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PREFACE 

THE speeches in this volume are selected from those 
of the Theodosian age, and arranged in chronological 
order as far as possible. The choice of material is an 
individual one, dictated by a combination of con
siderations of length and relative ease of access to 
translations and studies elsewhere. Hence most of 
the orations which deal with matters specifically 
educational do not appear, and the reader is directed 
to the studies of P. Wolf and Festugiere where 
translations are already available. 

Two works of major importance for the study of 
Libanius have appeared in the interval since the 
appearance of Volume I. Of these, Antioch by 
J. H. W. G. Liebeschuetz, takes its place among the 
standard works on later Roman society, while the 
first volume of the Prosopograph!J of tke Later Roman 
Empire (cited throughout as PLRE) is an invaluable 
reference work for the major personalities of the 
4th century. This, however, does not entirely super
sede the work of Seeck, which remains the chief 
source of information for the correspondents of 
Libanius as a whole. It is also assumed that the 
reader will have access to Jones' Later Roman Empire 
for more detailed discussion of the problems can
vassed by Libanius. The edition of Libanius, Discours 

vii 
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moraux by Schoulel' appeared too late to be used in 
this volume. 

As in Volume I, the text is based on Foerster's 
collation of manuscripts. Reference to readings of 
Foerster (F.) and Reiske (Re.) is accompanied by in
dication of manuscript support, for which see Vol. I, 
pp. Iv f., and the introductions to the various orations 
in this volume. 

A. F. N. 
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ORATION 2 

TO THOSE WHO CALLED 

HIM TIRESOME 




2 

INTRODUCTION 

THIS oration was composed by Libanius in his 67th 
year, i.e. in A.D. 380/1, and refutes criticisms currently 
made against him in Antioch of his tiresome and 
cantankerous attitude. Such comments, duly re
ported to him by candid friends, appear to have 
come as a sudden shock to him, since they flatly 
contradict that reputation for affability and humanity 
which he had long enjoyed and for which Eunapius 
provides confirmation. An. almost contemporary 
account by Libanius himself of his situation at this 
time is provided in those sections of the Auto
biography which are appended to his original oration 
of A.D. 374. In these there is significant duplication 
of incidents referred to in the present oration a ; 

and the circumstances whereby Libanius found 
himself suddenly deprived of the support which he 
had previously enjoyed among the upper classes in 
Antioch may be explained by the series of deaths 
there related,!1 and by the hostility of principales, of 
whom Sabin us, a connection by marriage and his 
friend twenty years before, is now the clearest ex
ample.c 

In this speech, Libanius indignantly rejects such 

a i.e. Or. 1. 155-204: for the visit of Archelaiis cf. 1. 166 ; 
the batHe of Adrianopte. 1. 179. 

b Or. 1. 189 fr.; 188. cOr. 1. 190 fr. 
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criticisms. He points out his genuine affability 
towards the working class and the scrupulous 
punctilio he has always shown in his dealings with 
individuals of the administrative classes. He may, 
admittedly, have dilated upon his family background 
and his scholastic success, but his purpose had always 
been to stimulate and encourage friends and pupils. 
He confesses himself to be a staunch adherent of 
order in society, and therefore, in view of his open 
disapproval of the divisive tendencies of the age, 
naturally to be regarded as a laudator temporis acti, 
but his unpopularity on this account is confined to 
the parvenu and the nouveau-ricke. The social cri
ticisms which he has presented, upon the ruinous 
condition of the pagan religion, of the peasantry, or of 
the decurionate, and upon the corruption and in
competence revealed in both military and provincial 
administration, are only too clear from the facts. 
The last straw, of course, is the decline of the pres
tige of his Hellenic system of education, and the 
prominence currently given to the studies of Latin, 
law and shorthand. The studies of the classics 
naturally imbue the student with a genuine concern 
for the distress of suffering humanity, which is 
extended to cover the circumstances of the present 
day1 and the scholar is bound to deplore the upsetting 
of the balance of. society, unless and until some 
effort be made to remedy current abuses. In any 
case, his own criticisms have always been made with 
a practical end in view, that they should be trans
mitted to court for the emperors' attention, but his 
efforts to publicize the need for reform have always 
been frustrated by the self-interest or indolence of 
the notables at court. For example, his recent 

3 
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approach to the praetorian prefect upon the matter 
of recruitment to the curia had produced no reaction 
other than hostility. Since human support has failed, 
the sole recourse remaining is to intercede with the 
gods for the relief of present abuses. 

These arguments mark a significant recognition 
by Libanius of his growing insecurity. The under~ 
lying theme of the whole oration is that of the 
comparison of the present with the prosperous order 
of the reign of Julian, but the call for avenging the 
murder of Julian, with which he had welcomed the 
accession of Theodosius barely two years before 
(Or. 24), had fallen on ears that were either ob~ 
stinately deaf or increasingly hostile, as is clear 
from the bitter tones of § 58/9. His natural mor
bidity was not diminished by the personal griefs and 
afflictions suffered in A.D. 380, and his lowness of 
spirit is clearly revealed in his Autobiography. 
Even the recent triumph over the sophist Gerontius, 
who had aspired to his official chair, had proved a 
hollow one (Or. 1. 186 fr.), since for the first time in 
nearly twenty years his tenure of the sophistic chair 
at Antioch had been challenged, with ominous back
ing from the provincial governor. The immediate 
threat to his position had been evaded, but the 
incident clearly had served to concentrate upon him 
the increasingly hostile regard of many of the upper 
classes, from whom he singles out for attack those 
hcm01'ati and serving officials, whom he here describes 
with the unflattering innuendo normally reserved 
for Christians. . The bitterness of this oration is 
IIlatched by that of his reaction to. the criticisms 
voiced by individuals at this time. In reproving an 
acquaintance named Heortius who had written to 
4 
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him criticizing him for arrogance, he retorts with al
legations of ignorance, lack of sympathy and dislike, 
remarking that he has already punished, by the com
position of an oration, a whole city which had passed 
such a judgement upon him.a . The reference is obvi
ously to the present oration. 

The "punishment" is here reserved for those 
sections of Antiochene society who have arrogated 
to themselves undue influence over the direction 
of the city's affairs, and consists primarily of a 
catalogue of grievances of the down-pressed
workers, decurions, peasants, rank-and-file soldiery 
and provincials. The point of departure for the 
development of his argument is his refusal of the 
honorary quaestorship offered by Julian, acceptance 
of which would have given him entree into the class 
of honorati. Among pagan intellectuals there 
evidently existed deep suspicion of such distinctions, 
for. Eunapius speaks with approval of Libanius' 
correctness here,b. and Themistius, lampooned by 
Palladas upon his elevation to the prefecture, has 
recourse to an elaborate oration of apology.c Hono
rati, principales, military commanders, governors and 
the varied hotch-potch of imperial agents and secre

a Ep. 19. 3: inrepot/lla.s 3~ p.Pr)O'Ods, £l p.~ 8wa~,s 8li(1)v.
'H 'A 1 " -' \ l:' , o~ ~ \ 1]01) 1\ -, TOVTOplllCl\~' Xaptv EX~W aAEf:,/,KaK€p. EyWI "" lTOIILV OIl1)V ~ 

+e€'Y'ap.~v T~Ttp.wjrqp.at AOY€p. 
II V.S. 496: Eunapius confuses the honorary prefec

ture, offered by Theodosius and accepted in A.D. 383/4. with 
the quaestorship refused in A.D. 363, but his commendation 
of Libanius' motives remains valid: OUK alTf18lgo.To tP~(ms T6v 

.L. 'f: {r 'A 1 " ,., I ~ 
(JO.,.O'T'r]Y ~~va& P.E ."ova. /((1.£ TOVTO y~ EO'TtV OVK OI\L'jIOS ElTaLYOS'. 
!L <;, 1 (: ',.1 " I ". ~ \ " I ,
QT~ oO\i'ljS' EIla.TTWV ClPr)p P.OPr)s 7'!TT'fjTO '"IS' lTEP, TOVS l\oyOVS, T't/V 

8e dAA'ljV 8'T)p.68'1] Kat ~&.valJt10V inr£M.p.pa)1EV. 
o Palladas (A.nth. Pal. 11. 292): Themistius, o.r. 34. 
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taries, whose presence made Antiochene society 
more incoherent and unbalanced, have used such 
distinctions for their own elevation to undermine the 
established system of local organization. Through
out the speech there is implicit a strong protest 
against the incompetence and corruption which are 
symbolized by the uses made by such gentry of the 
practice of private audience (EtaOOOt). This was 
something of long standing and, in palmier days, had 
been employed by Libanius himself, not without 
arousing prejudice against him (Or. 1. 107 ff.; 125). 
The general odium aroused by the practice had 
resulted in a curb imposed by imperial decree (C. Th. 
1. 16.13 of A.D. 377), and was to be followed in the 
next few years by a total ban by the prefect (Or. 
52. 46), and limitations even upon official audiences 
(cj.Or.1O.3; 26. 13ff.; 27. 12ff.; 56.2ff.). Courtesy 
caUs by officials which Libanius deplores (§ 9; cj. 
Or. 1. 166) were also forbidden by legislation in A.D. 

383. The practice however was so deeply rooted 
that, even after such curbs, expressly designed to 
remove corruption, he felt called upon to deliver two 
orations against its continuance (Orations 51 and 
52) in A.D. 388. 

The oration also throws important light upon his 
purpose in composing such propaganda speeches, 
and upon their methods of publication. In addition 
to the explicit statement of his intentions in this 
oration (§§ 70 ff.), a comparison of its arguments with 
that portion of the AuiobiognzpllJj which he had 
composed in A.D. 374 is not without significance for 
his practice." That narrative of his sophistic suc

<I OJ. P. Petit, "Recherches sur la publication et la dif
fusion des discours de Libanius," Historia (1956). pp. 478 if. 
6 
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cesses, which figures so prominently in the Auto
biography (1. 81 :If.), he here asserts has been reserved 
for his students only (§§ 1~ f.), and has became general 
knowledge. at second-hand and not through any 
information direct from him (§§ 14 f.). The implica
tion is that an oration like the Autobiography had 
received no general distribution in the years follow
ing its composition. Discretion and selectivity 
distinguish the methods of disseminating such works. 
Certain orations were too contentious to be widely 
published without great risk to the author, as is 
proved by his remarks in Ep. 916. Such is the case 
even with the monody upon his uncle, Phasganius, 
as he confesses himself,a and the circumstances of 
date of composition and of content would certainly 
place the Autobiography in this category. Even for 
declamations, the current practice was, as often as 
not, the use of the private auditorium and carefully 
selected audience (if. § 25; Or. 1. 101), and there 
was a consistent attempt by the author to control 
the publication of his works, cf. Ep. 33. The suc
cessful insistence upon publication by Strategius is 
marked as exceptional (Or. 1. 113), and even Julian 
had much difficulty in persuading Libanius to con
sent to a general distribution of Or. 12.b In the case 
of the present oration, such deliberate restriction 

II Ep, 283, 2 ff: ~ JL~V OVK £tx£ Klv3vvov els 1TOAAOVS JK~'p£(Jeat 
Jv 7TOAAOtS eipr]'Tat' 'TOV ;\oyov oe ~ 'Tpt'T'Y} JLorpa t/>LAWV €OIi'iTo aa¢>wv, 

• ,\ I '~l'. I ~ Q 'll \ I 'e I " ~ Ious OI\tyOts o€"aJL£vos 'TOtS "aupOL' /C1\(LaaSTaS' vpas aveyvwv oeo-
JLBlOS a&rwv, e, Tt t/>a.lvom ICa.AOV, O"Lyjj 8aVJLd'etV JL7Joe Tn poil 
WOAA(Jth' EYElpE:tV , •• oa'Tts 01)V 01;1( €7TL(jVJL€L pap&.8pov, ICp6ifia.t ,Myol' 
alp~a€'Tat JLli.AAov ~ 8toOUs 'Tp'JLetv. 

/I Ep. 785. 2: A6yos Ot 0' JLEV els T~V 1TaV1Jyvptv ;TL JLlAA€t 
I _ll \ '8 ' \ .\ I 'l' \, 1 '~a \ 1KpV7T'T£uvat JL£V E fIlWV, t:IlIWJL£vos at: ftS JLIUJOV 1Ta.pa TOV "actMWS' 

, • .l. ~ !:>~" ~ ~ 
Kat tawS' 'l'aVE£Tat, oE£ yap €KEtVOV Kpa'TE£V. 

7 
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seems to have been essential, and the actual audience 
confined to a handful of intimate friends behind 
closed doors. It is through the agency of these 
friends, and of their connections at court, that the 
practical purpose of these controversial orations is 
achieved. Passed from lip to lip, these arguments 
could penetrate the centres of power with less risk 
to their author, and create a climate of opinion from 
which action might follow, more effectively than from 
any personal intervention, such as had had so little 
success with the praetorian prefect. 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Manuscripts number twenty-nine in all, and in
clude the major codices utilized in Vol. I (viz. 
CAPUVIBM). In establishing his apparatus, 
Foerster, as Reiske had done before him, also made 
use of Monacensis gr. 101 (== Mo.). The divergent 
traditions are indicated by the broad groupings of 
the codices into (i) CAPBM and (ii) VUI Mo. For 
the history of the publication of the text, however, a 
Bodleian MS. (Barocc. 219, of the 14th century) is of 
importance, since from it stems a copy, dated A.D. 

1629, in the Gale Collection in Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and another in the Bodleian (Langbain. 
Advers. 20), itself transcribed first by Olearius and 
then by J. C. Wolf, to form the basis of the edition 
first published by Fabricius (Bibl. Gr. VII, 179 if., 
Hamburg, 1715), with Olearius' Latin translation. 
This text was utilized by Reiske in his edition, sup
plemented by the readings of A and Mo. The speech 
formed part of Monnier's unpublished collection, in 
8 



ORATION II 


French translation (if. Vol. I, p. lvii). For Foerster's 
work on the MSS. cf his edition, vol. I, pp. 208-238. 
A German translation, with notes, by P. Wolf ap
pears in Libanios, Autobiographische Schriften, Zurich, 
1967, pp. 123 if. 

9 
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llPOL: TOYL: BAPYN AITON 
KAAEI;ANTA~ 

7 t{l ~I R 1 • ~I' 8' " IR 1 1 1	• I>tS OE fJapv~, W~ oE E1Tax TJS, ELpTJ'TaL 'Tun 
I t - (~" 1\ \ 'A ~ f '" 

1TEpt TJJLWV. 0 a a1TaYYE/\/\WV vopoJLaxos TJV 
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0JLVV~, E1TLa'TEVE'TO U av Kut OVK OJ-LVVWV KaIlO~ 'TE
" '8' \ t'"", t,.. \, t~1 ,

WV KUYU os KaL 'Y)JLtV E'TULpO~ Kat OVX 'Y)UEW~ 'To. 
If' )' fl \,.. '''' -I'R 172 'TOLaV'Ta aKouaas' OV'TW 1T1lf.La'TOV a1T€LXE TOV 'To. 

, ') I \'" , , ~ 

OVK €Lp?JJLEva '1T11aaat av 1TOTE KU1' EJ-LOV. 1TpO
\ ... , '\' "\ \ 'l: ,.. <;.' ...

KUllovJLaL 1'OWVV aV'TOVS f.L~ EII€YXOV Kat o.stW oEL
l: "" , '\ t1 I "\\" 
~U~ 'TOLS 	 ELpTJJLEVOLS all?JI)ELo.~ 'Tt JLE'TOV' 0./\/\ ouX 

efovaL.\ 
Cl K \ ,.. \,... Q "1 ~ 
.w. at 1TPWTOV JLEV EKELVO uo.vJLaaat 'Tt~ av oL-

I ,... ')' '8 I I fl J/
KULWS 1TWS ELS TOV 1TUP€1I OV'To. XPOVOV OV'TWS OV'Ta 

\ ''1'\8 \ \, " " \JLaKpov OVK ?JII € 1'aV'Tt 'To. eYKII?JJLa'TU. ETEpa JL€V 
\ JI \, \ .1, <;.'... \ \" \ \ 

yap ELp?J'Tat 1TOAAa 'f'€VO?J JL€V Kat av'To. Kat 1Tapa
'8' , 8'" r , , 8' <IUV pW1TWV EX PWV OL~ ataxvv€a at 1'€ vaTEpov avv
'R I' '" 	 8 '" t ,EfJ?J Kat JLOVOV OtJK f.LS yovv KUT€V€X ELaw LK€'T€V

I " ,,,.. I \ J/ 
ELV avYYVWJL?JV EX€W UVTOtS JLWpavaai" KUt €axOV, 

I <;.', ,.. ' ''''8 ' ""R~ I fl:TOV'Tt DE: VVV ELa?J1I €V avaJLEtvav €fJOOJLOV KUt €~?J-
\" ()" C'I" ,,, f \ 1 

KOa'TOV ETOS. o. OV yap O?J eanv Et1TELV WS IIEyO
! l l .t\ fl , ~ \ '" ) ".. \ 

JLEVOV E"uVf1aVEV, wa1Tep OuaE ''1'0,/\.1\(1,. 'T'fJS 'l"€ yap 
... \, '\',1.. \, ';'1

TWV l\€yOV'TWV o.aElly€taS 'IV I-£?J KPV1T'T€LV, EVVOL 'T€ 
f" II \ ''i'''' 8' I 4 ';'R 173 ?JJLLV 1TO/\/\OL 'Trap WV uv E7TVV uvol-£?Jv. • 'Tt1 ow; 

a For the date of birth of Libanius c/. Sievers, pp. 207 f. 
10 

F'1. 

F'24 



ORATION 2 


TO THOSE WHO CALLED HIM 

TIRESOME 


1. TIRESOME and overbearing! That is how I have 
been described by some people. Andromachus told 
me so, and gave me his solemn word, though I would 
believe him without it, for he is a gentleman, a 
pupil of mine, and one who did not enjoy hearing 
such remarks. So he was the most unlikely person 
ever to have fabricated such comments against me 
if they had not been made. Well, I challenge those 
to prove it, and I require them to show some truth 
in their remarks. They will not be able to 1 

2. First of all, it might justifiably be a matter for 
surprise how it is that these criticisms have not been 
aired during all this long time past. Plenty of other 
criticisms have been made, falsely of course and by 
my personal enemies, but later on they came to feel 
sorry and almost fell on bended knee to beg for 
the pardon, which they got, for their utter stupidity. 
And now this crops up, after waiting for my 67th 
year to do it.a 3. It cannot be said, for instance, that 
it was an accidental remark; nor were the others, 
either. Such openness was a sign of the impudence 
of those responsible for it, and I have plenty of 
friends to keep me informed. 4. Well? Am I to 
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LIBANIUS 

, 1 ''/ ,'1\ ItI, I 
XP7] VOfL'':>€W O'T£ V€W'T€POS fLEV WV 7]?TurrafL7]v (JW~
J.. ... .., t" "" f\ 1 t' J.n I -' \ \ ,
't'POVE tV I ?TpOWVU7]S OE T7]S 7]/UK£as o'E.."uap7]V; aMa

I I 'I., \"'c I ... , \ I 
7'ovvavnov E'KOS 7]V, I\7]~al, fLE VUV, Et Kat ?TP0'TEpOV 
I nl l' t' I It" I , n ... 

E?TaXU7]S 7]V. OEWOS yap ?TatoEVEtV Kat E?TaVOpUOvv 
• 1 5 '\ \' l' ... I' tI ° Xpovos. • aM , otfLat, 7'OW1.J7'OV E(J7'W' a?TaV'Ta 

7'li.Ma Ot€gEA7]Av867'ES, Ka8' [KaMov atl'Twv ~pv8-
I 't'I... I t" .I. I

ptauaV'T€S, E1TEWTJ u£yav ov ovvav-rat, 't'pOV'T£UaV'TES 
't'l , t'l ,... n I ,\ ... 't. I 

OVOEV EI, /L7]OEV EpOU(Jt, ?TwaVOV, E?T£ TOVTO E~7]VEX-
n ., ''''.1. 1'1 1
u7](Jav O?TWS awo£s 't'EVYOVUt, 7'as Ep.aS avvoVUl.as' 

" \ IE'7] I\oyos. 
I " I 1''' " ..., I ...6. Bapvs EyW; 1'1, ovv E(J7'W aKOVEW TWV E?T£ TWV 

, 1 " I \ I "IepyauT7]ptwv O?T07'E ?Tapl,o£fLt I\EyOV'TWV; OVX 0 
I 'f I, tIl... 

fLE7'PWS; ovx ° KOtVOS; ovX ° Kat 'Tas 'TWV ?TEV€- F ~41 
1 " R' ... " 1/(J7'a7'WV ?TP0(JP7](JEI,S afLEI,,..0fLEVOS 7'OtS t(JOI,S; EUTtV 

'\' tI '1\' 1 'I 1/ , l' "c
OUV OU'T'S av EKEtVOtS av'TOV WOV €V OtS E~E(J7" 

... ... "\ It'... I '1\' C I
1TOI,WV TWV EV'TEI\Et Ka, ovva'TWV KpE/,7''TWV av a~/'w-

(JEtEV Elva,; ot ~~O;;U/, fLEV fLoV Ka~ Q~8aAfLOVS 
\ .I. _. \ I ,... 'I '.I. If\! J...' "" 

Kat KE't'atl.TJV Kat XEtpas, Et Kat fLTJ u't'0opa 't''''ov
, '" t'" f\! \ "\ , 1(JW av7'OV, EX0V'TES 0 oUO€V EI\a7'7'OV a?TEpXOV7'at. 

... I fR I , " \ \"7• ?TOV 7'OWVV 0 ,..apvs; Ell 'TOtS ?TPOS TOUS apXOV7'as; 
.'\\'" tI i" \ n,/I \
aM ,ua(Jw a?TaV'TES 0' 7'E EW'WV Ka{lt';oavw ?TapOV 
1/ a 1\ \ \ n'''' ... \ /
ES 7'£ KaMtOV, Kat fLEV WV O.?TO.V1'W Ka£ 1TpO?TEfL?TW, 
,/ , '/ I 'f' f\ / , I

Kat, nvwv a?To(]Xt';,0fLEVOS, WV EI\KOVTWV fLE ?Tap 
f , \ \ I 't" ~ \ \ .~ / .I.'R 174 €aV1'OVS' 1TOMaKts OVOEV fLat\.I\oV V?TaKOVUOS 'fat-

I I ... \/ " " Ivop.at. S• Kat n 7'aV1'a I\EyW, I\EYEtV EXWV 7'0 
" ,... <I ~ I ., \ 

ypafLfLa7'EWV EK€tVO 0 otEw(JafLTJv, O?TWS fLTJ (JE

1 'I'l olSv Xrrt1 M:SS. Corrected Re. 
2 1ra.DOV Re.~ F. (UIMo.): Trap' wv (CAPBMV): Trapwv 

Fabr. f is n Re., {1",: ECl'Tt CAPBMV: flS' Fabr. (UHvio.). 

a For the metal-working industry in Antioch cf, Or. 31. 
12. Unusually enough. the factories were there centres of 
social intercourse (cf. Or. 1. 87, 8. 4). Libanius takes a 
personal and sympathetic interest in the welfare of the 
12 
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ORATION II, 4-8 


believe that when I was younger I knew how to 
behave decently, but now, with advancing years, I 
have fallen from grace ? The opposite is more likely, 
that even if I was overbearing in the past, I have 
stopped being so now; for time is a fine teacher and 
corrector. 5. The case, I imagine, is as follows. 
After having had recourse to every other shift, and 
having been made to blush at every one, they still 
cannot keep quiet; without concerning themselves 
about the conviction of any of their assertions, they 
have been reduced to this, so as to have some justi
fication for avoiding association with me. 

6. I tiresome? Then what can you hear people say 
in the workshops whenever I go by? a II Decent and 
polite, isn't he? He replies in kind to the greetings 
even of the penniless." Is there any who puts 
himself on a par with them, where possible, and yet 
could claim to be superior to the authorities and the 
leading townsfolk? Yet they like the sight and 
sound of me and what I do, and even if they don't 
like me personally, they come off none the worse 
for that. 7. Where am I tiresome, then? In deal
ings with the governors? But everyone knows where 
I seat myself when I attend them, though I could 
go higher. They also know those whose company 
I keep when I go to meet and to escort people, and 
those from whom I dissociate myself, to whom, de
spite all their inducements to join them, I am never 
seen to show any deference. 8. And what need is 
t'h......... t/\ ............. ~;n.... ~'ht'" n.h"'''' T ~~,•• __ _
_",~.:I ~..l;]. 
v ... "v""_ .., ........"" ...... 11,11.,., ...... U.l. ... ,l.Q " ,-,U ll\:,tC;U VIJ.l) a.uuut,,;c:
.It 

those credentials that I refused, so as not to seem to 
workers (e.g. Or. 36. 4; 58.4 f., 22), in this differing greatly 
from Themistius, who regards them merely as the material for 
uplifting discourse (e.g. Or. 21. 2M b-c). 

$IA~*~1II1Hi 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111\ 
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LIBANIUS 

I-WO'TEPOS j'EYEvfjaOat oogatl-tt; Kal7'ot j'E tnrfjpXE
'13 ' \ I \1 "131:'1'1'I:'/\0, OV7't oE'tVa 7TaUX€tV /\EYEtV OVXt aot':,ov'TWV 'fT'ap 

" f/11I\ \ ) , ) I IQ'0 ' 
Ef-tE 7'WV 7'as apxas exOV'TWV Kat 0PVtJ0V yl: E/-tm

)1 \ .... , 1 	 \ f I ,
7T/\aVat 'Tas 'TWV apxOV'TWV Ka'Taywyas 07T07'€ 7Tap 

, \ " , \ " 'I:' 1 'Q \ '0 'I:' ,aV7'OVS 	 epxmf-t'f}v. 0,/\/\ OVO€'T€POV EtJOV/\'f} 'f}V OVOE 
r 1 I 's.'\ "I:' \ \ 1yE 'f}Y'f}aaf-t'fjv f-t€ya OVOE 'TatS ma 'TOV 'Tp07TOV f-tOV" I 't;' e.... \"" ~R 175 7'tf-tD.tS 'f}stwaa 7Tpoa EWat 'Tas a7T EKELVOQ' 'TWV 

I , e1\ 'A '\ f' '\ypaf-tf-ta'TWv. 9. 'f} E/\'fja€p px€./\aos a yEpWV E/\· " ~ 1\ A I , , ....eEtv 
-

WS Ef-tE) o£EKw/\vaa' UOf-tVLKOS f-tE'T EKEtVOV,
\ .... ") 8'j 'I'\()'AKat 'TOV'TO €Kw/\vaa 7Tpoaw 0 f-tEvas. 'f}/\ EV p- F ~4~ 

x.l.AaOS 	J dOEA</JtOOVS 'APXEAdov Aa()wv j'E KaZ lAJ
"8 \ \ "" JI 'I \ Te7T'f}aEV E/\ WV Kat 'TOV'T 'f}KovaEV av'To Kat E'~E. 

~ .... I:' \ \'1 1\ \ B 1 , .....t.Ja7Twpat DE Kat OV/\LOL Kat tK'TWPES appWO'TOVV
,,' ,I,. .... :J; • \ 1:'1 , '" f''TOS OUK EXOVTOS 'f'vy€tV 'IKOV, EylJ) DE EtS Y'f}V V7T 

alaxvV'1}s ef3AE7Tov ~ptl.p SfjAOV 7Tmwv 07't Tfi Ttf-tii 

f3apvvolf-t'f}v.
'A\'\'f3" ,. I 110. .t1I\I\a apvs Etf-tt 'TOV y€VOVS f-tEf-tV'f}f-tEVOS. 

, \ \:,\ f .... \.\ \ ., I \:',. \' 
Ef-tOt OE V7TfJPX€ f-tEV 7T/\'f}V o/\tYWV KOf-tLO'fj /\EyEtV 
\" f tI , • s." , Q' ,

7TpOS a7TaV'Tas WS EVEKa YEVOVS OVo aV7'ttJ/\€7T€W
,/ 	 " \', t s.'1,1:' , '1:"€XOLEV 	av 'fT'POS Ef-tE, E TrOV oE OVOE'fT'W7TO'TE OVOE , 'e ...., I , 	 "'" ,~, .... \ I
ETr'f}P 'f}V 'Tats EtKOatV av'TWV OVOE 'Tats I\Et'TOVPYLatS, 

d,\,\' dPKEtv ~Y'1JO'cff-t'f}V 'TO 'TaVTa ~f-ttv avvEtOEVaL 
\ " '" 1:" !i\ \ f • I:' \ ,J.. 'I' ,

TfJV Tro/\tV, 'TOtS OaJ\l\ots WS OVO€V 'f'av/\oTEpO£S ELS 

a The acceptance of Julian's offer of the honorary position 
of quaestor (sacri paZatii) would have given Libanius the 
status and privilege of honoratus, with right of entry to the 
governor. Eunapius (V.S. 495 f.) wrongly asserts that the 
offer of honorary status made by Julian and refused by 
Libanius was that of prefect. Julien himself (E.L.F. No. 98) 
addresses Libanius as "Sophist and Quaestor." The 
honorary prefecture was offered by Theodosius am~ accepted 
only in A.D. 383/4. Seeck ( Untergangs, Vt p. 5CJ7) and Petit 
(Byzantion, xxi, p. CJ93) agree that Julian's offer was that of 
quaestor and that Eunapius confused the two offers. 
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ORATION II, 8-10 


have become too high and mighty? But if I had ac
cepted them, I could have said that I was affronted 
at imperial officials when they do not come to see me, 
and I could, fill the governors' headquarters with 
turmoil whenever I went to see them.a But I had 
no wish for either, nor yet did I set much store by 
it, nor did I think it proper to add the distinction 
conferred by these credentials to that which I had 
gained through my own personality. 9. The elder 
Archelalis wanted to visit me, "and I stopped him. b 

Next Domnicus C had the same idea, but I got wind 
of it and put a stop to this too. Archelalis, nephew 
of Archelalis, did pay me a visit, unexpectedly, and 
annoyed me by, doing so, was told just that and 
went away again. People like Sapor, Julius and 
Victor d came when I was ill and could not avoid them, 
but in my distaste I kept my eyes fixed on the 
ground and made it clear by so doing that I was 
embarrassed at the compliment. 

10. "But you are tiresome," I may be told, "be
cause you are always talking about your family." 
I could say to all but a very few that, as far as 
families go, they couldn't even look me straight in 
the face, but I never have done so, and never have 
I exalted myself because of their portraits e or public 
services; I thought it enough that the city should be 
equally aware of them, but I continue my association 
with the others as being in no way my inferiors in 

b Of. Or. 1. 165 f. PLRE 100. Seeck (I, II) 83 f. 
c PLEE 265. 
a Three generals of the reign of Valens. P LRE 803, 

481 (2), 957 (4). 
6 Portraits of civic notables could be hung in the City Hall, 

as was that of Libanius himself, cf. Or. 42. 43 f. 
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LIBANIUS 


, \ , ~,.... ~ \ .... 11' ~" 
YEVOVS' IWYOV o/LtI\WV otaTEI\W. • 7Ta7T7TOV OE Kat 
" 0"" • , "" \ \\ ,Em7Ta7T7TOV fwrJa 'TJvat [.LEV o[.LOl\oyw Kat 7TOl\I\aKtS, 

0'" <,;'" '\ I -'\\' "" \fI ,[.LV'TJa 'TJvaL OE OVK Em TOVTOtS, u./\I\ on TqJ [.LEV Kat 
\' I 'f I ) 0'" ,[.LaVTLK'TJ Y€VOtTO TEXJ'1l 7TpOS ETEpOtS aya OtS 7Tap 

:!. '8' Q' ,.... \ f" ) n '" 'IS 7TpO[.La Ot 'TO ,..,tatWS aVTqJ.TOVS VtELS' a,7TouaVEt

R 176 uflat I 'TOUS l\aAooS', Oa'T€pov 8~ .,..qv 'JTEpt 'TouS' 

7Tawas Jm[.L€AELaV 7ToAAaKtS' OL'TJYOOf.L"lJv· Ot' ~v ~AOE 
, , 'A I "., ~ " \ \ '" [.LEV El.S 7Ta[.LEto.V aVTOS, 'TJyaYE OE 1T€taaS' 1TOI\I\OtS' 

xp~[.Lo.al. a01>tU'TOV afUvos, a1T€1>'TJVE OE 8av[.La\ I " , I "I:' \ F ClH),,.. '''' UTOVS' ovs EYEVV'TJaE 'TOVS T'TJS' E[.L'TJS [.L'TJTpOS aoEI\- ~'t!i) 

1>oos. Kai TaVTa OtE'llEtV ou if;tAfjs X&.pw ev¢>'TJ[.Lto.S'
)\" " , ,', y \ I 

1
0.1\1\ 01TWS 7To.'T'T}p ns o.Kovao.s ':>'TJI\WaELEv. 

0 'E ' ,,' <,;';,. I c\ \ I 
;0., V 'TOWVV 1"'[j VEO'T'T}T£ OLe.,..VY0[.LEV a [.L'TJ 1To.vv 

t I~ \ I I I'A , 
pqmov, Kat 'TOVTOV [.Lo.pTvpES 1TpOS TOtS 7TaVTo. Em-

I fl"" I ... t, ". y,..aTo.[.LEVO£S EOLS' Etat [.LOt 'TWV 'TJI\£KLW'TWV Ot ':;.WVTES 
" "" \ I, ~\, 0 .... " \
ETt, VVV [.LEV aa1Tpo(', 'TOTE oE 'TJV OV[.LEY. 'TJVWXI\'TJ

l' '\ ... , " ;,. J 'I' 
aa ovv EYW 1"'[1 [.LV'TJ[.L'l1 1"'TJS aw.,..poavv'TJS; E(,7TOV 
"1:. l I:' \" ...,," '1:.'" IastoS' E vat OLa 'rOV'TO TL[.LWV; 'TJ OVS Es'TJV [.LapTVpo.s 

_. \... 'J.\ 10'~' \ ... ... ,KaI\ELV EKaI\€aa; 0, Et OE [.L7] 'TOVTO, 'TWV 7TEp£ 
\ \1 " ,,, ... , "0 " TOVS I\oyovs E[.LV'TJ[.LovEvao. 7TOVWV 'TJ 'TWV EVTo.v a 'TJ 

" ., 0 ". " 'A8 If' ...TWV E'T€PW £; 'TJ WS ayo[.LEVOS 'TJV'TJaw V7TO TTJS 
, " ,\ , 8''';'' I'"apx'TJS Em 'TOV pOVOV E.,..VYOV; 'TOV'TWV OUK OVU'TJS' 
, , , , \ I _>I, \ ' I 

avaYK'TJS' E[.LV'TJ[.LOVEVaa l\a[.L7Tpvvwv Q.I\I\WS E[.LaV'TOV; 
, " \/~' fI ... I \OVK Ean, 1TapaKI\'TJaEWS OE E£VEKo. 'TOtS' VEOtS 7TOI\

\1 '" >I ... f8 '" '>\{\o.KtS' • <p 'TOvvo[.La 'TOUl'O 0 I apvs 'TJKLU'Ta av 7Tpoa
I 

'TJKOt. 

.~-----------------------------------
tI Of. Or. 1.8. Libanius' family, one of the most promi

nent in Antioch, was punished and suffered confiscation of 
property in o. A.D. 303, as part of' the general repression 
following the revolt of Eugeniusat Seleuceia (for which cf. 
Or. 11. 158 ff., 19. 45 f., 20. 18 ff.). 

b Panolbius and Phasganius (ef. PLRE 665 (1), Seeck 
234 f.). 
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ORATION II, 10-18 


the matter of birth. 11. I do admit that I have men
tioned my grandfather and great-grandfather, and 
frequently too; but this mention was for no such 
reason as this, but, in addition to his other accomplish
ments, because of my great-grandfather's skill in 
divination, in consequence of which he had fore
knowledge of the violent death of his fine sons.a As 
for my grandfather, I often discoursed upon his care 
for his children, which was the reason why he 
personally went to Apamea, brought back a teacher 
of high ability, using the persuasion of a high fee, 
and made his sons, my mother's brothers, men of 
note." This account I would give, not for the sake of 
empty compliments, but so that any parent who 
heard it might be moved to emulate him. 

12. Now, in my youth I succeeded in avoiding what 
it was not particularly easy to avoid,/) and besides the 
omniscient gods I have as witnesses for it those of my 
contemporaries who still survive, now frail, but then 
we were in our prime. Wen I Have I been a nuisance 
in calling to mind my own probity? Have I claimed 
to deserve respect on this account? Have I called 
those whom I could call as witnesses? 13. Leaving 
this aside, have I ever mentioned my labours in 
rhetoric either here or abroad? or that I was in
vited to Athens by the governor,d and escaped to 
take up the chair here? Did I ever mention such 
things unnecessarily, and take vain pride in them? 
No I I have mentioned them to my students often 
enouflh. but to encouralZe them. and to this the term 
" tir~o~e " is the last that sho~]d be applied. 

C OJ. Or. 1. l~, ~o tI. 
/I For this invitation by Strategius in A.D. 853 cj. Or. 

1. 81 if., 62.61. 
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14. 'A \ \a' 'Tov'S' ., \ I " " IV\ 1Tap E'TEpWV I\oyovS' OV'Tas TJ 
<:' I '" , ; a'\\ ~" 

a1TovoaLOVS TJ ov 'TOLOV'TOVS' EK",alV\w 'TaLS ELS EJL
, ,J.' '\ \ <:' ~ J. \ , II 

av'TOV EV'f''fJluaLS' EYW 'TOV oELva aO'f'LG'T'fJv £VL K'T}aa F 244 
\ \ <:''' , I \ \ <;'" IQ \ 

KaL 'TOV oEtva E1TEa'T0ILLaa Kat 'TOV o€wa Ka'TE/"al\ov 
\ \ !:!" 1\ \ \ <:',.. J. 1 

Kat 'TOV vELva Ka'T€1Tal\aLaa KaL 'TOV oEtVa 'f'EVYELV 
, 1 \ \ , A' I \ \ \ \ \ 

7]vayKaaa KaL 'TOVS EV 'YV1T'T<p 'TOVS 1TOIV\OVS Kat 
\ 'AO 1 \ ,,' J. 'a 1'TOVS' TJVTJaL 'TOUS 'TPELS EtS 'f'0/"OV Ka'TEa'TT)aa 
\ 1 t \ A 't I a \ A 15 ' 

Kal\OUp,EVOS V7TO 'TTJS €V €KUnpct- /"OVI\TJS; • oux 
( 1 A' \ \ 1 0 I , <:"
E'TEpWV 'TaU'Ta a1TaYYEIV\OVTWV p,EJLa TJKa'TE; Et 0 

, "I \\ , "", ,\ tl I , , I-< \ 

OVK a1T'fJYY€IV\OV, TJYVOEt'T av €V€Ka Y EJLOU 'Tas 
1 .\ \ \,..,1 \1' t\ 

VtKas. E1TE( Kat 1TEpL 'TWV ELKOVWV KaL WV U1T€P 
'''''' )1 , I ,~\ '\ I I

av'TWV Eyvwaav OU JLLKpUL 'TtVES' OVOE ol\LyaL 1T0

I) ~ \ " \ I' 1 0 <:""I ,\ 171 I\EtS' , OU1TW p'EV aK7]KOa'TE, 1TEUa€a E 0 Laws, OU 
\ 'A \ I 16 1 I 1 ,<,I

JLTJV Ep,OU yE I\EYOV'TOS. • Kat'TOL 'TOVTOV yE OLOV
"<:' J. \ 'e I 1 ''''' I I1TEp OWE 'f'aatV av PW1TOU 'Tt 1TO'T TJV; 1TUV'Ta 'T01TOV 

\ \, \1 A I t 1 \ 
Kat KatpOV Ep,1TL1TI\aVat 'TWV 'TOLOU'TWV P7]fLa'TWV leaL 
( , • I '2 \ a 1 '2

TJfLEpas yE EKaa'TT)S, 'TO'TE 1TPO JLEaTJfL",ptaS' , 'TO'TE 

" 1fLE'T EKELV1JV. 

17. Kat fL~v Ka~ Da'TtS yE EO 1TOL~aas 1ToAAal<LS 
! A / Q I 3 II ,\ \ 

fLV1JfLOV€U€L 'TT)S' XaPL'TOS, /"apvS' , €L1TEp EyYVS' JLEV 
,.. A' <:' '1 \ \!:! \ , ~ A 

'TOU'TO 'TOU OVEWLI,:,ELV, I\V1TTJpOV OE EKELVO. aK01TW
I "1" / " ,...~ \ 

fLEV 'TOLVVV €L fL7] EV 1T€1TOt7]Ka 'TTJV €fLav'TOU, oEafLov 

\. \. 'e '<' '8 a AI,' 
fLEV taxvpOV a1TopPTJl:.aS' <P fLE Ka'TE TJaE /"aaL EWS' ,••,,'.' :.'•.~~~oS' 00 1TaV'TES' I La'TE, 8paJL<1v oJ wS' vfLaS OVK F 245 " 
"<;' <;'1 , '4 A AQ \1 ,

aKLVOvvOV opofLov, £VaV'TLOV 'T'{J 'TOV ",aaLI\EwS' E1TL
11 1 "<:' ~ \ \ \ ~ ~ r ;
VVJ.LLCf, E1TLooarv u€ I\ap/rrpav TOtS "OYOtS' EI1EPi'O,;

I I..,. J. I ,.. 1\ \ ; 
aafLEvos. 'Tau'TTJv ovv 1TpO'f'EpWV 'T'[} 1TOML 'T7]v EV

1 TOt>TOV Norman: TOO7o Fabr. (MSS.): TOLOt>TOV F.: Toil 

Re. 2 TOTE F. (I; TO TE U): TO TI: Re. (other ]'rISS.). 

3 fiapus F.• Re" Fabl'.: f3a.pu l'rISS. 

18 

http:a1TopPTJl:.aS


ORATION II, 14-17 


14. " Ah! but by your own self-praise you damn 
other people's oratory, whether it be good or bad," 
I may be told. "You have defeated such and such 
a teacher, reduced so and so to silence, brought 
down another, floored another, caused the retirement 
of another. Your many opponents in Egypt,a those 
three in Athens, you set all of a flutter when you were 
invited by the council there." 15. Haven't you learnt 
this from other sources? If it weren't for them, you 
would be unaware of my triumphs, as far as I am 
concerned. Of the statues of me and the decrees 
passed about them by many great cities, you have 
never heard a word, though you may perhaps do so 
-but certainly not by my telling. 16. Yet what was 
to be expected of me, if I were such as these people 
say I am? Every place, every occasion would reecho 
such a tale, every day, morning, noon and night. b 

17. However, I suppose that any benefactor who 
keeps harping on his kindness is tiresome, for his 
attitude is akin to reproach, and that causes dis
comfort. Still, let us consider whether I have been 
a benefactor to my country, by breaking the strong 
bond imposed on me by the emperor's decree, as 
you all well know, and by hastening to return to you, 
at no small risk to myself C since it was contrary to 
the emperor's desire, and by effecting a remarkable 
improvement in oratory. Did I leave anything at all 

a Possibly referred to in Ep. 1~74 (A.D. 364) when he is 
invited by Maximus (praej. Aegypt.). There is no other 
reference in Libanius. For the Athenians c/. Or. 1. g5. 

~ For the implications of this passage for the publicatioll of 
his speeches cj. Petit, Historia, v (1956), pp. 478 ff. 

C Of. Or. 1. 94 fr. Here Libanius concocts or adapts a line 
of tragedy to make his point. 

, 8p6JLoli repeated before £lIaliTtOI' (MSS.): cancelled F. 
19 



LIBANIUS 

R 176 epyeatav oVOOTLOVV I av-qKa; Ka~ TtS OVTWS d.va,8~s 
fI ,,, \ I " 
oaTLS 	emfLII TOIlI-'7]aEtEII av;

'A\ V • Cl/~ ).. I , \ \ , \18. 	 I\Il 7] tJaotaLS 'f'0pTtK7]. 77'0£0" 77'1l7]11 EL 77]v 
, ,.. , \ I • \ 'I \ \ Cl'l I 

1Tapa 	TOV v0U7]l-'aTos llEyOL TLS; aMa TO tJllEl-'l-'a, 
'\\' 	 .,).., '\'1")..' ,\" ,
aM a£ 0'f'PVES, aM 7] 'f'WV1}. OV TOV Emxapw I-'e 

'I'" , '{7 ", 'f' 1" , , J
KalleLV £LW aT€; TaVT OVV OtOV T£ TO, OV0I-'<1.Ta auv· 

\{7'" fI '" 	 'Cl" ~"J 	 ,Ell eW waTE TOV aVTOV TOUTO TE KaL tJapvv EV O£KTl 
\ .... {7 9" I ,t'I,.., '\KallELU at; 1 • HUC. TOLVVV TLV€S' OL Tep TOV YEllwTa 
(7 ' t.)..,. I , I ,

Ka ana!, 'f'VYELV Tav77]v 7]vEYKavTo TTJV 1Tpoa
I J' or ,,~J\ \___ "')..

7]yoptav. 1TOT OW TJ OLeKWllvaa YellwVTas TJ VE'f'0s 
, 1 ,).., 1 ~\ ,\. , 

E7T7]yayov EV'f'poavVTJ; 1ToaaKLS De aVTOS 7Jyep,wv 
'J ''I , l' 'e" " ~" EyeV0I-'7]V yellWTOS Ell OtS E!,TJV ; E1TEL O'1TOV07]S' yE 

, I J').. I ,t
Kat 1TpOIJotas 'l1'paYlLaTWV EmaTpE'f'OVU7]S 'l1'POS eav

\ \ \\ l' \_ " \ \'" t I 
77]V 1TOV1}pOV av 7]V YEllav TE aVTOII .KatyEllav ETe

pOVS 	 'l1'OLfW. 20. ToaovTov O( d.1T~XW Tav7"fJS rijs
" tI' )~\ , 'J....... .....
aLTLas waT OVoE 1TpOS' TOVS' 'f'0tTWVTaS TO£OVTOS' 

I .\\' f'i:' J \, \ "t I 
yEYEV1}J.t«L, aM 7]OOV1}V Twa T1JV a1TO 77]S 7]ILEPO

, "I 'i:" t'I , 'i:' , 'i:' J 
7"fJTOS Ka,TaILLYVVW TCfJ 'l1'paYlLaTL OL TJV OVOEV oEO· 

'I '" tl <I 'tl
I-'at 1T1l7]YWV EKOVTWV a'l1'aVTa 77'OLOVVTWV, €T€POVS 
~, " I ( 'Cl'i:' ''I I t'I"
oE LalLEv ILvpLas patJoovs aV1jllwKoTas Ot OVT€ Toa-

A '~/{7 '" , \ I fJ """ I IOVTOV €OVV7] TJaav OUT €KIl7]U'tJO'av ° VVV EyW. 

TI~' , ,., '" 'A t21. 	 L 0; EV TaLS appwaTLats EO'TW €£1TELV ws 
, , ",\ 'I 'i:'" I f I , t. I , 

TOUS ILEV aMOVS" ot EKa(]T7]S 7]1L€pas 7]5.£Ovv 1Tap 
, 	 \ Q 'i:' ''1 ''i:' " I' I 'i:' , 'i:"

tfL€ tJaoL,:>EW, TOUS De Kat VVKTOS, EVtOUS OE IL7]O 
, _. \ \ 	 I {7 .... \ 1 ,\ 'i:' \ ; '\ 
a1TUIlIlaTT€O' at T7]S KIlLV1}S, aUTOS OE Tav7"fJV EIl
'I 1 \).." I ,. " r A

IlEt7TWV 71JV 'f'0pav EtKOS TL 'l1'OLEtv EVOlLt~OV; TOtS 
\ , I ''I " ,.. 'i:'1 I 

lLeV yap 77'pE77'Ef,JI T1Jv IlftTOvpytav, ElLavTCp DE 7"fJV 
, ,.. "\ , , 1\ ,. 

1TEP~ T(WTa UT€A€tav. 22. Kac. fJrf}v 1TaIlat ILEV EW-

a Gout, Or. 1. 140 fr., 243 f. 

b As did Eunapius also, V.S. 495-496. 

c Libanius claims to be punctilious in the social duty of 


sick visiting, ct. Or. 1. 105, 63. 4. He complains bitterly 
when his son Cimon does not receive such attentions. 
20 

F 246 

I 

http:OV0I-'<1.Ta


ORATION II, 17-22 


undone when I proffered such service for my country? 
Who is so bare~facedly impudent as to dare assert 
such a thing? 

18. " Ah !but we find your walk is offensive." In
deed? unless of course you refer to the effects of 
my illness.a II And your glance, your haughty airs, 
your tone!" But you used to describe me as 
" charming" !b,' Can there be any consistency in these 
terms? Can you properly describe the same man as 
both " charming" and "tiresome"? 19. Some peo
ple have applied the term to me, asserting that I 
absolutely eschew laughter. But when have I ever 
stopped people from having a laugh or when have 
I cast a cloud over mirth? I myself have often 
raised a laugh on occasions that warrant it: but 
when serious matters and consideration are reqUired, 
it would be wrong to burst into laughter oneself or 
to cause others to do so. 20. So far from being 
liable to this charge am I that I have never com
ported myself so even towards my pupils, but I im
part into the subject an element of genteel pleas
antry. That is the reason why I have no cane to beat 
them, for they do everything willingly. But others 
I know have broken hundreds of canes without 
winning the influence and reputation that I have 
now. 

21. Well, then? Can it be said that in my times of 
illness I expected others to visit me every day, at 
night even, and some never to leave my bedside, 
and yet thought I was behaving properly if I failed to 
return such services, my idea being that it was all 
right for them to perform such a duty and for me to 
be exempt from it? 22. No, indeed! c In times long 
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LIBANIUS 


fI e '\ \ 0' ~ > 0' \pWj1-'fJV EWV E7Tt Tas vpas TWV aa EVOVVTWV Kat 

R ) 79 kA{j1-aKa~, I VVV OE ~€p6j1-EVO~ TO. j1-EV t1T1TCP, 7"(t OE 
\., "" I I, "c ",

XfpaLV OLKfTWV. KatTOt n~ OVK av £KaV'fJ" fX€tV 
, \ I t I '" '" \ \ I

a7Tolloytav 'fJy'fJaaj1-€VOS TO T €V TOL~ 1Toa£ KakOV TO 

TE yfjpas TaVT'fJS aUTOV a~fjKE TfjS TaAat7Twpta~; 
> \ \ >" A < ' )t ' ,I, I ,a/\/\ OVT€ TOtS OVK E7TtakE..,.,aj1-€VOL~ j1-€ Kaj1-VOVTa 

A I ',/, I , , \ \ ~,
TOVTO 7TW7TOTE Ej1-€j1-..,.,aj1-'fJv aVTO~ T€ Kat 7Tapa oV

\ \ , 'i' , .1, ' 
vall-tv 7To/\/\aKL~ 'fJKOV €7TLaKE'f'Oj1-EVOS. 

Q T' \ , , A' ~ 't ' \ R ' 20. I, IlOL7TOV; EV Tat~ E7TW€LS Eaw ELj1-L {Japvs 1 

, \ '" ,,\..,. \' t 
TOV j1-EV aEt ytYV0j1-EVOV KPOTOV Kav n 7TOIlVS W~ 
'\ I ~ Q I " A Q' , 0 I

€l\aTTW TOV OEOVTOS aLnWj1-EVOS, TatS 0 ELW VtaLS 

cpwvals 7TpOanO€vat Katvds dgtivv, To.S Of d)~'fJ-
'" \ 'e ~ I ''''"J,O \ Aj1-tas Wa7T€p 1\£ tVOS O€X0j1-EVOS Kat OVT€ 0'f allj1-oLS 
,f \ \' I ", ~I ,..."

OVT€ XELpL TOVS €7TaW€Tas OVTE j1-€Lotaj1-an nj1-wv; 
, \ ~ \ , \ 1'~ \ f I , \ ~ I

24. EyW of aVTOVS Otoa Kat p'fJj1-aaLV E7TLaXWV O€O
\ (/ \ " f \ ~" i"

j1-EVOS fL'fJ OVTW Ilt(J,V K07TTHV aVTOVS j1-'fJo €V OLS 
, , ,.. \ ,.." ~'" \
€fLE Koaj1-0Vat TallaL1Twpnv. a 0 YJyavaKT'fJaa 7TOIl
\' t \ IT\' \ A 10' .,llaKLS V7TEP llaTWVOS KaL u'fJfLo a €VOVS 07TOT€ 
'Q ,., t \ -f) I \ \\~ ,

aOLKOLVTO V7TO TOV EaTpou, Ta 7TOIlV ot€artjKoTa auv
, A R"'''' I ,~ I \ \ 

ayovTwv Ta£s {J0atS, oLj1-aL 7TaVTas EtoEVaL, KaL yap 
Q \ , \ , ",,, ,.. \ \ ~ , 'R 
O'fJ Kat 7TpOIlOYCP TaVTa €7TaVaa, j1-atI.II.OV DE €{JOU

0 \ 'f) '" ~ , ,\ " 'i'2 I \ '" R 18 1I.'fJ 'fJfl j1-€V, En o€ TaVTOV wnfl OV TOII.j1-aTat. 
Cl5 A' \ I '\ "'0 "" Q 't. ' ~. VTO TOLVV" TO 7T1l'fJ OS TWV E7TWEt!:,EWV E7TEt

~, '{JI '" I ""'" O'fJ nvas TJauop.'fJfl ovax€patVoVTas, CP/LT)V DE yE av-

TOtS 0 ~A{eLOS xapl'wf)aL TV 7TVKVOTYJTL, KaTE'Avaa 
\ f.\ I '\ I .... ",.,,,J,

Kat a 7TpOTEpOV EV 7TIlELO(JL TaVT EV TOtS 'f0t

I aUK F. (inserted Fabr.): fI.~ inserted in r. 
2 f)V F.. Re. (eB. A before correction to 0, PM after 

correctio~'from S): ~ VUIMo. 

a By implication Libanius means himself and his own com
positions. The audience interrupt his speech, exclaim
ing that this is the real Demosthenes, and he stops them. Cf. 
Or. 3. 18, where both Demosthenes and himself receive 
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ORATION II, 22-25 


past I could have been seen hurrying on foot te the 
doors and stairways of the sick, though nowadays I 
am taken there on horse-back or by the hands of my 
slaves. Yet 'everyone would think gout and age ex
cuse enough and would rid himself of this burdensome 
obligation. But I have never made this reproach 
against those who did not come to visit me as I lay sick, 
and I have often gone visiting in person and when 
I was not fit to do so. 

23. What next, then? I am tiresome in my decla
mations: I have no good word for the applause that 
greets them on each occasion, however great it may 
be, since I regard it as less than it deserves to be; I 
demand fresh compliments above and beyond the 
normal; I receive their acclamations like a graven 
image and honour the plaudits with never a glance, 
gesture or smile. 24. I know that I have restrained 
them, and verbally too, and begged them not to 
weary themselves too much or to exhaust themselves 
in their applause for me. Everyone, I am sure, 
realizes the discomfort I have often felt for Plato and 
Demosthenes, when they have not had a fair recep
tion from the audience,G who by their applause link 
together subjects that are quite distinct. In fact, I 
even put a stop to this in my prologue, or rather I 
,vished to do so, but the wish is father to the thought! 

25. As for the actual number of my declamations, 
when I saw people becoming restive at them-for, 
like a fool, I used to think that I was doing them a 
favour by their frequency-I put a stop to that, and 
now I give to my regular pupils the declamations that 
a less flattering reception. Later scholars nicknamed Li
banius "Demosthenes the Second" or, simply, "Demos
thenes," ct. Foerster, vol. I, p. 74. 
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f3apvs. 
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TtaTaL, EKEtVO 
" 1'\ 

LIBANIUS 

OVTW '7T(IVV 8EOOtKa TC/ OOKEiv Elvat 

Kat E7TaLVE~V TWV 7TapOVTWV oE KaT"JyopE£V, Kat 
I \ A I , ~ I 'f. \ 1\ \ 

TOTE J-L€V 'faaKEW EVoatJ-Lovas ELVat Tas 7TO/\EtS VVV£ 
~\ ~ ~ \ ... " \ ~ \ 
Of (}VaTVXELV, Kat TOVTOV aEt.. TE Kat.. 7TaVTaxov Kat.. 

8' \ I 8' \ \' , \ ~ ,(I
Ka "lJ-LEpav /\EyEa at J-LO£ TOV /\0'1011. 27. ELat OE 

f ~ ..A ' \ ( ,.. \ "I
Ot TaVTa J-LEt"'fOJ-LEVOt Kat OL TOLS /\oYOtS aVtWJ-LEVO£ 
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0.1\1\0. 
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oE TO 

lilt 

I \ ,~\
TOVTWV J-LEV OVOEV 

, '\ \"
TO. 7Ta/\a£ J-L€V OVTa 

I ~\ 

oE TOVVaVTtOv E'V OO~TI Kat 7T/\OVTq> Kat oVllaJ-LE'£, WV 
A ) '"' JO'fI '\ I t/ """" I

ToaoVTOV a7TEtXOV TatS E'/\7TLa£v oaOV7TEp TOV 7TT"l
Cl8 ' ... ... \ l' I \ FIaEa8at. "'. OVKOVV TOtS J-LEV EV 7TpaTTOVat 7Tapa 248 
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<:.'\ {jl I \ \ I "'" 
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(I For the " regular" declamations cf. Or. 3 passim. The 
practice of declaiming before a select audience was popular 
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ORATION II, 25-29 


I used to give before a wider audience,-so afraid 
am I of the appearance of being tiresome.a 

26. No one, however, makes any accusation like 
that. The complaint is that I am constantly praising 
and longing for what is dead and gone, denouncing 
the present day, harping on the past prosperity and 
the present misery of the cities, and that this is 
my tale, everywhere, every day. 27. Some complain 
about this and are annoyed at my comments, but they 
are those who have benefited from the present 
situation. People who have been hard hit are among 
those who applaud them, and these are the people 
who have lost the prestige and the wealth they once 
enjoyed: on the other hand, those others enjoy 
prestige, wealth and influence, though they used to 
have as little expectation of them as they had of fly
ing in the air. 28. So to these nouveaux-riches I am 
inordinately displeasing and tiresome with these 
remarks, but with those who have been brought low 
from their affluence I am in high favour, in so far 
as I am filled with sympathy and alarm at their 
misfortunes. So then, when people call me " tire
some," why are they not more precise in their de
finition, and simply add the rider, "to themselves"? 
For I am certainly not tiresome to everybody, only 
to those who batten on the misery of the majority. 
No; if I were tiresome to everybody, I would be 
ashamed of such comments, but if to those who en
joy a prosperity of this sort, I pride myself 011 

them. 29. I would like to $IQk them if their assertion 
is that I am a liar in using such commendations and 
reproofs or not. If they say that I am, let them 
among pagan sophists at this time, c/. Eunap. V.S. 483; 
Lib. Or. 1. 101, Ep. 1075. 
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LIBANIUS 


t. ' .,' I ,. '\ \ 'Ll 
~aTWaaV WS OUK af-tEtVW TatS 7T0l\Eat Ta 7TpoauEV' , ~, '\ e ' ,~-\' ,~" \ , 
Et 0 al\fj EUEW, n XW\E7TatVOVat; n 0 OUXt TfjV 
.\ 'Ll Q" \ ,.. '\ \ \ \ • I 
al\fjuetav JJapEtaV KaI\OUatV, a/\/\a TOV E7T0f-tEVOV 
, , P.' ,\., \ \' \ I 

EKEtVn /"apvv; ou yap 0 €f-tOS I\oyos Ta 7Tpayf-taTa 
I '\ \' t 'A It, I

7TE7T0tfjKEV a/\/\ V7T0 TWV 7Tpayf-taTWV Ot I\oyot TOt
,.. I 30 'I' " -'\ \ \ \OVTOt YEY€VfjVTat. • Et7TOV on 7TW\at 7T0/\/\at 

Ll I \ \,.. e ' \ · \ \ Ll \'uuatat Kat f-tEaTa TWV VOVTWV Ta tEpa Kat uaMat 
\ '\ \ \, ~ \ \ 1,1. \ \,.. ,

Kat aVl\ot Kat qwat Kat aTEraVOt Kat7T1\0VTOS EV 
tl 1,o'J!I< ""~ I' I 
€KaaT<{J KOtVfj ns OUTOS TOtS OEOf-tEVOtS E7TtKOUpta, 

I l' ',It I \ A , \ '/~ ,\ n OVV €'f€vaaf-tfjv; Kat VVV TOVS V€WS toOt ns av , ,..\ \ ~"'~ " I., LlTOtOVTOVS; f-ta/\/\OV OE, LOOt ns av 1TEVtaV ETEpWut 
, 3' \ \ \'\ t ,,~ ,.\ Ll \ 

ToaavTfjv; I, EWt f-tEV Ot WS YJotaT av U€OUS 
, Ll I I " ~,. , , 

avauYJf-taat Ttf-tYJaatEV, taaaL 0 ws Et K0f-ttaatEV 
,,... ,... t I " f/ '" \ 
€K€W€ TaVTa ETEpWV €anv, 07T0U yE Kat TYJV 1701\
\ \ • 1 "Ll"'''' I" ,.. \FI\fjV €KaaTOV TWV UEWV YfjV ETEpOt yEwpyouaL Kat 249 

T~S 7Tpoa680v f-t'TEan TOtS fiwf-tOtS ovoonovv. 

3C1 " ~ A \ \ A ,... Jfo \ 
;<;, Et7TOV on TOtS 7TEpt TT}V YYJV 1TOVOUatV YJV Kat 

p. ' '\ \, Ll \ \ " \ \
Kt/"wna 7Tal\at Kat EauYJS Kat aTaTT}pES Kat f-tETa 

\ ., '" ~\ <;' \ \ \" \ , , 
7TPOtKOS Ot yaf-tOt. VVV OE ata 7T0/\/\WV f-tEV €pfjf.tWV 

R 182 ~eEtS aypwv oDs TO 7Tt,~€(]eat I Tatsl da7Tp&.gE<JtV 
, , Ll , ., "'r " 
EK€VWaE 7TPO<1'T€UEVTOS €TEPOV KaKOU f-tEt';)ovos, TWV 
\" ;,.'"',,.., \ I ... I 

Ta aVTpa arWV aVTWV Ef-t7T€7TI\YJKOTWV, TWV f-tEXpt 
,,~\,.. t' ;,. 1 \' ,

TWV tf-tanwv aw'rPOVWV. oaot oE Kat f-tEVOVatV EV 

1 Ta'is F., Re., Fabr.: 7(£ MSS. 

a Under Julian's reforms, cf. Or. 1. 119.17.9, 18.286 if. 
Temple properties had previously been confiscated by Con
stantine, Or. 30. 6, 62. 8. 

o Julian intended that his newly reorganized pagan church 
should engage itself not merely in religions but also in 
social and welfare activities: Julian, E.L.F. Nos. 84, 89. 
Libanins approved of this and deplores the attacks on pagan 
temples on this account, cf. Or. 30. 20. 

26 



ORATION II, 29-32 


prove that the cities were no better off before; if 
that I am telling the truth, what are they com
plaining about? If they don't call the truth tiresome, 
why do they call me, who follow the truth, tiresome? 
My comment is not the cause of the present situation: 
such comments are caused by it. 30. I have said 
that in the past there were sacrifices in plenty a : 
the temples used to be full of worshippers, there was 
good cheer, music, songs, garlands, and the treasure 
in everyone was a means of assistance to those in 
need.b What lie did I tell, then? Can you find the 
temples like this nowadays? Indeed, can you find 
such dire poverty anywhere else? 31. There are 
some who would gladly honour the gods with offerings 
but know that, if they take them there, they fall 
into some one else's hands, to judge by the cases 
where others farm the great estates of everyone 
of the gods and not a penny of the revenue reaches 
the altars.e 32. I have said that in the past the 
workers of the land used to have money chests, 
clothes, and cash, and marriages 'with dowry. Now
adays, though, you can go through miles of deserted 
farmland. The burden of taxation has emptied it, 
and there is another and worse trouble besides, 
that crew who pack themselveS tight into the caves, 
those models of sobriety, only as far as their dress is 
concerned.a Those who do stay on the farms have no 

C Julian's religious reforms were immediately rescinded 
bv Jovian and the temple lands ae-ain confiscated. O. Th. 
5~ 13. 3, 10. 1. 8 (A.D. 8(4). ~ 

it The Christian monks, who made the caves of Mt. 
Silpius their hermitage, accused by Libanius and pagans 
generally of every kind of anti-social excess. Of. Or. 30. 8 ff. 
See also Festugiere, Antioche. 
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a On the flight from the councils c/. Jones, LRE, pp. 
740 if., Liebeschuetz, Antioch, pp. 174 if., Petit, Vie munici
pale, pp. 391 if. On the decline in curial numbers indicated by 
Libanius' figures cf. Or. 48. 3 if., 49. 8. See also Or. 3~. 8, 
Ep.851. . 

b Of. Or. 49. 3I. The curial's task of collecting the taxes 
for his locality was one of his most important duties in the 
eyes of the imperial administration. The provision of heating 
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need to bar their doors: beggars have no need to 
fear bandits. 

38. You will mean our city councils, then. If 
there were nothing else amiss, this at least should 
induce you to say what I say. Instead of the 600 of 
days gone by, there aren't even sixty now. Sixty, 
did I say? In some places there aren't even six.a 

84. There are some cities where the same person 
collects the taxes,'} becomes a bathman and then 
becomes a bathman once again. What is the answer 
to this riddle? He acts the bathman by his duty of 
providing the fuel, and then the performer of this 
service becomes the bath attendant by getting hold 
of the bucket. Then there is a call for hot water 
here, for cold water there, and he has to put up with 
the bad temper of one or the other, for he cannot 
be in both places at once. 85. I< But that doesn't 
happen here. U Good Lord! I hope not! But what 
we have to consider is not the places where it does not 
happen, but that there are places where it can. In 
fact, the councils where the land is poor are ruined 
by the size of their burdens, for nobody has any 
desire for such land or purchases it. Where the land 
is better, instead of the hereditary occupants, they 
have as landlords those people who can buy it up. 
Then the councillors are depressed and depleted; 
they are not just poor; they are beggared, while 
these newcomers from heaven knows where sud
denly descend, put down the money-let's give the 
devil his due l-and luxuriate in their property, 
for the civic baths is one of the highest and most expensive 
liturgies, reserved for the prinoipales. For any such to 
undertake personally the " vulgar" task of bath attendant 
would be unheard of. 
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a There was no legal restriction on the sale of curial Jand 
until A.D. 386, O. Th. 19. 3. 1. 

b Officials and the military, aided by the principales, were 
some of the chief offenders in promoting this flight of coun
cillors from the curia. Libanius, with his customary pre
judice against the military (e.g. Or. 48. 30), here conveniently 
forgets that one of his own aunts had married a military 
officer (Or. 41. 98). 
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gaining possession of their estates, their houses, or 
both.a 36. Nowhere is there any respect for the 
council: outsiders swagger in and contract marriages, 
and we look on, join their banquets and wish them 
long life: but nobody would let his daughter get 
married to a councillor-he doesn't loathe her as 
much as that! b I would need a month if I wanted to 
give an accurate description of the misfortunes of the 
members of the councils. 

37. I know that I have complained on the soldiers' 
behalf too, as well as for the councillors, and here 
too perhaps not without good reason. They starve 
and shiver, and haven't a penny to their name-all 
through the probity of their colonels and generals 
who feather their own nests and make the lives of 
their men a misery. C The cavalrymen's horses 
starve too, and such starving means gold for the 
officers, above and beyond the pay from the emperor 
which passes through the soldiers' hands into their 
own. 38. Their glory is to get drunk, fetch up their 
food and start off at once on another round of eating 
and swilling: it is a disgrace for them to practise or 
to school themselves with proper exercises on the 
training field. As a result, all the enemy needs to 
do in action is to set up a yell, and they are off and 
away, and any who stays, stays but to be beaten: 
their souls are fearful, their bodies little better than 
shadows.a 39. Even the ground is hard to their feet 
for lack of footwear; for they are obliged, of course, 

e Of. Or. 47. 32. 
II Of. Or. 18.209 ff. The contrast here is between the high 

morale of Julian's armies and the shock following the 
disaster of Adrianople. Criticism of army efficiency was 
widespread at this time, cf. Or. 24. 3 ff., Zosimus, 4. 23. 
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to spend their money on the wife and children-for 
every one of them has both. Nothing stops them 
getting married and they don't concern themselves 
with what the mothers and the children will have to 
live on. So when soldiers' rations are so sub-divided, 
where can the man get his fill? The harm resulting 
from this is a loss of military efficiency. 40. This was 
not the case in those good old days which I commend. 
Then the officers hankered after glory, not cash, and 
no one would rob the soldiery of what was theirs. 
And the men themselves were sturdy and brave, 
specialists in warfare, and they remained unmarried: 
it was ensured that they would even have no need of 
marriage. And the horses on which the cavalry were 
mounted were a fine sight for our folk to see, and a 
fearsome one for the foe, and there was peace, and 
the barbarians counselled themselves to keep it. 41. 
And if mention must be made also of the governors 
who administer the provinces, then the best were 
selected for office, and those of them who behaved 
consistently With their character grew old in their 
chairs of office, while those who lapsed were put to 
death, and there was no appeal. That then is what 
used to produce the rule of law. 42. Nowadays, 
though, it is the man who has been able to buy it 
who scurries into office and keeps turning round to 
see, in case his successor is hard on his heels. He 
agrees straightaway that he is there for what he 
can get; and this is the prelude to his term, and what 
nreviouslv used to be done under cover is now ven-
A J. 

tured upon in fun view of all and sundry, and, even if 
he leaves office, he fetches· up some small part of the 

1 Tots inserted F., conj. Re. 
2 d:Tr'X~t F.• Cobet, Fabr.: d1TlX1J Re. (MSS.). 
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1 Sopu Myouaw Re. (~lSS.): Sopu l;"oiJa£v F.: StiJpo ~KOU(l'V 
Gasda: SOP!) ;"(J.~ovaw Fritz (commended by F. vol. III. xxvii), 
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a For examples of the purchase of office c/. Or. 4. 28; 
gg, 29; 4S. 11; Zosimus, .5. 9. The succession of governors 
in the Theodosian age was extraordinarily rapid, c/. Or. 1. 
251 ff. Between A.D. 380 and 393 there were at least eleven 
Comites Orientis. Between A.D. 353 and 364, despite three 
changes of emperor, there were only six: 'V. Downey, Comites 
Orientis and Consulares Syriae. 
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total and digests the greater part. So am I tiresome 
in hating all this and admiring the past? a 

43. Well! even if everything else reconciled me 
to the present situation, would not the state of 
oratory alone be enough to set me at odds with it ? 
Rhetoric, that in the past used to flash like lightning, 
is now under a cloud: it used to attract young 
students from far and wide, but now it is considered 
a mere nothing. 44. It is held to be like the stony 
ground on to which the sower scatters seed and then 
is enraged to lose his crop also. It is from other 
sources that the yield comes-from Latin, by all that 
is holy, and law. b Previously, if they had any train
ing, they had to bring in their law books and stand, 
with eyes fixed on the orator, waiting for the words, 
"You, read that, please." But now they are even 
secretaries C in the highest offices of state, while the 
student of eloquence, rather than of that stuff, is a 
laughing-stock for them and laments his own plight. 
45. Many people, who have saved many a man's 
property in consequence of their advocacy,tt have 
decamped from the courts and enlisted as soldiers, 
not from any desire for the fame to be gained in 
combat, but in the knowledge that if they claim 
acquaintance with arms, they will be able to marry 
straightaway and live on what the wife has, and that 
in the event of any enemy attack, in the heat of battle 

11 For the competition of Latin and law cf. Or. 1. 154, 
~13 it.; 40. 5; 48. 29 f. Liebeschuetz, pp. 243 it. 

a Fer t.';.e competition provided by shorthand, 'trvith hopes 
of preferment to the 8ohola notariorum, cf. Or. 6~. 8 if., 51. 
Julian in his appointments consciously reacted against 
Constantius' preference for notaries, cf. Or. 18. 158. OJ. 
Wolf, pp. 80 ff., Liebeschuetz, pp. 24~ f. 

d For decurions as advocates 'V. Petit, Etudiants, 179 ff. 
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II The tutelary deities of learning and of literature are 
Hermes, and the Muses led by Apollo Musegetes. 

b The tragic 'stories referred to are those of Niobe (who 
boasted of her numerous family as compared with that of 
Leto, and had her children slain by Apollo and Artemis in 
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it is the simplest matter to use one's feet instead of 
one's hands, for there will be no questions asked. 
46. And this so-called shorthand has put learning and 
literature a to flight and has monopolized the rewards 
that devotees of those subjects used to possess, either 
reducing them to poverty or causing them to gnash 
their teeth: so is it taken amiss that I complain now 
that my art has been rendered useless? 

47. "Oh!" comes the rejoinder, t< your complaints 
are not just about that. You are never satisfied with 
carping at the present and fussing about, singing the 
praises of the past." Well, my friends, what law have 
I broken, what limits have I overstepped in my grief 
on this account? How does sympathy with the un
fortunate become a crime? I regard it as perfectly 
proper to be upset by not just the troubles of one's 
own, but by those of others too. 48. And I know 
plenty of people who don't confine themselves to 
pitying themselves in their misfortunes, but who, 
even in their readings of tragedies, let their tears 
fall upon their books. Do you abuse these people, 
too? 49. It is easy to say to them, "What concern of 
yours are the children of Niobe? or that a daughter 
of Cadmus killed her own son? Is Laius your father? 
Oedipus, your brother? What's Hecuba to you
your mother? Have you got Creon of Corinth for an 
uncle, or Glauce for a cousin?" Only just recently 
haven't I regarded the Hippolytus of Euripides as 
deserving my laments as much as if I were present 
and witnessed his fate? b Why then don't they accuse 
consequence) dramatized by Aeschylus; of Agave and 
Pentheus, Euripides' Bacchae; of the Oedipus by Sophocles; 
ofthe Hecuba, Medea and Hippolytus of Euripides. Libanius 
had evidently composed a declamation on the Hippolytus 
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story only just recently. For his progymnasmata on Medea 
and Niobe cf. vol. viii, pp. 373, 391 F. 

a For this morbidity of outlook in Libanius, increased in 
part by the depression produced by gout and migraine, cj, 
Or. 1. 151, 35. 25, 62. 53. 

b Cited from Plato, Resp. 451 A. Of. also Or. 1. 158. 
Adrasteia is Nemesis, whose cult, connected with the Olym
pia, enjoyed much popularity in Syria: cf. Seyrig, Syria. 
xiii (1932), pp. 30 if. 
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me of being affected by events that happened before 
the Troj an War? 50. Good heavens! when young men 
are carried out to burial and their fathers follow the 
bier, don't you join the cortege of mourners, though 
no bond of kinship demands it? You can expect to 
be reproved for it, then, even though the parents to 
whom you have extended this token of sympathy 
count themselves in your debt.a 51. If there is 
nothing wrong in bewailing one who is not a relative, 
when he dies, how is it wrong to bewail those who 
live a life of agony, which is a far harsher fate than 
death? And if it is proper to feel despondency when 
a city is in sore straits, why not for a province, too? 
And if for one province, why not for more besides? 
5~. Those who sympathize with me in my grief, 
however far removed they may be from the world of 
learning, receive my affection. Will I not be doing 
injustice to people in other walks of life, if I refuse to 
accord them the same? We are not Cypriotes, not 
yet-and may Heaven forfend b-have we beheld our 
city laid low by earthquake, but still you could hear 
many people moaning and lamenting, " Alas, poor 
cities! Where on earth are you now? " and· no one 
has reproved us for thinking that we shared in the 
disaster, though separated from the island by such a 
stretch of sea.a 53. What is the point of this un
necessary fuss? I am no leader of armies, nor did I 
participate in the £ghting in Thrace, either as general 
or as private d: I could never have borne the sight of 

e Severe earthquakes afflicted Cyprus in A.D. 343 and 
365, but these seem to be. too early for a reference here. The 
most likely is that recorded in A.D. 374/5 by Zosimus (4. 18). 

d The battle of Adrianople, A.D. 378, when Valens was 
killed, c/. Or. 1. 179; 24.3 f.; Amm. Marc. 81. 13. 
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1 ff~Ta(]a. F. (CAPBM): J'~T1](11l Re. (VUI). 

a His immunity from curial liturgies came to him as 
sophist of the city. 

b Private building in Antioch was very much the fashion 
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that great battle even from some coign of vantage in 
a tree-top, but still, when I heard the result of the 
engagement, I beat my brow, tore my hair and pon
dered on the causes of the disaster, and next day 
imparted them to others too. Was I at fault in this, 
then? Who will tell me so ? 

54. I am no councillor: I have immunity because 
of my concern with rhetoric, a but I can still be upset 
at the poverty of the councillors and the wealth 
amassed by the lackeys of the governors. Some of 
these, only recently hawkers of meat, bread or 
vegetables, have grown great· on the property of 
the councillors and enjoy just as much respect as 
they, so great is the wealth they possess. 55. Others, 
just by the size of their houses, are a nuisance to 
their neighbours, for they do not allow them the 
enjoyment of full clear daylight.b Isn't it the case, 
then, that you can s.ee nothing wrong with them in 
this change and undermining of their fortunes, 
whereas anyone who cannot keep silent on this matter 
is vulgar and tiresome? 56. But in your case, if one 
of your relatives becomes your equal in wealth, you 
are green with envy; the situation is intolerable, 
and you would cheerfully put Lady Luck in the dock. 
Yet you expect me to commend her for fair dealing, 
though she has used men so unfairly both in ruining 
those on whom she should have smiled and in grant
ing her favours to guttersnipes. 57. Or do you think 
I should also commend the fortunes made by the 
racing ddvers,c or those won by Certain other in-

at this time (Or. 11. 227) and ostentatious town houses were 
built both by honoraU and by principalss. 

c Libanius thought as little of the races and the theatre as 
did Julian. Of. Or. 16. 41 ff. Jul. Misop. 840 a, 348 d ff. 
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1 p,lPJPLVa.V Re. (MSS. except BMV): [a.v] F. 

a The baldric ('~V1]) is the symbol of the C1Tpa,TL~T1J:; 
(officialis); similarly dvagupis Kat 'WIJn]P, Or. 6'2. 14: ef. 
R.E. xvii. 2047, 8.'1'. " Officium." 

b The innuendo is again that of pederasty. 
C Julian. For his purge of the civil service cj. Or. IS. 

131 if. (Vol. I, pp. 365 if.) 
a The precise nature of this supervision of coppersmiths 

42 



ORATION II, 57-60 


dividuals by reason of the amusement they provide, 
and their easy passage to service posts G; and the 
way mere lads are debauched and their fathers look 
on complacently, and how they sleep for the greater 
part of the day and spend their nights waiting to 
bathe? And what they do in this period of waiting, 
and where they do it, I forebear to mention. b 

58. My emperor-and I know that any commenda
tions I make of him will cause offence-my emperor 
had four secretaries and seventeen couriers only c : 

the minister in charge of them held the job as reward 
for the long years of service as superintendent of the 
armouries,G and the rest made the cities prosperous. 
But nowadays there are 520 secretaries and more than 
10,000 couriers/I and the minister in charge of them 
turns up as prefect whenever he likes. 59. At this I 
am smitten to the heart: I cannot help but speak the 
truth about it, and I have my supporters, just as you 
have each other at your fine parties, where there is 
plenty of iced water laid on and plenty of misconduct, 
and where there is competition in vice and winning is 
a disgrace, and where not the gods but those respon
sible for our present woes receive hymns of praise.! 

60. "Yes," comes the reply, "it is by harping so 
often on this that you are tiresome." But is it right 
for the speaker to be reproved for harping upon what 
he is justified in saying? How can it be? Either 
is unclear. It seems to be connected with arms manufacture, 
which was a state monopoly, controlled by the magister 
oificiorum (Not. Dign. Or. XI. 18 ff.). 

e Agentes-in-rebus or uTpa/nwTG.-:'. 
f This jibe is directed against the Christians influential at 

court and in Antioch. According to him, they are drunkards 
(hence the snow to cool the wine, if. Or. 1. 76) and sexual 
perverts. 
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€I\I<OS Laaau at TOV OoVVWP.€VOV €I<€I\€VE p.1] UTE

' 'S' \ -. \ \ " \ " V€£v. 64 • a'11'OUOS T1)v '11'aI\atav tUXvv TE Kat wpav 
.... 1\ \...., ~ I ., I I 

Ta£s '11'OI\€U£, I<at TTJS '11'aI\LV'P0tas al<ovU'[). 1<0.'1'0., \" e 't:. '\ \1
CTTTJaov €tS' TTJV €fmpou €V '1'0.5 LV TOVS I\oyovs J I<at 

I ~ , , " _ ~ \ " I 'I 
TOT aVTOVS a'11'a£T€£ TOU KatpOV T1)V WI\OYLav. €L 
1;'1 t I Q S"f \ \ \' \ ... y, ,
OE 7] voaos flao',::>€L 1<0.£ TO l<aKOV a€t P.€£':,OV y£\ \ I \ \ ... , , ...., 

R 198 YV€Ta£ 1<0.£ p.Ll<pa TO. npo TOU '11'pOS TO. VVV Kat Tt

l ~ rdp F. (MilS.): K(]'~ yap Re., Fabr. I S{Kata Re, (~.fgs.) : 
~fKTEa F.: 3lKaLOV Gasda. 

II uvv£K{3,,{3£wKIvaL F., Re. (ACPBM): Uvft{3£{3u,OKEva£ Fabr. 
(VUIMo.). 

3 (hrOaTp'~"~s Re. (1tfSS.): a1To~paTms F. 
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ORATION II, 60--64 


improper statements should not be made or justi
fiable ones should.,.-and often. 61. You see us ad
dressing each other in the same words every day 
without being tiresome or annoying in what we 
say. In fact, we give pleasure by it, and anyone who 
fails to greet us, slights us. And those youngsters 
who sing to you round the table and to the accompani
ment of whose songs you drink-don't they pass you 
your cups with the same refrain and provide more 
pleasure than the actual drink? a So how is it that 
that is not tiresome, while this is? If that suits your 
drinking, this suits our misfortunes. 62. I know many 
people who have died of grief at some disaster, but 
nobody has ever reproached them for not having put 
a stop to it before that, but they were even thought 
to have had a proper appreciation of their troubles by 
dying and so taking leave of their grief. 63. Put an 
end to all the indignities I have mentioned, and you 
win put a stop to my comments about them. If they 
continue, why do you try to divert my tongue? The 
very facts induce me to speech~ Your behaviour is 
like that of a doctor who is incapable of curing a 
wound and yet tells the agonized patient to stop 
moaning. 64. Restore to the cities their vigour and 
glory of old and you will hear my recantation. Place 
oratory back in its former place, and then you can 
require it to sing the praises of the present. But if 
the ailment progresses and the trouble waxes ever 
greater, if the past is of little account as compared 

(l A typical pagan misrepresentation of Christian religious 
ceremonial. 

4. eM <~t'ov> F.; d.d 'YlYV€'Ta~ <P.Et,OV> Fabr.: IC(lKOV (Ka.
IMV> &.€~ Gasda. Read 1(aICov 1T'Ep,ytYV€'TaL? 
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f '.1.. \f '" I I/J-twTEpa Ta 't'aVI\OTEpa I(at aTt/J-OTEpa Ta I(PEtTTW, 
I I .1..0 " ,Y' 'Y'Tt /J-E 'T'1]V 't' opav avaYl(al:;.EtS EYKW/J-taI:;.EtV; I, l' "" «,I I ,
65. MaJUOTa /J-EV ouv Ta TTJS OtKOV/J-EVTjS a1TaOTjS , '" , f3 \ , I, I f 

E/J-avTov VEv0/J-tKa EI\'TtW TE I(at XEtPW, Kat yt
I'll ., A ,JI It, I 

YV0/J-at TOWVTOS' OtOV av /J-E 1TOtWOtV at €KEtVTjS roxaL,
"0 ~ « .I.. \ ... I , , '''t:.I

/J-tOEW' at (JE ° 't'tI\WV 'T'1]V O£KOV/kEVTJII OVK abws. 

66. el 8' oov I Kat KaTaKAe:tot /J-E TtS els rljv ~1T€P F 260' 
T~S €VeYK01JOTjS 1Tp6votav, aroXE£v /J-0t 801(101 TatS 

/J-ETOtl({atS' aVTTJ 1ToAAwv TtVWV ot TdS al5'Twv l(aTa
\' 1\ \ II , ~ \ ,,, \ 
I\L1TOIITES 1TOI\€tS I(at OtKOVS, lOt OTJ Kat Otl(OVS Kat 
,~'" J/ C ~ , ,~ , .... ".I.. It.'R 194 Ovo av ovap TJoEWS toOVTES OV1TEp E't'voav, bEIIOt 
\" """ ~"""" I 1 \ ,

1TOl\tTWV KpaTEtV OtOVTat oEW TPE/J-0VTES /J-TJ v0/J-0v

On f3a(1£AEVS' Elvat TWV 1Tapa86gwv 1TAO~TWV EV
0 , 7 , 't. ... «, J/l' I 
was. 6. OLS OVK Ebapl(Et Ta TJ/J-ETEpa EXE'V, 
'\\' " " , I T' 0'" Ial\l\a Kav atTtaOTjTa, 'TtS 'T'1]v vXTJv V/J-0VVTat, Kat 

" .1. ' \ I , "'0' t ... f/apvs 0 /J-E/J--ra/J-EVOS' TO yap EtS TOV v/J-aS' 'l'}I(EtV f3 
'" 1" " .... , ,~1TapPTJ(nas oV'Tas OWt1TEp EOTE, 1TWS OV 1TavO€tVov; 

, ~I '''' I , '~I Y'68. Et OE yEWpyOS wv aE, (J1T€tPWV OVo€V I(o/J-t'o0

f3 ' ....,... ... I \ f3'I I
/J-EVOS KaTE OWV TWV ETWV TWV TO /J-EV I\a OVTWV TO 
"" '''' ~, '\ I ,\ 'f' '" ... 0'OE OV OEOWKOTWV, 0X/\TJPOS av TJV TOtS TaVTa Ka 
f/ ", I ,,,, 1"\ '0 ...
El(a(JTov ETOS al(ovov(Jt; I(at 1TWS EVTJV /J-'I'} PTJVEW 
, , '" " Q' I I "\ \
EV aVX/J-0tS Kat E1T0/J-fJP,aLS Kat vO(JTJ/J-a(Jw a/\l\otS 

I.... \ I " \ Y' 69 '\\ \I(at 71J 1T€pt 'T'1]v (J1Topall aVT'I'}v ':,'I'}/J-LCf; • a/\l\a 
\ \ , , , "'" \ ,

J.L'1]TPOS /-tEll T7]KOp,EVf}S /J-TJKE(J' 1I00WV EoE' I(l\a€LII, 
'<:;' '" \ <\ \ \" \"" A

1TaTpwos OE TJ Kat 1TPO T'I'}S P,TJTPOS all itTJ KaKWS 

1 <OU> TpJpoVTES Re., Fabr, 

II A fair example of the philanthropia professed by Liba
nius and Themistius, ren~dniscent of Terence; Heauton" 77, 

b For immigration into Antioch, previously commended 
in 01', 11. 163 :If" oj. Liebeschuetz, p. 99. Libanius in the 
Theodosian period is very critical of this development, cf. 
Or, 10,25,41. 6. His special target here is the honorati who 
settle in Antioch. 
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with the present, if things of little worth are held more 
precious, and the better is of less repute, why do you 
force me to speak in praise of our loss? 

65. So when I have particularly considered the 
state of the whole world, good and bad alike, to be 
my own concern, and my attitude is such as its 
fortunes make it,a one who so loves the world does 
not deserve to be an object of hatred. 66. So, even 
if I should be confined just to consideration for the 
city that bore me, her I regard as ill-used in the 
immigration of many persons: these leave their 
native towns and their homes,-if indeed they have 
homes to leave and if it were not the case that the 
last place they would pluck up courage to see, even 
in their dreams, was their own birthplace-and, 
outsiders as they are, they regard it as their right to 
ride rough-shod over citizens, and they are all of a 
tremble in case the emperor should decree an in
vestigation into their unexpected wealth. 11 67. They 
are not satisfied with possessing what is ours, but if 
there is any word of blame for Fortune, they are up 
in arms, and anyone who complains is tiresome. For 
you, being the people you are, to be brought to 
such a pass with regard to your freedom of expression, 
that is a most dreadful thing. 68. If I were a farmer, 
sowing my seed all the time and getting no return, if 
I grumbled at the years that took all and gave 
nothing, would I be a nuisance to those who heard it 
year after year? Ho'w could I help complaining in 
times of drought, flood, and agricultural diseases 
also, and in the losses made upon the actual sowing? 
69.lfit is right to grieve when one's mother is wasted 
by long illnesses, should a man make merry when his 
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')..,1 ~ ~, ~I \... \ 

a't'LKOtTO. 71. O€OVuTVX1]Tat OE JLOt Kat TOVTO TO 
, ... '\ I \ \ \ 0:- '\ \ 

JLaT1]V JL€ TaVTa (iMTtUat. 7T€PL 7TaVTOS yap JLWV\OV 

oLaAlyoVTaL TOtS fiau£AEvuw ots TOVTOV JLIT€uTW 
"... \' \ \ ).., , f Q""
1] TWV T'rjI\LKOVTWV, Ka(. TO. UVJL'f'EpOVTa V7r€p/"aVT€S 

, ).." l' ... \ , 7Cl \, \::.... ... 
a't' WII xaptovVTat I\€YOUUL. "'. Kat noEL TOtS 
N\ \ ' " ,~" \ " \ tl

al\l\OIS E7TtnJLall; Ovo aVTOV EKW1]ua TOV V1TapXOIl 
,).., I~ ... Q \... " (t\ 1 '" ELS 't'pOVTLOa TWII /"OVI\WV E£7TWII 0 nlla OUK av 

, , ) <I \, ..., \ './. '\::
€7TEU7TaUaTO; OTt TO YEIIOS TOVTO EKI\€t'f'Et 7TaLUWII 

fiovAEvTa'is Ot3K JUOJL€VWII, Yc!JLWV at3Toi:s 0t3 yt

YVOJLEIIWII I TOV fiOVAEVHV KaKWV ElvG.t OOKOVVTOS 
, , f ~, '\ I \, t' \ 
EaxaTov. 73. 0 ° €l\EYXEW JL€V OVK €LXE JLOt TOV 
\' '\ \::\ A ~'" ... \

1\00000V1 Et7TWII OE KaKWS TP€LS 1] T€TTapas TWV 1TOl\t-

TEvoJLlvwv crUv 0PYV JLEyc!All 7Tav 0 7TpOaijKEV cPETO 
\ , \... )..,... 1 , \ • \ "\:: 

7TE7TI\1]pWKEVat Kat Tep TpV't'all 7Tal\W aUTOV EOWK€. 

T ' '\" \ , "B '" B'" .74. ~ ow I\O£7TOV; EVXEU at TOtS EOtS XEtpa 

1 Tpv~6.v F., conj. Re.: 'Yp&~ftv Re. (edit.), Fabr. (MSS.). 

a A commonplace with Libanius. " 
b Especially the tutelary goddess of Antioch, the Muse , . 

Calliope (Or. 1. i02; 31. 40). 
c The emperors are Theodosius and Gratian, not (as 

Foerster, vol. I, p. 208) Arcadius. Arcadius did not become 
emperor until A.D. 383. 

d The prefect is usually identified with Domitius Modestus, 
praefectus praetorio Orientis (=ppO), A.D. 369-377. Liban
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country is in sore straits, for she should mean more 
to him than his mother, even? a I knew that my 
conduct was pleasing to the deities who took her 
under their,protection,b and this I knew to be right. 
So if my behaviour was right, I did no wrong. 

70. This then is the sum of one matter that in
duced me to speak, but there is another, no less 
weighty. I hoped that my remarks would have some 
effect, and would serve as a cure and corrective, 
transmitted from person to person until it reached 
the emperors' ears.C 71. This has been a vain hope 
and I have not succeeded. Those who have the ear 
of our rulers converse with them on any matter but 
this, neglecting things of importance and reporting 
only what will win them favour. 72. And what need 
to reproach all and sundry? Not even the prefect 
himself did I move to concern himself with the local 
councils, though I said what would convince anybody, 
that this class of person would die out, since council
lors would have no children, they remain unmarried 
and their status is regarded as the worst of all 
possible evils. 73. He could not refute what 1 had 
to say, but flew into a temper and abused three or 
four of the councmors, thought that he had done his 
whole duty, and took himself to his flesh-pots again.a 

74. What recourse have we, then? Pray the gods 

ius' intervention, which was certainly made in person, would 
then have occurred at least four years before the composition 
of this oration, and under a different emperor. A nearer date 
in the reign of Theodosius seems more appropriate, and the 
most likely candidate would be Neoteriu$ (ppO; A,D. 380
881), who had apparently sponsored the consular Carter ius 
(for whom cf. PLRE 182 (8)). This incident would account 
for the unflattering picture of the prefect, which is unlike any
thing Libanius wrote about Modestus. 
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'It. ,..... t ..... \ '" ....., A

op€sat Kat TOtS UiPOLS Ka~ TOtS Y€WpYOLS I<:at rats 

fiovJ.rus Kat Til rwv tE~~vwv ~Wvfj Kat ra fL~V 
,~ I I 'c: f ,~ , ~"~I Fau otKatWS "f)v~YjfL€va fLLKpCL 7T'OLYjaaL 1 TO. ot'! aOLKWS 262. 

,l. I ,t ~ ~ ~ I'eKaTCL'f'povoufLEva TO. CLVTWV l<:OfLLaCLa aL oovvat TE 
,).. ,,. \ ..... ) \ ..... ..... " 

CL'f'0PfLCLs EfLOL XapCLS CLvn TYjS VVV CLVtaS. 

I 
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to stretch their protecting hand over temples, 
farmers, councils and the language of the Greeks, to 
bring low all that has improperly been raised up, to 
allow what· is unjustly despised to recover its due, 
and to grant me, in place of my present woe, full 
cause for joy. 
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FOR THE PEASANTRY, 

ABOUT FORCED LABOUR 






INTRODUCTION 

THE date of composition is shown by the reference to 
C. Th. 15. 9. 1 (§ 12) to be after July A.D. 384. 
Parallels with the first oration against lcarius (Or. 27. 
14 if.) place it firmly in Iearius' term of office as Comes 
01'ientis, in the winter 01' spring of A.D. 385. 

The situation in Antioch was then embittered by 
the prolongation of famine conditions, which had 
existed since A.D. 382. Then Libanius had, by his 
personal intervention with the Comes, averted the 
risk of civil dJsorder, which usually accompanied such 
crises, and had protected the bakers from excessive 
victimization (Or. 1. 205 if.). Now, however, under 
lcarius, whom he had regarded as his protege, he 
found the offer of his services in a similar situation 
rejected. learius, indeed, resorted to the extremes 
of control-regimentation of the bakers' corporation, 
supervision by his own nominees of both the bakeries 
and the markets generally, the imposition of fixed 
prices and of rationing for bread, not to mention the 
more normal imposition of emergency demands upon 
the city councillors for their services in maintaining 
the food supply (the sitegia: cj. Or. 27-29 passim). 
All such measures were applied by his agents with 
the brutality and venality characteristic of the ad
ministration. Simultaneously, an influx of hungry 
refugees into Antioch exaggerated the general 
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increase in the population of the city, which was a 
feature of this period (Or. 27. 6), so creating a 
problem of accommodation, which was almost totally 
ignored in the building projects then being instituted 
by the rich magnates resident in the city. Needless 
to say, the ordinary city councillor, in the face of 
such a combination of pressures, found himself 
squeezed between the increased demands of the ad
ministration and the growing discontent of the hard
pressed proletariate. 

Libanius, piqued at personal slights and genuinely 
distressed at the situation in Antioch, resumed his 
role as the spokesman of the oppressed, and began 
a series of orations against the excesses of lcarius' 
administration. The personal attacks, which contrast 
so strongly 'with the oration of advice to lcarius upon 
his arrival (01'. 26), commenced in the late autumn 
of A.D. 384 with a speech of protest to him against 
the conduct of his nominees towards the bakers (Or. 
29), moving on, early in A.D. 385, to the open attack 
upon him for neglecting to control these subordinates 
(Or. 27), aU these orations being designed to influence 
opinion in Antioch, until he finally composed an ora
tion, ostensibly addressed to the emperor, demanding 
lcarius' dismissal for the malpractices which he de
scribes (Or. 28). At the same time, he composed, 
also for the attention of the imperial administration, 
the present oration, taking his stand upon considera
tions of natural justice and public utility. The same 
grievances, which are used in the nan'owly personal 
attack upon the governor, are here deployed in the 
exposition of a point of principle in a spirit of gen
uine social reform, the two sets of arguments sup
plementing each other as doublets in the same way 
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as those of Or. 33 and 45 are to do in the following 
year. 

The point of principle upon which Libanius seizes 
here is the local custom of the casual requisitioning 
of forced labour.a According to Libanius, the 
practice was peculiar to Antioch and of long standing. 
Had it been imposed by the city council he might 
well have been less bitter in his complaints, but the 
authorization evidently came from the Comes alone, 
and there was a sharp contrast between the efforts 
of the central government to regulate the demands 
for the angariae in the GurSU$ publicus from A.D. 382 
om.vards (if. C. Til. 8. 5. 38~45) and the continuance 
of this casual requisitioning of services by the officials 
resident in Antioch. Icarius, indeed, upon entering 
office had proclaimed his disgust at this practice and 
had announced his intention of stopping it: instead, 
it had been applied more arbitrarily than ever (Or. 27 
15 f.). Extensive demolitions and rebuilding in the 
city, both public and private, brought with them the 
problem of disposal of rubble and debris. Expendi
ture on this was avoided by obtaining a permit from 
the Comes through his officials to requisition the 
services of animals and their owners to perform the 
task. The victims of this practice were, without ex· 
ception, the peasantry visiting the local market, 
whose social status was thus demonstrated as being 
inferior to that of the townsmen. Since the city 
itself possessed draft animals in large numbers, and 

" The phrase 1T€pi 'TWV ayyapfLwv may well be a later 
intrusion into the title, since the term does not appear in the 
text of the oration. This type of local requisitioning is not 
to be confused with the general system of clyyapliuL by im
perial regulations (for which c/. C. Th.. 8. 5). 
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yet refused to use them for its public services, the 
inequality of treatment became the more glaring 
(§ 5). Even worse was the extension of the practice 
to the services of private individuals (§§ 16; 20 ff.). 
The consequence was that both the public and 
private interests in the city of Antioch were being 
run on the cheap in crude monetary terms but that 
the returning peasants suffered personal inconveni~ 
ence and even danger, as well as economic loss, and 
so began a boycott of the markets which in turn 
affected the citizens by increasing the prevailing 
scarcity and raising the cost of living. 

The arguments deployed before the emperor are 
those of justice and public utility. Whether they 
affected the conduct of the administration in any 
way is more than doubtful. In the next year Libanius 
was to publicize yet another kind of administrative 
abuse~that of prison conditions. However partial 
he may be in the presentation of his arguments, he 
certainly illuminates the growing social unrest and 
economic depression which were to provoke the 
violence of the riots against the statues in A.D. 387. 
The oration also clearly reveals the growing impo~ 
tence of the city council. The influence of the Comes 
is all-important, and this in turn is applied upon the 
solicitation of various potentates, but the councillors 
themselves, both as landlords and as agents re~ 
sponsible for collection of taxation demanded by the 
central government, retain the odium attached to 

. ..... ,"1 1 1 l' -I- rlthelr nommal autnorlty. lIie aouses 11ere .ls"e... con
tribute to that rift between urban and rm:allife which 
is displayed in Or. 47 (De Patrociniis), and are a sharp 
contrast to the rhetorical praises of country life 
which appear both in Libanius (Foerster, vol. VIII 
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pp. 261 fr., 349 fr.) and in Themistius (Or. 30) and are 
a commonplace in the schools. Libanius here has 
the merit of indicating clearly that the economic 
basis of his urban society lies in the maintenance of 
the rural economy. 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Only four manuscripts (CAPl) survive for this ora
tion. Although all have the same title, it is possible, 
as Foerster suggested, that the phrase 'IT€P!. TWV 
dyynp€LWV is an addition by a Byzantine scholar. A 
collection of excerpts compiled by Macarlus Chryso
cephalus in the 14th century preserves four passages 
from the speech under the title 'lTtpt TOU €v Tn 'lToAH 
1T'Y]AoiJ. 

The editio princeps was that of Gothofredus, Geneva, 
1631, with Latin version and notes (Libanii Sophistae 
Orationes IV), reproduced in his Opera Juridica 
Minora, Leiden, 1733. Reiskc's edition, Altenburg, 
1791, incorporates these notes. The latest editor was 
Foerster. Monnier translated the speech. Assess
ments of it appear in Pack, Studies, Petit, Libanius et 
la 'Vie municipale. 
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R ii. 551 1. El KaL 1TEpt f.J..~KPWV 80gw nULv, Jj f3au~A€fJ, F iii. 
A e \ \ 1 l' \ \ I , \ '" 

1TOLE£U at TOVS l\oyOVS, atV\a UOt yE OV 1T£P£ f.J..£KPWV 
l' ~ 'e \ / ~" A" ., '" ~/

Otf.J..a£ UOSEW I\EY££V ow TO 1Tav on1TEp av TJ utKa,ov
/ / 0 ,/ f3' ,..fL£ya K€KP~U at 1Tapa UO£. UVJ1: aw££ uE TaVTa<")' 

i;" 

• \ l' , , 1 I , I \U1T€P wv atiOVUTJ UYJfLEPOV, 0 E£KOTWS €IE Kat 
, ., 8" 't ''I "\ Ii;'

fLOVOV E1TEL EV av 1TWS. ou fLal;;,W fLOt TYJV (£1\1TWa 
A' ,\ \ \ \ A " ~'1\ e'" \ I1TOtEt TO TaVTO leaL I\VUtTEI\E'W. on OE Q.l\YJ YJ I\EyW 

, ,,.. f , e ,.. I '" -l. \ 
1Tap aVTWV V1TapsEt UOt TWV 1TpaTTOfL€VWV, W 'f'tl\

aV8pW7iOTaTE {3aUtAEV, f.J..a8Etv. I 
2. TIoAAa. 1TO£Et XOvv ev Tats 1TO.\WW, if> OEta I;"' 472 
-l. \1 I " 8 13 f ~\ I

KE'f'aI\YJ, 1T£1TTovua~ OtKtat ua pat, at uE TEKTOVWV 
I \ I e 1\ I 0 I \ ,

TeXV[! I\VOfLEVat, Ef.J..EI\£Ot Vf.ats n EfLEVO~> 'lrEp/" Ot
~ I ~ I ,,\,.. / 

KOU0f.J..YJf.J..aTa oYJfLoUta Ta aVTa TaVTU ytyvoW:va. 

Ai;" \ ,\, A Q" , lie -l. /


TOUTOV OYJ TOV U1TO TOUTWV XOVV uE/, I-tEV ESW 'f'EpE,.." ,-l.' ., >I '" c::: I 
a eat TEtXWV 01iWS E'f' OTOV1TEP EK€tTO TOUTO uE
t. , ,,~ ,\ Q I , \ , ~ I j.£atTO n w£ov '1] u'1]f.J..ouwv. 3. Kat TO f.J..EV utKaWV 
S. ',/..':f.. ' c::: '~I Q I ,\A 

'IV a'f' 'IS OtKOU0f.J..ELTat Ta o1]fLoata oa1TaV'r}S, a1To .:....:. 
I ,,, '8 \' '" TavT'1JS Kat TOUTO 1TpaTTEU at TO fLEpOS. Et yap Ta 

1 aKOVaTJ :F.: aKo15a€t.v Re. text (:a-iSS.); &.KOVGl~S conj. Re;o 
2 (0) conj. Re., F. 


3 (J(lOpai Cobet, F.! a(l7Tpal Re. (MSS.). 


a Or. 50 F., 49 Re. 

60 



ORATION SOa 

FOR THE PEASANTRY, 

ABOUT FORCED LABOUR 


1. EVEN if some believe that my orations deal "'ith 
trivial matters, Sire, I think that you at least 'Will 
not believe that I deal in trivialities, because every 
consideration of right has been adjudged of impor
tance in your eyes. Such happens to be the subject 
of which you will hear today, and this of itself may 
well carry conviction '\vith you, but what raises my 
hopes the more is the fact that it is also a subject that 
involves your interests also. And the truth of my 
statements, your most gracious majesty,b you will 
be able to gauge fTom the facts themselves. 

2. In our cities, your majesty, there is much that 
produces rubble-the collapse of derelict houses, 
their demolition by workmen and the laying of 
foundations for new ones, and the very same thing 
happening with public buildings too. The rubble 
from them must be carted outside the walls so that 
the vacant site can receive some building, private 
or public. 3. The propel' thing would be for the cost 
of doing this job to be included in the cost of the 
public building schemes, for if, in the case of timber, 

b On the" philanthropy" of Theodosius r/. 01'. 19.16 f. ; 
20. 16 f. Themist. 01'. 19. 
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C '\ \ \ \ '8 \ '8 \' I'., vl\a Ka~ TOVS I\~ OVS Ka~ K€pafLL as K(U €pyaTas 
'I " t \,... 8' 1'" " Kat T€KTOVas Kat 1TaVTa a1TI\WS t WV av TtS 1] 

R " 55(.) "~ I ,,, ", ,
11. ;:, KaTaUKl£VaUatTO Tt TWV OVK OVTWV 1] €1TWKEVa

""" , ') I '''''' IU€L€ TWV KafwvTwv, €t TOVTWV Kat TWV TOWVTWV 

8' \ ,/., , \ 8' \ '\ , \ 
~KatOV fL1] -rWyEtV T1JV a1TaV1JV T1]V 1TOl\tV, TaVTO 

I ~I ,\ \ ~ , ~, \ ~ 

KpaT€tTW otKatOV Kat 1TEpt TOV XOVV. € (, 01£ Kal\WS 
\""" I I """ I'

TO. VVV ytyvOfL€va ytYV€Tat 1TEpt TOV XOVV, Tt fL1] 

Ola 1TIiVTWV TOVTO €PXETat TWV 1TOW?JVTWV 81]fLoawv 
, ~I "" \ ,... 'A ,

oti-woofLYJfLa,' € t fLEV yap wfLoV TOVTO, KaKEtVO' Et 

8' ov Otw6v/ ovo' EKdvo. 4. &,\,\a O€tvoV T€, cL 
a \'" '''8 ' ,'\' ,fJaatl\€V, Kat a tKOV Kat KaKOV 1(0.1. l\oyOV 1TaVTOS 
, "'" I '\1 Jl8 ' E1TtEtlWVS €UTEP1]fLEVOV. Tt l\€yEtS; € 1]Ka TtfL1]V 
'I .,\ JI '1\ '\ ,. 8' \'
OpEWV 1] OVWV 1] KafL1]I\WV, €fLta wuafL1]v TOVS' E1Tt

\ I I fl " ,
fLEI\1]aOfL€VOVS TOVTWV €KaaTOV, Kat yEyOVEV €V~ 

~8 • I \ " \. '/'"TEV EV €fLOt TE Kat yvvatKt Kat 1TawLV 1] TP0-r1].
\ 8' , tl\ " ')" ,... ,Itl 

av a1TTTJ Kat €I\KEtS' Kat TO EfLov aov 1TOtEtS, Kat 

8Et TO fLEV €pya'w8at I aol, ~M1TOVTa O€ EfL€ atW~ F 413. 
1Tfiv. opa, Jj ~aUtAEiJ, fL~ 013 a4>o8pa ~aatAdas TOV-

l' , \ \ 8 \ • \ \" 8''/I~
TO TJ em TO KT1J €V €fLOI. TOV apxovTa f-'a L';;,€tV. 

, , ',It""')" , ,/... "'" I " I ,
H fLEV yap -rYJ-r0S a-ratpEtTaL fLE T1}v Ovatav Kat 

.... ,,, ,~ F 8' , " " 
TOVT EaTtV aotK1]fLa7WV tK'f), 1TaVTa EUTW TafLa 

"" '\ ,~, ') ~ , / 11 ""'" (\T1JS 1TO!\€WS' € t 0 OVoEV TOVTWV €YVWUTat, 1TWS a 
\,... I " "",I ,,, .... tI 

1Tapa TWV vOfLWV EXW TaVTa fLE OVK €q,s €XE~V;
"E '" 1\ I \ - \ '" '~'"5• aTt TTJ 1TOI\Et XWpta 1Tapa '7TaI\atwv avopwv 

R ii. 553 €V 8ta8~KatS' I OEOOfL€Va Tn 'iT6A€t. TaVTa yEWp

YEtTat TV '7TOAH Kat TO?JTWV EaTLv ~'7Tp6ab80s T~S 
, ." I .... '" "'" t\

KEKT1]fLEV1]r;. €V TOVTOtS TOtS' XWpWtS EaTt TaVTa a 
I"- "'/" ."" '\ I '" t a I

VVV E-r1]V, OPHS, OVOL, KafL1]I\OL. Tt TaVTa V'7TEpf-'at

1 S€tVOV (Toil-TO) conj. He., IVIonnier. 

a OJ. Or. 21. 15: 'Uyw -ra 1T€pl TOV xoiiv ov eK~lpm' at.Ao-rploUi 
€'OWK€V ovOtS 'Olav olKeto,s d.vayK£f'Hv. 

b On the question of the city estates of Antioch cf. Or. 
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ORATION L, 3-5 


bricks, tiles, builders and carpenters, in fact every
thing to do with the erection of a new structure or 
the renovation of one in disrepair,-if it is not the 
thing for the city authority to evade such and 
similar costs, then the same principle should also 
apply to the disposal of rubble.a If the present 
practice in disposing of rubble is correct, why does 
it not apply to all aspects of the construction of public 
buildings? If this is oppressive, then that would be 
too, and if there is no harm in this, neither would 
there be in that. 4. But there is harm in it, Sire: 
it is wrong and wicked and without any reasonable 
justification. Why! Suppose I pay a price for 
mules or asses or camels and hire people to look 
after them an, and the income from them maintains 
my wife and children and myself. Then suppose 
that you lay hands on them, take them off and make 
what is mine yours, and they must work for you 
while I must look on and hold my tongue. Observe, 
Sire, that it is quite unconstitutional for a magistrate 
to invade my property. If a verdict in law robs me 
of my possessions and this is a punishment for my 
misdeeds, then let all I have be confiscated to the 
city. But if no such verdict has been declared, then 
how do you forbid me possession of what I legally 
possess? 

5. The city has estates bequeathed to it by testa
ment from men of days gone by. These are farmed 
for the city and the income from them belongs to the 
citv that owns them. b On these estates there are 
what I have just mentioned, mules, asses, camels. 
31. 16 if., Liebeschuetz, Antioch, pp. 149 if., and in B.Z. Iii 
(1959), pp. 344 if. For a diiferent view cf. Petit, Vie rnuni
cipale, pp. 96 if. 

63 



LIBANIUS 

t , , \"f "\ !t\ \ 
VOVTES; OL T'f}V apx'f}v EXOVTES; E7T£ TaUS; Ul\/\DUS; XW

~ \ '""" " \ ....., I 't'" 
POU(lL leaL 1TOLOUVTES; aTEI\ES; 1Tav EKEWOLS; WV €O'TtV 
• I I ~ \., 1'''~ )o 	1TOVOS, TOVTWV 1TOLOua£ TO EPYOV OtS aO£Kov EV· 

, '" '\', "t; '" A I
0XI\EtV; EL yap €K€£VOtS; €::.W TOUTO TWV TETaYfL€VWV, 

\ I ~ 6" ., " ~ 7t I " KaL 'f}fLtv. • OVKOVV EXOt T£S; av oE~a, pOfLoV OVTE 
\ " ~\ \ R' \ I '~I f)'" IO'ov OUTe aN\OV t'aO'tI\EWs; OVOEVOS Ka OV Kat 

... ) " ''I , ,~ , ) " f)'
TOVT EO'TtV Ell 1\€/,TOVpYW,tS. OVOE "IE EV TO/,S; Ka 
<I " I 't "~"'..J..' .,€I(.C£O'TOV ETOS 'Ypc£fLfLaaLV EV 0£S' a OEL 'YEpELV EO'TtV 

'''- ~ I " ~I " I ...
ovoafLou 1TP0O'YEypa1TTa£' TatS OE apxovO't leat TOV

I " 't I '" \t..., ,
TO 7TEpL OTOlYTTEP a VVV I\oyos €::.EO'TW 1TO£Etll Kat 

R ii. 554 TOVS OVOVS TOVS AU TijS 1TbAEWS I 7TOtEI:V TfjS 7T6AEWS. 
, I" "'''-' 1 \ \ \

Ka£TO£ I(.at EL VOfL<P TOUTO O£WP£(7TO, KaTa fLEV T'f}V , "e ' I "1 'H , , » "'" 
EVTEV EV avayl(.'f}v EyLyVET av, OV fLEIl avev "IE TOV 

, ... ..J.. I "'~)"" \ f)'
xal\€1TWS 'YEP€tV, 'IIV 0 av LO'WS T£ Kat 7TapafLv taS' , 

19airrofJ TOV KEI:O'f)at vbfLOv. VVV 8~ I vbfLoS' fL~V F 474, 
'''- ... ... ~ I ... I I" 	 ~Ii7"

DvoafLOv, TOVTO oE 1TOI\V TO EpyOV. • TOUTO OE I 
" ., \, ~ , ... , t ~ , ~'" 'I I 
OTav Et1TW, TO aotJC"f}fLa I\EyW. 'f}0EWS a av aVTOVS' j' 

" ~'" 1" If) , \EPOtfLTjV uta Tt fL1] KaL OLKETas Kat Epa1TatVas Kat 
I ,'\ ('t" ,... 1 

O'Tpwp.aTa I(.at O'KWTj KaL afLasaS' ayovO'Lv EK TWV 
, 	 ... '\ \ ''I ' "<, ,

OLKtWV Em T'f)V '/TOI\EWS xpEtav. EL yap OTt OVK 
>It ..J.. I ,~,... "t .... l' ,
EsEan 'Y7JO'ovcnv, OVUE TaVTa €::. EO'T£ , 1TWS OUV TO 

, 't A "'" ., , " " ,

fL'f) ES €Lvat nfLWVTES OtS TOVTWV a7TEXOVTaL TO aVTO 
~ ~''I' ,.. t R ''I \ \ I \ 

TOVTO ot WV 1TOLOUO'W Vt'PtSOVO't; Kat p.'f}V V1Tt::p 
...... " , \ t~ ~ \ 'f..." 

