, found them to be. Then, 
finally, when he was growing ever slower and weaker, 
from fear that he would not be able to live as before, 
and besides, I suppose, because he was attacked by 
some disease, he made the best provision that was 
humanly possible for himself, for he reared a pyre 
of the very driest wood in the courtyard and showed 
that he minded the fiery heat precious little. But 
before that, to avoid creating the opinion that he 
did only impressive and mighty deeds, he went and 
removed and cleaned away the dung in the Augean 
stables,2 that immense accumulation of many years. 
For he considered that he ought to fight stubbornly 
and war against opinion 3 as much as against wild 
beasts and wicked men." 

While Diogenes thus spoke, many stood about and 
listened to his words with great pleasure. Then, 

1 Guardians of the golden apples which Heracles had to 
obtain as one of his labours. 

• Augeas had a herd of three thousand oxen whose stalls 
were not cleaned out for thirty years. Heracles had to clean 
out these stalls in one day as one of his labours. 

a Opinion here means the "false opinion of the crowd," 
as in the reference to Prometheus above. 
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possibly with this thought of Heracles 1 in his mind, 
he ceased speaking and, squatting on the ground, 
performed an indecent act, whereat the crowd 
straightway scorned him and called him crazy, and 
again the sophists raised their din, like frogs in a 
pond when they do not see the water-snake. 

1 i.e., to his cleaning the Augean stables. 
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THE NINTH OR ISTHMIAN 
DISCOURSE 

In the ninth Discourse, as in the eighth, we find Diogenes 
attending the Isthmian games, and in both Discourses there 
is the same reference to the importance of the great public 
gatherings for Diogenes' purpose, the same references to 
physicians and to dogs. These similarities have led to the 
inference that the two Discourses were prepared at about the 
same time; but while in the preceding Discourse we are 
given the subject-matter of Diogenes' teaching, in this one it 
is rather his method of teaching that is shown. 
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9. H 

1 'Iu8J.drov lJvTrov el<; T6v 
'IuBpJw, W<; g0£/C€V, ev Koptv8rp OtaTplf3rov. 7Tap-
eTvryxav€ Oe Tat<; 7TaV'I]"fVperrtv oux 3Jv7Tep oi 
7TOAAol evetca, f3ovXop.evot 8eauau8at TOV<; a8X1]-
Ttl<; tca2 rva Ef-L7TA1JU8routv, aXX' E7TtUIC07TWV olp.at 
TOV<; av8pw7rOV<; tca£ Thv /Lvmav aUTWV. iJoet 
ryap lJTt cpavepwTaTo{ elutV EV Tat<; EOpTat<; tcat 
'Tat<; 7raV'I]"fVP€UtV' ev oe tcat 
XavOavovut f-LUAAOV ota TO /C£VOVV€V€£V tca£ cpo-

2 {3€tu8at. tca£ evop.t'e TOVTOV<; evtaTOTE-
pov<; elvat• tca£ ryap Ttl vour}p.aTa TOV uwp.aTO<;, 
lJTav y, 8epa7r€V€u8at tJ7T6 Trov 
laTprov Tov<; p.evTot 

TWV av8pw7TroV ev Tat<; TOtaVTat<; 
otaTptf3at<; TaxtuTa a7ToXXvu8at. ota TaiiTa 

3 el<; Ttl<; 7TaV1J"fVp€t<;. lX€rye oe E7T£-
(TICW7TT(J)1J, lJTe 1 E7Tt7rArJTTOtTo T6 Toii tcvvo<;• 2 TOV<; 
ryap tcvva<; e7Teu8at p.ev el<; Ttl<; 7raV1J"fVp€t<;, 

oe aOt/CftV TWV Etc€'i vXatcTetv 
o€ tca£ p.axeuOat TOt<; tca/Covpryot<; /Cat 3 

tca£ lJTav oi /Lv8pro7Tot p.€8vu8eVTe<; tca8€vorouw, 
auTOV<; eryp'f}ryopoTa<; cpvXaTTetv. 

1 8Te Emperius and Schwartz: 8T<. 
a After I<VVOS the MSS. have <Ita xaAE1f0T'!Ta t<al TO 

;\otllopiiu8at t<6va. a.vTov &.,...t<&.il.ovv. "On account of his harsh-
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THE NINTH DISCOURSE : 
DIOGENES OR THE ISTHMIAN 

DISCOURSE 

WHEN the Isthmian games were in pro()'ress 
D . h 0 ' wgenes, w o probably was sojourning at Corinth, 
went down to the Isthmus. He did not attend the 
great public gatherings, however, with the same 
motives as the majority, who wished to see the 
athletes and to gormandize. No, I warrant he came 
as an observer of mankind and of men's folly. He 
knew th.at show their real character most clearly 
at public festivals and large gatherings, while in 
war and in camp it is more concealed owing to the 
presence of peril and fear. Moreover, he thought 
they were more easily healed here (for bodily dis-
eases are more readily treated by the physician 
when they are plain to be seen than while the 
trouble remains hidden), but that those who are 
neglected when engaged in such pursuits most 
speedily perish. Therefore he used to attend the 
public gatherings. And he would jestingly re-
mark when taxed for his currish manners, "Well, 
dogs follow along to the festivals, but they do no 
wrong to any of those attending; they bark and 
attack rogues and thieves, and when their masters 
are in a drunken sleep, they stay awake and guard 
them." 

ness and abusive language they called him a cur." Deleted 
by Arnim. 

8 il.vcr.-als Emperius: t<atdcr.-ots. 
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'n., "'e' ',J.. ' ' ' K 8' o e't'av'l'} ev 'T'{l rraV'rJ'Yvpet, optv u..:Jv 
f.LEV ovoels avTfP rrpoueZxe TdV vovv, OTL 7fOAAUKt<; 
auTOV ewpwv f.v Tfj 7rOA€£ Kat 7r€pt TO Kpavetov. 
oi ryap av8pw7rot &v ae£1 /3"AE7rWUt Kat ale; 
vof.L£tovutv elvat om)Te /3ou"AovTat 7rpoue"A8eZv, 
TOUTWV ov 'lrUVV cppovTitovuw· o' &v Ota 
xpovou 'towutv i} f.LT}0€7rW7rOT€ ewpaKOT€<;, 7rpdc; 
eKe£vovc; 'TpE7rDVTat. o8ev wcpeAOVVTO tJ7fO 
rov KoptvBwt, KaBa7rep el 2 vouovvTec; 

laTpoiJ 7rpour}euav dA.A.' f.vof.Lttov 
iKav6v etvat Kat TO opav aUTOV EV Tfi 7rOA€t. 

Twv o€ a"A"Awv oi f.LaKpo8ev f.LrLALUTa wpour}euav 
\ , ' , ' .... 'I I ' """' ' ' ' 7rpoc; aVTOV, a7r0 TT}<; T€ Kat Kat 

'ha"Aiac; ouot 7rapi]uav Kat Twv EIC Ttv€c; 
Kat TWV EIC Mauua"Aiac; Kat a7ro Bopvu8€vovc;, 
oVTot rravTec; loe'iv /3ov"Aof.Levot f.Lu"A"Aov avTov 
Kat 3 /3paxu Tt aKOUUat AE"fOVTO<;, i!xotw 

6 a7raryrye"A"Aetv ij ryevf.uBat. eOOIC€t 
ryap iKav6c; elvat "Aotoopijuat Kat f.pwTwutv 
a7roKpivau8at &u7rep ovv TOV 
ITovnfCou ryeueu8at E7rtXetpovuw oi 
a7r€tpot, "f€VUUf.L€VOt OE 7rapaxpiJf.La e;E'lrTVuav 

OT£ 'lrt!Cpov EUTt !Cat a'IJOE<;, ofhwc; 
!Cat TOV a7r07f€tpliu8at f.LEV Ota 
7T'OAV7rparyf.LOUVV'I]V, EA€"fXOf.L€VOL o€ a7r€UTp€cpovTo 

7 !Cat i!cpevryov. Kat aA."Awv f.LEV AOtOopov-

1 &el J acobs: 
1 el Soh wartz: o1. 
3 1<al • • • i\eyo"ros occurs in the MSS. after Y••'etrOa, : 

moved by Emperius. 

1 See note on p. 378. 
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No Corinthian, however, paid any attention to 
him when he appeared at the gathering, because 
they often saw him in the city and around the 
Craneion.l For men do not pay much attention to 
those whom they are constantly seeing and whom 
they think they can approach whenever they wish, 
but they turn to those whom they only see at 
intervals or have never seen before. So the 
Corinthians derived the least profit from Diogenes, 
precisely as if sick people would not consult a 
physician resident in their midst but thought the 
bare sight of him in the city sufficient. 

As regards other persons, it was those from a 
distance who visited him chiefly, all who came to 
the festival from Ionia, Sicily, and Italy, and some 
of those who came from Libya, Massilia,2 and 
Borysthenes,3 and the motive of all those was 
to see and hear him speak for even a short 
time so as to have something to tell others rather 
than to get improvement for themselves. For he 
had the reputation of having a sharp tongue and 
being instantly ready with an answer for his in-
terrogators. Accordingly, just as those who .know 
nothing of the Pontic honey 4 try a taste of 1t and 
then quickly spit it out in disgust because it is 
bitter and unpleasant in taste, so people in their 
idle curiosity wished to make trial of Diogenes, but 
on being put to confusion by him would turn on 
their heels and flee. They were amused, of course, 

• The modern Marseilles. 
a The most important Greek city north of the Euxine or 

Black Sea. It was situated at the confluence of the Bory-
sthenes and Hypanis (Dnieper and B':'g) rivers. . 

• Diogenes came from Pontus. Plmy (Natural Htstory 21, 
c. 13) speaks of most poisonous honey produced in Pontus. 
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J.tEVWV, S€ €cpo/3ovVTO avexwpovv. 
el f.LEV g(TKW7TTE Te &(T7Tep elwBet 

) I t ""' "' )/ ' I "' \ €VtOTI!:, V7T€p't'VW<; exatpov, avaTetVaJLEVOV 0€ Kat 
(T7TOV0a(TaVTO<; OVX ti7TEf.LEVOV 7Tapp'Y)(J"Lav• 
Ka8a7Tep otf.Lat Tii 7Tatoia r}oeTat 
TOt<; ryevvaCot<; KV(TLV, E7Tetoav o€ 
vA.ab JLE'isov, JgmA.ary'Y) Kat T(j> Oeet TEBV'YJK€. 

ToTe €Ke'ivoc; €7Toiet TavTa, ovoev f.LETa-
't-\ rl.. 'Y ,, ' ' (TTP€'t'Of.L€VO<; OVO€ 't'povn,wv HT€ €7TatVOL1J Tt<; 

avTOV etTe Kat 'fre"fOL TWV 7TapovTwv, ovo€ el TWV 
-,. I \ • \ • 

7TI\.OV(TLWV T€ Kat evoo,wv 'YJ (TTpaT7J"fOS' 'YJ ov-
va(TT1]<; OtaAE"f0£TO 7Tp0(T€A8wv I] TWV 7Tavv 
,./.. 1-,. \ I >-,." \ \ I 

8 't'aVI\.WV T€ Kat 7r€V1JTWV' a/\.1\.a TWV f.LEV TOlOVTWV 
A.7JpouvTwv €v£oTe KaT€</Jpovet, Tovc; S€ (TEJLvovc; 
eivat /3ovA.oj.t€vovc; f.LE"fa <flpovovvTa<; Jcp' 
aVTOt<; Dta 7TAOlJTOV I] "fEVO<; I] 2 aAA1JV Ttva 
ouvaf.Lw, TouTovc; f.LaA.t(TTa €r.£ese Kal €KoA.ase 
7TaVTa Tpor.ov. TWE<; f.LEV ovv avTOV €BauJLasov 

' ,./..I I \ I e WS' (TO't'WTaTOV 7TaVTWV, Tl(TL O€ JLaLV€(1" at €OOK€t, 

7TOAAol. S€ KaTe<flpovovv we; 7TTWXOV T€ Kal 
OVOEVOS' a;£ov, TWE<; o' EAotoopovv, oi S€ 7Tp07T'YJ-

9 A.atdsetv €7Texeipovv, O(J"Ta fn7TTovVTec; 7Tpo Twv 
7TOOWV &(T7T€p TOtS' KV(TLV, oi o€ Kat TOV Tpi/3wvos-
ry7TTOVTO 7T po(Tt0VT€S', 7TOAAol. S€ OVK eZwv aA.A.' 

Ka8a7Tep '1 0f.L1Jpoc; cp1J(Tt Tov 'Oov(T(Tea 
7TpO(T7Taisetv Tovc; f.LV1J(TTijpac;· KaKe'ivov 7Tpos-
oA.i'Ya> EV€"fK€tV aKOAa(T{av avTWV 
Kat f5/3pw, o S€ Of.LOto<; €v &7Tavn· T(j> 
ovn 'Yap €pKet /3a(TtA.e'i Kat oe(T7TDT?J, 7TTwxov 

exovTt, Ka7T€tTa ev avopa7TOOOtS' TE Kat 

1 t1ra.t(ev Stobaeus 3. 13. 37 : t1ra.tev. 
2 fi Arnim: teal. 
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when others were railed at, but on their own 
account they were afraid and so would withdraw 
out of his way. Again, when he jested and joked, 
as was his wont at times, they were pleased beyond 
measure ; but when he warmed up and became 
serious, they could not stand his frankness. The 
situation was the same, I fancy, as when children 
delight to play with well-bred dogs but are terrified 
and scared to death when they show anger and 
bark more loudly. 

At these meetings also he held to the same line of 
conduct, not changing his ways nor caring whether 
anyone of his audience commended or criticized him; 
no, not even if it was some wealthy and prominent 
person such as a general or ruler who approached 
and conversed with him, or some very humble and 
poor individual. When such people talked nonsense, 
he usually scorned them merely, but those that as-
sumed airs and prided themselves on their wealth or 
family or some other distinction he would make the 
especial object of his attack and castigate thoroughly. 
Some admired him, therefore, as the wisest man in 
the world, to others he seemed crazy, many scorned 
him as beggar and a poor good-for-nothing, some 
jeered at him, others tried to insult him grossly by 
throwing bones at his feet as they would to dogs, 
yet others would approach him and pluck at his 
cloak, but many could not tolerate him and were 
indignant. It was just like the way in which Homer 
says the suitors made sport of Odysseus; he too 
endured their riotous conduct and insolence for a 
few days, and Diogenes was like him in every 
respect. For he really resembled a king and lord 
who in the guise of a beggar moved among his 
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ahov cTTpecpop.evrp rpvcpfi>ut Kat aryvoovutv 
" •· ' I • "'' e' · e ' eun, Kat 't'epovn p,e av pw-

Kat p,atvop.evov<; tl71"0 Kat 
10 1 o€ oX 'Tf! aO:.\oOe'Tat 'TOOV 'IuOp.lwv Kat 

'TWV li:A:.\wv 8uot Kat ovva'Tot ucp6opa 
Kat UVVEU'TEAAOVTO Kar' fKf!'ivov 071"0Tf! 

ryevotvro, Kat 7raV'Tf!<; oV'Tot utryfi 7rapfleuav 
av'TOV. f71"Et oe Kat fU'Terpavwua'TO 

" ' ' ·'· • K ' e " · " T1J<; '11"tTVO<;, '11"Ef.J,y aVTf!<; Ot optv to£ 'TWV V7r7Jp€'T(J)V 
• ,, • B' e ' '"' I EK€1\.f!VOV a7r0 EU at 'TOV U'TE't'aVOV Kat fl-'TJOEV 

11 7rapavop.ov '11"0te'iv. 0 o€ 1]pe'TO Ota 'Tl 
7rapavop.6v fUTtV aVTOV fUTerpavrou0at 7rtTVO<;, 
li:A:.\ov<; o€ ov 7rapavop,ov. et7rev ovv n<; aV-rrov, 
"On ov W o Oe, Ilo:.\:.\ov<; 
rye, el'11"EV, Kat OVX ota 
'Tavra €u'Tt 'Ttt avopa7rooa 'Ttt vvv €vravBa 

12 7ra:.\alov'Ta Kat otuKevov'Ta Kat 'Tpexovra, 'TfP 
7ravrl. Oe '11"f!VLaV Kal. Ka£ 
> f:' >I > I I "> I I > e I aoo<;tav, en oe opry'T}V 'Tf! tcat I\.V'l1"'TJV Kat E7rt vp.tav 

Kat cf>o{3ov Kat 'TO 7ravrwv ap,axw'Ta'TOV B'T}plov,2 
fJ'11"0VAOV Kat p.a'A,OaKov, TjSov'ljv· V o;J'Te 
'Trov 'E:A'A,1}vwv o;Jre 'TWV p.axeuOat 
tcat '11"Epte'ivat rfi tvxfi Kpar'ljua<;, a:.\:.\a 
tf \ ' I \ \ ) ""' ,.. 'YJT'T'TJV'Tat Kat a7retp'T}Kaut 7rpo<; rov arywva 'Tovrov, 
ITepuat Kat Mijoot Ka£ !vpot Kal. MaKeoove<; Kat 

13 'AOrJVa'iot Kat AaKeOatp,6vwt, €p.ov. '11"6'Te· 
• ' • "t: " " f ' Q f pov OVV VfJ-lV at;£0<; OOK(J) '11"£'TVO<;, 'TJ 

OWUE'Tf! 'TfP '11"Af!LU'T(J)V Kperov ryep.ovn ; 
'Tavra ovv a7rary'YeAAf!'TE '11"Ef.J-taut Kat l5n 

1 Herwerden: 
1 Before Bnplov the MSS. have K..l which 

Emperius brackets. 
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slaves and menials while they caroused in ignorance 
of his identity, and yet was patient with them, 
drunken as they were and crazed by reason of 
ignorance and stupidity. 

Generally the managers of the Isthmian games 
and other honourable and influential men were 
sorely troubled and held themselves aloof whenever 
they came his way, and passed on, all of them, in 
silence and with scowling glances. But when he went 
so far as to put the crown of pine 1 upon his head, 
the Corinthians sent some of their servants to bid 
him lay aside the crown and do nothing unlawful. 
He, however, asked them why it was unlawful for 
him to wear the crown of pine and not so for 
others. Whereupon one of them said, " Because 
you have won no victory, Diogenes." To which he 
replied, " Many and mighty antagonists have I 
vanquished, not like these slaves who are now 
wrestling here, hurling the discus and running, but 
more difficult in every way-1 mean poverty, exile, 
and disrepute; yes, and anger, pain, desire, fear, 
and the most redoubtable beast of all, treacherous 
and cowardly, I mean pleasure, which no Greek or 
barbarian can claim he fights and conquers by the 
strength of his soul, but all alike have succumbed 
to her and have failed in this contest-Persians, 
Medes, Syrians, Macedonians, Athenians, Lacedae-
monians-all, that is, save myself. Is it I, then, 
think you, that am worthy of the pine, or will you 
take and bestow it upon the one who is stuffed with 
the most meat? Take this answer, then, to those 
who sent you and say that it is they who break the 

1 Cf. Discourse 8. 16 : page 385, note 4. 
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aU'TOt 7rapavop..ovcnv· ov ryap ovoeva 
arywva Kat O'Tt 
evoogoTepa 7r€7rOL'I]Ka 1 Tli Ka'TaKpaT?]G'M 
auTo<; Tov a-Terpavov, Kat on ov Tot<; 
aA.A.a O'IJAaOry av'TOV elvat 
Oet. 

14 MeTa oe 'TOV'TO lowv 'TtVa EIC 'TOV G'TaOtou 
p..eTa 7roA.A.ov 7r A.?}Bou<; Kat JJ.-'IJOe 

Tfj<; ryfj<;, UAAct v'tYJAOV rpepop..€VOV 
V'TiO 'TOV lJxA.ou, 'TOV<; o€ 'Ttva<; E'TiaKoAouBovvTa<; 

(3owvm<;, oe 7r'IJOwvm<; v7ro xapiis 
' ' ... ,, ' ' ' ' \ Ta<; 'TOV oupavov, 

o€ E7rt(3aA.A.ovTa<; avTfj> G''T€rpavou<; Kat 
aTe eouv?}B'IJ 7rpoa-eA.Betv, 1}peTo Tfs ea-nv o Bopu(3o<; 

15 0 7rep£ aUTO V !Cat Ti G'UVE/3'1]. 0 oe erp1J, N 
t:uoryeve<;, Twv avopwv To TovTo oe TL 
' " ) \ ,.k I f eG'TlV ; ou ryap O'TJ ryeryova<; 

•<:>' I " >IA-.B \ I OUo€ O'Tt €'1' aa-a<; G'UVTPEXOV'Ta<;, OUO€ 
a-wrppovea-TEpo<; viJv ij 7rpDTepov ovoe .fJTTov, 
ovo' eA.aTTOV ai\ryet<; ovo' ei\aTTovwv oe?}a-?1 TO 

16 A.ot7rov ovoe aA.u7roTEpov Ma il[a, el7rev, 
aA.A.a 'TWV &A.A.wv 'EA.A.?}vwv 
7raV'TWV. 'AA-A.' ov 'TWV A.arywv, erp'T} 0 iltoryEV'IJ<;, 
ovoe 'TWV eA.arpwv· KaL'TOt TaUTa Td e,pia, 
7ravTwv €a-n 2 !Cat oetA.oTaTa, !Cat 
avB pclmou<; Kat 'TO V<; KUVa<; !Cat 'TO V<; ae'TOV<; 

!Ca£ sil (3iov &BA.tav. OVIC ola-Ba, erprJ, 
on To Taxa<; oetA.ia<; G''1Jf.L€tov €a-n ; Tot<; ryap 
avTot<; a-up..(3€f3rJ!C€ Tax£a-Tot<; 'T€ eivat 

17 Ka£ avavOpO'T(l'TOt<;. 0 ryovv Ota 'TO 

410 

THE NINTH OR ISTHMIAN DISCOURSE 

law; for they go about wearing crowns and yet 
have won in no contest; and add that I have lent 
a greater lustre to the Isthmian games by having 
myself taken the crown, which ought to be a thing 
for goats, forsooth, to fight over, not for men." 

And on a later occasion when he saw a person 
leaving the race-track surrounded by a great mob 
and not even walking on the earth, but being carried 
shoulder high by the throng, with some following 
after and shouting, others leaping for joy and lifting 
their hands towards heaven, and still others throwing 
garlands and ribbons upon him, he asked, when he 
was able to get near, what was the meaning of the 
tumult about him, and what had happened. The 
victor replied, " I have won the two hundred yards 
dash for men, Diogenes." " And what does that 
amount to? " he inquired; " for you certainly have 
not become one whit more intelligent for having 
outstripped your competitors, nor more temperate 
now than you were, nor less cowardly, nor are you 
less discontented, nor will your wants be less in the 
future or your life freer from grief and pain." 
" No, by heavens," said he, " but I am the fastest 
on foot of all the Greeks." " But not faster than 
rabbits," said Diogenes, " nor deer; and yet these 
animals, the swiftest of all, are also the most 
cowardly. They are afraid of men and dogs and 
eagles and lead a wretched life. Do you not know," 
he added, "that speed is a mark of cowardice? It 
is in the order of things that the swiftest animals 
are likewise the most timid. Heracles, for instance, 

2 .,-Jxun·cl., €cr.,-, Oapps: €cr.,-l .,-ax•cr.,-a.. Emperius proposed 
KaKtcr.,-a for .,-ax•cr.,-a. Wilamowitz deletes .,.&.x•cr.,-a Kal. 
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1 elvat 7roA.Xruv teal p.f, ovvau8at 
teaTa 7l'00ao;- alpeiv TOV\' teateovpryovo;-,2 oea Toiho 
',I..' 't: ' ' , ... , ' \ e..,..opet To 6a teat TOVTO£\' EXP'YJTO E7l'£ TOV\' 
!f>evryovTao;-. C)o;-, 'AXXa Tov gq,'YJ, 
TaXVV lJvTa cp'YJUlV 0 'TT0£'1}7'1,\' avDpetoTaTOV etva£, 
K ' ""' .. e " ' .! ' 'A , , I, a£ 'TTW\', e..,..7J, otu a on Taxvo;- ''" o X'''""evo;- ; 
TOIJ p.ev ryap ''EteTopa €Xeiv oute €ovvaTO teaTtl Tf,v 

lfJ..7}1J ou.dtewv. 
1s Oute aluxvvv. gq,'IJ, 7rparyp.an , • "' , , e I , ,,_ EV Cf' TWIJ '+'aVI\.OTaTWV 'l}ptWIJ xetpWV 'TTE'f'Vtea<;' j 

.. I ., ' t- ' e "'e ' otp,at ryap ue p.7Joe a"'w'Tretea ovvau at 'f' aua£. 
'TTOUOV o€ 7'£ teal gq,eauao;-; IIap' oXlryov, el'Trev, 
6J Atoryeveo;-. Toiho ryap Tot teal TO Oavp.auTov 
€ryeveTo T-ijo;- vlte7J\'. "fluTe, gq,'YJ, 'Trap' {3-ijp,a 

, ' I "A l ' ' evoatp.wv ryeryovao;-. ryap ot tefaTtUTOt 
?jp.ev ol TpexoVTeo;-. Ol o€ ICOpVOO£ 7l'OU(fJ 
8aTTOV vp.ruv SdpxovTa£ TO UTa0£0V; IIT'YJVOl ryap 

19 elutv, et'Trev. OuiCOVV, gq,'IJ 0 AtoryeV'I}\', er7rep TO 
Ta)(vTaTov elva£ KpanuTov €un, 7roXv f]eXnov 
ICOpVOOIJ elvat uxeoov "' 11v8pw'TTOIJ' WUTe Ttl<;' 
a7JOOVao;- ovoev T£ oe'i olteTlpetv ovo€ TOV<;' g'TTO'Tra<;', 
ClTt eryevOVTO JE av8pw7rWV, 001; V'TTO TOV 
p,v8ov XeXeteTa£. 'AXX' €ryr.d, gq,'IJ, 
av8pw7rWIJ TaxvTaTOI; elp.£. Ti se; fl' 
TOt<;' p,vpp.'I}Etv, et'TreV, elteo<;' llXXov llXXov Taxv-
Tepov eivat ; p.f, ovv 8avp.asovutv avTOV ; "' ov 
Oo/Cet UO£ ryeXo'iov etvat er T£\' e8avp,ase p.vpp.7J1Ca 

1 {Jpo.36npos Emperius: {Jpa.36ra.-ros. 
1 1Ca.tw6nous Pflugk: O'Tpa.TTryo/Js. 

1 Achilles, desiring to avenge the death of his friend 
Patroolus, whom Hector had slain, pursued him three times 
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on account of being slower than many and unable 
to catch evil-doers by running, used to carry a bow 
and arrows and to employ them against those who 
ran from him." "But," was the reply," the poet 
states that Achilles, who was very swift-footed, was, 
nevertheless, very brave." "And how," exclaimed 
Diogenes, " do you know that Achilles was swift-
footed? For he was unable to overtake Hector 
although he pursued him all day.l 

"Are you not ashamed," he continued," to take 
pride in an accomplishment in which you are natur-
ally outclassed by the meanest beasts ? I do not 
believe that you can outstrip even a fox. And by 
how much did you beat the man after all? " " By 
just a little, Diogenes," said he; "for you know that 
is what made the victory so marvellous." "So," 
replied Diogenes, " you are fortunate by just one 
stride." " Yes, for all of us who ran were first-
rate runners." "How much more quickly, however, 
does a crested lark get over the course than you ? " 
'' Ah, but it has wings," he said. "Well," replied 
Diogenes, " if the swiftest thing is the best, it is 
much better, perhaps, to be a lark than to be a man. 
So then we need not pity the nightingale 11 or the 
hoopoe a because they were changed from human 
beings into birds according to the myth." "But," 
replied he, " I, a man, am the fl.eetest of men." 
" What of it? Is it not probable that among ants 
too," Diogenes rejoined, " one is swifter than 
another ? Yet they do not admire it, do they ? 
Or would it not seem absurd to you if one admired 

around the walls of Troy but was unable to overtake him. 
See Homer, Iliad 22. 21. 

s Proone, wife of Tereus, was turned into a nightingale. 
8 Tereus was turned into a hoopoe. See Index. 
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20 f7rt Taxet i T£ OE ; 
TPEXOVTe<;, expf]v CTE 

xwXor; 1 gcp(JfJ<; ; 

e£ xwXot '!raVTE<; ol 
I ,/.. " .... \ p,erya 't'POVEtV OTt XW"'OV<; 

Totaiha oe 1rpor; Tov &vepw1rov otaXeryop,evor; 
1roXXovr; e7TotfJCTE Twv 1rapovTwv teaTacppovf]uat 
TOV 7rparyp,aTO<; teatee'ivov avTOV XV7TOV}LEVOV 

21 a7TeX(Je'iv teat 7rOXV Ta'!retvoTepov. TOVTO OE ov 
p,ttepov 7rape'ixe TOt<; av(JpW7rOt<;, 07r0Tf Ttvtl 

22 

' J I \ \ J \ "f: p,aTf}V e7ratpop,evov teat vta 1rparyp,a ovvevo<; a5tov 
"1: A. I" , ' t:) ' ' e5w TOV 't'povetv, uvaTet"'a<; e7rt tJPaxv teat 
acpeX6Jv p,ttcpov Tt TTJ<; avo£ar;, lfla1rep ol Tll 
7recpvurJp,eva tcal. oloovVTa v6gavTer; uTi-
EavTer;.2 

'Ev OE TOVTrf' Oeaaap,evor; i7T7rOV<; ev Trjj avTif 
oeoep,evovr;, g'lrEtTa p,axop,evovr; TE teal. Xaten-

auTOV<;, teat 7rOXVv lJxXov 7rEpteCTTWTar; 
teal. Oewp,evovr;, ;oor; teap,6>v o ;Tepor; gcpvryev 
' If: "(} \ ' ,/, ' \ I a7ropprJr:;ar;, 1rpoue"' wv eaTe't'avwue TOV p,evovTa 

teal. W<; 'IuOp,wvltef]V, lht 
evite'T]CTEV. f7Tl. TOVT'f> ryeXoor; teat Oopvf3or; 
a'!raVTWV, teat TOV t:uoryEV'T] 7roXXot 
teal. TWV aOXf]TWV teaTeryeXwv, teal TtVar; a7TeXOe'iv 
,1.. , 't', , , d ,.. ' , 't'autv ovte tvovTa<; auTour;,-ouot teatew<; ECTtef]-

.,. \ I J I 
VOVV f} teat TOVTOV '1]7TOpOVV. 

1 o3 before X"'AOS deleted by Arnim. Emperius proposed 
o for oil. 

1 For some MSS. have trT'h<Ta.JITES or tr<l<Ta.vTES. 
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an ant for its speed? Then again, if all the runners 
had been lame, would it have been right for you to 
take on airs because, being lame yourself, you had 
outstripped lame men? " 

As he spoke to the man in this vein, he made the 
business of foot-racing seem cheap in the eyes of 
many of the bystanders and caused the winner him-
self to go away sorrowing and much meeker. And 
this was no small service which he rendered to 
mankind whenever he discovered anyone who was 
foolishly puffed up and lost to all reason on account 
of some worthless thing; for he would humble the 
man a little and relieve him of some small part of 
his folly, even as one pricks or punctures inflated 
and swollen parts. 

On this occasion he saw two horses that were 
hitched together fall to fighting and kicking each 
other, with a large crowd standing by and looking 
on, until one of the animals, becoming exhausted, 
broke loose and ran off. Then Diogenes came up 
and placed a crown upon the head of the horse that 
had stood its ground and proclaimed it winner of an 
Isthmian prize, because it had "won in kicking." 
At this there was a general laugh and uproar, while 
many applauded Diogenes and derided the athletes. 
They say, too, that some persons actually left without 
witnessing their performances-those who had poor 
lodgings or none. 



THE TENTH DISCOURSE: 
DIOGENES OR ON SERVANTS 

The tenth Discourse contains Cynic doctrine and belongs 
like the two preceding Discourses to Dio's period of exile. 
He could not consistently have praised the condition of 
being without property except when he was in exile and 
without property himself, and the callousness with which he 
refers to Oedipus' plight would have been out of keeping with 
his later life. 

This Discourse has two parts. In the first it is shown to 
be better to be without a slave or any other piece of property 
if you do not know how to use it, and then the stronger 
statement is made that it is better to have no property at all. 
In the second part it is shown to be very dangerous and 
indeed harmful to consult a god when you do not know how 
to do so; while if you do know, it is unnecessary. To sum 
up : it is better to own no property and to consult no god. 



10. H IIEPI OIKET!lN 

I 'A7rlwv 'lT'OTe AtoryevrJ<; €" Kop£vBov 
uvv€/3aAe «aTa OSOv €vt rrfJv ryvwp£f.Lruv Kat 

ijpETO 'lT'Ot a'lT'Ell'rtV, OVX !!Ju7rep o£ 'lT'OAAOt Ttt 
TotavTa €7rEpwTwutv, €7T'tOetKvut-tevot on ov" 
df.LeAfs aVTo'ic; Ta 7r€p't TfJv cp£Xmv, €1reera 

) / f ) '\ '\. I ) ) tf 

aiCOVUaiJT€<; j.tOVOV a'lT''YJ"-"-a"f'Y}UaiJ' aAA WU7T'€p o£ 
) \ ' I \ ) e " I taTpot avaKpwovut Tou<; au EVOVVTa<; o n ftEA-
A.ovut 'lT'OtE'iv lveKa Toil uvt-t/3ovA.evuat, Kat 71l; 

\ "\. / \ ) I 

ft€V "5"-Evovut, Ta oe a'lT'aryopevovutv, o{hwr; 
UVE!Cptvev 0 AtoryEV'Y}<; TOV avBpw'lT'OV 0 Tt 7rpaTTot. 

2 !Ca£ <l<; Eif>'IJ, Atoryever;, 7T'Op€VOJ.tat el<; AeA.if>ovr; 
Tip BeijJ XP'YJUOJ.tevor;. t-t€A.A.wv oe ota Botwn.Jv 

' I t \ """ (' , ' ""' 1 a7T't€Vat, 0 ryap 'lT'at<; j.t€ 0 j.t€T Ej.tOV 7r0p€VOj.t€VO<; 
• I<;, • ' K I e , , , a7r€opa, vvv E'lT'£ optv ov aTretj.tt' tuw<; ryap &v 

evpotj.tt €1Ce'il TOV 'lT'atoa. /Cat 0 Ato'YeV'Y}<; elTrev, 
" , '8 "'I ''E I WU7r€p etw et, U'lT'OVoaua<;, "7r€tTa, KaTaryeA.atJTE, 
€mxetpe'i<; BeijJ XPfwBat, ov OVVUj.t€VO<; avopa7ro0rp 

I e ) \:"- .... "" ' I 'P' XP'YJUau at ; 'I] ov ooKet uot TOVTO E/Ce£Vov 'YJTTov 
XaA€7T'OV Kat JA.aTTOVa EX€tV K£vovvov TOt<; ov 
OVVaj.teVot<; opBw<; ; T£ o€ Kat /3ovA.o-
j.t€VO<;, e'l1rE, s'IJTe'i<; Tov 'lT'a'ioa ; ov" -ljv 'lT'ovrJpo<;; 

1 Emperius: Ked, 

THE TENTH DISCOURSE: 
DIOGENES OR ON SERVANTS 

ONcE when Diogenes was leaving Corinth for 
Athens, he met an acquaintance on the road and 
asked whither he was going; not, however, as most 
persons ask such questions and thereby make a 
show of interest in their friends' affairs, yet have 
no sooner heard than off they go; no, but just as 
physicians ask the sick what they are planning to 
do, with the idea of giving them counsel and recom-
mending what they should do and what they should 
avoid, so for the same purpose Diogenes asked 
the man what he was doing. And the latter re-
plied, " I am on my way to Delphi, Diogenes, to 
make use ofl the oracle, but when I was about to 
pass through Boeotia, my slave, who was with me, 
ran away, and so I am now bound for Corinth, for 
perhaps I may find the boy At this 
Diogenes replied with that charactenstiC earnest-
ness of his," And so, you ridiculous fellow, are you 
attempting to make use of the god when you are 
incapable of using a slave? Or does not the latter 
strike you as less difficult and dangerous than the 
former for those who are incapable of using things 2 

properly? Besides, what is your object in hunting 
for the boy? Was he not a bad slave? " " Yes, 

1 The Greeks said "make use of" a god or oracle in the 
sense of " consult." 

2 The equivocation arising from the double meaning of the 
verb ("use"= treat, "use"= consult) motivates the dis-
cussion; see especially § 17 fi. 
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3 fia11TC011 rye, erp71, p,aA.urTa" ryap tnr' ep,ov 
aOttCOVf.t€110<;, 7rpor; OE Kat rye110f.t€110<; 1 ••• 

7T'0117Jp011" el ryap aryafJo11 OVK &11 '1/"0Te 
a7reAt7T'€11. "Juoor;, W !:J.torye11E<;, KaKO<; aVTO<; 0011. 

"E ' .... I ,,rk ' ' t' " 7T'€tTa €K€£VO<; f.t€11, €'t'1J• 0"€ 7T0117Jp011 1]ryov-
f.t€110<; ecf>vryev, £'11a {3A.a7rT1JTat V7T'O uoii, uv 
fK€t11011 7T'0111]pov e'lvat Xeryoo11 t1JT€t<;, 2 ;;.,, 

4 r:h , e s • , , Q , , • , • at V7T' av-rov tJOV/\Of.t€110<; ; 'YJ ovx ot 
KUKOt /J,vfJpoo7rOt {3Xa{3epo£ elut TOt<; exovut Kal 
TOt<; xpoop,evotr;, Uv 7"€ cfJpvryer; WO"tV €civ T€ 

'AfJ·rJVa'iot, Uv -re €XeVfJepot Uv -re oovA.ot; Kat-rot 
Kvva ovDetr; KaKOV t1JT€t a7ro-
DpavTa, ol Kat eK/3aA.Xovuw, €av e7raveXfJrr 
' {) ' 'I'\ ' ' ' L ' ' av poo1rov oe 7T'OV1Jpov a7ra"'"a'Yev-rer; ovK a"fa7rw-
utv, aXA.a 7roA.Xa 7rparyp,a-ra exovut Kal TOt<; 
Eevotr; f7T'tO"TeA.A.ov-rer; Kat av-rol a7T'OD7Jf.tOVVTer; Kat 
XP1f.taTa U11aXluKovrer;, 87roo<; Xaf3ooutv avrov.4 

5 Kat 7ro-repov oYet 7rXe£ovr; v7ro Kvvwv 
7T'OV7JPWV ;, v7r' avfJpw7rOOV ; V7TO p,ev rye KVVWV 
cf>avA.oov eva TOV 'AK-raloova rpauw a7roA.eu8at Kat , , . , , e , "' , -rov-roov p,avev-roov· V7ro oe av poo1rwv 't'avA.oov 

el7ret11 eunv 8uot U7roA.wXaut Kal lOtWTat 
Kat /3autA.etr; Kat 7roA.etr; 8A.at, ol p,Ev V7ro 
olKe-rwv, oi v7ro u-rpa-rtoo-rwv Kat oopucf>opoov, 
oi lmo rplXoov -rwwv KaA.ovp,evoov, ol o€ nver; 

6 ' f ' t/ ' , "\. ,.#,.... \ " .. Kat V7rO vteoov Kat aoe"'t'oov Kat ryuvatKoov. apa 
OVV OV p,erya Kepoor;, l)TCp O"Vf.tPV 

1 The lacuna was noted by Casaubon. The omitted words 
obviously mentioned a kindness done to the slave and the 
first part of Diogenes' retort, As showing the line of 
thought Capps suggests : a«ol\ov6os p.ov &rElipa.. "fUP 
li<0'7r0'T'ljll. 
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he certainly was," replied the latter, "for although 
I had done him no wrong and, what is more, had 
made him [my body-servant, he ran away." "Per-
haps] he thought [you were] a bad [master], for if 
he had thought you were a good one, he would 
never have left you." "Perhaps, Diogenes, it was 
because he was bad himself." 

" And so," continued Diogenes, "because he 
thought you were bad, he ran off to avoid injury 
by you, while you are searching for him although 
you say he is bad, evidently with the desire to be 
injured by him! Is it not true that bad men are 
injurious to those who own them or to those who 
use them, whether they be Phrygians or Athenians, 
bond or free? And yet no one hunts for a run-
away dog that he thinks is no good; nay, some 
even kick such a dog out if he comes back; but 
when people are rid of a bad man they are not 
satisfied, but go to a lot of trouble by sending word 
to their friends, making trips themselves, and spend-
ing money to get the fellow back again. Now do 
you believe that more have been hurt by bad dogs 
than by bad men? To be sure we hear that one 
man, Actaeon, was slain by worthless dogs, and 
mad ones at that; but it is not even possible to 
say how many private individuals, kings, and whole 
cities have been destroyed by bad men, some by 
servants, some by soldiers and bodyguards, others 
by so-called friends, and yet others by sons and 
brothers and wives. Is it not, therefore, a great 
gain when one happens to be rid of a bad man? 

• llijl\w Dindorf: ll.ll7Jl\ov. 
a /3l..&.,,.e0'6a.• Dindorf : /3l..d.r,.p «a.l. 
' a.b,.&v Geel: a.b,.ovs. 

4.21 
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Should one hunt and chase after him? That would 
be like hunting after a disease one had got rid of 
and trying to get it back into one's system again." 

