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PREFACE 

The Letters and the Autobiography of Libanius are 
mutually illustrative. In the present edition of the 
Autobiography, the practice of my Loeb Classical 
Library edition ofthe Orationshas been maintained 
with reference to the pagination of both Reiske and 
Foerster, for the reasons outlined there in Volume 1. 
Since the appearance of my earlier edition of the 
Autobiography in 1965 there have been published 
the translation by P. Wolf, and a new recension of 
manuscripts by J. Martin together with the com
mentary by Paul Petit in their joint edition, due 
note of which has been taken here. The death of 
Paul Petit has since sadly diminished the study of 
the later Roman Empire. As an interpreter of 
Libanius he stood head and shoulders above the rest 
for nearly a generation, and his inspiration is sorely 
missed. 

The selection of the Letters represents one eighth 
of the total. The text is based on the work of Foer
ster, whose study of the manuscripts in Volume IX 
of his edition is, and will remain, fundamental. 
The letters appear in chronological order, the princi
ple of selection being to present a conspectus of 
Libanius' activities and attitudes throughout his 
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career, and to introduce the more important of his 
correspondents. They are accordingly numbered 
anew; but concordances with Foerster's as well as 
other recent editions are appended. It should be 
noted that I cite letters by a system such that "Letter 
25" designates a letter included in the present 
collection (with my numeration), "Ep. 280" (with 
Foerster's numeration) one that is not. 

The identification of Libanius' correspondents 
follows the listings by Roman numerals in Seeck, 
BLZG (for this and other abbreviations see the list 
in the Bibliography), with references to PLRE listed 
by Arabic numerals for amplification and amend
ment. 

This edition claims no independent work on the 
manuscripts; and the critical apparatus restricts 
itself to drawing attention to readings that deviate 
from Foerster's edition. 

University of Hull A.F. Norman 
March 1992 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE career of Libanius may be established with 
some precision. Born in A.D. 314 of an old estab~ 
lished municipal family in Antioch, he left home at 
the late age of twenty·two-already decided on a 
sophistic career-to complete his studies in Athens. 
There he quickly made a name for himself by his 
ability and unorthodoxy as a student. In 339/340 he 
settled as a private teacher in Constantinople and 
soon was so successful as to rUffle enough official 
and sophistic feathers to be expelled in the after· 
math of the rioting of 342. After a brief stay in 
Nicaea, he was established as municipal teacher in 
Nicomedeia, a post which he held with great success 
from 344 to 349, when he was recalled much against 
his will to a chair in Constantinople. Disenchanted 
with what he regarded as the uncouth and parvenu 
atmosphere of the new capital, he lost no time in 
trying to get away, and he returned to Antioch for 
the first time on a vacation visit in 353. A warm 
reception there and betrothal to his cousin, short
lived though this was since she died in the winter 
following, occasioned negotiations to succeed to the 
municipal chair; early in 354 he came back home 
and within a year was installed as official sophist. 

1 
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He remained in Antioch for the rest of his life, form
ing a matrimonial union with a woman of lower 
status, whom he does not mention until after her 
death. 

His removal from Constantinople had been 
secured on the somewhat flimsy excuse of ill-health, 
but the unremitting efforts which he had to apply to 
consolidate his new position, though productive of 
startling success, turned these fictitious ailments 
into real ones. Overwork, gout, and migraine com
bined to induce a severe depression which by the 
end of the decade fed upon professional and personal 
worries so as to bring him close to nervous break
down. Breakdown, indeed, was to be a feature of his 
life thereafter, but on this occasion he found relief in 
the accession of Julian. 

Julian's brief stay in Antioch saw Libanius, 
despite his physical frailties, at the height of his 
rhetorical powers, and with a congenial atmosphere 
to work in. He was accepted as spokesman of a 
regime with which he could at last identify himself, 
and he could match his heroes of the Second Sophis
tic in relations with the emperor. Not only had he 
full scope for his eloquence but he was able to put 
it to practical effect with arguments on behalf of 
distressed individuals of whatever persuasion. His 
eloquence was less successful, however, when he 
attempted to mediate between his emperor and the 
mass of his fellow citizens who quickly and con
stantly expressed raucous dissatisfaction with the 
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aims and conduct of the new regime. For such 
activities he received precious little thanks after 
Julian's death. Under the reaction that followed he 
was a marked, man, at worst a target for assassina
tion, at best suspected of disaffection towards the 
regime, which was no less dangerous. Under such 
circumstances the composition of the Monody or 
Lament and the Epitaphios over Julian (Or. 17,18) 
was an act of loyal consistency and courage, as 
indeed was that of the original Autobiography 
nearly a decade later. Except for that work, pru
dence dictated an enforced silence throughout the 
reign of Val ens. 

The advent of Theodosius saw Libanius emerge 
into the open with a counter-attack in Oration 24 
upon the recent radical regime, and with a rebuttal 
in Oration 2 of the personal criticisms he had been 
forced to endure. As a sign of his changed cir
cumstances, he could now at least enunciate such 
views. He enjoyed enough prestige and support at 
court throughout the 380s to produce a series of 
"reform" speeches critical of current policies and 
social developments, and yet be accorded such 
marks of imperial favour as the award of honorary 
office to himself and the privilege of legal inheri
tance to his bastard son. At the same time, how
ever, relations with the governors on the spot tend 
to deteriorate, and there is increased opposition, 
both professional and personal, shown towards him 
in his own community as friends and supporters die 

3 
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off. Nervous breakdowns ensue, first on the death of 
his brother, and then in 386 with the recurrence of 
his old ailments, which become progressively worse 
throughout his last years, producing melancholia 
and depression verging on paranoia. After the 
deaths of his wife and son in 391 his letters harp on 
the imminence of death; they, and the additions to 
the Autobiography, cease in the middle of393. 

That the child is father to the man is especially 
true of Libanius. His upbringing in a close-knit 
household which was with difficulty recovering from 
the loss of personnel, property, and prestige in 
consequence of the arbitrary mass punishments 
inflicted by a vengeful emperor was never forgotten. 
It had a crucial influence upon his later notions of 
the imperial power and its relation to the law. For 
him there was no room for the Themistian notion of 
the emperor as law incarnate. The emperor had 
struck too close to home, and even his provincial 
governors were at best a necessary evil (Or. 51.3). 
Furthermore, the intensity of his adolescent conver~ 
sion to the study of classical literature brought with 
it a devotion to the religion and the ideals in which 
that literature was rooted, so that he was 
antipathetic to the quick and drastic changes in the 
society in which he grew up. His deliberate and 
unorthodox extension of his period of study by 
repeating the course under the grammatistes may 
have made him a maturer student and· sharpened 
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his critical faculty and his capacity for memoriza
tion, but it ran counter to the material aspirations of 
his family. The remark of the upwardly mobile 
Panolbios that here was a sophist in the making was 
certainly not complimentary. A precocious and prim 
young man like Libanius stuck out among his con
temporaries. This nonconformity throughout his 
career was exaggerated by an intense local patrio
tism which grew the stronger with the recognition 
that Antioch was fast losing ground to the newly 
founded capital and its uncouth and cosmopolitan 
society. His sophistic career was not to be just a pro
fession but a way of life conditioned by such per
sonal experience and observation, and consistent 
enough for him to be saluted as a practical philoso
pher by Julian, whose own formative years had been 
affected by experiences somewhat similar. 

Libanius was sociable by nature. His near con
temporary Eunapius, who was certainly not well 
predisposed towards him, remarks upon his innate 
sensitivity and an affability and charm that he 
claims for himself in Oration 2. Whatever his reac
tions to the doctrines of other persuasions, he 
remained generously supportive of individuals 
among them, Manichees, Jews, or Christians, no 
less than of his pagan co-religionists. In personal 
relationships he showed a loyal devotion and 
expected as much in return. In his professional 
capacity he needed a responsive atmosphere to 

5 



6 

INTRODUCTION 


appear at his best; without it, he tended to freeze, 
for him the worst of all fates, and to succumb to 
depression. In this there lay the basic self
contradiction of his career, which was increasingly 
laid bare by age and infirmity. Background and 
experience had inculcated in him a wariness of 
officialdom and its deeds, but for success in the con
duct of his profession he needed the consistent 
approval and support of the great and the 
influential among these same people. His ideal of a 
free expression of views was too often impossible of 
attainment. Hence the sorry tale of collision with so 
many governors, where fair beginnings end in bitter 
recriminations. The favour of this class was essen
tial, but he could not and would not disguise his 
antipathy towards so many of'their policies and 
methods, even where his judgement was not clouded 
by self-interest, as it was in his last years by his 
ambitions for Thalassius and Cimon. His failure to 
resolve this tension goes far to explain the gloom of 
his later years. So, while aspiring even in his last 
letters to display his qualities as a panegyrist, he 
leaves as his last surviving oration an invective. 
His journal, which had as its starting point the pub
lic applause which greeted his eloquence, ends with 
him in semi-seclusion, gloating incoherently over an 
imagined divine vengeance exacted in return for a 
fancied wrong that he had sUJ.-1'ered. 



INTRODUCTION 

The Autobiography 

Gibbon tersely dismissed the Autobiography of 
Libanius as,"the vain, prolix, but curious narrative 
of his own life." Indeed for Gibbon, despite a tepid 
commendation of some of his orations, the writings 
of Libanius appear as "the vain and idle composi
tions of an orator who cultivated the science of 
words-the production of a recluse student, whose 
mind, regardless of his contemporaries, was inces
santly fixed on the Trojan War and the Athenian 
commonwealth." Lack of sympathy for the style and 
of appreciation for the material combine in this 
damningly influential half·truth. 

The Autobiograp_hy is not without problems, 
most obviously as regards its composition. Reiske 
began his commentary with the observation that the 
oration was not written as a unitary whole, since 
Libanius gives a date of writing in his sixtieth year, 
that is 374 (§51), and yet proceeds to mention 
events that are manifestly later than that. For a 
century or more there was uncertainty as to where 
this original oration actually ended, until compara
tively recently the line of division has been estab
lished at § 155. 

This original oration was indeed a single compo
sition, presenting a reasonably consistent sequence 
of events, as required by the nature of the material, 
but beginning with §156 the case is very different. 
There is no longer any address or reference to an 

7 



8 

INTRODUCTION 


audience, there is less discipline either in pattern or 
in tone, and the original point of reference of § 1, 
which had been so strongly marked in § 155 to con
clude the original speech, is gradually lost almost in 
its entirety. This portion of the work is, in fact, a 
series of occasional additions some of which are indi
cated by interim pronouncements (as in §§ 233, 234, . 
244), others by doublets (as with the state of his 
studies, §§ 213 ff, § 234), or by the completion of 
unfinished business (so Sabinus, §§ 190 ff, § 261; his 
brother's illness, §§ 197 ff, and death, § 213; Proclus' 
arrival, § 212, and departure, § 221 ro. The most 
recent study of this aspect of composition is that in 
the late Paul Petit's admirable edition of the Auto
biographie (pp. 3-7), whose conclusions amplify 
and correct earlier studies, my own among them. 
They are: 

Addition (1): §§ 156-162, written just before 380. 
(2): §§ 163-170, shortly following. 
(3): §§ 171-204, of 382. 
(4): §§ 205-215, of383. 
(5): §§ 216-234, before harvest 385. 
(6): §§235-250,of386. 
(7): §§ 251-261, of 388. 
(8): §§262-277, written in 389/390. 
(9): §§ 278-285, summer 393. 

This scheme seems generally satisfying, but there is 
still some room for debate. Additions (3-7) can be 
taken as proven, and 9 as highly probable; but 1, 2, 
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and 8 deserve further scrutiny. In brief, there is a 
reasonable case to be made out for the merging of 1 
and 2, since the reference back in §163 seems to 
indicate not ,so much a break in composition as the 
activities of officials of differing status within a con
tinuing narrative. Conversely, 8 should be split at 
§270, since the action of Fortune there is very 
strongly underlined. 

The shapelessness of the whole thus becomes 
more understandable. It was composed at intervals 
over nearly twenty years and comprises two distinct 
elements, a completed formal discourse, and private 
memoirs of different dates, connected to it and to 
each other in a very perfunctory fashion. Publica
tion ofthe addenda by Libanius was out of the ques
tion: the contents were too self-revelatory, the style 
too fragmented and unpolished. However, publica
tion of the oration of 374 is clearly indicated. Refer
ences to the presence of an audience should be taken 
at face value. In fact, it influences both the contents 
and the presentation of the address. They were his 
contemporaries, so that he must not be caught out 
promoting deliberate falsehoods, though manipu
lation of material might be justified on stylistic 
or psychological grounds. Thus the telescoping to
gether of the discomfitures of Eubulus and Zeno
bius (§§ 98-104), misleading though it may be, is 
stylistically justifiable, while pathos dictates the 
inversion of the sequence of events in §118. Omis
sion is prudently selective, most obviously so of his 

9 
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experiences in the reign of Val ens. 
However, his denial in Oration 2 (12 if) of any 

public parading of the material which had been the 
staple of the Autobiography points to the restricted 
character of this audience. It was a small but select 
group of intimates, gathered in a private audito
rium, in accordance with the practice of the day, 
The most extreme example of the practice appears 
in his account of his funeral oration on Phasganius, 
where he explains the good reasons for it (Letter 64). 
His hearers could be relied upon to be appreciative 
and discreet, so that a real but controlled publica
tion could be ensured while the oration remained 
safely undocumented, which for Libanius in 374 in 
particular was a matter of considerable importance. 
The mention of the dangers he ran (§ 1) is relevant 
in this context. 

The character of the audience interacts with that 
of the oration itself. The audience was sophisti
cated, literate, and appreciative of the implications 
of the terms of reference which he lays down for 
himself in §1. They knew better than to expect the 
epideictic approach suited for a wider company. 
Just as Isocrates, by adopting the form of forensic 
oratory familiar to the audience of his day, justified 
himself in the conduct of his career in the Antidosis, 
Libanius responds to the demands of his particular 
audience by presenting his theme in the more inti
mate terms of sophistic discourse. Twenty years 
earlier he had composed the discourse On Genius 
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(II€p~ €v~vla.s). This he defines as a dialexis, one of 
Aristaenetus' favourite types of composition (Letter 
6.13). It became well enough known for Eunapius 
(V.S. 497) to notice in some detail. The material of 
it was an examination of the abilities of his rival 
Acacius, which he developed, according to Euna
pius, in no friendly fashion with a result not to his 
own advantage. Now in 374 the subject set for 
examination is Fortune, the material to be supplied 
by his own life. Dressed in terms of good and bad, 
the theme broadens to a critique of the human con
dition, and the need to attain by constant reap
praisal a proper appreciation of reality as opposed to 
appearanc~a topic dear to sophists and Libanius 
not least among them, as in the mini-dissertation 
Oration 8. With the treatment moralizing and the 
conclusion didactic,' this composition illustrates 
popular philosophizing in sophistic guise. 

The title Bios may thus be put into its proper 
context. Despite the chronological framework 
Libanius conceived this oration no more in terms 
of the merely autobiographical than St. Augustine 
did the Confessions. The alternative title has more 
to recommend it, though even here there is the 
possibility of intrusion by a later hand. His other 
moralizing compositions bear general descrip
tions-insatiability, poverty, slavery, and the like. 
Even when dealing with his rival as an individual, 
the theme becomes generalized into a discourse on 
Genius. In treating a concept so intimate to him

11 
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self, the appropriate formula for his theme is simply 
lle-pt TVX7]S, On Fortune. 

No Antiochene, least of all Libanius, was in any 
doubt as to the role Fortune had to play. Others 
might consider her as blind chance, fickle jade, or 
ineluctable destiny, but Antioch was conditioned to 
regard her in particular as the tutelary goddess of 
the city. Such a notion was ingrained in Libanius 
the traditionalist. For him the field of her opera
tions is not to be defined by abstract philosophy nor 
yet by any novel religiosity. From the terms of 
reference in §1, it is self-evident that her activity is 
confined to the practical field of human conduct 
where morality has scope for action, and that it is 
performed in collusion with the gods. Value judge
ments of good and bad, of right and wrong, must 
therefore be sure, and the individual, despite her 
presence, is not absolved of responsibility for choice 
or the exercise of will. So in his own case, his first 
interest in rhetoric and the choice of his career were 
primarily his own (§§ 5, 11); thereafter Fortune can 
make her first explicit appearance (§ 12), setting the 
scene so that there is no occasion for misunder
standing and ensuring no excess of good or ill. 

This evaluation of the quality of her performance 
requires repeated and intelligent reappraisal. Her 
efforts are to be subjected to scrutiny in order to 
remove misapprehension (as in §73) or to secure 
final confirmation, as in the prosopopoeia of 
§155. Periodic stock-takings of his circumstances 
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throughout his career are the means of such evalua
tion. In §51 he seems to suggest five-yearly inter
vals for them, and although this line of argument is 
not pursued" on rough and ready reckoning a loose 
pattern of such a nature may be observed from 329 
to 359. Fortune's care and prescience repeatedly act 
as corrective to the vanity of his human wishes and 
actions, so that circumstances which at the time had 
appeared bad ultimately turn out good through her 
agency. Thus his misadventures upon his arrival in 
Athens are turned to his advantage (§§ 18 ro, and 
his withdrawal from Nicomedeia, much against his 
own wish, is her method of securing his protection 
(§ 78), but reappraisal is needed for such correct 
judgement to be achieved. Libanius is the opportun
ist, Fortune the embodiment of the long view. He 
maybe the worker, but she is the supervisor who 
arranges the material of his career into a well
balanced statement of accounts. 

Her prescience is optimistic, and her presence 
beneficial, both as protector and arranger of the 
course of events, but her appearance in the narra
tive has a further advantage for him in the composi
tion of the work. It acts as a buffer between him and 
his audience. The transference of the account from 
first to third person absolves him from any criticism 
of excessive glorification of his successes such as had 
provided the theme of the discourse (§1). Direct 
narration of his own achievements couid be a risky 
business for him, as he recognizes (§ 37). 

~ [iJA~**lIl~t@ 
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The original Autobiography follows this pattern 
of repeated balance and counterbalance, with For
tune overtly leaving little room for other deities. 
Their existence is subsumed by such mentions as 
the ceremonials of § 23, the local cults of §48, or the 
religious revival of §119, but except for the healing 
powers of Asclepius (§ 143) no divinities are men
tioned as active in real life. The dispensations of the 
gods, in combination with Fortune, provide material 
for the theme in §1, but thereafter Fortune has no 
rival. 

In the second part of the work, the appearances 
of Fortune are no less frequent, but the pattern in 
which her activities are presented is relaxed. Only 
once (§ 181) is the technique of stock-taking intro
duced with its paradox between the real and the 
apparent in Fortune's favours. Good and bad are 
then produced as realities, catalogued but not reap
praised, until a halfhearted piece of prosopopoeia 
appears in §190. Prescience and protection she may 
provide as before (for example, §§ 175 f, 190, 217). 
Her influence upon his rhetorical performances 
remains (§§ 232, 253), and her scope in other aspects 
of his life is as wide as ever. She it is "under whom 
all things lie" (§ 266), who saves him from the 
powers of magic (§ 250) and from accusation (§ 240), 
and who, by reversing the outcome of events, com
pensates him for his discomfitures without any 
effort on his part (§ 230). In his latest years he was 
unable to get any such compensation from her. 

14 
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The private nature of these parts of his journal is 
reflected in the increasing pessimism and bitterness 
which, with regard to the treatment of Fortune, is 
revealed in two ways. First, the role of Fortune her
self undergoes a change. She is no longer the con
sistently forward looking support that she used to 
be. Her support now tends to come after the event, 
and to consist of consolation for misfortunes or 
injustices now irreparable, as in the case of Cimon. 
From 386, after his breakdown, a more ominous ten
dency, which had indeed found expression at times 
in the past (for example, § 194, of 381), is manifested 
more frequently and with increasing lack of control. 
Fortune's consolations degenerate into revenge 
exacted from individuals (§ 270) or from whole com
munities (§285). Time was when he had personally 
punished a city by his oratory (Letter 145). Now his 
is the passive role. Fortune manifests herself as his 
avenging rather than guardian angel. She has 
taken upon herselfthe attributes of Nemesis. 

Moreover, in these activities of his declining 
years, she no longer has unchallenged supremacy. 
Zeus acts in concert with her (§§ 270, 285), as do 
Hermes and the logioi theoi (§274), in each case to 
assist him by the exaction of punishment. It may be 
an expression of a return to a deeper and darker 
religiosity in his old age, but the gods increasingly 
act without reference to her in the conduct of his 
affairs (§§ 259,260,273), and they are no iess ready 
to intervene on his account, but, significantly 

15 
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enough, only after the event (for example, Zeus, 
§ 222; Apollo, § 262), until the combination of Zeus, 
the gods, and Fortune brings his story to its venge
ful close. 

Three scholars in the past two hundred years 
have had a lasting effect on the study and establish
ment of the text of Libanius. Reiske's Animadver
siones with its mass of conjecture and comment set a 
pattern for the next century. His flair, and the devo
tion of his widow in publishing the posthumous four 
volume edition of the works, pointed the way for 
a wider and deeper appreciation of Libanius. 
Foerster's monumental work in the examination 
and classification of the manuscripts of the entire 
Libanian corpus was indeed the work of a lifetime, 
and it has brought the whole range of these studies 
to a wider readership, so helping to promote the 
surge in the study of late antiquity. Martin, in a 
more technological age, is reexamining Foerster's 
legacy to produce most salutary refinements and 
amendments with new insights into the text. In tex
tual matters, ifReiske improved o~ his predecessors 
by his insight and choice of manuscripts, including 
A, and Foerster's analyses led to a juster apprecia
tion of the various groupings around manuscripts 
like A, C, and V, Martin's meticulous reappraisal is 
vital for the appreciation of interrelationships 
between manuscripts of different groups and of the 
importance to be attached to C in the formulation of 
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the text. The only other edition of the Autobiogra
phy, my own of 1965, was based on the work of 
Foerster's recension of the manuscripts, with 
amendments as I judged required. 

The Autobiography survives in sixteen manu
scripts. The present text is based on the readings of 

A: Monacensis gr. 483 (Augustanus), originally of 
c. X-XI, but with extensive replacements of 
c.XIV 

C: Chisianus R vi 43: c. X-XI 
P: Palatinus Vaticanus gr. 282: c. XIV 
V: Vindobonensis phiL gr. 93: c. XIV 
L: Laurentianus LVII 20: c. XIV. 

Detailed examination of these is to be found in the 
preface to Foerster's edition of the Autobiography 
(VoL i, pp.10 ff) and in Libanios, Discours I, ed. 
J. Martin, pp. 36-92. 

The Letter: Theory and Practice 

The picture of Libanius presented by Gibbon in his 
twenty-fourth chapter has profoundly affected the 
modem view of the sophist as a literary figure. 
While giving him due credit for the consistency of 
character revealed in his relations with Julian, Gib
bon yet damns him as a writer with the faintest of 
faint praise. He may notice the Orations with a 
measure of approval for their contents, but his pithi
est and most memorable comments are those based 
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on the Declamations, so that the reader is left with 
the indelible impression of Libanius as a mere word
monger, a recluse student whose sole preoccupation 
was with the glories of a Greece long gone. Of his 
merits and standing as an epistolographer Gibbon 
was particularly dismissive, according him but 
seven words of text supported by a brief but tenden
tious note, in which the dreaming pedant of 
Bentley's Phalaris is identified, without more ado, 
with Libanius himself. In this note Gibbon's lack of 
sympathy is complete, but his wording demands 
more scrutiny. His total for the number of the 
letters ("near two thousand") reveals his assump
tion that the inanities of Zambecari's Latin ver
sions, as reproduced in the edition of J. C. Wolf, 
were part of the genuine Libanian corpus, while the 
back-handed compliments to previous literary 
judgements about the charm of Libanius' style give 
some cause for suspecting that his assessment of 
this branch of his work has been influenced as much 
by a reading of Wolfs accompanying Latin as by the 
original text. Such suspicion may be reinforced by 
Gibbon's own account of his late-come and self
taught appreciation of "the beauties of the Latin and 
the rudiments of the Greek tongue." 

This coolness towards Libanius as an epistolo
grapher ran counter to all preceding literary experi
ence. Even in his own lifetime Libanius1 mastery of 
the art was generally acknowledged. As early as 
362 he was held to be the model for Julian's episto
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lary style, (Or. 13.52, Ep. 716.3). Shortly after his 
death, Eunapius, in a rather hostile account of him, 
yet acknowledges his virtue as a composer of letters 
(V.S.496). And within a century his preeminence as 
a writer of letters was recognized by the publication 
of that collection of forgeries attributed to St. Basil 
and himself whereby his name was endowed with 
an unaccustomed odour of sanctity which, combined 
\Vith the stylishness of his writings, made him the 
more acceptable to generations of devout Byzantine 
scholars. 

Yet his reputation was due to no theorizing on 
his part, nor to any innovation in technique or 
ethos. He himself was confessedly averse to change 
for the sake of change (see Or. 10.18), and the 
correspondent's art was by now fenced around with 
rules of venerable antiquity. These first appear in 
the brief expose of the letter contained in 
"Demetrius" On Style, and they had since been 
developed and refined in successive commentaries, 
such as the selection in Epistolographi Graeci 
(pp.1-16). If such as Gregory Nazianzen was loud 
in praise of the virtues of these rules, Libanius was 
likely to be the last to reject them, particularly in 
matters of technique. In fact, all the desiderata of 
style outlined by Demetrius and the rest appear as a 
matter of course in his letters. For instance, the 
clarity demanded by Demetrius (§ 226) is explicitly 
required by Libanius (Ep. 716); harmony of subject 
and diction, with avoidance of exaggeration (§ 229), 
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appears in Ep. 606, while the long-vexed question of 
the length appropriate to the letter (§ 228) is a regu
lar topic, especially with intimates like Anatolius 
and Aristaenetus. The final requirement of 
Demetrius for charm of diction is all-pervasive in 
the letters of Libanius. In one important aspect, 
however, Libanius appears as both beneficiary and 
prime exponent of the tradition. For Demetrius 
there was no argument but that a decent restrained 
Attic should be the natural stylistic vehicle for 
correspondence. But during the intervening centu
ries, after the bitter dispute with the more florid 
Asianism, a deliberately and artificially cultivated 
Atticism had emerged, with a method of training 
now long formalized. Libanius' own enthusiastic 
adherence to this, clearly revealed in the Auto
biography, made him the foremost exponent of this 
refined Attic style in his day (Eunap. V.S. 496), and 
earned him an enduring fame for technical exper
tise, so much so that he could be, according to one 
manuscript tradition, adjudged to be the author of 
the technical treatise Characteres Epistolici (Foer
ster Vol. ix, pp.1-47). 

Examination of the ethos of the letter had had an 
equally long history according to the evidence of 
Demetrius, where basic concepts appear already 
defined and discussed, themselves to be continually 
reassessed in the following centuries. Long before 
Libanius' time Demetrius' simplistic definitions
that the letter is a kind of gift (§ 224), an expression 
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of the writer's character (§ 227), and a token of 
friendship drawing its chann from the wannth of 
that feeling (§ 232)-had been absorbed, amplified, 
and embroidered by generations of theorists. The 
universality of the rhetorical education and the for
malization of Greco-Roman society and its institu
tions had produced in the cities of every province a 
type of educated notable, each of whom was, regard
less of place of origin, race, or religion, potentially 
linked with others ofhis kind elsewhere by the stan
dard upbringing and associations of the universal 
literary culture of classical antiquity. Potentiality 
was transfonned into reality by the fonnal institu
tion of friendship, and the letter became the vehicle 
for this. It overcame any difficulties of geographical 
separation and, by harking back to the shared for
mative experience of a common culture, it became 
the prime means for the propagation and mainte
nance of this tie. For Cicero true friendships had 
been those of the boni, and the correspondents of the 
fourth century had no difficulty in identifying them
selves as such. At any rate, for the author of the 
Characteres Epistolici (§49: Foerster Vol. ix, p.34) 
such a person is the .\6ytos av~p, the ideal cor
respondent by birth, upbringing, and intellect. 
In his hands the letter became not merely a com
munication with absent friends but a communion 
with them; it was "a written association of people 
separated from one another ... in it one speaks as 
though present oneself directly to another person" 
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(ibid. §2; p. 27). Thus by means of the letter physi
cal absence is exchanged for spiritual presence, and 
so Libanius, himself a practitioner rather than a 
theorist, can remark as a matter of course (Ep. 
245.9) "When you look at my letter, think that you 
are looking at me." In Ep. 1225.3 he employs the 
same conceits and terminology as those of Charac
teres Epistolici 2, emphasizing that such is indeed 
the special function of correspondence between 
friends. Similarly he can imagine himself present 
at and participating in the conversation that ensues 
between the recipient of his letter and its bearer, 
where both content and direction are dictated by his 
own personality (Ep.1428.2). 

In letter writing of this kind between private 
individuals the messenger's role is vital. The com
position and despatch of the letter are themselves 
accidental upon the presence of an appropriate 
bearer, and not every volunteer for such a job was 
suitable (Ep. 704). In the absence of a regular postal 
system for all but official despatches, composition 
was inevitably intermittent, even between the 
closest of friends, despatch requiring both organiza
tion and improvization on the part of the individual 
writer. In consequence, the value of the letter as a 
means of exchanging news and views between peers 
was much reduced, even if it were safe to commit 
such items to ",,'l'iting, 'w:bich was not always the 
case (see Ep. 1264, Or. 1.175). Instead, emphasis is 
laid almost overwhelmingly upon the cultural 
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ground common to the correspondents, and the 
letter becomes a fully developed art form. Inciden
tally, various Demetrian definitions are also devel
oped. The letter is indeed sent and received as a 
gift, as Libanius and his friends, such as Anatolius 
or Hyperechius, admit when they complain of not 
receiving letters. The vexed question of the length 
appropriate to any letter is also resolved in practice 
rather than by theory, since news and confidential 
messages are conveyed by the bearer orally rather 
than by writing. Moreover, the receipt of the letter 
thus producing a conversation between bearer and 
addressee such as that imagined in Ep. 1428, a 
dialogue is stimulated in which the writer, though 
absent, plays his part, and a situation is produced 
reminiscent of Demetrius' comment that the letter 
is half a dialogue. 

If the letter is the vehicle for friendship, the fuel 
and lubricant is undoubtedly the quality of grace 
and charm associated with XapLS. In the letters of 
Libanius this appears as something traditionally 
and peculiarly Greek, by its association with the 
divine through myth (for example, Epp. 217, 221, 
673, 757,1417) and with artistic creativity through 
inspiration (Ep. 361, Or. 22.18), and mention of 
these connotations is reserved for his dealings with 
intimates of like culture and attainment such as 
Bacchius or Andronicus. At the more mundane 
level of social relationships, however, charis is also
inescapable, since it was embedded in the language 
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and inextricably woven into the exercise and insti· 
tutions of patronage by which the world wagged. It 
was thus inevitable that a large proportion of 
Libanius' letters should deal with recommendations 
or intercessions, where he acts as friend and mouth
piece of others. As the institution of patronage had 
its own conventions, sometimes more honoured in 
the breach than in the observance, whereby gratia 
in the contemporary Code could become synony
mous with graft, so its language had its own eti
quette, by which such an imputation could be 
avoided. The basic appeal was to friendship; 
presentation of it was based on honour and justice 
(see, for example, Epp. 284, 1053.3); its appearance 
must be disinterested (Epp. 905, 907.2), and its 
notions adapted to the sensibilities of the recipient 
(Epp. 904-909 and note). 

With the letter as an art form, charis was essen· 
tial. Demetrius (§ 235) had reserved its role for dic
tion only, but for the correspondents of a later day, 
trained as they were in declamatory techniques in 
their quest for persuasiveness, its presence had 
become all-pervasive. Libanius in his own day had 
become renowned as a purveyor of such charm 
(Eunap. V.S. 495-6), and he himself claims to have 
gained fame as t?TlXapts in the conduct of his social 
relationships in Antioch (Or. 2.18). In his letters he 
deploys his charms to the fuU (see Eunap. V.S. 496), 
and to each recipient according to his merits, with 
the devices of classical style and literary and philo
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sophical nuances tactfully directed to those who can 
appreciate them or who, like the egregious Alex
ander (Ep. 1385), merely aspire to do so. Thus Max
imus the philosopher receives a letter full of hints of 
Plato (Ep. 694); similarly Themistius. Anatolius 
(Ep. 19), a prefect of literary bent, is treated to a 
robust lampoon upon his behaviour, with appropri
ate classical references. The receipt of a comedy on 
gout elicits a joke in kind from him, as one fellow
sufferer to another (Ep. 1301). However, it is with 
his ex-pupils that the charm of Libanius may be best 
observed, simply because of the pleasure given and 
received, as in his letters to Andronicus. In Ep. 
1221, in particular, this exuberant pleasure elicits a 
fulsome reply acknowledging his gratification at 
Andronicus' friendship, his choice of messenger, his 
letter and the circumstances in which it was 
received, which combine to become a model of good 

. feeling. 
In 38011, however, Libanius unexpectedly found 

himself criticized as tiresome and overbearing. His 
immediate reaction was to compose Oration 2, 
which in fact went some way towards justifying the 
criticisms, but the scar was slow to heal and any 
report of such comments thereafter was received 
with indignant protest (cf. Ep. 12). His sophistic 
status was already under attack and his profes

. 1 ,... ..I'~~'.l 1.... '" 
SlOna~ compe"ence lInpugneu, a Shua",lon UealL Wltn 
at length in Oration 62, which probably belongs to 
this same period. He became increasingly valetudi
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narian (see, for example, Ep. 12, Or. 1.202 IT and 
243 ft) and subject to a growing persecution complex 
throughout the 380s (Or. 1.221 IT, Or. 3, Or. 36). 
Thus when he reinstituted his duplicate files in 388, 
the tone of his letters had changed dramatically. 
Style remained, but grace and graciousness had 
departed along with self-confidence. The epithet 
t11'ixapts which he had once enjoyed (Or. 2.18) now 
seems to be something of the past. Mention of the 
Graces, whether as divine or as inspirational, is 
absent from his letters, and instead recourse is had 
to the more sober, less joyous concept of the A6ytot 
Oeot (Epp. 907.2, 1051.8, 1085.1, 1089.2) imported 
from his study of the works of another sophistic 
invalid, Aristeides. The lack of humour for which he 
was chided (Or. 2.19) is also apparent in these 
years. There are none of the literary jokes he used 
to share with his peers, for there were fewer to 
share them with. Any laughter has a wry tone of 
self-deprecation (for example in Ep. 1075) and his 
wit is bitter, in answer to affronts real or imagined 
(Ep.1091). 

The changed character of his correspondents also 
affects his approach in these latter years. Only a 
handful of the educated elite of an earlier day sur
vive, such as Entrechius or Priscus. The minor 
sophists of the day, including ex-pupils like Fir
minus and Priscio, receive letters adorned with the 
customary graces of their profession, but his age 
and standing make this an unequal friendship, and 
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his expressions appear more stilted in consequence. 
A rare letter from a visitor to Athens (Ep. 962, Sopo
lis) produces an enthusiastic reply filled with nostal
gic religious· and scholastic fervour, but his 
correspondents do not usually venture so far afield. 
They are more often courtiers, settled in Constan
tinople, a place he detested, and his distribution of 
the flowers of his style is tempered by their capacity 
to enjoy them no less then by his immediate motive 
in writing. Tatianus, a prefect of literary preten
sions, is consistently rewarded with the appropriate 
classical allusion (for example in Ep. 990), as are 
also the highly educated senior official Eusebius 
xxvii and the elder statesman Aburgius, in due 
recognition of their cultivated tastes. The younger 
generation of officials, however, such as Proclus (Ep. 
937) or Optatus (Ep.' 923), receives such tribute only 
when Libanius has some special objective in mind, 
and in their particular case, considering the scurri
lous account of them both given in Oration 42, any 
classical graces in the letter are utterly divorced 
from his real feelings, making a mockery of the 
customary appeal to friendship. His new-found 
military friends also get the occasional delicate 
compliment as testimonial to their aspirations to 
culture, though it may be suspected that this was to 
him little more than a device of habit and stylistic 

In general, the keynote of these last letters is 
that of a struggle against increasing odds, a far cry 
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from the confident beginnings of Ep.19. The opposi
tion in Antioch is no longer confined to a single fam
ily as it had been in 355 (Epp. 529.3-4,537.3,550), 
but is now both public and militant. In such an 
atmosphere at home and in his disappointment in 
his friendships abroad, it became more and more 
incongruous for him to deploy his old airs and 
graces. Learning and culture were channelled into 
the invectives of his orations, and disillusion cul
minates in the grateful acknowledgement of any 
kind attention which inspires the grotesque flattery 
of his last letters (Epp. 1106, 1110-1), and in the 
classically derived curse called down on false friends 
with which the Autobiography ends. 

Libanius and His Letters 

The surviving correspondence of Libanius is for the 
most part concentrated into two widely separated 
periods of his life, the first, with some 1250 letters, 
covering the years 355 (spring) to 365 (summer), the 
second, with some 270, from summer 388 to summer 
393, after which date no more appear. The rest of 
the collection, numbering no more than a score, are 
gleanings from the years 353-4 and 365-388. From 
information provided by Libanius himself (see 
Seeck, BLZG 21) it is clear that the letters surviving 
from the first period are not all those then wlitten, 
while in the second there is a gap in the correspon
dence from winter 388/9 to summer 390. On a rough 
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count the annual density of those of the first period 
is 120, in the second 70-an output which is in itself 
a notable achievement of composition and organiza
tion, the more remarkable considering the vast bulk 
of his other literary productions and the afflictions 
of body and spirit which he experienced in his later 
years. 

The collection clearly owes its origin to the files of 
duplicates which Libanius kept for his correspon
dence and mentions quite regularly. Sometimes he 
uses them as evidence to clear himself from the 
charge of neglecting to write (Epp. 88.5, 1218.2, 
1307.1-3); sometimes he even amends the address 
when there is a risk of offence to the recipient (Epp. 
915,933; cf. Seeck pp.18f, Foerster Vol. ix, p.50). 
Seeck (p.23) propounded the thesis that Libanius 
used these duplicate files himself to publish an 
edited collection of Letters 19-607 (the traditional 
Books i-vi of the manuscripts Va and Vo) covering 
the period 355 to spring 361. He justified this as a 
compliment to Julian whose career had progressed 
from nomination as Caesar to proclamation as 
Augustus precisely in that period. This theory, how
ever, was disproved first by Silomon in his examina
tion of the chronology of these so-called six books, 
and then by Foerster in a convincing summary (Vol. 
ix, pp. 49-52), that shortly after Libanius' death an 
edition of his collected letters was published from 
various sources by some enthusiastic but unknown 
admirer acting as his literary executor. 
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Even so, questions remain. If, in 364, Libanius 
refused the request of Aristophanes for copies of the 
full correspondence that had passed between Julian 
and himself, thus implying that there had been no 
publication up to that time (Ep. 1264), how could he 
in July 362 (Or. 13.52) publicly assert the affinity 
between Julian's epistolary style and his own to be a 
well-known fact? Even taking into account any 
self-interested exaggeration by the orator, for such a 
claim to be credible before an audience schooled in 
the niceties of current literary criticism, the impli
cation is that there must have been at this time 
some more general acquaintance with the letters of 
both. Similarly, when Entrechius in 362 is said to 
be eager for Libanius' letters since "in them he will 
get everlasting fame" (Ep. 773.5), Libanius' renown 
as an epistolographer obviously is already widely 
established; yet there is no evidence for any formal 
publication up to that time. Here the conclusions of 
Petit with regard to the oral dissemination and the 
formal pUblication of the orations of Libanius {His
toria 5 (1956), 484 moffer a pertinent analogy. 
Private letters between friends and peers get their 
primarj publication individually upon receipt. 
Throughout his correspondence without exception 
Libanius summoned gatherings· of his friends 
immediately he received any letter from the great 
and the good, to read it aloud to them and then to 
subject it to group discussion and critical apprecia
tion. This was standard practice; his own corre
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spondents did the same with his letters, as he well 
knew, for reports would come back to him from third 
parties, sometimes to his acute embarrassment 
(Epp. 476-7). In such closely knit literary circles 
where memorization was the norm, letters, as pieces 
of stylistic composition, obtained detailed examina
tion and wide local publicity immediately, to be 
treasured in family archives thereafter. It was the 
individual addressee who initially gained the kudos 
of receiving any missive from a master of the 
genre. The enhancement of the writer's prestige 
was secondary, following upon the group analyses 
and discussions inspired by these initial readings, 
but cumulative, upon their spread and frequency. 
Granted this convention, it may be doubted whether 
in such a social milieu a collection of these miscel
laneous letters could have been published by a 
writer in the lifetime of the recipients. The sole pur
pose of such an edition would have been the 
enhancement of the writer's own prestige in a 
manner that was socially unacceptable, and in addi
tion the basic principle, to which Libanius tena
ciously adhered, of the letter passing as a gift 
between individuals would have been vitiated. 

A further point of debate concerns files from the 
missing years 365-388. There is no doubt that they 
were missing when the collection was originally 
established, but clearly Libanius did not take a vow 
of silence. Correspondence was maintained at some 
unknown level, for a scatter of letters or fragments 
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survives among the gleanings of Epp. 1-17. 
Significantly enough, this period begins with the 
revolt of Procopius and ends with that of Maximus, 
both of whom Libanius was either suspected or 
accused of supporting. In the meantime, under the 
reign of terror conducted by Valens in Antioch, 
Libanius (Or. 1.175, 177 ro relates two occasions 
when his letters were nearly the death of him. Each 
time, however, it was the archives of his correspon
dent that were under investigation. Mere prudence 
dictated extreme care in writing and retaining 
letters in times such as these, when communication 
with anyone suspect or under a cloud was dangerous 
(see Epp. 840, 957.3 ro. The inference must be that 
the absence of his duplicate files in these years was 
due to deliberate suppression on his own part. His 
personal and professional survival depended upon 
nothing less, for he knew that he was unpopular 
with Valens. 

Hence, it is a matter of conjecture as to why they 
should begin only in spring 355, a full year after his 
final removal to Antioch. Some letters from a 
preceding time survive among the gleanings (for 
example, Epp. 15-16), but these antedate the remo
val itself. Ifhe had had duplicates of letters written 
from Constantinople, they must have been lost in 
this move, but that in itself would indicate that he 
did not attach particular importance to them, and it 
leaves this lapse of a year unexplained. Had he so 
wished, he could have instituted the system at any 
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time between. AB it is, when he does resume 
correspondence with his intimates, he makes up for 
lost time with an unusually large budget of news, as 
in Ep. 405. The narrative of the Autobiography (Or. 
1.86 mprovides the clue. It was the taunts of his 
rivals in Constantinople, that he would not have the 
same success in Antioch as he had enjoyed else
where, that sets the scene for his final return home 
early in 354. Once there, his position remained pre
carious; his removal had been effected by deceit and 
he lacked official permission for permanent absence. 
He had no locus standi in Antioch and he remained 
in the unsatisfactory position of private non
established teacher for almost a full year. Only 
when he gained the coveted appointment as sophist 
of the city after Zenobius' death in early 355 did he 
have the face to resume formal correspondence with 
his literary friends and acquaintances, and to 
confirm it with the institution of these duplicates 
which are to mark this turning point of his career 
and the vindication of his Fortune. Hence the part 
they obviously play in his Autobiography of 374. 
Items from the earliest duplicates appear there with 
remarkably little alteration to the information they 
present (for example, Epp. 391, 405) other than the 
inevitable tailoring to the shape of a rhetorical dec
lamation. Indeed, the whole thrust of the first 
VP~r'" I"n1'T'pgnonrlAnl'O ;" i-nu'a",ll" +h.o o"..arl".....~n +~J -_... ~ "'..., ...... --I:' ...... u._......""" ....., \IV.' ,l, U~ 11,1........ u..., .....vJ.J..... .t"', \IV 


the rallying of friends, the promotion of his new ven
ture, to his literary activities and the recruitment of 
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students. Even opposition, which naturally appears 
as minimal, is presented in a purely professional 
context, Eubulus remaining a shadowy figure in the 
background (see Epp. 529, 550). 

The confidence and energy displayed in the earli
est letters stand in stark contrast to the frustration 
and disillusion of those of his final years. Those 
weaknesses which are finally to prove his undoing, 
vanity and valetudinarianism, are present from the 
beginning, but are as yet under control. The resili
ence which enabled him ultimately to resume his 
career after the deaths of Phasganius and Julian is 
missing after that of his son, but by then age, 
infirmity, and disappointment had taken their toll. 
Sparks of the old fire remain: he obstinately contin
ues with his teaching, even from his bed (Or. 1.280, 
Ep. 1075.1); he requests a text that interests him 
(Ep. 1078); he delivers a magisterial reproof to a 
parent (Ep. 1093), and ex cathedra demands the 
reconciliation of two old pupils publicly at odds with 
each other. Now, however, the practical conduct of 
his school is increasingly entrusted to subordinates 
like Calliopius and Thalassius, and his public 
appearances as sophist are rarer and ill-supported 
(Ep. 1075). He certainly lacked the stimulus of pro
fessional peers, and the proportion of literati in the 
correspondence of these final years slumps notice
ably. Instead, his letters are directed increasingly 
towards courtiers and officials, the more distanced 
from him as Antioch had come to lose ground to the 
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capital. He had become resentfully aware that he 
was an odd man out, and his reactions, whether 
positive, as in his letter to Rufinus, or negative, as 
in his invective against a governor like Eustathius 
(Or. 54), had become more extreme, with a 
heightened note of hysteria to be detected in his 
expressions. The self-confidence that had given life 
and variety to his earlier letters had gone, and in its 
place-whether in letters of congratulation, as to 
Ammianus, of acknowledgement, as to Postumi
anus, or even of reproof, as to Uranianus-there is a 
querulous self-pity. 

Manuscript Tradition ofthe Letters 

The detailed analyses.ofthe individual manuscripts 
in Foerster's Prolegomena (Vol. ix) are, and will 
remain, basic for any appreciation of the manuscript 
tradition of the Letters. 

The genuine letters of Libanius number 1544, all 
of which except three (Epp. 18, 1543-4, found in 
Baroccianus gr. 50, f. 369 and Laurentianus IV.14 
respectively; cf. Foerster Vol. ix, pp.163, 189) are 
contained in three major codices: Vaticanus gr. 83 
(V), Vaticanus gr. 85 (Va), and Vossianus Leidensis 
gr. 77 (V0). Other manuscripts, numbering over 250 
(ibid., pp.183, 188-191), contain genuine letters as 
selections varying in density and textual authority. 
Of these Berolinensis gr. qu.3 (Be; ibid., pp.169 f) 
is perhaps the most worthy of note because of the 
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scholia it contains. None of the three great collec
tions antedates the eleventh century. 

V, placed at two removes from the archetype, 
contains 1566 letters in all, a total reduced by dupli
cations and false attributions to 1528 genuine com
positions. It thus remains the greatest single collec
tion of the letters, but it is not without its problems. 
Compiled in the eleventh century, it soon sustained 
severe damage of some kind and its contents were 
reduced to no more than half the original (VI)' The 
missing half was replaced within the next century 
by a copy from a closely related manuscript, and a 
consistent effort was made to match the two sections 
together (Vu )' This desire for tidiness also produced 
an arbitrary division into five books of 300 letters 
each, with a sixth book containing the remainder. A 
table of contents was also appended (Foerster VoL 
ix, pp. 52 ro. A final attempt to remedy any remain
ing faults and deficiencies was made by yet further 
insertions and recopyings (VIU)' so that the whole 
codex now appears as a compilation of various 
hands and dates, with some complication and incon
sistencies of detail in consequence. 

Va and Vo together fonn a related tradition, con
taining between them almost 450 letters less than 
V. Even so, neither is preserved in its entirety. Va 
lacks pages both at the beginning and the end, so 
that it now begins in the middie of Ep. 95 and 
finishes with Ep. 1005, having lost Epp.. 1006-1112, 
while Vo has lost Epp. 411-498. They are both 
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derived from the archetype more indirectly than V, 
by four or more removes (Foerster Vol. ix, pp. 70 ff; 
cf. p. 184 for sternma), in such a manner that any 
deficiencies,in the one may be supplemented from 
the other. The common derivation of all three 
manuscripts is indicated by the fact that they all 
show virtually the same progression of letters. In 
particular, the immediate transition from Ep. 839 
(of 363) toEp. 840 (of 388) and that fromEp. 914 (of 
388/9) toEp. 915 (of390) are worthy of note. 

In both Va and Vo three distinct sections, which 
in V had been more disguised by loss and replace
ment, are to be observed: (a) Epp. 1-17, gleanings 
from the years 353-354 and 365-388; (b) Epp. 
19--607, covering the period 356-361, and in these 
manuscripts divided into six clearly defined portions 
formally marked by later Byzantines as books; 
(c) Epp. 615-1112, similarly marked as a new book, 
the intervening s,even letters being no more than 
fragments here inserted for convenient disposal. 
The letters of this section cover two widely spread 
periods, Epp. 615-839 the years 361-363, Epp. 
840-1112 the years 388-393, including the 
eighteen-month gap already mentioned. Both por
tions proceed in a recognizable chronological order. 

The case is very different with the six books con
taining Epp. 19--607, the contents of which had 
already secured for Libanius his fame as an episto
lographer by 362, and were to be the most heavily 
worked in antiquity. They form the core of the 
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whole collection, yet the books themselves appear in 
no readily explainable order, and their constituent 
letters have also been subject to obvious editorial 
rearrangement. In chronological order the books 
run: 

Book 5 (Epp. 390-493), from spring 355 to spring 
356; 

Book 6 (Epp. 494-607), from summer 356 to sum
mer 357; 

Book 4 (Epp. 311-389), from summer 357 to winter 
358/9; 

Book 1 (Epp. 19-96), from summer 358 to winter 
359/60; 

Book 2 (Epp. 97-202), from winter 359/60 to spring 
360; 

Book 3 (Epp. 203-310), from spring 360 to spring 
361. 

These books, though adding nothing to the detail 
of the text as such, are significant for understanding 
how and why it was compiled as it has been. If the 
collection had been presented in the normal chrono~ 
logical order, it would have had an obviously ill~ 

starred beginning, the consolatory Ep. 390, and 
Libanius' insecurity would have been immediately 
clear to alL Considerations of both style and pres
tige therefore demanded a more felicitous opening 
by some more authoritative arrfu"lgement. TrJs V/aS 

to be found in the positioning of the pr~sent Ep. 19 
recognizably out of chronological order as the letter 
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to introduce the collection to a reader. As an exam
ple of the parrhesia which Libanius prized so much 
it was deliberately selected as the "keynote" compo
sition, as was shown by Silomon (p. 29), and it was 
supported by letters which revealed him as the 
sophist now firmly established in his community. 

The books themselves are most obviously 
explained as six separate batches pf his duplicate 
files. Similar batches may be traced in the third sec
tion of Va and Yo, and, less certainly, in Epp. 
1113-1542 which are preserved only in V. Thus 
Epp. 615-839 (of 361-363) may be interpreted as 
two more such batches, and Epp. 840-1112 (of 
388-393) as yet another two. None of these has 
been subjected to any elaborate reworking before 
editing, and indeed the eighteen month gap between 
Ep. 914 and Ep. 915 may well mark a missing file 
accidentally lost in Libanius' last years or after his 
death. As for the letters preserved in V, more confu
sion exists. One batch of letters covering the year 
363 (Epp. 1342-1461), probably representing one 
of his files, may be distinguished from another of 
the year 365 (Epp. 1462-1542). However Epp. 
1113-1341, which cover the period 363-365, are in 
total disarray. The copy books upon which this 
whole section was based had evidently been sadly 
disturbed by the time they came to hand for editing. 

Seeck's hypothesis (BLZG p. 18 fl) for the compi
iation of the text of Va and Vo has remained the 
chopping block upon which later scholars have 
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shaped their studies. His view was that it was 
derived from three disparate sources, the first being 
the six books edited and published by Libanius him
self in Julian's day; the second comprising all the 
remainder except for the gleanings of Epp. 1-17, 
derived from the duplicate files left by Libanius at 
his death; and the third, these gleanings them
selves, externally obtained by his editor and literary 
executor after his death from the family archives of 
the individual recipients. Of these views the first 
was disproved first bySilomon and then by Foer
ster. No exception can be taken to the second which 
appears eminently sensible. However, Seeck's view 
of the provenance of Epp. 1-17, which is crucial to 
his hypothesis, seems highly improbable, for all that 
it has gained the approval of Foerster and later 
scholars. One can but wonder at the success of such 
an individual in opening up the archives of two 
praetorian prefects and one emperor some fifty 
years after the writing of some of the letters, and at 
the meagreness of the results from this literary 
coup. These letters, some of them little more than 
scraps, were of course written when Libanius' for
mally organized duplicate files had not yet been con
ceived of or else were held in limbo, and the 
material they contain seems for the most part 
uncontentious. The obvious conclusion is that these 
were stray copies retained at random by Libanius 
himself, in the same way as he retained Epp. 
608-4314 from the period 355-361. These last, 
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scrappy though they might be, could be attached to 
existing files. The gleanings, however, were 
retained in his archives separately from the main 
body since no files for the period existed to which 
they could be attached. 

The hand of Libanius himself may also be 
deduced from the form in which the rest of the 
letters survive. Seeck may have gone too far in per
suading himself that Libanius formally published 
an edition of Epp. 19-607 in honour of Julian, but it 
has yet to be proved that he could not and would not 
have reworked them into their present form. The 
probability is that he actually did so. The selection 
and rearrangements point to one intimately 
acquainted with the contents and circumstances of 
the letters and whose prime motivation was literary 
and aesthetic, and Libanius is the obvious candi
date. He certainly had them at hand for the compo
sition of the original Autobiography in 374: a 
comparison of Epp. 391 and 405 with Or. 1.90 ff 
indicates that. This composition, it may be sug
gested, was the occasion when Libanius remodelled 
this section. He left it as the definitive form for 
when the time came for publication, and so it 
remained as the basis of the present text. Publica
tion at the time was of course out of the question. It 
ran counter to convention and to his own reluctance 
;'1\ n ...l\rl""o an" Orl1t....rl Y7......"'~".... ,,4,. ,,11. "n..lu ~hJJV~'Ue ~ 1J.1J.\.IV .t'''" V\,.4.u...... ..., ,l.J vu,.a. co",," y 'eJ. O.LV~ 0.\1 Q ..LJ,t a t _ T _ , 

it was not safe. Prudence dictated that it should 
remain a private labour oflove. 
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Prudence also dictated the interruption in the 
formal organization of his duplicates from 365 to 
388, but it may equally be the explanation of the 
confusion of order and the manner of survival of 
those covering the years 363-365, which are 
preserved in V. Valens' reign of terror was notori
ous, and it is not inconceivable that the disorder of 
these files is due to Libanius' own hurried precau~ 
tions in scrutinizing and withdrawing any possibly 
incriminating documents immediately, and then, 
when times became even more critical, in removing 
from his archives all correspondence written after 
the death of Julian. These would be deposited in 
some place of safety well away from prying official 
eyes, and there they stayed. This was an act of self
censorship, the prelude to the long period of almost 
total silence when the files were discontinued. For 
twenty-five years self-preservation took precedence 
over all else in the handling of his correspondence, 
and only when it was safe to do so were the dupli
cate files reinstituted in 388. 

The reactions of Libanius to his immediate cir
cumstances at different stages of his career may 
thus be interpreted as the determining factor for the 
survival of his letters in their present format. The 
archetype was compiled after Libanius' death by his 
editor, but he went about his task in a very mechan
ical way. He had easy access to the whole corpus 
which survives in Va and Vo, 'since that was to be 
found at hand in the archives, but by beginning the 



INTRODUCTION 


edition with the random gleanings of Epp. 1-17, he 
ruined the grand opening planned for Ep. 19 and 
Book 1. It was presumably he who unearthed the 
remaining letters from their hiding place, and dealt 
with them in the easiest and most obvious way by 
simply appending them to the already existing 
corpus. Piety may well have prompted him to repro
duce the letters as he found them; any literary 
presentation had already been effected by the 
author himself where it was possible and safe to do 
so. 
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1. Some people labour under a misapprehension in 
. the opinions they entertain about my career. 	There 
are some who, as a result of this applause which 
greets my oratory, assert that I am the happiest of 
men: there are, on the other hand, those who, con
sidering my incessant perils and pains, would have 
it that I am the wretchedest man alive. Now each of 
these verdicts is far removed from the truth, and I 
must endeavour to correct them by a narration of 
my past and present circumstances, so that all may 
know that heaven has granted me a mixture of for
tune, and that I am neither the happiest nor the 
unhappiest of men. And I pray that the bolt of 
Nemesis may not light upon me. 

2. First then, if it is conducive to good fortune to 
be a citizena of a great and famous city, let us con
sider the size and character of the city of Antioch, 
the extent of its territory, the streams which water 

a Commonplace, from either Simonides (so Amm. Marc. 
14.6.7) or Euripides (so Pluto Dem. 1). The latter is the 
more likely here. "Antioch the Great" had now become a 
stock term (e.g. Or. 21.7, Letter 101; Amm. Marc. 22.9.14, 
Auson. Ord. Urb. Nob. 4-5). 
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it, and the breezes in which it basks. Even without 
seeing it, one can have full knowledge of it from 
hearsay, for there is no corner of land or sea to 
which the fame of the city has not spread. My family 
was one of the greatest in a great city-in education, 
wealth, the provision of shows and games, and in 
the oratory which opposes itself to the excesses of 
governors. 3. There is a notion current that my 
great~grandfather came from Italy-a mistaken 
idea arising from a speech which he composed in 
Latin. The fact is that, although he was versed in 
Latin, he originated from nowhere else but here. a 

Acquaintance with Latin was not his only endow
ment: he had the power of divination, and it was 
through this that' he foresaw that his own sons 
would perish by the sword, noble, great, and elo
quent though they were.b Their execution drained 
our household of great wealth, so that my father in 
his compassion maintained his sisters after they 
had reached an age for marriage. Moreover my 
maternal grandfather, who was especially pre
eminent as a speaker, barely escaped a like fate. He 
died of an illness and left the leadership of the city 
council to his two sons, of whom one died after hold
ing a governmental office, the other after declining 
it. So in this, part of my fortune was good, part bad. 

a The family was of the class of principales. 
b After the revolt of Eugenius in Seleuceia in 303; cf. Or. 

19.45-46, 20.18-20, 11.158-162. See also §125 below, 
Letter 124. 
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4. My father took his bride from such a family 
and had three sons, of whom I am the middle one.a 

He died before his prime when he had recovered a 
little of these great losses, and he was followed 
almost immediately by my maternal grandfather. 
My mother was a prudent woman and feared the 
dishonesty of guardians and the litigation which 
would inevitably arise with them, and so she herself 
set out to be all in all to us. In general, she suc
ceeded very well by dint of her exertions, but though 
she paid out fees to schoolmasters for us, she did not 
have the heart to get annoyed with her sleepyhead 
of a son, for she thought it was a loving mother's 
part never never to upset her child. Thus it came 
about that we spent the greater part of the year in 
the countryside rather than in the study. 5. Four 
years passed by in this way, but when I was nearly 
fifteen my interest was kindled and an earnest love 
of study began to possess me.b Hence the charms of 
the countryside were 'put aside: I sold my pigeons, 
pets which are apt to get a strong hold on a boy; the 
chariot races and everything to do with the stage 
were discarded, and I remained aloof, far from the 
sight of those gladiatorial combats where men, 
whom you would swear to be the pupils of the three 

a Libanius was born in 314 (cf.. §§ 51, 139, 143 f, below; 
Sievers, 207 0. His father died in 325. 

b This conversion occurred in 328, before the Olympia 
presented by his uncle Panolbius. 
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a Gladiators, only here mentioned in. Libanius, were 
banned in 325 by Constantine (Codex Theodos. 15.12.1), 
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hundred at Therrnopylae, used to conquer or die.a 

My attitude in this caused the greatest amazement 
both to young and old. The person responsible for 
the presentation of these shows was my maternal 
uncle, and though he invited me to the spectacle, I 
still stayed wedded to my books. The story goes that 
he, all that time ago, foretold for me the position of 
sophist that has actually come to pass. 6. In 
which category, then, shall I put my orphan's state? 
Gladly would I have beheld my father in his old age, 
but of one thing I am certain-that if my father had 
come to a ripe old age, I would now be engaged upon 
a very different way of life. If you compare the 
present with the might-have-been-a career in local 
politics, for instance, or law, or even in the imperial 
administration-you would have no difficulty in dis
covering which would be the correct estimate of my 
fortune. 7. Moreover, not even the most self
indulgent of men would dare deny that we children 
were fortunate in our mother's goodness, which drove 
countless admirers from our doors-once it is granted 
that it is a fine thing to be able to express oneself 
naturally, and that this is ensured not only by one's 
own conduct in life but by that of one's parents too. 
Many people, in fact, who have shown themselves to 
be personally beyond reproach, have been reduced to 
silence by the ill-repute of their forebears. 

but this was evidently not immediateiy effective in the 
provinces. 
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a mpianus; Cr. Eunap. v.s. 487, PLRE 973. KdAAOS cf. 
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8. Again, I was lucky as a pupil in that I 
attended the lectures of a teacher with a fine flow of 
oratory;a my bad lu~k was that my attendance was 
not as regular as it should have been but occurred 
only in a most perfunctory fashion, and then, when 
my desire did spur me on to study, I found none to 
instruct me, for death had stopped his flow. So, 
though I longed for my dead teacher, I began to fre
quent the living, mere shadows of teachers, as men 
eat loaves of barley bread for want of anything 
better. However, when I found that I was making 
no progress but was running the risk of falling into 
the bottomless pit of ignorance through following 
blind guides, I had done with them. I restrained my 
mind from composing, my tongue from speaking, 
and my hand from writing, and I concentrated upon 
one thing only-the memorization of the works of 
classical authors-and studied under a man of 
prodigious memory who was capable of instilling into 
his pupils an appreciation of the excellence of the 
classics.b I attached myself to him so wholeheart
edly that I would not leave him even after class 
had been dismissed, but would trail after him, book 
in hand, even through the city square, and he had to 
give me some instruction, whether he liked it or not. 
At the time he was obviously annoyed at this impor

Hom.Od.22.156. 
b Unusuaiiy, he now gives up the advanced study of 

rhetoric to repeat the elementary course under the gram
matistes (Didymus? so Petit), 
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tunity, but in later days he was full of praise for it. 
9. For these five years my life was entirely devoted 
to these pursuits, and heaven helped me by placing 
no hindrance of illness in my course, and then the 
incident of the thunderbolt occurred. Ii This was as 
follows: I was standing by my teacher's chair en
grossed in the Acharnians of Aristophanes, when 
the sun was hidden by such a pall of cloud that 
you could hardly tell the difference then between day 
and night. The heavens resounded with a mighty 
crash and a thunderbolt hurtled down, blinding my 
eyes with its flash and stunning my head with its 
roar. My first thought was that I had suffered no 
permanent ill-effect and that the shock would soon 
settle. However, after I had reached home and was 
at the lunch table~' I seemed again to sense that 
crash and the thunderbolt hurtling past the house. 
I broke out into a sweat of fear, and leapt up from 
the table to the refuge of my bed. I decided that I 
ought to say nothing of the matter and to keep it 
secret and not suffer the inconvenience of telling it 
to the doctors and being dragged from my usual rou
tine to take medicine or undergo professional treat
ment. 10. This caused the malady which, as the 
saying goes, could have been removed with no trou
ble at all in its early stages, to take a deeper root. 
Hence my affliction was my constant companion 

a cr. Ep. 727; the accident occurred in 334 when he was 
twenty. 
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abroad, growing great with increase, and it has 

returned home with me. There have been some 
fluctuations, of course, but it never stops worrying 
me, for even when it seems to abate, it never ceases 
completely. However, as I have said, except for this, 
I was untroubled by illness all this time, and even 

.", 	 this did not prevent me from enjoying my pleasures 
to the full. 

11. Now when I had committed to memory the 
works of those who were most renowned for their 
stylistic abilities, the urge forthis way of life came 
over me. I had as a fellow student a Cappadocian, 
Iasion by name, and he, though late come to learn
ing, had an infinite capacity for taking pains. This 
Iasion, almost every day, would tell me the tales 
he had heard from his elders about Athens and 
the goings-on there. Names like Callinicus and 
Tlepolemus were always on his tongue,a and he 
would tell the tale of the rhetorical prowess of many 
another sophist too and of the orations by which 
they won or lost their disputations, and as a result 
of all this a longing for Athens began to possess my 
soul. 12. Later on I intended to let the news out 
that I had to go there; in the meantime there spread 
through the town the report of the labours upon 
which I was engaged and also of my youthful discre
tion. I make mention of this discretion with 

a For Callinicus, PLRE 174 (2); Tlepolemus, PLRE 920. 
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[lOL Kau"lfLfVOVS, "Iv Of aVal\WTOS OV -rPOVPCf Kat 

~6POtS TTatOaywywv, oDs aC18fvfls TT£~VKfV 
, A-." ,.. '\\\ 'T' ~,F 87 	 0p-ravLa VfOV TTOLfLV, al\l\a TTpOVOLCf vX"IS, OL 
rl , 6 ' ,.. A-. 1\ t. '5' ,'\\ " "Iv aVT S Tf ffLavTOV -rvl\a~ "IV al\l\ovs Tf fPPVO

~ , " , r L ' A-. , rl \
fL"IV TTaLOLas Tf fTTavov fTTt':,"IfL OVS, f-r as TOVS 

A6yovS pL~aVTfS O!JK aMyot TWV vewv e~'pOVTo

YffLOVC1"1S o~ TOU TTfpt afL~oLV ToLV aya801v 
\, ,.. ,\ r! r 8' 'A-.I\oyov 	T"IS TTOl\fWS aTTaC1"1S Ot TTap fVOVS Tpf-r0V

, ~\ ""8' ,..,,..,, " 
TE'S TTaTE'pfS OLa TOLV fLOLV TOLV ffLOLV '[JfC1av fTT 

, \ \ '8 \ rl r, 6
ffLf TTI\"1 fL TTPOtKOS fTE'pOS fTE'pOV TTapL VTE'S, 

, \ \', \', 8 \ , \ '8 " 8al\/\ ffLOV OVTTOTf VfLOV fVL C1T"I fC1C1LV fTTfL OV, 

'5' ~ \ \ \ 'O~ , \ 8'" r ~ '" oLfLat Of KaTa TOV oVC1C1fa KaL fLOV VTTfpLOfLV 

", \ \ 'A8'" , 13 rav yafLov TTpOS TOV "Ivwv KaTTVOV. . "I 
\ '5' , ,~ , ,~\ \ \ , ,

R 12 fLfV ow fL"IT"IP foaKpvfv OVOf TOV I\oyov aVfXo
, ,.. " ,.. 8' ~\ r .Q' ,..fLfV"I 	TOV fpyOV, TOLV fLOLV oe 0 TTP£C1,..,VTfPOS T'[J 
\', Q 8 '" ~ '" , \ \ , ,\ ,~ ,~ 

fLfV ltlfTO ,..,0"1 fLV OfLV , ffLf Of fKfl\fVfV aowaTWV 
, A-. I ~\ \ , A-. I~ " , I
a-rfC1TavaL, fL"Iof yap E'L C1-r0opa E'Pltl"lv, E'TTtTPf
, 	 r, \'/"\ \ I ~''''' I ,

F 88 	 I{lfLV aVTOV. Ta VI\VfL7TLU Of rov ii£WT£POV 'TiOlij

"'A' ""'''',, r ,C1aVTOS Tltl LJ.LL KaL E'fLOV T"IS avayK"IS "ITT"IfLE'VOV 
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confidence, for I have witnesses still alive to rise and 
testify to it, should you so desire; many of them, 
indeed, I see seated here. I was incorruptible, not 
through the vigilance or the deterrents of any 
attendant,a for them the orphan state of their 
charges tends to make unreliable, but through the 
providence of Fortune whereby I acted as my own 
protector and as the rescuer of others besides, put
ting an end to the harmful pranks to which many 
youngsters who neglected their studies betook 
themselves. Well then, when the whole town 
buzzed with the account of both these virtues of 
mine, those fathers who had daughters on their 
hands approached me through my two uncles-one 
outbidding another in the size of the dowry he 
offered, 'but never for a moment did they win my 
heart.'b I think that I would have followed Odysseus' 
example and spurned even marriage with a goddess 
for a glimpse of the smoke of Athens.c 13. My 
mother was in tears and could not bear even the 
mention of the matter. Of my uncles, the elder 
thought that he should support her and he bade me 
give up this wild-goose chase, for, however much I 
hankered after it, he would not give his consent. 
However, after the younger of the two had 
presented the Olympic festival in honour of Zeus 

a For the role of pedagogues, see Festugiere, Antioche, 
nn 1 fl7 ffl:'Y" ..... v .. ...,,1,. 

b Homer Od. 7.258. 

C Philostr. Imagines 1.15. 
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'''lILLOL p.ev boatp.wv 'T~V 1TO'\W, p.a.'\'\OV oe 1Ta.aav 
\ ,.. ,.. II ~a' \,.. ",,'TTjV 	YTjV 'TV avo/'t'LOV 'Tf!l\eV'TV, 'TOVTL yap ovop.a 

'Tcf11Tpeafiv'Tt.pCf 'TWV 8etwv, 'T~S p.Tj'TPOS oe 1TpOS 
'(I ')" ')' ,... ~, ~ ,

'TOV e'TepOV OVKeTL 'Ta aV'Ta 'TOLS oaKpvaL ovvap.e
,. ,~, r '" , '!'" a\ a ,...VTjS, TjV yap oTj 0 ",aayavLOS OLOS OLK'TCf pl\apepCf 

, ,~~ I " III \ , , ,
p.Tj 	 evowovaL, 'TTjV p.ev 1TeLueL I\V1TTjV OV p.aKpav 

, 1\ r ",." ,
Kap1TOVS p.eyal\ovs V1TLaxvovp.evTjv eveYKeLV, ep.OL 
~\" , 1\ oe avoLyeL 'Tas 1TVl\as. 

'E 	 ,... ')' "'~ \ ,14. V 'TOLS eLpTjJLtvoLS OVK aOTjl\ov 0(I TL p.ev 
,,~ (I ~'') ~ ') t \ \ , ~ ,

evoaLp.ov, 0 TL oe ov 'TOLOV'TO~. eSel\Tjl\aKWS oe 
"~ , " ') 8 1 (~,... '')TjOTj 	 'Ton apa va avop.Tjv ws oewws 1TLKpOV a1TO
\ 	 .... ') 1 ')..1..' ,., ')~ ,...
I\L1TeLV OLKeLOVS. e-repop.TjV ovv avv OOVPP.OLS 'Te 

, ')~, , ') ..I.. ' '8"'''''KaL 	oOvv'[J, 1TVKva e1TLa'Tpe-r0JLtvos 1T0 Cf 'TTjS 'TWV 
,., ".1. I 'T I ~ 1 '),...nLXWV oy;ews. JLtxpL p.ev vavwv oaKpva, eV'Tev-

II 	 ~" ,... ~ I ~ ,... ~, , 8 ' uev oe avv 1TVpe'TCfJ oaKpva. ovow oe e1TL vp.LaLV 
I r,... ')' ..I.. 'a 8 ' p.aX0p.evaLV 0 'TTjS aLaXVVTjS -r0pOS a'TepCf 1Tpoa

I '),..." '(' (I ,'~yevop.evos eKeLae e1TOLTjae 'TTjV p01TTjV, wa'Te eoeL 
"" 	 r~ ,... "'" I ~, r \ "" voaOVV'Ta OOOL1TOpeLV. 'TOV voaTjp.a'TOS oe V1TO 'TTjS 
, 't / ~ \/ , 'B'1Topetas aVljiavop.evov OLa?fMW !lev 'TOV oa1TOpov 
, ,... ~ ..1..' , (') ,...~, " 

R 13 	 P.LKpOV 'Tt veKpov oLa-repwv, KaL OL opeLS oe 'Tav'TOV 
') , 8 ''!'~,,. '\ ~ ( 'I'ae1Te1TOV eaav, ev Cf oe eLXov el\1TWas wS paaLl\eL

'I 	 Y""'All,...O!S !if 7T€,'-UPOVT£ 1Tapa 'T1JV u7Jvav ~evyeaLv, 

'!' "t ' ,., \\,.",OV'TOS p.ev ese1Te1T'TWKeL 'TTjS 1TOI\(l.TjS eKeLVTjS 

pwp.TjS Kat 'TCL'\'\a o~ 1Tp08vp,O'Ta'Ta ~evt'wv ~v 
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and I had yielded to necessity, Fate afflicted the 
city, or rather the whole world, with the death of 
Panolbius-as the elder of my uncles was called. a 

My mother could not now prevail so well upon the 
other by her laments, for Phasganius was not the 
man to give way before idle tears. He persuaded her 
to bear her grief, for it would not be oflong duration 
and it gave promise of great returns, and so he 
opened the door for me. 

14. In this account the good luck and the bad are 
perfectly clear. However, once I had set out, I began 
to realize at last how terribly hard it is to leave 
behind one's kith and kin. So I went on my way 
with weeping and wailing, often turning round in 
longing for the sight of the city walls. As far as 
Tyana, I was in tears all the way: from there 
onwards, I was in a fever as well. I was tom 
between two desires, but the fear of the shame I 
would incur was added to the one and weighted the 
balance in its favour, and so I continued on my way 
perforce, ill though I was. My illness grew worse 
with the journey, and I crossed the Bosporus little 

. better than a corpse, with my mules in much the 
same shape. There the man on whom I relied to 
send me on to Athens by the Imperial Post had 
fallen from his previous position of influence. He 
was most zealous in the other duties of hospitality, 
but this \~vas the one thing 'tl''tlhich he said he could 

a The Olympia in Antioch was celebrated in July! 
August. Panolbius died in autumn 336. 
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~ "J. '8' 6 5' , 8' , ,TOVTO 	 e'f''fJ JL'fJ waa aL. 1. ,eyw e ets T'fJV 
16' \ "Q \ "8 \ r, ~a"aaaav efJM7TOV 'fJ 'fJ KeKMLaJLev'fJV V7TO T'fJS 

r' 1\" 81 \ '" ,Qwpas 	VaVTt"OLS, eVTVXWV e TtVL "aJL7TpCl! KVfJep
, 6 1 "6 r 8' ,F 89 	 V'fJTlJ JLv'fJa ets Te xpvawv 7TeL w Pff tws Kat 

, Q\ , '" n 8'" , r, ,eJLfJas 	TVXWV TOV oaet wvoS EKOJLL':I0JL'fJV np7To

n1 0' \ , rp" ,JLevos, Eptv OV Te 7Tapa7TMWV otnWV n Kat 

"" \ \ '8' 6 '" n'"""tyewv KaL T'fJV TO. eLVOTaTa 7Ta ovaav pLap,ov 

6\ , \ '" 	 1 ~ '" , A'
7T "tv 	a7TO TWV KaTaaTpwp,aTWV opWV TOV Te L

A 8'8 ' ,1 	 1yaLOv 	 te pap,ov ov XetPOVt 7TVeVp,aTt XP'fJaaJLevos 

N' 	 , 8 ' 0 \'8rleaTOpos, waTE p,Ot Kep os yevEa at T'fJV a wa
f 	 A 1:.' 16 \ f ",fLtav TOV ~EVOV. . KaTa7T"Evaas ow Ets 

1 " , \, "AO' l'rEpataTov, E7TEtTa EtS "tp,EVa Ttva 'fJvaLWV, ov 

8\ 	 " '6 A' , ", " 'fJ Kat 	 eKOtp,'fJ '7V, T'fJS e7TLOva'fJS ev aant TE 'fJv 
r, , , ,1"" ',Q \ f
ea7Tepas Kat ev xepatv wv OVK av EfJOV"OJL'fJV, 
" "" r "r, " ,1'e7TEtTa T'fJS vaTepatas EV enpwv av XEpatv wv 
'8' 	 , ,Q \' l' 8' "\0 ' ov e TOVTWV efJov"oJL'fJv' ov E 'fJ" ov p,ETaax'fJ-

A r A "'8' 	 "6 '" awv, 	 TOVTOV ov opav eLXOV EV 7Tt Cl! JLLKPOV 
f 	 1',' I , "J. !Ka6ELpyp,EvoS, 0La. TO. KeLVWV eLS TOVS a'f'tKVoVJLE-

VOVS TWV vtWV. t~OWP,EV &r, 8LEaT'fJKons, b aO¢L
\ ~, A 'f 8"'.1 '" R 14 	 aT'fJS p,ev Ep,OV, KEtvOV E eyw aTEpup,<:VOS' TOLS 

a Liba.Tlius travelled in the closed season for sailing; 
hence the need for an official permit for individual use of 
the cursus publicus (evectio), which was strictly regulated 
by Codex Theodos. 8.5. 
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not provide.a 15. I transferred my attention to 
the sea, but it was now closed to seafarers because of 
the season. However, I lit upon a well-known sea
captain, won him over easily enough by the mention 
of a fare, embarked, found Poseidon favourable and 

f went on my way rejoicing. I sailed past Perinthus,b ! and from the deck I gazed upon Rhoeteum, Sigeum 
l~ and the ill-fated city of Priam. I crossed the Aegean 
r 
i 
" 

and enjoyed a wind no worse than Nestor did, and so 
j my host's inability turned out to my advantage. 

16. So I made landfall at Geraestus, and then at one 
of the harbours of Attica, where I got a bed for the 
night. Next night I was in Athens-in the hands of 
people I wanted none of; and the day after, I was in 
the hands of yet other people, and these I wanted 
none of, either. I was unable even to catch a glimpse 
of the teacher from whom I had come to learn, for I 
was cooped up in a cell about as big as a barrel
such is the reception they give students on their 
arrival. My teacher had lost me and I him, so we 
began to set up a hullabaloo from our separate sta
tions. My captors, however, took no account of our 
outcries, but I was kept under lock and key until I 

b Perinthus now was officially called Heraclea. .Archa
ism emphasizes classical piety. For Nestor, Homer Od. 
3.176 fT. 


C Epiphanius; cr. Eunap. V.S. 495, PLRE 280. 
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a Cf. Ep. 474, Or. 64.83. Originally a 81J>..!.!3plas of Old 
Comedy (Cratinus Fr. Kassel-Austin), who as such needed 
watching. Libanius contrasts him with himself, a paragon. 

b For Diophantus see Eunap. V.S. 495, PLRE 260. 
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took the oath, like any Aristodemus,a Syrian though 
I was. After I had sworn the oath to put up with my 
present condition, the door was opened and I began 
to attend the lectures of Diophantusb as his regular 
pupil straightaway and those of the other twoC 

according to the .normal practice of public declama
tion. 17. Though the applause that arose was 
enough to deceive those who experienced it then for 
the first time, I began to realize that I was present 
at nothing out of the ordinary, for the guidance of 
students had been monopolized by people who were 
little better than students themselves. So my atti
tude was held to be derogatory towards Athens and 
I was held guilty of not respecting my professors. It 
was with difficulty, therefore, that I allayed their 
anger, telling them that I was listening in respectful 
silence, for vocal demonstrations had been made 
impossible because of my illness. Finally, I pro
duced some exercises of my own from my notebooks 
and the like, and made it appear that my attitude 
was satisfactory, despite my lack of enthusiasm. 

18. From this narrative you can get a good idea 
of my fortune. Thus, my ailments and the fact that, 
like a merchant venturer, I found my ports of call to 
fall below expectation-highly spoken of but far dif

e Epiphanius and Proaeresius. For the entry and initia
tion of students, see Walden, Universities, pp. 296 if, 
P. Wolf, Yom Schulwesen, pp. 1-41. 
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, \ ~ ( \ ,... \' '" 'I:. \', 6M7TtoOS 0/Ltl\"1aaL I\L/Leat oo~av /Lev exovat aV/La
, ,... ~" I \ \ , ,

aT"1V, 7TetpaV oe ov TOtaVT"1V TOVTL /Lev OVK eVTV
,... '8 I ~ ~\ ,... \ ''''~ \XOVS av PW7TOV, To oe Xet/LWVt /Lev ovexv xal\e7TW

1 8' 1 6 ' \ \ , F 91 np't' epovs XP"1aaa at 7TpOS TO. 7Tel\ay"1, 
1 8 ~ \ , rl " '" , \ \' r 'Q Q 1y€vea at oe OVx 07Tep ea7Tevoov, 0.1\1\ ws €fJ€fJta

\ "'~ "',.... T' , \ \ ,...1aTO, TaVTL ex owpa VX"1S' €OtKaT€ TO /Lev T"1S 
, \ 1 "" 6 \ \ 1\ , ,... 6eV7TI\OLaS oexea at Kat KaTa /L€I\OS €LP"1a at 

,... \ """ \ \ ,I. \' \ \ 1aVYXWp€LV, TO. 0 av 7Tept TW aOorLaTa al\l\OKOTWS 
, ,... 6 ' "" rl , r' , ,etp"1a at, et 0"1 a7T€p "1vaYKa':,0/L"1V , €V TOVTOtS 
, ',I.! ~,... ~ 1 \,... \',

€VTVX"1KeVat or"1/Lt. O€t 0"1 /L€ I\vaat TO atVLY/La, 
\' \ ,... " Kat em TOVTO eL/Lt. 

'A 1" , '" I ",, '" ,R 16 19. KOVWV €ywye eK 7TatoOS, W avop€s, TOVS 

TWV xopwv ev piaats TaLS 'A6~vats 7ToM/Lovs Kat 
r I \' \ ~ , \ IIJ \ Ip07Tal\a T€ Kat ato"1pov Kat I\WOVS Kat TpaV/LaTa 

,1.1 , \, \, \, \ "" 
ypaoraS Te em TOVTOtS Kat a7Tol\oytas Kat otKas 
, , '\' I \ I ,...,
€7T €l\eyXOtS 7TaVTa n TOI\/LW/Leva TOtS veOtS, 

87TWS TO. 7Tpo.Y/LaTa TotS ~Y€fLdaLV atpotev, a.ya
~,, \ ,... r, '" !8OVS 

' 
T€ aVTOVS TOtS KLVoVVOtS "1YOV/L"1v otKaLOVS 

, 'l' ,... r\,... ~ 6'
Te OVX "1TTOll TWV V7Tep TWV 7TaTptoWV TL e/Levwv 

\ rl \ " '" 6"" , 8 \TO. 07T1\0. evxo/L"1v Te TOtS eOtS yev€a at Kat 
, ,.... ,.... ., ,.... \~,.... \ .,
e/LaVTL'i! TOtaVTa aptanvaat Kat opa/L€tv /Lev €tS 
n ,... ,~, \ \ "\\ \ I 
u.~tpa.ta T€ Kat ....m.!vwv Kat TOVS CM!\OVS I\tp.€vaS 

, ',1. ,r ,...,... r \ '''' '.Q I '" V€WV €or ap7Tay'll T"1S OI\KaOOS eKfJavTWv, opa
,... "'\ r, ,... ( '" "8 ' K' 8/L€LV oe V7Tep T"1S ap7Tay"1S av tS ets 0ptV ov 
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ferent in experience-all this can be placed on the 
debit side. Yet that my winter sailing weather was 
no worse than that of summer, and that what 
occurred was· not what I intended but resulted from 
duress-these are the favours of Fortune. You 
would probably agree with me on the matter of my 
voyage and accept my account as consistent with 
my theme, but for me to assert, with regard to my 
teachers, that I was lucky in experiencing such com
pulsion would perhaps seem to you a very queer 
argument. I must then resolve the riddle, and to 
this topic I will now proceed. 

19. From my boyhood, gentlemen, I had heard 
tales of the fighting between the schools which took 
place in the heart of Athens: I had heard of the 
cudgels, the knives and stones they used and of the 
wounds they inflicted, of the resultant court actions, 
the pleas of the defence and the verdicts upon the 
guilty, and of all those deeds of derring-do which 
students perform to raise the prestige of their teach
ers. I used to think them noble in their hardihood 
and no less justified than those who took up arms for 
their country: I used to pray heaven that it should 
be my lot too to distinguish myself so, to go hot-foot 
to the Peiraeus or Sunium or other ports to kidnap 
students at their landing, and then go off hot-foot 
once more to Corinth to stand trial for the kidnap
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Kpt81JG6p,E:VOV, OE:t7TVa ot Od7TVOLS GVVE:[pOV'Ta 
, ,..." , \ 1 , ~__ f_ 

'TaxV 'TWV OV'TWV aV1JI\Wp,E:VWV E:tS oaVE:wOV'Ta 

jJ\ 1 20'~ ,... 1 (8' , ,F 92 fJl\E:7TE:LV. • E:LOvta 'TOtVVV 1J E:OS E:ts 'TOV 
,,... ,..., I '1\ 8 f' 

E:V7TpE:7T1J p,E: 'TOV'TOV E:K7TE:GOVJLE:VOV OI\E: pOV, q> 
,I I '\ 'I,/. (.... ... 1 

'TovvoJLa p,al\a E:V..,.,1JJLOV, 0 'TOV XopOV 7TpOG'Ta'T1JS, 
(' tl , .... ( , 1 
V7TE:p O'TOV p,E:V 'TaV'Ta 1J'YOVP,1JV JLOt 7TpOO1JKE:tv 

( ....,/.,... I , ,/.1 
V7TE:VE:'YKE:LV GO..,.,LG'TOV, 'TOV'TOV p,E:V JLE: Go..,.,W'Ta'Ta, 

tl 'I 8 ,..." '/" ( , ~,
WG7TE:p E:LW E: 7TOLE:tv, a7T1J'Ya'YE:, ..,.,E:pOVGa OE: E:'TE:pOV 

,... , tf " \\ 1 " 8 ' 
7TotE:t, 7Tap O'Tq>7TE:p E:JLE:I\I\OV JLOVOVS E:tGE:G at 'TOVS 

(' ,... \6 1 8 r\ ~, 'f'~" 
V7TE:p 'TWV 1\ 'YWV p,ox ovs. 0 01J Kat WOE: E:GXE:V. 

, 1 ,r 'I'l r,jJ I ,... tf 
av'TOS 'TE: 'Yap ws av VfJpLGJLE:VOS 'Tats OpKWV 

, , ,~, f' ",/, 't.' \ ,...
R 17 ava'YKatS OVOE:V WV E:..,.,1Jv, 1Jf,LOVV AE:t'TovP'YE:tv, 

" \ \ ''I'l ,~" 1 ~'" ( I
al\l\os 'T av OVOE:LS E:7TE:'Ta'T'TE: ota 'TO OVX E:KOV'Ta 

~ ~, \ tf ~ 1 'J' ,~ , , 
OE:OE:KE:Vat, KaL aJLa OE:OS 1JV JL1J OVGXE:patvWV 'TO 
,/. , tf , jJ \ , "tl , 
..,.,Op'TtOV E:'TE:pOV 'Tt fJOVI\E:VGW 7TpOS 'TOV OpKOV a7TO

AO'Y1JGa.p,E:VOS ois 7TpOG1Jva'YKa'6JL1Jv. 21. ~v 
'J' , \' ,t.,~ , ,... \', 

ovv a'TE:I\1JS E:"OOWV 'TE: Kat G'Tpa'TE:twv KaL a'Yw

''/'' l' ,f 'fA ' 't. ,
VWV, E:..,., OLS E:pXE:'Tat P1JS, Kat 7Tapa'Taf,E:WV, Kat 
~, , ,... 1\ " ,
01J Kav 1"(/ p.f.'yal\'{J JLax'!I 7TaV'TWV GVJL7TE:7T'TWKO

, tf ( , ''/'' , 6
'TWV Kat OOOVS 0 xpOVOS a..,.,tE:t, P.OVOS 7T ppw 7TOV 

tf tf \ 1 jJ ''J/8 ' Ka 1JJLE:VOS 0 'Tt E:KaG'TOS l\afJot KaKOV 1JKOVOV 
\,... (:\ , Il , tf , , 

7TA1J'YWV 'TE: OLE:'Y€VOP.7JiI Ka.va.pOS, OCTas opya.~ 1TOL
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ping,a give a string of parties, run through all that I 
had, and then look to someone to make me a loan. 
20. Well, Fortune knew that I would be heading for 
ruin in this 'specious trap with its high sounding 
title of head of the school, and so, in her usual wis~ 
dom, she withdrew me from the teacher whom I 
used to regard as the proper recipient of such services 
on my part, and took me off to be the pupil of some
one else, under whom I would become acquainted 
only with the labours connected with rhetoric. This, 
in fact, is precisely what happened. I felt myself 
outraged by the compulsion of the oath and refused 
to perform any of the services I have mentioned, 
and no one else would order me to do them because 
of my unwilling bondage, and there was also the 
fear that, in my resentment of the imposition, I 
might take some fresh line with regard to the oath, 
basing my case upon the compulsion to which I 
was subjected. 21. Thus I took no part in the 
sallies, skirmishes, martial affrays, and pitched 
battles. In fact, even on the occasion of the great 
riot, when everyone was involved, even those 
excused by their age, I alone stayed in my seat far 
away from it all, hearing of the harm which befell 
each one and remaining aloof from the blows 

a The proconsul Achaeae, with headquarters at Corinth, 
supervised order and discipline in the University of 
Athens. Cases arising from 'Town and Gown' riots and 
from kidnapping of freshmen, as here, were referred to 
him; cf. Himer. Or. 48.87, Eunap. V.S. 488-485. 
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~ r, ,t/ ~ ~ , ~ \ Q' ~~,
OVCItv E'VOS 17pOS E'va, OV OOVS 1707"E', OV l\afJwv OVOE' 

\ \ , , , , K' \ \ ,,~
p,E'I\I\"lClas OVOE''T'E'pOV. KaL7"OL 1707"E' P"lS 1\E'I\OVp'E'

~ , \ , 1. ~~ ~ , 
VOS E'V7"VXWV p,ot 1\0VClOp,E'VCf', p,eClOS 0( E'170PE'VOp,"lV 
~'"' , "'ll '''ll~' I:. ~ \F 93 OVOLV, 7"0'11 p'E'V E'VUE'V KaL E'VUE'V E'17a7"ali,E'V aClE'I\

, ~ ~ I ~,~, ,~, ~ IQ\ 
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they dealt each other in their anger, giving none 
and receiving none, and with no intention of so 
doing, either. a Why, a Cretan coming out from his 
bath once met me, as I was going in for mine with a 
companion on either side of me. Without any provo
cation at all, he brutally clouted one ofthem on both 
cheeks, and never even glanced at me; for all that, I 
felt myself the victim of such an outrage committed 
before my very eyes; 22. Thus when I was present, 
everyone made a point of getting all to behave 
decently, for I never so much as touched a ball all 
the time I was in Athens, and I kept myself well 
away from the carousals and the company of those 
who raided the houses in the meaner quarters at 
night, and I made it quite clear too that the singing 
girls-Scylla's heads, or neighbours perhaps more 
dangerous than Sirens-who have wrecked the 
career of many a man, sang to me in vain. b 

23. But to return to my point-from all those 
disasters I was preserved by Fortune, and so I saw 
Corinth neither as defendant nor as plaintiff, but 
only once when I passed through on my way to 
attend the festival of the Whippings at Sparta, and 
again when I went to Argos to be initiated in the 

a For student gang fights, cf. Eunap. V.S. 483-485, 
Himer. Or. 69. 

b For such low life in student society, cf. Isocr. Antid. 
286 ff; and for a singing girl as Scylla the man-eater, 
AlciphronEp.18. 

79 

http:AlciphronEp.18


LIBANIUS 

, '~8' '" ,f.LVTJaOf.LEVOS. Kat TOVTO E ToaOVTOV. Kat KaT 
, '8' , \' .,\ " " ,F 94 	 aVTovs TJ TOVS I\oyovs f.Ltf.LTJTlfS av EKEtVOV, 7Tap 

(\ " , " 8".... , ....R 19 	 OV TJPX0f.LTJv, YEV0f.LEVOS, TO yap TJ Epav Kat TOVTO 
",I I:. r, , 8.... " (\, ,
av E7TpaSEV, Et7T0f.LTJV av PWV LXVEaw, ovs aVTOL 
, " 8 .... 8 8" , '\ \ orf.LEV E7TtaTaa E, atyaa at E Ef.LOt Kal\I\tOV. otOs 

" l' l' "8' or r.... ...., ...., .... av ow 	TJV, Et av wv vf.Las vw EV TOtS Ef.LaVTOV 

AoYOtS 	 o'vaf.Ltf.Lv~aKW, TOt) 8EWOS o'vEf.LLf.LvTJaKov 
.... " r ,Ta7TEtVOV TWOS Kat 7TEVTJTOS PTJTopas;

' , l' rf 1', \ .... ,24. TavTt f.LEV ow OVTWS EV Kat Kal\WS EaTpa

T~YTJTat Tip 8aLf.L0vt. Kat 7Tpoa~v TO oIs lxp~v 
fryEf.LoaW o'KOAOv80vVTa f.LTJ8'f.v laTpwv tv Tip 

I 	 8 8 .... 8 rl r I r, ....aWf.LaTt E ETJa at, wan O7TOaat TJf.LEpat, ToaOVTOt 
I \ \ rf r , c...."

7TOVOt, 	 7TI\TJV oaas at 7TaVTJyvpEtS aVTWV E7TOLTJ
, 	 '\ \ 1", 	 '8' '8 ' aaVTO, ov 7TOI\I\as Twas Otf.Lat. E7TEt E E OKEt 
, l' 8' 'II:. ,., "A8'f.LEytaTOV EWat pOVWV astov TWV 7Tap TJvatotS 

I 8 ,....,J. I r T' 8'8KEKpta at, Kat TOVTO 'fpOVTtaaaa TJ VXTJ E WKE 
.... " 25 l' " , \TOVTOV TOV Tp07TOV. . ,1]v TtS apxwv aVTJp 

.... ,1:.'1 \ I ,J. \ , "'I 	 ,TWV ES Tal\tas ..,..POVTJf.LaTOS Tf 7TMWS OtOf.LEVOS 

8 ,., r I 8 ~'r \ '" ' ''' In EW 	af.LapTaVEa at f.LTJOEV V7TO TTJS EKEt VEOTTj
'8' , ...., " ,

TOS. EV Tj f.LaVt'!: TWV VEWV 7TaVEL f.LEV TOVS 7TOt
, r 8' , , '8' , ,f.LEvaS, 	 ws TJ KaKOVS 7TOtf.LEvas, TOVS E aVT 

j l "... ''',1 ,.. ')' I
EKEWWV aptovTas aVE~TJTEt TPEtS aVTt TOC1oVTWV 

80 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


local mysteries. a So much for that. Moreover, with 
regard to my studies, if I had become an imitator of 
the man I had set out to attend, for affection would 
have ensured this happening, I would have followed 
in the steps of individuals I would prefer not to 
mention-you know well enough whom I mean. So 
imagine what I would now be like, if I reminded you 
of some wretched starveling hack instead of those 
classic writers who are now the models for my 
oratory. 

24. This, then, was one of the excellent disposi
tions of Fate. There was the added fact that, as I fol
lowed my proper guides, I needed no doctor for my 
bodily ailments. So I applied myself to study day in 
and day out, save those reserved for official holi
days, and they were not many. Since it was agreed 
that the peak of a man's career was to be deemed 
worthy of holding a professorial chair at Athens, 
Fortune devised this and granted me it in the fol
lowing manner. 25. An Italian was governor,b a 
martinet who demanded that the students there 
should not misconduct themselves at alL As a result 
of rioting by the students, he dismissed their teach
ers as being no good shepherds, and he began to look 
around for three others to take their places as 

a At Sparta, the omfLM'Tlywats at the festival of Artemis 
Orthia, Eunap. V.S. 483, Synes. Ep. 57; at Argos, the 
mysteries of !acchus of L-ema., cf. Or. 14.7~ He also visited 
Delphi, §35 below. 

b Proconsul Achaeae, 339; cf.PLRE 1013 (Anon. 46). 
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professors.a So an Egyptian and a fellow citizen of 
my own, both resident in Athens, were recom
mended. My professional success matched theirs, 
though I was but twenty-five years old and the 
Egyptian was ten years older and the other older 
still. So I was bound to accept the invitation. How
ever, the governor's temper was soothed in the 
course of time, and the professors retained their 
posts, but I had been marked for distinction by this 
choice. After this, the atmosphere was charged with 
suspicion: there was no rest either for them or for 
me, for their intrigues caused them sleepless nights, 
while the expectation of having to undergo some 
unpleasant experience had the same effect on me. 
Yet here too Fortune had not abandoned me to the 
misconduct of the students; rather did she restrain 
their heightened tempers and vindictiveness. 