1TON\WV aVTOUS owa ata ypap.fLaTWV vfLas EPOfLE
, It'" f)' ,.. t\ '\ "'" 

VOVS €L 1TOL7JTEOV, WS OVK OV tfLLS 1TOLEt-V 0 fL7J T'f)S 
, 't '" ... l' , \ \

TOtaVTTjS ES ouenas ETUXE. 1TWS OW OU KaL 'lTEP' 

1 3twpulTO F. (CP, yp in margo A): ~tE{prrTO Re. (AI). ;1.1 
a "Indictiones ... quibus modus canonicarum fundio

num, seu tributorum et munerum publicorum continebatur " 
(Gothofred.). 

It The magisterial relat-iones to the emperor (e.g. those of 
Pliny to Trajau t Ep. x, and of Symmachus). For regula
64 



ORATION L, 5-7 


vVhy do the magistrates ignore these and proceed 
against other people? Why grant complete im
munity to them whose task it is and impose the job 
on those wham it is wrong to burden with it? If 
this lies outside their sphere of obligation, it is out
side ours, too. 6. Nor could one point to a law of 
yours or of any other emperor whereby this also is 
part of the civic duties. Nor is it anywhere written 
into the annual list of obligations to be performed a 

that the governors should be allowed to indulge in 
the practice now under discussion and to confiscate 
to the city asses that do not belong to her. But if 
this had been defined by law; it would take place 
in accordance with the enforcement of the law, not 
without resentment, it is true, but there would 
perhaps be a measure of consolation to be derived 
from its legal enactment. As it is, there is no law 
at all, but the practice is frequent. 7. And when I 
say this practice, I mean this illegal practice. I 
would like to ask them why they don't take male 
and female slaves, bedding, furniture and carriages 
from private houses for the service of the city. If 
they say that it is illegal, this is illegal too. How 
comes it then that they show respect for legality by 
refraining from these actions and yet violate this 
very same principle by the actions that they do? 
Moreover, I know that they will communicate with 
you on many questions to enquire whether such and 
such an action should be taken since it is not lawful 
to do anything not so permitted. Ii How is it then 
tions concerning them cf C. Th. 11. 29 (e~pecially 29. 5 of 
A.D. 374, where both the governor and his staff are held to 
be criminally responsihle for any dereliction of duty in pre
senting them). 
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,)f \,; f "" I 

TOVTWV TjPOVTO Kat TO. 7Tap VP..WV avap..ELvaVTES 

OVTWS ~ €OPWV ~ ou; VVV S' aVT<p T{j> ~vyE'iv TO 
, ~ I I ~ ~ f 'I' l' ~~ 

€pWT1)aat TO p..1) TWV otKatWV ELVat TOVPYOV O(01)

"wKaaLv. 
"E I 'I ~ ·A' ." ~ s:8. n TO(.VVV, E(. fLEV TWV v'f' vfLwV TOVTO 'IV 

, I \ ~\",. ~ """ tJ..' t A I 
Eyvwap..evwv, KOLVOV UV TjV TOUTO TWV U'f' UfLLV 7T0
\ tf 1'" _"\ \ "~,, I ,
I\EWV wa7TEp av Kat TO. al\l\a. VVV 0 a7TLana TOVS 
!!\ \ D t t,..' " ,.. ,...I 
al\l\OUEV WS 1)fLas EPxofLEVOU<; EXEL 7TpaYfLa TOWVTO 
\' I , t """' Jf \, I 

Kat aKOVOVTas Kat opWVTas. EpXOVTaL yap €K 7T0~ 

'\EWV €V ais TOVTO OUK €an, Kat OUX ~YOVVTaL TdS 
t A I t\ .-." , "'?'" \' 1 ' f AR ii. 555 aUTWV I 0 XPTjv EXEW OVK EXEtV aI\I\ E vat 7TUP 1)fLtV 

" \ 'I' Q 1\o fLTj ELVat fJEI\T£OV. 
"1 ~ ~,,, T Q \" , ., ,,,

9• OOtS 0 av, W fJaatl\EU, KaL aVTOVS TOVS ap
1" ~ l' ~ " ~ IXOVTas OLS ou 7TotOUaLV wv opwaL KaT1JyopOUVTas. 

l' , " , • ~ I I IF'
OUTOL yap TWV fLev EV ovvafL€L yeYEvl)fLEVWV Kat 47:),

'8 t I ,~ " I " aTpaT07T€ wv 1)Y1)aafLEVWV aWOVVTat TOUS TE OVOVS 
\ !~\ \ \ I 'A t _ 

KaL TaI\I\a, KaL 7TapepxovTat TOV XOVV Ot TaVTa 
'\ I • I "",l. I \, 0 A

el\aVVOVTES avw7TaafLEVatS TaLS 0'f'pvaL Kat op OLS 
" " " \ la I ITOts aVXEa£, Kav ns l\afJ1)TaL TWOS 7TaptOVTOS 7Tapa

I 1""1 "\ '\ ~ \ C \ " \
VEVOp..1)KE. TWV al\l\wv oE ot fLEV fLETa 7TOVOV TO. 

,l. ,... ,,.. t , " ~,,' , Q\ ,,/. \ I 
a'f'wv aVTWV pvovTat, Ot 0 av aVTLfJl\E'<f'aL TOl\fL1)

I fI A l'0'awaL, TV7TTOfLEVO~ p..av avovaLV on KpEtTTOV 1)V aLW
" I ",... I \~ I ,~7T'rJ 7Taax€W KaKWS. TOV TOtVVV p..1) oLKatWS TovaOE 
Iy 0 ' \ " \ "'" A7TLE':;,Ea aL TO fL1) Kat 7TUVTas TO. TOLaVTa 7TOVEW 

,... , \ ,~ \ t'l' I , ; 
(1)p..E£oV. E£ yap OvoE£S V7T EKEWWV OV 1TOVOUVTWV 

a I , , ~, <I~' , " , 
7TapafJaLVETat VOfLOS, ouo OLOE vOfLq> 7TPOS TOUT 

" aYOVTat.
'E A It' \, I10, pEL TOLVVV TtS WS EL KaL fJ,1) YEypafLfLEvov I..... , " 1\\""0" "O~') \ , ITOUT EaTtV wv\ ELSE OS 1)KEL. E 1) OE EL fLEV aKL
'" , I \ I'I~ I 0v1JTa 7TaVTa EfLEtVE'V, ELKOS TL Kat OLOE 1TE7TOV aa, 

OEOOV"EVK(hES TOtS €OEaw' el O~ "'''VTa, 1ToAAd. Otd. 
, ,.." ,... I 't' '" 

7TaVTOS TOU xpOVOV TOLS KpE£TTOatV ELsaVTWV TWV 
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ORATION L, 7-10 
r 
t that they did not make enquiries on this matter too 
I. 

I 
[ 
f and, after awaiting your reply, act accordingly? 

Simply by omitting to enquire they have shown their 
actions to be illegal. . 

8. Moreover, if this were one of your edicts, itr 
I would be of universal application to the cities under ~ 

your sway, as are the other edicts also. But visitors 
to us from elsewhere are possessed by disbelief when 
they hear and see such goings-on. They come from 
cities where this practice does not exist, and their 
notion is not that their home town does not possess 
a privilege it should have, but that there exists here 
a practice we could better do without. 

9. And you may observe, Sire, that the governors 
themselves by their omissions proclaim their sins of 
commission. They respect the asses et cetera of re
tired officials and military officers, and their drivers 
pass by the rubble with disdainful face and noses in 
the air, and if somebody claims any of them as they 
pass by, it is an outrage. But anybody else either 
rescues his animals with much trouble or, if he dares 
look askance, learns under the lash that he would 
do better to suffer in silence. So the fact that not 
everyone performs these duties is proof that these 
people are unjustly oppressed, for if no law is broken 
by those not doing the task, these here are not 
iegally forced to do it either. 

10. But it will be objected that even if this is not a 
matter of statute, it has passed into custom. If all 
customs remained inviolate, there is some sense in 

L... ." . h" !, Tl ..L • .t! ImeIr SlaVlS aunerence to CUSWffl. Dill. 11 many apse 
with the passage of time, with the worse giving way 

1 1J7T' F. (I): €11" Re. (CAP). 
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I " ,,, "I,!.'
XEtpOVWV~ }J-1] TO 7rEpt T1JS TOU 7rpO:Y}J-aTOS 'fUU€WS 
~_\I B.J..I . '" "'ll \\1
otU/u:y€U at 'f€VY0V'TES €1Tt. TO 1T€1Tpaxuat 1To/\/\aKtS 

.J.. 1 "8 8 '''I:. ., 1KaTa'f€VYOVTWV. ax Ea at yap a~tOV 01'£ Y€YOVE 
", '\'", \ .... ,,... ~, ,.. I 

7ro/\/\aKtS, 	0./\/\ OUK Em TWV aVTWV ota. TOVTO }J-€
"" <I \~'"VEtV. 1.1 TJaav TtvES OL 1TovTJpav eopT1Jv €£O"'rJyayov 


.. "A I.J.. I '!' <:" \ 1 1 ,
R 11. 556 €LS 	TTJv l.la'fvTJv. TJv OE TO 1TaVTa TP01TOV aaXTJ- F 476 
"t' " " 1 t" Q '\ \

J1-0VHV E0prrJV 1TOtEtV. TOtJTO TtS KaT'OWV fJaO"LI\EUS 
, \ 	 ".J.. ' 8' \ '" €'1TtELKTJS Ka£ aw'fpwv aLaxv).! EtS (-t€J! TO£S '1TpaTTO

, "\ I 	 ~, r \ "" I I \ , \ 
J1-EVOtS J o.l\Y'r]uas ° V7TEp TOU XWpLOU 1TaUEL TTJV E1TL 

I I ~ \ I ,~ ,., \' 
TOLDVTOtS 	 auvooov Kat 1Tavaas EuoOKt}J-E£. Kat OV
~ , \ 	 ,\ \ '" ~ ~ '" ,~, ~" 
OEtS '1TpOS 	 aVTOV TO, TTJS eopTTJS EI\EyEV ET1] OVo WS 

, 	 I~...... ~\ 1\ ."\> 'tTO. KEKpaT7]KOTo. oEt KpaT€L)'! OLo. TEI\OVS. Q.I\/\ Ee:,

Ef3€f3A7]TO Toi17'0 T~S I1dc/>v7]s TO vOO"'rJ}J-a xp6vov 
'\' <I ,\ l\ "<:' 't' 1 ~ 

1TOI\VY EWS aVTO 1TQ.I\tV avopES o.stWS TOLDVTWV EOP

TWV fiEf3tWK6TES el(}'~yayov. 12. 0.[ KaTa TWV fiov

'\ I 	 "'" 1 • 1I\EVOVTWV 	 '/i1\7]yat ow. KaKtaV apxoV'TWV €LS'''8E os 
R ii. 557 ~KOV. 	 TOVT' o.VTOS I aviJPTJKaS1 v6fLctJ KaV TOtS E1T

I "" \,..,... J) \ ""' 'JI
aLvoLS TOLS 	 1TEpt aov TWV fLEyQ.l\WV Ko., TOUTO Eunv. 
,\ \ ~ 	 \ " ~ 1 \ " 1 " Em Tas oto. TWV V'lptwV I\EtTOvpytas avaYKats 7]

I I "2"'"YETO TtS 1TpOTEpOV. au YVW}J-'fJS TOVTO E7rOt7]uas 

ollTE KwAvwv fiovAo(-tEvOVS OUTE €AKWV I1KoV'Tas. I 
R ., '"'' r '<:' ,.. "e "'~I111. 	558 Kat OUTE EVO}J-L':,ES o.otKELV E Et fLo.XOfLEVOS OVTE 7]0L

~, " ) .1. '" 1 ,,/,,

K€£S. J.L7]0E €UTWUaV o.VE'ftWV yap..ot yEypa'f'as EV 

1 aVrlp7]KOS conj. Re., F.: G.vllP7]K£ Re. text (MSS.). 
2 au yvwp:qs Monnier, F.: avyyvwp,'qs Re. (MSS.). 

a The lVlaiuma, cf. 01'. 10. 14. The ban on this orgiastic 
ritual, which was associated with Dionysus and Aphrodite 
and notorious for its immorality, had perhaps been imposed 
by Julian, cf. Or. 41. 16. Julian certainly disapproved ofthe 
festival, c/. ltfisop. 362 d. Gothofredwl, with less likelihood, 
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to the better, let them not, in evading discussion 
about the nature of the practice, have recourse to 
the argument of its prevalence in the past. Its long 
history should be cause for annoyance, and not reason 
for remaining as you are. 11. A disgusting festival 
was introduced by certain persons to Daphne: its 
ceremonial was that of utter and absolute licence. a 

This came to the eye of a good and prudent emperor, 
and he, ashamed at the behaviour and distressed for 
the sanctuary, put a stop to a gathering of this 
character, and won approval for doing so. And no
body told him how many years the festival had 
lasted, II or that what had been the fashion should 
forever be the fashion, but this plague was banished 
from Daphne for a long time until men whose man
ner of life was in keeping with such kind of festivals 
once again introduced it. 12. The flogging of city 
councillors has, through the failings of the governors! 
hardened into custom. You personally have banned 
this practice by law, C and in the recital of your 
praises this forms one of the cardinal points. In the 
past people were forced under compulsion to under
take the provision of the beast shows. You made 
this voluntary a; you neither sought to hinder the 
willing nor to draft the unwilling. Neither did you 
think yourself wrong in going counter to custom, 
nor were you wrong. You also decreed that mar
riages between cousins be banned, though the 

identified the emperor with Constantius. V. Julian, E.L.F. 
No. 102; C. Th. lb. 6. 

b It had been organized by Commodus, cf. Malalas 9S4 ff. 
c O. Th. 1~. 1. SO, 85 (A.D. 8S0, 381). 
d O. Th. 15.9.1 (July A.D. 884): a later enactment, 12. 1. 

109 ~April A.D. 38,5). 
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'e I 'I '\ ... "I " \,..
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OVVa'TJJ'TEpo~. 1I'pOS 'Taiha lOE't {1Mif;a£ 'TOVS 'T~a8E 
~s 1I'OAE'WS apxov'Tas Ka~ fL~ fLaAAov alo€O'8~vat 

\ "'''' I I II I "" .,. " 'TOV 'TWV aOLKT)fLa'TWV Xpovov T) 'TO otlcawv ELvaL 'TaV'Ta 

1I'E7Tava8at. I 
1 I , 1 '1' R 'I... \13 • KaL'TOL 1I'oaovs €1I'oLT)aafLT)v, W fJaatl\€v, 1I'Ept 

I \ I \" t\ I '" Q \'TOV'TOV I\oyovs 1I'pOS fKaa'TOV. OVS fLEfL't'€avat fLEV 
t '" ~ I ,.., " ~\,

WS OVK OV'Tas oLKawvs OVK ftXOV, ayE'W oE €£S 
" "Q 1\ '" \ ( \ l' 1€pyov OVK €fJOVI\OV'TO, OVX W 0 aos OtKOS 'TL K€P
'" 1 I '" \ \ , "" ./ I' "8oaVELE, K€POOS fLEV yap ova EL 'TL xpvawv €V'TfV EV 
" I fl \ ') t "" \ ~ \ \ '"IR ii. 559 EyLVE'TO aOL, O'TOV yap ovx ?]YEL'TaL 'TO KUI\OV 'TOV'TO 
</ Y' , \ ''''' ,\ ... , "'0 ' Ia1Tav ':>T)fLLa, ov fLT)v oVo av'TO 'TOV'TO €V'T€V EV €YL

"i' , t f ~\ 8' 'i'f I IYV€'TO, 0.11/\ 0 fLEV 1I'0VOS €'TEpWV, 0 OE fLLG os wv 

El1l'€tv ov {1ovAofLaL. 14. d.AA' 01l'EP €~T)V, 1I'OAAaKLS 

fL~v €fLEfL4>6fL?Jv 'T6 'Td. 'TotaV'Ta 1I'EpWpaV, ~vvov o~ 
, '" 1 \ 'f' \ \ 1 l' Q _\ '" "'._"OVOEV. KaL T)V I\OL1l'OV O"OL 'TE, W ",aatl\€V, OW,/\EYE

aBat Kat OLd. ~s a~s if;~4>ov {10T)8EW 'TOtS d.OtKOV

fLEVOLS, 1I'pOS OV ~ OVSE~S 'ToAfL~aEt fLEfL/J~a8(u 'TOV
"8 ", '\ I \ '" \ \ \ \
E OVS 7J p..a'T7jv. EI\aVVWV yap OT) av 'TOVS' 1TOl\E

I \/ '" ";' " \' I
p..tOVS Kat VOfLOtS KaWOtS EV 1I'0LEtS 'TOVS apxofLE

1" tl '\ I \ 1\ t , I
VOVS. wv EKaa'TOS' I\VEt 'TOV 1I'al\at KEtfLEVOV €tKO'TWS 

dfL€[vWV O~1I'OV OELKJJtJp..€VOS. 15. El O€ YEypafL

fLlvovs AVEtS Aoywp,ofi 1I'd80V'TOS, 1I'wS' 'Tofi'TO tv 
, ').. ') I ,.., "'" " , If"

aypa'f0LS 0KV7JaELS 'T7JS aV'TT)S' €VovaT)s almas; oPW
~I \ \' \ -)/ " 

/lEV 07J1I'OU leaL 'TOUS taTpovs 'TOV'TO EPYOV EXOV'Tas , () '\ \ \..., . ,... \ \ 
EKpaN\OVTaS TV. TO~S- aWfLufnv €VQtKOVVTa KaKa. KaL 

fLUAAOV "IE €VOOKLfLOVV'Tas TOUS 'TOV'TO OVV1}8EVTaS 

G OJ. Victor; Epit. 48, Ambrose, Ep. 60. 8. The decree 
itself does not survive, though the wording of O. Th. 3. 12. 3 
(A.D, 396) implies previous legislation on the matter. 
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practice was widely current.a Nor was the long 
period of this currency of more influence than what 
you felt to be right. I t is the duty of the governors 
of this city 'to observe such examples and not have 
such regard for the long reign of misdeeds as for 
the rightness of ending them. 

13. But oh! the protests I have made, Sire, to every 
one of them on the mattel'! They could not com
plain that these were not right; they simply refused 
to translate them into action, not that the imperial 
house might profit thereby, for it would not profit 
you at all, even if any money resulted from it; any
thing not directed by right is sheer loss. So far from 
any such result accruing, one set of people did the 
work while the payment for it went to people I for
bear to mention. 14. As I have said, I have often 
reproved them for neglecting such matters, but ,",ith 
no success. The sole alternative was to address you, 
Sire, and to assist the injured parties by means of 
your decree, for no one will dare mention custom to 
you or, if he does so, it will be in vain. For you 
bless your subjects by the defeat of the enemy II and 
by new laws, everyone of which annuls one of long 
standing, and rightly too, since it is seen to be the 
better. 15. And if, at the dictate of reason, you 
annul laws in the statute book, you will certainly 
not shrink from it in the case of unwritten laws, if 
they are open to the same objection. Indeed we 
see doctors also, whose job it is, getting rid of the 
ailments that reside in the bodies of their patients, 
and those who can do so in the case of illnesses of 

b The first of Theodosius' mnitary successes against the 
Goths was celebrated in A.D. 379; c/. Vol. I, p. 502 n. 
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.... I' f' I' ... '" \ \ " ,.. I I F A'79 jTOLS' 1I'0aLV OVX V'Tl'EP €/LOV /LaMOV TJ aov; T/, TOU- 'tI.' 
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T011 rrapavop,WTEpOV; Tt OE!VD1'€POV; TL D aMo TO _ 
,.. , ",...f )J.. , I ()... ITWV TVpavvwv TJ TOVTO Eanv) o.'t'EI1.Ea at TOVTOV, .,. 

, f ~,.. ")'" '" ....,\!I "') , ... 
EKEWCfJ oovva" TOV fL€'V aatKTJao.t, TltJ oE at aVTOV . 

1 1rapo£v{av Re. (:r.ISS.): 1rapavop,{av F. j2 1'1ii F.: p-~v Re. {MSS.}. 
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ORATION L, 15-17 

long standing enjoy the greater reputation. So now, 
the more the years that are recalled for the practice, 
the greater the fame to be gained from the cure. 

I 

16. If possible, let our public constructions have 
their right and proper foundation,-of tiles. Any
way, if our asses must be improperly burdened with 
this, then let the improprieties be confined to this 
alone. But now, by all that is holy in heaven and 
earth, who can endure the enormities? The service of 
our asses, Sire, has been and is being given to private 
individuals. They seek an audience, put in their re
quest, and name the gate, one this, one that, an
other yet a third, and simply by this naming they 
claim the impressment of everything that passes 
through, and the authorities, just as though they 
own it all, are quick to oblige them with the brief 
missive. But in this brief missive are involved many 
asses, mules and camels. And the slaves of those 
who obtain this fav~)Ur, as well as the governor's 
lackeys, get hold of them and direct them to the 
rubble, belabouring their drivers with blows. 17. 
But if this concession is not to be granted even to 
military officers for their building projects, how is it 
allowable to you, whose concern is simply and solely 
for what they personally possess? You utter rascal, 
I buy ani"Uals, feed them, call the veterinary if they 
go lame and pay cash for it, but when they walk 
and use their legs, are they not to do so for me 
more than for you? Nothing is more illegal than 
this; notMng more shocking. This is sheer tyranny, 
to take from A and give to B, to wrong the one and, 

S (TO" c!> Norman: (TOt Re. text (MSS.): (TOt 06 conj. Re.: 
ols F. 
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1 1 8 \ \ fiR' 1 R lI\ \
TOVTOV xaptaaa at Kat 'T"f}V ETEpOV f"l\af"1]v aMOV 
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TE DtDOVO't Tois TE AaJLj3dvovow. ~ 1T68EV Jrpoj30V1I'T0 
I '1' ,.... \ \ , \\ '" 1 
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'\\'" 'A ,,~ AA >I
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r;:, I I).. I A \ 'i: I " ~ I ,
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"t. I 1\ \ '" / ) \
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tf "_ I )\ '" 
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, 	 1\ \ I;' ).. I \ ).. I \,.. 
aKp01TOI\€£S avv OOPV'f'0PO£S KaT€£I\1]'f'0T€S Kat T1]S
fp 1 \ I '" I

wJLatWV 1TOl\tTELaS' KEK£V1JJLEV1]S OVTW JLEJLV1JlI'Ta£ 
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\ 1 I " A'" '" 't..... , \:I \ ,.
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1 f I , I e '\:11' \1
voj.tO£S' at YVWO'EtS', atTtaO'oj-tE a ovaE EyKaI\EO'oj-tEV • 

, \:I' , , t I A' I \,...1 
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TfPWV ayo£€V. T6 yap 8~ apXftV aKOVO'OJLEOa 1Tav-] 

TaxofJ • 	 I 
20. <l>lAOtS' o15O'tv ;O€L Tt 1Tapa TOV rptAOVII'TOS 1. 

1 1'OI}1'O Re., F.: TOO1'WV Gothofred. (~ISS.). ~ 

a Libanius reverts to the more classical views (e.g. of Dio 
Chrysostom, Or. 1. 48 R) upon the limitations of sovranty. IIn this he contradicts the view put forward by Themistius, 

that the emperor is V(~ILOS €P.~vxos. 
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ORATION L, 17-20 


by this very wrong, to oblige the other, and to make 
one man's loss another man's gain. And now, if I 
were to recite the complete list of names of the re
cipients of this favour> it will be a very long job and 
will wear me out. 

18. " So you will stop governors granting favours, 
will you?" they "'ill exclaim. Yes, certainly
when it is wrong~· And that there is no question of 
right in this is stitely clear to everyone, even to the 
donors and to the recipients. Or how was it that 
both these parties were alarmed at my threats that 
you would not be kept in ignorance of this but that 
there would be someone to inform you? 19. Still, 
it will be suggested that the governors should be 
allowed some authority. My rejoinder is, once again, 
that right alone is the basis of their authority, and 
anything beyond it is forbidden. And this practice 
too, for it certainly is not one that is right, has been 
forbidden. But these people act as though they 
were laws to themselves: they behave as though 
they have occupied our citadels "'ith their body
guards and the government of the Roman empire 
has broken down, and then they make their appeal 
to authority, though they know full well that not 
even to you, Sire, is all permitted. For it is the 
very essence of monarchy that its holders are not 
omnipotent,a But if we make this concession to 
authority, we shan proffer no complaint even if their 
dictates are at loggerheads with the law, nor any 
charge even though they promote the socially inferior 
over the heads of their betters, for in everv case we 
shall be told, « I'm the governor! ,. " 

20. " A friend should be able to get something 
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a Legisiation to regu1arize this practice ,vas passed in 
,'.D. 386, O. Tit. !!. 44. 1. 
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from a friend." True enough! you have silver plate, 
clothing, gold, slaves, cattle and land. Give them 
any of these, if you like; yes, and if you like, give 
them all. There will be nothing to stop you. But 
don't make another man master of what is mine. 
When someone comes and sits or stands by your 
side and suggests a favour like rubbish disposal and 
claiming asses, just tell him, " My dear sir, I am very 
fond of you: I would like you to have a big, fine 
house, but what it is not right to give, it is right not 
to give. 21. None of the victims has yet sought 
sanctuary at the statues of the emperors,a but we 
ought to have some qualms about the possibility of 
this happening. What should your course of action 
be, then ? You have money: I see that there are 
asses for sale, and it is easy enough to buy them. 
Your building is better done this way. My advice 
to you is not to let it become an object of execration 
as it is now." In this way they would act as real 
governors, without oppressing the one party, but 
advising the other, and they would save the one from 
suffering harm, the other from doing it. And there 
is indeed some advantage in being prevented from 
doing harm. 

22. And that such grants are not in the governors' 
sphere of authority is clearly revealed by the fact 
that one applicant secured it from the emperor. For 
what need was there to trouble the emperor if it 
could have been granted legally hy the appointed 
governor? He knew, I think, that though he would 
get the concession from them too, b it would have been 
without legal sanction, and so, alarmed at this and 

b Indicative of the encroachment of the imperial adminis
tration llpon the sphere of mllnicipal authority. 
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XWpEW TOUS YEWpyOUS', W OVVTOS EVWVS TOV OVOV. 
\ \ \ I l' ~ A \' \ \ , \ '\ F 

Kat 1TOMaKLS 1]S oELTat J-I-€V €7Tt TOV aypov 7TUI\1]S, 482 
UVT1Jl 7T}.1]atov, OEt S~ lK J-I-Ea1]S TfjS 7TO}.EWS ~ TEP

I • I \ f)' "" \ ,\ '\
J-I-aTos yE €T€POV l\a/-,ovTa 'TOU XOU T1]V aUT1Jv EI\' '\ f~' " ",1. e ... 1\ Gl5eOV'Ta 7Tal\W 0001' OUTWS a'f'aa at T1]S 1TUl\lIS. N. 

\ \" ~ I ......,~ I , ...... 
Kat TO en UELVOTEpav, 'TWV a.mKovp..EVWV aVTWV 
'\ t \ .....,L I I~ t I \ 
aywv V7TEp TOU 'f'0pTtOV a7TEVOOV'TOS €KaaTOV TtpO 
,'\ \ "'" A' \... l' Z'" \
UMOV TVXELV TOU 'j'0pTtoU. Kat TOUTO, W €V KaL 

I , ,.. \ I ,r, l' \'"(jEOt, 7TWI\EtTaL TO KaKOV. Kat 0 JLEV OU TVpOV EJ-I-EI\

1 aVTT) Re., F.: Cllrr1 Gothofred. (1I18S.). 

<I Reiske points out that this passage proves that the 
speech was delivered in Aniioch. Thence it was presumably 
to be despatched to court. The emperor here mentioned is 
certainly not Theodosius, but probably Valens. 

78 



ORATION L~ 22-25 

with no assurance that it would not be a matter for 
future investigation~ he turned up here with a letter 
of permission from the emperor.a I cannot commend 
it~ but I contend that it is evidence that such things 
are not permitted to the governors here. 

23. " And what harm is done~" I am asked, " if an 
ass that is leaving town with no other load should 
leave with this one?" J ust this~ that it is forced 
to carry a load when it need not. Acting as porter 
is a heavier job for a man than not doing so. The 
case is the same, I think~ for an ass~ too. And 
because of this the journey from town to the farm 
is lighter work than that from the farm to town: 
on the way there, they are loaded, on the way back, 
they are not, but they enjoy freedom from burden. 
And if the farmer rides the way home, he is not 
such a heavy burden, and often he spares it by 
walking behind. 24. But these gentry who make 
themselves masters of what is not legally theirs rob 
these wretched beasts of this bit of respite by piling 
their backs high with masses of rubble. And the 
farmers must go and get it, some of them prodding 
their asses on. Often the gate through which he 
needs to pass to reach his farm is close by, but he 
has to collect his load from the middle of the city 
or right from the other end of it, and retrace his 
steps before getting to the gate.b 25. Worse still, 
there is competition among the victims themselves 
as each one struggles to get a load before some one 
else. And~ by the powers above! this sinful business 
becomes a matter- of buying and selling. One offers 
the money that was to be the price of his cheese and 

h The imposition is all the greater conSidering th~ extent 
of the city area of Antioch, described in Or. 11 (Antiochikos). 
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LIBANIUS 

\ ftc ' , ~ 1:" ' '''\£1 r "', ,
I\EV Eli) EW apyvpwv, TOUTO OOV5' O/1T?1I\O€VI 0 0 OV 
~ 8'" \ , >\ ~ "" '''' 1 1 1UVVYJ €tS EaTYJK€ Kl\awv, EI\€€L Of OVO€tS. KaLTOL n 

1 '\' 1" "" 1 t R I:'TOVTWV €MEtVOTEPOV OtS eK TYJS a7T'opta:; ?J jJpaov-

R iL 565 T~s"; wv ot f-LEV TOV XOv fLedAafiov I (8dAYJS)/ ot 
0;:.' ( \ 1 '\ \ <;' , £I r 0;:. \ '" '" 1 <I o 'fjf\£OV f-LfNlOVTOS ovafaoaL, Ot OE OEOVKOTOS, OVS 

ELVat xpfjv OiKOL 7T'piv ~K€tlJ f-LEaYJjLf3ptav. 26. VVK
, J 'to;:. '" \ r::1 ' \ '" 

TOS' TOtlJVV EV oUlp KaTal\ajJova7}!) TOVS' 7'aV7'a 7T'€7T'OV

8 I I I " 'f) l' J. "''' / ,OTa!) n TOUTOtS "1 'lT0 EV Tl aVjL't'0pas LajLa fL"1T 
, ~. '" , \ " ~ , r::1-. \ \ 

ELS' rraVuOKELOV au7'OvS' EtaayoV7'oS' fLYJu€VO!) jJW\II.av-
I ... '\ ..... "~I '" , 

nov, 'liWS' yap 7'OV yE OUK OV7'OS; 7'YJV T€ ev VVKn 
, J..- \ \ '" , J 

7T'OpELaV a't'aI\EpaV TWV KaKOVpywV 7T'OWVVTWV 7'pO-
J. '" '~/{j J. 1 """''' '" 'f7J!) 'T€ ovoaftOVClJ 'fatVOftEVYJS OU7' aVTOLS' OU7'E 7'Ot!)

'8)! \ I I I '" OVOLS' • Kat VoaOV!) TOLVVV KaL aVaTOV!) HKOS' EK 
'" 1 '" 8 \\1 > 1:" \ \

TOU 7'OWVTOV YEY€VYJa at 7T'ONlaKtS, Et OE KaL f-L"1 
'" \1 2 '0;:.1 1 '''' \7'aU7'a, I\V7T'7}V yE Kat oaKpva TOV7'WV 7'E av7'WV KaL 

'" / " > '" \" '\ \ 1\ '0;:.7'WV 7'OU7'O£S' OU<:EtWV ev 7'0/ flIT] EXELV aN\YJI\OVS OoV
1 '''' 1 , \pOjLEVWV. 27. KaL7'OL 7'aV7'a I'"oELva\ jL€VJ E' Kat F 48~ 
\,.. \ " '" J "" tITrapa 7'WV 7T'OMjLtWV ytYVOL7'O, OfW07'fpa Of, 07'av 

t\ """ I 'QD' 'f,-.
V7T'O 7'WV Em aWTYJptf!: TE Kat jJ07}V€tf!: 'ifap VjLWV 

1 \ \ \ 1:'1 l' Q \ '" ,
Tr€ft7iOjL€VWV. Kat wl\7}yat OE, W jJaaLI\€V, ytyvov

''''' I ''/'" I ,..7'at 7iapa 7'WV 7'OVTO£S €'fW7'7}KO'1'WV a7'pa7'tW7'Wv. 
\ t \ IJ. "1:.' tI '" 

Ka£ ?l ftEV 7ip0't'aats' OVK O~€WS a7T'aVTa 7iOt€'S, 
? \ \' <I ~l \ r::1 I:' / \ 1:" ~ \ £I' '" 
W\II. V7T7'WS E Kat jJpaovS', 7'0 0 Ud\7}OES' OVK fanv 
, / I 'I:' \," \ '" \ r::1 '" 
apyupwv aOL OVOE EVt fLot n wapa aov l\ajJEW. 
'" 'I:' J , J '" , 28 \ l~ , " OLaOV 7'OtVVV aTVXLas otK7]V. • Kat 0 S jLfV fanv, 

J) j3aa£AEV, aaKKta a£7'OV ~ KpL8as ~ n 7'OLOV7'OV 
, 'f)' J :!. \ , '" '" \ \ aypo EV €v7}voxoa£v, .{T7'OV 7'0 KaKOV' VVV DE Kat 

1"'\ \\ I tJ ... '" eo " 
TOL'; X!/lO!J KEKOfLtKOa£v WYJ TOV 7'aV7'a V1f?1P€7'ELV 

1 od/111S supplied after £-LEV Re., after I-'IETlltapov F. 
2 ylE conj. Re., F.: TIE Re. text (lI{SS.). 

~--'---

a Banditry ,,'as only too common in rural areas, cj. their 
activities after the Riot of the Statues, Or. 19. 58, 23. 18. 
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so gets away: another can offer nothing and stands 
there in tears, but no one has any pity for him. Yet 
there is nothing more pitiable than those whose delay 
is caused by their poverty. They get their load of 
rubble in late afternoon, or just before sunset, or 
after sunset, though they should have been home be
fore midday. 26. So night overtakes these poor wret
ches on their way home, and what remedy is there for 
their plight, and where can it come from, for no purse 
secures them entry into an inn-how can it, when 
they have none ?-and criminals make travel by night 
dangerous,a and there is nothing to feed either their 
asses or themselves? The natural consequences of all 
this are often illness and death, or at least sorrow and 
tears both on their part and on that of their rela
tives, as they lament their loss of each other. 27. 
This would be bad enough if it happened at the hands 
of our foes, but it is far worse when it is caused by 
those whom you send for their succour and protection. 
Floggings also occur, Sire, inflicted by the soldiery set 
to supervise them, the excuse being, " You are not 
doing things at the double. You are a slowcoach ! " 
But the real reason is, " You've got no money and I 
can get nothing out of you. So pay for your mis
fortune! "b 28. Those who possess sacks, Sire, after 
carrying wheat or barley or the like from their 
farms, find their plight easier. But the carriers of 
fodder are equHlly compelled to perform these 

Bandits were held t6 be in league with innkeepers, 01'. 
33. 40; 45. 6. The most notorious example of-a bandit 
community was that of }-1arathocupreni, 01'. 4,8. 36, Amm. 
Marc. 28. 2. 13. 

~ Libanius; prejudice against the "soidiery;' is here 
obviolls, hut not unjustified, rj. Or. 27. 14. 
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LIBANIUS 

'> I I ~\ ,,' '1'1\ ..... 
avaYI<TJ, aal<l<uvv DE OUI< OVTWV TO TOV YEWpYOVVTOS 
tl ))', I ..... , ..... e 
tfLaT£oV aVT EI<EtVOV ytYVETaL XEtpOV avnt> 1<0.

I I \ " I ,
wTafLEvov, TO TE aa1Tpov TO TE OV aa1Tpov. l<atTOt 

1T())S av TaVTTJV EV'Yl<at yEWPYOS T'iJv 'TJfLtav , cp fL~ 
tI f'1 ) !"'I \,.. 11', 
EaTLV ETEpOV at'TTJaat 1Tapa 'T'f}S yvvatl<OS, £p 'To. 

r::: I 1 29' \ l' ~ ~ \
1Taww YVfLva; • EI< fLEV OVV TOV TOV'TOV 'TOV 

'Tp/mov El<rpopE"ia8al TL TOV XDV yy]paO'I<E' fLEV Tep 

dv8pW1Tl{> efi.'T'TOV ~ OEL 80LfLomov, fLlvEt oJ ofLWS 
n .. 566 ' ~ , r:::' ~ \ ~ ( , \ I ' 
n n. av'T<p. at DE 'TWV 1TVI\WPWV ap1TayaL, fLLl<poV EL

,... __ '\ ,J/ ,t I t I \ I 
'l1ELV XUI\tvovs ovwv I<at tfLaVTas ETEpOVS KaL axoww 

, II 	 I) I '\ \' , \ 
Kat ap'TOVS I<EKPVfLfLEVOVS tXVEVofLEvovs, 0.1\1\ Et fLY] 

\ \ ~ " ..I. " ..I. \ 8I<at 'TOV XtTWVa av'TOV 1TpoO'a't'EI\O~'TO, 't'tl\av PW
, , t.... '1 8 '\' \ ,

1TO'TfPOS aswt VOfLt\;)EO' at, 1TEpt /J,EV yap TOV Ela
1 " .... ( , ..I.' '..1.8 "1LOVTa 'TaV'Ta 1TOLOVO'tV WS, Et 't'EPWV 0't' EtY] XOVV, 

, r:::' , '..1. I r::: " , " ,
a1TODWaOV'TES, avaO'TpE't'0V'TOS DE OL fLEV EaVTOVS F 484 
, ..I. ' (r:::" 1 t " 'I:. " \ \

TJ't'avtO'av, 0 0 OLfLWsas I<at 1TI\TJii;as Tn XELpt. TO 
, '''''8 \ " ~ '8' I , " fLETW1TOV a1TTJ1\ E. KaL EO'TL TOLS a l\£otS €V EiPTJVTJ 
" '1 \" 1\ " ~\1TOI\EfLOS XPTJ\;)OV(J'L fLEV 'TTJS 1TOI\EWS, al<ovovO't uE 

\ ,," ., , ).. 1 \ I, 

1Tapa 'TWV Epywv O'Tt XPTJ 't'EVyEW TTJV 1TOI\LV. 

30. 	TOUTO BE TO xa"€1TOV, JJ fiaO'LAEv, ylyvETat 
'\ I (\ ~ ,,' Q' "8' KatpOV l\aJ-lov E1TLxaI\E1TWTEPOV 1TpOO' Y]I<TJV V'l10 TOV 

, .... \,.,,) I '8'"'''TOV XELfLwva 1Tapa TWV apxOV'TWV EI<Ta EV. os iO'T'Y) 
, , '8 ' " \, r::: I ~, '\ \ , " 

1TpOTEpOV E1Tfl\ WV TOVTO TO aOLI<Y]fLQ.. aN\a VVV 
,I. '" , \ , \ \" Q \ , I 
't'VXOS fLEV I<at 1T7}I\OS I<at OfLI'"'POS, 1TOI\V TOVTWV 
" , , r::: \ , r::: '8 'r::: \ " El<aO'Tov, ava'l1Vo'f} OE ovoafLo EV. OVDe EaTt O'1TOV~ 
r:::" ,,"'\ \' \ (' " (I 
owv TVXEW, al\l\a I\EYE'Tat fLEV tmo TWV 0PWVTWV 

" I ltl "'" , \ \ \ I ,
TOVS 1TOVOVS~ on TaVTa. av Ka'TG. TTJV 7TOI"-LTELUV; IEK
..I. ' r:::'" (" ~\ \ r::: \ ( , , " 
't'EpETCU OE OfLWS 0 XOVS, fLal\l\ov DE 0 '1TY]I\OS, EO'Tt 
c-, '" \ D' B <1.' l' ,).. I " j(; ov KCU pop, 0pos. v~ q,lV afL't'0'TEpWV aXPTJO'Ta 

1 'lTOl'OtiS F. (I): 61'otls Re. (CAP). 
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ORATION L, ~8-30 

services, and they have no sacks; so the peasant's 
cloak does instead and deteriorates in consequence, 
whether it was tattered or not. But how can a 
peasant sustain this loss when he cannot ask his wife 
for another and his children run naked? ~9. As a 
result of this manner of disposing of rubble, the 
fellow's cloak wears out more quickly than it should, 
but for all that he still keeps it. As for the rapacity 
of the gate keepers, their ferreting out of donkey 
bridles, other straps and ropes and hidden loaves is 
hardly worth the mention a: if they do not rob the 
fellow of his very jerkin, they can claim to be thought 
generous! For this is their method of dealing with 
him when he enters town: he will get it back, they 
say, if they see him coming out with his load of 
rubble,. but when he does return, they are nowhere 
to be seen, and so he beats his brow in lamentation 
and departs. And war is waged in peace time against 
the poor devils who need the city but are schooled by 
events to avoid 'it. 

30. This oppression, Sire, becomes the more op
pressive since the season adds to it because the 
governors extend it into the winter. In times past 
the onset of winter used to put a stop to this in
justice, but now there is cold, mud and rain-all in 
plenty-and no respite at all. No truce is made. 
The observers of the impositions say that the practice 
is unconstitutional, but still the export of rubble, or 
rather of mud, and at times even of muck, goes on. 
And in consequence of this combination, the corn 

a In view of the continuing famine, the Comes Icarius 
proceeded to ration bread as well as to L.~pose a price edict, 
ct. Or. 1. ~05 ff. The ration that could be taken out of town 
was two loaves per man, Or. ~7. 14. 
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" ,., \ , ", a-· \ \ , .,
TOLS' aLT1)YOVU£ TO, aaKK£a, Kav Ej.J.,.,at\WV I.:£S' OVTW 

otaKdj.J.Eva ahoy d.Y'(]S' od.~eEtpaS'. rljS' O'lVTEVOEV
a\ 'a ' \ \ '" , , , \ "" I
,.,l\a,.,1)S' Em TOV apTov I.:pX0j.J.€V1JS' E£S' T1)V TOV atTOV

\ ( , ,r' 3 \ (\ \ \ '0nj.J.1)v °K0j.J.£aas €~1)j.J.LwTaL. 1. TaVT£ OE TO, 'IT'a 1) 
\ A '\ \ \ \ ,/.. \ ,/.. \ ,

KaL T'(] 7TOl\l.:t 1"1)V 'IT'Ep£ 1"1)V TP0't'1)V aVj.J.'t'0pav fo'lT'
, KaL " TETapTOV 7TpoaETE'0'1) KaKov. ,""I.:Tl.:tvl.:, KaL VVV 
, 0'" \... "8 \ "''/'' \'Aapt j.J.0Vj.J.I.:V TO, TWV j.J.VWV I.: V1), TOVS 0't'E£S, TaS' aK-
I~ \ "" r:::: , \ f' Y ,.,

pwaS', TOV XOVV. 7TatoI.:VOVTa£ yap O'S ';;,1)j.J.£oVVTa£ 

~eUYI.:LV WU'lT'€P TL papa8pov -nJVO€ T1jv 7T6Aw Kat 
r"''(' '" " ., f",., Is1)TEW ov TaVTa ov 'IT'ELaOVTat. waTE OLS' OV 'IT'aaa 

R ii. 567 avaYK1) odJp' lIvaL, paot~ovuw /J).)..oae 'IT'apaLVOvv
f' ",'/'' ITES' OtS' UVV'TVyxavoLEv avaaTpE't'€£V. 

32. Ka£ rljS' 'IT'Ep' TaVTa Evodas alnaaaLTo j.J.~v F 481 
av nSKaL ruo TL,j.J.lj.J.Y;aLTo 0' av ElKOTWS Kal Ta.S 

A '" '1" \ \'aTWV apxoVTWV XapLTas. 7Tap £.OV Et j.J.1) l\a,.,OtS 

OlK1)V, 06eELS OD a~6opa K~ol.:a8a£ TWV 'IT'OAEWV, el 
<I ., \ ,,. , (\'(\ " I 'f'
as' 07T1\0£S' aW':;,ELS' EKoLoWS' apxoVTWV KaKLCf. o/,S' 

, "1\ \ l' \ I ,~, ,)" I """" 
OVK av j.J.EV 1)V 1\0yoS' OVo EL TOtS 'IT'EVWTfPOLS' TaVTa 
, I r fI 1 (\'" '" t ,...... 2 
€Xapt~OVTO, 1)TTWV 0 av 1)V 1) Ka1"1)yopta 1"1)S TWV 

I , a' , (\ I ''/'' I ,."
xapLV l\aj.J.,.,avoVTWV €VoI.:WS' a't'aLpova'f}S TL TOV j.J.t

3 A (\ \ , I \,~, " J \ \' ,
aovS'. VVV 01.: €KEWOVS j.J.EV OVO LaaaLV, at\I\ €K 

,.. JI ,,.. - '\ I , 0'" \ ,
TWV OVTWV aVToLS' T£.OV OI\Ly£.OV imavop ovaL TaS' Ot-

I f' r:::: \ I \ \ \ \ I, \ ... r I
KLas) OtS of 'IT'aVTa 'IT'OMa KaL yM£.OS' TO, TOV vyov I 

'" <;' A l' , \ ,TOVTOLS' OVTW avvotKo00j.J.0VUtll, OtS fLvpta, j.J.€v Ka=
\ \ \ \ (\ \ ,,, \ r ' \ ""0 (\ \ fIj.J.1)I\OL, 'IT'OMOL oE Opl.:£S Kat s€V)l1), 'IT'1\1) oS' OE £'IT'7T£.OV 

..... Iko f' \ ,t\ ~ 
TaLS' T£.OV t'1T'7TOK0j.J.£.OV XepUL Koaj.J.0Vj.J.I.:V£.OV, Ot 01,,

1 ~T1"CJJV Re., F.: ~'TTov Gothofred. (ItBB.). 
2 

I
'TWV <riJv> Re., F. 


3 Jti{1()VS Re. (API): J4t${1()VS F. (C). 


(I In sharp contrast with the praises of the amenities of 
Antioch recited in Or. 11. . 

~ King of Lydia, ancestor of Croesus~ proverbially wealthy, 
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carriers' sacks become useless: if you put corn in 
them in this condition, and bring it in, it goes bad. 
The resulting damage affects the bread and the 
carrier suffers loss in the price of his corn. 81. These 
troubles also intensify the city's difficulties with the 
food supply, but there is a fourth source of nuisance, 
too. Now we catalogue the hordes of flies, the 
snakes, the locusts and the rubble. People are 
schooled by their afflictions to avoid this city as 
though it were the pit, and to seek out a place where 
they will not suffer so.a So those who are not ab
solutely obliged to come here go elsewhere and warn 
any they meet to turn back. 

32. And though various other complaints might 
be made about the failings in this, favours granted 
by the governors can be regarded with justified dis
approval. Unless you punish them, it will be thought 
that you are not greatly concerned for the cities, if 
you protect them by force of arms and yet expose 
them to the wickedness of governors. They would 
not have a leg to stand on even if they distributed 
these favours to the poorer classes, but the accusa
tion would be less pointed, since the poverty of the 
recipients of a favour detracts somewhat from its 
odium, As it is, they simply ignore them. They 
repair their houses from their own small possessions, 
while those who have everything in plenty and who 
would make mock of the wealth of Gyges /) have the 
governors nrovidin{!' such assistance for their bulld
e> ~ u 

ing, though they have camels innumerable, mules 
and carts in plenty, and numbers of horses that are 
titivated at the hauds of their grooms. These would 
cf. Herod. 1. 8 if. The target for Libanius' invective here 
is once more the IlOno'1'ati. 
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f '" A~ I \ ..... t I
IcaWTEPOV av TOtS O€(lTrOTatS Ta TotaVTa VTrOVPYOVV 
,\ f \... B' '" ..1,.1 " 1] at J.LtKPOV TWV TE VEWTWV ota'f'EPOVTES ovot. 33. 

,.. ", ,.... \, ..1,.... \ ..I,. I \ "f3
VVV 0 EKEtVa J.LEV EV TPV'f'TI TE Kat 'f'aTvaLS Kat v pEL

\ . B 'f", • \ ..." (.I' ItKat £paTrEtCf, OLS 0 aTro TWV OVWV 0 !-'WS, TOVTOtS 
t\ I " '''''' 1\\ f "" ~\ .... 
o 	 J.L0VOV Eanv aVTotS aTrON\VTat. 7JJ.LEtS oE TOtS 

, .... ,A() _\ .... t ,.. , , 1 ~. \ 
aUTOtS O'f' a.t\J.L0tS OpWV'TES T1]V TE EV TOVTOtS Ta.t\at

, I '" • 1\ \ 1 r
Trwptav 7TJV TE EV EK€WOtS' aaEI\YEtaV aXETI\,a';)0J.LEV 

\ '\ I ,,\.\... , \ \... f 
KaL IIEYOVTES a TOVS al\YOVVTaS ELKOS I11]POUJ.LEV. 0 

\ ,(:'" ,,,, t I '\" yap TrpOaE':,WV OVK EO'nv OVoe 0 TrEtO'0J.LEVOS. al\l\a 

R ii. 568 Trapd aov, I ~tAav()pwTr6TaTE f3aatAEV, TavTa ~J.L'iv I 
I () \ I ..I,. ' " , \ '"' 1\ IYEVEa W Kat . 'f'aLVOV K1]OOJ.LEVOS> J.L7J TWV TrOMWV F 4861 

J.L6vov aAAd. Kat TWV aypwv, J.LaJ..Aov a~ TWV aypwv 
,\ .... '\ '\ , .,..... \ I f () I

1] 	 TWV TrOI\EWV TrI\WV. EKetVOt yap TOVTWV 0 EJ.LE
, () \..1,.1 "., ... , ... t
/\t0S> • 04. Kat 'f'at1J ns> av Em ,1WV aypwv EO'T1]

I , I, " l' ...", 1
KEVat Tas TrOI\EtS' KaKEtVOVS> EwaL Kp1]TrWa TaVTatS', 

''i' , B I (.I' 1 t "\Trap wv TrVpot, Kpt at, !-,OTPVES', OtVOS, El\awv, 
..I,. ' , '() 1 ..1,.' '" \ ... !/\ \ r 1TpO'f'7J J.LEV av PWTrOtS, TpO'f'1] oE TotS a.t\I\Ots> ';)WOLS. 

, ,,\ 'f3 I" ", " '" , 1€ t 	 OE J.L7J OES> 1]O'av J.L1Jo apOTpov J.L1]OE O'TrEpJ.LaTa 
"" ..I,. \ "'" '\ f3 I , ",,, , IJ.L1]OE 'f'VTa J.L1]OE ayEl\aL oaK1JJ.LaTWV, ovo av EYE

\ "" \ 1 ~,~
VOVTO T1]V apX1Jv TrOMLS>. Kat YEVOJ.LEVat uE T1]S> 

JKdvwv Jg1}p'T'Y]V'Tat -rVX1]S>, Kat T6 EO TE Kat XE'ipOV 
,... , 2' A()" Q5 ,\

awaLS> TrpaTTELV EKEL EV EO'n. o. Kat 'T'Y]V Trap
"'" '" \ \t I I ovaav TaVT1]V aKa,pwv T1JV KOtV1JV 0 KEtVWV TOKOS>

'" B\ 'I \ ~ , , ,.. f 1\ " aotK7J EtS> ETEKE. Kat VVV EV EVxats> at TrOI\€ts aTra
'r I \ '\' ,~, ..... 

aat J.LEL';,OVES> TE Kat EllaTToVES EVJ.LEVWV 'T7]V Y7JV 

aTrOAavO'aL TWV fOpWV. ~V OEOJ.LEV1JV TWV tpyaO'o
'" t\" '"'K' ,.. B \ ,fLEVWV LO'J.LEV, avS' aTraV'Tas TOV EI\WV J.La 1JTas XP1J 

V0J.Ll'ELV Elvat. Dans> oov TOLS ~KElvwv TroAEJ.L€'i 

1 ~(hpVES F.: ~&7'PVS 7'E 'MSS., Re. (who would omit 1E): 

{3Q.rpus ~i1acarius# I
2 ctV7'ULS 7Tpa'T'TEtV Re. (:lIlSS.): 7Tpa'T7'ftV au"aFs F. 

a Celeus, king of Eleusis, welcomed Demeter exhausted 
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more properly provide such services for their masters 
than donkeys that are practically dying on their 
feet. 33. But those beasts live on the fat of the 
land in their mangers, arrogant and well-tended, 
while those who make a living from their donkeys 
lose the only thing they have. And we, with one 
and the same glance, see misery here and rapacity 
there and complain, but in expressing our natural 
feeling of dismay, we are wasting our time, for there 
is none who will pay any heed or yet believe us. 
But let us get it from you, your most kind Majesty: 
show your concern not just for the cities, but for the 
countryside too, or rather for the countryside in pre
ference to the cities-for the country is the basis on 
which they rest. 84. One can assert that cities are 
founded on the country and that this is their firm 
footing, providing them with wheat, barley, grapes, 
wine, oil and the nourishment of man and other 
living beings. Unless oxen, ploughs, seed, plants 
and herds of cattle existed, cities would not have 
come into being at all. And, once in existence, they 
have depended upon the fortunes of the countryside, 
and the good and ill that they experience arise there
from. 35. And the harm wrought to its offspring has 
given rise to the present distemper that affects all 
alike. Now in all cities, great and small, they pray 
that the land should enjoy the blessing ofthe Seasons. 
We know that it needs men to work it, and we should 
reD'ard them all and everv one as disciples of Celeus.a 

CJ ".

Any foe to their well-being-and in this even their 

after her wandering in search of Persephone, Hom. Hymn. 
Dem. 96 ft. In return she instructed him in her mysteries, 
ibid. 475 if., and he became, along with Triptolemus, a 
patron of agriculture. 
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7TpaYfLaatV, EV O~S' € tVaL aVfLf"'atVH Kat TOVS' OVOVS', 

015TOS' Tfi yfi 7TOAEfL€'i:, (janS' 8~ Tfi yfi, 015TOS' Kat 
A '\ 1 \ A I \ A .\ I ,

TatS' 7TOI\Eat Kat, V'f/ uta Yof, Kat TOtS 7T/\EovaLV av-
A , \ " ~"....... \" ,\


TOLS', EKEL KaKELVOtS OEL TWV 7Tapa Tav7"f/S. Kat yap 

, \ \' \" ~, \ A f) \1 ,


€ t TO 7T/\EtW Ta OVTa 7TOtEtV a7TO 7"fJS' a/\aT7"fJS av· 
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... ~\, "'0· \ ~ ... tI .,. Q
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0 ........ l' \ 'f/
4 \ I 
Et TOtS' yEWpyOtS', OVTOS' Ta aa avVEx€t, Kat oanS' 

, I,. \ \ \ \ 1 I 
E7TTJpEaI:,EL, WEpt T(}. aa KaKOS' Y£VETaL. Tav7"fJV T€ 

R .. 569 l' \ " , 1 I Q \... I
\ 11. OW T'f/V E7TTJp€taV E7TtaXET€OV aot, f"'aa£fI.€V, vOfLtp 

, I \ I ,,..,,,,, ..... 

Kat nfLWptg. Kat ypafLfLaaL, Kat 7] 1TEpt WV VVV 
" ~... \ 1 f/ " f \

aKOV€tS a7TOVOT/ 1TapaK/\'I]TEoV a1TaVTas ELS' TOVS' V1TEP 

TWV yEWpyWV AOyoVS. 37. oifLat 8' O'OL 1Tpoa~KELV\ I,. f \ , ~ \" ... " 
fL'I] VOfLLI:,€£V tKaVOV EL fL'f/0EV En TO£OVTOV EaTaL, 
'\ \ \ '~I 'll \... \ Q'" ~ I ~ \ ,
a/\/\a Kat OLK1JV EV€/\'f/aat l\af"'ELV. otK'f/ o€ 1TpE7Tovaa 

\ \, I tI , \ tI 

TOVS' fLEV apXtTEKTovas oaa TE XWfLaTa Kat oawv" 'e , \ ,' A ~\, 
av fLETETE TJ XP'f/[.LaTwv EL1TELV, 7'avn oE Ta XPTJfLaTa, 0 I... t \ ... f/\ ~ 1
YEvEa aL aot fL€p0S' T'I]S' V7T€P TWV OI\WV oa1TaV'f/S>

\ ~\ f)' 'J.' l' 1 ~ITOVS' oE Tt EVTaS' afL.,.,oT€pOVS ELVat, TOVS' TE OOVTaS' 
\ 1 , \ QI 

7"f/v xapLv TOVS TE Aaf"'0VTaS'. 
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asses are included-is foe to the land, and the foe to 
the land is foe to the cities also, and indeed to ma
riners as well, for they too need the produce of the 
land.. They may get from the sea increase of their 
store of goods, but the very means of life comes from 
the land. 

36. And you too, Sire, obtain tribute from it. In 
your rescripts you hold converse with the cities 
about it, and their payment of it comes from the 
land. So whoever assists the peasantry supports you, 
and ill-treatment of them is disloyal to you. So you 
must put a stop to this ill-treatment, Sire, by law, 
punishment and edicts, and in your enthusiasm for 
the matter under discussion, you must encourage all 
to speak up for the peasants. 37. In my opinion, 
you should not regard it as sufficient that there 
should be no repetition, but you should also be ready 
to impose punishment. A suitable method would be 
for the architects to declare the quantity of rubble 
to be disposed of and the cost of such disposal, and 
for you to receive this sum to cover part of the ex
penses of government, and for its contributors to be 
both the donors and the recipients of the favour. 
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ORATION 30 


TO THE 

EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 


FOR THE TEMPLES 


If 



INTRODUCTION 

TUE Pro Templis stands as the most positive affirma
tion of Libanius' position in the religious contro
versies which follow the reign of Julian. His other 
statements in these years had been, almost without 
exception, nostalgic and backward-looking, vindica
tions of either Julian or himself (as in the Epitaphios 
and the Autobiography), complaints and criticisms of 
contemporary society (as in Oration 2), or attempts 
to preserve the purity and exclusiveness associated 
with the festivals of paganism (as in Oration 10). In 
the present speech, however, he looks ahead, and 
presents on behalf of the institutions of his religion 
more urgent suggestions and demands which are 
destined ultimately for the emperor's ear. He de
mands for persecuted pagans to1eration and freedom 
to worship inside the limits allowed by law, and 
concludes his demand for the maintenance of law 
and order with a minatory tone, unusual for the 
pagan propagandist of his day, emphasizing that, if 
the protection of the law is not to be available to his 
fellows, it must be expected that they 'will them
selves take measures for their own protection. Con
flicting attitudes are therefore visible here-the pa
gan respect for law, the ideai of pkilanihropia, which 
appears in contemporary pleas for toleration, and 
the fina1 exasperation of persecuted pagans~. such as 
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erupts into action in the last defence of the Sera
peum. 

The oration begins with a summary of the history 
of religion until the reign of Constantine, who, de
spite his disastrous religious legislation, set strict 
legal limits upon the interference to which the in
stitutions of paganism were to be subjected (§§ 4-7). 
A steady erosion of this protection in matters of 
religion followed thereafter, chiefly inspired by the 
illegal activities of predatory monks and their" pas
tor" in attacking rustic shrines (§§ 8-11). All this 
is the negation of law, contrary to imperial edict and 
detrimental to the social order, with ecclesiastical 
courts claiming summary jurisdiction, and Christian 
bigots preaching charity and yet ruining the temples 
and the amenities of the cities along with them 
(§§ 12-23). The rule of law must be paramount, and 
forcible conversion eschewed. 'The monopoly of the 
benefits which Christians claim to confer on mankind 
is false, since even now the continuance of sacrifice, 
both in Rome and in Alexandria, promotes the 
safety of empire. This was amply revealed by the 
fate of the family of Constantine and the fame of 
Julian (§§ 24-37). In any case the destruction of 
temples, which are integral to both urban and fUStiC 

society, and which, incidentally, belong to the em
peror, is sheer stupidity. At least preserve them AS 

works of art and put them to other uses (§§ 38-M3). 
High officials at court have been guilty of conspiring 
to deceive the emperor for their suppression, and 
have illegally worked hand in glove with the ravaging 
monks, inducing them to claim the emperor as their 
supporter. In the face of such unsanctioned aggres
sion, whereby Christians continue to oppress the in
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stitutions of paganism, the persecuted, in default of 
the legal protection to which they are entitled, have 
no other recourse than to meet force with force 
(§§ 44 ff.). 

Various commentators have been tempted to in
terpret religious legislation of the Theodosian age 
as directly affected by the arguments of this oration, 
with the result that its form and dating have long 
been a matter of debate. The form of the address, 
as Petit, following earlier precedent, has fully shown,a 
is that of the" open letter," carefully restricted in 
circulation and presented to a very select audience. 
This was the practice in operation at Athens, with 
its private auditoria (Eunapius, V.S. 483), and 
conSistently used by Libanius in Antioch (e.g. Or. 2. 
25). The precautions taken in the case of such 
controversial orations as this are outlined in Ep. 283, 
where the funeral oration upon his uncle Phasganius 
is delivered to an audience of no more than four. 
Even so, such restricted circulation was utilitarian 
in purpose, since it directed propaganda to the right 
quarters at court in safety and with effectiveness, 
the orator's friends there acting as intermediaries 
(cf. Or. 2. 70 ff.). Hence the unexpected combina
tion of social criticism and violent personal abuse 
here. 

For this oration, the terminus post quem is A.D. 381, 
when Flavianus, mentioned as bishop of Antioch in 
the text (S 15).

I ~ 
was aDPointed, and when 

.J.,Jo. 
Oration 2

\1.) " 

was composed (if. Or. 1. 208). There he had plumed 
himself (Or. 2. 8) upon his consistent refusal of an 
honorary office, specifically mentioning the quaestor~ 

a " Recherches sur la publication et la diffusion des dis
cours de Libanius" (llistoria, v [1956), pp. 479-509). 
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ship granted by Julian. The implication is that, at 
the time of composing that speech, he had received 
no such recognition from Theodosius. The extreme 
terminus ante quem is given as A.D. 391 by its refer
ence to the continued existence of the Serapeum 
(§ 44); so that the composition must antedate the 
destruction of the temple in that year. A more 
precise definition may be seen in the reference at the 
beginning of the speech to the honorary office granted 
him by Theodosius, and accepted by him. This is 
the honorary prefecture referred to by Eunapius 
(V.S. 496), who yet manages to confuse the issue 
by stating that it was offered by JuHan and refused 
by Libanius. Libanius' acknowledgement, however, 
is reproduced in almost. identical terms in the proem 
to the De Vinctis (Or. 45), which may be dated with 
precision to A.D. 386. Such considerations rule out 
Seeck's attempt to place the speech to the winter of 
A.D. 388/9,11 and some other explanation must be 
given for the passage in the Autobiography (Or. 1. 
257-258) which he identifies as Libanius' reference to 

.the grant of this honorary office. The similar dat
ings given by Gothofredus,b Sievers C and Van Loy d 

are also rendered invalid. Seeck's further suggestion 
that the rescript of September A.D. 390 (C. Th. 16. 
3. 1) was in direct response to the arguments given 
in this speech must also fall. 

Tillemont and Foerster, however, though for 
different reasons, both date the speech to A.D. 384. 
Tillemont rejects outright Gothofredus' identifica

(I Geschichte des Untergangs der antiken Welt, v, pp. 
527 ff. b Opera iuridica minora, Leiden, 1733, pp. 469 n. 

t Das Leben des Libanius, Berlin, 1868 (repr. 1969). p. 
192. d Byzantion, viii (1933). pp. 17' ff. 
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tion of the high official pilloried in this oration 
(§§ 46 ff.) with Cynegius (ppO, A.D. 384-388): and 
Foerster a cannot bring himself to believe that the 
violent condemnations of this oration could possibly 
be applied to Cynegius in his lifetime, in view of the 
otherwise favourable notices which the prefect re
ceives in other orations. This argument, it must be 
admitted, takes little account of the practice of 
Libanius in his treatment of other high officials, 
where he shows himself to be no respecter ofpersons, 
nor yet of his habits in the publication of his more 
controversial orations. Both agree in identifying the 
pagan consul of § 53 with Richomer, and see in the 
narrative of Oration 1. 219-where honours proffered 
by both consul and emperor are mentioned-the oc
casion for the delivery of this oration. However, the 
problems connected with the honorary prefecture 
are explained by neither, the one denying the grant 
altogether, the other merely ignoring it, despite the 
indications here and in Oration 45. Both identify the 
law which currently bans pagan sacrifice with C. Th. 
16. 10. 7 of A.D. 381. 

The most recent examination of the problem has 
been conducted by Petit,b and he has succeeded in 
explaining the difficulties already mentioned and 
placing the oration in its social and historical context. 
For him, the honours of A.D. 384 proffered by both 
consul and emperor (Or. 1. 219) are the nomination 
to the prefecture and its acceptance, so that the I
speech must occur after that. The episode of Or. 1. 
258 is concerned not with the grant of the prefecture 

a Foerster, LibaniUls, vol. III, pp. 80-81. I 
b Petit, " Sur la date du ' Pro Templi.s,' " Bywnt'ion, xxi, 

pp. 298 fr. 
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but with the permission to transfer during Libanius' 
own lifetime his property to his illegitimate son 
Cimon.a The misguided prefect is to be identified 
with Cynegius, currently in office, the pagan consul 
with Eutropius (iv, Seeck j cos. A.D. 387 and designate 
in late 386), and the ban on pagan sacrifices is that 
of C. Th. 16. 10.9 of A.D. 385. From these and other 
indications the oration is to be allocated to A.D. 386, 
which, significantly enough, is the date of the De 
Vinctis, with its almost identical introduction." 

The oration thus falls into context as far as con
cerns both the career of Libanius and the develop
ment of imperial policy in social and religious affairs. 
Libanius presents his arguments as a propagandist 
of paganism from the social elevation of honoratus, a 
rank which he himself says he has held for some little 
time. The activities of Cynegius, criticized here and 
praised elsewhere, were at first concerned with curial 
recruitment, and only after the law of A.D. 385 does 
he appear to have diverged to the suppression of 
pagan temples, including that at Apamea (if. Theo
doret, H.E. 5. 21. 1), in this exceeding the mandate 
allowed him by the law. At the time of the compo
sition of the Pro Templis Cynegius had moved to 
Egypt but had not yet extended his religious excesses 
to Alexandria (§§ 35 f.). The oration is therefore a 
protest against the recent religious purges in the 

Q Petit's recognition of this incident as prompted by 
Libanius' request for the property transfer is in no way 
vitiated by his misinterpretation of some of the manreuvres 
which ensured its success (cj. Libanius, Autobiography, ed. 
Norman, p. 224). 

b A similar identity of treatment may be observed in pas
sages composed about the same time upon the same topic 
in Or. 1. 171 and Or. 24. 13 f. (cj. Vol. I, p. 501, note c). 
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diocese of the East and a warning against extending 
a similar reign of terror to the pagan cults of Egypt. 
A t the same time Theodosius is alerted to the 
damage, both social and economic, caused by this 
illegitimate encroachment upon the limits set by im
perial decree. The urgency, of tone in this speech 
indicates that he is conducting here a desperate, 
last-ditch defence of the institutions of his religion. 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Manuscripts which antedate the 17th century num
ber thirteen, including the eight collections utilized 
by Foerster (CAPUVIBM). Of these, A shows a la
cuna of one folium (from § 19 WS EXE:L to § ~8 8' GOL), 
-a lacuna which is reproduced both in the editio 
princeps of Gothofredus (Geneva, 1634), in his Opera 
Juridica Minora (Leiden, 1733) and in Reiske's edi
tion (Altenburg, 1791). It reappears also in Orelli's 
edition of 18~8, a work which also contains John 
Chrysostom's In Euiropium and (pseudo-)Themistius, 
Or. XII (De Religionibus). Mai (Fronto (ed. ~), Rome, j
18~3) first supplied the missing text, the oration 
being printed in its entirety for the first time by L. I 
de Sinner (Novus SS. Graecorurn saec. iv delectus, Paris, 

1 

1 
184~, pp. ~~7 if.). The oration was translated into i 
English by Nathaniel Lardner (in Arguments of Cel
sus etc. against the Christians by Thomas Taylor (the 
Platonist), London, 1830) ; into French by Monnier j 
(if. Vol. I, p. Ivii), and by Van Loy (Byzaniion, viii 
(1933), pp. 19 if.). Excerpts from the speech ap
pear in Thomas Magister; Planudes and Macarius. I 

Comment upon the oration appears in Gothofredus 
(loc. cit.), Tillemont (Histoire des empereurs, V2

, note 
98 



ORATION XXX 


16 on Theodosius I), Seeck, Foerster (loc. cit.), Pack, 
and-most recently and successfully-by Paul Petit, 
" Sur la date· du I Pro T emplis; l) Byzantion, xxi, pp. 
293 if. A running commentary is given by Van Loy 
(Byzantion, viii (1933), pp. 389 if.). 
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b Or. 45 begins with a similar profession of gratitude for 1 
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TO THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 

FOR THE TEMPLES 


1. ON many previous occasions, Sire, when I have 
tendered advice, you have felt that I have reached 
a proper conclusion, and I have prevailed over those 
whose words and wishes were opposed to mine be
cause of the superior merits of my counsel. Now too 
I come on the same errand, inspired with the same 
hope, and now too especially lend me your ears. If, 
however, I fail to convince you, do not consider the 
speaker to be hostile to your administration. Apart 
from anything else, reflect upon the great distinction 
you have bestowed upon me and consider that the 
beneficiary cannot but reasonably feel the strongest af
fection for his benefactor. b Simply for this reason I 
feel that I must advise on matters where I believe I 
have something worth while to say. In no other way 
could I show my gratitude to my sovereign, only per
haps by my oratory and what follows from it. 

2. To many people it will appear that I am courting 
much danger by embarking upon an ad(ll'ess to you 
about the temples and the need for them not to be 
abused as they are now, but in my view such people, 

honours received. For its importance oj. Introd. p. 95 and 
the article of Petit there cited. 
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4. ot 1TPWTOL ~aVlVT€S €1Ti yfjs, (J) fiaaLAEv, TO. 

II ii. 158 J.LET~Wpa KaTaAaf36vTEs I a1T1)AaLOLS TE Kal KaAV
a ~ \ {\ I r 8 A '8 \" " fJaLS aVTOVS OLaaw':,oVT€S EWV €V VS €vvotG,v 1\0,
at \ t " AI J t"
fJOVTES Kat YVOVT€S OTToaov 7] KEWWV EtWOLa TOtS
'8' f I 'i" \ \ , ./..1
av PW1TOLS, LEpa TE Ota ELKOS TOVS 1TPWTOVS 'f'VVTas 

, , 1\ l' 'A" A 
!«(lL aYOJ\FaTa GfpWW aVTOLS E:TToL1Jaav. TWV 1Tpay.. 

I I:' \' '\ \8 ' "Ii:'''' IftG,TWV DE as 1TOI\€LS TTPOE/\ OVTWV '1)07] T7]S 1TEpt 
,.,. I , ......, I \\ \ \ , 

TaVTa TEXV7]S €LS TOVTO a1TOXpwCJT}S 1TOMaL fLEV €V 

ImwpElaLS, 1ToMai Si iv 7TESlOLS €cpaV1Jaav, €V €Kd

1 v~' F., conj. Re.: om. U: W other MSS. 
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in entertaining these fears, are very much mistaken 
in their assessment of you. To my mind, it is the 
choleric, ill-tempered man who proceeds immediately 
to condemn the expression of opinions, when any
thing is said that is displeasing to him: the kindly, 
humane gentle character-your own qualities, Sire a 

-merely refuses the counsel of which he does not 
approve. For where it lies with the hearer of a dis
course whether to be convinced by it or not, it is un
justified for him to refuse a hearing, since no harm 
can come of it, or to become angry and resort to 
punishment if he disagrees with any remarks when 
anyone has the courage to say what he conceives to 
be right. 3. I beg you then, Sire, to turn your gaze 
on me as I speak, and not to let your eyes light upon 
those who will wish by various means to delude both 
you and me, for often enough the influence of a nod 
has more effect than the force of truth. I submit that 
they too should allow me to develop my argument 
quietly and without abuse and afterwards attempt 
by argument themselves to refute what I have said. 

4. The first men who appeared on earth, Sire, oc
cupied the high places and protected themselves in 
caves and huts, and soon gained a notion of gods and 
realized how much their good will means to mankind. 
They raised the kind of temples to be expected of 
primitive man and made idols. for themselves. As 
their culture advanced towards urbanization and 
building techniques became adequate for it, . many 
cities made their appearance at the mountain's foot 
or on the plains, and in each and everyone of them 

The customary notice of Theodosius' clemency, cf. Or. 
4·5. 1 ; 50. 1. 
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~\ \ \ A , \ '" , '" 1 IGTIJ O~ fLETa. TO TELXOS apX!l TOU I\OL1roU awp.aTOS 

. t \ \ I I \ ~I... I f)


R li. 159 tEpa Kat VEqJ. rrapa yap 0'1 TWV TOLOUTWV KUt"EP
V'lTWV ~yOfjVTO p.EylaTTJv aVTOl.s Kat ,",V aa~a-
, "{j 5 " , 1\ {j \ ""., tI/\ftav Eaeavat. • Kav ErrEl\v'(Js TTJv YTJv arraaav ~lv 

t (P "'" A tJ 	 "" I
Ot WfLatot vEp.oVTaL, rraVTaxov TOVTO EVPTJGetS, 
." ... " , I I
ErrEt Kav T'(J fLETa TTJV fLEYLG'TTJV rrpW'TTJ VEqJ nVES 
11:" ,,\,.. ....) I " I , 
ET HO'tV, Et Kat TWV np.wv EaTEPTJv-ra~, Ol\tYOt fLEV 
, 1 \ 'I '" , 'C"'\6 I ., '1:.'1 '" FI€K 1Tavv 1TO/v\WV, ov fLTJV Ef:, '11\ E "IE a1Tav €~ av TTJS 90 

TOUTO. Kat fLETa Tfjs TWV (]ewv TOVTWVL avfLp.axlas
" 'P .... ;0.' I "I IE1TtOV'TES wp.ato£ TOtS' EVaV'TtOtS' fLaxofLEVot T€ EVt-

I 1 Q\' A t I ...
KWV Kat VEVtKTJKOTES t"El\nW TOtS' TJTTTJP.EVOLS TOV 

I)" 6 I"" I I " '''' 1 " J.. ' \, n. 1 0 1TpO Tf}S TJTTTJS TOV Err aUTTJ XPOVOV ErroLOVV 'f0
Q 'J.. 'If ''I'''' ...
t"0VS' TE 	a'fEI\OV'TES Kat 1TOl1.tTELas TTJS' aVTWV p.ETa
ooVTES' • 

'~ If"," (] '" \ ,6 . IIaLOWV 'TOtVVV TJfLwv OVTWV Ka atpEt, fLev TOV 
.R I 'rp , • r' '" )' ,\'lTEpLVt"pwav-ra TTJv wfLr/v 0 al\aTWV E1T aVTOV 

,\ ,~" Ll ... ''''\8 ' ayaywv O'TpaT01TEOOII, Ot IJ€OLS E'lTTJ1\ ov 'lTpOTEpOV 
R .. 'c' 	 \, ~ I ' , , '~I \ 1n. 	161 EVc.:,afLEVot, KpaTTJaas OE Kat avopos E'lT EKELVqJ 

A ''I ) 8 " 't I t'TatS rrOI\EatV av EtV 1TapEO'XTJKOTOS' 1JYTJaafL€JlOS av
... , 	 ,....." 'Y (j I ) , ,

Tip I\VatTEI\EW ETEpOV nva VOfLt,,::E£V VEOV EtS fLEV TTJV 
R ii. 162 Tfjs 11'OAEWS 1TEpL ~v lCT'lTovoaae 'lTol1JGW ITOtS' [EPO'iS 

" I '" " t" Ll ,€XP1JaaTO XP1Jp.aat, TTJS Ko"Ta vOfLOvs OE {lEpa7TEtas 
, I 't" t/ )", ~ \' "t '" J
EKWYJaev OVOE EV, aM TJV fLEV EV TOtS tEpOtS' 11'EJlto", 

A I:' , t "''' "\ '\ " 71TapTJv oe opav a11'aVTa -raMo. 1T1\TJpovp.Eva. • 

a Constantinople, "the first city next to the greatest" 
(Rome): a regular description, c/. Or. 1. 284; 18. 11; 59. 
94. Christians (e.g. Euseb. Vito Canst. 3. 48. Augustine, Civ. 
Dei, 5. 95) claimed that Constantine founded his new capital 
with no temples or idols, but temples certainly survived 
from the Byzantium which preceded it. 

b An argument lately used by Symmachus concerning the 
Altar of Victory, Symm. Rel. 3. 

4 Pcr commendation of Roman generosity with grants of 
citizenship c/. Dion. Hal. Ant. 1. 9. 4. 
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the first buildings to be erected after the wall were 
shrines and temples, for they believed that from such 
governance. they would have the utmost protection 
also. 5. And if you travel the whole length of the 
Roman world, you will find this everywhere the case. 
Even in our second capital some temples still exist,G 
robbed of all honour, admittedly, but though they 
be but few out of very many, still they have not 
vanished from it completely. And it was with these 
gods to aid them that the Romans used to march 
against the foe, engage them in battle,b conquer them 
and, as conquerors, grant the vanquished a condition 
of life better than that which they had before their 
defeat, removing their fears and allowing them a 
share in their own civic life.C 

6. While I was still a boy, the ruler who held a reign 
of terror in Rome was brought down by the leader of 
an army of Gauls-Gauls who, originally worshippers 
of the gods, turned against them and attacked them." 
He, after overcoming the person who had infused 
new life into the cities,1:l thought it to his own ad
vantage to recognize some other as a god, and he 
employed the sacred treasures on the building of the 
city upon which his heart was set.! For all that, he 
made absolutely no alteration in the traditional forms 
of worship, but, though poverty reigned in the 
temples, one could see that an the rest of the ritual 

II Libanius wa." born in A.D. S14. In A.D. Sl~ Maxentius 
was defeated at the l\/Iil~~ian BrIdge by Constantine, Caesar 
in Britain and Gaul, Zos. 2. 16. 

~ Licinius, Augustus in the East, defeated by Constantine, 
A.D. 323. Zos. 2. 28. 

! Zosimus (2. 29) agrees that Constantine's adoption of 
Christianity occurred after the fall of Lidnins. 
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t:} I 1;1 \ ... , ,.., " \ 'I:' I ~\
KaTa/,-,aa7JS OE T7JS" apX7Js Em TOV ES EKEWOV J fta/\

R ii. 163 AOV o~ TOV aX~ftaTosJ 1 ws TO yE KpaTELV JTJpWV 
'\" l' t '1:'''' ~ I \ \, \ 

7JV OLS 7J €~ apxr}'; 'lTawaywyta Kat TO ft€Xpt 'lTaVTOS 
u ~I Ll I l' 1'" ,.., \ I 
Laov ovvaauat 'lTapEaXEV, OVTOS OVV EV Tf.(? K€I\EV

fj " ... t:} \' "\ \ , __ \ , I
€auat '1Tap aVTWV /,-,aaLI\EVWV al\l\a TE OV Ka/\a 'lTEt
fl \ ",. I 8 I ,t' I FVETat Kat ft7JKET EtVat vatas. TaVTas 0 KEWOV ' 91 

\ , ,/,' , \ ~ \ " " 
fttV aVEtpWSJ apE'T1]V OE a'1Taaav KT7JaaftEVOS €'1Tav

I '8'" , IT' \""I:'~ayEt Kat TE VEWTOS €V EpO'aLS J 0 Tt O(f.0paKWS TJ
'\ \ ,), , ,.. " \ B' ( A

ftEMWV a'f't7Jft' VVVJ ft€VEL ftEV Ttva TO VEtV tEpHa 
I '~I t:}" "8XPOVOV, V€WT€PWV OE TWWV O'Uft/,-,aVTWV EKWI\V 7J 

\ A , ~ \)," -'- \" , \ \ t:} I .' \.., \
'lTapa TOW aO€l\tpow, aI\I\ OV TO l\L/,-,aVWTOV. al\l\a 

"'" I \ t \ '{l a I I f1 \ 
TOUTO yE Kat 0 O'OS E/,-,E/,-,aLwaE V0ftOS) WO'T€ ftTJ 

R ii. 164 ftfiMov dAyE'iV ~ftas I ors d~TlP€eTJft€V ~ xapLv €l
~ I - I 8 \ , 'l' "8'OEvaL TWV O'UYKEXWP7JftEVWP. • O'U ftEV OVV ov 

iEpa KEKAliaBat <~K'AEVaas)1 OUTE ft7]o€va '1Tpoa
I " ,.. "\Q \ " \, \ ,..

LEVat OVTE 'lTVp OVT€ I\L/,-,aVWTOV OVTE Tas a'1TO TWV"\ \ e I \' I: 1\ ~....,.." \
al\l\wv vft,aftaTWV T'ftas ES7]l\aaas 'TWV Vf.WV OVOE 

,. t:} ,. (~\ \ ,. '" \
TWV /'-'WftWV, Ot OE ftEl\aVELftoVOVVTES OVTot Ka,
\' \ ,. '\)" , 8 I '!< \

'lTI\EtW ftEV TWV €I\EtpaVTWV fa WVTES J 'lTOVOV of. 'lTap-

R ii. 165 JXOVTES TCfJ 'lTA~e€£ TWV lK1TWftChwv I TOtS 8,' ~a-
1 fl(£A€VaaS inserted F., conj, Ret Qf. schol. C: 76 O'xfjp,a. 

o.-reAls· Af;[.rm 'TO e,<J)..evaCJ.S. 

a Zosimus (4. 36) implicitly agrees. Christians, however 
(e.g. Socr. H.E. 1. 18), assert that he razed temples and forbade 
sacrifices, the latter point confirmed by Constantius' edict 
of A.D. 341 (C. Th. 16. 10. 2). Constantine's own edicts al
lowing pagan ritual (ibid. 9. 16. 1-3) are prior to A.D. 8g4. 

b Constantius II (Augustus in East A.D. 337-861), notori
ous for his weakness in -the face of his eunuchs and officials I 
of court, cf. Or. 18. 15ft:lf.; 6g. 8:1f. Amm. Marc. g1.16. 16. ..:',' 

~ Cf. Or. 1. 27. O. Th. 16. 10.4-6; the breach of these 
edicts was punishable by death. d Julian, of. VoL 1. 

• Van Loy identifies this with the law of Valentinian and ~J-.•'.','-'-

Valens, O. 1'h. 9.16.7 of A.D. 364 (c/. Zos. 4.3). This does 
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was fulfilled.a 7. To his son passed th~government, 
or rather the shadow of it, for the reins of power 
were held by others who, through their control of 
his earliest upbringing l had gained a supremacy ab
solutely equal to his own.b He, then, ruling under 
orders from them, was induced to adopt several mis
guided policies, in particular, the banning of sacri
fices. c His cousin, a paragon of all virtue, restored 
them. Of his actions and intentions I make no men
tion here, but after his death in .Persia,c.i the per
formance of sacrifice lasted· for some little time until, 
after some untoward incidents, it was banned by the 
two imperial brothers,e an exception, however, being 
made in the case of offerings of incense. This par
ticular exception has also been confirmed by a la,,, 
of your own, so that we do not so much lament what 
we have lost as show gratitude for the concession we 
have obtained. 8. You then have neither ordered 
the closure of temples nor banned entrance to them. 
From the temples and altars you have banished 
neither fire nor incense nor the offerings of other 
perfumes.! But this black-robed tribe, who eat more 
than elephants and, by the quantities of drink they 
consume,u weary those that accompany their drink-

not provide 1'00m1 for the time lag or the unrest mentioned 
by Libanius, which should refer to Procopills' revolt. The 
edict is thus, in Libanius' narrative, that of C. Th. 9. 16. 8. 

f Theodosius (C. Th. 16. 10. 7 of A.D. 381) had forbidden 
sacrifices to be made in temples, allegedly used for purposes 
of divination, This ban was reinforced bv that of A.D. 385 
(ibid. 1O.9). Turification is finally banned in A.D. 392 after 
the fall of Tatianus (C. l'h. 16. 10. 12). 

g For the anti-social activities of the monks cf. Or. 2.39, 
45. 26; Amm. l\'iarc. 27. 3. 14, Eunap. V.S. 412, Zos. 5. :is, 
C. 	Th. 12. 1. 63 (ignaviae sectatores). ' 
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LIBANIUS 

, ,#\ 'II I 
lJ-aTWV aUTOtS 71apa71Ep,710Vat TO 7TOTOV, avyKpv71

TOVTES S~ TaVTa WXpOT1}Tt Tfi o,a ,dxv'1}S aliTo,s 

71E7TOptap,I.VlJ p,IVOVTOS, JJ (JaO'£AEv, Ka, KpaTovVTos 

I)·· 1 '6 ~ I eI '-I..' t \ t. 1\ -I.. I \ I \ I
"n. 6 TOU Vop,ov EOVatV E'j' £Epa ~vAa 'j'EpOVTES Ka£ A£\ I~ (' ~, \,' I "" ,eovs Kat O'/,Q'1}pOV, O£ DE Kat av€V TOVTWV XEtpas Kat 

7100as. E71EtTa Mvawv Ada Kaeat!pOVp,EVWV opo- 1" 9Z 
-I.. " IA'j'WV, KaTaaKa71Top,EVWV TO£XWV, KaTaa71wp,EVWV 

, \ I , 'fJ A \ tA\.'l
aya/\p,aTWV, avaU71Wf!.EVWV Wp'WV, TOUS LEpHS oE 
'I ~ ,\ \.' A A , ~\ ,e I
'1} atyav '1} TE vavat OET TWV 71pWTWV DE KEtp,EVWV 
<:;:, II \<:;:1 \ I \ 1 
opop,os Em TO. OEVTEpa Kat TpLTa, Kat Tp071ata TpO
'" AI I 9 \A71aLOLS EVaVTI.a TCf! VOP,Cf! UVVHpETaL. • TOAp,aTat 

\ l' , A 1\ \ \ \ <:;: \' ,,' ~ 
p'EV ow Kall TaLS 1fOAEO'L, TO 710AU DE EV TO(S aypots. 

\ \\' \ t (j,f/ \1 1"\.'\R ii. 167 Kat 710/\AOt p'EV 01. Ka EKCWTOV 1fOAEp,wt, E71t DE 
I ..., r:;: I ... , '(j If 

p,VPLOLS KaKOLS TO OLEU71app,EVOV TOVT a pOL':,ETat 
\ \ I '\ \ '\ ' .... ...., I

KaL AOYOV a/\A'1}AOVS a71atTOVat T(J)V Hpyaap,Evwv 
, " '" )~, .....

Kat ataxvv'1} TO p''1} p,EYLaTa '1}OLK'1}KEvaL. xwpovaL 
, ~\ "" , ..... fI' I 

TOLVVV aLa TWV aypwv wa71Ep XELp,appOt KaTaav
~ \ "" C',.. \" , f/ '" 

POVTES OLa TWV £EpWV TOVS aypovs. OTOV yap av 
t , , I, /, ,.... l' 1 I).. \ I \ 
LEpOV EKK0'f'WO'tV aypov, OUTOS TETV'j'AWTa£ T€ I(at

'" "e ,/,"'" a . \... ....KELTat Kat TE V'1}KE. 't'VX"f} yap, W /-,aaW\EV, TOLS 
, ..... ,r, I ..... , ,..., ,~ 

aypo,s Ta tEpa 71p0Otp,La T1}S EV TOIS aypoLs KTtaEWS 
I , ~ , """" "'" \ "" yEYEVYJp,Eva Kat ota 710/\AWV YEVEWV ELS TOVS VW 

" , -I.. 1 10 \ A ,,"OVTas a'j'Lyp,Eva. • Kat TOLS yewpyovo'£V fW au
" t 1\ 1<:;: f/ " <:;: A \ .... 

TOLS at. €A71LOES oaat 1f€pt TE avopwv Kat yvvatKWV 
\' , Q "" ,,.. ".....,

Kat TEKVWII Kat /-,OWV Kat T'1}S 0'71£LpOp,EV'1}S Y1JS Kat 
... J. I • \)\.... (j" \

T'1}S 1f€..rVT€VJ.LEV1JS. 0 DE TOVTO 1f€1fOV WS aypos 
, \ I \ ,.... A ,I..." 1<:;:

a710AWAEKE Kat TWV y£wpywv p,€"ra TWV El\'tnoWV TO 

1 0070, F., conj. Re., Cobet: 1'061'4,) Re. text (PU, cor
rections in VI): 'ToiJ1'O other MSS. . 

a For this denigration of Christian ritual cf. Or. 9. 59; 
and the monkish pallor, Or. 6~. 10. 
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ing with the singing of hymns, who hide these ex~ 
cesses under an artificially contrived pallor a-these 
people, Sire, while the law yet remains in force, has
ten to attack the temples with sticks and stones 
and bars of iron, and in some cases, disdaining these, 
with hands and feet. Then utter desolation follows, Ii 
with the stripping of roofs, demolition of walls, the 
tearing down of statues and the overthrow of altars, 
and the priests must either keep quiet or die. After 
demolishing one, they scurry to another, and to a 
third, and trophy is piled on trophy, in contravention 
of the law. 9. Such outrages occur even in the cities, 
but they are most common in the countryside. c 
Many are the foes who perpetrate the separate 
attacks, but after their countless crimes this scat
tered rabble congregates and calls for a tally of their 
activities, and they are in disgrace unless they have 
committed the foulest outrage. So they sweep across 
the countryside like rivers in spate, and by ravaging 
the temples, they ravage the estates, for wherever 
they tear out a temple from an estate, that estate 
is blinded and lies murdered. Temples, Sire, are the 
soul of the countryside: they mark the beginning 
of its settlement, and have been passed down through 
many generations to the men of today. 10. In them 
the farming communities rest their hopes for hus
bands, wives, children, for their oxen and the soil 
they sow and plant. An estate that has suffered so 
has 10st the inspiration of the peasantry together 

b Proverbial-of a prey to all and sundry; c/. 01'. 12. 40, 
14,. ~6; and Vol. I, p. 59 n. 

C Temples and altars in the countryside {rnentioned in the 
ban of C. Th. 16. 10. Hl of A.D. 391} are fmally doomed to 
demolition by Arcadills in A.D. 399 (ibid. 10. 16). 
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7Tp60VfLOV' fLa'T'1Jv yap ~yoVV'TaL 7TOV~aELV 'TWV ds 
~! \ I " , 'I) ~ '" OEOl' TOvr; '1TOl'Ovr; ayov'TWV Ea'TEpTffLEl'Ot EWV. 'TTfr; 


.. '" <;' , , 'I)' f , I' , \ , ,~. " 
R 11. 168 YTfr; O€ OUK€ OfLOLWV '1TOVWl' a7TOl\aVovGTfs ovo av 
" (I 1'" " 	 ,~,I 	 " war; 	0 'TaKaS 'T<p 7TpLV a7TaVT<p'1J' 'TOV'TOV OE Ol'TOr; F 93 

I I \ C " R\ I R ~ \'TOLOV'TOV 7TEv€a'TEpOr; fLEV a y€wpyor;, EV ,..,l\a,..,'lI OE" 
<,/.., \'" ,/..'<;' 'll/\ , ,o <popor;. KaL yap av a<poopa EU€I\'lI nr;, 'TO yE" fLTf 

ovvaaBaL KwAVEL. 

0 " ,'\' '" , a11. V'TWS' E7TL 'To. fLEytaTa TWJJ 7Tpayp.a'TWll ,..,0.
U'EL 'Ta OLa 'T~V 'TOV'TWV da~AyELav KaT/X 'TWll aypwv 

'ToAfLwfL€l'a, OL £/>aat fL~V 'TOLS' l €poLS' '1ToAEfLELv, Ean 
oJ oVTor; 0 7ToAEfLor; '1Topor; 'TWV fL~l' 'ToLr; vaoLr; Jy
K€£fL~llWV, 'TWV OE 'To. oVTa TOLr; TaAaL'1TwpOLr; afYlTa-
Y' I , , "'" ) , ,.. "" 't\
f:,0VTWV TaTE" K€LfL€va aVToLr; a'1TO 'TTfr; YTjr; Kat a 

I).. II , , , ,/..., t , \ 

'TP€<pOVULV. wa'T a'1TEpXOV'TaL <p€pOVT€r; OL €7TEI\

0' \..., \ , ... \:,\ ,
OV'TEr; 'To. 'TWV EK7TE'1TOI\LOpKTjfL€VWV. 'TOLr; O€ aUK 

apK€L 'TaVTa, aAAa Ka~ y11v a£/>E'TEpt,oVTaL ~V 'TOV 
.. ~" < \ ,. \' I \ \\' '" R n. 	169 vELVOS LEpav ELvaL I\EYOV'TEr;, Kat 7TOI\I\Ot TWV 7TaT

I " ~, , I " 'I II '" t \:,'p<PWV €a'TEPTfVTaL at OVOfLaTor; OVK aI\TfIJovr;. OL 0 

€K 'TWV €'T€PWV 'Tpv£/>wat KaKWV ot 1'0 '1TELvijV, WS' 
).. \ t '" I) I I) I ,,~, < 
<pam, 'TOV aVTWV Epa'1TEVOVTES' mv. TjV a OL '1TE

I \"" '\ " 7TOpeTffL€VOL 7Tapa 'TOV EV aaTE' 7TOLfL€va, Kal\OvaL 
, tl II ~ , I I '" l' ,\ 

yap OV'Twr; al'opa ov '1Tavv XP1]a'TOV, TjV ow EI\
,~ I \ , ., ,~, t \I) ,OVTEr; OovpWVTaL I\EYOV'TEr; a TjOLKTfVTaL, a 7TOLfl-TfV 

l' \" I ,~, , /\ f'
OVTOS' TOVS /lEV €7TTJVEO'E, 'TOVS DE o,7T1]l\aaev we; ell 

... 	 "'1 I) , ~ I 1 ' 'T<P fL1] fLELf:,W 7TE'1TOV EvaL K€KEpoaKoTar;. 2. KaL

.•.•.1.·a Thus neglect of the gods is held to produce the famines 
which had been prevalent since A.D•. 382; cf. Symm. Rel. i3. 15 ff. 

b On temple properties, cf. Bidez, V'ie de Julien, pp. 225 if. 

e Zosimus 5. 23 supports this accusation. 

r.! See on § 8 above. Thecdcsius himself about this time 
 I 

complained, " monachi multa scelera faciunt "(Ambrose. Ep. 
41. 27). 
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with their hopes, for they believe that their labour 
will be in vain once they are robbed of the gods who 
direct their .labours to their due end.a And if the 
land no longer enjoys the same care, neither can the 
yield match what it was before, and, if this be the 
case, the peasant is the poorer, and the revenue 
jeopardized, for whatever a man's willingness, surely 
his inability frustrates him. 

11. So the outrages committed by these hooligans 
against the estates bear upon vital matters of state. b 

They claim to be attacking the temples, but these 
attacks are a source of income, for, though some as
sail the shrines, others plunder the wretched peas
antry of what they have, both the produce stored 
from the land and their stock; and the invaders 
depart with the loot from the places they have 
stormed. Others are not satisfied with this, but they 
appropriate the land too, I:J claiming that what be
longs to this or that body is temple property, and 
many a man has been robbed of his family acres on 
this false title. Others, again, claim to worship their 
god with fasting, and yet grow fat on the misfortunes 
of other folk.d And if the victims of this looting 
come to the " pastor" in town-for that is the title 
they give to a fellow who is not all that he should 
be-,e if they come and tearfully l'ecount their 
wrongs, this pastor commends the looters and sends 
the victims packing with the assurance that they are 
lucky to have $ot off so lightly. 12. Yet, Sire, these 

• i.e. the bishop (at this time Flavianus, § 15). with his 
ecclesiastical court. The term was, of course. current in 
Christian circles, but a.rouses Libanius' ire because it ~N"as 
also one of his own expressions to signify his relation as 
sophist with his pupils (dyEA'!]). 
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~ \ '" , ... 1'f3 \~ \ '!"
TOt T1JS' fL€V G1JS apX1JS', W ao'£l\€VJ Kat. OVTO£, TO

I ~\ I ~)~ I ,\ 
aOVTcp OE XP1Ja£fLWTEpO£ TWV aotKOVVTWV aVTOVS 
t! ,.., I (' Y' f \ \ 
oacp TWV apyovVTwv 01. Epya~ofLEVOL. Ot j.t€V yap 

" \! (~\I '" ..1.."'" ,\ IF94 TaLS' j.tMt.TTatS, 01. oe TOt.S K1J'f'1Ja£V EOtKaat. Kav 

dKovawa£v dypOll ~XEW n TWlI ap'ITaaOfjlla£ oVlIaw R ii. !'t 

j.t€VWlI,I EV'0VS\ OVTOS'!" €1I'0'vaLat.S TE " (an Kat.'{\'oELlIa 
'" \~.... "'" \ I C''lTOLEL Kat. oEt aTpaTELas €'IT aVTOV Kat. 'lTap€Lat.V ot. 

..I.. I .. ,J1 '0 A\
aw,/"pOVLaTaL, TOUTO yap ovofLa n €V7'at. Tat.S I\n
"\ \ \ l' (I

aT€La£s, Et. j.t1J Kat.1 j.tt.KpOV EL'lTOll. ot. j.tEV yE 'lTEL-

R ii. 171 pWVTat. Aalled.lI€t.v Kat <1 ToAj.tWaLlI dpllOVlITat., I Kall 
_ \ 1 \ 1 flQ t ~ \ ..I.. \ ,.. \ 

KaI\EanS I\naT1JVI vfJpt.aas, 01. OE 'f't.I\OTtj.tOVVTa£ Kat. 
, \ \) '" \;'\;'I \ 

aEj.tVVllOllTat Kat TOVS aYllOOVlITaS otoaaKovaL Kat 
,. '(;1 i:' ..I.. t 1 13 ' ....Y€PWV a!:>t.ovs E val. 'f'aaw aVTOVS. • KaLTOt. TOVTO 

TL €T€paV €O'1W ~ tv Elp~vr1 'lTOAEfLE'iaOat. TOVS yEWp-
I ,~, , 'A'\ I ,.. \yovs; OVOEV yap aVTOtS €l\aTTOVS 'lT0L€!, 'Tas avp,

..1..' \ ' ' '''' I ,.."'f'0pas TO 'lTapa TWV OLKEt.WV 'lTaaXEW KaKWS, €t. j.t1J 
'~I \ (\ " '" '" tKat O€LVOTEPOV TO OVS €LKOTWS av Ell Tapaxats Et.XOll 

, t\' '(' ... ,
avj.tj.taXOVS, V7TO TOVTWV EV 1Javxt.as KaLpCP 'lTaaXELV 

ola OtfjAOOV. 

K 1 / e' l' Q \ '" \ ~ ,14. atTOL n p,a WV, W fJaaLI\EU, TaS' oVlIaj.tE£S 
1 \ ., \ 'Y \ '" 

avVEXELS Kat. o'ITl\a KaTaaK€Va~n KaL aTpaT1JYot.s 
\ '" \ \ , " l' ..1..'KOt.1I01\0Yn Kat. 'TOUS j.tEV €K'lTEj.t'ITELS 0(, O'Vj.t'f'€P€t., 

'" ~ " '\ \ t' "'" ... ~ ,7'OLS O€ €'lTLaTEI\I\ELS V'lTEP TWV €'lTELyOV7'WV, TOt.S O€ 
, '\ \ t \ '!" ,,.. ,~\ I 

aVTE'lTLa7'EI\I\€LS v'lTep WV EpWTwat.; TO. DE TEt.X1J 
... \ \ , t 0 \' , Q '\

7'(J,V'Ta TO. KaLva Kat. 0(, EptVOL 'lTOVOL n fJoUI\€Tat 

.. \ I' \" 8" \, r A
R 11. 172 Tavn I 'lTQ!J'TCt Ka~ 7TO/, " I\E7T€L; Kat TL 'lTpOfEVEt. 

'" 1\ \....,... \ r"" "~ ,
TatS TE 'lTOI\E(]L Kat. TOtS aypoLS TO ';,1JV TE EV aOEt.1t 

1 Kat F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.) • 
._-_.._--------------

a The aw~pov£(1'Tal are a type of rural police, cf. Marc. 
Diac. Vito Pm·ph. p. 22. Here their function is usurped by 
the monks. 
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victims are your subjects too, and as workers are 
more useful than idlers, so are they more useful than 
their oppressors. These are as the bees, those the 
drones. And if they hear that an estate has some
thing worth looting, it is straightaway involved in 
sacrifices and is committing all manner of crimes: 
an armed visitation is called for, and up come the 
justices,IJ which is the term they use to describe 
these-for want of a better word-footpads, for foot
pads at least try not to be found out and they deny 
their misdeeds. Call one of them a footpad and 
you insult him. But tIlls crew flaunt their excesses, 
boast of them, advertise them to those who are un
aware of them, and claim that they should be re
warded. 18. But it is nothing else than war in peace 
time waged against the peasantry. Ill-usage at the 
hands of their fellows is no alleviation for their mis
fortunes, except for the fact that it is even worse 
that those allies they might normally have had in 
times of trouble are responsible for their experien
cing the above-mentioned outrages in time of peace. 

14. Then what is your purpose, Sire, in maintaining 
your forces, equipping your armies and confen'ing 
with commanders? Why send them to where they 
are needed, post despatches to them on matters of 
urgency, despatch replies to their queries? What 
is the point of these fresh fortifications, these labours 
of midsummer? b What is the object of all this? 
What is it that allows both town and country to live 

, . . 

b The fortifications and labours of midsummer were 
identified by Seeck and Van Loy with the Balkan campaigns 
of A.D, 890, and 50 held to indicate a late date for the speech. 
I-)etit (op. cit. p. 805) identifies with the successful campaign 
against the Gruthungi of A.D. 386. 
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Kat Ka8EVOEtV &.Kptl~ws Kat p,~ eopv~E2(J8at Ta2s F 95 
, ' ''' \ , '\ / '\ \' l' ,~ , , 
arm TWV 7i'OI\Ep'WV EI\7i'WtV al\l\ EV EWEVat 7i'aVTas 
" ,\, / , R' \ "'\ \ "\ ,
OTt 	Kav E7nYJ TtS, I\a/"wv Tt KaKOV fLal\l\oV 'rJ I\V7i''rJ

" t/ l' ...... \ ,Ie e '\ I 1
(Jas a7i'Et(JtV; OTav OUV (JOU TOVS E~W EV 7i'OI\EfLLOVS 

" ...... tl " ...... tl
aVELpyoVTOS TWV U7i'O (jOt TWES E7i't Ttvas TWV V7i'O 

;"" "" ,..., 8...... , ,,,
(jOt 'f'EpWVTat TWV KOLVWV aya wv OVK EWVTES fLET
, "'"" \ J. ,~ \

EXEW, 7i'WS OV T'rJV (J'rJV 7i'pOVotav Kat 'f'pOVTtoas Kat 
/ '~'" -;- R \ - '" ~\ , , 'I'7i'OVOVS aotKOV(JLV, W /"a(JtMV; 7i'WS DE OVK €V OLS 

7i'paTTOVaL Kat Tn aTi YVWfLYJ 7i'OAEp,OV(JL j 

15. ilapapa{vovTas yap ~'rJat T6V ofJK €WVTa 
/ , 8' , '8 ./,'~8VELV ' Vop,OV Kat VOVTas ETtfLWPOVfLE a. 'f'EVOOV
'" " \ , l' R '\ '" ,~ \ ,

Tat, TaVTa OTav I\EywaLv, W /"aaLilf:V. OVOELS yap 
</ 8 \ I ~\...... ,.., ~ ..... " I

OVTW pauvs TOVTWV 0'rJ TWV T'rJS ayopas a7i'ELpWV 
• 'c '" l' I I I ~'" ws a£LOVV EWat KVPLWTEpOS VOfLOV, vOfLov DE OTav
" \ 8 I 	 I -r t\1 	 t

Et'Ti'W, TOV TE ELKOTa I\EyW. 7i'WTEVELS OVV WS Ot 

R ii. 173 fL'rJOE ~V TOV 7i'paKTOpOS I XAafLvoa ~EpOV7"ES OVTOL 
R \1 '\ .1.. \~\""
/"aatI\ELaS' av 'I<aTE'f'povovv; TaV7"t DE 'Ta 7i'apa TOV

" / \ \ \ in \ R .... \ \ I
TWV EI\EyETO fLEV KaL 7i'apa 'Vl\a/"Lavcp 7i'Ol\l\aKtS, 

R ii. 174 ~MYXe'rJ Of OVOE7i'W7i'OTE. OVOE I yap vVv. 16. loo.o 

yap o~ 7i'POKaAOVfLaL TO.oS K'rJOEfLovas TOVOE TOV 
I 	 " J 1'~ '2 I ""'" It,!'

vOfLov' TtS' EWE TLvas TOVTWV TWV avaaTaTWV V'f' 
r", , 8' " ...... a tAt
vfLwv yEVOp,EVWV TE VKOTas E7n TWV fJwfLwv, ws 0 

I " ...... I I t ,Q I I' ,
vOfLoS' OVK ECf:; TtS VEOS', 1"£S' 7TpEat-'vT'rJS, TtS' (lv'rJP, 

I " ..... \ 1'\ " ,\,TtS 	yvv'rJ, TtS' TWV TOV aVTOV OLKOVVTWV aypov ov F 96 
.I.. I - 8' \ \ \ 8 IIUVfL'f'EpofLEVOS' TOLS' vaa(J"L Ta 7TEpt TOVS EOVS, TtS' 

... , '" '\ I \ \ \ '~'" ,\ '" ,TWV €V TOLS' 7T/\'rJ(Jwv; 7i'Ol\l\a 0 av KaL OV(Jp,EVEtQ. 

Kat ~86voS' €fL7i'Ot~aEtE yeLTOatV, d¢' d}v tABoL TtS 
" 3 t ~ , ", "\ , \ " (/ )/ , )' 
av 'rJ0EWS' €1TEI\EYXOV, al\l\ ofLwS OVT€ TOVTWV OVTE 

1 7TOA€fLtous F.: 7ToMfLOVS Re. (11158.). 

I> €l3~ F. (M): ol3~ Re. (other MSS.). 


3 all inserted F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). 
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in security, to sleep soundly and not to quake with ex
pectations of war, save the universal conviction that 
any invader will retire after suffering more damage 
than he has caused? So, while you keep external 
foes at arm's length, if one group of your subjects 
attacks another and prevents them sharing in the 
general prosperity, they inevitably do harm to your 
precautions, your policies and your task, Sire, and 
by their activities they rebel against your will also. 

15. The assertion is, of course, that they were 
punishing those who offer sacrifice and so contravene 
the law that bans it. This assertion, Sire, is always 
a lie. None of these ignorant rustics is so impudent 
as to claim to be above the law, and when I say the 
law, I mean its formulator. Do you really believe 
that those who cringe even at the tax-collector's 
uniform would despise the emperor's majesty? Yet 
this was the argument so often put to Flavianus,a 
but it was never proved-nor is it now. 16. Now 
look! I challenge the guardians of this law. Who 
has seen anyone out of all the persons you have dis
possessed who has sacrificed on the altars in the 
manner forbidden by the law, whether you be young 
or old, man or woman, a fellow-villager who dis
agrees with sacrifices to the gods, or any native of 
the neighbourhood r Spite and envy could provide 
reason enough for neighbours to start proceedings 
against them, but for all that neither from them nor 
from anywhere else has anyone come forward, nor 

a Patriarch of Antioch A.D. 381-404. His activities are 
either disparaged or ignored by Libanius, but his journey to 
court after the Riots of the Statues to plead on behalf of the 
city was most successful (c/. Chrysostom, Homilies on the 
Statues, esp. Hom. ~1). 

us 



LIBANIUS 

I I ,~ \ S. J\\' l~\ "t. ~ ~ \ ,
EKEtVWV Ot/OEtS 'IKEV, UJV\ Ot/OE 1J<:,Et OEOtWS Emop-

I " \ \ \ \1 1 l' f 1 ~ 
KtaV, tVa /L1J 7T1\1Jyas I\EyW. 'TtS OW 1J ma'Tts T'f}S 

I I \\ \ \ I If" "i:'" >Ill 
a''Ttas 1J TO I\EyEW TOVTOVS' WS' a7TEp OVK E~1JV EVV

J\\'" I " "Q \"aav; 	 UJV\ OVK apKEaEt TOVTO T'I! tJaatl\Et. 
fIIll 1'" I IOI17. VK Evvaav ouv; EP1JaETa£ 'TtS'. 7Tavv yE, 

R ·· 175 J \ \' , \ II , \, I \, I " I Q ~ 
11. 	 UJV\ E7Tt vown Ka, aptaT'I! Kat EVWXt<f TWV tJOWV 

'\\ ~ J.. I Q ,,~\,~ \ \ 't' 
aMaxov a<yaTTO/LEVWV, /",W/LOV OE OVOEVOS TO at/La 
~ 	 1 ,~\ I ,~ \ 1 ,~\,

OEXO/LEVOV OVOE /LEpOVS OVo€VOS KaO/LEVOV OVoE OV
\ "t I ,~\ ~", \ IJ 1 ,
I\WV 1JYOV/L€VWV OVOE a7TOV01JS' aKOI\OVrJOVCJrjS'. Et 
~1\D , " J.. ~ \ I I 
DE 'TtVES O'VI'El\vOV'TES EtS 'Tt <yatopov XwpWV /Loaxov 
" 'f)"" J.. IJ 1 ,\ ',J"'!' \
1J 7Tpo/",aTOV 1J 	 a/L<yw vvO'aV'TES Ta /LEV E't' 'IO'aV'TES Ta 
~\, 1 \ D' "....... IIJ..

DE 07TT'f}O'aVTES KaTaKI\WEVTES Em T'f}S Y1JS E'fayov, 

, '!'~, >I '" If) .... I
OVK 0(,0 E£ 'Ttvas OVTOt 7TapEtJawov TWV vO/Lwv. 

,~\ \ 1\ .... l' Q .\... ,18 • OVO€ yap KEKWI\VKUS TaVTa, W /",aO'tI\!V, VO/L'I!, 
-' \ \' CI " ~", ...,,\ \ , 'J.. ... 
UJV\ €V Et7TWV 	oEW /L1J 7TOtEW TaMa 7TaV'Ta a<y1JKas. 
flI', " e I I
waT € t Kat /LETa 7TaVTWV V/LtU/LaTWV O'VVE7TtVOV, 

, . 	 IQ ' ,~ 1 " , " 
ov 7Tap€/",atvov VO/LOV OVOE yE Et 7TaV'TES EV TatS 
J.. \ I 1'~ I \ , .1 \ II 1 I \ ,
'ftl\orfjata£s !lOOV TE Kat EKat\OVV vEOVS, Et /L1J Kat 

\ II ~I I I f I J.. I 
T1JV O'KOt otatTaV y'YVO/LEV1JV EKaO'T'I! O'VKo<yaVT'f}- F 97 

R ii. 176 O'fts. 	 19. ~vlleos 7ToMo~s aypbTas' ds ITO~S yvw-
I "A t A {jl

pt/LWT€POVS aVVtoV'Tas €V TatS EopTatS vvaaV'Tas 
t I II "ll' t 1 't.... .., 1A

EtTa EVWXEtO'vat. TOVV 1JVtKa E<:,1JV 7TOtE/,V, E7TOWVV. 
\ .... .\ \ ... III t \"\ \" 't.

/LETa TaVTa 7T1\1JV TOV vVEW 1J 7TEp£ TUlV\a E/LEtVEV E<:,
, \ I I ..., fJ I fIt 

oVO'ta. KaI\OVU1JS TOtVVV T1J5' ELW Vtas 1J/Lfpas V7T
I \ 't' "~ 'I " \ \

1JKOVOV Kat OtS aKWoVVOV E'Tt/LWV avT'f}v Tf Kat TO 
fI~ fI ~ \ \ eI JIt. ",l~ \ l'
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" , >I " , " >I " I II l~' ,\ II
OVT 1JKOVO'fV OVT E7TEta€V OVT E7Tftav1J. ovo av Et

1 ~)I F., conj. Re.: ~v Re. text (lIi88.). 

2 dyp6Tai: F. {BM, C marg.}: dypo~s Re. (other MSS.). 

a This 	was a practice still allowed by law; c/. C. Th. 
16. 10. 17 (of A.D. 399) where the occasions for such festivities 
are vota publica. 
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will he~ if he has any qualms about perjury-not to 
mention the flogging for it. So what basis is there for 
the charge, save the mere assertion that, they have 
performed an illegal sacrifice? But this will not do 
for the emperor. 

17. "They did not sacrifice, then? " will be the 
comment. Of course they did, but for a banquet, a 
dinner, a feast, and the oxen were slaughtered else
where a: no altar received the blood offering, no 
single part of the victim was burned, no offering of 
meal began the ceremony, nor did libations follow it. 
If people assemble in some beauty spot, slaughter a 
calf or a sheep, or both, and boil or roast it, and then 
lie down on the ground and eat it, I do not see that 
they have broken the laws at all. 18. You, Sire, 
have put no legal ban on these acts. By banning 
the performance of one specific action you auto
matically permit everything else. So even if they 
were in the habit of drinking together amid the 
scent of every kind' of incense, they broke no law, 
nor yet if in their toasts they sang hymns and in
voked the gods, unless indeed you intend to use a 
man's private life as grounds for accusation. 19. It 
used to be the custom for country folk to assemble 
in large numbers at the homes of the village notables 
at holiday time, to make a sacrifice and then hold a 
feast. This they did while ever it was permitted to 
do so, and thereafter all the rest, with the exception 
of sacrifice, remained permissible. So, summoned on 
the usual day, they dutifully honoured it and the 
shrin.e in a manner that involved no risk. That they 
also thought fit to offer sacrifice no single person 
has ever said or heard, alleged convincingly or be
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1 Q (J")/ \ \ ,Q ' II
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TaVTa OV avaTor;; TaVTa OVK EO'TLV o,1TOKT€LVaL, 

Ka~ 1TLKpOTEpc.p2 )IE (JavaTc.p, Ota. TOU ALIJ.,OU; TOU 
,).. 8 \ ' '''' \ " A; " 1TPE't'EO' aL yap aVTOLS a7iOI\WI\OTOS TOUT EI\EL1T€TO 

<;:: I 1" 'I "\' , ,~ \ ,
01J1TOV. ELT EKELVOVS fJ-EV a1TOI\I\VV'TES OVOEV aLTta

" \ , , ~'" Q Q ' €V'Tas a1TWI\I\VT€, TOVTOVS 0 av 1Tapa{JE{J1JKOTas(J 

, 
, 

< ")8 " "~ , ).. '" ,VOfJ-OV OV ; OVTW TO TO, otKaO'1"r]pLa 'fV)lEW TOV
"" Ov' "(JI "\ .,

TOV fL7J T€ KEvaL TOVS av PW1TOVS EI\E)lXOV EXEt. 