The man replied, " What you say is right enough, 
Diogenes, but it is hard for a man who has been 
wronged not to seek redress. That renegade suffered 
no wrong at my hands, as you see, and yet he dared 
to desert me. At my house he did none of the 
work that slaves perfonn, but was kept inside in 
idleness with nothing else to do but to accompany 
me." "Then were you doing him no wrong," 
Diogenes answered, " by keeping him in idleness 
and ignorance and making him as bad as could be ? 
For idleness and lack of occupation are the best 
things in the world to ruin the foolish. Therefore 
he was right in deciding that you were his undoing, 
and he was justified in running off, evidently so as 
to get work and not become worse and worse all the 
time by loafing, sleeping, and eating. But you, 
perhaps, think that it is a trifling wrong when any-
one makes another man worse. And yet is it not 
right to keep away from such a man above all as the 
deadliest and most treacherous of enemies ? " 

" What shall I do then? " he asked, " for I have 
no other domestic." "Well, what will you do," said 
he, "when you have no other shoes and those you 
have hurt and lacerate your feet? Will you not take 
them off as soon as you can and go barefoot? If, 
however, they fall off of themselves, do you tie them 
on again and pinch your feet? Why, sometimes 
barefooted persons get about more easily than those 
who are badly shod; and similarly, many live more 
comfortably and with less annoyance without domes-
tics than those who have many. See what worries 
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9 EXOVTfJJV. ovx opljs TOV'> 7TAOUULOU'>, 07Toua 
7rp&ryf.LaTa gxovutv, oi 8epa7reUovTer; rroVr; 
vouovvTa'> T(;w olKerwv Kat O€Df1-EVO£ laTpwv Kat 
TWV aX'Awv TWV 7rapaf1-€V01JVT(J)IJ ; Kat •tap w-. TO 
7TOAV dfl-€A€tll ahwv Tii dvopa7roOa Kai 

' I ' ..., I \ / t \ OU 7TpOU'€X€tV €11 Tat'> VOUOt'>, TO Jl-€11 Tt V7TO 
aKpaTEia-., TO oe TJ''/0Vf1-€Va, d Tt 7Tcfeot, TOV'> 
O€u7ToTa'> S7Jf1-triluEu8at, ovx aVTOV'>' oi /3€ Jl-aUTt-
ryovvTE'> OU1Jf1-Epat, eT€pot oe 0€Uf1-€VOVT€'>, UAAOt 
OtWKOVT€<; Kat ryap TOt OUT€ a7T00'1)-
f.1-fJuat ovvavmt pqotw-., 07T6Tav OoKf} avTo'i<;, 

10 OUT€ fl-EVOVT€'> aryouut. TO oe 7TaVT(J)IJ 
"f€AOtoTaTOV' JviOT€ a7Topovut OtaKOVWV fl-UXA.ov 
TWV 7T€V1TWV T€ Kat OVK EXOVTWV ovo€va olKET'YJV. 
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the rich have. Some are taking care of their sick 
slaves and wanting doctors and nurses-for it is 
usually the way of slaves to neglect themselves and 
not be careful when sick, partly through lack of 
self-control, partly because they think that if any-
thing befalls them, it will be their master's loss and 
not their own-other rich men inflict corporal 
punishment daily, others put fetters on them, while 
yet others are pursuing runaways. And so it goes; 
they can neither get away from home easily when-
ever they like nor have leisure if they stay at home_ 
And the most absurd thing of all is that they are 
often worse off for help than are the poor who keep 
no servants. Their situation reminds one of the 
centipede-I think you know it-which has innumer-
able feet and yet it is the slowest of creeping things. 
Do you not know that nature has made each man's 
body to be sufficient to serve him ?-feet so as to 
move about, hands to work with and to care for the 
rest of the body, eyes to see, and ears to hear. 
Besides, she has made his stomach of a size in keep-
ing, so that man does not require more nourishment 
than he is able to provide for himself, but this amount 
represents what is quite adequate for each man and 
best and most wholesome. Just as a hand is all the 
weaker for having more fingers than belong there 
naturally, and such a man is called a sort of cripple 
when he has an extra finger on the outside and 
cannot use the other fingers properly ; so when a 
man gets equipped with many additional feet, hands, 
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and stomachs, by heavens, he becomes not a whit 
more efficient for any task whatever, nor does he 
obtain what he must obtain anv better, but rather, 
much less well and with greater difficulty. 

" You now provide food for one person," he con-
tinued, "but then it was for two; and now, if any 
illness attacks you, you will have only yourself to 
treat, but then you had to take care of him, too, 
when he was ill. Now, when you are in the house 
all by yourself, you do not worry for fear that you 
may steal something yourself, nor, when you retire, 
lest your slave be awake and doing some mischief. 
All these things you should surely think about. And 
further, if you have a wife, she would then not have 
considered it her duty to look after you when she 
saw a domestic kept in the family, and she would 
have been likely to annoy you, sometimes by 
quarrelling with him, at other times by being hard 
to suit herself; but now she will be less discon-
tented herself and will take better care of you. 
Then too, wherever there is a servant, the children 
as they come on are at once spoiled and become 
lazier and more overbearing as kmg as there is 
someone to dance attendance upon them, and as 
they have somebody whom they look down upon. On 
the other hand, wherever the children are by them-
selves, they are much more manly and vigorous and 
learn to care for their parents from the very start." 

" But, Diogenes, I am a poor man, and if it should 
not be to my advantage to keep the servant, I shall 
dispose of him." "In that case," he rejoined," are 
you not ashamed, in the first place, to deceive the 
purchaser by selling him a bad slave? For either 
you will conceal the truth or be unable to sell him. 
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Further, if a man sells a cloak or a utensil that is 
not what it purports to be, or an animal that is 
diseased and useless, he must take it back; so, 
by selling you will be none the better off. And 
even if you shall be able to deceive somebody and 
he shall not be aware of the slave's depravity, are you 
not afraid of the money? For perhaps you will buy 
another still worse slave if you chance upon a seller 
who is too shrewd for you. Or perhaps you will use 
the money received for something that will harm you. 
For by no means in every case does money help those 
who have gotten it; but men have suffered many 
more injuries and many more evils from money than 
from poverty, particularly when they lacked sense. 
Are you going to try to secure first, not that other 
thing, which will enable you to derive profit from 
everything and to order all your affairs well, but in 
preference to wisdom are you going to seek riches 
or lands or teams of horses or ships or houses ? 
You will become their slave and will suffer through 
them and perform a great deal of useless labour, 
and will spend all your life worrying over them 
without getting any benefit whatsoever from them. 
Consider the beasts yonder and the birds, how 
much freer from trouble they live than men, and 
how much more happily also, how much healthier 
and stronger they are, and how each of them lives 
the longest life possible, although they have neither 
hands nor human intelligence. And yet, to counter-
balance these and their other limitations, they have 
one very great blessing-they own no property." 

" Well, Diogenes, I believe I shall let my servant 
go, that is, unless he happens to come my way." 
"Well, I declare," exclaimed Diogenes," that would 
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be like your saying that you would not look for a 
horse that bites or kicks, but that if you came 
across him, you would go up to him for the fun 
of being bitten or kicked ! " 

"Enough of that! But why do you object to my 
making use of the god?" "What! I object to 
your making use of the god if you can ! That is 
not what I was saying, but that it is difficult, nay 
rather impossible, to make use of god or man or 
one's own self if one does not know how. To make 
the attempt without knowing how is an extremely 
harmful thing. Or do you think that the man who 
is untrained in the use of horses could make use of 
them? " " I do not." " And that if, on the other 
hand, he should use force, he would get some harm 
from it rather than good?" "True." "Now then, 
will the man ignorant of the use of dogs be able to 
use them ? Or does not the using of a thing imply 
deriving benefit from it?" " I think so." "No one, 
therefore, of those injured by a thing really uses the 
thing by which he is injured, does he?" " Certainly 
not." " If, therefore, a man attempts to use dogs 
without knowing how, will he not receive damage 
from them?" "Very likely." "He, therefore, will 
not be using them either, since use does not properly 
exist where damage results. And this is true not 
only in the case of dogs and horses but of oxen and 
mules also, and-what might surprise you more-
not even the using of an ass or a sheep is a matter 
for inexperienced persons. Or do you not know 
that from the keeping of sheep and the driving 
of asses some derive benefit and others injury? " 
" I do." " Is it not simply because the inex-
perienced necessarily receive damage and those who 
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know benefit, whether it be a question of asses or 
swine or geese or any other creature? " " It 
appears so." 

" Furthermore, can it be that, as regards the use 
of things, the same reasoning does not hold good, 
but that one who has no knowledge of music could 
use a lyre, or would he not be ridiculous for trying, 
not to speak of his accomplishing nothing and ruin-
ing the lyre and breaking the strings? Then again, 
if one who is not a flautist should wish to use the flute 
and appear in the theatres and play upon it, would he 
not be pelted as a punishment and be likely to smash 
his flute into the bargain? And if a man undertakes 
to handle a rudder without knowing how to steer, 
will he not assuredly capsize the boat in short order 
and cause the death of both himself and his fellow-
passengers? Still further, does the use of spear or 
shield do any good when wielded by timid and in-
experienced persons, or rather, would they not by 
such an attempt at use lose not only their weapons 
but their own lives as well? " 

" I grant it, Diogenes," he replied; "but you are 
letting the sun go down with your interminable 
questions." " And is it not better," said he, " to 
let the sun go down if one is listening to useful 
words than to go on an idle journey? " 

" And likewise in almost all cases where practical 
experience in 'using' is lacking, it is difficult to be 
zealous, and the damage is likely to be greater where 
the things concerned are greater. Do you, then, 
think that the ' use ' of an ass is like the ' use ' of a 
horse? " " Of course not." " Well, then, is the 
' use ' of a man like the ' use ' of a god? " "But 
that question does not deserve an answer, Diogenes," 
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1 &s aOTq; Arnim: oz;v ffT"f'· 
2 Emperius: /3a.Tl«v or /3&:rE<a.v. 

1 The first of the three inscriptions known to have been 
inscribed on the temple of Apollo at Delphi. 

2 See Homer, Iliad 20. 74, and compare the Eleventh 
Discourse, § 23. 
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said he. " Is there anyone, then, who can make use 
of himself who does not know himself?" "How 
could he? " replied the other. "Because the one 
who does not understand man is unable to ' use ' 
man? " " Yes, because he cannot." " So he who 
does not understand himself would not be able to 
make use of himself, would he ? " " I believe not." 
" Have you ever heard of the inscription at Delphi: 
' Know thyself'? "1 " I have." " Is it not plain 
that the god gives this command to all, in the belief 
that they do not know themselves? " " It would 
seem so." "You, therefore, would be included in 
the ' all ' ? " " Certainly." " So then you also do 
not know yourself? " " I believe not." " And not 
knowing yourself, you do not know man; and not 
knowing man, you are unable to ' use ' man; and 
yet, although you are unable to ' use ' a man, you 
are attempting to ' use ' a god, an attempt which 
we agree is altogether the greater and more difficult 
of the two. 

" Tell me, do you think Apollo speaks Attic or 
Doric? Or that men and gods have the same 
language? Yet the difference is so great that the 
Scamander river in Troy is called Xanthus 2 by the 
gods, and that the bird kymindis is called chalkis,3 and 
that a certain spot outside the city which the Trojans 
called Batieia was called the Sema Myrines 4 by the 
gods. From this it naturally follows that the oracles 
are obscure and have already deceived many men. 
Now for Homer perhaps it was safe to go to Apollo 

a See Homer, Iliad 14. 291. It is said to have been a. 
black bird of prey, long and slender, which haunted the 
mountains. It has not been identified. 

' "Tomb of Myrina." See Homer, Iliad 2. 813 f. 
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r.apf.t T0v 'A7T0A.A.w lLTe 0£'YAclYrTcp 
Kat 1 E'lrtrrrat-tevrp Tar;; cf>wvas, eZ7rep a'lrauac; 
-/j'lr£UTaTO, a)\.)\.a oA.{ry' /tna, ifJU7r€p o£ OVO 
• ' rr ' •t'' ' ' • M <:- ' • 7J Tpta eputKa etooTec; PTJt-taTa 'YJ 'T}OtKa 'T] 

'Auuvpta TOV<; aryvoovvTa<; 
Se ov oeSotKac; p,T] /tA.A.a Tov Beou A.eryovToc; 

llA.A.a DtaVo7JBfJc;; &u7rep ovv cf>aut Aa£ov EKe'ivov, 
TOV ryevop,evov XpvUL'lr'lrOV epaunjv, 8c; acf)lf€Of.L€VO<; 
elc; tleA.cf>ovc; E7r'17PWTa TOV Beov O'lrW<; avTip f(]'Ot!JTO 
7ra'ioec;. exp7JU€V ovv ryevviiv "' EK'Tl8evat 

25 ryevv?}uavTa. oihw Se avo7JToc; 1]v o Aai"oc; /!JuTe , "', ,.. e ... , , , , ap,'f'oTepa 7rapaKouuat Tov eov· Kat ryap eryevv7Jue 
Kat OVK 2 eBpe1frev. E'lr€lTa Kat auTO<; a'lrWA€TO 

\ "" 1' ' ,.. f 'to-., " ' I Kat war;; o OtKO<; avTou, otoTt aouvaToc; wv ewexet-
P7JU€ Tip 'AwoA.A.wvt xvijuBat. ryap Taum 
axovuac; TOV OlU7roOa OVK tiv 0 Se 
oZKot Tpacpelc; ovK tiv awEKTEtve Tov Aa£ov, 

26 E'lrtuTap,evoc; on avTov waZc; eZ7J. Kat Totvvv Ta 
wept KpoZuov aK?}Koac; TOV Avoov, 8c; nryovp,evoc; 
we£BeuBat Tip veip wav-roc; p,iiA.A.ov Kat otaf3ar; Tov 
7r0Taf.LOV TOV "AA.vv, apxi)v awe{3aA.e, Kat 
auTO<; EV 'lrEOatr; €0€87], Kai oA.£ryov KaTEKaVB7J swv. 
" ' " rl.. I .,. K , , 'i:' ' d 'YJ UV Olft 'f'POV£f.LWT€p0<; ElVat potUOV, avopo<; OVTW 

1 teal added by Emperius. 
• ob" added by Geel. Bude adopts Schwartz' proposal 

/Cal IIJ\Aos ' 

1 King of Thebes, the father by Jocasta of Oedipus who 
unwittingly slew him, married Jocasta, and then bllnded 
himself on learning the relationship. 

2 A son of Pelops, carried off by Laius. 
3 The oracle can mean (1) not to beget; or if he did, to 

expose the infant; (2) not to beget, or if he did not to expose 
the infant. ' 
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at Delphi, as being bilingual and understanding the 
dialects-if he really did understand them all and 
not just a few things, like persons who know two 
or three Persian, Median, or Assyrian words and 
thus fool the ignorant. 

" But how about you? Have you no fear lest, 
when the god says one thing you may understand 
another? As, for instance, the story of the famous 
Laius,l the man who became the lover of Chry-
sippus ; 2 when he had gone to Delphi, he asked 
the god how he might have issue. The god bade 
him 'not to beget, or, having begotten, to ex-
pose.' And Laius was so foolish as to misunder-
stand both commands of the god,3 for he begot a son 
and did not rear him. Afterwards both he and all 
his house were destroyed, all because he had under-
taken to ' make use of' Apollo when he lacked the 
ability. For if he had not received that oracle, he 
would not have exposed Oedipus, and the latter, 
having been reared at home, would not have slain 
Laius, for he would have known that he was his son. 
Then you have heard the story about Croesus,t the 
Lydian, who, imagining that he was most faithfully 
carrying out the behests of the god, crossed the river 
Halys,6 lost his empire, was bound in chains himself, 
and barely escaped being burned alive. Or do you, 
pray, think that you are wiser than Croesus, a man 

' King of Lydia, who having consulted the oracle at Delphi 
as to whether he should march against Persia, received the 
answer that if he did he would destroy a great empire. 
Herodotus (1. 53 ff.) quotes the oracle and tells the story. 

6 The most important river of Asia Minor, empties into 
the Euxine or Black Sea, near Sinope, and used to form the 
boundary between the Lydian empire and that of the Medes 
and Persians. 
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"\ I \ , 'B' , ' 'fT"f\,OUITtOV /Cat TOITOVTWV av pW7TWV apxovTO<; Kat 
Io:>..wvt ITV"f"fEVOflEVOV Kat a:\:\otr:; 7Tafl'TT"OAAOtr:; 

27 ITO<fltiTTatr:;; TOll oe 'Op€1TT1JV /Cat aiJTOV 
opfir:; EV Ta'ir:; Tpary(f'Oiatr:; E"f/CaAOVVTa TW BeEp Kat 

,.1..1 C I I ( f3 ' 1 flEfl't'OflEVOV, 07TOTE f.LatVOlTO, W<; ITVfl OVAEVITaVTO<; 
EICe{vov fl1JTEpa a7TOICTe'ivat. /CaLTOl VOfll'€ 

' 'A ,.., .., .., , • ' ' , t: TOV . 'fT"Of\,1\,(J)Va xa"'E'TT"OV 7'l 1J atiTxpov 7rpOITTac;at 
TOt<; €pwTWITlV airrov. a:\:\' ihep el7rov, 
Tfjl BeEp aovvaTot llvTer:;, e7Tetm E7TtXetpouvTer:;, ovx 
ahovr:;, a:\:\' EICEtVOV alnwvTat. 

,, B" A.''t: '' .:;,V OVV, eaV flO£ 7TEliT rJ<;, 'f'V"'ac;TJ !{;at 7TpOTepov 
ryvwvat ITEauTov, e7TetTa €av 

28 ooKiJ ToTe 1jo1J pavTEVITrJ. p'Ev ryap olf.Lai 
IT€ fl'Y}Oev paVTelar:; vovv exoVTa. /Cat 

'I "\. I '..I. \ ' ryap O'T] opa, eav ITE Ke"'EVITTJ rypa'l'etv Kat avaryt-
"fVWIT/Cetv opBwr:; rypappaTl/COV OVTa, ov 
rypappaTa S'€ elowr:;, Kat pry Tov Beov 
/CaTa TP07T0ll rypa'fretr:; Kat avaryvWIT'[/o opo[wr:; (;;(; 
""\. "\. ( "" I '\ (.} "\. I \ a"'"'O OTLOVll 7rpaTTEtll, €all ITOt fl'T] 
E'TT"liTTaflEll(fl, ovx olor:; TE EITEl. Kat 'ijv opBwr:; ov 
0 I \ ' ' ' +.. \ \ t I VV'T]IT'[! fl'TJ E7TtiTTapevor:;, ovo av KaTa T'T]V 1Jfl€pav 
eKaiTT1JV Tov 'A 7ro:\:\w €vox:>..fir:; Kat povw 

vovv o€ exwv "fliWIT'[/ a7ro ITeavTov o ;{ 
' , ' \ ITOl 7rpa1CT€0ll €1T7'l /Cat O'TT"W<;, 

29 ''0 S€ e:\a8€ flE 1 7T€pt TOV Olot7ToDor:; el7Te'iv, OTt 
, A'A.' , , ... B , ""' Et<; fl€V OU/C 1]"' € paVTEVITOflEVO<;, T(fl 0€ 

TetpEITLfl perya:\a Ka/Ca a7TEAaVITE Tijr:; 

1 lA.a8l p.e Geel: lA.a8•v. 

1 Son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, who, having slain 
his mother for having slain his father, went mad and was 
pursued by the Furies. Dio has in mind such passages as 
Eur. Orestes 285 ff., I phigeneia in Tauris 77 ff. 
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of such wealth, who ruled over so many people and 
had met Solon and a great many other wise men? 
As for Orestes,l I presume you see him also in 
tragic performances inveighing against the god in 
his fits of madness, and accusing him as though he 
had counselled him to slay his mother. But do not 
imagine that Apollo ever ordered those that consult 
him to commit any dreadful or disgraceful act. It 
is as I said: although men are incapable of ' using' 
the god, they go ahead, try, and then blame him 
and not themselves. 

" You, then, if you follow my advice, will take 
heed and aim first to know yourself; afterwards, 
having found wisdom, you will then, if it be your 
pleasure, consult the oracle. For I am persuaded 
that you will have no need of consulting oracles if 
you have intelligence. Why just consider! If the 
god bids you to read and write correctly when you 
have no knowledge of letters, you will not be able 
to do so; but if you know your letters, you will 
read and write well enough, even without any com-
mand from the god. In the same way, if he advises 
you to do anything else when you do not know 
how, you will not be in a condition to obey. You 
will not be able to live properly, either, if you do 
not know how, even though you importune Apollo 
day after day and he gives you all his time. But 
if possessed of intelligence, you will know of yourself 
what you ought to do and how to go about it. 

"There is one thing, however, that I forgot to say 
about Oedipus : He did not go to Delphi to consult 
the oracle but fell in with Teiresias 2 and suffered 

2 A Theban and one of the most famous soothsayers of 
antiquity. 
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Otlt avTOV t1ryvotav. 
rylip C$n TV uvveryeveTo elutv 

• •e • 1 ' ' , , aVTCf.J p.ETa TaVTa, OEOV 
1Cpfl'7TTE£V TOtiTO 'fJ '7TOtfjuat VOp.tp.OV 87JfJa{ot<;, 
'7Tp(;JTOV p.EV '7Tauw e'7T0{7JUE cpavepov, 

efJoa p.erya"Aa, C$n TOOV ahrov 
, , \ "\ "'' \ "' , "' ' 'Tt"aT7Jp EUT£ ICa£ ICa£ aVT'YJ<; ryvvatiCO<; 

30 ol OE OVIC aryavaiC-
TOVUtJI ovoe ot ovoe TOOV OVIDV 

ovoe ol Ilepua£, OOICOVU£ TOOV 
ICaTlt 'Aulav aptUTOt. OE 
eTVcpAIDUEV aVTOV' l'7TE£Ta 
lflu'7Tep ov fJ"Ae'7TIDV '7T"Aavau0at. 

Kat aiCOVUM lcp'YJ, p.ev, w ' e I < I J e I J ,/.. I avatu 'T}ToTaTOV a'7TaVTIDV av pro'7Trov 
TOJI Ol0:7rovv· oi oe oroVTa£ OVIC 6VTVXij 
/LEV ryEveuBa£ t1v0piD7rOV, UVVETOV oe '7TaJITIDV 
p.a"AtuTa' p.ovov ryovv avTov "Avuat To afvtryp,a 
.... ,.. I \ • A I ... I M' , ,,.. 31 ICa£ o 'I'} ryap, e..,'YJ, 

l"Avue TO arvtryp.a; OVIC C$n 
Jl (J J \ J /"'> < f: < av pw'7Tov avTov EIC€1\.evue ryvrovat 7J o oe 
t1v8pW7rOV p.ev g eunv oihe el'7TEV oihe lryvro· TO 
oe IJvop.a Ta TOV avB PW'7TOV "Aeryrov rjleTO "Aeryetv TO. 
eproTwp.evov• lflu7rEp ef T{ euT£ 

0 OE P.'YJOEV ef'Tt"O£ '7T"Aeov TOV 
on eryd> oe Tov on 
f rl,._f f! J (J' J I ' 4 \ f 32 'YJ TJ ap.a ta EUTW' TaVT'YJV OVV ICa£ '7TpO-

1 A she-monster who took up her position on a rock near 
Thebes and propounded the following riddle to all who passed 
by : What walks on four legs in the morning, on two at 
noon, and on three in the evening ! She threw from the 
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great calamities from that seer's divination on account 
of his own ignorance. For he knew that he had con-
sorted with his own mother and that he had children 
by her; and subsequently, when perhaps he should 
have concealed this or made it legal in Thebes, in 
the first place he let everybody know the fact and 
then became greatly wrought up, lifted up his voice 
and complained that he was father and brother at 
once of the same children, and husband and son of 
the same woman. But domestic fowls do not object 
to such relationships, nor dogs, nor any ass, nor do 
the Persians, although they pass for the aristocracy 
of Asia. And in addition to all this, Oedipus 
blinded himself and then wandered about blind, as 
though he could not wander while still keeping his 
sight." 

The other on hearing this replied," You, Diogenes, 
make Oedipus out to be the greatest dullard in the 
world; but the Greeks believe that, though he was 
not a fortunate man, he was the most sagacious of 
all men. At any rate they say that he alone solved 
the Sphinx's 1 riddle." At this Diogenes broke into 
a laugh and said, " He solve the Sphinx's riddle! 
Have you not heard that the Sphinx prompted him 
to give the answer ' man '? As to the meaning of 
'man,' however, he neither expressed himself nor 
knew, but when he said the word ' man ' he thought 
he was answering the question. It was just as if 
one were asked, ' What is Socrates? ' and should 
give no other answer than the word ' Socrates.' I 
I have heard someone say that the Sphinx stands 
for stupidity; that this, accordingly, proved the ruin 

rock all who could not answer it; but when Oedipus gave 
the right answer, she leaped down from it herself. 
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-repov Dtaf/JOe'ipat Kal viiv, ovDev 
€wuav eloevat, lhe av8po:J7rrov ap,aOeu-ra-

p,ev ovv p,aAA6v -rt aluOaveu-e . , , , "', at au-rrov -rov ve tvt'Tf'ova, uo..,..ro-ra-
-rov i}ry'T}uap,evov av-rov elva£ Kal Ota'TT'ef/Jevryevat 

'i,Plryrya Kat 71'e£uav-ra 
TOVTO, KaK£UTa a'Tf'OAeuOat. l5uo£ rya.p liv . "' , 9 .. ", , 71'€£U rout UO't'O£ 6£Va£, OVTO£ 71'01\.V 6£UtV 
a8A£WTEpot TWV IJ.AAfA>V a'Tf'aVTfA>V' Kal gun TOLOV-

' ,.. ,1,. " I -rov TO -rrov uo..,..tu-rrov 
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of the Boeotians in the past just as it does now,l 
their stupidity preventing their knowing anything, 
such utter dullards they are ; and that while the 
others had an inkling of their ignorance, Oedipus, 
who thought that he was very wise and had escaped 
the Sphinx, and who had made the other Thebans 
believe all this, perished most miserably. For any man 
who in spite of his ignorance deludes himself with 
the belief that he is wise is in a much sorrier plight 
than anyone else. And such is the tribe of sophists.'' 

1 The stupidity of the Boeotians was proverbial. 
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THE ELEVENTH DISCOURSE 
MAINTAINING THAT TROY 
WAS NOT CAPTURED 

The eleventh Discourse is interesting to us because it con-
tains a great deal of the criticism of Homer from Plato's 
time down; and because it seems to be so evidently just a 
" stunt " to show what could be done to disprove what 
everyone believed to be a fact, some would assign it to the 
period before Dio's exile when he was a sophist. H this 
view is accepted, then the hostility Dio shows to the sophists 
is simply a pretence to make his auditors forget that he is a 
sophist himself, though he is at that very time performing 
one of the sophists' most characteristic acts. Others feel 
that in view of the self-assurance of the speaker and the 
skill with which he presents his arguments, the speech 
belongs to Dio's riper years and that he had some serious 
purpose in delivering it. 



11. TIIEP TOT IAION MH 
AA!lNAI 

1 OXoa fLEV lrywrye axeoov OT£ Otoai1K€£V f'fV 
avBprfnrov<; chraV'Ta<; xaA.e?Tov fCTTtV, €ga7Ta'Tiiv oe 
Prfowv. Kat f'avOavovCTt f'EV f'D"f£<;, €av 'Tt Kat 
wiBooCTt, ?Tap' oA.tryoov 'TWll elOoToov, Jga?TaTwv'Tat 
o€ TaXtCT'Ta lJ7TO 7TOAAWll TWV OVIC elOO'T(JJll, /Cat ov 
fLOVOV rye tJ?To Twv ct:\A.oov, a:\A.a Kat avTot vf/>' 
ahwv. TO f'EV ryap aA.:ryOe<; 7Tt!Cpov f(]"Tt /Cat 
U1]0E<; TOt<; TO o€ -tevoo<; "fAVICV /Cat 

2 7rpou1Jv€s. CfJaTrEP olJ..Lat Kal Tote; vouoVut ,.a, 
l>f'Jl-aTa To fLEV cpw<; avtapov opav, To o€ CTICoTo<; 
&A.v?Tov Kat f/>iA.ov, ov" €wv (3:\e?Tetv. lj 7Tw<; &v 
rCTxve Ttt -tev01] 7TOAAUIC£<; 7TAEOll 1 'TWll aA.1]0wv, 
el f'n ot' T]oovnv €vl!Ca; 

XaA€7TOV o€, W<; lf/>1Jll, l>li'To<; 'TOV OtOaCTIC€£ll, TW 
\ " ' \ '1' '1' ' ,, ' ?TaVTt xa"'€7T(JJ'T€pov 'TO f'€TaotoaCTIC€lV, a:\:\oo<; T€ 

omv 'TCOAVll Ttll€<; XPOVOV 6JCTt 'Ttt -twof] UIC1JICOO'T€<; 
!Cat f'n fLOVOV av'TOt Jg1]7Ta'T1Jf'EVO£, aA.:\a Kat oi 
7Ta'Tepe<; au'TWV !Cat oi 7Ta7T7TO£ Kat CTXeOov rrav'Te<; 

3 oi 7rpoTepov. ov ryap fCT'Tt f4owv 'TOVToov af/>eA.-
' 0 \ 't: ' '1'' ' 't: ' eCT at T1Jll oosav, ovo av ?Tavv 'Tt'> eseA.eryXTJ· 
Ka0a7rep olf'a£ 'TWV 'Ttt vrro(3oA.tfLata ?TatDapta 
OpetaV'T(JJll xaA€7TOll iJCT'T€pov af/>eA.eCTOat TUA1]8ij 

1 71"ll.lov added by Emperius. 

THE ELEVENTH DISCOURSE 
MAINTAINING THAT TROY 
WAS NOT CAPTURED 

I AM almost certain that while all men are hard 
to teach, they are easy to deceive. They learn with 
difficulty-if they do learn anything-from the few 
that know, but they are deceived only too readily 
by the many who do not know, and not only by 
others but by themselves as well. For the truth is 
bitter and unpleasant to the unthinking, while false-
hood is sweet and pleasant. They are, I fancy, like 
men with sore eyes-they find the light painful, 
while the darkness, which permits them to see 
nothing, is restful and agreeable. Else how would 
falsehood often prove mightier than the truth, if it 
did not win its victories through pleasure? 

But though, as I have said, it is hard for men to 
learn, it is immensely more difficult for them to 
unlearn and learn over again, especially when they 
have been listening to falsehood for a long time, and 
not only they themselves, but their fathers, their 
grandfathers, and, generally speaking, all former 
generations have been deceived. For it is no easy 
matter to disabuse these of their opinion, no matter 
how clearly you show it to be wrong. I presume 
it is the same as when people have brought up 
supposititious children: it is hard to get these away 
from them afterwards when you tell them the truth, 
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A.eryovTa, &, rye Ell apxv g<f>paCTeV, OUK 
llv 'TrOT€ aveiA.oVTO. oihw oe TOUTO lCTxvpov ECTT£11, 

&JCTT€ 7rOAAOt Ta KaKa p.aAAOII 7r pOCT'TrOtOUVTat 
Kat op.OAO"fOUCT£ KaB' afJTWII, WCT£ 7r€7r€tCTp.evot 
7rpoTepov, lj Tarya(}a f'€Ta XPOIIOII 

4 OuK a_v ov11 Bavp.aCTatp.t Kat 
el p.eA.A.otTe 1 7rtCTToT€pov "Op.'YJpov Ta 
xaA.t:7rWTaTa "[reuCTdp.€11011 Ka()' iJp.wv lj €p.€ 
TaA.'YJ{}FJ A.eryovTa, KaKe'ivoll p.ev iJ7roA.af3e£11 {)e£ov 
llvopa Kat CTo<f>ov, Kat 

Ta g'Tr'YJ OtDaCTK€lV oveev aA.A.o lj 
exovTa KaTa Kat OVK aA.'YJ()e/s, 
Ef'OU Oe avexotCT8e Ta lfvTa Kat "f€VOf'€Va 

on eTeCTtll fJCTTepov 
5 ryeryova. KaiTot <f>aCTt p.ev ol 7roA.A.o£ TOll xpovov 

TWV 7rparyp.tLTWII Kat 2 aptCTTOII elvat, 0 Tt 

o' dll aKOVWCT£ p.eTa 'TT'OAVV XPOIIOII, ota TOUTO 
llmCTTOV vop.i,ovCTtll. el p.ev ov11 7rap' 
JToA/-1-WV UIITtAE"fElll 'Op.l}prp Kat 7rO{'YJCTtV 
auTOU oetKIIVIIat "[revo-PJ m:pl Ta !-1-E"ftCTTa, TVXOV 
.. ' I J1 (} I ' 1.... 'I: 1/3 .... av 'YJX OIITO p.ot Kat €c;€ a"'-
AOV, el 7rap' EKelvwv €<f>atiiOf'1Jll a<f>avi,wll 
Kat Kaeatpwv· oe 0£Katoll ECTT£ xaptv 
eloevat Kat aKpoaCTeat V7rep ryap TWII 
vp.eTepwv 7rporyo11wv ECT'TT'OVOaKa. 

6 ITpoA.eryw oe vp.'iv 07"' TOVTOVS' 

1 p.b..Ao<Te added by Cohoon. 

THE ELEVENTH OR TROJAN DISCOURSE 

but if you had told them in the beginning, they 
would not have undertaken to rear them. So strong 
is this tendency that many prefer to claim bad 
children and to acknowledge them, to their own 
disadvantage, as their own, if they have originally 
believed them to be so, rather than good children 
of whom they learn long afterward. 

Therefore, I should not be surprised at you, men 
of Ilium, if you were going to put greater faith in 
Homer, notwithstanding his most grievous misstate-
ments against you, than in my present statement 
of the truth, and hold him to be a wise and inspired 
man, and to teach your children his epic from their 
very earliest years, though he has nothing but 
denunciation for your city, and untruthful at that, but 
should refuse to listen to me when I tell the facts 
as they occurred, just because I was born many 
years later than Homer. And yet most people say 
that time is the very best judge of things, but 
whenever they hear anything after a long lapse of 
time, they consider it incredible for that very reason. 
Now if I had the hardihood to contradict Homer 
before the Argives and to show the error in his poetry 
regarding the most important things, perhaps it 
would be natural for them to be angry at me and 
drive me from their city if they saw that I was 
dispelling and destroying the reputation which their 
city has derived from that source. You, on the other 
hand, should be grateful and hear me gladly, for I 
have been zealous in defence of your ancestors. 

I wish to say at the outset that this discourse 

z The loss of something before Kal is probable, and 
Wilamowitz proposed p.ri(YTupa. Reiske deleted Kal. The 
words sound like an iambic quotation. 
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must be delivered before other audiences also, and 
that many will hear about it, of whom some will not 
comprehend it, while others will pretend to treat it 
lightly though they really do not, and yet others 
will attempt to refute its arguments, especially, I 
suppose, the miserable sophists. I know quite well 
that it will not please you, I suppose, either. For 
most men are so completely corrupted at heart by 
opinion that they would rather be notorious for the 
greatest calamities than suffer no ill and be unknown. 
Even the Argives, I believe, would not wish that 
the events told of Thyestes, Atreus, and the house 
of Pelops had happened otherwise, but would be 
greatly displeased if anyone disproved the myths set 
forth in the tragic poets by asserting that Thyestes 
did not defile the wife of Atreus and that the latter 
did not slay his brother's sons nor cut them up and 
then serve their remains as a feast for Thyestes, or 
that Orestes did not kill his own mother. Should 
any man make any such assertions, they would feel 
aggrieved on the ground that they were being 
insulted. I believe, too, that the feelings of the 
Thebans would be exactly the same, should anyone 
assert that there was no truth in their tales of woe 
and insist that Oedipus did not kill his father or 
wed his mother or blind himself, or that his sons 
did not die before the walls, each by the other's 
hand, or that the Sphinx did not come and devour 
the children of the city. Nay, on the contrary, 
they are delighted to hear that the Sphinx was sent 
to molest them because of Hera's anger, that Lai:us 
was slain by his son and that Oedipus, after what 
he did and suffered, wandered in blindness, and that 

l ovlle Emperius: oliTe, 
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aXXov {3autA.€ror;; ain·wv Kat 'rij<; 7TOX€ro<; olKtU'rOV, 
, AJ.Ltf>iovo<;' 'rOV<; 7Ta'ioar;;' ave pdmrov KaXXiuTovr;; 
rycvoJ.Levovr;;, Ka'ra'rogeu()ijvat tJ7To 'A7ToA.Xrovor;; Kat 
'ApTEfL£00<;' Kat 'raV'ra Kat avXovV'rWV Kat 
aOOV'rWV av€xov'rat 7Tap' aV'rOt<; f.v 'rfp eechpro Kat 
' ()I "()" \ I > f 
'r£ eautv a "'a 7T€pt 'rOV'rWV, or;; av otKTpo'ra'ra 
er7TTJ 7T€pt avTWV 'rOV 8£ el7Tovm OO<; ov 

10 ry€ryovev ovof.v aU'rWV EK(3aXA.ovutv. elr;; 'rOV'rO 
J.Laviar;; oi 7ToA.Xot f.X'Y]A.Maut Kat oihro 7Tavv o 

> I > () \ ' 'rV't'O<; aU'rWV K€Kpa'r'Y}KEV. €7Tt VfLOVUt ryap ro<; 
7TA.€tU'rOV V7TEp av'rWV ryiryveueat Xoryov· 07TO'iov 
o€ nva, oM€v JLEA.et avTo'ir;;. oA.ror;; of. 7rauxetv 
JLEV ov ()€Xovut 'rtt oetva ota OetXiav, tj>o{JovJLEVOt 
'rOV<; 'rE (}avaTOV<; Kat 'rtt<; aA.ry1]'80var;;, oo<; OE 
7Ta8ov'r€<; JLV1]JLOV€Veu()at 7T€pt 7ToA.Xov 7TOtOVV-
Tat. 

11 'Eryw of. oiJ()' VJL'iv xaptsoJ.Levor;; oM' 
OtatpepOJL€VO<; ovo€ 'rij<; oog1J<; tj>()ovwv EKeivrp, 
7T€tpaUOJ.Lat 0€tKVV€tV oua fLOt OoKei ,Yeuoij 
elp'Y)KEVat 7Tep';, 'rWV f.veaoe 7TparyJ.La'rrov, OVK aXXo-
()€v 7To()ev, aXX' f.g ail'rijr;; Tijr;; f.Xeryxrov, 
'rfp 'r€ aX'T}()e£ f3o1Jewv Kat J.LaA.tum Ota 
, Ae'T}viiv, 07T(1)<; OoKfj aOLKro<; Otatj>()e'ipat 
ahijr;; 7roA.tv JL7JOE f.va.vTia {JovA.eu()at Tfp avTijr;; 
7TaTpi, ovx o€ Ota ''Hpav Kab 

12 'AcppoOLT'YJV. Oetvov ryap JLEV rrjJ uvvovuav 
vop.iuat 1 iKavov TOV av'rij<; eroov<;, el 

1 Possibly L>.la or, with Reiske, ab.,.l.v should be inserted 
after vop.lcra<. 

1 Amphion had seven sons and seven daughters by his 
wife Niobe. They were all slain by Apollo and Artemis 
because Niobe, on account of the number of her children, 
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the sons of an earlier king, Amphion,l who founded 
the city, were slain by the arrows of Apollo and 
Artemis because they were the fairest among men. 
These are the themes that they can endure to hear 
interpreted by the flute or song in their theatres, and 
they offer prizes for the most pathetic interpretation 
of the story in words or in music; but the man 
who says that none of these things occurred they 
expel from their city. So far have the majority 
carried their folly, and so completely has their 
infatuation got the better of them. They want to 
be talked about as much as possible, but as to the 
nature of what is said, they care not a whit. 
Generally speaking, men are too cowardly to be 
willing to undergo severe suffering, since they 
fear death and pain, but they highly prize being 
mentioned as having so suffered. 

But as for me, desiring neither to gain your favour 
nor to quarrel with Homer, much less to rob him of 
his fame, I shall try to show all the false statements 
I think he has made with regard to the events 
which happened here, and I shall use no other 
means of refuting him than his own poetry. In this 
I am simply defending the truth, and for Athena's 
sake especially, that she may not be thought to 
have destroyed her own city unjustly or to have set 
her will against her father's; but I speak no less in 
behalf of Hera and Aphrodite also. For it is passing 
strange that the consort of Zeus 2 did not consider 
him a competent judge of her beauty unless it 

had boasted of her superiority over their mother Leto who 
had only two. 

2 Hera, the wife of Zeus, Athena, and Aphrodite claimed 
at the marriage of Peleus and Thetis the golden apple inscribed 
" to the fairest." 
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apeuat /€at TWII Ell "Iov floVI€0AftJV evl, OE 
, , , , ,,... , '}'. 'A"' ll'' apX'TJII v1rep T?J 'f'poutT'{J, 7rpeu-

Q , ,.. , .. ft K , 'll' f'JVTaT'T}V 'f'aut€ouua11 ewat TOOV po11ov 7Taturov, 
roe; auTor;''OJ.''T)por; 

/€a£ J.'€ 7rpeu/BvTaT'1JV TE/€€TO Kpollor; aryi€VAO-
J.'1T7Jr;, 

13 €Tt OE oihro xaXe7Tror; OtaTeB.qvat 7Tpor; TOll ITapw, 
' \ t I"'"' \ I I t to-\ ,.. aUT'T}V €7TtTp€'Y aua11 T'T}V 1€ptu£V' l€a£TO£ OVU€ TOOII 

· e ' .. .. · '·'- ll'' • e ' av pro7TOOII or; all €7TtTp€'Y U ota£Tall, EX pov 
TOV eall 0£1€auv "aB' eaVTOII' 

OE rye 'Aq,po0£T'T}II ofJ-rror; aluxpav Kat l£Otl€011 
Kat auvl'q,opov OOVIIa£ oropeall,l€atJ.''T)Oeva e ... , ' 'E" ' , \l' ... , ' at 11.07011 J.''T)T€ TTJf; 11.EII'T}f; ao€11.'t''TJ'; OVCT'TJ'; J.''TJT€ 
TOV 'Axegallopov TOV 7Tpot€pL11aVTOr; &.xxa 

TOtOVTOII ryaJ.'OII ot' &v auTO<; T€ 

€1-'eXXe11 a1roXXvuBat "al ol ryo11e'ir; aurov "al 
14 ., , \l' , , t: .. \l' • \l' \ \ 7!"01\.tf;. ET£ 0€ OVI€ at;LOII OtJ.'at 7TaptoE£11 OVO€ TO 

Tf]r; 'Exev7J<;, Tov dtor; XeryaJ.'ev11 Bvryar7Jp out 
\ ' "'-, D' , , ' I J.'€11 T1JII aotl€011 't'1JI''TJII 7TEpt"'o7Jror; E7T atuXVII?J 

ryeryove, ota OE avrf]<; lcrxvll Beo<; EVOJ.'LCTB'T) 
7Tapa ro'ir;"EXX'I1tTtll. aXX' lJJ.'OO<; V7TEp T'T)A£1€0VT(JJII 
lJVTor; Tov Xoryov TtvEr; rro11 uoq,turroll &.ue{Be'i11 J.'E 

aiiTtXeryoVTa 1€al 
ota/3aXXetv 1rpor; Ta ovuT'1JIIa J.'€tpat€ta, 6111 el'ol 
eXaTTOOV Xoryo<; EtTTtV "' 7Tt811€(JJII. 

