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PREFACE 

THE present volume contains all the orations of 
Libanius that bear directly on the career of Julian, 
with the exception of the fragmentary Oratiem 60 
(The Memody em the Temple at Daphne). A volume of 
orations of the post-J ulianic period and one of 
selected letters will complete the whole. 

The reduction of the massive corpus of the works 
of Libanius into the confines of a three volume 
selection necessarily involves a choice that may 
appear invidious. It has, for instance, proved 
impossible to include any of those declamations for 
which Libanius was renowned in his lifetime and 
among the Byzantines generally, or of the Hypo
theses of the orations of Demosthenes, upon which 
his fame rested until fairly recent years. Considera
tions of space also preclude the insertion of two 
highly individual compositions, Oratiems 11 and 1 
(The Antiochikos and the Autobiography), but English 
translations of these are readily available (if. 
Bibliography). The criterion of selection has been 
the relevance of these compositions to the under
standing of the life and society of his age and of the 
development of his career and personality. On both 
counts the orations on Julian are of the highest 
importance, 

The text is based on Foerster's magisterial work 
vii 
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on the manuscripts described in his Teubner Edition, 
but since several of the standard works of reference, 
those of Sievers and Seeck, for instance, antedate 
Foerster's work, it has been necessary to supplement 
his paging and sections by reference, in the Orations, 
to the pagination of Reiske's edition and, for the 
Letters, to the enumeration of Wolf, to enable the 
reader to pick a way through the rather cumbersome 
combination of reference characteristic of more re
cent works on Libanius. 

In the typing of thiS volume my thanks are due to 
Mrs. K. W. Peacock for her ready and invaluable 
assistance. 

A.F.N. 



INTRODUCTION 

ON July 18th A.D. 862 Julian arrived in Antioch for 
his final preparations for the Persian campaign, to be 
greeted with a mixture of emotions by the inhabitants 
and an air of expectant unease. 

Julian was bom in A.D. 331, son of Constantine's 
half-brother; his mother died at his birth and his 
father in the murders following Constantine's death 
in A.D. SS7, which only he and his elder brother 
Gallus escaped. Responsibility for the massacre he 
always laid firmly at the door of his cousin Con
stantius II. As princes of the blood and therefore 
objects of suspicion, the two boys owed their preser
vation to the Christian church and, in particular, to 
the Arian bishop, Eusebius. After his death, in A.D. 

341/2,a they were relegated to a quasi-exile on the 
imperial estate of Macellum in Cappadocia, and there 
Julian languished for six years. The early literary 

Il -Beeck's dating of the Macellum period to A.D. 345/51 
(Untergang, iv, pp. 205 if.) accepted by Festugiere (Antioche, 
p. 64) is disproved by Lib. Or. 18. 13 fr.-the account of 
Julian's relations with Libanius in Nicomedeia. Libanius 
was there in the period A.D. 344/9. and the only time, on 
Seeck's view. for this acquaintance to be made is therefore 
A.D. 344/5. But at the age of 13/14, Julian had not yet 
reached the age for l'hetor training, and the term r.p&t1TJ~os 
is inapplicable. Bidez (Vie, pp. 38 f., 55) and Baynes 
(J.H.S. 45, 1925, pp. 951 fr.) adopt the dating 8~/7 for 
Macellum, and this allows Julian to be in Nicomedeia at 
the end of Libanius' term. and at an age when attendance 
at a rhetor was normal. 
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education, begun in Constantinople under his 
pedagogue Mardonius, was here consolidated and 
amplified by due instruction in Christian practice 
and doctrine, so that Julian, enthusiastic and vision
ary, could at this time aspire to the priesthood. The 
Arian George of Cappadocia furthered his studies by 
the loan of items from his library, including works of 
pagan, and particularly of neo-Platonist, philosophy, 
so giving Julian his first insight into an entirely new 
world of experience and exciting his eager curiosity. 

The sojourn at Macellum ended after Gallus was 
summoned to court in A.D. 347. Julian returned to 
Constantinople where he attended Nicoc1es' school, 
but for all his discreet deportment he could not fail 
to attract attention. He was once again packed off 
to Nicomedeia under his teacher and watch-dog, 
Hecebolius-contact with Libanius, the Sophist 
there, being forbidden him. 

In A.D. 351 his position was suddenly changed, with 
the elevation of Gallus to the rank of Caesar, and for 
the first time he could pursue his interests without 
interference. The illicit readings of neo-Platonism 
now bore fruit, and he betook himself first to Per
gamum, and thence to Maximus of Ephesus for 
instruction and conversion. His attachment to the 
doctrines and practice of the neo-Platonist thauma
turges was immediate and final.a Henceforth 
Maximus was his mentor, the forbidden rituals of 
initiation, purification and divination of a militant 
paganism were his inspiration. He succeeded in 
keeping his apostasy secret, but he was inevitably 
involved in the disgrace and fall of his brother 

G Related by Eunapius, V.S. 473 fr., dated by his own 
reference to A.D. 351, E.L.F. No. 111. 
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Gallus (for which cf. Amm. Marc. Bk. 14). Some idea 
of the prolonged strain under which he laboured can 
be gathered from the bitter narrative ofhis Letter to the 
Athenians. In ,autumn A.D. 354, he was summoned to 
court at Milan, the target for the innuendo and malice 
of the ruling clique among the courtiers, and there 
he cooled his heels for some time, never entirely free 
from danger and denied access to his cousin until the 
Empress Eusebia unexpectedly took up his cause. In 
consequence Constantius' suspicions were allayed, 
and early in A.D. 355, to his great delight, Julian was 
sent to Athens to further his studies. Here his 
association with the neo~Platonist Priscus served to 
confirm the work begun by Maximus in Ephesus, and 
that with Basil and Gregory was to result in the 
uncharitable exaggeration of Gregory's Invectives,a 
which became the stock portrayal of the Apostate 
in the orthodox Church historians. 

His period in Athens was short: by autumn he was 
recalled to court. The crisis in the West following 
usurpations and barbarian inroads had finally con
vinced Constantius that an imperial presence was re
quired there. Despite his suspicions and hesitations, 
he elevated Julian to the rank of Caesar, as he had 
done Gallus before him, invested him before the 
army, b married him off to another of his sisters, 
Helena, and arranged for him to be the figurehead 
of the government of Gaul. In mid-winter A.D. 355 
Julian entered his province at the head of a force of 
860 troops, twenty-four years old, a tiro in arms, to 
show the imperial presence in Gaul or-as his friends 
suspected-to find his death. 

ii Greg. Naz. Or. 5. ~31 oj. Soer. H.E. S. ~S. 
b Of, Amm. Marc. 15. S. 

xi 
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The usual precautions were taken to keep Julian 
from displaying any initiative in his new office. 
Although he received the honour of the consulship, 
the control of affairs lay with the officials nominated 
by Constantius, and his every action was under the 
scrutiny of the ubiquitous agents of the secret 
service. He did, however, discover a loyal and 
capable subordinate in Salustius, and although in a 
subordinate capacity he took part in the campaign 
of A.n. 356.a 

By the composition of the Panegyrics upon Con
stantius and upon the Empress (Or. 1and 3), he made 
an open profession of his loyal acceptance of his posi
tion in winter A.D. 356-7, and the tactful replies of 
his friends acknowledging his presentation copies 
served to confirm this attitude under the scrutiny of 
the secret service (e.g., Libaniusto Paul "the Chain," 
Ep. 370). In the same winter, independent military 
action was forced upon him by the Germans, who 
kept him under siege in his own headquarters, 
ignored by his local commander, Marcellus. In 
consequence, Julian's prestige was enhanced by his 
successful resistance and the uncooperative Marcellus 
replaced. His independence in the direction of the 
affairs of Gaul became firmly established in A.D. 357 
by reason of the incompetence of Constantius' 
generalissimo, Barbatio. Julian had been instructed 
to act in concert with him, but Barbatio, taking 
independent action in Upper Germany, was soundly 
thrashed and retired, leaving Julian isolated to bear 
the full brunt of the German invasion. At Strasburg 
Julian gained his first major success over the Ger
mans, captured their leader whom he sent to Con-

a Amm. Marc. 16. 1-3; Lib. Or. 18.43 if. 



INTRODUCTION 


stantius, invaded Germany proper and forced the 
minor chieftains to come to terms, before returning 
to Gaul. 

This eager and successful assumption of the 
responsibilities of his position marks the point that 
sets him upon a collision course with the suspicious 
and vacillating Constantius. Although he continued 
to show due deference to his Augustus, Julian knew 
from recent history that to retreat from his new 
position of power would be fraught with danger to 
himself and disastrous to his provinces. In fact, for 
the consolidation and reconstruction' of Gaul fresh 
campaigns in Germany were· necessary, together 
with the resumption of the British corn trade with 
the Rhine. Thus in A.D. 358 a campaign in Lower 
Germany resulted in the submission of more German 
chieftains and the controlled return of their Gallic 
prisoners, a course of events to be repeated in A.D. 

359. 
The survival of Gaul was thus assured, but with it 

came the resurgence of Gallic nationalism that had 
been so potent in the preceding century. An absent 
Augustus afforded the provinces and armies little 
effective direction or protection. A Caesar in their 
midst had proved that they could withstand external 
pressures, and the successes of the last three years 
had concentrated upon him the enthusiasm and 
loyaltie~ of both provincials and the army. Such 
unanimity could not fail to be reported by COl1
stantius' agents, and provided the seeds of discord. 
This situation had, indeed, been foreseen by Julian: 
in the winter of A.D. 358/9, a second affirmation of 
loyalty came from his pen, the second Panegyric 
on Constantius (Or. 2), but its effect was almost 

xiii 
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immediately lost by the feud that broke out between 
Julian and his praetorian prefect Florentius over 
corruption in the civil administration. Florentius, 
piqued at Julian's refusal to support his oppressions, 
reported to court that the quaestor Salustius was 
exercising an improper influence over his Caesar, and 
so secured his recall. This was a slight from his 
superior that Julian could not fail to resent. His 
friend's departure was speeded with his Or. 8 (Con
solatory Address em Salust's Departure). 

The break came in A.D. 360. Constantius, after 
serious reverses in the Persian war, had to re-establish 
the Eastern armies, and after Julian's pacification of 
Gaul and elimination of the German problem, the 
only obvious reservoir of man-power was in the 
armies of Gaul. Reasonable though this assessment 
might be, the demands for reinforcement, both in 
their content and in the manner of their trans
mission, served to precipitate the final crisis. The 
pick of Julian's troops were to be withdrawn for 
Eastern service, regardless of the restrictions in the 
articles of service of many of them: the orders were 
handed direct to Julian's subordinates without 
reference to him. In addition, Constantius' agent 
was stupid enough to insist that the drafts should 
concentrate on Paris, the site of Julian's head
quarters, despite his protests about the size of drafts 
and the unsuitability of rendezvous. The aggrieved 
soldiery were duly concentrated with orders to 
march, and the inevitable mutiny occurred. Once 
again a provincial army took matters into its own 
hands and proclaimed Julian Augustus willy-nilly. 
Even so, Julian was unready to take up arms yet to 
support his claim to his new position, and, in the 

xiv 
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usual way of such usurpations, a protracted series 
of negotiations took place throughout the whole of 
A.D. 360: caught between his angry troops and the 
demands of Constantius, he could not give way, even 
if he now wanted to do so. 

In fact, he did not: recent history showed only too 
clearly the fate reserved for unsuccessful usurpers, 
and in the face of Constantius' demand for complete 
submission, his only course was to go on. At this 
time, the last tenuous tie with his cousin was broken 
with the death of Helena. Whatever his feelings 
towards her, it is a fact that after her death he never 
touched another woman, and he increasingly com
ported himself with an ascetic paganism, consulting 
his gods for indications of their will. In his state of 
nervous exaltation and his rigorously frugal regimen, 
such indications were not slow in coming. Already 
at Paris he had been visited by the Genius Populi 
Romani: now at Vienne, on the occasion of his 
quinquennalia, he was reassured by another vision 
that announced the imminent death of Constantius. 
With such, and other, tokens of divine support he at 
last felt himself ready to move against Constantius
but even so, the time for dissembling was not yet 
done. He found it politic to attend church in this 
very orthodox community. 

The spring of A.D. 361 saw him in action at last, and 
again Constantius made the move that gave him 
the initiative by entering into communication with 
Julian's old enemy, the German Vadomarius, and 
engaging him to invade Rhaetia; Julian's punitive 
expedition against the Alemanni set him well on his 
way to the East. Instead of delivering his main 
thrust in the direction usua]]y taken by usurpers from 

xv 
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Gaul and advancing into northern Italy, he was now 
half-way to the capital of the Danubian provinces, 
and this position was consolidated by his surprise 
advance and journey down-river. A sudden descent 
captured Sirmium, and Julian moved on to Naissus, 
the birthplace of his grandfather, there to guard the 
pass of Succi. 

Here he had need to regroup, and since he had 
by-passed large concentrations of Constantius' 
supporters, to bring some form of decent adminis
tration into his newly acquired provinces. Most 
notable is the string of manifestos dispatched to the 
various communities, Greek and Roman, in justifica
tion of his rebellion. The surviving example is the 
Letter to the Athenians, but Corinth, Rome, Sparta 
and others received copies of this polemic also, and 
it forms the basic material for Libanius' account of 
Julian's career in Or. 18. As a further gesture to the 
intelligentsia and nobility of Rome proper, where 
his letter received an unfavourable reception, the 
rhetor Mamertinus was nominated consul for A.D. 362 
(hence the Gratiarum Actio), the senator Maximus 
appointed prefect of Rome "to oblige Vulcatius 
Rufinus," and Symmachus treated with an uncom
mon deference. In the event, the campaign of propa
ganda proved unnecessary: Constantius died in 
Cilicia early in November while marching to engage 
him. This was the crowning mercy that confirmed 
him as sole Augustus without recourse to family feud 
or bloodshed, and after his earlier expressions of 
bitterness against Constantius, an emotional reaction 
set in with this revelation of divine protection. He 
proclaims to his friends his unwillingness to have 
resorted to force (E.L.F. No. 26 ; 28), and renders 
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thanks to the gods of his salvation without fear or 
dissimulation (E.L.F. No. 29). The body and memory 
of Constantius received full honour: abuse of the 
dead emperor and his policies was no longer for him, 
and even the more rancorous of his supporters found 
it politic to preface any detraction of Constantius 
with studied apology, as Libanius does. The whole 
tenor of his first six months in Constantinople is that 
of conciliation and reconstruction. The Letter to 
Themistiut, written before his imperial entry into the 
capital, is an exposition of the monarch as subject to 
law, directed by philosophy, and the proponent of 
the rule of reason, and the rule of reason denied the 
rightness or the efficacy of any kind of persecution. 
The old religion was freed of the bans to which it had 
been subjected, and its ritual and practices once 
more became part of a religio licita, so that sacrifice 
and divination once more became possible. The 
Christians were treated with a tolerant and neutral 
impartiality, into which it is UImecessary and un
generous to read any deep Machiavellian designs. 
The banished, whether Novatian, Donatist, Arian or 
Orthodox, were allowed to return to their seats from 
which sectarian bigotry had expelled them in large 
numbers. In the event, the return of such exiles and 
their claim for restitution of their rights was to create 
widespread discord· and opposition, but there is no 
reason to believe that it was ordered with this 
end in view. Simultaneously, every effort was made 
to secure decent administration, not least in fiscal 
matters-a foretaste of which had been given to the 
Illyrian provinces during the days of waiting at 
Naissus. The upper-class municipal society was to be 
conciliated, no less than the senatorial class, by a 
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definition of rights and obligations. By mid-March, 
a fun~scale piece of legislation had been framed 
dealing with curial recruitment, municipal properties, 
munera extraordinaria and other dues, reversing the 
trend towards a centralized officialdom of the previous 
generation. This same army of officials was drasti
cally reduced (if. Lib. Or. 2. 58) and the ubiquitous 
agentes-in-rebus and imperial notaries almost entirely 
disbanded. The purge of the palace took place 
without delay: all the paraphernalia of royalty was 
dispensed with-barbers, cooks, eunuchs and the 
rest, that had battened on the old regime. All was 
affability and efficiency, directed to t~e welfare of 
the Empire and its subjects. Men of education and 
good antecedents, Celsus in Cilicia, or the rhetor 
Belaeus in Arabia, for instance, were promoted to 
positions of office, and a less autocratic or bigoted 
monarch could hardly be imagined. No matter what 
their persuasion, the meritorious were offered a 
welcome with him : pagans like his old friends the 
doctor Oribasius or Salust, Christians of every breed 
-the orthodox Basil (Julian, Ep. 82), the heretic 
Aetius (Ep. 46), the sophistic Prohaeresius (Ep. 31), 
Caesarius brother to the egregiously eloquent 
Gregory Nazianzen (if. R.E. iii. 1299, s.v.)-and the 
principal devotees of neo-Platonist doctrine and 
practice like Priscus and Maximus-all received some 
conciliating, even affectionate, marks of attention. 
The one blot on his scutcheon was the series of courts
martial held at Chalcedon where not only the guilty 
agents of the previous reign like the eunuch Eusebius 
and the murderous Paulus, but the efficient and even 
innocent, like Ursulus, were condemned. Here 
Ammianus speaks with downright disapproval and 
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even Libanius had much ado to make a decent 
justification. 

Such universal tolerance and beneficence was all 
very well in theory, but in practice it soon fell foul 
of long-established vested interests. Recruitment to 
the curiae meant the abolition of immunities gained 
during the past generation, notably those of the 
Christian clerics: the restoration of municipal 
properties equally involved losses to important 
individuals and religious organizations; so did the 
reopening of tl'te pagan temples and the resumption 
of pagan sacrifices and rituals, for which financial 
provision had to be made. Opposition from the 
Christian communities grew apace. Nor did con
ciliation reach the local level: the return of the 
exiled heretics or orthodox produced a ferment in the 
various cities. Even by Christmas A.D. 361, the Alex
andrians had lynched the Arian bishop, George, and 
members of the administration (if. E.L.F. No. 60)
and this serious disturbance, though occurring in a 
city noted for its excessive violence, symbolizes the 
general unrest. Overriding all else was the need of a 
speedy solution to the political and religious prob
lems of empire, for Julian as heir to Constantius had 
also inherited the war with Persia. Yet it was not 
religious conflict or self-interest that alone provoked 
criticism. Philosophy, in its popular manifestation of' 
Cynicism, also took him to task upon his imperial 
conduct; in particular an impudent busy-body named 
Heracleios presented himself before him with a 
diatribe on the art of government, of which a highly 
irreverent use of myth formed a part. The myth for 
any professed follower of Plato was an integral part 
of the philosophic method, and Julian, outraged at the 
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tone and content, took himself off and composed in 
haste his two discourses, Against Heracleios (Or. 7) 
and On the Mother of the Gods (Or. 5), in which 
the myth appears as an ethical allegory of autobio
graphical content in the first and a complete meta
physical explication in the second. The occasion of 
these discourses is, significantly enough, about the 
time of the feast of Attis and the Hilaria, at the 
vernal equinox; and equally significant is the ending 
of Or. 5 where the "eradication of the stain of 
atheism " and the recognition of the gods is the 
necessary prerequisite for the welfare of the empire, 
its survival and his own future. It is evident that the 
pressures both from without and within were moving 
him from his first professions of tolerance, and the 
advent of Maximus at Constantinople was enough 
to confirm this direction of his actions. A second 
blast against these non-conformist philosophers 
followed before mid-summer (Or. 6, Against the Ig
norant Cynics). Here was a rallying of the ranks, 
an at~empt to synthesize the divergent pagan 
philosophies into one acceptable faith in order to 
place Roman society on a sound basis before his 
departure from Constantinople for the Persian 
campaign that he had already begun to devise. The 
time for compulsion was fast approaching. This 
growing ambitiousness in matters of faith was 
indeed accompanied by measures for the public well
being: the exactions of officials, great or small, on 
the public post and the number of recipients of its 
privileges were drastically reduced (E.L.F. No. 67) : 
the financial exactions enforced in more equitable 
manner, and methods of evasion curbed (E.L.F. Nos. 
6S, 71): the presentation of aurum coronarium by the 
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provincial communities was made a voluntary 
matter (E.L.F. No. 72), and the demands of the 
military were repressed (E.L.F. No. 63). Finally, 
on June 17th A.D. 362, a few days before his depar
ture, Julian introduced a seemingly innocuous piece 
of legislation upon the status of the teaching pro
fession (Cod. Tk. 13.3. 5 : E.L.F. No. 61). Teachers 
must have qualifications both moral and professional: 
their appointment was to be subject to a unanimous 
decree of the municipal councillors and then referred 
to the emperor for ratification. Such centralizing 
tendencies ran surprisingly counter to the whole tenor 
of Julian's legislation up to date, for his programme 
seemed to have as its objective the orderly return of 
a defined system of duties and privileges. The reason 
for them soon became apparent. Julian explained 
his intention in a letter (Ep. 42: E.L.F. No. 61 c) that 
defined the moral role of the teachers, explained how 
the Galileans disdained the content of the literature 
they professed to teach, and banned them from 
practising the profession while ever they adhered to 
their creed. The choice for such teachers was quite 
clear-their religion or their profession. Prohaeresius 
at Athens chose to give up his practice: not so 
Hecebolius, whose record of conversions and re
conversions in these years gained him the nickname 
of " Euripus ". This innocent measure, one of the 
first to be repealed after Julian's death (Cod. Th. 
13.3.6; 11 January A.D. 864) was greeted with un
qualified approval by the hard-core pagan teachers 
like Libanius and a chorus of shocked outrage by the 
Christians, and elicited even from Ammianus an 
expression of protest, but in the context of his 
theocratic aspirations and of the shortness of time 
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available to him, it was a logical step. He had tried 
conciliation and the voluntary principle, so as to leave 
a unified empire at his back, and this-as the 
criticisms of the Cynics, the unrest among the 
Christians and unease among certain communities 
had shown-had failed. If these non-cooperativ.e 
elements would not be absorbed into his system, they 
must be excluded from it, for the good of the body 
politic. But in no sense did he wish to present this 
alternative as a persecution: his object was to cure 
a social ailment, not to punish it, and the cure could 
come only with the offer of a reasonable alternative. 
So, upon his departure from Constantinople, he 
writes a series of letters to his chosen priests instruct· 
ing them in the manner and content of the duties 
demanded of them by their priesthood. The letters, 
to the priest (? Theodorus, EL.F. No. 79 [if. No 
78]), to his uncle Julianus, now Comes Orientis 
(E.L.F. No. 80), to Callixeina, priestess of the Mother 
of the Gods whom he was to visit at Pessinus (E.L.F. 
No. 81), give details of their duties: the rather later 
fragments (also to The odorus , E.L.F. No. 89 a, b) 
present the principles of organization and ideology 
of the new state religion as he conceived it-the 
selection of priests, the austerity of their manner of 
life, the manner of ritual and purification, and the 
necessity for good works. This was the chief priest of 
the Roman world issuing an encyclical to his sub
ordinates, and adopting all the accoutrements and 
the organization of the Galilean church to fOl'Ward 
his ideal. The priests of his state cult were appointed 
without delay, Chrysanthius in Lydia·(Eunap. V.S. 
501), Arsacius of Galatia (E.L.F. No. 84 a), Bacchius, 
Clematius, Seleucus (if. Seeck, B.L.Z.G. 8.11.), even 
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Theodora, widow of the Thalassius who had once had 
so much responsibility for the fall of Gallus (E.L.F. 
Nos. 85, 86). The whole of the East was in the throes 
of a rapid and drastic spiritual reorganization under 
the eyes of its demanding ruler, and even in the far 
West, it is tempting to see the restoration of the 
old column cult" at Cirencester by the rectorU 

of Britannia Prima as a mark of this an~embracing 
redirection of militant paganism. Yet by the time 
he had reached Antioch in mid-July, it was borne in 
upon him that his programme was highly unpopular: 
Cappadocia he found hostile or ignorant (E.L.F. ~o. 
78), and the shrine of Pessinus was ignored by the 
Galatians (E.L.F. No. 84 a). 

JuHan appeared in Antioch in the midst of the 
celebrations of the Adonia, and for the events there
after, besides the fulminations of the Fathers of the 
Church, at least three eyewitnesses have left their 
accounts, Ammianus, Julian himself in the Misopogon 
and Libanius, both at the time in Or. 12-16, and in 
lateraccounts in the Epitaphios and the Autobiography 
(119-135). It is this last that best summarizes the 
relationships between the sophist and the emperor 
in the nine months' stay in Antioch, and gives the 
view of the educated pagan upon the programme. 

In the period from A.D. 358 Libanius had suffered 
from a succession of private distresses and nagging 
ill-health. Julian's accession to the throne and the 
abolition of the restrictions on pagan worship evoked 
an enthusiastic welcome from him (Or. 1. 119) ; but 
the uncertainties of the situation with regard to 
JuHan's attitude to certain members of his own family 
in consequence of the fall of Ganus made him advise 
caution. He refused to make the first move, preven
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ted by a stiff-necked pride and sense of honour that 
needs to be assessed in the light of his regard for his 
antecedents and his profession. Sixty years before, 
the family property had been confiscated. Could he 
decently be seen among the emperor's entourage 
without the imputation of self-seeking? Two years 
before, his professional standing had been grossly 
impugned by the previous administration. Could he, 
in decency, make any overture, or indeed welcome 
any, until this slight had been removed? This was 
a point of honour from which he could not budge. 
So, despite overtures from members of Julian's court 
(Maximus, Seleucus, Epp. 694, 697, 716), Libanius, 
however great his approval for the emperor and his 
policies might be, maintained a silence that piqued 
Julian (Or. 1. 120) and puzzled later commentators. 
The first meeting (described in Or. 1. 120 and Ep. 736) 
occurred in consequence of Libanius' necessary 
presence, as sophist of the city, among the deputation 
of welcome upon Julian's arrivalin Antioch. Here the 
initiative clearly came from the side of the court, and 
Julian's reaction, when the presence of Libanius was 
pointed out to him, was significantly to compliment 
him in the traditional sophistic style with a request 
for an oration, a request to which the Prosphone
tiko$ (Or. 18) is the answer. Even so, this does not 
mark full association. Libanius speaks of Julian's 
flatterers at court and at the performance of the daily 
sacrifices in the Palace gardens, and asserts that 
someone was opposing any resumption of their 
intimacy (Or. 1. 120 ff.),a and even after an exchange 

a Sievers (Das Leb{jn dos Libanios. p. 92) suggested that 
this was Nicocles: Geffcken (Kaiser JulianuB. p. 114) 
Themistius (wrongly: he was not in Antioch). It remains 
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of letters with Julian, Libanius remained conspicu
ously aloof. Only after the intervention of Priscus 
was their association resumed; and, significantly, 
not until some time after Julian's arrival and the 
delivery of Or. 13 does Libanius record the can
cellation of the professional slight imposed upon him 
by the previous administration (Ep. 740). The inter
course thereafter he represents as a disinterested 
association concerned with literary and current 
political topics, and he persistently disclaims any 
motives of self-seeking (Or. 1. 125, Ep. 1154, Or. 51. 
30) ; in fact, he gained some notoriety by his refusal 
of the honorary title of quaestor with which Julian 
invested him (E.L.F. No. 96, Lib. Or. 2. 8, Eunap. 
V.S. 495 f.). Libanius, in fact, was enjoying the 
opportunity of displaying the independence he always 
associated with his professional position. His narra
tive of events before New Year A.D. 363 (Or. 1. 125
130) gives two examples of this attitude. First oc
curred his suit on behalf of Aristophanes, the whole 
tenor of which was an appeal for the unity of Hellen
ism directed to the propagator of that policy. The 
plea (Or. 14) was sent to Julian, who read it with 
admiration and consented to the rehabilitation of 
Aristophanes (E.L.F. Nos. 96, 97), who, incidentally, 
remained almost aggressively loyal to Julian's 
memory in the days of persecution that followed his 
death (Ep. 1264). The second case was Libanius' 
defence of the city council at the time of the price 
edict of November A.D. 362, where Libanius faced 
the wrath of the emperor and the threats of his 

most likely, despite Bidez (Vie, p. 400), that it was the arro
gant and demanding lvlaximu:.:. Libanius was not one of the 
neo-Platonist coterie. 
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courtiers unabashed. What remains unmentioned in 
this narrative, not unexpectedly, since it was directed 
ostensibly to his fellow citizens, the majority of 
whom were Christian, is any mention of the religious 
quarrel between Julian and the curia. 

In fact, if ever there was need of the unity of 
Hellenism, for which Julian was planning and to 
which Libanius appealed in Or. 14, it was precisely 
now, when relations were going from bad to worse 
between the emperor and the whole community of 
Antioch. Even before his arrival, it had been forecast 
that the harvest of A.D. 362 would be bad (Epp. 699, 
713), but the situation was undoubtedly aggravated 
by the advent of the army. Almost on his arrival he 
was met by a popular clamour that there was famine 
in the midst of plenty (Misopogon, 368 c ff.), and he 
referred the matter to the attention of the councillors. 
After three months (i.e., by October/November) they 
had done nothing, and he suspected that they were 
making the position worse by hoarding and profiteer8 

ing. He therefore took emergency measures, import
ing large amounts of grain from neighbouring provin
ces, making allocations from his own commissariat, 
and simultaneously imposing by edict taxation and a 
fixed price that was two-thirds of that current earlier 
in the summer. What he failed to do was to institute 
any system of rationing. To his surprise, none of this 
corn appeared on the open market at this price: he 
asserted that these principales of Antioch had begun 
black market operations, bought up the corn cheap 
and were making a fortune from such operations. 
Hence his summary though short-lived arrest of the 
curia for attempting to thwart his will and the 
advent of Libanius as its spokesman. The philosophic 
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Julian, it appeared, was set on the same course that 
his brother had taken eight years before in the face 
of curial incapacity or antipathy. 

In another field of municipal affairs also he found, 
upon his arrival in Antioch, that his policies of recon
struction had fallen foul of local intransigence and 
vested ,interest. Although he had remitted, on his 
accession, a large debt and arrears of tribute, the 
policy of recruiting new members conflicted with the 
"closed shop" interests of the local principales. 
Permitted to enrol two hundred members to supple
ment the numbers of the council, they had deliber
ately and for their own gain allowed evasion on the 
part of eligible nominees, or had connived at the 
enrolment of unsuitable candidates (367 d ff.). Strict 
enforcement of Julian's recruitment followed (Cod. 
Th. 12. 1. 51 of 28 August)-a measure of which 
Ammianus (25. 4. 21) strongly disapproved. Of three 
thousand allotments of waste land that he had 
allocated to the curia at their request, all had been 
monopolized by the ruling clique and none had 
found its way to the poorer members of the order, 
so that he had been compelled to cancel this grant 
(370 c ff.). It is this monopoly of the perquisites of 
municipal office (for they already had ten thousand 
allotments of land), unmentioned by Libanius in his 
Autobiograph!J, but often criticized in his later 
orations (esp. Or. 48, 49) that arouses Julian's ire. In 
fact, his account of municipal mismanagement in the 
Misopogon reads very much like an incitement of the 
commons to act against the local potentates who 
misgoverned them. 

It was in the field of religion, however, that these 
local potentates showed their apathy or ill-will most 
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pointedly and in a manner that met with Julian's 
deepest displeasure. Before his arrival, his uncle 
J ulianus had begun the religious programme (E.L.F. 
No. 80, Lib. Ep. 712) and upon his arrival Julian, in 
addition to Mithraic sacrifices in the palace, visited 
all the shrines of the city with due ritual (Lib. Or. 
15. 79). The popular reaction to such acts of piety, 
however, soon became one of hostility, not merely 
because of Julian's energetic promotion of his 
paganism and his lack of interest in their amuse~ 
ments, but because in times of scarcity they saw the 
mass slaughter of sacrificial victims and had to 
encounter the tipsy soldiery, who got drunk in the 
celebrations (Amm. 22.12. 6 f.). In August, however, 
the reactions of the local potentates became equally 
clear. The celebration of the feast of Apollo at 
Daphne that he then attended he found boycotted 
by the municipal councillors, and no public offerings 
forthcoming (Misop. 861 d ff.)-a most outrageous 
snub. In his effort to purify the precincts of the 
Daphnaean temple by the removal of the body of 
the martyr, Babylas, this antagonism was increased: 
and when on the following night, the temple, with 
its cult statue, was demolished by fire, he suspected 
arson, and finally attributed responsibility to the 
Christians. A commission of inquiry, of which 
Libanius was a member (Ep. 1376), could find no 
culprit, and Julian alleged against the council that 
they neglected or condoned the outrage. Libanius 
comnrosed and delivered his Monodu on the Danh., . 
naean Temple (Or. 60, preserved in fragments by 
Chrysostom) but this could not save the community 
from punishment, for the Great Church of Anti
och was closed and its sacred vessels confiscated 
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(qf. Chrysostom, foG. 50. 530 if. [Hom. de S. BabykL]; 
Theodoret, H.E. 12. 4; Sozom. H.E. 5. 8). The 
persecution of the Christian community had indeed 
begun. Not was Antioch the only centre of opposi
tion and unrest in these months. Bostra (E.L.F. No. 
114) receives a letter of supercilious tone and content 
that formally disclaims any intention of persecuting 
the Christian clergy while yet imputing to them 
responsibility for leading their communities into 
violence and error. In October, Athanasius was again 
banished from Alexandria (E.L.F. No. 110), a penalty 
increased, upon appeal, to, banishment from Egypt 
altogether (ibid. Nos. 111/2). The property of the 
Church in Edessa is confiscated: the Christians are 
to learn poverty and decent behaviour, and so not to 
lose their chance of the kingdom of heaven to which 
they stin aspire. Equally significantly, the Edessenes 
are warned against creating any disorder (E.L.F. No. 
115). 

By December, Julian was only too well aware that 
his programme of conciliation and reconstruction had 
developed into one of all-out warfare to conquer this 
religious opposition. His recognition of the fact 
found expression in literary productions character
istic of himself that yet-despite the commendations 
of Libanius-could only elicit the ridicule and dislike 
of both the vulgar and the sophisticated. The 
composition of the Caesars at the Saturnalia is 
perhaps typical: in this work, Romulus, the personi
fication of that Genius Populi Romani that had set 
him on his course in Paris, sets the stage fo1" the great 
debate: Philosophy, in the person of Marcus 
Aurelius, gains the verdict of the gods ~ the Chris
tians, in the person of Constantine and his sons, in a 
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bitter parody of the Gospels, can sin, be purified by 
baptism and return to sin once more (886 a, b): his 
own guide is Mithras. This exposition of the ethical 
and political creed of the ruler is closely followed 

. by the Discourse on Helio8 the King, in which the posi
tive conception of his solar religion and metaphysic 
finds clearest expression. The outraged tone of the 
Caesars and the devout sincerity of Helios the King are 
his personal reaction to the stubborn resistance he 
encountered in his public programmes, and serve to 
confirm him upon his predeternnned course. And 
such confirmation was indeed needed. The omens 
were not always good, nor was success to be easy. On 
January 1 the sacrificing priest collapsed and died 
at the altar, and Libanius, called upon, despite his 
hesitations (Ep. 785), to deliver his address to Julian 
as consul (01.12), cannot disguise the fact, in his later 
account, of the latent recriminations and dissatisfac
tions that overshadowed the occasion (Or. 1. 127 if.). 
Moreover, despite the repeated assertions that the 
orator makes concerning the success of Julian's 
campaign of conversion in the army, often with the 
help of donatives, evidences of disaifection were to be 
observed in the first months of the year, with open 
opposition to his religious ordinances among his 
crack troops and conspiracies in his imperial guard 
(Amm. 22. 11. 2; Theodoret, H.E. S. 15.4 if.) ; and 
after the deaths of his intimates Felix and Julianus, 
the malicious populace saluted him with the pointed 
dO'u,ble entente, Felix Ju1ianus Augustus (Amm. 
23. I. 4 f.), and other lampoons against him (Lib. Or. 
16. 30). Julian, in exasperation, began to take 
llleasures for the discomfiture of the Christians in 
general and the Antiochenes in particular, despite the 
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restraining efforts of Libanius (Or. 1. 131). He en
gaged upon the composition of his final discourse 
Contra Galilaeos (preserved in part in the refutation 
of Cyril of Alexandria, P.G. 76), and actively promo
ted the reconstruction of the Temple at Jerusalem 
(Amm. 23.1 ; E.L.F. No. 134, if. No. 89, p. 295 c), in 
order to secure the support of the Jews and at the 
same time irritate the bigoted Christians who opposed 
him. Finally, on the religious front, he published the 
ordinance banning funerals in day-time (Cod. Th. 
9. 17. 5 of 12 February 363; E.L.F. No. 136 a, b). 
Despite the initial appeal to ancient tradition, the 
motivation is purely that of neo-Platonist religion 
and purification, requiring the prevention of any 
taint from the dead affecting the temples of the gods 
or the gaze of the Olympians. Against Antioch, 
both commons and council, Julian composed his 
bitter complaints in the self-satire the lliisopogon late 
in February. Whatever the justice of his allegations 
of opposition from the volatile city-it may perhaps 
be best described as a case of mutual incompatibility 
-there were two features in this work that could not 
fail to inspire alarm in the councillors of Antioch. 
First, he proclaimed his intention of transferring his 
seat of government from Antioch to Tarsus, a bitter 
blow to Antiochene vanity (364 d) and to its future 
standing. Secondly, in announcing this transfer, he 
proclaimed that he left Antioch to experience divine 
justice, or, failing that, to indulge in an orgy of riot 
ana self-destruction, as it had done under Gallus 
(370 0; c). And; as foretaste of what they could 
expect, he appointed Alexander as consularis of 
Syria, not because of any merits of character, but 
because he was the only sort of person fitted for a 
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rebellious and greedy city. On March 5th he left on 
his campaign, still refusing to have anything to do 
with the councillors. They, in alarm at last, escorted 
him from the city with all ceremony, and received 
a rebuff for their pains (Or. 1. 132) ; on presenting 
themselves to him further along his route, their 
reception was little different (E.L.F. No. 98), and as 
Julian had predicted, they had recourse to Libanius 
to present their plea for reconciliation in due form. 
The result was Oration 16, addressed to the Antio
chenes, upbraiding them for their misconduct, and 
urging them to earn the emperor's pardon by con
forming to his policies, and a companion piece, 
Oration 15, addressed to the emperor, constituting a 
plea for forgiveness and an assurance to the emperor 
of the city's contrition. Neither oration was ever 
actually delivered. The composition of Oration 15 
follows the receipt in Antioch of the news of Julian's 
first successes, and from Or. 17.87 it is clear that this 
oration had not reached Julian at the time of his 
death and therefore remained undelivered. The 
companion oration (Or. 16), apparently composed 
immediately after this, also remained unpublished, 
according to the testimony of Socrates (H.E. 3. 17). 
The background of the composition of each is clearly 
that of the worried uncertainty in Antioch under the 
government of the heavy-handed Alexander. 

After his penetration deep into the heart of Persia, 
however, Julian was mortally wounded on June 26th, 
deserted in a last vision by the Genius of the F..oman 
People. The pietistic tradition of a conquering 
Christianity was to attribute to him a death-bed 
confession that the Galilean had conquered, a fiction 
that finds no place in the contemporary accounts. 
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The general psychological reaction to the news was 
immediate and explosive, and was to be followed by 
the violent. political and religious repercussions of 
the reign of Valens. The first feeling of despair 
caused Libanius to contemplate suicide (Or. 1. 135), 
but this he put aside as unworthy of himself and of 
Julian. In any case, he had a duty to perform-the 
composition of funeral orations in his memory. 
Loyalty, affection and professional pride no doubt 
inspire him to this demonstration of piety, but there 
is no doubt of the sincerity and depth of his emotions. 
He was unable to resume his composition because of 
his grief (Or. 17.38; Ep. 1430), and in fact he did not 
begin his declamations until·after the New Year (Ep. 
1128). He was offended by the indecent transports 
of joy with which the news had been received, not 
least in Antioch (Epp. 1119, 1187), and the epithet 
" Hellene" comes readily to his lips to rally the 
faithful (e.g.,Epp. 1120.2; 1211.2; 1431.5). Butas 
the persecution increases and he sees Julian's priests 
and officials brought to account, his expressions of 
outraged grief are tempered with resignation and 
despondency: " The gods were wiser than we " (Ep. 
1210); the aAtT11pwt have it all plain sailing (Ep. 
1157); he grounds arms, not from any change of 
heart but from the dictates of prudence (Ep. 1211. 
4-5); and afte~' his considerable risks and discomforts, 
he recommends a more passive attitude (Ep. 1533). 
Such passive resignation-and this is a characteristic 
feature of pagan attitude towards the excesses of the 
established order in the fourth century-does not, 
however, involve disloyalty to Julian or his memory. 
He provides support and commiseration for the 
victims of Christian oppression and deplores the 
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ravages committed against the temples (Epp. 1307, 
1518); years afterwards he is prepared formally to 
break off a friendship with Polycles because of his 
criticisms of Julian (Or. 37. 2 if.), and even after 
a generation, Julian's memory is still green (Ep. 
947. 5). . 

In such a frame of mind, he began the preliminaries 
for the work he had set himself to do. For the period 
up to November A.D. 861 he had no need for more 
than the ipsissima verba of the Letter to the Athenians. 
What he required was an account of the events of A.D. 

368. Late in A.D. 368 he records (Ep.1220. 7-9) that he 
had applied for information to his friends who had 
returned from the campaign but had received no 
support. Some of the soldiery hitherto unknown to 
him provided him with details of dates, distances and 
topography, but he had been unable to obtain a 
complete and coherent account. From Philagrius 
(Ep. 1434) he requests his diary of the campaign: 
., You will inform me of bare facts: I will clothe them 
in the garb of oratory." Seleucus is encouraged (Ep. 
1508) to compose the history of the events of which he 
had been an eyewitness, a piece of advice that may 
actually have borne fruit (if. Suidas, t.V. " Seleucus"), 
and despite the onset of gout and migraine Libanius 
had composed both orations by the autumn of A.D. 

865.a 

a The argument of Petit (Vie municipale, pp. 185 f.), 
whereby he dates Or. 18 to A.D. 368, is unconvincin.a-. The 
alleged'literary contretemps with Themistius (Or. 5.-66 a of 
1 January 364, contradicted by Libanius. Or. 18.279, which 
in turn is contradicted by Themistius, Or. S. 114' c) would 
prove, if anything. that the Epitaphiu8 is to be dated bejore 
368. In the internal references (17. 30; 18.287 [persecution 
of Maximus); ib. 290 fbarbarian invasions1; ib. 292 [earth~ 
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The Monody, a form of rhetorical lamentation dear 
to Libanius and firmly embedded in the sophistic 
tradition, is a highly personal and deeply emotional 
tribute adomed with all the traditional devices of his 
art, and, with his Monodies on Nicomedeia (Or. 61) 
and on the Daphnaean Temple (Or. 60), is one of the 
three surviving examples from his pen. The tradi
tion had been set by Aristeides with his Monod!} on 
Smyrna, and had been elaborated with Libanius' own 
Monodies on the deaths of Aristaenetus and his uncle 
Phasganius; and the method of publication that he 
describes for each of these works may indicate that 
followed in these orations. With the Monodies on 
Nicomedeia and Aristaenetus,. the declamation took 
place before four friends who then distributed it 
among others (Ep. 88). A similar course was followed 
in the publication of his Monod!} upon Phasganius, 
though for a different reason (Ep. 283).11 It may be 
assumed that this also applied in the present speeches, 
especially in view of the dangers with which he felt 
himself surrounded under Jovian's reign and which 
increased under that of Valens (Or. 1. 187 ff.). 

If the Monod!} is an expression of personal loss, 
the Epitapkios is something more. Derived from the 
tradition of the classical funeral speeches, in its form 
it must adhere to the sophistic rules of panegyric and 
follow the pattern laid down in the text books of 

quakes]), the events are those up to the end of July 365. 
The dangers of composition thereafter, because of the revolt 
of Procopius (Or. 1. 163) preclude the attribution of these 
speeches to any later date. Equally. the dating by Socrates 
(H.E. 3. 22) to the reign of Jovian is too early. 

G On the methods of publication of Libanius' orations cf. 
Petit, " Recherches sur 1a publication et 1a diffusion des 
discours de Libanius," Hutoria, 5, 1956, pp. 479 ff. 
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Hermogenes or Menander, so that it begins, as 
required, with family, and proceeds in strict order 
to deal with education, character and achievements. 
But the content of the achievements and assessment 
of the protagonist place it in the class of controver
sial didactic, along with the Autobiography. Such 
oratory, though restricted in its publication, had a 
practical end in view (Or. 2. 70 fr.). If the Autobio
graphy reveals, in the career of Libanius, the un
qualified merits of his system and an exposition 
of the cultural virtues of Hellenism, the Epitaphios 
represents, in the person of Julian, a paragon of such 
virtue, both moral and political, whereby the way to 
personal salvation is revealed and the state and 
society purged of grossness and error and brought to 
perfection. It is, in part, this ideally utilitarian 
intention that here affects Libanius' handling of the 
narrative of Julian's elevation in Paris (18. 97) as 
compared with those of Or. 13 and 12.50 (descIibed 
by Petit [art. cit.] as " laicisation ") and of the famine 
in Antioch (18. 195), as compared ,vith the accounts 
contemporary with the event (15.29; 16.21) or the 
more self-interested resume of the Autobiography 
(1. 126). Not merely was the audience different but 
the intention with which each oration was composed 
also differed. Practical considerations of immediate 
importance to the Antiochenes have been replaced 
by a more academic exposition of the rule of right 
reason, and Libanius consciously aspires to demon
strate that practical philosophy upon which Julian 
had, at parting, complimented him (1. 181). The 
Epitaphios therefore ends with a bitterly critical 
account of the disasters suffered or expected by 
Roman society in consequence of its rem,lDciation of 

xxxvi 



INTRODUCTION 


Julian's ideals. Pagans must no doubt continue to 
conform to the dictates of the law, just as Julian had 
done as emperor, but cannot be expected to agree 
that such dictates are now right or proper in direction 
or content. Such a protest, however, is not to be 
construed as an incitement to extra-legal action such 
as the Christians had habitually taken and which 
Libanius finally threatened would be taken in the 
Pro TempUs. In such a context, the exclusion of any 
account of Julian's militant programme is hardly 
surprising. 

The reign of Valens (A.D. 364-378), with its con
tinued repression of the values of Hellenism and 
its disastrous conclusion at Adrianople, showed, if 
anything could, the rightness of Julian's course and 
the appalling consequences of its neglect. This sub
merged criticism came to the surface with the advent 
of Theodosius to the Eastern throne, and Libanius 
emerged from his obscurity once more to emphasize 
the necessity of a system of rights and obligations in 
which all Romans could share without fear of reli
gious or social persecution. This is expressed in 01'. 
24 on the Punishment of the Murder of Julian in A.D. 

379. Taking as his premise the circumstances of 
Julian's death-and a hardening of view can be seen 
on this topic, beginning with a confession of mysti
fication in A.D. 364 (Ep. 1187. 2), proceeding to an 
imputation of Christian responsibility in the Epita
pmos (18. 275), and culminating in certainty, in this 
orAtion (24. 6 ff.), despite the differences from other 
accounts then current, like tha.t of A!!1..I!ljanml-he 
demands here that the moral law be enacted. Once 
the premise is granted, the oration no longer marks 
an .. astounding deformation of his thinking" (Petit, 
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Vie municipale, p. 211), but is in the tradition of the 
views of crime and punishment that had informed 
Greek thought since the days of Homer, who is the 
foundation of his educational system, and had been 
confirmed by the ideas of purification based on Plato 
and now current among the neo-Platonists. There is 
the epic cycle of offence, divine anger and retribution, 
and the continuance of defilement in the world by 
reason of Julian's death and its subsequent neglect. 
Any relief can come only from a rigorous examina
tion, though long delayed, and by the punishment of 
the guilty. Here once more are the arguments for 
which Arnobius had once criticized his pagan adver
saries, but in addition there is an appeal to imperial 
esprit de corps. Any attack upon a lawful emperor 
that goes unpunished weakens the position of the 
lawful successors who fail to live up to their duty of 
punishment. The tradition of the Hellenic moral law 
is cleverly wedded to the conception of imperial self
preservation, calculated to influence the new emperor 
to reverse the disastrous tendencies of the previous 
reign. 

xxxviii 



THE LIFE OF LIBANIUS 

THE main events in the life of Libanius may be 
gathered from his Autobiography (Or. 1) and the 
additional information of letters and orations. Born 
in Antioch in A.D. 314 a of good municipal family and 
left fatherless by the age of ten, he had by the time 
he was fifteen planned for himself a career in rhetoric. 
In A.D. 836, with family permission finally granted, 
he went to complete his education at Athens, where 
he studied for the next four years. Impatient of 
professorial incompetence, resolutely pagan and in
nately priggish, he was rapidly marked out for pro
motion there because of his natural ability, but by 
A.D. 340/1 he had broken away to become a private 
teacher in the new society of Constantinople. Here 
his meteoric success inevitably aroused envy 1 and on 
the occasion of the riots of A.D. 842 sophistic rivals and 
disapproving officials combined to force his with
drawal under a cloud. b By A.D. 344 he was installed 
as professor in Nicomedeia, a post which he held with 
conspicuous success for the next five years, and there 
he made the acquaintance both of the future saint, 
Basil, and, at second-hand, as he narrates in Or. 18. 
13 f., of the young Julian. In A.D. 849, after the 
delivery of the panegyric on the reigning emperors 
(Or. 59), he received an imperial summons to return 

II Of. Sievers, pp. 207 f. b Eunapius, V.S., p. 495. 
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as official sophist to Constantinople, and this he 
reluctantly obeyed. Despite more sophistic successes 
he became ever more ill at ease in the atmosphere of 
the Christian court until, after a short visit home in 
A.D. 353, he returned to Antioch to settle there per
manently in the course of the next winter. 

Very soon afterwards he was appointed official 
teacher there, a post for which he had evidently 
intrigued and which he had been half promised before 
his arrival, and with his ambition thus fulfilled, he 
never left the place thereafter. In Antioch his 
literary successes, upon which he continually plumes 
himself, once more continued, but again he had to 
contend with rivalries and intrigues, both profes
sional and political. The last years of the reign of 
Constantius see him approaching the height of his 
rhetorical powers, the panegyric upon Antioch (Or. 
11) being the most notable composition of the period, 
but, probably because of his known connections with 
Julian, rapidly losing official favour. At this time 
he was never able to " direct the city according to 
his nod," as his predecessor Zenobius had done, and 
his melancholia was increased by a succession of 
domestic troubles and bereavements. 

From this slough of despond he was rescued by the 
advent of Julian to the throne. Without subscribing 
to the extremes of reactionary paganism, he wel
comed the new regime with a fervent and undisguised 
enthusiasm. The social, religious and, above all, 
~rl'i1i"U';l+lt'\T"'ll "nl'"''''c;T\l.oC' I"\.,f' th", ne..n .a'nf\n.a~.n. .... 'rW"'to,,+-#"\}.uliA
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his own, and for the first time since Nicomedeia he 
could imagine himself undertaking his ideal role as 
the sophist of his city, and as the leader and publicist 
of its aspirations. This period of intimacy with 
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Julian remains the high-water mark of his literary 
achievement and, indeed, of his whole career, repre
senting as it does the true expression of his concep
tion of the relationship between sophist and emperor. 
For all that, he remained non-confonnist enough to 
refuse the honorary quaestorship then offered him,a 
and he employed his new-found opportunity for 
independence to temper the excesses of religious 
extremism with counsels of moderation and toler
ance.b Even so, this harmony was soon marred. In 
the feud which arose between Julian and Antioch, he 
felt himself in duty bound to act as spokesman for 
his erring fellow countrymen before the emperor he 
so much admired, and the revulsion of popular feeling 
and the religious reaction which followed Julian's 
death left him bitterly disillusioned. He saw his role 
almost completely reversed, his task now being to 
justify his dead emperor to an ungrateful and hostile 
public. 

In the years after A.D. 365 he was more than once 
accused of complicity in the conspiracies which were 
concocted against Valens, but, for all the gossip 
about him, nothing was proved. However, his 
avowed devotion to paganism and his intimacy with 
Julian made him an obvious target, and he lived 
dangerously and in growing disfavour and obscurity 
throughout the reign of Valens , the only certain 
composition of this period being the apologia pro vita 
aua embodied in the original Autobiography of A.D. 

374. Not until after Valens' death in battle at 
Adrianople in A.D. 878 does he emerge once more to 
become the mouthpiece of a pagan revival, but, 
Significantly enough, his first call for a restoration 

4 Or. 2. 8; Eunapius, V.S. 495 f. b Epp. 757, 763, 819, 
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of Julian's memory (Or. 24) is followed closely by the 
confession of his own unpopularity, not least on this 
account (Or. 2). However, for the next dozen years 
he remains at his post, devoting his eloquence to 
forceful and, in the main, enlightened criticisms of 
various aspects of contemporary society. Although 
he was never entirely disinterested in his statements, 
his remarks upon the decline of the municipal ad
ministration, prison conditions, forced labour and 
religious bigotry, coupled with his own genuine 
humanity, provide a valuable and horrifying com
mentary upon the good intentions and grim per
formance of administrators, as they are revealed in 
the Codes. The excesses of cruelty and the reign of 
terror that he abhorred are never far from the scene, 
and could be applied equally by or against every 
section of the community. The councillors are, in 
turn, the petty oppressors of their fellows, as in 
Or. 48-49, and themselves the victims of outrage by 
the commons or the host of officials, as in Or. 19-23). 
The officials are lifted up and cast down in bewilder
ing succession, and the commons alternately riots or 
is ground down under violent repression. Even 
education was under attack, and that for a man of his 
profession and ideals was the bitterest of pills, and, 
despite the receipt of an honorary prefecture in A.D. 

388,G he shows in repeated complaints an increasing 
disappointment and frustration. Whether the reason 
lies in the personality of Libanius himself or in the 
deficiencies of the governors, every official in these 
years, with but one exception (Or. 41), is represented 
as finally falling short of the standard of conduct 
demanded by Libanius. His last known oration is 

(1 Of. Petit. Byzantion, 21. 293. 
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dated to A.D. 392, and his last letters to the following 
year, after which nothing more is known of him. The 
recent suggestion of Lacombrade,a identifying him 
with the unnamed nonagenarian mentioned by 
Synesius and so implying that he was still living in 
A.D. 404, is incapable of proof. 

His personal life remained throughout subordinate 
to the demands of his profession. His deliberate 
adoption of a sophistic career set him apart from his 
fellows of curial standing, and his inheritance of curial 
land, together with his tenacious retention of his 
sophistic immunity from the obligations attached to 
it, emphasized this separation. He had expected to 
marry his cousin, but she died just before he returned 
home, and thereafter he held as concubine a woman 
of lower class, probably a slave, by whom he had his 
only son Arabius, later known as Cimon. From the 
time of Julian (if. Or. 17. 37) a major preoccupation 
was with his son's succession to his estate, since the 
product of such a union was in law illegitimate. In 
A.D. 881!2 Cimon received the grant of testamentary 
succession, and this was increased in A.D. 388 by the 
right to receive the family property in his father's 
lifetime-a grant that immediately rendered him 
liable to curial service. To avoid such a dubious and 
expensive station Libanius had first hoped to estab
lish Cimon in the immunity of a teacher, but the son 
opted for a career as a lawyer as a more favourable 
alternative, and was enrolled on the staff of the 
governor for a time. Finally under renewed threat 

It • .,.1 .1 1.... l....&.. .&.'Lot lmpreSSment oy t;ne counCl1, He SOUgH\, vue sure 
refuge of imperial office and senatorial rank. He was 
initially successful in obtaining nomination to a post 

4 Mel. Hen. Gregoir8. ~. 361 if. 
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in Cyprus, which would have given him the immunity 
he sought, but this appointment was not confirmed 
and his application for enrolment into the senate was 
rejected out of hand, because of his mother's low 
status. Mortified, he made his way home from Con
stantinople, broke a leg in an accident on the journey 
and, in A.D. 391, died. This was the major tragedy 
of Libanius' latter years, for him comparable only 
to the death of Julian. Coupled with his quarrel 
with the town council in consequence of his inheri
tance under the will of his friend Olympius (Or. 63), 
his support of his assistants Eusebius and Thalassius 
in their attempts to avoid curial service, and the 
council's decision to support the institution of a chair 
of Latin in Antioch, it sours and embitters him, so 
that his last writings convey a note of gloom and 
disillusion. 

!)n 

He enjoyed ill-health. At the age of twenty he 
suffered from shock as a result of a thunderbolt 
(Or. 1. 9; Ep. 727), and this incident left him with 
a migraine that affected him at intervals through
out his life, a tendency to hypochondria which he 
modelled deliberately, in part at least, upon the be
haviour of the second-century sophist, Aelius Ads
teides, and the consciousness that by this accident 
he had been placed on the same plane as others of 
his heroes of the Second Sophistic who had been 
similarly afflicted. The onset of gout in his early 
forties combined with this, and though he used it as 

.. A PV"""e_"'''' t" l'etl1l"n
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increasingly liable to chronic depression and over
strain. He suffered a nervous collapse after Julian's 
death, and the combination of pressures under which 
he worked in the 380's brought about a recurrence in 

xliv 



THE LIFE OF LIBANIUS 


A.D. 386, which serves to explain the morbid touchi
ness that soured his relations with so many of his 
contemporaries (e.g., Or. 36; 54). On the other hand, 
the biography by Eunapius emphasizes the force of 
personality and the charm that he exercised as a 
teacher. Vain, cantankerous and opinionated he may 
be, but he remained consistently and austerely 
devoted to the practice of his religion, and enthusi
astically loyal to his profession, so that the memory 
of Julian, in whom he found the embodiment of his 
Hellenic ideal, remained for him an ever-present 
inspiration. 
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THE writings of Libanius have commended them
selves, in different aspects, to succeeding generations 
of students. In his own day, he ruefully acknow
ledges his unpopularity with an ever-growing section 
of his society, but even so claims for himself pre
eminence for his declamations (Or. 1. 155) and for the 
artistry of his correspondence (Or. 13. 52). This 
judgement Christian Byzantium was ready to con
firm by its eagerness to imitate and to attribute its 
imitations to him, as shown in the spurious corre
spondence between him and St. Basil (Epp. 1580 sqq. 
of Wolf's Edition: Foerster, Vol. 11, pp. 572-597). 
His standing among scholars of the 16th and early 
17th centuries was no less high. Erasmus translated 
the Legatio Menelai (Decl. 3) into Latin, Ben Jonson 
used Decl. 26 (The Misanthrope) as material for the 
Epicene, and the enthusiasm of Morell in his task of 
editing and translating these declamations was such 
that he could not be induced to leave it, even to visit 
his wife on her death-bed, However, despite the 
work of Gothofredus, where for the first time the 
importance of Libanius as a commentator on prob
lems of history and society was revealed, the reaction 
had already set in. Bentley, in Phalaris, speaks of 
the emptiness and deadness of the LeUer.y, and 
describes them as the works of" a dreaming pedant, 
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his elbow upon his desk." Gibbon goes further: for 
him the writings of Libanius are" the vain and idle 
compositions of an orator who cultivated the science 
of words, the productions of a recluse student, whose 
mind, regardless of his contemporaries, was inces
santly fixed on the Trojan War and the Athenian 
commonwealth." This inaccurate and unfavourable 
judgement has prevailed until comparatively recent 
days. In the older British universities, for instance, 

'any mention of Libanius was confined to a study of 
the Hypotheses, and even then with more regard to 
the oratory of Demosthenes than for the scholarship 
of Libanius. However, in Germany Sievers and 
Seeck both succeeded in demonstrating his value as a 
historical source, while his relevance for the history 
and practice of education attracted Walden and 
Schemmel and, more recently, P. Wolf and Festu
giere. The most striking recent development has 
been the belated rediscovery, as exemplified in the 
works of P. Petit and A. H. M. Jones, of his true 
value as a social commentator. 

The Declamations attributed to him are found in 
Vols. 5-7 of Foerster's Teubner edition, and number 
51, of which 44 are to be accepted as genuine.a These 
cover the whole field of sophistic invention, with the 
traditional treatment of topics philosophic, mytho
logical, historical and social. The most outstanding 
is his Apology of Socrates (Decl. 1), and this alone may 
be regarded as having any relevance to contemporary 
matters, if the thesis of Markowski be accepted. b He 
argues, with great plausibility, that this is- composed 
as a covert justification of the career of Julian. Decl. 

o Spuria: Nos. 17,34,40,43,45,49,51. 

& "De Libanio Socratis defensore " (repr. 1968). 
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~7 also is of interest as being yet another exercise in 
the sophistic line of descent from Menander's 
Dyscolus, while Decl. 26, as already mentioned, plays 
its own small part in the history of English literature. 
Minor literary exercises illustrative of the sophist's 
art (Progymnasmata) appear in the Teubner Edition, 
Volume 8. Of the works there attributed to him 
the following are genuine: 

Chriae 1-8 (of four). 

Refutationes 1-2. 

Confirmationes 1-~ (of three). 

Loci Communes 1-5. 

Laudationes 1-8 (of nine), No.7 (The praises of 


agriculture) in theme and treatment akin to 
Themistius, Or. 80. 

Vituperationes 1-8; for Nos. 5 and 6 if. Or. 7 
and 8. 

Comparationes 1-5.. 
EtQopoeiae 20 (of 27, Nos. 13,20,22,24-27 being 

spurious). 
Descriptiones 1-7 (Nos. 8-30 being spurious). Nos. 

2 and 4 are of interest as descriptions of murals 
in the Town Hall of Antioch, and No. 5 
(Description of the Nell) Year) is a companion 
piece to Or. 9. 

Thesis No.1 (of three ; EI: y(l.fLTJT~Oli-a problem he 
faced in real life ). 

The Letters of the Libanian corpus are contained in 
Volumes 10 and 11 of the Teubner Edition. Of over 
1600 attributed to him~ some 154..0 or more are 
genuine, all of these save 20 covering the years A.D. 

855-865 (Epp. 19-889, 1113-1542), and A.D. 388-893 
(Epp. 840-1112). Despite Bentley's strictures, theSe 
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letters, written to friends and acquaintances of both 
high and low degree, set the man firmly in his social 
context and are an invaluable commentary upon 
contemporary events. 

The Orations, of which 64 survive, range in date 
from A.D. 349 to A.D. 392, and in style from purely 
sophistic exercises to the extremes of official pane
gyric and of personal abuse. His most individual 
composition is his own autobiography (Or. 1), but his 
oratorical powers revealed themselves at their peak 
in his orations on Antioch and on Julian. Thereafter 
a growing tone of social and personal criticism 
emerges,and the disappointed orator voices a sincere, 
if often self-interested, opposition to many of the 
municipal problems and administrative defects of 
his time. 

The following is the . list of the works of Libanius 
arranged in chronological order, as far as can be 
determined a : 

A.D. 

349: 	 Or. 59, Panegyric on Constantius 
and Constans (2. 201 )'. 

c. 352: Hypotheses of the orations of De
mosthenes (8. 575). 

355-365: Letters, Nos. 19-839, 1113-1542. 
358: 	Or. 61, Monody on Nicomedeia 

(4.823). 
360: 	Or. 11, Antiochikos (1. 412). 
361: 	Or. 31, For the teachers (Wolf, 

C1 'J 1 if"'.. t' '\.i.)cnutn'esen, !;l4 L). 

361 : 	Or. 64, For the dancers (4. 406). 

G References. unless otherwise stated, are to volumes and 
pages of Foerster's Teubner Edition. 
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A.D. 
July 862: Or. 18, Address to Julian (Introd. 

xxiv). 
autumn 362: Or. 14, For Aristophanes (Introd. 

xxv). 
Nov. 362: Or. 60, Monody on the Daphnaean 

temple (In trod. xxviii). 
1 Jan. 863: Or. 12, To the emperor Julian as 

consul (Introd. xxx). 
March 363: Or. 15, Embassy to Julian (Introd. 

xxxii). 
March 363: Or. 16, To the Antiochenes, on the 

emperor's anger (Introd. xxxii). 
364/5: 	Or. 17, Monody on Julian (Introd. 

xxxiv). 
365: 	Or. 18, Funeral oration upon 

Julian (lntrod. xxxiv). 
374: 	Or. 1, Autobiography, 1-155 (ed. 

Norman, xiii). 
378/9: Or. 24, On avenging Julian (infra, 

490). 
379/80: 	Or. 1, Autobiography, 156-181; 

remainder at intervals until A.D. 

392 (ed. Norman, xiii)1 
381 : Or. 2, To those who called him 

" tiresome" (1. 208). 
early 384: Or. 10, On the plethrum (1. 899). 
mid 884: Or. 26, To Icarius (3. 2). 
late 884: Or. 29, About the wife of Antiochus 

(8.59). 
after 1 Jano 385: Or. 27, Against Icarius I (S. 20). 

later, 385: Or. 28, Against Icarius II (3. 44). 
late 885: Or. 43, About the agreements 

O£lA\(3 .OO'j!). 
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A.D. 
385: 	 Or. 50, About forced labour (3. 469). 
386: 	Or. 36, About the practice of 

magic (3. 225). 
late 386: Or. 33, Against Tisamenus (3.163). 
late 386: Or. 45, About the prisoners (3.357). 
late 386: Or. 30, For the temples (Petit, 

Byzanlion, 21. 310). 
spring 387: Or. 19-23, On the riots in Antioch 

(2. 372). 
spring? 388: Or. 51-52, On the governors' levees 

(Pack, Studies, 124). 
388: 	Or. 32, Against Thrasydaeus (3. 

147). 
summer 388: Or. 56, Against Lucianus (Pack, 

Studies, 123). 
autumn 388: Or. 48-49, On the town councils 

(Pack, Studies, 123). 
autumn 388: Or. 35, To those who refuse to 

speak (3. 207). 
after 387/8: Or. 25, On slavery (2. 534). 
after 387/8: Or. 34, Against the criticisms of 

the pedagogue (3. 188). 
after 3$7/8: Or. 3, To his students, about his 

speech (1. 263). 
after 387/8: Or. 58, About the carpeting (4. 

175). 
after 387/8: Or. 38, Against Silvanus (3. 250). 

388-392: Letters, Nos. 840-1112 
389: 	Or. 54, Against Eustathius, about 

his honours (4. 70). 
389: 	 Or. 63, For Olympius (4. 384). 
390: 	Or. 4, On not talking nonsense (1. 

279). 
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A.D. 
390: 	Or. 42, For Thalassius (Petit, By

zantion, 21. 297). 
391 	: Or. 47, On the protection rackets 

(3.401). 
392: 	Or. 9, On the New Year (Schmid, 

Philol. 83. 447). 
392: 	 Or. 46, Against Florentius (Seeck, 

Rhein. Mus. 73. 84 if.). 
Orations of unknon'n date: 

A.D. 

after 360: 01'.55, To Anaxentius (Or. 55.15). 
after 366: Or. 37, To Polycles (3. 236). 

after 366 (? c. 374): Or. 62: Against those 'who 
deride his teaching system (4.342). 

? late 370's: Or. 40, To Eumolpius (3. 277). 
? early 380's: Or. 39, Consolatory to Antiochus 

(3.264). 
between 380 and 392, an Olympic year (? 384): Or. 

53, On invitations to the festivals 
(4.50). 

before 389: Or. 44, To Eustathius of Caria 
(antedates Or. 54). 

? 392: Or. 57, Against Severus (Norman, 
B.Z. 51. 76). 

after 382 (? 392/3) : Or. 41, To Timocrates (Nor
man, B.Z. 51. 76). 

? late: Or. 5, Artemis. 
? late: Or. 6, On insatiability (1. 322). 
? late : Or. 7, Ill-gotten gains more grie

vous than poverty (1. 822). 
? late: Or. 8, On poverty (1. 322). 
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MANUSCRIPTS 

The results of Foerster's work upon the manu
scripts of Libanius are embodied in his text and the 
detailed introductions to the several orations in his 
Teubner edition. This work is fundamental to all 
later studies, replacing as it does the earlier work of 
Reiske. 

The Julianic orations of Libanius each survive with 
varying manuscript density, indicative of the taste 
for Libanian oratory among the later Byzantines. 
Thus for Or. 12, 27 MSS. survive; for 13, 48; for 14, 
27; for 15, 32; for 16,33; for 17, 59; for 18,49 j for 
24, 26. Sixteen MSS. are common to all these orations, 
and of these Foerster used as the basis of his text : 

C: 	Chisianus R VI. 43 of 11th/12th centuries. 
A : Monacensis 	483 (once Augustanus) : basically 

of the loth century but for Or. 12. 1-63 
(€1T'f.L8~), 14. 16 (is£wv)-15. 42 (K€KpUTrJKW'i wU"), 
18. 38 (aAAa .OTf)-50 (Ta~ 8'), this has been 
replaced by a 13th-century hand. For 18. 50
298 (fLEytU"·WV) the text is lacking. 

P: 	Vaticanus Palatinus 282, of 14th century. 
U: 	Urbinas 126; dated to 1316 A.D. 

V: 	Vindobonensis XCIII, of 12th century (with 
scholia). 

I: 	Marcianus Append. XCI. 2, of 14th century. 
Iv 
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M : Marcianus 437, of 15th century. 
B: Barberinus II. 41, of 15th century. 

The basic MSS. are grouped broadly into two 
families, with considerable variation in the different 
orations. Thus for 12-16, CAP consistently show the 
characteristics of one family, VIBM those of the 
other, and U, despite a connection with I, shows 
traces of a mixed tradition. For 24, however, the first 
family is represented by CAPBM, the second by 
VUI. Only CAY remain throughout free from any 
mixture of tradition, so that their importance is of 
the greatest. 

EDITIONS 

The editio princeps, the Ferrara edition of Soteri
anus Capsalis (1517), contains 12, 14, 15 of these 
orations. Morel (Libanii Orationum, Tomus II, 1627), 
using the Ferrara edition, supplemented by P, Par. 
3016, and Vat. 939, published 12-15, 17 and an in
complete version of 18. Olearius (Leipzig, 1702), 
using a transcript of Bodl. Barocc. 219, first published 
24, and this, with Or. 2, an incomplete version of 
16 (1-36) and 18 complete, appeared in Fabricius, 
Bibl. Gr. vii. 145-378 (Hamburg, 1715). The first 
consolidated edition of these orations was under
taken by J. J. Reiske and was produced after his 
death by his widow (Libanii Sophistae Orationes et 
Declamationes [4 vols.] : Altenburg, 1791). For this A 
and the Wolfenbiittel Codex were used in conjunction 
with the editions of Morel and Ferrara. However, 
the actual text is often that of Morel, with the many 
conjectures that Reiske had previously. advanced in 
his Animadversiones; vol. V (Leipzig, J766), mainly 
appearing in the notes; but it remained the standard 
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text until superseded by Foerster's Teubner text 
(Leipzig, 1903-1927; 12 vok) These orations appear 
as part ofvol. II of Foerster's edition. An unpublished 
edition of ten orations, by E. Monnier (c. 1860), in 
which 16 and 24 appear, exists in copies in the 
Sorbonne and Dumbarton Oaks (if. Petit, Libanius et 
la vie municipale aAntiocke, p. 8 ; Downey, P.A.P.S. 
cili [1959J, pp. 654-655). Cobet's textual work, which 
first appeared in Mnemosyne, is collected in Miscel
lanea Critica (Lugd. Bat., 1876) and Collectanea 
Critica (1878). 

TRANSLATIONS 

The orations edited by Morel and Fabricius were 
accompanied by Latin translations, that of Morel 
being very indifferent. The translation offered by 
Fabricius was the competent work of Olearius. The 
sole English translation of any of these orations is 
that of 17 and 18 by C. W. King in the Bohn Library's 
Julian the Emperor (London, 1888). 

HISTORICAL SOURCES 

Other than Libanius himself, the chief ancient 
sources for the career of Julian are: 

Julian: ed. W. C. Wright, 3 vols. (Loeb), 1913. 
Julian: Epistulae, Leges, Fragmenta, ed. Bidez and 

Cumont (Paris ;Les Belles Lettres andO.U.P.), 
1922=E.L.F. 

Julian: fEuvres completes, ed. Bidez, Rochefort, 
Lacombrade (Paris; Les Belles Lettres), 2 vols. 
in 4, 1924-1964. 

Am...rpjanus Marcellinus: Histories, ed. Rolfe (Loeb), 
:; vols. (especially Books 15-25). 

lvii 



LIBANIUS 


Chrysostom (John): Oration on S. Babylas, Migne, 
P.G. 50. 545 ff. 

Codex Theodosianus: ed. Mommsen. 
Eunapius: Lives oftke Sophists, ed. Wright (Loeb). 
Eunapius: Histories, ed. MUller (F.H.G., vol. V), 

Didot. 
Gregory Nazianzen: Orations 4-5 (Invectives 

against Julian), Migne, P.G. 35. 531 ff. Trans
lated by King in Julian tke Emperor. 

Mamertinus: Gratiarum Actio Juliano (Panegyrici 
Latini,O.C.T.). 

Socrates: Historia Ecclesiastica, Bk. 3, c. 1-2S. 
Sozomen: Historia Ecclesiastica, Bks. 5 and 6. 1-2. 
Themistius: Orationes, ed. Dindorf, 18S2 (repr. 

1961). 
Themistius: Orationes, ed. Downey, vol. 1 (Teub

ner), 1964. 
Zosimus: Histories, ed. Mendelssohn, 1887 (repr 

1963), Book S. 

MODERN LITERATURE 

An exhaustive bibliography dealing with Julian, 
Libanius and the history of Antioch is to be found 
in P. Petit, Libanius et la vie municipale a Antiocke, 
Paris, 1955, and in G. Downey, A History of Antioch 
in Syria, Princeton, 1961. 

Other literature particularly relevant to the pre
sent volume is : 

A l1ar~' lu':- l' 4..."..lnl Pn..~" 1 O()fL 1 ()1 {\P • r1J.1. u. tI "(;~1(; 11 .J..J.YV(J(lUlIt, .&. U.L~..::J, ..... vvv--..,I.;:J ... V. 

J. Bidez: La Vie de l'empereur Julien, Paris, 1930. 
P. de J onge : " Scarcity of corn and corn prices in 

Ammianus Marcellinus," !rlnemosyne (Ser. 4), i, 
pp 238-245 (1948). 
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G. Downey: 	" Julian the Apostate at Antioch," 
Church Histo1'!l, viii (1939), pp. 305 fr. 

G. Downey: 	"Julian and Justinian and the unity 
of faith and culture," ib. xxviii (1959), pp. 7 fr. 

G. Downey': Economic Crisis at Antioch under Julian 
(in Studies in Social and Economic History in 
honour of A. C. Johnson), Princeton, 1951. 

W. 	 Ensslin: " Kaiser Julians Gesetzgebungswerk 
und Reichsverwaltung," Klio, xviii (1923), pp. 
104-199. 

A. 	J. Festugiere: Antioche paienne et chretienne, 
Paris, 1959. 

R. Foerster and K. Muenscher : " Libanius," P.W 
xii. 2. 2485-2551. 

J. Geffcken: Kaiser Julianus, Leipzig, 1914. 
A. H. M. Jones: Social and Economic History of the 

Later Roman Empire, Oxford, 1964. 
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" 	 I If""
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a Oration IS, requested by Julian at the first meeting with 
Libanius upon his arrival in Antioch (July A.D. S6~). and 
referred to in Ep. 786: fLLKPa. ~E o.v.r6v dVo.1To.tlaas Ko.' ,..qv 1T6Atv 
, 1\ \. 'J. 1 "\ 1 \1.. \ 1 \ (J Io.fLlNIo.L, m'l'j'wv €v'I'pavas, E"KE"II€VE" fL€ 1\.:-y€W Ka.L €mov 1TapaKI\f/ E"t" 
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AN ADDRESS TO JULIAN a 

1. IN company with the worship of the gods, Sire, 
there has also returned the reverence for the practice 
of eloquence, not merely because eloquence is per
haps no small part of such worship, but also because 
you have been inspired towards reverence for the 
gods by eloquence itself. So there must surely have 
been room in your palace for it, since it has come to 
pass that it is responsible for our present blessings.b 

2. Hence it comes, as though garbed for some trium
phal procession, rejoicing in its own good fortune and 
in that of all mankind. Lengthy discourse it post
pones for the future, fn its desire to appear before 
you with speed and vigour and to grant us the grace 
of Hermes, the Muses and yourself, for if your verdict 
is one of approval, all will be well. 3. Ofall who have 
essayed such a task as this, I, and I alone, have been 
induced to take courage, not through any special 
powers of eloquence on my part, nor through any 
surpassing skin, but because any object of affection is 
lovely to the lover's eye, so that, abjuring minute 
examination, he hails it as a nonpareil. 4. And you 
have long held a place here among us, and, in con
sequence, the arrival of each fresh sophist to display 
his eloquence inspireS in me the dread that he may 

• , , , , ~\ , , a a A , ".1. •• 

OVK ~IIOXI1:!)actS'. () aE ~npTt~TO ",E}'C1.£WI' P.OL TO 'lrpOo£p.£ov· ~'I''!)I' yap 
, " " I \ ~. \ \ A' \ A' A (d §3)aUTOl' Ell 'lrpootlUqJ 'Ir!lI'T!l Tap.c. K[!/\ct VOIU~1V V'lr0 TOU Epall cJ' • 
,. ,t, It:! 

Kctl OU1'WS' ~'i>~t'TJ. 

b Of. Or. 18. 157 ft. 
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7Tpo#av KaO' inrep#oA~V JglAaJlifiE, 7'OtOV7'dV 7'1, Kat. 
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 ~,
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I 'QI , '\ , J..' I' I '" R 407 JlTJv EVUVS EV a/\ovP'Ytat 7'pa't'EV7'wv ° 7'0. 1TpW7'a 
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Q Ale. fro 33 (Bergk.). 
b Notably Constantius Chlorus, his grandfather: cf. Or. 

18. 8. 59. 14 ff. Eutrop. 10. 1. 2. 
D For Julian's schooldays in Constantinople aj. Or. 18. 

11 if. 
II Per contra. the same argument is used to justify heredi
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prove a better orator than I, and may depart after 
upsetting the opinion you used to hold of me . 
. 5. So may I fittingly begin with the words of AI

caeus of Lesbos ?a " Thou hast come from the ends 
of the earth," though not, as he put it, with parade of 
II swordhilt ivory with gold o'erlaid,n but with heart 
of pure gold directing the world aright, and though 
you have great models in your own family, you prove 
even the greatest of them to be but petty in com
parison with your own. 6. Legend has it, with regard 
to the descendants of Aeacus, that though Aeacus 
himself was a man of might, his offspring were more 
renowned for their deeds until, when the line of 
descent came to Achilles, it blazed forth 'with glory 
unsurpassed. Now we see just such another example: 
noble sires II begat a nobler son and themselves 
suffered this most happy reverse and extended it to 
all men alike, for when, excelling others, they are 
themselves inferior to someone else, they prove those 
whom they excel to be yet more inferior to him. 7. 
So you began your supremacy long ago, even before 
your reign began, for your childhood days were not 
like those of the others, nor was the basis of your 
career at all similar.c In fact, the holder of a private 
station originally is more experienced with regard to 
administration than those brought up from birth in 
the purple, since he has a practical knowledge of the 
problems with which he will have to dea1.d 8. So you 
are superior to those who ascended the throne before 
it was proper for them to do so, for you came to it 
buv monarchy. Or. 59. 1~ f. Constantine and his sons are 
i~pIicitly critl'c'ized here, for Constantine began his imperial 
career by usurpation and his sons were elevated to the throne 
in boyhood. Julian however, was now over 30, and of 
better education than any of his predecessors. 
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9 'E ' " \ I ,.. 
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<I '" ~ I " \ J. \ 't l'
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" ... l!\ \ ~, , ~ \ '" I ,
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VEO'T7}TU 1Tap£wv. 10. OOKWV oe puaLAEtq, 1TaV'TaxO
1 ,-" "'" \ A"8EV 1TpE1TELV Ka£ K£VWV E1T£ TOV'TO Tas TWV OpWVTWV 

\ I fI , ,.. f I \ I , f 1\ 
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1 aoiJ lI!ss•• Re.: vou F. 

a Liballius began his career as a private teacher in Con
stantinople in A.D. 840il (Or. 1. 31 ff.). Here. as in Or. 18. 
he omits any mention of Julian's relegation to Macellum. 
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when it was better so. It is for another reason that 
you excel those who have obtained it as you have 
done, or rather it is for the same reasons that you are 
superior to both types, because of your education and 
the eloquence with which the gods in their know
ledge of the future nurtured your soul from your 
youth up, long since fashioning you for your present 
station.· They felt it to be wrong that, while any 
intending chariot driver must perform this function 
skilfully or come to grief along with his team, the 
aspirant to the reins of government over the whole 
world should venture on such a great career in 
ignorance of it and, though more impressive than his 
subjects in his dress, he should be lacking in the 
nobler attributes. 

9. He began his learning at about the same time 
as I began my teaching.a Though sprung of the stock 
we know, he put aside all pride and made his way to 
the.schoolroom, placing himself on the same level as 
others, and by his respect for the principle of equality 
here he earned affection and yet gained a glorious 
victory, for the seed sown in him was the same as in 
others, but in its fruits he surpassed all young stuM 

dents. 10. On every count he was held to be fitted 
for the throne and he inspired observers to make this 
comment: so, to prevent the spread of such talk 
among the mass of the people in a proud city, he was 
sent to stay in Nicomedeia, as being a place of less 
importance. 11. But this was the cause of untold 
blessings both for himself and for the world, for there 
was hidden there a spark of prophetic fire that had 
barely escaped the hinds of the disbelievers. Hence, 

but resumes with his second departure from Constantinople 
for Nicomedeia c. A.D. 84S. 
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A "" , I t I 'y
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1 xpovov MSS.: xopov F. (conj. Re.). 

a Bidez ( Vie de l'empereur Jul ien, p. 57), suggests that this 
influence towards divination was associated with Libanius. 
who was teaching there until A.D. 34.8/9. 

b Julian obtained fun freedom of movement only with 
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Sire, as you first began to seek out hidden lore, you 
were soothed by its utterances and checked the 
violence of your hatred for the gods.a 12. Upon your 
arrival in Jonia, you beheld a man wise both in repute 
and in reality, b heard of the gods who fashioned and 
maintain this whole universe, gazed upon the beauty 
ofphilosophy and tasted of its sweetest springs. Then 
you quickly cast off your error and, lionlike, burst 
your bonds, released yourself from darkness and 
grasped truth instead of ignorance, the real instead 
of the false, our old gods instead of this recent 
intruder and his baneful rites. 13. To this more 
auspicious season you linked oratory, and this too 
was the doing of the gods, who led your intellect to 
greatness through the study of Plato for you to 
undertake great issues with exalted spirit, and 
confirmed now both in fluent speech and in know
ledge of truth, even before you could succour our 
religion, you began to indicate that if opportunity 
offered you would not neg leet it. You wept at the 
ruin of our temples, lamented at their rape, grieved 
at their violation, and allowed those about you to ob
serve in your present pain the aid to come. C 14. With 
the revival of such hopes, all the elite of intellect on 
continent and island aligned itself with you in good 
will, and united in preparing for you the throne, not 
by force of arms or point of sword, but by hidden 

Gallug' appointment as Caesar in A.D. 851. He immediately 
went to Julianus, the neo-Platonist at Pergamum, and thence 
to Maximus of Ephesus, where his conversion was immediate
--d ____1~... ~. ~~ " •• ~~~ v..C! A7g # T..l:a... J;! T. 7l' "j" 111 
(111 \;Vll1jJH:::',o'V Ii f.i/_ .&,;JUIlQ,p. .J.,J .. "J! v .11., u UU U, J.:J • .JJ.~ • l"Vt.L ". 

For Maximus see also Lib. Or. 18. 155, 12. 33 f. 
~ Al;l indication of the strength of the pagan " under

}Jround " movement against Constantius' religious poliCies, 
and of Julian's readiness to support it. 
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II Of. Julian, Or. 7. 281 d. For Christian suspicions (post 
I1ventum) cf. Soer. H.E. 3. 1. 16 if., Greg. Naz. Or. 4.30 iI. 
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ORATION XIII, 14-18 


prayer and secret sacrifice, and every seer was en
gaged upon his task, desiring foreknowledge of 
what we now see; and the gods gave their gracious 
approva1. 15,. S~ you were emperor long before you 
donned this imperial robe, and you held sway in fact 
even before assuming this guise; for when there 
exists in any man the wish to be ruled, even if the 
object of his longing be not yet placed over him, it 
is yet enthroned in the hearts of its devotees. 16. 
And the gods rejoiced at your conversion and began 
to present to you and to prepare for you the rewards 
for the activities you had determined upon and were 
to fulfil on their behalf.a They prepared for you the 
throne and presented you with salvation: at a time 
when the sea surged under storms of slander, when 
ships that sailed thereon were submerged or on 
beam ends, and waves rose high over the gunwales, 
they sent the Dioscuri from the council chamber of 
the gods in heaven and snatched your bark from the 
midst of the breakers.b 

17. The details of this I have refrained from 
developing, as far as possible, so casting my narrative 
as I knew, would please you; for in your sublime 
generosity you granted pardon for the memory of 
injuries received even to those who had injured you. 
This attitude I shall try to maintain in my narrative, 
but if the facts utterly forbid it, Sire, pray forgive me. 

18. Yet again it occ~rs to me that all that seemed 
to rob you of distinction has, by will of heaven, 
actually been part of your nobler destiny. At any 
rate, when deprived of the power of moving freely to 

b Covert reference to Julian's dangerous position after 
the fall of Gallus in A.D. 354: cf. Or. 18.24 tr., Amm. Marc. 
14.2. 7 tr.• JuHan. Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 272 fr. 
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a Of. 01'. 12.36. For Julian at Athens cf. Or. 18. 27 ff., 
Julian, ibid. 273 c if., Amm. Marc. 15.2. 8. (A.D. 355). 

b The gardens of Alcinoiis gave fruit throughout the year; 
Homer, Od. 7. 112 if. . 

C Athens, the legendary met·ropolis of Ionia, had been 
for centuries the foremost university centre of Greece, a 
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ORATION XIII, 18-21 


whatever place you wished, you were confined in the 
place to which you would quickly have made your way 
were the power yours.a You were sent to the most 
ancient, sapient and reverend of cities, the beloved of 
gods and men alike, to Athens, and it was just like 
Alcinoiis, seeking to punish one of the Phaeacians, 
keeping him confined in his garden. ~ 19. The same 
situation, then, was profit both to the city and your
self, for you viewed the city and the city gained 
an ally, bound by the unwritten ties of kindliness 
to bestow continual favour upon the inheritance of 
Athena. The city, I said, was viewed by you, for you 
were so filled with eloquence from Ionia that with 
regard to wisdom you had no need of its mother city, 
and you could display in what is nonnally the home 
oflearning those gifts that you had brought with you 
at your coming. c 

20. The events that followed show still more clearly 
that your life has been ordered by divine counsel, 
and that the gods have girt you about and watched 
over you with loving care, freeing you from fear and 
elevating you to power, not effecting it by gradual 
process of change over a long period of time, but 
granting you empire in a sudden upheaval d-the 
usual way of the gods, that brooks no delay but 
attaches immediate fulfilment to their decrees. 21. 
So they removed you from Athens in your student's 
gown and promptly revealed you in the dress usual to 

place it still struggled to maintain. Its specialization, how
ever, was in rhetoric, which was regarded as of less account 
than philosophy, and· this for most pagans was represented 
by Neoplatonism. 

d This expression of triumph is deliberately resumed in 
the pathos of the lament of Or. 18. 284: a. borrowing from 
Thuc. 2. 53. 

~IilA~*~1Il4H@ 
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a For Julian's departure from Athens and elevation to 
the rank or Caesar c/. Or, 18,31, Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 
275 a b, Amm. Marc. 15. 8. 2 fT., Zos. 3. 1. 

b As the murderer of Julian's kinsmen. &. charge often 
levelled bv Julian and Libanius. 

c For Constantius'suspicions ef. Julian, wid. 277 d, 281 d t 

Zos. loe. cit., Lib. Or. 1~. 44, 18.36 :If. 
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the emperor.a Constantius, who presented it, was 
inevitably distrustful and yet induced to trust you, 
now restrained by his own guilty conscience, b now 
encouraged'by the loyalty of your nature, and his 
attitude often wavered until finally fear gave way to 
confidence.c 22. Yet it was on no smooth and easy 
course, such as you might expect a colt to be given 
when first put between the shafts, that you began 
your reign. L,ike a sailor starting on his maiden 
voyage from tlie Sicilian strait, that most hazardous 
of passages, as Homer proves and Thucydides con
firms,a so from the west, the seat of war, you launched 
out upon the start of your imperial duties. 23. Your 
outward seeming was that of receiving part of what 
we then had! in reality, you were getting something 
that was not yet there. Your journey took you to 
cities that existed more in name than in fact, not to 
acquaint you with living communities but to create 
new ones. You were like some founding father, 
colonizing a region deserted and barren of neighbour
ing peoples. 24. For the barbarian flood had in
undated the wealth of Gaul, or rather had rendered 
up to the barbarians all that Gaul possessed, for they 
blazed no trail of destruction but held possession of 
all that they could get and grew stronger on what 
they acquired from it.1l You were not content 
merely to stay their outrages, nor did you consider it 
enough just to take no harm, though to be sure the 

II Homer, Od. 12. 73 ff., 235 ff. Thuc. 4~ 24. Julian was 
appointed Caesar in November and left for Gaul in mid
winter. A.D. 35516. 

, For the overrunning of Gaul by the Alemanni since the 
revolt of Ma~nentius and his defeat at Mursa in A.D. 353 cr. Julian, ibtd. 279 a if.• Zos. loc. cit.• Amm. Marc. 15. 8. 
iff., 16. 2. 12, Lib. Or. 12. 44 ff., 18. 34 ff. 
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a Homer, Iliad, 2. 484. 

b Julian wrote an account of the Battle of Strasburg 
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ORATION XIII, 24-28 


first preoccupation of anyone encircled by flames is 
not to ge t burned. But you could not endure to look 
upon the sun with level gaze if you did not make sour 
for them their joy in victory, and turn to their despite 
the loot with which they so exultantly made off. It 
was not those who had surrendered it, but you who 
attempted to retrieve it, that felt the disgrace. 

25. At this point of the narrative, a Homer would 
have said, " Speak to me now, ye Muses, who live in 
Olympian dwellings." a I, however, would fain beg 
of you to tell how everything came to pass. Nor is 
there need for you to utter a word about it: it will 
suffice to provide the history that you composed 
about your own campaigns, a general turned his
torian.b 26. Yet such topics will serve as matter for 
full-scale oratory on some occasion hereafter, when 
heaven commands me to launch out upon the main.C 

For the moment I shall relate your achievements in 
summary, for their renown has traversed the world. 

27 . You revealed the hunters hunted and their 
cowering quarry in pursuit, ravagers restoring 
plunder and the ravaged recovering it: you have 
changed fear and courage, strength and weakness, 
about, so that you have thrust panic into your foes 
and transferred their ascendancy into your own 
subjects. 28. You could never have effected this 
without the help of Athena. You got her from 
Athens to be your comrade in counsel and partner 
in action, just as Heracles did when he went for 
the monstel' Cerberus d: in the light of reason you 

(Argentoratum) in A.D. 357, cf. Juiian, Epistulae. Leges. 
F1·agm.enta, ed. Bidez-Cumont (=E.L.F.), pp. 212 £. 

C A promise partly fulfilled in Or. 12 (To Julian as Consul) 
and completed 'Nith great pathos in Or. 18 (the Epifaphios). 

d Of. Homer, niad. 8, 366 ff., Od. 11. 623ff. 
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a Of. Herod. 1. 66. For Julian's reconstruction of Gaul 
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sawall correctly, by force of arms you performed 
all nobly; you sent no soldiers out from their lines 
to fight while you sat in your tent and heard of the 
fighting by hearsay, but by stamp of foot and move 
of hand, by poise of spear and grasp of sword, you 
encouraged your men with the blood of the foe, an 
emperor in strategy, a commander in tactics, a hero 
in combat. 29. In sober truth, you often returned 
requiring your gear to be cleaned, covered as it 
was with the blood of the barbarian, and a table, 
no different from that of the rank and file, then 
received you. While demanding of yourself the per
formance of greater deeds than theirs, greater luxury 
you refused., so. So the fruits of all this are that the 
cities of Gaul have risen again, by the labours of the 
barbarian, as we look on. For, just as the shackled 
Spartans worked for their conquerors the land they 
had tried to wrest from Tegea,a so they too were 
compelled to rebuild the cities they had ruined, and 
their hands, schooled in devastation, were taught to 
engage in reconstruction. SI. The population for 
these towns was not drawn from the peasantry, nor 
yet was it a motley throng composed of any Tom, 
Dick or Harry. In consequence, the restoration of the 
inanimate features of the cities to their former state 
was not accompanied by a deterioration in their more 
vital element, but you used every endeavour to re
store the homes to the locality and their inhabitants 
to their homes. Men, women and children began to 
return from base slavery to the prosperity of times 
past, and they were still maintained, but now as 
«"ste"'" "-y .t."- ___ s--- .t'_t1••••1.._ l..hA -~~~ ~n;~rna Ad, u tIlU:;C <lJUC lUlA Vl'llU UUU UU,,"O;:; JU(UU~ 

a.nd the restoration of Game captives cj. Julian, ibid. 280 c. 
Lib.O-r. 18.75 if.• .l'\mm. ~,larc. 11. 10 ff.• IS. 1 if. 
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~\ I " f ~\ \1 J.. 1 ,
OE 1TaV7'ES EI-''1]VVOV. ° OE I\oyos 't'EPOI-'EVOS EtS 

,~ " 18' t \ II! \ \
'1]oovs EVE1TEUEV. El.' 01, I-'EV EVX0V'TO UE 1TEpt TOV 

R 415 cP7jVOV I-"VE£V, ot 0' av 17'Ept I tP7jVOV o£a~7jvat UE 
\ T' \ J..I \" , 0""TOV ~yp'1]Ta Kat a't',at I-'EV ETepov o,V'T'tTax '1]vat,
\ ~ \ \ II' , ~ At \ , I 

ae oE 	Kat EpUo,tS E1TtOEt\la£ T1]V atXI-''1]v, 
IIA <:' \ '" ... " '"88 • yal-'o,t OE TWV uTpaT£wTwv EKEWWV, ot. 

,L I I A Ie"", , 
aTE't'avoVI-'EVOV aE TOtS Tp017'awts OpwVTES OVK 
" \ f) ... \' \ 'f) ,J..~1]VEyKav 111'1 17'Ept ELVat TOV EK 1\(, WV UTE'F'VQV 
~ \ Iy \ \ Il ' " A

VELVOV V0l-'L!:,OV'T'ES TO 1-''1] UVl-'fJatVEI.V TOVVOl-'a TOIS 
" ~\ I~ \ \ ... I 
EPJlOLS 1-''1]0E UVVq.O€(,V T1]V T£1-'1JV TatS VtKatS. 

\ I I , ~ '" ,~ 8' I I
KaI\OVU1]S TO(,VVV a.VT1]S T1]S avopaya tas TO yEpas 
l' 	 ,.. '\ t/ , ,'e

EV 17'0tOVVTES '1]KOI\OV 1]O"av, W0"17'EP aptUT<p aTpa-
I \' I ~~, ,\,.. I 

TtW77J UKEV1]V a.I-'EtvW otOOV'T'ES aV'T't T1]S XE£pOVOS. 
Q \ ~\ A \ J.. ' " c ,04. TaVT£ OE TatS I-'EV 't'aI.VOI-'Eva.LS ava.YKatS V1T 
" ,~,.. ,,"" \ I ,I, ! J.. t \
EKELVWV EvpaTO, Ta£s OE KPV17'T0I-'EvatS 't'1]'t'0tS V17'0 

TWV 8EWV EKVPOVTO TWV TE 0"V1-'17'apaTagal-'€VWV
,"',.. "f) () I " "1\aVT<p TWV TE avw €V TE Eaf.LEVWV Tas I-'axas. W 

\ \, r ~ ... J.. ,\ I t,\ ~ 
VVKTOS EKEW'1]S tEpas, W 't't OVEtKtaS 017' tTWV 
• f)' ... 8 IQ ~ n;,1 " ,

EV €OV, W 0PVfJOV 17'01-'17''1]S '1]VWVOS, W f.LaKapLas 

a0"17'toos ~ I T6V T7js avapp~o"EwS loiga.TO v61-'0v F 75 
~ I \ , ll' Q! t 

17'pE17'wowTEpa aot 17'aV'TOS EtWllOTOS ,..,'1]l-'aTOS. ws 
\ \ \ ,,\ ~ ()" I'l \ ~ I 1\ '\

Kal\OV I-'EV UOV TO v£W EtO"uat T1]V VOULV, KaI\I\WV 
",,' • I \ I \ \ "./. ' \ ~ \ o EKEtVWV TO KaTE17'ELY€W T1]V 1\'1]'t'tV, €17'tEtKES' oE 

\ \ ~ I \ 8 1 J. 
TO 17'Ept TOV 17'E17'paYl-'EVOV TOV VI-'OVI-'EVOV 17'paVVE£V, 
,~" ~\ I \ \ \ QI A ~ ()'R 416 avopEtOv OE TO 1-''fJ 17'pOS ,..,tav TOV 00 EV'TOS 
, ,.. .... ., f1 " , " " A ~I\ _ , 

EK17'Eo"EtV. 30. OTE 01] 17'0Mwv Et1VWV I-'vptO£S 

a Julian, ibid. 284 a ff., gives hi" own version of hi.s 
proclamation as Augustus in Paris in A.D. 860. Amm. 
1'1 arc. 20. 4 gives the most detailed and impartial account, 
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ORATION XIII, 31-35 


tained them as sla.ves. And their maintenance was 
com, a reward of peace. 32. Many messengers sped 
to your senior colleague, but none requested an army 
of reinforcement: all bore tidings of victory. The 
news spread and burst upon the Persians, and then 
they prayed for you to stay in the Rhineland, while 
the Germans prayed for you to cross the Tigris and 
for someone else to be pitted against them, while 
you bared your blade against the Persians too. 

33. Blessings upon those soldiers who saw you 
crowned with victories and could not forebear to 
place upon your head the jewelled crown! They 
thought it shameful for your title not to match your 
deeds and for your station not to be attuned to your 
victories. So your very valour invited its reward, 
and they rightly followed its lead, as in the presenta
tion to a fine soldier of finer gear instead of the second 
rate. 34. This action, that they performed in con
sequence of what they regarded as necessity, was 
ratified by the secret decisions of the gods, who 
ranged themselves at his side and from heaven 
gazed upon his battles. Ah, holy night, inspired 
discontent of the soldiery and tumult more joyous 
than any triumph! Ah, blessed shield, that received 
the ritual of proclamation more fittingly for you than 
any usual dais! How noble it was of you to reject 
the offer; how nobler of them to insist on its accept
ance, how sensible to seek the abatement of your 
angel' at the deed, and how steadfast not to be 
diverted from their offer into violence.a 35. And . 
from which it is dear that the situation was to some extent 
manipulatf'd by Julian. The three accounts given by 
Libanius (Or. 12.59 if., 13.33 f., 18.95 if.) are analysrd by 
Petit, " Recherches sur la publication et Is. diffusion des 
discours de Libanius," Historia, 5 (1956), pp. 479 ff. 
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\ \ ,~\ \ ,\ \ ..., ~ I 
/\V1T1]pav OVOE TOUS aVTOVS Kat. KpaTELV KaL oaKpv~ 

_'-\\l' I... I ,f/
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"I' \ t '\ll A f \... , ... 
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R \ I " " ff , II \fJaUL/\EVELV TO, 1TaVTa E1TOI.T}UEV, WUTE UOL TE KaIJapOV 

ff , lJ \ , " I ll.... F 76aL/LaTos YEVEUVal. TO KpaTOS EKELVCfJ TE TL/L1]U1]vaL
\ " ...., .... \ ... "7TOV VEKpOV f.K TOU TP01TOV T1]S TE/\EVT1JS. i). 

, ..., ~ 0'" \" ,~ ,
KaLTOL Kav E/. ULv"PCfJ KpL 1]vaL T1]v EpLV EOET}UEV, 
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" f R \ ~\... \ , \ \ 
av aL/La, fJpaXV OE TOVTO KaL /LLKpOV. 1T 1]V yap
'\ , ~ ... \' fI:J:. \ 1 

O/\I.'YWV KO/LL01] /\OXWV OL1TEP ,/uav Kf.Ko/\aKEvp,EVO£, 
f I f/ , I \,~ , \' \R 417 0 UTpaTLwT1]S a1Tas OVVE1TVEL KaL EoOKEL /LEV Em 

\ I f \ ~\ \ /:, " "8
UE TPEXELV, V1T0 OE UOL TETa~o/LEVos 1]1TEL'YETO. i). 

I 1" 'if A I '\ 0 I 
TI. OVV av TLS TWV 1TaVTWV /LaAtUTa aV/LauELEj 

, \... ~ , J.. \ \ '11\ \ .... 
1TOTEPOV T1]v TOV OLKaLOV .,..v/\aK'1jv 1] T1]v TWV 

f , , \ ... \ \ ft' \ \ \ 
E1TOJ.LEVWV apET1Jv 1] T1Jv KaLV1Jv ooov KaL TO 1TPOU

II Vadomal'ius: Amm. Marc. 21. 3 ff., ct. Julian, iMd, 
279 (' tr.t 286 a. 

11 Constant ius died at Mopsucrene in Cili«ia in Novem· 
her A.D. 361. To Julian (E.L.F. No. 28, 882 b c) and to 
Libanius this was a divine dispensation. for Julian became 
indisputably sole Augustus, and the empire was saved from 
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when many tribes had been summoned to oppose 
you by enormous payments, you captured their 
leader a without difficulty and inflicted upon him 
the disgrace reserved for felons, teaching him, by the 
lash upon his ribs, not to make money in this way. 
Though you, Sire, perhaps laughed such plots to 
scorn, we could not but wonder whether there was 
room for confidence. The all-seeing all-hearing Sun 
knows what our feelings then were, and what the end 
of the war for which we prayed, and this the gracious 
god granted, and more gloriously than any could have 
hoped. 86. For he did not allow the clash of army with 
army or the baring of the sword, nor did he let kins
men win their spurs over kinsmen, the staining of 
the earth with the blood of their dear ones, or the 
fulfilment of a victory disastrous for the victors, 
where success and lamentation became synonymous. 
He removed from the scene that rival, whose destiny 
it was to depart, and placed the whole world under a 
specialist in empire. Thus your dominion was kept 
free of bloodshed, and the dead man was honoured 
in consequence of the manner of his dying.b 37. And 
yet if the conflict had had to be resolved by the 
sword, the result would have been no different. Blood 
would have flowed, but not much, and not for long. 
Except for very few regiments which had been mis
led, the whole army was of one mind, resolved to take 
your side and insisting on being under your command. 
38. What then of all these occurrences would excite 
most admiration-your maintenance of the right, 
the valour of your followers, the novelty of your 

yet another bout of civil war. Constantius was buried with 
fun imperial honours • .Julian himself assisting at the cere
mony: Amm. Marc. 21. 16.20, Lib. Or. IS. 120. 
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\ 
~ 

I, f 
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,,, , '\ 1 1 , IQ ~ 

TO 'ITPWTOV) OU 'ITOI\E[.LLOU [.LUJEL, KaL (JVVEf-I'I} VII 
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., \ '" 1 1J:\8'ayYEI\OS'. Kat, a [.L'I}VV(JOVTES'II\ 011 aKOV(JaVTf:S 

) .... \8 41 "" .... ~ "Ia1TTjl\ OV. • Kat OU TO. [.LEV TOV oat[.LolI('OV TOLaVTa, 
t \}\ 1\ ".... 1 ~"' .... 4 

at OE 'ITOI\EtS TjTTW TTjS 'ITpOU'I}~OV(JTjS 'l}OOV'l}S 

" 8 J\ \' " " 8 1 ....Tj(J Tj(Jav, aI\I\ EL 'ITaVTES av PW'lTOL vO(JTj[.Lan KOWCP 

" ',,/..8 \..., I 8 "" 't 1J.TWV O'f' all.[.Lwv E(JTEpTj[.L€VOL EOV TLVOS E!.~aL'f'VTjS 

" \ ".1. > 1\ a ' ,\ r I
€VVOLq. Tas O'f'ELS a'IT(;lI.a./"ov, OVK av /-,€L-;,OVWS 

1 JA8tZv F.: .EXf£V 1IISS. 

Z oouvaL F., Morel (Monacensis gr. 13= Mo): 06v7'll Re. 
(other 11185.). 

3 ~ 7'~V uo..pa. -r&i:,.' 'AAL:,tT:"OX'W~' 0'0' Tfpeno'UGav ;a:;~'PotaJ!: here 
inserted by Morel from Mo. Rc. rejected as gloss. 