1 EXfI£: A ends (gap of one folium); resumes § 28, 01 ao•• 
Similarly Re. 2 1I'tl(po,dpC{J lIISS.: 1I'tl(pOTaTC{J F. 

3 ov inserted F., conj. Monnier: om. 1I18S. 

a On theiurisdiction of episcopal courts cf. C. Th. 1. 27. 1 
• t S· • ( <)<j3' ~ T ""n .." " (A.D. 318),ons. trm. I A.D. JJC ), Jones, l.JIf.,.I!) 'l<l:Il 1. 

b Libanius consistently criticizes those Christian governors 
who, despite the brutality of their physical punishments, yet 
profess to avoid the imposition of the death penalty (ef. Or. 
4. 38, 45. 27 if.). as either exceeding the bounds of their 
duty or failing to perform it. 
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lieved. Nor yet could any of their enemies assert 
that he either had personally witnessed a sacrifice 
or could produce an informant about one. But 
if he had these proofs, or even one of them, who 
would have put up with arrests, a hue and cry, and 
charges made by these people, not in Flavianus' 
court but in a real court of law? a For they might 
expect more success in doing away with sacrifices if 
they did away~th some individuals who had per
formed them. 20. But it is not their way, they will 
say, to hand a man over to execution, even though 
he be guilty of the most heinous crime. PI I forebear 
to mention the numbers they have murdered in their 
riotings in utter disregard of the name they share, e 

in case such incidents be described as due to over
hasty action: but your expulsion of people who by 
their personal care provided relief for poverty among 
old men and women and fatherless children,G the ma
jority of them suffering from severe physica1 handi
caps-is not this murder? Isn't it execution? Isn't 
this sentencing them to death, and to a death worse 
than ever, by starvation? For when their means of 
support have gone, this is surely the fate in store for 
them. Then in massacring their protectors, you have 
been massacring these innocents, but you wouldn't 
dream of doing so if they had broken the law! This 
by-passing of the courts of law is proof that their vic
tims did not offer sacrifice. This killing without trial 

;; As had happened in A.D. 361 (the lynching of George of 
Cappadocia) and was to occur in A.D. 391 at the overthrow of 
the Serapeum, cf. Sozom. H.E. vii. 14. Julian had described 
the Christians in their religious quarrels as being worse than 
wild beasts. 

d On social welfare in the pagan church cf. Or. ~. 30 n. 
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22. 	TEKfL~PtOV 01, ~11 ayaAfLa €v BEpolq, Tfj 1T6AEt
\ '" 'A \ \' 'f~ '"' T7\' ~ \xaI\KOUV, O'KI\"}1TtOS o· EWEt TOV l\.I\EtVtDV 1TatooS''" \ '" \ f' I ,1.1 , A
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,... ~'''' , "'" tI ff 'f f ".
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\ A ~I' 0 I .IH'''' , \
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" I \ m ~, A ,'\ I, ~ ,
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~\ " r ~\ " 	 ~\,oW, 1TOtDV a fLO.; ota 1TOtaV fLaxa£pav; OLa 1TOtaV 
>It. '" I (j I 23" 1" '"'(jEj:,W TWV vOfLwV EpaTrEtaV; • WO'1T€P ovv EVTav ate' '<:.' I 'A" ft ''I.IKa£TOt vO'tav ouoEfLtav Et1TE£V EXOV7'€S ofLwS TrOl\l\a 

I \ 'A\ a 1<:.' ~,\~, I 'A' IfL€P"} TOV I\KLJ-ILao"}v, fLaAAOV OE TOV O'KI\"}1TtOV 
)/ ) ,.. \ 1\ A " 

ETEfLVOV a1TOKOO'fLOVVTES T"}V 1TOl\tV TOIS 1TEpL TO 
II 	 .. \ " \ 'Y • A I \ \ \
aYal\fLa, OV'TW XfYlJ VOfLt'.;,€tv aUTO£S' Kat TO. 1TEpL TOUS' 

aypovS' €GX"}K€Vat. Ti8VKE fLtv l€p€tov OVO€ts, €1I 

1 ~K'T€£VaV F.: ~Kpwav l\ISS. 

2 J!<e{VOtS F. (M marg.): EK€'iva 11188. 
3 7TapOLvlq. F. (IMV): 7Tapavo[q. other MSS. 

, 'To. <P€L8{ov XE'iPf!; conj. J\·1onnier: 'To.> <PELalou XfLpa> 7TOA
AaL F. (MSS.): 7TO.UOt prop. F. 
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is a confession that there are no good grounds to try 
them. 

21. And if,they prate to me of the teachings of the 
scriptures that they profess to obey, I will counter 
them with the despicable acts they have committed. 
If this were not so, they would not be living on the 
fat of the land. As it is, we know how they spend 
their days-and their nights. How improbable it is 
for those who have no qualms about that to be so 
punctilious about this! In estate after estate shrine 
after shrine has been wiped out by their insolence, 
violence, greed and deliberate lack of self-control. 
22. For instance, in the city of Beroea there was a 
bronze statue of Asclepius, iIi the likeness of the 
handsome son of Cleinias. In it art matched nature; 
such was its perfection that even those who could 
see it every day still wanted to look at it. No one 
was such a scoundrel as to dare say that sacrifice was 
performed to it. Yet this statue, Sire, so carefully made 
no doubt with much toil and brilliant genius, has been 
broken up and exists no more. The mob's handiwork 
has been to tear apart the masterwork of Pheidias. a 

For what offering of blood? For what use of the sa
cIificial knife? For what illegal act of worship? 23. 
At Beroea, though they could not allege any sacrifice, 
they yet smashed to smithereens the likeness of 
Alcibiades, or rather of Asclepius, and desecrated 
the city by the outrage committed against the sta
tue: similarly, we must believe their outrages in 
the countryside to fall into the same pattern. No 
one has sacrificed any victim, yet the temples, great 

a r\_ "''I'I.nh ft ...... ;~ ...;" n.f..f. ... ;'h'l1.f.~.n.T\O n.f P J;! ; l,tCJl 'T'h.o. 0,,"_
VAA 0"'.\,,11 0.1 "'''0''".1,-, UL>L>11UU,,".I.VJ..lO VJ' ......... ..L:I. ~ • .I.VV.L.t .&..1..1.'-' u,,,,

tribution ofthis statue to Pheidias is highly unlikely, the lan
guage being that of rhetorical exaggeration. 
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1 Kap.VIW7€S MSB, l Ka/LCrvTE<; F. . \ 
2 '1"po,J(l]Acp inserted F. (cf. schol. V: o,V'1"O '1"0

\ 

• I 1\ )
KEtVOV '1"paX"/Acp : om. i\ISS. 

a E1Tl, F. (U, P corr.): om. other IIfSS. 

122 



ORATION XXX, 23-26 


and sman alike, in which the weary used to find 
repose, have all been demolished, and those who 
have suffered this loss are like ship-wrecked mariners, 
swept from the ships in which they sailed. 

24. Which party, then, deserves to be punished? 
Those who have kept the law or those who have 
replaced it by their own inclinations? If it be a 
crime, Sire, to disobey your edicts, and if those who 
have refrained from sacrifice have obviously obeyed 
them, and if these despoilers of things which you 
have decreed shall remain in their owners' possession 
have disobeyed them, then the exactors of punish
ment, by the very fact of exacting it, deserve to suffer 
it. Their punishment has been misdirected, for they 
have allowed the persons they accused to live, and 
have demolished objects which, being inanimate, lay 
beyond the reach of accusation. 

25. Moreover, if'this really and truly was a crime, 
it was their job to show that the accused deserved 
to be punished, but it was the magistrates' job to 
impose the penalty. And a magistrate a was not far 
to seek, for all the provinces are under such. This 
is how the kinsfolk of any murdered man get the 
murderers punished-by their presentation of the 
case and by the sentence of the magistrates. No
body draws his sword against the murderer and puts 
it to his throat, employing force in place of the fOlms 
of law, nor does he do so against. the desecrators of 
tomhs. or t.raitors or anv other criminal offender. 
eith;r'past or future, but the place of swords is take~ 
by impeachments and processes, civil and crimina1. 
26. The magistrate, too, I believe, is satisfied for the 

II 8tKaO'1'~S =iudex =provincial governor. 
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1 U ClO': A resumes: similarly Re. 

(I On the i~efficacy offorced c~nversion' of. Or. 18. 191 if. 
(Vol. I, pp. 857 if.) where Libanius commends Julian's 
refusal to have recourse to it; Athanasius (Ep, ad .~olitaTiam 
vitam agentes), quoted by Gothofred and Reiske: ou ydp 
glc/>ccltv ~ pJAcCln) o~t aLa UTpanurrwv ~ dA~8c&a Ko.TayyJ>J..cTa. 
dAAd. 11&80'i Ka.t C1Vp,pouAlq,. 
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. penalty to be exacted by agents defined by law. 
But these people here were the only ones ever to 
judge the cases of those whom they accuse and, 
having p·assed judgement, themselves to play the 
hangman's part. And with what object? For the 
worshippers of the gods thenceforth to be barred 
from their own rites and be converted to theirs? 
But this is utter nonsense. Everybody knows that, 
as a result of their very sufferings, people have be
come more confirmed than ever in their faith/~ just 
as in physical desire the lover has only to be barred 
from the act and he does it all the more and becomes 
more ardent to,vards the same object of his affections. 
27. If such conversion could be effected simply by 
the destruction of temples, they would have been 
long ago destroyed by your decree, for you would 
long since have been glad to see this conversion. 
But you knew that you could not, and so you never 
laid a finger on these shrines. These people, even 
if they looked forward to some such result, ought to 
have advanced towards it in step with you and 
should have let the emperor share in their ambition. 
It would have been better, surely, to succeed in their 
objective by staying on the right side of the law 
rather than by abusing it. b , 

28. And if they tell you that some other people 
have been converted by such measures and now share 
their religious peliefs, do not overlook the fact that 
they speak of conversi9~s apparent;. not real c Their 

b Libanius here regretfully accepts Theodosius' chris
tianizimr policv. but insists that he. unlike these monks, 
promotes it by'due force of laws~ 

C Theodosius grew increasingly severe upon apostasy 
during the course of his reign, ('j. O. Th. 16.7. 1-5. 
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1 <Kai> ins. F. 
2 After OE, TOl.d d.a8€v€s inserted in 1\188. Re. (edition) 

and F. bracket as gloss. Re. (Animad'V.) had conjectured 
TOUT! o~ 1'6 d.a8(JI€s. 
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converts have not really been changed-they only 
say they have. This does not mean that they have 
exchanged one faith for another-only that this 
crew have been bamboozled. They go to their 
ceremonies, join their crowds, go everywhere where 
these do, but when they adopt an attitude of prayer, 
they either invoke no god at all or else they invoke 
the gods. It is no proper invocation from such a 
place, but it is an invocation for all that. In plays, 
the actor who takes the part of a tyrant is not a 
tyrant, but just the same as he was before putting 
on the mask a: so here, everyone keeps himself un
changed, but he lets them think he has been changed. 
29. Now what advantage have they won when adher
ence to their doctrine is a matter of words and the 
reality is absent? Persuasion is required in such 
matters, not constraint. If persuasion fails and con
straint is employed, nothing has been accomplished, 
though you think it has. It is said that in their very 
own rules it does not appear, but that persuasion 
meets with approval and compulsion is deplored. 
Then why these frantic attacks on the temples, if 
you cannot persuade and must needs resort to force ? 
In this way you would obviously be breaking your 
own rules. 

30. But, they assert, the very absence of temples 
is a blessing to the world and the people in it. Well, 
here, Sire, I must speak fully and frankly, though I 
fear that I shall upset some in higher station than 
myself. However, let my argument proceed, ac
cording to the demands of truth alone. 

11 Cf. Or. 64. 74. 

3 P,cf{€CJOat F., conj. Monnier (PBU): -EofJ€ Re. (other 
MSS.). I 8€L inserted F .• conj. Re. 
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a'TtjLaaaL UOKOVVTES KaL aKoVTES TE'TLp.1]Ka.aL. 'Ttl'ES 

'I' t' tp I ... () I , \ I
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R ii. 181 a¢EA€a()aL. KatToL I el p.Jv p.dTaLOV a'!Tav 'TOV'TO 

1 After '('1jJ F. inserted 8EIjJ, following gloss (BEep 3'1]"') in 
V. 	 2 '('ptaKoa(a> (i.e. '(") inserted F .• before '('WI'. 

3 (8'> av F. 

G A sourly classical reference to Homer, Od. 3. 434. 
Libanius' criticism of the monks is the more bitter, in that 
ignorant and untaught, they aspire to be interpreters of 
divine philosophy, the most select and exclusive of the higher 
professions of paganism. 

b The arguments of Symmachus also, Rel. 3. 
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31. These people who have cast aside tongs, 
hammers and anvils a and now claim to discourse 
upon heaven and its occupants-let any of them tell 
me which it was the Romans followed, when from 
such small and humble beginnings they attained 
supreme power.b Was it the god of these people? 
or was it the gods with temples and altars, from 
whom they heard, by means of seers, what they 
should or should not do? Did Agamemnon's far
flung sacrifices on his expedition to Troy ensure his 
return in disgrace or in triumph, once Athena had 
devised the means to the end? C Heracles before 
him sacked this same city, and do we not know that 
he gained the support of the gods by sacrifice? Ii 32. 
Moreover, the glory II of Marathon is due not so much 
to the 10,000 Athenians as to Herac1es and Pan, and 
the crowning mercy of Salamis not to the Greek fleet 
so much as to the helpers from Eleusisl who came to 
the battle to the accompaniment of their own sacred 
hymn. You could cite wars without number that 
have been directed by the favour of the gods,-yes, 
by Zeus, and times of peace and quiet, too. 

33. And the most crucial point of all-those who 
appear to have been our chief opponents in this 
particular have honoured the gods even against their 
will. And who might these be? Why, those who 
have not dared rob Rome of its sacrifices.g Yet, if 

C Of. Homer, Od. 1. 327, 3. 144. d Of. Pausan. 5. 14. 2. 
, Of. Herod. 6. 105, Polemo j Decl. 1. 35, 2. 41. Lib. Or. 

"'" rtf'!10.00. 

I For " divine Salamis" cf. the oracle quoted by Herod. 
8. 65; cf. Or. 15. 40; for the supernatural aid from Eleusis 
cf. the mystic procesSion, Plut. Them. 15, Herod. ibid. 

g Sacrifices in Rome were not banned until Feb. A.D. 391 
(0. Th. J6. 10. 10), an indication of the terminus ante quem. 
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\ \' {j I I \ \ J , \ l{j
TO 7TEpt Tas vVOtas, 'Tt p'1J TO p,aTaLOV €KWI\VV1J; 

, ,,\ \ t:/\ t:/' ~ ., !' \ \ , 
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, ~" "" A" \ ...... 11\ \ ,,.
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" , '" 'I:; ",,, 'r' J.. ,.. I \ \
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KaUTa.,.. a.<24 ' yap\ EV• TOtS~ , •Kat OTpaT€Vp,aOtV OUK 
H \ \ , t I )."/~' ..... I , 

'OOV p'EV TO 7Tap EKaOTOV, 'f'EpE' DE 'Tt rrJ fLaXTl TO 
, t f l' ~I , A " ,

7Tap EKaOTOV. OLaV 01J 'Tt KaV TaLS EtpWtaLS' OUK 
" I <I tt:/' \,..,,1 It
taO, p'EV a7TaVTES Ot fJpaXLOVES, OVVTEI\E, DE 'Tt Kat ° 

"" J '\ I (' "" I
TOU 7TPWTOV I\E'7TOp,E'VOS. 0 p'EV ns T'P OK1J7TTP'P 

Tep T~S tPWp,1JS ovvaywvt,E'Tat, 0 Del TaVTTJ OW'E£ 
1\ ~, ", 'I' 1 ,f 'r'

7TOI\'V V7T1JKOOV, 0 DE 'TtS aypov aVEXE£ 7TapEXWV €V 
I JI I t\ ..... <rtt\ 

7TpaTTEW. EaTW TQWVV tEpa 7TaVTaxov 1J 0fLOI\O

YOVVTWV OVTO' DVOp,EVWS vp,fis 7TPOS T1jv tpwfL1JV 
., '" .,.. ~ 'J..' l' r ' 2
(iXEtV oOVTas aVrrJ 7TO£€W a'f' WV ,;;1Jp,twOE'Tat. 

35. 00 TOtvvV Tfj tpWfLTJ p,6vov €cpvl\dx81J TO 8v

R ii. 182 ELV, al\l\a. Ka~ rfj TOU 'l:.apdmDos ITn 7Tol\I\fi TE Ka~ 
'\ \ \ ,..{j ,,..,,, l' 

p,Eyal\TJ Kat 7T1\1JUOS KEKT1Jp,EVTJ VEWV, o£ WV KO£
, t I , l) I ..... \ A A' ,

V1JV a7TaVTWV avupW7TWV 7TOt€L T1JV T1JS £YV7TTOV 
J..' , \ '" \ " ,.. N 1\ I N A\ " I'f'opav. aVT1J DE EPYOV TOV EtI\OV, TOV EtI\OV DE 
t ~3 I' t:/' , I I " /{j 4 1" ;Eong, avafJaWEW Em Tas apovpas 7T€LUOUOa, WV OV F 106: 

'" \,. 'T ''''''' ,I :7TOtOVp,EVWV OTE' TE XP1J Ka£ 7Tap wv, oVO av aUTOS" ':
'8 \ I " "A ." , t \ A .

E EI\1JOE£EV. a p,o£ OOKOVO£V ELOOTE'S O£ Kat TaVTa" t" , '\ , ".\ ~ '\ \' 'J.. ~ \ 
av 1JOEWS aVE'I\OVTES OUK aVE'I\E',v 0./\/\ a'f'E'tva£ TOV 

1 U (ns-> F. 2 '1JfW.baflTat F., Re.: -ETE 1I1S8. 
3 f ~ R (A)' . ,. A... '" \wnq. e. : EaTta other :\[58. \eanv a OtOCLf'EV v marg.); 

£cmap.aTcl eanv F.: tepa. JaT! Trt. Cobet. 
4 l1Et/Jovaa Re.: 1TEt/JOVTU F. (1)199.). 

~---------------------
a Alexandria, where sacrifices were banned in June A.D. 

391 (ibid. 10. 11). This was soon afterwards followed by the 
sack of the Serapeum by Theophilus and his monks. 
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all this business of sacrifice is nonsense, then why 
has not the nonsense been stopped? If it is harm
ful, then isn't this aU the more reason? But if the 
stability of empire depends on the sacrifices per
formed there, we must consider that sacrifice is 
everywhere to our advantage; the gods in Rome 
grant greater blessings, those in the countryside and 
the other cities, lesser ones, but any sensible man 
would welcome even such as these. 34. In an army, 
a man's individual contribution may not be com
parable with another's, but it all counts towards 
winning the battle. Similarly, among ships' rowers, 
also: their arms do not all pull alike, but even the 
less capable does his bit. So with the gods: one 
supports the might of Rome, another protects for 
her a city under her sway, another protects an estate 
and grants it prosperity. Let temples everywhere 
remain in being, then, or else let these people agree 
that you emperors are ill-disposed to Rome since 
you allow her to act in a manner that "'ill cause her 
harm. 

35. And it is not only in Rome that sacrifice has 
been maintained. They are also performed in the 
great and mighty city of Serapis,a with its fleet of 
ships whereby it makes the produce of Egypt common 
to aU mankind. Egypt is the work of the Nile, and 
offers feasts to the Nile inducing him to flood the 
fields, and if these are. not performed in due season 
and by due persons, he too would refuse. b I feel 
that, in awareness of this, the eager supporters of 
abolition have refrained from abolishment of them, 

b Constantine had already withdrawn the" Nile cubit," 
the ceremoniaillnit of measurement for the Nile flood. from 
its traditional place in the Serapeum. . 
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t \ I ~ I~ ~ , ,\, \ t \ 
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, \~, \ 8 \ , , , -'- \ \ , If~ 
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a Constantine's self-inflicted punishment was the murder 
of his son Crispus for an alleged amour with his wife Fausta ; 
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but have allowed the river to be feasted in the time
honoured ritual for the customary reward. 36. What, 
then? Since there is not a river on every estate 
bestowing the blessings of the Nile upon the land, 
must the temples in them cease to exist and be mis
used in whatever way these fine fellows may decide? 
I would like to put this question to them. Will they 
dare come forward and propose the abolition of the 
Nile feast, and with it the banning of the land from 
partaking of it, and from the sowing and reaping and 
production of corn and all its products and their 
transportation to all the world as now? If they 
would not utter a word under these conditions, then 
by their silence they refute what they do say, for 
by denying that the Nile should be deprived of his 
honours, they agree that the honouring of the temples 
is to the benefit of mankind. 

37. And when they mention their desecrator, 
leaving aside the fact that he did not proceed against 

. the sacrifices,-who paid more dearly for his policy 
concerning temple property, by punishment whether 
self-:-inflicted or suffered even after death,a when the 
members of his family attacked each other and not a 
single one was left? For him it would have been far 
better to have descendants of his own upon the 
throne than for the city that bears his name to 
sprout a crop of buildings, when simply because of 
it he has all men, save those who wallow there in 
base extravagance, calling down curses upon him 

after his death, the family suffered from family feuds-his 
half-brothers were murdered in the bloodbath of A.D. 837, 
Constantine II by Constans in A.D. 840, Constans himself by 
the usurper Magnentius in A.D. 350, and Constantius died 
without male issue in A.D. 361. 
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.• ) \ I , I -), ...... if .... I

R n. 187 0.170 	 TOV7'WV €V fLEO'<.p 7'WV 0.170 7'WV L€PWV KLOVWV 
.I.. ' <;" t/. l' A ,,.
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1 ~o~oup.evos lap F., conj. Re.: ~o~oufJ.evo!>. J.p' MSS. 

2 £xov F., conj. Re.: EXfJJJ!l\fSS. 

a Pagans tended to criticize Constantinople for its luxury 
and parasitical role in the empire, cf. Or. L 279, Zos. 2. 30. 
Libanius was always criticai of the vulgarity of the high life 
in the Christian court, e.g. 0". L 75 f. 

b Cf. 0,', 17.7. The furore caused by Julian's decree to 
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for the prosperity with which they endow it by 
beggaring themselves.a 

38. And if, after him, they tell of his son and his 
destruction of temples, when the demolition was as 
laborious as their erection,-such were the difficulties 
of tearing apart stones that had been bound together 
by strongest of ties,-when they prate of this, I add 
a rider of more importance, that he presented his 
courtiers with gifts of temples, as though it were a 
present of a horse, a slave, a dog or a golden goblet,b 
but these gifts were fatal both to the givers and to 
the takers. He spent all his life in fear and trembling 
of the Persians: just as children are scared of the 
bogey-man, he was scared of every spring-time and 
the invasion it brought. C They either died in misery 
without issue and without testament, or else they 
would have done better to have had no children at 
all. 39. In such infamy, in such mutual strife do 
their children pass their lives wandering amidst the 
columns of temples, the reason for their plight, I am 
sure. Such is the source of the prosperity be
queathed by those money-grubbers to their children. 
And now the people whom their illnesses, that re
quire the hand of Asclepius,d attract to Cilicia are 

restore temples and temple property reveals the extent to 
which this process had gone: v. Liebeschuetz, p. 152. 

A condensed adaptation of Or. 18.206 ff. For Mopp.ov€S' 
rf. Xen. Hell. 4. 4. 12, Lib. Or. 33. 42. 

d The temple of Asclepius at Aegae, a noted pilgrim 
:;;hrine, with miraculous cures produced by incubation, 
Philostr. V. Apol. 1. 1. 6 ff. Christian writers (e.g. Euseb. 
V. Oonst. 3. 56, Sozom. 2. 5) attribute its demolition to 
Constantine. Under Julian it was restored to its former 
status (Ep. 695), and Libanius had recourse to it during 
his illness of A.D. 367 (Or. 1. 143). 
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II Resumes arguments already presented in Or. 24. For 
allegations of treachery made against the Christians and the 
murder of Julian cf. Or. 18.268 ff., 24.6 ff. (Vol. I, p. 494 n.). 

b OJ. Philostr. Her. 19. II. 
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sent empty away because of the outrages the place 
has suffered. They cannot help returning with curses 
for the author of it. 

40. An emperor's conduct in life should be such 
that even after death he lives on in the praise that 
he has won. Such a one, we well know, was his suc
cessor on the throne, who would have broken the 
power of Persia had not treason prevented his 
design! yet gJ.'eat he is, even in death.a For he 
died by treachery, as did Achilles, but, like him, his 
praises are sung inconsequence of the deeds he did 
before he died./) 41. And this is his reward from the 
gods, to whom he restored temples, honours, pre
cincts, altars and offerings of blood. C From them 
he heard that he was destined to die after humbling 
the pride: of Persia,ti and he paid for his glory with 
his life, after taking many a town, ravaging many a 
land and teaching the pursuer to turn tail, just as 
he was going to receive, as everybody knows, an 
embassy that brought the enemy's complete sur
render. So he welcomed his wound, gazed upon it 
and was glad, and, tearless himself, he reproved his 
tearful friends that they did not believe his wound 
better than a ripe old age.s And all the many 
embassies since his time are due to him, and the 
Achaemenids'l preference for negotiation rather 
than war is due to the fear that he inspired in their 
souls. Such then was he that restored the temples 

~ 	 By his edict of toleration in A.D. 361, E.L.F. No. 42 
(with refs.); 	of. Or. 18. 121 ff. 

d Of. the oracle cited in Suidas, s.'V. " Julianus." 
, For accounts of the death of Julian cf. Or. 18. 272 f., 

24. 7. Amm. Marc. 25. 3. 15 ff, 
f For this classicizing reference to the Persian royal house 

of. Or. 17.32 (Vol. I, p. 270 n.). 
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1 El KaL F., conj. Monnier: l1TEi Re. (MSS.). 
2 KEAEVI]Et€ F., Re. (Par. gr. 853): KEA€VEtS other ~iSS. 

a As pagans had claimed, and had been conceded by Con
stantius and Theodosius himself (C. Th. 16. 10. 3, 8 of A.D. 
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to the gods, the author of deeds unforgettable, him
self unforgettable. 

42. As for his predecessor, once he had made up 
his mind to spurn the gods, even though he would 
have done better to spare the temples and property 
of the enemy, I would have expected him to demolish, 
overthrow and burn the temples of the enemy, but 
to be a proper champion of our own shrines that have 
been erected with so much toil and time, labour and 
expense. If we must protect our cities everywhere, 
if our cities owe their fame to the temples in par
ticular, and if these temples are, after the glories of 
the palace, their chief pride, we must surely give 
them some consideration and be zealous for their 
maintenance as part of the fabric of the cities. They 
are at least buildings, even though not used as 
temples/£ Taxation, presumably, requires offices of 
collection II: so let the temple stand and be the 
collecting office, and keep it from demolition. Do 
not let us think it a crime to cut off a man's hand 
and a credit to gouge out the eyes of cities. Let 
us not lament the destruction caused by earthquakes 
while we ourselves create the havoc of earthquakes 
when none occur to cause damage. 43. Temples, like 
other things, are imperial property. Look! when 
anyone causes what is his own to founder, is he be~ 
having properly? Any man who hurls his purse 
into the sea is out of his mind: if the pilot cuts 
the cable on which the safety of his ship depends, 
or bids the sailor jettison his oar, he would be 

346 and 380). This was to be reiterated by a. 'Ph. 16. 10. 
19 of A.D. 408. 

b ,For the collection of produce in kind, under the &:lTObf-
ICTal,. 
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1 r~" 'lTo'\,,, JlISS., edd. Here bracketed as gloss. 
2 K'KpumUL V: K€KpUmO Re., F. (other MSS.). 

Q e.g. Theodoret (H.E. 5. 21) recounts the destruction of 
the temple at Apamea by the bishop Marcellus. He was 
"the first of all to use the law [i.e. O. 1'h. 16. 10. 9] as a 
weapon," by calling in the Oomes 01'ientis and troops to 
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thought a lunatic. If a magistrate diminishes a city 
by however little, is he its great benefactor? What 
need to destroy what can be applied to another use? 
It is surely disgraceful for an army (l to wage war 
upon stones of its own, and for the general in charge 
to direct it against towering structures, erected long 
ago with great zeal, whose completion was the oc
casion for a festival for monarchs of yester-year. 

44. And let none believe that this is an accusation 
against you~ Sire. On our frontier with Persia there 
lies in ruins a temple that, to judge from the report 
of all that have seen it, was without peer, so massive 
was it, built with mighty stones, covering as much 
ground as the city itself. a At any rate, in the alarms 
of war it sufficed the inhabitants that if the enemy 
captured the city, they would get nothing more, 
since they would be unable to capture the temple 
because the strength of its wall defied all the engines 
of war. Moreover, if they mounted to its roof, they 
could observe a vast area of enemy country, which 
is a considerable advantage to people at war. I have 
even heard it argued which temple held the greater 
marvel, this that is now no more or that of Serapis, 
which I pray may never suffer the same fate. c 45. 
But this magnificent temple, leaving aside the con
cealed splendours of its ceiling and all the statues 
wrought in iron that were hidden in its shadow far 
from the sunlight,-it is vanished· and gone, to the 
destroy it. In A.D. 891 Theophilus is to do the same and 
can up troops for the destruction of the Serapeum. 

o Edessa. as suggested by Gothofredus; c/. Or. 20. 27 f. 
In C. Th. 16. 10.8 (A.D. 3S2) Theodosius had refused to have 
the temple closed. 

C Terminus ante quem for this speech. For the Serapeum 
cf. Amm. Marc. 22. 16. Hl if.\ and Eunap. V.S. 47~. 
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1 p,fi{'WlI F., conj. Re.: p,,,t,ov lIISS. 


2 ~7Tcf:r1i(J' (J" F., conj. Re., Cobet: ~7T&7'fJ(Jfili ;uss., except 

I, which omits. 

3 7Taiowv 7'WII inserted F. (of. Plat. Reap. 866 n). 
4 a.1l'fitAOUVTWV M corrected (Schol. M (marg.): elXEv 

a1I'AOl)VTwV, otp,a£ 8€ ~ a7TOAOVV7'WV ~ d1l'ft-AOVV7'WII fJIAE£), F., Re. : 
u1l'Aovv7'wV other ?rISS. 
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grief of those who had seen it and the comfort of 
those who had not, for in such cases seeing and hear
ing do not have the same effect. In fact, these who 

. had not seen it experience the twin emotions, of grief 
at its fall and of comfort at not having witnessed it. 
46. However, on a careful consideration of the matter, 
this is none of your doing, but of the person that 
misled you, a scoundrel hated of the gods, cowardly 
and avaricious, and a plague to the earth that wel
comed him at his birth. He profited by fortune's 
folly and abused his fortune foully, a slave to his 
wife's whims, obliging her in all and regarding her 
as his all.a And she must in all things needs obey 
the givers of orders such as this, whose profession of 
virtue b is to live in mourning garb, and an even 
greater than this, to live in clothing made by weavers 
of sack cloth. 47. Such is the cabal that has deceived 
and hoodwinked you, led you on and bamboozled 
you, but from the sons of gods c we know that many 
even of the gods have been deceived. Alleging 
against them the. sacrifice of victims, so close that 
the smoke of it wafts to their nostrils, and the bandy
ing of threats, provocations great and small, boast
ings and a confidence in their everlasting invinci
bility,-with such fictions, such devices and such 
contrived accounts calculated to arouse his wrath, 
they have induced the gentlest of emperors to 
behave unlike his true self, for his character is one 

4 Petit. "Sur la date du Pro Templis, l! Byzantion, xxi, 
pp. 295 if., convincingly shows that this official must be 
Cynegiu8, ppO A.D. 384-388. His wife was Achantia 
(llf.ll.G. (A.A.) 9. 245). 

b OJ. Or. 2. 82. 
c The poets: c/. Plat. Resp. 366 B. 
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1 ,.,,~ inserted F., conj. Monnier. 

2 1'<1 F.: 1'ct.S' Re. (:r.rss.). I EaU7'OV V. 

3 opav inserted F., following similar suggestion by Re. 

i /Cal bracketed F. 5 acp'(]w F.: ,rtO'lv Re. (MSS.). 

8 a'1ToKplvOV'T<1' F., conj. Re.: a'1TOKpJn.rovTa, Monnier 


(MSS.). i yE: F.: bt VD, inserted in PM: om. Re. (other 
MSS.). 

a Theodosius himself: Gothofredus suggested Valerts, 
but the humane characteristics are highly inapplicable. 

b OJ. Or. 98. 18 i Paroem. Gr. Zenob. 4. 45; Apost. 9. 
144 

http:a1TOIlOjlc.av


ORATION XXX, 47-49 


of genuine humanity, compassion, pity, kindliness 
and moderation, and an eagerness to protect rather 
than to destroy. a But despite the protests of those 
who urged the juster course, that if any such crime 
occurred, it should be punished and its recurrence 
thereby prevented, this fellow, convinced of the need 
to win at all costs, b has won all along the line. 

48. He ought not to have put his private pleasures 
before your interests, nor sought influence with the 
renegades from the farms who claim to commune . 
among the mountains with the creator of the uni
verse C: rather should he have taken care that your 
reign should appear noble and praiseworthy in the 
eyes of all people. As it is, while ever it is a matter 
of money making and emptying your treasuries, you 
have plenty of friends and intimates, and your 
majesty means more to them than their own lives, 
but when it comes to the point and a council is as
sembled where consideration is required, these pious 
sentiments are forgotten and they ride their own 
hobby-horses. 49. And if we approach them and 
ask them to explain what they are up to, they dis
claim any responsiqility: their reply is that they 
have done as the emperor decreed a and that he is 
the one to provide an explanation, and so on. But 
they should provide it, they who can never justify 

30 (Leutsch-Schneidewin, vol. i, p. 97; ii, p. 470). Equi
valent to the Latin " PyrrhiC victory." 

C Of. on § 31 above. The monks set up their cells in the 
mountains around Antioch, cf. Theodoret, H.E. 5. 20, and 
Festugiere, Antioche. Libanius' prejudice is indicated by 
his assertion that they are runaway peasants, and so, by 
implication, Greekless. The bitter tone is heightened by the 
reference to Plat. Tim. 28 c. 

II O. Th. 16. 10. 9 (May A.D. 385). 
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1 oV. F., conj. Re.: om. 1I15S. 

a The temple of Fortune in Antioch is that of Calliope, the 
tutelary deity of the dty, cl. Or. 15. 79. Secular uses of 
temples noted by Libanius are of the 1\1useum, used as a 
school A. D. 354-362 (01', 1. 102), ofthat of Dionysus, used as a 
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their behaviour. Indeed, what justification could 
there be for such misdeeds? In public they dis
claim such responsibility, but in private conclave 
with you they claim that none of their other actions 
has served your house so well. May the powers that 
have placed your person in authority over land and 
sea deliver your house from such service ! You could 
receive no greater gift from them, for these self
styled friends and protectors, by their hurtful 
counsel and by employing your confidence to oc
casion hurt, have had no difficulty in harming you. 

50. But I will cross-examine them, to demonstrate 
their guilt from the account I have just given. "Tell 
me: What is your reason for demolishing this great 
temple? That it was the emperor's decree? All 
right! Then those who destroyed it did nothing 
criminal because they did as the emperor decreed. 
So if anyone has done what the emperor has not 
decreed, he is a criminal, then? Well, you fall pre
cisely into this category, for you have no such ex
cuse to offer for your actions. 51. And tell me ! 
Why is the temple of Fortune here still intact and 
that of Zeus, Athena and Dionysus? a Because you 
wanted them to remain so? No, but because no 
one has given you the authority to move against them. 
But have you received any authority against those 
that you have destroyed? No! Then why should you 
not be punished? How can you describe your action 
as the imposition of a punishment when the victims 
in no single particular have done anything that 
could be described as a crime ? " 
courtroom by the consularis Tisamenus in A.D. 386 (Or. 
45. 26) and of Athena, used as a lawyer's meeting plaCe in 
A.D. 388 (Ep. 847). 
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S eOIJ.lI(a.s F.: 8EowKas Re. (MSS.). 


a i.e. the bishop. 

b A mark of high favour, reserved for a select company of 
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52. You could have issued an edict, Sire: "Let 
none of my subjects revere or honour the gods, or in
voke them for any blessing either for himself or for 
his children, ·save in silence and in secret. Let every
one worship the one that I adore, go share in his 
rites, pray as he did, and bow his head under the 
hand of the director of the people.a And any who 
disobeys must die." 5il. It would have been easy for 
for you to promulgate such an edict, yet you have re
fused to do so, nor have you imposed this yoke upon 
the conscience of men. You regard your religion 
as better than the other, but that is no act of impiety 
nor yet just cause for punishment either. Nor have 
you excluded its adherents from advancement, but 
you have given them office and made them your 
companions at table,b and often too, you have drunk 
their health, and even now, in addition to other in
dividuals, you have linked to yourself, in the belief 
that it to) to the benefit of the crown, a man who 
takes his oath by the gods in the presence of others 
and yourself. c Nor do you take it amiss and con
ceive such oaths to be an offence against yourself, 
nor do you regard one who places his higher hopes 
in the gods as being necessarily evil. 

54. You do not persecute us any more than he 
who harried the Persians by force of arms persecuted 
those of his subjects whose religious beliefs differed 
comites, praepositi. and tribuni scholarum (C. Th. 6. 13. 1), 
together with some honorary officials (e.g. Prohaeresius, Eu
nap. V.S. 492). 

c '7Tap~'€v,as implies tenure of the consulship (as op.6,v, 
described Sallustius as Julian's colleague, Or. 17. 22). 
Foerster identified this pagan with Richomer (cos. A.D. 884), 
Seeck and Van Loy with Tatianus, ppO; Petit with Eutro
pius, cos. A.D, 387, and therefore cos. des. in 886. 
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from his own.a Then why do these people persecute 
us? By what right do they launch their attacks? 
How is it that they extend their furious grasp to the 
estates of others, and wreak destruction, or pillage 
and loot, and add insult to injury by boasting of their 
exploits? 

55. If, Sire, you commend and command such ac
tions, we will put up with them, not without sorrow, 
but we will demonstrate that we have been schooled 
to obedience. But if these people without your per
mission proceed to attack anything that has escaped 
them or has been hastily restored, you may be sure 
that the landowners will defend both themselves and 
the law. 

II Julian, as above, §§ 26, 40 if., Or. 18. 121 if. 
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ON PRISON CONDITIONS 


ORATION 45 


TO THE EMPEROR, 

ON THE PRISONERS 


ORATION 33 


TO THE 

EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 


AGAINST TISAMENUS 






INTRODUCTION 

THE orations On the Prisoners and Against Tisamenus 
are an example of Libanius' practice of composing 
orations as "doublets." They are supplementary 
to each other, both ostensibly destined for the em
peror's consideration and drawing his attention to 
the same situation from two different starting points. 
The problem at issue is that of administrative abuses 
in the management of the prisons, but, despite the 
similarity of content and argument, there is a crucial 
difference of approach.a The De Vinctis is a model 
of Libanius' " reform" speeches: it is marked by 
a genuine and generous humanity, and presents a 
wide-ranging and sensible argumentation upon the 
need for reform in prison conditions. As such, it 
was obviously designed to have some effect in court 
circles, especially in view of Theodosius' repeated 
protestations of humane and liberal administration. 
The oration Against Tisamenus, however, uses the 
same situation to launch a bitter personal tirade 
against the current consularis for his brutality and 
incompetence, not least in his administration of the 

a Thus Paul Petit (IIistoria, v (1956). pp. 479 fr.) describes 
them as a "false doublet," similar to those of Or. 15 and 16, 
~7 and ~8, 48 and 49. They do, however, by presenting the 
emperor as the addressee in both cases, provide a much 
closer parallel with the genuine doublet, Or. 51 and 52. 
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prisons, but the address to the emperor is almost 
immediately vitiated by the caveat (§ 2) of the 
hostility to be anticipated from some high official at 
court. The oration is much more controversial, and 
its circulation likely to be more selective. Publica
tion was intended to be restricted to a small circle 
of friends in Antioch or, at best, transmitted to an 
equally select coterie at court to provide propaganda, 
possibly against the Christian prefect Cynegius, by 
attacking his creature Tisamenus, if Pack's sugges
tion (p. 96) be accepted. In the Autobiography,a 
Tisamenus appears in a context that may certainly 
be dated to A.D. 886, i.e. after the episode of the 
chameleon (cf. Or. 36) and before the riots of the 
statues. The internal evidence of the orations gives 
more precision to this. The legislation limiting the 
amounts to be expended on public festivals (C. Th. 
15. 9. 1 of A.D. 884) is described as passed two years 
previously (Or. 83. 15: 'fI'po'fl'lpvaw),b and from the re-
e f 0 19 (' \ \ • \ ~ >I()C) ,terence 0 r. 00. JL7J1I JLEV yap OlYT'oat Ttp ETEt 7'E

a 0 1 Cl~l J: I \ I • ~ "~ Ir. . ",0 : 'IK& E1TI T01)TOLS apxwv 1}KI(TTa TOV aUTOl! 1Ta1T1TOV 
, ... " \ If' \ , " "'" t 

EV TOIS 1TPOS E/-Uii II.IJ-WU/-,fVOS. ° jkEV yap OUI( E1TaUlJaTO 'njkwv, ola 
, \' I \ I , ,,\ • It) \ '8 '''' I , " aV1Jp E1TWTIl/-'EVOS /\EyEIV, 0 Qf OUK E/"'OlJ/\7J 7J fIE ELOEVaL, EV aLT7J(TEI 

I ", \, '\ 't: \ 8 \ I I I 1
TE XapLTOS QLKaWS TE l(aL ou /-,Eyal\7JS E" EI\E')IX EL, aV07JTOS TE E vaL 
OOKWV. Kai TWV p,~v p,aTalwv ~1Ttp,€AWS, TWV OE avaYKatwv af'EAWS 
'lfPXE70, SIap,'vwv ~/-,edpwv aYEuaros Mywv. OU yap p,ot TOGOE TOU 

I >It: '.I.. I I \ ~'" "I t I ,., \ \ \ I
yEpWS a"wS' E'I'aLVETO. jklil p'EV 7JU€ U1K7J, ETEpa Of 1TpOS Ta T€pp,aTa 
T~S dpX~s, lmapxou 1T'p,1TOVTOS, ~KWV ev ~P7JP,t~ TE Ka8~O'TO I(at ~Ato/
.I.. \ I '" .1. ~ ,\ \ I'I'I\EYOVTL UL'f'WV Tf afL KaL 1TIVWV. 

b More debatable is the identification of O. Th. 15. 5. 2, 
attributed to 20 May ..\.D. 386, ''lith the situation of 01".45,21. 
Gothofredus believed that the speech inspired the law, 
Foerster that it referred to it. Seeck redated the edict to 
A.D. 394 (since it is addressed" Rufino uuO'~: d. Reoesten 
H4 ; 284): Pack (p. 93) evades the issue: hut the coincidence 
is remarkable enough to allow the presumption that the error 
lies not in the date but in the address. 
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TapTO~, TO TplTOV TOU lVtaVTOV IL~PO~), Pack dates the 
speech precisely to December, since ~vta.vT6s is the 
calendar year, EToS' the year of the indiction, begin
ning in Septe'mber. The composition of the De Vinctis 
is therefore almost contemporary with that of the 
Pro Templis, and both orations reveal the attitudes 
characteristic of the current propaganda of paganism 
-respect for law, the necessity of its impartial en
forcement, the claims of the social virtue of philan
thropia, and the need for stability in the social order. 
Such emphasis, by implication, is a protest against 
the remissness of the ruling class of officialdom, with 
its increasingly Christian bias; and the Contra Tisa
menum provides the detailed evidence for such protest. 

Roman legal theory, from the earliest days of the 
Republic, had viewed imprisonment not as a type of 
punishment after conviction but as the exercise of 
the magisterial power of coercitio designed to secure 
the person accused and to make him available for 
trial. As such it was always regarded as a temporary 
expedient, and this view had remained valid, in 
theory at least, throughout the principate.a By the 
fourth century, however, authoritarianism and laxity 
combined had brought about a change in practice 
and in outlook. By A.D. 320 Constantine, even while 
seeking to ameliorate prison conditions, can speak 
of the abuses of commitment as .. poenae carceris " 

II 50 Ulpian, D'ig. 48. 19. 8. 9: "501ent praesides in 
carcere continendos damnare aut ut in vinculis contineantur : 
sed id eos fa cere non oportet. N 13m huiusmodi poenae inter
dictae sunt: career enim ad continendos homines, non ad 
puniendos haberi debet." The abuses of commitment had 
evidently been of long standing. Almost all of those here 
described by Libanius had been anticipated by Lucian 
(Toxaris, g9). 
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(C. Tk. 9. s. 1). In A.D. 326 (ibid. 9. 3. 2) commitment 
itself is more specifically stated to be " poena car
ceris." The growing ambiguity of the terms and 
the laxity of administration produced half a dozen 
imperial enactments between A.D. 320 and 380, all 
designed, in the best humanitarian tradition, to 
remedy the abuse of imprisonment, and all evidently 
failing to achieve this end. The law of A.D. 880 (ibid. 
9. 3. 6) repeats in general terms the provisions of 
Constantine's legislation, and is itself reinforced in 
A.D. 409 (ibid. 9. 3. 7) by an edict of Honorius in which 
the corruption of prison officers is admitted. 

The social problem is presented in the context of 
the fiscal pressures exercised by and upon the go
vernor. Complaints against the brutality of prison 
conditions, for which he is responsible and where he 
acts only too often with irresponsible potentates 
against the lower classes of both town and country, 
are combined with complaints against his excessive 
zeal in the collection of fiscal dues, where he tyran
nizes the decurions who are responsible for this task. 
The increased demands of the central government 
in preparation for the ultimate clash with Maximus .1,1. 

were working their way downwards through the 
system, and the combination of bad government and 
excessive government was becoming intolerable, 
even for the highest stratum of the municipal ad-

I 
i'~ 

ministration. The activities of Tisamenus set the' 
scene for the riots of A.D. 387. :: 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY J 

For Oration 83 (Contra Tisamenum) eight manu- j' 

scripts only survive, consisting of the major cOdices'.·.· 
1~ , 

'-1···1~.-
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CAPIBV with the addition of Neapolitanus II E 17 
eN) and Vaticanus gr. 81 (Va)~ both of which are 
closely allied with B. Valone represents a variant 
manuscript tradition as compared with the rest. The 
form of the title supplied by Foerster is, however, 
derived from none of these, but from the excerptor 
Macarius (fol. go 1fpds {Ju(nMu Ku-ra T£(IUpivov). The 
first edition was that of Morel in vol. II of his edition 
of Libanius' works, based upon Va but lacking the 
final sections from 1TE1fpuypivDV (§ 37). This defici
ency was remedied in the editions of Reiske and 
Foerster. 

Oration 45 (De Vinciis) survives in the same eight 
manuscripts as above, plus Patmius 471 (Pa) of the 
14th century and Drbinas gr. 126 (D) dated A.D. 1316. 
As before, Valone provides a variant tradition, but 
the lacuna in § 24 is common to all. Macarius here 
agrees with them as regards the title. The editio 
princeps was that of Gothofredus (Geneva, 1681 : if. 
Introduction to Or. 50, p. 59 above), with Latin 
version, reprinted in his Opera Iuridica Minora, 
Leiden, 1788, later editors being Reiske and Foerster. 
The speech is translated, with notes, and with de
tailed social commentary by R. A. Pack in Studies in 
Libanius and Antiochene Society under Theodosius, Ann 
Arbor,1985. Further discussion appears in p, Petit, 
Vie municipale, and W. Liebeschuetz, Antioch. 
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, 'I'" \ ... I <:" f Q 'I' 
fL?] s?]V T€ KUt 1T€PLEWUL, KULTOL ylf. ot V7T€P!-'OI\?]V 

~LAav{}pW7Tlus ~8?] nvl KUt rovrwv '~v g8WKUS, 
) \ \ , " I \ \..... ~_ \ ~ I 

U/\/\ EaTW KVPLU TU 7TUpU TWV 1TMULWV VOfLWV. 

a Of. Or. 33. 8. 
b Of. Introduction to the Pro Templis, above, and the 

discussion bv Petit (O'D. cit,). 
o The most sens~tfonal ~xample occurred in winter A.D. 

385/6, when an ex-pupil of Libanius, of Senatorial rank, was 
charged with magic. Libanius' secretary was alleged to 
have been implicated. No death penalty was inflicted, un
usually in such cases: cf. Or. 1. 239 if., Themist. Or. 19.229 d. 
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ORATION 45 


TO THE EMPEROR, 

ON THE PRISONERS 


1. IF care were taken,a Sire, by the holders of govem~ 
mental office to maintain in full the proper procedure 
in dealing with persons held in custody, I would be 
congratulating them and not worrying you. How~ 
ever, although the officials have been at fault in this 
matter, no one informs you of these malpractices by 
them, whether done in ignorance or deliberately 
veiled in silence, and the commission of any impiety 
here necessarily involves the imperial authority in 
the odium incurred. So, because of my admiration 
for your clemency and because I am in receipt of your 
greatest honour, it would be right for me by your 
decree to correct the error. II 

fl. Wen, Sire, as you know, justice involves death 
for those who deserve to die, and life and survival 
for those who do not. Admittedly, in your remark
able generosity you have in the past granted reprieve 
to some miscreants even, C but let the provisions of 
old-established legislation d be regarded as the norm. 

d 7TaAatol is a fairly elastic term .. The last legislation was 
that of O. Th. 9. S. 6 of A.D. 880. Similarlyt O. Th. 12. 1. SO 
(of A.D. 880 and 381) are described as 7Tat.o.tot in A.D. 385 
(Or. 27'. IS). 
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LIBANIUS 

""' ~/" 'e I \ 'I' ,..,TaVTa OE €O'TtV a1TO V1]O'KEtV {J.EV 0/ n TOLOVTO TE
'\ y", '<'" ''<' \ ~ ''<' \

TOI\{J.1]TaL, I;,1]V uE OS OVuEV T1]l\tKOVTOV 1]ULK1]K€. TO 
'<' \ , \ \''< ' , " 
UE T€TOI\JL1]K€Vat Kat TO 1]utK1]KEVat n 1TOTE €O'n; 

I," .440 ' 't \ \ I Ll I (I \ '\ I >\, 11. 'i< TO €~ EI\1]I\€yxuat. WS TO yE 1TpO €I\EyXWV a1TO
a A ,~, t/ " 'Ii\,~ .... £1 "" 
uaVEtv OVUEV ET€POV EO'7"tV 1] 1]OLK1]O'uat. Kat yap €£ 

I I "t Ll I \ ~\
To/ 1TE1TpakTat {J.EV a~ LOV uavaTOV, Tovn OE (]VI'. 

I A f I '~"" I
Kf.kpV1TTat, TOVTOV 0 KTEtVas aOLk€£ T1JV n{J.wptav 

1TPO rijs 1T{O'TEWS Aaf3dJv. S. rO'th TO{VVV O'Ot cpovEas 
" \,. \ ')/lJ I" "r onas TOVS; €1TL TO. €UV1] 1T€JL1TOJL€VOVS apXOVTasJ W 
~ \ ~ 1 1 \\ \ \ , \ \\ \ 
tJaO'tl\W. nva TP01TOV; 1TOl\l\aL JLEV opyat 1TOl\I\as 

~ 1 .1, "a a~ 'll \ '\
1TOtOVO't JL€{J.'fEtS J KaV UVJLWUTJ ns, WUVS 1Tapa TOV 
" 1 I OJ.,... t ~ 'Ll' a I
apXOVTa TPEXEt Kat 'f"10'£V v!-,ptO'ua£ Kat 1T€1TOVUEVat 

A t ~\ t I I "0 \ '" ~I f ~I
KaKWS, 0 of. EaVTOV {J.EV OV, 7"1]V yvvatKa DE, 0 DE 

, I,~ I \,,~ ~ 1 \ t' 
TOVTWV JLEV OVO€TEPOV, TOVS 1Tatoas DE, Kat p1]JLaTa 

\ I '\ \ \ 'I: I A

1TAaTTOVO't Kat, 1T11.1]yas Kat KaTapp'T}5aVT€S 1'(, 1''T}S 
, a" " \ ~ la t ~ \ ,

EO'U1]TOS €KELVo/ Kat 1'OVTO 1TpoO'€uEO'av. 0 DE ap-
I I \ J.. All \1 \ 

VOVJLEVOS TE KaL O'EO'Vk0'f'av7"1]O'ua£ I\EyWV Kat (J.€
I J.." \ I , ~ ftv.. ' 

JLV1JJL€VOS ypa'f'1]S Ka£ VOJLWV 1TE{J.1TE1'a£ O€vIJO'OJLEVOS 
I A <')' "',A., a l' IIKaL TaVTa EV EY')'V1]TWV a'f'uOvtq.. 4. 1TaO'xovO'£ 

R ii. 441 o~ TOVT' E1TL€LKWS I ot I a0'8€vI.O'T€POt 1Tapa 1'WV F 8611 
~ , If' "" \ A

ovvaTWTt:pwV, Kat OtS OUK EVt XP'T}{J.aTa 1Tapa 1'WV 
, I \ t \ \ \ \ A '\ , <\ 

EV1TOPOVVTWV, Kat 0(, 1TOI\I\OL 1Tapa TWV ol1.£ywv O£ 
I " \ \ J.." \1" 't ...Tas aLnas Tas 1Tapa O''f'WV 1T11.€OV EX€tV a~LOVO'£V 

, '" 'e ~ \ ~ , ~ ,
a1TOO€ts€WV. TaV1'a 1Tapa 1'WV EV Tip JL€y£O'T!.p O"vv

€Op{o/, TaVTa 1Tapa TWV aAAWV fiovAwv, TaiJTa 1Tapa 

TWV Tas d)(p'T}JL{as v{J.wv EYK€X€LPtO"pivwv KaTa 1'WV 

1 £Y Jrytn}'rwlI d~eoytq, Re., F: JYYV'I}TWV d~eov[a lIfSS. 

a The expression is intended to shock: it is the exact 
opposite of the normal commendations of governors which 
were posted to Court. So Florentius, though he did not 
execute, is described as a murderer in Or. 46.9. The term 
apxwl' 7WI' J81'uw usually describes the Gomes Orientis: the 
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ORATION XLV, 2--4 


These are death for the perpetrators of any such 
crime and life for those innocent of such misde
meanours. And the definition of a crime and mis
demeanour is what ?-the proof of it in a court of 
law. For a man to be executed before trial is down
right illegality, and even if he commits an act that 
involves the death penalty and it remains undis
covered, anyone who kills him is at fault in exacting 
the penalty before the proof. 3. Now, Sire, you must 
realize that the governors sent out to the provinces 
are murderers.a The manner of it is as follows. 
Lost tempers often involve numerous complaints. 
Someone takes umbrage: straightaway he scurries 
off to the governor alleging that he has been the 
victim of insult and abuse,!} or, if not he, his wife 
has been, or, if neither of them, his children. They 
invent insults and injuries, make a tear or two in 
their clothes, and use this as a complaint additional 
to the first. The other party, despite denials, claims 
ofViiTongful accusation and appeals to law and statute, 
is packed off to jail, even though he has plenty to go 
bail for him. C 4. This is the normal treatment of the 
weaker at the hands of the influential, of the penni
less at the hands of the wealthy, of the masses at the 
hands of the elite who expect any charge they make 
to count for more than proof. This is their experi
ence at the hands of Senators d and decurions: this 
the treatment accorded to the manufacturing class 

slighi difference of wording here indicaies provinciai go
vernors generally. 

b As was foreseen in C. Th. 9. 1. 5 of A.D. 326. 
" • _ E)~ Ai:! "-' 
~ r; ..y. V'f .. ";rV. il, 

d 'T6 p.lyu17'oV auvlSpwv =the Senate of Constantinople or 
(less often for Libanius) of Rome. 
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R ii. 44)3 €V 'TaLS X€ tp0'T€xvlats, I 'TafiTa l7apa 'TWV [€VY 'TatS 
, ..... t f \ ""', I ,,,,,, 

apXaLS V1T7}P€'TOVV'TWV Ka'Ta 'TWV OV l7aV7"a aV'TOLS 

XapL'oplvwv. 5. O€(Jl7O'TWV o~ wJLo'if}S l7Ada'Tf.[J 
~ (/):1 0' t' e f \,\

xprz'Tat 'TOV'Tf.[J Ka €J(aa'Trzv rzJLEpav, £l7Et J(aL 
~, 3~""" " I f \ ,... I It,
OWV 0rzaaL 'TOV rzvaYKaaJL€VOV V1fO 'TOV vOJLOV Kav 

, ~ "" "'0 ' 0' '\ \AaOLKrz'Tat atyav. EVTav a l70V €T€OV Kat TOVS l7€PL 
\,... ...... A I \ t"\" 

Trzv yrzv 170VOVVTas TOLS K€K'if}JLEVOLS 'if}V yrzv, €l7€t 
\ I \ JI \, I I ,,-

Kat TOVTOLS' TWES' taa Ka~ OGKETatS KEXPTJVTCU, Kav 
, \ , t.' , " 'f \ 0'JL'7 Tas 171l€OV€~tas €l7aWWaLV €K€LVWV Tas Ka 

• " " , \, R' \ ,<I r \ I€aVTWV, ollLyaL UVN\a,.,at, Kat aTpanWTrzs aJLa allv

R oo '\ , I" \ ~ ~, \" 
11. 443 a€aw €17£ TOV l aypov, Kat OEoEJLEVOVS TO OLKrzJLa 

~ , 6 r:l I, 0"" " " O€XETat. • t'0VIlEL JLE JLvrza 'TJvaL Kat TWV aLnav 
, R' ,/..' \.~, '''' 
llaJLt'avoVTWV <r0VEVELV TO US OOOLl7OPOVS j OVKOVV 

'r' \ ~ " ,\ A ~ '" ~I ,\ I
OVTOt JL€V OV '7 TP€LS, OWJL€V OE Kat TPlS ToaOVTOVS 
r , ~, \, , , r ~, " I " ,\.!

EtVat Kat oEKa Ka£ 17IlELOVS" l7ap 0 S oE rz E17£OV rz F 8~ 
€<Payov ~ ~KO£JL~(Jrzaav, EAKOVTat TpmAaaLOL l7OAAa-! 

KLS TWV l:v Tats alTlats OVTWV ot3o~ dOOTES TWV 1 
, , I ,\ I, ~ \ , '0 ~ \ , ,
EYKEKllrzJL€VWV rz TO JLrzO€V E£pyaa at OELVOV €J(€L

" ,.., " I
VOtS' 'TJ TWV l7El7paYJLEVWV OV JL€TEUXrzKOTES. .1 

0 1' I '7'" 0 ";' R ,... , .
7 • VTO' l7aVTES WV €JLvrJU rzv, W t'aatN'W, KaL :l'.' 

"t. ' 0' t I " ,,, , •TtV€S' E~W TOVTWV Ka ETEpOVS '7KOVTES €KEt(]€ TpO- ~ 

170VS 'wat '1'6'1' €V oEUJLois ~{OV. ot 0' aiYrovs l7apa- 1 
~ ~ , , " " ~\\ ~I'" ~ 
oEoWKOTES €V €VWXLa£S EtaL, JLaN\OV OE €V a1iaaw 1 

~OOVWV E£OEa,v, €ls ,..qv ~a~vrzv a.va~alVOVTES J Els .~ 
> \ " I " ", \ , , 1\ f \ ., 

aypovs €llaVVOVT€S, €17 aN\as LOVTES 170llEtS V1TO .~ 

VVJL</>{WV KaAOVJLEVOL y~v d"vrzaOJLEVOL J OaAaTTav ..·.li 
R" H4 'II I'" ~\ ~, , , ~ (J' ..., 

n. 't<'t< 0lfJ0P,€vot. TWV O€ OL aVTOVS oE €VTWV TWV JLEV 1.•....,......'. 
1 €V MSS.: 

I

brackets F., as suggested by Re. _ 

2 <TOJr~> conj. Re., F. 

3 Ka,l 310v Re. text (11188.): M8wv conj. Re., Cobet, F. 

• T(l F. (CPUB, AI corrected): T~ Re. (PaV, AI before ,.•...•.~ 

correction)'1 
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ORATION XLV, 4-7 


by organizers of loyal addresses to you and by the 
lackeys of the governors to such as do not gratify 
their every whim. 5. Brutal masters make full use 
of this technique every single day, for one who is 
compelled by law to remain silent, however wronged 
he may be, must needs be arrested also. Into this 
category are also to be put the peasants who work 
for the landlords, for some treat them just as though 
they were slaves, and if they do not acquiesce in the 
extortions that are practised upon them, just a word 
or two a is needed, and a soldier II goes down to the 
farm, complete with fetters, they are arrested, and 
the jail takes them in. 6. Would you like me to men
tion also those accused of murder on the high roads? 
There are two Or three of these, but let us concede 
that they are three times as many-ten or more. 
But the persons with whom they drank, ate or slept, 
often three times the number of the accused, are 
arrested too, even if they know nothing of the offence 
other than that the accused are not guilty of it, and 
even if they had no part in the deed. 

7. All these I have mentioned, Sire, and others 
besides who get there by other ways, live their lives 
in chains. And those who have sent them there 
enjoy the high life and indeed live in the lap of 
luxury. They go up to Daphne, they drive to their 
estates, they visit other towns, invited by the bride
groom to a wedding, to buy land, to visit the seaside. C 

As for those whose arrest they have secured, they 

o For examples of these social activities of the Antiochene 
upper class at various dates: holidaying in Daphne in 
snmmer, Ep. 419; their estates. Or. 11. 1'il; weddings. Or. 
88.14 ff.; purchase of estates, Or. 47. 9,48.37; but Libanius 
is concerned with the immediate troubles of the year A..D. 386. 
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LIBANIUS 

, \ 'e ~ ~ \ '.J.. t'Y ~ \E1TEl\a OIlTO, TWII aE OV 't'polI'Tt,:>ovaw. at atKaaTat 
~ \ t a '\ r \ ~ \ , A " , Q 1\ 
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~I;; I \ \ \' , \',
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I ,., ., ~ ,~, t \' Q """ "'" 
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, '1 I \ ~ , 't I \ 
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,~ \" I;' '" '\ I " ~ \ \ , ~ 
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I I '\ I '" \ , '" ~ I
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'I' ',1.. , f \,'1 A \ '''',I..'

TOS EtVat 't'aO'tv. avaYKTJ OTJ yvvatKas Kat aOEI\'t'as\ e I '2' "'! ,1..\ \ "A

Kat vyaTEpas) ats TJII 7J TP0't'TJ 'lTapa TWV OV'lTW 
I ",. \' 1 ,I.. I

Ka()Etpyp,EVWV, aVTas EtVm Tas €KEWOVS TpE't'0vaas.'e ";' Q A I;; , I\ '" A I , ,
1TO EV, W paO'tl\€V; Tep OEO'JLep JLEV yap €KEWWV OVK 
" ,\, I I \ I ~, 
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\ \ , I J. " I I 

Tas JLEV aJLop'f'ovs TJ Y7JPq, KaTEXOjL€vas 'lTpOuat-
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1 rJ.LEvl F. 
2 ~vn~ T~ np ••• T<f! conj. Re., F. (V): aVT6 TE TO • •• I' 

TO Re. text (other l\!ss.). " 
3 ovO' 1'<!SS.: brackets F., as suggested by Re. ' 
4 KaTaKAtO~VTas F.: -KAt8EVTa IE: -KAt8EVT' Gothofred. 

(CAPUV): -KAdllm Re.: -KALvmas Pa. 
r. lCJ7'(»atv (£GTtV) F. 
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ORATION XLV, 7-9 


either forget all about them or don't bother about 
them. And our fine governors who have secured the 
desired arrest for them, and are more interested in 
ingratiating themselves with them than in the claims 
of justice,-they don't become angry, or demand 
their presence, reprove them and ask what is the 
meaning of this, nor do they talk to them about the 
heinous character of the affair, or tell them that they 
cannot tolerate such conduct any longer. 8. In con
sequence, the prison is packed with bodies.a No one 
comes out-or precious few, at.least-though many 
go in. They are doubly afflicted, by the actual im
prisonment and by the manner of it. They cannot 
get any proper sleep, for they cannot even lie down 
to rest.b Their repose is just what they can get 
standing. ' 

9. Where does the food come from for all these? 
The soup in their pots, their few greens, and any
thing else besides,-all this, they say, is much below 
their needs. Their wives, sisters, daughters, who 
were supported by them before their imprisonment, 
must needs be the ones to support them now. C And 
how, Sire? The women cannot possibly be better off 
as a result of the imprisonment of their menfolk. The 
consequence is that the ugly and the aged go beg
ging, while those who have any looks at all endure 

a Tisamenus is criticized for this: Or. SS. 41. 
b On such prison conditions cf. Pluto ltfor. 165 E, Lucia.n, 

Toxaris, 29; infra, § S1. 
~ .l\,.lthough prison'rations ,y"ere to be officially organized 

by provincial governors at a later date (0. Th. 9. S. '7 of A.D. 
409), allocations of prison fare had been regular throughout 
the Principate, ".!!. Sen. Ep. 2. 6. 11. Visiting and maintain
ing the prisoners, however, remained the responsibility of 
relatives and friends, e.g. Or. 20. 1, g6. gg, gS. 15. 

167 



LIBANIUS 

001' TOts OEOEpivOLS TOV OEa/LOV 7TLKpbTEpa' OEL yap 
, \ ~ , """ \ ~ <;' I 8 '8aVTOVS orJ7TOV Kat €pWTaV Kat otoaaKEa at '!TO EV 
'J"'I ,fA

aVTOLS TaVTa Epxerat. 

' , "'" , "" '" <;' ""1O. Kat ov 	TaVTa yE fLovov, 0.1\1\0. Kat oaa U€£ 

'!Tap' €KaaTOV YEv'aOaL TiiJ T~S fMpas KVpttp 7'iiJ 
, , \ tI "" 	 A "" <;' \'IR ii. 446 I\VXVOV fLEV Eva '!Tam Tiap€XOfLEVtp, TOV fLLKpOV OE 
'\' , I , A [II t ~ \ ,
€I\awv TOVTOV fL€yav a7TatTOVvn fLwuov. 0 01£ ov 

~" , '0 " '\ "" .\ \ I8€ts\ UL aTioptav €V vs €Gnv EV '!TA'Y}yats, Kav MY'll 
, "1' " ... ~ ,

TVTiTOfLEVOS' 	 EfLOt, W apxwv TOV TE uEafLwT'Y}ptOV 
I \ "" , ,,... I \ , ..... ~ A 

TOVTOV Kat TWV EV aVTtp K€LfLEVWV, TiA'Y}V TOVOE TOV 
, " ,~" "" " , ..l.'OWfLaTOS Eonv OVOEV, OV YOVELS, OV TEKva, OV 'f'L

\ I '0 	 .\ l' , ./,' \ \' " ,AOt' 1m EV 0.1' OW ap.EL'f'atp.'Y}V 1'01' I\VXVOV, EL fL'Y}T F 36 
,\ "" '""" " 'I' "" I ')aTiO T'Y}S y'Y}S apyvpwv EXOLfL av avaa1iaaaL fL"}T 
" t" ... , \ , , <;'\ , ,
EaTLV 0 EWOWWV; TaVTa €LTiWV aKOVEL' oLa TL OV 

KaA€LS OLa TWVOE TWV JgLbVTwv yvvatKa O€VPO TWV 
, \ ..l.' 0 '..l. , , 1"'''' \

E7TL 'f'Ll\aV PW7TLCf 'f'Ll\onfLovfLEvWV, EtT aVT'Y}S TipOS
\ , 	 \ '0 ..."

7'0. yovaTa Tipoa11'tawv 11'EL ELS 11'pOaa£Tovaav ayEwl 

.., \ ~ \ f' '<;' '0 t I~'" ,R 11. 447 TL OOL; Tovn oE 0 fLEV TLS EOVV'Y} 'Y}, 0 0 OV. Tiap 
., <;' \ , ., 'f)'" ,... ... 
OTOV oE OVK EVL l\afJELV, apKEL fLaoTLywaat. 

A , l' f) \... \\\, 0' ,11 • uaKpVEtS, W fJaaLAEv. '!TOMa aya a (JOt YE
~ \ \ ., ! \ ., ,\ 

VOLTO uLa T'f)V ayav XP'Y}OTOT'f)Ta. Kat EyWyE, V'Y) TOV 
A , \, 'e' A , "./, 0LHa Kat '!TaVTas TOVS EOVS, TOVT O'f'EO at 11'pOO

<;' , '\ \' " ~... A , , ., 1 
EUOKWV. 0.1\1\ OVTWV oEt.VWV TWV €£P'Y}fLEVWV €Vt n 

... y , ... y f'''.1 "\ e' e ' JLELi,;,OV, €L JLELf::,OV WV €CPTjV TO TE vaVClL. VTjOKOVOL ~ 
'1'f) ' .... 0' ,,"\\ ,,\yap, W fJamAEV, V'Y}(]KOV(]L TOLS TE aMOIS KaKOLS KaL 

·.1.·." 

, <;' , '" t \ J. '\ (;
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1 aYEW Re. (lIfSS.): &'YElpIiW F. 

a Cj. Or. 33. 30. This abuse had been explicitly forbidden 
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every kind of outrage. For the prisoners then this 
is a more bitter pill than their imprisonment, for they 
are bound to ask the source from which they get this 
support and to be told it. 

10. Not only this. There are also the payments G 

each one must make to the jailor b who provides a 
single lamp for them all and who demands a fancy 
price for this little drop of oil. Anyone who, through 
lack of means, fails to pay is immediately in for a 
flogging, and even if he cries when under the lash, 
"Sir, keeper of this jail and its inmates, I have 
nothing save this my body-no parents, no children, 
no friends. How then can I pay for the lamp? I 
cannot wrest money from the earth and there is 
none to bring me any," he receives the answer pat, 
" Make use of these who are due for release and 
fetch in one of those women who have a name for 
good works. c Fall at her knees and get her to go 
begging and bring something for you." Some 
manage to do this, others don't. When nothing can 
be got from a man, a flogging makes up for it. 

11. You are weeping, Sire! Bless you for your 
great goodness! Heavens above! this is just what 
I expected to see! But grim though my tale has 
been, there is yet worse to come, if death is worse 
than the sufferings I have recounted. Yes, people 
are dying, Sire, and dying as a result of their afHic
tions, of close confinement in particular, and dying 
by O. Th. 9. 3. 1 of A.D. 320, but evidently remained a favour
ite form of extortion. 

b The commentariensis (as in O. Th. 9. 3. 7, where his con
duct is subjected to close scrutiny): c/. Or. ~6. 32, Lucian, 
loe, eit., Amm. ~,1arc. 28. 6. 24. 

c Deaconesses, cf. Pliny, Ep. 10. 96. Lucian, de morte 
Peregrini, 12. 
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PWV [O'l]aE, npoiJp'I] 8~ d 8wl-'OS EiS' (JavaTov, Tl OE£ 
1 Eem F. (V): EO'7'L Gothofred. (other MSS.): E1T~ Re. 

(J OJ. Or. 33. 41: a long standing criticism of prison con
ditions, which still prevailed, despite the edict (C. Th. 9. 3.1) 
which allowed light and air to prevent prisoners dying. 
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in thousands.a The jailor makes his report II; the 
governor doesn't turn a hair, but merely orders the 
funeral. The original accuser has no qualms: he 
doesn't even know whether the fellow is dead or not. 
And among them slave and free die alike, some guilty 
of no offence at all, others of offences that do not 
deserve death. The gods, and especially the all
seeing Helios,c know this, and such goings-on cannot 
be described as pleasing to them: but the influx 
into the prison that replaces the departed is just as 
large or even larger. 

12. So isn't it a disgrace that, if someone kills a 
man in a street brawl, either as an aggressor or in 
self-defence, everyone-even though unrelated to 
him-is outraged, sets up an outcry and behaves 
exactly like the dead man's kinsfolk, yet when so 
many people are killed by the governors by imprison
ment, you should be thought unconcerned? Even 
if it be asserted that you know nothing of all this, 
the argument would not be valid, for you are re
quired by your imperial position, Sire, to know all. 
These butchers should long ago have been punished 
for these killings, but now at least, if never before, 
let some attention be paid to them. 

13. "Well," it may be said, what is wrong ifH 

some homicide is clapped into jail on this count, and 
then dies so ?" I would like to ask the proposer of 
this question whether all who die in this way are 
homicides. A false charge, an odd word or two, a 
bit of money have secured someone's arrest before 
now, and if this imprisonment results in death, what 

'II Monthly returns were required of the commentariensis, 
O. 	Th. 9. 8. 6 of A.D. 380. 

C Of. Or. 18.35,42. 41. Homer. ll. 3. ~77, Od. 11. 109. 
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1 <0> O&vaTos Re., 	 2 <oAlYWlI> F. 

a. As they failed to do from Tisamenus, Or. 33. 9 f. 
h O. Th. 9. 3. 1 ( O,J. 9. 4. 1). The governor is liable to 

punishment if this happens. This provision is reinforced by ':. 

·.·1·' 

O. Th. 9.3.6, where both jaiior and governor are held liable. 
Further prohibitions were to be enacted in the future, O. Th. ·:1\ 

9. 1. 18 (A.D. 396), 9. 36. 9 (A.D. 409). 
.•••..' .'.:...
l' ~ 
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ORATION XLV, 13-16 


need is there to cite major criminals against those 
whose offence has been little or none? However 
fitting a punishment death may be for those guilty 
of serious crimes, certainly for such as these the term 
of imprisonment should never be so prolonged that 
their suffering should end in death. 14. And even 
for serious criminals a case could be made, and 
properly so, in my opinion, that if they die without 
trial, then they are the victims of injustice in having 
failed to secure a hearing ,a and if they die after their 
guilt has been proved, they are again victimized by 
being robbed of a speedy death. "Yes! why do 
you leave me to rot? " they could protest. "The 
law gives no warrant for this. Why make me die 3 

lingering death, so that my life spirit departs from 
bare skin and bone? Such is not the punishment 
enjoined by statute." b 15. And what answer can we 
make to the wives of men detained as witnesses,c 
when their husbands are dead before ever the case 
is heard, though they ought to have been back home 
again in a day or two after telling all that they had 
to tell? And what is more, when prisoners depart 
in this way, the survivors experience both SOlTOW 

and joy, sorrow at the death of a companion, and joy 
at inheriting the place he occupied. But not long 
afterwards someone else arrives to occupy it. 

16. "How comes it, then," you will ask, "that 
you have neglected this, when you should reprove 
the e;overnors and tell them the story you are telling 
me iiow, and not allow them to be 'SO' slack, even if 
they want to be ?" Everybody knows what I have 

C An abuse to be remedied in part by the elaborate pre
cautions of C. Th. 9. 37. 4, (A.D. 409). 

173 



LIBANIUS 


,\ \,.., ~ ~ ~)..O ' •
aVTOVS l7Ept TWV €V Tt{? oEap.t{? 'f EtPOP.EVWVJ ws
) a AI , \...... \ I " 

aaEt-'otEV T€ Tav'TfI Kat TotS T'1]S 1TOlltTELas OVK EP.
I ./ ,~\ "\\ ,\ • I ~ I 

P.EIIOtEV OPOtS OVOE p.allllov av ETEPOVS utKaLWS KO
\ 'Y 'It ~ ~ ... "~I ,\ ~, '" I
lla\:.oL€V '1] otoOtEV aVToL otKas em TOIS eK TWV 

O€ap.W7"'1]ptwv lK~€POP.'VOtS VEKPo"iS; ot 0' lAEyOV F 867 
p.~v lawOat ~EATtOVS, ~ao,v 8~ aUTO!, ToaOVTOV TOrS 
~ I " \ ~~I fI l' '\
oEap.WTatS EIS avawo'1]v OLOOVTESJ oaov '1]yov aVTOVS 

~ "~ I It', ",
E£S TO 1TPO utKaa7"'1]pwv XWpLOV. WS 7"'1]11 av7"'1]v 

" 1 \ '\ r , '\ \ ,
yE '1]YOVTO l7UIltV EIl1TtaaVTES P.EV 7"£ KaIlllLOV, Eax'1]

KOTES o~ ouUv. 
A I \ \,.. I \ ~O17 • N'1] 

\ 
uta, TO yap TWV 1Tpayp.aTwv 171l'1] OS

'" ... , "" a \1 \, \ \
KpEtTTOV T'1]S aVTWV t-'oVI\'1]aEWS, Kat aVTOt P.EV 
r ~ , ,\, \ "'0' :J: \ \ , ~ \ ~ ,

'1]OEWS av E1T£ TOV'IKOV, TO. KWI\VOVTa OE 'IV £axv
, I "" " f').. \ \

pOTEpa. 7"£va TaVTa; EL1To,Twaav. at ELa'f0pa£ Kat 
\ \ \ \ \ \ \ ').. '\ \ t ~" 

TO 170lllla 1TOIlllOVS O'fELI\HV KaL ELvaL TaVTa EKEL
, I ,\ \ ,~~O 

VWV avaYKaWTEpa' OEta 0.£ yap TOV KaLpov XP'1]p.a
, \ ~, , , t, \ "" ,~, 

TWV. EyW u Et P.EV EWPWV m:pL TaVTa TOV al7aVTa 
, __ \' ,,' \, ~'" I \ I
aVUIlLaKop.EVOV xpOVOV, £aws P.EV OVO av TOTE 1l0

ywv ~l7Op'1]aa TWV Tjj afi ~aatAEllf 1TPE1TOVTWV, ~Il 
~, " \ I ,,,, \ , I _ \ 1 
o all T£ KaL TOVTotS E£l7E£V, EL Kat p.'1] 1TaVV KUIlOV' 

I"'t. t" I fJ , A \ '" " f'
VVV OE TLS OVTWS ayvoEL TO. TWV apxoVTWV, WS OVK 
,~ , , ... t I , , t. I 

ELOEVUt 170aov T' T'1]S 7]JhEpas EUJl7paf,Eat VEjJ-OVTES 
t '" ,\ \~, 8~' ~ \ r \O1Toaov ayovaw e1TL Tas OLKas; 1. otKa£ DE V1TEP 

... \ \ , r \ ~ \ 1\ ", ,
P.LKpWIl 1TOlllla£, V1TEp uE p.Eyal\.wv ol\£yaL. 1701\

Both as sophist and as honoratus, Libanius saw this as 
his duty, and he had certainly fulfilled it with Icarius. 0,'. 

fl 

:I~.26.32. 
b Decurions, in particular, who were responsible for the 

,. 

collection of tribute and unable to collect it from the recai
citrant peasants, c/. Or. 47 pass-im. Tisamenus was most 
insistent upon the collection of tribute, Or. 33. 13 fr., 32. 
Cj. also Or. 62. 43. 
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told them, and how often I have done so,a about the 
people who are dyIng in jail,-how abominably they 
are behaving, in this, how they are overstepping the 
provisions of the constitution, and how they deserve 
no more to punish others than themselves to be 
punished for the dead that are carried out to burial 
from prison. And though they promised to mend 
their ways, they persisted in their attitude and gave 
the prisoners just so much respite as to take them 
to the courthouse yard, for back the inmates would 
go by the road they had come, hoping for better 
things and gaining nothing. 

17. " Ah, yes! but pressure of business overrode 
their wishes. They would have been glad to deal 
with the matter, the business that stopped them 
was more urgent." What business? Let them 

. describe 	it. Matters of taxation, of course: large 
numbers of people b were owing large sums, and this 
,vas a far more pressing matter, for the state of the 
empire demands ready money! c If I saw them 
spending their whole time on this, even so I prob
ably would have been at no loss for arguments con
sonant with your imperial dignity, but they might 
have presented some plausible, even though not 
particularly creditable explanation. As it is, no one 
is so ignorant of the governors' behaviour as to be 
unaware of what portion of the day they allocate to 
the collection of taxes and what to court hearings. 
18. And court hearings there are in plenty for matters 
of little moment, for matters of importance, few. 

o Theodosius was already making preparations against 
the usurper ~T1aximus. The final breach \;fa5 to conle in a 
few months. His excessive fiscal demands sparked off the 
Riots of the Statues early in A.D. 387. 
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2 1l"apa. conj. Re., F.: 1TIipi Re. text (:lIIss.). : om. Gothofred. 


a As was required of him as honoratu8. 
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Anyway, I have often sat in attendance a and lis
tened to cases dealing with thirty staters, or twenty, 
an acre of land, a few trees, a slave, a camel, an 
ass, a cloak or a jacket, and things far less impor
tant still,b with a galaxy of legal talent on each 
side and longwinded speeches from both. Even 
nightfall often finds the judges in session c: the 
verdict robs them of their supper, but it does not put 
an end to the case, for all that. My dear fellows, 
how is it that there is room for all this along with 
your collecting duties, when because of those duties 
the courts are closed to men under arrest? Is it 
that here too, as in fiscal matters, one thing must 
give way to another-men's lives to money? 19. 
" Yes! but those caught in the law's delays would 
not have an intrinsically sound claim lost to them. 
What they can say today, they could say just as well 
in two or three months' time!" But if they are 
dead, they cannot. Nobody can retain the vital 
spark by telling it to stay: when the body succumbs, 
it too must needs depart. But those who hear of 
such deaths while they are engaged on financial cases 
or at the very beginning of the investigation, do 
not regard it as at all damaging to their position. 
The victims they disregard, so it seems to me, as 
dead; their kinsfolk as men of little import. 

20. And even if I must grant money to be more 
precious than men's lives, dancers, mimes, horses 

b Tisamenus (Or. 33. 13 f.) was guilty of such excess of 
zeal. Later (0. Th. 2. 1. 8 OlA,D. 395) such petty cases were 
to be adjudged improper for the governor's personal at
tention. He was to concentrate on criminal matters. 
as often, stater = solidus. 

c But not so Tisamenus, Or. 33. 10. 

Here, 
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0 ' f ... ..., '\\', c, f S,'\
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'\ ,., ()' f I 3 ... f I 

E7TL 7To.U1jS EpxonaL Ko. EKaTEpav TTjS Tjfl-Epas 
'S,' \ I .... , I C 'I ,

fl-EpLoa KaL TO. TWV ELO'7Tpa", EWI! OV XELPW Tav'T'[} 
I "a 1'1 , , () ,

KaO£aTo.TaL. Ka£TO£ 7TOacp jJEI\TWV Ka£ av PW7TLVW
... , , ,.. '0' a 0 .... ,

TEpOV TOLS TjTVX1JKoO'L TWV av pW7TWV jJoTj E£V E£S 
" >It '\ , .... 0 I " \
OUOV Eb €any 'T} EV 7TEPLTTO£S €afl-aO'tV «vafl-EVE£V Tas 

I IS,' .... I "'0 'I' f\R ii. 454 VVKTo.s J Ka£ oEt7TVOVna I 7TO£ELO' at. I\oyovs V7T(=P 
..... \ ,.. , J.. ' ,'fI ,.. C" , , 

TWV Kal\WS a't'Etfl-EvWV 'T} oaa TOtS TjVLOXOtS E1I" 
"\ 1\ fI DD ~ I \ \'e \

o.MTjI\OVS EvpTjTaL """". 7T0 EV OTj TOVTWV TO. fl-EV 
, ''I \ S,' I , S,' .... ,''I S,' 'l: 

"fJfl-EI\TjTa£, TO. oE EV O'7Tov0'll fl-EYal\'ll; Oo~o. TtS 7TO
, , " '" \ I .,\ \

VTJpa TOVS apxonas KaTEaXEV 07'£ TO. fl-EV 0./\/\0. 
I ""- "''I \, S,' I , S,' \' 0\ f ,

7TaVTa 't'aVl\o. Kat. OVOEV, j-t0VOV oE «yo. ov 0.£ 7Tapa 
.... \\ .... , ,I "1.,.".. '" a \ \ I 

TWV 7TO/\/\WV ELS aVTovs fl-E:T €V't"Ifl-tWV poat. KaL TO 

1 ' I • S· t . F '" R ( , B).VLa$' COllJ. in ems, {.: EW ~1I,aLS' e. MSS., IOV om. . 
2 8Jpas conj. Re., F. (V): 8Jpals Re. text (other MSS.). 

3 /CaB' f.Ko:rfpav om. Re. (A, I in margin). 
.,...J'•.•. 
..;. 

G Like Julian and the intellectuals generally, Libanius 
disliked the races and theatre, and everything connected 
with them: e.g. Or. 35. 13 f., 42. 8. OJ. Pack, Studios, ..·.'f

'I'....... re ' f
pp. 01 n. 
~ Tisamenus expected to be invited to shows, Or. SS. 26. 
c Discrimination on the part of the governor was required 
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and drivers certainly are not.a So what do our go
vernors do-these aspirants to the title of " savi
ours"? They hurry to see first this show, then 
that, sometimes by invitation,O sometimes not, some
times actually self-invited, for obviously they are 
self-invited when they personally ensure that the 
future hosts flock to their doors.C 21. And if they 
talk of the need to attend and the fear of unfor
tunate consequences if they do not, that is mere 
deception. The afternoons are free from such fear, 
and the need to attend applies to some days,d not to 
every day. But off they go, every day alike, both 
morning and afternoon, without any disruption of 
their fiscal duties. Yet how much better and more 
humane to assist unfortunate persons to the best 
of one's ability than to hang around until nightfall 
in extravagant shows, and over dinner to discourse 
upon the clean starts or the tactics devised by the 
drivers against each other! e 22. How is it then 
that some of these duties are so neglected and others 
performed so enthusiastically? The governors are 
possessed of a pernicious notion that everything else 
is cheap and of no account, and that their sum of 
happiness consists in the cheers and acclamations f 

in the acceptance of private invitations, Or. 26. 15, 27. 17. 
For the problems raised by ftao~m c/. Or. 51-52. 

d By the terms of O. Th. 15.5.2 (of May A.D. 38B), which 
Libanius clearly has in mind here. governors are not to 
ttttend games, etc. except on imperial anniversaries, and then 
in the mornings only: of. Or. 52. 3B. 

Including magic spells, as Amm. Marc. 26. 3. 3, 28. 1. 27. 
f The attitude is not unreasonable (cf. ot O'Wri]PfS' ~£OiiJI'T(S' 

6vop,J.,f0'8at., § 20). O. Th. 1. 16, 6 (rf, A.D. 881) had or
dained that acclamations received by a governor be reported 
to the emperor, and despatched by public post, as evidence 
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F 810 EVoat fLOVt~OVO'W EaVTOVS. Et 0(, fLEV /LEyaJ\.Ot, II.· 
'''' 1 'r If' t(J' C \ J.' \ R'" 
\ ~\ f t:l '\ , \,., " 455
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t:l (J' \\ I \ \,." ,\
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'" J. I A !!\ \ \ \ \ , ,~
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I "\ '\
O'/LWTas a7TOI\I\VO'W. 

23. ot O€ 7TEptKA";,€O'Bat ~aO'w V7TO '1TA7f80vs1 'TWV 
I t\ ~ I~ fA' t I 

'1TpaY/LaTWV. a otoWO'£l! vfLW 'ToO'awas 'fJJ.£EpaS 
f , \ L\ '\ ,_ '\ 1 " ~ I", ,
€KaaTOV fL'fJvOS T1JVfU\I\WS aVaJ\.(,O'KEW, a otoWO'tV EV 

aa~VTJ Ka(JwJivOtS 'TEP'1TEtV 'T£ Kat TEp1T€O'Bat KaKWS. 
" \ 'J.,J. \'J. 1\ " 'fJ Kat 'TOTE ""PE'TE TOVS 0'f'EtlI.OVTaS EtO''1TpaTTEW; 

R .. "6 1 '\ \ , I A' 1 ... I \ , .,n. 4u aJ\.I\ aVTlf! TOVT~ 7TPWTtp Tt/La'T€ T1JV EtS a7TaVTa 

, 1 'e 1 " '" A I.J.. " I'


EKEt1l1'JV €~OVO'tav T1JV €V '771 ua",V'(1, 'TOVTO yap €O'TW 
cc \, ~\'I (J""'" \ 

'fJ EOPT1J 'TO fL'fJoEVOS o,7T€XEO' at TWV a£uxpwv. Kat 
... 1 '''' 'r t:l '\ '" \ \ 1

TOV'TO 'TOWVV avT'[) xapt~OVTatJ flaO'£I\EV, TO fL'fJ 7Tavv 

T6TE JLE/LvfjO'Ba{ Ttva TWV TOts O'OtS 8'fJO'avpo'is d~Et-
\' , I "',.\ I ,
I\OJLEVWV XP1]jLQ.'Twv. 24. '1TaVTWV DE Q,I\OjIW'TaTOV E('O'

'e "'\ ... (J \" \I
7Tpa~EWV EtS a1TOI\OYLaV /LEJLV1JO' at. 'TOV apXOVTr TOV 

, ,\ I \ ... '1'.\1 \ 8 
Ot!K aV'i"QV 1TE,()~LQVTa. Kat TWV Oa>EtI\OVTWV I\a/.L a

t , • 

1 TaU lI'AV8ov~ F. (Pa). 
,I·' 

of his administrative capabilities. Tisamenu~, acknowledged 
the importance of acclamation, Or. 83. 11 f., as did other 

" 

officials in the S80s: e.g. Or. 26. 18 f., 27. 18, 41 passitn, 
46.39. 
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they receive from the commons and the gratitude 
evinced towards them in return for the pleasure they 
provide the masses. So they reject the fair fame to 
be won from men of sense by the performance of 
their duty, and they distribute these favours, where
by they think to attach to themselves these idlers, 
these drones.a Some inherit the practices of their 
predecessors,b others even make additions of their 
own and, if they meet with the clamour of cranes,c 
they are full of self-congratulation. Then those 
fellows rise to greatness, and humbled are the city 
councillors,G who often escape the governors' wrath 
by means of the assistance they provide. This 
creates havoc, not least for those in jail. 

23. But, their claim is, they are overwhelmed by 
a mass of business. This business allows you to idl e 
away so many days every month, and it allows you 
to recline in Daphne and to have and to give enjoy
ment of a vicious kind.e Or will you tell me that you 
are dunning the debtors at that time too? But this 
is the fi~st and foremost factor in the respect you 
show towards that carnival of misrule in Daphne, 
where the essence of the festival is to hold aloof from 
none of::iiivicesl And this is how lhey favour it, 
Sire, :by utterly and completely forgetting the 
moneys owed to your treasuries. 24. And it is quite 
ridiculous for a governor, who does not make a 
personal tour and arrest of debtors, to make mention 

a Used to describe the theatrical claque, who arranged the 
acclamation, Or. 46. 17. 

b Thus lcarius was urged not to adopt the pattern of 
Proclus! Or. 26. 22. c Homer! Il. 3.3. Ii Of. 0'1',2,85, 

e On the licence in Daphne ~f. Sozom. O. 19. 
I The Maiuma, Or. 10. 14, 50. 11; O. Th. 15. 6. 1-2. 
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> '" (;I,/,. ,..., 1 ~\ t '" (; ~ 
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1 )..U/Lf3UVO/LeJiOV F.: E1TtAaf3&/Levov conj. Re.: Aa/LeVOV Re. 
text (C,A~Pu!): om. Gothofred, (PaBV), 

2 ~v conj. Re., F. (lIfSS.): nRe. text: ~ Gothofred. 
3 7TpOaU)V'T€S Re., F. (V): om. B: 7Tpoa{ovro other MS~.: 

·{ovrUt Gothofred. 
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ORATION XLV, 24-26 


of revenue collection to excuse himself. We all know 
the agents by whom such jobs are done. The 
governor's task is to tell what needs doing, to com
mend the one who does it and to flog the one who 
doesn't. You don't mention this pressing business 
to your excellent hosts a: you don't tell them that 
you could not possibly lie there drinking for such a 
large part of the day, and perhaps you are not at 
fault in so obliging your friends. However, if some 
matter of major importance requires your attention, 
you simply 'haven't the time, you are up to the ears 
in work, and the weight of other business has bowled 
you over, just as this business you mention gives 
way to drinking parties but begrudges men their 
salvation. 

25. I would like to tell you something of their 
idleness on such matters. A man was murdered on 
his farm, stabbed to death at night: the murderers 
managed to get away when the slaves faced the 
attack by ducking under the bed and thinking it 
quite enough if they came out alive)' Now he died 
without issue, and those whom he had made masters 
of his property by testament had the duty according 
to law of neglecting no means of securing a convic
tion. a So some fellows were arrested, the villagers 
saying that, though they had no certain proof, they 
suspected that it was some of their work. 26. So the 
heirs presented themselves time and again, begging 
the resident magistrate to hold an investigation of 
.1 , ,. 1 .".,. ~'1 • • ..tne muruer, omy to De tOla tnat tney were stu pIa 
in not yielding the court to those who were dealing 

Il Such as the principal'is CaUippus was to Icarius, Or. 
27. 29. 	 b e.g. Amm. Marc. 28. 2. 13. 

a Of. 01'. 80, 25. 
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1 'lTapf.AOOlI'TfS Re., : lA06VTf.S MSS. 

a For the temple of Dionysus of. Or. 80. 51, Malalas 10, 
p.234. Downey, pp. 179 f. 

b Since the governor is almost certainly the Christian 
Tisamenus; it is uncert.ain why he should decamp at the 
advent of the monks (TWV iv TO'S C1'1/'7}Aalots OlKOVVTWV, oj. 
Or. 2. 82, 30. 8). Theil' mass interventions before the 
governors were certainly influential, as after the riots of 
A.D. 387, but Pack's notion (p. 117) of his superstitious 
confusion of their appearance with a mourning procession 
is appropriate only to a pagan who dreaded the pollution 
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with a financial case. Seven months passed by, and 
those who were in duty bound to have regard for the 
deceased put pressure on the governor, and so his 
worship turned the colonnade in front of the temple 
of Dionysus a into his courtroom, Just as the case 
was due to begin, he heard the chanting of hymns 
from the cave-dwellers, who had then come to town, 
as they usually do in summer.b Up he jumped from 
his seat and made off hot-foot, giving out that it was 
improper to observe any of the proprieties of law, 
once they had put in an appearance. And after his 
departure, he paid no further attention to the 
plaintiffs, and so he was responsible for them losing 
their property, since they were induced, as you might 
expect considering the delay, to take possession of 
some small portion of the produce of the estate, and 
also for the deaths of five of the defendants whose 
guilt was suspected, not proved. Anyone of these 
could have been suspected without reason and been 
saved, and perhaps all of them. You may be as
sured, Sire, that many such crimes are committed 
year after year. 

27. Some people use every possible means to 
achieve office, and when they achieve it, they say 
that it is not in their nature to submit a man to 
examination by flogging or to hand him over to the 
executioner for beheading. C My reply to them is 
that they should recognize their own limitations it 
of contact with the dead. More likely is that he was evading 
the unpopularity which would accrue from a confrontation 
with the monks. For their interference in secular matters, 
O. Th. 9. 40. 16, 16. 8. 9. 

v A criticism directed against Christian officiais in 
particular, e.g. Eutropius, Or. 4. 36. On their dilemma cf. 
Jones, LRE 9S8. Ii The Delphic yvw8t (I'(<WT6v. 
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r ,.. '" I , A " & \\ I , Of

TfYTJ O€tVOV € t UOV ULYWVTOS 7TOI\I\OL TW€S a7TO a

'''' IVOt€V OU otKaLWS; 

29. '~wa OWf1-EV, JJ fiautAEiJ, TOtS' OUK aPXLKOXS 
I I '" "" "" 1 A...)' 

8 '
fJ-€V TOVTOLS) O€OWUL 010 Ta TOLaVTa TWV EtKOTWV n 

fI ",," 0 f~ I rt
7TE7TOV €vat. OTav O€ av PW1TOL pvaKas f1-€V at

1 ol SJ F. (UB, PI corrected): om. R.e. (other !!ss.)" 
2 fl-1)O€ Re. (MSS).: fl-~ F. "I( 

3 ws F. (I marg.): om. Re. (other }ISS.).; 
4 '!1'poc!'rayw:un Cobet, F.: 7Tpa:yp,am Re. (~rss.). 

5 OtYWIITO'i F. (JlfSS. except AI): aWJ7TWVTO, Re. (AI). 
----._----------_._.----- 

Q Thus, despite his aversion to corporal punishment, Li
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and stay in private life, without aspiring to office 
when they are incapable of discharging it. A 
governor's job is to be able to discharge these duties 
too, but they have made an open admission that they 
are not even able to govern. In fact,· if his duties 
require him to undertake both examination and 
execution, and he is going to evade both~ how can he 
be a governor if he does not discharge his duties to 
the full? a In many cases truth can be discovered 
by examination alone, and by the execution of the 
guilty some criminal may perhaps be reformed.b 

28. This is the governor's task, to send to execution 
the man who does not deserve to live, and to restrain 
the rest by fear of a similar fate. It is the duty of 
the official who has been stationed to defend the 
laws to make war on every man who contravenes 
them. If you are slow of foot, you would never turn 
up to take part in a race, for you know that this is 
not within the capacity of your feet: yet do you 
take office, though you are incapable of bringing 
injustice to light or of raising your voice in support 
of the ordinances of law? And, finally, if you think 
it shocking for a man to be deservedly executed at 
your bidding, do you not think it shocking for many 
persons to be unjustly put to death, because of your 
silence? 

29. Very wen, Sire. Let us concede to these in
capables who entertain such qualms that theirs is a 
normal reaction. But when people make streams of 

banius requires his governors to be just and humane, but 
firm in administering it. They should not evade their duty. 

b Libanius' theory of punishment rarely touches upon the 
reformative aspect. Primarily. the objective is retribution 
and deterrence. 
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LIBANIUS 

j-taTOS I Jv TOtS OtKaU'T1]ptOtS Ota TWV j-taUT{YWV F 874 
,., , ~ , , , •fM.' , J.. 1 J.. ' 

1TOtWUt, TV1TTWO't DE: Kat 'T1]V 'fuX'r]V a'f'EV'Tas KW'f''r]V 
, Y' ,."", " 
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~, , Q "Ll'" ~, \ J.. IQ tI 'i' l' 
DE €£S ,...poXOVS WvWO'£ ota TOV 'f'0,...OV, oTaV ow OUTOt 

I '" 0:- I J.. 1\ ,... e
1TEj-t7iWO'tV E1T£ Ta O€O'j-tw'T1]p£a 'f'al\ayyas, €PpWO' at 
~, J.. I '" \,,, I , , '!\ \ 
DE 'f'paO'aV'TES TOtS 1TEp£ EKEwa V0j-t0£S €1T al\l\OtS 

8taTp{~WUtV WS 8~ ~tAdvepW1TOt MgOVTES Elvat, T{S 
, '" I , , 0:-\ ,/:., " 

aVK av a1T01TVty€trU SO. EyW oE 'r]fi.,£OVV aVTOUS' 
'0:- I I... If>. I " I .. Ll

Eto€Vat TE TO TOV \VOtVtKOS €K€tVOV Kat /-LLj-t€tO'uat, 
,.,\' 0:- I , I I "Ll ~ I , '8 I

j-taMov DE E1TtO'TaVTat j-tEV, j-ttj-tEtO'vat OE: OVK E €
, 1 "':J: \' 1 ,." IT' I1\0VO't. Tt ow 'IV TO KEtVOU; TWV EV al\atUT£V'[j 
~ ~ I '" , '0:-' "\O€OEj-tEVWV TOVS j-tEV ETtj-twp'r]O'aTo, TOVS DE E:I\VUE: 

,., ~ I 8' t I • \ 0"''' ITep OLKa£ep Ka EKaTEpov aKOI\OV WV. E:1TEtTa Ka
"'" ,tIl \ If) I"1T'r]I\Ot TE Tjuav €V EKaO'Tep Kat 1Tt Ot Kat E:K1TWj-taTa 

R ·· 461 I , '0:-" t I' ,,~,..., ,11. Kat O'uv epoa£s 'r] 1TOO'tS. OVTW DE TWV E1T£PPEOV'TWV 
I f I A tl '" 1Tpayj-taTWV EKaO'Tep TaXEtaV EVp£O'KE 'T1]V TEI\€V'T1]V 

tI 0:-'"'' ,., ~... ~ I CJ1
WO'T€ j-t'r]OEV ET aVTep oETjO'a£ OEUj-tW'T1]ptWV. v. 

l' ,1Tap€1\ WV '0' 1 E£S T£S EpEt'''''''''~'TWV VVV O'r]TOtVVV TOVTWV 
,I , t... ,., 11 \" I '\11 " 

TaVTO Kat aVT4J 1TE1Tpaxual, Kal, aVI\OVS El,O'El\vEtV 
'''' , " \ 'i' , ...'0 " ~ ,€K€W€. aVI\Ot j-t€V OVV EWTjI\ OV, OVTW OE KaTa

1\ " \ I tI , \ \ 
YEl\aO'TOV E1TOl,'r]O'aTo T'r]V j-t'j-tTjO'tV WUTE €V 1TOI\V 

__ \ I \ ~ I 'e' \
XaI\€1TWT€POtS TOUS O€Uj-tWTas YEVEO' at. OV yap 

, ,'\ \ ,,, , 1'\ I _~\,) 

a1TaMay'r]V aVTOtS 1TapeO'XE TOV 1Tpayj-taTos, aI\I\ 

~j-tEt~E TOV 7"('1TOV I TOU oEMu8at j-tivoV'Tos. J1Ti yap F 
\"'~' ,,., >I I \ I 

TO TTJS oEvTEpas apXTjS OtK'r]j-ta 1T€j-t1TEI" Ta O'wj-taTa 
\',.. \\1 0'" '\\"1TOMOtS 1TOMa 1Tpoun €LS, WUT€ aMTjI\OVS KaTa

1 l'<cI.G'TCP <OECTfLWTTJplcp> F. 

1,1 Homer, fliad, 24. 54. 
b Libanius was himself threatened with this fate by a 

comtier in A,D, 362; Ot'. 1. 126. The bodies of those lynched 
in A.D. 354 were thrown into the river. Amm. Marc. 14.7. 16. 

C His identity is uncertain. Pack (p. 119) suggested 
Andronicus, for whom ct. Or. 62. 56 ff. 
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blood flow in the courts by their floggings, and when 
they lash lifeless bodies, outraging senseless clay ,a 

and force some in panic to their deaths in the river,!) 
others in the'noose, when, I say, such as these clap 
into prison whole battalions, let the prison regula
tions go hang, and waste their time on other business 
-all this indeed to get a name for humanity-it is 
enough to take one's breath away. SO. I begged 
them to get to know the practice of that well-known 
Phoenician C and to follow it; the fact is, though, 
that they know it well enough, but r~fuse to follow 
it. His method was, in Palestine, to punish some of 
those under arrest and to release the rest, but in 
either case he followed the dictates of justice. Then 
there were stalls set up in every prison, jars and cups 
of wine, and they drank to the accompaniment of 
song. And he found such a speedy ending to every 
problem that beset him that he had no more need 
of prisons. 31. One of our present-day governors d 

will come and say that he too has done the same, 
and has let music into the jail. True enough, music 
did go in, but his following of the pattern was so 
ludicrous that the prisoners were in a far worse condi
tion. He gave them no release from their affliction : 
he merely changed their location, and their confine
ment continued. He packed off the bodies to the 
jail of his subordinate governor, herding their masses 
in with the masses there, so that they trampled one 

d The Co-mea Ori6·nt·is, Deinias (O'T, 88. 7, described as 
{j1T«PXO~ in 0'1. 1. 251, a term usually applied to the ppO). 
He occupies the lJ.El,wv 8p&vo~ or fLEl'wv apm (0'1. 1. ~n0, 
27, 6, 38, 2'7); the consularis Syri,(M; Tisamenus; holding the 
J)"d.TTWV Qpx4 (0'1.27. 6, see also Ep. 21. 7, where however 
TdV KPft1"TW is the ppO). 
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,\ '" , 1\ < \' t'"

TWV aVI\WV a1TEl\avuav O£ Tal\amWpOL. €tT EV OU 
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II ''''' I A "I '>"
OLK7JfLa. Ka£ TaUTa OVK 7JYVO€£TO fL€V, €KELVCf:> OE 

lOOK€t. 

32. <I>av~Tw o~ KavTaiJBa TO rijs uijs ~tAavBpw-
I -r Q \ '" ,t \ liB I Qmas, W paULI\€V. Kat WS Jk€V E 7JKas VOfLOV p07J
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" I ''''11''>' t~ I ,

ELS T7JV UWTrJpLav aVTWV, owa. owa fL€VTOL Ka
..... (/ rl i', I 1"\/ ,.. 

K€LVO, OTt a1TEp av OV K€LfLEVOV TOU VOfLOV, TaVTa 
, I I , ,JI '" 

Ka£ YEypafLp,Evov 1TE1TpaKTaL. OU yap OVTWV TWV 
Q '" ,\ 'B \ , \' " ,If3 Epaww aVTOVS € €I\OVTWV OLKaUTWV ypafLfLaTa 

R ii. 462 €lUt I fLOVOV, Tots aOLKOVfLEVOLS O~ 013 1Tap€1TOVTaL'J. 

1TOWiJVTES aVTOVS TOLS 1Tap' EaVTWV ~PyOLS TWV ~O£-
I , 33) \ \ ,t/ " l'

K7JKOTWV KpELTTovas. • 0.1\1\ OTav au JkEV, W 
All"''' , Q '\" I 

yEwaLE, VOfLOUETTJS a 1TpOU7JKEt, ppaxus OE TOVTWV 
-r \ I ~" '" '>' 'Y "f" ,

TJ I\oyos TOLS €m TOU OLKaSELV IWL T7JV aVTWV YVW
, ' ''' '~I ,... I " fL7JV aVTt TWV UOL oOKOUVTWV 1TO£WUL KVPWV, OUTE 

, '\' I "." \ \ If '" I ).. ,OUK €WEVaL TaVTa ufLas Kal\OV OUTE EwoTas 'f'EpELV 
< 0' aM" " " , If....'8 

:~t~~~t;iioE~:~:;I:~~~~i?:;f2::i~1 
oLol TE dutv, a.~aLpoiJvTaL Tel. yE TWV 1TOVOtiVTWV F 376,}. 
V1TEP TWV lBvwv Kat ,dJVTWV aTtfLU'OVTES Kat oisl 

'" \ , '\" '!'. A " \ 3
1TOWUUL I\UOVTES. EL OE ELS 0 1TPWTOS TOUTO TOI\- '.~ 

I ''>' ~ , ~ e' '>" " ." f ~ 
p:f}uas €OEOWKEL Tep VOfLO ETn OLK7JV, LUXVOV av OL ~ 

VOfLOL. 34. Kat fL~V KaKEtVO yE ~glovvJ KUAA7Ji:~ 
1 aVrwv conj. Re., F.: at),T~v Re. text (MSS.). '; 

2 ___ !._""' ..___ ~ l? ("\. """ ... "J.,..,.n.UCIf"i·'ft Rp (nthpr 'H~~ \ ,:: 
___'_'U._I'C·/lVYII.".... \. J. """I'_vv," __ "v. \~".. ~. "'V"'j' -1 

a gn crowding (DPrisons c/. ?r'}J' ~l. t .~ 
19~ . Th. 9. 3. 6. ec. A.n. 380: e is quos enet career I 
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another to death.a Such was the advantage the poor 
devils got from this fine piping. Then, not so many 
days afterwards, his jail once more was fuller than 
it had ever been before. And this did not pass un
noticed, for all that he thought it did. 

32. Then, Sire, let your humanity reveal itself 
here too. That you have enacted a law to help 
people under arrest as regards the length of deten~ 
tion, and that this does serve to protect them, I 
know.b But I also know that the same sort of practices 
have been current after the passing of the law as 
would have occurred if it was not in force. When 
magistrates willing to enforce them are non-existent, 
laws are mere scraps of paper c and do not provide 
assistance to the victims by allowing them to get 
the better of their oppressors through their results. 
33. But when you, Your Majesty, propose proper 
legislation and when the appointed magistrates take 
little notice of it and give validity to their own 
decisions instead of to your decrees, it is not right 
either for you to be unaware of this or, if you are 
aware of it, to be complacent about it. You must 
class such persons as rebels against your authority 
and loathe them, just as you do rebels. In fact, these 
people rob you of your own, as far as in them lies, 
for they bring into disrepute the work of those who 
live and labour for the provinces, and by their actions 
they undo it. If the first who had dared behave so 
had been punished by the legislator, the laws would 

_'f ..... • ... II.' T , '1 I' 11 now prevaIl. ::54. lVlOreover, 1 presentea a IUl'tnel' 

id aperta definitione sancimus ut aut eonvietum velox poena 
subdueat aut liberandum custodia diuturna non maceret." 

C Of. Or. 38. 18. The same complaint was made against 
learins, Or. 29. 29. 
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0' "" '\ ),., " , I:- "" 1TPO(J'n EVa£ TaLS 1TOI\E(J£ 'f'a(JKOIlTas E"XHV 'nVa. OEL
I:; , ~ I I l' F\" 'I' 
~a£ Kat OE(JftWT11pLWV 1Tpovo£av. OV ftEyal\a av 'YjV 

a.1T6 ftLKpWV ovfj(Ja£l XP'Y]ftCtTWV. J1TE£8rj yap TOV 

OEtV ws 1TAEtGTOVS a.vOpcimovs €1TL8Vft0v(Jw, Jxp~v 
• \ 1:-' ~\ '" ~ 1:;' '" \aVTOVS O'Y]1TOV ft'YjO€ TWV OE~0ftEVWV aVTOVS 'Yjft€I\'Yj-
I If' fI ~..... 1"\ ,~, <,,\"

K€Va£ T01TWV' WS OVX OVTW oEL TO£S aOETO£S T'YjS a1TO 
'" I .J.. ~ , r" ~ ~, '"' 

TWV TO£XWV 'f'awpOT11TOS, WS TO£S OEO€ftEVO£S TOV 
,> I ~ J..' \ ,

ft€T EVpvxwp£as u£a'f'Ep€£V TO. KaKa. 

1 OU •• ovfjaaL Re., F. (V): ou • . W])~aaL Gothofred. 
(other 11188.). 
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argument also, that people a who claim to beautify 
our cities should be capable of showing some con
cern for the jails, too. Here it should be possible to 
do much good at little cost, for since their desire is 
to keep as many people as they can in durance vile, 
they surely ought not to neglect the places to receive 
them. Persons at liberty do not need the splendid 
faltade so much as the prison-inmates need to endure 
their troubles with room to move. 

1.1 As the governors claimed to do by. their building pro
grammes, ct. Or. 10 passim, 11. 198 if., 46. 44. Tisamenus' 
efforts here in building cages for animals, not for prisoners 
were criticized, Or. SS. 14. 
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IIPOZ 0EOAOZION TON 

BAZIAEA KATA TILAMENOY 


H ii. 239 1. "E8€L P,EV OVTW~ a1TavTas aya80vs EivaL TOVS F iii. j 
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,.... ,~ , '\ \' t/ \\ I ,
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~ I ,\ "'" , "'" I C) t \ l' tf,
opauELEv E7TL TTJS apXTjs p,EVWV. ..,. 0 p'EV OVV, LV 

l' "t t "" 'I'll I " \\1 ~IOVTOS apr,;,ELEV Tjp'WVJ 7To/\/\a p'EV EL7TWV, 7To/\/\a DE 
I __ \ I , 1\ ...... '\ '" ,

7TOLTjaas, XaI\E7TOS TE E'lTL TOL~ I\EYOfLEVQLS EaTaL KaL 
y I I "\ I ~ ~" ,
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~ ~ I t I '8 1\ 'I ~ I J/ I
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EVVOLas TE ICaL ,..O"fJ ELas, W ,..aaLI\EV. €t.. 0 OVV 

a Pack (p. 96) suggests that this patron may--haveb~~~ 
Cynegius, ppO. Certainly Libanills moves gingerly here and 
makes no request for the punishment of Tisamenus, who is 
aiso exculpated from any charge of bribery (§ 38). But (§ 27) 
while both Cynegills and Deinias, the Comes, were absent in 
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TO THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 

AGAINST TISAMENUS 


1. IDEALLY, Sire, everyone sent out to the govern
ment of the provinces should be so good that I should 
be able to tell a better tale about Tisamenus. Indeed 
my preference is not so much to level abuse as 
the reverse. However, there are persons, of whom 
Tisamenus here is one, who occasion ill report, and 
so I have thought it necessary to demonstrate to 
you that many cities have been entrusted to a man 
who is very far from having the ability to benefit cities 
by his rule, but I shall tell you of these matters, not 
for you to punish him for what he has done, but to 
ensure that he may do no more harm by remaining 
in office. 2. Now, the person,a whose many words 
and actions have secured him as our governor, will 
be annoyed at my remarks and will seek to do harm 
to the one who has provoked him, for his influence is 
all that he could wish it to be. My means of escape 
and my salvation will perhaps come from your good 
will and support, Sire. But, anyway, if justice should 
Egypt in A.D. 386. Tisamenus' supporters at court got an im
perial order passed countermanding the instructions of these 
two. This order could not be enforced, presumably owing 
to the persistence of their opposition, and the identity of this 
patron must therefore remain uncertain. 
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fe/ \~, "f , "" 
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, {j/ ~ \ \ 'J..'R '" {j
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., I fI~ ,,' l! \' I A "" 
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d "'"'" .... ' '"' ~ "" "" TWV a '1TOtWV '1TapE£XEV aUTOtS TJV E1Tt rT]S CTKTJVTJS 'I,:i 

, I:' ~, ,.. \ " ... i\ R' 
xapw TE o£OOVS aVTO'S Ka£ '1Tap aUTWv ap.pavwv. 