26. Now let me mention yet another signal proof 
that I was under. the protection of Fortune. My 
father's estate was going to be sold, and the goddess, 
naturally, had foreknowledge of this.b My intention 
was to spend another four years additional to those I 
had already completed and then to leave Athens, 
since I felt that my intellect needed to be improved 
still further: however sufficient my ability might 

a Or. 2.14 and Ep. 1274 may refer to this invitation, but 
see on §§ 82--85 below. 

b Cf. Or. 55.15 for a different account of his mother's 
sale ofthe property. 
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seem to other people, it did not seem so to me, and I 
was harassed by the dread that the pundits, who 
were everywhere about me, would wish to trip me 
up by exhau'stive examination, and so I must still 
continue to research and increase my knowledge. 
27. If the news of the sale had reached me in 
Athens, I would certainly be there now, making no 
use at all of my acquired learning, a fate that has 
befallen many students who, unable to get one of the 
professorial chairs there, reach old age with no 
chance of showing their eloquence. However, For
tune devised the following remedy. I had a close 
friend in Crispinus from Heraclea, a a lad in my own 
year there who' possessed a natural gift of elo
quence. He, though of my own age, looked upon me 
as a father, and in all things great and small he fol
lowed my precepts, doing nothing to sully the vir
tues of his house, for modesty was his guide in his 
every word. He was summoned home by his revered 
uncle-revered indeed, for he consorted more with 
gods than with men on earth: despite the law which 
banned it and the death penalty inflicted on any 
who dared do so, he yet went his way through life in 
the company of the gods, and he laughed to scorn 
that evil law and its sacrilegious enactor.b As I have 

a For Crispinus see §54 below, BLZG 112. 
b Anti.Christian polemic. The law is perhaps Codex 

Theodo8. 16.10.2. If so, he has, deliberately or not, ante
dated it by some months. 
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said, Crispinus was called home and could no longer 
stay, and, as Homer puts it, 'his heart was sore 
afraid within him'a-more so even than if he were 
going out to do battle against the foe, for that skill in 
declamation which he had acquired in Athens he 
was going to demonstrate among his fellow citizens, 
clever and highly cultured people, and so, being a 
prudent lad and without experience of such an 
ordeal, he was not unnaturally alarmed. 28. He 
needed an ally and friend to stand by him and to be 
near to encourage him, and such a one was not far to 
seek when I was there. He told me of his predica
ment and of his need, and naturally I, considering 
the length of the journey, hesitated, but friendship 
overcame my hesitation. I also had the notion that, 
if my performance before such an assemblage 
proved at all inadequate, I would excuse myself 
from any second journey for this purpose. 29. This 
was the consideration which set me on my way, and 
by the grace of Hermes and the Muses, from Plataea 
onwards we began to make the most of our accom
plishments, and, in every town through which we 
passed, we had praises and blessings showered upon 
us and were entitled benefactors of Athens. Nor yet 
did the Macedonian, whose habit it was to set upon 
travellers passing through Macedonia to their 
discomfiture, cause any discomfort to us. He 
engaged with us, indeed, but went off, himself for 

a Hom. II. 7.216. 
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1\ , Q" \ 1 , ,. " 

TTOAEL KaL Ka'Ta/Jas ELS ALp,ElIa 'Tall p,Eyav Eyw 

1 t/ 'All' r \ 1 " II 1p,EV, OGTLS UTJva!;,E TTAEOL, TTEP"WV ETTVVuavo
'\ n 1 .('\ 1 '" r 1 '" 

U....'," ,A,!!.KO"I:U"" "I: Un" ..,.ov InnT1t'111 1'''171 'TIC:I ",- , -I'" /"",";;;YV:> ...,~ fA''''V' ",- ........ - -~ ....;" 


a Libanius archaizes into myth and history. An Argive 
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once discomfited. 30. Our experience in Constan
tinople was no less pleasant, for the many famous 
men of letters, who come from all over the world to 
reside there,. welcomed' us and gave and received 
their meed of praise. We crossed the Bosporus, that 
neck of the Pontus where once long ago, so the story 
goes, 10 went in the guise of a heifer, a and passed 
through Chalcedon, Astacus, and a third city which, 
though small in comparison with its fonner great
ness, possessed something greater than mere size, 
since there lived there an old man, Nestor's double 
in the sweetness of his eloquence and therefore 
called by that name rather than by the one which 
his parents had given him,b There we were duly 
entertained, for he was father-in-law to Crispinus, 
and so 1 arrived at Herac1ea, the town that Heracles 
founded after he had overcome the hound of the 
gods of the underworld, where 1 saw the route by 
which he had returned to earth. 31. After per
fonning for Crispinus everything for which he had 
taken me, 1 was in the process of returning and, in 
Constantinople, was down at the Great Harbour 
going the rounds with inquiries about sailings to 
Athens. There 1 felt a tug at my gown. It was one of 

party, searching for 10, are the first founders of Antioch, 
Or. 11.44 ff; the people of Astacus had been transplanted 
at the founding of Nicomedeia, Strabo 12.4.2 (p. 563). The 
third city is uncertain.; BithynitLTD. (Foerster) or Prusa 
(Sievers, p. 50). 

b Perhaps Thespesius, Ep.1032. 
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~~ 1\ "" I N \, \' \otoaC1KaI\WV, LC1'Tf av'TOV, LKOKl\fa I\fyW 'TOV 

~ I l' , , './. ,rA	aKfoaLp,OVLOV, OV'TOS p'f f1TLC1'Tpf."as l7pOS fav

, " ~, '''.1. ~ \ ~'1;.\ 	 \
'TOV, OV 'TOV'TOV C1f, f'f'7J, OfL 171\fVC1aL 'TOV 

\ ~ '\ \' rl "\""".1. HI
171\0VV, 0.1\1\ f'TfpOV. KaL 'TLVa av, f'f'7JV, f'Tf

t ~ 'All "" \, '!\ ~ \ , ,
pOV 0 'TWV U7JVWV YI\LX0p,fVOS 7J 'TOV'TOV 17I\fOL; 

H' '!' I , (~ "'.1." 
on, W p,aKapLf, l7ap 7Jp,LV C1f, f'f'7J, p,fVOV'Ta 

Xp~ KVpfpv~C1aL 'TWV 170AAWV 'TOV'TWVL Kat fv8aL
, \ ~ "1;.\\ \ ~ \' \ 

p,ovwv 'TOVS l7atoas. fa 07J 'T7JV vavv KaL fp,OL 
III \, \, r ~ , ~, 1;.\ \ 

l7fLUOV KaL P,7J'Tf C1aV'TOV P,7J'Tf 7Jp,aS aotKfL P,7JOf 
'll\ \\, \ 1\ '.I.~ 
ayaua 1701\1\0. 'Tf Kat p,fyal\a l7pOC1toV'Ta 'f'fVyf 

~, " 't" t I \ , \ 1;.\ \
P,7J0 apXfLv f~OV ap~op,fvOS 171\ff" 'TaV'T7Jvt Of 
" 	 1;.\1 \ Q \, " 
fyW C10t l7apaowC1W 'T7JV fJaC1LI\fLaV avpLOV, 

'Tf'T'TapaKOV'Ta VfOVS, 'Tel l7pW'Ta 'TWV 'Tfi8f' ~ 
, ~\' {J\ II , \\ \ "\Q

Kp7Jl7LS Of ft Ka'Ta I\7JUfL7J, 170l\VV 'TOV Ol\fJOV 
, I "./, , \ 1;.\ ~ f\ B ,~
fl7tppfOV'Ta 0."ft. Kat OL7JYft'TO a 7Jp,apxu.Jj 'T£Jj 

C10~LC1'Tfi 'TfAfC1ftfV ~ 176ALS. t8ft'T0 8' p,OV Ka'Ta

170Afp,~C1at 8t' tp,ov povA6p,fVOS lLv6pdJ1TLOV tK 

K yl , \ , I 1;.\' , I 
V\,tKOV p,tapov 'Tf Kat axapLC1'TOV, OL fKfLVOV 

p,£v 'T~S 176AfWS p,f'TaC1x6v, KptoV 8£ 'TpO~fta 
\ \ "~ 32' \ ~ ,Ka'Ta 'T7Jv l7apOtp,tav fK'TLVOV. . fyW Of 

(I \ ".1. I \', III 
OV'TW p'fV f'f'7JV 170t7JC1fLV Kat OVK al7fLU7JC1fLV, 

l\'aRw.\'-II- ~u), w->x"v1u-",v' A I ~ )'\\ A' Iv ".. ,__ 7TI\EW~'. TOV _E' .. _tyatov KU'''l-

8fV'TOS 'TWV 'Tf vav'Twv ov8£v, fl8fVat 'TOV 

\ , \' ,'\ \ \ ,Q
l7fl\ayovs I\fyOV'TWV C1'Tas fyW l7apa 'TOV KVfJfp
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the teachers there-you know him, Nicocles the 
Spartan.a He turned me round to face him, and, 
'That is not the tack for you,' said he. 'There is a dif
ferent course for you to take.' 'Oh! and what is that, 
when I am anxious to get back to Athens?' I replied. 
'Stay with us here, my dear fellow,' he said, 'and be 
master of the sons of our many wealthy citizens. To 
the deuce with your ship! Just you listen to me, and 
don't put a spoke in your wheel or in mine. Don't try 
to dodge the many great rewards that will come 
your way. When you can be in charge yourself, why 
sail off to be under someone else? Here is your 
domain, and I will hand it over to you inside 
twenty-four hours-forty pupils, the cream of the 
place! Build on these foundations, and you'll see
you are a made man.' Then he went on to tell me of 
the fee the city paid to the sophist Bemarchius.b 

This request of his was occasioned by his desire to 
bring down, through my efforts, a nasty, graceless 
fellow from Cyzicus who had become a citizen 
through his assistance and then had bitten the pro
verbial hand that fed him.c 32. I agreed and 
accepted his suggestion, but quietly slipped away by 
ship. The Aegean was stormy and the sailors said 
they had never known a sea like it. I stood by the 

a Grammatistes, still alive in 388; cf. Or. 32.1, PLRE 
630. 

b {)f'fi,,;ol "nn},;",. nft},,,, ,.it" t·MJ\ PTJ?H' 1 ~()"" .........."'...~ ..,"'¥.L.L.......... V.L ..,L.a.", "'... J' U .:Lv.... .£J£ ......., .... __ 
• 

C Menander fro 804 K., Zenobius 2.31 BUhler. 
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V~'T"lV lnro 'TOV KaKOV VLKWfLfVOV f~xofLaL N"lPfl 

~ '" N' I 't:.'" ~ 'Tf KaL 'TaLS "lPfWS KOpaLS • VVS 'Tf "lV fV '{J 
\ ~ \ '" '" \' I ~, \ ~ \

'Ta OfLVa 'TaV'Ta 1Tap"lV, KaL aVLC1Xft "lI\LOS OLa 

Vf~WV 1TpOC1{3d.AAwv 'T~V 6d.AaC1C1av, C1"lfLflOV 

'~' I I \ \ I
fLtV aypLW'TfPWV 1TVfVfLa'TWV, KaL 'Tas 'TpLxas 
~, , 1\ \ ,,~\ " "', '" 
a1TaV'TfS f'T£I\I\OfLfV, "lV Of apa 'TL 'TWV fVXWV 
" \, \ \ '" , t:. I , \
fpyov, KaL 1TaV'Ta 'Ta I\V1T0VV'Ta OSfWS fAf-

Av'TO 6fwv 6aAa'T'Tlwv ~fLfp06v'TWV 'T~V 6d.Aa'T'Tav. 

" \ ~\ I t I , .1. I33• f1TI\fOV of fLfVfLV V1T0C1XOfLfVOS ov .,.,fVC1'T"lS 
,~" I 'J\ ,~\ '" I LI

OVO a1Ta'TfWV 'TLS WV OVOf 'T't' 1TapaKpoVfC1uaL 
, '\\\ tl , I:!..... ''/'' ~ \ 

'TfP1T0fLfVOS; al\l\a 0PKOV ffL1TfOWV, f.,., 't' 'T"lV 

'A6~v"l6fv ~1Tf1TOL~fL"lV U080v, ~1Td.v080v ~XOV'Ta' 
" ,~ I \', LI "', I:! I

F 100 OVKOVV fOOKfL fLOt XP"lC1'TOV fC1fC1uat 'T'{J f1Tt'T"l0fVC1fL 
I r, I ~\ '" ,'\ '\L1\

1TpOOLfLLOV "l f71'LOpKta. OLa 'TaV'Ta f1TI\fOV. fAUWV 
I:! \ \', I ",! I:!! \ 
0"l KaL OVK f71'LOpK"lC1as f1T 0X"lfLa'T0S otKVKI\OV 

.... , ! .... .... t' , I 

XfL/LWVOS apxofLfvOV 'TWV 'T"lS wpas aVfxofLfVOS 
, ....." \ fl "L1 \ ! LI I

R 26 aVLapwv "ll\aVVOV, 01TWS avuLS I\oy't' 1TPOC1UfL"lV 

" 34..... 1 ~ \ ....! , ....
fP'Y0V. . 'TOV'TO 0"l 'TOV VfWV 'Tf f1TtC1'Ta'TfLV 

\ , I "LI .... '" \ I ,
KaL fV 'T0C10V'TOtS fUVfC1t 'T"lS 'TWV I\oywv a1Tfpya

, ,'\ I I:! L1! \ tl\ ~,
C1Las OVK OI\L'YWV 07JfLLOVPY"lUfV'TWV Kat OI\WS WV 

'" .... , \ 1\ I ('\,.....,
'TOV Vvv a1T01\fl\aVKa C1X"lfLa'TOS fV fKfLVO at'TLa

! \ ..... 1/\ \' I.... 'i' I~ 
TfOV, 'TTP' Tq? t:pt;4,Cf! /-Lt:.JI E:V KOlVWV'ff TTJS E'~OOOV 
~ I:! , ! \' \ ~\ \ \"t:. 
ofoofLfV7JV xapLV, 'TOV ffLov Of 1TPOS 'TOVS fSW 

'T61TOVS a~fAoVC1av ~6{3ov. fl yap a~ fL~ 'TO'Tf fLf 
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helmsman who was overcome by this plight, and 
offered a prayer to Nereus and his daughters. It 
was night when these terrors encompassed us 
about, and when the sun rose, his rays struck the 
sea through a bank of clouds-a sign of worse 
weather to come. We all tore our hair, but there 
was, after all, some result to my prayers, for the 
gods of the sea calmed the deep and all our troubles 
were quickly resolved. 33. Now, when I sailed 
away after promising to stay, I was no liar or trick-

f ster, nor did I take any joy in deception. I was 
, bound by oath to return, and that was the condition 

on which I had set out from Athens. To break my 
word did not seem the fitting prelude to a teaching 
career, and that was the reason why I sailed away. 
So I returned and kept my word, but in early 
winter,a despite the inclement weather, I travelled 

r by fast carriage back to Constantinople, once again 
r to put my words into effect. 34. This then must be 

accounted the sole cause of my career as a teacher 
and of the production of the many orations I have 
composed in so many provinces, in short, of the 
fruits of the state I now enjoy-that I did a friend a 
good tum by accompanying him upon his going 
down, and so rid myself of my fear of places else-

a On this journey he first becomes acquainted with 
Sopater, Ep. 762. 

1 'To&ro Mss. exc. P, Martin: 'TOVTOV P, F. 
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'c 1 ( ~ 1 , 1 " ", ~ '" 1\€s1Jyay€v 0 oat/Lwv, €KpaT€t av TO aft O€tV /L€I\
\ 35 ,,~ , ", \ \ " 8 1MW. . 1J01J /L€V Kat a""ov Twa av pW1TWV 
~ , r~ '" ", \ " , (

R 27 	 ot ooov TpaX€tas €1Tt y"VKV T€p/La 1Tpo1Jyay€v 1J 

8 ' " " "" r ,~ , , la€OS, aTap ow Kat €/L€ TOT€. WS yap 01J €v€!-,a
\ , , , , r '" K ~,
AOV € ts T1JV ayopav, opw Twa a1T1TaoOK1JV 
r' , '8' a \ " , ,1JKOVTa €1Tt pOVOV !-,aat"€WS 1T€/L1T0VTOS, Kat yap 
, 1 ( a \ , , , '" ( , ,,~

€TvyxaV€V 1J !-,OV"1J TOV avopa llT1JKvta, p1JTopa 
" 	 't" 1 , '" (" , (aKpov 	 €s Ot/Lat TWOS aywvos €VOS atT1Jaa/L€V1J. 0 
,~, , '"' (' "'~' , , 

/L€V 01J a€/Lvos a€/LVWS €taT1JK€t, yvovs O€ €yw 
, 1 rl ,,, rl8 ' 

1Tapa TOV Y€POVTOS, oaTLS T€ €t1J Kat 0 ~V Kat 
(I , , J.. ' r/ '\" ./, ,

F 101 01TWS Kat €'f OTCfJ 1Tap~t1J, 11'"1Jy~tS T1JV 'fVX1JV 
"', I " ,,'" rlTOtS 	 €tP1J/L€Vots ll€LV 1Tap €K€WOV, OS /Lot 
't I , 1\ (~\, 1 '" 

1TpOVS~V1JK~t T1JV 71'0AW, WS O€ aV~/Lv1Jaa TWV 
\1 '''' ""'J.. "\ '" ,~\( 1"oywv, 1TatS €t, ~'f1J, JLa"a 1TatS, €t 01J 01T0aOV 
, \ \'" 8 ' '" rl , A \€aTL Katpos OVK ota a Kat TaVTa 1JKWV € tS Ll€" 
J..' ( 1 ~\, 1 l'\ '" \ ,..
'fOVS. V1T0ax€a~wv o€· ~K€tVWV, as TCfJ 1T"CfJ 

, , , \ ,.. 8 ('I
K€KLV1JKas, aVTOV T€ a€ /L~/Lv1Ja at /LaTaLOV €T € 

I , I '\,.. I ~ I
pOV T€ ava/Lt/LV1JaK€LV. 1T"1JYll TavTll O€VT€Prt 

\ \' 1 'A8'" (,,' , \ 1R 28 	 'ffMly€tS a1Tt:XwpoW 1Jvwv T€ 0/LOV Kat €"1Tt
~ ( 1 36 'J' ~ , "8 A Ioos a/LapTWV. . 1JV O€ TtS aVTO t LlLOvvaws, 
, \ " \ 1 (I' \ ~ \"aV1Jp 	LAtK€"tWT1JS, OVTW /L~yas T€ Kat owaTOS ~K 

a Cf. Diog. Laert. 1.4.79 (Pittacus) KaLpov yvwllL; Paus. 
10.24.1 this is inscribed on the pronaos of the temple at 
Delphi. 
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where. In fact, had not heaven sent me forth at that 
time, the necessity of making the break would ever 
be with me. 35. Other men before me have been 
advanced by Fortune safe to port after passage 
through stormy seas, and so she treated me then. 
As soon as I entered the city square, I caught sight 
of a Cappadocian taking his seat, appointed by the 
emperor. The city council had asked for him, 
requesting his appointment as a first-class orator 
merely upon the result of a single competition, I am 
sure. There he stood in all his glory, and when I 
learned from some old fellow who he was and where 
he had come from, and of the manner and purpose of 
his coming, I was stricken to the heart at the tale, 
and approached him who had recommended my 
coming to the city. I reminded him of his offer, but 
he replied, 'You really are a simpleton if, even after 
your visit to Delphi,a you have not the wit to take 
time by the forelock. It is of no use for you to 
recall those promises or to remind anyone else of 
them. You put an end to them by sailing away.' 
Shaken by this second blow, I began to take my 
leave, cheated both of Athens and of my high hopes. 
36. But there was in Constantinople a Sicilian 
named Dionysiusb who was great and influential 

b Flavius Dionysius, PLRE 259 (11); consularis Syriae, 
329-335, that is, during Panolbius' tenure of office. 
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\ \ ~ , \ '1 tl '\ 1 \ ~ TOV I\V1TOVVTa e1TLKl\v\,eLV, waTe el\VaLTtl\eL TCf 
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, '0' 0 11TOTe TP01TaLOV a VPOVVTWV aTa eL1). 

'Ot' \ , '" ,37 . Tpe1Tope a u1) 1TpOS Ta aywvLapaTa, KaL 
"t' \ tl ,,, t'. 1 l'
eueL pev enpov TOV TaVTa UL1)yovpevov eLvaL, 

~ t 1 \ 'II tl , \,
R 29 1TepL enpov yap av eTepos .a1TOKeKal\Vppevws 

t' 1 \ 1 t, , t 1 , rl
F 102 uLVeL, I\OyOL n 01ToaOL 1Tap eKaaTOV KaL OLTLVes 

, .J..' "" , , tl
Tas pOP'faS, vLKwvTas n KaL VLKWpeVOVS, oans 

t, 1 \ '.J.. \ , ,t 't'lTe 0 T1)V 1TOI\LV e'feLI\KVapeVOS, KaL WS ovuev 
'\1 "'.J..,.' ~ '" Q \1el\aTTwpa eLS TOV aTe'fU'VOV TO P'I TWV tJaaLl\eWS 

taOleLV. TOts p~v otw ~ TPO~~ 1Tap' tKelVOV 

a Plato Phaedo 89c; Paroem. Gr. 1.140. 
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because of his successes in the courts, his reputa
tion in office, his ready hospitality and his ability to 
bring to heel any who fell foul of him-so much so 
that it paid any governor to be on good terms with 
Dionysius. He had krlown my family when he had 
held office in Syria and had been associated with 
Nicocles in the previous overtures to me, but at 
this time he had fallen ill, which was a great mis
fortune for me. Upon his recovery he heard the 
whole tale and of the straits in which I now found 
myself, that by myself I could not get the better of 
two men-not even Heracles in the proverb could 
do thata-and so he told me to leave things 
to him and to cheer up. He added, quoting Plato, 
that no trophies are ever raised by men downcast.b 

37. So I turned to the public competitions. 
Really, someone else ought to be telling this story, 
for he would have no personal axe to grind. He 
would recount the number and the type of orations 
each contestant made, who won and who lost, who 
attracted the favour of the city, and how it was no 
detriment towards gaining the crown not to be sup
ported by the imperial exchequer. The others, in 
fact, got maintenance in plenty from it,C but the 

b Plato Critias 89c; Paroem. Gr. 1.382. 
C A sophist of the city, appointed and paid by the muni

cipality, also received, if confirmed by imperial nomina
tion) sl;tpplementary payment in kind; cf Codex Theodos. 
13.3.11 (annona, 1Tvpol §110, Tpo4J~ Epp. 28, 132, aLTOS Ep. 
800). 
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T~S &pas lMygai.. 

0, , 8';''' 'r8 f39. tp,WT'TOVO'L "/ 'Tots W f 11'f11'payp,fvoLS 

" B " \ (a8' 1\fpXfTaL 1Jp,apxLOS O'vp,p,axos P,1JVt fp op,Cf, p,af\a 
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fathers of my pupils supported me, one encouraging 
another, and in a few days my class had grown to 
more than eighty by the influx of students from else
where and by the defection of those within the city. 
People who had been all of a flutter about the 
chariot races or the theatrical performances had 
changed to a sudden interest in rhetoric, and a 
decree was drafted by the emperor enjoining me to 
stay in the capital, for they were afraid that, if I 
were at liberty to leave, I would bethink. me of home. 
38. So both the·professorsa were full of chagrin, one 
because he had never enjoyed any success at all, the 
other because he had lost it, for the first had never 
even had the chance of pre-eminence and the second 
had been ejected from it. As I have said, they were 
full of chagrin, and they proceeded to heap abuse 
upon me, calling me a greedy, insatiate, restless dis
turber of the peace and other such insulting names. 
Yet it was through no deed of violence of mine that 
their students were deserting them; the inducement 
was something different. You would not prosecute 
men of good looks for rape if many people trans
ferred their affections to them: in the same way the 
attraction of perfect oratory would not prove the 
author of that perfection to be a rogue. 

39. So while they were moaning and groaning at 
their plight, after six months Bemarchius came to 

a The professors from Cyzicus and Cappadocia. 
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a Christian courtiers: Datianus and others; Or. 42.24. 

b Homer Il. 6.509. 

C Christ, never mentioned by name in Libanius. The 
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their aid. He had been a staunch supporter of COll
stantius and the profane crew about him,a and by 
the rattle and clatter of his blasphemous oratory he 
had gained the reputation of a vigorous speaker, 
and he had hedged himself about with the protec
tion of the friends he had made at that time, for 
gambling games and drunken orgies are fine things 
to cement strong friendship. So he crossed the Bos
porus, 'glorying in his might, with head held high,'b 
uplifted by the applause and the wealth he had 
amassed. He had travelled as far as Egypt, deliver
ing just one oration, in which, although he person
ally was a worshipper ofthe gods, he spoke in praise 
of him who had set himself up against them, and 
discoursed at length upon the church Constantius 
had built for him.c Anyway, over he came all smiles, 
his idea being that none would withstand him and 
that he would gain his objective without a struggle 
and shipwreck me and all my supporters. 40. 
First of all, the fact that no students returned to him 
pained him and cut him to the quick. Then, being 
present when I introduced an oration to a public 
audience he listened in no very sweet frame of mind. 
His friends urged him to loose his thunders, 

temple is the Great Church in Antioch, begun by Constan
tine in 327 and dedicated by Constantius in January 341; 
cf. Downey, Antioch, pp. 342 ff. Bemarchius has spent 
nearly nine months touring the East with this single 'trav
elling lecture.' 
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to write a speech on the theme I had chosen and to 
put mine in the shade: he would surely lay me low at 
the first encounter, unless perhaps he had lost any 
of his former ability. Elated by such remarks, he 
came the following month with a speech which 
proved that mine, which he was attacking, was, for 
all the approval it had gained, even more admirable. 
41. After this reverse which he would not have 
expected even though foretold by a god, he came 
again to avenge his defeat with the speech which 
had made his fortune. He rambled on and on about 
pillars, trellised courts, and intercrossing paths 
which came out heaven knows where. a Meanwhile, 
the audience looked at one another, and when not a 
single one of them knew what he was talking about, 
they nodded and signed to those who were some dis
tance away to inquire whether they were in the 
same boat. My own feelings were exactly the same 
as the rest, but, in order to oblige his company, I 
tried, by my applause, to make it appear that his 
dissertation was a model of lucidity. 42. Having 
injured himself by this second speech, he took pains 
to prevent another speech of mine from appearing, 
for he got the governor,b who was the sort of fellow 
to follow anyone's lead, to do him a good turn by not 
attending my declamations. However, the city took 

a Cf. Euseb. Vita Const. 3.50. 
b Alexander, proconsul of Constantinople, 342: PLRE 

40 (3). 
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my side, and all the more so since it saw me robbed 
of my due. Then our fine fellow realized that he had 
bitten ofi'more than he could chew,a for he could not 
outstrip me in his oratory any more than he could 
actually outpace me: there was only one thing for 
it-to put an end to me. 43. If he could have done 
away with me by poison, he would have got at my 
drink, but, finding this impossible, he went around 
with the fairy tale that he had been worsted by 
magic. I was intimate, so he said, with an astrolo
ger who controlled the stars and through them 
could bring help or harm to menb-just like a tyrant 
with his bodyguard: the proof of all this was to be 
got from the hide of my copyist, a Cretan and a 
decent fellow whose hand had served me well both 
at Athens and elsewhere. 44. Yet he realized that 
he was getting nowhere by setting up this howl all 
by himself; he required a gang of his own and he 
found people ready: enough to take up the cudgels 
among schoolmasters and professors. Chagrin, 
fear, and envy made them his accomplices-all 
these emotions in the case of the professors, envy 
in the case of the rest. They made the most of the 

a Isocrates was proverbially the master orator, Nico
stratus an outstanding actor, Paroem. Gr. 1.395. A good 
sophist was required to be both. 

b Astrology tends to be regarded as magic, and so a 
treasonable offence. The copyist, as one of the humiliores, 
could be tortured to provide evidence against his master, 
though himself not involved in the charge. 
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a For the riots between Orthodox and Arian Christians 
in Constantinople in 342, cf. Socr. H.E. 2.12-13, Sozom. 
H.E. 3.7. Libanius ignores the religious origin and trans
fers the trouble to the field of scholastic rivalry. Nicocles 
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opportunity afforded by popular riots, a when the 
proconsul fled wounded and gained the protection 
of the walls of Perinthus and the conspirators 
arrested any who were denounced to them and 
kept them clapped in jail as if the disturbances 
would last for ever. 45. When the rioters had re
gained their senses and the governor had returned, 
my confinement was clearly illegal. He let it be 
known that on the following day he intended to 
support the law and myself, and that the punish
ment he would inflict would be a severe one. They 
were all in a panic and beginning to make accusa
tions one against another-when what did heaven 
dispose! About midnight Alexander was deposed 
from his office, and at daybreak control of the 
city was handed over to Limenius.b I would not go 
so far as to assert that he was a member of the 
conspiracy against me, but, even if he were not, 
his attitude was the same as theirs. He assumed 
the airs of the almighty, but I did not regard him 
seriously even as a man-his only serious aim 
was to play the fool. 46. Before taking up his 
office, he sat in the city square and prayed Fortune 
that his tenure would last at least long enough for 
him to be able to kill me. When he took control of 

and the sophists may well have seized the opportunity to 
attack him; cr. Letter 23.2. Eunapius (V.S. 495) confines 
the accusation to one of pederasty, \vhile dismissing it as 
groundless. 

b For Limenius as proconsul or the city, cr. Ep. 206, 
Letter 23, PLRE 510 (2). 

107 



LIBANIUS 

't '8 I r ~I r" '8 ' " ow TO LKa\,E'LV E'/LE'VOV 0 TaVTa E't WS E'yw 

I 't I , \ {j I " ,,/.. I 8'
7TU1'TE'VWV E'LVaL TL Tal\"1Uf.S, TOV ypa't'0/LE'VOV E' 
'~I ,.. ~I ", 6 ('

OVK OVTOS vow yE' E'XWV. TWV 0/LW/LOK TWV ot. /LE'V 

~7TaLVOVVTE'S ~KE'LVOV AvaLv ~/LaVTE'VOVTO TOts 
I (, , ! aJ. ,'1\8 8 E'/LE'VOLS, WS OVK av E'KE'LVOV 7Tapa,.,u.VTOS TOVE' 

, ,.. I (8' , '" I , 
7TE'pL TaVTa VO/LOV, ° E' 7TPO TOV VO/LOV TOVS 

\ I '8 I , 8 I (",
KOl\aKE'VOVTas aL OV/LE'VOS ov LWKOVTa opWV, ov 

"/..,,,'/ \1"''''''' I
'rVYOVTa Kal\E'aas apx"1v E'7TOLE'LTO T"1S KpLaE'WS 

,.. \ I 'al , '!' '" 
TOV Tal\aL7TWpov T"1V ,.,aCIaVOV, E'V '!/ 7TPWTOV 

" a " ,.. 47 1 8 \ "1Kovaa ,.,aaaVtaTas a7TE'L7TE'tV. • 7TpLWV "1 

\ '8 I \,.. 8 11R 36 TOVS 0 OVTas Kat TOV yE' E'VTE'POV aW/LaTOS 
, {j \ , I:. I ,.., 1\ '" 
a7ToKpovaUE'LS af,;i.W/LaTL , 7TVP "17TE'LI\E't T~ KaTa-

I,,/..I , \11:. \,.. r '" 
TE'T/L"1/LE'V~ 't'aaKWV ov l\"1f,;E'tV 7TPO TWV aVT~ 

"/"['\ r I \ rl , \ 8 \ '" 18F 107 't'I\WV P"1/LaTWV. Kat ap,a E'/LOt La TOV 7TapE' pOV 

I " \ \ It' , \ \', \
7Tap,!/VE'L 7TPOS KE'VTpa /L"1 l\aKTL\,E'tV, al\l\ a7TE'I\

{j",' \{j I "81:.1 \\"" \
UE'LV E'L /L"1 uavaT~"1V' E' Of,;E' /LOL 7TOI\I\"1S a7T07T1\"1

1:.1 't 1\\' {j '" \ ,.. " IOtas E'LVat T"1val\l\WS a7TOuaVE'LV Kat TaVTa E'7TL 

VlK,!/ Tf/ But T~S ~aaavov. 48. 7TpOa7TapE'KaAE't 

8I \' 1 " , \ I.J. {j
€ fLE' Kat TO XE'tpOVOS a/L£Lvov aVTLI\"1't'E'auat 

I 'N 18 1\ \ 1 ,,/.. ,
XwpWV, T"1V LKO/L"1 OVS 7TOI\LV, I\OYWV TP0't'0V 

'" ,,/.. '" a I r 8' , I " \ 1
T"1S TPV't''!/ ,.,apvvo/LE'V"1S' 0 E' KaKE'LV"1V E'KI\E'tE' 

I , \ 
/LOi ypilfLP,(J,iJLV, ov p:rrv 

108 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


the case, I stayed on, though I knew all this well 
enough, for I was confident that truth would prevail, 
and not without reason since there was none to 
indict me. The members of the cabal who approved 
of him were full of forebodings that the prisoners 
would be released, since he would not transgress 
the law on this matter, but he had more respect for 
his flatterers than for the law, and though he found 
no prosecutor and summoned no defendant, he set 
the case in motion with an examination by torture of 

. the poor fellow, and it was here for the first time 
that I heard of the torturers giving up from sheer 
exhaustion. a 47. He gnashed his teeth in anger 
and, balked of a second victim by reason of my 
standing, he threatened the poor devil with death at 
the stake, swearing that he would never give up 
until he had got a statement that satisfied him. At 
the same time, he warned me, through his assistant, 
not to waste time resisting, but to be off if I wanted 
to save my skin. I thought it sheer lunacy to die to 
no purpose, especially after my triumph in the 
matter of the examination. 48. I had also received 
an invitation to change my position for the better, at 
Nicomedeia, and to exchange a city that was full of 
self-indulgence for one which was the nurse of elo
quence. Through his dispatches he tried to bar me 
from there too, buthe did not succeed entirely. I got 

a Torture of the copyist produced no evidence for a 
charge against him, so intimidation follows. Date 343. 
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,I.' ,..., 'f ~\ \' \'"
<1't't<1L TlJJV E'TTaLVoV/LEVlJJV, 0 OE' I\OYlJJV /LEV OVK a'TTE't

'!' il ,... ~, ,~ ,\ , \ a \ \ 
R 37 PlJJS ELXE, rJv/Lep 0 E'OOVI\E'VE Kat 'TTOTE T"1V ,.,OVI\"1V 

rl ~ , \ ,... f,... , , 1\ 
a'TTa<1av OOVI\OVS TlJJV aVTOV 'TTaTEplJJV ETOI\/L"1<1E 

'TTPO<1E£'TTELV. TotS 8€ b'TT€p 8tK"1S POVAE'VO/L€VOLS 
\ rl \ \ f.a \ \ il,... , il ,

Kat OTep XP"1 TOV V,.,pt<1T"1V /LETEl\rJEtV, arJavaTep 
'!' ,... f ,... V\\ , ,... 

TLS Et'TTE' KaKep, lJJS TlJJV yE' al\l\lJJV OV /LaKplJJV 
, , " ~\,,... " \' ill
E<10/LEVlJJV' EPO/LEVlJJV OE TL TOVTO E't"1 TO arJavaTOV 

,,... ", ",1. \ \ , " ,... ,...
F 108 aVTep KaKov, E'ILE TE' E''t'''1 Kat TOVS a'TT E'/LOV TOtS 

" , il 50'~ ~, \ '!'aVTLTEXVots /LoXrJOVS. . E'OE'otELV /LEV OW 
, , \ ~ , ,I. \ t.' ~\ \' 

/L"1 /LE E'VTVXlJJV oaKTI, 't'vl\a~a/LE'VOS OE MYlJJV 
,.. , ./. ' ,/ \'~ \ I

<1tYlJJVTa E'TpE-ra/L"1V OVTa /L~V OVOE' 'TTpOTE'pOll 
I , ,... ~\ a ~, " ,.. ~\ " 

Taxw, opYTI OE ,.,paOVTEpoS EYEyOVE'L. Tep OE' apa 

II Dionysus was tutela..ry deity of Nicaea (Letter 153), 
Demeter that of Nicomedeia. His tenure there was more 
secure than in Nicaea, since it was based not merely upon 
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there by way of Nicaea, the city of Dionysus.a The 
inhabitants of Nicaea found out that I had left the 
capital, and sent envoys to invite me there, with all 
kinds of complimentary references in their decrees; 
so I paid my respects to Dionysus and went with 
them, and I was once more engaged with my 
students and my studies when, by another decree, 
I was invited to Demeter's city, Nicomedeia, the 
governor of Bithynia having graciously acceded to 
their request. 49. This request was not due to any 
lack of a teacher. One of their own citizens was a 
sophist of repute, by no means without skill in rhe
toric, but the slave of a passionate temper, who was 
once so bold as to call the whole town council the 
slaves of his forefathers. They came to consider a 
fitting punishment and to decide how this scoundrel 
should be dealt with, and one member suggested 
that he be visited with endless woe, for none of the 
ordinary methods would last long enough. When 
they inquired what form this was to take, in answer 
he spoke of me and my labours against my rivals. 
50. My fear was that at our first meeting he would 
do .me harm, but I took precautions and by my 
speeches caused him to retire silenced, for though 
he had not been particularly smart before, his stupi
dity had increased because of his temper. So, in the 
end, after my arrival it paid him better to remain 

decree of the curia but upon invitation of tile govemOl' (the 
vicar of Pontus) whose authority in his own diocese over
rode any ban imposed by the proconsul. 
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,., 1"~",I..' " '!\ \' ,
KpELTTOV "IV, f!.1TELOTJ a't'LKO/LTJV, oLyav "I I\EyELV OVX 
t , \' t,l.., ~", I , \ ll' 
WS OV Kal\a v't'a VOVTL, OEL yap TO yE al\TJrJES 

,., '\\' t,., ,1..1&1 " I t ~,
TL/Lav, 0.1\1\ aVT£p 't'0"'OVS TLVas EVTEKWV, WS 0"1 

I ,., ~I " '1:.' \
YOTJTEVOLTO, TOLS OOY/LaOL TTJV /LVTJ/LTJV Ef.E1TI\TJTTE 

Kat 6.1TfJEL 1Tav /Lev apwv, 1Tav aE ¢6EYYO/LEVOS, 

rl t, '\\'\ Ill" ~ \v8'
WOTE V1T al\l\TJI\OLS KpV1TTEOrJat TWV oLGI\ EVTWV 

\\' '1 " , ~ ,
1TOI\I\OVS, /LTJ ~EWV ETL 1TPOO1TEOWV T£p otap1TaoaL. 

T " ", I " ~'" 

' 

R 38 5.1 OVTOV EYW TOV xpovov? EOTL oe ETTJ 

, " ,!,\ fJ fJ' , ~, ~\1TEVTE, TOV 1TaVTOS ov E tWKa, TaVTL OE 0XEOOV 

t I:. ' ,,'!\ " II "~'" tlEf.TJKovTa, Eap "I aVrJ0S 1TPOOEL1TWV oVO av OVTWS 

'" I " , , ,
ELTJV OV/L/LETPWS 1TpOOELpTJKWS. EXW /LEV yap KaL 
rl , "\ rl ", I 
ETEpa 1TEVTE KaL 1Tal\LV ETEpa TooaVTa E1TaLVEoaL, 

, ,.,~, I ",., t , ,., A I 
TO VLKav OE TOVTWV EOTL TWV V1TO T'[J U.TJ/LTJTpL, 

I ..... rl t I. I '6 I
VLKWVTWV TotS a1TaOLV, VyLEtq. OW/LaTOS, EV V/Ltq. 

,'. " '~'I:. I ", t IF 109 .,.,VXTJS, E1TLOEtf.EWV 1TVKVOTTJTL, TOLS EV EKaOT'[J 
~I t 6'" , , ,~I 

1TTJOTJ/LaoLV, 0p/La OLS VEWV, E1TLOOOEL VEWV, VVKTE-

PLVO'iS 1TOVOLS, /LE6TJ/LEPLVO'iS iapWOL, TL/La'i:s, E~volq., 
¢lATP£p, 52. TWV a' <tKEt>l Et TLS ~PETO 6VTL

,., rl I \ \ '1 t, \ , 
vow, OT£p /LEyL(JT£p KaI\l\W1TL~OLTO "I 1TOI\LS, Tas 

" <"av> 2'EV ,... oLaTpL ~ fJ' ,l' aVT'[J as ...E/Las "IV aKovoaL. 

" , l' t, ... rl '6
EKELVTJ yap av "I 1TpOS TOOOVTOV TJKovoa /LEyE ovs 

\ f'\ ... "\\ , £\,., rl " 
TE KaL KC£AAOVS TWV TE al\l\wv u.yu.vWiJ, Ova. Yii 'TE' 

1 <~K£'i> ins. Herwerden, F. 
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silent than to speak, though, to give the devil his 
due, this was not because of any inability of his to 
compose first rate stuff; but, because of hallucina
tions that he was bewitched, his memory was 
affected and off he would go, with all sorts of queer 
words and actions, so that many of his audience, 
after his lectures, would hide one behind another for 
fear that, while still in his frenzy, he would fall upon 
someone and rend him limb from limb. 

51. If I called this five-year period the spring or 
flower of my life-and I am now nearly sixtya-I 
would not be quite correct, for I can speak as highly 
of another five-year period and yet another in my 
life. However, this time which I spent under 
Demeter's care in Nicomedeia excels them all, win
ning on every count-health of body and peace of 
mind, frequent declamations and excited applause 
at each of them, throngs of students and their pro
gress, study by night and the sweat of my labours by 
day, honour, kindness and affection. 52. Ifanyone 
there were asked what was the city's proudest boast, 
the answer was that my declamations could be 
heard in it. Indeed, this town, which had grown to 
such size and beauty and possessed every other 
blessing provided by land and sea, in any recital of 

a The first explicit indication of the date of composition 
of the original Autobiography in 374. 

2 " l' Mart'·" MR' l' Fav <1JlI> m. av ss., e.. TJV • 
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, lll\ ~~ ,~, 'II' I
Kat 17a/\aooa OLOooOtV, OVOE'VOS av E'V fLVTJlL'll fLE''Ya
\ I ,"',,,, I ",
/\aVXLaS 1Tpo TooV E'fLWV E'fLVTJfLOVE'VOE'V, E'1TE'L Kat 

R 39 	 1TpOS T~V E'VOaLfLovtav T~S 1TATJolov 1T6AE'ooS TOVTO 
, G'" r ( , 'll " II I r~"
aVTE's,TJ'YE'V, ooS TJ fLE'V E'VUTJVOLTO 17E'aTpooV TJoovaLS, 

, 	 , ~',I. '" ~ I '( r , '~',I. \ I G
aVTTJ OE' 'f'oPCf 1TaLOE'Las Kat ooS TJ fLE'V OVOE' 'f'v/\as,aL 

, ,~ I \ I ,,~, " \ I
1Tapov E'LOE'tTJ Ka/\ov, aVTTJ OE' KaL a1TOV KTTJoa-

II 53" ~ \ , I , ~ , \ IouaL. • E''YOO OE' E'q.>KE'LV avopL KaTaKE'K/\LfLE'Vq.> 
, '" ~,I. '" (~I '( '~I ~ 

1TpOS 1TTJ'YaLS TE' oLa'f'avoov VOaTOOV KaL V1TO OE'VOPooV 
I r I 1 ',1. I

1TaVTOLas V1TE'paLoopOVVTooV xapLTas E'OTE''f'avoofLE'vq.> 
, "', I "A' 1TE' KaL OVVE'XooS E'VooXOVfLE'Vq.> KaTa TOV L'YV1TTLOV 

, '" (\',1.' '( '" , Q ' E'KE'LVOV, os E'00'f'LoaTO fLaKpoV aVTq.> TOV ,.,paxvv 
1 II 1 , 1 ~I '(~"

'YE'VE'017aL xpOVOV. E'1TOLE'L OE' fLOL Tas TJoovas ov 
, , III \ I ,~\, '" \ I'!"

TO 	E'017LE'LV KaL 1TLVE'LV, TO OE' Ta TooV /\O'YOOV E'V Kat 

\'" """ 'AliI '" Bll ,Ka/\oos XoopE'LV Kat TO Tas .t1..17TJvas TTJS LlJVVLas 
Q '" 	 fl ' ' '' ( 1 ,KaTa,.,oav, oo01TE'P 'YE'ooP'YOt 'YE'ooP'Yoov pvaKOS ap-

I 	 \ II I'l'l ('" fl " '" xaLOV Koo/\Vl7E'VTOS 'll1TpOTE'pOV petv. OVToo TOV E'KE'LOE' 
~ 	 I '" I \ 1 , , G rl ,

F 110 0POfLOV TooV VE'OOV 1Ta/\awv TE' Kat E's, OOOV1TE'P E'fL-
I \' rl~,' , r '" '( '" ,

1TopLa /\O'YOOV, TJ0E' E'OTTJ0E' TE' TJ 'YTJ 1Tap aVT'll KaL 
" " II , \ Q' 'G'E1TE'tOE' fLTJ 1TOPPooUE'V 1TOVTJpa I\afL,.,avftll E's,ov 

, III , I 54 ,~r, ", '" 
E''Y'YVl7E'V afLE'LVoo. . KaL fL'lv 0 'YE' aVTJp E'KE'LVOS 

a For his heartfelt loathing of Constantinople, see for 
example, §48 above, §215 below. 

b Mycerinus, cf. Herod. 2.133. 
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its glories would have prided itself on none of these 
in preference to my compositions: this was the com
parison that it drew with the prosperity of Constan
tinople nearby, a that there they revelled in the 
delights of the stage, here, in Nicomedeia, in the 
fruits oflearning; there they had not the wit to keep 
the good things they had, here they knew how to 
gain possession of those they had not. 53. I was 
like a man who laid himself down by streams of 
clear water beneath the pleasant shade of trees of 
every kind, garlanded and in continual junketing, 
like that Egyptian who devised a way whereby his 
short life should become a long one. b My pleasures 
were not those of eating and drinking, but arose 
from the excellent progress of my oratory and from 
the hue and cry that was set up at Athens against 
Bithynia, for all the world like some farmers 
complaining against others of their kind about 
the diversion of a watercourse from its original 
channel.C The flow of students to Athens, which was 
something of long standing and as old as the busi
ness of rhetoric itself, was stayed, and the province 
kept them to herself, persuading them not to go 
abroad to get inferior stuff when there was better to 
be found closer to home. 54. Moreover, my friend 

C Eunapius (VB. 495 f) preserves traces of these un
favourable comments. Proaeresius, his teacher, resented 
Libanius' success. HimeDUS had no reason to like him (Ep. 
742), and Tuscianus of Lydia (FHG iv. fro 25) was a hostile 
critic. 
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((H \' " ,J.. , ( , /'. '!' '1/o paKI\€WT1)S awpovs €.,.. afLafj1)S 1)K€V aywv 

~t~,\{WV, 1TOtWV fL€ ors t~ovAOfL1)V 1TA06atov· t1T€t 
,,, , (\ '8 " "8~ 8 '" €t Y1)v T€ Kat OI\Ka as Kat aVVotKtas € WOV, OKW 

'''a ", \"I "fLOt TOV avupW1TOV av €1TaLVE'aas aVTOV KE'MVaat 
" '!'l '\'", I ", 

8 '" 
E'XE'LV. otOV Tt Kat 1TpOS €KE'tVOV E'1TOt1)aa TOV E'1Tt 

(f ", aI 	 , I
E'mvov TE' afLa Kat aVT1)V T1)V uvyaTE'pa 

\ " ! , !\ , '" ,J..!
Kal\OVVTa fLOV1)V €V fLE'yal\olS aVTlt> TPE'.,..OfLE'V1)V 

! " I ,! \!
xp1)fLaat, T1)V fLE'V YVWfL1)V E'1TatVE'aas, KM€Vaas 

8' r" ,J..! ('f ,f',E' 	 ~1)TE'tV VVfL.,..LOV, WS E'fLoty€ ov(1)S avTt yvvat
, "" 	 55 'fl rt "fKOS T1)S TE'XV1)S. • 1TE'pt 1)v OVTW T1)V €V

II ,! ! r N '8 ' \ ' rlUE'OV E'fLE'fL1)VE'l fLaVLaV 1) tKOfL1) OVS 1TOl\lS, warE" 

~81) fLE' KclV Tats 8€pfLatS KoAvfL~~8palS TclV Tef> 
\' " , 8' " "/'. " 88	t aaKaMtlt> 1TOtE'tV Kat fL1) E' TaVTa E'fjW TOV 

I "'8 I "8" (1 ( "VOfLOV Tots t tWTatS E'LVat OKE'LV' OVTWS 1)fLtV 
rl r! \ ll! '" rl ,
a1Taaa 1) 1TOl\tS KaUE'taT1)KE't fLovaE'tOV' Ot yE' Kat 

TOllS 1TpoAoyovs 1TapaAafL~a.vOVrE"S, TaAAa tK~a.A-
\ ""8 	 "8 ' \ I\OVTE'S lfafLaTa, If OVT€S '1TaVTaxov tE'rE"I\OVV. 

( I 8 ' " , ,,J.. , , ,J.. , ,56. 1) fLE'ytaT1) 1) TWV €tS E'v.,..poavv1)v a""0pfL1) TO 
,J.. " "ll ,J..I\ '!', '8' (I '\ Iaa.,..E'ts KE'KT1)auaL ortI\OVS, wv OV €V 0 Tt OV Mt1TE'

aBat TWV 80KOVVTWV clya86w b Evpmt81)S ~1)atv,
'8 ' (I '!' r ,J.. " , " , ,€t WS OTt OVTot Ot aa.,..E'tS OVK ovatas fLoVOV a1TO

" " (' "" 8' '\\' " , a'C1Ta.tt:V Cl.!.1 V1T£P TWV tt'1Tt'T1) E'LWV 0.1\1\0. Kav a1Toua

a For Crispinus and his cartload of books, with inciden
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Crispinus from Heraclea carne with a cartload of 
books and made me rich in what I most desired. a 

Had he offered land, ships, or villas, I would, I feel, 
have thanked'him kindly and told him to keep them. 
Something of the sort I did do, even with him: he 
invited me to dinner to meet his only daughter 
whom he was bringing up in the lap of luxury, but I 
thanked him for the thought but told him to look 
elsewhere for a bridegroom: my bride was my art. 
55. The city of Nicomedeia was by now visited with 
such inspired frenzy for it that I gave school lessons 
even in the swimming baths and this seemed noth
ing out of the ordinary to the average person. In 
this way the whole city had become my lecture 
room, as it were, and those who had learnt my pro
logues turned their backs upon other people's com
positions, continually reciting mine everywhere. b 

56. The greatest incentive towards happiness is the 
possession of firm friends. All the blessings a man 
can think of do not equal this, says Euripides,c for 
he knew that these firm friends would, for their 
comrades' sake, give up not just their possessions 

tal echo of Philostr. V.S. 539, cf. Norman, JHS 80 (1960), 
122 ff. The offer of marriage was refused since the engage
ment to his cousin, Phasganius' daughter, had already 
been arranged. 

b A play on ¥p4"1'a. songs, and ~tV rhetorical declama
tion. 

C Eurip. Or. 1155; a favourite citation of Libanius, cf. 
Letter 24. 
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~ 8' ! 8 " "CI! 8 (Ivot€V, wv TJ yE'VE'O' at Kat TOV TTJS ~E'7't OS VLOV, 
r\ , I ".1." , (' "IT I \oS €7TptaTO TTJS 'f'VXTJS TTJV V7TE'P TOV aTpOKI\OV 

f '8 f 8 1. , "8 '8tKTJV.f TaVTTJS ov E'V 7't vw ponpas E'VTaV a E'K
, ,J. \, 57 ~ , "A ' TTJO'afLTJv 'f'tl\tas. . wv E't TTJV ptO'TatVE'TOV 

R 41 ~a{TJv b7TE'P~'P€tv ~t,\{av, ov8eva liv vE'!LE'O'~O'a{ 
"" 8' 8' ~ '(fLOt 8OKW TWV Tt E'fLE'VWV E'VTE'PWV· Ct> fLot Kat TJ 

, ", ,'\\ \1 , ! " 
fLTJTTJP Kat E't TCt> al\l\Ct> I\V7TTJV E'VE'7TOLOW a7TWV, 

, 1 ", \"''''' '8' " ,...E'tKoTWS av E'YKal\ot. E'KE'tvOS yap TJ Kat Ta TOV 
" ',J.' ,... \' ,KE'tvOV Tpo7TOV 'f'apfLaKa TWV yI\VKE'WV TOVTWV 

',J.-, \'E''F'VTJ yl\vKV'TE'pa. 

58. KaiTot Tis ~t'\OfL~TWP p.ii'\'\ov ~fLoV ; 

TE'KfLTJpice 	 8f !LE'ya'\ce TOVTO d,7T08E'tKVV0'8w. y~v 
't , "'8 t 8' , , " ovO'av fLot 7TaTpceav a7TE 01'0, 0 E' E'WVTJfLE'VOS E'7T 

'l7'a,\{as 7TOPE'VOfLE'VOS 8dO'as fL~ 7TapaKa'\eaas 
r, , ,,...,,, r' ,...
VO''TE'pOV TTJV O'vfLfLaXtav TWV VOfLWV TJ ':!WO'TJS TTJS 

, " , " 	 ,,...,
fLTJTpOS TJ OtXOfLEV7]S E7TtO'Tpa'TE'VO'W Tl} 7TpaO'E't, 
\ , "8 ' "QQ""'8 ,... " 'tI\VE'tv TJ TJ TaVTTJV TJ /-,E'/-,aww E' E'tTO. TJPOfLTJV ow 

, , ",,... 1. " t '8'€t Kat aVTOS E'V TOtS 7TE'7TpafLeVOtS E'tTJV, ws ov E' 

, , ,n 'QQ\' " 
TOVT'P fLaxovfLEVOS' Kat oS TO /-'t/-,I\LOV 7TpOVTEtvEV 

cbs 7TpoO''\a~Ot TaVTTJO't T~S XE'tpOS ypafLf.LaTa, 

a Homer Il. 18.88 if. 

b For Aristaenetus, PLRE 104 (1). 

C Cf. Or. 55.3. 

d For the sale of the family property cf. §26 above, Or. 
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but their very lives, as, for instance, Achilles, who 
secured vengeance for Patroclus at the cost of his 
own life.a In this town, I found friendships no less 
devoted than this. 57. And if I were to state that 
my friendship with Aristaenetus surpassed them 
all, none of those who play second fiddle would have 
held it against me, I am sure.b Both my mother and 
any other person who was pained by my absence 
would have reproached me on account of him, and 
with good reason, for he and the charm of his char
acter were more potent than any charms of theirs. 

58. For all that, there is no one fonder of his 
mother than I,c and let me demonstrate this with 
signal proof. She sold my family property,d and the 
purchaser, now on his way to Italy, was afraid that I 
would later invoke the aid of the law and attempt to 
invalidate the sale, either during my mother's life
time or after her death. He asked me either to 
confirm or to deny the sale now. Well, I asked him 
whether I too was part and parcel of the items for 
sale; even so, I would not contest it. He proffered 
the document, to get my signature written by this, 

11.9, 55.15. He was of curial family, but ridding himself of 
the land would distance"him further from the risk of per
forming the liturgies and buttress the immunity he 
enjoyed as official sophist, cf. Petit, note ad loe. Why the 
buyer should demand his "signature to a transaction 
already performed in due order is unclear. Possibly he saw 
it as an added guarantee in case Libanius should try to 
invalidate the sale later. 
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'( , " ,I.. (~, f' (' ~ ,
Kat "I pf.V eypa-rf.v, ° Of. OtS f.wpa otTJ7TtaTf.L. 

~ ,~, ~ ~, "" ~ ~ , , tl
59. Of.LVa 0"1 OOKWV f.pavTC.p opav f.L 'TTJv OV'TW 

, " ,1..' r,
a'Tf.pyopf.vTJv PTJ awwv "ITJP°'TP°-r°LTJv , 07TO'Tf. 
, , ,l..fj I ~ ,I.. 1\ ~ , ~ l' 
aKovoLpL -rUf.YYopf.VOV 'TOV -rLI\OV, of.apOS 'TOV'TO "Iv, 
rl \ (' ~ "" " , ,\ I ~ 
wa'Tf. KaL TJvLKa O€VP €7TWlJ€tV, f.7TL povaLS 'TaLS 

", ~" " ,7Tap €K€tVOV 'TOV'TO €7Tpa'T'T€'To avaYKaLS a7T€t
\ ~ l' \ I ,~ l' 1 
I\OW'T0S "I PTJV X€tPW P€, €t 'TOV'TO a'TtpaaatpL 

, ~I "" 
'TO otKat.ov, vopt.€t.v. 

n\ I I "r ""'fj \60 . 1\€t.oaL 'TOLVW KaL p€L!;,oaLv ayauoLS 'To. 

~ I ',I..' r (T' \ ( \1
ovax€p€a'Tf.pa TJ-ravt.!;,€V "I vXTJ, KaL "I I\V7TTJ 

PLKpa. OLa. 'TO 7TA~8os ~V 'TWV ~OOVWV, paAAOV O~ 
,~\ ~ r 1 " "" ~ , fj

OVO€V 'ToaOV'TOV 07Toaov Kat aVtaaaL ovvaauaL, 
tl 1', "'" I tI \ I 

Wa7T€p av Ka£ 'Tot.S apta'T€VOVaLV a 7T1\TJ'T'TOV'Tat. 
~,I.. ~, I fj f' ~ "" \ I fj l' ,

KOV-ra ot.a pf.y€rJOS WV opwaL. MYf.aUW ow Kat 
\ I ~~, '1\ fj I ,I.. I \ 

'To. X€tpw' 'TlJO€ yap av KaUapW'Tf.poV -raV€LTJ 'To. 
Q\! ~ I ~ r"~
,.,f.I\'TLW Of.t.KVVP€VWV 'TWV V7T aV'TWV V€VLKTJ

pfVWV. 

61 (0 ' ~ , ' \ "ll \~",Q
• pf.V 0"1 1TaLS aVTJ,.,0S f.1\1TLaLV a7Ta'TTJrJf.t.S 

( , ~ tI, III , 1 
V7TO 'TWV OVS aVa7T~LrJOvat.v a7TOK'TLVVVV'TWV 7Tf.V'Ta

1 '\1 (,I.. \1 ~ 
Koawvs 'Tf. Kat. XLI\LOVS V-rf.I\OPf.VOS a'Ta'TTJpas 

" (, "ll I 1\\ I 
't'Xf.'TO, WS f.tKOS, a1TOUaVOVpf.VOS Pf.I\I\OV'T0S pot. 

8EgfcJ8at -rou lipXO;;70S ,\6yo;;, Ka.~ t1Tt:O£LKVV
I \' {jl ,..., ,...-. 

PTJv KLVOVP€VOS 'To. €LWrJO'Ta 'TWV aKpOa'TWV 'TlJ 

1 'TOVTO Mss., Martin: 'ToiJ'TCfl F. 
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my hand, and I signed it-and he could hardly 
believe his eyes. 59. I felt that I was being most 
remiss not to attend and support so loving a mother 
in her old age, but whenever I heard my friend's 
voice, it was a chain that bound me. Finally, even 
when I did come home, it was only under compul
sion from him, for he swore that he would think. the 
worse of me if I so disregarded what was right and 
proper. 

60. Fortune, then, banished sorrow by the provi
sion of more and bigger blessings. My troubles were 
small because of my many pleasures; in fact, noth
ing was enough to cause me distress, just as, with 
great champions, their mishaps seem mere nothings 
because of the greatness of their achievements. So 
let me mention my misfortunes, for good fortune can 
be more clearly revealed so, if there is an account of 
what it has overcome. 

61. My slave, a mere lad, beguiled by men who 
murder those they lead astray, decamped, perhaps 
to his death, taking 1,500 staters with him.a I was 
on the point of delivering an oration before the 
governor, and though my audience was greatly dis
turbed by the theft, I proceeded to give my declama
tion in my customary manner of delivery, so that I 

a Collusion between slaves and local bandit gangs was 
common enough. No less so the killing by the gangsters of 
such collaborators once they had served their purpose. For 
staters =solidi, cf. Letter 46 note. 
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\ ,., I rl '!' I ~ \ ~ \
K1\07T'l} T~TapaY/L~vwv, won ~tvat /Lot ot7T1\0VV TO. 
II ,., ,\ t \ f' I , ~,t ,
fJav/La, TO /L~V WS I\~y~tv ~7TtOTa/L£V'f:l' TO O~ WS TO. 

,., J.L " rl ITOtaVTa 'f{P~tv' Kat TptTOV y~ ~npov 7TpoO~y~yo-
~ II f "ll I , ~ 1\ 

V~t otWfJOV/L~VOV /LOV TOV 1]fJpOtO/L~VOV ~K TWV 7T01\~WV 
" " , l: \ \ a f 'llF 113 apyvpov 7TaptOVTa TOV ~f.~I\1]I\VfJOTa xpvoov fJ~pa-

7Td~tv 7T~tPW/L'VWV TO£S 7Tapa O~WV T~V ~A&.~1]V.
' , 'J. fa '1' I " ,6.2 TaVTL /L~v a'f~tofJw T1]V ~1]/LLav ~xovTa ~v 

I r'I ~,~ I '1\'" \ fa
xp1]/LaOtV, a 01] ota7TTVO~t~V av r.W1]P ~1\~VfJ~pOS. 

'\\' , I \ t \ ~ J. ~ , J. f
0.1\1\ ~VOO~t /L~V 1] yVV1] T'f:l OO'fLOT'l} Tas 'fp~vas, 
r~, , Q \ 1 ~ ,'!' ~ ~, 

o o~ ov ,.,OVI\O/L~VOS TaVT ~tvat T1]S TOV OW/LaTOS 
f "" '!' "I \ ,.,7T0V1]ptas ~7T ~/L~ n 1]Y~ T1]V atTLav Kat KaKOLS 

~7T6/L~vos 7Tapa8dY/LaOL ~t~Aoyp&.~ov Ka~ a~TOS 
'!'\ '" ~ ,... ",,.,
~tI\K~ Kat OtXO/L~V1]S 01] T1]S yvvatKOS a7T0 TOV 

IJ. \ ~ , , \ ~ , '\a'
Ta'fOV ~Ta oaKpvwv ~tS TO oLKaOT1]ptoV ~l\fJWV 

I \ "L ,~, r'
KaT1]YOpoS /L~V KaTa TOVS VU/LOVS ovo~ OVTWS 

I ,., ~\ f' , ~'" '" a 
ytV~Tat, TOOOVTOV o~ ~vp~, TO o1]oat TOV avupw

7T0V. 63. '" TO "R 44 ~7Tt TOVTOtS ''''7Tpayp,a aV~OTpa7TTO 
'" , J.' \ I ,~ ~, ,

TOV /L~V 'f~VyOVTOS T1]V KPLOtV, ~/LOV o~ ~7Tava-

11' r ~ \ ~\" "\ , ,
YKa':,OllTOS. 0 otKaOT1]S o~ apa ~y~l\a, ~L 7T~Pt 

'" " 1\ 'llIrQ'yvvatKa ~yw 7TapaV1]I\LOKOV TOV fJaVaTOV V7T~p,.,as 
\ J. I r' '1\ " , a\' '" TOV OO'ftOT1]V, W07T~p av ~L TLS afJl\1]T1]S KT~LVaL 

~Xwv T()'ll ?J.VT17raAoll To6T~ .u~V lJ8~tTol (JVp'

1 i/8f.'iTO conj. Schenkl, Norman: ~PIlf.'iTO Par. 3016, C 
corr., F.: UPf.'i1"O CPVL, Re.: UPf'iTO <f.L~> Martin. 
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gave cause for wonder on two counts, by my ability 
in oratory and by enduring such a loss with equa
nimity. There was yet a third reason for wonder, for 
I refused the collection of money made from the 
cities who tried to repair my loss by their contribu
tions, which exceeded the amount of money stolen. 

62. So much for that and the financial loss it 
involved. A man of breeding would think. nothing of 
it. However, the professor'sa wife began to suffer 
from mental illness, and he, refusing to believe that 
this was due to any physical ailment, tried to pin the 
blame on to me and, following bad example, he too 
tried to have my copyist examined. Upon his wife's 
death, he left her grave in tears and entered the 
court, but even so his accusation was not presented 
in any legal form; his sole recourse was to have the 
man arrested.b 63. Consequently, the roles were 
reversed; he tried to avoid a trial and I insisted that 
it be held.c The governor was amused at the idea 
that I, having got the better of the professor, should 
now go to the length of procuring his wife's death; it 
was just as absurd as for an athlete, who had it in 
his power to kill his opponent, to refuse to engage 

a The sophist of § 49 f. 
b Cf. §§ 43 if above. The sophist accuses Libanius of 

magic as a result of his success, and to get proof has the 
copyist arrested for examination. 

C Libanius counters by citing Codex Theodos. 9.1.7 
which required prompt examination of the detainee. 
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7TA!K€a8at Kat 8t€aWb€, T~V T€Kof)aav 8£ aVTov 

rl r 8' 8! ,,' 8' " 1',L ,TJp7Ta':,€ ta atJLovwv. Tep JL€V 1] €pyov TJV 'fI€V
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8' ,,1', ,,'" "', ,
vat 	 LKTJV, TOV yap av VOJLOV OVK €av K€VatS atTL-

t,Q !r t 8' '(' '" ats 	 VfJpLl;:,€tv. 0 € 7T€aWV tJt€T€V€ JLTJ aTLJLOS 

F 114 	 cl7T€A8€LV JLTJ8£ abTof) JLiiAAOV ~ Tof) 7T€v80vs 

, '" 8'" 64' \ "" ,L , t€K€tVa 	vOp,La TJvat. . €M€t TOV aO'fltaTTJv 0 

' 	 ", .1. f ,1' "8LKaCITTJS, Kat OVK €JL€JL-raJLTJV TOV OtKTOV' €JLOL 
, " , , 8" , ,L , 

yap €tTJ TOV €X pOV €tS avyyvwJLTJV KaTa'fl€VYOVTa 

'8 '" "8'" (' 8' 8£ ' 8' ,R 45 	 t €tV Kat OV €V av €T€pas €ot KTJS, Kat TJ Kat 
,L ,\ l' Q \' ", rl 8''fItI\OV €tvat fJOVI\OJL€VOV OVK aTLJLaaw' oaTLS € 

" ,t ,t '" \!ataxvvoJL€VOV TOV TJp,apTTJKOTa opWV 7TpOaa7TOI\€
Q!\ 	 ", 8'~ "r ",aat fJOVl\otT av, TJptWUI/S n OVTOS KaL OVK aLa

' t, 8 ' " ! ",8avoJL€VOS, ws av pW7Tep y€ OVTL yevOLT av 7TOT€ 
" 	 " " t, , '" '\\'Laws 	 €LS TTJV TWV OJLOLWV xp€tav 7T€a€tV. al\l\ 
, 	 (B 8 ' ",... (, , \ \' ( ,

OVX 	 ot L vvot 7TpOS €K€tVOV OVTWS, al\l\ 0 JL€V 
, 	 "', t. , ", "8' , ,a7TaVTWV €f::.€TP€7T€T av, Tep € 7TpOVOta JLTJ 
, 	 '" '8" \ ! 8 ,... !!l7T!lllT7]aClL, TO € JLTJ K€KOI\aa at TOtS 7TpoaTJKovaL 

, t,Q "'8 ! '" ".1. ' TOV 	 VfJpLaTTJV TJ TJ Ttva TL Kat a7ToppL-raL €LS 

TOV 	 ~Y;TJ~LaJL€1I0V KalTOL a~68pa clya7TlhJL€vov 

~vaYKaa€. 65. '!Tt€'6p.~vos 8~ 7TOAAax68€v Kat 
" ! t,... \! ,'\\ ,,...

OVK a7ToxpWVTWlI OL TWV I\oywv al\l\ws n KaL TOV 
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and to let him go, and then to try to do away with 
the fellow's mother by means of magic. He did his 
best to escape, but the governora had him fetched by 
his attendants, since I maintained my stand, and 
gave him the alternative of proving me guilty or 
being found guilty himself, for the law forbade the 
ill-treatment of anyone on baseless charges. He fell 
on his knees and besought that he should not be 
dismissed in disgrace, for his grief was to be 
regarded as the cause of all this, not he. 64. The 
governor took pity on him, and I could not blame 
him for it, for I could ever wish to see my enemy 
throwing himself on the mercy of the court, with no 
need for any other punishment; indeed, I will not 
refuse him ifhe wishes to become my friend, for any 
man who sees a sinner shamed and yet wants him 
done away with, is a mere brute and without the wit 
to realize that he is only human and may sometime 
perhaps be brought to such a pass himself. Not so 
the Bithynians in their attitude towards him: they 
would either get out of his way if they met him, or 
take good care not to meet him at all, and the fact 
that my assailant suffered no condign punishment 
caused people to inveigh against the magistrate who 
had given such a decision, even though he was very 
popular. 65. So he was crushed completely: his 
eloquence availed him nothing, especially as his 

a Pompeianus, consulans Bithyniae 343-348 (cf. Ep. 
742, PLRE 712 (3» has the accuser arrested to reveal his 
proofs (Codex Theodos. 9.39.1). The case collapses. 
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'" 8 ( ~ , '" " ,
G£GtY1JG at oos 0"1 TOV T£ £pyov K£KOtVOOV1JKVtas 

'" ,\, " Y '" , , , Q'
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" \ , , K ~, , " ,/.. ,\
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,~ , , Q \ '.1. ' ,~," ,~ 
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'iTaVTa aAA~AotV 'A8~v1JGt K£xaptG/L'voo 8ta. 

T'AOVS ~/L£AAOV TOVTO 1TOL£W. b 8~ 1TapaGK£V~S 
" '" \ 'II ' '\ t\,T£ aVTOV T1JS 1TPOS TOV £pGLKOV 1TOI\£/LOV os TOTe 

'!' (' 8 ' , , 't:.'
"111, ETepooV 7"£ 1TPO/L1J E'LaS OV /LE'LOVOS a~LOOV 

, , Y' , " \
/LE'VE'tV avaYKat,oVTOOV 1TaVTa TO. /LE'ytGTa /LtKpa 

a For the purchase of pupils by cash cf. Themist. Or. 
23.290c, and by more dubious offers, Eunap. V.s. 490. Cf. 
Petit, Etudiants, pp. 103 f. For a similar trick played by 
Libanius' students in Antioch, cf. Letter 85. 
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general behaviour was held in disrepute. Hence, he 
had recourse to buying his pupilsa and spared none 
of the great wealth that came from his estates, but 
though they took all he offered, they did not entrust 
themselves to him. The cat was let out of the bag, 
and he became a laughing-stock throughout the city 
because of his trickery, his high hopes, and his 
disappointment. 66. There was only one Bithy
nian to take his part, a man of unquenchable ran
cour in all his undertakings. He alleged that, in the 
gossip, the inquiries, and the ridicule that arose 
from these gifts, his wife's name had been bandied 
about too as a participant in this business and in the 
bribery.b Into his travelling carriage he got and set 
off for Cappadocia, to his friend the governor, who 
was quite capable of obliging him by flouting the 
law, for these two had been students together in 
Athens and had done each other all kinds of good 
turns and probably continued to do so thereafter. 
Though the preparations for the Persian war, which 
occurred then, C and other duties no less deserving of 
consideration ought to have induced him to stay 

b The Bithynian principalis, in collusion with the 
sophist, revives the charge of treason by magic, and has 
recourse to a superior official, Philagrius, vicar of Pontus 
348-350 (PLRE 694 (5)). His headquarters were at 
Nicaea, where the accused were transported. 

e The Persian War and the battle of Singara, 348. 
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\ 1 \ " !'\ \ t '" \ , ..I.. ' ,
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a Obscure. Reiske suggested that Libanius' friend, the 
sophist Alcimus, had Cynic connections; hence the refer
ence to Antisthenes. As he is also dubbed, 8EOii 'TWOS 1Tw1la 
(68), there seems to be a play on names AlcimusiAlcides, 
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where he was, the governor thought all important 
matters to be mere incidentals; so he got up and 
came along with bared blade, sending in advance a 
soldier whom I had to follow to Nicaea with seven 
youths whose crime was that they had not sold 
themselves. 67. So the people ofNicomedeia gave 
us up for dead, as the Athenians did those whom 
they sent to Labyrinth. However, under the gui· 
dance of Fortune, my saviour was destined to be 
Heracles, son of Zeus, who in a dream revealed to 
me what he would do and how he would quench the 
funeral flame;a for I dreamed that a disciple of the 
Cynic Antisthenes mounted a great pyre in the 
centre of Nicaea and quenched it, and that his body 
prevailed over the fire. So I went on, heartened by 
this revelation of truth and the tidings of help. My 
advocates went as far as Libon, but there they went 
to ground and watched the outcome of the affair 
from afar, and when it was all over they emerged to 
offer their congratulations, as the Spartans did to 
the Athenians after the battle of Marathon.b 

68. Yes, that too was a labour of Heracles, and 
he brought me also from out of the shadow:c the 

with reference to the saving grace of Heracles. The pres
ence of Alcimus (PLRE 38) thus links both aspects in the 
dream. 

b Herod. 6.120. 
c Homer Il. 15.668. 
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a Perfumers, doctors, and barbers, all near the centre of 
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cocks were crowing and the criers were crying 
when there came a knocking at the door and our 
jailer shouted to us tQ come down. Alcimus and I 
were lodged in,a perfumer's shop awaiting our turn. a 

This Alcimus, by the way, had something divine 
about him, I am sure; such a man could never have 
been sired by mortal man. Well, just before noon, 
that rascal of an accuser dashed in distraught and 
howling that Philagrius too was tarred with the 
same brush, an incomprehensible remark as far 
as we were concerned.b 69. The governor left 
immediately, and we saw our friends all smiles, as 
though at some fortunate event. Of the nature and 
manner of it we had not the slightest idea until one 
of our friends gestured to us from a distance that 
our enemy had fled, for the governor had suddenly 
been confronted with the need to maintain the law. 
He had made up his mind to disclose a charge of 
murder against me when news arrived of Philipp us' 
tour of inspection, and he had to go off in a hurry to 
receive his grim overlord into his diocese:c in a 
panic he declared that the time for favours was past 

town, were handy for the court room (cf. Or. 51.10, Plaut. 
Amph. 1011), 

b The accuser presents his case, is dismissed, and pro
tests that Philagrius has fallen victim to Libanius' magic. 

C Philippus, Praetorian Prefect of the East and consul 
348 (PLRE (7) 696 f), then on tour of inspection, which 
required Philagrius' attendance, thus closing the case. 
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, , uE~, , ..... n~ ~~ ..l'.""'_ ..,..\6'~.'V !,v"EyW uclilfXWpOVV. f ~_(J-=I\ ~ <ot>2 

1 av tpv8PLWV Mss., Martin: dV€PVOpLWV conj. F. 
2 <b> conj. F., Martin. 
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and the law must prevail: he must either hand in 
his charge in proper form or reconcile himself to 
being a victim of necessity. Hence the expression 
'being tarred with the same brush,' to explain his 
sudden change. 70. So my accuser went off home 
despondently, 'eating his heart out,'S while the 
governor, all blushes for the favour he would have 
granted, summoned me to him, sat me down by his 
side in court, wiped his hand across his brow and 
tried to make light of his friend's remarks on the 
professor's behalf. He begged me not to be annoyed 
at my coming to him and to think of the whole inci
dent as though it had never happened. I replied 
that such was my reaction even before he had begun 
to speak, but he asked for some guarantee of my 
words, namely, that I should allow him to attend an 
oration of mine in the heart of Nicomedeia. 'Philip
pus summons me, to be sure,' he exclaimed, 'but let 
this have precedence.' 71. I consented and gave 
my promise, and there in Nicomedeia I was just intro
ducing my declamation, when my accuser entered like 
an ill wind with that jealous rival of mine, and 
asserted that his oration ought to precede mine, 
before the governor was beguiled by the roars of 

Iapplause. Though the governor was put out, I was 
agreeable, and so he entered, but behaved like his 
usual self although he spoke before an audience of 

a Homer Il. 6.202. 
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E'yyvs E'yw TTJV .,..wvTJv avaKLVWV TE' Kal a'lrO'lrE'l

, r 8~ " , "1: 8 (8'"PWfLE'VOS, 0 c: apxwv 'lrE'pt E'SO OV, 0 E' altJXttJTa 
, \ \ , ,,, 'I:' '\ ",,.
a'lrTJl\l\axws E'KE'tVOS E's aKpO'lrOI\E'WS E''lrt TO tJWpa 

,\ (\' '" , " , (8'
TOVfLOV W'IrI\ltJfLE'VOS 'lrapTJv, Kal E'fLE' fLE'V at vpal 

r, "',,.... T' l' " 8'pVOVTaL TOV VE'W TTJS VXTJS, OV'lrE'P Kal E'Ka TJfLTJV. 

\', 8" \ '" \ 1 ,...."
TOV apXOVTa E' KaL 'lrpO TWV I\oywv TTl KE'tVOV 
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a As official sophist he was to lecture in the Town Hall, 
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but fifteen, having himself requested the with~ 

drawal of my supporters. As soon as he saw the 
course before him, he grew dizzy and his memory 
failed him, 'and he exclaimed that I, the sorcerer, 
had not even then stopped my tricks. The governor 
told him to read then; he had come to judge a speech, 
not a test of memory. His reply was that his eyes 
could not do their job, either, and for the same 
reason. 'Then he shall take it and read it,' said 
the governor, pointing out the best speaker present. 
On hearing this, he threw aside his script and made 
off, filling the square with meaningless cries. 
72. Next day while the crowd was assembling in the 
town hall, a and I was exercising my voice and testing 
it nearby, the governor was just about to leave his 
headquarters, when that madman, who had fled in 
disgrace, came from the citadel armed against my 
person. I was saved by the doors of the temple of 
Fortune where I was seated. Even before my speech 
I had the governor on my side because of this mad 
attempt, and he made his entry well disposed 
towards me. When he rose to leave, he was one of 
my devoted admirers, and immediately he sent out 
letters and collected his relatives, who happened to 
be studying under others, and the sons of his 
friends, and brought them to my school, and mine 

and was practising in the Tychaeum (also used for scholas~ 
tic purposes in Antioch, Letter 45; cf: §l02 below for the 
use of temples by teachers). The charge of magic is finally 
ended. 
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1 
'j 

J 
a Herod. 1.30-31. I 
b Herod. 5.65. 

C A proverbial reference to the murderers of Archi
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alone. He attended the oration he had heard-a 
favour which he requested and received, and he 
declared that he owed an unparalleled debt of grati
tude to my accuser for the chance to get to know my 
work: without it, he would have been so much the 
poorer .. 

73. The report of these orations and occurrences 
reached those from whom 1 had fled and who 
thought that by their calumnies they made it im
possible for me to live in towns or even in the tiniest 
villages. Could Tellus or those Argive youths, who 
blessed their mother by their exploit with the 
carriage,a have had greater happiness than I? 1 am 
tempted to absolve Fortune of the charge I levelled 
against her for causing all this, if such are the 
results of putting her to the test. Certainly, 
Melanthus was not unlucky in his exile, since it was 
destined that instead of being a dweller in Messene 
he should be ruler of Athens.b 

74. My reputation had increased and countless 
were the tongues that praised me, though there 
were some who asserted that 1 associated with 
people whom Apollo would have deemed unworthy
as in his oracle he rejected the murderer of 
Archilochus.c The blameless importuned those who 

lochus (Suidas s.v.) is regularly applied to the heinous 
criminal; cf. Or. 15.65, Decl. 1.180. These critics are 
extreme pagar...s, offended by his good relations with Chris
tian potentates at court resulting from his recent pane
gyricon Constantius and Constans (Or. 59). 
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had been at fault, and there followed pleas to the 
prefect to restore me to Constantinople. I protested 
that I would be behaving badly toward my hosts and 
I also pleaded that I should not once more be 
reduced to awful silence, and the prefecta departed 
apparently with lio intention of forcing me to go, but 
then he had me moved with harsher constraint, an 
imperial summons. 75. I grieved as prisoners 
grieve, who have lost land and liberty and go into 
slavery in a foreign clime. I was fated to lose all my 
pleasure and profit and to be brought into trouble 
and distress, for I had either to go.drinking with the 
men of influence and waste the greater part of day 
and night at the table, or else be regarded by them 
as an enemy and an object ofhostility.b That all this 
is completely opposed to the well·being of the spirit 
everyone would agree, if he has ever been drunk 
himself or seen others in that state. 76. For all 
that, I did not relax in the presentation of my ora· 
tions. Some came to listen to declamations, but the 
majority came merely to observe my gestures in 
delivery, for the Senate there was for the most part 
drawn from the army rather than from the schools.c 

This activity was not at all unsuccessful, but the 

a Philippus, as in §69 above. 
b On the standing ofteachers in Constantinople, cf. Ep. 

399. He returns in 349. 
e Expressive of his local patriotism he always criticized 

violently the Senate of Constantinople with its coarse mili
tary element. 
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class I had brought with me promptly began to 
disappear, for they were either seduced by pleasure 
or, if they were of finer intellect, they became 
alarmed, feeling I suppose that the place was natur
ally ruinous for a student's character. So they 
hoisted sail for Phoenicia or went off to Athens, a and 
only my fame was left to me. You would have wept 
to see how few were the students for whom I sallied 
forth to encounter all that snow. 

77. So I went about as though in mourning, 
grieving at my present state and longing for what 
was past. My love for Bithynia possessed me so 
utterly and allowed me no regard for anything else 
that, next summer, I made my way there again,b 
under the god's direction, though none gave me per
mission and many threatened me; but there was an 
attack of the plague and, having been affected by it 
slightly, I returned to the city from which I had fled, 
under medical advice. The next summer I ventured 
the same once more and was again forced to return, 
for famine was the cause, as plague had been before. 
On this journey, while I was at Libyssa, which is a 
post-station famous for a tomb and the legend of the 

a The law school at Berytus had been established for 
nearly a century. Athens, as an old university town, still 
had the advantage over the upstart Constantinople, and 
its winter climate was better. 

b The two vacation visits to Nicomedeia occur in 350 (cf. 
Letter 25) and 351. 
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a Ha.rmibal's burial place; cf. Amm. Marc. 22.9.3, 
Eutrop. 4.5.2, Pluto Flamin. 20. 

-1 

b Libanius outdoes his Philostratean models. He was 
twice so blasted, here with Homeric force (II. 8.134). 
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man buried in it,a from clear sky and bright sun
light a mass of clouds suddenly gathered and sent 
forth a thunderbolt 'and hurled it to earth before the 
steeds of Diomede,' and from this flash I suffered my 
usual trouble.b 78. Why, when I loved the city so, 
did Fortune so misuse me and keep me from my 
heart's desire? She knew the disaster that was to 
come and that I too would have fallen a victim. C By 
these afflictions she granted me salvation, and by 
keeping me from one place she blessed me with old 
age. In causing me to return to my life in the capi
tal, she acted from no desire to harm me, but here 
too to provide a remedy for trouble. 79. For here 
again, she saw that some from malice, others from 
ignorance, were calling my retirement from the cap
ital what it never was, dubbing the abuse of a 
wretched cabal a 'punishment' and 'an ordinance of 
the city.'d She realized that the one way for this 
calumny to be wiped out was for me to be courted 
once again by the city and to be engaged in all my 
former activities, with the sons of its inhabitants 
attending me as students and the theatres filled 

C An anticipation of the earthquake at Nicomedeia in 
358 (§ 118 below). 

d Recalls his enforced departure in 343, and hints at the 
canard of pederasty then levelled against him (Eunap. V.S. 
495). He needs to be purged of all such taint, and secures 
this by Senatorial decree and imperial ratification of these 
extra privilege~. 
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TrpCfOTTJTt KOGf.LOV TTJS aVTOV TrOl\tTt:,as TTJV 
" It"',..· I 82(t:Kt:LVOV V0f.L'~WV t:v apxatS' XPTJGTOTTJTa. . 0 
~, , " ,(,.." , ,.. 8'
OE' OVK aTrt:Lpws IUV TJf.Lwv t:Xwv, t:f.S TrftpaV £ 

,.. 'A8 ' , 1 \" 8 ' TWV TJvTJGW E'pXOf.LE'VOS Kat Ta f.Lt:V aKpvwv, 
,.. ~, 	 , 'I ,.., I \ l:. 'lA8 I ,
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1 7ToAt1'f:las ACP, Martin: /3a(uAf:las VL, F. 
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with men of all ages. 80. Yet my position then 
excelled even this. Each successive governor outdid 
his predecessor by the regard and honour in which 
he held me, until the fourth of them, a Phoenician 
motivated by the Graces,a revived a neglected 
decree of the Senate, and the emperor, rejoicing at 
such a decision by the city, honoured me with count
less gifts which increased my prestige and my 
income, so that I had the revenue of estates without 
the worry of them. 81. A stroke of luck more 
important than this-or indeed, than anything you 
could think of for a man who, as I did, sought a 
name for eloquence for himself-happened as fol
lows: after the removal of the tyrants-put down by 
Constantius, one by persuasion, the other by 
forceb-he bestowed upon Greece the gentle Stra
tegius, for he considered his uprightness in office to 
be one of the glories of his government. 82. Stra
tegius was not unacquainted with me, and he went 
to acquaint himself with affairs at Athens. By his 
complaints and his account of the situation there he 
reproached the Athenians for expecting everyone to 
sail there for excellence in oratory while yet refus

a Strategius, called Musonianus (TWII MOVC1WII t1TWIlV/LOIl 
Himer. Or. 62.6),PLRE611. 

b For the revolts ofVetranio (1'011 /L(II) and Magnentius, 
cf. Julian Or. 1 and 2, Zos. 2.44 if, and Eutrop. 10.12 if. 
Libanius adapts diredly Julian Or. 1.1 (as doee Greg, 
Naz., Migne PO 35.5Cl). This appointment to Achaea is in 
353. 
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I " ~ I ,~, l' r I ,...

va.tovS a.KTJKOa. opa.aa.VTa.s oVO a.v fTfp'fJ TOLa.VTa. 

, ~ Ie. '''' T I (I I ,flS OOba.V 1Ta.pa. TTJS VXTJS E:VPTJf.LE:Va.. Ka.tTot Ka.t 
I I \1 \1 r,... ,.. ,

1TpOTfpOV 1TOTE: l\oYOt I\oywv TJTTWVTO TWV 1Ta.p 
(I ( ",.., \ \' (I , J. I 
fTfpOtS Ot 1Tap a.VTots, 0.1\1\ Of.LWS ov 'f'a.lVOVTa.t 

\ I r I ..ll r I 84 "~ ,
KfKI\TJKOT€S E:TfpWUfV PTJTOpa.. • TOVTL f.LfV 0"1 

KE:~ciAa.toV TWV 1Ta.pa. T~S oa.lf.Lovos dya.8wv VOf.LL

I " l' , , r I \' 'A8 I
i1T~Ol!' {l, ;'ap av Kat 1Tap E:TEpWV KI\"lTOV 7]

a Cf. Or. 62.61, where his ex-pupil Celsus takes the ini
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ing to import anything better than they already 
had. 'You live on imported corn,' said he, 'and set 
yourselves up as expert advisers on corn with no 
compunction at all. But if you do the same with 
education, will not your pride be humbled? Even if I 
gilded all your temples, I would be no more of a 
benefactor than I am by my present suggestion.'a 
83. They said that they too had long entertained 
this idea, but, as people often do, they had been 
misled by a sense of shame; after this admonition, 
however, they would mend their ways. They drafted 
their decree without more ado. The professors were 
reconciled to one another by their fear, and there 
was much deep cogitation, much coming and going, 
as they considered how to put up with what was to 
come. Never before have I heard of such an action 
on the part of the Athenians, or of such a device of 
Fortune to increase any man's repute. At other 
times before this their speakers have been worsted 
by outsiders, but for all that they have never been 
known to invite an orator from abroad. 84. This, 
then, I must consider the chief of the favours of For
tune. It is thought a matter of congratulation for a 

tiative with this recommendation and Strategius gives it 
official backing. Libanius imputes to Strategius an imita
tion of Dem. de Cor. 87, Lept. 31. The unusual feature of 
this suggested appointment is that the holder of an estab
lished chair elsewhere is to be translated to a chair in 
Athens. Or. 2.14 must refer to this prestigious invitation, 
not §25 above. 
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' \8 ' , , \ '8vTJ8fV fl\ OVTa VfWV apXTJv KTTJaaa at /LaKapL
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\ K"" '),... ., \ \ "ITOV pTJTa fKfLVOV f'T1'L TTJV KaT£xovaav TO. 'T1'pay
'" \ , , \ , ," tl

/LaTa TWV I\oywv voaov KaI\OV/LfVOS, OV /LTJV OVTW 
, \, 't t/ , , , \ , .1..'
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" t " '!' , , \fTVYXavov fwpaKWS, fV OtS TpaV/LaTa 'T1'OVOV 'T1'01\
\ "', '" , 'aI\OLS taTpOts 'T1'apaaXOVTa aVVf,.,TJ. 

85. "Hv o~v 8fLV~S ~At8t6TTJTOS TOOS t'T1" 
, \ \ '\ tl \ t , '!', \ \
al\l\TJl\ovS O'T1'l\a atpov/LfVOVS, OtS taXVS 'T1'apa'T1'I\TJ

'8'" '" \1 ""ata t taOV 'T1'aat 'T1'apaYfVO/LfVTJ TOV xpOVOV, TOV 
,'tl \.1.. '" , \, t:. ' " 8apTt TJKOVTa TO. a.,..wv fl\fYfi,oVTa TOVTOVS Otfa at 

\ 8 '" \ ,,'" \ "', ,/LfTa vaLWV Tf Kat aVl\wv Kat XopWV f'T1'taTTJafLV 
'" "\ '" r "'" 8' \ '!'TatS ayfl\aLS TatS aVTWV. TJKOVOV f yf 'T1'POS OtS 

, 8' '" \ 'Ap \ \ \1fT£ fa/LTJv TCf;' /LfV a,.,LCf!a' I\£I\0V/LfVCf;' Tf Kat 
, ", , , 8 ' \ 8 \ a a' ,f'T1' aptaTOV £OVTt VO TtVf /Lta WTW ,.,op,.,opCf;' KPV-

t/Jat TO 'T1'poaw'T1'OV, I1a~Aay6vas 8f Tp{iS li'T1'aVTa 
'8 \.1..' \.1..' " 8' \ ,\a fl\.,..OVS, TTJV .,..vaLV, TTJV a/La tav, TTJV TOI\/Lav, 

"" " \ A' , \ ,..1TOV aW/LaTOS TO 'T1'axos, TOV tyV'T1'TtOV a'T1'O TTJS 
,,.. r, '\ '.1..' ,

fVVTJS ap'T1'aaaVTas f'T1't TO 'f'pfap KO/LtaaVTas 

1 •. a~},7.. ~""""~~1f1Y n' ll'AAEV fl un 3"liTatt:;P',.,u.I\'C~V ..,." ...."'/v_L K ... ! r €···· .t" j I I t" 

I 1TTJAlxoll ACP, Martin: 1TTJAIxTJs VL, F. 
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man to be invited from Athens by other people to 
assume the guidance of students; how deep is the 
happiness, then, when it is the Athenians them
selves who extend such an invitation! I rejoiced like 
Epimenides of old,a since I was summoned to deal 
with the malady that afflicted the world of letters, 
but I was not so absent-minded as to expect peace 
and quiet, after all those battles I had seen and the 
resulting wounds which provided many a doctor 
with employment. 

85. It was sheer stupidity to expect that those 
people who took up the cudgels against each other, 
and who had all enjoyed pretty well the same 
influence for an equal length of time, should wel
come to the head of their own classes with offerings 
or music or dancing the newcomer who was to reveal 
their ability for what it was. Besides what I had 
seen, I heard how two hired roughs had set upon the 
Arabian professor!> as he was on his way to dine 
after his bath, and had rubbed his face in the dirt; 
and how three Paphlagonians, brothers in every
thing, character, ignorance, insolence, and physique, 
had dragged the EgyptianC from his bed, carried 
him to the well and threatened to throw him in-

a Epimenides the Cretan (Plato Laws 1.642d) was 
called by the Athenians in obedience to the Delphic oracle 
to purge the city of the curse that followed the murder of 
the supporters of Cylon (Herod. 5.71, Thuc. 1t126)~ 

b Probably Diophantus. 
c Cf. §25. 
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,f ',I.. , \,.. \', ( " ~\ 
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VOV C1Vp,'f0LTTJTWV T€ €UVTJ, TOVS P,€V €V apxaLS 
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,1..1\ 1 ~ \ , " 
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a The teachers in Constantinople, have failed to get rid 
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and would have done so too-if he did not swear to 
leave town: and leave it he did. He retired to 
Macedonia, took up another occupation, and died 
there. 

86. These were the calculations with which I re
strained myself. The teachers, though making no 
opposition,a began to allege that I would not have 
the same influence in my home town, for 'a prophet 
is without honour in his own country,'b where, even 
if a man of high renown comes among them, they try 
to take him down a peg and use every device to 
deflate him. Fortune, therefore, in her desire to 
prove that they were talking nonsense in this, 
spurred me on to ask for four months leave, to which 
the emperor consented, though stipulating that I 
must return before winter.C So I saw the streets and 
gates that I loved, the temples, the colonnades, the 
old walls of my home, my grey-haired mother, her 
brother who had not yet lost the name offather,d my 
elder brother already a grandfather, all my school
friends, some of them as governors, some as advo
cates, my father's friends, the few that were left, 
and my city strong in the number of its learned 

of him by foisting him on Athens, now egg him on to try his 
luck in Antioch, a challenge which he cannot resist. Sum
mer 353. 

b Cf. Aristotle Rhet. l388a8: 70 O'vyyt'VE-S yap !Cal ~eoJl(rv 
t1Tl0'7a7flL. 

C His leave ofabsence was for the long vacation only. 
d Phasganius' daughter died in winter 353/4, §95 

below. 
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a Compare the air of confidence of Polemo (Philostr. 
V.s. 537), Libanius' model here. 
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sons. I was glad, and yet fearful, glad that I was 
a citizen of so great and noble a city, and fearful, 
since it is most difficult to win over one so great. 
87. Here too ·Fortune aided me, both when I was 
the target for questioning from every side, which 
happened in the workshops, and when in a decla
mation I finally had to prove my mettle to them, 
for, first of all, they did not require anyone to 
call them together with words of flattery for each of 
them, but it was enough for them to have the news 
that I was going to speak. Then, without waiting for 
daylight, they packed the city hall, and for the first 
time it proved too small, and the result was that, 
when I inquired if my audience had turned up, my 
slave told me that some had even slept the night 
there. 88. My uncle introduced me with trepi
dation, but I followed him smiling, for Fortune had 
instilled confidence into me.a I gazed upon the 
throng and rejoiced, as Achilles rejoiced at the 
sight of his armour, and in this way I made an 
impression upon them before ever I began my speech. 
How could I describe adequately the tears that 
followed my introductory address, which many had 
learnt by heart before they left, or the excitement 
which greeted my subsequent oration, for no one
not even the elderly, the slow or the sick-but 
jumped up and applauded enthusiastically? Even the 
0'f\11hr urhn haJ TVI""h arll\ f.1\ of.", .... A.,p ,.."'..'" n~ ~l.",~_z:,--""J' 1" ...... ..., ...... II.A.'-'L ""...... "'"...... ,",v \.IV ~\JUJ..1.U U , y,,~~ 'C;; V~.1 \11.,,1':;1..1 

feet, and when I tried to get them seated again, 
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they declared that my speech would not let them be, 
and they kept interrupting it with clamorous de
mands that the emperora should restore me to my 
own folk. 89. This they did, until they stopped 
from sheer exhaustion. Then they passed on to my 
speech, and congratulated both themselves and 
me-me, for my skill in oratory, themselves, for 
their pleasure in the excellence of their citizens. 
Thus they fully disproved the idle tale that fellow 
citizens inevitably envy each other's success.b The 
sun did not shine more brightly for Agamemnon the 
day he captured Troy than it did for me on the day 
when I had the reception I have described. Why, 
they even escorted me as I went to bathe, every one 
desiring to touch me. 

90. There was here a Phoenician,c much admired 
for his ability in this profession. He was the son and 
the grandson of teachers, and was respected no less 
on this account than because of his oratory. He had 
gone home, as was usual, for the summer vacation, 
but after I had delivered my declamations and all 
were deserting him, a letter reached him, telling 
him to come and take charge of his pupils as so~m as 
he could, for they had been filched from him. 'If you 

a Gallus Caesar. 

b Herod. 7.237. 