• ~()O~, MSS.: ~oov~v F. (conj. Re.). 

a For Julian's advance along the Danube in summer A.D. 
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progress whereby, though expected to take an over
land route, you sailed along allowing observation of 
your movements, for the most part, only after attain
ing your objective, or that voyage that inspired panic 
among savage tribes, or the wondrous gifts they 
brought to the river bank, each of them purchasing 
the diversion of the armada from their lands? a 

89. That river I adore : to me it is more beautiful 
than Enipeus in. its beauty b and more kindly than 
the fertilizing Nile, for it received on its propitious 
stream the vessels that brought freedom to all men. 
40. And, to mention something even more notable 
than my story so far, though many among the 
Cilicians were unaware of what had happened in their 
midst, you observed the event from the depths of 
Illyria, or rather, of Gaul,e whence you sailed to your 
inheritance, for the building of your fleet was origin
ally begun from your standpoint as the heir, not from 
hatred of your enemy. Hence there resulted the 
strangest paradox of all, that you yourself announced 
the tidings to the bearers of it, and they departed 
after hearing the news they had come to deliver. 
41. Nor was it the case that this was the handiwork 
of god while the cities had less joy in it than was 
proper. Their celebrations could not have been 
surpassed if all mankind had been afflicted with 
blindness in a universal disease and then suddenly, 
through the kindness of some divinity, had its sight 

361 cf. 01'. 18. 111. Amm. Marc. 21. 8 ff., Zos. 3. 10, Mamer
tin us, Grat. .Act. 6 fr. 

b The vale of Tempe, in Thessaly. 
C While at Vienne Julian had obtained foreknowledge 

by divination of Constantius' imminent death (Amm. Marc. 
21. 1. 6). This was confirmed by an omen before he received 
newS of it at Naissus, ibid. 22. 1. 2. 
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1 EXOp€Vao,v MSS., Re.: JXafYll!!o,v F. (conj. Cobet). 
2 KaTa.AVaas OVU: Oavtuiao,s ,11'.: Ko,T€AvaaS otJ.r' EBaup.aaas 

)fSS., Re. 

a Of. Or. 1. 119, Amm. Marc. :l72. ~., Zos. 3. 11. 
b Of. Pausanias 2. 27, 4, In later legend. Hippolytus, as a 

chaste huntsman and a favourite of Artemis, was raised 
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restored. Fear did not compel them to simulate 
gladness, but joy blossomed forth in all men's hearts 
and every private grief paled into insignificance at 
the event. Glad cries rose to heaven the whole 
world over, as men began to rejoice in town and in 
country, in houses, theatres, hills and plains, and, I 
would declare, on rivers, lakes and the high seas, 
from those who sailed thereon.t' 42. You were, 
for the body of our world, what in legend Asclepius 
was for Hippolytus.b You restored the dead to life, 
and now at last the title of emperor has gained 
fulfilment. You punished all whom it was wrong to 
let go scot-free, but levelled no charge against any
one who had any reason to escape. c You ended 
the ill treatment by the drivers of the relays of 
horses and mules originally organized for services 
of state.d 43. The governors of the provinces are 
governed by no thought of gain, but fear keeps them 
from wrong-doing and hope of distinction spurs 
them on to virtue.e Every vain expense has been 
rejected, every sordid source of income stopped, 
every justifiable grant honoured; for you, and you 
alone, have full knowledge of what and what not to 
give, as you console your soldiers for their labours 
by your gifts f and, with regard to the wonder
workers, you neither suppress their craft, since you 
consider it of benefit to the communities, nor wonder 
from the dead by Asclepius. Italian legend then transferred 
him to the grove of Diana at Aricia. 

r. For the trials at Chalcedon rf. Or. 18. 152, Amm. Marc. 
22.3. 

d The reform of the cursus publicus, Feb. A.D. 362: Cod. 
Th. 	8.5. 12, 11. 16. 10 (E.L.F. No. 67). 

e Of. Or. 18. 194: Julian, E.L.F. p. 86, n. 15 ff. 
! Of Cod. Th. 7. 4. 7-8, 6. 24. 1 (Jan. and l\.ug. A.D. 

362 =E.L.F. Nos. 63, 116-117). Muop. 370 b. 
27 



LIBANIUS 

TO O~ O~/,Wts crol4lp€tv. 44. Tpa.7T€~a. ol aot 

fk€Tpta I Kat uVCTO'tTOt IUaTwvoS' OfktArrrat, fkf.8' wv F 79 
, I f \ " t I \ 8 \1 \ 
EYP7JYOpos V1TEp yt]s a1Taa1]S Kat a/\aTT1]S, Kat. 

~ I A \ \ , , ... A I \ ~\ '" 
1Tapf.0pf.Vf.t L.ltt j-LEV f.V ovpav<p L.ltK1], aot of. 'TWV 

J1T~ y?1S oi aO~WTaTOt XalPOVTES TV ~opfj. rijs 
.1. '" <\ ~ t I , J..' 5' ~ \ J.. \
'f'vX1]S 1]v 1Tap 1]j-LEpav EK'f'EpEtS. 4. 1] O€ 'f'opa 

\ IIi' \ ... 3."
1TOtKLI\WT€pa 1TavTos, oLj-Lat, I\€tj-LWVOS. 'IS €aTt 

, " ,.. '\ ~ II '" 1 1 Ij-Lf.V KaL TO TatS' 1TOI\€atV E1TavopOWaat T1JV 1T€VtaV 
~t \ \ 1 , I '~I IR 4~O €~ f.1\1]l\aj-LEVatS' arxaLWV TE Kat QtKaLWV KT1Jj-LaTWV, 
(\ \ "~ I 11 I \ ~ I '" 
o TOVS' j-LEV WtDVS' Ot.KOVS' j-LEyaI\OVS f.7TOL1]a€, TOtS 
\.' \ ,.. 1 'J.. 1 ., \.' , , ,,\.' 
OE KOLVOLS' 1TEpt€X€€V aj-LOp'f'Lav, €TL OE TO TOUOf. 

1 \ \ 1 \ .... y \ \.' '" 1\ e \ 
Kal\l\tOll Tf. Kat j-LEtI;,OV, TO oOVvat 1TaI\LV f.OUS 

'f) I " " ,... I tI ..... av PW1TOLS E1TtTP01TOVS' 1Tal\at TOV YEVOVS' av€v TWV 

j-LEydAWll KvfiEpV1]TWV ElK~ ~f.pOj-L'VOV Kat. 1TEptp
1 ,.., 46 \ 1 <I

P1]yvvj-Lf.VOlJ TaLS 7T€TpaLS'. • Kat y€yOV€V, Wa1Tf.p 
• , \ '.1. I "',. \ '" \t \ •

EV EKM,L'f'fatV 1]I\LOV, TOU j-LEV €VOXI\OVVTOS' a1Tal\
\ 1 '" \.'\ , ~ " <;' I <;'1 , I 1
1\0.1'1], T''lS' OE aKTLVOS' E1Tavooos, TO OE aUTO Kat 

1 1\ fI t IJ.. \ I 
KOGj-L0S 1TOl\f.atV, WG1T€P Ot aTE'f'aVOt, Kat aw'T1]pwv, 
tI IJ..I \."~ \ 1 \\1 

WG1TEp TO. 'f'apfW-Ka. at Wll yap ytYVOVTaL Kal\l\tOVS, 
\.' \ 1 , , , J.. \ '" • '" ,\ 1
oLa TOVTWll €1T aG'f'al\ovS' 0pj-Lovat. Kat aot xapLS 
'J.. 1\ ,,' , " II \ '" '" 'A I~tIO'f'€LI\OtT av OVx 1]TTWll 1] f.l\aay<p T<P pKaot. 

R 421 TOU yap T~V €K TWV vawv I KaTaO€Zgat Ttj-L~V I TO F 80 
Q e~, ...., >1\

apEG €taall E1Tallayay€tv OVK f.l\aTTOV. 

4 N" '"'' "y,,' e .. \7. 1 Vll Katpoll av €XOt TOV I.,,1]V Em Vj-L€LV Kat 
I'l' ., I QI "".,\ e'" 
UV€tll V1TEp j-LaKpOT€pOV pLOV. VVV yap ws 0.1\1] WS' 
" c#..... fJ' 'r\ I l' , ..... , 
wn f))li, O'T €VuatILOli/.US avpat Tt]li P]li Em-

a Or. 18. 126. Julian himself was expert in divination: 
cf. § 48. b Of. Amm. Marc. ~5. 4. 1-15. 

c Julian's edict of March A.D. 362 whereby civic property 
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ORATION XIII, 43-47 


at it, since you consider that beneath you,a 44. Your 
table is a modest one, and your companions there 
pupils of Plato: with them you have kept watch and 
ward over land and sea alike, and, as Justice is 
enthroned at the side of Zeus in heaven, so the wisest 
men on earth are seated at your side, rejoicing in the 
harvest of the spirit that you yield each day.b 45. 
This harvest has, to be sure, more variety than any 
meadow, for it amends the poverty of the cities 
which have been driven from their old and lawful 
possessions, whereby. private houses have become 
great and those of the community rendered ugly. c 
Still more noble and more notable is the restoration 
of the gods as the overseers of mankind, since the 
human race, without its mighty helmsmen to guide 
it, has long been carried aimlessly hither and thither 
and broken on the rocks.d 46. There has occurred, as 
in the sun's eclipse, the removal of impediment and 
the return of light, and for the cities this same is 
both the crown that adorns them and the salve that 
cures them, for the same things that cause their 
beauty to increase, cause them to ride safe at anchor. 
And no less gratitude would be due to you than 
Pelasgus the Arcadian e earned, since the restoration 
of honours suppressed is of no less importance than 
their revelation in the temples of the gods. 

47. Now would be the time to desire life and to 
offer sacrifice for a longer span, for now we can truly 
live, when the breezes of happiness waft over the 

was restored to the cities, Cod. Th. 10.3. 1. Lib. Or. 16. 19, 
Ep. 828, Amm. Marc. 25. 4, Sozom. 5.8 (=E.L.F. No. 41). 

d His edict of toleration (Jan. A.D. 362). cf. E.L.F'. No. 
4!2. 

e The hero from whom the Arcadians claimed descent, 
Paus. 8. 1. 4. 



LIBANIUS 

I ., ... I' I .1... \ ~ IIII I A 

WEovaw, OTE CTW/-La /-LEV aVflpW1T0V, 'f"IX1J OE flEOV 
Q \ I <t ... I' I Q A II A 

fJaCTtMVEt, OTE 1TVp /-LEV Em fJW/-LWV atpETat, Kawtp 
~\ , \ tAll I • A ~\ '" II 
OE a1Jp tEpl.p Kafla'pETat, ECTTtWCTt OE avvpW1T0£ 
t;,1 IQI 'lll t\A I 
oat/-L0vas Kat, oaL/-tOVES aVflpW1TOtS' 0/-LU\OVCTt. Kat 

~ ,. t;, I" 1 II " 1\ \ I
/-LOt OOKEt /-L1JOEV av YEVECTvat TatS 1TOI\ECT£ 1TI\EOV 

• A ... A I t\ 1 I At;, ~ "t ~ I 
aVTOV 'TOV LltOS EI\0/-LEVOV TO. 7{J0E OLOtKEtV V1TOOVV

, II I I f' I " ,... I 
7'05' aVVpW7TOlJ 7'V1TOV. OLS' yap av EXP1J7'O 7'07'E, 

I ,\ A , I Ll 48 Q\ I I I 
Ka7'a 7'aV7'a vvv apX0/-LEfla. • fJI\E1TEt /-LEV yap 
'tl I "\ ,,(... t 12 ~\ I I 

OSV /CaL 7'ots I\OY£CT/-L0IS 1J/-L'V ° fJaCT£I\EVS' 7TaV7'OS' 
Ct. \ 1 't I ,~ I " 
'bE/-LW7'OKI\EOVS Or.,V7'EpOV, ELvaL OE n 1T£CJ'7'EVWV EV 

"'" I J...I "" )'!""-8 ' 1
7'OLS' KPEt7'7'OCT£ CT0't'W7'EPOV 7'a,S' EKEL EV E£C11J'Y1JCTECT£V 
" I , " " IaYE£ 7'1JV OLKOV/-LEV1JV, OVK ava/-LEVWV XP1J0/-L0VS' 
" II 1 '~I \ "ll A f II I
avwvEV OVOE 7TapaVal\'OKWV EV VEWPWV pq.VV/-L'q. 

\ I ~\ \' , \ .... t .....n 8' ,\
7'OVS' XPOVOVS, aNI. avn 7'1JS' v £as' av7'OS av7'l.p 

II I ", 12\ 1 "..1.. I
Kafl£07'atLEVOS, OVK avaOX0/-LEVOS fJI\E1TEtV E£S 0't'PVV 

I ,~, It, .... ,... 
/-LaV'TEWV OVOE ')'IIW/-L1JS' E7'EPWV 1TpaY/-La TOOOV7'OV 
't '.1, _, '\ v ,~ I <t I All'" ... I
Er.,a't'at, aNI. EWWS on Kat 7'OVfl EV n 7'WV 1Tapa 

7'q, XElpwv£ /-LaB1J/-LcfTwv, Kat I 7'OV cHpaKMa F 81 
, '3. " t I , I ...~ 

/-LaV7'LlJ ovx 117'7'01' 1] 7'Os07'1Jv E1T£Gja/-LEvos 1Tawa
IM \ , , '.I.. I .... ll'" \1\1R 422 7'01' El\a/-L1T0VV a1TE't'1Jvas /-LE7'a 7'WV flEWV 7'0 
1\ \ (A 49''''ll I I I 12 ~ 'Y

/-LEMOV opwv. • EV7'EVflEV Ka£ /-LEVEtS' Ka£ fJao£~EtS, 
" 12 '\ " I A I I' Q I
07'E fJEI\7'tDV, OVX lJ7T0 7'WV 7TE1TpaYJ1-EVWV 7'as EKfJa

8' 1\ V 'I ~ '\ ... 1\ I 
~EtS /-Lav avwv, aIll\ E1T£ 7TpOO1JI\l.p 7'l.p 7'EI\Et 7'OVS 
)...... " "'" \ A It, 

aywvas avatpOVJ1-EVOS', 07'pa7'1}ywv /-LEV 'TWV 7'ar., EWV 

au7'oS', 07'pa7'1JyOtSJ1-EVOS of: {mo TWV KPEt7'7'OVwv. 50. 
t I I" 1 A'I"'Ao /-LEV ovv ya/-LE/-LVWV 1JKOVOE 1Tapa 7'OV 7'WV 

1 avw(J.,v MSS., Re.: ruo81!V F. 
a OLa. nov (JEWV p.ETa. TWV 8"wv M8S. J.£~Ta. TWV (J"wv om. Re. 

ou1 TWV 8~wv om. F. 

o Thuc. 1. 188. The same point is made with pathos in 
Or. 18.281. 

b For Julian's personal practice of divination cf. Amm. 
80 



ORATION XIII, 47-50 


earth, when there reigns one human of body and 
divine in soul, when on the altars fire surges up and 
the smoke of sacrifice purges the air, when men feast 
gods and gods consort with men. The cities of the 
world, I feel, would have nothing more to gain, even if 
Zeus himself putting on human guise elected to direct 
all things on earth, for our government now is accord
ing to the same principles as he would then employ. 
48. Indeed our emperor is quick to observe, quicker 
in appraisal than any Themistocles a : confident in the 
reliance to be placed in the powers above, he leads 
the world more wisely under their guidance. He does 
not wait for the oracles from heaven nor does he waste 
long periods as an idle spectator, but himself estab
lishes himself in place of the Pythia and refuses to 
gaze upon the lofty brow of seers b or to make so great 
a duty dependent upon the will of others. In the 
knowledge that this too was one of the articles of 
Cheiron's teaching,C and in the awareness that 
Heracles tl was no less a prophet than an archer, you 
proved Melampus a mere child and with god's help 
you observed what was to be.1I 49. Thus it happens 
that you both wait and proceed when the time is ripe. 
You do not learn of the future from the past, but you 
undertake your hazards with the end already in full 
view, yourself the leader ofyour regiments and led by 
the command of heaven. 50. Agamemnon was told 
Marc. 21. 1. 22. 12. The Pythia was the oracular mouth
piece of Apol1o at Delphi. through whom the votaries 
received their responses: cf. Or. 12. 60. 

C Cheiron the Centaur, teacher of Jason and other heroes : 
'Dl_d",~ v•.n. II. 11\2 # 

.. llduH~r~ri ~88'tel1;'of an Egyptian deity, identified with 
Heracles, patron of divination. 

6 Melampus, nephew of Neleus, oldest of Greek seers and 
ancestor oCa family of seers, the Melampodidae. 
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LIBANIUS 

~TTOIIOlII WS -rUXfJS f0'Trfj #EATtOVOlII I1.PXOt, p..~ 
7fpOUEtAfJ~EVaL yap T1JV &.AK~V, IIUV OE EV rfj TOU 

.... ,~\ \ '" 'I: I ,/ \
KpaTOVVTOS apETli Kat TO T1JS E!,OVUtas EUTL. Kat 
,~ , tl ~ 't. A ~ t I )" , 

OVO€LS OVTOl OO!, Et YEwaLOS, OS fJYfJUaLT av ov 
~ 1 " I 'I' 51" , )OLKatOlS' €V apX0p..EvOLS ELVat. • 0 TL yap 7fap 
'\\"" \1 "" '\ yl \,a/\/\qJ KaI\OV, TOVTO 7fapa UOt p..€L'::JOVOlS. Kat P.OVOS 

avvElAfJ<pas a TOUS l1.X\ovs P.€P.EpLup.€Va KOUP.€'i, 
\ )/ tl "f \1 JI ~ \ JI

Kat OVT€ PfJTOlp OVTE 07fl\tTfJS OVTE otKaUTfJS OVTE 


U0<pLUT~S, OU T€AEUTLKOS, ou ~tAouo~os, ou p.aVTtS 

~ I ,"1\ t \ \ "" I \ \ I0
OvvaLT av aVTOV 7fpO aov avp.aaat. Kat yap 7fpaT

f' I \ \1 \1 , 1r 
TOVTas OtS 7fpaTTELS KaL I\€YOVTas 0 S I\EYEtS EKa
\ .1, ~2" \ \ I:' "" " "" I\v,/"as. D. OS Y€ KaL T1JV OOKovaav Olpav TOlV 

R 423 EP.WV E7fLaTOAWV I 7fap€A~AvOas. nAN €VTaUOa P.€V 
\ \ I:' \ \ I \ \ \ , \ \I

KOLVOV TO K€POOS, TOVTL yap TO Kal\OV EYOl P.€V F 82 
'A.. 1 \ I:' \ "0 .1. t I:' \ I \ ~ 1E't'vTEvaa, au OE E pE'f'as) at OE 7fOI\€tS 0pE7fOVTat. 

53. ~OTE O~, OEO/' aOlTfjpES, TO yfjpas TOU N€aTO

pOS T<P ~aaLAE'i, TI]V yap s~ YAWTTav 7faAaL 
<;' \:' I \ AI:' fI , 1 \ "" 
OEOOlKaTE, Kat 7faLOas, OlU7fEP EKEWqJ, Kat ToaOVTOV
" \ tp I t 1 .... I 
a7faVTas TOVS Olp.a£Olv 1JYfJuap.EVOVS TqJ XpOV4J 
VLK~UELEV OaOV7fEp ~81J Ta'is npETa'is. 

a By Diomede: Homer, Iliad, 9. 32 if. . 
II Libanius claims, and Julian agrees. that he had influ

enced Julian's literary style, c/. Or. 15. 7, 18. 13 if. 
e Nestor outlived three generations of men: Homer. 

Ilia,d. 1. 247 if. 
a In this, Libanius was to be disappointed: Or. 18. 294. 
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ORATION XIII, 50-53 


by one of his underlings that it was only by fortune's 
whim that he ruled over better men, for he had no 
more valour than they.a Now, however, our ruler's 
power is rooted in his valour, and none will seem so 
noble as to think himself undeservedly subject. 51. 
Whatever is noble in other men is present in you in 
greater measure. You alone have gathered to your
self all the several attributes that give renown to 
others. Neither orator, nor soldier, nor judge, nor 
teacher, nor initiate, nor philosopher, nor seer could 
have more admiration for himself than for you. 
Indeed their activities you have overshadowed by 
your actions, their oratory by your orations. 52. You 
have surpassed even the reputed merits of my own 
letters. But in this the gain belongs to all alike. I 
planted this glorious seed b; you nurtured it; the 
world plucks the fruit of it. 

53. Grant then, gods of our salvation, that our 
emperor should enjoy an old age like that of Nestor C 

-for long ago you gave him eloquence such as his. 
Grant him children,d even as Nestor had, and may he 
so excel all the emperors of the Romans in length of 
life as he now does in virtue. 

Julian never touched a woman after the death of his wife, 
Helena: Amm. Marc. ~5. 4. 2. Nestor's descendants, the 
Neleidae, first found refuge in Athens and then led the 
colonization of Ionia. 
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EI:l: 10YAIANON AYTOKPATOPA 

YIlATON 


R 366 1. NVV 7TPCYTOV V7Ta7'OV Jv rfj 7'OV 7TpaYfLa7'O~ F ii. 
< ~ \ ~ \ \ ~ < I;: I 'Q 1\ I 
opw U7'O/\T/, KaL Ka/\w~ 0 oaLfLwv aVEfJa/\E7'O fLOL 

\ f)' tl \,.. I I ,
7'1}v Eav, 07TW~ 7'0 7'WV uXTJfLa7'WV uEfLvo7'a7'ov EV 

~ I ~ Q \ I ~ "I;: \ I 
7'<P KpanU7'<p 7'WV fJauL/\EWV 7TPW7'OV LOW. KaL YE

, I 1'" I \ cO I
YOVE 7Tapa7T/\TJULaV OLaV EL 7'<P 7TpW7'OV fLEV fLTJ

pov 7TOLTJ7'WV V7T~P~EJ,' a.KovuaL, 7TPW7'OV 8€ apfLa 
'I;: ~ < \ Il 1\ < I " I;: I \
LOELV V7TO E/\07TO~ TJVLaXOVfLEVOV. 2. EVL OE 7'L KaL 

I ,..... \ \ I~ "'" \
7'OV7'WV OV XELPOV, 7'0 7'1}v 7Ta7'pLOa fLOL 7'aV7'a KaL 

oEoExf)aL Kat OEL~aL XWPLOV I ~LA7'a7'OV 7Tof)ELVO- F 10 
I "./, -'\\' '1;:\" '" ()~7'a7'TJv O'f'LV. aI\/\ OVOE 0 7'PL7'OV EXW 7Tpoa ELvaL 

AEL7TE7'aL 7'WV ElpTJfLEVWV, on fLE fL~ 7'OL~ 7ToAAOL~ €v 
" f) \ "J.. " < T' \ \La<p EWpOV a'f'wvov Ea7'TJUEV TJ VXTJ 7'1}V fLE7'a 

R 367 ULY~~ ~oovr,v I ~OOfLEVOV, a.AAa Kat AOy<P fLTJvDuaL 

7'aV7'TJv eOWKE 7'OL~ 7'E 7TapOVULV VfLLV 7'OL~ 7'E 
" '" I 3 < ~ 1;:\" \ IVU7'EpOV EV7'EV?;0fLEVOL~. .. VfLEL~ oE on fLEV xaLpE7'E 

..... f I \ .... , .... ~,,,., .... 

7'OL~ 0pWfLEVOL~, KaL 7'aL~ EVxaL~ OL WV aL7'EL7'E 
~ \ \ I , J..f) ~ \ ~ I I

7'aV7'a 7To/\/\aKL~ o'f TJvaL KaL 7'OL~ 7TpOUW7TOL~ YEfLOV

a Oration 12: comulissioned by Julian and delivered 
before him in Antioch upon entering his fourth consulship, 
1 Jan. A.D. 363. Or. 1. 197 if. represents tD.e occasion as a 
rhetorical triumph for Libanius, but his account is obscured 
by textual corruption and allusive conceits. Composition
of the speech, demanded by Julian despite a show of reluc
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AN ADDRESS TO THE 

EMPEROR JULIAN AS CONSUL a 


1. Now for the first time I see a consul in the dignity 
of his station, and I am glad that Heaven has post
poned my view of the spectacle, so that I may for 
the first time see the most august office held by the 
mightiest of emperors. It is almost as though one 
could, of all poets, listen to Homer first, or behold 
first a chariot driven by Pelops.b 2. No less important 
is the fact that it is my own birth-place that has had 
this privilege, and that so dear 'a spot has revealed a 
sight so desirable. Yet a third consideration of equal 
cogency is that Fortune has not set me here, like the 
average person, a dumb spectator expressing myself 
with silent feelings of pleasure, but that she has 
granted me the ability to proclaim them both to you, 
my present audience, and to future readers. 3. Your 
pleasure at the sight is manifested by the prayers 
which you offer for its frequent recurrence, and by 

tance by Libanius, is mentioned in Ep. 785: '\&"0. Si 0 J.Liv fIls 
1'*v '/Tavr]yvpw E1't J.Lf),),fIt KpV1T1'fIUOo.t J.LfV t8fAwV, J>.x6J.LfIVOS Sf fIls 

1 ,. ~ \1 \. .I.. Il> ~ \ , ~ 

J.Lf.GOV '/Tapa. 'TOU l"aULllfWS, Kat LUWS 'I'(1VE"t'T4t' (JEt ya.p £Knvov 

Kpanw.. . 
b Legend ascribed to Pelops, among others, responsibility 

for the foundation of the Olympic games: his chariot race 
with OenomaUs for the hand of Hippodameia was certainly 
connected with the site, by tradition, and aU three Wefe 
honoured there: c/. Pindar, Ol. 1. 75 fr. 
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LIBANIUS 

aLV EvBvJLtas 01]AOVTE' 'TfOAv 0' (tv oEtgatTE KdAAwv, 

El C1VVEeOPJL~O'atTEl TOLs MyotS Kat YEVOtTO Tn TOV 
\ I ''/'' I \ \ t A' I R I
I\EYOVTOS E-raJLLI\I\OS 1] TWV aKpOWJLEVWV t-'aKXEta. 

4. noAAot JLt.v otiv EtcnV lTOtJLOt T~V 'Tfa~yvpw 
t ~ \ \1 fJ' t I t/

VJLVEW Kat I\oyovs Ka 1]C1VxtaV 1]KOVO't C1VVTE
I t~, \ I " \ t". 

fJ EtKOTES) ot DE Kat JLEVOVTES OtKOL TOVS aVTWV 
''/'' I t I t/ A\ \ t/ ,$. ,

EV-rpatVovow OJLOtws OL TE JLal\l\ov Ot TE 'IT'TOV EV 
~ I ... \1 "'fJ I II II
ovvaJLEt TOU I\EYEtV. 0 Kat aup..aO'at TtS av, OTt 

JL~ TO JLEYEfJOS TWV 'TfpaYJLdTWV O'tyCiv ~vdYKaUE 
, \\ I 1\\' ~ I ,....,

TOUS 'TfOI\l\OVS, a.N\a 'Tfav JLETPOV. KWEtTat VVV Kat 
, t 'fJ ",. 5" 1;"" " T7]v V'TfO EUW OVK OKVEL. • EU'Tt 0 0 TtC; av 

'(;1 t ... II A" \ \A 

TJsLWUEV EtVaL T7]S ULWTfTJS aLTLOV, TOUT aVTO Kat 
\ "fJ \ A '\ ':J. t , ,(.,

TO 'TfEL ov TOI\JLav. EL JLEV yap "uav Ot 'TfpOS abtav 
,~ " Q I '\... \ \1 t R \\ I 

EpOVV'Tf!.S, 0 C1Vf-Lt-'atVELV Em TWV JLTJ I\LaV V'TfEpt-'aI\l\OJl
,'/'' t ~, t '" 'fJ I I ~ 

TWV 'TfE-rUKEV, Ot UVVELOOTES' aVTOtS au EVEtaV KEpOOS 
", ... \ fJ" , ~,~\ '" ,~, 
av E'TfOLOVVTO .1\0. ELV. E'TfELOTJ DE OUK EU'TLV OVOEVL 

rhv ~TTav OLatPEVYEW, aAAa Kat T~V EvoolKLJLovuav F 
~ I '\ I ~" f ,/.. I ",/..,,~
ovvafLw EI\EYXEL TWV EPYWV 1] -rverLS, KOV-r0V TJoTJ 

I \ ... ,/.. \ I \ '" Q\ I 
yL')'VETaL Kat Ttp -raVI\OTEPtp fLETa TOU t-'EI\TLOVOS 

" fJ ,..." , '\ \ 1\ . r.l ' 
VEVtK?70' at Kat TOLS .aj-tELVOO't j-tET al\l\TJl\wv. v. ov 

yap OVTW TO TWV 'TfpdeEWV d'TfOAELt/>fJfjvaL TOLS 
\' ,/.. , ~ It' \ \, ... 
I\EyOVO'L -raLVETaL OEtVOV, WS TO TOVS fLEV LUXVerat, 

\ ~\ '~fJ" " ~\..., I
TOVS DE fLTJ DVV1] TJvaL. D'TfOV DE TWV E'TfaLVOVVTWV 

\ ,.., I \ \ I ~ 1(; , 
TO. TWV E'TfaWOVf-LEVWV Kal\a 'TfEPtYL')'VETaL, DEsatT 
,\f! )\ _ _ I I ... 

H. 368 av EKaUTOS EL'TfWV KO tvwV?] uaL T'tJ KpELT'TOVL TTJS 
" ,,\ r' , \ , 'A 

TJTTTJS' 1] T1]V 1]C1VxtaV ayaywv f-L1] fLETa TWV 
" 'fl "'fI£L7TO~J'TWV apt.., J1wfLa _at"

tH \ l' ... Q \ I , \ \ ~ \7 • fLEV ow TOV t-'aO'tl\EWS apET'f} Kal\Et 'TfpOS 
t \ \ \ I r ~\ ,. \ I . I "\ 
EaVTTJV TOV I\oyov, 0 DE TOU I\oyov VOfLOS E'TfL TOV 

1 IJUVf.~oPP.~O'(l.tTf. F., He. (V): (]VIlf.~OPP.~IJf.T' )18S. except V. 
38 



ORATION XII, 3-7 


the joy radiant upon your faces. A demonstration 
still more eloquent would be your active support of 
my speech, and for the enthusiasm of the audience to 
rival that of the speaker. 

4. There are many persons prepared to celebrate 
the festival, who have come with speeches composed 
at leisure: there are others who, even though they 
stay at home, gladden the hearts of their own folk 
in like manner, no matter whether their qualifications 
in eloquence be great or small. Most noteworthy is 
the fact that the vastness of the subject has not 
reduced their numbers to silence, but that all means 
are now employed and there is no shrinking from the 
theme. 5. What might have been expected to induce 
silence is what actually inspires their venture. If 
there existed speakers to deal adequately with the 
subject, as is usual with matters of no outstanding 
merit, persons conscious of their own inability would 
have been only too glad not to attract attention. 
Here, however, none can avoid eclipse: the quality 
of the achievement is too much for eloquence even 
of the highest order, and so failure, in which his 
betters share, becomes for the less gifted a matter of 
little moment, as it does for better men, if they have 
each other for company. 6. A general inability to do 
justice to the subject is not so galling for orators as 
are occasions when some possess the gift while others 
do not. In laudatory addresses, whenever the virtues 
of the recipients prove too much for the speakers, 
everyone would prefer to speak out and reveal an 
~- -----... ---~:- "'h:~h h:~ h..,.-I--I-""..., "'ha..... +han +0 hnlCllllCUllljJCt..ClU;t;; 111 n lL.U l1J.i:J; l./\"''lIlivolO: i:) " ........... V ...... _ ..........
.L .... , 

his peace and not be counted one of the speakers. 
7. The genius of our emperor attracts my oration 

to itseif, whiie the conventional form of the address 
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8' 'TLva riJs EAEvf)Eplas ~ ~ovA~ {"l'Tovaa AaKwv£
I A ,~ \ ~ A \ 

KOV 7'£ /-L£/-LEt'Tat 7TapaOELY/-La Kat 7Tapaoovaa 'TOVS 
, I " ,.. \:-..... I 

/-tEV /-to. X£/-t0vs E7TE'TEtO£S O''TpaTlJYo£s OVOW KOO'/-Lrr 
".. ".. t I ) J \ ~ ".. ~, 
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(I" "_,\\,\" '\ 
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) I 9 l' ~ \ \ 't 1 J.. \ 1 \
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t\ 1 \ J.. \ ~ 1 ... ~ \ \ 1 \ 
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a OJ. Dion. Hal. 4. 73, who is probably Libanius' ultimate 
source of information. Libanius knew no Latin and readily 
ignored all things Roman in his devotion to Hellenism, in 
this differing (rom Julian. Thus he passes ,over the period 
from the kim!'s until his own day at one bound, 

b This garbled account of the origin of the tribunate and 
the function of the senate shows the rationalizing influence 
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would have me deal first with the institution of the 
consulship, its origins, its cause, its progress and its 
results. 8. Now the early kings gradually overstepped 
the bounds of their royal power and diverted their 
constitutional monarchy into a tyrannical oppression. 
Then the city, in her love of liberty, though readily 
accepting the direction of a legitimate ruler, refused 
to endure the caprice of a master, and so she expelled 
that harsh, arrogant, hrutal Superbus. In quest of 
some protection for her independence, the Senate fol
lowed a precedent s~t forth by Sparta 0 and entrusted 
to two annually elected generals the command of the 
troops, giving them the honorific title of" consuls," 
and put the commons under other officials, so that 
they should have one another as a restraining influ
ence. It took up its position between them, super
vising the attitude of each side and prepared to de
fend persons who suffered in political disturbances,b 
9. It found the magistrates vacating office to be 
industrious, ambitious, just and adventurous-your 
own qualities, Sire-either from their own natural 
characteristics, or from fear of being called to ac
count./) Events proceeded in the manner I have 
described until monarchy was re-established and 
resumed its rightful place. As to the way in which 
this occurred, it is no part of the present occasion to 
relate. But the monarchy divested the consuls of 
of the classical Greek theory of the " mixed constitution " 
as applied to Rome. 

e Further rationalization on the Greek model: pro'IJocatio 
is here equated with the function of fi19vva as exercised by 
the birUl; of democratic Athens. Libanius interprets the 
populu8 .&manu8 in the light of municipal Antioch of his 
own day, when the wOA'S is to all intents and purposes 
represented by the boule and the 1'!'OAL'I'tvOf.'tVOL are the 
{lov).(tIf'a( I c/. Petit, Vie municipale, pp. 80 ff. 
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1 Q)0"7" Re. (MSS. except VB): Q), F. (VB). 
t E'JT'rpa~al F. (conj. Re.): rpa~al Mas. 
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their military command, reserving it for itself for the 
future and making the office a civilian one. 

10. Thereafter, whenever the emperors wished to 
honour any deserving person, they would grant him 
this honour, and whenever they wished to raise the 
prestige of the office itself, they would assume it in 
person, linking the consulship with their imperial 
position. In this way the state which had first 
devised thisl'ank would be honoured, since the 
tradition was not entirely discarded and the supreme 
ruler participated in it as a mark of esteem, and also 
their title would remain undying, firmly fixed for all 
time, though consuls come and go. So you will find 
no pillar of stone, bronze or orichalc, nor even of 
adamant, to be more enduring than the fame that 
this noble institution confirms for its recipient. 11. 
For it is confined to no single state, as the names of 
Harmodius and Aristogeiton II are confined to Athens, 
nor is it involved in the destiny of that city, living 
and dying with it. It must be admitted that, even in 
the lifetime of cities, inscriptions on pillars have often 
disappeared and vanished. This title, however, 
would survive deluge and destruction by fire in the 
company of those human beings who, saved by the 
accidents of geography, survive them. Even if the 
plains become open sea, at least the dwellers on the 
heights possess cities or villages, and on them they 
best preserve the name, and can pass it on to their 
descendants. 12. I can readily forgive admirers of 
the institution who pray Heaven that, rather than 
any other bh;ssing, they may be carried. upon this 
chair. Even those to .whom it has fallen to be 

4 The Athenian tyrannicides adopted by democratic 
Athens as its heroes: -c/. Thuc. 6. 54 tr., Herod. 5. 55. 
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appointed prefects a look to the consulship as the 
reward for their efforts there, while those who hold 
the consulship before a prefecture pay little attention 
to this last, since they feel that whatever position 
they reach after holding the consulship will be the 
acceptance of a lesser station. 13. For what could 
confer greater dignity than that the whole world 
should revolve around this title like the sun, and that 
the name bestowed by our ancestors should be on the 
lips of aU men, since reference to it must be involved 
in so many matters, court actions, weddings, the 
operations of markets and harbours, debts and sales, 
agreements and the signature of deeds, disputes and 
the production of depositions in writing, partner
ships and dissolutions, the birth of happy children, and 
the education of children in school? And these have 
but one thought-to cheer the consuls, which is of 
course the reason,why they go on holiday.b 14. So, 
as was long ago said about Zeus, the consul of the 
gods C-that every street, every market square, 
every harbour and sea is filled with his presence 
-the same may be said of the namesakes of the 
gods. For indeed,their title reaches every conti
nent and every inlet of the sea, every farm and 
cottage, the whole civilized world, in fact-that is, 
all who live under our code of laws-and there it is 
an object of note and remark, endowing the greatest 
with its authority. Even an emperor's praises resound 
the more loudly everywhere every day because of the 

a "A..S Sallustius, Julian's colleague in the conslllship1f 
II Cf. Or.9: ElS'Tas Ka.\dvSas. 

e Cf. Aratus. Phaenom. g ff. 

",ersiones) or insert fLtlAAOV before it (so Edition). His first 
suggestion seems preferable. 
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Il Homeric tags (Od. 19. 368, 23. 283) and situations 
(Iliad, 9. 410 ff.), 
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prestige derived from it. 15. Festivals of the gods 
are marked off by their geographical location: 
neighbouring peoples can be seen in procession, one 
to this god, one to that: the name of the deity to 
whom sacrifice is offered is mighty in the eyes of the 
one or the other, but it is never the same name for 
both. But with the consulship, so exalted is the 
renown of the position that it is universally one and 
mighty. It defines periods of time great and small, 
it forbids the young to usurp the prerogatives of the 
old, and a consul long since passed away is, as it 
were, resurrected in court, and the dead joins the 
living in the formulation of the verdict. 16. Thus it 
is with good reason that the descendants of the Ro
mans prefer this honour to ripe old age a and, if given 
a choice by any of the higher powers between it and 
a long span of life, they would opt for this. They 
know full well that what the heroes purchased with 
their lives,a a fame immortal, will be theirs simply 
from holding this position. 17. Pythodorus of Athens 
does not count for very much: as for Chrysis of 
Argos, she is a nonentity: Aenesias of Sparta is a 
mere name,lI Yet the Spartan would not have 
entered the Athenian's name on any decree of his, 
nor the Athenian that of the Spartan, but the im
portance of their names remained confined each to 
its own state. The Olympic festival also has its own 
certain share of fame, but even this is of short dura
tion. Yet the law has opened wide the whole world to 
the consulship and everywhere has endowed it with 
the same authority. 18. The analogy of the moon and 
the stars C could properiy be applied, that, of all the 

b Thucydides' (2. '2) emphatic dating of the start of the 
Peloponnesian War. c OJ. Sappho,jr. 8 (Bergk.). 
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@1JUEt Kat TI1]AE'i Kat naAap.~OEL KaL ors €p.ltX1JuEV 
, '" 91 <I ~ , \ ,- '" " , J.. ,., \

apE'T'YJS. "" oaOL OE 'Ta P.EV 'TWV OLKELWV ELS' 'f'avl\ov 
1 \ ~\ ..., '" \ ()'Ka'TayoVO'L, 'Ta OE 'TWV EVaV'T('WV aLpovaL Kat avVE L-

y ,., \ " ,\ ~\ J.. I \
,:>OVUt. VLKav P.EV £KELVOVS, av'TOvS' oE 'f'EVyELV, 'TOVS 
ti 1 ,<I t ~ '" \ -i: f 1 
VIJ 'TOLOV'TOVS OVX 01TWS oLp.aL oEW 'T'YJV ES V1Ta'TOV 

I ~ I 1'\ '\ \ \ " \ ,.. t ...
p.V1Jp.1]V OLWKELV, W\l\a Kat. 'TOIS 'TO 11'PW'TOV EvpovaL 

I A (I '""'0'ypap.p.a'Ta Ko:rapau at Ka(' P.LUEW, OTL KaKWV
" , \ 'a \ I \ \ , \ 1R 374 a1'1'tOV'TWV f:1TEl\afJ0V'TO KaL Ka'TEUXOV Kat. 'T'YJV a1TO 

... 1 \ '0 I' I ). ClCl iii '" 'TOV XPOVOV 1\1J 1]V fKWl\vuav. "''''. OUWV yow F ) i 
p.atXaKwv f.V dPxa'is YEVop.bwv at 'TWV avv01]KWV I 
' I " " 1avayvwaELS E11'ELaayovuL 'Tovvop.a, O'VVELO'EpXE'TaL 

Kat d 'TWV KaKWV oxAoS', Kai 'TO 'TtAos au'To,s 

" Libanius naturally has recourse to Greek heroes as 
the prototypes of his ideal Roman emperor: Theseus, the 
legendary founder of Athens, Peleus, at whose wedding the 
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blessings arrayed in many forms, there is not one 
that is not hidden by the radiance of the consulship. 
For this is the only honour that befits the imperial 
station. 

19. These remarks suffice for my narrative of the 
actual office and of the rewards which it bestows upon 
its holders, for another speaker might possibly deal 
with it at greater length, but without avoiding the 
reproach of vulgarity. I will now indicate briefly 
the type of monarch for whom I think it to be an 
honour, and an advantage moreover, and proceed to 
the remainder of my subject. 20. I believe that the 
man who governs the world with the skill of an 
emperor and strengthens the fortunes of Rome while 
crushing her enemies, who makes Romans to rejoice 
and gives their foes cause to mourn, who preserves 
good institutions and mends the bad, such a man 
deserves to hold this office and gains the reward of 
immortal fame, as did Theseus, Peleus, Palamedes a 

and all who were exponents of virtue. 21. But who
ever/} brings his people's fortunes low, while swelling 
the success of his foes, who has trained them to 
,,;ctory and himself to defeat, such as he should, in 
my opinion, not just refrain from aspiring to the fame 
that the consulship gives, but should damn with 
hatred the inventors of writing, for they pick upon 
troubles past, retain them and deny them the 
oblivion of time. 22. At any rate, the perusal of their 
treatises recalls the name of any who has been 
incompetent in office, and with it comes the recollec
tion of a sea of troubles, so that the result is the loss 
gods appeared as guests, and Palamedes, the wisest of 
the Greeks before Troy and the legendary inventor of the 
alphabtt. Politics. religion and education are here inter
connected. ~ Like Constantius. 
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a ... a 'Y '" \' 1:.' "'" UOt Kau1]uuat VOfLtf;,wV oOKtfLau'Tas astWS 'TWV €KEt· 
,).a \ ..." \ ,. \ \' 
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t " \ fI\ )/ \ , \ , \ 
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Q ' '" \ \ ... f Q \, 'e' f'
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\' \'Kat VEOS Kat yEpWV, 

'E'" ~ \ , \ ). \' f \ , e ' 26 • pw oE €yw 't'aVI\OTEpOS V7TEp OsVTEpOV 
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'\\' , \ I \ , \ \ ,f\"
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R 375 27, "Oua fLEV oov 7TatOaywywv 'TE €YKEtfL€VWV 

Ka~ 8t8auIC(fAwv ¢>OfiOVVTWV €o€ga'To' rjj I/roxfl 'Td. 
"'" ".. f "'" \ \ (''1'' " 

7TpW'Ta 'TWV tEpWV Kat T'Y}V ptf;,av EXOV'Ta, EXWV 
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of his fair fame. 23. For whom then is it such an 
advantage to don these robes, to grasp this sceptre, 
and to transmit to the future this elixir of immortal 
renown?a For you, Sire, and aU who have been or 
shall be like you. And may your children, your 
children's children and all their seed for ever/) be your 
rivals and your heirs. 24. And pray, let not every 
emperor become consul, for it is permitted and 
possible for him personally to be both giver and taker 
of it~ but only him who, according to the old tradition 
of the consulship~ has so far advanced in majesty 
as to brook a scrutiny of the office, such aslou have 
revealed yourself to us to be. 25. Indeed i Fortune 
is above scrutiny and beyond the rendering of account 
to any human auditors, yet you think the gods are 
set as your examiners, and aU your acts and words 
are done in a manner worthy of their gaze, since you 
will not be unobserved either by the sun or by the 
night. Then let any who will, young and old alike, 
undertake an assessment of yourself. 

26. When I speak of him, it will be a case of a 
poorer speaker dealing with abetter. I shall not be
gin my account merely with the commencement of 
his reign, but shall refer the investigation back to his 
earliest youth, so that he may be revealed as a de
serving occupant of the throne and of proven ability 
in his position of authority. 

27. Though I could discourse upon the learning he 
absorbed under pressure from his attendants and 
menaces from his teachers-a learning in which is 
contained the first essential and the foundation of 

/I Plato. Phaedr. !!J75 A. 
b Ct. Homer, IZiad, 20. 308. In this prayer, Libanius 

was destined to be disappointed: ct. Or. 18. 179 tf. 
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/-,OVI\TJS OE KVpt.OV E1TOt.TJD'EV, WO'1rEP TOV paKM.a, 
(,.. r:::\ 'r::: I ,. \ I II II \':f. 
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, 't. '\ J.. I "lJ , Q \ I

TEpav Tab tV €tl\7J'f'0TOS, €1T€U€TO KT7Jf'aO'l. f..IaO'tl\€/'as 

KalJ...lo(TL J I c{>tAoO'oc{>lq. Kat A&yo£s, olJ-rw OE ¢;TJc{>l- F l~ 
r ,,. lJ I "I' Q \ "",. lJl 
I:Jof'aL 1Tapa (TOV p.auwv, W f..IaO'LI\~V, TOV 1TPOTtuEV

" lJ \" 'i''' 'lJ'" 80 (,.TOS a f'auwv €x €£S wv apX€LS €uvwv. • opwv 
~'" ( \ \ \ \ \ \ , II lJ \ 
o OTt P7JTOptKTJ P.€V T7Jv 1TpOS TO. 1T1\7JVTJ 1TEtuW 
~ "..L \ ..L' r:::\ \,.. I
v"p.£ovpy€t, 'f'£/\oO'0'f'l.a oE 1T€P' TWV O'Ef'VOT€PWV 
,~ I "'" \ , ~ I , \ \ A 

El.O€Vat 1TOL€l., Kat vop.tO'as OEWOV, €l. 1T€pt f'EV TWV 
( 	 ,. r::: _ \ 'i:. "r ~ \ , ./
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,. 'J.. I \ I I' \R 376 UVV7JYEV af''f'OTEpas Kat avV€KEpaVVVE, T7JV P.€V 
~ I t .1,' I ...,.,.., I lJ ' 
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O'Et, rqv O~ yAwTTav € ls OPOP.OV a.O'KWV Tfi TWV 
(I t \' q , , , '" I 

P7JTOpWV op./'I\tq.. 01. KatTOt T£S OVK av apKovO'as 
t \ QI , ,~ , 'J..... I \ ,
v1Tol\af..lwv EtS €voa/,p.ovtav aoyvpp.as TOV 1TaTEpa, 

1 fXWII in~erted Norman. fXOlITa, flw£'iv MSS •• F. fXWV fl. 
w£ill conj. Re. I 

a Study of the poets in primary education. Homer and 
Hesiod especially, laid the foundation both for the study Iof rhetoric and for the religious teachL.1}g of the Hellenic 
rrat8£la.: c/. Festugiere. Antioche, pp. 91 if.• ~11 if. 

/; Of. Xen. Mem. 2. 1. 21, Cic. De Off.!. 8!2. for Prodicus' 
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ORATION XII, 27-31 


religion-f will refrain.a For even if he showed no 
lack of enthusiasm at that time, the report of his 
labours redounds to the credit of his supervisors. 
28. But as the progress of time removed such con
straints and made him independent of judgment, as 
in the case of Heracles,o it was open to him to tread 
the primrose path, and there was none to stop him 
diverging towards drinking, gambling and sex. Yet 
he set his feet upon the steep and rugged path, 
with his gaze fixed not on the intervening obstacles 
but upon his goal. 29. And there he settled in 
Astacia, a private citizen in between two emperors, 
here his cousin, the possessor of supreme power, 
there his brother, his immediate subordinate C: but 
he set himself to acquire something more noble than 
empire-philosophy and eloquence. Such, Sire, is 
my verdict, and I have learnt it from you who prefer 
the possessions of learning to the provinces you 
govern. 30. Observing rhetoric to be a means of 
persuading the masses whereas philosophy induces 
knowledge of matters more exalted, he thought it 
improper to discourse adequately on the one subject 
and yet show an ignorance of higher things. So he 
combined both studies and made an amalgam of 
them, elevating his intellect by a study of heavenly 
lore and at the same time, by his association with 
rhetoric, training his tongue to run trippingly. 3l. 
Any ordinary person might have regarded himself 
as having opportunity enough for a successful career 

allegory of the choice of Heracles between Pleasure and 
Virtue. 

c In A.D. 351, while Julian was still residing iil Asia 
Minor. COllstantius as Augustus held court in Constantinople 
and Gallus as Caesar in Antioch. Only then was he allowed 
full freedom of movement. 
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R 377 {1aUtAEVWV I paUt.AEvovra VOV8ETE'iV. WS a~ & IL£V 

1 1"aiITa Re. (MSS. except V): 1'OtfrWV F. (V). 

I a,lppUl/lf: F. (corrections in 1M): a'Ep(W/sf: Re. (other 


MSS.). 

G J uHus Constantim•• Constantius Chlorus. Constantin(". 
C{)fistantius II a.nd G;:;llus. I 

b Of. Diog. Laert.3. 2. 
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in his father, his grandfather, his uncle, cousin, and 
brother," and in the honours, attentions and defer
ence resulting from his family connections, and might 
have passed. his time in eating, drinking, sleeping, 
in granting assistance, at a price, for those in need, 
and in accumulating lands, money, movables, and 
the like. Not he, though. 82. No! he supported 
Anaxagoras' maxim, to let the family estates lie 
fallow and prepare one's soul for fruition,!} and so he 
eschewed all this and cultivated his intellect. In 
his regard-not to mince matters, in his inordinate 
regard for one type of acquisition only, he collected 
books of all kinds and ransacked their store with 
more zest than other men ransack stores of treasure. 
38. Devoting himself to philosophy, after one glimpse 
of her fair meadow, he found it impossible to main
tain false ideas about the divine. Straightaway 
he cleansed the smirch and, with philosophy as his 
guide to truth, he recognized the real gods instead 
of the false one. 84. That day I call the start of 
freedom for the world, and I bless the spot where 
this conversion took place and the healer of his 
mind, who personally undertook this noble hazard, C 

carried conviction with him and, in company with 
his disciple, passed through the Cyanean rocks.a 
85. Thus, if his brother had paid attention to the 
letters he sent him, there would now be a pair of 
rulers,e for he, though no emperor himself, was fit 
adviser for an emperor. His brother was got rid of 

e Maximus of Ephesus: qf. Or. 18. 12. 
d The Cyanes,l,n rocl{s, the Sympleuades of the Argo 

legend, were traditionally placed at the l~osporus. 
• Gallus' deposition and execution took place in A.D. 354. 

In Or. 18. 25 Libanius denies the existence of any such 
compromising letters. 
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1 lUXEV atir6v F. (V). 
2 Kul4xJvov Re. (MSS.): (]TI<jJavov conj. F. 

a Of. Or. 13. 18. The Athenian captives were imprisoned 
in the Syracusan quarries: Thuc. 7. 86. 

b The vintage wine of the Greeks came from Thasos. 
C The date of Julian's departure from Athens for the 

court at Milan and elevation to the position of Caesar is A.D. 
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without trial for all that he could have given some 
account of his actions, and his murderer wanted to 
extend his accusations against our emperor here, but 
was' at loss for the means. So he stayed his hand 
from murder, but vented his spleen by exiling him, 
punishing him for an offence he could not define. 
36. Yet so little was his knowledge of the world he 
ruled that he mistook the inheritance of Athena for 
the quarries of Syracuse a and regarded the place as 
a prison for a lover of eloquence. It was just like 
taking a drunkard to Thasos b and telling him to stay 
there, under the impression that he would pine to 
death in the place, yet in the punishment granting 
him his heart's desire. 87. Or it should be regarded 
rather as a gift of the gods, who willed that the city 
should be his friend before ever he ascended the 
throne and that it should confer an advance of 
favour upon him so that, once on the throne, he should 
be in the city's debt and, most of all, that, on leaving 
Athens to grasp the sceptre, he should convey with 
him from Attica as a normal product of the place, 
the conquest of barbarians.C 38. So god, in his 
forethought for the world, arranged all this to per
fection. He, however, in his desire for anonymity, 
sought to avoid elevation to the throne: he alone 
tried to escape what all but he pursued, the blood
shed a and the imperial station of those days. The 
evidence for this is that, on receipt of the summons, 
he shed more tears as he grasped the latticed gates 

35.5. The classical allusion is to Athenian successes in the 
Persian Wars. 

if A grim-and true-summary of the history of the house 
of Constantine. Besides the murders of Julian's kinsfolk in 
A.D. 337, execution or assassination had removed Priscus, 
Constantine II, Constans and Gallus. 
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G OJ. 01'. 18. 21. The conceit is borrowed from Julian, 
Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 275 a. The mention of Athens leads 
Libanius. ever the purist, to substitute the method of execu
tion in classical Athens, the drinking of hemlock, for the 
bloodier methods of his own day. 

b A legendary people living in perfect happiness in the 
extreme north. For their religious connections with Delos 
cf. Herod. 4. 32 if. Cf. also Strabo, Bk. 11, p. 711. 

c The theme of this oration, specially composed for Julian, 
was that of divine guidance and purpose: the theme of 
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of the Acropolis than any condemned man led to 
execution.a Had he but wings, he would gladly have 
made sudden flight to the Hyperboreans.b All the 
length of his.journey, he pondered whether he could 
somehow rid himself of this much-prized position, 
nor did he cease until a visitation from heaven 
changed his mind and removed his reluctance by 
explicit injunctions that he should undertake the 

i duty.c 39. As testimony to his sense of duty he had 
,, even his foe. And in case you are surprised at hearing" 

his partner in empire called his foe, I will explain the 
reason for the partnership. It was not simply that 
Constantius found no joy in seeing anyone on the 
imperial throne, clad in regal purple: even to dream 
about it would have upset him dreadfully. So why did 
he give away a.ny part of what he grasped so tightly? 
40. On every side he was harassed by the barbarians. 
The peoples bordering on the Roman frontiers had 
created havoc in the East here, and the situation in 
the West was ve1'Y desperate/f A general to restore 
order was useless: an emperor's presence was needed 
to stem the flood. 41. He personally was incapable of 
going to their aid. The crisis demanded a colleague 
on the throne. So he disregarded the rest and chose 
the one he had wronged, not unmindful of the blood 

the parallel narrative in Oration 18 is one of praise and 
justification of Julian. Hence the differences of emphasis. 
Of. Petit, Historia, 5, pp. 479 ff. 

d Constantius had inherited the Persian War from his 
father, and it continued intermittently throughout his reign. 
The situation in the west became disastrous in consequence 
ofthe revolts of Magnentius and Vdranio (A,D, 3.50/8) and 
Silvanus (A.D. 354). The proverb Mvuwv >',da-a prey for all 
and sundry-originated from the Greeks' conception of the 
Mysians as weak and effeminate. Of. also dMv()'wv faxaTos. 
Or. 14. 26; Plat. Theaeg. 209 Il. 
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1 egu,pw F. (conj. Gasda): Jga{pw Re. (MSS.). 

a OJ. Or. Ili. 37 if. Libanius' models, the orators of the 
fourth century B.C., made much of Athens' generosity to
wards erstwhile aggressors. Libanius adds an Homeric touch 
(Od. 20. In. 

b Salustius, his quaestor (ef. Julian. loco cit. ~Sl d. Or. 8. 
240 ff.). introduced by a Platonic tag (Phaedr. ~42 B). 
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that he had spilled but placing more reliance on his 
potential accuser than on those under obligation to 
him. Nor was he deceived. Taking a leaf out of the 
Athenians' ,book,a Julian smote his breast, bade 
himself bear no malice and prepared loyally to play 
his part in the task. 

42. Such then is the examination of his career 
before he ascended the throne, and it would win the 
commendation of all who assess it. Now let us scrutin
ize him as the pilot at the helm. Well, Constantius, 
in sending him out to face the victorious foe, did so 
with no wish that he should win a battle, a campaign 
01' a triumph. 43. For immediately an irrational 
change of mind affected him ~ those whom he sent 
with him ostensibly as counsellors were to act not 
as advisers, but to prevent any notable action, though 
I expunge from this account the Phoenician, b for he 
was immediately withdrawn. He was more alarmed 
at his partner's fame than at the insolence of the foe, 
and more pleased that Julian should fail to gain re
nown than that the enemy should escape defeat.c 

44. I take no pleasure in accusing Constantius, but my 
narrative demands that I do so, for it is impossible to 
separate the praise from the blame. Wen, setting 
out from Italy in the depths of winter with fewer than 
four hundred infantry a-and you have, some of you, 
either experienced the extremes of climate that the 
circling year brings in those regions e or have heard 
tell of them-Julian offered up prayers as he set foot 

C Cf. Or. 18.96. Soer. H.E. 3. 1, Zos. 3. 3. 
d dj. Or. 18. 37, Zos. loco cit., Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 

277 d, 281 d. 
~ A comment specially designed to interest some of 

JuHan's closest intimates, e.g. Friseus. Alypius (for whom 
cf. Amm. Marc. 23. 1. ~). 
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1 op;;4 conj. Herwerden, approved F. (vol. III, p. xxxxii) : 
ol,.,.a, Re•• F. (Text.). MSS. 

a Herac1es and Eurystheus: cf. Homer, Iliad. i9. iSS. 
Od. 11. 621 f. 
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on the soil of the neighbouring province. There he 
saw a land called Gaul, but where the barbarians 
sowed their seed, for after overwhelming the cities 
they were tilling their land also, besides that which 
they farmed before. He spent the winter in council, 
but when the opening of the campaign season invited 
action, he himself raised the battle cry, collected his 
forces and drilled them, encouraging the faint
hearted. Then the squadron leaders, the brigadiers 
and the colonels sought to hamper his effort in fulfil
ment of their master's commands, but our emperor, 
before ever he triumphed in battle, triumphed here 
as a result of his constancy and patience in the face 
of such treatment, in this reaping the reward of his 
schooling, a Heracles serving a lesser man a and an 
Ares held in chains for more than a year by men 
infatuate.b 45. Yes, but this Ares too had to be set 
free some time. For .though grieving at this con
straint, he was not provoked, but, with our fortunes 
ruined and the barbarians' arrogance increasing, 
the danger from their insolence became unendurable 
and he advanced with a forcesmall in number and 
well used to standing siege. 46. You perhaps are 
eager to hear of the character and deployment of 
the army, of the formation on flank and centre, the 
ad.dress to the troops and the stratagems of the foe, 
of regiments exposed to view and hidden ambuscades, 
of the start of the fighting and the heat of battle, of 
casualties, flight and pursuit, and of the earth hidden 
by the bodies of the slain.C Such detailed narrative 

b Otus and Ephialte.<; kept Ares imprisoned for 13 months: 
of. Iliad, 5. 385 if. 

o ~ For the hattle of StrasbU!'g (A,n, 357) rj. Or. 18. 53 if., 
Amm. Marc. 16. 1~. 
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1 XtAtwv inserted F. (conj. Re.). 

a This account is derived from Julian himse1f (loc, cit. 
279 a). Zosimus (S. 1, S. 5. I) gives the number in round 
figures as 50 and 40. 
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I will present when I deal in full with all his other 
achievements. Now, in fact, all has been compressed 
and my oration frolics, as it were, in a manner suited 
to the holiday. 47. Just as an Olympic victor hurries 
home from Pisa and, if asked by any who meet him 
about the manner of his winning, promises them a 
full account but, for the present, merely requests 
their congratulations as he displays the crown, so I 
pass over the fighting and narrate the aftermath of 
the war. 48. The barbarian was tilling Roman soil : 
he had sacked forty-five of our cities," had appropri
ated the greater part of the land and was in occupa
tion of it: the most famous states of Gaul lay there 
in abject slavery, and our enemies had begun to 
entertain more insolent designs. Then did our great 
commander here, with full knowledge of all the wars 
that have taken place since the human race began, 
find it intolerable if, when three hundred ships at 
Salamis could beat over a thousand, he and his 
handful of men could not rout the clouds of barbari
ans. So he fell upon them, content if he should expel 
the foe from our domains, but his victory advanced 
him against theirs. He crossed the Rhine, the river 
whose water proves, in the persons of their children, 
the misconduct of the mothers,'1 and in his eagerness 
to take captives, since he knew that they gloried in 
death, so many did he catch and bring back prisoner 
that we had difficu1ty in providing for their main
tenance. For the remnants that he left behind there 
was ample store at home. 49. He was more afraid of 

b According to legend, the Rhine provided a test of marita 1 
loyalty of the local women by drowning their illegitimate 
children and allowing the legitimate to float to safety: cf. 
[Julian). E.L.F. No. 191 (883 d), Or. 2. 81 d, Greg. Naz. 
P.G. 37. ]516. Antlt. Pal. 9. 125. 

65 



LIBANIUS 

'TOV EPYOV Aaft'ITpO'T1]'Ta ftiiAAOV ~ 'TOUS tv rfi ftdXn 
~, , 'B A , \ \

KLVOVVOVS OV TT'pOUE 7]KE T4J TP0TT'aL4J TT'OftTT'7]V KU(, 
~ , 'Q A tI ,,, A \' 

TaV'Ta €V OEUft0LS EXWV 'TOV apXOVTa TWV TT'OI\EftLWV, 

OVTWS ETT'f:efjAOE KpaTooV, I OvO~ KOwTOv-ra TOtS F 27 
TT'€TT'opB7]ftEVO('S lOE£eEV ovO' ETT'£KaTEucpaeE TarS 

I ... 1\ \ 1 _. \ \
KE£ftEvaLS TWV TT'OI\EWV TOV KaT€VEYKov-ra KaI\I\WTT'£
r 1 ... J..' _, \ V , II 'A. \ , , I l' 
f;,OftEVOS T4J 'f'OV4J aI\I\ avap.v7]UU€'S XLI\I\EWS', 4J 
T6 v('Kiiv ~PKEL, TT'apExtiJpEt TooV AO£TT'ooV Tep TT'P€

Q 1 ... I , J.." \ , ... 

UtJVTEp4J TT'av-raxov Tas a<pVpp,as TT'apatpovp.EVOS 'TWV 
J..lll 50' II I ~ \ tf \ ... ..... " 'f'uovwv. • OL7]UELS' DE on TO XP7Jp.a TWV 11'OI\EWV 

, , \ ) II I I ... \ \"\ t 
OV Tav'TOV aVupWTT'4J TT'aUXEt, TOtS' P.EV yap al\VTOS 7] 

, , I ",I" , Q I II ~ , 1 
'TEI\€VT7] , 'TaS' OE EU'TLV avatJLwuauuaL, XELpa OPEYEL 

.... , f ",I , I I , I ..... i: 
'TaLS KELp.EvaLS. at OE aVLU'Tav-ro Kat, aV'TLKa K7JpVI;:, 
'" '\ \ \ \ I , I \ J..1OLETT'I\EL 'TOV TT'O'Tap.ov KEI\EVWV ETT't, 'To. U'f'CTEpa 

, ... I \ t \ If'" I Jill ,
av'TWV Ka'TLEVa£ 'TOVS EaI\WKO'Tas, OL DE EUEOV, OVK 
'I , , , '" I \ ll' ~ \ \' f I" f1
aV7]p av'T avopos I\WELS, (l.I\1\ OL P.EV EP.EVOV 01. 
" f ~" , f \ A t\ I

EKELVWV, OL DE ETT'aV'{}Euav VTT'O 'TWV EI\OVTWV TT'POTT'EP., I" '1"", , fR 383 TT'OP.EVOL. OVTWS av'TOvS' ETT'aLDEVUE TT'aV'Ta VTT'a-
I f 51' '" \ \ II ... '\ ...IKOVELV 7] p.aX7]. • EL o€ 'TO TT'pOUuEwa(, TT'OI\LV 'TaLS' 

, I , I ,,,,,,,,.., I 

apxaLaLS' EVEpY€ULa KOtV7] 'TOV T7Js O(,KOVP.€V7JS 
'i: ' I I \' IaVl;:,avofJ-Evov uwp.a'TOS, 'TO yE 'TaS' avrJp7]fJ-Evas 

, "' ..... I \ I , l' 1\ ...
aTT'ODOVVaL TT'ou4J l\ap.TT'pO'TEpOV; €V 4J KaL T7Jv Y7Jv 
" , ''I \ \ , , \ , • \ \
EU'TW OLKLf;,€('V Kat T7JV atUXVV7JV I\VEW. OV yap 'TO 

\ ..... \ , 'I' '" ' I "" \ \ Ip.7] TT'OL7]uaL T7JV OVK ovuav OEWOV, 'TO DE T7]V TT'PW 

ovuav TT'EPL(,OEtv EpptP.P.EV7JV O('TT'Afjs EVTEVBEV 11'EPL- F 28 
tU'Tap.EV7]S ~7]ftlas, OVELOWV 'TE Kat PA&'P7]S. WS 
EKE£VO yE 'T6 TT''Twp.a cpaLvop.EVOV TOts 'TE papp&.po(,s 
" l' "\ I \ A f , ,B' 
av 7]V EtS 'TOl\ftav TT'apaKI\7]ULS 'TOtS 7JftE'TEPOLS ELS' 

1 [of] F. 1 
a Chnodomarius: J ulian l Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 279 d, Amm. 
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the. completeness of his victory and the fame of his 
achievement than of the perils of battle, and so he 
did not celebrate a triumph after his success, even 
though he held the enemy chieftain in chains. He 
thus continued on his conquering way; he did not 
parade his captive with downcast head before the 
victims of his ravages, nor did he revel in bloodshed 
and slaughter over those fallen cities their destroyer, 
but he followed the example of Achilles, for whom 
victory was enough, and handed him over to his senior 
colleague, so removing all grounds for enmity.a 
50. Considering also that the destinies of cities are 
not identical with those of men, for man's end is 
irrevocable while they can be revived, he stretched a 
protecting hand over the wasted towns. They began 
to rise again, and a herald crossed the Rhine forthwith, 
bidding the captives return to their own homes, and 
they came hastening back. Nor were they released 
on an exchange of man for man; they, the enemy 
prisoners, that is, stayed with us while ours were set 
upon their homeward way by their captors, who were 
so schooled by battle as to obey in all things. 51. If 
the addition of a city to the existing number is a 
blessing to mankind, since the fabric of the world is 
thereby increased, then far more glorious is the 
restoration of cities laid in ruins, for thus the land can 
be peopled and the shame removed. Failure to found 
a non-existent city is no shame, but to ignore the 
destruction of a previously existing town involves the 
double penalty of disgrace and damage. The occur
rence of such a disaster would have been an invitation 
to the barbarians for further attempts, and to our own 

Marc. 16. 12. 66. He was imprisoned in Romt', where he 
soon died. The Homeric reference is to Iliad, 9. 380 ff. 
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1 €LaEpp€OII F. (conj, Re., correction in PI): £lCJtPPH other 
MSS. 

a Cf, Homer, Iliad, 10, 8. 
b From A.D. 3.57, while Julian was recovering the west, 

Constant ius suffered serious reverses against the Persians. 
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people an inevitable cause for despondency, to them 
a spur to greater efforts, to US a paralysing agent, if 
not now, yet at some future time. You, Sire, have 
raised up the cities, a trophy immovable, that the foe 
sho\lld ever feel fear and we confidence. 52. Through 
your resolution and fortune, your toil and skill, it 
has been ensured that the barbarians should not 
be victorious in both the jaws of war simultaneously,a 
but that they should experience both success and 
failure, failure on the Rhine and success on the 
Tigris, with. casualties here and advances there
a situation like that reported at Potidaea, when 
Aristeas of Corinth drove all before him in rout 
while the other wing fled in disorder for the pro
tection of the city wall.b 53. If you had not offered 
such spirited resistance at that time, there would 
have been nothing to prevent both barbarian peoples 
from extending their occupation over the lands that 
lay successively in their path and ending by meeting 
each other at the Bosporus.c . As it is, the defeat of 
the one has destroyed them, and given the other 
food for thought too. I t has helped overshadow the 
disgrace of defeats sustained by the Romans, and the 
report of the one consoles us for the other; the tale 
of it cuts short the tale of defeat. 

54. As an athlete after winning the crown returns 
to the wrestling school, you returned from your 
triumph and devoted yourself once more to the 
Muses. You put aside your weapons and took up the 
books under whose inspiration you had gained your 
.-! _.1.. ___• I:~_ uriM.:I"'m ,.,hoY> n,",,",n,,,,,,:t +n rn"'",'" nnrnhpl'<:;
VIt; l"Ul Y , 1.U.l nJ.i:tuvJ..1, n,n."" ..... v,tJYVt..".","* '"'''' ...... _... - ..... _..----'-7 

with the loss of such strongpoints as Arnida and Bezabde. 
The classical allusion is to Thuc. 1. 6~. 

{: The bitter eomnlents upon JOVirui'S treaty of l... D. 363 
(Or. 18. ~79 f.) deliberately recall this passage. 
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a PrisEcuLs, theNNeo-PIatonist, visited Julian at Paris: ct· .1,,'. 

JUIian, . .F. o. 13. . 
~ The first redaction of the Homeric poems was under

taken upon the orders of Peisistratus (r.. 535 B.C.): ct. Paus. 
7.26. 13. 
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gives power to the man of understanding. 55. As 
your fame grew, there arrived not dancers and actors 
with the material for ribald laughter, not pipers and 
harpists who expel elevating conversation from the 
dining table, but swarms of orators and a philosopher 
from Athens, fine as a person, finer as an acquaint
ance, intellectually without equal, and in eloquence 
intent upon the reality rather than the appearance 
of excellence.a 56. He bestowed praise here and 
counsel there, and then departed with a gift which 
you alone of all emperors have granted, a poem in his 
honour. If we praise Peisistratus for his collation of 
another man's compositions, in what category shan 
we place the disciple of Homer? II 

57. Yet, by your overwhelming victory over the 
enemy, you caused distress not merely to the van
quished but to him who conquered by your agency. 
Such an intractable disease is envy, where the 
person helped hates the helper's power. At that very 
time, long nurtured against our emperor here, it 
sprang up an~ fanned the spark into flame. 58. 
First of all, he stripped him of his friends, to harm 
him in his counsels; but he remained as full of good 
counsel as before.C Then he stripped him of a large 
part of his forces, to weaken him; but he remained 
no less strong. Then he called for his whole force, 
putting forward the pretext of operations against 
Persia and under these most specious terms betraying 
both the emperor and the cities. His reaction was 
one of what I can only call unreasonable restraint; 
he bade his troops march, but the laments of their 
womenfolk affected them. These, who had but now 

C Of. Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q . .Ath. 982 c if. For a fuller 
account cf. Or. 18.90 tr., Amm. Marc. 20. 4. Zag, 3,8, 
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&.J..1]BerJ1'r:.pos. MSS. 
2 8EOS F.: otos MSS.: olwpos conj. Re. 
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recovered from one ordeal, were now faced with a 
second blow, but not even so was he induced to 
resist. 59. What then is it that makes an emperor 
great? Here I believe observers will bestow more 
searching scrutiny. Coercion was not applied to the 
troops, nor was the emperor coerced by them; his 
subjects were not so ill disciplined that they would 
attack their leader's decision and seek to direct him. 
What then was the true story? A god inspired them: 
they had no preconceived plan: their words were 
uttered before the thought was formulated-and 
that was god's work. Then came an injunction akin 
to the first, and this gave him, besides his cloak of 
sea purple, a diadem jewel-studded and itself adorned 
with sea pearls. He cast his gaze up to heaven, and 
both the gift and its receipt were heaven's will.a 

60. It is not the Pythian priestess, but the god who 
puts the words into her mouth, whom we believe re
sponsible for the oracles Ii: so now let our judgement 
be that this was the doing of the powers that inspired 
them and induced him to put the crown on his head 
rather than of men reaching their decision of their 
own free will. Indeed the likelihood is that inquiry 
was made of the gods, they gave their assent, and 
they set in motion an action of which they approved. 
For though disapproving of an honour undeserved, 
they would sponsor one well merited. 61. This is not 
to say that this divine assent came as a godsend to 
the object of their care, as if he had long nurtured 
such desire~ in his heart. He accepted it as a lesser 
evil, with reluctance and hesitation, adhering to his 
earlier course and awaiting the verdict of men after 

a OJ, Or, 13,38 ff, and note, 
b Of. Or. IS. 48 and note. 

73 



LIBANIUS 


\ \ " (J" \ ~\" '~I 

6
fJ-ETa. TI)V avw EV €fJ-€V€. TOV OE €Ka.fJ-1TTEV OUO€V. 

Gl " \ l' t ~ , \ I~ \ \ " 
;(,. EWS fJ-EV OVJI V7T1)aaV El\1rtO€S Ka.TaMaywv 
,.. ,\ ~ \ 1\ \' 1 ..I.. 1 

aVELXEV. E1TH OE 1TOI\EfJ-0'!i fJ-EV EKEK1JpVKTO aa't'1J'!i, 

R 388 £1T€TE'Xt,€TO I 8' I 'haMa, 1TapEKaAELTo SJ TO F 32 
K \ 1 , .. ~\ \ ~ (J I , 1 ~\ f 

€I\TtKOV, EI(£VEI.TO oE TO k/I(U '1(0'11, EXWPE' of. 0 
'1' , 1 ~\ t {;I '" ~\ ,~\ 

1TE~O'!i, €1TOPEUETO oE 0 TO~OT7}S', KaT€'XE oE OVOEV 
,~ \ " ..I.. 'II " fI ''1QUOE E1T€CJTP€'t'fJI, OU Epawv '11'7TOS XpEfJ-ET'":,WV

\ \ E'J. 1 , \ 1
11'€P' TO'll V't'paT1)V, OV fJ-1)xava, 11'poaayofJ-Eva, 

1 , (J " 1 \ ,'\ '1 1
T€'x€a,v, OU p1)vovO'a, 11'01l€'S', OV I( EI\7T'~O fJ-EVOV 

1
1riJp, dAA' €WVEITO 7f} fPWfJ-atwv 'Yii TO'll tj>6vov TWV 

, '..I.. I Q Q' " I " 
/l€YUJTWV a't'taTafJ-EVO'!i t-'apt-'apo,s, ,va fJ-1J fJ-'I(PWV,,' \' e,~\, 1 
Tcp YEVE', TOTE 01) TOTE TOVS aVT'l(a ,aTafJ-EVOVS 
, ..I.. \ \ \ ..I.. ' ...., \ t, f~ \ 

a't'E's T1)V I\€W't'0POV 0'1(011'1£''11 aUTOS ET€paV 000'11 

dTp,,sij I(at TpaXE'iav Kat I(P1)fJ-VOLS' a11'0pov, dJa11'€p 
\ '" , JI 1 ~ I " 

Twa TWV EV aaTE' XE'P011'0''r(TWV opofJ-WV, 1JvuaEV 
J/ 'A 1\ \ f I I \ ~ I ,Q
,awS' 11'01l1lWVOS' "fJi'OUfJ-£VOU Ka, TO oUUfJaTOV 

AEatvoVTOS l(aTcl rf]V T6.tj>pOV TWV 'AxatWv. 63. 
ft <;'\.....!\ I , , II 1 

OVTW 01) TWV w\tUK0fJ-€VWV OUK a(.uuav0fJ-€VWV, 
., .... , [11 I" .... ~ 1R 389 W(11TEP TtVWV "X(]UWV OU1TW TOU O'KTVOU uvvax

[11 '<;'1 \ l' , ..1.. "" 'f3''(]€J,"TOS, E7TE(01) Ka,pos 1)'11, aVE't'aV1) 7TPWTOV E11" as 
" " \ ~ 1 ,~ , f ..I.. I~ \

TWV EaxaTWV Kat o(1)VEyK€V OuoEV U't'UOpOU KOI\VfJ-
a '" I \ t, .A I 1"\ 

fJ1)TOU KpV1TTOfJ-EVOU fJ-€V U1t'O TOtS VWTO'S T1}S 
lL\ 1 \ (J' ~'I \ ,\ ... " UaI\auQ'1)'!i, I\av avoVTOS 01£ TOUS E1T£ T1)S 7JWVOS' F 33 
fI "f3 1\ 64 fJ ~ I \ I \ I '" €WS' a'll OUI\1)Tat. • OUTW of 1TI\EtW 1\01'0'11 TOU 

fJ-~ 80K€LV dStKE/'v ~ ri}'!i VlK1)S av'Tijs £11'1£11'0(1)1'0, 

1 tP6vov MSS.: ~fiov F. (conj. Ht'.). 

a For Constantius' preparations against Julian in A.D. 

360/l c/. Julian 286 a ff. 
b The Gothic embassy of § 78 is apparently a consequence 

of this manreuvre of Constantius. 
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that of heaven. However, Constantius remained 
inflexible. 62. So while ever a prospect of recon
ciliation existed, Julian stayed his hand. But once 
open war had been proclaimed, Italy put on a war 
footing, approaches made to the Celtic peoples a and 
the Goths roused to action against him, b ,,,hen 
forces of infantry and archers advanced undeterred, 
and with no backward glance either for the Persian 
cavalry that neighed on the banks of the Euphrates, 
or for the siege engines that were brought against our 
fortresses, or for the laments of the cities and the 
expected holocaust, and when, at the cost of massacre 
for the Roman world, they surrendered our most 
important persons to barbarians, not to mention 
those of low degree,c then, and then only, did he 
leave his adversaries to watch the highroad while he 
set his feet upon another way,d pathless, steep and as 
precipitous as a man-made flight of stairs in a city.e 
Perhaps Apollo was his guide, smoothing the im
passable ways, as he did around the ditch of the 
Achaeans/ 63. So they never noticed that they were 
caught like fish before the net is drawn tight. When 
the time came, he suddenly made his appearance on 
the frontier,g just like an underwater diver who is hid
den under the surface of the sea and unobserved by 
watchers on shore for as long as he likes. 64. He had 
been far less interested in actual victory than in 

C As at Amida (Amm. Marc. 19. ~-9), Singara and 
Bezabde (ibid. 20. 6-7). 

II Refers to Julian's advance along the Danube in A.D. 
861. ~ 

t TWV ••• SpOp.wv, from its iambic rhythm, may embody 
a quotation from drama. I' t OJ. Homer, niad, 15. 853 if.I For the surprise of Sirmium c/. Amm. Marc. Q1. 9. 5 if., (I 

i 
; 75 



LIBANIUS 

rJ ", ~ ~ ~'R R \ ~, tE" I
WaT 	 E:V fLEaO'~ TOL~ o£tVOt~ £fL,..€,..1]KWS at /\/\1]

., 'f}' "'\ "" ,I 
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,\ '''' \ \ t , , If 
aTo/\a~ €KHaE KaTa TOVS €KaaTWV TP01TOVS fLE(',::>OV~, 
" , \ ', It" , , ~ 
E/\aTTOVS, TO fLEUOV €XOva(lS, WS €fL€/\/\OV TOLS 

8EgofLEVOL~ apfLoa€tv. 65. (3ovA€VOfLEVOV ToivVIl EV
' \ ~ t.::'I' '" , C1 \~" 8'IIaLOIILlf 1T£P" T7J~ ~PlfK1]~, £tT €fLfJO/\1]S £LTE Ka €

~ t , \ ~ \ '8 ... " 
opa~ 0 KaLpo~, KaL Tep 1T/\1] EL TWV 1TO/\EfLtwV 
)' , \, '\J/

aVTLTaTTOIlTOS apET1]V TVXYJ TL~ KPLV€L TO €pyov 

~avxa'6VTWV TWV o1TAwv 1TP~1TOl' €gEvpovaa Tn 
" ) ~ \ \ J/~ " \

avYY€VELlf 1T€pa~. €1T€L01] yap €oEL KpaT1]aaL TOl' 
" 'c ' \" , \ \afLvllofL€VOII, €~YJp1Taa€ TOV €1TLOVTa voaep' KaL TO 
\, rl I """ ~\ ,~ A 

fLEV TP01TaLOl' OVTW fLEya, aTpanWTWV OE ovoafLov 
, ,/.. 66 t , , "R'''' \,

Tay;O~ • • V1TOXWPEiTW TOLVVV T<[J ,..aaL/\Ei KaL 
n 390 K" (' '8'/" , ..., \ \ , ...
1" vpo~ 0 fLEya~ EV EOy;L/\WV Kpta€L. KaL yap €, TOV 

'" , 'J"\'"1TOLfLEVO~ ETVXEV EL~ aWT1]pLav, aI\/\a' fL£fLaX1]TaL yE 
~ I , \ 'I' t'1 ' ,/.. ,

T<[J 1Ta1T1T<[J KaL n Kat 1T/\EOV, W~ aOKpaT1]~ 'l'1]aLV, 
<I 8' ( ... M I~ l' \ \ , 

wa OfLOV YJOOV~ TE ELX£ Kat aVVEKa/\V1TT£TO' 
\~, \'\' ... 8' 	 1t" 

aot oE KalV\tWV TOV KT1] EVTO~ 0 T1]~ KTYJaEWS 
1 8"''''' \ \8 1 \ \ ,...

TP01TOS Ka apCf TrJ XEtpt 1Tap£/\ ovn 1TpOS TO 1Tav. 
\ ~\ II '\\ \ \ '\., 8 ' \67. TO o£ En Ka/\/\LOV, T1]1I yap aVT1]1I 1]a YJaav E'TTL 

I t~ \ t/ 'I' \ r ," 
TOVTOLS 1]oovnv OV~ TE TJyE~ KaL 0 ~ a1TYJVTas' VOfL<[J\ \ 8'~ t, 'f' ,/.. 1\ ~ \ \ " 
fLEV yap fLE ETEPWV 1]aav, 'l'tl\Tp<[J OE fLETa aov 

1 '\ l' (3 \ I .,
1TVV8aVOfLEIlOL YVWfLrJ fLEV €Lvat aaL/\Ea, 1TOVOLS 
~ \ '68 \ ...' >/, \'I' \
OE avaTpamwTYJv, • KaL TOUT ap 1]V TO T1]1I 

J.. \ I \,... I I" 8 \K£'I'a/\1]V aov 1Tapa TWV KpELTTOVWV ayw at 1TpOS F 34 
) I~ " ) \ 8' " J.. ' \' 1

avaoTJfLu, 01TWS aKO/\OU TJO"[} Tep aT£'favep fLEV 0pYYJ, 

It 391 rfj Of onn KtV1]atS, Tn KLvr]aEL Of I 0 aos OPOfLOS 

--.....~~ ~----~~-----------

a Julian, E.L.F. Nos. 90-92: cf. Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 968 fr., 
ad Corinthio8, Lib. 01\ 14. 29 f., ad senatum Rornanum., 
j\.jnm. 	~Y1arc. 21. 10.7. 

b Constantius died in Nov. A.D. 361 in Cilicia while on 
his way to encounter Julian, who was consolidating his 
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avoiding the appearance of aggression, and in conse
quence in the midst of peril he sent messages of 
explanation to all men throughout Greece, of long, 
short or moderate length, as was likely to suit the 
character of the recipients.a 65. Then, in Pannonia, 
as he was taking counsel with regard to Thrace, as 
to whether it was the moment to deliver or await an 
attack, and as he deployed his valour in opposition to 
the masses of the foe, a stroke of fortune decided the 
issue without, recourse to arms and devised an end 
that befitted the ties of kinship. He was on the defen
sive and would surely have gained the day, when 
fortune took off the attacker by illness, and so the 
triumph was complete at the cost of no soldier's life./) 
66. Then let even Cyrus the Great give way to our 
emperor if it comes to any comparison of divine 
favour. He had a shepherd to save him, but he stiJI 
fought his grandfather c; and worse still, as Iso
crates says, he won Media and at the same time hid 
his face for shame.a For you, Sire, as you proceeded 
to supreme power with hands clean, the method of 
acquiring it was more glorious than its acquisition. 67. 
More glorious still is the fact that both your followers 
and your opponents rejoiced with the same joy at this 
event. Officially, they were on the other side, but 
their hearts were with you as they learned that you 
showed the spirit of an emperor and yet comradeship 
in their wars. 68. This then was why the powers above 
encircled your head with the diadem, that anger 
should follow upon your coronation, mobilization 
upon anger, your advance upon mobilization, and 
position at Naissus before a 
Marc. 21. Hi. 

e Of. Herod. 1. 110 ff. 
d Of. Isocr. Or. 9. 38. 

move on Thrace: cf. Amm. 

77 



LIBANIUS 

\ I ~ \ ... 1 \ 1 ~€'El
I<at YEVO£O O'YJ TOtS 7TpaYJ-LaClt 7TII'YJGLOV. ~ 0 

, ~ ).. 1 \)..1 (J' \ A f ~ 


OKV€LS, 'f'YJGt, TOll 'f0llOV, appEt. Kat TOVTO 1]J-LLV 


J-LEA~GEt. 
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I:. ' fl"" , '\ \ I:.


Ec.:,1]7TaT1JJ-L€VOS aVTOV TE KaKff.tV1]lI vaTEpOll a7T1Jllllac.:, E 
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a For Julian's divination before leaving Gaul of the 
imminence of the death of Constantius oj. Amm. Marc. '21. 
'2. '2. Lib. Or. 18. lIS, Zos. 3. 9, Zonaras 18. II. . 

b For the edict of toleration oj. E.L.F. No. 4'2, 
c The senate at Constantinople, enrolled by Themistius 
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so you should be brought close to power. "If you 
shrink from killing," was their message, " take heart. 
This will be our concern."a 

69. Having thus gained most of Europe and Asia 
besides more honestly than anyone we can recall, his 
first care was for religion.b In this he was like a 
skilled shipwright who before all else looks to the 
keel. In its strength lies the safety of the boat, and 
in the same way the safety of our cities lies in the 
worship of the gods. Thus he raised temples and 
built altars, and schooled his country not to fight 
against the good, when she was least patient of the 
smoke of sacrifice which was so beneficial for her. 
He was like a son reproving his mother, and removing 
both her and himself from error after originally 
being her companion in infatuation. 

70. I am surprised at people who, when discussing 
the Persians, predict that you will beat them, without 
realizing that you have beaten them already, at that 
very time when you settled by the Bosporus at the 
mouth of the Pontus and did just what I am now 
doing-presented a composition of your own to the 
supreme senate. c The manner of the victory is as 
follows. 71. Constantius had stripped the eastern 
empire of its picked troops when he began his 
march. He entrusted the cities to the weakest of 
his forces who, protectors to all appearances, them
selves needed protection. Thus both flock and watch
dog alike were in fear and trembling. We thus 
felt that we had before our eyes the sack of our 
cities, though it had not yet occurred, and that our 

in A.D. 358/9, brought the new Rome into line with the old. 
uE)'aAn differentiates the senate from the local boulae (CUTiat)
of the' municipalities. 
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1 EKlivov • • • nthw !fISS. (except for corrections in P and 
Vat. 84): €KelvovS ••• aUTO'S F. (corrections as above). 

a Demaratus, deposed king of Sparta, sought refuge with 
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safety lay in flight. 72. The inhabitants of the inland 
area envied the luck of those by the sea; and those 
by the coast in tum envied those of their number who 
owned a ship; to possess a boat was at that time the 
height of good fortune. Visitors from Cyprus were 
overwhelmed with attentions and promised hospi
tality, but even the sea was not without its perils; in 
the harbours people were sure to be wounded in the 
struggle to get aboard, and on the high seas corpses 
would float as pirate bands collected in this hour of 
crisis. 73. Yet a single day was enough to put a stop 
to this panic, for the same day that gave you your 
present state gave us the courage to remain. Though 
no reinforcements reached us at all, nor had we walls 
built or building, though the enemy was not visited 
by plague, your mere name cast out fear from us and, 
though seventy day's march from the Tigris, you 
caused panic among the Persians just as though you 
had raised your battle standard. 74. That doubly 
damned rogue, that second Demaratus who filled the 
ears of the Persian king with the ta1e of our wealth 
and who promised to betray to him during the winter 
our city in thrall,a changed his tune, and his words 
were those of Polydamas at the appearance of 
Achilles.b Any sensible man will describe this as a 
great victory, in no way less than the one to come. It 
has kept us from captivity and ensured no more suffer
ings for us: your future triumph will, with heaven's 
grace, lead our enemy captive and ensure for us ven
geance for wrongs suffered. 75. An enemy, in fact, 

Xerxes and acted as his adviser in the invasion of 480 B.C. 
Similarly, the protector Antoninus deserted to the Persians 
and acted as Sanor's adviser in the recent campaigns: d. 
Amm. Marc. IS: 5. . - . 

b Homer, Iliad. 18. 247 fT. 
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a Of. Or. 18. 164 f. Here Assyria is used as an allusive !synonym for Persia. Other fourth-century writers contL'1ue 
to use the term" Parthian" in the same way. 

~ Homer, Wad, 9. 81 1£. 
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is worsted not just when he is caught, but whenever 
he hopes to succeed and then is thankful to come off 
with a whole skin. By counting chickens before they 
are hatched .he feels that he has sustained loss. 76. 
This then is one proof that the Persians are defeated, 
but there is yet another. Pray, pardon me, Sire, if I 
broadcast news of any secret, but this forces me to 
speak and leaves me unable to keep my mouth 
shut. The other day a message from Assyria came 
requesting free entry for a herald and embassy 
and suggesting that differences be settled by nego
tiation.a 77. At this I thought that he would 
applaud and dance for joy and be all eagerness, 
and I began to offer congratulations, in t.his behav
ing like one who has suffered many a set-back, but 
he cast aside the message with more courage than 
Diomede," for he thought it a disgrace that any
one who deserved to be punished should dare to 
talk of peace. 78. No less forthright was his reply 
to envoys from the Goths. C When he found them 
quibbling about the terms of their treaty, he told 
them to be off and look to their arms. For the first 
time for years a Roman has bearded a barbarian. 
79. What then has caused this change in martial 
spirit? And what has caused the Romans to inspire 
fear among the Persians? No infantry battle, no 
cavalry activity, no innovation in armament or inven
tion of engines of war, but it is the many sacrifices, 
the frequent blood-offerings, the clouds of incense, the 
feasting of gods and spirits that has brought our 
enemies low. 80. Thus he rejoices in the title of priest 

C Cf. § 62. rt is uncertain whether there is any connection 
between this incident and the ane('oute preserved by 
Eunapius (F.B.G. v./'r. 2ft. 1) =E.J"F. No. 94. 
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no less than in that of emperor, and the title is 
matched by his actions, for he has excelled priests 
in his performance of services to the gods as he has 
done emperors in government. Nor do I mean these 
spiritless priests of the present day but those in 
Egypt who have long been specialists in their art.a 
He did not comply with the dictates of convention 
and offer sacrifices on some occasions and refrain 
on others. He believed in the rightness of the state
ment that deeds and words must both begin with the 
gods; ....ll the sacrifices that he knows other people 
make at the month's beginning he has ensured shall 
take place every day; he greets the rising of the sun 
and sees it to its rest with offerings of blood, and also 
prepares the same for the spirits of the night.b 

81. Since, as a consequence of his station, he is mostly 
kept indoors and cannot hurry to the temple every 
day, he makes a temple of his palace, and his gardens 
are more holy than the actual temples are among 
some people . .:: The altars become the more pleasant 
because of the trees, and the trees because of the 
altars. 82. And, best of all, he is not enthroned on 
high or fenced around with golden shields, worship
ping the gods by means of another's hands. He 
performs the sacrifice in person; he busies himself 
on the preparations, gets the wood, wields the knife, 
opens the birds and inspects their entrails. The proof 
of this is in his fingers which bear the evidence 
therefrom. It is absurd, he thinks, that he should 
handle personally messages to his future governors 

mob dubbing him 'ti'ict-imuriu8 (ibid. 2'3. 14.3). Tho insistence 
of the pagan Libanius upon the virtues of Julian's conduct 
in religion must be considered in the lig-ht of such opposition. 

c qr, 01" L UH, 15.71, 18. 177. 
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a This authoritarian attitude also emerges very dearly 
from Ammianus' account of his conduct of the Persian 
campaign. . 

b i.e., the barbarians must reconcile themselves to agri~ 
culture: vocabulary hints at Al'istoph. Wasps. 850. 

C Of. Or. 16. 19. 
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and yet not fulfil his duties towards the gods with the 
same hands. 83. As a result, he does not institute 
committees of generals, brigadiers and colonels to 
deal with matters of urgency, nor does he waste time 
in discussion, but he has recourse to his instructors a 

in secret lore, and so has done with problems. Hence 
it happens that, though no or very few dispatches 
arrive from the frontiers of the empire, yet he is 
aware of everything. Just as nothing on this earth, 
Sire, remains unnoticed by the sun, so by the gift of 
this very sun nothing happens of which you too 
remain unaware. 84. Moreover, all the barbarians 
bordering on our frontiers from the western ocean to 
the Pontic shores have put up their weapons and 
plough their fields and, despairing of battening upon 
those of our provinces too, they offer up their prayers 
to Demeter.b Those of your subjects who were 
destined to go wrong have brought their own ruin in 
their devotion to tyranny, but though unable to 
achieve their objective, when caught they failed to 
suffer the punishment they dreaded: they, and they 
alone, live to ten the tale after engaging in such con
spiracies.c 85. I used to a'dmire Xerxes for not execut
ing those men who presented themselves to die as 
scapegoats for the death of his envoys.!' His heralds 
had suffered at the hands of the state as a whole, a 
fact the Persian could easily have ignored, and he re
spected the courage shown by such self-sacrifice. 
Here our emperor, in dealing with the members of 
unspeakable plots against his person, exacted no 
punishment beyond proving their guilt. 

86. This event, gentlemen, let us attribute to those 
same helpers whose protection is more effective than 

t! Of. O't. 15.40: Herod. 7. 136. 
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that of Argus the earth-born.a They join his guards 
in protecting him, and they guard against the guards 
also, and if they find any acting not as watch-dogs 
but as wolves, they signify the fact, not by any vague 
or oblique vision of dreams, but by actually telling 
him of any treachery. We now look at each other 
face to face; we could inform one another about 
the virtues or defects of the speaker; in exactly 
the same way they communicate with him, and 
honour his eyes with the sight of themselves, and 
they refuse to let us disbelieve Homer when he asso
ciates gods with humans as comrades and friends. 
87. The gods were bound to be your friends, Sire, 
for you have ignored none of their altars in your 
journey here. For instance, you diverged from your 
direct route, visited Phrygia and bestowed upon our 
Mother of the Gods much signal honour before 
resuming your march. Ii And, upon your arrival here, 
though an ignoramus might describe your conduct 
as inacitivity, in my opinion you have fought the 
good fight and devised a means of victory more deci
sive than actual fighting. The circumstances are as 
follows. 88. In days gone by, the might of Persia 
did not surpass our own in numbers; it was no more 
valiant, or proficient or strongly armed. The one 
factor whose presence unites all these qualities and 
whose absence ruins them, had deserted us and 
ranged itself on their side-those deities who control 
war, battle and rout, who crush those that spurn 
and strengthen those that revere them. 89. So, upon 
the meeting of the armies, their invisible weapons, 

4 Argus. the hundred-eyed. was set by Hera to guard 10: 
cf Aesch. P. V. 568. 

l; CI. Or. is, l6i f.• An1in. r"farc. ~~. 9. 5. 
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aimed by Ares and his henchmen, Panic and Fear,a 
were hurled against our troops and gripped their 
spirits. At this they were shaken at heart and let 
their swords fall from their grasp, and, as men are 
bound to be, they were worsted by gods. 90. Thus 
in the sure knowledge that every soldier must adore 
the gods he needs to help him in the fight, for this, 
not shield, breastplate or spear, is the ideal arma
ment, and in communion with the gods, as you are, 
you armed yo...r forces with understanding of these 
greater powers, and every man hastens of his own 
free will to their altars competing with his fellows 
with offerings of incense. b 

91. This then is the bulwark you have made for 
the Roman empire. With saving grace you seek to 
correct the remainder of its population, inducing 
others to suffer a sea-change, for now the inhabi
tants of the world are being transformed from mere 
swine into hutnanbeings.c 92. The cause of all this 
is eloquence. It results from understanding, and 
understanding from eloquence, and with eloquence 
of every type you have furnished your intellect, with 
compositions rapid or leisurely, letters, dialogues and 
the beauties of verse. In these you produce works of 
panegyric, persuasion, injunction and charm. You 
excel the orators in philosophy, philosophers in 
oratory, and both alike in poetry. Similarly you excel 

t: 	

poets in both these accomplishments and indeed ali 
those just mentioned by your perfect Latinity, of 
which I cannot speak from my own knowledge, but 
from the conviction that our Carthaginian friend has 

~ For Julian's exclusion of Christian!> from the civil and 
military services of. B.L.F'. No. 50. 

c Homer, Od, 4, 4.55 ff, 
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, ( K ,~ 93""/
~I
1TE1TE~K€V 0 apXTJoovtOS EKE'VOS. • wa7' E~ 0'0' 

crvfL~Efi~KEt TavTa KEKTfjaOa~ fiaatAEtas aVEv, 1ToA
\~ " Q \1 '0 I I \ \
I\O'S av ",aatl\€wv E1Tt VfLLav 1TapEaXES TO. fLEV 

• ~ ~" \ ~\ \ \ Q" \., I
av'TWV oovvaL, 'To. DE aa l\a",EW, Kat Et yE 1TWS 
,'" ~I \1 " .J.' ,~\€VfJV 0'0' oEKa Yl\waams EK1TEfL1TELV 'f'WVfJV, OVOEV 
" ,~ I A \ \' \ \ I 94 av EOEOV 'TWV 1TEpt Tas €1TtarOl\as aVfLfLa XWV. • 

I ~ \ , \ \ \ \ \ \ \ 1\
TOVTOVS 0'1] TOVS 1TOMOVS Kat Kal\OVS Kat 1TOLKLI\OVS 

AOYovs ou 1Tp€O'~VTEpOLS Tfjs apxfjs fLOVOLS €K~aW 
I '\\' , I JI \ _ \ t \ ,_

1TOVOLS, aM ETTJpTJaas ETL KaL VVV TTJV V1TEP aVTWV 
) , \'" tR \' ~OaypV1TV,av. Kat OVK TJvaYKaaEV TJ ",aaLI\Eta KE,a aL 

, \ R R\' JI \ \) t , \ ~ "'" I
fLaTa,a Ta ",L",I\La, al\1\ TJ fLEV VV!> E1TL TTJS 1TpWTTJS 
" , , ~, II~ \ " "') '0
€TL fLO Lpas , crv OE 'tOELS 1TOI\V 1TpOTEpOS TWV OpVL WV 
," , I 	 (I I \I'" 	 R IR 401 'I] TLKTWV /\Oyovs TJ TOV E'TEPWV TOKOV l\afL",avwv. 
" ~ \' \, \ I I
V1TVOV OE Laxvs KEKpaTTJTaL KEKOl\aafLEVfJS yaaTpos' 

\ \ \., '\ ,.." R\ .J.'
fLE'Ta fLEV yap OLVOV Kat 1TI\TJafLoVfJS apxEt ",I\E'f'apwv 
,,, " ~ " " ~ , 95 I€KEtVOS, aVEV oE TOVTWV OV fLEya OVVa'TaL. • TL 
~\ 0 ') , '\ I 1\\)
0'1] 	 aVfLaarov, Et aWfLaTwv WI\LywPTJTaL Kal\l\OS EV 

, \ .J.'" \1 ~\, I 0 '" ~,
TE'TTLyWV fLEV 'Tp0'f'T/, I\oywv OE a1TEpyaaL'tJ EWV OE 

1 I ~\ ~ \ \ ,\ '" I
avvovat't, 1TovCfI oE crvV€XE' j TO yap Em 'TaVTa 

eppVTJKOS a~PTTJTaL TWV €KEtOcv ~OOVWv. Ka~ F 43 
KWOVVEVEL rfj 1TPOS TO aw~pOVE£V 1TapaaKwfj TWV 

\ "" J. I ., I , ~O \
1TEpL TTJS aw'f'pocrvVfJS E1Tawwv a1TEaTEPT)a aL' TO 

, ~') ,,' "'0 ~ , I 
yap fLTJO EYXWPEtV EVTav a oLaLTTJs TETaYfLEvov 
~ \ I II '" \ 0 '" , 96OOVI\€V€W Epwn ?T01l1JPCfl TO avp.a. 1TEpLT/PT)KE. • 

...... tAfR \1 \tI ,..
TOLOVTOS 'l]fLLV 0 ",aaLI\€VS T€ KaL V1TaTOSJ VLKWV 

a For Julian's various literary activities cl. Or. 17.27, 18. 
302, 24. 37: also Amm. Marc. 16. 5. 7, where his facility in 
Latin is noted.. The identity of the· Carthaginian is un
certain: he may be the Latin orator whose composition 
preceded that of Libanius on this occasion (cl. Or. 1. 127 if.). 

11 Homer. Iliad. 2. 489. 	 . I 
C "Grasshopper's food" was proverbially microscopic. 
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inspired in me.a 93. Thus, if you had possessed all 
these attributes without coming to the throne, you 
would have made many an emperor wish himself to 
be in your shoes and you in his; and, had you ten 
tongues to speak with, b you would need no one 
to assist you in your correspondence. 94. This splen
did variety of glorious eloquence you have acquired 
not simply by your efforts before ascending the 
throne: even no\v you continue to spend sleepless 
nights upon it. Your imperial majesty has not com
pelled your books to lie idle, but while the night is yet 
young you give utterance much earlier than do the 
birds, either begetting works of your own or taking 
up those begotten by others. Your appetites are 
controlled and the power of sleep has been overcome, 
for sleep holds sway over the eyes in conjunction 
withwine and a full belly. Without these its power 
is small. 95. What cause for surprise, then, that he 
disregards physical attractions, when he lives on next 
to nothing,C engages in literary composition, associates 
with gods and performs unremitting toil? d A dedi
cation to these pursuits is far removed from physical 
pleasure. In fact, because of this armour of self
control, he may perhaps even lose the praise it 
deserves, since the very impossibility of a life ordered 
on these lines falling under the spell of ignoble pas
sion detracts from the feeling of admiration. 96. 
Such then is our emperor and consul, supreme by the 

OJ. Plut. SYlll;p. 4. 1. 1 €v dEpt KaL 3poac.p KaBa:TrliP at 1'E7'TLY€S 

GLTavtt-€VOv; Theocr. Id. 4. 16; Al'btoph. Nub. 1360. The 
proverb is personified in the legend of Tithonus. 

:l Cf, Or. is. 170 If., where ihis topic is elaborated. Tht: 
pathos of the Epitaphios is heightened by its deliberate 
reminiscences of this panegyric, both in arrangement of 
material and in nse of vocabulary, 
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t 	 I " t ~ ,I, J.. r I , \ \ I I 
a1Ta(Jat~ OU fLoVOV 1)fLwV 'f'TJ'f't,:>ofLfVWV al\l\a Kat 
() ~ 5:' '(' , J.. I I I ~ M'

EWV ULicaSOVTWV, EfL'f'pa1'1'WV Kat 1'0 1'OU WfLOV 
I ",..,....) Q I ,\ \ .... 

(J1'OfLa 'T11 Trj~ apETrjS aKp',..,fLCf· €1TEt Kat 1'OU1'O 
~ I \ './",. I \ I ~ , , I 

YEwaLOV Kat {1-€yal\0'f'vxoJl 1'0 1T0l\U 'T11 'TVXV I\EL1T0
\ I () 1 I t ''( I r I ... 

fLEVOV 1TPOEI\€(J at 1'OV ofLosuya KaL fL1J1'f 1'0 (JXTJfLa 
~ J.. ~ 'JI t, " , lL I '" 
OLa'f'VYEtV OVK 0V1'0~ OJL01'LfLOV fL1J1' E1TLVl.lfLLCf 1'OU 

R 402' I I '" 1\\ • (' ~t:. I t I
(JX1JfLa1'o~ 1TpLV 1) Kal\l\LOV a1T0oELsaL 1'OV OfL01'LfLov. 

' t'l I"'" I () '() I " ,97 • 1TaV1'WS OE KaL .::.av O~, a ava1'O~ £7T1T0S, OUK 
, 	 I '( I n I~ () , \ \ 

1J1'LfLaSE 1'OV 1)oa(Jov 1Tapa EOVTa. KaL 1TpOS 
, ,.. t' I "A() '" \I

1'OV1'CfJ yE 1'CfJ 1Tapao€tYfLa1'L Trjv 1)vav Kat 1'OV 
A I~ 'J,.,' f \ JI " tl 
ULOfL1J01JV €'f' EVO~ t(JJLEV ayofLEVOVS app,a1'Os> 
~ \ ()' JI~ 'JI
OHV1)V EOV avopa l' apw1'ov. 

98. Nul' fLOL OOKOU(JL Kat yafLoL (Jw~pom5VV . 

(JVV€(JwOaL 	I Kat 1TaV1'a (JUfL~6Aata OLKatoaVVf/S F 44: 
() 't:. \ ") I~~ 	 () I II

fLE E~ E£V Kat 71'aLO€S €1T afLEtVO(JL 1'EX 1)(JE(JuaL . 
A "~A ..... If 

XP1J(J1'OV 1'LVOS OLWVOU 1'1JS (]'f)S 1TP0(]'f)yoptas 7}yov-
I 

fLEV1JS. 
~ .\', '" 'I' 'I

• OU1'OV EyW 1'OV EVLaU1'OV, fL 1'LS 1JV aywv99T 
, '" til 'll\ '" , I ~ ... 
EVLaV1'OL~, W(J1TEP au1\1)1'aLS, Kat KPL(JLS, oOKW fLOL 

.... ,\ '" ..... ,.. tl \ \ 
1Ta(JW av VLK7](Jat 1'OLS KpL1'aLS. V1Ta1'OV fLO yap 
,(' 't:. \ \ \ ~ ,/; I "" '" '" 

€OEsaVTO 1T01\I\0t
I 

Kat UEsatV1'O yE, 1TPW1'OS DE OV1'OS 
• I' .,. ~ J.. I , A QI '('\

€V fLovapXtCf. EL ow .t.Ja1T'f'W 1'1JV €(J,..,tav OUO€V 
, '\ Jlt:. () , , A I () t' \ I 

EKWI\U(JEV Eusa(J at VVK1'a aU1'TJ Y€VEO' at Ot1Tl\aO'Lav, 
't:. ' • I \ , XI " I€~€O'1'W KafLot 1'L 1Tapa1T1\1J(JWV aLTrjO'aL' pOVE, 

' I' '" I 	 t""" ~R 403 11'a7'Ep €VLavl'OV Kat jJ,'fJVWV, EK7'ELVOV 1JfLtV 
I I" t' , A " " 

1'OV1't 1'0 E1'OS OtOV 1'E 1TI\ELO'1'OV, W0'1TEP 01'E 
~H \ "", \ • /; II I· 

paKI\1)~ E0'1T€l,PE1'O 1'1JV VUK1'a E~€1'E'Va~, 

1 7rpo£AfaBa, M5S.: 7rpoaeMalhtt F. (conj. Cobet). 

a Son of Night (Hesiod, Theog. 914), and spirit ofridicule •.•..·.·1• 
and blame: c/. Lucian, Hermot. 20.. 	 .. 

b Sallustius; p. p. Gallig;rum. ..I\mmianus notes the n~ 
velt.y ofthis nomination, cf. 28. 1. 1. 
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unanimous verdict not merely of our finding but of 
gods in judgement, who stops even the mouth of 
Momus a by his consummate virtue. For his gener
ous and noble character is further demonstrated 
by his choice as colleague of a man of far lower 
station,b and by his refusal either to avoid the 
office because he has no peer, or, out of desire for 
it, to nominate a peer to himself before it was right 
and proper to do so. 97. In any case, Xanthus, that 
immortal steed, did not disdain his team-mate 
Pedasus C: and besides this example, we know that 
Athena and Diomede rode in the same chariot, " a 
dread goddess and a goodly man."d 

98. Now, so it seems to me, marriage and decency 
will unite and all contracts will partake of justice, 
and children will be born to a better future, for your 
title ushers in some good portent. e 

99. Were there competition between the years, as 
there is between athletes,! and decision upon the 
winner, this year would have been declared the 
winner by unanimous verdict. Many of them have 
welcomed a consul-and may they continue so to do 
-but this one leads the field in the monarchy. So, 
if nothing stopped Sappho of Lesbos from praying 
for her night to be made twice as long,g let me too 
make a similar prayer: "Chronos, father of the year 
and the months, extend this year for us as far as you 
can, as once you extended the night when Heracles 

o Of the horses of Achilles, Xanthus and Balius were 
immortal, while Pedasus was mortal: Homer, Iliad, 16. 
148 fr. 