,.. \ \ " J(~ '" ~ \ " "" , ~ 
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EVVOVS, €V <.p TWV V'1T'T£WV €£vat oOf:,aV'Twv OVOEVOS 
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O£e:v€YKWV a'l'f"fJ V€V OVOEV EXWV O£TJYTJC1oovat '1T€P£ 

f ... -- \ \' Ii\. ' i\i\ ",,,, rI
aVTOU KaJl.OV. Kat. '1Ta W OV '17'0 ot.S €'T€(JW VCT'T€POV 

'1Tap€op€t1€£ CT'TpaTr]Ytp 00 OLa. ~V '1T€pt. TO '1TpaYj-La F 161: 
, , ,~'" <i::.' ,!I:. ' 
€j-L7TE£pf,aV, OVo£ yap €V CTVVOf,KWV 'TU1,€£ 7TW7TO'T£ 

lYEy6v£t., d.i\i\' OVo'v, otp.at., O€V- 'To£aVrT]S Ej-L7T€'" 
, '--fl £}... £} \ , ",I: ' ~ ... 

pt.as E:v'Tavua, Kau7JC1ua£ yap OVK €7T €s£'Ta(JEL o£KWV 
'i\i\' ,\ i\ ,,\ , fI '" .,a E7T£ 7T 7Jyats 'TOV CT'TpaTr]Yov, WCT'T EPYOV €£vat, 

1 olfLat Re. (conj. o16fL€VOS in Animadv.) (MSS.): Of€7at F.j 
OfZ Re. (:r.rss.): O€ZV Morel, F. 

/I The theatre was always a dishonourable profession and 
subjected to vicious legislation, vI. C. Th. 15. 7, I-S. Hence •.'.~"_."I
Libanius' contempt. 

II Liebeschuetz (p. 145) interprets IOvos as" profession"
a common enough use-and refers to Tisame..'lus' continuing 
connection with the theatrical profession. His first provincial 
tenure thus was that of Syria itself. However, the post of 
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ORATION XXXIII, 2-4 

not prevail against the influence of a single individual, 
it will be comfort enough for me not to have kept 
silence througli fear upon matters of which you should 
have properly been informed. 

3. Well, Tisamenus yonder is of distinguished 
parentage: anyway, his maternal grandfather was a 
member of many learned gatherings. He personally 
participated in eloquence perforce, just so far as to 
get a nodding acquaintance, but he quickly bade it 
and its professors a tender fond farewell, and took 
himself off to dancers. a His dearest ambition would 
have been to become the leader of the band, but he 
was prevented by many complaints. Still, because of 
the lyrics he composed and provided for them, he 
attached himself to the stage and offered them his 
services, while they provided him with theirs. They 
needed his lyrics: he needed them for them to be 
produced. 4. Then he suddenly appeared as the 
governor of a province,b where there was no differ
ence between him and any who had a name for 
dilatoriness. So he left office without having any
thing creditable to be said about him. And again, a 
few years afterwards, he became assessor to a military 
commander, not because ofms experience in the job 
-he had never even been a member of the legal 
profession: there is no need of experience in this 
sphere, I suppose, for the military commander has to 
sit, not for judicial enquiries, but for corporal punish
assessor fonows on a provincial command, perhaps praesidiaI. 

I in the case of the anonymous of Or. 62. 65, and Syria ranks 
high in the consular provinces, its governors quite commonly 
having had prior experience (e.g. Eustathius, PLEE 311 (6). 
Florentius~ ·w. 864 (9)). E'a.l¢vlj~ would seem to indicate a 
sudden change of situation from stage to office, contrasted 
with the slowness of his later public career. 
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I 1/ ')' '~I t, \ 
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II I \ t' \ < < ac::: A ,t '" 
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V1T7]PETWV apLeftOS T~S apx~sJ To.S ~ft'pas S~ ~V 
'\:, """ " I I )If)' t ...., I ,
WHV aval\ovft€vas ftaT7]v OVV OpWVTOS TOVTOV TO 
'" / ,,' ,'\ '\ t,. < , 6 \ t '" OEOV OVT al\l\OLS OpWO'LV E1T0ftEYOV. • kat ° 07] 
,I , , "E'J.. I ",,, I

KEI\Waas aVTOV 1TEpL TOV V'fpaT7]V €1r WVtJ aLTOV 

o,aTpL~HV ftLaOUVTOS ft€V EOOKEL, CPLAOVVTOS OE ;pyov 
" , , II I ~ " c "" If ' €1rOLEL 'imp avvpw1TOtS "TTOV OESLOLS a.Vayka~WV au-

A '" '" I 1',..) I " \\ fieTOV T7]V aVotav OWyELV OU T7]S avo Las EftEMEV fs, ELY 

~'T'TOva TOV €AEYXOV. KaLTOL /lEya CPPOYELV agwL 

T~ Ka?~a TO, 1Tap' ~K~tYmf Tfayepo~v • • EYW 1 ~€ F 168 .....•.·•..·1'.: 

TWV E1TL TOVTOtS aUTOY E1TaLVWV OVK aTToaTEpw,: 

7Tavv yap O~ YEvvaLWS EVEYKELV T~V Tf ~A6ya .\ €yf-: 
1 7TPOcnlK€~V F. (MSS.): 7TpOa7}KE~ Re. I' 

a Association with the stage is even more contemptible to .•••. 
Libanius when compounded by association with the military .'....t... 
-whom he usually (but not always, e.g. Or. 1. 165,47. 28) ~. 
suspects and dislikes: of. Zos. 4. 27. 'i 

/) a3~-his superior, the Christian Comes of Or. 1. 251, 254, "'1'" 

named § 7, below. See Or. 45. 31 n. :; 
C In times of emergency, the consulares of Syria could be .•~ 

allocated special duties in Euphratensis, a sensitive supply .~ 
area in any Eastern campaign. Thus (Ep. 21) Nicentius in, 
A.D. 358 was broken for failure to provision the Euphrates 
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ment,a and the consequence is that such an assessor's 
job is to share in his excesses, and especially in his 
drinking. 5~ This has time and again been the seed 
for office, as indeed it has been in the present instance 
too, for the eclat appertaining to the title has ensured 
this result. The idea is that anyone who has been 
an assessor is also qualified to be put in charge of 
cities. Here you would hear people who knew the 
fellow say that things would go to rack and ruin be
cause of Tisamenus' stupidity and lack of skill. Con
firmation followed soon enough, once he had come 
and showed his qualities, for the governor's seat, the 
heralds, the lictors, and members of his staff sym
bolized his office, but you could see the days wasted, 
since this fellow neither saw where his duty lay nor 
followed the lead of others who did. 6. Indeed, 
though his superior,!) in ordering him to the Eu
phrates for the purchase of corn, C appeared to be 
motivated by dislike, his action in fact was that of a 
friend, when he forced him in his oafishness to stay 
among less cultured people, where he would be less 
likely to have his oafishness revealed. For all that, 
he claims great credit for this, in his dramatic rela
tion of the heatwave that he endured there. I 
wouldn't dream of depriving him of the praises he 
claims for this-for, as a matter of fact, he is said to 
have endured the blazing sun d and certain other dis
garrisons. Tisamenus' duty in A.D. 386 appears to be the 
reverse of this: the crisis was the continuance of famine in 
Syria (continuing since A.D. 382), necessitating the procure
ment of supplies from Euphratensis, then at peace. Icarius 
had also interested himself in corn supplies in Euphratensis. 
01'. 28. 16. The supply demands were for the preparations 
against Maximus (for which cf. Or. 54. 47). 

It Of Or. 1.951 (cited Introduction, p. 156), 
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'1.' 	 t\:t \ f f' f ...\\ f ..
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" If'" I c:>\ " "" '3F 169 	€XOV1'OS, OpWV1'ES OE av1'OV 7'l[J a£7'l[J fl-OVOV R ii.~. 

'fTpoal<dfl-€vov 1'aMa €WV1'a XatP€£V, OV'TW fl-€ya'\+ ' 
:t. ,\ " " 'Q' , \ 'TWP 'IV Ka'Ta 1'OVS 'fTO£7]'Tas Et1T€£V, avafJaV'T£S Em 

1'oVS i'fT'fTOVS OEvl ~KOV'TES avv?jaav dM~'\o£s OU 
, l' " '() I J.\ \ , ... '" (:> I

7TELaaV'TES, E£7' a1TE/\ OV1'ES) W\l\a a£y'lJ 1'OV1'O opa
1" 1~ I t'~I~ I ,.. , ,

aaV'TES €u EW01'ES WS f.O£ooaav xapw. 'ToaOV'T a'fT-, 
•.<\ 

l' '" '" "",11 I 1"1 '1 n fHXOV 1'01.1 n OHVOJl €JlTEUIJEV ')'EJI'1j(JE(Juctt VOfH"EW; c.o ' 

8' ,\ 0 '" , '~ , ~'\' \ ... 8 'I~l'
TJV av'TOS EVP a tYfl-EVOS" VYTJ fl-EV a'fTO 'TWV £- .'.:"',;, 

1 t-tT' fPYOU; F. (CAPV): E1T£ TO'~ €Pyo,~ Re.(BNVa): €1Tt _ 
TO£, EKOU(J{Ot, I. I 70'iS ins. Re. before EKova{Ots, om. F. .~ 

2 O€WOv Morel: 'TOU o€ivos conj. Re. (Llnirnadv.): KvV1JY{ov' 
Monnier. 3 p.6vov F. (APIBVa); p,6vtp Re. (CNV). 
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comforts most heroically-but I know that all his 
staff, and their attendants and donkey drivers, en
dured this same sun, so that, if we allow him to put 
on airs on this score, we must allow them the same, 
and much more so, since they could not enjoy the 
comforts that he did. Furthermore, just what was 
this duty that he was trying to perform? Any sin
gle one of his subordinates could easily do it, as 
indeed was the case even in times past, when here in 
Antioch (S such duties were quickly performed for the 
governors in residence. 7. He began to complain that 
he had been put in charge of a wilderness without 
any of the delights dear to his heart, and to demand 
of persons with influence at court relief from these 
duties, but he still Claims the credit due to his vol
untary performance of them. However if anybody 
comes out of this with any credit, it is Deinias, for 
having him confined in those places. The orators 
went there, under the impression that they would 
find more employment for their talents there now 
that the governor had time to spare; but they saw 
him concentrating only upon the corn supply and 
not caring two pence about anything else,-so 
II stout-hearted" was he, to use a poetic term b_ 

and so they mounted their horses and came back 
here, keeping each other for company. They took 
their leave, not after deploying their arguments, but 
in silence, well aware that they were obliging him ; 
unpleasant consequences were the last thing they 
__ ••1..3 "'......,,"'+ .eM"''''''''' ~+ Q A,.,d ,.v'hAn hA O"";lrArl 'hAl'''\,;UWU CAPv.\,..1.J J.J.VJ.U 1.tJ. v ......... J.4 '.1.,1,'-',&.1. '-' _ ......... ,'"""" .&4_"'_ 


he was his old self: he shunned the courts; he 
a The decurions of Antioch had been responsible for such 

emergency duties in the 3505, to their cost; ej. Or. 49. 2. 
II Homeric (n. 9. 629 etc.) and Pindaric (Isthm. 5. 44). 
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a Cf. 01'. 45. 20. 
b Cf. Or. 18. 170 f., 26. 25 f.o 41. 7 if. Julian, .4!iJop. 

343 d if. Cf. Or. 45. 1; Liebeschuetz, pp. 144 if.C 

a Or. 45. 14. 
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hankered after invitations to the hippodrome a and 
the theatre, invitations which anyone with any know
ledge of administration regards as a disaster and 
resents,b though people like this fellow receive them 
with more pleasure than do schoolboys learning their 
ABC. Yet even here Tisamenus C failed to maintain 
a sense of propriety: in his especial desire to be 
regarded as an expert on this, he imported the 
utmost possible unpleasantness into the proceedings, 
first, by withholding presentations that might pro
perly have been. made, secondly, by the number 
of floggings administered to naked bodies. But 
governors who are well thought of used to look as 
though they were not there, even when they were: 
they would show respect for the emperor by their 
attendance, and for themselves by not poking their 
noses too far into such matters. 

9. But I revert to the point that this fellow is the 
greatest stumbling block to the administration of 
justice. r.! Either he turns his back on it and seeks 
refuge in other business, or if he is compelled to 
hold court, he wastes his time on drivel, not daring 
to handle the actual case, but skirting all round it, 
incapable of seeing where justice lies and refusing 
to keep his mouth shut. He burbles in a pointless 
flood of words so as to distress the ears and weary the 
feet of the lawyers. And instead of seeking a con
clusion and bringing the case to an end by reaching 
a decision, he sends them off so that they need 
another audience, which in its turn wiii be treated 
in the same way and reach no conclusion. 10. So 
what do you think becomes of the litigants in such 
a plight? What do they feel like? What remarks 
do they address to themselves, to earth and to 
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1 tf;~~ov conj. Re. 

2 o.pxe, F. (V): Ilpxot Re. (other MSS., Macarius). 


3 c1pX£Ta£ Cobet~ F.: epXE7'llt Re. (MSS., Macarius). 


II Of. 01'. 45. 22 n. On the claque c/. Liebeschuetz, 

Appendix iv, pp. 978 if. 
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heaven? After they cease their laments, they either 
depart after all their great expenditure to wait for 
the governor to collect his wits, or are satisfied if 
they get a reduced amount instead of their full claim. 
For those who make their living by advocacy, the 
result is that they sit there idly: the heralds summon 
some of them to no purpose, but they still summon 
them, so as to make it appear that the business means 
something, though in fact it is the sleep of the dead! 
It is not his eagerness to get business done that 
makes his sessions last until evening, but medical 
advice and his attention to his belly, and so the sight 
of torches preceding his carriage is a laughing-stock 
for the spectators. 

11. And there is this point, too, Sire. He inherited 
from his predecessors a populace that knew its place 
and induced it not to know its place, for he taught 
it how important it was to the governor for them to 
address some acclamation to him.a The populace is 
convinced that it governs its governor and that, in 
consequence of its arrogance, it has under its thumb 
the person under whom it has been set by law, and 
is beginning to upset many of the established in
stitutions. 

12. That this is the case, Sire, is easy for you to 
recognize. On one occasion in the theatre something 
or other occurred and kept the populace seated and 
silent. This fellow regarded that as a disaster, and 
showed his feelings in various ways, especially by his 
change of complexion. But he also had to acknow
ledge his discomfiture verbally, so it seemed. As he 
was being escorted home by a group of people, not 
more than twenty at most-a number small enough 
to make anyone ashamed-and as they began to 
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VEtaV T~S ~ovMjs aVTos ava'TJTwv, OtEPWVW/-tEVOS, 
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, '\" t' 1:'1' It'S""
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D .. Cl47 " I 8' I...').. \' 
H 11. ~ ol\tyovs T€ VEWTWV /-t€V TWV 0'rEtI\OVTWV, 'TTpoaat-

I ~\...,. I tl , '\:' , I "" 
TOVVTWV OE TWV EK€tVWV Vt€WV ov ota KaKtaV TWV 

, _1\)' S' \ ,\ ... 't... ,
'lTaTEpWV, a.I\I\a OLa TOVS TO. TOtaVTa a~LOVVTas ea

81 'S'" <I,) a' \I
tf.tV, TOVS o€tvovs V7T1]pETas ot Kat l\a/-tpaVOvat Kat 

" ... ) t '" J..la 4 t I \
mywvTat Tep 'lTap f.aVTWV 'r0po/. 1. ° TOWVV Kat 

A , '" rl \ I , , 
aTaT1]pa Kat, aTaT1]pos 1]/-tWV Kat TPLTOV €LS /-t€

") l' t;'''''' \'8 "'. '" • '8aov €I\KWV OV'TOS 1]V, a Tep 'TT1\1] Et TWV €TWV €Ka 
~ \ ,...)1 I!I' \ I , 

WOE, Kat TaVTa E'lTpaTT€V O'TTWS as ffJV 7TOL1]atV av
,.. ,.., ) I 'f I 'f"~ \ ,~\

Tep TWV OtKTJ/-taTWV Et1] XPTJ/-taTa, wv ovoELS OVOEV 
'~I 11;" I t ~ \ "8 ' 

OVOE'TTW'lTOTE €(,of.V axp?]aTOrEpov. ° OE I\t OtS /-LEV 
, t I 'Y \ '" \ 1:" , \ a \'1\ 
1]~WV /-t€L~W ffJV 'lTOI\W '1TOLEtV, Ta 0 EtS T1]V pOVI\1]V 
.) 1 , ') , , S' '1 " 
€l\aTTW 7TaVTWV /LEV YEI\WVTWV, 'lTaIlTWV of. €I\Ey-

XOVTWV Tfjs 7T€ptTOVTO a'TTovofjs rYjv aXP1]aTtav Tep 
1 ftEV y€AWVTWV, 1T&'VTWV Monnier, F.: ftEV ~A&.rrw, 1TaVTwv 

lIISS. (om. \1): fftlv €Acl.rrw, 1TavTwv bE] He. 

a Cf. Or. 45. 17 n. b Cf. Or. 45. 34 n. 
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utter some of the usual compliments which the bet~ 
ter sort of governors used to stop, our fine fellow 
Tisamenus got down from his carriag.e and exclaimed, 
" Who has given you your tongues back then? You 
hadn't got them in the theatre." Such were the 
remarks with which he debased himself and showed 
that he regarded their earlier attitude as a dead loss, 
and this as a clear gain. 

13. ,.' But," it may be claimed, " aren't his rela
tions ·with the town council a credit to him? Don't 
they show him as a real governor?" Well, it may 
have been in distress before this, but this rascal has 
torpedoed it, with personal investigations, inquiries 
and refusal to let things rest, though the prefects 
had turned a blind eye to them because of the de
cline of the council.a He finicks and fusses about 
shillings and pence and the last brass farthing, with 
charges against some and demands upon others. 
And when I say others, I mean the councillors, those 
few left of many, for people die in debt and their 
sons are reduced to beggary, not through any fault 
of their fathers, but because of those persons who 
expect to gobble up all of this sort, those dreaded 
menials who grab and are never mentioned because 
of the fear they inspire. 14. Well, he was the one 
who brought forward matters involving a stater, or 
half or a third of it, matters that had remained dor~ 
mant under the lapse of years, and his motive in so 
doing was to get money for his building construc
tions, and nobody has ever seen anything more use
less than they are. He claimed that he was enlarging 
the city with his masonry,b .but he reduced the 
status of the council, for everyone mocked and con
demned the pointlessness of his enthusiasm on this 
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, \ ~ \ i' ,~, II lIt' , 
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1 E1I'WJlOJ.4flO'E F. (V): WVOJ.4fl(1E Re. (other MSS.). 

G Of. o.r. 45. 7. The point of this sally is that Tisamenus 
was engaged in marrying off his daughters (c/. §§ 28 f.). 

b Critical for dating, O. Th. 15. 9. 1 (July A.D. 384) had 
made editiones voluntary. Similarly, the Syrial'chate had 
been made voluntary in July A.D. 383 (C. Th. 12. 1. 103). 
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issue because of the non-existence of any to sponsor 
the beast shows. 15. And when an actor dubbed his 
buildings the bridal-chamber and the sponsor the 
bridegroom,tJ remarking upon the completion of the 
one and the absence of the other, this scoundrel 
flared up in rage and with irrational obstinacy in
sisted that this new-fangled bridegroom must put 
in his appearance, and refused to acknowledge any 
impediment. Against the inability of the councillors 
he paraded threats and insults combined, and though 
he could not demonstrate that they had the ability, 
he ordered the poor wretches to undertake the duty, 
and in daring to do so he infringed a law of yours, 
Sire. A couple of years ago you passed this law,b and 
removed compulsion from expenditure of this sort, 
making the performance voluntary. Anyway, the 
law states that if you want to perform this duty, 
there is no one to stop you, but if you refuse, there 
is no one to compel you. But during the recital of 
the law this fellow began to apply compulsion, just 
as though he got from you in his credentials a des
potic position, not a constitutional office.c 16. Yet, 
even if they were all as rich as Midas,d and each one 
had lots of money, and still did not want to maintain 
beasts or the men to fight them, they would have the 
right to avoid the expense. As things are, they all 
look to their creditors, and the end of the month is a 
troublesome time for them./) There are some to 
whom no one would lend money, for they wouldn't 

C A stock antithesis in Libanius (eJ, Or. 12. S): implicitly 
contradicts Themistius' assertion of the emperor as v6p.os 
Ep,ifJVXOS. d Of. Or. 18. 124. 

, Loans were made on a monthly basis, repayment being 
due at the beginning of the month. 
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1 EIO' F.: Elo' C, A marg.: 60' AVa: 00' PIBNV: ovo~ 
Morel: Kai Re. 

a Regulations concerning sanctuary at the Imperial 
statues had been very recently enacted: O. Til,. 9.• 44. 1 of 
July A.D. 386. b Of. Or. 45. 3~. 

c Pack notes, for the dating of the speeches, that €TOS is 
the year of the indiction, the financial year beginning in 
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get it back. 17. Well, when such people talked of 
their poverty, gave their word for it, totted up their 
debts, begged and prayed him not to inflict upon 
them the disgrace of revealing their poverty nor yet 
the risks of facing the spectators, Tisamenus behaved 
no better, but he stuck to the same story and refused 
to allow any mention of the law. Yet what punish
ment did he not deserve for this! If he tried to 
tear them away when they embraced your statue,G 
it would be a dreadful business, but if' he dragged 
them away when they sought the protection of your 
law, would it not appear that he was doing something 
similar? For them the letters of the law took the 
place of the bronze statue. 18. He began to demon
strate that the law had been passed in vain, and then, 
as though they were breaking a law, not using it, he 
gave them all sorts of trouble, with his insults, out
rages and assaults,b setting them into panic and con
fusion, receiving the council with distaste and seeking 
means to ruin them, and regarding those who gave 
him such information as might achieve this as his 
benefactors. And in these unlooked-for troubles, 
the speed with which things were conducted was a 
greater disaster still. Mostly, he required money 
down before they left; in his generosity he went as 
far as a single day: after that, there was no pardon. 

19. And this is his standpoint, especially with re
gard to tax collection. It is the fourth month of the 
year now-the third part of the calendar year a_ 
but he states that it is an offence against the em-

September, while JI'~av7'os is the calendar year, "the third 
part" being September to December. Thus a precise date 
(December A.D. 886) may be established. Note that the tri
bute collected by the decurions is in kind. 
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1 oJ before 1TPO~f.VWV Morel (MSS. except V): del. F. (om. 
V): 0 Re. 

11 i.e. the curial tax-collectors. The violence used is con
trary to O. Th. 19. 1. 85. , 

b Tisamenus failed to cajole or force any decurion of 
Antioch to hold the Syriarchate, a position theoretically 
voluntary, where the presentation of beast shows was an 
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pel'or if all the contributions are not in. How do 
you work this out, you ridiculous fool? The produce 
on the farms would be just as productive for the 
emperor, and· it would not be any the less. When 
deposited here, it doesn't increase any the more: 
nor is it the same thing for the contributor for him to 
pay up the sum total on the nail today as it is for 
him to divide his payments into monthly instalments. 
It is not out of concern for the taxpayer's interest, 
but out of a desire to ruin us that he requires such 
haste as this. 20. And this is the reason why one set 
of agents, his own, strip and flog another set, the 
agents of the other fellow, in a place where there 
are likely to be plenty to observe it, and why these 
advance against the councillors a and do as they have 
been done to, beginning with the slaves and pro
ceeding to the backs of their owners, with lashing 
following upon lashing, and consideration of their 
ancestors, civic services and standing and all the 
other marks of curial distinction being petty, weak 
and worthless. And what is the reason for this dis
grace? Just the impoverishment of our decurions 
and their inability to fulfil such demands. And if 
they are not the only ones to suffer so, everybody else 
suffers because of them, so that their sufferings may 
be obscured and not become too obvious. 

21. So did he confine his insolence to judicial mis
conduct, then? Not he! He thought up an idea that 
nobody else would ever have dreamed of. He in-
n;torl J.,,,,,..,,,, .j-J.,,,+ foelln..., {w"...... R"''''''OQ II ol",'\ll' nrith th",
YJ. ..... " .....""",,1r.J \lJ.J.OV'" J..J.V'.... v ......'" ..&I""'"....,""..."., '"''''-'&'''5 n .. \1..... "'..... ....., 

beasts he maintains and the men hired to fight them. 
And along he came, with bears and panthers and 
important part of the duties, and then disgraced the metropo
lis by calling upon this outsider from Beroea (mod. Aleppo). 

213 



LIBANIUS 


a Cf. Or. 11. 199, 31. 7. Antioch had prided itself, .,: 
according to Libanills, upon its pre-eminence as a cultural ;; 
centre. 

b For an example of the importance attached to this order 
of precedence cf. Or. 18. 187 f. 
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the fellows who had at times lost to them and at 
times beaten them, and he was cock-a-hoop at over
coming the greater city with the less. You see, even 
if the profession of letters a carries any weight in 
Beroea, there is no comparison between there and 
here. He wanted her to rule the roost over us here, 
for her council to be regarded as superior to ours, 
for hers to be able to put on airs and ours to be re
duced and diminished, to be proved incapable and 
to be unable to take an independent line. 22. So if 
anyone brings the foremost city to ruin and exalts 
one which isn't even second-rate and allows it to 
insult its better, does he do no injury to your house
hold? No! The injury is of the greatest, if the case 
is carefully considered. He was not sent, Sire, to 
disturb the order of precedence among the cities, 
nor yet to debase the prestige!1 which some pos
sessed and to set the lesser upon the greater: he 
was sent to maintain the existing order, and to 
supervise each in a fitting manner and by his adminis
tration to increase their prosperity. 23. Tisamenus, 
however, in bringing here that fellow from Beroea 
for the purpose h'e did, proclaimed it aloud to an 
and sundry that our city must be subordinated to 
that other, that it must renounce its title of metro
polis,c that our council must yield precedence to 
theirs, our citizens to theirs, and that we must re
cognize our betters. You could see the insult in 
this from the pain felt by our well-wishers and the 

1 ft 1. 1.1 1 f't'"\'l 16pleasure lett oy tnose wno are not. Inougn you 
might not wish your cities to be subjected to insult, 

C This threat was actually Dut into effect for a time a.fter 
the Riots of the Statues. by Theodosius himself. For a similar 
threat by Julian cf. Or. 16.5 n. (Vol. I, p. ~14). 
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YEVOt'T av aOOr:,oTEpa. Et'Ta 1TOVfjPOVS JLEV 1T0tJL€VaS 
'''If''' I ,,t,
a1TEI\aVVovat TWV 1TOtp..VLWV 01, 'TOVTWV KVptOt 1(0.1, 1 

, " ., l'~ '" \ F tTTaVaaV'TES €KEtVOVS €T€POtS 7Tap EoWKav TotS I\vat- , 17~ 
"I' , ~, )' , \ '''I I 1 

'TcI\Ea'TcpOts, au () EK€tVOVS E1T£ 7TOI\EWS 'TOtavTTjS I 
013 /Lt/L~all; ii 'TOLaUTa /L~V 'Tapxata, 'TOtaUTa DE 'Ta ',' 

, , ~ A!;:" '" s: \\ ~... ,
/LET EKEwa, Totav-ra OE TO. VVV, 1I 1TI\fjV OVOW 7T0

AE'tWl €vt 'Tt 1TPOS a.7Ta(las d1Tliv 1T(:PI, a.,)7'fjs. 25. J 
I r ~ \ \ , y\ , " '" '''''' ~ /

VOJLtsE OE Kat 'Tas !lIlI\as aTTO 'TWV av'TWV OLaaWaEtlI, • 
l' I 	 ~ I \ "'''' ,IIt ii. '255 ats XEtPW 'To.

\,
1TpaY/La'Ta ota 

\ 
TTjv 'TOVO€ KaKLaV' 

" \ ,\ ':;' '(}..I.'"E7TEL Kat aV77Iv TaV'TfjV U KExapta at 'ffjatV EV av
"I 'a' ,I, \' \ f'TOtS 'TOV'TOLS KaTEfJl\a'f'c /LE'T€VEYKWV EtS TTjV fjJL€
I ~ I " '..I. "I' tI)" I

Tcpav oa7TaVfjV €KEtVOtS O'{-'€tI\O/L€VfJV, wa'T fj 1TE
, ..... , , '\ I """ 

Vfj'Ta aVT11 7TO£fja€t 'TOV 7TOI\LTEVOJLEVOV Tn KaT 
""..I. .;:- I ., '" ,t '" , I 'I' I .,
aFfw oa1TaVTl fj 'TTl 7Tap fj/LtV EKELVfjV wv E XEV av , , 
a7TOa'T€pT)a€,. 

'H~ '" 0 I Lv, '''I (}' " \26. 	 utKT)a at. yap 'PIJat'/) ov KI\T) ELS E1T£ TTjv 
, 0' t, ,.. \ (}' , ,

'TO tavTfjv Eav V7TO 'TOU TTjv Eav 1TapExovTOS. EL
.;:-' , \ 0' ''''' , , A r ' \OE OV Kl\fj ELS T)OLKT)Tat, 1Tap aVTOV ';,1]'TH'TW TfjV 

1 ?l'6~e'.',w F. (P): 7T6~ewll CI: 7ToMo'lI ABVaV: 7T6~eo'll 
!le. 

a Embassies to court were composed of principales mainly: 
cf. the list in Petit, ViII municipale. App. v, pp. 415 if. 

~ Of. Or. 25. 55, where the governor is 7TO'f.I.~V Anal!'. 
C Rome and Constantinople. Antioch was held to be on a 
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his wish would be to inflict insult. So how could a 
person of this sort be a decent governor ? 

24. You are our supreme ruler and to experience 
some such treatment from you would not be ab
solutely intolerable. Yet you honour our city in 
both the words and the deeds you employ towards our 
envoys,a and with each delegation our city's fame 
grows the greater. Tisamenus, however, sits here 
scheming and seeking the means whereby its reputa
tion may decline. In the case of shepherds," the 
owners of the flocks dismiss bad ones from their job 
and entrust the sheep to more honest ones. So 
won't you take your cue from them in the case of a 
city as great as ours, whose glories in early times, in 
times thereafter and at the present are so great and 
which boasts of claims to fame against all other 
cities, with the exception of two." 25. You must 
believe that, by this same action, you will preserve 
the other cities also, whose fortunes are declining 
because of his incapacity. By this very same action 
he has harmed that very city to which he claims to 
have been a benefactor ,-by his transference to us 
here of an expenditure which is due there; thus, he 
will either impoverish their councillors for them by 
this expenditure in two places or, by concentrating 
it upon us, he will deprive Beroea of what she would 
have had. 

26. He complains of having been insulted by not 
being invited d to a show of this kind by the man 
who promoted it. But if he has been insuited by this 
lack of invitation, then let him take it out on the 
level with Alexandria in third nlace. d. Or. Hi. 59 n. (Vol. I. 
p. 187). 	 • ' " . . ,. . 

d 	 For the governor's expectations on this v. Or. 45. ~O n. 
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<:;.1 ~ \::1 ~ \ ,.., 1 
O/'K1]V TOV OOVTOS n!} I\€LTOvpyovvn T1]V TOVTOV 
'c I tJ) ,~ eI \ It' ),

€SOVataV, OT aVTOV fLv1]a €VTOS KI\1]aEWS 1]VtKa €7T 

E ''''/'' 1" " I \I I ) I
v'l'paT1]v OUTOS' DEt, 7TpaTTE, a7TEKptVaTO, TO aov, 

, '<:;.' ',J..' l' " e \ 1 , , 1€fLOi OE €'I' Cf;J7TEP €TaX 7jV fL€l\1]a€/', TOVS 7TVpOVS' 
\ 1 " l' " t, I", ... \ 1 , ,I\EyWV. Et fLEV OVV E'f€VOOV TaVTa I\€ywv, OV l\afL-
R' <:;'1 _n\' \:: <:;'I~' l' ~, , ,
{JaV€tv OtK1jV, al\l\a OLOOVat otKatos €t, ota 'Tt yap 
'" \ "l:. I , I \::, ..'\ 8 1 'I' ~" F ' or; Kat E~r;7TaTaS; Ei 0 aM} EVOVTOS' 1]V E'KEtva, ' 179. 

R ii. 256 T6 fL~ Kat oeUTEpov I KA1]e~Vat 7Tapa. aoO YEY€V1JTat. 
., ~, ~ \ , \ ~I 1"" '" , / .",

€t oE 01] Kat TO otKaLOll 1]11 Ell TatS' atTtaLS, Em TOV 
~ I ..... 1/~ , , I , 'A I , 

1]fLapT1]KOTa XWPE/,V €OEt T1]V 0Py1]V~ OV fLa uta T1]V 
R \ ,<1\ ,~ , ,'\ .. 1/
{JOVI\1]v OI\1]V. OtJOE yap EI\€tTOtJpYOtJW£lI, E't7TOL€V"" \\::'" "\:: .... e \... \'l: Iav, a7TaVTES OVo 1]v EOEi 7TO/,EW at KI\1]aw E'~ EI\£7TO

, C'- , " " I
fLEV. 27. maTOV DE aVTOV apVOVfL€VOV TaVT1]V 
, I \ f' \ 'A If ' 

E7TOtEL T1]V KOtVWVtav Kat TO 7Tapa T1]S' fLEt,:>oVOS' ap
... ,.. 8 ..... I ,,,., \ ,~ 

X1]S' 7TpOELp1]a (U TCPOE fLEVEiV TE aVTOV Kat fL1j'" e '" ,\ "A' I , .....KWELa at 7Tptv av aVTOS' a7T tYV7TTOV TE Kat TWV 

N '\ t I "\8 \.. <I1 EtI\OV p€VfLaTWV £7TaV€1\ TJ. Kat TOtJTO OVTWS' 
• " 1 tf \ \ e' ... l' Q \ ....Eanv taXVPOV waTE Kat I\tJ EV aOtS, W {JaatI\EV, 

ypcffLfLaat OOVTOS' TOrS' TtaafLEVip p01]80vat T~V Xcf
fl , I t~' 1"\ , \ I 

ptV ofLwS ET€T1jp7jTO. 0 OE TOV fL1] Kal\€aaVTOS 
, 8" • \ ,," " ... 1.'1Iop WS' OV K€KI\1]KOTOS' fLta€t fL€V €KEtVOV, fLta€L oE 

TOVS crMovS') A~gat o~ ovo~ iv fLaKP4> O€OVV1]Tat Tip , 
Xpovq;.

'A \ \ \ '" I.' <,I \ I28. l\I\a TOVTOVS fLEIl, €t Kat fL'fJ oLKaLWS', ofLws 
, \,.. l .... ,~\ ~ Y' ,..., 
E~(IKat\(lJV n .J1'11),~O~. TOVS OE otKaLOU€VOVS'. €DW "laD-..- ... • -... I, 
" ~,,!. , '\ QI , \'1.' , o fL€ OL€'I'VY€ 7TPOT€POV, TL l\a{Jwv aVTOV 1]O£K1]KOTas 

1 fl-EA~(jEt TOU 7TUPO:; Morel (Va). 

. 

a §§ 6 f. Or. 1. 251. 
h OJ. § I and note; Petit, Byzanti01l. xxi, pp. SOg f. 
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actual person who gave the sponsor the authority to 
act so, when he did discuss an invitation at the time 
when Tisamenus was due to go off to the Euphrates. 
Tisamenus' reply was, " You get on with your job 
and I'll get on with mine "-the corn collection,a 
that is. If you were trying to deceive by this state
ment, you deserve not to punish but to be punished, 
for what earthly reason was there for you to mis
lead? If your statement was made in good faith, 
then it was your own fault that you got no second 
invitation. In any case, even if there were any 
justice in your complaints, you should direct your 
anger against the person at fault, not, in heaven's 
name, against the whole council, for, as they could 
say, " It was not all of us who provided the show or 
who defaulted upon the issue of an invitation that 
should have been made." 27. And confirmation that 
he declined this association came from the strict in
structions of his superior b that he was to stay where 
he was and not budge until he himself had returned 
from Egypt and the streams of Nile. And these in
structions were so strict that, even though they were 
countermanded by a letter of your own, Sire, when 
you acceded to the request of Tisamenus' supporters, 
he was still retained there. But, although the 
councillor who failed to invite him was correct not to 
do so, he loathes him and he loathes the others, and 
hasn't been able to stop doing so, however long the 
time since then. 

q~...,<J. Rnfv"'hi'>... ....., lYllrrhf ha""",. V C""'Y\"l~ "OU"'" f""",v,,".. ""rnnl!l~""+__ ","'",.&.0 ...... '-1... vv......... v ~'VL< UV "'v"....,J.y ....~J.".I."'" 


however unjustified, for him to punish these people. 
Yet, with regard to litigants-for I go on to men
tion a point that previousiy escaped me-how did 
he find them at fault towards him, for him to ruin 
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LIBANIUS 

, f, \ \,.. \~ I \ \ f,..
a7TON\VO'L, 1<0.£ TaVTa ota yap,oov; TaS yap aVTov 

, ,~~, \ , \,.. ... , f'f)vyaTEpas El<otoOVs 7TOI\V 7TpO T7Js TWV yap-wv '1Jp,E

R ii. ~57 pas e.lul<aAf.uas nov /YY}T6pwv T6V xopOV I O'tyaTE, 

~¢nJ, T~S O'tnS apgap,€VOt rljp'EPOV, p-'XptS av at 
I ... ).." ,,, f'

I<opat TWV vvp,'ftooV YEVOOVTat, TO 7Tpayp,a EOPT?]V 
, I I , ~ \.!1. ' ..1..' Q\ 'Q ' " OVO fLauas. TO OE ,/'" a7T0'fpas, fJl\afJ'1J p'EV TOtS F 180 

, \ 1 Q\ I Q ~, '" ... " ~ ,
OV Mjl0tJUt, pl\ap?] OE TOtS T7Js fK€£VWV OE0P-EVOtS 
..I.. '" D9 ' 8 I II ,,..'fWV?]S. l<a£Tot vyaT€paS apxoov OV 7rPWTOS;G. 

'" <:' 'I: I~ _, 'I 'I' ,\ 'I 'I" f I f ~ ,
T'[JO€ €\,€UooKEV, a.N\ Em 7rON\OtS ETEPOtS, at OE TtVES 

, ,\ '" " ''1'1' f1 ,~I<at aV7'Ot yvvatKaS ?]yaYOVTO. aN\ 0fLWS OVOE-
If' "" ~ ,.. , '1')' , ,

TEPOVS Ot yap,ot TWV otl<ooV a7r1Jyayov a.N\a TO. fLEV 
, \ 1 )..1 ~ \ ... )..1\ '''' 

EtS TOVS yafLous 'fEpoVTa ota TWV 'ftI\WV aUTOtS 
,I '" ~\J.' t"" ... t '" E7TpaTTETO, TOV apxovTa oE 'IV opav EV TOtS €aV7'Ou. 
f~\ ~ \ '\... " \ 1,Lv, ~ It. 

oot OE 7rapEtC1T1JKEt fLEV TOtS 0 T'1}V VVIL'f'IV oE~ETat 
fl ,~,... \ \ I 'I'

pa7TTOVUtV, EV oE TOtS 7TpOS TOVS p,aYEtpOVS 1\0YOtS 
C" Q f' 1 ~, Ii' f ~, \ \ , ~" ,
Ot€TPtt'EV. atS 0 1Juav at atKaL, 7rON\Ot oE EV av
..., 'f)':J: ,,' ,TOtS 7TEV1JTES, EX pat TE ,/O'av TOts yap,ots Kat 1<0,1'

,.. "".1 ' 'l}PWVTO TOtS €UTE'favWp-€VOts. 
CJO E'I" , , ,,..,, '" \ 'I ... I 
a. tT a7TO TaVT1JU£ T?]S apytas T1JS 1TON\'I}S 

It ii. 258 1TOAV:; ~V Jv 7TA1Jya'iS. TOUTO yap ~ TOUOE apx~ 
.1 ' f t' I ,~... " " " \ ~,avl<0'favT1Jv 1JOEWS toEtV, a7T atTtas Em 'T'Y]V otl(1)V 

opafLEtV, 'fOL~ Ota. rrA1JYwv I«(J.KOLS rrpo0'8E'ivat OE
, f ~ , l' f' 'I' Q 'I"" C'I

ufLov. a OEO'fwS OUTOS ET€paV, W pautMv, otK1)V 
" \' I ~,,\ f Q I \
EX€t T1JV EV XP1Jp,aut' oEt yap V7rEppatVOVTa TOV 
,~\ \ I '" 8' 8.... IOVoov TOV I<VPWV T1JS vpas Epa'1T€Vaat xpvuup, 

f ~, ,,, \, C'''' D'" e 1
XPVUWV oE OVK OVTOS TOV p'EV oE£ KaV1)O' at yvp,vov, :.1,. 

'I' ~, , 'f)" '" .1 1\ 't" .... .,
ELVat aE T1JV EU '1JTa TaU 't'Vl\aKOS, p,1JTEpa OE ypavv, 

h 

1 ol, Re., F.: o~ 11-188. 

Ii Arguments resumed in Or. 45. 10. 
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them-and ruin them, what's more, because of a 
wedding? When he was getting his daughters 
married, long before the wedding day he summoned 
all the members of the bar to him and told them, 
" Starting from today, you will stay silent, until the 
girls are wedded and bedded," and he called all this 
a holiday. In fact, it really was a ban, harmful to 
the advocates who could not plead and to the clients 
who needed their eloquence. 29. Yet it is not the 
first time a governor here has had his daughter 
married: it has happened in plenty of other in
stances. Some have even got married themselves. 
But for all that, in neither case did marriage deflect 
them from the administration of justice: the pre
parations for the ceremony were performed by his 
friends, while the governor could be seen fulfilling 
his proper duties. But this fellow stands over the 
bride's dress-makers, and spends his time debating 
with the cooks, but people involved in court actions 
-and many poor people among them-were bitter 
against the marriage and cursed the ,vedding party 
and all its finery. 

30. Then, after this prolonged inaction, he busily 
engaged himself with floggings. This was the char
acteristic of his administration-a kindly eye for 
accusers, haste in moving from accusation to punish
ment, and, above and beyond the evils of corporal 
punishment, the imposition of imprisonment. And 
this imprisonment, Sire, involves another punish
ment too, a financial one.a Anyone who crosses the 
threshold must cosset the turnkey with a piece of 
gold, and ifhe hasn't got one, then he must sit there 
stripped naked, his clothes taken by the jailor, and 
his old mother, if the prisoner has one, has to wander 
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LIBANIUS 

" ,/ ~ ~ ~ I \ I " tl 
H1T€P €'1J 'Tep O€OEfJ,EVep, 7Tl\aVWfJ,EVTJV aYELp€W OO'OV 

(1V 	 7TpOaatTOVaa 3VV1JTat. 31. oi fJ,~V oov aMoL 
, \ \ , .... " 'A" '" , ..... 

fJ,E'Ta 'Tas 1T1\1Jyas TOtS OLK€WLS a'f'Haav 'TOV TOUTO 

8' " ~I 	 ,,.. " "',/..
7TE1TOV O'Ta KaL La'TpOtS 01J Kat ta'TpWV 'f'apfJ,aKOLS, 

t ~ " I '0'\ , '\' ", ... o Of 7T€fJ,1TEt 'TOUS a MOVS a7TOI\OVfJ,EVOVS 'TotS EV 'To/ • 

O€O'fJ,W'TTjptep KaKoLs. Ka~ ei fJ,EV [ ~ mhov avafJ,L. F ISlj 
I JI\ ,\ .... t , If" ! ' 

fJ,V1JaKWV EI\V€V 1J 'TOtS V1T1]pE'TalS 1JV avafJ,LfLV1JaK€W j
'c I 	 'I J;'8 ,..~", \I
E'~ovata, fJ,E'TplWT€POV av '11\ E, VVV 0 avaYK1J 1TpOS • 

1ToMwv y6va'Ta 1TpOa1TWEI,V OU 1TaV'TWV 'To. 'TOlaU'Ta ;. 

al80UfLEVWV, 'TWV 8' 0..0 €7TLEtK€a'TEpWV ot fJ,Ev aaxo
\ 1 • ~) H" ,I.. 1 ~ 1 I l' ,
Mav, 0(, 0 aN\0 'Tt 'f'1JaaVTEI) owa€tV fJ,EV E£1TOV 'TTjV 

I 'In ~I '~I 0 "" ~, I
XaptV, EVVVS uE ou ouvaa CLl. 'Tep uE fJ,aKpOT€pOV 

R ii. 259 'TO I KaK6v. 

Et'" '''/'' \ 8 • I ~ \I32. 	 tT av fJ,1J 'f'll\aV PW1TOS aKovaTl, oEwa 1TE

f) ' ,/.. , '''',I..' ,... fA'
710V EvaL 'f'1Jat Kat 'TTl 'f'va€£ TTl au'TOV 7Tpoa1JKOJ1TOS 

, I I 0 ' " \' f I
OVOfJ,Q..'TOS aTEp€O' at OUK aWXVVOfJ,EVOS 7T1\1Jyas ETE

, 'A' ~ I , "'t, , 
pas Tas Ka'Ta 'TWV OU ovvafJ,EVWV Ha1Tpar" at 'TOVS 
,~ I " I I I A 

OU ovvafJ,E'VOUS E'K'TtaaL KaL'TOt 'TL fJ,tapw'TE'pOV TOU 

fL~ 3VvaaOat fJ,EV A~yEtV WS [OVX]l OV'TW 'T0v-r' lxp~v,
,." ~\ A' J" '" ,.. ~J'TTjS Ot; TWV €La7Tpa'T'TOfJ,EVWV a1TopLas a1TaL'TEW OLKas 

\ " I tl \,... I 
'TOUS TETaYfJ,EVOUS EW7Tpa'TTHV; OfJ,OLOV yap 'TOUTO 

,.., \ ""'" A' "y" \
"IE Tep 7Tapa 'TWV La'TpWV a71aLTHV ,:>WV'Tas 'TOUS TE

I ", '} "" ,..., I ")..,,f)V1JKO'Tas. OU'T! yap EK€l,VO TWV €XOV'TWV fG'TL 'f'VGtV 
'" I "')~ J ,,~ 1 I,J. I 

'TOU'TO TE TWV aovvaTWV. Kav OELPTl 'TLS TOV 0'f/E/,
\ I ~ I \, J. 1\ ,,, J ~ I ,
1\0111'0.., TO U(f.PfJ,Q.. fLEV a'f'EII.OL'T 0..11, XP1JfJ,a'Ta Of TOV 
", " '"0''' " / fOUK EXOV'Ta EX€£V OVK €a 071WS av 1TOI/t]CJ€£€V. 0 

~ \ , \ I I' I ~ I . '["]2'R ii. 260 oE' 'TOUS !UV 71paK'TOpas, Et fL1J ovvaWT av Et,G

l oux 111:88.: "deletum maIlem," Re. 
2 F. suggests deletion of &.v. 

a He contravened the provisions of C. Th. 9. 3. 6, among 
others. 
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around getting whatever she can get by begging. 
31. Well, other governors, after imposing a flogging, 
used to release the victim to his relatives, to doctors 
and their potions, but this fellow sends the "'retches 
to their death through ill-treatment in prison. And 
if he recollected them and released them, or if his 
underlings had the power to make him recollect 
them,a his progress would be a more reasonable one. 
As it is, one must go on one's knees before many 
people, not all of whom respect such attitudes; 
again, more decent folk adduce as an excuse either 
lack of time or something else, and say that, though 
they will grant them this, it cannot be done straight~ 
away. So for the victim, the agony is prolonged. 

32. And then, if he is not called generous, he says 
that he is badly treated and is not given the title 
that befits his character, though he has no qualms 
about inflicting fresh floggings upon people who can~ 
not extract the sums due from those who cannot 
pay them. b Yet what could be more disgusting than 
not to be able to say that this course of action 
should be undertaken, and yet to punish the ap
pointed collectors of taxes for the impoverishment 
of those who cannot pay them? It is just like ask
ing of doctors that 'they should bring the dead to 
life. That is unnatural, but this is impossible. If 
you flay a debtor, you may take the hide off him, 
but you can't make a man of property out of someone 
who doesn't have it. But he says that it is right 
for the tax collectors, if unable to gather the due 

b The decurions had been made responsible, both in their 
nll1"CU"1'1C! anA ;n +h;::l~"'1"\"..,..nA1"tT1' ~.t'\"" f.hD .(1n11o.1\+;I\" ",,p+...rh:11'l-a ~nrJt'".. VV./Ii,l;U _.l..H.A. .I..LA. "I."""JL.I. t'.l ""Y"""" "J" .l.V',," \.f....'" ""V~'.'...."'.'iVL4 V4 w"..... l.4. ......... , u....... u 


were beaten if they did not collect the sum assigned, ct. Or. 
45. ~4, 47. S, ~S. 16. 
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1Tpagat, O[Ka£Ov £Iva[ ~7]atv I O~KO{)EV Olivat, oiJrws If'182 
, \ t.. A' , (~, ,~ \ " ~ 11 ' 

EUTLV ,]J1;tV LaKOS, ° 0 OVOE" TOV'TO DvvaJ1;€VOS TV1T
'TE'Tat. 

SS. ToVrov OVV €aaEtS apXEw, 0,' OV 1ToMo£ J1;~V 
'I:' I \\11:"0'" \\I~I~' \\1OOVPfLO£, '1l'OMOt DE P,]Vo£, '1l'OMa DE oaKpva, '1l'OMa 
~\ I" {j" tIl \ \ < " )1 ,
DE Ka'Ta 'TWV flEWV p,]fLa'Ta; vat, TO. yap 'TWV EV 

"",) I ,\ , A I 
TOtS €pyau7"]ptO£S Kat '1l'pOS 'TaV'TaLS 'TatS TEXVatS)/ )/ '\\' " f3" ,\ (afL€t.vov f.aXEV. aM apT£ apEW.v aVTovs V7I'0

, ,J.\ t ... , t \ I:' \ 
fLE£va'll7'as ..,.,opav ° 'TWV 71'EV7]'TWV OV'Toat. K7]OEJ1;WV 

I). " r \ \ \ ,,,"(jlypa..,.,ELv ']vayKa';,E TO. '1l'Ept 'Tas flVpaS ovawv EV av
" ). " <'I , ).' t I '~I ,.. I 2

TOtS ypa..,.,wv as a..,., 0fLo£as aOLKLas 'TWV '1l'PW TWES 
" "~c. \ \ '" ,..apx0'll7'wv €DE£saV T7JV fLf.V 71'EVLaV E'1l'tTE"tVaV'TES 'TOtS 
'{)i\1 ,.. ~\, \\' , " " a A£O£S, '1l'otOVV'TES DE OV KaM£W T7JV '1l'o/UV, 'TWV 

R ii. 261 yap Jv TOtS ypa~€va£ [TWV] ~aVAOTd'TWV I [pya 
,. (I:" " , s' ,," 0'TaV'Ta. WS 0 OV'TWV TOV'TWV EK TWV Ep/rrpoa EV 
, '{)-'\\ "\ " ", ~ ,J.llXpovwv E'1l'tfJatVl.EtV €KEA€VEV ETEpa TOtS OU OLE..,.,uap-

I I 1:" \ I " " 
fLEVOtS. 34. TL 07] TO TOV'TWV atTLOV; 'TOtS ypa

~Eva£v Eis TLvas U'TOaS XP,]UdfLEVOS oovvat 'Tfjs 

ypa~fjs 'T6V J1;tafJ6v, ii aLKaLOV "iv OVK lfJ€AWV, OL
1\ '\,...." I ,J. "" \EAVUEV aVTOV €K TWV OVK avaYKaLWV ypa..,.,wv. Kat 

t \ 1/ ,J. f I:' \ 'I:' I ,,, '" 1\ 
O£ fLEV Eypa..,.,ov, Ot DE EoaKpvov EK 'TOV 1TEtV'Y}V "'EA
\ \ <;;1 \" , If" FAOV'TES TO. OtKaLa 1TpOS EKftVOVS 71'O£']UELV. opq,s, 1 

1 <TWV> F., conj. Re. 2 'TtV!S Re., F.: TLVOS' Morel (MSS.). 
3 [ A ] J.. " " ~ < <,\1" F ~ 7'WV '1'0.1)1\07'117'£01' !.pyo. 7'IlVTIl. £OS 0 OV7'WV .: 7'WII 

~IlVAOTa7'WV Epya 1'1lv.ras (7'lliha V, conj. Re.) 06V7'wV Morel 
(MSS.): 7'0/ tPIlVAoTa,7'qJ lpya 7'IlUrIlS aOV7'WV Re.: 7'WV tPIlVAO'Tll.7'WIl 

!.P'Ya. 7'aiha. O~'TOS' 0' 6V7'wV Monnier. For ws 0' read ovo'? 

II. ,,'I.':,'::,Of. Or. 16. 19 (Vol. I, p. 222 n.), 37.7. Aeacus, because 
of his piety on earth, was appointed judge in the uuderworld. 

II The collatiQ lU8t1'a1.i.~ or ch1"!JsargY1'on~ levied on trades· 
men once every five years, cf. Or. 16. 19, 46. 22 f. This 
exaction, demanded in A.D. 386 (cf. O. Th. 18. 1. 15) was 
merely part of the financial pressures of this year, to be 
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amount, to contribute it from their personal property 
-such a Grand Just Judge is he! a-but anyone who 
can't even do this gets a flogging. 

33. So will you let this fellow remain as govemor, 
when because of him there is many a moan and 
groan and tear, and many a cry rising up to heaven? 
" Yes, but," says he, " I have brought about an im
provement in the conditions of workers in the factories 
in the practice of these trades." But this protector 
of the poor, for all that they have only recently 
suffered a severe tax demand," has forced them to 
have their doorways painted," although there were 
already in existence there the signs that some 
previous governors had had done, with similar in
justice,d increasing still further the penury of the 
poor wretches and yet by no means improving the 
appearance of the city) for the job was done by the 
most cheap-jack of the painters. On the pretext 
that this decoration was old-fashioned he ordered a 
fresh coating to be put over even what had not been 
spoiled. 34. And what do you think his reason for 
all this? Wby 1 he had employed the painters on 
some colonnades, refused to pay them for their work 
in the proper way, and so got out of it by this un
necessary painting work. The painters began to 
paint, and the householders to complain, since they 
were going to pay them their due and go hungry in 
followed by a supraindictiQ of the tribute inside the next 
two months. 

I 
o An example of the consistent interference which the 

tradespeople suffered at the hands of the governors in the 
period following Iearius' interventions: (J.g. Or. 4. 27, 
54. 4S, 46. '1 ff. 

I 
If The last recorded example being little more than a year 

beforet under lcarius, Or. 27. 31. 
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1'(3 , ... "" " "(:,,W aO'Lf\fV, 'TOU apxOV'TOS 'TOV 1TOVOV; E1Tf'Ta':,fV EV 
'\ ' \ '\ () ,.. 1 'l" ~,,'
Of\~yaLS avMa",aLS. OVK 7]V aV'T€t1Tf/,V 'TOtS €1Tt'Ta'T'TO

I , )... '" ... <" ~ C)5 r N 
fLEVOLS. a'f'TJpovv 'T7]S EaV'TWV 'TpO'f'lfS' a. 0 0 

d~OPfL~V dOVpfLWV 1TapaO'x Wv 'Tir 1TO>'E£ 1TWS av 

R ., >I ,\ I I '" , I' I, ,\ \ n. ~62 € t7] KaMLW 'T7]VOE 1TE1TOL7]KWS 'T't}V 1TOf\W; EyW fLEV 
\ \ ')' , I .... fJ 

yap 'TO 'TOUS a1TOpovs EV1TOpW'TEpOVS 1TOtEtV wpav 
t '" I) f~\2~' 't ......, I )/

7]yoUfLaL 1TOI\EWS, Oot 0 au 'TWV E'VavnWV atnos 
~fL'iv ots 'TE d1TOV 'TO.J'TOLS 'TOtS 1TEpt'T'TOtS Kat ors 

') ,.., , \ ,\~" '') '" 
EpW. 'TO us yap au-TOVS 07} 'TOV'TOUS 'TOUS EV 'TOLS 
~ I " \' ,... \
€pyaO'1'YJptotS K€I\EU€t 'Tpml\aO'tov €V 'TTJ VUKn 1Tap

I \,.. '{} 1" "i ...... I
EX€W 'TO 1TUp. 1T0 €V OW €l\atoV 'ToO'OU'TOV 1Tp£WfLaL 
''''' , \,... ... \ I " 1 ()

'TO ota 'TO 1TOI\V 1TVp 'TOU'TO 1Tf\EWVOS 7J 1TPO(J EV 1TW
\! I \,,., ...... , I 
f\OUfLEVOV,' 1TOO'OV fLOt 'TO 1Tapa 'TWV XEtPWV apyv-

I ~, , A I " A)

pWv; 1ToO'a ot av'TOV p,OL Y€V7J'TaL; 'T(. 1TpOS 'TOV'T 
, ,.. T '<>6" ... ......,
EpEL wafL€vos; ". EV 'TOtVVV 'Tlf} KatpCf! 'T7Js ava

1\ ... \, lIt.' I 
1TaVf\7Js, 'TOLOV'TO)l yap apxofLEV1J VV{,) EK'Tapa'T'TE£ 

'TO~S 'TaAamclJpovs 'TaLS Ka'Td. 'TWV ()vpwv 1TA7Jya'ts 
,\ \1 ( ... )... \ ... , '\ \... \ as 1Tf\7]'T'TOVO'tv Ot 'TW)I 'f'VI\WV €7TLfLEI\7J'Tat 'TCf! 1TEpt 

1 )... '() '''')...e''' ... \) ,'TaV'Tas 'f'0"'Cf! fL7J oLa'f' apELEV 1TOtOVV'TES 'T't}v avay-

R ii. 263 K7JV 'Toil 1TVpOS. I 0.0 ytyvOfL€VOV oloa fio~(JaO'av 
yvvatKa ~pav avw()€v, on 1TWS av a~at ovvalfL7Jv;'e " >1\' I I ...s '\ \ .,'" , F S 1T0 EV av El\aLOV fLot YfVOt'TO 'T'[} 'iTOI\VV 7Jo7J Xpovov 1 •• 
~'\ " ' CJ7 ' \ \ \ 1 ..., 1
€f\awv fL7J YEYEVfLEVTJ; a. al\f\a 'TOV'TCf! 'TOU'T €tvat 

'''' ... , , ... \, 1
VEaVLKOV OOKE!. 'TO KEI\EVO'Cl,t Kat 'TO 1T€1TpaYfL€vov
,'" " , ~, "" ""4 )... I " ,
LOELV, ft oE otKaLOV 7J fL7J, €L avfL'j'€POV 7J 'Tovvav-

I ,,,,,, , '" \e' ., \ 
nov, auoEtS /\oyos. Kav EtO'E/\ wv ns ws av'TOV 

... 'l' '" , )... 1\ >I ~ , e'" \ ...
'TWV ELvaL OOKOVV'TWV 'f'LI\WV Et1TTJ 'Ta/\7J 7] 'iTEpt 'TOV 

1 'TV om. Re. (MSS. except V). 

II oot F.: au Re. (MSS.). 


3 'Tfi Re. (MSS. except V): 'TOV F. (V). 

4 El F. ~ ~ Re4 (lt18S.). ' 

a Of. Or. 45. 5. 
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the process. Observe the energy displayed by our 
governor, Sire. He issued his orders in a few short 
syllables,a and there was no arguing about it. So 
they had to deduct the sum from what they had to 
live on. 35. Ifhe has given the city cause for lamenta
tion, how could he possibly have improved the ap
pearance of this city? In my opinion, to increase 
the resources of the destitute is to make a city boom: 
this fellow, however, has been responsible for the 
exact reverse, both by the excesses already men
tioned and by those I now proceed to relate. These 
very same people in the factories, for instance, he 
orders to triple the street lighting at night. b "And 
where can I buy so much oil, now that it costs so 
much more than before because of this huge lighting 
programme? How much is the money I earn from 
my trade? And how much do I actually get because 
of it ?" What has Tisamenus to say to that? 36. 
Anyway, at the time of rest, that is at nightfall, he 
scares the poor wretches out of their wits in case 
their doors should be knocked in, by reason of the 
watch committee G battering on them and demand
ing the lamps to be lit. I know that, one time when 
this happened, a widow woman started crying up
stairs, " How can I light them? Where can I get 
the oil from? For long enough now I've never had 
taste of a drop of it." 87. This fellow thinks it a 
grand thing to issue his order and to see it put into 
effect. He doesn't care twopence whether it is right 
01' not or whethei' it is of any use or not. Even if 
some of his so-called friends come and tell him the 

b Cf. Or. 16. 41 (Vol. I. P. 237 n.), Tisamenus evidently 
attempts to improve this street lighting system. • 

C For epimeletae cf. Or. 24. 26 (Vol. I. p. 508 n.). 
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I \ I ,.. [j \ ,.. "'" I:'TTpa:yp,a:ros Kat 'TTapatV€u'[J 'TT€'TTaVuua£ I\1]P€W €U0f,;€. 
I I t \,.. <;:1 "'I t 

Ka£To£ ns 'I} 'REpt TOUTO U1TOVU1j, 'RVP EI.Va£ TOa-
A , [j <;: I ,.. 1\ " 'I ,..

OVTOV EV KaVEVUouU'[J 7!J 'TTOI\Et; OU yap av TOtS 
Q I", "" ',,..,..../.. 1\ I:

KaV€VuouatV E£1] av Tt 'TTap aVTOV TOtS TE 't'vl\af,; tV 
" I,,.. , ,,,, 

a1ToXP1} TO apxawv' KaKovpyovS "IE OVK EaTtv €t
~ tI \ I"., ~\ , tMI< 

'TTHV 'l}TTOVS p'EV YEyoVEva£ VVV, ELVat u€ 'TTPO TOV 
\ I ..'\\'" " ,.. IQ I' \'TTI\EtOVS. W\I\ Eanv a'TTav TOVTO p,f.V1}S Kat aaEI\

, I,.. '" 1...1.. 1,/ ,.., , '/ I 
YEtaS Ken TOV jl/1}OEV 'fPOVTt,:;€'V TWV EV 'TTEV£q. !oWV-

TWV. 

38. EfTCt P,€ Ep~aETat TtS, El 0€OWP006K1}KEV J 
" Q , <;:\ ,.. , "'" 'f} """ avvpw1ToS. Et uf. TOVTO P,€V OV, aU:: 1}KE OE OVTW 
\, It" I ~~I 

TOVS apx0p,€VOVS) ws 1}Kovaas p,ov atuaUKOVTOS, 
, {jl' \'" \, , ( " 

ayauoS' Ean KaKOS WV, E1Tf.' p,'fJ XP1]p,aTWV Et
')2 , " \ '" I ,\ I " ../.. \VEKa EaTt KaKos; f.yw af. aVTOV P,€V OV 't'1]p" 1\0,

fJE'iv, AafJ€W o~ €TEPOVS OU1 TOVTOV TWV p,~v &'OtK€iv 
I " ,."" ...I..'TTpoa£povp,€VWV E7Tt. T€ TOVS K1}0f.UTas KaTa'fEv-

I I I , ,(.' \...1..' \ \ ,
YOVTWV Kat TOl' T01YrOV aO€I\'t'0v Kat T'I}V TOVTWV.\ 

I 'I'", I , I \' .R ii. 264 p,1}T€pa Kat TOV OVa€'TTW'TTOTf. Tatrr7JV l\V1M]aa:PTa F 185.[ 
TOV fJeATtUTOV laTp6v, JJv €KaaTOS OTOV p,V1]a8d1},; 

,.., , II \ ,,(.' A II 'I" l:' \ ) 'l'1 t ... 
TOVT EVVVS €aEL 'TT€'TTpaxvat, rJV UE OVX OWl' T€ op,ou 

I I I ,.. \' "" Kat TOUS Vop,OVS KpaT€tV Kat TOVTOVS K€pOaWEtv. 
t r:;: \ , I r:;: Q' f' f I '" 

Ot o€ €K€pUa£VOv Kav €KaaT'fJV 'fJp,€pav. OVK apa 
,.. It... ,.. t ",I '<;:' [j ,

TOLS Vop,0£s V'lT'I}PXE KpaT€W. °O( TO ovvaauaL TOVS 
I '...I..' ''/ , \ 'I''I '" vop,oVS a't'atpOVp,EVOS aW";,f.tV av aVTOVS' OUTOS' 00

'" I I " " \ , "'~ AKOt; Tt yap; Et TO xpvatOV €tS P,€V Tas TOUOE x€t,pas 
, " , r:;:1 If' 8' ,

OUK €PXO£TO, EtS O€ Tas €TEPWV TOVTOV 'TT€p''ROVTOS, 

~ffOV T6 8tKa£ov EK 8WpoooKlas a'7T6AWA€V; 39. out 
1 <TO> wVp ins. F. 

2 <EtVEICtt> ins. F. Possibly <X&'ptv>. ·."II Td.s T<dV hEpWV A, Re. (conj. TttS T<dV ~alpwv). ..'I
G Gf. note on § 1 above. Libanius walks warily here, 

drawing a delicate distinction between personal responsibility 
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truth about what is going on and advise him to stop, 
they are held to be talking nonsense. Yet why all 
the eagerness on' this point, for so much lighting in 
the city while it sleeps? No good results from it 
for the sleeping populace, and the lighting that 
existed before was good enough for the police. You 
can't tell me that there has been any decrease in the 
number of criminals now, or that there were more of 
them previously. All this business reeks of drunken 
insolence and disregard of the folk who live in poverty. 

38. Then someone will ask me whether the fellow 
has gone in for bribery. If he has not, but has yet 
brought his subjects to the state of which you have 
heard me ten, is he a good man, for all that he is a 
rascal, just because his rascality is not for money? 
I will not go so far as to say that he has taken 
bribes himself, but others have done so because of 
him a: some, who deliberately choose to act un
lawfully, have recourse to his sons-in-law, his brother, 
his mother and that excellent physician who has 
never done anything to distress her. When any of 
these mentions something, it must needs be done 
on the spot, for it was not possible for the laws to 
prevail and, simultaneously, for this lot to make their 
pickings. And make their pickings they did, every 
single day, and so the laws could not prevail. If he 
deprives the laws of their power, how can he be 
regarded as their protector? Why! if your gold 
piece greases not his palms, but those of other people 
at his direction, is it any the less true that justice 
is subverted by bribery? 39. Thus whenever a man 
for bribery and the improper exercise of family influence 
that encourages it. Eutropius (Or. 4. SO fr.) is more directly 
attacked on this issue. 
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) I t '\' ,,)... '\ '" I ~ '\ '\) ) <;;:' , 
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1 1TEPl, F.: V1T~P Re. (MSS.). 2 cf;r; F.: 0 Re. (MSS.). 

a Of. Or. 45. 6. Innkeepers were always suspect on this 
account. b Or. 45. 8, 31 f. 
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commits a serious crime and legal deterrents exist, 
he just laughs at them, for he knows that all he has 
to do is to scurry to the son-in-law, cash in hand; 
the son-in-law goes to his wife's father, and as a 
result of these fine interviews and discourses, justice 
is bamboozled and done for. He never had anything 
to do with income of such a sort-Oh no !, but he 
allowed it to others, and though he did not increase 
his property from that source, he has increased the 
household of a wicked man. 40. Many innkeepers 
assist brigands to make money from murders, without 
touching a penny themselves a: it is gain enough for 
them to have obliged the criminals. And Tisamenus 
sits there in judgement on people like them! Yet I 
know of people who have been innocent both of 
taking bribes themselves and of causing others to 
take them, who have yet harmed the cities by their 
other deficiencies and are particularly disliked be
cause of the other troubles they have caused: they 
are not held to be good simply because they have 
never indulged in corrupt practices. 41. So, even if 
in this aspect of the matter everything was in his 
favour, he would still be in difficulties from other 
considerations. He has continued to add to the 
number of prisoners: he never lets one out either 
for trial or execution,b and the consequence is that 
it is a much easier matter for the prisoners to give 
up the ghost than to see their bones sticking out 
through their hides. He packs the jail full of bodies 
frw ('>VI"l'V nnQsihlp "PlHU'\Yl an..:! ""',,,.d.....'" +h""", ,,..,..:/"'''-""' ............... ~ J r ........... .......... ....,.. ... --""'-'.I.~ J,.J.\,A .J,.I. .... I.A.J. ,-,.0 V1..Lvvv UJ..lU\",J. 


arrest by their very numbers. 42. The majority of 
them never deserved this punishment: not even 
those who deserve to be punished by death, deserve 
it by a death like this. The law has their heads 
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II Of. Or. 30. 38 n. Xen. lIell. 4. 4. 17. 
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chopped off: it doesn't suffocate them with over
crowding. In this case, the quickness of the act is 
to the victim's good. But this fellow here is so quick 
to arrest and so slow to come to a decision. In fact, 
he is more frightened of court hearings than children 
are of the bogey-man,a and he thinks that being a 
governor is to proceed to lunch through a mass of 
drivel. 

43. So free your cities of such ills and send us a 
man of sense who is eager to work, a doer rather 
than a talker, and one who will use persuasion rather 
than compulsion, a helper of the poor rather than 
their oppressor, who will distinguish what is and 
what is not possible, and recognize a time for flogging 
and a time for threatening-in short, a man who is 
nothing at all like this plague here. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE ORATIONS UPON THE RIOTS OF A.D. 387 

THE narrative of the Autobiography shows Tisamenus 
leaving office and the sudden outbreak of the riots 
following almost immediately. Here, says Libanius, 
thl"Ough the intervention of evil spirits, imperial 
portraits were stoned and statues demolished in a 
furious outbreak of popular violence. There fol
lowed a panic exodus from the city, for it was feared 
that the soldiers would be let loose upon it, but it 
,vas saved from such a fate largely by his own inter
cessions with the newly-arrived commissioners of in
vestigation. Such a crisis caned for many speeches 
on his part, an9 these were uniformly successfu1.a 

However, he adds (Or. 1. 254) that the numbers of 
his audience declined thereafter in consequence of 
governmental opposition. 

/I Or, 1. 259: €TI!:POS' apxwII, N' ou Ta oEwoTura '1ToMp.,Q) 
~ ~ I ~ 'I: ~ f) \ 'f) • \ \. •'1TOll1)PWV ou~p.,OVWV 005 allTU KEKtll1)U at, lit O~ TIE fm TOllS EV -rat, 

yp~uis pautMas EK XIOtpwII epxop.,fVOt, Kat ~V '1ToAuS' 0fo~os, XaAKut 
T€ €iKOV€S Ota y~S IAK6Jt€VoI p~JtaTa T€ l'lTt TOUS TWV oAwv KlIplollS 

I I • .! I \ 'f) ~." \\ \ <;>1 ImKpO'Ttf.pa '1TavroS' U'I't"p.,Eva III Oll at a '11011/1(1£ 0'rJ JtlOTavaUTUUEtS', 
, .,,' f). \ ',.1.#' \'.! I 'f) ,WS' OVK ov p.,IEVOVTt (JW 'rJvat, Kat 0 'l""vywv 1'011 ov 'l'EVl'ovra E P'I]VEl. 

, \ " A '\ I .! I \ <:> I >\ '<:! Wt }EV fU;V OUV 'Ta£s M7Ttu£ KUTaUKU'I'UI, TO Of EIl7TtOOS f~W UW'T'I]ptu. 
(~53) TOtl'TOV 8~ Kal aUTds arTtOS "lva£ J80KOVV' ,\61'0£. Tfit' \ ~T ,\'",,,TJ[.LfpWClaS Kat oaKpVO't 'TOVS (Em T1JV UptO'tv 'l]1(OV'TUS' ypu[.L[.La-rwv 
I ~ "8 , ..... '" t I 8 T' \ ,A epav limit OV ••• Ka~ TOVTO epyov '1/YWJtf a 'T'I]' vx~r Kat 7TpOUE'T't 

"Ie TO~S 7ToAAovs A6yovs 7TEP~ JtlV 'T'~V uJT~v 7Tfi'lTO''rJJtEvovr Vrr68euLv, 
••• a&~uvrar at EO lXELV. 
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LIBANIVS 

There is no doubt that Libanius prides himself 
consistently upon the positive role which he played 
as sophist in this crisis. His various references to it 
aU contain the characteristic note of self-congratula
tion or of depreciation of his opponents,a but the 
evidence for the whole series of events is fun of un
certainties. Thus Zosimus, deceived by Libanius' 
posture in Orations 19 and 20, talks of Libanius, 
chosen as Antiochene envoy, successfully pleading II 

before the emperor in person. Sozomen C makes an 
error ofchronology in sandwiching his story of the 
incident into the account of the usurpation of 
Eugenius. From Libanius himself little can be de~ 
duced about the details of time; from the other eye~ 
witness, Chrysostom, equally little about details of 
the events themselves; from neither can any certain 
conclusion be drawn about the financial demand 
which caused this explosion of feeling. 

The relationship between Libanhis and Chl'ysostom 
has indeed been a point of controversy J mostly inter
preted to the disadvantage of Libanius. Chryso
stom's Homilies, delivered during the course of the 
investigation and the weeks thereafter and exactly 
contemporary with the events, give some precise 
indications of chronology (e.g. for the outbreak of 
the riots, the departure of Bishop Flavianus to Con
stantinople, his return on Easter Day, a week after , " 

···:: 
'···.··...·1'·.:a B.g. Or. 32, 34. 12 if., 63. 9. 

b ZOSlI 4. 41 : tLLpoiJvrw, 'Tolvvv }l.t#d.v~6;: T£ 'TO;.' COq;:A1'T~V •••
• '1\ I \, \ J. \ \ \ ~, , ~ 

Kal, lIapLOY. Kill, 0 P.f;Y aO'f'wTTJ' TOY 1Tf;P' '1'1/. <:rra(J€WS ll!!TqJ Tf f.: 
R ,~ \ ~ 1\" \ " \ Q 'f ~ ~t/"'au.A€. KilL 'I'll yepO!J(fLIf /\0"101' "'1TWI' LOXUqf '1'01' /",CL(JLIlfIl P."TCL(JTfjual, 

····1'.1..'~ 
.7"~~ KG/fa ' ...A.vT!'{)X1wv opy!1S'- O)tJ1'E dr~IA€l TOUrtp Kat 'TOJI WEpl 76)~ r 

3taAAaywv €TnOliI'UL, Tf'M.WS 1'OU j3a(Jt'M.wS' TO 7TPOS T~I' 1TO'\£JI €XOoS 
a.1To8fpiJ!ou. c Sozom. H.E, '7, :i?S. 
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the receipt of the news of the imperial pardon), as 
well as some insight into the course of events in the 
intervals. Libanius, however, certainly composed 
these orations after a settlement had been reached. 
His narrative shows so many coincidences of detail 
and of language with Chrysostom that Goebel, fol
lowed by Baur, conjectured that at the time of com
position he had before him and deliberately imitated 
the Homilies already current in Antioch.a The para
dox of such a view is heightened by the fact that the 
Christian and the pagan each seem deliberately to 
have ignored the other in this flood of oratory. Apart 
from a casual sneer at Flavianus by Libanius and an 
equally casual reference to classical rhetoric which 
is probably a sneer at Libanius, II there is no indica
tion of any religious confrontation or co-operation 
at this time. Libanius insists, in fact, that pagan 
and Christian are to be treated alike. The coinci
dences of content and form are to be explained by the 
common subject-matter and the common rhetorical 
store of topic and rule, which made any account with 
pretensions to accuracy and to plausibility inescap
ably similar to another. Plagiarism on this issue by 
Libanius would be, the more unlikely since it would 
almost certainly have been noted immediately. 

The Orations to the Emperor (Or. 19 and 20) may 
perhaps be regarded somewhat differently. If co
incidence was unavoidable, why should Libanius 
compose these orations when he did and in the way 

I 
!! Goebel, pp. 19 IT. compares Hom. 21 (the oration of 

Flavianus) with Or. 19, to reach this surprising conclusion. 
b Flavianus, "not at home," Or. 19. 28. Demosthenes' 

self-cure, of. Jo. Chr. Hom. 1.9 (ef. Lib. Dem. Hypoth. 10 f., 
vol. viii. p. 603 F.). 
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he did? There is no such question about Chrysostom. 
His Homilies are strictly contemporary with the 
events and are designed to sustain and improve the 
morale of his flock. Composition, delivery and pub
lication of these addresses are immediately linked 
with the circumstances. In the case of Libanius, 
however, this immediacy is lost. All the orations 
except Oration 23 were composed after the con
clusion of the whole affair. In the case of Orations 
21 and 22, miniature panegyrics upon the two com
missioners, this is natural enough, since they are 
personal thanksgiving for services rendered during 
the emergency even though publication was delayed 
by the perfectionism of the author. Orations 19 and 
20, although purporting to be pleas presented to the 
emperor at the time, were manifestly composed after . 
the event. In this they are no less fictitious than 
his self-claimed status of ambassador. They could 
not have exerted any influence upon the course of 
events, nor were they intended to do.a Yet, as the 
Autobiography indicates, they were published-unless 
Libanius is there guilty of the grossest deception
and they had purpose. This was, at least in part, to 
do with the maintenance of his professional prestige. 
As fictions they are on a par with Chrysostom's 
Twenty-first Homily--expressions of the speaker's 
views and of what might actually have been said in 
the situation, and like it, they are designed to 
instruct and comfort their audience, whether at 
first- or second-hand, in civic or in court circles. 
Significantly enough, Chrysostom speaks of Christian 

a OJ. P. Petit, "Recherches sur la publication et la diffusion 
des discours de Libanius," Historia, V. (1956), pp. 493 ff. 
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converts gained by the activities of Bishop Flavianus 
and the monks during this crisis.a Libanius in 
Oration 23 concentrates upon the immediate task of 
rallying the 'backsliders to their Hellenic duty, but 
it was no less important that the social virtues of 
Hellenism and of classical culture should after the 
event not be regarded as having gone by default 
before a Christian emperor whose government, for 
all his good professions, had shown increasing in
decisiveness in everything except religious partiality 
and fiscal repressiveness. It was no accident that 
the keyword was "reconciliation,H just as it had 
been under Julian. The pagans bad to be assured 
that they too were to be included in this settlement 
not merely for the present but also for the future. 
At the same time, Libanius was, as sophist of his 
city, acting as the mouthpiece of the curial class, 
who were willy-nilly held responsible for civic order, 
by imputing responsibility to the more unstable 
sections of the community, the claque, the mob, 
and the wealthy non-curial classes. The arguments 
of class and culture combine in these pleas for a re
storation of good order, as they had done in the Pro 
TempUs and the De J7inctis for its maintenance. 

I 

As for the fiscal demand which caused the disturb
ance, there is much vagueness. The church historians 
speak of it as intolerable, a term used by Libanius 
(Or. 46.22) to describe the chrysargyron, and as new, 
which the chrysargyron was not, since it had been 
levied only the year before (Or. 33. 33). Libm:rius 
connects it with demands for Theodosius' decennalia 
and Arcadius' quinquennalia, that is aurum coronarium, 

I 
due in A.D. SS8. The pressure, however, is much 

a De Anna, 1. 1; Migne. P.G. liv 634. 
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more immediate, and the classes subjected to it 
wider than the usual decurions. This extraordinary 
tax, in view of the vagueness and contradictions in 
the sources, seems to be most probably a supra
indiction of the tribute.a At any rate, it was the 
propertied classes who initiated a peaceful protest. 
Their lead was followed by the mob, who rapidly 
turned protest into riot, looting and arson, and 
attacked the imperial statues, under the leadership 
of expert rabble-rousers. The governor remained 
momentarily inactive, taken by surprise, and a panic 
flight of the horrified populace immediately took 
place, decurions leading, and there was a mass 
evacuation of the city, in fear of military reprisals. 
Libanius remained at his post, deserted by all but 
a few of his pupils and of his associates from the 
upper classes, of whom Olympius was the most 
notable. Martial law was instituted immediately, 
and a commission of investigation, composed of the 
magister militum Ellebichus and the magister officiorum 
Caesarius, pagan and Christian respectively, de
spatched nom Constantinople. Bishop Flavianus 
had already set off to court to plead for the city, 
and the monks came down from the hills to intercede 
with the commission. Along with the imposition of 
martial law, the decurions had been arrested, Antioch .., 

,.
··'1'11·:· 

I 
· :;;deprived of its metropolitan and urban status, all 

public amenities-circus, baths, theatre-closed, and 
these disabilities remained while the commission con
tinued its work, until Caesarius was sent in haste to 

··•.::·'.1:recommend leniency to the emperor, while Ellebichus :~ 

a OJ. Petit, Vie municipale, p. 146; Browning, I.R.S. 
(1952). pp. 14 f. 
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remained in charge in Antioch. By Palm Sunday 
the news had been rushed to Antioch that Theodosius 
had graciously consented to pardon the city for its 
late misdemeanours, and it regained its status and 
privileges. 

The consistency and efficacy of Libanius' support 
of his city cannot be denied, but the enmities which 
he made in doing so then and afterwards, as for in
stance with Thrasydaeus, were to affect him adversely. 
The supporter of the decurions in A.D. 387 becomes 
the most vocal critic of the curia in the next year, 
while his feud with the konorati and various governors 
continued unabated. His oratory throve upon the 
opposition which caused his influence and position 
to decline. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

There is great variation in both manuscript density 
and editorial tradition in these orations. At the one 
extreme, Oration 23 survives in six manuscripts only, 
its single excerpt in Macarius appears under a false 
title, and it received no pub1ication until A.D. 1754. 
At the other, the two Orations to tke Emperor can 
boast a density of twenty-six manuscripts each, and 
Oration 19, in particular, can boast an editio princeps 
in A.D. 1517, along 'with at least five other editions 
and two translations antecedent to Foerster's work, 
the relationship with John Chrysostom's " Homilies 
on the Statues" being chiefly responsible for such a 
concentration of editorial interest. In contrast, 
Orations 21 and 22, while fairly heavily represented 
in the manuscript tradition with seventeen MSS. each 
(which is fair testimony to the interest aroused by 
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both form and content), were treated by two editors 
only before Foerster. The excerptors also are oddly 
divided, Planudes drawing his citations from Orations 
19-21, Macarius from Orations 21-23. 

The manuscripts common to the five speeches are 
CAPIMV. FOUl' others (B, L (=Laur. LVII 20), 
La (=Laur. XXXII 13) and Mo (=Monacensis gr. 
118» give the text of Orations 19-22. The majority 
of the others deal with Orations 19 and 20 only, 
and of the manuscripts no more than five appear as 
singletons. These, however, have an importance in 
the editorial tradition disproportionate to their 
number, since Bad. (=Laurentianus Conv. Suppr. 
Bad. 9, cf. Foerster, vol. ii, pp. 880-881) forms the 
basis for the Florentine editio princeps of Oration 19, 
and Par. 8014 performs the same service for Morel in 
his first edition of that speech. Of the variant tradi
tions, CAP universally represent the first, V the 
second. 
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\1' U'UU;y ",;y • .L U~I ~1I' VI U LV ~/H Oto(;L. ~U ....,0:;.0:; HOO, L aii", 

1842), and by a translation by 1. L. Genin (Discours 
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KATA TON rrE~ElrOTQN 
R ii. ~96 1. Tap..~v ayyEAAop..Eva 7Td.VTES' aKovop..EV) a7TavTa F ii,4 

l' , ,.. , , I , f~ , 

ELva£ p..€aTa VEKPWV, Tas TE apovpaS' TaS' TE oooVS' 

, J/ , \ ''/'' , 1\ ,\


Ta T€ OPT] 'TOUS 'TE l\o'f'0VS Ta TE (J1FT]l\a£a KaL Tas 

,/.. , ,.. ''"' \, ,'\ \ \ ,/..'
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- jIII\ \ ,t A" {j '8'TWV TE VEKpWV 'TOUS p..€V €(JTtav opvwaS' Ka£ 1Jpta, 

, ~ I t I,.. "" I 8 '\ A. I 8
TaUS DE V7TO TOV 7TOTap..ov 7TPOS al\anav 'f'€PE(J at. 

I I \' \1\ \ \1 
~. 7TpOS TOtVVV Tas ayyEI\£as 7TOTE /-,EV 7TM1TTo/-,at, 

'QI " II ,.. • \'"' I A. QI
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{J' I "" A.'" ,.. , \ ,
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p..eVOVT€S, TOUTO£S 7TEPLE7TE(JOV 7Tl\aVWfJ.EVO£ OtVTJV 
I f \ III ,.. 1\ \' , I

p..EvaUTOVS 1FPOV€VTES TOLS 7Tal\at 1\1}(JTEUOV(Jt, 7TOt1]
~\\ \ tl ,.. ,.. \"F497

(JaVTES DE 1\T}(JTas ETEpOVS Tip 7TOL'1(Jat 7TOi\V TO' 
I t I 1" \ \ I '" '\ I ' 

',J:::;~:~:v. :Ko~a~ 0,"" ~no'W~Tas ~tS av :~- ............ ','
3. 'J!0fJos yap 1Jv E7TL TOLS TETOI\p..1JfJ.EVotS' J 'f'lpEt , 

I ,.. \ I ,,.. 1''1' 
TLS. 	 7Tavv yE TOLS T€TOI\/-'1]KO(JtV aVTOLS, O'S' 1Jv 

aVTd :?VTO 7Tp,6~ ,4>vy~v 1Vd.Y~1J ~o T?,afha !avTols .••.....~,.I.·_', 
(JVV€toEVat, Et OE 'T'LS' fJ.1JT€ TWV p1]fJ.aTwv fJ.1JT€ TWV • 

4 Or. 23 ed. F. Or. 34 ed. Re. :~ 
b On brigandage c/. Or. 33. 40 etc.; endemic in certain'! 
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ORATION 23 a 

AGAINST THE REFUGEES 

1. WE all hear the news that everywhere is full of 
the bodies of the dead-fields, roads, hills, ridges, 
caves, hilltops, groves and gullies,-some a feast for 
birds and beasts, others borne by the river down to 
the sea. 2. At such tidings, I am at times shocked, 
at other times am full of reproof for the sufferers and 
feel that they have just got what they deserve in 
these consequences of their flight. You could say 
that they drew upon themselves the swords of the 
assassins. If they had stayed at home, they would 
not have suffered such a fate; but now they have 
encountered it in their wanderings, and they have 
offered themselves as a feast to those who have long 
made a pursuit of banditry, and moreover, by multi
plying the number of potential victims, they have in
duced others to take up banditry.b Who then could pity 
those who voluntarily made away with themselves? 

3. Ah, yes," it will be asserted, " but there was aU 

panic after these late outrages." Of course there 
was-amongthose who had actually committed them: 
.I\",..""{"""n",,,a "'; +h",lYl ".,."" th'" ""''''T thinO' thllt ronm"'V44U~.V'L&IJ"'''''''''I",IIU V.L .., _4,1...1. ." ~IJ ...., J' ""' ... J "".............e ~~- """_......... 

pelled their flight. But for anyone who had no part 

r'Jfal areas, Amm. Marc. 28. 2. 13. For brigandage after 
these riots cf. § 18 below, Or. 19.58, 84. 7. 

247 



LIBANIUS 

,/ , I '1" J. I "Q ' 
EpyWV €KOLVWV1jaEIl, Ell OtS aft'f'0TEpOtS UfJptS, T£ 

TOVTOV eon Bopu{3E'iaBat Kat TP€fJ-f:tv oiJl( OVTOS TOV 

R ·· J.Q,. It' , , "ll'"11. 297 'f'0fJOUVTOS; 4. o£ TO£VUV KaTaftfwaVTES OUK fav ° 
IfJ , A 11' ,,. I J: 

7Tf7Tovuaatv €t7T€W. n ow ft7] TWV ft€tvaVTwv.JO'av 
t J. ' "'o'., II ,. 'tOt 7T6pWyOTES, aM wa7Tfp UEWV TOV K7]pVsaVTos 

, ,,, ll" , '\\',,. J. ,.
WS OUK EVt awu7]vat ftfvouaLV, alv\ €V T'(} 'f'UY'(} 

I ..... t I tl \ ') , 
flov'(} 17'aatll 7] aWT7]pLa. OUTW I<EVa ft€V fpyaaT7]p£a, 

\ ~\l)' \ I '"l' " I<EVas OE otl<tas TE Kat awoLK£as a'f'EVTES TJEaav 
, ,~ , , ~ t' ,,.{j '/' l' H 

OUK EtooT£S TO uEs,0fLEVOV; KaVTauua OLS 7]aav OVOt 
\ , I " \ I "'J.. ,.

Kat 7]flwvo£ l<aL Kaft7]I\Ot, aEftvoL TE Kat Tas O'f'pUS 
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r ' t ~" \ ,. ' ''' -' \ 'o' tI '\ ISOVTWV, ° () €K I\LftOV Kat 7Taaw. aN\. OftWS E7TL 

,. \ ,.(j " " "6 \ r F lnS:ToaOVTOV 7TI\ijUOS ij7T€tyoVTO TWV KaI<WV. • Kat Ot 1 \Wi 

7TPWTO£ 8ta TOVTWV a7T0AWAOTES TOVS aAAOVS OUK :. 
"~ , \ 'o' • I \ Q ' ,fI I
€'l1aWEVOV. aM €TEPOVS f.TEpOL KaTEl\aftfJavov E7T 
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" '" , \ \ A 'J..'f) " I 
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1<'Ta> €PYa.lJrljpta, KtVa, O€ <TaS> Re. 
2 ayvoovp.€liOiJS Re. (l't!ss. except P): -p.€lias F. (P). 
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either in the words or in the acts which both involved 
such indiscipline, what need was there to fly into a 
panic of fear and trembling when there was no cause 
for alarm ?4. Well, one cannot name any injury 
suffered by those who stayed here, so why did the 
refugees not join those who stayed? It was as if one 
of the gods had told them that they had no hope of 
safety if they stayed, but that salvation for all lay 
in flight alone. So they left their workshops, their 
hou~es and tenements empty, and decamped without 
knowing who would welcome them. Here the 
owners of asses and mules and camels put on airs and 
supercilious frowns at their hiring~ since they had 
customers in plenty milling around them. 5. You 
could see women, with children, riding to beg the 
country folk, whom they did not know from Adam, 
to let them stay on their land-not in their houses, 
that's certain. There weren't buildings enough, 
and besides~ no one) would readily consort with any 
person not of his acquaintance. So death came upon 
the children, some from exposure on the bare ground, 
some even falling from the arms of those who carried 
them, and death from starvation afflicted them all. 
But still they hurried on to meet such a multitude of 
evils. 6. And those who were the first to die provided 
no lesson for the rest. These came upon the others 
in the same plight, and the example did not per
suade them to control themselves. Fearing imagi

'. 
nary disasters, they rushed headlong into the worst 

·,:1·· 

I 
possible disaster. The most foolish of them accom
panied their womenfolk, and deserve the most severe 
condemnation on both counts, whether because they 
put their wives into a panic, or because they gave 
them no encouragement to counteract their idle fears. 
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ORATION XXIII, 7-10 

7. "Well," I hear it said, "there was an inquiry, 
and the hunt was up for the wrongdoers." Yes, for 
the male wrongdoers, not for women culprits. \Vomen 
had done no harm, nor were they thought to have 
done. No one even said, or heard it said, that our 
womenfolk had taken any part in anything said or 
done on that dreadful day. 8. So what reason was 
there for our city to be bereft of its womenfolk too, 
many of whom you could see advanced in pregnancy? 
If indeed the men had to experience any trouble, 
there was some sense in their exodus, but for the 
women there . was not the scrap of an excuse. Yet, 
for all that, they started to leave, in numbers, some
times no less, sometimes even more than those of 
their menfolk, however unlikely it was that they 
would be committed to court or would endure flog
ging and imprisonment. 9. Anyway, because of 
this idle fear, after spending what money they had, 
and precious little it was, they were unable to give 
their children bread when they asked for it, and 
tearfully buried their starving brats, and then them
selves died, of the same cause, for even women who 
went a-begging couldn't get much food. Everyone 
was in need and, except for those who had retired 
to their own estates, and there were not many of 
these, there was no source from which they could 
come by it. 

I 
10. No pardon, then, can be extended to the 

womenfolk. The same would also hold good of those 
men who were not implicated in the crime. What 
need had they to take flight when it was not the 
consciousness of guilt that harried them, especially 
when Celsus, that paragon of justice/J displayed 
his qualities in this business too? When he set 
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tI Of, Or. :l4. 26 (Vol. I, p. 508 n.). Or. 33. 36. 

b In A.D. 390, however, this did happen in Thessalonika. 
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ORATION XXIII, 10-13 

himself to the matter of punishment, he was at pains 
not to execute all the males here that he could, but 
to inflict punishment only on those deserving of it. 
11. He made it clear to the watch committee a that, 
if there were any trumped-up charges, they, rather 
than the persons they committed as malefactors, 
would be executed. In fact, some beheld the flanks 
of their own people lacerated for such suspicions, and 
those who were involved by circumstantial evidence 
were brought to justice with most scrupulous care, 
and handed over to the executioner. Thus, by reason 
of the uprightness of the judge, aU unjustified fears 
had been removed. 

12. IIAh, yes," it will be said, "but the story had 
gone about that the military would be let loose on us 
in a flood, to destroy the inhabitants with spear and 
sword." But nobody knows of this ever having hap
pened when cities have put themselves in the wrong.'" 
Indeed it would be absurd to want to inflict a punish
ment which would be detrimental to the exactor of 
it, and the destruction of a city is obviously no small 
loss to an emperor: for surely a refusal to spare even 
inanimate objects is in keeping with the angry exe
cution of this act. 'So what emperor would ever 
have punished a city in such a way as to diminish 
1 • I ., 1" v • '1' t' b 

I 

nIS own rea m r o. ~ e'L even 1I any sucn 1 ac Ion y 
others formed a precedent, this emperor, at least, 
should not be thought of as ready to follow it, since 
his delight is to forgo rather than to inflict punish
ment. c The proof of this is to be found in the period 
of his reign, and in it the widespread awareness of 
pardon in plenty. Why, he has even saved those 

I 

o The customary eulogy of Thcodosius' philanthropia, of. 
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1 €~EJI7€S Cobet, F. (V): d~E)I'm Re. (other MSS.). 


2 o~ F. (V): O€ Re. (other MSS.). 
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ORATION XXIII, 13-16 


who, after aspiring to the. throne itself, were being 
hustled out to the death to which they had been 
sentenced, and let them live. So, obviously, anyone 
who feared this had no real grounds for his fear. 
14. Nor yet, I feel, was there any justification for 
the fears of all who were afraid that he would allow 
free rein for plundering property in the city, though 
some emperors have acted so in days gone by, giving 
their soldiers licence to plunder but stipulating the 
precise period of the day for this to be done. Such 
a course, I am told, is most unlikely to be taken in 
the emperor's absence, though, if he is present in 
person and decides to impose punishment in this 
way, there is no law to prevent it. 15. This you 
could have heard from men who had held many high 
imperial commands and had accurate knowledge of 
the matter. I got this information from them and 
went all around the city protesting, " Why are you 
in such confusion and alarm? Why are you invent
ing unreal fears?", but I was held to be talking 
nonsense. The exodus continued, even though they 
saw that I, who told them this, was not going to 
leave, for this, this was indeed the greatest assurance 
of reliability, that what I did was in line with what 
I said and that my remaining here confirmed my 
statements. 16. If I, while encouraging others to 
be of good cheer, behaved like one in a panic and 
decamped, they would naturally regard the lesson 
to be learnt from the circumstances to be more 
reliable. If, however, in an that I did I did not 
deviate from the way I conducted myself previous 
to the riots, then anyone who did not follow my 
example behaved improperly, unless he would assert 
that I was bent upon dying and was eager for death 
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by the sword. Yet nobody is as wretched as all that, 
however much he might resent his old age. 

17. Well, if the departure of the commons was 
disgraceful, the accusation to be levelled at the 
classes elevated above the commons is more serious 
still. These have been magistrates of cities, gover
nors of provinces and have won distinction,a and 
they might properly be grateful to the city in which 
they live and to the empire through which they have 
attained fame, marriages and wealth. Yet they 
have dishonoured all this and have done their level 
best to ruin the city for the emperor. 18. Then, if 
the brigands scattered about the countryside had 
gathered into one body and, despising the small num
bers left in the city, had plundered it, if these men, 
who delight in evil doing and have spent a long time 
engaged upon it, had finally set fire to it and its 
paltry remnants, what on earth would have been 
the position of our state, for which the emperor is 
seen to show so much consideration? But for all 
that, this high and mighty crew, who have grown 
rich on the poverty of the rest and who think it a 
scandal if they do not get their hands on the property 
of the gods, began to remove, some by night, some 
in full view of everyone, such quantities of silver that 
each one required a train of carts and a string of 
mules which groaned perforce under their burdens. 
19. What then would you say these people deserve? 
They betrayed the city; they looked solely to their 
own interests; they deposited their wealth else
where, and then, unencumbered, were ready for the 
hurried exodus. Yet they are the people who should, 
by cajolery or even by threats, have prevented and 
restrained the poor. But they commended such con
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1 EV before €tlXaZs Re. (M): bracketed F. 

a This deSertion by his students forms the' real ground of 
complaint in this speech. The numbers attending his school 
during the crisis and after fell to twelve at first, and later to 
seven; Or. 34. 14. 
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ORATION XXIII, 19-;20 


duct: they said that it was only human to wish for 
safety, as though the city owes them liability for 
the prosperity they enjoyed in it. This is the only 
benefit they have conferred on us, that, for all their 
previous protestations that they were not wealthy, 
they have now proved themselves to be possessors of 
vast fortunes by the considerable toil and trouble 
they have in depositing their hoards elsewhere. 

20. And what shall I say of the students or their 
parents ? a What else than that the students seized 
upon the event as an excuse for idleness and the 
parents, hoodwinked by their letters, were induced 
to call their sons home by letters of their own? And 
that was not the sum of their misconduct: there are 
some who, without having sent or received a single 
line, took it upon themselves to behave as they liked. 
They tied up their books,b mounted their horses, 
and crammed themselves into estates belonging, 
in some cases, to other persons, in others, to their 
own families. Others went into the keeping of 
foster mothers and fathers either of their mother or 
their father, all of a tremble, with teeth chattering 
and turning to look behind them, as though they 
were being chased, though there was no one chasing 
them nor yet eager to seize them. They themselves 
were chasing a riddance to the pursuit of oratory, 
and all this time was spent by the wretches in dining 
and wining, in misbehaving and sleeping, and, I 
would go as far as to say, in praying too, when 
they prayed tl1at this excuse for idleness should be 
stretched to the furthest limit possible. And this is 

b 8up9lpa for Libanius is usually the covering of the papy
rus book-roll (1I'~pa). 
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1 1Tavraxfj F. (CIMV): 1Tavraxot Re. (AP). 

2 1To.">..lp.ots lO'X!Jp&!'f.po~ , , , JtQ.xa~s XP"lO'L.Ut!YtfiPOL Re. (M). 

a Borrowed from Demosth. Fals. Leg. 148: c/. Or. 59. 

136, 61. 19. 


260 


http:lO'X!Jp&!'f.po
http:1To.">..lp
http:fLat\aK(.av


ORATION XXIII, 20-22 


the chief reason to be annoyed "'ith them, for they 
left without breathing a word to me on this very 
matter, that it was time to leave; they made up 
their minds, kept mum and acted. And those who 
were on their way out egged on the waverers by 
parading before them dismal dramas and chronicles 
of woe a as the consequences of their dilly-dallying. 

21. Yet who would not be justified in loathing 
those who loathe so noble an acquisition as eloquence, 
which is the gift of Hermes and which the Athenian 
state lovingly received, and nurturing, increasing 
and adorning it, has despatched over the whole 
world? b Eloquence helps to conceal lowly origin: 
it hides ugliness, protects wealth, relieves penury 
and suffices cities for their protection, since in war 
it is more useful than any equipment and in battle 
is more potent than any superiority of numbers. 
The possessors of it often vie with the oracles in 
their ability to foresee the future. What inspiration 
is to the prophet, their intellect is to them. Only 
those who excel in education can be described as 
immortal too, for though they die in the course of 
nature, they live on in their fame. 

22. Despite all that, these students have fled the 
art that confers such great blessings. They have 
betaken themselves to the mother of countless evils, 
sloth and idleness, regarding our city's evil plight 
as a godsend for themselves, fearing nothing though 
nretending to be much afraid, What governor, 
~hich of his subordinates, would have attacked them, 
or what neighbour, what citizen, what stranger? 
They steered clear of the insults and of their conse-

II Hermes, god of eloquence 1 c/. Or. ~4. 37; also 18.75 
(Vol. I. p. 326 n.), of which this passage is a reminiscence. 
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1 fXEL F. (MV): fXOL Re. (CAPI). 



ORATION XXIII, 22-24 


quences. In fact, when this outrage occurred and 
the frenzy was still in its initial stages, some left 
hotwfoot for home, while others stayed with me, and 
learned of the disaster that then occurred from the 
accounts of eye-witnesses, not by their own eyes.a 

How then could a charge be trumped up against 
them? 28. And of their wickedness there is also 
this as testimony. Some their love of eloquence in
duced to stay-precious few, admittedly. No one laid 
a hand on them, or had any intention of doing so, 
either on their persons, or their attendants or slaves. 
Any who did not stay would, then, have enjoyed 
the same immunity as those who did, for the same 
justification applied to both in that they had not 
taken the slightest part in the outrages. 

24. Moreover, if they hated me because of my 
exhortations to study, who is more wicked than 
they? Indeed an athlete is wicked in adopting this 
attitude towards the trainer who tells him that he 
must sustain every effort. If they loved me and 
wanted me to live and thought it was dangerous to 
stay, why did they not approach me and beg me to 
save myself for them? In any case, it is nothing 
out of the ordinary for a youth to see the advan
tageous course better than an old man. I t would 
have redounded to their credit for them to have re
proached me, cried me down, and to have left no
thing unsaid or undone in their efforts to get me away. 
As it was; they scuttled away in silence, attending 
my lectures during the day and decamping at night, 
having condemned me to death and with no fear of 
us seeing one another again. 

11 As Libanius himself had learned of the riots in A.D. 354, 
Or. 1. 103. 
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.~ 
" OJ. Or. 29 passi1n. 
b Of. Or. 20. 6. The penalties immediately imposed on 

Antioch included the loss of metropolitan status and a ban .' 
:·.1'on civic amenities. These had not been restored at the time 

of composition of this oration-hence the importance of this .~ 
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ORATION XXIII, 25-27 


25. You might recognize these fellows for what 
they are from this consideration too. The emperor 
in his wrath accu$ed the city council and some of the 
lawyers, but never made any mention of those who 
were resident here to be educated. This imperial 
despatch was published and the talk of it had been 
noised abroad everywhere, so that even the evacuees 
knew· about it, but none of them behaved as though 
he was glad, drew a breath of relief, thanked his 
lucky stars or hurried back to enjoy the pursuits of 
which he had been deprived. 26. Nor is there 
anything surprising in this! Even after the trials 
and the verdict and the arrests, which sorted the 
sheep from the goats, after the public address of 
Ellebichus, the military commander and investi~ 
gator,a and the oaths that removed an cause for 
alarm,-not even then did they return to their 
studies or look with favour on the bearers of good 
tidings. Those who were so quick to leave here were 
slow in what followed, for they were gripped by the 
pleasures of idleness rather than by any feeling of 
enthusiasm. They resented the speed of the em~ 
peror's emissaries, and were at no loss for arguments 
of barefaced impudence. " The reputation of the city 
is ruined/' they said. "It has taken on the appear
ance of a garrison. Neither the race-course nor the 
theatre is as it should be." 27. And what does this 
matter, you enemies of the Muses? The city has 
indeed been much improved: as regards eloquence: 
by the punishment she has undergone; and the 
harmful elements have been removed. None of its 
true blessings has suffered harm by its changeoftitle.G 

passage for the sequence of the orations. The remaining 
speeches were obviously written after the remission of the ban. 
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1 [OUK) bracketed F .• conj. Sintenis. 
II [Kai] bracketed F. (deleted in A). 

Chrysostom (Hom. 17. P.G; xlix. 176) expresses senti
ments similar to those of Libanius here. 

a Since settling in Antioch in A.D. 854. he had taught in a 
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ORATION XXIII, 27-28 


I personally have experienced no ill-effects as 
regards my usual task in consequence of it, nor 
yet have those of the students who stayed any cause 
to blame themselves for staying: their lack of bath
ing facilities doesn't stop them from reaping the 
fruits of their books. 

28. My belief is that they win use the baths again, 
and will see the city once more in all its former state, 
and they will have proved themselves better than 
you by the very fact that they have shared in endur
ing the city's inconveniences. But you, you will feel 
shame at the sight of the city, its gates, its place of 
learning,a and of me also, unless you are even thus 
far lost to any sense of shame. 

room attached to the City Hall. The City Hall itself was 
used by the commissioners at this time as a place of confine
ment for the arrested decurions, which may well have been a 
deterrent to his scholars. 
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I , ,,, \ \) , , t "" 

OVTWV €V aV7] 7TpOS TOV EpaaT'1V TOV €avT7]s yEyE
1 " <:,1 t'~ ,.. I ,

VYJfL€VWV, a((1XVV€Tat OE WS' TJotKTJKVt.a Kat TOVTo/ 
1 \ , ,I, I \ ,Q I \ f \

K€KWIlVTat TTEfL'f'at 7TpOS' aE 7TpEa/-,€t,av TTJV V'lT€P 
~ QI 1\1 1 I " 

TWV avp,/-,aVTWV Kat, IlOYo/ XPTJaOfL€VTJv Kat epyo/ 

OETJaofL'VTJv, 2. Jyw I Of f.fLaVTOV X€LpOTOV~aas F 38~
" , \ , ) f' ., ~ 

YJKW fLEya ftEV 7TOWVp,EVOS €/, O7Toaov €vx0p,at ov
, \ ~\ \ , \ I f \ ... ,e 1 

VYJ EtTJV, OV p,LKpOV OE Kat aVTOV TOV V7TEP TTJS 01,
1 , >I' '" I ,.." ,R 627 KEt.aS' 'lTOVOV, Kav aTvXYJaaL TOV 'T€/\OVS YEv'r]Tat. 

KpLe~a€(1eaL yap ~yofJfLaL Tfj yvwwa p,fiAAov ~ TOtS 
, t'e , \ 1~<:,.. Q \

ovX v7TapliiaaL 'TOV OowaL KVPLOtS. OJ. TO p,ev ow 

y~pas OiKOL fLOL 7TapvvEt Kae~aeaL Kat. 'lToAAo~ TWV 
" \ t"'I) ~ I l' 1" , I (

T€ OtKEtWV Kat TWV EmTTJoEtWV, WV YJV aKOVEtv WS 
, ' ''' \\ "\' f I 1 I'OVK aa'f'all€S ELTJ /\EyEtV V'lTEp TOWVTWV 7TpOS wpyt

, Q \ , , \ <:,1 I I <:,1' ... \
afLEVov /-,aaL/\Ea, EyW OE TO p'EV fLYJO€V €K TWV /\EyO
, " e' <:' I' ...I .. l'UEVWV €a€a at UOt oVaYE/J€S a'lTO T'11S atJS (j)vaEWS ''% 

• .'", j f II' 'I i' " '" <:,1 8'" Q \' I'
€tXOV Kat TP07TOV, YTJpas OE EWV /-,OVIlOfLEVWV Kat -.,.' 

\ ~\ I t~ A A , I , ,
TTpOS otS ToaaVrfJS OOOV f.1/fJKOS apK€.aEtV E1T€'JTEf,

If' 8'" 'I \ '" ~ \ ~ 4 tafLYJv, Kat WS' op WS, aVTO TO 7TpaYfLa 0TJ/\Ot. • 0 

yap OOK av TOV 7TPWTOV aTa8fLov €Ama8€£s Ota
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ORATION 19 


TO THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 

ABOUT THE RIOTS 


1. OUR city, Sire, has met with misfortune, in that 
it has been the scene of such behaviour towards its 
ardent admirer, and is ashamed at its misconduct 
and thus has been prevented from sending you an 
embassy to present our explanation of what occurred, 
and to make our real pleas about it. 2. I have come 
self-elected, and though I regard it of great con
sequence to be able to achieve all I could wish, my 
actual efforts for my native city are, I feel, of no 
little moment, even though I should not succeed in 
attaining my end. I shall be judged, I believe, by my 
intention rather than by the lack of the means to 
grant me its fulfilment. 3. So, though my advanced 
years bid me stay at home, as do many of my friends 
and relations, who could be heard telling me that it 
was not safe to plead such a case before an emperor 
in his wrath, I have deduced from your character 
and conduct that there will be no untoward con
sequences for me from my remarks. I was con
vinced that, if the gods so win, my oid age wouid 
suffice for a journey even t",ice as long-and how 
correctlVt the event itself reveals. ., ~ 

4. For 1. 
,; 

who bv.; 
no stretch of imagination could have been expected 
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~fjvat auf 7'E 7TO'\'\WV OV7'W~ a.~'iY/J-at Kat Ot€f3Y]v
' 1I ~ a " " ~B	OU7TOPOV EV 7'1£ 7'Ot~ fJaUtllELOtS EL/J-(' Ka(' 7'Ot~ 7TEp/, 
~ '\ , , T l' \ , f3'

I 

, , 
\ 

7'Y]~ 7TOI\EWS 1l0YOts. WV OUV UVlll\a/J- avoVTWV EVY]
\ t~ \ \." A ; \ \ 

voXa 7'1JV ooOV Ka(' OUK a7TEt7TOVI 7'OV7'OUS Kat 7TpOS 
\ .,\ ~ \ "t < " 'I

7"Y}V OI\Y]V U7TOUU1JV E~EtV 1Jyou/J-at uv/J-/J-axovs. 

5. "HoY] /J-Ev ovv 7'WOS ~Kovua '1JAouv7'OS 7'~V F S81<, '\ f ~ , ., I , 
1J/J-E7'EpaV 7TOlltV uoa7'WV 7'1£ EWEKa Kat 7TVEV/J-a7'WV

\ '8 "\\ < ')1 ,,' ,Kat /J-EyE OVS" Kat KaMovS" Kat 7'WV EVOtKOVV7'WV 

R 628 Kat 7'OU Aoyous EV aV7'fi Kat Sloou8at Kat. I Aa/J-

~avw8a(, Kat Elvat 7'OVS 7'1£ 7TatOEVEU8at f3ovAo/J-€VOUS 
, ~ I ~ , 6' \ ~\ , ,

7'OUS 7'E 7TatoEuE£V ovva/J-€vous. • EyW OE OUK ELS 
,~ I ., \ ,...\ '\ "8 I " ., IEVoat/J-ovas au7'1)v /J-aMOV av E(,1JV 1J 7'ovvav7'tov 

\ yl ,\ \', ,_ ,
IlOyt';,0/J-EVOS UEtU/J-0VS 7'E Kat, 7'a a7T av7'WV 7T7'W

'IT "" 	 8' \1.\/J-a7'a Kat EpUWV E7TtU7'pa7'Etas Ka(' 7TOp 1JUEtS Kat 
../..' \" \ , t "../..' " Ka7'aUKa'f'as Kat 7TUP Kat 7'a, WS EyW 'f'atY]v av, 

c:- , Iy 2 8' ,) I IIC:
OVU7'VxtaS /J-Et';,OVOS, V/J-OV 7'E Ka7' apxov7'WV aot

\ , ,,\ C ~, \" c:- '" 8 ' 
KOV Kat EV EIl~EO't 7'atS a7TO 7'WV 7TOOWV ava7'OUS, 
" ,!'\ \ "'~ " \ \ ,a 7Tap al\l\WV EV OVEtoEO'tV aK1JKoa/J-EV 7TOMaKtS· 
(\ , ." ,., 1\ . I A 

a yap 1J7'VX1JKE, Kat EYKEKIl1J7'at. 7. Kat7'OL 7TOV 
~1 A I '"'., ""'Q' , \ ...... 1"
otKaLOV 7'OV7'O "IE; 7'OV av7'OU OY] Kat 7'0 VUV EtVa, 

, Iy C:-' \ a' \, t a
XP1J V0/J-t';,EtV oatJ.LOvos 7TpOUllafJOV7'OS Kat 7'1JV VfJpt

, N't~' "a " 'I' \ tic:U/J-EVYJV E/J-WLV. 1J 0 VfJptS /J-1JKE7' Etvat 7'0 EOOS. 

1 (Kat) P corrected, F. 

2 w:l,ovo> 1I1SS. except Bad., F.: cl1TaO'11S p,El'ova Bad., Re. 


a This is the fiction which deceived Zosimus (4. 41) into 
stating that Libanius delivered this oration before the em· 
peror and Senate of Constantinople, and succeeded in his 
plea. 

b Of. Or. 1. 2, 11 passim. The praises of the locality by 
tradition occupy the first place in a set oration. 

o Especially the sack of Antioch by the Persians in the 
250s. Of. Vol. I, p. 520 n., Downey, pp. 252 if. 

a The riots of A.D. 354, with the lynchings of Theophilus, 
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ORATION XIX, 4-7 


to cover the first day's journey, have covered many, 
and so have made my way here. I have crossed the 
Bosporus; I am in the palace and participate in the 
debate about our city:'! So from the people with 
whose assistance I undertook the journey without 
flinching, I believe that I shall have support also in 
my whole enterprise. 

5. Now, in the past I have heard people expressing 
envy for our city, because of its streams, its breezes, 
its size and beauty, its inhabitants, the instruction 
in oratory that is both given and received here, and 
because of its willing students and able teachers. b 

6. However, I would not consider her fortunate so 
much as the contrary, when I consider earthquakes 
and the ruin they have caused, invasions of the 
Persians, with their pillaging, demolition and arson, C 

and the elements of a still greater disaster, to my 
mind,-the unprovoked rage against the governors, 
and their lynchings, as they have been dragged 
along by their tied feet,d-all of which we have 
heard in reproving comment from other people, for 
our misfortune is also the ground for complaint 
against us. 7. Yet where is the justification for this? 
The present situation surely must be regarded as the 
responsibility of the same spirit /J which has gained 
the aid of an outraged Nemesis also,-the outrage 
being the disappearance of her temple.! This has 
Montius and Domitianus, Amm. Marc. 14. 7, Or. 1. 103; 
infra, § 47. 

e The intervention of 1TOy'r;pO! 8a.liLOVcS is a feature of the 
accounts ox the riots in Libanius (Or. 1. 252; infra, § 29 
(with manifestations)) and in Chrysostom, Il(YIn. 15 (P.G. 
xlix. 154) and 21 (ibid. 214 f.). 

f The temple of Nemesis, in Dioc1etian's reconstruction, 
was located in the stadium at Daphne, and was occupied by 
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'I ~" ~ 1 8 A 'C t "N 1 t 1Kat 'TOU'T a7TE(JEtX 1] 'TOLS E~ tEpOV Ef-LEUEWS E'T€- F S89 
1 

pOV YEYEV1Jf-LEVOLS. 
K It I'~ I I I I t 1

8. at ws f-LEV ou O€LVa 'To. 7TEpL Tas vf-LE'TEpas 
, 1 1 ,'1\ \,,1', <:" 

ELKovas, 'TtS av o,V'TEL7TOL; 'TtS 0 OVK av UKO'TEtV1]V 
, 1 , \ t f :J: <:" l' Q \ '" 

EKEtV1]V 7TPOUEL7TOt 'T1]v 7]f-LEpav; 'Iv OE' W /",aatI\EU, 
I '\ I <:" , Q '\ \ ... ,I.. '" l'

f-LaLVOf-LEV1JS' 7TOI\EWS', 'TO 0 EKfJaMOV 'TOV 'f'POVEtV 7]V 

'Tt lUXVPO'TEPOV, WU'T' El Ka~ uvyxwpfjuaL OEt TfjS' 
1\ < 1 l' I ."" I' \ 1

1TOI\EWS a7TaU1]S EwaL 'TO aotK1]f-La, 'T'f}V O,7TOl\oytav 
, 1"\ .I"!o " (\\ ,,\,,~ J. 