1 Paris, a shepherd on Mt. Ida near Troy, being made 
judge, awarded it to Aphrodite, who had promised him the 
fairest woman as wife. 

2 Iliad 4. 59. 
8 Both were daughters of Zeus. 
' The translation tries to reproduce the apparently in-
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should be pleasing to one of the shepherds of Ida 1 

also, and that she had any contest at all with 
Aphrodite for the prize of beauty, she who asserted 
that she was the eldest of the children of Cronus, 
as Homer himself has expressed it in the verse, 

" Me as the eldest child hath Cronus the crafty 
begotten." 2 

Furthermore, it is strange that she became so 
bitterly disposed towards Paris when she herself 
had entrusted the judgment to him; and yet, even 
in human affairs, the man who refers a dispute to 
arbitration does not regard the arbitrator as an 
enemy when the decision is not in his favour. It 
is strange also that Aphrodite should have bestowed 
a gift so scandalous, so fraught with evil and in-
justice, and that she was so regardless both of 
Helen, her own sister,a and of Paris, who had de-
cided in her favour, but rewarded the latter with 
such a marriage that he was destined through it 
to ruin himself, his parents, and his city. Further-
more, the position of Helen, in my judgment, should 
not be ignored either; for she, the reputed daughter 
of Zeus, has become through unjust report a byword 
for disgrace, and yet has been held as a deity 
among the Greeks on account of her grace.' Yet, 
though such very serious matters are involved in the 
present discussion, some of the sophists will declare 
that I am guilty of impiety in gainsaying Homer 
and will seek to slander me to their wretched 
disciples, for whom I care less than for so many 
monkeys. 
tentionaJ play on the similarity of sound in aluxvvn and 
laxvv. The latter word means rather 'power' or 'might.' 
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15 Ilpw'Tov p,ev ovv cpacn 'Tov "Op,7Jpov !nro 
'T€ Kat 7rpocratT€tV €v 'Tfj 'EA-A.aot• 'TOV s, , t' , , ·'· , e , e TOtoVTOV aovvaTOV 'T}ryovvTat 'I' evrrarr at 

, <:' <:'' '1:'• .. ' ' xaptv 'TWV OWOV'TWV, OVO av 'Ta 'TOtaVTa A€"f€£V 

o7Tota EKeivotc; KaB' lrrerrBat• 
' t'\ ' , 1:'' rl. ' ' ' oe vvv ovoev 'f'arrw vryus Ai.ryetv, 

'8' J \ .,._ ' I J f I ov e p,apTvpa av eKetvwv ovoeva 7T'0£7]-
rrat'TO l17rep ovo€ 

16 , , ,.. , , , " e " , 1rap avTwv a7rooexovTat a/\,1] trrarrt ryap " , e , f' , , , , 
OT£ 7ravTa V7T A-eryovrrtv. 
,, S' ' I ' ' t ""' ' t'o\ €7T'€t'Ta € €tp1]KaU"t Ji-€V 7T'TWX'f>• oe 

p,atvop,evp amipxerrBat, Kat p.aA-A.ov oroV'Ta£ , , ,.., , ,.. , , 
TOTE KaTaryvwvat aUTOV Ji-aVtaV TaA'Y} 1] 

X' "' .r, <:- ' , ' " , ' 7J 'I' €VOOJ1-€VOV. OV JLTJV OU"OV "f€ €7Tt 

, ·'·' ''0 .._, ' '8' "1:' 'TOUT '1' eryw JL'Y}pov- KWI\,VE£ ryap ov ev avopa 
rrocpov 7TTWXEV€tv ovo€ JLaiverrBat DOKe'iv· aA,A,' 
rl \ \ J I t;\ )/ \ OT£ KaTa TTJV €K€£VWV OOc;;aV, 1JV EXOVU"£ 7r€pt 
(0 I \ \ ""' I J I J 8' , JL,1JPo,.v Kat Toto,uT,wv,, euc._or;; errn JL'YJ f!V 
V"f£€<; Etvat 'T(J)V etp1)JL€VWV V7T' aUTOV. 

17 Ov To[vvv ovoe 'TOO€ VOJi-L,OVU"tV, OVK elvat €v Tfj 
'o ' "' ' ' . ,_ 1:' • t' ' • 1:' ' e · JL1Jpov 'f'vrret 'TO '1' evoor;; ouoe a'!T'ooexerr at 
avTov 'TOtoiJTov• 7T'Aetrr'Ta ryovv 'TOV 'Oovrrrrea 
7r€7ro£7JK€ 'frevOOJLEVov, av JL&A-una E7TVV€t, 'TOV oe 
A ' ,.... \ ' ,I. I • t ' UTOI\,VKOV Kat €7Tt0pK€£V 't''YJU"l, Kat TOUT aU'T(t) 

' 'E t' 1:'' e ' 1:'' e ' · 1rapa 'TOV pp,ov oeoorr at. 7Tept oe erov 7TaVTE<;, 
roe; el7re'iv, OJLOAO"fOVU"£ jL7]8ev aA-Y}Ber;; A-eryetv 
''OJL1Jpov Kat ol 1ravv E7ratvovV'Ter;; avTov, Kat 
'TOtavTa<; a7ToAory£ar;; 7T€tpWVTat 7Topi,etv, OT£ ov 
cppOVWV 'TauT' e;\eryev, aA,A,' alvtTTOJLEVO<; Kat fLETa-

1 Son of Hermes and grandfather of Odysseus and notorious 
for his thefts. See Homer, Odyssey 19, 394 f. 
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In the first place, they say that Homer being 
constrained by dire poverty, went begging throughout 
Greece, and yet they think such a man was unable 
to lie to please those whose dole he received and 
that he would not have recited the sort of stories 
that were likely to please them. Beggars of the 
present time, however, tell nothing but lies, we are 
told, and nobody would accept the evidence of any 
of them on any matter whatsoever or receive their 
praise as sincere. For every one knows that they 
are compelled to cajole in all they say. It has been 
said, further, that some gave of their bounty to 
Homer the beggar, and others to Homer the mad-
man, and it is believed that the people of his day 
held him for a madman when he told the truth 
rather than when he distorted it. Now on this score 
I certainly have no criticism to bring against Homer; 
for there is nothing to prevent a wise man from 
going begging or pretending to be mad; but I do 
say that, according to the opinion those men enter-
tain of Homer and his kind, there is probably 
nothing trustworthy in what he said. 

And, further, they do not think that falsehood was 
foreign to the character of Homer or that he made 
no use of it. Odysseus, at any rate, whom he 
praised most highly, he has represented as telling 
numerous falsehoods. He says, too, that Autolycus 1 

actually perjured himself and that he learned this 
from Hermes.2 And as regards the gods, practically 
every man, including his warmest admirers, admits 
that Homer does not speak a word of truth, and 
they seek to offer such excuses as this, that at such 
times he is not speaking his real mind but is using 

e The god of thieves. 
457 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

,/..I I .. "\ I \ \ > () I 
18 't'epwv. n ovv Kw"'vet Kat 7rept 'TWV av pw7rwv 

av'TOV oihwr; elpYJKEVat ; OO"'Tl<; ryap 7rep£ Bewv ov 
rpavepw<; 'T(iXYJ(}iJ a:\Xa 'TovvavT£ov o{l'Tw<; 
" ' .I, <:- ""\ "\ ' "\ /J , ' WO"'T€ Ta 'I' €V01J fLU/\.1\.0V V7TOf\.Qj.LfJaV€tv 'TO V<; 
€VTvryxavov'Ta<;, Kat TavTa fLYJOev 
7TW<; &v 7repi rye avBpw7rWV OTlOVV 
yEvSor; el7re'iv; Ka£ OT£ J.LeV 7T€7TOi'T]K€V aXryovV'Ta<; 
'TOV<; Beovr; Kat CT'TEvovTa<; Kat n'TpwCTKOfLEVovr; Kat 
a7roBvrfO"KOVTa<; C1xeS6v, Se fLOlXEia<; Kat 
oeCTJ.La Kat Bewv ov Xeryw, 7rprhepov 
elp'l]fLEVa 7ro:\Xols. ovSe ryap /3ou'AOJ.Lat Ka'T'I]-
ryope'iv fLOVov Se TaX'I]Ber; wr; 

E7Te£ 'TO£ Kal 7r€p), av'TOV 
19 Ta €J.Lol SoKovvm. on Se 'TO yeuSor; ovK ll!Kvet 

7TcLV'TWV j.LcL:\tO"Ta ovSe alCTxpov EVOj.Ltf;e, 'TOV'TO 
X€ryw·1 mhepov oe opBwr; lj 7rapi'IJJ.Lt vvv 
O"K07T€tV, 

'AA-.' .. " <:- <:- ' I ' 't'et<; ovv oCTa ooKet oetva 7TE7T0£1]Kevat 7r€p£ 

Bewv Kat ov 7rpE7rOV'Ta €Keivot<;,2 'TOCTOV'To 
j.L6vov, OT£ Xoryov<; OVK IJJKV€£ 'TWV Bewv a7raryryeX-
"\ <I ,/.. I \ <:' "\ I () \ < I "'etv, OV') 't''IJO"LV aV'TOV') ota"'eryeCT at 7rpo<; aV'TOV<;, 

\ t I \ ' 0"1 I \ Kat OV fLOVOV rye 'TOV') €V KOtVqJ ryeVOfLEVOV') Kat 
7rapaTvryxavoV'TWV a7raVTwV 'TWV Bewv, aXXa Kat 

20 ob<; lOiq, 'T£Ve<; OtaXeryovmt aXX?}Xot<;, oiov 0 Zeu<; 
TEBVJ.LWJ.LEVO<; TV "Hpq, oul a7rcL'T'I]V Kat 

1 ll.t'Y"' Reiske: li.J"fwv. 
2 Reiske: lKeivrp. 

1 Dio is here referring to the allegorical interpretations of 
Homer. 

2 See, for example, Iliad 5. 335 f., where Diomede wounds 
Aphrodite so that she bleeds and is in pain, and ibid. 855 f., 

458 

THE ELEVENTH OR TROJAN DISCOURSE 

riddles and figures of speech.1 Then what is to 
prevent him having spoken in the same way of men 
also? For when a man does not frankly tell the 
truth about the gods, but, on the contrary, puts 
the matter in such a way that his readers get the 
wrong idea of them and without any advantage to 
himself either, why would he hesitate to utter any 
falsehood whatsoever regarding men? That he has 
represented the gods as suffering pain, groaning, 
being wounded, and almost dying; 2 that he tells 
of their amours withal, of their durance vile, of their 
giving bonds 3-on these matters I do not dwell; 
many others have already done that. For I have 
no desire to impeach Homer, but only to show how 
the truth stands. For indeed I shall even tell in 
his defence what I think to be the facts. But this 
I do assert, that he made the freest possible use of 
falsehood and considered it no shame. Whether he 
was right in this or not, I forbear to consider now. 

Omitting, then, what he has pictured concerning 
the gods in his poems that is shocking and unbe-
coming to them, I say merely this, that he did not 
hesitate to repeat conversations of the gods, which he 
says they held with one another, not only those held 
in open court when all the other deities were present, 
but also those which some had privately with one 
another, as, for instance, when Zeus was angered at 
Hera for deceiving him and bringing on the defeat 

where he wounds Ares, who bellowed aloud and afterwards 
told Zeus that if he had not run away he would have lived 
bereft of strength. 

a See, for example, Odyssey 8. 313 f., where Ares and 
Aphrodite are caught in fetters by Hephaestus, who refuses 
to accept any pledge from Ares to pay a penalty until 
Poseidon guarantees that it will be paid. 
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,$, T ' ' ' "H ' ' 'fTTav TWV pwwv, Kat 7rpoTepov pa T7JV 
'A<flpoDiTYJV, 7TapaKa:\oiJua <flapp,agat Tov 7TaTf.pa 

\ t' \ ..I.'"" > \ \ ' I /CaL OOVVaL TO 't'L"'TpOV aVT'{/1 TOV /CEUTOV tp,avTa, 
ev a7Toppr]Trp TOVTO agtovua. ovo€ ryd,p 

TWV av8pw7TWV T£va elof.vat ,.a, 
TOLaVTa, /CaL Ota<flepovp,f.vwv /Ca£ 
AOLOopovvTWV EVLOT€ /CaLTOL p,ev 1 

'Oovuuf.a 7T€7T'OL7JKEV E7Tavop8ovp,evov To TotovTo, 
SOgy a:>..atwv 7Tapa 

U7TEp aUTOV l<fl'T] ryap a/CoVuat 
€Keiv7]v S€ 7Tapa Tau 7Tv8f.u8at· 

7Tep£ auTOV OE ovoev TOtOVTOV eZp'T]ICEV OTL 7rv8otTO 
21 7Tapa 8eoiJ ofhw 7Tavv Twv 

· e ' ' '8' • " ... • "' 1 1: 8' 

22 

av pw7Twv, Kat ov ev avTrp ep,e"'ev, et oo5et f.£"1 ev 
:>..f.ryetv ov ryd,p 7Teiuetv rye evop,tsf. 
nva E7TiUTatTO 7Tapa ryevo-

Ot7]ryEtTat oe Kal uvvovuiav 
Tov "Hpav €v ,.fi ryevo-

p,ev7]v Kal e!7Te 7Tpo 
T€ /CaL /CaL ovoev 

' \ ' 1"\ t , \ I,/... l\ I aVTOV €/CW"'VUEV, €0£/C€1 TO 0 7T€pt€/CaAV-
.r. ' z \ ' ..1. ' ' 8 'I' ev o TOV f.£"1 ryeveu at. 

T I t'\ > 18 \ ... ,/.. t' I .., 
O€ E7T€ 'T]/C€ TOV /COI'-O't'WVa uxeoOV' tVa 

1 p.ev Reiske: Ka.l or Ka.l .-ov p.ev. 
2 After l\.6-yous the MSS. have tnrep a.u.-ov which Wendland 

deletes. After l\.6-yous the MSS. have -yi't.p 1!..-a.v.-a. 
Ka.l .-ovs 1rol\.ll.oV. For he said he had heard every. 
thing and persuaded the majority." This Wilamowitz 
brackets, following Rhodomann. But the corruption is not 
explained by these omissions, and Dio may very well, as 
Capps suggests, have written &.cp' a.u,.ov l\.6-yous. El -yd.p lcf>"l1 

Cl.1ra.v-ra., Ka.l Toh 1roll.l\.oh /,. .. .,.• llv,-" For he did not 
imagine that he would convince anybody that he knew of 
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of the Trojans,1 or that previous conversation which 
she had with Aphrodite, in which she urged her to 
drug her father 2 and lend her the love charm, to 
wit, the embroidered girdle s_a request which she 
presumably made in secret. For it is unlikely even 
in human affairs that any outsider knows of those 
occasional scenes where husbands and wives fall out 
and abuse one another. Yet Homer has a passage in 
which Odysseus puts this matter properly so as not 
to seem a mere impostor, namely, where he tells of 
the debates which the gods held concerning him. For 
he says that he heard these debates from Calypso and 
that she had learned of them from someone else ; 4 

but about himself Homer has made no such claim 
of having received his information from some god. 
Such utter contempt did Homer show for men, and 
not a whit did he care if all his statements were 
regarded as false. For of course he did not imagine 
that he would convince anyone that he knew 
[of his own knowledge about] the debates among 
the gods. He tells also of the dalliance of Zeus 
and Hera that occurred on Mount Ida, and what 
words Zeus spoke before the meeting, as though he 
had personally seen and heard, and apparently no 
obstacle was presented by the cloud in which Zeus 
had wrapped himself to escape being seen.6 

And to all this Homer has just about added the 

1 Jl.iad 15. 1-77. 2 Aphrodite's father, Zeus. 
3 Iliad. 14. 153-223. • Odyssey 5. 137 f.; 7. 263 f. 

5 Iliad 14. 342 f. 

his own knowled«e about the debates which had taken place 
among the gods. ° For if he had stated that he had it all on 
hearsay, he would have persuaded even the majority." 
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ryap a7ropwf."EV o1rwr; gvv£et 'Twv oihwr; 
'fnaA.€rye'Tat uxeoov we; f}"7r€tpor; 'TWV 
&ewv ryA.w'T'T'YJ<>, teat on ovx i] av'T1 f.un 'TV 

ovo€ 'Ta av'Ta OVO}"a'Ta eteaUTCp 
AE"fOVCJ'lV fi7rep teat EV0€LteVV'Tat o€ 'TaVTa 
E7rt opv€ov 'Ttvor;, 0 1>1JCl'l 'TOV<; f."EV &eovr; xaA.teloa 
teaA.e'iv, 'TOV<; o€ avBpC:mov<; teV}"tVOtv, Kat E7rt 
'T07rov nvor; 1r po 'Tijr; 7rOA€W<;, 8v 'TO V<; f."EV av8 pw-
7rovr; Ba'Tletav ovowi/;EtV, 'TOV<; o€ &€oV<; 

23 MvplV'I)'>· 7rep£ o€ 'TOV 7rO'Taf."OV O'T£ 
ov aA.A.a Eav&or; 1 AE"f0£'TO 7rapa 
'TOt<; BEat<;, avro<; of.hwr; 1}01) f.v 'TOt<; f7r€CJ'£V OVO}"a/;et, 

f , ' , t' ' "" ' ,,"'\ "\. "\. ' ' W<; OV f."OVOV €c;;OV aV'Tffl 'Ta<; a"-1\.a<; "fi\.W'T'Ta<; f."l"fVVf!lV 
'Tar; 'Twv 'EA.A.1vwv, teat 1ro'Te f."EV aloA.ll;etv, 7rO'TE 
o€ owp£/;ew, 7rO'TE o€ la,Hv, aA.A.a teat Otau'Ti 2 

otaA.€ry€u8at. 'Tavra o€ f."Ot dp1J'Tat, cvu1r€p oij 
ov tea'T'I)"fOp£ar; l!vete€V, aA.A.' O'T£ avopetoTa'TO<; 

av8pw1rwv 1rpor; 'To 1frEvoor;''Of."7JPO'> teat oVBev 
f.&appet tea£ euE}"vvvero e1rt 'TCp 1frevOEu8at 1j 

24 'Tcp 'TCtA'I]&i] AE"f€£V.3 oihw ryap CJ'te07rOVCJ'tV ovoev 
1 The MSS. have }i"df'a.l'ISpos and EclvOos interchanged. 

Corrected by Rhodomann. 
2 o•atrTl Rhodomann : lacrTl. 
3 After 71.€-ye<v the MSS. contain the following which 

Rhodomann brackets as representing a recension of the pass-
age contained in §§ 22-23 : olhw J.I.EV -yap crJ<o1rovrn O"f.tu<ptt 
Kal bll.{-you cpaivETaL, &, l-ydJ </>111-'' aOTOV Tp -yttp 

&vOpw'll"<va ljtevcrJ.LaTa Kal !l.lav 11"L0a••a 1rpos Oelav teal &whxavov 
tJ>vow. .,.,pas o1} E71"1TE0EIICEV' &tr7rEp -yap TOtS f3ap/3dpots O!a!l.o-
')'0111"0.1. oi af')'ACd'T'TOt. HaA.o6p.evot Kal €pp.1JVEIJovTES a.Vro'is Tc\ 1ra.p' 
fJp.&,v, ofJTCAJS qOp:IJpos -TJ,u'iv TCt. 1rapd. Tii1v OeWv EpfJ.TJ-4 
vE6wv, tfurrrEp E7rtcTTdJJ.EVoS T1Jv Oe[av Bui.AeiCTOV' 1rpWTov p.Ev 0Tf 
oVx 1J a.lrri] TiJ -i]p.eT,P'J- oVa€ Tct ail'rd 1rapd Te .;J!.A.'iv JCal wap' 

Ov&IJ.a.Ta., l7rE&Ta. '71'epl Tn,wv, Owoos ol 6eol 
VOJ.Ll(ovcrw, oTov 8n xa!I.ICLOa ICVJ.I.LVOLV Q[ Oeol tca!l.ov<Tl, T01I"OV 
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finishing touch. For, not to keep us in doubt as to 
how he came to understand the gods, he talks to us 
almost as though he were acquainted with their 
language, tells us that it was not the same as ours, 
and that they do not apply the same names to the 
various things as we do. He draws attention to 
this in the case of a bird, which he says the gods 
call chalkis and men kymindis, and in the case of a 
place before Troy which men call Batieia, but the 
gods call the Sema Myrines.l And after telling us that 
the river is called not Scamander but Xanthus by 
the gods, Homer himself proceeds to call it by this 
latter name in his verses, as though it were his 
privilege not only to mix the various dialectic forms 
of the Greeks freely, using now an Aeolic, now a 
Dorian, and now an Ionic form, but to employ even 
the Zeus dialect in the bargain. I have spoken in this 
way just as I have said, not by way of criticism, but 
because Homer was the boldest liar in existence 
and showed no less assurance and pride in his lying 
than in telling the truth. Thus regarded, none of 

1 That is, the Tomb of Myrine. Compare with the Tenth 
Discourse, § 23. 

"Thus considered, the lies of which I accuse him seem very 
insignificant and unimportant. In reality they are lies 
natnral to man and very effective in representing the divine 
and infinite. Homer adds the finishing touch. For just as 
those called bilinguists, who interpret to foreigners what we 
say, converse with them, so Homer does with us, interpret-
ing to us what the gods say just as if he understood their 
language. He says in the first place that it is not the same 
as ours and that the names in nse with us and with them are 
not the same. Then in the course of his explanation of 
certain things he tells what the usage of the gods is ; for 
example, that they call the chalkis the kymindis and a 
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" ..!, ' 1\:' 1: '1:'' " €7'L 't'atV€'Ta£ 7TapaoOq;OV OVO€ a7TUTTOV TWV V7T 
Ef.LOU OetreVVf.LEVWV, aA.A.a Uf.Ltrepa real avBpanma ·'· , , e . , ,, '1' WUf.LaTa 7rpor; eta reat ft€"fal\.a, 

ryCtp 'TOv rrrOA..ef.LOV el1re'iv 'TOv 
ryeVOf1.€VOV To'ir; 'Axaw'ir; 7Tpo<; TOU<; Tpwar;, ovre 
eVBur; a7ro Ti}r; dpxfi<>, aA.A.' (;Bev eTvxev-
C) 7T0£0UfT£ 7TaVT€') Ot vevOoj.t€VO£ uxeoov, Ej.t7TAE-

reOVT€') Kat 7T€pt7TAEreOVT€<; reat ov8f.v /3ovA.oj.t€VO£ 
AE"f€£V i]nov 'Yap KaTa01JAO{ elutv· el o€ 

I t ) ) """ ,.. I 't: "\ I ,.. 
25 ft1J, V7T avTOV TOV 7Tparyj.taTO<; €r,€1\o€"fXDVTa£, TOVTO 

S€ loe'iv €un rea£ ev To'ir; otrcaUT'Y]p£otr; real ev /J.A.A.0£<;1 

rytryvoj.t€VOV ot2 ft€Ta TEXV1J'> vevoov-rat. oi o€ ;3ov-
A0ft€VO£ Ta ryevotteva ror; l;vv€/311 greauTov, 
oihwr; a7Ta"f'Y€A.A.ovut, TO 7rpWTOV 7rpWTOV Kal. To 
1:' I 1:' I \ >f"\ "\ '..!, 1: < I o'\ oevTepov oevTepov reat Ta"'"'a e't'€s'YJ'> oj.totw<;. ev 
ftEV TOUTO ahtov TOU reaTa cpvuw ap,auBat Tfj<; 

eTepov o€, ;;T£ avTfj<; real TO 
'" '" ' (.) '" '..!, ' ' TEI\oO'> f.La"'tuTa E7T€t-Jov"'evuev a't'avtuat reat 7TOll]-

a' 'TtV<X Tijs '11'6AEWS, BaTlE<av ovo,ua(J,uevov, ::Si),ua Mvplvrw 
TO a€ p.WJ\v ehrWv <hrws ol 8eol A€')'ovcnv, olndrl. 7rp0l1Tl61JlTI. -rO 
wa.pU. -rot's O.v8pcfnrots l5vop,a• «al -rOv TrOTa}J.Ov fi1f'Wv 3TL oV 

c\AAcl Edv8os Ovop.d(ot-ro wcr.p' a.V-ro'is, oi1TCI1S ij011 
'TOLS l1r€1TI J(pi)Ta<, &s ab-Tip, ,u:q p./wov 'TM 'TWV 'Ei\ll.f/VWV 

<J>wvas f.L''Y'YVV<LII, f.''la€ 'TOLS u<J>Japa ap)(aloLS, all.i\a tcal TOtS aaL-
p.ov£otS Ov&p.af1'l, Ka.l 1rOT€ jJ-€V a.loAl(ov-ra 1r'OT€ 0€ Bwpl-
(ov'Ta 1TCi.i\LV ae lrt(OVT<X aLC<A,'Y€U0at, tca9tf,'11'€p of,tt<Xl 0€'TTal\.£(ov-
T<X 1) tcp?JTl(ovTa, olov<l -rhv 0.-yopav iKrti'-n ll.tp.ova, 9<TTall.wv 
UI<OV<Tas. 'T<XV'Ta ae f.'Ol •tp'T/'Tat, t1J<T'11'<p 1ili'TI l<J>'T/V, ob tca'T?}'Yoplas 

&.Xi\., 8T, &.vOpeL&Ta.Tos ?;v ltv8pdnr(A)V 1rpOs TO tJ!eVOos 
"Op.'T/pos tcal oux iOcl.ppn tcal i<T<p.v6v<To t7rl .,-q; >j;•va<<TOat 
1) .,-rp A.e-y<tv. 

1 t11 &A.ll.o<s Capps: &71.7\.ws. Perhaps we should read !ill.ll.o8& 
, , • • • • "in other places where." 

2 ot is changed to by Emperius and later editors. 
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my statements seems strange and incredible any 
longer; nay, they appear as but insignificant human 
falsehoods in comparison '1\-ith great superhuman 
ones. 

For when Homer undertook to describe the war 
between the Achaeans and the Trojans, he did not 

.at the very beginning, but at haphazard; and 
this IS the regular way with practically all who 
distort. truth; they entangle the story and 
make It mvolved and refuse to tell anything in 

thus escaping. detection more readily. 
Otherwise conviCted by the very subject-

Th_Is JUSt what may be seen happening 
m courts of JUStice and in the case of others who lie 
skilfully! whereas those who wish to present each 
fact as. It really occurred do so by reporting the 
first thmg first, the second next, and so on in like 

is one reason why Homer did not begin 
his poem m the natural way. Another is that he 

especially to do away with its beginning 
and Its end as far as possible and to create the 

certain place named Batieia, outside the city Sema Myrines. 
When he says that the gods speak of moly, he fails to add 
the name current among men ; and after explaining that the 
river is not called the Scamander but the Xanthus by them, 
he at once proceeds to employ the term in his verses as 
though he were privileged not only to mix the dialects of 
the qreeks. even to use the current among the 
gods m to the archaic ones, now conversing in 

.Aeohc now m the Doric, and again the Ionic, 
as he Imght have used the Thessalian or the Cretan 

dialect and called the agora the limen after hearing the word 
among the Thessalians. I have made these remarks as I 
have already said, not by way of accusation but 
Homer was the world's boldest liar and showed no less 
assurance and pride in his lying than in telling the truth." 
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\ ' I < \ > "8 >I \ 26 uat T'YJV evavnav oo10av v1rep avTwv. o ev ovTe T'TJV 
oihe TO fTOAJI-'YJCTEV el7re'iv ffC TOV 
ouoe V7rEp TOlJT(J)l) ovoev €pe'iv, 

a:\:\' et 7rOV 1€a£ tca£ 
tca£ Ory:\o<; fCTTLV f7rtTapaTTOOV' OV ryap JBappet 7rp0<; 
avTa ouoe €ouvaTO €pe'iv ETolp.ro<;. uvp.f3alvet o€ 
tcal TOVTO TO'i<; ,Yevoop.evot<; W<; TO 7r0AV rye, aA.:\a 

nva Tov 1rparyp.aTo<; tcal otaTpl{3etv 
, , , .. 1 '·'· e ,, , e1r avTot<;, o o av p.a"'tuTa tcpv., at e"'rouw, ov 

ouSe TcfJ 
aiCpOaTv, ovo' €v TV aVTOV 2 xwpq, a:\:\' 
wr; b,v A.a8ot 3 p.aA.tuTa, Ka£ ota TovTo tcal lht 
aluxvveu8at 'TTOte'i TO ,Yevoo<; tcal a'TTOICVE'iv 
7rpout€vat 7rpor; aho, /1A.A.ror;; TE lhav ii 7repl Twv 

27 p.eryluT(l)lJ, f>Bev ovo€ TV cprovv oi 

28 

,f, f " > \ ""8 o 'I' €VOOJI-€VO£ OTaV €7T"£ TOVTO El\. OOCTLV' 0£ 0€ Ttv€<; 
avTWV {3aTTapl,ovut Kai auacpwr; oi o€ 
ovx w<; avTol Tt elooTe<;, aA.A.' W<; aiCOVuavTe<;. 
... ., B' "I B ' ' " or; o av a"''YJ er; "'E"frJ T£, approv Kat ovoev v7rouTe"'-
:\op.evor; AE"f€£, OilTE OVV T£l 1rep£ T'i7<; 

"Op.TJpO<; e'tp'T]ICEV fiC TOV eUOeo<; ovoe 
' , ' ' ' ... , ' ,.. 7rappTJutav aryrov e1r avTot<; ovTe 7rept T'YJ<; 

aA.r.cSuero<; T'il<; 'TT"OA€00<;. KalTot ryap, W<; lcp'T]v, 
avopetoTaTo<; &v V7rOICaTe1CA.lveTO tcal i}TTaTo f>n 
floet TavaVTla Tol:r; ovut Ka£ To KecpaA.atov 
auTo Tov 7rparyp.aTor; "/J·evoop.evor;, 

·H '8 ,, r: e " • · · 'TTO ev p.a"'"'ov ap5au at e7rpe7Tev 'TJ a1r 
aUTOV TOV aOtiC?]p.aTO<; Kal Try<; iJfJpero<; TOV 
'A' f: I .. I ' ,, , 

"-Er, avopov, 0£ 'T}V CTVVEUT'YJ 0 7T"O"-€JI-O<;, €7r€to'T] 

1 & ll' &.v Emperius : 3'Ta.v. 
2 alrToil Reiske : aVTp. 
a ll.ci.Bo• Wilamowitz : ll.ci.BoLEv. 
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very opposite impression concerning them,l That 
is why he did not dare to tell either the beginning 
or the end in a straightforward way and did not 
bind himself to say anything about them, but if he 
does make mention of them anywhere, it is incidental 
and brief, and he is evidently trying to confuse. 
For he was ill at ease with respect to these parts and 
unable to speak freely. The following device, too, 
is usually employed by those who wish to deceive: 
They mention some parts of the story and dwell 
upon them, but what they are particularly anxious 
to conceal they do not bring out clearly or when 
their auditor is paying attention, nor do they put it 
in its proper place, but where it may best escape 
notice. They do this, not only for the reason just 
mentioned, but also because lying makes them 
ashamed and reluctant to go on with it, especially 
when it is about the most important matters. And so 
liars do not speak aloud when they come to this part. 
Some of them falter and speak indistinctly; others 
as if they themselves did not know but spoke from 
hearsay. He, however, who speaks the truth, does 
so without fear or reserve. Now Homer was not 
straightforward or frank when telling of the abduc-
tion of Helen or the fall of Troy. Nay, with all 
that boldness which I have said he had, he never-
theless flinched and weakened because he knew he 
was telling the reverse of the truth and falsifying 
the essential part of his subject. 

Or at what point of the story might Homer have 
more properly begun than with Paris' wanton crime 
itself, which caused the war, since all the readers 

1 viz., that the end is the beginning and the beginning the 
end. 
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uuvroprytl;oVTo hv 1 'lfavn;<; oi Tfj evTvry-
1 \ ,/.. ._ I f \ 1._ xaVOVTE<; Kat tTUV€'1'£1\.0VtKOUV U7T€p TOU T€1\.0U<; 
\ "' \ ,, I \ T 'A.' " Kat fi/TJoEt<; 1J"'EE£ Tov<; proa<; E'l' ot<; E'lfauxov; 

oihro ryap EVVOVtTTEpov Kal 7Tpo8up.OTEpov eEEtV 
29 TOV el av €{3o6XeTO Ta 

p.6ryta-Ta Kal cpo/3EpwTaTa el7rE'iv Kal 7Ta8'l'J 'lfav-
Ka£ uup.cpopa<;, en & 7TaVTOOV p.a:X.tCTTa 

eKatTTO<; E7T'08et cLKOVtTa£, Tl /lE'itov "' 
elxEv el7Te'iv Ti7<; a:X.wuero<;; oihe av8poo7TOU<; 'll"AE£-
OU<; a7ro8v(Ja-KOVTa<; olKTpOTEpov TOU<; JLEV E7Tt 
Tou<; {3rop.ou<; Trov Oerov KaTacpevryovTa<;, TOV<; o€ 

1 I f \ ""' I \ "' ,.. ap.VVO/lEVOU<; U/lEP TOOV TE/€VOOV /€at TOOV ryuva£/€OOV, 
oiJTE ryuva'iKa<; I} 7Tap86vou<; /J,)..)..oue aryop.6va<; 
{3aut>..loa<; E'lf'l. oou>..e{a TE "al aluxvvv. Ta<; JLEV 
> \ '1'1 I ' I \ '1.' ',/.. J avoprov, Ta<; oe 7TaTeprov, Ta<; oe aoe"''l'rov a7T'O-

CT7T'OO/l6va<;, Ta<; o6 nva<; aUTOOV TOOV arya>..whrov, 
' I I I ,/.. ' I >I '1' > ,/..I oproua<; p.ev TOV<; avopa<; ev 't'ovrp 

1€Et/levou<; "al aa-7Tauau8at f'1JOE 
l€a8e>..e'iv TOU<; ocp8a>..p.ov<;, opwua<; oe Ta 

30 /3pecp1J 7rpo<; Tfj ryfi 'lf'alO!leva rop.ro<;, oihe iepa 
7rop8ovlleva 8e6w oihe XP'l'JilfLT(J)V 7TX178o<; ap-
7Tat6/lEVOV oiJTe /€aT' ll"pa<; lJX1Jv Ef£7Tt/l'll"Pall6v1JV 

2 'll"OAtV oiJTE /lEltova "' KTV'If'OV xaAI€0V 
TE "al 7Tvpo<; Trov p.ev cpBetpop.6vrov, Trov oe 
pt7TTOUf.LEVOOV' a TOV ITp{ap.ov 'll"E7T'OL1Jf€E XeryovTa 
E'lf'' o'AJyov ro<; f.u6p.eva, a TVXOV 3 avTfj> ro<; rytryv6-
p.eva lJ7Tro<; e{JovXeTo 1€al p.e8' lJuov 

I CI'VVOJfYYl(oiiTO &v Reiske: o3v wni(ov.-o. 
• Perhaps ,...,a, should be read instead of 
a &. corrupt. conj. Arnim, .-a.vTa. .-vxlw 

Capps, inrdpxov Emperius, Tvxbv ob1< Schwa.rtz, 
Selden, l.M' a.b.-a. Cohoon. 
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of his poem would then have joined in indignation 
and would have been eager for the outcome, and 
no one would have pitied the sufferings of the 
Trojans? For by so doing Homer would have been 
assured of a more sympathetic and interested audi-
ence. If, on the other hand, he wished to describe 
the greatest and most terrible things, all forms of 
suffering and calamity, and, further, to tell what 
everybody was yearning above all things to hear, 
what greater or more awe-inspiring subject could he 
have chosen than the capture of the city? He could 
not have found an event in which a greater number 
of people met their death or where with greater 
pathos men fled to the altars of their gods or fought 
to save their children and wives, where royal matrons 
and maidens were dragged away to slavery and dis-
grace in foreign parts, some tom from their husbands, 
some from their fathers, others from their brothers, 
and some even from the holy images, while they 
beheld their beloved husbands weltering in their 
blood and yet were unable to embrace them or to 
close their eyes, and beheld their helpless babes 
dashed cruelly to earth. Think, too, of the dese-
cration of the sanctuaries of the gods, the plundering 
of stores of wealth, the whole city burnt to the 
very ground by the flames, the mighty cries of 
men, the clash of bronze, the roar of the flames as 
some were perishing in them and others were being 
hurled upon them. These things Homer makes 
Priam speak of as soon to come to pass,1 though 
he could perhaps 2 have related them as actual 
events in any way that pleased him and with all 
that horror with which he was accustomed to de-

I Soe Iliad 24. 239 f. a See critical note. 
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'T&XXa 1 oetfta'To<;, 'T€ Kat 
''t: ' , avswv 'Ta 

31 El o€ rye avopwv E7rHY1JftWV el7re'iv 
Bava'TOV, 71"W'> a7r€"AmE 'TOV 'TOV , AxtXX€wc; Kat 
Tov Toil M€J.tvovoc; Kat 'AvuXaxov Kat Arav'Toc; 
Kat aVTOV 'TOV , Axegdvopov ; 7rW<; oe 'Tnv ) Aj.ta-
'ovwv (j'Tpan:.iav Kat 'Tnv wiXYJV EKeiVYJV 'Tnv 
XeyoJ.t€vrJv Tov 'AxtXXewc; Kat 'T-ry'> 'AJ.ta,ovoc; 

32 ryev€crBat KaXnv oihwc; Kat rrapa'Oogov; orro'Te 
' ' , "' , ' \ 'TOV 7rO'Taj.tOV aUT(fJ 7r€7r0trJK€ J.taXOJ.tfVOV urrep 

'TOV X€ryetv 'Tt BavJ.taU'TOV, en oe 'TOV 'Hcpatcr'TOV 
Kat 'Tov 'iKap..avopov J.taxnv Kat Twv &XXwv 
Bewv rrpo<; aXX'IjXov<; 'Tporras 'T6 Kat 
Kat 'Tpavj.ta'Ta, €rrtBVJ.tWV 0 'Tt er7rot ftE"fa Kat 
BavJ.tarrTov 1nro a7roplac; rrpa"fJ.ta'Twv, Tocrov'Twv 

33 E'Tt Kat 'TYJAlKOVTWV U7rOA6t7rOj.t€vwv.2 ava"/K'T} 
ovv EK 'TOV'TWV OftOAorye'iv n aryVWJ.tOVa ''Oj.t'T}pov 

\ ,.k """'\. \ ,... I H \ Ka£ 'l'aV!"OV Kpt'T'T}V 'TWV 7rpa"fj.ta'TWV, WU'T€ 'Ta 
€Xa'TTW Kat Tarretvo'Tepa a!pe'icrBat Ka'TaAt7roVTa 
aAAOt<; 'TtZ ftE"flU'Ta 'T€ Kat crrrovoatOTaTa, n J.tn 
ovvacrBat av'Tov, o7rep eZ7rov, lcrxvpl,ecrBat 'Ttt 
vevo-ry, EV oe 'TOVTOt<; 'Tnv 7rOlYJcrtv 
& €{3oVA6'TO Kpv'frat 07rW<; "fE"fOV€V. 

34 Oihwr; "ftZp Kat €v 'Oovcrcrelq 'Ttt ftEV 7rept 'Tnv 
'I8aK1JV Kat 'TOV 8avaTOV 'TWV ftVrJUTrJPWV av'TO<; 
"A-E"fEt, 'TtZ De J.tf."ftcr'Ta 'TWV 'frevcrj.ta'TWV ovx vrre-
J.t€lV€V el7rELV, 'TtZ 7rep£ 'Tnv Kat 'TOV 

1 ,.1\A.A.a Casaubon: n!.xa. 
2 After a7roA.mrop.lvwv the MSS. have /{(J'Tt 5/; TOI<XVTa Tit 

A.ey6p.eva. v1ro ToV I1p<lip.ov,-" The following is the sort of 
thing Priam said," followed by Homer Iliad 22. 60-68. These 
words Rhodomann brackets as a scholion on the words & 
TOV ITpla.p.ov 1T<'Irai1JKE A.e-yona. in § 30. 
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scribe other slaughters, thrilling the listener and 
magnifying the smallest details. 

If it was his wish to tell of the death of illustrious 
men, how is it that he omitted the slaying of Achilles, 
Memnon, Antilochus, Ajax, and of Paris himself? 
Why did he not mention the expedition of the 
Amazons and that battle between Achilles and the 
Amazon,! which is said to have been so splendid and 
so strange? Yet he represented the river as fighting 
with Achilles 2 just for the sake of telling a marvel-
lous tale, and also the battle between Hephaestus 
and the Scamander,3 and the mutual discomfitures, 
defeats, and woundings of the other gods,4 desiring 
something great and wonderful to say because he 
was at a loss for facts, though so many important 
facts were still left untouched. So from what has been 
said it must be acknowledged that Homer was either 
unintelligent and a bad judge of the facts, so that 
he selected the more unimportant and trivial things 
and left to others the greatest and most impressive, 
or else that he was unable, as I have said,5 to 
bolster up his falsehoods and show his poetic genius 
in handling those incidents whose actual nature it 
was his purpose to conceal. 