If Tl!.1 !' no{\ 
- lVII,/,. iJ. 0.:>.,. 

t A theme resumed in the lament of Or. 17. 13. 

lOr. IS; gS3 develops this idea. 

g SRppho, fl'. 130 (Bergk). 
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\ ~ \ \ 1'/\ ~ a \ ~ \ Y \ t \
KaL U7J KaL OI\WS T£P ,.,aatl\Et T7JV ,:>W7JV U1i'Ep 
\" "",",'\ "\ A IyTOV opOV TOU k/OI\WVOS EI\KE aaUTOU VOP.L,:>WV 

KOap.ov aya(}ou ~aa'Alws y~pas. 100. TauTa 
,"" \ I \f I I ,~,

atTW Kat 1i'pOaETL T7JV 7Jp.ETEpav aTpaTtaV EV ":"OU

aOtS OEL'T11IfjaaL nEpawl' oll'OXOOVVTWV. TaUTa EiJ\ , '" N\ ~... \ \
XEaeat KaI\OV, TaVTa EUI\OYOl' 1TpoaoOKav. avv yap

'" \ ,\ , (}0E£P Kat aUTOL KLV7]aop.€ a. 
101. "18, o~ VlP.E T7Jl' EA€u8€ptav 1Taa{ y€ XP7JaTo'is 
'a\' " ,.."C\ ...Kat ,.,EI\TtUTOLS OtKETaLS, OUS ToaOUTOl' TWV E1T

'\ 8' , (11 , , ~ ,
€I\€V €PLCf 1TW1TOTE pa1TtaU€VTWl' Euoatp.Ol'EUTEPOVS
'" " "" \ , ,..0€T€OV oaol' EK€LlIOUS TWV EVTEI\EVT7}aaVTWV 'T1J 

~ \ I I a '\ \ I \' , ...
OOUI\€I.Cf. p.€Ta,.,al\l\€t yE TOL T7Jl' TVX7JV aUTOtS F 45 
, \ , J..' t ... ... '\ 8 , t' \,I

aV7Jp 0.'1' aVTOU 'T7JS' EIl€U €ptas apf:.op.€VOS' Kal. OUK 

Jciaas €l'OVVaaT€Vaat Til ~uxfi T7Jv O€U1TOTE{al' TWl' 
(I:' '" 102 \ \ ... '" \ c, 8 I7JOOVWl'. • Kat 1i'IlEOl'EKTouaL TWV P.EV ETEPW L
\ 8' 'I:' \ I ... '" t , ,R 404 I\U €VTWV EK OOVI\Etas 'T1J TOU V1TaTOV a€p.l'o'T7JTt, 

... 1:" 't '( I "' ... a \ I (} ,
TWV 0 au 1Tap V1TaToLS'T'f7 TOU ,.,aaLI\€WS 1Tpoa 7JK'f7, 
TWV 0' 0.0 1i'apa. TO'iS ~aatAEUat Tfj TOV vVl' {m€poxfi. 

OVTW 1Tapa1TA7Jatav TfjOE 1Tav1}yuptv oimw 1Tp6
t, N' ) 8 I "8'" 'J..T€POV €WpaKaaw OUT av pW1TWV OUTE €WV 0'1'

8aAp.ot, 

a The night was lengthened to enable Zeus to sllcceed in 
his affaire with Alcmene: rf. Plautus, Amph. 

b Herod. 1. 32. 

1 
I 
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was begottenP And moreover, take our emperor's 
life beyond the limits Solon set, II and think the old 
age of a good emperor to be a credit to yourself." 
100. Thi!3 is my prayer, and that our army may feast 
in Susa with Persians waiting upon them.c It is right 
for this to be our prayer and reasonable for it to be 
our expectation. We too will march with god on our 
side. 

101. Come, then! Grant freedom to all your good 
and trusty servants. They must be regarded as hap
pier than all who ever suffered for freedom's sake,just 
as these are happier than those who end their days in 
slavery. Their destiny is changed by a man who has 
of himself laid the foundations of freedom and who 
has forbidden the tyranny of pleasure to dominate 
his soul. 102. Because of the consul's prestige they 
have the advantage over slaves released from bondage 
elsewhere j over those released under consuls, their 
advantage lies in the addition of the emperor's title, 
over those under the emperors, in the surpassing 
merits of the present ruler. 

Thus a festival to compare with this has never 
before been looked upon by the eyes of either men 
or gods. 

C Deliberately echoed in Or. 18. 282. Susa. the capital of 
Persia in classical times, is used instead of the contempoJ'(.try. 
Ctesiphon. 
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I1PO~ IOYAIANON YllEP 

API~TO<lJANOY~ 


}{. 424 1. ElOwS' af 1ToM~v, JJ paaL'\fv, TWV TOtS' </>['\Ot-; F ii.87 

ou avvaywvL'oJkEVWV KaTfyvwKoTa KaKLav ~['\0S'
" ,\ 'A ,J.. 1 ~ K \ \wv aVTos pWT0't'aVH T!p 8' OptV L!p KaL TOV"e t """ , ..... \ A I \ av PW1TOV opWV €V T'{} 1Tapa aov 1TPOVOLff Tas 
, " '" I~ , I ~,.., '0V1TO"OL1TOVS' K€KT1]JkEVOV €"1TLOaS' "EyEtV OELV !p1] 1]V 

, , ~ 'Q 8" C\ <;:1 , 21TEP' aUTOU KaL ,..,01] ELl' OV ouvaJkaL Tp01TOV. . 
U \ \ I /"'Ie' ,I _
WWS JkEV yap TLS' KaL YEV7JaETaL 1Tpa<:,tS a1To TWV 
" ),.1 '1' '8~ I"oywv aUJk't'Epovaa, Kat TVXWV nl'os aya OU T1]l' F 88 
,,, ~ , ~'" " ~ I , ~ aUTOV KOJktELTaL' EL 0 apa TOV oaLJkovos 1] ova-

JkEl'Eta OL' ~v €V 1TO'\'\O£S TETa,\amwp1JTaL KaKOtS' 
En Kat VVV €1T1]pEa'OL, TO yovl' JJk€ -tE 1Tapa aot 
'" \ \ "" '''' .... • I \OLa T1JV a1ToV01JV EVOOKLJkHl' KaKEW!p nva 1Tapa

0 ' 'l' \ \ ,... )"8 '" " \JkV tal' ELvaL TO Jk'YJ 1TEPLW't' aL ouaTuxoVVTa 1Tapa"I I 3 ' \ 'I' \ \'I t " R 425 TWl' yvWPL/.LWV v1Tap<:, €L. • EL JkEV ovv Jk1J Ka"wS'
" • '" \,,.. \ \18 ' 1TOLWV ° ovaXEp1JS' EKHVOS' 1TapE"1J"v EL XPOl'OS,

\' ,,' ,~\ 'A ') \ J: f \
I\€ynv p..EV av OUO€V €XP1Jv, OU yap 'Ill 0 KaLpoS' 
'\oywv, {1JTEtV DE TWl' €VVOVXwv TOVS 0 TL oogEL! 

a Orat·ion }it: for the circumstances cj. Seeck, B.L.Z.U. 
88 if., Bidez-Cumont, Recherches sur la tl'adit-ion manuscrtte 
des letties dB l'e'lnper8Ur Julien. l\ftcr Julian's arrjval in 
Antioch and probably before 22nd October, since no mention ·1·· 

is made of the burning of the temple at Daphne, Libanius •.: 
composed this apology for his disgraced friend Ai'istophanes, 
who was then in Antioch. He informed Julian that PriS('lIs 
would undertake delivery to him but. owing to delay on 
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TO JULIAN ON BEHALF OF 

ARISTOPHANES 


1. I KNOW, Sire, that you have often condemned for 
their cowardice people who fail to support their 
friends, and so, as a personal friend of Aristophanes 
of Corinth and seeing that he has his hopes for the 
future in some provision from yourself, I feel that I 
must speak on his behalf and assist him as best I can. 
2. Perhaps there will result from my speech some 
satisfactory conclusion, and he will gain some 
advantage and come into his own again: but if, after 
all, the evil destiny that has caused him so much 
trouble in the past still uses him amiss, at least my 
stock will be higher with you because of my efforts, 
and he too may console himself somewhat with the 
thought that in his misfortunes he has not been 
entirely neglected by his friends. 3. Had not those 
evil days gone for good-and good riddance to them ! 

-there would be no necessity for making a speech 
now. It would be no time for speeches: he would 
have to seek out the all-powerful among the eunuchs, 

Priscus' part, received a letter (E.L.F. No. 96. 374 b if.) asking 
for it. He sent the speech. with Ep. 760 as covering note: 
Julian read it and replied immediateiy (E.L.F. No. 97). 
granting the plea. In return Libanius sends a letter of thanks 
(Ep. 758). Compare also Or. 1. 1725: 'TO 'TOV 'ApLG'TCXP&'IJOtJ> 
AOyOS ~IJ OflK iWIJ KIlKOIJ 'TOIJ ou 'TomV'TOIJ SOKf:tIJ. Ep. 1154. 3: 
'ApU11'oq,a.Vf:' TO 80BEV iKf'VO 'TO fUKpOV EpyOIJ VV AOYOV 'Two), OVK 
£I'~ 811JO'lS. 
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I '~I 1 t \,.. I 
'l1'paTTOVTO,s Ka~ oav€£O'aJu:vov WS 1T1\€tO'TOV XpVO'WV 

, A () "'" I "~, A

WVEW 0.£ 1Tap aVTWV TO. J.£€Y£O'Ta· E1TE~ oE TOtS 

I tz' " A'ytYV0J.£EVO£S 0 EVS atO'xvvoJ.£€VOS voO'ovO'av J.£EV 
, Q \' II , "" , " ,.. \ 

T1jV fJaO'LI\€tav E1TavO'€V, HS OE T1jV a1TO TWV I\OYL
,.. '" , ,,. I , \' 

O'J.£WV O£OtKTJO'/'v TO 1TpaYJ.£a J.£€TWT1jO'E Ka£ I\EyE/'v 

>It ,\ l' , ,>I \ \ '" f , 

ES€O'TtV V1TEp WV ayopa 1TPOVKE£TO, 1TOI\I\TJS' TJYTJO'a-


J.£TJV dpytas Elva£ J.£~ xpijO'()a£ Tfj ~Wvfj TOiJ KatpoiJ 

I , '" !'\ \ ' ' '' '" f I


TaVTTJV a1Ta£TOVVTOS, al\I\WS' TE Kat O'OV TCf? PTJTOP£ 

XatpOVTOS Ka! rijs YVWJ.£TJS OU J.£iiAAOV ()1TWS
'A )" I '" ,,.. >I r ' ,\

p£O'T0'f'aVE£ Tt TWV KaTa vovv WTat I;,TJTOVO'TJS 1) 
ft ..., I ~ 'i; >It ' I 
01TWS T1jS V1TapXOVO'TJS oo~ TJS as £ov Tt 1TO£1)O'as 

6~()~0''ll' "'() \ , \1 ,)",1"
4. r €yEV'r]O' aL J.£EV ovv €V XELPOVL 1\0yCf? KaL 'f'TJJ.£'ll 

\ >I() ,'\', \, '" '" 
TOV av PW1TOV OVK avTtI\€yw, Kat yap TOVTO T1jS 

'" '" "'\ \...I 'fJ' ./, ' OVO'Tvx£as TJ Ta T€ 0.1\1\0. TOVTOV KaTE I\a'f'€ Kat 
""i; I)" " ,.." J\V' \ 'AoO~'ll ,/"aVI\OTEPff TWV EpywV. (l,I\I\ € t J.£EV p~O'TO- F 80 
)", ,. \' ,., '() )",'"
'f'aVTJS' 1TPWTOS Ka£ J.£0VOS TOVTO €1TE1TOV E£, O''f'0opa 
~, I " ~\ '''' " , () , 
av 'llO'xvvoJ.£TJv· E1TEt OE J.£ETa T1jS TWV av pW1TWV 
.J. I 't'''' '" \() , ,\" ,,/"VO'EWS ES apXTJs €LO'TJI\ E TO 1TOI\I\OVS J.£€V 1TOVTJpOVS 

, A \'\ I '" \" "\ "'.J.()R 426 €1TtELKE£S', 1TOI\I\OVS o€ TWV J.£ETp£WV V1TE£I\1)'f' 0.£ 
I ~, I Q '''' \ ,.\'

J.£0X()TJpOT€POVS, oE0J.£at O'ov, fJaO'~I\EV, TOV TOV I\oyov 

J.££KPOV XPOVOV J.£ETaO'T1jO'a/L€VOV d7TO rijs tfVX~S 
t\ >I ""i; \ I "\ ()'"

TJV EXWV oo~av 1TEpt TOVTOV roYXav€tS' aKOI\OV 1]0'0.£ 
,., " \ ,~ ~ I Q 1\ 

TO£S 1TpaYJ.£aO'£, Kav J.£EV EKE£va OE£I<VV'll fJEI\TWTOV, 
" )" ,. ,~\ I , I '\ I >It. 

OVTW 'f'POVEtV, E£ OE 1'1], J.£TJ J.£0vov aJ.£EI\€£as a~ toY 
1. \ \ , \ ~ I f \ Q I " ~, \ 
al\l\a Kat O£K1]S V1TOl\aJ.£fJaVE/,V. avaO'xov OE J.££KpOV
,,1\ , I • I \ 'J I AA 

avw(1Ev aKovwv, J.£1]KOS TE yap arpatp'T}O'w 1"r;S 
~ I \ \ ~\\ " t\ ,..
Dt1]Y1JO'EWS, Ka£ O'V J.£aI\l\OV EVprJO'E£S' a yvwva£ 

8lKQ.UJV. I 
1 oav~t(lc1p.EVQV F.: oa.vE£a(l./LlvQvs Re. (~lSS.). 
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borrow all the money he could, and purchase from 
them everything that mattered. However, Zeus in 
disgust at such goings-on has put an end to that ailing 
regime a and he transformed public life to an admini
stration based on reasoning and we can speak on 
matters relevant to an assembly. So I consider it 
sheer idleness not to employ my voice when the 
occasion demands it, especially since you are pleased 
with my oratory and are bent upon ensuring not so 
much that Aristophanes should obtain something to 
his liking as that you should be seen to act in a 
manner worthy of your present fame. 

4. I do not deny that he has been held of less 
account and in low repute. Indeed, that is part of 
the misfortunes that have dogged him and, in 
particular, have given him a bad name that his 
conduct belies. If Aristophanes had been the first 
or the only man to be so affected, I would have very 
great qualms: but since it has been something 
inseparable from human nature right from the 
beginning for many a rascal to have a name for 
respectability and many a decent man to be thought 
a rogue, I pray you, Sire, that for the short duration 
of my speech you will rid yourself of any prejudice 
you may have against him, and concentrate upon the 
facts. Then if they prove him to be a good fellow, 
make your decision accordingly; if they do not, then 
regard him as deserving not merely indifference but 
punishment. Bear with me while I give a brief re
capitulation. My story will not be a long one, and you 
will the more easily discover aU that you ought to 
know. ~ - 

a Of Constantius, whom Libanius prudently refrains from 
mentioning by name. 
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' M' ~ \ 't , \ ,..5• TOVT~ €vallop0S' fLEII 'YJ1I 1TaT'YJP, TO. 1TpWTa 

Kopw8tWII, ~[AoS' 'EKa.'T'!7 Kat IlOUE"tOWIIL, 1TMWII 
\ 'A" '\..." " , \ ' fLO' E"tS' tytvav V1TEP TWII E"KHII'YJS'OpytWV, E/\aVVWII 

o~ ElS' '1u8fLOIl 1nrfP TWII TOVOE fLVUT'YJplwv, lv fL~1I 
rfj In]u~ Kopv~a'ioS' WII TOV 8ta.uov, £11 o~ 7fj 
XEPPOIlJn]UCP avllTEAWII (ino TWII fLtKpOT€PWII, T€AWV 
~ \ , \, ,~ 6 ~ \ \f/ \ 

o€ €tS TO fL€ya avV€Optov • • OTE 01) Kat 1TaT1)p 
, , ... , f/ 't,l. \ I \ 

€Y€II€TO TOVTOV y€vII'YJuaS' , OVTWS' "f}V 'f't/\01TO/\tS' 

It 427 WUT€ Ota1Tpa.TT€Tat TfjS' OtKOt fiOVA~S' Elllat I fLfiAAov 
... ... (p , ~ \" 'A ,I..,! " ...
"f} T1)S WfLatWv. a.I\/\ pWTO'f""II'YJS' V1TO T1)S 

-r-VX"f}s KEKWAVTat TOV 1TaTEpa ''YJAOVV, I ws ErUn F on . 
.. , ... \' 7 "<:J

1TPOtOV'TOS' TOV /\oyov. . YEIIOfLEVOS' TOWVII €s 
, , \ ... "',1. \ 1,1. '~\,I.'" 'I ' 
EK€tVOV TE" Kat T1)S TWV 'ft/\ou0'fWV aOE/\'f1}S' J EptOV 
\ I \ A I ',I. " ~ ,
/\€yw Kat .:..\toYEVOVS, TpE'fETat fLEV EV TatS' TOVTWV 

, ~, ~\ t \" \ \' \ 
XEPUI., 1TaLoEVETat OE V1TO TOU 1TaTpoS' /\oyOVS TE Kal" 

I \ ,.. , \ , ~ \ \,,~ ~ , 
TO Ka/\ws aVal\tUKEW ota 1TaIlTOS' HoOVS' oa1Tall'YJS' 
" iJ'" \ I I jJ' 'Q' , IEPXOfLEVOS' • TO 1TpOS TOVS u€OVS' EVU€tJES' avafLE

.,.~ ,.. A I I K' I
fLtKTat. O~O€ TaVTa .:..\1)fL1)T1)P Kat 0p"f} Kat
"" 'n~'" It' A' I..(.Japams Ka(. OUELoWV Kat 0 T1)V €pvr;v KaT€XW)) 

" He was a principalis, a member of the leading curial 
class: cpo Sievers, Das Lebe-n des Libanios, pp. 94, 130. 

b Of Hecate Enodia: ct. Lucian, Navigium, 15, Paus. 
2. 30. 2. He does not appear to have attained the strategia 
at Corinth, a position equivalent to that of Syriarch in 
Antioch, where the holder was president of the Isthmian 

festival-or its 4th-century descendant here described by '.:"1:','Libanius, with pietistic intent, as Ii mysteries." 
C p.Eya distinguishes the senate from the local curiae. 

At the time (c. A.D. 820-330) this could only be the senate 
at Rome, that of Constantinople not being enrolled until 
A.D. 858/9 by Themistius. The expenditure of presiding over ·1,'::,' 

the old civic festivals had now become a m'UnU8 undertaken 
by the leading principaies. Thereby this ruling class in the 
dties enhanced their great impoitance. Other ·m:u:nerG (e.g•• 
choregiae and liturgies) of varying impact had to be under~ 
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5. His father was Menander, a leading citizen of 
Corinth,a and a friend of Hecate and Poseidon, who 
sailed to Aegina to take part in her ritual and rode 
to the Isthmus to 'participate in his mysteries. In 
the island, he was t.he leader ofthe band ofinitiates,b 
but on the mainland he was a lesser contributor, being 
enrolled as a member of the supreme senate. c 

6. Upon becoming the father of Aristophanes here, 
his patriotism was such that he succeeded in retaining 
membership of his own city council in preference to 
enrolment in that of the Roman Senate. Aristo
phanes, however, was not destined to follow in his 
father's footsteps, as you will hear, Sire, as my tale 
proceeds. 7. He was, then, the son of Menander by 
the sister of the philosophers Hierius d and Diogenes.e 

He was brought up by them and trained by his father 
in oratory and in noble extravagance, since he per
formed every kind of expenditure associated with 
piety towards the gods. Demeter and her daughter, 
Sarapis and Poseidon and Iacchus of Lerna all know 

I 

taken regularly by all members of the local curiae. but both 
the expenditure and the resultant prestige fell below those of 
such presidents (hence awreAwv a.'lTO TWV I-WCPOTEp<JJV). The 
most common method of escape for decurions with the neces
sary income was nomination to the senate (T(AWV ({S TO 
crvv(aptOv) where the entrant could normally expect to pay, 
in the form of the praetorship, a heavy entrance fee. In 
compensation, he could normally expect immunity from the 
regular round of personal and financial obligations to his 
own city, and could hope to profit by entering on an admini
strative career in the imperial service. Of. Petit. Vif" 
municipale, pp. 45 ff., 321 ff. 

I 
r,1enander is an example, like Libanius' uncle Phasganins, 

of that type of decurion who preferred to retain his muni
cipal status rather than to embark upon a career of office. II 

course sincerelv approved bv Libanius. 
d Seeck, op: cit: '175 ii.· ~ Sievers, op. cit. 94. 
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"IaKXoS' Kat 7ToAAoi 7TPOS' TOVTOLS' ETEpOL oatftOYES' 
\ <I" ),. \' 'e \' 8 \

7TEp£ OVs a7TaVTa 't'£l\onftws Er;" E7TI\1]pwaE. • Ka£ 

7TpO~A8EV, WpaaLAEfi, Oa7TayWY Els rf]v Tofi KaAov-
I ,.., \ I \ "" , \ 

ftEYOV aTpa7'1}Yov I\€LTOVpytaY, Ka£ TOVTOY aVTOS 
.,.~ , " A \~ , t , 
E~OOV EY EKE£Y!1 711 aTOI\rJ 7Tapa7TEft7TOftEYOY V7T 

'.J."" ,.. , A ~, , ,),. " 
EV-r'lft£WY EK aKEoa£ft0YOS avaOTpE<rWV, OV7TW 

\ '1\ ,.. I '8 ,~ \ ,~\" . >I 
ftEY WY T<fJ VE<fJ OVV1J 1]S OVOE ELOWS' E{' 7TOTE EOOftaL, 

p.aKapt,wv OE Tip' T1}A£KOfiTOV OVTa KTaa8a£ rf]Y 

7Tapa Tfjs 7TOAEWS T£P.~Y EV Tats TOV 7TaTpos ~pOY-
I 9" \"y M ' ~ r"~ \T{.aLV. • E'TL yap E':>1] EyaVOpos. WS' EoE£ "IE Ka£ 
, , " J: \ ,\ 'A ),. ,

ftEXPL Y1]PWS EaxaTOV. II yap ay p£OT0't'av1]S 
\ \ " \ , 1\ \ \,.. \ \ ,.. ~, " 

7TOI\I\WV P.EV a7T1]l\I\aKTO 7TI\aywv, 7TOI\I\WV 0 ay 
~ , ... \, .... r~.... Q ' ,.. ~ \

K£VoVVWV TWV ftEV EV TaLS ooo£s aVftf-laVTWV TWV OE 
,~ , ,\ '" , .1.~'" A

EV OLKaaT1}pWLS OUXL OLKatWs, "v () av TWY 
~ , 'K' 8 "'\ \ ,\ ... \ t,ovvap.EVWV EV OpLV <fJ p.at\I\OV 1] TWV T1}V ETEPWV 

8avp.a'oVTwv OVyap.LV. 

10 IT '8 'e' A' ... ,T• 0 EV OVV E!:, E7TEaE 7'1}S aVT<fJ 7Tpoa'r/Kova'r/S'
'e \ \ ~ \ , QI ),. \

Ta!:, EWS' KaL TOV TOV 7TOI\LTEVOP.EVOU f-ILOY <rVYWY 
.s. '\ A E" r, \'IKEV ELS TOV TOV aTpa'TLWTOV; VYEVtOS 0 P.LKpOS' 

ytvETaL I 7Tapa KdwaTaVTL ftiyaS'. AaJjJw OE EK F 91l ' 
ya.ftOV 'TLVOS a~Opp.aS' ayaLOXVVTOVS ElS' TO TWV .~ 
'Ap£OTO~a.VOVS ap.~LOp'r/TEZV xwptwv, ola8a OE WS' I 

I \, 8' t " I ~\R 428 7TaVTWV P.EV E7TE VP.OVV Ot TO£OVTO£, 7TaVTo.. of 
" Y , 'Y ",.. J/ ,),., 81]p7Ta,:>ov avaYKa,:>OVTES' 1] TWV OVTWV a't'LaTao at 

Tip PovAOP.tV<fJ AaPEtv ~ 7ToAEp.E'io8aL I 00' 0117-' 
,,.. 8' '\.1.' "f Y ,

EKEtVO 17Et OP.EVOS, ou yap/Iv EV ftLKpOLS 1] ':>1]p.La, 

a A good example of the pagan tendency towards syn· ..·.".·...·.·1 
cretism: cf. Nilssoll, Gesch. d. Gr. Rel. ii,/p. 555 ff. . 

b The highest curial office at Corinth an ,in keeping with 
the traditional rate of magisteriai benefaction. the most ex
pensive of the local liturgies. 
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this well, as do many other deities besides, towards 
whom he zealously fulfilled all his obligations.a 8. He 
continued this career of expenditure and undertook 
the duties connected with the office of " Strategos."b 
I myself, on my return from Sparta, saw him escorted 
in such state with acclamation and applause, and 
though then unacquainted with the young fellow 
and unaware that I ever would be, I held him happy 
in obtaining from his city that honour, for the per
formance of which his father took the responsibility. c 

9. Menander, you see, was then still alive, and it 
would have been better if he had lived on to a ripe 
old age, for then Aristophanes would have been 
spared many wanderings and the many dangers that 
beset him on the highroads and, unjustly, in the 
courts: he would still be one of the worthies of 
Corinth rather than an admirer of the worth of others. 

10. How then was he expelled from his proper 
station, and how is it that he fled the life of a city 
councillor and took up a military career? That puny 
Eugenius rose to greatness under Constans.d As a 
result of some marriage, he impudently seized the 
opportunity of calling into question the ownership 
of Aristophanes' property. You know how greedy 
for everything such fellows were and how they tried 
to lay their hands on everything, forcing people 
either to relinquish their property to some would-be 
possessor or else to fight for it. Aristophanes refused 
to take the first course, for his loss would be a severe 

I 
C Of. Or. 1. 23: as a student in Athens between A.D. 336 

and 340, Libanius visited Corinth, once while en route to the 
atap.a(J'TtYW(M at the festival of Artemis Orthia in Sparta, 
and again when visiting the mysteries at Argos (af. Iacchus 
of Lerna, above). 

it Flavius Eug-enius: Beeck, op. cit. 134 ii. 
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7'OU7'O 	 7'E OEOOLl<c.VS ¢vyO.s Y{YVE7'aL 7'~S aV7'OU 
'Y tI " I ..... \ \ "'" ~ 

VOIU';,WV OV7'WS av 7'T)V 7'E YT)V Kat 7'0 aWj.La uLa-
A 11 \ \ 1" 'f3'\' tl , ,

awaaL. • 7'as j.LEV ow Em OV as oaas E7T 
,\ " \ t ,~\ " 	 I 

av7'OV EKLVT)aE KaL WS OVO€VOS a7TEaXE7'O 7TELPW
, \ t \ ~ ,\ f3 ~ \ f3' \

j.LEVOS 	 av7'OV V7TO XELpa a ELV, KaL Lav Kat 
\ '" ",\ , ..... \' , \

7'apaX7]v WV EVE7T 7]aEV av7'cp KaL aypovs KaL 
" 	 ,..... \' "'" ,~, 1" 

OtKtaV, €W. Kat yap aLW7TWV7'OS OVOEV 7]7'7'OV 
" '<:' \ , 1'''y t <:' , , 

l 
EyvWKas ELOWS €V OtS E';,WV OL OVVaa7'EVOV7'ES 7'07'E. 

Cl ' <:' \ , ~, \ \ \ I ' 
N. 	YEV0j.LEVOS OE ev .t.JVPLq. Kat a7'as KaL ava- F 92 

, ,'\ \ ,\' , 1 "\'
7TVEVaas OVK €m 7'OVS 7T €Ov taxvov7'as 7] 7'OV €V 

f3Lf3'\{OLS f3LOUV7'a <I>ovp7'ovva7'taVOv Ka7'a¢EvYEL vo
'y , tlE,\' ., \' ~ ,\ ~ 

j.Lt';,WV 7Tap ll7]vos, OV7'W yap €KELVOV Ka EtV 
"i: 1 i: II 1 '<:' c\ \ ,A 

as LOV, 	 7'EVs Eauat 7'LVOS awovs. 0 Kat yEyOVEV. 
" \ U{J fl \ tl \ If)'
aKovaas yap OUEV 7'E 7]Kot Kat 07TWS Kat 7'L 7Tauwv 

\ 1,J..f3 1 <:,1 \"ll , I
Kat 7'L 'f0 OVj.LEVOS, OEXETat 7'OV avupW7TOV 7]j.LEPWS 

\ 1 '''<:' <:' \ A 1 13
Kat 	KaTEa7'7]aEV ELS aOELav OLa 7'OV aX7]j.La'TOS. • 
t 	 ~ \ '1\ "~ I I \, I 

o 	 OE WV 7]07] a7'pa7'LW7'7]S aWj.La7'L j.LEV a7TELpcp 
1 1 <:' A,\ll ',J..' <I " 1 \

7'OtOV7'WV 7TOVWV Ot7] UEV E'f L7T7TWV 7TOllllaKLS 7'T)V 
, I , "", I ..... ...., J.. I 

OtKOVj.LEV7]V €V 7'OtS E7TELyoVat TWV KatpWV EW'fEpO
1 \ '<:'\ l' l' " llA 

j.LEVOS 7'axOS, Kat OVOEV WV 7]V avaYK7] ua7'7'OV 

j.LaOELV f3paSV7'EpOV 7Tapa TIJV 7'OUSE j.LE,\,\7]aW Kwv
1 ., ,\ \ " 'Q 1

a7'aV7'LOS 7]KovaE, 7T 7]V Et 7TOV avVE7'ptfJ7] Ka7'a7TEaWV, 
c\ 	 \ \ 1<:' ~ 1, A 	 14' o 	Kat av7'O 7'OV O'7TEVOEW a7]j.LELOv. • E7TatVOV

<:' \ A 1 \ 1 1 <:' 
j.LEVOS OE 7'WV 7TOVWV Ta 7Tp07'ELVoj.LEva KEp07] 
<:' II ~ \'" " ~ <:' 'i: A

OLEWUELTO, Kat OVK Ea7'LV oans E7TLOELSEL TOV7'OV 

a An example, despite these excuses, of a decurion re
sorting to flight. 

b Seeck. on. cU. 159: an influential nal!'an nhilosonher 
and courtier: active under every empero; ;ntil ~.D. S71 at 
least. when he had attained the rank of comes. As with 
Aristophanes and his kin, Libanius stresses the Hellenism 
and intellectual gifts of Fortunatianus to win Julian's sym
pathy. 
108 

I 

I 

I 

1 


http:OEOOLl<c.VS


! 


ORATION XIV, 10-14 

one, and he was afraid of the second, and so he exiled 
himself from his own country, thinking that by so 
doing he could preserve his estates and his person/I, 
11. All the plots that Eugenius contrived against him, 
the utter unscrupulousness of his attempts to get 
him in his clutches, the violence and turmoil with 
which he filled his lands and home, all this I leave 
on one side. Even if I leave it unsaid, you are none 
the less aware of it, for you know the manner of life . 
of the persons who ruled the roost at that time. H!. 
Aristophanes came and settled in Syria and breathed 
again, for he sought refuge not with men of wider in
fluence, but with Fortunatianus b who spent his life 
among his books, for he thought that he would meet 
with some respect from a Greek-for so it is proper 
to call him. Nor was he disappointed, for upon hearing 
whence he came and the circumstances of his coming, 
all his misfortunes and all his fears, Fortunatianus 
gave him a kindly reception and established him in 
the immunity of an official post.c 1S.And upon becom
ing a member of the services, though physically 
untrained for such tasks, he often traversed the world 
on horseback, and his contribution at times of urgent 
crisis was speed. No information that required prompt 
delivery ever came slowly to Constantius' ears by 
reason of delay on his part, unless he happened to be 
thrown and injured, which in itself was a sign of his 
devotion to duty. 14. Though commended for his 
efforts, he always refused the opportunities for gain 
that were put in his way. Everywhere he will be seen. 

I C He was enrolled as agens-in-rebua. In the norma] 
course of events, the precarious immunity from curial 
obligations gainoo by hiR flight would thus receive official 
sanction. 
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\ I '" ,....... I '" '''I ll' ,
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I 
1TpE1TOV.
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\ I J..I ... I ., ,'A
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Q "I" '" I \ Q ~ "" , , , III
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I "\ Q '" \ '''' \ I", \' ,
XPV(JLOV, Mat'E OE OVOE TOOE, 1T1\1JyaS' ftE'VTOt 

1ToAAas Kai XaAf.1T(l.S Kai 1ToAAaxov TfjS' y~S' TatS' 

€K p,oAvfioov (J~alpaLS &s ~y~(JaTO IIavAos Els 
ll' , I , ., ... '" ,
vavaTOV apKE(J€LV. Ka, afLa TaVTa TE E1Ta(JXE Ka£

\ K a I '''I I \" \ ,
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" ., I \'A '''1'' 6 \R 430 (JTpaT1JYwv' O'VTW yap VaTOI\WS EyvW. 1 . TO
II'1'''\ 'f''' I, I I
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""' \" '" \, ,.,.,./

TWV 1TEP' TOUS U(JTEpas EXOVTWV T1JV Tf.XV1JV EPOVVTU 

1 OpEWV F.: optwv MSS.: oplwv ( =horreorum) Re. 
2 i!1TapxWV F., Sievers: VrraTwv Re., MSS. 

4 l\,S agent in the cursu,s publiC"..l,S.. Contrast the com
plaints made against them, Or. 18. 135 if. ·1 

b Prefect of Egypt, A.D. 358, fellow countryman of .~ 
Aristophanes, accused of treason before Modestus at Scytho- , 
polis on this charge: cf. Amm. Marc. 19. 12. Seeck, op. 
cit. 231 i. c Seeck, Gp. cit. 918 i. 
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to have acted as remount officer, a bearer ofdispatches 
from the prefects, bringer of the tidings of victory, 
without performing any of the other services that 
brought the provinces to ruin and sent home those so
called administrators with waggon loads of gold! No! 
Aristophanes could not bring himself to add money of 
this kind to his family fortune, but in a foreign land 
he maintained himself on the income sent from home, 
and he thought that ridding himself of danger was 
sufficient and fitting reward for ~ gentleman. 

15. While he was living in this fashion, Parnasius b 

conceived his ill-starred desire for the governorship 
of Egypt, and Aristophanes was involved in his fall, 
since he accompanied him as a member of staff, 
seconded by Musonius, c for what reason I cannot say. 
Of this much, however, I am well aware, that his 
sufferings then are what he still bewails, Sire. He 
was charged with having taken a few paltry pieces of 
gold, though that he never did. What he did take 
was many a severe flogging with the leaden cat-o'
nine-tails in many parts of the province, and that, 
Paulus thought, would suffice to be the death of 
him.a So he suffered this, and simultaneously in 
Corinth he had to fulfil the obligations of the titular 
strategos, according to a decision reached by Ana
tolius.1J 16. Now the charge was that he had introduced 
to Parnasius a soothsayer, one of those skilled in 
astrology, to inquire about one of those matters 

d Paul "the Chain" (ibid. ~88 ii), principal "hatchet
man" of Constantius, deeply involved in Gallus' execution. 
This fact predisposed Julian in favour of Aristophanes

I 
(E.L.F. No. 97). 

e An example of curial duties being imposed as punish

ment. Anatolius (Seeck. op. cit. 59 i), pro pro (Illyricum) A.D. 
857-860, had jurisdiction over such matters in Corinth. 
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" '" \ I '" 8 17 '" KovaLV afLEwoaL OE TOTE aLyaa 0.1.. • T1jS' Tpa

~I "'," ,,, R R' ,ycpOLas OE EKE:LV1JS E:LS E:TOS 7T'pOfJEfJ1JKVLas TpLTOV 
\ 1\ \ R \ \ A \ "\ \ ,' KaL fLol\tS l\afJovU1Js TE:NWT1jV TOtS fLEV al\l\otS V7T'

'" t ' \ \ , , '" '1' '\ 'r1JPsEV a7T'al\l\ayr}, fLoVOS OE OVTOS EKOl\a\:,ETO 7T'Ept
,.., tI 1'" \ ,~ A(j ,

ypa7T'TOLS OpOLS WV EKTOS OVK 1JV KWE:W 0.1.. KaL 
" 	 '''t'~' "8'" \ AE:7T'E:fL7T'ET av OE:OEfLE:VOS, E:L fL1J E(uV TLS T7)V TaVTa 

A (1" '" , '''' \ ,7T'apaVOfLovaav apa fLOt uWaEtS TVpavvwa 7TpOS (IE 
, ... ) " €L7T'EW; 	 EaT1JaE. 
18. TOWVTOtS, JJ ~aaLAEiJ, 7T'po(J7T'aAaluas 'Apt

aTo~6.V1JS KVKAwif;t oELTaL aoiJ, Ka~ ~fLE:LS o~ avv· 
~'(j , ,I. \'" , IUEOf.LE a, 7T'E:fL,!,aL 7T'apa TOVS OtKELOVS xaLpoVTa KaL 

,~, t' , A "t' 19yE ovvaf.LEVOV oLaYEw TWlI 7T'POYOVWV as LWS. • 
\ 'U ,\ \ , R '" 'rKaL TtS, 'fnJO'E:LS, aVTOV KWI\VE:L fJaoL\:,€LV; 

\ \ \ \ 1\ \ '" I (\ I7T'Ol\l\a KaL fLEyal\a' TO OEafLWT1JpLOV, at 7T'1\1JyaL, 
f' ,\ ()'" \ R ' , '" 1J aTLfLLa, TO YVfLvw 1JvaL 7T'pOS fJauavov, TO fLtKpOV 
\ 1 \ I \ AI" M'''' R 431 7T'1\1JataUaL TOV KOVTOV TOLS VWTOtS E£ fL1J oOEaTos 
l' 'R 1 l' , \ '" , A R ' 

Ots E:fJo1JaE:V OVTOS Em otaKpovaEL T1jS fJaaavov 
1 "" \ , ~ 'Y '" '" UVVE:xwP1JaE:. TaVTa aVTOv EfL7T'OOL\:,Et, TaVTa oE-

I ..... 	 ~I ..... " IA"
afLEVEL, TaVTa TWV OtKEtWV o£EtpYE£, TaVTa av fL1J 

'1\ ... :t ",1. 1\ \ , '" 
TLS aVEI\71, 7T'aaav OUTOS O'!'ETat 7T'OI\W 7T'1\1JV T1JS 

" °0" \ R 8- , .,OLKELas. hi. ov yap TO fJauavtu 1Jva£ fLoVOV, W 

a Aristophanes' frankness seems to have been disconcert
ing: of, Ep. 1264. 'I 

b From the ScytHhopolis htrials until Colnst~ntiuLsl'bdeath "••'.' .",
Iate in A.D. 361. is punis ment was r66{/atw. 1 anius 
is very daring in using the term TVpo.wt~ about a legitimate 
emperor before his successor. It was usually reserved for 
usurpers: hence the apology. 
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where information is forbidden. While admitting that 
he had introduced the soothsayer, he maintained that 
the matter had to do only with Parnasius' private 
affairs, but he was compelled to undergo every kind 
of torture, since he had also incurred Paulus' anger 
by passing remarks applicable to him but, at the 
time, better left unsaid.a 17. That tragedy lasted 
three years until it finally drew to a close. All the rest 
were released, but he alone was punished by con
finement to a definite locality and forbidden to leave 
it. And he would have been sent in chains had not 
one of the gods put a stop to such flarant tyranny, 
if you wHl pardon the expression, Sire. 

18. Such were the monsters with whom Aristo
phanes had to contend. Now, Sire, he prays of you, 
and I join in his prayer, that you send him horne 
rejoicing to his family, able to live in a manner 
worthy of his ancestry. 19." Well," you will say, 
" who is stopping him from going? " There are many 
serious considerations, Sire: imprisonment, flogging, 
dishonour, his stripping for the torture, the rod 
almost descending on his back, had not Modestus, 
influenced by his protests, agreed to defer the 
examination.C That is what is stopping him: that is 
what keeps him confined and separates him from his 
own kith and kin! and if this is not removed, he will 
see any country but his own. 20. It is not the actual 

C Seeck, op. cit. 213 fr. Domitius Modestus, Comes 
Orienti.s and president of the court, a frequent correspondent 
with Libanius and an almost professional turn-coat. 

The flogging of accused officials in examination by their 
superiors was common: that or decurions was at this time 
banned. Aristophanes must have protested his curial origins 
and so, though escaping the lash reserved for officials, he laid 
himself Opeii to a farced performance of curial obligations. 
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() \.. "'" 0' I' , ~\\ \fJa(TLI\~V, Ka.'raX~t 'TWV 1T~1roV O'TWV a'Ttfl,tav, al\l\a F98 . 
\ fI ,\ ,.t\0 .... 0 .. \ ..., ,

Kat OCT'TtS E'yyvS '11\ ~ 'TOV 1Ta ~w 'TO 'T1}s ~1Tt7'tfl,tas 
" "\ 1\ '" II "I 
aK~patOV a1TOI\WI\EKE. KalJ EtS EptV Ka'TaCT'T'[J 1TpOS 

\ J.\ I • I I... 0'7'tva Kat 't',I\OVE£Kl,aV, aKov~t 'To, 'TWV 1T~1TOV O'TWV' 
, ~" ... ~ I \ I;! , , .. 

'TOV O€ EK 'TOV O~CTfl,W'TTJP£OV; 'TOV o~ E'K 'TTJS 
R' \.... J.' IfJaCTavov; 'TOV 'Tep fl,~'Ta't'p~vep V£V£KTJKO'Ta 

I II ... I;! \ , ... f1 \
'TOVS aKfl,Ollas; TOVTOV oE €11 'Tep OVI\EV

, \ ,.. J.O' 0 ' TTJptcp 1T'~p£ KOtVWII 't' €yYECT at 1TpaYfl,aTWII 
I;! , , ,.. , , I I I;! , 
O€OIl ~11 Tep O£KTJfl,an 1TpOS TOVS o~CTfl,W'Tas 

1T € pI, l' 0 U gVA 0 v; 'TaUTa lCTWS lp~'i 7'tS 'TWV IIUV 

fl,EV Aafl,1TpwV, 1T(fAat oE 'TOUS MEvavopov O€pa1TEV
I , , 't'~, " 'M I;!'OVTWV OtK€Tas. OVTOS o€ apa Ka'TapaCTf.'Tat oo~-

, , I '\ 
CT'TCP fl,TJ T~fl,OV7't TOV Tpo.XTJI\OIJ • 

.:>} T' l' , , I 0 \,.. ., 
;<:,. tS ow TOV'TWV €1TaVOp WCTtS; Kat 1TWS av 

>I , " \ 0.... ,
a1TpaK'To. 'To, 1T€1TpaYfl,Eva Y€VOt'TO; I\V TJvat fl,€V, 
1'R \ .. \ '0 \ ,,..I

W fJaCTtl\€U, Kat. fl,TJ Y€VECT at 'To. YEY€VTJfl,€Vo. TWV 
• , 't ' ..... 1. I;! \ " ,,.. ,I I

afl,TJxavwv, E~o.I\Et't'o.t OE 'T1}V o.1T av'TWV a7'tfl,tav 
" I I;! , , , ", \ , 'I;! I ,
ECT'Tt. TOV'TOV ° £a'TpOS al\I\OS fl,EV OVoEtS, fl,OVOS 
'<" , t" ... I \ "0 •R 432 O€ (TV' WS av 1TapaCT'T1} CTOt TOV av PW1TOV a1TO
\ .... .... I \ • I~ 

l\o.fl,1Tpvva£ 'Ttfl,ll 'T£vt, KEKpV1TTa£ TO, OVE£OTJ, CTVV
I " , "~t II ,

€CTK£o.CT7'o.£ 'To, XE'PW, yEyOVEV f.VOOSOS, EXE£ 'T1}V 
I , I , , ,\'0 

1TapPTJCT£av, O,1TE E'TO 'T1}V o.£CTXVVYJv. 22. 1TpOS yap 
,.. I\." ... I J. I .... 

'TCP 'To, O€VTEpa TWV 1TpOTEPWV 1TE't'vKEvo.£ KpaTE£v, 

ws ErpTJ IItvoapoSJ 'TO TOV 'TE7'tfl,TJK6'Ta TOU I 1T~pL- F 9~ 
R I l' f1 \ I !\' I , \ \'

VfJP£KOTOS E£Vo.t EI\'T£W fl,EYatl.TJV £CTXVV €£S 'TO I\TJ
' 0'" .... J. \'" \ I;!'tOTJv €1Tt ELVa£ 'TOtS 't'avI\O'TEpO£S ~XEt, Ka£ OO~E'

\ \ , 0.... , \.' \.', 0 1\.'1" ,
'TO U€V 00 11 KDtCTEL oEOOCT at. 'TO OE aVO'YlTW 1T£K{)La

f I '" I ~ f", .. 
1TE1TATJfJ-fl,€A1jCTOat.. oTav DE WS ~O£KEVro 0,' wv 
" 0" , ~ c\tl '"'' A IE1TaCTX€ 1TELCT WCTLV a1TaVTES, OVK€T OVELOWVCT(,lI a 1TE

OJ A prolonged adaptation of Pindar, Ol, 2. 15 ff. 
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ORATION XIV, 32-22 

examination, Sire, that brings disgrace upon any 
who have undergone it: whoever has come anywhere 
near such an experience has thereby lost the fine 
flower of honour. If he gets into a quarrel or an 
argument with somebody, he will hear the comments 
reserved for those who have experienced it. "What! 
This jailbird, this gallow's meat, whose back has had 
more of a hammering than any anvil, is he going to 
speak in the city hall on matters of public policy? 
He ought to be in jail, talking about the stocks with 
the rest of the old lags." That is what some of those 
who once curried favour with Menander's slaves and 
now have made themselves men of mark, may per
haps have to say of him, and he will curse Modes
tus for not cutting his throat for him. 

I 

21. What is the remedy for this, then? How can 
what is done be undone? It is impossible for a thing 
to be undone, Sire, and once it has happened it 
cannot be prevented, but it is possible for the dis
grace resulting from it to be erased. For this, 
however, there is no other physician than yourself. 
Ifyou decide to accord him some mark of honour, all 
the reproaches will be hidden, a veil drawn over an 
his misery, and he will be a man of reputation and 
independence, with his shame removed. 22. For 
besides the fact that it is natural, to adapt Pindar's 
words," for the second stage to be better than the 
first, for a person to be honoured by someone better 
than those who have insulted him is an effective 
means of consigning unpleasantness to oblivion, for it 
will be thought that the grant of honour comes from 
reasoned judgement, whereas the insult was the error 
of irrational spite. As soon as all are convinced that 
l..: .......... &r"l'l'-_l"I .1I"l"'l!"" "n;...~+'~.orl hA ,.,.;11 nr. In..... N>Qr h ...

1110 ;'uuc; .lues'" "1;; \J U IJU~\I,.I.U,",u, 1.1'\.1 ",I..U • V v.I.,I,6"" V'-' 
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l' ~{j " _, Il 23" "c. ' 7TOV EV. ov yap 1Jv CWLKOW'TOS. • OV'TWS' ES Ean 
~ " ',J.' \ 'Il t' /aOL 'T1Js OLKLas a'f'avLaaL 'T1]v aoos Lav 7TOL1Jaavn 

\ , ... I \ I I \ 
'Ta 'TpL'Ta 'TOLS 7TPW'TOLS 7Tapa7Tl\1JaLa. 'TOV'TWV yap 
" t {j' r I \ I \EK€LVOLS OfLOLW EV'TWV V7TOXWP1JaEL 'TO fLEaOV KaL 
Il , "ll' K' 'Il' '\ \'OVaXEpES, KaL OVO€LS WVa'TaVnOV KaL oEafLa al\l\a 

, , ,\ / 24 ' "'i'aE 7TEpLCfa€L KaL 'T1JV 'TLfL1JV. • ns ow aV'T1J 
, ,'t\ , \ ..... t '" ~\ , I {j ,

YEVOL'T av av'TOS KPLV€LS, 1JfLELS OE ELaofLE a xapLV. 
rt 'Il ~ "Il "., Il't ~ 

wa7TEp yap oowaL PCfOLOV 1JV av OOs'[J 7TapaaXELV, 
rt ,\ Il {j~ / " 

OV'TW aOL 'TO 'T1]V 00 1JvaL 7Tpoa1JKovaav fUXEPES 
• ~ \ \ 'Il' l' Q \ ~ ~ / (j' " EVpELV. 7TOI\I\OL OE, W fJaaLI\EU, 'TLfLWV 'TP07TOL Ka OUS 

\ 'Y \ ", )/ A t A

KaL fLEL~OVOS KaL El\a'T'TOVos Ean 'TVX€LV. 1JfLELS 
Il' 'Il '{j ,~, ,,,
OE OV oLOLaofLE a 7TEpL 'TOV fLE'TpOV. 7TaV'TWS 0 n 
" Il ~ / "\ ,J.' , "Il , 
av o<ps KoafL1JaEL 'TOV ELI\1J'f'0'Ta, KaL fLLKpOV OVOEV 

It 433 OVOE 'Ta7TELVOV 'TWV €K I YEwaLas Kat {jELas OLOOfL€

vwv I/rox~s. 
E' Il' • ~ '\ , 'I'.Iv!. ' 25 • L OE 'TLS 1JfLas 0XI\1Jpovs €LVaL 'f"jaEL KaL 

\' ~'" {j' Q {j~7TI\ELW aOL 'TWV avaYKaLwv aVa'TL EvaL fJo1J ELV 
, C. ~ ~ ~ {j'" I rt

asLOVV'Tas 'TaLS 'TWV Ka EKaa'TOV 'TVxaLS, wa7TEp 
, 't\ t \ ,k , \ f \ ..... 1\ 

OVK ov LKavov 'f'opnov 'Tas U7TEp 'TWV 7TOI\EWV ; 

~pov'T{8as, ta'Tw 'TO fL€YLa'TOV I 'TWV awv dyvowv. F 97: 
..... ~" \ \ I I t I \ I

'TOV'TO 0 ean 'TO KaL fLEXPL YEVOVS EKaa'TOU Kat ' 
'Il' \ \ '{j Il' ~" avopos 'T1]V C17JV 'TE'Taa aL OLaVOLav. 'TOLS fLEV yap 
Q ' \ I "\ ~ <1\
fJpa)(lYT"EpoLS 'Tas yvwfLas KaL 'TO 7TEpL 'TWV OI\WV 
, ~, \ , .. Il \ {j" Q / \

UKovuaL 'TOV I\EyOV'TOS 7j OLal\EX 7jvat fJapv, TOV 

fLEyaAol/roxov OE xaLpOV'Ta 'T0 7TA~{jEL 'TWV 1m' 
av'Tov 7Tpa'T'TOfL€VWV OpWfLEV. 26. Ka{)EoE£'T' oov 

o ~aaLAevs ~fL£V aKo7Twv 7TWS 0 OEtVa Kat 
_ I ('\ _ , , ,'\ I 

7TWS 0 Oe(va 'TTpa'T'TEL, Kat C!H/\OVHKi]aH 
I \ \ I '''''i:{jfLE LU'TaVaL 'Tn I\V7T1Jpa; KaL ,7TWS ES ap-

I ',\ '"~'\''' l' , IK HJ€ l; WL .u:rra P.,EV WT€L€!I OWl' 'T€ Hval Tr€pt 
, ,\ , {j' {j 'Q \ I {j7TaV'TWV av'TOV KaL 7TVV aVEa aL KaL fJOVl\fUEU aL 
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ORATION XIV, 22-26 

reproached with them, for they did not arise from 
wrong-doing. 23. So, if you make his third state like 
his first, you can wipe out the disgrace that has come 
upon his house. When the first and the last are equal, 
the troubles in between will vanish, and no one will 
breathe a word about his imprisonment under 
Constantius. The talk will all be of the honour he 
enjoys from you. 24. Decide for yourself what this 
honour may be, and we will be grateful for it. It is 
easy for you to grant whatever you decide to give, 
and no less easy to discover the honour that may 
fittingly be granted. There are many kinds of honour, 
Sire, and one may obtain it in greater or lesser degree 
accordingly. We, however, will not quibble about the 
degree. Absolutely anything you care to grant will 
redound to the credit of the recipient, and nothing 
offered by a noble and divine soul can be petty or 
mean. 

I 

25. If any man asserts that we are tiresome and 
impose upon you more than we should in requesting 
you to assist individuals in distress, as though it were 
not burden enough already for you to look after the 
welfare of the empire, he should realize that he is 
ignorant of the most important element in your 
character, your interest in every family and indivi
dual. The insensitive find hearing or speaking of 
matters of universal import to be a bore, but we see 
the magnanimous taking pleasure in the number of 
his activities. 26. " Is our emperor; then, going to sit 
down and see how so-and-so is getting on? Will it 
be his intention to get rid of all their troubles? How 
on earth is he going to be able to do all that? " 
Ideally, by his ability to obtain first-hand information 
and to form his own opinion on every subject, and 
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\ " , , \ ... J/ t I {\ , AO'
Kat K£JJE£JJ TO. plY' Kal\WS ExoVTa. E1I'Et OE TOt) 
J: ~ '''''' 'OA I'ITTOV owaTov 71 T7JV afLfLov apt IU.tV, TOVS yE 
~ t I I I I 't' , ... ,
OEstWTEPOVS Kat 1I'apa T1]V aSl,av aTVxoVVTas OV 

I '" r 'A ,I.. I \ \ I \1I'I::PW1I'TEOV. wv E S pLaT0-raV7JS' 11'01\1\0. yap 
, ... lao" \ 'M'" "" aVTlfI TO. fJ01] OVVTa, Kat OV VO'WV aV7Jp EaxaTos 

, \ \' r ,I.. I ,I.. \ , ,,_.t " " 
0.1\1\ OLaS 	 -rEPEtV -rLl\oTtfLtav 'TOtS cV 1I'0LE£JJ aVTov 

I t ~I , " I ,I.. ... \
1I'poaLpovfLEVOIS. WS OE OVK WTt aOL 1I'apa -ravI\OV 

I ... {\ '0 ... t I ~ 
TO. TOVOE 1I'0L1]aaa 0.1, yvwvaL pq.OLOV. 

27. ITpwTOV fLEV ftEAA7Jv JaTtv, CD paaLAEu' TOVTO 
~, A 	 ~ l1li ) ~ \ \, ,fI 1"'\., 
o EaTW Eva TWV awv HVat 1I'aWtKWV. OVOELS yap 

OVTW riJs aUTov 1I'aTptoos €pa~s WS aU TOV riJs
'E' \ I~ 	 ,~ 1,1.. , 0 I t I \ I

I\l\aoos Eoa-r0VS EV vfLovfLEVOS tEpa Kat vOfLoVS 
\ " \,1..' \ \ \ \ I

Kat I\O')'0US KaL a0-rtav KaL TEI\ETas Kat Tp01l'ata, 
, \ a a I Cl8 I {\ \ 'A J.. ' IJI 	 )a11'o fJapfJapwv. "'. OVTOS OE pLCJ'To,/"aVEt TOV- }' 08). 

[~ 434 TOV 11'AEoVEK-n1fLaTOS Oll fLLKPOV, Kav cd I MEya- ' 
\ " "" M1\ .\ A 1 ... y , pEVS ETvyxavEv wv 1] 1]I\LOS 71 1]fLVWS, fLEt,:>OV 

, \ A '\ "0;: " K' e \EaTt TO T1]S 1I'0l\EWS EtS aLOW. OptV LOS yap 
t I I, , '0 " \ \'OVTOO't. Kat OVK ELS fLv ovs a.1I'0LaW TOV I\oyov
'0;:' (H" I IT ~... " ,~" ,oVO I\tOV Kat OO'ELOWVOS EPW OVO EmypafL-

I ~I "'" \ , ,...
fLaTa aOL OLELfLt. KoafLoVVTa VEKPOVS EK VaVfLaXLWV 
Ll' ,~\ I:' I ... '\ \ \ 

TEuafLfLEVovS OVOE oLKaLoavV1JV TT)S 1I'0l\EWS Kat TO 
, ,...,~ I '\ f 0 '( \ 

fLETa TWV 1]Ot.K7JfLEVWV aEt. yLyvEa aL, OVX WS fLLKpa
\ ~ 't J/ "''' '\ \' t/ \ ... ~ 1I'pOS oo~av oVTa TO~S ExovaLV 0./\/\ OTt Kat TWVoE 

" , " \ / Cl9' I 	 ,IKal\I\l.OV EXW I\EYELV. "'. avafLV7Jaov yap aaVTOV, 
l' a ,... \ "K e' " ,I.A' 	 AW fJaaLl\EV J T7JS EmaTol\1]S 1]V OptV t.OLS E1I'EfL'I'as, 
JI \' \ " , a I ,,~ ~ \ \ \ /

aK(J)V fLEV Et.S TOV 1I'0l\EfLoV EfLfJas J 1]071 DE TO 11'I\EOV 

a Cf. Or. 1~. 40 and note; Plato, TllelUtetY$. 209 n. 
~ His loyalty to Julian's memory certainly justifies this ·•·...1,:. 

commendation: r:f. Ep. 1264. 	
.. 

C All proverbially ill-fated: cf. Theocr. 14. 49. Suidas, 
s.v. vp.£'ir;, JJ M"yap"£S'; Aristoph. Birds, 186; Ep. 1175. 

11 Cf. Favorinus? [Diol. Or. 37. 106 R. A neat piece of 
aposiopesis, having regard to Julian's expressed interest in 
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ORATION XIV, 26-29 


to remedy anything that is at fault. But since this 
is as impossible as counting the grains of sand, at least 
men of good character who are unluckier than they 
deserve must not be neglected: and Aristophanes is 
one of these. There are many considerations that 
weigh in his favour, and he is no nincompoop,G but 
the sort of man to stand up for anyone who chooses 
to be his benefactor. It is easy to see that you 
cannot underestimate him.b 

27. First of all, Sire, he is a Greek-that is, one of 
your chosen people. There has never been a man such 
a lover of his country as you are of the soil of 
Greece, as you reflect upon its religion, its laws, its 
eloquence, its philosophy, ritual of initiation, and 
trophies won from the barbarians. 28. Even if 
Aristophanes had been a Megarian, Melian or 
Lemnian,C he would have had this considerable 
advantage: in fact, however, his city's name inspires 
even more respect, for he is from Corinth. In my 
argument I shall make no appeal to legend, nor dilate 
upon the contest between Helios and Poseidon,d nor 
upon the epitaphs of the dead buried there after 
naval battles,e nor upon the city's fair dealing and 
consistent support of the victims of aggression.! This 
is not to imply that this has little bearing on the 
renown of its possessors, but that there is a more 
notable claim that can be adduced. 29. Just remind 
yourself, Sire, ofthe letter you sent to the Corinthians 
after embarking upon, hostilities against your will, and 

myth (Or. 7. 204 if.) and. with the subsequent references to 
Die; marking Libanius' special appeal to Julian's apprecia
tion of his work. 

• On the fallen at Salamis: Simonides. Jr. 96 if. [Dio] 
37. 109 R. 

I Ibid. lOS R. 
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\ Q I H ~ , , 1\ fI '/l. J.. ...
I\a,.,wv, OV11'W OE E£S' TEI\OS' lIKwv' Ell u ua.,.,wS'
" ..., K {J' - \ A J \, \

EVEpyETas UaVTOV TOVS' OpW tOVS' KW\E£S'. al\l\ct 

yap athov 1-'0£ OEt TOU l-'f.pOVS rijS' £1T£UTOA~S', Kat 
, " f ~ I '" I 30yap av lI0£OVS' TOVS aKOVOVTas 1TO£lIua£I-'EV. L. 

I \ t A f' J.. \1 ,
1TaTpcpa JLO£ 1TpOS vl-'as V1Tapx€£ .,.,£",a. Ka£ 
,tI ), ..... rJ' , \ 

yap CPKlIUE 1Tap Vl-'tV 0 €I-'OS 1TaTlIP Kat 
, ll'" (J" ''''' I '0 ~avaXUfLS EV EV, WU1TEp €K 'l'a£aKWV OVU

I '" , I \' , \\' 
UEVS, TlIS 1TOI\VXPOVWV 1Tl\allllS a1TlIl\l\aYll. 

l' \ ~ \(J' \, A

HTa I-'£Kpa O£EI\ WV 1TEpt 1Tavovpyov JLlITpVtas, 
, A(J J.. I t \' I 
€'IITav a, .,.,lIs, 0 1TaTlIP aVE1TavuaTO. u£l-'VOV 

y£ TOUTO Kop£v(Jlo£s, I WU1T€P 'A{JlIlIatOtS Ta 1TEPI, F 
, I\. 1 \ I 0l" 1 fI ...

T1/V Ulll-'lITPOS' 1Tl\a ll1lv • v. OWV TOWVV Eva TWV 
~ t.' I' \ 1 \ 'A J.. 1R 435 O€li,aJLElIwv TOV UOV 1TaT£pa TOll p£UTo.,.,avovS' 

I "I I '" , ......l
1TaTEpa. TWV yap, ol-'a£, 1TPWTWlI lIV Kat TWV 

, I "\ fI ...... ~, I 
aYOVTWV 'T'rIV 1TOI\tV WUTE TWV 01l1-'0utCf 1TpaTTOJL€VWV 
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KaTQ. TOV u£OOOV KaKta, 1TOI\€WS' OE 01\1IS' apETlI 

I-'~ ovva£TO I1.vopa {va W~EAEtv. 32. £lEV. cUpWV 
~, \ \ -'~ \J..' '1" , Y" "" ,
OE Kat TOV Q.QEI\.,.,OV ap €t '::"WVT£S' ETVYxavov, OVK 
",. \ I., \ ~ I I~ 
av €'-XES' 1TEpt U€aVTOV, WU1T€P TW oa£JLOVtW TWOE, 

I ,\... 'H I \ \ .. ... 'I ' TOV TE a1TO 'T'rIS' 1T€tpOV Ka£ TOV EK 'T'rIS WVtaS' ; 
I~' , I ,,,,, I (J' f \ 'A 

n 0 j EKE£VOVS OVK av OtEt 1Tav V1T£P P£UTO
J.. I , A \ At. I \ \ 
.,.,avovs ££1T£tV TE Kat 1Tpali, a~; 1Tavv yE'. Ka~ yap 

~X(JOVTO ~£~taul-'lvov uTpaTuj)TOV UTOA~V v1Toovva£, 
\ A I rI" f3 1\ , "" Ka£ Ka£pov TVXOVT€S, 01TWS EUTa£ n EI\T£OV aVTcp 

a A manifesto, issued from Naissus Simultaneously with 
his Letter to the Athenians: ct. Ur. 12. 64, 18. 113. Zos. 3. 
10. Amm. Marc. 21. to. 7. These are the only surviving 
fragments. 

" Helena, concubine of Constantius Chlorus, mother of 
Constantine, step-mother of Julius Constantius. 
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when you had already gained your objective for the 
most part but without attaining it completely. There 
you explicitly name the Corinthians as your bene
factors. I must here cite the exact words of part of 
your letter, since that is how we may better please 
our audience.a 30." I have an hereditary friendship 
with you," you wrote, " for my father lived among 
you and departed from among you, like Odysseus 
from the Phaeacians, after resting from his long 
wanderings." Then, after a few words about his 
wicked stepmother,/; you went on, " Here my father 
found repose." This is indeed a source of pride for 
the Corinthians, as is for the Athenians the ending 
of Demeter's wanderings. 31. Consider, then, that 
Aristophanes' father was one of those who extended 
a welcome to your own father. He was certainly 
one of the magnates who directed the city, and 
much of the public business came his way. c It is 
quite absurd for us to agree with Hesiod that 
the wickedness of a single individual can harm the 
whole state, Ii and yet deny that the merits of the 
whole state can help an individual. 32. Very well ! 
But if Hierius and his brother were still alive, would 
you not have them among your entourage, as 
you have this gifted pair from Epirus and Ionia? e 

Do you not think that they would have left no word 
unsaid, nothing undone, to help Aristophanes? 
Obviously not! They were sorely grieved when he 
was forced to don a soldier's dress, and if they had 
the chance, they would concern themselves for the 

c ,Tulius Constantius' retirement to Corinth occurred 
during the period A.D. 325-330. 

d Work~ and Days, 240. 
• ~,Pris;~sof F;p~rus and Maximus of Ephesus-a neatly 

pnllosopmc parallel. 
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, 06 \ I ,\ m'"\ t. f _ "\ , \ 
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\ ).. 1\ f I \ , "\ 
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1 ?TOll MSS.: (TOll F. 

a Seeck, op. cit. 170 it His activity in the cause of 
Aristophancs is mentioned, Ep. '1' 5S. 

b Seeck, &p. cit. 155 ii. He died suddenly at the end of 
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ORATION XIV, S2-S7 


improvement of his lot. SS. So, if you do not hear the 
actual voices of Aristophanes' uncles, do not think 
that you will be conferring any less favour upon them 
in granting them their wish. Though they have 
passed beyond the reach of human intercourse, they 
will surely remind the super-human beings 'with 
whom they now consort, of your kindness. 34. It 
would be a shame for Alexander, despite his anger 
against the Thebans, as you know, to show respect 
to Pindar's relatives because of Pindar's poems, and 
yet forthephilosophyofAristophanes' uncles and that 
of your mvn companions, whom you regard as though 
they were your parents, to avail him nothing, for 
you must imagine that my words now are the words 
of Maximus, my advice that of Priscus. If you 
disbelieve me, ask them. Don't you see how eager 
they are for him to obtain some benefit? 35. Elpidius 
also/' though less gifted in philosophy than either of 
them, is their equal in his zeal for religion and affec
tion for yourself: he follows the fortunes of Aristo
phanes with an interest as keen as if they were his 
own, and this is the one matter that now causes him 
sleepless nights and will give him pleasure, if it should 
come about. 36. Our good and noble friend Felix is at 
one with them in this.b He is an old companion of 
Aristophanes and a recent convert to our gods, with 
you as his guide to the knowledge of things divine. 
Whenever he sees his friend he hides his head 
because he has not yet relieved him of any of his 
troubles. 37. Besides him there is Dorion, that fine 

the year, closely followed by Julian;s nnde. Juiianus. 
Thereafter the Antiochenes saluted Julian with the malicious 
tkuble entente, .. Felix .Tulianus Augustus" (Amm. Marc. 
"'.... '" Jot\. 
~3. 1. D). 
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... 1 f'~"'" , f} , " 
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I , ~ I '<;" <;' ... ,..t' 
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I tJ >I' '1\ " .," ,
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)J',,\ , I \ ~\ \ I 
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,\ \ J. 1\ '\ '\' , " J. 1\ '<;"40 • E/, yap KaL y;LI\OS, 0./\/\ OV OOV yE y;LI\TfpOS OUo 
,. , 1 ... " '\ \' ,~\, ,~\ \ 

av Ta"EWOV TWV awv, 0.1\1\ OUoE 1TaV'TES OUoE TO. 
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f' \ 8 \ Q 8'" , t,... ...
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1 nom. F. (CAPV). 

a Mentioned, Ep. 823: cf· Sievers, op. cit. 96. ·1 
b Feuding between factions supporting the various rhetors <. 

at Athens was notoriousiy vioient: cf. Or. 1. 19 if.• Eunap. 
V.S. 483 if.• Himeriufi, Or. 69 (ed. Colonna). Libanius in 
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fellow who has attached everyone to himself by his 
nobility of character.a If there is no altering Aristo
phanes' plight, his happiness from other sources will 
be soured. 38. Moreover I, his advocate, am not 
without honour for you, and I have been his friend 
since the day when he gave a reading from my 
compositions in the Lyceum· and was pelted with 
stones by the gentry who thought the reading to be 
against their own interests, and in acting so he obliged 
not so much myself as any devotee oflearning. byou, 
Sire, might yourself be that man, and so you would 
be in his debt as much as I. If then I repay my debt 
by my words, repay yours by your actions. 

39. So many, then, are they who put forward this 
plea, all of them your friends. In my opinion, if all 
the others did not care twopence about the business 
and yet there was just one of these afore-mentioned 
who was grieved at Aristophanes' troubles, you 
would defer to this one man. Thus, Sire, ifyou would 
grant this favour to anyone of them, will you not 
grant it to them all? Will you not regard such a body 
of witnesses as proof of Aristophanes' good character? 
Ifhe were a rogue, they would not have been unaware 
of it, and they would never have recommended him 
to your notice if he had been a rogue. 40. However 
much their friend he may be, he is not so much so as 
you are: his well-being is not so dear to them as 
yours, and not all of them taken together, nor the 
well-being of them all, are or ever can be. Well now, 
don't suppose that people whom rascals help really 
resemble their helpers, and then suppose that, when 

later years laments the a bsence of such support from his 
own pupils (Or. 3. 22 f.). Julian (E.L.F. No. 97) approves 
Libanius~ commendatiou of Ari~tophanes fOi f;uch s~rvices. 
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1 ~Yf MSS.: flae F.: ~AeYXf conj. Re. I 
G From A.D. 341 at least (Cod. Th. 16. 10. 3). 
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a man has as his advocates persons whom you know 
to be of sterling worth, he is a rascal too. 

41. Now, if it were the sole claim of Aristophanes, 
that he has plenty of advocates who enjoy your 
confidence, I might perhaps be rather half-hearted 
in his defence. However, Sire, his prayers, his hates, 
his desires are the same as my own. He came to what 
was left of our temples with no incense or victim, no 
burnt-offering or drink-offering-for that was not 
allowed.a What he brought was a sorrowing heart, 
and a voice of grief, anguish and tears. He gazed on 
the ground, for it was a dangerous business to gaze 
up to heaven, and he used to pray the gods to call a 
halt to the ruination of the world II and to distribute 
the blessings enjoyed by Gaul over the whole earth. 
42. He ensured- that many became his partners in 
this prayer, by opposing that regime and leading 
them over to our side. C In the literary clubs he would 
utter words which, though dangerous, were a real 
pleasure to him, as he enjoyed the delights of antici
pation with joyful narration of the blessings to be 
shared by the army, by the cities, the court, the 
governors, rhetoric, by Asia and by Europe, and, last 
but not least, by the religion of the gods. 43. He said 
somewhere that he would be the first to share the 
blessings of that event. Then confirm for him both 
his hope and his prediction, and do not let him become 
a laughing stock for those to whom he confided his 

b Imperial esprit de corps again prevents Libanius from 
naming Constantius outright. 

C For the existence of this muran " underlrround " move
ment in the period after Julian-is elevation ~to the rank of 
Caesar cf. Petit. Libanius et la vie municipale. pp. 203 ff. 
Julian (E.I,.F. No. 97) shows appreciation of the stress laid 
on Aristophanes' piety here. 
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1 Ka.'TIlKO'1M'OV'rOS KaL MSS.: Kai Ka'l"aKO'1M'OV'rOS F. 

" Following the edict of 13 March A.D. 362 (E.L.F. No. 
47), by which abuse of the eu'rSUB pUbUUU8 was removed 
(Cod. Th. 11. 16. 10), civic lands re~tort'd (ibid. 10. 3. 1), 
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expectations, for the people who wanted you to 
become supreme should get some benefit. 

44. It is now agreed that the situation of the 
councils is. in every respect satisfactory, in the 
number of new members, in the amount of their 
contributions, and in their return to their previous 
status.a Aristophanes is not unaware of this, nor does 
he seek to avoid a p'osition of responsibility in civic 
life because he thinks it of little account to be a 
leader of his community, the preserver of his city, 
and the sponsor of greater renown for his family. I 
will tell you the reason why he cannot fulfil his noble 
ambition, and if you find my story false, never grant 
me another free hearing. 

45. The ruin of his fortune, Sire, was first Eugenius 
who inspired fear in his bailiffs, threatening that any 
who did not decamp would be put to death by the 
lash or the rope, b and secondly himself, by reason of 
his lengthy and prolonged absences, whereby his 
plantations have been felled, his lands have fal1en 
out of cultivation, and of his slaves some have fled, 
others have learned to be idlers or rascals, and while 
his wife might deplore all this, there was nothing at 
all that she could do about it. The final blow is that 
everything that he could realize upon has gone, for 
he kept sending for money, turning his property into 
cash and fattening upon it the packs of wolves that 
beset him on every side. 46. No wonder, then, that 
the long period of such a disastrous plight has 
impaired his family fortunes. The real wonder is that 

immunity frOID collatiQ lU3trali9 and recruitment of new 
members allowed to the curiae (ibid. 1~. 1. 50): cf. Or. 
18. 146 ff. Ammianus (~5. 4. ~1) disapproved of this 
recruiting- camoaig-n. as did the Church historians, and for 
the same'reason-se1f-interest. b Cf. §§ 10 f. above. 
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he has not sold up lands and house along with the rest, 
since he has so many ravening beasts battening upon 
him. What do you want to become of the man on his 
return, and what do you want him to do? Aspire to 
the leadership of the city-and him in penury, Sire? 
Menander in the world below would be sore grieved 
to know that his son because of his financial straits 
had given up his position of primacy to many who are 
his inferiors. Would you suggest healing his smarts 
by means of some public duty and letting him resume 
his position w~en he has got enough money together? 
Ifpeople are 'afraid simply that he may have time to 
recover the fortunes of his house, will they ever put 
up with that? 47. He must have some form of honour 
whereby he may enjoy immunity for a time and then, 
when he has recovered his strength, may approach 
his civic obligations. If you say that you will grant 
him bare immunity for so many years and that he 
must be satisfied with that, leaving ac;ide the fact 
that such a course is less generous than my alterna
tive and is hardly consolation enough for such suffer
ings, I insist that you would not be well advised in so 
doing. 48. For obviously, if he roves around with a 
grant of immunity and provides no service of any 
other kind, the business will seem unfair, and it will 
rankle with those who undertake the duties towards 
the community, that anyone should remain a mere 
spectator of their own expenditure, released both 
from such burdens and from any part of the civic 
administration. 49. You will find many claimants for 
the same privilege, and they will have plenty of 
opportunity to make nuisances of themselves. If you 
grant immunity to them all, you will do harm to their 
cities : if you grant it to none save him, you will 
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annoy a large number; and all your actions I would 
wish to be as blameless as those of the gods. 50. So 
then, that the majority of the Corinthians may not 
seek to avoid civic service because of the immunity 
granted to Aristophanes, and the Argives because 
of the immunity of the Corinthians, and the Spartans 
because of that of the Argives, in short, anyone at aU 
because of that of his neighbours, let Aristophanes of 
your good will be granted something that will bring 
him an honourable respite and will not allow the 
others who have to meet financial obligations to be 
annoyed at coming off second best. 51. For if an 
honour of a different kind be granted, they will not 
resent the fact that the same honour is not enjoyed 
by all, but they will regard it from the point of view 
of the fitness of the recipient for the duty he has to 
perform: but there will be claimants for a share in 
this immunity, and they will not be regarded as 
impudent for so doing. Therefore, so that there may 
be no untoward consequences to your grant, favour 
him in some other way. 

52. When you make mention of the money stolen 
in Egypt and regard· Aristophanes as one of the 
thieves, I commend you for your loathing of illicit 
gain, for your anger towards old hands at this game 
now forbids the very idea of criminal embezzlement. 
But, Sire, bring the most searching examination to 
bear upon such charges. 53. That is what the laws 
bid us do. There is no need either to summon Egyp
tians here or to send him to Egypt to render an 
account. Examination was conducted andjudllement 
passed long ago, and the public recordS win give 
information enough to any who wants to know. In 
J.h-- h- n+" ..... d" ,,-_..,,"'..:/ ",r "h.f.n~ ...~ ... '" Clll ".fatA'·"L l~lll J, ~ ~ ....:a,u '" a~,",u..,\.:..u. VJ.. VU"~.1J,.1"'4'-'6 ~ .... .£. >;"V~,,",V""..:.;7' 
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a In company with most other ancient writers, Libanius Ihas little good to say of Rgyptians: cf. the proverbiai 
AlytnrTuJ.,w (Suidas). 
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not by violence or extortion, but obtaining them, 
according to the informer's story,-for there was an 
informer, of course-as reward for some assistance, 
though with-out claiming them as his due. 54. The 
action was failing and Aristophanes was quite cleared 
of guilt when the support of Paulus induced the 
plaintiff to press further claims. Even his friends 
there present counselled him to submit to an unjust 
punishment rather than a protracted law-suit, and 
he followed their advice. He raised a loan and 
turned this liar's impudence into a source of profit for 
him, for the money was handed over, but it seemed 
that he would soon be in the clutches of many more, 
since hordes of others would be stirred up by the 
example. 55. When no one turned up with any com
plaint, they handed him over to some officers and a 
herald with orders for him to be paraded through the 
length and breadth of Egypt, and for the herald to 
proclaim that any man who had handed any money 
over to Aristophanes should come and reclaim it. 
But by the power of truth he prevailed over the in
born character of Egyptians, for though they all saw 
him paraded before them and all heard the herald's 
announcement, not one of them put in an appearance. 
56. Yet of aU the people who resented being com
pelled to pay, everyone would have been glad to get 
his money back home, especially an Egyptian,a for 
we see them nothing 10th to refer to any payments of 
money they have made and, in fact, only too prone 
to reclaim payments not made at all. Obviously, the 
absence of any suspicion of bribery and any justifica
tion of the charge caused even the hardiest of inform
ers to hold his tongue. 57. So are we to assume this 
petty piece of peculation, itself not proven, to be an 
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indication of worse misdeeds of which no one has 
accused him, or is the silence of such habitual liars 
when these announcements were made not evidence 
for the fact that the accusation on the minor issue was 
itself baseless? It is much more probable that a man 
who extorted nothing from others should not have 
taken this either, than that he should have hankered 
after it and yet held aloof from more serious offences. 
58. Any man who sets his mind on money, Sire, gets 
a vast amount of it from Egypt. The profits flow in 
there along with the Nile flood, and their sources are 
plain to see.a Then Aristophanes was so miserably 
venal and clumsy in his money grubbing b that he 
chose to endure the shame and its attendant dangers, 
all for 200 staters! 59. If he was desirous of taking 
bribes and then was incapable of managing it, and 
had no one ready even to offer him any, he has his 
very impotence as an excuse. But if he had the power 
to amass a fortune from many sources and did not use 
his influence for personal gain, how could he more 
clearly prove himself superior to the influence of 
money? What emperor would reproach himself for 
entrusting the management of his affairs to him ? 

I 

60. I was pleased to find it said as part of the accu
sation against him that the mistress with whom he 
was intimate was a stage actress.b I don't know what 
arguments would have been sought in place of this 
by a counsel for the defence. 61. Just consider! If I 
delivered a panegyric on Aristophanes here and, 
after praising him on other counts, proceeded to the 
subiect of his continence, and continued in some such 
vein as this, .. He has travelled all over the world 

ICPei1'TWV ~3ovwv. which tactfully confesses the superiority 
of that philosophic ideal. 
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LIBANIUS 

Il , \ \ \ '" ! \ \)l1l 1)/
UWV Kat 7TOI\I\OI,S WfLLI\'rJKWS EUVEO'L VEOS WV, 
t/ I \ ./," "II 
OTE fLal\WTa 'f'VX'rJS TvpavvoVCTLV EPWT€S, 
t I I " Q 1\ I 

V7TEp07TTal, VOfLWVJ OVK €7TEtJ0VI\EVO'E yafLo£s 
, ~ \ ~ , \ f \ '" "H ' 7'

OVO€ ot€CT'T1JCTE 'TOVS V7TO 'T1JS pas ES€VY
I ,~, I t. A \ '\' 

/kEVOVS OvoE CTVV€'Tapa~€ utoS yaW'jl\LOV 
il \ ,~" t:". " \ \ , <;' , \ f ~ \
V€CT/kOV ova E~ WV al\l\OOS '1]OLKEL 'Tas '1]0ovaS 
, \' '\V' '" ',I. I ,
E7TI\'1]PWCT€V, al\l\ E'V 'TatS a'f'EtfLEVats US 
'A,I.~' '1: ' \ "',1.' " 'f'POOL'T'1]S Ef:,OVCTt.(1.V Tas 'T1JS 'f'VCTEWS EKOV
,1.7'" " , ""'il'f't s€V avaYKas, El.7T€ fLOt, 'TOV'TOLS Et 'TOV avvpW7ToV 
, I 1" ,\ ,~ , 'A' I 

ECT€fLVVVOV, ap av E'OOKOVV ayvo€tv €YKWfLtWV 
f~ \ ".1...." , \ t <;' I 62 \AOOOVS '1] 'f'vX1JS apE7'1JV tKavwS' OEtKVVELV; • Ka/, 

\ , \ ,I. '\ ,I. '" >I,I. 'A ,I. I \ 
yap €(. fL€V 'f''''OCT0'f'€£V €'f'aCTK€V ptCT'TO'f'aV'1}S' Kat 

7T€pt 'TWV €v ovpavip CTK07T€LV Kat 'T4 8€ta 'Tafha &q 
Iy " 1 1 

fL€'T€XEtPL~€'TO, YEW/k€'Tp,av, aCTTpovofLtav, /kOVCTLK1JV, 
, il I \ TI\ I \ TI ll' \
apw/kovs, 'TOV l\a'TWva, 'TOV vvayopav, Kat 

<;' ~ '\... II \ f <;' \ 1/\ \ '\ \ ,..
Ka'TaO€oOVI\WCTvat 'Tas '1]oovaS' €I\€y€ Kat 7TOI\V 'TWV 
_"\ \ f A <;',1. I " '" ,..
aIll\WV '1]y€t'TO OLa'f'€p€LV, €tKO'TWS' av €7TE'TtfLa'TO 

I "" , <;" ,~\ l' ,
X€LPWV 'TOV 7TPOCT'1]KOV'TOS O€LKVVfL€VoS' €L OE €LS' ECT7'/, 

... fA" 'Q 1\ ... '" 
'TWV p1]'T0P/,KWV '1], E't tJ0VI\€t Y€, CT'Tpa'TLW'TWV, 'Tt av 

, , ... Y , \ f,l.' ~,A 

'TtS 7Tap av'T!p ~1J'TOt1J 'To. 'TOV tEp0'f'aV'TOV, o€OV 
, A , ... " "IJ 'I: 6'1
E7TaW€tV Et TatS €WofLo"S' 1JpKWV1J /k(,f:, €CTLV ; ". 
" \ \ ,~, f \ A I , ~ A 

E'yw /kEY yap OVa tE'pa 'TWV K€LfLEVWV avo(,Ko00fl,€tV 
f \ " "'<;' 1,1. I ,I.' " \ \ IR 447 V7TO 'TaLS' 'TOVOE 'f'P0V'TtCTL 'f'aL1Jv av 7T1\'1]/k/kEI\ES. 
fA' , )\ I A ~ " , I 
opw yap OVK OI\(,YWV 'TWV VVV E7T EKEWWV 'TEray- . 

fl,lvwy rOYOE CTwg,povlCT'TEPOV Ka~ I OVo€va TWV F llQ 
fJewv V~PLCT/k€VOV d7TEA1JAaKO'Ta rijs E7TtfLEA€tas ' 
,~ I 64 ~ '\ \ , ',I.'" "A ,I. , ,. IJ

OVVEya. • aN\ E'f' a fL€V pLCTTO'f'aV€L XP1JCTvat 

a Libanius recognizes the higher prestige accorded to 
philosophy as the most exclusive vocation of later paganism. I
This is appropriately tactful when presented to such a 
fervent admirer of philosophy as Julian, whost.' final compli
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ORATION XIV, 61-64 

and is acquainted with many provinces. He is a 
young man, at an age when the sexual desires that 
ride rough~shod over convention hold sway in the 
soul, yet he has not intrigued against the married 
state, nor separated any whom Hera has united; nor 
has he disturbed the ordinance of Zeus, lord of wed
lock, nor satisfied his pleasures by doing wrong to 
others, but he has relieved the demands of nature 
with women dedicated to the governance of Aphro
dite,"-if I had made such claims for him, tell me, 
would I seem to be ignorant of the paths of panegyric 
or to be giving ample demonstration of his moral 
fibre? 62. IfAristophanes had claimed to be a philo
sopher, investigating the heavens and treating of 
such divine subjects as geometry, astronomy, music, 
number, Plato and Pythagoras, ifhe asserted that he 
had his desires under complete control and regarded 
himself as far superior to anyone else, such a charge 
would be justified, for he would be proved below 
the required standard.a If, however, his sphere is 
rhetoric or, if you like, officialdom, why should 
conduct befitting a high priest be expected of him? 
He deserves commendation for contenting himself 
with such intercourse as is la"ful. 63. I would venture 
to assert, indeed, that it would be not improper for 
our ruined temples. to be restored by his contriving. 
I see his conduct to be more decorous than that of 
many who are now in charge of them,!; and he has 
not dismissed from his consideration a single one of 
our violated gods. 64. As I have said, Sire, consider 

I ment to Libanius (Or 1. 131) emphasizes the general rule 
of the duality between these professions. 

b As also did Julian: cf. the qualifications required of his 
priests (E.L.F. No. 89 b, pp. 288 c if.). 
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LIBANIUS 

pfAnOll, aUTOS', 07T'EP €~TJlll ~8TJ fJovAwav, aKATJpo.v 
~\ .,.... , I , I, ".. 

OE: aVT<Y TTJll TVXTJV €7T'LKEt(-tEVTJV Kat KaTEVEYKovaav 

€is 7T'fiv -ra7T'Ew67'TJ7'OS Sul.AAagov I 7T'pOS Utas, c1) 
Q '\.. , , ( , .." t.
fJaatl\EV, Kat 7T'OtTJaov 1]J.UEpWTEpav, XEtpa OP€<:,ov 
)~, 1 \1 f 1 , 

avopt 7T'€7T'0VTJKon, I\oywv TJ(-tft€Vq>, ft€ftVTJ(-tEVq>, 

11t:tp~VTJs 7'po~t(-tq> D.wPt€t, Koptv8t<p, XaptTwv 
1 .I.. 1\ , '\.. " .. 'e'ftVTJft0Vt, 'f'tI\WV E7T'L(-t€I\Et, TTJV €K TOV TOVS €OVS 

, I r ,~(; 1 1 65' ,aTtfta';,€tV ov O€baj.LEv4:J Tt(-tTJV. • 7T'oaov 7TOT 
'1\" r' , .... , \A A av E7T'ptaTO EWpytOs €KEtVOS aVT0(-toI\OVV7'a TOVTOV 
,~ " , I " "Q 1 tlO'" ,
toEt}) Kat a7'aVTa E7T'L TOV fJ'YJ(-ta7'OS ° EV €KHVOt 7'as 

R 448 ypaus °TJI..taywyovatv, Jg€L7T'€£V I Kat otaavpat TO. 
a7T'()PPTJTa TruV OatfL6vwv, 7'a TfjS 'hovs, 7'0. TOU 

~I 'Al,''KQI
7T'atQos, Ta afJEtpWV, Ta i.lTJftTJ7'pOS j 7T'otav OVK 
" "A" I ~" A Iav 7T'pOV7T'L€V ~yv1TTOV avn TaVTTJS TTJS KWfLcpo~as;

\ , .,,, " \ JlO • I7T'apa 7'Latv OVK av EVVOVXOtS TOV av pW7T'OV a7T'€
.I.. ' 1 .. ,,, l' '/ 0 ,,, K
'f'TJV€V LaXVpOV; TJ7T'7'E7' av, €V tu t, Kat TTJS WV

1 .I.. \"" , , f .... .I.. \' ,
a7'av7'toV KE'f'aI\TJS, €/, 7'TJV €av7'OV K€'f'aI\TJV 7TpOS 

rw>pytOv ~PHO€V. I 66. &AX oth' apxfis OVTe FIll 
, " , ) .I.. '\ 1 " , , \ ,t;;: ) It;;: \ ' 

XPTJfLaTwv OVT aa'f'aMtas OV7' €1\7T'WWV a1T€UOTO Ta , 
1,\ '\ ,. fE'\ '\ " • \ '\ , , " 1Kal\l\tuTa 7'WV I\I\TJVtKWV, al\l\a Kav TatS Kptu€atv 
,,.. (I ~/, tl '0'"

aV7'ats 01TOTE oETJaEt€V OpKOV TOVS €OVS WftVV 

~vAd,7'7'WV aKpt{J'aT€pOV avopos L1Tapnd,7'Ov Ta.gtv~ 
, I \ f e1 '7 ~ \OV 1T€1T€tufL€VOS fLEV Ws aw 7)a€Tat, lJOj.LL":IWV DE 

\ , , " Q ".1.. 6"" 1'Q' 'I' \Kal\OJl 7'TJv €Va€pEtav EV7'a't'tOV. ,. €W 4:J TO 

KtVOVV€V€tV KOV~07'€POV Tfjs j.L€TafJoAfjs, OVOEV €K 
...." ,.." ''l'O '\ , \ '\ \ "t,TWV VVV KatpWv €aTat 7'0 a I\OV, al\l\a 1TEptO'f'Et 

" "tJ' (\ .." ~ \ f) r. I 

ii?~~~VTa ~TOVV" 0 1TO'€L~ tYV~~EV, ~t t~ p07rTJ~€toS ; ••,1',:" 

n DE TOVTO €anv; EtS 1TI\OWV €f.tJ-las 1Tl\aVaa at : 

" George of Cappadocia, Arian bishop of Alexandria 
usurping the seat of the exiled Athanasius and enjoying 
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for yourself how best to treat Aristophanes: remove 
the harsh fate that has befallen him and brought him 
to the depths of misery ,and, in heaven's name, make 
it more bearable. Stretch out your protecting hand 
to a man who is in sore straits, a man wedded to 
learning, an initiate, a nurseling ofPeirene, a Dorian, 
a Corinthian, mindful of the Graces, who has regard 
for his friends and has never won honour by dis
honouring the gods. 65. How much do you think 
that fellow Georgius a would have given to see him 
desert his post and stand at the platform where such 
as they harangue the old crones, traducing the secrets 
of the gods, of Ino and her son, of the Cabeiri, or 
Demeter? Would he not have pledged him the 
whole of Egypt in return for such an entertainment? 
Would he not have made him a man of might 
among all those eunuchs? Rest assured that, if he 
had inclined himself towards Georgius, he would 
have embraced the cause of Constantius too. 66. Yet 
not for office or wealth or security or ambition did he 
barter all that is best of the herit;ge of Greece. Even 
in the actual trials, whenever he had to take the oath, 
he swore by our gods and stayed at his post more 
steadfastly than any Spartan, not won over by hopes 
of safety but regarding his piety as a noble memorial. 
67. To him danger was less of an evil than a change of 
front. Is he then to have no reward from the present. 
state of things? Will you ignore him as he embarks 
upon the course he has determined for himself if you 
refuse to assist him? That is, to board ship and sail 
high favour under Constantius, was lynched at the first news 
of the emperor's death by the Alexandrian mob (24th Dec. 
A.D. 361). HIs conduct towards both orthodox and pagans 
had been highly provocative: Amm. Marc. 22. 11. 5 if., 
Socr. H.E. 8. 2, Sozom. H.E. 5.1, Juiian, E.L.F'. No. 60. 
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LIBANIUS 

~ A I \ \ '1 \ 1 \ A Q 1\R 449 otaJ.'OEtTat 7TEpt 'T7}V Ta/\taV, 7TEP' 'T7}V tfJvrW 
\ \ "i:. f)'\ "J.. 1 ~\ ,\7TEpt 'T7}V E~W a/\aTTaV. EmUTpE't'€£ DE aVTOV 

'~I , ~, 'f) 1 'A , \
OVOEV, OV 7TaWWV aw aVOJLEVOV E7TWV, OV YVV1J 

'J.. " 2 , 'f)' J..IQUW't'PWV, ov U7]JLaTa 7TPOYOVWV, ov aVaTOV 't'0fJOS, 
, , \ .1. \ , I; , , J.. ' ",

OVK €£ 'T7}V 't'VX7JV EV ~EVWV a't'7]U€£ XEPUtV, OVK Et 
\ "J.. 1 , \ (I

T€ f)VEWS aTa't'0S KHUETat. TOVTWV yap a7TaVTWV 
fA I t \' JI

7]YHTaL 7TLKpOTEpOV EtVat TO UTEVEtV OtKOt. 

68. LOv Tolvvv, cL ~auLAEv, JLETau~uaL rT]v 
.1. A J.. \ A \ I \ 'A \ I~
't'7]'t'0V Kat 7TOt7]aat Y/\VKtW JLEV aVTlp 'T7}V 7TaTpwa, 

\ ~\ \ A \ 1 ~\ '1;' \ 
7TOf)HV7]Y DE 'T7}V yvvatKa, 7T/\HUTOV DE a~tav 'T7}V 

A ~\ 8' <I yA " A \' f)TOV 7TaLOOS Eav, OS ~WV'TOS E'Tt TOV 7TaTpos 7TE7TOV E 

TO. TWV dp~avwv I Ka~ TO. JLeAAOV'Ta ~O~EpWTEpa. F 112 
, \' f\' ~I ~\ \ ,

7TPO€£UL JLEV €£S 7]/\LKLaV, OEOS DE JL7] 7TpouayaYTJ TLS 
, , ~\, A \ \ "t. 

JL7]xav7]v, JL7]T7]P DE OtKOVpovua 7TpOS Tas ESW 
1 ,,,,, A ~ \ ,~ , , 

7Tayas OVK av aJLvVot, yvwJLat DE 7TatoWV EV7Tapa
~ A ~ \ , 69"~ 1 l'yWyOt, oEt DE 7TaTpos. • a7TOOOS TOtVVV, W 

~aULAEV, Tep VElp TOY d~f)aAJLOV TOV YEwr}TOpOS 

Ka~ YEVOV aw~poaVVi]S ai'Tws. JL~ 7TAElTW 7TPOS
\' A A'A J.. \ ~ ,1Ta 7TEpaTa 'T7}S Y7JS p LUT0't'aY7]S JLETa oaKpvwv 

, \ \ \ Q ~ y, "J..' \ \ A

a/\/\a fJaot~ETW JLET EV't'POUVV7]S 7TpOS TO TOV 

I1eAo7Tos xwplov. €v JLEcra I1EAO\T0wr}Ulp 8t7]

yElaf)w Ta.S uas dPETcJ.S, €XEL YAWTTav dpKovaav 
.. JI \' \ \ fiE \ \ '1'

TOLS EPYOLS, /\EyETW 7TpOS TOVS /\/\7]vas EV OtS 
r A 8' t 1 <I 81 , f) \ 
~TJS Ka 7]JLEpav a TE EaTaL 7TOPEVEU W JL7]VV'T7}S 

A \\A \ \ A f) A l' \ \
TWV 7TO/\/\WV Kat JLEya/\07TpE7TWV VULWV WV Tas JLEV 
f 1 \ I'~ I I; \ ~ \ fA' J.. \ ~ \ \ JIR 450 7] 7TO/\tS EOE~aTo, Tas DE 7] ua't'V7], Tas DE TO opOS, 

ri.'IIlAac;- Jmba'llulvuc;-. UiUUTOC;- OVUKUC;-. €fJwSlav ~lc;--. I - - - --.., - - 1 - " - , ,-. .... I - - - - --, - - - - - - - - - --

,\, 1 'f)' 't.'f) \fIaVTovavaTpExovaav at Epa. EVsaa WV oJLota Kat I 
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round Italy, Libya and the outer ocean. Nothing 
deters him-not his son, now gaining his first ac
quaintance with the poets, not his faithful wife, nor 
the tombs of his ancestors, nor the fear of death, not 
the loss of his life at the hands of strangers nor the 
exposure of his unburied corpse. All this he thinks 
a fate less bitter than grieving at home. 

68. So, Sire, it is for you to alter his decision, to 
make his country more pleasing to him, his wife more 
desirable, and the sight of his son all-important-his 
son, who has suffered an orphan's lot in his father's 
lifetime, and whose future is more forbidding stilL He 
will advance to manhood, but it is to be feared that 
some trickery will be brought against him, and his 
mother, though managing at home, will not be able 
to protect him from snares outside. The minds of 
children are easily swayed, and he needs a father's 
care.a 69. Then, Sire, give back to the lad a father's 
eye and be responsible for his good behaviour. Do 
not let Aristophanes sail tearfully to the ends of the 
earth, but let him go on his way rejoicing to the land 
of Pelops. In the heart of the Peloponnese let him 
glorify your virtues,-he has eloquence enough for 
the task-and let him tell the Greeks, among whom 
you spend your daily life, of all that he has seen. Let 
him go to inform them of the many glorious sacrifices 
performed here iIi the city ~ in Daphne, and on the 
mountain.b Let him ten of the herds of victims slain, 
of the streams of blood that flow, and of the sweet 
savour that rises aloft to the very heavens. Let them 

~ Libanlu5 here addresses Julian in the light of the 
personal experience of them both. 

b From this passage it does not appear that the temple of 
Apollo had yet been burned down (~::l October A.D. 362) : 
for Zeus Cassius ct. Or. 18. 172 f. 
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1Tnpa a¢LCrtV l8e'iv EV tleA~o'is, €V TItan, 1Tnp 

,AOllvato£s, 1Tapa TOtS TOVD€ 1ToAt7'atS, 1TaJJ7'aXOV 
'" tE)) I~ , " " 0'"TllS MaooS' , 1<0,1' T}1T€£POV, €V V7}(Jo£S'. 7. TaVTn , \, \" \ " ...

j.tEV 	 I<at aVTO)' €VX0j.tat I<at j.tETaaXELV yE TT}S 
I " f \ , "'E\ '" ,~ '" 1TOpEtas EI<EtVT}S. WS Ka"ov E1T "W(JtVOS toEW 

I fH ' ...... I \,.., ,j.tvaTT}V paK"EI, 1TaptaovjtEVOV Kat TOVTOV aVTOV
'A ,J.. It' \"\ \ ~ ...ptaTo'!'aVT}V V1TEP TOVS a"AOVS 1TT}owvTa. 

71. Tt ~~s, (Jj pnatAEv; 1TEtOOjtEV ~ AT}pOVj.tEV; 

~DT) 	 ~T}~t'ov ToaovTov 1TPOEV8vj.tT}OEIS JJs ou A~aEt " 
\ I" '8 "0' • \ I "0' r .I."',J.. IITOVS OVTas av PW1TOVS ov 0 "oyos ov TJ '!'TJ'!'OS. F 113 

" 'l' , .1. ~ I ~ 't: \ , " ,TJV ow Eppa'!''P0T}KEva£ oO~W, TO j.tEV EfLov OV 
\ \ ,,). I~ I ~ , ,\ , ~ , \ 

1TOMT}S '!'POVT£OOS 1 aK01TE£ OE aUTOS Et j.tT}OEV aot 

pAapos TO OOKE'iV OUK EU ~POV€'iVl OV 1TEpl 7TOAAOV 

1TOtn· 

tl As a result of this oration, Aristophanes obtained an 
office which Seeck identIfied as that of proconsul of Achaia. 
However. it is known that Praetextatus was appointed to 
that position by Julian, and the suggestion is unlikely. 
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pray to see the like there also,in Delphi,Pisa, Athens~ 
Corinth, and everywhere in Greece, both on con
tinent and island. 70. This is also my own prayer, and 
I pray to t.ake part in that journey. How fine a 
sight it would be to see at Eleusis an initiate who is 
the peer of Herac1es, and Aristophanes excelling all 
the rest in his transports of delight. 

71. Well, Sire? Do I win my point 01' am I talking 
nonsense r Make your decision now, in the fore
knowledge that neither the plea nor the verdict will 
go unnoticed by men of real worth. If I be held to 
have composed a tissue of lies, my reputation is not 
of much consequence: but consider for yourself, 
whether anyone whom you value can, without harm 
to yourself, be thought to be in the wrong.a 

Aristophanes showed a commendable loyalty to Julian's 
memory, and in A.D. 364 was already engaged in compiling 
a collection of his works (Ep. 1264). Bidez-Cumont suggest 
that the l'tfss. tradition may ultimately be derived from this 
work of piety. 
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I1PE}:BEITIKOL I1POL IOYAIANON Fii.l~ 
i 

R 451 1. ~HAe€S'/ T'1}Alp.CtxE, yAVKEpoV cpaos. 
I I ~ " " ~, ,).. t."

P.EXpL 'TOV'TOV P.OL 'TCP E71'EL XP'1}U'TEOV, 'Ta OE E'f'Ef:, '1}s 

E ' I \ fI , '" , ,~, , I " 
VP.CtLcp P.EV '1}PP.07'7'EV Et71'EtV, EP.Ot oE OVKETL 1 E71'Et, " ./, e 1 ,).. 1 \ I \

KCtt O'f' € U a L U E . E 'f' a p. '1} V KCtt V€VtK'1}KO'Ta Kat 
,.. '" "'11- ~ ~ I l'

"e \ 
Cl \'TaV'Ta a 71'CtV'TES ct00VUL OEOVV'1}P.€VOV. ..., EV yap 

~ I ...~, \,.. , \ 
ta t 71'Ctuav P.EV yvWp.'1}V1 71'auav oE YI\W'T'Tav E71'L 

\" A 'f' ,uav'TOV a71'O 'TWV 71'ptV vp.vovp.€VWV P.E'TCtU'T'1}uas, j 

KCtt OV'TE 'To. 71'pO 'TWV TPWLKWV I OV'T' mhos OU'TOS F 12~ 
t ~ 1\ " , ,...11 1 

o O€KE'T7JS 71'OI\€P.OS OV'T€ 'TO YEVOP.EVOV EV 7711 
eCtAa7'77} 71'pOS 'TOV 'TOV VVV I1lpuov 71'p6yovov 'TOtS 'I 

R 452 "EAA'1}ULV I €pyov OV'TE £ 'A,\€gCtvopos €KAEAvp.lvoLS l 
\ " t. I ,~ \ ,~\ 'e I ' 71'POU71'E(JWV €71'pCt!:,E, 'TOU'TWV OUOEV OVOEVOS CtV pw- ! 

I \ I ' '11-' I J. I '\\1 ' 71'WV KCt'TEX€L 'T'1}v ljJvx:rJv OuoE 'T'1}v 'f'wv7Jv, Ctl\l\a J 
71'(lV7'ES 71'av'Twv ws P.LKPWV acfolp.EVOt 'TWV 71'Ctp6v'TWV j 
€XOV'TaL Kat XatPOVULV aKovov'Tls 'TE KCtt '\€YOV'T€S . 
• , 1\ • ~, , ,Q \ I f ~, I;' 1 \ • ~ \ j° P.EV 'TOI\p.avJ 0 OE EL<J(J0I\7JV, ° OE OLa71'I\OVV, 0 OE 'I 
\, \ I • ~ \ eI~ J. I .

'TOVS f:;V X€PUL 71'EUOV'Tas, 0 OE' Ka €Opas J u0't'tap.a'Ta, . 

aywvas.l 
Q fl__~'" "J'tJ n.,~" ..,..r\,{"..,t.\lt "~,,i.4A1Y) 'f"r\';t' Il~r\';'(" ~ l 
v~ ,&,,,10:.,., (.AI"''' VVY IVVIVJY f"""'''"'f\J.;J''1 .-..,~ v ..... V\¥,:, II 
1 " , I I ,\ QI Q \

XCtpLS J Ot U€ €71'0P€UUCtV 'TE 71'pOS 'TOV (Jap(JCtpOV Kat 

1 ~A8E:> C, correctro frorn ~>'u8€:> PI: ~>'U8fS AUVBM. 
Thomas Magister (s.t'. p..fTo.~V, p. 239. 13 R) quoted 1'HABes 
T'I}A€p..o.XE as the beginning of the speech. 
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THE EMBASSY TO JULIAN a 

1. "You have come, Telemachus, sweet light of my 
eyes." b So far I may quote the verse. In what 
follows, the words would be appropriate to Eumaeus 
but not to me, for" I did think to see you again," 
victorious and endowed with this majesty that all 
men acclaim. 2. For rest assured that you have con
centrated upon yourself from previous obj ects of 
renown the attention and the eloquence of everyone: 
events before the Trojan War, that ten-year struggle 
itself, the naval achievements of the Greeks against 
the ancestor of the present king of Persia, the deeds 
of Alexander in his attack upon them after their 
liberation-.nothing of these exercises the imagina
tion or the voice of any man. C Everyone rejects all 
this as so much triviality, clings to the present, and 
delights to hear 01' tell of your daring, your invasion, 
your crossing, of battle casualties, of ambush, strata
gem and affray.4 

3. For all this, then, we offer our hearty thanks to 
the gods who dispatched you against the barbarian, 

a Oration 15. 
b Homer. Od. 16. Q3; 17. 4.1. Cf. Julian, E.L.F. No. 