EK 'TOU KLVOVV'TOS' EXEt. a yap OVK av EopaUE 'f'PO
A ..., 1\ ,1..... 9 I '" I vovua, 'TaV'Ta E'TOI\f-La 7Tapa'f'povovua. • 'TOV DE 
" 8' "8 '\'y 1 .>,\.'TOUTO 7TE7TOV O'Ta av PW1iOV OV Kpl\a,::>ELV VOf-LOS', a.I\I\ 

R 6~9 (AEEtv Kat 7TEtpiiu8at 'TEXV'[] rf} 'TWV la'Tpwv I ~1Tavop-
" .~ I ~ \ I I 1 '''' \ "8OVJJ. OvoEtS DE 'TV7T'TEL 'TOV f-LaLVOf-LEVOV OUOE Ey

KA1]f-La "ouov 1TOLOVf-LEVOS 'T~V "OUOV Ka'T'f}yopE:'L.l 
~ 1'\ l' Q \ ~ \ ~ \ I

VOUOUUL KaL 1TOl\fLS', W /",aULII.EV, 'To. of vou1]f-La'Ta 

'Tothwv 'Tapaxat, 8opvpoS', dpyfjS' ~7'7"f}8fjvaL, 'Ta 'TWV 
t I ( ,,\ I "::1:.

7]'T'T'f}f-LEVWV af-Lap'TEW, 'To. V0f-L41 KEKWI\Vf-LEva 1Tpw:,aL.
\' ~ I '1')/\ , , , \ 

1O. 'TOV'Tt yap aL U'TaUELS, EV aLS aMa. 'TE 7TOMa 
~ \ \ ,,I.. I , \ ~ , • \ \. "~ \
oELVa Kat U'f'ayaL OV 7TOI\L'TWV f-LOVOV aM 7]VIJ Kat 

UVjIjIEVWV, TfjS' EK 'TOU 8vf-Lou ptas VLKWU7]S' 'Ta 1Tapa 
'" ,I.. I "I I' I "\8 \" F (IS'T'f}S ,/,VUEWS. Kat 'TOV'Tt TO KaKOV €I\ OL f-LEV av I il, 

I , \ ,'\ i' '" I • '87TO'TE Kat E7TL Uf-LLKpav 7TOI\W, atS' DE EU'Tt f-LEYE 1], . 
\ I '" • I 'I 'c I y ... 

7TOI\U 'TOV'TO EV 'TaV'TaLS. 11. Kav EC;, E'Ta,::>,[]s 'T1]S' 

rPwf-Latwv f$auLAEiaS' 'T6v Xpovov, Ka~ u'TauELS Jv 
A \' (I r\ (" \" "'" 

'TaLS' 'T1]l\tKaV'TaLS' EVP1]UELS' as Ot J1<EV af-LfLVOV 'TWV 

pauLMwv ~pOVOfJV'TES avYYVWf-L7]S ~gtwuav J 1Tap' 

1 IW"lJYOP€£ Re. text (MSS.): KUK1JYOP€t Re. conj., F. 

the judges and officials of the Olympic games. Thus, 
svmbolically, the conduct of games and officials is under the 
protection of Justice, qua Nemesis. The temple had been 
demolished by A.D. 387, and for that reason was a source of 
divine vengeance. The" other temple of Nemesis" is the 
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ORATION XIX, 7-11 


been proved by the proceedings which have emerged 
from another temple of Nemesis. 

8. It cannQt be denied that the treatment of your 
statues was shocking. That day must be called a 
black day. It was, Sire, the behaviour of a city 
gone mad, but the force which robbed it of its senses 
was something tdo potent, so that, even if we must 
admit that the misconduct belongs to the city as a 
whole, it has its excuse in what inspired it. Out of 
her senses she dared to behave in a way she never 
would have done in her right senses. 9. With regard 
to any human being in this plight, it is normal not 
to punish, but to pity him, and to try to correct him 
by the art of medicine.a No one gives a flogging to 
a madman, nor, in bringing a case of disability to 
court, does he make that disability the charge. Cities 
too suffer from disabilities, Sire,-disturbances, riots, 
fits of temper, misconduct in consequence of them, 
and activities forbidden by law. 10. Such are the 
outbreaks of violence in which, to cap the many 
other outrages, murders are committed, not just of 
fellow citizens but, at times, even of relations, when 
the violence of temper overcomes natural affection. 
Even a small town may sometimes be visited with 
this evil, but it becomes serious in cities of any size. 
11. And if you examine the history of the Roman 
empire, you will find outbreaks in such cities. The 
more sensible of emperors thought fit to pardon 

emperor, and his commission, sitting in judgement on 
Antioch. 

a The analogy of'the ailments of'the city, as It collective 
body, with those of the individuai is a commonplace (8.g. 0'1'. 
12. 50, 20. 40, 22. 9), and harks back to Plato and beyond 
(e.g. Xen. Mem. 8. 5. 18, Plat. MenefC. 248 E). 
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€V{WV S€ OVK ED fi€fiOV~€vf1,EVWV ~~(Jov E7T' aVTas 
r 1 r ~ \" 'r ~ 
~1}f-ttat ~1}f-tLOvaaL Kat aVTOVS TOVS ~1}f-tLOVV7'as • 

, \ """ , t.... ) (J I A ,~"
7TPOS yap Tl.p TO. aVTWV au EV€UTEpa 7TOtEtV OVu €L
<:;:1 Ll'" \ (J" t \1 1 \u€Vat VEOLS aKOI\OV €tv Wf-t0I\OYOVV. l~. TLva yap 

o~ Ta. TWV (JEWV; uvyyvwf-t1} TOtS Ka(J' ~f-tepav p~-
" ) \ ',.I.." <I I \ ...R" 630 f-taTa €7T aVTOVS a'l't€tuLV OTav Tt 7Tapo. TWV 7Tpay" 

1 \ ~ I \\1 ,\ J.A
fLaTwv I\V7TWVTat. KatTOL 7TOl\I\aKLS' aVTOL a'l'as 

, \ , \ \. I " \' tI 1 ,/." ,... t
aVTovs a7TOI\I\VOVatv> 0.1\1\ Of-tWS' UVK0'l'aVTovaLVJ Ot 
<:;:\ > 1 , <:;: \" \ \ \ ... , (J 1 
uE aVEXOVTat. Kat uta TOVTO 7TOI\V TO TWV av PW

I ,~,,, ,.... f I ~ I 

7TWV y€VOS, Et 0 EL7TOVTO 7TautV af-tapT1Jf-taUt atKat. 
,.I../~ ,\ >\1 :J: \ r fI l'

u'I'0opa o.v ollLYOV '/V TO 'UW~0f-tEVOV. OUTLS' OW! 
, 1 a 1\ 8'" ,,.I.. \ I 1

€OtKEvat t-'oVI\Eiat EOLS', a'l'tEtS' Ttf-twptaS' Xo.tpETW 

f-taAAov ~ ~aJ-Lfiavwv. 1S. q, W:ytUTl.p Kat TOUS' 

"E~1}vaS' €Vp£aKW TWV fiapfiapwv ota4>epovTas. ot 
1 '" A Ll 1 , 1 r "\f-tEV yE €yYVS'ELUt TWV V1}PtWV aTtf-ta~oVTES' fI\EOV. ~ 

oi O€ dgELS' TE I €~EfLV Kat. dpy~S' 7TEPL6vTES. OVTW F 3901 

AaKEOatf-t6vWL f-t€V Jgov 'A(J~vo.S' dVE~ELV E~EtuaV'roJ ] 

Ot Of 7TPOS TOV M~oov TWV fE~~vwv 7TO~Ef-t~UaVTES 1 
..... >, I , \,..." ')

TWV f-tET EKEtVOV U'T'aVTWV Kat TaV'Ta avayK1}V OV 
, , \ <:;:1 ." \ ~ <:;: 1 \

f-tLKpav EtS' 'T1}V OLK1}V EXOVTES' TO. OEuoyf-tEva 7TEpt 
, ~ l' <:;:,,, \' A \ 't.'" f M <:;: \aVTWV. 1}V 0 av KaL .tVI.El:,avopoS' 0 aKEowV I

a \ I, I, f, D 1 a ,\"',
t-'EI\TLWV OV KaTaUKa'l'aS' l!::J1}t-'aS'. av yap av a7T1}V'Ta 

~ ,., f \ , A \ 1 !\ \':J: I ,\ .....R 631 TOVTO TOtS' V7TEP aVTOV l\oyOtS' > UI\I\ '/V av 7TPWTOV 
, "" f' ') ..... \'
EV TOtS' V7TEP aV-TaV l\oYOtS'. J 

1 After op,ws, <ol P,€p> Morel, Re.: del. F. 

a Hints at the emperor as being 8€o£lK£AOS (as he had Idescribed Julian, Or. 15. 8~, 16. 18). This'is expanded in 
Or. 20. 12 if. to the notion of the emperor as 8£O'TP€rP-qs, in a 
classical Hellenic and current pagan sense. As, before 
Julian (Or. 15. 24 if.), forgiveness had been paraded as an 



ORATION XIX, 11-13 


them, but by some less well advised, punishments 
were inflicted on them, which harmed those who 
imposed them too, for not only did they make them
selves weaker, but they were self-confessedly incap
able of following the ways of the gods. 12. By the 
ways of the gods, I mean pardoning those who every 
day disparage them whenever they are at all upset 
by circumstances. Why, they often call down de
struction on themselves, but for all that they go on 
slandering the gods, and the gods turn a blind eye. 
So the human race abounds, but ifpunishment inevit
ably followed tHe crime, there would be precious few 
surviving. Anyone, then, who wants to be like the 
gods should have more joy in remitting punishment 
than in inflicting it.a 13. In this respect in particular 
I find the Greeks· also to be superior to barbarians. 
These approximate to brutes in despising pity, while 
the Greeks are quick to pity and get over their 
wrath. So the Spartans spared Athens when they 
had it in their power to destroy her b ; those of the 
Greeks who fought against the Medes spared those 
who sided with them, even though they had no small 
urge to vengeance in the shape of the decrees passed 
about them.o Alexander of Macedon, too, would 
have been the better for not razing Thebes to the 
ground,d for this would not then have countered the 
eloquence expended on his behalf, but would have 
held pride of place among it. 

Hellenic virtue, so here before Theodosius, but the religious 
implications are now more contentious. 

II After the Peloponnesian War, 404 B.C., Xen. Hell. 2.2. 
Ii The oath of revenge against the Greeks collaborating 

with Xerxes, Hdt. 7. 13~. Thebes spared, Hdt. 9. 86-SS. 
is In 336 B.C., Or. 14. 34, 20. fJ2, Dio Chrys. Or. 2, p. 83 R. 
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14 A \ \ 1 1 \ '~, , 'A\ i: ~ 1
• uELl'a 'To. YEVOp,€l'a. 'To. 0 ev I\Er:,avopEuf 

1 \ \\\ \ '1' \ ()' ....
fLE'TpW" 'To. ?TON\a Imt ?TUKVa; OtS 'TO €a'TpOV 'TOU 

, 'N ,,... \ I " ~, 
7rPOS 'TOUS' apxoVTas au'TWV ?TOI\Ep,OV XWptov. EV ° 

l' " '" '\ I , t.... " \ 
av 'TOtS 7rPOS €KEtJJOVS ?TOI\Ep,OtS Kat Vp'W 'TOLS 'To, 

" 'JI '\" C'" ,~\,,...
aK'f]7rTpa €XOvat 7rOI\Ep,OVat pfJp,a OVO€V OKJJOVVT€S', 

<\ \ \ ~ Q \' .... \, f , 
Ot Kat 'TOVS T<.OV /",aatl\€WV 'TWV ?Tep' 'T1}V Ea7rEpaV 
J..I \ ",,, 1 " 
't'0VEas Kat 'To. EKE.tVWV ExovraS 7raVTWV aKOVOV

'-'\ ,\ \ At! '\\' <I t!
'TWV EKUI\OVV E'TrL 'T7JV t')'V7r'TOV. 0.1\1\ op,ws Ea'T' 

'TE ~ 1ToAtS Kat p,'VEt. Kat I 8'80'TaL 'TD ~vaEL 'TWV F 391 
1\ \ .... \ \ .... \" t

7rOI\€WV 'To. 'TotaV'Ta 7r1\7JP,p,EI\EW Kat OV 'TO ap,ap
1 () Iy '\\\ \ 'I " , \ ,

'TaVELV avp,a~op,€v, aN\a 'TO p'7J. OV'TWS' E' Kat p'7J 
1 '\ \' " .... B f \ 1 

ypap,p.aaw aN\ Epyq; 'TOV'TOV 'T€ ELKa'TE 'TOV v0p,0l', 
f ., f\ " I .... ~ \ " R 632 avyyl'wp.'f]v EX€LV 7rOI\€WV al'otq.. 15. 'TOV'TO DE apa 

ElOE KaAWS Kat 'TOLl' dOEA~O'v 'TOtV l1atbl'O£l,l <> l'EW'TE
\ , l' '\ 1\ t~, f ~ i: f 

pos. 'T1}l' yap av p,Eyal\7Jv ?TOI\LV 7JOEWS V?TOOEr:, ap,E
, 1I 1 \ \ \ ' ' '' \ ~\ ,

v7Jv 'Tvpavvov vpa(loS' KaL 'To. P,€l' E£7rOVaal', 'To. DE Kat 
1 (; 'T' J.. "'" '" tlQf?Tpaf.aaal', EV O'S' ap,'t'0T€pOLS' 'TatS' €LS EKEWOV V/",PE
"Y ,.., I '" I , "'" 

(lW Exapts€'To 'Tep 'TVpavvo/ J 'TOV'TOl' 'TOtVVV €KE/.VOS' 
'\ \ "I: '\ r 1 " \.... \()Ka EI\WV 'f]f;;,EtV 'TE €I\'TrL';,0p£voS' £?T£ 'T€ 'TO awp,a Kat 

\ \ I .... f\ .... \ ,~\, 1 
'TO ?T1\7JPwp,a 'T1}S' 7rOI\€WS 'TOV'TO p'EV OVO€ €VEV0'f]aEV, 
, 1{J ~ \, 1 <I ,\ 'i: I \ 

EKaU1J'TO DE avap.€Vwv OM'S' (W'T7JV Er:,at'T7JaE'Tat, Kat 
J.. 1 \ \ 'f \ ~ \ , "\
't'aVEVTOS' 'ToJ) P.El' E1T'[Jvea€ J T7JV DE OVK €KOl\a(lE. 

1 Before 8€,va, Morel, Re. ins. 8€wa Tet A£y0J.u:V(L: after 
ywop.wa ins. l«(Ll (Bad.): om. F. 

II e.g. the murder of Georgius. Dec. A.D. 361; Amm. Marc. 
gg. 11. Julian, E.L.F. No. 60 ( =Socr. H.E. 8. 8). 

b M:aximus, usurper A,D, 383-3S8, responsible for the 
murder of Gratian and the expulsion of Valentinian II. 
A concordat between Maximus and Theodosius remained 
until ,A.,D. 886, with Maximus recognized as Augustus and 
his statues erected throughout the East. Cynegius. ppO, 
had been sent to Alexandria early in that year to set 
these statues up and to institute curial reforms, but had 
then proceeded to attack pagan institutions there. As in 
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14. "What happened was dreadful," it may be 
said. Then are the many frequent occurrences in 
Alexandria commendable ? There the theatre is their 
battleground against their governors.a Moreover in 
the warfare they wage against them, they wage war 
also against you, their emperors, with no mincing of 
words, since they invited to Egypt, in the hearing 
of all, the murderers of the Western emperors and 
the usurpers of their kingdom. b But for all that the 
city still exists and remains. Such misguidedness is 
conceded as natural to cities; we are not astonished 
at their misconduct, but at the lack of it. So, if not 
by ordinance, certainly by practice you have set this 
rule, to pardon cities for their stupidity. 15. The 
younger of the Pannonian brothers realized this well 
enough.C When the capital gladly welcomed a bold 
usurper with words and deeds, and in both sought to 
ingratiate itself with the pretender by insulting the 
emperor, after putting down the usurper, he was 
expected to descend upon the body and the comple
ment of the city, but he never even entertained the 
idea; instead he sat waiting for someone to come 
and plead for it and, when he turned up, he praised 
him and refrained from punishing the city. 16. Then 

A.D. 361, such interference produced pagan rioting, this 
time in favour of Maximus. By this time Theodosius was 
ready to break with the usurper; cf. Petit, Byzantio-n, xxi, 
pp. 303-304. 

c Valentinian and Valens, born at Cibalis in Pannonia 
(Grecized into Paeonia). For Val ens and his reactions to the 
supporters of Procopius in Constantinople and elsewhere 
(A.D. 865-866) c/, Zos. 4. 5, Amm. Marc. 26. 6. 14. Themis
tins (Or. 7, 7TEP~ TWV ~7t)X1)K6rwV) dilates on Vaiens' "ciem
eney." In actual fact, there followed a bloody repression 
which included not only the rebels but pagans generally. 
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1 'II F. (CA Bad.): om. other MSS.: bracketed Re. 
a apxop,lvolJS conj. Re., F. (Par. 3014 Bad.): 'xop,lllovs 

Re. text (other MSS.). . 
i 01T€l.IS doEELS F. (M marg., P corrected): ots &3£Eis Savile 

(Bad.): ots tvOE!'S Morel (Par. 8017): JvaEE'S Re. (other 
M8S.). • 'Il'OAE' F.: {JolJ).fi Re. (MSS.): 'Il'6~11 Cobet. 

Ii Op,6JJJUp,OIl Cobet, F.: op.ws Re. (MSS.). 
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ORATION XIX, 16-19 


let some such thing be said of you too, especially 
when more renown win accrue to you from it than 
from all the .successes in arms which have made you 
master of the Scyths and them your loyal slaves.a 

That they are so results from your treatment of 
them, for instead of doing them harm, which I feel 
any man might easily do, you ensure that your 
subjects shan be free from fear. Hence we can hear 
their attempts at definition, some saying that you 
are more of a warrior than a humanitarian, others 
that you are more of humanitarian than a warrior. 
17. The praise which embraces humanity is much 
the more glorious, for it belongs to the individual 
personally, whereas some of the praise received by 
the emperor who has overcome his enemies belongs 
to the appropriate general, his soldiers, his equip
ment, horses, horsemen and ships, if indeed they 
fight by means of them. 

18. Then, Sire, do not ruin such a noble fame. 
Consider that an emperor must be like a father, and 
a father's duty is to handle the waywardness of his 
sons gently. So, though we can sing your praises 
on many counts, the greatest truth lies in the account 
of your clemency, 11 and thus even if all men were 
stubborn and difficult, you must protect this. 19. 
Indeed, we can see both that Julian sought to 
achieve fame from this source, and that the founder 
of the new capital, which he built to rival the city 
of Rome and which bears his name,c displayed this 

a The Goths under Athanaric. Amm. Marc. 27. 11. Zos. 
4. 34, Socr. H.E. 5. 10. ~ OJ. Or. ~O. 16. 

C Of the commentators, Reiske and Cobet (misled by the 
omission of'TE after '!'6V in I and Bad.) confuse the issue here 
by supposing a textual error to underlie '7'OV 'IoIIN.c.tvOv. so 
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1 EK€'ivoS conj. Re., Cobet, F.: EKdvotS' 1-18S., Re. text. 
2 q,tAav8p(J)1TtllS' >..6yov conj. Re., Cobet, F. (I corrected): 

qn'AavBpwtrlav &AoyoS'Savile, Re. (1\1 Bad.): 4>tAav8pwtrlav AlryoS' 
Morel (other MSS.). 3 <os> F. (P corrected). 

4 T<l EKdvwv Re. (MSS.): T<l EKdvou F. (nlK€{vou P corrected). .~.~.: 
referring the whole sentence to Constantine, Sievers by refer I 
ing T6v Tf dvn8/VTa to Julian. For Julian's clemency I'j. 
Or. 12. 85, 18.200 if., et al .• and for Constantine's foundation 
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ORATION XIX, 19-21 


quality at times. For instance, once when the 
Roman populace assailed him with catcalls,a he asked 
his brothers what he ought to do. One of them 
answered that he should let loose an armed force 
upon them and cut them down, and offered to take 
charge of the operation himself. The other replied 
that it became his majesty to take not the slightest 
notice of such behaviour. Constantine told them 
that this advice was the correct one and that of that 
harsh brother was of little use to an, emperor: it 
was proper for rulers to put up with such skittish
ness. So he made the one great in renown and dis
missed the other crest-fallen, and he put himself on 
good terms with Rome by ordaining that emperors 
might have fun poked at them in this way. 

20. But yet, in any count of humanity, there is no 
comparison between him and you. He was clement 
enough on such occasions as these, but he was most 
severe on aspirants to the throne and members of 
such conspiracies,-and not just on them, but on any 
who associated with soothsayers to find out the course 
their fortunes would take. II There was no device 
that could have saved such a man from being burnt at 
the stake. 21. But everyone, both Roman and bar
barian, knows your habit in such matters. On some 
such charge as this some persons were going out 
to meet their doom, and the verdict involved was 
of Constantinople as a "rival It to Rome of. Or. 20. 24, 
Sozom. 2. 3, Zos. 2. 30. 

11 For this anecdote of. Or. 20. 24. The two brothers were 

I 

HannibalianuB and Julius Constantius, the hawk and the 

dove respectively. 


b e.g. his murder of Lidnius, justified by Soer. H.E. 1. 4, 

described as treacherolls by Zos. 2. 28; his attitude to sooth
saying, Zos. 2. 29. 
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1 &:rraLToiJa~ Oava:rov F. (V): a.1Toiiat Oava:rou Re. (other russ.): 

<JLtKp6V> 	a1Tova, 8avd.Tou conj. Re. 

2 Ka.2 om. Savile (Bad.): bracketed F. 


a e.g. the incident in Or. 1. ~39 ff., Themist. Or. 19. 229 
d ff.• figures prominently in the recitals of the clemency of 
Theodosius. Or. 20. 15. 23. 13. 

b Constantinople, usually referred to with dislike, e.g. Or. 
1. 74 ff., ibid. 279. For this incident, Or. 20. 14. 
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death, when news of their reprieve/I issuing first 
from the palace and proceeding through the city, 
removed the sword-blades from their throats, and 
now they live in places that give them pleasure, after 
the charges that demanded their death. 22. That 
city also has enjoyed your humanity, Sire, which is 
honoured with great expenditure every day, whereby 
it now becomes the greater and the more handsome. b 

Anyway, they did' not bring to court a Scythian 
soldier who had been accused of some offence, but 
they murdered him on land and then cast him into 
the sea, robbing him of burial besides. Although by 
this outrage they distressed you by the provocation 
offered to the Scyths, they did not spend even one 
whole day in fear of your wrath, but, for all that 
they expected to starve, they were supplied with 
bread once again in consequence of the reconcilia
tion. 

23. You must then either today become a quite 
different person and things go all topsy-turvy, C or 
else, while ever you remain as you are, you must not 
now have recourse to punishment. Anyway, where 
lies the valour in injuring a subject city? There is 
none either for shepherds, 01' cowherds, or goatherds, 
in slaughtering as many as they like of their sheep 
or cows or goats. What matters and what is of note 
is for them to fight on their behalf against any at
tacking predator, and to overcome them and repel 
them. There is no admiration to be won by feeding 
upon one's charges. 

24. So, Sire, by your natural qualities you would 
o Proverbial-the rivers run up-hill. Paroern. Gr. (ed. 

Leutsch-Schneidewin), pp. 47, 185 (Zenob. 2. 56, Diogen. 
1. 27), Emip. Med. 410. 
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1 iiLatn1Q'a~~ F. (V): -G'O'~ Savile (Bad.): -am' Re. (other 
MSS.). 

G Of. Introduction. pp. g41-g4,g. for discussion on the nature 
of this demand. 
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ORATION XIX, 24-27 

have had to take official measures to deal with our 
miscreant city. As things are, listen to my narration 
of the particulars, for in this way you would be more 
just in your judgement and would treat the inhabi
tants of the city in the light of the actual occurrences. 

25. There arrived the decree concerning the gold, 
something long dreaded,l~ What up to then seemed 
incredible was only too credible; the land could not 
bear the burden, and so those who had heard the direc
tive cast themselves to the ground, the majority re
vealing their utter incapacity: however much they 
might wish it, they would be incapable of doing what 
they could not, and their persons would be in the 
direst straits. They had recourse, then, to the support 
of the god, invoking his name,b for he could persuade 
you to remit some of the burden. 26. The court-room 
was crammed with people-ex-governol's, city-council
lors, professional lawyers, retired military men. Of 
these that I have listed, some, as I have said, began 
to make tearful supplication, others wept without 
speaking, though they too must obviously be classed 
as suppliants.· The governor c could not reprove 
them-for what reproof, indeed, is applicable to sup
plication? 27. So up to that point, Sire, you had 
been wronged by none, for what wrong is there in 
any man wanting to have to aid him the one for 
whose blessing you personally pray every day? But 
now, when they had come outside and were bringing 
their entreaties to an end, some fellows began to 

b The protesters are thus mainly Christians-a word he 
cannot bring himself to use: they form a 1TOl11Jpa avp,p,op{a, 
Or. ~O. 8. 

o On the identity of the con8uiaria, successor to Tisamenus, 
c/. Or. 93. 10 n. (p. 950 above). 
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ORATION XIX, 27-30 


cause a disturbance, and they kept quiet. 28. They 
proceeded to the place where they were likely to 
find Flavianus,IJ .but they didn't find him there and 
began to make their way back to the place from 
which they had first started. They beg.an to employ 
shocking language, and soon were to translate it 
into action, which was something the more respect
able elements did not expect. Who were these 
fellows,/) then? Why, those who think more of the 
dancers of pantomime than of sun and moon and 
darkness itself! One of their kidney had already 
been responsible for the sad occurrences in Berytus, 
as we afterwards discovered. 29. Using such instru
ments, then, the evil spirit performed such acts as I 
would prefer not to mention, but which my regard 
for the code of my upbringing forbids me to leave 
unspoken. We used to gaze with reverence upon 
your statues; not so those blackguards then. Clear 
evidence for their performance of such outrages 
under the direction of some evil spirit is to be found 
in the fact that it was all performed so easily. 
Urchins, mere boys, darted upon them aU, quickly 
clambered up and down, jumped from one to another 
with more vigour than that of men in their prime. 

I 

30. It is even said that an old man whose activities 
against the equestrian statue c surpassed those of 
any ordinary old men was greeted with the cry, 
" Well done, old fellow," and in full view of lots of 
eye-witnesses changed, first, into a youth, then into 
a child, and finally vanished; and they felt no small 
alarm upon seeing these transformations. 

a Bishop of Antioch, Or. SO. 15 n., 19. Jo. Chrys. Hom. ~l. 
~ For the role of the claque in the riots c/. Browuing, 

J.R.S. xlii, pp. 16 if. C OJ. 01'.20. 10. 
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1 Corrupt reading of majority of MSS. Variants: ~v lv] 
<pp:qv lv TarS poa';s 3pap,EZv TO 1TA~8o. O'ITO!) xpvao. 1TOAAWV B, C 

" \' ~a~ '\/BdR(3."corr. T/ICOVOV ICa.t EV TatS jJoms xpvaos 1TOIlVS . a., e. "v oTe ••• 
J. I B d) F . " \ H \... Q ~,/"wvaL om. a.. . conJ.: EyW P.EV 1jICOlJOV KaL EV TatS f"0a£s

\\ ~ , 3. (~ '1 I ,~" I J. ')'lTOI\l\WV xpvaos 'IV a 1'1:1 upOttOS aLTH, l!'lTli.p TOl!TWV ,/"WV(U • 
9 Corrupt. ~v repeated before TL Re. (Bad.): om. F. I 

IVTafJ8a ~v Ev30v 8 Re., F. (Bad.): <p Tau.ra ~I' Ev3ol' ~ other 
MSS. I 1'000' EKC.aTOI' MSS. except CV: TO (TOO CV) «aO' l«a
aTOV Re., F. (CV). i lCaTTJI'C£YlCa~Ev €ZupAi'ITl:1w Norman: €t. (~s 
U: Etaw Par. 3017) KaTTJVo.YICaS€ (-ov Bad.) PM'IT€LV MSS.: 
IIrs del. F.: ~vC£y«a'€ Re. . 

jJ Textually corrupt. The translation is that of Foerster's 
conjecture. cf. app. erit. 
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ORATION XIX, 31-33 


31. So I began to listen, and in the shouts of many 
of them there was the word " gold "-the shouting 
naturally having to do with the object of the crush.a 

When things reached the stage of meddling with the 
statues, there were some offenders, but the spectators 
far outnumbered the performers of this outrage. 
Then how was it that they did not try to stop them? 
I repeat what I have said before-that a stronger 
power prevailed to stop them. There was some 
superhuman agency here and within them, which 
forced each man to look upon this and prevented 
him from uttering a word. 82. No magistrate put 
in his appearance, and so, numerous though they 
were, they were forced to be still. b The city council~ 
lors, so far from participating in or witnessing such 
behaviour, went to ground wherever they could and 
tried to save their own skins, for they were afraid 
that if they appeared on the scene, they would be 
lynched. Upon the commission of even more shock~ 
ing outrages, the fear they entertained because of 
the lesser deeds appeared justified in consequence, 
for after the commission of such excesses, how were 
they to expect them to behave in other matters, 
especially when the house of one of the notables 
had already been set on fire? C They were much 
more concerned, though, for their lives than for their 
homes. 33. Anyway, they scattered because of the 
panic that affected them. They could not see one 

II Although the curia is, through the epimeletae, theoreti~ 
cally responsible for public order. the initiative must come 
from the provincial governor. 

o Arson as a sign of class grievance? It was used by the 
mob against the upper class in A.D. 354 (Or. 1. 103, Amm. 
Marc. 14. 7); and the example was only too fresh in their 
minds. 
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11 
 . ~.;
Liebeschuetz (pp. 124 f.) identifies this official with the 

· 

vvKTl1Tapxos-commander of the watch. His archers are 
clearly distinguished from army units. There was, in fact, 
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ORATION XIX, 33-36 

another, or tell or hear the news about the situation, 
and at the same time rumour exaggerated the 
numbers of those who attacked the statues, and so 
they lay low, praying for the end of the business, 
but incapable of venturing to act. 

34. One might infer that this did not occur save 
under divine compulsion from the following fact also. 
The commander who should have put a stop to such 
activities even without being summoned to do so, 
since he was in charge of archers maintained here 
against emergencies that require armed interven
tion, was summoned time and again but remained 
inactive, putting out idle excuses.a 35. Yet even if 
he had not been summoned at all, it would have been 
reasonable to expect him to up and run to the scene. 
He was an experienced soldier, and quite good other
wise, and he knew that the rioters would not stand 
even the sight of his bowmen. Yet in these matters 
that affected you, he would not move but dilly-dallied 
cautiously, though he was keen to assist one house
hold and with a couple of bowshots extinguished all 
the incendiarism that was expected as soon as it 
began, so that he stands self-condemned for not 
having done the same for more important matters. 
36. However, when the Count of the East heard that 
archers had engaged the incendiaries, he visited the 
scene in person, and brought in troop reinforcements, 
and so made it abundantly clear that with the same 
force he could have done the same in the previous 
stages too. Wounds sustained by the incendiaries 
from roof-tiles caused them to be handed over to 
trial, and the many ways of search did the same with 
no settled garrison in Antioch at this time. He also acts 
independently of both curia and the governors. 

'] 
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a By their attack on the imperial statues. 
b For the proceedings of the courts martial cf. Jo. Chrys. 

Hom. 3 (P.G. xlix. 56). ' 
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ORATION XIX, 86-40 

those guilty of sacrilege.a Their accomplices, who 
knew the identity and the actions of their fellows, 
turned state's evidence, and conviction was quick, 
clear and easy. 37. The prisoners had to be classified 
according to the seriousness of their crimes. So this 
was done. Then proceedings had to be instituted 
immediately for the punishment of the worst of
fenders. This too was done: some fell by the sword, 
or lost their lives at the stake, or met their deaths 
at the jaws of beasts. Nor could mere boys be 
saved by the very fact of their youth-their tender 
years, in fact, were a disadvantage to them in their 
involvement in such misdeeds. Those who escaped 
punishment were simply the innocent, for the in
vestigator everywhere applied such rigorous examina
tion to everyone that no one at all could evade the 
truth.b 

I 

38. Well, consider, Sire, the means by which after 
this you may have people to praise you. You will, 
I think, succeed if you regard it as sufficient that 
none of these malefactors should remain alive. If it 
were possible for a man to die the death many times 
over, we ought to have died so. But since this is im~ 
possible, it is time to put an end to yourwrath. 39. I 
can only trust that none of the rumoured courses of ac
tion is put into effect. Well, what are these? Rumour 
has it that you will unleash the military to pillage the 
property of us all, or to massacre the inhabitants of 
the city, or that you will avenge the insult by a 
huge fine or by shedding the blood of the leading 
lights of the city council.C 40. I tried to combat these 

~ As had been done by Diocletian after Eugenius' revolt 
in A.D. 303, cf. on § 45 below. 
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1 Sal F. (CAPU): S~ Re. (other MSS.). 
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ORATION XIX, 40-M3 


opinions, asserting that people with such ideas as 
these are quite unacquainted with you. You have 
heard my explanation that the action was not that 
of the city as a whole, so how can it be just for 
everyone to be put to death, for instance, those who 
at the time of this offence were not even resident 
here, or who were fettered by illness, or who thanked 
their lucky stars that they had not been murdered 
by someone? 

41. Besides, women also have belongings. And 
no one would say that women had any part in the 
outrage. Why, they would have offered up a prayer 
for their doors to be of steel, so frightened were they 
for their persons. So will the property of these 
women too, who are without husband, sons or 
brothers, lie at the mercy of those who are given a 
free hand to loot? 42. If they come and address 
you thus, " Sire, it was certainly not by our wish 
or seeking or encouragement that these occurrences 
took place. We didn't enjoy such misconduct, nor 
is it right that now we are reduced to beggary, 
especially when there is no one to relieve us, owing 
to universal poverty in the city," what will be your 
reply to this, Sire? Well, then? What if such re
marks were made not to you but to Helios? Shall 
we punish the grief-stricken for their lamentations, 
too? 43. No, and I see no room for any fine either. 
How can you impose a monetary fine upon those who 
cannot be proved to have gone wrong? What is 
more, if this is applied to us all, you will be seen to 
punish those whom you say you respect for their 
devotion to God. If there are to be exceptions and 
persons not to suffer the fine, then anyone like them, 
innocent of blame, will complain of victimization if 
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1 a1TO/('T<'{VO~ F. (VM Par. 3017); a.1TO/(,T<.lvli:£ U Bad., P 
corrected: a.1ToKndv!1 Re. (other MSS.): d.lI'OKTI!V€i Cobet. 

a Of. Or. .2. 10 n. .Members of Libanius' family, as above, 
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ORATION XIX, 4<3-47 


he does not receive the same treatment as they. 44. 
Moreover, if the future victims really are some of 
those who destroyed the statues, the punishment 
they deserve is death, not just financial. And if no 
one can say that this is the case, what are, they 
being punished for? Obviously, only for their curial 
station and their lives. And if one should resort to 
execution even ifhe can complain of no one's personal 
responsibility, this will be a punishment for their 
social status, not for their crime, and the duty which 
even now is regarded as one to evade will become 
even more terrifying. 

45. The indication of all this is that you must 
cease from your anger. If anyone mentions to you 
Diocletian, Eugenius, the usurper willy-nilly, the 
drunken march upon Antioch from Seleuceia, and 
my grandfather and Brasidas, and how they and 
some others were executed without trial or hearing 
simply because they were some of the leading 
members of the city, then he is mentioning to you 
behaviour which you ought not to copy.a 46. You 
cannot, I repeat, cannot compare a Theodosius with 
a Diocletian. It was to his advantage, too, not to 
whet the sword, but in fact after such a blood bath, 
despite his exceptional ability, he ruined his great 
achievements by his faults, and the result is that the 
very mention of his name excites dislike in the 
hearers and induces them to shy away. 47. Rather 
you should be reminded of the clemency employed 
by Ccnstantius towards the misconduct of the cities. 
After the death of Theophilus which that fine 
were executed and part of their property confiscated in 
Diocletian's punishment, c/. Or. 1. 3, 125; Or. 51. 30; Ep. 
1154. 
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1 paaLMwv F. (V): ~aaLMws Re. (other MSS.). 
2 "Eomaa Par. 3014, Morel, F.: "EJLE'O'a other MSS.: 

"Ep.E'O'aa Re. 

a Consularis Syriae, lynched A.D. 854, lifo Or. 1. 103, 
Amm. Marc. 14. 7. 6 if. Liebeschuetz (p. 58) suggests that 
these XaAKE't's were smiths from the arms factories. 

b Cj. Or. 1. 106 if., Amm. Marc. 15. 13. Seeck 282 (i), 
PLRE (a:v. Musonianus) 611. 
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ORATION XIX, 47-49 


governor suffered at the hands of five copper-smiths a 

at the chariot races quite contrary to his deserts, 
Constantius sent here Strategius as prefect,band, 
though sore at heart, when he spoke to him of 
punishment, he repeatedly insisted that he should 
go about the business with the utmost moderation. 
Nor did Strategius disregard these instructions, nor 
yet did any more matrons than was proper go into 
mourning. 

48. " Ah, but what took place then," it will be 
objected, " was the murder of Theophilus. Now we 
are concerned with an outrage against the imperial 
statues." Now I will ignore the fact that that 
incident also was an outrage against an emperor, 
and will demonstrate that, in precisely.similar cir
cumstances to these, Constantius remained true to 
himself. In the city of Edessa,c the inhabitants, 
resenting some treatment they had received, cast 
down his bronze statue, turned it face down, lifted 
it up, as they do ,,;ith children in school, and ad
ministered a thrashing to the back and back-side, 
commenting also that anyone visited with such a 
whipping was far removed from imperial dignity.d 
49. When Constantius heard of this, he did not fly 
into a temper, he sought no punishment, nor did he 
humble the city in any way. He refused to punish 
them, any more than he would have punished cranes 
for their clatter. This and such-like behaviour 
seemed so noble and praiseworthy, that by his 
_"";:] ...... _n":"'_ hl·n nlA.nl"'_enrt : ....... -11t1':tft ry mftt... e....., d:~
.. ,,?n.r.HlVUCH:l.ulVU 11 ;:) ;:)1~... .t').H ;:);:) 1U H II a H ~ '" 1;:) Y\'~;:) 1;:) 

C Of. Or. 20. 27, where the phrase b Tot, 6p.6pOLS TV 4,Uptg. 
confirms the reading of Par. 3014 here. 

a The traditional method of punishing schoolboys, as 
shown in Greek and Roman art. 
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1 €t'ITO' F.: iZl11'€ Re. (MSS.). 

a OJ. Or. 18. 206. 
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ORATION XIX, 49-53 


guised. Every year the Persians nibbled away bits 
of our territories and increased theirs at our expense:a 

but he still had his devotees to wish him long life 
because of his clemency towards the cities. 50. This 
can be a credit to any man, but especially to those 
in authority. When fortune allows omnipotence, it 
redounds greatly to a man's praise and renown that 
there should be some restraint and some moderating 
influence. Then will you want this said of another 
rather than let mankind say it of you ? Never, noble 
Sire, withdraw your claim to victory ill this sphere 
in favour of any man. 

51. But, in addition to these remarks, consider the 
kind of city it is of which I speak. In the first place, 
no city should be overlooked, not even the smallest, 
nor one perched on a cliff-top. b The gods' concern 
is for every one, and they are their possessions. It 
might be said that in such cases it would be no great 
loss as, for instance, in a chorus when the worst 
member stays quiet. 52. But of our city you can 
neither say nor think any such thing, for it extends 
over such a great area that it is hard to travel from 
one gate to another, and it has such an extent of 
fertile land surrounding it that it produces every
thing and is self·sufficient. The fountains inside the 
city walls ·are no small ones, nor are they few in 
number, and there are not many that you can com
pare with those flowing from Daphne to the city. 
53. Besides, the winter is mild, the summer most 
pleasantly tempered by the breellcs. Our daily 
market· flourishes and induces in the beholders a 
wish to purchase. The produce imported from every 

b 0/. Phocyl./r. 4 (quoted by Dio Chrysostom, 01.. 36. 
13). 
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'8' \ I'!;:: \ I'!;:: \ \ • \ I I a vp,tav. uv OE fJ-'fJ0E TrJV E7Tt. TOVT4! nfJ-wptav 
., \,,/..' 'I' P. \ '" \ \\\, I'!;:: ...
ayvoEt, T'fJV 'fVY'fJV, W fJaUt.I\EV, T'fJV 7101\I\'fJV avopwv/ 

,... 't:::: I 1""/'" f ,
YVVaLKWV, 71awwv, YEY'fJpaKOTWV, wv a'f EKaUTOV 

\\\ ~, ,""" ''''' 1 I7101\1\0. oaKpva KaTa TWV OVWV, KaTa TWV OpEWV, 
\" '\ 'I' ( 8' I'!;:: \' " KaTa TWV Kap,'fJI\WV. WV 0 p,tU oS' ot.7Tl\aUtoS' TTJ 

Xpdq, TWV p.tu80vp,lvwv, 6 oe T~P,EPOV €YKaAWV Tq, 
' '" " I ,..., IfJ-EfJ-LU8WfJ-EV4! TWV TaVTO 710toVVTWV T'fJS' E7Tt.OVQ"f}S' 

" " ~ , f , , t, '\
Eunv. 57. E71EtyoVTat OE Ot fJ-EV E£S' ETEpaS 710l\EtS I 

f ~, " I , \, f ''''' r '\
Ot DE EtS' aypovS', Kat KEV'fJ fJ-EV WS' Et.7TE tV 'fJ 7101\tS, 

c ~ \ , '" "" , " I'!;::,," 8'at OE 7TptV TO. 0.710 TWV aypwv Of:Vpo aYOVUL Ka 
( I '\ f~ \ , .... '\ \ \ A I
EKaUT'fJV 71VI\'fJV ooOt TaK T'fJS' 710I\EWS' 710I\I\aXTJ fJ-Ept.

1 Kat1'Ot conj. Re. (" probabiliter, nisi av&g,oS' scribendum 
est," F.). 

a A summary of the praises of Antioch described in Or. 11, 
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side is plentiful: it receives it gladly and looks after 
it and allows no complaint against its regulations.a 

54. Of the over-all strength of the city many wars 
agai.nst the Persian empire have given us proof, b_ 

and not least, that which the late Emperor Julian 
completed, when he taught those trained to flight 
to become pursuers, and at long last he gave back to 
the Romans their proper function. c 55. So do not 
think your delibe,rations now to be concerned with 
anything else than the well-being of the empire, 
since they deal with a city which the Persians 
would want either out of existence or in distress, since 
their own ends would then be furthered. Do not 
then further the desires of the barbarians, nor yet 
slight the abilities of Celsus, for if you go to excess, 
then his moderation is ignored; and yet he is a man 
deserving of honour. 

56. "Those who have been put to death are a 
small matter as compared with your discomfiture." 
But, Sire, do not ignore the damage to follow-the 
mass exodus of men, women, children and old people, 
from each of whom come tears over their asses, 
mules and camels. And the price of hiring these is 
doubled because of the need of the hirers, and if a 
man today reproaches another for hiring them, to
morrow he will be one of those doing the same thing. 
57. They hurry off, ei~her to other towns, or to their 
estates, and the city is practically empty. The 
roads, which used to bring here the produce of the 
countryside through every gate, now rHsperse the 
city-dwellers far and wide. They believe that, if 
frequently recurring in Libanius, especially in arguments 
ad 1'ri'ise-rico-rdiarn (e.g. O-r. 1. ~). 

b Of. Or. 11. 177 fr. c OJ. Or. 18.208 fr., 24.39. 
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y " \, \) \"'8 c,:>ovatv. otOV7'at yap fLEVOV7'ES fLEV a7TOI\€ta a£ s t-
J.."" '8' I.' ' I.'IJ;I.'I "'fWV €7T1:1\ OV'TWV 1 0£aa7TapEV'TES OE U OVva£'TO €Ka

'" ,," 'J.. -- \' 58 1 I.' \ " a'TOS 'TVXEW av taws aa'fat\Etas. • KatpOs OE 'TOtS 
\ " l' ", " rl\'tJa'TatS' otOS ovx E'TEPOS, XP'Y}fLa'TWV fLEV KOfLt':;,o· 

, ( 1 1.'1" 'J.. 1 J..I 1.'1
fLEVWV, PCfa'TwV'Y}S OE ova'Y}s EtS a'fay'Y}v. 'fEpEL oE 

R 650 d 7To'TafLOS I VEKP0;'S es 'T~V 8aAaaaav oiJs tJLflaA
\' ,.. J.. '\,\1 \
I\OV'TWV 'TWV 1TE'f0VEVKO'TWV OEXE'Tat. Kat a'TEVO

I '" .... 1\ B 'I.' " ,.. 1\ 
xwp~a fLEV EV aypotS, ol\£yav pW1Tta OE €V rn 7TOl\€t, 

rI 't Q \,.. '" \)/ 59WU'T E£va£ /",paXV 'TO~S at'T01T0t018 'TO EPYOV. • 
\:' I I.' \ f \', \ '\ • J.. I " oaKpvOVat OE Ot fLEV OV1TW 'T'Y}v 1TOl\W a.'fEV'TES 'Tl.p 

1 I t 1.'" \8 ' "'8 I \,\ 1fL'Y}7TW, Ot 0 a7TEI\ OV7'ES 'T<p 11'0 <po vOU'Y}JLQ,'Ta OE F 411 
,,.. '1 " f 1." , 8 \ I
La'TPWV a7TaVE£ V£Kg.. ° 0 a7To avwv 7Ta'Tp<pwv 
) , 1 \ \ \'\" ,\ ,.. I.' \ 1

EU'T€p'Y}'Tat fLV'Y}fLa'TWV. tUJL0S' DE €V aV I\tJLcp ota 'TO 

7TA~"'BoS' 'TWV €Kaa'TaxoiJ KaB'Y}JL€vwv. aPX0V7'ES 8J 
" \ A I \""~" ax OV7'a£ fLEV 'TatS JL€TaVaa'Taa€CJ£, KWI\Vaat OE OVK 
" 1"\ A 1\ \ " \, \ ,
Exova£ 'TIl 'TOV fLEI\I\OV'TOS' ayvotg.· 7TpOS yap 'TOV 'TPE

1 \'\'" 8' \ , '" 1fLOV'Ta 'TO fL'Y}O€V EaEU at I\V7T'Y}pOV OVK a'll eyyv'Y}aa

aOat 8ovatV'To. ~a'TL 8' ovv OVM'TEpOS ggw ~ofiov,
" t' "t I \ \ l'OV'TE 0 JL€VWV OV'T€ 0 7TOP€VOfL€VOS. Kat yap OV'TOS 
\ I ~ I~ \ i' I '" 

'TO fL€JLE11IJKEVat OEOOtK€. 'TO OVV XPOVOV 'ToaoV'TOV 
, r' J.. 'Q ' " \ 1."'Toaov'Tip aVVEI;;,'Y}KEVat 'f0/",ip 7T0U'Y}V EXEt TrJV OtK'Y}V;'\ \ \ 8 I \,.., ,,.. 

€I\ms yap a.Va'TOV Kat 'TOV JL'Y} Y€V'Y}aOfL€VOV TrJS 
aVEV 7TpoaSOKLas 7TA'Y}y~s dAYEtVO'TEpOV. 60. 11'0,1

Aots Q.7TO,1W,1E xp~JLa'Ta, fiaatAEV, 1TOAAO~S 8€pa7Tat
, 'J.. ,.. I \\ " " vat €V ov 'f0P'Y}'TOtS KaJLa'TOtS, 1TOl\I\ats fL'Y}'Tpaatv €K 

.... I 't. I - \ 1." \ \ \ "I.'
'TWV YOlla'Twv €'i:,E1T€a€ 'To, 1Ta.tota, 1TOI\I\OVS avopas 

~p7TaaE ,1Tla'TC.7JV KOfLa'Ta, 7ToMot 'Tats ~vxa'is Kat 

'Ta~~v 7TpO(Ja~TJPEe1J(Jav. E'Tipa ylyov€v ~ft'iv 'rj 
1 cnraV€L conj. Re., F. (U, correction in P): O'11"aI'LI' Re. 

text (other 11188.): rnrdVt~ Morel, Savile. 

IX Of. Or. 1. 252 (cited Introduction, p. 237 n.). 
/) This exodus is the contrary of conditions prevailing in 
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they stay, they will die at the thrust of the sword, 
butt if they scatter wherever they cant they perhaps 
stand a chance of safety. 58. For highwaymen there 
never was such a heaven-sent opportunity; they 
get the money, and have a free hand to murder. 
The river carries the bodies of their victims down to 
the sea, receiving them when the murderers throw 
them in. On the country estates there is hardly 
room to move, while there are so few people left in 
town that the bakers are on short time. 59. Those 
who have not yet left town weep that they have 
not done so; those who have, weep in their longing 
for it.a Epidemics are rife because of the lack of 
doctors. The dying are robbed of the family tomb. 
There is famine in the midst of plenty because of 
the crowds of squatters everywhere. b The governors 
resent the migrations, but in the uncertainty about 
the future, they cannot stop them. They cannot 
guarantee the panic-stricken citizens that no harm 
will come to them. So in neither case, whether he 
stays or goes, is anyone free from fear. Indeed, in 
the latter case, he is already afraid to stay. So what 
a punishment is involved in having lived so long 
wedded to such fear! The expectation of death, 
even if it never comes about, is more painful than 
the unexpected blow. 60. Many persons, Sire, have 
lost their money or their maid-servants in their in
tolerable distress: many a mother has had her child 
fall from her lap; many a man has been stripped 
by the hordes of bandits, and has been robbed of life 
and burial too. Our city has changed entirely-to 
Antioch since A.D. 38~; the city had then been a p]ace of 
refuge for squatters, the hungry peasantry. Hence the l!n~ 
usual feature of the bakers on short time now. 
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1\ ., 1 , \ 0' ,~ \ 1\ I I \R 651 	?TO/lLS' 1) 7'0 yE 0,1\1) €O'7'€POV, OVOE ?TOI\'S', KEKI\EI,

7'0,1,1 fL€V I8la7'pov €KE'ivo,K€KA€('7'at1 O€ i?T?T68pOfLOS', F 4H 
" JI J,." ~,,~ IIJ IOU KOp1)V ayE7'al, VVfL'f'toS', OU OlfO€S' a?T7'OV7'at 1'0,

, f I II~ 'c"\ll ''I' 1fLOtS, 	OVX VfL€vaws lfO€7'at, €s1)I\UOV aVl\o, ?TaVT€S', 

€gfjAOoV aVptYYES1 E~AOOV 4afLa7'a. 013 aKwfLfLa, 
, 'A , I ,~\ (,...... ......

OUK aaTHOV, OV aVfL?Toawv. OVO€V a?TI\WS 7'WV 
• <;: \ 1 1 \ '''~ ., 2' 'A1)UOV1JV rpEpOV7'WV Ka, xaptV 'DOt ns av EV aVT'll. 
61. Ka7'aMAVV7'at fLEV at ?T€P~ 7'o.vs A6yovs Sta7'pt-
Q I _ \ ''I ~ \ f \' 1 ~ '" tJat, KaTUI\€I\UV7'at DE" at ?T€pt 7'0, ypafLfLa7'a 01,00,

\1 ~~, ~\ '~I ''''' 0'aKal\tat. otoaaK€t DE OVoe-,S' OVOE fLav aVE£. vo
lIt I " , ~'f J,. I

aovv7'WV fLEV 1) xpoa, OVK EPPWfL€VWV o€ 1) 'f'wV1J, 
\ I ~'f' I , , 11\ \ fl7El7l\av1)fLEvwv oE 1) YVWfL1), Kat ns err aMOV op

1 	 \ I "_"\ \ , I 0fL1)aaS' I\oyov El7 aMOV al71)V€X 1). 

62. OtfLat O€ Kat 7'OV OEOV {Jo1)OOVV7'C! fLoV 7'OtS 
\ I " " \ fp , A II ' 1\0yOtS' ayEw Em 7'1jV WfLatWV Y1)V EpatK1)V 

, """ . 'I'" ,<;:" , Il7pEa 	 EWV. OV yap av EXOt KMWS W€tV €KEWOVS 
1\ 

j3 	
'<"')3 ,fI I " Al7OI\W T7JV 7'WV l7pOS EW fLEyta7'1jV €V fLtaEt 7'E 7'l.p 

\ 	 A \ \' '" I ......l7apa aov Kat KOl\aaEatV a£axvv7Jv EXOVaatS Tl.p 
I ,.. 1\ I l' ~, ,.. '0'TpOl7l.p 7'1jS 11'0I\EWS. VOfLtaas OVV fL7JOE TaVTa a EH 

ye-y€vfjaOat ytyvov l7P~OS Kat fL~ aTEfY1Ja'llS ~V ~fLE-
I 'I' II J,.'1 I 1 '~/~ ''IITEpav WV a'f'l\ayovwv nat fLETaoEOWKas OI\,YO£S 

'\1 ,,.. 1\ " IJ,.'1" ... ,..,
Ol\tY1JV OtKOvat 1701\/'v 7J Kat 'f'VI\7JS fL£as TWV OKTW-

Ie:;: ~ , f "'" \ I
KatoEKa TWV 'Trap 1)fLtV I\Et'TrETat. 

63. Ka,\ov, KaA6v, J) j3aatAEv, Kat a€ TOVTOtS 
I 0 1 ... <;: \ , A J,. \ I

aEfLvvVEa at Kat 'Trawas aovs Kat TaVTa 'f'tl\onfLtav 

1 KIKAfWTa.£ Re. (1M Bad., correction in C). 

2 av F. (V, ins. I); om. Re. (other :r.fSS.). 

3 rqv MSS., om. Re.: T~V before J./,fylCfT'l]v Re. (Bad., ins. 


1). om. F.: <,-wv> ins. Re., F. 

a OJ. 	(fr. 28. 20, 84. 14. b Of. Or. 20. 47, 
C Including the withdrawal of civic amenities, as in § 60 ; 
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be more accurate, it is not a city at all. The theatre 
there is shut ~ so is the race course. No bridegroom 
takes his bride back home, no torch is lit for the 
marriage, no marriage song is sung. All the flutes 
and pipes and songs have left us. There is no jest, 
no witticism, no drinking party. Absolutely nothing 
can be seen here that is conducive to pleasure and 
enjoyment. 61. The classes of rhetoric have melted 
away a; so have the elementary classes. There is 
no one to teach and no one to learn. There is the 
pallor of illness, the voice of invalids, the mind of 
bewilderment. If they start on one topic, they fly 
off' at a tangent to another. 

6Q. I believe that heaven also assists my pleas, and 
has brought into Roman territory an embassy from 
Persia.b It would not be right for them to see the 
greatest city of the East visited with your displeasure 
and with punishments that bl'ing shame upon the 
life of the city. c So consider that this too has not 
been brought about without gods' aid, and be 
lenient. Do not deprive our city of the privilege 
which you granted a few Paphlagonians who inhabit 
a wretched little town d that cannot match anyone 
of the eighteen wards that make up our city.e 

63. It is a fine thing, Sire, a very fine thing for you 
to pride yourself on this, and your sons tool and 

and the transfer of metropolitan status to Laodicea, Theodo
ret. H.E. 5. 20. 

a Jones, LRE iii. 848, identifies this with the formation of 
the province of Honorias from areas of Bithynia and Paphla
gonia. This was founded and named in honour of Honorius 
(born Sept. A.D. 382): 'V. R.E. viii. 2277. 

, Of. Or. 24. 26 n. (Vol. I, pp. 508 f.). 
I Arcadius was already Augustus, the infant Honor-ius not 

yet so. 
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T€ I Kat, atSax~v aVTOtS €lvat TOU 7TWS' S€~ KatpO~S' F 41 
• 1 )..1 8 )..1 \ \ ~ \1 
0fLow~S 7Tpoa'f'€pEa at. 'f'€PWV }.I.€V yap ovaKO/\Las 

t I " } ~\" I t \ o XpovoS ov 7TaVa€Tat, }.I.€ya DE E}(€tVOLS 0 J.l.Ut }.I.1]
\ a '\ I r "[J \ \ ~ 

TOV aV}.I.fJOV/\EvaOVTa s1]T€tV OtKOU€V Kat 7Tapa TOV 
• )..1 ! " \ 

~ 

IR 602 'f'vaavTos €XOVaL T1]V 7TapatV€aLv.
' ~,\ \\\ ).. I 'l' Q '\.... \64. AV€ 01] T1]v 7TO/\/\1]V aV}.I.'f'opav, W jJaatl\€V, Kat 

TatS ~vya'is KaL TotS' 60vp}.l.o'is e,lawaov ~V TfjS 

Ka0680v ~atSp6T1]Ta. KO}.l.tOaOOw T£S 7'OV 7Tap
,.. I D \ ~ I ).. \ I \8€vwva, KO}.l.taaauw TO OW}.I.aTLOV, 'f'L/\1]aaTW Tas 
/ {jl \ ~ I \ '}" t ,

7TPWTaS uvpas, Tas O€V'i€paS, Tas E7T €KELVaLS, a7TO
, I""" \ ,rl ,,.. f""" 
/\avaaTW 7'1]S VVKTOS €LS V7TVOV €V TOtS aVTOV KaTa

/ 65 \ '\ ,.. \. / ~ / 1 ,..
KEL}.I.€VOS. • 7TO/\/\WV }.I.EV aK1]Koas EyKW}.I.LWV TWV 

\ (JI f I ,... ~\ \ I A 

}.I.€V aUEVf.t P1]TOpWV, 'TWV DE KaL }.I.avtCf 7TOt1]TWV 
,. I ., l' ,... I , \ \ \ 

€tpyao}.l.f.VWv €V OLS 7Ta'TpepaL 7'€ «pE7'aL Kat aaL 
'~/' \ I \ I \,.. \

KaL 07TI\a Kat aTpa'T1]ytaL Kat }.I.axat KaL VtKat Kat 
\ \ ~ \,.. .... [J'''''' >1\ '\ ')"

TO 7Tapov of. aX1]}.I.a TOVTO, KaU 0 TOtS aN\OLS E'f' 
/ tIt \ \ .... Q Po' II

Ea7"fJKas EKOVTWV VITO aE 'TWV jJapfJapwv tDV7'WV. 
I ~ \ __ '\ '\ / \ \" \ I " 

7TOt1]OOV 01] }(U/\/\LOVS 7'OVS }.I.E7'a 7'aV7'a /\oyovs 7'ep 
\\/ ,.. ,..~, I ,.. \ 

Ka/\/\tW TOtS 7TapovaL 01] 7'OV7'ots 7TOt1]aaL T1]V 
• 1 [J " " 1 1\ " \ 1V7TouEOtV. OV7'WV yap EKHVWV }.I.Eya/\wv eVL T£ 7T/\EOV 
, I f \ 1't \\' I 

N "
EV 7'OV7'OLS V7TEp WV 0 /lVVt /\oyoS. 


I 'l'[J1 )..\1 \ ,

66. fvaov 7'0 tVVV , W UEta K€'ra/\1], Kat 7TOtTJaas F 41 

}.I.OL 7'0 yfjpas dJoaL}.I.OV 7'0 7Tf.pt mv rl~'iy}.l.at KaTWp

OWK'vaL xp1]a~v ayyEAlav ~'pov7'a 7'OtS E}kaV7'oiJ 
\ / • I • ..I,7TO/\LTaLS a7T07TEfMf1OV. 

1 fYKWJ.dwv Morel, F. (Par. S014): lYKWP.ta. Re. (other MSS.). 

308 

http:lYKWP.ta
http:rl~'iy}.l.at
http:dJoaL}.I.OV


oRATION XIX, 63-66 


for this to be a stimulus and obj ect-Iesson to them as 
to how to deal with similar situations. Time will 
not cease to bring its disillusionments, but, I feel, it 
will be of great importance not to have to seek out 
counsellors, since they have their inspiration in the 
family and in their father. 

6·1<. Relieve us, then, Sire, of our grave distress, 
and equate with our exile and our lamentation the 
gloriousness of our restoration. Let us recover our 
boudoirs and our bedrooms. Let us kiss our front 
doors, the inner doors, and those thereafter, and let 
us enjoy our sleep of nights as we lie down in our 
own beds. 65. You have heard many panegyrics 
composed by the strength of oratory and the inspira
tion of poetry. In them your father's virtues a and 
your own loom large, as do your wars and campaigns, 
your battles and. victories, and this your present 
state, whereby you are set over all others, now that 
the barbarians of their own free will acknowledge 
your sway,l) Ennoble the orations which will follow 
hereafter by ennobling the theme of this address of 
mine. Great though those achievements may be, 
there is something higher still in the subject of my 
present discourse. 

66. Consent then, most hallowed majesty, and 
bless myoId age with the successful attainment of 
the object of my coming, and dismiss me as the 
bearer of good tidings to my fellow citizens. 

11 Count Theodosius, PLRE (3), 902 ff. Of. Pan. Lat. 
H? 5. 2. b Athanaric; rj. § 16 n. 
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rrpo~ 0EO~0~ION TON BA~IAEA 

EllI TAI~ ~IAAAArAI~ 
"0' '\ \ I " " A.R 653 1. j.t€v 7TON\aK£S 7TPO€t7TOV1 WSt"OVT, EaTaL 71/ F li. 

1\ (\ \ )(\\., ., "',... I 
7TOI\E£ oE£VOV OVOEV ETEpOV a TE 1]V EV TTJ np.wpu! 

I ~ I~ ,,' f) I .,7TE7TavaETa£1 OEoE£KTa£ 7TaatV av PW7TOtS, 07TOV yE 
\ '\ t,. 1:' '" <I "I:'" ,Kat 7T01\£V V7T1JP~€ p.DL 7TpoaE£7TELV 1]V OVK Es1]V 7TPOTE

, ,~, ~I ,,1" " ~ '" 
pOV' E7T€I. DE oLKawv TOtoS €V 7TE7TOt1JKoa£v a7TOoOVvat 

I ~",..,.. A,.. 'A ' f J\
XaPLV, ot €fLOV TOVTO 7TOLEL TWV VT£OXEWV 1J 7TOI\£S 

ri}s fLtv Ot' EPYWV afLOLpfjs a7ToAEAE£fLfL1v1], TV ot 
~ \ \ I ., 1 \ " '" I ~" 
ota l\oyWV, aVT1J yap av EL1J fLOV1J, XpWfLEV1J. UOKEL 

8' fLOt Kat \ Tots f)w'is vp.vos a7Tas Etl EXWV a7TaVTOS F 42~ 
, f) , 1. , (~ , ... nI Ii:' f 
ava 1Jp.aTOS E£vaL TtP.LWTEpOS, WS U1JI\OL tvoapos 0 
Do a ... r' \ ~ n f)' \ " 
~1Jt'atoS P.ELI:,OVWV TTapa TOV v LOV TETVX1J KWS 1J 

( \" I, " 'Cl ' I
O£ 7TI\ELaTOV xpvaLov EKELaE KEKOfL£KOTES. N. awxv

\ ,. "" ,,.., ...... ff) I 

VOfLaL fLEV ow TOLS KaTa T1JS EfLaVTOV P1J 1JUOfLEVOLS 
\1 '\ (\\ '" " I J.. I ~ IR 654 I\OYOLS, E7TE£ OE OVK EV' TOVTO 'f'vyoVTa awaa£ TO 

7TpOafjKOV TljJ 7TEP~ TfjS XdPLTOS Aoy<tJ1 ~pdaw T(.t 
, \ " "f) I a \ I \"" , ...

a7TO T1JS al\1J ELas t'0VI\OfLEVOS P.EV av EXELV EL7TEW 
\ ' ''' JI ...... " ~, I , I 

n 7TEpt aVT1JS afLEWOV, T1JS avaYK1Js oE TaV71/ ayov, ... 
a1JS EpW. 

1 uVr1j Re., F.: UVT~ 11183. 

(I Cf. Pausan. 9. Sl3. 3; Eustathius (Biographi Graeci, 
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ORATION 20 


TO THE EMPEROR THEODOSIUS, 

AFTER THE RECONCILIATION 


1. I OFTEN foretold that the city would suffer no 
further harm and that there would be an end put to 
the business of punishment. This has been demon
strated to all mankind, not least by the fact that I 
have been able to speak of her as a city, which I 
could not do before. However, since it is right to 
to return thanks to one's benefactors, the city of 
Antioch does so through me and, finding it impos
sible to make due exchange by deeds, she uses the 
method of words-the only one left to her. Every 
hymn well done is, I feel, more precious to the gods 
than any offering, as is proved by Pindar the Theban,a 
who received a greater reward from the Pythian 
than any who had bestowed there vast treasures of 
gold. 2. Ashamed as I am of the tale I have to tell 
against my native city, it is impossible for me, if I 
seek to evade the issue, to preserve the elements 
appropriate toa speech of thanks. Hence I shall 
speak the plain truth. For all my desire to be able 
to tell a pleasanter tale about her, I shall say my say 
in the way that necessity dictates. 

ed. Westermann. pp. 99 ff.}. Special privileges for Pindar's 
descendants at Delphi, Plut. De sera num. vind. IS. 
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3, 'Ey~v€'ro cpavA7] 7TEpt j3aatMa XP7]aTov ~ ~fL€-
I ') '\ \ ", \ ,.. , I 

TEpa 7TO/\£S fl·ETa fLEV 'T7]V 'T7]S €7TWTO/\7]S avayvwa~v 
, I '\, \, ,..~ .... ,' \ 8' 

a7ToaELOfLEJ.'7] T7]V apX7]v EV TCfJ OOKEtV E7TL TOV EOI' 
J.. I ~"~ , ,).. ~ ,

KaTa..,.,EVYEtV, TWV yap aOLKovfLEVWV a'f'aLpEtV OVK 
,~ ~I " tl \ Q ~ \;" I

EV7]V 07]7TOV TaVTL To.. p7]fLaTa. /\at'0vaa oE Tav~ 

'T7]v -ri}v dpX~v €V T0 8LKaaT7]p[cp 7TOV7]pa O"VfLfLopta 

7TAEtOVS EgW TWV 8vpwv 7TpoaAafiovaa Kat P.ET' 
" " \' I J \ >I, \ , I€KEWOVS ETL 7T/\EWVS KaL 7Tat\LV a/\/\ovs aVVEXEav fLEV 

> '" ~Q\' ,~ ,
Tal' TCfJ KotV<P t'allaVEtCfJ VOfLCfJ oLaTETaYfLEva, KLV7]
8 ' ~ , t' , ~ l' >I\;' '" r ' 

EVTES oE V1T aVTWV WI' Eopaaav E7Tt fLEt",w KaL 
, , ,II J.. \;' A

1TapavofLWTEpa 1Tpoam7TTova~ fLEV OVTW a'{.Ioopws 
~ ,.,,, \ '\;' 'A ",

TTJ TOll apXOVTOS KLyK/\WL Ka~ Ta~s fLET EKEtV7]V 

e ' ., \;' It' FA 't I , IvpaLS, waTE oHaa~ TOVS V1T7]pETas fL7] Ka~ p7]- 4~ 
l:: ' " I ,I 't ,..
saVTES aVTas a7TOKTEtVWatv aVTOV1 OLa TOtOVTOt Kat

, , \\,., ~ '" '" 8'POt 7TE7TOt7]KaaL 7To/\/\axov 1 TOVTO oE OV OVV7] EVTES 

KaTEX€av fL€V TWV €avT<vv K€cpaAwv Vfip€ts, OVTW 
\" , ,.. (\ ')~, ') " .... 

yap ap.EtVOV Et7TELV, as oVO EV Ka7T7J/\€Lip TWV TtS 
, , I 'J..' " ~" '<:" " R 655 ayopa~wv E'i"' E'7EpOV TWV Lawv. 4. TOVTCfJ OE ovn 

"8 "I ''''~" 7]Kav opafLOVTES<:' , E7TLToaovnp To.. oLa TWV EpyWV E7TE 
I " ,.. '\ \' I

aE TE KaL T7]V yvvaLKa T7]V a7]v Ica.L TEKva, l XEpat, TE 
I 1\ ,.. <:' ,(; " , , , 

Ka~ KU/\OLS TaVTa oEtSaVTES xafLat. Kat OVK a7Tf.XP7] 
~ :> \ \' '1'\ t, 11\ t '" " ' TUVTa J a/\/\ Et/\KOV OL fL€V o/\OVS, Ot Of. otEa7TaafLf.

, t' ~ ''''' <:,1 ~ Q \ AtVOVS. Kat ot fLEV TOWVTU 7]O~KOVV, Ot OE Tip t'aatl\Et 

TaVTa dYYEAOVV7'ES ifEaav 7TEcpptKbTES ofa acpos aE~-
1 TeKva (Kat) x,(£pal F. 

~ C/o Or. 19. ;to ff. Again the responsibility for protest is 
placed on Christians (TOV 8Eell'). 

b The claquf", as shown by Browning, J.R.S. H)52. The 
OLi(a(JT~pwv is the headquarters of the consula1"is (OtKaaT~S), 
of. 01', 1!1. 28. 

C For the activities of the mob outside the baths cf. Or. 
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3. Our city let herself down towards a good em
peror when, after the recital of the imperial rescript~ 
it tried to shake off the bonds of discipline by having 
recourse ostensibly to the god,a for obviously such 
words could not remove any of its grievances. An un
scrupulous gang found the start for this in the court
room,b and gained more support outside its doors, 
and yet more and more again. The official regulations 
for the public baths c they turned upside down, and 
spurred on by their own actions to worse excesses 
still, they attacked the railings of the governor's 
house, and then its doors, so violently that the ser
vants were scared that they would break them down 
and murder him~ as has often occurred elsewhere on 
such occasions. However~ failing in this, they heaped 
upon their heads d, insults-to employ a euphemism 
-insults which none of the market people would 
apply to one of their own kidney even at their stalls. 
4. That was bad enough, but they set the seal upon 
it by their actions, rushing to the attack against the 
statues of yourself, your wife and children,e and 
revealing them cast down to the ground by hands 
and ropes. Even that was not enough; they dragged 
them along, either whole or smashed to bits. Such 
were their crimes, and messengers went to inform 
the emperor of it, in fear and trembling for the news 

22. 6. For the narrative of the sequence of events c/. 
Downey. Antioch, pp. 426 ff. 

Ii A play on language. as noted by Scholiast on V: 
K!!~aAdS JIITav9a TOVS {3a.cnAEis aVrovs A£,),!!', emphasized by Jcw o 

'I'Wl'. Thus the pun is (a.) their sovereign heads, (b) their 
own persons. 

~ OJ. Sozom. II.E. 7. 23, Theodoret, H.E. 5. 20. Libanius 
rarely mentions the princes by Mme, their mother (Flaccilla) 
never. 
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1 ~ I) "" '0 ~ \,. \
UEt fL'I]VVELV. 'I] 7TOII.L!; DE E P'I]VELTO 7Tapa TWV TO, 

,. 0 1 • ~, ~\ I", ~ 1 ' fI i:
TOtaVTa TE EafLEvwv. 5. at uE €1I.7TLOES, 'I] fLEV 'l]c:;€LV 
\' 2~' ~ '" I J..I ."'"II.0XOV E7TL Tep TWV 7rapa7TL7TTOVTWV 'fOvep 1 'I] DE OV 

~ 1 "". ,. "" " "i: 3KTEVELV fLEV, OL ap7Tay'I]!; DE TO, 7TaVTWV EsEtV, 

JTtpa 8E' "'~~OS €7T~yE 8'1]fLtwv OEe,atS a.7To.\luOat 
\ \ Q \,. '" e ~\... , \

fLEV TO jJOVlI.€VOVJ a7TOII.W at DE fLOtpav ov fLtKpav 

novel' np 8~fLep· r 

6 TI '" 'I' l' "" \ "\ F• cos ovv OV'TOS; 7TUtOEVEL fLEV 'TtfLWpLf{- TLVL 'T'1JV 42~ 
1/ , I '" '5 \ ' '''\''taULV EXOVO] ovvafLEv7Jv TO 7TE7TavfLEVOV 'T'lJ II.V7rll 7Ta
, '\ '0 '" \ I '" \ \. \
II.tV MEV EPOV TWV II.V7TOVVTWV 7Tot'l]uat Kat fL'I] afLtll.
\ I 0" ""6 ' 0 1 ./ ,.,
lI.au WI' L7T7TOt, fL'I]O EtS EaTpOV t'TW fL'I]TE 0 TEp7TWV 

I t J ,,..., I 1\ t 
fL'I]TE 0 TEp7TOfLEVOS Kat fLtKpas OVOfLaTL 7TOAEWS 'I] 

J.\ \' 0 '''') Q- \ , I 0I
fLeYall.T} KEKII.'I]U W Kat T'I]S EK jJUll.aVELWV a7TEXW W 

J.. ,.. l' '''' ' ''\ , \ "" \ " ,'TpV'f'l]S, WI' OVOEV all.V7TOV, E7TL DE T'I]V EVtWV KpLUtV 
, \ f' ,~'" I )\ I '" \

7rEfL7rEL fLEV OLS UVVTJOEt otKaWUVVT}JI, €II.€YXOV oE 
I 'u 1 • '" \ \ , 'J.. '\ i:

1TOtT}UOS KVPWVS OfLWS aVTep TO 1I.0t7TOV E'fVlI.aSEV 
• I',/.' U " J.. I 7I 01TWSU 01TOUOV a'PT}uEt a7TaUtV EL'I] KaTa'favES. • 

, t " '"' , f ." ).....'
Kat Ot fLEV a1TOpOVVT€S apV7Ju€WS EK€tVTO EV Tep OL

I \,... t I ''"' ~\ A ,

K'I]p.aTt Kat 7TaPT}uav 0(, TOVTWV OLKEtot OLa TWV 1TpO 

TOU OcivaTOV ~t'\7JfLaTWV 7'1]JI fLET' d8vPfLWV Xap'
't I , "0' U "\ ~ ''t "" ,:>OfLEVOt xaptv. E7rEL J 07TEp 'T]lI.l0S EpyasETaL Vtk:WV 
,,.. IJ.. J..'" l' , \A' \... \ 

aKTWL VE'f'T]J 'fWS 'l]KEV E7TLUTOII.'I]S a.7TElI.aVVOV TO 
I \ '" \ "t / '" '" \

UKOTOS, Kat 1Tav fLEV U11JYVOJl €S€K€XWPT}K€L, 7Tav OE 
, 'J.. I " '" '0' IEtS EV'fpOClVV7JV arOV €LUEII.7JII.V E£ Kat 1TpOU'I]yoptav 

I\ \ "'0" , 0' "'" ,TE 'M]V 1TpLV au tS HXOfLEV Ka{' EafLaTWV ELOT} Kat 
" 0 '" \ ,\ • '" ,.. • '\ \ \lI.Ouuau a.t 0'1] Kat T'I]V aVTTJS 'YTJ'V 7J 1TOlI.tS Kat T'Y}V 


1 ~ Cobet, F. (T): ai Re. (other MSS.). 


2 t.OXOJl Re., F.: A6yoJl MSS. II ~~f"JI Cobet. 

4 OE F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). I ifJ~~Oll M. 


5 OVJla.p-'IfTIJI Re. (PU): ~l"b1i F. (other MSS.). 


6 1"1/0' F. (conj. Sintenis): fL~'T' Re. (ItISS). 

1 O",lJ."'S 'R" ...... , "'.),~.~ 'f"" \ "",u.u ")r"'" "'t.v., 11. If OJiJ. (run • 

a Cf. Or. 19. 6~, Jo. Chrys. lImn. 17 (P.G. xlix. 176). 
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they had to tell, and the city was filled with the la
mentations of those who had seen such enormities. 
5. It was expected either that a regiment would 
come to massacre all in its path, or else, even though 
bloodshed were avoided, that it would loot and take 
possession of all.private property. Yet another 
opinion had it that the council would be put to death 
at the hands of the executioners, along with no 
sman number of the populace. 

6. How, then, does our emperor behave? He 
schools us by a punishment which involves the ability 
to cure; and this cure, by its discomfort, can once 
again rid the lately afflicted portion of the sources of 
discomfiture. So he proclaimed, " There are to be no 
horse races: no one is to go to the theatre, either to 
give or to partake of enjoyment. The great city is to 
have the title of a petty town, and it is to keep away 
from the luxury of the baths." a None of this is with
out discomfort. He.also sent to try individual cases 
men b whom he knew to be people of integrity, and 
while giving them fun judicial powers, he yet reserved 
for himself the possible means of allowing all to see 
the extent of his leniency. 7. The prisoners could 
make no denial: they lay in jail and their relatives 
went to see them for the last embrace before their 
execution, doing them this mournful service. Then, 
just as the sun's rays dispel the gloom, a despatch 
arrived with a light that banished the darkness. 
All our miseries had vanished, and everything con
ducive to our happiness returned. Once more we 
had our former title and our various entertainments 
and our baths, and our city had its own lands restored, 

b Caesarius~ mag. ojf., and Ellebichust mag. m.il., cf. 
Or. ~1-2~. 
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." A..J." "A''1 IaVTOV TP0'ji'/V 0 71'EVTJS. 8. 0 fLEV yap aKI\TJ1T£os 

bL T£llt M.yE'Ta£ ! Avaa£ OavaT01' Kat cHpaKA-rys fL£? F 495 
I \ ~ \ \ t/\ 1"\ I 

T£VL yvva£KL, 0'0£ OE 71'EpL OI\TJv TOVTO 71'E71'paKTa£ 
''I (\ f/ 'fJ. fJ. ' , , __ 'I '" II 

71'01\£1" YJ1' oans avatJE'tJ£WKEva£ I\Eyot, KUIIWS av 
'I' ..." t' I f.J..IR ' ...
I\EYO£. ToaoVTov ELpyaaTo opaafLo1' ° 'f0t'0s ov aov 
J.. I , I ,... <;'1 I 
'fwyeLv avaYKaO'avTos, TYJS OE 7TpOO"rJKOVO'YJS nfLw

, "'ji:' 1" I If' fJ. .,.... I 
ptaS TOV oEOVS. ° 7Tavaus I W t'uaLl\EV, fLEaTTJV

1'e I ".J.. I',av £s awp,aTWV a7TE'fTJ1'as TTJ1' 7TOI\L1'. 
I ~, " ., , {' I{' )...'9. r vO£TJ 0 a1' ns, TJI\LKU OEoWKEV I EL 1\0YLaaLTO 

I II ''''''I' '[JI ".J.. \If' ,71'0aos av YJV aVT4J I\oyos E71'£U€Vn TTJv 0<rE£I\0P,€VTJV 
{" (\" " ... QI .J..'"OLKTJV, TJV EL 1'£5' llTLaaaTO l\apOVTa aVK0'fUVTTJS 0.1' 
If' l' <;"" f ., ~, 'I I I l' 

1JV. '71' 0 av 'fj 7TpoaTJKovaa OLKTJ 71'0l\V p'EV a"tta, 
... \ I ~ I I <:' I ~" ) (:( (:('"

7TOI\I\OL oE VEKPOL, OTJfLevaLS' TWV OVTWV, EKt'EtJl\'fj
[J " " 2 I ~)' (J I " 

O'va£ TTJS oLKEtas Kat p'TJO a:iTOvaVOvn p,ETEtVa£ 
I I ) {'! "(:(,

71'aTp~wv fLVTJI-WTWV. 10. Et OTJ ns €TfEl\afLt'aVETO 
I I I "'.J..' I"" \"II 657 TOVTWV, TO aTop,a av EVE'fpaTTETO TOVTO p'EV TatS 

Q' .J..' ,,<;' \ .. " ./ ''I " t'l\aO'<r'7fLta£s, TOVTO oE TatS €tKOO'W OVTW 71'01\I\atS. 
I \ ~\ \" )..:t."" Q 'I'"

7TpOS yap o'fj 1'01' aTo7TOV EKELVOV 1,1' av T~ {Jaa£l\€£ 
'I' "8 "C' ') I I
I\EYELV' av pW7TE, TOJV pTJfLaTWV OVK aKTJKoas; TOVS' 
., , '1'<:' ,\ \ I \ I 
El\KOp,EVOVS OVK ELUE'S; £I, yap 7TEp£ p,OVOV Tal' VEW

" It' ,,' If' ' 'I I J.. I
'TEpOl! 'TWV 1Tawwv 'Tav'T TJV TJUEI\Y1JfLEva, 'f€PEW 
"<;' ,~ \ I \ f R I I 
EoEt· Et OE 7TpOaKH'TUt p'EV a 7Tpeut'V'T€POS, 'TOV'T4J 
~\ ( A ~ , ~\" \,~, I 
OE TJ 'TEKOVUa, 71J 'TEKOVUTJ OE eyw, Kat TO OTJ TOV

'J.. I " I f I \ , \
TWV a'fopTJ'TO'TEpOV €fLOt, TOV t7f7T€a 'Tal' 1TaTepa 'Tal' 
,t ,,,.fI I fI ,t/
EfLOV aV'T4J /'1T71'~ KaT€1'eYKOV'TES, WCT1T€P €V /,7T 71'0- F 42 

1 'rOV SiolJS Re., F. (V, Ccorrected): T6 oEos Morel (other 
11[55.). z olKIS{as Re., F.: olKlas Morel (MSS.). 

a For organized poor relief c/. § 38 below. The Christian 
church daily maintained 3000 poor in Antioch, Jo. Chrys. 
Hom. in .iffatth. 66 (P.G. Ivii. 658). See also Liebeschuetz, 
p.129. 
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and the poor,G their food. 8. Asclepius, so it is said, 
freed a single individual from death: Hercules did 
the same for ,a single woman/) but you have done 
that for a whole city, for people would be quite right 
to speak of her restoration to life. Panic had caused 
such an exodus, not under any compulsion from you 
to do so, but from fear of condign punishment. In 
putting a stop to that, Sire, you revealed the city 
once more with its full quota of inhabitants. 

g. You may recognize the extent of his generosity 
if you consider how much reason he would have had 
for imposing the penalty due, and if anyone had 
criticized him for imposing it, that would have been 
sheer humbug. The proper pUnishment would be 
mass executions and killing, confiscation of property, 
exile from one's own land, and a ban even on the 
dead having anything to do with the family tombs. 
10. Indeed, if anyone complained of this, his mouth 
would be stopped by the thought of those insults, 
and the treatment meted out to aU those statues. 
In fact, to such an idiot the emperor could rejoin, 
II Sir, did you not hear those words? did you not see 
them pulling down the statues? If such outrages 
as this had been committed against my younger son 
only, I would have had to bear it. But if, besides 
him, my elder son was the victim, and besides him~ 
his mother, and besides her, myself, and-most 
intolerable of all for me-if they have demolished 
the equestrian statue of my father,c horse and all, 
hacking it as though they were in ~l cavalry charge, 

II Asdepius and Hippolytus, ef. Or. 13. 4g (Vol. I, p. 26 n.). 
Herades and Alcestis, tl, Eurip. Ale. 

e Honorins, Areadius, Flaccilln and Count Theodosius. 
For the demolition of the equestrian statue cf. Or. 19. 30. 

317 



-------------------

LIBANIUS 


" ,).." '\ . , " 
J.LaXtq, 7'pw(Jav7'E's, aJ.L'f'07'EpOVS €yEI\WV WS OVK OV~

'"' \ "" t' I "" ,~\
7'OS 7'OV xal\E'7TaVOVV7'OS V7TEP 7'OtOV7'WV KaKWV ovoE 
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1 Toaa.&r1J F. (MSS.): TOLaJrv Re. 
t.I Or. 19. 11 n. 
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and made fun of them both, just as though there was 
no one to resent such wickedness and none left to 
punish it, how many should be put to death for each 
one of their outrages? .. 

11. So there could be no complaint against the 
imposition of the death penalty for such misconduct, 
for it is quite legal. But to have no recourse to such 
a penalty denotes clemency. The application of 
some general punishment would be a corrective; to 
omit even that signifies a gentleness which attempts 
to equate itself with the gods to the very utmost.a 

For how do the gods go on? 12. They observe 
everything from on high, and listen to it, but in what 
is said and done on earth, many crimes are committed, 
especially when men get into a mess through their 
own fault and say that the gods have wronged them. 
They glare up at the heaven and abstain from 
absolutely no kind of abuse. Why! I have even seen 
people hurl stones to heaven! Though the gods 
have such power to punish if they see fit, they still 
refrain. If punishment automatically followed on 
such misdeeds, the whole world would be full of men 
dying every day, and those left alive would not be 
enough to bury them. As things are, they reveal 
their divine attributes by the simple fact of their 
repeated refusal to exercise their wrath, even when 
it is justified. 13. In this way, then, the emperor 
believed that he would reveal himself as a peer of 
the gods, truly nurtured of the divine, if he did not 
delight in merited punishments. He thinks this more 
imperial, and the means by which an empire may 
be more safely preserved. For the ruling power gets 
its popularity not so much from its trophies, from 
cities either taken in war or received into alliance, 
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\ t \ ..... /, \, ~ I ,\" " 
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'1TpOa'TEf)EtKO'TES. 15. €'TEpOV 'Totvvv '1ToAv eavlp.a" F 428 
I \ \ ,) ' ........ a \1 \


U'TO'TEPOV. 'TOVS yap eif av'T'{J 'T'{] ",aUt/\Etq. '17'0/\-


AelKtS uvv€A86v'Tas Kat EV 'TOtaV'TatS fJovAats 01,0.
'./, \ l' \ I " \ \ ,'Tpt't'av'Tas Kat 01,0. 'IT'Ept, 'TOLOV'TWV €tKOS, 'To. f'EV EL

, \ ~\) , \!;" \ , 
PTJKO'Tas, 'To. UE aK1]KOO'Tas Kat UTJ Kat f'aV'TfLOtS 

~VWxATJK6'Tas AafJ<1v of'oAoyoiJv'Tas a.KoVuas !f;~~CfJ , e' )' 'J...... " >It: Q'1TpOS ava'TOV ayop.EVOVS a'f'TJK€V €WS Ef:, €U'TL ",LW
I I , ,... , I" I 

uOf'€VOVS 'TLf'TJuas 'TOV 'TaV'Ta EtS p.€UOV ayaYOV'Ta' .... \ <:.'J.. ., '\") ..eEOV 'TCfJ 'TO ~t'f'0S OVTWS' EyyVS OV €'lT'WX£tv. 
A \ , , J.. \ II : ,., \16 • uta 'TotavT1Js 'TOWVV 'f't/\avfJPwmas TJKWV KaL 

1 Tapaxis F.: apx~s Re. (MSS.). 2 TO&roVS VM. 
3 Corrupt. ano T~S alkq5 aperij5. T025 /J,el' ••• A1SS., edi~ 

tors. a7To ••• apf:rijs seems to be a gloss derived from § 13 
which has usurped the true reading. Read: cpdaaa8at. 
imiT{W1]IJ(£ ydp TOtS X'al 7TA~~(J.aL ••• Tr,S IkElktP<ws <I)'>, 

a Reading corrupt in MS8. The translation is that of the 
suggestion in the critical note. b Of. Or. 19. 22. 

c The canon of corn supply for Constantinople was estab~ 
lished by Constantine himself (qf. O. Th. 14.16.2 ofA.D. 416). 
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from the multitudes of its soldiery, 01' from its legis
lation, wisdom and scrupulous administration of 
justice, as from its grants of pardon in their mis
deeds. 

14. It seems to me that our emperor was fully 
aware of this; though he could have executed those 
against whom he could have brought the most serious 
charges in the period before the present distrubances, 
he spared them.a When the Scyth was attacked and 
lynched,b and his body thrown into the sea-every 
single one of these actions being a crime against 
his majesty-he reproved those responsible fOl' them; 
and though his reproof naturally applied to the whole 
civic community, for just half a day it experienced 
his wrath, which was confined to the stopping of the 
bread distribution. Thereafter things were as they 
had been before c : the distribution took place, and 
the bread was received, and everyone made his way 
home with it, those who had committed the murder 
and the other outrages too. 15. There is yet a more 
remarkable instance. He arrested the seditious gang 
who had often assembled to conspire against the 
imperial house and spent their time in such plots, 
uttering or listening to the statements usually made 
on such occasions,a and who had even resorted to 
sorcery, and they confessed. However, having heard 
their confessions, just as they were being led to the 
execution to which they had been sentenced, he re
leased them, to live their normal span of life. By 
withholding tIle sword which loomed so close he 
honoured the god who had brought all this to light. 

16. After pursuing such a course of humanity and 
His regulations on annonae civicae referred tOt ibid. 17. 9, 
10, 19. ti Of. Ot. 19. ~1 n. 
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TaAamWpEtV, ciJs JL~ Elvat Ka()EVOELV. Tav(P o[ 
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1 OUK av F. (U, insertions in PI.): before ?TOTE, conj. Re. : 
OU yap all conj. Cobet: om. Re. text. (other MSS.). ., 

·.·.1·..:' 

•2 avyKUT€Ow/JEV conj. Re" Cobet, F.: CIl)JI/(aTlCIKa~f." Re. 
text (MSS.). 
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concerning himself so much with the practice of it, 
and winning a name therefrom, you were not likely 
to do away with the habit or prove your title false. 
Rather you set the times in harmony with yourself, 
and show your later actions to be not inferior to 
your previous ones. Indeed, while singing the 
praises of the Spartans and of the Athenians for 
saving cities, a you often blamed them both for 
destroying cities, and you certainly thought both 
would have been better without the addition of their 
atrocities. Then, an emperor who expresses such 
admiration and disapproval is obviously close to the 
divine. 

17. That emperor 11 who set a wall of armed sol
diery to defend the Roman empire ought to have 
been endowed also with the virtue of an unwilling
ness wantonly to attack the persons of his subjects. 
For then my father would never have had to recover 
his father's body and bury it with the severed head 
that never deserved the punishment. 18. Just 
imagine it! There was a commander of a battalion 
of 500 soldiers stationed in Seleuceia here. Their 
duty was to work on deepening the harbour mouth, 
and they had to do night fatigues to bake the bread 
for their rations, and so they could get no sleep . 

. The 	 battalion found this intolerable, and forced 
their commander to adopt the imperial title, threat
ening to murder him if he refused. He evaded 
the death which loomed the nearer and was led on 
lamenting, while his men, after their privations 
at the harbour, went on a drinking bout and got 
thoroughly drunk with the stuff from the farms. 

4 OJ. Or. 19, 13. 
~ Diocletian, and the revolt of Eugenius, Or. 19. 45 n. 
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1 oJ F. (Par. 3017): nV: oC Re. (other MSS.). 

2 -rapaxfis conj. Re., F.: apxfis Re. text (1.188.). 


3 1T6A€WS <1TptJJTOlJS> conj. Re., F. 

4 T€ T€vtmu F.: TeT€l;~erll~ CAPVTU: 1'f.tJ~m.u Re. (other 


M8S.). 
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19. About sunset they made their entry into the city 
here, without the slightest idea of where on earth 
they were because of the drink taken, and the citi
zens of that time opposed their spears with crowbars. 
Why, even the women joined in, and early in the 
night they had the job finished, and not a man of 
them was left alive. Well, these people who had had 
no part in the uprising and who had crushed the rebels, 
who never wanted such an incident to occur and had 
quelled it when it did-these people he robbed of 
the foremost members of their council, as, for that 
matter, he did in Seleuceia also. Neither city, not 
the one from which they had marched out nor the 
one where they were slain, had committed any crime, 
but for all that it was decreed that the civic heads 
of each should be put to death. 20. The story goes 
that my grandfather in particular was much lamented, 
for both his handsome features and physique. If 
that emperor had been only a little like you, Sire, 
he would have brought no accusation against Seleu
ceia, since it was free from guilt, and our own city 
he would even have crowned after such a quick 
victory. 

21. Those events linger on. They are remembered 
and will continue to be remembered, and no lapse 
of time can cause them to be forgotten. Similarly, 
these actions of yours also will achieve immortal 
fame, and there will be no man unacquainted with 
our stupidity, and all posterity will know of your 
generosity to us who so little deserve it. 

22. You excel not just him, but aiso Alexander, 
the reputed son of Zeus,a as regards clemency, at 

a Of. Or. 18. 297 (Vol. I, p. 479 n.). 
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least. He razed to the ground the city of Thebes, 
when, misled by false news, it tried to recover the 
liberty it once possessed a; but any seemingly sen
sible individual might be similarly misled. But you 
have not done this even to any shanty of ours. When 
he destroyed the whole town except for Pindar's 
house alone, and so did honour to the poet, he would 
have done better to honour the poet by sparing the 
whole city, for it would have been to his credit to 
grant so much and to Pindar's to receive it. But 
what is the profit for one house to stand in a ruined 
city, either for the city or for the house, when the 
owner cannot occupy it because of the desolation 
all round? 

23. Moreover, with regard to the reputed gener
osity of Philip towards his Athenian prisoners when 
they tried to restore Argaeus, it was not difficult to 
retort that this was not generosity at all. b His own 
insecurity forced him to court Athenians, and he 
reluctantly released them when he would gladly 
have punished them, so purchasing from Athens 
his immunity for the future. So the incident was 
due not to pity for the prisoners, but to an attempt 
to protect his own territory; and there is any amount 
of difference, in my opinion, between generosity 
and fear. But in your case, Sire, what sort of Athen
ians, or their commanders, ships or horse-transports 
had you to fear? Here then is the quintessence of 
generosity, and nobody at all could affix any lesser 
title to the business. 

24. Constantine, too, who built up a city with the 
abortive revolt by Thebes: c/. Or. 15.42 (Vol. I, p. 175 n.), 
19. 13; Diod. Sic. 17. 15, Dio Chrys. 01'.2, p. 83 R. 

II OJ" 0 II! AG! ('I:T-} T 174' D' • "'. - ~ <:>'./. r. u, 'l'", v U • 1, p. n.}, 100. ,::iIC. Hi. u. 
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1 -no Mp.a-ra Re., F.: on p~p.a. Tll (Ttl V) J.lSS. 

ii elK6vos MSS.: trlK6vwv Re., F. 

a Cf. 01', 19. 19 n. 
b Val ens (born at CibaHs, Zos. 3. 36) and the revolt of 

Procopius, cj. Or. 19. 15 n. 
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name of a second Rome and introduced into it all 
the pomp of Rome,-he falls short of you in this 
matter, for all that he is famed for having borne 
with some rudeness from the Roman populace.a 

For though he had the goodness to put up with their 
utterance, there was no action committed beyond 
that, nor yet any outrage against his statue. Yet 
though there were plenty of them erected in his 
honour, not only did they refrain from manhandling 
them, but they obviously refrained from abusing them 
even by any insolence of glance. Here, then, was a 
combination of words and deeds, there, the lesser 
offence only, that of the words. So you are on a par 
with him over the minor issue, but, as regards the 
major, you don't have him on a pal' with you. 

25. And again, suppose a comparison is made 
with the younger of the imperial brothers who were 
born in Cibalis.b He was lampooned in the capital, 
but, once the rebellion had been put down, he nursed 
no grievance. If anyone fails to regard this as a 
noble attitude, he would be a rogue. But, in the 
first place, even there it was a matter of the written 
word, and this, though more serious than the unwrit
ten word, is again not so serious as actual deeds. 
Q6. Moreover, his statues were to be seen, even 
though he heard those remarks, and yet they passed 
them by, treating them neither with respect nor 
with disrespect. The crux of the matter is that 
they wrote such stuff while they were under the 
control of a usurper, and the responsibility was not 
so much theirs as that of the compulsion exercised 
by their master who, either by direct order or by 
hints, indicated that he would like such treatment 
to be accorded him. So Valens did not think it 
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330 



ORATION XX, ~6-~8 

proper to punish individuals for what they had been 
forced to do under duress. Our citizens, however, 
in their behaviour towards you, their lord and ruler 
and emperor, had no reason of themselves to expect 
pardon: their sole recourse lies in your general ten
dency towards humanity. 

27. The only one left with whom comparison can 
be made is Constantius, who also suffered personal 
insult through his statue in the area bordering upon 
Syria.a Yet if one bears in mind Edessa, the festi
vals there, the customs of the festivals, and the fact 
that this is an old-established procedure, applied to 
all emperors alike, and because of its antiquity more 
productive of pleasure than of pain, one will find 
that there is a great difference between the two 
incidents that concern the statues, all the difference 
in fact between insolence and fun. 28. They say 
that this practice was evolved by the understanding 
of wise men, even, when they sought to satisfy some 
of the gods in this way and feasted them with jocu
lar abuse, for them to be satisfied with that and to 
make no further demands of the people. Indeed this 
cannot be disbelieved, when you see them poking 
fun at themselves and the notables among them 
providing occasion for a comic race and horse-play. 
They run this race every year, and have the immunity 
of the occasion and of the numbers of the participants, 
not just for what they say, but for absolutely every
thing that can make the festival more enjoyable. 
And if a governor becomes unjustifiably angry and 
engages on a campaign of puni.shment, then straight

4 Cf. Or. 19. 48. For the temple of Zeus at Edessa, 
recently destroyed, c/. Or. 30. 2~, 44 f. 
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a For the blockade of Rome hy the Flavians, Tae. Hist. 
3.48; the suppliants at Taricheae, Josephus, B.J. 3. 10. 10. 
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away he is thought to be a petty-minded dunce, 
unacquainted with religious customs. 29. But for 
us there was no excuse at all, nor yet any palliation. 
In the silence of the offenders lies the condemnation 
of the offence. Thus, you would have pardoned that 
city in any case, but he would certainly not have 
pardoned ours. Thus in your calmness you have 
surpassed him, for all his reputed clemency. 

30. Moreover, if people say that Titus' father 
was not inferior to you on this issue, since he suffered 
similar treatment with regard to his statues and 
executed no one by his own decree, they refuse to 
observe his actions concerning the corn supply and 
concerning the suppliants from Palestine.a The 
first of these imposed famine upon them, the second 
the necessity to commit impiety. Their misconduct 
in consequence was not so much due to them as to 
those who drove them to it, so that these were really 
guilty of what the Alexandrines were thought to 
have committed. 81. Indeed, any runaway from a 
harsh master has suffered rather than committed 
injustice, for, if compelled to do what he did not 
wish, he could lay the responsibility for it on him. 
So in the actual punishments administered, Ves
pasian was at fault in minor matters. How could 
he reasonably meet with approval for not having 
adopted them in major ones? But here what short
age of food occurred? What famine? What bru
tality is there in complying '\\ith the critical need 
for money and in increasing the power of Rome and 
in profiting from the general securit)T of tIle em
pire? 32. Last but not least, the Alexandrines were 
butchered by the soldiers billeted in the city, in 
such numbers that the swords became weary in 
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G Cf. Or. 19. 35. b Apollo. c Homer. n. 1. 69. 
S34 



ORATION XX, 32-3-~ 

the smiters' hands. So what need for an inquiry 
into the situation prevailing before the news of the 
revolt? For our emperor, however, nothing like 
that happened through the archers stationed here. 
An arrow or two certainly caused one or two casu
alties in defence of the house of one of our notables, 
which was the scene of disturbance. a Thus, though 
Vespasian was responsible for a massacre by the 
agency of his troops, no one could lay that charge 
against you, for you refuse even to let us be terror
ized, and the odd one or two are hardly worth men
tioning. So Vespasian too falls far short of you. 

33. Well, many of the things I have said have 
begun to make me something of a prophet, not by 
the doing of the son of Leta and Zeus b or any other 
of the gods, but because after that disastrous occur
rence, the city went in fear of punishment, and a 
long list of executions was expected, while I went 
through the whole town and told them to cheer up. I 
began to check their panic, and in my foreknow
ledge to tell the whole future accurately, so that my 
denigrators were moved to remark to one another, 
"Here is a fellow come to us from birds, who now 
behaves as Calchas, Thestor's son,/) did long ago 
among the Achaeans." 34. At the time, then, I 
did not deny that I was a prophet, but as they kept 
up their clamour, I asserted that I had got my gift 
of prophecy from you, that I gazed upon one single 
eagle, yourself, and that I saw from past events what 
was not yet revealed. In Heracles' case, too, when he 
~~.!- ~.. .!- u-~~ ~~~~ l"h~.._ ~a.h~_ ~Ch:n ~w- Cu.,p w:11;:,c\, vu\, pvu ;:,Vl1lC lt1.UVUl, Cl\,llCl VJ. llJ,;:, V H l1~v "J,l 

or even at another's volition, anyone with a thorough 
knowledge of his character would, in predicting his suc
cess, be a prophet moved to foretell the future as a 
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result of Hel'acles' past exploits. 35. Agamemnon a 
also foretells that his reconciliation with Achilles will 
be a black day for Troy, for he knows the cities Achilles 
had sacked before he fell out with him. Achilles/) 
too, personally foretells of Hector's prowess, and 
says that the turn of events will demand his presence. 
Also, about Aristeides son of Lysimachus, when he 
sailed as collector for the tribute, I could play the 
seer and foretell that he would return as poor a man 
as he left.G 36. Now, indeed, I began to exclaim, 
"The emperor will have such exact knowledge of 
all this that we, the actual eyewitnesses, could not 
better him, and he will set the steel to no man's 
throat." And there followed upon this the investi
gation into acts of treason,-yes, we must admit to 
the truth. Judges, who really lived up to their title, 
were appointed, and instructions sent, rescinding 
the earlier ones. And in them we can see our em
peror's character illumined when he speaks in self
defence, in consequence of the misconduct of the 
guilty, and asserts that wrath is foreign to his nature, 
and so he quickly reverts to a policy of clemency, 
setting more store by this than he does by punish
ment. 

37. In his goodness and generosity he obliges 
both the Senate and People of the capital -with the 
performance of acts of clemency in response to their 
entreaties, for I am convinced that the result would 
have been the same, had not only they but the whole 
of mankind opposed it. For all that, I pray that 
blessings in greater abundance light upon that city 
which now enjoys so many blessings, both for its tears 

a Homer, n. 9, 115 ff, b Ibid. 1. ~40 fr. 
o 	Plutarch, Aristid. ~4. 
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a 4~'\Ia. avvtfootov is also used to describe the Senate of 
Con~ta~tinople' in Libanius' narrative of Julian's humanity, 
Or. 18. 154 f. Here he is unusually complimentary in his 
references to the institutions of the capital,-reasonably 
enough, considering the recent crisis. 

b Cf. OJ', 21. 21 if. According to Jo. Chrys. Hom. 21 
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and other efforts to assist us,a but they should realize 
that they have asked a favour he would have granted 
the world even without any asking. They showed 
up nobly and proved that they deserve to prosper, but 
they commended to the emperor a course of action 
which he had decided for himself, before even they 
suggested it.· . 

38. He shows his mettle in the recital of his acts 
of generosity. Categorizing his gifts, he lists each 
one separately b_pl'operty, shows, baths, refugees, 
those whose life is in hazard, the restoration of the 
city authorities to their position-though he could, 
if he so wished, have embraced the whole grant in a 
couple of sentences. However, like people who 
reluctantly tum their backs on a flower garden, he 
dwells on this theme and is reluctant to leave it, 
expressing his fear for the poor, for whom depriva
tion and death, he feels, come to the same thing. c 
39. Hence he has dealt with not just their lives, but 
with the circumstances of their lives. Some persons, 
by illegal executions, have gained possession of 
people's property; but the assurance we have from 
this both now and for the future is that the powers 
that be should learn not to expel the rightful owners 
or to regard such conduct as a source of gain. 

40. A city of less importance also might have been 
treated equally well after such misconduct, for he 
realizes that, as in the human body, if the smallest 
portion is removed, harm is done to the whole, the 

(P.G. xlix. 220), Theodosius entrusted Bishop Flavianus 
vlith the task cf delivering the news of the amnesty. He 
sent an official message ahead of him. 

c Thus the municipally organized poor relief was restored 
(c/. § '1 above), OJ. Liebeschueb~; pp. 127 if. 
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I ,~, l' 't , ,
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OEo&O'f)at A[YEtV. Ka£ yap Tav "EKTopa Tfi Tpotq. 

I ,... I I , 'A '''I \ 
.1., 

TOV €V TrJ fLovofLaXtq. 7TEaOVTa 7Tap 7TOI\I\WVOS, 

oEo6uBaL TOV dvaO'TI}O'aVTOS' U€ fL1JO'yE 	 WUTE (lvJI 
1 ,.dvoJl1'os Re. text (MSS., Planudes): fJ.fV OVTOS conj. Re., F. .,)I"~,.",.,,, 

Q Comparisons wilh others loom large in the praises of 
Antioch, c/. Or. 11. 270, 15. 59. The two cities are Rome 'I' 

and Constantinople. the other three. Alexandria. Treves.,J,' 
Milan, c/' Anson. Ord. Nob. Urb. ft-5. ~' 

1; Commonplace, if. Jo. Chrys. Hom. gl (P.G. xlix. 217). 
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same happens in the organization by cities, that 
what has existed for a time and has then been de
stroyed is always missed. As it is, our city is inferior 
to two only, is on a par with three others, and is 
superior to the rest.a 41. By preserving it) you have 
become its founder,!) not by having builders lay 
stone upon stone, fitting timbers together or roof
ing it with tiles, nor yet by dividing up the year 
into wOl'k and leisure, nor by requiring many yeal's 
to finish the whole job, but simply in consequence 
of your gentle disposition, a few decrees and your 
control over your temper. 42. Now, all that was 
achieved by the inhabitants who preceded the time 
of 10, or by those who searched for her, by Alexander, 
Seleucus or succeeding rulers, becomes your own
the length and breadth of the city, its temples, its 
building;; private and public, its fine colonnades and 
handsome markets, its council chambers, theatres 
and baths. What they had achieved has vanished 
in the riots; your forgiveness has made the existing 
city yours. 43. For anyone who might reasonably 
have destroyed it and yet spares it, steps into the 
position of its founder simply because of the destruc
tion he has not wrought, just as the rescuer of a man 
from a flowing river could properly be regarded as 
a father to the man he has saved. So whenever 
emperors are praised for the cities they have given 
the world, somebody else can retort that our city 
has been a gift from you. Indeed, when Hector 
fell in single combat he was given to Troy by Apollo 
who raised him up. c Thus no one eouid biame you 
The reigning monarch is compared with the legendary and 
historical founders of Antioch, for whom c/. Or. 11. 44 ff. 
(10),72 if. (Aiexander and Seleucus). c Homer, It 7. g7g. 
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1 JL€Tu8eVTa conj. Re' f F. (P corrected): JL€Ta8€'iva, Re. 
text (MSS.). 2 (]€ conj. Re., F.: IT' Re. text (MSS.). 

a Theodosius intervened to protect the cypresses in 
Daphne, Or. 1. ~55, 262. C. Th. 10. 1. 12. For building 
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ORATION XX, 43-46 

even if you changed the city's name and gave it 
one from your own family. 

44. Indee~, in aU our many errors, we were right 
in this much at least, in conceiving an address to 
you upon the renaming of the city in the terms you 
have heard. You, who by your conduct have shown 
yourself to be our founder, must regard our storm
tossed city as your creation, and besides not destroy
ing it, you must make additions to it worthy of your 
station, such as those with which you have beauti
fied Daphne,a by the eclipse of the old palace with 
a new one. So let the city also obtain some similar 
edifice, whether you wish it to be in the island beyond 
the river b or in the built-up district facing it. I 
invite you to this task, Sire, not just for the sake of 
its size and beauty, but also that we may learn 
whether we still have our erstwhile admirer, or 
whether he has ceased to be such. 

I 

45. I trust that you will rise superior to our dis
orderliness, and cherish the outcome of that bright 
and heavenly day when you beheld with the utmost 
pleasure the embassies from here, thinking to behold, 
in a manner of speaking, in those there present your 
rebellious city, and were pleased to ask questions 
and to hear something about us. Important as it 
may be that you should abate your anger, it is far 
more important that you should not abate your 
affection. Thus, having honoured us with the first, 
honour us, Sire, with this second also. 46. It would 
be a divine revelation if you were to provide us 

I with yet a third,-to set foot in our land and our 
city,-and even more so, if you would do so with 
projects in Antioch at the time c/. Downey, Antioch. p. 

I 
484. b OJ. 01\ 11. 203 ff. 
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ORATION XX, 46-49 


the young prince. Then, then indeed, you will 
be forced to grant us the renaming of our city after 
your son G ; and by force, I mean that which would 
be applied by loyal subjects, for the application of 
this kind of compulsion, at least, upon an emperor 
is a good thing. 47. So we shan be called happy 
as a result of this, if you are settled among us, exer
cising your thoughts for our preservation, partici
pating in the battle manoeuvres on the plain and 
schooling your army, improving both yourself and 
it, and letting the Persians thank their lucky stars 
as they scurry to the security afforded by peace.b 

Anyway, should there be need for war, you will 
have us to support you, unarmed though we may 
be, men, women, children, aU the inhabitants of the 
city, all the workers of the soil, and an subservient 
to their masters. 4,8. The contribution to be made 
by these unarmed folk will be that they will all, 
from the bottom of their hearts, invoke Ares, Athena 
and the rest of the gods by whose counsels the issues 
of war are decided. They will remember the dan
gers from which they have been preserved and this 
their unhoped-for s~lvation, praying that the enemy, 
should they dare to put in an appearance, may be 
cast into fear and trembling, and be more desirous 
of flight than of pursuit. And the influence that 
prayers can have on the fortunes of war, we can 
observe in poetry. 

49. And do not think that you will have this bless
ing from our city alone: all the empire you rule 
will hI' llT'llfpiI 1n '1'\.......",... ron YA',.. 1.,.61,,,1+' Tl.~ t.~~.l 

.. --- ...,. '" _ ......... v ..... ....,.. .&.'"''''' y.a."J '"'~ "'~.l VUJ.. Uv~J.(1.J.l. ~ ,lit::; lJVU,U 


of brotherhood, to be sure, exists in cities too, and 
they sympathize wit.h one another in their affiictions 

a Arcadius Augustus. b Of. Or. 19. 62. 
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a Cj. 01', 9. 47. This passage is perhaps the source of 
the proverb ascribed to Libanius (Apostol. 15. SId =Paroern. 
Gr. ii, p. 648: (JUYXa{Pf.tV xp~ TOrS ~tAOtS KaAWS 1TpaTToumv). 

b Homer, Jl, 19. 91. 
C The patrons of eloquence and poetry: linked with 

Calliope, the tutelary deity of Antioch, Or. 81. 40, cj. 
01'. 1. 1O:t f. The pagan terminology of the whole perora
tion culminates in this emphatic assertion of the virtues of 
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and rejoice with them in their prosperity. a He who 
injures one part of a city, afflicts also the portion 
which has not been touched: similarly, whoever 
injures one City injures them all. So, too, anyone 
responsible for any benefit towards one city binds 
all to himself, and when prayers rise from so many 
lips, what must we think their effect will be ? 

50. Hence your actions have been not just humane, 
but also advantageous to yourself. The fact of the 
matter is bound to be something like this. Virtue 
is profitable; but even if no advantage were likely 
to accrue from it, you would certainly respect good
ness for itself, and goodness, I feel, involves bearing 
no resentment against those who err, since they are 
but human. Though this does not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, it is impossible to purge the 
earth of the consequences of infatuation. b A man 
is held to be divine and deserving of high praise, if 
he does not attack those who have fallen by the 
wayside in the mischief which it causes. 

51. And now the tale is told everywhere and at 
length, both of what I and of what you have dOlle. 
Even in the councils of the gods, I believe, there is 
mention of us both, and some of them-the Muses, 
Hermes and Apono C-utter words of praise, 'while 
others express their opinions upon the gifts which 
you should receive from them. Calliope, in company 
with her sisters, will bring them to pass, and on 
behalf of her own city she "rill make a double repay
ment by instilling into your sons the love of learning 
and of music. 
the Hellenic 1Ta,Sda, as a counterblast to the Christian propa~ 
ganda current following the reconciliation; c/. 01'. I. 253 
(cited Introduction. p. :237). 
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B., Macarius. 2 <7'6> 11&(l'n F. 
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ORATION 21 


TO CAESARIUS, 

MASTER OF OFFICES G 


1. SINCE your promises have been translated into 
action, noble Caesarius, it would be but right for 
action to follow upon those promises that I too have 
made. In your promises there was a readiness to 
assist our city with all the enthusiasm to be expected 
of any of her own citizens: in mine there was the 
rendering of a factual account to try to inform pos
terity of your services to us in our hour of need. I 
could wish to make my narrative worthy of your 
accomplishments, and to get from the Muses such 
inspiration for my oration as you showed in saving 
the city. 2. The thronging crowd of men, women, 
children and the aged now utter praises for the gifts 
bestowed upon them from the very same place 
where they had previously uttered prayers. It 
would be nicer for you to receive them in person, 
and to see the physical movements that accompany 
their voices, but perhaps no small part ofthis reaches 
you even through messengers. 3. I have joined 
them in the cries which gladden our hearts, and have 
been induced by your generosity now for the first 
time to perform an action which, though impossible 

a 	PLRR 171 (6). 
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1 ['T€ 1suggested by Re. and F. 
2 TOVrWV <€~~Op,EV> conj. F. 
3 TL{LCiIl T~V ~O~O~La.V F. (MSS., except eMo.): OLKutWs(Ot/c(}.twJI 

Re.) TtfLCiv E~ wv vvv ~VrJPYET~p,€ea (€VrJpr~T01)fL€Oa Re.) Tra.p· 
atiTou Kat {L~ oe'i(]Oat TLVOS ~ls po~O€Lall Re. (C marg., Mo.). 
--~~-~--" 

11 For the sequence of events af. 01" 19. 25 if., Downey, 
pp. 426-,t33. 
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for the majority of people, could perhaps come from 
me. I felt that I should add this contribution, for 
I am grateful to the gods that you are more inter
ested in fame than in material things. Otherwise 
I could not make any repayment but, as it is, even 
though it is not as much as you deserve, I would at 
least be making some return. 