We find this in the Odyssey also. For he tells of 
events in Ithaca and of the death of the suitors in 
his own person, but has not ventured to mention the 
greatest of his falsehoods-the story of Scylla, of 

1 Penthesilea, slain by Achilles, who mourned over her. 
2 Iliad 21. 211-341. 
3 Iliad 21. 342-382. 
4 Iliad 21. 385 f. 
5 See § 11, where Dio says that he will prove from Homer's 

own poetry that he is lying. 
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KutCA.wrra Ttl cpapJLatCa ln oe 
el<; rl Atoou Kani{3au£V TOV aA.A.a 

Tov 'Oouuu€a Jrrol'Y}ue OL'TJ"fOVf1evov TOV 
'AA.tdvoov· JtCe'i oe Ttl rrepl TOV 7rrrrov 
Thv liA.wutv TOV tl'T]JLOOotCov 

35 Jv rooi} ot' oA.irywv Jrrwv. OOKe'i Se JLOL fL'T}Oe 
'e ,· e .. ' ' ' rl ' ' rrpo eu at TavTa T'TJV apX'TJV, aTe ov ryevoJLeva, 

oe €wpa ' e ' · ' e ' , av pq,otw<; rravTa 'TT"EL /CaTa't'po-
auTWV fiJLa "EA.A.'Y}ut 

Kat ?TaVTa uvryxea£ !Cal fL€Ta-
U'Ti}Ua£ 'Ttl rrparyJLaTa TOuvavT{ov. "'Aeryet Se 

JLi}VtV aetoe, Oea, ll'T}A'T}taoew 'Axt"Ai}o<; 
' ' A "'A ,.., '"8 OUA.OJLEVIJV, 'I JLVpt a"'rye E 'T}K€, 

o' A"io£ 7rpotp'[rev 
i}pwwv· oe €A.wpta Tevxe KUVEUULV 
olwvo£u£ 'TE ?TiiUt' o' JTe"'A.e£eTO (3ovA.I]. 

36 lvTavOa cp'T}U£ Jpe'iv TOV 
\ \ ,/, \ \ \ "'8 /Cat /Ca£ TOV OA€ pOV TWV 

'Axatwv, lJTt ?ToX"'Aa oewa 
' ,, ' , ""' , f: "" ' a?TW"'OVTO /Cat aTa't'O£ EfLELVaV, TaVTa fLE"fLUTa 

... ' ' "t: ,.. ' ' ' TWV tyeVOfLEVWV /Cat a5ta /Cat T'T}V 
Tov Jv Te"'Aeu8i}vat, 
'CJurrep OVV /Cat UVVE/3'1]' OE iJuTepov fLETa-

Twv ?TparyJLaTwv Tov Tov 
OavaTOV, a xapte'iu8at, oux 1 

ouoe l5n iJuTepov eaA.w TO "IA.wv· ryap OU/C 
1 obx added by Selden. 

1 Odyssey 9-12. • Odyssey 8. 500ff. 
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the Cyclops, the magic charms of Circe, and further, 
the descent of Odysseus into the lower world. These 
he makes Odysseus narrate to Alcinous and his 
court,1 and there too he has Demodocus recount the 
story of the horse and the capture of Troy in a song 
of only a few lines.2 As it seems to me, he had 
made no provision for these incidents at all inasmuch 
as they never occurred; but as his poem grew, and 
he saw that men would readily believe anything, he 
showed his contempt for them and his desire withal 
to humour the Greeks and the Atreidae, by throwing 
everything into confusion and reversing the outcome. 3 

At the beginning he says, 

" 0 Goddess ! sing the wrath of Peleus' son, 
Achilles; sing the deadly wrath that brought 
Woes numberless upon the Greeks, and swept 
To Hades many a valiant soul, and gave 
Their limbs a prey to dogs and birds of air, 
For so had Jove appointed."' 

In these verses he says that he will sing of the wrath 
of Achilles alone, and the hardships and destruction 
of the Achaeans, that their sufferings were many 
and terrible, that many perished and remained 
unburied, as though these were the chief incidents 
and worthy of poetic treatment, and that therein 
the purpose of Zeus was accomplished ; all of which 
did indeed come to pass. But the subsequent shift 
of events, including the death of Hector, which was 
likely to please his hearers, he did not have in his 
original plan, nor the final capture of Ilium. For per-

8 Dio maintains that the Trojans, not the Greeks, were 
victorious in the war. See § 1181I. 

' Iliad 1. llf. 
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7rW (3e(3ov"AevfLEVO<; avauTpecpetv li7raVTa. 
37 E71"€tTa (3ov"AofL€VO<; alT{av el7re'iv TWV /CaKwv, 

'A..' ' 'A" 't: ' ' 'E"' ' a'f'€L<; TOV r.Ec;,aVopOV Kat T1]V r.€V1]V 7r€pt 
Xpvuov cp"Avape'i Kat Ti}<; eKe{vov Bv'YaTpo<;. 

'E'Yw ovv w<; E7rVBOfL1]V 7rapa TWV ev Al"fU71"T(fJ 
iepewv EVO<; €V fLa"Aa "fEpOVTO<; 1 ev Tfj 'Ovovcpt,2 

a"AAa T€ 7ro"A"Aa TWV 'EA."At]vwv KaTa"/€AWVTO<; w<; 
ovBev elOoTWV a"A7]BE<; 7r€pt TWV 7r"A€{CTTWV, Kal 
J.UiA.taTa 3 T€Kf.J/Y]plrp To{rrrp XPWtt€vov gTt 
Tpolav T€ eiu£ 7T€7T€tUJ.L€vot 001) JA.oilcrav V1rO 
'A'YafLEfLVOVo<; Kat ()n 'E"A€v17 uvvotKouua Me-
ve"Aa(p 'A"Aegavopov· Kat TaUTa oi.hro<; 

a'Yav 7rf!7rf!tCTfLEVot clutv vcp' evo<; avopo<; eEa7ra-
T1JBEvTE<; WCTT€ Kat OfLOCTat eKaCTTO<;. 

38 "Ecp7] oil 71"aCTaV 7rpoTepov LCTTop{av "/f!-
'YPacpBat 7rap' avTot<;, fLEV ev TOt<; tepo'i<;, 
o' ev nu{, Ta oe fLV1]fLOV€U€CTBat fLOliOV 
U71" 1 o"A{"froV, TWV CTT1]"AWV OtacpBapwrwv, 71"0:\."Aa 
Oe Kat a7rtCTT€tCTBat TWV ev Tat<; "f€"/pafL-
fLEVWV Ota afLaB{av Tf! Kat afLEA€tav TWV 
f71"l"fl"fVOfLEVWV' eivat Oe Kat TaVTa ev TOt<; Vf!WTa-
TOl<; Ta 7repl Tpo£aV' Tov 'Yap Mev€A.aov 
dcptKECTBat 7rap' avTOV<; Kat li71"aVTa 
ro<; e"fEVf!TO. 

39 D.eofL€vov SE fLOV Ot1J"f1Juarr8at, To fLEV 7rpwTov 
OVK €(3ov"AeTo, "AE"fWV ()n elulv oi ,, E"A-
AIJV€<; Kat afLaBECTTaTOl OVT€<; 7rO"AVfta8eCTTtLTOV<; 

1 -y{povTos Arnim: ll.e-yovTos. 2 Tji 'Ovo6q" .Morel: Ttf 
a Emperius: o€. 
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haps he had not yet planned to turn everything upside 
down, but later, when he wishes to state the cause of 
the sufferings, he drops Paris and Helen, and babbles 
about Chryses 1 and that man's daughter. 

I, therefore, shall give the account as I learned it 
from a certain very aged priest in Onuphis,2 who 
often made merry over the Greeks as a people, claim-
ing that they really knew nothing about most things, 
and using as his chief illustration of this, the fact that 
they believed that Troy was taken by Agamemnon 
and that Helen fell in love with Paris while she was 
living with Menelaus ; and they were so thoroughly 
convinced of this, he said, being completely deceived 
by one man, that everybody actually swore to its 
truth. 

My informant told me that all the history of earlier 
times was recorded in Egypt, in part in the temples, 
in part upon certain columns, and that some things 
were remembered by a few only as the columns had 
been destroyed, while much that had been inscribed 
on the columns was disbelieved on account of the 
ignorance and indifference of later generations. He 
added that these stories about Troy were included 
in their more recent records, since Menelaus had 
come to visit them and described everything just 
as it had occurred. 

When I asked him to give this account, he hesitated 
at first, remarking that the Greeks are vainglorious, 
and that in spite of their dense ignorance they 

1 Priest of Apollo, whose daughter was taken prisoner by 
Achilles and in the distribution of booty given to Agamemnon, 
who refused to give her up for a ransom. Then Apollo sent 
a plague among the Greeks. See Iliad 1. 11 f. 

2 City in Egypt whose location is uncertain. 
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eaV'TOV') 'TOllTOV OE wrJ8Ev elvat v6a"YJtJ-a 
xaXerrw'Tepov ev£ 'TrOAAOtr; lhav 'Tt<; 
> 8' .,., ""I f' \ '1'. \ \ atJ-a YJ'> cuv uo.,.cuTaTov eavTov VO!J-t'o'[}' Tour; ryap 

'TOtOllTOV') 'TWV av8pw7rCUV !J-"JOE'TrOTE SVvau8at 'T.qr; 
40 aryvolar; chro)l.v8-qvat. oihcur; S€, gcp'YJ, ryeXolcu., 

a'Tro 'TOV'TCUV VtJ-Et'),l &u'Te 
eTepov 7retu8evTa Tav'Ta 2 1rav'Ta 

1repl 'EXev1J'>, !,'T1Julxopov c:,., oltJ-at, 
, , 8 I , • , 'E' I , I 'TV'I'"'cu 'YJVat .,.aTe v1ro 'T'YJ'> "'EV'YJ'> CV'> 'I' .,vua-

!J-EVOV, aiJ8t') OE ava{3Xeyat 'TavavT£a 
Taii'Ta AE"f.OV'TE') ovoev .q'T'TOV aA7J8-q cf>autv 

41 elvat 'TrOl'l]utv. /Cat 'TOV !J-EV !,'T1]Ul-
Xopov €v 'TV fJuTepov pofi )\.eryetv lJn To 1rapa7rav 
ovof. 'TrAevuetev fJ 'EXev7J ovOatJ-6ue• aA.A.ot o€ 
'T£VE'), c:,., ap7rau8d7J tJ-EV 'EXev'l] V7TO 'TOV 'A}..e-
t: I t' t' t'' ' f , A" '"' I 
5 avopov, oevpo oe 7rap "111-a'> E£'> tryV'Tr'TOV a.,.t-
ICOt'TO' /Cat 'TOV 7rpt.frytJ-a'TO') oiJTcu') atJ-cptu/3'YJ'TOV· 
tJ-fVOV /Cat aryvotav ;XOV'TO'), OVOE ofl'TCU') 

42 ii7T07T'TEVUat OVVaV'Tat a'Tra'TYJV. 'TOVTOV OE 
ahtov ;cp'YJ elvat lJn elcrtv oi "EXX7JVE'>' 
a o' b.v aiCOVUCUUtv fJoecu') 'TtVO') AE"fOV'TO'), 'TaV'Ta tca£ 
aA.1]81] tcal 'TOt') p.ev 'Tr0t7J'Tat') E7rt'TpE7rOV· 
crtv lJ 'Tt b.v 8€Xcucrt yevoeu8at tcal cpautv Jee'ivat 
aVTOt'), lJp.cu'> oe 7T£U'TEVOVUtv ol') b.v EICEtVOt 
Xerycuu£ tJ-t.fp'Tvpa') aV'TOV') E7TtiryOV'Tat evlo'Te 
7rEpl wv ap.cfJtu/31]'TOVUt' 7rapa Se Alryv7r'Tlot') 
eee'ivat tJ-'YJOEv 3 EtJ-JLeTpcu'> Xeryecr8at tJ-7JOE elvat 

I \ I ,I e \ rf "'' 7T0£7Jutv 'TO 7rapa7rav· E7Ttu'Tau at ryap on .,.ap-
tJ-a!Cov 'TOV'TO iJSov.q., ECI'Tt 7rp0'> 

" '9 t t' > t'' t' I >1 >"'\ "'\ > cuu7rep ovv ot ot 'I' OOV'TE') ovoev oeov'Tat owov, a"'"' 

1 liu!K<I<TII< Op.iis Morel: lillll.l<<i<TOal op.«.r. 
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think they know everything. He maintained that 
no affiiction more serious could befall either individual 
or community than when an ignoramus held himself 
to be most wise, since such men could never be 
freed from their ignorance. " And so ludicrous an 
effect have these men had upon you," he continued, 
" that you say of another poet-Stesichorus, I believe 
it is-who followed Homer's account and repeated 
these same stories about Helen, that he was struck 
blind by her as a liar and recovered his sight upon 
recanting.l And though you tell this tale, you none 
the less believe that Homer's account is true. You 
say, too, that Stesichorus in his palinode declared 
that Helen never sailed off to -any place whatsoever, 
while certain others say that Helen rvas carried off 
by Paris but came to us here in Egypt. Yet with 
all this uncertainty and ignorance surrounding the 
matter you cannot even thus see through the decep-
tion." This, he claimed, was due to the Greek love 
of pleasure. Whatever they delight to hear from 
anyone's lips they at once consider to be true. 
They give their poets full licence to tell any un-
truth they wish, and they declare that this is 
the poets' privilege. Yet they trust them in every-
thing they say and even quote them at times as 
witnesses in matters of dispute. Among the Egyp-
tians, however, it is illegal to say anything in verse. 
Indeed they have no poetry at all, since they know 
this is but the charm with which pleasure lures the 
ear. "Therefore," said he, "just as the thirsty 

1 See note on p. 58. 

2 TauT?. Reiske: TavTa. a p.11oev Reiske: fL'IIi<. 
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a'TT"O'XP'YJ ain·o£<; i)oaTO<; me'iv, oi)TriJ<; oi TaA'I}e;, 
elSevat 8eXovTe<; ovoev OEOVTa£ f.LETp(iJV, aXX' 

43 €gap!Ce'i avTo'i<; a'TT"AW<; a/COUG"a!. Se 7TOi'YJUL<; 
ava1re£8E£ Ta VEV01J aKOVEtV rnu7Tep olvo<; 7Tlvetv 
p.aT'YJV. 

'!!<; ovv 7Tap E!Celvov, 7TEtpauop.at 
el7TEtl', 7rpOUTt8el<; €g 6Jv EDOIC€£ f.LO£ aX'Y}8f} Ta 
Xe<yof.Leva. ryap €v "'i.1rapT'[J ryeveu8at Tvv-
oape(iJ uo!f>'Ov avSpa /Cat fjautX€a p).rytuTov, TOVTOV 
oe Ka£ Ar]oa<; ovo 8vryaTepa<; /CaT?i TaVTO rnu7Tep 

KXvmtp.rJUTpav Ka£ 'EXEV'YJV, 
Kat ovo appeva<; 'TT"a'ioa<; OtOVp.ov<; KaAOV<; /Ca£ 
f'S"fUAOV<; /Cat 7TOAV TWV 'EXXr}v(iJV apiuTOV<;. 

44 eivat oe TtJV 'EXev'YJV €7Tl !CaXXet 7rept/3o'Y}Tov !Cat 
7TOAAOV<; f.LV'Y}UTf}pa<; avTf}<; up.tKpa<; 7ratoo<; 
oi5U'YJ'; ryeveuOat Ka£ 1 ap7rarynv l.I7T"O 8'Y}UE(iJ'; 
fjautAE(iJ'; 8vTo<; 'A8r}VWV. ovv 
Tfl<; 'EXeV'YJ<; eVOe(iJ<; €X8e'iv el<; Toil 8'YJUE(iJ<; 
xwpav Ka£ 7Tap8fluat Tnv 7TOA£V Ka£ !Cap.luauOat 

\ .... A,_ I '\. \ 't >/"\.... TTJV aoe""'t''YJV· Ta<; p.ev ovv a""""a<; ryvvat!Ca<; 
acf>dvat XafjovTa<;• OE TOU f.L'YJTEpa 
alX,f.LUA(iJTOV aryetv Ttf.L(iJpavp.evov<; avTov•2 elvat 

' ' ' , f: I ' " ' 'E ........ ryap avTov<; a5top.axov<; 7Tpo<; a1rauav T'YJV """"aoa, 
' 1·'· e ' ... , '0 1 .... /Cat KaTa.uTpe.,au at pq,ot(iJ<; av et Ef-JOVI\oOVTo. 

45 El1rov ovv on Ka£ 7Tap' TafJTa XeryeTat 
Ka£ 7Tpouen rl><; aUTO'; €opaK6J<; er'l}v €v '0Xvp.7Tla 
€v Tip o7Ttu8ooop.rp Toil ve6J Tfj<; "Hpa<; 
Tf}<; ap7Taryfl<; E!Celv'Y}<; €v Tfj EvXtvv !Ct{j(iJTp Tfj ' e I ' ' K .r. ,.... ' A ' " avaTe €LG"'[J V'TT"O Vy €1\oOU, TOV<; u.to!TKOpOU<; €')(,0V-

1 Kal Dindorf : • aln·&v Rhodomann: 

1 The Greek form of the name omits the letter n, but the 
familiar English form is retained by the translator. 
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have no need of wine, but a drink of water suffices 
them, so too seekers after truth have no need of 
verse, but it is quite enough for them to hear the 
unadorned truth. Poetry, however, tempts them 
to listen to falsehood just as wine leads to over-
drinking." 

Now I shall endeavour to repeat what he told me, 
adding my reasons for thinking his words to be true. 
According to his account, Tyndareus, a wise man 
and a very great king, was born in Sparta. Then 
Leda and he had two daughters named just as we 
name them, Clytemnestra 1 and Helen, and two large 
handsome twin sons,2 by far the best among the 
Greeks. Helen was famed for her beauty, and while 
yet but a little girl had many suitors and was carried 
off by Theseus, who was king of Athens. Whereupon 
her brothers straightway invaded Theseus' country, 
sacked the city, and recovered their sister. They 
freed all the women they had captured except the 
mother ofTheseus,3 whom they carried off a prisoner 
in retaliation; for they were a match for all Greece 
and could have subjugated it easily had they so 
wished. 

I remarked that this was our account also and 
that, moreover, I had myself seen at Olympia in 
the rear chamber of the temple of Hera a memorial 
of that abduction upon the wooden chest dedicated 
by Cypselus.' It represents the Dioscuri 5 holding 

• Castor and Pollux. 8 Aethra. 
' Tyrant of Corinth. When a child his mother hid him in 

a chest (kypsele) to save him from being murdered. Hence 
his name. In memory of this escape he dedicated a splendid 
chest of cedar wood at Olympia. Pausanias describes it in 
detail. 

6 Literally, "sons of Zeus," i.e. Castor and Pollux. 
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Ta<; e7rt/3efJYJKV'iav TV Ke9Jai\.f7 
Ka£ D..Kovcrav, Ka£ e7T£rypafLJLa 

e7Ttryerypaf.Lf.LEVOV rypdJLJLacrt. 
46 MeTtt oe TaVTa, e9J1J, Tvv-

oap£oa<; 0 , ryttp O'Tt 
tJv Ka£ tlpxot rwv 'Aprye£wv-€fJovi\.eTo 
7rpoui\.af]e'iv Ka£ Oltt TOVTO 
f"/1Jf.L€ Ki\.vTatfL'Ijurpav· oe 

\ '" j\,/, '" \ "' '',J, 'Ei\.i\. I f.L€V Ttp UO€ 't'lf'• 0€ e't'acrK€ TWV 1JVWV 
' 1,,1,. \ \ I tl t "" E7rtTpe 'I' etv, Kat ryap 7TpOcr1]/CE£V avrtp 
TOV J.tai\.i\.ov n Mevei\.atp, IIei\.o7T£oy 
OVT£. lj/COV oe /Ca), 7T"Oi\.i\.o£ fLV1JcrTi]per; Ota 

\ "' 1: \ \ '"'i\. \ \ T€ T1JV oo10av T'Y}V 7r€pt TOV /Ca"- OV<; Kat T1JV 
OVVaf.Ltv TWV aoei\.9Jwv Kat TOV 

47 'Eoo/Cet ovv fLOl /Cat TOVTO ai\.1]8er; lhov 
BvryaTepa Tau "itKvwvtwv Tvpav-

vov /Cat rwv dm) nvtt fLV1JcrT€Vuat 9Jacrtv" 
" "' 'I "' I 0' , II 'i\. ·'· " €T£ 0€ 7T7TOOafLEtaV T1JV tVOJLaOV € 0 'I' E"'f1Jf.LEV 
fK ri]r; , a9JtKOfLEVO<;, E>'Y}UEV<; oe U7T"O TOV 

48 ®epf.LWOOVTO<; 7T"OTafLOV f.L£av TWV , AJLa'(ovwv· ror; 
"' • ' ' 'I ' • ' e · " e oe E't''YJ, Kat T1JV w a't't/Cecr at eKoo etuav 

Arryv7T"TOV, ai\.i\.tt fJovv "f€VOfLEVTJV ofhwr; 
olcrTp'ljcrauav €'ABe'iv. 

Oihwr; oe eBovr; fKOtOovat Kat i\.aJLfJav€tv 
ryvva'i/Car; 7rap' ai\.i\.'lji\.wv Kal 7T"i\.€tUTOV 

1 Agariste, who had so many suitors. She was finally 
married to Megacles of Athens. Smindyrides of Sybaris was 
the suitor from Italy. 
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Helen, who is standing upon Aethra's head pulling 
her hair, and there is also an inscription in ancient 
characters. 

" Thereupon," so he continued, " Agamemnon, 
who feared the sons of Tyndareus-because he knew 
that, though he ruled the Argives, he was a stranger 
and a new-comer-sought to win them over by a 
marriage alliance and for that reason married 
Clytemnestra. Helen's hand he sought for his 
brother, but the Greeks to a man declared that 
they would not permit it, since each one of them 
held that she was more closely akin to himself in 
blood than to Menelaus, who was a descendant of 
Pelops. Many suitors came from outside Greece 
also because of Helen's reputation for beauty and 
the power of her brothers and father." 

Now I thought that this last statement also was 
true, since the story goes that the daughter 1 of 
Cleisthenes, the tyrant of Sicyon, was wooed by a 
man from Italy, and that Pelops, who married 
Hippodameia, the daughter of Oenomaiis, came from 
Asia, and that Theseus married one of the Amazons 2 

from the banks of the Thermodon 3 and, as that 
priest maintained, Io 4 came to Egypt as a betrothed 
bride and not as a heifer maddened by the gadfly. 

"And," he added, " since the great houses were 
accustomed, as we have seen, to make distance no 
barrier in forming marriage alliances with one 

a Theseus carried off Antiope, queen of the Amazons, by 
whom he had a son. 

a A river of Pontus, in the district of Themiscyra, the 
reputed home of the Amazons. 

• Daughter of Inachus, king of Argos. According to the 
myth she was loved by Zeus, who changed her into a heifer 
on account of Hera's jealousy. 
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Kat T6v 
Opov KaTa P,V'T}G'T€lav ecp'T}, 7TUTT€VOVTa 
Tfj ovvap.et TOV uxeoov Tt 

'A ' ' ' 1 ' ' .... ' T ' Kah ovoe 7TO"'v potas 
T€ Kat TWV IIeA.o7TtOWV r]o'f} 

ouvauTevovTwv Jv Tfj 'EA.A.aot Kat €7Tt-
49 JA.OovTa oe p.eTa ?ToA.A.ov 7TAOV-

' ... f ' ' ' \ TOU Kat €7Tt f.LV'f}G'TftaV Ka£ 
1:' ,1..' ..... .... , .... ' ' ' ota't'epOVTa KU/\.1\.€£, avTOV KaTaUT'Y}Vat 
Tuvoape,P Te Kat 

2 7TEpt IIpuif.LOV Kat TWV 
XPfJf.LaTWV TOV Kat 
Kat lJn afJTOV ry{ryvotTO (3autA.e{a• T{JV Oe 

lotWT'T/V ecp'T} elvat• ryap 
7Tatutv, dA.A.' OVIC fKelvrp 7Tpou-

' ' · e .... ' " \ · · 1:'' 'T}KEtV' Kat Et'T} Kah 'TJ 't'p0o£T'T} 
avTip {J7TouxotTO T6v aptUTOV ryap.ov TWV Jv 

OVV 7rp0Kp£vat fKe{vov 
0 ' 't' , .... (3 , 'A ' ' V"faTepa, es ov avTrp "'a etv e/C Ttva 
el (3ovA.otTo, e£Te Tov Al"fV7TTlrov e£Te 

50 TOV 'Ivowv. TWV p.ev 'Yap aA.A.rov U7TcLVTWV fA€"f€V 
' ' " ' t' ' ' T ' ' A'O apxetv a?To Jl-EXpt t t0-

Kat ryap Al8to7Trov (3autA.evetv T6v auTov 
dve,Yt6v €K TtOrovov lJvTa Tov IIptaf.Lov 
aOeA.cpov. Kal a'A.A,a 7TOAAa €A.E"fEV f7Ta"fW"fa Kat 
owpa €Uoov Tfj TE Kat 

, " '!:'' e' . "E 7TpOU1JKOVG'tv oua ouoe 5 ot 
€06vavTo. 

' t: ' • 'E' ' ' 't''YJ 0€ Kat €£Vat Ka' 
avTor;• a7T6 'Yap elvat T6v IIptap.ov, 7TUV-

1 -ro'is Emperius : -ro/Js 
2 1<a.l before ll.o"(ov-ra. deleted by Reiske. 
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another, it came to pass that Paris came as a suitor, 
trusting in the power of his father, who was the ruler 
of practically all Asia. Besides, Troy was not far dis-
tant, and what was especially important, the descend-
ants 1 of Pelops were already in power in Greece 
and much intercourse between the two peoples had 
developed. So when he arrived with a great show 
of wealth and a great equipage for a mere wooing-
and he was strikingly handsome too-he had an 
interview with Tyndareus and Helen's brothers, in 
which he dwelt upon Priam's empire, the extent 
of his resources, and his power in general, and 
added that he was next in succession. Menelaus, 
he declared, was but a private individual, since the 
royal prerogative descended to the children of 
Agamemnon, not to him. He urged that he himself 
enjoyed the favour of the gods and that Aphrodite 
had promised him the most brilliant marriage in 
the world.2 Accordingly, he had chosen Tyndareiis' 
daughter, though he might have taken someone from 
Asia had he desired, whether an Egyptian or an 
Indian princess. As for himself, he said that he was 
king of all other peoples from Troy to Ethiopia, 
for the Ethiopians were under the sway of his 
cousin, Memnon, who was the son of Tithonus, 
Priam's brother. Many other enticements did he 
mention and he offered to Leda and the rest of the 
family gifts such as all the Greeks together could 
not have matched. 

" He urged also that he himself was of the same 
stock as Helen, since Priam was descended from 

1 Agamemnon and Menelaus. 
a See note on p. 454. 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

()aveuBat OE lcCUCELVOU'> H:at avTWV 
A tO'> lfvTM. rip o€ 'Aryajl-Efi-VOVt H:at rip MeveA.a<p 

7TpOu'i}!C€lV OV€tO£,etV aurrp 7Tarp£oa• H:at 
rylLp aurov'> etvat cf>pvrya'> a1ro :Bt7TvA.ov. 1roA.v 

H:peZ77ov TOt'> /3autA.evut H:lJOevetv rfi'> 'Aula'> 
.q TOt'> e.H:etBev f1-€Tavaurat'>. H:at rylLp AaOJl-EOOVTa 
TeA.ajl-WVl oovvat €aurov Buryar€pa 'HutOVlJV" 
JA.BeZv rylLp auTOV el, Tpoiav fl-V'YJO"Trypa fl-€7d 
'HpaH:AEOV'>, ll'Yetv oe H:at TOV 'HpaH:AEa cp[A.ov 

51 " ' t:l A 1<;: ' .. ' OV'Ta H:at sEVOV aOf1-€00V'Tt. 7rp0'> OVV TaVTa 0 
Tvvoapew'> €{3ovA.eveTo fl-ETd Twv 1raiowv. Kat 
EOOK€£ aVTOt'> O"H:07TOVO"tV ou xeZpov e'lvat 7Tpou-
A.a{JeZv TOV'> EH: rfi'> 'Auia'> {3autAEM· 1 fi-EV 
rylLp IIeA.omowv olKiav exetv 
O"UIJOtH:OUO"aV 'Aryap,Efi-VOIJt" AOt7TOV o€, el IIptajl-<p 
KYJDevuetav, 2 H:at Twv eH: et 7rparyfl-aTwv "PaTe'iv 
H:at fi-lJOEVa aUTO V'> H:WAV€tv Tfj'> 'Au[a, H:at 'Tfi'> 
Evpw7T1J'> llpxew a7Tau1J'>· 

IIpo'> o€ TaUT a T]rywvi,eTO JlEV 0 'Aryap.Ejl-V(J)V, 
52 OE TOt'> OtKaLOt'>. ecp'l} 'YaP 0 Tvvoapero, 

iH:avov etvat avTip H:'I}Oevuavn• H:at /lfl-a JOioauKev 
<I > <;:\ ,/, I \ > <;: "\ ,/, \ > I on ouoe uup.'t'epot Tov aoe"''t'ov avTov Tvryxavew 
Twv Yuwv· oiJTro ryap fi-UA.A.ov E7Tt/3ovA.evuew 
ovo€ rylLp , ATpe'i ®veO"T'YJV eiJvovv ryev€uBat. jl-a-
AtO"Ta o' e7T€t8e A.erywv l5n 3 OVH: av€govTat oi 
/lA.A.ot fi-V'YJO"Tfjpe'> TWV , a7TOTVXOVT€'>, 
ovTe ovTe 'AvTiA-oxo" ovTe 'AxtA.A.e6,, 
aAAd H:at l5n H:lVOVV€UU€£ TOV'> 

1 T'IIV Reiske: ToJV. 
• tq'5evrre<av Alcline edition: /C'IIO<V<T€1<. 
3 a.brov before 3n deleted by Emperius. 

1 He seduced the wife of Atreus, his brother. 
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Zeus and he had been told that she and her brothers 
were also his offspring; that it did not lie with 
Agamemnon and Menelaus to taunt him on his 
origin, for they themselves were Phrygians from 
Mount Sipylus; Tyndareus might much better ally 
his family with the ruling kings of Asia than with 
immigrants from that country. For Laomedon too 
had given his daughter, Hesione, to Telamon, who 
came with Heracles to Troy to sue for her hand, 
bringing the latter along also because he was the 
friend and ally of Laomedon. And so Tyndareus 
consulted with his sons regarding these matters, and 
after due consideration they decided that it was not 
such a bad policy to ally themselves with the kings 
of Asia. For they saw that the house of Pelops had 
Clytemnestra, who was the wife of Agamemnon, and 
besides, if they became allied by marriage with 
Priam's house, they would have control of affairs 
there too and nobody would stand in the way of 
their governing all Asia and Europe." 

Agamemnon opposed all this, but the weight of 
the argument was too strong for him. For Tyndareus 
assured him that it was quite enough for him to 
have become his son-in-law and warned him that 
it was not at all advisable for his brother to have 
power equal to his own, since he might thus the 
more easily undermine him. Thyestes,l for ex-
ample, had not been loyal to Atreus. He dissuaded 
him most effectively, however, by urging that the 
other suitors from Greece would not tolerate their 
own rejection in his interest, neither Diomede nor 
Antilochus 2 nor Achilles, but would take up arms, 
and so he would be in danger of making the 

e Son of Nestor. 
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7r0tfla-at TWV 
53 KpetTTOV OOV eivat ICaTaA£7r€tV 'TrOAep,ov 

Jv "EAA'I]CT£. TOV oe 11x0eu0at 
p,ev, OVIC gxetv oe ICWAVCT'[I TOV Tvvoapew• 
ICVptov ryap eivat auTOU l1p,a 
cpo/3e'iu0at avTou. oihroc; 
Aa/3e'iv <EAEV1]V e/C TOU OtiCa[ov, 

54 

I \ \ \ 7retuavTa /Cat 
/Cat acpudu0at /1ryovTa p,eT?J, 7rOAAou /Cat 
xapac;• /Cat 'TOV Te IIplap,ov /Cat TOV "EKTopa 

ToUr; /l,)..)..ovr; rjoeuOat T/i> ryap,rp 
/Cat • E)..ev1Jv v7rooexeu0at p,eTa Ovutwv /Cat 
evxwv. 

...... I 11-1 tl,l, \ > le > I .:.,ICO'TT'Et oe, E't'1J, T1JV EV1J etav TOV evavnov 
Aoryov, 0"0£ 00/CEL ovvaTOV eivat 7rpWTOV p,ev 
JpauOflva£ TtVa ryvvat/Cor;, f}v ov'TT'W'TT'OTe eioev· 
e'TT'etTa /Cat 7rE'iuat ICaTaAmouuav Tov 11vopa /Cat 

7raTpioa /Cat 7raVTar; TOV<; avaryiCaiovr;, ET£ oe 
olp,at OvryaTptov ryeryovv'iav f-'1JTepa, uvvaiCOAOV-
Ofluat avopt aAAocpv)..rp. Ota TaVT1]V ryap 
'" I ' "' ' \ 'A"' 11-1 a"'orytav CTVV€71"1\.aCTaV TOV 'TT'EpL T1]<; 't'POOLT1]<; 

55 JLU8ov 7rOAV TOVTWV a7T'07rA1]1CTOTepov. el oe 0 
'A" If: • e 'e " , • I "er,;avopor; eve Vf-''YJ 1], 'TT'W<; o Te 7raTIJP E'TT'e-
Tpe'frev OVIC l;,v aVO'Y)TO<;, aAAa /Cat ucpoopa 00/CWV 
vouv gxetv, rj TE 'TT'W<; oe l el!Co<; TOV 
"Enopa fJuTepov p,ev ovetOi,etv Kat Aotoope'iuOat 
avTp 7rEpt Tfl<; &)r; cpT}CT£11 "0p1]por;• 
Mryet ryap oihror;· 
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strongest men among the Greeks his foes. It 
would, therefore, be better not to leave any cause 
for war and dissension among the Greeks. This, 
however, so the priest said, angered Agamemnon, 
but he was unable successfully to oppose Tyndareus, 
who was master of his own daughter; and at the 
same time he stood in awe of Tyndareus' sons. 
Thus it was that Paris took Helen as his lawful wife 
after gaining the consent of her parents and brothers, 
and took her home with him amid great enthusiasm 
and rejoicing. And Priam, Hector, and all the 
others were delighted with the union and welcomed 
Helen with sacrifices and prayers. 

" Then see," continued the priest, " how foolish 
the opposite story is. Can you imagine it possible 
for anyone to have become enamoured of a woman 
whom he had never seen, and then, that she could 
have let herself be persuaded to leave husband, 
fatherland, and all her relatives-and that too, I 
believe, when she was the mother of a little daughter 
-and follow a man of another race ? It is because 
this is so improbable that they got up that cock-
and-bull story about Aphrodite, which is still more 
preposterous. And if Paris had any thought of 
carrying Helen away, why was the thing permitted 
to happen by his father, who was no fool, but had 
the reputation of having great intelligence, and by 
his mother? What likelihood is there that Hector 
tolerated such a deed at the outset and then after-
wards heaped abuse and reproach upon him for 
abducting her as Homer declares he did? Here are 
his words: 

1 3€ .Arnim : -yap. 
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!:::.vu1rapt, &ptuTe, 
' 7T€VTa, 

afe' (lyovo<; T' T' ti7fo-
A_eu(}at. 

ou "/UP TOt xpaLUft!J TU T€ Swp' 
'Acppo0£nJ<; ' 

?] T€ f€Oj.t'l} TO T€ eioo<; ()T' EV f€0VL'[}Ut ftt'Y€LYJ<;' 
6 'f: ) ,.. I ,.. ,.. 

5 Es 0€ 7TpaTTOVTt UV"/X,Wp'I}Uat TaUTa ,' 0 T€ 

ou 7rpoe"A-e'Ye ftUVTt<; Q}v, ?] Te 
Kauuuvopa Beocpopovt-teVYJ, S€ o 
'Avn}vwp OOI€WV cppove'iv, a"A-A-' lJfTT€pov 
f€TOVV "at E7TE7TA.iiJTTov €1rt €gov 
acp' EUT[M 1 1€W"'A-Vetv; 

"lva S€ 
1€al Ttt "frevoij J.tUX,€Ta£' AE"/OVUt 
'Yap w<; 7Tpo OAL"/WV €TWV 'Hpat€"'A-ij<; 7T€7TopB1] .. m 

7TO"'A-tv Ota j.ttt€pav 7rpocpacrtv, imep 
L7T7TWV OTl auT/jJ owuetv 0 Aaoj.teOwv 

57 "freuuatTO. /€at aV€j.tV'IjuBrtv TWV f7TWV, ev 
? I ,1.. 

0£<; TaVTa 't''I}Utv' 

7TOT€ oevp' {vex' L7T7TWV AaOj.tEDOVTO<; 
t\f:: " \ \ \ ) I I e., OL'[]<; uvv V'I}VUt /€at avopaut 7ravpoTepotcrtv 
'IA-iov 1ro"A-tv, x?]pwue o' 

Oui€OVV, €t7T€V, ouoe TOVTO a"'A-'I}Be<; AE"/OV(T£, 7TW<; 
ryttp ev o"A-£ryrp X,povrp OlJTW 7TO"'A-t<; a"'A-ouua 1€at 
ep'l}j.tWBe'iua TOUaUTrJV E7TLDOU£V euxev ft€"/LU'-

1 b.cp' Wyttenbach: b.cpud,.8a&. 

1 Iliad 3. 39 f. (and, from the middle of the third verse), 
54 f. 
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'0 luckless Paris, nobly formed, 
Yet woman-follower and seducer ! Thou 
Shouldst never have been born, or else at best 
Have died unwedded. Thy harp will not avail, 
Nor all the gifts of V en us, nor thy locks, 
Nor thy fair form, when thou art laid in dust.' 1 

How comes it that neither Helenus, seer though he 
was, nor Cassandra, the divinely inspired, nor even 
Antenor, reputed for his wisdom, gave a word of 
warning but afterwards were indignant and censured 
what had been done, when they could have kept 
Helen from their doors ? 

" But that you may understand the excess of ab-
surdity and see how the lies contradict one another, 
I cite what is told of Heracles sacking the city a few 
years previously on a slight pretext, angered because 
Laomedon had proved himself false in not giving 
him the horses which he had promised." And I 
recalled the verses in which Homer makes this 
statement: 

"Hercules 
The lion-hearted, who once came to Troy 
To claim the coursers of Laomedon, 
With but six ships, and warriors but a few, 
He laid the city waste and made its streets 
A desolation." 2 

" This is another popular misstatement," said my 
friend, " for how could a city that had been thus 
taken and reduced to a wilderness have made such a 
wondrous recovery in so short a time so as to become 

B Iliad 5. 640 f. 
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ryev€a-Bat -rwv Ka-ra Aa-lav; 7TW<; oe 0 
f.LEV 'HpaKA.fjr; a-vv vava-tv elA.ev eK 1roA.A.ou 
a7ropBYJTOV ova-av, ol Se , Axawt f.L€Ta vewv 
XtA.iwv Kal OtaKoa-lwv eA.BovTf<; OVK €ovvav-ro 
€A.etv ; .f] 1rror; -rov Tiplaf.Lov daa-e /3aa-tA.evetv 
0 'HpaKA.fjr;, a'!rOK-reivar; av-rou -rov 7ra-r€pa W<; 
'!raVTWV exB po-ra-rov, aA.A.' DVK liA.A.ov nva a7r€-

58 lipxovm -rfj<; xwpa<; ; el o' oihwr; W<; 1 
cparn, 1rror; 2 ovK €cpptTTov o[ T pro er; Kat o 
TipiafLO<; -ri}v 7rpo<; TOV<; "EA.A.'f}Va<; €xBpav, elooT€<; 
OT£ Kat 7rp0Tepov ou8€v 'r'I]ALKOUTOV 
a1rw:\ov-ro Kal cwaa--raTot eryevovTo, Kat 7TOAAWV 
fLVY]fLOVevov-rwv 3 n}v aA.wa-tv 7rro<; a-vvef3TJ,4 f.LYJOEV 
-rou-rwv evvofja-at f.L1JOE KwA.urrat -rov 
f.L'IJD€va au-rwv; 

'f I ' I , ,.!.. I , ' 'E' ' I " lVa 0€ -rp07rOV a't'tKOfL€VO<; €£<; 7"1JV 1\.1\.aoa 
a-vvfjv -rfi 'EA.evv Kat OteA.f.rye-ro Kat -reA.evTwv 
UVE7r€tU'€V cpvryetv,5 f.L1Te ryovewv fL1Te '!ra-
-rpioo<; fL1Te avOpoc; "' BvryaTpo<; JL1-re -rfjc; 7rapa 
TOt') "EAATJU'l c/>1f.L'IJ'> cppov-ria-aa-av, a"AA.a f.L'IJDE 
-rove; aoeA.cpovr; cf;o/3tJBe;:a-av 1reptovmr;, or 1rpo-

, \ ',.!.. ,.., 1U1 I \ ' -repov av-rr;v a't'et"'ov-ro Kat ov 7reptetoov 
59 acpatpeBe'ia-av; -rouTo f.Lev ryap 1rapov-ra -rov 

Mev€A.ew 1rroc; -rav-ra €A.aBe rytryvof.Leva; -rouTo 
oe a7rOV7"0') avopo<; ryvvatKa elr; Of.LlAiav acpt-
Kve'ia-Bat avOpt 7TW') eldr; 6 fLTJDe -rwv li"AA.wv 
f.L1JO€va ala-B€a-Bat E7rt/3ovA.i}v aluBofL€vov<; 
Kpu'frat, 7rpOUET£ oe n}v AiBpav -rou ®YJUEW<; 

1 oihws &s Geel: oov olhw 'll"cl.s. 
2 -yap after 'll"ws deleted by More!. 
3 'Tfol\A.Wv J.tV1JfJ.OVEv&wrwv Cohoon: 1roAAol UVTJ!J.Ove6ovTes. 
4 'II"WS rrvv€/311 added by Cohoon : Reiske assumed a lacuna. 
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the greatest of all in Asia? And how was it that 
Heracles, coming with only six ships, captured it 
when it had long been inviolate, while the Achaeans, 
who came with twelve hundred ships, could not 
capture it? Or how did Heracles, who slew Priam's 
father, his mortal enemy, suffer Priam to become 
king instead of appointing someone else as ruler 
of the country? But if it was as they say, how is 
it that Priam and the Trojans did not dread a feud 
with the Greeks when they were aware that once 
before, and for a crime not so great, their people 
had lost their lives or been driven into exile ? 
And though many recalled the capture, how is it 
that not one of them thought of any of these things," 
cried the Egyptian, " and that not one of them 
stopped Paris ? 