C Acacius (PLRE 6 (6)), as shown by P. Wolf, Yom 


Scltulwesen, pp. 93 ff~ Cf. Lette; 90, Petit note ad loc~ 
(Autobiographie, pp. 228 D. 

155 



R 65 

R 66 


F 129 


LIBANIUS 

, , 8\ \ \ 1 , \.L " \ " \
ft f Pfl\l\"lCfftS, Ta ypu.pp,aTa fl\fyfV, f7Tt 

, tl t \ 8 8 \ ,.. tl tl
KfVOV "lc:;ftS TO t aCfKal\fLOV. OVTWS a7TaVTas 

, 	 \ ('0,/.\" '91 \r\a7Tayaywv ° p.,.,fVS OtX"lCffTat. . Kat OS 

aOT{Ka 7Tap~v yvvatKa KatoiKov 8'povs a~ftS Ka{ 
( ~ 	 , \ \' 1 tl r 1 ,

pf WS ftofV wxpOV Kat tCfXVOV, a pf "l VOCfOS ftp-

I 1 \ 8' \ I,/. < \>1 \yaCfaTo--vOCfOS "lap "l KaTftl\"l.,.,ft f.LfTa T"lV 

, ~ t ' \" \ "'/' \ 1 8\"f7TWftc:;W--al\yfW pfV f.,.,"l, 7TOl\fPOV f "lPXfTO 

\ t 8' " 1 \1 ( IKat WS 	 "l OVK fyVWCfpfVOS I\fyft Tf WS 7TfptfCfo
, , \ ,,.., .1. 1 

PfVOS Kat ft7TWV T/TtaTO TOVS pfTa7Tfp.,.,apfVovs. 

,.. '8 1 r I 8" fa r\, [TotavTa 	"l eptt:,f, KftPfVCP f f7TfVf,.,aWfV, OS af 

\ t \ " r \' \ a I f'\
7TOTf 7TPOS aVTOV "lPLt:,f, Kat f7TLl\a,.,0pfVoS ftl\Kf 

\ \ a \ , t '" " 8' ~ 11\ I7TPOS TO 	 ,.,aCftl\fLOV 7Tal\atfW ac:;tWv. fyW f WWV 
\ a \ I 	 I \ '1\\\1 	 \ 

Tf TOV ,.,aCftl\fVoVTa Kat 1\0yCP TtP"lCfas pfV av Kat 
, ,,, \ \ I ,,~\, I "'/'

P"l atTOVVTa TOV 1\0yOV, VVV Of T/T"lKOTOS f.,.,fPOV 
~6 (I \ t I \ 1\ f' " 

av LS fTfPOtS TtCfW fCfTtaCfaS T"lV 7TOI\W, WV VVV 

\ I , \ tl 92 \ 8' \ I \ /
KI\EOS ovpavov tKEt. . Kat "l Kl\awv Kl\aov

, \1 t8" "\ ta '\Tas a7TEl\tp7Tavov, ot E OVK EKl\aov Ot ,.,EI\TtCfTOt 

I '\\\ \ 1\ ( "8' ,
pOVOV, al\l\a Kat pfyal\a V7TtCfXVOVVTO WCffW ft 

8 t I \ \,/.' r"" , \ ~~ 'l'
ta7Tpac:;atp"lv TO 1Tapa u.,.,tCft t:,"lV' £POt Ot. WV 

{l7TtCfXVOVVTO TWV pfyo.AWV PftCOV ~V TO 01KOt 

C~v. 
1 <fLE'Td> T~JI conj. F., Martin. 
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dally,' so ran the letter, 'you will return to an empty 
classroom. This Pied Piper will be gone, and all of 
them with him.' 91. He returned promptly, leav
ing wife and home in summertime. He found me 
pale and emaciated as a result of an illness which 
had affected me after my declamation, expressed his 
regrets and began hostilities, and, just as though he 
was not well known already, he gave a speech, sure 
of success, and after it reproved those who had sent 
for him. Such were the slights he began to heap 
upon me, and he tried to trample on me when I was 
down-he who was always at loggerheads with 
himself-and he took hold of me and dragged me to 
the palace, thinking fit to compete against me. I 
saw our ruler and would have honoured him with an 
oration, even without his asking. As it was, he did 
ask for one and I produced it, delighting the city 
with another discourse, the fame of which has now 
reached up to heaven.a 92. And so I began to take 
my leave, all of us in tears, but they, fine people that 
they were, were not just tearful: they promised a 
big salary if I could manage to come and live among 
them.h But for me, to live at home was a more 
important factor than all their great promises. 

a For this panegyric on Gallus, cr. Foerster Vol. xi, 
p. 617. The triumph is Homeric, Od. 9.20. 

b His objective was thus attained. Negotiations were in 
train for his translation to ...AJltioch, '''lhich he ftL..-+vhers by 
correspondence (cr. Letters 1 and 2). 
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'A Q I 8 " " ,.. ,..93 . 	 vafJatVWV 1] 1'0 IUTa TOV 7TPWTOV TWV 

8 ,.." '" \6 8""aTa JLWV aVaVT€S, ov " yos KaTaKav 1]vat TOVS 

rtyavTas p.axop.£VOVS TOtS 8€OtS, P.tKpOfJ Tfl 
r I Q8 ,..', ,.. , \ I ",1.8 \ ,pafJ 'fJ TOV 1'0 €vyos €"aVVOVTOS TOV 0'1" a"p.ov 
'l I fl ,,.. Q\,I. I " 
€r:, €K07T1]V, wan Kat TOtV fJ"€'t'apotV 1'0 KaTW €V 
r,.. ",1.8 \ , 8' " r T' 8 Ipay1]vat, TOV 0'1" a"p.ov E' aVTOV 1] VX1] t€aw

' , , , \ \ , f8' ,.. \a€v. 94. avvaas TOtVVV T1]V 7TO""1]V 0 ov p.a,,

\ " "8 I 'I' , 8 ' "ov 1] 7TptV € vax€patVov 1'0 XwpWV. €L7TWV 1] 
, ", tI,I.,.., Q 8'" ,

7TPOS 	 TOV apXOVTa a 't'POVW Kat 1'101] €tV 7TaVTL 
,.. 88' \ , , 6 \',8vp.'fJ €1] €tS Kat 7T€taas aVT v T€ Kat. taTpovs, 

, \ \' f ... ,I. \"",1.' ,
TOVS P.€V I\€y€tv WS TV K€'t'a,,'O P.Ot 't'app.aKov P.€V 
r , f "" 1 " , 8' 8' r ", \o 7Tap vp.tv a1]p, €X pOS £ 0 7Tap €K€tvotS, TOV 

8' r \ ... rl , 8 f \f(j ...£ a7T"WS OVTW 7TpOat€a aL, 7T£LUW 1Ta"LV TWV 

TLva 	 tv {3aaLAE'lOtS 8vvaTwv Tfl TWV laTpwv 

yvwp.'O avvayop€VOVTa 7T€taat {3aaLMa p.~ ¢80v~-
"" ,1.-- \-- r 8' '·Q'8 ' '·Q'8 8' ,R 67 	 aaL TV K€'t'CJ.I\V· 0. € £1'101] €t P.€V, €fJ01] €t € OV 

,1.\'" 8 2' ,.. , '8I't'LI\WV, L£U1T1]K€tP.£V yap TOtS TP07TOLS, €V €L
, 8' r '8' " ", ,KVVP.€VOS € WS OV €V av aVTOV €YX£Lp1]uaVTa 

8ta~6yoL. 95. 8l8wat p.tv 8~ {3auLA£vs t7TaV€A

1 bp.1v Mss. exc. Vat. 939, Marlin: ~p.'Z1I Vat. 939, edd. 
2 o~ ~'AWII, 8'~L(11'~K£LP.£1I Mss., Martin: o~ ~'}..{;JII P.tll, 

8'£t(11'~K~L yap edd. 
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93. As I went inland, up the slope past the first 
station at Phlegrae where, so the story goes, the 
Giants were burned to death as they fought against 
the gods,a I'nearly lost my eye when the driver's 
whip struck me. The lower lid was gashed, but For
tune saved the eye itself. 94. After completing my 
long journey, I disliked Constantinople more than 
ever. I told the governorb of my feelings, and asked 
for his wholehearted assistance, and I won over 
both him and my doctors. I got them to report that 
the climate here was beneficial for my migraine 
while that in the capital was not, and from him I got 

! full support for this. I also induced a man with 
influence at courtC to back the doctors' opinion and 
to persuade the emperor not to grudge me the treat
ment my migraine .needed. Assist me he did, but 
through no feeling of affection, for we were very dif
ferent in outlook, but merely to show that he would 
succeed in everything he undertook. 95. Even

f 
then the emperor did not allow me to return home 

a Cf. Malal. 202. The mansio is named Pagrae (Letter 
173, Malal. 202) or Phlegrae (Or. 5.41). 

b Anatolius (PLRE 59 (3)), proconsul of Constantinople, 
353. 

C Datianus (PLRE 243 ff), thanked for these services in 
Letter 7. 
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Ll '" '~1' , r, t. \ Q" 8" , , ,U€LV OVO{ TOT€ €LS a1Ta~, I\a,.,wv € €yw Ta ypa/L
, r1 8' , ,p.aTa KaL erVerK€Vaf:,0/L€VOS €xo/Lat 1TLKpav ayy€

\ , 0 1 " .1.' '" 0 ' ,F 130 I\tav T€ vavat /LOt T"IV aV€'ftav, K€ter at T€ TOV 

O€LOV tv Te~PCf T~S TvX"lS T~V abT~S 8La~0€LPOV-
81 , \ ",,. Q \' \

(J"IS oerLV' ov yap €T "Iv /LOt ,.,OVI\O/L€VCP T"IV 
'\', 1\ \ 1 "... " 1TOI\LV €X€LV /L€I\I\OVTL y€ aVTL T"IS yvvatKOS TOV 

" ".1. 0 ',J. , Ll 1 8' ",J. ,..€K€LV"IS 0'f€er aL Ta'f0V' aLerUO/L€VOV € a/L'fw TOV 
Ll 1 ,r" , , \0 ... ,
U€LOV Kat WS €L"IV KVpLOS €1TaV€1\ €LV KaL

,t
WS OVK 

'0' \ " 8 1 '8 11€ €I\OL/LL, KaL TptTOV y€, LOTL, Kat aKpveraVTos 
, 8' n 1 ,... '0 \ Iy€ €L /L"I ° /LOVOV aVTcp 1Tapa/LV LOV l\€t1TOLTO, 

T~S t/L~S d.KOVOt ~WV~S, Kat KaT"IYOPOVVTOS tv 
1 " I " 1,'ypa/Lp.aerLV €t /L"I KLVOL/L"IV, €Pxo/LaL /L{V, OVX 

t , 8' \, '" .1. ... , \ \ " ,0/LOLCf € Kat 1Tponpov Tr; 'fVXr;, al\l\a TOT€ /L€V 
( \ '" \'0 1 fl 8' " R 68 Ll\apCf T€ Kat €V V/LOVP.€Vr;, vernpov € axovs T€ 

\ I \ 8 0 '1 96 ., \ 'J'1T1\€Cf KaL LaT€ pV/L/L€Vr;. . Kat yap av 
\ '" '8' r ' \ \I,J.' I1TpOS TOtS t LOLS f:,al\"I TLS KaT€tl\"I..,.,€tTO KOLVOV, 

, \ Q \1 ',J.I \0'" ,t 1opy"l ,.,aertl\€WS €LS ..,.,OVOV 1TPO€1\ overa· KaL OL /L~V 

1 8w.Tf8pVfLfL fVll conj. Asmus 8wr€8vfLfLtvll conj. Cobet, F.: 
o,ar'TvfLfL~vlJ Mss., Martin. 

a The exeat was only temporary, obtained on medical 
grounds. He maintains this excuse throughout 355 (Epp. 
438-441) and 356 (Ep. 473). Final official release came 
only in 357 (Ep. 572). Cf. Petit, Vie Municipale, p. 409. 

160 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


for good,a and I had just got the letter of authoriza
tion and was making my preparations when I 
received the grievous news that my cousin was dead 
and my uncle in mourning-and so Fortune ruined 
her own gift. Despite my wishes, I could no longer 
bear to live in the city, for I would see, instead of a 
wife, only her tomb. My uncle realized both that I 
had it in my power to return and that I was reluc
tant to do so, and he also realized why. He lamented 
that he did not hear my voice, the one consolation 
left to him, and in his letters he reproached me for 
not stirring-and so I came, but not in the same 
frame of mind as before. Then I had been cheerful 
and in good heart, but now I was full of sadness and 
dejection. 96. For, besides my own troubles, the 
whole community was tempest-tossed by the mur
derous anger of the emperor Gallus. b Some were 

b The chronological sequence in §§ 96-106 is delib
erately distorted to combine the effect of Eubulus' 
discomfiture with that of the eclipse of Zen obi us. Libanius 
returned in March 354, with the decurions still under 
arrest. The lynching of Theophilus and the attack on 
Eubulus follow shortly, before midsummer (Amm. Marc. 
14.7.2 m. Here Libanius. postpones this flight of Eubulus 
to use it as introduction to the account of relations with 
Zenobius. But, according to Letters 4.1 0 and 6.3 ff, these 
come to a head almost simultaneously with the opening of 
his school in autumn 354. Zenobius died in the winter fol
lo\\ring, leaving the '.vay clear for LibarJus' appointment as 
official sophist in spring 355. 

161 



LIBANIUS 


" \ ~~ r , ,,~ r,
fKfLV'TO, 'TOVS 0", WS K'TftVftfV fOr;(JfV, a11'aV'Tas 
, IJ. I , l' \ \, "'~~I \ rl 
ayauOVS' fV OtS Kat 'TOV fp.aV'TOV OLOa(JKaI\OV fW

'!'\IJ. \~, l' ,~,~ , \ ,~, 

pWV' r;1\uOV yap or; OV11'fP fOfOfV'TO, Kat 'TOV OVOOV 

( a' " \,1.. I , '" ,~ ,
V11'fpfJas 11'f(JWV WI\0'fvpop.r;v fV 11'a(JLV OOVPOP.f

, '" r I '\1\ \ , I 
votS. Kat 'Tr;S v(Jupatas fMI\VV'TO Kat fyfVf'TO 

8o~a (JVVft(JfA8«v 'Ttva J.tOt 'TWV fifA'Ttovwv 8atp.6

r ,I.. '1' IJ.'" " 97 '" VWv, v'f ov (J'T0pf(JUr;Vat 'Ta Kvp.a'Ta. • 'Tr;S 

~'" ,\ a \ , ~ I
Of f11'LOV(Jr;S 11'PO(JfL11'WV 'TOV .fJa(JtMa OfV'TfPOV 

, IJ.' \ I " 1,1.. 'a ~ \ , ,r 
at'Tr;uftS l\oyOV, aKWV P.fV, 'f0fJlI! Of fYKwp.ta!:;,w 

1 \ 1 ''''' (~~IF 131 KVKl\lI! 11'fptfPX0P.fVOS· Kat 11'apr;V P.fV °OLOa(JKa

\ " IJ. "', I' I ~,
I\OS OV11'W Kauapws aVa11'f11'VfVKWS, ft(Jayw Of 

, \ , \ \1 (~\, , I 

av'TOV ftS 'TOV I\oyov WS or; f11'lJVfKO'Ta 11'pOS P.f 
\ \ 1 '" a \ 1 \ \ ,., ( ~\ 

11'Ol\I\aKtS 'TOV fJa(JtM.WS 'Tr;V YI\W'T'Tav, 0 Of 

~(J8f~S 6pfyft 'T~V 8f~t(j,V 'TO 8tr;AAax6at 8r;AwV, 
'( \ ,I.. 1\ ,I.. 1 ('" ~,

Kat 0 P.fV Ka'Tf'ftl\ft 11'PO(JKfKV'fWS, r;p.ftS Of 

'.a '" (" I '\' a \ , ffJOWP.fV o11'o(Ja fV 'TOtOV'TOts ftKOS ftS fJa(Jtl\fa 

8EOVS ~AfV8fpWK6'Ta 8t8a(JKaAov yEpOV'Ta. 

T '" , , I "98. WV 'TOLVVV fV P.f(JlI! P.Ot ytYVOP.fVWV f11'L
~ 't. '" , '" \ rl , ,I.. 1\ IJ.
Oft£fWV (Jvxvwv 7f OV(JWV Kat OtWV f'ffI\Kf(JUat 

1 1 \\'~'" ~~ \',R 69 VfOVS VfaVt(JKOS 11'Ol\I\a oft11'Va OfOft11'Vr;KWS f11'L 

'T~ (Jwp.a'Tt p.t(J6~ p.fyaAlI! 11'apa. 'TOV'TOV 'TOV fia(Jt
.. , C\ ,{\.... '''..L J.)"
/\fa opap.wv OVOLV ywatow €'fTJ P€ Kf'flll\as 0.11'0

I ",... 11 ,.... \ ., ,'),... I 

'Tf/LoV'Ta KfK'Tr;(Juat 'TlJ P.fV f11' fKfLVOV XPWP.fVOV, 
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dead already, others he had arrested for execution, 
and all were men of parts. Among them I saw even 
myoid teacher Zenobius, for I went to their prison 
and, crossing the threshold, I fell on my knees and 
wept among them as they all lamented. Next day 
they were released, and the rumour spread that 
some kindly spirit had entered with me, and by its 
agency the storm had been stilled. 97. On the day 
following, I made an address to the emperor, and 
being asked to deliver another oration, unwillingly 
and fearfully I gave a panegyric, trying to get round 
him. Myoid teacher was there, scarce breathing 
freely after his ordeal, and I introduced him into my 
oration, saying that he had often spoken to me in 
praise of the emperor's eloquence. At this the 
emperor was delighted and stretched out his hand 
in token of reconciliation, and he did obeisance and 
kissed it, while we applauded, as you would expect 
in such a case when the emperor had freed an old 
teacher from fear. 

98. In the meantime my declamations were 
numerous and of the kind to attract students. Then 
a lad, who had earned many a dinner by the favours 
of his person, was influenced by a large bribe to 
scurry off to this emperor with allegations that I had 
cut off the heads of a couple of girls and kept them 
for use in magic, one against him, the other against 
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LIBANIUS 

I 8"" Q I '!' 8' "" I I8aT€P't € €1TL TOV 1Tp€afJvnpov. "lV € TOV t;Jw
r 8' , "" II8OVS 0 pta os aVYKOtp"laLS opX"laTOV TLVOS 1TaVTa 

I "", '/" , '" , ,/. I ,
1T€t8OP€VOV TOtS ap.,., €K€LVOV TOV aO.,.,LaT"lV. €L 

, 8' " I , 8' \ Q' rfP€V "l Kat €KoptaaTO TOV pLa OV 0ff T€ l\afJwv 0 T€ 

8 ' 't\:- ''/' , l' 8' '!' , 1\ r, , 1\OVS OLO€V, €.,., 't> ow €TOl\pa a1T€p €TOl\pa, 

"" '!' 99 r 8' "" " TOVTO "lv. • 0 € aVTOV €1T€P1T€V €LS TO 

I , "'" '\\', I8LKaaT"lpLOV OV TOVTO OLOP€VOV, al\/\ aVTOS n 
,,, r/,/.' l' , , 8 "', I "\ 
€K€LVOS V.,., WV T€ €p€pta WTO TatS aLTLaLS "l1\1Tt

COV doKoAOv8~a€LV 1'6 g{~OS. o~.I(OW e8lwg€v, doAA' 
, "', I '" 1\ "( 1 
€V TOLS €aXaTotS T"lS 1TOMWS 1T€PL Tas V1TWp€tas 

" \ I '8 I 8' t/ r Q€K€LTO aVYK€KaI\Vpp€vos. € OK€L € opWS 0 fJaat-

A€VS £17'6 ~LA~S T~S alTlas ~avA6T€p6v P€ ~Y€L-
'''' I , 8 II:. ' a8at Kat TOVTO 1TaVTWS €1TL €L!:.€LV 1TP01T€P1T0P€

'8' , Q\ , , , I:. ' 100 rVOS, OV € yap fJl\€ppaTOS P€ a!:. LWa€LV. . 0 

" , "" r , " '" , ,/.8€ €K p€aWV TWV L1T1T€WV €1TL T"lS Ta.,.,pov 

1'6 xdAOS o'fJ1T€P €raT~K€LV T6V Z1T1T0V eg€Aaaas 
~, 'f , , ,\ I "\\ 

€LO€ T€ OLaV 1TPOT€POV €K€MV€ T€ P"l P€I\I\€tV 

, \ \ , "" 8 '" I " 8' r, ,CI.
al\l\a p€pv"la at T"lS (:JP'tK"lS' €yw € OVTW P€V 

"~TlV 7iOt"la€LV,I " 8'€ Ta 1Tal\flt1\ 8 8 ' € <:1TotOVV , € o'IJtl€va 

p~~wv T€ Kat r~s 1TaTp18os E-XOP€VOS. Ka{T:/-TWV 1,·.:••... 
r I " ,.~, rl I " 8 8 ' n V1TOax€a€wv €pyov OVO€V os n P€ €1Tt La 0X"lV 

a Cf. Letter 4.10. Sophistic success results in the usual 
charge brought by the loser of treason by magic, allegedly 
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his senior colleague:a The reward for this lie was to 
bed with a dancer who obeyed my rival the sophist's 
clique in everything.b Whether he actually got his 
reward, only he and the dancer can tell, but that 
was the object of this misdeed. 99. Gallus directed 
him to the courts, which was the l~st thing he 
expected, for both he and those who had hired him 
anticipated that my execution would follow straight 
upon the charge. So he did not prosecute me, but 
lay in hiding in the outskirts of the city near the 
mountain foot.C Still, it was believed that the 
emperor, as a result of this baseless charge, thought 
me disloyal and would certainly show it when he 
appeared in public, for he would not spare me so 
much as a single glance. 100. But he rode out 
from the middle of his escort, cantered up to the 
edge of the ditch where I was standing, looked upon 
me just as he had done before, and bade me not to 
linger but to bethink me of my duties in Thrace. 
Though I agreed to do so, I acted upon my earlier 
resolve and stayed clinging to my native city. How
ever, the promises I had received were not put into 

directed against the Caesar Gallus and Constantius 
Augustus. 

I 
b This clique had, as its political leader, the principalis 

Eubulus, opponent of Phasganius. Hence the charge 
against Libanius, mouthpiece of the opposing faction. 

C Mt. Silpius, traditional refuge of citizens in trouble 
1 and of ascetics; cf. §227 below, Theodoret, HR 12, Migne 

PG82.1397. 
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,!\ '" "! ! r Z !a€Kal\€t TWV 1T€pt TOVS V€OVS 1T0VWV 0 7JVOfJLOS 
~I ,!! " , '" \! ,
€T€pOS €Y€YOV€t 1T0VWV T€ aVTOS €pav MyWV Kat 

l/L£ /L~ 8Eiv l1T€[Y€G6at. 101. a 8~ /LOt Kat 
,! , r, "a\ ,I. ' , '6 ' Ta 1TpaY/LaTa ovX 7JKtGTa €fJl\a'f€, TO /L7J €V VS 

1TpOG1T€G6vTa Tp€~aG6at TOVS T€Tapayp'€vovs· 

6' r t ' , r '" '.aa '" " 8'Ka 7JGVX av yap Ta aVTWV €fJ€fJatoVVTO, €yw € 

" \ ~! '" '!''!' \OtKOt /L€V 1T€VT€Kato€Ka V€OtS GVV7JV, wv 7JKOV TO 

\", " 8' 't , ,.. ,.. 8 ' 1T1\€OV aywv, OV1TW € TJV €V TCf TOV 7J/LOGt€VOV

, \""'6""TOS GX7J/LaTt, Kat KaT€tX€ /L€V a v/Lta TOVS €/LOVS, 
.... 8~ " " ,,.., .... trl '" KaT€tX€ t" aVTOV €/L€, Kat TCf apy€tv WG1T€P 0 TOV 

\1 , 6' 6 ""'IIII7J1\€WS ax 0p.€VOS ax os T€ apovp7JS €/LaVTov 
, I r , '" , J..' rl J.. ' 
ovo/La':lwv €tS TOVTO a1T€'f€pOp,7JV, WGT€ 'fap/La

'8 ' '.J,! ,.., ,KWV 1T0G€t t€GWGa/L7Jv Tas -rp€vaS TOtS f.L€V X€t
,.. , \ ~ I , '8' , ,

pOGt TWV €1\1TtoWV xpwf.L€VOS, €1Tt € TOVS OVK 
" " 1\ , \6 ,..€XWV av€v Y€I\WTOS €1TaV€I\ €tv. 

102. 'EvTav6&. /LOt Y€PWV TtS 1TpoG€A6c1v 0~8£v 
".J, 8 \ 't ,'t I , '" \!
€'f7J aV/LaGTOV €tvat f.L7J €V 1TpaTT€tv €V TTl Kl\tVTI 

Kd/L€vov' 1TA€oV€KT€LV yap 8~ TOVS lv /L€GCf 

' "\\' 'a '\ ''II.J, , 6'" '" Ka67J/L€VOVS' al\l\ €l fJOVMt, €-r7J, f.La €tV TWV 

8 ,I. / '\"'6 y , / '" r '" ,t'fWVTWV TO 1T1\7J os, opf.L7JGOV €1TL Tt TWV t€PWV. 
, '8' ,.. \ 'f ! '" I '" €yw € TOVTO /L€V OVX V1TaKOVW TCf Y€POVTt, TWV 

a Letters of 355 make no mention of double-dealing by 
Zenobius (for example Letter 6.4). He seems'to have made I
a half-promise to retire after the wire-pulling of Letters 1 
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effect;a Zenobius, who invited me to succeed him, 
changed his mind and said that he was devoted 
to his work and that there was no need for me to 
bother. 101. What affected my position most 
adversely was the fact that I did not attack at once 
and put them to rout while they were in disorder. 
Thus they quietly strengthened their position, while 
I stayed at home attending to my class of fifteen, 
most of whom I had brought with me.b I did not as 
yet hold the post of publicly appointed professor, 
and both my friends and I were full of despondency. 
Like Achilles, I found idleness burdensome and 
called myself a burden to the earth, and I reached 
such a pass that I kept my wits only by taking 
draughts of medicine, since here I was disappointed 
in my hopes and I could not return to Constanti
nople without becoming a laughing-stock. 

102. At this point an old gentleman came to me 
and said that it was no wonder I had no success 
if I lay abed, for those who were in the public eye 
always got the best of it. 'If you really want to 
know how many they are who are thirsting for 
knowledge,' said he, 'just go to any of the temples.' 
Though I did not take the old fellow's advice in this, 

and 2, but changed his mind. Libanius had shown inde
cent haste, and still had no permission for permanent 
removal, as Gallus reminded him. 

b Cf. Letter 6.4. He took a nucleus of students with him 
to Antioch, as he had done from Nicomedeia to Constan
tinople, and set up as private teacher in the autumn. For 
his epic disillusion, Homer II. 18.104. 
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a For the Museum cf. Malalas 317 if, Downey, Antioch, 
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I got one of the market people to move to another 
room in the block and went down and settled myself 
there, on the fringe of the square. This move was 
quite successful, foJ;' the number mentioned above 
was increased by as many more, but my rivals had 
the great advantage of using the Museum for their 
lessons.a Then I addressed Calliope thus: 'Most 
glorious of the Muses, our city's guide, for what rea
son do you punish me so? Why do you, a goddess, 
ruin me? Why have you removed me from one posi
tion and refuse me another? While the deceiver 
flourishes, are you content to see his victim utterly 
cast away?' 103. So I addressed the temple from 
afar as I stood in the colonnade, but not many days 
thereafter, as I sat at home engaged in my craft, 
there came to my ears a shouting, as of a riotous 
mob. I stopped writing and began to wonder what 
could the matter be, and while I was still like that, 
my cousin came puffing and panting up the stairs 
and reported that the governor was murdered, his 
body was being dragged along as sport for the mur
derers, and Eubulus and his son had fled before 
their brickbats to seek refuge somewhere on the hill
tops, while the mob, cheated of their persons, vented 

I pp. 622 f. It had been commandeered, probably tem
porarily, as headquarters of the newly appointed Comes 
Orientis in 335. It is not (as Wolf, Yom Schulwesen, p. 95) 
part of the bouleuterion where the official sophist taught, 
but a temple occupied by the others, like Acacius. The cita
tion (Hes. Theog. 79) makes this distinction certain. 
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tl'l I ~ I ~6 I ,
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~ ,\" I
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a For the chronological displacement of the lynchings 
and of the arson directed at Eubulus (Amm. Marc. 14.7.6) 
see note on §96 above. 

b Cf. Homer II. 16.787 ff. Patroclus is here Acacius, 
understudy of the missing Achilles, Eubulus. Zenobius 
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its wrath against his house. a 'There is the smoke 
rising to mark the fire,' he exclaimed. 'Look, you can 
see it.' 104. So our Patroclus,b sore smitten, had 
lost his weapons, but as for Zenobius, who sum
moned me from abroad and rejected me when I came, 
nothing forced him to take to his heels. Instead, 
a prolonged illness attacked him and separated 
him from his students, and he was harried by a double 
ill-his fever and his chagrin on learning that I was 
established in the city halle and that I had such 
a large class that I could not get through them 
all before sunset. 105. I went to tend him, even 
though he was in such a frame of mind, nor could 
you name the day when I did not go to visit him. 
Though I was even turned away at times, I still 
did not give up arid, upon his death, I gave him his 
meed of tears and composed a funeral oration. d 

106. There had previously arrived, in the office of 
praetorian prefect, Strategius,e as had long been 

had nothing to do with this riot. The juxtaposition and 
insinuation ofbad faith are exaggerated and malicious. 

C Libanius had thus usurped Zenobius' schoolroom even 
before his death. For this extension of his class duties, cf. 
Letter 6.9. 

d For such punctilio in sick-visiting, cf. Or. 2.21 f, 63.4, 
and for this show of professional piety, with a monody 
immediately, followed by a full-scale epitaphios, Letter 6.9. 

e Strategius as Praetorian Prefect of the East, apx~ ~ 
rwv ll.AAwv ll.pxtt, was charged with the c-onduct of the 
enquiry into the disturbances under Gallus, with specific 
jnstructions to use clemency (Amm. Marc. 15.13.2). 
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1 8' ~ICOAciKE'vE' ICE'Anl"W Re.: 8' ~ICOAciKE'vE'v Mss., Norman 
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prophesied for him. He was the one who had recom
mended Athens to me and me to Athens, and upon 
gaining so powerful a friend, after his arrival I set 
about helping those whose help I thought I should 
need. 107. Thus oratory was no longer my only 
concern, but while my days were taken up with it, 
my nights were perforce engaged with business. 
Those people who had suffered injury at the hands 
of men of greater influence, those who, indicted in 
anger, now needed the governor for their deliver
ance, and those desirous of a speedy trial-and 
many other favours too a governor can grant 
without harm tothe law-all these, either in person 
or through their wives, begged me to approach him 
on their behalf. a 108. Until noon my activities 
were the same as those of other teachers, but then, 
when they dined, either at once or after they had 
bathed, I would remain at my previous task. When 
darkness forced me to rise, I would visit my friend, 
refreshing my memory from jottings which I took 
with me, about the people whose cause I must plead. 
He would either consent or, when he did not, would 
inform me that justice would not allow it, and so he 
would dismiss me, or rather he would flatter me by 

a He here prides himself upon acting as mediator for 
those accused of complicity in the disturbances. Contrast 
his later criticism of such ela080t by others, Or. 51 and 52. 

(1965): 8' tKtAeOOl conj. Cobet, F.: 8E KoA4ICflkc.ov tKtAev>ev 
Martin. 

2Aovop.evov ACL, Martin: Aova6p.evov V, F.: Aovp.evov 
Cobet. 
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tl\ ~ \ \ '1 ~ \ \' '" , \" 
€I\~W 01] TOll allopa 1TpOS TOVS aywlIas a1T€tl\ats 
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a Of. Letter 22.5; contrast Or. 52.7. 
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bidding me wait while he bathed, for he got more 
relaxation from his labours at the sight of me than 
from his bath.a I realized all this, and obliged him 
with my daily audiences, and whenever anything 
happened to prevent it, he would send to inquire 
what it was. 109. It irked my rival that many 
received these benefits, and without paying for 
them. In fact, the reason for the large number of 
those who sought my aid was that they need not 
make a set payment as though for meat and veget
ables. He was especially dismayed at the number of 
my declamations, and again at their different types, 
and he sat puzzling out when on earth I managed to 
compose my orations, for he had no idea what it was 
like to burn the midnight oil.b . 110. So he suffered 
in silence, and when he did not, he soon found out 
that silence is golden. Unwillingly and grudgingly, 
he stayed until midsummer, like a horse forced 
along by its team-mate, but when the season 
brought our classes to an end, he went off, saying 
that he would be back; but, once he was away, he 
stayed away, alleging that his position had been 
jeopardized by my uncle's influence. However, I 
fetched the fellow back to the contests, by means of 
threats from the governor and also to a bigger 
allowance, for he knew how to turn things to his 

b For a list of his output at this time, see Foerster Vol. 
xi, pp. 617-621. He skates rapidly over later coolness with 
Strategius (e.g. Ep. 506), and moves on to the end of his 
prefecture in 358. Acacius meanwhile had enjoyed some 
official favour, cf. Petit, Autobiographie, p. 236 note. 
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a On first arriving in Antioch Strategjus had been 
greeted by Libanius with a prosphonetikos (Letter 6.7). 
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own profit: when he did return, he was quite 
friendly because of this allowance, but his pupils 
deserted him even more readily than before, and 
then he took the allowance and fell out with me. As 
regards his oratory he had improved, for he had rid 
himself of some of his slackness, but not nearly as 
much as he should have done. 111. Finally, there 
occurred the following incident. The prefect was 
more desirous of praise than other men were of 
office, and he demanded of me a panegyric as repay
ment of the debt lowed him, since I had promised a 
speech in his honour once he had attained his 
present office. Immediately after his appointment, I 
had made a brief address to him, a and now he 
wanted the subje~t elaborated, and none of the pos
sible topics to be passed over in silence. 112. I did 
not deny that I had made this promise, but I said 
that I would settle my debt if he left his quarters 
and came to listen to my oration in the city hall, for 
this would be something without parallel for the 
prefect to do, and it would form the first part of my 
speech that he had honoured eloquence so. He 
agreed to do me this honour, though most people 
would not believe it, but attend he did; and when 
the length of the speech required a second atten
dance, he did so again, and similarly, a third time.b 

Now before leaving he demands a full-scale panegyric. 
b Ci. Philostr. V.S. 537, where Poiemo has a simiiar tri

umph with a marathon performance. For delivery of such 
orations by installments, cf. bocr. Antid. 12. 
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TptS OVOE" TOTE" a7T7]V. Kat VVV TOVTO q.0E"Tat 7TE"pt 
, J. '" I \, \ I \ "''' 1\a/L-r0tV, 'TLS Kat TLVOS Kat 'Tt Kat 7TOV T7]S 7TOI\E"WS 

aK~KOE". ll3. f3oVA7]8dS 8~ TWV 7TOAE"WV E"LS 
\ " , J. I II \ \ I rl \ '1\

Tas aptC1Tas a-rtKE"C1vat TOV I\OYOV, OVTW yap av 
\ 1 \ I 1\ll'" I \' \ '" " Kat E"7Tt 7TaC1as E"I\VE"tV, TPE"7TE"t /LE"V E"7Tt TOVTO TWV 

f3tf3AOypa.~WV 8tKa. TOOTWV 8£ tVl XPVC10V 

F 138 8dKVVC1LV b C10~tC1T~S Kat 8ta~8dpas /LE"T' lKdvov 

T~V 7TapOt/L{av KOLVd. Td. TWV tx8pwv 7TOt7]C1c1./LE"VOS 
\ (I \ \\\ \ " \ '\\ IKat p7]/LaTa Ta 7Tol\l\a /LE"V E"tS xwpav T7]V al\l\7]

\ II / \ \:'\" 1 Q \ \ \ " I\WV /LE"TaVE"tS, C1/LtKpa OE" aTTa E"/LI-'al\wv Kal\E"t 
\ , \ \ , \ I \ III ", '"' 

/LE"V E"7Tt TO aVTo XWPLOV 7TapaI\VVE"VTa T7]S apX7]S, 
( \:' \ \ 'If " 1 114 I\:'\WS 07] TO tC10V OtC10/LE"VOS. . TE"paTOS OE' 

'3' "" ~" \ , rlE"LVat TOV 7TpaY/LaTos OOKOVVTOS XE"I\WV7]S t7T7TOV 

Ta.XE"t XPW/LtV7]S /L7]VOE"t 'TtS TOU AOYOV T~V 7TPii.
\ (\ ,,/ .( '!'\:' \ 1 

C1LV, Kat ° TO XPVC1LOV E"XWV, WS E"LOE" Tas /LaC1'TL
( \ '" \(, '" yas, 0/Lol\oYE"t TE" Kat tKE"TE"VE"t C1VyyVW/L7]V E"XE"LV 

(" 1\ (lll ,,( '!' \ '\'
aVTlf /LE"yal\7]S 7]TT7]VE"V'TL 'TL/L7]S. WS OVV /L7] Ol\t-

R 79 YOt 	 TauTa E"l8E"lE"v, ctyw TOV 7TpaT~pa TOU AOYOV 
\ \ N' l' '!' (, \ 't'" \ (

7Tapa TOV tKE"VTLOiI, OV 7]v 7] apX7] LlVPW'II, Kat ° 
" II / \:" r' rlavvpW7Tos KatTOt 7TP0C100KW/LE"V7]S \!7]/LLas 0/LWS 
( \ "'" \ 111" 1 "\ll ,~\,,,
0/LOI\OYE"t 	 TaVTa Kat avwos a7T7]I\VE"V OVOE"V E"/LOV 

1 ola6fLEllos Mss., Martin: ola6fL£l!0II F. 

a An inversion of Kotila 'To. 'TWII ~{).WII, Paroem. Gr. 1.106, 
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And now it is on everyone's lips about us both, the 
speaker and the auditor, and about the speech and 
whereabouts in the city it took place. 113. He 
wanted the 'oration to reach the foremost of the 
cities, for by that means it would reach them all, 
and so he put ten copyists on the job. To one of these 
the sophist offered a bribe and in concert with him 
he completely falsified the old proverb, making it a 
case of share and share alike between foes;a of my 
expressions he changed the majority around in their 
contexts, and he made minor insertions, and then he 
invited the governor, when his term of office was 
done, to come to the same place, thinking to get his 
due reward. 114. It seemed more than strange 
that the tortoise should beat the hare,b and informa
tion was laid that the speech had been sold. As soon 
as he saw the lash, the copyist who had been bribed 
confessed and pleaded for pardon for succumbing to 
the great temptation. So, in order that all should be 
aware of it, I haled the seller of my speech before 
Nicentius, governor of Syria,c and, for all that he 
expected to be punished, the fellow confessed and 

266. For Strategius' publicity campaign, cf. Letter 27.1. 
Plagiarism was not an offence, so the charge is one ofbri 
bery brought only against the copyist. It implies, however, 
incapacity on Acacius' part, and Libanius, his point made, 
parades his clemency. 

b Cf. Or. 62.44. This is an adaptation of Xf!~cIJV1l" II71
"O,uo/. Paroem. Gr. 1.189. 

C Nicentius, consularis Syriae, 358, soon dismissed: 
Letter 34, PLRE 628 (1). ' 
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F 139 

R 80 

1TP0C10f7]B'v-ros O{,(7]V Aa{3f'iV. '115. b o~ rl.v
~, J.. '"' '!. '"' ).~, rl t,
opftOTaTos C10-rtC1TWV t:KfWOS ovo OVTWS 7]C1vxaC1fv, 
, \ \ ''''ll \, , , II \' 1 \ '"' 
al\l\ aVlltS Ta ftp7]p,fva fp,VIlOI\0'YfVf, Kat TaVTa 

, '"' '"' ~, '"' \ t \ 'I:.
fV T'[J TOV ~TpaT7]'YLOV KaTa'YW'Y'[J' Kat 0 p'fV f~-
,\ tE \ \ , \ , 1:.',~\ ~ 

7]I\aC1fV, pp,0'YfV1J Of TOV T7]V apX7]v fKOf~ap,fVOV 
, ,,~, \ " '" t J..' ,

aVT'e OfWOV Tf Kat a'YptOV 1J'YfV 1J -r7]P,7] Kat, 
'" , t '" , I ,~ I "', Ill' r\ I 
"IV 'Yap 7]p,tV a'YVWS, fOOKOVV OVV OVKfll a 1TpO

" '" ~\" t I'D I a"TfpOV LC1XVC1fW. "IV Of apa 0 £'pp,0'YfV7]S ,.,fI\TLC1TOS 
, I \' \\'" \ ( , .... '1:.'"'
apXOVTWV KaL OV 1TOI\I\OtS p'fV Op,Ll\fW afsLWV, 

1TP~OS Bt Kat Ao,,'e p,aAAov ~ Bvp,li' xpWP,fVOS. 

T '8' , , \ ! 'a \ \ 116• OVTOS fV VS p'fV ftC1Kal\fC1as T7]V ,.,OVI\7]V 
, I r/ " '"' 1\ \ , ! 

ft7TOVTWV 0 TL 'efTO T'[J 1TOl\ft I\VC1tTfI\7]C1fW 
t! . \ ll'" \' \ , \ ... \ ! 
€KaC1TOV, TOV IlfLOV TOV fp,OV a7TO TWV I\f'Y0p,fVWV 

t! , T ,... "J.. ''''' ! ,
fVPWV, OVTOS fKfLVOS, f-r7], 'VaC1'YaVtos, 

tl \ E"a \, \ \ , '"'I
WC1Tf TOV v,.,OVI\OV Tf Kat T7]V fKfWOV p,otpav 

P,tKpOfJ 7TfC1fLV. ~1TftTa tP,~ KaA'C1as ~tAOV 
,~ '" I till '"' rl ~,
fOfLTO Ot 'YfvfC1llat TOtOVTOV, WC1Tf p'7]0fV 

'" \ ! I 'A I \ ~ \ ,
fwaL 7TI\fOV TavT'[J J1.pLC1TatVfT'e Kat ~fl\fVK'e, 

, T ~\ \', II I '" II ... 
7Tap WV O'f} Kat (LS E7TLIlvp,Lav Kf.KW1JC1llat TOV . 

I ,'\\\ ~I ""J..' ,
KT7]p,aTOS. al\l\a oLKawv p,fVTOL, f-r7]V, TOV 

:/ 

J..\'" , I ,r" "J..\"'8 ' ···I~··.·.\·-rLI\OVVTa fKfLVW Kat V1T fp,OV -rtl\ftC1 at. 
" 

I ~/Lv8o)'6y~v~ F., (ct'. Od. 12.453): i/Lv6oA6YEt Mss., Re., 
Martin. 
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got off scot-free, since I did not press for the 
infliction of the penalty. 115. Not even then did 
my brave sophist be still, but he tried to tell the tale 
again, and in Strategius' residence, too.a Strategius 
sent him packing, but rumour had it that Hermo
genes, his successor, was a man of stern and 
unbending character.b As he was unacquainted 
with me, it seemed that I would no longer have my 
former influence. However, it turned out that Her
mogenes was an excellent governor, and, though 
considering it below his dignity to have a host 
of intimates, he was of kindly disposition and 
was guided by reflection rather than by passion. 
116. He convened the town council forthwith, and 
when its members were each making suggestions for 
the city's welfare, he recognized my uncle as a result 
of his remarks. 'Why, there's Phasganius,' he 
exclaimed, and thereupon Eubulus and his clique 
nearly collapsed. Then he summoned me to him, 
and begged me to be his friend, as intimate with him 
as I was with Aristaenetus and Seleucus,c by whom 
he had been inspired with the desire to obtain this 
boon. 'Well,' said I, 'it is only right that I should be a 
friend of a friend of theirs.' 

a Strategius had just left office when Acacius tries 
again, between June and late August 358. 

b Praetorian Prefect of the East, 358-360, PLRE 423 
(3). 

C Seleucus, a friend of Julian in Bithynia, Ep. 13, PLRE 
818 (1). 
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117. TavTt p,ev f~7T6Tp,OV, 8VOTVXOVS 8e fa 
r II I \ \ ~~ I " \ I \ 
P1Jv1Joop,eva. T1JV yap u'l 7TaVT fp,Ot p,1JTfpa Kat 
\ " \ ~A t ~ ,l..ll \ I ~ \ ~ \ ~ \ I

TOV T1JS p'fV o,as 0-rval\p,OV, fp,Ot Uf aVTL 7TVP
\ ll" rl ( T' \ i , 

yov, TOV VftOV 1Jp7TaOfV "I VX1J, TOV p'fV 7TPOTf
r ~\ , ~ " , ll' ,

pOV, "I Uf OVK fVfYKovoa f7Ta7ToVV1JOKft. Kat 
, ~", '" (~ , ( ~, ~~, , I , 

OVUfV fTL p,ot TWV 1JUfWV 1JUV OVu aVTo yf TO 
I rf~ r, ~ 't. \, \' \

7TaVTWV 1JutOTOV, at f7TLUft~ftS' Kat yap Kat aVTo 
"rl~ t'" , I ,., \ ~ 

TOVTO 1JUtOTOV V7T fKftVOLV fytVfTO, TOV p,ev OLOV 

dV1J~WVT6S Te tv TOts Kp6TOtS Kat T~S aLTov 
\ " , \ II ! ,,~\ r ,

7TI\1JY1JS f7TLl\aVVaVOp,fVOV, T1JS Uf V7TfpxaLpOV01JS 
t, ,,.. \ ~ ,,"ll \ t~,.. I

F 140 07TOTf aVTT/ TOV fK TWV aVl\wv LUpWTa Kop,LOatp,L. 

" I , ,1..' \, E' a'118. p'fT fKftVas Tas Ta-ras KaL T1JV VOf",LOV 

" ",1.. '" , \ll' '5'" ,
yf TOV 7TpO ap,-r0tv a7Tfl\vovT0s--1]V p'fV yap Kat 

\ N ~ I " \ (\ ( 1\ " \ .1,
TO tKOP,1JUfLaS 7TTwp,a Kat OV "I 7TOI\LS fKal\V-r f 

,., ~ I , ~ \1 ", ,
R 81 7Tfoovoa UfLva Te Kat OLa I\V7T1JV T1JV foxaT1JV fp,

a \,.. t ,1..' ~ ~ \ , \ \ , t. 1,1.. ,,~ t. 
",al\fLV, V-r "IS 0"1 Kat 7TOl\tas ff"aL-rV1JS fOE'Lf"a

\ ~i III "',.., I
KaKa Of 7TpOOTeVfVTa KaKOtS, TaVTa fKfLVOtS 

¢{Ao; Te ¢lAOS Kat 7T6AE't ¢[AT/ p,~T1JP TE' Kat b 
I ,~ \,1.. I I , \~, (\ r,.. a 1\ , 

TaVT1JS aOfl\-r0S' 7TaVTa fp,OL 0 a ':,1JV ",OVI\OLT 

a The order of events is inverted. The chronological 
sequence is: (1) earthquake at Nicomedeia and death of 
Aristaenetus, 24 August 358. (2) death ofEusebius (BLZG 

I 
l 
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117. Such was my good fortune; I will now 
proceed to the bad.a My mother, who was all in all 
to me, and my uncle, the light of Asia and a tower of 
strength to me, Fortune snatched from me-him 
first, she, heartbroken, dying soon after. No more 
could I derive any pleasure from my pleasures, not 
even from the chief of them, my declamations. For 
during their lifetime, this really was my greatest 
pleasure, since he, as it were, regained his youth in 
the applause and forgot his own trouble, while she 
rejoiced exceedingly whenever I returned to her 
with the sweat of my labours upon me. 118. With 
their death, and that of Eusebius also who had died 
before either of them-and there had also occurred 
the earthquake at Nicomedeia and the death of 
Aristaenetus, buried in the ruins of the city, a 
shocking event and one that caused me such 
extreme grief that my hair went white all of a 
sudden-trouble piled upon trouble,b one thing fol
lowed another, friend after friend died, a city I loved 
was destroyed, my mother and her brother had 
passed away, and all that a man could wish to live 

ix), 359; cf. Ep. 72, 110. (3) death of Phasganius, autumn 
359; Letter 50. (4) death of his mother, and his monody 
upon her; Or. 2.69, Ep. 553. 

b Other tensions, here unmentioned but prominent in 
the letters, are the treason trials at Scythopolis in 359 
(AmID, Marc, 19,12\ where he pleads for friends (Letters 
55, 70), professional troubles (Or. 31) and his cut in salary 
(Letters 65, 89). For his hesitations in 36011, cf. Letter 79. 
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" , ,I.' ,\ ~~ \ " all 'TtS, a7To.,..aLIIOVUL 7TLKpa, .7TpLII 0,/ T1]1I Y1]11 

Ci7Tauall ii/LaXfl 7TapaAa$c111 b 1TaIlTOS ~LAou6~ov 

/Lfi.AAOII til $aUtAfEiOtS T~II uo~lall iiya7T~uas 
, r, , ,I. " , \ 1'6 ' ,r

KaT1]yayEII WU7TEp EK .,..VY1]S EtS TO av ts aU7Ta!:tE

u6at TO. 8VUXEpaLIIO/LElla. 119. Kat tY€AaUa TE 
\', \ \ f~ ,... '\, \

Kat fUKtpT1]ua Kat UVII 1]001l'fl AOYOVS Kat UVII

t61]Ka Kat ~8ft~a, $W/LWII /LEII ii7TfLA1]~OTWII ar/La, 
'" ~\ ,I.' \' \ \ ,Ka7TIIOV OE .,..fPOIITOS 7TpOS ovpalloll T1]1I KlltUUall, 

6 ,... ~\ r '" , 1', \ , \ . 
fWII OE fopTatS 'Tt/LW/LfIlWII, WII OI\tyot 'TtllfS 
, , \ \ " ,... ~, 
E7TtUT1]/LOIIES I\El\Et/L/LEIIOt YEPOIlTES, /Lall'TtK1]S Of 

, 't' '\1 ~\, '6 ' EtS f§;OVUta.1I 7TaptOVU1]S, AOYWII OE ELS TO aV/La

CEu6aL, rPW/La{WII 8E Els TO 6appELII, $ap$apwlI 

8t TWII /LEII ~TT1]/LEIIWII,TWII 8E /LEAAo-tiTWII. 
l' f ,I. ' I \ ~ ,120• OVTOS 0 UW.,..pOllfUTaTOS TE Kat otKatoTaTOS 

,r I '\' (IKat P1JToptKWTaTOS Kat 7TOAE/LtKWTaTOS, 0/LOIIOtS 

TOtS 8VUUE$fULII tx6pos TWII /LEII 7Tap' ~/LWII 
'0 ' """ r ,\ (I7TpEUfJEWII OV /LET E/LWII WS aVTOII 1]KOIITWII I , " \ , '1' fH I \ ",,I. .Iypa/L/LaTWII 1]AY1]UE Kat W PaKAEtS, f.,..1], 

H
0 

\' " ',I. r I ~, , I
TOVS EK TOV ypa.,..ELII V1TO/LEtllas KLIIOVIIOVS Ell 

, ,I. \ I "" "" ~ "" ~'t~ "" \ '" aU.,..aAEtCf UtyCf. T1]S OfVpO Of OOOV Kat TOVTO 

I 
1 

,~ " r ", ,~ \',KEpOOS wllo/La!:t Ell , Et f/Lf TE LOOt Kat aKovua.t 
1 j \ , , ,...... ~ \ ...... tl ", ...... 
I\EyOIlTOS. Kat E7T a.VTWII 01'/ "[(Uii OpWiI £7it TTjS 

7TpWT1JS ~~EWS 7TpWTOII TOVTO t~6Ey~aTO' '7TOTE I 
1 

184 

http:f�;OVUta.1I


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


for turned to gall for me, until at last there came the 
unopposed accession to the throne of the emperor 
Julian.a He, who in his palace loved philosophy 
more than did. any philosopher, restored to popular
ity, as though from exile, the things that had fallen 
out of favour. 119. I laughed and danced, joyfully 
composed and delivered my orations, for the altars 
received their blood offerings, smoke carried the 
savour of burnt sacrifice up to heaven, the gods were 
honoured with their festivals, which only a few old 
men were left to remember,b the art of prophecy 
came again into its own, that of oratory to be 
admired; Romans plucked up heart, and barbarians 
were either vanquished or soon to be so. 120. This 
emperor, in his prudence and justice, eloquence and 
might, enemy to the unbelievers alone, was grieved 
when our ambassadors reached him and brought 
him no message from me.C 'Good heavens,' he 
exclaimed, 'Libanius, who has withstood the perils 
his writings occasioned, is silent now that he is safe.' 
The profit he got from his journey here was simply 
this, he said, that he would see me and hear me 
speak. Indeed, at the very first sight of me, right at 
the city boundary, the first thing he said was, 'When 

a He makes much of Julian's fortuitously bloodless 
elevation to Augustus (Or. 12.65, 18.118 f), as also to his 
role of philosopher-king and restorer of pagan rituals. 

b AB Julian himself observed in Antioch, Misop. 360d ff. 
e For his refusal to go on this embassy in 362, cf. Ep. 

697, Letter 84. 
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, 'l1' t 8' , "'" ~8TlaKovCiop,fua; 0 f aVTayoovLCiT"lS fKftVOS ./ ./ 
'5"/ l1 I , ,,, '" I 
"lv OLKOL TfUV"lKVLaS p'fV aVT't' T"lS yvvaLKos, 

l1 I 8' (I I "'" 8 ' uvyaTfpoov f oopaLOOV yap,ov TooV fKftVoV fOp,f

voov 6~8aAp,wv, tAfYfTo 8f, clJs Kat 'WCi"lS T~S 
,,, " 

yvvatKOS 't'XfTO av. 

121. (0 TO{VVV ~aCiLAfvs 7Tpoolp,wv p,ev TWV 

\ I l1' (I , '" '(' l1'
I\oyoov Kau fKaCiT"lv f7TOtftTO T"lV "lp,fpav UVCiLas 

(' "" '" I '" Q \' 8' 8 V7TO TOtS fV T't' K"l7T't' TOV f-1aCitAfWV fV POtS, 

\ \ '" 8'f 'f'0tTooVTooVJ.. I Tf Kat, 8' '" " 7TOl\l\OOV ta TooV 7Tfpt TOVS 
l1 , ' ''' l1 , , \ '!' f' , I 
UfOVS fKftllOV Ufpa7TfVOVTooV aVTOS "lV OV7TfP aft, 

\ 	 ,/ , \ I ", \ , , , 
Kat OVTf fKaI\OVP,"lV TO Tf aKI\"lTOV LfVat p,fTfXftll 

, , 8' (\1 '"QTtVoS avat fLaS V7Tfl\ap,f-1avov Kat TOV p'fV 

"8 'J.. '\ '" 8' , , \,av pa f'f'tI\OVV, T"lV apx"lv f OVK fKOl\aKfVOV. 

122. 	 ~Kf 8f 7TOTf fls aLaS WLAlOV 8VCioov Kat 

, ,/ \ \ 8 ' ,Q ,\ , '''' 
TOVS al\l\ovs KaT! OOV, ff-10VI\OVTO yap KaL 7Tav 
, , (/ , J..l1 , " l1 I 
f7TOWVV 07TooS 0'f'U"lCioVTaL, p,OVOV OV TfU€ap,fVOS 

" '" \ \ '" , '8 '\ 8' 8' \fp'f TOtS 7TOI\I\OLS fp,p,fp,typ,fVOV fLI\"lS ta fl\TOV 

'" (/ ", \ " ,TtVOS "lPOOTa Tf 0 T! fL"l TO KfKooI\VKOS, Kat fLfTa 
I l11 (\, 8' , 8 \ I

xapLTWV KaU"l7TTfTO, a p'fV "l a7TfKpLvap,"lV La 

'" ,,, 8'\ '("8' l1 '" \ \ " T"lS aVT"lS fl\TOV KaL oos OVK f "lXU"lV p,al\l\ov "l 
'" " "", ~ 

, 
, 
,, i 

TOVTO f7TOL"lCia Kat aVTOS CiVV xaptCitV, OWfV 

•I
a For a different account of this first meeting, cf. Letter 

88. Here he adapts to himself and Julian Philostratus' 
account of the meeting between Aristides and Marcus 
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shall I hear you speak?'a Meanwhile my rival was 
still at home, for his wife was dead and his 
daughters, now of marriageable age, required his 
supervision; but rumour had it that, even if his wife 
had still been alive, he would have left. 

121. Now the emperor, as a prelude to each day's 
address, used to sacrifice under the trees in the 
palace garden.b He had many to attend him and 
flatter him by means of their religious activity, but I 
stayed where I always was; I received no invitation 
and I considered that to attend without one was a 
sign of rudeness, and while I liked him personally, I 
refused to flatter him because of his position. 122. 
One day he came to sacrifice at the altar of Zeus 
Philius,c and there he saw the rest, for that was 
their desire and they would go to any lengths to 
ensure that they were seen: the only one missing 
from that throng was myself, and in the afternoon 
he sent a letter to inquire what had prevented me, 
his tone being one of delicate reproof. My answer I 
sent by return, and when he read it, he realized that 
I was as capable of administering delicate reproofs 

Aurelius (V.S. 582 f); see Classical Philology 48 (1953), 
20 fT. As a consequence he produces the Prosphonetikos 
(Or. 13). In contrast, Acacius is here mentioned for the last 
time. 

b For such exaggerated religious displays, cf. Or. 15.79, 
18.127, Jul. Misop. 346b fT. These soon became grounds 
for criticism (Amm. Marc. 22.12.6 f).. 

C Sacrifices at the shrine of Zeus Philius in the city, Or. 
15.79; of Zeus Casius on the mountain (which Libanius did 
not attend because ofill-health), Ep. 739. 
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, 1 '''' "6' ,avayvovs 1'(, ('KELVOS KaL EPV pLaaas. 123. a7T('

XO/L~vov 8' /LOV KaL '/L(.Ta T~V &!ATOV OV8EV 
'!' A 1 \"" A' ~ ,

"lTTOV TOV 1'(, K"l7TOV KaL TWV EV TqJ K"l7TqJ 0PW/LE
\' \ A 8 ~- A \"'8VWV KaL a7T"l/L('1\"la aL OOKOWTOS KaL OVT(' a v-

A , , tf l' r \ .1..\1 
p,oVVTOS E7TLaTa/LEvov TE oaTtS "lv ° T"lV 'f'LI\LaV 

t' 'I:. n' 'H7TELpWT"lS " OTt \,OWpvf:.aS, pLaKos, ' av"lp tf 7TML
".I..' \ '~I \aToLS E7TL a0'f'LCf aVyyEyovwS avopaaL, 7T1\"l/L/LE 'f 

AELa8aL TavTa ~y7]a&./LEvos TCfJ fJaaLAEL 7TaVEL T~V 
r I tf .\ \' ,~ \'"

a/LapTtav' OWLS /LEV l\oYOtS, OVK OLOa, Kal\oV/LaL 
~\ \ 6' , A \ ~ A I \' 
O~ 7T1\"l ova"lS ayopas, KaL OL"l7TOpELTO TE KaL ELS 

A " C \' .... 'l'"
Y"lV EKV7TTEV °KEKI\"lKWS KaT"lYOpwV OLS E7TaaXEV 
'!' 't' t' , 124'\ ~, l' \t wv EOEOpaKEt. • /LOI\LS 0 ow 7TOTE aVTOV 

dvaAafJwv Kat TO 7ToAAa. KaT"lvaYK&.a8at 7Tp&'T
. \ 

" 't'\ \A , "" TELV aLTtaaa/LEVOS, E7TELO"l Kal\WV /LEV E7T apL
'f r ~ I \ A ~, , \

aTOV 7]KovaEV WS OEL7TVOL"lV, Kal\WV OE E7TL 

~ .... " r \ .... 'I:.' '" rOEL7TVOV "lKOVaEV WS Kat TOVTO Ef:.OV 7TOLELV "l 

.I.. \~ \ , "t'" \ \ \ 8 'r r '" "'.1..KE'f'al\'l ~WI\VOL, av 0 0.1\1\0. a/Lt':;,ELV "l/LLV, E'f'''l' 
, \ '" I , ".1.. ,'\ \ t", , \ ,
Kal\OWTOS yE, E'f'''lV· al\l\ws OE OVK EVOXI\"laELV. 

r t' \ '8' 'tf " 125 Co OE 7TEt ETat TE Kat OVTWS E7TOLEt, • at 
t'\ ,\ , (.... \ r \ \ , 
OE aWOVaLaL I\OYOVS TE "l/LLV TOVS V7TEP I\oywv 
l' '" .... l' " !EtXOV KaL E7TaLVOVS TWV EV 7TpaTTO/LEVWV EKELVqJ 

Kat !l~p,~f.LS Trull (];ALjlWpr;p,€VWV, D-rotll' 8~ o~8!JJ 
, "" 6 "'", , A , ov TWV EV "laavpoLS, OVK OtKLav, OV Y"lv, OVK 
,! \ \ ""A .1..' \! l' ,apxas, Kat TO TOV ptaTO'f'avovs I\oyos "lV OVK 
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I' as I was of r~~:::~::he blushed for 
shame. 123. Even after this message I still held 
aloof from the garden and the goings-on there, and 
it seemed that I was quite out of favour. Yet I was 
not downcast, for I understood who it was who had 
undermined our friendship,a but Priscus of Epirus, 
who as a philosophet had a large circle. of acquain
tances, thought the emperor to be at fault in this 
attitude and checke!d his error. What his arguments 
were, I do not know, but one morning I received an 
invitation. The emperor who had issued it was out 
of countenance and kept his eyes on the ground, and 
by his emotions showed how wrong he had been. 
124. Anyway, he recovered himself at last with 
some difficulty and blamed the mass of business 
with which he had to deal. Then he invited me to 
lunch, and got the reply that I was in the habit of 
dining: so he invited me to dinner, but was told 
that, though. I was free to go, my headache 
prevented me. 'Still, visit me often,' he exclaimed. 
'Certainly,' I replied, 'if you invite me. Otherwise I 
will not trouble you.' He consented and so he began 
to carry on. 125. Our intercourse consisted of 
literary discussion, of praise for his successes and 
criticism of his oversights. I asked for nothing-for 
none of his treasur~, for no villa, estate or office. 
That business about Aristophanes was an oration to 

a This unnamed courtier is almost certainly Maximus of 
Ephesus, Letter 80, PLRE 583 (21). For Priscus, PLRE 
730. For these overtures to Libanius, cf. Letters 88, 97, Or. 
15.7. 
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, ~ " ~ ~ ~ , "" ,~ ~ 
E"WV KaKOV TOV TOtOVTOV OOKE"tV, Kat TOVTO E"otoov 

, , I "~, ,~" \ 0 ~ 'I:. " 
T1]V apX1]v, E"yw OE" OVO 'a1TOl\aflE"tV 1]f:,lOW OJITWV 

I , ~,~" , 
/LOt 1Ta1T1Tl{JWV OV /LtKPWV E"V TOtS E"KE"LVOV KT1]/La

( ~ ~ , I ~ (I (" "" 
a£v. opWV 01] KE"pOOS TE" a1Tav V1T E"/LOV KaTa1TE"

, r ~, ,~, (I " rl 
1TaT1]/LE"VOV ':J1]TOWTa TE" OVOE"V E"TE"pOV 1] 01TWS 

,~ , ,./. ,r I " . 
E'KE'LVOS a1TOKpV'rat Ta V/Lvov/LE'va, TOVS /LE"V 

" \ \ "). '( ~ \" ). \ ~ ,,~,
al\l\ovs E''f'aaKE' TOV aVTOV 1TI\OVTOV 'f'tl\E'tV, E'/LE' OE" 

" , ~'''' ~ "(0aVTOV, Kat /L1]0 av T1]V TE"KOVaaV aVTOV V1TE"Pfla-

AlGOat TO ~[ATpOV TO 1Tap' ~/LoiJ. 126. out 
TOVTO Kat T~V £1TfP T~S ~ovA~s 1Tapp1]Glav £1Tl

rI r ~ , ,~, ,~~ Ill'" 
/LEVE"V, OTE" 1] Y1] /LE"V OVOE"V E"OEOWKE"t aTE"p1]rJE"taa 

~" II ( '1:." , ,(I~ ~,
R 85 TOV aVWUE"V voaTos, 0 OE" 1]f:,tov yE"/LELV TE" wvtWV 

'" "" (I \'\"T1]V ayopav Kat /LE"VE"LV E"VTOS opWV OVS E"GT1]GE" 

'" ~ ~, ~", ~ " r
TatS 7't/Lats' oat/Lwv OE' apa TaVTa 1]vayKa':,E" 
).ll , , II ~ ,rl " , 1\ , 
'f'rJOVE"pOS WrJWV E"ts 01TE"P av Kat TE"I\OS Ta 

, " ," ( "'.~ " 1TpaY/LaTa E"WGE. TOTE" OW 0 /LE"V cpoE"t Kat /LaXE

aOat TolS ~avToiJ ~ovA~/LaGt TOUS ~OVAE"VTas ~~6a, 
1\ ~, " 1I , " 1I " ,

KOI\aKE"S OE" E"VlIE"V Kat E"VrJE"V 1TapE"GT1]KOTE"S E'ppt1Tt

r 'll 6 "~, ,~, I ,~, ~ 
':,OV TOV rJV/L v, E"yw OE" OVOE"V 'TpEGas, T1]V OE" TOV 

f 'I:. 'r ).1 ~ 1 '~'" 1TpaY/LaTOS E"f:,E"Ta':,wv 'f'vaLV OtE"TE"LVO/L1]V aotKoV

a Oraiion 14 of early autumn 362. For the post offered 
to Aristophanes as a result, cf. Letter 124.3, and Petit, 
Autobiographie, p. 242 note. For his own disinterested
ness, cf. Letters 97 and 124. An honorary quaestorship, 
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ensure that a man who was no rogue should not be 
regarded as one, and this prompted the offer of an 
official post to him, but I did not think it proper to 
accept anything, though a large part of my grand
father's estate was among his possessions.a He saw 
that I spumed all gain and that my sole object was 
to ensure that he should outdo all the good things 
said about him, and he asserted that, while other 
people loved him for his wealth, I loved him for him
self alone, and not even his mother's affection could 
have surpassed mine. 126. It was for this reason 

,.; that he suffered my frankness on behalf of the city 
council,b when the land had produced no crops 
because of lack of rain from heaven, and yet he 
demanded that the market should be full of goods 
for sale and that they should stay within the price 
limits he had set. Some spirit of evil, it seems, was 
at work in this, forcing the march of events towards 
the crisis that ensued. So then his anger swelled 
and the flatterers surrounding him on every side 
inflamed his wrath, but I, with never a tremor, 
insisted upon examining the facts of the matter and 

even ifoffered by Julian, was certainly not accepted. 
b For a detailed comparison of this passage and its 

parallels, Or. 15.20, 16.21, 18.195, see Petit, Historia 5 
(1956), 481 ff. For the famine in Antioch and the crisis 
caused by Julian's price-fixing ordinance and his quarrel 
with the curia, Petit, Vie Municipale, pp.l09 ff. Interven
tions on behalf of the curia culminate in Or. 15 and 16, for 
which see Orations Vol. i, Intro. xxxii. 
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I ,~" 1,1.. 'a \ I IF 144 	 aav TE' OVOE'V a'11'E''fatVov T"IV jJOVI\"Iv, KatTOt TLS 

TWV Ka6"1/Livwv '11'apappE''iv TOV 'OpOVT"IV ~¢aaKE' 

TijJ '11'OTa/LijJ /LE' ¢opwv, a.vaglotS d'11'E'tAatS T~V 
a \ 	 I (, a If (~, rl .,. ( , \ II " 
jJaaLAE'LaV vjJptI:Jwv. 0 OE' OVTWS "IV ws al\"IfJWS 
, III fl "" ( tayafJos, WaTE' KpaT"IaaL /LE'V E''11'fXf'P''lafv, "11'1'''1
l!' ~, , , I . 127 "\ \ , .,. '1\ 
UfLS OE' OVK E'/LLa"laf. . /Lal\l\ov /Uv ow "I 
'll" (\. f/\~ fl'11'poafJE'v "Iya'11'''IaE'v V'11'E'P '11'aTpLOOS wa'11'E'p 0'11'I\a 

II I \ \ I fl ~'t" ~ 
fJf/LfVOV TOVS I\oyovs, V'11'aTOV Of aVTOV a'11'OOE't-

KVVS ala6avo/Lfvos Tf TWV TE' ~8"1 '11'apOVTWv TWV 

TE' ~g6VTWV /Lvplovs auv ceoa'is a¢laL '11'apaaT"Iao-
I 1 \, ... \1 ,( , 

/LE'VOVS KE'l\fVfL /LOt TL/L"Iaat I\oyc.p T"IV E'OPT"IV' 
, \ ~, (I .,. .,. , \ " 

E"yw Of fTE'PWV E'tVaL TOVPYOV E't'1TWV KaTa T"IV 
t I ,1..' , v ( ~ I ~,

E'TE'pav 'fWV"IV OVK "Ipyow, WS /L"Iofva /L"I0fV 
t , ~Il:. \1 ~,!'\ \ "', \ \ I
tE'pOV oo~at l\E'yE'LV, /L"I0 os l\a/L'11'PWV a'11'OAE'l\av

KE'L 60p6pwv. 128. Kal '11'WS aV/LpalvfL ~v TijJ 
I \ I I l' \,' "'0 ' R 86 '11'pOTE'pc.p I\oyc.p TVX"IS, oL/Lat, TtVOS TOVS av ts 

a 	 12 , I tl
jJ0"lao/LE'VOVS Tf Kat xapLOV/LfVOVS fTfpWaE' '11'E'/L

1 '1Tapau'T1JC1op.ivovs Mss., Martin: '1Tapau'T1JC1op.WWV edd.: 
[t1~lc1t] Martin. 

2 {301JC10P.t.VOVs VL, Martin: {307]81JC1op.ivovs ACP, F.: post 
'1Tf.p;pa.01JS lac. indo Martin. 

a In fact, Julian remained unmoved by his pleas; Letter 
98,Ep. 824. 

b Jan. 1, 363: Julian Aug. Cos. iv with Flavius Sallus
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showed conclusively that the council was not in the 
wrong. Yet one of the audience called out that the 
Orontes was flowing close by, trying to frighten me 
with the threat of a ducking but merely insulting 
the royal presence with his unseemly threats. The 
emperor was so truly good that, though he tried to 
win his point, he bore no malice on being worsted.a 

127. On the contrary, his liking for me was more 
than ever before, after I had presented my oratory 
in defence of my native city. So, when he designated 
himself consul,b although he saw that of the people 
already present and of those yet to come there would 
be thousands who would try to win his support by 
their songs, he bade me give a speech in honour of 
the festival. I saidthat it was a job for someone else, 
but I began to busy myself with the task in Greek, so 
that no one, not even he who enjoyed rapturous 
applause, was thought to have said anything out of 
the ordinary. 128. Somehow this success was 

• 	 secured for me in the speech which preceded mine, 
since some fortune, I am sure, diverted to me people 

tius. The text is weak, the style allusive; hence the ob
scurities. The day's panegyrics begin with one in Latin 
("someone else", §127). The author, possibly the Carthag
inian of Or. 12.92; did a reasonably good job, though 
Libanius could not understand it. Then followed a pane
gyric in Greek by a visiting speaker which was a resound
ing failure, diverting the applause elsewhere, i.e. to 
Libanius who, as sophist of the city, rounded off the 
proceedings with Or. 12. 
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~d(1)S, 	ois tAvol.TlA~L p.~ TaP.o. Bl.aPdAA~LV· b Bt 
t, 	 , ,,~ ,~ \' '" , 1

aVTOV 	 ~v ~voov OVo~Vos nraLVOVJJTOS ~1TVV~L, 

~ I 1 "'/'" 1\ \ 
O~VT~pq> TOVTq> 1Tap~xwv a-r0pp.1)v y~I\WTt., TOVS 

~, , , ' ''' \ 1 '" \ ~,.. t
O~ ~1T aVTq> y~l\aoaVTas OVK aVt~L 1\0LOOpWV, Ot 
~, "1 '!'.lI " \ " ~, , I o 	 0.1' aVI1LS ~y~I\WV, KaL TO OL a1TaT1)S 1T0PL

.lI' 't. lIt ''/'' .lI'" , ,.. 1 
OI1~V ~{;~K~XVTO OL OV -rwpal1~V 0.1', ~t TOOOVTOV y~ 
" tl ~ 't. " ~ 1 t I,/.. \ 1F 145 	 1)1TLOTaTO, OTt. oo{;av OVXL OLKataV 1)OVXtff -rvl\aT-

TfLV B6vaLTo (tv. 129. o~ p.tv B~ aAA~AOLS ~ZS 
.lI ,,, t~" I~ tl , ,..

1Tapap.VI1LaV 1)PKOVV, WS O~ a1T~oVJJ VOTaTOS aVTOV 

R 87 ToD paotAlws 81TWS 8Tt. 11'A£tOTOL OVJJiA80L~V ~pov-
I 'tE .... ",/.. .... 8 1TLOaVTOS, TOV pp.1)V ~-r1)oav TOV ~pa1T0VTOS 

K1)86p.~vov TV pdPBq> KLV~'lV TWV aKpowp.ivwv 
fl tl ~'t...." 18 " 
~KaOTOV, 01TWS p.1)0 OTLOVJJ ovop.a avp.aTOS ap.OL

"\8 a \, ~" .... , ,,~ ,pOI' a1Tf:1\ V. paOLI\f:VS Of: TO. 1TpWTa p.~v TV OLa 
'" ,/.. '" ( ~ .... 1 ,\,1

T1)S P.OP-r1)S 1)OOVV p.1)VVop.f:VV OVJJf:Tf:ML, f:1Tf:tTa 
.... 1\ \ , ~,,'I "~, " 

Tq> P.f:I\MLV 0.1'0.11'1)00.1', f:1Tf:LTa, OV yap 01) KaTfL
(\ ''/''6~ 1 fl \ " XE'V aVTOV KaL 0-r opa 1Tf:LPWP.f:VOS, 1)l\aTO p.f:V f:K 

ToD 8povov, T~S xAap.6Bos BE-' b1TOOOV l,~v Ta'lv
,," (,,,,, 	 ,

X£POLV 	 a.V(1T~TaOf:V, ws p.f:V av (L1TOt Tt.S TOVTWVL 

1 liv del. F, Norman (1965). 

a For general disapproval of such uncontrolled expres
sions of enthusiasm by the emperor, see Or. 18.154 ff(Ora· 
tions Vol. i, p. 380 note). Libanius finds the justification of 
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who could cry 'Encore' and support me, and who 
found it paid them not to disparage my work. The 
previous speaker, since there was none in the com
pany to praise him,' spoke in praise of himself, and 
so provided another cause for ridicule, and he did 
not cease abusing those who ridiculed him, where
upon they laughed all the more. The fruits of his 
deceit were lost to him, though he could have 
retained them, had he realized that, by keeping 
silence, he could keep his ill-deserved reputation. 
129. The others, to be sure, were capable of consol
ing one another. I was the last to take part, for the 
emperor himself had so devised it that there should 
be the fullest possible audience, and people insisted 
that Hermes, in his care for his servant, stirred 
every member of the audience with his wand, so 
that no single expression of mine should pass 
without its share of admiration. The emperor con
tributed to this, first by the pleasure which he 
expressed at my style, then by his tendency to rise 
to his feet in applause, until finally when he could 
no longer restrain himself, despite his best efforts, 
he leapt up from his seat and, with outstretched 
arms, spread wide his cloak. Some of our boors 
would assert that in his excitement he forgot the 
dignity of his position,a but anyone who is aware of 

royalty to be its encouragement of classical culture; cf. Or. 
31.36 f, 62.7 ff~ He here equates Julian's open support of 
rhetoric with that accorded to the philosophy of Maximus 
(Or. 18.154). 
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'" " ',I.. I "" r~'TWV ayyapwv, € K",€POfL€VOS TOV aX"IfLaTOS, WS 0 

'!\ '\ ,. ,~, '!' '!\ \ a \ I , 
av av"IP €V €LOWS OLS av a€fLv"I fJaaLI\€La Y€VOtTO, 

R 88 lipa tv TOtS 7Tpoa~KovaL fLevwv' Tl yap 8~ paatAt

KWT€POV TOV paatMws "'VX~v 7Tp'OS KaAA"I AOYWV 
" a 130 '" ~, '~", \ \ '!' t ,aVtaTaauat; . Tq: O€ OVO€ al\l\ws OtoV T 
l' , "" I \ \\'" \t"Iv TO. TOtaVTa 7TaaX€tV, 7TaTpt 7TOI\I\WV I\oywv 

7TPO T€ 8~ T~S apX~S Ka£ tv a~TfJ Y€Y€V"IfLevq:' 
r " , '" a \t t", \'at yap aypV7TVtat TOV fJaatl\€WS "IfLW I\oyovs 

, t '!' ~l \ '" \ \ t! t \ '" ,
€7TotOW, TI U'I Kat fLal\l\ov €T€PWV V7TO T"IS €V 

, '" rl , ~,rl ,,,~


aVTOtS wpas OVOE'V 0 Tt OVK E'opa. 


F 146 131. Tov 8~ tVT€v9€v fLExpt T~S t7Tt IIEpaas 
,t.t~ t '" \ "\\ ,'\\", \' 
€~OOOV xpOVOV TOtS fL€V al\l\otS 0.1\1\ aTTa, 7T1\E'OV 
~", " I , ,I..!\ \ ~ ,\ ~ ,
OE' E'fLOt 7Tap €KE'WOV TO ",tI\TpOV, Kat otE'T€I\E't 0"1 
\ t r/'~ I ~ '" , t. \ I ('\, '!\I\€ywv OTt Owaw aOt OWpOV €s,E'l\aVVWV, 0 OVK av 
rl " \ \ ,I.. t ,~ ~ 0 1',a ' R 89 Wa7T€p Tal\l\a ",vyotS. OE'OE'L7TV"IK TE'S OW, €fJta

' "'" ,,. 'II a ',I..' ,rla "Iv yap B 7Tap aVTov, W aVUpW7TE', ","law, wpa 
, ~ '" ~ I B' \', \ , l' rlaOt TO owpOV OE'XE'a at. Kat €yw fLE'V OVK E'tXOV 0 

l' '" t , , I r ~\,~" ,
Tt av TOVTO E'aTW €LKaaat' 0 O€ OOKE'tS fLot, 
,I.. , " ,rl ,\ \t
","law, € tS fLE'V P"lTopas KaTa TOVS I\oyovs 

, \ " ~ \ ,...,, ',1.. \ 1,1.. ,
T€I\E'LV, a7TO OE' TWV E'PYWV €V ",Ll\oao",OLS yE'ypa
,1..8' ,rIB " rl tA"'" at. Kat "Ia "Iv €L7TOVTOS, Wa7T€p 0 VKOVPYOS 
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what it is that makes kingship an object of rever
ence would maintain that he stayed within the 
bounds of what is proper. For what is more royal 
than that an emperor should be uplifted to the glory 
of eloquence? 130. It was indeed impossible for 
him not to be so affected, for he had sired much 
eloquence both before and during his reign. a The 
emperor's burning of the midnight oil gave us ora
tory, and consequently his every action was to an 
unprecedented degree influenced by elegance of 
style. 

131. In the interval from then until his depar
ture for the Persian expedition,b his attitude 
towards others varied but I always received tokens 
of affection from him. He always used to say, 'When 
I leave, I will give you a present, which you will not 
try to avoid, as you do the rest.' So after dinner-for 
I had accepted his invitation perforce-he told me, 
'My friend, it is time for you to receive your present,' 
and, as I was unable to guess what on earth it might 
be, he continued: 'It is this. Your eloquence puts 
you among the rhetoricians, but your actions have 
enrolled you among the philosophers.' I rejoiced at 
this statement as did Lycurgus at the god's greeting, 

a Cf. Or. 12.94, 18.178. He composed the Contra Gali
laeos at this time. 

b Julian left Antioch for the Persian campaign on 
March. 5, 368. Mea..."ltime the quarrel \Y;.th the cUiia contin.. 
ued, as did measures against the Christians, coupled with 
the last minute appointment of the hard·line Alexander as 
consularis Syriae. 
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., \ ..... , ") \ \""0"" \, .....
f7Tt 'TOtS ftS aV'TOV 'TT'apa 'TOV fOV· Kat yap 'TaV'Ta 

{)'JTO 'TOV OfO'iS O'vvOtkovv'TOS fXp1J'TO. 132. 'TT'pO

'TT'fP'TT'OVO'1JS 8~ 'T~S {30V'\~S Kat 8fOP,eVWV a~{iaOat 
" \ 1 T ~ 1\ K \ 1 ~ 1'Ta fYKI\1Jpa'Ta, apO'OtS, 'TT'Ol\ft tl\tKWV OWO'fLV 
t, , \ '!\ to' , 'r ' !

R 90 av'TOV ft'TT'WV "Iv 0 .fOS a'TT'oO''f}'::Ilb Kal.'TOt POt 
~,., \ "'.J.. " ,.... 6 t,01JI\OV, for"I, 'TO 'TT'pOS 'TaV'Ta YfV1JO' '/LfVOV, WS fV 

~ Q ' " \ ~ " ,~"F 147 'T'f} 'TT'PfO',.,fVO'OV'Tt 'Tas fl\'TT'Was fXfTf, 'TOV Of Kat 
" ,.... ".... ~, Q ~ 'r " av'TOV fKftO'f pf'T fpOV Of1JO'ft ,.,aotlofLV. aO''TT'a
, 8 I ~, , I "~~ Q\ I

O'apfVOS "I pf oaKpVOV'Ta OV oaKpvwv "10"1 ,.,I\f

'~II ~ 'L ff'TT'WV 'Ta 'TWV fpO'WV KaKa, ypu.ppa'Ta vO''Ta'Ta 

'TT'ip~as a'TT'O 'TWV 'T~S apX~S 8pwv ~'\avvf y~v 
, ,t 'r .J.. I \ Q''TfPVWV, Kwpas ap'TT'aIoWV, orpovpta I\ap,.,avwv, 

'TT'O'TapOVS 8ta{3alvwv, 'TfiX1J Ka'TaO'fiwv, 'TT'O'\ftS 

t ~ 133 \ fl " \ \ \Iatpwv. . Kat 'TOV'TWV f KaO''TOV 1JYYfl\1\f pfV 
,~, ,~\ ,., tIt ~ t ~ \ t ~ I 

OVOftS, 'T1JV Of 'TWV OpWV'TWV 1JPftS 1JOOV1JV "100
' t\~" , ! ,fJ.fOa 7TtO'TfVOV'TfS, a 0"1 Kat f'Yl."/Vf'TO, YfV1JO'f

\ \ " ~ 'Q \ , , \ \ , t 
0'Oat, 'TT'pOS 'TOV avopa a'TT'o,.,I\f'TT'OV'TfS. al\l\ "I 

T' \ \ t ~ , \ , IIVX1J yap 'Ta aV'T1JS, KwpaO'aV'TOS yap Ka'Ta fP

a Such close connection between rhetoric and philoso
phy is claimed by Themistius for himself and attributed to 
Julian by Libanius (Or. 12.92). Libanius is here compli
mented as a practical philosopher, and so superior to mere 
theorists. Similarly, in his assessment of the ruler, he 
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for this was uttered by one who consorted with 
heaven.a 132. When our city council escorted him 
on his way with prayers that they might be forgiven 
the.charges against them, he replied that, ifheaven 
preserved him, he would favour with his presence 
Tarsus in Cilicia. b 'Though I have no doubt that you 
will react to this,' he went on, 'by pinning your hopes 
upon him who will be your envoy, yet he too will 
have to go there With me.' Then without a tear he 
embraced me in my tears, with his gaze now fixed on 
the ruin of Persia. He sent me a last letter from the 
frontier of the Empire, C and marched on, ravaging 
the countryside, plundering villages, taking for
tresses, crossing rivers, mining fortifications and 
capturing cities. 133. There was no messenger to 
tell us of any of these achievements, d but we rejoiced 
just as if we saw them, confident that events would 
happen as they did, as we looked to him. But here 
Fortune played her usual trick. The army had 

eschews the exaggerations of a Pacatus (Paneg. 4, deus 
quem videmus) or a Themistius (e.g. Or. 5.64b, 116/Los 
~/L~vx.os) by immediately amending 1TapU 'TOV 8fOV into b1TO 
'TOV 8fOLS aWOLKOW'TOS in the comparison with Lycurgus 
(Herod. 1.65). 

b Cf. Or. 15.86, Amm. Marc. 23.2.5. Julian was to be 
buried at Tarsus (Or. 18.306). 

C Julian Ep. 98 (ed. Bidez-Cumont), written from 
Hierapolis. 

d cr. Or. 15.76. For the Persian campail;;u, see Or. 
18.212 ff. Libanius makes great efforts to get information 
from eyewitnesses, e.g., Letters 115,120. 
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awv TOV aTpaTOV ~OVOts T£ Kat Tp01TaLS o.ywaL Tf 

~ \t ..... " 8"" " ......YVpYLKOtS Kat t1T1TLKOLS, a KaTf fWVTO a1TO TWV 
, '\ t. t K J..'" , , '8''''f1Tal\{,fWV Ot T7JaL'PWVTOS OtK7JTOpfS ov f TCf> 

, ,.., ", ,.. M'1TaXft TOV TEtXOVS 1TtaT£VEtV EXOVT£S, TOV TE 7J
8 'a ' , 8 ' , 6 t8ov ta 1Tpfa,.,Etas TE Kat wpWV fyVWK TOS ("KE

, 8""'" '8at/Lova av " 8paTfVELV, /L7J E yap vow fXfLV 1TpOS 
'8 ,.. 8' , a " , tI/LaXEa at., TWV 7J 1Tpfa,.,EWV E1Tt TOVS L1T1TOVS 

' a' ",.. J.. I Q \'ava,.,aLVovTwv at.XJL7J TOV a0'PwTaTOV ,.,aat.I\Ews 

T£/Lovaa T~V Aayova ~P~Xft Tif> TOV VfVtK7JK6TOS 
t/ ,,.. t , ,.. ~ ,..~ 

aL/LaTL T7JV TWV 7JTTW/LfVWV Y7JV Ka, 1TOtft. TOV 

1TE~pLKoTa TWV 8t.WKOVTWV KVpLOV. 134. Tif> 

/L~v 8~ 11~pall 1Tap' aVTo/LOAOV TLVOS /La8ELv 
t ,.. t. ' tl " It,.. 8' ""AV1T7JP{,EV tv OTCf> fL7J TVX7JS, 7J/LLV f TotS VTtO

,.. , 8 "8 , 8'I IXfvaLV av pW1TWV /LfV OV ftS, aEta/L0t. E 

tyLYVOVTO TOV KaKOV /L7JvVTat 1TOAEWV TWV tv TV 
, ~ I ,.. , I '8' t'\11al\a(..aTtvll\ .LiVPLCf TWV /LEV /LfP7J, Tas f ol\as 
, '8 I \ t,.. t 8 \ \IKaTfVEYKOVTES' f OKfL yap 7J/LLV 0 EOS /LEyal\oLS 

'8 l: ' 8' , ,I I1Ta Eat /LEya a7J/La VELV. EVX0p.EVWV f /L7J Ta 
" 8 t.LY \ 8 \ ,.." I ,..OVTa Oba~ELV 1TtKpOV ta TWV WTWV TPfXfL T'llS 

o.YYEAlas ~~AOS, 'IovAtavov /L~v ~KELVOV tv aopif>' 

~~pfa8at, TOV 8ELVOS 8E- YEYEv~a8at TO aK~1TTpoV, 

a Cf. Or. 18.249 fT, Eunap. fro 22, Festus, BrelJ: 28. 
b Homer Il. 17.98, emphasized by a TftX,OOK07Tw' from the 

walls of Ctesiphon and a opKlwll a6yxvcrts unique to 
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revelled in the slaughter and rout of the Persians 
and in the athletic competitions a and horse races, on 

, which the inhabitants of Ctesiphon had gazed from 
their battlements with no grounds to trust even 
their thickness of wall: the Persians had decided 
to come as suppliants with prayers and gifts, know
ing that it was against common sense for a man 
to oppose heaven's will.h Then, as their envoys 
remounted their horses, a spear pierced the side of 
our wise emperor, and with the victor's blood it 
drenched the land of the vanquished, and the pur
suers it delivered into the hand of the fugitive. 
134. It was by means of a deserter that the Persians 
found out their good fortune, but we in Antioch 
discovered it through no human agency: earth
quakes were the harbingers of woe, destroying the 
cities of Palestine Syria either wholly or in part. We 
were sure that by these afflictions heaven gave us a 
sign of some great disaster, and, as we prayed that 
our guess should not be right, the bitter news 
reached our ears that our great Julian was being 
carried in his coffin, that some nonentity held the 

Libanius. Ammianus' account differs greatly from this 
(25.3). Libanius' attitude towards Julian's death hardens 
over the years. In Or. 17.23 the responsibility is divine 
and the event accidental. From 365 onwards the deed is 
murder and the motives treason (cf. Orations Vol. i, Intro. 
p. xxxvii). Certainly the Christians in Antioch were over
joyed (Letter 120), as was Gregory Nazianzen (Migne, PO 
35.531 m. 
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,... 8"A I ,... " \ \ r I 'Q ITIepowv e pp.eVLaV T"IS Te al\l\"IS 07TOOOV efJov-

AOVTO ')I~S. 135. e~8vs p.tv oOv els ,l¢os e18ov, 

&S iI.7Tao"lS o¢a')l~S ilA')IewoTepas T~S 'w~S too-
I " " \ ,... TI\'R 92 p.ev"IS, e7TetTa evev0"l0a TOV TOV l\aTwvos 
, ,r", \" I 8' vop.ov Kat WS aVTOV OV I\VTeOV T"IV TOtaVT"IV "I 

\ I ,t r' , \iI' , Atf1:!:! " I\VOW Kat WS OVTWS el\vwv ets toov Te Kat 7Tap 
,,... , " " " 1'8 \ ,eKewov ev aL'TLaLS av eL"IV W e TeTel\evT"IKws' 

, '" ",/.. "" ,...iI,...7TaVTWS ')lap av £p.ep.'f"£TO p."1 Ta a7TO TOV v£ov 
, '8" '8 I '"7Teptp.eLVaV'TL. 7TpOS e Kat e OKeL P.Ot XP"Ivat 

\1 , ,/..1 " \ill '" I\O')lots £7TtTa'f"tOLS TOV a7T£l\vOVTa 'TLp.av. 

T '" , t' 8 ' '" "l'136. OVTO /lev ovv OVTW La TaVTa £oXe, 

A6xov 8e Twa 8La¢ev')lW ~ovA"I8el0"lS T~S TVx"lS, 
r , l' '" , ' ''' "', Q \ IOL ')lap av TWV /lev 7TpO TOV KaLpwv ev fJaOtl\eLOLS 

, , , , \' I 8' , ('"
7TpOS LC1XVV a7TOl\aVOaVTeS, TOTe e Ta aVTWV 
, , , r 'If. '8 ' "Iva')lKaop.£VOL 7TpaTTeLV, V7TO 'IIPVVWV OV TWOS 
, ill r" 8 ' , , , 'il 8'R 93 ava7TeLOveVTeS wS ep.£ £wa aVTovs eLp')laovaL L 
, \"" B Q \'" r I r,/.., l' " £7TtOTM"IS eLS afJvl\wva "IKOV0"lS, v'f" "IS av 

a~To7:s 8vop.£v~S t7Tav~Kev tK€tVOS, ~"I¢L'ovTaL 
7Tapa. oV')I')Iev~ lLe ')IvvcUKa eloL6vTa oVAAaf36vTeS 

a The 'nonentity' Jovian is never mentioned by name in 
Libanius, but is bitterly criticized for the disgraceful peace 
of Nisibis (Or. 18.279, 24.9). On this point Libanius is at 
odds with Themistius. 

b Plato, Phaedo SId. His grief was sincere and extreme. 
He was unable to compose for some time (Or. 17.38, Letter 
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throne, and that Annenia, and as much of the rest of 
the Empire as they liked, was in Persian hands. a 

135. My first impulse was to look to my sword, for 
life would be harder to bear than any death. Then I 
bethought me of Plato's maxim,b and that one must 
not seek such relief, and that if I met Julian in the 

'If other world, he would hold me guilty for dying so, 
for he would have no good word to say for a man who 
had not waited for orders from heaven. Moreover I 
felt it my duty to honour the fallen with funeral ora
tions. 

136. Such was the position and such the reason 
for it, when by the will of Fortune I avoided a trap 
set for me. Those people, who had made the most of 
their earlier opportunities but who under Julian 
had been forced to mind their own business, were 
induced by some blackguardc to believe that I had 
done them serious wrong in a letter to Babylon, as a 
result of which Julian on his return would have 
been hostile to them. They decided to kidnap me on 
my way to see a lady, a relative ofmine,d to take me 

111), and resumed declamations only after New Year 
(Letters 116, 123). He composed the Monody in 364 (Letter 
133.6), and the Epitaphios by late 365. 

C Phrynondas was a proverbial scoundrel; cf. Ep. 
1145.3, Kassel-Austin on Aristoph. fro 26, Thesm. 861, 
Paroem. Gr. 1.376. 

d Probably Theodora, widow of Thalassius (1), a Chris
tian whose family he had supported under Julian and 
which had now regained its influence. Libanius was in 
much danger from this attempt; Ep. 1453.1. 
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, ' ''' ,!" Q \ \ '.Q' \ ,f:LS TOV K"17TOV, OV Tas ,.,ovl\as f:,.,OVI\f:VOV, wmya-
I '" ,,'1\ ~'" J..l '''' YOVTf:S KTf:LVaL· Kat yap av uwpa a.,.,uJt 7Tapa TOV 

TO. aK~7TTpa Aap6vTOS Yf:v€aOat. 137. TOtS /L€V 

8' r, '(' \ '" 8' \ ,F 149 "1 "1TOt/LaaTo Ta p07Tal\a, TWV f: TtS TaVTt /Lf:V 
~ 1 '" 8' " '" , 'll \'aWf:tOOTWV TOV f: f:PYov KOLVWVf:tV OVK f:11f:I\OV

, " 8' , , \ , ,I I
TWV, 7TpOS f:/Lf: f: ov /Lal\a OtKf:tWS f:aX"1KOTWV, 

"" II "" I 'J.. I '3', "" T"1S I1f:OV 7Tf:/L7Tova"1S, a.,.,f:KTf:OV f:LVat /LOt TWV 

" "", I r8"'" J.. 8 ' 7Tapa T"1V ywatKa f:Kf:LV"1V 0 wv f:.,.,"1, Kf:p aLVf:LV 
I f' ~'\. '3' '~-" "" \ 8' ,yap, 	0 Tt OE" "1V TO OE"LVOV a7Tat70VVTL, TOVTL f: av 

'll II r I '3' r , , , \
7Tpoaf:I1"1Kf:. l1av/La'::l0va"1S OW WS OV Ta aVTa 

'''' I' I 'J..' '!' ,7TOLOL"1V T"1S ywaLKos, a7Tf:KpLVa/L"1V a.,., wv "1K"1
I 'fl8 ,"'"KOf:LV. KaL "1 tf:pf:WW/Lf:V"1 VOW Tf: f:XOVTa KaTa-
II '" 'J.. ~Q " , i: ' /Lal10vaa TOV .,.,O,.,OV 7Tavaaaa Tf: f:sa7TaTW/Lf:VOVS 

" "i: \, , '" I ,f:7TllVf:af: TOV f:sf:I\O/Lf:VOV aVTll TOLOVTOV /Lvaovs 

, " aL/Lova.T"1V OLKLav 8' 
' ",' I " Q' ,Q 'i: ' 138. Mf:Ta TaVTa TOLVVV av"1p ,.,ap,.,apos f:SWP

r' "', ", \, r, ,yL'::If: 	 TOV KpaTowTa f:7T f:/Lf: Mywv WS ov 7TaVOL

R 94 /L"1v Op"1vwv T~V TOU 7Tf:a6vTOS 7TA"1Y~V. b 8€ 
" \ \ , , \ '" '" 8' '8 ' f:/LMI\f: /Lf:V aTl'OMLlI /Lf. KaKWS LK"1V 0 VV1JS 

7TpaTT6/Lf:vos, o.v~p 8€ TtS Ka7T7Ta86K"1S o.ya06s, 
J.. ", ", 8" " aV/L.,.,OLT"1T"1S f:/LOS, 7Tap f:Kf:LVCfJ f: /Lf:yas, Kat 

! '1\" , " J 'I , , r , I ,
Ttva av f:XOLS, f:f{J7J, ipVX1JlI, ft 0 iurv K~OtTO a,7TO

Oavwv, 'WVTf:S 8€ oi A6YOL 7TfPL~OLTiltf:V [T~V 
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to the garden which was the scene of their plot and 
there to kill me: they would, they were sure, be 
rewarded by the new emperor. 137. They had 
already got their clubs ready, when one ofthe acces
sories to the plot (who had no desire to participate in 
the affair but were not on very intimate terms with 
me) was guided by Fortune to tell me that I should 
refrain from going to see the lady, as it would be to 
my advantage. I inquired what was the trouble, but 
he would tell me nothing further. When the lady 
began to wonder why I did not visit her as before, I 
sent her a reply based on the information I had 
received. She made further inquiries and, finding 

t. 

my fear well founded, she put an end to their plot 
and praised the powers that had preserved her 
home from such pollution. 