188 (376 d). . 
C Stock subjects of declamation in the Second Sophistic. 
If This oration waf. composed after Julian's departure for 

the Persian campaign and upon receipt of news of his 
initial success in Mesopotamia. 
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LIBANIUS 

, ..., , "~l: \' , " 
KpHTTW TWV EVavnwv E'OE'tbav Kat 1Ta/\Lv a1Twwuav, 

EVXOfLat oJ TOLl' aVToLS BEoLS Kal EfLot 800va.t 
,. I \ \ '\ , Q' ~ 

KpaTrj(Jat TrjfLEpOV Kat fL'YJ KaTaYE/\a(JTOV E'VVEVDE' 
, \ Q '" I ~'"'' , ,.. \ a1TEI\UELV. KpaTrjua£fLL 0 av, Et 1TEtUaLfLt (JE, fLa/\

\ <;:1 " '" \ I ,..I\OV oE, Et 1TELua£fLt, UOV EUTa£ TO KpaTOS TOV 
I \ Q I 4 ,., ~\ I ,

1TavuaVTOS TOV UVfLOV. • Kat OVTW OTJ VLKTJV VLKrJ
'.1. ,.. <;: \ <I \' \ I t I FA \ ...

uvva't'ELS T7J o£a TWV 01TI\WV TrjV a1TO TrjS TJfLEpOTTJ- 1. 
II II .1.' ..., I 1\) I ,

TOS, TJv E1TEfL't'E fLE VVV a£TTJuoVTa 1TOI\£S aTuXTJS, Et 
<;: \ f1 1\ I 1\ ,\ \ ... '" 
of. Ol)/\EL, 1Tp01TETrjS, 1TOI\LS Em fLEV TOLS Uo£S 

, f ~ I ""~' f '" " ,
Tpo1TaLOLS TJOOfLEVTJ, TaLS 0 aVTTJS aLT£a£s aLuxvvo-

I 5 I <;:1 \ I" \ 
fLEV1J. • 1TE1TOLTJKE oE fLOt Trjv XELpoTovLav OVTE TO 

I ...!!'\ \ <;: J.. I " \ I I 
YEVEL TWV aI\/\WV OLa't'EPELV OVTE TO XPOvtp 1TpOTJKELV 

, <;: \ \ ... Q \ ..., <;: , \ \ '" I II \ 
OUDE 1T/\'I1UOS I\ELTOvpytWV OVOE TO fLTJ ovvauuaL TOVS 
11\ \ \ 1 ,\ 1 ) \ f... ,,<;: , 
a/\/\ovs M:YE£V' E£Ut yap, ELU£V 'I1fLLV avopES EV 

<;: 1 \ \1 Q 1 \ \ 
1TaLOEVUEL Kat /\OyOLS TEupafLfLEVOL Kat 1TEpL 1Tpay

1 f \ <;: _.\ ll'" 6 '\\' '\ 1
p..aTwv LKaVOL OLaI\Exu'l1vat. • 0./\/\ Em TaVTTJV fLE 

\ .fJI I .... \, .... 
TrjV 1TpEu,.,ELav KaTEUTTJUE 1TPWTOV fLEV TO. TOtS 
Ii.' Ii.' 1\ ,\... t \' '..1. \ 1 I
OLOaUKa/\OLS V1T0 TWV WfLL/\TJKOTWV 0't'EL/\Oj.LEva xpEa' 

I \ f \ , '\ \ (J I ,
1TE1TE£Ka(JL yap aVTOVS WS EfLos UV fLO. TJTTJS, aVK 
, ... ... )\ r I \ \ '\ \'1\ 

EfLoV TaVTo, al\a,:;ovEvuo,fLEvov 1TPOS TTJ" 1TO/\LV, 0,/\/\ 
f .... \1 f I '~II:. I " 

'1J TWV /\oywv OfLOLOTTJS TTJJI oo~o,v TavTTJv E£<1'I1yayf.\ I )<;:, '" f \ R 1\ f' \R 453 	Kat ovo av Ot XPTJUfLOL fLETaf"'a/\oLEv, WS ov 1TpOS
,\ \ R\ I ... <;: ... 7 t\ ,
EfLE (]V ,.,/\E1TWV TOLaVTa OTJfLLOVPYELS. • EV fLEV 

,.. \ '8' I \I 	 I
TOVTO TOUS av PW1TOVS 1TEpLEUTrjv€ fLOt Kat 1TapE· 

'\ 1<;: f ,<;: (J 1 \ 1 ,.
UTTJUEJI E/\moas, WS aWEU TJO] TrjV UVYYEVELav TWV 
\ 1 ., <;: \ c\ ... '" 1\ (J 1 <1\
I\oywv, ETEpOV OE a TLfLWV OLaTETE/\f.Kas EpOS 0/\011 

byG !~~~~i~f ~~hi~h~a~~ri~l~i:!:?;ri::iP~l~!).ic i~fr ...1.: 

rhetorical prowess was indication of the high standard of 
... 

education in A_l1tioch; upon which Libanius naturally dilates : 
cf. Or. 11. ISS tr. 

~ Of. Or. 18. 14 tr., where he claims to have been na.r1jp 
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ORATION XV, 3-7 


revealed you supreme over your foes and brought 
you home again safe. To the same gods I offer my 
prayer to grant me victory today and not to let me 
depart a laughing stock. And victory would be mine 
if I were to convince you; or rather, if I were to 
convince you, yours will be the victory for abating 
your anger. 4. In fact, in this way you will link to a 
victory gained by force of arms one won by clemency, 
and for this I have been sent now to plead by a city 
which is unfortunate or, if you would have it so, 
precipitate, a city which rejoices in your triumphs 
and is ashamed of the charges made against her. 5. 
My selection for this office has been caused not by 
any superiority of birth or seniority in age, nor yet 
by the number of my public duties or the inability of 
the rest to present a case. We have, we have indeed, 
men reared in culture and eloquence and capable of 
discoursing on matters of state.a 6. The prime reason 
for my appointment to this embassy is the indebted
ness of pupi1s towards their teachers. My fellow 
citizens have persuaded themselves that you are my 
pupil. Not that I have made any such boast to them: 
the resemblances in our literary styles have caused 
this idea, and not even oracular responses would 
alter their opinion that your literary compositions 
are performed with an eye upon my own. 7. Such is 
the first consideration that induced them to come to 
me and caused them to hope that you would respect 
our kinship in oratory./J Another is the honour you 
have continued to bestow upon me throughout a 
••• h nJ. ......v l'"... "'" " ............ "'.. an..:!

'-A 
u';nf-", 

....A" ........ .. hu In'l!jt~ti{\n :-_-..... ......... -_...
~l1mm()n"ouJ.1..I.I..l."'......... " -J ................-..;-_ ..... , _ 


TWV A~"WV to Julian in Nicomedeia, even though Julian was 
barred from attending his lectU1'(,s and obtained notes at 
seeond·hand. 
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LIBANIUS 

\ '" , '" " I, ,

Kair X~tf"wlla KallWV, f"~'T'a1T€f"1T0f"EIIO)1 E'lTUJTEAAW}J, 

AE'YOVTO) ~o6f"Evo), clX(]6f"~vo)(h'YwVTOS' • OVO€ TIJV 
, " I t\' '" I 1\ \ 
ayptmvtav 'Yf'YVo'YfO'av 'YfJl EpEtV 1TO'1"E f"OV f"EIlIlOVTOS' 
" ~,\, " I ,~ 'e

1]'YPV11VEtS oLa Tas EJI TaLS TOtawatS E1T£oELsEa~ 
I 8 1 \ \... I ~,C\" 1 

7Vxas. • '1"0, "IE f"'Y}V 1TEpL TOV O'tTOV, ot 011 EO'7'W
'A f 1\ ,\ \ , '''' ,,~

1]f"tll 'Yf 1TOIlLS', Eir yap f"'Y} TOTE EKEtVOII EOWKas 
, .- \ '" , '" \ I I Y "''' \ ,
EYKaIlWII Of"OV Kat - O'W,=,WII, '/IVII av KEV7f O'wp.a'1"WV F 12 
f '\ f' , , \ I , 

'Y} 1TOlltS ELO'T'Y}KE£, Tav'T"YjS' TOWVV 'T"YjIlLKaVT'Y}S EVEP
I , ,\ , "\ '\(] I " 

'YEO'LaS' EP.Ot 'T"YjV xap£1I EKEIlEVES' a1TEIl oVTas EXEtVJ 

t\ '" tI 'Y" 'J.. '" o Kat E1TOtOVV 'YfKOVTES f"aKapL':,oVTES Ef"E Kat D''t'as 
" ... , ..."... ~\ Q (]'

aVTOVS' J TWV f"EII Ttf"WV EP.E J T'Y}S oE ,..01] Etas 
f I , I "\ \ '" ,~ I f I {J

aV'TOvs. OV TOWVV EP.EIlIlOV Tawa E£oOTES ETEPWUEII 
I ./. (]' Q" "" , Ip.ETaTTEp.'t'Ea at TOJI TTpEa,..EVT'Y}JI OVO ap.V'Y}p.OV'Y}O'EtV 

'" ~ "A \ \ A c\'I 1
'1"OV OaKpVD'aVTOS' 1Tap X~IlIlEt "IEPOVTOS', 011 TTpO 

'" )(\ \ "~ f '" '" \ \ I " TWII allllwv ETTt'T"YjOEtoll 'Yf"lELTO OLallllaTTEtV ETEP0S' 
I 9 C' \ 1',2' I t 1"'\ , \ , 

yEpWII. • OL P.EV OVII ELKOTWS' TJPOVVTO EP.E 1I0f"L
r "'1\ 'e (] , 'J..' C\ I
"OIlTES' OVTWS 'Yf '1"EVsEa 0,1, '1"OV'1"WJI E't' a TTEfJ-'lTOVO'tV 
" 1 1 , ~ 1 " I fI '" R 454 'Yf' TO "IE OEV'1"EPOJl, OV owaEW aLTLg, xwpa1l, WS' 

, ._ \ '" ,.~ " f\ 1 (] '" "~" (J'
OV KaIlWS' ELOOII 011 filED' at XP'YfV' EyW Of EVUVS 
"e I 'I' Q \ '" ,... I

fJ-EII EsWf"OD'afJ-'Yfv I W ,..aatIlEV, KaL 'lTa1l 'lTOt1]O'€tV 
1 "J.. '1\... I fI " I 

'lTpOTEpOJl E't''YfV 1] '1"0V'T0, fJ-EfJ-V7ffJ-EIIOS' 01'£ fJ- EKE
\ J.. I \. \ '" 1\ \ 1 f '" 
I\EVES' 'f'EVYELV TOll tmEp 'T"YjS TTOIl£WS 1\0'Y01l WS' OVT 

" '~I JI)" _, ..... " " 
av'1"oS' E!lOWO'WJI OVT EfJ-O£ KaIlWS' EXOII aTTpaKTOV 
, '(]"'O II I (\\'(] 1 \aTTEIl EI.;/I. 1. 1'fpOaKaU'Y}fJ-EIIWJI OE all PWTTWJI 1T0"('

t"'o \ J.. ,.., "'" I 
TWV Kat avfJ-'f'OLT1]TWII Kat avYYEVWV Kat aTEVOJlTWV 

\ (] I \ '" e I "(]\ ..., ...
Ka(. P'YfJlOVVTWV Ka(. O~ES toVTWV a 1l0VS TWV EfJ-WV 
., ... 1\ 1 \ '" I I

V'lTEP T1]S' 1TOIlEWS' TTPOYOVWV Kat OELKVVVTWV 

1 01' Een'£JI F.: 01' lanl' Re. (MSS.). 
I 031' F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). 

4 For a similar emphasis on literary interests as the basis 
of his relations with Julian in Antioch cf. Or. 1. Hn 1£. 
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ORATION XV, 7-10 

and correspondence, by your pleasure when I spoke 
and disappointment when I did not.a Nor are they 
unaware of the sleepless nights you spent, previous 
to the delivery of my orations, because of the vicis
situdes that attend such declamations. 8. Moreover, 
with regard to the allocation of corn, the means by 
which our city still exists,b-for had you not made 
your grant then and saved us, despite your dis
approval, it would now stand emptied of its inhabi
tants-you bade them go and show thanks to me for 
such consideration. And so they did, for they came 

. and congratulated me upon the honour done me and 
themselves upon the assistance they received. Aware 
of all this, they were not likely to summon an envoy 
from elsewhere, nor to forget the old man weeping 
by Achilles' side whom another old man considered 
the most suitable person of all to effect a reconcilia
tion. C 9. Their choice of me was natural. They 
thought that they would in this way succeed in their 
mission or, failing that, at least leave no room for 
accusations of ignorance as to where their choice 
should have lain. My first reaction, Sire, was to re
fuse: Iwould do anything rather than this, I said, 
for I remembered your injunction to me to refrain 
from pleading the city's cause, since you would not re
lent and I did not deserve to emerge unsuccessful.d 

10. But I was besieged by my fellow citizens, myoId 
schoolfellows and kinsmen. They, with tears and 
lamentation, recounted the labours of my forebears 
on the city's behalf: they pointed to the tombs of 

I 
b Cf. Julian, Millop. 369 a if., Amm. Marc. 22. 13.4. 

c Homer, Iliad, 9. 162 fr. (Phoenix and Nestor). 

ct Of Julian's final words to the Antiochene embassy 


after his departure on campaign: 01'. 1. 182; Jut E.L.F. 
No. 98 (399 c). 
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LIBANIUS 

, ). 1 \ \" ", 1 \ F ]ni
1"a'f'OVS p:YJ'TpOS, 'TT'a1"pOS Kat E1"t 1"WV aVWTEpw Kat .~ 

" 1\ \... , " , .,.
1"WV 7Tal\a£ Ka£ 'TWV 'TT'pCfJTJV O£X0fJ-EVWV V0fJ-U10S, W

\ "" I 1 " 1 \.1{1aO'£I\EV, fJ-f!'To. 1"OV'TWV EKE£VOVS 7TapEO"TaVa£ Ka£ 'To. 
\ f 1 \ ~ \ "" \ \ , I,,). (J \ 

fJ-EV £KE'TetJE£V, 'To. OE 'i{/ fJ-EI\I\7]O'Et fJ-EFt'EO' 0.£, 'To. 
\ , (J' \ ~ \ ~ 1 'E ... " ,

fJ-EV awxvv E£S, 'Ta OE oE£O'as ptVVVs, as ayava
"" ~"'Y ,~, \ , rt 

K'TE£V oE£ VOfJ-£,=>E£V 7Ta'Tp£OOS afJ-EI\OVfJ-EV7]S, WO'7TEP 
) 1\ I \' I " I

afJ-EI\E£ 'TOKEWV, Ka£ 7TpO 'TOV'TWV 'TTJV CTrJV YVWfJ-TJV 

~Of17](JE{S, fJ-~ fJ-E ~y/J0'7] (J1Jp£dJ07] Ka£ OVO'O'E{1fj Ka£ 
... I ~I t \ I I t I 

1"WV nfJ-£W'Ta'TWV 7TpOOO'T1}V, V7TEP 'TOV'TWV a'TT'av'TWV 
, '(J " , 1\ (J' , I (J f

E7TE£O' 7]V 7], 'TO yE all.7] EO"TEPOV, 7]vayKaO' 7]V V7Ta~ 
'" \ I 11 '\ \ \ I ..., '" 

KovO'a£ Kl\aovO'£v. • al\l\a 'T£ fJ-E 7TO£E£V EXP1JV; 
'\1 ~, \~ ... " \'
a7TEl\aVVEW OEOf.LEVOVS; fJ-7] OOKE£V aKOVE£V I\EYOV

\ ~ " t "'" (J'1"WV; fJ-1J oOKE£V opav 7Tap0V'Tas; 7TEP£XV EV'TWV 
, ~ 1""\ ", ~ '\ I , , ,,, 

a'TT'O'TT'TJoav ; E£S' aypov El\avvEw; Ep7]fJ-OVS Eav 
"(J' ",).... f\1 \... ~ 
G.vw EV 'TE 'TaV'ra E'f'0PWV'TOS 7J1\£OV Ka£ Y7JS ma

.... ~ I 10 \,....,. , I 
O''T1}va£ ovvafJ-EV7]s; ~. Kat. 'Tt.S av "IV EV7TP0O'W7TOS 
\ I I '<t \ r a \ \ \ 
1\0yoS' 'TOO'G.V'T'{J l<al<t.9-; on 'TpaxvS' ° ,..,aO'£I\EVS' I<a£ 
~ \ \ I I ~ I ,~ \ \ Q ' 
OVO'XEp7JS' 'TOV 'Tp07TOV Ka£ o£l<aS' E£OWS' l\afJ-,..,aVEtv 

, ~ \ \' ,,~, \ f \ ,,.. 

7TapP7J0'£as; (1.1\1\ 'lIOEO'o.v fJ-OV T'}V V7TEP av'TWV , \ \ ,) \ I ~ 1\ I
R 455 'TOV'TWV 7TpOS' (]E 7To.pP7J(]£av a7TO OE£1\7JS 'TT'pwt.as 

, , \ \ I \(J " ....,).,
f.LEXpt fJ-eawv 7TOl\I\al<t.S 7TpOEI\ ov(]av VVK'TWV, E'f' 
3." \ ).1\ \ ~, f"" .Q I
U 'TWV fJ-EV 'f'''\WV 'T£VES OEt.O'aV'TES' Ws av EI<,..,awovU'lJ 

\ I ,,.. \ ~\ " ' ''' \
'TO j.LE'TpOV E'TT'EtXOV, O'V oE EKEWOVS' E'TT'EtXES' fJ-7J 

'TaiYra 'TT'o£Eiv VOf.Lt,WV Elva£ {1a(]£A£K6V I<at -rfis afjs 
'\" "i: ,\ I ... '\\' I).

aVI\7Js ac;., t.OV OV 'TO (]£yWV'TWV I<pa'TE£V, al\l\a 'TO 'f'E
I " ,,). '" ,.. q

P0V'TWV E£S fJ-E(]OV a 'f'POVOV(](, 'TT'Ep£Ewa£. Iv. 'TO(]

1 £mEp Re. (CAPU; c-oneeted from tmo M, into tmo B): 
1mb F. (VI). .' Ia Libanlus' uncle, Phasganiust and his mother had both 
died in autumn A.D. 859: Ep; 96, Or. 1. 11'1. For his 
parentage. Or. 1. 8 ff. 
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ORATION XV, 10-13 


my mother, my father and their ancestors before 
them, of the long dead and the recently departed, a 

and I felt, Sire, that these too were present in their 
company, united with them in their pleas and re
proaching me for my hesitation. So partly in shame, 
partly in fear of the avenging Furies, whose anger I 
must think is roused at any lack of patriotism, let 
alone of filial piety, and fearing, even more than 
them, the opinion you might hold of me, that you 
might think me brutal, impious and traitor to all that 
I hold dear,b-in view of all this, I was induced or, 
more correctly, was compelled to lend an ear to their 
complaints. 11. What else should I have done? 
Drive them away as they presented their pleas? 
Pretend not to hear what they said, not to see them 
before me? Start away from them as they came 
crowding round me and drive off to my estate ? Leave 
them in the lurch, while ever the sun above observed 
it and earth could yawn? 12. What specious excuse 
could there be for baseness so great? The emperor's 
harshness and sour temper? His habit of punishing 
independence of speech? Yet they knew that I had 
employed such independence before you, often from 
early afternoon until midnight on their very own 
behalf, though some of your friends feared that I was 
going beyond all reason and tried to stop me, while 
you stopped them from doing SO,a You regard it a 
sign of majesty and a credit to your court not to rule 
over men who refuse to speak their minds but to excel 
those who openly voice their opinions./) 18. So, with 

b By choice of vocabulary here Libanius implies the 
existence of strong Christian opposition to Julian's policies 
among the cu,.iale:~ of 44.ntioch. 

Of. Or. 1. 126. 
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LIBANIUS· 

I I )~ I) I..... I """I
aVT'fJS TOWVV aOE'tas aVE'qJYp,E'V'fJS T'(} 'lTapP'fJ(Ju!- Tep F 125 

~ ! '" '0 ' \ >I ~ '" \ II l'(Jtyav ovoap,o flI a'lTMoyta. avopa DE' qJ xa£pE'tS 
\'" A f I , IQ 't \ 0"Kat OV E'V TOtS E'TaLpOLS 'fJpwp,TJKas, E's E'I\E'YX 1)va£ 

\ \ I \' \ \ R I R .,~,
7TOV1JpOV Kat p,£apov Kat wp,OV Kat tJaptJapov OVO 
av (Jot KaAws E'CXE'V, JJ ~aa£AE'iJ. 

A \ ..." ,Q I I !;' I14• Lua TaVTa 'fJKW 7TpE'atJ€VWV Kat (JOV OEop,at 
\ {;I \1 ,... "" \ >I

p,'rJ p,ETali>v I\EYOVTOS a7TC£VTav p,~UE T'rJV up,axov 
€KEtV'Y)V TWV A6ywv pWIJ-7]V aVTEgayE'W TO'iS €p,o'is. 
oet: yap aE' TIJIJ-E'POV XP'fJaT6v ¢avfjvat p,MAOV ~ 

• I tI ""~" '1"'l: ~ '" p'fJTOptKOV' a OE' DEOp,at TE' Ka, WV a~toVp,EV TVXHV, 
p,tp,'fJaat aaVT6v, JJ j3a(J£AEiJ, Kat 7T0t'fJ(JOV Tfi 
7TPOT€PCf KafJf.Dpq, rryv D€VT€pav 7Tapa7TA7]atav. 15. 
€aT1)S 11'ap' ~p,'iv a7T<) T~S ea7T'pas €AavvwV' 

~8 \,.."... " '..l..aT1J £ Kat vvv a11'0 TWV V€VtK'fJp,EVWV avaaTp€'f'WV'
\ , R \ I I", t f\ ,

7Tal\aLOV tJaaLI\EWV X€Lp,autoV 'fJ 7T01\£S. p,etVaTW 
, • \ \ ,.. I 16 1\\ ,TOWVV 0 7TE'P' TOV XE'Lp,Wva vop,OS. . • Kal\l\7] P,€V 

~p,'iv OUK EaTw olKooop,'fJP,<hwv, OU yap E'taaE'v ~ 
R 456 7T<lAm IT E'pawv lJj3p£s 7TiJp €7TL¢'povaa I TOLS

'8 I "1~' '\' \ , I ,uv LaTajLEVOLS, eaTL OE 7TOl\V TO OtKOVp,flIOV a7T0
~ '\' \ I \ (., \Xpwv KIlL 7T0I\LTC£tS Kat jLETOtKOtS Kat ~evo,s Kat . 

fiaaLAEL Ka~ I aTpaT07T/.OqJ, T/.xva~ DE 7TuVTo'iaL Kat. F ]26 .
\ ~8 ' I \ \ \ \ \71'1\7] OS E'p'7T0pWV Kat 7T'fJya£ Kat 71'OTajLOS Kat\ ~ \ eI.!!\ \".,. I

X€LjLWV 7TPCfOS KUt EpOS (If\V7TOV Kat 'Y7J 71'aVTa 
\ \ \ ..l.. I ,.. \,.. A I " 177T01\I\a 'f'Epovaa TWV 71'apa TOV LUOS; €t TVXOt. • 

Els a p,OL OOK€t:'TE j3MifraVTEs ~p,€is ot j3aa£Ae'is €V . 
TOtS 7TpOS 'TOUS fiapfiapovs 71'oMp,o£s TfiOE' XELp,a

1 Eon F.: ET' Re. (lIISS.). 

a OJ. Aristoph. Ach. 440. .1. .• 
b Julian had threatened to use Tarsus as his winter I 

quarters upon his return from the Persian campaign, so 
showing his disapproval of Antioch: cf. Or. 1. 132, 16. 53, 
Amm. Marc. 23. 2. 5. 
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ORATION XV, 13-17 


such freedom open to frankness, there is no possible 
excuse for silence. For a man whose company you 
enjoy, whom you count as one of your friends, to be 
proved base;despicable, brutal and uncivilized, would 
be no credit to you either, Sire. 

14. Hence ,1 have come as their envoy, and I beg 
of you not to engage me in debate while I am still 
delivering my address: do not array the relentless 
force of your eloquence against what I have to say, 
for "today you must show yourself a man of merit" 
rather than of eloquence/k The request 1 make, and 
which I hope to obtain, is that you follow your own 
lead, Sire, and make your residence here a second 
time, as you did your first.1I 15. On your march from 
the west, you stayed with us. Stay with us now also 
on your return from your triumphs. Our city has of 
old been the winter quarters of our emperors. Then 
let the custom of wintering here remain unimpaired. 
16. We may have no noble buildings-the age-old 
insolence of the Persians that fired all that stood 
in its path has seen to that C-but we have a large 
domain sufficient to maintain our citizens, permanent 
residents and visitors from abroad, an emperor and 
his army: we have industry of every kind and large 
numbers of tradespeople, springs of water, a river, 
a climate mild in winter and temperate in summer, 
and a soil that gives rich yield of all that Zeus may 
grant ifhe so pleases.a 17. You emperors, I feel, have 
borne this in mind when you spend your winters here 
during your campaigns against the barbarian, for our 

C Of. Or. 24. 88 and note. 

d A resume of the praises of Antioch as expressed in Or. 


11. These same arl?uments are adduced in a similar situa
tion in A.D. 387, wnen Antioch once again had disgraced 
herself: of. Or. 19. 51 ff. 
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city is capable of bearing the burden this imposes. 
Even when you pass through other towns, you set 
them at sixes and sevens, for they cannot take such a 
strain. Our city is like a huge merchantman, sturdy 
and strong; them you may liken to so many rowing 
boats, and you sink them if you insist on overloading 
them. 18. So now we come to request that we be 
favoured with this duty, for we feel that its cessation 
is our loss. Long experienced in the job, we desire 
our emperor's residence among us: we are like 
nurses who, as time goes on, regard their duties to
wards their charges as a pleasure and burst into tears 
if ever their nursing comes to an end. 19. If our 
fame had been sped by favourable winds,a there 
would have been no other place made ready to wel
come you and no need for us to come and plead. 
With cries ofgladness and the usual acclamation from 
the common folk, dancing, applauding, high stepping, 
we would escort you into the town. However, we 
have fallen into disrepute: we are held to have shown 
no zeal in your service and to have been either care
less or deliberately opposed to you, and, worst of all, 
to have put on a shdcking dance and turned a religious 
holiday into an excuse for a disreputable racing 
entertainment,b and in consequence I must plead for 
a people involved in such accusations. 

20. I will leave unsaid the remarks I have heard 
them make with their voices choked with tears. I 
leave aside statements such as these: .. Who knows 
of any wrong that we have done? Come out and show 
it. Put aside slander and prove it. Of what neglect, 

IS Cf. Soph. Aj. 1083. 
b Cf. Julian's complaints against Antioch, Misop. 346 b if. 

I 1Tapulw Re., F.: 1Tapc1v MSS. 
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p.aAaKtg, 1rpoEt81]~' 'Tt oE 1rOIl1Jptg, o,ecp8dp1J; 21. 
t:J \ \ \ l' ...., 1\ .... t I \
fJaatl\EVS P.EV EV 1rO£WV EKOl\aae 'TWV wv(.wv 'Tas 'Tt-
It",~, " ,t,..... ., ,..,. 

p.asJ "I 'Y"fJ O€ 1rfP" 'Tas yovas V1rO 'TWV avXp-wv 
, ... I \ , J..O f ,., t:J (J.... \

1JotK1JP.EV1J p.E'Ta a'f OVLas OVK EaXE f"Ef"a£wacu 'TOV 
I ' ... ,.... ~..., (J \ \ \' , 

vop.ov, at OE 'TWV KEpOWl' V1rEPfJol\at I<.EI<.Wl\vp.Eva(. 'Tas 
, f '\ ,.. ... \ .... \ I
EP.1TOptaS Ka'TEI\Vaav. 1JP.f£S OE 'TWl' I\E£'TOVPYovv

'I " ... \' ,I'TWl' EafJ-El', OVX' 'TWl' Ka1r1JI\EVOV7WV. OV 'TaVT1Jl' 
,\ 'r " \ I ff \ ,,' .....
EyW KOP.'i;,W 'M]l' a1Tol\oy£av. O'TOV yap av Ka'TayvCf/S, 
,. t:J \... , "\ ... '\ I "'.. ,\

W f"aa(.I\EV, Kat 1rap EP.O£ TOV'TOV 1Jl\WI<.EVat oEt, kal' 
A ' '''' \, \,/ '0 ... ... of,'/" 'rEt1TTJS' oEwa 1)o£K1)Ke, 'TaV'Ta Kat av'TOS <r1)<r'~0-

p.o.,. I 
22. TI68El' ovv €gatpofJp.a£ rijs opyrys Kat 'Tof] IF 128' 

... I \ 1\ C\ ,'1\ \ I ... /
R 458 KtVOVVOV 'M]v 1TOl\tl', "Iv OVK av KaI\EUa'p.t otKaWV ; 

" \ \ f.' 8'" \Ea'T' 'TL 1Tal\awl' 1IOP.tP.OV V11'O ewl' P.EV Ka'Ta

1TEP.~8€v, v~' (EAA~VW1I OE 'Ttp.7J8ll', 1T0AAOVS 8' 
,~ / In I t\ I 

EV OLKaa'T1)ptotS aEaWKOS, °p.vptaKtS' av'TOS 1T£1rO£1J
I "J..{J t \' I \

Kas I<.VP£OV. E<r(1)S Et1TWV 'M]V avyyvwp.1JV Kat 
t #"to 1\ '\ "1 l' 'v " '\ I

P1Jp.a P.EI\I\Ol' eyvwpwas, OV 'TO EpyOl' OVK Ol\tyaKts 
"t CHJ.I ,\ .... , I
E1Tpal:, as. ;(,.:1. 1Jp.ap'Top.EII, op.OI\OYOUP.El', KaL YEYO

vap.EV 'T1JS a1js f3ovA~UEWS {3paOV'TEpOt. ot fJ-EV 
• .... ) (J\ I \ , 'J.. 1\ t. ( ... ' 1)fJ-WV ap.f"I\V'TEPOV 'TOVS Ut'T011'OWVS e'fVl\a!:lav, ot DE 
"\ 'il '''' • '" \ 'ill , /OI\WS EKautV01]aav, Ot OE E1r€Uvp..1Jaal' apyvpwv 

\ I " I '1' "1 "',... '" \7TI\EWVOS. Ea'TW yap' 'Tt OVl'; at'Ttoll OEL ota , 
TOUTO YEvJa(Ja.£ TI];'; 'rr6Aw; KaL 'TO TfjS vvrY';WjkrW 

I '''''' I \ C\ .... , {J I t \
fJ-EPOS ovael' 0V1]aEt 'TOVS 0 'M]S avupW1TELas Ea'Tt 

I I BI ,,. 8 I '", '" I
q)'UIJ€WS 7r€7rOV. OTas} €~EVEX EV'TaS' 'TOV OEOII'TOS'; I 

1 aLTWv:MSS. F. (erit. note) suggested Q:np.ov. 
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ORATION XV, 20-23 


what intrigue are we guilty? What have we dis
regarded in our slackness? What ruin have we 
caused by misbehaviour? 21. The emperor kindly 
cut the price of foodstuffs, but the soil experienced a 
crop shortage as a result of drought and failed to sup
port his edict with a good yield, and the ban on high 
profits caused the bottom to drop out of the market.'J 
But we are town councillors, not market vendors." 
This is not the excuse I present, for if you condemn 
anyone, Sire, I must find him guilty too. Ifyou state 
that a person has committed an offence, that is my 
verdict also. 

22. How then do I remove from the danger of your 
wrath the city that I could not describe as innocent? 
There is an old principle that descends from the gods 
above and is respected by Greeks, that has been the 
salvation of many a man in courts of law and put into 
operation by yourself time and again. When you 
have spoken of forgiveness, you have taken the words 
out of my mouth; you have discovered the term I 
intend to employ, for you have so often put it into 
practice.b 23. We did wrong, we confess. We have 
been too slow in obeying your will. In supervis
ing the bakers we were, some of us, too careless, or 
fast asleep, or eager for more cash.c Admitted-but 
what then? Must the city be held responsible on 
this account? Will there be no scrap of forgiveness 
to help people whose natural human frailty has been 

<I Of. Or. 1. 126: Jul. Misop. 368 d if.: Amm. Marc. 
22. 14. 1. 

b For Julian~s administration of justice cf. }.. mm. ~1arc .. 
~~. 10. 

e For the organization of the city's food supply in periods 
of famine, and the part played by the curialea, c/. P. Petit, 
Libanius et la vie municipale aAntioche, pp. 10';"122. 
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I 
a Libanius takes up, on behalf of Antioch. the argument 

of Julian, Misop. 367 c. Both under and after Julian, I
Libunius employs the term " Hellene" to denote his tra.di
tional culture, and in this pity and clemency both figure 
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ORATION XV, 23-27 


carried to excess? What is the point of gods being 
superior to humans, if we expect mankind never to 
fall into error either? What city, what profession, 
what individual can hope for protection if such 
scrupulous exactitude be universally applied? 24. If 
forgiveness must be removed from the life of man, if 
everything must be rigorously examined and if any
one caught in default must suffer punishment, then 
let your ill-will remain and call our city your foe. But 
if, at this of all times, this type of protection ought to 
be effective, why are we alone barred from enjoying 
the glories of the age? 

25. If I consider all the qualities which make up 
your humanity, first you are a Greek and rule over 
Greeks a-for so I prefer to describe the opponents 
of barbarism, and the descendants of Aeneas will not 
reprove me for it. II 26. The barbarian, in his pride, 
rages and ravens like a wild beast; he slays his 
kinsman at his table and drinks a toast over his dead 
body; supplication is either fruitless or spurs him on 
to worse frenzy still. But with us, our chief aim is to 
separate ourselves as far from brute beasts as we can; 
our temper is wrought upon by tears and our seething 
rage is quenched by lamentation, and we forget our 
injuries when we see the sinner shamed. 27. Such 
being our social order, we must be more humane than 
the barbarian, and in like measure you more than 

largely, both when, as now, he puts forward a ptea for 
Christians, and when, in later times, his arguments are for 
persecuted pagans: c/. Epp. 819, 1120, 1211. 1851, 1414. 
1431. 01'. 19. i3. 

~ He here tones down a normally strong prejudice against 
Rome and Romans: e.g., Or. L 179.£., 11. 151. 174. This 
Pnt'\I!"'~""':&' t1,.",'t.~C!' QrtrnA I"t.~ H·c'<' l.nQ'T\ll"o+1.'nn t1V\Ol J11Hon ()... .tf. 
(ThQiieli;.~·th~"i{i~g) l:rjS·;;ff:"Vl"'''·ov" ow... v~••~.., v •• ~ 
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I\,/.. ~, I ~ I I 

7TpOa7TEp~€L/\'Y)'f'as 'TO~S a7TO 'TWV P.E'TPWV xp'Y)a~p.ms. 

" I \ '/",!. \ 0 ~ 0 I ", Jo yE p.'Y)V KO/\0'f'U'V, 'Ta EWV pEp.p.a'Ta, ~WKpa'T'Y)S, . 
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, \0 I 'e I \ \ I IIn 460 E~aE/\ OV'TES E~E~pyaaav'To Ka/\'Y)V Kat YEVVataV, 

" t I:' IQ \ I \ Iwa7TEp O~ 7TaLOO'TptfJa~ 'Ta awp.a'Ta. 7Tapa 'TOV'TWV 

d7Ta~'Tfl 'T~P.EPOV TI]V 7TPOS ~p'as ~P.EpO'T'Y)'Ta, KaOa7TEp 
,.." \,.." ,.." \ I 

y'Y) 7Tapa 'TWV yEWpywv 'TOVS Kap7TOVS. 
E' I '" I I I \ 'I:' I2.9 tat OE Ka~ 'TOV'TWV 'TlVES aLOEaLp.W'TEpOL 

I I?, f \ "0\ ' 7TpaK'TOpES. nVES OV'TOL; Ot 'TOV /\VP.7TOV Ot

KOVV'TES, p.fiAAOV De aOL aVVO~KOVV'TES OEOL KaL 
'" I '!' I J.. 1\ ''/'' \ 0 I , Ioatp.OVES, WV 'TOV 'f't/\OV E~S 'fJt/\av pW7T~al' avaYK'Y) 

0'\ 0 I '" I:' 'e 0 0I IKa E/\KEa at. Kat yap ovx oaol' OE~aa at vatav 

I "" , '0 '" , ~,/.. I


Ka~ O~ Opl/~ WV 7TE'TOP.EVWV 'Y) apvwv a'f'a'T'Top.EVWV 

p.'Y)vvaat 'T~ 'TWV KPV7T'TOP.EVWV ovD€ p.EXpt p.avnK~S 
~ P.E'T' EKE{VWV ao~ avv~(i€w, Ka{'TOt Kai 'TOV'TO 

a The contrast with the huntsman is with Constantius. I 
The Spartan is Nicocles: cf. Jul. 1l1isop. 353 b; Socr. 
H.E. 3. 1. 10; Lib. Or. 1. 31 if. 
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we common folk. The reason is that, when you were 
a lad, you had no huntsmen to take you in hand and 
teach you to strike down beasts, nor did you spend 
the greater part of your time in hills and glades and 
rocks fighting lions or wild boars. Your instructor 
was a Spartan a who initiated you in justice and 
led you in learning, who knew, if ever a man did, the 
mysteries of the genius of Homer and all of Homer's 
school. As a boy you took in Homer, as is natural 
for one of that age; now you understand him, as 
is natural for a philosopher. 28. Moreover, besides 
the benefits of poetry, you have taken to yourself 
all the orators and historians, authorities upon so 
many subjects, whose work has left us in ignorance 
of nothing of classical times.b Above and beyond 
all else, those divine spirits Socrates, Pythagoras 
and Plato c and all the effiuents from them, hold a 
place in your understanding. They have entered 
into it and have rendered it fine and beautiful, as 
physical instructors do with the bodies they train. 
As farmers demand crops of the soil, so do these 
demand of you today clemency towards us. 

29. We have supporters even more revered than 
these-the gods who dwell in Olympus, or rather, 
the gods and spirits who dwell with you. Their friend 
must needs be drawn to friendship with humanity. 
Your association with them is not confined merely to 
their acceptance of sacrifice or the revelation of their 
secrets through the flight of birds or the slaughter 
of lambs, nor yet to mere divination, great though 

b Of. Socr. lac. cit. Ijiban. Or. 18. 21. }\ tactful con
fession of the superiority of philosophy over rhetoric. 

o An adaptation offDio Chrys.l Or. 37. 32, one of Julian's 
favourite authors, and so most appropriate in an oration 
such as this. 
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1 4)V Re. (JlfSS, except VI); OJ, F. (VI). 

~ Snph. A:j. 14. For Julian's vision of the Ge;n.ht-! P01Juli 
Rfimani ct. Amm. Marc. 21. 2. 

b Homer, Iliad. 1. 198 if. (Athena), 
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the virtue of this may be. Your intercourse with them 
is as close as ours with each other. 30. They have 
shaken you with their hand and roused you from your 
sleep, have told you of ambushes, the time to march, 
the place of battle, the points of advance and of 
departure. You alone have seen them in physical 
manifestation, a blessed observer of the blessed. You 
alone have been privileged to listen to the voice of 
the gods and to rise and address each one with that 
greeting of Sophocles, " Voice of Athena "a or " Voice 
of Zeus," or of Apollo, Heracles, Pan and all gods 
and goddesses. 31. So when you are honoured with 
such company and society and have such as them 
close by you as counsellors on matters of state, it is 
obvious that you have, by likeness of character, 
embraced them as both protectors and friends. One 
of this company was she who restrained Achilles in 
his wrath when, unseen by the rest, she was observed 
only by him on whose account she had come.b 32. 
Zeus also is not merely the thunderer, but also the 
protector of suppliants and the gracious.1: You have 
loosed your thunders against the barbarian, as he 
deserved: now be gracious to us and receive our 
supplications. Even with the barbarians you have 
imitated the god in both his aspects, for you fell like 
a thunderbolt on them when they opposed you and 
did not resort to the sword when they made supplica
tion to you, and so different is their present state 
that they have gained other lands in exchange for 
those they held. They create no fear or injury, but 

C The manifestations of Zeus are deiiberately drawn from 
classical literature. such allusions enabling the flattery to 
appeal more directly to Julian's taste: Zeus !\leilichios 
'J'huc. 1. 196; ZI J{ataibates, i\esch. P. V. 359, }\.ristoph. 
Pax. 42; Z. Hikesios, Soph. Phil. 484, Aesch. Supp. 616. 
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Q ' , , I )..\1 \' I , ,
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,..., \ " \ A , "'" _ 
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I ,,.. ll..... \ I I , 
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- I 'C l' , I , \ \' , \ ,
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" 'A '\ \ '\',\.' , " Q ,
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,.. , R \ I • \ \" , , (; ,.. 
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II A summary of Julian's achievements in Gaul and 
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are maintained and protected near the garrisons they 
once destroyed.a 33. Good heavens 1 When Achilles 
hears of the nature of prayer, that" even the very 
gods are moved by it,"O and still remains obdurate in 
wrath, are you not out of patience with him, despite 
your admiration for him as a warrior? Though related 
to the gods by birth he does not follow the lead given 
by his forebears; he knows well enough that the 
plague is Apollo's work and he urges Agamemnon 
to sacrifice, C since he is sure that this will produce a 
change in the situation, and yet he does not deign 
to relax his anger for so many precious gifts,<f even 
though he has to hand the example of the god who 
recently wasted the army by the plague and was a ' 
little later reconciled when its envoys came and 
offered sacrifice.e 84. Even now the behaviour of 
Apollo and the rest every day is exactly the same as 
it was on that occasion at Troy. Sinners-who have 
recourse to prayer they spare. If they maintained 
their rancour unshakeable at every mistake of man's 
stupidity and if nothing sufficed to reconcile them, 
the cities would be deserted, for precious few would 
escape their bolts. But surely, we make mistakes, we 
make our supplication and we are saved. And any 
man who really approximates to the divine, does so 
not by any physical likeness, for that is impossible, 
but by his readiness to do good and his dislike of 
the indiscriminate use of punishment. 35. Thus, 
if Achilles maintains his anger, we feel aggrieved : 
we think, as the envoys did when they failed to 

Germany (.",.D. 356-360). Of. Jut 980 b ff.; Zos. 3. 3-8 ; 
Amm. Marc. 17.8-10; 18.2. 

~ Homer, Iliad, 9. 497 ff. 
c Ibid.!. 59 ff. t1 Ibid. 9. 377 ff. a Ibid. 1. 457 ff. 
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0' fH \" \ \" A' IKa aTfEp paKAf.", 7'OV yap epywv 'TWJI €KELVOV 
Y \ \ I I \,.. A " '/:. 1I
':>1]I\W7'1}V EtKOS TOt KaL TL/LWV 'TWJI EKELVOV TEV,:> EauaL, 

A ~ I , f 1"\ 'll' I , ,,\f
VUV o€ aOL Tfap 'l}/LWV avu LEpEtWV Kat KaTfVOU Kat 

I ,.. \ \, Q 1\ , '" I
KVLaO'YjS aX1J/La TaTfELVOV KaL aV'Tt/"OI\1]aLS Kat oaKpua. 

R 463 veDaov O~, I TfpOS rijs 'A01]vfls, ~S' TIJV Tf6Aw F 13~ •. 
WaTfEp (PW/L~V €KaTEpav ETftOV/LEtS 'lo€tV, /LETa rijs . 
aaV7'OV TfaTpLOoS' Kat rijs Tn TfOAAa TaDTa K7'1Jaa

I I \ "AO I 0 I Y. 37' 0 ,../LEV1JS TfOI\EWS' Tas 1JvaS' aV/La!:;,wv. • EV v/Lov 
I ./ I ,.. I \ \ \'AllTO£VUV, 07'£ 'TOVTWV TWV u1]vatWV Kal\a /LEV 

KaKEtVa, vaV/Laxlat /LETa XP1](]/LWV KaTopOoJ/LEvaL
\ '0 'Q QI '''' ,Ka£ TfEL ovaaL 'TOVS /"ap/"apovs aya.Tfav TOVS 

, I Of ... \ \ '" \ 1\ \ ,"\
apxatOvs opOVS, /Lal\l\ov OE aV(]TEI\I\€LV E£S El\a'TTOV 
"Y \ ill 1\\ "',. 1
avaYKa!:;,ovaaL TOUS' opOVS, Kal\l\taTOV OE aTfaVTWV 
f \ \' ,.. J.. \ 0 ' "', t\ \7] TfPOS TOVS a'TVxoUJJTas 'f'tl\av pWTfLa, ot 1]V TfPOS 

t\ " 1 (\' \. 1
OVS apT£ Tfap€Ta'TTOVTO, VTf€P TOUTWV TfPOS €'T€POUS 
"Y 38" • \ D. Q ' ,..1JYWV£!:;,OVTO. • €Tfa(]xov VTfO \':I1J/"atwv KaKWS" 
't' " , ( A \' " 0' D.EL'T €TPEXOV E£S' .tV\tapTOv EI\EV EPW(]OVTES \':11]

·1·.:.a Homer, fl. 9. 624 fI. '. 

b Ibid. 24. 599 if. 

c Ibid. 16. 34 f. d Ibid.. 9. 499. 

e On this passage cf. A. D. Nock. J.R.S., 157, p. 122: 
 I

Deification and Julian. 
1 Rome: and Constantinople. Julian's birthplace, ~f. 
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convince him, that he is not treating us properly,Q 
but we are pleased when we see Priam in his tent, 
dining with him and successful in obtaining all his 
requests.b Then we feel that he really is a son of 
Thetis and of the house of Aeacus; but when he is 
so ready to lose his temper-well, you know the 
parentagePatroclus ascribes to him, much though 
he loves him.c 86. Homer speaks of the gods as 
being influenced" by incense and reverent VOWS."d 

At some time or other men will offer sacrifice and 
prayer to you, and set up altars as they do to Heracles, 
for obviously his rival in action will obtain the same 
honours as he.e At present, though, instead of sacri
ficial offerings, smoke and the scent of fat, we present 
our dejection, pleas and tears. Grant us this favour, 
Sire, in the name of Athena, whose city you long to 
see as if it were one of the two capitals, for you 
reverence Athens no less than your own birthplace 
and that city which possesses this vast empire.! 
37. Consider then: in the case of these Athenians, 
though their renown is based upon their great feats 
of arms-naval victories won under oracular guid
ance,S1 that induced the invader to remain content 
with his former boundaries, or rather, forced him to 
reduce them.:...-yet their crowning glory lies in their 
generosity towards the unfortunate. Because of this 
they espoused the cause of their late opponents and 
entered the fray against yet other foes. 38. They 
suffered harsh treatment from the Thebans, but then 
they marched out to Haliartus to liberate Thebans.A 

Jul. E.L.F. No. 59 (443 be), Lib. Or. 18. 11. For Julian's 
regard for Athens cf. Jul. 275 ab, Lib. Or. 18. 18 ff. 

, Salamis, ct. Herod. 7. 141 f., S. 96. 
;. In the II Corinthian War," 895 B.C. Of. Xen. Hell. S. 

5.7 ff. 
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1 <av> E:lxov F. (text). F. withdraws the conjecture, vol. 
iii. p. xxxxv. 

2 d~tv1'a Si F. (VBMI). Om. Re. (other 11188.). Gasda 

deletes d~€/JT(J. Sf . . . KTJPUICWV......•I.• 
3 J.I.€1'o. F., Re. (Animadv.) CODet: 1Uyapa J.l,e1'o. V, cor

rection in I. J.l,1f.1'a om. other JlI8S • 

... 1I'e.rnf30~TOI)S P., Cobet: 1I'P€UPIf.LS PM! foUowed by ia
cuna CA: 11' with erasure U: 1I'0>J.as VI. 

5 EKflJlas OU '\oywap,E:VOv P. 
17~ 
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Their experience at the hands of Corinth was no 
better, but when Corinth was the victim of aggression 
they went to her help.a They tried to save even 
Sparta, after the destruction of their walls, the loss 
of their navy, the reign of terror under Critias and 
Dracontides with its many executions, exiles, starva
tion and murder.b Through a ravaged Eleusis they 
marched to the Peloponnese to prevent the destruc
tion of Lacedaemon. C 39. In Athens they regarded 
Pity as a god a-and, Sire, you have seen its altar 
there-and so they could not reflect upon the wrongs 
committed by those who sent and implored their aid. 
Either they had to overthrow the altar or else be 
reconciled to them. Then imitate a city that has 
won such fame by pitying those who wronged her : 
or rather, follow your own humane inclinations, for 
I can present no more potent plea than that. 40. If 
you had never yet shown clemency towards your mis
guided subjects, I would have cited the example of 
Xerxes. He released the spies and also those who 
offered themselves in lieu of his heralds,tl and he 
made a friend of Themistocles, his greatest enemy. 
So far from revenging himself upon him, he even 
bestowed gifts upon him, Lampsacus, Myus and 
Magnesial after all those famous battles, both the 
minor ones and that incomparable victory which 

a In 394 B.C'.; Xen. lIell. 4. 2. 16 ff. Tod, G.H.!. vol. ii, 
No. 105. 

• The rule of the Thirty at Athens, 404 B.C.: cf. Xen. 
Hell. Book 2. On hemlock as the method of execution cf. 
Xen. Hell. 2. 8. 56; Plato. Phaedo, 116 c ff. 

C The Theban invasion of 370/69 B.C. = Xen. Hell. 6. 5. 
83 ff. 

~ 9l P~u~. ~:}7. ~:., .~. "T" /\ .~~
• neroa. 'I. J40: W1,a. 134, CJ. LlO. vr. n:. M. 

• 

I Thuc. 1. 138. . 
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' 0' I ,,...ITv 8£ov Eta 1fpoCJ£tpr/"ro. Ka£ TaV'Ta 1)V f'Eya
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V1fE'T£ ero OOVI\WCJEW aVTtp TOVS l\I\1)vas. TOV 
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yap T1]S O£KEtaS' 1fpOOOT1]V OVK av 1)yEI.TO 1fEpt TOV F 136 
Pdppapov ~CJ£CJ8at XP1)CJTJV. 41. Et1fOV av CJO£ f'fTd. 
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, ,\ A 1/ 8 \ 0 \ II ,
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>I~ \ II >I'(] II 'C\'0 I, " t.
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\ "A\I:.'I:' Am\' l' f'Ka, 1fEpt .ll.I\EsaVOpov TOV 'V£I\t.7T1fOV, rov 0 f'EV 
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II "" .1. ' ~ \ , I:. ' 
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f' ,~ I " I
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\ , 1:" , \ I '\'
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\ , \ to Y' , J.. ' A

Kal\OUVTWJI Kat VtJP£':;,OJITWJI Kat. KaTa't'pOVOVVTWJI Tep
'I ' , "J..t." >I tl8'f'EJI E val. 7TaVTWV KVp£OS' a7TEa't'a':lEJI av, Et7TEp 1) EI\E, 

~ t.' ~ \ ,Q' >I \" ,
OE~af'EJlOS' OE 7Tp€a,.,E£av (t.aa€ Kat. T1]1\£KaVT1]V xap£v 

It 465 I ;OWK€ l11)f'dOll Tep A1)f'EOU. 
C) T' '" , "" f, " 8 ' 40. OUTWJI aJl Ka£ 1fOI\l\WJI ETEPWV Ef'V1Ja 1)JI, E/, 

\ , , , \' ...~, 

1"'1) TOUTWV E7TE7TOI.1)KE£S l\af'7TpoTEpa. VVJl OE f'E 
... , .,\ t' , , , , '" \ I:. 

TOU Ta 7TOAata 7TapaoEtYf'aTa aVI\I\EYE£V a1(1)l\I\asas 
"t' , t 1:.' 'J..' c\ ... " .

1)o1J TOUTWJI V1fap~af'Evos, E't' a vvv 1) KOf'EV. 1J 
\ , ? ,,, f \ 8'1:. '" \ 

yap ouX OUTOS EKE£VOS 0 TOUS 1J':lavTas E7T aVTOJl 

1 ~SLO'T' av F.• Gasda: ~SLO'Ta. Re. (1lf88.). 
Ii iAiiOL F. (corredion in B): {ABu Re. (other )188.). 

I 

a Herod. 7. 141 :If. I~ TIme. 1. 136 f. 
cOne of the first successes of Philip's reign. 359 B.C.: cf. 

Diod. Sic. 16. 8, Demosth. c. AristQcr. 80. 
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caused the Pythian god to call Salamis" divine."a 
This, I feel, he gave as the reward for his nobility of 
spirit, not for his hopeful promise to subject Greece 
to him, for he would never expect a traitor to his 
country to be loyal to the barbarian cause. 41. Along 
with Xerxes I would have mentioned Admetus the 
Molossian too. He would have been very glad to get 
hold of this same Themistoc1es and put him to death, 
but when he did get hold of him and had him in his 
power, he refused to hand him over to the Athenians as 
they requested and he ensured that he reached his 
desired destination. b 42. I would have narrated to you 
the story of Philip son of Amyntas also, and of his son 
Alexander. Philip defeated the Athenians when they 
tried to put Argaeus on the throne, and then he 
treated them as though they were benefactors, sent 
them away and did not deign to retain any of the 
booty that he had won as a result of his victory. c 
Alexander suffered much at the hands of the orators 
in Athens. They created trouble for him, they 
organized the democracies against him, they dubbed 
him " Don Quixote" and covered him with insult 
and obloquy. When absolutely supreme, he could 
have massacred them, had he wished, but instead he 
welcomed their embassy and let them be, granting 
this great favour to Demades son of Demeas,d 

43. These examples and many more I would have 
cited, were it not that you had performed deeds even 
more famous. As it is, you have provided an example 
of the treatment that we now come to obtain, and so 
yon have prevented me from collecting instances 
from past history. Was it not our emperor here who, 

tj After the destruction of Thebes. 335 B.C.: d. Pluto De
mosth. 23, Diod. Sic. 17. 15. - • 
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TO. gt~'T] Kat I fi.:fiovAEV!-,lvovs 170V Kd 1701'': o.:t F 137 
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./, I ,.. ./, ,.. '>' \ ') , I J.. I
!-'€!-''t'a!-,EVOS1 TWV 't'UXWV o€ OUK al7OaT€P1Jaas, E't' 
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,.. , '\ 'I:!' 'I:.) I ,
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' \ "R \,.. I
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, , \ \' '>' ''>' A......I I
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, \' '>' \ \ A , I 8 'Y

€I'KEKI\1JfJ..€vrJ. 01,0 Kat O'VV€t1T€tV € l7Eta 1JV VO!-,'!"WV 
" 8 ' '0 ... \ ' ,€a€a at TO, 1Tpoa EV TWV TEI\EVTatWV 1TapatT1JatV, 
'\ , ... , lJ I \, , ,
E1TEL Kat TWV avupU)1TWV TOV !-'€V l7a!-'l7OV1JpOV Kat 


AV(JLTEAEaTlpav ~I'OV!-,EVOV rijs l1TtEtK€tas -M]V 

, "'>'",, \\1 '" KaKtaV p.W€/,V OE/, Ka/, a1TOI\I\VVat 1TaVTOS HV€Ka 


R' " '>""\ , ''>' I:. I "" " 
I-'toU, T!p OE OI\WS' !-'EV !-,€Tptq>, oE~a!-,€Vq> o€ aLnav 

-" " \ '8 'ao'1Tas av €/,KOTWS Kat auvax otTO Kat fJ01J OL1J. 
tH 1\ " " \ \' A45 • -- 1TOl\tS aUTr), tva 1'0, 1Tal\a'01'€pa 'lTapw, 

I \ \ tp - , \'1TVVOavofJ..€V1J aou TOS 1T€PL 1JVOV !-'axas Kat. VtKas 
\ \' ) I ".,\\ ) ,

Kat I\oywv a1TEP'Yaatas Kat 7'f}V aNl.1JV apeT1}V 
~ I , ' '';' All...' I 8Q'Y'J,uorJl,q. ,'J,€V OVK '1JV~(l:TO TO~S fJ(O~~ G1JV y£v€a at. 

R 466 -M]v ~v, ou yap I igfjv1 Ka8' a1h6v Ot EKa(J~OS... ~ 1< 

KaTCt (Jv/hroptas I ~wvA~aVT~ ~O~}.o~Co:V~V a.£TOV~- F 138
TfS ou DLlAt1TOV TOV uta TO, !-'€V 'f E'pOVTa 7'f}V , 
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ORATION XV, 43-45 


even after he had proved them guilty and had no 
good word for them, refrained from executing those 
who sharpened their swords against him and con
spired as to how and when they might best cut short 
the happiness of the whole world? a Did he not 
astonish the world more by this than by his triumphs;? 
Characteristic ofyour clemency then was your patient 
endurance of the errors of your subjects. Now main
tain it unimpaired, and add fresh praise to that 
already won. 44. Moreover, you will make your 
peace with a city that is not wholly bad nor yet a by
word for stupid, reckless insolence and misconduct 
of the worst kind, but is here a first offender, if you 
allow the term. For this reason I was induced to be 
her advocate, since I thought our former services 
would be some palliation for our late misconduct. 
Even with individuals, where a man is an utter rogue 
and decides that vice is more to his advantage than 
virtue, he deserves to be hated and exterminated 
because of his whole way of life ; but when a man is, 
in general, decent, and yet has laid himself open to 
blame, it would be natural for everyone to offer him 
compassion and help. 

45. This city,-leaving ancient history aside-on 
hearing of your battles on the Rhine and of your 
victories, of your literary compositions and all your 
other high qualities, did not as a community offer 
prayers to the gods for the world to become your 
own, for indeed it could not. Yet all here, either 
singly or in groups with this desire, ceaselessly prayed 
Zeus to put an end to an that was ruining the empire 

o Lib. Or. IS. 199. 

1 rfi 'T6'Tf cpu..av8pw1Tf.g. F., Re.: ~ 'T6'Tf t/>,>'av8pw1Tta TIm. 
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" ~ I r t ~ I "'\
EK01]p,OV yEyEV'qp'EV1]V WS 1] ovaTp01TOS aV7'1] 1TOMS 

\ \ ,~.... J..' 1 'fl t ~ \ I
7"YJV O1]V WELV Kf't'al\1]V, OVX OVTWS at oOUI\EVOVTES 

KaL 1Tapa a~as iA(JELV TYJV 'HpaKMovs avp,p,axtav 

WS ~p,e'is E1T~ 'lTav EKTa(}~vaL TYJV 'IT~'V EV p,LKpijJ 
Q \' 8 f ~\ \ " I \ \
(JaaLI\Etav. 4. ws oE TO. J.LEV ELXE TE EV7'1]V, TO. aa 
~ \ JI /:, \ f \,~ I~ ~ .... i: \ I 
OE 1]UI:> 1]1'0 Kat 0 KaLpos EULUOV OELs.aL 7"YJV YVWJ.L7JV, 
" r (} \ Q.... t\, , '(} .... \

7JKouaav Ot Eot (J07JS 7Jl\tK7JS OU 1Tpoa EV, TWV J.LEV 
'~"" \' " II(}I '\\\n 467 avopwv €J.L?TE'lTI\7JKOTWV ou J.LOVOV TO EaTpov 0.1\1\0. 

\ \ A " \ I ".. 1 ".. ~\ ,
Kat TaS' TOU opovs I\ayovas, TWV 'yvvaLKWV oE KaTa 
'r_ JI(JI tJ 1

TOV aUTWV VOJ.LOV OtKO EV EKaaT'f}S aVVEK1TEJ.L1Tova1]S 
, J.. I 49' \ ... ''''(J IEV't'1]J.Ltali. • a'ITo TWV tVTaU a 1TE1TpaYJ.LEvwv, 
\" .,., , .... 1 "" \ I~ 

Kat EL T'S TJV OVELP01TOI\WV n VEWTEpOV, 7"YJS fl\'lTLOOS 
, I \ \ \ >I (J '0 I \ \

a1T€a7'1J Kat 'lTapa 7"YJV OX TJV POVTOV TO. aa 
I 'J ,,~\ I \ \ t ~ 

np,1]aELV 0J.LWp,OKEV, 0 TE U7J (rrpaTOS Ka, TO pEUJ.La 
"" "'" \ "'''~ ITOV 1TOTaJ.L0V, 1TOVt)7'1JS' av E'f'7JaE, yaVVVJ.LEVOV

" 50 1 ,\ t \ J \ ~ \!XWPEL. , TOVTWV TO. /LEV Wp,OIl0'Y1]TaL j 'lTEpt uE 
... , \ 1 " \ \ , ~"EA. ' ITWV Ep,O' maTEvaov. EJ.LEI\I\E TLS' Ell 't'€a<.p TOU . 

1TE:pt a€ <foLATPOU owaELV OLK'f}V KaVTaV(J6. ns F 139;I 

r 1 \ r 1\ \ .1. ,\ 'Y 1" ' 
V'lTW1TTEUETO Kat 'f) aVI\I\1]\f'ts 1]A'ITL\:,ETO. 7Jaav 

1 nVjI inserted Herwerden. 

a Constantius, en route from the Eastern frontier to 
oppose Juiian in Thrace, first feB ill at Tarsus: ignoring 
this illness, he went on to Mopsucrene, where he died, 3 
t-!'ov. A.D. 361: ~f. Amm. Marc. 21. 15. 
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ORATION XV, 45-50 


and to grant dominion to its future saviour. 46. First' 
one story, then' another, came from Cilicia.a At the 
rumour of his recovery they grew pale: the receipt 
of news to the contrary caused rejoicing, and their 
nods and smiles revealed to one another the pleasure 
they felt. 47. Mariners in mid-ocean are not so 
dreadfully anxious to reach land as our people were 
to profit by the medicine you would give'. No aged 
father was ever so eager to see aU his far travelled 
family as this perverse city of ours was to see yourself. 
None in the bonds of slavery ever prayed Herac1es to 
come to their rescue so much as we prayed for your 
empire, lately so small, to be extended over the whole 
world. 48. When that reign was ended and yours had 
been increased and when the times allowed us to 
demonstrate our feelings, the gods heards such a cry 
of jubilation as never before. b The men filled not just 
the theatre but the hill side above it, and the women 
at home each offered up a prayer of thanksgiving in 
their own fashion. 49. As a result of what happened 
here, even if anyone dreamed of being disloyal, he 
gave up this hope and by the side of the Orontes 
swore fealty to you, while the army and the river's 
flood, to use a figure of poetry, passed merrily by; 50. 
Part of this is no secret, but you must take my word 
for the rest. In Ephesus people were going to be 
punished because of their affection for you c : here 
too people were suspect and arrests were expected. 

b Of. Or. 1. 118 if. Fndertones of dissatisfaction in 
Antioch at the turn of events may, however, be discerned in 
the careful advice of Ep. 679. 

e A covert allusion to Maximus of ,Ephesus, neo-Platonist 
philosopher and thaumaturge, Julian's teacher (c/. Eunap. 
V,S, 474 ff')l for whose safety Julinn had expressed anxiety in 
A.D. 361. Of. Julian. ELF. No. 26 (p. 415 a). 
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KaVTaG8a TfjS ufjs c!>VUEWS J.k7JIIVTaL S,&faKOll7'ES a 
,~ \ \ \ \ 8' \ ,

uV"llo€O'av, Kat 1TOflV TO 1TEt OJ.kEVOV K7JflOVJ.kEIIOII
,,' 5 Q 1\ \ 1 11 \ 
fEPWTI,. 1. fJOVI\ff, p'fE KaflE<7at TOVTOV j.LapTvpa TOll 
• \ ... 1\ \ 1 \..... ~ \ 1 

V1TO aov 1TaflaL p'EV O'TEYT/, J.kETa TaVTa OE ypaJ.kJ.kaaL, 
\ \ A ~ \ '" ' ..... 1 '" Q\ ,

TO. TEI\fVTata OE IIVV apx'{J TETLJ.k7JJ.kEVOV; 7J fJfla1TTEt 
\ " \ \' \,. \1 ,,)..

KaL Ej.LE Kat TOV p,apropa TO EtVa{, 1TOI\{,Tas aJ.k..,.,w; 
'" \, It... l' R \ "" ,R 468 TWV yE 1Tl\ftOVWV 7JJ.kELS, W fJaatflEV, Kat auy-

A '\ \' !II , f/ 8 1 \ 
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I~ \ I .,. _, \ II 1 \ ..... 
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1 Ll 1 50 \ 1 ~ A , ...
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~ IQ 1" • 1 1 '" 
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"I 1 \ I ~ \ I' '''QTWV 1TaVTWV OVK av €KpaI\OLS; TtVa VIJ flEyW 

,.. '" I \ I "" 1\ ,
TOVTOII; aVTOV O'E. (]V yap '1'1, 7"{J 1TOflEt 7Tp£p7JV 

, ,\ ).. , 'E \ ~ I ..,I..",.. ~ \ t' 
1TpOS €P,E J.kEJ.k'f'OJ.kEVOS, yw OE, E'f"S, aVT7Jv otE-

I A I ft \ l' 
VOOVJ.k7JV 1TOt7Jaal. J.kapJ-l-aptV7Jv. OVTW yap E{'1TES 

..... ., ,,, ,).., ).. \.... ,~\ ,)..,\ 
T<P P7JJ.kaTt. OVKOVII o,'fLKOV 'ftflWv. Et uE E'ftflEtS, 

, I " ~\" Ll 1 1\\,' QI ~ 
E1T'{JVELS. E1T'{JVEtS UE OVK Exupav. aI\I\ o,J.kELpOJ.kEVOS 
).. 1\ " '\ 1 II \.... I "" 
'ftflTpOV' OV yap UE El\aVVaVE TO. T7JS E£pas Em T7JS 
t I ,~\ 1 , " \ I8'

EC11TEpas Ka 7JJ-I-€VOV OVOE TtS J.kEV 7Jya1Ta TO. XEtpW, 
I ~\, I:; \ Q \ I '" ... 1\ 

TIS OE E1TOLEt TO. pEI\TtW. 0 TOtVVV 7"{J 1TOI\E£ 1Tap
I r 'J: I ..... \ , \1\ \

EaKEva~ES KaI\f\OS, TEKJ-I-7JptoV 'IV TOV TO. aa T7JV F 140 
1\ ." Ll 50 II " _ \ I ,

1TOfltV '{Jp7Juuat. o. taws TtS a1T7]rYE£fIE aot J.kETa 
... ",\ \ \" \ \ I \ -' \

TWV afll\WV IIEWS ETt 1TOflflOVS TE Kat J.kEyal\OVS 

1 ripxfj F. Conj. He. IJ.plf.~ l\ISS. 

2 aftfit~6ftfVOsF. (VB, correction in I): aJ.£woJUvos Re. 
(other MSS.). 

:; l7TO{fi~ II{SS. broOn F., conj. Re. 

a Libanius himself: cj, Julian'5 comment reported in 01'. 
1 1(')0 \. ~ I.J. ' 'i' I " .I. _ \ If I 

• '" : 0 TOUS (K TOU 'Ypa'l'fiW v7ToJUtVas KtVQVVOVS €V o,0'l'U-flf.41l

aL'Y~' . 
b Celsus of Antioch, praeses Ciliciae in A.D. 862: oj. 

Seeck. BLZG. p. 105. 
e Cf. Sueton. Aug. gs. Julian's acquaintance with Sue
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ORATION XV, 50-53 


Here too there were some to tell all they knew and 
to reveal your high qualities, and there were many 
who were charmed by affection and believed them. a 

51. Do you wish me to call as witness of this Celsus 
who long ago had the honour of residing with you, 
thereafter of corresponding with you, and finally 
now of holding office under you? b Or is it to the detri
ment of both my witness and myself that we are 
both native here? Admittedly, Sire, we are part of 
the larger community and related to them, yet I trust 
that we never be so devoted to family and country 
as to prefer them to truth and our duty to you. 
52. Yet why should I dwell on all this? I can adduce 
the most cogent of all witnesses, the only one you 
could not possibly reject. Whom, think you, do I 
,refer to? Your own self. Recently, in the com
plaints you addressed to me about the city, you told 
me, " I intended to make it a city of marble." C 

That is the very expression you used. In that case 
you came with love in your heart. If you loved us, 
you approved of us,d and your approval was not for 
a town that was your foe: you were returning the 
affection it felt, for while resident in the west you 
were not unaware of the state of the east. You knew 
who supported the cause of' evil and who promoted 
that of the good. So then, the glory you planned for 
the city was evidence that she had taken your part. 
53. Perhaps you received this news among others, 
that we had many great temples still standing here,e 

tonius if; confirmed by his reference to another incident 
{Ao", un in ('fnb~n."'.• Qc)1; "rl
\~~w:t. &~I AAA ~_vv_._ ~-~ __ A 

d Julian's approval of Antioch was, however, limited: cf. 
Misop. 366 d. 

6 OJ. § 79. Libanius, by implication, contests Julian's 
arguments in Misop. 361 a. . 

181 



LIBANIUS 

, f,.., f t\ ""'" ".., I ., 

'Trap 7]1'iV EO"T1]KoTas, ° T1JS TWV €VOl.KOVVTWV EV-
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" ~, ., \ I \,., 'e
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\ ~ A Iy \ \ I ...
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~/' f 1 ~I '\' \, , ... 
oE 	 EO'T'V '17 f'EYLUT1J O'K1] , 1TOl\I\a yap EV TaVTqJ 

\ ... 1\ Q '" ., it. , 1\
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, • 1 ,. fl,Q 'I)' I
O'T1Jv a1TaVTWV KaKWV, V,.,PEWS, 1'E 1]s J aKpac"as, 

a An obscure allusion. most probably referring to the 
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ORATION XV, 53-55 


and you took that as a sign of the piety of the inhabi
tants, since, despite the existence of those who would 
demolish them, those that were not lying in ruin had 
been saved by the active opposition of people who 
disapproved of their demolition. 

54. Well, then. Shall we concentrate upon this one 
incident and wipe out the memory of all our past 
credit? Shall one act of remissness prevail over 
everything that shows our virtue? Pass verdict upon 
us as the Spartans would.a Subject both good and bad 
to the test, and let the scale descend on the side that 
holds the more. Remember your own habit with 
regard to falsehood. It is this: "If any of my friends 
tells a lie once, I will put up with it. Ifhe dares do the 
same again, even then I will endure it. Even if he be 
caught lying a third time, he has not yet incurred my 
hatred. But let him add a fourth time, I banish him." 
But do not grant us pardon three times-only just 
this once. Thereafter our behaviour towards you will 
be free from reproach, for our present distress will be 
a warning to us to be careful. 55. Then you will ask, 
" Why, what are you afraid of? Confiscations? 
Exile? Executions?" b You are making fun of men in 
their misfortune, Sire. You say you have no recourse 
to confiscation. execution or banishment, but all the 
time you hate us, think of us as your foes. and forsake 
us. That is the worst punishment of all, for in one 
and the same breath you heap criticisms on the city. 
You declare that you are taking leave of a city that 
is crammed full of every kind of wickedness,-inso
incident in Thuc. 5. 63. where Al!:is has his sentence remitted 
after failing to take Argos, 418 'B.c. He begged to be given 
the chance ofJierforming some service to the state that would 

Wif\jb~:~s :ra~Julianl Muop. 864 cif. 
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a Cf. Demosth. Phil. 8. 45. 
b As a result of the First Sacred War, 595 B.C. Cf. 

Aeschin. c. Ctes. 36. 107. ' 
C The " Pelasgic Wall " was on the western side of the 

Athenian acropolis. The area around it was cursed-an 
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ORATION XV, 55-57 


lence, drunkenness, intemperance, impiety, greed 
and stubbornness,-and are shifting to a lesser town 
in condemnation of the behaviour of the greater. 
56. So by leaving us still alive (J, for all to see and 
pillorying us and telling us of what you have left 
undone, do you think to hide the manner of the 
punishment you inflict? It is like spreading abroad 
the tale against me today that I am an utter black

. guard and your foe, and 	yet expecting me to be 
thankful that you have not put me to death. I would 
have told you, " Sire, you are not being fair. You 
have devised a punishment worse than death and 
then gloss over the matter. Do not give me any 
favours like this. Do not make my life a thing of 
shame and then let me live, but crucify me first, or 
drown me. I may be abused for my stupidity, but 
is pot the object of your refusal to execute me simply 
the infliction of a harsher penalty? Life itself, Sire, 
can often be a harder thing to bear than death." 57. 
Our city too perhaps may reply, .. Employ your con
fiscations and executions. Raze us to the ground, if 
you like. Our grief then is a matter of but a single 
day. But how shall I endure my present long drawn 
tale of woe?" Our city is an abomination like the 
harbour of Cirrha,b accursed like the Pelasgicon of 
01d,/) and today our very freedom of intercourse is at 
stake. As any single individual, upon conviction for 
prostitution, is disfranchised, so, if you remain angry 
with us, our city is reduced to silence. Where and 
with whom shallwe have any credit, either with visitors 
.... 1"'It. "C1 "'f ftC'< "I',~~~.f.I"'\.¥~ -10" ".f..h.o,...l" ~ V"!1~r" h...-...,...... r "'I'~n J.... .....
,",v uo V no V.l..:U\.oV.L.::t t;V v\.>.l.\...... O: .. ..a...:.Iv\,; J Q.l.lJvU YVJ.U I.J\:= 

closed to us, every continent, every province, and 

inheritance from primitive taboo: 
6. 187. 
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1 TO inserted F. Conj. Re. (correction in M). dAtywv F. 
(VV: correction in PBM): dAtyov Re. (other MSS.). 

a Of. Herod. 7. 70. 
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ORATION XV, 57-60 


if we go abroad, we shall have to conceal our place of 
origin and invent new birthplaces for ourselves. 58. 
For the murderer a ritual of purification has been 
evolved that purges the stain of guilt, and if he leaves 
his victim's country and goes elsewhere, he finds 
help and comfort. We, in our disastrous plight, will 
find enemies everywhere, and the whole· world will 
follow your example and be our foe, and if any visitor 
comes to us, he will go straight on, shunning the city 
as though it were plague-stricken. 59. Neither tribe 
of the Ethiopians,4 nor the Celts, nor the Scyths nor 
the Persians that survive b will be unaware of this. 
The renown of the aggrieved party prevents the 
object of such hatred from finding concealment, and 
the tale is exaggerated to suit the greatness of the 
hated city. Indeed, if we have offended, we have 
already been condemned. We are one of those cities 
next in line to the two capitals, and our renown is our 
undoing.c The fate of Callixenus was, we are told, 
to die by starvation loathed by alV' The same will 
befall any of us who shows his face anywhere else, 
for everyone will rebuff us, eject us, expel us. 60. And 
it is not the consequences for the few who venture 
abroad that matter so much now: the whole city, 
in fact, must lose its security. For us humans un
broken happiness is beyond our reach: famine, 
plague and, worse still, earthquakes ravage our 
cities. Yet in such disasters there is one cure for the 

b Further indication that Julian is already engaged on the 
Persian campaign at the time of composition. 

" Antioch is a metropolis, and inferior oniy to Rome and 
Constantinople: cf. Auson. Ord. Urb. Nob. 4-5. 