" And how in the world after coming to Greece 
did he become intimate with Helen, and talk to her, 
and finally persuade her to elope, without thinking 
of parents, country, husband, or daughter, or of her 
repute among the Greeks, nay, without fearing 
even her brothers,t who were still living and 
had once before recovered her from Theseus and 
had not brooked her abduction? For if Menelaus 
was at home, how did he fail to notice what was 
going on, but if, on the other hand, he was away 
from home, how is it probable that his wife could 
meet and converse with a strange man and none of 
the others be alive to the plot, or that they should 
have concealed it if they knew of it; and further, 
that Aethra, the mother of Theseus, and she a 

1 Castor and Pollux. 

• 'P"J!e!v added by Reiske. . 
' 'TOV'TO ae after EiKbs deleted by Armm. 
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p:rrrepa UVVa7T0,pat avTy a£xp.aAroT'OV OVUaV j-
OV ryap lKavov ovuav EV 
I7TapT1J SovA.evetv, aA.A.' iJpe'iTO aKoA.ovOe'iv 

eo Tpolav, 0 , f..tETa 
, 'I! , " ' "" , E7TpaTTE TO 7Tparyp.a, (J)UTE 

, "' f \ , ... ' .... J "' ov" 7JV tKavov auTrp T'7JV ryvvatKa a7raryaryEtv, 
aA.A.a .,.a, J.t1JOE 
e7TavaxfJ-PJvat p.7JOeva ahlp, Trov Toii Me-
VEAaov -rwv Tou TvvoapEro 

TaVTa VEWV OVUWV 
, A " t-' ' , ' EV T'fl aKrovtK1J, ET£ oE 7rpon:pov a1ro 

I > \ e 1..,. I 0 

a"'aTTav "anovTrov, 7rapaxpTJp.a, 
; 

oihro p.f.v ov ovvaToV e'AfJE'iv j.tETa 
'A' !:: , t- I t'\ , ' ' t- (J "'E5avopov, ryap.rp oe 1rap EI€OVTrov oo Etuav 

61 -rwv olKElrov. oihro ryap EiJA.oryov TE 

ArfJpav p.e-r' Ta 
l€0j.t£UfJfJva£, OVOEV ryap TOIJT(J)lJ a)..)..a 
7ro"'Av p.aA.A.ov ryap.ov u1Jp.E'iov euTw. 

'E7rel. grp,Jv, o 
a7r1JAAary'TJ p,eT' l) TE 

TOV aoeA.rpov vnaTo, 
62 ' , ..t.. 1:' (J ' • , " 1 'A ' Kat Ey'TJ 1rpooo 7JVat V7T avTov, o -re ryap.Ep.vrov 

E1€elvov p,ev TOV , Se 
erpo(3e'iTO V7T'007TTeve 
-rwv ev -rfi 'EA.A.a8t 7rparyp.aTrov 7rpouTJKovTrov 
avT/jl ota TOV ryap,ov, oiJTro oq 
uvryl€aAE'i "a£ grp1J 

l€at -rqv 'E"AA.aoa 
l€aTarppov7JfJfJvat ap{UTTJV ryvvatKa or-
xeufJat EKOofJe'iuav, 

1 n Arnim : 6f. 
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captive, should have sailed away with her ?-For it was 
not enough that she, the daughter of Pittheus, should 
be a slave in Sparta, but she must deliberately 
follow along to Troy, and Paris conducted the affair so 
boldly and with such licence that it was not enough 
for him to abduct the wife, but he took the treasure 
too !-and that not a single soul should have put out 
after him, none of the people of Menelaus or of 
Tyndareus, nor Helen's brothers, though there were 
ships in Laconia and, what is more, though the pair 
had first to get down on foot from Sparta to the 
coast, and the news of her abduction was probably 
published at once? It would have been impossible 
for her to go with Paris in any such way, but 
possible if she was given in marriage with the full 
consent of her kinsfolk. Thus only was it reason-
able that Aethra arrived with her and that the 
treasures were taken along. None of these facts 
points to an abduction, but much rather to a 
marriage. 

" But when, as I said, Paris married Helen and 
departed with her, Menelaus brooded over the failure 
of his suit and upbraided his brother, declaring that 
he had been betrayed by him. But Agamemnon 
was not so much concerned about him as he was 
fearful of Paris, who, he suspected, might interfere 
some time in the affairs of Greece, which concerned 
him now on account of his marriage with Helen. 
For this reason he convoked the others who had 
been Helen's suitors and declared that they had one 
and all been outraged and Greece treated with con-
tempt, and that the best woman among them had 
been given in marriage to barbarians and was gone, 
as though there were no one among themselves who 
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63 6vTo<; M;iov -rrap auTOt<;. TavTa 'A€rywv TOV 

ftEV Tvvoap€WV -rraprJT€tTO (]'U"f"fVWft'Y}V ex€lV 
e/CEA€V€' -rrapaA.orytaBf,vat ryap auTOV imo Swpwv· 
TOV S€ 'AA.egavopov aiTlOV a71'aVTWV ci71'€cpatv€ 
!Cal TOV IIplaf'ov· -rrapeKa'A€t avaTpaTEVEtv 
€-rrl T1]V Tpoiav· -rro'A'A.a<; ryilp €'11.-rrloa<; exew 

auTr]V avvapaf'EVWV a71'aVTWV. "f€VO-

f'EVOV o€ TOVTOV 71'0A'Aa Otap-rraa cl V 
' \ \ I I "" ' I '9' avTOV<; /Ca' xwpa<; 1CpaT1)(]'€lV T'Y]<; aptaT'YJ'>• €£Vat 

ryap f'EV 7r0AlV 71'AOVatWTUT'I'JV a71'aawv, TOV<; 
o€ av8pw7I'OV<; V7T"O Tpvrf>f]<; Otecp8apf'EVOV<;' exelV 
u /CaL (]'V'Y'Y€V€t<; 71'0AAO(J<; €v TV 'Aaiq, TOU<; a-rro 
Ile'A071'0<;, (]'Vft7rpagovatv auT(jl ftl(]'OVVT€<; TOV 
IIpiaftoV. 

64 Tavra a/COVOVT€<;, oi ,.dv TlV€<; wpry£/;oVTO 
/CaL aTtftLUV T(jl 6vn fVOftlSOV Tfj<; 'EA.'Aaoo<; TO 
"f€"f0110<;, oi S€ TlV€<; a7I'O 

aTpaT€La<;· o6ga 'Yap ryv TWV Jv TV 'Aaia 
I t I"\. \ "'\. I t (3'' -rrpa"ff'aTWV W<; f'E"fa"-WV /Cat 71'1\.0VTOV V7r€p a'JI.-

AOVTO<;. €l f'EV ouv imo Tou M€v€-

A.aou ftV'IJaT€vovT€'> 1 'EA.€v'l}v, ouK b,v €cpp6v-
naav, a'AA.a TOvvavTlov €rf>r)oeaBat eft€AAOV 

" ' 'A' 't: ' , " aUT({'' !JVV 0€ TOV 1\.esavopov €ftl(]'OVV a71'aVT€<;, 
auTO<; eKa(]'TO<; acpvpf]aBat TOV ryaJLOV. 
o[hw o€ Tfj<; aTpaT€La<; "f€VOftEV7]'>, 71'Eft'l/ra<; 0 
'A'Yaf'EftVWV a71'?JT€l 'EA.EV7JV' ryilp 
avTYJV 'E'A.A7]VLOa oucrav ryaf''Y]Bf]va£ TlVl TWV 
'EA.'Arjvwv. 

65 Tuum o€ a/COVCTaVT€<; oi Tpw€<; 
Kal o IIpiaJLo<; 71'aVTWV f'a'AtaTa o '' EKTwp, 
OTt vowp TOV 'A A.a/3ovTO<; 71'aptt TOV 

1 1-W'YJffTEVov'Tf:s Arniln: JI.V'1J(f'TtVotTos. 
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was worthy of her. In such terms, he sought to excuse 
Tyndareus and urged them to forgive him as having 
been blinded by the gifts; but he laid the entire blame 
upon Paris and Priam and exhorted his countrymen 
to make war together upon Troy, declaring that he 
had great hopes of taking it if they would all join 
in, and of their reaping a rich harvest of booty in 
that event and securing dominion over the fairest 
of countries; for of all cities, he said, Troy was 
the wealthiest, and its people had been enervated 
by luxury. Besides, he had many relatives in Asia 
who belonged to the house of Pelops and would 
make common cause with him because they hated 
Priam. 

"Now some of the suitors were furious on hearing 
these words, feeling that the occurrence was indeed 
a disgrace to Greece, while others expected to profit 
from the campaign; for the notion prevailed that 
Asia was a land of big things and of wealth untold. 
Now had it been Menelaus who had defeated them 
in the suit for Helen's hand, they would not have 
cared themselves ; nay, on the contrary, they doubt-
less would have rejoiced in his happiness. But as 
it was, they all hated Paris, each man feeling as 
though his own bride had been torn from him. Thus 
it was that the campaign began, and Agamemnon 
sent to demand the return of Helen on the ground 
that she, a Greek woman, should be married to some 
one of the Greeks. 

" When they heard this message, the Trojans were 
indignant and so was Priam, but Hector 1 in par-
ticular, since Paris had lawfully received her at her 

1 Son of Prhm and the greatest warrior among the 
Trojans. 
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Ka), 'E"A€v1]s- (3ov"Aof.J-€v1JS' EKeivrp 
uvvotKe'iv, oi S€ dva£uxvVTov ET6AJLWV "A€-

' \ ''"" , d ,..., ,., ryetv "Aoryov- Kat e't'auav rytryV(IJUKEtV OTt o,1]Totev 
I ',J.. J \ <:'\ \ >f -,.1 

7TOA€f.J-OV 7Tpo't'aUtV' auTO£ O€ fl-1] apxetv 7T'01'-€f.J-OV 
I ,, ' I B ' .... Kp€tTTOVS' OVT€S', aJLUV€(}' at O€ €7Tl'X,€tpOVVTaS', 

Kat s,a TaUT a imEJL€VOV oi T pow; 7TOAUV xp6vov 
7T'OA€fLOVf'€VOt Kat ?ToA,A,{i, 7TaUX,OVT€S'' OU'X, l5ua 
"01-'?JPOS' cp1]UtV, S€ Kat Tijs- ryijs- auTWV cpBH-

1 \ "'"' ' B ' ' B I poJLEV?JS' Kat 'TT'O"'"'wv a7ro VrJUKOVTWV av pw7rwv· 
OT£ n'TT'iUTaVTO aDtKOUVTas- TO US' 'Axatous- Kat TOV 
' If: o:- 'B' " '!: ' o:-' ' 66 A"A€r,avopov ov ev aTo7rov 7rpa,avTa. et oe fl-17• 
Tis- &v nvf.uxeTO auTWV TWV aSe"Acpwv 0 

\ 1 >f -,. > -,.-,. I \ 7TaT1]p TWV aAAWV 7TO!'-£TWV a'TT'0!'-1'-Vf'EVWV Kat 
7TcLU1]S' 2 KtvDVV€VOVU1]S' avauTaTOV ryevf.uBat TijS' 
7r6Xews- Sta EK€LVOV 7rapaVOf'LaV, a7ro06v-

'E"AEV1]V uwuat auTO oi Se Kat VUTepov, 
WS' cpautv, KaTE'ixov 

Kat tl'Y]tcpo(3rp uvvpKt,OV, WS' f.J-E"f£UTOV 
' B \ " ' ,.,. \ A, (3 I ' a'Ya OV €V T!J 7TO!'w€£ Kat 't'O OVf.J-€VOt JL'YJ 

67 KaTaAL'TT'Ot auTous-. KaiTot el 7Tp6Tepov €pwua Tou 
'A t: ' ,, ... , '(3 '" , , ' A€r:,aVopoU €f.L€V€V, ET£ € 0Vl'-€TO fL€V€tV, €£ f.l-1] 

'(3 ' ' ' B "' , ' ' Kat fl1]tcpo OV aUT1]V epau ?]Vat 1'-E"fOVUtv j etKOS' 
ryap ?Te'iuat T pwas-, a'TT'oDouvat 
r I , ' \ 'rh (3 ' 'A I €TOtf.LOVS' OVTaS'. €£ O€ €'t'O €£TO TOVS' 
Dta"Avuets- 7Tp6Tepov evpf.uBat X,pijv· Ka), 'YaP 
EKE'ivot a'Ya7T'1]TWS' av a?T1]'A.Ad'Y1]Uav TOU 7TOAEJLOV, 
7T'A€£UTWV Ka), apiuTWV T€BV1JKOTWV, OU 'Yap 

1 f) before Twv is bracketed by Arnim. 
2 Ketl 1r&.u1Js Emperius: 1rJ.vTfS -yCtp. 
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father's hand, and Helen had consented to be his 
wife, and yet the Greeks dared to use such impudent 
language. They perceived, they said, that the Greeks 
were seeking a pretext for war, and that they were 
not the aggressors, stronger though they were, but 
were defending themselves from attack. This is why 
the Trojans held out although they were assailed a 
long time and suffered many hardships-not so many 
as Homer says, but none the less their land was being 
wasted and numbers of their people were perishing-
because they knew that the Achaeans were in the 
wrong and that Paris had done nothing improper. If 
this had not been the case, would any ofthem, would 
any of the brothers or the father have endured it 
while their fellow-countrymen perished and the city 
was in danger of total destruction on account of 
Paris' lawless act, when by the surrender of Helen 
they might have saved themselves? Yet according 
to the story, they even afterwards upon the death 
of Paris kept her and married her to Deiphobus,l as 
though it were a very great boon to have her in the 
city and they feared she might desert them. And 
yet if at first it was for love of Paris that she stayed 
in Troy, why did she consent to stay on unless, as 
the story goes, she came to love Deiphobus too? 
For the Trojans in all probability could have been 
induced to surrender her, since they were ready to 
do that. If she, however, had reason to fear the 
Achaeans, it would only have been necessary to 
arrive at terms of peace first. Indeed, the Achaeans 
would have been glad to get out of the war, since 
they had lost many of their best men. Enough ! 

1 A son of Priam. 
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liA.1J8€r;; TO Tij() tlp1raryf]r;; oUS€ '7Tapf.qxov alTlav 

'TOV 7TOA6f.LOV oi 'fpwes-, o&ev eutJ\mDes 7Tept-
ryev6u0at. oi ryap llv&pw7TO£ EV ols- av aSucwV'Tat 
t-L6XP'' Juxlhov U7TOJLEvovutv aJLvv6JLevot. 

68 Tav'Ta f-LEV ovv llXXws- v6f-Ltl;e 7Tpax&fwat 
lj w> €ry?.J Xf.ryw. 7ToXv ryap 7TtuT6npov €tC6vm 
Tvvoapew "1JSevuat 'TOt> /3autXevut Tfj> 'Aulas-
/Cat Mev6Xew 'Ti]S' f-LV1JU'T€tas- a7T€A7TLUaV'Ta f3apf.ws-
€veryrdiv, /Cat 'AryaJL6JLvova cpo/37J&ijvat 'TO V> IIpta-
f-LLSas- rcan1uxwut 'EXXaSa, arcovovTa /Cat 
II€Xo7Ta 'TOV aV'TOV 7rp6ryovov, EIC 'TfjS' av'Ti]S' lJv'Ta 
xwpas-, ota 'TO ICf]Sos- 'TO OlvoJLaov ITeXo-
7TOVV1JUOV rcaTauxeZv, rca£ 'TOVS' llXXovs- TJ'YEJLovas-
uvvapauO at 'TO V 7TOAEJLOV, f-LV'f]lTtKa/COVV'TaS' O'Tt 
av'TO') ;rcaU'TOS' OUIC g'Y1Jf.L€V, "' €pau&ijvat f-LEV 'AX€-
t: > f f > I,,, !:' \ >. 
5 avopov 1}> 1J'YVO€t ryvvatrcos-, e7Tt'Tpe., at oe avnp 

\ I "\ ""' I d '1:: \ 'TOV 7Ta'Tepa 7T"'Evuat 'TOtaV'T1JS' eveKa 7rpa5 ews-, rcat 
" A. ' I' T I ,, I Tav'Ta, ws- 't'autv, ov 7Ta"'at 'T1JS' pota> a"'OVU1JS' 

V7TO rca£ 'TOV 7Ta'TpOS' au'TOV AaoJLeSov'TOS' 
69 a7To&av6V'TOS'' fJu'Tepov OE 7TOA€f.LOVJLEVOVS' rca£ 

TouavTa rcaKa 7Tauxov'Ta> Ohetv eJCSovvat 
l;wv'TOS' 'AXegavOpov a7To&av6v'TOS', 

ovDeJL£av e'X7Tioa gxoVTac; Tfj> ur.oT1Jpias-· Se 
'E' I ' {] ' t: ' , !:' ' .. ' , ' f\,f.V1JV €pauo1}Vat f-L€V 5€Vov avopos-, p 'T'TJV apX'TJV 
OV/C elrcos- EV Of-LtA.lq. ryeveu&at, tca'TaAt-
7TOVUav oe 7TaTpiSa rcal 'TOV> olrcelovs- rca£ 
'TOV llvopa f-L€'T' aluxvV'T]S' JX0e£v els- av0pw7TOVS' 
f-LtuovvTas-· 7TavTa Tav'Ta Se rytryv6f-LEva f.L"'S6va 
498 
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There was no truth in the tale of Helen's abduction, 
nor were the Trojans responsible for the war, and 
therefore they confidently expected victory. For 
men fight to the last ditch when they are being 
wronged. 

" I assure you," the priest continued, " these 
things happened just as I have described them. For 
it is much more plausible that Tyndareus voluntarily 
formed a marriage alliance with the kings of Asia, 
that Menelaus was angered by having to give up his 
suit, that Agamemnon was alarmed lest the descend-
ants of Priam should get control of Greece, hearing, 
as he did, that his own forefather, Pelops, who came 
from that same Asia, gained control of the Pelopon-
nesus by his connection with Oenomaiis,l and that the 
remaining leaders took part in the war, each with 
revenge rankling in his heart because he had not 
been the accepted suitor-this, I say, is much more 
plausible than that Paris fell in love with a woman 
he did not know and that his father permitted him 
to sail on such an enterprise, although, according to 
the story, Troy had but recently been taken by the 
Greeks and Priam's father, Laomedon, slain; and 
that afterwards in spite of the war and their countless 
hardships the Trojans refused to surrender Helen 
either when Paris was living or after he died, although 
they had no hope for safety; much more reasonable 
than that Helen gave her affection to a stranger 
with whom she had probably never come in contact 
at all and shamefully abandoned her fatherland, 
relatives, and husband to come to a people who 
hated her. How incredible too that no one should 

1 He married Hippodameia, the daughter of Oenomaiis, 
and became king of Pisa in Elis. 
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ICWAl/IJat, 1 teat TavTa 
1rel;fj, €wr; BaXaTTTJ<; ci7To7TA.euuauav 
uvvapauBat OE TOV rTTOAOV El'T}rTEW<; f.L'T}TEpa 
7Tpeu /3vTepav teat oi]Xov ;;T£ f.LlrTOVrTav 'EA.€-

70 V'T]V' ilrrTepov oe , ov 
XeryeTat €pav, f::l.'Y]tcp6j3rp uvve'ivat-teaBa7rep oif.Lat 
tecitcdvrp Ti]r; 'AcppoUTTJ<; 

€BeA.etv a7rtEVat 7Tapa TOV avTi]r; &vopa 
Tour; Tpwar; ci7Tooovvat 'EX€v1Jv j3lq, 

f.LEXP£ aA.wvat 7TOAtv. TOVTWV oUBev eltcor; OUOE 
ovvaTov. eT£ OE TOO€ 7rpOr; TOt<; elp'YJf.LEVOtr;. 

T \ \ """ "'\ " 'A I ,/., OV<; f.LEV a/\.1\.0V<; a7TaVTa<; xatovr; 't'1JrTlV 
"0/-L'T}pO<; teO£Vwvf]uat, ot<; .fJTTOV ff.LEA€, Tf]r; OV-
VUf.LEW<;' KarrTopa oe teat IIoA.voevtc'f}V p,6vovr; 

71 cicpttceu8at, Tour; paA.trrTa vj3ptrTf.LEVOV<;. TaUTrJV 
OE l1ryvotav tepV7TTWV ''Op,7Jpor; 7T€7T0{7JK€ Bav-
1-Lal;ovuav 'EXEV'T}V' f7T€tTa auTO<; ci7rEAO-

el1rwv ;;T£ 7TpoTepov. ovKovv 
TO rye l;wvTWV ap7TarrBi]vat oi]Xov €unv. 
e7T€£Ta , Arya/)-Ef.LVOVa 7T€ptEf.L€VOV oeKa eT'Y} Ota-
Tpi(3ovTa teat uvvaryovTa UTpanav, aXX' OVK 
eVBur; cioe"A</l1JV, p,a"AtrTTa f.LEV el KaTa 
7rAOVV €1\otev• el o' OVV, ror; f.L€Ttt 

72 avTWV ovvaf.L€Wr;; ou ryap €7Tt El'T}rTEa f.LEV 
ev8vr;, &vopa "EA.A.7Jva Kat TWV /1A.Xwv l1ptrTTOV, 
eT£ oe avTOV T€ 7TOAAWV l1pxovTa teat 'HpaKXeovr; 
hat:pov teat IIetpiBov Kat E>eTTaXour; Kat BotwTour; 

1 Ked added by Reiske. 
soo 
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have nipped all these doings in the bud, or sought 
to catch her while she was hurrying to the sea, and 
on foot too, or pursued after she had embarked, and 
that the mother of Theseus, an elderly woman, who 
certainly hated Helen, should have accompanied her 
on the journey. Afterwards too it is just as unlikely 
that on the death of Paris, whom they say Helen 
loved, she should have been the wife of Deiphobus-I 
suppose because Aphrodite had promised her to him 
also-and that not only she should have been unwill-
ing to return to her husband, but that the Trojans 
should not have been unwilling, until their city was 
captured, to surrender her through compulsion. All 
that is improbable and indeed impossible. The same 
applies also to the following. 

"According to Homer, all the other Greeks, in 
spite of the fact that they had but a secondary 
interest in the dispute, took part in the expedition, 
while Castor and Pollux, who had been most deeply 
injured, did not go. Homer in veiling this blunder 
has represented Helen as expressing her astonish-
ment and then, made excuse for them himself by 
saying that they had died before this.l Hence it is 
evident that they were still living when she was 
carried off. And yet did they wait ten years for 
Agamemnon to waste time and muster an army 
instead of pursuing their sister at once in the hope 
of taking her on the voyage if possible, or else 
waging war with their own force if they failed? I 
cannot believe that they would have proceeded at 
once against Theseus, a man of Greek blood and peer· 
less in valour, a ruler also of many and a comrade 
of Heracles and Peirithoiis with Thessalians and 

1 Cf. Iliad 3, 23!l£. 
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" I • \ I:'\ 'A" If: 1:' • f\ exovTa UVJLJLaxov<;• E'TT"h oe "'esavopov OVte aV 
aAAtl TOV<; 'ATpe[Sa<; 7reptEJLEVOV Setea lT'IJ 

uv}\.}\.eryov-ra<; SVvaJLtV. "Iuro<; ryttp eltCO<; 
teal auTOV acf)tteEU8at TOV TvvS&pero teal f.L7Jeev 

73 aUTOV teroAvuat Ti}v ou ryap Si] Ne-
uTopo<; 'TraAatoTepo<; ouSf. cl>o[vtteO<; ouof. JLaA-
' ' , "' "" ' ... A ' "'ov eteewov<; 7rpOU1JICOV 'YJV aryavateTe£V -,1 TOV 
'TraTepa aUTOV. aAA0 OVTE auTO<; OVTe ol 7rai8e<; 
$, Jl:'\ '9 J 0 " I \ 'tteOV OVOE 'YJV aVTOt<; fJOV"'OfLEVOt<; Ta T1J<; UTpa-

1 ' I • ' \ 'E" I 'f:ll:' Teta<;. eteovTe<; ryap avTOt T7JV "'EV7JV e5eorotCav, 
I "" "\ I \ 'A" If: 7rpotepwavTe<; Trov a"'"'rov JLV7JUT7Jprov Tov "'e5av-

Spov Sta JLerye8o<; Try<; apx9J<; avSpelav· ovSevo<; 
\ '9 I \ "''"' I '' 1' J ""' ryap 'YJV xetprov T'Y}V 'I' VX'YJV. OVTE ovv etCetvot 

acf>[teOVTO OVTE AateeSatfLOV[rov ou-
Selr;, aAAtl teal TOVTO ,Yeuoor; fUTtV lJT£ Meve"Aero<; 

AatCeSatJLovlov<; tCal T9}<; €{3au£}\.eve 
74 TvvMpero trovTo<; teal. ryap Setvov, el 

NeuTrop JLEV 7rpoTepov iJuTepov €A8wv 
a?T' 'IAiov 7rape')(_WP7JUE Toi<; vlo'i<; T9]<; f3aut"Ae[a<; 
teal T9]<; apx9]<; Sta ry9]pa<;, Tvvoapero<; Se MeveAatp 
'f:' A.. I \ "\ "\ \ ' e5euT1J. 't'a.tveTa£ ryap tea£ TavTa 7ro"'"'7JV a?TO-
plav lxovTa. 

'E \ 1:'' .. "''8 • 'A I ' ' 7TE£ o OVV ·'I"' OV Ot xato£, TO f.LEV 7rpCA>TOV 
etpryovTO T9]<; ry9]<;, teal ITproTeu[}\.ao<; TE a'TrO-
OviJutee£ /3tatoJLEVO<; a7ro{39]vat teal 7TOAAOl TOOV 
/i,"A"Arov, &JuTe Ote?T"Aevuav el<; Ti}v Xeppov7Juov 
V'TrOU'TrOVOOV<; TOU<; vetcpou<; aVEAOJLEVOt, teatee£ 
8a?TTovut TOv ITpr:•>Teu["Aaov. 7rept?T"Ae-
ovTe<; a?T€{3atvov elr; xwpav tCal TOOV 'TrOAtu-

1 In his old age when ruling over the third generation of 
men according to Homer, he took part in the expedition 
against Troy. 
so a 
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Boeotians to help him, and yet would not have 
proceeded against Paris but would have waited 
ten years for the Atreidae to muster their forces. 
Why, perhaps we should have expected Tyndareus 
himself to go and to find his years no hindrance. He 
certainly was not older than N estor 1 or Phoenix a 
either, nor was it any more fitting for them to 
feel resentment than for the father himself. Yet 
neither he nor his sons came nor did they approve 
of the expedition. The reason was, in fact, that 
they had voluntarily given Helen in marriage since 
they preferred Paris to the other suitors on account 
of the greatness of his kingdom and his manly 
qualities, for he was no man's inferior in character. 
So neither did those men come to fight nor anyone 
from Lacedaemon; nay, it is also untrue that Mene-
laus led the Lacedaemonians and was king of Sparta 
while Tyndareus was yet alive. It would have been 
strange indeed if Nestor, neither previous to his 
departure nor afterwards on his return from Troy, 
ceded his royal power and realm to his sons because 
of his age, and yet Tyndareus made way for Mene-
laus. These considerations also certainly raise serious 
difficulties. 

"Now when the Achaeans arrived, they were at 
first prevented from making a landing, and Protesi-
laiis with many others was slain in trying to force 
one. They therefore sailed across to the Chersonese a 
after recovering their dead under truce, and there 
Protesilaiis was buried. After this they sailed 
around, effected a landing in the country, and sacked 

1 Teacher of Achilles, whom he accompanied on the expedi-
tion against Troy. See also p. 59. 

a The modern Gallipoli. 
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75 p.riTwv nva lrropOouv. o DE 'Axeeavopor; p.era 
Toii TOV p.ev IJx,Xov uuvqryev d.'TraVTa 
TOV f/C Tijt;; TO lluTV, OE 

Tar; 1 'Trpor; Tfi OaXaTTTJ s,a To 
SVvauOat 'TravTax,oii flo1JOe'iv. '1Ta7uv DE tcaTa-

Tov 'Ax,atwv Xtp.eva 
/Cal vavuTa8p.ov 'TrepteflaXovTO Kat 

I,/.. , t: ,/.. Q I \ "E \ Ta..,.pov wpv5 av ..,.ot-Jovp.evo£ TOV /Cropa /Cat 
"a£ p.fiXXov auTot 'Tr0At0p1C1JUO-

f.LEVO£ 7Tapeu/CEVUSOVTO, 
76 Oi SE Ta p.Ev /1A.A.a uvryx,wpouutv 'Op.1]prp, To 

SE olJ cpaucv auTov ryevop.evov Xeryecv, cht 
'TTE'TrDlTJKEv iJuTepov 'A7ToXA.wva "al IIouetSwva 

e'TT' auTO /Cat acpavluavrar;• 
a 'TrUVTWV 'TTtOavroTaTOV EUT£, KaTa/CXvuOijva£ Ta 
Oep.eA.ta Tov ryap vvv oi 'TrOTap.o£ 
Xtp.vasovuc Tov To'TTov "at 'TroXv Tijr; 
7TpDUICfi'X,ro/CaUt, 2 

77 Tov Se Xomov x,povov Ta p.Ev e'Trolovv 
Ta S' /Cat p.ax,at p.Ev DU 'TTOAAat erye-
VOVTO f/C ou ryap e0appovv 'Trpou-
ceva£ 'Trpor; 'TTOA£V Sea TO 'TrAijOor; /Cat 
avDpelav TWV aiCpofloA.tup.o£ DE teal 
/CAw'TTe'iat TWV 'EXX'1]vwv· TE 

a7To8vflu"et tJv "al M1]uTwp "al 11XA.o, 
'TrAetovr;. 1}v 'Yaf 0 eveopeiiua£ DEtV0-

78 TaTor; E7Tt8eu0ac. 150ev Alvelav TE 

e'TreA.O@v oA.tryov a'TreiCTEtVEV ev TV "IS'{/ 
teal 'TToXXovr; llXXour; "aTa vropav, "a£ Twv 
,/.. I rt \ ,/.. -,. "f ><:'\ \ ..,.povptwv vpet Ta ..,.v,._aTTop.eva· ovoe ryap 
Tijr; E'TTEICpaTovv oi 'Ax,acot &.XX' p.ovov Toii 

1 .,.as added by Emperius. 
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some of the towns, whereupon Paris and Hector 
brought all the country folk into the city, but left 
the small towns on the coast to their fate through 
inability to furnish help everywhere. The enemy 
then sailed back to the harbour of the Achaeans 
and landed under cover of darkness, built a wall 
about their ships, and dug a trench because they 
feared Hector and the Trojans, and made prepara-
tions as if it were they who expected a siege. 

"Now while the Egyptians agree with Homer on 
the other points, they insist that he does not speak 
of the wall as having been finished, their reason being 
that he has represented Apollo and Poseidon as 
having at a later time sent thl" rivers against it and 
swept it away.l The most plausible explanation of 
all is that it was merely the foundations of the wall 
that were inundated. Indeed, even in our day the 
rivers still make a marsh of the place and have 
deposited silt far out into the sea. 

" In the years that followed, the Greeks both did 
and suffered damage. However, not many pitched 
battles were fought, since they did not dare to ap-
proach the city because of the number and courage 
of the inhabitants. Skirmishes and forays there were 
on the part of the Greeks, and it was thus that Troilus, 
still a boy, perished, and Mestor and many others; 
for Achilles was very skilful in laying ambushes and 
making night attacks. In this way he almost caught 
and slew Aeneas upon Mount lda and many others 
throughout the country, and he captured any forts 
that were poorly guarded. For the Achaeans had 
only a foothold for their camp and did not control 

1 Iliad 12. 17 ff. 

s Rhodomann: 
a 1ra.pa.Ta'•"'s Pflugk: • ..,,, 
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ou ryttp liv 7TOTE 
T ,.,. "1: " ' , '!" \ " pwt"'or; e5w Tov Tetxour; eryvf'-va.,ero, tcat TavTa 
fl-aKptlv (i7fo Tf]r; 7To:.\ewr;, ouo' ftv eryewpryouv 
Xeppov'Y}CTOV, Ofi-OAoryouCT£ 7TaVTer;, et7Tep E!Cpa-
TOUV Tf]r; Tp!paOor;, ouo' &v E/C olvor; 

auTo'ic;. 
79 KaKwr; o€ TWJJ 'Axatwv ev TOO 

"\' \ o:- ' ' Q ' ? ""' ' 7TO"'€f1-lp Kat f'-'YJOEVO<; a7TOt-Ja£VOVTOt; WV 'YJ"'7T£CTaV, 
aA.A.tt CTVfl-fl-cLXWV emppeoVTWV aet TOtr; Tpwd 
7TM£0VWV, AOlfl-0<; Te Kat A£f1-0<; auTOVr; 1 

Kat CTTaCT£<; TWV lJ7Tep etw&ev 
ro<; TO 7TOAV ryirveCT8at TOt<; KaKWr; 7TpaTTOVCT£V, 

80 ou TOt<; KpaTOUCTtV. Ofi-OAOrye'i o€ TaUTa Kab 
,, Of'-?] pOt;' obOe ryttp eouvaTo 7TaVTa TaA7]8f] 

· '·'· e · " ' 'A ' a7ToKpv 'I' aCT at• ev otr; 't''fJCT£ Tov ryafi-Efi-VOVa 
EK/CA'Y]CTLaV uuvarare'iv TWV ror; a7Ta-
govTa TO UTpaTEUfl-a, of]A.ov lJT£ TOU 

"\ " ,J..' ' ' ' Q "\ ' ' xa"'€7TW<; 'l'epOVTOt; Ka£ a7T£€Vat t-JOV"'Ofi-EVOU, Ka£ 
TOV 8xA.ov Opfl-fJCTat 7Tpor; Ttlr; vaur;· TOV o€ 
N Kat Tov 'OouuuJa KaTauxe'iv fi-OAtr; 
fl-aVTELav T£Vtl Kat o:.\{ryov EtVat 
XPOVOV cpauKOVTar;, av aUTWV lJ7TOf.LEtVat. 

81 TOV o€ f1-cLVT£V TOUTWV 'Aral'-efi-VWV ev TO'ir; &vw 
, , <:'' , .... &' , e €7T€U£ 't''fJU£ f'-'YJOEV 7TW7TOTE a"''YJ €<; fl-aVT€VECT at, 

M€xpt fi-EV ovv TOUTWV ecpegf]r; ou 7Tavv cpa[-
" ' () ' ,J.. " "0 .... " veTa£ TWV av pw7TWV KaTa'l'povwv fi-'T}por;, a"'A.a , , , e • .,. e " , , , ' 

Tp07TOV T£Va exeCT at Ta'"'YJ OUt;, €£ fi-'YJ rye Ta 7TEpt 
OUK auTor; ro<; ryeVOfi-EVa Ot'Y}ryOUfi-EVor;, 

aA.A.' "EKTopa , AA.egavOp!p 
Kal. 'EA.evnv oovpOfi-EV'T}V 7Tpoc; Tipiafi-OV Kat aVTOV 

1 brle(e Emperius: bri<<TE, 
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the country. Here is a proof: Troilus would never 
have ventured outside the walls for exercise, and far 
from the city too, nor would the Achaeans have tilled 
the Chersonese, as all agree they did,l if they had 
been in control of the Troad, nor would they have 
gone to Lemnos for wine.2 

" As the Achaeans met with misfortune. in the 
war and realized none of their expectations, while 
more and more allies were flocking to the Trojans, 
hunger and disease began to oppress them and dis-
sension broke out among their leaders, as generally 
happens to the unsuccessful side, not to the victors. 
Even Homer acknowledges this, since he could not 
hide all the facts. For example, he tells how Aga-
memnon called an assembly of the Greeks as though 
intending to withdraw his army, undoubtedly because 
the troops were dissatisfied and wished to go home ; 3 

how, too, the mob rushed to the ships, and Nestor 
and Odysseus barely managed to restrain them by 
invoking an old prophecy and declaring that their 
patience was required but a little while longer.4 

Yet in an earlier passage Agamemnon affirms that 
the seer who made this prophecy was never a true 
prophet.5 

" So far in the order of events Homer evidently 
does not treat his readers so cavalierly, but adheres 
to the truth fairly well except in regard to the abduc-
tion; this he does not relate in his own person as 
having taken place, but depicts Hector as upbraid-
ing Paris, Helen as lamenting to Priam,6 and Paris 

1 See Thucydides 1. 11. 2 Homer, Iliad 7. 467 f. 
3 Iliad 2. 1-210. ' Iliad 2. 299 f. 
5 See Iliad 1. 106 f., where Agamemnon accuses Calchas, 

however, of never having prophesied anything good to him. 
6 Iliad 3. 173. 
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'A" If: I ' I ' "'er;avopOV jJ,€fLV1Jfh€VOV €V TTJ CTUVOUCTUf TTJ 7rpo<; 
, 'E" I I , 8 T1JV "'EV7JV, o 7TaVnJJV ua't'euTaTa eoet P1J 7JVat 

teat fh6Ta 7T\.e[CTT1J<; CT7TOU0f}c;, fT£ Oe teat Ta 7Tep£ 
82 Thv f1,0VOJ1-ax£av• OU ryap 0UVUJ1-€VO<; el7TeLV roe; 

, I \ 'A" If: ' M 1" \ a7TeKTetve TOV "'er;avopov o eve"'aoc;, Kevac; 
auTcj) xapil;eTa£ xaptTa<; tea't v£te1]V rye\.oiav roe; TOV 
gtcpouc; teamxBevToc;. ou ryap Tfp Tov 'A\.e-
t:l I e I I " 5avopou XP7JCTau at, -rououTov rye KpetTTova ovTa 
roe; l>..teetv auTOV elc; TOV<; 'AxatoV<; l;wvm fh!lTd 
-rwv o1r\.wv, a\.\.' a1raryxew eOet -rfp t'#avn ; 

83 ·'· ' ' A" ' ''E 't' €U07J<; oe Kat 1] TOU taVTO<; Ka£ 'TOU KTOpo<; 
jJ,OVOfhaxla Ka't 7Tavu 1} Ota\.uut<;, 7ra:A.tv 
EKEL TOV AravTO<; V£KWVTO<;, 7TEpac; o€ ouoev, tea't 
owpa OOVTWV aA.\.1}\.ot<; lflu7rep cp[A.wv. 