138. Next, however, a barbariana tried to rouse 
the emperor against me, asserting that I never 
ceased to bewail the fate of the fallen Julian. The 
emperor was about to slay me in dishonour as pun
ishment for his resentment, but a Cappadocian, a 
good fellow and a schoolmate of mine who had great 
influence with him, exclaimed, 'Now, how would you 
feel, for him to lie slain, while the living words, 

a Unknown, but certainly a military officer. For the 
accusation, cr. Letter 120.6. The Cappadocian was identi
fied with Fortunatianns (cr. Ep. 1425, PLRE 369 (1)) by 
Sievers, p.13l, less probably with Iasion by Won (Autob. 
Schr., p.194). Libanius' writings critical of Jovian were 
unpublished, but were he to be executed, his friends would 
immediately release them. 
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y~V] ot d,1T'1 tKdvov 1TfP~ T~S a~s Yf"ypa/L/L€VOt 
J.. ' , ",., r , '" 8''f'vafWS; ToaaVTat /LfV at TptKvp,tat, ToaaVTat f 

r , ,
aL apwyat. 

T' 8' " , "0\ I ,'t139. a f £1Tt TOVTOtS "IV /LfV I\v/L1TLa Ta 
, r "'" 8'" \ , II ,1Tap 1J/LLV, fTOS £ f/LOL 1TfvT1JKoaTov £71'lrIVp,ta Tf 

'" ,r J.. I '.1. 8'"T1JS 1TaV1JyvpfWS V1TfP'f'V1JS' 1TapaKv.,..as f f1TL 

, '" ",r "'8' '"'tTa 1TpWTa T1JS £OpT1JS fap,wT1JS "IV, OVK apxov

8' '\\\ 8' , '" F 150 TOS 1JaavTos, al\l\a 17'0 aypa 1'01'£ 1TPWTOV 
\\ I , '" '\' (jl II17'01\1\"1 TLS £1TL1T£aOVaa Kat xal\£1T1J 1TVVvaV£a[}at 

'" , I , I r rf " 
TWV fLaWVTWV 1JvayKa~f pW/L1JS Tf 1T£pL KaL 

f "', II \ '" r 8' fl " ,TfXV1JS TWV aUI\1JTWV, "I f wa1T£p £v fKfX£tptaLS 
, 8 \ '" '\', r ' \\f/LLKpOV taI\L1TOVaa 1Tal\l,V 1JKOVTL~f Kat 1TOl\I\aKLS 

r , 140" 8' '" (j ,yf fKaTfpov. . taTpOt f v£vLK1Javat /LfV 
r \ f (j '" 8' (j I " wp,oI\OYOVV, 1Tapf/LVVOVVTO £ /LfTaTLfJ£VTfS a1TO 

'" J.. \ .... , "f '" \f , f
T1JS Kf'f'al\1JS f1T £KfLVOVS TCf l\oyCf T1JV voaov' 

, , " " I '" 8'" (j ,TO yap aVTO 1TOat /LfV KaKOV, T'[J f fa£avat aya
(j , 't 8' " '" J.. \ , , " , lR 95 VOV. "Iv f apa TOVTO 'f'I\VapLa, f1T£t TO yf fK£

\ J..'" "'" , .... IV1JV KaT£LI\1J'f'0S £LX£TO TWV avw Kat ToaoVTOV yf 
" r'8' '" I , J.. \' fla1T£axov Ot 11'0 fS oV1JaaL TL T1JlI K£'f'al\1JV, Wa7'f 
(I ", \ ""', "J,... ,... "...,
wa1Tfp av a1TO TWV fV aVTOLS KaKWV /LOLpav TLva 
,,.. I .1. \' ", I 
fKftaf 1Tf/L.,..aVTfS xal\f1TWT£pa TaK£tV1JS f1TOt1J

" ",.. , ,.. J..' R aav. 141. OVKOVV f1TL TOtS 1fpO TOV 'f'OfJOLS 
, 6 ' , 1',,.. 't " 
fTapaTT /L1JV /LOVOtS, £V ots Kat TOVTO "IV, /L1J T1JV 

1 7TfP'if>oL1'o/EV 1'~V Y7]v VL, F.: d7T' ACP, Martin: U7T' VL, F. 
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which he has written about you, go everywhere?' 
Such was my crisis, such my salvation. 

139. The next event to follow this was the Olym
pia at Antioch, in my fiftieth year. a I was more than 
eager to see it, but after briefly appearing at the 
start of the festival I was held prisoner, not arrested 
by any governor but experiencing then for the first 
time a severe attack of gout, whereby I was forced to 
learn of the strength and skill of the competitors 
only by making inquiries of my visitors. It left 
off for a while-a truce, as it were-and then began 
to make me its target again, a sequence often 
repeated. 140. My doctors confessed themselves 
beaten, but tried to console me with the story that 

: ;- my illness had passed from my head to my feet; 
what was bad for the feet would be good for the 
head. This was, of course, arrant nonsense; my 
migraine remained in possession up above, while 
my gout, so far from relieving it, made it worse by 
transmitting to it, as it were, some part of its own 
affliction.b 141. So now I was harassed not merely 
by my previous nightmares, for example, that a hur-

I 
a Cardinal evidence for his date of birth; see note on §4 

above. He supports the Syriarch Celsus in his search for 
competitors for the games (Epp. 1278-1279, 1399-1400). 
For his health problems at the time cf. Letter 138, Ep. 
1274.4 (of364). 

b Cf. Ep. 1483 (of365) 
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'\ . ( '" r, " .J..' " 
'1TOl\tV TJptv ap'1TaCTaVTfS aVEpOt 'f'EPOVTES EtS TOV 

,f't " •• Q'\ '\\' "8 ,"t " 8UKEavov EfA'/JaI\WCTtv, 0.1\1\ E EtCTa PEV, W av PES, 

" "', , "\ ".J.. 8"Kat TOV TWV a'1TaVTWVTWV 0XI\OV, E'f'VYOV E TO. 

, "'" "8 8' '8 \ ....pECTa TOV aCTTEOS, E EtCTa E /LEYE TJ I\OVTPWV, 

"8 8"! \ , "', ,.., .J.. ' E EtCTa E OtKLas '1TI\TJV TTJS £paVTOV '1TaCTas, V£'f'£

\ 1"'" " '" II\TJS pc:v £'1Tt TO. oppaTa £PXOPEVTJS, TOV '1TV£V

8" , \ \, , .J.. \,
paTos E £ts ptKPOV CTVCTTEI\I\OP£VOV, TTJV K£'f'aI\TJV 

8' , \ , ~ ~ ".... ....'~l I:.F 151 E tl\tYYwv KaTfXOVTWV, oosTJS oc: aEt TOV '1T£CTEt

' f' ( , "8 ", ....CT8at 7rapOVCTTJS, WCTTE £CT'1TEpas '[J 0PEV £'1T aVTCfl 

'T' , 8 \, 11 1
TTJV VXTJV £V K£P £t TO PTJ '1T£'1TTWKc:vat '1TOtOVP£

1'\ ,.... " 1 f' ,
VOt. 142• EV £VTJV £KEtvOtS PETptOV, OTt PTJTf 

, \ , 1 , , '.J..' , ,
TOVS 1\0yOVS PTJTf TOVS VEOVS· E'f'EVYOPEV' aVTo 

R 96 yap 8~ TOVTO ~v ~ '1Tapa~VX~ TO ~s ~8tCTTa '1TEP~ 
- _" , \ - \1 , I ,...

TaVTa '1TOVEtv OLKOt Tf £'1Tt TTJS Kl\tvTJS E'1TL TE TOV 

, 8 ' .... 8 8 \' , 8' '.J..' t 1CTKtP'1TO os EV Tcp t aCTKal\Etcp· TO £ E'f' EKaTf

8.... '1TapaKtv VV£VCTtS, at( 8"E E'1Tt8 'I:.pOV KOptCT TJvat 8' £ts£ts 

, 8 ' , 8 \ 81 .J..I\ , (/ 8' r
EK'1TO WV, aTJ TJS c: 'f'tI\OS '1TPOCTLWV. WCT'1TEP E ot 

'1TEAo.YTJ 8ta~o.AA£tv PE~AOVTfS KaAoVCTt AtOCTKOV

(, t '" " II , I:. '" , \ '" 8'
pOVS, OVTWS TJptV OtKOI1£V EsLOVCTtV f:KaI\OVVTO £Ot 

\ \ , 8 '"','\' , 1
KWI\VTat YEVECT at TWV EV EI\'1TtCTtv aCTXTJPOVWV. 

,r \'8 ,/ , ,l' 1143. Kat 0 KI\V WV OVTOS ETTJ TfTTapa E'1TEKpaT£t, 

\ " (:\", "f'Kat KaTacpEVYW Ot OtKt:1'Oti 1TpOS TOil (TOtp,OV 
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ricane would uproot our city and cast it into the 
sea,a but, gentlemen, I was also afraid of meeting a 
crowd. I avoided the centre of the city, I feared the 
great baths and every house but my own. A cloud 
would descend upon my eyes, my breathing would 
become short, bouts of dizziness would overcome 
me, and I always felt that I was going to fall-so 
much so that in the evening I thanked my lucky 
stars and counted it a blessing that I had not done 
so. 142. I showed one grain of sense in all this, in 
that I did not seek to avoid my studies or my stu
dents. My consolation lay in the fact that such work 
was as pleasant as could be; at home I would lie in 
my bed, in school, upon the couch, but to be carried 
to either was a risky business, declamations were 
out of the question, and friends' visits unwelcome. b 

As travellers, before setting out on a journey over
seas, call upon the Heavenly Twins, so I, on setting 
out from home, used to pray the gods to prevent the 
trouble I expected. 143. For four years I was sub
jected to the buffets of this sea of troubles, but then 
with a servant's aid I sought the aid of that ready 

a Homer Il. 6.345 (and Eustath. ad loc.). Prophecies of 
doom abounded in 364 after the disasters of the previous 
year; cf. Epp. 1127.6, 1134. 

b Cf. Ion of Chios, TrGF fro 56, cited by Pluto de Tranq. 
Anim. 3.466d. 
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, 1 " 'A \ 1 , ..I. 1
aJLVlIftv, TOV JLfyav C1KI\TJ1TtOV, Kat -rpaC1aVTOS 

, \~ '..1. 1 ", al 1
OV Kal\WS a-rfC1TaVat JLf TWV ftWrJOTWV 1TtVW Tf 

'" 1\ ..I. 1 ,1' 1 '8 " ov 1Tal\at -rapJLaKOV, Kat TJV JLfV Tt KfP OS, ov JLTJV 

\" 	 'i: \1\ , 1 '1..1. 8' (8'1TaVTfI\WS yf f~fl\TJl\aTO TO KaKOV. f-rTJ f 0 fOS 

,,, " 8 " 8' "8 1 ( ,Kat TOVTO xaptftC1 at. fyW f '(J ftv JLfV, WS OVK 

, (P' '"', ~ 1 a I r 8'
fVC1f,.,fS a1TtC1Tftv fYYVTJT'(J TOtOVTq>, rJaVJLa~ftv f 

rl ,..." 1 l' I 8'i:"
OJLWS 1TapTJV ft Kat TaVTTJS fLVat 1TOTf o~aLJLt TTJS 

, "i: ,1"" rlQ8 " '"' 
XaptTOS a~tOS. Kat TJV JLfV fTOS f,., OJLOV f1Tt TOtS 

1 \ '" "8 ' 8' , I (a 1F 152 	 1TfVTTJKovTa 1\TJYov TJ TJ, l'ptC1L fVV1TVLOtS 0 rJfOS, 

'" '8 8 I, , '( 1WV TW VO' JLf TJJLfPLVW, JLfpOS OV JLtKpOV fKaC1Tq> 

,... 1 '..1.' " , '"' 
TOV VOC1TJJLaTOS a-r'(Jpft Kat KaTfC1TTJC1fV ftS TOVTO, 

rl, , ..I. '\ 4 r' 8' '"' Qo JLTJ1TOTf a-rfI\OLTO. 1 4. OVTW TJ TOV ,.,aC1t

\ ,t/ '" \ , " '"' rl \
MWS TJKOVTOS TTJV aLyl\TJv TTJV Tf a1TO TWV 01TI\WV 

TTJV a1TO '"' 	 TJXw Tf " R 97 1 Tf " TWV 8'paKovTwv " opyavwv 


r I "8' 'II 8 I I

V1TfJLfLva C1VJLJLtYTJ, JLTJ av tTJYOVJLfVOV 1TPOTf

" \' r, 8'" , '"' \ 1
pOV. Kat OV 1TOI\V VC1TfpOV WpOV aVTq> I\OYOVl 

,'" '~'1' A' 'IIr' a"" IfLC1TJYOV, f q> 1T fOV TJ OTf l' fpya f1TpaTTfV I 
r 8'" Q \, '8' ' ''' r ITJC1 TJvat ,.,aC1LMVS f OKfL. KatTOt TWV JLft~OVWV ·.1·· 

, I 1" ~ la , 8'8 ' ,
yf aVTJKOOS wv fV ""KVrJatS f1Tf f fLKTO fJLfJLfV1r ' 

1 
a Date 367. He had consulted Asclepius at the shrine at .. '.1:.·.:.·. 

Aegae by proxy for some years, Epp. 706-708 by his 
brother (363); Letter 137, Ep. 1300 by Eudaemon (364). 
Health matters allow him to avoid mention of more serious 
crises. 
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protector, the mighty Asclepius. a His message was 
that I had been wrong to give up my usual habits, 
and so I drank the medicine I had drunk long before, 
and there was some improvement, though my 
affliction was not completely removed. Then the god 
declared that he would grant me this favour too. I 
knew that it was not right to disbelieve such a prom· 
ise from him, but I could not but wonder whether I 
should ever be thqught worthy of this boon. How· 
ever, when I had reached the end of my fifty·seventh 
year, by each of three visions, of which two occurred 
in the daytime, the god removed a great part of my 
ailment, and restored me to this condition, in which, 
I trust, I will always remain.b 144. Thus, when 
the emperor came to Antioch, I could stand the glint 
of arms and standards and the raucous blare of 
trumpets, though previously I could not have borne 
even the mention of them. Not long afterwards I 
presented him with an oration, a narration of his 
achievements, from 'which the emperor seemed to 
derive more pleasure than he had done from their 
performance. Yet he remained unacquainted with 
the greater part of it, an account of his feats among 
the Scyths.c Half of it was postponed because of its 

b Summer 371. The final cure comes now, before the 
arrival of Valens in Antioch, 10 Nov. 371 (Malal. 338). For 
such interim pronouncements, cf. §§ 233, 244. 

C The Panegyric on Valena' Gothi~ wars (for which cf. 
Amm. Marc. 27.5) was intended to rival that of Strategius 
in length and importance. He always archaizes by identi
fying Goths with the Scyths of classical literature. 
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a Valentinian was older than V wens and his senior as 
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length, and they who found it better that the 
emperor should not enjoy the true fields of learning 
stopped my declamation at this point. They felt no 
fear if others spoke of this, but such a declamation 
from me scared them to death. For all that, I was, in 
consequence, now known to the emperor. 

145. Fate also helped to enact a law in favour of 
illegitimate offspring. Granted that it may be attri· 
buted to the fortune shared by all who stood in need 
of the law that the senior emperor devised it and 
made it valid by his decree, but that his younger col· 
league, who thoroughly disapproved of it, should yet 
be seen to approve it and ratify it.-this must rightly 
be judged as proper to my own Fortune, since she 
saw that I required the privilege it bestowed. Thus 
she freed me of great and heavy disquiet.-the 
thought that the very same day would bring death 
for me and utter beggary for my son. a 

146. Moreover, with regard to my enemies-and 
let it not be thought that I go counter to Homer's 

Augustus by a month. The law is Codex Theodos. 4.6.4 of 
371, which allowed partial rights of inheritance to illegiti
mates, here interpreted by Libanius as a special dispensa
tion to himself. It was abolished by Theodosius (cf. note on 
§195 below), causing Libanius yet further anxiety. For the 
woman's low status cf. §278 below, Letter 188.5. Her son 
Arrhabius (later Cimon) was born about the end of 355 and 
started his elementary education in 361 (Epp. 625, 678). 
JuHan had intended to grant him a special righ.t of legiti
mate succession (Or. 17.37), and even Jovian had made 
some vague promise (Ep. 1221.6). 
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maxim forbidding boasting over the fallen, a for it is 
in no spirit of gloating that I shall mention this; 
rather my intention is not to leave even this aspect 
of Fortune's favours unmentioned-my enemies, 
then, spared no word or deed or wile against me. 
Some thought it enough to encompass me about 
with slander; some thought it of no avail unless they 
also had me killed; there were others who would 
have enjoyed tying'my dead body to an ox-tail and 
leaving it to be 'dragged over the rocks. Those 
people, then, who had long been at odds with me, 
but who could bring no accusation against me com
patible with the truth, destiny made haste to 
remove, while I remained still and sought no protec
tion, not even that of imprecations, against them. 
What need was there of imprecation, when the all
seeing eye of destiny saw the just and the unjust, 
the guilty and the victim? 147. For most of them, 
before their death, suffered a fate worse than death, 
for decent people, at least-deep disgrace followed 
by a disgraceful end.b One such instance was the 
castration and mutilation of an adulterer by the 
outraged husband. 

a Homer Od. 22.412. This is the sole, and very veiled, 
reference in this part of the work to his perilous position 
under Valens when, as a known pagan and supporter of 
Julian's programmes, he was suspected of sympathizing 
with Procopius' revolt and participating in later conspira
cies. 

h Homer Il. 22.61. 
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148. Another occurrence deserves mention also. 
Although a trivial matter, it is significant. Some of 
you perhaps will regard me as a mere pedant, but I, 
smitten to my very heart, know that my emotion 
arose because of a calamity great indeed. a I had a 
copy of Thucydides' History. Its writing was fine 
and small, and the whole work was so easy to carry 
that I used to do so myself, while my slave followed 
behind: the burden was my pleasure. In it I used to 
read of the war between Athens and Sparta, and 
was affected as perhaps others have been before me. 
Never again could I derive such pleasure from read
ing it in another copy. 149. I was loud in praise of 
my possession, and I had more joy in it than 
Polycrates did in his ring,b but by singing its praises 
so, I invited the attention ofthieves, some of whom I 
caught in the act. The last of them, however, 
started a fire to prevent capture, and so I gave up 
the search but could not but grieve at the loss. In 
fact, all the advantage I could have gained from 
Thucydides began to diminish, since I encountered 
him in different writing and with disappointment. 
150. However, for this discomfort Fortune provided 
the remedy, a tardy one, admittedly, but, none the 
less, the remedy. I kept writing to my friends about 
it, so grieved was I, and I would describe its size and 

a For this episode cf. Norman, "The Book Trade in 
Antioch," JHS 80 (1960), 122. 

b Herod. 3.40 fT. 
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what it was like inside and out, and wonder where it 
was and who had it. Then a student, a fellow citizen 
of mine, who had purchased it, came to read it. The 
teacher of the class set up the cry, 'That's it,' recog
nizing it by its tokens, and came to ask whether he 
was right. So I took it and welcomed it like a long
lost child unexpectedly restored. a I went off rejoic
ing, and both then and now lowe my thanks to For
tune. Let him who likes laugh at me for making a 
mountain out of a mole hill. I have no regard for the 
laughter of boors. 

151. I will now recount the chief reason why I 
should be thought unhappy. Now, if a father is 
unhappy when he has consigned many sons to the 
tomb or followed the biers which bore their bodies to 
the grave,b I too must be accounted unhappy, for my 
pupils who have died were not only many but good. 
Some I have buried myself, others, students from 
abroad, I have sent back to their homes in their 
coffins. 152. As Thrasybulus used to cut off the 
tallest ears of corn,c so did Fortune leave me reft of 
the best of my pupils. It has been the case, right 

a The text of Thucydides takes on the role of a heroine 
of New Comedy, experiencing arson (as in Men. Dysc. 60), 
kidnapping, recognition, restoration. 

b A morbid commonplace (cf. Or. 62.28 f, 62.53, 35.25) 
cloaked with classical allusion (§ 152) to Herod. 5.92 and 
the Nekuia of Homer. 

c Herod. 5.92. 
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b The peroration of the original work reverts to its open- .J 
I 
I 
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from my teaching days in Bithynia up to the present 
, time, that always she spares the second-rate and 

removes those who had made a name for themselves 
or were just beginning to do so. 153. Some per
sons think they have a good case when they ask, 
'What orators has he; turned out for us?' My reply to 
them is that they would see plenty if they went 
down to the underworld; and their deaths have 
inflicted a grievous loss upon the city councils and 
administration, upon the courts of law, since they 
have been deprived of the eloquence which is the 
helpmate of justice, and upon the chairs of rhetoric 
and the seats of judgement. a 

. 154. Moreover, it is also part of my misfortune 
that I sat giving lessons in rhetoric while rhetoric is 
sick, disparaged, and reviled and your hopes are 
pinned on other men.b If you do not know what 
these, hopes are, you would need an instructor. As 
things are, you know well enough those whom you 
count the lucky ones-the men with the money
'and the unlucky ones, too-the men of culture. 
155. So Fortune, assuming a speaking part as 
though in a play, C might retort, 'Though your art has 
met with countless rebuffs, grant me this much, at 

ing theme. The disciplines competing with rhetoric for 
power and prestige are increasingly Latin, law, and the 
secretarial skills required by an inflated civil service; cf. 
Or 62 n""sim Pl'ltit Vio M"roi,.innT", "'''' Q~() #' "tt... -t:__ +A . __ r Q.~ --; - :..,<..;......, • ~- ....... -.. ......... 4'1:'......,..100>, E'fI- vvv ,I."', .&.;IJTUU.lrlkJ""oi:), 


pp.179ff. 

C As in Menander,Aspis. 
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( \' r\ \\~, 't. " ~ 0/Lol\oY1JeratS, E"V 7TOI\I\WV aVTa~toV 7Tap E"/LOV erot 
, 8 6 ' \ ~1I ~ \ , ,yE"VE"er at, T TE" E"ts 7TI\1JUOS 7Tot1Jerat 1\0yOVS TO TE" 

(I 8't. ' 1I , '!' \' (I ,OVTW o~at TOVS 7TOt1JUE"VTas E"tvat KaI\OVS, werT 
,/ r~ , '!' '.J.8 '" 1I " \ ....E"TL \,WVTOS, E"V CfJ Kat 't' OVE"LerUaL avaYK1J, Tas TWV 

f3Lf3Aoypa.¢wv 8E"gL<tS T<tS 7ToAAaS 3Alyas lMyxE"

erOaL To/ 7TA~8E"L TWV tpaerTWV. TOLya.PTOL 7Tav 
, , \, "88' ("E"pyaerT1JptoV I\OYWV KaL Tover E" E"LKVVerLV 0/LOLWS E"V 

7TaL8 ' '8E"VOVTWV' XE"pert.""KaL TOVE"VO/LE"VWV TE" Kat 7TaL 
'!' ." 8 ~ ~ T' , " ....TWV, W av PE"S, owa T'lJ VX'lJ xapLV KaL aLTW "IE" 

7Tap' aVT~S dd ~E"AT{W 7Ta~XE"LV TO. 8E"VTE"pa. 

F 157 156. 'AAAa yap OVK olB' 87TWS /LE" 8LE"¢VY(T1JV 

A'lI " , in '" '" , ,." ('trJE"PLOS TE" KaL '111JerTOS, ~vpWV /LE"V apxwv E"KaTE"
,/ t. 8" '1\ B' \ 8 '" , (I (pas, ap",aVTE"S E" 7TpLV 1J al\E"VTa E"VP 1JKE"LV. ° 

R 104 /Lev o~V ¢wv~S (EAAa.80s Ci.7TE"tpoS ~v, b <t>~erTos, 
, ." 1I , \ \ '(/ " '8'7Tapa7TatWV avupW7TOS, al\l\ op,ws aVTOV ov E" 

'" ,/ 8' 8 " , , \1I' 8' 8 ' TOVTO E"7TE"terE" Lweraer at T1JV apX1Jv, E"I\UWV E" E"t
\ " (( 'Eva \ \ , , '" I\1JS E"teraywv ws E"aVTOV VfJOVI\OV Kat erwwv aVTCfJ 

8t' tP/L1JV(WS 7TterTOV, b 8', 6J/LoA6yE"t T~S l/L~s 
, 8 '" \ .... (/ '!'1I '!', 8/t.E"7Tt V/LE"tV TME"VT1JS, 07TWS aWts ELVat TL O",EtEV. 
, , \ '!' 1\ , "'" in",E',aE7TWI\E"L ow VfJOVI\CfJ TO /LLerE"LV E/LE '111JerTOS 
'!' lI' " 8 (' '!' 8'''''(Iwv Kau EKaerT1JV 1Jer LE 1J/LEpav' 1Jerav E X1JVE"S 

a His declamations were accepted as textbooks in his 
own lifetime; Eunap. V.S. 496. . 
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least: you have had one thing from me which makes 
up for them all, your composition of so many ora
tions and their reputation for excellence, so that 
even in your 'Own lifetime the copyists of your works, 
many though they may be, have yet proved to be too 
few for the number of your admirers. That is bound 
to involve envy. But every school of rhetoric reveals 
that your works are thumbed by pupils and teachers 
alike.'a In this, gentlemen, I am grateful for 
Fortune's favour, and I beg of her that she may ever 
improve my future lot. 

156. Yet somehow or other Aetherius and Festus 
have escaped mention so far.b They were both 
governors of Syria, holding office before Valens 
came to Antioch. The first of them, Festus, was an 
ignoramus who knew no Greek, but not even this 
fact induced him to refuse the office. He arrived, 
and one evening he gave an audience to Eubulus, 
and held a conversation with him by means of a 
trusted interpreter.c Eubulus admitted that he was 
eager for my death, so that he might once again be 
thought to be somebody. Festus, then, made a bar

b The first addition: a recapitulation of events from 
365, previously avoided. For the dating of the governors, 
cf. Downey, Comites Orientis and Consulares Syriae; Nor
man, "Notes on some Consulares of Syria," BZ 51 (1958), 
73 fr. For Festus see PLRE 334 (3); on the identification 
with the historian, Baldwin, Historia 27 (1978), 197-217. 

C His old enemy, Eubulus, reemerges. Like Phas
ganius, he knew no Latin. 
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, " ," r8' ',J. ,
1I'LOVfS fKfWCP Kat otvos 1] vs Kat ..,.,ac1tavot. 

"Q\' " ,r rl8 r rn""157. ff-/M1Tf 'Tf ow ILf OVX WS 1] LO'Ta 0 ~1]O'TOS 

,r , "'" \' ''''' ,
Kat WS 1Tfpt KaKOV TOVS I\oyovs f1T0tEtTO Kat 

r 6 'l:""" \ , IJ , ,
011' O'a E~1]V E1T1\1]TTf. Kat 1T0TE UEaTpov fLEV fLOt 

O'WftAEKTO, AvO'at 8f TOVTO 1TftpWfLfVOS €1Tt yPrlfL

fLaTa ~aO'tAfta TOUS Ka61]fLlVOVS €KrlAEt, tiJs 8~ 
, , "" '\ "'" , 'l: \ "" , r
E1Tt Tcp 'TfMt T1]S avayvWO'EWS E~EI\WV, KaL V1T0

ypa~E£s llfLa 1Tap~O'av ypa~6fLEVot TO. TWV O~K 
, 8 ' , , ", "" tIJR 105 ava1T1] WVTWV ovofLaTa· CPETO yap fLf fLaXEtO'ua TE 

, " './. ' \ IJ "" ,~~" ,Kat OVK E1TtTPf.,.,fW a1TEI\UELV, TO ot" apKEO'fW EtS 

IJ , '''''IJ r , r , " 'l: 1
uavaTOV. EVTaVua ot fLEV V1T avayK1]S E~1JfO'av 

\\' ,J.' " 1 ,
1T01\I\aKtS fLETaC1TpE..,.,0fLfVOt 1TpOS ffLE TE KaL 

\ r IJ' !' 8' 'l:"" " " Ta P1]U1]O'ofLEva, OtS E f~1]V aKOVEW 1]KOVOV, 

IJ "" 8" , r "" " "" 1T0rJOVVTES f T1]V OVX EKovO'av OtXOfLfV1]V fLoLpav. 

" ," ".Q 1 \ "'"158. EfLLO'ft fLEV ow Kat E1TEf-/0Vl\fVf, TOV fLtO'OVS 

8' '5'<::' "" T' 1 rl, '" ,J.I\F 158 E o£Oa T1J vX1J xapw, 1] yE fLE OVK E1T0L1]O'f ..,.,tI\OV 

, 8 ' 8 ' ''''' rl , ,J.IJ'av pt ftO'aVTL fLETa TaVTa VO'TEpOV fL1] ..,.,uaO'1J 

'" ~ r" "'" TOV EKEWOV O'Lo1]pOV 1] vOO'oS a1TEvfYKovO'a TOV 

a Festus summons the curia to hear the reading of an 
imperial letter; refusal to attend would be treasonable, 
and duly punished. This maneuvre removes the cream of 
Liballius' audience from his declamation" 

b Mention of the execution of Maximus, which occurred 
during Festus' proconsulship of Asia in 372/3 (Eunap. (r. 
39, V.S. 480, Amm. Marc. 29.1.42) is here brought forward 
into his governorship of Syria (365/6), to increase the 
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gain with him, that for the price of his daily fare he 
would be my enemy, for Eubulus had plenty of fat 
geese, sweet wine, and pheasants at his disposal. 
157. So Festus did not look very kindly upon me, 
and he began to speak of me as a villain and to cause 
me as much annoyance as he could. On one occa
sion, an audience had mustered to hear me when he 
tried to dissolve it by summoning them to listen to a 
letter from the emperor,a or he would banish them 
at the end of this recital. He posted secretaries 
there to take the names of any who did not immedi
ately rise to their feet, for he thought that I would 
resist and forbid them to leave, and that that would 
be excuse enough for my execution. Then some 
began to go out, forced to do so, turning round again 
and again towards me and what I had to say, while 
those who were able to do so, listened to it, but 
missed the company of those who had made such an 
unwilling departure. 158. So he hated me and 
plotted against me, but I thank Fortune for his 
hatred. At least she kept me from friendship with a 
man who afterwards was on tenterhooks lest Max
imus should die of natural causes before he had the 
chance to murder him.b So the poor deluded fool 

odium. This confuses the chronology. Martyrius, otherI wise unknown, seems to belong to his time as magister 
memoriae, 369-370, before he left court for Ionia. Mar
tjlius seems to have dabbled in black magic, a treasonable 
offence, merely to pick the winner. Mention of this less 
serious matter allows Libanius to avoid direct reference to 
the notorious conspiracy of Theodorus. 
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MIt. r ~\ r , I I \ I 

a£Lpov. ° OE' WS E'VLK1}<1E' TaVT1}V T1}V VtK1}V, 

" r ~, , \', " 
E'yavvvTo ° KaKOOaLpWV, OV P1}V E'PE' yE' L<1XV<1E' , 

~ ~\ \ 'A~ I ,~ I
7TP0<1KWW OE' T1JV Opa<1TE'LaV, Ka£TOL TOVTO yE' 

r, ~\M I II~ \ 'lll
pa7TTWV OLa apTVpWV, L<1WOV TWOS aVt1pW7TOV 

I \ 'll\ ,., , , ~\ " \ \ 
R 106 xaLpovToS pE'V at1I\1}Ta£s apE'p7TTOV OE' aI\I\WS, 

OOKOVVTOS oe Ti{) cp~<1TC{J y61}TOS out. TO 7TP0<1Kii<18aL 

\ ~ 159 \, , \ I
7Tal\aL<1TaLS. • 7TE'PL TOVTOV pOVOS 7TPOS povov

\ B/\ , r " ", ,,.. r ~,I 
TOV aMVTa E'L7TWV, WS E'PE' TE' av E'V aVTC{J P'f0LWS 

fI\\ \ E' I I~" ,
KaL TOV VTP07TLOV E'I\O£, <17TE'VOWV CfJXE'TO E'LS 

'I I , \ \ , I rl 1\ \"
WVLav E'7TL T1}V apX1}v, W<1TE' YE'I\WTa 7TOI\W E'V 

Ti{) OLKa<1T1}plCfJ TOV MapTvpwv 7Tapa<1xiiv OUK 
, I ,.. ~ r ' ll,.. rl t, \ ~ 
E'XOVTWV TWV OLKa~OVTWV pat1E'LV 1}TLS 1} apX1J TCfJ 

TOVTOV ax8~vaLl yevoLTo, TfJs apX~s TOV 7Tpciypa

" I "'" \" '!'ll\TOS E'V <1KOTCfJ yE'yE'V1}PE'V1}S. 'V1}<1TC{J pE'V ow at1I\OV 

~ '" I 1\ , \
T1}S KaKLas E'yE'VE'TO yapos, vm pE'V yW1}, <1VXV1} 

~\ " \,.., 1\ t\" ,/.'"
OE' OV<1La, KaL VVV E'V 7TOM<1W as E'KE'VW<1E' TpV'f''f. 

160. Al6epLos oe T€6v1}KE' pev 7ToAAa. o~ Kat 
1\ I ,~\ \ \ 1 \ \,..

pE'yal\a 1t'P0TE'POV E'7TLOWV KaKa Kat TO TE' l\al\E'LV 

1 " 'Q \ I , ~ \ \ " 
TO TE' aKOVE'W a11'o,.,aI\WiI. ytVE'Tat Ot" Kat auros 

, '\ 1 rl , II I tf 'B II
E'tS E'PE' KaKOS, W<11t'E'p aXt10pE'VOS OTt pE' E'V WV

1 aX9~l!aL Mss., F., Martin: (2Cl'ax9~l!aL conj. Herwerden, 
NOlll1an (1965). 
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rejoiced at gaining this victory, but he did not pre
vail over me-praises be!-despite his attempts to 
do so by means of Martyrius, a Pisidian. This fel
low, for all that he had a weakness for athletes, was 
otherwise of good character, but Festus chose to 
regard him as a dabbler in magic because of his 
craze for the wrestling schools. 159. He had a 
private conversation with Valens about him, telling 
him that he could easily involve both Eutropiusa 

and myself in the business, but then he went off in a 
hurry to Ionia to be governor there. The result was 
that Martyrius caused much laughter in court, for 
the judges could not understand why on earth the 
proceedings against him should ever have been com
menced, since the commencement of the whole 
affair was veiled in mystery. Well, Festus got the 
reward for his villainy-marriage with a young 
bride and a large fortune, and now he rules the roost 
over the cities which he has bled white.b 

160. As for Aetherius,c he died, but not before he 
had seen much misery, losing the powers of speech 
and hearing. He too behaved badly towards me, as 
though he was sorry that he had relied upon me in 

a Eutropius (PLRE 317 (2)), Festus' predecessor as 
magister memoriae and as proconsul Asiae, was embroiled 
in the conspiracy ofTheodorus, but acquitted (Amm. Marc. 
29.1.36). 

b The passage is written before Festus' death on 3 Jan. 
380. 

C Successor to Festus as consularis Syriae, probably 
36617, although mentioned before him in §156. 
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1 'JJ 'a \ , (I 8 1 " , ,
Vt9: 	 1TpOVfJEfJI\1JTO Kat 01TOTE Tt EtGEtEV E1T ffLf 

I,/.. "8'" \ 1 "aKaTf't'fVYf. Tas fLfV 1J fLS TOVS l\Oyovs VfJpfLS 
, ~ \ 1 , l' , Iy 1 

F 159 aVTOV 1Tapal\ft1TTfOV, fV ats fxapL~fTo 1Tavv 

, '8' \ 1 ~ 8" 1fLfV av pt 1TI\OVGt£tl, 1Tatoas f ov KfKT1JfLfV£tl. 

' \ \ , l' " (I "61 11 	 . al\I\ OVTOS yf fGTLV 0 Gr1JGaS fLf fV fLfG£tl 

\ \ " '( I \ \ " 1 l'8' ( 
1TOl\I\WV fLfV 1JVtOXWV, 1TOl\I\WV f t1T1TOKOfLWV, OLS 

," 	 I ~ " '/J 1
Tf fPYOV ava1TfTaVVVVat TOtS apfLaGt Tas rJvpas' 
l' , ,,, , 8" 1\ 1 
WV TOVS fLfV f1Tatf, TOVS f 1J1Tftl\ft KaTaKaVGftv, 

( '8' (I 1 " \ , ',/..'fVOS f TLVOS 1JVtoxOV YfPOVTOSKat 1TI\wpas, f't' 
l' 8' , 'a 1 (\ , "1 	 IR 107 £tl 1J Kat fLfya ffJ01JGfV 0 I\fWS, KaTfTffLvEV ffLOt 

8' 	 '!' 1 , , , , l' '8 ~ ,
f 1JV 1TOVOS OV fLLKpOS fL1J ,TO aLfLa t fLV. KaL 

" , \ ." \,... " '8' , 11TaUTa a1TO 'f'LI\1JS atTLas av pOS f1TOtft fLatvOfLf
' , , q,..., ,,... 

VOV 8fLKVVVTOS T1JV fLavLav Kat TOtS fV aUTTI 

1 " 8' 162 l' '!' ( " ytYVOfLfVOLS TTl tKTI' • OUTOS 1JV 0 KafLf 

\ 1 " (8''''' in. \ ,...Kfl\fVGas ftGayftv, ws 1J T1JS 'Vtl\OUfLfVOU Y01J

1 	 , , , ,"\ " ( 8' "\ '!'
Tftas fV ffLOL TOV fl\fYXOV fXWV' 0 f fl\EYXOS 1JV, 

1 ,,..., ,/.. ,... '\\', \\' 
1TapTlVOVV aVT£tl fL1J GUK0't'aVTftV al\I\ a1T1JI\I\a

/J , ,,, '!' ',/..' l' \ ,
XrJat 1TpaYfLaTWV. KaL TOUTO "lV f't' £tl 1TapfKal\OU

2 ,... 8' '8' '8 ' 8' " ',/..'fL"lV' T£tl f OU fV f OKft ftvOV ffLf f't' 
" " , \/J' (I " \ ,

OUTWS aV01JTOLS fLGfl\rJOVTa fGTaVat. Kat fyW fLfV 

", '\" '8 I (I , 1 ,...
fr:.Tlftv fl\fWV TOV LKaGT1JV, 01TOGOV a1TfXWV vov 

cLld.,!!!) ~~tov, TWV 8~ ~tAwv 1ToAAot GVV(PPfOV 

1 Ka2ACVL, Re., Martin: Kctv P, F., Norman (1965). 
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Bithynia and had recourse to me whenever he was 
at all afraid. I must leave aside his insults to my 
oratory-insults by means of which he tried to 
curry favour: with a rich man who had no children. 
161. But it was he who set me in the middle of a 
crowd of drivers, grooms, and starters, whom he used 
either to beat or to threaten to burn alive. One old 
driver he lashed about the ribs, and the populace set 
up a loud outcry, while it was all I could do to avoid 
the sight of blood. And all this was due to the base
less charges of a madman who revealed his mad
ness even in the actual course of the trial. 162. It 
was he who haled me into court, thinking to find in 
me the proof of the charge of magic brought against 
Philumenus.a And his proof? Why, that I advised 
him not to concoct slanderous charges, but to keep 
out of trouble: and that was the only reason for his 
summons to me. He thought it nothing out of the 
way that I should be fetched into court and stood up 
there for such a stupid purpose. I left the court 
room, pitying the governor for the perversity with 
which he saw fit to govern, while many of my friends 

a Assistant teacher to Libanius in 363; cr. Ep. 1355. 
Petit (note ad loe.) canvasses the possibility that this accu
sation belongs to 371, but Libanius would not have got off 
so easily then (cf. §l72 below). 

2 ~ 1TBpEI<B'Ao6p:TJv Re. (Anim.), Martin: --oVp,fV Mss. exc. 
Par. 3016: cfnrfP (I<B'A06p:TJv Par. 3016, F., Norman (1965). 
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aAAOS aAAo n 7TpOS 7Tapa/Lv8{av ~I1Kf:/Ll.tfvoS. 
, f 8' '8' "8 '"' 8 ''"' f7TOWVV f: OV f:V aVTOVS f:tl1 at TOVTWVt TWV 

f 	 fl " ,
I1Kf:/L/LaTWV. OVTWS OVK f:Tf:TPW/L1)V. 

163. tVL8~AtoS 8e ~V /Lev tV~I1TOV 7TOAlT1)S, 

" " 8 "8" '"' '"' a \ , ayptOS av PW7TOS, apX1) f: avnp TWV ,..,al1tl\f:WS 

, \ '"' 8 ' "I.. \' 8' , , E"F 160 	 f:7TL/Lf:I\f:LI1 at XP1)/LaTwv, 't'LI\La f: 7TpOS TOV v-

a \ ',,1..' 'l' \ '"' mol " fR 108 ,..,OVI\OV a't' WV7Tf:p Kat Tq? '¥1)I1TCJt. f:XWV TOtVVV 

" 8' , \\'"' 8' 1 \aVTOV 7Tf:t 0/Lf:VOV f:K 7TOI\I\WV wpWV Tf: Kat I1V/L

, '"" , " \ .a '\ 8'7TOl1tWV Ktvf:tTaL f:7T f:/Lf: Kat I1VVf:,..,OVMVf: tK1)V 

\ f \ a" \ 8' \' " , \I\oyov l\a,..,f:LV. TOV f: I\oyov, TOV Tvpavvov /Lf:V 

'"' 8' f:/LOL Tq?f:YKW/LWV," yf:ypa't'',,1..8at, Kf:LI16aL f: 7Tap '" '"' 
"I.. '"' ( '"' 8' 8' ( '"' (\ '"'l'I1vyypa't'f:L. fXfl1TOV f: f:tvat t V7T1)Pf:TWVf:Mtv'

"8 I:. 1", , \ \ 't ,164• f: 06f:V OVV f:Kf:tvCJt Kal\I\toV f:tvat TOV I1Tpa

'" '"' \a" \\"'''1:.TTjyOV 	 f:7Tl TOVTO 7TpO(Jl\a,..,f:tv, 7TOI\I\OV /Lf:V a6tov 

\ '"" 	 \ \ " 8' " , " 1OVl\tavCJt Yf:VO/Lf:VOV, 7TOI\I\OV f: OVTa TOTf: TCJt 

Bd.Af:Vn, ~O~f:POV /Lev 7TOAf:/L{OtS, ~O~f:pOV 8e TWV 

OtKftWV " Tots '"' KaKotS,"'8at OV/Lf:VOV ' 8'f: ,,1..'Kat\ 110't',av Kat, 

A6yovs, A6yov 8E- ~v 110~WV I1vvovl1[atS O~K a,7T0

'"' '8" '"' '''"I.. , l'POVVTa.· TOVTt f: aVTCJt 7Tapa T1)S 't'VI1f:WS 1)v. 

'l' (A " "f '8'165. OVTOS 0 OV7TLKtvOS aVTOV JLf:V /Lf: OV f:7TW

18wpwI/ Mss. exc. Vat. 939, Martin: 86p'ITwl/ Vat. 939, 
edd. 

a PLRE 337 dates Fidelius from 365 to 370. Mention of 
Lupicinus and his consulship seems to point him to late 
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flocked round me to console me with all kinds of 
reflections. But I ensured that they had no need of 
them, and so it was that I came to no harm. 

163. Then there was Fidelius. a He was a fellow 
citizen of Festus and a brute of a man, and he held 
the post of imperial finance officer. He struck up a 
friendship with Eubulus for the same reason as 
Festus had done. Eubulus dined him and wined 
him and got him under his thumb, and then set him 
upon me, counselling him to have me punished for a 
speech of mine. This speech, a panegyric upon the 
usurper Procopius, had, according to him, been com· 
posed by me and remained in the possession of the 
composer-me. It was the easiest thing for him to 
lay his hands on it through his agents. 164. So 
Fidelius decided that it would be better to bring the 
military commander into the plot. He had served 
with distinction under Julian, as he did under 
Valens at this time, for he was a terror both to the 
enemy and to the wrongdoers among his own 
people: he revered wisdom and eloquence, and was 
never at loss in the company of the wise--such was 
his natural gift. 165. This man, Lupicinus, b had 

366/367. Libanius (§165) denies that he composed any 
panegyric on Procopius, but the company he had kept 
made him suspect. Significantly, his correspondence of 
363/5 is in disorder and then ceases; see Intro, "Libanius 
and His Letters." 

b Magister equitum under Julian in Gaul and Britain, 
and under Valens against Procopius. Consul 367. PLRE 
520 (6). 
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,~ 1 \ ~\ " \ \'".J.. 1 
7TOTE toWV, 7Tapa 'f1JfL1JS OE' lawS TWOS 7TE'Pl E'fLOV 

~_l:' ,\, '!' " '!'.J..\I 
Tl CXf.afLE'VOS 7TpOS fLE'V TOV E'l7TE" al'Ya, W 'flI\O

\' (" " ( I 8 ' ./. IT1JS, Kal E'V 1JfLW TaVTa taTaa W. fLE'Ta7TE'fL't'a

~ \ " "l .J.. " , , \1 \fLE'VOS OE' E'fLE' 7TOlE'tTa TE' 'ftI\OV KaL E'7Ta'Y'YE'I\I\E'W 
" ~ I ,~!t' 1 \ \"

E't TOV OE'OLfL1JV E'otoOV 7TapE'Kal\E't TE' TOVS TWV 

R 109 ~8wv TOtlTOVS KaTa'YE'AwVTas, TOVS TOt) O~pavtovl 
" '.J..I C'\ '\1 1 , \

KI\1JPOVXOVS, a'fE'VTas a al\a~OVE'VOVTaL TafLa 

1\" ("8 ,,' " (~1Jl\OVVTas opaa aL. TOLaVTa fLE'V aVE'aE'taE'V 0 
~ 1 "~\,, 1 '(
oaLfLwv, TOtaVTa OE' Kat E'K()LfLLaE'V, OVX WS 7TE'7T

1 ,,~ 1 , 1 , \ '\' r' " F 161 7TOL1JfLE'VOV fLOL TOLOVOE' TWOS I\O'YOV, al\l\ OTt T1JS 

1 1 ( \ ~ "" ~ 1 '\ ",Q '1\
7TpWT1JS 7TE'Lpas afLapTWV 0 'llto1JI\LOS 7TpoV,.,aLVE'V av 

~7TL~OVAE'tlWV ~WS ~P'YOV TtlXOL. 166. b7T~P'E' 8~ 
" './. 8 \ , t 81 " 8fLOt 	 KaL afLE'L't'aa aL TOV OVX V7Tax E'VTa av PW

\ \ \ '" " ~ ') A \ 

7TOV' 7Tapa fLE'V 'Yap TOV KpaTovvTos "IV aVTC.f1 TO 

, t 1 '!' " .... ~\. < > 'A.. 1E'V V7TaTotS E'tvat, 7Tap E'fLOV cx . • • . J.l.fJXE'

\ 2 \' 1 " '\ '\ " '\ 1 \ ~ \
I\aos. Kat E'TtfLwfL1JV al\l\otS TE' OVK Ol\t'YOtS Kat 0"1 

\ "8 ~.... , \8 \ t '\ "\R 110 Kat <P1J "I OE'tV E'I\ WV WS E'fLE' 7TpOaE't7TE'W 7TaT1Jp 

1 " " , \ '!' C'\, ,., "" 
'YLVOfLE'VOS T1JS TtfL1JS, ov 'Yap "IV OV E'fLLfLE'LTO, al\l\ 

, \ ,., '8' .J..8 1 ,~ - '8 3f/
E''YW 	 TOVTO aLa avofLE'vos 'f aaas E'cx1J "IV E'V Tt, 

" 8 ,., \' \ ~\ \ ,
7TpOE'I\E'a aL fLE'LVaL TOV 'YE'pOVTa, TOV OE' XP1J VOfLL

10upavtov Mss., Re., Martin: oupavov conj. Wyttenbach, 
F., Nonnan (1965). 

2 Post Be lacunam indo VL Par. 3016, Re., Martin. 
3 Post 'Tt lacunam indo Martin. 
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never seen me, but he had perhaps heard some 
report about me, for he replied, 'Hush, my friend. 
Don't let this go any further than me.' Then he sent 
for me, made me his friend and offered to provide 
any service I required, and he called upon those per
sons who make mock of our temples, these fee
holders of god above,a to cease their vaunting and to 
look on me in emulation. Such were the storms 
which destiny conjured up and laid to rest-not that 
I had ever composed a speech of that sort, but 
Fidelius, after an initial failure, might have contin
ued his plots until he attained his object. 166. I 
was able to make some return to Lupicinus too for 
not being led by .the nose, since, although his 
appointment as consul depended upon the emperor, 
he depended upon me < ... > Archelaus.b From 
Archelaus I received many tokens of esteem; in fact, 
he felt that he should visit me for an interview as a 
mark of such esteem-an unprecedented course for 
him to take-but I got wind of it and forestalled it by 
simply requesting the old man to stay where he was. 
His nephew, however, I must admit was my visitor. 

a Obscure and textually suspect. Martin (note ad loc., 
p. 255) pertinently distinguishes K>"1Jpo'frxOt, the Christian 
clergy, from K>"1Jpo,,6p,Ot, Christians en masse. 

b Obscure and lacunose. For the visit of the Archelai cf. 
Or. 2.9 (written within a year or two of this passage). The 
uncle had held office in the East under Constantius, the 
nephew was comes sacrarum largitionum at the time of the 
visit, which is thus to be dated to 369. 
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'fLV ?J.¢iix6aL. 167. IIpoTaO'LOv tV€7rA1]O'av P,lV 
,.. 	 ",.. \ I "~ , ,~, , \ I

TWV KaT fp,oV I\oywv avopfS fV OVOfVL p'fV 1\0Yo/ 
", I~" ,, 	 ""11TpOTfpOV OVTfS, KT1]O'ap,fVOL Of LO'XVV fK T1]S OV-

ALavov 	 O'~ay~s. O~TOL TOVTOV t~6~ovv cbs 
" ""t. ", \, ,..aUIXLO'Ta av ape:.fLfv fL P,1] a1Tfl\aVVOL p'f TWV 

R 111 	 6vpwv, Kat 1Tape'fveav O~ TWV tK T~S O'vp,p,oplas 
,,.. I 1 '" ,KOLVWVOV T1]S 1TopfLas T1]p1]O'OVTa fV fKfLVo/ TOV 

,J"IQ " , '!' r ,. 1 1
'f'O,..,OV. 	 lJfL p'fV OVV· WS 1TOL1]O'WV p'f P,tKpOV, VoO'ep 

8£ 1TLf'6p,£vos t~a8L'fV a~eop,fV1]S Tn 1TOpflrr T~S 
1 'T, " 	 ,\VOO'OV. Kat 1]Kf yf fLS T1]V KaTaYWY1]V VVKTOS 
,~, ~ , ,.., """ OVOfVOS TWV fV Tep Vop,ep TVXWV, OV yap fta TO 

~ 168 r~' \ \ ~ " , ~ IVOO'fLV. • WS Of 1TOI\I\WV LOVTWV aVTep p,OVOS 
, \, \' \, Z' 1\a1TML1TOp,1]V, I\fyfL 1TpOS TOV 1]vwva, ep l' p,aI\LO'Ta 

F 162 	 tXP~TO, TOVS KaT' tp,ov A6yovs tefA1]Afyx8aL TOtS 
" ,\ ~'\' , \,.. \,'fpyOLS. 	 TOV yap 01] I\fyop,evov fVOXI\fLV TOVS ap

r, ,r ~\ " ,..
XovTas 1]KLO'Ta 1TpOO'LfVat. 0 O€ KaL 1Tavv TaVTa 
, \ 'r " ,J" ", 1 ,.. \ \ ",
el\1Tt~fLV €'f'1]' ov yap L€Vat p,al\l\ov 1Tap aVTOVS 
" ", 'r Ll , \ , ,..,1] Kat TovvaVTLOV' xapt~€O'uat P,€V yap TaVTlJ TOtS 
, ,.. ,~", ,.., ,~, " Ll
epWO'L' 	 TOVS O€ OVK €pWVTas OVO€ f1TLO'TaO'uaL. 

, ," ~~ \ ~,,!,' I " R 112 	 Tavn P,€V 1]KOVO'€, o1]I\OS oe 1]v anp,aO'wv, ov P,1]v 
" ,1. 1 t Ll /€1T€TP€'f'€ y€ 0 uavaTos. 

rfT:'l 	 II 1 1 " , r ~ Ll'169. n.T~pOS pOTaO'LOS TO. ')I€ 1TpOS €/U pCf:O'u 

a Consularis Syriae, Christian, otherwise unknown. He 
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167. As for Protasius, a he had his ears filled with 
accounts of my misdeeds by men who had been of no 
account in time past, but who had gained influence 
as a result of Julian's murder. They sent him into a 
panic, asserting that he would be a really bad gover
nor if he did not bar his doors to me, and they 
appointed one of the members of their clique to 
accompany him on his journey here and to keep his 
panic alive within him. So he made his way here to 
bring me down, but, as he came, he fell ill and his 
illness increased with his journey. He reached his 
headquarters one night, with no formalities of wel
come because of his illness. 168. Since he had 
many visitors and I was the only absentee, he 
remarked to his close friend Zenob that the worth of 
the assertions made against me had been shown by 
the facts: I, who had a name for annoying the gover
nors, would never show my face at his audiences. 
Zeno's reply was that he was not a bit surprised, for 
it was not my way to visit them any more than 
theirs to visit me: only to my well-wishers did I pay 
such a compliment, and those who did not wish me 
well I ignored completely. He listened to this but 
still was clearly bent on my disgrace, but death 
forestalled him. 

169. His successorc was, in his attitude to me, 

evidently entered office before the arrival of Valens' court 
in Antioch in 371. 

b Otherwise unknown. 
C A Christian consularis, name unknown. 
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'l' 'l' rl 8 I \ " ''l' '>!'
OVTOS "'lK~lI, os Ka app..aa t p..~11 aVll"'llI, 7Tap WlI 0 

" \' I 8 "Q " \all Tt Kat ~p..all all~lI, ajJQ,TOll ~7TOL~t T"'llI KaTayw
1 \ " \ r " '\ '>!' , 1 '>!

Y"'llI. Kat ~~TO p..~11 ~"'lp..tOVll, ~yw O~ ~K~poaLllOll. 
\ \" \ \ '\ \ \1 "\ r

Kat Kl\"'latll p..~11 T"'llI ~7Tt TOVS I\oyovs "'l1\7Tt~~lI, 

, \ '>! \ " \ \ r 1 '>! '>! 1 '\ r, , 
~yw O~ al\l\ovs ~LaTtWlI otoaaKWlI aVTOll OTt OV 
\1 ,,, '>! 1 r ,>!\ ,,'>! 1 \ 
I\tall aVTOV O~OLp.."'llI. 0 O~ ~O~L TOVTOtS y~ T"'llI 

'>! 1 ,,'>! I::. '>! \ " 1 I 'l'
Kapotall, ~o~ts~ O~ ~11 TLlIt KaT"'lyoptCf lI~OLlI' OLll 

'>! 1 " ''>!! '8 " '>!I r '>!'>. \
0~01l, ~t7T~p "'lOLKOVll, ~7TL ~LlIaL OLK"'llI, 0 0«: TO 

'>! '>! 1 \ , 1 "8 'rl ,
otoaaKal\WlI ~aaY"'llI~v~lI ~ 1I0S OVX a7TaCJtll ~yKa-
\" '\\' rl ,,., \ 1 ,,., \ 
I\WlI, 0.1\1\ 07TWS ~11 TW 7TallTt KPV7TTOLTO aVTW TO. 

\ " 170 \ \ \ 117TpOS ~p..~. . Kat TW p..~11 lI~W yvp..lIW T~ 

" , 1 \ \ 1 '8"'laT"'llI Kat p..~TfWpW 7TpOS 7TI\"'lyas, 7Tap~Ka "'lTO 
,>!I '0\1 "'>!",,' 1 ''>! 
o~ TtS I\Vp..7TWS. TOV o~ OV p..~T~LXOll ~yw, "'lOL

" '>!\ r 1 r '>!' rl '>! 1 I::. \ 1
KftTO Of 0 1I0p..OS. 0 0 OVTW O"'l TL SVll~TOS "'llI, 

rl l' ',,1.8'1::. \ ,,' 1\WaTf OLS ~'t' ~ysaTo p.."'l p..aaTtyoVll ~KfKWI\VTO. 

"I. 6 '>!" 8 1 ,r 1 '"'t'P lI"'lp..a O~ TO paaos Kat TJ.yOvp..~1I0S Kat ollop..a

'WlI 87TAa illlTapap..fllOS TEi> aTpaT"'lyEi> YllwlIa[ Tf 

r \, 1 8 \ \ "1 \R 113 aVTOll "'llIaYKaa "'l Ka, aVll€aTal\p..fllos fKftTO, KaL 
......, I ( ......, ') ,... I 

TOVTO OL T"'lS apx"'lS 7T~pas. 
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just another such. He associated with the scum of 
the earth, but made his headquarters out of bounds 
to everyone from whom he might have learned 
something. He thought to do me harm, but it was 
clear profit for me. He used to expect an invitation 
to my declamations, but I reserved this feast for 
others and gave him to understand that I had no 
great need of him. At this his anger swelled, and he 
displayed it in charges made against a couple of stu
dents. If they were guilty, he should have punished 
them both, but instead he cast his net over the 
whole teaching profession, not with any accusation 
to level against the whole body, but, by actions 
which affected them all, seeking to conceal his per
sonal hostility towards me. 170. The two lads 
were stripped and hoisted up for the flogging, while 
a man named Olympiusa was in attendance. I was 
not acquainted with him, but the law was being 
flouted. Olympius showed such sound sense that, 
because of his outcries, the governor was prevented 
from carrying out the flogging, but, proceeding to 
regard and describe his outrageous conduct as 
sound policy, he took up the cudgels against the mil
itary commander, was forced to his senses, and 
reduced to eating humble pie. And that was the end 
of him. 

a An asseS80r to the consularis, otherwise unknown, 
bui ceriainiy not (a8 in PLRE 643) Olympius (3). The 
general is likewise unknown, perhaps still Lupicinu8, but 
more probably Julius (2); cr. Or. 2.9. 

237 



LIBANIUS 

'A\\'" 8' , \ B/\171. 1\1\ f11'aVf.LIU 1] 11'pOS TOV al\fVTa • 

t\ "8 I:. \ '" '"' I ,F 163 ov f. fLIj,f. fLf.V XP1]GTOV TO fL1] Tl.f! Tvpavvl.f! TOVS 

'"' I J..{'\' '"" \ ,t
TOV Tvpavvov -r I\OVS f11'a11'0KTfLVaL' f11'f.L KaL ° 
'A 8 I ''"' J.. 1\ .ll I tl I '"' \ \V POVLKOV TOVfLoV -rtI\OV 17aVaTOS fPLOV fLal\I\OV 

8 ' '"' '\ I " "'"' 'tT1]S al\W11'fKOS fPYOV 1] TOV 11'apaKpOVG fVTOS 1]V. 

, J.. 1\ 8' '"' I ,,., 8 11'
aG-ral\fLaV f T1]S 11'PCfOT1]TOS fWV1]G at VOfLL':!WV 
l' (I \ I m 8 I I , rl , ...,

f.VPf.V f.TfPOV I\OXOV, 'Vt OVGTLOV Tf. Kat OVS f.KfLVOS 

" ,,' , " '8'f11'aVfGT1]Gf Tl.f! GK1]1TTpl.f!, KaL fXWPf.L fLfV La 

'"' '8 ' t Q \, , " ITWV 1] LK1]KOTWV ° ,.,aGLI\fVS T1]V apX1]v, 11'POGfTL

.ll 8' \,.... '8' ", ,17f.TO f TLS Kat TWV OV fV TOLOVTOV f11'LGTafLf.VWV. 

I (f' .ll' (I '8 I ,.... I 
fLavTLS Tf. a11'as fX17POS OTl.f! Tf. f. f1]Gf T1]S Tf.XV1]S 

8t8aGKf.G' 8'at TL 11'fpt TWV '8'tWV TWV,.... ' '"'''"' t aVTOV 11'apa, 
,.... .ll,.... Q \' \" 8' '8'TWV 17f.WV ,.,oVI\OfLfVl.f!· xal\f.11'0V yap 1] f. OKf.t 

't , , , 'f , " '"' 
f.tvat 11'apOVTOS fLaVTf.WS fL1] av TLva Kat f11'L TOts 

'1' '.ll '"" 8' 172 ' , ,R 114 fLfL':!OGt xp1]GaGUaL Tl.f! av pL. . T1]V f.Kf.LVOV 

' t ,t J.. I \ Q' " ,8f. 0PfL1]V Ot GVK0-raVTat l\a,.,OVTfS 11'aVTa f.KVKWV 

,\, " 8't. 't \ '"' B'f.11'L 11'aVTas LOVTf.S. oba Tf. 1]V 11'apa Tl.f! 0.-

Af.VTt, ~86vov T~V 86,av 11'f.11'0t1]KOTOS, 11'c1.VTWS 

a Second recapitulation ofthe events of 365-371, recog
nised by Petit as beginning another addition. Libanius' 
assessment of Val ens' repression of the revolt of Pro copius 
as clement both here and in Or. 19.15 ff, 20.25 f, while akin 
to Themistius Or. 7, is flatly contradicted by pagans and 
Christians alike; cf. Zos. 4.8.5, Amm. Marc. 26.10.6, Soer. 
H.E.4.5. 
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171. But to returna to Valens-the fact that, 
after Procopius' death, he did not execute Procopius' 
friends too argued that he was a decent person. The 
execution of my friend Andronicus was more the 
work of that sly fox Hierius than of the emperor 
whom he deceived. b Yet just when he thought that, 
by his clemency, he had bought himself security, he 
found more treason in Fidustius and those whom he 
roused to conspire against the throne. C So the 
emperor proceeded at first against the culprits, but 
there were added to the list names of men com
pletely innocent of such a crime. Every soothsayer 
was his foe: so was any who, in his desire to learn 
from heaven something of his own fortunes, had 
recourse to this art, for it was hard to believe 
that, with a soothsayer handy, his services would 
not be employed on matters of greater moment. 
172. This tendency of his the informers fastened 
upon, attacking everyone and setting everything in 
turmoil. Valens had an idea, and my enemies had 

b For Andronicus, Or. 62.56, PLRE 64 (3). For Hierius, 
PLRE 430 (3). In 360 Libanius had introduced Hierius to 
Andronicus, Letter 67. 

C A direct leap from the revolt of Procopius, 365-366; to 
the so-called conspiracy of Theodorus in 371, which 
resulted in an official reign of terror (Amm. Marc. 29.1 ro. 
Ammianus confirms Fidustius' prominent part in the 
affair, and similarly the roles of Irenaeus and Pergamius 
(§§ 172, 176). 
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')\ ,"\ I ,.. I I ,.. r ,8' r 
av E'ts E'I\E'YXOV fLE' '1TE'aE'W t E'VOS yE' TOV TWV V'1TO 

, a ! ,! \ I 8'" ,
T1]V ,.,aaavov ayofLE'Vwv. I\E'YE'Tat E' Kat aVTOS 

, ILl' E' ,.. , ,.. ,.., a \ I 
E'pE'auat TOV tp1]vatOV E't fLE'TE'tXOV TOV E''TTt,.,OVI\fV-

Ll I , ,.."
fLaTOS, uavfLaaat TE' ov f.LE'TaaxE'W aKovaas. 

' ,.., ~ , tl ,173. Kat fLaVTtK17 fLE'V owa xaptv, 1] fLot T1]V 
J.. \" ! , tl 

KE'..,.,al\1]v E'V '1TpCfOTE'pOtS KaTE'aT1]aE'V, OT'f' TE' XP1]

! , tl \ J.. I r \ J.. \ \ 8' '!\ 
aTE'OV Kat OT'f' fL1] ..,.,pa':J0vaa, T1]V KE'..,.,al\1]v av 

, 1 r 8! " ,.., \ \1 
a'1TE'TE'fLvofL1]V, ws E'WOTE'pOV OV TOV a'1TOI\WI\E'vat 

\ 1 ,.. Ll 1'1 l' '\' 'A8 \F 164 	 TO TavT17 aE'awalJat, 17 TtS 1]KE'V E''1Tt TOV E'I\
J.. 1 t\ Ll,.. ! 'J..\! r ,..
..,.,E'LOV, 	 os IJE'LOV fLE'V Tt T1]V ..,.,tl\tav 1]YE'tTO, KapTE'

,.. ~~ , , 1 ''3' ,r \ 1 , 

PE'W ~ '1TpOS avaYKas OVK E'tXE' Kat wfLol\OYE't yE' 

,... 	 ,r \ ,.. " 174 '~-'" TOt TOVTO Kat OfLOI\OYWV 17aXVVE'TO. • E'~tTO 

'3' r,... ,,.. r,.. ,,.. T' \ 
OVV 1]fLWV atTE'tv aVT'f' '1Tapa T1]S VX1]S TOV 

Ll' l' \\,.. 'l:: 'J.. ''''\Ll r \R 115 	 lJaVaTOV, OLOt '1TOl\l\otS E'f,at..,.,v1]S E''1T1]I\IJOV. Ot fLE'V 

8' "\ \ , " " 8' r ,.. 8 ,..1] al\l\ot '1TaVTE'S E'VXOVTO, E'fLot E' 1] TWV E'tvWV 
'\ ,1' l' \ , ,,.. 'J.. I 
E'1\'1TtS 	 1]TTOV E'tvat KaKOV TOtaVT1]S E'VX1]S E'..,.,at

,.. I '8 ' r ~~ \ , I
VE'TO. atY17 TOWVV E' aKpVOV. 0 ~ I\OVaafLE'VOS TE' 

, 8 ! tf r,.., Ll I 8! 
Kat E't'1Tv1]aas V'1TVOV TE' ofLov Kat lJavaTOV E'XE'

tl tl . .Ll r ,.., ,.. "" 
Tat, waTE' E'WlJE'V 1]fLE'tS fLE'V '1Tap1]fLE'v E''1Tt T1]V E'K
J.. ! , ~, ,.. a \, I r , ,.. 
..,.,opav, E'K OE' TWV ,.,aaLI\E'tWV TtVE'S, WS E'KE'tvOV 

8 I r 8' , '8 J.. I ,..,
1]aOVTE'S. 0 E' aVTOVS tE''1TE'..,.,E'VYE't '1TT1]V'f' TaXE't. 

<- • ~. tI,. K lI.T (1 Q~~' 
1 il TLS conJ. Norman: "l 'TLS lUSS., J.~orman \.L "vv" corrup

tum indic. F: £1 'TLS conj. Schmidt, Martin. 
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fostered it, that I would certainly be implicated by 
the statements of one of those subjected to examina· 
tion. It is said that he personally asked Irenaeus 
whether I was party to the plot and was surprised to 
hear that I was not.a 173. I am grateful to the 
soothsayer's art for relieving the suffering of my 
head and for telling me which course to adopt and 
which not, but I was in fair way to losing my head 
altogether, for it was more dangerous to have been 
preserved by its help than to have succumbed, as in 
the attack upo:p. Adelphius.b He regarded friend· 
ship as something sacred, but could not steel him
self against torture, as he admitted and was 
ashamed of his admission. 174. Thus he begged 
us to pray fortune for his death-such a death as 
suddenly befalls many a man. All the others offered 
up this prayer, but for me such a terrible prospect 
was less of an evil than this prayer, and so I silently 
wept. He bathed, dined, and welcomed sleep and, 
with it, death: and next day, at dawn, we were 
attending his funeral when people from the palace 
arrived to arrest him, but he had escaped them on 

a A persistent tradition has Libanius participating in 
similar practices of divination (aA~wropoJLall'rda, Zonar. 
13.16, Cedren. 548, PO 121.597), so that Valens' question 
to Irenaeus becomes more pointed. The dangers of employ
ing such practices for private purposes were great; cf. 
§177, Amm. Marc. 29.2.26. 

b Adelphius is otherwise unknown. The statements he 
would make under examination by torture would serve to 
incriminate his friend Libanius, the real suspect. 
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II 1 " t' '\ "" "" \175. a1Tt7IrJTJpwV TOtVVV E'b E'1TLaTOI\WV, TWV JlE'V 
" "" ,r 1 ,., c:.-\' \ , ,I \ \ 

1Tap E'JLou 1TpOS E'TE'pOUS, TWV OE' E'JLot 1Tap al\l\wv 
, ,,/.. 1 , T , c:.- 1 \ 'c:.- , \ a \ c:.-' 
a'f'LYJLE'VWV, E'V aLS aOLKLa JLE'V OUOE'JLLa, l\a",aL 0 

" " . ,,/..' , 8 ' 'c:.-\av E'YE'VOVTO aUK0'f'avTaLS av PW1TOLS, TaUTas oTJ 
\ '''/'' \ '\ , ,., ,,.,\ r T'

Tas a'f'0pJLas JLal\a E'U1TE'TWS aVE'LI\E'V TJ uXTJ, 
rl', , \'!' , " 
WaTE' E'V JLUpLOLS ypaJLJLaaL JLTJ E'LVaL ypaJLJLa E'JLov. 

176. T~s a~T~S 8E'OV Kat TO 1TE'pt IIE'pyaJLLOv 
\\ \ "" c:.-,., ,." \1 ,

1TOI\U 1TpO TWVOE' TWV KaKWV fYKal\E'aaVTa Tt, 
,I. ,.,c:.- ," c:.- \ , c:.- "" 8 ,., c:.- \ ,
'fE'UOOS JLE'V, CPE'TO OE' TJOLKTJa at. TOUTO OTJ 1TE'Laas 

r \ , 8 \ '!' , c:.-\ , '!' "'t \ '\ ,
aUTOV E'X pOS TJV. E'L OE' OUK TJV, Kav E'bE'l\aI\TJaE' Tt 

,., " " r' \ \ A' t ' c:.-\R 116 TWV OLaOVTWV E'JLOt ~TJJLLaV. Kat TTJV UbE'VTLOU OE' 

1TE'pt TOVTWV 1TPOS JLE' atw1T~V T~S TVXTJS 8wpov 
, rf 'c:.- \ 'c:.- , , t,., 'I 8 rl

VOJLLaTE'OV, OTt OUOE'V E'WE'VaL abLWV av PW1TOS, 0 

, \' \ c:.-,., ,., ," " 
JLTJ Kat E'JLE OEt7I, TOUTO yE appTJTOV E'1TOLTJaaTO. 


F 165 177. b JLev 8~ ~aaLAEVS, &a1TEp TtS 8TJpaT~S 


lLJLapTavwv 8TJplou, 8Et7IWS ~X8ETO, Kt7IELTaL 8~ 

'c:.- , \' , c:.-' \\1

KLVOVVOS E'K xal\E'1ToTTJTOS TE OE'a1TOTOU K.aL I\U1TTJS 
" r ,,/.., \ r" '!' ,

OLKE'TOU. u1Toypa'f'E'us JLEV 0 OLKETTJS TJv, OLWVL
, 8' ( c:.-' ,., c:.- , c:.- , ,

aTTJS E 0 OE(J1T07TJS, TOVTOV OE 1TOT€ OL E1TLaTO

a Fortune's favour was supported by human interven
tion. He had suppressed his correspondence files. 

b Pergamius had been praised in ietters of 364 (Epp. 
1206, 1210-1211, 1214, 1216); for his ind,iscretion, see 
Amm. Marc. 29.1.25. Auxentius of Tarsus corresponds 
with Libanius in 361-363; BLZG 92 (ii). 
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the swift wings of death. 175. Yet there was some 
cause for misgiving owing to the correspondence 
which had passed between some of my friends and 
myself. There was nothing wrong in it, but it could 
have provided a handle for informers, but, by the 
favour of Fortune, this menace was removed quite 
easily, and in all the mass of correspondence there 
was not a single letter of mine. a 

176. By her aid also the business with Pergam
ius was settled.b Long before this trouble he had 
made some complaint against me, and, false though 
it was, he reckoned himself the injured party. Any
way, he had convinced himself of this and was my 
enemy. Had he not been, he would have blurted out 
some statement which would have got me into 
trouble. Also the silence which Auxentius main
tained towards me in this matter must be regarded 
as one of Fortune's gifts, for though he wanted 
acquaintance with nothing which I too should not 
know, this at least he kept secret from me. 177. The 
emperor, like a hunter balked of his quarry, was in a 
towering rage.c Then I experienced some danger 
owing to the harshness of a master who practised 
divination from birds, and the resentment of a slave, 
his secretary. I had once written to him, inquiring 

C For Valens' rages, cf. Amm. Marc. 29.1.18 fT. Libanius 
dramatizes his own importance, but was justifiably 
SUSPect. Though an appendage to the major inquisition, 
this episode must precede Codex Theodo8. 9.6.1-2 of March 
376, which was severe upon slaves who brought unsuccess
ful charges. 
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of some remedy, with no mention of the gods but 
guardedly referring to physicians. He did not burn 
this letter and the slave got hold of it and kept it, so 
that, if any trouble arose in future, he could protect 
himself with the letters. 178. So when he began to 
abuse his master and to prosecute him for his 
auguries, he placed his reliance upon this correspon
dence, for the governor would know exactly what 
'physicians' meant, and the emperor would in any 
case set up a hue and cry against anyone so 
entrapped. Many were the entreaties, and many 
they who entreated the slave not to harm his 
benefactor, for the reproaches and angry censures 
with which I had striven to restrain his master had 
made me such. He replied that he was well aware of 
all that, but did not attach much importance to it: if 
he gave away the letters, he would be giving himself 
away too. Many who went to him with advice came 
away unsuccessful, but then destiny succeeded in 
doing what none of the advocates could do, and 
made him change his mind. He returned the letters, 
carried on with the case and lost it, since he had lost 
the evidence to corroborate it. 179. This crisis had 
now passed when the presence of our ruler was 
demanded in Thrace, since the Scyths were ravag
ing the whole district save the fortified places.a The 

a The battle of Adrianople and death of Valens, 9 Aug. 
378. Shor-tly afterwards, Hypatius is nominated Prefect of 
the City of Rome, and assumes the insignia while still in 
Antioch. 
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a For Andronicus, PLRE 65 (5). 
b Hypatius (PLRE 448 (4)) had lived in Antioch since 

371 at least, and was there regarded as one of their own. 
Panegyrics upon his elevation would inevitably mention 

246 

http:1JP,l.lJ
http:1TaC1l.lJ


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


great battle occurred and great losses were sus
tained, and he fell, delivering his attack with more 
ardour than skill. Then for Romans a prefect came, 
to appear here in prefect's guise, thinking to please 
Romans by such a course. 180. Practicallyevery
one began to compose orations: his clemency was the 
sole topic for all. All the other addresses had been 
delivered, but Andronicus the poet,a who all the 
time was going to give his recital, left without a 
word. The occasion thus called me to the fore. The 
prefect was eager for the speech to be given at his 
lodging, in front of a select audience, but I wanted 
him to come to the city hall where the audience 
would be larger. To this he consented, but some
thing happened to prevent it, and all the trouble 
I had gone to seemed so much wasted effort. 
181. At the time there was much alarm and 
despondency, and the incident was accounted part 
of my misfortune, but a little later my luck was 
commended, since it had saved me, the author, 
from incurring the hostility of a great city. The 
statements which a panegyrist was bound to 
make, though maintaining the tone of the speech, 
would tend to exasperate a city which was not easy 
to win over in any case.b So what was, at first 

his imminent translation to Rome and so Antioch's loss of 
one of its local luminaries. This would cause some offence 
in Antioch which was sensitive about its own importance, 
and so would have roused resentment against Libanius, 
who would be rubbing salt into the wound. 
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sight, bad luck turned out well. 
182. However, the next part of the story is noth

ing like this, but an evil both apparent and real-in 
fact, the greatest of evils. Four men of the leading 
families, renowned in the schools and in their 
tenures of office, whose fame we expected to 
increase still further, were dead and buried in as 
many months, and the emperor, in all ignorance, 
sent their promotions when they lay in their graves. 
183. I was still in mourning for them when I sus
tained the accident to my right foot, news of which 
has reached every city of continent and island. I 
had been to bathe and was leaving for dinner when, 
in trying to stop a brawl, I found myself in a 
maniac's grip andhutled to the ground. My horse, 
hemmed in by the crowd, could not but trample on 
me and strip the skin from my foot. A severe bleed
ing ensued, and this,spread over every limb, so that 
everyone present was convinced that I would soon 
be dead, and as for those who were not actually 
there-well, I was dead already.a 184. This ac
cident occurred in the interval between the death 
of the man who worked and slaved to keep my floclr 
together, and that of the slave who relieved me of 
the drudgery and enabled me to undertake fresh 

a For this accident, dated to early 380 by the Olympia 
which follow, cf. Or. 38.3. 
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a The freeman, Maximus, his secretary in 364 (Ep. j' 
1217), was succeeded by Thalassius (Or. 42.3 ro. The slave' 

wasb~;alet ~d ~a~seurh(so R~~ske). d I b .,',',-__ 
Tnis eplsoae nas _een QlSCUSse most recent y y 

Martin (DiscDurs, Vol. ii, pp. 4-7,59-60). He contests the 
identification ofCarterius with a consularis'(BZ 51 (1958), 
75; 57 (1964), 1-5) and, less probably, that of Gerontius 
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tasks.a It was the occasion of the Olympia in honour 
of Zeus Olympius, but the speech I had composed for 
the festival was put aside and I was racked with 
pain, especially insomnia. 185. So this summer 
passed, and a wretched one it was, I know. Then 
another disaster befell me. A second slave, who 
along with the first used to assist me and who, after 
the other's death, did his best for me, went off into 
the country to get married. There intolerable heat 
and bad water brought on a sickness, and on his 
return he died. At this the gods time and again 
heard me lament, 'Alas, ye Gods!' 

186. However, I had occasion to thank my stars 
once more for making a laughing-stock of Carterius 
and his toadies.b He had it in mind to set up that 
plaguy Gerontius as teacher here at the emperor's 
command, and he went off to Thrace, with him in 
his train, fully expecting to be a power at court, but 
he made a complete fool of himself, even going to the 
length of insulting persons who enjoyed the imperial 
favour, so that he was dismissed, boarded ship for 

with the sophist of Apamea (PLRE 393 (3)). However, Car
terius is certainly linked with Neoterius, Praetorian Pre
fect of the East, 380-381, and influential enough to try to 
supplant Libanius as sophist. This implies a position as 
governor (cf. §255 for a similar attempt). Gerontius, pace 
Martin, must be the sophist of Apamea, who begs forgive
ness from Libanius here and is his friend later (Ep. 863). 
Here Libanius interprets, with much exaggeration, Car
terius' return home to Italy as a disgrace, and Gerontius' 
reappearance in Antioch as exclusion from Apamea. 
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Italy, and sailed away to bear the news of his own 
disgrace. 187. The sophist, meanwhile hired him
self out to .a dancer and made hay while the sun 
shone, but in.the end he fled from the dancer's rivals 
who refused him any pay of theirs, and he landed at 
Seleuceia. From there he came up here at dead of 
night, in fear of returning to his own city which had 
barred her gates against him by her decrees, and 
he was compelled to approach me, the teacher 
whom he had wronged, and to beg my assistance. 
188. Hence I and mine were described as the 
darlings of Fortune. Yet she brought a new cause of 
grief to the festival-such a one as had never oc
curred before-for Eusebius died.a Of my pupils he 
was my pride and joy, so that the whole wide world 
bewailed his passing, for the report of his character 
and eloquence had spread far afield, and it was 
thought that the light of day beheld not his peer. 
189. I have delivered, and not badly perhaps, an 
oration composed in his memory, sothatfuture gener
ations may know what manner of man he was. At 
any rate, Eumolpiusb is well aware of the measure 
of my grief, for he attended me and, when I was 
well nigh distraught with sorrow, restored me to 

a Martin (Discours, Vol. ii, p. 5) interprets, with Reiske, 
top'T~ as his recent triumph over Carterius, but in this work 
the word seems to signify only religious celebrations-here 
the Olympia of 380. Seeck's identification of Eusebiu8 
(BLZG xx) is merely a possibility. 

b PLRE 295. Recipient of Or. 40. Consularis Syriae 
384. 
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\ ~ , \ / ,J. , / , l: / ~\ 
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, \\ \ \ '5' , ~Il: \ ~ a \ / 
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rf , '5' rl I " \ \ , ~ 

WC1TE KaL 1]C1aV OL 7TEpLV€C1aV TO. KaI\I\LC1Ta aVTCf.J 

~ , / , III 1 (~"
TWV ovop,aTWV avaTWEVTES. 91. 0 Of OVK 

" '!' , 0' tf ,J. / ,~ II / 
apa 1]V aya os 1J TE C10'flLa aVTOV 7TLC1TfVU€VTa 
,~~ \, / \ ~, " <:.' I rl 
aOLK1]C1aL TO. P,€V TEXVV TO. O€ KaL aVatoWf, WC1T€ 

,,~ \ a' ( , ~ I '/ I 
1]01] T£ l\afJwv WS a7ToowC1WV fV p,fC1Cf.J p'VpLWV 

'/ "" " <:.' ,,!,op,p,aTWV, EtTa 1]pV1]C1aTO E7TL TE otKaC1T1]V 1]Kf 

~ (I ,~ / 'll r' \ I <:."
TWV a7TaVTa EtoOTWV a7Touavp,a':,OVTWV, I\OYOV DE 
, ~ , ,I ~ ~~ / \ I 
a7Topwv, OVK EXWV KpaT1]C1at TOV otKawv, 7Tl\aC1a

~ I 'l: \ll' r ~, 'll/ ric. 
p,EVOS C1KOTootVtaV, Ef:,€I\UWV WS 01] fVVEWS 1]f:,WV 

"0 " , ~ / , a\ " " F 170 av lS €7Tt T1]V otK1]V, avafJas f7Tt TOV,rlt7T7TOV €P

/ "'\ '\a ~ \/
PWTO Tf!. "Kat 1]l\avv€ Kat l\afJ0p,fVOS T1]S Kl\lp,aKOS 

'" Tpavp,aTa TOVS " / " 192. a'1\1\\ \ , f7Tt OtKfTas fTaTTfV. 

rI r \ / ,rl" / \ 
op,wS Ot KOl\aKfVOVTfS Kat WS 1]C1av KOl\aK€S 

o I' .,,, ' , J. / r / ?\ \ '" , , , I 
J.\, ~<J KaL ftpEva.i-CL';,O"IJ, ;u:xpt -"J Kat €7T aVTOVS EK€tVOVS 

/ ') / "~ll ~,J. /
Tpa7Top,EVOS Exp1]C1aTO Kat fVTavvq. TV 'fIVC1ft, 
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sanity by recounting how great an affliction mad
ness can be for a man. 

190. 'Well,' Fortune may rejoin, 'did not that 
business with.8abinus turn out all right?' Certainly 
it did. a He was always a rogue who would turn his 
hand to anything for money and would cheerfully 
have wangled an imperial permission to make a 
fortune out of graves. Yet he had most people 
hoodwinked, and at first he enjoyed a pretty good 
reputation, and as a result there were even some 
who went about speaking of him in most compli
mentary terms. 191. However, he turned out to be 
no good after all. His speciality was fraud, no matter 
whether by subterfuge or by brazen impudence. 
Why, in full view of a crowd of witnesses he obtained 
a loan upon promise to repay: then he denied the 
whole transaction and went to law about it, to the 
astonishment of those who knew the facts. He had 
not a shred of a case and was unable to override the 
course of justice, so he pretended to faint, left the 
court--he would, of course, return to the case im
mediately!-mounted his horse, suddenly recovered 
and was away, reached his house stairs and deployed 
his servants against assault. 192. Yet still his 
toadies, true to type, fawned upon him and truckled 
to him until he turned upon them too, consistent as 

a The passage is reexamined by Martin, Discours, Vol. 
;; nn L'7 F\~n 'Oa+~+ (n,,4-o. nri 1",,, \ a ......n.t! QI'l\"';_1"Il"I ".., ..... 
..u., .t'f'. v " '-"'u vv. ... ..... u~u \,U,Vllt."t ""''"'' "Ul.>./ O"~'C" uaU.1J.J.u.c aD a 

graspingprincipalis who eagerly bought up the property of 
his bankrupt fellows, graveyards and all (cf. Or. 18.289), 
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rl \ r~ , l' '8' ..... fC
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, '" ~ \ I "" I ~\, I8
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\ \' ,~ I I (~, 8'"
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'" I \ l' " 194 '" I1''fJ G1'pa1'LW1''[l, Kat 7]V £V£P'Y£1'7]S. • 1'OV1'O 

/LOt 7TOAAWV 8tK7] 7Tapa/Lv80v/Levov /L£ 1'OV 8at/Lo

, "" " \ "" , ", ,
VOS. Kat 1'OV1'O /L£V avn. 1'WV £LS 1'OV £/LOV /L£V 

, .1.' rl , '" ~, ~ , tl 'tJt:1 \
av£.,.,Lov £V£K£V, av1'OV o£ K7]O£G1'7]V, OV £f:,£,.,a/\£ 
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1'WV OV1'WV, WG1'£ £LVaL 1'0 O£L7TVOV £K£LV'fJ .,..aK7]v, 

'" ~" , "" , , "" '" '\
1'OV1'O O£ avn 1'7]S £v a'YP'fJ 1'7]S 'YvvatKOS 1'£/\£V

'" '<' , , 't. ' ~, , , ( I 
T1)S, 17 /LLa /L£v vVf:" r·ua O£ a7T£xp7]G£V 7]/L£pa. 

"~ ,\ " "" "',J,. \' r'[lOft KaL 1'a 7T£pL 1'7]V 1'OV V£KPOV K£.,..a/\7]V 7] 

r\, I \ .1. I ..... tr.. ' , , " T IVX7], 7]V a7T£Ka/\v.,.,£ 1'£ .t..a,.,tv()s KaL £/LOV £P'Y0V 

1 "I ~ ~ ,~, • a I • 1<' ' .\ I
ufLVOTEPOll lYlSS., J.Ylartln: 7TOVf.LliOHiPO;; con]..... : ~,,~~t!lOTe-

pOV Norman (1965). 
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ever. Even they began to agree that Sabinus 
was the greatest villain alive, and now everyone 
tells the same tale, that he would beat the devil 
at his own· game. a So in his punishment his 
present fate is worse than death, for death is prefer
able to a life of dishonour, so any right-minded man 
would think. But not for Sabinus! 193. So this too 
is his punishment. A day or two ago there came a 
military courier with dispatches from the emperor 
written in righteous indignation. Therein it was 
stated that he was disgraced and subjected to double 
the fine.b The first man to hear of this spread the 
news to others besides, and their joy provided the 
courier with his reward, for he was a benefactor 
indeed. 194. This, so destiny consoles me, is the 
punishment for the many wrongs he has done me. 
This is his reward for his behaviour towards my 
cousin, his father-in-law, whom he robbed of his pos
sessions so that he had but a bowl of lentils to eat. 
This is the reward for the death of his wife down on 
his farm: twenty-four hours were enough to do away 
with her. And Fortune was also aware of the busi
ness about the head of the corpse which Sabinus 

a Eurybatus, like Phrynondas (§ 136 above), a prover
bial villain; see Wankel on Dem. de Cor. 24. 

b The punishment is in respect of the frauds of §191 
above. 

2 ~ P:'lKtT' tJvat '1jv conj. Festugiere, REG 78 (1965) 
p. 630: !L"}KtT' Elvat ~ '~v Mss., F.: TO!! !L,,}KtT' Elvat TO '~v Re. 
(Anim.). 
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OOC1av f1TEtpiiTO OELKVVEtV, f1TLC1TOAfl tfrEVOEL TOVTO 

I \ " I 'I:.
p:rJxavwf1£vos. Kat q>ETO p.,EV p.,E 1TT1}r:,aVTa KEXW

I 1 ~ ~I \ I ~'" 
p1}KEvaL EtS C11Tovoas, C1vp.,1Tl\aKEVTOS OE p.,al\a 

I "1:. ,. r ~ \ ( I 
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yeYOVEV. b v6p.,os f1TOAep.,EL TijJ v68q> KA1}pOvop.,€,iv 

, ,~ , \' '" ~ \
OVK EWV, aVEI\WV 1TfMaLOV VOP.,OV 1TOLOVVTa KI\1)

I ,J,.I\ \,.,. ~ ,J,.{j I ~ 1 
POVop.,OV. 'f'tI\WV p.,EV ow 1}V a'f'UOVta p.,Ot otKatWV, 

II ~ 1 1\ \ I a " \ \ ,e;:., ~ 1'~
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ypa'f'of1£VOVS T1}V OOOV T1}S KT1}C1€WS, WS aotKOL 

F 172 TOV v6p.,ov. 196. XP1}C1TijJ O~ paC1LAEL T~S ~p.,E-

Tepas POVA~S EtS TOVTO xp1}C1ap.,ev1}S TWV TE paC1L

\ ~ ,J,. 1\ ~ I 2 ~ I " 
I\€L 'f'tI\WV atT1}C1aVTWV E1TaLVEC1aVTWV T1}V xaptV 

I ({jl " I ~ ~ ~ (
VEVEt TE 0 KaU1}p.,EVOS, Kat 1}V€tX€TO T1}S owpms 0 

I l' I \ \ .1. ' , a I , \ I 
Vop.,oS, q> T€ p.,al\tC1Ta T1}V 't'VX1}V €fJapwop.,1}v €I\€

\ "", "" , \ " '\ {jl (1:.
I\VTO TWV €p.,WV EtS TOV Ep.,OV €MVUEPWS TE '1}r:,OV

, aa 1 I \ e;:. \ 
TWV €V fJ€fJatq> TE p.,€VOWTWV.. l'av'ft OE 1TE1TEtC1

1 KfXwp7]KellUt PA corr.: 7T1:rnI.I:JOUt V, Martin: om. reI. mss.: 
XWp~(ffLII conj. F. 

2 [ULr7]I1a.IITWII] Martin. Num ('lTULII£l1aIlTwlI <1'£> 1'r,v? 

a Cf. §145 above. Codex Theodos. 4.6.4. had since been 
rescinded by Theodosius (ibid. 4.6.5, 'genitoris nostri'). 
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produced and then tried to make out, by means of a 
forged letter, that it was some of my work. He had 
the notion that I had given up in alarm and come to 
terms with him, but when I tackled him spiritedly, 
he was disconcerted and began to plead with me. 

195. So I must thank Fortune for that, and for 
something else that had occurred before it. a There 
was a law that was detrimental to my natural son, 
for it banned him from becoming my heir, so re
scinding a previous law that had allowed it. Now, 
though I had plenty of good friends who would be 
sure to hand over to him anything they received in 
trust, it was not easy to escape the attentions of 
people who would attack such a transaction and 
indict this method of acquiring the property as ille
gal. 196. Our city council approached our good 
emperor on the matter and, with the backing and 
favour of some of his friends, the governor con
sented, and the legality of the grant was upheld. 
The law which caused me the greatest worry was 

" rescinded, and my property will go to my son 

Now, about 381-382, the curia, always eager for a poten
tial recruit of substance, suggested the transfer of 
Libanius' property to Cimon inter vivos; and with the sup

.... '.. port of his friends at court, a dispensation was obtained in 
his favour. This was confirmed by the consularis, a much 
safer procedure than the unofficial transfer to trustees just

J outlined. 
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I ''/''''' I '.1." \8 ,... , Afft;:;
p,evov ay.'ewaL n 1'7]'11 'f'VX7]V e/\ ew nets wou 
'" , " '8 "I1TWS OVK av ev aLp,ovos eL7]; 

'E " ,..." I ''/' I 8 I197. V ow T'[J a1TO TOVTWV eVy.'poaw'[J La
,... \ I , \8' '.Q 1\ \ ,yovn 1Tvevp,a 1TOMp,LOV e1Te/\ 0'11 eK,.,a/\ML p,ev 

, r 8 " I 8' '" "'r'1'7]'11 7] 0'117]'11, aVTeLaayeL e Tpavp,a OLOV OV1TW 
I " '8\,/.' ,I I1TpOTepov. 7]'11 p,Ot a My.'0S veWTepos otx0p,evov 

'" Q , '8' '!' "I "TOV 1Tpea,.,VTepov, p,eaos yap 7] 7]'11 eyw KaTa 1'0'11 
I ''/'''' 'r' , ", 8 ' TOKOV ap,y.'0w. OVTOS 1TPO Te T7]S a1To 7]p,Las p,OL 

't " 8' 'B 8 " , 8 Iawe~7], Kat e1Tet 7] 1Tapa L WOts eKa 7]P,7]V, 
"\8 fl , \ I , , '8 '" r ,7]/\ ev L1T1TOV Mawwv p,eya 1TOtOVp,evos t ew V1T 
, '" , ~ 198" 8' r ,ep,ov vep,op,evovs 1Tawas. . . e1Tet 0 p,ev 
, "\8 "8 ' , 8' r , , I "'''e1TaV7]/\ ev otKa e, eyw e V1T avayK7]S T7]S TOU 

,... '!' "8 rl8 8 ' " '" \8 '!' 8'KpaTOWTOS 7]'11 av ts ° ev 7] Kat a1T7]/\ 0'11' OV 7] 
1\ '8 \,/.' , ,/., "8'"1Ta/\w a e/\y.'OS avay.'aweTat Kat XPOVOV 7] 1TPOt
'\1 \\'" \1 ,OVTOS /\oYOtS Te 1TO/\/\OtS Kat 1TapaK/\7]aeaw ava-

I " , " 8 \ 't ' aT7]aas ayet Te p,e OLKa e Kat awe~eVKTo. Kat 
r I 8' , " 8 1I ''''01T0n 7] Kap,VOL Ta ap pa, 1TtKpa p,OL Ta T7]S 

Tpa1T~'7]S ~v. 199. OOTOS 1Ton aw8eL1Tvwv 
, I ,... \' t' r I ,
apX0p,evov X~tp'WVOS 1T/\7]yeLS p,eTal:,V pevp,an T7]V 

,/. \ 1 Q I '!'" \',,,,
Key.'a/\7]v, ,.,07]aas OLa eLKOS, xepaw OLKeTWV aye

, '8' \rl rl '<'ITat 1TPOS TO wp,anov, Kat ap,a 7]p,epCf 7]Ke 
, 1\ \ "'.L~)",,,, rlns ayye/\/\wv rotil 0y.'v(J.l\p.,ow aUT';! TOl' f'T€POV " 

'/ 8 r I ", \ , \" ,/. \"otxea aL pveVTOS e1T aVTov a1T0 T7]S Key.'a/\7]S 
r/8 " " \ \ '" r 1 rl ,v aTos, e1TetT ov 1To/\/\aLS 7]p,epaLS vaTepov e1TL
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without let or hindrance and will remain firmly in 
his possession. Happy indeed is the man who 
departs this life with such an assurance. 