d The demagogue who demanded the trial of the generals 
after J.A;.rginusae. Exile.d thereafter, h~ returned after the fan 
of the Thirty to suffer this fate: c/. Xen. Hell. 1. 7. 85. 
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victims in the eagerness of their neighbours to assist 
them. Remove this, and you remove their only hope. 
And removed it is, if the victims are of ill repute, 
for everyone is in the habit of being pleased at their 
misfortunes, not of assisting them. 61. Yes, the 
punishment you will inflict upon us is certainly light 
and easy to bear, when you rouse the hostility of a11 
mankind against us. Thus even if our city remains 
still standing, it is bound to decline, and if it meets 
with disaster, it will find none to aid it. 62. Well, 
such will be our treatment at the hands of our 
neighbours and the rest of the world. But do you 
not think that your children and your children's 
children win, upon inheriting the throne, inherit your 
hatred for our city? Will they not honour other towns, 
and hold us in dishonour and do us all kind of injury? 
63. Yes, I think the hatred of successive rulers for 
our city will remain unceasing as long as the pre
sent order of' the world shall remain, and if, in our 
misery, we give expression to our grief, this episode 
will immediately be cited against us. "Why, aren't 
these the people who roused the anger of the mildest 
of emperors? Didn't they make their own city re
pulsive to him and cause him to seek another place 
for his winter residence? They ought to have been 
exterminated long ago: yet their cup of woe is full 
if they cannot live on the fat of the land. Won't 
someone reduce this tyrant city from her former 
greatness, and make them poor instead of rich? " 

~~~::~o~~h l~~ s~~rl t~;e;:~~ .~! ~~:~et~~~~h~~~:~ 
U>5L1;,l.U...HJ u.", )..,) ....1."", ""1,1." 1J11 "'''''UJ l'l''''' "J.lQ.tJ. uavc; vYC;LJ 

prefect and governor as our foe since they think they 

1 ~1(8'€t!!8a.t F. (VU: corrections in PI I'll) : lK31.'aa8o.:. R.e. 
(other MSS.). i 1~'E:L F. Conj. Re.: la'l"~/(ft JlfSS. 
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1 l*f'la-qaOE F. (correction in 13), Morel: f'Ef'tafjaOat Re. 
(other less.). 

I (vV> F., conj. Re. 

CI Proverbial reference to the ban proclaimed bv Anollo 
against the killer of Archilochus. c/. Suidas, s.'V., -Lib: Or. 
l. 74, Decl. 1. 180. 
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will be doing the emperors a favour by our mis
fortunes, yet do you try to make us believe that this 
is no punishment? What reply shall we make if we 
are asked, H Why have you incurred this hatred ? " 
Shall we shift the blame onto you? Yet you are 
beyond reproach, and the excellence of the judge 
discredits any whom he condemns. 65. Men whom 
the gods have expelled from their temples by means 
of their oracles are reduced to silence, as being 
convicted by, the omniscient deity Q: in the same 
way, any whom you describe as evil cannot assert 
that they are falsely accused. We thus stand con
demned by your virtue, Sire. But I trust that you 
never proceed to execute any of us, nor yet deprive 
him of house and home, nor change your present 
mode of conduct. 66. In such tribulations, I observe, 
the community escapes blame, since the charges 
are concentrated upon the individual sufferers. Your 
intended procedure, however, embraces the whole 
body politic in the punishment. The normal implica
tion is that some rogues have turned up in a city 
that is sound at heart; your view is that corruption 
has permeated the whole. 

67. What surprises me is that you are surprised 
at any disorderliness in the cities after their long 
experience under such a teacher.b Was not every
thing full of confusion, incompetence and neglect? 
Was not law a dead letter and office bought and sold? 
Was it not possible for the governed to ride rough
shod over their governors, sending them bribes one 

b Constantius (& Wo.i:7'v. ~e~tpwv. Ep. 697: dVmtOS, Or. 16. 
87) reigned as Augustus from A.D. 337 to 861. According to 
Libaniust he possessed the Tt1XT1 but lacked the yvcfJp.7) of an 
emperor (ibid.), so that his reign became a voO'ovaa fJaatAda 
Ol''':'rnore'daringly-a 'lTopavop.o6aa. TvpaJ1Vl~ (Or. 14.3, 17). 
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,. 1 , ~ ......~ fI J.. 1\ 

I
i

TOV l7aVEW EVOOKLfLEtS; 'Y}o1] TtS £171701' 'favI\WS 
> I " ,,\, 0' ...

1]YfLEVOV El7pta'TO mG'TEVWV aUTOV E1Tavop WGEtV TTJ'f A' or 1'" , , ,
l7ap EaV'TOV TEXVTJ. OVTOS OVV Ef.. T'Y}V 1TPW'T'Y}V El7 
,\ > R' '0' " \ >II 

1aVTOV avafJas EV VS' 'Y}yavaKT€I. fL'Y} 1TaVTa ap£(TTOV 
fA )I ~ A~ '''' '''''' ')opWV, OU GOt OOKE£ otKatWS av aKOUGa£ 1Tap 

, ,.. \ Q' J. \ 'l: flH t E'~ \ I
au'TOV l\afJOV'TOS' 'fWV1JV ES pas WS, towS' fLEVTO£ 

... , I \ t , \ \ 1,"- ,..);:.' ~ \ 
'TaV'Ta E1T()tW Kat WS' a1Tal\l\a£;,wv 'T7l~ a'Tac£as OLa II - f : .., 

a Julian's criticisms of Antioch (ltfisop. 354b if.) and of ·'Ii 
:> 

Constantius (Jut 0'1'. 7. gS2 b ff.) are here combined by 
Libanius to explain his countrymen's misconduct. Avarice 
and reckless pursuit of pleasure are repeatedly imputed by .. 
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ORATION XV, 67--69 


afternoon and next morning practically wiping the 
floor with them? Was not just administration laughed 
at and corruption commended? Virtue was out of 
fashion and it was a reign of pleasure, and rascals 
were able to get away scot-free.a 68. So what surprise 
is it that, with such free rein for wickedness, the 
conduct of the cities be somewhat tainted by the 
times? If pupils of bad teachers have no hope of 
becoming expert practitioners of eloquence, can the 
world retain any decency when a sluggard is on the 
throne? If flocks are ruined by the stupidity of their 
shepherds, are cities well schooled by the incom
petence of the emperors? You can expect your 
chariot to be exactly as good as the driver you put 
in charge of it. 69. Why now do we can the world 
happy? Simply because an expert physician has come 
to tend it. Weare glad, for he ""ill alter the behaviour 
of the cities and improve it. What need for wonder, 
then, if you have found some shortcomings, for you 
have gained a name for repressing them? b People 
have before now bought a horse that has been con
sidered no good, confident of being able to correct it 
by their own skill. If, the first time they mount, they 
are annoyed because they do not find it in tip-top 
condition, don't you think they deserve the horse to 
tell them, if it got the gift of speech from Hera,e 
II You knew all this when you bought me. You were 
going to get rid of my faults by employing the know-

Julian to Constantine and his sons (e.g., loe. cit" Caesars, 
399 a, 385 b fr., Miso{;. 857 a fr.), although Ammianus 
remarks more impartially on the sobriety or Constant ius , 
life. 

II Refers not to Julian's curial legislation but to his re
ligious policies, r:f, Or, 18, 124 'If, (the eUI'e of souls). 

c Homer, TUad, 19. 407. 
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LIBANIUS 

T~S €1TLO'T~/-,'f)S ~V 'X€tS; OfL O~ 7f} 1Tato€lcr 
1 \ \' l' •. 1 " ).. ~ 

XpOVOV Kat /-,€I\€'r'fjSJ WV 1TPOWVTWV taws ..,.,avov/-,at 

{3€AT{wv. 70. ,8€{3uiJKa/-,€V avEtl1ivws) JJ {3aatA€v, 
I ",.... J/ (j 'to I tf t \

7TaVT€S E1TL 'T''f)s E/-,1TpOaV€V €sovatas. 'f)KO/-,€V V1TO 

'vyov aKpt{3laupov. 1TEtpaao/-,E8a 4>lpEtv. aVy
lJ \ \ I ) I ,,~ '" lJ 

yvwvt /-'tKpa Kat 1TOtTJaEtS a/-,E£VovS TJ OELavaL 
I , tI \ ,~, ,,.... 

avyyvw/-,'f)S. Kat on yE Kawov OVOEV atToV/-,EV, 

aAN ~OTJ TOV avyytVWaKHV v~pgw) ~S ~/-,€pas 
" , , lJ ':£ I' '\ \€KEWTJS ava/-,V7]O'v'f)n, EV U 1TOV'f)POVS Te €KaI\€LS Kat 

O'W'EtV ~glovs. flH/-,apTov /-,€V, aAM, I TPE~€0'8wv' F 148 
'\ 1 I' \ \ \ \ \ , ~ I~
EI\V1T'f)aav /-,EV, al\l\a /-''f) I\t/-,WTTOVTWV. OLuOV 

I I \ I lJ 1\ 71 '" /-LETpa /-,vp£a Kat 1TpoanVE£ TpWXtl\£a. • TaVTa 

xaAaaavTos ~V, TaVTa OV TEMws /-,£aoVVTos, TaVTa 
~ '" r:l \ I ,\ ~ \ 1\ ' ,

rrpoaooKWVTOS /-,ETajJOI\TJV' OV yap OTJ 1TOI\W aVWTWS 
" "\\)..\ I ).. I ,\
Exovaav E/-,EI\I\ES ..,.,£I\01TOVWS ..,.,poVPTJaE£V) Et /-'TJ 


KaKELva l,Uaovv-ros ~V O/-,{3pWV a/-,ETplav €7TtXEtPEtv 

, I \ (I IJ , ..... "'" , ""'L)

aV€£pYEtV Kat pVEavat TTJV YTJV TWV EKEWEV KW
R 476 S' I I" \ \ \ , A • \ < IlJ '" ovvwv, i OTE TOV 1TOI\VV EKEtVOV VETOV v7Tawpws T4> 

r:l '" \ 'S' 'e'" '"I "\ \fJw/-,4> 1TpoaEaTws EOEI;)W T4> aw/-,an TWV al\I\WV 
• \ '" '" \ I ").. S' ~ I

V1TO T4> VEOVpY4> UVVELI\EY/-,EVWV 0p0..,.,4> OEotoTWV 

I,t~ Tots Kap1ToLS {3oTJ8wv aVTos laTpov OETJ8fis, aAN 
'''' \ " I • A f3 lJ I f'fCi "OVOEV a1TEa'r'fja€ aE' 'r'fjS 0'f)VE£as. I~. OVTWS 

, \ I ..... '\ t \ 'i' "".. ,
WI\£YWPEtS 'r'fjS 7TOI\EWS' V1TEP TJS KaK€£VO 7TpOa€
fJ ) IJI I" 'IJ') \ \
UTJKas J rJauo/-,TJV yap' TJpOV TOVS VEOVS J Et 1TPOS TO 
iJl fIt:. ) I I JI , I 
VEpOS 1JC;0fJ-€V aaTaawaTO£, yvwfk1JV €XWV E£ 1TpOat

1 <O'€> inserted F. Conj. Re. (Animad-t'.): correction in 1. 

a Fo!' the famine of A,D, 362/3 rj. Petit, QP' cit. pp.
IOn ff. Libanius here adapts Misop. 368 c if. for his own 
argument. 
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ledge you have. Training needs time and practice. 
Give me more of this and you will probably see some 
improvement"? 70. In the easy-going days of the 
past, Sire, we all of us Iived a life of indiscipline. Now 
we have come under a firmer yoke, and we shall try 
to bear it. Pardon our petty faults and improve us so 
as to have no need of pardon. We ask for nothing 
fresh, for already you have made a beginning of par
doning us. Just recollect that day when you called us 
rascals and yet saw fit to save us. "Their conduct has 
been criminal, but let them be fed," you declared. 
" They have angered me, but don't let them starve to 
death. Give them 10,000 bushels, and another 8,000 
for good measure." a 71. Those words were spoken in 
an anger that was waning, not in utter hatred; they 
came from your anticipation of a change in us. You 
would not have gone to such lengths to protect a 
city that was beyond redemption, unless of course 
that also was a sign of your hatred, when you tried 
to ward off violent rainstorms and to protect the land 
from damage resulting from them, when you stood 
at the altar in the open air and yourself faced that 
pouring rain. The others collected under the cover 
of a freshly-made shelter and were afraid that, in 
your concern for the crops, you would need a doctor 
yourself, but nothing made you desist from rendering 
such aid," 72. Such was your contempt for our city! 
On her behalf-as I saw for myself-you undertook 
this further task too. You inquired of the gods 
whether we would last until summer without disturb-

b Cf. Or. 18. 177, where this incident appears as Julian's 
intercession to Poseidon on behalf of C"onstantinople, lately 
visited by earthquake. 
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a80L'T()1 TLS D€LV6V1 a:1T'waaa8at Dt' dJV €Lw8as. €t8' 
t, l' ff \, \ """ "'" I

V1T€P WV 01TWS p:ry a1TOI\OVVTa£ 1TOVHS, TOVTOVS 

01TWS c18VfJ-oiJvTas a1TO,{€Zs aK01T€Zs Kat '{'fJ-oiJ fJ-€V 

EgaLp€Zs,2 ,{V1Ta£s o€ EKOlowS'; Kat fJ-€V€£V I fJ-EV {3ov- F 149 
\ 	 \ 1\ t , " , 1 ~\
I\H T'rjv 1TOl\tV WS OVK aXP'YJaTov, ataxvvll O€ 1T€P£· 
[3U'\'\H WS OVD€VOS aglav; 

73. ' A'\'\a 1TUVTWS ~fJ-fis D€t oovvat DtK'YJV; 3 
~ ~ 1 .,. (3 \ ~ \ 1 '\ \
Of.OWKafJ-€V, W aaLI\€V, Kat TaVT'YJV fJ-€yal\'Yjv KaL 

I \ \ f \, _ , 

fJ-aKpav, Kat fJ-'YJV OVToa, 1T€fJ-1TTOS TV TLfJ-WP'q.. 
1 \ Q \ \ )..~ ~ ,

aT€VOVT€S Kat aKvupW1TOt Ka£ KaT'YJ'f'HS ot'YJyaY0fJ-€V 
,~\ ~ ~ ~'" \' \OVof.V TWV O€O€fJ-€VWV afJ-€LVOV, 1T€7TNryyfJ-€VOL Tas 

,/, , I).. \, 1 " ~ 
'f'vxas, V€'fOVS Ta 1TpOaW1'fa Y€fJ-OVT€S, OfJ-OWt TOtS 

Q ~ I~" \ I ~ I
1'f€VUovat 1Tawwv awpov T€I\€VT'rjV, oaKpVOVT€S, 
,~ I ... , '" " ,,~ ).. \

OOVpOfJ-f.VOL, fJ-LaOVVT€S 'YJfJ-as av'TOVS, Tovoa'f0S' TOV 
, I \ rI~ \' I \' I
af.pa, TO VOwp, Tas OtKtaS, 'TOVS €VTvyxavovTas, 
'\ \ 1\ " 	 I ~ 1al\l\'YJl\ovs €K'TP€1'f0fJ-€VOL, K€VTOVfJ-€VO£ 'T'YJS VVKTOS, 
'~I Q1 • I 74" \ 'A \ 1 C00vvwfJ-€VOL fJ-€U 'YJfJ-€pav. • €awa€ fJ-€V I\€~. 

R 477 	avopos T~V I 1T6,{LV, €awa€v, OUK o.v cI,{,{ws cpal'YJv, 

&,{,{a fJ-€Ta TftKPWV p'YJfJ-UTWV 'TWV fl€V ~V [3ov,{~v
a \ \ I A ~\ \ ~'" I,
fJaI\l\OVTWV, TWV o~ 'TOV O'YjfJ-OV TLTpWaKOVTWV OV 
~ \ 	 \ ll' , 1 , C 1 ~ \ • '" 
ota 'TO Kav 'YJfJ-€pav €~afJ-apTaV€LV, 1'fas yap aVT£p 
\~I 1 )..\1 !.\\\~'''' A ,'Ta otKa£a 1'fapllv€L 'f'Vl\aTT€tV, Ul\l\a o£ €V €Kf.tVO TO 
\ C' \ 'e ' , 'll Iaf. 1Tapo£vvav, Ka£ av pW1'fWV 1'faVTWV 'YJvpotafJ-€VWV 

70LS fJ-€V a,{,{oLS ~jJ 7fP~OS, ECP' ~fJ-fis Sf. XHfJ-appoV :
)..1:'1 "fJ"~ \ I{ 1 " a'f0opOT€POS, wa 'YjfJ-Ll' TOV £fJ-fJ-€PLWV €K€LVOV 

A 1 I QI , I \ \
TOV XpOVOV Y€YOVEvaL fJWV €V aKoT£p KaL VVKTL 

1 7rpoataBwro F. Conj. He. (Animadv,): 7TpoaBoL70 ;\[88. I(except ~/, correction in P i ·rrp6a8€l;r6). •• 

2 JgaLpE:tS F., Cobet: JgalpE:LS Re. (lIISS.). 
3 Punctuation: question Re. (){ss.): period F. I
(I The breach between Julian and Antioch began with the 

burning of the temple of Apollo, gZ Oet. A.V. 36g. The 
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trouble, to avert it by your usual means. So, when 
you exert yourself for us so that we may not die, will 
you seek to make us die of despair? Will you res
cue us from starvation and consign us to misery? Do 
you want the city to remain in existence because it 
has its uses, and cover it with shame as being worth
less? 

73. Must we by all means be punished, then? Sire, 
we have been punished a1ready, and a heavy, long 
drawn out punishment it is. It has been going on 
for five months now,G and we have spent our time in 
grief, misery and dejection, little better than 
prisoners, smitten to the heart, with gloom on our 
faces, like men who mourn for their children untimely 
dead, in tears and lamentation; we hate ourselves, 
our soil, our climate, our waters, our homes and all 
who meet us. We avoid each other's company; we 
feel the sting all night long, and each day we know 
the pain. 74. Alexander b saved the city, saved it, 
yes-but with harsh words aimed at the town council 
and wounding to the common f01k. And it was not 
because of our daily misdeeds, for everyone took good 
care to behave himself, but simply because of whathad 
provoked your anger. At the provincial assembly, his 
attitude to the rest was mild, but towards us he was 
as violent as a river in spate, and all that time we 
felt that we lived like Cimmerians, dwelling in the 
darkness of perpetual night, and that the sun would 

date of composition is thus about mid-March, when Julian 
was now a fortnight away (having left Antioch on the Nones 
of March, A,D, 8(8), The language deliberately echoes 
Misop. 344 a ({3aptYrq'Tos, ~s avt"xOf.'£VOi f.'iiva €{38of.'ov 'Tov-rovl}. 

b The bigoted and violently pagan governor of Syria, 
appointed by Julian 
B.L.Z.G. 53 iii. Petit

upon 
, op. c

leaVing 
it. pp. ~7'6 f. 

Antioch. Of. Seeck, 
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LIBANIUS 

~ \ ~, (f \ t", 1r " 1
aVVEXE£, TOV a TJIUOV TJfuV EvofL£,:>0fLEV OVK avwX€tJJ. 

75. Ttvas €T£ {TJT€tS I atKas 11'ap' avOpdJ11'wv F l5! 
, \ 1 \1 <;'1 <;" 1 <;'1
ava/\wftEvwV /\1J1T'[}; oos oTJ avyyvwft1Jv, oos, 
l' R \,.. 'I ',1.. C" 1\\' ,(f ....W fJaaL/\EV, ft'YJ 11'aVTWV €'fEr:,1JS, W\/\ oaa €K 'TWV 
" ",1.. '" s.-" ,,~, \ IWV£WV E'fV, TWV aE' E'V Tep apofLep TE'TOI\fL1JfLE'VWV 

aV fL~V 11'&'Aa£ KaTEyeAaaas, ~ftEtS' OE a11'aLn]aofLE'V 
~I t, I I \ , ,
a£KaS', WS' aVLXVE'VOVTE'S' yE TOVS' KaTapaTOVs OV 

'{j \ \13" ,\ , ,11'E'11'aVfL€ua. Ka, TOV... /\0, €W EafLE'V OV 11'Oppw. 
1 8~' \ 8'" \ ~ 1 \ ...avyyvw I, aTJ 11'pOS' EWV, 11'pOS ua£ft0vwv, 11'pOS 'TWV 

I \' '" ,I.. \,1..' ,\ 1\Tp011'a£WV, 11'poS' aVT1JS 'fL/\oa0'fLas. 0,11'0 fL€ya/\wv 
II f$" \" I ,1..'EpywV 1JK€LS'. EaTW aov Kat TOVTO fL€ya. C7T€'favw-

R 478 aov TtlS , vtKas Tfi ~L'\av8pw'lTtq. Ka~ fL~ fLOVOVS 

~fLiisl €V KOLvfj 11'aVTWV dv8pdmwv 'lT0fL7rfi Ka8tC7'[JS 

KA&'oVTas. 
f H ... t ... \ \ \ Q \ I76 • ftEt,S ot, fLLaovvTEs aE KaL C71Jv fJaat/\E'Lav. 

" '" , I I"t \ ifflH \KaL yap TaVTa aKTJKoafL€v, /\£E. TWV fL€V EpyWV 
I 'A A~' "'"'" IIaot XWpOVVTWV KaTa VOVV, TOV aE TWV €pywv OV11'W 

,I.. I , ',I..' ,t 1 :l\1
'faWOfLEVOV /\oyov 'lTaVTa a'fEVTES EV £K€T€£aLS 'lfL€V, 
,,~I ...,(j \ \ 8' t ,

7TaLO€S, Y€POVT€S, yvvatK€S, €VUVS fLEV Ka €KaaT1}V 
) , ,I.. \1" 1"/ \ \ I

aY€LpOfLEVOL 'fV/\TJV, €11'ELTa €tS 0fLL/\OS TO, fLEp1J 

YLYVOfL€VOt, 7TOP€VOfLEVOL fL~V 01,' ayopiis fL€TG. 
\ .... .... ,... f Q I ~ \ \ '\
/\afL7TpWV TWV €VXWV, V7T€PfJaWOVT€S DE Tas 11'V/\as

\ r' \ ~ , ~\,,.. ~I ...
fL€Ta fLEL,:>OVWV, Kv/\/,vaOVfL€VO£ DE €V Tep 7TEO£ep Tep 

1 <~Il.8s> inserted F .• conj. Re. 

a Cf. Homer, ad. 11. 14 ff. 
b Cf. Or. 18. 195. Despite encroachment by imperial 

officials, the curia still possessed vestiges of disciplinary 
powers. Julian's criticism was that it was unwilling to use 
them. 
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never shine on us again.a 75. What punishment more 
do you require of men consumed with grief? Grant us 
pardon then, Sire, not for absolutely everything, but 
for our short-comings with regard to our market. 
As for the misconduct in the hippodrome, you 
have long scorned that b; but we shall exact punish
ment for it, for we have spared no effort in tracking 
the scoundrels down, and we are very near to arrest
ing them. Then in the name of the gods and spirits, 
of your victories, and of philosophy herself, pardon 
us. You have come to us from mighty deeds. Let 
this deed of yours be mighty too. Crown your vic
tories with mercy, and do not reduce us alone to 
tears in this triumph in which all the world shares. 

76. We are the ones who hate you and your 
majesty! Yes, by Helios, we have even heard that 
remark passed. But as you proceeded successfully 
upon your career, before the outcome was yet plain,c 
we put all else aside, and joined in supplication, boys, 
old men and women alike. First crowds gathered in 
every ward of the city,d and then these sections 
merged into one mass which passed through the city 
square with a loud chorus of prayer. It went on 
through the city gates and its prayers became louder 
still until, as it moved up and down on the military 

C A demonstration of loyalty held in Julian's absence on 
the Persian campai~n: C/' 01\ 1. 133: Kd 7"OU7"WY €KCUJTOY 

~YYIiAAIi fLO, ouoel~, 7"7}Y a~ 7"a)ll 0P(UVTWV ~aov~v ~06fLIi8a mrrrliu
OI!T.~, ao~ Kat eylYVIi7"o, Yliv~(]1i(]8at. 

d Antioch was, for local administration, organized into 18 
q,v'Aal. These had corporate existence, with baths of their 
own, and participated in the boxing competitions in honour 
of Artemis (c/. Or. 11. ~31. 11. fJ45, 19. 6fJ, 5. 43 f.). They 
were controlled by epimeletae, responsible for discipline, 
police and services (e.g .• lighting): 1'/. Or ~3. 11. 24. 26, 33. 
35f. 
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\ ... \1 ~ 1 \1 \ I 1 
'Tll~ 'TOV 1TOIlEfLOV OEXOfLEV4J fLEIlE'Tll~ fLE'Tll fLEYLO'TWV • 
., ~\ t ... " I I ... tl I \ I 
0001. OE YJfLWV €V E1T£aTYJfLTJ 'TOV U€toV, KaL 'TOV'TWV E'l
" \ \ a \" I I
EKOLVWVOVV KaL 7TpOS [JWfLOVS TJEOaV KaL 7TaV'Ta 

I I II 1 \ ~ '" I IR 479 'Tp07TOV uEpa7TEvoVTES 'TOVS oovvaL VLKYJV KVptoVS.
'1' ... '" 1 It" ,/.. \ ,..

EL ow 'TaV'Tll 'TWV fLLaOVV'TWV, 'TLS YJ 'TOU 'f'LIlELV 
, I~ t:. 77" " ,\ \'\ ~ II .... 
117TOOEL~LS ; • aM €LOW Ot ovoxepaLVoVOt 'TL 'TWV 

'" I \ I I I'" l' 
OWl'. KaL yap 7Ta'T€pas 'T'LVES. YEVOL'T av ovv 'T' 

I " \ ~\ T I 'I' Q7Ta'TEpWV YIlVKV'T€POV; 7TEpL DE apoEWV, W [JaOL
\,.. ""'" ,~" I , I I
IlEV, 7TWS EXE'S; OUoELS EKELVWV aypOLKO'TEPOV 'TL 
,/..(} I t:. I I '''' I I 'I'
'f' Ey~E'Ta,; KaL 'TLS Eyyva'TaL XPYJOfLOS; 'TL OW, 
1\ '~I t.,.. _. \ '" I 
av EKopafLTJ 'TL PYJfLa XaIlKO'TV7TOV YJ OKU'TO'TOfLOV,
"2" \ r 1 tI " 1\ 1

YJ 0 'TOVS 'TOLOV'TOVS ELKOS; I:,YJ'TYJOELS 7TOIlLV E'TEpaV 
\ 1\ "\ \ \ \ '" '" .... I r >

KaL 7TallW aMYJV; K(1£ 'TO 7TOV DEL OE XELfLal:,ELV EV 
Af /, I "'" 1/

'TOLS V7TYJKOOLS K€LOE'TaL; fL'YJ7TO'T€ 'TOOOV'TOV LoxvoaL
s .\", III r ,.. \ Q \ I (

fLEV. aM EYKaUL':;,E 'TOLS fLEV fJOVIlOfLEVOLS WS 
, ,/.. I .... t:' \ , 'B 1\ " III

EV'f'pa(,vwv, 'TOtS DE OUK E EIlOVOW, 07TWS fLaUWOLV
'8 1\ ~,.. \ \ \ t I I \ ~ \ 

E EIlELV. oEL yap 'TOVS fLEV EKOV'Tas yVWfLfh 'TOVS OE 
" , I \ ~ I .... 78 ' ~ IaKOV'Tas avaYKTJ 'Ta OEOV'Ta 7TOLELV. • EL DE 

J... \ (A , I )J I ~''', \ 
a0'f'LaTYJS YJfLLV E'TvyxavES WI', 7TaV'TWS 0 aI', Et fL'fJ 

" 1'(} \ I Ie I ) I
'TOV'TO YJO a 'TO fLEY'O'TOV KaL ELO'Ta'TOV, aV'TYJYWVL
r ..." ...... t,,, 'Q\ 1 
I:,OV fLOL VW, E7TEL'Ta 'TWV OWl' 'TLS 0fLLIlYJ'TWV E[Jlla

l' ,,, , I '" )\'" I ,
KEVEV, ap av E7TE'TPE7TES; OVK Ea'TLV' aM ELOYJYE'T 
'" \.... tl ~ \ \.... 'If 1\ 
av 'TO OKV'TOS. OV'TW oYJ KaL VVV a7Taoa 7TOIl'S fLa-

Bl'TW ~aoLMws €7TLO'YJfLtav ~'pELV. 79. dAAa 'ToJha 

fLEV 7TEpt 'TWV 'TOtS 'TOLOU-rOLS ~apwofL'vWv, ~fLEtS 
~ \ 1\ 'f) I", ,.. \ Q \.... ~ I \I oE 7TallaL 'TE E aOES 'TYJs ow [JaOLIlE£ OLaL'TYJs Ka/, F 11 

1 <wmtILEylaTwv> inserted F. 

2 ~ cancelled F., Re. (.4ni'1P.ad-v.). 


8 luxJaatlLEV Re. (M88.): lox6aatEli F. 


a The military parade ground (1'0 '1l'OAE/L£/(6V 'V1J/LV&.lILOv ~ 
Theodoret, H.E. 4. 26. 1) lay across the river and north of 
the island palace. It was a favourite spot for Christian 
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parade ground, they reached a climax.a Those of us 
who were acquainted with religious procedure took 
part in them also, and approached the altars with all 
manner of offerings for the gods by whom victory 
is granted~ Now, if this is the behaviour of men who 
hate you, how can they show their love? 77. Some 
people do resent some of your actions, I admit. In 
~act, some people resent their fathers, yet what 
could be dearer than one's father? ~ut what do you 
think about Tarsus, Sire? Will there be no rude 
remarks from them? But how can you foretell that 
for certain? Ifsome remark slips out, redolent of forge 
or tannery, or such as you can expect people of that 
sort to make, what then? Will you seek another 
city, and then another? Will it be left to your 
subj ects to decide where you should have your 
winter quarters? Never let us take so much upon 
ourselves! Take up your residence among willing 
hosts to oblige them, among the unwilling, to teach 
them willingness, for duty must be done, by the 
willing volun,tarily, by the reluctant under duress. 
78. Were you one of the professors here,-and but 
for the supreme and revered position you hold, you 
would be my rival now-would you let it pass if one 
of your pupils grew lazy? Of course not. Out would 
come the whip. In the same way let every city now 
learn how to support an emperor's residence in it. 
79. That is the line to take with people who resent 
such a thing: we however have long been used to 
associating with the emperor, and now our plea is not 

prayer meetings conducted by the local saints (cJ. Theodoret, 
loco cit., H.R. 1820 A, 1872 A)-as is here implied by Libanius 
with his distinction between the mass rally and the select 
religious procedure of his pagan worthies. 
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A ~ I II \ IJ'" A I f I
VVV o€o/-,€ua /-'7] O'1'€p7]u7]vaL 'TOV i'€PWS. LKE'T€V€£ 

'\ '1' .'" \ r' " O'€ 1TOI\£S vaxov Y€VOS E"xovO'a 1<0.1'0. ~7]'T7]O'LV 'T7]S 
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, " ~ 1 :! \ \'ll ,

'To. aVTa 0'0£ ooa/-,oV1'os, 'Is 'T7]v 1T7]Y7JV €uav/-,aO'€V,
'i::! t<::Ol J (I 1\ \\1 
E~'IS fJO€WS E"1Tt€V, LK€'T€VEL 0'£ 1TOI\LS 1TOI\I\OVS 0'0£\ , , t JIll C\fJ€OVS 1TapaO'xo/-,€V7] O'V/-,/-,aXOVSI O(,S' €uvO'as, OVS 
, 1 \ ll' t" , \ 'E" \€KaIl€O'as, p,€U WV €O'1'pa1'EVOV, 'TOV p/-,7]v, 1'OV 

rr<iva/ -"IV Ll~/-,7]'Tpa, 'TOV "Ap7]J -"Iv KaAAL61T7]V,
\ 'A 1\ \ \ A I 1 , \.... J...... \

'TOV 1TOI\I\W, 'TOV ULa TOV 'T€ E1T£ 'T7]S 1<0pV'f7]S Kat 
\ , " , C\ ' .... \8 III 1118 'i: .... \8'TOil €ll aO'T€£, 1Tap ov E£O'7]I\ ES V1TaTOS I 0 €V €I:, 7]1\ ES 

... 1" 'J.. \' 'JI ,8appwv, l.fJ YEyovas O'fELI\€71J.S. EXW O'ov ypa/-,/-,aTa 
1Tapd. Tip 8Eip K€L/-,€Va. TJKE 8vO'wv, 0.1T600s TO 

, \ 8' 'II \ 80''''IXpEOS' Ka£ vO'as /-,€VE TO T€TaY/-,EVOV. • aVTWV 
, I I r A , I ,., f" JI 

EK€LVWV VOp,'~€ TaVTa aKOVELVI aVTOVS opav OLOV 
... " <::0 , \ Q\' ,. f ,

VVV. LO'WS O€ Kat ,..,I\E1TEtS' 1T€P£€O''TWTas 7]YOV/-,EVOV 

.... A I t\ \ Q \ f,.. ,,~ I 


TOV utas J OS I\a,..,wv 7]/-,as 7]07] O'OV /-,ax0/-,€Vov 

1 " , \ 8' I' ....R 481 Tp€/-,OV1'aS' £1T£PPWO'E TE KaL 1Tap€ appvvEv €VapY€L 

, ,.. <::0 \.,., t\ \ , .... 
TEK/-,7]pU.fJ. TOV'TO OE 7]v J KVKVOV TtS EI\WV EV TatS 
>I fJ A \ I J..J "8 " 8 A f <::0 \OX aLS' 'T7]S I\L/-,VYJS r:PWV aVE 7]K€ Tl.fJ El.fJ. 0 OE 

A \ A' I ,~, , , 

TWV /-,EV 1TTEPWV ov 1TaplIP7]TOI 'T7]V OE LO'XVV 

o.1TO~EfiA~KEL 'T£OV 1TTEPVYWVJ oMv n O'V/-,~a[vEL '.' 

7TEpl TOUS KVKVOVSI O'Tav EK7TEO'OV1'ES I rijs tv TOLS F 15' . 
1'1\ '\ 8 1 '8' ( , IEI\EO'LV EI\EV EpLas av PW1TOLS V1TOXELPLOt YEVWV'TaL. 

1 n)Y ITaya inserted F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). 

2 <Ka'Tcl> inserted F. before 'T6. 

a For the foundation legends of Antioch: 10, d. Or. 11. 
44 ff. '\Cook, ZC'~, 1, DD. 236 £,\,: AtheI".ians,- cf. Orw 11. liR, 
92: Alexander, ibid. 72 if., 88. Malalas, p. 234. - - -- •. •...:.:1 

b For Julian's sacrifices at Antioch c/. Misop. 346 b f., 
Lib. Or. 18. 171 f. The Antiochenes dubbed him victimariu8 
for his pains: Amm. Marc. 22. 14. 

c The patroness of Antioch: c/. Or. 1.102. 
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to lose the privilege. Our city claims descent from 
the race of Inachus that wandered far in search of 
10; she has a11 Athenian element j she is a city of 
Macedonians, of Alexander who trod the same path 
as yourself; he admired its spring and gladly drank 
of its water"; this city makes its supplication to you. 
She has given many gods to be your allies. You have 
sacrificed and made invocation to them, b and you have 
soldiered with them, Hermes, Pan, Demeter, Ares, 
Calliope, (J Apollo, the Zeus of the mountain Ii and the 
Zeus in the city, (! whose presence you entered as 
consul and left in confidence, and in whose debt you 
are. I have writings of yours that were deposited 
with the god. Then come and sacrifice; repay your 
debt, and, after the sacrifice ordained, stay with us. 
80. Think that you are listening to this from their 
very lips j think that you behold them now. Perhaps 
you even see them grouped around you with Zeus 
at their head. He recently found us fearful while 
you were in the thick of the fray,t and he gave us 
strength and confidence by a visible sign. A swan 
was caught on the banks of the lake and brought as 
offering to the god. Though its pinions had not been 
clipped, it had lost the power of its wings, as happens 
with swans when they leave the freedom of their 
marshes and fall into the hands ofmen. 81. For most 

d Zeus Cassius: c/. Or. 18. 172. Amm. Marc. ~2. 14. 4. 
The shrine was on the summit of Mt. Cassius, south of the 
city. 

, Zeus Philius: c/. Or.!. 122. In Or. 18. 17~ Libanius 
attributes to Zeus Cassius the support here received of Zeus 
Philius. Julian evidently composed a thanksgiving oration 
to Zeus. 

t i.e., during JuHan's advance along the Euphrates in 
March. 
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EfJQOfLTJ L<1'TllfL€VOV W!) 7TP0<1TJI\ E 'T4J Lf:P4J 'TO 7TVp, 
tIt' \ \" \ \ \ 
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\ " Q I 1 J: ! 't \ '\ !
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, ,.,. '" I t \ \ 
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cE'\ '" 	 , 0,~ I ,...
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'>' \'\ I , \ <j1\ ,. ... "'.... ,
otaAAayas, €JLOL QE 71JV €K 'TOV oOK€tv 1I'€1I'ELKEVaL 
'" 't \,. I ~ \ ,\' tel
00s, av. fL17 'TOtVVV a'TLJLaauS fL170I:. €I\Eys,rJS p17'TOpa 
.J, '1.... '''''' \ ,
'f'17'f'4J GrJ KEKOafL17fLEVOV. EOWKIlS 'TOVS 1I'VpOVS 
, ... ~ f)' \... \' \ , ... <;' , 
€fLOV OE17 €V'TOS, I\vaov 71JV OmV €JLOV QEOfL€VOV. 
\' I "f) , 0' \fL17 KafLrJS <1EJLVVVWV av pW1I'0V EKKpOVa €V'T1l 11'0/\

, ,f/ A , ... J. ! '>'" ,
l\aKLS V1I'VOl) 'TaLS 1I'€PL aov 't'p0V'TLaL JL170 a1l'01l'€JL

R 482 ~rJS d,1I'paK'TOV els TYjv 11I'a'Tptoa KV1I''TOV'Ta, €PV()pL
,.,. , \ I , I \,.,. 

WV'Ta, EYK€KIlI\VfLfL€VOV, awxvvoJL€VOV fL€V 'TWV 
,... \ , " (:<' \ 

1I'0I\L'TWV 'TOVS 1I'apoV'Tas, aLaXVVOJL€VOV oe 'TOVS 

a1l'Ov'Tas. 83. ots I €lI'ELOd.V 1I'poo,1I'aV'TWV'TES €PW-F 154 
... IT' .Q' " ,'TWaL' E1I'ELKafLEV, W'I' 1I'p€afJEV'Ta; 'TL 1l1l'OKPt-

I· '>' I '''' A'
VWJLaL; 1I'pOaW1I'ELOV fLOt OE17a€L 'TO'T€ 17 VTJ Llta y€, 
"\ "'>' ... I J.

VVK'TOS €LS 7TJV ELaOQOV KaLpOV KPV1l''TOV'TOS 'f'0tvLa
, I J/ <;" , , I 

aOJLEVTJV 1I'apEtaV. OLKOL OE YEVOJL€VOV aVIlYK17 
Il I I ( • 1/ \" , 

,tCo,UEtpypA:'J.'OV r€VetVJ WS OUK o:,aw *rOVS ELS Ep.,€ 

1 <T~> inserted F. Ia Of; Ep; 824: lyw BE A£p.oO p.eJ ~v 170,\r.1I tKEl'€VWJllf':A&JL7jY~ 
• • 1T€taa~ s€ WS O~K ~SlK711'a~ l7ap' ~Jkwv Jl7~x€lPTJ(Ja Jk{v. &17
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ORATION XV, 81-83 


of the time it stayed on the ground without attempt
ing to fly, but at the end of the first week of the 
month people were making a sacrifice. As the flame 
approached the offering, the swan rose up into the 
air and three times circled round the temple at 
cornice level, and then soaring aloft it flew away 
towards the east. And there arose a cry, as the 
spectators danced up and down for joy, remembering 
Zeus' transformation into such a bird on the occasion 
that he sired Helen. Everyone was agreed that he 
was hastening to assist in the destruction of Persia. 
82. He is now my advocate, desiring reconciliation 
for the city, and for myself the credit of seeming to 
convince you. Do not then dishonour and disgrace 
an orator who has been honoured by your approval. 
At my request, you granted them grain a; at my 
request, abate your wrath. Do not be stiff-necked 
and weary out one who has often been robbed of 
sleep through concern for you, nor send me away to 
my homeland empty-handed and skulking, with 
blushing face and covered head, ashamed before my 
fellow citizens, whether present or absent. 83. When 
they come to meet me inquiring, " Have we won our 
case, ambassador? ", what answer can I give them? 
I will need a mask then, or else, by heaven, the cover 
of night, for my entrance into the city, to allow me 
to hide my burning cheeks.b When I reach home, I 
must stay confined there, for I shall be unable to 
bear their gaze as they point out to their neighbours 
~ '8 ~ \ ,~ 8 I , I ~ \ \ ~ -, \ I 'A-'.' •1]/\ OV olE ou OVVll lEtS • ••. Mt7TIE'Tat 011 1TpOS otOJll\ayus, to'f' 01lJ.l-lEtS 

'!'f:rpr.liJ·t~·f.fJr:L 
b The representation of this oration as a personal embassy 

to the absent emperor was recognized as an artistic fiction by 
Socrates, H.E. 3. 17: 'TOVTOUS ply 'TOUS AOYOVS </Jaat ypQ4aV"fa 

'TOV aO~'aT~v J.l-1]Kht lEis 7TOAAOUS fipr]K'vat. 
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a Mt. Silpius provided refuge for oppressed members of 
the commons (e.g., Or. 1. 226 f.) and Christian hermits 
(Theodoret, H.E. 4. 28). 

b Libanius was descended from one of the principal 
families of Antioch, and might have been expected to become 
a city councillor like the rest of his family (Or. 1. 3 if.). He 
would then have been liable to the performance of the 
liturgies-services rendered by the curiales to tht> city-of 1 

I 
1 
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the man who lost their case for them. 84. However, 
we have great, high, forest-clad mountains, settle
ments of charcoal-burners, caves and cottages. There 
shall I retire under an assumed name, changing my 
dress and facial appearance as best I may, and there 
shall I dwell in the wilderness, far from the city that 
I could not aid.t~ 

85. Though I am descended of men who held the 
post of choregos, Sire, Fortune has prevented me from 
undertaking such a duty myself. It is a wretched 
business to live and be unable to be of service to one's 
own community. Since, then, I am deprived of the 
services that delight them, show that I am honoured 
with a service that protects them.b 86. And let there 
be no talk of preparing your residence in Cilicia. 
Only wish it, and everything win follow. It needs 
five days and a few camels. You have seen us in 
our weakness: now see us in our strength. See for 
yourself what our land can produce, since you have 
seen what it could not. Now you will know for 
certain whether that was due to our fault or our 
misfortune. 

which the most important and expensive was the clwregia 
(the provision of public entertainment). Libanius normally 
speaks of this deprivation in pathetic tones (e.g.• Or. 1. 58. 
11. 9. 55. 15). but he was in fact deliberate in his choice of 
a sophistic career (cf. Or. 1. 11 ff.) and tenacious of the irn
munity from such curial services that he obtained thereby. 
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IIPOL ANTIOXEAL IIEPI THL TOT 

BA~IAEnL OprHL 


1 C\A I t I A 1 \ l' >I '" 'A AR 484 	 • P.EV U1T€P T1JS 1TOI\€WS, W avop€s VTtOX€tS, Fii.1 
I I , 1 '" 1\ . 't " ,

1TpOS TOV aUTOKpaTopa ot€tI\Eyp.at Kat WS OtI'T 
, A >If}) f ... '''' A \ 1\ 
aywvos OUU tKETEtWV OUoOTtOUV 1Tapal\€l\oma, 

f}1 ",,. '" 1 I
p.€JLa01]KaT€ Ta P.€V aUTOU JLOU Ol,1JYOUJL€VOU 1TpOS 
t '" , f " 	 I ~\\ 'J\up.as OUX ws av TWOS a€p.vuvop.€VOU p.aI\I\OV 1] 

.a 1 I \ 1 ",I AQ \1 
1TapaJLuvouJL€VOU, Ta 1T1\€LW O€ TOU ",aa£I\€WS JL€P.1]~ 

1 'All I I' ( I \ I 
VUKOTOS €VTaUUa TE 1TpOS TOV LEp€a l\€yOV7'OS 

~VWXA~aeaL 1Tal ~p.ov Kat 1TCtAW EV Tij> aTaOp.ij> 
I I I I ( 1 I (\ "" \ ( ...

1TpOS 1'0 KOtVOV 1'0 UP.€T€POV· a O€ KaL up.as F 161 

«KovaaL o€£ 1T€pt T€ TWV KaT€x6V1'WV OuaX€PWV Kat 
'I A ,.. D \ I ,,, \ A l\ , I 

1T€pt T1JS TOU ",aatl\€WS oms KaL 1TW:; av €K€LV1]V 
I I ""t: I Q \ 1

1' € 1TavaaLp.€V KaL OOb atp.€v y€yoV€VaL ",EI\TtoUS, 
,... I '" \.a A l) "'" \ , " \TaUTa 1TELpaaop.a£ ot€I\VELV. ;(i. €O€£ yap EK€£ JL€V 

t... 't: A f) '" A' Af} '" \
Up.as €b al,p€Laual, a£T£as EmXELPEW, €V1'auva OE 

II' ., "f" " '" IR 485 p.1J KPV1TT€LV a 1'£S av 1]p.as a£TLaaatTO O£KatWS. 
I I I t'l 1 \ ...

1'0 P.€V yap E X€ avyyvwp.1]V Kat TE1'VX1JKE Kal\WS 

1 Kat1TEpt rijs Re. (UBM): 1TEpt om. F. (other MSS.). 

" Oration 16: a companion piece to the preceding, 
written at the same time. Socr. H.E. 3. 17; confirming Or. 
17. 37, notes tha.t neither ,vas actually delivered.. On these 
orations cf. Petit, .. Recherches sur la publication et la 
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TO THE ANTIOCHENES: ON THE 

EMPEROR'S ANGER a 


L MEN of Antioch, you know of my speech before the 
emperor on our city's behalf, and how I left no form 
of ordeal or supplication untried.1I Some of this you 
have learned from my own account to you, though 
my intention was not so much to preen myself upon 
it as to offer words of advice, but for the most part 
the information came from the emperor. Here in 
Antioch he told the priest that he had been pestered 
by my attentions, and again, at the post station, he 
told your council the same. C Now I shall try to give 
some account of what you should be told about the 
evils that beset us, the emperor's wrath against us, 
and the manner in which we can bring that to an end 
and be seen to have mended our ways. 2. There I 
had to try to free you from complaints made against 
you. Here I must not seek to conceal any accusation 
which may be justly levelled against you. Then my 
concern was with pardon for you, and fortunately it 

diffusion des discours de Libanius," Historia, 5 (1956). pp. 
479 ff. 

b Not Oration 15, but personal intercessions made before 
JuHan's departure, oj. Epp. 802, 815, 824. 

G For Julian's final interview with the Antiochene curia 
. at Litarba, the post-station, cj. Julian, E.L.F. No. 98 (399 bc) • 
.ALmm. ~llarc. 28. 2. 4, Lib. Or. 1. 182. These speeches were 
composed in consequence of the rebuff administered there. 
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succeeded. Now it would be disastrous for us if we 
maintain the same attitude and regard ourselves as 
innocent. 3. I am perfectly well aware that I shall 
displease all or most of you by my frankness, but it is 
far better for you to find my remarks disagreeable 
and yet be pleased with their consequences, than for 
you to listen to something you like and, for the sake 
of some paltry pleasure, suffer much severe punish
ment. If it were possible to speak favourably of you 
and at the same time to show how we could escape 
our danger, it would surely be madness not to choose 
this manner of address. However, since a comfortable 
discourse is bound to be to your detriment, it would 
be mere common sense to speak in terms conducive 
to your welfare rather than in tones of flattery. 

4. When Demosthenes encouraged his fellow citi
zens in their despondency, he begged them not to 
behave so nor to adopt an attitude of hopelessness.a 

I, however, have no intention of advising you to lay 
aside your despondency. In fact I think our city 
cannot be saved in any other way than by our 
adding to it and outdoing in grief any who have ever 
been thought to have plumbed the depths of despair. 
5. This is our situation. Ifwe are disposed to regard 
our present crisis as a trifling matter, we shall make 
our troubles all the worse, for we prove to everyone 
that no one can do anything that holds terrors for 
the city. If, however, we give up any hope of 
better things and experience that fear natural to 
those who have embarked on a course hazardous for 
its very foundations, first, our future policies will be 
improved, with this fear to guide us, and secondly, 
the very fact that a city that has a name for great 

G Demosth. Phil. 1. :to 
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of his kidney was best suited to the greedy and insubordinate IAntiochenes." The end of the ./.~fisopogon contains a. barely
concealed threat to let the curia stew in its own juice (370 bc). 
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arrogance has for all time been humbled and panic 
stricken and is convinced of its imminent doom, may 
perhaps satisfy the emperor. a 

6. Many great misfortunes have ever afflicted this 
poor city. Perhaps the omens were unpropitious when 
Seleucus founded it. b At any rate, the Persian empire 
has succeeded in winning prestige from our mis
fortunes, like a wrestler flooring the same opponent 
time and again. Always this land of ours has been 
the target for their attacks. Always in their invasions 
they have ravaged it, demolishing all they could and 
firing the rest ..: 7. Our ancestors were obstinate 
indeed in their refusal to abandon the site to the gods. 
They should have recognized that there was some 
opposing influence hostile to the place, and, if not 
after the first disaster, at any rate after the second, 
they should have done as the Phocaeans of old did, 
and sought another land.a As it is, they rebuilt her, 
and once again revealed her as a city, heedless of the 
fact that they were merely making the town ready 
for further troubles. 

B. Many and terrible indeed, my fellow country
men, have been the disasters that in the past have 
shaken her to her foundations. Yet not one of them 
could I at any rate compare with the disaster that 
afflicts us now. In the first place, there is no com
parison between disasters suffered at the hands of 
our natural foes and the hatred for us evinced by our 

Moreover, besides the loss of prestige enta.iled by the pro
posed transfer of the imperial residence to Tarsus, Antioch 
was in some danger of losing her metropolitan statns 
altogether. . 

b Forthe foundation by SeJeucus I Nicator c/. Or. 11.84 if. 
o Of. Or. 15. 16. 24. sa (and note). 

d Herod.!. 164. . 
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1 a.1I'OAaVfW ~s rrpovotas F. (CAPU): ~s rrpovotas a7ToAaVfW I
Re. (other MSS.). 

2 rrA~8os Re. (MSS. except Mo): rra.8os F., Cobet (Mo). 
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own kith and kin and people whose good will we 
would normally expect to enjoy. 9. It is a far more 
shocking thing to be persecuted by one's own father 
and to have, one's parent as an accuser than to be 
assailed by those not of one's own kin. Similarly, it 
is a far worse thing for the Roman emperor to con
sider that our city is deserving of ruin than for us 
actually, to experience it at the hands of the bar
barian.1I 10. That is one of the practices not unknown 
to war and an incident of not uncommon frequency: 
examples of this are few. There fortune could be 
blamed: here there is implied a disapproval of one's 
attitude. There the reaction of kinsfolk is one of 
pity and there is a readiness to help the afflicted : 
here everyone would avoid friendship with us, and 
publish his hatred as indication of his very different 
attitude. 11. Hence it is no matter for rejoicing or 
for making light of this ill-feeling if our city still 
stands. Rather should we be more grieved at the 
loss of our previous good fame and our relegation 
to the company of the most disaffected states than 
at the sight of the enemy from our battlements. 
My chief desire is for my preservation and the 
retention of my name for integrity, and, if the 
attractions of treason prevail, then, men of Antioch, 
death would be preferable to dishonour. 12. Thus, 
even if we have grounds for confidence for the 
future, we ought to be overwhelmed at our present 
disgrace: we ought to be in mourning and think 
that the city should assume the appearance that 
every household assumes in times of bereavement. 
Now our disgrace is so great that there is none to 

a The emperor still holds the title of patw patri,(u, first 
bestowed on Augustus. 
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guarantee that we shall not suffer the most extreme 
penalty unless, unawares to me, you have had 
some oracle from Delphi. IS. So while this blaz
ing wrath increases, who is so brave as to feel no 
tremor? Don't you know that the emperor's wrath 
is no less potent than earthquake,a thunderbolt and 
tidal wave? By his armies he prevails over the 
unarmed, and if he decides upon the destruction of 
a city, then the greatest of them is gone in less than 
half an hour by might and main and fire and sword 
and the rest. 14. And if he refuses to go to such 
extremes, he takes away all the paraphernalia of 
a city and gives it the status of a village. Just 
look at what happened there in Cappadocia. There 
a prosperous and famous city, that practised elo
quence and had often been the imperial winter 
residence, was erased from the number of cities, 
since its conduct was held to be too undisciplined 
for its position." So should not we, as loyal sub
jects, tremble and weep and consider some method 
of purging our error? 15. Then will any man rise 
to his feet and ask us here, "Well, how are we 
at fault, if the land has not produced the amount it 
should and if the innovations dealing with the prices 
of goods have paralysed business?" C Such a bold 
argument proves us unfortunate, in having incurred 
dislike without having done any wrong. So in either 

earthquakes of uncommon severity occurred: cf. Or. 1. 1M. 
Amm. Marc. 23. 1. 

b Caesarea (E.L.F. No. 125 =Sozom. H.E. 5. 4. 1 tr., 5. 
1 L 8). The strong Christian element there had recently 
converted the Temple of Fortune to its own uses, and so 
roused Julian's anger against the city. 

o Julian's price edict of October A.D. 862: c/. Jut Muop. 
850 a tr., 868 c. Lib. Or. 18. 195. 
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case we should, if we are wise, humble ourselves and 
be sorry, whether we have deliberately wronged our 
good emperor or if some hostile spirit has given us 
such a reputation, for all our innocence. 16. However, 
since you make great play of your innocence, and he 
insists that he has been deeply wronged, I would not 
like to decide such an argument, for you are both my 
friends. My country demands my respect, the 
emperor my reverence. He, by his own admission, 
is my companion, and especially by the brotherhood 
of letters that he and I both practise.a Yet, since 
truth must p~evail over all else and I have proclaimed 
my intention of speaking my mind without reserva
tion, having once adopted the role of counsellor I 
have been faced with the necessity of delivering my 
verdict, and I must give my considered opinion. 

17. Men of Antioch, however often I were to repeat 
that the emperor's charges against you are without 
foundation, I could never convince anyone except 
yourselves. His piety towards the gods, his clemency 
towards his subjects, his intellectual affinity with 
philosophy, and his studies that are allied with his 
intellect, all are against us. They bear witness, 
almost shout it aloud, that the city has offended 
against him rather than that he is at fault with 
regard to us. 18. His only pleasure is his conscious
ness of nothing base within him. He differs from the 
gods only by the fact that he eats the food of men: in 

a Of. O-r. 15. 7, 18. 14 fr. Julian (E.L.F. Nos. 97-98) 
addresses Libanius as t1.a(A~(. This has been interpret.e.d as 
the religious terminology of the brotherhood of Mithraism. 
but there is no evidence that Libanius had ever become an 
initiate, probable though it may be: more important, both 
contexts are literary, and indicative of the brotherhood of 
letters. 
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1 Punctuation F. 

a On this passage c/. A. D. Nock, J.R.S. 47' (1957'), p. 
12~: "Deification and Julian," 

b Minos and Rhadamanthys: with Aeacus, the three 
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the practice of virtue and his concern for things 
spiritual he approximates to them,G for he has more 
control over his lower appetites than over the cities 
he rules, and of previ ous occupants of his throne some 
he has revealed as worthless, others not 50 worthy 
as before, and others again, if he takes them as his 
models in one respect, he excels in several others. 
19. So then, when we have such a paragon as our 
accuser, one more just than the children Europa bore 
to Zeu5,b can we expect any listener to take our part 
if we deny the charges? Impossible! Tell me, what 
convincing excuse can we make? That he acts with
out due consideration? But who of the people who 
frequent the market is so expert in his daily business? 
That his temper is beyond the control of reason? 
What! when he allowed those who whetted their 
swords against him to live? c That he makes up base
less charges so as to go in for confiscations? When he 
has remitted to the populace its time-honoured pay
ments of gold? d That is he brutal? When he walks 
to the temples mingling with his subjects, shows 
clemency in his judgements, inquires about our 
children and expresses pleasure at any good turn he 
can do them? 20. Men of Antioch, there will be 
many come as witnesses to stand up for him, cities 
without number, great prO\dnces, continent and 
ocean, and all that dwell between us and the river 
Rhine, with whose devoted escort he has come to our 
city. So, when we alone displease him, when he has 

~udges ofthe underworld. (Plato, Apol. 41 A, Gorg. 523 E)• 
..n Homer (Od. 11. 56S) ~,1inos acts as the sole judge of the 
shades. 

o Of. Or. 12. 85. The arguments that follow are adapta
tions of the MisQ'fxwm. 

4 The edict onaurum coronarium (B.L.F. No. 72). 
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LIBANIUS 

, " , ,... ,\ r:J r:J\ I \
E1Tawwv) OUK EKEtVOV EtKOS fLETafJEfJlI.1JKEVat TOUS 

I ,'\' f... ", ... II \
TP01TOVS, a1\.1\ 'fJfLaS OUK EV1JV£OV 1T'apeaX1JauaL T'fJV 
1T6,\,v. 

21. Ov-rWS Jefm5.,wv, Ji avop~s 1ToX/:ratJ Td. 
1Te7TpaYjJ.~va pliMov ~p..fis al-rlats bEX0jJ.EVOVS ~ 

.J.. ' r I ,~\~ ... \ .J..aVKo,+,avTovp,EIIOVS Evp~aKw. Et oE oEt Kat aa't'E
, '\ I ",I. II \ ~ ... \ t " aTEpwv €yKI\'fjp,aTWV a't'aauat Ka~ OaKEtV p'EV vjJ.as,

'.J.. \,.. ~ I \ \ ( ',I. \ \ "" W't'EII.TJaat OE, TO jJ.EV WS KaTEKpV't'aT€ Ta 'Tfapa TWV 

R 492 &.ypwv Kai. I ovv6.p,Evo~ KaTaarijaa~ AajJ.7Tpav T~V 
> \ d , \ fit ~ 't II \ 

ayopav O'TfWS EtS' aT€VOV 'l}£Et otE7Tpaf:,aauE, KaL 
1\ "ll \ I \ .. f3 \"ll 11TOII.EjJ.0V TJpaauE 1TpOS' T'l}v TOV aatl\EWS E1TwvjJ.taV, F 169 
, ''''' .1. t" \ ,\ ,~ \" \ \ \ ...OVK EpW. 'fEVOO~jJ.TJv yap av €LOWS on 1TOII.II.OL TWV 
\\\ ,.., I ".. 't", '" 

1TOII.II.TJV Y'l}v EXOVTWV 1TEtVWVTas TOVS vp,wv aVTWV 
" "... , ..., A '"(;! I a LlLl

otKETas OpWVTES E1TapKEtv aVTOtS OV oVVaaUE. NN. 

, \ \' , A I t <:- I " ,I. 1 tI \ \ 
0.11.11. €KELVO yE 'fj0EWS av jJ.EjJ.'t'a~jJ.'l}v, on p''1 T'1V 

I ,,~, I a \\1 I 
YVWjJ.1JV T'l}S ovvajJ.EWS 1t'apeaxojJ.Eua KaIl.I\.tW. n 
~ " d.l...n " 'I' 11 ~ 'A " o€ Eanv 0 'f',jJ.t; €aTUI, W aVOpES vnOXEtS, 
>~ I \ II I \ll " \ \ ,\

aovvajJ.tav Kat 1T'pOVVjJ.Lav aVVElI.uEW Kat TOV aVTOV 

avOpW1ToV ;PYCfJ /-Lev Tep KEAEvovn jJ.~ OVV1J(Jijvat 
1 a I ~\ \ "" .J../~ Q

xapwaavaL, yvwp:{) oE Kat TCfJ a't'0opa avp,fJOV
ATJ8ijvat Kat TtF> CPaLVOIl.EII'l}S eA1T'loos ~a8ijvat Kat T0 

... ,,' .J.. ' , "8T1JS TOV 1TpaYjJ.aTOS 't'vaEWS EvavnovllEv1JS a v-
A () -r t ... ,~\ '~I '\\' l'

ll1JaaL. 2.:;>, WV TJjJ.€tS OVOEV EOEtKVUp,€V, 0.1\.1\ 1JjJ.€V 
"(;! \ 1 q I A' I ... \
eV0'1II.O£ fJapvvop..€vot T<P vop,if Kat 1TOLOVllTES ;.tEV 
(f '1""10 , ~ '"'" ~, t ,...., ,\ \ 
oaa EV1JV, a1Jows 0 V1TOVPYOVVTES,KaL TOVS IUV 

, ,,.. ,till!, " c,./..' I \ 
EV aVToLS TOtS epyots V1T0't'EPOVTES 1TOVOVS, TO 

I ~ \ " ... , \ ~, , (:.,
1TpaTT0jJ.EVOV OE OVK E7TatVOVVTES. EYW 0 TJf:,~OVV 
~ ~ 1\..... \ ,..." '- Jill ,...

vfLas avvEpaat1'1vaL fLEV Tip paatAEt T1JS KG-Ta-
I J (J I S,'\ \ • I , \

aTaaEWS TaVTTJS, aVfLaaat oE T1Jv 0PfL1Jv, Et Kat 

1 €V01,AOL F. (CVBM. A before correction): €K8'IJAoL Re. 
(other MSS.). 
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ORATION XVI, 20-23 


complaints against us alone and praise for the rest, 
the probability is not that he has changed his ways 
but that we have consigned to him a city ill controlled. 

21. On this assessment of what has occurred, fellow 
citizens, I find ,that we are more open to blame than 
falsely slandered. If reference must be made to the 
most obvious grounds for accusation, and if you must 
be hurt while helped, I will not adduce the argument 
that you concealed the produce of your estates, that 
you had it in your power to make business boom and 
yet manufactured a recession,G and that you were 
active in hostility to the emperor's wishes. I would 
be telling a lie, for I know that many of you large 
land-holders saw your own servants starving to 
death and were unable to provide for them. 22. But 
this complaint I would have no compunction in 
making: we failed to make our willingness rise above 
our circumstances. Let me explain. It is possible, 
gentlemen, for inability and willingness to go hand 
in hand. One and the same person may actually be 
incapable of performing the service enjoined upon 
him, and yet do so in spirit, by his willing concurrence, 
by his joy at hope revealed and his dejection at the 
unfortunate outcome of the matter. 23. We have 
given no such indication. We made no secret of the 
fact that we resented the law, and though we com
plied with the letter, our service was a grudging one. 
In what we actually did we undertook the burdenss 

but with no approval for the policy. I expected you 
to join the emperor in your enthusiasm for this 
settlement, to arunire his spirit, even ifit were not the 

(I OJ. Jul. Muop. 368 c: 1Ta.VTCI. yl;U" 1TaVTo. 1TOAAOV. Lib. 
Or. 1. 126, 18. 19.5, Amm. ~1aic. 22. 14. 11f. Petit, Liba-nius 
et lo. 'Vie municipo.le aA.ntioche, pp. 109 if. 
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LIBANIUS 

\ (,. 1'.... ! .1,' ,/. \ , 8
'TO pq.a'TOV Q/1T'11V, WS 'f'VX'r/V 'TE 'f£l\av PW1TOV 
''/'' If I" I Q 8.... ~ I

Ep.'f'aVL':,ovuav Ka£ 'T'fJ 1T€/ItCf ,..0'T] ovuav1 oE£VOV
( , l r I (1\ ,/. ,.. r ~ I I

'T]YOVP.EV7JV E O£ p.EV WS p.aI\L(]'Ta 'TPV'fqJEV, O£ OE 
"', ,,~,. 4;) ,.. I...,,,

TWV avaYKat.wv Evoens O£aTEI\O£EV, KaL T7JS ayopas F 170
• 8' (... , 't '" , IIa'll OVU7JS opav P.OVOV EsE£'T] TOtS 7TEVE(]'TEPOLS Tas 

A , I ", Cl4 " ,,~
TWV EV1TOPOVVTWV a1TOl\avuE£S. N. TaVTa EOE£ 

R 493 ¢pOVEtV Kat y~a8aL ¢aVEpovs OV I Tip Koi\c(uaViL 
\ I ,/.. I 1\\1 A " ,

Tas TLp.as P.EP.'f'OP.EVOVS, at\I\a TOtS OVK aVEX0p.EVOLS ,/.... f, \ I 'I ... 
UW'fpoV1)ua£ Ka7T'T]I\OtS. KaL yap H TO 7Tpayp.a 

~ I ~,\ "'8 ... Q \' ., " p.'T]O€v p.at\I\OV 'T]KOI\OV €£ TOtS ,..,OVI\'T]p.auw, 0.1\1\ 
t" , ... 'l:.' ,~... ,,, l ~ I
VP.EIS "IE EV TO£S Evsap.EVO£S EoOKEt'T a'll E vaL P.'T]OEV 
, ... ""Q \1 , " I

aVTL7TEUE£V T(J ,..,aatl\€WS yvwp.T/. OVTW Kat uTpa
" ~,/.., ""... " T£WTa£ o£a'f'Evyova£v a£'Ttav, OTav TOV aTpa'T'T]YOU 

\ ,~ A J/I f I , 'A ,.. 

1TpOS 'TO OOKOVV a7TOpov 'T]yOVP.EVOV T7JV aVTOV TOV 
__ \ " , 1\ " \ 

7TapaKaAOVVTOS p.£p.'T]aap.EVO£ TOI\p.av O('WVTa£ P.EV 
~ " " ~ , ,. 8' ~I ...
(JE£V xwp'T]aa£ OLa 7TaVTOS, a7TOKpova EVTES OE TqJ 

, ... ...,\ -' \ '" Cl5 t ... ~ \WI] TVXEW TOV TEI\OVS aAywaw. N. 'T]P.EtS oE
'" \' '8 If'TO£OVTOV 1\0"10'11 YEVEU aL UVVExwp'T]uap.EV WS EV 

\ ",/..' ''/'8' (' '8'" 2P.EV TaLS 'f'EpovaaLS a'f' OVLav 'T]p.EpaLS a vp.o£p.€/I, 
.... , ~ \ '" " f , r t,\,'TTl U7TaV€t (JE TWV WVLWV EopTa':;,o£p.EV, WS EI\EYXO

I " .... ~I' .... ~I
P.EVOL P.EV EKELVqJ, VLKWVTES 01£ TOVTqJ. XfY17V (JE 

1 '''' .... 0 \' (\ .... Q " EKEWOV yEyEV1)U 0.£ TO'll 1\0"10'11 WS T'T]V TOV ,..aU£I\EWS 
t Q 1\ \ \ , " \ I' 3 ,

V7TEp,..,al\l\op.EV I\U'ii''T]V,. OTt p.'T] KaL EK TOV
A 

7TapOVTOS, 

TWV TLP.WV P.I.TPOV p.lvEL TO axiip.a Tfjs ayopns. I 
R 494 ~6. 'Ep.ot TaiJTa aVvo£u8a; I ¢~aE£Ev a'll Ev- F 171 .,,! 

·_1' 

Q\ 'U If ",. Itl
,..OVI\OS ava1T'T)u,/aas Kat 0 P.ET EKEWOV Kat 0 j' 

i fXj.(]TOI' Re. (MSS.): 8pa!1'T7fp,ov F. 'I: 
2 d8UfW'iJ.'EI' F. (UV; 1M corrected): dOUJ.'OVJ.'EI' Re. (other ; 
MSS.).;~ 

3 L n" ("D'" ",~ro",,,,+ vn. .l_l 1<' {\T. T her",... "",.,......Hrm \ ."
1:1{ J, ..."'. \JY.lOO* \..rA....."'l'''' ,~,. '<11"..r... \" , ..... ...., .. ..........".'" "'"'v • ...,."'/. 
ill ' •• ' 

tl Julian (Misop. 369 cd) accuses the wealthy decurions 
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ORATION XVI, 23-26 


easiest situation to deal with, as an indication of his 
humane character and relief to the poor, for it would 
be, he thought, a scandal for some to live soft while 
others stayed without the necessities of life, and for 
the market to boom while the poorer clasess could 
see only the luxuries of the rich. 24. That should have 
been our attitude. We should have shown our dis
approval not of him who brought the prices down but 
of the merchants who would not brook constraint.a 

In fact, even if matters did not proceed in line 'with 
your wishes, at any rate it would be clear that you 
were of that section that desired no collision with the 
emperor's will. It is in this way that soldiers, too, 
escape blame, when their commander leads them on 
some forlorn hope and they follow his resolute 
example as he urges them on: they think they should 

.	go through thick and thin, and if they fail, they are 
grieved at not reaching their objective. 25. We 
however have acquiesced in the growth of the story 
of our disappointment at a time of plenty and of our 
delight in a dearth of supplies, regarding the first 
as detrimental to us, the second as advantageous. 
The story should have been of our annoyance sur
passing that of the emperor, because the market is 
deteriorating even following the present limitation of 
prices. 

26. " Are you attributing anything like that to 
me? " Eubulus II may jump up and say, and a second, 

of Antioch, not the retailers, of engaging in black-market 
operations. 

& Princi1)alis of Antioch, attacked by the mob in the riots 
of A.D. 354 (Amm. Marc. 14. 7. 6, Lib. Or. 1. 103) and a 
determined opponent of Libanius (Or. 1. 116, 156, 163). 
~is ~denti:fic.ation ,!,ith the profess~on~L ri~a~ ?f},i~~ni,: 
nas Deen vlgoroUSlY al'gueo.: 'V • .:::Ieel.:K., D.J.J.h.\7. 011 11. 
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, \ t' ,"""" , " TpLTOS Kat 0 T€TapTOS Ka£ TWV a/\/lWV €KaO'TOS. 
'" ", '1\ f... '.a \ tt " OVK €ywy€. l7al\at yap av VJLW €XUPOS 7]V, E£ '1'£ ... ,,~ J, \' .~, , 8''1\ "" t

TOtOVTOV l10€W' a/\/l OVa av €K€tVO l7€tO' €£7]V WS 

• 'I: J.. ' ''''0' J.. \ \ •AOVK €~ E'f'OtT7]O'€V EVTEV €V a'f'0pJL7] TO JL£O'os €1TL
, \' f1 \' {)' , ... 

O'7TWJ.tEV7J. Kat l7ap O'TWV JLEV avupWl7WV ayvow, 

7T€ptTpExovO'av DE: TOtaU'1'7]v oo,av iJO'OoJL7]v, 27. 
"" J..~ \ \" '\ f '" Q \ ,"'VKO,+"",VTOV yap TO EP'YOV. 17al\tV 'T} TOV ,.,aO'tl\EWs 
, \ , fA' \" J..' ,'\

ap€'1'7] Tav'1'7]V 7]JLtV al7OKI\€t€t '1'7]V KaTa'f'vy'T}V. al\
, , \ '1\ f I '(J \ 't '8 ,.. ~ \
I\OS JLEV yap Kav Vl77]X 7] Kat E~7]l7a'1'7] 7], TOVTOV DE 

Kav TarS D{KaL~ OPW~€V OUX £AKOJLEVOV {mo TWV ~EV-
'>" '\\\' ... , \ ...
OOJL€VWV; al\l\a 17aVTa 17aToVVTa Kat KaTaKI\WVTa 
J.. "(J' J..'\ t, ,'f'€VaKtO'JLov Kat Ka a17Ep 'f'al\a'Yjla p7]jlVVVTa Tas 

Iff" )' , \ 1\ (j' ,
7Tapaywyas, EWS av €17 aVTo TUI\7] €S 170PEVOJL€

'J.. ' VOS a'f'£K7]Tat. 
Cl8 'A' \. ,~ , "'" I .A , \

'" • JV\I\ Et OOKE£, T7JV ayopav €WJLEV Kat 17aVTWV
" I \ , " t ~, ... 'I'R 495 aEpwv Ta E'YKI\7]JLaTa. o£ oE KaKWS OUTOt yv-

I " I \ ~~ ,
JLVOVJLEVO£ Ka£ KaKLOV TPEXOVT€S Kat O(OWKOTES 

t "''''>' "" ... \ I ""'8 '\ ,aVTO£S aOEtaV TOV KaKWS I\€'YEW ov av E €I\WO'L, Kat 
" a ~'" " JL7]O av KaT \ \ " J..(J I . ~ , ,a/\/l7]l\wv 'f' €'YjI0JLEVOt otKa£ws a17

fi;\(Jov a(jtro£, TaVTa KaTaXEaVT€S TOV aw~povEaTd-
, ... I \ I J.. ' " TOV Kat OLKatOTaTOV Kat 'f'POVtJLWTaTOV, 170T€P F 172 .\ 

" 
aJLEJLl7ToV 

t.....
7]JLLV 

" 
E170LOVV 

,
'T7]v 

1\
170l\W 

"t\
7] 

I
TOVTWV 

t
OtS 

1TL"€Tat vvv agtav; 29. Kat JL~ VOJLL'€TE 17Ept Tfjs 
t ... ~/t. ...... I \ ... " ...,

aVTOV ao!:, 7]S a€aOtKOTa xal\E17WS EXEW TOlS Etp7]
, I ...... (j' \ \ 8'

JL€VOts, JL7]7TOT€ ToaoUTOV avV7J Et.7] Tavn Ta Ka ap
'\ ,,/ ...,/ ,

fLaTa, UI\I\U TO nvas TWV apX0J-LEVWV ToaaV'T7]S 

(Acacius), Forster, vol. 10, pp. 760 f., Petit, Etudi.ants de 
IAbanius, pp. 74, 94, Wolf, Vom Schulw8sen der Spdtantik8. 
pp. 93 f. 

a Cf. Or. 18. 189 tr., Amm. Marc. 22. 10. 
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a third, a fourth and an the rest after him. Not I. I 
would have been at daggers drawn with you long 
ago if I had known of anything like that. But I am 
not convinced either that from this source there did 
not arise some consideration that attracted this 
unpopularity to you. Who was responsible, I do not 
know, but this much I did see, that such an opinion 
was widely accepted. 27." Yes. That was due to 
slander." Once again our emperor's goodness pre
vents us from having recourse to such an excuse. 
Any other man indeed might be deceived and led by 
the nose, but we see that even in the courts of law 
he is not taken in by lies, but that he spurns and cuts 
short all deceit and breaks through the array of hum
bug until he makes his way to the real truth.l1 

28. Then, ifyou please, let us put aside the question 
of the market and those complaints about all the 
vagaries of the weather. But some rascals here, 
whose practice is bad and performance worse, have 
granted themselves the licence of abusing absolutely 
anyone and have besmirched our wise, just and noble 
emperor with abuse that they would not have de
served to get away with, even if made against each 
other.b Now, have they brought no reproach upon 
the city or have they made her deserving of her 
present plight? 29. And do not consider his dis
pleasure at these remarks to be due to his fear for his 
own reputation. I trust that this riff'-raff will never 
be able to achieve so much. What has upset him is 

b Of Amm. Marc. 28. 1. /): after the deaths of Felix and 
.Tulianus, the mob salutes him H Feli..'lC IuHanua Augustus" : 
ibid. 22. 14. g: U Cercops, victimarius." The religions struggle 
forms the background of many of these lampoons: cf. 
ftfisop. 357 a ff.-the Chi and the Kappa (Christ and Con
stantius) are proclaimed as preferable to him. 
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LIBANIUS 

YEp,Erv a.aEAyEtas Ka~ p,~TE t/>opEia8at TOAp,O:V TEl 

, Q \ I ( _. I:' I " ~'" , '" I \ 
EV l"aatl\EtCf PffO£WS 0 p''fjO av EV O'fjp,OKpa7'£C[- Kat 

I \ I ,.. J. I 'l: I I 

Taum 7T1\E£OV£ TOV avp,'fEpOVTOS EsOVatc[- XPWp'EV'[J I 


,.., II "\'8 I , I 1d0
TOVT EaTW 0 TYJV a vp,tav Ep,7TE7TOt'fjKE. v, 

1 l' t 1 ~,.... 1\ J. I I
TOtOVTWV ovv q.ap,aTWV ota TYJS 7TOI\EWS 'fEpOp,EVWV 

I ) ,(JIf' , ) ,(J I 1 \() \ ,
R 496 T£S' ave,.,0'fjaEv WS' e7T aaE,.,E£C[-; TtS' 7TpoaEI\ wv E

I l: I \ ~/) \ I I l' \ 
7TaTasE; 7'£S' T7Jv KapotaV E7TI\'fjy'fj; 7'£5' E£7TE 7TpOS' 

TOV 7TA'fja{ov' OU KWAvaop,EV; ou aVAATjifiop,E8a; 
, ~I ') ,.. II I t 

ov o'fjaop,Ev; OVK a7ToKTEvOVp,EV; E7TpE7TE yap, o£
, \ t If t,.. ~\ f " 


p,at, TOV p'EV 1javXal;,E£V. 1jp,as oE EWat TOVS a7T
A '~I \ \ ) A ff , \ 

a£Tovvras T7JV otK'fjV, Kat 7TptV EKEWOV TjTtS Ea7'£V 

~ {3Aaat/>Tjp,ta p,a()Eiv, TOVS v{3p£aTdS a.7ToAwAEVat. 
Ql '0 \ I J.,... I l' I ,,, \ ~ \ 
v. I\£yo£, 'fIJaw, Tjaav TWES, OVKOVV Kat ota 
,.. \ I () ,.. <t " \ I " ,..

TOVTO KEKOl\aa at XPTjV, OTt a 7TI\EtVVES OVTES TWV 
\ ,.. ,~, fI " " , 1\ ,.. ,
1\0t7TWV OVo OVTWS av E£KOTWS' ETOI\p,WV, TaVT 
" ''>'' >I • ,.. ,II IOVTES OVOE E£Koa£ 7TapowoVVTES OVK WKVOVV. 


QCl 'A\\' J."'\ 1 .,. II \ 

VN, .tl.I\l\a 'favI\O£ TWES Tjaav, a7TOpOt Ka£ KaK- F 173 

,.. \ {3 \\ 1 , II ~ 
ovpyot Kat al\l\aVTtOTOp,Ot. OEVTEpav avaYKTJv 

II ,.. ~,.. " ~ 1 () " \Hp'fjKas TOV OEtV aVTOVS OtEa7TaO' at, E£ TO. p'EV 
,~ I 1\ \ ~ \ , J.'" 

aO£KTJp,aTa p,eyal\a Ka£ OEwa Kat 7TEpt'faV1J, 7Tap

R 497 atTTja£s I Of.ouoap,o()Ev. 
QId .... 1 J. 1 l' r 8 I , ,.. ( 
va• .!:!.EVOt, 'f'fjaw, 'fjaav Ot EOVTES. OVKOVV Ot 

\ ""'\ , ~ 1 r,.. '" \ ..' Ip'EV o£s €l\EyOV TjotKOVV, 'fjp'EtS OE OtS E7TETPE7TOp,EV. 
H ~\ I ,.. ~,.. \ \ \,.. , 
taov OE ytVETat TlfJ opav TO 7TapOV KWI\Vaa£ p,Tj 
().- ... ) ..~IJ~.......... Ka~ ~~, ;~". -~,.." _...~.JO .,z""IlY~""'1.nt:- A

fJUUI\'lIV·IIVU.~1 ~ lJ~ WV I.!> vv~ vl'f"';,vt'""O'v" TOLS 
,~ I J. I ,...'" I , I I 

'fj0tKTjKOat 'fatVETa£ TYJS aotKtas E7TatVETTjS ytYVE-

Ta.£, 34, 1/AvOp(.I)7T€; <I>otVt, El Kat 7TO"t) Ean 0'0£; 

1 7'E VI (conj. Re. Animadv.): O( F. (other M88.), 

230 



ORATION XVI, 29-34 


that some of his subjects should be so filled with 
insubordination and so disrespectful, and should not 
scruple to attempt under his imperial constitution 
what they would never dare do even in a democracy 
that enjoys a greater licence than is good for it. 30. 
So, when such lampoons were circulated in our city, 
who protested as if against impiety? Who went and 
administered a thrashing? Who felt any personal 
grief? Who said to his neighbour, " Come on! Let's 
stop them, arrest them, imprison them, execute them"? 
He, surely, should not have been called upon to act. 
We should have been the ones to demand their pun
ishment, and such insolent scoundrels should have 
been executed before ever he learned of their enor
mities~ 

31. " But," it is objected, " they were only a hand
ful." Then all the more reason for punishing them, 
for though not a score in number, they did not shrink 
from hooliganism such as they would never lightly 
venture upon even if they outnumbered the rest. 

32. "But they were rascals, beggars, criminals, 
cut-purses." You have given another reason why 
this clique should have been broken up, if their mis
conduct was serious and substantial, clearly observed 
and inexcusable. 

33. " Those ~ho chased around with these stories 
were not citizens of ours," I am told. Then their 
misconduct was in what they said, ours in what we 
permitted. If you can prevent anything and yet 
refuse to do so, it is tantamount to doing it: if you 
show no ane-er at wrone--doers, vou therebv approve of 
their wrong-doing. 34. We should have" to'Ia. them, 
" Look here, my man. You're a Phoenician, aren't 
..... _". ';) Un.'It'~ ""'1"'10'" 1\ hl"'loY"r'\~ ....n. no".fort. ~ Th.o.91 ,.,.1'\. ...ho....o. nn,1
) VU Ii .L.l.GY \:.i ] VU Q. "VIJ,.l\"';' 1JV 5V \IV. ... .............. 5V 1J.......... .L ..... au.\,.I. 
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1\ " '" ,/" 1 l~' I ~, ,
/-LaI\UJ'Ta /-LtV KaKEt. UWyJPOV€t, E£ oE OV ovvaua" f.LTJ 

, "" 1/ '\' 1\ " 1Tavaa£o voawv O'KO' Ka, T7JV aafl\')If£'av ovo/La
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" # \ \', \ IO 0 ",I 
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1 ~' ~v F, (VV3t8~): 8' OQV Re. (other MSS.). 

a This lampooning of Julian seems to have taken place 
at the Saturnalia-hence the reference to the . licence then 
granted to siaves-or at the New Year festival, when a 
similar practice occurred (Or. 9. 11). 
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ORATION X,V1, 34-87 


behave yourself. Ifyou can't, then carry on with your 
lunacy at home and call your disgusting behaviour a 
high day and holiday. We are here unused to making 
such remarks or listening to them. Oh! so you want 
to show your paces here, do you? Then you'll pay 
for it with your life. Don't you get our city com
munity mixed up in your misdeeds! " 

85. What shall we say? What reason could we ever 
give for not having done any of this? I shall be told, 
" We were afraid that, if we sought to put a stop to 
something that was accepted religious practice, we 
should be blamed for abolishing the holiday." Well, 
we should have assured ourselves that it was holiday 
making for such unrestrained buffoonery to be aimed 
at the sacred person of our emperor. 86. I agree that 
some ridicule is part of some holidays, but it is light
hearted, easily borne and not uttered from unbridled 
mouths, for it is not directed against their equals, 
and so it sQothes its bitterness. But ifmy slaves were 
allowed to scrape together an the insults men can 
lay their tongues to and abuse me without restraint, 
using the holiday as their excuse, I would never 
have acknowledged the gods who enjoy such atten
tions.a 

87. Hence men who had any regard for their city 
should have done away with this sort of thing long 
ago, and they should not have ignored the insults 
offered even to the sluggard Constantius. b They 
should consider that, however weak an emperor's 
character, his position at least deserves respect. And 
if this consideration might not unreasonablv be ig
nored along with the re~, yet when there sU'cceed~d 

b Such as ha.ppened a.t Edessa, also at holiday time: 01'. 
19.48,20.27. 
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JI ,\ ~I I ,.,. " S
EpyOV ov Ta utKata 7TOtOV(]'1]S. Tt OVV i. Ea(]Op,-EV, 
II \ £1""" f \ "'"A A

W(]7TEP KaKOt vaVTa£, KpaT'1]U'1]va£ rYJV vavv V7TO TOV 
"''' 1 , I ... \ IC;
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\ 1\ , r I \ t... , .J.
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! l8Lwv F. (VB, I corrected): fl3w;? other MSS. 
Z EctaOf.£€JI F., Re. (P: inserted after vo.Vrcu I): 8pdl1Of.£(v 

other :&ISS. 

CI Of. Piat. Rep. 431 En. 
b Argyrius the elder, principalis of Antioch. Richtsteig 
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ORATION XVI, 37-40 


to the throne one who surpassed all men throughout 
the world, they should not belittle those qualities 
that required good behaviour of them. Rather, 
before ever the occasion offered, in fearful anticipa
tion they should have done away with such insults : 
that failing, their feelings should have been altered 
by the very enormity of it. 38. In short, there should 
have been a notable change of attitude. The city 
should have acquired a better concord,a as when a 
lyre comes to the hand of an expert, and this concord 
should have extended over the whole scale of our 
activities both public and private, and the character 
and conduct of men, women and children. 

89. However, it has been shown that this resent
ment arose originally from our stupidity and that it 

. increased 	as it went on. I concede, if you like, 
that it is a piece of undeserved bad luck. But what 
then? Are we, like incompetent sailors, going to 
allow the ship of state to founder in the storm, or shall 
we devise some protection to act as a bulwark against 
the waves? Such is my opinion and this is the in
tention of my present speech, to help out city in its 
distress. All the reproofs I have administered have 
this one end in view. 

40. What, then, is the cure? Let us show our
selves to be really sorry and really grieved. Let us 
present our plea sorrowfully and decorously. In fact 
it is one of the charges against us that we display 
more arrogance than we should and that nothing can 
alarm our city. And please don't let Argyrius b 

(JC'K".c~+~~ T":hnNl~lIld ..:rl"\l 1e) {;nrlAV\ n 1A.\ ~nA PA+;+ T.dhnlH':'UD 
, .... VJ,.;r"",... , ..... I<V'-4',.PtNVt .. v ....... - \ ....... -...,~/'.t" "'-~I _ ......_ ... """ ... ,,' .LooIIVV_'.""",'" 


et la vie municipale, p. I~O et al., confuse him with his grand
son of the same name. Petit combines this reference with 
Or. 15. ~3 to present him as epistates of the bakers: on 
which c/. J.R.S. 47 (1957). p. 2~f9. 
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ORATION XVI, 40-43 


believe his own dejection to be excuse enough. 
Rather let us make the town assume an air of com
mon distress and let a whole city imitate a household 
in its grief. ·41. Let us shut our theatre for a short 
time, and ask the dancers and actors here to let our 
neighbours too share the blessings they provide and 
leave us to pass the summer without amusements. 
Let us reduce the number of chariot races.a Make 
them six instead of sixteen. This extravagant light
ing, this indication of idle luxury, that hangs over the 
entrances to our baths-let us make it a fraction of 
what it is now.v Let us pass sentence on ourselves, 
lest the emperor do it for us. Let us volunteer for 
punishment, lest we should willy-nilly suffer a worse, 
and let us prevent his verdict by our own. 42. Even 
if the devotees of the theatre complain, let us induce 
them to recognize the seriousness of the situation, 
and let no account be taken of those who disapprove. 
I t would be disastrous to favour them to the detri
ment of the whole community, and to think more of 
humouring those who confessedly cannot endure an 
existence without their stage idols than of appeasing 
the emperor's wrath. 43. For if we are in fact afraid 
of riots, the emperor has this complaint to make 
against the coun(.11, that we are so inefficient in the 
administration of the city that the better sort have 
to follow the lead of the masses and must provide 
entertainment for the mob, or else be killed on the 
spot. We certainly do think that there are far too 
many people craving for dancing shows in time of 

• /I These suggestions are deliberate ada.ptations of the 
Muopo!Jon: the theatre (343 d if.). the reduction of the 
horse races to six (340 a). . 

~ The street lighting in Antioch was famous and unique: 
Cit Amm. Marc. 14. 1. 9, Lib. Or. 11. ~67. ~~. 6, 33. 35 f. 
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(l A professional claque, hired to promote applause for 
theatrical performers, began to turn its attention to political 
and religious matters in the later 4th century, the most 
notable occasion being that of the riots in .A.D. 387; af. 
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ORATION XVI, 48-46 


famine. But they are composed of those who have 
made their money from gambling, and there are 
precious few of them, and mostly outsiders, at that.a 

We can exercise the right of expulsion against them, 
if they become too big for their boots. 44. So I am 
sure they will all retire before your resolve, but for 
all that, if any disturbance occurs such a threat will 
be the salvation of the city, for it will be worth while 
for the emperor to hear from those who travel 
up-country from here that the authorities in Antioch 
are trying to bring stable order to the city, though 
the commons opposes them and thinks it proper to 
live in luxury or to riot. 

45. If anyone believes that my suggestion of a 
change of attitude, without any obvious fear to 
demand it, involves an evil precedent, he may 
perhaps be justified in his qualms. Yet when such 
great seething anger has been roused, with all the re
sults that we can expect to ensue, we may perhaps, if 
we ourselves curtail our pleasures, satisfy the spirit 
that is harrying us. If the city is set on a fair course, 
we shall not involve it in any trouble, and if it runs 
adrift, we shall stabilize it. 46. And, gentlemen, 
stabilized it will be, if-and this is the crux of my 
remarks, not disagreeable to most people, though 
difficult for some II-if it wins its cause and its respect. 
You can be quite sure of one thing: it is not by 
prostrating yourselves on the ground, not by pleading 
with olive branches, not by presenting crowns, 
protestations, embassies, nor by sending an expert 
Browning, j.B.S. 42 (19.52), pp. 18 ft., The riot of A.D.U 

887 in Antioch." The present demonstrations against Julian 
are an early example of this development.

• The Christia.ns among the Antiochene decurions, The 
pagans are addressed in §50 below. 
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Tfj VE6TT)Tt 1TE1TpaKWS Kat Ota. TWV <iAAwv ~AtKtWv 
-1..\1 \ I
,/"Vl\a"TO£ T1}V voaov. 

R 503 48. Kat Tt Oe't /LaKpoAoYE'tV; I vVV yap -u/L'tv 
aiP€CJ£s ~ /LtaOV/LEvOts1 OtaTEAELV ~ omAfj KEpo8.va£ 

I ..... ".. I, \ \
TO Tl TOV KpaToVVTOS KT1)aap.EVo£s EVP.EVES Kat 

..... \ II \, \ JI , 

yvovat TOVS OVTWS TOV ovpavov ExovraS. p.ovo£ 
ya.p VlkELS EV ois xapl.ltaOE KEpoaVEtTE Kat. ax-ryp.a 
",,~I >J " ... \ Q I "0otoOVTWV EXOVTES Epyct' TWV l\a/LtJavovrwv eala E. 
49. dAN ovoEis vp.as /LETaa-nJaEt Aoyos, oloa, Kal 

1 f.l.taovp.€lIo~s: F.; P.LOOllP.€1I01lS Re. (MSS.). 

/I Libanius himself. 
b It is commonplace that the poets, Homer and Hesiod 

in particular. provide the foundations for the Hellenic 
education and religion. but the special reference here is 
to Julian's account of his own boyhood education under his 
pedagogue Mardonius (Misop. 852 be). 

o On the tensions between the Hellenic and the Christian 
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ORATION XVI, 46-49 


orator a that you will assuage his wrath, unless you 
stop your present nonsense and surrender your city 
to Zeus and the other gods. Homer and Hesiod b 

instructed you about them in earliest childhood, long 
before the emperor did. 47. You expect to be 
admired for your educational system, and you call 
epic poetry part of it, and yet on the matters of prime 
importance you employ other teachers: you turn 
your backs upon instruction when the road lies open 
to it, though when it was barred you should have been 
loud in your laments. c So, whenever there is any 
mention of Plato and Pythagoras, you put forward 
the excuse of your mother, your wife, your house
keeper, your cook, and your lasting trust in doctrines 
like theirs, and you have no qualms about the qualms 
that such doctrines inspire, but you follow the lead 
of those you should command: your prolonged 
perverseness you regard as the strongest reason for 
its continuance, just as if, after prostituting yourself 
in youth, you were to maintain the vice for all the 
rest of your life.a 

48. And what need is there for me to dwell on this? 
Now you have the choice either to continue as the 
objects of rus resentment or to double your profit 
by gaining the good will of the emperor and by 
recognizing the true gods in heaven. For you alone 
will win profit by the favours you give, and though at 
first sight the givers, you will in reality be gainers. 
49. But no reasoned argument will cause you to 

systems ofeducation at this time, openly displayed in Julian's 
ban on Christian professors (E.L.F. No. 61), cj. Festugiere! 
Antioche, pp. 91 if" 211 if. 

4 Adapts Misop. 856 b fT., 368 a fT., where the decurions 
of Antioch are criticized for conniving at the proselytizing 
activities of their womenfolk. 
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~ I ~ 1 fI I 1\\ 1 
ota TOVTO (]1)VET€fLOV, tVa fL'f) T'f}val\l\ws fL'f}KVVOLfLL. 
'\V fI f 1 '1\ l' \ '1' \ ~ I I Q \ I

0.1\1\ 07TWS J 'f}VLKa av E')I'}'VS 1J TO. o€wa KaL paULMVS 
I TI' f \ I ,y I IfLETa Epuas WS 7Tol\€fLLaV fLETaXELpL':,'f}TaL T'f}V 7TO

\ I ,,{\... II I .I.. 1 ,
I\LV, fL'f} p,0L 7TEpLUTaVTf.S OOVPf.LUUE 't'auKOVTES KaLpov 
~Kf.W 'TWV A6ywv. div ya.p mho, KaTa~pOVEr'TE,3 7TWS
" , 'c 1 ",~, {Jav 'TOVTOUS ac,.LoL'f}TE 7Tap EKEWc.p ovvauuaL;

\ t' I \ , t' "8 1r 'A50• TIpos of. 'TOVS aOLKELU at VOfLL~OVTas, EL 'TWV
"\ \ , ~ " \ 0 " II 1

TE al\l\wv at'TLWV OU fLE'Tf.XOVTES Kat EOtS 17VOVTES 
I " , Q 1 I JI\ \ f , 4 r

fLE'Ta 'TWV aUEpoVVTWV 'TE Kat 'Tal\l\a U1ratTLWV ....'f}
0 1'\ , ,... \ , ,- \1 \' I 

fLUJ) €Lew, EfLaVTOU fLElI OVK EpW 1\0YOll, 'TOll EKE'
t'l I " I I 'I {\ It ...

VOU oE 7TPOS EfLE. KaL yap au'TOS OLrJPOVV vfLaS ! 
, \ 1 I I " ,.. t'l (\ 1/., I

a7Tol\oyoUfLEVOS 7TPOS av'Tov, 'Tep oE EV E7TOS 'f}PKEt F 180 :j 

'Toii -r1J1I oa~lI'Y)lI ?Tapa. 'TWlI Mouuwv AapoVTos.' 
~ ~ I \ I ' , ,," 0 1 .,
OLoOUS yap E val. 'Twas ou 7TOVYJPOVS OUK Eta aVfLa-J 
~ELV El fLE'Td. 'TWV KaKwlI a7ToAoDVTaL. 7ToAAaKL ~ 
yap <P'f}UL Kat UVfL7Taua 7ToAtS KaKoiJ alloptis J 
a7T'f}Vpa. 51. Kall'Taii8a OVK Jvfjv aVatUXVVTE£lI .~ 

R 504 oV-rw 7TCfAaL 'ToiJ 7TpaYfLa'TOS I €XOVTOS. Tis yap ot)K ~I· 
OlOEV 07TWS fLEV aV'f)AdJO'f} 'Tep AOtfLep 'TWlI 'Axat- " 
... f \ ~ I I I t 1 f' .'A wv 0 UTpa'TOS oLa 'T'f}V yafL€fLlIovOS ap,apT£av, ota . 
~I 1/ 0 ' \ , \:' ~ I A"
OE f.7fa ov a7T07TM,OV'T€S otKaO€ oLa T'f}V tav'TOS 
.~, "AO" 

II 

\ ... n 
\ 

\ ' ,aoLKLav; OUK 'f}vaLOL fL€lI 7'7]S EPLKI\EOVS EtS
\ M 'I; tlR" ... \ ~ ITOVS €yapEas VpPEWS E'TUmV KOLV(j 7'7]V Ol.K'f}V, 

1 ;, om. Re. (:uss. except V, P corrected). 
2 OOtJP£LC18f Cobet: OOOp£uOIE UIMo: oMPTlu8£ F. (other 

MSS. ). 
3 Ka7'aq,pOv€'iT£ F. (V): Ka7'acPpollot7jT£ Re. (other MSS.) • 
.. wam'wII F., conj. Re., Cobet: 1TotOUvrWII P: w,' ath-wII 

MSS. except p, I corrected: 1TOt0l5117'WII {m' ath-wII Re. (I). 
5 M£"afl1as 1<'.: ijpwas Re. (MSS.). 

G Hesiod: rl. Theog. 30. 

b Hesiod, Works and Days, 240: c/. Or. 14.31. 

c Schol. PIB: <> AOKPOS Aias EV 7'ep 7fjs •A8'Y/llos lIacp rqv 
 I 

.'.. 
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ORATION XVI, 49-51 


change your attitude, I am sure: it is for this reason 
that I am brief, so as not to waste my breath to no 
purpose. But take care that, when disaster draws 
near and the emperor, after dealing with the 
Persians, treats the city as his foe, you do not come 
around me with your complaints and tell me that the 
time for my eloquence has come, for when you your H 

selves despise it, how can you expect it to have any 
influence upon him? 

50. To those of you who feel that they are harshly 
treated in that, though not involved in the rest of 
the charges and though they sacrifice to the gods, 
they too are punished along with the impious and 
those guilty of other offences, to them I will answer 
not with my own argument but with the one he put 
to me. For I too tried to draw a distinction between 
you in the defence I presented to him, but one line 
from the poet who won his crown of laurel from the 
Muses<l was enough for him. He admitted that there 
were some who were not disaffected, but said that it 
was no cause for surprise that they too would suffer 
along with the wicked, for, said he, .. often a whole 
city even has been punished for one wicked man."b 
51. Here again, it was impossible to brazen it out, for 
this is as old as the hills. Everyone knows how the 
Achaean host was smitten by plague because of 
Agamemnon's sin, and how they suffered on their 
journey home because of the crime of Ajax. c The 
Athenians as a community were punished for 
Pericles' intransigence over Megara.d The Thebans 

Kamlll8pO:II €~8(~pev, J8el' 'A81)I'{i opr~a8e'iaa. /(otv[j TOOS "E1\AJIIO:S 
'.I. " I • ~ " I \1 •eTtlLWP"aaTO 1TIIfftJp.aa, o.T01TatS E"/(oOvaQ TOtrravS' 1T1\~Ovro.S' at/( E". 

/I OJ. Aristopb. Peace, 606 ff,. a joke that was later vested 
with authority; cf. Diod. Sic. 12. 40. 
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... t'\ "J.. "~ , .... ".

7"aV7"a OV f.a't'a7"7"EV OVK ELOO7"OS; 7"OV7"OV OW 
fA \ "", I \ I 

opWV 7Tapa 7"OLS KpEL7"7"Oat KEKpa7"ljK07"a 7"OV VOjLOV 
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'\' '\' \ I R \ 1 \"

7TOI\V 7TI\ELOVWV 7"OVS XPlja7"OVS; fJOVI\OLjLljV jLEV av, 
, '>'\ , " 

S
7TLa7"EVELV OE OVK EXW. 


CI liE ,. >I '>' f3 \ \ f3\
I ,
"-. ws ow E7"t aLa atVf.t 7T07"ajLOVS Kat I\E7TEt
\ \ ... IT ... \' , \ 

7TpOS 7"1jV 7"WV Epawv aVVaa7"EtaV KaL aK07TEL 
A 

\ I .... 'f3 \.... \ A \, \...., F
7TEpL 7"1jS ELa Ol\ljS KaL 7TOV Kat 7T07"E Kat 7TWS E7TL~ 181 

'" \' , fA' \BOL7"O 7"OIS 7TOI\EjLtDtS J 7TOLljaWjLEV ljjLas av7"OVS Ka M 

\ \ , e \ 'B' f ,f ,
I\OVS Kaya OVS' KaL Ka a7TEp 01" ljjLE7"EpOL 7TPOYOVOL 

rijs 7ToMf]s 7"pv4>fJs a7TaMaylV7"ES Els 7"0 jLhPLOV 
1 ., \ f A '\\ '\ \ 1 

jLE7"Ea7"'1jaav J OV7"W Kat ljjLEtS al\l\ljI\OVS 7TapaKaI\E~ 
, \ \ A" 'A 1\ '" 't.aaV7"ES 7"'1jV jLEV VVV ovaav 7TEpL 7"1jS 7TOI\EWS DOb av 

€Kf3dAWjLEVJ cpaVWjLEV OE: agLoL paaLAEt rijs 7TPO

, '\'~ 5CJ ' A " '\ ,7"€pas EI\7T£OOS. a. €KEWOS lpE7"O jLal\£a7"a 7"av7"1jv 

f... '1 \ \ "\ \ ' '.1.
EaV7"lp aVYXOpEVaELV Kat 7"as al\l\as a7TOKpV'j'EW 

" \... '<;' ,,, 2' , " e
EVVOLq. KaL 7"1jS 7Ta7"pLOOS av7"'1jS OtK€tD7"EpaV EaEa aL 

13 '\\ ,,, \ B' f' f 'Y
Kat Kal\l\OS aVT(J Kat 7Tpoa ljKas E7"Epas E7"OLjLa':,wv 
, I ,.. ~\ " \ " B ' 

€7TOPEVE7"O. VVV OE jLLaEt KaL jLLaE£a aL 7TE7TELa7"aL 

f 'A 1\ \ J.. '\ \ 'A 1\ \ A.'f Ao 7TOI\I\WVOS 't'LI\OS V7TO 7"WV 7TOI\I\WYOS 7"pO'j'LjLWV 

S
Kat cpljaw €v Tapaots 'T'f]s KLALK{as XELjLdaEW. I 


A t <;, \ , ... , f3' e "
AR 505 or. ljjLELS' OE Et 7"OV7"O YEVOL7"O J LwaojLE a; EL7TE 
I .1_..... '\ ,. '\1 1 \ \ 

JLOL I 7TOLaLS 'j'vxats; 7"1, I\EyOV7"ES; 7TWS at\J\ljI\OVS 
(' ..... ...."" J I , A 

OpWV7"€S; 7TWS 7"OVS' €iaacpLKVOVjLEVOVS; l1J.i'ft 

1 (jI)yxopn)(1(w F., Re.: ~XOP(tI~wMSS. 
, av'l'~) }i'.: a.li l~~! R~. (MSS.),

8 Kal before K<£MOS' om. F., in error. 



ORATION XVI, 51-54 


were visited with sickness because of the murder of 
Laius at the hands of Oedipus, even though he did 
not know who it was he killed. So, when he sees this 
law prevailing with the gods, will the emperor sit 
down and pick out the good from the much greater 
number of the bad? I could wish it were so, but 
cannot be sure of it. 

52. Then, while he is still crossing rivers, facing the 
might of Persia, pondering upon his invasion, and 
considering how, when and where to attack the foe, 
let us make true patriots of ourselves.a Just as o:ur 
forefathers rid themselves of their excessive luxury 
and turned to moderation, so let us by our mutual 
encouragement discard the reputation that the city 
now has and reveal ourselves to our emperor as 
worthy of his former hopes. 53. He thought that 
this, of all cities, would associate itself with him in its 
joy, would eclipse all others in good will, and would 
be more his own even than his home town. b So he 
came here, ready to lavish upon it beauty and other 
delights.c But now he loathes it, and he, Apollo's 
friend, is convinced that he is loathed by us, Apollots 
nurselings,a and he declares that he will spend the 
winter season in Tarsus in Cilicia. 54. And if this 
should come to pass, shall we continue to exist? Then 
with what mood, with what words, with what looks 
for ourselves and for our visitors? Good Lord 

a Clear indication of the date of composition. MarchI 
April A.D. 363. 

b Constantinople: cJ. Julian .E.L.F. No. 59 (443 b): 
n}v ~p,~v 'lT1l'Tpt8a. KWVaTavTlvov 'lTOAW • • • J"IW W~ p,1/TEpa. t/>v..w. 

4 OJ. Or. 15. 52. 
cS Apollo's friend .in h,is practice ?f divin~ti~~ :. A~llo'~ 

nursebngs, under Libanlus' Ciw"fi gUidance, in tnelr gIrts ot 
eloquence and education. 
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,\ '1\ ,~, ...~ '" ... T ' 
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I \ \ D' ,,~...« I "l:. \ 
1I'0PPW Ka'Ta 'TOV I"toV, os OVOl-V p1JJLaGLV EGnSE 'T1}V 

f I '" ',I. ' ''\ \1JJLETEpav. EtT ou V1J't'0JLEV; OUX OI\OV 'TO GVJL

R 506 f31JG6JLEVOV o,p6fte(Ja 'TatS !fvxa'is " OVK E1I'L I 'To. 
.\~ 'n , \ \ 1 \ 
tEpa 0paft0VJLEva; ov TOUS JLEV 1I'ELGOftev' 'TOVSI 
~ \ "\ t. ,\, D \ .... ,
OE £1\,> OJLEV j OU 1I'apa TOVS /"'WftOUS 'TaLS LKE'TELaLS 

I (J , ',/.., t '" I ,
XP1JG0ftE a Xa'PEW a't'EV'TES t1I'1I'00p0ft0US' ; OVK 
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t 7fpoo{aoua, F.• He. (correction in B): 7fpoaolaova, ~ISS. 

a Rivers of Tarsus and Antioch respectively. 
o Constantine and his sons: ct. the ending of Julian's 

Caesars. 
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Helios, while Antioch stays safe and sound, is the 
emperor to fix his quarters in Tarsus? And shan 
we send envoys to Cilicia, we who receive them from 
there? And shall Cydnus have better luck than the 
river Orontes ? a 55. And the reason why this has 
occurred is worse than ruin. Those who put up with a 
whole brood of bad rulers b could not put up with a 
single good one. They could not put up with philo~ 
sophy innate in an emperor, but they shook off his 
rule. Then will not every emperor from this time 
forth be your foe? Will they not inherit his hatred 
along with his throne? Will they not flee this lawless 
city and set upon it in times of crisis? Will they not 
cast our present stupidity in the teeth of all future 
inhabitants? A fine inheritance you will leave your 
children, to be sure! Gentlemen, pause and shudder 
at the abyss that yawns before you. c 56. Were he 
but a private citizen, I would fear to have such a one 
as my foe. In his manner of life he does not differ 
much from that man of Tyana who branded our city 
in a couple of lines/' Then shall we not sober our~ 
selves and, inwardly seeing all that will come to pass, 
have recourse to the temples? Shall we not persuade 
people to go there or drag them by main force? Shall 
we not turn our ba.cks upon the horse races and make 
our supplications at the altars, I;tnd, sending to the 
very Choaspes II the news that Antioch has made her 

C A recognition of the same imperial esprit-de-corps as 
that appealed to in Or. 24. 

II Apollonius1 cJ. Philostr. V.A. 1. 16: & ·A'fTO>J..dJVLO~ l86Jv 
'T~ kpd;; -apli;; lilv, wov8t}v S~ lv a.ih-~ ov8fplav .. .'Am>MOV,
OJ.- 1~_ \ ',z.L ' ..., I \l ., ~, I 
('fT'" pATtipME TOllS' ....,.WVOIIS' f'~ of.JIo(J«. &va. Kq.V (.tJ~ KlnraptTTOL 

~XwO'w. 
, Imputes to Julian the same ambition to rival the a.chieve

ments of Alexander as in Or. 18. 260 f. 
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a The minatory conclusion echoes that of the i.l1isopogon. 
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ORATION XVI, 56-57 


plea, receive the message back that the emperor has 
been reconciled with her? 

57. Should any man suggest something better, I 
will be the first to agree, If, however, he remains 
silent here and reviles me in the privacy of his home, 
he will in winter time have cause to admire me amid 
his tears,a 
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MONQIAlA Enl IOYAIANQI 
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\' I 1 \_~, 1 
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f Q ' Y , '" .! , I \ ...~ \
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1 cPa7'P{w F. (MSS.): cPpaTplw Re. and editors. 

2 uvlcpKTa, F. (HilS.): YIIE<AJK:'ffl' Re. and editors. 
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THE LAMENT OVER JULIAN 4 

1. " ALAS, great indeed is the grief" that has beset 
not just" the land of Achaia,"b but the whole empire 
where the laws of Rome hold sway. It is perhaps the 
greater in that part where the Greeks live, for they 
have the greater knowledge of the disaster, but the 
blow that smote and harrowed our souls with the 
thought that life is a mockery for the good man who 
wants to lead a good life, has, as I have said, smitten 
the whole length and breadth of the world. 2. Gone 
is the glory of the good: the company of the wicked 
and the licentious is uplifted. Laws, the suppressors 
of evil, are either laid low or soon to be so, and if they 
remain, they will remain as ineffectual ciphers. The 
human race has ~xperienced the fate of cities whose 
walls are laid low. Their defence is gone, and all that 
the rightful owners possess passes to the stronger, 
who fall upon them looting and murdering, and 
ravishing their captive wives and children. Now the 
broad path, the great doors lie wide open for the doers 
of evil to attack the just. iJ The walls are down. 3. 
Hector has, and rightly, been called the " steadfast 

/I Oration 17. 
b Homer, Iliad, 1. 254. This passage is cited by Eusta

thius (on Od. 1. 844). 
D Herod. 9. 9: a very artful adaptation, with its under

tones of civilization under attack by barbarism. 
258 



LIBANIUS 

Tpota~ ~O7] -ns I EKaAE!JEV da7'pa~~ K{OVa op8ws F 208 
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7TpOaEt7TWv. 7TEaOV7'O~ yap E7Tt aaupoIJ 7'0 ALOV 
t' I' I II \\ I II \ ... 

EWTI}KE£ Kat aV7'tKa EJ.kEME KEWEaua£ J.kE7'a 7'OV
tiE I ~ I ' ''' I I fE' \ , K7'0POS. VVVt OE ov J.ktas 7TEpt 7'OV I\I\7]a7TOV7'OV 


" I ~ 1 Ill) r \ " I

7TOI\EWS OVOE yE EUVOVS EVOS aVa7'E7'pa7T7'at KtWV, 
"" r) \ ... , I A' 1 I ~I ,
a/\/\ 7] apX7] 7'WV a7TOYOVWV tV€tov, 7'0 oE EaTL 

... 'I '\\ Ill\' .,,~ I' 
Y7]S ° -n Kal\l\LaTov Kat ual\aTT7]S, E7T OVOEVOS taxv

"'QIQ '\\'" \ ... , J..'~ Q I
pOV fJEfJ7]KEV. a/\/\ Ea-n Kat 7'WV OV a-r0opa fJLatwV 

1 ,..,.. \" t' {} I 
7TVEVJ.ka7'WV Ka7'aaE(.aaL, TWV J.kE'II EVOOUEV 7TOV7]PLq. 
\ 1 ... t' \ \ tI \ "t. 8 ' I
I\vJ.katV0J.kEVWV, 7'WV oE avv 07TI\OLS ESW EV E7TtOV7'WV 

I , , 

TE Kat EXOVTWV. 

T' I 8'" '"1 , I4 • tva J.kfVTOL, -nva €WV aLTta7'EOV; 7] 7TaVTas 

( 1 '\ I J.. \ "J.. \ 1'"
<I 1

OJ.kOLWS EKAL7TOV7'as -rpovpav 7]V W-rEtI\OV TlJ YfvvaLq.
J.. \"" , \\... f 1 \\ ... ~" ...I

KE-ral\'(J av-n 7TO/\/\WV J.kfV LEPEtWV, 7TO/\/\WV OE EVXWV, 
I ~'" ') ,...~, II ......,

J.kVPLWV of apWJ.kaTWV, 7TO/\/\OV OE aLJ.ka7'OS 7'OV J.kfV 
I ... t'" f I 8I ,\ \ \ 

VVK7'OS, TOV a €V 7]J.kEpq. XV EV7'OS'; OV yap 7'OVS J.kEV 
, , \ ~ \ r 'Q lit r A' \ \ 

EVWX€L, 7'OVS O€ V7T€pEfJaLVEV, wa7TEp ° (:rwl\os
'''' \ "A ' ... \\... '\\'
EKfLVO~ TI}V p7'EJ.ktV EV Kapwwv av/\/\OY1/, a/\/\ 
fl f \ I~ I ,. 
oaovs 0(, 7TOL7]TaL 7TapEooaav, 7Ta7'Epas T€ KaL 7TaL
~ 8' \ 8'" , \ ,oas, fOVS 7'E KaL Eas, apXOVTas 7'E KaL apxo- . 

, ., "~I I \ , ( I : 
J.kfVOVS, a7TaaLV Ea7TEVO€ TE Kat 7'OVS a7TaV7'WV F 209 
, , \ Q \ ,... \ Q'" 5" 

EVE7TtJ.k7TI\7] fJwJ.k0vs apvwv Kat fJOWV. • waTE 
" '\ '\ I '8 '8 ft , ~ \ " ~ I ... t'fyWyE 7To/\/\aKLS EVE VJ.k7] 7]V 07'L OVOEV av OEOL T<pOE 

... ,~\ I ff \ t. .... I \ 
7'<P avop" 7'axOVS 7'E t7T7TWV Kat TOS07'WV 7'fXV7]S Kat 
r \ ... .,\... \ ~, 't' '\ \' II , J..' 

07TI\LTWV al\K7]S KaL OEKa J.kvpLaowv, a/\/\ fXWV aJ.k-r 
r \ \ 8 I '\ I \ ., t' ,

aVTOV 7'OVS EOVS, OI\LY7]V aTpa-nav JLEya ovvaJ.kfV7]V, 
'J..8 \ ..., , , , 8 6I

0-r €LS 7'OLS EVaV7'LOLS 7TELaEt YEVEa aL yvJ.kvovs. • 
'1\ r {\, \ \ \ ... \ \ 
1J,A.7Tt,:>O~J O€ Kat IJ'KT]7T'T01JS Kat. 7Tp7]aT7]pa~ KaL 7'a 

1 WcP£L>.oV TrJP£'V Morel (PBM, correction· in I): 'f"TJp£LV 
deleted Ref, F. 

II Pindar, Ol. 2. 89 ff. 
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stay of Troy,"a for when he had fallen Ilium stood on 
rickety foundations and was soon to lie prostrate 
with him.. But now there has fallen the stay of not 
just a single town by the Hellespont nor yet of a 
single province, but the empire of the descendants 
of Aeneas, the most glorious thing of land and sea, 
is stood on no sure foundation. Winds that blow 
with no great force can cause its fall, since within 
ill-doers ravage it by their 'wickedness and enemies 
under arms attack it from without and possess it. 

4. But which of the gods-which, I ask you, can be 
blamed for this? Have they all alike abandoned the 
guard they should have stood around his noble person 
in return for the many sacrifices, the many prayers, 
the countless offerings of incense and the blood of 
sacrifice that flowed both day and night? He did not 
feast some and ignore others, as that Aetolian of old 
did with Artemis in the gathering of his crop, but to 
aU the gods whom the poets have handed down to 
us, fathers, sons, male and female, governors and 
governed, he made libation and loaded the altars of 
every one with sheep and oxen.1I 5. So I often 
thought to myself that this man would need no 
speedy horses, no skilled archers, no brave infantry, 
no thousands of men, but with the gods about him, 
a small army of great might, he would induce the 
enemy, at the first sight of him, to lay down their 
arms. 6. I expected to see thunderbelts and fireballs 

b 0/. Homer, Iliad, 9. 529 ff. Oeneus of Calydon forgot 
Artemis in his sacrifices, and she as punishment sent the 
Caiydonian boar to ravage his country. From the boar hunt 
that followed sprang the feud that resulted in the death of 
Meleager. . 

The rOle of poets as formula.tors of pagan religion is here 
made explicit. 
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If\ \ Q 1\ I... I Q I 8 ' I 
0.1\1\0. fJEI\1J TO. TWV KPE£TTOVWV KaTafJ1JUEU a(. Em 

f~\ fI " '!' ~" II \''''TI l 
f.pua~, 0(, uf; OVTWS apa 1Juav utKa(.Ot WUTE 1TOMT/ 

I f 8' , 'I \ 1\.'1 f ,
P-EV Eana €VTE~ KVtUUT/, Aap-1Tpa of. V1TOcrx0P-f.VOt 

I '" , '.Lf)' 'I"Kat TWV )IE 1T'PWTWV OV 'f 0V1}uaV'TES TEA£V'TWVTf.S 

R 509 Tn T€ aAAa I avvEX£av Ka~ aVTOV 1T'pOUa1T'EaTl.p1JuaV 
f \ I ,~ ''I I 1\." 'A ' 

al\£€WV 	p-tP-1Juap-€Vot uEl\£ap Kat ot UUptwV K€
I , , 8 I f\' 7 ' ,

KpaT1]p-EVWV Em avaTov EAKVUaV'T€~. • ap-E'VWV 
" '!' \ \ l ' , 'I , t\' 
apa 1JV I\oy£up-o~ 0 Tf.W~ KaTaYEAWILEVOS O~ 1TO

A€P-0V Up-LV apa!p-f.vos 1TOAVV TE Kat U~OOPbV Kat F 21~ 
" " ,Q \....", I\.' \ f) ,. :
a1TaVUTOV f.UfJEUf. P-f.V 1TVP £EpOV, E1TEUX€ oE VUtWVi 

~ooV1}V, f3wp-OV~ OE €</ffJKE AaKT£'OVU£V avaTpl.1TEt.V, 
• '''\ , \ \ \'" 'I\." . I
tEpa OE Ka£ YEWS TOV~ P-EV €KAE('U€, TOV~ O€ KaT€

uKaI/JE. TOVS OE ~Ef3~AOVS a1To~~vas 1T6pvo(.s €VO£KELV 
"I\.' t ' '" \ \ I • ... <;.' Q \ 
€OWKf., svp-1T'auav u€ T1]V 1T'€P£ vp-a~ otaTp£fJ1JV KaTa~ 
'I' ... f)' II , I ., 
Avua~ 	 VEKpOV TWQ~ 1JK1JV E('S TOV VP,€TEPOV 

R 510 E)lKaTEUT1]U€ KA~pOV. I 8. dAN op-w~ OVTO~ 0 
"''I \" A'" \, If M \ .t..;aAp,WVEVS 1J W<'OvpyOS Kat 1TpOS yE En EA£

,<;.' 1 I\.' " ... ... • <;.' \ 'I \ R \ I 
TW1J~, QVOE yap vov P-ET€fX€V QVO€ 1TOAV I"EAnwv 

TWV EV TaLS )lp~a'i~ ~V ~ TWV 1T1JA{VWV, Tf.UUa
, " , (\" R" ... , ''I

paKQV'Ta ET1] KaTEaXEV 'rJV EAWl"aTO )'1JV Kat ILOI\£S 
\ , "'f) I 9' I\.' I • \. ,7TOTE a7T1JA E VOuq:. • 0 oE y€ t.€POV~ avaVEwua-

I \ \ \\', JIlt ,...., 

P-€VOS vop-OV~ Kat TO. KaAa aV'T£ 'TWV KaKWV f.LS' 

1 0 AoytOILOs F., Cobet (B, correction in A). Om. Re. 
(other 1I1S8.). 

2 TWOS" F., Morel (correction in C): Twa other MSS. fh}lC7}v 
F., Re. (correction in A): qnJp:qv Morel (other M8S.). 

a An embittered account of Christian reaction to Julian's 

~~~~~~sdh~~~~i(c~:r!~~~:~\~ tp!~~ o~o~~~~a~i;~J~~~~ 
from contact with the dead, most recently expressed by 
.Julian himself in his religious Iegislatjon (E.L.F. No. 136), 
encouraged militant Christians to select pagan sanctuaries 
as the burial places for their own dead (as the precinct of 
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and all the bolts of heaven descending on the Persians. 
But the justice of the gods, it seems, was such that, 
though feasted with offerings of fat, after promise of 
success and initially grudging him nought, they finally 
put all into confusion and robbed us of him too, bait
ing him like fishers and luring him on to his death 
at the hands of the Assyrians he had conquered. 
7. A creed which we had until then laughed to scorn,a 
which had declared such violent, unceasing war 
against you, has won the day, after all. I t has 
quenched the sacred flame: it has stopped the 
joyful sacrifices: it has set them on to spurn and 
overthrow your altars: your temples and sanctuaries 
it has closed, or demolished, or profaned, or given to 
harlots to dwell in: it has utterly undone the rever
ence that was yours, and has established in your 
inheritance a dead man's tomb. 8. But yet, that 
Salmoneus, that Lycurgus, and Simple Simon, to 
boot, for he was witless and little better than a 
painted image or a figure of clay,-for forty years he 
possessed this world that he defiled, and then at long 
last died a natural death. 11 9. But he who revived 
sacred laws, who put virtue, not vice, in pride of 

Daphne for S. BabyIas). and so render them useless for the 
pae:an devotees. 

l' Constantius reigned in all for 40 years (Amm. Marc. 21.15. 
8). Here. chiefly because of his persecution of paganism, 
he is presented as sacrilegious, cruel and stupid, by means 
of suitable mythological and literary parallels. Salmoneus, 
mythical king of Elis, usurped the name and tried to imitate 
the thun~er and ~~~:~~!~~ Ze~~:~.:~_Eut;i.~~~e~;,J;,e ~~ 
soon .slaIn by a I..UUUU'Cl UVl"', J..J'y\";UlgU~, Klllg 01 .1.11raCe, 
offered violence to Dionysus and was punished with blind
ness and early death (Homer. Iliad. 6.130 tf.). The stupidity 
of Melitides. a 'Proverbial Simnle Simon. and of Const.antius 
is emphasized oy Libanius' use of Aristoph. Frog8, 535 tf. 

257 



LIBANIUS 

,{; , I , I \ (' " 
Ta~ LV ayaywv, Eyetpas fJ-EV VfJ-ETEpOVS O£KOVS, 

, {'I Q 1 f' ~\ I \"
(JT7](Jas 	 OE f"WfJ-OVS, tEpEWV OE YEV7J avyKQ.I\Was EV 

, I \ '.1. ~ , , _. \' ,
(JKOT4J KPV1TT0fJ-EVa, I\Et'f'aVa oE aYatlfJ-aTWV E1I'aV-

I ll_? ~ \ , 1\ (J , ~ \ I ,
Op(Jw(Jas, VlJ(Jas oE ayEl\as, v(Jas OE '11'O£fJ-v£a, Ta 

\"e. I ~ \ " ~ \ \ I' " \ ~ \ f J..' F 21fJ-EV 	 E!)W, Ta oE EVOOV, Ta fJ-EV EV VV~(., Ta oE v'f' . 
f\' 	 I ~I If"" QI , "" f I

1)1\(.'l), '11'aVTa OE TOV atn'ov f"(.OV EK TWV VfJ-ETEpWV 
" " \ \ , '1 ,

apT1)(Jas X€LPWV, fJ-£I(POV fJ-EV XPOVOV €V fJ-U'POTEPCP 
, Q.\ , \\ ~\ Q I ,~
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II t 1 ~ ,~ " ,t r

W(J1I'EP V'11'O'11'TEPOS O£EOpafJ-EV OVK ava(JX0fJ-EVYj p£,:>W

(J7jvaL 	 rijs, otfJ-a£, KaKtas avafJ-aXE(JafJ-lV'Y}s T7jv 
J: 11 t . \ I '" J..I ,,,'ITTav. • ws '11'OI\V yE 1)v KOV'f0TEPOV EV TOtS 

, '" II f 'Q , ...XE£Po(J£ 	 fJ-EVE£V a'11'ELpOVS oVTas apfJ-0VtaS paO'£I\£K1)S 
" " \ \, 1 '" .1\.' \P'1) fJ-€TappVEVTas Em Ta afJ-HVW TOV £OV '11'UI\£V Em 
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, 't' \ '''8 {' \' , 11fJ-EV E!) al\tfJ-Evwv XWptWV, av £s OE EvaVT£ee 'TrVEVfJ-aT£ 

J..8~ "I' II \ "1I'€Jh'f E/'(Jav E'11'£ Tas '11'ETpas, WO'TE Kat. '11'Eptppa'Y'Y}va£.
\ ~\ 	 ~\ ~ \, , 8 '" ~12. 	TO oE fJ-1)OE o£a XPOVOV YEVEO' a£ T'Y}V E'11'aVOOOV 

" ".' '\ '\' II './, \, tU.TWV KaKWV1 atll\ W(J'11'EP '11'apaKV'fa(Jav T'Y}V ayav'lv 
, '8 \ 8 J..' f H ' '\11 	 fTVX1)V 	 EV VS O('XEO' at 'fEvyovO'av, paKI\E£S, WS •... 

I 	 I .... "I '\ ,"
1TtKpoV T€ KaL puLKPWV Tt.JlWV Cat.p..OllWV. ,A,(tp,WV T'S' ,~. 

T a.v 	1)(Jas 1TapaXP1)/ta- KaTEppV1J.'I I·'OUTOS '8' 	 ' 

13. 	KatTo£ €YWYE TOVS fL~v T,KT0fJ-lvovs f-£aKapt- F21 
1 <To/> p.i.Kp. add F., conj. Re. (La.). 
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place, who raised up your dwellings, erected altars, 
gathered together the priesthood that was languish
ing in obscurity, resurrected all that were left of the 
statues of the gods, who sacrificed herds of cattle and 
flocks of sheep, out of doors or indoors, at night time 
or in daylight, whose whole life depended upon your 
support II-he appeared for a short time in the guise 
of the junior emperor and much more briefly in that 
of the senior, and he has gone after giving the world 
taste of his bounty, but not enough to satisfy.'1 10. 
Our plight is such as would be if the phoenix chanced 
to wing its way over all the earth and settle nowhere, 
either in town or country: the sight of the bird 
would be so indistinct to humans. So now the 
happiness that he bestowed on us has sped by as if 
on wings, for when wickedness made good its 
defeat, it could not bear to take root. 11. How much 
more bearable was it to stay in our unblest state, 
without knowledge of this imperial harmony, than 
to have changed our course towards the better things 
of life and then be drawn back to our former plight, 
like a ship that puts out from a harbourless shore and 
is driven back upon the rocks by a contrary wind so 
that it is dashed to pieces. 12. That our tro·ubles 
should return after such short interval, and that our 
good fortune should put in a fleeting appearance and 
then be away and gone-alas, how harsh it is,and how 
harsh the gods that permit it! Here a meadow of 
flowers has vanished straightaway. 

13. And yet I used to call babes at birth blessed in 

a Of. Or. 1. 119. For Julian's religious policies cf. Bidez, 
Vie de Julien, pp. 261 if. 

b Julian was Caesar from November A.D. 355 until 361 
(Constantius' death). and sole Augustus thereafter. 
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wp,atWV a/\OVTaS' a7TOoto0p,EVOVS Ka£ 'r0POVS Ele 
\' \ \ / " \~"7TOI\Ep,LWV Kat. TO. KE£p,Eva aV£aTap,Eva Kat oa,p,ovos 

>I \'" 1\ \ 15 '" " TtVOS Epya Kat apET'YJV a7TaYYEl\l\ovaa. • W TWV 
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., , \ 8' \ • \ ... rti:.t"EaxaTWV Kat opop,OV I\av avoVTOS Kat. 07Tl\tTWV E~ 

.J.. Q ' t' , \ I", \I'r0fJOVVTWV otap,vptovS' Kat 7TaVTWV p'EV E7T aUTOV 
• \ r' , \ t" ... \/ 8' ..07TI\t':l0p,EVWVI ap,aXEt OE TOU 7TOI\Ep,OV TE EVTOS'. W 

TWV A6ycp O'YJAOVp,EVWII, OJ TWV I 7TElpC!- OE£KVVp,EVWV. F 2~ 
16. 	~aatAEVS 19E7TA'YJgE A6yov YPa<Pfi 7TEpl B6u7TOPOV 
" ~ 1 t 1 • 8' .J.. ' A' ...avopa 'TOV U7TO ap,a Las 'raaKOV'Ta J..l£OYEV'YJ p,tp,Et.·

" '" I " \\ t"1;'1 •a8at 'TOV EK klWW7T'YjS', OVTa DE 7T1\1JV ava£oEt.as 
't" f3 \ \ , 1 \ " , 1\\OVOEV. aatl\EVS f.1Tf:a'TaI\KE O'VV ap,'YJxavcp Kal\I\Et 

, I 8 '1 \ '17 ... \Kat 7Tt,pUaTap,E a 'TaS' f:7Tta'TOl\as. • XWPE£ 7Tapa 
' I ... 8'" '..n I " , AR 513 I T'YJv p,'YJ'TEpa 'TWV EWV €£S' \Vpvy£av, E7TE£'Ta EIeEt

) , ... • , " " K\ I'TL 7Tap aVT1)S' aKovaaS' E7TE£YE'Tat, E£'Ta EK £l\tK£as 

a For Julian's successes in Gaul cf. Or. 18. 40 if.; Amm. 
Mare. Books lCFlS. 20. 

b Julian's Danube voyage and surprise of Lucillianus at 
Sirmium, here exaggerated, cf. Amm. Marc. 21. 8-9. 
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the time when, newNborn, they came into the light of 
day. I used to pity those who had grown old and 
lived their lives in squalor and spent their tale of 
years-in ignorance of the good, except that even they, 
after leaping and dancing for joy in their old age, 
would then go their ways. But those who were 
being born into the world were, after all, illNstarred, 
though they knew it not, for they were coming to 
quags and an earth plague-stricken. 

14. 0 glad tidings that report brought from the 
west to bless the cities, with news of battles and 
triumphs, of the sailing on the Rhine, the slaughter 
of Celts and the capture of prisoners, of the restora
tion of Romans previously taken prisoner, of tribute 
from the foe, the uplifting of what was laid low, and 
the glorious deeds of some divine spirit.a 15. 0 the 
more wondrous news that followed-that march 
along the fringe of empire and onslaught unobserved, 
the half dozen soldiers who caused twenty thousand 
to panic, the arming of the world against him, and 
the bloodless ending to the war! Ah, for all that was 
shown by reason and proved in action! b 16. The 
emperor composed an oration in Constantinople and 
routed a fellow who stupidly claimed to be a follower 
of Diogenes of Sinope, but yet was made up of 
naught but impudence. C The emperor sent us letters 
of consummate beauty and we flocked to hear them. 
17. He went to Phrygia to the Mother of the Gods, 
and then hastened on his journey after receiving 
some information from her there.d Then from Cilicia 

C Julian, Or. 7 (pp. 204 if.), Against the Cynic Heracleius. 
Cf. Or. 18. 157. 

4' Cf. Or. 12.87.18. 161; Amm. Marc. 22. 9. 2. Julian's 
Oi. 5, On trlt lrfothe'f of ehe Gods, had heen composed in 
Constantinople, in the March before he left. 
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yE, "E~avopov TOV ",t"OV TE aVTqJ Kat OVK EWVTOS'
'''' III '>' , ,IKa8EVOEW, wa1TEp OT) nva aTpaT"I'YOV aTpaT"IYOS 

,A8"1vatos 'A8T)varov. 18. Of) &ij JLvpta£ JL~V StKa

{OJLEVat otKat~ 7TOAAWV O~ 8EaEtS VOJLwv, ptPAtwv OE 
,J.. 'Q 8 I 8 '" '" I t;-" Iavyypa",at fJOT) OVVTWV EOtS, OpOJLDt OE Et.S TEJLEVT) 

, , , ... 1\ I t;- \ , , "', \ I,J..
TO. JLEV EV T(J 7TO"Et, TO. OE 7TpO aVTYJS EV 'YTJ"o",otS, 

, "" ,., ., "~'" 'I'TO. OE EV aKpOtS OpEat. Kat OVOEV OVTW Xa"E1Tov 
, ~, ~ 1 .Q (\, \ A , '>' 1 I" " I 

OVOE ovafJaTOV 0 JL"I "EWV EOOKEt VEWV EXOV '1J 1TPOTE, , , I 8' ~'f ,I ...pOV yE Ea](y]KOS. 1TVV aVOJLEVOt OE or, JLEXpt TWV F 21 

TEpJL(LTWV AlytYrrTOV TE Kat Atpv"IS WS t,PPWJLEVWS ' 
t1 "'" r ..... ~Q \ I \ \ , .....
a7TTOtTO TWV tEpWV' 0 ,.,aCTtMVS, JLtKpa JLEV EXPWVTO ... " ,t... "" '>' ...TaLS OtKtatS, EV tEpotS oE OLl1TWVTo.

liE'" , "',J.. 1\ , , 1 8 ' 19• OEt TOTE, W ",t"TaTE, JL"I a7Twaau at TYjV
' ,Q ' '" , ,... ,IIEputK"IV ?TpEu,.,EtaV u?TOVoas TE atTOVuav Kat 

, I: t I I , \ \ I '8 IR 514: aTEpr"ovaav OtS YVOt"lS' aAAa UOV TO. ?To. "IJLaTa 
rijs 1TPOS T<jl Tt'YP'T}Tt yf]s aV8EtAKE 'Ti]v yvdJJL"Iv 
"'~ I \' 8' I \\1OEvuWIJ-EVT)S TE Kat EP'fJIJ-W ELCJ'fJS Kar, 7TOAAas 
, Q 'I" '" t I I ... ,>, 'I ....

EJL,.,o"as avauxoJLE:VT)S, wv EKaO'TYj TOV T(JOE ?TAOVTOV 
,,.. I "I t \ '>" 
EKEtUE JLET'fJVEYKEV. qJ0V yap WO'?TEpEL 7TpoooaLav 
E:tvaL JL~ AapEtV StKas ~uvxtas t,7TL8vJLOVvTa. 20. 
_n 'I"'>" I '>' I " .... \ \ '" I '>' I
aN\ WOV, TO oatJLoVLoV CJ.VTEKPOVUE. JLaAAOV OE ot

, '8' '''' Kas JLEVI E?Tpar""I;W 7Tapwvuus JLEYE: TO. aotK"IJLaTa.IEL 
,,'" 'A " \ \ l' M,,'" ,I'YTJ "IV avptwv, TO KaAAtaTOV WV T)0ot KEKTYjVTat, 

a For Alexander and Antiochus in relation to the founda
tion of Antioch cl. Or. 11. 72 ff. 

Ii Plutarch (Them. 3. 3. Mor. 184 F) and Cicero (T.D. 4. 
19. 44) have an uplifting but untrue anecdo~e that the youth
ful Themistocles (who had. in actual fact, been archon in 
493 B.C.) was reformed from his wild ways by the considera
tion of the renown won by Miltiades at Marathon. 
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he made a leisurely way, this too being the will of 
Zeus, and he came to this capital city of Antiochus 
or, if you would have it so, of Alexander who was so 
dear to him a 'and allowed him no sleep, as one Athen
ian general affected another such.b 18. Here count
less were the cases he judged, many the laws he 
enacted: there was the composition of works in 
support of the gods, visits to shrines inside the city, 
on the slopes outside it, and on the very mountain 
tops. Nowhere was so hard or inaccessible that did 
not seem smooth and easy if it had a t.emple or had 
had one in days gone by.c The people who dwell as 
far away as tHe borders of Egypt and Libya, upon 
learning how zealously the emperor clove to the 
temples, began to make little use of their homes and 
spent their time in temples. 

19. You should not then, my dear friend, have re
jected the Persian embassy, when it asked for peace 
and was submissive to your will.a But the sufferings of 
the lands near the Tigris, ravaged and derelict, the 
victim of many an incursion, every one of which 
caused the transfer of our wealth into Persian hands, 
diverted your attention. You thought it tantamount 
to treason to desire peace and to refrain from ex
acting punishment. 20. But there! Heaven opposed 
you, or rather you tried to exact a punishment 
disproportionate to the crime. There was the land of 
Assyria, queen of the Persian domains, shaded with 

For Julian and Alexander rj. Or. 18. 260; Amm. Marc. 
16. 5. 4, 25. 4. 15; Socr. 1I.E. 8. 21. 