Me-ra o€ -ravm rJ01] -ra\.7]Bf} A.eryet, TrJV TWl! 
'Axatwv teal. Ka't -rd.c; -rov ''Etc-ropoc; 
aptuTeiac; Kat TO 7T\.f}Boc; TWV a7TOAA.Uf1,EVWV, 

rt ,,.. f '" \ WCT7Tep U7T€CTX€TO epetv, Tp07TOV Ttva ateWV Kat 
84 avacf>epwv elc; TOV 'Axt\.\.ewc;. KalTot 

e ,/.. " ' .. ' '" ,/.. \ \ A ' " eo't't"''YJ 'Y ewat T1JV 7TO"'tv 't'1JCT £ Kat avn-
Kpuc; 7Te7To[7Jtee \.eryov-ra 7rauwv -rwv v1ro -rov 
i]A.tov 7roA.ewv TO "IA.tov fl,(LA£CTTa a'Ya7Tf'Jcmt 
Ka't TOV ITpiafl,OV teat TOV A.aov au-rov. f7T6tTa 
ouTpaKov Jl-6Ta7Teuov-ror;, cf>aul, TouovTov Jl-eTe-
fJaA.ev orKTtCTTa ave\.e'iv Thv a7TaCTWV 7rpou-
cpt\.euuiT'Y)V ot' fVO<; avopor; afl,ap-r£av, et7Tep 
d tl ' 't, , , ' '"'" 'l]fl,ap-rev. OjJ,W<; oe oux oto<; -re eCTTtV a7ToKpu 't' at 
-ra TOV "EK-ropoc; ep'Ya VtteOJVTO<; Ka't OtcOteOVTO<; 
Jl-EXP' TWV VEWV Kal, 7TaVTwv auTov Ete7r€7TA1J'Y-

l Iliad 3. 438. Iliad 3. 371, 
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himself as alluding to it in his interview with Helen,l 
although this fact should have been presented with 
especial clearness and the greatest care. A further 
exception is the account of the single combat. For 
since Homer cannot say that Menelaus slew Paris, 
he favours him with an empty honour and with a 
victory that is ridiculous by saying that his sword 
broke. Pray was it impossible for him to use Paris' 
sword-when he was at any rate strong enough 
to drag him alive to the Achaeans, armour and all-
but did he have to choke him with the strap of his 
helmet? 2 The single combat between Ajax and 
Hector is also a pure fabrication, and its ending is 
very absurd. Here again Ajax conquers, but there 
is no finality, and the two make gifts to one another 
as if they were friends ! 3 

" But immediately after this Homer gives the 
true account, telling of the defeat and rout of the 
Achaeans, Hector's mighty deeds, and the numbers 
of the slain, as he had promised to do, and yet with a 
certain reluctance and a desire to enhance Achilles' 
glory. Still he calls the city 'beloved of the gods,' 
and has Zeus say frankly that of all the cities beneath 
the sun he had loved Ilium best, and Priam and his 
people. Yet afterwards when the shell fell other side 
up,4 as the expression is, he made such a complete 
volte-jace as to destroy that most beloved of cities most 
miserably on account of one man's crime, if crime 
there was. However, Homer cannot ignore the story 
of Hector's exploits when he routed and pursued the 
enemy even to the ships, and all the bravest were 

a Iliad 7. 181 f. 
' Equivalent to "when heads became tails"; "when 

fortune shifted." See note on p. 219. 
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p,evow TWV aplrrrwv, p,€v , Apet 7rapa(3aA.A.wv 
aUTOV, fj>AO'YL Ae'YWV Thv tLAKhV (}p,OtOV 
eivat, f.L?]0€Vdc; £hrA.wc; l.nrop,evoVTOc; avTov, TOV 
T€ 'A7ToA.A.wvoc; avTfj> 7raptrnap,evou ...:a£ TOV flt'Oc; 
/lvw8ev f7TlCT'I}f.La£voVTO<; avep,rp Ka£ fJpovTy-

85 TavTa 'YaP ou fJouA.op,evoc; el7re'iv oihwc; €vap'Ywc;, 
l5p,wc; f7T€t aA.'I'}(}f] apgap,evoc; avTWV ou OuvaTat 
a'TT'OCTTf]vat-n]v T€ VUII:Ta EKelvrJV Thv xaA.e7Thv 
Kat Thv €v Tfj> uTpaTo7TeDrp Kat Thv 

'A ' ,, "\ I! \ \ ' I TOU 'Yap,ep,vovoc; €K7T ,,ir]5tv Kat Tac; OLJLW'Yac;, 
gTt Thv vuKTeptvhv €tc...:A.7Ju[av fJouA.euop,evwv 
l57rwc; cfJu'Yotev, Kat Ttlc; Tf:tc; Tov 'AxtA.A.ewc;, 
Et Tt OuvatTO ftce'ivoc; /lpa rocp€AYJCTat, 

86 Tfi o' VCTTepa/q Tfj> p,ev , A'Yap,ep,vovt xaplseml 
7tva aptu7e£av avoV'Y)TOV l Kat Tfj> ...:a£ 
Tfj> 'Oouuue'i Kat Eupu7TuA.rp, teal Tdv A£avTa 
cp'Y)CT£ p,axeu&a.£ 7rpo&up,wc;, eMvc; o€ TOVc; Tpwac; 
€7Tttcpa7f]uat ...:a£ Tdv "EtcTopa €A-auvew hr£ 7'0 
7€'ixoc; TWV 'Axatwv ...:a£ 7ac; vavc;. Kat 7aUTa 
p,ev A.e'YWV of]A.oc; fCTTtV on aA.'I}(}f] Af'Y€£ Kat TCt 
'Yevop,eva v7r' auTwv 7wv 7rpa'Yp,aTwv 7rpoa'Yo-

" '='' ,, t: ' 'A , ...... JL€VO<;' OTaV 0€ a vs'[/ TOV<; X,atovc;, 7T'O"'"''YJ' 
a7rop£ac; f.L€CTTO<; fCTTt Kat 7rf1CTt fj>avepdc; (}71 

,YdoeTat' 7dV p,ev AYavTa olc; KpaTf]ua£ TOV 
'' EtcTopoc; p,aT'YJV, oT€ p,ev TV p,ovop,axtq, 7rdA.tv 

Tfj> A,[(}rp, TdV o€ TOV Alvetov, Kat 
<:'I ' 'f: •-. "\ \ I rt f.L'Y)O€ TOUTOV f.L'I}O€V 7rpasaVTO<;, a"'"'a TOV<; t7T7T'OU') 

87 JLOVOV 'AafJovToc;, l57Tep avegeA.e'YKTOV. OU/t 

1 avOV'l)TOV Valesius: &vO'l)TOV, 

1 See especially Iliad 15. 270 f. 
a Iliad 9. 1 f.; 10. 1 f. a Iliad 9. 79 f. • Iliad 11. 
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terror-stricken at the sight of him. Now he com-
pares him to Ares, and again he says that his strength 
is like that of fire and not a single one dares to 
confront him, while Apollo stands at his side and 
Zeus from above signals his approval with wind and 
thunder.l Homer is reluctant to state these things 
so frankly, yet since they are true, he cannot refrain 
when once he has started. Then there is that 
dreadful night of discouragement in the camp,2 

Agamemnon's panic fear and lamentation, that mid-
night council, too, at which they deliberated on the 
method of flight, and that appeal to Achilles in hope 
that he might find it possible after all to give them 
some aid.3 

"For the following day Homer does grant some 
ineffectual display of prowess to Agamemnon,4 and 
to Diomede, Odysseus, and Eurypylus,5 and he says 
that Ajax did fight stoutly, but that the Trojans 
straightway gained the upper hand and Hector 
pursued them to the Achaean rampart and the ships.6 

In this part of his narrative he is also evidently telling 
the truth and what really occurred, carried away as 
he is by the facts themselves. But when he glorifies 
the Achaeans, he is terribly embarrassed, and any-
one can see that he is dealing in fiction : when, for 
instance, he has Ajax conquer Hector twice, but both 
times without result, once in the single combat 7 and 
once again with the stone ; 8 again when Diomede 
conquers Aeneas,9 this time too without any result 
beyond merely capturing his horses, a statement 
that could not be disproved. So not knowing what 

5 See, however, Iliad 11. 575 f., where Eurypylus is 
wounded. 

6 Iliad 11. 1 f. 7 Iliad 7. 206 f. 
8 Iliad 14. 409 f. I Iliad 5. 297 f. 
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, rf ' ... I \ ,A ' oe 0 'TI xapHT7JTat TOV P'TJV ICa£ 
T1]V 'AcppoUT1'JV cpryu'i TproOfjvat f.I7T'O -rov 

EV li7Taut EG"TtV p.ev &v 
ICat OVIC 

Se l5 n er7Tv Std. rY;v a7Toplav 
aovvaTa Ep.7Tl7TTIDV Kat auefJfj 7Tparyp.aTa, & 7Tau-
xovutv Td l5uot rij 

I ' ' p.axovTat. 
88 'A" " ' ' ' "E ' ' ' "'"' ov 7Tept TOV a7Topet 

l) Tt et7T''[l p.erya Kat Oavp.auTov, rye oZp.at 
\ f I >-,.-,. ,/., I \ Ta ryevo!J.eva a"'"'a p.ev 

7rporpo7raSnv Kat Ka-r' lJvol-'a 
l)TaV cpy 'Joop.evea p.evetv 

'Aryap.e!J.VOVa Svo AtavTM, Neu-
-ropa p.ovov V7T'' ICat TOVTOV 7Tap' 

E7T'l/307J01}uav-ra S€ TdV ICat 
Opauvvop.evov, a7T'O-

G"Tpacpev-ra cpevryetv, ICepavvwv ofj0ev elpryoVTIDV 
89 avTov· Se Tacf>pov Sta/3atVO!J.fV1]V ICat 

7'0 vavu-raOp.ov ICat 
fl7T'O -rov ICat 

?]S17 ICat 7Tept 
u"nvas 7ravra -r'Ov Kat rov Atav-ra 
11vro0ev p.axop.evov a7T'd TWV vewv Kal EIC-

V7T'O 70V ICat 
oo ' ... ... ' e I • Kat Trov verov ep.7Tp1]u etua<;. ev-rav a ryap 

' " A' I ' ' 'A,/., ' Y' OVIC EG"TtV £Veta<; V7TO 
OVOE V7Td ovo€ 
70£0VTOV oVfJev a7T'l0avov, 7rparyp.ara 
Kat l5p.ota ryeryovout. p.eO' f}v ovKen 
avap.axeuBat ovvarov OVOE Oapp1jual 7TOTE 

rl t f f I t \ "' 1 ,1.. J.£1'/Te V7TO -ra'f'pov 
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to credit the Achaeans with, he tells how Ares 1 and 
Aphrodite 2 were wounded by Diomede. In all such 
accounts it is clear that he is partial to the Achaeans 
and eager to extol them, but that, not knowing of 
anything to say that is true, he is led in his embar-
rassment to mention impossible and impious deeds-
the usual experience of all who oppose the truth. 

"In the case of Hector, however, he shows no 
such a loss for something great and splendid to say 
-because, I believe, he is telling of actual events. 
Nay, he says that all fled pell-mell, even the bravest, 
whose names he gives, that neither Idomeneus 3 

stood his ground, nor Agamemnon, nor the two 
Ajaxes, but only Nestor, and he because he was 
forced to do so, and that he was almost captured; 
but that Diomede came to his relief, put on a bold 
front for a short time, then straightway wheeled 
about and fled-because, forsooth, some thunderbolts 
deterred him ! 4 Finally, Homer tells how the trench 
was crossed, the ship-station besieged 6 and the 
gates broken down by Hector, how the Achaeans 
were now crowded into their ships and all the war 
centred around the huts, how Ajax fights above on 
the ships and is finally dislodged by Hector and 
retires,6 while some of the ships are set on fire. 
For here there is no Aeneas snatched away by 
Aphrodite, no Ares wounded by a mortal, nor any 
other such incredible tales; nay, here are true 
events, and they resemble actual occurrences. After 
this defeat the men who had been so completely 
crushed could by no possibility have renewed the 
struggle or even regained courage so as to be helped 

1 Iliad 5. 846 f. I Iliad 5. 330 f. 3 Iliad 8. 78 f. 
' Iliad 8. 167 f. 6 .Iliad 8. 78 f. 0 Iliad 16. 101 f. 

513 



DIO OHRYSOSTOM 

I t \ > I > ri, -,. ()' I f.l-TJT€ V1T'O TOV epvp,aTO<; W't'€"-TJ 'Y]l'at f.l-'f} EV f.l-'f}T€ 
> \ ri, -,. 11:; \ I \ >I 

91 aura<; ota't'v"-ar;;at Ta<; vavr;. 1T'O£a ryap en 
T'Y]A.UCUVT'f} OVvap,t<; f} Ti<; OllTW<; /lp,axor; 
Kat {)eov pWfJ-'f}V exwv, (/r; f-rrttpaV€t<; EOVVUTO 
o-wo-at TOV<; a7roA.wA.tha<; 1JoTJ; TO ryap TWV 
Mvpp,to6vwv 7rA.Fj{}or; 7r6o-ov Tt 7rpor; o-vp,7ra-
o-av o-rparuiv ; TO Tov 'AxtA.A.ewr; o-B€vor;,1 

ov T6Te 7rpwrov p,eA.A.ovro<> p,axEo-eat, 
7roA.A.aiCt<; oe EV 7T'OA.A.o'ir; TOt<; f!J-7rpoo-Oev fT€0"tv 

El<; xe'ipar; €A.()6vror;, Kat TOV "EKTopa 
a1T'OICT€iVaVTO<; /J,A,A,o P,'f}(}ev elpryao-p,EVOV 
p,erya, el rye 2 TpwiA.ov 7rat0a eT£ lJvTa 

€A.6vro<;; 
92 'EvmMa o€ rytEv6p,evor; ''Op,'T]por; ovoev en 

TlLA/1]8oV') €cf>p0vTtuev, dA.A.' /J:rrav d.vat-
o-xvvr[a<; Kat 1T'aVTa Tlt 7rparyp,aTa a7rA.W<; avtl-
Tpe'fre Kat p,eTEUT'f}o-ev dr; Tovvavriov, KaTa1T'e-
rppov'f}Ktn<; !J-EV TWV avOpw7rWV, OT£ Kat T&A.A.a 
ewpa 1T'avv pq,Oiw<; 7T€t0op,evov<; UVTOV<; Kat 7r€pt 
TWV Oewv, OVIC lJvTWV o€ fTEpwv 7r0£'1]TWV ovo€ 
o-vryryparp€wv, 7rap' o!r; €A.€ryeTo TaA.TJB€<>, dA.A.' 
auTo<; 7rpwTor; E7Tt0€p,evo<; v7rep rovTwv ryparpew, 

t'\ " 1: (}' "" " ,,.., ryeveat<; oe vo-Tepov 5vv et<; 'lrO"-"'at<;, -rwv eworwv 
' \ ',J., I \ ,.. 'f: l. f 3 ' ,.. avTa '1J't'avto-p,evwv Kat rwv e5 €/CEtvwv, ap,avpar; 

o€ Kat &.o-eevovr; fTt a1T'OA.€t7rO!J-EVTJ<;, W<; 
el!CO<; 7rept TWV o-rp6opa 7raA.atwv, eT£ o€ 7rp0<; TOV<; 
7ToA.A.ov<; Kat lotwrar; p,eA.A.wv Ot'f}rye'io-Oat Ta e7rTJ, 

1 q8fvos added by Arnim. 2 d 'Y• Reiske: 
3 after deleted by Reiske. 

1 In the Iliad 24. 2§7£. Priam speaks of his son Troilus 
simply as having been slain in war. Other accounts, such 
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at all by the trench or the rampart, or even so as 
to save their ships. For where now was any such 
strength to be found or any hero so invincible and 
possessed of a god's might, that they who were 
already lost could have been saved by his appear-
ance? How insignificant, for instance, was the 
number of the Myrmidons compared with that 
of the entire Trojan army !-or the strength of 
Achilles, who was certainly not going to fight then 
for the first time, but had time and again in the 
many years preceding engaged in conflict, and yet 
neither slain Hector nor performed any other great 
exploit beyond capturing Tro'ilus,I who was still a 
boy in years ! 

"However, on reaching this point in his narrative 
Homer had no further concern for the truth but 
carried his shamelessness to extremes. He simply 
turned all the events topsy-turvy and reversed them, 
holding his hearers in contempt because he saw how 
easily they were duped in other matters, and par-
ticularly about the gods. Besides, there were no 
other poets or authors where one could read the 
truth, but he was the first who applied himself to the 
recording of these events, though he composed his 
poem many generations after the actual occurrences, 
when those who had known the facts had passed 
away along with their descendants, and only an 
obscure and uncertain tradition survived, as is to 
be expected in the case of events that have occurred 
in the distant past. Moreover, he intended to recite 
his epics to the masses and the common people, at 

as that in Virgil, Aeneid I. 474 f., credit Achilles with his 
death. Tzetzes ad Lye. 307 says that Achilles pursued him 
into the temple of Thymbraean Apollo and there slew him. 
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the same time overstating the achievements of the 
Greeks, so that even the wiser persons would not 

him. Thus it was that he went so far as to 
represent the opposite of what actually occurred. 

" For instance, when Achilles came to their aid 
during the assault on the ships, of necessity for the 
most part and to save his own skin, there was," so 
the Egyptian claimed," a partial rout of the Trojans, 
who withdrew from the ships forthwith, and the fire 
was quenched because Achilles had fallen upon 
them by surprise ; and, in addition to the general 
retreat, Hector himself withdrew beyond the trench 
and the narrow space about the encampment, 
stoutly contesting each step, however, as Homer 
himself admits.l Then when they clashed and 
engaged again, Achilles and his followers fought 
most brilliantly and slew great numbers of the Trojans 
and their allies, notably Sarpedon, king of the Lycians 
and a reputed child of Zeus ; 2 and at the river ford 
there was a great slaughter of the fleeing Trojans,8 

not fleeing in headlong confusion, however, but 
repeatedly turning to make a stand. 

"Meanwhile Hector, experienced as he was in 
discerning the critical moment in a fight, kept on 
his guard, and as long as Achilles possessed his full 
strength and fought with youthful vigour, avoided 
him, contenting himself with cheering the others on. 
But later he noticed that Achilles was at last 
growing fatigued and had lost a great measure of 
his original impetus because he had not spared his 
strength in the struggle, and that he was exhausted 
by his reckless plunge into the river, swollen beyond 

l Iliad 16. 303 ff. a Iliad 16. 481 ff. 
8 Iliad 21. 1 ff. 
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a7relpwr; OtafJalvovTa, Kat {nr6 T€ , Aa-Tepo7ralov 
TOV IIaiovor; 1 TETpoofdvov, Alveiav Te uvuTsf,vTa 
a!JTfj> Kat p,axeuap,evov €1rl. 7rA.€ov, o7r6Te 

aucpaA.wr; a7roxwpl]uavm, 2 

OU KaTa::\afJ6VTa opp,1uavTa OUfJKEtv' KaiTOt 
TOVTrf) p,aA.tuTa 7rpoe'ixev 0 , AxtA.A.evr; OTt e06Ket 

96 Taxta-Tor; etvat• KaTacpavnr; ovv €ryery6vet ai:JTw 
Ottt TOVTOOV a7raVTOOV evaAOOTO<; wv, che oewio 

\ "'\. \ I tl e ,.., ' 1 4 

T'T}V 7rO"'€fi-UC'T}V TEXV'YJV' rouTe appoov a'Tr'YJVTTJUEV 
avTfj> KaTa p,f.uov TO 7r€0lov. Kat TO p,ev 7rpWTOV 
' I "\. t ,./.. ' ' I ) ,.. t1 eveK"'tvev oor; 'l'evryoov, a7r07rEtpoop,evor; avTov, ap,a 
o€ K07rwuat fJovA.6p,evor;, oTe 7reptp,f.vwv, 
o€ a7rocpevrywv· e'Trd €wpa fJpaovvovm Kat 
a7rOA.€t7r6p,evov, OllToo<; {moa-Tpf.yar; auTO<; 
€7r' aUTOV Ttt 07rAa cpf.petv eTt ovvap,evov, 
Kat uvp,fJaA.6>v a7rEKT€tV€ Kat TWV ()7rA.oov eKpa-
T1]CT£V, wr; Kat TOVTO "Op,'Y}por; erp'YJK€. TOVr; 
71r1rovr; otwl;at p,f.v cp'Y}ut Tov "EKTopa, ov A.afJe'iv 

97 SE, KaKeivoov aA.6vTWV. TO ovv uwp,a p,6A.t<; 
oduwuav e'Trt Td8 vav<; o[ AfavTer;· o[ ryap Tpwer; 
?]o'TJ BappovvTe<; Kal. vtKfiv vop,isovTe<; p,aA.aKwn:.-
pov ecpei'TrOVTO' 0 ''EKTWP Jvovuap,evor; Ta TOV 
, AxtA.A.f.oor; 07rA.a e'TriCT'T)f-ta OVTa eKT€tVE T€ Kat 
€stooK€ fi-EXP' Tijr; BaA.aTT'YJ<;, W<; op,oA.orye'i TaVTa 
''Op,'Y}por;. o€ e7rtryevop,EV'YJ acpeiA.eTO p,n 7rauar; 
' ,.. ' .... ep,7rp'YJuat Tar; vavr;. 

TovTWV olhoor; ryevop,f.vwv, OUK exoov ()7r00<; 
Kpv'frv TaA.'YJ8€r;, IIaTpoKA.ov elval </J'TJut Tav €7r-

1 <J,pa after ITafovos bracketed by Arnim. 
2 Reiske from Iliad 21. 545: 'Av-rfwopa. 

1 Iliad 21. 165 f. a Iliad 21. 544 f. 
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its wont, and had been wounded by Asteropaeus,1 the 
son of Paeon. Then he saw, too, that Aeneas had 
engaged Achilles and, after a prolonged fight, had 
come off in safety at the moment he desired, and 
that the latter, rushing in pursuit of Agenor,2 had 
not been able to overtake him-and yet it was in 
this very point that Achilles chiefly excelled, in that 
he was reckoned the swiftest of foot. And so it had 
become clear to Hector, a master in the art of war, 
that in view of all these conditions Achilles was an easy 
prey. Accordingly he boldly confronted him in the 
open plain. At first he gave way as if in open 
flight, but with the real purpose of testing him 
and, at the same time, wearying him by now 
making a stand and now fleeing. Then when he 
noted that he lagged and fell behind, he himself 
turned and fell upon Achilles, who was no longer 
able even to support his arms. He gave him battle, 
slew him, and, just as Homer has told it,3 possessed 
himself of his arms. He pursued the horses of 
Achilles too," said the Egyptian priest, " but he did 
not bring them in though they too were caught. 
The two Ajaxes with great difficulty managed to 
bring back the body of Achilles to the ships ; for the 
Trojans, now feeling relieved and believing that they 
were victorious, were pressing on with less energy ; 
while Hector, after donning the emblazoned arms 
of Achilles, continued the slaughter and pressed on 
in pursuit to the sea, just as Homer admits. Night 
fell, however, and prevented the burning of all the 
ships. 

" Yet in the face of these facts, Homer, finding it 
impossible to conceal the truth, says it was Patroclus 

a Iliad 17. 75f. 
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P,ETa TO)IJ M vpp,tOOilWil, 
Ta Tov li7TA.a, Kat TovToll v7T6 rov 
"E '8 ''"E KTOpo<; a7TO allEtll, Ka£ TOll KTOpa TWil 07TAWil 

98 tl ..... I ... .,., t 'A ovTwr; KpaT'Y}uat. KatTot 7TW<; av o 

ev TOUOUT'f' KtVOvvrp TOV UTpaT07TEOOV llvTo<; Kat 
TWV vewv i]o'Y} Katop,EilWV Kat lluov 0tJ7T(J) E7T' 

' ' tt ,... ... \ ' rtE • ' aVTOV 'Y}KOVTO<; TOV O€£VOV, Kat TOV KTOpa aKOVWil 

on cp'l}ut P,'Y}OEila avTfj> Etllat Kat TdV 
A' a , fJD'Y) €£V aVTfP Kat O€c,.ta O"'YJP,€£a cpatvetV, er 

, a /"'\ .... ' 'A ' , , rye €fJOVI\.€TO UWUat TOV<; xalOV<;, auTo<; 
, .... .... , , <A , e 
ev TTJ UK1JVTJ ep,evell wv p,axeu at, Tdll 
0' A\ I t ,.. ,, \ 11 \ 
€ 7TO V XEtpova aVTOV €7T€P,7T€ ; Kat ap,a P,Eil 

I "'\ "\ ' ,.. ) ,.. \ ) I e 7Tap'Y]ry"fEI\.I\.Eil Ep,7Teuew tuxvpwr; Kat ap,vlleu at 
' T " "E ' ' 8 pwar;, ap,a oe T'f' KTopt IL'YJ p,axeu at; 

'S' ' ' ' ' ' '? " e' OV € ryap €Tr EKEtllrp 'Y}Il Otp,at 7Tp0€A DllTt rye 
99 " f! " •a ,.., , e " I>' , a7Ta'O DT'f' EfJOVI\.ETO p,axeu at. OVTW<; 0€ V7TO-

KaTacppOilWil TOV llaTpotCAOV Kat U7TtUTWV avTw 
\ ' I 1 ' I \ \ tf 

T1Jil OVVap,tV €7T€TpE7T€V EICEtVrp Kat Ta 07TAa Ta 

aVToV ZwTrovr;, chr; &v "&!CtuTci rrtr; 
7TEpt TWil avTov, 7TaVTa U7TOAEUat 

r.:J A' ,, ,, .... A\ t I 
fJDV OP,€VO<;; €7T€£Ta 'YJVXETO T'f' V7TOUTpe1[rat 
TOll llarpOKAOV P,€TtZ TWV li7TAWV challTWil Kat 

""'t I t1 ) I I )\ \ 
TWil €Tatpwv, OVTW<; allO'Y}TW<; 7T€P,7TWV aVTOV 7TpD<; "o , , , ',, all pa Kp€£TTDila, f[J 7TpotCai\.OVP,EV'f' aptUTOV<; 

lOO ovoetr; v7TatCovuat i]BeA.ev, o 'Aryap.ep,llwll all-

T£Kpvr; Ka£ Tov 'AxtA.A.ea Kal. P-n 
eKetvrp ; Totryapovv oi1Tw 

Q ... ' ,, ,, 2 ' ' fJDVI\.evuap,evoll avTov 1\.Eryet TOV T€ eTatpov 
UTEp'Y}Bijllat Kat 7TDAAWV f.Tepwv, o'A.{ryov Kat 
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1 l7r,Tp€Trev Arnim: 
1 li.E"fEI Selden: AE"fEIV. 
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who attacked with the Myrmidons after taking 
Achilles' arms, that it was he who was slain by 
Hector, and that Hector in this manner won the 
arms. And yet when the army was beset with so great 
peril, when the ships were now ablaze, and danger 
was almost at his own doors, how was it possible for 
Achilles, hearing that Hector declared he had found 
no foeman worthy of his steel and that Zeus was 
helping him and showing him signs of his favour, to 
remain in his tent, great champion that he was, if 
he really desired the salvation of the Achaeans, and 
to send a hero much his inferior and exhort him to 
lay on manfully and beat back the Trojans, only not to 
engage with Hector? 1 For it was quite impossible, 
I imagine, for Patroclus to choose with whom he 
would fight when once he had set forth. But 
although he had such a poor opinion of Patroclus 
and distrusted him,2 did Achilles entrust his force to 
him, and his own weapons and horses, an insane 
course which no one would adopt regarding his 
own interests unless he wished to ruin everything? 
Then did he pray Zeus to bring back Patroclus with 
all his arms and comrades, while sending him forth 
so foolishly against a mightier man whose challenge 
to the bravest no one was willing to accept, and 
whom Agamemnon declared frankly even Achilles 
so feared that he shrank from encountering him? 3 

Consequently, after making this plan, he lost, as 
Homer admits, both his comrade and many other 
men, while he almost lost his horses too, and did 

1 Iliad 18. 14. 
a Not in harmony with passages like Iliad 18. 316 f.; 19. 

304 f. 
3 Iliad 7. ll3. 
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'TWV r7T7rWV Kat l1o7TAOV ryeveuBat. a OVoe7ro'T' 
/iv E7r0£1]uev 'AxtA.A.ev.;- fl/IJ rye 1 a7T07rA1JK'TO<;' wv· 
el o€ f.liiJ, 'lrUV'TW<;' liv avTOV EKWAVU€ 

'AA.A.' ov ryap €j3o6A.eTO, 4>1Ju[, Taxero.;- a7raA-
A.aga£ Tov Ktvovvou Tou.;- 'Axawv.;-, [ro.;- /iv A.aj3y 
Ta owpa, Kat &f.£a ov0€7Tro Tij.;- opryij.;- E7rf7TaV'TO. 

101 Kat Tl Ef.£7T00tnv avTOV 7rpoeA.BovTa €4>' OO"OV 
'/3 ,.._ 1... I f! \ \ I 
€ OVA€70 7raA£V f.£7JVL€tv j <;;VV€£<;' 0€ 'T'YJ<;' 'TO£aU'T'YJ<;' 
aA.oryla.;- alvlTTE'Ta£ O£a 7T popp1]ulv 'T£Va f.£fV€lV 

, 1 , 'f: I / , e I avTov, ro.;-, et e,.yet, 7ravTro.;- a7ro avovf.£evov, 
" ' ... ' ' avnKpu.;- avTou KaT7Jryoprov oE£A£aV' Ka£TO£ e, 7JV 
avT(j> Ota TaVT1JV 7rpopp7]U£V tl7r07rA€VcTat 
otevexBevTa 1rpo.;- Tov 'Aryaf£€f.£vova. ov f.£EVTot 
aA.A.a Kat 7r€pt 'TOV ITaTpOKAOV hvryxavev tllt"T}-
KOtn<;' Tij.;- f.£7]Tpo.;-, /Jv 4>TJUlV EV Yurp Tfi eaVTOU 
Ke4>aA.fi 'Tlf.£Eiv Kat f.£7JOe auTo.;- /3ovA.euOat 

102 EKelvou a7roBavovTo<;-. 00<;' o€ €ropa aUTOV ov 
OUVUf.£€VOV /3auTaUa£ 'TO oopv 'Ttt 11A.A.a €0loou 
oijA.ov O'T£ 7rpoueO£KO'Ta Tfj> oopan, Kat OUIC €4>o-
/3et'TO ov OVV'Yj'Ta£ 4>€petv avTa' W0"7r€p ovv 
Kat 4>7Jut uuf.£f3i}vat 1rep£ Ta.;- f£axa.;-. 

'AA.A.a ryap eY n.;- &1ravm eA.eryxot, 7TOAV /iv 
" " ' ' ·'· , f! ' A. , epryov et1J. TO ryap 'I' evco.;- e5 a vTou 'f'avepov 
EO"'Tt 'TOt<;' 7rpouexovuw WO"'T€ ovoevt I101]AOV Kat 
'TWV oA.lryov voiJv exonrov O'T£ uxeoov U7T0/3A1]'TO<;' 
, , II, ... ' , t= EO"'TtV 0 aTpOKAO<;' Ka£ 'TOV'TOV aVT7J"'"'aroeV 

1 'Y• Emperius: 1''1/at 

1 Achilles' tutor. 
2 See Iliad. 16. 49 f. Achilles refused to fight until he 

received back the maiden Briseis, whom Agamemnon had 
taken from him. 
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lose his arms. Now Achilles would never have 
done such things unless he was out of his senses, 
and if this had been the case, Phoenix 1 would 
certainly have restrained him. 

"But, says Homer, Achilles did not wish to free 
the Achaeans from their peril speedily, not until he 
should receive his gifts. 2 Besides, he had not yet given 
over his anger. But what was there to prevent his 
coming forth and then nursing his wrath as long as 
he wished? Homer is aware of this inconsistency 
and hints that he tarried in his tent on account of a 
certain prophecy that declared he would surely die 
if he went out, thus laying the charge of cowardice 
squarely at his door. And yet on the strength of 
this prophecy he might have withdrawn from the 
expedition after his quarrel with Agamemnon. But 
what is more to the point, it happens that he had 
heard the warning which his mother gave with 
reference to Patroclus,3 whom he declares 4 he loves 
as his own soul and after whose death he would 
wish to live no longer. Yet when he saw him 
unable to lift the spear, he gave him the other 
things that were evidently proportionate in weight 
to the spear and did not fear that he would be 
unable to carry them. And this is just what Homer 
says did happen in the battle. 

" But it would be a long task to show up every 
misstatement. To any careful observer the 
hoods are self-evident, so much so that anyone w1th 
half a mind can see that Patroclus is little more 
than a counterfeit that Homer has substituted for 

s Perhaps a reference to some prophecy regarding Patroclus' 
death to be followed by his own; cf. Iliad 8. 4 73 ff., where 
Zeus speaks. 4 Iliad 18 80 ff. 
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1 fliad 23. 243 f. 
1 According to the Odyssey 24. 76 f., Antiloohus seems to 

have been buried nea.r Achilles and Pa.troclus. 
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Achilles in his eagerness to conceal the truth con-
cerning that hero. 

" Then Homer had a misgiving that there might 
actually be some search for the tomb of Patroclus 
also-it would naturally be, I suppose, clearly 
marked just as are the tombs of the other chieftains 
also who were slain at Troy-so, safeguarding him-
self against this, he says that Patroclus had no 
separate tomb but was buried with Achilles.l Again, 
N estor, who brought back the bones of Antilochus 
with him from Troy,2 did not ask to be buried with 
him, although Antilochus died for him,3 but the 
ashes of Achilles were mingled with those of 
Patroclus. 

"Now it was Homer's especial aim to throw a veil 
over the death of Achilles and create the impression 
that he did not die at Troy; but seeing the impos-
sibility of this, since the tradition prevailed and his 
tomb was being pointed out, Homer, suppressing 
the account of his death by Hector's hand, makes 
the contrary statement that the latter, who was so 
far superior to all other men, was slain by Achilles, 
adding that his corpse was dishonoured and dragged 
as far as the walls.4 Knowing, too, that there was 
a tomb of Hector where he was honoured by the 
citizens, Homer goes on to say that his body was 
returned by command of Zeus upon payment of a 
ransom, Aphrodite and Apollo having in the mean-
while cared for its preservation.5 But not knowing 
what disposition to make of Achilles-for he must 

a See Pindar, Pythian Odes 6. 28 f., where Antiloohus is 
said to have died for his father, and§ 116 in this Discourse. 

4 Iliad 22. 395 ff. 
i Iliad 23. 184 f. 
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''t''"'T' ,, "'0 ,, avTov V7ro Twv pwwv Ttvor; avyp'Y}u at-ov ryap 
TOVTOV gJLe'AXev, IJJu1rep TOV AfavTa, 

v</J' €avTOV lnroBav6vTa 7I"Oteiv, cpBovwv Tfjr; 
Tijl aveX6vTt-TOV 'AX€Eavop6v cp'Y}UtV a7rOKTeivat 
auT6v, &v 7r€7rO{'YJK€ TWV Tpwwv KaKtUTOV Kat 

,,1 "M,, 0€£1\.0TaTOV Kat V7r0 TOV EV€1\.aOV fLtKpOV 0€£11 

t;wryp'1]8€vTa, av AOt00pOVJL€VOV 'TT€'1f'Ol'1]KI!.V, 
ro<; 1 JLa'l\.BaKOV Kat E'TTOVELOtUTOV EV 

106 " ''E" " " ' " "E I '1: TO£<; 1\.1\.'l]Ut, tva 0"/ TOV KTOpO<; T"/V oo5av 
·"' '" ' ' 'A ... " ' "' ' e , a'l'e"'otTO-Kat Tov Xt""'ea 'l'atveTat Ka VP"'KW<; 

'\. 1 2 ' I 'I:' f:' ' " f -71"01\.V xetpW Kat ao050T€pOV aVTOV 71"0£"/Ua<; 
-rov BavaTov. 

T ,, t'l ' "t' e ' ' 'A ' e"'or; oe 7rpoaryet "/O"/ T< V"/KOTa TOll XtA.Xea 
'Tf'Otei JLax6f.L€VOV' OUK lJvTWV oe O'TTAWV, a'A'l\.ct 

TOV "EKTopor; exovTo<;-EV TOVT!p ryctp 3 e'l\.aBev 
' ' " "" ''\ 8" ' B' ' ... ' ,.. avTov ev T£ Twv a"'"' wv P1J ev-eK Tov ovpavov 

"' ' I rut.' ' I "'HA. ' ' 't'"/Ut KOJLtUat T"/V ""ETtV V7r0 TOV 'l'atUTOV ryevo-
" " ' " " , ' 'A ' JLEVa O'TT"'a' Kat OVTW<; o"' rye"'otw<; Tov Xt'AXea 

f.L6vov Tpe7r6f.LEVOV TOV<; Tpwar;, TWV oe d.'l\.Xwv 
• A xatwv, IJJu7rep ouoevor; 7rap6vTo<;, a'Tf'aVTWV E'TTE-
XciBeTO' U'Tf'a' oe TOVTO tevuauOat 
'Tf'avTa uvvexee. Kal. TOV<; 8EOV<; EVTavBa 'Tf'Otei 
JLaXOf.LeVOII<; a'l\.X?}'l\.ot<;, uxeoov Of.LO'Aoryruv OT£ 

107 ouoev auTij> JLe'Aet aX'Y}Oelar;. 7ravv Se auOevwr; 
a7rt8avwr; aptUTELav OteA.Owv, OTCl JLEV 

'TTOTaJLii> JLax6f.L€VOV auT6v, OTE oe a'Tf'et'l\.ovvTa 

1 eh Morel: oll-rw•. 
1 Kal before 1ro\ IJ deleted by Geel. 
a -yap added by Emperius. 

1 Iliad 3. 369 f. 
1 According to §§ 96 and 102 it was Achilles and not 

Patroclus that was slain. 
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have been slain by some one of the Trojans, since 
Homer had no idea of representing him as dying by 
his own hand as he did Ajax, thereby denying his 
slayer the glory of the deed-Homer says that Paris 
slew him, Paris, whom he has depicted as the most 
base and cowardly of the Trojans, and as having 
been almost captured alive by Menelaus,1 whom he 
has depicted as being always reviled as a faint-
hearted spearman and a name of reproach among 
the Greeks; and he does this, we see, in order to 
steal the glory from Hector-who undoubtedly slew 
Achilles-thus making the hero's end much less 
creditable than it really was and much more in-
glorious. 

" Finally, he brings forth Achilles, who was in 
fact already slain,2 and has him do battle with the 
Trojans. But his arms are not at hand but are in 
Hector's possession-for here Homer did permit one 
truth to escape his lips-and so he says that Thetis 
brought from heaven the arms made by Hephaestus,s 
letting Achilles in this way, forsooth, rout the Trojans 
single-handed-a ridiculous conception, wherein 
Homer has ignored all the other Achaeans as though 
not a single man were available.4 And having once 
given himself the liberty of making this misrepre-
sentation, he went on to distort the entire story. 
At this point he makes the gods fight with one 
another,5 thus virtually acknowledging his utter dis-
regard for the truth. Moreover, he recounts Achilles' 
heroic deeds in a manner very weak and uncon-
vincing. Now the hero is fighting with a river,6 

a Iliad 19. 1 f. 
' Iliad 20. 490 f.; 21. 1 f., 526 f. 
I Iliad. 21. 385 f. 6 Iliad 21. 211 f, 
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now threatening Apollo and pursuing him,l the entire 
narrative at this point showing how well-nigh des-
perate the poet was. For when he is telling the 
truth, is not so unconvincing or dull. Once when 

were hard bestead to withdraw safely 
mto the city, Homer has represented the splendid 
heroism with which Hector awaited Achilles outside 
the city walls, deaf to the prayers of father and 
mother. Then he circles the city in flight when he 
might have entered it, and Achilles is unable to 
catch him,2 though he is always represented by 
Homer as the swiftest of men. Meanwhile all the 
Achaeans were looking on as if attending a show, 
and none rendered Achilles any help after all they 
had at Hector's hands and though they so 
hated him that they afterwards even wounded his 
dead body. Then he makes Deiphobus come forth 
from the walls-or, rather, Athena in his guise-
and deceive Hector and steal his spear from him 
in the due1,3 the poet being at his wits' end how to 
despatch Hector, and dazed as it were by his false-
hood, so that he actually describes the fight as if in 
a dream. At any rate the account of that struggle 
bears the closest resemblance to a nightmare. 

" When he reached this point, Homer gave up, 
not knowing how to continue his work and being 
dissatisfied with his falsehoods. He merelv added 
some sort of funeral games,' a perfectly ridiculous 
thing, then the arrival of king Priam in the Greek 
camp at the tent of Achilles without the knowledge 
of any of the Achaeans, and the ransom of Hector.G 

1 Iliad 21. 599 f. • RitJtl 2"2. 21 f. 
8 Iliad 22. 289 f. • lli.Gd 23. 257 f. 

5 Iliad 24. 141 L 
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'TOV M€p.vovo<; oihe 'TWV 
'Ap.asovwv, ofJ'TW<;' Baup.a(T'Tfl Kat p.eryaA.a, E'TOA-
jk'f}(T€V el7re'iv, ov'Te Tov 'Tov 'AxtA.A.€w<; Bava'Tov 

110 OV'T€ aA(i)(Ttv 'Tfi<; Tpoia<;. ovo€ ryap ll'TiEfk€£V€V 
oZp.at 'TiaAat 'T€0V'f}KD'Ta 'TOV 'AxtA.A.€a 7r'Ote'iv 7raAtV 
avatpoup.evov, ovoe VtKWV'Ta<;' 'TOU<;' fJT'T'f}Bev'Ta<; Kat 
cpeuryov'Ta<;, ovoe 7roAtv 'TaVT'Y}V 
7ropBovp.EV'1JV. oi oe fJ(T'T€pov aT€ 
Kat 'Tov '[reuoou<; l(Txvov'To<; ryo77 Oappovv'Te<; 
i!rypacpov. 'Tfl o€ 7rparyp.aTa OVTW<;' E(TXEV. 

lll 'AxtA.A.ew<; TeA.evT1](Tav'To<; v'Tio "EKTopo<; €v Tfj 
(3o'f}Beiq. TWV vewv, oi p.ev Tpwe<;, (/)(T7r€p Kat 
7rpo7epov, E'Tr'Y]UAJ,(TB'f}(TaV €ryryu<; 'TWV vewv, W<;' 

'TOV<> 'Axaww· v7T'am'Tevov ryap 
aV'TOV<;' a7roOpa(T€(TBat 1 'Tfj<; VVK'TO<;'' 0 o€ rt EK'Twp 
avexwprwev el<; 7roAw 7rapa 'T€ 'TOv<; ryovea<; 
KaL ryuva'iKa, xaipwv 'TOt<;' 7T'€7iparyfLEVOt<;', E7rt 

ll2 TOV (T'Tpa'Tevp.a'TO<;' Ka'TaAt7T'WV IIdptv. 0 o' av'TO<; 
'T€ KaL 'TC;;V Tpwwv 'TO 7rA1}BO<; EKaBeuoev, W<;' elKo<;' 
1jv K€K07T'WfkEVOV<; Kat fk7]0EV 7rpO(T0€XOfkEVOU<; 
KaKoV, E'Tt oe 7T'aV'T€AOV<; €V7rparyia<; 0V(T7]<;'. EV 
'TOVTC!} or, 'Aryap.€p.vwv fk€'Tfl N f(TTOpo<; Kat 'Oou(T-
(Tf(i)<;' Kat {3ouA.eu(Tap.evo<; (T£W7r-fj 
KaBeiAKV(TaV 'TWV vewv 'Ttt<;' 7rOAAas, opWV'T€<;' O'T£ 
Kat 7rpo7epaia p.tKpov Otecp8ap7J(Tav, w<; fk'YJOE 
,k \ ,, .,. ' \ ' ' ,"\. ' '9-'t'V"f'f}V en etvat• Kat p.epo<; ovK Ol\.tryov 7JV 
Ef-L7T'€7rp'f}(TjkfVOV aVTWV, aA.A.' ov p.[a vav<; ;, 
l1pooT€(TtAaou· 'TaV'Ta oe a7rE7T'A€V(Tav 
el<; Tryv Xeppovrwov, Twv alxp.aA.wTwv 7roA.A.a 
KaTaAl'TrOV'T€<;' Kat 'TWV aA.A.wv OVK oA.£rya K'T'Y}-
p.a'TWV. 

1 c1.7ro3pa<T<<T8a• Emperius : a,-olipd<Ta&. 
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But of the help which Memnon and the Amazons 
brought, great and splendid episodes though they 
were, not a word did he venture to speak, nor of 
the death of Achilles, nor of the capture of Troy. 
Homer, methinks, did not have the heart to depict 
Achilles, who had long been dead, as being slain 
again, or the defeated and routed as victorious, or 
this conquering city as being sacked. Then later 
writers, because they were deceived and the false-
hood was now generally accepted, henceforth wrote 
without misgiving. But the actual course of events 
was as I have given it. 

" Now when Achilles, in his defence of the ships, 
had been slain by Hector, the Trojans, just as they 
had done before, bivouacked hard by the ships in 
order to keep watch on the Achaeans, who they 
suspected would flee during the night. But Hector, 
rejoicing in his success, withdrew into the city to be 
with his parents and wife, leaving Paris behind in 
command of the forces. He with the host of the 
Trojans lay down to rest, as was natural, since they 
were exhausted and suspected no evil and, more-
over, had been completely successful. But mean-
while, after Agamemnon had taken counsel with 
Nestor, Odysseus, and Diomede, they quietly 
launched the majority of the ships, realizing that 
on the preceding day they had come near being 
destroyed, so that even flight would not again be 
possible ; and in fact a considerable part of the 
fleet had fallen prey to the flames, not merely the 
one ship of Protesilaus. Having launched their 
ships, therefore, they sailed off to the Chersonese, 
leaving behind many of their prisoners and a good 
deal of their other property. 
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113 "AJLa o€ TV i]pApq, cpavepov "fEVOJLEVOV TOV 
7rparyjLaTo<;, o JLEV "EKTWp Kal. 
€cpepe Kal. TOV eA.otOopet• TOU') ryd,p 

I ' \ ' ,.., ,.. ',./, ,.. • \ 'lrOAfJLtDV<; aVTOV fiC TWV XEtpoov a't'etvat Tal) 0€ 

(jK1JVCt8 EVE7Tp1Jrrav o[ Tpwe<; Kal. Ta 
KamA.etcpe€vTa. TO'i<; o€ 'Axatoi:<; ev Tlp arrcpaA.e'i 
a ' , ' ., f ' ' ''E f-JOVAEVOJLEVOt<;-ov ryap etXOV ot 7TEpt Tov ICTOpa 
VUVTtKOV eTOLJLOV wrrTe ew' aiJ'rour;-
eOoK€£ JLEV U'lrlflla£ 7Tarrt, 7TOAAOV 7rA1]()ov<; awo-
AWAOTO<; Kal. TWV apirrTWV avopwv· Kivovvo<; o€ 

vavr; 7rOt1JrraJLEVO£ 7rapaxpiJJLa ewmA.eu-
114 (j(l)(jlV E7Tt 'EA.A.aoa. Ota TOVTO ovv avaryKai:ov 

JLEVEtV Wrr7Tep KaT' apxar; XvrrTEUOVTa<;, 7TOOr; 
" IT I I ...... 11: ' ' ' \ Tf[J apto£ ICUJLVOVT£ otai\.1\.Uc;;EtaV aVTOV<; Kat 7rpor; 

cptA.iav U7TEA()otev.1 wr; S€ €1Cptvav 
TavTa, !Cal. e7To£ovv 7TEpav JLEVOVTer;. 