4. So, gentlemen, if we wish to give an account of 
an that he has done throughout his life-of his good 
behaviour as a child, and then, childhood left behind 
him, of his courage, whenever courage was needed, 
and of his resolution, his general affability, the man
ner in which, despite his capacity to inspire fear in 
others, he personally remained beyond the reach of 
criticism, and of the way in which, with different 
emperors on the throne at different times, he con
tinued in his administrative duties, praised by aU 
alike, since each successive emperor valued his 
abilities so highly-if we deal with all this now, we 
shan give the impression of disparaging our present 
theme as being insufficient for our narration. If, 
however, we confine ourselves to this alone, we shan 
be regarded as honouring his assistance without the 
intrusion of any additional matter. So let me recount 
the benefits we have enjoyed in this seething tide 
of disaster. 

5. The trouble began with a few outcries, but the 
disturbance extended to a larger number of people 
and incited to like disorder that section of them 
which was as yet unaffected. Words were blurted 
out; for wMch death was the penalty, and were 
capped by actions so dreadful that the implications of 
the words were of minor importance.fl The bronze 
statues were forcibly tom down and were dragged 
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along in their entirety through every place alike, 
or else were hacked to pieces. In such acts of sacri
lege and outrage the whole city bore some responsi
bility; though one section perpetrated the deed, the 
rest had not prevented it, and their attitude laid 
them open to the same charge as the actual male
factors. Couriers were sent in haste to inform the 
emperor, and the city suffered a panic evacuation, 
since it was believed that all who stayed would be 
executed.a Then Caesarius here was sent, in com
pany with the master of the soldiery, b to conduct 
an inquiry and; examination into what had taken 
place. 6. Wen, people unacquainted with him be
gan to say that that would be the finish for those 
who had not decamped and for those who had,
for they would certainly be arrested. Some less, 
others more loudly, together they began to lament 
their fate. I, however, being not unacquainted 
with him, commended those who felt the same as 
myself and were optimistic in outlook, and I tried 
to check the more clamorous by explaining the kind 
of person he was. 7. That night, then, gave us plenty 
of food for thought but precious little sleep. Not 
even if all the prophets in creation had backed me 
up with declarations that things would turn out as 
they actually have done, could they possibly have 
stopped upsetting themselves and setting both our 
non-citizen residents and the members of our citizen 
body into a turmoil, and when day dawned, there 
was not much immediate concern with the rest: it 
was the city council around which the blame was 
centred. The general's headquarters was the scene 
of pleas on their behalf, but no harsh measures were 

a 0/. Or. ~3. b El1ebichus, e/. Or. 22. 
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1 ~p.f.p(JS F. (BM): VVI<1'OS Re. (other MSS.). 

2 Two pages missing in i\.: resumes § ~6 'T~V ~/,I,.€]Tlpay~ 
:1 OlK€las Re., F. (I): olKlas Morel (other Jdss.). 

a Of. Ep. 868. Chrysostom also gives a similar account 
of the scene at the inquiry, Hom. 13 (P.G. xlix. 135 if.), 

b Fr. 279. 
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taken by the two inquisitors, aQd in consequence 
the night was less troubled than the day had been. 
'The second day dawned, and the judicial examina
tion began. Arrests were made, and the arresting 
officers looked just as dejected as the prisoners.a 

8. Just before sunset, he was busy upstairs, with a 
large crowd gathered below at his doors. I made 
my way there, but started to retire, not wishing to 
be a nuisance. However, he saw me and, in Pindar's 

. words,!' set aside his pressing duties and gave me an 
interview. He sat me down at his side, clasped my 
arm, and by so doing gave me encouragement to 
believe that none of those arrested would lose his 
life, and that indeed was enough for me. No other 
punishment held such terrors-not exile, confiscation 
of property, or imprisonment itself, even though it 
should last until old age and natural death. C 9. I 
shed many a tear, but there were plenty of grounds 
for hope. He commended my tears, and added his 
own. In this, I feel, he was not showing respect for 
my years-he might have honoured many before 
me-nor again was he repaying some kindness he 
owed me, for he owed me none, and I had not done 

. anything for him before this either. It was, I believe, 
a case of an excellent man who wanted to reverence 
goodness and believed that eloquence was part of it. 
Thus, on my appearance he jumped to his feet, and 
showed me every mark of esteem, and in particular 
inspired in me a feeling of confidence for me to trans
mit to the prisoners. 10. On leaving him, I went 
down to see them, and found them in despair, lying 

G On imprisonment in the penal system cf. Or. 45 (Intro
duction), 
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'-" I , '1'/ "'" (J' '" 0 '" a17W\I\aYTJV, € t P-€V OtOV T€ TJV O€TJ €vraTwv €WV 

,.. \ r I "'" 't\ " '" \'lTT€pW(]at Ta ~€VYTJ , TOVT av €1TOtTJUEV, TJ € t TO 
... B' ''>' "2 0 'Q ... ... , " TWV OP€OV 17atOWV aVTOV 170 EV l\afJEtV, TOVT av 

" ~\ '\ I'" '\ I rI "'8 "" R 685 €K€tVOV P-W\I\OV, I TJ E£ 1Tapa171\7](]tOV t1T1TOV Tep 1Tatot ... r I ... '" '''' 't. ' ''>' I ,TTJS oPYOVOS, TOVT av €O€~aTo. 12. €1TEt of. OVK 
't , I f/ ...,"'" I .

TJv 1Tap OTOV TaVTa €YEVET av, 1TOVOV (]Vv€x€£av F45 
J. I "" '0 '>'" )t. '" " 'rVUEt 1T7"€PWV CfJ7] TJ o€ tV f.~ tuwua(. Kat Ta 'lTap
, '>' , \ 4' "','" ... ,/.. , , f './.
€XOVTa 07] 'MlV €V TatS OOOtS TPV'rTJV 1Tavra pt'ras 

\ f ~,/..I ',/..' , ,
Kat Xatp€LV a'rEtS Kat KOV'roTaTOV a1Tfpyauap-wos 
~ 1" \ J.I 'Q' \,.. ,..I

WS OLDY T€ TO 'rEPOV avafJas 1Tavn Tep 'Taxf.£ TWV 
" ,,.. I ,... \,.., , 

OP€WV €XJYI}'TO 1TpoaOVTOS 'TOV 1Tapa TTJS p-aanyos. 
Q \ " ' ... /. ,.. ~ '\' '" \ II'Iv. Kat TO fL€V 1TP01Tfp,'r0V TOUOVTOV 'IV' TJv of.apa 

... ", \ \ I '" .. '" I " 1\ l'
TOVo€ TO 171\€OV yvvatKf.S', at 07] KaL 'T7]V 1TOI\W €~XOV, 

1 7'6 om. F. (BM Vat. 64). 

2 ath-ov F. (V): ath-os Re. (other 11188.). 


3 7'0/ F. (corrections in PI): TV Re. (other 11188.). 

, TiJv Re., F.: 7'WV 11188. 


a A double-edged remark: Caesarius was a Christian. 
b So Pindar, Ol. 1. 1~4 fr. (the wooing of Hippodameia). 
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ORATION XXI~ 10-13 

silent and wondering how to do away with themselves. 
I kept them from this and encouraged them by 
telling them what he had said and explaining that 
their lives could still be saved. So if I were to say 
that all these men were snatched from death by him, 
I would be speaking the simple truth. He cheered 
us also by telling us of the report he was going to 
send on our behalf to the emperor we had wronged
namely, that it was more creditable for the emperor 
to forgo punishment than to exact it, since punish
ment brings a mere transitory pleasure~ forgoing 
it brings a renown that can never fade. 11. As a 
result their imprisonment was lightened~ for no 
suspicion of vainglory attached itself to his promises, 
and he stands revealed as never a man to promise 
something he knew he could not fulfil. In his 
efforts to ensure a speedy end to our city's troubles, 
could he~ by his pleas to the gods~a have got wings 
for his chariot, he 'would have done so b; could he 
have somehow got the offspring of Boreas for his 
steeds,o then he would have preferred this course; 
or if he could have had a horse like the Gorgon's 
offspring," he would have taken that. 1!t. But, as 
there were no means of bringing this about~ he 
thought that his continued efforts must attain the 
speed of flight, and so he jettisoned all means of 
easy living while travelling, and bade them farewell : 
he stripped the carriage that bore him and made it 
as light as he could, mounted it, and got the utmost 
speed out of his mules by instant application of the 
whip. 13. A great crowd was there to see him off, 
mostly composed of women. These women, indeed~ 

~ Homer. n. 20. 223 ff. 
II Pegasus: Hesiod, Theog.280. 
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....... I fJ ' ' ''''' ~ 1'\ ,." " 
TOV 7TPO(JW W(JTE KaL TOoLS otaoOxaLS 7'WV OP€WV 
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occupied the city also, and for thirty stades beyond 
it they waited until evening, packing the road so 
that it could not be seen. He, being a man of pru
dence and well aware of the sort of situation not to 
get involved in, preferred his honours to come from 
his actions, and he did not send anyone to disperse 
the crowd and so hurt their feelings. He let the 
coming of evening disperse them, and when the time 
came, I myself was one of those who sent them back 
home. 14. And as I sat at my door, I heard a cry 
of entreaty. Thus I guessed, correctly, that he was 
about to leave, and once more, old and ailing though 
I may be, I mounted my horse and followed him at 
first, then rode past him, and finally, putting a good 
distance between ·him and me, I waited for him. I 
wept as he came up-a thing I had done often 
enough before-but was prevented from making a 
long address by the message he gave, which con
tained an I could wish for. 15. Thereafter, while 
we retired to rest, he hurried on his way. The second 
evening, he reached the borders of Cappadocia, 
and then of the next province and so on, until by 
the afternoon of the sixth day he presented himself 
before the emperor. He escaped the gaze of every
one, for he had no one to ride ahead, and his suite 
consisted of two persons only, in a state of complete 
physical exhaustion. 16. For toil fonowed toil with 
no interval for rest, with no bread to eat, no dessert, 
no drink, no sleep and no desire for bed. He was 
so eager to proceed that he fidgeted at the changes 
of mules, and however speedily this was managed, 
he still complained of delay. He did not undo his 

1 &.m1A(W~ F. (MSS. except ILa Vat. 64): &.1T~i\(l.VV': Re. 
(ILa): ~1T€t>''tJ(l€ Vat. 64. 
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'''- I I I .......
19 \,
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1 7'OV1'O F. (CPV): 7'o&rqJ other MSS., Re. text (conj. 7'OV- 'I: 

7'WV lv n). .; 
2 a.1Toanpllt F. (La, Macarius): a1ToOTllpol"1 Re. (I): a1TO- ..••• 

ar~po! o~her 1\18S. ...•j:.; 
EKIlLII1JS Re., F.: (KEtvOtS I: fKElvou La: fK€lvip Morel ..·· 

(other MSS.).: 
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ORATION XXI, 16-19 


shoes, or take off his breeches, or change from the 
garments he wore on leaving here, until, after spen
ding the rest ·of the day in making his report to the 
emperor, he finally retired to his bath. As he ticked 
off the stages in passing throughout his whole jour
ney, no fatigue caused him to dismount for that 
purpose, nor did the cities he passed through. What 
then caused him to behave so? Simply his urgent 
desire to relieve the council of its arrest and the city 
of its disgrace. It was not so much as if he was 
helping other people as rescuing himself. 

17. Such then was his resolve, but an his energy 
would have been in vain had it not had the backing 
of Fortune.a She may set some things moving, but 
others she robs of their objective. Without this 
divine connivance, what would the plans of men be 
worth? Every helmsman, to be sure, wants to save 
his ship, but not all do-only those who have the 
winds to help them. That is where Fortune comes 
in. 18. So now, he wanted a speedy journey and 
Fortune provided the means. He experienced no 
trouble from the usual kind of set-back and the 
many accidents which can occur when travelling by 
carriage. b Its wheels were as though composed of 
adamant, and the body that rested on them too, 
and so everything went on beyond the reach of 
accidents, experiencing the usual alarms and excur
sions but overcome by none. 19. Yet when anyone 

4 For Fortune in the religion of Libanius c/. Misson, Le 
paganisme de Libaniu.9 (Louvain; 1914); pa.f!Bim, 

~ A not inconsiderable risk for travellers: e.g. Obodianus, 
envoy of Antioch in A.D. 361/2, fell and broke an arm, and 
could not complete his mission, Ep. 698; in A.D. 891 Cimon, 
Libanius' son, was to die in. consequence of a similar fall, 
Or. 1. 278 1f. 
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1 aVfLpovAEVOpivwv Re. (B). 
2 <Kat> F. 

a Christians constantly criticized the pagan myths which 
depicted the gods at war. Rationalizing pagans sought to 
rebut them by allegorical interpretations of the stories in 
Homer and Hesiod. Libanius' use of this sentiment here is 
the more appropriate since Caesarius was Christian. 

o Libanius naturally refrains from mentioning the initia~ 
tive of Bishop Flavianus, who had left Antioch to intercede 
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recklessly indulges his desire for speed, much harm 
must of necessity result. Nevertheless such vulner
ability triumphed: it was as if his progress was 
through the air, with no foot set on the ground. So 
the support of Fortune is here demonstrated, and 
it would not have been provided 'without the consent 
of the other gods. There is harmony among them 
and a unanimity of purpose: faction and quarrels 
are far removed from heaven, and from the company 
of its inhabitants. Thus you ran a course that had 
the approval of the gods a; you assisted them in the 
preservation of the city they wanted to save, and 
you were seen to care for her which was the ob
ject of their care. 

20. For as he placed before the emperor's feet the 
report containing the charge, and began to read it 
at his bidding, and we, in our criminal lunacy, had 
no possible means of salvation, he embraced the 
emperor's knees with no more ado and took up the 
theme of his reputation and the consequences of 
either course of action, of imposing or refraining 
from punishment. b He told him, in fact, that the 
city had been punished already, and explained how 
the citizens had themselves done away with them
selves, by suffering in their flight all that they h8.d 
fled to avoid, without shelter, without food, with no 
doctor to combat the consequences of their misery. 
In this account he shmved how the wealthy were 
dying because of their wealth, since they brought 
upon themselves the knives of brigands and had the 

with the emperor immediately after the riots (Jo. Chrys. 
Hom. 8; P.G. xlix. 47 ff.), and had been in Constantinople 
for some da"ys before Caesarius reported (Hom. 21; P.O. 
xlix. 211 if.). 
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yap EyEVE'T av 'T7) 1TOMt I\V(JtTEI\EU7'f:POS E'TEpOV, ~ 

TOVTOV 011WS OWEt ,"",V ~t)mf7'1)v ~J.L'iv €'lTtUTOA~V -,.~ 
Efrpag€V, 8s aV€iJ T€ {JapV"/1jTOS lju)J\€ Tfi {JOiJAfi ,I 

1 'Ttl u€ Re.: U€ Ttl F. (MSS.). 2 OV-rfi F.: oiJ T~ Re. (lISS.). ; 

a Of. Or. ZS. 1 ff. 

b Of. Jo. Chrys. flom. g1. 4< (P.G. xlix. 219). 
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ORATION XXI, 20-23 


bellies of fish for their tombs.a At such a recital, 
the emperor began to lament and by his own tears, 
which involved relief from our troubles, he antici
pated requests from the rest. b 

21. There is much that makes you a man of mark, 
Caesarius,-our present situation in particular. We 
have been saved by the emperor's decision, but 
some part of our salvation can be referred to your 
resolve. Another man perhaps, unlike you in char
acter, would have heaped fresh fuel on the fire of 
his wrath or even, by heaven, have fanned it from a 
tiny flame vrith bitter accusations and with exag
gerated terminology and fear of a recurrence if the 
seed were not destroyed. From you, however, there 
could be heard the praises of clemency, and your 
wisdom could be seen to reduce the extent of our 
offence somewhat, and your reasoning to guarantee 
the good conduct of the majority by sparing the 
offenders. 22. I fully approve of the Athenian 
orator who aided Mitylene, C but the issues at stake 
were not nearly so great. How can Mitylene be set 
on a par with us? Besides, he did not bring the whole 
matter to an end; we know the extent of the 
punishment exacted. But in the present instance 
the cure has been applied to the whole citizen body. 

23. Let us observe, then, our supporter himself in 
the person of the man who brought the news of the 
reconciliation to the city, for he ensured that the 
bearer of the despatch which blessed us all should be 
one of the utmost possible assistance to her-a man 
who was likely to conduct himself before our city 

G Diodotus in 497 B.C. (Thuc. 8. 41 ff.) opposed Cleon's 
proposal for the mass extermination of the Mitylenaeans 
after their revolt, but even so one thousand were executed. 
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'e \ \ ., \ , , It; (J \avv€a€a at Kat TOVS €KEWfJS /\oyovs aVEsEa at 7TPOS 
~ \ \ \ \~, • ~ ,.. I

T<P Kat /\ap.7Tpov TO otKatOv €V€tVaL TCp 7Tpayp.an. 
, \ ~\\ " " • 1 " TtS yap p.aI\I\OV av EtKOTWS €Kap7TWaaTO Ta ypap.

"" I A" 1 '\ ' fLaTa TOV P.OVOV TWV L7T7TOVS E'/\aVVOVTWV fLtp."f1aa
R 692 fL€VOV Ta aLaaptoV 7T7'Epa;/ 'K 'I 1 

liE ~ \ 1''' t,ai l' \ ,24·. o€t fLEV ovv opOS T€ "f1p./,v EtVaL Ka(' 7ToTap.ov 
, tI A~"',J.' "0"""xpvawlI, Wa7T€P VOOLS, 't'€pOVTa, WCl "f1fLas fL'1 

fLd'w povAfa()at ToD ovvaa()at,vDv S' OUK -ryv
'"L I () ,.. 1 \. 1 R \ ~ 
€'t'tK€a at TOV fLETpOV TOVS EV TOtaVT~ p.ETafJo/\11.1 
ClE oJ: p.aKaipt,w fL€V T~S' ToD {3aaLAEwS' euvolas, F '!6.9~ 
p.aKapl,w oE ToD 7TPOS €KE1vov ~tATPOV, p.aKa- .1 

1l' ~ \ "'"L I '1' ~ , ,.. \ 8 IpL':;,W OE T"f1S 'PPOV"flaEWS, p.aKapt':,W OE TOV Ta TOL-, 
,.. , I 1 () ,.. ~\ ,.. ~I ~ 

aVTa P.EV E(,pyaa at, TOtaVTa Of aEaVT<p aVV€WEvaL. 
\ , ,/ R \ 1 .\ t,I~ .-

Km yap En fJE/\TtOVOS €/\7TWOS V7TapXEL TOLS 1'01,
, 1. , y,.. \..... '" ()

OVTOLS EtVat Kat, ,:>waL Kat a'mOVat, Kav 1'(, 7T0 EV 
,R 1\ \ ~ '1' I t I ,

7TpoafJa/\/\'[J ovaXEpES, WV 7TE7TOL"f1KEV ?J p.V"flp."f1 T?JV 
\ I • 1\ \ 5 -- \ , \ .,. " ~ \/\vaw E7TaYYEI\I\ETaL. 2. KaI\OV P.€V ow Ka(' avopt, 

, ~ I ,J.'" ,t;, ,\,
ClVV€t7TOVTa Kt,VOVVOV aa't'0vs Esap7TaClm Kat TO V"flL 

,.., I • 1 () \ 1 ,~\ 

vaw E7Tap.vvaaav a7ToKpovaaa aL /\T/aTas, aOt OE 
, ,,(, (\ I " c;;.. I ..,,1 '" ~\

OVK a't' EVOS awp.aTos 7] oEKa "f1 EtKOatV "f1 o(,s Toa
1 f "L \ I J \ V " ,~, ) e'" • , OVTWV ?J 't'L/\OTt,p.La, aI\/\ oawv ovoapt p.'f}aat pg-

~ ,,~" ~,,\ ,. 1\ '\ " OLDV. OT<P OE Et7TEW EVL Kat a€aWKEVat 7TO/\LV, a/\/\ 
" "~' fI , I )~, ~IOV Tt yE ToaaVT?JV OVo OV7'WS apxmav Ovo OVTW 

1TOAAOLS avOoDaav TO'S aya()o's. fLd.pTVpES' oJ: TOV 
I '" e"c () 1 ,.. \ 'eyEP.EtV aVT7]V aya wv Ot 7Tpoan EVTES T<p 7T/\7] Et 
() ' (,,.. I '" r:: IKa rJf.LEpav TaLS p.ETaVaClTaaEat. 26. Kat, OTav 07] 


1 TOVS; before Z7T7TOVS; Re. (B). bracketed F. 

2 'Tel Re.: 'T#£ Morel (MSS.), bracketed F. 


a Chrysostom (Ilom. 21; P.O. xlix. 220) asserts that this 
courier was sent by Theodosius to save Bishop Flavianus 
from the excessive rig-ours of his enforced return. The 
messenger arrived on Palm Sunday. Despite all Libanius' 
eloquence, the whole context of the incident is Christian. 
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ORATION XXI, 23-26 


council without heavy-handedness and endure what 
it had to say, as well as having the best qualifications 
for the mission. For who could more properly have 
gained profit from the message than the one courier 
who had emulated Caesarius in his winged course? a 

24. Well, we ought to have a mountain and a river 
of gold, as the Lydians had,D for our desire not to 
exceed our capacity. As it was, those who had ex
perienced such vicissitudes were unable to attain 
the happy mean. You I congratulate upon the em
peror's favour, upon your affection for him, upon 
your good sense, upon the performance of all you 
have done, and upon your consciousness of such per
formance. Men such as you may have high hopes 
both in this life and beyond; and should any dis
cordant element arise, memory promises the disap
pearance of anything this causes. 25. It is indeed a 
fine thing for one to be a man's advocate and to 
rescue him from certain danger: or for one ship to 
help another in repelling pirates, but your claim to 
fame comes not frDm one person, or ten, or twenty, 
or twice as many, but from a number that almost 
defies accounting. ShDuld anyone boast even of 
saving a city, yet it certainly was not a city of our 
size and antiquity, or one with such abundance of 
good things. And witnesses to its fullness of good 
things are to be found in those people who are daily 
added to its numbers by leaving their home town to 
come and live here. e 26. And whenever men in 

b Mount Tmolus and river Pactolus; for the I?old pro
duced there and exploited by the Lydian kings of. Hdt. 5. 
101, Or. 11. 268. 

c The immigration into Antioch, commended here and 
in Or. 11. 164 if., is usually deplored by Libanius (of. Or. 10). 
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) , I t \ I __ \~ 
TWES EV avvoUaL<f aEj-LVVVWaW €aUTOUS j-LV1)j-LTJ Ka/\WV

't. \ \ ~ tit. \ \ t ,I 
1Tpal::, €WV I aOt TO V£KaV U1Tapl::, €L l\€yOVTt T'Y}V 1)j-L€TEpaV. 
" \ \" ) I' """ .t , J.. ....R 698 1) au j-LEV taws OUK Ep€LS EPYOV u1TEp1)'favov utw1tT/ 

" f ~ I ~\ ,,' rl ,.. \ I
Koaj-Lwv, 1)j-Las oE OUK EaTW 0 Tt 1TaUUE, l\€yovTas F 1/\ 'e -, I \ \ '''''' "'" TO j-L€yE OS T1)S EUEpy€atas, TOV 1TEpt aUT1)S 1TOLOUV

\' 'n' \, ~~,
Tas I\oyov avavaTOV 1Taw, 1TaTEpwv 1TapaoLOOVTWV 
" '\ \ , "'~ , l' , 
a TE €1TI\1Jj-Lj-LEI\1)aaj-L€V a TE €oEtaaj-L€lI WV T€ a1TE
\ I \ " , DI " ~ I\avaap.€v. fl7. Kat €t p.€V TtS 0pUWU€U:' '1(, '!TO'TE 'TWV 
r I ,~\,,... ~I \ \ A 

1)/LETEPWV avopOS apET1)S OEOfLEVOV, Ta ua TOVTOV 
'Y \ , ,~ , ~ \ , \' I ,
E,=1)I\WKEvat €POUfL€V, EL o€ aj-LEI\EUf 1TPOO£TO KaKOV 

Tt, ds j-LtfL1JutV TWV (UWV)l KaAWV TOVTOV ~Y7Ju6-\" 'f~'"j-L€ea. Kat TWV 1TE1TpaYj-L€VWV '1} O£1)Y1JULS €tS fLEUOV 

~gEL VVV /L~V Tafha 1TOAAWV AEYOVTWV, vvv o~ TOV 

/LaAAOV /L€j-LV1Jj-L€VOU TOV ~TTOV €1TaVOpOoVvTOS, 28. 
\\ \ \ t "" '" , '" \

1TOl\l\at /LEV 1)/Lw, W XP1JUTE, 1TaV1)yupElS aTE Kat 
__ \ I 'I' \ Q I ,,\ 'I \

1Ta/\aLO'TaTO£S OUUL Kat 1TpEa,.,UT€pO£S TOU T'Y}V W 
Q " , " \ \ \"
,.,OUV 1TOL1)aaVTOS EpWTOS. KaL yap TOUS €KE£V1JV 
r "" f \,' ,,... 1\ \""
,:>1JTOUVTas 01, TO opoS OLKOUVTES 1TOI\LV Ttva £1T au

'" 'J.. ' 1:' '1' ITOU KEKT1JfLEVOL 'fatVOVTat bEVLaaVTES. £V OW Tau· 
~\ ~ t ~" Q \ \ , t , 

TatS 01J TatS €OpTa£s q-aOfL€va j-LEV TOV €V €KaaTTJ 
, Q" I Q " \ \ Q' t I I'R 694 TtfLWfLEVOV uEOV, q-aoj-LEua O€ Ka£ j-LEU EKaaTOUS a€

\ \ \ '" 9 ~ ... ~, \ Q \ \
T€ Ka£ Ta 1Tapa aou. 2. oOKE£ oE fLO£ Kat ,.,a(JtMUS 
J.. 'Y <I " ~ \ ~/I: "fJ l'
'fPOVT£';,€£V 0 Tt av 0'0£ OOUS OObE'E 1Tav oaov 1JV 

/1gLOV OEOWK€lIat. Kat fLOt I OOKEis ota 1ToAAwv F 
I ',I, , ,\ \ \ Q \ ~ 

(JX1)fLaTWV a<y£YfL€vOS Em TO Ka£ ,.,a(J£I\€u(Jt T€Ttj-L1)- j.' 
I n \ tI t. ,f/ l1' f'I l' 

fLEVOV 1TPO£WV 1)1::,€£V, TOV U1Ta'TOV. Kau €KaUTOV OUV 

1 TWV <awv> conj. Re., F. 

a Notably the Olympia, as in Or. 11.268. 
b For the legend of the founding of a city, lone, near I 

the site of the future Antioch by Triptolemus in his search . 
for the wandering 10, c/' Or. 11. 44-53, It is used as com- : 
mendation of the city both to Julian in A.D. 863 (Or. 15.79) 
and to Theodosius himself after these riots (Or. 20. 42). 
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company put on airs at the recollection of their 
noble deeds, you will be able to outdo thema1l by 
mentioning our city. Or else, perhaps, you will 
say nothing and enhance your peerless action with 
modest silence; yet there is nothing which will stop 
us recounting the extent of your kindness and making 
the story of it eternaL Fathers will pass down to 
their children the story of our misdeeds, our fears and 
our joys. 27. And if ever anyone directs aright any 
of our actions when it requires a man of merit, we 
will say that he has emulated you, and if, by lack of 
consideration, he proposes something wrong, we will 
direct him to imitate your noble deeds. The narra
tion of what you have done will come to the fore, 
either when many speak of it, or when anyone with 
a good memory corrects his more forgetful fellow. 
28. We have many festivals,a my good friend, for 
we have a very long history that goes back beyond 
the passion that transformed 10 into a cow. b Indeed, 
the dwellers on the mountain, who had a city of a 
sort upon it, are known to have given hospitality to 
those who came in search of her. In these festivals, 
then, we shall sing the praises of the god honoured 
in each of them, and after them recite the praises 
of yourself and what you have done. 29. The 
emperor, I believe, is considering what gift he can 
bestow upon us so as to be thought to have given 
you your full due. You, I believe, will crown your 
varied career of service by advancing to the attain
ment of that office which emperors too honour by 
their acceptance-the consulship. C In every stage 

o This prophecy was fulfilled in A.D. 897. For the 
prestige of such a nomination cJ. Or. 12. 19. 
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~ 'tit; ~ , \ J.. ,.. , ,
TWV aX1J/LaTWV E~ HS' 01J1TOU Kat a0't'taTWV €1TatVOUS' 

'\ " , l' \ ,.. \ I 1
/LEyal\wv OV'TWS EV OtS 1TEpt aou I\fyoUat ytYVO/LfVWV. 

,,.. ~ , ... \ , J.. 1\ (\, ~ 
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''I \ \'" \ , 1/
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"0 f H A \ l' - \,.., I , 
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, ,,,, ,..\' \,.. ~ \ 1 
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I _~\\' f \ fl '" A

aE/kVOTEPOV, aI\I\ at /L€V OWS' ns av'TJp TO C1W/La 

O€LKVVOVaL, "'vxij~ OE ElooS' TOLS lpyOtS' /L1]VVETat. 
" l' \ '~C" ,,.. \ \ , f ,
oanS' OUV aUTOV €7TfOEL~ €V apLaTOV, €V TqJ KaM£OV£ 

\ "", " ~ I \',Kat TO£S' VC1T€POV EaO/L€VOLS' 't'a£VETat Kat TO /k€V 
\ \ ""' " I \ ~, " "'" )/

1TOMatS' KLV€£Ta£ TVxatS', TO 0 Ean KPE£TTOV 1] Tt 
" B ~ ~ " 31' l'A ,TO£OVTOV 7Ta HV EV fJEfJaLqJ KEL/LEVOV. • TO. TE OW 

", 'I , " \ 1 'r , \aMa 1TaVTa Etp1JaETat TOl! XPOVOV Kat OLa 1TpOS TOV 
... , , "\ l''~\IB"TWV a/LEtVOVWV ayyEl\ov TOVTOVt otEI\€X 1]S', on W 
, ~ 't' , , ''I , f~" J..' B' au DEL,; as <TEaVTOV €V OVK ol\tyats ooOtS, 't'av1] t /kOt 

... , '1" B1 ,~\ 1 1 a 
vvv, E£ /LEV OtOV TE, aTTWV, E£ oE /L1], /L1]n yE fJpa
~ I (''' I "'" 'A IOV'T€pos. WS EyWyE Ka/LVW TO£S T1]S vnOXE£aS' 

R 695 KaKo'is, ~ yvva£KoS' I v6aqJ 1TtEtO/L€V1JS' OVO€V ota- ~ 
q;€P€£. I EV S~ TfiJ afiJ TaXEL KaK€tvo£S' Tal TijS' TWV F 46$ 
avtapwv AvaEwS'. SQ. ft O~ TOrS o~€tAovat xapw 1 
l,wT£ 1TPLV fKTtaaL ~v xapLv €Tlpav alTijaat, TWV 1 
1Tap' ~/L'iv OlKOSO/LOV/L€VWV Kat. aVTOS ~/L'iv, JJ Bav- f: 

I ,... \~, \"... I \ :\/LaatE, YEVOV Kat 07j Ka£ TW'jJ yewpyovV'TWV Ka, 
, ' .. J.. 1 \ I , ''I \ ,

1To£7jaov Ut"'t'O'T€potS l\a/L1TpOTfpav T1JV 7TOI\W Kat 
:~ 

"" 
/L1JOf.TEpOV TWV aVaAW/LaTWV q;vYTJS, 01TWS ~/L'iv /LEV 

..

•.'...'.-..'.• ' 
• ' 'I 1 ~ - B ' ) \ '\ 1\ ,'\ I ,ws 7Tf:pt 7TOl\tTOV O£UJ\fy€a at 1TPOS T€ aM1]I\OVS Kat. .,.!:,.'1, 

1 7(1 F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). 

a A conventional symbol of reconciliation or of recogni
tion of favours received, presented (e.g.) to Datianus (Ep. 
1184. 8) and Ellebichus (Or. 22. 41). Offended emperors 
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of that career, then, you will certainly receive the 
praises of sophists, who really attain greatness in 
the orations ,which they deliver about you. And in 
these very orations, pride of place is taken by your 
achievement in halting the disastrous flood that 
nearly overwhelmed our city. 

30. So we made suggestions for the erection of 
bronze statues, for no higher mark of esteem can be 
solicited from the emperor, but these only show 
what a man is like in his physical appearance. The 
bent of hi9 character is indicated by his actions. 
So anyone who shows himself a man of excellence is 
revealed in the better part of him to future genera
tions too: statues can be ups~t by many mishaps, 
but this, based upon sure foundation, is above experi
encing any such accident. 31. So the story will be 
related for all time, as will the instructions you 
gave to this bearer of good tidings. "You, who 
have proved your mettle on many a long road, now, 
if you please, show yourself more speedy still, if 
possible, but, failing that, no slower than before. I 
am sorely grieved by the evils of Antioch, which is 
exactly like a woman afflicted by illness. In your 
speed, then, lies the relief of their discomfort." 
32. If those who owe a debt of gratitude may ask 
a second favour before repaying the first, then do 
you, admirable sir, yourself become one of those 
to build a residence in our midst, and become one 
of the land-owners too.a By both means increase 
our city's fame, and do not evade the expenditure 
on either project. Thus in our conversations among 
ourselves, and with others too, we may speak of you 
are similarly asked to visit the city. Of. 15. 86 (Julian), 
20. 46 (Theodosius). 
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ORATION XXI, S2-S3 


as our own citizen; and whenever you are in resi
dence here, which I trust will be often, you will he 
able to spend your time among your own folk and 
feast your friends on the produce of your farms. 

33. For me, perhaps, because of my tale of years, 
death reveals itself close at hand, but, when I am 
gone, I may perhaps be spoken of by those who have 
ability in speaking. For them their theme will be 
the friendships, the very firm friendships, I have 
possessed. Here too they will have yet more to 
say of you, asserting your friendship to be the most 
important of my possessions, and proving their 
case by the favours I have received. And may you, 
who have wrought mighty deeds, become the father 
of a family among us, and of such a family that their 
virtues may equal those of their sire. 
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F" j~n. '.II! 

Ii 
: 
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' , I \)'" I l' \ ,\ I,

1TpOTEpOV TlT7}KOTL OEOWKWS. OLp.,aL yap aVTOV KaL , 

1 7TP~' Re. {"'ISS. except BPa V, Ma~arius): els F. {BPa V). .."j 

2 TOVTOV F. (C, PI corrected): 'TOVTWV Re; (other MSS.): "~ 
TOVTO)l~ Cobet.\ 

a Libanius had been on friendly terms with Ellehichus at 
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ORATION 22 

TO ELLEBICHUS 

1. SOME people think that the greatest single blessing 
for man lies in money and wealth, and so they do 
not shrink from its acquisition, even by perjury, but 
even if they have to suffer some evil in consequence, 
they are not deterred. Others, though, would prefer 
to be praised rather than to get all the money in the 
world, and they are not ashamed to confess it. 
Others, again, are possessed of an equal desire for 
the same object, but profess that they have no 
need of praise. 2. Well, I think that both those who 
think more of wealth than of praise and those who 
think praise to be of greater importance and yet 
deny that it is, are wrong. The best men, I feel, are 
those who, though not unaware of the value of praise, 
do not bother about it, so that they actually invite 
it from those qualified to utter it. Of these I know 
that our admirable Ellebichus is one, and now I will 
provide him with it unsolicited, though previously 
I had conferred it upon him at his request.a In my 
opinion, he has remained silent through his convic
least from A.D. 383, when he was appointed magister militum 
(Ep. 2). The panegyric here mentioned was delivered in 
A.D. 385 (Or. 1. 232: l7TOlTWO, A6yov d1'~(]a.vTt (]'Tpa1'T)ytjJ). 
He was, unlike Caesarius, a pagan. Of. Seeck 167; P LRE 
277. 
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LIDANIUS 

\;" \ , , , ,~e'
OLa TO 7r€'1TEta at fLE Ta '1TapOVTa E;'1TaLVEO'at O'EaLYTJ-

I ,'\ 1 ", f
i{EVat TE Kat P!l} 7'0 '1TP07'EpOV '1Tpos: Ep,E '1T€'1TOLTJ!(€VaL.

' ~, 'T \f) 1 '" e ,..
,3• aTJoE5l p'EV ovv '1TapEI\ OV7'WV fL€p,vTJO' at KaKWV' 

a yd.p fLTJ8~ (fVp,[3~vat ~v dpX~v eDEt, mynO'fJaL, 
,I.. , " '" " ", ~ , ,,,<patTJ n5l av, '1TpOO'TJKEV. 0..1\1\ E'1TELOTJ7TEp OVK av 7'LS 
,,~ \ P. 'fJ \ " \ .... '" ,.. " " f3toOL TTJV {-'0TJ etav Kal\WS p'TJ 7'WV oftVWV a T'11S OTJ

fJda5l exp77~€ '1TpO aV7'ijs ElPTJP,'vwv, Tijs: dvaYKTJS 
< I ~I 1 ITJ p,vTJp'TJ U'l)1TOV YLyvCrat. 

4. Xpw~a7'(lJv £O'TJO'E [3aatAEt r.p6s T~V TWV 6AWV F 479 ; 
I \ '\ ~ \ " , '>I ~ ,

(JwTTJptav Kat p,atuO'7'a OTJ T€p pEV E/S E7'OS: OEKa7'OV, 
7'(1) '1TaLOL O~ 7dp'1T7'oV -rijs {3aO'tAelas '1Tpoi:oVCJTjS. 

1 'i"'" , , , " vop,o:; OE €V 7'OtS TOWV7'OL5l XPOVOLS XpvO'ov LEvaL 
\,... , ,...... 1"\ I 

'1Tapa TU)V Kpa7'OVVTWV ELS XELpaS 7'OLS aTpa7'LW7'ats.I"l' \ _ , " 
TWV TOLVVV 'lTEpt TWV xpTJp,aTwv ypap,p,aTwv av-

R .. C\ ''''~ I \ t ~ '" '1) fJ ' " n. D fyvwap,Evwv E;oEL }lEV 7JOELav 7'07'E av PW'lTOLS YE
'f) \, \ \ fJ I \ \ '..1.. \ 
vw at 'M'F' aK07JV Kat 'lTPO Vp,LaV 7TEP' 7'1JV Eta<popav 

~ tl, '8 ' , ..." Q ) A \TOaaU7'TJv, waT EV vp,tav EVEYKHV 1"£[> j-Iaatl\€L 7'TJV 
, "fJ t, ('i'\ \ "fJ':J. ) ,EV7'aV a €7'OLIL07'1"f7'a, Ot OE 7TPOS TOU 'IKOV a7'omas: 
tJ "t I 1 ." \ ,L " ," 1':wa7' EsE'lTEaOV TE av7'WV Kat 'f'POVELV OVKE7' EtXOV, 
" \ ,,~ 5.''' f)" " ~, , \ ,a p'EV €Oft ooVvat Ka 0PWV7'ES, a 0 av7'L 7'OV7'WV 

r t'1'" '5.'" 5 I '" ITJv EXEtV OVOE 1\0YL\,0fLEVOL. • Kat 7TPW7'OV fLEV
,\ "8' \,.. ,..)/ , (
EyyvS TOV pOi/OV KaL 7'WV 7'OV apxOV7'OS 0fLp,a7'WV 
,I.. \>1 t '''' \.,
'f'WVTJV EppTJsav a7'aataMLKTJV, aXTJp,a fLEV €XOvaav 
t , " ~\, fJ I fJ \'"
LlC€7'EW,s, €.pyOV OE a7TEt Etas. Wa'lTEp yap EV TOtS 

1 TOTE"1'Tots conj. Cohet. 
----...~---.----------------

a Sources which mention this demand are Jo. Chrys. Hom. 
3. 7t 5. 8, 8. 4 (P.G. xlix. 58, 73t 102), Sozom. lI.E. 7. 23, 

:los. 4. 4i, Theodoret, H.E. 5. 20 (who cans it ii. new tax). ·1' 


Libanius alone connects it with imperial anniversaries (which ....:.'.' 

fell in A.D. 388, in fact). This should imply aurum CO?'O- ,\ 

nariu'in. However, his comment that it was ear-marked fot' 
military donatives implies no less that the levy would be 
collatio lustralis. Neither tax was new. Browning (op. cit. 
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ORATION XXII, 2-5 


tion that I commended his present attitude and has 
not made overtures to me. S. The recital of troubles 
past is an unpleasant business. It could be said 
that it is proper to leave unmentioned events which 
ought never to have happened at all. Yet since 
nOlle could see in its true light the support we have 
received without a preliminary account of the troubles 
that made it necessary, obviously a recital of our dire 
situation is called for. 

4. The emperor needed money for the maintenance 
of the empire, especially since his reign was approa~ 
ching its tenth anniversary and his son's its fifth. 
Normally on such occasions a donative is handed by 
the rulers to their soldiery.a So when the decrees 
about this money were published, people should 
then have been pleased to hear them, and should 
have shown such eagerness to contribute that their 
readiness in the matter brought good cheer to the 
emperor. Instead their attitude was so wrongheaded 
that they lost control of themselves and behaved 
like lunatics. They concentrated on the payment 
they had to make and never gave a thought to what 
they could get in return for it. 5. First of all, neal' 
the throne and the gaze of the governor b they broke 
out into disorderly cries. Ostensibly it was a cry of 
supplication, but, in reality, one of disobedience. 

pp. 14 f.) suggested that it was an extraordinary demand 
for both (so Downey, p. 427, also). Since veterans and 
other classes not normally liable to either impost are among 
the protesters, Petit, Ste-Croix (followed by Liebeschuetz, 
11~ 164) identify it \llith 8. superindIction of tribute. Lihanius, 
composing this oration in or after A.D. 388, the year of 
imperial anniversaries (~f. § 42 below), confused the issne 
with these references, deliberately or not 

b i.e. the cons1daria, at the dikasterwn. 
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LIBANIUS 

I A \ (] \ , '(] •• \ A ~ I
fJ-EytaTOLS' .KaKOtS TOVS EOVS ELW afJ-EV KaI\eLV v€O-

fJ-EVOt {30YJ(JEZV, oihw T6TE TOV (]EOV oi f30WVTES a~as 
'\ A" \ I , 1:. '\ I I \... F 4€I\€ELV, 	(JJS EtS TO 7TpaTTELV a!:, LWS' EI\EOV 7Tapa T(JJV l 47 

I 'J. I 6" ~\ ,~\ 1
ypafJ-f.wTwv a<ytYfJ-EVOt. • OVTOS OE OVVE TOVTOV 
J. 	 ~ \, ~ 1 \ ,\ I \ \ 
<y0p7]TOV 7iO/\V OELVOTEPOV TO E7Tt TOVTlf. fJ-ETa yap 
~, .... t I " '" , ..... ~ 
VYJ T(JJV pYJfJ-aTWV EKELVWV E7Tt T'fJII 7TPO TOV OtKa-

I 	 \ '''I:. ~ \ \ R \1
O'TYJPWV 0'1"00.1' 7TOtYJaafJ-EVO£ 7"f]lJ E~OOOV Kat 7"f]V t'0'fJV" \ e1 '" \ \'5:' \
€7TtTHvalJ7'ES Kat YVfJ-VW ElJ7'€S TWV Xf\()..fJ-VUWV Kat TO 

OU7TW KtKLVYJfJ-€VOV TaLS OEgW£S KLVOVlJ7'ES 7TapaKa
\ '" , I,!,' 1\ '\(J I , \ 
I\OVVT€S ELS KOtVWIIWV WV ETOI\fJ-WV, €I\ OVT€S E7Tt 

R ii. 4 TO 7iAYJO'La'ov1 {3aAaVELov KaAovs dJV €g~PTYJlJ7'O I Tel 
\ A.. "" \ I I,C I 2 

TO <yWS EV VVK7'L 7Tap€XOVTa fJ-axatpatS €£€K07TTOV 
~ , "~"'" '" 1\' '" oELKVVVTES on oEL 1"011 €V 1"7] 7TOI\€L KoafJ-0V TaLS 
,~ \1 t A \ t t \f3 	 ,

aVTWV oVI\YJa€a£V V7TOX(JJpELV Kat (JJS ° fJ-€V v0fJ-0S 
'~l \ ~\ , I '" '" 1 ,

OVOEV) TO VE EKELVOLS OOKOVV fJ-€ya. 7. TOWVTOV 
, , (JJ ,\ f If' 

TOLVVV ctO' €lJ7'OS 7TPOOLfJ-WV fJ-ETa pYJfJ-aTWV EHpWV 
" ,~ ,\ T \, 1 \, \ , 
a KEPVOS av YJV Jlm fl-'fJ aKYJKOEvaL) TO fl-EV TO. EU.f)

' .... ,..., I \ ~,
(J01"0. TaVTa 7TOL€tV Kat TapaTTELV Kat avYXELV Tav 

.... , I I \ ) I~ A f A 

TOLS EpyaO'TYJpLOtS fl-LKPOV TE KaL apaf'Wv T7JS aVTWV 
, '" I 3 t , f3\ ',I, ~ \ ,. \ \ \ , 
avopws YJYYJO'alJ7'o, l\€.faVTES OE ELS Tas 7TOMaS 
\, ~ , " R\ J.' \ \ '(J

Tas €V TaLS aaVLaLV €LKOVas JJl\aa<yYJfl-Las 7TPO I\t (JJV 
", ,\ , ,t. I ,\, ..... t I ; 1\ 

E7T awas a<yEVT€S E7Tt fJ-EV TatS PYJYVVfl-€VaLS ey€I\WV, 
\ ~ , " I ,! 8 " (J'

7TPOS VE Tas aVT€XOVaas YJyavaKTOVV. • E7T€L 

t 1 "~ A~l ' "FEVOt a 

'fJYOVfJ- Tas €V Ttp X Kip 7'L1.LtWT€pas Kat 7"fJV 475,',',.'1',....,_:,':.':'.1 'Il'A.77Guf,ov] '!TA.77(J[oll conj. Cobet. 

2 JgiKO'll"TOV F. (CAPlV): a'll'€KO'll'TOV Re. (other 11188.). 


3 avoptas F. (::IfSS.): avop€las Re. 


a In addressing a pagan official here Libanius makes no _ 
bones about imputing blame to Christians. The parallel 
passage in Or. 21. 5 is much more muted. 

b The chlamys, although part of official dress (Or. 30. 15. 
O. Th. 14. 10. 1), is also a civilian garment (Or. 45. 18). 

C Of. Or. 16.41 (Vol. l, p. 237 n.). 
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ORATION XXII, 5-8 


In our times of dire trouble we usually call upon the 
gods and beg them to help us. In the same way on 
that occasion the rowdies called upon their god to 
pity them for reaching such a pitiable plight because 
of these decrees. a 6. This was intolerable enough, 
but there was much worse to follow. With remarks 
like these they trooped out to the colonnade in front 
of the courtroom, raised their clamour anew and 
stripped off their jackets.a That section of the po
pulace which was as yet unaffected they began to stir 
into action by their gesticulations, and they egged 
them on to participate in their own misconduct. 
They proceeded to the bath near by, and used their 
knives to cut the ropes, from which were suspended 
the lamps that give us our light of a night-time, C 

and they made it plain that good order in the city 
must give place to their own whims, that law meant 
nothing and that their decisions were the ones to 
count. 7. This, then, was the sort of prelude that 
was performed, along with other expressions which 
it would have done me good not to have heard. The 
adoption of their usual techniques, rioting and dis
turbances in the factories,e' they considered paltry 
and unworthy of their manliness. Instead, they 
cast their eyes on the many portraits on the panels, 
and hurled at them first insults and then stones. 
They roared with laughter at those they shattered 
and lost their temper with those that stood up to 
this. 8. Then they took it into their heads that 
bronze statues were of more account, and that mis

d As with the murder of Theophilus in A.D. 354,01'.19.47. 
Here the scene moves from the old town area to the environs 
of the palace where the portraits and statues wou1d normally 
be placed. 
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LIBANIUS 

, , f f '.J.. '" f , ~ 
EtS EKEtvas Trapotvtav a'f'Op"f}TOTEpav opap,OVTf.S ETr 
,\ rt I 0' ,.." I

aVTas ap,a aXOLVtOtS TrEpt EVTES TOtS' aVXEat l<.aTa
a \' 1'\ r', " I • ", ,
!-'aIlOVTES' EtIlKOV, ot p'EV OU otaTEp,OVTES, Ot OE I<.at 

R " "" , I I '\... \ , n. 5 TOVTO TrOL"f}aaVTES'. KatTOt TrEpt p'EV TOV TraTp0S'
" ,,>, , "A -" , " \ f"tawS' av €t1TOtEV TO xpvaLOV, pl<.uou.p OE Tt av TtS'1 

, \ I A ,,\ "" , ... ,,\ ,

EYKaIlEa€tE ; T~ OE p,ET EKEWOV n; TV OE TOVTWV 
, ",,\ '" a \ , I '1" 

p,"f}Tpt; Tip oE TOI) !-'aatIlEWS' 1TaTpt; TrEpt WV OUK 
.>1 ' .... ( .... ,.. '\..L 9
Eanv E~1TEW wS' P,€T€tXOV TWV 7Tf£pt T'YJV <p0pav. • 

~ I I '" ~ I , "" fl 
' 

1TapaoovTES' TO£VVV TOtS' 1TawapLOtS E1J TOtS OVTWS' 
'~I I r " " , " )aWEa£/-'v0£S 1Ta£f:,E£V EXWPOUV aVTOt /-'vETa 1TVPoS' E1T 

" ,,,, '''''' ""'" '" '"otKtaV avupos aO£KoVVTOS' p'EV OVOEV, OOI<.OVVTOS' OE 
A 'a \ I "... I ,

TOtS' OV !-'OVIlOp,EVOtS aKOVE£V TWV ypafLp,aTwv, Kat 
, \" , ,,\ " A 'I' '" 'a 1\

TO, P.EV El<.aOV, TO, OE O£EVOOVVTO, WV "f}V TO, !-'aatIlEta. 
, , , 't' c ' '" I ""Kat €t p'''f} To~a TE I<.at To,OTaS' WOVTES' €o€£aav, 

" '" 11'" "\ (j ~ ,..... t ,,\ '\ f'I
KPE£TTOV av "f}V "f) I<.WIlV TJvat TO 7rVp WS Em TrIlEt

., \" I .... , I 
aTOV p<:DV. 1TEpt ToWW TO p.EaOV T1)S 7Jp.Epas p.€Ta

\' , I \ , , ''I'' 
fLEIloS' TE €taVEL TOVS fLaVEVTaS' 1<.0,£ KOWOS' 1JV 0 
..L 'a '" A IA ' ,.'f'0!-'oS' TWV TE 1JotI<.TJKOTWV TWV T€ OVX ap.apTOVTWV, , 

! ws Jv TOtS' TO£OVTOtS' l<.aKoLs KotVat TWV 1Tb"EWV at F 47' 
", '\""""'/,' • I " .,
otKat Kat TO T1JS 0PY"f}S ap,'f'OTEpOVS opmws f,1TEP

I ,. ,," I I A 

X€Tat TOVS' T€ 0 TatS' atnats TOUS TE TrOppW TWV' 
, \ I "" " \ " , 1\ '{:.\ \EYKIlTJp,aTwv. 10. 1Jo"f} OE TWV aYyE/\WV €1,,€1l1JIlV

Il ii. 6 ObTWV Kat TWV 1Tpayp,aTwv I D1]AOVVTWV aSEi 1Tpoa"" \... \", " ... ",OOKav, l<at TWV fLEV oaLjLOvaS' atnwtLEvwv, TWV OE .1·· 

, '\ \ 1\ I ",. I \'ealll\1]llovs, 1TaVT{JJV 0 EaVTOVS' P1]VOVVTWV 1<.0,£ yv
"" \ I \ I "'" I I " vatKaS' Kat TEKva Kat aTEyas EV €OOKEt p,OllOV €XEtV 

\ I (.J.. \ \ \ Y A ~\ '\ .... ...:.,·1:....:.~ 
T7JV aWT1]ptaV, 7J 'f'VYTJ I<.at TO f:,"f}TEtV a/V\"f}V Y1Jv. .., 

... \ 'I' \ \ \ \-. I , :. 
11. TOV /LEV OW Il€W TO 1TIlELOV f1-ETaVtaTaTo, T1JV 

1 1'l UV TLS Cobet, F. (V): Tl TLS Il\1Pa: Tl T{, Re. (other 
1tfSS.). 

a OJ. Or. 19. 34 f. 

380 .{ 



ORATION XXII, 8-11 


conduct towards them was more intolerable, and so 
they rushed upon them. They slung ropes around 
their necks, hauled them down and began to drag 
them along, some without chopping them up, others 
doing just that. Yet though they might perhaps 
talk of the gold in connection with his father, what 
accusation could anyone make against Arcadius? 
or against his younger brother? or their mother? 
or the emperor's father? It cannot be said of them 
that they had any part in this tax demand. 9 . 

. However, they left the urchins to make sport with 
such revered objects, and themselves went with fire 
to attack the house of one who was guilty of 110 

wrong-doing but yet was held to be so by these 
people who refused to listen to the decrees. They 
started to set fire to some places, and had designs 
on others, the palace among them, and had they not 
seen the bowmen and their bows a and got into a 
panic, the fire would have extended far and wide, 
and would have been too great to stop. Well, about 
mid-day a change of mind came over the lunatics, 
and guilty and innocent alike experienced a common 
fear, for in such troubles the punishment inflicted on 
cities is universal, and wrath is visited without 
distinction on both the ringleaders and the utterly 
blameless. 10. The couriers had already left and the 
march of events showed the shape of things to come. 
Some began to put the blame on the supernatural, b 

others on one another: all began to bewail them
selves, their wives, children and homes. and it seemed.' , 
that there was but one means of salvation, to flee 
and seek another land. 11. So the greater part of 
the populace began to depart, but the administration 

b Cf. Or. 19. ~9, Jo. Chrys. Hom.;21. 8 (P.G. xlb:. 214 f.). 
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LIBANIUS 

{:l \\ ~\ \" '\ A'" 1
/,-,OVI\'I]V OE 'TO apxov O/1Tftl\a~S' E1TE£pa'TO Ka'T€XE£V. 

1 ~ \ ( \ ( " \ \ \ 1 ,~\ \ 
VEOL OE Ot 1TEpt T)p.aS' 'TE Kat 'TOVS l\oyovS' OVo€V 1TP0S' 

'<:' 1 " '<:' \ '8' 'f' ,IovaEva €t1TOV'TES' €K1TOaWV EV VS' T)aav. OWP.EVWV 

s€ ~P.Wv ~g€LV lKE'i8EV AOyOV EXOV'Ta 'T~V np.wplav, 
\ ~\ JI\\ "\\"J. ~ \ ~\ A \

'TT)V oE at\I\T)V aMOS' €<.raaKE, oEtva£ OE 1Taaat, Kat 
\ IJ. 1 A \\" (J. 1 ,\ ~\ <I \ 

1TEpt 'Ta'f0vS' 'TOLS' 1TOMO~S' T) 'fPOV'TtS', Etat OE Ot Kat 
"" ) , It' A I ",/, \ 

'TOV'T a1TEyvwaav WS' Ep.1TpT)ap.OV 'To. 'TE a'fvxa Kat 
(,,' \1 I

T)p.as aval\waOV'ToS'. 

I Ll 0.1 <:' \ ( A' 1 {j I, F 477 
~. V'TW oE 'fJp,wv €1T'T'fJX0'TWV Kaua1TEp €V 1Tpoa

OOK{q, ~pov'TfjS' ~ aEtaficp 1TdV'Ta KtVOVV'T£ EPXE'Tat 
it. 1 ({j \ J: 1 \ ,I, ,,~ \" ~ " 
'-J!T)fLT), T) UEOS 'IS' 1TOppW 'TO 'fEVOOS', 'TOV avopa 'TOV

, 1\ \ <:- \ t A , .J..'t 8 \ 
'TOV aYYEMovaa O~Kaa'TTJV T)J.L£V alf/£s€a at. Kat 

'TOV'T' d8uS' 'T~V 'TWV xaA€1TWV lA1Ttoa 'Tfi 1Tap

R .. 7 f3 1\ 'I "\ 1 ~ \,1 	 " 11. 	 EXovaT/ 'Tt €I\'TWV €£S' €l\a'T'TOV 'T€ 'fJy€ Kat 'Tav 'TatS' 

81
.t, A " ).1 " 	 ,If/vXatS' E1TOLE£ KOVIf/0'TEpa Ka£ 'TtS' €a LWV 'TE EfiEt-

StaaE Kat J.L€'TEAa~EV V1TVOV Ka8apEVOV'TOS 1TT)OT)
I '\' "'" " "" (' ,.., \p,a'TWv, Kat 1TEpt aypw~' 'TtS' T)PE'TO 'TWV EaV'TOV 'T01\

p.~aaS' €inEtv €av'Tov 1TpO'TEpOV 'TfiJ ~of3Cf 'TOV'TO 
\' '(" T " I Ll'

KEKWI\VP.EVOS, Kat 0 fiEl1 OtS T)KOUa€. ma'T€VWl1 fiEU 

~SOV~S E'TEpOV JOtoaaKEV, 0 SE -Uno 'TOV fL€YE8ovs 
,.. , D ,,' ,.. \ \ ,~ , <:- ... 

'TWV ayauwv ama'TWV 1Tapa 'TOUS EWEVat n OOKOVJ)
" \ \\ "'" \ \ 

'TaS' T)PX€'TO. Kat 1TOI\VS 1TaV'TaxOV 'TE Kat 1Tapa
" 'E\\ '{:l '" " AA'1Taa£VME/,-,LXOS EV o£K£aLS', €V ayopatS', fV, a'TOatS, 

, ,,' (:l ~/r '/J 1 ,
Eli O''TEVW1TO£S, €V /,-,(}.utsovaw, €V KaUT)p,EVo£S, €V/ , f3' " <:' 1 tl,
VEO£S, €V 1TPW V'TEPOIS, €V avapa(]tv, EV yvVatsLV, 
, '\ /J 1 ,~'\ 'J..'" \, \ " 
€V EI\EVUEPO£S, €V OOVI\OLS, E'f OVS Kat av'TOVS T)P

1 " '" <:' / 13' \AXE'TO 'Tt 'TT)s 'TWV OEa1TO'TWV 'TUXT)S'. • €fi1TE1TI\T)-" 
\ C\' f "... \ I '\ 1" (' " T \ l-:l .oj 

KWS ° EaV'TOV 'TTJv I 1TOl\tV QU'TOS 0 l\oyoS' 'liKE '1.'j-L€V r' 41,8,'.1
€1Tt 'To. 1Tpoda'Tfta 'Tax€wS', ~KE S~ €1Tt 'To. 1TE8ta, J

"8 ~ \ ,\ \ \'J.." "" \ J.' ','
1TPOV, 7] OE €m 'TOVS l\O'f0VS' a1Taat 1TO£WV €l\a'fPO-} 

1 'i(lcpov Cobet. ~; 

a Of. Or. gs. b Resiod, Op. 763 f. .~ 
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ORATION XXII, II-IS 

with threats tried to restrain the councillors. The 
students who attended me for their lessons removed 
themselves forthwith, with never a word to anybody.a 
I thought that some account of our punishment 
would come from the capital, but various people told 
various stories of what it would be-all of them 
gruesome-, and most of us began to concern our
selves about our funerals. Some, however, even 
despaired of that, for they believed that both our 
persons and the lifeless fabric of the city would be 
consumed in flames. 

I 

12. While we cowered thus, as though in dread of 
a thunderbolt or an earthquake that would lay all 
in ruins, there came Rumour, that goddess from 
whom falsehood is far removed,c' to tell us that Elle
bichus here would come to be our judge. This imme
diately, by the hope of some alleviation, caused our 
expectation of trouble to diminish and lightened our 
spirits. Men raised a smile at their meals and enj oyed 
a sleep free from nightmares; they began to inquire 
about their estates, even daring to speak of them as 
their own, though fear had prevented them doing so 
before. One, confident in what he had heard, gladly 
began to inform another, while yet another, incredu
lous because of the magnitude of the good news, 
would make his way to those he thought did know 
something. Everywhere the name of Ellebichus 
was on everyone's lips, in their homes, the markets, 
the colonnades, the back streets, whether they were 
walking or seated, young or old, men or women, free 
men or slaves, for slaves too were personally involved 
in what befell their masters. IS. This tale filled the 
city and quickly spread to the suburbs and to the 
plains beyond; it advanced to the hill-tops, and 
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1 <TOus> conj. Re., F. 

a Of. Jo. Chrys. Hom. 11 (P.G. xlix. 171). who, with 
more precision than Libanius here, records the arrival of 
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lightened the present misery of all, even of those 
who, though beyond the reach of danger, were grieved 
at the troubles of those who were not.a Indeed, the 
attitude of him who had sent the inquisitor was de
duced from that of his commissioner. It was felt 
that he would never have employed the person of 
Ellebichus upon a bloody assize, since he knew that 
it was uncharacteristic of him. 14. So you could 
hear many persons, not shouting it aloud, yet simply 
saying that it was a sign of our preservation and for 
us not to have the sword slicing through our throats, 
that there should come to judgement such and such 
a man who would be most pleased to hear it said 
that he could save the life of one in peril, who would 
grieve at the death of sinners, and who would show 
that he wanted to bring to some reasonable conclu
sion the rigours of the times. 

15. What then was responsible for these hopes, 
and whence did they originate? Why! it was the 
manner of his life up to that day, and especially 
during his period of command which he adorned by 
his clemency-as indeed he saw that our supreme 
emperor had done-, and which had won him a 
reputation for just dealing when he had it in his 
power to behave very differently. He thought it 
shameful for us to resent ill-treatment at the hands 
of others and yet want to inflict the same upon them. 
16. So he continually bestowed benefits on many 
persons and no few cities and, rather than destroying 
those who had suffered reverses under arms, he 
improved them by correction. So he sustained us 
as we were then fast sinking. Those who had not 
the monks from their mountain retreat.s to intercede for 
Antioch before the commissioners. 
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yet taken their departure he restrained, and those 
who, unless he personally were expected, would 
certainly have given themselves up to flight, he in
duced to stay and await his presence. 17. Because 
this was the case, people of faulty judgement be
lieved that the road would be deserted of spectators 
when he reached the gates, and that the first quarter 
of the city would be deserted when he passed through 
it right to his headquarters. Actually, those who had 
stayed behind went out as far as they used to do in 
the times of prosperity past, and escorted him into 
the city with acclamation mingled with entreaty. 
In his kindliness he did not repulse them, but by the 
gestures of his hand he showed disapproval of them, 
in this acting as trainers do towards those who have 
suffered unexpected defeat, feeling that their train
ing has gone for nothing. 18. He too then adopted 
such an attitude and employed such gestures, as if 
the praises he had lavished upon us had gone for 
nothing because, of our actions. He had, in fact, 
inspired in the emperor a great love for us, by the 
many long eulogies he had spoken of us, He used to 
say that all those who mentioned other cities were 
talking nonsense, for in none of them was there such 
a concourse of blessings. One they might have, but 
they lacked another: many might have good claims 
to fame otherwise, but the general behaviour of the 
city was by no means perfect. In one, tempers 
would flare: in another, the attitude was boorish; 
or it lacked grace, or was not go-ahead, or it had an 
•• • '+' 'hl.c +' 

I 
Irrltatlng accent, or Ilt ,",'as InCapau.le o~ supporLlng 
an imperial residence. Here alone, he said, were all 
the advantages of Fortune and the qualities condu

I
cive to virtue. The emperor, while knowing the 
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ORATION XXII,'18-20
J. 

brightest star in his crown, yet knew it not, for he 
heard of it from the reports of others, but had never 
yet seen it himself, and there was no comparison 
between hearing and seeing.a Ellebichus used to 
invite the emperor to come here, and he spoke not 
merely of the city itself, but also of Daphne, the 
possessor of the god of music, b from which there 
emanated into the city the desire for eloquence. 
19. So he reproached the city which had shown so 
much promise and yet given such apoor account of 
itself, ruining its fine eloquence with unworthy deeds : 
yet though, he had it in his power, if he so wished, to 
exact any punishment he wished, not even so did 
he alter, nor yet did he lose his affection for us because 
of those responsible for the crimes, but even while 
accusing us he maintained his liking for us. I am 
told that at dinner he did not so much dine as reflect 
upon the situation of the city, comparing this out
come with its better days. 

20. And the next step was that he summoned to 
his judge's lodging mnny of the ex-magistrates and 
all the councillors who had not fled. C This was a 
rather auspicious beginning to the investigations, both 
because of the location and because of his asses
sors. He bade each man prove his innocence, and 
though each had some argument to adduce, salva
tion generally lay in their tears, as some bewailed 
their youth, and the fact that they had no chil
dren to their name, and some lamented that they 
were parents and were bringing up noble sons, others 
beVtrailed their aged parents, or the civic duties now 
begun and needing completion, yet another his 
as one of the honorati, sits in attendance upon the commis
sioners (infra. § 28). 
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1 S~~eaOa.. Cobet, F. (V): UfaaOat Re. (other 1IISS.). 

2 elp1)fJ.evov Cobet, F. (l'iSS. except Par. 3016): elp1)p.'vov 
Re. (Par. 3016). 3 76 F. (V): om. Re. (other MSS.). 

390 



ORATION XXII, 20-22 


wife's widowhood and her future sojourn at his tomb. 
This noble man gave full licence to their tears and 
shed tears of his own at those of everyone, for he 
knew full well how many judges prevent such things 
either by blows or by threats of blows, since they 
feel that the case is jeopardized by reason of these 
laments. 21. Such was the first step, so fine and 
humane. As the affair proceeded to a climax, and 
once it had been announced that the case would be 
heard in court next day, here too he was kind enough 
not to take his seat either at midnight or at first 
cock-crow-times which in themselves give cause 
enough for terror.a He went from his doors just 
before sun-rise, so that the lamps attending him were 
conventional rather than necessary, and with an act 
of humanity he made every such precedent pale into 
insignificance. 22. Among those to be examined 
was a fine young man who had won renown in many 
embassies and all forms of public service, and had 
taken his father's place in fulfilling civic duties. 
His mother, then, bared her head and loosed her 
aged hair, ran to his bosom, took her hair in her hands 
and clasped it about him, pleading for her son with 
pitiful cries. Her tears flowed over the general's 
feet, his over her head. No one dragged her away, 
nor yet did he himself repulse her. b He so devoted 
himself to her long-drawn prayers that he seemed to 

II Nocturnal inquisitions always carried with them the 
implication of an official reign of terror, cf. Amm. Marc. 
28.1.54. 

h Chrysostom gives an account ofthe same incident, Hom. 
17 (P.G. xlix. 173). 

, ~07' aOrqi conj. Re" F. (~(7r' avrw~ correction in C) : 
Jv aOrtiJ Morel (Par. 3016): Ta.&rtiJ Re. iext (oiher MBS.). 

891 



LIBANIUS 


),. , , II , \ '8' \ , r
'f'vaEOJS aVopW'lTEtas, Kat 'lTaV'Taxo EV EVXat aW,:>E

e ' • '1 ~'" I ., \' ~ a at Ot T?JV natua 'rOLOV'To/ 'TE OV'Tt 'lTpOS a'TVXOVV~ 
\ 1"'1 , \' \ '" I 

'Tas Kat nav 'TPO,XV 'TE Kat a'lT1]VES T?JS YVWJ.LrJS
'c \ 'I' c \ ~ \ ,~'r t ~ '" \
Ee"EI\1)l\aKon. 23. Ot J.LEV 01] EotKa,:>ov, 'TJJ.LEIS DE 

'" I t ~, ,"', "t,..
'lTpOt:11JOpevoJ.Lf.V. 0 oE EOOKEt natV OVX av'TOV 'lTOL~ 

'" , t , I fl '" A 't' I I 
EW EtS op.MOYLav EKaa'TOV 'TOV 'T1]S aOLKtas anEp

2R ii. 15 J.La'Tos l(a'TaKAElwv I a'lTELAwv E'TEPOVS f3aaavlaEtv
\ 1'"\ '"' ,\ J-\' ....

'TOVS'TUV'Ta Ka'TEpOVV'Tas, H J.L1) uvYXWPOtEV €KEtVOt. 
\ ~I \ \, ..... 1\ " I \ 

Kat 	 ap.a ?TOI\I\OVS 'TWV 'lTEl\as €KtVEt v€vJ.Laat 'TOV , 
, 'c \ , " l' ~ \ I ''I F 4S J .KptVOJ.LEVOV ttS oJ.LOl\oytav EvaYEtV, ep 01) J.LaMa'Ta ii' 

" f I 3 'r l' '\\1]yavaK'TOVV Ot 'lTEWOJ.LEVOt V0J.Ltf:,OV'TES EtVat Kal\l\tOV , , 'e'" " ),. A , \ ", I:
EV apV1]aE t 'Tt no.. €tv 1) a'f'as av'TOVS EMY." aV'Tas. 

,.. 1)\ 'i' , " , \. 'r
'TOV'TO DE 1]V OVK aVXEvas EtS 'TOJ.L1)V E'TOtJ.La,:>oV'Tos

Af3 'I"" I ~I 1" I
'Tep aatl\Et, T1JV aWT1Jptav OE, OLJ.Lat, N:tJ.LTfp07f:.pav 

~ ,1./ ,"\ ),."
'lTOtOVV'TOS. OV yap taOV ELS EI\EYXOV 'f'WV1) J.Lap~,. ~),., , ,.. '\\' " 
'TUpOS Kat 1) 'TOV 'f'Evyovros av'TOV, al\l\a Kara /J.EV 

" " " C' \ \ I \ Q.' ,e I
EKEtV1)S taWS av ns EVpE Et1] Kat I\OYOS, 'T1]V 0 OVK 
., , I 	 ,.. [' '] , "'4 \ '" av 'TtS at'Tta..aUL'TO. 24. 'TaV'Ta av'TU av'To/ 'TO 'TOtS 
f """ I t \ ~ ,~ '" , ,

EaV'TWV a'T0J.Luaw 0J.L0l\oYEtV aotKEtV 'TOVS ULna-
I ,~ I '" I ,.. • I (~e€P'Tas EOVV(J.'TO, Ot 'T'T}V J.LEV 1Tapovaav 'TJJ.LEpav OpL€tV 
, "" t "'" \ 13' , """ "J..' t/avroLS 'TJYOVV'TO 'TOV LOV, 1)rvOEt'TO' yap E'f' O'Tep 


D" 16'" \ I 0;- I " \ \ A.. ~ 8 ...,.... 'I

l~ 11. 'TaV'Ta, 'TO OE EJ.LEI\I\E 'f'aVEW at. 'TOV yap 0XI\OV 


I , f,,' I '0;- \ 'I "1: 

J.LOVOV OVX opav 'TJYOVP.EVOV 'T'T}V OELVrJV EKEW1]V Ee,,
~ • " "5'~' {' \ 0;-1 1 ~ OOOV 0 J.LEV (J.1TOK'TEVWV OVOEtS, OE(JJ.LOS oE Kat 01]

I I I ,~\ '1:1 \ ,.. 6 ' 
J.LEVClEts XP1JJ.La'TWV Kat OVoEV O."V mEpt raV'Ta, Kat 

1 T~I1 F. (P corrected): TOP Re. (other MSS.). 
2 ~aaaV{imv conj. Re., F. (V): ~aaal1l'f:LI1 Re. text (other 

1I18S.). 

3 1iftOO;.tf.VOt conj. Boissonade, F.: 1TUOOf,.tEJlOt I: ?T€t06p.£vot 
Re. (other 1.158.). 

4 [ , '] F V'" ~ B ~ ", ~aVTa .'.; om. : avra avrcp om. : TUV'Ta avra au'T£p 
om. Morel (Par. 3016): Taiha o' PI. 

5 6.'lTOKT€ll(;)JI F. (~K'TI.I1wv AILMo.BM): 6.1TOKTdl1U;i' Re. 
(CPVPar.). 6 Taihu F.: 'Ta&T1Jv Re. (MSS.). 
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be superhuman. From every side there rose prayers 
for the preservation of his daughter, since he so 
conducted himself to people in distress and had ex
pelled all harshness and severity from his mind. 
23. So they began the assize and we acted as assessors. 
Some were of the opinion that he behaved in a 
manner foreign to his nature in confining everyone 
to an admission about the origin of the crime by 
threatening to hold an examination of other persons 
who would give him this information, should they 
not agree. At the same time he nodded to many of 
the bystanders to attempt to get the man in the dock 
to make a confession. At this the prospective vic
tims became most annoyed since they thought it 
nobler to meet their fate with staunch denial than by 
convicting themselves out of their own mouths. 
Yet his action was not that of one who was preparing 
for the emperor throats to be cut, but rather, I feel, 
of one who made their preservation the more remark
able, for there is no comparison, as regards proof, 
between the voice of a witness and that of the defen
dant himself. Against the first some plea could 
perhaps be devised, but against this last no one 
could complain. 24. That was the real point of his 
insistence upon a confession of guilt out of the 
defendants' own mouths. They began to think that 
that day would be their last, for they were unaware 
of the purpose of this procedure. As it happened, 
its revelation was imminent. The populace thought 
that they were almost witnessing that dread outeome, 
but there was no one to p~y the executioner. 
Imprisonment and confiscation of property were the 
only penalties imposed-and there was nothing very 
severe in this, either-and the city retained its 
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a For Chrysostom's account of the activities of the com
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council it thought It had lost.a Both he and his 
colleague had the powers of life and death, but they 
resel'ved any death-sentence for the emperor's deci
sion and, confining their activity to the investigation, 
they awaited the emperor's instructions for the next 
step.II 25. Such then were the services they ren
dered to justice. They did not diminish the city by so 
many households, but with the same desire, the 
same commendations, they provided aid free from 
all rancour. They were surrounded by the crowd 
in front of the court-house which uttered cries of 
every kind and devised fresh pleas, besides their 
usual ones. The time taken up by these supplications 
was a long one. The sun was near its setting, but 
no one ordered silence, either with their staffs or 
with their bare hands. 

26. The business of the trial was succeeded by an
other, to do "'ith the riot. He was surrounded by 
many men and more women-women who almost 
mobbed him in their freedom to do so. He person
ally attended to their statements with kindliness, 
and made suggestions which he knew would be very 
effective. By receiving their pleas and joining his 
own with theirs he ensured that the emperor's will 
on the matter was paramount. 27. Then, again, he 
honoured his colleague who was travelling back,e for 
it had been decided that one should stay and the 
other should go, by referring their pleas to him, and 
so a judge joined the wrongdoers by pleading with a 

mission rj. lIom. 13 (P.G. xlix. 136-139). He saw 	 the 
councillors taken in chains through the market place. 

b Chrysostom,lIom. 17 (P.G. xlix. 174). 
t Caesarius' hurried return to Constantinople, cf. O'r. 

21. 	11 fT. 
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judge, in some matters in public, in others also in. 
private. 

28. Who has ever seen or heard of such a man? 
We should surely count his parents blessed more 
properly because of these actions than because of 
his office and command over so many persons. That 
is something that many people before have had, 
and others in future will have. But no one can testify 
to such tears in any military commander, nor yet 
has he beheld a commander everywhere and at all 
times borne with such pleasure in the hearts of the 
men he governs. For besides all else, in the interval 
between the court proceedings and the decree which 
gave us total release he performed a noble deed. 
29. In accordance with an earlier decision, it was 
decided that the council must be arrested, but the 
place where they were was very restricted and lacked 
a roof. Thus hardship immediately resulted from the 
cramped quarters, forcing them to trample upon 
each other and interfering with their sleep and their 
meals, and the rest. If none of their friends came to 
visit, that was discouraging, and if they did, the 
place became more uncomfortable because of it, 
while if it rained, there ,vas no protection. You 
could hear the remark passed that the conditions of 
their confinement would do their work before the 
emperor's pardon arrived, if ever it should. 30. 
From the person who had made the original deci
sion they had to obtain permission for the use of the 
city-haH, which was separated by a sing1e party wall, 
or else they would die. Here again, that we should 
dare make such a request was due solely to his gener
ous character, for it induced us, I feel, to take our 
courage in both hands and suggest measures whereby 

897 



LIBANIUS 


1 /Co." €lofj, OVK €'t{]fi(]8a~. 70fiT' Cobet, F.: /Cal 0 flOE~ ?TOll 

K€LI1€I1Bu! 1'OV'T' BM! Kai €Z olil aoiJ K{iaBaL TGiiT' Morel (Par. 
3016): /Cd ~O1] a + iacuna + 1'oiiT'V: KalliZa1] GOll Kdaw8a~ 
TOVT' Re. (other lIfSS.). 2 <€xovra) conj. Re., F. 

3 oiwv <OU> F. (V). 4 a~ conj. Re., F.: Of Re. text (1I1ss.). 
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ORATION XXII, 30-33 

some of the distress might be alleviated. He im
mediately went into conference and devised means 
for them to .get what they wanted, without himself 
uttering any word against his instructions. 31. So 
he stated that he stood by these same instructions, 
but that, if any alteration were made by his subordin
ates in charge, he would turn a blind eye, even if 
it were brought to his notice. This allowed them the 
use of the city-hall where there was a covered theatre, 
and four colonnades with a central courtyard which 
had been turned into a garden with vines, figs and 
other trees, and different kinds of green-stuff. It 
gave them relaxation to offset their discomfort, and 
in consequence they raised a laugh or a joke, offered 
a toast or sang a song, forgetting their plight. They 
enjoyed beds with plenty of room between them 
and fare such as they had had before their arrest, 
books of literature of various kinds and the literary 
discussions about them which are the product of 
first-class argumentation. 32. He, then, was the 
cause, the donor, the sponsor of the fact that the 
disaster did not become too disastrous, and that 
none should prevent the emperor's generosity by 
dying of sun-stroke or exposure, of grief or tears. 
He was responsible for their simultaneous an-est and 
freedom from arrest, and that, despite the serious
ness of the charges, they were treated like those 
charged of minor offences, and for an these dream
like happenings, for such it is proper to describe them. 
33. Without conducting a rigorous inquisition into 

I every detail, he proved in its entirety his good sense 

& i~ETa~wv conj. Re. (Animad1J.), F. (V): ft(mi~€LV Re. 

I 
J text (other 1\ISS.). 
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in the matter of the trial by his acts to ensure the sub
sequent reconciliation. For this, I shall continue to be
lieve, our advocates up by the Bosporus a are not so 
much responsible as he who gave room for their pleas. 

34. A further interlude worthy of narration 
involved a benefaction on an important matter, 
not bestowed on an ordinary counciUor, but on one 
who is connected with the city by birth, who had 
engaged in countless legal battles and had been 
father of many beautifully composed orations, band 
in his periods of office had shown himself better than 
a father to those whom he governed in his first, 
second and third terms of office. An informer 
launched an attack upon him-the usual method of 
attack for such gentry--and his silence was described 
as a poor defence. 35. But here Ellebichus, this 
hater of wrong, opposed himself to the informer, 
truth to falsehood, virtue to vice, goodness to ran
cour, and, as was but right, right won the day. And 
he congratulated the man he acquitted, the city and 
himself-him, upon his acquittal, the city, upon her 
retention of such a citizen who brought her fame, 
and himself, upon rescuing a good man from evil, 
as Athena had rescued Heracles from the Styx. c 

86. Well! so much for that boon. Now what was 
his attitude like on the arrival of the messages athat 
relieved the city? He behaved like anyone of us, 
for none felt more joy within him than he did. He 

the advocates of Antioch there cj. Or. 20. 37. Ubanius, 
natur8JlYi does not mention Flavianus.. 

b Of. Or. IS. 14 (lI'aT~p '1'WV A&yWV). 

C When Heracles went to bdng up Cerberus, Homer, 11. 


S. 362 if., Od. 11. 625 f. 
d 	 For the imperial letter of pardon cf. Or. 90. 7, 37 fT., 21. 21. 
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Y£I1.OJT!. 7(IJV 1TapUKE£/1-EVWV ap1Taaas, E1TEt jlE/\WTa 
1'"1 " I "<;: 	 " '0TOUT €1TOLfJaEVJ a'ITEoWK€. 39. 'Totav'T'Y)v E'lTOpW 'YJ 

1 a:rreAOerll conj. Re. (Animadv.), F.: J7rEABE'ill Re. text 
(:uss. ). 

2 €Ko.OTOVS F. (IV, correction in P): EduTOV Re. (other 
. ;\155.). 
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ORATION XXII, 36-39 


betook himself from his meal to read them just when, 
so I am told, he was stretching out his hand to the 
food before him. He prayed for the speedy passing 
of the night arid the speedy dawning of the day. 
Then he went to the same courthouse, but not with 
the same expression on his face-such was his gaiety 
now: he rejoiced at the preservation of the city 
just as much as if he had taken such a one by force 
of arms. 87. Our disgrace was erased by the decrees, 
and he stood where he had stood before, and was 
garlanded with praise by many more people than 
before, since they who had been plunged into the 
depths now emerged and hurried to look at the 
notice-boards. Here again tears flowed, not tears 
of lamentation, but of joy; the ending of troubles 
can cause a man to weep, and that happened on 
this occasion. The city was filled vdth revelry a j 

the inhabitants feasted themselves in the middle of 
the colonnaded streets, and tears ran down over 
their tankards, not from fear, but from relief from 
fear. The drinkers got joy of their drinking, the 
observers, of what they observed. 38. He too was 
one of their number, for after many exhortations by 
which he sought to correct the city he thought it 
right that he should be able to share in their jolli
fications. He passed among the diners: they did 
not rise to him, for he would not let them. With a 
few words to each of them, he made their cups the 
sweeter, and he bade his high office take second 
p1ace and comforted himself in keeping with the 
occasion. Why! he even filched a fish from one 
of the dishes by way of a joke, and having so raised 
a laugh, handed it back. 39, Such then was the tour 

a Of. Chrysostom, Hom. gl (P.G. xlix. :agO). 
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1 " \ "ll \ " ,7T'OpEWV Kat TOtOV'TWV /LETaoxwv E'IlUWV 1JpUJ'Ta 7T'av
" I ., '" \ I "t t \ ,..

TWV aptuTWV EKEWO YIlVKVTaTOV a~tOV aVTOV TWV 
,\ A , I ) I;.' I (\ I;.' \ \ "t 

7T'OMWV EtKOVWV E'7T'tOEtKVVS, as ota. 7T'aVTOS E~ €UTW 
'<:.' A f\' t t \ 1 \ I
tuELV TOU

A"

aUTEOS (IlKOVUas ws aVTas TOUS 1Tapwv
, \ '" ,/;, \ \ \" 

Tas Kat 7T'OMTWV Kat ~EVWV Kat TP'X' Kat 0/L/LaTt
\ ... \ '" 40 • 2 , "I;.'Kat 7T'apnq- Kat XPotq-. • Kav TaVTaLS WOL TtS 

" \ , A '\ ,\ \ '" "." IJ 
av TOV Tp07T'OV T1]S 7T'OIlEWS' aVT< yap WV EV €7T'avOV 

nvv 7T'oAAwv TWV 7T'pOT€POV €XEtV EV JKaUTTJ </>vAfi 
\ I II \ "I;.' 'Q '\ , I" , \ IKat TaVTatS TOV avopa E!-,OVIlOVTO, 07T'WS EV /LEV j' 49. 

R ii. 26 TaL)' 7T'apovutaLS alhov TE a7T'oAaVot€v Kat I TOU O€V- ' 
I ., 1;.'\ \ I \' 

TEpOV, a7T'OVTOS OE fl-1J TOtOVTOV 7T'aVTOS U'T'EPOLVTO. 
fH '" \ " J} I e \l' ,41. fl-EtS fl-EV ovv aVTOV EXEtV TE EVXO/LE a Kat 

UVVELVat Kat (naMymOat, KaAWV o~ Jgat4>V1JS dJs 
• \ t Q . \ \ " t ~ '''''' ,.. " \€aVTOV 0 !-'aUtIlEV)' ov 1J/LLV €OEOWKH, Tl{J Ttfl-av fl-EV 

\ ,'" \ \ ,,.. \.... I 'IJ '\
TOV avopa Kat auv aVTc.p 1TEpL TWV fl-EYLUTWV EvEIlE£V 

,.. VA ('" \ " , , <:-\,
UKO'lTfLV EV-rpaVEV 1J/LLV T1]V 7T'OIlLV, EpWfl-€VOV OE a1TO

,.. " ,,, f , J;\(J , I I 
UTEpWV 1JVLa, 7T'ap OV 01. fl-EV fIll OV LuxvpOTaTa 

,,/,. , \61;.'1 f ",. '" t ,
U-rtaL 1TOt1JUOVTES TO. otKaLa, Ol. oE apKELV 1JYOVfl-EVOL
\ \ "e '" A \ \" " \ \ , t ...TO TOV av PW1TOV l.OEW, 7T'OI\1l0LS OE Kat OVX 0pWU£V 
., \ t·/ Q \ e ,.. f. no'" '" ....a7T'EXP7J TO 01TOTE !-'OVIl1J HEV €LVat t:1l ova-tV WELV. 

,,,, It,... Q \ \ \" \ ,
4~. a1TOoOTW TOWVV 1J/Ll,V 0 !-'aUtll€uS' TOV ota 1T01l

Awv eVEpyl.T1]V, TOV rijs atho17 YVWfl-1JS /LLfl-1Jn]V, 
t fJ '''''' 6" '" 8 A (/ ,\ t I

TOV WU1TEp EKEWOS TOtS €Ot)', OVTWS aVTOJl €1TO

" \,.. I;.' \ I '.1, I"''' R ii. 97 /Levov E'KEtVc.p, TOV T1]S 7T'aWOS 7T'atoaS O'fOfl-EVOV 

iOLKoTas aVTq, rijs 'ApTlfl-tDOS fJ rijUOE /LlT€O'Tt T~S 

1 ai>ro.S' Re,; F, (CBV): am-aS' Morel (other MSS.). 


2 Kav F.: KW Re. (11188.). 

:I Tawa,s F.: TaUT1}at :uss., Re. (conj. Ja'IfTijs). Read Taw!J? 


, €fiOvAovro F. (P corrected): ~~ovAero Re. (?Iss.). 
 I
5 'Ta conj. Re., F. (BM): om. Re. text (other MSS.). 

6 ~Kf:tvos F. (V): ~Kf:rJlOJl Re. (other )19S.). 
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ORATION XXII, 39-42 

he made, and such the revelry in which he shared. 
Then he went and dined, and that was the most 
enjoyable dinner he ever had had. He proved 
himself worthy of the many statues, which can be seen 
throughout the whole city, attracting to themselves 
the gaze of passers-by, citizen and stranger alike, 
by their hair, their eyes, their cheeks and colouring. 
40. In them, too, you may see the citis reactions. 
In return for the many past benefits received, they 
wanted to keep the man in each ward of the city a 

~ . by these means also, so that when he is present they 
may enjoy the company both of him and of his 
duplicate, and in his absence that they may not be 
entirely deprived of such a personage. 

41. So we pray to retain his person, his company 
and his conversation, but the emperor has suddenly 
summoned to his presence the man he had bestowed 
on us. By honouring him and wishing to confer 
with him upon high matters of state, he has pleased 
our city, but he has distressed us by depriving us of 
the object of our affections. Some of us have visited 
him to strengthen their legal claims, some have 
thought it enough simply to see him, many too, who 
have not seen him, find it sufficient to be able to go 
and do so wheneve~ they like. 42. Then let the em
peror restore to us our constant benefactor, b who 
imitates his imperial resolve, and follows him as he 
himself follows the gods. Let him be restored to 
us to see his daughter's children like himself, by 

a Cf. Or. 11.231, 19. 6g, 24. 26 (Vol. I, p. 509 n.). 
~ This peroration indicates a date of composition in

I A.D. 888 or later, since Ellebichus' recall (which occurred 
in that year) is not in the immediate past. His daughter 
was evidently married and settled in Antioch. 

I 
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a Artemis, associated with Eileithyia of childbirth, cf. 
Or. 5. 97. She is associated with Antioch by a festival in 



ORATION XXII, 42 


the more eager presence and help in childbirth of 
Artemis,G who shares in the life of this city, when 
she remembers the kind of man Ellebichus proved 
himself to be in such a crisis in defence of her own 
possession. 
Meroe, a suburb of the city, held in the month Artemisios 
(May), ibid. 4~ if. . 
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ON THE CITY COUNCILS 


. ORATION 48 


TO THE CITY COUNCIL 


ORATION 49 


TO THE EMPEROR, 

FOR THE CITY COUNCILS 






INTRODUCTION 

IN these orations, Libanius again speaks in support 
of his city council, but in very different tones from 
those used hitherto. In almost an of his earlier 
orations, whether of the reign ofTheodosius or before, 
his councillors had been presented as innocent victims 
of pressures from ,vithout. Now, however, in a 
significant shift of attitude he defends the council 
as an institution while bitterly criticizing its mem
bers who, far from being innocent victims, are them
selves responsible for the drastic and, as he clearly 
implies, sudden deterioration in the status and 
membership of the order. The arguments previ
ously deployed in their interest, as in Oration 2, 
are here used against them, indicative of the sharp 
change which had occurred in the relationship be
tween the council and its sophist. 

Libanius had a generation previously painted a 
glowing picture of the urban society of Antioch, and 
had then given a brief account of the composition 
of the city counci1.a It appears as an harmonious 
body administering the affairs of an harmonious 
civic society, and comprises three sections, each 
directed by " generals" appointed by the order as 

a Or. 11. 144: Tpla ya.p (~ povA~) a~T~v OtE'Aouaa T£'\7] T~V f.L~V 
~YEf.LOvta.V J(aO'lJ(aO'Tov TOLs o.plO'Tots dvaT~OEtJ(E, T6 AOt~v 8~ £mmJ.tA' I t\ .... , A

07pa:iifYOtS t;7TUll'ap.€VOI.S V1T€P TOt} iJ-€POVS 7TOV£!V,; 
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a whole, the rank and file dutifully following such 
a lead. To judge from this eulogy, this type of 
organization is something new and unusual for an 
eastern city, and it bears obvious resemblances to 
that of the new Senate in Constantinople, a body 
composed of three or four classes, each of which has 
duties defined according to the wealth of its mem
bers.a Hence, when Julian in A.D. 862 directed two 
hundred new members into the council of Antioch 
it is tempting to assume that he proposed to add a 
fourth panel to the nominal roll of six hundred who 
constituted the three existing panels. b It is known 
that about the same time a fourth panel was certain~1J 
being enrolled in the council at Tarsus. c However, 
Julian's campaign was a failure from the very start 
and by A.D. 881, the date of Or. 2, so far from any 
fourth panel surviving, the humbler members in the 
existing panels were under the severest pressure, 
and by the time of these two orations their condition 
had deteriorated further. Moreover, the TrpGnOL in 
the council are now asserted to be the ruination of 
the OEVTfiPOt and the TplTOt (Or. 48. 40)-a role which 
had previously been reserved for officials and honorati. 

These 1TpGnOt among the decurions are to be 
identified with the principales of the Codes, where 
their emergence to a position of privilege and au
thority over their fellows is clearly observable in 
this period. An unofficial convention, long established 

a EfJ. 252. 5 (A.D. 359). three classes: E'fJ. 1277. 3-4 
(A.D. 364), four cfasses. " • 

b Julian, MisQP. 367 c. He also allocates 3000 Kf..1Jpol for 
these, ibid. 870 d. 

o Ep. 1393. [): Ta.WIl Bta.'A€you Tots T6V TETIlPTOV XOp6V 00 
KIlf..WS auvn(J€tat. 

'~" 

412 



ORATIONS XLVIII, XLIX 


in social practice, is now transformed into an officially 
recognized and organized part of the system of 
administration, since the central government, de
ferring both to its own needs and to the pressures and 
aspirations of this select group in municipal society, 
creates a new kind of caste system by the grant of' 
special duties, privileges and status. Whereas, in 
Libanius' boyhood, he can speak of the curia as a 
unity, in his later years, both to him and to the 
legislators, a great gap exists between the princi
pales and the curiales.a Admittedly, the central 
government had, in the first half of the century, at
tempted to check such separatist tendencies. Under 
Constantine the p1'incipales were barred from the 
allocation of certain duties, a task to which they 
evidently aspired, and even in the last years of 
Constantius an attempt is made to counter the 
growing practice of differentiating between different 
sections of the order by banning the imposition of 
physical punishment upon c1triales in general. b 

By contrast, by A.D. 373 at the latest, the princi
pales are found controlling aU allocations of du
ties c; and an edict of A.D. 371 specifically gives them 

G Compare C. TIt. 12. 1. 39 (A.D. 849), Ii primarii et cu
riales " with 1~. 1. 85 (A.D. 881), " principalt'R vel dccHri
one')." 

b Ibid. 11. 16. 4 (A.D. 328): "(,xtraordinariorum mune
rum distributio non est principalibus committenda "; ibid. 
12. 1. 47 (A.D. 359; c/. 19. 1. 3D above): "Oppidaneis ordi
nibus consulentes dudum il1ssimus ab iniuriis corporalibus 
tntam esse ordinis dignita!:em." 

C C. Til.. S. 15. 5: "officiales atque municipes qui exac
tiones quascumqlle susceperint, eos etiam quibus vel dis
cussionis indago vel negotium censuale mandatur, insuper 
principaies, a quibus distributionum omnium forma procedit, 
curatores etiam lex ista contineat." 
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immunity from corporal punishment, and dangles 
before them the prospect of an honorary comitiva.a 

By these means under Valens the principales had 
been elevated far above the rank and file of their 
fellows, and though the accession of Theodosius sees 
some reversion to the notion of equality of treatment 
for all decurions, especially with regard to immunity 
from punishment by the cat-o'-nine-tails, inside a 
dozen years this privilege is once more reserved 
solely for these municipal magnates,b who very soon 
are acknowledged by the central administration 
as being on a par with the imperially appointed 
curaior or defensor. () The gap so quickly established 
between decurion and principalis can best be judged 
by consideration of the monetary fines imposed on 
the Donatists in Africa in A.D. 412 d-for a senator, 
30 pounds of gold, for a clarissimus or a principalis, 
20 pounds, for a decurion or a negotiator or a plebeius, 
5 pounds. Sectional aspirations and social practice 
here moved in parallel with administrative conve
nience and, as so often, were finally embodied in 
legal form. 

The principales had thus assumed the position of 
an executive committee responsible for the alloca
tion to the members of the municipal (lrder of duties 
required for the maintenance of local society, in the 
interest both of the imperial administration and of 
the community as a whole. By definition they had 
themselves completed the full progression of the 

a. 12. 1. 75: "liberumque sit corpus eorum ab his iniuriis, 
quas honoratos non de.cet sustinere. honorem etiam eis ex
comitibus addi censemus . . ." 

b 12. 1. 80 of A.D. 380; ibid. 85 of A.D. 381; ib'id. 126 of 
A.D. 392. c 8.5.59 of A.D. 400. d 16.5.52, 
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liturgies, but the official recognition of their status 
quickly engendered an attitude more than ever 
before elitist and exclusive. Their rapacity and 
arrogance were notorious,a the improper use of the 
powers of recommending nomination to or exemp
tion from the municipal order was obnoxious,band 
their allocation of the liturgies among its existing 
members secured for themselves the description of 
potentes, with all the perquisites implied thereby, 
and was used to depress the status of the lesser 
decurions still further. C Particularly vulnerable 
was the decurion of the lower grade who was allo
cated any duty of tax collection at this time of fin
ancial stress, since he was made personally respon
sible for making good any deficiency out of his own 
property, usually after a flogging by the governor's 
agents. 

In consequence there occurred allegedly enforced 
sales of curial land, as in Or. 47; and it follows from 
the present orations that the principales, who made 
the allocation, were themselves prominent purcha
sers of such property from the victims. Certainly 
the recent legislation which had placed some limi

c e.g. Salvian~ de Gub. Dei, 5. 4 (Migne, P.L. liii. 98): 
" quot curiales, tot tyranni." Of. Jo. Chrys. Hom. in Matt. 
61. 8 (Migne, P.G. lviii. 591-59fJ). Theodoret, H.R. 14 
(Migne, P.G. lxxxii. 1413), who tells of Letoius. 

Ii e.g. Julian. Misop. 369 c fr.; C. Th. 12. 1. 140; 148 
(A.D. 895). . 

c O. Th. 12. 1. 173 (A.D. 410); cf. Lib. Or. 8fJ. 8: eydJ Se 
• • 'K' \ A , "t? \'8 \' t\ \ I'TO p'EV '1'OV tp,Wva lI€t'1'OVPY'f)U<tt ?'TOM(lKt5' Ko.. EI"0VII'f) TJV K<t. Eli5a~ 

p''f)V, Katpdv 6~ dVap,'V€LV <pp''f)V 3€~v. 0&'05' Ot ~v 4vapdiJv<tL -r1}V 
t:l \. , '8 \ '" • A , J:•I"0VII'f)V K<tL YWEU at '1''f)V ?'TpO'TEP<tV EKew1]V. EKELVO p,ev yap 'IV 
A€t'TovpyE:'iv. 'TO Se VVV a?'TOA£tJAEvaL. oVr£tJ Kal<.WS 1'0 ?'Tp6:yp,a lXEL 
llio..s 1'1:' 013" &'\{yatS alTlrus i(il~ '1tf; 7"WV AEUTOplvwv l'OVS lGXvpo~ 
'Tlpovs ?'TOp8e'i.V 'Tn 'TWV 6.u8€V1tU'T'pwv. Ep. 1496. 

415 



LIBANIUS 


tation upon the decUl'ion's right to sell his land is 
indicative of the scale upon which this was now 
taking place under duress, and the experience of 
the next generation was to make clear that the law 
was aimed particularly at such acquisitions by the 
principales.a It must, however, be admitted that, 
although almost every method of curial evasion as 
listed in the Codes may receive confirmation in the 
writings of Libanius, the orator's viewpoint is far 
from impartial. The Codes make it clear that the 
desire of the depressed decurions to get out of the 
council was no less than that of the principales to get 
them out, and that they were only too often willing 
victims. The methods of escape comprise both 
social ascent and descent: immunity from curial 
obligation is sought not only by obtaining the status 
of senator, official, government agent, advocate or 
sophist, but also that of cleric, monk, client to one of 
the potentes, or mere run-away, and a successful 
escape required a deliberate act of choice on the part 
of the alleged victim, and no less deliberate persis
tence in this course of action. 

The extent of the decline may be gauged by the 
numbers cited by Libanius. The distinction is pre
sented with all the exaggeration of formal rhetoric
from six hundred to sixty (Or. 48. 4; if 2. 33), from 
twelve hundred to twelve (Or. 49. 8)-a fact which 
renders the final figure suspect in each case'!) How
ever, there is no doubt of the suddenness and the 
seriousness of the decline which had made the curial 

a C. Th. l,g. 3. 1; 9 (A.D. 386; 423). 
b Petit (p. S,gS) suggests that the councillors numbered 

60, including 12 principales. This is highly unlikelYt 0/. 
Liebeschuetz, p. 181. 
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organization of the Antiockicus completely out of 
date. What remains in doubt is the distinction 
between the original numbers cited, which must be 
regarded as a. matter of fact. The solution appears 
in Or. 4.,8. 8, where Libanius asserts that in time past 
the council actually consisted of six hundred coun
cillors who performed their services from their 
property and were full members, and that a supple
mentary group of six hundred performed as ordered 
tasks with their persons. These clearly had never 
been, however aspiring, full members of the counci1/~ 
and they had apparently vanished completely well 
before the 880s. Presumably they had not survived 
the reign of Constantine, and for the first time, there 
was no obvious source of recruitment to the curia 
from below. 

With regard to the composition' of these orations, 
it has been taken as self-evident by commentators 
other than Sievers and Liebeschuetz that they con
stitute an example of Libanius' practice of compos
ing "doublets." Seeck, Foerster, Pack and Petit 
place both speeches after the death of the prefect 
Cynegius and the appointment of his successor 
Tatianus in the summer of A.D. 388, as indicated 
in Or. 49. 1 and 31. Liebeschuetz dates this ora
tion more precisely to A.D. 891,b but places Or. 48 
in the year 884/5, following Sievers' identification 
of the person mentioned in Or. 48. ~7 as Cynegius, 
and so placing the date of composition as earlier than 
his journey as prefect through the East. Textual 
difficulty in the passage (if. note ad loc.) and the 

II Of. Jones, Greek Oity, p. 180, for municipal services 
performed by persons below the status of decunon. 

~ Of. Liebeschuetz, Antiooh, Appendix II, pp. 270 ff. 
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Icomplications of chronology render such an inter Ipretation hazardous. I 
MANUSCRIPTS AND EDITIONS 1 

The manuscript density for these two orations is I 
low, consisting of twelve for Oration 48 and seven for I 
Oration 49, with no representative of the tradition 1 

which is normally provided by V. For the constitution 1 
of the text the major manuscripts for Oration 48 are .:f 

I 
! 

CAPIBM, with Mo. (employed by Reiske) as the j 
best representative of a nucleus attached to the same 

1
branch as C (viz. Laur. LVII 27, Patmius 471, Vat. .1 

1gr. 939, Mutinensis LXXXI). U appears as a twin 1 
1of BM. The earliest of these is A (of the tenth cen 1

tury) antedating all the rest by three centuries. For 1 

Oration 49, the relevant manuscripts are CAPIBM, 
with the addition of U. Of the excerptors, Macarius 
draws upon Oration 48, Planudes upon Oration 49. 

I 
1Both orations first appeared in full in the Venice 

edition of 1754 by Bongiovanni; editions by Reiske 
and Foerster have followed. Oration 48, however, 
was known a century earlier, even though it remained 1 

l 
unpublished, since Valesius cites § 36 in his notes Ion Ammianus (28. 2), to illustrate the fate of Mara
thocupreni. 1 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

These orations are important in the general studies 
of the history of the councils, e.g. in A. H. M. Jones, 
The Greek City, and Later Roman Empire, and in 
Declareuil, Quelques Problemes d'histoire et des 
institutions municipales etc. (1911). Detailed studies 
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of their contents appear in Pack (op. cit. pp. 30 if., 
121 if.), Petit, Libanius et la vie municipale (passim), 
Liebeschuetz, Antioch (Oxford, 1972), passim, but 
especially pp. 270 ff. 
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IIPO~ THN BOYAHN 

R ii. 5~6 1. "Oaols p,~v 7TPOS oaovs €XP7J(]ap,7Jv {J7TEP vp,wv F iii.. 
7Tapd. 7TaVTa 'TOV x.povov, (jj fiOVA~, AoYOtS 013 'lTpOS 428 .. 

\ t \ "a \ "''' '" I'TOVS' 1.1170 'TOtS t'aalI\EV(]tV €xov'Tas 'Tas apxas p,OVOV 
1 \ \ ' , '\ '1""\ .. I '\ N "0'aJ\I\a Ka~ 1TpOS av'TWV EKfl.VWV 'TOV apw'TOV1 01.1 
f.-. )" H\ '\ ) 0 I ,~\ r! ) At"" 
vp,as OUT al\l\wv o,v pW7TWV OVoE Eva o,yVOEtv '1Jyov~ 

, \ '';.-1 '" 'I' ,
JLat. Kat yo,p E/, ovvaJLtv €XOV'Tas nvas OtS €'lTap-

Y , '\ 1 '" I " '''' IP7J(]ta'::;0JL1Jv EI\V'lTOVV, ofl.VO'T€POV op,ws EOOK€t p,Ot 
... 0" \' I (\ '" t ,'TOV 'ITa €/,V 'T£ KaKOJl €t1l'0V'Ta a 7TpOO7JK€V 7J p,E'Ta 

~ "" .l. 1\ , \ ~, f" • \ ~ A'T7JS' (]£W7i7JS U(]'f'aMta' E7TE/, 0 VJL'V V7TEP VJLWV . 

av'TWV OtaAExO~va~ KalpasI I OVOE: 'TO'O'TO 'lTap~ow F 429:: 
.... )' t: 'Y' , \' t:.... l' ~ 'TWV a'T07TWV € vat VOJLL,::;WV E'TEpOVS JLo' af)tOVV €V 

7T0t€'iV ~J.LtV 7'i]v fiOVA~V, av'T~V 8E: p,~ 7TElOEtV nov 

av~s 7TpOvo7Je~vat.
'E\ 'r \ '1' • ... " 0' ~. \ f2. I\m';,w JL€V ouv vp,as EOEa at JLOt XUl\€7TOVS, 

) ,\ A.. '" 'r <J IH Kat 'TO avp,'f€POV Exovaav KOJLt,::;WV '1JKW yVWfI-'YlV. 

7T€~VKo.m yap avOpW7TOt TWV OUV JL'P-if;EO£V W~E-
\' " \ R\'R 1 _""I\tP.WV 1TpOKptVfl.V 'To,S p,E'To, t'l\at'1]S xapt'Tas. W\I\
" \ I ,v) ') ,\ A !II ...... \R ii. 527 OV'T€ 7TpOS o,l\I\OVS eyw 'TOtOVTOS OV'T€ VVV 1I'pOS 

'* - '" ~ \. I \ t\ I '1"10 I' 
vJLas) wS' 'TOU JLEv p,taOVp,EvoV Kai, OtKas tf1EAov'ToS 
) R" , " "'5' '" ~\ - 1 \l\at'HV EK€WO av 1]v, 'TOV OE np,wv TE'TVX1]KO'TOS Kat 

a Or. 47. ~. 52. 1 begin with similar sentiments. 
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ORATION 48 

TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

1. I BELIEVE, gentlemen, that neither you nor any 
other person can be unaware of the numerous pleas 
that throughout my career I have directed on your 
behalf to so many people, not simply to the holders 
of office under the emperors but also to this, our most 
excellent of emperors. And if, by the frank expres
sion of my opinions, I ever distressed persons of 
influence, it still seemed to me that the safety of 
silence was more odious than the troubles in store 
for me for saying what was right.a However, circum
stances now require me to address you on your own 
account, and here too I will not be negligent, for I 
consider it quite absurd to require others to act on 
behalf of our city council and yet not to induce it to 
have some regard for itself. 

2: Now, I expect you to be annoyed with me, even 
though I come as the bearer of good counsel. People 
naturally prefer compliments, though detrimental, to 
good advice accompanied by reproof.b But I have 
never behaved so towards others, nor win I now do 
so towards you: such conduct would be that of a 
curmudgeon and of a rancorous disposition, while 

b Cited by Macarius, with title 'TOV 1Tp6~ 'T~V Jv 'AvTLox,,{q, 
pov>'~v. 
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LIBANIUS 

~ I " , Q' '~I ... \~ ...
OLl<aLWS av afJ-Otl"'as a1TOOOVTOS 'TOU'TO, kat vOt€V 

\ t' 1\ <' '" II 0 \ " fJ-€V Ot T7)V 1TO/HV 'fJfJ-W EXOVTES EOL 'T7)S 'TE 1TapaL
I '" 0 \ 0" ,IVEa€WS OV1JOW nva YEVEa at l<aL Tr€La 7)vat 'TOUS 

" ...,' I I -LJ IaKouovras TWV Wl\tywP'fJfJ-EVWV TrOt7)aauvaL 1TPO
,~, T \ I I , Q \ \ 

VOLav. €L a OUV kaL fJ-aTatOV fJ-ot 'T'fJV aufJ-l"'oV/\'1]V 

a1ToodgfTE, k€pSOS €fJ-oty€ ikaV6V 'T6 aufJ-f3Efiov"EV
I 

I<EVaL. 