4 .For Julian in Antioch cj. Or. 18. 164 if., where the order 
oftopics is reversed as compared with the present passage. i.e.• 
justice (lSi if.), religious polemic (178 fr.), shrines (171 fr.). 

d OJ. Or. 18. 164 f~, for the rejection of PeiSian peace pro
posals. 
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cPOlVtgL fJ-Eya.AoLS' OEVOpWV 'TE €'TEPWV 7TaV'TOOa7Tots 
"~ I I \ " , "" t ~ ELOWL UKLEpa, XPVUOV 'TE KaL apyvpov aV'TOIS WS' av 

OXVPW'Ta.'TTJ ~povpovua, f3auLAElwv 'Tf. AalL7TPWV (V
~ " \ '\',L., \ f ,<tJKOOOILTJf-LEVWV Ka7Tpwv 'TE KaL El\a'fU'V Kat 07Toua 

O~pa OtOWULV €V xwpOtS' 'TE'TELXLUILEVOtS' 7TE~vAay-
I A. I I \ I \'

f-LEVWV <ppOVptWV 'TE KpEL'T'TOVWV 7TOI\EILLaS' XELpOS ELS' 
" I , , )...... '" aEpa ILWOV TJPILEVWV aypwv 'TE 7TapI.UOVILEVWV aU'TEUL 

'T~S' 'TE aAATJS f.VOatlLOvlas ota~Ep6v'TwS' dv8ovuTJS'. 21. , 
I I ~\ \ (I OJ I, I \ .,1

'TOV'TOLS' oTJ 7TPOU7TEUWV OV'TWS f.7TEKI\VUE 'Tf. KaL Ka'T- F 210 ! 
, ,... <I \ , ... , 1 

€UVPf. yEI\WV 'TE alLa Kat 7TapEXWlI TO£S' U'Tpanw- 1 
I r tI , I " " ~ I ,~, ,l

'Tats KWlLa':!EI.V, WU'TE a7TOLKtaS' EI.S' aVTI}v OEO£lI'T av 1 
M~OOL Ka~ OUOE dvopoS' YEvEa 'TO 7T'TwfLa dvop8wuat.l

\ \ "8 "f3' , ,KaL fLTJV ox TJS' 'TE avo, aULS' a7TLU'TOVf-LEVTJ VVK'T0f-LaXLa 

'TE oXAov on 7TAEtU'TOV Ka'TEvEYKovua fIEPUWV 'TpO
" ~ '\ \ \ , 8 f AfLOS' 'TE EYKELILEVOS' 'TOLS' fLEI\EUt Kat 'TO 7TOPPW EV opav

J.O I \ ... \ , , , \ I \ ...
R 515 'f' ELpofLEVTJV TI}v YTJv avv a'Tol\f-LLCf, 'Tavn f-LEV 'TTJS' 

~I (\, '8OLK'l}S' TJV E7TEn Et. 
DD 'A I ~ ~ \ f... or 8'" tJ \ t I
"''''. 7TOOOS' OTJ TJfLLV, W EWV V7Ta'TE, 'TOV OfLWVV

" '\... ~, "\ ,,, , ,
fLOV, oS' 7TI\ELa'Ta OTJ UE f.KaI\EUEV €V E'TEt apX0f-LEv<tJ • 

... ~\ f 'Y \" " \'TOV OE Of-LO':lVYOS Kat YEPOVTOS' 7T£p Oll'TOS 'TOV 
, I , ~ \' I ,~ 'f \ H
EVLaV'TOV,-O oE €V p.,EU<tJ Ka'TEoV. KaL 0 fLEV €KEt'TO, 
t ... ~ \ , A'J. \ N' A. '0' ~ TJfLELS' OE EV. ua'f'vri 'Tas vf-L<pas E Epa7TEvofLEV .) 
, I \,.. Jf\ , I )~ , "i-

0PXTJUf.L 'TE Kat 'TaLS' al\l\aLS xaptULV ELUO'TES' WV. 
"8 .~,'E7TE7TOV ELf-LEV OVOEV. .~ 

_, 23. Tt~ apa AorXTJ:J ~KE{VTJV f.X~AKEV(JE_ 'TO~oiJ~ovl 
OVV7JUOfLEVTJlI j 'TiS' E7T7]yayE oaifLwv 'T{fJ paaLAEt

\ If' '8 ' \ \ '\ \, {
·1· 

I8paavv L7T7TEaj nS' Ka'TTJV VVEV Em 'Ta 7TI\EVpa 'TTJV F 216~ 

a Cf. Or. 18.217 II., for Julian's invasion of Assyria, 
b Of, Or. 18. 251 II., Amm. Marc. 24. 6. 4 II. for the 
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tall palms and other trees of all kinds, their strongest 
storehouse of gold and silver, with magnificent 
palaces built therein, with herds of boars, deer and 
all the animals of the chase contained within their 
enclosures, with forts towering aloft into mid air 
beyond the strength of hostile hand, with villages 
comparable with cities and with unparalleled 
prosperity.a 21. Here he directed his attack, and he 
so harried and overwhelmed them, himself all smiles 
and allowing his troops to make merry amongst it, 
that the Persians would need to colonize it and a 
man's lifetime would not be enough to repair the 
disaster. Moreover, the incredible ascent of the 
bank, the night battle that slew a vast number of 
Persians, the trembling that seized their limbs and, 
in their cowardice, the vision from afar of the ravaging 
of their lands-all this was part of the punishment he 
inflicted upon them. b 

22. Restore to us then, supreme consul of the gods, 
your namesake who invoked you so often at the 
year's beginning. His colleague, despite his ad
vanced years,!) you have allowed to complete his 
year-but he was overcome in its mid course. And 
while he lay slain, we at Daphne were worshipping 
the Nymphs with choric dance and other delights, 
ignorant of the disaster that had befallen us. 

23. Who then was it who forged the spear that was 
to have such power? What god sent a daring horse
man against our emperor, or aimed the spear at his 

crossing of the Tigris and the night assault; Or. 1. 183, 
Soer. H.E. 3. ~1, the siege of Ctesiphon. 

C Julian's colleague in the consulship of A.D. 363 was 
Sallustius. The incoherence in this passage is due to over
power,.ng emotion, not to textual corruption, as P~iske and 
Fl.Irster imagined. 
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1 av.raw Re., Morel (MSS. except C; om. 1\1): aVrwv F. (C). 
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breast? Or was it no god, but his compulsive zeal to 
alarm and arouse an army sluggish, unused to activity 
and for the greater part unacquainted with wounds? 
Yet though he had no thought for his own safety, the 
wonder is that Aphrodite or Athena did not rescue 

. him. 24. For they would have been merely imitating 
their ancient feats of rescue, when one of them 
rescued MenelaUs and the other Paris, though he was 
a criminal and deserved throttling.a But what dis
cussion took place in heaven then? Who rose to 
accuse Ares, as Poseidon once did, when our wounded 
emperor still breathing was borne away on his shield 
and the whole army lamented and their weapons 
dropped from their hands, as the oars dropped from 
the hands of Odysseus' comrades in the Sicilian 
strait? b 25. Then surely there was a lament of the 
Muses and laments in Boeotia and Thrace and their 
beloved hills as they bewailed the lawlessness that had 
overtaken earth and sea and sky, and, besides, how 
they had been robbed of their altar feasts. 26. We, 
too, lament him according to our professions. Philo
sophers bewail the death of one who was their com
panion in their investigations of the works of Plato. 
Rhetors bewail one who was an expert in oratory and 
the criticism of oratory. Litigants requiring a just 
decision bewail him, a judge more upright than 
Rhadamanthys. 27. Ah, the poor peasantry! What 
a prey you will be to those appointed to collect your 
taxes! Alas for the power of the town councils, even 
now in decline and soon to become a mere shadow! 

(J Of. Homer, Riad, 4. 128 if., 3. 370 ff. 
b Homer, oa. 12. 203 

! EK"'VYOVTWV Re. (iiSS. except UI): 'K~:"rOt'TW"j F" «(:1 be.. 
fore correction). 
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.. 
· , 
··.1.····· 

a Of. Herod. 1. 65.. b OJ. Ovid, Met. Bk. 2. 
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Alas for the governors of cities! Vanished will be the 
reality of your titles, as though in the ritual of proces
sion, and the ruler will be under the thumb of the 
ruled! Alas for the cries of the oppressed poor! How 
fruitlessly will you rise to heaven t Alas for the regi
ments of the army, who have lost an emperor who on 
campaign shared the rations of the rank and file J 

Alas for the laws which might justly have been held to 
be those of Apollo a and are now trampled underfoot! 
Alas for oratory, for the power and strength it won 
and, no sooner won, lost I Alas for the hands of the 
secretaries, whose speed could not equal the eloquence 
of his tongue! Alas for the disaster that afflicts the 
whole world! ~8. This was a second flood in mid
summer or a visitation of fire, such as they say was 
kindled when Phaethon drove his chariot.b Yet 
this is something far more pitiful. Then the earth 
was empty: now the good are outraged by the bad, 
and the cities are for wickedness as abundant fodder 
for a beast, that it can fatten upon them. 29. When 
a man ails in soul and is full of base desires, it is 
better for him to die rather than to live with the 
better part of his soul held in bondage by the worse. 
So now it would be better for the whole world also 
to lie hidden under perpetual storm rather than to be 
girdled with cities and to produce a race of men 
among whom vice is held in honour and virtue dis
honoured. 30. Breathe freely again, you Celts. 
Dance for joy, you Goths. Raise your cry of triumph, 
you Sarmatians. The yoke upon you has been 
broken and your necks are free,il This then was 
what was meant when the temple of Apollo was 

o OJ. Or. 18. ~90, referring to the events of summer A.D. 
364. Amm. Marc. 26. 4. 5, Zos. 4. 3. 4. 
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II 	 \ \ '" J II J\ \ ,.,
UEOS rYJV yrJV p..w.tVEauat p..EMovaav, TOVTO aEt-

I '" ... ~.... \\ I " \ap..ot yrJV 11'aaav OOVOVVTES, p..E/\/\ova1]S ayyEl\Ot Ta-
A \, , 

po.	X1]S TE Kat al<oap..£as. 
g1. ~~ p..lv, cL ~aaiAEwv ap£aTE, p..Ey&,Aa Jpya~6-

' I \, / '\ \ \/ \p..EVOS / EVEVOEtS TOV E11'aLvErYJv Ep..E I<at /\oyovs TOVS F 219 , 
,/ ... I , \ ~I " ,
Eaop..EvovS TOLS 11'payp..aa£v, EyW OE 1]al<ovv rYJv 
~ 	 / f \, A..tJ' ..." " otavotav WS' p..1J /\EL-rIlEL1JV TWV EpywV, Wa11'Ep TtS 

._ , \ , \' "" / () J11'0.I\aLaT1}s E1TLfLE/\ovfLEVOS TOV awp..aTos 11'VV avo-
tic • J \' 1 I l' \ II I

J..I.EVOS 1]C:, EW aVTl.11'a/\ov LaXVpov. EyW P.EV OVV /\EyW 
\ ,~ \ , )~ I '" \ JI 

TE 1<0.£ EPW l<aL OVI< aOLK1]aw aLYTI TO Epya, 
) I ~ \ "'\ '\ \ (#flo " , \ ~ , fal<OVaOVTaL OE aMOL J..I.EV TWV q.ap.aTWV, aVTOS OE 0 

\ 1 • / ItJ , \ \ 1
Tas VLI<OS avrJP1JJ..I.EVOS TEUa11'TaL Ka/\as- Kat YEvvaLas 
'''1 I~ '" , J , 1 oa'~ 'e 

E1\11'LOas rYJS' OLKOVP.EV1JS EKTEP.WV. V~. EOEC:,aTO 

11'A1]rfJv 'Ayap.Ep.vwv, aAAa MVK~V1JS fiaaLAEVS, KpE
,/..' .\,1 M ' K/~ J\\I ....a'l'0VrY]s, aMO EaCf1JV1JS, oopOS, 0.1\/\0. xp1]ap.<p

() , A" '''I \ \ '.1. 1
11'E£ Op..EVOS, Las, 0./\/\0. fLtI<P0'l'vxos· CfTparYJYOS,
'A "I \ '''I "I' tI , ,/.. ~ I () .... \I 	 IXtMEVS, aM 1JTTWV a'l'pootatWV Kat vP.OV I<at 
"'''I I 	 K'"I~ .\\." flR 519 aMWS Tapaxwo1JS, vpOS, aM OVTWV VLEWV, 
Kap.fivCf1Js I aAAa J..I.aWoJ..l.EVos. 'AMgavopos lBv1]

)\ " , , ll.... , I" " ()aKEV, 0.1\/\. OVK EXUPOV XE£pt, I<at ap.a av pW11'0S 
~ I " ',/.. I I t ~\ 'e t /oovs av a'l'0pp.1Jv l<arYJYOPO£S. 0 DE EC:, ECf11'Epas 

1 , , t \ J ... .1. ' ~ I 1/
p..EXptS av£aXOVTOS 1J/\toV KpaTWV, 'I'VX1]V DE EXWV 

\ , ... I t'l \ ,.. \ t'
P.ECfrYJV apET1JS, VEOS OE 1<0.£ OVKWV 11'arqp V11' 
,Axatp..Evloov TLJJ6S KaTE~VEKTat. I 33. aKovaas F 220~ 
avlfiAE11'01l €is ovpav6v J/;EK&.oas aip.an avp..IUYEis '1 

. 

. 	 

<l The burning of the Daphnaean temple occurred on !, 
.-... ." G~" a ..... C* 7,.I! A. -"'- 1\11" .... _~ OC) 19 I,,";+h"", 'n.f.; .', 

of earthquakes elsewhere), Juhan, Muop. 361 b, E.L.F. ;~ 
No. 105, Lib. Or. 60 (Monody on the Daphnaean Temple). } 

b i.e., 01'. 18 (F1l'1Mral Oration for Julian).j, 
C The revived Persian monarcliy of the 3rd century A.D. ,; 

claimed descent from their predecessors of classical times: 
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wasted by fire, that the god abandoned the earth 
since it was going to be defiled. This was the 
meaning of the earthquakes that shook the entire 
world! they were harbingers of the riot and dis
order to come.a 

81. Most excellent of emperors, in all Y0ul' mighty 
deeds, you used to spare a thought for me who praise 
you and for my oratory that would praise your deeds. 
I trained my intellect so that I should not be inade
quate to deal with your achievements, like a wrestler 
continually in training and aware that a strong 
challenger was coming to meet him. Well, now I tell 
fo his deeds and I shall do so.b I shall not dishonour 
them by silence, but it will be. others who hear my 
strains. He who gained the victories Ues in his 
grave, cutting short the fine and noble hopes of the 
world. 82. The blow feU on Agamemnon, but he 
was king of Mycenae. Upon Cresphontes, but he was 
king of Messene. Upon Codrus, but he was acting 
in obedience to an oracle. Upon Ajax, but he was 
a weak~hearted general; and on Achilles, but he 
was ruled by love and anger, a turbulent character 
on the whole; and on Cyrus, but he had sons to 
succeed him, and on Cambyses, but he was mad. 
Alexander died, but by no enemy hand, and he was 
besides one who might have given grounds for 
criticism. Yet the emperor who ruled over all from 
the west to the rising sun, whose soul was filled with 
virtue, still a young man and with no sons to follow 
him, he has been done away with by some Persian.c 

QQ A+ +he nA• .,,,, T ""''7A.:I n"'" +,.. h"""An Avn"'t'Hnll'vv • ..1.1.", l.I .. ,1.'-""'11.3 A eU~""'1..A. \,.41:" 1J'U' .l1 ..... ~1' ........ .I. vn.y""'_V..I.Jl.....o 


in this they were at one with the classicism of contemporary 
r-......t.. ."..'foe"" nih" ;"5+ OQ ...nHnghr ;,-le..H4-'.r +h'" r::.....+h" ...,.;+h
th~'AS~yth~~ rlH~;;Jot~s~ "...... AJ .~ "V"J • ¥ ~" •••
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) I ")~ '\ ~ <;;::1 Z I ,
ava/LEVWV, otas a'f' ,/KEV E1Tt ~ap1T1Joov t EVS) OV 

\ 1<;;:: JI I ) ..I.. ,.. , \,.. ,.. \ 
fJ:fJV E oOV. taws /LEVTOt U'f'1JKEV E1Tt Tip V~Kpip) TOVS 

<;;:: \ \ \ \ >1\ e tI', I \ ,.. \ 
OE 17'Ol\I\OVS El\a EV, aT EV /LaXTJ Kat KOVWpTlp KaL 

" ,.. , \ ... .J.. I
at/LaTL 7'ep a1rO TWV 'f'0vwv. 

'I'll , \ f \ \' 1\ /) \ I34 • '}'oI. VEep Kat tEpa Kat ayal\fLaTa /",aatl\EtWV 
, (; \ I f \ .,.. f<;;:: I I 
EI:,El\aVVO/LEVU. ° fLEV vfLas LopvaaTo fLapTvpas 
, '8 	 " ,..., "'" I t \ t"EYYV EV 	eaofLEvovS TWV aVTep 17'paTTo/LEvWV, V17'0 o€ 

,.. ) f , /) I/)\ 8 ' \ te'ITWV U7'LfLWS €K/",E/",I\1Ja E E17'£I\EYOVTWV ws Ka atpot€v 
\ I"' l' \\' " , "" 7'OV XwpOV. W 17'0I\I\a aVYKLV1Jaas E1Tt aaVTep 

r;;:, I " , JI \ \ JI '\ ..I.. ,..
oaKpva 	OVK E17' 1J JL an Ka7'Q 7'0 E17'0S OI\O'f'VpJLOV 

I '\ \', ,.. I e I '0 I \7'VXWV) 	 0.1\1\ EV 7'ip 1rEV EL Ka7'EXWII av PW17'0VS Kat 
I 11..1..'" "r;;:, " Ka7'aaX1JaWII "IE, O'f'p av vo(.op 7'E vaTJ KaL 

O€VOpEa /LaKpa. TE8~ATJ' 35, aov 'T'tS ~81J -ri}v 

R 520 7'EAEV-ri}v aYYEtAas I av7'OV MOoLS Ka7'ExtiJa01J, 
, I \ " • , ~ , I ) 1\8 I

Ka a17'Ep aV7'0XEtp yEyOVWS 1J ws aOvva7'a "IE aYY€i\
, tI ") 11..1.. ... 0'" 8 II\WII, Wa1rEp av Et E'f'aaKE TWV EWV 7'wa TE vavat. 

<;;:: \ 'Jlr;;:, '..1..' <;;:: , ... '0 ' 1ratooS' /LEV 1J01J 'T'tS'Ta'f'0V aOaKpV7'£ 17'ap1J1\ E, 17'pOS 
<;;::, \" I "..1..8 \' " \
OE aryll oa7'£S 7'ELVEtE TOV O'f' al\fwv ELKova, 17'1JyaL 
~ I '0 I ... \ ,..r;;:, ,.. ~ \ I
oaKpvwv EV VS', TWV fLEV 17'aLOa, 7'WV oE 17'U7'€pa 

\ I ... ~, (I ..I.. 1\ IKal\OVVTWV, KOWTJ oE a17'UVTWV 'f'VI\UKa. 
<)6 "II ,.. , ~J. I <\ 1\ ..I.. ' ,.. " 
a. ,),01. 	 7'1JS 0t"f'av£us 1J KU7'E£I\1J'f'E 1'1/V 'Y"]V, 1JV F 
I , 0 I tI '\' 0\ 1\KaJLvovaav avop waaS' wa17'Ep La7'pOS aya os 17'al\W 

, t I~ ,.. ,.. \ ,.. \' I 
E':, EOWKaS' 'rep 7rVpE7'ep KG./. 7'O£S 17'pLV appWa1'1JJLaaLV. 

OJ OVaTVXOVS €fL~S 1r0A£as, OJ 8t1rAOV 17'€V80VS €JLOV, 
... \ '/) \ 1 ,... JI\ \ 8 ...

7'OV7'O fL€V 7'OV /",aaLM.U fLE7'a 7'WV al\l\wv p1]VOVVTOS', 
,.. <;;:: \ \ f ..., \ ..I.. 1\ 3 \ \

7'OV7'O uE 7'OV ETatpOV 7'E Kat 'f'tl\ov. 7. <TV fLEV 

~1rElyov 17'pOS JfL~V po~8E£av 17'0£WV fLOt KA1JPOVOJLov 

a OJ. Homer, Iliad. 16. 4.59 ff. The nassaEre is an inter
esting example of Libanius' scepticism iIi the use of classical 
legend. OJ. also the story of Daphne, Or. 31. 43. 
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bloody drops of rain to fall, such as Zeus showered 
over Sarpedon, but I saw them not. Yet perhaps 
he did scatt~r them over his corpse but this was not 
noticed in the dust of battle and the blood of the 
slain/l 

34. Alas for the shrines, the temples and the 
statues that are now cast out from the palaces! He 
set you up to be witnesses near by of his achieve
ments, and now you are cast out in dishonour by 
those who proclaim that they are purging the place. 
Alas for the tears you cause to be shed for you! You 
are lamented not, as the poet says, " for the day," b 

but you keep men stricken with grief, and shall do 
so, " while rivers run and trees grow tall."c 35. Men 
before now have stoned to death on the spot messen
gers of your passing, as though they were the actual 
murderers or the bearers of impossible tidings, just 
as if they had told of the death of some god.d Men 
before now have passed their son's grave with never 
a tear, but whenever they gaze upon your statue, 
floods of tears well up, as some address you as son, 
others as father, but all alike as their protector. 

36. Alas for the bereavement that has aillicted the 
whole world. You cured it of its ills like a good 
physician, and then delivered it up once more to 
fever and its earlier ailments, Alas for my forlorn 
old age and my double grief! I mourn for my emperor 
as others do, and I mourn a companion and a friend. 
37• You were eager to help me and to make my 

b Homer, Iliad, 19. ~9. This piece of imagery appealed 
to Oriental writers, cf. Orac. Sibyll. 4. 130. 

C Epigram (.Anth. Pal. 7. 153) in Plato, Phaedr. 264 CD. 

CJ. Homeri Opera, vol. V (ed. Allen, O,C,T.), pp, 198-199. 
d According to Zosimus (3. 33). this actually occurred at 

Carrhae. 
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1 TnOTa F. (CAVMo): 'Tawa Re. (PUBMLa). 

a Al'abius (later to be called Cimon) was born of Libanius' 
union with a concubine who was probably of servile origin 
about .4-.D. 355/6, and is noted as just beginning his ele
mentary schooling in A.D. 361 (Epp. 695, 618). The boy's 
future was to remain Libanius' major domestic preoccupa
tion. since he would normally assume the lelf8.1 status of 
the mother and be barred from inheritance (c/. Or. 1. 145, 
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natural son my heir,a but I kept putting off your 
suggestion, for I felt that I would die before you and 
you would assist him on this matter. But the 
decision of Fate was not the same as mine. I was 
composing a speech of reconciliation to heal your 
feelings towards our city, but you have departed, 
and the healing words remain unspoken. b .'38. I have 
become quite incapable of producing speeches, as 
some mothers under the influence of great disasters 
become barren.c Indeed I have been quite out of 
my mind and it is not without much ado that I have 
returned to my senses. It was, in fact, better to lie 
ignorant of everything alike, a prey to madness 
rather than grief, for no god now turn~ a man in his 
grief into stone or stock or bird. 

195). In addition to Julian's proposal on his behalf. even 
Jovian went so far as to write a letter of promises that, 
naturally, remained unfulfilled (Ep. 1221. 6), 

11 Oration 15: this passage indicates that that speech 
never reached Julian and remained undelivered. 

~ Libanius renewed his declamations only after New Year, 
A.D. 864. His immediate reaction to the news of Julian's 
death had been to think of suicide (Epp. 1H38. 1194, B30; 
Or. 1. 135). 
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FUNERAL ORATION OVER JULIANa 

1. GENTLEMEN here presentt b what I and all men 
hoped for should have come to pass: the Persian 
empire should now lie in ruins, and Roman governors 
instead of satraps should now be administering their 
territory under our laws: our temples here should be 
adorned with booty got from them, while the victor 
in this contest should be seated on his imperial throne, 
receiving the orations composed in honour of his 
exploits. Such, I am suret would be right and proper, 
a fitting reward for all the many sacrifices he offered. 
2. Yet since the spirit of envy has prevailed over our 
reasonable expectations, and his dead body has been 
brought back from the borders of Babylon, when he 
was so near the objective at which he aimed; since 
tears, as you would expect, have flowed from every 
eye and still could not prevent his death, let us 
perform the one thing left for us and most acceptable 
to him, and tell something of what he did, but before 
a different audience, for he has been prevented from 
hearing the praises of the deeds he wrought. 3. For 
first of all, it would be unjust that, though he ven
tured all to ensure his praises be sungt we should yet 

b The fiction that the oration was actually addressed to 
an audience is, as with many others of' Libanius' s,Peeches, 
maintained throughout. In fact, it never t'eceiveu public 
delivery. 
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ORATION XVIII, 3-5 


rob him of his reward. Moreover, it would be utterly 
disgraceful not to grant him in death the honours 
we gave him in life. For besides the fact that it 
would be the grossest kind of Battery to fawn upon 
the living and forget the dead, one may oblige the 
living in many other ways, even without an oration. 
Yet with regard to the dead, there is but one re
course for us-the praise and narration that transmit 
their glorious achievements to all posterity. 

4. Now, in all my attempts to speak in his praise,a I 
have ever found my words insufficient for the great
ness of his deeds, and, to be sure, I did not take 
umbrage that my beloved emperor's genius should 
outstrip the powers of the teacher that loved him. 
I considered it advantageous to all the states of the 
empire alike that he who had ascended the throne for 
the salvation of the whole world should make it 
impossible for words to match his deeds. Since I 
cannot deal adequately merely with the high 
qualities he demonstrated in the West, b how would I 
go on to-day, now that I am put to it, to entrust to a 
single oration both that topic and his expedition 
against Persia? 5. Indeed, I believe that, if he 
secured of the gods below permission to return on 
condition of assisting me in this task and if, unawares 
to everyone else, he shared such a labour of love with 
me, not even so would there be a true measure of his 
deeds. It would be better expressed than now, but 
even then as an entirety it would not be treated as it 
should be. What then must I consider my position to 
be if I choose 80 great a task without such assistance? 

4 An echo of Or. 17.31. 
b Refers to Julian's recovery of Gaui from German rava

ges, A.D. 356-360. Cf. Or. 12; 13; infra, §§ 33 ff. 
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1 aLpo6p,£vov Re., MSS.: c1VCLtPOVP.EVOV F. 

a Constantius ChlOfUSe 
b Julius Constantius, legitimate son of Constantius and 

half-brother of Constantint', married as his second wife 
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6. Had I not before now observed your awareness of 
the fact that victory belongs to the world of action, 
while you yet derive pleasure from oratory, it would 
be best for me to stay silent. However, since on those 
occllsions you were prompt to praise and remained 
in enjoyment of my orations, I feel that there is 
no just cause for silence, and so I will attempt to do 
justice to my emperor and my friend. 

7. Now there have been many emperors who, 
though not deficient in character, were not of dis
tinguished ancestry, and who, though knowledgeable 
in preserving the empire, were ashamed to mention 
their parentage, with the result that those who made 
speeches in their praise had some difficulty in salving 
this sore. However, in his case there is nothing that 
does not redoond to his credit. 8. In the first place, 
as regards his parentage, his grandfather was an 
emperor who held wealth in especial contempt and 
won the especial affection of his subjects.a His 
father was an emperor's son and an emperor's 
brother and, though more fitted to rule than the 
actual ruler, he yet held his peace and congratulated 
him on his accession and continued as a loyal and 
affectionate member of the family.b 9. He married 
the daughter of a wise and virtuous prefect, whom 
the victorious enemy respected, advising his own 
subordinates to take him as the pattern for their 
administration, and he became the father of this ex
cellent prince and honoured. his father-in-law by 
giving his son the same name. 10. When Constantine 
'" .. , ..'I" "I "I. .. ...,.... ,,1 'I • • ••rell lU ana mea, muraer stalKea tnrougn practlcauy 
all the family, fathers and sons alike. Our prince and 

Basiiina, daughter of Juiius Juiianus, an adherent of Lici
nius. 
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a The military massacres that almost wiped out the legi
timate descendants of Constant ius Chlorus occurred a few 
months after Constantine's death. in autumn A.D. 337. 
Julian always blamed Constantius for them. not without 
reason: af. Ep. ad 8.P.Q.Ath. ~70 cd. Zos.~. 40. ~. Socr. 
H.E. 3. I, Pnilostorg. 2. 16. Socrates here adapts the 
narrative of Libanius. with its pathetic exaggeration of 
Julian's extreme youth. 
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his elder brother escaped this massacre, Gallus saved 
by an illness which was thought quite enough to be 
the death of him anyway, Julian by his tender years, 
for he was but newly weaned.a 11. Now while Gallus 
preferred to devote himself to . other pursuits than 
eloquence, believing that he would thereby encounter 
less unpopularity, Julian's guardian angel urged him 
on to the love of learning, and therein he spent his 
time in the greatest city of the empire next to Rome.1> 
He went to school, an emperor's grandson, an em
peror's nephew and an emperor's cousin, with no 
swagger,causing no trouble, and claiming no attention 
by a host of attendants and the hubbub that they 
create. An excellent eunuchc was the guardian of 
his virtue and another attendant who was not without 
his share oflearning. Julian's dress was nothing out 
of the ordinary: his demeanour was no more proud 
than that of others: he spoke to people hefore he 
was spoken to, and he did not repulse the poor: he 
would enter a room when invited, and until invited he 
would wait: he would stand where the rest usually 
did, listen to exactly the same as the rest, would leave 
with the rest, and would never claim any extra atten
tion. So, if you had come from abroad and viewed 
the class without knowing who they were and who 
their parents, you would never have discovered from 
his outward appearance anything to mark the superi
ority of his station. 

12. However, he was not on a level with them in 
eyery particular, for in his understanding and appreci
ation of his lessons, in his grasp and retention of 

b Constantinople. 
c Mardonius, -c/. Julian. j\1isop. SSg a. For Julian's 

schooldays cf. Schemmel, Philologu.~, 1927, pp. 455 if. 
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them, and in his perseverance in his labours, he 
opened up a great gap between himself and the rest. 
I saw that and regretted that it was not I that had 
the cultivation of such genius. A good-for-nothing 
teacher had the lad as a reward for his abuse of the 
gods, and the boy was actually being brought up with 
such notions of religion and was enduring this 
incompetence in rhetoric because of the war waged 
against the altars by his teacher.c 13. He was now on 
the threshold of manhood, and the princeliness of his 
nature was attested by many notable signs. This 
allowed Constantius 110 rest, and so, fearful that his 
capital, which was so influential in the formulation of 
public opinion and in matters of government the 
peer of Rome, should be attracted to the young 
man's excellence, with some untoward consequences 
for himself, he had him packed off to Nicomedeia, 
since that city would cause him not nearly so much 
alarm, and there he provided facilities for his edu· 
cation. Julian did not attend my lectures, though I 
had established myself there and had chosen the 
peaceful calm of that city in preference to the teeming 
dangers of the capital. Still, he bought copies of my 
speeches and so maintained an associat.ion with me. 
14. The reason for the fact that he found pleasure in 
my oratory and yet avoided its author was that 
marvellous teacher of his. He had bound him with 
many fearsome oaths never to be or to be called my 
pupil and never to be enrolled on the list of my stu· 
dents. 15. Though resenting his teacher's imposition 
of such an oath, he did not break it, but since he was 
conversion in the years following A.D. 861 won him the 
nickname of Euripus. Socr. IDe. cit. and 3.l23 has Libanius' 
narrative in mind. Both authors omit any mention of 
Julian's stay at Maeel1utn. 
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b The revolt of Magnentins in the West hroke out in A.D. 
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so desirous of me, he discovered a method whereby 
he could share in my oratory without perjuring 
himself. He got someone, at considerable expense, 
to convey to him my lectures each day. And here 
he proved the power of his genius in the highest 
degree, for with no personal association with me, he 
imitated my style better than any of my regular 
pupils. By this more obscure path he surpassed the 
brilliance of their approach in the fruitfulness of his 
labours, and this is surely the reason why, in the 
orations he afterwards composed, there is some affi
nity witb my own and he was thought to have been 
one of my students.a 

16. While he interested himself in this, his brother 
came to share the throne in a junior capacity. 
Constantius had two wars on his hands, first against 
Persia, and then against the usurper Magnentius. 
He certainly required a colleague, and so he sent 
Gallus from Italy to safeguard his Eastern empire.b 

In times past his father's position had been that of an 
emperor's brother: so was Julian's now. 17. Now, 
when Ganus passed through Bithynia with his 
retinue, the two brothers had an interview, but his 
rise to fortune did not affect Julian's outlook, nor did 
he make it an excuse for idleness that his brother was 
a ruling emperor. Instead he increased his passion 
for learning still further, and increased the efforts 
that he applied to its pursuit, for he felt that, if he 
remained in a private station, he would possess in 
place of majesty an attribute more divine-,...isdom, 
while if he were called to the throne, he would adorn 

3.50, with the assassination of Constans. In March A.D. 351 
Gallus was promoted Caesar, married to Constantia, and 
sent to Antioch to govern the East: c/. Zos. 2.45. 
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a Cf, Eunap. V.S. 473 ff. Julian himself dates his con
version to A.D. 351 (E.L.F. No. Ill). 

" The citation is Plato, Phaedr. 243 D, an appropriate tag 
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his majesty with wisdom. 18. Thus for his studies he 
made use of sunlight, and when evening fell, of 
lamplight. His aim was not to make his possessions 
any greater,' easy though that was to do, but to 
improve his intellect. Finally, he met with people 
who were steeped with the learning of Plato,a and he 
learned of gods and spirits and the real creators and 
saviours of this whole universe:. he gained knowledge 
of the nature of the soul, its origin and its destination, 
the causes of its glory and elevation, and of its ruin 
and debasement: he discovered its bondage and 
its freedom, and the means to avoid the one and 
attain the other, and he washed a sour story clean 
with sweet discourse, b casting out all that earlier 
nonsense and in its place introducing into his soul the 
beauty of truth, no less than if he had brought into 
some mighty temple statues of gods that had been in 
times past befouled and besmirched. 19. Despite 
the change in his beliefs, he kept the same appear
ance as before, since to reveal them was out of the 
question. Aesop here would have composed a fable 
not of an ass in a lion's skin but of a lion in an ass's 
hide c: though he really knew what was right to know, 
he pretended a knowledge of what was safer. 20. 
His fame spread on all sides, and devotees of the 
Muses, and of the other gods too, travelled by land 
and sea, eager to look on him, to make his acquain
tance, to address him themselves and to hear him 
address them. Once they came, it was not easy for 
them to go away again. Siren-like he detained them, 
not just by his eloquence, but by his natural attrac

to round off the Platonic language in which this conversion 
to Neo-Piatonism is described. 

o Aesop, Fab. 33. Babrius, Fab. 189. 
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a Julian himself admits. in allegorical narrative, that his 
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tiveness. By his gift for deep affection he instilled 
the capacity for it into others also, so that being so 
nobly compounded together they were separated not 
without difficulty. 

21. He gathered together wisdom of every kind 
and displayed it-poetry, oratory, the various 
schools of philosophy, much use of Greek and not a 
little of Latin, for he interested himself in both. On 
the lips of every man of sense was the prayer that the 
lad should become the ruler of the empire, that an 
end be put to the ruin of civilization, and that there 
be put in charge of the troubled world one who knew 
how to cure such ills. 22. I would not go so far as to 
say that he disapproved of such prayers. I shall make 
no such boast about him. I feel that this was his 
desire too, but that it arose from a longing not for 
luxury, power or the imperial purple, but for the 
restoration by his own efforts of the worship of the 
gods in particular to the empire whence it had been 
expelled. 23. It was this that shook him to the core, 
as he saw their temples in ruins, their ritual banned, 
their altars overturned, their sacrifices suppressed, 
their priests sent packing and their property divided 
up between a crew of rascals. If one of the gods 
promised him a cure for these ills at another's doing, 
I am sure that he would have insisted on refUSing the 
throne. His anxiety, therefore, was not for power but 
for the well-being of the cities.a 

24. As this desire was growing in the hearts of men 
oflearning, that the world might be cured by his will, 
a false accusation ,vas brought against Gallus and a 
letter containing highly treasonable material was 

conversion to Hellenism ,vas accompanied by political 
ambitions ofthe kind here described (01'.7. g32 a if.), 
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discovered. Those responsible for it were punished, 
for after being the victim of such calumny he was not 
likely to reward them with garlands of greeting, but, 
by inflicting this punishment, he was held to be 
guilty of the crime he had punished, and he was con~ 
demned to death unheard, for his execution took 
place before he could make any plea.a 25. Julian 
was arrested immediately, and he was surrounded by 
armed guards, grim of face and harsh of tongue, 
whose behaviour was such that imprisonment seemed 
a mere trifle in comparison. Besides that, he was 
unable to remain in any single place: he was shifted 
from one locality to another to his discomfort.b All 
this he endured 'without a single charge, great or 
small, being brought against him. How could there 
be, when he lived a distance of three hundred days' 
journey away from his brother and corresponded
and not very often, at that-by letters that were 

, confined merely to greetings? So, though there was 
none to level accusation however false against him, 
he was victimized as I have said for no other reason 
than that the pair of them had a single father. 26. 
Here again there is reason to admire him: he made 
no denunciation of his dead brother to flatter his 
murderer, nor did he make any pronouncement on his 
behalf and so inflame the living against himself. He 
honoured his brother with concealed grief and 
allowed Constantius no excuse to kill him, though he 
was greatly desirous of it. He kept a good tight 
rein on his tongue, though hardly prompted to do 
so bv all the discomforts that beset him. so that. 
by his patience, he stopped the mouths of the 
wickedest blnckguards. 27. Yet not even this served 

b Cf. Socr. ll.E. loco cit. 
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1 EAVO'fV MSS.: E'lTf:tO'fV F. (conj. Re.). 
I vAwv King: aUAwv F., Re., MBS. I

G VJ. Homer, Od. 5. 338 if. For the intervention of 
Eusebia on Julian's behalf, and for his studies in Athens, 
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to protect him, nor did it assuage the wrath of 
Constantius in his stupid ill-temper, but as he was 
lying tempest-tossed, an Ino Cadmus' daughter, the 
wife of Constantius,a saw him, took pity on him, and 
soothed her husband. With many a plea she set free 
this lover of Greece and especially of Athens, the 
most precious part of Greece, to send him to the land 
he loved. 28. Now this must surely be a token of a 
spirit sent from heaven, that in choosing a residence 
he showed no desire for gardens, villas, woodlands,b 
seaside estates or the luxury of the many other pos
sessions that were all his in Ionia, but regarded all this 
seeming good fortune as of little account compared 
with Athens, the home of Plato, Demosthenes and 
the. various other branches of learning. 29. So he 
went there with all speed, to add to his store of 
knowledge and to consort with teachers who could 
offer something beyond what he already had. Upon 
associating with them and giving proof of his qualities 
and gaining proof of theirs, he astonished them more 
than they him. He alone of the youngsters who came 
to Athens left after giving instruction rather than 
receiving it. C At any rate, there could always be 
seen about him swarms of men, young and old, of 
philosophers and rhetors. And the gods also fixed 
their eyes on him, wen aware that he was the one 
who would restore them their age-old privileges. 
SO. He was equally remarkable for his eloquence and 

r/. Julian, Or. 3. 118 b ff., Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 27S a, Amm. 
!'vI arc. 15. 2, Z08. S. It SOCI'. lac. cit. 

b An impiled contrast with Constantius who prided him
Relf upon his hlllltinf!' prov,"ess (Amm. Marc. 21. 16. 7). 
Constantlus, in his private life, was above reproach (ibid. 5 f.). 

c IJbaniuf; ll.~cribes to Julinn an attitude toward~ /J... thenian 
teacherR similar to his own; rj. Or. 1. 17 if. 
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,. Identified, plausibly, by Sievers (p. 90) with Celsus, 
prataes Ciliciat in A.D. 862 (cf. Seeck. B.hZ.G. a.v.).'I' 

II Silvanus. usurper in Gaul aofter the suppression of the :-~ 
revolt of Magnentius: if, JuI. r. 1. 48 c, 2. 98 d, Amm. 
l\larc. 15. 5. c Cf. JuHan, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 270 cd. 
dn~2Ud£ . 
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ORATION XVIII, 30-32 


his shyness, for none of his utterances was made 
without a blush. Everyone enjoyed the kindness of 
his disposition, but it was only the best among them 
who enjoyed his confidence, and foremost among 
them was our fellow-citizen, the one person without 
reproach and by his excellence rising superior to idle 
gossip. a 

31. Now, the lad's intention was to live and die in 
Athens, and that he thought to be the most perfect 
bliss. However, the situation demanded a second 
emperor, for the cities near the Rhine were in ruins 
and the commanders sent to that theatre of war 
aspired to something higher than their lawful station. /I 
So the student of philosophy at Athens was sum
moned to the ~hrone, and in consequence of his very 
philosophy he inspired confidence in the man who had 
wronged him . most. Though he had been the 
murderer of his father and his brothers, some long 
before, the last but recently,C he still had hopes that 
his assurances would be loyally kept and that his 
disposition would be stronger than the complaints 
he could level against him. 3~. So, in summoning 
him, he was not far wrong in his hopes, but Julian 
had no grounds for believing that this advancement 
would not turn out to be a snare, for the blood 
already shed gave him reason to come to this con
clusion. However, there was no way of avoiding 
it, and he tearfully invoked the goddess and prayed 
her to help him, and so took his departure.d On 
becoming a partner on the throne, he was imme
f1u:~t"l•• ..:l<>+n;leA ~r>.. " +!loIr +h!lt """'111h·prl tlu' hllnrlc::.'" -Y~'J u .... c..a.ll. u LV'" .... .... ~.I.~ ... _w .. -'1.-.... _- ..,"".. - .,._..... _ 

of Heracles to deal with it, for the position in Gaul, 
the most distant province by the ocean's edge, was as 
foiiows. 
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.. , 

a A remarkable admission of Magnentius' good adminj~ :; 

stration, lacking the qualification of Zos, 9. 54. 
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33. When Constantius was at war with Magnentius 
who had usurped the empire of another and was 
governing it himself with regard for law and order,a 
he felt that he must have recourse to every means to 
secure his downfall, and sending letters to the 
barbarians he actually opened up Roman territory to 
them, for he told them that he permitted them to 
occupy as much as they could.b 34. They were given 
a clear field and the terms of their treaties were 
rescinded by these despatches, and they swept in 
with absolutely none to stop them, for Magnentius 
had his forces in Italy. They ravaged the prosperous 
cities to their hearts' content c: villages were laid 
waste, walls were battered down: goods, women and 
children were carried off'. The menfolk, as slaves, fol
lowed them, the poor devils carrying their own posses
sions on their backs. If they could not endure slavery 
and the sight of wives and daughters assaulted, they 
were murdered in the midst of their laments: the 
pick of what we possessed was transferred to the 
barbarians, and the victors farmed with their own 
hands the land that belonged to us and by those of 
their captives that which was their own. 35. Those 
cities that escaped the sack by the strength of their 
walls had no land save for a very small area: their 
folk were ravaged by famine and had recourse to 
anything that could serve for food, until the inhabi
tants were so reduced in number that the cities 
themselves formed both city and farmland and the 
uninhabited spaces inside the defences provided 
land enough for farming. Yes, oxen were yoked, 
furrows drawn, the seed set, and the corn grew, was 

II Of. Zos. 2. 53. 

e Cf. Or. 12. 40 and note. 
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II ·.1:Cf. Or. 12. 44, Amm. Marc. 16. :to 1:t. 
b Ibid. 15. 8. 1. ,.;[ 
o Those of Constantine II, ConstarIs and himself, he now 

being the sole survivor of the sons of Constantine. 
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reaped and threshed, all inside the city gates, so that 
the captives could not have been said to be any worse 
off than they who remained at home.a 

36. Constantius, after buying his victory at such 
cost, at first rejoiced and was glad, but after the final 
defeat of his foe, his treason stood revealed and 
Rome practically cried out aloud that she had been 
foully mutilated. He had not the courage to eject 
the intruders at the risk of his own skin, so he called on 
this student, whom he had just now fetched from 
college to a career of arms, to undertake the expe
dition.b But the oddest thing was his prayer that 
this same person should at the same time overcome 
and be overcome by the enemy, such emotions being 
due to his desire to recover his territory and to his 
envy. 37. He gave immediate proof that he was 
sending him out to death no less than to victory, for, 
though he had an army that in times past was big 
enough to keep three empires C in order, with masses 
of infantry and cavalry so invulnerably equipped as to 
lend them a tetrible aspect, he detailed three 
hundred a of his most unreliable infantry to act as his 
escort: he would, he said, find his army in those 
already stationed there, that is, in men who had long 
been schooled in defeat and whose job had long been 
to stand siege. 38. Yet none of this worried Julian 
or caused him alarm, Though this was his first taste 
of action and campaigning, and though he was going 
to put into the field unsteady troops against the all
conquering foe, he wore his gear as if he had from 
the start been used to hand1in~ a shield instead of' 
books, and he advanced with such confidence a$ if he 

II Of. 01'. 19. 44, Julian,Eq. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 277 d, Zos. 
3.3.. 
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1 1C~~aAii F. (most MSS.: c/. Socr. H.E. 8. 1): KOpv#j Re. 
(corrections in C La). 
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were commander of a host of heroes. 39. There were 
two good reasons for such behaviour. First, there was 
his philosophy and his knowledge that strategy was 
more effective than,brute strength. Secondly, he had 
confidence that the gods fought on his side. He knew 
that Heracles too had escaped the Styx because 
Athena tipped the scale ill his favour.a 

40. Right from the start there was a clear indica
tion of the goodwill of the gods towards him. He left 
Italy in mid-winter, a season when anyone not pro
tected under cover was liable to die from the snow
storms and frost, but his march was accompanied by 
such brilliant sunshine that, as they advanced, they 
called it the season of spring, and the cold was 
conquered even before his enemies were. 41. :t\-lore
over, here was another indication of his better 
fortune: as he was passing through the first township 
of the province allotted to him, one of the garlands of 
greenery-cur parishes hang them in large numbers 
suspended on strings in mid-air between the pillars 
and the house walls and we decorate our towns \Vith 
them-lost its fastenings, dropped on the emperor's 
head and fitted exactly. A cheer rose up on all 
sides b: for by this crown, obviously, his future 
triumphs were foretold, and the fact that he came to 
conquer. 
, 4~. Now, if the emperor that sent him had allowed 

him to go into action straightaway and to use his own 
initiative, the situation there would have been 
improved immediately, but in fact he had authority 
for nothing save to wear the u:niform. Executive 
powers were vested in his military officers, for it had 

II OJ. Or. IS. 28. 
~ Soer. (loe. cU.) borrows this story from Libanius. 
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1 JCfOOK'TO Fabr. (lHSS.): JOEC07'O Re., F. 

a So Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 277 d fr., Zos. 3. 2. ..·•. .•. 
b At Augustodunum, cf. Amm. Marc. 16.2. 1. 

1·.: 

~ Cj. Thuc. 1. 105. In 459 lLC., while the maioritv of ' 
Athenian first-line troops were engaged in Egypt and Aeginll, ' 
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been Constantius' decision that they should command 
and he be subordinate to them.a He, mindful of 
Odysseus and his companions, put up with the po
sition, but the, generals, it seemed, preferred to stay 
fast asleep, and it encouraged the enemy that, after 
the arrival of an emperor, they should have all they 
had had before. 43. But fo~ all that, even if action 
were denied him and his tours of his pro"inces were 
only for inspection-and that was all he was allowed 
to do-the influence of his title and presence was 
such that one of those who had long been cooped up 
like fish in a barrel sallied out and captured a bar
barian tilling the land close to the wall, and one or 
two more people did the same. Finally a night at
tack made by a large force of young warriors was 
repulsed by a few old men who had been released 
from military service because of their age.b The 
assailants, with ladders, attacked alongside an un
guarded gate-their favourite method of capturing 
a city-but the inhabitants, as soon as the alarm was 
raised, used everything in sight as a weapon and 
charged with aging step, shouting the emperor's name 
as the battle cry. And the old fellows won, just like 
those of Myronides, killing some of the assailants 
themselves, while others of the attackers threw them
selves to their death from the walLe 44. From the 
other side the young men made a sally against the 
barbarians, something quite contrary to their custom 
hitherto. They revelled in the killing, and the enemy 
turned and fled. They did not actually see the 
emperor but had been inspired by his nearness, while 

the reserve forces (" the olde'lt and the youngest") under 
Myl'Onides successfully defended Athens' new ally, Megara, 
from Corinthian atlacl,. 
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··I·~a Cj. Amm. Marc. 16.2. 10. 
o Socr. loe. c'it. The Dacian campaign, illustrated 011 § 

Trajan's Column, provides a precedent foi' this type of total 
warfare. 
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others, who were on the point of settling elsewhere, 
cast away their fears and stayed. 45. And when the 
barbarians launched an attack from the depths of the 
forest upon the rear of the column of march, the 
change in the situation was such that they who had 
expected to throw him into disorder were annihilated. a 

Their killers brought in their dead foes' heads as 
proof, for there was a price set on every head, and 
much eagerness for head-hunting. b With great cle
verness he used their desire for gain to purge their 
souls of cowardice, and acquisitiveness inspired cour
age. Some of the enemy sought refuge on the islands 
formed by the Rhine and feU prey to those of our 
people who crossed by swimming or in boats; and the 
cities feasted on their cattle. 46. In fact, of the two 
most important cities, he found that one had been 
harried by countless inroads c and the other was lying 
desolate and in ruins as a result of a single recent 
attack. He lent a helping hand for the rebuilding of 
this last, and placed a garrison in it.d The other, 
that had become completely destitute, so that it had 
been reduced to using the most outlandish things for 
food, he consoled with hopes of better things. 47. On 
seeing this, the chieftain of a not inconsiderable native 
tribe came to him with his excuses: he pleaded that 
he had done no great harm, and asked for peace and 
offered to become an ally. Since there seemed to be 
something in what he said, Julian made a truce with 
him for a short period, rendering him better disposed 
through fear of what might follow. 

48. So, in his tours of inspection of the province, 

C Brotomagus (Brumath), d. Amm. Marc. 16. 52. 152 f. 
a Agrippina (Cologne). ibi4.1.. 16. 8, Julian, Ep. ad 

S.P.Q.Ath. 279 be. 
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1 s' clv'pprJ~( F. (lIlSS.): S~ S"PprJ~E He.: om. Fabr. A ends. 

a For the depof'ition of :Marrellus and his replacement '..••,.1'.,.: 

by Severus of. Jul. Ep. ad S.P.Q.Atl~. 27S'd, Amm. Marc. 
16. 	j L i. 

b Libanius regularly uses 1I'Pf(J~Jr£poS and p£cfn-fPOS in con
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such and more was the influence he exerted, though 
he had not yet reached a position where he could put 
all his schemes into practice. That commander who 
showed cowardice in face of the enemy and reserved 
his violence for his own people was withdrawn, and as 
his successor there came a first-rate man with an 
expert acquaintance with warfare.a Hence most of 
the obstacles were removed, and now at last the time 
had come for the emperor to prove himself beyond all 
doubt. 49. Just consider the circumstances. His 
senior colleague decided that a crossing of the river 
should be effected against the barbarians: he, the 
junior, had long been eager for this, like a horse for 
the race, fretting at the constraint that held him back. 
Constantius saw that Julian's forces were small, too 
small for the venture and sent 30,000 infantry, double 
the numbers that he had, putting in command a 
general who had a name for skilful handling of troops. 
50. Both these armies should have combined into one, 
but when there was no great distance between them 
as they converged Constantius b became alarmed that 
Julian should share in the victory, and at the same 
time, thinking his force to be sufficient, he ordered 
his general not to effect a junction but to cross alone. 
While he was building a pontoon bridge across the 
river, the barbarians felled trees higher up and sent 
great baulks of timber floating downstream. These 
crashed into the boats and loosened them from their 
moorings, holing or sinking them.c 51. This first 

necHon with joint rulers to express not merely age but the 
hierarchy of imperial power, either between an Augustus 
and his Caesar, as here, or between two AllguSti, as in Or. 
~4. 12 f. 

c For Bal'batio's failure in the r.ampaign of A,D. 3.57 cf· 
Amm. Marc. 16. 11. ~ ff. 
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1 avtcn'l] MSS.: dV((1'1"lI F. 
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attempt having failed, he took to his heels and ran, 
his 30,000 with him. The barbarians were not content 
to have escaped harm: they thought it was now their 
turn to inflict some, and so they crossed the river in 
pursuit, fell upon them and killed them and returned 
home in triumph, and began to follow up one action 
with another, or rather, from words they proceeded 
to the consequences of them. 52. For when they had 
returned home, the emperor began to stock his forts 
and towns with corn taken as booty from the lands 
cultivated by the enemy, employing his soldiers on 
this as far as possible.a He restored the ruined 
places, and when he took up winter quarters far from 
the Rhine the emperor was to be informed of any 
enemy attack by relays of messengers, the word 
passing from one place to the next. Previously the 
extent of the waste-land had deprived us of all know
ledge of their plans. The barbarians, finding out 
that Romans in Roman territory were reaping crops 
that belonged to them, were as annoyed as at the 
ravaging of their ancestral domains. b They des
patched an envoy to display the letter that made the 
land their own, and asserted that Julian was opposing 
his sovereign's will and that he should confess as 
much: he must either abide by the terms of the 
despatch or, if he refused, expect war. 53. Julian 
however alleged that he came to spy for them, for 
their chief would never have been so arrogant as that, 
and he had him arrested. Then remembering the 
speeches of exhortation that he had heard given by 
the I!enerals of old in history books. and well aware 
that""such an address at the ~tart or'action sends the 

G Of. Amm. Marc. 16. 11. 11 if. 
• 	 6 Ibid. 16. 12. S if. 
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<l For Ammianus' version, ibid. 16. 12. 9 if. The com- "I" 

ment upon this rhetorical convention is fair illustration of "1 

the current practice.;? 
~ Homer; Iliad, 2. 453. 
c The most detailed account of the hattle of Strasburg is 

314 

http:UTpaTl.as


fl. 

ORATION XVIII, 53-56 


men cheerfully into battle, he delivered a speech 
which I would gladly have inserted here in my own,a 
but since that is forbidden by the tradition in such 
matters, I will limit my remarks to this, that" for them 
fighting became much more to their liking" b than 
inaction had been before. 54. It was decided that 
the cavalry should be posted on either flank, with 
the infantry in the centre and the pick of both horse 
and foot on the right with the emperor. This 
arrangement should not have come to the enemy's 
notice, but the treachery of some deserters prevented 
this. The enemy began their crossing and, although 
it was in his power to stop them, the emperor refused 
to do so, nor yet would he bring on a fight by an 
attack on a small section of their forces. However, 
when they numbered 80,000, he marched down to 
meet them before many times more came on the 
scene, for they had resolved, as was afterwards 
discovered, to leave none of their fighting men 
behind at home. 55. Both aspects of his strategy, 
then, were worthy of remark, first, his refusal to 
attack the vanguard, secondly, his refusal to engage 
with all the enemy in motion, for the first was of 
little importance, the second fraught with the 
greatest danger, the one indicating timidity, the 
other rashness in a general. Hence he did not seek 
to prevent the crossing of forces far greater than his 
own, but by his attack he put a stop to any reinforce
ment for them.<l 56. Upon discovering the dis
position of his forces, they opposed the bravest of 
",1.. _1 •• - ••- J..., ____ t- ",1._ ",,~,..1, "4-'1-.:,,, ()n +'h .. ,.;O'h+ +hpv"tutar lIY1'll ~lUU1-';:' U ~ll'" 'p~""n. V4 UN • ...., .. " •• ~ "0"" ~'--J 

placed a supporting party in an ambush concealed 

given by Ammianus (16. 12). Libanius' information is de
rived from Julian's own report (E.L.F. No. ~5). 
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).. '\ , I {/ .... I " 
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in a water course; a deep curtain of reeds hid the 
party, for the ground was marshy. For all that, it 
did not escape the gaze of the Romans on the extreme 
left: as soon as they saw them, they raised the battle 
cry and charged, dislodged them and followed in 
pursuit, and by their means set about half their 
army in disorder, since panic begot panic and passed 
from one section to another. 57. The result was not 
unlike that of the naval engagement between Corcyra 
and Corinth, for here too both sides won and lost.a 

The left wing of each side was victorious, so that the 
crack troops around the emperor on the Roman right 
were hard pressed by the crack troops of the enemy. 
58. Not even the standard ~earers, so strictly trained 
in keeping their posts, maintained their regular be
haviour. They gave way, and the emperor shouted 
aloud copying the words of the son of Telamon. b He, 
you will remember, told the Greeks that there was 
no returning home for them once their ships were 
destroyed, and Julian told these men that if they were 
beaten, the cities would shut their gates against 
them, and no one would give them supplies: finally 
he added that, if they had made up their minds to 
flee, they would have to kill him first, for while ever 
he was alive, he would not let them do it, and he 
pointed out to them those barbarians who were 
fleeing before their pursuers. 59. Hearing and seeing 
this, they were ashamed and encouraged, and they 
turned and entered the fray once more. Their 
disgrace was erased and everyone joined in the pur-
COt,,; ..... COl"\. ...h"f. ~U.Q'" ....h.A """'I),..,.1";n ",ha"''''e "'~+-h.o. 'hOI"fOI'Y'OI'T'O 
.:::1 ...... .1.. ... ,.::Ju 1t,.I .... t." ... \..+'V ....... ,u. ,-,,,.1.\..+ ou.u.J,\",I,oJ J.,l "-''''''.1.6 V.L '-'.J. '" U(N65"6'-' 


train on the crest of the hill were moved to take part 
in the action. They rushed forward and, their 

a Thuc. 1. 49. h Homer, Iliad, 15. 501 fr. 
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OVoE E01)(JEV atOEa ELS' T1)V apTt TVX1)V Kat D-Y£sO
"" t I I

/LEVOS O(JOV tOXV(JEV 'fJ/LEpa /Lta. 

63. Ttva TWV 1Tap' "EAA1)(JtV €OPTWV 1TaptfJaAf.V 
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"" I ) f} "'\ , )\"AI
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" , "'" I I \ """ , A'
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·.:.·:·1'·:·· 

• 

::' 

<I Chnodomarius: Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. ~79 c. Amm. 
Marc. 16. 12. 65 if. 
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advance being seen, they gave the enemy an exag
gerated notion of their numbers, so that none now 
was ready to stand his ground. 60. In consequence, 
the field was littered with the bodies of 8,000 dead, 
and the Rhine was hidden by the corpses of those 
who, unable to swim, were drowned, while the islands 
in the river were full of the bodies of the slain, for 
the victors routed out those who were skulking there 
in the woods. To the most far distant barbarians 
corpses and armour carried down by the stream 
brought the tidings of battle. 61. Best of all, while 
beating the islands for fugitives, in this hunt they 
even caught the chiefa along with his followers. 
Without stripping him of his armour, they held fast 
his hands and led him captive, a tall, fine figure of a 
man, who attracted everyone's attention by his ap
pearance and equipment. 62. The sun sank to rest 
after witnessing such a feat, and the emperor made 
him face an inquiry into his activities. While ever 
he presented a bold front in his replies, he ad
mired him, but when, after a noble beginning, he 
ended in tones of humility, fearing for his life and 
begging for mercy, he almost hated him. Still, he 
did him no harm: he did not even put him in chains, 
out of respect for his recent eminence and from 
consideration of the great effect a single day had 
produced. 

63. What festival in Greece could have been com
pared with that evening, when the combatants were 
ddnking together, recounting to one another how 
many they had killed in the battle; laughing; singing; 
bragging, while anyone kept a,,'ay from the feast by 
his wounds found ample consolation in his very 

, .." ,.,,~ '("1'11________ ! __ .LL _! __ ..l ___ _____ .LL ___ ~____'L.L 
wounas r oq.. vv ny, eveUlIl LatIf UfeUlll::i Liley lUUgUL 
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) I a\ I \ I " \
E170tEL tJEI\7'tW; kat 7'LVOS OV 0'€fLV07€POV fLE7'a 7'OL

I , II I' \ \ "''/ IR 544 OV7'WV aywvLs€O'UllL O'UfLfLaxwv; €17€£ kat 7'OLS' 
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a For the unexpectedness of the victory cf. Amm. Mai'c. 
16. 1~. 51. b Herod. 6. 105. 
320 

http:afl.fl.ll


ORATION XVIII, 64-67 


and beat the enemy over again, and all night long 
they enjoyed the pleasure of their labours of the day, 
for at last, at long last, they had set up a trophy over 
the barbarians and were the more delighted at its 
very unexpectedness.a 65. But did Julian turn them 
into heroes from being natural cowards, like some 
deity infusing them with valour? Then what can 
surpass such superhuman ability? 01' had their 
courage been rendered unavailing by the cowardice 
of their commanders? Then what is more glorious 
than to induce good men to demonstrate their 
staunchness? Or was it some god behind the scenes 
who caused their success? Then to fight with the 
gods on our side is surely the proudest boast of all. 
It redounded more to the credit of Athens, for 
instance, that she gained her famous victory at 
Marathon with the aid of Heracles and Pan than if 
she had done so without the gods to help her.D 

66. Now, any other man after such an overwhelming 
victory might have disbanded his army, retired to his 
capital and feasted his eyes on horse races and 
theatrical amusements, and sought mental relaxa
tion. But not he! To teach the standard bearers 
how to remain at their posts, he punished them but 
let them live: the remission of the death sentence he 
attributed to his victory./J That great tall fellow, the 
chief, his prisoner, he sent to Constantius to tell the 
news of his own undoing, for he regarded it his duty 
to perform the actions himself but to give the credit 
for them to Constantius-an Achilles resigning his 
Q ...... (\;1o +1"\ AN"~oVV\,"\r.n d {!!"'f ,., "'_ ....&. __ .a..! .... .- __ ... 1 ... 1- __ - ~eo.l 
wyV.L.I.<J \,IV "''''SCl..l..1.1.\.,..,u..lUVUt VI. VVl1~t,U1J"'lU~ ct;u;urat. 

a triumph over him, gave himself airs and gained fame 

cl Zos. 3. 8. 11. 
Ii Julian, loot cit., Amm. Marc. 16. 12. va. 
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1 'TOUTOV Y., conj. Re. (corrections in eM): ToiiTo othet' 11155. 
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ORATION XVIII, 67-70 

from another man's dangers,a for Julian had filled a 
second chief, who had joined the other in his invasion 
but had advised him not to fight, with such alarm that 
he sent him fleeing into the hands of Constantius, 
who now, by Julian's agency, became master of both 
chieftains, one by surrender, the other by capture. 

I 

68. But to return to my theme. His reactions 'were 
not those of a victor whom success diverts to pleasure 
and idleness. After burying his dead, he did not 
allow his troops to lay down their arms, though they 
greatly desired it. Their performance so far, he felt, 
had been simply one of defending their own country 
from aggression: men of mettle should revenge 
themselves for what they had suffered. So he led 
them in an invasion of enemy territory, explaining to 
them that there was little left to do and that it would 
be more of a pleasure-jaunt than a fatigue, for the 
barbarians were like a wounded beast awaiting the 
coup de grace. 69. And he was not \\Tong either: 
when his army made the crossing, the barbarian 
warriors hid their women and children in the forest 
and sought safety in flight. He burned down their 
villages and brought out all they had hidden away, 
for the forest provided no hindrance. An embassy 
immediately presented itself, using humble language 
suited to their present plight. They proposed that 
he should halt there, cease his ravages and treat 
them as friends in future. He did, in fact, make 
a truce with them, but only for the duration of 
the winter, when even without a truce they might 
perhaps have srained a respite.b 70. So much then 
~vas the grace ~he granted 'his defeated foe, but he 

(I Of. AmmianllS' bitter comment, 16. 12. 70. 
b Amra. rl'iarc. 17. 1, Zas. 3, 4. 
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a Amm. Marc. 17. g; of. Thuc. 4. 38. 
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did not expect so much for himself: in mid-winter he 
had to deal with a thousand of the Franks, to whose 
taste snows and blossoms come alike. They were 
engaged in ravaging some villages in the centre of 
which was a deserted fort. Here he surrounded 
them and kept them penned up until he forced them 
to surrender from starvation. Then he sent them in 
chains to his superior-an event without precedent, 
for it was their way to conquer or die. For all that, 
they were put in chains, just like the Spartans at 
Sphacteria,a The emperor who received them des
cribed them as a gift and drafted them into his own 
regiments, confident that he was enrolling pillars of 
strength for himself, since everyone was a match for 
many ordinary men. 71. This then was one of his 
major exploits in that wipter, but there was another 
no less remarkable. When a whole enemy tribe 
suddenly overran part of the province, he hastened 
to dislodge them in concert with the forces garrison
ingthe threatened area, but on the news of the raid, 
anticipating his coming, they themselves ejected the 
enemy inflicting heavy losses. So the emperor, both 
upon his arrival and before it, was alike victorious. 
72. And this feat he performed as he just then arose 
from the midst of his books-or rather, as he went 
against the foe, he went with his books for company. 
For he always had in his hands either books or arms, 
for he considered warfare to be greatly helped by 
philosophy, and that in an emperor ability to use his 
wits was more effective than belligerency.b 73. For 
instance) the two fonowing devices were certainly 
beneficial to the community and indications of his 
superior intellect, first that he increased the eager-

b qr. Amm. Marc. 16.6.3 fl. 
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1 EV oIs; "F. t conj. H.: W~ MSS. exeept V and Par. 3016: 0) 
V; in Par. preceded by Tel)! •.. 8'T/ua,vpov. 


" After Kat F. inserts G.1Tf.P. 


a e.g., Priscus: cf. Or. ]2.55, .Julian, E.L.F.No. 13. Eu
nap. V.S. 481 if. 

b Of. Or. H~. 55. f. 
C A Platonic tag (tUDS 01Taoot: Phaedr. ft5"t c) is here 

326 

http:E.L.F.No


ORATION XVIII, 78-75 


ness of good men by the honours that he sponsored 

. for them from the distributor of such things, and 

secondly, that in the harrying of enemy territory, 

he allowed them possession of whatever they got 

their hands 011, for this is obviously on a par with his 

proclamation that anyone who brought in the head of 

an enemy should receive a gold piece for his courage. 

74. His renown spread both reports over the whole 
world, and he was loved by every soldier that loved 
action and by men of learning. Those residents of 
Athens that knew their own worth went to visit him, 
as once upon a time the sages visited Croesus in 
Lydia.a Yet Croesus displayed to Solon his treasures 
of money, as though that was the most priceless 
possession he had; but Julian displayed to the 
newcomers the treasures of his soul, treasures that 
held the riches of the Muses, and with them the 
emperor recited verses in honour of his visitors. 
Even now you can obtain them and read them,b 

75. Such then was the revelry with which he enter-: 
tained the servants of Hermes and Zeus,c but as soon 
as the season called for the raising of the standard he 
went on campaign.a He made a lightning appearance 
on the Rhine, and so terrified a whole enemy tribe 
that they asked permission to migrate and form part 
of his empire, judging it better to dwell beneath 
his sway than intheir own country. They asked for 
land, and they got it. And against barbarians he em
ployed barbarians who thought it more honourable 

linked 'with the conventional notion of Hermes as patron of 
learning to indicate the pagan bias of this literary coterie in 
Paris. 

d The campaign of A.D. 358, described by Julian, Ep. ad 
S.P.Q.Ath. 280 a If., and Amm. Marc. 17.8 If., began with 
operations against the SaHan Franks and Chamavi. 
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1 p,vp{OtS Re., JlfSS.: KVPEtoLS F., Fabr. 

.. Suomarius and Hortarius: J;\mm. ~fIarc. 17. 10. 3 tr., 
Zos. 3. 4. 
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to pursue in his company than to flee in theirs. 76. 
This much was achieved without a fight; but he re
solved to cross the river again, and through lack 
of boats he set his infantry and cavalry to swim 
across. Then he advanced, ravaging and collect
ing booty, with none to say him nay. The wret
ched inhabitants at last offered a tardy submission, 
as they had to do or else be burned out. 77. But 
he felt that the day had come that should cure all 
the ills of Gaul, and so he at first sent them off 
contemptuously, but they came back again with 
their chieftains in person as suppliants, and the 
wielders of the sceptre abased themselves to the 
ground. a Then he reminded them of their long reign 
of terror and the incalculable damage they had 
wrought, and he told them to buy peace at the cost 
of healing the harm they had done, by rebuilding 
the towns and restoring the inhabitants. 78. They 
agreed to this and were true to their word. Timber 
and iron were brought to rebuild houses, and every 
captive set at liberty to return and, so that he would 
not bear malice, was cosseted by the man who had 
earlier flogged him. The captives whom they did not 
restore, they proved were dead, and the truth in this 
matter was decided by the testimony of those re
leased. 79. In the army of the Ten Thousand, after 
their long toils and endless mountains, the first sight 
of the sea evoked shouts and tears of joy, and those 
who had shared those dangers embraced one 
another. v These folk now did the same at the sight 
not of the sea but of each other, as they sa,v their 
kinsfolk restored from slavery or as they recovered 
homes and kindred. Everyone else, who though not 

b Xen. Anab. 4. '1. ~1 fr. 
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a For Julian's concern with Britain in A.D. 359 c/. Julian. 
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connected by family ties yet saw their embraces, be
gan to weep also, and tears flowed, tears far sweeter 
than those once shed at parting, for now they were 
tears of joy at their reunion. 

80. In this way a war sundered the Gauls when it 
was fought under a cowardlycommandel' and reunited 
them under a brave one. The council chambers and 
the commons of the cities were filled, and manufac
tures and financial revenues increased. Daughters 
were betrothed, young men got married, people 
travelled about, and holiday and festival gatherings 
regained their pristine splendour. 81. Thus, if this 
man were to be called the founder of those cities, the 
term would not be inappropriate, for some that had 
vanished he resurrected, to others that were almost 
depopulated he restored the inhabitants and granted 
them to have no such fear in future. So when 
winter came, no barbarian now sailed out on his usual 
forays. They stayed at home and ate their own stuff, 
not so much out of respect for agreements as of fear 
of war, since even those who had no treaty relations 
with us were warned to stay peaceful by the terror 
they anticipated. 

I 

82. And what of his activities in this peaceful 
time? He took counsel for the greatest of the islands 
under the sun, that lies surrounded by ocean.a He 
sent accountants there to supervise the expenditure 
that was nominally made upon military objectives but 
was in fact a source of revenue for the generals. He 
brought to heel those guilty of this misconduct, and 
he also did something else of much more importance 
and designed for the security of Gaul in particular. 

Ep. ad r"p.Q.Ath, 219 d fr,; Amm, Marc, 18, 2. 3 f., Zos. 
3. 5. 
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a Julian had crossed swords with Florentius upon the 
question of imposing a superindictio on the Gallic provinces 
earlier in A.D. 358 (Amm. Marc. 17.3). This incident, which 
occurred in winter 358/9, set the Caesar and his prefect still 
..." .,,, I J& n 1 S n Q ,J.ll. aBO \ rf'iL ) {\ ,rurtner at onns \q.1!.tp. au .r. .L1W. ~ ;Q cJ. iue avopoyuliO' 
of E.L.~. No. 14 (384 d) may refer to him. 
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ORATION XVIII, 83-85 

83. It had long ago been the practice to bring corn 
from the island,. first by sea and then up the Rhine. 
Since the time the barbarians had gained control, 
they had not allowed it passage, and the ships had 
long been hauled ashore and left to rot. Some few 
continued to ply, but since they discharged their 
cargo in coastal ports, the corn had to be conveyed 
by waggons instead of river transport, and that was 
a very expensive undertaking. Julian therefore set 
about renewing the practice and was sadly disturbed 
should he not put the carriage of corn on its former 
footing. So he promptly produced more ships than 
before and considered means whereby the river 
should be opened up for the passage of his corn. 

84. While he was engaged on this, one of the 
provincials began the prosecution of an official for pe
culation. Florentius, a..'> prefect, presided over the 
case and, being himself well versed in the art of 
peculation and the recipient of a bribe in the present 
instance, he began to direct his anger against the 
prosecutor, out of respect for his partner in crime. 
Such misconduct did not go unobserved: people 
began to gossip about it and the noise of it began to 
disturb his ears, and so he tried to get the emperor 
to preside over the case. The emperor tried at first 
to avoid this duty, claiming that this was not one of 
the powers granted him. 85. This action of Florentius 
sprang not from being given a just verdict but from 
the notion that Julian would side with him, even if it 
appeared that he was in the wrong.a However, when 
he found that the force of truth counted for more with 
Julian than any partiality towards himself, he was 

., 
··1·.".., 	 sore at heart and, in his despatches, he traduced the 

emperor;s intimate friend as encouraging the young 
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1 'TOV inserted by Asmus. 
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man to be too big for his boots, and so expelled from 
the palace one who was almost a father to the 
emperor. 86. So once more he honoured him with a 
speech that-still expresses his grief at that separation 
and in his grief he clung the closer to the friends left 
to him: nor did his temperament succumb to such 
injustice." 87. Nor again did he think that he should 
revenge himself upon the empire of Rome for the 
wrongs he suffered at the hands of these people, but 
he went right down to the coast and restored a city 
called Herac1ea, a labour of Herac1es.b He brought 
the corn convoys up the Rhine, while all who hoped 
to stop him choked with rage but were unable to 
prevent him. He continued his advance, skirting 
the territory of the tribes at peace with him, so that 
he would not have to harm them by attacking the 
enemy through their land. So the fleet sailed on, and 
the enemy army advanced in line with it to prevent 
any attempt at bridging the river. 88. Here, if you 
please, consider his consummate captaincy. There 
was no impasse that he did not resolve with ease. 
As he marched on and surveyed the opposite bank, 
he observed a strategic point which, if taken, would 
afford security to the occupying troops, and so he left 
behind some boats and a small detachment of his 
forces hidden in an inlet on his own side of the river, 
while he himself advanced and compeUed the enemy 
to march parallel with him. In the evening, after 
pitching camp, qe signalled the party left behind to 
cross and occupy the point. 89. They obeyed and 

II Speech of consolation on the departure of Salustius, 
Or. 8. ~40 a if. OJ. Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath., lor. cit., 
E.L.F. No. 14.885 d, Zos. 8. 5. 

b AfiHU. Matc. IS. S. 4 if. Libanius makes piay with the 
name. 
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ORATION XVIII, 89-91 


gained control of it, and the rest retraced their steps 
and bridged the river, starting from their own side 
and finishing at the point just taken. This caused 
the barbarians to suppose that there were more 
bridges, and they began to think that they were 
beset by a number of troubles of which they had no 
idea. Then at last they concurred with those who 
had already had recourse to peace, and they came 
asking to receive the same treatment on the same 
terms. The emperor, burning and ravaging their 
lands, when satisfied at last, accepted their overtures; 
and once again there took place the release of 
prisoners, with all the incidentals and the tears as on 
the earlier occasion. 

gO. The situation in Gaul and in the surrounding 
barbarian tribes was now completely reversed. The 
Gauls had experienced a revival and were in high 
spirits, while the barbarians had suffered disaster and 
were in despair at losing the supremacy that they 
used to think was theirs for all time. Gaul had 
recovered the power she had never again expected 
to have, and it was on everyone's lips that this was 
the result not so much of military successes as of 
Julian's genius. As a consequence, he became the 
victim of the envy of the man who owed him his 
crowns of victory ,4 for he began to recall the pick of 
the anny and those ready for any emergency, 
allowing only those past their prime, whose contri
bution was mere numbers instead of deeds, to stay 
with him. 91. The ostensible reason was the Persian 
war! and the fact that a now peaceful Gaul required 
no troops, as though it were not a simple matter 
for the treacherous barbarians to ride roughshod 
over their agreements and as if it were unnecessary 
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1 AWTOP.€VOS B.e. (l\1SS. except for corrections in I'U): 
1TnOop.~vos F. (PU corrected). 
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ORATION XVIII, 91-94 

for military backing to support the articles of peace. 
He clearly had no need of an army bigger than the 
one he had already to deal with Persia, for a section 
of that was enough for the job, and however many 
times he raised a force like it, he would never have 
gone into battle, for he was bent on procrastination. 
92. No I His reasoning was something very different. 
He wanted to call a halt to Julian's activity and his 
rising fame, or rather to destroy the fame he had 
already won by inciting the barbarian warriors to 
attack him and his unreliable troops. 93. He desired 
a report exactly the reverse of the one then obtaining 
to be broadcast throughout the empire, namely that 
he was pent up, -beleaguered, and that nothing could 
hold the barbarians who once again were capturing 
and demolishing cities, ploughing and so, ..ing a land 
not their own. He knew that, even ifJulian were one 
of the great commanders, he would be brought to the 
same pass as the helmsman of a great ship if he had 
no crew: for there too, his skill would not avail the 
ship without its full complement. So that fine 
emperor begrudged the power he had given to the 
one who had shaken heathendom to the core. 

I 

94. Hence our noble Julian was in a quandary. He 
saw disastrous consequences whether he obeyed or 
not, for to be stripped of his forces involved destruc
tion at the hands of the enemy, their retenton 
involved it from his own side. Here he chose to 
have them leave him, come what might, rather than 
to give the appearance of disloyalty, for he judgt'd 
that any blows inflicted by the enemy would be less 
serious than those from his o'wn kinsman. Hence he 
allowed the toadies of his senior colleague a com
nt"h.hr I..e.. 1.,,".:1 ",.,.:1 th"""T 1... ..11'''" ..~+h ~~" ........"''''.......1
l:'4"" ......... lt.; ....... '" ...... _ ........... , "",""""" '-"J ..., ....'6 u .... .. r .. .., .. ..,~~J4 t'''''I. Q V''''''' 
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a Cj. ,rulian's own pungent comments, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Atlt. 
280 d if. A detailed account of this incident and its con
sequ.enct'~<; appears in Amm. i\Iarc. 20. 4 if. Zosimus. it 
may be noted, applies this description to Julian's original 	 .·..,...·1'.'

bodyguard (3. 3. 3). . 
b Libanius here combines two uses of 8a.A>.d" (i) the olive 

branch of supplication (a common usage in drama). (ii) the 
proverbial waving of branches of greens tuff to entice cattle 
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bodyguard and his most reliable troops and worked 
through the whole army removing detachments, until 
they left him, for infantry, men just about able to 
muster up a prayer.a 

95. This he put up with, not without heartburnings, 
it is true. Still, put up with it, he did. But when the 
separate drafts were everywhere sent on the move, 
everywhere there rose to heaven cries of lamentation 
from rich and poor, slave and free, peasant and 
townsman, women and men, young and old. They 
felt that their enemies had practically begun to 
invade again already, and that the troubles excised 
with such difficulty would once more rear their 
heads. Those women especially who had borne 
children to the soldiers pointed to their children, not 
least to the babes at the breast dandled then before 
them and begged their fathers not to desert them. /) 
96. Hearing of this, the emperor advised the com
mission from Italy to march the troops off by another 
route far from the city where he had fixed his head
quarters and was in residence. C He clearly was 
afraid they would react in the way they did-and 
quite properly did. However, they ignored his 
warnings and persisted in concentrating there the 
cream of the regiments on whom all the rest depen
ded. Then the whole populace began to beg them to 
stay and protect e'Verything they had worked for, and 
the soldiers began to pity them for their pleas and to 

home (c/. Plat. Phaedr. :rl80 TI, imitated by Lucian, Her'mot. 
68, Philostr. V.S. 587, Athen. Dei'Pn. 1. 46 (0. 25 b). The 
second has more immediate impact here, since filmy of 
Julian's best troops were enrolled on terms that they should 
not serve outside Gaul (Amm. Marc. 20. 4. 4). 

C Decentius stupidly insists on a rendez-vous at Paris 
{Amm. Marc. loo. cit.}. 
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1 Kddol''T(lS Re. (MSS. except for U and correction in P): I
t/(!'7"I:VOII'TIl, F. (U, P corrected). 

a Libanius here omits to mention the divine guidance that IJulian (284 c) received, identified by Ammianus (~W. 5. 10) 
with the vision of the Genius Populi Romani. 
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grumble at the journey. 97. Perceiving this, the 
emperor addressed them from the usual platform 
outside the city: the decision of his superior, he said, 
could not be reconsidered. He spoke at length and 
they heard him in silence without saluting him at all, 
but during the evening, or rather, about midnight, 
they gathered under arms, surrounded his head
quarters and begun to offer him the superior rank and 
title of Augustus. 98. He was angry at this happen
ing, but could do nothing beyond forbidding anyone 
indoors to unfasten the bolts,a When day dawned, 
they broke in the doors, and displaying their swords, 
dragged him to the same platform. Then there 
occurred a long exchange of argument and shouting, 
he giving an explanation with arguments calculated 
to put an end to this, they trying to get their way by 
crying them down. 99. While he refused the golden 
diadem, making ancient custom the grounds for so 
dOing,b a tall fellow, a most notable person, who was 
standing behind him, placed on his head a torque such 
as he himself was wearing, and therewith was 
granted the supreme power. Then yielding to 
necessity and unable to quench the burning passion 
of so many troops, he immediately gave a demon
stration of his resolve with those who had granted him 
this. 100. For instead oflooking round for a reward 
to give them and courting them with massive 
donatives, he issued a proclamation that his will was 

I 
b He also presents Julian's refusal of the diadem as due 

to regard for constitutional propriety. Ammianus (90. 4. 
17 f.) clearly indicates that it was also an appeai to military 
pride: "eoque adfirmante primis auspiciis non congruere 
aptari muHebri mundo." Eunap. (F.H.G. vol. V, fro 14) 
implies that the proclamation at Paris was a put~up job, 
engineered by Julian. 
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1 E01]aav F. (VCIB corrected): tOl1]C1o,v Re. (other 11188.). 

a Of. Julian, 285 cd. 

b A misinterpretation of the incident na,rrated by Am


miamlS (~O. 4. 20 ff.). There the cause is wild rumour: no 
plot exists and no investigation takes place. In Libanius' 
information. there is confusion between the military excubitor 
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to be regarded as law, and it was his decree that 
none should try to punish anyone who had opposed 
the recent eventsa: no sword was to be drawn 
against them; no intimidating looks or threatening 
word directed towards them: their opponents must 
be treated in exactly the same way as their sup
porters. 101. Any other man would have incited 
them on against them, even if they were lukewarm. 
But not Julian! He had no desire to defile his reign 
with the shedding of blood l a charge to be levelled 
against a usurper. Hence he demanded restraint. 
Those who had retired in panic made their reap
pearance, full of smiles and confidence, and they 
stood around his throne, thankful to have escaped 
execution. 102. But for this they made no fitting 
return, for they did not, as the saying goes, oblige 
him by way of recompense for his kindness, but they 
plotted to murder him by inflating with great 
expectations that one of his eunuchs who was most 
closely in attendance at his bed. But when the time 
for the deed drew near, a soldier became possessed 
by Apollo and foretold the mischief afoot, and called 
the people to aid. They came to the rescue and 
tracked down the plot, and, to cap it all, not even 
the eunuch who served as their instrument was 
put to death.b 103. Julian saw the sympathizers 
of Constantius lying in wait for him close by and 
even having the impudence to suggest at times that 
it would, after all, be better for him to return to the 
earlier arrangement and to quit his present position, 
and he feit that under such circumstances the only 
reliable advice was that of the gods. So he made 

(so Ammianus) and the cubitmli praepoaitu8 (TWV (wov,tWV TOil 
p.ttA&frra 1I'E'pt rlJv E'W?v), 
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a Libanius' version of the exploits of Charietto in previous 

years: cf. Zos. 3. 7, 
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enquiry of them and received the reply that he 
should retain the position he held. 104. After 
getting a verdict from heaven and that of all the 
army, he sent out to the various states good gover
nors in the place of bad, and men of culture instead 
of dunces. He also mustered an army from those 
who had been forced into banditry after sharing in 
the venture and failure of Magnentius, when they 
had beset the roads and made a living by unlawful 
means. These then he caned to arms and, granting 
them to show themselves with impunity, he released 
them from their life of crime and wayfarers from 
their fears.a 105. Then he marched to the Rhine, 
showed his imperial person to the barbarians and, 
confirming his agreements with fresh oaths t he 
hastened to the struggle forced upon him, or, to be 
more precise, to succeed to the throne without 
coming to blows with his kinsman, for he had been 
forewarned by the gods and knew what was to come 

106. However, I have omitted a matter worthy of 
mention and of it I must now speak. Several envoys 
came and went on both sides, those from Julian pro
posing that he should retain his present status, but 
with no more actual power than he had had before, 
those from Constantius requiring the comple abdica
tion of his new title and the return, in every particular, 
to his previous station. This involved the destruction 
of himself, of most of his army, and of his friends and 
intimates, and, though Julian had but slight regard 
for his own life, he was most reluctant to turn traitor 
to aU fhat he held dear.b 107. In this situation 
Constantius resorted to the same trick of calling in the 

b r"\or the negctiations of A.D. 360{1 cf. l'~mm. ~1arc. 20. 
8 if., Zos. 3. 9, Zonaras 13. 10. 16 if. 
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b As in the Iliad hard-pressed mortals are sometimes 
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barbarians by letter as he had done before, and begg
ing them as a favour to enslave Roman territory. One 
out of many he induced to break his word, and he be
gan to ravage and also to make merry in the hinds he 
had got as his reward, and he went to dine with the 
generals on our side as though he had done nothing 
wrong at all.a 108. This fellow, who had dared break 
the treaty, he arrested in his cups and, crossing over 
into his territory, inflicted a well-deserved punish
ment for his treachery. Those who had bided loyally 
by their agreements gathered in alarm, greatly 
ashamed at such misconduct, and added oath upon 
oath, and he mounted a tribunal in the middle of 
barbarian country, gazed down upon their chieftains 
who stood as subjects with their hordes of followers, 
and after issuing threats and reminders, took his 
leave. 109. By now he had assembled a force re
markable not so much in numbers as in morale. The 
men bound each other by compacts and agreements 
to go to every length and endure every hardship to 
ensure victory, and to fear only the disgrace that 
would be the consequence of negligence. 

llO. The oath was being administered to all and 
sundry when a man, or rather a creature half man, 
half woman, caJled Nebridius, appointed prefect by 
Constantius, disapproved of what was going on and 
refused to take the oath, describing those who did 
so as barbarians-such a sycophant was he! He 
brought upon himself universal anger and physical 
threat, and though he deserved to be cut in pieces by 
the first man who had reason enough to strike him, 
he was saved enveloped in cloud, as it were.b Human-

whisked awav bv divine intervention (Il.a•. Paris. 3. 38J ; 
Aeneas, 15. 345). julian covered Nebridiusvw'ith his'robe. 
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" Ammianus speaks with some admiration of Nebridilis' 
loyalty here: 21. 5. 11 f. 
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ity in these circumstances might perhaps be censured, 
but the humanity of our emperor reached proportions 
like that.a 

111. Thenceforeward he rushed on like a torrent, b 

always sunnounting every obstacle, gaining control of 
bridges, surprising the defenders in their sleep and 
forcing them to fix their attention elsewhere while 
he came upon them from the rear: he caused them 
to expect one thing and experience something very 
different, making use of land when rivers were not 
to be seen but sailing down them with his small 
force whenever possible, leaving the frontier garri
sons undisturbed but occupying the cities they were 
set to defend by the use of persuasion, force or 
stratagem. For instance, on one occasion he 
equipped his own troops with the annour of soldiers 
he had captured and sent them against a strongly 
fortified city, ~nd the inhabitants opened their gates 
and admitted their opponents, thinking they were 
their own troops approaching. 112. Best of all, he 
gained control of the pleasant land of Italy and the. 
warlike myrians-many strong cities and an area 
enough to form an empire in itself-and nowhere had 
he need to resort to fighting and bloodshed: his quick 
wits and the desire for him as their emperor was suffi
cient. lIS. The despatches sent by the cowardly, 
treacherous Constantius to the barbarians were of the 
greatest assistance to him, for as he sailed or marched 
along, he read these out to the cities and the garrisons, 
contrasting his own labours with such fine missives as 
these, These aroused the hostility of the hearers 
against Constantius and gave Julian their support, 

b For the advance alom!:' the Danube in summer A.D. 361 
c/. Amm. Marc. 21. S fr., Zos. 3. 10. 
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a Cf. Socr. H.E. 3. 1. 
b Julian, Ep. ad S.P.Q.Ath. 268 a if. Of. E.L.F. No. 20. 

Corinth (Liban. Or. 14. 29 f.) and Rome (Amm. Marc. 21. 
10. 7) also received similar manifestos. 

c Julian halted at Naissus to consolidate and regroup. 
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even though his army was but a fraction of the 
other's.a 114. But despite that, Macedonia came 
over to his side straightaway, and "so did Greece: she 
took the opportunity for which she had prayed to the 
gods in silence and without resorting to their altars, 
for there were none. The temple of Athena and those 
of the other gods were reopened by the emperor's 
hand and he honoured them with offerings, making 
sacrifice in person and bidding others to do likewise. 
115. And, knowing that the Athenians had sat in 
judgement even over gods, he thought fit to give 
account of his conduct, and so the emperor set up the 
descendants of Erechtheus as his judges, sending 
them his defence in writing, for he felt that it was a 
godsend for a tyrant to be immune from judgement: 
an emperor should be called to account for his actions. II 
Incidental to his journey, by his despatches he put an 
end to a quarrel that had broken out between the 
priestly families and was tending to cause faction in 
the city, so that they could perform the time
honoured ritual to the higher powers in peace and 
concord. 

116. And at long last the Athenians began to offer 
sacrifice and prayers to the gods for what they in
tended to give even without any prayer. Meantime 
he divided his forces into three and continued his 
advance, despite the fact that Thrace had been 
occupied by the enemy, for he hoped to get the better 
of them immediately and l upon reaching the Bos
porus, to gain control of the crossing. 117. But just 
then couriers reached him from Cilicia with the news 
of Constantius' death at Crenae c : while he was 

and there heard the news of Constantius' death at IvloDsu
crene: Amm. Marc. 21. lO if. • 
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a Soph. Ant. 127. 
b The oracle is quoted by Amm. Marc. 91.2, 9; Zas, 3, 9. 

Zonaras 18. 11, and by Scholiast (B) on the present passage. 
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bandying about more threats than ever Xerxes did 
and was considering how to treat the person of his 
enemy l for he fancied he had his attacker before ever 
he got him caught, Zeus,-to use Sophocles' words
"in fierce anger at the boasts of his braggart 
tongue," a smote him with illness and carried him off. 
118. Now everyone else believed the report to be a 
fiction, a deception and snare, something not to be 
trusted. He, however, ordered a book to be fetched 
from one of his chests and produced oracles received 
previous to this message and now confirmed by it : 
they had come by the will of god who had announced 
a bloodless victory for him and counselled him to 
hurry, so that no one should dare usurp the throne 
while he was far away.1I 119. So, on reading this and 
seeing the war decided in so proper and desirable a 
manner, hearing too of the death of a man who had 
behaved towards him with the temper of a wild boar, 
he did not betake himself to feasting and drinking and 
the amusements of the stage, but now that the oracles 
had turned out true, when all earth and sea lay under 
his sway and there was none to say him nay, when 
there was universal agreement that the whole world 
should be his alone, without being forced into any
thing he did not wish to do, and when all the palace 
opened its doors to him, now he gave way to 
lamentation and his tears flowed about the oracles. 
120. Nothing could overcome the force of his charac
ter: his first question was about the dead man, the 
whereabouts of his body, and whether it was received 
with due honour. Such was his nobility towards the 
man who would have played a Creon's part to'wards 

JuHan expressed llluch relief at this divine dispensation: 
E.L.F. No. 28 (38~ a If), Amm. Mat'c. ~~. 2. 
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b Cf. Greg. Naz. 0'1'. 5. 17. This example of imp~rial 
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him a: nor did he confine his mourning for the dead to 
that spot, but in the- capital he went down to the 
Great Harbour, assembled the populace, and began 
mourning while the body was still being conveyed by 
sea. He cast away all emblems of majesty but his 
cloak, and with his hands took hold of the coffin, 
disdaining to bear a grudge against the dead for the 
plots he had contlived in his lifetime.b 

121. After honouring him with due ceremony, he 
made a beginning with the worship of the gods of the 
state. He offered libation to them in the full view of 
all and was pleased with those who followed his 
example and scorned those who did not. He tried to 
win them by persuasion and refused the use of force, 
but still the threat of fear hung over the corrupted, 
for they expected to be blinded or beheaded: rivers 
of blood would flow in massacres, they thought, 
and the new master would devise new-fangled 
tortures, the fire, !'Iword, dro,",'Iling, burial alive, 
hacking and mutilation seeming mere child's play. 
Such had been the behaviour of his predecessors 
and they expected his measures to be more severe 
still. 12Q. He however, had a low opinion of those 
who had indulged in such practices, for they failed in 
their object, he thought, and he personally found no 
value in compulsion of this kind. Anyone suffering 
from a phYSical disease can be cured by putting him 
under restraint, but a false religious creed can never 
be eradicated by hacking and burning: even if a 
man's hand perfonns the sacrifice, his conscience 
reproaches him for it and condemn.s hirrl for his 

esprit--?e-co~E~~~~n~~n~CJ~~!.~a~:!I~::<::~~~~ ~~~5:1" A2~.
28 if., 15 COuu... .lU~u. llJ. (} UAJ.(l,ll " U W U YV 1 '''lI1.ts'' ue1 e&J. LeI. r:.y., 
Misop. 357 be, E.L.F. No. 59 (443 a. if.). 
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1 P.(To' H.e. (?dSS. except VUBa): TO. F. (VUIBa). 
2 €tj>Evy(v Herwerden: €1VYEV F.• Re. (?dss.). 
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bodily fI'ailty attaching itself to the same objects of 
devotion as before. The result is a sort of illusion 
of change, not a real conversion of belief, and such 
people are either forgiven afterwards or, if put to 
death, are held in honour along with the gods they 
worship. 123. Such then were his criticisms, and 
seeing that the influence of his opponents increased 
with persecution, he shunned methods of which his 
disapproved: those who could be cured he began to 
direct towards the truth, but he would not drag by 
main force those wedded to the baser way of life.a 

For all that, he never ceased exclaiming, /< Where 
are you rushing off to, you people? b Are you not 
ashamed to think darkness more brilliant than light? 
Don't you see that you are sick, like the impious 
giants? They w~re no different in body from all the 
rest, for them to hurl their legendary bolts: it was 
their contempt for the gods, just like yours, that gave 
rise to the myth." 124. He was aware that a man who 
handles religion with understanding will have care 
for his soul more than for anything else, and for piety, 
first and foremost of all the blessings of the soul. It 
has the very same effect in human life as the keel 
in a ship or the foundation in a house. rfhe made all 
men richer than Midas, every city greater than Baby
lon ever was, if he gilded the circuit of every city 
wall,e and yet mended none of their errors of religion, 
he would be behaving like a doctor who received as a 
patient a man sick in every limb and cured all except 

tl For JuHan's edict o~ toleration cf. E.L.F. !'-~o. 42 (w·ith 
references). 

b [Platol. Clitvp/wn, 407 A, a passage much imitated by 
later writers. 

o 0/. Plato, OritiG8, 116 B; Lib. Or. 1. 82 adapts, with 
reference to rhetoric. 
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the eyes. 125. So he proceeded first to the cure of 
their souls, leading men to the recognition of the real 
lords of heaven and regarding those so instructed as 
closer to him than kinsmen even. The friend of 
Zeus was his friend, he thought; his foe, a foe of his 
own, or more precisely: Zeus' friend was his friend, 
but not every man who was not yet a friend of 
Zeus was a foe of his, for he did not rebuff those he 
thought he could convert in time, and by the charms 
he exercised on them he began to lead them on and, 
despite their initial reluctance, he revealed them later 
congregating around the altars,ll 

126. First of all then, as I have said, he restored 
piety, as it were, from exile. Some temples he 
built, others he restored, while he furnished others 
with statues. People who had built houses for 
themselves from the stones of the temples began to 
contribute money. You might have seen pillars 
carried by boat or by waggon for our plundered gods. 
Everywhere there were altars, fire, blood offerings, 
fat and smokeD.: the mystic ritual was perfom1ed, 
seers were freed from fear, and on the mountain 
tops were pipings and processions, and the same ox 
served as worship for the gods and a feast for men. 
127. But since it was not easy for the emperor to go 
from the palace to the temples every day, and yet 
continued intercourse with the gods is a matter of the 
greatest moment, a temple to the god who governs 
the day was built in the middle of the palace, and he 
took part in his mysteries, initiated and in tum 
initiating. He also set up altars to all the gods 
separately, and his first task on rising from his bed 
was to associate with our lords by means of sacrifice, 
in which he was more assiduous even than Nicias.c 

361 



LIBANIUS 


Ot'j,'ws Jg€TEtVE rilS' 7TEPI. Taiha U7TOVOijS' TOUS' OpOVS' 

I , \ \1 I , \ 1'8 >I \ 


To.. fLEV a7TOI\WI\OTa 7TpOS TaVTOV au tS' aywv, Kawa. 

oe 7TaAatol:s 7TPOUTtOEtS. E7TEtOE OE Taiha Oappiiv 
\ .I.. "I I I >I .... 't' It

TO UW'f'pOVEW. Kat avVEyyUS' EXEtV tEpOU TO oWfLa- F 291
't......... , t\.'... '\.'I I , ,

TLOV E5, TJv 1'41 yE KPEt7'7'OVt 'fJoovwv. OUOEV yap E7TpaT
.... I... , 'I ) 't:It 565 TETO 7"fjS' VVKTOS TWV TotOUTWV yEtTOVWV ava!otov. 

" I 't , I I.... e" I ....129 • a fLEV ouv U7TEUX€TO Kat TOtS' €OtS' Kat TOtS' 

'0' lAO'" '''Q \' " av pW7TOLS' 7TEpt TWV €WV 7TpO T'fJS ",autI\EtaS', OVTW 
\ 1"'\'" '" ) ,~ tt 1 \ A

l\a}J,7TpwS' €7T aUT'fJr; a7TEOWK€V, OS yE Kat TWV 
'\ l' ',l '" I ...7TOI\EWII aLS' fLEV 'IV tEpa fLEIIOVTa, Kat 7TpOUOpWV 

,,\.' I... I, 'I' 0.... )c' " y
TJOETO Kat TOV To.. }J,EytaTa EU 7Ta ELII a!otaS' EVOfLLf.;,€, 

I t'" '" 1 '" \' ITas oE aV€U7TaKUtaS' 7J 7TaVTo. 7J TO. 7Tl\€tW }J,tapas TE 
"r \ A '.I.. \ A ~ 't' ,t

wvofLa';,E Kat TWV W'f'EI\€tWV fLETEOtDOV fLEV WS' 
r I '\" "...~ I ,..,,.

U7T'fjKOOtS', OV fL'T/V aVEU TOU OVUXEpo.tIlEtV. TaVT 
l' A I '{j I '.I.. I ... " I ~ \

OUV 7TOtWV Kat TOVS' UEOVS' fi:'f'tUTas 71J 'Y[J Kat OLal\
\ , , I ... I 1\ \ >I 
l\a7'7'WV E41K€t vaV7T'f]y4:' V'fJL fLEyal\1J TOVS' OtaKas 
, Q \ I () I 1\ t' \ I .,

a7TO",aI\Ovu1J 7Tpoun Elln 7Tal\tV ETEpOVS', 7T1\'fJV oaov" 
l' \'" \.',\.' ...

OUTOS' TOUS' aUTOVS' o.7TEO£OOV uW7"fjpaS'. 
"0 T ... \.' \ '''' \ 111.:1. otaUTa 0'fJ 7T€pt TWV 7TpWTWV Ko.t fLEytUTWV 

7TE7TOAtTEVfLlvos {3Al.rpas Els ~V {3aUtAt,qv OEpa7TELav 
I \.'1 ... \ >I 1\\ .1..' 

Kat KaT£OWV 0XI\OV aXP'fJUTOV 7"fjval\l\wS' TpE'f'O}J,EVOV, 
, '\ , I \.' I , '\ 1 

fLayE£povs p'EV XtMOVS, KoupEaS' OE OUK El\aTTOVSJ 

olvoxoovS' OE 7TA€toUS', (JfL~V7J Tpo.7TE~07Tou2v, Evv06- I' 
f I I I....1 I'.,

XOVS' V7TEP To.S' IWl"aS' 7Tapa TOtS 7TOtPEUtll EV 'fJpL, 
I '" 1'\ \ " '0 A , 0 I J.. '" Kat TWV (l.I\I\WII EKaO'7'WV E IIWV apv 'fJTOUS' K'fJ'f'Y]vaS, 

, I I\.'I " , A I J.. .... , 1/'" 9 
fLta yap I 07] 1'018 ap'Yo~s Ka.~ 'ra!y€.~v ayavGts F 2 21 
KaT(J.~vyry TWV Ot(J.KOVWV f3autMws Kat KA'fJO~Vat 

I {j... I I \ I" \ 
Ka.~ ~/0f!tO'l]'rlya!' lau Tavv TO YDUUtOIl €7TOt€t 7"Y/V . 

1 0) y£' Re. ~MSS.): ~~, F. . .1, 

362 1';
I 



ORATION XVIII, 128-130 


128. So far then did he extend the limits of his zeal 
in this matter, since he desired first to restore the 
lost rituals oI)ce again to their original position, and 
secondly to add fresh ones to the traditional rites. 
His continence inspired in him this confidence, and 
because of his control over sensual pleasure it was 
possible for him to have his bedchamber next door to 
a temple, for nothing of his behaviour during the 
night was unworthy of such neighbours. 129. All the 
promises about the gods that he had made to both 
gods and men before his accession he justified most 
signally after it. If any city had temples still stand
ing, he was delighted at the sight and thought them 
deserving of the greatest kindness, but if they had 
demolished all or the greater part of them, he called 
them polluted: he offered them a share in the 
benefits he disp¢nsed, as being his subjects, but not 
without annoyance. In this activity, then, in setting 
the world under the guidance of the gods and effecting 
a reconciliation, he was like a shipwright who fits out 
a big ship with a new rudder after she has lost her o1d 
one, but the difference was that Julian restored to 
us our original protectors. 

130. Such then were his measures on matters of 
first and greatest moment. He next turned his 
attention to the state of the imperial court, where he 
found a useless horde of people maintained to no 
purpose. There were a thousand cooks, as many bar
bers, and even more butlers. There were swarms of 
waiters, eunuchs more in number than flies around 
the flocks in spring, and a multitude of drones of 
every sort and kind. There was one refuge for such 
idle gluttons; to have the name and title of being one 
of the emperor's household, and in very quick time a 
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piece of gold would ensure their enrolment. All these, 
maintained to no purpose by the imperial purse, he 
regarded not as servants but as nuisances, and so 
he expelled them forthwith.a 131. Besides these he 
expelled the many secretaries b who, though perform
ing a menial function, yet required prefects to be 
under their thumb. No one could live neal' them; 
none who met them could address them without them 
robbing, pillaging or forcing them to sell either at an 
unfair price or at none at all; some would put off 
paying, some calculated that, in the case of orphans, 
not to hurt them was as good as paying them their 
debt, and they went about, the enemies of every 
single man who had anything worth having, whether 
horse, slave, tree, farm or garden. This they felt 
was their property rather than that of the owner. 
The man who renounced his ancestral possessions in 
favour of these persons of influence was a gentleman, 
and off he would go with this title in return for his 
estates, while whoever objected to such treatment, he 
was guilty of murder and magic, crammed full of 
crime and liable to be punished on more than one 
count. 182. So they reduced the rich to poverty and 
raised themselves from poverty to prosperity, for 
they amassed money by beggaring those who 
previously were men of s'ubstance, and they extended 
their rapacity to the very ends of the earth, for in 
their communications from the emperor they inserted 
just what they liked, and it was impossible to say 
them nay. Ancient cities were ransacked and their 
beauties that had withstood the march of time were 
taken by sea to provide some fuller's sons C with 

The same complaint, made from a more self-interested point 
of view. is met in Or. 62. 8 if. 
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Evasion of curial duties by enrolment as a$ens-in-rebus 
or curiosus was one of the commonest devices, as shown by 
Cod. Th. 12. 1. pa8sim. Cj. Pack, Studies in Libanius, pp. 
18 ff. 

For Julian's edict on the CUfSUS publicus and the curiosi 
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houses more glorious than palaces. 133. Intolerable 
as they were, each one of them had many followers
like master, like man, as the saying goes.a There 
was none of their servants whose behaviour was not 
outrageous too ,: they imprisoned, harried and 
robbed; they inflicted assault, ejection and exile, 
and demanded for themselves forced farm-labour, 
conveyance by carriage and pair and a mastery 
every bit as complete as that of their own masters. 
134. Not content with amassing money, they re
sented it if they did not share their dignity, for in 
this manner they would conceal their slavish con
dition. Along 'With their masters they wore the 
belt of office that made street, fortress and city 
tremble before them. These hell-hounds, these 
many-headed monsters he reduced to the level of 
ordinary individuals, and told them to think them
selves lucky they got away 'With their lives. 135. A 
third group of villainous underlings he ejected from 
the doors of his palace, thieves and brigands who 
would say and do anything for money. These were 
the people who had robbed their own cities of their 
services, who had fled from the to,,"l1 councils and the 
customary civic duties, and had been enrolled among 
the couriers b and had purchased the position of inves
tigator. Ostensibly they were a guard, to prevent 
the emperor remaining in ignorance of anything 
being plotted against him, but in fact they were mere 
hucksters. 136. Just as these, on opening up their 
shops of a morning, look round for business, so did 
this crew drop the mention of pickings to their lick

cf. E.L.F. No. 67 (Cod. Th. 8. 5. 12). An interesting account 
of the change effec4'~d by it is given by Eustathius in Julian, 
Ep 72. 
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spittles, and these would bring the tradesmen under 
their lash on the charge of insulting the emperor, even 
when they had not uttered a word, not so as to give 
them a good drubbing, but to ensure that they bought 
immunity from it. No one was out of range of their 
assault, whether citizen, resident visitor or foreigner. 
The innocent victim of such an accusation was lost if 
he did not pay up, while the veriest blackguard was 
saved if he did. 137. Their chief source of income 
was to discover some crime committed against the 
emperor, for instead of handing over the guilty party 
to an enraged victim, they would, with an eye to 
profit, succour the traitors instead of their employers. 
138. Moreover, they would blackmail respectable 
citizens by getting them into compromising situations 
with handsome youngsters and alarming them with 
fears of disgraceJ or they would fasten a charge of 
magic on someone completely innocent. These were 
two superlative money-making devices, but there 
was one more lucrative still. By giving a free hand 
to counterfeiters in the dens where they dared ply 
their trade, they got good money in return for bad, 
and so made a fortune. 139. To sum up, of their 
sources of income one was concealed and plentiful, 
while the other was open and above board, being 
cloaked in legal form, and not so very much less than 
the first. So if the thought of any province recurred 
to them, they would immediately go on to remark 
upon the sum of money they could get from it. 

140. These King's Eyes,"B then, though preU 

tending to bring every secret to light and to reform 
the wicked because of the impossibility of conceal
ment. had oDened UD all the roads for wickedness and ", .. 

II Aristoph. Ach. 92. 
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a Cj. Ep. 143. Irus, the beggar of the Odyssey, becomes 
Callias, the millionaire of A ristophanes. 