K<lvmv8a To'ir; Tpwrrtv e7ri]A.8ov JLEV AWto-
7T{ar; MEJLVWV, at o€ 'AJLasove<; EIC TOV ITovTOV 

Kal. aA.A.o 7TA.ij{}or; E7TtKovpwv, W') EUTvxovv-
Tar; €7rvveavoVTo Tov ITpiaJLov Tov "EKTOpa 

\ \ 'A ' " " <:< ,!..(} I /Cat TOU') xawur; O(YOV OV7TW O£E't' apJL€VOV<; 
waz,Tar;, oi JLEV Ttver; KaT' eiJvotav, oi S€ !Cat cpo(3rp 
Tij<; OVVaJLEW')" ou ryap TOLl) i]TT1JJLEVO£r; ouo€ TOt') 

" I ,.., "\ \ " " \ " /CaiCW<; 7rpaTTOVrr tv, U/\.1\.a TO£') V£/CWrrt Kat TOt') 
I • I I '() 'X r:> () " 7T€ptry€VOf.L€VO£<; a7TUVTWV 'lrUVT€<; € € OU(J"t f-J01J €LV. 

' ' f 'A , , I( ..... ,, 115 jL€T€7T€JL'o/aVTO O€ /Cat OL xatOt 7rap aUTWV Et 

Ttva eouvavTO wcp€1\etav" TWV JLEV ryap 2 

ouo€v ouoe£r; €n wporre'ixev auTo'ir;· a/\1\a Neo7rTO-
A€JLOV Te Tov 'AxtXA.ew<; KOJLtofJ veov ovTa Kat 
ffi I < ,!..() I f \ \ I '¥£AOKT1JT1JV uwepo't' evTa 7rpoTepov ota TYJV vorrov, 
Kal. TOLalJTU') arreevetr; Kal. 

• tt.7re71.6otel' Oasaubon: i'x.n71.6eil'. 2 More! : l<Tw6ey. 
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" In the morning when the fact became evident, 
Hector was filled with angry indignation and up-
braided Paris for letting the enemy escape out of 
his hands. The Trojans then burned the huts and 
plundered what had been left behind, while the 
Achaeans, after taking counsel from their position 
of safety-for Hector and his people had no fleet at 
hand in which to cross over to attack them-unani-
mously decided to withdraw, since they had lost 
many of their people and their bravest warriors. 
There was the danger, however, that the Trojans 
might build themselves ships and sail at once against 
Greece. They were therefore obliged to remain and 
live by plundering as at first, in the hope of making 
peace with Paris when he became wearied, and 
departing after establishing friendly relations. They 
did as they had decided and remained across the 
water. 

"At this juncture Memnon came from Ethiopia 
to aid the Trojans, and the Amazons from Pontus, 
as well as other allies in great numbers when they 
learned that Priam and Hector were successful and 
that the Achaeans now were all but utterly destroyed. 
Some came out of friendship, others fearing the 
power of Troy, since it is not those who have met 
with defeat or are in sore straits but those who 
have conquered and overcome all their enemies that 
everyone is eager to help. The Achaeans also sent 
for whatever reinforcements they had at home, for 
no one outside of Greece any longer paid any heed 
whatsoever to them. Thus it was that Neoptolemus, 
son of Achilles, came although he was still very 
young, and Philoctetes, hitherto neglected because 
of his ailment, and other equally poor and feeble 
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a7ropou<;. 6Jv a<j>tKOfJ-Jvwv tJ-LKpov ava7rV€VUaVT€<; 
7ra'Aw od7r'Awuav elr; Tpoiav, Kat 7reptt:/3a-

.... " "\. ' ''"'\. ' ' ? A.oV7 o Tetxo<; eTepov 'TrOt" V Et\.aTTOV, ovK ev q> 
7rpoTepov TO'Tr(f> 7rapa TOV al"fta'Aov, aA.A.a TO 

116 U'\JrYJA.Ov atJTOV KamA.a(3ovTe<;. Tc;JV oe VH'l>V a[ 
fJ-EV TlV€<; v<j>WpfJ-OVV V'TrO TO T€LXO<;, ai oe EV Trp 
7rEpav Ef1-€VOV' che 'Yap OUOEtJ-iaiJ e'A7rioa exovTe<; 
Kpan]uetv, aA.A.' OfJ-OA.O"fLWV 0€0fJ-€VOt, KaBa7rep 
€t7rOV, ou /3e(3a[w<; E7rO'AE{J-OVV, aA.A.' a{J-</>t/36A.w<; 
TpC!7rOV Ttva Kat 7rpO<; a7r07r 'AOVV pJi'A'AOV 
"fVW{J-'YJV exovT€<;. 

'Ez,f.opat<; ovv w<; TO 'TTOAV Kat KaTaOpotJ-a'i<; 
EXPWVTO, Ka£ 'TrOT€ p,aX'IJ'> luxupoTepa<; "f€VO-
Jl-EV'YJ<;, /3ta,otJ-Evwv auTwv To <j>pouptov 
AZar; T€ lJ7r0 'EKTopo<; a7roBviJuKet ICat, AvTi'Aoxo<; 

111 v7ro Tov M€tJ-vavo<; 7rpo Tau 7raTpor;· hpwB'IJ o€ 
Kat auTO<; 0 MetJ-VWV V7r0 TOV 'AvnA.oxov, Kat 
a7rOKOJ1-t,op,evo<; TpavtJ-aT[a<; KaTa 
ooov. uvve/3YJ oe Kat TO'i<; , AxaiOL<; €UTJfJ-Epijuat 
ToT€ a,, ou 1rpoT€pov. o Te 'Yap M€tJ-vwv fl-E"fa 

exwv ETpWB'I} Katpiw<;, T€ 'A{J-a,ova 
a7rEKT€tV€ N €07r'TOA€Jl-O<; KaTaOpafJ-OVUaV E7rt Ta<; 
vav<; lTap,WTepov Kat 7r€tpwp,EVTJI' Ef1-7rpi}uat, p,a-

1 , "" \ / t' I \ 
XDfJ-€1'0<; EK T'YJ<; vew<; vav!-Laxcp oopan, Kat 

a7roBviJuK€t 
.. 'B I ' \ ..... T f 118 p,evo<;. YJV ovv a V{J-ta Kat 7rapa TOt;; pwutv, 

el p,1JOE7rOTE 7raua'OVTat Tov 7ro'AetJ-oV tJ-YJOe euTat 
Jl-YJOEV auTO'i<; 7rAEO!J VtKW(]'tlJ. 0 T€ flpiatJ-O<; 
tlA.A.o<; E"fE"fOVet fJ-ETa Te'Aevn]v, 
u</>obpa avtaBet<; Kat <j>o/3outJ-€VO<; V7rEp TOV 
"EKTOpo<;. 7rO'Av Oe <j>avA.oT€pov euxe Ta TWV 
'A 'A ' ' A" B ' xatWV, VTtAOXOV T€ Kat LaVTO<; T€ VYJKOTWV' 
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recruits from home. Upon their arrival the Achaeans 
having revived their strength, recrossed to Troy, 
and threw up another much smaller wall, not in 
the same place as previously along the shore, but 
on the higher part of it, which they seized. Some 
of the ships lay at anchor close to this rampart, 
others remained across the water. For since the 
Greeks had no hope of winning but wished to make 
terms, as I have said, they did not prosecute the war 
vigorously, but in a somewhat half-hearted way and 
with their minds set rather upon returning home. 

" They resorted to ambush, therefore, and guerilla 
warfare for the most part; but on one occasion, when 
an unusually fierce struggle arose over an attempt 
of the Trojans to raze their stronghold, Ajax was 
slain by Hector, and Antilochus,l while defending his 
father, by Memnon. But Memnon too was wounded 
by Antilochus and died while being carried off the 
field. Then too it was that the Achaeans enjoyed a 
period of success as never before. For not only was 
Memnon, who was held in great esteem, wounded 
mortally but the Amazon also, who flung herself upon 
the ships with unusual ferocity and tried to fire them, 
was killed by Neoptolemus, who fought from his 
ship with a naval pike; and Paris was slain, pierced 
by Philoctetes' arrow. Thus the Trojans in turn 
were disheartened and wondered whether they ever 
would be rid of the war or any advantage would 
redound to them through victory. Priam too was 
a changed man after the death of Paris, through his 
deep grief for him and his fear for Hector, while the 
deaths of Antilochus and Ajax left the Achaeans in 

1 See note 1 on p. 525. 
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fl I \ Q I ,1,. I 
WCTT€ 7T€fl-7TOUCTt 7T€,0£ CTUf-Lt-JaCT€WV, 'f'aCT/COVT€\ 
U7Ttevat "fEVOf-LEV'Y)\ /Cat op!CWV Of-LOCT8eVTWV 
f-L'Y}ICETt CTTpaT€VCT€lV avTOV\ el, TT]V 'AuiaJJ 

119 J"eiJJov> €7Tt To "Ap"fo>. f-LETa TavTa o 
"E!CTwp avTe"Ae"'e' 7ToA.v 'Yap dvat !CpeiTTou, 

!Cal TO €7T£T€LX,£CTf-La EcjJ'Y) KaTa KpaTO\ aipi}CTelV' 
f..Ui.AtCTTa Jxa"Ae7TatV€ Tfj Te"AevTfj. 
oeofdvov Tov 7TaTpo<> !Cat To "'YJPM To a&Tov 
"Ae"fovTo> !Cat Twv 7Taiowv Tov BavaTov, Tov Te 
a"A"Aov U7T1JAAaxBat (3ouAOf-LEVOV, Ta\ f-LEV 
1:- " I ' '1:' 1:-' ' 'A ' ota"'UCT€£\ CTVV€XWPTJCT€V' 1]r;£OV oe TOV\ X,atOV\ 
ni Te Dta"Avuat Ta ba7Tav1JBevTa el> Tov 
7TOA€f-LOV /Cat bLICIJV nva V7TOCTxeZv, OTt t-tTJBEIJ 
abttc'rJBEVT€\ JuTpaT€VCTaJJTO, !Cat T€ xwpav 
od<f>Betpav 7TOAAOt\ ETE(T£ /Cat avi3pa> U"faBoiJ, 
aAAOV\ T€ U7TEKT€tvav 7TOAAOV\ 1 /Cat' A 
ovo€v V7T' avTOV 7TaBoVT€\, aA.A.' OTL 1Cp€LTTWV 
JVOf-LLCT()TJ KaT a f-LV1]CTT€La1J /Cat "fVVatKa E"Aa(3ev JIC 

120 TYJ> 'EA.A.abo<; Twv 1Cup£wv 13ti3ovTwv. o 13€ 'Oouu-
uev<;, OVTO\ 'Yap €7TpeufJeve 7T€pt TYJ'> elpr}VTJ<;, 
7TapvTe'iTo, €7Ttb€tKVV\ OTL ovx lJTTW oeopaxaCTtV 
fJ 7T€7Tov8autv, Kat alT[av €1CeLIJOt<; aveT£8et 
TOV 7TOAEf-LOV' 'YaP oe'iv TOCTOV-
TWV ovuwv ICaTa 'Auiav 'Yvvat/Cwv, €v8€voe 2 

ei<; 'E"A"Aaba JA.8oJJTa f-L"'IJCTTEVElV Kat a7TeA.8e'iv 
ICaTa"fe"AauavTa TWV apLCTTWV 7Tap' aVTOt<;, 
7TAOVT(f> CTVf-LfJiJvat "fap ovx a7TAW<; 

f-LVTJCTTe£av, a"J.A.a J7Tt(3ouA.evelV 3 aVTOV TOt<; 
€Ke'i 7Tpa"/J.LaCTt ota TovTov 4 A.av8avew avTou<;· 

<1 \ " \ '1:' I () I WCTT€ TO "'Ol7TOV 1]<;£0V 7TaVCTaCT at, TOCTOVTWV 

1 /f,\.,\.ovs ore a'li"EKTEIVO.Y 1ro,\.,\.ovs added by Kaibel. 
I lvMvae Capps: or&vs.. a Emperius : av. 
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a much weaker condition. The result was that they 
sent an embassy offering to withdraw as soon as 
peace was made and oaths taken that the one people 
would not again invade Asia nor the other, Argos. 
Thereupon Hector spoke against this, for the Trojans, 
he said, were far stronger and would capture the 
fortification by assault; but what angered him most 
was the death of Paris. However, upon the appeal 
of his father, who urged his fullness of years and 
the loss of his sons, and influenced by the desire of 
the people of the city to be relieved of the war, he 
consented to the cessation of hostilities, but insisted 
that the Achaeans pay the expenses of the war and 
make reparation because they had been the aggres-
sors, had pillaged the country for many years, and 
had slain Paris along with many other brave warriors, 
not because he had done them any injury but because 
he had been preferred in the wooing of Helen and had 
won a wife from Hellas, given by those who had the 
right to do so. Against this, Odysseus, who was a 
member of the peace embassy, protested, pointing out 
that the achievements of the Achaeans were no less 
than their defeats and was for laying the blame for 
the war upon their enemies. Paris, he thought, had 
no business, when there were so many women in 
Asia, to go from there to Greece to sue for a wife 
and then return after snapping his fingers at her 
chieftains and triumphing through the power of his 
wealth. His errand, he insisted, had been no simple 
courtship; nay, they were not oblivious of the fact 
that by its means Paris was plotting against Greek 
interests. He therefore insisted that this be given 
up for the future, since both sides had suffered so 

' orovorov Emperius : orouoro. 
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IWKWV ryeryovr'xrrov at-trpoTepot<;, Kat TauTa E7T£-

ryat-t£ac; Te oi5G''T]'> tt:at uvyyeve£ac; To'ic; 'ATpe£Satc; 
121 rrpoc; avTovc; Sta ITeXo?Ta. S€ Twv XPTJ-

whwv ICaTeyeXa· f-tTJ yap e'lvat 
"EA.XTJG'LV, aA.Xa vvv TOV<; rroA.Xovc; fKOVTa<; 
G'TpaTeveuBat Ota TTJV OLt<:Ol 7T€VLav. TavTa o€ 
eXeyev a?ToTperrrov aVTOV<; E7Tt 'EA.Xaoa 

el 0€ nva Se£1 OLt<:1JV ryeveG'Bat Tov 
€V7Tp€7TOV<; xaptv, alhoc; 2 eupe'iv. ICaTaA.e£+etv 
ryap aVTOV<; avaBnt-ta t<:aXXtG'TOV f-tEYl<TTOV Tj] 
'AfJ1JVlf errtypa'[retv, 'AxatoL Tj] 
'AB 17 vq, Ti7 'IXtaot. TovTo yap rf>epew a t-teyaA.TJv 
Ttf-LTJV EKeivotc;" KaB' €auT(;w S€ y£-yveG'Bat f-tUpTv-

l22 pwv i]TTTJf-tEV(l)V. rrap€K(LA€l Se Kat 
'EXeV?)V U7TEp Tfj<; uvXXat-t/3avew. i] o€ 
O"VVE7TpaTT€ 1JxBeTO yap OT£ Ot' 
oi T pwec; EOOKOVV 7ToXXa KaKa ?Tauxew. t<:at 
7TOtoVVTat OtaA.UG'Et<;, KaL u?Tovoa£ y£yvovTat' 

Tprout t<:a£ ''Ot-tTJPO'> S€ Ka£ 
I ' \ \ ,,, t' '<:' \ ' TOVTO f-t€T1]V€YKEV €7T£ TO 'I' "f€VOf-t€VOV" 

&XX' erpry Tpwac; G'V"fXEat TU<; 
Wf-LOG'a'V T€ 0 T€ er EKTWP Kat 'Arya-
f-tEf-tVWV Kat TWV aA.A.rov oi ovvaTOL t-t1Te 

?ToTe G'TpaTEuuew TTJV 'AG'{av 
iiv apxv TO ITpuif-tOV ryf.voc;, f-t1JT€ 
el<; ITeXorroWIJG'OV BotroTiav lj Kp?T?JV 'lBciK1JV 
lj <P8£av Ei5{3otav. ryfip 

123 E7TOLOUV" 7T€pL Of TWV aA.X(tJV OUt<: €{3ouXoVTO 
Of-tl1U€LV oi ovo€ 'ATpe£oat<; €t-teA.e. 

1 oe! added by Reiske. 1 o.ho• More!: abro'ls. 
3 rp€petv </JEP"· 
4 ti.s after cnrovlld.s deleted by Rhodomann, 

THE ELEVENTH OR TROJAN DISCOURSE 

much, and that too although the Atridae were 
already connected with the Trojans by marriage 
ties and kinship through Pelops.l With regard to 
indemnity, he had only ridicule. The Greeks, he 
said, had no means; nay, even then the larger part 
of the army was serving voluntarily on account of the 
poverty of the homeland. This he urged to deter 
the Trojans from a campaign against Greece, and 
said that if any indemnity should be necessary for 
propriety's sake, he was ready with a plan. For 
the Greeks would leave a very large and beautiful 
offering to Athena and carve upon it this inscription: 
" A Propitiation from the Achaeans to Athena of 
Ilium." This, he explained, conferred great honour 
upon the Trojans and stood against the Greeks as 
an evidence of their defeat. He exhorted Helen 
also to interest herself in the peace, and she gladly 
lent her help, for it pained her that she was blamed 
for the many misfortunes of the Trojans. So hos-
tilities were brought to an end, and a truce was made 
between the Trojans and the Achaeans. But here 
too Homer has distorted the facts though he knew 
what occurred. He says that the Trojans broke the 
truce ; and Hector and Agamemnon together with 
the other prominent chieftains had only sworn to 
each other that the Achaeans would never invade 
Asia so long as the family of Priam was on the 
throne, and that the descendants of Priam would 
not invade the Peloponnese, Boeotia, Crete, Ithnca, 
Phthia, or Euboea. These were the only countries 
that they specified; as regards the others, the 
Trojans refused to give their oath, nor were the 

1 See §§ 50 and 68. 
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rotJTooV SE 0 7'€ V7TO 'TWV 
, A xatWV f.J-E"fa gP"fOV, Kat 
aiJToV oi 7TOAtV, Kat 'TWV 7TVAWV 
ov SexotJ-€voov T£ rov Ka(}e'i"Aov· 
OBev €A.€xBTJ ro aA.wvat rhv ?To"Atv 1nro 
roil t?T?Tov. Kat To crrpaTEVtJ-a iJxero v?Tocr?TovSov 
'Tothq> 'Trp rpo?Tq>. Thv SE 'EA.ev1Jv o ''EKToop 
crvvq}Ktcre I11Jtrpo[3p, fJV f.J-ET, EKe'ivov Twv 

124 a8eA.rpwv 0 Se aVTOV T€A€VT/j, 
7TaVT(J.)lJ evOattJ-OVEcrTaTor;, ocra A€AV7TYJTat 
7T€pt TWV ?Taiooov TWV T€TEA€VT1JKOT«JV. Ka't auTo<; 
fJacrt"Aevcrar; crvxva gT'I] Kat 7TA.etcrTa rf]r; 'Acriar; 
KaTacrTpe'fratJ-€VO<; "f'l]pato<; a7To(}v{JcrKEt, Kat (}a ?TT€• 
rat ?Tpo Try<; 7TOA€00<;. rhv Se !.Kap,avopip 1 

rw ?TatSt Kar€A.mev. 
.. ,.. ('\ )/ tf ' ' ,.. rl TavTa 0€ exovra €7Ttcrrap,at crarpoor; 07'£ 

ovoe't<; {L7TODegerat, Se -tevo17 7TaVT€<; 
eivat Trov rppovovvToov, ou tJ-ovov oi"EA.A.7Jve<;, 
a"AA.a Ka't Vf.J-El<;. "fCtP DtafJoA.h crrpoopa xaA€7TOV 
' ' ' '1: (} ... ' ' 125 €()7't Kat TO Ero7J7TaT'I}cr at 7TOI\.VV XPOVOV. ()K0-

7T€bT€ De TaVaVTLa 7TW<; E()'Tt "fEAO'ia, 
rhv oogaiJ Kat 'TO 7TpOKaTetA.f]rpBat• KpvcpBi]vat 
tJ-eV ev rep L7T7T(f' crTpaT€VtJ-a OAOV, 'TWV Oe Tpwoov 
j.l-1](} eva alcrB avecre at TOUTO j.l-'T]Oe V7T07TT€Vcrat, Kat 
TaUTa 7rap' aUTOl<; a'o/eVOOV<;, 
aA.A.a Kop,£crat 2 7TOA€tJ-tov<; Ot' aUTWV 
rhv 7TOA.tv' 7T poupov Oe eva llvopa 7TaVT«JV 

tKavov "fevf.cr(}ae "fup,vov 
rfi rpoovfj rpe'o/acrBat Ka't 
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Atridae insistent. When this compact had been 
sworn to, the horse, a huge structure, was completed 
by the Achaeans and conveyed up to the city by the 
Trojans, who removed a portion of the walls when 
the gates did not admit its passage. Hence the 
ridiculous story of the capture of the city by the 
horse. The army departed under truce in this way. 
Then Hector gave Helen to Delphobus as his wife, 
for he was the best of the brothers next to himself. 
His father died as the most fortunate man in the 
world except for the grief he bore for the sons who 
had perished. Hector too died full of years at the 
end of a long reign after subduing most of Asia, 
and was buried outside the city. His kingdom he 
left to his son Scamandrius." 1 

Though this is the true account, I see clearly that 
no one will accept it, but that all save the thoughtful 
will declare it to be false. By " all " I mean you 
as well as the Greeks. 2 For calumny is extremely 
hard to overcome, and especially when men have 
been deceived for a long time. But rid yourselves 
of your opinions and prejudices and consider how 
ridiculous the opposite story is. A whole army was 
hidden in a horse and yet not a single Trojan noticed 
it or even surmised it in spite of the fact that they 
had an unerring prophetess among them, but by 
their own efforts they brought the enemy within the 
city. Then before this, when all were defeated, 
one man appeared unarmed and proved able by 
the power of his voice to put to flight so many 

1 Usually called Astyana.x. 
2 Dio is addressing the people of the Troy of his da.y. See 

§ 4. 

54 I 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

f.L€'Ttt 'Toiho chr ?.,a oinc exov'Ta, E/C 'TOU ovpavou 
A,a/3ov'Ta vud]crat Touc; 7rpoTepov 
!CpaTOVV'Ta<; /Cat OtW/C€tV a'TraVTa<; lva OV'Ta'· 

126 athov o€ E/C€tVOV TOG"OVTOV V7rep€xov'Ta a'IJ'o8ave'iv 
V7TO TOU 7TaVTOOV KaKiG"TOV T1JV "frvxriv, W<; avTo£ 
cpautv, (iA,A,ov T€ a7ro8avovTO<; CiA.A.ov UKVAevOi')vat, 
p,ovrp o€ EKeivrp TWV rycv€u8at Tarf>ov-
CiA.A.ov o€ T£Va TWV apiuTOOV TOG"auTa fTYJ 'TroA,e-
f.LOUVTa V'TrO f.LEV TWV 'TrOAep,toov f.LYJO€VO<; a7To8a-
ve'iv, avTOV Oe oprytu8€vTa Kat TaVTa 
OoKovvTa uep,voTa'Tov Kat 7rpqoTaTov eivat Twv 

127 UVJ.Lp,axooll' TOV o€ 7Tpo8€p,evov eL7T€tV 
Tov T poot/Cov 7rOAep,ov Ttt ICaA.A,tuTa Kat f.LE"ftG"Ta 
TWV 'Y€"f0VOTOOIJ eiiuat /Cat f.L'I]OE aAOOG"tv TTJ'> 
7roA,eooc; oteA.Oe'iv. 

TavTa ryap euTtv ev To'ic; 7rE7TOtYJf.LEVotc; Kat 
t.,e'Yof.L€vw;. o p,ev 'AxtA-A,evc;, 7rpoYJTTYJp,€voov Twv 
, Axatwv OVK eic; oTJo€ 'TWV CiA.A.oov p,ovov, 
a\.A.a Kat 'TTJ'> EaVTOV G"'TpaTtu<;, f.LOVO<; 7T€pt"fEVO-
f.L€VO<; Kat 'TOG"OVTOV Ttt 7rpa"fp,aTa f.L€Ta/3a"A,wv, 
allTO<; o€ ,, EKTopa f.lEV U7TOK'Tfivar;, IJ7TO De' A 
opov a7To8v(;uKWV, ar; iJuTaTo<; TWV Tpwoov, W<; 
aVTOt A.€ryovu£, IIaTpoKA,ov o€ a7To8avOV'TO'), G"KV-
A€VOf.1€VO<; 0 , Axl"A€1"' /Cat Ttt etce{vov "nrf>B€vm 

128 07TAa, 0 o€ IIciTpoKA,o') ov mcpe{'). E7T€tOry 13€ 
A 'tavToc; Tarf>oc; Kat 7Tav'T€'> ifoeuav avTov ev 
Tpo{q 'T€Aevn}uavm, TOV 
a7TOKTELvavTa auTOS' ahov livEAWV. oi 

1 Achilles is meant. See Iliad IS. 225 f. 
2 Paris is meant. Hector rebukes him for cowardice in 

Iliad 3. 39 ff. 
3 Achilles was interred in the same tomb as Patroclus 

according to Homer (Odyssey 24. 76 f.). See also § 103. 
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thousands; 1 and after this, being without arms, he 
received fresh weapons from heaven and over-
whelmed the victors of but the previous day and 
unaided chased them all from the field. Can you 
believe, further, that this same Achilles, so pre-
eminent a hero, was slain by the most faint-hearted 
man in the world,2 as the Trojans themselves confess, 
that while one man was slain it was another who 
was stripped of his arms, and that this hero was the 
only one among the chieftains to be given no burial-
place; 3 that yet another, and he one of the bravest, 
who fought so many years, was saved from the 
hands of the enemy only to slay himself in a fit of 
anger, and that although he was looked upon as the 
most dignified and gentle-mannered among the 
allies? 4 And finally, the poet, who set out to tell 
of the Trojan war, omitted the most glorious and 
important events and did not even give an account 
of the capture of the city ! 

The following are some of the things that he 
mentions in his poem :-When the Achaeans had 
already been worsted, and more than once, Achilles' 
own force included, and he was the sole survivor, 
he made a great change in the situation by slaying 
Hector and was himself slain by Paris, who was the 
meanest of the Trojans, as they themselves admit, 
and when Patroclus was slain, it was Achilles whose 
body was stripped and whose arms were taken, while 
Patroclus was not buried. Then since there was a 
grave of Ajax and everyone knew that he died at 
Troy, he slew himself simply to deprive the man 
who slew him of honour ! The Achaeans fled in 

4 Telamonian Ajax is meant, but this is not the traditional 
conception of his character. See also § 116. 

543 



DIO CHRYSOSTOM 

1 •np'f' Scaliger: Hp'f' M. 
2 1eal before Ji'llllevos bracketed by Schwartz. 
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silence from Asia after burning their huts, and 
their naval camp was set on fire by Hector and their 
rampart captured. Then they erected a votive 
offering to Athena and carved an inscription upon 
it, as is the custom for the vanquished, but none 
the less they captured Troy and an army of men 
was hidden in the wooden horse. The Trojans sus-
pected what was afoot and purposed to burn the 
wooden horse or cut it to pieces, and yet did neither 
the one nor the other, but ate and slept, in spite of 
Cassandra's forewarning too. Does not all this in 
reality remind one of dreams and wild fiction ? In 
the book " Dreams " by Horus 1 people have such 
experiences, imagining at one time that they are 
being killed and their bodies stripped of arms and 
that they rise to their feet again and fight unarmed, 
at other times imagining they are chasing somebody 
or holding converse with the gods or committing 
suicide without any cause for the act, and at times, 
possibly, flying offhand or walking on the sea. For 
this reason one might well call Homer's poetry a 
kind of dream, obscure and vague at that. 

The following also is worth thinking about along 
with what has been said above. Everybody is agreed 
that the st'Ormy season had already set in when 
the Achaeans sailed from Asia and that for this 
reason the greater part of their expedition came to 
grief off Euboea; further, that they did not all take 
the same course, since a division arose in the army 

1 No such book written by a Horus is known. As" Horus" 
is an Egyptian name and the name of an Egyptian god, Dio 
appropriately has his fictitious Egyptian priest refer to a 
book by such a man. 
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tca£ p.ev 'Aryap.f.p.vovt, of. 
MeveA.a9) wpouBf.alJat, of. tcaB' 
a7rel\Oe'iv, Wll tcat "Op.npo;; Ell 'OOV(J'(J'Eiq- JLEf.J,ll'r}Tat. 

\ \ \ 't I t' ,.. J \ \ p.ev ryap ev 7rparrovrar; op.ovoetv eucor; tcat 
rip f3a(J'tA.e'i ro 'TT'Ae'i(J'rov {;7rorarre(J'Bat, tcat rov 
Mevf."Aaov litacpepeaBat TOll aoe"Acpov 
7rapaxpiJJ.La euepye(J'[ar;• OE 

\ "' I rl ""' ) I tca£ 7rparrov(]'£11 a1ravra Tavra avwytc'r} 
131 (J'Vp,j3alvetv. eT£ of. f.LEV cpof3ovp,f.vov> tca£ 

E/C am€ vat Td xt(J''T'I}ll 
tcat 1 IC£110Vli€V€£ll 2 of. tcpa-

... \ ' ,., f' ... , ... Kat 7rp0<; aUTWll TO(J'OVTOII 
alxp,a"Awrwv tca£ XP'YJJLaTwv 7reptp.evew 

TiJV a(J'cpaA€(J'TcL'T'TJll C!Jpav, che tca£ 
/Cat awavrwv acp8ov£av 

aAAtt Utca ST'TJ 7r6ptp.elvavrar; OtacpBa-
pfjvat wap' oA{"/Oll, 

AT T€ or/Cot (J'Vp.cpopa£ /CaTaA.a/3ov(J'at 
oux OIJAOV(]'£ TO 7T'Tat(J'p.a 

132 Kat a(J'Of.vetav aurwv· ou wavv ryd.p elwBa(]'£11 
E'TT'tTiBe(J'Bat To'i;; 11£/CW(J'tll ouof. 6UTVXOV(]'£V, 
aA.A.a f.LEV Bavp.a,OU(]'£ tcat cpof3ovvrat, 
TWII of. aworuxovrwv /CaTacppovov(J'tll or T€ e'wBev 
tcai T£11€<; TWII avarytcalwv. cpalveTat of., A'YaJ.LEfLIIWV 
{mo otd. o Te 

ewt8ep.evor; aiJTij> /Cat KpaTI/(J'ar; 
oZ .re 'Ap'Ye'iot To 7rpayp,a Kat Tov 
Af'Yt(J'eov f3a(J'tAea OUK &v el f.LETtt 

Kat acpttcop.evov TOll 
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and between the Atridae, some joining Agamemnon, 
others Menelaus, while yet others, whom Homer 
mentions in the Odyssey, departed by themselves. 
For it is reasonable to suppose that if things were 
going well, there would have been unanimity and 
the fullest obedience to the king, and that Menelaus 
would not have quarrelled with his brother just after 
receiving the great favour 1 from him; but in defeat 
and failure all such things are sure to happen. Be 
it noted also that when an army is in fear and flight, 
it retires with the greatest speed from the enemy's 
country and takes no chances by remaining, while 
a victorious army that has added to its own re-
sources a great number of prisoners and great 
supplies awaits the safest moment for withdrawing, 
since it both controls the country itself and has a 
great abundance of everything, but would not, after 
waiting ten years, have come within a little of being 
wholly destroyed. 

The domestic disasters also which befell those who 
reached their homes are not the least evidence of 
their discomfiture and weakness. It is certainly not 
the rule for attacks to be made on men who are 
victorious and successful. Such men are feared and 
admired. The unsuccessful, however, are held in 
contempt by outsiders and even by some of their 
own kinsfolk. It was undoubtedly because of his 
defeat that Agamemnon was despised by his wife, 
that Aegisthus attacked and easily overcame him, 
and that the Argives took the matter into their own 
hands and made Aegisthus king. They would not 
have done it had he slain an Agamemnon who had 

1 The recovery of his wife Helen through· the capture 
of Troy. 
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'A'YaftEftiiOIIa d-rrEKT€£11€, Kpan]uaiiTa Tfi'> 'Aula<;. 
.., A ·o;, " e ·e , " 133 o TE utoft'r)D?)'> Ec;;E7T€rT€11 Ell, ou evo<; e"AaTTOII 
euDoKtftO>V Ell Tfjl -rroX€,_,rp, Neo-rrn)"Aef£0'> efTe 
V7TO 'EXX?}IIOOII ehe V7TO aXXooll Ttvwv· ftET' ou 

... , , , '1:' , rr ... 7TOI\.U 0€ Kat 7TaiiT€<; Ec;;E71'€rTOII €K T'fl'> €1\.071'011-
ll?}rToU, Kat KaTeXvB'IJ To TWII IIeXomSw11 "'fEIIO'> St' 
EKeiii?)V guwpopdv, oi S' 'HpaKXe£oat, 71'poTepo11 
aCT8€11EL'> (;liT€'> Kat dn,_,asOf£6110£, KaTfiXBoll ft€Ta 
D.oopd.oo11. 

134 'OovCTrTEV'> S€ E/3paouvev f.KWII, Ta ftEII aluxullo-
ft€VO<;, Ta s· V71'071'T€VOOV Ta -rrptL"'fftaTa. Kat Dta 
TOVTO E71'l, f£11'1JCTT€iav ETptL71''f/rTall Tfi'> li7)11€A07T7)'> 
Ka£ TWII KT7)fttLTOOII ij TWII KecpaXX?}IIOOII 
veDT?)'>· Kat ovoet<; E(3o1)Bet TWII cp£Xoo11 TWII 
'OovCTCTEOO'> ouo€ N ErTTOOP OUTOO<; E'Y'YVBev. Ci71'aiiTE<; 
"'fap .fJuall Ta7T€LVOt Kat cpaVAC!J'> e-rrpaTTOII oi Tfi'> 
rTTpaTeia<; ftETarTXOIIT€<;, TOU11a11T£011 OE expfi11 
OHIIOV> Ci-rraut cf>a£veuBat TOV<; Ka£ 
ft'T]oella auTOl'> E7rtX€tp€tll. 

135 MeveXao<> S€ TO -rrapa-rra11 oux i]Kev el<; ITeXo71'ov-
v1)rTOII, dA.X' Ev Al'Yv-rrnp KaTeftetllell. Kat rT'I'JftE'ia 
'Y€ 1 ErTT£11 aXXa T€ Tfi'> dcpigew<; Kat IIOf£0'> a71'' 
avTov KaXOVf£€110'>, ovK &11 el -rre-rrXa117Jf£Evo<; Kat 
-rrpo<; oX£"'fOII dcj>£KETO. 'Ynfta<; o€ Thll TOV (3autXeoo<; 
eu'YaTepa Ka£ Dl'IJ'YnCTaTO TOt'> iepevut Ta 

136 rTTpaTELa<; oV8e11 a71'0KpU71'TOftE110'>• rTXEOOII 2 Oe 
Kd ''OP-'IJPO'> E71'irTTaTat TOVTO Kat alviTT€Tat, 

1 -ye Reiske : -re. 
a Before trxeliov the MSS. have ol <t>a.trw 8-rt JCal -rhv 

fJ...a{3Ev, A.&')'oV lnrLtrT6-ra:rov· OE 
JA.dv8avev etliwA.ov -r1js Tpoias lxwv- 3 TE 7rOA.<p.os 
1repl ellici!A.ou -r.1 lieJCa l-r1}, which Arnim brackets.-" And they 
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returned with all his glory and power after conquer-
ing Asia. Diomede too, who won a reputation second 
to no one in the war, was exiled from his home, 
and so was Neoptolemus, whether by Hellenes or 
by certain others. Then soon after they were all 
driven from the Peloponnese and the family of the 
Pelopidae came to an end because of this calamity, 
while the Heraclidae, hitherto a weak and despised 
family, came in with Dorians. 

Odysseus, however, delayed voluntarily, in part 
because he was ashamed, and in part because he 
suspected the situation; and on account of this, the 
youth of Cephallenia set themselves to court Penelope 
and seize his property, while of Odysseus' friends 
not one came to his aid, not even Nestor though so 
near. For all who had taken part in the expedition 
were humbled and in poor circumstances ; whereas, 
had they conquered, they would necessarily have 
inspired fear in all and no one would have attacked 
them. 

Menelaus did not return to the Peloponnesus at 
all but remained in Egypt. Among other proofs of 
his arrival there is the fact that a province was named 
after him; which would not have been the case had 
he been a wanderer and stayed for only a short 
period. But he married the king's daughter and 
told the priests the story of the expedition, con-
cealing nothing. One could almost say that Homer 
is not only well acquainted with all this account, 

say that he got Helen from there too-the most incredible 
story imaginable. Before this it was an image from Troy 
that he had without knowing it, and the war was fought 
for ten yean over an image." Of. Herod. 2. 112 f. 
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Tov Mev€A-ero p,eTa inro Twv 
Bewv el<; To 'HA.uutov 7reUov 7rep,<f>8T]vat, o7rov 

I ./.. \ I I I > '() I P,'I]T€ Vl't'€TO<; "fl"fV€Tat P,'I]T€ X€£P,OOV, a"'"' at pta 
ot' ihov<; Kat 0 ryap E7Tt 1 TTJ<; Alryv7TTOV 
T07TO<; TowiiTo<; ECJ'J"lV. OOKOVCJ'l o€ p,ot Kat TWV 
tl ,.. (' ,.. ' , VCJT€pOV 7TOl'YJTOOV TlV€<; V7T07TT€VCJat Ta 7rparyp,aTa. 

ryap 'EA.€v'I7V E7Ttf3ovA-ev8T]vat p,f.v v7ro 'OpeuTov 
A.eryet n<; Twv Tpa'frpOto7rotwv eUfJv<; €A.Bouuav, 
ryev€uBat of. d<f>avT] TWV doeA.cpwv E7rtcpavEVTOOV. 
TOUTO of. OVK &v 'TrOT€ E7TOi'I]CJ€V, el €cpaiveTO 
'EA.€v'l] fluTepov €v TV 'EA.A.aot Kat 
Too MeveA.aro uvvovua. 

.. ' ' ,.. (' ' ' ' , 137 Ta p,ev O'YJ Trov EA.A.1]VOOV p,eTa TOV 7ToA.ep,ov 
el<; TofiTo t,A.Be ovuTvxia<; Kat Ta7TetvonJTo<;, Ta 
of. TWV Tpwrov 7TOAV KpdTTOVa Kat E7TlKVOECJ'1"f5pa 
E'fEV€To. TOVTo p,f.v ryap Alveia<; {J7To "EKTopo<; 
7Tep,cp8et<; p,eTa CJTOAOV Kat ovvap,ero<; 7TOAATJ<; 

'J TaA.iav KaTECJ'X€ evoatp,OV€CJTaT'I]V xwpav 
E' I "'' "E" , I 'A.. I T'l]<; up007T7J<;• TOVTO 0€ /\.€VO<; €£<; P,ECJ'T]V a't'tKO-

P,EVO<; 'EA-A.aoa MoA.oTTwv €j3aCJiA.evCJe Kat 
TTJ<; 'H 7Teipov 7T A'IJO"LOV ®enaA.ia<;. KaiTo£ 7TOT€-

pov elKo<; t,v TOV<; i}TT'YJ()b,Ta<; €7TmA.eZv E7Tt 
TWV KpaT'I]O"aVTOOV xwpav Kat j3aCJtAEVElV 7rap' 

1 ,.. " ) I \ I ) \ \ avTot<; 'YJ Tovvavnov TOV<; KpaTT)O"avTa<; E7Tt T'TJV 
138 TWV 7TW<; o€, EL7Tfp aA.oV0"1J<; Tpoia<; 

ecpevryov ol 7rep't. TOV Alveiav "al. TOV , 
Kat TOV ''EA-evov, ov 7TaVTaxoO"E p,aA.A.ov ecpevryov 

el<; 'EA.A.aoa Kat Evpw7r'I]V, ovo€ T07TOV 
nva KaTa::\aj3oVTE<; Tfj<; 'Auia<;, a::\A,' 

1 .1,.1 Schwartz: chro. 

1 See Homer, Odyssey 4. 561 f. 
sso 
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but also that he is hinting at it when he says that 
Menelaus was sent by the gods after his death to the 
Elysian fields, where there is neither snow nor storm 
but sunshine and balmy air throughout the year,I for 
such is the climate of Egypt. It seems to me that 
some of the later poets too have an inkling of the 
facts. One of the tragic poets, for instance, says 
that Helen immediately upon her return was the 
object of Orestes' plotting and that on the appear-
ance of her brothers she was not to be found.2 Now 
the poet would never have so represented it in his 
play had it been an established fact that Helen 
lived in Greece after the war, and as the wife of 
Menelaus. 