197. I was still basking in contentment as a 
result of this when the advent of some hostile spirit 
cast out my joy and, in its stead, inflicted such a 
wound as I had never known before. I was the mid
dle one of three brothers: my elder brother was now 
dead, but the younger was still alive. He had lived 
with me before I went abroad, and, when I held my 
chair in Bithynia, he travelled overland, eager to see 

" 	 pupils under my care.a 198. Then, after his return 
home, I was constraIned by the emperor to return to 
Constantinople, the place from which I had started. 
There too my brother made an appearance, and, as 
time went on, by his arguments and pleas he got me 
to move and brought me home. Here we lived 
together, and if ever he fell ill with gout, the plea
sures ofthe table were soured for me. 199. One day 
early in winter,h as we were dining together, he was 
suddenly affiicted with a discharge from the head: 
he uttered a cry, as you would expect, and was car
ried by the slaves to his room. Early next morning I 
was told that one of his eyes was blinded, as a result 

'I:,..••.' of matter discharging over it, and not many days 
.,. a He seems to have been Phasganius' emissary to 

Libanius in Constantinople before the final removal of354, 
cr. §95 above. 

b Winter 381/2. 
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T~S KAlV1]S, 7Tapa. T~S tv TV ~/LepCf VVKTOS TV 

VVKT£ 	7Tapa8t8o/Levov. 201. 7ToAAat /L~v 8~ Xft
,,, 1 <;) \ J.. I \ I <;)\ 

pfS taTpwv, /Lvpta Of 'f'ap/LaKa, 7TMtW Of 
1 ,1' "~ t \ \ " \ \ 17TfpLa7TTa. f7TftT fOO~f TO. /LfV aAAa xatpfLV 
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'!' ,<;) ... "8' tl\ "ll \1 \ \' 1\F 174 	 1]v LOfLV OV OAWS XP1]O'uat AOYc.p 7TpOS TO. ayaA

/LaTa, TOtS y6vaO't 8~ Tel> Xf'ipf 7Tfpt8fts Kat £7/' 
aVTOtv T~V Kf¢aA~V fipegas 80l/Lc1.TLOV Tots 
~ 1 'I' \ <;)\ " ('"' " \ ( '"' R 128 	 oaKpvO'tV a7TTJftv. TOV Of OUT! opav OUT! /L1] opav 

¢Op1]TOV £ylyVfTO VVV /Ltv TOt) 7T68ov, vvv O€ T~S 

~~fWS TOVTO 7TOLOVO'1]S. 202. Kat 7TOTf 8dA1]S 
Q Q\ 1 'I I \ , '"' 1
fJtfJALWV fyyVS /Lot Kft/LfVWV Kat LaTpov YfPOVTOS 
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thereafter I heard that the right eye had gone too. 
200. All the previous experiences which I thought 
so terrible proved trifling details as compared with 
this. Everything I did, I did in tears. Even at the 
lectures, which I was bound to deliver, a flow of 
tears accompanied my voice, and no one wondered 
at it, for there Was no one who was unaware of its 
cause. I shed tears while bathing, for bathing was 
prescribed by the doctors, and I shed tears while 
dining, for I missed the presence at table of my 
former companion who was now consigned from 
the darkness of his day to the darkness of night. 
201. We had physicians in plenty, cures beyond 
number, and charms without end. Then I decided 
to have done with the rest, and to betake myself to 
the altars, to supplications and to the power of the 
gods.a There I would go in person and mourn-and 
that silently-unable either to look upon the images 
or to utter a single word to them. I would clasp my 
hands around my knees, bend my head upon them 
and drench my gown with my tears, and so depart. 
As for my brother, I could not bear to see him, so 
much was I affected by the sight of him, or not to see 
him, so much did I miss him. 202. And one after
noon, when I had my books by my side and an old 
physician seated nearby, I began to ask what I 

a He carefully abides by the restrictions of the religious 
legislation recently passed (Codex Theodos. 16.10.7, Dec. 
381, 'castis deum precibus excolendum'). 
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really knew, whether my brother had gone com
pletely blind, when suddenly I lost my senses and 
could no longer recognize any of the things with 
which I was familiar-where I was, what I had said, 
what I must or must not do. 203. The old fellow 
tried to restore me to my senses and to health once 
more, and so he bade me continue with the speech I 
was composing. I picked up my notebook and set to 
work, but I had completely forgotten my theme and 
could not discem·from anything I had written what 
on earth my speech was about, so I cast it aside, told 
the physician that I was done for, and lay back 
without compunction, raving unashamedly under 
such a blow. 204. Now, though I have been af
flicted with innumerable woes, I know of none that, 
in comparison, could equal or exceed this. I cursed 
heaven that I had not died instead of suffering 
the fate I did, for none of my previous good fortune 
could ever be found to counterbalance this-not 
my declamations, not the applause, not the congratu
lations, not the honours bestowed by the em
perors.a I was not rich, and yet a man richer than 
Gyges would have bowed before this disaster.b 

1 

a Refers to the recent dispensation in favour of Cimon 
(§ 196 above), On his honorary office, see below §219 note. 

b Gyges (Herod. 1.14) was, like Croesus, the historical 
example, Cinyras (§273 below) the mythical example of 
the !'r\lllionaire in Greek literature. 
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a On the food crisis in Antioch, which lasts until at least 
386, cf. Petit, Vie Municipale, pp. 105 ff, 118 ff; Downey, 
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205. Yet even in this very time of disaster I won 
admiration and blessings from the following act. a 

The countryside had experienced a bad winter, and 
the following summer was no better. Part of the 
com had not even germinated, the rest was sparse, 
and even this was blighted. In consequence, the 
populace created disturbances against the city coun
cil, quite unreasonably since the council could not 
control the weather. Though the governors tried to 
get com from every possible source, the price of 
bread rose higher and higher. 206. The renowned 
Philagrius, having reached a higher office,b though 
unable to improve the situation, was content if it got 
no worse. He kept urging the bakers' corporation to 
be more reasonable, but was reluctant to enforce his 
demands, for he was afraid of the increasing deser
tion, which would have left the city ship-wrecked, 
abandoned'by its crew. 207. Hereupon, that irreli
gious crew, who burst with envy at the governors' 

Antioch, pp. 419 if. In summer 382, the damage was 
already done. The harvest of 381 had been poor (Or. 2.68), 
and the winter of 381/2 unfavourable. The curia and the 
bakers' corporation were held to blame, with allegations of 
hoarding and profiteering, as under Gallus and Julian. 
Hereafter Libanius consistently prides himself upon this 
support ofthe bakers, for example in Or. 29.6, 34.4. 

b Philagrius, Comes Orientis, PLRE 693 (2). For this 

1 	term distinguishing the Comes from the consularis, cf. Or. 
27.6, 33.27, 45.31; Petit, Vie Municipale, pp. 254 f. The 
bakers' corporation was an institution of Valens' time, and 
unknown to Julian. 
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a The commons, egged on by the Christians, according 
 I
.~to Libanius, and by the theatrical claque (Or. 41,18; cr. 
1Browning, JRS 42 (1952), 13 ff), is presented as lacking 
j 
iii 
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renown, saw this man with his immortal reputation 
arid began to bandy accusations against him. a The 
prudence he had shown in this affair was no pru
dence at all, they alleged: there had been bribery, 
and it ought to be punished. Now I just poured 
scorn on this, and advised him to do the same. So 
he did at first, but then, when he saw that the 
slander was gaining wider currency, his attitude 
changed and he h~d recourse to floggings at a place 
where many people would be likely to witness 
them.b 208. He sat there in his carriage and 
inquired at every stroke how much had gone in 
bribes and to whom, for them to charge prices like 
this for bread. They had no reply to make, and he 
had already reached his seventh victim, when I 
approached in all ignorance, following my usual 
path. I heard the sound of the lash, so dear to the 
common folk who were all agog at the sight of the 
bleeding backs, and I saw a painful spectacle, 
unbearable to my eyes, but it did not deter me. 
Straightway I parted the crowd with my own hands, 
and advanced to the wheel, silent and reproachful. 
There I spoke long and loud, concentrating upon two 
points of time, first, that those whom he was 

both humanity and reason. He undoubtedly misrepresents 
the humanitarian efforts which the Christians normally 
provided as indicating a faction against a pagan governor. 

b E'vidently near the agora. Libanius was passing on 
his way to school in the bouleuterion. For his revulsion to 
bloodshed see §161 above. 
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flogging had done no wrong, and second, that if he 
did not abate his wrath, he would see a morrow such 
as he would not wish to see.a 209. My arguments 
were justified and in the best interests of both the 
governor and the city, but meant death to the 
author of them-such was the opinion of all 
present-for they ran counter to the will of the 
populace. And, in fact, many of them had stones in 
their hands, in case anyone tried to present any plea 
for these people, and it was a marvel that they 
were not hurled at me when I first began to speak. 
210. Then followed another marvel, brought about 
by some divine power and by Fortune who can lull 
even the raging sea, that those who had been so 
recently appeased did not themselves join in sup
porting my advocacy. As a result it was I who was 
called the benefactor of all-of the victims who were 
rescued from the lash, of the governor who escaped a 
lynching, of the citizens who did not starve, and of 
the fabric of our city, since it did not go up in flames. 

211. Lamentations arose from that group which 
was green with envy at this. However, this was not 
their only trouble, but there were many other 
incidents which raised my prestige. The governor 
even protested against the law which forbade him 
making personal calls upon me, as Marcellinus of 

a In time past, the bakers had "done no wrong." In the 
future there would be riots and iynchings, as there had 
been under Gallus (§103). 
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a For Pelagius, PLRE 686 (1); Marcellinus, PLRE 546 
(10). They were consulares in 382 and 383 respectively. 
For visits made by officials to Libanius in Valens' time, see 
Or. 2.9 and §lo6 above. If such visits are now formally 
banned by law, this unknown enactment must have been 
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Epirus and Pelagius of Cyrus had done with ever 
increasing frequency. a Throughout this period I 
know that I was of the greatest service to people, for 
those in need of relief took refuge with me, and I 
would cure their distress by my influence with the 
governors. 

212. However, when I call Proclus to mind, I call 
to mind storm and tempest, flogging and blood.b Yet 
even here there was some advantage for me, in that 
I was annoyed at his actions and was seen to be so, 
for I refused to approach him as I had done so many 
of his predecessors in office. Thus I acquired a good 
name from our mutual dislike, but whereas mine for 
him was open and above board, his for me he tried to 
keep dark, but without success. 

213. The next occurrence was the death of my 
poor brother. C I mourned for him as though he were 
a young man taken off in his prime, and I could not 
bear people trying to console me by mention of his 
blindness. 214. Another trouble arose which was 

recent and presumably applicable only to those above the 
rank of consularis, in view of Philagrius' protest. More 
likely, v6fLOs is to be interpreted as a hardening of conven
tion. 

b Proclus (PLRE, Proculus (6), 746), Comes Orientis 
383/4. An interim pronouncement, cf. §§221-224 below. 
For his brutality cf. Or. 26.30, 28.13, 29.10. His relations 
with Libanius are most recently· examined by Martin, 
Discours, Vol. ii, pp. 205-211. 

c In 383. 
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a great shock to my profession. This was the flight 
from Greek and the migration to Italy of those 
whose object it was to learn to speak Latin.a It was 
common belief that Latin was of increasing impor
tance and brought power and wealth, but that 
Greek had nothing extra to show for itself. I refused 
to heed the advice that I should desert my post, but I 
was well aware how critical the situation was. 
thought it but proper to remain loyal to my profes
sion: I would never have left my mother alone and 
in distress, and this was something deserving of no 
less respect. 215. Yet even in those lean years, I 
produced teachers of rhetoric.b Many of them have 
gone and spread far and wide over Asia, while one of 
them is now in Europe, in the capital, where it 
stands lording it over the Bosporus. 

216. Another demonstration of divine assistance 
is the following. I was leaving the City Hall after 
my usual day's work and I was going on my pony up 
New Gate, when I was confronted by a pair of mules 
which were being turned round.c Upon seeing 

a Cf. §154 above; for the lean years for rhetoric under 
Constantius, Or. 62. 8 fr. He sees no improvement under 
Theodosius. 

b Cf. Or. 62.27 fr. 
C The New Gate, not otherwise mentioned, is evidently 

near the bouleuterion. For the topography, cf. Downey, 
Antioch, pp. 632 fr; the colonnades, Or. 11.196, Festugiere, 
Antioche, pp. 23 f, 39 f; Downey, PAPS 103 (1959), 652 if. 
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LIBANIUS 

, \, \ " , , ',I, '3' '" 
7TPOC1W7TWV TO p,€C10V, KaL OVT aVaC1Tp€."aL 1]V T~ 

t/ ~ \ \ , " 'I:; \ll '" ~ \ ,
L7T7T~ oLa T1]V C1T€VOT1]Ta OVT€ €SMU€LV oLa TOV 

.I.'(J \ \ '3' \ '" ,

."O/-,OV. I\OL7T0V OVV KaTa TWV VWTWV KaT€V€
II , \ r, " (/ (\,... I 

XU€VTa TOV L7T7T0V €X€tV V7TTtQV V7T0 TOts VWTOLS 

'\ \ \ \ ,/ \ \ f'~ '" II \ .I. \ \ 
€p,€ Kat TO p,€V al\l\o WO€ K€LC1uat, T1]V K€'f'al\1]V 
~, ." l:. J'"I\ rl ,.... \".. ~ , ,." 
O€ €SW TOV t7T7T0V 7T€C10VC1aV Kat TOtS €V p,€C1~ TWV 

, \ 'll , '" ~ , \' '.1.
KtOVWV I\WOtS €VpaY€LC1aV O€tKVWaL TOV €YK€'f'a

\ 217 '3' '3' (J' '" , I '" I\OV. • 1]V ow /-,01] TWV T€ 0P€WKOP,WV TWV 

, "'(J \ I '" \ ( '" I
T€ €V T~ /-,OVI\€VT1]PL~, TWV p,ev WS e7T aKOVC1L~ 

Tcf KaKcf, TWV Of o.AA~AOVS o.p,vveLV 7TapaKaAovv
,(", II '''' \ I~

TWV' Kat O£ p,ev 07TtC1uev aV€txOV TOVS 7T0oas 
, \ \ '"' (~" \, ( "".1. I 

xepC1t 7T01\1\atS, 0 O€ OV KaTa T1]V eaVTOV 'f'VC1LV 

I '"'" '(Ir ITas T€ xetpas aVeC1X€ Kat 1]C1vxa':,e Tpep,wv. 

'1/.1. ~\ Ill'"' I I "" 
ap,'f'w 01] TOVTW ueov VOp,tC1T€OV, TO T€ TWV av-
II I I '"' (/ i•UpW7TWV TO T€ TOV t7T7T0V. 

218. Xetp,wvos O£ o.pxop,~vov 7T0AAal T€ 7T0A
\ 'll , \ , \ \ (' ,
I\axouev ayyel\taL Tel\eVTas eTatpWV p'1]VVOVC1aL 

\ '( '"' '.I. \ ! \1 (I
Kat 7Tap 1]p,LV eK'f'opa veaVt,C1KOV I\V7T1]V 07T0C11]V 

TCf1 7TaTpt 7TOAA01S €V€YKOVC1a Kat 7T0AtTWV Kat 

1:;' I \ ' ''' '"' II '"' \sevwv KaTa T€ T1]V aVTOV TOV T€UVeWTOS KaI\O
'lll \ \ , r/ \, '" 

KayaUtav Kat T1]V ets a7TaVTas TOVS ev Tats 

I '"' " I 219 '"' XPEta.LS 'TDV O!.KOti XP1](JToT7]Ta. • V0C10W

TOS O£ ~TL Tovoe rptxop,~P1]S ~PX€TaL C1TpaT1]y6s, 
('"' \ll'" I "ll 
tepots T€ Kat ueots 7TpOC1Ketp,€VOS avupW7T0S, 
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these, my horse suddenly panicked at the narrow
ness of the gap between him and them. He could not 
tum back, because of the lack of room, nor could he 
get through, because of his fright. Consequently, he 
would have reared up backwards and pinned me fiat 
on my back beneath him. With my body lying so, 
my head would have fallen clear of the horse and 
dashed against the cobbles between the porticoes, so 
badly gashed as to expose the brain. 217. Well, 
there was an outcry, both from the muleteers and 
from those in the City Hall, as they shouted that it 
was all an accident or cried to one another for help. 
While they, from behind, with willing hands kept 
his feet away from me, the horse, quite contrary to 
his usual habit, kept his forelegs up and stood quiet 
and trembling. The behaviour both of the men and 
of the animal I must ascribe to the favour of For
tune. 

218. Early that winter there came news from all 
quarters telling me of the deaths of pupils of mine. 
Here in Antioch there took place the funeral of a lad 
whose death inflicted upon many a man-citizen 
and foreigner alike-as much grief as it did upon his 
father, such was the nobility of the deceased and the 
generosity of his family to all who were in need. a 

219. While the lad still lay sick, Richomer arrived to 
take over the military command. He was a man 
deeply attached to the religion of the gods and, as I 

a Identity unknown. For similar examples of curial 
philanthropy see Or. 63.9, 53.4, Letter 22. 
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r\" / \ \ ,~" r 1 
OS "1pa /LfJl /LOU Kat TrPW WfW, WS T01'f. 
,~ ~ 1 II ,~ \ ~ \ / " \ \ '.I. \ 
fowaC1KO/Lfua, WWJI Of TraJlTa Tal\l\a a..,..,w; 

"1 \ ,~" .I. \ " Ll \,,.,~ 1 
flXfTO Tf Kat fOftTO ..,..,tl\ftC1uat Kat ft TOVOf TUXOL 

,., 1 "r" II ,'\ 1
R 137 TOU /LfYU1TOV aJl "1YftC1uat fl\fyf TfTuX"1KfJlat. 

YfJlO/L(Jl"1s Of ~p1J1 ~tAlas Tots OU ~tAOVC1tJ1 ~pE.s 
, ,., " 1 r Q \/ \ 1\\ 
aJltapas fpXfTat "ff WS fJaC1tl\fa Kat /LfI\I\WJI 

1'f.AfLJI ftS TOJI TWJI VTraTWJI XOpOJl OtTrAOtS /Lf tICa

\ 1 ,., \ r" \ " " \ \ 
I\ft ypa/L/LaC1t, TOts /LfJl aVTov, TO TWJI al\l\wJI 

" ,., ~\ ,... Q \ / r\" 1 Ll 
TrOtWJI, TOts Of TOU fJaC1tl\fws, ° OVTrW TrPOC1UfJl 

,/ 220' / ~ \ ,,, \ ,
fYfYOJlft. • fYfJlfTO Of aVTce Kat Trap 

r "\6 ' ,..., \ Q \ 1 ,/
"1/LWJI 1\ yos fTratJlftJl aVTOJl fJOVI\O/LfJlOS, f' /LfJl Tt 

\/ ,., \,... '1\\" '~1'
Trl\fOJl TWJI Trapa TWJI al\l\wJI fXWJI, OVK owa, OtS 

~, ?? \' \ '/ \ /
o OUJI ftXOJl Kat aVTos fTt/LWJI TOJI C1TpaT"1YOJl. 
\ 1 ~\ \' 1 r \,... ,...
I\fYfTat Of Kat fPWTW/LfJlOS UTrO TOV XP"1<1TOV 
Q \ / rl ~ \ '\ ,...,...~ r Ll / ,
fJaC1tl\fWS OTce 0"1 /Lal\tC1Ta TWJI rr;Of "1<1Uft"1, TOV

\ ,,... ,... 1 ,,... / \', ~ 
/LOJI fL1T'ftJI TrOt"1C1at Tf fpWJlTa /LOV TOJI aJlopa 

/LfiAAOJl tpfiJl ~aJlaL Tf Ka~ T~S OfVPO tm6v/LflJl 
(~ ,......, ,.., I 

OOOU f/LOV xaptJI. 

a Richomer, PLRE 765, magister< militum per Orientem 
in autumn 383 when he was designated consul for 384, 
while in Antioch. This letter of Theodosius in early 384 
secured for Libanius the honorary office (prefecture, so 
Petit, "Sur la Date du Pro Templis," Byzantion 21 (1951), 
291-294), which according to Eunapius V.S. 496 and 
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found out later, an admirer of mine even before he 
had seen me. Thus when he did see me, he put 
everything else aside and took me and begged me to 
be his friend: if he were to obtain this, he said, he 
would think that he had everything he wanted. So 
we became friends and he frowned upon any who 
were not friends of mine. When he returned to the 
emperor to be appointed consul, he summoned me 
by two dispatches, one from himself-something 
others had done-but the other from the emperor
something quite without precedent.a 220. He 
received a speech in his honour from me too. 
Whether it was more effective than those of others, I 
cannot say, but at least I honoured him with all the 
means at my disposal. The story goes that when our 
good emperor asked him what had given him the 
greatest delight here, he replied that it was I, and so 
he caused the emperor, already an admirer of mine, 
to be· even more enthusiastic and to express his 
desire to visit us here just on my account.h 

Libanius himself (Or. 2.8) he had previously refused. 
Recently, however, Martin in the note to Or. 2.8 (DiscQurs, 
Vol. ii, pp. 248-250) identifies this honour now accepted 
with the honorary quaestorship, a title attributed to him in 
the Mss. of his declamations and Julian's letters. The pre
fecture must then have been offered and refused at some 
time between 363 and 380, a notion hard to accept consid
ering his unpopularity with the government in these years. 

b Invitations to the emperor to visit Antioch, though 
never accepted, were part of the stock flattery and a sop to 
local pride; see for example Or. 20.44. 
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LIBANIUS 

T '" '8' '" ~ 8' , \221 . OVTO ILeV 7] T0C10VTOV. Et E' Kat TO 


~ ,.., '" ~ , ~I:.' \""1:. II' \

E'VX7]S TVXE'tJI E'VTVXE'S, E'Vf;.ap,7]v 1\7]f;.at POKI\OV 

,.., , ,.. t'\ ~, ,,).. \', 
T7]S apX7]S 7]V Tvpawwa aTrE'-r7]VE'. Kat OV p.aT7]V 

, I:. ' , \ \ , t 1I \ '" I "'8 ' yE' E'vf;.ap,7]v, al\l\ Ot UEOt TOVTO T E' OC1av Kat 

III \'" I I
8
TrPOC1E'UE'C1aV TO Kat C1VJ1 aC1X7]p,oC1VJ1'[J. paTrE'T7]S 

, 8' "r , '\ ,..l' I 

yap 7] 7]v, aVTOS E'aVTOV E'l\aVJIwv· TOtaVTa i 


r ,... '8 222 ,r Z' " ,... I 
1 


E'aVTcp C1VJ1'[J E't. . Kat 0 E'VS E'PPVE'TO TWV I 


',)..1I \ '" " \ r \ r ,... ,\

0-rual\p,wv E'KE'tJlOV T7]V E'OpT7]V E'aVTOV. Kat yap 

, I '''' \ 8',)..,)..1 \\'" \
E'TvyxavEv aVTcp T7]V a-rv7]v -r0VCP TE' TrOI\I\CP Kat 


rl , I '8' "rl I 

atp,an p,tavas. Kat /LOt E' OKOVJI aVTOV WC1TrE'P 1 


I r\ ,... ,).. I 'r t,...
KVJlE'S Vl\aKTOVC1aL -rE'vyE'tV KaTavayKa~E'tJI at TWV 1 


,,... 6 .1. I 8'I:. " 8 I 
j 


I 

I
aVTOV TrE'C1 VTWV .,.,vxat, Of;. av aE't TrapE'XOVC1at 7]

I:. 1I 1 ,r,... 1:. 1 ,... '0\ 1

f;.E'C1uat. TOVTWV OVX VTr7]Pf;.E' p,Ot TWV I\Vp,TrLWV 

,... rf 8' \ \ \1 rf,)..t'\ 1 

p,E'TaC1XE'tV, OTE' 7] KaL TOV I\oyov ov v-r7]va p'E'V, 


, , I:. ,).. 1 ~ III '" ", I I
'8 8 I

OVK ETrE' E'Lf;.a E', -rE'PWV aVE'rJ7]Ka TqJ LlLL, C1Tvpa

t' ~ ,... , \ 1I 6 223 \
KOS ap,a OC1p,'[J 1IrJE'paTrE'VC1as TOV rJE' v. • TOV 

\ 8\ ,... , ,... " I ~ aI 

p'E'V 7] T7]S apX7]S E'KE'tJl7]S x.pOVOV TraVTa E'TrE'fJOV
\1 t,,,~,... , '\' 1 

l\E'vop,7]v VTrO TWV aVTcp XPWp'E'VWV, aVTOS OV x.pw

'8 I .,,).. \ 8 ~I
p,E'VOS, E' OKOVJI 8E'' TtC1lV E'LVal -rlI\OKLJI VJlOS ov 

8 8 ' \ ~ I 1 1I,... 8' .,
E' lWS TOVS EKE'LVOV KE'paVJIOVS, rJE'WV E' OLp.at 


a 1I I r , ~ 1 8 \ ~8\ \

fJ07]UOVJITWV, VTr E'KE'LJlWV TE' E'tJlOV OV E'V C1VJ1 

a Proclus relinquished office as Comes ,in summer 384 

before the Olympia,' which allows Libanius to assert, 
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221. So much then for that. If it is a matter of 
good fortune to have one's prayers fulfilled, I prayed 
that Proclus should lose the office he had turned 
into a tyranny, and my prayers were not in vain. 
Heaven granted his dismissal, and a dismissal 
in disgrace too,a for he deserted his post and 
decamped-all as a result of his own guilty con
science. 222. Zeus kept his festival intact from the 
fellow's eyes, after he defiled his grove with much 
slaughter and bloodshed. b It seemed to me that the 
spirits of the men he had murdered there, like howl
ing dogs, caused him to flee under the constant delu
sion that they were ravening at his heels. I could 
take no part in this celebration of the festival. I 
composed an oration but did not deliver it: instead, 
I took it and offered.it to Zeus, at the same time wor
shipping the god with the scent of incense. 223. 
During the whole period of his office, I was the 
object of plots contrived by his associates. I refused 
to associate with him myself, though I appeared 
foolhardy to one or two people, but I had no fear of 
any bolt that he could hurl. With heaven's aid, 
therefore, nothing serious came from their con
trivances, and I maintained my independence, 

entirely falsely. that he was dismissed in disgrace. 
b The grove is the suburb of Daphne. The major events 

of the Olympia were held in the stadium there. Its fame 
had earlier served to distinguish Antioch from other cities 
of the same name. Cf. Strabo 15.1.73 (p.719), 16.2.4 
(p. 749), Pliny NH 5.18. 
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LIBANIUS 

1 r.... \.... " 
7Tapp1]GtCf Tf ~WVTfS Kat TWV 7TpaTTOfLfVWV f7Tt

\ Q 1 \ 1 " \ 1 8' .ll\afLfJavofLfVOt 7TI\ftOGtV 1] Kat 7TpOG E'V 1]YWVtGu.
\ 1 ,~...., II 1 \ , \ 1 

fLE'8a MYOtS, OVOOTtOVV E'ts POKI\OV aV1]I\WKOTE'S 
, \ \ ~ 1 rl .... 

8 ' \ 
R 139 Xpovov, 7TOI\VV Of yE' E'TfpOt 7TapE'GTWTfS, 7Tapa

1 ,.... \ QI
Ka 1]fLE'VOt, KMaKE'VOVTfS, atTOVVTE'S, l\afLfJavov

r' l' ,~\ , \ .... 
TfS, XP1]p,aTt~OfLE'VOt· WV OVOE'V ffLOt 7TOLOVVTt 

'" " \,../..., ,\\,
7TOtE'LV Tf E'VE'ytyVE'TO I\oyovs -rE'PfLV Tf E'LS GVI\I\O

yoVS. 224. KatToL 7ToAAaL fL€V tytYVOVTO 
Q ,.. \' , \ \ \ ~\ r ,

7TpE'GfJE'taL 7TE'pt EtP1]V1]S, 7TOl\l\at OE V7TOGXE'GE'tS, 
, \ \ " ~ , ...., \ ,~\,,~

F 182 al\l\ OV 7TpoVotoOVV yE' aVTOtS E'fLaVTOV OVOE' aVf

8' ...." \ , \
7TEt OfL1]V. TOtyapovv E'7TTJVOVfL1]V TE' Kat aV1]p 

'5' ,~ 1 ,1 , I " ~ ,.. 
fLVat E'OOKOVV E'V TE' 1]7TE'LpOtS Kat V1]GOts, oEtYfLa 

1 Q \' , ../...' ",,, r \1 
TP07TOV fJMTLOVOS fK-rfpWV T1]V a7TO T1]S OfLtl\tas 

.... , 1 ../... ' 
T1]S fKfLVOV -rvy1]v. 

A" ~\ r....'1 , 8' , \225 . LlOVGa Of 1]fLtV apXOVTa aya OV aVTt 

.... \ 0~' .... ,~ I , 8 I
KaKOV TOV fOOWpOV TOV ov otKatWS a7TO aVOVTOS 

T 1 

M 

8r 'I~ \ I"'~ ~ , , \
1] VX1] E'OWKE' fLE'V GWT1]pLav, E'OWKf OE E'I\E'V E'

, 'I~ ~ " ,.. \ I I 
ptav, E'OWKE' Of aVa7TVE'VGat I\V7T1]GaGa fLOVOVS 

, I r~, M '" '3' '../...
TOVS GOp01T1]yOVS. 0 OE' OVGWV TE' 1]V TP0-rtfLOS 

\ , , , '3'8 \ '3' ,,, \ 1 , 
Kat T1]V apX1]v a I\OV E'tXE'V f7TWV l\E'yfLV Tf E'K 

a For example Or. 10 (On the Plethron), composed in 
Proclus' period of office and criticizing his extensions to the 
Plethron, where part of the Olympic festival took place. 
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attacked their activities, and held my own with 
more orations than before. I never wasted a single 
second on Proclus: he had time enough wasted on 
him by others, with their visits and attendance, 
their flatteries and petitions, their greed and busi
ness dealings. I had no use for this sort of thing, and 
so I could compose my orations and deliver them to 
my audiences.a 224. Though I received many 
overtures of peace and many promises, I would not 
surrender to them nor would I relent. So I earned 
respect and on continent and island I was held to be 
a man of worth, since I provided an example of 
virtue by avoiding his company. 

225. But when Fortune granted us a good gover
nor in the person of Icarius, son of that Theodorus so 
foully slain, she granted salvation, freedom, and 
respite, vexing only the undertakers.b He was a 
nursling of the Muses, and held his office as a 
reward for his poetry,c By virtue of his position he 

Libanius' story here is at best tendentious. He did in fact 
attend Proclus' official audiences, as he was obliged to do 
(Or. 2.3). 

b learius, Comes Orientis 384/5 (PLRE 455 (2)), son of 
the Thecidorus of the conspiracy of 371 (§ 171 above), and 
the subject of Orations 26-29. Relations with him go from 
good to bad or worse, as shown by the progress from advice 
in Or. 26, to protest in Or. 27, and demand for dismissal in 
Or. 28. 

C The poetical qualifications here commended are 
derided in Or. 26.6, 28.2. 
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T~S dpx~s KfKWAVP,lVOS Afy6vTWV d'1TOAaVfLV 

"8 \ "" " \ "" ~, \ \tTJ Mf 	TatS Tf fLS f/Lf Tt/LatS '1Tatoa f/LOV faVTOV 
, 	 , tl' 1', \ \ , "".J.8 ' 
f'1Tf'1TOtTJKft, WI1T ftVat /LOt Kat I1W 0PYll 'f' fYYf

r\ \ 	 Ci ~, " " " r ... °8at 0 Kat ~fOOWpq> av, ft'1TfP fTvyxavf \,WV. 

226. 	 O~TOS tv At/Lli> KaTftA~¢ft T~V '1T6ALV. TOV

'r \ \ \ " t \ ...R 140 TOV /Lft\,w TOV IU/LOV f'1TOLOW at KaTa TWV I1tTO
" , \, 1'8' \ , ~, rt 	 '1/

'1TOtWV a'1Tftl\at. ft Ot /LfV a'1ToopaVTfS fI1W\,OV 
t ", ~\,~... ... ~\ , \ ~ \ 
faVTOVS, apTOS Of ovoa/Lov, '1TVpOV Of fl\'1TtofS, Kat 

" ~''I\ , \ " t \ '!'
KaKWS 0 av '1TOtTJOftf TO '1TfLVTJV. TJ /LfV OW 

'\ ,~\ ~'.J. r' " \ ~\
'1TOl\ts 	 OVOfV otf'f'fPf Xft/La\,0/LfVTJS VfWS, fyW Of 
,~\ \ \ '1/ \" 

ftl10pa/LWV '1Tapa TOV apXOVTa ILfTa '1TOVOV /LfV, 

'1TaVW 	 8' oov PAaPfpaV ¢tAoVftKlav. d'1TtOTla 8t 
l' 	 \ '(' (\, ,/..'

ftXf TOVS (ftTO'1TOLOVS, WS OVX al\WOOVTat 'f'aVfV
\ tl t 1 , 8 "" \ \ " 

TfS, Kat a'1Tal1at V'1TOOX~(fftS al1 fVftS '1TI\TJV /Ltas 

'" ,.... 227 t ~\ l' ~"8 "" F 183 	 TTJS f/LTJS. • WS Of ft'1TOV OftV appfLV fK
£2\1 \~, \1' l' , \',
""al\OVTas TO OfOS Kat 1JKfV OVTOS ftS Ta opTJ Tf 

Ka~ TaS va'1Tas b A6yos, ~oav '1TpO tl1'1Tlpas tv 
'" t 	 '" tl \ "" , '1\ , \ 8\

TOtS aVTWV fKaOTOS, Kat '1TpaY/La OVK av fl\'1Ttl1 fV 

t, 8 t " ~ 1 -'-~ \ , , '1/ " 
fW €V 	fwpaTO, OpU/LOS OWftS f'1T apTOVS' atTLOV 

8t TO '1TA~80s a~Twv. TOVTO /LfTa T~S TVXTJS '1Tf

""8' .J.I " ~\ "" \\ 1'1Tpax at /LOt 'f'atTJv av. OLO TWV I\MftTOVpYTJKO
j 	 ., ! ,.., 1\ " 

TWV XPTJl1t/LWTfPOS fKfKpt/LTJV T'[I '1TOI\Et' TOVS jL£V 
\' r " 8 \ 11 	 ~ (' 

yap fV OW\,0/LfVll '1Tf'1TOtTJO at TTJV oa'1TavTJv, V'1T 
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was prevented from giving orations, but he wanted , 	
to make the most of those who did do so, and in his 
respect for me he had become almost a son to me, so 
that I could 'speak to him in anger in exactly the 
same terms as Theodorus would have done, had he 
been alive. 226. He found the city in a state of 
famine, and this was made worse by threats 
directed against the bakers.a They began to decamp 
to save their skins: there was no bread at all, corn 
was merely a fond hope, and famine would have run 
riot. Our city was like a storm-tossed ship, when I 
hurried to the governor and quelled this disastrous 
rancour, though not without difficulty. The bakers 
were suspicious that if they emerged from hiding 
they would be arrested, and they placed no reliance 
in any promise save mine alone.b 227. I told them 
that they must be of good courage and cast out their 
fears, and this report went over hill and dale, so that 
before evening every one was back in his shop, and 
next morning a sight was seen that passed all 
expectations-no queue for bread, since there was 
so much of it. I venture to assert that, with 
Fortune's aid, it was I who brought this to pass. 
Therefore I was judged to have been of more service 
to the city than its high magistrates, for while they 
went to expense upon a city that was intact, I had 

Ii These famine conditions had lasted since 381 vnthout 
a break. 

b The bakers had fled to Mt. Silpius; cf. §99 above. 

285 



LIBANIUS 

, ~ ~ \ , \ ~ £I 228 I \ I
f/LOU Uf aUT7]1I (Jf(JW(JUat. • 7Tal\lII TOLIIUII 

\'" ,,( "ill £II I \'\1fJOUI\7]S KaK7]S U7T aIlUpW7Tq? /LfUUOIITL Tf KaL 01\£

il Ll' \ , r\ ( " \ " 
UPq? UfL(J7]S TOUS (JLT07TOWUS, os 0/LOU /Lfll fTU7TTfll, 
( '" ~\ ,/ \ \ \' I ~\ I , \ 'I'
0/LOU UE' f/Lfl\l\f Kat OU TOUTOUS Uf /LOIIOII al\l\ 

"ll (/ '" '" ,\ffJIIOS a7Tall, Kat TptTOII f7T7]1I KaKOII, TO YfYU/LIIW

, ,,' " il ~\ ,," ,R 141 /LfllOtS TOtS IIWTOLS aYf(Juat uta TOU a(JTfOS. TOU

, \ \ "\ ( ~\ " \', I
TOtS E'YW /Lfll 7]l\yOUII, 0 Uf fxalpf Kat KaT aUTO 

" \' \ '" , L 229 \ , \ ~ \
yf TOUTO TO al\Yflll f/Lf:. . 1'7]11 apX7]1I Uf 

l' r\ , il '" '" ~~ , Ll " £I
7](Jall OL opUWS TaUTa TTlUf 7TpaTTE'(JuaL f7TfLfJOII 

\ r " '''' , ..I.. ' \ I I \Kat WS ft TLS fKflllOIl a'ffl\Ot XftpW 7TOL7](Jft T7]1I 
, 11'1'( \, '" '" ,
ayopall. 7]11 OUII 0 /Lfll fll Tq? TOU IIflltK7]KOTOS 

I \' I "ll rl "',
(JX7]/LaTt Kat aUTOS Tf 7](Jutfll ot TE' TaUTa f7Tat

'" ( " ~\ " £I , 'fJ " 1I0UllTE'S, 7]/LLII Uf KfKpaT7](Juat Tf (JUllf alllfll fXflll 

\ \ , Ll' ,~ I 230 '" T I ~ I (
Tf 7T1\7]1I auu/Ltas OUUfll. • TTl UXTI Uf, ws 
" ,\ l' , ..1..,. , ,
fOlKfll, at(JxpolI flllaL f'fatllfTO TOtaUT7]1I IItK7]1I Tf 

Ka~ ~TTall 7TfpWpo.lI, Kat TO 7Tpo.Y/La /LfTl67]Kfll 
,~ \ ( '" ,r \ ~ \ , \ 

OUUfll 7]p,w1l 7TpaY/LaTfU(Ja/LfIlWII' 0 yap U7] aft 
" I ,,, ,(., , '" \ \ 

F 184 OlllOU Yf/LWII E'KflllOS f{,fW(JTO Tf T7]S 7TfP' Ta TOL

aUTa t~ou(JLas OtKOt Tf Ka6~(JTO tYKfKaAU/L/LlIIOS 

7Tf7TOL7]/Lfll7]S Tf TifJ IIo(Jft8Wllt 17T7T08po/LLas 7TfP~ 

TTl OtKLq. Tfl aVTOU 8f8u1s ~TPf/Lf' TO(JOUTO KU/La 

1'>:. " '\ '..I..' " ,... '" 17TaWWII f7T aUT7]1I f'ffPfTO, KfMUOIlTE'S f~f/L€£II 
r\ ,~ ~, " \ r ~,,~, '" 
a fU7]UOKfL KaKWS, KaL aL Uq.UfS fllXfPOtll. Ta7Tft

1 tefl.UtV conj. Wyttenbach: tpf£tV Mss., edd. 
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been instrumental in saving it. 228. However, 
evil counsel once more placed the bakers under the 
control of a villainous sota who began to make in
discriminate· use of threats and floggings, not just 
against the actual bakers, b but against the whole 
corporation. Yet another injustice was perpetrated 
when they were paraded through the city with 
backs bared. At this I was grieved, but he was cock
a-hoop, and all the more so because of my grief. 
229. At first, some people tried to maintain that 
such actions were justified and that, if he were 
removed, conditions in the market would get worse. 
So he appeared to be on the winning side and, while 
he and his adherents had food in plenty, we were 
the losing party: and had nothing but disappoint
ment. 230. However, it seems that Fortune con
sidered it a shabby trick to turn a blind eye to a vic
tory and a defeat of this sort, and so, without any 
intervention on my part, the whole aspect of affairs 
was changed, and he, ever the sot, was ousted from 
his position of authority and sat at home with 
covered face, and when the horse race had been run 
in honour of Poseidon, he was all fear and trembling 
for his own home, such a torrent of lads bore down 
upon it, torch in hand, calling upon him to disgorge 

a Candidus, a principalis, was appointed epistates of 
the bakers by lcarius. For his venality see Or. 27.9 fT. 

b A contrast is drawn between the actual bakers and all 
the others employed on the city's food supply. 
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, 8'" , '" ',Q r ''fl rlVOV € 1JV Kat 0(10V aVT'P (1VVVt"pt':,€ 'lTpOT€pOV, 0 

'e ,r, '.' 8' 8' '" ,T€ €\:,1J'lTaT1JfL€VOS aVTOV a'lTllT€t tKas ta TWV €V 

TfJ K€~a'\fJ TptXWV • 
Ttl 8" '" , '" r, r '" ,231 . nK€ € €V TatS aVTatS 1JfL€patS 1JILLV Kat 

,...(, , \\,..., t\ 
TOV V'lTapxOV ypafLfLaTa 'lTOl\l\atS Kat fL€yal\aLS TL

'" 'J.. I , 'l' '.1 "lI'\ '8'"fLWVTa €v.,.,1JfLLatS· €V ats Kat 'lTaVV fL €U€I\€LV L €tv 
, t fl 1 "" 'li tR 142 €vf:y€ypa'lTTO, W(1T€ TOts VVKTWP f:KT€uf:tKO(1tv 
, '" " (tl ,,,,,,\ 
€K€tva Ta ypafLfLaTa OTOV fLf:V 1JV OVK f:Myf:V, 

fl 8" J.. ' ) t 1I l' \'O(1a € f:(1VKo.,.,aVT€t 1T€VuOS €tvaL T1JV f:'lTt

\ , 232' \ , 8' r, tl rI
(1TOI\1JV. • ol\tyats € 1JfLf.patS V(1T€POV ov 
" \1 , , "" ,
f:'lTot1J(1a I\oyov atT1J(1aVTL (1TpaT1JY'P, Kat yap 

,.../ \ ",n",',. \ \ 
TOVTO fLOt 'lTapa T1JS U€OV TO f.tvat TOVS Ta TOt

'" , '" ,...", \1 8 I
aVTa atTOVVTas, TOVTOV OVV TOV I\oyov f:tKVVWV 

'8 I , r, \" III
f:V OKtfLOVV, Kat 1JV 'lTapafLVfJLOV 0 KPOTOS T€1\f.V

"" , 8' I , \' 8 'eT1JS av pos, ov 'l" Ta ypafLfLaTa fLOt 'lTpOS f.'JTL f.t\:, f:LS 
, Q \ , " ,...,,... rI ,... 

(1VVf:'lTpaTTf: t"f:I\TLW Tf: OVTa TWV f.fLWV a TaLS 

,~ (I " I '" 
WOL(1tv V'lT1JKOVf., KaL 'lTapf:XOVTa TPf:Xf:tv TOLS 

3~8a'\fLo'is 8t' aihwv. l'lTt TOVTOLS ~,B0~80vv 

1 Lac. ante {J;aTf. posuit F., perperam. 

a Candidus was deposed at the end of 384. The festival 
of Poseidon occurs early in the New Year, with horse races 
and torchlight processions, always 8.1"1 opportunity for high 
spirits, riot, and arson for a volatile populace. 
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all that he had unjustly consumed. a His former 
associates in arrogance were but broken reeds, and 
he, thoroughly undeceived, tore his hair in morti
fication. 

231. About the same time, there arrived from the 
prefectb letters full of praise and commendation for 
me. For instance, he wrote that he was very eager 
to meet me, so that for the underhand publishers of 
those lampoons-they didn't say who wrote them, 
but what slander they contained!-his letter was a 
source of pain. 232. A few days afterwards, the 
military govemorc asked me for the oration I had 
composed-yes, lowe it to Fortune that there were 
people to make such requests-and when I delivered 
it, I received high praise. The applause consoled me 
for the death of my secretary, whose writing 
assisted me greatly in my declamations, since it was 
much better than niy own notes compiled in the pro
cess of composition, and allowed me to run through 
them at a glance. After this, I helped various 

b Cynegius (PLRE 235 (3», Praetorian Prefect of the 
East, is now, in early 385, touring the East on his mission 
to restore the curiae (cf. Or.. 52.40). A play on the mean
ings of ypdpp.a.Ta has caused confusion here: (0 the prefect's 
letter, (H) anonymous graffiti and lampooning placards 
concocted by Libanius' opponents against him. 

C Ellebichus (PLRE 277), magister militum 383-388. 
He was to be one of the commissioners after the Riots of 
the Statues. For this panegyric, Or. 32.2. Libanius' inter
ventions here are connected with Cynegius' policy of forced 
recruitment to the curiae, then in full swing. 
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F 185 	 ~l'\OtS YOVE"VC1L 7Talowv 7TatoE"vopivWv 6py~v n 
" 'i:'" \ \ 1 \ ~ ,.... \
apxoV'ros E"satpWV Kat I\VWV Tlva OE"(Jp,WV Kat 

1 ,,~, 1 
7TapE"XWV otKaOE" a7TLE"vat. 

T \ ~ \ '\ ,.... \ ,.... \ t/ '\ ,....233 . 7]v OE" a7TO TOV I\tp,OV Kat ap,a a7TO TOV 
\ ,.... \ 1 'i: l' \ 1 \ 8 ,.... ,~, '!\ 
1\0tp,OV 	 I\V7T7]V, E"s WV 7TOI\V TO V7](JKOV, OVO av 

, ,.... tl I \ ,I. \ ~ 1 tl 
E"t7TE"tv 0(J7] p,Ot KaTE"(JXE" T7]V 'fVX7]V ovvatp,7]v. on 
,l.IQ 'I r I \ ,.. \ r,.... ,
'fOfJOS 7]vayKa~E" 7TaTE"pas KaMtv TOVS aVTWV 7Tap 
r \ tI , I r \ ~\ r I 
E"aVTOVS W(J7TE"P E"K 7TVpOS, OL p'E"V 07] V7T7]KOVOV, 

,.... ~\, \ \ I ,\ ~, " r I 
p,E"LOV OE" E"p,ot TO 7TOtp,V/,OV, E"yw 0 E"xatpOV (JW~Op,E"-

"\\ 	 'I I I \ I ,....
VWV al\l\o(JE" /,OVTWV. 7TaVTa p,E"VTOt TOV xpOVOV TOV

" 	 1\ ~ ,.. r I 8 \ ~,..
TOV aVE"V YE"I\WTOS ot7]YOV LKE"TE"VWV E"OVS oovvaL 

\ I ~,.... ~\ r I \ \ \ ,,~ 
p'E"V Kap7TOVS, oovvat OE" vytE"tav. Kat TO p'E"V E"OO

\ r \ \', \ ~ \ '\ Ir \ 
C1av, Kat 0 1\0tp,OS E"(JT7], Kap7TOVS OE" E"1\7Tt~E"tv p'E"V 

" I ~\ r '\ \ '" 1\
E"Vt, TVXOL OE" 7] E"1\7TtS TOV TE"I\OVS:' 

234. 'A,\,\a. Ta "IE" TWV ~P,E"T~PWV '\oywv VVV 

\ I '" tl ,.... r I tl r8' '" R 143 7TMOV 7] 7Tponpov 7]TT7]Tat TWV E"TE"PWV, wa 7]p,tv 

\ ,l.IQ r \ '''' 1 8 \, ,...
Kat 'fOfJOV V7TE"p aVTWV yE"VE"C1 at P,7] E"KK07TW(Jtv 
tl \ 	 I '" ,.. I \ '5' 
OI\WS, Vop,OV TOVTO 7TOLOVVTOS. ypap,p,aTa p'E"V OVV 

\ I '" '" r \ ~\ \ \
Kat Vop,OS TOVTO OVK E"7TpaTTE"V, 7] Tlp,7] OE' Kat TO 

,.. \ 'I \ \' I I 8 \ ~ ITWV T7]V Tal\7]V E"7Tt(JTap,E'VWV yE"VE'C1 at TO ovva

,... ~\ " ,... I ~ \ \ I~,.. 
a8at. 8E'otS OE' apa TOLS OOV(Jt TOV(JOE' TOVS I\oyovs 

\, \ ~ I '!' "r. \ I \,... \ 
Kat V7TE"P T7]S VLK7]S WV E'Ooaav p'M7]C1E't Kat 70V -TO 

I tl '5" '),... '8
KpaTOS 0 7Ton 7]V E"V aVTOtS Kop,t(Ja(J at. 

235. Ilapa. Tothwv ot Cipa TWV 8E'wV £7T~pgE' Kat 
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friends of mine, parents of boys in my charge, by 
assuaging the governor's anger, and I even got one 
released from prison and enabled him to return 
home. 

233. I could not possibly recount the distress 
caused by plague and famine. a Many people died: 
parents were induced by fear to summon home their 
sons as though from the dead: they obeyed, and my 
flock diminished, but I was glad that they found 
safety by leaving me. All this time I spent joylessly, 
in prayer to the gods to grant us food and health. 
Health they granted, for the plague abated; as for 
food, we can but hope, and I pray that our hope may 
be fulfilled. 

234. Moreover, as regards my studies, they had 
now lost ground to Latin even more than before, so 
that I am afraid that they may, through the agency 
oflaw, become completely superseded.b Yet it is not 
law or edicts that have brought this about, but the 
honour and power reserved for those acquainted 
with Latin. However, the gods have granted this 
eloquence, and will in the end ensure that what they 
have granted will emerge victorious and regain the 
influence it once held. . 

235. Indeed, I myself have been preserved by 

a cr. Or. 27.8 (summer 385). 
b cr. §214 above; Or. 43.4--5. Only in 439 was Greek 

admissible in official legal procedures, Nov. Theod. 16. 
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LIBANIUS 

, , '\\~""
f.f.I,Ot 'lTOT£ aWTTJpta. 'lTO/\/\OtS f.l,f.1I 'lTpOTf.pOIl f.Tf.at, 
\ l/j Ci:." , \' I ,\\, ~ (\,
/\f.Yf.a(7w Of., f.t Ka.t f.l,TJ 'lTPOTf.POII, a./\/\a.IIV11, o/\oyos 

8e 'lTa.pa 1'011 XPOIIOII 0~8ell d8tK~af.Ta.t. 'lTa.pf.¢pOIlf.t 

I \" '8"ns Xf.tPOTf.XIITJS Ka.t TOVS f.l,f.1I 'lTOPPW f.1I f.Ta.pa.TTf.II, 
" Ci:." l' \ rl \ I Ci:." '!' 
f.an 0 WII Ka.t TJ'lTTf.TO, Xa./\f.'lTWTa.TOS Of. TJII 

, '6' 8' I ,r,,1e;:,.
£f.I,OL, Ka. a.'lTf.P n 'lTf.'lT01I ws Ka.KOII, Ka.t O'lTOTf. toOt 

\ IIJ , A-' "8 I ~ f3 \ If.l,f., /\wovs a.-rtf.t Ka.t f.'lTf. Vf.I,f.t KTf.tlla.t a./\WII. 

'Ci:.' ,." " , " Ci:.' '" r ~236. TO Of. a.tT£01I OVTf. TOTf. '00f.tll 1IV11 Tf. f.Vpf.tII 

", , Ci:." , f3 \' 'f3 \ \ '" r ,OVK f.XW. 'lTpOS Of. Ta.S O/\a.s oa.t f.l,f.1I TWII OPWII

'!' r, '!\ , r, I A- 'f3
TWII TJaa.lI, ota.S 0.11 'lTotTJaf.ta.lI V'lTf.p TOtOVTWII -r0 Ot, 

'" Ci:.' \ "Ci:.' 'Ci:.' I r Ci:.' \ ~ 8 '" " i 
Xf.tPf.S Of. f.OpWII OVOf.II, a.t Of. TWII f.WII Ka.t 'lTa.IIV, 
Ci:." r\ r, \ l{j I "'",A
ot ovs a.'lTa.s /\tuOS fla.Ta.£OS, TWII f.l,f.1I OVK f.-rtKIIOV-

I ~ r , 237 'Ci:." If.l,f.IIWII, TWII Of. V'lTf.P'lTf.TOf.l,f.IIWII. • Ka.t 'lT0Tf. 

/j' \ '!' , {J' "8' (A-'
(7f.POS f.l,f.1I TJII Ka.t f.l,f.aTJf.L, pta., Ka.t f.Ka. TJ/LTJII V-r I 

! 
l' I A"8 '" 8' ICf'lTf.P f.tW f.tII K£OlIt, TCf LloTJ/LOC1 f.llf.t 'lTP0C1Kf.t/Lf.1I0S, 

~ Ci:." 'Ci:." , , \ '8 ' Ci:.' ~ \ r
'lTa.pTJII of. OVOf.tS, OVK f./\f.V f.POS, OV oov/\os. 0 

Ci:.' \ '!' \ /j , r" \ r "ll , '" Ci:.' I; '" 
Of. TJ/\(7f. Tf. WS £/Lf., Ka.t 0 /\wos f.1I Tn Of.fjtq.. 'lTpoa

'8' Ci:." '" ,\ 8' r\" I \f./\ WII OTJ Ta.tS /Lf.ya./\a.tS vpa.tS a.t OVK f.Kf.K/\f.tIITO 
, Ci:." l' '!' "Ci:.' 'Ci:.' '" , Ci:.' \ ~ ." Ci:.'

Ka.t ot WII TJII 1'0.110011 tof.tll, f.'lT£tOTJ f.tof.1I €IIUOII 

" 'Ci:.' I ,,.. '8 \ " \ ~, III
0111'0. OVOf.lla., a.'lTTJ/\ f. TTJII a.VTTJII /L£Ta. TOV /\LUOV, 

, ,.. " r, , 8 I r Ci:." ,
Ka.t Ta.VTa. a.VTOS f.WPWII ov KtIITJ f.tS, 0 Of. OVK 

" ; ,~ \ .. , '8 \ , 11 .... ~ I
TJIlf.YKf.1I f.'lT f./Lf. 1'011 OC/' a."/LOII (7~WjJ 'fuii KEKW"VKO

a Demosthenes was staple for the rhetorical education, 
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these same gods many a long year ago, but let me 
acknowledge it now, even if I have not done so 
before, for the account will take no harm, as regards 
the chronology. One of the artisans began to go 
mad, and he would annoy other people from a dis
tance or would even manhandle them, but it was for 
me that he showed the greatest hostility, just as 
though I had injured him in some way. Whenever 
he saw me, he would hurl stones at me, and he 
threw intending to kill. 236. The reason I neither 
knew then nor can discover now. Whenever he 
threw, an outcry would arise from the onlookers 
who were, naturally, alarmed at such conduct, but 
no one ever lifted a finger to help. It was by divine 
providence that every stone missed me and either 
fell short or passed overhead. 237. One summer's 
day at noon, I was seated at the foot ofmy usual pil
lar, engrossed in Demosthenes,a with not a soul in 
sight, free or slave, when this fellow approached 
with a stone in his hand. He carne closer and peered 
through the big gate, which was open and gave a 
view of the interior, but saw no one there, and 
retired the way that he had corne, still clutching his 
stone. I saw this for; myself, without moving a 
muscle, and his eye did not light upon me, since 
some divine power prevented it. Otherwise there 

but particularly so for Libanius, author of the 'Hypotheses' 
and dubbed Demosthenes the Second by the Byzantines; 
cf. Foerster Vol. i, p. 74. 

293 



LIBANIUS 

TOS. ~ O~K a.V 1TA1]y~S E'ts 8&'vaTov l8€~81]v 
~, ,,1' r \ l{j 238 \ I
oE'vTE'pas, T0C10VTOS 1]v 0 I\WOS. • TOV TOtvVJI 
'dl , ,~ \ (I ,~ I {j"
€K€WE'V E'tS T1]VO€ T1]V wpG.v Xpovov OOC1LJ1 u€WV 

\ I ",I. , , \"
F 187 	 l\oytWV VOP.tC1T€OV. E'..,..pOVTtC1a P.€VTOL Kat TOV 

,J.." \', (j ~", ') \" \ 
..,..pOV1]C1aL TOV aVrJpW1TOV 01]C1aL T€ aVTOV TCfJ 1TaTpt 

a \ ,\ " ,,I. '(I~ " 
C1VP.fJOVMVC1as KaL P.E'TE'VE'yKE'LV €..,.. VOwp a1T 

" \ \ ~ \ \' I ,1 " ,
OLVOV, KaL yap 01] KaL €1TE'1TVt1P.1]V OLVCfJ VOC11]C1G.L TOV 

Cfv8pW1TOV. 

R 145 239. 'AAA' l1T&'V€tP.L 8~· TWV TtS ~p1v 1TE'1TA1]

, "" ('" \, I
C1LaKOTWV aV1]p a€L Ttvas €C1TtWV KaL TOVTCfJ Xatpwv 

" I '''' , \ ~, a~ , \ " 
WV T€ TtS €V TCfJ p.E'yaI\CfJ C1VJ1€OP'CfJ, KLfJ01]I\O'S OVE'L

'c 8 \ r , \', I
paC1tv 	 E't"a1TaT1] E'ts V1TLC1XVOVP.E'VOLS TO. OVK E'C10

\ '" fl , \ \ \ (I ~" \ 
p.E'va, yE'I\WV ap.a 1TpOS 1TOI\I\OVS aTTa LOOL E'1\€yE'. 

" .. \ r , " , ~ \ ')~
TOVTO 1TPOLWV 0 xpOVOS E'1TOL1]t1€ KtvoVJIOV. KaL aOl

" ,~ , (\ T l' ( ~, ~ 'I 
KE'tv E'OOKOVJI, 0 P.€V OLS E'L1TE'V, 0 OE' OtS 1]KOVC1€V. 

~ ~ ,,, ~ I \ ') \ r
240• WV €tS TtS E'V TCfJ oLKaC1T1]ptcp Kat E'P.OV V1TO

,J.. , 	 I "" '" " ,J.. r ~ \
ypa..,..€a K€KOLVWV1]KE'VG.L T1]S aK01]S €..,..aC1KE'V, 0 O€ 
'lI , Ll , \ '" , , r ~ \ 'c' 
apa €TE'UV1]K€L, KaL TOVTO aKOVC1as 0 OLKat1T1]S E't"E'-

ClaA€ TOV AOyOV. 1T&'Atv lv T01JTW TW 8aV&.TWfJ ~ ~ ~ 
I \' '" '\ ~\ (~ '" \ 8 'f3f3aC1avov p.E'V E'K€tvOS, E'yw O€ ooov TE' KaL opv wv 

\ I 'J.. "",I. l{j (\ ~ \ , \ 
Kat 1TOVWV OV ""'0P1]TWV a..,..E'w1]v. 0 yap 01] E'1TL 

Il" ~I ! 'l\ l' !' ,... '1 ~ ~ \ 
TE'uJlE'WTa 1]KWV TtS av 1]V ~wv'fOS; cl\Eyf v{ 

a Identified by Sievers (p. 169) with the offender of 
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would have been no need for a second blow, so big 
was the stone. 238. The period from that time up 
to the present, therefore, I must regard as the gift of 
the gods oflearning. However, I took good care to 
have the fellow brought to his senses: I advised his 

• 1 	 father to keep him under restraint and to get him off 
wine on to water, since I had discovered that he was 
a chronic drunkard. 

239. But to resume-one of my ex-pupils was a 
man who always derived great pleasure from enter
taining people.a He was a member of the Senate, 
and had often been deceived by silly dreams that 
made promises impossible to fulfil, and he would 

,. 	 humorously describe his visions to people at large. 
As time went on, this proved a risky business, for 
both he and his hearers were held to be guilty of an 
offence, he because of his story, they because they 
listened to it. 240. One of them alleged in court 
that my secretary had been implicated in the busi
ness, but as he was dead, the governor rejected the 
charge. Here again, by his death my secretary was 
spared the torture,b and I the long journey and 
unbearable clamours and toils, for what trouble 
would not have been started if the man who 
attacked him after his death had attacked him in 
his lifetime? The motive behind this allegation was 

Themist. Or. 19.229d (of 385). He was a Senator of Con
stantinople (~pf"&'>',,, fJov>'~; cr. Ep. 1327.3). 

b A second providential release, similar to the incident 
of Adelphius (§ 173). 
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" , r \ \ ~I ,,'
TaVTa OVX WS TOV VfKpOV TTapaOWawv TOtS VOp,OtS, 
'\\'" { ~I ,,"' ..... ~ ~al\l\ Otp,a Tt TTpOafOOK1Jaf, TOtS OV p'fT aV'fOV OfOf-

I , ,,\ ~ ~I 6 J..9 '" , Ip,fVOtS TOV p'1J OfOfa at .,., ovwv. TVX1JS TotVvv 1 
l 

F 188 iiya8~s 1'0 p,~ KaKw6~vat aVKO~aV'f{as c3oovatv, 
'\\\ "r~1 I \ , 6' " al\l\a TOts 1JotaTOts 1'£ Kap,aTOtS Kat ftW oatv aVTt 

'" , , 6' ~ \ "'~' \ II " '" ITWV OVK ftW OTWV ota TOVOf fl\Uftv TOV xpovov. 
'E I \ ~ \ '" '" , , I241 . Kftvq> p.ev 0"1 Tq> Xftp'WVt TTfpas fTTtftKf
, '6 Q \ \ l' , 'l\ rl , \

aTfpov fTTf 1JKf ,..,aaLl\fVS OtoV OVK av fTfpOV, fp,Ot 
~ '" 6' \ , ,~, J.. '" ~ \ ~, 1
oOKftv. avaTq> P,fV yap ovofva, .,.,VYTI Of OVO, 

R 146 TTA1JYalS ot o~ TTOAAalS tTTO{1Jaf TOVS (tAAOVS ~fA-
, , \ ~~, I r 1 II , '" 

1'tOvaS, fp,Ot oe ytYVfTat 1'tS fTepWUfV TapaX1J T1JS 
, '" ~ \' I ", '" II::.
fV Tq> otaaKal\ftq> VfOT1JTOS OV TTaa1JS fV TTl Tasft 

I '\\' , J.. '" '" \ I ,p,fvova1JS, al\l\ fV aw.,.,povOVV1't Tq> TTl\ftoVt p,otpas 

TtvOS 6paavvop,l:v1JS, Tij> AVTTEi'v ~tAo1'tp,ovp,lv1JS 
\ , ~ , r "6 \ I \ \ ,

Kat fVOftKVVp.ev1]S WS ft f fl\1JaOVat Kat TTl\fOV 1't 
~ I 242 ' \ ~\ \' \ '" ~ , " opaaOvatv. . fp,Ot Of P,1J a"Yftv p,ev OVK "IV, 

..... ~\ , 1::.' tl r '" ,~ '" ,
atWTTav Of 1JstOVV fWS aVTWV aotKftv KaTaYVOVTfS 
" , '" , '" , ~\"1Jaav fV TOts TTP01'£POtS. T1JS yVWp'1]S Of OVK ap-

I " '1 \.\"Kova1JS ftS TTta1'tV '!TpOafYfVfTO 1't 1'0 T1JV avaYKTJV 
" rl ~\ Q \, ,,, '1::. " (I
fXOV, waTf P,1JOf ,..,OVI\Op,fVOtS aTTftVaL f~fLvaL. °Tt 

1 Post ovo lac. indic. Re., Martin. 
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not to deliver the dead man up to justice, but he had 
something else in view, I suspect, since he bore a 
grudge against anyone who had not suffered arrest 
with him just because he had not been arrested. 
Thus it was by good fortune that I was not harmed 
by the fangs of envy, but passed this time in my 
usual congenial labours rather than in most unwel
come toils. 

241. The emperor put a fitting end to that 
winter,R none more fitting, to my mind, when, 
refraining from inflicting the death penalty, he 
imposed a sentence of exile on a couple of people and 
corrected the rest with a few floggings. However, a 
disturbance of different origin affected me, when not 
all the students in the school kept the rules of dis
cipline. The majority behaved properly, but a cer
tain section misconducted themselves and made a 
point of being a nuisance, showing that, if they once 
took it into their heads, they would go to even 
greater lengths. .242. I naturally felt aggrieved, 
but I decided to re~ain silent until they recognized 
their misconduct and returned to their former sta
tion. However, their attitude gave no grounds for 
confidence, and so some compulsion was applied, so 
that they could not leave even if they wished. What 

a Double entendre on X!tpiiJVt: (i) winter (of 385/6), (ii) 
the charge of magic. For Theodosius' clemency here cf. Or. 
19.21, Themist. Or. 19.230b, 231d. 
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8' ,.. 't "8 1:.' , \,

£ TOVTO 1]11, £ o~£ /LOt fL1] l\£y£tll. 

T' 8' '8 ,,.. ,,, ,J, '\" \243. 	 ° £ 7Ta os £K£LlIO TO T1]S K£.,..al\1]S TO 
, ,.. f', Q ,.." ,., 8 \ ~ t 
apxaLOlI, ° pPOllT1]S £PYOll £Y£YOll£L, Lal\L7TuJI £K

~ " , \ " \ 't \ ,
KaW£Ka £1'1] 7Tal\tll £lI£K£tTO Kat 1]11 xal\£7TWT£pOll 

, 1:.' '8' " , t , fl
ap~afL£lIOll £v vs fL£Ta 1'1]11 fL£YL(JT1]lI £OpT1]lI, 1] Y£ 

, ,.. 	 r 'tp ", 8 ' 't,
KOtJI1] TWlI V7TO WfLaLOtS 01lTWlI, £os 1'£ 1]11 fL1] 

8 ' " ,,, ~ 8'KaT£V£X £t1]l1 £7TL (JVlIov(JtCf TWlI 7TaWWlI Ka 1]fL£

't 8' " \ \ , , 8' r,F 189 	 1I0S, 1]11 £ KaL £7TL Kl\tJl1]S K£LfL£lIq: £OS, 1]fL£pat 1'£ 

fl l 1:.' 8'>. , "8 '" fla7Ta(JaL 7TtKpa, lIV~L ~ xaptll '!I £tJI TOV V7TlIOV,; 

,J, " 8' t, , ", r fl
.,..all£t(Ja £ 1]fL£pa TO KaKOll £KOfLL':I£lI W(JT£ 

\ " , '" 8'" , '" \ \ " 8"Kat '!ITOVll 7Tapa TWlI £WlI aliT al\l\ov TtJlOS aya OV 

, 8' , ,." r't ,
1'011 allaTOll, Kat 7TL(JT£V£LlI fL£lI OVK £LXOll WS OV 

,J,8'" , "r, 244" 8'8 La.,.. £P£L fLOt 1'011 1I0Vll 1] vO(J0S. • OV7TW £ 

,.. fl ""',J,' '8 8 " TOVTO 	 01'£ TaVTa £ypa.,..oll £7T£7T01l £tJI, app1](JaL 

8' r, ,.. ,\ \ , ,.. " \ 
£ V7T£P TOV fL£I\I\OllTOS OV :7Tap1]lI. Kat aVTO 

8'>. ,,' " ,,.. 8'" 8).
~ TOVTO fLOt TO fL1]7TW 7Tapa TWlI £WlI Ott\ to. 

" 1"" '1:.' ,J,\'QfLallT£WS fL£ aLfLCl OVK £tWlI £~ay£tJI .,..I\£pa 

R 147 T£fLOllTa, Ka{TOt (J~o8pa y£ 6;pfL1]K6Ta. ~A£y£ 

8' r, , , ,.. , , ~, ,.. r , 
£ ° taTpos, £t TOVTO £Y£YOll£t, uta. TOV PV£lITOS 

aYfLa7'os laxvlI Aap611Tos TOV 7T1I£VfLaTOS1 

I 1TvEvp.aTos Mss., Re., Martin: {1€Vp.a.TOS conj. Gasda, F. 

a Cf. Or. 43 (De Pactis), esp. 9-10. Libanius proposes 
the banning of student transfers and desertions, a ban 
regarded as comparatively recent in Or. 36.13 of 386. Why 
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this was exactly, I think it better to leave unmen
tioned.a 

243. MyoId migraine, originally caused by the 
thunderbolt, began to trouble me again after sixteen 
years of respite.b Commencing straight after the 
great festival of New Year, in which all Roman sub
jects share, it became worse, and I feared that I 
would collapse when seated in front of my class or 
even as I lay abed. Every day was painful: every 
night I was thankful for sleep: when day dawned, 
back came my affliction with it; and I prayed heaven 
for death in preference to any other boon, and was 
convinced that the malady would affect my reason. 
244. At the time of writing, this has not yet 
occurred, but I can have no confidence with regard 
to the future. Yet the very fact that it has not 
occurred is heaven's work for, through the agency of 
a soothsayer, I was forbidden to open my veins for 
bleeding, eager though I was to do so. The doctor's 
opinion was that, if this had occurred, my breathing 
would have quickened with the flow of blood, my 
head would have been affected, and that would have 

he refuses to give details is unknown. For indiscipline in 
the schools in the 380s see Or. 3.26-28, 58 passim. 

b New Year 386: gout and migraine, dormant since 371 
(§ 143 above) recur, with the regular symptoms of depres
sion, neuralgia, vertigo; attacks in spring and autumn 
(§ 247), For medicine, divination, and magic, d. Barb, "The 
Survival of the Magic Arts," in The Conflict between Pagan
ism and Christianity, ed. Momigliano, 1963, pp. 100-125. 
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r 8 "" , J.. \' ,1 ,1 
TJTTTJ f:LaaV TTJV Kf:'f'aI\TJV 1TaVTWS av /.Lf: KaL 

a \ "" 245' , ~, '1 1KaTa!-'al\f:LV. . f:V TOVTOLS Of: ovn /.L0L YLVf:TaL 
,1 , ~ ,~ 1 , 8 ' ~ 1 
ovap TOLOVOf:· f:OOKOVV /.LoL TWf:S vaaVTf:S OVO 

~ "" ,,' tl 8 '" , r ... A ,
1TaLOf: TOLV Vf:KpOW TOV f:Tf:pOV f:LVaL f:V Lf:PCP ULOS 

~1TLa8f:v T~S 8vpas, dyavaKTovvTOS 8' /.L0V TfJ TOU 

A' t~a J.. 1 " "r 1 "8'ULOS V!-'Pf:L 'f'avaL Twas /.Lf:XPt TTJS f:a1Tf:pas TOV 

tl tit:. r, ~,~ 8' 8 'J.. J.. ' 
OVTWS f:{:; f:W , TJKovaTJS Of: 00 TJaf:a at Ta'f'Cf. 'f'ap

~" 1 "\ " IfLaKa Of: Kat /.LayyaVf:vfLaTO. Kat 1TOI\f:/.L0V a1TO YOTJ

TWV d.v8pwv TaUTa t86Kf:t 8TJAovv. 246. Kat 

tl ~" " J.. 'a ,,, '\ ,
f:L1Tf:TO Of: TO f:PYOV, 'f'0!-'OL Tf: f:Kf:WOL Kat 1TI\TJV Tf:
\ ... ,~ , , 8 I , \ \ , \ 1 \ I 
I\f:VTTJS OVOf:VOS f:1TL V/.LLa. al\l\a1Tf:p' TOVTOV 1\0yOL 

'8'1TpOS, TOVS", " Tf: 1TpOSTf: af:L 1TapOVTas 1 f:VxaL f:OVS. 

, 8' ,r \" " 8' ~'r ~ {
f:X pos f.Lf:V 0 I\OVTPOV 1Lf:/.LVTJ/.Lf:VOS, f:X pos Of: 0 Of: 

, J.. " 'a a\ ! , '!' r ", !
1TVOV, KaL 'f'VYTJ a1TO !-,L!-,I\LWV f:V OLS 01, TWV apxaLWV 

, J..'~'" J..... ,!
1TOVOt, 'f'VY1J Of: a1TO ypa'f'TJs Tf: Kat 1ToLTJaf:WS 
\ I \ !\ ~" \! ,......

F 190 I\oywv, KaTf:I\f:I\VTO Of: TO l\f:yf:W, Kat TaVTa TWV 

! a" ,." ! r!'~,
Vf:WV !-'oatS TOVTO a1TaLTOVVTWV. 01T0Tf: yap OTJ 

, " ! , J..! (I ,!
1TpOS aVTO yLyVOL/.LTJV a1Tf:'f'f:p0/.LTJV Wa1Tf:p aKanov 

€vavTlcp 1TVf:V/.Lan, Kat or /.L~V f:1xov d.KpOo.af:WS ~A= 
!'\:::. ,,~, 'l\ 1 , ! , \ ~\ \ ! 

1TLoas, f:yw 0 av f:atywv. LaTpoL Of: TTJV TOVTWV 
'1/ "\\8 r "",!\ r,,1 J..I
Laaw 0.1\1\0 L ~TJTf:W f:Kf:I\f:VOV, WS OVK OVTWV a'f'LaL 

R 148 TWV TOtOVTWV €v TV TtXVll ~ap/.Lo.Kwv. 247. l86
~, \, \" "\ \ " '" , '" 

Kf:L Of: Kat TOVTOtS Kat TOLS al\I\OtS a1TO TOV aVTOV 
\ ,~, ('\, , ,,"

Kat TO OLS, ° /.LTJ1TW 1TP0Tf:POV, voaTJaaL !Lot TO. 
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been the end of me. 245. While I was in this condi
tion, I had the following dream. I saw two boys 
sacrificed, and the dead body of one was put in the 
~emple of Zeils, behind the door. On protesting at 
this sacrilege, I was told that this would be the posi
tion until evening, but that, when evening came, 
he would be buried. This seemed to portend 
spells, incantations, and the hostility of sorcerers. 
246. And so it turned out in actual fact, when all 
those fears obsessed me and I desired nothing save 
to die. This was the sole topic of conversation with 
each fresh visitor and of my prayers to heaven. Any 
man who mentioned baths or dinner, I detested. I 
avoided all the books containing the works of the 
classics, and the writing and the composition of my 
orations, and my eloquence was undone, even 
though my students loudly demanded it. Whenever 
I ventured upon it, I was carried off course, like 
a boat in a contrary wind, so that, while they 
kept expecting a discourse, I would fall silent. My 
doctors bade me seek the cure elsewhere, for 
there was no remedy for such maladies in their art. 
247. They, and others with them, also attributed 
to this same cause a double visitation of gout, both 
winter and summer-which had never occurred 

1 iiv Mas., Re., Martin: ali F. 
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"pO '" I , 8 '" I{j , 	 '" a pa 	 Xftf.LWVOS Tf Kat U€POVS, Ovvat n TOtS 
, ," \1 ( '" , 1 
€7TUJK07TOVP.€VOtS a€t I\€y€tv WS TTJS €7TtoVCfTJS 

, 1 '" 8' 8' ,'\ \ 	 , '8 I1 \OtXTJCfopaL. TatS € "I al\l\atS 7TOI\€Cft KaL € OKOVV 

{j 1 " \\' 8' , , 1J ' nuvavat, Kat Tas 7TOl\l\as "I TJPWTWV 7Tp€CffJ€tas 

, '" '!' 8'/ 248" ,,!, "',I.. 1 \ €t TOVTO W € €xot. . TJCfav P€V ovv TWV 'f'tI\WV 

r\, ',1..""'" 1 '!'1 	 , 1 
ot fP.f 	T€ Kat Cf'f'as aVTOVS €7TL Ttvas €KLVOVV OtS 

8' t. 1 " L' '8' ", , Iosa TOVTWV €tvat nxv Tas, €yw f OVT aVTOS Tt 

""'/ " 	 ",'f {j
TOtOVTOV €7TaCfXOV €K€tVOVS T€ KantxOV, €VX€Cfuat 

8 '"' " '" \ \'/ 	 (\ '" ,rf\
ftv €L7TWV p.al\l\ov "I Ttvas fl\K€tv V7T€P TWV fV 

R 149 	 CfK6T!p CfVVTf8€VTWV. 249. KalTOt xap.aLAtwv dva
,I.. I , 1't" ('{j , "" \ I '"A 

'f'av€ts, OVK OW 07TOUfV, €V T!p TWV I\oywv XOP!P, 
\' , I "" \1 I ,

7TOI\VS P.fV TOVT!p T!p xap.atM.OVTt xpOVOS Kat 

"" ( ",\ 1 '8 8" 1p.TJVWV 0 VfKpOS OVK OI\LyWV, 7T0 WV € fV P€Cf!P 
'" , 1 1 ("" , ,I.. \1 '"' 

TWV 07TLCfW KftP.fVTJV €WPWP.€V TTJV Kf'f'aI\TJV, TWV 

8' (\" ,-~ '" , 1 8'(I 	 tf
€ fnpwv 0 pfV "IV ovoap.ov, TO CfTopa f anpos 

, ,'/ \ 250' \ \' rf ,-~ , , ,
fLS CftW7TTJV fKMtfV. • al\l\ opWS ovo f7Tl 

F 191 	 TTJAtKOVTOtS TOtS d7TOKfKaAvp.p.'VOtS ~VOp.&. TtvOS 

('"' '"',I..' 8" '8' \V7TTJYOV T!p 'f'aVfVTt, €OS p.£VTOL pOL € OKfL TOVS 

r '" 8" \{j '" , , '(,I.. '"' R 150 	 aVTots Tt CfVVft oTas ftCffl\Uftv Kat TOVS pfV V'f'ft

"" ", 8' , A"{j' {j
vat TTJS CfVVfX€las, fpOt € aVUlS €YYfVfCfuat Ktvft

{j 	 If' ,'" I 
CfuaL. TVXTJS TOtVVV fvp.fVfCfnpas a KaTwpwpVKTO 

a Cf. Or. 36.15 for his depression; Or. ·33.24 for news 
from envoys; Or. 23.1 7 ff for this illness and the hitter 
cures. 
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before. The result was that observers kept prophesy
ing that I would be dead before morning, and, in 
fact, in other cities it was said that I was dead 
already, and they inquired of our many envoys 
whether this was really so.a 248. Thus some of my 
friends kept urging me, and each other too, to prose
cute certain individuals who were rumoured to be 
responsible for this, but I did not share their atti
tude myself, and I restrained them, telling them to 
offer up prayers rather than to have folk arrested 
for secret machinations. 249. However a chame
leon turned up in the classroom from somewhere or 
other. It was an old specimen and had been dead for 
several months, and we saw the thing with its head 
tucked in between its hind legs, one of its front 
legs missing, and the other closing its mouth to 
silence it.h 250. Nevertheless, not even after such 
a revelation did I name anyone as responsible for 
its appearance, but it seemed to me that the guilty 
parties were overcome by panic and relaxed their 
pressure, so that I was able to move about again. 
Anyway, it was a stroke of good fortune that what 
had been buried deep should lie above ground, 

b See Or. 36 (De Veneficiis), tr. Festugiere, Antioche, 
pp. 453-458; Barb, in Momigliano, Conflict between Pagan
ism and Christianity, p.230; Campbell Bonner, "Witch
craft in the Lecture Room of Libanius," TAPA 63 (1932), 
34--44. This spell is intended to render Libanius lame with 
gout (the missing forefoot) and speechless (as in §246). 
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KfW8at b1TfP y~v 'Tots fiOVAopivots bpav. 
'"-I ". I " tl ~ r '"251 . nKfV f1Tt 'TOV'TOLS apxwv TJKUl'Ta 'ToV av'TOV 

I '''' ~" I r"1Ta1T1TOV fV 'TOtS 1TpOS fPf pLpOVJLfVOS. 0 pfV yap 
, " '" '!' " , IOVK f1TaVeJa'TO 'TtPWV, ota aVTJp f1TteJ'TapfVOS 

\1 r 8' , 'Q \ Ifj '8 ' , " I\fyftv, 0 f OVK ffJOVI\TJr1TJ pf ft fVat, fV at'TTJeJft 'T£ 

Xapt'TOS 8tKalas 'Tf Kat O~ pfyaATJS ~'fAfYX8ftS 
'6 1 'r 8" ''''' 1av TJ'TOS 'Tf ftvat OKWV. Kat 'TWV pfV pa'Tatwv 

, \ " "8'" " \"" 1R 151 f1TtPfI\WS, 'TWV f avaYKatwV apfl\ws TJPXf'TO, 
1 r '" \1 , 18tapfVWV TJPf'TfPWV aYfVeJ'TOS l\oyWV' ov yap POt 

"'8 "I " t. ",1. 1 "~18'TOV f 'TOV yfpWS astOS €'f'atvf'TO. pta JLfV TJ f 

8' r, 8' ~ " ",,,tKTJ, €'T€pa f' 1TpOS 'Ta 'T€ppa'Ta 'TTJS apXTJS 
r 1 , ff", 0"V1Tapxov 1T€P1TOV'TOS TJKWV, €V €PTJptCf 'T€ Ka TJeJ'TO 

, r \ I ,/. \ , 8 .1."" . " , ,Kat TJI\LCfJ 'f'1\€YOV'T£ L'f'WV 'T€ aft Kat 1TtvWV. 
~, " ',/.' '!' '8 I \ ,252. €'T!POS apxwv, €'f' ov 'Ta €tvO'Ta'Ta 1TOMPCfJ 

F 192 1TOVTJpWV 8atp6vwv 86,av'Ta K€Ktv~eJ8at, Al80t n 
" " ,.., ,/.,.., Q \1' ,...€1TL 'TOUS fV 'TatS ypa'f'aLS fJaeJtl\€as £K X€tPWV 

tPX6P£VOL, Kat ~V 1TOAVS b ~6~os, xaAKal 'T£ 

'6 8' " r\ 1 (' "1 ,£tK V£S La YTJS €I\KOp€Vat PTJpa'Ta 'T€ €1TL 'TOUS 

1" M l' • R" . f'\ d FTJPX£TO 88.: TJPX£ conJ. e.: £LX£TO conJ. uas a, ., 
Martin. 

a Tisamenus, consularis Syriae 386 (PLRE 916), 
attacked by Libanius in Or. 33 and 45 (Orations Vol. ii, 
pp.155-233); cf. Pack, Studies. 

b He was sent by Deinias, Comes Orientis (PLRE 246), 
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exposed for all to see. 
251. After this there came as governor Tisa

menus,a whose behaviour towards me was very 
different from that of his grandfather. He had 
always treated me with respect, as befitted a man of 
eloquence, but Tisamenus refused to have anything 
to do with me. He showed himself in his true 
colours and proved himself a complete fool over a 
request I made for a trifling but perfectly proper 
favour. He began by being careful about trifles, and 
inconsiderate of matters of importance, and he 
stayed unacquainted with my oratory, for I did not 
think him fit for such a privilege. Anyhow, this was 
one of his punishments. He endured another on the 
frontiers of his province, where he was sent by 
his superior.b There he settled in the wilderness 
under the blazing sun, ever thirsting, ever bibbing. 
252. Another governor followed.c Under him, it 
seemed that evil spirits were at war with us. Terri
ble things occurred: stones were thrown at the por
traits of the emperors and rattled loudly against 
them. Their bronze statues were dragged along the 
ground, and insults more hurtful than any stone 

to the Euphrates for the collection of corn with orders to 
stay there until Demias' return with Cynegius from Egypt 
(Or. 33.6 m. 

e Celsus, consularis Syriae 387 (PLRE 194 (5». For the 
Riots of the Statues in February 387, see Or. 19-23 (Ora
tions, Vol. ii, pp. 235-407), John Chrysostom, Homiliae de 
Statuis (Migne, PG 49). cr. Petit, Vie Municipale, 
pp.238fl'. 
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~ rl \ , , , '.J..'
'fWV OI\WV KVptoVS 1TtKpOTfpa 1TaVTOS a'fU=/LfVa 

At8ov' 8t' a1ToAAa~ 8~ /LfTaVaC1T<1.C1fts, fuS O~K ~V 
I ll'" , ( .J.. ' ~, .J.. ' 

/LfVOVTt C1WUTJvat, Kat ° 'ffVyWV TOV OV 'ffVYOVTa 
'Ll I , , l' "" \ I .J.. I
fUpTJVft. fV /LfV ow Tats fl\1TtC1t KaTaC1Ka'fat, 

TO 8f ~A1TL-aOS lew C1wTTJpla. 253. Tothov 

8} , " '1/ '8 I \ Il'" Kat aVTOS atTtOS ftvat f OKOW' 1\0yOLS 

(I , 8' "'" Tf TJ/LfpwC1as Kat aKpVC1t TOVS f1TL TTJV KptC1tV 

rI 	 " '" "Ll \',TJKovTas ypa/L/LaTwv fpav f1TfLUOV, Ka, fV ov 

1TOAA~ Xpovq> 1TavTaxov ypa./L/LaTa. Kat TOVTO 

~pyov ~ydJ/Lf8a. T~S TVXTJS Ka~ 1TPOC1€Tt yf TOVS 
\\, \1 "" , I

1TOI\I\OVS I\oyovs 1Tfpt /LfV TTJV aVTTJV 1Tf1TOLTJ/LfVOVS 

( '8 .J..' ,'\\ ,'\\" 8'1;V1TO fC1tV, /LOp'fTJV al\l\TJv al\l\os fXWV, o~aVTas 

8' 1''' 2-4 8' 8' ('" , ?f fV fXftV. o. faTpa f TJ/LtV OVX OLa 

,,, 'r\' '" \\ ,


1TpOTfpOV, apxwv T€ KaL ovs TOTf C1WTJYf 1TOI\I\OVS 

" \ \ '" '" '.6 '" '8' " , , '" o,1TO 1TOI\I\WV TWV fUVWV. TO f o,LTLOV, fV /LfV Tq> 

\' , I , 8' l' , \ 8 ,I8	oVMtav fVfWPWV, TO ftXfV fMV fpto,V, Kat 

, \ .J.. '\ '8'" .J.. 1\ r' '" TO /LfV 'ftI\OVS, TO f Kat OV 'ftI\OVS, ':ITJ/Ltav Tq> 

a The progression i& from attacks on the imperial por
traits painted on wooden panels to those on their bronze 
statues, cf. Browning in JRS 42 (1952), 15, 20. The final 
paradox is explained by Or. 23.1-9; the hopeful refugees 
fled the city to their deaths, the forlorn remainder in 
Antioch were spared by Theodosius' clemency. 
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were hurled at the rulers ofthe Empire. Thus many 
people fled, and it was the exile who bewailed the 
fate of him who stayed. Yet in hope lay ruin; 
despair became salvation.a 253. But for this sal
vation I personally was held responsible. With ora
tions and tears I soothed the members of the newly 
arrived commission of investigation and began to 
induce in them an eagerness for petitions, so that in 
a little while petitions came thick and fast. b Let me 
regard this as the work of Fortune, and also the suc
cess of the numerous orations, each with its own 
variation of style, composed by me on the same 
theme. 254. My audiences were not now, as 
they used to be, formed of the governor and the 
great numbers he used to bring from the many 
provinces. The reason was that here I saw indepen
dence, there subservience involved; here I had an 
audience of friends, there one in which the unfriend
ly appeared also, and that put a blight on my oratory.C 

b Caesarius and Ellebichus, the commissioners, readily 
received "pap.p.a/Ta, pleas and petitions (in Or. 21.7, A6"ovs), 
while the Senate of Constantinople petitioned for clemency 
(Or. 20.37). 

C Deinias, the Comes, was Christian, as was his 
anonymous successor. At a time whEm Christians claimed 
the credit for saving the· city from worse punishment 
through Bishop Flavianus' intervention (Jo. Chrys. De 
Anna 1.1, Migne PG 54.634), so competing with Libanius' 
claims to have done the same, the presence of such hostile 
elements at his recitals was harmful to his oratory. 
Libanius here makes a virtue ofnecessity. 
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, ! 955 " , \ 'i:.' l " '"', '8 fI\EyOIl'TL. .... . al\l\os ot" 'TLS all'TL 'TOU OVK EL O'TOS 

! '8' '8' " 8! \ a' ,8EOVS, EL WS ov av'T0S EOVS, '11'apal\a,.,wlI 'TTJII 
" ,I.'"'" L '8! 1" ,apXTJII 'TPV'f''lJ /lEII EtS aU,pKas E'TTL OVS, OLa EK '11'01\
, '" " t 8' , 8 ,,, 1'1 '"'8 'l'I\TJS ovaLas, "I E' a LKtas EpyOIl "III, ~ TOV E alloTJ

! " " '"" A',I.'TO'TE'POS, aKouaas /lTJ XE'tpw '11'otE'W 'TTJII ua'f'IITJII 

8" ,I. , '!'i:." 8' l'fLTJ 	 E' E''11't'f'E'pEW KV'11'apt'T'Tots aWTJpoll E'X pOS 'TE' "III 

'" ''''' Kat, , E''11'E'Lpa'TO"" 'TafLa Ka " 8'E'I\E'W,'" '11'pW'Ta /If!1I"1'Tal\WII i 
1 

,I. 	 "" , ,... 8' 'tE' , '8 ! i'f'WII'lJ, fLf!Ta 'TaV'Ta E' KaL l\I\a t, Kat 'Twa ! 
.)'8f!1If!a'Ta'TOII' ws "I taXVpOTaTOII '8' .1aa t 8'" a'11'O uaas 

, , , 8 '"' 256 8'" , '8 ' l'tf!Kf!I\f!VE' f!W. . 0 f! apa f!'11'f!'11'f! TJ'TO Kat "III 

",I.. '8" .. I 8 ' """ a'f'wIIOS E'V vs E'II '11'POOtfM'0ts, KE'P aLllWII /If!1I f!1I 'T'lJ 

atw'11'f/, KtllE'LII 8E- 8/lwS yAWT'Tall d.'11'o8allovaall 
! t 8' " , , " , r ,'11'E'LPWfLf!IIOS. "I f! f!Kf!L'TO, Kat aXI\VS f!1I E'KanpOV 

'" " '" \ , I "8' 8 ' 'TOtS 0fL/laat, 'TOV /lE'1I a'11'LOIITOS, 'TOV E' Ka TJ/lf!

, ,... 8' '.'i:."'" '8 '8 ' IIOV. TaV'TTJS TTJS LKTJS ovo all 'TTJII La alla'TOV 
, , ! 

'11'p0'Tf!pall f!'11'otTJaafLTJII. 

257. I1f!pt ~ 'TOUS xp6110vs 'TOV'TOVS f.J'11'o~ta fLtll 
"8 ,... " , , , t:. ' 'TLS 	 a LKOS TWII 'TLlla f!fLOt '11'f!'11'I\TJaLaKO'TWII f!r:,E'fLTJ
, "" \ r~a r ' , rI \1If!1I 	f!'11' E'fLf!, Kat '11'poaTfE'awv V,.,PL~E' /lOllOil OVX f!1'.

1 ~ CV Martin: b L: om. Par. 3016: (1" Re., F., Norman 
(1965). 

a The anonymous Comes (PLRE 1015 (61») actively pro
motes Cynegius' second objective, the suppression of pagan 
temples. Libanius had just protested at this in Or. 30.42 f, 
emphasizing, as here, that they are imperial property. 
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255. The successor of this ungodly fellow was 
another unbeliever himself. He took up his office 
and began to run to fat through his self-indulgence, 
as being a man of property, but his property was 
the fruit of his wickedness. He was more stupid 
than the other in that, upon my telling him to do no 
damage to Daphne and to lay no axe to its cypresses, 
he became my foe and tried to bring me down 
through teachers, first of Latin, then of Greek.a Why, 
there was one weakling whom he groomed like 
a champion and bade throw down the gage to me. 
256. But this fellow was tongue-tied immediately 
and fell dumb at the very start; he was better off for 
his silence, but he still tried to wag his failing 
tongue--and yet it remained speechless. A mist 
came over the eyes of the speaker as he retired and 
of the governor who stayed seated there. Even 
death, to my mind, could not have been a worse pun
ishment than this. 

257. -About this time an unwarranted suspicion 
enraged one of my ex-pupils against me. He fell 
upon my son, insulted him and practically had him 
dragged into court.b Nor did I escape his attentions, 

Felling of cypresses in Daphne was already subject to 
imperial control; cf. Codex Theodos. 10.1.12, of 379, Codex 
Justinianusl1.78.1-2. The Comes' other misdemeanours 
were the establishment of a chair in Latin (cf. Or. 58.21 f, 
38.6) and the encouragement of a rival Greek Boptrist. 

b Thrasydaeus; cf. Or. 32. Early in 388 he tried to get 
Cimon drafted into the curia as the possessor of curial pro
perty (cf. §196 above). 
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\ 't.' ~ ~ I J. ~\, \ ,~\, \ ,
KWV TO'll E'E. E'p,OU. OLE''f''UYOV OE' aUTO'll OUOE' E'YW KaL 

~ ,\ \ 1 I ,~~ "'" \ /
TaUTa a1TWV I\E'YOVTa yE' aOtKE'LV p'E' TlJ aTE'I\E'Lq.

\ a tl \ "" r ~ \ ~\1 
T."V tJ0UI\."V, ." p,ot p,E'Ta auxvwv U1T."PXE' 1Tapa TOU 

1 258 \ a I \, \ 1
Vop,OU. • Kat 1TpE'atJE'UWV p'E'V E'1Tt TOUTOtS 

,1 ~ ~, , '\ ~ a \ 1 ~ 
Cf'XE'TO, Tats 0 E'tS E'p'E' TOU tJaaLI\E'WS TLp,ats Ta1TE't- i 

l 
~ 

II \' 1 \ f: I \ ~ J 

VWUE'ts E'1TaV"'PXE'TO, Kat ."KE' TLS p,E''Ta 'TWV aup,

'a a ( ~ 'r , \ \ !f\
1TpE'atJE'WV tJaaLl\E'tov ."p,LV KOp,t\,WV E'1TLaTOI\."V 

"t. \ ~t.f 'to 1 \ "" I 
aUE.0uaav TO'll OE'E. ap,E'VOV, ."UE. ."p,~VOV 1TWS Kat TOtS 

E' a' 'a f: t \~ ~l \ f f:
UaE'f"'LOU, TWV 1TpfatJfWV O~ Kat OU'TOS 0 I\oyos, WV 
"" \ \ 1 ~ ~\ , 1 \ r 1 

TCf' p'E'V TO'll 1TaTfpa, 'TCf' uE' E'KOap,."aE' TO'll ULOV, 

rl \ 'All' II , \ ", 'r II 1 r 1 
WaTE' TOUS U."V."UfV aVTL TOU fPt\,fLV uaup.a\,E'LV

" ,~ \" "~,, \', " aUTO'll TE' E'KfLVOV KaL E'p'f, TOU oowat p'E'V E'p'f, TOU I 
Aa~{iv oe ~K{ivOV. 

1 ~'" ',..ll \ \ , \25.9 r VOL." 0 a'll TLS KaVTfUUE'V 'T."v 1TfPL fp'E' ~ " ll'" 'If " \ \ \ ,'TWV UfWV E'WOtav. E'1TaVlJE'LV 1T0Tf I\fI\OUp,fVOS 

t 1 rl ~\, 1 \ II 1 ~ ~l 
E'a1Tfpas· L1T1T0L OE' fOLKOTE'S p'E'V U",PLOLS, TOUTO O~ 
,~ ... r 1 1 \ 

OU OOKOW'TfS, fLa'T."KE'aaV 1TfPtp'E'VOVTE'S 'TOUS 
~ f t \ , \ I .: t ,.. ,t~, 

OE'a1TOTas, Ot p'fV ftS TOUS KLOvas 0PWVTfS, Ot 0 ftS 

\,.. f \ l' ,~\ \' f 
TO'll TOtXOV 'TE'Tpap,p,fVOL. Kat."v OUOE'V KaKOV E'tKa

\ ~'" "t f ~ "t ~ \ 
aat, TO 0 apa."v p,fya. XWPOVVTL OW p,Ot uta 

a The embassy was formed only with great difficulty: 
under pressure from Ellebichus (Or. 32.2-7, 12), It con
sisted of three decurions, including Thrasydaeus, and 
Libanius' protege, the sophist Eusebius (xxii; PLRE 305 
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even though I was not present, for he alleged that I 
was guilty of misconduct towards the city council by 
reason of the immunity which I lawfully enjoyed 
along with many others. 258. Thereupon he went 
off on an embassy, but returned humbled by the 
honours which the emperor bestowed upon me, and 
there came one in the company of his fellow envoys 
with a letter from the emperor which increased the 
prestige of myself, its recipient. a My prestige had 
already risen through speeches by Eusebius, such 
was the information brought by our envoys, in one of 
which he praised the father, in the other, the son. 
Thus the products of the Athenian schools, instead 
of becoming his rivals, became admirers of him and 
of me too, of me for what I gave, of him for what he 
received. 

259. From the following incident also one can 
recognize the favour of heaven towards me. When I 
was returning from the baths one evening, the 
horses, contrary to all appearances, were like wild 
beasts. They stood waiting for their masters, some 
facing the colonnade, others with their heads turned 
to the walL There was no sign of any trouble, great 

(24)). Eusebius delivers panegyrics on Theodosius (in his 
decennial year) and Arcadius, and so provides Libanius 
with a rhetorical triumph by proxy. The other envoys 
meantime had insinuated at court that Libanius had 
favoured the usurper Maximu8, but Theodosius' letter 
freed him ofthis suspicion; cf. Letter 146. For this embassy 
cf. Pack, Studies, pp.121 fT, Petit, Vie Municipale, pp. 
418-419. 
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p,l.oov 'TOUS 38ov'Tas t8dKvvoav aV'Tt P£AWV 'TOtS 
\ I 	 , 8' " 'lI, 8 I "1TOOt XPWfL£VOt, 'TO 1]PK£O£V av £LS ava'TOv. vvv 

' r r I 'i:' 8' 'tr\8 o £1T1TOKOfLOS fL£ £f:,ap1TaOas, fL£ £tS OV 1]Y£V 
~I ,;.' "';"\ I '" £1T1TOV, 'f£PWV £LS a0'fal\£LaV KanO'T1]O£. 'TOV 
r I 	 ,t,.... \ a 1\ 8'"t1T1TOKOfLOV fL£V at X£tp£s, 'TO ,.,OVI\£VfLa £ 'TWV 

6£wv' 260. o~ 8~ Kat 1TOA£WS yd'TOVOS ~g~Aaoav 
" {j , \ \ '8' \ \ \ 8' ,;. IIavupW1TOV Ol\tya fL£V £L O'Ta, 1TOl\l\a £ 'faOKOV'Ta, 

I 8"" '!' 't ", 8I , ,;.' '!'XPWfL£VOV £ aV'TOLS OtS £LX£V £1TL 'TOV OV'Ta, £'f 't' 
'\ I 	 , "" I ,'TLS al\y1]oas v£aVLOKOS 'TWV fL£V 1]1Ta'T1]fL£vwv 'T1]V 

'\' '';'''\ '8'nl 'i:'a\aXl\vv a'f£LI\£, 'TOV £ £I\£YXOLS £f:,£,.,al\£v. 