3, "'Bv, O'T' ~V ~fJ-~v ~ ~ov"~ TrO""~ TLS, uvSp€S 

c(; I .'l: \" I "T"
€s,aI<OaWL Ou'TOL fJ-EV EI\EL'TOUpyovv TOLS OVo-LV, ETE

~, ,... \ " , I A'
pOL DE TOo-OVTOL TO KEI\€V0J1.-EVOV E1TOLOVV TOLS o-W

fLaOL. TofiTo TO I<MOV fL€XPL rijs 'TOU OEWOS fiaOL,I ~ r,..., i"\ 1\ ,......~, ~ ,
I\fl,as OWOV V1T'fJPXE T'lJ 1TOI\€£, fLE'Ta 'TaVTa DE OVKEn 

1ToAAwv TroAAalx60EV dMOpwv 'Tii fiov"ii "vJ1.-7)va- F 430, 
I fI f/ '" I .....\ I

fJ-EVWV. WaTE EKaaTOV E'TOS aEt n 'TOV TrI\'fJpwfLa'Tos 
,). I ~ I \ \ , ~ c"

a'faLpoufJ-EVOV OL7)PXE'TO. Kat Ta TOV'TWV"v opav 
tl ,.., I \' '0E'TEpOVS yEwpyoVV'Tas TO TE KaTal\E£1T0J1.-EVOV ao E

I , , ~ '0 ,..", 0 ...
VEa'TEpOV EytYVETO otXO EV, 'T<fI fJ-7J'T apt fJ-<fI TOO

A <I I l' \ "'" \ " 
OVTOV Oo-OV71'Ep TrpOT€POV ELvaL KaL T<p 'To.s OVO-Las 

, .. ' ''\ " 4 " '\ ,aU'TOLS ELS El\anOV LEvaL. • KaL n J1.-€ XP7J 'To. 71'ap 

ilfJ-wv EV TOtS OLkaO-'T'fJptoLS ElP'fJJ1.-'va 71'OMak£S 0.0
\ <;: t' \\" \ , ,.. f

TOV otE~ tEVaL ; TrOI\l\WV yap O'Top.-a'TWV OUTOS 0 

a Of, Or. 35. 2 (also addressed to members of the city 
council),' 