This is the gloomy and weak state into which the 
fortune of Greece fell after the war, while that of 
Troy became much brighter and more glorious. On 
the one hand, Aeneas was sent by Hector with a 
large fleet and force of men and occupied Italy, the 
most favoured country in Europe; and, on the other, 
Helenus penetrated into the interior of Greece and 
became king of the Molossians and of Epirus near 
Thessaly. And yet which was the more probable: 
that a vanquished people should sail to the land of 
their conquerors and reign among them, or that, on 
the contrary, the victors should sail to the land of 
the conquered? Furthermore, if, when Troy fell, 
Aeneas, Antenor, Helenus, and their people fled, 
why did they not betake themselves anywhere else 
rather than to Greece and Europe, or content them-
selves with occupying some place in Asia, rather 

1 E?ripides, Orestes 1625 f. Apollo, addressing Orestes, 
te:Is him that Helen has escaped from his murderous attack 
and will be the companion of her brothers Castor and Pollux 
in the sky. ' ' 
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E?Tt EtCetvwv vcp' wv avaCTTaTO£ 
Eryl.vovro; 7riJ') E/3aul"'Aeuuav ll7raVT€') oU UJLUC-

pwv aVOOVVJLWV xoop[wv, tCa£ 
'E:X.:X.aoa tCaTaCTxe'iv; a:X.:X.' a?Tetxovro Dta 

Of.LW'> OUIC o:X.i"fOV auTij<; a?Te-
TfJLETO, ''H?Tetpov- 'EveTwv etCpa-
TTJG'E tCa£ rijc; ap[CTT'YJ'> 7rept TOV 'Aoptav· 

'I TaALM e/3aCTtAeVCT€ /Cat ?TOAW 
139 i]KtCTE fl-E"f[CTT'Y}V 7rauwv. ravra OUIC elKO<; 

fJV 7rpiigat cpV"fcLOa<; avBpw7rOV<; Kat ot:'tCoBev 
a;\;\' ct"fa?TaV Et 

efa tCaTOl/CEtV' TE p.era 
'XPTJfl-cLTWV Dta 

p.euwv rwv 7rO"A.ep.twv 
rijc; ?TcLVTOOV a?TOAWAOTOOV, 07rOV xa:X.e7rOV 

ra CTWJLara auTa DtaCTWCTa£ lCTxvovrac; 
Kat a;\}..' OU p.era 7ra{OwV "fVVa£/CWV Kat 
"fOVI.wv Kat 'XP'TJfJ-aTOOV a7raV[CTTaCT8at, /Ca), ravra 

TE Kat ?Tap' EA?T[Oa<; aAOVCT'TJ'> rijc; 
?To:X.eooc;, oux ?:JCT?Tep elw8aCTt tCara CT?Tovoac; Kar' 
oAi"fOV EICAEi?Tetv; a:X.:X.a TO "fEVop.evov ovvarov 
"fEViCT8at. 

T' "'' "E ' A. ' ' ' " • 140 ov oe Kropa 't'aCTtV, a7rE?T"'evCTav ot 
'Axatoi, 7ro"A.:X.ov elc; rhv 7ro:X.tv CTvve"A.'I}-

Kat TOJV E?T£/COVpwv a?Ttl.vat /3ov:X.o-
p.€vwv a7rcLVTWV, opwvra TOV Alveiav OVIC 
avexop.evov, el p.l.poc; :X.a/3ot rijc; 
ryap V7TOCTXECT8at TOV ITpiap.ov avr(p Dta7rOA€-

l Rome is meant. 
• i.e., assuming that the Trojans were the victors. 
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than sail straight to the land of those who had 
driven them out? And how did they all come to 
rule over regions by no means small or obscure, 
when they might have seized Greece also? But, 
one says, they refrained on account of their oaths. 
Still, Helenus cut off no small part of it, namely, 
Epirus. Then Antenor acquired dominion over the 
Heneti and the very best land about the Adriatic, 
while Aeneas became master of all Italy and founded 
the greatest city in the world.l Now it does not 
stand to reason that men driven into exile and 
crushed by calamities at home accomplished such 
things, but rather that they would have been 
satisfied to be allowed to settle anywhere, es-
pecially when one considers with what humble 
resources whether of men or of money they would 
have had to come, fleeing through the midst of the 
enemy, their city lying in ashes and everything lost, 
when it would have been hard for the young and 
vigorous to save even their lives, to say nothing 
of setting forth with wives, children, parents, and 
property, when, to make matters worse, their city 
had been taken suddenly and contrary to their 
expectation, and they would not have departed 
gradually as men are wont to do when there has 
been a formal agreement. Nay, what did happen 
was a thing that could happen.2 

The story goes that after the Achaeans sailed 
away there was a great multitude assembled in the 
city, and that the allies were not all inclined to 
depart, and that, further, Hector discovered that 
Aeneas would not be satisfied if he did not get some 
share in the royal power, as Priam had promised him, 
so he claimed, if he saw the war through to the end 
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1-u)rravn Tov 7ro"Aef1-0V Kat eK(3aA.6vn TOV<; 
-ofhw TlJV a'!rotKiav XPYJJ.l-aTwv Te 
OV cp€tcYaJ.l-€VOV Kat rmorrov €(3ovA€TO 

141 '!refl-tavTa J.l-€TCt A.e"/etv oe 
aUTOV J.l-EV 6t'l] (3arrtA€U€tV Kat J.l-YJOEV 
KaTaOeerrrepav lXetV aVrou, 7rporr-

oe J.l-aAAOV hepav "'iJv· eXvat 
'Yap OVK aovvaTOV KpaTijuat 
TOUTWV o€ "f€VOJ.l-eVWV lxew TOV<; 
U7T' ai:JTWV apxetV er/>' i5rrov 

142 &v rrws7Jmt To Taura 
eA.euBat TOV Alveiav,1 Tfl J.l-fV EK€LVC(! xaptSOJ.l-€VOV, 
Tfl o€ EA'lrLSOVTa J.l-€lSOVWV T€VgeuBat• ofhw 
U'lrOtKiav "f€VeuBat U7r0 lu xvor; Kat 
V'lrO T€ avBpw7rWV ef)TVXOVVTWV 7rapaxpi]wi T€ 

ovvryBijvat Kat opwvTa o€ 'Avnjvopa 
Alveiav urEA.'AoJ.l-evov Kat avrov E'lrtBvf.l-iJuat Ev-

' , , 1: , , e ,.., ,.., ... €7rapc;at, Kat "f€V€U at UTOI\.OV a/\.1\.0V 
TOLOUTOV. o€ TOUTOt<; eryKaAOVVTa "EA.evov 
wr; €A.aTTOvf1-evov Cl1Jtcp6(3ov oerJBi]vat rov 

'"\. Q' ,.. ' \ r '..k' rf Kat "-atJOVTa vav> Kat uTpanav wr; e't' eTOtfl-OV 
'E:\A.aoa Kat Kamu x_e'iv i5AYJV 2 

143 EKu7Tovoov. ofhw Kat cpev'Yovm €g 
Tov Alveiov 3 rrToA.ov e7TvBeTo, 

e'A.Be'iv 7rpO> auTOV, UT€ Kat cptA.iar; avro'ir; 
"fEVOJ.l-evryr;, Oe?J8ijvai re {3o?}Be£ar; Tvxe'iv, Ot'T}yYJrra-
!1-evov 4 Ta.<; T€ Kat Tfl<; avrou 
IYVJ.l-cpOpas. TOV o€ avaA.afJe'iv avrov lxovra 
OAi"ta> vav> Kat Tt 7rapaoovvat (TTpa-
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1 Alvelav : uEwropos. 
2 rlw added by Reiske. 
8 AlvEiov Geel: Aiv•[q. M. 
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and expelled the Achaeans ; so Hector sent the 
colonists forth, generously supplying means and des-
patching with Aeneas as large a force as he 
wished, with all goodwill. He assured Aeneas that 
he was fully entitled to reign and have an authority 
no whit inferior to his own, but that it was better 
for him to get another country; because it was 
not impossible for Aeneas to become master of all 
Europe, and in that event he had hopes that their 
descendants would be rulers of both continents as 
long as their race endured. Accordingly, Aeneas 
adopted the suggestion of Hector, partly to please 
him, partly because he hoped to achieve greater 
things. So thanks to vigour and spirit the colony 
became an actuality and under the guidance of 
fortune's favourites was a power at once and in 
future times. Then Antenor, so they say, on ob-
serving Aeneas' preparations, likewise desired to 
get a kingdom in Europe. So another similar 
expedition was fitted out. The story adds that 
Helenus, complaining that he was getting less 
than Deiphobus, petitioned his father, obtained a 
fleet and army, and sailed to Greece as though it 
were waiting for him, and occupied all the territory 
from which the treaties did not exclude him. And 
so it happened that when Diomede in exile from 
Argos heard of Aeneas' expedition, he came to him, 
since peace and friendship existed between them, 
and asked his help, after relating the misfortunes 
that had befallen Agamemnon and himself. Aeneas 
welcomed him and his little fleet of ships and gave 
him a small part of his army, since he had brought 
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144 ·na<;, eTretSh Trauav guxe 'Thv xwpav. iJu'Tepov 
" >A " \ > I ' \ A I 

o€ 'TWV ·'""-XatWV 'TOV<; €"'lTEUOV'Ta<; V'lTO uwpt€WV, 
, ""' d , 'el , a7ropovv'Ta<; 07rOt 7pa7rwv'Tat ot au evetav, €£<; 

'Tnv , Aulav JA.Oe'iv ro<; 7raplt cp[A.ov<; T€ "al. EVU'lTOV-
OOV<; 'TOV<; am) IIpul.,uov 7€ "a£ ''E"'Topo<;, AeufJov 
7€ 1 ol"fjuat "aT a cptA.£av 7rapEV'TWV 2 "at aAAa 

o \ I 

ov .U'"Pa xwpta. 
"Oun<; o€ ,uh Treiee'Tat 'TOV'TO£<; V'TrO 'Tfj<; TraAata<; 

> I e > "\-,. " oOr;1J<;, €'lTtU'Tau w aovva'To<; wv a7ra""-a"f1JVat 
> I \ " \ .I, J ' " >-,. a7ra'T7J<; "at ota'Yvwvat 'TO 'f' evoo<; a7ro 'TOV UA7]-

145 Oov<;. TO 'YaP 7rtU'T€VEU0at 'TrOAVV xpovov V'TrO 
av8pw7rWV i}A.tOlwv ouoev EU'TtV luxvpov ouoe OT£ 
'Ta '[revUj JA.€x01J 7rapa 'Ta'i<; 7rpo7epov· e7re£ 'Tot 
7r€pl. aXA.wv 7r0AAOOV "al. Otacp€ponat Kat ravanla 

olov eUOv<; 7repl. 'TOV ITeputKOV 'lTOAE-
I,/.. f I le \ \ ,UOV, 0£ ,UEV 't'aCTtV VU'T€pav "fEVEU at 'T1JV 7r€pt 
vav,uaxlav 'Tfj<; ev ITA.a'Tata'i<; ,uax7J<;, 

oi Se 'TWV ep"fWV 'T€AEV'Ta'iov eivat 'TO Jv IIA.aTatak 
146 Kai'Tot "fE E"fpacf>"l 7rapaxpfi,ua TWV ep"fWV. ou 

\ ' -,.-,. \ \ J fJ I >-,.-,. \ ,/.. I 'Yap cuaucv ot 'lTOI\.AO£ 'TO aKpt f<;, a"""a 't'1J,U1J<; 
aKOVOVU£ fLOVOV, !Cat 'TaVTa oi "fEVO,U€VO£ Ka'Ta 'TOV 

1 ' ""' t' t' / 3 \ I "\. I XPOVOV EK€£VOV' Ot O€ o€V'T€p0t Kat 7pt'TO£ 'T€1\.€W<; 

a7r€Lp0t Ka), 0 'T£ &v et'lTrJ 'T£<; 7rapa0EXOV'Tat 
0 ' I \ .... I 4 \ "\ I J paotW<;' O'lTO'T€ 'TOV .:.,"tpt71]V ,U€V "OXOV ovo-

' I I I ,ua,ovut AaKeoac,uovtwv ,u1Jo€'lTW7ra'Te "fEVo,uevov, 
ro<; cp7]U£ 8ovKvOi01J<;, 'Ap,uootov Oe Ka£ , AptUT0-
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1 A'rrf3ov .,.. Geel: A.a.{3ov.,-a.s. 
2 7ra.p,,.,..,, Wilamowitz: 1ra.pev'TEs. 
s BeV-rEpot Reiske: {)dTepot. 
' lt<<pln]V Emperius: or 
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all the country under his sway. Later those 
Achaeans who had been driven out by the Dorians, 
not knowing in their weak condition which way to 
turn, made their way to Asia and to the descendants 
of Priam and Hector as to friends and allies, and then, 
with the friendly consent of these, founded Lesbos, 
whose inhabitants allowed them to do so through 
friendship, and other not inconsiderable places. 

If anyone does not accept this account under the 
influence of the old view, let him know that he is 
unable to get free of error and distinguish truth 
from falsehood. The fact that a thing has long 
been accepted by foolish people is not a weighty 
consideration nor the fact that the falsehoods were 
current among those of former times. You see, in 
regard to many other matters also men differ and 
hold contrary views. In regard to the Persian War, 
for instance, some hold that the naval engagement 
off Salamis 1 took place after the battle of Plataea, 
others that the affair at Plataea was the last of the 
events ; yet a record was made immediately after the 
events occurred. For most people have no accurate 
knowledge. They merely accept rumour, even when 
they are contemporary with the time in question, 
while the second and third generations are in total 
ignorance and readily swallow whatever anyone says; 
as, for example, when people speak of the Scirite 
company in the Lacedaemonian army, which, as 
Thucydides says, never existed,2 or when the Athe-

1 It is not known who, if any, held this view. The battle 
of Salamis was fought in 480 B.O.; battle of Plataea in 4 79 B.o. 

2 Thucydides 5. 67 and other historians speak of the Scirite 
company. But in l. 20 Thucydides denies the existence of 
the Pitana company which others had attributed to the 
Spartan army. The error is Dio's. 
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ryelrova 7rctvrwv fLctAtura 'AB'Y]vatot T£fl-WU£V, ro<; 
lA.euBepwuavTa<; Tt]V 7TOAtV Kat avEAOVTa<; TOV 

147 TVpavvov. Kat T£ Oet TavBpW7rEta AeryEtV, i)'lrOV 
Tov fLEV Oupavov 7re£Bovut Kat TOAfi-wut A.€"/etv 
ro<; hTfL'YJ()EVTa V7TO TOV Kpovov, TOV Kpovov oe 
u7ro Toil t:uor; ; Toil 'Yap 7rpwTov KaTaA.a(36vror;, 
WU7rep erwBev, 11T07rOV Tt, 11T07TOV TO 7r€tUBijvatl , 
en. 

BouAOfLat Oe Kat7rept 'Op]pov a7rOAO"f{;uauBat, 
ror; OVK OfLOAO"f€tV aunj) "frevOOfLEVrp. 
7rpwTov fLEv 7 ap 7roA.v 2 €A.arTw Ta "[revufLaTa 
€un TWV 7rEpt TOV<; Beovr;· f7T€£Ta wcpeA.etav Ttva 
eixe TOt<; TOTE rt EA.At]UW, ()7T(J)<; Bopvf3TJBwr:nv, 
€av "/EV'Y]Ta£ 7rOA€fLO<; avrot<; 7rpor; TOV<; €K Tfj<; 
'Au[a<;, WU7rep Kat 7rpoue0oKaTo. aVEfi-EU'YJTOV o€ 

" ' ' " , ' , A.. "' " "-"-TJVa OVTa TOV<; EaVTOV 7raVTa Tp07r0V (J)'t'€"-€£V, 
148 TOVTO oe TO UTpaT'IjryTjfJ,a 7rapa 7rOAAot<; €unv. 

€'Y6J ryovv avDpo<; M'ljilov Ae"fOVTO<; OTt 
ovDev OfLOAO"fOVUtV ot IUpuat TWV 7rapa TOt<; 
"EA.ATjUtV, aA.A.a tl.apetov fLEV cpautv €7rt 
Kat 'Ephptav 7refL'frat Tour; 7rept tl.anv Kat 
, ApTacpepVTJV, /CaKeivov<; €A.ovTa<; Ttt<; 7TOA€£<; acpt-
/Ceu8at 7rapa (3auLAEa. opfLOVVT(J)V Oe avrwv 
7rEpt Ev{3otav OAL"fa<; vavr; a7rOUK€0au8fjvat 
7rpo<; 'ATTt!CrJV, ou 7r AEiou<; TWV er/Cout, Kat 
ryeveu8at nva fl-aX'YJV TOt<; vavTat<; 7rpor; TOV<; 

149 avTo8ev e/C TOV T07TOV. fL€TCt o€ TaVTa 
f1rL (EA.AtiOa urrpaTEUuavTa AaJC€8atf.LOV£ovc; 
fLEV vucfjuat 7rEpt ®epfL07rVAa<; /Cat Tov (3autA.€a 
avTwv a'lrOKTe'ivat AewvLO'YJV, o€ TWV 'ABTjvaiwv 

1 /l.,.o,n5v ,., added by Cohoon. is found only in T. 
2 oil before deleted by Gee!. 
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nians give the highest honours to Harmodius and 
Aristogeiton,1 under the impression that they had 
freed the city and slain the tyrant. But why speak of 
human affairs when people maintain and dare to 
say that Uranus was mutilated by Cronus, and the 
latter by Zeus? 2 Just as soon as anyone has thought 
of an absurdity, as often happens, it is absurd to 
refuse to believe it. 

But I wish to offer a defence in behalf of Homer 
by saying that there is nothing wrong in accepting 
his fictions. First, they are much less serious than 
the falsehoods told about the gods. Second, there 
was some advantage in them for the Greeks of those 
days, since they saved them from being alarmed in 
case war, as was expected, arose between them and 
the people of Asia. We can pardon one who, being 
a Greek, used every means to aid his countrymen. 
This is a very common device. I heard, for instance, 
a Mede declare that the Persians concede none of 
the claims made by the Greeks, but maintain that 
Darius despatched Datis and Artaphernes against 
Naxos and Eretria, and that after capturing these 
cities they returned to the king; that, however, while 
they were lying at anchor off Euboea, a few of their 
ships were driven on to the Attic coast-not more 
than twenty-and their crews had some kind of an 
engagement with the inhabitants of that place; that, 
later on, Xerxes in his expedition against Greece 
conquered the Lacedaemonians at Thermopylae and 
slew their king Leonidas, then captured and razed 
the city of the Athenians and sold into slavery all 

1 They slew Hipparchus, but he was not tyrant of 
Athens. Hippias was the tyrant. See Thucydides l. 20. 

• The mutilation of Cronus by Zeus is a version found 
vrobably only here. 
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1"\ '"\ I 1 l,f, \ d \ I,/., 'ITO"-tv EI\-OVTa /CaTaU/Ca'l' a,, "a' ouot fo'YJ ote't'vryop 
avopa7To0tuau8a,. TavTa Se 
cpopovr; e7T£(JevTa Tot<; ''EXX'Y]utv eir; Thv 'Auiav 

J "8 " \ .. of, I ' ' a'ITEI\- E,V, OTt fo€V OVV 'I'EVO'YJ TaVTa EUTtV OV/C 
ilo'Y]Xov, 8n OE el!Co<; TOV f]au,xea ICEXevuat 
uTpaTevuat 2 Tol:r; llvro g8veutv ov" ciouvaTov, Tva 
foh 8opvf]routv. el oh !Cal "Op,'Y]pO<; E7Toiet TOVTO, 
uvryrytryvwa-/Cetv &gtov, 

150 "Iuror; &v ovv ef'ITO' Tt<; Ov!C op8ror; 
''EXX'Y]var; 1Ca8atpe'ir;. ciXX' ovoev guTtv gn 
TOtoVTOV, ovoe g(]'Tl Uor; 'ITOT€ E'ITtUTpaTeu-
(]'(J)VTat e'ITl Thv 'EXXaoa Trov €" Tflr; 'Auiar; 
nver;· 1] TE ryap 'EXXar; vrp' €-repot<; EuTlv 1] T€ 
'A I ' ., 8' ' ., I "I: ' u,a, TO oe a"-'YJ er; OV/C o"''ryov a 5tov. 1rpor; 
o€ TouTo,r;, el fioetv on 'ITeiuro TavTa Xeryrov, furor; 
&v ef]ovXeva-ap,'Y]V P-h 3 el'ITe'iv. 8p,ror; OE 
!Cal ovuxepeuTepa ovetO'YJ cp'Y]p,! TWV 
'A, "' ' ' ' ' ,, " 1"\ , 151 a't'e"-etv. TO p,ev ryap fo'YJ e"'etv Ttva 'ITOI\-tV ovoev 
)/ \4 I J \ I 
aTO'ITOV, OVO€ rye TO UTpaT€VU"aVTa<; €7T' xropav 
fo'YJOEV avTOt<; g'IT€tTa 'ITO,'Y]-
a-ap,evovr; a'ITeX8e'iv, ovoe rye /ivopa arya8ov llvTa 

\ "'" \ t \ J \ (' I "'\. 1"\ , T'YJV 'I' VX'YJV v1ro avopor; op,o,ov T€1\-EVT'Y]Uat p,axo-
p,evov, ovo€ TOVTO lJvetOor;· ciXXa !Cal a7ToOeEatTO 
, • 8 I " " 5 'A Tt<; p,e"';--rov ':,.n;,o VlJUICEtv, rou'ITep o rye X'X-

"'evr; 7rE7rO''YJTat 1\A:"f(J)V, 
" , "', "E .. • 8 l , ror; fo, O't'€"- ICT(J)p ICTE,Vat, O<; €V aoe Tt:Tpacp 

aptUTO<;, 

1 Emperius : 
2 The sentence is corrupt, but the general meaning re-

quired by the argument is clear. The translation a.ttemptl! 
to indicate this. 

8 added by Emperius. But the corruption may go 
deeper. 
s6o 
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who did not escape; and that after these successes 
he laid tribute upon the Greeks and withdrew to 
Asia. Now it is quite clear that this is a false 
account, but, since it was the natural thing to do, 
it is quite possible that the king ordered this story 
to be spread among the inland tribes in order to 
keep them quiet. So if Homer used this same 
device we ought to forgive him. 

Perhaps, however, some uninformed person may 
say," It is not right for you to disparage the Greeks 
in this way." Well, the situation has changed and 
there is no longer any fear of an Asiatic people ever 
marching against Greece. For Greece is subject to 
others and so is Asia. Besides, the truth is worth a 
great deal. And in addition to all this, had I known 
that my words would carry conviction, perhaps I 
should have decided not to speak at all. But never-
theless I maintain that I have freed the Greeks from 
reproaches greater and more distressing. That a man 
should fail in the capture of a city is nothing unusual, 
nor is it, either, to have made a campaign against a 
country which was no concern of theirs and then to 
have rei;reated after making peace; and for a man of 
noble spirit to fall in battle by the hand of a worthy 
foe, that too is no reproach. Nay, a man who is on 
the point of death might well meet it as Achilles is 
represented to have done when he said, 

"Would that Hector, the most brave 
Of warriors reared upon the Trojan soil, 
Had slain me." 1 

1 Iliad 21. 279. 

' "'• TO Emperius: '"'"'•To. 
• 11 ')E Emperius: "'aP or 'Y•· 
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152 Tov Se ilptuTov lJna Twv 'E">..">..?}vli>v v'IT'o Tov 
cf>au">..oulTOV TWV '11'0">..ep£oov a7To8ave'iv Tip lJvn 
pt:ya opo£6><; De TOV JIOVV lxetv oo-
ICOVVTa Kal uli>cf>poveuTaTov etvat Twv 'E">..">..?}vli>v 
7TPWTOJI pev Tcl 7Tpo{3aTa Kal TOV<; {3ovr; a'!1'oucf>aT-
T€tV, f)ou">..opevov a7TOICT€tVat TOV<; {)aut">..ea<;, fJuTe-
pov oe ahov ave">..e'iv l57T">..Ii>V W€1C€V atuxtuTov.l 

153 7rp0<; oe TOVTO£<; • AuTvavaKTa pev avOpO<; arya8ov 
7Ta'ioa o{)Tii><; ropw<; ave">..e'iv pttavTa<; a7TO TOV 
Tetxou<;, Kal TavTa ICOtvfi 2 Tip UTpaT07TEO'f' 
Kal Toir; f)autXeuut• Se 1rap8evov , "', , , , "' , , "' e a7rOU'I'aTT€£JI €7r£ Ta'l'rp /Cat TOtaUTa<; xetU at 
xoct<; Tip Tfi'> 8ea<; uiei· Kauuavopav o€, 7Tavaryfi 8 

Kop1Jv, Upetav Toii 'A7ro">..">..1i>vor;, €v Tip Tepevet 
cf>Oapfivat Tfi<; A81}va<;, EXOJI-EV1JV TOV arya">..paTO<;, 
Kal ToiiTo p1Joeva Twv cf>avXIi>v p1Joe Twv 
' t:' .......... " .. ' " , ' IT' 154 ava,.;£1i>V, ou1rep 1JV ev TOt<; aptuTotr;· ptapov 

oe TOV f)aut">..ea Tfi<; 'Aula<; €v euxaTrp ICaTa-
Tpli>(JevTa 7rapct TOV TOV {3oopov, acf>' oil TO 
ryevo<; i}v, E7T 7 avTip ucf>aryfivat, Kal Jl-'YJOe TOVTO 
elpryau8at Jl-'YJOEva TWV acf>avwv, a">..">..ct TOV TOV 
'Axt">..">..eli><; viov, Kat TaiiTa €una8evTa v1ro Toii 
'IT'aTpO<; ahov ICal uoo&evTa V'/1'0 EICdvou 'IT'poTepov· 
'EKa{11JV o€, OVUT'TJVOV TOUOVTii>V Jl-'YJTEpa 'IT'aiOii>V, 
'Oouuue'i oo&fivat E7rl {){3pet, V7r0 T€ TOV Jl-E"/E8ou<; 
TWV ICatcwv 7TaVU rye">..o£6><; ICVVa ryeveu&at• TOll oe 

1 a.fux•u-rov Wila.mowitz: a.fux•u-rovllv, a.1ux&uTa, or a1ux&u'Ta 
av. 
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But for the bravest of the Greeks to be slain by the 
most contemptible man among the enemy, that 
indeed is a great reproach; and likewise for one who 
was reputed to be a man of intelligence and the 
most temperate of the Greeks to begin by slaughter-
ing the sheep and oxen when he meant to slay the 
kings and then to despatch himself, all for the sake of a 
scit of armour, is most shameful. Furthermore, when 
Astyanax, the son of a noble warrior, is so brutally 
slain by being hurled from the city walls, and indeed 
by the united decision of army and kings; when the 
maiden Polyxena is sacrificed at the tomb and such 
libations are made to the son of a goddess ; when 
Cassandra, a consecrated maiden and priestess of 
Apollo, is outraged in the sanctuary of Athena while 
clinging to the goddess' statue, and this is done, not 
by some obscure or worthless man, but by one of the 
most prominent leaders ; when Priam, the king of 
Asia, in extreme old age is wounded beside the 
altar of Zeus, from whom he was descended, and is 
slaughtered upon it, and no obscure man perpetrates 
this deed either, but the very son of Achilles, in spite 
of the fact that Achilles, his father, had entertained 
Priam and spared his life on a former occasion ; 1 

when Hecuba, the sorrow-stricken mother of so many 
children, is given to Odysseus to her shame and 
under the weight of her miseries is changed to a 
dog s_an utterly ridiculous idea; and when the lord 

1 Iliad 24. 468 f. 
1 See Ovid, M etamorphoaea 13. 569 f. 

1 Emperius : 
8 Emperius : Tava'l"1) or rav<u7rpe7r7j, 
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{3arnX€a n;',v 'EXX'Tjvwv iepav teopYJv Tov t 
'A7ro'AA.rovo<;, ovoet<; ETO'A.p.TJII€ ryT]p.at Ota TdV 
e , ' \ ' ' (} "(} ""' !: (} eov, avTov aryaryerr at ryvvattea, o ev eoo5e Te VYJ-
teevat otteaiw<;· Trorrrp tepeiTTw TavTa ryevop,eva 
7"0,<; "EX'AYJII£V Tpoiav aXwvat; 

1 'TOU Rhodoma.nn: ... b nv or 6 ... b 'TO V. 
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of the Greeks takes as his bride that holy virgin of 
Apollo, whom no one had dared to marry for fear of 
the god-an act for which he is held to have met a 
deserved fate-how much better for the Greeks 
never to have committed these excesses than to 
have captured Troy i 



INDEX 
AOHAEANS (In Homer means Greeks), 

built horse at Troy, 540.123; sailed 
from Troy when stormy season had 
set in, 544.130 

Achilles, educated by Phoenix, 58.15; 
admired by Alexander, 70.32; 
Polyxena sacrificed at his tomb, 
260.18; slain by Hector, 518.96, 
526.106, 530.111 

Acrocorinthus, citadel of Corinth; 
252.3 

Acropolis (of Athens), 7 4.36, 252.4 
Actaeon, slain by mad dogs, 420.5 
Adriatic sea, 552.138 
Aeacides, descendant of Aeacus such 

as Peleus his son or Achilles his 
grandson, 82.50 

Aegisthus, slew Agamemnon and made 
king by Argives, 546.132 

Aeneas, sent by Hector, occupied 
Italy, 550.137; founded Rome, 
552.138 

Aeschines, companion of Socrates, 
376.1 

Aethra, her figure shown in memorial 
at Olympia, 480.45; slave in 
Sparta, 492.59 

Africa or Libya, greater part ruled by 
Persian king, 120.37 ; inhabited 
by a savage animal, 238.5 

Agamemnon, given first place by 
Homer, 92.66; sailed to Chersonese, 
leaving many prisoners at Troy, 
530.112; gave oath that Achaeans 
would never invade Asia as long as 
family of Priam was on throne, 
538.122 

Ajax, son of Telamon. Story of his 
combat with Hector false, 508.83; 
slain by Hector, 534.116 

Ajaxes, the two, son of Telamon and 
son of O!leus, brought body of 
Achilles back to ships, 618.97 

Alcinotis, ruler of Phaeaclans who 
entertained Odysseus, 7 4.3 7 ; 
472.34 

Alexander the Great, heard !lute-
player Timotheus, 2.1; talked with 
Philip his father about Homer, 
50.1; won battle of Chaeronea, 
50.2; educated by Aristotle, 58·15; 
left Pindar's house standing when 
he eacked Thebes, 70.33; had con-
versation with Diogenes, 168.1 ff.; 
knew Iliad by heart and much of 
Odyssey, 186.39 

Alexander, also called Paris. See 
Paris 

Alexander the Philhellene, ancestor of 
Alexander the Great, 70.33 

Alpheus, chief river of Peloponnese, 
28.52 

Amazon, slain by N eoptolemus, 
534.117; (IDppolyte), seduced by 
Heracles, 394.32; (Penthesilea), 
fought with Achilles, 4 70.31; 
Amazons, made expedition, 470.31; 
one married by Theseus, 480.4 7; 
came from Pontus to help Trojans, 
532.114 

Ammon (Amun), Egyptian deity. 
Said by Olympias to be father of 
Alexander the Great,l76.19 

Amp hi on, founded Tbebes, 452.9 
Amphipolis, town in Macedonia, 62.19 
Amyntor, father of Phoenix, 58.15 
Anacreon, short poem of, quoted in 

90.62 
An tenor, became ruler of lieDeti, 

552.138, 554.142 
Antilochus, son of S" estor. ills bones 

brought home from Troy by his 
father. 524.103; slain defending his 
father; 534.117 

Antinolis, one of Penelope's suitors; 
332.83 
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Antisthenes, companion of Socrates, 
admired by Diogenes, 376.lf. 

Apollo, called Tyrant of Sicyon an 
oppressor, 122.41 

Apollodorus, became Tyrant of 
Cassandreia circa 279 B.O.; 98.76 

Arabs, in armies of Xerxes and Darius, 
188.45 

Archelails, ancestor of Alexander the 
Great (Euripides' play Archelaus 
acted at court of Macedonian king), 
200.71 f. 

Archilochus, Parian poet, 52.4 
Argo, ship of fifty oars bnilt by Argus 

for Jason, 222.118 
Argos, ruled by Heracles, 30.59 
Aristippus, companion of Socrates, 

376.1 
Aristogeiton, honoured by Athens, 

556.146 
Aristotle, taught Alexander the Great, 

58.15; allowed to rebnild his 
native Stagira, 100.79 

Arta.phemes, Persian general; was 
not defeated at Marathon, say the 
Persians, 558.148 

Artemis, protectress of child-bed, 
364.135 

Asia, excepting some parts of India., 
ruled by Persian king, 120.36 

Asteropaeus, wounded Achilles, 518.95 
Athena, her name given to a musical 

strain, 2.1 
Athens, its circumference nearly 

twenty-three miles, 252.4 
Athos, 118.31 
Atridae, related to Trojans through 

Pelops, 538.120 
Attica, described, 250.2; once suffered 

famine, 282.61 

Bactra, capital of Bactria, 250.1 
Batieia(raspberry-hill), 434.23; 462.22 
Borysthenes, 404.5 
Buairis, slain by Heracles, 394.32 

Cadmea, citadel of Thebes. In-
habited again after destruction of 
city, 354.121 

Chersonese, tilled by Achaeans, 506.78 
Chryses, 474.37 
Chrysippus, son of Pelops. When 

dishonoured by La!us committed 
snicide ; 436.24 

56s 

Cinyras, 392.27 
Cleisthenes, 480.47 
Corinth, at cross-roads of Greece, 378.5 
Craneion, 378.4 
Croesns, King of Lydia, 436.26 
Cronus, mutilated Uranus, 558.147 
Cypselus, Tyrant of Corinth, 4 78.45 
Cyrus the Elder, entered Babylon by 

river, 192.53 
Cyrus the Younger, 376.1 

Darius, invaded Greece, 188.45; not 
defeated by Greeks, 558.148 

Darius (Codomannus), 250.1 
Datis, Persian general; not defeated 

at Marathon, 558.148 
De!oces, Jived to old age, 100.77 
Derphobus, married Helen after death 

of Paris, 496.66, 540.123 
Delphi, has inscription "Know thy· 

self," 434.22 
Demosthenes, 62.18 
Diogenes, met Alexander the Great, 

168.1; 250.1, 376.1; 402.1 11.; 418.1 ff. 
Diomede the Thraolan, slain by 

Heracles, 394.31 
Diomede, son of Tydeus, exiled, 

548.133, 554.143 
Dioscuri, 4 78.45 
Dium, 50.2 
Dorians, 556.144 
Dreams, book by a certain Horns, 

544.129 
Dromon, shopkeeper in Athens, 212.98 

Ecbatana, capita.! of Media; 192.51 
Egypt, climate like that of Elys!an 

fields, 550.136 
Egyptians, have no poetry, 476.42 
Eileithyiae, goddesses of childbirth, 

364.135 
Elysian fields, 550.136 
Epirus, ruled by Helenus, 550.137 f. 
Eretria, captured by Persians, 558.148 
Eucleides of Megara, companion of 

Socrates, 376.1 
Euripides, 76.42; 330.82 
Eurystheus, was not king, 32.59 
Eurytus of Oechalia, dying gave hla 

bow to Iphitus, who gave it to 
Odyssens, 334.86 

Geryones or Geryon, slain by Heracles, 
394.31 
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Ha.Jys, river of Lydia, 436.26 
Harmodius, 556.146 
Hecate, 208,90 
Hector, story of combat with Ajax 

fa.Jse, 508.83; slew Achilles, 518.96, 
524.104, 530.111; slew Ajax, 
534.116; 538.122 11.; king of Troy, 
540.124 

Hecuba, changed to dog, 562.154 
Helen, defamed by Stesichorus, 58.13, 

476.40; sister of Aphrodite,454.13; 
married Paris lawfully, 486.53, 
502.73; plotted against by Orestes, 
disappeared, 550.136 

Helenus, became king of Molosslans 
and of Epirus, 550.137 

Heracles, king of the world, 30.59, 
44.84 f.; his choice, 34.66 f.; his 
exploits, 394.31; sacked Troy, 
488.56 f.; slew Priam's father, 
490.57 

Heraclidae, came to Peloponnese with 
Dorians, 548.133 

Heraea, city on A.lpheus In south-west 
Arcadia, 28.52 

Hermes, 34.65 
Heslod, 54.8 f.; defeated Homer, 

56.11; 350.116; his Catalogue of Fair 
Women, 58.14 

IDppias of Elis, 114.26 
Hollows of Euboea, very dangerous to 

ships, 290.7 
Homer, preferred to a.ll other poets by 

Alexander the Great, 52.6, 70.32, 
186.39; defeated by Hesiod, 
56.11; his birthplace, 354.119; 
shown a fa.Jsifier by Dio, 452.11 f.; 
said to have gone begging, 456.15; 
nnintelligent, 4 70.33 ; opposed by 
Egyptians on one point, 504.76; 
distorted facts about truce, 538.122 

Horns, unknown Egyptian author, 
544.129 

Icarius, father of Penelope, 344.86 
learns, 224.120 
Idanthyrsus, 100.77 
India, hounds imported from there, 

160.130 
Io, came to Egypt as betrothed bride, 

480.48 
Italy, occupied by Aeneas, 550.137 f. 
Ixion, parent of centaurs, 228.130 

Kouretes, demi-gods who are repre-

sented as dancing and who guarded 
the infant Zeus; 88.61 

Laconian dogs, few buyers of them, 
382.11 

Latus, lover of Chrysippus, 436.24 
Laomedon, gave his daughter Heslone 

to Telamon, 484.50, did not give 
Heracles promised horses, 488.56 

Lechaeum, harbour of Corinth, 252.3 
Leonidas, 558.149 
Lesbos, founded by Achaeans, 556.144 
Leucon, 100.77 
Lycnrgus, lawgiver of Spartans, may 

have got idea of common mess from 
Homer, 78.44 

Macedonia, governed by Persian ldng, 
120.37 

Mardonius, his sword, 72.36 
Marsyas, 2.3 
Menelaus, Phrygian from Mt. Sipylus, 

484.50; did not get Helen as wife, 
492.61, 498.68; came to Egypt., 
474.38, 548.135, 550.136 

Minos, most righteous man in world, 
186.40 

Mother of the gods, Cybele, 28.54 
Myrine, Amazon whose tomb wu 

ontside Scaean gate of Troy, 
434.23, 462.22 

Nineveh, omamented ·by 
pa.Jlus, 72.35 

Nisaean plains, horses imported from 
them, 160.130 

Odysseus, objects to paying Tmjam 
reparations, 536.120 

Olympia, has memorial of abdnction 
ofAethra, 478.45 

Olympias, said the god Ammo-• ......,. 
father of Alexander the Great., 
176.19, 180.27 

Olympic festival, the new, 50.2 
Olympieum, temple at Athens, COI!t 

more than 10,000 ta.Jents, 74.36 
Olympus eat musician, 2.3 
Onuphis, · ; 474.37 
Orestes,p Helen,550.136 

Paris (Alexander), had Helen as lawful 
wife, 486.53, 492.61, 494.65, 502.73; 
did not slay Achilles, 526.105 

Parthenians, 370.147 
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distrusted by Achilles, 

not entered with south wind, 

driven from Peloponnese, 

once suffered famine, 

Persians, said to have golden head-
gear and bridles for horses, 82.51; 
call elder Darius shopkeeper 
214.98; do not admit defeat at 
Marathon, 558.148 

Philip (of Macedon), talked with his 
son Alexander about poetry, 50.1 ff.; 
esteemed Aristotle highly, 100.79 

Philoctetes, slew Paris, 534.117 
Phoenix, taught Achilles, 62.19 
Pindar, preferred by Alexander to 

Sappho or Anacreon, 66.28; his 
house spared by Alexander, 70.33 

Plato, notes that Homer never repre-
sents heroes as eating fish, 80.47 

Pontic honey, bitter to taste, 404.6 
Priam, promised Aeneas share of 

royal power, 552.140; slaughtered 
upon altar of Zeus, 562.154 

Prometheus, was being destroyed by 
opinion, not by an eagle, 

Rhea, 364.135 

of Persians, described, 

battle there after Plataea, 

shopkeeper at Athens, 

Sardanapallus (Assur-danin-pal ?) 
quoted, 230.135 ' 

Scamandrius (Astyanax), son of 
Hector. Succeeded his father as 
king of Troy, 540.124 

Scirite company in Lacedaemonian 
army, did not exist, 556.146 

birthplace of Diogenes, 250.1, 

Socrates, 114.26; his opinion of Per-
sian king, 118.32 

Sparta, suffered an earthquake, 282 61 
Sphinx, prompted Oedipus to 

'man.' 440.30 

Stagira, rebuilt by Alexander, 100.79 
Stesichorus, blinded for defaming 

Helen, 58.13, 476.40; his Capture oj 
Troy, 70.33 

Syrtis (the Greater), very dangerous 
to ships, 238.6 fl'. 

Thebe or Thebes, captured by 
Achilles, 68.30 

Thebes (in Boeotia), Sown men of 
Thebes, had spear mark on body, 
178.23; sacked by Alexander but 
Pindar's house left standing, 70.33 

Thermodon, flowed through land of 
Amazous, 480.47 

Theseus, carried off Helen, 4 78.44 
Thessaly, its horses inferior to those 

from Nlsaean plain, 160.130; ruled 
by Helenus, 550.137 

Th{;gj foverned by the Persian king, 

wrongly quoted in 

played before Alexander, 

Trojans, addressed by Dio in 448.4; 
could have been induced to sur-
render Helen, 496.67; not responsi .. 
ble for war, 498.67 

Troy, stories about it in Egyptian 
records, 474.38; ravaged by Her-
acles, 488.57; not captured by 
Greeks, 540.123 

Tyndaretis, born at Sparta, 487.43 • 
interviewed by Paris, 482.49 ' 

Typhon, monster of primitive world 
destructive hurricane or 
breathing monster: 34.67 

Tyrtaeus, Spartan poet, not as good 
as Alexander, 68.29 

Xenophon, in exile on account of 
campaign with Oyrus, 376.1 

Xerxes, made of sea a dry land by 
bridging Hellespont, 116.31 

Zetes, an athlete, 390.27 
Zeus, source of kings' power, 24.45; 

why he punished Prometbeus 
262.25; progenitor of Priam' 
482.50; Zeus-dialect, used by 
Homer, 462.23 

Printed in Gm# Britain by Richard Clay (The Chaucer Press), Ltd., 
}3ungay, Suffollc 