261. 'Eg£Pf.PA1]'TO 8~ Kat l:.a{3tvos 00 1TOA£WS 

F 195 	 'TLVOS aAA' ao'Tov 'TOV '~V, £ls KOfLL8~ ppaxv 'TL 
\, (I rl 8' t, , 'a \ IOVO'Tal\£LS OV'TWS wo , O1Ton afL£L,.,OL KI\LV1]V, 

'i: " '" I 't t ,,.... 8 ' , ,£f:,apK£LV X£Lpa fLLav £LVaL 'T£ av'T't' £LVOV 'TO fL1] 
{jt '8' t\ ,...., .... ,'T£uVavaL. KaL'TOL £01TO'T1]V av'TOV 'TWV £fLWV £1T£

I \\1 \ " t, " i , 

A
1TOL1]K£L 1TOl\l\aKLS 'T1]V aV'T1]v 1]fL£pav £fL£ fLt:V £LS 

rK;;> \ I " i: t \ 8" , 't,R 156 LOOV I\£ywv af:,£LV, av'TOV £ £LS 'T1]V ovoav fLOL 

y~V. 

262. 'ApX~ 	7TLKpa. 'TOV fL£ytO'T1]V lxov'TOS 'T~V 
, 8" 	 i: 't 8' rI 	 IyaO'T£pa, L a1Ta'T1]S 1TapWf:,vfLfL£VOV. 1]V £ 1] 

a Cf. §§ 190-196 above. Even before his condemnation 
he had been foiled in his ambition to acquire, as a member 
of the family, the estate of Libanius. The curia's recom
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though this turned out to be. Thus, as I made my 
way between them, they bared their teeth and 
lashed out with their hoofs, and that would have 
been the death of me. However, the groom let go the 
horse he was leading, snatched me away and set me 
in a place of safety. The hands were those of the 
groom, the will that of the gods. 260. The gods 
also expelled from a nearby city a man who, though 
of little wit, had much to say for himself. What abil
ity he had, he used against me, the man who had 
helped him, at which one youth in anger removed 
the veil from the eyes of those he had hoodwinked, 
proved him a rogue and had him expelled. 

261. Sabinus too had been expelled, not just from 
any city but from his very life.a He had been 
reduced to such utter destitution that, whenever he 
changed his sleeping quarters, one hand was 
enough to do it, and his misfortune was not to be 
dead. Yet he had ear-marked my estate for himself 
many a time, saying that one and the same day 
would bring me to my death and him into my pro
perty. 

262. The rule of our pot-bellied governor was a 
harsh one, for his wrath had been kindled by a piece 
of deceit,b He had decided to lay the axe to the 

mendation had ensured that, and Sabinus now dies dis
graced. 

b Reverts to the anonymous Comes of §255, who has 
continued with his ravaging of Daphne. Apollo is both pro
tector of Daphne (Or. 60.5) and, as in Iliad 1.284, the 
avenger. 
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, I I "" A 'A-. t'Ii:::
alTaT1] , KVlTapLTTOLS f.L€V €V TTl J.1a'fvTI (Jtu1]pOV 

, " , I '8' ~8 ' " '" I€lT€V€YK€LV €YVWK€L, TOVTL € €L WS €yw To/ T€ 

\ '" ", {jl I '" 
f.LVOVTL T€1\€VT1](JOV OVK €LS ayauov, lTpOS TLva TWV 
, '" '" ,'\ t, i:. ,I 

aVTOV (JVf.LlTOTWV €I\€yov WS ov lTapOsWT€OV TOV 

'A 8' '" , \ '" , '"1\ \1T01\I\W ta TWV KVlTaptTTwv, Kat TaVTa aVTo/ 

'" " 'A-.' t I \ I , I \T1]S oLKtas a'f of.LOtas lT€1T1\1]Yf.L€V1]S atTLas, Kat 

\ , 8' ,/A-. \ a \ I I '" 
'ITapaKaM(J£tv € €'f1]V TOV ""a(JtMa lTpoVotav T1]S 

Aa.~v1]s ~X€tv, f.La.'\'\ov 8~ f.LdCw 'ITot~(Jat T~V 
l' l' '8' ,,, 263 l' t"oV(Jav' €tvat yap 1] Kat VW. • OVTOS 0 av

0PWlTOS rp€v8((Jt ypa.f.Lf.La(Jtv €lS cDotvlK1]V t,\Oov(JtV, 

, \'" \ 8' '/\ , \ '" 
alT£tl\1](Jat yap 1] f.L€ €My€ Ktv1](J€tv TO (JK1]

, \, "'8 A-. \ I ,,1' , , \ 
lTTpOV £1T£ T1]V TOV € K£'fal\1]V, TOtS OW OVK al\1]
{jl I , \ , , '" A-. I l' , I 
U€(Jt TOVTOtS 0Py1]V €V aVTo/ 'fVT€v(Jas 1]yfV £OtKOTa 

\ {j I \'8 I \", I , l{j
(JVt U1]yOVTL TO'll 0 OVTa. Kat OVT€ alTOVTa £lTOU£t 

I ~ '1\ t ~ 1 , I 264'lTapovTa T€ €tu€V av 1]Uf.WS alTtOVTa. • Kat 

\\ '" '" \ \" , \
1T0l\V lTaVTaxov TOVTO TO TOV apXOVTa £K'IT£lTOI\€

"'{jl t\8~ \ I { I
f.Lw(Juat f.LOt. 0 '/ Kat Y€POVT TLVt KaTalT£lTWKOTL 

\ \ \ \ , It", \ '8 \ A-. '" ,
f.L€V 1T01\1\1]V oV(Jtav aVTOV T€ Kat a €1\'fWV, €V 

8~ (JVKo~avTtq. T~S TPO~~S ~XOVTL TaS t,\lTt'8as 
{j I , ~a \ , I , I 
uap(JOS T€ €v€""al\€ Kat KaT1]YOpoV €lTOt1](J€V. 

" \ l' '" t '" I I265. €lT£tTa Kat 1]V T1]S aVTOV KaT1]yoptas KaT1]

(/ ..L I~ '" ," \ r
yopOC;· OtifW (J'fovpa Tal.S 7TUjT~(1LV fppWTO. Kat 0 

314 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


cypresses in Daphne, and I, realizing that such a 
course would bring no good to any who chopped 
them down, advised one of his boon companions that 
he should not' incur the anger of Apollo because of 
the trees, especially since his temple had already 
been afflicted by similar misdeeds. I told him that I 
would invite the emperor to show concern for 
Daphne, or rather to emphasize the concern he 
felt already, for he was not without it, as it was. 
263. This fellow sent a letter full of fabrications 
to his superior in Phoenicia, a saying that I had 
threatened to bring down upon his head the emperor's 
displeasure, and by this false report he roused his 
wrath and caused him to return like a boar whetting 
its tusk. He did not miss him when he was away, 
and he would have been glad to see the back of him 
when he did come. 264. The tale spread like wildfire 
that the governor and I were at loggerheads, and this 
caused an old fellow, who had run through his own 
and his brothers' fortunes in drink and now found 
his hopes of a living in the informer's trade, to take 
heart and lay an accusation against me.b 265. But 
then he was hoist with his own petard, so much was 

a The Comes was touring his diocese. His return is 
Homeric (ll. 11.416). 

b The old informer first resurrects the matter of 
Libanius' immunity raised by Thrasydaeus, and then, 
egged on by the Comes, the charge of supporting Maximus. 
The charges are referred to in Epp. 845, 855. 
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, , , " IJ.. 'J.. '"' r~' , \
JLfV f'1T ovoJLa l<aTf-rfVYfV fU1-r0PWV, 0 ° aVTOV 
, '"' r , 1 Q \1 , \ 1 tJ' '"' 
fV TOtS V'1TfP ~aGLl\fWS fYI<I\1)JLaGt l<arltGT1) TOVTOV 

,. 'tJl\ '\\'"" " ,fLVat frlfl\WV 0.1\1\ OVI< fl<fLVOV TOV YfpOVTa. I<at 
, , , ",' r ,rf\ ,

aVTLl<a ypaJLJLaTa lift, TO. JLfV WS TOV OI\WV I<VptOV, 
, ~'( \ , '"' '"' "'" ,

TO. of WS '1TpOS TOV '1TPWTOV TWV JLfT fl<fLVOV, I<at 

" I "J.. " 1\ 1aVfYVWGaV Tf aJL-rw TO. ypaJLJLaTa l<aTfYfl\aGaV 

" J.. '"' 1 ,'"'" I ,
Tf aJL-rw TOV TPO'1TOV TOVJLOV T1)V atTLav a'1TOl<pOVO

, " ~ , '" ,. \ I 'f 'l\', I
JLfVOV. TCf;l Of TOVTO 1)V I\V'1T1) JLfLf:,WV 1) ft VO(1)JLa 

TL TWV fupwv Tas tv TfJ yfJ 8tf~8&.pl<ft Tvplwv oI-
I ,,, 266 \". ~l , 1 

vov JL1)Tfpas aVTCf;l. • TO OW JL1)0f I<PLGft TO 

"~'"' ItJ" \~F 197 yf TOtoVTOV oowaL, I<fl<pLGrla(. yap I<at '1TpO 0(,1<0.

R 159 GT1)plov TfJ TOU 8LI<aGTOU JLwpLf!:' JLiivaL Te JLf l<aTa 
, ~ J.. I I r~\ , \ \ 

xwpav ota-rvyovTa JLal<pav Tf OOOV I<at xal\f'1T1)v 

'"' r ~ I '\ \ tJ" ~ 
TWV Tf 1)0LGTWV fJLOt JL1) GTfp1)rl1)vat oLaTpt-

Q'" tJ,.. " \ rJ..' l' \ I T',.,WV, rlfWV Tf fPYOV I<at v-r 1I TO. '1TaVTa, vX1)S. 
( \ ". (\ " ,267 . 0 JLfV ow aVTOV TLJLwpLav ftG'1TpaTToJLfvOS, 

, ,.. 't ,1' 1 " , 
E'VVOWV OtoS E'LS OtoV yE'YE'v1)TaL, Cf;lXfTO '1TO(1)GWV 
r , ,.. r \ I \, \tJ \ , \ 
fTE'pOVS l<al<WS, 0 '1TI\OVTCf;l JLfV ftGfArlWV fLS T1)V 
, \, I ~\ \ I "'\ r ~\ 
apX1)v a'1TE'tptf!: Of I\vJL1)vaJLevos Tats '1TOI\E'GLV. 0 UE' 

~, " ~ I , , '" \ ~~ 
01) JLeTa TOVof xpOVOS, TLJLat JLfV fLS fJLe, TLJLat Of 

, \ I \ ,~ I \ \ \ \ 
fLS l\oyoVS. I<at fUE'tI<VWTO l<aTa TOV '1Tal\aLOV 

! ,..,,, ~ I '~' 
VOJLOV T1)S apX1JS /LOi vexofL~v1iS TOVS ••ayaus; 

1 b1Tep Mss., Re., Martin: om. F., Norman (1965). 
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the reliance placed upon his evidence. So he had 
recourse to a trumped-up charge of tax evasion, but 
the governor made him appear in a charge concern
ing the emperor, since it was the emperor he wanted 
as my accuser and not that old fellow. Letters went 
posthaste, one to the emperor, another to his chief 
administrator:a both read them and laughed them 
to scorn, since my conduct sufficed to repel the 
charge. He was more discomfited by this than if 
some blight of the season had destroyed his vines 
down on his estate in Tyre.b 266. Thus the fact 
that the case never came up for judgement, for even 
before the trial its issue had been prejudged because 
of the governor's stupidity, and the fact that I stayed 
where I was, avoided a long and difficult journey, 
and was not deprived of the declamations I so much 
enjoy-all this is the work of the gods and of For
tune, under whose control all things are. 267. So 
he, in mortification and realizing that he had caught 
a tartar, departed to do his worst upon others-he 
who had reached his high position through his 
wealth, and besmirched the province through his 
incompetence. In the period after this, both I and 
my oratory were in high esteem. My declamations 
were held, in the time-honoured fashion, before the 

a Regular circumlocution for Praetorian Prefect of the 
East (at this time Tatianus); cf. Zos. 2.23.2, Joh. Lyd. de 
Mag. 2.5 (p. 59). 

b The Comes, like the eonsularis Eustathius (§ 274 
below; Or. 54.18), had invested in the vineyards of Tyre: 
'mothers ofwine' (Eur. Ale. 757; Aesch. Pers. 614). 
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, ~ \ \ "'~ I ~ I ~! \ I ~\ 
avopos /L£v £V £toOTOS otKaaat OLKT)V, 1T1\£OV O£ 

1Tpq.lJTT)TL OVVT)6~VTOS ~ ~T£pOt g{~fat, 1Tf{aavTOS 
~\ , '" ,,... \', ~ \' I \ 1\. ,
O£ fpav aVTOV Kat avopa Kat OtKLav Kat 1TOI\LV Kat 
"6 f3 \1 \~ \ t' ('" \f vos oVl\as Tf Kat ",',/LOVS Kat WV aL X£tPfS 1Tfpt 

, ,... 268 ,... ~ \ \ ! ,\TT)V Y'I}v. . TOVTOV 0T) TOV xpOVOV TO. /LfV 
,... ' ..il ! r,... \ ".; ! I:. '!' ') I

TWV £tWUOTWV T)/LLV 1TOl\f/LfLV T06a T)V fV 1TaTTa

AOtS, ~ Kf~aA~ O£ laxvpWs t1ToAff.L£tTO Tip 1TaAat~ 
KaKij;. Kat o~ Ka.L TOU KaTa1Tfafta6at b ~of3os 

" ! ! I ,! ,... \
OtKOL 1Tapl/V£L /L£V£LV Xatp£LV ft1TOVTa T'f} 1Tfpt 

, !" ') \ \ \ , "'6 6 '" '" 
TOVS VfOVS £PY'f}. 0.1\1\0. KaVTav a £wv TLS Xftpa 
r I ~'') 6"'! \1 ')\ ~ \V1TfpfaXf ot aya ov /LaVTfWS I\vaas fl\1Ttot TOV 

~of3ov • /LiiAAov O£ b /L£v 1Tpoa~1Tt1TT£V, ~ O£ 
, I I \ ') '" '" R 160 £/LaXfTO Tf Kat f1T£tpaTO VtKaV, 

"A rI , I 6 ! ~ '" !269. PXWV fTfPOS, °pYT) , V/LOS, o£t/LOS T£ 

F 198 #f3os T£, ~f3PtS, aa~AYfta, 1Tiiv /L£v ~6~ygaa6at,' 
,... ~\ \ '" \ .1 ')! " 1Tav Of TOI\/LT)aat, TO. TVpU.VVWV fV VO/LOtS fpyaaa

t' , ~ " \ \,... ')f3' \ ,...a6at. OVTOS OV OOKftV /L£V TOI\/Lav f OVI\£TO, 1Tav 
~, ') '''' , r! t I
Of TovvaVTLOV £'1TpaTT£V, fV fTOt/LOtS V1ToaXfafat 

,... .1. ~ I ~, ! r !
1TaVTaxov If£VOO/LfVOS, WaT€ /LfTa TLVas T)/Lfpas 

a This consularis was identified by Sievers (pp. 156, 
189) with Timocrates of Or. 41. Another possibility is 
Jullus (Epp. 935, 1038). 

b Homer Od. 21.53 rounds off a story of scholastic 
success. 
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governor.a He was a man well able to dispense jus
tice fairly, and his authority, based on clemency, 
was more effective than that of others who relied on 
executions. He inspired affection in all-individuals 
and families, cities and provinces, councillors, 
commons and peasantry alike. 268. All this 
time, then, my usual enemies had hung up their 
weapons,b but my migraine affected me badly with 
its old trouble. In fact, my fear of falling was recom
mendation enough for me to stay at home and give 
up my teaching, but here too, one of the gods 
stretched out his hands over me and, by the agency 
of a good soothsayer, he relieved my fear with hope. 
My fear continued to attack, but hope opposed it and 
tried to win the day. 

269. Then there arrived another governor, and 
with him raging temper, fearful panic, wanton bru
tality, utter recklessness in word and deed, and 
tyrannical administration of the law.c He wanted 
not to get a name B;S a trouble-maker but his every 
action was to the opposite effect; everywhere he 
broadcast falsehoods with his easy promises, so that 
in a few days it reached the point that I was the sub-

C Lucianus (PLRE 516 (6», consu1aris Syriae 388. Cf. 
Seeck, "Libanius gegen Lucianus," Rh. Mus. 73 (1920) 
(repr. Fatouros and Krischer, Libanios, 26 ff); Pack, 
Studies, Appendix. Libanius criticized him in the invective 
of Or. 56, conderr'll~ing his violenCe, a criticisiTl [rere 
repeated in Homeric terms (11. 11.37,15.119). 
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\ , ", \ 8 't. ' \8 '" Kat TotaVTTJV €1T €fL€ 0bav €I\ €tV, 11'ACLTTOVTa 

\ , " t. ,t' , , , 8 ' 
I\oyovs €bW KOfLt':!€tV, aKTJKOOTa OV €V. 270. aZ

~ 8 \ \ '"' A' , \ \ , r 8' " ,
TOVfL€V TJ 1Tapa TOV LlLOS a1Tal\l\aYTJv, 0 € TJKOVa€ 

, , "8 8'" , ,T€ Kat Tax€WS € WK€ 1Tpoa €ts TO fL€T ataxvvTJS. 
\ ,,/ , ('\ , ,J. \ , ,

R 161 Kat yap TJYX€TO Kat €tI\K€TO, Kat ."Vl\aKat Kat 
(/ , ,/, , 8' ,
V1TVOS vtKWfL€VOS, €K€LTO T€ TOV 1Tav OK€a 1TptafL€

( II , 8' ,,!, '"' \' ('
VOS, Ot fJTJpaTaL f Kat OVTOtTWV I\oywv ilPTJK€aaV, 

" ""' '\ '\ ," " \fV Tf Til fLfyal\il 1T01\€t fL€aos WV 1TpaKTOpwv €1Tt 

fL£aTJS dyopiis a¢alpas 8lKTJv 71'aVTaxOt 1TaVTax6

II " , 8'" r,.. '8'fJ€V €1T€fL1TfTO. TOVTWV € Ta fL£V opWV, Ta € 

, , " , 'T' 8'''' ,aKOVWV €')!W 1TpOa€KVVOVV TTJV VXTJV, t TJV OVK 

,/ (I 8t' ,J. \ , , '8
€aTtv OT€ fLot KTJS o.,,£tI\OfL€VTJS €aT£PTJ TJV. 

T ' 8' l' \ ,.. " '( ,..271. a av fL£Ta TOVTOV, aVTJp TTJV £aVTOV 

, , \ , r I 8" '" '8 8' ,..,fL£V €Kl\t1TWV, €T€pwa€ € OtKWV, K£P fat € TOts €V 
, , ,.., , , \ '" , \ II , , 

Tptatv apxatS €K 1T€Vtas ftS 1T1\0VTOV €l\fJWV, Kat 

\ , ,J. (/ ' ' '' 8' l' 't'1\0Y0,)!pa."os TJKtaTa fL€V WV, 1Tavv € €l.Vat VOfLt':!WV 
" \ I 8 \ a'" , , I HI ,F 199 €VX€TO fL£V TTJV € 1Tapal\aJ-l€tV TTJV apXTJv, 01TWS, 

",1,. '88' \ , ,.." ('€'f'TJ, t aaKal\OS y€votfLTJV TOtS apxovatv 01T0LOVS 

'1' , , \ 88' \"Ttvas €tvat XPTJ 1TpOS TOVS ,aaKOVTas My€tv, 

a Lucianus was deposed in summer 388 before the 
Olympia, recalled in disgrace, sent back to Antioch in the 
governorship of Eustathius (probably to be publicly 
paraded for evidence to be collected against him, as in Or. 
14.52 if; Codex Theodos. 8.1.6; Petit, "Recherches sur la 
publication," p. 502), returned to Constantinople for the 
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ject of the following story, that I was inventing 
accounts and circulating them, since I was out of 
touch with everything. 270. So we prayed Zeus for 
deliverance, . and he heard our prayer and quickly 
granted it, and a dismissal in disgrace into the 
bargain.a He was harried and badgered, watched 
and allowed no rest, and he lay low after bribing his 
landlord, and the examiners of his accounts got hold 
of him: in the capital he was dunned on every side 
and chased around from pillar to post in the main 
square. Some of this I saw myself, the rest I learned 
by hearsay, and I gave thanks to Fortune through 
whose aid I have never been robbed of any 
vengeance which is my due. 

271. His successor as governor was Eustathius,b 
who had abandoned his native city and settled else
where, and had advanced from poverty to riches by 
the gains he had made from three official posts. He 
had no literary gifts, although he thought he had, 
and he prayed to obtain this province so that he 
could, as he put it, teach governors how to behave 

financial investigators to deal with him, condemned and 
fined. Libanius uses the language of Old Comedy for his 
own purposes: e7lpa'T'aL 'T'WV "\6ywv, with double entendre of 
"\6yOL, his invectives (§ 269) and their financial enquiries 
(Aristoph. Clouds 258), a~a{pas 8tK7lV Antiphanes fro II.125 
K (Athenaeus 1.26). 

b Eustathius; consula.ris Syria.e 388/9 (PLRE 311 (6)); 
cf. Or. 44, Or. 54 passim: A Carian (Or. 44), settled in Tyre 
(§ 279 below; Or. 54.4, 18). His literary pretensions, 
though commended in Or. 44, are ridiculed in Or. 54.81. 
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, \ f " " '\ f "r f
KaL MyWV TaVTa C1VV"lV T€ TO 1TMOV T"lS ''If.upas 
\" \' '\f , f\ \ " KaL T"lS VVKTOS OVK OI\tyov aV"lI\LC1K€, Kat €L Tlt' 

R 162 OLaKwAvOd"l, CWda TOVTO ~v. 272. (; O~ TO. TOt
" r \..... f ,..... rl 'lI'1i f\

aVTa V1T€P TWV TOLOVTWV 1Tapa TWV 0 Tt av €v€I\WC1L 
~ " t' " . \ f3\ \', , f '1' roovvaL KVptWV atTWV, I\a WV Kat €XWV OVK€T "lV 0 

, f '\\\ f \ 'lI '" \ f ('
aVTOS. al\l\a 1T€VT€ f.L€V "l fLLKPlt' Tlt' 1T1\€tOVS ''If.u 

f\ f (", '" " f 
pas fLOI\LS KaT€XWV aVTOV OVK €YVfLVOVTO. €1T€tTa 

r f (" '" ( 1I1 ..... f
1TOT€ P"lfLaTWV V1T €fLOV P"lU~VTWV TWV 1T€tpWfL€

, f ',1. f \ t \ ,
VWV afLVV€LV op'faVtq. T€ Kat 1T€Vtq. Kat V€OT"lT£ 

lI ..... (f "', ! ~ f
fLaU"lTOV TLVOS "lfL€T€POV 1TVP €V KafLtVOtS 0"lfL0C1Lq. 

Tpl.~OVTOS, TOT' o'Ov 8v~ KaAv~8€tsl Kat TW T€ 

6~8aAfLW KLV~C1as T~V T€ pwa X€tpt 1TtlC1as fLiya 
,l.lI (; f ", '1' ", ( .....
'fu€yc;,afL€VOS, €a fL€, €L1T€V, apX€tV, WS VVV y€ 

, , ..... , ..... ~", \ f ,~~ \ 
OVK €q.S. Tlt' ° apa Ka1T"lMV€LV €O€OOKTO Kat Ta
\ f ,'\ !' \ , , ,,~ ,I. f ,
l\aVTWV €fL€I\€V, It' T"lV €fL"lV nO€t 'fVC1LV €VaVTtWC10

f 273' , \ l' , \ "" ,fL€v"lv, . €yw f.L€v ovv aVTOV €tWV apx€LV Kat 

ylyv€C18at KLVvpav, b Of TOtavT"lv KP"l1Ttoa f3aAo
, ~ I ..... \ !' ,..... (f3 ,y

fL€VOS €1Tlt'KOOOfL€t, 1TaC1t fL€V OtS €V"lV v pt':JWV, 
, ~"lI' "",I. \ , ,

fL"lXaVWfL€VOS O€ Kat uavaTov, ,t'f0S fL€V OVK avai
, " , , r\ ~, " " ,I.

F 200 POVfL€VOS €1T €fL€, OV ° It'€TO 1T€LVWVTa C1vK0'fav
, ..... ",!,~' «~' >2 \ .....

T"lC1€tV, 1T€ LV"lV 1TOtWV. "lK€ ° "l otK"l 1Tapa TWV 

1 KaAv~8£ts Mss., Re., F. (text): fKKaAv~8ds conj. Schenkl, 
Martin: KaraA7]t/>Bf:ts F. (VoL iii, p. xxv). 

2 8t1~7J inser. post ~ F., post 8£wlI Martin. 
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towards teachers. With this remark, he attended 
me for the greater part of the day and part of the 
night besides,. and anything which happened to 
prevent it,he found distasteful. 272. But al
though he made such demands for such an object 
from those who were able to provide him with any
thing they liked, once he had got them, he was no 
longer the same man. For five days or so he re
strained' himself from stripping off the mask, 
though with difficulty. Then, when I had spoken to 
him in support of a pupil of mine, a poor orphan 
boy,a who had the duty of providing the fires for 
the public baths, then he was overwhelmed with 
anger. His eyes blazed and he rubbed his nose and 
shouted, 'Leave me to govern. You don't give me a 
chance now.' He had, it seemed, decided to haggle for 
bribes and he began to have an eye on the money 
bags, and he knew that I would naturally object to 
that.b 273. So I let him get on with his governing 
and make himself a millionaire,c and he, after lay
ing this foundation, built upon it, insulting me with 
all possible means, and even plotting my death. In 
this he made no actual use of force against me, but 
he reduced to poverty Romulus who, he thought, 

a Domninus, Or. 54.38. 
b Or. 54.42 if. 
C Cinyras, legendary king of Cyprus, one of the prover

bial rrJllionaires, like Gyges (§ 204 above). 
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8 " 1\ ", ,) '\\" ~ IEWV 1Tal\tV, KaL OVK a1TEpPL/Lp:r;V al\l\ a1TEOELKVV
" ,,," \ I 274 " IR 163 fLTJv wv aVTots EV E1TtfLEl\ftCf:' . TO yap CTKOTOS 

,).. \' ,,~~ / r " , , " a'f'EI\OVTES 1TWS TTJS OWpoooKLas V1T avyas TJya
, 8' ", '8" l'yov TTJV fLtCT apVtav, XPVCTOV, apyvpov, ECT TJTa' WV 

TO. JUV ds XEtpas a~8tS ~KE TWV 1TapaKEKpovCTpi
'r~' '\\'/1" "\" ,~,IIWV OV PCf:OLWS al\l\a O'[} Tf Ka.t a1TEtl\atS, Ta 0 

l' \8 'T ' 1'~" , r ~, l' \8TJI\ Ell ELS VpOV, TJOOS Tep KEKTTJfLEVep. 0 0 TJI\ EV 

r , .1. " "8 t I , ~,r'
WS alla'rvXTJS aVTO LTEVf,OfLEIIOS, YEIIOfLEIIOS OE V1TO 

xiipa TVplOLS, TOVS At80vs fLOAtS 8La~vywlI, KAfl
, 8' '\ " ~",ICTas Tas vpas E1TOI\LOPKELTO, XPTJfLaCTL OE aVTOVS 

~ \ \ 't. ' \ I ,'\ ")..",,
OLal\l\a~as TTJV 1TOI\LOpKtaV EI\VCTE, Tas O'f'pVS EKEL

I ,~""' ~" T' T'lias KaTfIlEyKWV. EOtoOV OE Ell VPCf' vpep Tf 

aVTfl 8LKTJV Kat rEpfLfl TWV AoyLwv 8EWV TaVTa 
, " l' , " ,1TpVTaIlEVOVTWII ayav ayavaKToVIITWV T'[} KaTa 

" \ I r(Q \"'''' 8 I ~ ,TWII I\oywv VfJpEL, Kal\OtS atCTxpWII E1T1. EfLEIIWII OLa 
,,,~ ,

TTJII TOVOE 1TapOLVLall. 

275. ''En 8€ Tov8E apXovTos 'OAvfL1TLOS Tf
\ " , ,).. '\ l' c;::, " c;::" ,~,
I\EVTCf:, 1TallV fLEV 'f'LI\OS ELvaL OOKWII, OLa 1TaIlTOS OE 

"I ,,' \ Ll" " , " TOV XPOIIOV YOilEVCTW aKOI\OVVWV' E1TEL KaKELVOS 

1 [Ciyav] Re., F. om. Norman (1965). 

a Romulus (Or. 54.39 if, 62) has the sitegia forced upon 
him by Eustathius to blackmaii him into preferriIlg a 
charge of divination against Libanius; cf. Ep. 844. Liba
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would act as informer against me through poverty.a 
Yet once again vengeance came from the gods and I 
was not utterly cast away, but was revealed as 
under the protection of heaven. 274. Somehow 
they stripped the veil from his bribery, and all this 
trafficking in gold, silver, and raiment was brought 
to light. Part ofilie loot was restored to his victims, 
no easy matter indeed, but only after threats and a 
hue and cry: the rest found its way to Tyre, to 
delight him in his possession of it. He went there to 
enjoy some repose, but once the Tyrians found him 
within their reach, he barely escaped a stoning. He 
barred his doors and began to stand a siege, which 
he only raised after appeasing them with money and 
abating his insolence. In Tyre he was punished by 
Tyre and by Hermes, for the gods of eloquence so 
brought it about, greatly angered at his insolence 
towards eloquence, since by his reckless folly good 
discourse was attacked by the bad.b 

275. While he was still in office Olympius died, a 
very close friend of mine who all his life maintained 

nius however continues to support him; Epp. 889-891. 
b Eustathius, dismissed under a cloud, retires to his 

estates in Tyre, where the curia seeks financial redress, 
probably by an action for extortion in respect of earlier 
misdeeds as governor of Phoenicia (Or. 54.4, so Petit). His 
insults to Libanius in his professional capacity (Or. 
54.75 fi) induce the reference to Hermes and the logioi 
theoi. 
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R 164 tToW €P,wV ap,apTWV 8ftl OUK 018' 81TWS TV Ttp,V, .: 

. i I../... \ \ \ 6 fI \ ../...8' " 
" 
, 

'I 

. 

. 

F 201 ypa.,.,ft p'fV yap KI\1JPOV 1Lov, °TOV .,., OVOV 1JyftPf, 
::j

8WGflV Tf ~tAotS Kat OU ~tAotS fl1Tfv ~v80v OUK 3At
, 'P'''' \~ I \ \ \ 1 

YOtS, fV OtS 1JV Kat OVGp,fVfta. Kat XPVGOS Kat .1 
I 

" ' ''' I ~ '" \1 .1 apyvpos fV TOtS ypap,p,aGt otfppt1TTfLTO 1TOI\VS, , 

rl {; 2' \ ../... \ \ " I \ \,~ I 

.,
; 
I1Jf:,WV f1TL Kf.,.,al\1JV fp,1JV· XP1JGTaS p'fV yap fOOKft 1 

\ \ I , '" ~\ ( '" \ IKaTal\fl\OL1TfVat XP1Jp,aTWV, TOtS Of V1T1JPXf 1T01\
\ IlJ' ,.. \.,." .... '" 1l\axoUfV aVTfL1TfLV, Kat 1JV ovop,aTa TaVTa XPfWV, 

, , 276' \ \ .,. \' '" 6 
. ~ 

R 165 OV XPfa. • fyw p'fV OVV T1JV fp,avTov 1TOPfV 
\ ~ ,.., '" 

p,fVOS Kat ap,a TOV 1Tpayp,aTos 1TapalVoVVTos 1, " ~ '" \ \'" ,'" (~\
XatpflV Cf!P,1JV OftV TOV KI\1JpOV faV, Ot Of Gfp,VO
\ I \'" \ 6 I ,1\0YOVp,fVOL 1Tl\f£OVS OVTfS Kat 1TL aVWTfpOL GTfVOV

, '/ '0\ , ,../..." '" 
TfS, ft aTtp,OS I\Vp,1TLOS KftGfTat .,.,VYOVTOS fp,OV 
,,, ,,, \ '" , \ \ 

TO Tf ovop,a TO Tf fPYOV. Kat 1TpOG1JV TtS fl\1TLS 

1" , '" ~, ".,. ~\ '~l
elVat Tt fV TotS oaVftGp,aGtV tGXVpOV, 1JV OE' OVo~V 

,~ '" 277' Q I '\ ,I ovoap,ov. . E'p,jJatvw TOtVVV E'tS T1JV 1Tvpav, 
\ \ \ \ I:. '" lJ' (I , I \ '1:. 

Kat 1TOI\V TO c" vpOVV Kau 1Jp,E'pav E'1TE'PPE't, Kat E'c" E'

I ~ \ '" tl "" '" ~ IQ \
7Te7TTWKelV OE' TWV opWV TWV ep,aVTOV OLaTpLjJWV p,ev 

, , ,,,.. I ~ IQ ~\, , \ \ I 
OVK fV fp,OtS XWP£OtS, OLaTptjJWV OE' E'V al\I\OTp£OtS 

1 TWV tp.6wom. L: post tp.Wv lac. pos. Wolf, Marlin. fJ.p.ap
rdJv <~p.apTl:> Sf F., Norman (1965). 

2 ~ewv F.: ~e(LV Mss. exc. L Par. 3016, Martin: om. L Par. 
3016: post 'lTOAOS lac. indic. Marlin. 
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this family tie.a Now he ... with some mistaken 
idea of honouring me, named me his heir, which 
aroused envy: but he privately promised gifts to 
many persons, whether friends or not, and that 
aroused enmity too. In his correspondence he had 
been lavish with gold and silver, and all that was 
going to come back upon me. He had, it seemed, left 
plenty in his debt, but they were able to deny it on 
many grounds, and these remained nominal not 
actual debts. 276. Thus, since I was set on my 
own course and warned by the facts of the matter, I 
thought that I should give up the inheritance, but 
they out numbered me with their high-flown senti
ments and were more plausible with their com
plaints, that Olympius would be dead and disho
noured if I gave up both the title and the duty. 
Moreover, there was some hope that reliance could 
be placed on the loans, though there was none at all, 
as things turned out. 277. So I went like a lamb to 
the slaughter; I had many a close shave every day. I 
was out of my proper sphere, spending my time on 
unfamiliar ground and on speeches foreign to me, 
wherein I begged the judgesh to revere the right and 

a For the death of Olympius and the doubtful blessing 
of his inheritance, cf. Or. 63 passim, Ep. 953, 958, 1030; 
PLRE 643 f (3). On the morass of litigation see Or. 63.6, 
11; Or. 54.82. 

b The consulares, Eustathius and his successor Eutro
pius (pLRE 318 (3)). 
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\' l' , ~ \,,~ '"' \ 0'R 166 	 I\oYOtS', ~vxo/L~votS' otKaC1TaS' ~V atoot T1]V ~ ~/LtV 
" \ \ \ \ '"' \'" \,~ 1.F 202 	 ~X~W Kat 1Tol\I\a TaVTa Ta OVK ~/La, Kat ~oaKpvC1a 

6JS' O~ /L~TaK~KW1]/L'vov2 /LOt TOV f3lov Kat T~S' TfWS' 
\ \ 	 \ , ~'" , , ,'\ \ Q ' 

1T~Pt TOVS' I\oyOVS' C11TOV01]S' ~1T al\I\a /L~TafJaC11]S'. 

278. Kat TOVTO /LEV o~ TOtOvTOV, 1ToAAa 1TwACtv3 

, r' "', \ '" ~ IJ' r ,
~1TavayKa\,OVTWV TWV a1TO T1]S' otaU1]K1]S' 0P/LW/LC:
"" ~ J ,~\ , " ~ ~ ,VWV ~1Tt TOVVO/La 1T1]OWVTWV OVOt" ava1TV~W otoOV
(' \ \ "r , \' , I; '!' , ,

TWV, ~T£pOV1TOI\V /L~t\,OV ftS' I\V1T1]V, ~s 1]S' f'TVYXavov 

1Tf1TatOO1Tot1]/LevoS' VOC1lf /LaKp~ TfAfVT~, yvvatKoS' 
\ \ "', 1;' ~ I " '"' \ ~1TOl\I\WV aVTastas otaKOVWV, avTt TOV T1]V opa/Lov-

I " '\ I I Q '"' '" ~\ l' \/LfV1]V 	 fXfW EIlft1TfTO /Lot fJoav. TlJ o~ 1]V /L~V 

, \ \ I ,\ l' "~ l' ~ \ \
avtapa Ta y~V1]C1o/Lfva, Kat yap ~V lJOft, 1]V o~ TO 

, , t\ r,.., 279 r~'" 1" 0 I/L1] TOV VLOV opav, . °0 apa 1]v fV ~ PffKlJ T~ 
\ 0 ' 1\,.., '"' ,'\ \ 1\ ,/,. IKat ~ PCfK1]S 1TOl\~L TlJ TWV al\I\wv 1TOl\fWV TpV-rWC1lJ 

TOtS ~OPWC1t, KaT1]YOpoVV T£ T~S bO~v Kat 1TPOOtOO

/Lev1]S ~1TVCP ~tAtas, ~f3p~wv T£ KaTaKAV'O/L~VOS4 
1Post AOYOLS punet. Mss., post aAA01'pioLS F., Norman 

(1965). 
2pf!'TaKf!Kw,?plpov Re., edd.: plya '1Tep~ ptp ObP Mss. 
3 '1TwAap Mas. (exe. P), F., Norman: Kal {"/'Tap P, yp. {,?'T('w 

in margo V.: '1TwMw Ka~ {,?nip Martin. 
4 Ka'TaKAv{op(POS Mss., Martin. -oplp,?s F., Norman 

(1965). Post ",,6pa'Tt lac. stat. Martin. 

a For the status of Cimon's mother, cf. Letters 169.2, 
188.5. This is the only time Cimon is called vr6s in this 
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so on, which is not my line at all. I was grieved, 
since the whole course· of my life was changed and 
my previous devotion to rhetoric had given way to 
other considerations. 278. Such was one aspect of 
the matter, but as people set upon me as a result of 
the will, forcing me to sell much of the property and 
impugning the title and allowing me no respite, 
another event occurred which caused me even more 
pain, the death after long illness of the woman who 
was mother of my son and to me worth many a 
servant.a Instead of having a woman who would 
run to my side, now I could only call. Her illness 
was to cause her dreadful suffering, of that she 
was well aware, but so did the fact that she could 
not see her son. 279. He, meanwhile, was in 
Thrace,b in that city which grows fat on the sweat of 
the others, and I cursed his journey there, and the 
friendship which was being betrayed by sloth, for I 

work, and then only in relation to his mother. 
b Cimon, PLRE (Cimon Arabius) 92 f. See note on 

§§145, 195 above. In 390, desperate to escape impress
ment into the curia, he left for Constantinople, aspiring to 
senatorial rank through nomination to a governmental 
post. He obtained the nomination, but this was cancelled 
when the Senate, led by Proclus PVC refused to coopt him 
(for the procedure see Petit, "Senateurs de Consantinople," 
Ant. Class. 26 (1957) 358 m, on the grounds of his illegi
timacy (Letter 189). His petition was finally dismissed in 
391, after which Libanius) while claiming not to have 
approved of the venture (Epp. 1000, 1003; Letters 179, 
187), continually rails at his 'false friends.' 
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r 1 < > \1 \ ~ ~\1 	 1R 167 	 p£vp,an • • • '1Toll1]pa p..£II, KaL TaVTa O£ TVX1]S 

" ,\ ~~2 ~ " '/:,I ( \ \F 203 £pya, £'1T£L at" T1]S a'1T1]II1]S £~£'1TfC1£1I 1] '1T£pL TOil 
I~ r ~ ~\ \ a \ , 1 ~1 	 1 

'1TOoa b1]p..ta, XP1]C1T1]S O£ Kat fJ£I\TtOIIOS OtKLa 1"£ Tooll 

KLAlKoolI 6.8£A~WII 6.1I£C{Jyp..ell1] T~ '1T&.8£t '1TA~86s 1"£ 

, ~ 'f [ 1 ]3' 1 \taTpwlI, £K£tIIWII C1wayolIToolI £LC1ayoIITOOII, '1Tfpt 

\ \1 II 1 '" 	 ll'"T1]1I Kl\tII1]1I Kau1]p..fllwlI OVK £WIITWII n '1TOUftll 

'v 4 \\'" '" f\ \ \ 1 5F 204 ftS taC1t11, '1TOl\l\oolI T£ '1TOIIWII fC1nll a I\fl\vp..£lIa. 

' \ ~\ " '" \ \ ~28O. fp..OL Of aKOVOlln TaVTa Kat p..£Ta TaVTa 
t '" ~ _~ I 1 \ (
opwlln at"VpO K£KOp..LC1p..£1I01l '1T£pt£LC1T1]Kft p..fll 0 

R 168 T~S Tov8£ p..1]TPOS 8&'lIaTos, '1TfPL£tC1T~Kft 8( TO 

~\ , \ \ I [\ 1 ]' /:, ~ ['" 1 ]p..1]Of f'1TL KI\LII1]S TO Y£1I0S £~ftllat a'1T fK£tII1]S 

.... II 6'~ \ "'" '" KtII£tC1uaL. '1TOOfS 1"£ KaL X£tp£S, fL'1T£P '1TOT£, a'1T£tp1]

ll.... ~\ ~ ,\ I 7" '''' 
K£C1all. U£WII O£ owp£aL, 1\0YOt fp..£1I01l £11 TC{J 

I [/]8 t...., \ "" '3' \
aTop..an TO'1TO(, O'1TOLOL '1TP01"£POII, KaL TOVT 1]11 TO 

p..~ '1TapaC1XOII TOtS '1TOA£p..tOLS Aap..'1TpWs ~81] '1TaLallt- J 
I1TOIl1JPo. pb, Ka, Mss., Martin: 7T01l1Jpas f.£fll Ka, Re., F., 

Norman (1965). 
2 t7Tf2 Of Mss., Martin: t7TfLO~ F., Norman (1965). 
3 tKdllWII o'tlllay6l1TwlI flO'ay611Twv CPV: fZO'way6vTwlI L Par 

3016: [O'way6v1'wlI] F., Martin. 
4 O~K tWIITWII 'TL 1TOefLII fls !aoLII, conj. Wyttenbach, F.: 

OtJKWTWII Tt1T01'LII1J" !C1aO'L CP: lacuna in VL Par. 3016. 
5 7T0AAalll 1'f 7T6vWII ~O'TLII aAfAvp.flla conj. Norman: 7TOAAWV 

Tf itoll to'TL 1'0. a;..lf.£flla CPL, om. V: 7T0AAWII 1'f )..6yWII 1'0. AfL7T6· 

f.£wa conj. Wyttenbach: A6ywlI 1'£ ~O'TuifLo:fa conj. F. 
6 TO f.£1J8£ ••. KLII£LC16aL corruptum indic. F:, 1'0 f.£1J8f t7T' KAt

, I 'I: ~ '" I ~ 6 M ( L P II1JS TO ywos f!ifLllaL a1T fKfLll1JS KLllfLC1 aL SS. exc. ar. 
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was overwhelmed by a stream of insults ... Bad this 
was, but it was the work of fortune, as was the 
injury to his foot when he fell from his carriage, and 
also (when she was kinder) the opening of their 
house to him in this plight by the Cilician brothers,a 
and the many doctors they summoned, who sat 
around his bed and saw that he lacked nothing for a 
cure, and the relief of some of his great distress. 
280. Upon hearing this news, and afterwards, when 
I saw him carried home,b I felt the full force of his 
mother's death and of the fact that I could not even 
be moved on my bed. My hands and feet had failed 
me as they had neve.r done before, but by the grace 
of heaven, my oratory stayed upon my lips as before, 
and this was what prevented my enemies setting up 
a howl of triumph. Though I was unable to appear 

a Apolinarius and Gemellus of Tarsus (PLRE 83 (2); 
388 (2»; cf. Letters 179, 187. The text collapses utterly at 
intervals in these final paragraphs. Here the translation 
is that ofWyttenbach's conjecture followed by that of Nor
man. 

b Cimon is brought home injured and soon dies; Ep. 
1026. 

3016): [TO ytIlOS], [ei,'IT' tKtlll'l]Sj secl. Martin: 'TO IL'I]8f: t'lTL (lac.) 
ytllos 0,'lT' tKe:{II'1]S tte:illat Ktlle:ia8at L Par. 3016: 'TO IL'I]Ot. t'lTl 
ytllos ttfillat d'lTO K>.iIl'l]S KtIIE:ia8at Festugiere, REG 78 (1965) 
p.630. 

7 ,\,<,,", VT. M arlin· ~,<.".... f'p l)", 1<' 
~ .... , ..... ........, ......._.".......... " .... ,'-"'Jy VA ,'&'''''-'6,''' • 


8 a'TOILfl'Tt 'TO'lTOt 6'lTolot Mss. ['TO'lTOt] sec!. Re., Martin 'Ttl'lTOt 
F. 
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r 8' "'!',,... 8 (\ ~, , ,
!:IE'W. E'u/rpotS p,f:'II OVK "I'll XP1JU at, a Of: 'TTPOS 'TOVS 
, ,.. 8' , \,.., '" f:'II 'Tee p,a'll a'llf:t'll, . f:'TTl\1JpOV'TO Ka'Ta 'TO'll 'IIOp,O'll. 

281. 'TToAAw'll 8E 4'TT0 'TToAAw'll ~E'pOp,E'IIW'II 'TT1JYw'll 
~ , , 8' , tl l ,..OaKpVW'll au E''IIf:U'Tf:POS 'Tf: a'TE'pos Y 'IIf:'Tat TOW 
'J..8 \"... , ,.. " 8 \1~I0't' al\p,ot'll Kat 'TTapf:LXf: Of:0S OtX1JUf:fJ at 7'f:1\f:WS. 

",!, (8' l' I tl'TOV'TO'llt p,f:'II OV'll Ot f:O'll'TW'II afJ7'f:pw'II a'TTa'llTa 
'l:"" ,'\ ,... 8 ' J.. "10 ,E'f::,ap'TW'II'Tf:S OVK a'TTOI\f:LfJ at 't'afJt'll l1.pf:OS E'ts 

8taAAayas tA86'11TOS, 'Ta 8' lfAAa 'TTPOfJf:YE'IIO'llTO 
\ (\ , \ \ '8 \ I ~" 8'p,f:'II Op,tl\1JTat 'TTOl\l\axo f:'II, 1\0YOt Of: f:pyafJ f:'IITf:S 

" " 8"" 282" ~ 1 ,f:p,f:LVa'll f:tfJW vpWV. . apXOVfJL O~ OV 
I \ " .. } ~""" '\p,al\a fJV'IIE'YE'vop,1JV, 'TOV p"" v opWV OVTa Ka'TT1JI\O'll 
\ ,~, tl , \ ,... ,~\ , ,

KaL OVOE'V 0 7't OV 'TTWI\Ovv'Ta, TOV ~ ava'TTf:'Ta
, ,\ J.. '0 f' '!'

F 205 fJaV'Ta T1J'II Ka'TaYWY1Jv Kat 'TTf:pl.'t'0J-lOVS OtS 1JfJav 

8tKat 'TTOWVV'Ta < ... > TOV 8E 6.p,ap'To.vwv, 

tTov MoooatS 'TTOt1J'TOV tv A6ycet2 Kat 'TOV 8ta 

1 6eovTwv naT£fJW" Martin: 8eoov (corr. 6eov CP) TOO'll naT£pwv 
Mss.: [6eoov] Re., F., Norman (1965): 6ecfJVTwv conj. Gasda. 

2 Locus desperatissimus. Post 'lTOLOilVTIl lacunam stat. 
Norman. TO'll (Toil C) /LovaaLS 'lTOL1jTOV ~CPV: 1'otJpO'// 'lTOL1jTOV 
Par. 3016: TOUpOV 'lTOL1jTWv L. 

a He was still working in his schoolroom in 392 (Ep. 
1046, Letters 190, 191), despite the joy of his enemies at his 
eclipse (Ep. 1039). 

b His weakened eyesight, Ep. 1039, Letter 184 (written 
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in the lecture room, I duly fulfilled my duties 
towards my students.a 281. As many a tear 
welled up in my eyes, the sight of one of them 
became weaker and I feared that it would go com
pletely. However, the astrologers who make every
thing depend upon the courses of the stars, declare 
that the sight will not be lost since Ares has moved 
into a more favourable position.b In addition, pupils 
came from many quarters, my declamations being 
composed and delivered at home. 282. With the 
governors I did not have much to do, for I saw one to 
be a mere huckster,C who would do anything for 
money, while the other made his headquarters free 
for all and tried to frighten any man involved in 
court actions. . .. When he failed in this, he saw this 
so-called nursling of the Muses(?) for what he was, a 

13 months after Cimon's death), Letter 189. Mars, in con
junction with the Moon and Saturn, could induce blindness 
(Pto!. Tetr. 3.12), and, in Leo, impaired sight (ps.-Manetho, 
2.353; cf. Firm. Mat. Math. 6.31.39). 

C The huckster was identified by Downey (Comites 
Orientis, p.20) with Eutropius, consularis 389. However, 
for all the textual difficulties, the narrative has proceeded 
in chronologicai order up to 39112, and here he certainly 
deals with 39213. The Severus of Or. 57 is a possibility. 
Pace Petit, he is not a fictitious character; Libanius did not 
have the Latin for such a play on names. The 'other' is 
certainly Florentius (PLRE 364 (9», younger brother of 
Lucianus (Seeck, "Libanius gegen Lucianus," pp. 91 ro. 
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T~S yaC1Tpos OVC1{aV fuS 7TAdC1T'YJV o'V'YJAWK6Ta, 

CWVTa 8t ~v AVC1C1T1 Tn KaT' ~p,ovtl ~AeyXwv 
, I \ tl ,..... 0' , , 
a7T'YJl\aGfV, WC1Tf fKftVOV Ta7TftvW fVTa JL'YJKfT 
~, ! ! , ..... " 

ftvat fV TOC1avTTI JLavtCf. Kav TOts f7Tatvots 

..... , \ ''IQ ..... r tl~1
TOtS ftS TOV f<1'YJpa TOVTO WS JL~ytC1TOV 'YJ0fTO 

, , , ..... ! ".J.. '8'
aVTOS T£ aVTqJ C1vyxatpfLV f.,.,aC1Kf TOVTWV 'YJ 

TWV 7TpOS ~JLe, Kat TaVTa aVTifJ T~S Tpa7TeC 'YJS 

' .....0 ,~\, ~ , , " \ \ .....
fVT£V fV OVOfV f7TtoOVC1'YJS 7Tap al\l\wv TOVTO 

,! 283'/ 8' \ ..... ....., 0.....
fXOVC1'YJS, • fC1TW 'YJ Kat TOVTO T'YJS aya 1]S 

! 'lI ~"..... ..... ,..... ! 
TVX'YJS, fC1TW Of KaKfLVO T'YJS aVT'YJS. KaLTot JLf 

, \ '0 ..... 808' '/ " , ~ 
7TpOS TO JLfYf OS TOV fVTOS OKVOS fXft TOV 

1\ , , \ 'I' t, r \,~..... ,.. ..... 
• 

1\0yOV. al\l\ OJLWS, ws JL'YJ aotKotJLfV TTl C1LW7TTI j 
,~..... 'I',..... .J..' \ 

T'YJV OOVC1aV, TOI\JL'YJT£OV ft7TftV. KaT'YJ.,.,ftas yap ] 
, \.J.. '\ , 0 ' .....

KaT£XOVC1'YJS TOVS .,.,tI\OVS fV VJLOVJLfVOVS T'YJS ;'J 

, ..... \ \ K' iP , ..... it\ 
7TapOLVtas T1]S 7Tfpt TOV tJLwva, Kau 1]V aVTOV 

..... ..... r ! II \ ,t\, \ ,ITOLV XfpOtV 'YJp7TaC1U1] TO ypaJLJLaTLOV 0 aVTOV 


'.J..' ..... K' '\ll\ ~ 2 \ ,\ ..... 
~ 


f.,.,tC1T'YJ TTl V7TPqJ, fl\UWV OW TtS KataVTOS TWV 


, ~ -' ,~ \ ! 'll 8! \ tIll ".J.. 

f7TtT'YJ~tWV fLOWS T1]V Tfaxu'YJ ova KaL OufV f.,.,V, j
"\\'~" ~ " \ Ii: "'.J.. 3' ..... \!a/\/\ ,wavopfsaptCfTOL,I\'YJt:.aTf, E.,.,'YJ, T'YJSI\V7T'YJS, 

'J,1 Post /((1:'" ~fLofJ CP ins. A£p£v1'd.: am. VL Par. 3016: del. 
F., e seholio ortum. 

2ns Martin: 1'£ Mss., edd. ······.1···.·..'·:··.' 

3 ~~." Mss. exe. V, Re., Martin: ~~."v V, F., Norman 
(1965). , .

.,., 
·.··.1·.'·.·.;·'··.·; 
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glutton who had run through a vast fortune in his 
gluttony and was rabid in his fury against me, and 
he sent him packing, so that he was humbled and no 
longer indulged in such craziness.a In all the pane
gyrics of Spain, this was what pleased him most, 
and he rejoiced, he said, in the emperor's attentions 
towards me, even though his table was provided 
with no contribution from me, though plenty from 
others. 283. So let that be attributed to good for
tune, and also the following, though, considering the 
munificence of the gift, I hesitate to speak of it. 
However, I needs must, so that I may do full justice 
to the fortune that bestowed it.b My friends were 
full of despondency when they considered the dis
gusting treatment of Cimon, whereby his creden
tials of appointment to Cyprus had been snatched 
from his hands. Well, there came someone-one of 
my friends, in fact-and fully knowing their dejec

a Obscure and textually corrupt, but it certainly refers 
to the visit of Rufinus Praetorian Prefect of the East to 
Antioch in winter 392/3 and to the deposition and punish
ment of Florentius then (see Seeck, "Libanius gegen Luci
anus"). The panegyric on Spain celebrates Theodosius and 
his family, and the compliment to Libanius here is supple
mented by the flattering treatment of him recorded in Ep. 
1111 and Letter 193 of summer 393. 

b Fortune's final favour is to provide vengeance (as in 
§270), upon Constantinople and the false friends there 
who had betrayed him and Cimon. For the retraction of 
this appointment to Cyprus, cf. §278 above, Ep. 1011. 
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~I ('\ I I.J. \ , ....~, ... ~ I 1 
€XOVT€S 0 TTaV€tlJ TT€'f'VK€ I\VTT"lV, TOVTO O€ T'[I O£K'[I, 
('\ If' ...., ~, ... ll... ,... I 
"lV f.L€£~W TTOt€£ TO ota TWV U€WV aVT"lS TVYXaV€£V 

, {j I 284 ~I 2 'r I ,....,
TOV TT€TTOVUOTa. • UIT€, OtoV Tt TO TWV €tS 

I , I ''A{j I II ~ '" , IKP"lT"lV ayof.L€VWV U"lV"lU€V O€£1TVOV €t10f.L€VWV 

T~ tv Aa~vplv8CJt TtpaT£. TT€p2 Ot TOU ~tAovS TOU 

I .... 'A "" I , ,
K€KOf.LtKOTOS Tots xatotS T"lV V0t10V Kat TTapa 

... I I~ , I (" ....""1\ 
TWV TTPWTWV T"lS I\taoos "lKOV0f.L€V, ws avn T"lS 

, rl rl,/J \ \ .... "~ ........ t'E \ \ 

€lS eva V/-,P€WS TTOI\I\WV €O€t TTVPWV TOts 1\1\"lt1tV 

, " III ,1' I (X'
€tS TOVS aTTOUV"lt1KOVTas. Kat "lV /LaKaptoS 0 pV-

I ... I I285tlt1"lS T0t10VTCJt KaKCJt Ttf.LWf.L€VOS. • €T€POS TOt
'r r , ll .... 3 \ '" 1\ ... 

VVV OVTOS t€P€VS U€WV M/LCII /L€yaI\CJt T£/LaTat. 

A I l' .... " '~" ... ,
J.J."lf.L"lTPOS, Otp,at, TOVTO €pyov OVO€ apas KaT 

, .... I 'r I 'A 1\ \ , I fj
aVTWV Y€Y€V"l/L€V"lS, CJt TOT€ TTOI\I\WV €K£V"lU"l· 

'( , (I , I .... ~,r , I 
Kat "l /L€V "l/L€PWV €VV€a, f.L"lvas O€ OVTOt1£ T€TTa

, \ I , 1 \ ,~, ", ~, 
pas aVal\tt1K€t T"lV TTol\tlJ. €£ O€ Kat av"lP UOVS 

~I I l{j... I I " 
O£K"lV f.L€ya TTapaf.LVutoV TCJt T€TpWf.L€VCJt, TT0t10V av 

1\ '\ I '" 
Tt TTOI\E'WS Kat T"ll\tKaVT"lS €t"l ; 

1 )'V1T"1V, 1'OVTO 8t 1'fl8lK'{} ACP, Re., Martin: )'V1T"1V, 1'oil1'o 8f 
tU1't OLK7] VL, F., Norman (1965). 

2 Yan Re., F: Yaws Mss.: '&1'f. Yaws Martin. 
3 tf.ptQS 8l!wV Re., F.: tl!PWV Mss.: tl!Pf.Qs Martin. 
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tion and its source, 'Be troubled no more, gentle
men,' he said. 'In vengeance you have a possession 
which always soothes troubles, and if the victim 
gets it through the agency of the gods, then it is all 
the greater. 284. You all know what happened 
when the Athenians were sent to Crete to become a 
meal for the monster in the Labyrinth. Of the bolt 
which brought plague upon the Achaeans we read in 
the first book of the Iliad, that because of an insult 
to one man, the Greeks needed many funeral pyres 
for their dead. a Chryses was indeed blessed that he 
was avenged with such an affliction. 285. But 
here and now another priest of the gods is being 
avenged with great famine.b This is surely 
Demeter's work, even though no curse has been 
invoked against them, such as happened when 
Apollo was moved to wrath. That plague lasted for 
nine days: this famine has been wasting the city for 
four months now. If it be a great consolation to the 
victim that one man should be punished, think what 
it would be for so great a city to be so visited!' 

aThe Athenians and the Minotaur, Plut. Thes. 15.1. 
For Chryses, Homer II. 1.43 fT. 

b Libanius, like Chryses, is a iepEvs 6ewv, and the insult 
to him by the Senate of Constantinople is repaid by the 
famine that afflicts the city, a vengeance of more than epic 
character since it is unsolicited. It seems likely that this 
final passage was written before December 393, since the 
execution ofProclus (3 Dec.) remains unmentioned. 
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1. Z'fJJlofito; 

~'"" ", ~I 8 I""'tyV T'fJJI atY'fJJI €YJlWfL€JI afLwaa at. KatTOt y€ 
~ I ,\ I '""~ I ,
'fJ'TrLfITafL'fJJI €t'TrOfL€JI'fJJI TWJI aotK'fJfLaTWJI T'fJJI 
~I ~'" 'r ~, '"', '"' 8otK'fJJI. ov yap taOJl 'fJJI €fL€ aWJI a'Troanp€ta at 

I "< '>1 '( '"' '''/'' '"' ypafLfLaTWJI Kat aot Ta 'Trap 'fJfLWJI fL'fJ 'fo£TaJl. 
',\,\' tf ,\,\" I I If (a,\ 'aa oao; Ka tW Ta aa, ToaOVTO; fL€t'oWJI 'fJ fJ afJ'fJ 

'"' IT'fJS TtfLwptas. 

1 'n!; inser. Re. 

a For Zenobius see BLZa 315 (i), PLRE 991. 
In summer 353 Libanius was encouraged in his project 

of returning to settle permanently to teach in Antioch by a 
promise of appointment to the municipal chair, since the 
present holder, his old teacher Zenobius, indicated a 

2. 0a'\aaaLw 
~ 

'!TT , ,\' , rf I JS:. rI1• nJl fLf.JI Ka a Kat oaa 'TrapWJI aot awtlvf.tJI, a 
~,~ , ,,/.. ,\ ,,/..! , 'tf ,\,.. ~,\ 
o aKOVW, 'ft oa0'f,as €yyvs 'fJK€t, "I WTTa f. €V
{jl " I ''"' ~ Iu€pa Kat TP0'TrOS fLta07ToJl'fJpOS Kat TWJI a'TrOvoatWJI 
" " , , ~ I , ''r '"' ,fPWS Kat TO fLf.T aJlop€tas TOVS fL€JI €V 'TrOt€tJI, TOVS 
~"'\ I , ~, " I ,
o€ € aWHJI, Kat 0'fJ Kat TO fLf.ytaToJl, xpvaos KaTa



1. To Zenobius 

I am resolved to punish silence with silence. Yet 
I am well aware that the punishment fails to fit the 
crime: there is no comparison between me being 
deprived of your letters and mine not reaching you. 
But the finer yours are, so much the greater is the 
harm you do me than my retaliation.a 

willingness to retire. He then returned to Constantinople 
and began to pull strings to secure his release from his 
appointment there. Meanwhile, his uncle Phasganius 
used his influence on the city council of Antioch to smooth 
the way. Zenobius, affronted by this indecent haste, with
drew his half-promise and retained his official chair. The 
estrangement between master and pupil elicited from 
Libanius this polite reproof and also the following letter to 
Thalassius to ensure his return. 

2. To Thalassiusa 

1. Even those characteristics which I recognized 
in you on personal acquaintance were fine enough, 
but those of which I learn by hearsay approximate 
to true philosophy-independence in speech, a char
acter that shuns evil, a love of things noble, courage 
in benefiting some and rejecting others and; last but 
not least, a contempt for gold, which for all its most 

a BLZG 289 (i), PLRE 886 (1) and stemma (p. 1141). 
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,J,.' (,\, " II I , I
-rPOVOV/LfVOS, os /LeYUITOV fV aVrJpWTTOLS LaxVWV 

rl 1 2 r (8' All' ('\ }- I rl
"lTT"lTaL. . opYOVtOV f TOVrJ fV u.KOVaas, OTt 

II 1 r 'll A I , \', ,
af rJaV/LU,':!fL, TTPOS rJav/La KaTfaT"lV. OV yap av, fL 

I I '!' rI '!' A3 
/L"l aot TTpoao/LoLOS "lV, OVTWS fLXf. • TTpaTTf 

'!' r A 8' '! ('\ \ III ,
OVJI "l/LLV L fKfLVOV, a KaL TTVJlrJaVO/LaL, T"lV 

, I 8 'll A , '8"" ('\ IIIfTTavo OV· fTTWV/LW yap L fLva TTVJlrJaVO/LaL. 

1 <O'ov> ~1'1'77TllL coni. Re. 

b The terms of this commendation are tempered by 
Ammianus (14.7.9), who speaks of an arrogant nature. 

c Chamberlain of the bedchamber to Gallus; BLZG 165 
(i), PLRE 399 (3). 

a BLZG 176 (i), PLRE 431 (3), FIKr. 4. 

This ietter, the earliest to survive followbg Libanius' 
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potent influence among men has been overcome.b 

2. On hearing from Gorgoniusc only of his admira
tion for you, I have come to admiration for him, for 
unless he were a kindred spirit to yourself, he would 
not be so affected. 3. Ensure for me then by his 
agency-which indeed I hear you are doing-my 
return, for I am desirous of seeing what I hear. d 

d Thalassius, husband of Libanius' cousin and prae
torian prefect in attendance upon Gallus at the time, is 
urged to speed up Libanius' return to Antioch. Though he 
might have been ready to assist in this, he was dead by the 
end of353 (Amm. Marc. 14.7.9). 

3. To Hieroclesa 

1. If laziness consists of a wilful refusal to do as 
much as one can, lam far from being blamed for it, 
for although my letter was briefer than the occasion 
warranted, I could not write more because of ill
ness.b 2. Yet be assured that the ill-feeling you 
have come to entertain for this man is a great blow 
to me. For to see people who should be in complete 
harmony at odds with one another, and to be pained 

settlement in Antioch, develops (3-12) into a miniature 
consolatory speech on the death early in 355 of Hierocles' 
nephew and son-in-law Chromatius. No more is known of 
Chromatius than is given here. 

b Illness had been the pretext for his removal to 
ft..ntioch, but in 355 he vias ill in earnest with head pains, 
dizziness and nephritis (Ep. 473.3 D. 
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C Hierocles, a pagan, was brother to Libanius' close 
friend the pagan Demetrius and to the Christian Julianus 
(for whom see Letter 124). 
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at the occurrence without being able to stop it is 
obviously to be accounted a disaster by myself, your 
brothers,C and all who entertain goodwill towards 
you. 3. But even worse than this is the death of 
Chromatius, by Zeus and the godsd_I repeat, of 
Chromatius. He was a credit to Palestine, by reason 
of his birth there, and to Athens, by reason of his 
ready acceptance of its learning. 4. He was a glory 
to his family, a haven of refuge to his friends. Of all 
the men I know he gained most admiration and 
least envy. He startled with his eloquence, and 
attracted with his character, for in himself he was 
both an able orator and a good man. 5. What 
should I first call to mind? what should be the first 
reason for me to lament his passing? Our sojourn 
under the same roof at Athens? the way that we 
shared a single table, the same enjoyments, the 
same deliberations? or how we acted as whetstone to 
each other by our mutual criticism? 6. But at the 
time of my first homecoming,e he excelled everyone 
in the applause and other marks of appreciation 
which are thought to be of service to the professorial 
station. Moreover, he urged me to return home 
again, and upon my arrival was worth many a sup
porter. 7. And this he did, though he knew that, 

d The imprecation is a reminiscence of Dem. de Cor. 
285. 

e In summer 353. 
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loiF. oliWolf(Mss.) 

f The Caesar Gallus, who disapproved of Libanius' stay 
in Antioch. 

g Cf. Letter 95.1. Paroem. Gr. 1.123. 
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through his devotion to me, he would annoy a cer
tain person;f but for all that, it did not distract him 
from his courageous support of me that some 
reproach from'someone or other would surely follow, 
but he generously acted as he thought was just, and 
those persons who expected him to oblige them by 
acting unjustly he shook off as being of not very 
sound disposition. 8. During such efforts on my 
behalf he fell ill, and though oppressed by such 
affliction, he endured it in silence. Then he rose 
from his bed and set out to CUida-and to his death. 
And the place to which he had removed, and which 
previously seemed so pleasant, now, as you can 
imagine, I felt to be utterly unfriendly. 9. When 
I first heard the news, I was struck dumb for a 
very long time, and when I could utter a word, the 
first words I uttered were that the noblest being on 
earth had passed away, a man more prudent than 
Peleusl no less dear to god than Sophocles,h able in 
speech, better in judgement, a true friend,i in no 
way inferior to those Syracusans who gave testi
mony to their fidelity in the tyranny of Dionysius) 
10. Such was the story I told, Hierocles, amid my 
tears. Then in consequence of the very cause of my 

h Cf. Vita Sophocl. 12, 'Y~'Yov£ at ICa16fcxptA-?s blMfoOICA17s Ws OOIC 
l1AAo~. 

i Eurip. Or. 1155, a favourite citation of Lib anius. 
j Damon and Phintias, Pythagoreans in the tyranny of 

Dionysius I: cf. Cic. de Off, iii.10.45, Tuse. v.22.63, Val. 
Max. iv.7.1. 
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tears, I somehow came to consider that there was, 
after all, no need for tears, for to have lived a life 
of such nobility is consolation for his death. His 
fate is common to all men, but the objects for 
which he is praised are not. 11. Indeed you 
should rather rejoice at having had such a nephew 
and son-in-law than be shocked at his death. Reflect 
that everything happens by will of the gods, and 
that gods would never harm a man of such virtue, 
for they are just and would never punish one whom 
they ought to honour. 12. He died, surely, not in 
order to suffer some dire fate, but for better things. 
It seems to me that they regarded him as too good 
for a life on earth and as fitted for their own com
pany, and so translated him from here to heaven.k 

That is the way you must think of it too, and per
suade your daughter to do the same, and you must 
believe that your ability to endure this is fitting tri
bute to his high qualities. 13. I could say more 
too upon the death of my companion, but there is no 
need, for it would be a tale told to one who knows 
already. As regards the disturbance here, my care 
is to have it allayed, and your part is no small one. 
Such occurrences require sound sense, and you, if 
anyone is, are renowned for sense. 14. Then, just 
as I would call upon you, ifyou were a helmsman, to 

k cr. Julian's reproof to the mourners at his death-bed, 
Or. 18.29B. 
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a BLZG 61 (i), PLRE 59 (3) give the received account of 
Anatolius' career. 

For an alternative view which accepts the accuracy of 
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show your skill in time of storm,l so, since you hold 
the palm for your tact, reconcile one who is angered. 

1Cf. Plat. Protag. 344d. 

4. To Anatoliusa 

1. I could wish that the friends I have should, in 
all they say, be thought to speak the truth. You I 
account among the foremost of my intimates and so 
behave that you should be far removed from deceit. 
2. In my concern for this, my friend, I kept silence 
until the present time, for the immediate conse
quence was that, if I wrote, you would be a deceiver, 
while if I did not write, you would purge yourself of 
the charge: thus I did you honour by my silence. 
Yet you refrain from commending me and accuse me 
as though I have wronged you. You think I talk in 
riddles. Then let me make matters clear. 3. In 
writing your first letter you touched me to the quick 
with several jesting remarks and ended with the 
postscript that you had wiped the floor with me in 
what you had written, and you gave your word for 
that. 4. So I began to ponder how you had con-

the dates given in Cod. Th. and the evidence of Eunapius 
in his life of Proaeresius, so distinguishing Anatolius Azu
trio as prefect in 340's from the present AnatoHus in the 
350's, cf. Norman, "The Illyrian Prefecture of Anatolius," 
Rheinisches Museum far Philologie 100 (1957): 253 ff. 
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2 tPavAo-ra-ro/l Wolf (Va Vo Vind.) tPau'Aonpo/l F (SD, V 
corrected). 
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vinced yourself of the correctness of your remarks 
and obviously felt that you had won your point. But 
an obvious win is for the loser himself not to brazen 
it out that he has not lost, and if he does not write 
that, then he concedes defeat by having nothing to 
write about. 5. So you have this prize, besides 
that which you have won for your justice. Our noble 
Anatolius has gained two victories over us, the first 
that he is the best of governors, which is what is on 
everybody's lips, the second that he is the best of 
sophists, which is my confession-and this you 
might say was not least important. 6. In my 
mind's eye I see you laughing and hear you calling 
and making one of your usual remarks; for you 
would never undertake this kind of thing without 
doing so. 7. So let there be an end to fun here; by 
all means one should poke fun at a correspondent as 
though present, but now I will pay you back with 
the real reason for my dilatoriness in writing. 8. I 
knew that you would want to hear something high
faluting about me, befitting our city and the ambi
tions by which I was inspired to return home. Well, 
while ever this had not yet supervened, I thought I 
should delay, but since sometpjng of the sort has 
actually occurred, I now write. 9. To begin with, I 
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'8 't. 8 8 \ '" , 1 t. ' r ,1.8 I ."f ff,a'TO, L arJKaA£LOV aVfcpf,a KaL 0 't' OVOS f7TVfL 

\ 1 '8 ' 8' tl ,." ""\ \ " /\a/L7Tpos. fL ws f O'TL OVK frJ'TLV av'TOV a/\/\ws 1J 
\1 '" '" 1 " 1\ ,
/\OyOLS Ka'TaXWrJaL, 'TOV rJw/La'T0S /LfV 1J/LfI\OVV KaL 

rI '" tl8 '" '" tl8'OrJOLS 'TOV'TO "I f'TaL, xaLpfLV fLWV, 'TOV f 07TWS /L1J

8E-v aV~rJw Mywv, ~¢pov'TLrJa. 11. 'Tots {3fA'T{

8' r '" \ 1 , \ \ , , \ \ ,
rJ'TOLS f 1J/LWV 7T0I\L'TaLS 'Ta 7T01\I\a ov 7T01\I\a 
'8 1 , \ \' " , , , r 1 , \ '" 
f OKfL, al\l\ fyW /LfV av'TOVS 7JYOV/L1JV 1JVWX/\1J

r 8" 1 , 1 1 8' r ,
rJ8aL, OL f aYfVrJ'TOLS fcpKfrJav. VfOL f OL /LfV 

." 1 r \ I ,I. '" r 8' '!'OV7TW 7TpO'TfpOV W/LL/\7JKO'TfS rJ0't'LrJ'TaLS, OL f OLS 

r 1\ , ,I. I r,l.' r '" ~ 1 r \ , 8'
W/LLI\OVV a't'fV'TfS V't' 7J/LLV f'Ta'T'TOV'TO, OL /LfV fV fV

8f 7TPOrJLOV'T£S, OUK 3AlYOL 8' ~7T~A80v. 12. aAA' 
" I '8 1 '" , 1 l'OV7TW 7TaV'Ta fV aL/LovLa rJOV "If a7T0V'T0S· ov 

I ",.,." ,y \', \
7TapOV'TOS 'TaV'Ta "If "IV av /LfL':,W. KaL av'TO "If 'TO 

7Tap{iva[ rJf 7TarJ7JS 1'~S 7Tfpt 'TaV1'a fU7Tpa~{as 

Cf/LfLVOV. 13. 7Tapf/Lv8fL1'O 8f /Lf 'TO KfKA~rJ8a[ rJf 

b Because of the victimization of the decurions by 
Gallus, the riots and the lynching of Theophilus and the 
flight ofEubulus (Or. 1.103, Ep. 386, Amm.14.7.2). 

C Gallus was recalled in summer 354. Before then 
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came among people who had no confidence in their 
survival.b And don't ask me, "Why did you go, 
then?", for to return was not without its dangers. 
10. Then after the departure of the oppressor and 
my escape from death,C of which you have heard, 
after many declamations given during the summer 
season, I opened a school and envy erupted into 
flame. Realizing that I could not smother it save by 
declamations,d I disregarded my body and took 
leave of the pleasures it enjoyed, and considered 
means whereby I should not relax from the delivery 
of declamations. 11. ·My worthy fellow citizens 
regarded this quantity as a mere nothing; and 
though I thought I surfeited them, they were like 
men who had never had a taste. Young men, some 
who had never yet attended any lectures, others 
who left those whose lectures they did attend, en
rolled under me, some from here in Antioch, and not 
a few coming from abroad.e 12. But my cup of 
happiness is not yet full while ever you are absent. 
Were you here, then it would be fuller. Indeed the 
very fact of your presence would exceed all such 
success. 13. My consolation was that you had 

Libanius was accused of treason before him, and got off. 
The order of events here is more accurate than that of the 
dramatic narrative of Or. 1.93 ff, twenty years later. 

d Cf. Plat. Gorg. 512c. 
e For another contemporary account of his setting up 

school in Antioch, cf. Letter 6. 
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, , 	 I !'\ ,J.I\ '~'J' ~ " ,
If'pOS apx'lv, "I K€'fal\aLOV apxwv €LVaL OOK€L, Kat 

\ I 't" I I I8 I tp
lL€yal\avxovJL€ a y€ ~VpOL WJLaLOts If'ap€XOVT€S 
" ~ 3 ~, '" 1\ I avopa O€tVOV KO(JJL"I(JaL 1f'01\€WV 1TpaYJLaTa. 

,~, r ,J. I '" , I ''"'14. TO ° WS 'f€VY€LS TOVTOV TOV 1f'0VOV, aKOV(JaL 
\ r ,.., 1:.' "'~' (/ '(/JL€V Vlf'''IPf,,€ JLOL, If'L(JT€V(JaL O€ "IKL(JTa, ovX OTL (J€ 

" ~ ~ ,!" t, \ I ',J.oLOJLaL (Jlf'ovoapxLO"Iv, ~ yap at apxaL If'€VLas a'f0p
I ,..,,, ,." ~ I '\\' ~ I ~I

JLaL, If'WS av TO apx€LV OLWKOL; al\l\a OL€(JTavaL 0"1 
~a(JL T~V 1>WJL"IV Kat TOUS 1f'0AAOUS OV(JKOAWS 
,/ \, fJ \ I ,~\ '" ~,.., \ r I
€X€LV If'pOS T"IV OVI\"!V, (J€ O€ TOVTO O€L(JaL 1\0yL\:!0

r " \ ~'" '1\ \ fJ \ I , IJL€VOV 	WS "I TOV o"!JLOV "I TOVS €ATLO'TOVS aVLa(J€tS. 
'" , \ \ ,J. 'fJ "ll ",..,15. TOVTOV €yw TOV 'fo OV ov If'€LUoJLaL T,,!S O'''IS 

'J' .1." " \" r I \"€LVaL 'fVX"!S. Kat yap Kat TWV "!VLOXWV TOVS aKpovs 
r "8 ' , fJ' (/ (f , 8opw appOWTWS ava aLVOVTas apJLa tlf'lf'WV alf'€t € 

I ,~ , r, " 	 1
(JT€PWV €LOOTas ws t(JxvpOT€paV K€KT"IVTat T€XV"!V 
~ , I 1 "~ ~ l \ fJ 1T"IS €K€tVWV KaKtas. "!0"l ot" TLS Kat KV €PV"J'T"IS 

tY"IY€PJLlv"IS 8aAaTT"IS AvO'as· av~X8,,! If'L(JT€VWV 
1 8 '" '" r 1 \ 16 \ \ 'J'1If'€PL€O'f(J at T'[l TfXV'[l T"IS \:!al\"IS' • (Jf JL€V ow 

tAfWS 	If'lJL~fL€ fJa(JLAfvs, tA€WS Of, 'A8"1v8. olgatTo 
, \ ,.., r",\ \ '\\ '" 

KaL JL€Ta TaVTa "Ip,€LS !\a/Llf'pOV a1TO l\aJL1Tpwv 
,I , ,~, (/\ '\ t 1\ r 1 ,
€pywv' fJL€ O€ €I\KfL If'al\LV "Ilf'OI\LS "Ilf'apOVTL JL€V 

3 Kal ... w,8pa cited by Thomas Magister S.v. /UyaAa.vxw. 
1Tap(xo;:.cs av8p!! F, (Va Vo, V before correction) £v8pa 8L86vns 
Wolf(S Vi Vind D, Vcorrected)8,86vTfs av8pa Thorn. Mag. 
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been summoned to an office that is held to be the 
peak of an administrative career, and we Syrians 
boast the fact that we provide the Romans with a 
man well capable of embellishing the fortunes of 
cities. 14. It has come to my ears that you are 
trying to avoid this task, but I utterly disbelieve 
it-not that I regard you as a place-hunter/ for 
when offices have been the cause of financial losses, 
how could one pursue office? But it is said that 
dissension is rife in Rome, with the commons at odds 
with the Senate, and that that is what you are afraid 
of, since you reflect that you will annoy either the 
commons or the nobles.g 15. I am convinced that 
this fear does not form part of your make-up. Why, 
I see first-class drivers confidently mounting their 
chariots, although their horses are recalcitrant, 
for they know that they have gained a skill that 
can overcome their viciousness; and helmsmen before 
now have set sail and put out to sea, however tempest 
tossed, confident that by their skill they will sur
vive the storm. 16. So may the emperor send you 
with gladness, and Athena, and thereafter we, wel
come you with gladness, a man ennobled by his noble 
deeds. As for me, the capital-which did not employ 
me when I was there, but seeks me when I am not

eCf. Ar. Achamians 595. 
gIn 355 Anatolius was offered and refused the prefec

ture ofthe city ofRome; cf. Ep. 423. 
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~ 'r ~ ~\ ~ I 17 \~, rf
OV xpWPfJl1], ':J 1]TOVaa Of a1TOJlTa. • av 0 ° 7'L 
'l\" Q I/J \ ~ \ /J \ \ r ~ 
aJl fX'[)S ,.,01]rJft Kat 1TaVf TOJI rJVPOJl Kat WS appw

~ \ I \ ~ .1. I \ , ,J.. I I \ 
aTW 	I\fYf. KaL OV 'f'fva,[) I\fYWJI' 'f'appaKa Tf yap 

I t1 , I ~ I ,J.. \ IQ 
1Tf1TWKapfJl, a fJl pfYLaTq> KaKq> 1TLJlfTaL 'f'l\f,.,a 7'f 
, I/J ~ , /JI t1 ~, 1\ \ 
fTP1]rJ1]JI OVK fLWrJWS, °1TpOaLOVaaJl fKWI\Vaf TfAf.V

T~JI.4 

4 T~V T£A£vT~V. F (SD) 

h Constantinople, where he was still being paid as an 
appointed sophist. Throughout 355 and 356 he pleaded ill 

a BLZG 180, amended PLRE 445. 

The letter relates to Hygieinus, a doctor in Constan
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is trying to drag me back. h 17. Assist me by all 
means in your power. Allay their anger, and tell 
them I am ill. If you do so, you will not be telling a 
lie. I have dr.unk the potions that are taken in times 
of severe crisis, and I have had a vein cut, which has 
never been my habit, and that is what prevented the 
approach ofdeath.i 

health, and with good reason, but his resignation was not 
finally accepted until 357. Cf. Ep. 572, Petit, Vie Munici
pale, 409. 

i The full medical history is given to a doctor friend in 
Letter 5. 

5. To Hygieinusa 

1. It seems that the story which I invented about 
my head was bound to come true in the end, b since 
the god schools me not to be too clever about such 
things.e Ten days after my arrival, I had an attack 
of vertigo, and Damaliusd advised me to drink a 
cure. 2. I could not stand the increase of the ail· 
ment in the summer, and so early in the autumn I 
drank the potion Marcellus gave me-you call it the 

tinople, Libanius' state of health from early summer 354 
until the time of writing, spring 355. 

b Cf. Or. 1.94. 
c cr. Plat. Laches 197d. 
d Damalius, !',larcellus, Olympius, and Panolbius are 

doctors in attendance upon Libanius in Antioch. The last 
two are not to be confused with his friend or his uncle. 
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l' I 1 f " I ~ IT)S Yf.VOJMVWV f.'Tf.PWV erapaTTop,T)V, Kat. Toaav

TT)V tTrtKovplav Of.gcf.p,f.VOS p,f.Ta. ¢6pov 8avp,aaTOU 
, '" c;:- '" \8 '0\ " ITOV Xf.Lp,WVa otT)1\ ov I\Vp,1TLOV TO 1Tf.1TWKf.Vat Tf. 

, '" '\ I '!'8 '!' '"' f.1TaLVOVVTOS Kat Kf.I\f.VOVTOS av tS T)pt 1TLf.LV. 
" c;:-'>. r \ I I'., I3. apn ot: v1Tol\ap,1TovToS 1TOVOS taxvpos 1TpOaf.1Tf.af. 

TOts Vf.¢pOLS fJp6xov avaYKcf.Cwv CT)Tf.LV. ~1Tf.tTa 
'" c;:- \ \ I I " Ip,T)va otal\t1TwV 1TpOaf.1Tf.af. 1TtKpO'Tf.pOS Kat f.1TOLT)

, I I ('\ c;:- '\ , Q \ \ I
af.V avaYKT)V 1Tpayp,u.TOS, 0 otf.'Tf.I\OVV ava,..,al\l\o-

I\Q ' ",'\\ '\ I ,p,f.VOS. IIaVOI\,..,LOS yap TWV al\l\wv f.l\at£p Tas 

aAYT)o6vas agL06vTWV Kotp,lCf.LV T(P,Vf.t p,Ot ¢MPa, 
, f / , '8" I 8 '"' c;:-'>. r, '" Kat PCfWV p,f.V f.V VS f.yf.Vop,T)V, appf.tV ot: V1Tf.p TOV 

"" 4" / , "'8"1TaVTOS OVK f.XW' . T'fJ TOLVVV f.VTaV a ovn 

KaKwv, 1TWS (tv TaUTa ota¢6yot, A(yf.. ao¢uITa.S 
C;:-' r / 8 / , t' ", Q /Of. f.'Tf.pW f.V p,f.Ta1Tf.p,1TOV. Kat Wa1Tf.p f.yw af. ,..,OV

Aop,at 1Tap(ivat Tef paatAf.L, O~TWS tP,~ au voa(iv 
, '" , I , C;:-' ", I

1Tapa TOtS OtKf.LOtS, f.1Tf.LOT) VOaf.LV avaYKT). 

1 'Y(vop.rl'wl' conj. Seeck, F. (S Vi). 'YwopJl'WI' Wolf (V Va 
VoD). 

360 


http:f.'Tf.pW
http:Kotp,lCf.LV
http:1TpOaf.1Tf.af
http:1TpOaf.1Tf.af


LETTERS 


sacred draught,e I think. Anyway, drink it I did, 
though I used to be alarmed when other people 
tasted it; and after obtaining such assistance I 
passed the winter in dire trepidation, although 
Olympius recommended my taking it, and bade me 
take another dose in the spring. 3. But just as 
spring put in an appearance, a fierce pain attacked 
me in the kidneys-enough to make me look for a 
rope to hang myself. Then after a month's interval, 
there came a fiercer attack, which forced me to 
undergo a treatment which I consistently tried to 
postpone. Other doctors advised the use of oil for 
the relief of the pains, but Panolbius cut a vein, and 
I immediately felt better, though there is no guaran
tee of confidence for the future. 4. Tell a man so 
beset by troubles how he may escape them, and 
summon your sophists from somewhere else.f Just 
as I wish for you to attend the emperor, let your 
wish for me be that I should ail among my own folk, 
since ail I must. 

e Cf. Lucian Tragopod. 170. 
{To fill the vacant chair which Libanius had left behind 

at Constantinople. 
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6. 'ApUJTaLVI,TCJ( 

K ,rl 'll ~ , ,,' I1. at on aOl1E'IIE'LII OOL TTJII ywatKa TJKOVO/.tE'II, 
\ '"' , A r, I ~ '" II 

oWTJI\YOVf.LE'1I E'1I1100wns WS E'tKOS OE' otaKE'tOl1at 
I \,~, \ \ , , III 

Kaf.LIIOVOTJS, Kat E'1TE'LOTJ TTJII TE'I\E'VTTJII E'1TV110f.LTJII, 

"t~, I 'A I '5'allCJ(f.LWf:,a OE'tIlOIl Tt 1TOtOVf.LE'1I0S ptOTaLIIE'TOII E'LVaL 

, , II '" '" A-. , I ,
E'II 1TE'lIl1E'L, OV TlJ 't'VOE't 1TaIlTJyvpE'tS 1TPE'1TOVOLV. 

r I~' II '"' II \ , "2• 0pf.LTJoas OE' 1Tapaf.LVl1E'LOl1at l\oYOts allE'0xoII 
~ , " ~ '"' ,~ I ~I r \ ,
OE'toas f.LTJ 1TallV OE' OOKWII E'LOE'lIat E'1TE'tTa al\otTJII 

, '"' '" \ " \ \ I A-. '" I ~ ,
aYllowlI. OtS yap E'f.LE'1\1\01l OE' KOV't'tE'tll, TOVTOtS oTJ 
"'rr~I '''' ,r;:, ~rl'TOtS LVoapov Kat ~tf.LWlltoOV, Kat ooa E'K TpayCJ(

~'"' "ll A-. I \, I ,
otWII E'tWl1af.LE'1I 't'apf.LaKa I\V1TlJ 1TpooayE'LV, 1TallTa 
,~ I , \ ,~ I ~ \', \ \ 
E'OOKE'tS f.Lot 1Tal\at n E'LOE'lIat Kall 1TpOS al\l\OVS 

, '" 3' \ r I rf " '" I'5'E't1TE'LV. . E'l\oyt~0f.LTJII ow OTt, E't f.LE'1I OLa n KaTa

'r ' II I ", I " ~, ,
KOtf.Lt~ E'LV al1vf.Ltall, aVTOS taolJ oaVTOII, E't 0 OVX 

"" , "'\\ , ~ \1 ~,
OLa TE', Kat 1Tap al\l\ov f.LaTTJII all I\E'YOtTO. ota 

'"' '"" 'A-.' \ ~, ~I '"' 
TaVTa TOV f.LE'1I a't'tOTaf.Lat, TTJII otTJYTJOLV OE' oot TWII 

, ,~,r;:, (,\" '"' fa 
1TpaYf.LaTWII a1TOOLOWf.Lt, a TOV XE'tf.LWIIOS OWE'fJTJ. 

4. ~p~af.LE'6a T~S owovolas f.LE'Ta 1TPOAOYOV Kat 
r 1\ \ I '"' A II I '5' ~ \. r 

TLVOS af.Ltl\I\TJS 1TpOS Tt TWII I..l.TJf.L00l1E'1I0VS. TJII O~ 0 

a BLZa 85 (i), PLRE 104 (1). 
Aristaenetus was Libanus' closest and most inflUential 

friend in Bithynia. No fewer than 36 letters were written 
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6. To Aristaenetusa 

1. When I heard of your wife's sickness, I sym
pathized as l' reflected how you were sure to feel 
about her illness, and on learning of her death I 
groaned aloud for I grieved that Aristaenetus, for 
whom festivals are more fitting,b should be in 
mourning. 2. I set out to console you with an ora
tion, but then I stopped myself, for I was afraid that, 
though seeming to know you through and through, I 
should then be found not to know you at all. For the 
words with which I intended to console you, those 
quotations from Pindar and Simonides and all the 
passages from the. tragedians which we normally 
adduce as a cure for grief, all these, it seemed to me, 
you knew long ago and would repeat them to other 
people. 3. I reflected, then, that if these were the 
means to assuage your grief, you would be your own 
physician, and ifnot, then for someone else to utter 
them would be labour in vain. Hence, I put this 
aside, and give you a report of the events which 
have occurred during the winter. 4. I began my 
teaching with a prologue and a competitive passage 
against a bit of Demosthenes. The first was a plea 

to him between now and his death in the earthquake. For 
this letter, cf. Festugiere, Antioche pp. 428 iI. Its detailed 
account of Lib ani us' settlement in Antioch and his rhetori
cal activities in his first year amplifies that oiLetter 4. 

b In particular, the oratory that was part of such fes
tivals. 
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, T ' '1' '"' a a' '"' 8' t 1\ \p,£v UX"lV p,OV"lV at'TWV fJ£fJatav, 'T'[] £ ap,£/\/\'[] 

\\' ,J. / , '"'\lI , 8" /
'11'o/\/\at lLOp'flat. Kat '11'pO(]"l/\UOV, f'11'ft 1] av£(]'T"lv, 

t ~ , 11\' 8'" 'lI/f'11''TaKaLofKa Vfot. /\a'TWV f, otp,a£, "l(]UfVf£ 

'a t / 5" , ,., '"' Z"lVOfJLOS 0 XP"l(]'T0S. . f'11'£t'Ta fyw p,£v 'TOU 

, / , 8" / "ll \'"'8 8 t / 
fa(]KfLV ftX0p,"lV, 'To, f'11'fPPffV fWfa, '11'o/\t'Ta£ 

'I:.' \' " '8/ 'lI'\rlKat bfVOt Kat 'Tau'T'[] O(]'TtS ft"lV £L fVat £u£/\ovns. 

\ , , '" , '"'2\1 8 ' 
'TO p,£v yap fLVa£ p'f p,"l,caKWV /\oywv "lp,toupyov 

, Il , 8"8 ' r ' (]WfK£XWP"l'TO, Ua'TfpOV f f OKtp,a':,f'TO. 6. Kat 

"8 I:. '"' , ,,, / 1 '"' 8 ' ,
f 0ba 'Tots IUV OUK ftVat 'TaU'TTI XftpWV, 'TOtS f Kat 

a \ / r'" , \ \ '"' t / ,
fJf/\'TtWV, W(]'T fV OU '11'o/\/\atS "llLfpats '11'£V'T"lKOV'Ta 

/ .,. t / , '"' 8' , .,. , \ \' "8
VfWV "lV 0 XopOS. apt(]'Tav f OUK "lV, 0,/\/\ f fL 

'"' , t / "Il' r '''' '11'OVfLV fLS f(]'11'fpaV Kat fuaup,a':,f'TO p,f'Ta 'TWV 

,'\\ "'" , '"' 7 l' ta/\/\wv Kat 'TO 'T"lS ya(]'Tpos Kpa'TftV. • "lKfV 0 

~ / 3 "8 I:. / '" 8 \ 1~'Tpa'T"lYLOS, Kat f fbaP,"lV 'TOV av po, /\OYqJ, 

p,LKpCiJ piv, oO'TOS yap, olp,at, '11'pO(]~WVOVV'Tt v6p,os, 
t tJ 1 8' , ,.., ,,.., \ \ ~,.",
P"lrJfV'Tt f Ka'Ta vow aU'TqJ 'Tf Ka, 'TOtS a/\/\ots. 
t 8" / \ ,., , , " , , ,f\ o f aV'Tt'TfXVOS, Ka/\w p'fV yap au'TOV 0 Kat au'T0S 

t , , 1\ , '"' ' '"' '" , ~ I:. t
faU'TOV, "l'11'ft/\"l(]fV fp£tV. Kat'TOU'T "lV f'11'Loftb tS 1] 

1 Tvx'iV povr,v F. (Vi) p.ov~v om. D. dlx~ p.Ov'iv Wolf(other 
Mss.) dx~ pov~v Re. 

2 K(J.KOV conj. Re. 
3 Irpa-nlI'LOS Seeck, F. (S Vi) (Jrpar1fYOs Wolf, Re. (other 

Mss.) 