~ Cf. Or. 13. 42. 
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had practically proclaimed impunity for misconduct. 
Thus the very people there to prevent crime were 
the protectors of the criminal, like sheepdogs hunt
ing with the wolf pack, and it was like coming across 
hidden treasure to have a share in this goldmine
rags to riches in no time! a 141. People were bled 
white one after another and, as the cities were 
beggared, these racketeers made money. Our 
emperor had long been angry about it, and he swore 
that if he got the chance he would put a stop to it : 
and when he got the chance, stop it he did. He broke 
up that whole gang, took away their rank and title, 
whereby they had succeeded in spreading a trail of 
pillage and looting, and used his personal attendants 
for the conveyance of despatches, but without giving 
them any authority to behave like this. 14~. This 
meant that the cities were really and truly free, for 
while ever they had any supervisor over them with 
'3uch powers for misconduct, it was impossible for 
them to breathe freely. So beatings took place, or 
there was the prospect of them, and the possibility 
of such an experience was as good as the occurrence 
itself even for those not due to experience it. 143. 
Again, the mules used in the public post died of 
over-work or were starved to death by the above
mentioned gentry, and these by starving them got 
the means to live on the fat of the land. b The job was 
delayed and the beasts, as it were, hamstrung by the 
fact that it was easy for any Tom, Dick or Harry to 
hitch up a team and drive off, the investigator's cre
dentials in this matter carrying as much weight as the 
emperor's. So the beasts were not allowed to stand 
still even for a moment; they never saw the inside of 
a stall; if one fen sick, the lash was never out of use 
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a Cf. Cod. Th. 11. HI. 10 (E.L.F. No. 47 a). Even 
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for it to break into a trot; it needed twenty or more 
to pull a carriage, and most of them dropped down 
dead as soon as they were unhitched or else, before 
then, in the traces. As a result anything that re
quired speed was delayed, and once again the cities 
had to foot the bill for the loss. 144. The winter 
season provided a clearer demonstration of this sorry 
state of affairs, for then the relays of mule teams 
completely broke down, with the result that the mu
leteers took refuge on the mountain tops, the mules 
sprawled on the ground, and the hurrying travellers 
could do nothing but shout and slap their thighs. 
Because of such delays the administration failed to fol
low up its opportunity on several critical occasions. I 
forebear to mention the similar treatment of horses, 
and a worse one still of the asses. But all this spelt 
ruin f~r those who provided such services. 145. Any
way, Julian put a stop to this sottishness. He made 
an end of journeys that were not absolutely neces
sary and declared both the grant and receipt of such 
favours to be equally punishable, instructing his 
subordinates either to buy or to hire their animals.a 

Then there waito be seen a sight beyond belief, mule
teers and grooms exercising their mules and horses. 
Before this their ill-condition had been the cause of 
their delay; now the fear was that their long period 
of inactivity would have the same effect. But it did 
give more prosperity to the homes of his subjects. 

146. He displayed the same consideration for the 
councils of the cities, too. In times past they had 
been flourishing in the number and wealth of their 
members, but at this time they had sunk to nothing, 

Gregory (Or. 4. 75) has a good word to say for Julian on this 
subject. 

878 



LIBANIUS 


I \ \ j\ I ~" ... \ , 
PV1JKOTWII 7T1\'T]V Ol"·YWV KO/-Uo1J T£VWV TWII t-tEV EtS' 

It 571 Ta aTpaTtWTWv, TWV 3' Eis TO I piya aWEOptov. 
\ ~, ~ fI I \ ~ t I \ t \ 

TOVS a 1Jv €TEPOV Tt TO oEr:,0}.tEVOV Kat 01. t-tEV 

, If) <' I \' 'Y ~, \,,'


EKIl EVoOV T€ Kat EXIlPt~OJ/'TO T'tJ awJ.tIlTt Kat TWII ou

\ ,\ ,,.. '\8 ' '\ \ ~ \


T1JV aVT1Jv aVTOtS' EI\ OVTWV KaTEYEI\WII. TO oE 

t \ \ , '\ ' "'a 'f \, \


V17'0I\EI\€£J.tJ.tEVOV OI\LYOV ov EfJa17'TtI;,ETO, Kat TO I\Et-
A"" \1 ,\ ""\'

TOVPYEtV TOtS 1TI\EtOOtV EtS TO 1TpOaatT£tV ETE/\EVTa.
' , , 'I'~ t t ... a \ ... , ,147 • Ka'To, TIS OVK OLOE'V WS 1J T1JS fJOV/\1JS tCTXVS 


./M' \ '\ I' , \ \ \ K I \ \ I

'f'vX1J 17'0l\EWS EaTW; 0.1\1\0. WVUTaVTtos J-tE'V I\OY'P 

Tet'S f3ov'\ats1 fio1JB61v €pYOtS ~v €X()pos J-tETaTt()€ts 
t I \' I ;..' \ ~ ~ \ j

€TEPWCT€ TOVS €KEtVas 't'€vYoJ/'Tas Ka£ otoouS' aT€
\ I I , I l' t... ..~ I 
I\€tas 17'apavo}.tOvS'. E4!KEuav OW puaots ypatatOLS 

, () I tl \ ,~, \ t \ I 
1JU 1JJ-tEVO'S paKta Kat WOVPOVTO J-tEV 01. UE'(1VI\1JJ-tEVOt
a' I ~ \ ~\ I \ 2 t \1 ()'
fJOV/\EVTllt, OEWIl oE aVTovs WJ-t0I\OYOVV 17'£17'OV EVllt 


\ I t ~ If a 0'" ~\ JI

TE Kat 1TaOXElV o£ OLKaI;,OVTES, fJO'YJ E£~ oE OVTES' :1 
" f3 B" , t 148 > \ v ,,~ " ·1
ETOLJ-t0L 01J EiV OVK EtXOV. • 0.1\1\ EoE£ 17'0TE Ka£ •....'.··.l.. 

I , t .... , , \ a~ \, ~ ! 
TaVTas T1JV aVTWV pWJ-t1JV a1T0llafJ£tV. TO yap VI, ~ 

1TO'\'\61V €1Talvwv agtoV €KE'VO YPrlJ-tJ-ta TO OErV 1TItvTa ·•.I'~..~A
" ~ \ a \ \ \ ,.. \ ~\ " 
avopa 17'POS fJOVI\1JV KallEtV Kat J-t1JOEV EXOVTa 
, \ I I II;.. , I;" fI ~
\ 1~ 
tUXVPOV EtS a't'EUW Eyypa't'EW OVTW TO 17'paYJ-ta F 300 "j 

, '8 ,j\I1JIlEYXETO J-tLKpo., 1'0/... 1T/\1J ""I'~'.E1T1JVWp ff "f)waEV WUT Et TWV 

E/movTwv Ta xwpla. 149. 013 yap ~v {J7Toypa~EVS' ·,.i., 
,~, ,~ t I ';" I J\\' tit 'J 

OVOE EUVOUXOS ° XP1JJ-taTWV a't'1Juwv aN\. 01. Jl-EV, WS " 

1 pOVAat. :1"., conj, Re.: ~v'XaL. lfSs.;1 
2 av-rovs F., conj. Re.: atfrOLS MSS. '. 

(I As Aristophanes did. for instance: ct. Or. 14. 10. The 
term " soldier" covers both the military and the age'fltes~ J 
in-re&1t8. 

II The recruitment of a senate for Constantinople under ·.>.I~Themistius in A.D. 358/9 did take some influential pro~ :{ 

vinciais from their iocal curiae (c/. Epp. 40, 70. 80). Libanius. 
however, dissuades some of his intimates from applying for 
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for their members, except for a very few, had 
scuttled off to serve either in the services a or in the 
senate.a For yet others there was something else 
to absorb them, and they lived a life of ease and 
bodily pleasure, mocking those who did not go their 
way. c The remnants, a mere handful, were in dire 
straits and for most of them civic service ended ill 
beggary. 147. Yet everyone knows that a strong 
council is the life blood of a city. Constantius, 
while ostensibly on the side of the councils, in actual 
fact was their enemy, for he transferred to other 
spheres men who sought to avoid service there and 
he granted immunities illegally. Thus the coun
cillors, despoiled, were like wrinkled old women 
dressed in rags, and were full of complainings, and 
though the governors agreed that they had been and 
were badly treated and were eager to help them, they 
,were unable to do anything about it. 148. But at 
last the councils too were to recover their standing. 
That admirable rescript, that everyone should be 
summoned to the council and be enrolled unless 
he had valid reason for exemption, so improved the 
position that the council chambers turned out to be 
too smal1 to contain the numbers of entrants.a 149. 
For there was no secretary or eunuch to get them off 

the clarissimate on the grounds that the senate is a place 
for nonentities and that membership of it mea'us wasted 
money, as well as lost influence at home (Epp. 34. 731). 
This exaggerated local patriotism prevents him from 
recognizing the very real gains won by such applicants. 

r. e.g., law-or the Christian clergy. 
d In Antioch Julian had increaSed the numbers of 

decurions by ~oo before initiating his major curial legislation 
(.Misop. 367 d ff.). In consequence of his present reform 
Alexandria on Issus raised the number of decurions from 
one to fifteen (Ep. 696). 
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.. e.g., Cod. Th. 5. 20. 1 (E.!..J.", No. 13!): De lo·nga con
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ORATION XVIll, 149-152 

for a price: the eunuchs, as eunuchs should, per
formed menial duties and put on no haughty airs 
because of their liveries, and the secretaries fulfilled 
all tasks that required hand, pen and ink, but in all 
else had learned how to behave themselves, being 
scho~led by their master not to demur at honest 
poverty. Why, even now you can find many of them 
better than philosophers as a result of their associa
tion with him, and my own belief is that all others 
besides in the various grades of service had at that 
time the least regard for gain and the greatest desire 
for glory. 150. Bear in mind, too, that whereas we 
used to fall on our faces, as though struck by light
ning, at their approach, now, as they descend from 
their carriages in the city square, we shake hands 
with them and hold conversations with them, and 
they regard it as a better thing not to put on more 
airs and graces than other folk than to instil fear into 
them. 

151. What is more, it is easy enough for emperors 
to make ordinances, for that is their prerogative, but 
not for them to make beneficial ones, for that requires 
intelligence. But he did make such ordinances, and 
by them he ensured that people living before his time 
had missed a great deal. He also renewed the valid
ity of laws like them, enacted by emperors in days 
gone by but now discarded by a tyrant's whim, for in 
his opinion it was a nobler object of ambition to 
support institutions of merit than to direct frivolous 
attacks against already established practices.a 

152. Novllet us consider the case of the Trierl \V}10 

I were punished. Of the three people executed, one 

s'Uetud'ine); -ibid.. 13. 3. 4. (E.L.F. ~~o. 75: De cf;f/'iJatris), 
rf. Julian, Ep. 25 b. 
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a This first victim of the trials at Chalcedon was Paulus 
" Catena"; cJ. Amm. Marc. 22. 3. 

..'. 

b Eusebius~ chamberlain of Constantius: cf. Amm. Marc. -;r 
·1·· 

22. 3. 10, Socr. loco cit. 
o UrslIlus. Ammianus (~O, 11. 5, 22. 8, 3) thoroughly
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had travelled through the whole world spreading his 
false charges broadcast. a Both in Europe and in Asia 
he deserved to die thousands of times, so that those 
who knew the fellow were aggrieved that they could 
not put him to death over and over again. The se
cond, despite the fact that he had Constantius under 
his thumb, was a slave and, worse still, a eunuch. He 
had had been primarily responsible for the cruel death 
of Gallus.b The third of them, however, had fallen 
victim to the anger of the soldiery, having allegedly 
deprived them of donatives from the emperor, but 
even after his death he had some consolation, for the 
emperor renounced a large portion of her father's 
property in favour of his daughter,c 153. However, 
persons guilty of offences towards him-and there 
actually were people who invited pretenders to bid 
for the throne and abused him in every possible way 
-these were not punished as they deserved to be.d 

They were certainly not executed but relegated to 
islands, where they learned how to keep a still tongue 
in their heads. Thus he knew how to avenge others 
for the wrongs they had suffered, but with regard to 
those offered to himself he exercised a noble 
generosity. 

154. He made his entry into the senate house, too, 
and seated around him the Grand Senate that had 
long been deprived of this honour. Until now it had 
been summoned to the palace to stand and listen to a 
few remarks, and the emperor did not come to attend 
its sessions, for because of his incapacity for public 
speaking, he shunned a place that required an 

and prorerly-disapproved of this condemnation, an attitude 
obvious.y shared by Libanius here. 

d Of. Amm. Marc.loc. cit. (PaHadius, Taurus, Florentius). 
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.~ 

" Cf. Homer, Od. 8. 171, Iliad, 8. 214. 222. This uncon
ventional behaviour of Julian's. so much at variance with 
Constantius' stern composure, earned him many detractors: 
cf. Amm. Marc. 25.4. 17. Lib. Or. 1. 129. Socr. loco cit. 

b An adaptation of Plato, Charm. 153 A,where Chaere
phon weicomes his teacher Socrates who has unexpectedly 
returned from the wars. Julian's mentor in philosophy, itl 
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orator's presence. Julian however, as Homer says 
of the able speaker, "with unerring discourse" 
attended such debates, allowing any who so desired 
to speak his mind freely before him and delivering 
speeches himself, sometimes " with words brief and 
clear," sometimes" with words like snowflakes in 
winter," now imitating those speakers in Homer, now 
excelling each of them in his own particular tech
nique.a ·155. Once, as he was in the middle of an 
oration with expressions of praise, censure and 
advice, he was told that his teacher, the Ionian 
philosopher whom he had summoned from Ionia, was 
coming. Then" he leapt up from the midst " of the 
elders and dashed to the door, affected just as 
Chaerephon was by Socrates, but while he was just a 
Chaerephon in Taureas' wrestling school, Julian was 
emperor of the world and in the supreme senate, 
proving to all and proclaiming by his actions that 
wisdom was more precious than royalty and that 
whatever nobility there was in him was the gift of 
philosophy.b 156. So he embraced him and welcomed 
him in the way that ordinary citizens do, or in which 
emperors greet one another. Then he introduced 
him, though he WIl:S no senator, for he thought he was 
not so much honouring the man by the place as the 
place by the man. He delivered an address, explain
ing to aU the fundamental change that Maximus had 
effected in him,C and then he left, still holding his 

Maximus of Ephesus, had been summoned to court (Eunap. 

I 
V.S. 476 fr.). His arrival is described by Eunapius and by 
Amm. Marc. 22.7. S. Libanius, not to De outdone. narrates 
a similar exhibition of enthusiasm evinced towards himself 
by Julian on the occasion ofthe delivery of Or. 12 (Or. 1. 
li9). 

C For Julian's conversion by Maximus cf. Eunap. loe. cit. 
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a Antisthenes, follower or Socrates and founder of the 
CynIc school, whose teachings were diametrically opposed 
to those of Plato. This feud was maintained by neo-Cynics 
and neo-Platonists under the empire:; 

b Julian, Or. 7 (Against the Oynic Heracleios: 204 a if.) ; 
Or. 5 (To the }fother of the Gods: 158 a if.). OJ. Or. 17. 16. 
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hand. What was his idea in all this~ you may ask. 
He was not merely paying a debt of gratitude for his 
education, as you might suppose, but inviting the 
youth throughout the world, yes, and, I would add, 
the old too, to the pursuit of learning, for even old 
men were now stimulated towards study, since, if a 
thing is despised by our rulers, it suffers universal 
neglect, if honoured, it becomes the fashion. 

I 

157. Also, considering learning and religion to be 
akin, and seeing the one nearly ruined, the other 
totally so, he directed his actions to the complete 
restoration of learning to its position and its renewal 
in men's regard, first by honouring its exponents, 
and again, by personally composing discourses. At 
any rate, he then delivered two straightaway, each 
the labour of a single day, or rather, of a single 
night. One of these belaboured a bogus follower of 
Antisthenes II whose definition of his creed was 
irrational and impudent, and the other is a fine 
sustained oration on the Mother of the Gods.b 158. 
It was with the same intention that he put the cities 
under the government of persons of ability in rhetoric 
and put a stop to the employment as provincial 
governors of those savages who, for all their skill in 
shorthand, had not a scrap of sense and upset the 
boat. Seeing that men full of poetry ~ prose and 
subjects from which the art of government could be 
learned had been slighted, he once more put them in 
charge of provinces.c 159. So, as he journeyed 
towards Syria, each successive governor welcomed 
him at the borders of his province with an address, a 
gift more acceptable than the boars, birds and bucks 

c e.g., Salustills (Ep. 1224), Nymphidianus (Ennap. V.S. 
497). 
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a Celsus: ri. Ep. 736, Or. 62. 61 r., Amm. Marc. 22. 9. 13. 
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that used to be offered to the emperors without a 
word said. Now there were speeches instead of this 
stuff, and the successive governors who received his 
royal progress were orators. Such was the governor 
of Cilicia, myoId pupil and his dear friend, who 
delivered a speech in his honour after the performance 
of the sacrifice as he stood before the altar. Sweat 
rolled off them both, from the one the sweat of 
delivery, from the other that of affection for the 
speaker.a 

'160. In consequence of this, the field of philosophy 
was once again highly cultivated. The expectation 
of honours, too, transferred students to the acquisi
tion of learning, and there was an improvement in 
the teachers' position, as their pupils either began 
their education with them, or else late in ,the day 
betook themselves to their classes, wearing beards 
and bearing the work of their hands.b In this 
way also he ensured that the Muses would flourish, 
that true ideals should be held in the highest esteem, 
and that pursuits appropriate to slaves should not 
carry more weight than those suited to free men. 

161. Yet what more important could be mentioned 
than his restoration of religion and oratory, religion's 
greatest gift, from a position of utter disgrace to one 
of honour? Throughout his whole journey he was 
easy of access to teachers, and he turned aside from 
the high road to inspect temples, bearing with ease 
the length, toil and heat of the road. 162. And there, 
indeed, he got great reward for his piety from the 

1'01 .. - ..1_: ...:_- '''h-'" :"J:'-~~e,.1iU1V1.111 J..;1111H..., ""("'10+"Vl P "ll''';''''''''(.'5\.4....... ·I.>.JV 
hiTn
~al Ut::1Llt::o, 1\J U. \.I~ u,u.... .\. 

and of the manner of hi::; salvation. Thus he altered 

~ ite., they had already earne.d their living as shorthand
writers. 
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a For the visit to Pessinus and the shrine of the Magna 
Mater c/. Amm. Marc. 22. 9. 5. The cult of Cybele (the 
Idaean Mother) was transferred to Rome from Pessinus in 
204 B.C., and the Megalensian games instituted in her 
honour; cf. Livy 29. 10 ff. Note that Libanius leaves aside 
any provocative mention of the decree of June, A.D. 
362, whereby on the eve of his departure from Constan
tinople Juiian had banned Christians {rorn the practice of 
teaching. . 
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the order of his march and, proceeding faster than 
before, he escaped the ambllsh.a 

163. And as soon as he set footinSyria,b he cancelled 
the debts of· the cities: he made his appearance in 
temple precincts and conversed with town councillors 
close to the statues. He was eager to begin reprisals 
against Persia and had no liking for delay or yet for 
wasting the campaign season by staying where he 
was, but he allowed his infantry and cavalry a break, 
for they were exhausted and asked for a short rest. 
He did so unwillingly, it is true, for his anger was 
seething within him: nevertheless, he gave way to 
necessity, merely exclaiming that the joke would be 
made about him, that he was certainly of the same 
breed as his predecessor. 

164. Now let us consider our emperor during his 
stay here and see whether each event was accom
panied by activities worthy of praise. A despatch 
reached him from Persia, asking him to receive an 
embassy and to settle any point at issue by discus
sion. C All the rest of us jumped up, clapped hands 
and shouted to him to accept the oifer, but he ordered 
the despatch to be rejected out of hand, for it was 
intolerable that they should talk of peace while his 
cities were in ruins.a He returned the reply that 
envoys were not needed: the Persian would see him 
soon enough. Now this was to win the victory before 
entering the engagement and to erect a trophy 
before the start of battle-the sort of thing we know 

I 
b Julia.'1 entered Antioch en July 18th (cf . .A.mnl, 1\1 arc. 

22. 9. 10; Bidez, Vie, p. 400). His first meeting with 
Libanius is described in Ep. 736 and Or. 1. 121. 

C Of. Or. l~. 76t 17. 19. For Julian in Antioch (i. Lib. 
01\ 1. 119 ff., Julian, MisopogQn, Amm. Marc. 22. 9 if. 

d Of. Amm. Mal·c. 22. ]']. 
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~ Of. ELF. No. 50. 

388 



ORATION XVIII, 164-167 


occurs in athletic contests when all that is needed is 
for the favourite to walk into the ring. 165. It may 
be no great cause for surprise to find the Persian so 
affected during our emperor's presence here, though 
it is surprising enough that the man who usually 
caused others to tremble should himself be the one 
to tremble. What surely eclipses all other marvels 
is that, after the stripping of military protection from 
the area by Constantius, upon Julian's accession to 
the throne and before his arrival here, not a single 
Persian had attacked anyone of our cities, but 
remained inactive as a result of the mere mention of 
his name. 

166. Such then was his decision about the embassy, 
that the events of the past required weapons, not 
words. Of his troops, those that he had with him 
originally he thought to be in good shape, for they 
were sound physically, their fighting spirit was high, 
their equipment of no bad manufacture, and they 
entered the fight with the names of the gods on their 
lips: his recent acquisitions, however, despite their 
handsome appearance, tall stature and gilded armour 
were, as he saw, owing to the long acquaintance with 
defeat at the hands of the Persians, affected by the 
sight of them as the man in Homer was at the sight of 
a snake in the mountains,!J or, if you like it better, as 
stags at the sight of the hounds. 167. So, feeling 
that their morale was lowered not just by bad leader
ship but also because they went into battle without 
the gods supporting them, he stayed where he was 
for nine months procuring for them the turning of the 
scales, for he considered superiority in numbers, force 
of steel, strength of shield, and every single thing to 
be quite pointless if the gods were not on his side.b 
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Hi8. His actions were designed to secure their active 
support: he induced the hand that grasped the spear 
to grasp offerings of incense and libation, so that 
they would be able to pray 1 when the weapons were 
flying, to those who had it in their power to forestall 
them. If persuasion proved insufficient, gold and 
silver co-operated to ensure adherence, and through 
this petty profit the soldiery secured a greater gain: 
by accepting a piece of gold, they won the friendship 
of the gods, the lords of war.a 169. For our emperor 
did not think it proper to call upon the Goths for 
assistance II nor gather a force that would do harm by 
its very numbers and raise many problems: the 
assistance on 'Which he ought to rely was the much 
weightier power of the gods. For these were the 
allies he offered to such as performed the sacrifice
the gods of War, Strife, Fury, Terror and Fear, at 
whose nod foes are routed. C So, if you were to assert 
that he smote and wounded the Persians while he was 
still staying by the Orontes, you would not be fal' 
wrong. 

170. I do not deny that considerable sums were 
spent on this objective l but, after all, such expendi
ture is more creditable than any made upon the 
theatre,ti the races or the fights with beasts that have 
been kept cooped up in a cage. Nothing of that sort 
attracted Julian. Why, when he did have to sit in the 
hippodrome,e he kept his eyes fixed on something 
else and did honour to the day by his presence and to 
his thoughts by his concentration upon them. 171. 
For no struggle, no contest, no cheers cou1d divert 

• Ibid. 240 a, Letter to a P1'iest, 304 b ff. Libanius 
throughout this passage takes the MisopogGn as his main 
source. 
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b Christian hermits and Cynic philosophers. 
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his mind from its speculations. For instance, even 
when entertaining a motley assemblage according to 
custom, though he allowed the rest to drink as 
usual, he interspersed his drinking with rhetorical 
discussion, partaking of the banquet only so far as 
not to seem to avoid it/" Now who of those practi
tioners of philosophy in a little hut has ever had 
such control over his appetites? II Who in worshipping 
the different gods at different times, Pan, Hermes, 
Hecate, Isis and the rest, has ever been so abstinent 
with the various foods? C Who ever kept so many 
fasts with such pleasure in his association with the 
gods? 172. The legend told by the poets was turned 
into fact. One of the immortals descended from 
heaven, took him by the hair, spoke to him and 
listened to his reply, and departed. Other such 
colloquies it would be tedious to narrate, but on 
ascending Mount Cassius to worship Zeus Cassius, at 
high noon he beheld the god and, on beholding him, 
rose up and received some advice, whereby he 
avoided a second trap. Ii 173. If it were possible for a 
human to share heaven with the gods, he would have 
done so with them, and they would have made room 
for him: but since this could not be done by reason 
of his body, they came in person to him to instruct 
him what to do and what not to do. For Agamemnon 
Nestor of Pylos was an adviser; a very old man, it is 
true, but human, none the less. Julian needed no 
humans for this purpose, for he was the most alert of 
men in counsel, and his advice came from the omnis
cient ones. 

c Mi80p. 846 b; cf. Lib. Or. 1. If./l, 15.79. For Julian's 
orgy of sacrifices in Antioch cf. Amm. Marc. 22. 12. 6 f .• 
25. 4. 17. 4 Ibid. i2. 14. 4. 
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"'" , , -" \ 1 \ t \' 1 • "" €OE£ Kat nap aI\I\'YJI\WV E XOV Tas avarravO'€tS' ° OE 

,,'" \ I >I fJ 1 ... \ " 1 \
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a The sweet song of the cicada was proverbial: cf. Hom. 
Ii. S. 151. lies. up. 580, Plat. Pluudr. £Sg D. Julian's ora
tory is compared with this. 
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174. By such saviours was he guarded and with 
them he especially associated: in continued sobriety 
and without burdening his belly with the excessive 
amounts of food that are now the fashion, he went 
through all his business with the speed of flight. In a 
single day he would reply to many embassies, send 
despatches to many cities and govel1lors, both civil 
and military, and to his friends, whether trayelling 
abroad or visiting his court. He would listen to 
despatches, examine pleas, and by the speed of his 
words reveals the hands of his shorthand writers as 
laggardly. He alone performed three functions 
combined, hearing, speaking and writing: he would 
lend an ear to readers, his voice to writers, and his 
hand to any that required his personal signature
and, what is more, with never a mistake! 175. Rest 
was for his subordinates: for himself, there was a 
leap from one task to another. When he relaxed from 
affairs of state, after breakfasting on just enough to 
keep body and soul together, not to be outdone by 
the cicadas,G he would make for his piles of books and 
read aloud until, in the evening, his care for the 
empire recalled him to his task. Then would follow 
a meal even more frugal than the first, and a sleep 
such as you might expect to result from such an 
abstemious diet. Then there would appear more 
secretaries who had spent the day in bed. b 176. His 
servants, in fact, needed to work in shifts, and they 
would rest in relays. He however, exchanged one 
form of work for another and alone performed them 
all. He outdid Proteus in the changes of role that he 
assumed, for he was priest, WI'iter, seer, judge, 
soldier and universal saviour, all in one. 177. When 

~ Of. Amm. Marc. 25. 4. 5 f. 
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I.l Cf. Or. 15. 71, where the incident is presented with 
reference to Antioch, not to Constantinople. This is the 
earthquake of 2 Dec. A.D. 362 (Amm. Marc, ~2, 13, 5), 

b Quoted by SO('f. H.E. 3. 23. 
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Poseidona caused earthquakes in the capital in 
Thrace, messengers came repeatedly with the news 
that if the god were not appeased, the ruin of the 
city would be complete. On hearing this, he took his 
stand in the garden, his person drenched with 
pouring rain, while all the rest looked on in awe from 
under cover, and our blessed prince steadfastly en
dured until, late in the evening, he soothed the god 
and put an end to the danger. Afterwards they 
came and informed him, calculating the day when the 
tremors ceased. Nor did the rain-storm cause him 
any personal harm. 178. As winter lengthened the 
nights,b besides many other fine compositions, he 
attacked the books in which that fellow from Pales
tine is claimed to be a god and son of god. c In a long 
polemic and by dint of forceful argument, he proved 
such claims to be stupid, idle chatter. On the same 
subject he showed himself wiser than the old sage 
from Tyre: and right pleased and happy may this 
Tyrian be to accept this statement, beaten as it were 
by his son.a 

179. Such were our emperor's enjoyments during 
the long winter nights, when other people are usually 
more interested in matters of sex. But so far was he 
from enquiring whether any man had a good
looking daughter or wife that, had not Hera once 
bound him in the rites of marriage, he would have 

C The Contra Galila60s (cf. Julian, ed. Wright (Loeb), 
vol. 8, pp. 813 if.). Julian also composed the Cae8ars and 
the Hymn fO Helios the King in the December. Libanius. 
again avoiding provocation, omits all reference to the burn
ing of the temple of Apollo at Daphne in October, which 
had infuriated Julian. 

4 Porphyry of Tyre, Adversus Chri8tiano8 (ed. von Har· 
nack, AM. B8Tl. Akad. 1916). 
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" \ I I " f} I 'I 'I: av I\OYct> 1l0VOV TOl; aVVpW1TWV €1T£(JTall€VOS' Il£,:>t:£s. 
vVv oE T1jv f.LEv yvvatKa E1TEV01]fJEV, fTf.pas O€ ovre 

I Jill' " "./,,/.. , ~ I1TpOTfpOV OUf) V(JT€POV 1}'faTO 'fU(JE£ T€ uuvall€vo~ 

(Jw~pov{iv KaL T11S Jv raZs fLaVr€ia,s o£arpLfi~s 
CJVfL1TapaKaAov(J1}S' 180. lv ais 8L~Yf Ilavr€<i;v rE 

,.. , I I '" " .,~ \ , "'" 
ro,s apL(JrOLS XPWfLEVOS auros r€ wv OvofVOS €V 771 

I <:" " ""'i:: ... " IT€xvn o€Vrt;pOS W(Jr€ fL'f}O €sEWa£ TOI,S llavTE(JL 
1TapaKpovw(JaL (JvvfgETa{ovrwv Tel.· OE£KVfLEva rwv 
'.J..ll , ... , I I ,~a ~ 
0'ffJal\llwv EKELVOV. Kat 1TOU Kat rwv fV rouro 
, I , "\0 ,... II ""'" I \€1TwrafLEVWV a1T1}1\ E Kparwv, ovrws €VpE£a r€ Ka£ 

I ,/.. t .1, \ '" R '''' \' \ " 1Tall'f0poS 7J 'fUX7J r<p ,..,a(J£I\EL, Ka, ra fL€V €VPI,(JKE 
rn ~pOv-lj(JE', W€PL Of TWV aVEKoLVoVTO rots KP€tT~ 

, "'0 "'" ~ ,l' I , \TO(JtIl. €JJrEV €V OIS r€ OVK EOOKE£ oW(J€tv apxas 
J/~ l' , I r ~ , 'J/~ ./.,J.,/..
€OWKEV o's r€ EVOIl',=>ETO oW(J€tIl OUK €OWK€, 'f'I'fCf 
8€wv Kat o'OOVS Kai J-L~ oLods. 

181. ' AAAa J-L~v ws yvry(JtQS ~v K7JOEJ-Lc1v ~s 
apxf}s Ka~ ws raKEtV7}S ~YE 1TPO rwv lavTov 1foA
Aax60Ev J-L~V OfS~AwTaL, (Ja~I.(JT€pOV 0' clv wo~ 

I '" '\ f \ ...YEVOLTO. 1TapaKaI\OVp,EVOS yap E1T£ yafLov wapa TWV 
, ~'" ~~,/.., \ If1T£T'f}OELWV 01TWS 1Tatoas 'fVT€VG€Lf KM]POVO/Wus 

... ,,.. ..." \ '1' ~, "~ 1\ \ \T1}S apX7Js, rOVT auro O€ULWS € fL€I\I\€W, fL'1J 
KaKoL ~VVTES v6J-L<p !wapaAafi6vr€s La~O€tpw(J' ra F 31 

I \ ... '" IIJ IJ , fI \wpaYJ-Lara ro rov ",(J.Evovros 1fauOVT€S. ovrw T1}v , \ f...... , \ 1\ , ,~,

a1TaLUtaV T7Jv aurov T7Js €£S ras ,1TOI\E£S I\vJ-L1)s 
,/..' " Kou'for€pov €KPLVEV. 

18C1 0' I , ~ \ \ ,\ ~ f I f 
.<:.. V roorov OUOE rov TTEP' ras O£Kas 1TOVOV WS 

a Hera is the presiding deity of wedlock. For Julian's 
conduct after Helena's death fl. Amm. Marc. 25. 4. 2. 

b Especially so in his criteria for his pagan priesthood, cf. 
L(Jtt(Jl" tn a P1'it'flt. 305 a fr. . , '· 

c Phaethon, son of Helios, the sun-god, demands of his I
father the right to drive his chariot for a day. The horses 
run away with him and, when earth and heaven are near 
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ended his days knowing nothing of sexual intercourse 
of humans save by report. As it was, he went into 
mourning for his wife and never touched another 
woman before or afterwards,a for he had a natural 
bent towards' continence and his preoccupation with 
soothsaying tended in the same direction. 180. On 
this he spent his time, employing the most capable 
soothsayers, and himself being second to none in the 
art, so that the seers could never mislead him since 
his gaze too scrutinized the omens. Indeed, at times 
he surpassed specialists in the subject, so "'ide and 
all-embracing was our emperor's intellect, and his 
discoveries were made either as a result of his own 
insight or of his association with the gods. So it was 
that he bestowed office upon persons to whom it was 
thought he would not give it, and withheld it from 
those to whom it was thought that he would, the 
giving and the withholding both being dictated by 
the decision of the gods. b 

181. Moreover, though there is ample evidence to 
show how genuine a guardian of his empire he was 
and how much more importance he placed on its 
welfare than on his own, this may make it clearer 
still. His intimates tried to persuade him to remarry 
so that he would have sons to succeed to the throne, 
but he replied that that was the very thing that 
deterred him, lest his children, if degenerate, should 
be legal heirs to the throne and bring ruin on them
selves, suffering Phaethon's fate. c So, childlessness 
for himself he judged to be of less importance than 
any harm done to the empire. 

182. Nor again did he seek to avoid the task of 

destruction from the sun's fire, Zeus strikes him down by 
lightning; c/. Ovid • •'¥.:et. 1. 748-2. 848. 
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1 '!!'<KPOT6:TWV Norman (cf. Amm. Marc. 22. 9. 9: II iudici
bus Cassiis tristior "): IJW or fHKpoTo:rwJI (MSS.), F., Re., 
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ORATION XVIII, 182-184 

dispensing justice,G since he was able to divide his 

personality into so many compartments as it were. 

He could delegate such tasks to expert judges and 

incorruptible ,prefects, but he still made his appear

ance as one of the judges and stripped for the contest, 

unless perhaps you wish to criticize the term and say 

that the courts were for him not a contest but a 

diversion and amusement. 183. Thus he would rebut 

with ease the tricks of the advocates and seize upon 

the point at issue with incredible quickness of intel

lect, comparing false arguments with true and 

confuting their subterfuges with legal precedent. It 

was not his way to attack the wealthy when they were 

in the right, or to side with the poor if they were bare

faced liars, out of envy of the rich for their good 

fortune or an ill-timed sympathy for the poor. He 

made no distinction of person between the litigants 

but applied his judgement to the facts of the case, so 

that at times a rich man came off best and a poor man 

lost. 184. He could, uhe so desired, have broken the 

laws without any likelihood of his being brought into 

court to be punished for it. Yet he thought that he 

should abide by tpe established legal procedure more 

consistently than the most unbending of officials. 

Hence when a person whom he detested for his 

misconduct perverted the course of justice by forged 

documents, he saw where justice lay but, since the 

victim was unable to bring any complaint against the 

document, he gave the verdict to the guilty party, 

but he ended by stating that he was not unaware of 

the fraud but the inaction of the injured party 


I 
caused him, in obedience to the law, to give a 

II F~~ w~i~. h~.is ~aised br~A~m_i~n.~s (22. 9. 9) and, 

naturallY, oenoea oy \iregory l U,'. 5. !to f.}. 
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verdict in favour of the criminal. Thus the winner 
left more deeply hurt than the loser who had suffered 
the loss of his land alone, while he had lost his repu
tation. In this way he contrived the punishment of 
the wrongdoer without infringement of the law. 
185. When the emperor's court was opened and all 
were at liberty to have recourse to it, all those 
people who had got possession of the property of 
some weaker party by illegal means, either by bare
faced robbery or by a trumped-up sale, came to make 
restitution, in some cases to complainants, in some, 
even to those who made no outcry. These antici
pated the verdict in their fear, and each of the wrong
doers passed judgement on himself. 186. So, as they 
say happened in the case of Heracles, people in dis
tress everywhere on land and sea invoked his name, 
even in his absence, and it served as protection 
enough. Here too we know that his name had the 
same effect. Cities, villages, markets, households, 
continents and islands, the young and the old, men 
and women began to repel their persecutors by the 
mere mention of him upon the throne, and his name 
often stayed a hand that was raised to strike. 187. 
That court also undertook to decide the issue be
tween two cities in a dispute about precedence. 
These were the greatest in Syria next to our own, and 
one had the advantage of beauty since it enjoyed the 
proximity of the sea. Long speeches were delivered, 
where the representatives of the one adduced their 
various claims to beauty and also the wisdom of a 
citizen of theirs,/: while those of the iniand town 
dwelt upon the wisdom of the alien who resided 
there, having chosen the place as the site for his 

a Laodicea: c/o Suidas, B.V. 'A'lTOA'l'dpLDS AaOaLK€JS'. 

4<08 



LIBANIUS 

<;;:~ , "" \ \ ) \ {J.... " 
0", EKEtVOV TE Kat TOUS' aKOI\OtlvouvraS' EKEtl'<p 

'{J , 1 ~ i: 1 \ \ ,.. 
71'avraxouEl' a(]fLf:VWS of.safLEVOU, T1]V fLEV TWV 

"tewl' aUJn1v xatpEw afL~O'T~pOtS' I a~EtS' J TOUS IF 3lij 
R 585 o.v8paS' of: ~~"O'S' 1Tapa8dS' 1TpOTEpav i1TO{1](]E -rfl 

nfLii T~V TOVTO£S' KpaTOV(]av. 188. TavTt OE tP1]~t-
, ~" \ , \ 1\ \ 1\ 

(]afLEVO~ ap ou 1TpOS apE'T1]v 1TUpEKaI\Et TaS' 1TOI\EIS 
, \' ........,.I..~ I, , t, ~ 

afLEI\1](]aS' TOU TUW a'f'vXwv Kal\l\OUS, ws ou ovva
1 J. ' \.... ~, , i:'

fL€VOV 'f'EpetV 1Tapa KpL1"[J a1ToUoat<p 1TI\EOvEst.av j 
189 "A \,....., ,.. ...,t 1

• pTL fLEV ow T1]s EV TOtS' tEpOLS' EfLEfLvr;fL1]V 
I - ~ \ " ""'Y' ,,~ \KOLVOT1]TOS, VVl' oE €XW 'Tt fl-EI.,:>OV EL1TEI.V OTt Ka/, 

<;;: 'r ,I I 1 \ fl \
otKa,:>wl' 1TI\E,aT<.p TOVT<.p 1TP0S' TE TOVS' prjTopas KaL 

, , 1 l' f (I I , .... 
1TpOS' EKELVOUS Wl' 01. PTJTOpES' 1TpOEKafl-l'Ol' EXP1]TO, 
~ ~ \ 'l: 1 \ Q"" I \ \.
otoOVS E~OV(]Lal' Kat 1-'01]S afl-ETpL<f KaL XELpOS ava-

I I \ '" , " \ '\'i"\(]EWEL KaL 1Ta(], axrJfl-a(]L KaL TOLS' EtS al\l\'fJl\ovs 
I \ 'f' f I " ,If,

(]KWfLfLa(]L Kat. O~S' OI\WS' EKaTEpOL Kpa'T1](]€/'l' E1T£
\ \ \ \" '" f... 190(]'TEVOV. Kat 1TOI\U 1Tp0S' EKa(]TOVJ WET a,p E. • 

\ \ \ \ If ,1 \ 
Tovn fl-etl Ka, 1Tp0S' <l1TaVTas, OV fLOVOl' 1TpOS' 

frlJTopaS' VVV o~ 1TpWTOV apX0fl-El'OLS' Vrro TOV 

KpaToVl'TOS o08f:l' p~fl-a tVl'Y0S' ovvaTc/J'TEpOl' ElS' 
" , \ \ J. IQ \ \ \ \ \ 

EVVOLaV' OV yap TOVS' 'f'0l-'0VS' Kat TaS' (]LyaS' Ka, 1'0 
" \ A JI \ \ I , IIIiI '\ 

EWW 'T1]l' XELpa EXEflI Kat TO KV1TTEW f'S' YTJV Ka, TO 
Q\ I , \ f I~ .... , '" \ 1 \
I-'I\E1TEtV EtS' TO V1Too1]fl-a fl-aI\l\OV 1] 1'0 1TPO(]W1TOl' Kat 

\ ~ 1\ )",.Il1 t.... {J ~ A'
TO OOVI\OVS avr EI\EUV€PWl' Opa(]UaL Kav TOLS I\EyO-

I ) J'\ I) "" fA I
fl-€VOLS Kav TO'S' 1TpaTT0fl-€l'OtS', OV TaVTa 1JYELTO, 

\ Q " "I::. ' , '\ \ \ ~ I ...., I F 32:'
'T1]v l-'aa/,MtaV aV"EtV, al\l\a 1'0 fl-1]oEva TWV EKE/,l'<.p" 

R I '1"" ~" I"'" " -" 586 avyywo,UEVWl' fl-7] aVTOY EX€tY fJ-aI\I\OV , 7J KEwa 

1 j.t~ inserted F., ~ Fabr. (following 1l9mitted). I
1.1 Apamea: ibid. S.v. Ecfnrarpos 'Arraj.tovs. Iamblichus, 

and Sopater are the philosophers here mentioned, whose 
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philosophical studies,a and also of one of their citizens 
who had given an enthusiastic welcome to him and 
his followers from every quarter. Julian put aside 
any question of the gleaming marble buildings they 
might both possess and compared the men, and he 
gave the precedence in honour to the city that was 
superior in this respect. 188. In such a verdict, did he 
not encourage the cities to the pursuit of virtue, 
ignoring the beauties of inanimate creation, since 
that can have no influence upon a balanced judge
ment? 

189. Just recently I mentioned his affability in the 
temples. Now I can say something more on the 
subject. He applied this quality in the highest 
degree towards the advocates and the clients for 
whom they toiled when he sat in judgement. He 
gave them full freedom to raise their voices, to shake 
their fists and to make all sorts of gestures and com
ments to each other-in short, to use all the tricks of 
the trade that each party relies on to win a case.b He 
frequently addressed them as My friend." 190.Ii 

And this expression applied to everyone, not just to 
advocates, was now for the first time used by an 
emperor towards his subjects, and it was more pro
ductive of g~od will than any talisman. He did not 
think that it heightened his majesty for .them to be 
frightened and silent, to fold their hands, to prostrate 
themselves to the ground and to study his shoe-toe 
in preference to his face, and in all their words and 
actions to be seen as slaves rather than free men. 
What mattered to him was that everyone about him 
should be able to admire him ror himself instead of 

fame wins Julian's verdict for Apamea; c/. Eunap. V.S . 
• "0 a' b rr~ A~~ lI.JfftMft t:)() 1f\'t'v'" ll. . VJ • {),,,UIUJ., "',.,. ,I,. v,. .Lfl"-l .... , 
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f 191' \ \ \ ( \ ... \ f~eaVfLaaa£. • E1TE' Kat T'l}V UI\OVPrrJ Xl\ufLvoa 
J.. f " '.1. R \ f \ J.. f ,~\A

'f'EpWV 1)V OVK '1V tJaatllEVOVTU fL1) 'f'0PHII WS OVo€V 
'" l/\ \ ~ J..' "J.. " • \TWll alll\Wll OW'f'Epovaall E'f'EpEll. OVKOVV aVTOV 
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{3EATlw .\a{3Wv ~YEZTO YEYOllEvat {3EATlwv ot3oE T'ijv 
aplaT'l}ll aptaTOS, OUDE Tfi rijs xpoas V1TEpf30'\fi 7-~S 
, ... \ It' , , f '\ \' , \A

apX1)S T'l}V EVoUtfLov(,av EI1-E'TPE(', al\l\ EKEI,VO fLEV 
~~tEt {3a~Evm Kat v~aVTatS 0 n {3oV'\OtVTO Spall, 
aUTOS' OE Ell Tfi rijs ~povTjaEwS' ~Op? Kat Tfi TWV 

, \ I A(J IJ.. \ I ••1. \ "f \1TOI\EWV EKE' Ell W'f'El\€t'f V'f'1JI\1)V TE <pefo T'l}ll
Q \' ,,\ ~ \ f l' \ f
tJaatl\€(,av 1TOU:tV Kat ow TOVTWV ELva, l\afL11'POTEpOS. 
192. EfLEtlIE OE Kat d xpvaos 1TEpl Tfi KE~aAii eEWV 

" , ~'''1(J- l \ AOVTW YVOVTWV' 01, 0, EWV, ° fLat, Kat TOVTO 
,~ I t J,.., I ", I tl

E£OEVat, WS EK€£VOS yE OVK Ol\tyaKtS WpfL1JaEV ji 
" '" \ J.. \ f , \ \'" " •a xpvaov 1TO('1)oa, T'l}V KE'f'UI\1)V, al\l\ 1)V afL€£VWV ° 
KwAvWll. 'I,.0 \ ~ \ l' f'f ....193 . Xpvaos oE OVTOS aVEfLVTJaE fLE xpvaWVJ 
aTE~d.VWV ous at fLEV 11'O.\E'S €1TEfL1TOV oui. 1Tp€a{3Ewvi 

aAA~.\as v1TEp{3a'\'\ovaat Tip a'Ta(JfLip, 'X,Alwv OO'TOS ~11 
I ~ \' ~\, A f ( ,

aTaT'l}pwv, O£aX,I\,WV OE EKE£VOS, 'TOU'TWV 0 1Tap , 
f f .,\ \ , ( ~ \ I f A 'e
ETEPWll EI\KWV 1TIIEOV. ° OE E1TtnfL1Jaas T<P fLEYE Et . 

J.. - ,~ \ r '" f \ '" \aa'f'ws EtOWS WS OUK aVEV 1TOVOV 'Ta 'To,aV'Ta aUII- , 

"'YOtTO, VOfL0(JETEZ j 'TOV a'T€~aVOV a1To aTa~pWV F 321' 
'R~ f J.. ~ \ \ \ fl ''/

EfJoofL1)KoVTa 'f'0tTaV T1Jv fLEV nfL1Jv (,G1Jv VOfLt,:>wV ' 
H, 5S7 €K(LTEpOJJ ovvaaeat, ~t.\oXP1)fL(hov oE I Elvat K€P01J . 

'1)'TEZV €V nfLwv aX~fLan. 194. Kat TOVTOVS ot .~ 
KOfLt,OV'TES 'TOUS v6fLoVS Ka, 11'O.\.\a ETEpa ypa/l,- ~ 

\ \ I f \.;:. \ \ Q \ I ... "1
fLaTa, Ta fLEV OV XE'PW Ta oE Ka(' fJEl\nw, 'ToaOV'Toli 'I 

• Of ~ ,!,.~. F. ~:': F;~'. ("".j, 3ut Re. ,..·.1,' 

. , mm. 1 arC. "':... • 
b T .. e extant legislation on aurum C()1'O'narium is dated

~~i1 29. A.D. 862 (Cod. 1'h. 12. 18. 1; E.L.F. No. 72). J 
:}'·:~ 
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all that. 191. Even when he wore the purple cloak 
that had to be worn by an emperor, he did so as if 
it were nothing out of the ordinary.a In wearing it, 
he did not look himself up and down and examine its 
hue, nor did he think of himself, if he got a richer 
dye, as any the better man, nor if he got the richest, 
as being without peer. No, he did not measure the 
happiness of his 'reign by the depth of his purple. 
He let the dyers and weavers do as they thought 
fit with that: he believed the sublimity of his reign 
was due to the exercise of his intellect and the aid he 
granted the cities therefrom, and that that was what 
gave him more prestige. 192. The golden crown 
remained encircling his head, for the gods decided it 
so. As for the reason, it was, I think, for the gods to 
know that too; at any rate, he personally was quite 
often minded to leave his head uncrowned, but always 
there was some higher power to prevent it. 

193. This gold is a reminder to me of those crowns 
of gold that the cities used to send by their envoys, 
striving to outdo one another in the weight of them. 
One would weigh a thousand staters, another two 
thousand, one from .another town more still. He 
disapproved of such excessive amounts, for he knew 
quite well that these contributions were made not 
without difficulty, and so he ordained that crowns of 
seventy staters only should be sent, for he valued the 
compliment just as highly whatever the amount, and 
regarded it as mere avarice to seek profit under the 
pretext ofhonour.b 194. And as for the couriers who 
delivered his decrees and the many other communica· 
tions that were as good as, if not better than that, so 

That .Tulian later ord8.ined an upper limit of '10 soUd·; is 
noted only here. 
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avaYK1J. OVTWS' ayauov tJaaLI\€wS' ov Ka71JOXVV€TO 
~/t. .... '" tIl 
oo~a T'[J TWV V1T'YJp€TOVVTWV KaKLCf. 

t \' f ". R \ ~ \ 't. I J..195 • Kat. 
\ ° P,€V €V TOVTOLS' 1JvJ tJ01J OE €~ aL'fv1JS' 
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f' .... " ,~ I "" 1\ ~'f t

V1TO TWV a€pwv 1JOLK1JP,€V1JS', 'T1JS' 1TOI\€WS' o€ V1TO 
... 1 I 'J..' , I 1 \ 

TWV EV1TOPWV OV 'f€POVTWV €tS' p,€aOV XPOVLOV aVI\
, ~ II \ "~" .... , \ \
1\0Y1JS' u1Jaavpovs aMa TOV aLTOV TClS TLp,aS aVVL

, \1' ~\ \ \ 
aTaV'TWV. avyKal\€aaS' 0"1 yEWpyoVS' KaL XELPO

I \ 1\ \' f \... \ 
T€XVas KaL Ka1TTJI\OVS' Kat. 1TaV'TWV a1TI\WS' 'TLp,1JTas 

, I , I I A.. "" , '"' 
WVLWV avaYKnaas VOP,<P aw'fpOV€LV Kat. 1TPWTOS' 

, \ , \ nl A I '(' ,A 

aVTOS' aKOI\OVU1Jaas T<P Vop,<p TOUS' aVTOV 'lTVPOVS' 

€lS' ayopd.v EV€YKWV, E1TEL8~ T<{J vop,cp I p,axop,lV1]v F 32i!" e \ R \ \ \ " \ ,.... , ' 
7}a €TO TTJV tJOVl\1JV KaL TOLS' p'EV aVTOV XPWp'EV1JV 
,~\ (',.. , "" A 

TO. o€ aVT1JS' KaTaKpV1TTovaav, OLETaL TLS' aKova'G.L 
.... " 1 \, ~ , \ t.'J.. \

TWV OVK €1TLUTap,€VWV TO. TOT€ Oopv KaL ~L'f0S' Kat. 

1TVP Kat fJaAaTTav, TaVTa yap d~€tA€LV OOKovaw O[ 
TWV V1T1JK6wv 1ToAEp,OVVT€S' fiaaLAE'L, Kat ya.p o15TOS' I 

" <I \ 1\ 't. 1 ~ , [j" , \
R 588 aVEV 01TI\WV 1TOI\€P,OS €~€1T£'T1J0ES a1T€LUEtV Kat 1Tapov 

I r;;: r;;: J.. .... \" ....,,, , 'l:;' 
avvCfoELv oLa'fwV€LV KaL a KVpOVV EK€LVOS' €a1TOVOaK€, 

I ...., " " 196 \ \ l' ....1Taan T'[J TEXV7J 1TOLEW aKvpa. • TO P,€V OVV 'T1JS' 
, ..... (}:' ,,...,..... \ I 

apX1JS' otKatOV KaL TaVTa €LU1JY€LTO Kat TOVTWV xa
\ I \' "'" , .... l:;' 1 " 
I\€1TWTEpa, Kat. 1TaV'TWS' av al\l\os aK1J1TTOV OLK1JV E1T£ 

a For famine in Antioch c/. Misop. 35.0 a, 368 c if., Lib. 
Or. 15 and 16, Or. 1. 126, Amm. Marc. 22. 14. I, Soer. 
nE. 3. 17. Discussion by Downey, An Economic Crisis at 
Antioch (Studies in hon. of A. C. Johnson, Princeton, 1951). 
De Jonge, "Scarcity Of Corn and Corn-prices in Amm. 
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far from demanding payment for their services, they 
refused to accept it when it was freely offered. Ig
noble gain was attended by such risks, and clearly it 
was impossible for the recipient to escape detection 
and punishment was inevitable. Thus the fame of a 
good emperor was not besmirched by the short
comings of his subordinates. 

195. While he was thus engaged, all of a sudden 
there arose in the hippodrome the outcry of a starving 
populace; they complained that the soil had suffered 
from a bad season and the city from the wealthy, who 
failed to produce their long-hoarded stocks for public 
consumption but forced up the price of corn.a He 
called together the farmers, manufacturers and 
shopkeepers, in fact all who had anything to do with 
fixing market prices, and forced them by edict to 
charge a reasonable price, and he himself was the 
first to bring his own wheat to market in obedience to 
the edict. 'Vhen he saw the city council actively 
opposing it and using his contributions while hoarding 
their own, you might, if you 'were unacquainted with 
the events of the time, expect to hear of executions 
by spear and sword, by burnings and drownings-for 
these are the punishments that subjects who rebel 
against the emperor are held to deserve: for, indeed, 
deliberate disobedience and non-eo-operation when 
co-operation is possible, and the sparing of no effort 
to nullify such measures as he was set on ratifying
this was indeed unarmed rebellion. 196. Such 
punishments, and those still more severe, were con
.,..... ............nan-!- 1l1Hh 

T~ .a.V.L'" 
-!-h~ "lain'!" 
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one else would certainly have come down like a 

Marc.," Jfn6·m,()8yne, 1948, pp. ~38 :II., Petit, Vie municipale, 
pp. 109 if. 
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Dth.'7}v dvaYKaa8fjvaL Aa~E'iv.. 197. OV'TW 'Tofho I . 
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t 1 J'. \ I Q\ ... \' ... 

p'fJ'TOpOS 'IKE KaL 7rapOV a'TpEfJl\WaaL K~ a7TOK'TEWaL 
\ I I 1\ ) I , I,. \ 
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I 8 I I II ~ tp "e 17rpoa EV 7TE1TOL1]KWS 7TpOS avopa WfLa£OV paavvo

1 tiiv inserted F. (conj. Re.). 

n For a comparison of this account of .lulian's relations 
with Antioch and those of Or. 1. 126. 15. 20. 16. 21, cf. 
Petit, Historia. 5 (1956). pp. 4S1 ff.. Julian's rancour'is 
signifieantIy toned down here. 
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thunderbolt on such insubordination, but he generally 
kept his temper in check and on that occasion exer
cised a singular self-control, for he refrained from 
imposing the. punishments that they deserved and 
penalized them with an imprisonment more nominal 
than real, since none of our city fathers found himself 
inside the jail gates. Not even a night closed on this 
brief, light imprisonment, for practically no time 
elapsed between one set of officers taking them to 
jail and another bringing them out of it. They went 
to have dinner and to bed, but he did neither. They 
were glad at what they had not suffered, he was 
grieved at what they had, and he asserted that this 
was the crowning insult he had suffered from our city, 
to be forced to inflict such a punishment. 197. So 
this event, despite its pettiness, he regarded as of the 
greatest moment and quite foreign to his behaviour: 
nor did he wait for any of his friends to censure what 
he had done, but he had no good word for it himself, 
not because it was directed against innocent people, 
obviously, but because it did not become him to 
inflict any such punishment on a city council, what
ever their misdeeds.a 

198. At any rate, when a little later the city be
haved with even greater insubordination-yes, even 
though I speak of my 0,\\>11 birthplace, truth must 
prevail-then he scorned the punishment that 
despots inflict and proceeded to apply that of an 
orator, for, though he had it in his power to use 
torture or execution, he chose to avenge himself on 
our city by an oration, b as he had done previously, 
to be sure, with a Roman citizen who had behaved 

~ The Mi.,opQgQn~ written in Februa.ry; A,D, 868: oj. 
Zos. 8. 11. 
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a E.D.F. No. 82 (443 c if.), the letter' against Nilus, j

written before the end of A.D. 862: c/. Lib. Ep, 758, 
o Cf. Greg. Naz. Or. 4. 84. The incident appears to be 
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with an impudence rather similar.a He would have 
been justified in confiscating his property, at the very 
least, but he did not deprive him of his possessions j 
the weapon, he used was a letter directed against 
him. 199. Still, though he was so reluctant to shed 
blood, ten soldiers formed another conspiracy to kill 
him. They waited for the day of the manreuvres, but 
fortunately drink forestalled their attempt and re
vealed the whole affair, and the plan hitherto secret 
was proclaimed aloud.b 

200. Now, one may perhaps be surprised that, for 
al1 his kindliness and mildness and though the 
punishments he inflicted were either none at all or 
less than normal, he yet encountered from time to 
time some disloyalty among his subjects. The rea
son for this I shall tell in my account of his end, so 
lamentable to me. At present this much needs to be 
said of his intimate friends, that of those intimates 
some were good both in appearance and reality, and 
nothing at all could change them, while others had 
the appearance without the reality, and time re
vealed them for what they were. 201. For after he 
had beyond dispute gained control of the empire and 
had become master of the treasures and all else that 
constitutes the emperor's wealth, some associated 
with him without thought of gain. They did not try 
to increase their possessions through their audiences 
with him, but thought it gain enough to love and be 
loved and to see the man who loved them ruler over 
such a mighty empire, and a wise ruler too. Though 
he bade them often enough, and in fact belZ'lZ'ed 
them, to accept land, horses~ house, silver, gold, they 

connected with the executions of Juventinus and Maxi
minus (c/. Peeters. AMl~cta Bolkmdio,no,. 4!a. 77 ff.). 
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a Such. Libanius claims, was his own attitude: Or. 1. 
125,51. 30, Ep. 1158. 

b As asserted by Greg. Naz. Or. 5. 19, and hinted by Lib. 
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replied that they were quite satisfied and declined 
his offers.a 202. That was the way with the best of 
them. However, others had long been greedy for 
money, though they pretended to despise it, and 
they awaited their opportunity, and made full use of 
it when it came, to ask and to receive, and then to 
ask for more, and there was no end to their receiving, 
for nothing could satisfy their greediness.b In his 
generosity he lavished all this upon them, but he no 
longer looked upon them as men of worth. He was 
vexed at being deceived, but he put up with them out 
of regard for their long association and considered his 
reputation as a loyal friend more important than 
ridding himself of such as these. 203. Thus, being 
unaware of the character of none of his acquaintances, 
he rejoiced in them if they were good, and if they 
were not, he was sorry, but though he held tight to 
the good, he did not send the bad packing. He 
would admire a sophist whose character rose superior 
to that title, and he would scorn a philosopher who, 
upon test, turned out to be below that standard, and 
he was induced to put up with anything by his desire 
not to be thought, as emperor, to be turning his back 
on old acquaintance. . 

204. But I thiD;k that you are eager for the recital 
of his last and greatest exploits, his treatment of 
Persia and the Persians in his invasion. Nor is it any 
wonder that you have long been waiting open
mouthed for this portion, for you know the simple 
fact that he fell in the hour of victory, but as for the 
details, what you haVe heard is either nothing at all or 
else false. 205. Your eagerness to hear the narrative 

Or. i. 1$$ iI., probably with Maximus in mind I cj. Eunap. 
V.S. 477 f. 
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a For Constantius' Persian campaign of. Or. 59. 61 ff., 
Julian, Or. 1. 18 h. 
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is aroused by your reflections upon the might of 
Persia, and the great army of Constantius that they 
overcame, and their overweening pride against which 
Julian advanced undeterred. Besides the islands, in
cluding those situated in the Atlantic, Constantius 
held all the territory from the very shores of Ocean to 
the River Euphrates, which can muster many a tall 
man and many a brave heart, and plenty besides, and 
from them an invincible army would have been com
posed. 206. However, that emperor, so mighty 
in his preparations with his countless famous cities, 
his vast income from taxes, and all the gold from 
his mines, who covered his cavalry with mail more 
carefully than the Persians and used armour to 
protect even his horses from being wounded, he 
inherited from his father a a war that required 
an emperor of daring and an intelligence capable of 
using his forces to advantage. However, it was just 
as though he had sworn to act in league with his 
opponents; he took no thought for capturing any
thing of theirs or for seeing that they won nothing 
of his; every year, at the beginning of the summer, 
they meantime laying siege to his fortresses in early 
spring, he would lead his army across the Euphrates 
and halt the best force he had mustered, intent on 
beating a retreat if the enemy put in an appearance, 
and though he could almost hear the laments of the 
beleaguered citizens,b he thought it better tactics not 
to fight or aid any of his own subjects who were in the 
process of being destroyed. 207. What, then, was 
the consequence of his dilatoriness? 'Vhile the 
enemy was battering down his fortifications, de

b 141S at i\..lnida (.lA1mm. r;'Iarc. 19. 1-8), Of Sinl{ara, (ibid. 
20. 6-7). 
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a At Singara, A.D. 84.8. described at length and claimed 
as a victory for Constantius in Or. 59. 99 if. lei. Jul. 0". 1. 
23 b, .A.mrn. lVlarc. 18. 5.. 7. 

b At the third siege of Nisibis, A.D. 350 l cf. Ju\. 01'. I. 
'27 b if,. Zonaras IS. 7. 8. 
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molishing cities and making off with captives and 
booty, he would send hi!:; forces to inspect the 
desolation and thank his lucky stars that no worse 
harm had been done. Then he made his way back 
through the cities and every day receive a w~lcome 
from the populace in terms usual after a victory. 
Year after yem' this is what went on: the Persians 
would cross the river, and he would be thinking about 
it: they would be attacking the forts, and he would 
start to move: they would be just about to take 
them, and he would get the news: they would take 
them, and he was content not to have fought an 
engagement. They revelled in their hordes of cap
tives, he in the horse-races: the cities presented their 
crowns to the Persian, he to his race·drivers. Am I 
not justified in saying that he was in league with 
Persia? To permit such goings-on when he could 
stop them is tantamount to helping with his own 
hands. 208. And let nobody think me unaware of 
that night battle where the combatants disengaged 
after casualties had been inflicted and suffered by 
both sides,a or of that sea-battIe on land, whereby 
they saved, with difficulty, that long-suffering city.b 
The sum of his disgrace is this-that he inherited 
an army of high morale, schooled to inspire fear into 
the foe, and accustomed it to feel fear, and by bad 
training ruined this fine morale. 209. Both philo
sophy and legend bear witness to the efficacy of 
training in every activity. It can cause a good man 
and a bad to turn into the opposite, according as to 
whether it comes as inferior or superior to his natural 
character. It has mounted even wornen C on horse
back and has given them the better of men in war. If 

c '.fhe p.. maZOlls. 
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a The parallel is unfortunate. Constantius lived a very 
sober life: c/. Amm. Marc. 21. 16. 5. . 
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you force a naturally good man to live among 
drunken revelry, his goodness deserts him and he 
learns these vices instead of the glories of virtue, and 
he lives with pleasure in them and loathes his previous 
life, and so habit becomes the ruin of his character.a 
210. Something of the sort, I assert, befe11 Constan
tins' soldiery at his hands, since they took up their 
arms but were prevented from making an attack, and 
learned how to doze in their tents while their kinsmen 
were led away captive, and how to feel no shame and 
to be afraid of death. They resented all this for a 
start, naturally enough, being men of courage, but 
then their resentment faded and turned into accept
ance and, finally) outright approval. 211. So, if a 
dust cloud rose in the distance such as horses would 
make, it did not spur them on to the fight, but 
turned them in flight. If a troop of cavalry made its 
appearance, and no large one either, they would pray 
for the earth to open and swallow them up, for any 
fate was preferable to seeing the Persians close to 
them.b As their courage dwindled, so did their self
confidence, and so openly confessed was their fear 
that, if ever they demanded attention from the 
people on whom they were billeted, the word 
" Persian" was enough to stop them making nuisan
ces of themselves, and if any practical joker told 
them, " The Persians are coming," up would come 
their colour and away they would dash. So, in fighting 
against their own people they had learned to give and 
take hard knocks, c but so deeply ingrained was the 
dread of the Persians that had grown during many 

b 6.g., ibid. 19.8. 
e Constantiu8 had a genius for handling civil \\~ars: ,ibid. 

~l. 16. 15. 
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1 After 1ToAw, Re. and editors insert Eup.oau'Ta I<MOUfdllTfIi 
(following gloss 'Ta aUfLOOu'Tu in B): om. F. {M8.S.}. 

<' For the narratives of Julian's Persian campaign cj. 
Amm. Marc. 93. <2 if., Zos. 3. 12 if., Ub. 0'1'. 1. 132 f. Julian's 
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years, that you might say that they could not look at 
pictures of them without a shudder. 

212. This then was the army, so corrupted, that 
our glorious emperor led against the Persians. They 
followed, gradu'aUy recovering the courage they once 
possessed and the confidence to walk through fire 
unscathed in consequence of his strategy. 213. This 
was as follows a: he knew the great advantages of 
secrecy; the broadcasting of information is valueless, 
whereas its concealment can be of great assistance ; 
and so he did not reveal the time of his invasion, its 
proposed route, or his tactics. In fact, he disclosed 
nothing of what he had in mind, for he was well 
aware that news once blurted out is picked up by 
spies.b 214. His instructions to the prefect had been 
to concentrate boats on the Euphrates and to load 
them with stores,ll and before the end of winter he 
surprised everyone by crossing the river at speed. 
He did not march by way of the great populous city d 

near by, to see and be seen and to collect the formal 
greetings usually paid to an emperor. He knew that 
now was the time for speed, and he made his way to a 
city e that has a grand old temple of Zeus, where he 
reverently prayed that it be granted him to be the 
ruin of Persia. Here he detached from his forces 
twenty thousalld infantry, and sent them to the 
Tigris to covel' the area, should danger threaten ill 
that direction, and to support him if he summoned 

last letter to Libanius (E.L.F. No. 98) covers the route to 
Hierapolis. 

b Amm, Marc, 23. 9. 2. c Zos. loc, cit. 
a Edessa: cj. Sozom. 6. 1. The editors, reading SUllloBatu 

without 1IISS. authority. ignore this information and that of 
Ammianus, above. 

d Carrhae: c/. Amm. Marc. 23. 3. 1, SOZOlll. loe. cit. 
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them as occasion demanded.a 215. Arrangements 
were also made for the Armenians to perform a 
similar duty. If the enemy advanced through their 
most fertile districts burning and looting as was likely, 
they were to link up with the emperor, and together 
they were either to expel the enemy from their land 
in flight, or, if he stayed, crush him. After issuing 
such instructions he continued his advance, his own 
forces hugging the Euphrates, which provided 
drinking water and convoy for the stores in the boats. 
216. On seeing a big camel train, with one animal 
tied behind another and all loaded with freight, this 
being composed of the finest wines from all over the 
world and all the devices people have discovered for 
the increased pleasure of wine drinking, he asked 
what they were carrying, and on being told what it 
was, he gave orders for these wells of pleasure to 
stay behind. Good soldiers, he said, should drink the 
wine they won at sword-point b; he was one of the 
soldiers, and it was proper that his rations should be 
the same as the rest. 

217. So he pruned everything that involved easy 
living, and marched on with only the stuff that the 
present situation demanded, the land providing rich 
pasture for his baggage train since spring was now 
well advanced in that region. 218. As they moved 
on, they saw a fortress lying on a neck of land 
formed by the river, and this was no sooner seen than 
taken, not by assault but by panic, for the inhabitants 
saw the slopes opposite covered by the army, were 
frightened by the glint of arms, opened their gates 

to provide support from the north. In this it was a signal 
failure: inj'!'., § 260, Amm. Marc. loco cit. 

i> Of. Amm. Marc. 24. 1. 14< f. 
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ORATION XVIII, 218-221 

( 	 and surrendered, and went to live in our country.<'I 
The stocks of provisions gave many days' rations for 
all, so that, although they passed through the desert 
furthel' on, they had as much to eat as they had in 
cities. 

219. There was another fortress on an island b that 
rose sheer out of the river. The whole island was 
encircled by fortifications so that not enough room 
was left outside there to give even a foothold. He 
thought the inhabitants lucky in the natural strength 
of the place, andrecognizing that if he attempted the 
impossible, he would be doing the enemy a favour, 
and that assaulting impregnable positions was no less 
madness than neglecting those that could be taken, 
he told them that he would soon be back to deal with 
them, inspiring great fear in them and sapping their 
resolution by his words. He resumed his march 
through the desert and arrived in Assyria, a land 
that bestows prosperity on its inhabitants by the 
quantity and quality of what it produces from a 
small amount of seed, and by the production of vines 
and palms and all other good things of a fertile 
country. 220. The soldiery looked at it and made 
free of the plentiful supplies in every village. These 
villages are many in number and large in size, mostly 
comparable with fair-sized towns, and they are 
situated throughout the length and breadth of 
Assyria, and on coming upon them, the army had no 
grumbles about the rigours of the march, for the 
reward of occupying the cultivated land was worth all 
their struggles through the desert. 221. Here they 
cut down the palm trees, tore up the vines, ransacked 

a OJ. }\mm. ~r1arc_ 24. I. 6 (f~natha.). 
b Ibid. 24. 2. 1 fThilutha). 
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ORATION XVIII, 221-224 


and demolished the barns furiously: they ate and 
they drank, but not so much as to get drunk, for the 
fear caused by the recent execution of a man for 
drunkenness acted as a deterrent: they retained 
their faculties and saw that they stayed sober. The 
unhappy Assyrians from far off in the hills gazed upon 
the disaster that had befallen them) but for all their 
flight and evacuation of the level country that was 
now their foe, as a counter-balance before their 
departure they had made the river their ally. 222. 
As for the manner in which it assisted the one side 
and opposed the other, the Euphrates is a mighty 
river, the equal of many others put together, its 
flow, never small, coursing in spate when the spring 
rains melt the masses of snow built up during winter in 
Armenia. Then the neighbouring farmers cut canals 
in all directions .and utilize the river, just as the 
Egyptians do the Nile. In both cases the farmer 
controls whether or not to anow the water to flow in. 
223. So, as the army advanced, they opened all the 
sluices and flooded the canals, and by means of them, 
the rest of the country. This was the most difficult 
task for our troops, for all this area became a lake 
and hampered their progress, the water in the 
canals coming breast-high or chin-high in places and, 
at times, even beyond their depth. So there was a 
grim struggle to save oneself, one's weapons, rations 
and baggage animals. 224. Those who knew how 
to swim got some help from their skill and pressed 
on hardily instead of delaying, whereas those who 
did not found their labours increased by the need 
for bridging operations. Some advanced along a 
high narrow causeway and escaped getting wet, 
but the very narrowness was a hazard that others 
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avoided by riding through the water, and then 
slaves stretched out a hand to help their masters 
and masters pulledtheil' slaves to their feet. 225. 
As they passed through such perils, they made no 
moan, shed no tear, had no grumbles for the cam
paign, gave vent to no harsh word nor kept it 
privately to themselves, but they enjoyed their 
situation as though they were taking a stroll through 
the gardens of Alcinoiis,a for they were full of high 
hopes and their emperor of his own free will shared 
the same toils as the common soldier. 226. For he did 
not, as another man might perhaps have done, have 
planks laid down on top of his men's heads to that he 
could walk along, the only one without discomfort 
while they all laboured on. With his own person he 
was the first to force his way through mud and slush 
and water, and so he encouraged the rest by deeds 
not words, as he showed his dripping cloak to soldiers 
and sutlers alike. 

227. The Assyrians who had caused this huge 
morass expected their device either to divert the 
army or to drown it, but they, as though all taking 
wing or as if Poseidon parted the waters for them, 
made their escape from it and began a mass assault 
not upon fortresses now, but upon a great Assyrian 
city.1I This was named after the reigning king, and 
it contained a second line of defences inside its walls, 
so that there was a smaller city inside the larger, just 
as j aI'S are stacked one inside another. 228. The 
assault began, and the inhabitants in their fear re~ 
tired inside the smaller fortification, thinking it the 

4 01. Or. 18. 18, and note. 
b Pjrisabora~ which includes the name Sapor: Amm. 

Marc. 24.2.9. (Bersabora. Zos. 3. 17.) 
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ORATION XVIII, ~~B-2S1 

stronger. Our men, having gained the outer ring, 
advanced against the other and became the target for 
the archers on top, and some of them were killed; 
but by raising mounds to overtop the wall they 
forced the beleaguered garrison to surrender on 
terms. These were that not even in the general treaty 
of peace should they ever be restored to the Persians, 
for they were well acquainted with the Persian habit 
of flaying alive such people as themselves. This 
proves that they surrendered not out of faint
heartedness but after an obstinate resistance. 

229. In this way the emperor rose superior to every 
check and nothing could withstand him. But he was 
a hard man to his enemies and to those of his own 
troops who did not know how to conquer or die. For 
instance, a detachment of cavalry sent ahead to 
cover a foraging party fought an unsuccessful 
engagement and lost their commander killed.a Those 
who expected to be honoured above the rest he 
handed over to execution, but he did not send an 
impersonal order from his headquarters: instead he 
made his way into the middle of them on their return, 
and though they' were many and armed and he had 
barely three of his escort with him, he had them de
graded on the spot. He had so trained his men to obey 
and to accept their commander's every decision. 230. 
So by meeting the squadron which with great outcry 
was looking for its dead commander, and by inflicting 
suitable punishment on those who had not rallied to 
his support and making it plain to all the rest what 
was in store for any dereliction of duty, he returned to 
his tent with his prestige higher than ever. 231. In 
his desire to inflict tlle greatest possible damage on 
enemy territory, he made frequent halts so that; with 
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the main forces confilled to the perimeter of the 
camp, the light forces and more mobile troops could 
scatter in all directions and scour the countryside. 
They discovered underground dwellings and returned 
with the ,vomen and children of the Assyrians, so 
that the captives exceeded their captors in number. 
Yet not even so was there a scarcity of rations. 

232. from there they proceeded to the same task, 
the irrigation canals, or rather to the worst part of 
the whole task, for there were more cuttings than 
there was land, and in depth too they were more 
than the normal. Here indeed he proved himself 
the saviour of the whole army without a shadow 
of doubt. 233. For some people recommended a 
different route which, though longer, lay outside the 
water-logged area. His reply to this was that the 
only thing he was afraid of on the march was to 
suffer from thirst and to have no water at all. He 
added that, while their present route was laborious, 
the alternative would be disastrous, and they would 
do far better to advance despite the impediment of 
the water than to look for water and have none. He 
reminded them of a Roman general of bygone days 
who, through such imprudence, had brought ruin on 
himself and all his men, and there and- then he pro
duced a book a and read them the account of his 
annihilation. By such arguments he made the 
authors of such unhappy counsel ashamed of them
selves and induced the rest to fear nothing. 2S-L 
Presently, palm trees became more plentiful in the 
district, and from them many bridges were con
structed, so that the passage became easier for the 
majority of the troops. This involved much rivalry ~ 
and the men, in their desire to get across before the 
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ORATION XVIII, 234-237 


troops marching over the bridge, would enter the 
water and wade. This bulwark on which the enemy 
had relied thus proved ineffective and the water was 
overco~e, though they had quite expected it to 
prevai1.a 

235. Another of the enemy's bulwarks also was to 
show its weakness, and after no long interval. There 
was a strong fortress,!> this too situated on an island, 
and because of the combination of bank and wall, 
both of them being so high, it soared up to the sky. 
At its foot, except for a very small area, there was an 
encircling growth of dense reeds that concealed the 
water-carriers who, by means of a pathway down, 
invisible to anyone outside, made full use of the river 
under the cover of the reed-bed. The waH was too 
high to be attacked by engines, first because it was 
built on an island and encircled it completely, and 
again, because the island was so sheer; finally, the 
baked bricks of which it was composed were bound 
together by bitumen. 236. The strength of the place 
counselled him not to attempt it, but a party sallied 
out, attacked the vanguard of the army and very 
nearly wounded the emperor himself, and this made 
the victims hot to besiege it. So they invested it, 
and the Persians from above sent down a rain of 
jeering, insult and abuse, and aimed their arrows at 
them and found their targets; such tactics, they 
thought, were as stupid as trying to storm the heights 
of heaven. 237. First then he personally directed the 
fire of stones and missiles against the defenders of the 
waH, and one or two tumbled down "vith the bolt still 
in them. Then he linked the island to the main1and 

This incident is discussed bv Norman, Chaimers and 
Cameron in articles in Olas8. Qu. 1957, 1960 and 1963. 
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by bridging, the engineers using the hides of the 
boats as protection. They would turn them upside 
dOWll, get underneath them, and make a roof of the 
boat bottoms, and they continued doing their job 
inside the walls, and against these tactics neither 
fire nor any kind of missile was of any use to the 
Persians, for they could not pierce them with barbs, 
crush them with stones or burn them with flame. 
238. For all that, they were not perturbed. They 
know that their enemy was mining and employing 
every device, but they spent night and day revelling, 
convinced that their labours would be interminable. 
However our men pressed on without tiring and 
progressed on their way upwards. The tunnel was 
wide enough to take one man at a time, and at dead 
of night the first man scrambled up and came out 
unnoticed in the interior of one of the towers,a to be 
followed by another and yet another, and all the sap
pers were eager to be members of the party complet
ing the climb. 239. An old woman was sleeping there 
alone with a child. When she noticed them, they 
forced her to keep silent, and occupying the gates of 
the towers, they gave the signal to the men below to 
sound the attack, and as it blared forth, the guards 
jumped out of bed in alarm. All they had to do then 
was to kill any they came across, the greater part 
committing suicide by hurling themselves down from 
the walls. There was much hunting out of those who 
tried to hide, and nobody wanted to take prisoners, 
preferring to give no quarter, and they flung them 
down on to the spears below that welcomed them liv
ing, unconscious or dead, for the descent itself was 

<I OJ. Ammianus and Zosimns, loa. cit., Suidas, 8.V. dva
(TXOVI1a., and al·tides cited a.bove. 
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enough to kill them. 240. Such was the carnival 
they held during the night to the gods of war and 
revealed to the Sun God at his rising. In this alone 
they disobeyed their emperor, for he had given 
orders to take prisoners alive and show them mercy. 
The troops, however, remembering the missiles and 
knowing their losses, and impelled to the action by 
their fury, found in the massacre some consolation 
for the rigours they had endured, and they begged 
the emperor's pardon for getting their own back. 
241. As well as the massacre of the garrison, the 
fortress itself was destroyed, razed more completely 
than any of the forts in the district. It had surpassed 
all others in its defences, and so now it brought upon 
itself the order for its utter destruction, and the 
Persians, whether they replaced the fortress or not, 
suffered a set-back in either case. 242. So glorious 
was the event, so far beyond ordinary human en
deavour, that the victors began to think that nothing 
could stop them, and the enemy's morale was brought 
as low as their walls and they felt utterly insecure. 
The emperor himself, though ever engaged on mighty 
tasks and regarding them all as mere trifles, could 
not but consider this a magnificent feat of anus. At 
any rate,. he passed a remark he had never made 
before, that he had given the Syrian (me, that is,) 
matter to talk about.a My dearest friend, the 
matter was indeed wonderful, but what pleasure in 
life is there left for me, if I have not vou ? 

243. But to resume: the razing of the fortress in 
the manner I have described, by the ruroom of the 
event, rendered would-be opponents conspicuous by 
their absence over the greater part of the route. Thus 
the camp-followers would even enter viUages and lay 
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hands on whatever the inhabitants had left in their 
flight, or, to be more precise, some of their stuff they 
took, and what they could not carry they hurled 
either into the river or into the fire. For instance, 
a palace of the Persian king, lying on the river bank, 
with all the Persian elegance in building, in gardens, 
nne plantations and scented flowers, with a herd of 
wild pigs in a park opposite for the Persian to keep 
in practice with his hunting, all this provided a feast 
for the whole Roman army, and then the palace was 
burnt down.a It was, so it is said, not at all inferior 
to that at Susa. After that they burnt another, and 
then a third which, though inferior to the other two 
in beauty, was not without its share of it. 

244. Engaged on such activities, they reached the 
cities that had long been their objective. These have 
taken the place of Babylon as the adornments of the 
land of Babylonia, and midway between them flows 
the river Tigris, which unites with the Euphrates a 
little further downstream.b Here it was impossible 
to find out what was to be done. If the soldiers con
tinued past them in their vessels, they could not 
attack the cities; if they attacked the cities, they 
would have to give up their boats; if they sailed 
up the Tigris, the task would be enormous and the 
boats would be caught midway between the two 
cities. ~45. It was no Calchas, no Teiresias or any 
other seer who then resolved the difficulty. Having 
taken some captives from the inhabitants of the 
surrounding area, Julian began to enquire about a 
navigable channel, his information here also derived 
from his books. This, the work of a king of days gone 

western bank. Ctesiphon. the Persian capital, on the east of 
the river t c/. Amm. Marc. 24. 5. 8. 6; Sozom. 6. 1. 
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1 8~ after <> (MSS.) bracketed F., Re. I 
a The Naharmalcha (King's Canal): Amm. Marc. 24. 

6. 1; Zos. 3. 24. Herod. 1. 193 is the source of Julian's 
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by, led from the Euphrates to the Tigris upstream of 
the cities.a 246. Of the captives, one was a mere boy 
and knew nothing of it, but the other, an old man, 
was forced to tell all about it, for he saw the emperor 
as accurately informed about the geography of the 
region as if he had been born there, such long ac~ 
quaintance with the terrain had his books given him 
even when he was far away. The old fellow, then, 
told where it was situated and revealed that the 
channel had been closed and that the blockage at its 
mouth was under cultivation. 247. At the emperor's 
command the whole obstruction was removed, and of 
the channels the old one was seen to dry up, while 
this other conveyed the boats parallel with the army 
to the Tigris. The Tigris, descending with greater 
volume upon the inhabitants of the cities since it had 
also been swollen by the water of the Euphrates, 
caused great panic among them, for it seemed that 
it would not spare their walls. 248. The cream of the 
Persian army now made its appearance and occupied 
the bank, shields glittering, horses neighing, with 
bows trained and huge elephants that could burst 
through a phalanx as easily as through a field of 
corn. These then faced them: on either side was a 
river, the one near by being the one diverted from its 
course, with another at some little distance guarded 
by another Persian army. To the rear lay the area 
of savage devastation that offered no hope of return 
by the same route. 249. The time had come when, if 
they were not to die of starvation, some superhuman 
courage was required, and the whole army in pertur
bation looked to a single man. His first actions were 

information rather than PoJybius (5. 51). an author with 
whom Libanius. at Jeast, was unacquainted. 
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G Cf. 01'. 1. 133,24. 37; Ruf. Fest. Erev. 28; Sozom. loe. 
cit. 
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ORATION XVIII, 2·~9-252 

indicative of confidence: he levelled out a race-track 
and summoned cavalrymen to a contest, offering 
prizes for the horses.a Not only his own troops but 
also the enemy were spectators of what went on, 
some encamped on the plain around the course, and 
others watching from their battlements, counting 
him lucky for engaging in the festivities of the 
victorious and full of self-pity at not being able to 
put a stop to it. 250. While the army was enjoying 
some recreation at the horse races, the ships were 
ordered to be emptied of their cargoes, ostensibly so 
that there might be a check on any deficiency of 
rat.ions. In actual fact, however, he wanted to 
embark his troops suddenly and without giving them 
advance notice.a After they had had a meal, then, 
he called his commanders to a council of war and 
'explained that there was only one recourse left to 
them, to cross the Tigris and once more live off a land 
that had not suffered devastation. This silenced the 
rest, but the commander of the main body opposed 
the plan with alarming reports both of the height of 
cliff and the numbers of the enemy. 251. He replied 
that the geographical situation would remain unal
tered, however long they dallied, but the enemy's 
numbers would increase. So, bidding another officer 
take command, he foretold that he would succeed, 
but at the cost of a wound that he would receive in 
the hand, and he added whereabouts on the hand this 
would be, and also that it would not require much 
curing.c 252. The storming party was already aboard 
"'....1, ..... _ 1-. ...... .... ~_h..l ,...n"~ ...... ,... u ...... .f.,..., h,oOlr.o:n Rot'lel'lfl·t'\tT' thp

I 
W liCl.1 ll,{; OLUVU 5(l."'J..lJ5 \At' \.tv ,u.'-'u T '-'....... .....,-,,,,,, ., ..... 0 v£.~ ..... 

signal from there, he passed it on to his colonels, and 

~ ell AnInI. ry1arc. ~4t 6. :i if., Zos. S, ~5.

l eVictor: cf. Amm. Marc. 24. 6. 1~. 
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a Festus (Brev. 28) confirms Libanius'statement. Am ~1 
mianus (loe. cit.) gives a more favourable version of the Ifailure to advance on Ctesiphon. 'j 
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they to their men with the utmost possible secrecy. 
They set sail and disembarked, but by now had been 
observed by the enemy near by and had become a 
target for their weapons; but for all that it was night~ 
time with the enemy in occupation of the crest, in fun 
armour they scaled the cliff before which men might 
have quailed, even if they attempted it in peace time, 
without opposition, in daylight, and unhindered by 
their equipment. As to how they managed it, it is 
impossible still to answer that question. The job was 
done not so much by human endeavour as by some 
god who lifted up each man with his own hands. 
253. The ascent was followed by a massacre, where 
they exterminated all who got up to oppose them 
and, coming upon others like a nightmare, slew any 
still asleep. Those awakened had just this much ad
vantage over their sleeping comrades, that they 
realized what was happening to them, for not even 
they could repulse their assailants. 254. And, as 
happens in pitch darkness, sword blows in plenty fell 
on the bodies of men and upon trees, and then the 
thud betrayed what had happened. There was 
heard the groaning of men who,vere or had been 
injured or who were soon to be so, of men dying, of 
men begging for quarter. Our troops cOl1ltinued their 
murderous advance, and the earth was covel'cd with 
the bodies of the slain to the number of six thousand. 
'255. And had they not dallied around the dead in 
their eagerness for spoil, but if instead they had made 
It dash for the gates and pulled them up or torn 
them down, they. would have gained possession of 
far-famed Ctesiphon.<' As it turned out, they got 
their hands on the gold, silver and horses of the slain, 
but at clajr-break they' 'Jl~re forced to engage \vith the 
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a Hormisdas, brother of Sapor, who had sought refuge 
with Constantius, Libanius repeatedly insists on Sapor'ii 
overtures for peace at this time (cf. Or, 1. 133, 30. 'tIl, 
although no confirmation may be obtained from either 
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cavalry, which caused them trouble at first, but finally 
retired in disorder before a single soldier who set 
upon them from behind a stone wall. The remainder 
of the army then made the crossing, gazing in won
derment at all about them, while the killers washed 
themselves in the river, and the Persian Tigris 
flowed on dyed red with Persian blood. 

256. Now consider the Persian invasions of Roman 
territory and their successel:i on each occasion, and 
compare this one invasion of ours with theil' numerous 
incursions. You will perhaps find that though their 
successes have been spectacular, this is much more 
so. Theirs were won without opposition; this venture 
was undertaken in face of fighting troops, so that if 
you asked the Persians whether they would want 
their victories undone provided that their disasters 
were cancelled, they would all have answered, from 
their king downwards, that their past victories had 
been paid for very dearly. 257. You may gather this 
from the following consideration also. In none of 
their invasions was Constantius ever reduced to such 
straits as to ask for a truce. The Persian king, how
ever, after the events I have narrated sent an envoy 
to request an end to the war then and there, and to 
beg the victor to refrain from further hostilities and 
to have the Persian empire as a friendly allied state. 
258. The envoy sent on this errand was one of the 
nobility,. and he approached the brother of the king 
who had sent him, he being a member of our army of 
invasion against him,B and embracing his knees, be
sought him to arrange an interview with the emperor. 
A.mmianus or Zosimus. This insistence must be due to his 
use of another source of information: it can hardly b(' 
merely rhetorical falsification to heighten the pathos of 
Julian's end. 
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A' \{ll' \, I , 
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\ Q \1 r .... , ~ I (\,1
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OVfL7]aE fL€V "Apf3TJAa Ka~ lOEtv Kat 8tEABEtV ~ aVEV 

I 't\ \ I ft \ '"' 'A\fLaXTJs 7] Kat fLaXf:aafLEvoS' W(J1'E fLETa T7]S I\E~ 

i:. I ~ I A' I{J I It" (J 
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~ I 'A I '\ II I , '" , I

fLTJoETEpaS' aUTep fLoLpaS EI\UOUC1T}S' fLTJTf: T7]S OLKE/.as 

fL~TE TijS aVj.LfLaxoV, TijS fLEV dOLKtg, TOV TO l(Jvos 
" ( ~ I " J.. "\ 'lll CEXOVTOS1 7] oE, WS ",a(J~} KaT apxos EVuUS TO~EV-

1 UP inserted .F. I 
a In any case, in his march north up the Tigris, he would . 

pass close"to Arbela. Socrates (3.21) uses this passage of . 
Libanius, and adds the notion of a divinely-inspired infatua

452 

http:OLKE/.as


ORATION XVIII, 258-260 


He then came in haste and with joy, as the bearer of 
good news, and all smiles, he said his say, confidently 
expecting to be rewarded for his message, but the 
emperor bade him be silent and send the envoy away 
in silence, and pretend that his relationship with the 
Persian king had been the reason for the interview. 
He rejected any cessation of hostilities, and he felt 
the word II peace" to be the surest means of blunting 
an army's fighting spirit, for if men are convinced 
that fighting is not inevitable, they fight less effect
ively when forced to do so. 259. Hence he bade these 
pleasant words " treaty of peace" stay unspoken on 
his lips. Yet who would not, to prove to his men the 
success of his generalship, have called an assembly of 
the troops to listen to the terms? He, however, 
though invited to conclude an agreement, advanced 
against the walls and challenged the besieged to 
battle, telling them that their actions were those of 
women, and they were avoiding behaving like men. 
260. Upon their reply that he should seek their king 
and show himself to him too, he conceived the idea of 
seeing and passing through Arbela, either with or 
without a battle, so that his victory would be cele
brated along with that won by Alexander there,a and 
he also formed the plan of setting foot on all the terri
tories of which the Persian empire is composed and 
upon the adjacent countries too. But neither our own 
nor the allied reinforcements had linked up with him. 
The allied sovereign had played him false, and our 
own forces, so it is said, right at the outset had 
suffered some casualties from archers as they were 

I tion. This seems to be an inference from the change of 
route sketched by Zos, 3, ~6 and Ammianus (~4, 7. S ~ 
" mediterraneas vias arripere proposuit "). 
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1 pov)..f.V8(V'TO~ F. (Par. 3016. corrections in 1M): {3ollAi]
9(VTOS Re. (other )[85.). 
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bathing in the Tigris, and thought it better to fight 
these native opponents. Moreover, the rivalry 
between the commanders produced slackness in the 
men, for whenever one of them gave· the order to 
march, the other would recommend a halt, and by 
this appeal to popularity, he would get his way.a 
261. Yet this did not discourage the emperor at all. 
Though deploring their absence, he insisted on 
behaving as he would have done had they joined him, 
and he began to extend his view even to Hyrcania 
and the rivers of India. But with the expedition now 
directed to these obj ectives and with the army either 
already in motion or preparing for it, one of the gods 
deterred him from it and bade him, in Homer's 
words, to bethink him of a return home.b 262. In 
accordance with the earlier plan, the boat~ had been 
consigned to t.he flames-better that than to the 
enemy. He would probably have done the same, had 
this previous plan never been devised, ~ nuw when 
plans to return won the day, for the Tigris, meeting 
their bows with fierce strong current., made the 
vessels need many to man-handle them, and more 
than half the army would have been required to tow 
them, and that would have meant the defeat of 
the fighting men, and after them the capture of the 
rest of the army without a struggle. Q63. Moreover, 
the buming of the boats had disposed of any inclina
tion towards slackness, for all the idlers would lie 
sleeping in the boats on the excuse of sickness, 
whereas, if there 'Were no boats at all, every man 
would be under arms. That they could not keep so 
many vessels, however much they wanted to do so, 
was shown by the fact that they were incapable of 

a Amm. t\'Iarc. 24. 7. 7. b Homer, Il,tad, 10. 509. 
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Te) J.L'1jo~ 'Tds V1TO'\EupOe[(Jas, at O~ ~(Jav 1TEV7E

l(alOEKa y€cpVPWV ElvEKa 1Tf.rpv'\aYfJivat, J.L1JO~ 'Tav
) I "" a I ,\\ \

'Tas apI(E(Ja£ awaat. fJtatO'Tf.POS yap WV Kat 
vav'TWV 'TlXVTjS I(al -rfjs a,\,\1JS 1To,\vX€tplas <> 1TOpOS" I I , '"I '\1 \ \R 611 aV'Tas 'TE Kat 'TOVS EJ.L1TI\EOV7as €~S 'Tas 'TWV 1TOI\E

1 ,. 't IQ _ \ f/' I '>'" ,.
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f Epa1JS 
'f\ , I ('.,!.' " \ \\1 
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WS cpaaw, EJ.L€J.L!fa'To. 
264. OiYrw J.L~V 'TOV TtYP1JTOS 1Tlvov7f:s EXWPOVV , , \" \ ,,, , ~ \ 
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, )/ ,.. '" f:I ., 
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'_\1 e I '(}' ,
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oe T~S J.LEV 1TErpVTEVJ.L€VTjS E'IT~ T''\Et, ~s De !ftA~S TE 
, ,,,,I 1 J. \ 1 " " ,

I(at OVOEV 't'aVI\OTEpas 1Jaav EV J.LEat.p, K1JpVTTEL 
'.J.I 0' ,. "" >I I(JLna 't'fpEG 0.1, 'TOV (JTpaTOV 1JJ.LEpWV E'I(OaL, ToaaVT1J 

\ ''>'' ;, \ " 1\ \ fI ,.. 
yap OOOS Em '1"17V apW'T1Jv TE 'lTOI\W 1(0., aJ.La T1JS 

~J.L€T€paS OJ.LOPOV. TOTE o~ 'lTPW'TOV opii'Tat IIf.pa£l(~ 
1 t '\ -ll . ; JI 'I '\ ,

'lTapaTa!;,tS, 'lT1\1Juos OVK aTaKTOV, I(at· XplJGOS 1TOI\VS 
, ,. fI \ 1 ",I f 1 I 

EV TOIS O'ITI\O'S. 1TE(JOVTOS OE 1JJ.LETEpOV TWOS 
t I , f 1 >Ill' f ,

'lTpoJ.Laxov Kat. aVJ.Ll'f.aOVTWV a'ITaVTWV ovu '1T1TEVS 
ovO' 01T'\[T'1jS ~VEyI(E Tets l'ap' I ~J.LWv aa1T[oas, d'\,\' F 35' 

'll' '\1 2 "J. .. 1'3 ", tEVUVS fYKI\WaVTES €'t'EVyOV EV EV TOUTO '1j(JI(1JKOTES: 
TOV 1TO,\€J.LOV T6 J.L€pos. 265. Kat TOV '\Ot1TOV 

OVOEJ.Lta, DE I' ~1TapaTasLS't'J.LEV '''' 1 1(1\01'0.1,\ ' '''' 1(0.1, ayEVVE/S 
'\ , f' 01J. '" ,.. I , I J.fOI\LyWV L1T'lTEWV E't'000£ 'TOtS VOTaTOtS (I( Ta'fpWV ·.'.'

"1 1TOAV conj. Re.: OV'bfif/.t8.S ov suggested F.: Kal1TEp ov3tv? 
~ iYKAillaVTf;s Herwerden (V): EKKAtllall'T€S F., Re. (other I,

I
MSS.). '........•: 

3 fll EO F. (VU): f.1I om. La: €t om. Re. (CBMoMP). 
. 

a Their capture is reported by Zosimus (3. 98. 2). but not 
in the manner here narrated by Libanius. 
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keeping safe even the remainder,<' which, fifteen in 
number, had been held back for bridging operations: 
the current was too strong both for skilled boatmen 
and for manhandling, and it swept them and those 
that sailed in them into the clutches of the enemy. 
Thus if there was anybody to feel aggrieved and 
criticize that burning of the boats, it was the Per
sians who had the more reason for complaint. And 
as a matter of fact, complain they did, and often, so 
it is said. 

26·~. So they marched on with the Tigris to drink, 
keeping the river on their left. Their route lay 
through a country more hospitable than before, so 
that they confidently added to the number of the 
prisoners they held. When they had passed beyond 
the cultivated area and were in the middle of a bare 
district that still was not too bad, he issued orders 
for the anny to take twenty days' rations with them, 
that being the distance to the fine city that marks 
the boundary of the Roman empire.b Then for the 
first time the Persians were seen in battle array, a 
well-disciplined force with the glitter of gold in their 
annament. C One of our forward troops fell, where
upon our men charged en masse, and neither horse 
nor foot withstood our infantry's shields, but they all 
gave ground and fled, having become wen versed in 
this particular aspect of warfare. 265. Thereafter no 
pitched battles took place, only ambuscades and 
paltry attacks on our rear by small parties of horse 

b Since Julian's aim was to retire on Corduene, this 
wouid appear to be Bezabde. Libanius, however, shows 
little appreciation of the gravity of Julian's position. 

e Dated to June 16th by Ammianus (24. 8. 2). Libanius 
omits any mention of the Persian "scorc...~ed earth P{iUCYi"
which effectively undermined Roman morale. 
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I l/ \" I " ..... ",
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, I I 
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I.,. '" ~ A \ I "\1 l' I
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./..... \ I 1<;'", \ I 

aUlflws KUTa7TE7TOI\EfJ-'rJP-EVOV KUI. ?€D£O'TOS fJ-'rJ Ta 

1 KAalw/Lf;V F., Cobet (BVIM): KAalo/L1£1I CMoLaD: 
KAl£lol-'/tv Re., Fabr. MywJLltv F., Cobet (BVIMUP); UyoJLltv 
Re., Fabr. (CMoLa). 

a This address to an imaginary audience serves, as at 
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descending on them from the cover of ditches. Even 
then they did not kill more than they lost in killed, 
since our infantry, dodging under the lances of the 
cavalry, hamstrung the horses, fetched them and 
their riders to the ground, and had the mail-clad 
warriors at their mercy. 266. So fared all who 
came to close quarters, but the archers, effective 
at long range, aimed at the unprotected right 
flanks of our troops and forced them to face them 
and proceed more slowly. Their progress however 
was maintained, and the cloud of arrows did not 
bring them to a complete halt. The emperor, riding 
up and down the line, came to the help of those in 
distress by bringing up reinforcement.., from sections 
where all was quiet to the places where they were 
needed and by sending the best of his commanders 
to guard the rear. 

267. So far his progress was a triumphant one and 
a pleasant tale for me to tell, but hereafter-alas, you 
gods and spirit~ and fickleness of fortune I-what a 
story I am forced to relate! Would you prefer me to 
draw a veil over the sequel and to stop my tale on this 
note of success? Blessings light upon you, gentle
men, for your cries of grief! What then is your 
wish ?That I give way to lamentation or say on ? 
It appears that, sorrow-stricken at the event as you 
are, you yet demand an account of it, and so 1 must 
speak on, and put a stop to a false report current 
about his death.a 

268. The Persians were now in despair: they had 
been brought to their knees, and feared that our 
army, already in possession of the best of their terri

the sta.rt of the oration, to increase the suspense and to 
heighten the pathos. 

459 



LIBANIUS 

I I"'It '1"'It1"'lt I' I 
Kpa.:TU11'a TrJS aVTOV yrJS KaTaaXOVTES E'ITtX€£fLaawat 

\ 1 .Q t\ 1 \ ~ '" 'f) '" ,
Kat 1rpEUfJEtS EI\OfLEVOV KClt owpa apt fLOVJ/'TOS, EV 
t.,. 1 '..1. \ 1\ \ t' 1 '" '" 

o/,S TJV Kat aTE'f'avos, Kat fL€I\I\OJ/'TOS 07] TaVTa TrJs 
'J 'f , I ,,..'),-.. 
E1TtOvaTJs auv tKET1JptCf 7rEfL7rEW Kat 1rOtELV EK€£VOV 

" 8 '" ( \ ~ '" I '"IR 613 TWV <1VV TJKWV opt<1T7]V ota<17raTat fLEV Tt T7]S 
1 t: '" \ 1 ,(:1 1 \ \ , I 

Ta~EWS TWV fLEV TOVS 7rP0<1fJaI\l\OVTas afLvvofLEVWV, 
,.. ~ \ , '8 1 •• , l' ~I~ 1

TWV DE OVK at(] avofLEvwv 1rpO£OV'TWV, a£y£Oos DE 
'c '..1. \ "I , I 1 IJ..,..
ES a£'f'V1JS l\afL1rpas KOV£lI T€ E7rEyEtpOV07}S Kat V€'f'IJ 

1 \"'Q' I '" (]IJvayovu7]s Kat TOtS fJOVI\OfLEVDtS Tt KaKOvpy€£V <1VV
If IQ ,\, ~I I~ \ 

atpOfLEV7JS 0 fLEV fJa<1t/\EVS WS <1VVQ7]<1WV TO otappaYEV
" ~ I \ \ 8 I ~\, "f ~I I
E(]7rEVOEV . (]IJV EVt Epa7rOV'Tt, OOpV DE t7r11'EWS E11' F 354 

, 1 , f) \ "\ '" I r ..I. I~
avTOV EVEX EV a01r/\ov, TCfJ yap, ot-fLat, u'f'oopa Kpa

... '~I '..I. Jt: . ~, '" Q I ~ 1 ,
TELl' OVOE 6-rpw:;aTO, ow. TOV fJpax£ovos opafLov E£S 

, , , "~ 069 \ " \ " fT'Y/V 7rMVpaV Et<1EOV. N • Kat 7rE<1WV E1Tt ')"1ls 0 yEV
... \ f' f... "'f)1\ \

vatOS TO aLfLa opWV KaTappEov KPV7rT€W E €/\WV TO 
Q\ '\ \ It 1'8' Q I , ~, \ 1

<1vfLfJav Em, TOV t7r7rOV av IS avafJas, E1rEtO"l TO atfLa 
\ , \ 51, '(:1 , 8' t\ • \' \

TTJV 1r/\7]'Y7]V 1]I\EYXEV, EfJoa Ka ovs aEt Y('YVO('TO fL1] 
~ ~ \ '" ~\ f)' "1 \oEoWlat TO TpavfLa, fLTJOE yap avaTOV EXE£lI. 
'" \ ... .... ~ ... ~ \ ' ' '' \
EI\EyE fLEV TaVTa, TOV oE£VOV DE "lTTaTO. Kat 

'r \ \ \ \ \ \ \
KOfLtI;,ETa£ 1rpOS TTJV <1KTJVTJV Ka(. TTJV fLal\aK7]v 
,I \, .... '\ J.. I \' t

EVV7]V, T'¥]V MOVTTJV Kat TOV 'f'0PVTOV, TaVTt yap "l 
, I , 070 .... , .... ~ \ , 'I' 
KEI.VOV <1TpwfLVTJ. N • TWV £aTpwv DE /L'TJ EWat 
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1 'TWV OE Olll( alaOavop.'vwv om. F. 

tl In view of Ammianus' account of the straits to which 
the Romans were reduced, Libanius' suggestion of winter~ 
iog in Persian territory is the perversion of a panegyrist. 
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tory, would make their winter quarters there. They 
had chosen their envoys and were counting out the 
gifts to send, including even a crown, and they 
intended to despatch the embassy next day to plead 
for peace, leaving Julian to define the terms.a Then 
part of the column was detached from the rest; 
some of the troops were engaged in defending them
selves against their assailants and the rest, without 
noticing, continued on their way, while a violent 
storm suddenly arose, gathering clouds of dust 
and whirling them along, an encouragement to any 
who wished to do us hurt.b The emperor was riding 
in haste with only one attendant as escort to repair 
the gap in the ranks, when a cavalryman's spear 
pierced him. He was without armour: confident 
in his success, apparently, he had taken no pre
cautions, and the spear passed through his arm 
and penetrated his side. 269. Our noble emperor fell 
to the ground and, seeing the blood gushing out, he 
wanted to conceal what had occurred. He re
mounted straightaway, but when the bloodstains 
showed that he was wounded, he caned out to every
one he met not to be afraid about his wound, for it 
was not fatal. That was what he said, but he was 
already beginning to succumb. He was carried to his 
tent, to his soft bed and the lion skin and straw of 
which it was made. C :Z70. The doctors said that there 
was no hope, and the army, hearing the news that he 
was dying, all began to wail and beat their breasts 
and drench the ground with tears. Their weapons 

I 
1 

He does, however, insist upon the imminence of peace talks, 
and in Or.!. 138 represents them as actually taking place. 