b The reduction from 600 to 60 is resumed from Or.~. 33, 
where the rhetorical pattern is emphasized by the addition 
of {)VO~ p.~v oml Et na.p· Mots. The reduction from 1200 
to 12 appears in Or. 49. 8--this num~rical discrepancy 
leading Sievers to his conclusion that Or. 48 and 49 were .'.'.". 
of different dates. Petit (pp. 54 ff.) identified the original I 
600 as the decurions proper, performing 1IW/fi,er(i, patrimO'nii, .1 
the additional 600 as curiales performing rnunera personalia, · 
noting that the distinction between decurion and curialis .. 
~~~.h~~a o"''''o'''''s U·"" ('Y '7'1, u" fu,.ther con'clurlerl (nn ~QCJ. Jr) i 
...J.v\YJ..lI.....s.va.pp"'a....... V ...... n·..... .1. .... # ....... ""\.t't"""""'-'U'. 
 :1" 

that the total membership of the curia in A.D. 388 was 60, ' 
~~2being principal.., This ignores the rhetaric.l pattern':: 

1I 
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ORATION XLVIII, 2-4 


mine is that of one who enjoys respect and makes a 
proper return for it. And may the gods who keep 
our city a grant that there be some profit from my 
advice and that my hearers be induced to redress 
their neglectfulness. At all events, even if you prove 
my counsel to be in vain, it will be profit enough 
for me to have offered it. 

S. Once, when our council was a large one, it con
sisted of 600 members. These served it with their 
property, but as many again performed their or
dained tasks with their persons. 1I This laudable situ
ation for our city lasted intact until the reign of 
a certain emperor, C but thereafter it was no longer 
so, for many destructive forces of various origins ad
versely affected the council. Thus every year part 
of its personnel WIlS progressively removed, and one 
could see other people farming their estates, while 
the remainder became weaker for two reasons, first 
that its numbers were declining from the previous 
level, secondly that their property was decreasing. 
4. What need is there now for me to relate the argu
mentsyouhaveoften put forward in the courts? a This 
lament has been thought suitable for many a man to 
of the decline in all three speeches. Liebeschueb (pp. 220 f.~ 
following Jones, G.O. p. 180 n.) seeS the second now defunct 
group of 600 as liable to plebeian rather than curial liturgies. 
Their duties had by the late 4th century been allocated to 
the collegia or corpora-the tradesmen's guilds. 

C Petit (pp. 54 :tf.) identified this emperor with Diocletian, 
but this cautious periphrasis is more often applied to Con
stantine. who is certainly alluded to in Or. 49. 2, where these 
destructive forces are more precisely described. 

. 	 II i.e. before the provincial governor. Or. 54. 74. The 
councillor's job in combating curial evasion is to report any 
instance to the governor, who only then sets in motion the 
means to counter it. 
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LIBANIUS 


~ 't.' \ \ ,I,. ) "l' 18PT}VOS T}l,LWTat. TO.) fl'€V OUV avfl-'f0pa) OV KaKWS 
I!;; I 1 I!;; 1 \ \" "" 

TETpay<pOT}KaTE, 71'Ept DE TrJV TOUTWVt TWV KaKWV , 'e " 	 8'"Q 1;'... 1E7Tavop watV OUK aKpL{-'€t a7TOVOTJ TE KaL 7TpO Vfl-Lf! 

R ii. 5~8 KEXpT}fl-lvovs vfl-fis I EvplaKw. fl-ETa yap o~ 1'6 
I" " 8 ' \' \ 'I' ft.' .,H71'ELV' OLX0fl-E a, a7TOI\Wl\a f.LEV, T}fl-EV E~aKOaLOt T}, 
1 A'I;'I " s>' ,,,,I tt.'A

'liT} LHa yE, OLS ToaOVTOL, VVV 0 OVOE Eb T}KOVTa, 
1 \\ QI 8' ( I I"

f.LtKpas 	 aVMa{-'as 71'poa EVTOS EVOS TtVOS 7iEpL TOV 

O€tV Yf.vla8aL '1'tVdS rfjs fiovMjs 7Tapa '1'fis aPxfis 
'/\8 ' '" '" / 'I \ A t A I\ 	 \a7TT}1\ E'1'E KaL oEoWKaTE 7TOMOLS 7TEpL Vfl-WV l\€y€tV 
" 	 ('J.." \,1,. \ , "A 8fLKOTWS ws a,/,oaLOVVTat Kat 'faaL fl-EV oELa at 7Tpoa

rf ~ \ , 1"'\ " "'" I8 ' T}KT}S, 07TWS OE f.LT} '1'OVTO EaTaL 71'OLovaL f.LEVELV TE 
• '" 1 Q \ I \ '"' , '" "". '8 It ,UVTatS {-'OVI\0fl-EVOL "T}V TWV OOVpf.LWV V7TO EatV, LV 

dT} Ka, 	aOLKoiJaL avYYVWfl-T} , Ka, Cif.La OEO£O'1'ES fl-~ 
\ \ 'Q ,.. \ I '" , "" 

KOLVWVOVS I\a{-'WUL '1'WV 1\T}fl-f.LaTWV T} Kat TtVES UVTWV 
" ,I,. I 1,/ J '" LKaVWTEpOL ,/,aVEVTES fl-HI"W Ka'1'aKT'f}UWVTaL ouva-

I 5' \ '" '" " 	 \IaTE/,av. • EyW OE TOVTOV f-I,EV ou 7rPOO"Lf:fl-aL TO'll 
\ I ),.." \ 1'1!;; " , \, ,. 8 
11.0yov, EKELVO DE owa, OTt EL Ka£ fl-'1J KUKLa, PC!- v

If.Lia yE vw8pas €7rOtEt TaS fioT}8das. 7rOAAa.KLS, F 43l; 
,,, \ I ') I \ I ~\ 

EpELTE, 7rEpt TOVTWV €LpT}Kaf-l,EV, TOll 7rEtUOfl-EVOV DE 
,,, ,I t' ,...... , I 

OVK ELX0fl-EV. OV yap, ws EXPT}V, 7TEpt TOWVTOV 
I;' '\ 8' ,I;' \ f/ ,.., , " \ 
O£Ebl\EX E 7TpaYfl-aTOS OVOE a7TaVTt 1'0/ TOVq.> OVOE( , < "")2 • I ,,, \ JI , J.. \ 'I;' \ ,
a7Taav TTJ pWfl-TJ OVOE apaVTES T't}1I 'fWV1]V OVOE EtS 

, I , " , J.. I I;' I , "', f S' I 
yovv 7TEO'Ol'TES ovoE a,t'EVTES DaKpva ovo OtS '1Jf-I,EL
,', 8 '" \ I ",' 't. 8 '\ \ , \ • I'faa E DYJI1.WUaVTES OTt OVK aVEl,Ea E, aAAa TOS E'TE

.'" \ ,,(; ~ \ \ \ ; \ '\ I
PWV ODOVS' T}~ ETE. OUt 71'011.1\0. 71'E7TO£1JKEVat 7TOMaKLS 

r \' J " (\, 1;'1 \ I ,
al1.aTas TOVTOVS aKOV0fl-EV, O£ €7TEW1J I1.EyOVTES OVK 

'I' '8 K I '" I€LXOV 7TH Etll WVUTaVTLOV, 7Tp1JVELS KaTa7TEUOVTES 
"\ 4 1'" 	 It,\" 	 I;' ,.. 1R iL 529 EKl\aov KaL af-ta TWV TE 71'OOWV ELI\KOVTO Kat 

1 aJ,.ots Re., F.: aUro'is Bongiovanni (l\!SS.). 


2 <TV> Re., F.: om. Bong. (~.fss.). 

3 ots R.e" F,! w:; Bong. (11158.). 

4 [OVK Elxoll mdOEwJEKAaoll conj. Sintenis, F.: O~K Etxov 'TI"d


O£L]) E/I/CfLII MSS.: WS Elxo]), brEXELpouv, and all O~K ftXOIl'Tl"dOELV, 
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utter. Well, though you have made no bad recital 
of your woes, for the correction of these troubles I 
find that you have employed no great eagerness or 
zeal. For after exclaiming, " We're ruined! We're 
done for! We used to be 600,-twice that number, 
in fact. Now we're not even 60," someone or other 
adds a few words about the need for the governor 
to appoint some councillors, off you go, and you 
allow many people to say of you, with good reason, 
" They are just going through the motions! They 
say they need more members, but their actions are 
designed to prevent it. They want the excuse for 
their complaints to continue, so that they can be 
forgiven even when in the wrong. They are afraid, 
too, of having some people to share their perquisites, 
or even of some more suitable than themselves 
emerging to gain greater influence." 5. I do not 
agree with this argument, but this much I do know, 
that slackness, if not malice, has rendered efforts of 
assistance vain. You win tell me, " We have often 
spoken about it, but we found no one who would 
believe us." No, because you did not speak as you 
should have done on such an issue: you did not 
do so with full intensity and vehemence: yon neither 
raised your voices nor cast yourselves at their knees, 
neither did you shed tears nor, in your replies, 
make it clear that you would not put np with it but 
would rather proceed on the paths taken by others. 
This, we are told, was the line of conduct that the 
I..!al~"'';#)nt':l ho...,o 1n.O...M.:"',J.,r,....1!_ ...wh,...- J.h .......................... 1..3 _ ..... ..L -'""'~ 

V "'C4<tJ.t.QJ..1.::;t .lJ.'-'L'-' YV.i.i.':).lOVC;U ill. .. l1C;1~ ulL'CY t;UUiU l1UIJ pv.t: 

suade Constantins by argument, they fell flat on 
their faces and set up cries of lamentation, and at 
:;;;a;;;~1t'€X€lfOIfll fAl(l1lV conj. Re. (Animadv. and edit.): Ka7'a1t'€
aov7'€S <O~K ap lc/>aaav avaO'1'ijvcl.L Kat fKf.~€UOV> E'AK€LVconj. Cobet. 
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'" /. tf ),... t ...... c: t '\ ~ ... , /
EOEOV'TO, €WS av'To~s V1TTJpc;fV V1TEp OV 'TaU'Ta E7TO~-

( A ~ \ ,~, tf" , I \ 
OVV. 6• VfLELS OE ovo OTE Evayxos €1TEfL7TETE TTJV 

Q 1 ..., 1\ 1 \ \' f \ '11 
7TpEafJEtaV, TOUTO E7TTJYYHl\aTE, aI\I\ U1TEp p..EV ~1T1TWV 

, 1\ ...... \' '\ I ~ 

Kat xpvawu Kat Y7Js Kat atTOU Kat TOWVTWV TtVWV 

lKOp..t~EV 0 7TpEa{3EtYWV ypap.p..aTa Kat ~V TOV cpop· 
I ,... ') '\ I ,~,..... ,... 

nov TaUTa OV p..tKpOV fLEpOS, 1T€P~ OE TOV KEKEVW

aBa~ p..tKpOV TO f30VAEVrtlPWV Kat TWV OtKO,{WV f3ou

AEtYE'tV ov8~ ypV. KaiTot Tiv' EiXE 7TOVOV I TOtS 7ToA- F 48~ 
\... ~ f) ,. ~ ~),' )~ " ,~ 1 C 
1\0tS 'TOVTO 7Tpoa ELvaL; Tep D av aOLKfLV EDOe; a'TE 

... , 1 ... {3 \... 7 '\ \' l' f3 \
XEtpas opEyOV'TES Tn OVl\n; • 0,1\1\ , OLp..aL, paxv 

¢pOV'Ti~ETE TOtY'TWV JJv fLaAta'Ta. 7TpoafjKE. OLlt 
TOVTO 7Tfiaa 7Tp6cpaats dpKEt 'TO£S {30vAOp..EVOtS 7TpOS 

, __ \ \ \ \ '" l' t \ I \ 


a1TaI\I\aYTJV l\€tTOVPYLWV. OUTOS Q7TI\LTTJS, KaL atW
"~30 ~ , ... ./., \ R \' , \' It!
R 11. iJ 7TaTat. €KEtVOS 't'EPEt Tas f-Iaatl\EWS €V'TOl\as, a7T

~ \ ,~'" ". ,~
TETa, OE OVOELS. E'TEpOS apXOVTt 1TapTJopEVKEV. 

dcpEt'TaL. oLaTpt{3EL TtS €V 'T0 1TWAEtV T~V Cllhov 
,,~ r I .J.' \ I 'e l'

TOLS oLKal;,0fLEVOLS 't'WVTJV. TTJV 1TaTpC{Jav Tac;LV OV-
t'~ " " A'TOS V7TEpE7TTJOTJaE. 7TpoaKpOVEW yap avaYKTJ 'TO~S 

I ~ I 8 \ I~' ,.. \
'TOV'TWV KTJoOILEVOLS. • Kat n OELVOV 7TOWVVTa TO. 
~, \ \ f - '\ 'fJ' , I
OLKaLa 7TpOS TTJV E'aVTOV 7TOI\LV EX pOV TLva E1TL<J1ra

,.. ~\ \ \" , \ ),. f3'" I 
aaafJat; 7TWS OE TTJV fLEV €KEtVWV opYTJV 't'0 n, 'Tau

~ , , ,~, . ~,~ "." \ 
TTJV DE TTJV aOLKtaV ov OEOOLKOS; TJ Kav E~ TTJV 

a For the embassies of Antioch of this period of. Petit, 
pp. 418 f., Pack, Stud-ies, pp. 193 f.• Liebeschuetz, pp. 265 ff. 
This embassy seems to be that of Ep. 850M85~. 864-868. 

b Of. Or. 49. 7, where the same complaint is made. 
C For these methods of curial evasion, and measures 

taken to prevent it, of. Jones, LRE 740 ff. Enlistment is, 
for Libanius, the least commendable form of evasion (c/. 
§ 42, Or. 49. 19: the best known example is, of course, 
Ammianus). Under Constantius he had been known to 
befriend and support individual agentes-in-rebus, but the 
expansion of numbers (Or. 2. 58) in Theodosian times made 
the situation more serious. The demand for the position of 
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the same time clutched his feet and pleaded with him, 
until they gained their objective. 6. But you, even 
on the despatch of your recent embassy,a made no 
reference to this matter. Our envoy took a message 
that dealt with horses, gold, land, corn and such like, 
and this made up the bulk of the message he bore, 
but about the almost total emptying of the City 
Hall and about suitable candidates for the council 
-never a word! Yet what trouble would it have 
been to have included this item with all the rest? 
Who would have thought you WJ.'ong in extending 
a helping hand to the council? b 7. The fact is, in 
my opinion, that you have little interest in subjects 
that you really should be interested in. Hence any 
excuse is enough for those who want to rid themsel
ves of civic obligations. This one is a serving soldier, 
and not a word is said about him. Another is an im
perial courier; nobody claims him. Yet another has 
been a governor's assessor. He is excused. C Ifsome
body makes a career of hiring his vocal po\vers out 
to litigants, he escapes from his ancestral station.d 

Those who are distressed at this are bound to take 
offence. 8. And what harm is there in attacking 
enemies, if one does one's duty towards one's birth
place? How comes it that you are scared of their 
resentment, but have no fears about this injury? If 
a"c;sessor also seems to have increased in these years (cf. the 
anonymous of Or. 62; also Tisamenus). 

d As advocate. This method was checked (e.g.) by C. Th. 
12. 1. 46, 87 (of A.D. 358 and 3S1), but it remained a well
trodden way of escape. Even though not an official post, 
its close connection with the administration gave it influence. 
Libanius had often petitioned for his pupils to be registered 
in the governors' COl11'tS, and his own son Cimon unsuccess
fully tried this method. 
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I ,tIt, -.\ ,~,

fl-'YJTEpa 7'V7TTOfL€V7Jv EWpaS> EW'T1JK€£S av OVoEVa 
" I f/ J/ ,... I
afLvvwv TP07TOV, 07TWS f.l.1]S T4J 1Ta£OVT£ K€Xap£

I " ,,' " 'y , t
CTfL€VOS; TaXEWS P£VT av €YvWS P.€£f;,OV£ aaVTOV V7TO
e I 8 '"~ I ~ I ~ 1)\ I

E£S KLVOVVq> , Tq> 'iTapa TWV €WV, TOV e"aTTW 
,J.. I I \ '" '8 I 9"'~ 't<.pvywv, TOV 7Tapa TWV av pW7TWV. • ov €OELsaTE 

7TOA'\dXtS 00 ~Ofi1JeEVTES Kat ToJiTa €v 7ToAAtp TOU
R I tI ,tI f'" Ll' .,


TOV ,..,pa'A'VTEPO£S. tva yap L7T1TOS vp.w avv L7T7TOV 

I f I , 8' f I I , .\ I , I

Kat 1JVWX0S' av 1JVWXOV YEVYJTat Kat 7T"EOV apyv-
PWV o08fj TOrS yfjpas I 8€pa7T€VOVat TVXOV Kat p.dvn If 4SS· 

.. 

, '" , ,J..''I (; t '" ,J.. ,
7Tapa TOtS El.p'fJVO'f'v"aS tV 0 TWV KOpVVTJ'f'0PWV p.t
8' I 1,\, 1<;11'" ll;." . 

a os, T£ p.€V ov "fyETat; Tt DE OVK aKOVETa£; oE£vOVi 
I;.' I '<;I I "'i: 8'" <;I I " , , " DE OVDEV, Kav €£wa 1]vat DEli, Kav €tS TO O£K1JfLa 

R ii. 531 lAB6vTa I Ka8fjaBat. Kat 7TA1]ydS OE olod. 7TOV YE
I r " , ...)\ , '"J. ..

YEVYJp.€Vas. e'T ev f1£V TotS €"arroa£ KOV'f'OS OUTOS 
t .J..'R tIl;'l '" Y' 'J..' , ,o 'f~o,..,OS, V7TEP DE TWV p.€t~OVWV a'f'0PTJTos; I(at Ttva 
,'" \ ,
av €XOt "oyov;\ 1;" , " '" \1 ,1.O XWPLS DE TOVTWV, OTav TaVTa I\€YTJT€, KaKLav 
"\1 I 1;" f '" apXOVTWV I\ €Y€TE. TETVXTJKap.ev DE, WS a7TaVTES 

taafn, Ka~ p€ATtaTwV xatp6VTWV Tfj TooV 1TOAtTEVO- ',. 
, t, '" R \'" 8 1 tI'" \\P.EVWV V1TEP TTJS ,..,OVI\7JS 7TPO Vp.tf!-. Ot OVK EP.EMOV 

O~1TOV xal\elToos up.tv egEtV Tn Kp7]7Tto£ T£lW wpay
, R 8" I, \ \) t A , ,

p.aTWV ,..,01] E£V 1TP0atPOVP.EVOI.S. aM Vf.LEtS OVK eI 

1 MYI:1'~ Cobet. I aKOVE1'E" Cobet (B). 

a Alimenta were provided by the curia (Or. 11. 134). 
Those in Antioch were temporarily withdrawn after the Riots 
of the Statues, to be restored with the emperor's pardon. 
They were subsidized-and evidently could be embezzled. 

b The only mention of an eirenophylrw in Antioch. At 
Elusa the position was coveted by decurions, and was 
therefore probably profitable; c/. Ep. 5S, 101-102. The 
position was abolished in A.D. 409, O. Th. 12. 14. 1. 

6 Not surprisingly. since the floggings were becoming in
creasingly reserved for the lesser de.cllrions. 

d An odd statement in an oration of A.D. 388/9, con
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ORATION XLVIII, 8-10 

you saw your mother being assaulted, would you 
stand there without raising a finger to defend her, 
just to curry favour with her assailant? In that 
case, you would soon have recognized that, in seeking 
to avoid the lesser danger that originates from men, 
you are laying yourself open to the more serious one 
from the gods. 9. And you have often shown that 
you have no fear of that, even in matters more 
ephemeral than this. For you to get one horse or a 
jockey instead of another, for a bigger sum to be 
given for old-age relief,a for the constables' pay to 
stay in the hands of the justices of the peace, b every 
possible argument, every possible allegation is 
bandied about. And it is of little consequence, even 
if a councillor has to be demoted, or go to jail and 
stay there. There are times, I know, when floggings 
have taken place, too. This fear causes you no qualms 
in minor issues C: is it intolerable, then, in the case 
of matters of more importance? What justification 
could there be for that? 

10. Moreover, in such statements, you are stating 
that the governors are at fault. But, as everyone 
knows, we have been fortunate in having excellent 
governors who welcome the councillors' enthusi
astic support for the counciL1Z They certainly would 
not be likely to be annoyed with your resolve to 
support the very basis of society. But, between 
sidering his denunciations of Lucianus, Eustathius and 

I 
Eutropius (Or. 56, 54, 4). as Liebeschuetz (p. 273) implies. 
However, as Liebeschuetz himself points out (pp. 184 f.), 
the governor rarely takes the initiative in cnria] recruitment t 

this lies with the principales, the object of criticism here. 
The governors, who at least act when they receive recom
mendations from the (luria, are therefore to be commended, 
in comparison with the~c back-sliders. 
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r I" t """ , """ rl ( '8 I
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1TpoayEAfi'TE 8~ 'TOLS rijs dSdas 'TaV'T1)S d1ToAav
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ovatV av'TOS EKaa'TOS tJ0VI\OfLEVOS 'Tav'T1)S a1TOI\E
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l\aVKEVat OOKELV. 11. 1TP<P1)V 'TLS €VEX EtS ' XOp1)YOS 
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EYYV1)'T1)V Ka'Taa'T1)aas a1TEopa. 1TWS OVV VfLELS; 
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a1TELl\at oEWat Kat otaa1TwfLEua 'TOV avopW1TOV 1)aav 
r \' I ~ I " "i: 8' Ot I\EyOV'TES, fLtKpOV OE Va'TEpOV 'TOV E':,EYYV1) EV'Ta 

" " , ..... '" 1)KOVOfLEV apX1Jv 1TpLafLEVOV 'T1)S 1Ta'Tpcpas OtKtas 

aypov avrfi 1TpOa'TE8ELKO'Ta av'\'\eYEw r1]v 'TLfL~V 
'TOLS l1TL 'T~S dpX~s I KaKoLs. 1~. 'Tt ovv Ol1TcLV'Ta F 434 

, r ~ I 8' I I' \ "i:R ii. 532 aELOV'TES VfLELS Kat ava'TOV 'TOV EYYV1)rfJV asLOV 
1" "" I I , ~ ,
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Kat oLa1T1)D1)aaV'Ta 'ToaOV'TOV a1TO 'T1)S tJ0VI\1)S E1TL 'TOV
' \" Q \ '"I ,~\8pOVOV; KaL OV'TE tJaaLI\EVS 'TOV'TWV 1)KovaEV OVDEV 

"rl ")" \ " , ~ \ ? _" \'
OV'TE V1Tapxos OV'TE al\l\os apxOV'TWV OVoE EtS, aI\I\ 

r "1' '\ ,,, "i: 8 Q Q' rIws av wv fLal\W'T av EVsaa E aVfLtJEtJ1)KO'TWV OV'TW 
~ '8 "~ ~ , , I \ ..." ")..
OLE'TE 1)'TE. 1)01) DE 'TLS av'TOV KaL vow EXELV €'f1)aE. 

\ " ,~\ fl ~ \13. Kat 1TpO'TEpOV yE 'TOV'TOV opaafLor; E'TEpOS oLa 

8 -- \ , ... , , "" \ ' ,
al\a'T'T1)r;, 1TpaYfLa KaLVO'Ta'TOv. €K .t.J€I\EVKEtaS av
, " , "1 "..... l'1)yETO 'TLr; E1TLa'T1)aofLEvor; watV, OVK a1TOpwv, OtfLaL, 
r ' '\ \' ,~ ~, \ ~ I ,l'
sEvyovr;, al\l\ EoEotEL 'T1)V Y1)V. Kat OV'TOr; 'TOLVVV 
~ \ ~ '~'i: I \ Q \\ ,~ ~ 
oELva 7TOLELV 'TOTE oosas Kat T1)V tJOVI\7JV aotKELV 
, ... '" '\ , ~ I... , f ... ).. Q 8' ,~ I
f1TaV7JKE 'ftI\OS ovoEV TWV 1Tap VfLWV'fOtJ1) EtS, OVOE 

a On this passage cf. Petit, pp. 59 f. Since the duty is 
".:,"llnl''l~'''~ I-HT +1-,,,, I',,"nl';1 "n~ +h", O"l1"l""ntpp "ilTPn +n thp

1I.I.o ...,Iv ....................... "J "...... '" "'''' ..............L........................ &V b .............. - ................ t:I& .................... ".. .... '" 

council, the procedure is outside the governor's sphere until :~ 

he receives formal complaint. \ 
'",I

b 'T~V y~v has a double meaning: (i) by this desertion he 
had betrayed his country; (ii) he could more easily have 

,.been stopped on an overland journey and restored to his 
.~ 
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you and the governors, it is not a case of birds of a 
feather: you are just like yourselves, idle. You poke 
fun at those who enjoy this security, but everyone 
of you wants to be thought to have enjoyed it. 
11. Just recently someone was appointed to manage 
the shows, found a guarantor, and decamped. And 
what did you do ? You had the guarantor arrested, 
though he had done no wrong, for he had been let 
down, and you had him kept in prison. Tempers 
ran high; threats were bandied about, and there 
were calls to tear him apart. But a little while later 
we were told that the bail-jumper had purchased an 
office at the cost of his family home, with the estate 
thrown in, and was recovering the price by his mis
conduct as governor.a 12. And what did you do
you, who were moving heaven and earth against the 
guarantor and saying that he deserved to be execu
ted ? You made peace with the rascal who had taken 
such a jump from the city council to the magis
trate's chair I Neither the emperor, nor the prefect, 
nor any other magistrate heard a single word about 
it. You behaved as though things had turned out 
exactly to your liking, and it was even said that 
he was a sensible fellow. 13. And even before 
this, there was another instance of desertion-by 
sea, that time-quite a novelty. The fellow set sail 
from Seleuceia to go as governor to Ionia,-not 
that he had no carriage, I think, but he was afraid 
of the land,b Well, he at the time was held to be a 
rascal and guilty of misconduct towards the council, 
but he came back your friend and had no worries 
curial duties before he reached the protection of this governor
ship, Having thus become an honoratu8t he could throw his 
weight about in the council chamber. 
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" \ \,.., I{' f3 '\ ITt TOtOVTOV Kat 7TEP~ TWV €V V1Tp!£, OV/\EVOVTWV 
,,, \, 'f' " I " (J \ F 4 

./' 
.Po

EL7TEtV. Kat yap OUTOt 1Tavovp YOV av PW7TOV Kat 8, 
~ \ \ I ''\ I ~,. 'I' • ~, MIl;" .
OOl\epOV Kat a/\W1TEKa ot aTEr,E(,as aotKOV LOav a1T

R ii. 533 €~'YJvav I miTo£s TO£S 7Tapa. TWV mi"f6v (hEAfi 1Tf:1TOL
I I, " 1;" ,.\ \.'1 

'YJKOTWV TOKOtS EtC; 7T€ptOVatav €7TtoOVTa. €yw oE
'I:.' t '" ''\ .... ( 1 $'JI ..... 
?]~tOVV vfLas OVTas J.'"1.VTtOXEtS 'YJyep,ovac; EWat TOU 

I ..... , ~\, '1\ I , 
7TpOU?] KOV"fos TOtS 7TEPWtKO£S p,(),IV\OV "l KEtVotS aKO
'\ (J" \ " • \ I/\OV €tv llat TaVTa EfJ T'YJ/\tKOVTOLS. 

, ''''' I " \\1 )15. Kat 
\ 

P,?]V KaKEtVO yE aKOVW 1TOlV\aK£C; EVTav

f) ",\ I ." I {3 \1 'I;'{; I
Ot MYOp,EVOV wS EL?] Vop,OS aaL/\EWS EvoO~OTaTOV 

7TdVTas &JV O[ mf7T7TOt {3ovAEVTa{J OE£V tv rfl {30VAfj'e '1\ l' (J t' .... \', I ,...
TETaX at, Kav wat vyaTpLOOt. Ka, Op,VVTE yE TOV-

l' \ I \ ,q I 
TOV ELVat TOV VOJ-tOV Kat 7Tap OT!£, KEOtTO llpoa-

IQ \', " <:' \ I ':s. ''t'
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I ~'" ~ I~ ~, I \. I
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a For 'l~e factories as centres of social gossip :if. Or. 8. 4, 
31. '25. 

b For Zeus Olympios in Apamea, and an Olympic festi
val there. of. Ep. 663. 668 of A.D. 361. The passage may 
be adduced in support of Liebeschuetz's dating, since the 
temple of Zeus. destroyed by Deinias and the monks, is 
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about any reactions from you-for there were none. 
:For all that his desertion was ill spoken of in the 
factories,a the people who might have secured some 
redress turned a blind eye to it. And he used to 
strut into the council chamber, as large as life. 

14. Such is your attitude towards the council, in 
this following the lead of our neighbours. For the 
councillors at Apamea have granted-that is a nicer 
way of putting it than saying" sold "-many such 
favours. They claim to reverence Zeus,-indeed, to 
fear him, since he beholds everything from near by
but they have no shame in diminishing the god's 
city.b I can cite something similar in the case of 
the councillors in Cyprus, too. They, by an illegal 
grant of immunity, made a rascally, treacherous, foxy 
fellow into a millionaire: he came to affluence by the 
very interest he squeezed out of those who granted 
him his immunity.c I expected you, as Antiochenes, 
to set an example of duty to our neighbours rather 
than to follow their lead, especially in important 
matters like this. 

15. What is more, I often hear the statement made 
here that there is a law of a most renowned emperor,d 
that all those whose grandparents were councillors 
must take up their position in the council, even if 
they are in the female line of descent. You take 
your oath that this law exists, and you go on to say 
in whose bureau it lies, and I don't disbelieve you. 
But why has it not been published? Why not dis

apparentiy stili in existence (c/. Or. 80, Introduction, 
p.97). 

C For similar condemnation of usnr~ of, Or. 69, 69 ii. 
d • H~ In 10 1 J('. ~~ J;I r ) If',,,,,.. " JUuan \v. Th. .1"'_ .I.. t,JJ., tJJ*U.LJ• .. No. 99,. .a. vv... ste,., 

however, identified the emperor with Theodosius himself. 
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, t I ,\ 0' 'f'
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f ..... I I ,~\ '1\ 1"" f" 
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O{ Se TpV~WG£V. 
17. (1'fLEt~ O€ EGWOat Ttva ~aTE Xpovov aTT'OOL

~ , A Q \ A \, ,I,. \ 1 \ 1 ""2 
oOVTa TaLS ,.,ov/\atS TO, 0'fEt/\ofLEva. Kat Tt TOVT 

" JI~ 'Jl I ,'\
avafLEVEtV EoEL ?TapOV €XEtV; KatTOt TtVES a?To/\o-

YOVVTaL ~S 'IovAwvoiJ f.LEfLV7]fLEVOL fiaGtAdas EV 
'l' • Q \1 , I ,I,. \,.\ 1 0
'[} nvas ELS ,.,OV/\7]V EVEypa'f'0V. Kat OVK 7]/\€YXOfL€ a, 
1 1 " ... 't 1 , 1 '\ ~'., \ \
tpaGw; €m T1)s E'<;OVGtas apyoL E'Yw OE OTt fLEV Kat, 

, • I • I "~ I ,~\ I
R ii. 535 TOTE €KpaTOVV at aoLKOL xapLTES Kat OLEK/\aTT'7]Gav 

, '\1 ... ~ 1 ,,' ,1,.1 " 
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1 0' OUII Re., F. (P.): ooiivat Bong. (other MS8.). 

2 Toih' F. (1&:88. except 1M): 'Toiho Bong. (1M): 'ToihoI'Re. 

a OJ. Plato, Reap. 600n; Themist. Or. 21. 254 a. 
b The honorati and the principales (0. Th~ 12. 1. 109 of 

A.D, 385) had the privilege of attending the governor's court 
hearings as '1TapaKa8~p.€IIOt. The ordinary decurions stood 
in attendance. 
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played? Why not read aloud? Why has it not 
filled the city hall with members? For if the law 
exists, and you have tongues and the governors 
have ears, what is stopping the council from claiming 
its own? Simply this, I suggest,-that the poverty 
of the council either does not distress, or it pleases 
or it even profits some of you. 16. Hence many 
young men turn their backs on our council and per
form their civic duties elsewhere, and then they 
return with an immunity from such obligations 
gained at that small expense. They practically 
rule the roost over the council chamber,a and lord 
it over your children, quite improperly-for how 
could defaulters and penny-pinchers properly do so 
with the generous contributors who have done their 
duty? But lord it they do, none the less, because of 
your perverse decisions that have won the day, and 
in the courts they sit on the bench and see your 
sons standing there. ll None of this would occur if 
any of you were willing to apply the law. As it is 
the law lies dormant, and they live in the lap of 
luxury. 

17. You say that a time will come when the councils 
will regain all they should have. But what is the 
point of waiting for it, when you can have it? Yet 
some people recall the reign of Julian when they set 
about enrolling new members,C and they defend 
themselves by saying, " We were not found idle in 
the exercise of our powers." Leaving aside the fact 
that even then illicit influence was rife and many 
,vno should properly have been enrolled wriggled out 

C Of. Or. 18. 146 ff. for the programme; for the evasions 
oj. Julian, Misop. 367 c ff. 
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1 TOVrw coni. Re.• F.: TOVrO Re. text (Jd:SS.). 
2 t!>vr1l~ Cobet, F.; t!>vy€£V Re. (1tISS.): ~vy€~ {10VA€VUaPivwV"1 

oo~.& ~ 

(j OJ. PLRE 89. Apronius was vicar of the diocese of 
Pontica (cj. § 91). The emperor in question, iIi the absence 
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of it, it is common knowledge that, however much 
people may have wanted to make no new enrol
ment, such a course was impossible. For if the 
emperor had made this offer as a great concession, 
and people refused to accept it, it would have been 
a criminal act deserving of punishment, and bare
faced treason was bound to be penalized. 18. So 
don't claim what was due to the fear of punishment 
as an example of your own attitude. Who could 
have endured the emperor's justifiable wrath if he 
tried to block the most fundamental item of Julian's 
legislation, the reform of the councils, or attempted 
to prevent his finest achievement, for which he 
could claim the utmost credit? So don't mention 
compulsion to me instead of intention. The present 
situation apart, idleness is your practice whenever 
you can get away with it. 

19. " But what is the good," I win be asked, " if 
the emperor gives his consent and something occurs 
to hinder it ? H, thus rendering his decree ineffective. 
I know the origin of this argument. You have in 
mind Apronius, who governed from Chalcedon to 
the Cilician frontier /~ and how he took pity on the 
councils, informed the emperor of their critical 
situation and asked for some relief: he convinced 
him by his arguments but something occurred to 
cause a change of policy. 20. But, in the first place, 
considerable credit should be given both to the 
councils and to Apronius, in that they refused to 
hold their peace and he shared their concern. 
Secondly, it is to be believed that some of those who 
were planning their escape finally-stayed when they 
of any of the customary laudations of Theodosius, is pre
sumably Valens. 
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• '" 3 l' " Y " \ .. ~l)' Iv[.Las wv EXPTJ,=,OV aTVX7JaaVT€S, Kat fMMV\OV yE 
(" \' .tI\ \ tI " r 't:.' '" 

7J[.Ltv 7J aI\l\O~S, O(J4}7TEp EV [.LEt,=,OVL 'Ta!:> E£ TO 'T7JS 

'AVTLOXEtas'"ovo[.La. 
ClCl IT \ , I ,,,,, f ,,' 
~;:;. pos TOLVVV TOVTOtS KaK€LVO av TLS V[.LLV 

, I ., \ , 0' ./ "( .... 
E7TLTt[.L7JaEtEV, OTt 7TI\EOVTas Ka EI<UaTOV eap oPWV

.... ., R \' ,\ R R \ I " 
TES' TWV ETL /"OVI\EVOVTWV 7J /"E/"OVI\€VKOTWV yE 7Ta,
r:;: \ \ 'B I \ ~ \ , (P I " 
oas 'TOVS [.LEV EtS 7JpVTOV, TOVS OE E/S W[.L7JV OVTE .' 

axOw8€/ OVT€ I dyavaKTELTE0 " ovo' c1.Js TOVSI apXOVTas.,'.F 43~... "I·."".·"· 
ELaLOVTES 'f' EyyED" E TO. €LKOTa. KatTOt TLS OVTW ..\, J.8 I ' I 

~paovs T~V YV6J[.L7JV ~ Alav 7Tafs ~ Kpovos WS [.L~, 
1 • 'R F ~ B ( ) .''TUtrTU e., .: 'Tuvru ong. M88.. .-.~ 

l\ 'TutiTa Re., F.: TUWU Bong. (~f88.). .•· ....·1'
3f~B ( ) f~R F ;Vf.«lS ong. lf88. : 7]f.«lS e., • : 
4. Vj.L'iv F. (M88.): Vj.Lwv Bong., R~., 

'J

iI For the study of law and Latin; of. Or. 39. 17, 19; 
} 

40. 5 if. The burden of Libanius' complaints against 8uch 
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realized that the city councils had not been entirely 
ignored by their emperor. And, even if this possi~ 
bility is discounted, the councils, in consequence of 
the enthusiastic support the matter received, yet 
have had preserved for them a statement of their 
claims, in the shape of despatches requesting assis~ 
tance, submitted to Court following their argu
ments. 21. One suggestion is that he gave up 
his original idea and intended to aid the councils 
by means of Valentinian's decrees, but the business 
would not still be hanging fire if the councils gener
ally had followed the line taken by some of them. 
If despatch after despatch arrived, all with the 
same plea, and if the emperor had seen the root of 
every city damaged, and if land and sea alike had 
raised the same lament, all opposition would have 
been crushed by the mass of the. suppliants. As it is, 
those who complain have been let down by those 
who do not, and so the inhabitants of Pontus could 
justifiably reproach us also, for failing to receive 
from you here the support they required, and they 
could reproach us more than anyone else, since the 
name of Antioch is the more exalted. 

22. And, moreover, you are open to reproof on the 
following grounds. Every spring you see the sons 
of present, or past, members of the council sailing 
off to Berytus or to Rome,€! and you are not angry or 
annoyed, nor do you seek audience with the gover
nors and complain as you should. But who is so 
dull-witted, such It booby or simpletonb as t.o be incap
competitive studies is not simply educational, but, as here,· 
a combination of educational and political grievances. 

/) Proverbially the reign of Cronos was the golden age of 
primitive simplicity (al. Hesiod, Op. 108 ff'.), the Samtrnia 
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LIBANIUS 

Dvva(]()at fLa()liv 0 Tt #OVA€1'aL TOVTOtS TO 1TA€1V; 

OVT€ yap 07TEP 8LKatO(]VV1]S Kat TOO fL~ Aa()€1v TL 
<:- I \ \ I '''' 1 \1 .
Opa(]aVT€S 7Tapa TOVS vOfLoVS €tS 'VOWLK7]V 7TA€OV(]tV 

" , , f I fI".J..' t I J.. ..... )/
OUT€ HS' T7]V €T€paV, LV a'f' €KaT€pas 'f'WV7]S €XO£€V 

R ii. 538 T~V #ovA~v I w~€A€1v, dAA' iva &.~OPfL~V €lS TO ~V 
t:< \' '<:-... \ I \" l' \
JJOVI\7]V €KOUVat TOUS VOfLOVS fL€V €XOL€V OUTOL, T7]V

\ ... ~"... \, '.1.' () 1 '\YI\WTTav OE EKE'LVOt. Kat OVK E'f'EV(] 7](]av yE EA
'<:- ' \ \' J/ 'i' t' 1 ,,11 'f ()

7T£OOS. aM t(]fLEV OV otKatWS av OVTE'S OU Ka € 
... 1'" ClQ "t' 1 ,... 't' 1 f"

(]Ta(]£ VVV. NO' €o€t TOLVVV vfLas, €LoOTas WS €7Tt 

Tfi #ovAfi Taih-a, #o7]()€iv. Ka~ TtS av ~V A6yos 
, \ .., I "./

€V7TPE7T'f)S TOtS €VaVTLOVfL€VOLS 7TpOS Tavs €XOVTas 
,... 1 ()... >I () 't' 1

€t7T€tV' Tt fLOt VOfLO €T€tS, av pW7TE, 7T€pt 7TatoEtas; 
\ \ \ \ 't' \ 1 , , 1 ,

7ToMat yap 0001, TaVT7]S, Kat 7TOP€V(]OfLat y€ TOVTWV 
" " \ e;:.' 't..., ... fI , I'() 1\
7]V av € €I\W; (]Ot 0 Es'f)V aVT€£7T€W OTt 0 TaVTas 
'I "t' , , t:< ... t' \ " 
epXOfLEVOS Tas OOOVS fLOVOVOVXt JJ0q, opa(]fLOV aVTas 
, \ ... t:< \"''' ...,' ,,.

a7TO T7]S JJOVI\7]S E't,vaL. TqJ yap €V TavTat(]t Tats 
1\ \ 1 , " t I " 

7TOI\€(]t 7TOI\£T€VOfL€VqJ fLaTawv €K€tVOtV €KaT€pOV 7] 

, ,... I >Ie;:. t. c;:. \ f ).. Ie;:. , 


€t fL7] TOVTO, (]fLLKpOV. €O€LSaV O€ 01, (]'f'oopa E'V
e;:. I '" e;:. I , '1/ '\

OOKLfL7](]aVT€S a7T OVO€T€POV TOVTOLV € tS OVOft« €,,~ 
ill I '\ V , \ I " 1I".'" r fit:< I RF 440 UOVT€S. aM a7TO TLVWV; €K€tVWV a VUV I VJJPL(]TaL ii., . 

, AI' , I ,1 .. 
T€ Kal. 7TP07T€7T7] aKWTCL£ ov X€tPW Y€lI0fL€va T7JV& 
)..1 ... , 11 ,\\'t'" ,
'f'V(]tV, 7TWS yap av; aMa Ota TOVS (]€fLVOVS TOV~ 

\ , , • t. ... 'e;:. , \ f ...
TOV(] I, TOVS OVK astOVVTas €LO€Va£ TCLS E'aVTWV. 

" 'r'" " , '8 t" "1O(]TtS OVV €7T£ TOVS VOP.OVS €7T€LY€Tat, TaVTa 0 av 

1 KaO/i'OTUO' Re., F.: KaO'OTUClt Bong. (M88.). 

2 a7TO Ttvwv; lKdvwv Re., F.: a7T6 'TWWV .~KEtvwV Bong. 


(lIfSS.). 3 Tut'?"d Re" F.: TaL".!! Bong, (M59.). 

TlJfl'na of Virgil. Simplicity, however. is soon equated with 
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able of understanding what their trip implies' for 
them r It is out of-no concern for justice or to avoid 
any inadvertent breach of the laws that they set sail 
for Phoenicia, nor do they sail to the other place so 
as to assist the council by their proficiency in both 
languages; their concern is to have their legal or 
linguistic qualifications as a means of getting out of 
membership of counciL Nor have they been deceived 
in their ambition. We know what their status 
should rightly be and what it now is. ~3. So you, 
aware that this is detrimental to the council, should 
have rendered assistance. It may be said, " And 
what reasonable argument has the opposition to the 
proponents of arguments like this r 'Why, Sir, are 
you laying down the law to me about my education? 
There are many ways of approaching it, and I shall 
take whichever one I like.' " You could have coun
tered with the argument that the one who proceeds 
by such ways practically shouts it aloud that they 
are methods of evasion from the council. For a 
councillor in. these cities either of these courses is 
useless or, if not that, unimportant. This is proved 
by their most notable citizens who have ~mployed 
neither of these methods to achieve renown. Well, 
what methods did they employ? Those that are 
now held up to scorn and insult,not because there 
has been any actual defect in them, for that would 
be impossible,a but because of these pompous snobs 
who refuse to acknowledge their own home town. So 
whoever embarks on the study of law, and I would 

stupidity, c/. Aristoph. Clouds, 9~9, Wasps, 1480 (schoI. ad 
I " I \1 , (J' )loe. KpOVOV'· aPXaLOVS, fLWPOVS,II'1JpoV;) avatG 1JTOVS • 

a i.e. the study of Greek rhetoric. and particularly that of 
Libanius himself. 
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./ \ \.. r' , 1" 
n1TOLJlL Kat 1TEpt TWV €T€PWV, KEKpayEv OUTOS OUK 
, , '" ., ,... .... ~ \ 'I; , ,.. J.. ' 
aUTU)V €K€WWV Epav, TWV OE €s aV'Tu)v Y'voJL€vwv. 

24. OVKOVV Kat (]€ O€£ (]K01T€W 01TWS ~ ;'Jl~P6.
g€LS1 TaS Joovs ~ 1TaALV ;g€LS ati'Toos €v T~ fiOVA€V

, \ \' ~, '\ 'I;' J.. ,~ , ~,
'T1}pup. 1TOlV\a 0 av €s €UPOL€V Y'POV'T£O€s. TO 0 

'i' , r \ • \(}' • \ ~ 
OW 1TPOX€LpOTaTOV, 0 1Ta'T1]p €L(]€I\ WV €LS TO otKa

, ,I r , , " r .,). Q ' , , 2 r 
(]'T1}p£OV 'f) 0 €1TtTP01TOS 'f} 0 €Y''YJ{J0S aVTOS OJlO
\ , ," ,,, 3" ,)., , 
I\OY'f}(]aTW, Kav €7T aKpov €K€WOLV a't"K'f}Ta~, Jl'f}TOL 

... ')' \' , '(J' '\TWV Y€ 0't'€tI\OJl€VWV a1TO(]TEp'f}(]€(] 0,£ T1)V 1TOl\tV. 
I ~ ~ ~ , ~ \ \ ~",\ \ ,

'T£ TO£OUTOV O€OpaKaT€, Jlal\l\OV o€ EJlEIV\'f}(]aT€;
C>5 " , ffi' \ Q \ \,,~ , \ 
;;.;. • TWV €V ,*,OWLKrJ Twa {JOUI\'YJV q,OOV(]tV a1TO 

fPc.6Jl'YJS ;,g aVTWV TWV TOV (]O~t(]'TOV X€tPWV a~EA
, "\ ... " ttl

KV(]a(]aV V€aVL(]KOVS €V I\EtTOVpYOV(]tV EXEtV W(]T€ 
, I 1\"...\ A '\ "'" '\ \ 

€K€WOtS Jl€TaJl€I\€tv TOU T€ 1TI\OU KaL TWV 1TEP" TOV 

eUJlfipw G.V'1]AWJl'VWV. TOVTO 1ToAAaZs (tv ?51T~pg€ 
'1\ ,).'" r ........ '{: " 


1TOI\€(]tV €'t' o(]as 'f} TOU TaUTa UVJl1TpasaVTOS ap-

R n. 540 XOVTOS €ytYV€TO I 1Tp6vota. aAA' OVK €fiOVA~I(}'f}~ F uli 
(]av, O)(]1TEpOvvovoJ VJlE'LS. alO€L(](JE yap TOOS A6yovs. !~ 

\ 1\ ~'" \ Q \' ~'JI , ,,~, tI
'T1]v 1TOI\W DE Ov; 'T1]V {JOVI\'f}V O€ Ov; T1)V y'f}V DE 'f} 

1 ,~ '{: \ Q \ I ~ \ ,\
T£KTOJl€VOUS EOEsaTO, TO {JOVI\EV'T'f}p£OV DE TOVTt TO 
~, t ""(}\ , ,~ ... (J '1' '\ 
ot vJlas a I\£OV OVK ato€t(] E, EV q> 1TOT€ Tas I\Et

, " r t f{: 1 
TOVpyWS 'f}p1Ta':JOV Ot €saKO(]£Ot; 

Cl6 N' 't \" 1 ... " ;;.;.. op.m yap V1T€P TWV UVV1JYOPWV K€WTat, Kav 
" , '''\(J 1\ \ , t.... ~ ,

€1T aUTOVS €I\ rJ TtS, y€I\WS 1TOI\VS. VJlE£S DE KEt
, " Q ' ~ ~I ~\, \ ...

Jl€VOVS Jl€V JlTJ 1Tapa{JaW€T€, otoa(]K€T€ DE TOVS I\V
, r" , ... , 1 " 

(]m KVp£OVS WS aJl€WOVS aVTOtS €(]'T£ VOJlOVS aV'T£ 

1 Jp.~pag££s conj. Re., Cobet, F. (PB); Ep..~p4.g1JS Bong., 
Re. text (other MSS.). 

2 mlros conj. Re., F.: o&ros Bong., Re. teJ't (MSS.). 
8 alCpov Re., F.: aKpWl! Bong. (MBS.). 

a Of. § 3 above. 
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say the same for the others too, proclaims that he is 
not enamoured of the study itself but of the results 
that it produces. 

24. So you: too must consider means either of 
barring the ways or of reclaiming these persons for 
the council chamber. Consideration could devise 
plenty of methods. The handiest, anyway, is for the 
father, or guardian, or the lad himself to enter the 
court and guarantee that, even if he reaches the top 
in both those professions, he will not deprive the 
city of what is due to it. What such course have you 
taken, or even thought of taking? 25. They tell 
the tale of a council in Phoenicia which fetched back 
youngsters from Rome, snatching them from their 
teacher's very hands and holding them for the per
formance of their duties so that they rued their 
sailing and the money spent by Tiber's side. It 
would have been open to many cities to do this-to 
all that enjoyed the consideration and support of a 
governor in this action. But they refused, just as 
you do, too. You, of course, have a high regard for 
education. But none for your city? none for its coun
cil? none for the land that welcomed you upon your 
appearance in the world, or for this city hall which, 
because of you, has been brought so low, where once 
upon a time its 600, members a used to snatch at the 
chance to perform duties of state? 

26. " Ah ! " you say, It but there are laws to protect 
lawyers.b If you tackle any of them, you make a 
J.'__1 _J.' ••_ •• ~ ... _1.c u 'T'h"'n .:I,,~'t J....o"l, o.....~"'+~n .... 1au1o • 
J.VUl UJ. :tVUJ.OC;ll. ..LJ.l\,.. UVJ.J. u.a.\"'Q,n. '-'4.1.OV.l..I..I.5 .I. .'u. 
just demonstrate to those who have the power to 
repeal them that they must enact better la,,'s instead 

It On advocacy as a means of curial evasion c/. Liebe
schuetz, pp. 942 if., and on § '1 above. 
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'TOV'TWV 8edovJ or f3ovA~aOV'TaL fJ-aAAO";· aV'7J8fjV(L£ 

i6A€LS .~ 'TOUS lvlwv OZKOVS. 11'0AAO£ .0€~0'1]·j,6fLoL 
, .... '>:! .... "8 \ • '8 ' \ '\11'€pt 'TOVO€ 'TOV € VOVS Kat €'T€ TJaav Kat Il€IlVV'Tat J 

\ '>:! \ • '>:! \ .... f \ .... '\ 8 ' ,Kat, O€tVOV OVOEV 'TWV V7T€P 'TWV 11'Oll€WV 'T€ EV'TWV aV

8 ' \ '" ,\ 8 .... Iat,pf. €V'TWV 'TOVS Ka'T EKEt,VWV'Tav'TO 7Ta EtV. 

R ii. 541 27. fO 0' dv1]p f.p~ 'TEl ~fJ-WV Kat 'T<fJ fJ-~7TW OEVP' 
., 'Y '" 8 ' .J.. '8 \ , , '" 1]K€tV €1::,1}p,£WG a£ 'f'1]GW. € €Il1]G€£ 'TOtVVV KOGp,1}

\ t I I A , A8' 
aat 'TTJV TJfJ-€'T€pav V0fJ-0V 'Tt €(s aW'TTJpa fJ-EV 'TWV 

\.... \ , ,>:!I 't '" n.J..'
f3OVIlWV. 'TO a7TEpfLa OE 7Tap '1]jLWV E"'TJ'f'0'Ta. 7TEfJ-

, 8' f3 ' , '>:! \, '" '\ ,11'€a W 'TOtVVV 7TpEa €t,a. 7TaV'TWS oE EV 'TOtS Oll£Yot,S 
t A " " ~ , I_~\ \' 'II

VfJ-tV Et,at 'TtVES 711 otaKOVtq. 7TPf.11'OV'T€S. a/\I\ OV'TE 
f' 8 I f3 ./, \ .... ,

atpTJa€a € 7TpEa EtS OV'T€ a11'Oa'T€ll€t'T€. 7T€ptEa'Tat 
\ .... f3 \' ",.. \ f3 \ 8.... · \ yap 'TWV OVIl0fJ-f.VWV, av apa 'TtVES OVIl'T) WGt. 'TO 

voaofJv. I 
CIS rlH ~ \ " "",>:! \ '.J.. .... .... F·I:.:;. KW OE E7T av'TOV 'T}0'T} 'TOV KOll0'f'wva 'TWV Ka- 41 

.... t \ '>:!" , ,...., \ 'Q' , .,
KWV. Ot yap ota 'TTJV yEV0fJ-EVT)V aV'TotS Em 'Ta ,...€Il'TtW 

fJ-€'Taf30A~V 'TolJoaq,6s 'T€ 'Tfjs 11'6A€WS 7TpoaKvvliv 
JI '>:! , , '8 'Y \ ,
OV'T€S oLKatOt Kat 7TaV'TaxO EV fLEt~W 'Ta 'Tav'TT)s 

A " , JI , ~ A " 8 . 
7TOt€tV Kat 'Ta fJ-€V oV'Ta fLtKpa oLa'TT)p€W, 7TEtpaG at 
~ I \ , I '" 8 \ '>:! \ '" 'E 8 I01£ 'Ta a11'OV'Ta 7TpOGK'Taa at Kat fJ-'T}O€ 'TOV pEX €WS 

1 Jp~ 7'(; conj. F., assuming preceding lacuna: aIpETaL MSS.; 

edd.: llLEtpETat Sievers. 

11 A corrupt and disputed passage. The dating of the 
speech to A.D. 884 relies heavily upon it and the identifica
tion of this man. Reiske identified him with Arcadius, 
Foerster with Theodosius, Sievers and Liebeschueiz with 
Cynegius (ppO A.D. 884-888). Neither the existence of a 
lacuna (assumed by Foerster himself) nor the specific refer
ence to the emperor, which Liebeschuetz, objecti...'1g to the 
expression 0 d.v~p, asserts is necessary for Foers~er's inter
pretation, is essential. The whole of § 26 deals implicitly 
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of these, intended for the increase of the communi
ties rather than that of individual households. There 
have been plenty of laws about this province made 
and repealed before "now, and if laws that have been 
passed for the good of the cities have been repealed, 
there is nothing wrong in those, that are not, suffer
ing the same fate. 

27. "But the man is fond of us a: he says that it is 
a blow to him that he has not yet visited us. He win 
be ready to show his respect for our city by passing 
a law to protect the city councils, the inspiration 
for which comes from us." Then send an embassy. 
Surely in your small number there are some fit to 
undertake the service. But you will neither choose 
nor send envoys, for any volunteers, if there really 
be any, will find their ailments too much for them. 

28. And now I come to the worst trouble of all. 
Those persons who, because of the improvement in 
their circumstances, should properly worship the 
very soil of the city and do their very utmost to 
increase her fortunes, maintain the little that she 
has, and try to get for her what she has not, and who 
ought to do no less than Erechtheus in a similar 
with the legislator, the emperor. Moreover. even Julian is 
referred to as 6 d.v8pw'froS (Or. 16. 18); and the phrase 
6 dV1jp is paralleled, with specific reference to Theodosius, 
in Or. 1. 220: (Richomer) MYfTCl,L ••• 'frOL~(JaL epwVTG. J1.0V TOV 
avopa J1.aAAov epfiv r/xfVa.LTf Kczl -rfjs oefJpo fm8vf.Lf'iv oooi! ef.Loi! Xapw. 
This desire of Theodosius to visit Antioch had been can
vassed in the intervening period. and especially in A.D. 387, 
cJ. Or. 20. 44 f., Jo. Chrys. Hom. de Stat. 21 (P.G. xlix. 214). 
Similarly the reluctance of the principales to act as envoys 
had been well illustrated since then, as Libanius knew to 
his cost in the case of Thrasydaeus, Or. 82. 2 ff. This passage 
cannot, therefore, bear the weight of the interpretation 
placed upon it. 
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EV Ol-'O{ot!) Ad7TE(J(Jat KatpOIS alhot aVl-'fiOVAOt fiov
\ ~, , , 'P' " ...
I\€UTat!) YEY€V1JVTat 7TEI-'7TEtV €t!) WI-'7]V TOUS €aVTWV. 

IJ" 40 t ~, , I \ \' ,~ ,'Q
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aLvouVTwV, 7TapaKaAOVVTWV, E7TatVOvvTWV, L(JWS TL 
, (J' " "" \ A I

Kat 7TPO(JT£ EVTWV apyvpwv Tep 7Tapa TWV YOVEWV. 
1'" ... " \' ... "29• ELT EPWTW(J£ TOVS E7TaVa7TI\€OVTas TWV EI-'7TOpWV 

, A \ I "'....'~ I ,
E£ TWV l\al-'7TOVTWV €L(JW, H TWV EVOOKtl-'0VVTWV, €£ 
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"" " , ... " \' "",ot €KEWWV aUTOtS' apxaL 7T1\7](JLOV. Kav aJ(ov(Jw(Jt 

TL TOtOVTOV olov fiOVAOLVT' av, €'v(Jvl-'la (Kat)l Kp6
, , f~1 " J <:< ... \ ,,, f

TM Ka£ y€yova(JtV 7]atOVS. J(av tI a'fjl\ov aWOL!), ws 
"., '''' Q \ '" ...", "" >IoVS' EXOV(JLV €V rn fJOVI\1J 7TaLoas, V7T EKEtVOLS' E(JOV

R ii. 543 TaL I Kat (J€pa7T€V(JOV(JLV vkL!) 7TaTEpwv TOtS a-DTOJV 
, "'''' '\ I (J' ,.. (J'" \7TaTpa(Jt oEaOVI\EVKOTWV, VOV(Jt TOLS EOtS J(aL (JVY

I ''''' \..... , __ \ I \ A 

XaLPOV(JLV aUTOL!) TE KaL TOLS a7T€(JTaAKO(Jt Kat TOL!) 
, _\' \ '\' ",\ J...... t ,

a7TE(JTaAl-'€VOtS' Kat I\€YOU(Jt 07] (Ja'f'W!) WS E7Tav

~gOU(Jt Til fiOVAfi ¢OfiEp0l. 30. otS' o~ Kat (JvyaT/p€S 
, , 'Y 2 , " '3'

EWL, (JVVOLKt!;,OV(J£ I-'EV aUTas (JTpaTtWTat!), I-'€I-'
J... '" \ f... '''' \ I " ,.. Q '\ , F'f'ETaL oE VI-'WV OUaEtS TOVS yal-'0vs, TOLS' fJOVI\EV

OV(JL OE TlKTOV(Jt 7TatOa!) at oovAaL. EtTa EgEA~AV-
(J " ... Q \ ... "" , \ 'P,I

EV OU(J£(]., T7]S fJOVI\7]S at UJ.LEvatWV KaL WI-'7]S. , "" ... , , 
t 

' ' '' , \o DE To£aUTa €tpya(JI-'€VO!) 7TaT7]p OLa T€ TOV!) K7]
'" \ "" ,'\ ,,,,, <I,... tI 
oE(JTa!) ota TE Ta!) fl\7TLaaS' Ttl-'wS'. ov EXP7]V a7Ta(Jt 

1 <KaL> F. 

2 O1JJlOLKt'OV(n F.: ('JVVOLKOU('JL Bong., Re. (MSS.). 

3 a&ras ('J'Tpa'nW7a£s F.: aOra£ a7pa'TLW'TaLS Bong., Re. 


(AIM): av-rIUS a7pa'TLw'TaL eMo.PB, A margo 

a i.e. they ShOUld be prepared to sacrifice tnelr own 
children for the sake of their country. For Erechtheus' 
sacrifice of his daughter cf. Eurip. Erechtheusfragg. (Nauck
464 ff.), and L~e story in Lycurgus, c. Leocr. 98 if. 

b Of. Or. 2. 54. The offenders criticized here are pagans 
(8VOUCH Tois 8£ois). 
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ORATION XLVIII, 28-30 


crisis,a-these are the very people who have coun
selled our councillors to send their sons to Rome. 
The lads go down to the harbour, with their conni
vance, advice, encouragement and approval, and at 
times with a present of money above and beyond 
that from the parents. 29. Then they enquire of the 
merchants who are on the voyage home whether 
they have become people of importance and renown. 
Are the leading men in Rome their friends? Have 
they any prospect of office with their aid? And if 
they are told something of the sort that tickles their 
fancy, there is cheering and applause, and they are 
as pleased as Punch. And even if it is clear to them 
that their own children in the council will be under 
their thumb, and· will kow-tow to the children of 
parents who were once their fathers' slaves, they 
sacrifice to the gods,b congratulate themselves, the 
senders and the sent, and openly declare that they 
will come back somebody to be reckoned with by 
the council. 30. Those who have daughters, too, 
marry them off to soldiers, and none of you disap
proves of the marriages: meanwhile slave women 
bear children to our city councillors.c Then the 
property of the council vanishes through the attrac
tions of marriage and, of Rome. And the parent who 
has behaved so is respected by reason of his in-laws 
and his prospects, though he deserves to be oppressed 

o Of. Or. 2. 36, 28. 21, 49. 2 for the unwritten rule of 
curial intermarriage, and its breach. Ironically, Libanius' 
aunt had become the wife of a military officer (Or. 47. 28); 
and his own son Cimon was born of a union with a slave or 
freedwomari"{cF Oi. 1. 145~ 195; PLRE 9~f. (a.v. Ara
bins). For legislation regulating this practice. O. Th. 
4.64.5). 
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LIBANIUS 

)'" I Y 8 \ ~" ", I
'f0P'TLOLS 7TLEf:,Ea aL KaL fl:YJO ava1TVELV E7TL'TPE7TELV 

, A 	 A'~ I ~I ~I ., \ 
aV'TCfJ 	 'TWV T}OLKT}fLEVWV fLT}OEVa OLKT}S 'TE ELVEKa1 KaL 

07TWS EiT} 'TOtS OV7TW rfj f30vXfj AVfLaLVOfLEVOLS 7Tapa

OELYfLa.
"H ~ I f A \ A I \31. 0T} 'TOLVVV 'TLS vfLwV KaL 'TOLOV'TOV 'TL 7TpOS 

A l' f' 1)..8 J/ , I Q \ 
'TaV'Ta EL7TEV ws aVE7TL'f ovov EL 'TLS OpEyOL'TO fJEI\

I , A ~/' \ \ I 
'TLOVOS aXT}fLa'TOS. 'TOV'Ta oE Ea'TL 'TT}V 7TOI\LTEtaV 

Ka8' ~v 'WfLEV KLVOVV'TWV. El yap EV 4J fLEV 'TLS tJ7TO 
'TOV vOfLoV 'TE'TaK'TaL, 'TOV'TO Ka'TaAdif;EL, 'T}n]aEL DE 

"Y Y A 	 ~ \ , , ~ I f \ I 
'TL fLELf:,OV, ~T}'TWV oE OVK aOLKT}aEL, 0 fLEV a'Tpa'TLW

R ii. 544 'TT}S 	 I ggEL 'TOV 'TagLapXov rryv 'TagLv, 'T~V 'TOV a'Tpa-
A ~\. e' ,,~\ f' , " 

'TT}yov oE 0 'Tar" Lapxos • Ea'TaL OE 0 fLEV vav'TT}S aV'TL 
A f3 ' f ~ \ ", ~ ~ ~ 1\

'TOV KV EpVT}'TOV, O oE XOpEV'TT}S aV'TL 'TOV oLOaaKaI\OV, 
f ~" I , 1\ t ,,/. \' I o 0 OLVOXOOS 'TT}V KVI\LKa pL'fas Ka'TaKI\LVELS 7TLE'TaL 

\ '" ~ I 30 ~, I ~, , , ,
fLE'Ta 'TOV oEa7TO'TOV. N. oLa 'TL OE KaL 'TOVS 'TT}V 

'e \ \ " Iy f I
'Tar" LV I\EI\OL7TO'Tas a7T071JfL7TaVLf:,ovaLV OL. a'Tpa'TT}yoL j 

f I~ , 	 , I ,... f , , I B '" 
pg.OLOV yap KaKELVOLS EL7T€LV WS TO fLT} fLaXEa aL 'TOV 

~ I J/ ., " 1 
KLVOVVEVELV afLELVOV. LafLEV 'TOVS E7TaVLaTafLEVOVS 

'TOtS f3aaLAEvaL 7TOAEfLOVfLEVOVS Kat OOKOVV'Tas Ba-, 
')" 1\ '~I I '" I " "F·'va'TOV O'fELI\€LV 'TT}v OLKT}V. 'Tav xapLv j EL7TOL av " 

f ~ , "" I " ... ""'" I' o 	 7TT}oT}aas E7TL 'TT}v apXT}v' 'TO yap KpaTELv 'TOV:. 
"8 " "" \ IIKpa'TEW aL KaL TO 7TpOa'Ta'T'TELV 'TOV 'TO K€I\EVOfLEVOV 

" • I l' 33 '" '1'7TOLELV aLpE'TW'TEpOV ELVa" • 'TT}pOVV'Ta fLEV OVV 
, 't f/ \\ 1', "" ""' f. ,

'TT}V 'Tar" LV T}'TLS av 1J l\afL7TpOV E7T av'T1}S ELvaL KaL 
\ , 'J/~ , ~, ,).., ,. B \ 

Kal\OV KaL EVoaLfLov, 'TO 0 a'f0pfLT}v 7TOLEW aL l\afL
1 ", I , ~ I '" __ \ I 

7TpO'TT}'TOS 'TT}v ELS 'TOVS vOfLoVS aOLKLav 7TOV KaI\OV j 
\ \ ~, ,~ I 8' '" .\ " ~I

'TO yap OL 	 aOLKLas K'TT} EV 7iWS av ELT} OLKaLOV j 
, I \' I '" flY' I f ~, ,

ava'VK'11 'Vao 	€OLKEVaL 'TrI OLlrl 'TOV Ka07TOV. a 0 €V 
. - I' I I - I - U I ... '" I 

\ A \ Q \ I ,~ '" .~, '" ,. ).. I 
fLEV 'TCfJ fL7J fJOVI\EVELV aOLKwv, EK DE 'TOV 'TOV'TO 'fEV, " ,t/ " \, '''''''' ,
yELV E7T apXT}v T}KWV W'TW 'TO Kal\OV 7'OV'TO KaKOV 

1 €rV€Ka conj. Re., F.: €rva~ Bong., Re. text (MSS.). 
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ORATION XLVIII, 30-33 

by every burden, and none of those whom he has 
wronged should allow him a mo~ent's respite, both 
as punishment and asa signal warning to those who 
so far have not desecrated the council. 

I 

31. However, some of you before now have made 
some such comment on the subject, that no one can 
cavil at anybody who is ambitious of a better station. 
This is simply to undo the social order in which we 
live. If a man deserts the position in which he is 
lawfully put and seeks something higher, and does 
no wrong in the seeking, then the private will become 
the colonel, and'the colonel the general. The sailor 
will take the helmsman's place, the dancer in the 
chorus that of the director, and the butler throws 
away his cup, settles himself at table and drinks with 
his master. 32. Why then do generals have deserters 
flogged to death? I t is easy enough for deserters 
to claim that it is better not to fight than to risk 
their lives. We know that rebels fight against the 
emperors and are held to deserve the death penalty. a 
" Why, pray?" would be the question of the fellow 
who has leapt straight into office: for ruling is much 
preferable to oeing'ruled, giving orders better than 
carrying them out. 33. So goodness and happiness 
consist in a man's maintenance of his station, what
ever it may be, and gaining fame in it, but how can 
it be good to make misconduct towards the laws 
his pathway to fame? How can what is unjustly 
got possibly be just? Like fruit, like root must ever 
be the case, and any who behaves unjustly by evad
ing his curial station and comes to office as a result 
of this evasion may be assured that this good name 

'apa.ck' (p. 129) saw this as referrIng 'to' the 'suppression 
of the usurpation of Maximus in A.D. 388. 
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LIBANIUS 

" )1 ~ ~ ~ , <14..1. I " EXWV Tep KaKW~ EaX,11KEvat. (). -r€PE, €L 'Tt~<, , " I" J.I
appwaTouaT/ fJ/fJTP~ 7T€V1JTt fuav ExovaT/ KaTa-ruy'fJv 
't\ (}" (} I , 'l: I I

TOV vwv 7TapaKa 'Y}a at I-'EV OUK afi,LoL'Y}, xwp'Y}aa~ 
",",",,", " 11/(} J.'" ~(}
OE E7TL o€vopa· KaL K'fJ7TOV~ Ka~ av 'fJ TpU-rWV €VTaU a 

oUlYo£ K~Ta W~ KaKo~ 7TEp£ T~V TEKovaav KptVOtTO, 
JIII\ " I \,... ~/)1

TOUTOV, EL7T€ 1-'01" aWaEt TO T'fJ~ 7TpOaEopELa~ €KELV1J~ 
I <"" I '" QI 'I' 'I' I ,

TavT'1JV 'fJ0LW T'1JV otaTpLt''Y}V ELVaL; W KaKLaT€ av
0;:-" CI " • , " .1. <\ '" I , '" ,opwv, EV 'TOV'TO EWpas, 'T?]V TEP-rtV, a OE aOLK?]aELS 

, '1'", 2 ' ''',." ""'I. ~ '" Il· ,
OVK ELOE~; OVO WS ap.,EWOV ?]V TOU KVI\LVOEWUaL €V 
"(} "ll I , ''''0 ,
av €(]t TO aauEVOU(]?]~ E7TLI-'EI\€Wuat I-''Y}TpO~; 

<15 0' '" I ~ 0;:-" ~, I 'R " I(). v O?] TOU'TO oEL aK07TELV, Et TO 1-''1] t'0VI\€VELV 
~ Q )" • I '\ \' , 'Q ). I ,.,

R ii. 545 'TOU t'0VI\€VELV a7TOVW'TEPOV, 0,/\/\ Et TO t'0VI\€:VEW TOU 
I R \' , R ' ''i:'' l' 'i:' I l: ' p.,'1] t'0VI\€VEW EvaEt'EaTEpov. Et ° OUTOt oo~ouaL 'Tt 

I \' " \ \ I (} 'Y CI,..
l\€yEW, 'Tt p.,'1] 'TOU~ l\T/aTa~ aVl-'a':;,op.,EV 01, Tat~ F 44 

..I. " I ('" I 'I. , '..1. ' <\ ~ 
a-rayat~ Ta~ OOOV~ KEKI\ELKaaLv, a-rEvTE~ .a vuv 7TO£
~ I ,.. "(} " , ..I.!\ ,.. ('" ,

OUp.,EV, TO aK07T€W ° EV av aa-ra.l\€La TOt~ OOO£7TO
" I I , "', , t,.. " 

POtS ELY]; Kat yap TOVTOL~ OOTEOV Ta aVTWV OVTW 
'Y ,., 'i:' I " " I t: J. ''i:' R'"

I-'EtsW 7TOLEW, E7TEWY] 'T'aU'T'a aVTOV~ Ta ~"rtoLa t'0WV 
, \ \ I , , I , _ ,,..!!\ 

'TE a7Ta/\/\u,TTEL Kat apOTpov KaL a7Topas KaL TWV a.I\
'\ " II ...., I , J.' I 
I\WV TWV 7TEpL T'1]V yY]V 7TOVWV Kat TaX€(j)S "f'EpEL TO 
'\,.. '\ \' ., 'i.' " , " 

7TI\OVTELV. 36. a/\/\ Lap.,Ev o'fJ 'T'Y]v TE KWp.,Y]V EKEL
, \, ,.,..., ~,t.' ,..I 

V1Jv KaL 'T'O EV aVTT/ YEVOS W~ Efi,EK07TY] I-'EXpL 'TWV 
• , \ 'i:' ' \(} , " ,

EV yal\aK'Tt 7TaWLWV 7TpOEI\ OVTOS TOV 7TVpO~, 7TPO' 'I' ,,' a '\ ,ff "'\
VOY] eEV'TO~, oLp.,aL, TOV TOTE t'aa'I\EWS' 07TWS p.,'Yj 7TurlLV 
, ..I.' ''i:' \ • ~ I '" I " ..I.'ava-rvaETa£ TO OEWOV EKE£JIO yEVO~. oLa TOV'TO -rE-:

A' I, t I \ I ;'III"" 

povaaL 'T'a(..~ ayKal\aL~ aL fJyrEpE~ Ta 'TEKVa 'TaLS TWV 
'i:' I I, (}" "", \ ..1.\1
OY]p.,LWV XEpa£v EW OVV'T'O p.,ET opY1J~ E£~ 'T''fJV -r/\oya. J 

1 (ixwlI) conj. Re., F.: OV conj. Sintenis. 
2 d.o'K~aE'S- QUK EWES; Re. (~fSS. except BM): ~8lKE'S- QUK. 

Et3ES F. (BM). . I 
a Marathocupreni, punished so by Valens in A.D. 869. 
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ORATION XLVIII, 33-36 

is bad because it has been badly got. 34. Why! if 
you refuse to sit at the bedside of your poor, ailing 

i mother, whose sole solace lies in her son, and instead 
make your way. to woodlands, gardens and flowers, 
and have a good time there, and then are judged as 
basely neglectful of the mother that bore you, tell 
me, will the fact that these pursuits are more pleas
ant than such attendance save you? You black
guard, you had eyes for one thing only, your own 
enjoyment: did you not foresee your baseness? 
or that>-care for your ailing mother was better than 
lolling among flowers? 

35. This then should not be our concern, whether 
the evasion of civic duty is less burdensome than its 
performance, but whether the performance is more 
responsible than the evasion. If the arguments of 
these people hold good, why don't we follow the 
lead of the bandits who have closed the highways 
by the murders they commit, and give up our present 
activities of ensuring protection for wayfarers? 
Indeed we ought to allow them to increase their 
possessions in this way, for it is their daggers that 
rescue them from their oxen, their plough, the seed
time and all the labours of the land and quickly 
bring them wealth. 36. But we know how that village 

...·.' and its entire population was cut down, right to the 
babes at the breast, and how it was consumed by fire, 
since the ruling emperor took pains, I feel, to ensure 
that that terrible brood should never sprout again.aI

'1 H th .• '.1 .1.. • t.. t... • +1-.'.••.. ence grile mohtners, Wltn thlleu"" uRfules In ~..elr arms; 
were an . y t rust by the dan s 0 executioners into 

·... was able to cite this passage of Libanius in his1 Valesius 
explanatory note on the passage of Ammianus (28.2. 11), a. 
century before the first publication of the speech. 
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LIBANIUS 

, ~ \ \ f "'" 'r \" I J/ ,,,1
€L Of. TO aVTWV E7TOWVV OUTOL KaL €Y€Wpyovv, OUT 
,\ '\ I -"'," III " av E7TI\OVTOVV KaKWS OUT av a7TEUV1jO'KOV. OVTW 
'" \ \ \ A "D '''' I0'1] KaL 7TEpt TOV 7TapOV'TOS. ytYVEO'UW TtS EVoaLfLwv 
"" "'''' '" "'\ \ \ '" , ,oLKaLOS WV, aOLKWV oE KaL KaTa TOVTO to'XVWV 
" '" , , J.. '\ "" I t\, "\
UTTW Of.K'1]V 0't'€I,I\WV 'T'1]S UTXVOS. 1JV €t KaT aUTO 

TOI 80vaO'BaL fL~ OLOol1JJ fLEt~6vws KaKooatp,wv ~ €l 
• I \ '" I
V7T€O'X'1]K€ L T1JV OLK1JV. 

37. N A~LOV o~ P.'1]OE ;KEtVO 7Tapf.A(lt'iv 7ToM~v €XOV 
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J.. I , I ,. I • ~ ''''' " 
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A I \ , A' J! , I 
KaKOV fLETEXOVTES. KaL OU TOUT EO''Tt TO X€tptO'TOV, 

1) .. ). \" <I '" , " 0 ~\ \ I' " \, n. 546 a/l/\ OTL TWV p'EV aVTOL KaTafJaI\I\ET€ 'T'1]v TtP,'1]V, TO, 

~\ A , '" 't." \ \ I ,
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, I 'Y".... Q \ I f

EKELVWV Tpa7TEf.:,as TOLS TWV fJOVI\f.VOVTWV KT'1]fLaO'L. 
" " , .... "'0 \ I () I ,

Kav aypov ns aUTWV TOU fJOVI\€VOV'TOS avp,aO'TI KaL 
"" .... () , Y , "" '\() " 
01,0, TOV avp.a':;,€LV EtS TO Epav 7TpOEI\ TI, TaXV TO 
11 IlJ' t \ " \ ""
f.PYOV 7TPO(JETEU'1] , Kat 0 fLEV 1JvaYKaU'TaL 7TWI\EtV, 

'" 1;\' " " Y 38' "" '" T€p of. ETOLfLoV ayopaf.:,Ew. • 01, OE' TOVTO KaTa
1. t ' ! 'Y " " 7Tpw;aV'TE'S '1]pt(JT€VK€Vat, T€ VOp,Lf.:,OUO'L Kat. p,Eya Tf.L

t .... () 13' ,,' I
XOS aUTOLS 7TpOO'TE ELKEvaL T1JV TWVEWV1jP.€VWV 

I ,.",.", 8' • , I '" xapLV. EtT aVTOt.S €7TL Tas vpaSOU'1]p,f.paL tpOtTWO'L 
, \ {)'" "\ .... tI J..I

Kat. 1TapaKOI\OV OV(JW E'7TL Tas TWV t1T1TWV 't'a7:/las 
" (\ ".. , """ ,.., () .... ,

Kava TWV OLKE'TWV €O'n 7TOLEtV €7TLTax WO'L , yEy'1]

BaO'LV. O[ p.wBo~ OE TOVTWV ~ayf.tv I mEtvI p.EBv

1 ~v fEl KaT' am-o TO F. (PB): ~V[Ka T' (T€ IM t Bong.) am-ijI 
Tip (TE I) Bong., Re. (other 11188.). 

2 (TO) Macarius; conj. Re. t F. . .a 'lTEP£TEtJEud:vaL F•.. 

a Of. OT.~: 8t 49.s.' In O. Th.: i~. 3. 1 (of A.D•. ~86) .th~ 
, 

sale of curial.land .is forbidden, except with the governor's 
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ORATION XLVIII, 36-38 

the flames. But if they did their duty and tilled 
their land, they would not amass ill-gotten gains, 
nor would they be executed. So surely in the 
present instance. Good luck to the man who abides 

,by the law, but if he does not, and gains power 
thereby, he should realize that he ought to be pun
ished for his power. And if, by reason of his very 
influence, he remains unpunished, then he is more 
ill-starred than if he had paid the penalty. 

37. Yet another matter, that gives much cause for 
complaint, should not remain unmentioned. You, 

, , who have the ability to do so, provide no assistance 
,.' 

, 
, 

to those who need it. Rather, they sell their posses
sions through lack of supporters, and you view such 
sales with equanimity, for you, of course, have no 
part, in their troubles. And that is not the worst of 
it, either a: in some cases, you personally put down 
the money, in others you stand in for persons of 
influence and curry favour at their tables by means 
of the property of the councillors. If any of them 
admires a councillor's estate, and proceeds from ad
miration to desire, it is no sooner said than done: 
the councillor is forced to sell, and he is all in readi;.. 
ness to buy. 38. And those who have managed the 
affair think they have done a fine job, and believe 
that they have gained for themselves considerable 
additional protection, in the shape of the purchasers' 
support. Then they haunt their doors every day, 
escort them to the stables and are cock-a-hoop, even 
if bidden to perform any menial service. And their .,1·," 

., 	 reward for this is to be dined and wined, to get 
permission (ib'ld. ~ of A.D. 423 explicitly names theprincipales 
as the guilty parties in such sales). For the continuance of 
such sales cf. Or. 47. 18, ~2, 34; 52.33. 
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f)A f3 f)" I <;' '" "t T 1
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I ,,, 'c ' "'\ I' 1
7'Llla av7'WV €s aYTI 7"fJS' '1TOI\f.WS', 7TEO'OV7'ES' €£S' YOVV 
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'TWV OfLOO'K'1]VWV OEVOPo., 7'OV Ko.7'a7TOl\€fLOvv7'a 7'1Jv
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't'I'\ I "''' ..., III

oVOE aI\EK7'pVOVa 7'TI 7'WV IIE07'7'WV Em7'Wep,evov 
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'\"11 \ ~ 1 \ 1 '" \
a'1TOI\I\VV'Tas 7'OVS O€v7'EpOVS Kat 7'p/'7'OVS. 0 KaKOII 

" " <:.' <:.' 1 \ ~I ,.
fLEV f.0'7'L 'TO£S 7TPOOLOOp,EVO£S J KaKOV oE 'TOtS 7TPO

o£oovO'tV. iv ydp au7'o!:s 7'ol:s OOKOVO'L KEP0Ea£V ~ 

f3\ 'f3 ,\ 'fJ "fJ I <:.' ... ., ,.... fJ 
1\0.. 'fJ. 7J 7TOVEV O£EaVE 7'011 07JfLoV OV7'WS E7T'1]pvat 
I' \ I \ ".,., \ "\ \ '\ \ \Kat aO'El\yatVeLV Kat, 7Tapo£vew; EW 7'a al\l\Ct. al\l\a 

., "'J,."'''' a f J,. I , 'I
Evayxos ol.as ao.r'fJKav €II 7't.p uEa7'Pep o.rwvas, E'1TEL 

1 Sla1TOwav conj. Re., Cobet, F.: Of!I]'1TO'rE{av Bong., Re. ..1•.: 
text (MSS.). .. 

a P~"..o;'h;hl no( n.... lQ lQ'il (,Tol I p. 3·66 n) .,:L ,iVY',""!...,,l,,», VJ' VI • .t.\J• .LV'Y f' • t. • • <~ 

b e~g. the angariae of Or. 50. For the nuisances attendant 
on such redevelopmentcf. Or. 2.54 ff. t 50.31; .and for the 1 
affront to sentiment, Or. 46. 44. 
454 

http:KE'f'atl.TI
http:1TOI\f.WS


:: .. 	 ORATION XLVIII, 88-40 

drunk . and . to oppress the needy. And should 
Fortune send any of their patrons from the city, 
they fall at their knees, beg them to stay and swindle 

, 	 the city of Fortune's gift. And then they straight
away invite them to build; and-like bitch copying 
mistress a-they go in for building themselves. This 
involves a swarm of troubles for all the tradesmen, b 

and the amenities enjoyed by the city from its 
gardens are ruined: everywhere there is masonry, 
timbers and builders. 

89. And then you are surprised that the governors, 
when they know all this, insult you! What should 
they do, then? Respect and honour people who have 
abased themselves? Just see how you have ruined 
the council's prestige. How could a magistrate have 
any respect for the lackey of any Tom, Dick or 
Harry, one who has made him a present of his com
rades' orchards ana who behaves as an enemy of 
the council of which he personally has been set as 
a member. 40. You would not enjoy seeing a bull 
goring his cows, a ram butting his lambs or a cock
erel attacking his poor little chicks. Nor should 
you in the council enjoy seeing the highest class of 
members destroying those of the second and third 
class. c This is bad for the betrayed, and for the be
trayers, for in the seeming gain itself disaster lies . 

. Or 	how do you think it is that the commons gives 
itself such airs and behaves with such outrage and 
insubordination? Aside from all else, just consider 
the abuse they recently uttered in the theatre when 

C On the three classes in the curia c/. 01'. 11. 144. 49. S if., 
and Introduction, p. 411 f. The subject is discussed by Petit 
(pp. 85 t.), Liebeschuetz (pp. 170 if.), and Norman (J.R.S. 
xlviii, pp. 79 ff.). 
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LIBANIUS 

fL~ xpva-{ov EUe/WS EtXE T~S Tpa:y<potas dfJo~s V7TO"; F 44~' 
KPL'M]S. ~.\7T£{OV yap vfLas UtyV Kat TaUTa OtUEW 

, ...." 'Y "" t. .OV KaKWS EI\7T£",OVTES. OVKOVV eypv~aTE.' II ,." \ f... , ...41. r EVEUuE TOtVVV afLE£Vovs fLEV vfLwV aVTWV, 
ttl ~'A I l' ,.",.., "'" ,
ofLOtOt oE TOLS 7TaTpauLv OLS Tavs E7T£ TWV apxwv Kat"f ... I'll"KaTa7Tl\fJTTEW V7T1JPXE. YEVEUUE TOtS 7TEVEUTEPO£S 

TroV EV T'fl POV.\fj .\LfLlvES Kat fLL~ yvdJJLTJ Ta UVfL
,/..,' 'r"'" l , I'f'EpOVTa Kat '"TJT€tT€ Ka£ 7TpaTT€TE. Ka~ TO ~VOS 

> (j' , , e \ \ \ 
f 

t~ 
TLVOS aya OV KO£VOV KEKpLG W Kat TO OVaXEp€S WU

I (.... , I , ,\ 1\ 1 \ f 
aVTWS. WS VVV "IE €1TLXaLPOfLEV al\/\TJl\otS, Kat ot 

\ 'Y t ~ \ ... ~ \ f... " 
fL€V m€l,:,ovutV, Ot o€ KaTapWVTaL. fLTJO€V VfLW ECTTW
,/.., a I ... \ I~ .....~" 1
'f'OtJEpWTEpOV TOV TTJV 1TaTp£oa KaKOVV fLTJO aVTOS 

ofe'avaTos. 

R .. 'A '" , 1 e I ,\ \ a \ 1 "11.548 42. JiI\I\ ayEu W TLS E7T£ TO tJ0VI\€U€W, KUV
'\ \' \' a \ \ I ,t '" 

fL€I\/\TJ TO TLVOS I\V7TfJU€LV tJal\/\aVTtOv. oUX OpaT€
\ A I t _, \ , 't ... ~..... \ \ I

TO'll TJTOtO'll WS Kat\a 7T€pt aVTOV otfJy€tTUt 11'01\/\0.
\ M "M' \ 'I \KLS, TOV aKpEVT£OV, TOV aTEpvov, TOV oVI\£a

, ''\''''\ '\ 't' I \,VOV, 7TOI\/\OUS al\/\OVS, Tas V7T€P TOVTWV 7TpOS TOVS 
\ 1 (\ , 'Y' I _,\, ~\ 

UTpaTTJYOVS fLaxas as OVK al,:,fJfLLOVS' fLEV, Kat\as oE,tf " r ' '" " ~ A ,

Kat OVTWS EVOfLLI:JEV; TL TOLOVTOV ~UT£V VfLLV E£S 
,/..,\ I , '" 2 \ '" .... t 1 3' 
'f'£l\oTtfL£av E7Ta£pov; 7TEp£ TOU TWV VfLf.Tf.PWV €V 

, ~ '.1, 1 " I
avvOUGLa£s oLaTpt'fETE; TWOS fLVfJfLoVEVOVT€S afLE£

VOVS' Eiva£ 86~ET€; vtKaS' fLEV 'O.\vfLlmKaS OUK F 44 
'''' ,~" __ \ I \ \ IJ. ,~\ 1 ' 
f.P€tTE OVOE atXfLat\WTOVS Kat I\a'f'vpa' E£ oE fLTJT€ 

,.,... I A,.. I f)

EKEtVa fLfJTE TaVTa, T<P 7TOTE XPTJGEG E; 


Q M' t '" " , " .... t4v. fJ VfLEtS "IE) fLTJ fLEXPL 7TaVTOS' E7T£ TWV TJfLap

1 &'AA~AO£S conj. Re., F.: a'uotS' Bong., Re. text (10155.). 

2 J1T!lipov Re., F.: ETa.'ipO£ Bong. (M5S.). 


3 V(.'fTEPWII F. (M): ~(.'fTEPWII Bong., Re. (other M58.). 
 I 
a Of. Or. 49. 19, Ep. 1365. In A.D. 868, during the 

campaign of curial recruitment instituted by Julian, he had 
been instrumental in recalling to the council the three 
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some' iniserable ',actor did, not get a gold piece Jor 
his performance- on, the spot. '. They expected that 
you would put up even with this in silence, and their 
expectation was not ill-founded. You never made 
a murmur ! 

41. So reform yourselves: be like your fathers 
who had it in them even to inspire alarm in the 
governors. Be for the poorer members of the council 
havens of refuge, and with unanimity of purpose 
seek the proper course and act upon it. Let the 
individual's good fortune be regarded as the good 
fortune of all alike; similarly, his ill-fortune. As 
things are we exult over one another. One section 
is oppressive: the other qurses them for it. Let 
nothing be more fearsome to you than to harm your 
native city, not even death itself. 

42. Let there be recruitment to the position of 
councillor, even if it is likely to hurt the pocket of 
one or two people. Don't you see Letolus and the 
fine stories he often tells of himself-of Macrentius, 
Maternus, Julianus and a host of others, and the 
battles on their account that he fought against the 
generals, battles that he regarded as honourable, 

I 

4 ' though he did not emerge unscathed? a What such 
example can you show to spur you to rival this? 
On which of your number will you dilate in your 
clubs? What can you call to mind for you to be 
thought superior? You win not cite Olympic victo
ries nor yet the prisoners and spoils of war! and 
failing the one and the other, what on earth can you 
use? 

4<;1 ,.., • 't d t, • J. '+h . o. :;0 don', on t remaIn conten" Wh 1 your mlS

fugitive decurions here named, who had enlisted and were 
serving as army officers. 
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LIBANIUS 

I I '\ \' "\ '~I , 8 I 
TTJfLEVWV fL€V€T€, aN\a atUS' fL€V opvoS', a1T'O €fL€VOt 
i;" \ \ \ \ I \ I ~ 't. 1\. \ 
OE TTJV 7TOI\I\'1}V TaVTTJV fLUI\UKLUV O€L~UTE 1T'Ul\tV TTJV 

~OVA~V dv8ovauv. 

a Proverbial, cf. Paroem. Gr. (ed. Leutsch-Schneidewin), 



ORATION XLVIII, 43 

takes for all time. Enough is enough (J,! Cast off this 
excessive slackness and reveal the council in its prime 
once again. 

i, p. 4!Z (=Zenob. !Z. 40, et al.), of the progress of man from 
his primitive acorn-eating state. 

1 
I 
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XLIX 

IlPO:E TON BA:EIAEA 
TilEP TnN BOTAnN 

R .. 7 T" I "R \.... I ,.... \ \ F n. 5 0 1. 0 p..EV (Jov, W ,.,a(JLI\€V, p..EpOS Kat 'TOV p..E'Ta (JE 
A "\ \ " 'A.. 1 " ,'TOLS' aN\OLS' apXOV(JW €.,..E(J77]KO'TOS , t7TaV7JKOV(JLV tiS'
\ 'OCR \ \ \, , 0 \ "t'"'To, 7TPO(J EV at ,.,Ov/\ut Kat 'TOV av'TWV apt p..OV EXOV(JL, 

\~, .... , , .... R \ , 1\ .... 
7Tupa oE 'TWV €V av'Tcp ,.,OVI\€VELV KEKW/\V'TaL 'TOV'TO 

\" "0..... \, ~ I '" (/fI
7TpOS €pyov £/\ EW, W(J'Tt (JE p..EV oLKaLWS av a7TaV'TES' 

, A \ \" " t'l \
€7TaLVOLp..EV Kat 'TOV V7Tapxov, €KHVOVS OE KaL p..L

'" , \ t I 0 \ t't'l t"
(JOLP.EV Kat KaKOVS 7JYOLP.E u Kat ULoovras ULK7JV 
(~I ""t' "~,.... I 1 ,

7JOEWS av LOOLp..EV. EL yap o7J 'TOV'TO YEVOL'TO, 'Tax 
"" , I \ ..... , I '" \ 
av 7J 'TLp.wpLa 7TaV(JELE 'To, VVV evavrLOvp.Eva rn 7Tapa 

(JOV 'TaLS' {3ovIAaLS {301}Ot:iq.. 'TOV'TWV OOV eLV€Ka Kai F
'" 0....., \ ~.... '0 \t...'TOV p..a €LV a7TavraS' WS' 'TOLS' (JOt OOKOV(JLV EV VS' 

aKOAovOELV agLOv1 opyfj 'TV 7TPO(J1}KoV(Jll1>atvov XpdJ
, .... , 't " (J fI

p..EVOS Ka'Ta 'TWV OVK a!:.LOvvrwv apx€CJ aI., WS' 
~'" I 1 A.. \ '" Io av yevOL'TO aOL (Ja.,..ES 'TO KELVWV KaKovpY7Jp.a, 

I " 0 ' t" ~ Ip..LKpOV avw €V ap~ap.EVOS OL1}Y7J(Jop.aL. 

2. "Hv(Jovv at {3ovAal. 7TaAaL 'TaiS' 7T6A€(JLV a7Ta
\,.,." .....,., Q \" , ,,...

(JatS', Kat TJV 1} 'TE Y7J 'TWV ,.,Ov/\€vovrwv Kal. 'TWV yE 
, .... t R'A I " '" t I \ 

O~KUJJV a~ ,-12'. .7'WVS Km XPTJfLa7'a "!7v €Kaa7'!p Kat 
, 1 \"\ 1\ " ''''''~ \ R \ ...7Tap aM7J/\WV €yap..ovv Kat, TJV EVoaLp.DV 'TO ,.,OVI\7JS' 

/I Or. 49 F. Or. 50 Re. 
b The praetorian prefect (1'6V VUv v11'apXOvt Tatianust § Si)t 

sharply distinguished from his Christian predecessor, Cyn
egius. named in § 3. C C/. Or. 2. 35 f .• 48. 30 n, 
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ORATION 49 a 

TO THE EMPEROR, 
FOR THE CITY COUNCILS 

1. As far as concerns you, Sire, and the official who, 
subordinate to yourself, is in charge of all other 
governors,b the city councils have returned to their 
pristine state and possess their full complement of 
members; but this has been prevented from being 
put into practice by those who actually hold the posi
tion of councillor. Thus, while rightly commending 
the prefect and yourself, we should loathe them, 
regard them as rascals and gladly see them punished. 
If this were to happen, the punishment perhaps 

8 
would put an end to the opposition that your efforts 
to assist the city councils encounter. So for their 
sake and so that aU may know that your decrees 
must be followed without delay, use, for all to see, 
your wen-merited anger against those who refuse 
to be subjects. And that their misconduct may be 
made clear to you, I will begin my account with a 
brief recapitulation of recent history. 

2. In times past the councils used to flourish in 
every city. The lan.d and better-class houses used 
to belong to the councillors, and everyone of them 
had money: they would intermarry, and to be a 
member of the council was to be well-to-do. c That 
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LIBANIUS 

A tI I " , \ \ 
JL€'T'aaX€tv. OV'T'W 'TOLVVV ExovaaS aV'T'as 1Tapal\a-

R ii. 571 {3c6v 'TLS {3aatA€VS XdpOVS ~1Tot'rJaEV I dMotS 'TE OVK 
", \ "" f-l..' t ... '" Ol\tyms Kat 171 yE V't' av'T'OV 1TE1TOt7Jp.€V'[J 1TOM£. 

e ... , ,... \ " J..II~ 
'T€ 	VEW'TOS 'TOWVV aV'TOV 'TOV 1TOIl€JLOV 'rJO'rJ 1T€'t'V

, \ IT \ \ \ \', ...
'TEVKO'TOS 'TOV EpatKOV 'Ta 1T€pt 'TOV 1TOIlEfLOV TOU

, " Q ,,, ", 8' " 'TOV 1TpaYWl'Ta 'Tats fJovllatS EIlVfL'rJva'TO Ka EKa
, ,)I ,." """ """" \aTOV aV'Tas E'TOS E1Tt 'TO XEtpOV aYOV'Ta 'TWV E1Tt 'T'OV 

TtYP'rJ'Ta 1TEfL1TOfLlvwv {30VAEV'TWV TatS JK€£ {3Aaflats 
\ "" " f~" tt" f 'f}'Ta 1Ta'Tp4!a 1TWIlOVV'TWV. at 0 OVK OLO 01T0 EV 

tf 'A ( ~I '"' \ Q ' 
'rJKOV'TES EWJlOVll'T'O PCfotWS YEWpYOVV'T'ES 'Ta fJaat-

AEta. 3. TOV'T' dJga'To Avaat TO KaKOV 'lovAl-avos 
t a . \ I ... '"\ ~ e' l' '" Io 	fJaatilEVS, TOVT EI\VaE OVVTJ EtS, OtS 'rJV K'T'rJfLa'Ta 

' t , "" -l.. , \ ~ 
Ka8 EKaaT7JV 1TOlltV Eyypa't'Wv 1T1l'rJV KOfLtv" '7WWV 
"\' ,,1' " .\,.., \ "1 -'\
olltyWV. T7JS OVJI EKEtvOV TEIlEVT7JS E1Tt TaV'T'a 1TWHV , 

TaS fiovAdS a1TEVEy !KOVOTJS, JLa.A.Aov oJ Els 1ToAV F4a, 
-l.. \ I \ \ \ ... , I ,.. Q \ I '-l..' 
't'aVlloTEpa Kat 1TOIlll'rJS a1TO 'TWV fJOVIlEV'T'rJptWV E't' 
f' QI I '" -l..... \... ,
E'TEpOVS fJtOVS Yl-YVOfL€VTJS TTJS 't'vy'rJS Kat 'T'WJI 1TO

AEWV TE'T'a1T€I,JlwfL€JlWJI 'T'1£j 'T'WV {3ovAwv oX~fLa'TL 
'TWV aAAwv «KOAov80vv'T'wJI ~AY'rJaas fLtJl «,levs 'TOU 

I l' Q ,\ ... \ \ K' $I" \
1TpaYJLa'T'os, W fJaO'tIlEV, Kat 'TOJ! VV'rJ'YtOJI E'T' E1Tt 

... ~, I, 'f} I' I .1, ~ ...R ii. 572 'T'WJ! O€'rJO'EWJ! TE'T'aYfLEJlOV 4!'rJ 'rJs EK1TEfL't'a, oEW 
... , " ,'t \, \I I 

'T'OV'T'O fLoJloV EPYOV E~OJlTa 1'E Kat taUop,€JlOV, TfPW 

1 1'abrci Bong., Re., F.: 1'llvra MSS. 

, 

a Constantine. 
b For the beginning of the Persian war under Constantine 

and its continuance under Constantius cf. Or. 18. 206 if.• J 

59. 66 if. .,'·1: 

C On the distress caused both in Antioch ahd in Euphra '\ 
'.tensis by the Persian wars of Constantius' reign cj. Or. 1'1. 19, 

and Liebeschuetz. pp. 162 f. The duty of provisioning the 
fortress at Callinicum then (Ep. 21) is matched by the duty 
462 

:... 



ORATION XLIX, ~-3 

was their situation when a certain emperor took 
them over, but by various acts of policy, not least 
by the foundation of his new capital, he brought 
them low.a And after his death, when he had already 
sown the seeds of the Persian war,b the troubles 
connected with this war wrought havoc with the 
councils, and every year caused a deterioration in 
them,since councillors sent to the Tigris were forced, C 

by the losses there fncurred, to sell their family 
property. And purchasers flocked in from heaven 
knows where, since they were comfortably reaping 
the harvest of office in the imperial administration. 
3. It was the emperor Julian's prayer to remove this 
evil, and remove it he did when he came to power, 
for, with very few exceptions, he enrolled men of 
substance in every city.a His death reduced the 

. councils to their previous situation, or rather to one 
~. far worse: desertions of the council chamber for 

other kinds of career became common, and the cities 
were abased, since the other classes took their cue 
from the situation to be found in the councils. So 
you were rightly displeased at the state of affairs, 
Sire, and thought to send out Cynegius, at the time 
officer in charge of petitions, with this as his sole 
duty, to rectify the situation./) However, before 
of provisioning Barbalissos in more recent years (cf. Or. 
28. 16). 

d Of. Or. 18. 146 If., 48. 17. O. Th. 12. 1. 52-54 (E.L.F. 
Nos. 119, 120, 127). 

f Cynegius (PLRE 235 (3)), Quaestor Sacri Palatii in 
',1.., A.D. 883 (bTL TWV S~~(]fWV TfTayp.&Ov), was appointed Praeto

rian Prefect in the next year, engaged on this mission of 
cnrial recruitment. For his meeting with Libanius in Antioch 

.1.......' oj. Or.!. 231, and for a discussion of the various shifts of 
policy during this tour of the East cf. Petit, Byzanti01t, xxi, 
pp. 295 If.' 463 
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LIBANIUS ' 

OE ~ 'TOV'TO '!TpaxBijva£1 Y€VOp,EVOV V'!TapxOV 6K€

AeVES p.,EXP£ TOV NElAOV xwpetv EXOVTa Kat 'TOVTO 
, , 'J...' \ \, , "~I

€V '!TPOVOtCf p.,'fjoEva a'iAEVat '!Tapa 'TO €V apXTJ yEyE,.. e (~\, ,.. ~ 1 J... \ ,
V'fjO at. 0 DE XEtPWV 'T'fjS '!TPOOoOKtaS 'f'av€ts Kat 

'\ \, \ I "'t. "'" " ,p.,Eyalla p.,EV a'!TEtll'fjoas, oEtsaS' OE a Kav awxvv
lJ I ,.... r I \,..... I ..... 

U€t'fj 'TLS Et'!TeW1 a'!T'Top.,EVOS' p.,ev €V TTJ '!TOPEtCf 'TOV 
, ,~ \ '{j 'a ('

'11payp.,aTOS, EV DE p.,aTatOtS UOpVfJOtS tOTap.,evos, 
" \ 1'~ \ N "\ " ,,\ '\ \OVTW p.,EV ELUE 'TOV EMOV , OV'TW DE 'lTalltV TOV 

B' J... '" \ ~ ~I 1OO'!TOpOV1 'f'pOVWV p.,EV WS O"f) 'TL '!TE'!TOt'fjKWSJ '!TE

\ ~\ '''' '!TOt'fjKWS OE OVOEV. 

K > 	 I '" '\1 (ll'4. 	 aKEtvcp p.,EV av 'TLS EYKaIlW€tE PCfVVp.,U;LV,
\ ,,\ ... a \ " 1 ., J... I ,...\ 1

'!TEpt DE TWV fJOVIlEV'TWV 'TL 'TLS av 'f'1JOEtE TWV olltywv
• a 	 \ {jl 1 {j \ 1 , \ 'i' ",

OV fJOVII'fjUEV'TWV yEv~wuat '!TIIEWVWV; 'TL yap "f}V O'fj 

TWV 'ToflTo ~ovAop.,lvwv; iKE'TEVOat, oaKpVoat, OE'fj

Oijvat, '!TWErvels yovv, ~oijoat TO. TWV d8tKOVp.,€VWV, 

R .. ,,, , ,,,' , .,\ , a '\ I I 
11. 	5'13 av'TOV p.,EVEtV Et'!TEtV €L p.,1] 'TLS EIIKWV EKfJallOt. TOV- '. 

'TWV I o13oEV '!Tapa TWV oAlywv, dA,\' €KA~e'rJ 'TLS, F 4~' 
\ (I " \ (I '\\ 1 '( ,

Kat P'fj'TWP EYJ'VS Kat p'fjp.,a'Ta OU nO/l/la, Kat 'fj 

a~EOtS EinE-fO Kat O'OE a~wvo,. 5. E'TL 'To{vvv 'lTOA

AOVS p.,EV npo TOVOE TOV KatpOV 'lTapE'ioav avvaywvt-
Y' \\ \ ~\ ,,, 1 l' a
,=>Op.,EVOVS, nO/l/lovs OE p.,ETa TOVTOV 'lTOOWV, W fJaot-

AEV, '!Tap' vp.,wv a.~'KVOVp.,€VWV ypap.,p.,chwv o'naoas 
, 	 1 ".",),. , I'R ii. 574 aVatpOuVTWV 'TOtS aotKWS 'f'EVYOVOt 'Tas KQ:ra-

J... 1 " I),. 'i'.(; ,,,,,..,,
'f'uyas. 'Tap.,Ev yE 'f'1]OLV' 1]Pf, as Kat OLa TOU'T OUK 
't." \ ,.. ,,, " \ l{j ~ 
astOts IlEtTOVpyEW; OVKOVV au'TOS p.,EV KaUEVoE, 
" , '" '" ~ \ \ I I ~ \ \ • " ota OE 'TOV natoOS 'To. npOO1JKOVTa nOtEt. (},/III OVK 

d 'lTaTijp ~ Buya'TEpWV p.,6vwv; av8pa 'TLvd '!Td

a By his growing concentration upon the suppression of ';: 
,
·1.·,·'pagan rituals, which stimulated violent reaction. , 

b e.g. in the cases of Eutropius (Or. 4. 20) and Silvanus 
(Or. 38. 20). 
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any action was instituted, he was appointed Prae
torian Prefect and you ordered him to go on circuit 
as far as the Nile, one item. of his programme being 
to excuse no one from curial duty on the grounds of 
past service in the administration. He most obvi~ 
ously fell short of what was expected of him and, 
for all his bombast, the results he produced were 
hardly worth the mention. Although he tackled 
the business during his tour, he became the centre 
of pointless disturbances/' and such was the back
ground of his trip to the Nile and of his return to the 
Bosporus. He put on the air of having done some~ 
thing special, whereas he had done nothing. 

4. He could be criticized for inefficiency, but what 
is one to say of the councillors, that handful who 
refused to increase their numbers? What was the 
behaviour to be expected of people who really wanted 
that to happen? Why! pleading, weeping and 
prayer, falling at his knees, crying aloud their pro
testations of injury, and threatening not to budge 
unless forcibly thrown out. Our handful did none 
of this, but when a recruit was nominated, up popped 
a lawyer, and after the exchange of a word or two, a 
notice of release: followed-and they stayed dumb 
throughout.a 5. Bellides, both before this opportunity 
and after it they have allowed many of their cronies 
to get away, despite'the many dispatches emanating 
from you, Sire, that deprive illegal absconders of 
aU means of escape. One dispatch states, " Have 

:,'1'.,', you been a governor, and is that the reason for your 
refusal to perform civic duties? Then stay in retire
ment yourself and do your duty by means of your 
son. You have no children? or daughters only? 
Then get some man to undertake the title and the 
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LIBANIUS 

t \0 "''' I I 11 1\' \ 
aas V7T€1\ €tV 'TOVVOfLa KaL 'TO EPYOV 7TaMV av'TOS 

'0 8 ,.. '" 1\ I ,fKa €V E 'TOO'OV'TOV fLOVOV 'TTJ 7TOI\Et 7TapEXWV, ava
\1 ,..,,,, \\ "" \ '" \
I\LaKWV. 'Tav'T EO'nv EV 7TOl\l\atS E7TLa'TOl\atS Kat , 'f , ., \ \ , ''I \
'TOV'TWV ')IE €V E'TEpms E'TEpa KaMtW JLEt':,W 'T7}V 

a.7T6B€ttLV EXOV'Ta TI}S a7TOVO~S ii 7TEpt 'TaS ~OVAaS 
I 6 \~, \1 / , ,~\ \

KEXP1]aat. • 'Tavn DE I\EyEt n; €L Kat uta 7T0A

AWV apxwv a4>'igat Kat K~PVKES ~yoVV'T6 aov Kat 
• ~~ - \ .J.. I \ f ~ 1 \pafJOOVXOL KaL J.LaanY0't'opOL Kat 1]J.L€POOpoJ.LO£ Kat, 

,.. I I ,/..' I , A 

a'TpanwTat nVES KaL aOL 'TP0't'1] yEyOVEV €K 'TOV 
Q \' " 1]sEtS"l' " • O'€ Kaf)'W''T1}O'W 0t/",aatl\EWS OtKOV, OJLWS 01,

\ 'f \ f, """I
7TaTr)p KaL 1] JL1]T1]P Kat 01, 'TOVTWV YOVELS. Kav 
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1 StKatws F.: 3t1calo,s Bong., Re. (MSS.). 

a The legislation here mentioned is that of O. Th. 1ft. 1. 
106-111, 118, whereby decurions were admitted into the 
Senate without being freed from the membership and obliga
tions of their city council. By this shift of policy, sons or 
substitutes are no longer acceptable for the performance of 
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ORATION XLIX, 5-7 


actual performance, and once again retire, and for 
the service of the city provide just the expenses." 
This is the gist of many of your rescripts. In others 
there are more notable statements still, which pro
vide more important indication of your support for 
the councils. 6. Their contents are as follows: "Even 
if you have proceeded through a stIing of offices, 
and if heralds preceded you, and lictors, attendants, 
couriers and soldiers, and if you have been paid 
from the imperial purse, you will still go to the 
station where your father and mother and their 
forebears set you. And if you mention your' of
fices, you call upon a source of aid that avails you 
nothing/' a 7. Such is the policy you have instituted, 
but theirs, instead of sending envoys to crown the 
head b that shows such concern for the councils, 
instead of claiming immediately what has been 
restored to them and not allowing the governors to 
dally or to oblige with dilatoriness those persons 
who are the target of the rescripts, instead of forcing 
them to abide by your just decisions and causing 
them alarm for any slackness on this issue-instead 
of doing all this and yet more, they proceeded to 
allow some to live in the manner they used to live 
before, while against others they uttered no word 
of complaint, whether serious or not, although they 
had good grounds for frankness. They would com
plain when the concession was not forthcoming from 

I 
, you, but they refused to keep it when they could. 

When you did not make them a concession, they 

curial duties in their place, and honorati remain eligible for 
the liturgies. 

b The aurum coronaritlm was required in .A.D. 388, on the 
occasion of the imperial anniversaries. 
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1 TOtaiiTa Bong., Re. (MSS.): ToaaiiTa F. 

G The principalBs, cf. Dr. 48. 40. 
b OJ. Or. 48. 3, and Introduction, p. 416 f. 
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claimed to be ill-used: when you did, they would 
not apply it. What they said they needed came 
into their hands, and they rej ected it. 

S. What I have said is barely credible, and the 
full story is no different. Their behaviour is just 
like that of a poor man who prays for a treasure 
from Zeus, and then finds it while he is digging his 
land and runs away from what has been given him. 
What then is the reason for this? In this small 
number, Sire, are some very infiuential,a who wreak 
havoc on the weaker members, imposing their own 
burdens upon them, and the perquisites of curial 
rank swell their own wealth. One of the sins of 
omission that deserve to be rectified is the consola
tion for the existing members derived from the fact 
that their membership is not large. Every day the 
lament rises, " You see us standing here? You can 
almost count us onthe fingers of your hands-twelve 
instead of twelve hundred. b This forms the counciL 
These are the only persons to deal with such important 
duties. By means of us, and us alone, is conducted 
the administration in the city and in the country
side, and the management of matters great and 
small, and the performance of duties light and heavy. 
That is the reason why you always hear the same 
names." 9. This is the lament that the courts 
accept when they bring pardon to the neglected and 
wronged. In their desire to enjoy this resource and 
to have the nerauisites reserved to themselves alone, .. 
the councillors 

... 

are afraid that the councils may 
recover any of their former privileges. They ask 
of you the restoration of the councils, but they act 
for their permanent humiliation,-or rather they 
pretend that the first is their objective, but their real 
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a Of. Or. 2. 34. The heating of the baths and the pro~ 
vision of horses for the races were among the most important 
and expensive liturgies of the decurion of this highest class. 
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intention is the other. 10. Fire is needed for the 
bathers. They can can upon one person or another 
for this, but they refuse.a Someone is needed for the 
upkeep of horses to provide entertainment at the 
races: several people could be claimed and the duty 
imposed on them, but they nominate themselves, 
and are bare-faced about it. Then they decry the 
present state of affairs as being the ruin of the coun
cils, whereas they personally are responsible for 
their ruin and their wreck and the prevention of 
their revival. This was what you intended,-but 
not they. 11. They have caused this disastrous 
state of affairs for the councils, and so if anybody 
should be thought to be the enemy of the councils, 
they must be So regarded-the protectors of just so 
much of them as will maintain their personal gain. 
They, in betraying the councils, have betrayed their 
native cities, and they have betrayed the programme 
of assistance that you devised for the councils. And 
if they harmed their cities, they would surely harm 
their parents too, and if them, whom would they 
spare? Who could be the friend of such as these? 
When they behave like this for money's sake, would 
they keep their hands off temple offerings or tombs ? 
If they were travelling with some companion who 
had a gold piece, would they not kill him and rob 
him of it, if they had the chance? 

12. And this evil, Sire, is universal, whether you 
, mention Paltus or Alexandria where the body of 

I Alexander is to be seen, whether Balaneae or our own 
city.b They may differ in size, but the same ailment 
afflicts them all. 

b Paltus and Balaneae were two of the smaller cities of 
Syria. 
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1 Y€AWVT€~ Bong., Re. (MSS.): MorOVTES F. 
2 am-ais &apxwv; Kill ~v conj. Re. (Animaa1.l.), approved 

F.: efTa Ka8~1TTET& TtS am-wv 8.Pxwv Re. (edit.): am-wv a.pgwv Kat 
~v MSS. 3 d~e'VTa conj. Re., F.: d¢/iiTo Bong., Re. text (MSS.). 
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ORATION XLIX, 13-15 

13. However, they will say that they recite to the 
governors a list of absconders and of persons who by 
various manner of means have rendered themselves 
immune. But this is not attributable to them but 
to the governors and to the secretarial staff, since 
the governors, by their fulminations, allow no one 
any concealment, and the staff in alarm bring every 
instance to light. But these fine fellows, once the 

I 

9 , matter comes to judgement, either by their silence 
or by their refusal to present a forceful case, have, by 
their feeble support of it, acted in collusion with 
those who are in default towards the council, so that 
the business is nothing more than an illusion. After 
sowing such favoUrs broadcast in the courts they go 
off and reap the harvest, when they receive the 
rewards for their treachery and jokingly tell the 
absconders what a good job they have made of this 
betrayal. And these stay as they were, every one of 
them indulging his appetites and with his immunity 
further confirmed by the verdict. 14. You can 
recognize the truth of my statements from the fact 
that three people out of a hundred have been enrolled 
into the council-and for any sensible person the 
deplorable fact is that they were but three out of so 
many. And even those three, assisted by these 
people, managed to avoid membership, for they were 
aided and abetted by persons wealthy and childless, 
and therefore able to obtain such favours. What 
was the governor's attitude towards them then? 
He was justifiably angry with those who had granted 
the remission, since he saw in the circumstances of 
their release the unscrupulousness of those who had 
secured it. 15. U Yes! The influence of their pro
tectors," it is remarked, is deservedly suspect." U 
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1 ous conj. Re., F.: ofs Bong.• Re. te1.i; (MSS.). 
2 (hTOp~(m F.: &.1Top~al$tI: Bong., Re. (»ISS.). 
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But if that is true, they cannot possibly assert that 
they are responsible for revealing to the governors 
the names of those who spirit themselves away. 
If the procedure involved an element of risk, those 
in charge of this business would certainly not irritate 
those whom they feared by submitting these names, 
for the obligation they conferred by their subsequent 
support would not counterbalance their initial offence. 
So when they claim responsibility for producing that 
list, they are employing a subterfuge. Moreover in 
stating that they feared the influence of the oppo
sition, they confess that they are neglectful of their 
own, for in this they reveal not their innocence of 
misconduct but the reason for their misconduct. 
16. Even cowards who either desert the ranks 
or do not join them at all could, at their court
martial, use some such argument as, "I was 
a coward when my mother bore me: I couldn't 
handle a weapon," or else assert that, though 
he has done so and joined the ranks, he could 
not face action and the hUl'ly-burly of fighting. 
Nor will any who rifles the treasures of the gods or 
the tombs of the dead lack an excuse for resorting to 
such actions, but they lament their poverty, as the 
traitor does, too. But no one is saved by such argu
ments. As he suffers the punishment, he will come 
to learn that his sole salvation lies in disproving the 
charge. 

17. So now let no one talk to me of fear, but let 
him say whether or not he has betrayed the council 
and revealed himself a rogue. For even if the proba
bility was that he would annoy someone and expel'i
ence some unpleasant consequences, he ought to 
think more of doing his duty than of life itself. 
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1 <Tlva> F. 

II Probably Ulpianus, cf. Or. 36. 10 (PLRE 973 (i)); 
certainly not, as suggested by Foerster, Zenobius. 

b Argyrius became Syriarch in A.D. 332 (Or. 10. 10). For 
his municipal career v. J.H.S. lxxiv (1954), pp. 44 ff. 
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ORATION XLIX, 17-19 

Many a time and often men have realized that death 
awaited them if they went into battle, but they go 
into battle Just the same, suffer countless wounds, 
and gladly depart this life. But you-what spear, 
what arrow, what slingbolt or what shield were you 
afraid of, that you deserted the side of the right? 
Was not your fear that of reproof, of a few mere 
words? But grant that it was the fear of death; 
what of it? Is not death in such a cause clear gain? 
Or have you never heard of all those heroes who 
have died a glorious death for their country? 

18. These comments of mine imply that the de
fence of the right would have involved danger. But 
this would not llave been the case. My grandfather 
suffered no harm when he made a councillor of 
Argyrius, a young foreigner with little property, 
for all that his action was annoying to the then gov
ernor and to the then professor who had directed 
the city as he liked.a Despite this, he did not give 
way to their requests for favour nor did he cower at 
their threats. Argyrius went on to perform his civic 
services," and my grandfather came to no harm at all. 

I 

19. Well! That may be ancient history. But what 
about Letoius here? When he was a member of 
the counell c-and it could be said that, by reason 
of his son, he still is-did he not re-nominate three 
absconders as councillors, although they had been 
battalion commanders in charge of troops and with 
them had traversed the length and breadth of the 
world as the needs of the time required? He knew 
that in doing so he would bring down upon himself 
a general who was a slave to his temper and fun of 

C Of. Or. 81. 47. 48. 42 n. 
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ORATION XLIX, 19-22 


truculence. And though the general had on his side 
the other councillors, who failed in their duty, and 
their written. recommendations, he still did not get 
his way, since he did not have that of Letolus as well. 
He hoped to get him to relent by wining and dining 
him, and as he was offering him a toast of friendship,a 
he requested his letter of commendation as a bonus. 
Letolus drank the toast but refused to make any 
improper concession, and so continued to be resented, 
but without suffering harm. 20. Nowadays, though, 
such concessions are not made from fear nor from 
the thought t11at they will be ruined if they do not 
do harm to the councils, but from their realization 
that it will be to their own personal profit for the 
councils to be in the situation they are now in. 

21. But they employ the following argument also, 
that however much they compel them to join the 
council, there is a means of release that will once 
more give them immunity from it, so that to engage 
themselves in this business is ridiculous. All this is 
a downright lie.' What possible means of release 
can there be for persons who have been claimed in 
accordance with the proper procedure on the matter, 
and who have become members of the council by its 
judgement and decree and, more to the point, by your 
imperial laws? None, surely. 22. But if we have 
to admit that money talks in everything, yet these 
people could maintain a correct attitude towards 
the council if those whom they enrolled ob
tained the deletion of their names from other sources. 
Hunt them out yourself, sir, get hold of them, pay 
your due to the council; and honour your debt, and 
if somebody is remiss, you at least are free from 
blame. Ifsomeone is sick and will obviously die in any 
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ORATION XLIX, 22-25 


case, he is not neglected by his doctors or his family: 
they work and they worry, they keep watch at his 
bedside and dose him, and though they realize that 
there is not a bit of good to be got from all this, yet 
everything that can be done is done for him before 
he dies. 23. We see even the weaker cities walling 
themselves about, though they know full well that 
the first thing to be demolished by more powerful 
assailants is the walls. Do they therefore live un
walled? Why! don't the fathers of dunces send 
them to school, even though they are hopeless, to 
pay their fees and to get nothing from it? What 
induces them to do it? Their refusal to be thought 
to have neglected the laws of nature and to allow an 
opening to the critics who would readily reproach 
them with failing in their duty by not providing 
them with what they could have done. 24. Moreover, 
we flog those of our slaves who have learned how to 
steal, even though we know that under the actual 
correction of the lash they keep their character and 
their hands will again be engaged in the same acti
vity: and even if the master is unable to reform 
his slave, at any rate he has rendered himself blame
less by flogging him for each offence. And, as for 
the drivers who beat their asses to speed them up, 
if their slow pace continues, don't they yet continue 
to beat them, guarding against any seeming dere
liction of duty on their own part ? 

25, So you, too, show yourself for us a man in your 
support of the council, even if your labour be in vain 
and there be those who will refuse it any permanence. 
And perhaps, to be precise, it is not in vain at all, 
since there is some profit to be won in the very per
formance of your labour, as, for instance, we see in 
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ORATION XLIX, 25-27 


the behaviour of those who perish in shipwreck. 
They know that the storm will win and will sink 
their vessel beneath the waves and tha~ no device 
can rescue it, but they do not cease making every 
possible effort before that happens. Nor yet do the 
honey bees cease their activity because the drones 
attack what they have toiled upon, but the drones 
feast, and they work away. 

26. Moreover, the remissions are due not so much 
to those intriguers as to these members. If they did 
not have the~e accomplices, the support obtained 
from them would be but a shadow. So Philip's domi
nation is due to Lasthenes, Euthycrates a and all the 
rest who reduced their states' to slavery while he 
fought with bribes, not arms. And it is bribes that 
induce these peop1e to betray their trust: while 
ever they get away with it scot-free, they will not 
cease to collect their pickings. 

Q7. SO 1et them be seen as reformed by your lash, 
just as Homer says was done by Zeus,b and let them 
work to their council's good, if not willingly, then 
against their will. While you try tOl'eform the coun
cils, they oppose them, and their attention is reserved 
for how one horse, one driver,c one dancer can beat 
another: this is the object of their deliberations and 
to thisend they apply their every word and action, 
and they let the councils collapse in ruins and are 
afraid that you will put a stop to their disastrous 
plight: they commend the travels overseas which, 
disastrous to the wretched couIlcils, export young 
men of families that were once their members either 
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t I , ,. I <"\ .... 1\ ,
'Tav EVPLUKEW 1I'ap €K€LVip X€£POV TTl 1I'0l\Et TO, 

I "",/,. .\', fI ,,., \
1I'payp.aTa fX€tV €'faUKOV, 0,1\1\ . OUTWS aV€tX€ T1]V
R ,\ \ \ 1\. \ .. \ ,~t:. I , I
t-'0VI\1]V Kat T1]V 1I'0l\tV Kat 1I'POtWV €V00f:, O'T€POS Eyt

fl' f 1 1 f I ""~ \ ...R ii. 586 YV€TO Kau €KauT1Jv 1Jp.€pav, WUT OVO€fS TWV 
" , \ If. , ,,\ \ 1\ tI J: H"

apxoVTwv OVX£ wauyavtos fJ-aAAOV "I OO'1l'€P 'IV 1]0€-
~, 

\ ~ \, ,,\\, A ...

I\€V ELva,. Ka£ yap TOt p.aAAOV EK€tVOt TOUTOV " 

···.:·1.···.') \0 I 1\ fI~ " I '0 1 Y€1I'aVEI\ OVTES' 1] Oo€ €K€tVOVS p.€VWV E avp.a«;,€. 
30. !J.oTwuav ToLvvv otO€ SlK1JV, c1) paULA€V, TfjS ", 

·'1'·1 

".... , ! 'J'\! .. \. : ."~

1I'01\I\1Js €£pwv€£as Kat p.atlETWUo,V p.1J TO. aUTWV 
1 ~J.Liv Re., F.: ~J.LWv Bong. (MSS.). ! 

(I For training in law and Latin of. Or. L ~14, 40. '1, 
43. 3 if., 48. 22, 28 if., 62. 21. 

iii.:.:" 

b A common expression of indignation· in Libanius, cf. 
Or. 50. 16, 42. 6. 

'~," 

484 ~I. ~ 
.~ 
.~ 

:~ 

:~ 

http:ovo�/.ua
http:UYEVEt.av


ORATION XLIX, 27-30 

to Phoenicia or to Italy,a not because their parents 
among us send them there for their improvement 
but because, well aware of their respectable origin, 
they see in such measures a means of being rid of 
council membership. 28. None of them exclaims, 
" Good heavens above 1" /I at this, nor does he try 
to stop them as they go down to the harbour, nor 
does he utter any word of pity for the councils. 
Rather, they congratulate them, wish them well 
and escort them on their way. And for all their 
embassies, their concern is for lesser matters: for 
things like this, it is non-existent. 

29. Yet it would not be unworthy of you, Sire, to 
legislate that such people should not learn such 
things as will put them outside the council's reach, 
but rather such studies as will ensure that they follow 
in their ancestors' footsteps. Their ambitions were 
satisfied by assisting their home town by the Greek 
language. The renowned Phasganius c was not 
adversely affected by conversing with governors 
through interpreters, nor was he ever seen at a loss: 
nor yet did leading Romans assert that the admini
stration of the city was less efficient because they 
found in him no acquaintance with Latin. His 
support of the council and the city and the daily 
increase of his fame, as time went on, was such that 
no governor but wished to be in Phasganius' position 
rather than his own. In fact, they on their return 
home felt more admiration for him than he, staying 

I 
'ner 'l - J £-r J.l.A~e, llau LV - (,ucau. 

30. So let these people, Sire, be punished for all 
their double-dealing. Let them learn how to pro

D Libanius' uncle, cf. Or.!. 13, 86; 2. 11; 10. 11; 53; 4; 
62. 30 (Seeck 234). 
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~IB~NI~~." '" , '"C I 
a{}~kWS, Ta oE kOWa TWV TTOI\EWV O~KaLWS aV~E'V. ! 
viJv J.LEV yap da~aAWS TTOV7]PEV0J.L€VO£ TTOAEJ.LOiJu, 1 
TOtS av}-t~~povu, TWV TTaTptowv,l OOVTES of. ot'C7]V ' 
TTaiJuoVTat TOiJ TO. TOLaiJTa TTWAEtV. 31. 1T'pt[;7]v TLSl 
" \ I \) \ "0 ' .... I j7]yyEtl\€ J.L0, TOV aVTOV av pWTTOV EV /UKPq. TWL TTO- 1 

AEt'Tef T' fVOOV kal Tef [TE]Z TWV T€£XWV fgW OL- ~ 
... \ \\\" \ 't: \ 'jOtKELV Kat TTOl\I\as EX€£V Tas Ta~EtS kat TTpOU7]YO- 1 

pias elU1T'paTTOVTa, TOtS €aVToiJ xp~J.Laa£ AoiJaOat .~. 
... ),.. I \ ~) , \ ) 1.. I \ t:), ;

TOLS EKEt 1T'apEXOVTa, TOV {} aVTOV aJ.L'f'OpEa l\at-'oVTa ~ 

paAav'a YEV€UOat, Ka~ T0 apxovn OaiJJ.La TOVTO] 
€VEYKELV OPWVTL TOV TTOAtT€iJ0J.LEVOV Kat ITaVTa lp- F 467~ 
ya'OJ.LEVOV. TOlhcp Toivvv egfjv av fXELV kOLVWV01JS '.,1',' 

OUK OA£YOVS Kat TTpOS TOfSTcp TaVTt TaV TfiJ fiaAa-' 
, ~ 1.. " , \ ,~ 'I' ,.... \ ....

VEUp o£a'f'VYEW, E' J.L7] KEpOOS 7]V aVT4? TO }-t€J.L0VW- j 

uOaL viJv 8' 0 }-tEV apxwv iyEAauE, TO kak6V 8€ J 
" r 1\ ~ \', .... It:) ~IEJ.LEtV€V, 7] 1T'OI\£S oE €tS kWJ.L7]S aX7]J.La KaTEt-'7]. ot-
I' ",,)/ ,,, ,.., tf ....

01T'EP ETTatV€£V €XW TOV VVV TOVTOV V1T'apxOV TP€£S 
TLvas am) O'Ka'OVTWV TWV3 8povwv Els ~OVA~V 
J.L€T€V€YKovTa J }-taAAOV oE ol, TO 1T'fiv €1T'atVw. TV 

\ :> "'" \" , ( \ , , ~ \ \ 
yap apxYl TO TEI\OS OVX W}-t0I\OY7]U€V. OVo€ yap 

R ii. 587 TP€tS av €WpefKEL }-t6vovs Tei> I OtKa£cp avvaywvt{6
_~\\' 'Q'" , ...... tfJ.L€VOS, aI\I\ OVOE EUTW EL1T'ELV oaovs. 

82. LV4 TO£VVV avO' amefvTwv YEVOV Tats ~OVAatS, 
JJ ~aa£AEiJ, Ta,s O~K eAaTTOVOS U1T'ovofjs agLa£S' ~ 
tl f ~ I t I "" I) \oa7]S at ovvaJ.LELS. at J.LEV yE Ta£s TTOI\WL T7}V aWT7]

, 1.. I .~, '1" - \ ,ptaV 't'EPOVUW, at 0 ELvaL Tt TTOtOVut TO UWT7]ptaS 
C1.gtOv. TWV ~OVAWV of. ciJs €Oe[KVVOV OtaKEtJ.L€VWV 

1 1Ta:rplowlI Re., F. (C): 1Ta:rplwlI Bong. (other biSS.). 


2 Ka.l ret F.: Kal 'I'd 'I'€ Bong. (MSS.): 'I'd TIE Re. 

3 'I'WV F. (I): transposed to a.m) 'I'Wll Re.: om. Bong. (other 


1\:[88.). .. gaov). au Re., F.: aao!) oV. Bong. (1I18B. )~ 

(I Recapitulates Or. 2. 34 ff. 
b Tatianus, ppO A.D. 388-892: cf. § 1 n. His curial 
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mote not their own unjust advantage, but the just 
and universal prosperity of the cities. For now they 
misconduct· thep:lselves with impunity and wage 
war against the interests of their countries, but if 
they are punished they will stop such venality. 31. 
Recently I was told of one and the same person who, 
in a small town, undertakes the administration of 
affairs both inside and outside the city limits, and 
holds many ranks and titles a: he is collector of the 
revenue; at his own expense he has the duty of 
maintaining the baths for the local inhabitants, and, 
in his own person, he picks up the jug and becomes 
the bath attendant. The governor was much sur
prised to see the town councillor engaged on this 
task too. But he could have had plenty of partners, 
and moreover he could have avoided this job in 
the baths, if it were not to his advantage to be all 
on his own. As things are, the governor burst into 
laughter, the situation remained without remedy, and 
the place was reduced to the level of a village. 
Hence I can commend our present prefect b for 
transferring three individuals from the magistrates' 
bench to the council, but my commendation is not 
without qualification, for the outcome did not match 
the beginning. If he supported what was right, he 
would not have seen just three but numbers beyond 
telling. 

32. So, Sire, become the sale saviour of the coun
cils, for they deserve no less support than do the 
armed services. These indeed bring protection for 
the cities, while the councils ensure that there is 
something that deserves protection. But when the 
legislation is as prolific as that of Cynegius (v. C. Th. 1~. 1. 
119-1~7). 

487 



488 

LIBANIUS 

1~) f' \ fI _ \ , ~ '" ,;tOIl,

OVO V1T'€P OTOV KaAOV KtVoUV€V€tV €V£. TO<lOUTOV 

EV'T€v8EJI o.taxos Ko.To.K€XVTo.t nov '7T6A€WV rijs 
A'All ) ).. I ,\ ) ).. / / 

EKEW€V o./LOP't'Lo.S €'7T£ '7To.V o.'t'LKVOV/L€V'Y}S. 7TOL'1'}<lOV 
1;'\ 1\ \ \ \ \ III A \ /Ll \ 
O'Y} 7TaALV l\o./L7Tpo. /LEV TO. UEo.Tpo. Ttp '7T1\'Y}ula 7To.po. 

"<;'<;'1 \ \ 1;'\ " 'A I \
TWV otoOV'TWV J l\o./LTtpo.S O€ Tq> o.VTq> TOVT4J To.S 
• I;' / t. "\If", f \ '1;'"

E'7T£oEtf:,EtS' TWV I\oywv, WS' VUV yE at /LEV OVo fL- , 
/ I / f ~) III t f i

7TOVTES' '7TOpeVOVTo.£ <lTEVOVTES, 0(, 0 OTt. €,7TOV Eo.V-j
A' '" II' (/ J1/""TOtS €'7T£T£/LWVT€S, Ko.t /L1JV J 0 /LEY£<lTOV E<lTW o.7Tav- F 4681 

TWV, Ta rijs /nJTOPtKfjS <l8€vos, ii Ko.t TO 1T'po.x8fjVo.tl 
... f I \ I lll' If 1 

7TpO<l'Y}KOV €VPt<lKETo.t Ko.t TO 7TpaXU€V EYKW/Lta:,€- , 
I I I '" I .1f3 \ .... ) \ \, 

Tat. TaVT[} TOtVUV f.L€To. TWV OVI\WV o.1T'OI\WI\€Vo.t Ko.t ;J 

~ )..8 / Ll R'R ff 3. j(I I 
otE't' apuo.£ <lV/L,.,E,.,1JKEV, W<l1T'€P, 1JVtKa ,/<lo.V /L€Yo.- l 
\ I / ,.. Ll I I \\ \" ' 
I\o.t, Kat To.VT[) TETtf.L1J<lUat T€ Ko.t 1T'OI\l\OVS €XEW 
I' /

TOVS EpaO'Tas.\ I . 1:" " \ R \ I \,
83. BOVI\OL/L'Y}V ° a'll <l0£ 'T'Y}v ,.,o.atl\€£o.V /L1J /Lovov 

'1 "'8 \ / \ IO'Tpo.TE£o.£S' KEKoa/L'Y}<l o.t Kat /Lo.Xo.tS Ko.t Tp01To.L
\ I .!\\I. \ '" \:' I \ ... \/

OtS' Ko.t V£Ko.tS, aN\o. Ko.t TTl 1T'o.WEV<l€£ Ko.t TOtS 1\0
'I' t fE\ \ \ , II, R /\ l' 

yots, WI' 'Y} l\I\as /L1J'T'YJP, 'Y}, €£ ,.,OVI\€£ yE, WV 
, f ,..~ ... fE' '\ '''' f 'I' , ...

7To.T€P€S' OL 1T'o.WES T1JS 1\1\0,005'. ws OUV EV 'Tip 
To.rS fJOVAo.tS fJ01J8ELV fJ01Je~awv Kat TOts vvv d:1TEP

I R R' / .... \ I .,. R \ ... 
P£/L/L€VO£S ,.,£,.,l\wtS, T[} Ko.Ta TOV'TWV,Ol.S ,.,po.XV TWV 
~ , " \ I \:' "'I:. " ..).. \, \ ,
otKo.tWJI /LEI\€£ KOl\aa€t OEtSOJl o.l-"'t'W 'T'Y}V £axvv o.1T'

EtA1J~6Ta, Tef TE fJOVA€V~PLo. Tef T€ StSo.aKM€ta. 

1 O'Tpa1'dats F.: OTpa1'{cus Re. (CAPI): O'TpamdYrrus Bong. 
(BM). 
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councils are in the situation I have described, there is 
nothing worth taking risks for, and in consequence 
such disgrace. overwhelms the cities, since the de
gradation spreads from the council to every part 
of the community. So once again restore the pres
tige ofour lecture rooms among the people by reason 
of the orators, and by this same act restore the pres
tige of the displays of oratory, for nowadays some 
people go their ways lamenting that they have not 
uttered a word, others reproach themselves that 
they have. And, most important of all, restore the 
power of rhetoric, whereby the right course of action 
is discovered, and the action praised. For it has 
been the lot of rhetoric to suffer ruin and destruction 
along with the councils, just as, when the councils 
were great, it too was held in honour and had many 
devoted to it. 

38. My desire is that your reign should be renowned 
not merely for campaigns and battles, trophies and 
victories, but also for education and for the eloquence 
of which Greece is the mother, or, to put it in another 
way, the sons of Greece are the sires. Therefore, 
in aiding the councils, proffer aid also to the litera
ture that is now cast aside and, by your correction 
of those who have scant regard for what is right, 
demonstrate that power has been recovered by both 
council chamber and school room. 
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INTRODUCTION 

IN this oration Libanius, himself a victim of the 
practice, inveighs against the recent and rapid 
growth of an organized system of protection run 
by army officers among the local peasantry. This he 
saw as detrimental to the established. order of land 
tenure, fiscal obligation and judicial administration. 

The activities of such officers are directed, first, 
against the big villages, evidently vici publici, which 
are occupied by free small-holders. These, relying 
upon military support, institute a reign of terror 
among their neighbours, intimidating the rural 
constabulary, and in consequence patronage becomes 
nothing more than an encouragement of wrong-doing, 
rather than a deterrent to it. The decurions respon
sible for the collection of the village tribute, unable 
to perform this duty) are forced to sell their estates 
to make up the deficiency. With such decurions 
lost to the order, the stability of the social order is 
prejudiced (§§ 4-10). 

1 
Secondly, estates owned by a single landlord fall 

under their influence. Here the tenants are finally 

I 
induced to resist the master's demands after learning 
by experience that he is impotent to proted them, 
and they are assured of the support of this intrusive 
patron should the landlord resort to law to secure 

J redress. This Libanius had discovered for himself 
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LIBANIUS 

in the case of his Jewish tenants. The traditional 
system of land tenure is upset and, with it, the dis
pensation of justice, since in the inevitable court 
cases the civil governor connives with the military 
patron. To remedy this abuse the intervention of 
the emperor is necessary (§§ 11-18), 

Libanius does not protest against patronage as 
such, but for him it must be based not on this new
fangled and illegitimate encroachment of the military, 
but on the traditional patron-client relationship of 
master and tenant, The landlord is the traditional 
patron and recourse to a military patron is a denigra
tion of this status; only ifhe is incapable of fulfilling 
the duty should there be such recourse, and then by 
the landlord himself. With him as the middle man, 
the dangers of direct contact between the army and 
the peasantry are removed, the rights of property j 

Jremain undiminished and, while the peasant is satis
fied, a potential conflict between soldier and civilian j 

i 

is avoided (§§ 19-24). Sharply contrasted with the 1 
rapacity of present-day soldiery is the self-discipline 

1 

of those of an earlier time, as Libanius proves by J 
citing the example of his uncle by marriage, an emi
nent soldier who left the service as poor as he entered ·1 

d 

it. In the past, the military did not deliberately pur i 

pose the ruin of the established gentry,-a far differ
ent situation from that of the present day (§§ 25-34). 
The only remedy is for the emperor to enforce a law .1 
which he had himself ordained in the past to curb 
the depredations of these military" pr()tectors." 

Several problems arise. First, the military pa l 
trons of the free peasants, as Libanius explicitly re ',:....•. 

I 
"marks (§ 4), receive as reward for their activities 

possession, not of the land itself, but of its produce. ;! 
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Also, in the case of the second type of village, they 
do not appear as the purchasers of the estate. There 
is no question, therefore, of any transfer of property 
to this patron who appears oddly content with pro
duce in kind. However, the decurions are clearly 
the losers in both cases: in the first case, they must 
sell their estates to reimburse the treasury for the 
tribute, for the collection of which they are made 
personally responsible by their fellow decm'ions: in 
the second, they are deprived of the revenues of 
their own estates, and again are faced with the com
pulsion to sell. The question thus arises as to who 
the purchasers were. If the military are ruled out, 
as they certainly are, the only other sections of 
society with the fortune and interest to make such 
acquisitions of property are the honorati and the 
principales, who are closely allied to each other in 
the prejudices of Libanius. These are the real 
villains of the piece. It is their acquisitiveness 
which upsets the structure of the decurionate, as 
related in the Orations on the Cit!) Council and in 
Oration 62, and the activities of the military patron 
are a good stick with which to beat them. Hence 
his hostility towards the peasantry in this oration. 
Not only does he show resentment towards his own 
rebellious peasants for their treatment of himself, 
but he extends it towards others of the same kind 
whose recourse to the patronage of the military, so 
he asserts, finally results in the reduction in curial 
numbers. They are thus serving the ends of civilian 
potentates also, and these he detests almost as much 
as the military. Thus compassion for the oppressed 
peasant, whether imprisoned by the governor acting 
in collusion 'with these grasping potentates, as in 
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the De Pinctis, or suffering his arbitrary imposition 
of the corvees required by this select group, as in 
the De Angariis, is here quite absent. There they 
had been victimized by this class, and almost autow 

matically assured of Libanius' support; now, they 
act in such a way as to serve its ends, and therefore 
incur his hostility. 

Again, there is a note of parti pri' in his account of 
the nature of patronage. His civilian outlook can 
conceive of no more justified patronage than that 
of the curial dominus over his coloni or that of the 
decurion over the freeholder. A plurality of patronw 

age is, as he remarks, a contradiction in terms, so 
that the intrusion of an external patron, whether mi
litary, as here, or civilian, as that of " Mixidemus " 
in Oration 39, is a threat to his established order. 
He quite ignores the fact that the decurions, whose 
patronage he eulogizes, while far less effective in 
the support of their dependants than the intruders 
whom he censures, were in fact every bit as rapaci
ous in their demands (if. Salvian, De Gub. Dei, s. 8). 
Moreover, the tartness of his comments, and especi- , 
ally those upon the excesses of his Jewish tenants, 
would seem to indicate that the consequences of 
this military intrusion had only recently been borne 
in upon him, and only then because of his personal 
discomfiture. 

A further question which has been hotly debated 
concerns the status of Libanius' Jew...!lSh tenants. 
Zulueta regarded the phrase 'Iov8a'iol, 'TWV 7TllVV in 
ethnic terms and found the locality of the estate in 
Palestine, since he traced a correlation between 
Libanius' description of them and the terms of C.J. 
11. 51. 50, where the status of the colonus there was 
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brought into line with that of other provinces.a 

Juster rejected this correlation, and interpreted the 
phrase " properJews " as denoting a religious dif
ference. Harmand's view that it is merely a deroga
tory term, occasioned by mortification at their impu
dent activities, is,. however, the most obvious and 
the most acceptable. Moreover, in view of Libanius' 
poor health in these years, there is no question of 
finding the location of this estate outside the territory 
of Antioch. 

Finally, there is the intractable problem of identi
fying the imperial constitution for the enforcement 
of which Libanius appeals (§ 35). Zulueta had regar
ded this as C. Th. 5. 17.2 b of A.D. 386, and had dated 
the speech to the years A.D. 386-389. Unfortunately, 
this does not deal with patronage-only with fugitive 
coloni. Martroye (supported by Foerster III, 403 n.) 
identified the constitution with that of C. Th. 11. 24. 2 
of A.D. 368/70. e Here the overriding objection is 
that the law, though applicable to patronage, was 
passed by Valens, whereas Libanius makes Theo

(I O.J. 11.51. 50: addressed to Cynegius, ppO (A.D. 384
8S8) " .•. sancimus ut etiam per Palaestinas nullus omnino 
colonorum suo iure velut vagus ac Iiber exsultet, sed exemplo 
aliarum provinciarum ita domino fundi teneatur, ut sine 
poena suscipientis non possit abscedere .•.•" 

b O. Th. 5. 11. 2: "quisquis colonorum iuris a1ieni aut 
sollidtatione susceperit aut occultatione celaverit, pro eo qui 
privatus erit sex auri uncias, pro eo qui patrimonialis libram 
auri cogatur inferre." 

~ O. Th. 11. 94. g: H abstineant patrociniis agricolae 
subiugandi suppIicio, si talia. sibimet adiumenta cOlllmentis 
audacibus conquisierint. ii vero, qui propria patrocinia 
le.rgiuntu!'~ per singulos fundos, quotiens repperli fuerint, 
xxv aud libras dare debeant et non quantum patroni 
suscipere consuerant, sed dimidium eius fiscus adsumat." 
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dosius responsible for it. Tillemont, followed by 
Paul Petit, looked to C. Th. 1. 29. 8 of A.D. 392,a 
which he interpreted as the emperor's response to 
the arguments put forward in this speech-but an 
objection which appears insuperable is presented 
by the phrase v6fLOV 1TaAa£ 1TEpL 7"Oth-WV KE£fL~oV (S6), 
clearly to be identified with the Theodosian law of 
the previous section. Harmand, III view of this 
phrase, looked elsewhere, to find the solution in C. 
Th. g. 33. 1 of A.D. 884 II-but unfortunately there is 
no mention here of any patronage, despite his best 
efforts. It appears that none of the surviving legisla. 
tion can be equated with the legislation to which 
Libanius here appeals; and although it may be 
tempting to regard C. Th. 1. 29. 8 as the reaction of 
the government to Libanius' appeal, the case remains 
unproven. 

From the internal evidence, the oration is to be 
placed in the reign of Theodosius and, from the 
reference to the settlement of the Gothic problem 
and the suppression of the usurpation of Maximus 
(§ 35), to the period after A.D. 388. The possibility 
of its attribution to the reign of Valens, canvassed 
by Gothofredus and Reiske, becomes more remote 
when the references to the emperor and his relations 
with the author are considered (e.g. §§ 38; 16). 
The commentators, with singular unanimity, would 
place it between A.D. 386 and 392, generally pre

!! C. Th. 1. :Jg. 8; ".•. rtmovtantur patrocinia quae 
favorem reis et auxilium scelerosis inpertiendo maturari 
scelera fecerunt." 

b O. Th. 9. 33. 1: "si quis contra evidentissimam 
iussionem suscipere plebem et adversus publicam disciplinam 
defendere fortasse temptaverit, multam gravissimam sus
tinebunt. » 
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ferring an occasion, imprecisely defined, between A.D. 

389 and 892. Significantly enough, the year A.D. 392 
provides examples, of imperial legislation upon the 
problems of patronage (e.g. C. Th. 1. 29. 8: 12. 1. 
128).

/ 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Manuscripts number seven only, consisting of 
CAPIBM with the addition of Urbinas 125, itself 
closely allied with Band M. Short extracts are also 
preserved by Planudes and Macarius. The editio 
princeps was that of Gothofredus (Geneva, 1681), 
reprinted in his Opera Juridica Minora (Leiden, 1733), 
later editors being Reiske and Foerster. The oration 
has received the closest scrutiny, first from the point 
of view of the history of the colonate, from Gotho
fredus himself, Zulu eta, de Patrociniis {/icoTum 
(Oxford Studies in honour of P. Vinogradoff, 1909), 
Heitland, Agricola, Martroye, Les Patronages d'agri
culreurs et de vici aux 1Ve et Ve siecles (Rev. hist. de 
droit, 4th series, 1928), Pack, Studies in Libanius, 
Petit, Vie municipale, and Liebeschuetz, Antioch. 
An edition, with translation and detailed commen
tary, is given by L. Harmand in Libanius, Discours 
sU1,les patronages, Paris, 1955. 

499 




XLVII 

IIEPI T!lN IIP02:T A2:I!lN 

R ii. 499 1. El p.~ O'E EwpaKEtV EV 1I'0Mtp p.ev Xpovcp, F iii. 
I QI I l' a \... I I .ftVPWLS o€ lI'payp.aO'w, W ,.,o.UtIlEV, Xo.tpOVTo. TE 'TOtS 

'TWV dpXOP.EVWV ayaOots Kal. fiOVAOUalOV p.7JOEva 
\ Q I 'Q ... (J I ,,~ A I'1Tapa ft7JOEVOs aotKEW at, raxa av Ep.aV'Tcp '1To.Pl1

\ f '" \ \ , fQ' ,VEO'a 77JV 7jG'VXtav ayEtll Kat roy OVX "10EWS aKOV-
I , >I "I , Q' , I, " It:;:, Q IaoftEVOV OVK av EI\V'1TOVV OVo "1VWXI\OVV' EI\'1TWas oE 

J.L0~ ToD aou '1TapEXOVTOS rpo'1TOV Ka.I. xapl,E(.aBaL P.€ 
1 ... f I \ I \ ~ I.t. '0aOL TOIS P7J 7jUOP.EVOtS Kat '1TELUEtV Kat oOfiav EV~ 

.. 'I" 0' \ 0' ., I ,R u. 500 VOLas o~a€a at Xatpwv TE Kat '1TpO vp.ws Em T1JV 
R )1" I I ... " '" \ r:;;,1t.UVJ.Lt-'0VI\7jV 7JKW 'T7jV U7jV p.al\l\ov 7j EP."1V oOf:,ovuav 

Elvac TaD tijv luxVv Tots Elp7Jp.€vOts O€OWK6TOS T<P 
0 " \" I ""'i' \ t'1TpoO' HVat 'TO EpyOV, OV XWpLS p.araLOS av TJV 0 • 

>.6yos. 2. rous P.€V oDv I XaAElI'avoDvTas, 015'1'0£ 8l F 40j 
datv ot Tots rwv a:Mwv I(aKO'S 'TO, avrwv p.el'w . 
rrowDvrES, olaa, fiaO'£AED, '1TOAAO-oS r€ oVTas Ka~ 
<;'1 " ,\ ~\, .... 0 . I 'I ,ovvaftlV EXOV'TaS, EyW DE OpyLELU at P.€V avrovs Kat 
~7j~a€CV lI'ap' EJ.L0U rtp.wplav olp.at, A~~€O'Ba£ o€ 
OVOi'1TO'TE 'T~S ofjs KE~aA~S UW'OP.EV1JS '1Tapa 'TWV 

I \ D' rE0aVj.laKorwv' B" OVTE 'YapI E ErOll O'ov jJ£OV EWV. " '0 
A~O'EtV dE '1TPOOOVVUL T6V avp.~ovAOV OVTE- fi01JOELV 

1 11-' GOt conj. Re., F.: #l0' Gothofred., Re. text (MS!.). 

a This deferential introduction is most closely paralleled 
by that of Or. 5~. 
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ORATION 47 

ON PROTECTION SYSTEMS 

1. HAD I not seen in the long space of time and in 
countless matters, Sire, your joy in the well-being 
of your subj ects and your desire that none should 
suffer wrong at the hands of anyone, I would perhaps 
have counselled myself to keep silence and would 
not seek to upset or inconvenience my reluctant 
hearer.a However, your good nature inspires me 
with the confidence that, by the remarks I am about 
to make, I will please you, carry conviction with you, 
and win for myself a name for loyalty, and so it is 
with pleasure and eagerness that I have come to 
outline a policy which will be regarded as yours 
rather than mine, since you give force to any words 
uttered by translating them into action, and without 
that argument would be in vain. 2. I am well aware, 
Sire, that the reaction of many influential persons 
will be hostile-persons who have achieved success 

1 by means of other people's misfortunes-, but I 
believe that, though they will be angry and will seek 

I 
J to revenge themselves upon mel they will never 

succeed in this, since your person is under the pro
tection of the gods who have observed your career 
with admiration, for you will refuse to betray your I counsellor and, if you try to assist me, you will not 

j 
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LIBANIOS 

I .,) I I 'i'~ .... "" 
1TELpWfLEVOV OUK apK€aEtv. 'TL OVV oH atW1Tav 'T7}V

cLUws ~0f30VfL€1I0V EV aa¢aAElff 'Toaav'T'[}; 

3. Eo 1Tpa'T'TELV fL€V oOv {3ovAoifLTJv av Kat 'TOVS 
"'" Itl)" ~ I '\ t \ ,

'TWII OI\WV apxOV'T(J.S ovvafLEwv Kat 'TOVS V7rO 'TOV'TO£S 
..... \ y,... , ~8 I \ I " 

fL€PWV Ka£ I;:,TJv EV €V vfLUf Kat 'TOV'TOUS KaK€LVOVS, . ,\ I" , ~, ","\ \ '" llli. 501 ov fLTJv OU'TE K(J.K(J. K€poaWEtV OU'T al\l\otS 'TOU 
, \ ~ 'I l' ~ '" '"'1' 'I'l'

7TUV'T(J. 'TOl\fLav at'TWUS Ewat. ota 7rOMa opa'Tat vvv. 

aKOV€ 8~/ {3a(nAdJ, KUt O,OaaKOV. 

E" '" ''I \\ A (' <;'4• tat KWfLat fL€yal\aL 7T01\I\WV €KUa'TTJ o€a7T0
'" ~ A. I , \ I ,~ I 

'TWV. aU'TaL Ka'Ta't'Evyova£Tl E7rf" 'TOVS LOPVfLEVOVS 
I ., It "8 ..... ~ \ \' .,

a-rpaTLW'Tas J Ovx wa fLTJ 7Ta wm KaKWS) aM Lva
" ,," 8 ' ,A.' <;' '<;'l' '''' €Xwat 7rO£€£V, Kat 0 fL£a OS a't' WI' OLOwaw TJ YTJ, 

I 'I 8' \ , " ,. 2 <;" ~ "R ii. 502 7rVPOt Kat Kpt at Kat 'To. a7T0 'TWV O€VOPWV TJ 
,,\ I I f3 Q\' , \ 

xpuaos TJ xpvatOV TLfLTJ. 7TPO €fJI\TJfLEVOL 'TOtVVV 'Tas 
I '" '<:-" ", " 'TOU'TWV x€£pas Ot O€oWKO'T€S EWVTJII'TaL 'TTJVI)

€LS a7rav
'c. I \,.. \ \' I

'To. €~Ovatav. Kat VUV fL€V KaKa Kat 7rpaYfLa'Ta 

7rap€xova£ 'TOtS OfLOPOLS' yfjv a7To'T€fLVOfLEVOt, o€vopa 

'TlfLVOV'T€S'} apmf,ov'T€s J BVOV'TES, Ka'TaIK07r'TOV- F 4G 
, 8 I 1'8' l' '" '" \ fI'TES', Ea WV'T€S. E£ WV fL€V TJI' 'TaV'Ta, Kl\aOVaLV 

t '" t~)., I , ..... \ ,... , 

OpWVTES J Ot 0 WWXOVfLEVOt yEI\WO'£ Kat -roaOVT 
" "<;'<;" I ,. '8 ff,

a7T€XOVa£ TOV oEo£€Va£ fLTJ TLS 'TaV'Ta 7rV TJ'Ta(', waT 
, "'I' '8 '" I \ \a7rEtl\at 7TPO(]TL €lI'Ta£ -rOLS 7TE7rpaYfL€VOLS Kat 'TO 

fL1JO€ TWV aAAwv a~,gEa8at. 5. OEWa aOL 'Tai7Ta 
A. ' Q"'I"'\ 'I' ~ I I ) I
't'atV€'TaL, fJaO'£I\€V, aM OU 'Ta fLEyt(]'Ta aKTJKoas, 

" ,,.. I Q f "Y' {j ,
EL7rEp atywv TE Kat 7rpofJa'TWV fLEtl;:,OV at uvya'TEpES, 

WV otiO€ av'TWV a7r€XOV'TaL 'Ti OOV ETL OEt AEYELV 

7rA1Jyas3 
Kat vJ3PEtS Kat WS yvval:KES' yvval:Kas4 

1 o~ F.: 3[ Goth., Re. (:afSS.). 

~ TWV F. (MSS.): om. Goth., Re. ' 

3 1J"",,,. _i'1l'IJ.lS Re ... 1<' _ (1vTl.,.'1). 11'V~",.,. GntI.)..., _i"''YN)n!\,} r.cntn 

_
I\"'I''"'Y HI\.~IIV;. _,.c. t~""f""";,r \1 ...... \.oft. ............... 


(other MSS.). 

4 yvvaiK€S " num deJendum et 'Aap6JL€Vot scribendum?" 
F.: YVIla.'iKas om. Goth. 
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ORATION XLVII, 2-5 


prove incapable. So why should I hold my peace 
through idle fears in the midst of such security? a 

3. For your commanders in chief b and for the offi
cers of the regiments they command, both one and 
all, my wish is for them success and a happy life, 
but without making any illicit gain or causing others 
to behave with complete lack of scruple-misconduct 
such as is rife at present. Listen, Sire, and learn. 

4. There exist large villages, belonging to many 
owners. c These have recourse to the soldiery sta
tioned in them, not so as to avoid trouble but so as to 
be able to cause it. And the payment comes from 
the produce of the land-wheat, barley, the fruit 
of the trees, or else bullion or gold coin. So, pro
tected by their arms, the donors have purchased for 
themselves complete licence. And now they inflict 
toil and trouble upon their neighbours by encroach
ing on their lands, cutting down the trees, looting, 
slaughtering and butchering the cattle, and feasting 
themselves on it. When the one-time owners bewail 
the sight, they make merry and laugh at them, and 
so far from showing fear that anybody should get to 
know of it, they cap their misdeeds with threats and 
the promise not to refrain from anything else at all. 
5. A sorry tale this, Sire, you think: but you have 
not heard the worst of it yet, at least if their 
daughters are more important than goats or sheep
for they don't keep their hands off them either. So 
what need; then; to mention the beatings and the 

/I For the risks attendant upon publicizing such abuses 
of. Or. 48. 1, 52. 1. Libanius himself had been threatened 
with violence e'!en under Julian when he pleaded the cause 
of the council, c/. Or. 1. 126. b The magistri rniUtum. 

c These are villages of free peasant smal1~holders, ot odds 
with others in neighbouring villages. 
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LIBANIUS 

€AKOVO', Ao.f1oJL€Va, 'Taw 'TP'XWV, Kat ws ~peo.Ta
" () ~ "')/ ,... (J..' "'" o.XP'l]O''To. Ka (,O'TaO't TOtS EXOvO't. TOtS V't' aVTWV , fJ- '\ '\ 

t' 

1 \ f ,,' ,. \
EJL aN\OJLfVOtS Kat WS 11'O'TaJLwv (J,11'OaTepovO't Kat 

o,a TOVTWJI (Kat)l K1}11'WV, TP€~OVTES U't'pam<inas 
f \ ,\ 1 f ~ \ '\ I " ,. I 

Of. p'EV 11'I\EtOVS, 0' OE €l\a'TTOVS EV JLfUats Taf.S' KW
I \ \'1 \ \ " ,

p,ats KaO1)p,EVOVS 'To. 11'01\1\0. Kat. KO'J.tWJ.t€VOvs E'IT 
II \\" \ 1 " " ""'il'OtVcp 7TOI\I\CP Ka, KpEauw, 07TWS Ef, 'TtS' 'TWV aotKOV-

I 1\' , 1 'I' ~, "\8 ' }LEVWV fJJ\Y1)uas ap,VYOtTo, Tf'I\TJrrJ 0 E't.UEI\ Ot Kat. 
IJ •• , , , l' '" , "'\ 0 " A' I." 11. 508 E7Tf. u'Tpa'Ttw'T1}v, Er.'Ta 'TOU'T Ol\f pos E£1) T~ 7Ta'Ta

gav'Tt JL1JOap,OOEV OV'TOS av'Tip }L1)O€VOS AOyOV; OE'V 
\ t \ fA' t I '(} , 

yap aV'TOJl V7TOUXEtV €V a7TafJ'{l p,E '(J O''TpaTtW'T'{j 
I , I \ ~ , • ~(} 1: ,

Tf'aV'Ta aVExofLEVOV Kat f'1)O€V EV'TaV a EtVat 'TOVS 
I 6" \\' , , I

vOf'ovs, • TOV'TO Kat. l\'(JaTas yfWpyOVS €'lTO£1)UE, 
....., J..... , , .--. , '(} If} ,\

'TOV'T aVTWV ftS Tas xEtpas EVE TJK€ UW'YJpOJl OU TOV 

7fj yfj ~tAOV, aAA' OS a7ToKTtvVVUt, I TOiJ ouvau(}at F 407 
, ' ''' '.!:: I ~, '" , (} ,yap aVTOtS' au<:,of'€VOU oto. TWV EyKa 'YJf'EVWV aTpa

'TtWTWV Kat T6 TOAf'av d7TtoouLV Ao.fLf1&:VEt TWV ~V-
"I' ,.. I \ \ 1 \
l\aKWV T7JS xwpas KaTa 'T7]V 11'apOtJL£av TOUS TOt-

I fl \,., " \"
OVTOVS OpWV'TWV Kaf. OVX OpWV'TWV, £uaUt yap E7Tf. 

\\ '" f1 .... I Q \ \11'01\l\!p O'YJ 1JUOVTES 'TO£S KH}L€VO£S o£a 'TOV Tf'PO0' 
1 "~" I """UTa'T1}V• Ka£ yap 01] Kat TOO'OUTO£S KaKOtS 'TOvvoJLa 

'" "(} 1 t;:;1 'I' .... t;:; 1 ll'TOV'TO € €VTO, 'lTPE'IT€£ Of, otp.at, TOtS U£K(Ua£S' E'11't
1 'c ' • lit;:; , t;:; ,

Kovp£a£s E",a£povfLEVOtS ELS aoHav aotKOU!-'€V7JV, e I au EVELav. 
'H f i."" ... " A7 • 7TpoO'TaUta U€ avTYJ 7Tav TOUVaV'Ttov '1TOtEL. 

R .. < , ~,~ I" ~ < 1 1"
11.504 pWf'1Jv otDWO'W EtS 'TO KaKOUJ! ET€POVS. WI! EtU(, 

1 /u,...~' ~r\n; R~ l?",,,,\4,,, '"'v ....J • .)..""'., """ • 

2 8£lCala,s Re., F.: OLlwtOLS' Goth. (MSS.). 

a The excesses of the military here may be compared wlth 
those of the monks in Or. 30. 8, but with the important 
difference that, while the activities of the monks are spon
taneous, those of the military are occasioned by other people, 

b The role of this village police in Syria is unknown. For 
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insults, how the women grab women by the hair 
and ill-treat them, how they make wells useless for 
their owners with the stuff they throw into them, or 
how they rob them of their Bow of river water, and by 
this means of their gardens too, while they maintain 
soldiers, some more, some less, in the midst of their 
villages, and these for the most part loll about or 
doze after their fill of wine and meat, with the result 
that if any of the victims loses his temper or defends 
himself, and one of soldiers happens to be hit too, 
then it is death for the one who struck him, and not 
the slightest chance of an excuse for him. He must 
knuckle under to a soldier, however drunk, and put 
up with anything; and the laws in this instance are 
a dead letter.o 6. This is what has turned peasants 
into brigands; this is what has put into their hands 
the steel-not the steel beloved of the land but that 
which kills. For, as their power grows by means of 
the military billeted among them, their recklessness 
also increases, and the local police b tum on such as 
these the proverbial blind eye, c since they know 
that if they help the down-trodden victims it will 
cost them dear because of their protector. This in 
fact is the term they apply to those many rascals, 
though it is properly applicable, I feel, to those who, 
in the provision of legitimate assistance, succour the 
wronged and helpless, and make them secure. 

7. This kind of protection, however, produces re
sults exactly the reverse. It provides the motive 
force for injuring others-among them the collectors 

its counterpart elsewhere c/. Johnson and West, Byzantine 
Egypt, p. 98. 

o This proverb is not found in the Corpus, though well 
known enough from N.T. (Matthew 13. 18). . 
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LIBANIUS 

\ < ',./,.' )' " )[3" •Kat at TO!) 'f'0POV ELa'lTpaTTOVTES". OVS E OVI\OfL7]V €V
~[j I \ " , Q '"' i' , 8

Tauua fLOt Kat 1Tap€Wat Kat {J0av OLa 1T€1TOV aO't. 
I ~"\...... '~/" f ,

1TaVTWS 0 av TOVTO fJ-ETa oaKpvwv €ytYVETO 1Tap 
, Ii:' ~ , )t' ~ I ''"'' 

avopwv 'lTEV7]TWV ES EvuaLfLovwv yEYEV7]P.EVWV. 1TWS 
I ~I il" 7>Q \_" " 

YEVOfJ-EVWV OETI P.UUELV, W (Jaati\EV; EpxoVTaL Ern 
\ I I \~,,.. "'" 

Tas KWfJ-as TaVTas Tat:; aLa TWV aTpaTTJYWV TETEt

xwp'€vas ot KOfJ-LOVfJ-EVOL TOV 4>6pov epyov TOVTO 
" \, I 1"') ,.., , \ 
€XOVT€S" Kat I\€LTOvpYLav. €LT a1TaLTOVO'£ T7]V fLEV 

. 1TpJJT7]V 1TPiws Kat [3paxuTEPCf Tfl rf>wvfl, KaTa4>po
t ~\ \ \ I \' I

VOVfJ-€VOL OE Kat KUTaYEI\WfJ-EIIOL fLETa ayavaKTYj
,,<;:. , "y J..8 \ l' •I \

aEWS Yj07] KaL fJ-EL,:>OV 'f' EYYOfLEVOt Kat OLDV EtKOS 
\ ... <:' , ,,, 1') "\ 1 

TOVS TWV otKUtWV aTVXOVVTas. EtT Yj1TELI\7}aav 
•• \" I JI 2; '" \1'\ I

~t n. 505 TOVS apxovTas, fJ-uTYJv €l\aTTOVS' OVTas TWV Tas 
I I T8' ",1, \' IKWfJ-aS Kap1TovfJ.,€VWv. Et 7}'f'avTo KaL €1TEa1Ta

< ~, "~ c ( ,\ • "\ '8 I 8 \ aaVTO. Ot 0 EOEt~aV ws EWLV aVTOLS I\t Ot. .I\ap.- F 408 
QI '1' t I ,\ " I 
(JavovTES ovv Ot '1TpaKTOpEs avn Kap1Twv TpavfJ.,aTa 

, '''' ),' ,.. \ ,lot, t I fIavaO'TpE'f'ovaw ELS' aO'TV T<p 1TEpL TOtS' Lp.aTtO£S' aL
\:' \" I<\ 8 \ \ '8 ' fJ.,aTt 07}I\OVVTES a 'lTE1TOV aaL. KaL TOV fJ.,EV VfJ.,0V
,,, < \ ,.. \ 8"\ J.. I

fJ.,EVOV OUK EXovaw, 7] yap TOV TOV fJ.,W .OV Etl\7}'f'0TOS 
~ I ,t....., I ~ \ ~ " "",C \ 
ovvafJ.,LS OVK Eft, aKOVOVat OE Ot UVaTVX€tS OTt XPTJ 

KaTa[3a.AAEtV ~ fLaanyovfL€vOVS d'1TEt'1TEtV. ot OE 
" \' I '"' ,.. \ ~\ '\ A

ova7}s fLEV avaYK7]S TOVTO 1TOtELV, Ta DE 1Tapa TWV 
, ..... , I \~~/" , 

aypwv a'1TEYVWKOTES' Kat oEmOTES' €TEpa TpaVfJ.,aTa, 
I ~, ,~" I ,..... \,M

xpvaLDV 0 OVK OVTOS OVo apyvpwv 1TWI\OVa£ fLEV 

BEpa1Tatvas 8p7]VOVVTES J 1TWAovat Of dKOAov8ovs J 

1 ~rr€o..'l(tav Re.• F.: ~rrEO\'l(]E Goth. (lIfSS.). 2 oYT€S'Re. 

a The decurions, who were appointed by the city council 
and were personally responsible for the collection of the 
tribute and its delivery to the governor. 

b In A.D. 381 the magister militnm (the (JTpanryOS' par 
e::ccellence) had his H.Q. in Antioch (Or. 21. 7,22.17). The 
term crrpa1'1jyot here is therefore used as a general term for 
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of taxes, too.a I wanted them here to support me 
and to complain of their sufferings. It would cer
tainly be to the accompaniment of the tears of men 
who have been reduced from wealth to poverty. 
Do you want to know, Sire, how this comes about? 
Well, those whose task and duty it is, go to collect 
the tribute to these villages which are fenced and 
defended around by generals. b Then they present 
their demands, nicely at first and in a tone of re~ 
straint, but; being met 'with contempt and ridicule, 
with increasing anger and raised voice, as is to be 
expected when people do not receive their proper 
due. Then they threaten the village headmen, but 
to no purpose since such are inferior to those who 
exploit the villages. C Then they lay hands on them 
and arrest them, but the villagers reveal their 
armoury of stones. 8. So the gatherers collect 
wounds instead of tithes and make their way back 
to to\YU, revealing what they have suffered by the 
blood on their clothes. They have none to take 
up the cudgels for them, for the influence of the 
person who has taken the protection money forbids 
this, and the poor devils are told that they must pay 
up or be flogged until they drop. Since they are 
forced to do so, and despair of any revenue from 
their estates and fear more wounds, and since they 
have no ready supply of gold or silver, they tearfully 
offer for sale their maidservants, their attendants, the 
his subordinate officers; the du,r mav be the chief of these 
h .. J. 1'.."' ...... tl'D n"""" ..,,, "I' fh", rl'H'_fr.,_rl,,~, ,.."nl-",..I- H\P~p 'Wi'llllrluu'"', J.,4.V"ll.t 1.1'" ".LUI"""'"" "".1 ~l."'v Y~A,'': -..v ............J _'VJ"v~""'"" ".. A ........ V ....... ~"'_ 


most commonly be the com manders of the individual garrison 
units stationed in Antiochene territory. 

C The villages of Syria were renowned for size and pros
perity. Or. 11. 230 ff. On the question of their administra
tion of. Liebeschuetz, pp. II!} if. 
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TPOrp'Wl' vtOllS, &.vT£'\afJ-~aVOfLfl'OVS 'T'WV TOU 'TI'W~ 
\ ,. 1 9" t'" " 1I\OVV'T'OS yovaTWV. • EpX0V'T'at OE Kat ELS aypovs, 

• c 1 ,,. "'I"1 	 ~ 
OVX WS' 'TI'pO'T'EpOV fLETa TWV TEKVWV, aM a'Tl'O()W· 

R .. 506 , ,. I ' 1 " r 'I11. 	 (J0fLEVOt fLETa TWl' WV7](JOfLEVWV. Kat Tpa'Tl'E':,a av~ 


TOI::; I<mviJ 'TI'apa'T'tOE'T'at, 'T'~V TtfL~l' Of T~S y~s 

).. 1 t , 1 ,!';;, \ ,.~,. ~ 

'f'opOV 0 'TI'ErrpaKWS ytYVOfLEV7]V opQ-. €~ £WV DE TWV 
1 " ~, 'I' \ 1 Q\ , )

'iTa.:rptpwv, €(JTt 0 OV Kat 'TI'a'iT'TI'tpwl', {JI\€'TI'WV EtS' 
, " IJ.. " "" "~\,,, ,...TOVS EK€tl'WV Ta..,..ovS' Kat TtfLWV TOLS ota TWl' XEtPWl' 

).. \ 1 '" 't A , , l'..,.."'7]fLa(Jt avyyvwfL7]V EXEW a\:,tWV o,1TEpXETaL. EtTa 
).. 	 I ~ \ ,,/,.'" • A \ \ \

..,..POV'T't:; U'TI'EP TpO'f7JS aVTtp T€ Kat yvvaLKL Kat 
I l' , ~ '8"/" If",rraWLVJ EtTa ovoafLo EV 'f'atVOfLEV7]S 7J TOU rrpoaat· 

TErl' avaYKrJ. 10, OVTW j3ovAEVT~S f3ov'\~s Jg. 
").. • 1 1 ,).." '\\'aI\Et'f'ETaL ov u'TI'oyyov ypafLfLa'T'a a'f'mpovvTos, al\l\ 
, I'" , I ,.., )\ I " \

OVKET oU(J7]s OVo-LaS. TaVT El\aTTOVS 1TOtEl, To,S 
Q \ \ '\ r'A" \ 1 \ lI'{Joul\as aVTt fLEt':,OVWl', TaVT Ol\tyovs TOUS Kav 
f 1 ) \ \ 1 I \ ~\ r 1 1\
EKa(J7i]v aV'T'£ 1TI\E£OVWl'. TaVTt DE ':.7]fL£a 'TI'OI\€WS F 40! 
"'I \ \" A l' I I ~ \_", \ 

OI\7]S. Kat yap av TOLS al\I\OtS €V 1TpaT77J, TOVTq.> DE 

R ii. 507 XW'\EtYn Tep fJ-fPEt, fLtKPa. Ta. I <:iAAa Kat fLtKPa. ?10£Et 
,. Q " \ 1 ~ \ \ ,. ,

T7]S {J(WLMtas Ta 1TpaYfLa'T'a. uta yap TWV apxo-
I ", \ 11(;. \, I 'J'I\

fLEVWV EKEtV7] Kat aV!:,ETat Kat 'T'OVvaVTtOv. OVKOVV 

j3A.amOVTo,t fLJv at f3ov'\ai Ta'is KaA.ats 1TpO(J'Ta

(Jta£s, ~'\a1TToVTat Sf TatS fi,\af3ats TWV f3ov'\wl' at 

?10'\£tS, ?1MLl' Of a13 Tat:;l TO-&rWV at fLaXtfLoL. wv 
I"'\"~'''''' ..; ilL: )...., ....J.",,.. rPru Rnn-~ l.c"t'i' )\,' "1:,, :!'H V"N ~ ';I'\N#'J'I't:~.
vvn \&fNCI\lJ' \::;vy VVf;, ~v..V.d"\..V, V\.I II..VY t.;.Y\.I n\k«.t "'tn_N' \,.II,iY 

Kat fL~ KpaTE'i:uOaL Kat CPOj3Etl' Kat fJ-~ <poj3€t(JOat, 

1 ao TatS Re., F.: alh-aLS' Goth. (irss.). 

o Foster-brothers, even though of servile station and com
monly employed as personal attendants, formed a respected 
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sons of their foster~parents,a while they grasp the 
knees of the seller in entreaty. g. They go to their 
farms, too, not, as before, with their children in 
family parties, but with the prospective purchasers 
to sell them. A common table b is set out before 
them, but the seller sees the price of his land turn 
into tax money. On leaving his father's, sometimes 
his grandfather's estates, he gazes back at their 
tombs, kisses his hand to them in a final gesture, 
begs their pardon, and so departs. Then his con
cern is for the maintenance of himself, his wife and 
his children, and when none is anywhere forth
coming, the need to beg ensues.a 10. So a coun
cillor is erased from the council: no sponge wipes 
out his name: he no longer has the property. This 
is what reduces the councils instead of increasing 
them, and makes the numbers in everyone less 
instead of more. And this is a loss to the whole 
town. Indeed, if it is otherwise successful, but 

r things go wrong in this respect, all else suffers and 
especially the fortune of the empire, for its well
being or its ruin depends upon its subjects. So the 
town councils suffer harm because of this fine pro
tection-system and the towns suffer harm because 
of that done to their councils, and the fighting forces 
again because of that done to the towns. And the 
fighting forces you must not ignore, Sire, fOl' it is 
through them that you can inflict and not suffer 
defeat, inspire and not feel fear. So suppress such 

and valued part of the family, which is here seen in a state 
of disintegration. 

b A bitter play on Kont-the table common for family 
parties becomes the table common to the two participants in 
this transaction. Of. 01'.9. 54.C 
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LIBANIUS 

'I '\ ~\l \ I I t:\ 't- ,
alJEI\€ 01j Ta!; TOta'UTGS l7pO(!TaO"La!; a!; ELVat l7ap 
< ~ 1\ ,,\ < \ If3 

1JfLLV OUf\OWT (tv OL l7Of\€·fLLOL. 

T \ C" r '" , " , I11. 0 DE I:J1jT€£V l7P0O'Ta7TJV OU fLoVOV EKE£IIWV 
, \ ~ '> A t' """" ') ".. ') Ie'
€O'T£ TWV aypwv 01. l7Ol\l\WV EWL TWV €XOVT(]JV €Ka-

I '2 \ \ I' \ \ \ \ 'I' '!"
O'TOU p..€pOS OU l7OI\U K€KT1jp..EVOV, af\/\a Kal, OLS ELS 

<"" '1" f)' '8o OEO'l707TJr:;. Kal, OUTOL TOV p..W WTOV l7pOUn EV1'a£ 

1'V1'oiJ OEa1T()1'OV '1JfLtCf 1'OV p..£O'fJov l7OpC'OVTES Kat 
~ ~, " '1" A , ,~,

OLoOVTfS f~ WV al7OO'1'€pOVO"L. Ka£TOL KaL 1'WV €l7L

¢aviiJV €law at KWfLaL Ka~ TWV oiwv TE OVTWII XEtpa
"e \ I '\ \' l' \ ~ ,..
OpES aL /\Vl7OVp..EVOLr:;. a/\/\, OLfLaL, 1'0 KaKWS 170LE LV 
'" I , \ fJ"')" I ~ I ...
OLWKOV1'fS, OU TO l7a E£V 'f'WYOVTES ovvap..Ets nvwv 

civovvTaL j air:; Xp0p..EVOL 170AAov Xpovov l7po~6VTOS 
3R ii. 508 KaL I l7pOS TOVS I aVTwv KVptOUS 1'OVTO Tf]S yf]s F 410 

(30vAop..€V7]S aypLOv €O'T7]UaV o~f)aAp..ov WS avaYK7]S 
'" 1ft:. I "", r I \,

p..ElI OIlTES EsW' yvwp..T/ oE €pyal;,0p..€VOL KO.L oUX 
<,I,' ~""'f) f I, 12 <a'f'op..EVOL 7TJS Y1JS, EL p..1J l7E£ OLEV aVTOVS. • 01. 
~,.... ... \ '" I \
OE l7pW1'OL 1'aV'Ta 1'E1'OI\p..7]KOTES €axov Tax€WS 1701\
\ \ " \ 8' ... S! II\OVS' TOVS' aKOI\OV 7]aaV1'as KaKOV l7apao€£yp..aTOS 

, I f' , ).. ,1'8' 
YEVOp..€VOVS p..Lp..7]1'as. EL Ot p..EV ypa'f'0V1'aL Kat 

Ka1'7]yopoVO'L, 1'OtS 8' €luI, (301jf)ovVT€S Ka1.. Mytp. Ii 

\ \1 ... I " • Q fJ" <I,Kat 7iI\EOV TWV V0JLl.tlV 7]VEyK€V ° fi07] WV, (]JaT 
l' \. I 8 I '\ If... Q \

€tvat TO OpWp..EVOV Eap..a €I\€E£VOV. 1'f., 1'OVTO; fioat 

TWV l7Ep£ ~V yf]v €XOV1'WV, YAW1'1'aL fJpaa€taL, 17),,7]
t;;1 ,,, t;;' " 'f \ ,f)OS aVI'otKWV, aywvES, otKat, V(.Ka£. Kat 0 p..EV EtS 

1 o~ conj. Re., }'.: B€ Re. text (MSS.). 

2 VE[lQS o,j Re., F,: Id,oos TOO Goth. (MSS,). 

3 aVrwl' Re., F.: au-rwl' Goth. (~fSS.). IKuptous <€1TtU1TfPX0I'-


Tn,> coni. He., F., Harmand. . 
4 aIJTo'v> Goth., Harmand (AP): atfrOVS Re., F. (other 

MSS.). 

5 Ka~ AOYCP <Ka~ €PY<P> conj. Re., F. (2\1): om. Goth.• Har
mand (other MSS.). 
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a system of protection as this which our enemies 
would want us to have.a 

11. But the quest for a protector is not peculiar 
to those estates which belong to many landowners 
who each possess a small area, but also to those who 
have a single owner} These too have recourse to 
the hireling and pay the price, but at the owner's 
cost, and they provide their gifts from what they 
deprive him of. Yet these villages belong to men of 
standing, too, people capable of offering a protecting 
hand to the distressed. But, to be sure, it is in 
quest of committing mischief, not in avoidance of 
suffering it, that the villages buy the aid of certain 
individuals. They: employ it over a long period of 
time, even against their landlords, though the land 
needs working; they look on them with wrathful eye, 
as if they work as they like, are beyond compulsion, 
and will not put a hand to the soil, unless they per
suade themselves. 12. The first to behave with such 
impudence soon have plenty of followers to imitate 
their bad example. Then, the one party begins pro
ceedings and files charges, but the others have 
protectors, even in argument. And the protector 
is more influential than the laws, so that what is to 
be seen is a pitiful spectacle-protests from the 
peasantry, the bandying of high words, a crowd of 
lawyers, legal arguments, decisions, and the winning 
of the case. And off goes the owner with head 

a Of. Or. 30. 10 if.. whcl'p. a ~imilll.l' ~(lmhin~tion of im
perial'self-i~terest and' fin~n~iai j~~ti~~-is-~d~~~ 

II The inhahitants of this type of village are eoloni, the 
landlords only too often decurions. The development of 
patronage of this kind seems to have been comparatively 
recent. 
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A' 'A\lI t~'" lily
Y1]V KV1TTWV a1T1]I\UEV, OL Of E1TOVTaL Twoa~OVTES. 

{' ~I ,t A f3 "..." I
OLOV 01] n Kat TO 1TEP' 1]p,as, aOMEV, YEYEv1]Tat.

'I ~ 1'\ ... I ,.. t 1'\ \ , ,13 • OVoaLOL TWV 1Tavv Y1JV TJp,tV 1TOI\VV Epya-

R .. 509 r' , , If' t.l_~ ,\ 11. .."Op,EVOt XPOVOV, YEVEas TETTapas, E1T€Ovp,1]uav p'1] 

" ~ l' " ",' ,01T€P 1]uav ELva, Kat TOV 1Tal\atOV a1TOUEtUap-fVOt 

'vyOV ~gtovv 0p£UTat TOU 1TWS ~p,tv alh-ots XPTJ-

TauT,'" ~UT€OV'1€ vat. ... ouK eV€YKOVT€S xPWP-€ 'ea otKOr 
, '0' {jf '" ,tUTTJpu.p. KaL p,a WV 0 Ka 1]p,EVOS TtVES OVTES EtS 

I ..., I , "/~" ,
TLVa 1TapOLVOVULV EV TLV£ Tas EI\1Ttoas EXOVT€S, TOVS 
\,,~ ~ \... ~ ...... " ,

p'EV EOTJU€ OL1TI\~ OEUp,cp, Tep T€ OtKTJp,aTt KaL (1£
~ , \ ~ , ,,, ,t..' , '\ " 
OTJPep, TOVS OE Ta OVTa 't'paUOVTas EK€I\EVU€V aYE~ 

II ' ' '''' \ \' I It,uuaL. K(1.t TaVTa €t1TWV KaL xaI\E1T1]vas 1TpOS ep,e F 41 

e ' \ I " , \ t' t ~t , ,
P-V1Ju EVTa I\VU€WS CPXETO a1TLWV ETEpwue, Ot 0 E1Tt 

TO TWV 1ToMwv 1TC1AaLup,a, TOV OlKOV TOU UTpaTTJYOU, 
, " I ... I So' I "~ \R ii. 510 Kat TTJV fVaVTtaV TOtS otKatOts aumoa. Kat KPt

0 , ,... ,.... '\' ff 14' 
a, KaL ULTOS Ka£ V1JTTat Ka, XLI\OS t1T1TOtS. • Kat 
t, f I: 'A 1 , \' \ 'I: to P,€V 1TpOUETasEV Eav TOVS I\L1TOVTas T'l}V TaSLV, 0 
~, t' , , , , t ~ ''1 t't 
o€ V1T1JKOVUE TE Ka£ V1TEUX€TO. Kat 0 oLKa~wv 0 

p,Jv OVK 7jv, 7jv, 3 0' 7jv, OVK 7jv, o,VTt OL-KaUTOU 

uvv~yopos. TOtyapouv E[AKEV V1TO T'iJv ~fj~ov ~p-iis 
lI' t f t f f "\ \ "_"\ , \

Kau EKaUTTJV 7Jp,Epav 1TEP-1TWV aMOV E1T aMCP, TO 

~01j {JoVAOfL€VOS, TO p,~1TW fLEfL~6fLEVOS, U1TEVOWV 
" "0' ... e"'" I 'fl Ii'Em T'l}V EX pay TOtS EOLS' xapLV. Kat OVTWS 1]V 
~ ... \ \ ~ , ,..., tI {j' t 
01}I\OS TO o£Ka£ov 1TpOTJuop,evos TiJ xap£n, WU ot 

1 7TpotJlTag£ll ea" Re., F.: 7TpotJrtage KaV Goth. (MSS.). 

a Harmand (p. 192) assumed that the court hearing took 
place in the village. But disputes between landlord and 
tenant were conducted before the governor (Or. 45. S if.), 
and the court was therefore held in Antioch. It may be 
presumed that the general's quarters were there, too. For 
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downcast, and they follow, jeering at him,-an ex
perience, Sire, such as I personally have experienced. 

18. For a lOJ?g t~e now, four generations in fact, 
we have had as tenants working on land some real, 
proper Jews. They conceived the desire not to 
remain as they were, and, casting off their long
established yoke, they presumed to define how I 
should employ them. I refused to accept this and 
had recourse to the courts. a The president of the 
court learned who they were, who was the victim 
of their insolence and who it was on whom they 
placed their hopes, and he had them arrested in a 
double bondage-in prison and in chains, and he 
commanded the summoning of witnesses to relate 
the facts. After making this pronouncement and 
losing his temper with me when I made mention of 
their release, he packed his bags and went off else
where. But they resorted to the usual trick and 
made for the general's quarters, their shield against 
the claims of justice. Then came the presents of 
barley and corn, and ducks, and fodder for the 
horses. 14. And the general ordained the release 
of these who had deserted their post, and the 
governor obeyed aD:d promised to do so. And there 
the judge became what he was not and ceased to be 
what he was: instead of judge he became advocate. 
Anyway, day after day he tried to hale me into 
court, sending one messenger after another, demand
ing my presence immediately, reproving me for my 
non-attendance, zealous in promoting an unholy 
piece of favouritism. It was so obvious that he 
intended to sacrifice justice for influence that -oeonle 

.. A. 

problems concerning Libanius' Jewish tenants cf. Intro
duction, p. 496 f. 
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\ 'c I ),......... t"" ~ I 

VUKTOS ESLOVTES' 1Tap aUTOV TWV 7JfLtV E1TLTTJO€LWV 

ors O'VV'TVYXdVOLEV gAEYOV KEK.pl0'8at pm T1jv OlK7JV 
" I )f .Q "'., ~I .. \ ~ 

Kat TO KpaTOS EO'€CJVa£ TWV aV'TtOLKWV. 15. Kat ws 
"'fJ''' 'f' '<;' I D ,.. " t,

TOUI} OVTWS 	 EtX€V, fOELXVTJ TTJS f1TLOVO'TJS. Ot fLEV 

R, it 511 yap 	p,Ee' ~Jkwv OVTES P~TOP€S ~KOVOV OTt I OE£ 
'" , ').D I "" '" '" "" \ , IO'tW7Tav €V a't'VOVLC(- TWV LO'XVPWV, TWV OE O'VV EKE/,
,~\ ., :) II " ..... A ttl ,..

VOtS OUoEV TJV aO'vEVES €V O'KtaLS TOLS a1TaO'L. 77JS 
,/, ,). <;' \ 	 {}' If \ I \ t D I c.
't'7J't'0V (.IE TEfl€LO'TJS OLaV TO Kpavos Kat 0 I}wpa'ij
"0 \ t \ 	 1 '<;' I < ), /,)., ,\,/

TJ E/\EV, aV70V EOLWKEV 0 E't'TJ't'tO'p,EVOS, OV yap €£u 
\ ~\., ,. \ \ \ ., J . ,~, 

TO O'VVELOOS TJpEJkELV, KaL 7TPOS 70VS ELO'LOV7as OVo€V 
, I " I " ~" ()'aLTLWJkEVOVS wfLvv 7TaVTas OpKOVSI/ fLTJv op TJV 1T€"e !' I, '(' \ t,.. ""[;7TOtTJO' 0.1, TTJv KptO'LV. TJT70V yap 7JYEtTO KaK.OV TTJv J.~ 412 
, \ 8 \ 	 "P ,,\ ).6' t 6' IE tS TOVS EOVS aO'€o/",€o Lav '1} TO 't' ey\) au at 'Tt TOVTWV 

" ,.. II 	 P 1\ ",. I " a O'tyaO'vaL 	 /"'OV/\oL7 av 0 O'TpaT7JYos. 16. ov 
'c'" "'\\ <;' <;' I '\ 'D '" TJsLOVV EyWyf fLaMov OEOLEvaL TO /\vp.a.WEO'vaL TOtS 
<;' I '" 0' 0 '<' \ '" \ IOLKaLOtS' '1} TO 1TV .EO' at TtVas WS aV70S TaVTa KE/\EV

" , " 	 <;'1 '''' I ,O'ELEV. U EL p'EV EO'TL oLKaLa, TL av aLO'xvvoLTO " € I, 
<;" "<;' ,.... 1 '8 '" '<;" '<;'" ,
OE aOLKa, TL TWV 70LOV'TWV €o1TL VP,€£; EL 0 OVOE qJ,OL 

\ <;'1 "ll,.. \,.. "" '\1 I
TO OLKaLOV €O'WU7J T£[> 1T/\<:LO'Ta O'l} 1T€oP" /\oyOVS' Kap,

\ I ~, ,~ I' 

VOVTL Kat ypaJkp,aO'L OTJ 7Tapa O'OV KEKOO'Jk7Jp,EVcp Kat 
, '" ). I "t. , I " \

T7JV TWV 7TE't'0tT71K07WV ES OV7L /\V1T'1}V, 'Tt XP7J 7T€opt 
'" »\ , 1" <;' , I " t \ Q ' 

TWV a/\/\wv OLS OVOEV TOV'TWV EO'TLV v1To/\alktJavELv; 

n ii. 512 17. TavTt I p,~v o.ov ds a1T6oELgw ELp7JTal pm TOO 
2

TatS arr00'7po¢aZs TaVTaLO'L TaZs TWV yEWpyWV 
\ \ \" <;' I 8 e' < I '<;' ,1TO/\/\OVS OLKOVS otaafLEa at. Ka EK.aaTTJV yap 071 

'\ ...., '''' <;" 8' 31TO/UV TOLOVTOL JkEV YEWPYOL, TO LaVTat Of vpat, 

1 a.~7'Ov Re., F.: a.Vrov Goth. (JlfSS.). 


2 d1TOa7'pO~a.rs Re., F. (A): a1TO'TpO,pa'is Goth. (other »1SS.). 

II 8fjpa.t Harmand (M corrected). 


--~"----------------.,------

a These wouid be the official visitors. honorat'i like 
Libanius or principales at least. and would see this piece of 
chicanery as a precedent contrary to their own interests. 
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who left him one night told the friends of mine whom 
they met that my case had been decided and that 
my adversaries would gain the day. 15. And that 
this was the case was demonstrated next day, for 
the lawyers on our side were told that they must 
keep mum, however strong their a:rgumentsJ and 
that my opponents' supporters had a watertight 
case, though in every particular it was sheer humbug. 
The verdict went as the helmet and cuirass dictated, 
but the judge who had given this verdict became 
his own accuser, for his conscience gave him no 
peace, and to his visitors,a though they made no 
accusation, he tried to swear all kinds of oath that 
he really had given a straight verdict. His notion 
was that impiety towards the gods is less of an evil 
than the utterance of anything that the general 
would want hushed up. 16. I, for one, felt that the 
general showed more disquiet at the perversion of 
justice than at the spread of the news that it had 
been done at his order. But if it is justified, why 
should he feel ashamed? If it is not, why be so 
eager for such things? And if justice has not been 
preserved for me even, despite my long labours in 
the service of education, b despite the receipt of 
honours by letters from yourself,c and the support 
I shall have in the annoyance felt by my ex~pupils, 
what must be expected in the case of others who 
have none of these advantages? 

17. Now, I have mentioned this as a demonstra
tion of the damage done to many families by these 
desertions of peasants, for in every city there are 
such peasants, such doors to receive them, such pay-

b Libanius' favourite form of sel£-commendation. 

C 
 The honorary prefecture, Or. ~. 8, 30. 1, 45. 1 and notes. 
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TOtOVTOt O£ lUO'()ot, TotavTat o~ <TVVBfjKat, To£aVTa 

o~ Klp01]} TotaVTal. OE '1]piaL, TOtaWat Of Eij~po-
, ... <;'\').. \ \ t ... 

avvat, TotaVTat OE KaT7}'fEtaL. Kat. yap £K TWV 
", , ,... .. e~ \ , " \ ... fQ I 
a.N\WJI aypwII OIS OOOS OUK EV£ TO. TOtaUTa UtJpl.
y ... '\ I '" I \'
~E£V, yvval.Kas KaTaI\L1TOVTES OUK 01\''10' KaL TEKVa 
.J..I \ \ ', ) I \ 
'f'EpOVTat 1TPOS TOUS U1XVOVTas €KEtVOVS, TOUS , , ", ... ,
TOtOVTOUS 1TVPYOUS, a1TOl\avO'ollT€S T7}S 1TapaVOJ1-ov 

OVVtlJ1-€WS. KaV 0 KaT7}yopwv YEV1]Ta£ TWV TO;; 

orpaT7}Yov TtS, aiJTip p"€AEtV El1T(1v I TOV KaT1]YO- F 418 
, "" I ) .....'llpOUJ1-EVOU KaTO.1Tal\aLO'as TOY a£TtaO'ap.,EVOV a1T1]l\u€. 

18. Ttvos o~ (1TavO'a£)l TaVTaO't TaS Ol.aS-oO'ELSI; Tt
... ... ' '<'c ' a \, , ,

VOS T1]p1]O'at TO£S EKO€bafLEVOLS' TOUS aypovs; 0'011, 

R ii. 518 j3aO'tAEV, TO [PYOll. I 1Tapa O'oiJ 7TpOcnJKEt TO OWPOJI 
'\ Ll ... , \ () ... , " 8 \ \ \

tl\UE LV. 0'011 Kal. 1Ta ELY TL Ka£ I.aO'ao at Kat fL1] 1'011 

CfjAOV €p7TOVTa 1TEPLtOEtV. fLaMay O€ 1ToA-ov fLEV ';;01] 
A A I ~ ,,~\ ", \

TOUTO 1T€pLW1TTat XpOVOV, OEt OE aUTO 7TOV Kal. 

O'Tfjva£. 

9 'E I " t \ - ...,1. p1]O'ETat TO£VUV fLE TLS' U1TEp TWV yEWpyWV €L 
\ 'I:' Q II I < ... 'Y \ \ ,

fL1] €!:,EGT(U tJ01]uEtas EaUTO!S 1TOp"~ELV. Tas fLEV OVK 
''<'' .J..' " \ "" KaKas\ ''<'''' 1TPW-IaotKOUS 'f'a£1]v aV, Tas oE ouoafLws. 

T'T)v fLEV ~V 1Tapa l'WV BEWV, ~ ylVO/'T' av Evxats 
, fJ '" \ '<" f!.' I Q'\

7€ Kat vf.pa1TELatS· E1TELTa T1JV ot UoaTWlI tJl\a1T
, \, B' \\' \:" '.J.. '\ '" 70VTWV fJ-ElI a1TW OUp..EVWV, fLEI\I\OVTWV o€ W'f'EI\EW 

, I " ,\ I '" 
€'T1'ayop..€VWV. fO'Tt Kat TOUS KVPLOUS TWlI KT7}

I \ f '4 ... )..'\ fJ ,
p..aTWV 7TPOS aVTOUS 1TOL1]O'at 'f'Ll\aVVpW1TOTEPOVS,
( \ , '.1" '1. ... \ '" \ \ \:' ...

WS TO. fJ-ElI ocpELI\OVO'LV a<.pEwa" Ta Of KaL oouvaL, 
" '1'\:" \ ''\'\''\ "" ...1]V l' au O"K1JS' 'T1'OU 1TpOS al\l\1]I\OVS O€WVTaL, TOVTOll 

1 ('1TctVO"at> F.: <a'1Toq;pd.rrEw> conj. Re. . 

2 OLaOVO"ELS conj. Re., F.: omAvO"ELS Goth., Re. text (MSS.). 

3 Jl(oegapipo£s conj. Re., F.: £1(>"E~apJ.I'O£S Goth., Re. text 


(MSS.). 4 awovs Re., F.: Ilirrovs Goth. (ms.). 
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ments, such agreements, such gains and such losses, 
such transports of joy and such depths of despair. a 

Moreover, from the other estates those who do not 
have their way clear for such excesses, many of them 
deserting their wives and children, scuttle to those 
persons of influence , such towers of strength, to enjoy 
their illegal power to the full. And even if the 
accuser be a member of the general's train, he tells 
him that he will deal with the offender, and off he 
goes, leaving the accuser floored. 18. Whose job is 
it, then, to put' a stop to evasions like this? and 
whose to preserve their estates for those who in
herited them? The task is yours, Sire. It is proper 
that this bounty should come from you. I t is for 
you to feel some concern and to provide the cure 
and not to ignore the growing spread of spite. In 
fact, this has already been ignored for long enough 
already; a stop must surely be put to it. 

19. Well, I may be asked on behalf of the peasants, 
aren't they to be allowed to get help for themselves? 
Certainly, would be my reply, provided it is not 
illegal, but never any that is evil. First there is 
that from the gods, which may be gained by prayers 
and acts of worship. Then there is that from water: 
if it does harm, it is shut off, but if it is likely to be 
of assistance, it is let in. They can even make their 
masters more kindly disposed towards them, so as 
either to allow a remission of debts, or even to offer 
a grant and again, if they ever need to have recourse 
to·law between each other, they should approach the 

4 The father of the recent consularis Eutropin8 (PLEE 
318 (8); Seeck 158 (v)) had been such a fugitive colonu9, 
which adds spice to the statements here. For legislation 
concerning these coloni cf. O. Th. 5 . .17. 
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1 (Zcnlvo., F.: (lSIvo., Goth., Re. (lI[SS.). 

2 /Cav F.: 11'0.1 Goth., Re. (lIiSS.). 

3 <~> conj. Re., F.: aVEK1'6v n Ka.t KaA6v Harmand (I 


marg.): 	KaAdvom. IBl\L 
4 110oo'i conj. Re., F.; 7TQ~E;: Goth., Re. text (;\Iss.). 

a A prime need of the peasantry, besides that of protection 
from outside aggression, involves the security' of their irriga
tion rights (contrast § 5). Yet another is the reasonable 
settlement of disputes. Indebtedness of peasant to landlord 
(Jo. Chl'Ys. !Jom. -in ilfatth. 61, P.O. lviii. 591; Salvian, 
de Gnb. Dei, 5. 8, P.L. liii. 101 ff.) is an economic factor 

.5]8 



ORATION XLVII, 19-22 


owner, unless some higher authority is required.a 

20. But they must not have recourse to assistance 
of every type, the illegal, for instance, or that 
which robs me of what is mine. We have cities on 
our frontier, Sire, facing the barbarians: if one city 
is worsted by another, and out of rancour or spite 
calls the near-by barbarians to be its allies/} .will its 
conduct be supportable or right, and will it deserve 
praise and not punishment? In my opinion, it would 
deserve to be razed to the ground and become a 
tomb for its citizens, so as not to win a victory of 
this kind. If it had to gain the day by some additi
onal support this ought to have come from within 
and from its own people. 21. Nor again is it right 
for a slave, if he demands justice for wrongs suffered, 
to look to any Tom, Dick or Harry, and to present 
himself before anyone who is not his owner and im
plore his aid, while ignoring his master. For he 
would no longer belong entirely to his master, but 
he would present his protector with the lion's share 
in any division of his loyalty and personal services. 
Certainly, it is right that he should secure justice, 
but he should secure it through his master. To do 
so through somebody else often means the master 
losing his slave altogether, since he is despised as a 
result of the assistance rendered by another. 

22. .. Well," it may be said, "what happens if 

most prominent at this time because of fiscal pressures 
exerted bvthe.!rovernment, and is here skated over. Libanius' 
conception of the landlord' ( =decurion) as patron bears little 
relation to the facts. 

/; A not impossible idea, canvassed by Themistius, 0". 8. 
115 c, and at the level of the individual reiterated by the 
Greek fugitive at the court of Attila, Priscu$, fro 8 (F.Il.G. 
(ed. Muller) 4.86-88), and Salvinn. l()c. cit. 
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24. Olicev OEWOV, ~7]at, 1TpoaAaf3e'iv K7]OEj.tOvas. 

1 oux 'KaIlOI' Re., F.: oiixi Kall Goth. (CAP): OUK all IBM. 
2 11'paYI.l.uaw lKu)/611 lI1BB.: /Jeav6v om. Cobet, Harmand, 

bracketed F. 
:i a~w)/ Goth., Harmand (1'48S.): IlWW)/ Re., F. 

a Reiske confessedly found the whole of the preceding 
section difficult to understand, and not without reason. 
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the landlord is incapable of doing the job, and some 
more powerful personage is needed?" Then let the 
peasant tell the master, and he tell this other. You, 
my man, make your request to him, and let him pass 
it on. You would get help in this way, and he would 
suffer no harm, since the order of precedence in such 
matters remains firmly fixed. It would surely not 
happen that officials would listen to and act in col
lusion with these farm-workers, these country bump
kins who have their oxen for company, and would 
pay no attention to their masters, or think it im
proper to take from the master and proper to take 
from the man, even though it amounts to the same 
thing. It is a different matter for the masters to 
make a contribution to these mandarins for the sake 
of their tenants and for the tenants to do so to their 
masters' hurt. In the first case, the possessors are 
confirmed in their position; in the second, their 
confidence is undermined and it is as though the rot 
has set in. 23. Moreover, not a few of these landlords 
have influence, too, and from it they can even assist 
others. Then how is it that it is not sufficient for 
them, or rather for both the tenants and their 
estates, for the military commanders to attain their 
pre-eminence by their agency? For, surely, if they 
attained it by means of the landlords, they never 
thought to employ their possessions as weapons 
against them too. But it was possible for them, 
when they wished to do so against the leading citi
zens, and then against a host of the rest, so as to be 
able to act in the manner I have described above. 
Hence they regard the possessors of a notable but 
non-military influence as simply non-existent.a 

~4. No harm is done, so I am told, by acquiring 
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3 TOLS conj. Re., F. (ClBM): TO~S Goth.; Re. text (AP). 
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fresh protectors. But it is not this that was demon
strated in my argument about the slaves G; and let 
me make the same demonstration about the peasants, 
too. Suppose those, to whom they really belong, by 
will of the god are deprived of their power, it is 
better that they should live their lives in their 
masters' weakness and endure their lot rather than 
purchase such a power as this and show up the 
owners. Take the case of a woman: if she belonged 
to two men, she would have more influence, but you 
would not welcome her having one in marriage and 
the other in adultery. Yet it is often possible for 
the adulterer to be the richer man, and the woman 
might get from him more than she could from the 
man who took her in the bonds of matrimony. Are 
we going to let her get away with it, then, if she says 
that there is a difference between one and two, be
tween the short and the tall, between the handsome 
and the ugly? If we do, the most binding link 
of society, the tie of marriage, will vanish. 

25. Some of the toadies of the officials will put 
forward some such argument as this, that there will 
be a loss of income for the military commanders if 
this source is stopped. Well, what is wrong in stop
ping these present dishonest gains? What we ought 
to consider is not whether they will get less but 
whether such a situation is more honest than the 
present one, and whether it rids the generals of their 
ill repute, for there will be the same profit for the 
'wrong-doer as for his victim-the discontinuance of 
wrong-doing, whether it be suffered or inflicted. 

26. Another objection is that it win be bad for the 
morale of the generals not to be aHowed to reap 
this harvest. Thieves too, burglars, pick-pockets, 
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1 	 'TOll before 'TOLS Goth., Re. (CAP): transposed F.: om. 
IBl\L 
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grave robbers and the riflers of temple treasures all 
resent being punished for their respective offence, 
but for all their resentment, the laws proclaim what 
their punishment will be, if caught, and this, though 
it does not entirely remove the tendency towards 
crime, removes no small part of it. No one is so 
senseless as to venture to say " Sire, let us do away 
with the laws that check these rascalities, so as not to 
annoy those who are prevented from enriching them
selves thereby, nor yet to appear to begrudge people 
their prosperity." 

27. Not even for military officers should the way 
to base gain be opened, nor should we keep an eye 
on their interests while ignoring the class of small 
proprietors. This is not what keeps the Roman 
empire in safety and its enemies in fear, if day and 
night alike our commanders require fresh strong
boxes because of the money that pours in upon them. 
A commander becomes no more of a commander 
because of his wealth, but because of his ability and 
skill, and love of glory, and his fear of dishonour 
rather than death. 28. Nor yet would the man who 
can count his fortune in millions be the proper man 
to hold this command, but rather one who can list 
spoils of war, prisoners and trophies,-the sort of 
people our fathers had the good fortune to behold. 
One such, after commanding large forces over a long 
period, was hard put to it to purchase a single farm, 
and not one that was much esteemed, either.. He had 
eleven slaves, a dozen mules, three horses and four 
Spartan hounds, but, for all that, the fear he inspired 
dwelt deep in the hearts of the barbarians. He 
married my aunt: she brought him a large dowry, 

II 	 €T£ Re., F.: Tt Goth. (lIISS.). 
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, , " , A tJ" ,~\ A t
f1-EVWV, Et Eunv av'TO£S O(JOV E(J'TLV~: EV DE TO£S VP.E

S
'TEpOtS 8r;aavpo'is, ous €O€t 	y€J.t€LV fLEiAAov 'T~s 

" " F 419, ,.."OVTas "<'TOVS\)4 '" E'1T , I OV'TWV,>IapX1Js 1) 'TWV aUTO£S' 
R ii. 520 f.1,tKPOfJ 'TOVDac/>os I a'1Tav 6pEi'Tat, TO KpV'1T'T6f.1,€VOV 

'" \ ''I I fA'" \ ) .I. I 'C:- , , 5:' \ , ,
uE Ol\l.yOV. VfLELS DE a.p.-r0npa EtOO'TES OWEV EKE£

" , \ I D fI\ , 'I 'I , , ,
VWV E7Tt 'TOUS 7TOI\Ef1-0VS EI\KE'TE, al\l\a KEtf1-EVWV a7T
EXEu8E Kat 'TaV'Ta 5v'TOS AOYWf.1,ofJ 'T,ov '1TapaWOVV'TOS

8 s ~ '" I "fI 	 """ , \ ,a7T'TE(] at. O. 1)O€WS 0 av 1]pOf1-1]V av'TOVs €Vav-
I ,..<;1 ,.. 8 ' " R 1\ I \ "8nov 'TOUOE 'TaU pOVOV n Kat fJoVI\ETat 'TO 7T1\1] OS 
,""' I """ , "t,.., "'" 

av'TO£S 'TOV'TWV 'TWV XP1Jp.a'TWV Ka£ ns a vovs TWV 
\1,. " '8 I \1 " awpwv. OV'TE yap vya'TEpas l\€yOV'TES I\EYO£EV av 

1 up-a, conj. Re., F.: ~p-afi Goth., Re. text (lI£SS.). 
2 EV B>tbroU(]L Cobet, F.: SM1TOuat coni. Re.: J[.L{3M1T01}(ll 

Goth., Re. text (:uss.):· . . . 
a VjL€T€pOLficonj. Goth., Re., F. (BM): ~P-€T'POL,Goth. text 

(CAPI). " (7'ov,> conj. Re., F. 
5 1TO/lijLOUS' Goth., F. (AP): 1ToA€jLloVfi Re. (CIBM). 

a On this unexpected family connection of Libanius (j. 
Pack, Studies. pp. 8 f. 
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but his bride-gift was his fame.a After marriage, he 
did not go in for drinking, even at dinner; nor did 
he do so in the course of his command, either on issue 
or on receipt of an invitation, but he kept control of 
his belly no less than of his men. As for the generals 
of today b-what ruins them is precisely this life of 
plenty, which causes them to have more regard for 
their lives than for their reputations, and induces 
them to shun noble ventures and to make for what 
provides the means of loose living. 29. Hence you 
should not all C present the commanders with op
portunities for making money, but you should show 
yourselves as desiring great deeds from them. As it 
is, they have eyes for one thing only-money j any 
excuse which can provide it is eagerly seized, and 
such are the mountains of gold and silver mounting 
up for them at home, with one piled on top of another, 
that, upon being told by those in charge of this 
business, they hardly believe that they have as much 
as they do have. But in your treasuries, which, as 
being those of the state rather than of the officers 
in charge of them, ought to be full to overflowing, one 
can see practicltlly the whole floor bare, and the 
amount contained is paltry. You are well aware of 
both facts, and yet you take from those people 
nothing for your wars: you keep clear of their 
deposits, even though commonsense demands that 
you should seize them. 30. I would like to ask them, 
here before vour throne, what is their idea in amas
sing such fortunes, and what is the intention behind 
their piles of treasure. If they talk of their daughters, 

~ OJ. Or. 2. 37 if. 
c Emperors in general, including Theodosius. An appeal 

to imperial esprit de corps, as in Or. 24. 
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"ll' '\ ,1 , "" I ," 11 
n OUt! VLOVS' OU7E yalJ.ovs 71 KEl.VWV 71 TOV7WV OU7E 

\ , fl'" ,~, _"\ \ " 
KatpoV EtS V1Ta70VS' aYOV7a OVo aM71V afLEIJ.11'70V 
~ f I~ I , If' l' " , f 
oa7TaV71V ovoEfLtav. avaYKa':tE'T OW E1T EKE£V71V 
" \ \ 'Q \ I "'~\ N , " 
LEVat Kat 70V OV fJOVI\OfLEVOV> 71V OVOE ovap EVVOE'LV 
, ).. \ I " " f '" , '\ I I

aa'f'aMS. OV'TWS' Et ns vp.aS' EV El\a'T'TOUt 11'OL71

O'ELEV, EUEPYE77JS av EZ71 fLo».oV ~ d 11'aV'Ta 3ot71' 
°1 ,~, , .\ ~ I \ \ Q I '\ \' 
o • Et 0 OVK av OVVatVTO fL71 l\afLfJaVEtv} al\l\ 

, I ... \\' \ I (I 'I 
avaYK71 VOO'EW, 7T01\I\01.- KpOVVOL- TOV'TOLS PEOVUtV a11'O 

R ii. 521 1TOAAWV I TWV 1T7JYWV OpfLWpAEVOt Kat 7TOAAaKLS' ;Ka-

M/~ '" \ K I \ \ I
O'TOV wav 7TOLOVVTES Kat tVvpav Kat 7a 'TOV'TWV. 

'" " , \ A ", A

'TOO'OVTOV fLEV EO'n 70 1Tapa TWV 1TEpt av'TOvS' TWV 
~ ~ , " ,... 't I \ {3 , '" 
UWOV7WV, 07l'WS aV7oLS' €SEL71 l\af1.: av€w, TOUOVTOV 
~\ \ \... J..'" 1 '" \ I l' " fA
oE 'TO 7Tapa 77JS' 'TpO'f'71S' TWV I\OXWV. OLS' EVt ':tWV7a 

11'OtEtV TOV olXOfLEVOV ~O'OtEtV 7E aUTOtS' EV 7ep .70i] 
'" " OC)" ~ \, 1\f)7€ VEW'TOS' ovop,an. 0;<,. OV7WV OE 'TOV'TWV fLEyal\wv

, \ IT \' If \ (~ I \"
EtO't aKTWI\Ot p,Et':t0VES', xpvaoS' ° otKatWS' fL€V av 

I , A \.«\ !"\ f) f 
p,ELvaS' EV 'TatS' XEpO'l. TWV O'TpanW7WV, p,E LO''Ta

~\ , \ \ '" '" 1" \ F
p,EVOS DE E7T£ 'TaS' TWV (]'7'pa77JYWV,: <.p 1T€V7JS' 'T€ Kat 420I'0' f I I If", 
a VfLOTEP0S' 0 fLaXLfL0S' y"yvE7aL fLEP71 'TE V7Too71

fLaTwv ~opwv Ko.' XAafLvooS' E£owAov. 1ToMaKLS' DE 
\ , \" \ f).. , fI ,,, ,\, 

Kat a1TO 771S' yaO''TpOS 71 'f'0pa, WO''T ayovuw E1Tt 'TaS' 

H, ii. 522 ptlXaS' 1T€LVWVTa U6JfLa'Ta. I 33. l~EVP717a£ DE Kat 

elMo. ao~taf£a'Ta xpvalnooS' y~s OU xEtpw. {3paov
\ "{3 \... \ \ , ) I '\I 

771S' T71S' OVI\'T)S' 7TEpL TLfL71V OVK apxatav fLEV, ELO'E(t
" i.' \ " i' ,. " \ ,., 'I'll' (f)ovaav oE op,WS', Et'Ta 'TOV7 0PY71V €1TOt710'EV, EW at 

I T~S TPO~~S conj. Re., F.: TV Tpoffi Goth., Re. text (HSS.). 

a Along with Croesus and Midas, Cinyras of Paphos, 
king of Cyprus, was one of the legendary millionaires of 
Greece: c/. Or. i. 273, :it5. '&3 if., 55. 2i; Homer, Ii. 
11.20f. 

l> Pactolus, the Lydian " river of gold." cf. Or. 21. 24, 
62.66. 
528 



ORATION XLVII, 30-33 


or their sons, or the weddings of either, or the career 
preliminary to the consulship, or any other type of 
legitimate expe:Qditure--these would be mere noth
ings. So even if anyone baulks, force him to under
take an expenditure that he would not even dream 
of without alarm. So, anybody who brings you 
people down a peg or two would be doing us more 
of a good tum than ifhe gave us everything. 31. But 
if it is impossible to keep them from taking their 
pick, and if .they needs must err, then there are 
many springs flowing for them, starting from many 
a source, which time and again tum everyone of 
them into a millionaire.a First, there is all that 
which their dependants offer so that they too can take 
their pickings. Then, there is what they can get 
from the regimental ration returns: here they can 
keep the dead alive and themselves draw rations in 
the dead man's name. 32. These are big enough, 
but there are bigger Bonanzas b still-the gold that 
should properly stay in the hands of the men but 
yet finds its way into those of the commander. As 
a result the fighting man is pauperized, his morale 
lowered, as he wears his scraps of boots and his 
ghost of a uniform. And quite often the contribution 
he makes is from his belly, so that they lead into 
action starving bodies. 33. Other dodges too have 
been devised-each as good as a gold mine. The 
city council is slow with some honorarium which, 
though not of long standing, has yet made its debut. e 
'1''L:~ _~"..l.j.N ~..... ,"o<>.o,..,+rn"'n+~\.;~"",""..L",......u.",, _ ~nr1 _ th~.; c .... ---~~11I':; .1.1.1 - .1l1;~U.J.L~ .. .." ...... __ (lonseouent 

C T'P.~. payment (so Reiske), rather than prestige (as 
Harmand, pp. 4~, 159), seems to be the point here. The 
refusal by the council to make ihis new-fangled contribution 
results only in further extortion. 
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\\ I' ,~\ , ~8 
Ka7(Ulllaya~ XPTffJ,a7a. XPTffJ,a7a OE KaKE£ EV' (TTpa-


I , ,.. '0''( , 1',(

TtwT1]S ayopawv €PE ~,:>E£ aKW7TTWV Ka£ KV£~WV
f, 1\ R' I'" I' I

p1)fJ,aO't Kat l\ap,f..1aVOfJ,EVOS Ka£ EI\KWV Kat E7TtO'7TW
'8'(1" , 1" ~ p,EVOS. €t 0 fJ,EV a7TT€7at 1TWS Kat aVTOS' TWV 1TE

, ~I'" l' ~ I \ \
7Tpayp,Evwv oE OVK to'WV ELvat OOKOVVTWV, fJ,Tf yap 

t ,/... I "" ~ , 'I I 
E£Va~ 'f'wVTfV 'fJ XEtpa 70tS 70£o'I)TO£S' E7Tt TOV 0'7pa

, fIr (J' f ')"I '" \
TLWT1]V, ap1Ta':JE 0 KaTTJvaYKaO'fJ,EVOS allYTJO'at I(at
" 'A , "\ )I
EO'TtV EV TOtS' O'TffJ,EtotS' Ka~ TO fJ,TJ 'TV7TTOfJ,€VOS a1TO
II .., ,.... 1 \ \ ' " ll' t ,
vaVEtV WVEL7a~. 1TOI\I\(l. TOtaV7a KafJ EKa0'7TfV 
~ I " \ Iy \ \(J ,

TJfJ,€pav Kat O'7TEtpETat Kat Ept~ETat fJ,LKpa 7TpOS 70 
f 8 I \ 'S::I , ~ \ "'" , ".. 

PTJ 1)O'OfJ,EVOV. TO OE taTtV at TLftUL TWV apxwv,
" " (J ') \ '\ ,I " 
apyvpos, ax OS KafJ,TJIIWV. Kat 1TapaI\EL1TW TaK 7TfS 
• , " , \', (J'" ,VfJ,ETEpas OLK('as € 'S Tas €KEWWV Ka EKaO'TOV €V£

\ , , <)4' '>' ~,.. I '" >I R
aV70V LOVTa. (). Tt ow oEL p,ETa TOO'OVTOV ofJ,f..1pov
\ , '8' I ,.., (J I T'~'"I\TffJ,fJ,aTwv a I\LOVS 1TmEc,v av PW1TOVS O"S' OVoEV EV' 

2R ii. 523 1TA~V TWV aypwv; 'T£ 8' aO'E{3Et 7T6p'P TO. I athwv

€7Tt p,E'i'ov I liyo'l)Clt O'Vf.L7Tpa7T€W; p,axAov S~ 1T0.\- F 421 
,\ I "~ , ~ I If' "" \:' I 
110£ fJ,EV aotKOL I OVOE yap O£ 1Tapa 'TWV ovvaf.L€WV 
~, ,'\ .... ~\ '1' ,~, S I 
OLKaLOt, 1T01I1\l{J DE OVTOS autKW'TaTOS. 1Ta'TTJP f.LOt 

1\ ,\" I "t ,< 1 " 
KaT€I\L1T€V aypov 1) fJ,1)T1)P TJ O£ 'TOVTOVS TEKOV'T€S TJ 
, I ,,, 1" \., .J.. A 

€'rrptaf.L1)v aUTOS, Ell Cf Y€WpYOUS €'XOll O'w'f'povovv
\ T' , ,.. ""',/.., 8 ' 'Tas TTJV VXTJV Ell 'TaLS 7Tap EfJ,OV 'f'tl\av pW7Tta£s. 

t I , 'R'" "')'EL'Ta O'V TOVTOVS l\af..1wv EKp,aWHS Ka,I K'V€{S aVEI\

1TtO''TOVS' 1TO'Mf.LOVS Kat 7TOLE'S av8pcfJ7To'l)S Et)YEve£s 
) , < 

a7TOpO'l)S. < 

1 di\l!i~Ta~ conj. Re., F.: WV1)Tal. Goth., Re. text (1IISS.). 

2 ain-wv Re., F.: ain-wl' Goth. (MSS.). 

3 ct.OtKtiiT(J.TOS conj. Re., F.: d.3~KtiiT€POS Goth., Re. text 


CMSS.). 

a The situation is now different from that preceding the 
riots of A.D. 387. A military garrison is now found stationed 
in Antioch. 
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reconciliation in cash. Cash also comes from the 
following sources: . a soldier provokes a market 
trader, employing abuse and verbal insult: he lays 
hands on him, manhandles and ill-treats him.a Then 
he too perhaps has hands laid on him, but there 
apparently is no comparison between the actions: 
such persons must raise neither voice nor hand 
against the soldiery, and so this wretch, who is 
doomed to suifer, is arrested and thrown into the 
guard-room and purchases the right not to be flogged 
to death. Every day there occur plenty of such 
seed-times and harvests, but these are minor matters 
compared with the next item-the sale of office,b 
the silver and the camel-loads in kind, not to mention 
an the sums that-pass every single year from your 
palace to theirs. 34.· After such a deluge of takings 
what need is there then to make unbearable the 
lives of such people who have nothing but their 
farms, or to act in concert with those who seek to 
increase their ftirtunes by unholy means? NQt 
just that 1 There are rogues in plenty, for not even 
the representatives of the authorities are just, but 
this fellow is far and away the biggest rogue of all. 
My father or mother, or their parents before them, 
left me an estate, or I bought it myself, and there I 
had decent, respectable tenants C who had some pious 
regard for dame Fortune in the services they recei
ved from me, and then you get hold of them, and 
enrage them, and stir up conflicts unimaginable, and 
reduce gentlemen to penury. 

b The generals recommend promotions only after massive 
bribery. 

C A generalization which includes Libanius' own position 
as regards his Jewish tenants. 
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<)5 'A' " l' \ ~ I ,., "I(). IV\ OU1'Ot JLev EI<OV7'E:S OUI< av 1T07'E Xa1u
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'" " ,., l.ll ,,

TOV. Ka~ JLT)TOt VOjLf,O''[}S aKOVO'EaUalt 1Tap EJLOV 
,I \ \, I '" ~\ R f} I

1TEpt VOjLOV TOVS jLEV €1T£O'XT)0'0V1'OS , 1'OtS OE ,.,OT) T)
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~ \ '" Q , J.. \ I 'I " I ,
uE ~KVvtKT)V 'f-'Iloya, Kat, jLEytaTOV Ean P.Ot KaTa 

... I I ,,\1I"R ii. 524 TWV '11'paTTop.,evwv OTt p.ov avvayop€v€£ TC[J 1\0yC[J 
~, "I a "e \ T ""0Iota TOV vop.,ov ,.,aO'tll€VS €OEtK€I\OS; €t1T€V av jLT)

pos, 7fj tf;vxii p.fiMov ~ Tip adJp.an.
' l' ,.." I~ I 1\ "36. TL ow vuv EO''11'OVOaKa vop.,ou 1Tallat 1T€pe- TOV

, , \ £I" , \" I
TWV KE Lp.,EVOV ; ou 1'0 TEuT)va, vop.ov, YE:IlOWV yap, 
'''I \ , \, '),£1' / ,~ \ ,
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I 'f' R "I"" , ....

ypa1TTat, jLa'TT}v, W ,.,aatM.V, OVTWV JLEV TWV 1Tpoa
I " I~'" ~ I \.... \ FWVTWV, OVTWV OE TWV OE:X0p.,EVWV Kat TWV JLT) 42~ 
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I (\, '1\ ,~... ~ \ 1 \ I 

7rOtOUVTWV. a yap av EopaTO jLT)O€VOS VOf-LOV KWI\V
'" \1 I \ I " OVTOS, TaVTa KWI\UOVTOS ytYV€Tat Kat TO T€ €pyov 

'11'o'\V TO T€ ovop.,a 1TaV1'axofJ. 37. olop.,at oryl aov 
#lit; ,..,.. ') [JI I \ I 

Kvpwaa£ T'[} TWV ou 1TEtauEVTWV Ttp.,wPHf TOV vOf-Lov. 

~ T{ '1'6 Klpoos T£OV ypap.,p.,6.Twv, oTav f-LfJO€V o£a
),1" " £I I • , l' I ,
'f-'Ep'[} TWV yeypui-LJL€VWV avupW1TWV rrap wv rEVOLT 
,\ )~ I \ ~\ r I \ "a \ ,
av OVo€V j Tovn OE: I,;,T)JLta p.,€V TOtS ,.,aO'£Il€VOJLEVO£S, 

, "II ~\ "0' \, .... "~,t.OV I<al\ov oE TC[J Evn TOV VOJLOV TOV OO~ aVTOS OVTOS 

1 s~ F. (B): oJ. Goth., Re. (other MSS.). 

a On this legislation cf. Introduction, p. 497 f. 
b Theodosius himself, cf. Or. 50. .14; the usurper is 

Maximus, if. Ep. 845. For the triumph over the Goths in 
A.D. 379 a/. Or. 94. 16 (Vol. I, p. 503 n.). A further triumph 
was celebrated in A.D. 386. 
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85. But these people would never of their own 
free will bridle their insatiable greed. It is a matter, 
Sire, that requires the intelligence and position that 
you possess, for you can be the only healer of an 
unendurable wound. And do not think to hear from 
me talk of a law a to restrain them and to assist their 
victims. It has already been drafted and is on the 
statute book, and its author b is the. one who has 
suppressed tyranny and quenched the flame of 
Gothic ravages, and my greatest encouragement in 
the face of these malpractices is that, by means of the 
law, my speech has the support of an emperor who is, 
in Homer's words, II like unto a god," C not so much 
physically as spiritually. 

36. Then why have I gone to so much trouble 
when! there is a law long since laid down upon this 
matter? Not to ensure the passing of a law, for that 

-would be ridiculous, but to ensure that one has not 
been enacted in vain. For it is enacted in vain-I 
repeat, in vain, Sire,-while ever there are people 
to make advances and people to receive them, and 
while there are those who seek no such partisan 
support and those who do. For all that would have 
occurred if there were no law to prevent it, is oc
curring when there is; the action is common-place, 
and its name is everywhere. 37. Then I beg you to 
enforce the law by punishing those who disobey it. 
What value is there in engraving laws when they 
are no different from the graven images of men, d 

from which no action can come? It is harmful to 
the subj ects and discreditabie to the legislator for 

o Of. Or. 16. 18 (Vol. I, p. ~2~ n.), Ep. 1492. Homer, fl. 
9. 485, Od. S. 256. 

d For a similar pun cf. Or. 85. ~~. 
533 



LIBANIUS 

(lft-:VpOV. aM' 0~ev TOV TOU S~zvos {l1T'fp~aS v6J.LoV 
r;:. I ~, ,\ \ 'll,.. \JI ~ 

oWO"€t (JU<fJV, 0 ~ O"ov auqJOs a17'€tO"w; Kat TOt~ 
\ "\ \ l ,.." '" , ;:. \ I 

J.L€V al\l\OtS £j1J.L€V€t TOtS (JOtS, TOVTOV of: Kp€tTTWV 
" ~,- \ I " \ I 1..R ii. 525 €O"'T'at T'YJS av'T"YJS' Kat YVWJ.L'YJS OVTOS Kat 1Top..,.,vpaS'; 

~ \ ~ \ ~ '" I \, ,\ t38 , (JOS' o'YJ v€vpa TqJ VOj1qJ Kat 1TOt'YJ(JOV aVTOV WS' 
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K'YJKOTWV otKTJ Ta I\oma {J€I\'T'tW Y€VOLTO. 

Gao.. confirms § 85, that this law is of Theodosian origin. 
o Compare the terms in which he wishes for hereditary 

successors to Julian (Or. 18. 53, 18. 294), and of his lament 
(Or. 17.32), . 
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his decree to be invalidated. Is a man who trans
gresses the law ordained by some Tom, Dick or 
Harry to be punished, while any who transgresses 
a law of yours a gets off scot-free? And while he 
abides by the rest of your laws, is he to put himself 
above this one, although it emanates from the same 
resolve and the same imperial purple? 38. Put 
sinews into the law, then, and make it a real law 
instead of an empty title. If this is not your wish, 
then rescind it. Rather than having an existing law 
flouted, it is better for it not to exist at all. But I 
trust I may never see this happen, but that it, and 
your seed together, may last for ever,!} and that, by 
the punishment of the guilty, the future may be 
mended. 
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INDEX OF PROPER NAMES: A 
(Includes those contemporaries of Libanius to whom refer
ence, whether by name or allusion, is made in the text. N u
merals in brackets indicate identifications proposed. Arabic 
numerals=PLRE, Roman numerals =Beeck, B.L.Z.G.) 

Achantia (PLRE p. 8), 143 

Adrianople, 39 

Aegae, 135 

Alexandria, 131,277,471 

Andromachus (PLRE p. 64; 


Beeck p. 70), 11 

Andronicus (a, p. 64; II, 


p. 7), 189 

Antioch, 61 fT., 201 fT., 


247 fT., 269 fT., all fT., 

349 fT., 369 fT., 375 fT., 

421 fT., 461 fT. 


Apamea, 17, 433 

Apronius (PLRE p. 89), 437 

Arcadius (Aug.: 5, p. 99), 


313,317,345,377,381 

ArchelaUs (I, p. 100; I, p. 


83), 15 

Archelails (3, p. 100; II, p. 


84), 15. 

Argyrius, 477 

Athens, 17, 19 


Balaneae, 471 

Beroea, 121, 213 fT. 

Berytus, 287, 439 

Bosporus, 271,401, 465 


Brasidas (PLRE p. 164; 

II, p. 97), 297 


Caesarius (6, p. 171), 315, 

349 fT., 395 


Cappadocia, 359 

Celsus (5, p. 194; III, p. 107), 


251, 285, 303 

Chalcedon, 437 

Cibalis, 329 

CUicia, 135, 437 

Constantine {Aug.: 4, p. 223), 


105 i., 133, 279 f., 463 

Constantinople, 133, 217, 


277 if., 321, 327, 337, 463 

Constantius (Aug.: 8, p. 


226), 19, 107, 130, 139, 

297 if., 331,425 fT. 


Cynegius (3, p. 235), 14a, 

463 if. 


Cyprus, 433; Cypriotes, 39 


Daphne, 69, 165, 181, 301, 

343,389 


Deinias (PLRE p. 246), 189, 

199, 201, 219 
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LlBANIUS 

Diodeij (= Diocletian Aug.: 

2, p. 2(3), 297, 323 


Dionysion, Ig5 
Domnicus (PLRE p. 265), 15 


Edessa, 141, 299, 331 

Egypt, 19, 131, 219, 277 

ElJebichus (PLRE p. 277; 


Seeck p. 167), 265, 315, 

353, 375 if. 


Eugeniu8 (1, p. 291), 297. 

323 


Euphrates, HJ9, 219 

Eutropius (2, p. 317; IV, 


p. 151), 149 


Flaccilla (Aug.: PLRE p. 

341), 313, 317, 381 


Flavianus (Bishop), Ill, 115, 

119,287 


Galatians, 425 f. 

Gauls, 105 

Goth, v. Scythian 

Gmtian (Aug.: 2, p. 401), 


49,277 

Greek, 51,485, 489 


Hannibalianus (1, p. 407). 

281 


Honorins, 307 

Honorius (Aug.: 3, p. 442), 


313,317,381 


Ionians, 431 

Itaiy, 485 


Jews, 513 if. 

Juliall (Aug.: 29, p. 477; 


I, p. 188),43,69,107,137, 

149, 279, 303, 435 f., 463 


Julianus, 457 
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Julius (Constantius: 8, p. 

226), 281 


Julius (2, p. 481; III, p. 193), 

15 


Latin, 35, 439 f., 485 

Letolus (1, p. 197),457,477 f. 

Libanius (1, p. 505), 11 if., 


101 if., 161, 177, 195,255, 

263, 269 f., 297, 353 if., 

375 r., 393, 421, 477, 513 f., 

525 r. 


Licinius (Aug.: 3, p. 509), 

105 


Macl'entius, 457 

Muiuma, 69, 181 

MUl'athocupreni, 451 

Maternus, 457 

Maxentius (Aug.: 5, p. 571), 


105 

Maximus (Aug.: 39, p. 588), 


277,533 

Mede (i.e. Persian), 303 

Modestus (Domitius: 2, p. 


605; Seeck p. 213), 49 


Neoterius (PLRE p. 623), 49 

Nile, 131 f..;,219, 465 


Palestine, 189 

PaItus,471 

Pannonian (Paeonian), 277 

Panolbius (1, p. 665), 17 

Paphlagonian, 307 

Persian, 107, 135 f., 141, 


149, 271, 301 f., 307, 345, 

463 


Phasganius (Seeck p. 234), 

17,485 


Phoenicia, 441 f., 485; 

Phoenician, 189 




INDEX 


Pontus, 439 

Procopius (I, p. 742; III, 


p. 247), 277,329 

Roman, 75, 105, 129, 273, 
279 f., 303, 307, 323, 329, 
333, 485, 525 

Rome, 105, 129, 131, 217, 
279 if., 329, 439, 443, 
447 

Sapor (PLRE p. 803; Seeck 
p. 269), 15 

Scythian (i.e. Goth), 279, 
283, 321, 533 

Seleuceia, 297, 323' f., 431 
Strategius (PLRE, S.v. 

Musonianus, p. 611; I, 
p. 282), 299 

Syria, 331 

Tatianus (I, p. 876; I, p. 
285), 461, 487 

Theodosius (AHg.: 4, p. 
904), 49, 61 if., 101 ff., 
161 if., 195 if., 253, 269 ff., 
311 if., 357 ff., 377, 381, 
387 f., 445, 461 ff., 501 ff. 

Theodosius (Count: 3, p. 
902),309 

Theophilus (I, p. 907: I, p. 
311),297 

Thrace,39 
Tiber, 443 
Tigris, 463 
Tisamenus (PLRE p. 916), 

189,195 if. 

Ulpianus (I, p. 973), 477 

Valens (Aug.: 8, p. 930). 107, 
277, 329 f., 437 f., 451 

Valentinian (Aug.: 7, p. 
933), 107,277,329,439 

Victor (4, p. 957; I, p. 312), 
15 
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INDEX OF PROPER NAMES: B 
(Names derived from religion, mythology, classical history 
and literature) 

Achaeans, 335 

Achaemenids, 137 

Achilles, 137, 337 

Adrasteia, 38 

Aeacus, 224 

Agamemnon, 129, 337 

Agave, 37 

Alcestis, 317 

Alcibiades, 121 

Alexander, 275, 325, 341, 


471 

Alexandria, 333 

Apollo, 335, 341, 347, 389 

Ares, 345 

Argaeus, 327 

Aristeides, 337 

Artemis, 407 

Asclepius, 121, 135,317 

Ate, 346 

Athena, 34, 129, 147, 345, 


401 

Athens, 261, 275; Athenian, 


129, 323, 327, 365 


Boreas, 357 


Cadmeian (victory), 145 

Cadmus, 37 

Calchas, 335 


Calliope, 48, 347 

Celeus, 87 

Charites, 386 

Cinyras, 528 

Cleinias, 121 

Corinthian, 37 

Creon, 37 

Cronns, 438 


Demosthenes, 23 

Diodotus, 365 

Dionysus, 147, 185 


Eleusis, 129 

Erechthens, 445 

Euripides, 37 

Euthycrates, 483 


Ge, 72, 484 

Glauce,37 

Gorgon, 357 

Greece, v. HeHas 

Gyges,85 


Hector, 337, 341 

Hecuba, 37 

Helios, 72, 171,295,484 

Hellas, 489; Hel1enes, 129, 


275 
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INDEX 


Heracles, 129,317,335,401 

Hermes, 36, 261, 347 

Hippolytus, 37, 317 

Homer, 483, 533 

Horae, 86 

Hymenaeus, 522 


Ilion, v. Troy 
10,341,369 

Lacedaemonian.5, 275, 323 

Laconian (hounds), 524 

Lalus,37 

Lasthenes, 483 

Leto.335 

Lydians. 367 

Lysimachus. 337 


Macedonian, 275 

Marathon, 129 

Mede, 275 

Midas, 209, 432, 528 

Mitylene, 365 

Mormones, 134, 232 

Muses, 36, 265, 347, 349 

Mysians, 108 


Nemesis, 38, 271 

Niobe, 37 


Oedipus, 37 

Olympic (victories), 457 


Pactolus, 367, 528 

Palestine. 333 

Pan, 129 

Pegasus, 357 

Pentheus, 37 

Pheidias, 121 

Philip, 327, 483 

Pindar, 311, 327, 355 

Plato, 23 

Pythian, 311 


Rumour (Pheme), 383 


Salamis, 129 

Seleucus, 341 

Serapis, 131, 141 

Spartans, v. Laceda.emonians 

Styx, 401 


Thebes, 275, 327; Theban, 

311 


Thestor, 335 

Titus, 333 

Tmolus, 367 

Troy, 129, 341; Trojan, 337; 


(war),39 

Tyche, 40, 46, 146, 264, 

. 360 f., 386, 454, 530 


Vespasian. 333 ff. 

Zeus, 147, 325, 335, 433, 

469,483 