364 

......!..; 
:~ 



I 

LETTERS 

to Fortune for my stay here to be confirmed, while 
the competitive piece contained many variations. 
When I ~et up in practice, seventeen students 
attended me.C; "Plato, I believe, was ill"d_the good 
Zenobius, that is. 5. Then I settled down to teach
ing, and they came in droves,e citizens and 
strangers and those who wanted to know what I was 
like at this job too, for it had been agreed that I was 
a composer of no bad orations, but now this other 
aspect was under examination. 6. Some people 
thought that iri this I was no worse, others that I 
was better even, and in consequence in a few days 
my class numbered fifty. I had no time for lunch, 
but had to work on until evening, and it was a 
source of surprise, 'besides everything else, that I 
controlled my belly. 7. Strategius arrived/ and I 
welcomed him with a short speech-normal pro
cedure, to my mind, in an address of welcome-but 
it gained his approval when delivered, and that of 
others too. My rivalL-I give him the description 
which he gives himself-threatened to deliver a 
speech, but his discourse went no further than his 

C These he had brought with him from Constantinople; 
Or. 1.101. 

d Plat. Phaedo 59b. 

e Homer Il. xi.724. 

f Strategius Musonianus, praetorian prefect from July 


354. BLZG 282 (i), PLRE 611. Cf. Or. 1.106 f. 
g Acacius. See BLZG 39 (ii), PLRE 6 (6), amended by 

Wolf, Schulwesen 73 f, Libanios, Autobiographie ed. 
P. Petit, 228 f. Cf. Or. 1.90 f, 109 f. 
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r I ,~ , ~, , ~ , 
V7TOC1XE(1LS· 8• LOWlI OE TOVS 7TaLOaywyovs 

, I ",.. \,.., " ",
tC1XVOllTas a7TO TOV 7TW/\Etll TOVS lIEOVS Kat TOll Ell 

I I , \ \ 'Q \ I ,..
fLovaE£OtS KoafLoll a7TO/\W/\OTa aVfL,.,OV/\EVW TOts 
, ,.., \1 ,,.., ,.. '\\',
EfLaVTOV 7TO/\LTatS fLTJ TaVTa 7TEp£Opall, 0./\/\ aya

,... I '\1 ", I " 
lIaKTTJaat TE Kat Kw/\vaat. Kat EyElIETO TLS OPYTJ 

, ,.., ,~, , ,r ~" I 
KaTa TWlI aotKOVllTWlI OV fLtKpa. 0 OE allTLTEX1l0S 

, 1\ "', '" '''' '1' , &. I; r
TJ7TEt/\Et aVllEpEW aVTOtS. Kat TOVT TJlI E7TLOEt{,tS TJ 

r I 9 \ ,.., Z 'Q ' , I~
V7TOaXEatS. . TE/\EVTCf TJlIO,.,£OS Kat EfLOllCfJOOVll 
, \1I \ "",J.. , '(/ ,
a7TE/\UWlI TOV Ta..,.,ov. Kat fLtKpOll VaTEpOll EYKW

fLLCiCw TOll 8t8daKaAoll fLaKPOT£PCfJ A6yCfJ Kat ~80eElI 
, ,J.. 1\ t 1I 1I I r~" I

OV ..,.,av/\OVS KEKOfL auat fLtauovs. 0 OE allTLTEXlIOS 
r I \11; '1\ r \ ,,..., 8' r~' 
V7TEaXETO /\E{,EW, TJlI 0 7TaTTJp aVTCfJ a7TO all11. 00 

" 1'" I ,t ,J..'~' I
ETL ':;,ll- TOVTWlI ytY1l0fLElIWlI ot a..,.,oopa EYllWKOTES 
, ,... l' ~, "', \ '1 \ 
allataXVlITEW, TJaall OE TpEtS allTL Tpa7TE':;, TJS /\afL

,... r '" ,... , I~ 10 ' , ,
7Tpas ot TOVTO 7T0£OVlITES, ElIEOOaall. • EyW fLElI 

1" '\ ,~ I '" 1I I ~, ,~, " 
OVll alla7TaV/\TJS EOEOfLTJlI, TCfJ UELCfJ OE OVOElI apa 

" 'K '" ~\., '" , , I ,
TJpKEt. Kat vpWOS OE TJlI TWlI OVK alltE'llTWlI 7Tap 
r", " ,r, \ , ",
TJfLtll TE EXWlI TOll V£OlI Kat fLtfLOVfLElIOS aE fLElI EtS 

, , , , ~ \ , , I 11' '1 ~ ,
TafLa., EfLE DE ELS TO. era. ,aYWlIt':;,ofLaL OTJ 

,,.., ,..., '" \ , , r ~\ 
Twa aywlIa TWlI Ell TOtS 7T/\aaf.LG.aL TOVTOLS, Ot OE 

h Here Libanius' procedure is the same as he was to fol· 
low after Julian's death, a monody (a personal lament 
popularised by Aristeides) immediately, and an epitaphios, 
a more extended eulogy, later. 
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promise. 8. Then, seeing that the pedagogues 
ruled the roost from the sale of their students and 
that discipline in the schools had been ruined, I 
counselled my fellow citizens not to tum a blind eye 
to this, but to resent and stop it; and no little anger 
was directed against the culprits. My rival 
threatened to speak in their support. Here too 
his discourse went no further than his promise. 
9. Zenobius died, and after his funeral I com
posed a monody; and a little later I produced a 
eulogy of my teacher in a longer speech, and it was 
felt that he had won no little reward.h My rival 
promised to deliver a speech if his father died-but 
he is alive stilL At this, those who had firmly 
made up their minds to be stubborn as mules
there were three who behaved so in return for his 
lavish hospitality-finally gave in} 10. Although 
I began to be in need of a rest, my uncle j would have 
none of it, it seemed; Quirinusk too was one of those 
who kept me up to scratch. His son is a pupil of 
mine, and he is like you in his attitude towards me, 
and like me towards you. 11. I took part in a dec
lamation on one of those contrived topics, and they 

i Cf. Ep. 504.4. The leader of these three hostile decu
rions was presumably Eubulus, who headed a pressure 
group opposed to the clique ofPhasganius and his nephew. 
Acacius seems to have been in collusion with him. 

j Phasllanius: BLZG 234. 
k BLZG 250 (i), PLRE 760. Risson was Ronoratus (ii): 

BLZG 180 (H),PLRE 439 (3). 
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, '" rl , ' ''' 8 I , ,~ I IWpXOVV1"O a1"€ E"V aV1"OLS 1"€ pa/L/LE"VOL KaL E"OE"OV1"O 

" I \ \1 \ '" /LOV Ka1"a /LE"aOV 'YE"llO/LE"VOV 1"OV I\O'YOV /LE"1"a 1"TJS 
" I '\' \ I I,/. \UITJS 1"E"XV1JS Kat 1"TJV aVTtI\0'Ytav 'Ypa."E"LV. Kat 

'.1. ,,, \8 I \ l' , ~ \,/. \ rtl
'Ypa't'as E"'1TTJI\ ov OTt 1"aXtcl1"a. Kat TJV aOE"A."os 0 
\1 '" 1 \~ 1 "\ 1I\O'YOS 1"OV '1Tp01"€pOV Kat otE"aE"aE"Ul1"O 1"WV '1TOI\E"/LtWV 

\ 1 ~ 1 ~ \ \12 8 11"a '1Tpa'Y/La1"a. . OE"taas OE" /LTJ 'YV/LVW E"tTJ 
, '" \8 \ r 8II; \' I , 1 , , .. 1'.E"taTJI\ E" /LE"V ws Ka E"bWV 1"as a'1Toa1"aaE"ts, E"KLVTJaE" 

~\ \ , ,,, " , I QI " .j
OE" Kat 1"as OVK av, E"t'1TE"P E"at'Ya, aV/L,.,aaas. E"V 'YapJ 

TOtS '1Tpoot/LlOtS t8E"t1"O t~E"8~va{4 01 1"0 1"fAOSI 

E"l'1TE"tv, Kvplvov 8E- o~ 8t86v1"os b'1TE"p'1TTJ8av a~1"OS .j..... '. 
r" ,,"~ \ , " I "r 1

av1"'fJ 1"OV1"O E"OWK£. Kat a'1T £K£LVTJS 1"TJS TJ/LE"pas
'8 rl ~ \' ,I \ 1 ,..Ka TJ1"at /Lovos, OpKOt OE" Kat ava'YKat '1Taaat Kat • 

8 ' 1 ,,tl' I " E"a/Lot Kat oaa E"'1TLa1"€V£1"O 1"TJPTJa£LV 1"OVS VE"OVS,l, 

, ,.. " 13 " 1 1E"'1Ta1"€L1"O Kat /L£1"£PPE"£V. . £'1Tt 1"OV1"ots 'Ypa/L
Q \1 ''/' '" \ I I' I/LaTa ,.,aaLMWS a."LKVE"L1"at KE"I\E"VOV1"a /LE" avaa1"pE"

,/. 'r\ , I I " ,/. \,.. " 
."E"LV, '1TpOS a a'1TE"KpLVa1"O 1"0 1"€ 1"TJS KE"."aI\TJS Kat 1"0 

,.. ,/.,.. I r,,, ~ I " 
1"WV VE"."pWV voaTJ/La, ws OVK av ovvaL/LTJV. 1"OV1"O 
~, tl ~I \1 ",/.'8'OE" OV1"W £/L£VOS OE"LKVV/LL I\0'Y0V '1TE"pL E"v."VLas, 

I ~'''' ~ \ II; " ~ I , ~ 
TV7TOS OE" 1"TJS otaM~E"WS, 1"a aa '17'atoLKa. KaL OE"V

4 E~(8~val F. Ep.f #J~va{Wolf (Mss.) tp.ov E~{iva{ Re. 

1Rhetoric took many of its terms from drama: the class ,.1 
is a x6pos, the lecture room a etu:rpov, and cfthe declamatory l 
exercises the declamation becomes the dywv, the introduc
tion the '1Tpoaywv. Libanius' demonstration of the dvnAoyla is 
the delivery of a thesis followed by antithesis. 
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began to dance for joy, since that is what they had 
been brought up in, and when I reached the middle 
of the oration they began to ask me to write its 
rebuttal too with the same technique. I did so, and 
produced it as soon as I could. 1 The oration was twin 
to the previous orie, and my enemies were shaken to 
the core. 12. In fear that he would be stripped of 
everything, he entered the lists with the idea of 
checking the flow of desertions, but he actually 
caused some that would never have happened, had 
he kept quiet.m For in his introduction he begged 
permission to relate his conclusion, but Quirinus 
refused, so he gave himself permission to jump this 
gap. And from that day, he has sat there alone, and 
the oaths, and all the constraints and bonds and 
everything else he relied upon to retain his stu
dents, have been trampled upon and melted away. 
13. After that, a despatch from the emperor arrived, 
summoning me to return, to which I replied that, 
owing to migraine and kidney trouble,n I could not. 
Having so settled this, I delivered an oration "On 
Genius," a kind of diatribe, the sort of thing you 
adore.o It needed a second day for its delivery, and 

m Cf. Or. 1.11 O. The locus classicus for such desertions 
by students is Or. 43. 

n Cf. Letter 5. 
o Eunap. V.S. 497. This diatribe Libanius dedicated to 

.l\caCiU8, much to the credit of his rival. In summer 355 
Libanius made strong efforts to conciliate his rival, as he 
tartly remarks later (Or. 1.110). Only after Acacius moved 
to Caesarea did the feud between them die down. 
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, ,~ , (' T' , K \ ,
Tfpas fOf"lGfV 7JlLfpas, "IS fKOtVWVft 1\"I/LaTtOS. 

, , l' " ,~, " ,
14. T"IV /LfV ow f1T aVT~ KtV"IGtV OVK f/LOV 

, ~ , "" ~'" 1" "" , 'a "" (I
ft1Tftv' fKftVO Of f/LOV Tf "IV fL1Tftv Kat ffJoaTo, OTt 

, , ~ ~ f \ 'A' , ~,
TOVTWV /LfVTOt OLaaGKal\OS ptGTatVfTos Kat 0"1 

, "" " \ \ (I "" ~ ,Kat TWV al\l\wv oGa av f1TatvOV OfXTfTat. 

7. AaTtavw 
~ 

1 'E ~, 1\ '" a 8' " t. 8' t\• 1TfLa"l 1Tal\at TTfS fJ0"l ftas "IPf.,W, Ka "IV 

, , \' ""a'"
fKo/LtGa/L"Iv T"IV f/LaVTov, fJpaxvs apKfGft /LOt 

\ , ffj \ \ """ "~ 
l\oyOS • 1TfWOVTt /LfV yap /LaKpwv av fOft, 

"" ~ \ \ "~, '1\ ~, \ \ "" 
KtvOWTt Of TOV 1Tf1TftG/LfVOV OVOfV av OfOt 1TOI\I\WV. 

'" "t. 1'" , ~ ""2• Xftpa 0pES;.ov, W aptGTf, T"IP"lGOV T'lv GaVTOV 
, ~\ ~ \ 1\ \, , ~ 

yvw/L"Iv, ODS ota TfI\OVS T"IV xaptv, /LTf /Lf 1TfPtW'{JS 
, , , "" 8' \ f
a1TM1TW/LfVOV aTVXOWTOS fLOV Kat 1TfVO/LfVWV 
,~ \,1..'"' \ \ (\ f , ~\ 

aOfl\'f"WV Kat /L"ITpOS V1TO Y"lPWS Kft/LfV"IS /L"I0f 

a BLZG 113 ff,PLRE 243 (1). 
This is one of a batch of 14 letters delivered in summer 

355 by the doctor Olympius (BLZG 222 (i), PLRE 644 (4)), 
en route to court at Milan. Datianus, chief purveyor of 
influence at the court of Constant ius, was to become consul 
in 358. He was both notarius and Christian. 

b Cf. Or. 1.94, where Datianus is the notable who 
assists his removal to Antioch. Libanius always addresses 
him with fulsome courtesy and covert dislike, as the ela
borate care of this letter exemplifies. 
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ClematiusP participated in that. 14. It is not my 

place to speak of his emotion at it. But this I could 

say and it was widely reported, that Aristaenetus 


, had been my tutor in this, and indeed of all else that 

merited praise. j. 

p BLZG 110 (ii), PLRE 213 (2): agens in rebus and very 
friendly with Libanius (cf. Letter 11, Ep. 435). 

7. To Datianusa 

1. Since you long ago began the assistance 
whereby I regained my own horne town,b a brief 
recital will suffice me; for if I were trying to per
suade you, there would be need for a long discourse, , ; 

, ' but in encouraging one already persuaded, there 
would be no need for much. 2. Stretch out a pro
tecting hand, good sir; maintain your own resolu
tion, grant me your favour to the erid, and do not 
close your eyes to my separation from my unfor
tunate uncle,c my penniless brothers,d and my 
mother,e burdened with age, nor yet to my forced 

C Phasganius' only child, affianced to Libanius, had died 
the year previously, just before his return to Antioch; cf. 
Ep.95. 

- d For Libanius' brothers cf. Or. 1.4, 86, 197-201, 213. 
'Penniless' is a very relative term as applied by Libanius, 
especially to himself and his own family; see Petit, Vie 
Municipale, Appendix iii. 

e She died after Phasganius in winter 359 (Or. 1.117). 

371 



LIBANIUS 


" \ r \ 1 '~t. 1 " c;:.}ffLf 	 fLfV fl\KOfLfVOV ftS y1}V f,fV1}V, fKfLVOLS 0 .. 

" It' , 3 ,.,c;:.1
7TtKpaV T1}V 1TaTpwa yLVofLfV1}V. • 1TOLfL Of GOL 

, r , r ,., \1 " \ " I
TOVS 	V1TfP 1}fLooV I\oyovs fVGX1}fLovaS TO. ffLa KaKa. 
tl , A.. \ I ,\ I c;:. , t\ 

1} Tf yap Kf'f'al\1} fLOt KaTftl\1}1TTaL vOG1}fLan, OL 0 

\ ,,, 'A.. ' tl A..''''' I
1TI\fOV OLVOV 1TLVoo 'f'apJLaKov, Ot Tf Vf'f'POL Tll KI\LVll 
c;:. c;:. I r,.,!'\ c;:. \ tIc;:. '" 'r '" ,
ofoooKaGLV 1}fLaS, a Of 1}OLGTOV 1TOLfL TO ':I1}V, TOV-

TooV a.1TOKfKAf{GfLfOa. 4. fLc1.PTVS 8f ~p1v TWV 

ll,., t \ I ,., Ifj '0" r I1Ta(}ooV 0 1Tal\aLGas TOtS 1TaufGLV I\VfL1TLOS, 0 GOS 

t,., 	 I \,rr 	 TI' I
Tf fTaLpos KaL 1T1TOKpaTOVS Kat l\aTOOVOS. 

00 8f8f~fLf6a Aaf3!G8aL GOU TWV YOVc1.TooV Kat 
'c;:. 1 'c;:.\ r 1 ~ 'A.. ,...
f1TWaKpUGaL KaL fL1}O(£V LK(£T(£Las (£WOS a'f'ELVaL. 

I 	 \ ,... \ c;:.\'" \ 'c;:.' 'lI5. 	 TOUTOtS Gf 1TapaKal\oo, 1TpOS 0(£ al\l\ov OVO(£V av 
'.1. ,., \ r 1 t, fj \ 1 \

ypa'f'aLfLL TOLOUTOV 1\0YL':I0fLfVOS ooS (£Ufl\1}Gas fLfV 
" " , Q \ ll' c;:.\ ,., \
apKfGftS Kat fLovos, ov fJOUI\1}(}fVTOS Of GOU Kat 

" \ 	 \ I1'0.1\1\0. fLaTata. 

8. 'ApLGTaLVh~ 

'A 	 I " \ I ,1• KOUoo GOU KfKpaT1}KfvaL T1}V I\V1T1}V Kat 

'r I \ \ ,., \ c;:. Q ' '\ 8'fLVat GOt 1Tfpt TO fLv1}fLa T1}il otaTpLfJ1}JI. fyW £ 

tl ,\ I " " tl A.. Ic;:.
ooG1Tfp fL1} I\V1TOVfLfJlOJl llTLoofL1}JI av, OVToo G'f'oopa 

AV1TOVfLfJlOJl O~K f1TaLVW. TO fLfJl yap O~ T~S G~S 
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removal to a foreign land and the bitterness they 
feel for their native soil. 3. My troubles lend 
credence to your pleas on my behalf. My head is 
afflicted with a malady that causes me to drink 
more medicine than wine, my kidney trouble has 
sent me to my bed, and I have been barred from all 
that makes life worth living. 4. A witness to my 
afflictions is Olympius, who has combated my 
afflictions, a companion of yours, of Hippocrates, 
and of Plato.f I have begged him to clasp you by the 
knees, tearfully, and to leave no form of supplication 
untried. 5. So I exhort you, though I would write 
nothing of this sort to anyone else, for I realize that 
if you consent, you will suffice, even by yourself, but 
if you refuse, all else is labour in vain. 

f Such an erudite companionship is most flattering to 
Datianus, who began life as the jumped-up son of a bath 
attendant and advanced as an ill-educated shorthand 
writer (Or. 62.24 £). There is malice in this flattery. 

8. To Aristaenetus 

1. I am told that your grief has got the better of 
you and that you spend all your time at her grave.a 

If you were not in mourning I would reprove you; 
similarly, now that you mourn so excessively, I do 
not approve. That would have been out of keeping 
with your character; this is out of keeping with your 
upbringing. 2. So if you need some consolation 

a For the death of Aristaenetus' wife cf. Letter 6. 

373 



LIBANIUS 


l' ~~ \ ,,'\\ {jl \ I
OVV Oft 	TWOS H:at 7Tap a""ov 7TapafLvruas, 7T"TJPW

, '0\1 'A.' '" {jl(J'ft TaVTTJV "VfL7TtoS afL..,.,OTfpa WV ayal7os, 

./. I \ I " \ {j "'f'vxas Tf H:at (J'wfLaTa VO(J'TJ{LaTWV fMVl7fPOVV. 

9. 'ApUlTaLV!TOj 

O~ '" "\ ,./. \' \ ~ I1. toV 7TpaYfLa vvv "TJ'f'fTat TTJV apXTJv otH:atov 

'" "''' ,,"" t 'A Iov apxatoV fWat· vvv .i.J7TfH:TaTOS pt(J'TatVfTOj 
t '" \ ....~, A. t~ \ ~ \ t '" 1
SfVOS f(J'TaL. 7TpO TOVOf OV (J'..,.,oopa, TaXV Of VfLW 

tH: Tofl H:!POOVS ~ 'TJfLla ¢alVfTat H:at 8avp,d.'ovTfS 
'\\ 1\ \ I 2 , I {j I
a""TJ"OVS TOV 7TPOfLfLfVOV aLTta(J'f(J'l7f xpOVOV. 

t\ \ "T " \ ~ .... 1'2. a fLfV OVV OVTOS TJH:OV(J'f 7Tfpt (J'OV, TOLaVTa f(J'TW 
t' ,...." tl~' t , II 	 I
W(J'Tf fPWV fpXfTat • a Of EVPTJ(J'ELS EV TOVTOj (J'V, TOL

" t' I '" 3 " ttl"aVTa f(J'TW W(J'T a7TtOVTOS OVH: Ot(J'ftS. . astov 
~\ \ 	 , , " \ \ " ~ A. \ t t 
OE TTJV 	 apXTJv TTJS 7TpOS TOV avopa ..,.,L"Las 7TEpas 

l{j ,.. \1 t\, \" 'fA.
(J'Ot YfVf(J'l7at TTJS "V7TTJS, TJV E7Tt Tn yvvaLH:t TPE..,.,EtS. 

, \ \ <'tJ \1 " l'
TO fLEV yap npaH:"EOVS OV 7TOtTJ(J'fL - otfLat 

1 bpiv F., conj. Wolf. ~p.'i:v Mss. 
21TfllXtpivov F, (correction in V) 1Tpot'P.€VOll Wolf (Va, V 

before correction). 

a BLZG 281, PLRE 850 (1). 

Libanius' cousin, son of Panolbius, and member of the 
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from someone else besides, Olympiusb will provide 
it. He is good at freeing both souls and bodies from 
their ills. 

b Olympius, bearer of this and the preceding letter, had 
attended Libanius during his ailments of the past year; cf. 
Letters 5.2 and 7.4. 

9. To Aristaenetus 

1. What a state of things will have its beginning 
now; it should have happened long since. Now 
Spectatusa is going to be friend of Aristaenetus. 
There was not much indication up to now, but very 
soon from your profits your losses become obvious, 
and in your admiration for each other you will 
regret the misspent time that's past. 2. He has 
heard such things of you that he comes to you your 
devoted admirer. You will find in him such qualities 
that you will not endure his departure.b 3. It is 
proper that the beginning of your friendship with 
the man should be the ending of the grief which you 
still feel for your wife.C He will not perform that 

Christian and office holding branch of the family; cf. PLRE, 
Stemma 18, p.1141. Now active in court service as agens 
in rebus, he appears in 358 as tribune and notary (Amm. 
Marc. 17.5.15). 

b It is taken for granted that this introduction by 
Libanius will be the beginning of a friendship. 

C Cf. Letters 6 and 8. This letter, written after the start 
of the new school session of 355, will have found Aris
taenetus in mourning for the best part of a year. 
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8I (H \ "" ~! ~ \ \' ( "A \
€, ov 

~8' 
paKI\'T}S €'lTOL'T}G€V, 0.1\1\ 'T} I\K'T}GTtS 

~ "" ""8 I ~ (, 8' ~ 8 I 8 ' aVLOVC1a JLV os €G'TLV - OG'T} € av pw'ITep waJLLS, 

€lS 'lTapaJLv8lav ov8ev UAd~€l. 

10. fEop'Ttep 

,y ", \I "" 1. n€pl€pya,:>oJLat JL€V lGWS 'lTanpa 'lTapaKal\WV 

~ \ "" 8 8" \ "" ~ 8I I€'lTtJL€MtG at 'lTW os aJL€MlV €YVWKO'Ta, aKpv

8' ~8' t::\ I ""\\ ~8 1:. ''''' OV'Ta € l WV ¢€JLtGTtOV JLal\l\ov € '€r.,aJL'T}v €K€LVO 

8'1:. """ 8 "" 2 ,'\ t ' Or.,al 'T} 'TOV'TO 'lTapl €LV. . €I\€y€ 'TO vw 'Tpaxv 

, ~8 ( 8' \ I IJ If"" 'Q ~'8'I \JL€V ov €V, WS € l\'T}fJ'T} G€ Tts av'TOV l\a,.,Ol, €yw € , 

, \ " , I:.'" \ "" .J.. 1\
€l JL€V 'T}'lTOP€lS, 'T}r.,LOVV av G€ 'lTapa 'TWV 'ftI\WV 

" "" 8' Q IJ "" ~ \ 8' l' "" ayflpOV'Ta 'Tep 'lTal £ ,.,O'T}fJflV· €'IT€l € €V 'lTOlWV 
, I "t,..", ,..,_ 
€V 'lTPW'TotS f£ 'TWV fV'lTOpWV, 'lTapwvw Tt 'TWV 
" "",,,, ,~ \""
OV'TWV flS 'TO 'TWV OV'TWV GOl TtJLlW'Ta'TOV avaI\WGa£. 

,r "~8' "" .J.. '8 I ,3. lGWS JL€V yap OV f 'lTflVa G'fO po. Vfep XP'T}G£JLOV, 

" 8' "" ~ ''''' \ (\, ~ \ \ , 
fGTt f VVV OV 'lTfp£ 'T'T}S yaG'TpOS 0 I\oyos, 0.1\1\ 
(I l' "" I Q Q\ I !' ~ I (I
O'ITWS 'lJ 'Tep V€aV£GKep ,.,£,.,1\£0.. WV a'ITOV'TWV OJLOLOS 

" "" , 1:.'" 'I:. IJI€G'Tat 'Tep 'lTf£pWJL€Vep 'TOr.,fVfLV aVfV 'TOr.,OV JLaVfJa-

V€LV. 

a BLZG 171. cr. Festugiere, Antioche p. 107. 
b BLZG 307 (iii), PLRE 894 (2). 
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labour of Heracles-though Heracles didn't either, I 
am sure: Alcestis' return from the grave is just a 
fairy tale-but, as far as is humanly possible, he will 
leave nothing undone for your consolation. 

10. To Heortiusa 

1. I am perhaps playing the busybody in exhort
ing a father who has made up his mind to neglect 
his son to have some concern for him, but when I 
saw Themistiusb in tears I preferred to be thought 
to do so than to ignore this. 2. Well, without 
using any harsh word, he told me that some forget
fulness of him had come over you. Ifyou were a poor 
man, I would ask you to get contributions from your 
friends and assist your son, but since fortunately 
you are one of the foremost men of fortune, my 
advic.e is that you spend some of your possessions on 
the most precious of your possessions. 3. Hunger 
perhaps is not particularly advantageous for a 
student either, bufthe question now is not about the 
lad's belly but about his books.c If he has none, he 
will be like a man learning archery without a bow. 

e The purchase of books is a normal item of his stu
dents' budget (cf. Or. 35.12) and he often, as here, reproves 
parents and friends who are too mean with their 
allowances to enable them to do so (e.g. Epp. 23,1352). A 
subvention of 100 solidi by Anatolius as prefect is 
described as paltr; (Lettei 46.7). 
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11. 'Apu:J'raLvhClj 

rH \ \ It", \ " " fj r"1. [LfV M~LS' TWV f1TUJTOI\WV f1TWlfV 7][LaS' 
r 1 " II \ 1 \ ~\, I r ' \ \

WS' aWft TCIj l\aTWVt, TO Of aK[La!;,fLV fV aOt T7]V 
'fj I" \ ~ 1 \ 1 fj , '" fj
auv[LtaV fTt Kat T'IV TptXa 1TpOS' 1TtVU0S' aVftauat 

\ \ , 1 r , \ fj\ " \ " a I 
Kat T7]V OtKLaV WS' f1TL XUfS' T'!l TfMVT'!l aV[LfJaa'!l 

~ "0 " , " 	 I"otaKfta at, TaVTa OVKfTt 1Tavv 1TpoaKfL[LfVOV TCIj 
I 	 \ \ a 1\ ,,'!' ,\ 1II \ 1

l\aTWVL. KaLTOt 1TOI\V fJfl\TLOV av 7]V, ft T7]V YVW
"\\ 'II \ \.... " 2 \ \

[L7]v [LaI\I\OV 7] T7]V Yl\wTTav wV7]ao. • av [Lfv 

l' " ''/'' " ,,'" \ r....ow OLft aV[L't'wva TaVTa 1TOtftV OLS' 1Tfpt !;,waav 
" , ,/,. 1 \ ~ \ \" tl \
f1TpaTnS' , fV'f'paLVftV yap 07] Kat VVV wa1Tfp Kat 

, ~ ,,~, r '" ,~\ \ I ,
Ton' OOKftS' Of [LOt !;,waav OVOfV I\V1T7]aaS' 1Tavv 

.... ~.... , , \0" , \ t/ \
TOVTO opav ftS' a1Tfl\ ovaav. ft yap 01TWS' aaVTOV 

o£a¢OftpftS' aXaOotTO, [Llya av aTfv&.~aL ToaOVTCIj 
",~~" ''/'' , 3 '\\'(\ \ I

KaKCIj 	o£Oovaa a't'0p[L7]v. . al\l\ V1TfP [LfV TOV
,\ " ~ \It I , "\\

TWV ft [L7] aavTCIj otal\f'.:>'!l, Ta yf 1Tap al\l\ov 
I , \ ~\ t\ " \ I "'/"

[LaTaLa' fyW Of a voaftV 1Tl\aaa[LfVOS' f't'VyOV 

t/ " ,/,. 6 \ ,,' 0I~ .... \7]V1TfP f't'VyOV 1T I\LV, TaVTa fV aOf voaw. Kat 
tl 'II r ~ \ I tl " I "'~ 

OVTWS' apa 7]OV 1TaTptS', wan a[LfLVOV [LOt T'!l0f 

"0 'II '" r I .'S' K I1TOV€ta at 7] 1Tap fKftVOtS' vytfanpov fLVat POTW
\ \ ~\ 1\ "\' 	I

VOS'. 4• TO KaKOV Of 1Tal\at [L€V f1TfK€LTO T'!l 

a He continues with the bracing reproofs of Letters 6 
and 8 concerning the excessive grief shown by Aris
taenetus at his wife's death. 
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11. To Aristaenetus 

1. The style of your letter induces me to believe 
that you are a pupil of Plato, but the continued 
growth of your despondency within you, your hair 
let down in sorrow, and the appearance of your 
household, as though your wife's death occurred but 
yesterday-all this is certainly not like a devotee of 
Plato. Indeed, it would be far better if you attended 
more to your attitude than to your eloquence. 
2. You believe that your present behaviour is in 
harmony with your attitude towards her while she 
was alive, and that this is as pleasing to her now as 
that was then. Yet it seems to me that, though you 
never gave her cause for pain during her life, you 
are certainly doing so now after her death; for if 
she saw how you are ruining yourself, she would 
deeply lament that she gave occasion for such mis
fortune.a 3. But on such a subject, unless you take 
yourself to task, arguments from another are in 
vain. As for me, the illness I invented so as to make 
my escape from Town, I now suffer here in good 
earnest. And yet my home town is something so 
dear to me that I would rather suffer this distress 
here than enjoy all the good health in the world 
back there.b 4. My trouble had long ago affected 

b Paroem. Gr. 1.169, a favourite proverb of Libanius (cf. 
Letter 28.8, Ep. 383.3). Croton was noted for its health 
fanatics; Menand. fro 263 Koerte, Strabo 6.262. 
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Kf~aAfJ, VVV oe fls TOUS Vf~POUS KaT~~TJ, pJLAAOV 
~" \, '" 'r \ ~\ , \'
Of TOVTOVS fUV taxvpws 1Ttfl:Jft, TTJV of OV Tfl\fWS 

'\ 8' '\\"" , \, " TJl\fV fpwafV, al\l\ fKft Tf p'fVft Kat TOVTOVS f1Tft

\,1, 5 '!' \ '!' " 8 " \ ~\I\TJ'f'fV. . TJpt p'fV ow avw fV fPPVTJ, 1Tavn Of 

, 'a 	 \ 8',1,' ~\, '\' \fVffJal\f a fVft' 'f'app,aKa of 1TaVTa TJl\fYXfTO Kat 
, 	 \ \ \ ( a \ \ '8' r \ , ~ \taTPOt TTJV p'fV V1TfPfJOI\TJV f avp,al:J0v, KWI\VftV Of 

,'!' \ ~ \1 " 1'"OVK ftXOV. KaL OLfTfl\faap,fV fVVaLOVTfS aVTWV 
,.., \ \ ,~\ tl " I

TatS Xfpat Kat OVOfV ° TL OVK aVfX0p,fVot. 

8 ,.., ~\" tl,," a ,~\6. fWV Of apa ns TJp,tv fWOVS, oans, f1TfWTJ 

xp~V 	p'f Kap,iiv, ~OWKf 1Tapap,68LOV T~V KATJp,a
, " \8 \ , , '8" 1nov 	1TapOVatav. fl\ WV p'fV yap fV VS aKpoaafWS 

1 !'\'!'" I " '!'p,fTfaXfV, ° TJV fKfLVCP Tf 1Tap,p,fya fp,OL Tf OLOV 
, "\' 7 ,I 8' ( , (' 'E',I,'OVK al\l\o. . f1TfL ° p'fV V1TfP TOV V'f'paTTJV

"8 \ \ IT '" ./. 1 , ~ \ , ,
fl\ WV Ta fpawv aKf."op,fVOS, f1TfWTJ f1T'!Ifaav, 
, './. ' t. ' 	 '~IavaaTpf."as O~fWS 1TapfaKfvaaf .klTpaTTJYLov 

,.., t. '" , ,I, ,'!' ,,, " ,... '8 
1Tpa~aL TaVTa a'f' wv fKfLVOL TaXfWS a1TTJI\ OV· 
, \ \ , 'a \ , , ~ , !'\,..., I , t.~ 

fp,Ot 	 Of fVffJal\OV al\YTJooVfS, at TTJS Kl\tVTJS f~-

,... ", r 8 \,aVtaTaaat 1TfPtTPfXftV TJvaYKal:J0v. . Tavn p,fV, 

I(' " , K' 	 8 ' 01TOT£ OLKOL /LfVOt I\TJp,anos, 1TapaKa TJP,fVOV 
~\ 	 \ , ,~, ,.., tl , , 
Of Kat TOVTWV fowap,TJV KpaTftV' OVTWS Laxvpo

1 ~vva1(jV7'£S F. tvvIOVT€S Wolf (Mss.) 

C Clematius' summer mission, on behalf of the prae
torian prefect Strategius, had been an intelligence gather
ing operation concerning Persian movements on the 
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my head, but now it has gone down to the kidneys
or, more precisely, while causing them severe pain, 
it has not entirely cleared from my head, but it stays 
up there, and at the same time subjects them to 
attack. 5. Well, in spring down it came from 
above and attacked with full force. Cures of all 
kinds were tried and found wanting, and the doctors 
were amazed at its intensity but could not stop it, 
and I continued dwelling under their ministrations 
and enduring every kind of discomfort. 6. But 
after all one of the gods is kind to me; if I have to 
suffer, he has given me the consolation of Clem atius' 
presence. For as soon as he arrived he participated 
in a lecture of mine, and that was a very great thing 
for him, and quite incomparable for me.C 7. Then 
he crossed the Euphrates to observe the activities 
of the Persians, and when they advanced, he turned 
back and quickly primed Strategius to actions of 
which the consequence was their speedy withdrawaL 
As for me, I suffered bouts of pain which got me up 
from my bed and made me pace to and fro. 8. That 
was the case when Clematius stayed at home, but 
when he sat in attendance on me I was able to 
control even them. He was so much more effective 

Eastern frontier. He remained in Antioch until the begin
ning of winter 355, when he travelled back to headquarters 
at Milan in the company of two envoys from Antioch (Ep. 
447). Bet,·,een them they took at least 23 letters of 
Libaniu8, of which this is one. 
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T<:pOS ~lI ~app,aKWlI 'TI'€l8wlI ~£P€LlI, C1Vl1ax86p,€lIos, 

'r ~ ,r' , ,..."
'TI'at\:lWlI, C1'T1'OVoa\:lwlI allap,tp,lI1]C1KWlI TWlI apxatwlI, 

, \ , 9 \ \ \ ~\ ,...
XP1]C1TOll Tt 'TI'pol\rywlI. . TO 'TI'OI\V o€ TWlI 

\ , 'A , '!' \ ",... ''A \
l\oYWlI .n..ptC1Tatll€TOS 1]lI Kat P,€T €K€LlIOll I\Ktp,OS, 

\ \,... , '\'f'Kat 'TI'allTt Tip 'TI'apa'Tl't'TI'TOllTt TO C10ll ollop,a €'TI'€t

, " , , ( ,... '..L ' ( '8
C11]Y€TO. €tT€ yap Tts €£S 1]p,as €'fall1] PCf vp,OS, 

,'\\' "A " ,..., '\' ,
0.1\1\ OVK .n..ptC1TaLll€TOS Y€ TOLOVTOS €I\€Y€T 

" '/', ..L " " , , \ \ , , , A
all, €tT<: OllTWS 'ftl\Oll €'TI''[JlI€t, 0.1\1\ OVK .n..pt

, \'"''8'''C1Tatll€Tip Y€ 'TI'apa'Tl'I\1]C1tOS OVTOS 'TI'pOC1€Tt €TO all. 

( ~"" \ 8 ,... "t. ..L '" 10. WS o€ €Y€lI€TO p,Ot Kat VPWlI €~W 'fall1]lIat, 
, ,"t'I , '!' 2 ",\ \ 

'TI'apa T<: TOll ~TpaT1]YtOll 1lll€lI Kat €'TI'L 1\0VTPOll 
, "il r \ \, , \ ~\ , \ '" 
€K€W€lI, 0 Il€lI I\OVC10P,€lIOS, €YW o€ aVTOll TWlI 

ro 1 ,'/~ ~ \ ~ \ \ ..L I~
p'1]pOV Tt 'TI'€pt€P,€lIOll CfOWlI. ota O€ TO C1'f0opa 

'\\ 1\ ,... 8"" '!' rf 3 , " ,...
al\l\1]l\OtS C1Vl1€tllat avp,a 1]lI aT€pOS €'TI' ayopas 
r I , , r, r" 
OPWP,€lIOS, Kat Ttlla C1Kwp,p,aTa V'TI'€P,€lIOP,€lI WS all 

t~ ClAA~AWlI ~PT1]p,£lIW. 11. TOll 8€LOll 8£ p,OV 
..L \,... (f , \ ~ 'r \ \ ,
'ftl\WlI T<: WC1'T1'€P €P,€ Ka, lI0p,L\:IWlI 'TI'€pt C1€ yllWP,1]S 
" (f , \ I " ,t\, '"~ 
€X€LlI WC1'T1'€P €yw otKata all 'TI'OLOt1]S. os €tS TOVTO 

~K€£ Toil 1iE1T€tC18at Kpantll C1€ 'TI'all'rwv Clp€TV, 
rf \ '" \ '" , '(I~ ,... ~ \ ,

WC1T€ 'TI'pO TOV P,€lI TaVTa aKOVWlI 1]0€TO, lIVlI O€ €lI 

TOtS <~aC1KOVC1Ll1>4 Clpt6p,€tTat. 12. KA1]p,aTtOS 

"\ , \ r \ "'" I~'I) ,o€ aVTOll WS fL€V vow EXOVTG. 'TI'0...(L£ !vIlVflo,lJfV; 

'" ~\ \ ..L \ '" ~, \',... \ ~ \ \ «\>5
lIVlI O€ Kat 'ftl\€t, OLOTt C1€ €K€LlIOS. Kat 01] Kat a 
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than medicines, as he encouraged me to endure it, 
sympathized, joked or spoke in earnest, reminding 
me of time past, and foretelling something good to 
come. 9. The burden of our talk dealt with 
Aristaenetus and, after him, with Alcimus, and your 
name acted as the introduction to every fresh topic. 
Should anyone show himself to us as a slacker, 
"Not like Aristaenetus" he would say; and if he 
praised a true friend, "Not a patch on Aristaenetus, 
though," he would add. 10. As soon as I could 
make my appearance out of doors, we went to visit 
Strategius and thence to the bath, he to bathe 
while I waited for him reciting a bit of Homer. On 
account of our close association with each other, it 
was a matter of surprise if just one of us was seen in 
the city square, and we put up with some jokes about 
us being the inseparables. 11. If you have as 
much regard for my uncle as for me, and believe 
that his feelings towards you are the same as mine, 
you would be right. He has become so convinced of 
your superiority in virtue over everyone else that, 
whereas previously he enjoyed hearing this said, 
now he is counted as one of those who say it. 
12. Well, Clematius has long admired him for his 
good sense, but now he is firm friends with him, 

21lP,fJl F. ~fLfJl Wolf(Mss.). 
3li'TfPOS F., conj. Re. cJ.t1'TfPOS Mss. 
4 tpMKOIH1W F., conj. Re. 
5 <a> Nonnan, <t..s> Re. 
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, \ , rp I tl '/ J.. I , <;:> I 
aVTOV £K Wf.L1]S 1]KOVTa 1]pOV 'f'aC1KOVTa avopaC1tV 
, ,.., ll'" "ll <;:> I \ \ I 
£VTVX£tV ayauots aVTOut, ot1]y1]C1aTO 7TOl\l\aKtS' 
'1/ \ <;:> ,r '\ 'tf , ,.. \ , rp I 
£My£ o£ WS aVTOS fUV 1]KWV £7TaWOt T1]V £v wf.L'[} 

Q \\ '\ J.. I \ <;:>, , '" I
fJOVI\1]v £7Tt 'f'pOV1]C1£L, C1V 0 £t 'VaC1yavup TtS 

I III 13'" <;:>\ r ,.., I
7TP0C10f.LOLOS, 7TVUOLO. • TOVTO o£ 1]f.Lw £VTtf.L0T£

,\ , II <;:>1 \\\, \ r I , I 
pov 1] £L woap'f 7TOl\l\a £LS T1]V 1]f.L£npav OLKLav 
, 1 K\ 1 <;:>, \ \ , 1 , 
£y£ypa7TTo. 1\1]f.LaTtoV o£ TO fUV £pwT1]f.La a7Tay

1\ ,r, I , I , ,.. 
y£tl\aVTa. Kat WS 1]'lTOp1]C1£V a7TOKptC1£WS £7Taww, 

1 J.. <;:> \ tl Q \ I r 1 'f ll' tf 
fUf.L'f'Of.LUL o£ OTt f.L£ fJOVl\of.L£VOS VYLatV£w £C1u on 
\, ,.. tf<;:> ,<;:> \ , r \ 

Kat appWC1TOVVTOS 1]O£TO. £LOWS yap WS f.L1] 

" \' \ I '''' r \ " QQ\IV0C10VVTOS f.L£V a7T£KI\£L£T a.V V7TO TWV fJtfJl\tWV, 

'll ,.. <;:>\ ,f \ \" r I 'll/\ \ Q I 
aC1u£VOVVTt o£ £X£t l\al\£LV, 07TOn £U£I\OL, l\afJwv f.L£ 

rl \ '" 'c \1\ r'f r",
perW 7TOn TOVTO £1::,£l\al\1]C1£V, WS apa Tt aVT'f Kat 

1 r 1 14' <;:>, " "', N 1 x a pLC1atTO 1] V0C10S· . C1VO aVTOV 1] £v LKater 

I tf '" 1 , I r \\1 
Kanx£w, £WS av 7TaVTa. aKovC1,[}S - WS 7TOI\I\1]V y£ 

't <;:> 1 '" <;:> "" N IK0f.Lt~£t ot1]y1]C1W - 1] C1VVOOOt7TOP£LV £LS tKOf.L1]

O£tav D7TEp T~S aKO~S. 
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since he is so with you. Indeed, he has often told of 
the questions you put to him when he came from 
Rome with his tale of all the good fellows he had met 
there. He said that when he, on his arrival, spoke in 
praise of the Senate in Rome for its intellectual 
gifts, you wanted to know whether there was any
one at all to match Phasganius. 13. This is a 
greater source of pIjde to me than anything Pindar 
might have composed upon my family. I approve 
Clematius for his report of your question and of his 
inability to answer it, but I have one complaint 
against him: for all his desire to bring me to health, 
there were times when he was quite pleased to find 
me ill. He knew that if I were not ill, access to me 
would be barred by my books, whereas if I were, he 
would be able to talk to me whenever he liked, and 
once when he found me better he exclaimed that my 
illness, after all, did him a good turn. 14. So 
either keep him in Nicaea until you hear all he has 
to tell-for he is bringing a whole budget of news
or accompany him on his way to Nicomedeia for the 
hearing ofit. 
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12. 0€fLUJTlt.p 

1. Lvv~(J87J1I ~tAo(Jo~lCf Te Ka~ TijJ pa(JtA€L' TijJ 

I tl \ I \ \ l' "~ , 8 I 0 \ 
fL€lI, OTt TO Kal\l\t(JTOll WlI €oo(Jall all pW7Tt.p €Ot 

"'" , I ,...~, (I \ \,..., 
TtfLall €7Tt(JTaTat' T'll 0 , OTt Kat 7Tapa TWlI €1I 

'c f 0 I r \ ~"\" I , I
€fi,OV(JLaLS aVfLa~€Tat. (Jot 0 all €XOL xaptll aVT7J 

\',... '\',J.""" I
T€ Kat €K€tvOS' (JV yap afL'f'otll atTtOS TOVTWlI 

,... 2"~' , " ,...\ I 1 ,
TVX€tll. • €yw O€ Kat 7TpLll €7Tt(JTetl\at (J€ 7TpOS 
, \ ,... "~ , ,... , ", (I 

€fL€ TaVTa 'll0€LlI €K TWlI 7TpOS TOll apt(JTOll 7JKOllTWlI 
~ I I "~ 'tl , ,
.l.;TpaT7JYLOlI ypafLfLaTWlI. €oWK€ yap a Te (JV 7TpOS 

" , f'\ , ,... , , Q \\ ( I 
aVTOll Kat a 7T€pt (JOV 7TpOS T7JlI fJOVI\7JlI 07TallTa 
, 0\'/ ./. Q . \ I f'\ ~ \ ~ , ( I tl 
aya os €ypa'f'€ fJa(JtMVS. a 07J ot €PfL7JlI€WS 0 Tt 

" 0I ( I " ~\ \ I
€t7J fLa OllTeS V7T€P€XatpOfL€lI. €Y€lI€TO O€ Kat TOV

'" I .Q I ,J. I \'
TWlI TWlI ypafLfLaTWlI 7TpE(JfJVTepa 'f'7JfL7J Kat OVK 
, 'lJ \ ~ \ IlJ \ \ I 
7J7Tt(JT7JrJ7J, TaXV OE 7TPO(JET€rJ7J Kat Ta ypafLfLaTa. 

1\\ ~\,... I \ ~'1' \3. Kal\l\t(JTOll OE TWlI 7T€7TpaYfLElIWlI TO ot WlI fLElI 

1 emcm1Aal O~ F., conj. Re. t'ITIOTdt.EIS Va. emontAoLS 
Wolf (V. before correction into -A7}s) 

a BLZG 291 (i), PLRE 889 (1). Bouchery pp. 51 ff. 
Dagron, pp. 20, 60 ff. FIKr.57. 

In recognition of his preeminence as a philosopher, 
Themistius was granted citizenship of Constantinople and 
Senatorial rank by the Demegoria sent to the Senate in 
Constantinople by Constantius (stiil absent in Italy) on 1 
Sept. 355. The grateful Themistius responded with his 
Oration 2 (November 355): cf. Themistius, Orationes edd. 
Schenkl, Downey, Norman, Vol. iii, pp.l22 ff, Vol. i, 
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12. To Themistiusa 

1. I rejoiced for philosophyb and for the 
emperor-for him because he knows how to honour 
the greatest gift the gods have given man, and for it, 
because it is admired even among the powers that 
be. Both it and he should be grateful to you, for 
you are responsible for them both achieving this. 
2. Before ever you wrote to me I knew of it from 
the letters which reach our noble Strategius, for he 
gave me your letter to him, and that with which our 
most excellent emperor addressed the Senate about 
you. I learned of its contents by means of a trans
lator and was highly delighted. But even these 
letters were preceded by rumour-nor was she 
disbelieved-and very soon the letters arrived as 
confirmation.c 3. Your finest achievement is that, 

pp. 28 if. Dagron, p. 20. 
b Cf. Plat. Lysis 213d; a delicate compliment to Themis

tius. 
cNews of Themistius' elevation comes first by rumour; 

then by a letter sent by Themistius to the praetorian pre
fect Strategius, together'with the Latin text of the Deme
goria, which is translated in Antioch for Libanius' benefit; 
and finally by personal letter from Themistius to Libanius, 
to which this is the reply. This therefore is dated to late 
November at the earliest ("around the beginning of 
winter," Ep. 491.1). Seeck (BLZG 295 n.) wrongly deduced 
that Themistius himself translated the Latin text of the 
Dem:egoria into the present Greek text. Themistius admits 
elsewhere (Or. 6, 71c mthat he did not know enough Latin 
for such a task. 
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~V p.£Taax£LV T~S {30VA~S p.~ d.Ttp,cf.aat, To' 8£ TO 

'8,/.1 , \'" 8' 8 '" \ l'K£P os 'f£pOVTa £p.p.£I\WS twaaa at. TOVTO yap 7]V 
" '" "8' (" ,aVTOV T£ Ttp.7]aat Kat TO tKatWS V7T £K£LVOV T£Tt

'" 8 8 "'t. 4' 8' , \ "rl ' ' ''p.7]a at £t!,at. . TO £P.OV OVTWS £X£t' Ta TOV 
I , 1 '" 1 l' 8'awp.aTOS appwaT7]p.aTa 7TapaLV£t P.Ot P.£V£LV. £v £ 

" 8 " ''/' '8 l' r " '"' I {3 \W t, Kav £t a'fo pa 7]V VYt7]S, £p.avTCf aVlL OVI\OS 
"II' 1 1 '"'8'" 1 \ 2 1av £Y£Vop.7]V P.£V£LV. TTl £ p.£v yap aYEl\at V£WV 

, J 3 '8' , ( '" 8 8 I \ 1 "£vwpta, TO E 7Tap VP.LV t aaK£LV I\oyovs apX7] 

LKvpla. 

2 dytAat Wolf (Mss.) clytAats F., conj. Re. Bouchery, 
Fat.lKr. 

3 (vwpla F. (vwplal Wolf(Mss.). 

13. llanavw 1• 
'1 " \ \ ,\ I {3 8'"1. aws p.£v £P.Ot Kat 7TpOS Ta 7TapOVTa 07] ftV 

'8 \ I , I 1 r 8 \ J \ \'"f fl\7]a£tS fP.f Tf aw~wv ta TfI\OVS Kat TaS £p.
L} , J , 8I t' ~'" , '"' , '" 7TpOafJfV fVfpYfatas' ft f P.f OE"t Kat TOVTO aTVX7]I 
" , I (I 1 1 

aat TO T7]V a7]v yvwp.7]V fTfpaV YfYOVfVat, Tas yf I 
7TpO TOV {307]8flas O~7TOT£ ~K{3aAovp.£v T~S ifivx~s, 
'\\" 1 '''' "',/.' \ , II 't" 1al\l\ fKfLVaS P.fV T'll a'll 'fvaft 1\0ywvp.ffJa, T7]li 0 

a~ p.fTa{3oA~v 8alp.ovt 8vaK6ACf. 2. KaLTOt 7TpOS 
'" I r\" (' ,(E \ \ ITWV 7TOVWV, OVS f7Tov7]aas V7Tfp I\I\7]vwv Tf Kat I 

j
~lAWV, 8£s p.£v ~ppwaeat p.ot Til awp.a, PfATLw 8~ 

I 
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while not disdaining the means whereby you 
became a member of the Senate, you have deli
berately repulsed all that brings financial gain, for 
this means personal distinction for yourself and 
clear indication that you have been duly honoured 
by him.d 4. My own situation is as follows; my 
physical ailments bid me stay here, but you may be 
sure that, however well I might be, I would have 
counselled myself to stay, for here the flocks of stu
dents provide results in plenty, whereas the teach
ing profession among you in Town is utter misery. e 

d The grant was accompanied by a rise in salary, which 
was refused (Them. Or. 2.26a). 

e apx~ IK'Vpla--Scyros was proverbially rocky and unpro
ductive: cr. Paroem. Gr. 1.11. 

13. To Datianus 

1. You will perhaps be ready to assist me in the 
present situation also, by continuing to maintain me 
and your previous kindness. However, if I must 
needs be unfortunate in this too, that your feelings 
have changed, I shall never expel from my mind the 
memory of your former assistance, a but that I shall 
ascribe to your own character, and any change to 
the intervention of an envious spirit. 2. Yet in the 
name of all the labours you have undertaken on 
behalf of Greeks and friends, you must know that I 

a Cf. Or. 1.94. Letter 7 and note. 
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,~" I I ') I,.., \".., 
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\ \ l{j 1 II 1 1 ~ \ ,
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, \ \ a" ,I.'tl tIl'" 
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') I ') ,... "" 8 "'" \ ') ,.... .
aKOVWV a'11'OKp£V€£TaL aov /L€L £WVTOS Ka£ €V Tlf! ~ 

a\ I \, ~ , , , 'a 1 ~ 
,.,1\€/L/LaTl '11'pOS TO O€VT€POV €VaYOVTOS· ,.,O€S j 

I
Ii Now, at the beg!illning of '.'linter 355/6, Constantius li 

was holding court at Milan. .~.1 
C His disparagement of Constantinople as a boorish andj 
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J 
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am in good health, but that I left town in the 
thought that living here is better for me than there, 
and please understand ''better" as applying to my 
classes with my students. 3. And tell the 
emperor,b as you can, since you have won your posi
tion of influence by your tact and consistent kindli
ness, "Sire, this fellow, whom you are bidding come 
to Thrace will if he comes here, be like a farmer 
afloat, all at sea always. 4. As the farmer cannot 
plough the sea, he cannot sow his seed among the 
young, since the citizens have devoted themselves to 
other things and visitors disdain the place and 
regard it as a school for scandal.c 5. Syria how
ever is a factory of the Muses:d for a long time now 
it has fashioned orators, one of them being Cal
liopius here, e with whom you are well pleased, and 
there is a mass of students from many quarters that 
sharpens a teacher and itself gets what it has come 
for. So do you prefer your herdsman to have no 
stock or to employ his skill upon a large herd?" 
6. On hearing this, as your smiling glance directs 
him to the second alternative, he will answer, "Let 

uncultivated place is best expressed in Or. 1.75 f; he con
stantly inveighs against the luxury of the capital, e.g. Or. 
1048, 279; Letter 4.16. 

d Cf. Or. 11.181 fT. 
e BLZG 99 (i), PLRE 174 (2). A companion letter (Ep. 

442) is addressed to him. He had a position in which he 
handled imperial correspondence (Ep. 41004). 
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I ,,, \' tl , 6 " " 
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\ " l' l' I \1 ',J,. I 
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'3' \ '" " ~\, I " 
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a\1 , I r ,,,/; '" '" ~ 


,..,1\£1TWV Kat 1T€tPW/L€VOS aVTOV ac.:. LOV TTJS C1TJS OLa-


I ~ I ~ ,~\ \ '" r \ "" '" 
VOLas O£LKVWaL. OLO OTJ Kat VW V1T0 KOLVWV £VXWV 


1\\ I '6 '" , '" 
aTf:I\I\€Tat 1TaVTWV £1Tt V/LOWTWV. £YKap1T0V aVT~ 

'" \ r~ I 10' to' I "" KaTaaTTJvat TTJV OOOV. _. €t Of: Y£VOLTO Tq> /Lf:V , 
.1 

f Plat. Gorg. 523a. 
g For Datianus' public works in Antioch see Ep. 435.6, 

Or. 11.194. 
h Pelops, as a child, was cut up and cooked by his father 
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the herdsman have his herd." 7. If you think 
that I am waxing lyrical and regard this as a mere 
fairy talef and so ignore it, then when I am being 
dragged away, I shall cry aloud, "I was induced by 
Datianus to cleave to Antioch, and the beauties 
with which Datianus glorified our city, the baths, 
both those completed and those still going up, that 
long and extensive portico with its gleaming perfec
tion,g that fulfils in our city the function that Pelops' 
shoulder did in the body ofPelops."h So see whether 
it is quite safe for you that I should be haled away. 
8. I know that you will take this joke well, but be 
assured that you have made it a red-letter day for 
us all by the expectations you have aroused in 
Pompeianus,i for he is the sort of man who succeeds 
in obliging his fellow citizens. 9. From his youth 
up he has been well balanced, concerning himself 
notto give offence, and he has cultivated this talent 
by observing you and trying to show himself worthy 
of your approval. Hence he is even now speeded on 
his way by the prayers of all, since all desire his 
journey to be a fruitful one for him. 10. Should he 

as a feast for the gods. Demeter absent·mindedly ate one 
shoulder, after which Pelops was replaced in the pot and 
brought back to life in perfect beauty, his missing shoulder 
being replaced with one made of ivory; cf. Find. OZ. 1.24 fr. 

i BLZG 241 (ii); he was one of the Antiochene envoys 
sent to court simultaneously with Clematius (ibid. 323), 
presumably on the occasion of Julian's elevation to the 
rank of Caesar. Libanius' plea on this matter produces no 
result (cf. Letter 38). 
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obtain his family possessions and I permission to 
stay, we will raise a paean of praise to those respon
sible. 

14. To Phasganiusa 

1. You inquire how things are going on with me 
without telling me about your physical condition, as 
if I were not much more concerned about your 
health than you could ever be about my affairs. 
Well then, just listen. 2. No letter has reached 
me to cause me alarm, and Spectatus forecasts good 
news even. But that fathead who is ruining the cap
ital has made use of an imperial decree to divert to 
others the emoluments I received from the city, and 
is even dunning me for gold in his letters to the 
prefect.b 3. Strategius was so annoyed at this 
that he has never protested so forcefully. Indeed, 
this brings me into favour with him, for he thinks it 
right that I, the object of that fellow's dislike, should 
be kindly treated by him. 4. As regards the stu
dents, things are generally as they were, but Julius 

a BLZG 234: uncle of Libanius and of Spectatus (for 
whom see Letter 9), unusually absent from Antioch at this 
time, evidently on private business. 

b Libanius' salary in Constantinople was still being 
credited on him. Tne payment was made in kind, but the 
proconsul of the city (Photius) was pressing for repayment 
in gold, and so informed the praetorian prefect. 
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0 " r,,'l:. '" \ \\\ , "" Ir
vpaVlOS \,7]V a~tol. Kat 7TOl\l\a TO. (JOV xp'[J\,OVTa, 
, , , I \ ~\ , 

TO. /Lev fILa, TO. De KOtVa. 

1 a.bTW F. a.~TW Wolf(Mss.). 

2 pill:' Wolf(MssJ p€IIf1 F. 


CJulius, BLZG 193 (i), and Eudaemon, BLZG 131 (ii), 
PLRE 289 (2), were both teachers in Antioch who saw 
Libanius as a dangerous rival upon his removal there. 
Eudaemon, however, became his firm friend in later years. 

d BLZG 271 (ii), PLRE 812 (2). At this time (winter 

35516) he was passing through Antioch. Soon afterwards ,'.".'
he is found as dux in Egypt. 

e Eubulus, principalis of Antioch and long-standing 
opponent ofPhasganiusand of Libanius, was identified by 
Foerster (Vol. x, 760 f) as Libanius' rival in his first years 
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the grammarian is dying of chagrin and Eudaemon, C 

realizing that all is not plain sailing for him yet, is 
persuading Sebastianusd to prevail upon me to show 
him a bit of consideration. 5. I made it clear to 
Eubulus that I would be glad to see Acacius here,e 
and he gave an address on the subject to the gover
nor, adding that this met with my approval. How
ever he paid no particular attention since he did not 
think it necessary to have the fellow fetched back 
against his wilLf Some of the notables who have 
arrived from Palestine say that he is staying there, 
and they report an unsuccessful declamation of his. 
6. Herodianus has approached me and puts himself 
at my disposal, and asks to live on the same terms 
as Uranius.g There are many things that require 
your presence, some personal to me, others public. 

in Antioch (cf. Or. 1.90 m. However, the interpretation of 
Wolf(Schulwesen 93 mand Petit (Autobiographie, 228 f) is 
obviously correct: Acacius was the sophistic rival of Ora
tion 1, Eubulus his sponsor and support in the curia. They 
acted together as propagandist and politician in opposition 
to the threatened family caucus of Phasganius and 
Libanius. Eubulus, himself praised after his death as a 
foremost orator of the curia, continued to show hostility to 
Libanius long after the death ofPhasganius and the depar
ture of Acacius (cf. Or. 1.156). The relationship between 

J 	 Libanius and Acacius between 354 and 361 is explained in 
detail by Petit (236 f). 

f Cf. Or. 1.110. 
g For these and other assistant teachers of Libanius, 

see Wolf, 66 ff. 
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t11 " l' ,., rl1. K~t aot KatpOS TTap~xwv ~v TTOtTJaat aTTav 
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rl I 8 ( I~ ~ I ~ I \TWV ~va y~v~a at. pq.0LOV O~ aot TTap~Op~VOVTt Kat 

KOtvWVOVVTt T~S ilpx~s. 4. O~lgov O~ TOtS 
, 8" '" M '" rl " \ ..J.. I, ,..
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xaptaat /Lev 8~o'is (EAATJviots, xaptaat O£ TljJ n 

a BLZG 165 (iv), PLRE 399 (4): assessor in Armenia 
(§3) and father of Libanius' pupil Aquila (§4). Evidently 
pagan. 

Although Libanius regarded rivalry as the norm, he 
was generous in cooperation and assistance toward those 
who posed no professional threat. Other examples of this 
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15. To Gorgoniusa 

1. The opportunity has come allowing you to be a 
benefactor to the whole Greek world. Himerius'b 
livelihood is teaching; the location of his classes, 
Athens; his property in Armenia. 2. The man 
deserves the utmost respect, and enjoys no little of 
it, but some people harry him, as Lycurgus did 
Dionysus,c and his possessions there have become a 
free for all.d Yet, while his is a financial loss, they 
disregard their act of sacrilege towards the god who 
has granted eloquence. 3. So it becomes you to be 
one of the preventers of such acts, not of the 
performers of them: and it is easy for you, since you 
are an assessor and associate of the governor. 
4. Then show the enemies of the Muses that the 
Muses have their friends too, more influential than 
their enemies, and by one and the same action 
confer favour on the gods of Greece, upon the writer 

are found in his support of a kinsman of the Christian 
sophist Proaeresius (Letter 73), and even of his rival Aca
cius, for whom he secured an increased allowance (Ep. 
274.5, Or. 1.110). 

b The famous Bithynian sophist, PLRE 436 (2). Cf. 
Himerius, Orationes ed. Colonna (Rome, 1951); T. D. 
Barnes, "Himerius and the Fourth Century," Classical 
Philology 82 (1982): 206. 

C Cf. Hom.Il. 6.130 fT, Lib. Or. 18.8. 
d Proverbial: cr. Or. 12.40, Paroem. Gr. 1.122. 
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, ',\,\ " ,!", ~ ~ t:. ~ ,f7TLa1'f ovn KaL 7TfPL OV 1'a ypaJLJLa1'a, OLOa~OV Of 

, (\ 'A ',\ r ", r ,\!1'0'11 VLOV KV a'll ws OVK anJLov OL 0YOL. 

16. 0fJLLa1'Lq: 

1. 	 rOJLo'\oyw JL~ 7TvKva ypa~fLV. ~ S£ ahLa 
,r" f' ,,,,tr! J..8 If7Tap VJLLV. wa7'€ KaL vw on Yfypa'!"a aVJLa~w. 

! 't ~~ '" , ! 1 '" r\ '1\ ~ n ow aOLKOW7'€S r;vayKaaa1'f atyav; r;v a'll f7Tt

,\' Q "', "'8 '8'" ,a1'O,\r;v, a",r;1'f, 1'OtS fV1'aV a fV vs fyvWa1'aL. Kat. 

7TPOSLS6v1'fS 1'0'11 <1>t,\LOV tv 1'ef Kapt KLVSW€VfLV 
"8 2 't8' r '" , , " '" ~ I ,OLfa f. • fL VJLfLS JLfV f7T ayopas OfLKVV1'f 1'a 

I "'~' ,~ '8' ,~ '" ypaJLJLa1'a, 7TV€VJLa Of fKfWfV ap €V KaL OfVpO 
, ,! ( '" , I , '" '" r\
€JL7T€aOV KVJLa1'a r;JLLV €y€Lpft. Kat. 7TOLft 1'aV1'a a 

~ I ~~ I " "., ~ ~ 't:. 3'M	aKfoovLOS fLOWS, ft ns fPOL1'O, OLOa~€t. . 1'r;V 
\ 't ,\ \ ~, ''1\'' , ~,JL€V 	OW 7T r;yr;v fKfWr;V OVK a'll Laaat1'O ns, Of0

~,r '" , 8 '" ~ ! fl ~ !JLat 	Of VJLWV JLr; 7Tpoa fLVat OfV7'€pav. 01'av Of JLOt 

7TapaLVjjs JL~ 1'ef 7Tpa1'7'€LV €D 1'WV ~L'\wv d.JLvr;JLO

VfW, a~1'OS t7Tt'\f'\~a8aL ~atvll1'wv ~L'\wv. 4. tJL€ 
'fl ! ~ , '" '" ,\,\ '" ~ !yap 	on 1'OV1'WV or; 1'WV 1'OtS 7T0 ots OOKOVVTWV 

1 ~lIal'KckraTf VVa ~1Ia.I'KckraTI JH F., conj. Re, 
(Vind.) ~lIal'KckraTf /L~ Wolf(S). 

a Bouchery pp. 63 if. The letter is conveyed by the sons 
of Bassus (Epp. 482, 483). Themistius is reproved for 
broadcasting in Constantinople the contents of Libanius' 
letter. When news of it was reported back to Antioch, 
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and the subject of this letter, and teach your son 
Aquila that eloquence is not a thing without honour. 

16. To Themistiusa 

1. I agree that I do not write very much, but the 
reason lies with you, so much so that even now I am 
surprised that I have written at alL So what wrong 
have you done me that you have forced me to 
silence? Just this-that any letter you get is 
immediately known to people here. You betray Zeus 
of friendship and think to put me in the firing line 
instead.b 2. So you in the city square display my 
letters; wind of it rises there, rushes here and 
creates storms for me, with consequences that 
Macedoniusc knows and will describe on request. 
3. So though that particular damage is perhaps 
beyond curing, I beg you-no more of the kind. 
When you advise me not to forget my friends in my 
success, you yourself seem to me to have forgotten 
your friends. 4. You have long known that none 

trouble had arisen between himself and the prefect Stra
tegius. Strategius had plans for Themistius also to remove 
to Antioch, a scheme which Themistius refused. 

b The reference to Caria in the Greek is proverbial: cf. 
Plat. Lack. 187b and schoL, Paroem. Gr. 2.404 f. (Apostol. 
vii.39). Carians were mercenaries and cheap, and so more 
suitable than citizens to be placed at risk. 

e BLZG 199 (vi): a regular emissary and informant 
between Themistius and Libanius in the years 355-359 
(cf. Ep. 463.1, 83-86). 
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, II '"' '8' '8 1 , '"' 1 \ ,ayauwv ov ~v OV ~1TW1TOU ~1T"lP~' 1Tal\at /L~V 

"8 ,.., 8' , Q 1 \ { \ \ 1 ,7J €tS, VW ~ OV fJOVI\~t Ka TOt /Lot 1TOl\I\aKtS €1TtTt
,.., rl , ,.., , I 8 I " t,1

/LWV OTt Tas TWV apXOVTWV wa/L~ts OVK "lbLOW 
II 1 tI I ,.., \1,/..\1 rt 
rJ€pa1T~V~tV, 0 T0C10VT~ VVV 1T1\£0V .,.,Vl\aTT~Tat, 0C1~ 

III " 1I ,.., r , 5 " 1TPOC1TtrJ"lC1tV ~tS TO uapp~tV "l1TaTptS. . Kat /L"lV 
, ''/'''8 rt 9 r ,.., , 1 

~t Kat C1.,.,0 pa OVTWS ~tXOV WS TOVTO ~VTVXtaV 

" r, ,.." 8' II '"' ,r,..,ay€tV, ~T€PWV y~ VVV TO VVaC1uat TWV Kat "l/Las 
''/'' , '8' II f' 9 tI
a.,.,7JP"l/L~VWV TO VVaC1uat. l:, "lT~t OVV, OC1TtS C10t 

,t, '8 \\ , r" 8'8 ,,..,
1Tpab~t Tas tal\l\ayas' ws €ywy~ ~ OtKa /L"l TOV 

, r 1 'A 1 11TpaY/LaTOS a1TTO/L€VOS K€C1tas y~vw/Lat. 

17. 'Av8poV{K~ 

O,!,"8 'A 8 ' ", ,1. tOY € paC1as, v pOVtK~; C10t /L~V €yw 

, ,/.. '8' r "8 r 8" \1 t,y~ypa.,.,a, C1V € €UPOLS ~ ~tbas, OL € EtS TOVS 

, II '8 ' t, , " r ,.., , , \ ,
€vua € ~b"lV~yKav, Kat y~yovas "l/LtV apx"l 11'01\£

9 "r "'/" , ,.., II
/LOV. ~tTa TOtaVTa a/LapTWV a.,.,~tS 1TapatUtC1uat 
, \ ,.., , ", \,.., tl ,
€yKal\€tS. Kat 1TOV"lPOV tC1WS Kal\~tS, OTt C10t T"lV 

8 , t1A ''/'' 8' 'f ,II tIt P/LaTOS ypa.,.,w €OV uav/La~~tV OTt C10t ypa

a BLZG 71 (m, PLRE 64 (3). 
Like Themistius, Andronicus published abroad a 

private letter from Libanius, causing him to incur the 
displeasure of Strategius. Andronicus is at odds with his 
uncle who, as is proved by Bouchery (pp. 63 fi), is Stra
tegius (not Nebridius, as inBLZG 73 andPLRE 65) over (i) 
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of these so-called blessings of ordinary folk has ever 
had any attraction 

) 

for me, but now you will have 
none of it. And yet you reprove me for not deigning 
to cultivate the influence of the governors-it is a 
practice that is now maintained proportionately to 
the support provided by my native city. 5. In
deed, however much I am disposed to regard this as 
a mark of success, the influence now lies with other 
people, those who have robbed even me of my 
influence. So look for someone to effect your recon
ciliation, for I am afraid that, ifI put my hand to the 
business, I will do more harm than good.d 

d Cf. Ep. 316.2, Paroem. Gr. 1.21. 

17. To Andronicusa 

1. What have you done, Andronicus? I write a 
letter to you, you show it to somebody else, they 
report it to people here, and you leave me with a 
fight on my hands. And then, after such misconduct 
as that, so far from begging my pardon, you level 
accusations at me. You call me a rascal perhaps 

a friendship with Cleomenes, of which Libanius also disap
proves, and (ii) property demanded by his uncle, to which 
Libanius thought he should accede for the sake of peace 
and quiet. 
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J.. ' 1\ 2' \ '!' , \ \ \ ~'A \'f'€W €'Tol\p,Tjaa. . €L p,€V ow al\l\a vw 'T'TLKot 
\ 'E \ 1 1\' \ ,... , ~\ 1I 1'Ta I\€VaLVLa, 1Tal\W f!1Tta'T€I\Ovp,€v' €L O€ 1TpOUTj

a€tsl 1Tp6aO€ 'TWV 'E1TWVVp,WV 'Tif! {3ovAopivCJt 

p,aO€LV, bp,oAoy~a€LS 'T~S atw1T~S ~p,wv tpo.V. 

1 7Tp06~lms F., conj. Re. 7Tpo(J6~lms Wolf (Mss.). 

b The proverb 'T~II 0" uApP-CJ.'TOS a(J'Tpa1T~1I is explained by 
Strabo 9.2.11: a district of Attica where omens were regu
larly looked for and seldom came. Cf. Ep. 607.3. 

C Cf. Paroem. Gr. 1.39,188. At the Eleusinia Athenians 
alone were present and the proceedings were secret. 

d Cf. Demosth. Timocr. 18, 23. Before an ecclesia any 

'H\ 1 " 1 rl1 r \ Il1. I\YTjaap,€v 'T€ ws OV1TW 1TpO'T€POV KaL TJarnt 
r , '( \ \ \ I r( " r

P,€V WS OVK aI\I\O'T€' 'TO /L€V, O'TL aOL fKap,V€V Tj 

yw~, yw~ 'Tas £/Lvovp,£vaS a.P€'TV vLKwaa, 'T~V 8~ 
, Il 1 , I \ \ 1 'tt, ~, ,... 't

€VrJvp,tav €1TOLfL 'TO 'TTJv voaov €t~at 'TOtS ta'TpotS. fV 

~\ " Il \ \ I ,,.., I r '''' ,J.. 
O€ taut, Kat /LTJ 1TapOV'TWV La'TpWV faW\J€'T av o'f'€t
\6 ,.. Il,.. I , \,.. \ I 
1\ V'TWV aot 'TWV UfWV xapw av'TL 'TTjS 1T€pt 1TaV'Ta 
~ , 2 r 1\ ~\ r ,.., , \
otKaLOavvTjS. . Tj 1TOI\LS Of TJp,tV €V xop€tats 'TO 

'" \ ,J.. . \ r \ ~\ , \ Ilf r \1
VVV KaL 1Tpo'f'aatS P,€V Ot yap,Ot, 'TO Of aI\TjU€S, V1TO 

a Although a Christian, Strategius, with his official 
nickname Musonianus, could receive without qua11ls this 
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because I write to you now and then,b but you ought 
to be surprised that I pluck up courage to write to 
you at all. 2. Well, if you tell me, "All right! I'll 
keep mum,"c I will write to you again. But if you go 
and blazon it abroad for all and sundry,d when any
one wants to pick up a bit of gossip, you will be con
fessing that you desire my silence. 

Athenian who wished to propose new legislation had to 
publish a draft before the statues of the Eponymous 
heroes. Only if Andronicus is discreet in handling 
correspondence will he continue to receive letters on such 
private matters from Libanius. 

18. To Strategius 

1. I have experienced such sorrow and such ela
tion as never before-sorrow at the illness of your 
wife, a lady who excels in virtue all the heroines of 
legend, elation induced by the fact that her illness 
has yielded to her doctors. Rest assured that, even 
had not doctors been there, she would be safe, for 
the gods are indebteda to you for your utter incor
ruptibility. 2. Our city is in festive mood; the rea
son they adduce is the marriage,b but the truth is 

pagan compliment, knowing that the Muses are among 
these gods. 

b Strategius' daughter had recently been married in 
Antioch (Ep. 478.1). In his time in Constantinople 
Libanius had delivered an oration in her honour (Letter 
25.2). 
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~ ~ 8 \ .J.IQ ' ~ I ,
TOV 7T€7TaVa at TOil 'f0,..,01l ftS TOVTO KfKtllT}IITat. ft 

~I r\ 1\ 8 ~ 8 I \.J. I
Of, 0 p,a1\U1Ta 7T0 OVp'fll, 7Tpoa ftT}S Kat 'fallftT}S 

lfywlI p,fTa. T~S P,T}TPOS TO. 7Tat8{a, 8t7TA~1I tOPT~1I 
, I 3 ", ~'tl I 
fpyaa'll' • Kat OVK ay"ow p'fll OTt p'f 7TapOIITa 

XP~II TWII Tf tA7Tt'OWII KfKOtllWIIT}Kellat Ka~ TWII IIVII 

, \ 1 ,~" '" I.J. " 1
a7TOl\aVfW Kat TaVTa allTt TOV ypa'ffW a7TO aTO

\1 '\\' ",,, ~, 1 
p,aTOS I\fyfW' 0.1\1\ , W aptaTf, TT}S p'fll 7Tapotp,tas 
, I I , I:. 1 \, .J. 1\ , 
aKOVW aTftXftll astovaT}S 7Tapa TOVS 'ftI\OVS TOVS 

\ "'.J. 1\ , ,~, l' '''' I r
TT}I\OV 'ftI\OVS' TO KaKOII Of cp p,Ot TO awp,a 7TLf!:,f-

IlJ I \ I 1 I8'"
Tat, 7TfWfa at T'll 7TapOtp,tq. KWI\Vft. p,ta yap p,Ot 

I \ \\\ ~ 1 , \ ,.. , '" I 
aWTT}pta TO. 7TOl\l\a otaYfW f7Tt TT}S fVIIT}S, Ktll

~ ~ \ "~ '\' I r \ \ \ I
OVIIOS Of T}OT} Kat TO ayopa!:, ftll , Kat 7TOl\l\aKtS 
, ,.. ~ I:. IQ \ \ , \ 1 , '" \8 
£Kft Ofsap,fllOS 7Tpoa,..,OI\T}1I fl\aVIIOp,£1I0S a7TT}1\ 011. 

'\\' l' "I:. r", r "\\4 0.1\1\ OtS £sfaTW opq.s ws 8'. fova£ll al\l\ot Tf 

\ \ \ \ K\' 1 I \l' I
7TOI\I\Ot Kat 1\T}p,aT£OS, cp 7TallTa YfYOllas Tf Kat 

" r\ '" " 1 'r '" tl , I 8£a'll, os ToaOVTOII faTT} 7Tap T}P,W, oaoll fpfa at 

\ 8'" rt" \, \ ~~ 
Kat p,a £tll, 07TWS fXOt aot TO. 7Tpayp,aTa. y"OVS Ot" 

r" ,~", r '" ,.. r '" ,
WS ap,£tIlOIl OVO aVTOS T}YftTat TOts aVTOV 7TpaT

" '" /!: f ,.. '" T£tll fTt KaKWS. u. Ka~TOt TWII X£Lp,WVL KfXPT}
, r, '\\' tI , ,.. ,.. , \ r '" 

p'fIlWV allT}p, 0.1\1\ Op,WS fK TWII aWII fLS TO. aVTOV 

.J. 'r tl tl .J. \ , '" 
KOV'fL':IfTaL' OVTWS a7Taat KaTa'fVYT} p,La .i.;TpaT7J

1 roooOTov lcrrl1 Wolf(V Va S) roooOTov tl1r! F. (Vi D). 
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that they have been so inspired by the removal of 
their fear. Ifyou would add to that what we particu
larly desire, that you appear among us with your 
children and their mother, you will double our fes
tivities. 3. I am not unaware that I ought to be 
with you to have shared their hopes, to enjoy the 
present situation, and to utter this aloud, instead of 
putting it in writing. Yes, my dear sir, I know the 
proverb that says that far-off friends must visit 
friends, but the trouble that affects me physically 
prevents me obeying it. My own salvation is to 
spend most of my time abed. Even to go into town is 
a risky business, and I have often suffered attack 
there and retired in disorder. 4. But you see that 
all who call flock towards you-ClematiusC in partic
ular, to whom you have been and will be all in all. 
He was with us long enough to inquire and to learn 
how things are with you. Upon realizing that they 
are improving, he does not regard himself as. too 
badly off either. 5. Yet he is a man who has 
experienced some buffetings, but, for all that, he 
takes comfort for his own position from your own; 
the sole recourse for everyone lies in the preserva
tion of the household of Strategius. 

C Recently returned from another journey to court in 
Milan. 

407 




LIBANIUS 


'!In ! ,! '1' ! .,. '\\ I1• U xpovwv fKfLVWV, fV OtS 1To.VTo.Tj/LfV o.I\I\Tj

\ .... 8' 8 ! e .... ( .... , " I\OLS. VVV f tt.pKta/Lf a. 1TtKPWS, V/LfLS /LfV fXOV

, \ \ 1\ " 8' , ll' (.... l' I ( ....
TfS o.I\I\TjI\OVS, fYW f o.VI] V/LWV OWL 1TfP V/LfLS 

'-~ ! 2' 8'''A \ ,!,!,OoofVo.. • TOV f I\Kt/LOV o.KOVW TO. VfWV fV 

I \ '" , , '(P I '0
YTjPlf TOI\/Lo.V Ko.L 1TPOS TTjV W/LTjV 1TfT£a o.t 1Tfpt

III ,.... '" '" 8' ,UE'VTo. aot TOV TOV aVVE'tvo.t TOtS 1To.t o.pWLS 1TOVOV. 

'8' , ,I \ \ '" ! ,.... 'I ,3. av E' TO. TE' 0.1\1\0. 1TPlfoS TlS Ko.t TOVTO OLaE'tS OV 

Xo.AE'1TWS, t1TE'L Ko.t ~/L'iv TOV /L~ 'Yp&.~o.L 1TPOT£POV 
, ,I \ .... 

OVK E'axE'S Xo.l\E'1TWS:. 

1 TCfJ Jlf'YcAIfI before BaalAfUf V S Vind; after BaaIA(Uf Va. 

II BLZG 31 ff, 94. FIKr. No. 68. Petit, Etudiants 125 ff. 
The identity of this Basil, and that of Letter 70, has been 
much debated and is linked with the proolem of the 
authenticity of the whole collection of correspondence 
between Libanius and St. Basil the Great, which is repro
duced after the pseudepigraphae in Foerster Vol. xi, 
pp. 572-597. Seeck (BLZG 30-34) sought to prove that 
substantial elements of this collection in addition to these 
two letters were genuine. Laube (D~ litterarum Libanii et 
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19. To Basileiusa 

1. Ah, for those days when we were all in all to one 
another. Now we are sadly separated: you have 
each other, while I have none like you to take your 
place. 2. Alcimus,b I hear, has the venturesome
ness of youth in his old age, and takes flight for 
Rome, investing you with the task of teaching his 
urchins.c 3. But you are a good natured fellow, 
and you will not take this amiss either, for you 
didn't take it amiss that I have not written to you 
before. 

Basilii commercio, Diss. Breslau, 1913) denied any authen
ticity at all. Foerster (Prolegomena, VoL ix. 197 ff), though 
believing that Basil was indeed a pupil of Lib ani us, denied 
that this Basil could be St. Basil himself. Petit came to the 
very reasonable conclusion that this Basileios is indeed 
Basil the Great. Hence it is at least possible and at best 
very probable that Basil taught at Nicomedeia at this time 
and introduced students to Libanius in 361 CEtudiants 
126, notes 167-8). 

b Cf. Ep. 397. 
C This is the only evidence of Basil as a schoolteacher in 

Nicomedeia. Considering Basil's eminence in the tradition 
of the Eastern Church, it is difficult to interpret this as the 
invention of a forger. 
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20. 'AvaToAlw, 

8' ~ 8' \ 8 \' ,1. IIapfKa 1}/L1}V TqJ ftqJ Kat tfI\fyO/L1}V, Kat 
, \"8 ' \ \ " \,TtS f1TtCITas f WKfV f1TtCITOI\1}V fKfLVqJ, Kat TO 

8 8' (1\ , ',J,8 \' , t, \,o fV fl\Kft /LOV TW O'f' al\{LW 7TpOS aVTO, Kat TO 
", , ,J, , 2" '!', I , ,...

CIOV ovo/La f'f'aLVfTo. . 1}po/L1}v ow aVTOV' 7TOV 

8" "" 'If' '" t,f TO. 7TpOS f/Lf ypa/L/LaTa; VO/Lt~WV OVK av af fTf

pOtS yp&.~OVTa /LV~/L1}V ~pJ.iJv fL~ Aapiiv' b 8~ 
, ~",,J, " \ \ " 8 ' r ~ 7TOta f'f'1} ypa/LfLaTa ; CIOt yap fpXfTat t 1}/LWV 
'8' , 3 '8 / '!' rl \ I '!'ov fV. • fVf V/LOV/L1}V ow OTt 7Tl\aCI/La 1}V 

rf , ~ 't'" \1 '!' , " ,a7Tav fKfLVO Kat 0 aoS fPWS I\oyos 1}V, OVK fpWS. ft 

\ 8 \ ,J, \ (f " " 1\"yap 1} 'f'TJS OTt aVTOV OVK f7TtCITftl\as f7TaVCIa 
" I I ,,, \ \ \\'8 ,
fyW, TOVTqJ fLKVVftS aVTqJ TO fL1} 7TOI\W fV CIOt 

'8 \ 8 I '\ '!' t\ \\ / ,/\YfVfCI at TOV fOV. ft yap 1}V, 0 7TOl\l\aKLS fl\fyfS, 
\ I , , I ,,/ "8 ,J, 1\

7TOI\VS Tf Kat tCIXVPOS, OVK av 7TOTf fKLV1} 1} 'f'avl\TJ 
,J,I 4"" '!' " '" \ \7Tp0'f'aCIft. • vw ow avw 7ToTa/Lwv' av /LfV 

r ,..., \ 8\ ,,.. \. I , ,
V7TfPOpcfS, fyw f fpw. Kat /LfTa7TfaOVTOS oaTpa

,J, , , \ 8' t 8 ! , l 5KOV 'f'fVyftS, fyW f 0 tWKWV ft/L • . 7Tapa
n '" 8' \ \ \ \ ,.. \ '8 '" fJ,vuftTat f /Lf TO IUTa 7TOI\I\WV /LfV f vwv, 

7ToAAWV 8E 7T6AfWV, 7TAdCITWV 8E d.v8pdJ7TWV bPplCf
' \ t \,/ ! \ Q'" (,

CI8at. ft yap Ot f.LfV fvxovTat CIf l\al-'ftV 1}Vtoxov, 
\~' ',c'" , '8'\ '\\\ ..... \\ "L ....au v e~Oll apXftv OVK f fl\ftS', 0.1\1\0. fLal\I\OV TpV'f'av 

a Written in midsummer 356. Anatolius was at court in 
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20. To Anatoliusa 

1. I was sitting by my uncle's side conversing 
with him, when someone came up and handed him a 
letter. The offering attracted my eyes to itself, and 
your name was to be seen on it. 2. So I asked him, 
''Where is the letter for me?" For I believed it impos
sible, if you Wrote to others, that you would never 
have a thought for me. But replied he, "What letter? 
I have got nothing for you." 3. I began to think 
that all that was'mere make-believe, and that your 
love for me was words, and no love at all. You see, if 
you say that I, by not writing, have put an end to it, 
by this very fact you show that the god had no great 
hold over you.b Ifhe had, as you often used to claim, 
a good strong hold, he would never have been 
expelled on such a paltry pretext. 4. As it is now, 
everything is topsy-turvy:c you are the one to be 
finicky, I the Qne to love; and the case is altered:d 

you are the defendant, I the plaintiff. 5. My con
solation is that I am slighted in the company of 
many provinces, many cities, and a multitude of 
men: for if they pray to have you at the reins and 
you refuse, though you could be governor, preferring 

Milan at the time after refusing the City Prefecture of 
Rome. 

b Cf. Eurip. Hipp. 1. 
e Cf. Eurip. Med. 410 dvw 1TO'T6.~ lepwv xwpofx1L 1Tayal, and 

see Aeschylus fro 335 Radt. 
d Cf. Plat. Phaedr. 241b. The Greek metaphor, from 

dice, becomes proverbial; cf. Paroem. Gr. 1.285. 
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" '" \ ll'~ ".,. .... '" ~ ,1J 7TOVHV, Kat KauE'VOE'W 1J E'V 7TOtE'W, 7TWS OV 7TaVTa 
, 6 6 ~\\\ \ ~ \,...

p,LKpa aOL VE'V 'lLLaTaL; • al\l\a 'Yap ov Kal\WS 
" t , ~~, \ t 
E'OLKa P1JTOPE'VE'LV, E'L oVaXE'paLVWV aov T1JV V7TE'P
.1.' ~ ,J..' l' " 'r \ , ,..., \o'f'lrLV a'f wv E'aTaL p'E'L':;,WV 1\E''Yw' TOLOVTOV 'Yap TO 

,J.. , ~ \ , , 7 fl' .,.
'faaKE'tV E'tS aE' KE'X1JVE'Vat ToaOVTOVS. • tv ow 

\ ,... l' '8 ( ~,...~, l' 
P,1J TOVTO lJ, p,av avE' WS OV 7Taaw apE'aKE'LS. OLS 

\ ( ,... " \ \ ,J.. \ ,~ '" 
'Yap aL TWV al\l\wvavp,'f0paL 7TpoaooOL, Kav a7TOTE'

p,6vTeS aE' ~a'YotE'v av ~8'-ws, 9avp,aaTov 8! laws 
,~ , \ \ (\ , ,..."

OVOE'V. Kat 'Yap Ot I\VKOt p,LaOVat TOVS Kwas. 

21. ~Av8poV[KlJ! 

"H ,r" ,...., '" 1. 7Tat':;,E'tv E'OtKas E'V TOtS 'Ypap,p,aatv 1J TO 
,.. ') ,... '" " It' \ ,..

7Tav a'YVOE'LV, 7TPWTOV p'E'V, E't VOp,t':;,E'LS TOV aaVTOV 
'" ll' \', " ,~,8E'LOV UE'tOV Tt 7TpOS aE' 7TOt1JaE'tv' E'7TE'tTa, E'L ot 
r",I"\ r, \, , .... 
1Jp,as. E'p,ot 'Yap OVTOat xal\E'7TWTE'pOS 'YE''YOVE' TWV 

, r .... 2 \ ,... \ ,.. fl ~ , ,...
7Tap VP,W xaM7TWV Kat KaKWS oaa owaTat 7TOLE't • 
~, ~\ \\' '\ '" '~'rI8 " owaTat OE' 7TOl\l\a Kat 7TI\OVTE'L· TO 0 0 E'V, taTE'. 

" ~, \' \ ~ 6\ , \ '" \ ,2• E'axE' OE' 7TpOS E'f.LE' ovaK I\WS a7TO TOV P,1J 7Tapa 
'" '" l' , , '\ \ \ ,~, 

aov TVXE'tv WV E'7TE'TaTTE'V. E''YW p,ev 'Yap oVO 
rl , , ,J.. \ '" (~, rl , a \ \ 

OVTWS E'7Tavop,1JV 'ftI\WV, 0 0 OTL aE' P,1J p,E'TajJaI\WV 
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a life of luxury to one of labour, dozing to doing 
good, then obviously nothing means much to you. 
6. However, I feel that I am not putting my case at 
all well if, in my annoyance at your arrogance, I 
make statements which will cause it to increase, for 
that is implied in the assertion that so many people 
are agog for you. 7. So, to avoid this, be assured 
that you do not please everyone: those who batten 
on the misfortunes of others would gladly chop you 
up and eat you-and no wonder, perhaps. Wolves 
hate the hounds that hunt them.e 

e cr. Ep. 1365.3. 

21. To Andronicusa 

1. In your letter it seems that you are either jok
ing or else a complete ignoramus, in the first case if 
you think that your uncleb will treat you as an uncle 
should, in the second, if you think of it happening 
through me. He has become more of an enemy to me 
than all my enemies among you, and he does me all 
the harm in his power-and his power is great; 
so is his wealth, and you kn.ow the source of that. 
2. He conceived a grudge against me because he 
failed to get from you what he required. Even so, I 
did not stop feeling friendly to him, but because I 

a cr. Bouchery 85 ff. This letter answers Andronicus' 
reply to Letter 17. 

b Strategius. 
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, I .... "tJ ~ .... 3 ,~,,. 

€JLUI0W, JLtCf€tv CP"lrr'l JL€ O€tv. • CfV 0 €V Tt 

tJ ,., '" j" ,., \ I ,j" .... 
'1To.U€tV '1To.p €K€tvOV '::, "l1'WV I\VKOV '1T1'€po. '::, "l1'€tS • 

, , ,,., r0 l' t \1I " 
€'1T€t Ko.L VW 0 ~ €JLLCfTtOS, cP l' '1To.po.'1TI\"lCfLOV €t'1TOLS 

" l' ).tJ I '1\ ~ ItJ I rl 
o.v; OV 'f'U€yyoJL€VOV Ko.V .L.;Kvuo.t Y€VOtV1'O "lJL€POL, 

" '1' I~" "~ I~' ,
Tt JL€V OVK fL'1Tf, Tt Of OVK €Opo.Cff; '1TOLo.V Of OVK 

~A8f '1TfL80fiS b86v; 

"'~''''\\ I ,
1'CP 0 o.l\l\"lK1'OV 1'(: Ko.KOV 1'€ 

tJ '" ItJ tJ'tJI rl I
UVJLOV fVt Cf1'''lUfCfCft UfOL UfCfo.V ftvfKo. KOVP"lS, 

~ .... I "tJ I Q\ I "4• OOK€t yo.p JLOt '1TpOS 1'0 uvyo.1'ptOV ,.,M'1TWV Ko.t 1'0. 

I "j" rl ItJ r IKtvvpov JLtKpo. VOJLL'::, ftv , WCf1'€ '1To.V1'o.XOUfV o.P'1To.

j" '1\' I , \ IQ 'tJ \ 'tJI r , 
'::,€tv, Ko.V o.t1'''lCfo.S JL"l I\o.,.,r" €XUPOS fVUfWS 0 JL"l 

~, \ .... , " '\\' I tJ 5
OOVS Ko.t Ko.KWS OVK o.K"lKOfV, 0.1\1\0. '1Tf'1TOVUfV. • 
'1\ ,., \ l' , .... \.... \ 1\ '1\,., 
"l ow o.'1TOCf1'o.S WV o.L1'fL I\VCfOV 1'OV '1TOAfJLOV "l 1'WV 

Cfo.V1'OV Kpo.1'WV o.vexov TOt) '1ToAI.JLOv. 

C '\IIKOV 'lTT€pd-an impossibility. Compare Paroem. Gr. 
1.270. 

d Themistius had at last visited Antioch in late 356. 
Libanius had been unsuccessful in acting as mediator 
between Andronicus and his uncle; Themistius had had no 
more luck. 
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did not change my attitude and begin to hate you, 
he thought that he had to hate me. 3. If you look 
for any kindness from him, you are on a wild goose 
chase.c Now; for instance, Themistiusd-and what 
can you mention to bear comparison with him? 
When he speaks even the Scyths would be 
tamede-what has he left unsaid or undone? What 
avenue of persuasion has he left unexplored? "But 
into his heart the gods put anger harsh and intract
able on account of the maid."f 4. It seems to me 
that, in his regard for his daughter, he considers 
even the wealth of Cinyrasg a mere nothing, and in 
consequence he grabs from everywhere, and if he 
does not get what he asks for, the person who 
refuses him becomes his foe straightaway and is the 
recipient not just of harsh words but of harsh treat
ment. 5. So either give up what he asks for and 
cease campaigning or keep possession of what 
belongs to you and keep up the campaign. 

e Hints at the proverbial l:ICVOwv lpTffLla., but also at the 
contemporary identification ofScyths with Goths. 

fHom.Il. 9.636-7, but the 'maid' is Strategius' 
daughter, recently married, whom he wished to see richly 
endowed. 

g One of the proverbial millionaires of Greek literature; 
cf. Paroem. Gr. 1.449. 
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22. ~AlIaTo>..tw 
~ 

L 11KE"lI ~p,rll te ~lTa>..tas yp&'/Lp.aTa 87]AOVlITa 

OO¢U1'TOV TtvOS fnrOeVAOV ¢A7]lI&.¢OVs Kal 0011 
1\ \ ~ ,,...,, ~ ~ ~ ~, \ 

YE"I\WTa P.E"1I E"tS E"KE"tvOll, E"1TatvOll DC ftS E"p.E". Kat 
I ~ \ \, '.1. \ If 

1TapTJlIE"t 07] Ta ypap.p.aTa ypa'fE"tv OOt Kat 1I0P.t,::!E"tv 

, ~ ,... ,'\ {J'\ " 2' \ ~IallopwlI OE" E"tS E"p.E" MTtOTOll E"tvat. • E"yw DE" OE" 

cl1l8pwlI p.tll 8AWS E"illat {JeATtOTOll 1T&'Aat 8~ ~~¢01l 
'1I1 8 'f ~I \ ~ ~\" t. ,... \
E"fJE"P.7]lI, avp,a'::!w DE" OOV TO e1TE"to7] 7]pr:.aS, TOtS P.E"1I 
,/\\ l' III , ,...\ \ ~'>.' ..} ,..
al\I\OtS, TJ 1TPOOfJE"lI, E"1TtOTE"tl\at, 1TpOS O~ E"fk'" TOVTO 

~\ \ , 8\ ~,... 3''''' ~\ \
07] TO E"tW oS P.lf T7]p7]oat. • a1TOpWlI 07] TO 

,..... ,.., ') ,.., ') , r, \ 
1TPWTOll lIVV a1TOpWlI E"1Tavoap.7]lI· E"Vp7]KE"lIaL yap 

" III tIt,.. ,... .I."" \ 
otp.at, 1TOfJE"lI 7] Otr7]. 0PCfS TWlI 00'ftOTWlI TOVS 

\ \ '" ,..., ,..., ~ I ,
1TOI\I\OVS, OTall TtS TWlI aVTOtS E"1TtT7]OE"tWlI E"ts 

~ \ " \8 I tl \ \ '"' 1
apX7]lI E"tOE"1\ TJ TOtaVT7]lI, otall Kat OV lIVV, TPE"XOll

, \ " \ \1 '{J \ f
TaS 1Tapa 1'011 apXOllTa p.E"Ta I\oyov KaL al\allTtOV 

\ \ \ ~, \ ~\ ~ ~ I \ ~ ,
Kat 1'011 P.E"1I OE"LKlIVVTas, TO DE" otoOllTas Kat ot 
" \,.. 4 ,,~ ~ \ \ I
E"KE"tvOV 1T1\7]povvTaS. • E"oE"toas 07] p.7] yE"lIwp.at 

\ ,\ ,..., \,... , '"'\~\ 

KaL aVTOS TWlI E"TTL TOVTO TPE"XOllTWlI, Kat ota TOVTO 

~\ ".. '.1. ' I '.I. I I \ 1I
07] TOV ypa'fE"tv a1TE"OT7]S a'faLpovp.E"1I0S p.E" TO fJap

,.. \ ~ \ \'/ ~ '.1. 1\ I 
PE"tv. 1TpOS DE" Kat TJ0E"tS 0'fE"LI\WlI P.Ot XtTWlItOKOll, 
nt, \' n I ~ I~ ~\,~,... 
011 V7T<:GXOV p'f!l' fV \'JPlfKTJ, OE"OWKas DE" ovoap,ov. 

a A letter of congratulation to Anatolius upon his 
appointment in 357 as praetorian prefect of Illyricum, and 
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22. To Anatoliusa 

1. A letter has reached me from Italy informing 
me of some drivelling pseudo-sophistb and of your 
ridicule of him and praise of myself. And the letter 
reminded me to write to you and regard you as the 
best of people towards me. 2. My verdict has long 
been that you are absolutely the best of people, but I 
am surprised at you, that since taking office you 
have written to others as before but have not 
maintained this customary procedure with me. 
3. Though puzzled at first, I have now ceased to 
puzzle, for I believe I have found the reason for your 
silence. You see the usual run of sophists, when one 
of their friends attains such an office as your 
present one, trotting off to the governor with oration 
and purse, delivering their oration and proffering 
their purse and filling it with his help. 4. So you 
were afraid that I too would be one of those trotters 
to such an end, and thus you gave up writing, 
depriving me of any grounds for presumption. 
Besides, you knew that you owed me a jacket, which 
you promised me in Thracec and have never yet 

also to introduce the AIitiochene envoy Letoius. It is intro
duced (§§ 1-4) by a uKwp.P.a-a passage of jesting abuse 
appropriate to close friends. 

b A good example of Libanius' choice of comic diction, 
for which he was famous (cf. Eunap. V.S. 496). 