II A detail ('onnrmed by Festus (Bre't). 28). 
~ Cf. Amm. Marc. 25. 3---with siight va.ria.tions in detaiL 

The account of Or. 24. 6 fT. develops the present passage.I 
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CI CI "I ~ ~'" ).... \ , \ , ...;c.7;c.. OOL 0 av 7'£S av7'OV 7'7JV apf.7"Y}v KaK 7'WV 
\ I f I fl \ A

7'€i\€V7'a£WV P7}fta7'WV. a7TaV7'WV yap 7'WV 7T€pL€a7'7J
I , I \ ,~\ ....0'"K07'WV f.LS prJVOV 7T€7T7'WK07'WV Ka, OVOE 7'WV 

?nAoao¢ovv7'WV SvvaftEvwv Kap7'€p€LV E7T€7'{fta 7'OLS1 

7'E aAAOLS Kat OUX ~KW7'a O~ 7'OU7'O'S €l 7'(01' (3E{3LW-1.:., 
I ) \ 'M I I , I .,~ f !j 

ftf.VWV au7'OV ELS aKapwv VYJaovs ayov7'WV OLO€ WS .•..•:••·1.rl,tws Tap1'apov (3€{3LwK67'a OaKpVDtEV. EcpKEL &q 
• \ \ .... ~l:. I ~ I \ ~ I 

7J aK7JV7J ft€V 7'ip o€~aft€vip OEaftW7"1]pLip 7'01' klWKpa
f I ~\ 1'\ , I "" f' \

7'7]1', 0' 7TapOV7'€S O€ 7'OtS €K€LVip 7Tapovaw, 7J 7T1\7J'Y'J ~ 

o~ 7'CjJ ¢apftaKip, 7'<1 p~fta7'a S~ 7'O'S frIlftam, 7'CjJ O€ \) 
ft~ oaKpUaat 7'61' 'LwKpa7'7Jv ft6vov 7'6 ft7Jo~ 7'OV7'OV. 'j 
273. O€OftEVWV S~ 7'WV ¢tAwv d1T0¢~vaL 7'ijs dpX~s ..~ 
KA'fJpov6}LoV oVOEva aV7'(jJ 7Tapa7TA~aLOv EYYos 0pwvl 

d¢~K€ Tfj a7'pa7'L~ ~v ~¢ov. I ots O~ Kat Ema7'EA- F 356 Xlr 

tI For Julian's death-bed speech c/. Amm. Marc. 25. 3.\~ 
15 t For the comparison with the death of Socrates c/. Plato.:~ 
~ 1 
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fell from their ·hands and were cast aside, and they 
thought that no messenger even would ever get back 
home from there with the news. 271. But the 
Persians offered the gifts destined for Julian to the 
gods of their salvation j they began to dine at their 
usual table, when up to now they had used the 
ground instead; they dressed their hair in its ac
customed style, having neglected to do so during the 
whole time of crisis, and their behaviour at the death 
of that single man was just as though their enemies 
had utterly disappeared, swallowed up by the earth. 
Both sides then were convinced that the Roman 
success depended on his genius, the Romans by their 
lamentations, believing they were lost, the PersianS 
by their rapturous rejoicing, believing that they were 
already victorious. 

272. You can gather his courage even from his last 
words. When all about him gave themselves up to 
lamentation and not even the philosophers could 
restrain themselves, he reproved them all, but 
especially the philosophers. The exploits of his 
lifetime would take him to the Islands of the Blest, 
he said, yet they bewailed him as though he had 
lived a life worthy of Tartarus.a His tent was like 
the prison that had held Socrates, the company like 
the company there, his wound the poison, and his 
words those of Socrates. Socrates was the only one 
not to be in tears: so was he.b 273. His friends 
begged him to appoint a successor to the throne, but 
he saw nobody anything like himself and remitted 
"n ~ , ~ ~ IS'l'ot~ t- ..'I.. - ---- '1..:.1.1: __ ~1... ..._ ..J" ~1...e;"t e aee 1 v UJ.C anu,Y, U1UU1UO """'''I \.LV '"'.. ~L 

Phaedo, 117 c ff. The Libanian Apologia Socrati8 (Decl. 1) 
may aiso be regarded as a disguised justification of Julian 
and his career. 
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LIBANIUS 

\ , , 'Y t, I I , I 
IlEL 1TaVTa Tp01TOV aW',;,HV aVTovs, kat yap aVTOV 
, I Iy I) \__ , 
EKEtVOVS' aw',;,oVTa 1Tavra aVO,TIl'1vat 1TOVOV. 

074 T I t 1 8 A "l' ,....;(, • tS' OW ° KTftvO,S' 1T0 Et 7'£S' aKovuat. TOV· 
I • 1~ ... ~I \,\' l ' vO/La /LEV OVK 01.00., TOV O€ /L"1 1T0 E/L£OV € val, TOV 

, I, I , t:;:1 \1 ., 
KTELvaVTa O"r]/LEtOV EvapyES TO /L'1UEva 1TOilE/LtOV Em 

rfi 1TA'1rfi TETtp:fja8cu. KalTOt 0,4 K'1PVKWV 6 
I '" , ~/' " , InEpU'f/S' E1TL yEpas EKaI\EL TOV. a1TeKToVOTa Kat 

1\ t A ... -l. 1 ....,' \' " 
fL£,yallwv v1T7JPX€ Tep. 'f'avEVTL TVXEtv. 0.1\1\ ofLwS' 

• '.:! I ''.:!'" ... ..., \ r I 075
OVOEtS ovo EPWTL TWV yEpWV "1"a',;,ovEvO'aTo. ;(, • 
'\\1 ... \ I t I <f l' ,

Kat 1TOllllTj ye TOLS 1TOll€fLtOLS Tj xap£S', aT' WV OVK 
,,~ • '0 I ~ 't' \ \' .,~ t ...€opauav OV 1TpOUE EVTO 'M'/V oo~av «1\1\ EooO'av 1}fLLV 

, t... '''' I -l. ' Y .. l' I ,
1Tap '1JfLLV aVToLS' TOV O''f'aYEa ',;,"1TEW. OLS yap OVK 
.\ '\ r ... l' '.:! I l' t r'" , \

EIlVO'LTEilEL I;,WV, OVTOL oE "1O'av at \:,WV'TES' OV KaTa 
I I 1\ , Q ',\ \ I

TOVS' VOfLoVS', 1Tallat TE E1TE!-'OV EVOV KaL TOTE 
~ 0' " "'"" , ,~, , \OVV1J EVTES' ELpyaaaV'To 'T1JS' TE al\l\1}S aOLKLaS' aVTovs 
, r' , " 'I"," Q

avaYKal;,OVO'TJS' OVK EXOVO'TJS' Em 'T1JS EKELVOV tJaO't· 

R 615 '\€taS' J.'ovO'tav Kat fLa'\LO''TCl I yE TOU 7'£fLfiO'Oa£ TOUS' 
I l' \, 1 'r I ,8€ovS', OV TO EVaVTtOv E\:J"1TOW. 

276. ~A 0' V1T~P TOU llEP£KUOVS' & eovKvoloTjS' F 357 
-l. ,,, ... \ ...,\ , .,~ t " 
'f'TjO'LV 07'£ 711 TEIlEV711 afL1TpoTEPOV EOE£~EV OO'OV 
1" ., \ ..,. I _ , 'A fI , ..... 

1Jv aVToS' TOLS' 1TpaYfLaO'£, TaV'T av EXOL T£S' EL1TEtV 
I I"''.:! ... I _'!'\ \ (' ...,

Ka£ 1TEpL TOVOE. TWV yap a.N\WV a1TaV'TWV TWV av-

TWV ciJV1Tf.P Kat 1TpcSTEPOV OVTWV, TWV dv8pwv, TWV 

01TAWV, TWV i1T1TWV, TWV Tagtapxwv, TWV ClVVTaYfLa
... , \J ... I ... ~ 

TWV, TWV atXfLallWTWV, TWV XP1JfLaTWV. 'T1JS' TpO'f.FIfS', 
, '" - ,\ 1"1 ,\ 1 D , ... I I
€V P,Ml- TTl 1TEpl, TOV paul, EVOVTU, /-Lf,7'Q.pOI\T1 'fa. 'iTQ.V

a Amm. Marc. fl5. 3. 20. 
b ,11~ question resumed at length in Or. 24. 6 if, This 

passage is cited by Sozom. 6. 1. 
C The Christians-as alleged by Libanius (loe. cit.) and 
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utmost to save themselves, for he had spared himself 
no toil in saving them/' 

274. Who was it that killed him, you would like to 
know. I do not know his name, but that his murderer 
did not belong to the enemy is clearly proved by the 
fact that none of the enemy received any reward for 
killing him.b But the Persian king issued a procla
mation and invited his killer to claim a reward, and 
if he had come forward he could have obtained a 
great prize, yet nobody boasted of doing it, not even 
in his desire for reward. 275. Indeed, we should be 
very grateful to the enemy for not claiming credit for 
what they had not done, and for allowing us to seek 
his murderer from among ourselves. For those fel
lows, who found his existence detrimental to them
selves and whose whole manner of life was contrary to 
the law, these had long conspired against him, and 
then at last seized their chance and acted. The 
motives that drove them to it were their natural 
wickedness, that had no scope under his government, 
and more especially, the honours paid to the gods, 
where their ambitions were poles apart from his. C 

276. What Thucydides says about Pericles, that by 
his death he gave clearer proof of his importance to 
the state, can be said of him too.d Everything might 
be as before, men, equipment, horses, commanders, 
regiments, prisoners, money, rations, but all was 
brought to ruin by the single accident of the change 

regarded as probable by Sozomen (6. 2). Ammianus (25. 
6, 6) notes that, in the fighting after Julian fell, a report of 
Roman responsibility was already circulating. 

Ii Thuc. 2. 65. The comparison is between the disasters 
suffered by Athens in the Peloponnesian War and by the 
Romans in the Parthian campaign consequent npon the 
deaths of the two leaders. . 

465 



LIBANIUS 

IQ 277 ,., \ \ , " 
TO. GVV€TpL}-'YJ. , 7TPWTOII J1-€1I yap OVK YJII€YKall 

<I I "\ .1 1 ~ \ IJ I , , 
OVS' 7TpOTEpOV 1/l\aVJlOJl, €7THTa OEI\EaGUEVTES E~PTJ-

, I \ \ , \ I f \1 

VTJS OIlOfLom, TO yap aVTO 1TpOGTJVEYKav O~ 1TOl\€fL~O~ 
I I 'R I ~ I 8 \ 1

fLTJxaV'f}fLa) 7TaIlTES E}-'OWV OEX€G at Ka~ aTEpY€£ll. 

Kat 1TPWTOS 6 ~aGtAEVwV EtAKETO, Aaf3J.)V o~ aD-
I \ 'f I tit M""~ ~,.,

TOVS' 1TpOS' T1f1l 7Javx,av WpfLTJKOTas 0 1/00S O'TJYE, 
r:;:' R ' ,,' 1 ... ~ ,
OLETPL,.,EII epWTWV, G7TOKpLVOfLEIIOS', TOVTO OEXOfLE

vos, ETEpOII dva{3aAAbfLEvOS. JII 1TA~8E' 1TP€a{3€H»1I 
, \ I ,,, \ .J. / Cl78 t ~ \ ,

avaMO'KWV aVTOLS T1fV TP0't'7JV. N • WS OE O'I.TOV 
\ "" ,v\ \ «/ , / r I" iiE Kat TWV al\l\WV a1TallTWY EO'1Tav,~ov Kat rrrovv ; 

, I ~ \ ~\ "'" , I I 
Kat 1TaYTa OEtV1f 07J avyxwpEtV avaYK7J 1TEptEWT1f- i 

KEt, T.bTE I o~ TOil Kov<pbTaTOY ilTEL fLLa8bY, 1TbAELS F 358 ·.'1. 

" '''(} \ I ..... fp I ,
KaL xwpas Kat E V1f, TO. TELX'Y) T'Y)S wp-atWV 0.- , 

J.. __ \ 1 t r:::: \ " 1 \ \' .J.'
a'f'UIIEtas. 0 OE E1TEVEVE TE Kat 1TaVTOS a't'taTaTO" 

\ r:::: I , r:;: I 'r:::: , 9 t 2 " \ \ "1
Kat oELVOV OVOEV EOOKE" 27. WS EyWyE 1TOl\I\aKLS f~ 

E(}avp-aaa TOV M~oov WS 1Tapov 1TAdw Aa~E'iv OUK ~ 
'8 '\ I' I '\\ " " , \ , E ' J.. I ~ R 616 'Y) EI\'Y)O'E. TIS yap I ay aVTEt7TEII Em TOil v't'pa~JlI 

3
7Tpoayovn T7jv Em(}vp-lay, T[S 0' av E1Ti TOY',
'0 1 I r::::' II , \ I K 'r:;: 1 r::::'" ,\

pOVT1fVJ ns ° av E1Tt TOV vovov) ns ° av E1Tt 
I ~ 1 I "'. " , \ \ B I , ,

TOV .t..ayyaptov, ns 0 av Em TOV oa7TopOII aVTOV; 
'l' I f r:::: r:::: / (; \ tp ~ \ I t 

TIV yap 0 OLoa~wv TOY. wfLawv 1T1\'Y)aI.OV ws 
~ I I I \ \ , " I .J.J. I 

apKEO'EL Kat TO I\O£7TOV EtS apX7Jv Kat TpV't',JII Kat 
'f) I \ I f:I'" I I ,fLE TJV Kat l\aYVELav. WUT Et TLS XatpEL TOVTWV OV 

I TI' ,/ \ I c'I '\
7T€1TpaYfLEVwv, fpaats taTW T'Y)Y xapw o{, 1T01\
\ \ I 1"{;"" ,/ \ elBO'
1\0aTOV fLEpOS WV E~TJV EXELV E1T'Y)yyEtl\av. '" • WS 

1" I \ r ''lI/~ ., I " tl ,fJ,
OVTOL "IE Ta 01Tl\a pL'f'aVTES EKE£J)OtS EXEtV, Wa1TEp EK 

1 S€ after €7T€LTU inserted F. 

2 WS Re. (1\i88.); war· F. 

3 7TpOa.yOII'TL F., conj. Cobet. (1 corrected): 7Tpoaa:yom Re. 


(other lIfSS.). 

a The new ruler was Jovian. On this judgement c/. Amm. 
Marc. 25. 5. 8. ' b Amm. Marc. 25~ 7. 5 if. 
4,66 
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of ruler.a 277. In the first place, they did not stand up 
to those whom they previously used to put to flight: 
secondly, ensnared by this word " peace," for the 
enemy applied the same technique again, they all 
demanded its acceptance without demur, and the 
new emperor was the 6rst to be taken in by it. The 
Persian found them hankering after peace and 
dillied and dallied with question and answer, accept
ing this point, deferring that, and exhausting their 
supplies with a string of parleys.1I 278. Reduced to 
dire straits for food and everything else besides, 
they began to plead and were forced to the grim 
realization that beggars cannot be choosers, and then 
he finally presented his minimum terms, the cities, 
territories and provinces that formed the defensive 
bulwarks of the Roman empire. Our new emperor 
agreed and evacuated them all, and made no bones 
about it.C 279. How often have I wondered why the 
Persian refused to take more when he had the 
chance! Who would. have said him nay, if his am
bitions had extended to the Euphrates, the Orontes, 
the Cydnus, the Sangarius, or to the Bosporus itself? 
The Roman had enough people about him to inform 
him that even what was left was sufficient to provide 
him with an empire, luxury, drunkenness and glut
tony.a So, if you are grateful that such things did 
not happen, you can save your gratitude for the 
Persians, for demanding only a fraction of what they 
could have had. 280. And so our men came home 
leaving their weapons for the enemy to keep, naked 

~ For the details of this peace oj. Amm, Marc. 2.'t 7. 9 ff.! 
Zos. S. 31. 

Ii Characteristics confirmed by Amm. Marc. 25. 10. 15. 
Libanius contemptuollsly refuses to mention the name of 
Jovian in his oratlrns. • 
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LIBANIUS 

I I '"' (\, , 
va.vay£a.s1 yVfLIIOL, 1TpouaLTOVVTES O£ 1TI\EtOV), err-

I , ~ \ , ,~ " ,J. I .. ~ I 
aVVEuav1 0 OE au'1TtoOS 7JfLUJV '(-'EPWV 7J oopaTOS 

I ".... ,~ \" ')" K ' TptTOV 7J TWV KVYJfLWWV T7]V ETEpav E'1T' WfLWV 0.1\-

AtfLaxos ~II OVTOS, I d.1ToAoyta oJ fLta 1Tau£ TOtS' F 359 
d.UX't}fLoVOVUW ~ TEAEVrt; TOV TaVTa. all TpElpallToS'l, ,,~ 

ELS' TOVS' eva.VT£OVS'. 

R 617 281. LlLa. Tt 0011, I cL OEO/' Kat Oa.tfLoVES1 fL~ TaVTa 
" ~'" \ 'f ... , I

EKVPWUa.TEj OLo. 1'£ fL'fJ TO fLEV vfLas f'1TtUTafLEVoII 'j. 

"/~ \ ~I' ,~ '" _YEIIOS EvoaLfLov1 TOil OE TOVTOtS €vOa'fLOvLas 0.£1'£011 1 
, I."I. I ... I I ~ I ,

KaTEaT7]aaTE; 1'£ fLEfMfafLEVoL T't}S' yIlWfL'fJ) 1 Tt OE: 1
"Q'" A 1"11 I .1 

OVK E1Ta£JIOVVTES' TWII '1T'E1TpaYfLEIIWII; OV fJwfLovS' .....·.'1

) , "" "ll'(J,IIEUT7]UEV; ov VEWS E1TOL't}UfY; OVK EUEpa1TEVU€ 
._ \ .... II '" '(J , , I ,..

f.LEY(J,I\01TPE1TWS UEOVS, 't}pwas, at Epa, ovpavov, Y't}v, 1 
B&'AaTTav, 1T't}Y&.S', 1ToTafLovs; OUK ;'1ToAEfL't}UE TOtS' !.. 
, .... I I, ',J.' 'I lVfLW 1TE1TOI\EfLTJKOULV; ov Uw,(-,pOIIEaTEpoS' fLEV '1T'

, I <;:, <;: \ \ \ 'P <;:, (J , j
1TOI\VTOUI otKaLOS oE KaTa TOV aoafLav VII, UVVETW-

TEpOS' S~ 0Ef.LLaTOKMovs, d.VOPELOTEPOS o~ Bpaa{oov; 
, \ , , f/ , .1. .... " 

ou T'f}V OLKOVf.LEV'tjV WU1TEp ML1T0't'VXOVU(lV EPPWUEV; 
, I ,,.. <;:, ')" 

ou f.LLa01TOVTJp0S', ov 1TPCfOS' OLKaWLS', OVK aKOl\aaTO£S,
, B I ') ',J. '\ Cl8C1" .... .jEX pos I OUK E1TLHKEaL '(-'LI\OS; "':.:;. W aTp(lTtaS' ..,.... 

fLEy&'ATJS I W1ToAAwv KaTaaK~WV I tV -n:oMwv TPO- . 
I "" .... <;: I ) t' ,.... \

1TaLWVI W TEIlOUS' T7]S OLaVOLas alla~ LOU. 7JfLEtS' fLEV1. 
" B \ II ...." ,.... 'P '14:JOfLE a T7]1I EpaWV a1Taaall fLEpOS T7]s wfLaLWv \1
"B II .... t I "Q I
EaEa at KaL IIOfLOtS TOLS' 7JfLETEpOtS oLKTJaEaua.L KaL ~ 
) \ \ 'Q I <;: <;:'e () , )..' ., \ j

apxCLS Tas EVUEVOE OE!;, Ea at Kat '(-'0pOUS OWEW Kat •.~ 
, .... ",I. \ \ I '1·1 

YAW7Tav aft€L<fIELV Kat UTOIl'f}V /LETUKOUP/fJUELV Kat i;l' 
.... / \,J. \ , '" I II ,..

KEpEtIl KOfLa:; KaL aO,+,LaTas EV ~ovaOLS EpawII ~ 

1 UP Tpe~avTos F., Cobet: Tp/.ljiuV7'OS V: ri.vU1'peljiav1'OS 11 
other 1488.: elV aV(}'TpiifJunos Re.:~ 

Q, Besides the obvious pun on the meaning of the name, .~ 
there is aiso a reference to Marathon, where Cailimachus was ;~ 
polemarch; rf. Herod. 6. 109 if. '~ 
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and for the most part beggars, as though from ship
wreck. Anyone who brought with him half a shield, 
the stump of Aspear, or one of his greaves slung over 
his shoulder, was a real hero,a and the sole excuse fo1" 
all these ragamuffins was the death of the one man 
who would have inflicted this upon the enemy. 

281. Why then, you gods and immortal powers, did 
you not bring it to pass? Why did you not make man
kind happy in its knowledge of you, and him the au
thor of their happiness? What fault had you to find 
in his character? Which of his actions did not meet 
with your approval? He erected altars, built temples, 
worshipped in magnificence gods and heroes, air and 
heaven, land and sea, fountains and rivers. He took 
up the fight against those who had fought against 
you. He was more continent than Hippolytus, as just 
as Rhadamanthys, more intelligent than Themis
tocles, braver than Brasidas.b He restored to health 
a world that lay sick unto death. He was a hater of 
wrong, kindly to the just, foe to the wicked, friend to 
all good men. .282. Alas for that mighty army, the 
wide destruction it wrought, the many trophies it 
erected, and the end so unworthy of the conception. 
We expected the whole empire of Persia to form part 
of that of Rome, to be subj ect to our laws, receive its 
governors from us and pay us its tribute c: they 
would, we thought, change their language and dress, 
and cut short their hair, and sophists in Susa would 

b For these virtues, all cited from literary sources, cf. 
Euripides, HippolyJus; Plat?! -1E,?l. 4,l.A (R~ad!~anthy~: 
cf. Ur. 16. 19); Thuc. 1. l:)ts ClhemlstOC!eS); IhuC. 4. til 
(Brasidas). 

C An example of the regular rhetorical device of resuming 
!- _A-n.......... ~""_ ... }...~ oi-1-..orne n",oc<4T'1+od I ... thD ;n+rnAul"I'Hnn tn +h'"

,Ul ,lJ'(..l Vl a. ... J,vu ""UV "Jl\,...I,ll J::l,",O,,",I.U..,-, .1.1,1, UV .... " V\A '-.....v." U\J " ... 'V 

speech. (Of. Or. 11 (imt. and fin.), Or.!. I and 1M). 
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~fL'ill TO'iS tK€'i8€1I KOafLTJf)'JlTa Aa~vpoLS 8L3ag€£11 
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f~1 \ ~ t '" t , \ IJ.. I 
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.lI\ \ , J.. ... \ I ..., J.. '" 1 
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J.O ,.. •J.. ~ I \ \ , 0\ ,1\
'f' OIlEPWV a'f'E£/\E70 oaLfLovwlI Ka£ TOil a /\TJTTJV 
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.... I ') I ,,~\ I ..... \ 
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fL~ TE8vavaL vVKTa fL~V aVVEX7J T(1' 1Tp6 fKetVOV J 

IIVKTa O~ Tct, fLET' iKE'ivOV VOfLC'OJITES) T6v ot TfjS.', 
EKELVOV ~aat>\E{as Xp6vov a;crZva. ws d.\1}Ow~ K(J..

9apdv. 284. W "o,x,wv, &, J"o{~aa, If.v, W TC;;vl 

a Libanius agrees wholeheartedly with Julian's argument 'I 
:~~" kin'hip between ,hood, and "ellgion (v. above, § 157). " 
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turn Persian children into orators: our temples here, 
adorned with Persian spoils, would tell future genera
tions of the completeness of the victory, while he who 
had accomplished all this, would set up prizes for 
those who celebrated his exploits in panegyric, "ith 
admiration for some and without disdain for others, 
with pleasure or without annoyance at their efforts, 
and there would be more delight in oratory than ever 
before a: dead men's tombs b would give place to 
temples, and every man of his own free will would 
make his way to the altars: their one-time desecra
tors would themselves restore them, and the very 
people who had shunned the offering of blood would 
offer up sacrifice: the home of every man would, we 
hoped, become more prosperous by countless other 
accessions but especially by the lightness of taxation, C 

for it is said that in the midst of his dangers he prayed 
heaven for the war to end in such a way that he would 
be able to reduce taxation to the level of old times. 

283. These hopes, and more besides, were snatched 
from us by a host of envious spirits which have 
brought back to us our champion hidden in his 
coffin, after the prize was all but in his grasp. Not 
without reason, then, has the cry of lamentation 
re-echoed aU over land and sea, and after his death 
men have been either glad to die or sorry to be alive. 
}i'or them the time before him is one of unbroken 
night, the time that followed him the onset of 
darkness once again, and the brief period of his 
reign a ray of purest sunshine. 284. Alas, for the 
cities you would have built, for their decay that you 

b The Scholiast here recognized the anti-Christian polemic 
1.1. 'I 1\ \. • I Q 1 ) 

( 'T(1¥'OIlS, aO'Vve7"r, aNI aVUIJ"Taa£v fJPvoll7as • 
G Amm. Marc. 25. 4. 15. 
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(Ja8pwII, as €1T't]lIwpBwaas all, W A6ywv, ons ~pas
" "I:.' "" '" \ , " tI " av €LS a';, tWp,a., w T'T}s aN\'t]s ap€,TTJS, oaoll La')(VaEII
" I\~' " I(J \ 'I:.' "'\ , '" all, W OLK1JS, l KaTf:fJTJ p'EV E'fi ovpavov 1Ta/\tV fLS Y'J", 
" ~\, '(j/~ , ,," R'"O/XeTO oE 7Ta W CVU€VOE eLS' ovpallOV, w fLETa/-'oI\TJS
) "J.. '" ""~ 1 ) i: 1ayXt(JTp0'f0V, W KOtV1]S EvoatfLovtas ap':,afLEV1JST€ 
t "\ 1 \1 \;:'1

0fLoV Kat 7T€7TavfLEV1JS. 7Tapa7Tl\1]atOV "lap 01] TL 7TE
1 8 T" ) ~ .. r;:, .1." \ I7TOV afLev OtOlI et TLS avopos ot't'WVTOS' Kat 7Tpoaayov

TOS' TOLS' Xe{AWL ~t(j)\'YJV t/lvxpov TE Kat OLacPavovs 
,,~ 1 \ " c, " 
VoaTOS' YEvaafLEVOV TO 7TPWTOV ap7TaaaS' OLXOLTO. 

t ~ ~"/ ,,, '{j I 1 Ll " 285 • 1]fLas DE, EL7TEp EXP1]V EVUEWS aTEpEauat, KpELT-
TOV ~v fL1]O€ fLETaaxetV ,.,qv dpx1Jv ~ 7Tp6 TOV KOPOV 

R 619 (]'TEp1](J~Vat. vvv 0' OUX tva a.7ToAavaaLfLEv I dAN 
ff ff ") ~ \ I ,~ I I 
tva OtWV OVKET U7TOl\aVOfLEV EWOTES UTEVOLfLEV, 

1 ) J.. 1\ tI "',,) Ll 1
'YEVaaS' a'fELI\ETO, W(]7TEP av eL TOLS avupW7TOLS 
~ 'i: \ <f, t Z \ ,,, 'c" I 
oEL~aS' TOV 'YJAtOV ° EVS' E7TELXe 7Tap EaVTo/ fL7fKETL 
7TOLWV ~pipav. I 1 

286. KatTOt Kat TOV ~Atov TaUTa fLEV lTL OPWVTOS, F 362 1 

\ ,\ ~\)J ,.,,, R \ , t 'l 
T1Jv aVT1Jv oE toVTOS, oVX 0fLota TOLS /-,EI\TL(JTOLS 1] '.1' 

I t \ ,\ ,,'" \ I R 'Y ....
xapLS. 1] yap E'TTL To/0E I\v'TT'YJ /"'a7TTL,:>ovua fLEV T1]VI 
fvx~v, uvvOoAovua O€ ,.,qv yvU;fL1]v dXAvv TLva Kat j' 

"''' , "'-' \ , '" J..'TOLS' 0fLfLauLV E'TTL'fEpEL, Kat fLLKpOV TL OLa'fEpofLEV i 

TWV 'WVTWV Jv UK6TC{!. ola YdP avOLS J7TEw~AeE I 
TV TOV ~auLAEws u~a'YV' UEfLVOt fLEV ot Kant TWV 1 
(JEWV 01]fL1]YOPOVVTES, £EPELS OE EV EuOvvaLS 7Tapavo- j 

l' '" \ 'Ll '(J" '" 1 t" \ .lfLOLS. OLS' OE EUEpa7TEV 1] TO oatfLOVLOV tEpOLS Kat ac:\ 
··1 

\ " "\ R t \ '8 "\ \ ~ .. 'IITO 7TVP El\a/-,E, TOVTWV 1] TLfL1] TL €TaL,fLaI\l\OV OE 1 
t , , " "8 "A- t 8' , , 

.. 
A. o fLEV EV7TOPWV OtKO EV EVIJKEV: 0 OVK €V7TOPWVi 

th:t ~~!~[~eh~~de~~t;:!~~g~i~irt~ ~':r~~d~;~~~hisl~;igff~); ~ 
Amm. Marc. 25. 4. 19. ~ 

b A pathetic resumption of the phrase (from Thuc. 2. 53)1
~;~J~ describe Julian's accession to supreme power in 01'. •.•1·•.· 
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would have reprured, for oratory that you would 
have raised to honour, and for all other merit and the 
power it would have possessed 1 Alas, for justice that 
came down ag3:in to earth from heaven, a anIy to leave 
us and return there once more. Alas, for the sudden 
change of fortune,') for universal happiness ended as 
soon as begun! Our case is like that of a man 
athirst who, lifting up to his lips a cup of cool clear 
water, has just one sip before it is snatched from rum 
and gone. 285. Ifwe were bound to suffer the loss so 
soon, it would have been better never to have had a 
taste at all rather than to lose it before we had our 
fill. As it is, he gave us this taste and withdrew it, 
not for us to enjoy but to realize sorro,,{ully all that 
we enjoy no more, just as though Zeus reveals the 
sun to mankind and then detains it with him, and lets 
it never be daylight again. 

286. In fact, the sun may still run his same course 
and perform his same functions, but there is not the 
same pleasure for good men any more. Our grief for 
him has seared our souls, clouded our minds and 
veiled our eyes in mist, so that we are little different 
from men that live in darkness. What further 
tribulations have followed upon the murder of our 
emperor! Rabble rousers who prate against the 
gods give themselves airs, while our priests are sub
jected to illegal inquisitions,c and the offerings with 
which the gods were worshipped and which the fire 
has taken have a fine imposed upon them, or rather, 
the wealthy pays the fine out of his own family 
+'~ ....+-n"""b h ........ +-h.o --0'" """""" .... ,.,... ! ...........................L,...l __ A _ .... J.. .&.0 

,.lV... l.U1H.... , VUlt l;J.J.\.r l'V 1 U1<111 1.:' a.l1c:o.LC:U i111U PUL '" 

o A reference to the violent anti-pagan reaction initiated 
under Valena (for examples rif. Seeck, B.L.Z.O. 8.'0." Se· 
leucus, Lemmatius "). 
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1 1TPUnJpWV F. (P corrected): 1TpaKr]pwv Fabr. (MoLaU): 
1Tpal<7'6pwv Re. (VB, corrections in eM!). 
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death. 287. The temples are either demolished, or, 
half-finished, they stand as a laughing stock for that 
accursed crew. Philosophers are visited with physical 
violence,a and the acceptance of any gift from our 
emperor is made out to be a debt to the treasury, and 
a charge of embezzlement is tacked on to it. Stripped 
naked in the noon of mid-summer and suffering under 
the glare of the sun, he must be forced to repay not 
just what he did get, but what he obviously never got 
and cannot repay. Repayment is not the intention
it would be impossible, anyway: it is to have him 
tortured by burning and the rack because of the 
impossibility. 288. The teachers of rhetoric, pre
viously the intimates of the governors, are turned 
away from their doors like murderers.b The flocks of 
students who used to attend them see this happen, 
and shun oratory as a broken reed, and look for other 
kinds of support. The city councillors evade doing 
their bounden duty on behalf of their community and 
chase after illegal immunity, and there is no one to 
check the defaulter. 2£9. Everywhere is full of carpet
baggers-lands, islands, villages, cities, markets, 
harbours and back-streets. Houses and slaves are 
put up for sale, foster parents, nurses, attendants, 
even the tombs of their ancestors. Everywhere 
there is poverty, beggary and tears; farmers think it 
better to be beggars than farmers, and the man to 
give alms today is tomorrow himself in need of alms. 
290. Goths, Sarmatians and Celts, and every bar
barian tribe that thought itselflucky to live in peace, 

a Maximus of Ephesus suffered persecution from A.D. 

365 onwards: r/. Eunap. V.S. 418 ff. Priscus was also 
examinedt but escaped more lightly. 

t Lihanius draws his inspiration ftom his experiences 
under Festus, consularis of Syria in A.D. 365: cf. Or. 1. 156. 
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" 0 ' Gl9Gl t r"'"" \ '"IaVTT)v, 1TEV TJaEL€V; N N. TJ ILEV yE TJ KaI\WS TE 
>I 0 '" '8 I I '" I110' ETO TOV ?To. OVS' Kat ?TpoaTJKOVG1J KOVPq. TOV 
"\:' " • , 0' " avopa E'T£ILTJO'EV a1T0aEwaILEV?], Ka a1TEp t1T1T0S 
) Q ' 1\ 1 I I 'II \ "I

aval"a'TT)V, 1TOl\EtS Toaas Kat ToaaS' J EV al\aLaT£V1J 
\\' I AQI f' .. " \ f ,

1T01\I\as, TaS' 'I"VWV a1TaGas. KftVTat f.LEV 0.£ f.Lfyt~ 
"" "\ I ~ tE \ \ ' \ I ... (" I 

crrat ~LKfI\LaS'J KELVTaL Of I\I\TJVWV ?TI\TJV f.Ltas at 
.. ,,\;,It \IN' I" \;"t 1\ 

17'0.0'0.£, KEI.TaL DE' TJ Kal\TJ (.Ka£a, O'€LfTat DE TJ Kal\
\ I I 0 ,. I,. 1\ "\ ,
I\EL f.LEyta'TT) Kat appfW 1TEP' 'TOV f.LEI\I\OVTOS OUK 
tI Cl9 Q ... , '" \,.. r A " , R 1\
EXf£ • ;';'''. TaUTa aV'T<[J ?Tapa 'TT)S' TJS TJ J ft I"0Vl\Et ... TI \;' .... \ ~ I 'i' '" t(\ ... \ I
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Kat I AOLfL0l. ¢>8ftpOVTES OfLotWS' avOpdJ1Tous TE Kat F 365] 

Q I (' "10' " 0 I ,
l"0aKTJILaTa, WS OUK OV EfLLS EKEtVOV f.LE EaTT)KOTOS 1 


EVOfVliv 7<1 1Tfpl yfjv. l 

294. Tt ovv OaVf.LaaTov fi 'TtS TOVTWV DVTWVl 

I tI "f If ..... " :t 
TOLOVTWV, WG1TEp EyW, '::.TJfLtav TJ'Y€LTat TO fLTJ1TW "~ 

I I" '0 ' , (.1 , ,
TE8vavat; KaLTO£ EyWyE TOVS fOVS TJs LOUV OU J 

I I 0 "... )\, , "~I
TaVT1J YEpatpELV TOll aUf.Lacrroll EKEWOV, al\l\a 

j 

1 OP F. (MSS.): lip Re. jl 

CI Of. Or. 17.30. Amm. Marc. 26. 4. 5, Zos. 4. 3. 
b The earthquakes of A.D. 365 were noteworthy: of. 

Amm. ivlarc. ~6. 10. 15 and Jerome/Eusebius II, p. 197: 
" terrae motu per totum orbem facto mare litus egreditUi:, et 
Siciliae multarumque insularum urbes innumerabiles popules 
oppressere." In Antioch (~ K&>v\n JLE:yIO'l'1}) portents of doom 
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have whetted their swords once again: they are 
descending upon us, crossing the rivers, threatening, 
acting; if they pursue us, they take us captive, if 
pursued, they b,eat us, like wicked slaves who, on 
their master's death, rise up against his orphaned 
children.a 

291. At all this every thinking man would prostrate 
himself upon the ground and cover himself with 
ashes. If a youth, he would tear his newly sprouted 
beard, if an old man, his grey hairs, and he would 
bewail the fate of himself and of the civilized world, if 
we can still call it that. 292. Earth, at least, was duly 
aware of her loss and has honoured our hero with 
fitting mourning. Like a horse tossing its rider, 
she has destroyed ever so many cities-in Palestine, 
many, in Libya, all. The greatest cities of Sicny lie 
in ruins, as does every city in Greece except one: 
Nicaea the lovely is laid low, and our loveliest of 
cities is shaken and can have no confidence for the 
future.?! 298. Such is the honour paid him by Earth 
or, if you would have it so, by Poseidon: but from the 
Seasons have come famine and plague, afflicting man 
and beast alike, as though it is not right that creatures 
upon earth should flourish once he has departed. 

294. What wonder is it then, under these circum
stances, that such as I think it so much loss not to be 
dead already. And yet I prayed the gods to grant 
that wondrous man no such honour as this, but 

abounded. and from his letters of this year it appears that 
some notables, in fear of earthquake and attendant visita
tions. did actually retire from the city. In his neurotic state. 
Libanius was particularly open to such ala.rms. 

These references date the composition of the speech to 
the jast part of A.D. 365 or very soon after, not to A.D. 368, 
as stated by Sievers (op. elf. p. 253) and P. Petit. 
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,,, '"' t' Ill'.f. \ ~ ,\
Ell rn (1K1)VZ} uaKpvoVTWV Kafl1)'faTO, Kat VVV aUTOV 
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"'" ", '" \ A I 'i
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<;:1 \, \' , <;: \ (;: I <;: \ ]
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a References to Herod. 1. 16, ~5, 14, ~14 (Ardys, Alyattes, 1 
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rather the birth of children, ripe old age and length 
of reign. 295. Lord Zeus! of the kings of Lydia, the 
descendants of Gyges impure of hand, one had a 
reign of thirty-nine years, another of fifty-seven, and 
that traitorous guard himself one of thirty-eight 
years. Yet you granted Julian to attain only his 
third year as supreme ruler, when you should have 
thought him ''''orthy of a longer, or at least no less a 
span than Cyrus the Great, for he too maintained the 
attitude of a father towards his subjects/~ 

296. However, when I reflect upon the reproof he 
administered to the mourners in his tent, I feel that 
now too he disapproves of this part of my oration that 
consists of lamentation.b I believe that, if it were 
possible to be, he would come among us and address 
us in words like these C : " You bewail the fatal stroke 
that carried me off in my youth, but if you think 
association with the gods to be inferior to that with 
men, you do not think aright. And if you suppose 
that room has not been made for me there, you know 
me not at an, and you are in parlous plight, since you 
know least about the one you felt sure you knew best. 
297. Moreove.r, let itnot trouble you, either, that I 
died in war and by the stee1. So did Leonidas and 
Epaminondas, so Sarpedon and Memnon, sons of 

Gyge:;, Cyrus), hut with an inaccurate recollection of the 
length of Ardys' l'eign-49 years. 

b OJ. Or. 1. 135, where similar reflections deter him from 
his first idea of suicide. 

C Rhetorical reminiscences of Julian's death-bed address 
(cf, Amm, Marc. ~5. 8. 15 if.), but with an implied pro
gression from the heroes of history to mythical heroes of 
divine origin, and thence to a combination of the two in 
Alexander. He, after being hailed as son of Zeus by the 
priest of Zeus Ammon in Egypt, ailowed increased currency 
to the story. Of. Quint. Curt. 4.7.8. 

479 



LIBANIUS 




ORATION XVIII, 297-300 


the gods. If the shortness of the time allotted me 
causes you grief, then let Alexander, son of Zeus, 
afford you consolation." 

298. So might he say, but I would have something 
to add, first and foremost, that the decrees of fate are 
unalterable, and perhaps the same kind of fate as 
once threatened Egypt now afflicts the Roman 
empire. It was destined that things should go awry 
here, but he in his lifetime blocked the ways of destiny 
and brought us happiness. So he retired to make 
way for the onset of a degenerate age, so that those 
doomed to misery should not be happy. 299. Again, 
let us consider in our inmost hearts this second point, 
that even if he died a young man, he yet surpassed 
the longest lived of emperors in his achievements. 
Who can call to mind so many mighty deeds wrought 
by any who lived three times as long as he? Instead 
of his presence, then, we must keep his fame and 
endure the loss, not sorry at his death so much as 
happy at what happened before it. 300. He it is who 
passed beyond the boundaries of the Roman empire 
and still ruled over it: physically he might be in 
enemy territory, but he retained his own empire 
under his sway ~ and whether present or absent, he 
had the same ability to enforce universal peace. No 
barbarian in breach of his agreements took to arms, 
nor did a single mutiny arise at home, the kind of mis
conduct that has often been ventured upon even 
during an emperor's supremacy. 'Whether this was 
due to affection or to fear, or, to be more precise, 

, " " '" • " , 1. , I 1 ,wnetner rear Kept tne oaroanans unaer COntrOl ana 
affection his subjects, he deserves the fullest admira
tion both for striking fear into his foes and for instill
ing loyalty into his subjects, or if you prefer it so, for 
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I\EI\OL1TEV a1Taaa~s j1-EV a1TaVTas VtKWV, Ta 0 aVTOV 

rfi TWll €1TtaToAwv. 803. Taiha €yw Aap.{3avwv 

{} ' ''/ t' \ , t... ,.. ,
1Tapaj1-v Lal' 1TOpt~oj1-at, OLa TOVTWV Vj1-EtS TWV EK

y6vwv .,..ryl' At51T1JV otaETE. 1TaZ8as I TOVTOVS JK€LVOS F 369' 
,{I \ 1\ <I",.. I t' II 

a avaTovr; KaTal\€I\OL1TEV OUS' OVK av 0 XPOVOS ou
\ "" ... , 'c: - \ ,:",/, IvaLTO p,ETa TWV EV TalS aallt.atV E~UI\E"'f'aL xpwp,a-

TWV. 
'D - \ t' \ " " £l \ \ \ 1 \ 304'. £mEt OE ELKOVWV Ej1-V'T}au'T}ll, 1TOI\I\aL 1TOII.ELS 

JKELllOll Toir; TWV {lEwv 1TapaaTryaallTES fOWLll WS 
\ {I \ '" I ,,\.' \ ", ~ ,

TOUS EOVS nj1-waL, KaL TiS 'T}O'T} KaL 1Tap EKEiVOV Ot 
, '" tI I ~,. {lA ", I 

EVX'Y}S 7JT'Y}(]E n TWV aya WV Kat OVK TJTVX'T}(]Ell. 
tI , ,... " I 'f.1IQ ,,...

OVTWS aTEXVWS 1Tap EKELVOVS TE ava/"E/,,'T}KE Kat T'T}S
'" ,\.', ""'I"R 625 TWV KpELTTOVWV ovvap,Ews 1Tap aVTWV EKEWWV 

" A point resumed in Or. 24.37. 

~ For the portraits of the emperors painted on boards 
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ORATION XVlll, 300-304 

inspiring each emotion in both alike.a 301. So let that 
consideration remove some of our grief, and also this, 
that none of his subjects can ever say to himself that 
his sovereign was not a better man that he. Who had 
a better right to be emperor than Julian, if the man 
who excels all others in intellect, in rhetorical ability 
and other virtues deserves to be in charge of those 
less well endowed? 802. We may not see him in the 
flesh, but we can see his compositions, so many in 
number and all of supreme art. Yet of the writers 
who have grown old in the service of literature, the 
majority have been afraid of more approaches to 
learning than the number they have actually ventured 
upon, so that they can be no less blamed for what they 
have refused to write than praised for their composi
tions. He, however, composing speeches at the same 
time as waging war, has left behind him works of 
every kind, and in everyone has surpassed those of 
everyone else, .in his correspondence surpassing even 
himself. 303. When I take these works, I get some 
consolation. By means of them, his offspring, you 
will endure your grief, for he has left them as his 
offspring for all eternity, and time cannot remove 
them as it does the colours on his official portraits.b 

804. And since I have made this mention of por
traits, many cities have set up his in the temples of 
the gods and honour him as they do the gods, and 
before now people have offered up prayers to him 
also, asking some blessing, and they have not been 
disappointed'!' So obviously has he ascended to 
heaven and has nartaken of· the power of the divine -
(aav18ES) cl. Or. 22. 

~ 

7, (on which qf. Browning, "The Riots 
in Antioch in A.D. 887," J.R.S., 1952, p. 15 (note). 

o On this extraordinary passage cf. Nock, " Deification 
and Julian," J.R.S., 1957, pp. 115 if. 
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LIBANIUS 

p.er€LA'rJ¢€' ~'ATHJTOt oe apa ~aav ol Kat, 1'011 

1TPWTOV u.YI'€Aov T~~ T€A€tJTij~ P.tKpOV KaTaAroaall
TES WS B€ov KaTal{;€v06p.EVOV. 805. 1Tapap.vOovvTa£ 

0' P.E Kat IT'paa£ I'pacpa"s aVTOV 01}AOiJVTES 'T'iJv 
.R \ I \ , \, \ 'I

1TpoatJOI\TJv. I\€YOVTaL ')tap aVTOv E£KaaaVT€S KEpav
'" \ './, \ ',I,VOU 1TUpt ypa'f'aVTES K€paVVOV 1Tpoa1Tapaypa'f'a£ 
" " , f 'Y,/. , , 0 ' Tovvop.a onKVUVTfS ws p.EtI;,W 'fvaEWS av PW1T£VTJS 

, ,/.,::. " \ '306" '" 'c \a'f,/KEv EtS aVTOUS KaKa. . TOVTOV fOEsaTO P.EV 
TO 1TpO Tapawv ~s K£Audas xwp{ov, ElXE 0' av 
O£KaWTEpov", \ TTJS 'A '" 1T1\1}awv\ "ITO "" Ka01}p.tas I TOV 
[ I

\I rJ),.... \ .... , \, ,
l\aTWVOS WaT aUTo/ 1Tapa TWV an VEWV TE KaL F 37( 

o,oaaKaAwv aKat Tip ITAaTwvL TfAEtaOaf,. T01.hcpl 
" '\ , A I '" '1'''1TO£ELV aKOI\La, TOVTCP 1Tatavas) TOVTCP 1Tav €WO$' 

, I I'll I ) \ Q ()! ,
EyKWP.LWV, TOVTOV avp.p.axov E1T!. tJapf-lapovs apxo

, \ I \,.., <\" \ '\ \ " 
P.EVOVS 1TOI\€P.WV Kal\fLV, OS EXWV TO P.EI\I\OV a1Tav 
, ,.. t\ "" \ \, I IT ' 

EK p.aVTtK1}S €I\€LV TO P.€V E£ KaKWfJEL Epaas
"0 ",. fJ ... ,~" " , , ,CPTJ 1} OEtV 1Tpop.a ELV, 1'0 0 EL fJWS E1TavEtatV OVK 

~gtwaEv, EPYCP odgas OTt o6g1}s ~v ov 'w~~ ~1T£eV-
, 307R \'0 \ ,1't\P.1}TTJS. • tJaaLI\EVEO' at P.EV ow V1TO TOLaVT1}S 

, "" I '~I , I ~,
apETTJS 1TaVTWV EVoatp.OVEaTaTOV, EO'TEPTJP.EVOVS oE
,/.' ",... "B ,.., II \1\1 1'fapp.aKOV OEt 1TOLEta aL T1}S I\V1T1}S TO KEWOV KI\EOS
" , '0 ..... ' I ... I IfOV Kat jLETa EWV 0jLvvvaL TOV a1}jLaTOS aTrTOjLEVOVS 
p.a)J..OV EvAoyov ~ TtaL TWV ~ap~apwv TOllS Trap' , .." ,aVTOLS OLK(UOTaTOVS. 

308. 1'0 oaLp.6vwv P.€V Tp6cpLP.E, oatp.6vwv oeI" , I" \ ,..,'" l' \jLaOTJTa, oatp.ovwv oE TrapEOpE, W P.LKpOV jL€V TTJs 
.... I I" \ '" ',/. ,.., ", '"Y1'Js jLEpOS KaTEXwv OLa TOV Ta'fov, Traaav DE 1'CP 

{l , \, 1 I 'I' \ 1 \
It 626 vaVfLOiTt TrJv (.J!.KOV,UEV1JV: . W VEVtK'Y}KWS jJ.-axaLS !-LEV 

, > \ \ ,/. 1,\ ' \" \ \ f ,/. /\ l'
TOVS a1\I\0'fVI\OVS, ajLaXE/, OE TOVS OP.0'fVI\OVS, W 

1 ;\fter 7'oVr£p. Oft inserted F.: €OE£ eonj. Re. 

a A topic resumed in Or. 24. IS f. 

b Cf. Amm. Marc. !iJ5. 9: Zos. 3. 34 cites his epitaph. 
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ORATION XVIII, 304-308 


by the will of the gods themselves. They were right, 
then, those people who nearly stoned to death the 
first messenger to bring the news of his end for telling 
lies about a god. 305-. Even the Persians provide me 
with some consolation when they show his invasion 
in pictures. They have, it is said, compared him 
with the fire of the thunderbolt, and they paint a 
thunderbolt with his name at the side, showing that 
the calamities he inflicted on them were beyond any 
human power.a 306. A grave just outside Tarsus in 
Cilicia received his body.b It ought more properly 
to have been in the Academy next to Plato's tomb, 
so that he too might receive the honours paid to 
Plato by each successive generation of students and 
teachers. Compose songs of jollity, songs of triumph, 
all kinds of praise in his honour. Summon him to 
help us against the barbarians who are taking to 
warfare once again, for when he had it in his power to 
learn all the future from divination, he thought the 
subject of his enquiry should be whether he would do 
harm to Persia, not whether he would return home 
safe, thereby showing his eagerness for glory, not for 
life. 307. It was the sum of happiness to be ruled by 
such excellence; bereft of it as we are, we must seek 
balm for our grief in his glory, and we may lay our 
hand upon his tomb and take our oath by him along 
with the gods with better reason than do the bar
barians when they swear by the most righteous men 
among them. 

308. Nurseling of gods, disciple of gods, companion 
of gods, who in your tomb possess your little patch of 
earth, and yet possess the whole world by its wonder, 
who conquered foreigners in fight, your own folk 
without fight, more sadly missed than sons by their 
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LIBANIUS 


I \,~ \ ~ \ , • ~ \,1. ~ 

7TaTpaat }-tEV 7Tawwv, 7TaLO~ OE 1TaTEpwv, aOfll't'0tS 

O€ dOE.\~UJl1 I 1ToB€LVOTEPE, JJ J.uya.Aa /-LEV opa.rras, F 371 
'Y ~ \ ;\ \ l' Ll" \ " a.... ~ \

}J-H'i,W OE }J-EIIIIWV, W U€WV }J-EV E1TLKOVP€, OEWV OE 
, \ , l' I \,~ \ '\1 

o}J-tll'f)Ta, W 1Faaas }J-EV '70ovas KaTa7Ta'T'f}O'as 7T1I7]V 
fI \1 , \ """ f , \1 
00'0.£ 1I0YWV, TaVT' 0'0£ 7To,pa TWV '7fJ-ETEPWV 1I0YWV 

A 1'\ c\ "i' 1\ 
TWV }-tU(PWV OVS' aVTOS 'f)yES }J-Eya/lOVS'. 
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ORATION XVIII, 308 


fathers, than fathers by their sons, than brothers by 
brothers, you who have done great things, and shall 
do greater, defender of the god." pupil of the gods, 
who spurned all pleasures save only those of elo
quence, this is the offering I make to you from my 
paltry eloquence that you yourself did once deem 
great. 
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ORATION 24 




lIEPI THl: TIMQPIAl: IOYAIANOY 

R ii. 27 1. OUK a.PK€' 'TOV'TO 'TO'!) 7TpaYfLaaw, (Jj paatAEV, F il. ~ , , \,~ , , '\\ \,

1\V11'1} Kat OOVpJ.LO!) Kat aypV1TVta J.La'T1}v aVaI\WKO

R ·· , "I ' ",..!, (j"11.28 J.LEVTJ. €l. yap n 'TOV'TWV OtOv 'T,/v E7TavopuwaaLI n 

'TWV GVJ.LPEfJ"'1K6'TWV, 7TaAat &v a7TaVTa €tXE KaAW!) 


€VEKa ye Kat -rfj!) afj!) Ka1. -rfj!) 'TWV aAAWV ~J.LWV 

'(j' ~ ... I , ,\ , 1 RI
auvJ.Lta!) • oft 'TOWVV 'TOV'TWV a7TaAAaYEVTa fJOV
\' {j' I \ \ , \ <t{j " <;:? I
I\€VaaaUaL 'TL J.LEya Kat Kal\OV Kat OUEV av opaaatJ.LEV 

\ \ I (\ A tA ,"'" tI \
TOV!) 7TOI\EJ.LtOV!) a VVV 1JJ.Las EKEWOL. OV'TW yap 

, \ A I , .....) \ "" I t~ "" 
avn 'TOV G'TEVEtV EV 'TaL!) a7TO 'TOV 7TpaTTEtV 1Joovat!) .1 

Et1JJ.L€V av. 2. ESEL J.L~V ovv I Tel J.LaVTEta 7TOtEW En F 51,· 
... n I I \,..~ I ,"" IR ii. 29 JlVV a 7TpOTEpOV, KaL 'TOL!) OE0J.LEVOIS aKovaaL n 1 

7TOtDVVTE!) tlJ.LELVOV &v 7TpasaLEV MYEW TE Kat /' 

J.L1JWELV, OVO~V ya.p &V ESEL aOL vvvt f3ovA~!) ouoe 
01J!l~06AWV avOpJJ7TWV 7Tap' aVTwv 'TWV Oewv rij!)j 

\ ~ ,I.' ",I. , 1 \ I
7TEpL 'TWV aVJ.L't'EpOV'TWV yvwJ.L1J!) a't'tKVovJ.LEV1W· E1TEL .. 
<;:?\ \ \ I \ I , , 
OE 'Ta J.LEV aEal.Y1JKE Kat 1TE7TOI.1JKEV a'TVXEG'TEpaV 

\ ... ,~\, (j I 3.' \ ~ ....
'T1}V Y1JV, €t!) Of aVupW7TtVOV!) 'IKE l\oYl.aJ.L0V!) 'lJ 'TWV 

1 a1TaAAayma Re. (MSS. except BaI): a-lTaAAaymas F. 
(BaI). 

/J Oration 23 Re.: 24 F. Two ],ISS. (VI) add 1TPOS OVdA&ra 
to the title, but the oration is composed after his death at the 
battle of Adrianople in A.D. 378 (ef. §4). The recipient ofthe 
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UPON AVENGING JULIANtI 

1. IT is of no use to us in our present plight, Sire, to 
grieve and groan and pass sleepless nights to no 
purpose. If we could correct any of our misfortunes 
in this way, everything would have been put right 
long ago, at least as far as your disappointments and 
those of the rest of us are concerned. You must have 
done with such behaviour and adopt some notable and 
honourable course of action whereby we may do to 
our enemies all that they now do to us. In this way, 
instead oflamentation, we would enjoy the pleasures 
of action. 2. The oracles should now once more 
perform their previous function and give advice and 
information to those who ask what they should do 
to improve their position. There would be no need 
of human counselor counsellor now, since the 
decision about our welfare would come from the gods 
themselves. However, the oracles are silent and have 
made the world an unhappier place for it, b and in our 

oration is Theodosius. newly created emperor of the East 
(January A.D. 879). 

b Divination, long II. target for imperial legislation, was 
repressed with particular ferocity by the Christian emperors, 
and especially after its revival under Julian. The judicial 
reign of terror that followed the conspiracy of Theodonts in 
A.D. 871 occasions Libanius' present remarks: cj. Or. 1. 
111 ff., Amm. Mare. 29. 1-£, John ChrysostOill, P.G. 60. 
278 fT. 
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LIBANIUS 

'" I " " . \ .....aVJl'fEpOVTWV EVpEa£s, avaaxov fLoV 1TEpL T"IS 7Tap
, '\' l' Q \ '" 't' 

OVa1J~ KaK07TpaYLas I\EyOVTO~, (I) ,.,aO'£I\EV, KaL 00

KOUVTt fLEV TL AEyEW 7TpOO'EXE1 A7]pOUVTa OE T~~ 
\ " ~ I I ~ \ , , 1/\ \ 

fLEV 1fpOatpEO'EWS a1TOOEXoV, TPE1fOV DE f.1T 0.1\1\0 n 
... I \ \ I 

TWV (]vVOtO'EW fLEI\I\OVTWV. 

3. ElO'~ plY ovv oi Ka77JyopoiJO't 'TWV O'Tpa77JYwv, 
(I ~\ "'" A t \ , It, 
ETEPOt DE TWV O'TpanWTWV, O£ fLEV EKE£VWV WS OV 

~ I \ f' ,...... t I~\ t 
1TE1TatoEVKOTWV TOV~ V1f aVTOt'), 01, oE TOVTWV W~ 
J..' ~ \... ,\ ~\ , I \ \ \\\ 
'rVO'E' OEtI\WV, EyW OE a£O'xvvofLat JLEV Tas 1TOl\I\as 

'A , , I ~\ \ 0' " 
aVTWV fLaxas, aLO'xvvofLat OE TOV avaTov OV 

..... --l.. 'e. ,t;;! 'e. ' I ~ \ \
77JPOVVTES H,V Ta~w EOEsaVTo, atO'xvvofLa£ DE T'lJV 

PI 0'" Co \ M ~ II ,
atfLaT' XpWO' ELO'av OPCfK7JV Ka£ aKEooVLas OV 

\ \""1\ \ ... \ \ \ , 4 -' \ \ \ 
fL£KPOV Kat 77J~ I\I\VP£WV 77Jv 1TOI\I\1)V. • al\Aa 

... \' A\ "Q \ I I r t;;! \ I
TOVTO JLEV aVEW\OV 0JLjJpo£ Kat Xpovos, O'W~OVTat OE 

R Oo 0 t ... ,... \ I , ~\ A , '" I 
11.3 o£ TWP OO'TWV KOI\(I)VO£. EV oE TOtS OO'TOLS TOUTOtS 

, ... I J.. \ \ t. ... \ \ ... \ 
EVELVaL 'raul, Kat TO. 'Ta~ ,apxwv Ka.L 1\0Xaywv Ka£ 

'" , A..,\ \ I , I I ~ \ F 516
TWV EV 'TO£S a.MOtS O'X7JfLaO'tV. EV JLEO'O'S DE 

, A tQ \ \ , JI I , 
aUTo£s ° jJaO'LI\EVS JLaxoJLEVOS E1TEO'E 1TapoVTWV fLEV 
PI ... Q \' t tJ I I ,
£1T1TWV TWV jJaO'£I\E£WV OIS OO'OV JLETEO'Tt Taxovs OVK 
,,. I ~\, A ,.. t I 

ayvoovfL€V, 1TapEXoVTWV DE aVT<p TWP t,1T1TOKOJLWV 
\ ~ I , Q' J.. \ 'e. ... ,

Ka£ OEofLEVWV avajJaVTa 'rvl\a~a£ TOtS 1TpaYfLaO'w 
t , t t;;!' , \ t , lie. r"" \ I 

EaVTov, 0 0 E£1TWV WS OVK asLOV ~1)V E1f£ TOO'OVTO£S' 
, , \ , J..~ \ \ "'0 "'" , ...

KE£JLEVO£S, avn 7'a'fVv "1'0 11'1\1) OS TWV E11' aVT<p 

KaTEVEX0' EVTWV EO'XE." 
R ii. 31 5. M~ I o15v JLo, AEYE'TW T£S oELMav ~ JLaAaKlav 

" Of. Sebasiianus' arguments before Adrianople for the 
formation of a corps d'6lite. Zos. 4. 28. 

b The Gothic invasions of the Balkan provinces, culminat. 
ing in the disaster a.t i\drianople. A.. D. 878.. 

e A deliberately selective account of Valens' death, 
approximating to the ~tory (Amm. Marc. 31. 13. 12) that he 

492 



ORATION XXIV, 2-5 

quest for well-being we have had recourse to human 
calculations: so bear with me, Sire, when I speak of 
our present ill-success, and attend to me if you think 
that I am talking sense; ifnonsense, then receive my 
good intentions favourably, but turn to some other 
counsel that is likely to be advantageous. 

3. Some people accuse our generals, others their 
men, asserting that the generals have not properly 
trained the men under their command, or that the 
men are naturally cowards.a I however cannot bring 
myself to say this, in view of the many battles they 
have fought and the way they have died in their 
ranks, and have stained with their blood Thrace, 
much of Macedonia and the greater part of Illyria. b 

4. Rain and time have erased those stains, but the 
piles of bones remain, and among them, so it is said, 
you can see those of generals and colonels and those 
of lesser rank, and in the midst of them the emperor 
fen fighting. The emperor's horses were there, and 516 ': 
we know how swift they can be, and the grooms 
offered them to him, begging him to mount and save 
himself for the empire, but he replied that it was 
wrong to live on after so many had fallen, and so he 
got, instead of a tomb, the massed heaps of the slain 
above him.c 

5. So let there be no talk of cowardice, weakness or 

fell in battle and his body was never found. Ammianus' 
alternative account, however. agrees largely with Zosimus 
(4. .24) and the Church historians (Soer. 4. 88. Sozom. 6. 
40, Theodoret 4. 31) who dwell upon divine vengeance. 
that Valens. wounded. sought refuge in a near-by farm and 
died when it was fired by a Gothic raidinlr party. A hint 
of this story may be found in 1TtIe~ 11"," u,&7pcp (§ 5, below), 
Eunaoius (V.S. D. 480) also regards the manner of his death 
as an' example of divine vengeance-but for the execution 
of the pagan philosopher. Maximus. 
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LIBANIUS 

'1\) \ I c:.'1 \ I " 8 I 
1] afl£I\ET1]u£av fl1]0E TO I(PE£TTOVS YE'YEV1JU 0.£ TOVS 
() ()I , ,.. , J. I )\'\, t I 
tJo.ptJapovs EW TaVTo. ava.,.,€pETW, 0.1\1\ a£ flEV 
.J.. I,.. ,...,,... I , 
.,.,VUELS TWV UTpaTtWTWV Kat TWV TOVTOLS E1T£UTa-

I ""''' 8 ' I \ c:.' \TOVVTWV Ta£s TWV Efl7TpOU EV 1Tapa1Tl\1]u£aL, KaTa oE 
\ 	 1 \ I '" Ifc:."" ,

T1]V TEXV1JV KaL T1]V E1T£flEI\E£aV ow EI(E£VWV OVX 
" c:.'I(: c:.'\ " ,,," " 
VUTEPOL, OOs1]S oE TOUOVTOS aVTO£S EPWS WUTE 
t,.., \ c:.' '.1. \ \ \ c:.' 1

OflOV Kavflan 1(0.£ O£'fE£ 1(0.£ 1F'Vp£ 1(0.£ UL01]P<f.J 
, \, \ tc:.'1 "J. '" , 1 

flaxofl€VOL T1]V TEI\EVT1]V 1]0£W T1]S 'fVY1JS EvoflLuav. 
,.. ,,. t '" , , ~" 

T<f.J 1701' ow 1]flWV 1F'E1TI\EOVEI(T1] KaUL ; OOI(E£ flO£ 
... t ~ ''I' " \"8	EWV ns 1Jfl£V 0P'YL~OflEVOS EKEWOLS UVfllTOI\EflELV. 

\ ~\ , \" '\ ~" 1 
T1]V 	 OE opY1JV 0 flO £ flal\tUTa OOKEL 1F'ElTOL1]I(EVaL 

<ppduw.
'E c:.' 1(: \ f \ '" , .. \ '\ \ I6• OEsaTO flEV V1TO Tn 1F'I\EVPC!- T1]V 1T1\1]Y1JV I

'I ' \ , ,.. "t" J. 1\ .IoVI\£avos EKELVOS lTELpWflEVOS T1]S EaVTOV .,.,al\ayyos F 517 .. 
'.1. \ ~ 8 \ \ \ If "fl'" \uvva'fa£ TO OLaU1F'aU EV 1(0.£ TOV L1T1TOV afla on KaL 

, '\" '\ ... '\' t c:.' \ I '" 
a1TE£l\a£s ElTL TOVTO El\aVVWV, 0 OE 1TPOU1F'(:UWV 1]V 

1R it 32 Kat Tpwuas I Ta;:1]v6s TLS JVTO'\~V 1T,\1JpWV Tip 

<1CPWV aVTWV apxovn. Tip o~ apa TOVTO flW06V 
II "\\ '" 1':t.' c:.'''' \

O~UELV EflEI\I\E 1Tap €KEWWV OLS/IV EV UlTOVOn TOV 
,,~ ) 8" , ,. "',,'
avopa a1TO aVE LV • XP1]uaflEvos ow KaLp<f.J T'[} TOTE 

uvflfldan Tapo.xfi Kai Tois aVtflOLS Kat 7fj 1T0,\,\fi 
1 \ ,(: , .... \8 7 t ~ \ '8 \ \ 1

KOVEL 1T1\1]<:>as 0171]1\ EV. • 0 oE EV VS flEV KaTE-

R .. I'" 1'8 ' \ \" 'fl"11. 	33 1F'EUEV, ElTE£T av LS ElTL TOV L1T1F'OV avo. as E1TE

flE,\liTO TWV UVfl<PEpoVTWV 7fj cpd'\ayy£ KaL 1'6 affla 

1 	 Tai1jvOS 7'LS Re., F. [MSS., except PB (7'atKVo, 7',.), Ba 
(Taravo. 7'L,). I (T<l.1jvons. before corrections). La (7'at1jv GO'l'Ls)]. 
XPLO'TLavo. 7'L. ('onj. Olearius, Cobet. 

a This account of Julian's death repeats that in Or. 18. 
268 ff. The details agree largely with those 'of Ammianus 
(26. 3) and diner significantly fro,rn the story of Or. 1. 133. 
Julian's death quickly became a subject of apocryphal 
stories. of which Gregory Nazianzen (lnt·ective. ~. 18) pro
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ORATION XXIV, 5-7 


lack of training, if you please. Let the barbarian 
victory not be imputed to this. The morale of the 
soldiers and their officers was like that of their fore
bears, and they were no whit inferior to them in 
skill and training. Their love of glory was such that 
they fought heat and thirst, fire and sword, and pre
ferred death to flight. How then have the enemy 
gained the upper hand of us? I am convinced that 
some god is angered with us and tights on their side, 
and of what I believe to be the cause of this anger I 
will go on to speak. 

6. Our renowned Julian received that blow in the 
side as he strove to unite part of his line that had 
broken," spurring his horse towards them, cheering 
and threatening. The assailant who inflicted the 
wound was a Taiene,b acting in obedience to their 
leader's command. This action, indeed, would prob
ably secure for the chief a reward from the people who 
were keen to have him killed. So he made the most 
of the opportunity offered by the prevailing con
fusion and the winds and swirling dust to strike him 
and retire. 7. He fell immediately but then re
mounted and supervised the dispositions for the 
safety of the line, and though he saw his blood 

vides the earliest examples. Gregory gleefully canvasses 
the possibility of Christian responsibility, which Libanius 
here alleges and Sozomen (6. 2) regards as probable. Hence 
the pagan assertion that it was murder. Of. Buttner-Wobst, 
Philologul, 51 (1892). pp. 561 if. t "Der Too des Kaisers 
Julianus." 

b The Taienes were a tribe of Saracens (Sozom. 6. 1. also 
has a story of Saracen responsibility). These. ad:ing inde
pendently of Romans and Persians alike, were often the 
cause of border incidents. Libanius here hints that the 
Saracens were hired by Christian dignitarIes on the Rom!!.!! 
side. 
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(I Of. Amm. Marc. 25. 3. 
b Jovian-left contemptuously unnamed by Libanius in 

the Orations. 
c The argument is resumed from Or. 18.274 f. 
d The disgrace of this treaty is emphasized by contem

porary historians (Amm. Marc. 25. 9. Eutrop. 10. 17. Ruf. 
Fest. Bre'/). 29) and even by Church historians (Soer. 8. 22). 
Christian propaganda (Greg. Naz. Inv. 2. 15. Aug. Oi'/). 
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gushing out, he did not stop busying himself with 
such considerations until he lost consciousness. So 
he was carried to his tent and, when all around him 
stood weeping, he was the only one to shed no tear. 
He uttered no word of regret for his campaign but 
commended himself for it, and remarked that he was 
sorry, not at the necessity of dying, but at leaving his 
army leaderless. Then, with his gaze already on the 
gods to whom he was soon to be translated, he gave 
up his life.a 8. Another man took his place as em
peror.b He should have supported his dead pre
decessor without delay, and should have marked the 
commencement of his reign by punishing his death, 
but he decided that this was superfluous and point
less. So the dead body was brought home, to the 
jeers of those who had contrived such a crime. In 
the many peace parleys held with the Persians not a 
whisper was heard that any of them had been rewar
ded for the murder, even though a reward was to be 
expected.c . 

9. I feel that the gods were angered against that 
emperor and so he was compelled to make peace on 
terms such that the enemy gained more than they 
could ever have dreamed of,a the whole of Armenia, 
the acquisition of the important frontier city of 
Nisibis, and many strong fortresses. 6 10. However, he 
may not have been able to institute such an enquiry 
for reasons that I think are obvious, the speedy death 

Dei, 4. 29) tried to throw the blame on Julian, but the fact 
was that this was one of the rare occasions when the Romans 
were compeiied to cede territory by treaty, and the disgrace 
was thus more apparent. 

, Nisibis and fifteen fortresses, with large tracts of terri
tory in Mesopotamia, were ceded under this treaty (Amm. 
Marc. 25. 7. 9, Zos. S. 81). 
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a Jovian died after only un eight-month reign, before 
reaching Constantinople (Amm. ~5. 10. lz). 

b Valentinian and Val..ns: cf. Or. 19. 15. 

49B 



ORATION XXIV, 10-12 


that befell him a : but when the two brothers came to 
the throne,b there was the same slackness in avenging 
him. They showed great concern about his tomb, 
and for the expense it involved also, but still they were 
ready to meet it, and sent supervisors whom they 
questioned on their return. In short, their desire was 
to appear enthusiastic for a magnificent memorial 
for him.c 11. So far, so good; not so the sequel, for 
they did not so much please by their action as dis~ 
please by their inaction. It would have been better 
for them to have done what they shirked and to 
have shirked making such arrangements in prefe~ 
rence to behaving as they actually did. Nobody is 
pleased with a handsome monument to innocent vic
tims of murder as much as with the punishment of 
the murderer. Wen, it was the current story that the 
murderer was from our side, and that it was a 
scandal that he was not brought to book, but they 
were not moved by it as they should have been, and 
they did not summon the members of their council 
to make enquiries into the murder, even though the 
disasters they suffered constantly reminded them of 
the matter. 12. The Sarmatians crossed the 
Danube with no fear of the invincible army of the 
senior of the two,d and they ravaged the wholly 
prosperous province of Illyria, and transferred to 
their own country all that prosperity, the fruits of 
many a long year. One may well wonder at the 

C Julian's body was brought home immediately and 
buried In Tarsus (Or. 18.306, Amm. 25. 9, Zos. 3.34), in a 
royal cemetery (Philostorg. H.E. 8. 2). A much later story 
speaks of his burial among the royal tombs at Constantinople 
(Cedren, p. 804). 

Ii Sarmatians and Qua(ii invade Valentinian 's Illyrian 
provinces. A.D. 874 (Amm. Marc. 29. 6. 6). 
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1 all inserted F. (V); om. Re. (other M88.). 

2 u.:rapxov conj. Olearius. 

a Probus (Amm. Marc. loco cit.). Ammia.nus describes 
him as prae/ectus praetorio in A.D. 374,' his consulship 
occurring in A.D. 871. The confusion of title is probably the 
deliberate act of Libanius, to dramatize the seriousness of 
the disaster, ra.ther than due to manuscript corruption. 
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grief of the local governor a that caused him to be of 
the opinion that his was a year of mourning, not of 
consular rank: but what must we consider the ori
gin of such venturesome activities by our inferiors? 
13. In my opinion, it is to be found here. Also, the 
revolt of the pretender, that brought the cities to 
utter disaster and caused the junior of the two em
perors to inflict and to experience great suffering, may 
be ascribed to the same cause b-and much more 
so in the case of the revolt that followed.o Procopius 
at least, whatever else he might be, was a relative of 
Julian. In fear and hiding and in daily expectation 
of arrest, fleeing from the death he anticipated, he 
made his final throw j but for men, on whom he had 
lavished kindness, to whom he had granted honours 
and whom he accounted his friends, for them to share 
his table and yet engage in such a plot against him, 
this must surely arise from the cause I have assigned. 
14. The bloodshed both here d and in Rome denotes 
the wrath of heaven, II and in consequence of this some 
met their doom and others expected it. Panic 
reigned over land and sea. I am not criticizing the 
emperors: they were within their rights to impose 
on proven criminals the penalty prescribed by law, 
but the very fact that countless people proved deserv
ing of the extreme penalty, and that the majority of 

b Procopius revolted against Valens in Asia Minor late in 
A.D. 365 (Amm. Marc. 26. 5 ff., Zos. 4. 5 ff.). 

C Identified by Reiske with Eugenius' revolt of A.D. 895. 
by FOrster (vol. 72. p. 508) with that of Procopius-both 
wrongly. Or. 1. 171, a ~arallel passage written at almost 
the same time as this; S••ows that t}1e reference is to the 
conspiracy of Theodorus in A.D. 871, which Valens punished 
with Ilreat severity. If In Antioch. 

• The reign of terror conducted by Maximinus against 
the Roman senate (Amm. Marc. 2B. 1). 
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1 ifoOIlOIl F., Olearius, Cobet: .foO~OIJ Re. (MSS.). 

a The overrunning by the Goths of the Balkan provinces 
after Adrianople. Libanius' language is a reminiscence of 
his descriptions of the ravaging of Gaul before its deliverance 
by Julian. Of. also Zos. 4. 25. 2. 

b This passage indicates that the date of composition of 
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them belonged to families of renown, confirms my 
assertion that the world is harassed by some super
natural power. 

15. These last disasters are obviously those of an 
ill-starred people. We have lost twenty-five pro
vinces,a and the natives who lived outside walled 
towns have been taken off as prisoners, while those 
inside eat up everything they have and then, when 
they die of starvation, they are not even buried, but 
their relatives drag them up to the top of the wall and 
throw the poor wretches down from there, naked. 
16. Such is the carnival that the Goths have held. 
Up to now they used to shiver every time they heard 
mention of the Romans' skill in warfare, but now they 
are victorious, and we die, nobly and as befits brave 
men, but perishing all the same. And now that those 
who have spent their lives in arms have gone, we 
resort to our peasantry, We can expect the worst 
and have no gleam of hope unless you take my 
advice, Sire, and do away with what I affirm to be the 
cause of our troubles,b 

17. Some persons, I suppose, will say that I am 
inventing a murder that never happened, for, accord
ing to them, his murderer was one of the enemy, 
Now I will not argue the point that a Persian would 
never have dared to come into the midst of our army 
unless bent on suicide, or that if their numbers had 
been greater, the number of these killed would have 
been greater too. The fact remains that he 'was the 
only one to be killed, and no one near him and none 

this oration is before November A,D. 379, when the victory 
of the imperial forces over Goths, Alans and Huns wa"s 
announced. So Forster (vol. 2, p. 509) and Olearius (in 
Fabricius, Bibl. G1', vii. 145), For peasantry cf. Themist. 
Or. 14. p. 181 B. 
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of his bodyguard suffered a scratch, nor indeed was 
likely to, since Julian was the prize and Julian the 
target against whom he was despatched. 18. I 
repeat what I have stated previously a: since that 
time there have many embassies to the Persian king, 
and it is the usual thing for Persians to plume them
selves on the recollection of their successes, and they 
often tell the tale of the disasters they have caused 
the Romans and of any emperor they have slain. Yet 
neither the Persian king himself, nor any of his 
generals nor any private individual even is known to 
have claimed 'for any Persian the responsibility for 
his death. 19. It is said that there is no represen
tation of this even in the picture,b where it certainly 
would have appeared if this was how it happened, 
since it would have been so much to their credit, but 
he appears there as a lion breathing out fire. They 
have depicted all that they suffered, but they have 
not added anything they knew they had not done, 
nor did they take credit for what had not occurred. 
20. The most telling point is that Victor, Salustius and 
the rest of the envoys sent to arrange a peace settle
ment were asked by Sapor if the Romans were not 
ashamed to have shown no concern for avenging 
Julian after he had been the only one to fall. That is 
the clearest possible indication of the real nature of 
the business. Why!" he exclaimed, "when one H 

of my commanders was killed, I flayed alive the men 
who failed to die at his side, and I sent their heads to 
console his kinsmen." Sapor would never have used 

silmtio is open to question. Philostorgius. for instance. 
asserting that Julian's killer was himself cut down by a 
member of the emperor's bodyguard. 

b Of. Or. 18. 805, where the Persians are said to have 
depicted Julian as a thunderbolt, 
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1 ~6vov ){ss. except U: '~ol'€a F. (U). 
a E'XE'I'E F., Cobet: Eramo Re. (MSS.). 

a For members of at least two missions to the Persians, 
apparently combined by Libanius. cf. Amm. Marc. ~5. 7. 7 
and 19. He appears to have obtained this Information at 
first-hand. either from Salustius, whom he met on his return 
and with whom he corresponded after Julian's death, or 
from Victor, who visited him during the reign of Valens 
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ORATION XXIV, ~0-~4 

such words of reproof if the deed had been done by 
one of the enemy, for how could they punish anyone 
they could not lay their hands on ?a 

~1 . If then he died by a spear thrust, and this was 
not inflicted by a Persian, it follows that the murderer 
was one of our people, who did themselves or some
body else b a good turn by assassinating him so that 
the religion of the gods should fall into dishonour, for 
they almost burst with rage at the honour in which it 
was held. 

22. But there has been none to come forward as 
accuser or informant, it may be retorted. But for al1 
that, you c ought to investigate the matter and sit in 
judgement upon it for many a day without relaxing. 
To those who were reluctant to produce proof though 
able to do so, you should have applied suasion, en
couragement and incentive. You ought to offer 
rewards, promise gifts and, by Heaven! use threats 
so as not to let "l;hem stay silent. ~3. If you did this, 
you would have plenty to proclaim the news and to 
inform you who it was who engineered the assassina
tion, who first got wind of it, by what arguments the 
murderer was induced to act, the amount of the 
bribe, the accessories to the crime, where he betook 
himself after inflicting the wound, and the identity 
of those boon companions who shared in his triumph. 
~4. If you made no move, obviousiy the safest course 
for anyone who could set up a hue and cry was to 
keep his mouth shut. Had the emperors stirred 

(Or. 2. 9). Sanor's habit of flavin!! his subiects alive as 
punishment for 'cowardice or sur;encler is noted in Or. 18. 
228. 

b Jovian. 
c The joint emperors after Vaiens: death, Gratian and 

Theodosius. 
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(I A sneer at the gossip about the divine revelation of 
Julian's death current among the Christians (c/. Sozom. 
H.E. 6.2). By insinuation, this is held to be tantamount to 
plotting against him. 

b Lyaceus, prQverbial1y sharp"eyed: ct. Pindar, Nern. 10. 
60 if., Theocr. 27. 137 if. 

t Libanius takes his illustration from the procedure then 
in operation at Antioch, where these minor officials exercise 
some rudimentary powers of police. The eighteen local 
tribt>.$ of which the city was composed (Or. 11. 231. 19. 62) 
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ORATION XXIV, 24-26 


themselves, if the governors made it plain that they 
would not cease their enquiries until the secret came 
to light, it very quickly would have come to light, for, 
as it was, there were mutterings in dark corners to 
tell how the whole business was contrived.a Such 
people considered it the height of folly, when 
persons who were in duty bound to show their dis
pleasure failed to do so, for others to ask for trouble 
in their uncertainty whether their action would meet 
with any approval and in their fear that some harm 
even might be the consequence. 25. Before now, 
wayfarers have been murdered, the killers have gone 
off and enjoyed themselves on the proceeds, and there 
was nobody to hand them over to the law, but the 
judge did not give up the case as hopeless and doze 
off' because no prosecutor appeared. No! he moved 
heaven and earth, let nothing go by default and 
resolutely applied the sharp eye of intuition. b As a 
result, murderers have been arrested when they were 
sure that the crime was beyond proof of any kind. 
26. The truth has been discovered about many such 
crimes committed both in cities and far from human 
habitation. The watch committee do not think it 
enough merely to consign the victim to his grave, 
but they approach the governor, make their deposi
tion and describe the incident, and he thinks it his 
duty to have the miscreant brought to book./) 

I'till retained some corporate existence in his day (el Or. 
11. ~45t 5. 48 f.). These ppimelp.fae. probably of ('urial 
standimr. are resnonsible to the {tovernor for the maintenance 
of publiC order and services (e.g.. Or. ~8. 11, they are called 
upon, under threat of physical punishment, to produce the 
culprits after the riots of A.D. 887. Or. 88. 85 r., on the 
governor's instructions, they enforce the order increasing the 
public lighting of Antioch). 
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ORATION XXIV, 27-29 


27. So, if we are to be so zealous for any Tom, 
Dick or Harry, shall we not avenge this prince with
out peer? If provincial governors have the power to 
bring such matters to light, shall your imperial 
power be ineffective in the quest? No indeed! Just 
show that you will be glad to have the fellows 
arrested, and people will appear to hand the beasts 
over to you, once you rid them of the fear that they 
may suffer some harm in consequence of the wealth 
the murderers have amassed from their positions of 
office. The fact is, without a word of exaggeration, 
that though they ought to be punished for a murder 
like this, they have reaped the fruits of office, as if 
it were the Persian king they had murdered. 

28. Thus, even if your neglect of punishment has 
not produced the disastrous results I have just 
related, you ought certainly to give some attention 
and provide some such protection for those who are 
summoned to' the throne. By the imposition of 
punishment you will put a stop to such criminals, but 
if you let them go scot free, you will stir up for your
selves-just what, I will forbear to mention: it does 
not bear thinking upon! So I have come today, on 
the face of it, to speak on behalf of Julian, but in 
fact, on behalf of' yourselves, the living emperors. 
By punishing hjs death, you cannot give him back 
his life, but you can at least protect your own. So 
ensure that your soldiers risk their lives for their 
leaders, or, if they refuse to do so, that at least they 
do not behave like enemies towards them. 

29. If a general or military officer had met some 
such fate, I would expect you to attack their murder-
ers, in case the continuance of the practice should 
result in a progression from lesser victims to the 
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a After their great victory over the Romans at Adrianople 
the Goths raided a~ far as the environs of Constantinople. 
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greatest. As things are, it was against the head of 
state that that horseman and his steel delivered the 
stroke in the heat of battle, sent upon that errand by 
a wicked cabal from some foul tent of dire conspiracy. 
Sire, there may perhaps be yet other rascals lurking 
in a solitary tent, enemies of their own leaders. 
Nature could never improve them, but fear perhaps 
may restrain them. 

30. But to revert to my point: even if no danger 
to the empire were involved, it would still be right 
and proper for you to put an end to their enormities 
by means of your anger at what they have done. In 
fact, however unwilling you may be, you cannot help 
doing so. These aggressors who inspire panic in the 
inhabitants of Rome itself, though they be many 
days' distance removed from it, counsel you to take 
thought for avenging him; and when that is done, 
there will be no more trouble from the Goths.a 

31. Did the deceased really deserve to be so highly 
esteemed by the gods, it may be asked. He did 
indeed. It is an old habit of theirs to show their 
displeasure over persons foully wronged. The ven
geance for the misdeeds of individuals often ex
tends over the whole community.b The Athenians 
were smitten with plague because of the death of 
Androgeos and they presented the father of the 
victim with the tribute of twice seven of their chil
dren, even though the perpetrators of the deed were 

With sophistic exaggeration, Libanius concentrates upon the 
apprehension inspired by this event in Rome itself~ 

b An adaptation of Or. 16. 50 f•• with its references to the 
divine retribution following the offences of Oedipus, Aga
memnon and the lesser Ajax. In the earlier passage they 
had served to underline offences against Julian in hi" life
time: here, after his death. 
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~ I~ ,<, R 1\ ,,' '" 
o!EaK€OaaTO KaL ° TO, fJEI\TLaTa l7apaLVWV fJ-ETa TWV 

, 8/ 'e I 33 , "AOV l7€LCT EV'TWV ES El7L1TT€. • TLI TOVS avv "'10,
I t\ / 'T" '\ t I
I

fJ-€fJ-VOVL EI\OVTas TTJV pOLav al7WI\WEV; 0 XELfJ-WV. 

R ii, 55 rTJv I ed,AaTTaV oE TtS Jg'fJ-TJVEV; ~.A()TJva. OLa F 529 
I " " \ K I ~ A" ITL; OTL TWV l7EpL aaavopav taV'TL l7€l7paYfJ-EVWV 
, "\ R' I ~ ~ I f/ , ~ \ '" 

OUK El\afJE TO aTpaTOl7EOOll OLKTJV1 Wal7€p OUOE VVV 
t "" J.. I 1"" 'II'

TJfJ-EtS TOU
A 

't'0VOV. EtT OLETat
I 

TLS TTJV ptafJ-0v 

K6pTJV TLfJ-LWT'pav rfj •ABTJvij. yEv~aBat 1TPOTEPOV ~ 
VUV al7aaL TOLS BEOtS TOUTOV; ~s oE lv AEVKTPOLS 

ifTTTJS ~s dVEAl7LaTOU, fLEe' ~V €fJ-€LVE KELfJ-lV1) TWV 
~ / t , \ , , 1'~ \ \ ,

AaKEOaLfJ-oVLWV 'YJ 170MS, TLS OUK OWE TTJV apXTJv 
, , • '8Kat TTJV Vl70 EatV; 

G Of. Plut. Thes. 15, Paus. 1. 27. 10., Androgeos, son of 
:VIinos, was killed by the Athenians while visiting a festival. 
In punishment Minos exacted the annual tribute of seven 
boys and seven girls destined for the Minotaur. From this 
foUows the story of Theseus and Ariadne. 

b OJ. Aristoph. Wasps, 1446 and scholiast. 
C Odysseus: ('/. Homer, Ocl. 19. 970 if. 
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a mere handful.a Thebes, too, was visited with plague 
because of the murder of Laius, yet this death was 
caused by the hand of Oedipus alone. There was 
famine in Delphi when Aesop was murdered there be
cause ofone of his jests. How many do you think were 
the murderers ?But for aU that, it was the whole city 
that suffered from famine, and their one remedy was 
to pay the penalty.b 32. Well then? Has not the 
manner of Julian's death and this neglect of it aroused 
the anger of the gods against the Romans, if Apollo's 
wrath was kindled against the Achaeans because 
Chryses did not have his daughter restored to him 
by one of them, or if Helios was so wroth, because 
of a few oxen, that he threatened the rest of the 
gods as he did, unless the offenders were punished? 
The act was that of men starving, but, for all that, 
their ship was shattered by the thunderbolt, and the 
man who had given the best counsel was hurled over
board along with tllem that had refused to listen to 
him.c 33. The storm caused the deaths of those who 
had shared in the sack of Troy with Agamemnon, 
but it was Athena who roused the sea to madness. 
And her reason? That the army had not punished 
the outrage that Aj a x had committed upon Cassan
dra, just as now we have failed to exact punishment 
for this murder. Yet can it be thought that Priam's 
daughter was then more precious to Athena than 
Julian now to all the gods? And for tl1at unlooked
for defeat at Leuctra after which the state of Sparta 
remained prostrate, everyone knows the source and 
the reason,'z 

Ii Of. Pluto Pelop. 20. Diod. Sic. 15. 54. A legendary 
curse laid upon the Spartans was held to have had a potent 
influence in ensuring their defeat at Leuctra. 
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34. MEA!t, p..tAft Kat TEOvEcirrwv av8pcfmwv Tots 
f) " l' a 'I'" l' \ ... y.... " '8 IfOLS', W fJaa,,\£V, W" Kat TOLS' ,-,waw En av PW7TOtS 

f\ Q 1\ , II ) "" ,... ....t 
IJ-EI\EtV fJOUI\O£VT avo f' of p..1] TOUTO TOtOUTOV '111,
", '" 'M I " '01 0\ IOUT all EtS aKapWlI V7JaouS' 1]yayov OUS' E aup..a

" ", ) .- \ I " fI I 
aav OUT av OaTa l\oyWtS' ET~p..1]aaVJ wa7Tt:p TO. TE
'0 I I 0. I 35 \... l' \pEaTOU TaTE '::;'1]aEWS. • Kat vvv otp..at TOVS' 

e \ \\ I e I, ... f ... '... ,.
EOVS' 7TOl\I\aKtS' EV TatS' aVTWV aropatS' 7TE7TOt1]a at 

R .. 56 \ , <I "e l' l' " e I
11. I\OYov a TE E7Ta EV OUTOS' wv Ttf. 1]'TUX1]aE TE VEWS',


J.. I , , ... '\\1\ ,\ 

IJ-E~'t'0IJ-EVOVS TE Kat 1TapaKal\OVVTas al\l\1]l\ovs E7T£ 


\ ~ I " f)' \"I: <IE ...
'T'fJV otK7JV. Et rap P1]VOV IJ-EV a~ tOS' KTWP T<P 
A \ ~ \ , \ "'f) .... (j '" ) 'I'" ~ , f
U.L£ ota TO 1T1\7J OS TWV vatwv, ErKal\EtTat DE 0 

Z \ t \ " 'A(j "" ... 'O~' I \ IEVS V1T0 'T'fJS' '7Jvas €V TOtS ovaaEWS 1Tl\aVOtS 
t , 'I'" ) B I (j I I ,\ , ... 

WS' ap,EI\<.t)V av pw1TOV TE VKOTOS, Twa ELKOS Etp7J
,'J ... \ If' ... (E \ \ , F 1(30a (jat 1TEpL TOVTOV TOV To,S a1TaV'TWV TWV l\I\'fJvwv v 

Jv TOtS' OEKa1 
€TEat 1TapEA8oV'Tos 8valas; 36. 00

" tIt... \ a' " \TOS rap EaTtY 0 IJ-EpLaas aVTOV TOll fJWV EtS TE Tas 
t \ ... ff\ a' \" \ \ \ a \

V1T€P TWV OI\WV fJovl\as ELS' TE TaS' 1TEpt TOVS' fJWIJ-OVS 
~ a' l' t 'I... I (\,
otaTP'fJas, OVTOS 0 TEI\ETatS IJ-uptalS oIJ-t/\YjaaS' 
« I .,. < t \ ... t,a I < ... 
oatlJ-Omv, OVTOS 0 V7TEp TWV VtJpUIIJ-€VWV tEPWV 

R ii. 57 aTEv&.gas I ~EV EWS TOUT' €g~v IJ-0VOV, 01TAWV 8~ 
t .1, I ,~ , , ... '" t,

a't'aJ.l,EVOS E7TEt01] Ka£pos 1Tap7JV, OUTOS' 0 TO. KaTE
, " ~ \ " I , ' '''' OKaIJ-p..Eva p..EV a7TODOVS TO~S XWPWLS' J TIlS Ttp..as OE 

,I ,... _'" \ <I _~ (\
Kat TOVTOIS KaL TOtS (l/\/\OtS a1Taaw, OUTOS 0 TO 
{jl , , ~ fI , J.. ... I 
VVELV Kat 01TEVOEW wa1TEp EK 'f'VYTJS KaTararWV, 

'f' f \ It \. J 
OVTOS 0 TaoS 1TE7TaUIJ-Evas EOpTIlS avaVEwallp..EVOS J 

.. 8 '" t , " ... 8 f ... I IR 11. 5 OVTOS 0 TOUS E7TL 'T'{} Epa7TELq, TWV KpELTTOVWV 
~J _~ f ~ ... , ~ I''I'

KtVoVVOVS' aVEI\WV, OuTOS 0 IJ-TJuaIJ-ov 'T'YJv otavo£av 

1 OEKa. Re. (MSS.): ovo r., CobeL 

<I Orestes, c/. Herod. 1.67. Theseus, Pluto Thea. 36, Oi
nLan, 8. tJ Homei, Iliad, 24. 66 ff., Od. 1. 59 if. 

C Julian himself (E.L.F. No. Ill, 434 d) dates his con
version to A.D. 351. Libanius here adopts the round figure 
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34. Yes, Sire. The gods are concerned about men 
even when they are dead, and they would wish men 
still alive to show concern for them too. Were it not 
so, they would never have translated those they 
admired to the Islands of the Blest, nor would they 
have honoured their bones with oracles, as they did 
with those of Orestes and Theseus.a 35. And now, I 
believe, the gods in their assemblies have taken note 
of Julian's fate and his neglect after death, and they 
are indignant and call upon each other to avenge 
him. If Hector deserved to be lamented by Zeus 
because of his many sacrifices, if Zeus is accused by 
Athena during the wanderings of Odysseus for 
neglecting a man who had sacrificed to him,!) what 
were the remarks they made about Julian, do you 
think, since he in ten years offered more sacrifices 
than all the rest of the Greeks put together? c 36. He 
it was who divided up his life into preoccupation for 
the state and devotion to the altars, associating with 
gods in countless initiations, mourning for our 
desecrated temples, while ever mourning was all 
that he could do, but then, when the opportunity 
came, taking up arms for them. He restored the 
ruined temples to their places, and he restored their 
ritual to them and an others: he brought back, as 
it were from exile, sacrifice and libation, and re
newed the festivals that had fallen into abeyance. 
He did away with the danger that was attached to 
the worship of the higher powers, never allowed his 

of ten Veal'S t.o describe the period from then until his death 
as a p~rallel to the ten years' war at Troy, implied in the 
references to Hector and Odysseus. Julian's career is thus 
presented as one of prolonged religious struggle. The con
jecture ovo, referring specificaliy to his reign as Augustus, 
loses the point of this literary allusion. 
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, , ,. 11 0'" , ''l' \
I t
a1TOaT1]O'OS T1]S 1TEpt €WV €VVOLaSI OUTOS 0 'ITO/\.
\ .... 'i; \ , , \ \ \ I ~, >I , \ 
/\.WV Eb€/\.aaac; ax/\.vv Kat 1TaVTWV 0 aVI € t fL'fJ 

'lTpoa7TfjAO€ • 

37. TOVTOU at' P.EV P.EA€(., ~aO'(.AE'i ~a(1LAEWS, 6JS 
f , 'AfJ'" ~ \ .. ... A \ fJ \ ~ \ \

OP.OTEXVOU, 7]VCf oE 71J TOV utoS vyaTpt ota T7JV 
<ppoVTj(Jw, fEpp.n oE oUl TOUS {II 'lTamv E'OE(Jt
\ , 1M' c:- \ ~ \ \" .. ~ \'A ' ~ I\oyovs, OV(JatS OE ota TO. E1T'T], TP of. PTf.P.('OL F 531 
~ 	 \ \ J.. ' IIA \:' \ I:' \ '{, \ ,
aLa T7JV (JW""'P0(JVVTjIl, pEL OE am T7JV €V 'lTOM.P.OLS 

, I "fI t/ I , I Q
ap€T7Jv' OS a'ITall OVTW YEVOS €Ta'IT€WW(JE /-,ap-
Q ' f' _"'I. \ " \ \... ,/-,apwv V'11' al\l\ep T€ apxwv KaL TO '11'av KT7J(Jap.€oVOS, 

R ii. 59 W(JT€ rljv IT€P(JWII p.Ev €'11't(JTpaTw(Jas I avd.aTaTOV 
" \ 1:" ,J.. ' \ , , ...

€'11'0£E£, TO. a 6j1EO'T7JKOTOS KaL '11'apOVTOS 'Y)p€JLOVVTa 
, ,\" \ 'J.. ' \ f IyEVTj TaVTOV €'11'0LEL Kat a..,..€UT7JKOTOS. Ka(. 0 JL€V 

€yyus BapvAwvos K€A7](JtV ~ywvofJ€TE(') pa(JtAEUS oE
fp ... , .. fp , 'J:. I:' \I

wp.aLos EV Y11 wJLaLwv OVK 'Iv, 7TaVTa OE 
C' I r ' , '" "'" " ~I7](JVXa':,EV aVT£ T7]S 7Tapoucnas apKovvToS TOU OEOVS, 
!II \ I:' \ \ \ IT' .\' , ,o 	Kat OLa TO TOUS Ep(Jas El\aWE(.V €V€7TOL€oL. 

"8 IT .. l' f " A Q ,\" ,v. as OW 0 JLET €K€WOII /-,autl\ €vS t(JTW xapLV 
,J.. 1\ " \ \ I:' \ \ f A

O..,..€LI\WII €KEI.VCfJ. TOVTt 'Yap 07] Ka(. at 'YvvaU<ES 
1I JI tf ..... \ I ..... fIT"€L7TO£€V av, OTt TOU JL'Y) '11'aVTa TUUTU €WU£ EP(JWV 
,,.,,, '" 'r 'f '" 
EKE£VOS ULTtOS. Ka£ OUT€ TELXt':,OP.EII OUT€ (JLTOV 
€oi(JKOP.(.,op.EfJa OVT€ 7T0'i 7TAEVUUVTas (JWfJfjVUL UKO

R ii. 60 '11'0VJL€V I OV7'£ <po~ep (JVVO(.KOVP.€oV OVT€ p.~ TL (JVJLPn 
TO£OO7'OII oroI' Kat ~7Ti TWV 7TPOYOVWII O€OotKap.€oV, 
"., .. fJ ' fJ I 'J..' fOtS €oil Tep €aTpep (JVYKU 'Y)JLEVO('S €'jIE(.UT7JKE(Jav ot 

1 1tEP' Re., Olearius (MSS.): 1tapa. F. 
2 €vvolas Re., Olearius (API): €vvolas F. (other :&1S8.). 

a 	 Of. Libanius' language in Or. 1. 118 f. 
b 	 Of Or. 17.22. . 
c Julian as poet, cf, Or, 12. 55~ ibid. 99, IS. 74. Amm. 

Marc. 16.5.7. E.L.F. pp. 218 if. 
Ii i.e" as Caesar under Constantius until A.D. 361, and as 

Augustus thereafter. 
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intellect to be diverted from his consideration of the 
gods, dispersed the mist that enveloped so many, 
and would have done the same for us all, had he not 
been untimely taken from us.a 

37. Zeus is concerned for him, an emperor for an 
emperor, as one of his own craft b : Athena, Zeus' 
daughter, also, because of his gifts of intellect: 
Hermes, because of his oratory of every kind; the 
Muses, because of his poetry C: Artemis, because of 
his continence, and Ares, because of his valour in 
war. He brought the whole brood of barbarians to 
such straits, both as a ruler under another and as 
ruler supreme,d that in his campaign he made a 
wilderness of Persian territory, and provinces, at peace 
while he was present and in control of them, behaved 
in exactly the same way when he had left. He in
stituted horse races before the walls of Babylon,e and 
there was no Roman emperor in the Roman empire, 
but everything was just as peaceful as if he were 
there in person, for the fear he inspired by his harry
ing of the Persians was enough. 

88. So let everyone of his successors acknowledge 
the debt he owes him. Our womenfolk too would 
agree that it was due to him that all this region does 
not belong to Persia. We build no walls, we import 
no stocks of com, we do not look round for a place of 
refuge to which we can sail: we do not live with fear 
to keep us company, nor are we afraid that any such 
disaster will befall us as occurred in the days of our 
ancestQrs, when they were attacked as they sat in 
the th~atre by archers who had occupied the moun

e 0/: Or. 1. 133. 18. 249; Ruf. Fest. Br8'V. 28; Sozom. 
If}? 6. 1. This incident actually occurred before Ctesiphon. 
Libanius' classical allusiveness causes the change. 
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t.' \ >I \ ,I.' I '\\' ,~, ~ , \ T"532
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~ <I I f~ I t:J ~ 1"
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..... I ..... ,' '" 1(\
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Q I~,. \ n """ t, ...7TpEajJELav owpa 7Tapa Epawv ayovaav, Ws aUTWV 

l' , I " T}v aKOVELV f:KELVWV; 

40. Ad-{3E 7TE'pav J (jj {3aO'LAEV, rils YV6J/-tT}S, a.~aL 
"" Q t:J1 I I I I "" I

TT}S jJo1juELas, KaL KEKTTJarJ TrJv TVX1JV. TOVTO aOL 
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R ii. 52 TOJlTas, TOVS o~ 'wVTas I €AKOVTas oovvaL TOLS F 53:} 
{3ovAO/-t€VOLS UJVE,aeaL, TOVTWV avvEcp~ETaL 'Iov
"\ \, t:J \ • ,~ I 1 'J.t:J \ I/\Lavos 1TaVTa KaULO'Tas pq,aLa TOVS P.EV 0'rua/\p.ovs 

TWV O'TpaTLwTwv OLacpf:vywv Tois a~ epyoLS yVWpL· 
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n YEVOLT av aLKatoTEPOV; T) OVVT}!lEVTWV, 0 fL1J YE

/I For this incident, which occurred at some date unknown, 
c. A.D. 250, c/. Amm. Marc. 23.5.3; Lib. Or. 60. 2-3, and 
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tain top.a And our confidence does not lie in our 
frontier defence force, for the best of them have 
been drafted to the war against the Goths. 

39. These are the gifts that Julian has bestowed 
upon us, the fruits of those labours and of that cam~ 
paign of his. He schooled those fellows who were 
tripping it over our land to fear for their own. In 
return for all this, and much besides that beggars 
description, will you not lend your aid, begin an in~ 
vestigation, and punish the murderers of the man who, 
next day, would have received an embassy with gifts 
from Persia, as we have been told by the Persians 
themselves? II 

40. Put my recommendation to the test, Sire. Be
gin to proffer such aid and you will have good for
tune. It will show you Thrace under cultivation and 
Thermopylae unbarred C ; it will restore the wander
ing exiles and alter what we now suffer in the way 
of defeat and rout. You will see these same soldiers 
scouring forest and caves, killing or taking captives 
alive to offer to those ready to buy. Julian will sup
port all this and will render its accomplishment easy I 
unseen by the eyes of the soldiers but recognizable 
by his deeds. 

41. In either case, it behoves you to be zealous in 
avenging him. You will either exact punishment 
after proof, and nothing could be fairer than that, or 
if, as I pray may not happen, the miscreants should 

the discussion in Downey, History oj Antioch in Syria, pp. 
fJ52 if. 

~ Of. Or. j, 188, 18. ~68 if, Soer. H.E. 3.21. 
c In the chaos following Adrianople the Goths had 

ravaged all Macedonia and Thessaly, i.e.• as far as Thermo
pylae, where a se!Di~permanent guard was instituted: cf. 
Zos. 4. 81; Themlst. Or. 84. 24 (p. 466 D). 
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VOtTO 1 TWV OeOpal«)trwv DUlSiivat 1(0,1'£1 1'7;v 1TpO· 
I l~ I , \ ,.. • 0 ' ,atpE(JtV EVOOI(£p,1}(JEts 1(0.£ 1Tapa TOtS' av PW1TotS I(at 
,., , \ "'0'" "0'" J:1Tap EI(EWcp I(at wapa TOtS' EotS', W(J a1TEp "V 

" 1 >I ttl \'A ,
av (JOt U.TtfLWprJp,EVcp, TaVTa E(JTa, ~I7EI\1JC1aVTt. 

1 G.v inserted F. (V), conj. Re., Monnier. 

522 




ORATION XXIV, 41 


be able to make their escape, you will gain fame 
in the eyes ofmen, of him, and of the gods because of 
your resolve, so that the blessings you would have 
obtained had you avenged him, will accrue to you 
because of your win to do so. 
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INDEX OF PROPER NAMES: A 
(Includes those contemporaries of Libanius to whom specific 
reference. whether by name or allusion. is made in the text. 
Numerals indicate the identifications proposed by Beeck, 
B.L.Z.G.) 

Alexander III, 197 

Anatolius I, 111 

Antoninus III, 81 

Apolinarius,408 

Arabius II, 275 

Argyrius, 285 

Aristophanes. 100-145 

Arsaces, 425, 458 


Barbatio, 311 

Basilina, 283 


Celsus I, 181, 299. 385 

Chnodomarius, 66, 319 

Cimon, 275 

Constans, 107 

Constantine, 55, 288 

Constantius (Chlorus), 55, 


283 

Constantius (Julius), 55, 121, 


288 

Constantius II, 55, 109, 117, 


141,233,257,287 f., 297, 

301,311,821 if., 847,353 
if., 875, 379, 889, 417. 451 


Decentius I, 341 

Dio~enes, 105 ff. 

Donon, 123 


Elpidius II, 123 

Eubulus, 227 

Eugenius IV, 107, 129 

Eusebia, 297 

Eusebius V, 379 


Felix II, 123 

Florentius I, 333 

Fortunatianus I, 109 


Gallus, 55, 283 fr., 379 

Georgius, 141 


Hecebolius, 287 

Helena (Aug.), 121 

Helena, 899 

Heracleius II, 267,388 

Hierius II, 105, 121 

Hormisdas, 451 f. 

Hortarius, 329 


Iamblichus,405 

Jovianus I, 467, 497 

Julian (,mVatU8), 5 fr., 51 if. 


288 fl.; (Oaesar), 13 if., 

59 fr., 261, 299 fr.; (Auflus

tU8), 21 n., 75 if., 115 ff. , 

151 fr., 211 if.• 261 if. 
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343ff.; (death), 253 ff., 

265 ff., 459 ff., 495 ff. 


Julianus (Julius). 283 


Libanius, 7,107,153 f., 181, 

207,243.275,287 f., 441 


Magnentius, 289, 301, 347 

Marcellus, 311 

Mardonius 1,285 

Maximus X, 9, 55. 123. 381 

Menander, 105 f., 115, 131 

Modestus, 113 f. 

M usonius I, III 


Nebridius 1,349 f. 

Neilus.413 

Nicocles. 165 


Parnasius I, III f. 

Paulus II, 111 f., 135, 377 f. 

Porphyry, 397 
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Priscus I, 71, 123 

Probus, 501 

Procopius II, 423. 455, 50 


Sallustius, 94, 265 

Salustius. 60, 335, 505 

Sapor, 431, 451, 463 f., 50, 

Sebastianus II, 423, 455 

Severus I, 311 

Silvanus, 299 

Sopater, 405 

Suomarius. 329 


Theodosius. 491 


UrsuIus, 379 


Vadomarius, 23, 349 

Val ens. 493, 499 ff. 

Valentinian, 499 ff. 

Victor I, 447. 505 




INDEX OF PROPER NAMES: B 
(Names derived from religion. mythology, classical history 

and literature) 

Achilles, 5. 67, 81, 153. 

169 f., 271, 821 


Admetus, 175 

Aeacus,5, 169 f. 

Aeneas, 255 

Aenesias, 47 

Aesop, 291, 515 

Agamemnon, 31, 169, 243, 


321, 893, 515 

Ajax (i), 271, 304, 317 

Ajax (ii), 243, 515 

Alcaeus,5 

AlcinoU/i, 13, 431 

Alexander, 123, 149, 175, 


208,268,271,453,481 

Alyattes, 479 

Amyntas, 175 

Anaxagoras, 55 

Androgeos, 513 

Antiochus, 263 

Antisthenes, 383 

Aphrodite, 139,267 
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