C That is in Constantinople, before Libanius' removal to 
Antioch. 
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~ 8' "8 ' ~I , ,TOVTO £VT£POV £ £UTaS fL1J (J£ 1JKWV ££(J1TpaTTO£f.U. 
\ , " , 't " ,

Kat 1TpOS TO fL£V£LV fL£ fLtav £vp£S avaYK1JV T1JV 

1 ,'\'" " '\1 I:. ' (J£W1T1JV. all.lI. £yw (JOV KaL TaVT1JV £I\£y~w T1JV 
1 ~, 1:.' \ , '!', 8 ,...

T£XV1JV· 1J~W yap. 5. TaVTt fL£v ow £v 1Ta£ Las 

8'1:.' 8' tf 8 " ('\ 8'1£f,'[J fL£P££· 1Tavv £ 1J(J "IV aKOV(Jas a 1TPO(J£ 0

" 8" ~ 1 \ 1 , ,...
KWV. 1JKOV(Ja £ £v .L.TpaT1JYLOV MYOVTOS aVTOV. 

r 1 ,,!, 1 ,...8'" 8 I:.£(J1T£pa fL£V "IV, 1TPO(J£t(JT1JK£LfL£V £ T'[J £~afL£v'[J. 
\\1 't r" 1 ,,..., 't , 

KaL 1I.0yos "IV TtS V1T£P apXOVTWV ap£T1JS, £v Cf? fL1J 

, , 't" ",.. 6"TO (JOV £LVa£ ovofLa OVK £V1JV. . ££1TOVTOS 8£' TOV 

" 1 8" 't ,...,.., I t\
TWV 1TapOVTWV fL1J £v fL£V £LVa£ TWV (JWV fLLKpOV, £v 

8' ,8' 1 , ,... "',1,. ,,... \ ,I 1 
£ Kat "I 1Tavv fL£ya, 1TOLOV £-r"lV TOVTO TO fL£ya; 

~ I 't'8" 1\ \ "',1,. , , ,...
.L.TpaT1]'Y£OS ow £V VS fL£II.II.WV, £-r1J, 1Tapa TOV 

\1 " '\\\' \' '8fJa(J£l\E'ws a1T££va£ fLfTa 1TOlI.lI.a KaL Kall.a 1TPO(Jf "1
~, 't Q \,... ,... '8 1 '8 ' '8'KfV OTt, W ,.,a(Jtll.fV, TWV a tKOWTWV ov fva ov fV 

'I:.' tl ,\\, '!\ ,... 8 l' 
a~twfLa pV(JfTaL, all.lI.a Kav TWV £Ka':l0VTWV TtS, 

'!\ ,... " ,... 8 I QI'
Kav TWV £1T£ TatS wafLf(Jt 1Tapa,.,atv'[J TOVS 

, "'1:. " ,.. 8 ' 7 ,.. ,vOfLovS, OVK av£~ofLat afL£I\E'£(J at. • TaVTa (Jf 

"'\ " '"' '8" '"' , , fLfV f:II.£Y£V a1TfLII.££V, TOV £ £1TatVftV Tf Kat f1TL

I \" \, '8 \ , " , '8 ,...
TPf1TfLV Kat (JOt TOV AOYOV £V VS fLS fPYOV £11. £LV. 

TWV yap Ttva (JTpaT1JYWV 8f£AOV YfvOfLfVOV 1TPOS 

, Q Q' 8 8·/ 8 8 ", ,TOVS ,.,ap,.,apovs f £(J at. • 1Tap fKftVOV fLfV 
') \ "if l I " _ 
£yw TaVTa 1JKOV(Ja 1T£VT£ 1TapOVTWV, 'ffap €jiOV 

8' '') 1 ,'8'~' '.1 '!'f OV ££s O(JTts OVK aK1JKOf, Kat KpoTOS "IV Kat. 
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given me. This was your second fear-that I would 
come and dun you for it, and the one means you 
found of getting me to stay here was silence. But 
this device' of yours too I will set at nought, for 
come I shall. 5. Well, so much by way of fun. d 

I was very pleased to hear what I expected. I heard 
it in Strategius' headquarters from his own lips. It 
was eveninge and we were standing near the bath, 
when a conversation arose about the excellence of 
governors, and there your name could not fail to 
appear. 6. One of those present remarked that 
though nothing you had done was on a small scale, 
there was one thing that was on a really grand 
scale. "What was this, then?" said 1. Strategius 
then straightaway said, "Just as he was going to 
leave the emperor's presence after making many a 
fine profession, his final remark was, 'Sire, rank 
will not rescue any wrongdoer. Even if it be a 
governor, civil or rriilitary, who transgresses the 
laws, I shall not suffer it to be ignored.'" 7. This 
was the threat he said you made, and the emperor 
gave approving consent, and your words were im
mediately translated into action, for one of the 
military commanders who showed cowardice against 
the barbarians was arrested. 8. There were five 
of us present when I heard him tell this story, but 
everybody has heard me repeat it: it was applauded 

d Plat. Resp. 4.424d. 
e A playful allusion to Dem. de Cor. 169: the receipt of 

the portentous news of the taking of Elatea. 
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,~\ l' , '" '" \ '" J.. I , J.. I
OVOftS 	fLXfV a/ITtaTftV. T1)S yap (1)S .,..vafWS f.,..at

\ " , \ ~\ tl" ,r
VfTO TO fPYOV. 9. fyW Of OVTWS fxatpOv, OVX WS 
\1 \ l' \ '" '\\' r '\ '!\ r
I\fyWV 'lTfpt WV av 'lTOtftS,. al\l\ WS aVTOS WV 0 

'" , \ \ \ \ \ , \ \1 " 
'lTOtWV, f'ITft Kat av 'lTfpt TOVS f/LOVS I\oyovs taOV 

I il '" ",r""", \
Tt 	'lTf'ITOV£JaS' aaVTOV TOVS f/LOVS 1)"1'0' OVKOVV Kat 

\ , \ J.. 1\ '" Iy " 10 ' TOVS f/LOVS .,..tI\OVS aaVTOV VO/Lt':,fW ftKOS. • ft 

e;:. \ '" t' "J..I\ A I l'01) TOVTO OVTWS fXft, .,..tI\OS aot 1)TOtoS OVTOS 

'" , '8' \ 1 " 1 \ 8\ITWV OtKftWV ov fV I\ftTT0/LfVOS fLS f/Lf, Twas f 
\ \il 1 , \ \ \ \ \ 1 

Kat 'lTapf/UJWV, f'ITft Kat TO Ta Kowa 'lTpaTTftV 

'J..' r I , il I 1\ , '" '\
a.,..ftS 1)avxtas f'ITtrJV/LtCf 'lTal\w aVTWV f/L1)V 

Xo.ptV 	 ilvO~~aTo TOU TOtS (/LOts 7fpo.Y/Laaw il'ITO 

,y "e;:. 1 	 '" 11 l'
/LfL':,OVOS T1)S iJVVa/Lfws aV/L/LaXftv. • OVTOS, 

" ", \" \ J.. ~ I , e;:.\ '" 
av /LfV f/LOt Tt xp1)aTov '0, Kat .,..atopOS, fV Of TOtS 

(I "'\ "'ill", "" IfTfpOLS Tep I\V'lTftauaL WI VLKCf. Kat Ta OVTa KOtVa 

I "\' ( I I .1,
/LOt KfKT1)Tat, Kav /L1) 'lTap 1)/Lfpav Tt 'lTf/LoraS 

Ao.~w, 8fLVa 'lTf'ITOVO~Vat ~1)al. 12. vtwv 8e SaOt 

1 8' '" ,\ '8''1'IT~V1)TfS, La TOVTOV OV 'IT~V1)TfS' Tas yap fV fLas 

'" 	 \ \ \ I ,/ '" '" TWV 'lTfpt TOVS l\oyOVS O'ITWS Tf /L1) aYV01)aft 'lTOtft 

Kal 8'ITws Avaft ~povTl'ft. 13. 'lTpfa~fVftV oe 
" I 'l/e;:. \' I '" Q \ '" OVK fyvWKWS, 1)01) yap fVTfTVX1)Kft Tep ,.,aatl\ft 
1\\ ill \ '0\1 \ il'" \, \

/LfI\I\WV (1)afw Ta I\v/Lma, TOV UftOV TOV f/LOV 

f BLZG 197 (i): principalis ofAntioch. 
g Cf. Ep. 550. Another example of such generosity by a 

private individual is that ofProcopius (Ep. 319). Anatolius 
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and none could disbelieve it, for the action was so 
obviously in keeping with your character. 9. My 
pleasure was not that of the narrator of your 
actions but ·of their actual performer, since you too 
have something of the same feeling towards my 
oratory, thinking it to belong to yourself. Thus it 
is natura1 for you to think that my friends too belong 
to yourself. 10. If this is the case, the bearer 
Letoiusf is your friend, since in his attitude 
towards me he is not outdone by my kinsfolk, and 
he even surpasses some. Mter giving up his civic 
duties in his desire for retirement, he has once 
again resumed them for my sake' so as to support me 
from his position of higher influence. 11. If 
things go well with me, he is even radiant; if they do 
not, he outdoes me in his chagrin. His possessions 
are at my disposal: if I do not send and take some 
every day, he says that he is aggrieved. 12. Be
cause of him any poor students are no longer poor. 
He ensures that he is not ignorant of the needs of 
those engaged in study, and concerns himself to 
resolve them.g 13. Although he had made up 
his mind not to act as our ambassador, since he had 
already had audience with the emperor just before 
he presented the Olympia, h he relieved my uncle of 

himself, as prefect, makes a grant of 100 solidi to Optatus, 
which Libanius complains is too little. 

h He had shared in the presentation of the Olympia of 
356, an expenditure, which is employed as commendation 
for him in Epp. 556-9. 
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'\\1 .... 1 \ 1 r 1 4 'f 

aVTqJ Gup,p,axovs TOVS fV TfML, TaVTa TOUTqJ OOS 

a71'al\I\aTTooV TaU 71'0VOU TOV 71'OVOV U71'fGT1]. 1 . OLS 

'lI av l' ow " fXP1]GW 171'paYfLaGLV r \V71'fP " fKfLVOV '" 71'0LooV 
, .... 1 " 1\ .... I~' 

" r 'lI l' , - 1 C. ,_ r '" 
aYfLV' oos, av aUTOS fKfL 71'pa':.'lI KaTa vow, 1]fLLV 
, II I~ 1 ).. '" rIc. 
fVOaOf fLfya ,/"POVfLV V71'ap':.ft. 

i An embassy to court entailed considerable personal 
expense and inconvenience for the envoy. The embassy 

23. Mvy80vtqJ 

'1 ~ I t, ).. \ '"11. GOV Tt 71'f71'0t1]Kf ..&.71'fKTaTOS OTt ftf 't'tl\ftS 
, 1\ t' , \ , \ ,'\ 1 \ \ 
f71'LC1Tftl\as, WC171'fP fL 71'pOS ffLf fMyfS. C1V yap
'All 1 I 2 \ 1 , \ I , , \ \ 

01]V1]C1t Tf Ta YOVfooV f71'1\1]pOOC1as E'LS E'fLf Kat 

~ \ '" 3 .... 4 1 . 'll I \, \ 5 
ota TOVTO 71'pooTOV fLOVqJ foapp1]Ga Got p,al\tC1Ta, 
, ~, 6~.... , Bll ,\ \ , 
f71'E'to1] Tf ot1]YOV fV wwta TOV GK1]71'TOV fKftVOV . . 
')" I \ ...., ,Q \.... , \ t::I.' , I 
E'K't'VyooV, C1V TOtS E'Kl-'aI\OVC1LV E'71't ~pq.K1]S E'ftaxov 

I , I \\ .... r \ ,.., ~ I a""/Lovas Ell fL£C1qJ 71'Ol\I\OOV V71'f.p TooVotKatooV I-'0oov. 

1 ~AfYfS F, conj. Re. ~AfYf Wolf(Mss.). 
2 Tf Wolf(MssJ yf F. 
3 After TOVTO, edd. insertp.Ev (Va Vo S): om. V. 
4 7TpWTOV F 7TpWrCf Wolf, Re. (VVo S). 
5 (Iol, P.o.AC(ITI1. <8(>, F. 
6 t7TfCm] Tf V t7Tfca~, <lTf edd. (Va Vo S). 
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the task and took it upon his own shoulders.i 14. 
So grant him the privilege of enjoying the same 
treatment as you would have accorded my uncle by 
securing him .the support of influential officials, for 
if he completes his business there to his liking, it 
will give me here cause for great satisfaction. 

was to go to Rome to congratulate Constantius upon his 
Vicennalia and his visit to the capital. 

23. To Mygdoniusa 

1. Spectatus, by writing of your friendship for 
me, has affected me almost as though you addressed 
me yourself. For at Athensb you it was who behaved 
like a father to me, and for this reason first you were 
the only one I especially trusted, and when I was liv
ing in Bithynia after escaping that bitter blow, you 
were the only one in Thrace to take issue with my 
persecutors by publicly proclaiming the cause of 

a BLZG 219, PLRE 614: a courtier oflong standing and 
much influence as castrensis sacri palatii. 

b From 336 to 340; cf. Or. 1.16-25. 
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2. &aTf; a£ Kat NtKOK'\~S ~K 'T~S b7T€P ~pli.)V 
, 8' , , ,/.. 1\ '" \' 1 , 8 \ 
av ptas £7T0t."aa'T0 'f'tI\OV /Ltawv /L£V £/Lf:., 'TO'T£ £ 

\ 8 I' , "8 , II II
a£ aU/Laaas O'TL /L£ OU 7TpOU WKas 07TWS £K£LVCf 

, \ 8 \ \ I' '\',", \ '" 
xaptaato. Kat ." Kat 07£ 7TpOS 'TOV aypov £7T1\£L7£, 

' , \ '" , 6 ' 6 X \ 8'Ka'TL8wv /L£ £7TL 'T."S ."t vos ou 71' ppw al\K." ovos 
\' , , " l' (' , J1'

K£I\£Uaas 'TOV vau'T."v £X£LV OU7T£P £La'T."K£LV, £KfJaS 
,, IY' N \' ('" " '" \,

."a7Ta':JOU LKOKI\£OUS OpWV'TOS 0.71'0 'TOU 7T1\0LOU. 

,. 8 "" I , '" ,3. 'Tl ow aU/Laa'TOV £L Cf 7T£7TpaK'Tat £K£tVa, 'TOV 

" ('M' '8 8 t. 'Y' ' apLa'TOV OU'TOaL ouawvLOV 7T£L £L 'TL O{la':J£LV 7T£pL I
;
I~/LWV (i/L£tVOV; /LL/LV yap 'TWV 8po/L€wV 'TOVs d.ya

8 '"'' WV a£t '8'£U7£pa fJM'TLW. . '8ous, 'To. Q\/4 7Tpoa £s 

8 ' , ,.... I I \,...,...., I 
." KaL 'TOLS 'TO'T£ 7T0VOLS KaL 'TOLS vw £7Tat I 

, , A' 'IJ' t'\VOLS 'T."V £LS .,,'TOLOV 'TOU'TOVL 7TporJU/Ltav, os 
" ,/..\ ",fj \' ',/..' ,£XWV 'f'LI\O'TL/L£LarJaL KaL yE'VOUS £7TL'f'aVE'Lf!: Kat 

\ '" \ I ''''8' 8 \'I\£L'TOUpytWV l\a/L7TpO'T.,,'TL Kat 'TCf waa at l\£y£tV 

c In 342, after teaching in Constantinople for two years, 
Libanius was expelled by the proconsul Limenius (EKElvCf 
§2), on the occasion of rioting, for which see Or. 1.44-7; 
T. D. Barnes, "Himerius and the Fourth Century," Classi
cal Philology 82 (1982): 206. By ignoring the conflict at the 
time between Christian groups, Libanius makes this solely 
a matter of sophistic rivalries and suggests that the puni. 
tive action taken by the authorities after these riots was 
action in support of himself. Eunapius (V.S. 495) also I 
speaks of allegations of pederasty levelled at him. 
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justice.c 2. Hence even Nicoc1esd became your 
friend in consequence of your courageous stand on 
my behalf, since for all his dislike of me he then felt 
admiration for you because you did not betray me to 
oblige that fellow. Indeed, when you were sailing to 
your estate, you saw me on the beach not far from 
Chalcedon and bade your boatman to stay where he 
was, and you disembarked and embraced me, with 
Nicocles looking on from the boat. 3. So what 
wonder then that, when such a man has behaved so, 
he induces the excellent Musoniuse to entertain 
some kindlier feeling towards me? You are like a 
good runner whose second lap is always the better 
one.f 4. Now, cap your previous efforts and your 
present commendations by supporting the bearer 
Letoius.g He can pride himself upon illustrious fam
ily, the magnificence of his public services and his 
oratorical ability, but he would rather be thought 

d Nicocles (BLZG 221, PLRE 630) had originally invited 
Libanius to join him in Constantinople (Or. 1.31) but had 
fallen out with him and was one of the opposing cabal in 
342. Afterwards they became reconciled. The meeting 
here related occurred when Libanius had become esta
blished as sophist in Nicomedeia. 

e BLZG 218 (i), PLRE 612 (1): magister officiorum. As 
such, one of his duties was arranging the reception of 
embassies-hence the plea for Letoius (Ep. 558). 

fFor the proverb cf. Plat. Legg. 4.723d; Paroem. Gr. 
LS2. Libanius here transfers it from its origin, in 
sacrifices, to athletics. 

g Cf. Letter 22.10. 
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~OVAOtT' ctv d1TO Tp(J'lTWV ~ 6JV fl1Tov flva£ 

'" 5 '" 'I , / /TtS 8OKftv. . TOVTOV OVTf fVTVXta 1TW1TOTf 

'''' '8 \/ "I I:. E' If1TTJpfV fV VC1KOl\tq. Tf OVK f1TTTJfOfV Vpt'1Tt

/ ,/..1\ 8' '" r '" ,/8OV [.Lf[.LVTJ[.LfVOS. 't'LI\OS f TotOVTOS 01TO£OS Kat C1V, 

{j"" '\\ 8 t. / \' ,'\\ ~'r "" 
lJaTTOV av fr:.a[.LfVOS TfAfVT1]V TJ KaKOS fLS fTatpov 

/ {j "" 8' , , '\ \' 'fl ,
YfVfC1lJat, TOVTO TJ TO C10V, 0.1\1\0. [.LTJV TJ yf 1TpOS 

" 8 ' /" ,'\\ /1 1 /
f[.Lf C11TOV TJ TOC1aVTTJ WC1Tf OVK av [.Lft':lW ':ITJTTJC1aLS. 

" 8' , "8' "'" a \ {j I6. fXW f TOV av po. aVTfV1TOtftV, ft fJOVI\1]lJft1]S. 

1 ", / 1 "'MTOVT't' Tf yap aVTt 1TaVTWV, ft OVC1WVLOS aVTOV 

fU[.LfVWS '£'80L, C10£ Tf ~Kiivov KaTaC1T~C1at TOtOVTOV 

r... r / {j 1 8 ' fl , fl
pq.C1TOV a1TaVTWV. [.LalJfTw TJ OTt, 1Tap OC1WV 

'1 / ... 1\ ",1
KO[.Lt':lfL ypa[.L[.LaTa, TaVTa [.Lal\tC1Ta aVTOV WVTJC1fV 

a1Tap' ~[.LWv TWV ~V Tip Tp£~WVt ¢~Pft. 

24. 'AptC1Tatvh't' 

1. Tov rl[.Lfplov [.L~v viOv, ~w1T6.TpOV 8~ &8fA¢t

8 '" '1 a\ 1 1 , '8' ,8~ r ow, a[.LfJl\tX't' t O[.LWVV[.LOV, f[.LOV f Kat C1Vy

"" ''/''['\'' '(j' r "" \ "" ,/..1\yfVTJ Kat 't' I\OV fXWV fVIJVS TJYOV Kat C1aVTOV 't'tI\OV 

Kat [.L~ KaTd ppaxv C1VYKfp6.VVV Tip VfaV£C1Klf C1av

1 '\\'" '" 1 " , ,..TOV, 0.1\1\ f'1Tt TOLS ypa[.L[.LaC1LV ava1TfTaC10V aVT't' 
1 '/ , ... r\ 1 1 , 

1TaVTa TO. 1Tpay[.LaTa [.L1] TV TJl\tKLq. KptVWV TOV 

TplJ'lTOV, d1TO 8~ TOt) Tp61TOV TOV v~ov TL8€LS ds 
1 ?, , ,/.. \,.. ", r 

yfpovTas. 2. OVTOS f[.Lf 't'tl\fL [.LfV WC11TfP TJ 

426 



LETTERS 


somebody not so much for these qualifications as for 
his personal character. 5. Prosperity has never 
made him arrogant, nor does he hark back to 
Euripidesh arid cower down in disappointment. He 
is such a friend as you are yourself, one who would 
sooner die than be disloyal to a friend-your own 
attitude precisely-and besides his enthusiastic 
support of me is such that you would never find 
surpassed. 6. I can make some return for his 
kindness, should you consent. He regards it as all
important that Musonius should look kindly upon 
him. For you it is the easiest thing of all to induce 
that frame of mind. Let him then learn, that of all 
the letters he delivers, those he takes from us wear
ers of the scholastic gown are most to his advantage. 

h Cf. Pluto Consolo adApoll. 4 (Mor. p.l02 F). Eurip. fro 
963N. 

24. To Aristaenetus 

1. The son of Himerius, nephew of Sopater, 
namesake of Iamblichus, a my kinsman and friend 
both, regard as your friend too at first meeting. Do 
not unite yourself with the lad by degrees, but after 
my letter display everything to him: do not judge 
his conduct by his age, but from his conduct class 
the youth among the aged. 2. He loves me like a 

a BLZa 184, PLRE 451 (2). A Cameron, "Iamblichus at 
Athens," Athenaeum 35 (1957); 143-53. This is one of a 
batch of nine letters of commendation for Iamblichus to 
various addresses on his way to and at court. 
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I " <;:- \ rl U,/. Q '" <;:- \ (/L7]7"'1P, aLO)(.W€Tat O€ Wa1T€p VLOS, 'f0,.,€tTaL O€ WS 
~ , I \ <;:- \ 1 "'" '" 'ra'll OLK€T7]S. TO O€ /LtYLaTov TWV €V av7'lp, VO/L"~WV 

\ I " " "'" '3'T7]V /L€ytaT7]V avaYK7]V €LS ap€T7]S aaK7]aw €WaL 
\ '" <;:-11; '~'!'T '8 "'\\ ~8€OVS 7'L/LWV O€},aLT a'll IPOS y€v€a at /Lal\l\ov 7] 

\ '" K I 3 \ I <;:-\/L7] 7'L/LWV wvpas. . KI\7]pOVO/L7]aas O€ 

I " \ ,/. 1\ \' "',/. 1\1TaTplf}as ovaLas Kat 'fLI\WV TO /L€V TWV 'fLI\WJI 
"I; 1 , <;:-\" I " 1;1 , \ \ , 

7]v&7]a€ /LtpOS, TO De €K€W7]S OVK 7]},LWa€V, al\l\ 
, '" E' !<::- \ I ",,, '3'€1TaWWV VPL1TLD7]V MYOVTa vow €XOVTOS €WaL 

~l'\ov 1Tplaa8aL XP7]/LllTWV 11'0'\'\&)'11 aa~~, TOVTO TO 
'" I '\ I "'" 4' 1KT7]/La KTW/L€VOS aVaI\LaK€LTWV OVTWV. . aKOV

<;:-, 1 \ , \ ( \ '" ',/.' t', <;:-\ \ 1 
aas O€ TtS /L€V aVTOV 0 KaI\WV, € 'f 0 O€ Kal\ov/L€vOS 

{ " 8 1 \ ' '''\ \T 'ilL yVW/Lll 1T0p€V€TaL, av~all /L€V aVTOV TO /L7] 
1 \ '" , 1 <;:-\ \ ,/.1 l'8aV/LaaaL 11'I\OVTOV, €1TaLVtall O€ T7]V a0'fLav, II 

" <;:-,/. I t', \ Ir \ I I
1T€LpaTaL OLa'f€vy€tV a /L7] VO/LL':I€L Kal\a, /LaKapwv 
<;:-\ (I '" \ \ 8 '" / 5 I; I
O€ 7]Y7]all T7]S 1T€pt Ta €ta Kpta€WS. . &€vtaas 
'3', I,/.I \ 1;1 , '" 

ow T7]V y€vvatav 'fvaw Kat aw€v},a/L€VOS aVTlf} 
\ 8'" 1 "'I \ 1 '" \ \ <;:- \ , ,I\V 7]vat 1T€/L1T€ €1T Tal\tas, /Lal\l\ov O€ €1Tt 

Lvplas. 
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mother, reverences me like a son and fears me like a 
slave. His foremost characteristic is that he regards 
the gods as the chief impulsion towards the practice 
ofvirtue,b and would prefer to honour them and be a 
beggar rather than dishonour them and become a 
millionaire.c 3. As the heir to his father's for
tunes and friends, he has increased his inheritance 
as far as friends are concerned, but has not deigned 
to do so as regards his fortune: instead, he com
mends the dictum of Euripides, that a sensible man 
buys a trusty friend at much cost,d and on the 
acquisition of this prize he expends his all. 4. On 
hearing who it is that summons him, the purpose for 
which he is summoned, and the reactions with 
which he sets out, you will admire him for his lack of 
interest in riches, commend him for the wisdom 
with which he tries to avoid what he thinks ignoble, 
and account him blessed for his attitude towards 
religion. 5. So entertain this noble spirit, join him 
in praying for his release, and send him on his way 
to Italy-or better still, Syria. e 

b Cf. Ep. 578.5. 
C Cf. Or. 18.140, Letter 60. Irus is the beggar of the 

Odyssey, Cinyras one of the proverbial miilionaires as in 
Letter 21.4. 

d Eurip. Or. 1155 f, a favourite quotation of Libanius. 
e That is, back home to Apamea, where his family was 

of high curial status, It seems that he '.'las at this time 
being considered for office, a plan which proved abortive. 
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25. 'AptCITatv17'CJ,;J 

1. Erxov ,.dv
1 

(Jf: lMYXf:tv tKf:tVWS l7Tf:CITaA-
I "" \\ I \ a'"' ,\\, , ,

KOTa Kat OV TO P:'l 7TOl\l\aKtS I\a""f:tv, al\l\a TO fLTJ 
, " fl 8' , 1\ , '"' 

fLaKpas aLTtWfLf:VOV' tva f: W'l 7TOI\f:fLOS f:K fLLKpOV 

CI7Ttv8~pos h.~6fi Kat PO,AAWfLf:V dAA~AOVS yPo'fLf.W.
, , '"' I , \ '"' 88/11 , ,

CItV aVTt TOV Tf:P7Tf:tv f:7TtCITOI\atS, f: O(JUW CIf: fLf:V 

'"' , '"' A 8' , '8' , ....'llTtfLav Ta TTJS aKf: aLfLovos, f:fLf: f: OVK opUWS 
, \'" " " ,r I
f:YKal\f:tv. Kat VtKa TTJV VtKTJV TaVTTJV TJTTTJfLf:VWV 
r '"' r , 2 a a \ I 8' f/ ,r,
TJfLWV f:KOVTWV. .' ""L""I\La f: OTt fLf:V V7Tf:(JXOV 

'" '" fl 8' '''8 ' fLOL, f:fLOV avafLvTJCIat, OTt f: OVK f: WKas, (JOV 
, '"' tl " .... M ,\ !\ , ,

f:t7Tf:tv. OTf: yap f:V Tl/ f:yal\l/ 7TOMt TTJV VOCIOV 
, 1\ 8 J.. ' , 1 1 \1

TTJV fLf:yal\TJv ta't'vywv aVf:ytvWCIKOV CIOt I\oyov, 
" .... ~ 1 II 1 a a\ 1
f:7TatVOV TTJS ~TpaTTJYtoV uvyaTpos, ""t""l\tOV Tt 

\' "\\ "ll 1
7Tal\atoV f:LS Kal\l\OS Yf:ypafLfLf:VOV f:UaVfLaCIafLf:V 

'8 ' '8 r l'\Ill 1\\t OVTf:S Kat tf:l\f:xuTJfLf:V WS "IV 7TOTf: Kal\l\OS ypafL-

I .... 8' ,,, 3' 8 ' 8 ' ,fLaTWV, vvv f: OVK f:CITtV. • f:vt wv "I fLOt CIV 

'" "ll I " "J.. \\"TWV TOtOVTWV f:7TLUVfLtav f:Xf:tv f:'t'TJS 7TOl\l\a Kat 

1 dxov plv F., conj. Re, ftXOP,(J) Wolf(Mss.). 

a This follows up comments about the length or short
ness of letters exchanged between Aristaenetus and 
Libanius, as reported in Ep, 561. Excess in either direc
tion was regarded as a fault by the Greek literary critics 
(e.g., Gregory Nazianzen, Letter to Nicobulus 1, Demetrius, 
On Style 228, in Hercher, Epistolographi Graeci pp. 15, 
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25. To Aristaenetus 
1. I could censure you for writing in those terms 

and for complaining not that you receive infrequent 
letters but short ones.a But lest the blaze of war 
should be kindled from a little sparkb and we pelt 
each other with our writings instead of enjoying our 
letters, let it be conceded that you respect the Spar
tan modele and that my censures are without foun
dation. I give you best in this, for I am a willing 
loser. 2. As for the promise of books which you 
made me, it is up to me to remind you of it, and to 
you to confess that you have failed to provide them. 
When I fled the great plague in the capital,dI was 
reading you a speech, a panegyric on Strategius' 
daughter,e and we both looked in admiration at an 
old book written in a fine hand; in conversation we 
remarked that there used to be fine hands in the 
past but not now. 3. When you saw me so 
enthusiastic for such things you told me that you 
had plenty, got from your grandfather,f and you said 

13). Libanius in the same letter (§ 7) had also requested 
books of classical authors already promised by Aris
taenetus (§ 2 below). 

b Aristoph. Peace 608 ff. 
C /JpaxvAoyia AaJ<wlltid] (Plat. Protag. 343b) was proverbial. 
d In 350 and 351 Libanius made two return visits to 

Nicomedeia. This was the first; cf. Or. 1.77. 
e Cf. Letter 21.3. 
f On this passage cf. Norman, JHS 80 (1960) 124. 

431 



LIBANIUS 


'" ,... \, ,/ ", N ' KT"7fLa 7Ta7T7TC{>0V KaL 7Te.fL~'JEtv a7TO T"7S tKaLaS. 
l' , m 1\ I 'All II tEtTa EYe.VOV ",ML7T7TOS V7TUIXVOVfLEVOS lJ"7vaLOtS. 

" , , t, t", "\\ 1'1l ~'" 
Kat aypovs fLEV V7TEP "7fLWV al\I\OtS OUJlJa oovvaL, 
a a\ I ~'t '" , l' II 4'~ \ f ~ f , \'fJLfJI\La oe. "7fLtv OVK Otc1lJa. . ota n 0"7; /\EyotS 
v '!\ , "'8 'm1\' . \ , '" av. "7 KaVTav a TOV ",tl\L7T7TOV fLot KaLpos e.t7TEtv· 

, , ~ ~ 'A f a a \ I '" .1.. \OV OWWCitV ' tfpU1TaLVETOS fJLfJI\La TOLS 'fLI\OLS, tva 

fL~ 8LafiA"78fi 7TPOS 'rovs t'EAA"7vas;' 7Tc!Atv 8~ aOL 
\ 1 '" t '!\ , f .1. " , \ '.1.I\e.yw TaVTa, ws, av fL"7 7Te.fLorns £Ke.tvWV, ov I\"7orn 

1 , l' \' '" t 1 \ I " TOVTWV, EV OLS Kat aVTOLS EVP"7ae.LS 7TOl\Lav. OV yap
\ , '1 1\ , I , \ I , tl

KaTa TOV Me.WV EK YEPOVTOS (yw VEOS' OVX OVTW . 
.I.. '"' \ t IfLot 'favI\OV Ot VOfLOt. 

g Although Aristaenetus normally resided in Nicome
deia, his family home was at Nicaea. 

26. 'ApLaTatvETO( 

X I '8 I \ tf ft '"1. apts yE aot 7Tpoa e.VTL TO OTt VYLavas TO( 
tl , I ''''' 1\OTt "7PpwaT"7aas Kat TOtS ye. fL"7 7TpoaaYYEtl\aatv 
t,... t f , {jl I " ,.... ....
"7fLtv, "7VLKa "7aoe.VEtS, xapLS' aVEV yap T"7S TOV 

'"' \ 1 , \ \ ~ " '!\ '.a \ 1KaKov I\vae.ws aVTo TO ovaXEpES OVK av EfJOVI\O/L"7V 
,~ I 2,f ~\'f" .... , I

e.WEVat. • EXW OE OVT a7TLantv fL"7 TavT"7v 
l' .... .... '.I.. ,,, 1', I

EtvaL TV aty'!l 7Tp0'faatv OVT av 7Tavv 7TtaTe.ve.tv. 
, , \ t \1 .... '" ", ,

TO /Le.v yap ° I\EyWV 7Tot£t' 7TWS yap Eanv a7TL
.... 'A I \~, I"AaTe.tv ptaTaLvETC{>; 7Tal\tv OE 7TLanvEtv pLaTaL
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that you would send them from Nicaea.g Then you 
turned into a Philip with his promises to the 
Athenians.h You are capable of giving estates to 
other people 'on my account, but books to me no! 
4. "Oh! How's that?" you may ask. Here too have I 
not occasion to compare you with Philip? "Aristae
netus refuses books to his friends to avoid unpopu
larity among the Greeks."i Well, I repeat: unless you 
send me some of them, you will get none of mine
and you will find a venerable antiquity in them too. I 
am not like Iolaus, changing my age for youth. j The 
laws of nature are not of such little moment for me. 

h Dem. Phil. 2.23. 
i [Dem.] 7.35. 
j Iolaus was granted youth by Hebe, but this decision 

was rescinded; Ovid, Met. 9.398-431. 

26. To Aristaenetus 

1. I am grateful to you for adding to the news of 
your illness the postscript that you had recovered, 
and grateful too to the people who did not give me 
the news when you were ill. I would not have liked 
to know of the actual ailment without knowing of its 
cure. 2. I cannot disbelieve that this was the 
reason for your silence, but cannot believe it com
pletely, either. Scepticism is dispelled by the 
thought that it is impossible to disbelieve Aris
taenetus, but I am restrained from belief by the 
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, \, , ~ "~\1I' 
VE'TOV KWI\VE'L ypa/L/LaTa ~TpaTT)YU.J! /LE'V E'1\110VTa, 

~ lI' ~'r '"' r ,~, \ '" fl '!' ~,
OOI1E'VTa 0E' T)/LLV V7T E'KE'LVOV YE'I\WVTOS a/La OLS OT) 

' ''' I ./, r,/ ! ~,
TL KaL (JKW/L/La 7TapE'ypa'f'as, WS apa TpLTOS E'yw 

,l.1I I '" I 3 I ~ '" I
'f110VOLT)V T'fJ 7TpWT'fJ. • Kat /LOt OOKE'LTE' (JV TE' 
' ''' ~ , t\ '" ,., ~ I 1 ~,

KaKE'LVOS, ot OV 7TPWTOS /LE'V .oUK E'yE'VOV, /LE'VE'tS OE' 

~ ~ I " '/\ 8 ,/ '" ~ I
E'V OE'VTE'POLS, OV yap /LE' E'l\a E'S OV7TW TWV OE'vnpWV 

~ ,Q' \ I '" ~ I '1 ~'" \ ,r
E'K,.,as, 7Tl\E'tW TOV OE'OVTOS 7TaL~E'LV. oT)I\OV yap WS 

t/ " "'" ~ I ./, ' ''' , '"' 07TE'P E'yw 7TpOS E'KE'tVOV a7TE'ppt'f'a, (JOt TOVTO E'KE't

~I 46 ,1"/,
VOS E'/LT)vv(JE'. • 7Tp TE'pOV /LE'V ow T)KOVOV (JE' 

1\\ ~ '" I ,\\ '" l' r 
/LE'I\I\E'LV E'KfL(JE' TPE'XE'LV, Kat 7TOI\V TOVTO T)V, WS 

1\ \ "'~' ~ I " ~ 1/LE'I\I\E'LS, VW 0 aKOVW (JOt TO /LE'VE'LV apE'(JKE'LV. 

~~ I l' 1 1 ~ 1 .L ~5• E'OOKE'LS ow /LOt TOTE' /LE'V, E'tpT)(JE'Tat yup, E'K7TE'

\' '" '" ~,~ 1 ~ I
7T1\E'VKE'VaL (JaVTOV, vw OE' E'7TaVT)KE'LV E'LS (JaVTOV. 

~ ,~ 1 ~ 1 ,I..L' 6 
ov yap ev TO(JaVTatS apXOVTWV Vt'fU(Jt (JE' /L VOV 

~~ 1 ~ 6 ~ \ \ , ~ '" ,/ l:. ,'!' '"' 
toLWTE'VE'LV OE'LV v, al\l\ E't vw ap!;;, E'ts, E'V 'fJ TO(JOV

'"' ,~ 1 6 ~\6'" , l'TOt, TOVTO OVK aVE'KTOV. • E'I\ E'LV /LE'V ow (JE' 

, ,1.1\ ~ , " '"' ,/\\ ,1.1\
7Tapa 'ftI\OV, E't Kat /LT) /LE'TpLOV TOVTO al\l\'fJ 't'tl\'fJ, 

a In Ep. 316.3-5 Libanius had paid an elaborate com
pliment to Acacius, that he was the best orator of the 
Greeks. Acacius had passed this on to Aristaenetus, a 
mutual friend. He in turn joked of it to the praetorian pre
fect Strategius, yet another mutual friend. 

b Acacius: BLZG 43 (iii), PLRE 6 (7), of Cilicia, 
corresponding until 365 at least. 
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letter of Aristaenetus which arrived for Strategius 
and which he handed over to me laughing at the 
joke in the postscript, that 1 am an also-ran and 
would envy the winner. a 3. Now both you and 
heb-because of him you still are not the winner, 
only lying second: it has not escaped me that you 
have not come out in front yet-you both seem to be 
making more than enough of the joke, for clearly he 
has told you ofthe remark I made to him. 4. Now 
previously I heard that you were intending to go 
there,C and all the ~alk was about this intention, but 
now I hear that you are content to stay where you 
are. 5. Well, frankly, it seemed to me that at that 
time you had gone on the wrong tackd but now you 
are back on course. There is no harm done if, in all 
these showers of governmental appointments,e you 
alone remain an ordinary citizen, but for you now to 
become a governor when such a host of others do so 
is intolerable. 6. So there is some point in your 
visiting a friend, even if it is not particularly pleas

e Anatolius, praetorian prefect of Illyricum, in 357 
invited Aristaenetus to become his assessor, an offer which 
was after hesitation refused. In 358 he got his advance
ment to the newly created vicariate of Pietas, which meant 
that he did not have to leave home. 

d Cf. Herod. 3.155. To take leave of one's senses. 
e In 357/8 all prefectural and palace departments were 

being reorganized, so that Anatoliu8 was able to offer this 
post to Aristaenetus. It would be undignified for a provin
cial dignitary like him to agree to take part in this scram
ble for the security of an official post. 
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'" '1'\1l" 'll, 8'1Tap ov OVK TJI\U€S, €X€t TL GXTJ/LaTOS, Y€V€Guat € 

8" \ , '" tl Nl ' \, ,G€ TJI\OV apXTJS €tV€Ka KataV €Kl\t1TOVTa OVK 

" '8' ,,,, Q\I ",
tGOV. t OV, 1TOTafLWv avw. GV/LJJOVMVW /L€V €yw, 

, 8' "I '1" II ,GV € a 1TpaTTWV a/L€t.J.IWV €Gll, /LavuaV€tS. 

A 18 'tf (" \ I " I1. U€ €LKTat /L€V a1Tas 0 I\oyos Kat TLS €Y€V€TO 
II I Q " , (I I l' (\ I 
UOPVJJOS Kat KPOTOS, Kat OTC{) KOG/LOS "IV 0 I\oyos, 

1T€/L1T€LV a~T(,V ~YVWK€ 1To.\.\axoL T~S Y~S' 08TWS 

(f II "8 I " 8' ,\ '8''-' \TJGUTJ TC{) wPC{)' €/LOt € /LtKpa /L€V ov € TaVTa, TO 

8' ",r ", '" 8' 1" '" II ,
€ /L€L~OV OVK €Y€V€TO. TOVTO € "IV €V T'I? U€o.TPCf 

8 '" 
, ,/.. t II ,tf ., 'll 

G€ 't'aLV€GUaL 1TOLOVVTa 01T€P €tWU€LS, 1TP0f.K1TTJ

tf ,\, E' ~Q (I
WVTa. WGT€ Kat 1TpOS TOV VG€JJLOV, 01TOTf. 

I Q t \ \ , , ,/..ll' , '8' '!\
ytyvotTO JJOTJ, 1TOl\l\aKLS €'t'U€yyo/LTJv' TL av 

l' \ '" " ,'\ 8' \'"IV TO. VVV f.K€LVOV 1TapOVTOS; G€ "I MywV. 

2. d.\.\a TOtJTWV ply .\~ifJO/LaL 1Tapa. GOV 8tKTJV, 

, 8' , \ \ l' , '" \, " 8' ,
€1Tf.L av aVTOS /Lev llS €V TCf l\ey€LV, eyw € f.V 

Tcf ifJ1JrptCf.G8at· TOV 8! TtTLavov YG8L CWVTa, WS 
'1\ ,ft:. \ 8' ,,\\' , '!\ \ 
av f.V~aLO, Kat f.OVTa /LaI\I\OY aK€VTTJTOV 1] TOV 

I'J' , tf ,/.. I 8'" \ Q '" 
l€PWVOS t1T1TOV. 't'VGLS f. aptGTTJ 1TpOGl\aJJoVGa 

I 'lit (I' 1 
1TOVWV f.1TWV/LtaV 01TOGOV TL YLyveTat, Tf.K/LaLpov. 

a Cf. Letter 26 note. 

b The date of the letter is Jan./Feb. 358. The oration is 
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ing to another friend whom you have not risited, but 
for you to be seen to desert Nicaea just for the sake 
of an official post is not proper. Just look! every
thing is topsy-turvey.f I give the advice; you are told 
of the action to be taken for your improvement. 

f cr. Letter 20.4. 

27. To Acaciusa 

1. The whole oration has been delivered, to be 
greeted with some clamorous applause. He, in 
whose honour it was given, has decided to send 
copies of it far and wide, so pleased was he with the 
gift.b Though this means a good deal to me, I missed 
something more important, namely to see you in the 
lecture room behaving as usual and leaping forward 
in applause .. So whenever a cheer arose I kept on 
saying to Eusebiusc too, "What would it be like now 
if he were here" -meaning you. 2. But I shall get 
my own back on you for this when you yourself are 
engaged in giving an oration and I in criticizing it. 
As for Titianus,d rest assured that he is living as 
you would desire, and racing along with even less 
need for the whip than the horse of Hieron.e You 
can deduce the progress he is making with his com
bination of fine natural talent and eagerness for 

the celebrated panegyric on Strategius of Or. 1.111. 
c BLZG 140 (ix). He died in 359; Or. 1.118, Ep. 72. 
d Acacius' son, a pupil of Libanius. 
e Pindar Ol. 1.22. 
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1 , T ", \ r, l:.3. TOVTWV 8f' erOL fCaL overfCLavos ayyfl\os TJsfL 
\1 8 1 , \' {jl (\ r,
I\oywv TJ/LLOVpyOS Tf fCaL fCpLTTJS ayaoos, os TJfCWV 
r "8 , ! ,! "a1\ws aVTOV fLI\TJS a'TTaLTTJerwv TO erfCf/L/La a'TTf""TJ 

8av/Laeras. 

28. Baererw 
~ 

' 1 r '" 'J.. \ 1 "81. Ta /LfYLerTa TJ/Las a"ffAo/LfvOS f WfCas, 
, , , ,.. J..! "f\! 'J..!<

er/LLfCpa /LfV OVfC av "faLTJv, ov /LTJv TJI\LfCa yf a"ffL
\ , \ f' ...1. 1 ".1. r '" I\OV' TOV yap VLOV /LfTa'TTf/!"f'a/Lfvos f'TTf/L'fas TJ/Ltv 
, \ ! 'r 8" "'! \ '"fTTLerTOI\TJV. "IV f ffCfLVOS /LfV /LOL 'TTapWV ToerOVTOV 
r, \, ! ,! 8' f8' ! oerov fCaL erv ervvwv, Ta ypa/L/LaTa f "I v /LfV, 

8fVTfPOV 8e ~fCflvov. 2. Ka'\'\LOTTLOS /Lev OVV 
'll", 1 88 1\ '8 1 1ayaowv TVXOL L aerfCal\WV fCaL LaerweraLTO yf< 

T~V ~vnfj6fv fCpTJ'TT'i8a • VVV 8e ere Xaptv 
'''' (\ , ,.. ',a \ 1 ''''' 1aLTOV/Lal, "IV OVfC av TJ""OVI\O/LTJV aLTftv TJvaYfCa-
II 3 K! "" ~O ! r 8'erOal. . VPLVq: 'TTaLS ferTtv vwpaTOS, 0 f 

KVPtvOS'" a'TTO /LfV TWV'" apxwv,'''' TPfLS'" f aVTal, 'TTfVf-1'" 8' 'l' 

ernpos a'TT~'\6f, PTJTOPLfC~S 8e 'TTpOS ToerOVTOV ~fCfV 
, J..' rI " , \, fE '" , ! J..!
f'f oerov av, fl 'TTapa TOV P/LTJV fTVYXavf "fOLTTJ

eras. 4. OOTOS 'TTo'\'\wv YfYovc1S 'TTaT~p vvv tvos 
, fO 1 ,,, \ "'" ,ferTLV vwpaTOV fCal fLTJ yf fCal\OV n OVTOS fCaL 
, 1I .... , '" rr '" 1a-yavov I\f:.t KO(Jf.!0VVTOS OVTW 'YfvvalOV 'TTaTfpa. 
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study. 3. Tuscianusf too will come to inform you 
of this. He is a craftsman in rhetoric and a good cri
tic: he approached him in the afternoon to ask for 
an example of his work and left full of admiration. 

f PLRE 926 (2): assessor to Anatolius. 

28. To Bassusa 

1. In taking from me something most precious 
you have given me something which, though not to 
be described as unimportant, is certainly nothing 
like what you have taken, for when you sent for your 
son, you sent me a letter. His presence means as 
much to me as association with you, but your letter, 
pleasing as it is, rates second to him. 2. So I trust 
that Calliopiusb will have good teachers and main
tain the foundations he laid here. But now I ask a 
favour of you which I could wish not to be forced to 
ask. 3. Quirinus has a son, Honoratus. C Quirinus 
left his official posts, three in number, poorer than 
he went in, but he attained such a peak of eloquence 
as he might have done had he been a pupil of 
Hermes' own. 4. He has been father of many chil
dren, but now of Honoratus alone-and may he con
tinue to be, for the youngster is a gentleman and a 

a BLZG 96 (D, PLRE 151 (5): primiceriu8 notariorum in 
358. 

b BLZG 102 (iii): Bassus' son. 
e BLZG 180 (ii), PLRE 439 (3), a pupil at the time. The 

career of Quirinus (cf. PLRE) is outlined in Ep. 366, which 
repeats this request to Bassus. 
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, 8;" ~ a \ , " , ,5. TOVTCP "I Tcp fJ€I\T£CITcp V€cp vo(1)fJ,a €fJ,TT€aOV 

, .a' , ~ "(' 8'Kat TTpOfJav € tS fJ,1)KOS, fJ,1)V yap OVTOat €KaTOS, 

\\, " \\~ , J.." ~ " 
TTOI\I\1)V fJ,€V €V TTOI\I\CP XPOvcp ao..,.,tav taTpwv €Vt

,,,. ( 1\ " , \ J..'a
K1)a€, Kat 1)V 1) TTOl\tS €V aypVTTvtq. T€ Kat ..,.,OfJcp· 

~ '( ~ (0' I 6 ~ 8'KT1)fJ,a yap 1)fJ,tV vwpaTOS KOLVOV. • VVV € 

,1 \ M' \\ ( " , ,,,
€KI\LV€ apKMI\OS 0 xp1)aTOS TO KaKOV, Kat XP1)

il '" 8 '" (0 ", '" (1)Vauat TOtV TTO OLV vwpaTOS apX€Tat. TOVTO 8'''' 
Kpi'iTTov tATTt!QOS. 7. Tt 8~ TavTa 8t~A60v; OUK 

'''' a \, '\\"" (' , ,avtav a€ fJOVI\0fJ,€VOS, al\l\ €TT€t TOVS VTTO aot TTav
" ,,, \ '" ,il ( l' l'

Tas aKov0fJ,€V €K€ta€ K€KI\1)(Jvat, wv €LS OVTOS, 

'ill \ r " ". I 88 8 aaK€tV
I 

a€ €17€I\WV WS OVTTW €V TTpaTTofJ,€v. .t 

I ll'" " r I ". K IKatTOt UWfJ,€V TOV VfOV vyt€aTfpOV ftVat POTWVOS • 

, " ". " \, " OVK av 1)V fJ,ot Kat TOTf I\OYOS TTftPWfJ,fVCf> KaT€XftV, 

(I ., 8 '" " B I \ '(0 "IOTt, av PWV apU1Tf, aaaf, I\oywv TOV vwpaTOV 
, I '1" ~ ll" 
fX0fJ,fVOV Kat fJ,tav OVTa yov€vat TTapafJ,Vl7tav €V 

~AtKtq. 8€0fJ,fV'{} TWV TOV TTaTpos 3¢6aAfJ,WV fJ,¢€S 
(" '''' \ I ,r/ al \ (/t.'
1)fJ,LV Kat VVV fJ,1) KLVft, Kat, OTf fJ€I\TLOV, 1)f;ft; 

'" ,,,,, " 9(\ ~ I
TaVTa OVK av fTTfVfVfS ftTTOVTOS; • os OVV TOTf 

""8 'I .." \ .., \ , ,
av € WKas T1)V xapLil, vvv av I\oyt'{} T1)V avaYK1JV; 
~ I ,.., 8' Ill" r \

otfJ,at Yf. KaKfLVO 1) fJ,aVTfV0fJ,at l7appwv, WS Kat 

" It. l' r I '\ I BIo,TTWV TfVf>0fJ,o,t WV ot TTo,POVTfS o,1TOl\o,VOVat o,a
,-. 1\ ,.. I IT("'" ~ 

aov TOU tJo,VfJ,aaTOV fL€ya 'iTOLOVjL£VOV .. ..VpWO!-t ev 
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credit to such a noble father. 5. This fine young 
fellow has been afflicted with an illness oflong dura
tion, ten months in fact, and in this long period it 
has beaten all the skill of doctors and kept the city 
in alarm and suspense, for Honoratus is a treasure 
for us all alike. 6. Now the excellent doctor 
Marcellusd has halted the trouble, and Honoratus is 
just beginning to get on his feet-something more 
than we dared hope for. 7. This account arises 
not from the wish to cause you annoyance but-now 
that I hear that all your subordinates, of whom he is 
one, have been summoned to you-from the desire 
to inform you that we are not yet well enough. e 

8. However, suppose that we get the lad as healthy 
as can be. Could I not then argue, in my desire to 
keep him with me, "My dearest Bassus, Honoratus 
is engaged in his education in rhetoric; he is the sole 
consolation of his parents and he is of an age that 
needs to be under his father's eye. Release him to 
us, and do not upset him now: he will come when 
the time is ripe"? If! said this, would you not agree? 
9. So if you would have granted the favour then, 
will you not take note of our predicament now? I am 
sure you will. I confidently predict that, even in 
absence, I shall obtain what those present enjoy 
from the admirable Bassus, since he is most con-

d Physician in Antioch, who had also attended Libanius 
(cf. Letter 5). 

e This letter is occasioned by the summons issued by 
heads of departments of provinces in 358, noted in Letter 
26, note e. 
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7TOLall Kat ~f1i, 7Tap' 6)11 at!1'if OWpOll 00 ¢aVAOll 
,..,, " 

TWlI £pywlI €7Tawat. 

'29 • 'ApU1Taw£T'f! 

' \ \ \ I ,l.1'\ (,..1• NLK£lITtOlI /L£1I Ta aa ypa/L/LaTa ,/"LI\Oll 1]I-Ull 

, I M I~ ~ \ " \ \ "',l. 1\ " '\
€7TOL€L, oo£aTOlI O€ OllTa KaL 7TpO TOV ,/"LI\Oll /Lal\

'\ 'II, "\.L 2 \ \
1\011 1] 7TPOT£POll €7TOL£L Ta ypu./L/LaTa. • T1]l1 /L£1I 

l' 6'\ (,.. ",l. '"' \ '\ ~'"" \
OVll 7T I\W 1]/Lw £v,/"pall£ Tl/ 7T€PL £/L€ a7Tovol/, £/L€ 

Of Tfl 7T£pt aov /L1I~/Ll/' TO yap b7TO TWlI KaAWS a€ 
,~ 1 ,~ 1 \ , \ , ,l.tJ 1 '/

€lOOTWlI q,00/L£1I01l KaL aVTOS £,/"U€yY£TO· OV7TW TOL-

OVTOll £1'8011. 3. Kat OL£gV£L 7TOAAa TWlI aWlI 
tJl ( ''II I ,,..,, 1" 

7TpOaTtu€LS, WS OVK all 7TallTa £L7T£W £XOL. €£T 
''\'" \(\,..,(, ,\\ .L I 
£KaMLTO /L£1I V7TO T1]S €a7T£pas £7TL 1\0VTPu., KaT€£

~\ r \ '"' r~ ,.., "\ , 4 \ ( 
X£TO O£ V7TO T1]S 1]OOll1]S €11 T'f! 1\0Y'f!' • KaL 0 

\ " \ I m _ \ ~ \',.. t,
/L€1I £7Tl/lI£L Ta aa, 'VovpTowanallOS o£ £K£WOll, on 
t\ ,.." [1'" ,..'tJ' ('II 
a XP1]l1 €7Tl/lI£L. T ow £yw; a£ywlI1]pVUpLWlI WS all 
'\' I " ~\ \ ,,~ , ,

aVTos £7TawoV/L£1I0S. €Laayw 01] TOll allopa £LS TO 
Q \ I T \' ,,, (,.. \ " 
,.,OVMVT1]PWlI, OV l\OywlI aywlI£S 1]/LW. KaL Laws 

, "\' 5 '\ Q'~' \ ,..~,OVK 1]lILaaa MYWlI. . I\a,.,wv 01] 7Tapa C10V ovo 
" ,l. 1\ r \ I ,l. I , I Q l
apxollTas ,/"LI\OVS £lIL Y£/Lolln C1o,/"Las a/L£L,.,0jLa C10V 

a BLZG 220 (i), PLRE 628 (1). Ai; incoming governor he 
judged the case of the copyist charged with accepting 
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cerned to oblige Quirinus and myself, from both of 
whom he gains no small gift of praise for his deeds. 

·29. To Aristaenetus 

1. Your letter made Nicentiusa my friend, and 
Modestus,b already my friend, even more my friend 
than before. 2. Well, he has delighted our city 
with his support for me and me with his references 
to you, for he too echoed the sentiments expressed 
by all who know you well-that they have never yet 
seen anyone like you.c 3. He continued to tell us 
much about you, adding that he could never tell the 
whole of it. Then, though the coming of evening 
invited him to the baths, he was detained by the 
pleasure he found in the discussion. 4. He sang 
your praises and Fortunatianusd sang his for giving 
credit where credit was due. What about me, then? 
I never said a word; I blushed just as though I was 
the one being praised. I took him to the City Hall 
which is the scene of my rhetorical exercises,e and 
probably I did not discomfort him with my address. 
5. Now that I have through you gained two gover
nors as my friends, I return your kindness with one 
person crammed full of learning. The bearer is 

bribes for interfering with the text of the panegyric on 
Strategius (Or. 1.114). 

b BLZG 213, PLRE 605 (2). Friendly with Libanius, his 
career spans the next 20 years. 

c Homer Od. 4.269. 
d BLZG 159 (i),PLRE 369 (1). 
e Cf. Or. 1.104. 
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\ ~ "'" (A I' ( ,\ ,
'TO OwpOV. pTTOKpanwv yap OV'TOC1L KaL TTOLTJ'TTJS 
, 8' \ ~ ~ , ~ \' 6 "'"I \ aya 	os Ka.t TTa.tOfV'T'/S a/LfLVWV, OfLVOS /LfV fV ft

\ "'" \ "'" , ~ ,~" tvat 'Ta 'TWV TTal\aLWV VfOLS, OftVOS Of fKf VOLS TTapL

C1w6~vat, ~f~tWKWS Ot C1VVfXWS tv ~L~,\lOtS ~KLC1'Ta 
, .1. I 1 r \ "'" " \ "'" \/Lf'TfXft KO/L'ffLas aTTI\OVS ns WV KaL YfvvaLOS KaL 

, " r \ !,I.. " ,rl \ I ~\ " \ \ 
OVK av al\o'TJ 'fpOVWV /LfV f'Tfpa, MyWV Of al\l\a. 

6. 	 OO'TOS E~oat/LovL KOLVWV~C1as Kat 'TPO~~S Kat 
I , \ " ""',I.. '" '"' ~\, '" /LOVC1ftWV TTal\at /LfV fV 'Tee 'fot'Tav, VVV Of fV 'Tee 

~ , , '" "',I.. '\ ,1..' r \
TTaWfVfLV Kat /LtKpOV 'Tee 'ftl\ee C1V/LTTf'f'VKWS VTTO 
""'(' , ,~ I \""'~

'TTJS V/Lf'Tfpas aTTfppaYTJ OVVaC1'TE'Las. Ka.t VVV ota

8' ,~, , " ,
KpL fV'TE'S, /Lf'Ta oaKpvwv TTOpfVf'TaL p,ev av'T0S, 

'6 ~",.. 7 E'~ I ~ '3' , ,Ka TJ'TaL Of fKfLVOS. . voaL/Lova /Lev OVV fyW 

6' , ~, rA I ,
TTapa/LV TJC10/LaL, C1V 0 pTTOKpanWVt ytyvov 

""'8' rl ("'" E'~ I'TOV 	 OTTfP TJ/LftS voatp,oVL. 

1 ~Kla'Ta /-Ll!'TiX£1 KOfL1f£{as F, conj. Re. ~Kla'Ta p,(11 £lX( KOfL

¢Etas V S ~8Ia'Ta fLfll (!X£ KOfL¢(tas Va Vo Vi fjOta'TTJII p,(11 flX( 

KOfL1f£tall Wolf (Vind.). 

30. 'IovALavw 
~ 

A \ '"' , I I \ ~, rl \1. J.ltTTI\TJV aVlJpTJC1a.t VLKTJV, 'TTJv /Lev fV OTTI\OLS, 

'T~V o~ tv AOYOLS, Kat C10L 'TpOTTaLOV lC1'TTJKf, 'TOV /L~V 
, , "'" a a ' , ~, , , , . "'" ""',I.. 1\
aTTO 	 'TWV J-IapJ-lapwv, 'TO 0 aTT f/LOV 'TOV 'ftI\OV. 
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Harpocration/ a good poet and a better teacher: he 
is clever enough to instil the works of the classical 
authors into students, and to bring himself to the 
same level as those authors. His life has been spent 
uninterruptedly among books, and he is quite 
without affectation. He is a straightforward, 
genuine person, and you would never find him 
thinking one thing and saying something else.g 

6. He has been an associate of Eudaemonh both in 
upbringing and in the schools, in times past as a 
pupil now as a teacher, and though almost of one 
flesh and blood with his friend, i he has been torn 
away by your irresistible attraction. And now they 
have separated, and he proceeds tearfully on his 
way, while his friend simply sits there. 7. I shall 
console Eudaemon, but you must treat Harpocration 
as I do Eudaemon. 

fHarpocration (PLRE 408) is also introduced to Them
istius, and went on to teach in Constantinople (Ep. 368). 

g Plat. Resp. 2.361h, Homer Il. 9.313. 
h cr. Letter 14. 
i Plat. Resp. 9.588h. 

30. To Julian 

the other in eloquence, and your trophies are raised, 
one over the barbarians, the other over me, your 
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\ ~\ \ 1 ~ ~ \ '" 12. 'TOV'T! o€ 'TO 'Tp011'atoV TJOV 'T'fJ K€Kpa'TTJluv'fJ. 
'" ,~\ 1 '''' 1 ~11'aat yap OTJ 11'a'TpaaLV €VXTJS /L€POS 11'aLOWV 

r '" 11 \' "'" \ Q\ \ , \TJ'T'Taauat, Kat av 11'ap q./,OV l\afJwv 'Tas €tS 'TO 

yp&.¢€tV S800s ois ~'\af1€s 'TOV 86v'Ta 11'ap~V€YKas. 
3. 11'€P~ 8e 'TOV /Lhpov 'T~S l1'fta'To'\~s 86 8~11'OV 
/L€ a.11'o'\oy~O'aa6at 'T~ a'Tpa'TTJY~ 'TOV p~'Topa, 
"\\ ~I ,,\1 ,'t' 'l\ 1 11 111

/Lal\l\ov O€, 'T'fJ l\€y€tJI OVX TJ'T'TOV TJ /LaX€O'rJa£ /LarJov'Tt. 
' ~f Q \ \ 'f\ , I,..4. €11'€LOTJ a€ fJaatl\€VS €KaMa(V (tS KOtJIWVtav 'TTJS 

apx~s, cM8TJv 8€£v a¢€'\€tv 'T~S 11'apPTJa{as Kat /L~ 
'"' f\ \ A ,." ~,.. I

11'Ot€£V a 11'PO 'TOV 11'POS avopa 'ToaOV'TOV Y€Y€VTJ/L€
~ \ I' _""..,..VOV. O€LVOV yap, E£ aKtap..a.xOVV'T(S /LEV EV 'TatS 'TWV 

'f \f '" n \'" \"11aywvwv /L€I\('Tats EtO'0/L(Ua, 11'WS €ptKI\Et Kat 

K' \ M \ ~ \ 1 ,\ ~\ " '\I~tp..wvt Kat tl\'Ttaoll otaMK'T€OV, (11't OE 'T"IS al\TJ
11 , .1. 1 11 \, 5' \ \ ",11'u€tas 11'ap0'f0/LEua 'TOV vO/Lov. . av'TO yap 'TOVU 
r\ 'A.' r r ,.. ,,' \ , Q° av 'fllS, ws at 'TWV a'Tpa'TTJYwv E11'tO''TOl\at fJpa

,.. ~ \ \ 1 ." 8' \, ,X€Lat ota 'TO 11'pa'T'T(tV, €11'€t E p..e Kat av'TOV 
'\\ \, ,~, r r, r,

aVa'T(I\I\(LV 'To. ypa/L/La'Ta (LOO'Ta WS oO''TtS V11' 
, \ 1 ", \' '\ \ 'l\ r ,aaxol\tas OVK €X(t /LaKpa (11'ta'T(I\MLV, Kav V11' 
,'\\ "A. '\111 6"''al\l\ov /LaKpa ypa'f0v'TOS (VOXI\TJrJ(t1]. . vvv ow 

a To the emperor Julian, early in 358, a letter of congra
tulation upon his military success in the previous year, 
and also upon the excellence of his panegyric on Constan
tius. Julian had sent him a copy with a covering letter now 
lost (cf. Julian ELF no. 6); it is alluded to in §5. 

446 

I 



LETTERS 


friend.a 2. To me in my defeat this trophy is 
pleasing, for it is part of the prayers of all parents to 
be worsted by their sons, and you, after getting from 
me the first steps towards writing, have excelled me, 
the donor, in what you have got.h 3. For the brev
ity of my letter I the orator must certainly make my 
excuses to the general, or rather, to one no less well 
versed in oratory than in warfare. C 4. When the 
emperor summoned you to share in his government, 
I thought I had to abate my independence and not to 
behave towards a man who had been so exalted as I 
had done previously.d If we, in our mock battles 
in the contests of declamation, know how to 
address Pericles, Cimon, and Miltiades, it would 
be scandalous for us to neglect the rules in real 
life. 5. Your own comment that letters from 
generals are short because of their life of action 
induced me too to compress my letter, for I know that 
anyone prevented from writing at length by 
pressure of business would be upset by the receipt 
of a long letter from someone else.e 6. Now that 

b So Hector, Homer Il. 6.476 ff. Libanius claims to be 
parent to Julian in his literary style: Or. 1.130,18.12-15; 
15.7. 

C Cf. Or. 13.51. 
d This is the first letter from Libanius since Julian's 

elevation to the rank of Caesar. The one previous letter to 
Julian (Ep. 13) was written from Constantinople while 
Julian was in Nicomedeia. 

e On the ideal of length and brevity in letter writing, cf. 
Letter 25. 
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, ~ \~ , ~ ( I
e11'(Lv,/ /Le 11'apaKaAf:LS eLS /L1JKOS, V11'aKOva0p,O-L. 

I I ~ I fl· \ff\"
Kat aot avyxaLpoo 11'pooTOV /Lev, on TO. 011'1\0. exoov 
, ~" t. I \ \ \ \ I ~J.. ev XepOLV OVK esel\vaaS T."V 11'ept I\oyovs a11'0Vo,/v, 
, \ \ \ 1 \ ( ,_~ \ " \ \ ~,... r,... ~ \ , 
0.1\1\0. p,O-Xll /Lev oos oooev 0.1\1\0 opoov, '::IllS oe ev 
Q Q\ I ( ''/'' \ I "8' rl ~,.,Lf.Jl\tOLS oos a-reaT."KOOS /Lax."s· e11'eL on Tit' 

~ I ~,,..., I 1 \ rl
/LeTaoovn T."S apx."s ov 11'apeaxes /LeTa/LeI\OV, on 

I~ , \ \' (I \' \ , ./. I/LeTWOOKev, 0.1\1\ 1Jyov/Levos TOV aVTOV ave-rLOV n 
l' I \ 1 \~ 1 \~~I

eLVat aOt KaL avvapXOVTa Kat Oea11'0T."V Kat otoa
\ T 1 '''''''/'' 'r \aKal\OV OtS Te 11'paTnLS eKeLVOV e11't-r.,,/LL'::IeLS Kat 

\ \' 1 1 \ I "~' '1\11'pOS TOVS evavnovs 11't7TTOVTaSf\eyeLS· n 0 av 
" Q \1 ,/.. 1 '7 ,... , ,...e11'aaxen ,.,aatl\eoos -ravevTos; • TaVTa e11'atVoo 

Kat TO /L~ /LeTa T~S ~a8~Tos a./LCt,pat T~V yvw/L."v 
_~, ( \ ,... , I:. 1 '.Q \ ~ \ 1 ,...

/L'/v V11'0 T."S esovaLas eK,.,al\eLV T."V /Lv."/L.,,v TooV 
,/..1\ 1 \ \ \' 8 \ I rl \-rtl\oov. Kat aOt 11'01\1\0. aya a yeVotTO, OTt /Le TOV 
, ~ \ \,/.. 1 , .1. 1 , I,/..
e11'aLVOVVTa T."V a."v -rvatv ov -revaT."v a11'e-r."vas, 
~ \ \ ~ I fl ./. 1 "'/" , ~ \ , /p,O-l\l\OV oe, on -revaT."v a11'e-r."vas ovoev et11'0VTa 

'" (/ "~t. 8' '" / ~ \ToaOVTOV 011'0aov wetsas. . eKeLVO ye /L'lv aov 
, ,... \'I:.'~ \ ~ , (8'anxvoos Kat es ovoevos 11'apaoetY/LaTOS 0P/L1J ev. 
~ \ "\\ ('" '" Q \, ~ , \TooV yap al\l\oov 0/LOV Tll ,.,aatl\eLCf oexo/Levooll KfJ.i. 

", \,... " \\ Ixp.,,/LaTOOV epOOTa Kat TooV /Lev, et Kat /L." 11'ponpOV 
, 8/ , I .,.... ,...~" I
e11'e V/LOVV, apxo/Levoov epav, TooV 0 e11'LTeLVOVTOOV 

11'pOeVOLKOVV TO 11'cf.80s av /L6vos ~v 8vvaa'icdq. 

f Cf. Or. 18.72 ff, Amm. Marc. 16.5.3 ff. 
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you invite me 0 spread myself, I will obey. First, I 
congratulate you upon the fact that, though you 
have your hands full with fighting, you have not 
relaxed your interest in oratory, but you fight as if 
that were your sole object and yet spend your life 
among books as if divorced from warfare.f Secondly, 
I congratulate you that you have given your col
league in empire no cause to repent of his gift of it, 
but regard him alike as your cousin, fellow ruler, 
master, and teacher, and by your actions you 
increase his fame, and say to his enemies as they 
fall, "And what would your fate be if the emperor 
were present?"g 7. All this I applaud, as well as 
the fact you have not changed your attitude along 
with your attire nor cast off the recollection of your 
friends as a result of your position of power. And 
may much blessing light upon you for proving me 
no liar in praising your talents-or rather for 
proving me a liar in saying nothing to equal the 
talents you showed. 8. That indeed is something 
quite peculiar to yourself, originating from no 
model. Others gain along with supreme power a 
love of money also: some of them begin to feel this 
desire, even if they never did before, while others 
emphasize the feeling if it previously resides in 
them: but you alone when promoted to supreme 

g Such commendation of Constantius was prudent for 
both Libanius and Julian, since the imperial agents would 
inevitably read these letters and report. 
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i Cf. Or. 1.119. Libanius stresses his disinterestedness 
in the reign of Julian repeatedly, cf. Or. 1.125,51.30; Letter 
124. 
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power gave up your family property to your 
friends-a house to one, slaves to another, land 
to this one, gold to that-and you revealed yourself 
wealthy asa subject rather than as a prince.h 

9. And do not think. that I exclude myself from the 
number of your friends because I too am not one of 
the recipients. I can give the reason why I am not 
one of them. You want the cities to have everything 
which promotes the happiness of cities, in particular 
the force of oratory, for you know that, if this is 
quenched, we are put on the same level as the 
barbarians.i 10. So you were afraid that with the 
accession of wealth I might desert my profession, 
and you thought that you should keep me in poverty 
so that I too might keep my post. This is the correct 
way for me to interpret it; for indeed you would not 
say that Capaneus and Amphiaraus are worth their 
keepj while this fellow is not of any account or in the 
reckoning.k 11. It is due to your concern for the 
universal welfare that you have made no such gift. 
Anyway, in our lack of wealth I am rich in elo
quence-just as you are and perhaps I do not dis
grace the office I hold any more than you your great 
office. 

j These two heroes had died smitten by thunderbolts in 
the attack of the Seven against Thebes. Libanius had suf
fered the same visitation: in his case the consequence was 
h~CI n"\;,........n~ .... 1"\ 

L.I."Lt..:) L.LJ..L5J. GlLJ.Lv. 

k A favourite proverb for Libanius, e.g., Or. 31.27, Ep. 
1170; see Zenob. 4:275. 
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1 Tc!i inset. F, conj. Re. om. Wolf. 
2 t7Tl.lmAlfiv F, conj. Re. t7TL(JT(AA£tv Wolf (Mss.). 

a BLZa 233 (ii), PLRE 683 (4), Constantius' chief 
inquisitor, nicknamed Catena. As such he was at Julian's 
headquarters in early 358 to observe and report; it was 

32. Ka'\vKlw 
~ 

a BLZa 103. In early summer 358 Calycius, son of 
Hierocles and Libanius' pupil of three years standing, had 
just married the daughter of Acacius (iii)~ Libanius, in 
Epp. 371 and 373, had already suggested to Acacius the 

452 



LETTERS 

31. To Paulusa 

1. My dear Paulus, it was natural not to do away 
with the custom which heb personally instituted
namely, to round off one's remembrance with a 
letter. When people get some blessing from the 
gods, they must be grateful not to them alone but 
also to their priests. 2. Now we count you one of 
the priests,and you share in the prerogatives nor
mal to gods, for I am not unaware that you 
encouraged him to this course, eager as he was, C and 
that, while it was his inclination to write, you com
mended his inclination. So I am confident that you 
will both continue on the course you have adopted, 
you of encouragement, he of correspondence. 

mere prudence for Julian to begin corresponding with his 
friends with Paulus' full cognizance. 

b Julian. Libanius flatters Paulus by insinuating that 
he had actually given permission for Julian to write, and 
this flattery is rather daringly conveyed in the full pagan 
terminology of classical literature. 

C Cf. Homer 11. 8.293. 

32. To Calyciusa 

1. Since I had no share in your wedding feast, a 

possibility that Calycius should return to Antioch to finish 
his schooling. Now he approaches Calycius himself; his 
arguments are similar to those elaborated in the oration to 
Anaxentius (Or. 55). 
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letter at least should have reached me from you 
about it, telling me that things go well with you 
and that, though you now concern yourself with your 
studies by yourself, you will resume them with me in 
a little while. 2. But you, it seems, have for
gotten me, and I am afraid that you have forgotten 
your rhetorical studies along with me. But that is 
not right, my finest of lads, son of fine parents. 
For reflect who is your father and who your father
in-law. Is not Acacius this last, Hierocles the other, 
both men of note? 3. Well, what was it that made 
them great? Physical strength? fleetness of foot? 
store of wealth? No indeed! none of these, but one 
noble quality which Midas too would have done better 
to have rather than the possession of the masses 
of gold he is credited with.h It was by their 
capacity for eloquence that they have reached 
the position they now hold. 4. So it is a 
crying shame that, while Cimon emulated his father 
in feats of arms, C you should fall short of your 
father's proficiency at the bar, and that you should 
be eager to have the daughter of an orator as your 
wife and yet reject the oratory already acquired 
when it is in your power to acquire also what you 
do not yet possess. 5. My advice is for you 
in summer to reintroduce yourself to all that has 
slipped from your mind, and during the winter to 

b cr. Or. 55.20. 
c cr. Plut. Gimon 5.1. 
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certainly follow you, with encouragement and 
prayers that you may gain rather the beauty of 
eloquence than that of Nireus. d 6. Do not re
gard it as at all a disgrace to participate in 
school activities after marriage. For what is 
naturally good must invariably be good, and there 
is all the more credit if one who is released by 
convention should voluntarily engage in its pursuit. 
By means of it, you will give your friends cause for 
rejoicing, your enemies cause for fear, and you will 
be able to help the former and demolish the others. 
7. Reflect that even Socrates, a wise man, as the 
god affirms, did not try to avoid learning in old 
age, since he thought that any time was time for 
learning.e There is nothing wrong in applying 
oneself to books while one's wife is present. It is, 
in fact, the nicest ,thing to engage upon some noble 
action under the eyes of her whose good opinion you 
wish to have. 8. Moreover, if your father is 
under the impression that you will not budge and so 
does not urge you to it, rise superior to what he 
expects of you. If he does urge you and you pay 
no attention to him, you are bound both to cause 
and to feel pain. That is, that in your search 
for leisure, your life will be without pleasure.f 
9. But, my dearest boy, consider how much joy 
you will give your parents and your wife's family, 
your peerless uncle,g your good wife, and myself 

f Cf. Or. 55.31 fr. 
g Demetrius. See stemma, PLRE 1139. 
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a BLZG 136 0), PLRE 298 (2). His office is not known 
precisely, but he certainly held a fiscal court and was 
presumably a deputy of the comes sacrarum largitionum. ",I" 

b Despite BLZG 78 (iii) and PLRE 74 (4), this must be 
the celebrated renegade of Amm. Marc. 18.5.1 fT. There is 
nothing in this letter to indicate that he was a fugitive 
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who have laboured much upon you, and now fill 
yourself with classical literature, and when the 
farmers have ended their work on the vintage, come 
back here in person, and blessings light upon you. 

33. To Euphemiusa 

1. What must I make of this? Absurdity? misfor
tune? an utter riddle or worse? Antoninusb-he 
who gave up his paternal possessions to those who 
allege that he is rich, or rather, he who gave up 
nothing to them, since there was nothing to give
he has again been saddled with the duty of supply
ing corn. And did you allow this registration 
without considering that you are opposing your own 
interests? 2. Anyway, he is in exile, deprived of 
the sight of his mother, which was the only thing 
left to him at home, for in all else his home town is 
no better than a foreign land, while we go round in 
search of an Oedipus to get us out of our quandary.c 
3. Yet there is no need of an Oedipus, nor yet of a 

decurion, only that he was a landowner. As Silomon (p. 42) 
indicated, this dates the letter to 358; Petit (Vie Munici
paZe 160 f) agrees. This letter relates the beginnings of the 
scandalous treatment of Antoninus, which led to his defec
tion to the Persians in 359. 

C Referring to the riddle of §1, and to Oedipus solving 
the riddle ofthe Sphinx. 
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d Ursulus, comes sacrarum largitionum-so Ammi

anus. The use ofhis summary powers is perhaps described 

as a tragicpenpeteia, cf. Arist. Poetics 1452a27. 
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Teiresias for us here. But I was wrong, I was wrong 
in not making my request of him who can effect such 
a reversal, who frees one man and binds another. d 

"For his might is all powerful. But since I have been 
blind"e-Iook, I make my plea to him through you. 
4. This request is more than that ofAjax at the time 
when he went to effect a reconciliation;f but let him 
give way and not bear malice. In any case, even if 
he does not render this service to his friends, he will 
oblige them by many other means, for he has the 
power. 

e A combination of Homer Il. 2.118 and 9.119. 
f Cf. Homer II. 9.623 ff, where Ajax and Odysseus are 

sent to effect a reconciliation of the Greeks with Achilles, 
but without success. 

34. To Aristaenetusa 

1. In times past I used to admire the most excel
lent Hermogenesb for the philosophy which, I was 
told, is his interest. Now, however, I really love him 
for recognizing your worth and quality. The news is 
that he regards you as a man of parts, and that he 
prizes association with you and deplores the lack of 
it. 2. Well, it will occur to most people to con
gratulate you, but I congratulate both of you-

a Now vicar of Pietas, midsummer 358 (cf. Silomon, 
p.19). 

b BLZG 173 (iv),PLRE 423 (3) and (?9): praetorian pre
fect in succession to Strategius. 
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I (/ I I ~ I '" ~,
/LfV, OTt O'0t 1TPOO'KfI.Tat TOO'aVTTJ ovva/LtS, TCf 0 , 

(/ .J.. \ '" r\ , ""~ '" '" I 3 ~ '" OTt -rtI\WV ov fXPTJV fVOOKI./Lft T'[J Kpl.O'fl.. . Ofl. 
~ I .J.. \ I t,,,, (;'" , '" I
oTJ O'f -rI.I\OV/LfVOV oO'a av fr",'[J fV TatS 1TapatvfO'fO'tV 
'.J.. \ '" ,,..., "'" (; ~'''' t ,W-rfl\ftv fKftvOV /LTJ KaTOKVftV' fbfO'Tt Of VVV V1TfP 

d.OtKOV/Levov ¢lAov KwAvO'at ¢lAov h./LapT&'Vftv. 
I " \! r\ , ,r,..., INtKfVTLOV yap TOV KaI\OV, OV O'V 1TpOS TJp,aS f1T'[J

, I '" , '" .J..\I
VftS fV ypa/L/LaO't, Kat TO ypa/Lp,a "If fKftVO -rtl\tav 
t", , I "'~" " ~ ~'r\'TJ/LtV ftpyaO'aTo, TOVTOV OTJ TOV avopa, ot ov f1Tt
~ '" , r ~! at ~, " ! 1:"0TJ/Lft /LfV TJ OtKTJ, f..I a Of OtXfTat, 1TaVTJyvptS Of 
r '" r 1 \ , .J.. I , \ 'r I
TJ/LtV TJ 1TOl\tS, fV-rTJ/Ltas fl\1Tt~oVTa 1TfpLfO'TTJKf 

CTJ/Lla AV1TovO'a /L£V Kat TV PA&'P'[J, 1TlvTJS ya.p ~/LLV 
, , I , '" r I " 1:'1Nf1Tt ToO'aVTatS apxats 0 tKfVTtOS, fxovO'a Of Tt 

I ,... a\ 'a "1:' (;1 r,
'1TtKpOnpOV TTJS f..Il\af..lTJS TTJV aoObtav. TJ yap KaTa
1:'1 r I " '" I 4 '" otKTJ ~TJ/Ll.a TtS fO'Tt KaTfyvwKVta KaKtav. . TOtS 

, l' 'I:' '" I'D ! , I ~,
/LfV ovv aotKOVO'tv E.!pp,oyfVTJS f1TaYfTw otKTJV, 
" '" , '" \ " " IfyW 1TPWTOS f1Tatvw TTJV 0PYTJv, Kav 1TavO'TJTat 

'" , \ '" I , '" ", "', ITTJS f'1Tt TotS TOLOVTOtS 0PYTJS, Kat fyW TWV f1TatvwV, 
, "'~' '" I " , "TO VVV Of TOVTO 1TapaYWYTJ TtS fO'Tt Kat fPYOV 

d.1T&'TTJS, O~ T~S tEp/Loylvovs ¢V(UWS. 5. CiKOV( 
~! II I " "E'.J.. I K \oC O'TarJ/Los TtS (O'Tt 1Tfpt TOV v-rpaTTJv, al\

C Consularis Syriae 358; cr. Letter 29. OwL'Ilg to the 
demands of the Persian campaigns, the governorship of 
Syria was a risky responsibility in these years. Not only 
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you because you have such influence to support you, 
and him because, in choosing the friend he should, 
he gains credit for sound judgement. 3. You 
then, the object of his affection, must not hesitate to 
help him to the best of your powers by your advice, 
and you may now, by taking up the cause of a friend 
who is wronged, prevent a friend from falling into 
error. Our good friend NicentiusC whom you used to 
commend to me in your letters-in fact, that 
letter of yours formed the basis of the friendship 
between us-Nicentius, I repeat, who has caused 
justice to dwell among us, expelled violence, and 
made our city merry, has been visited with a fine, 
when he expected acclamation for his services. 
This fine causes him financial embarrassment, for 
Nicentius is a poor man for all his career in 
office, but it involves something worse than the 
embarrassment, namely disgrace. The imposition 
of such punishment implies condemnation for 
misconduct. 4. Now, let Hermogenes inflict 
punishment on the guilty: I would be the first to 
praise his righteous indignation, and should his 
indignation cease in such cases, my praises would 
also. But in this present case there is some 
mistake. It stems from deception, not from Her
mogenes' character; .5. Now listen! There is a post 
station near the Euphrates called Callinicus, d the 

was Nicentius broken, but his successors Sabinus and 
Tryphonianus were dismissed under a cloud. 

d Amm. Marc. 23.3.7. 
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\ I " ~"K \\' \ ~ "0I\tVtKOS OVOp..a. a.vTCf· a.l\l\tVtKOV ya.p €VTa.V a. 

d170a~a.y€vTOS b aO~taT~S ytV€Ta.t 17pOaT}YOpLa. To/ 
I '!' \ \ \ \ ~ '" \ \ \ ~\ ~ 0 \ I

T017Cf, Ola. 1701\1\0. p..€V €V YTh 1701\1\0. O€ €V a.l\a.TTT/ 
1\ ,,~\, '" ,

17a.l\a.t. 6. TOVTO 0"1 TO XWptoV €X€l aTpa.Tta.v 
r~ I t'\ ~" I J.. 0 ,r" ~ ~ '" topVp..€V"1V, "1V O€t Tp6f'€a a.t 17a.p "1p..WV OVK €K€ta€ 

r I ~ \ \' r , , J.. I ~ ~ ~\
KOp..t':l0VTWV,a.l\l\ €T€pWa€ T"1V TpO'f'''1V, €K€W€V O€ 

~ K \\' '/ I '" "\€ts a.l\l\LVtKOV a.Y€LV VOp..OS TOV a.PXOVTa. TWV 17€pt 
\ E~J.. I N I ~" t "'~ ITOV V'f'pa.T"1V. tK€VTtOS O€ TO. a.VTOV. Ota.KOV"1aa.s 

'!' ~ \ '\ . rl ~ I ~ It' ,,~ ,
WV €17I\"1p..p..€I\"1aa.v €T€POt OtKa.S otoWat, TOVTO 0"1 

,~ Anit' 7" ''5''~'' , ~ TO €V Vl\tot. • taWS p..€V OW oVO a.VTOS ot"1Y"1
I ,.,,~, '5' \~" 'ON Iaa.p.."1v Ka.KWS, €t 0 OW Tt Ka.t €f:, "1V€X "1V, tK€V

Tt6S a€ 8t8cf.,€t Ka.Aws. au 8~ f3o~O"1aov 8vOtV 

" "'" \ I fJ \ ., a ' ~ I ,a.pxovat TOV p..€V €f:,€I\Op..€VOS l\a.tJ"1S a.otKOV, TOV 
'\ I ,~, , , ,,, ,~ I , 

Ma.TTW, TOV 0 a.170aT"1aa.s opy"1S ov OLKa.ta.S, TOV 
I 8' ~, ~'r,., , a

KP€tTTW. . €t O€ 17a.toOS "1Y€lTa.l T"1V p..€Ta.tJO
\ I , "" I r I J.. 1\ ,
l\"1v, T"1V p..€V €17t TO. X€tPW VOp,t':l€TW 'f'a.VI\"1V, T"1V 
~, " J.. 1\ \ I '0'" \ \ 0' rlO€ TWV 'f'a.VI\WV Tt I\vovaa.v a.ya. "1V, a.l\l\WS OT€ 

, \ I ,., '!\" ,~, "I:. ,..
TO p..€V Ttp.."1p..a. T"1P€LV a.V €XOl, TOV 0 €~W T"1S 

" 'J..' 9" " ,a.tTla.S a.'f't€va.t. • TO ya.p XPV(JtOV €la17pa.TT€TW 
" I ~\ ,,.. \ \ I ,

p..€V, €ta17pa.TT€TW O€ 17a.pa. TWV I\MO£170TWV T"1V 
'I:. ' , ,.. 'I:. I t'\ 

Ta.~LV Ka.t 17POO€TL Y€ TWV €~"117a.T"1KOTWV, ot 

a~latv a.UTOtS Xa.ptC6p..€VOt Ta OUK ~VTa. l~pa.aa.v. 
10. t1T€t8~ yap Ovp..Os p..tya.s 8tOTP€~twv b17apxwv, 
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place name being derived from that of Callinicus 
the sophist who was murdered there-the sort of 
thing for which there have been plenty of examples 
in the past· on land and sea. 6. This place has 
a standing garrison, which has to get its supplies 
from us, though we do not deliver to it direct but to 
a depot elsewhere, from which it is the job of the 
governor of Euphratensis to convey it to Callini
cus.e Nicentius did his part of the job but is being 
punished for other people's mistakes-just like what 
happened at Aulis. f 7. Well, perhaps I have 
not made a bad job of explaining the facts myself, 
but if I have veered off course at all, Nicentius will 
put you right. Please help the two governors, by 
relieving the junior of them of an unwarranted 
punishment, and by causing the senior to abate 
his unwarranted anger. 8. If he thinks it 
childish to change his mind, let him consider that 
to do so for the worse is a fault, but to do so 
by removing some fault is good, especially when 
he can still maintain the fine and yet release him 
from the charge. 9. Let him press for the gold, 
but from those who have deserted their post and, 
what is more, deceived him by lying tales to serve 
their own advantage. 10. Since "great is the 

e Cf. Liebeschuetz, Antioch 163; Petit, Vie Municipale 
256, n.2. 

f As with the sacrifice of Iphigeneia, Nicentius is being 
punished for the sins of others. 
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\ " ~..I. " "t- (I ~, \
p:'1 £GTW TOts .,..fElIaKt OVGtll ao£ta, 01TWS TTJS al\TJ

8£Las KpaTOVGTJS f.LTJ8£LS &8lKWS KOAd.'TJTat. AVWII 

8£ T~1I abTOV ~~~Oll tJJJJO£LTW Trw fJaGtMa KpTJ
~ \ ~ A I t\ , \', t- , , I 

TWII 1'011 1TaLOa LlLOS, Os £tS 1'0 allTpOIl ot ElIaTOV 

I " '!', 1I,1 I 1" I
1TOP£V0f.L£1I0S ETOVS WII E1'£uEtKEt 1I0f.LWII OVK nGxv

~ t\ ~ l' ~{j

IIETO KWWII 011 KPEtTTOIl "Ill Ktll£tGuat. 

1 div • •. VOJLWv F. 8v • .. Vopov Mss. oCs ... vop.ovs Wolf. 

35. 'AptGTawhCJt 

'E I (~(~ I '\ ~l . 1TallTJKwlI TJf.Ltll 0 L.i1TEKTaTOS a1TO TTJS 
I \ \,., "t- I:. ' t- _. I l' ,.,

1TpEG Etas 1TOI\I\OtS E00!OEII EvoaLf.LWII EtlJat, TOtSfJ 
I (I \\\ '!c;:. ,., , ,,, I 

f.L£II, OTt 1TOI\I\TJII ELO£ YTJII Kat opTJ Kat 1TOTaf.L0VS, 

,., t-' (I 'n ,., t-I ' 'i{j'
TOtS 0, OTt 1'''111 EpGWII otatTall Kat EUTJ Kat 

I , '!' ,'" (t-'" '" '" t-1I0f.LOVS Ell OtS WGtll. Ot OE 1'''111 aVTOV TOV oVlIa-
I 1I I ,,., \ l{j '!', I 

GTEVOIlTOS UEall Kat TWII I\WWII ots EKEKOGf.LTJTO 
I l' '" t-' "t-I , t-I t-",

f.LEya TJYOIl, TOtS OE GEf.LIIOIl EOOKEt 1'0 oOIlTa owpa 

\ fJ I , \1I '" 2' \ t-' \ ,., ,I\a OIlTa a1TEI\UEtlJ. • Ef.LOt OE Kat TaVTa f.LEII 

" "'..1. I 1\\ t-\, t- ,
£XEW Ttlla xaptll E.,..atIlETO, Kal\l\tGTOIl OE 1'0 oEt

a This is the last letter written to Aristaenetus (cf. 
Silomon, pp.14, 19). He died in the earthquake at 
Nicomedeia, 24 August 358 (Amm. Marc. 17.7.6). The 
letter was probably composed in the interval between the 
event and the news of it reaching Antioch, and was carried 
by Spectatus, who had stopped briefly in Antioch on his 
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wrath of Zeus-born"g prefects, let there be no 
immunity to tricksters, so that truth may prevail 
and no one be unjustly punished. Should he rescind 
his own verdict, let him bear in mind the king of 
Crete, son of Zeus, who travelled to the cave after a 
nine-year interval and had no scruples in altering 
one of the laws he had ordained which was better 
altered.h 

g Cf. Homer Il. 2.196. 

h Cf. Plat. Legg. 1.624b, Minos 319d-e; Homer Od. 


19.178. 

35. To Aristaenetusa 

1. Spectatus has returned from the embassy; 
some people regard him as fortunate in that he has 
seen vast lands, mountains and rivers, others that 
he has seen the manner of life of the Persians, their 
civilization, and the laws under which they live. 
Others again think the spectacle of the monarch and 
the jewels that adorned him to be of great moment, 
while yet others consider it noteworthy that, after 
presenting gifts, he should come away in receipt of 
gifts. 2. This too, I admit, had some passing 
attraction for me, but the finest thing of all was that 
he should return after demonstrating his force as an 

return from the embassy to Persia, which had left in 357 
(Ep. 513, Amm. Marc. 17.5.15), and returned in 358. 
Libanius presents the negotiations on the Roman side as a 
tour de force of classical rhetoric on the part of his cousin 
Spectatus. 
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, " \ \ "" 8' " " , \/LETEV1JVEY/LEVOV a/\/\OO'E, TCf! apa £VE/LEVEV £1Tt 

"" "8 r ~-' 3 r \' 'r rT01) 1J OVS 1J fXtvOT1JS, • WS yap EXP1J/LaTt':,fV 0 

IT , \ (\' " \" 8 .J." \
fPO'1JS Kat 0 /\oyoS 1JV 1TfpL TWV ta..,.,opwv Kat 
\\ " \ ,,"" 1 rl

1T0/\VS fVfKftTO TOVS 1Ta1T1TCf!OVS a1TatTWV opOVS 

\ \\' , ~ , \ 8' , \ " 
Kat 1T0/\/\aKtS EPWTWV ft /L1J tKaLOV ftS TOVS 1TaL

,,, , Q ' ,\ ,8as Ta TWV 1TPOYOVWV KaTaj.latvEtv, Ta /LfV 1Tapa 

" " \ \ , ""6 \ , ~,TWV a/\/\wv fVTav a 1Ta/\atO'/LaTa ~1TEKTaTOS 

, \ "" ,... , \ '!\ rll , 
a17'ayyfI\ft, TOV Yf/\WTOS 1JV OLOS Tf YfV1JTat Kpa

" '!' '!' t "" \8' " Tftv· Ots f OVTOS fXP1JO'aTO, 1Tavv YEvvata Kat 

I I "", IT'8taO'EtOVTa yf TOVS fV1TPOO'W1T0VS TOV EpO'0V 

\ t 4".J.""" Q \ "" K/\oyovS. • f..,.,1J yap· ft /L£v, W j.laO't/\Ev, wv

" "" ",,-2', "" rl \
O'TaVTtOS O'0V T1JS Y1Js a1T0Tf/LvfTat, TWV 01T/\WV 

" , ", "" '" \ "', 8' 'ffXOV, /LfXPtS av fKftvoS TOV 1T/\EOVfKTfW· ft OtS 

\' \ '" , \ 6 "" (8' 6' '!' ,,... \/LfV EYKa/\ftS 1Ta/\at Tf VaO'tV, 0 f /LE wv ftO'1J/\

" \6EV Ets ' TOV,'\1T0/\f/LOV, TaVTa '" fXWV KaTa6' 6 EO' at TOV 

'" '8 t\ , \ \ 1:.' ' \ '" 1T0AE/LOV E (I\f£, O'KO'lTfL /L7J 1TF\fOV(stav fYKa/\wv 

, \ ,... ,..., \ 6'" 5' \ I
aVTOS TOVTO 1T0£WV fl\EYX liS. . E1T£ TOLOVTOlS 

"8 .J. ' ,\ " rl "" Q \ ,EVE v, ..,.,aO'L, T1JV /\EOVT1JV, WO'T fKftvOV j.I/\E1T0VTa 

I1TG'Tp<{xJvS 41Tamiw KilL 1T1l1T1TWOVS Vi. 
2 y7}s If, conj. Re. 4yd1T7]~ Wolf (Mss.). , 
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orator in Susa. You see, I believed that he had cast 
away this power, since he has been diverted else
where from his books for such a long time now,b but 
the skill has seemingly remained ingrained in him. 
3. For as to how the Persian began the negotiations, 
and turned the talk to the matters in dispute and 
forcefully pressed his demands for the return of his 
ancestral frontiers,C repeatedly asking whether it 
was not right that the possessions of the forefathers 
should pass down to their sons-Spectatus will 
report the arguments of the others on this issue, 
if only he can keep himself from laughing. But 
the arguments he himself used were very sound 
and sadly shook the specious pleas of the Persian. 
4. They ran as follows: "Sire, if Constantius is 
appropriating parts of your territories, then main
tain yourself under arms while ever he maintains 
his aggression. However, if those whom you accuse 
are long since dead, and he wants to put an end to 
hostilities on terms of the status quo, be careful 
that, for all your complaints of aggression, you your
self be not proved the aggressor." 5. In this way 
he bearded the lion, d as the saying goes, and the 

b For Libanius, a scholar who enters imperial service 
wastes his natural talents and his schooling. These are 
better put at the disposal of his home city. 

C In particular, Mesopotamia and Armenia; cf .. Amm. 
Marc. 17.5 and 14. 

d Cf. Plat. Grat. 411a, Paroem. Gr. 1.75. The proverb is 
from Heracles donning the lion skin. 
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, ~ , r \' 'I:. ' r ~" \' ,p,ev ets rTJv TJI\I.Kl.aV, e!i,era!;,ovra oe rov I\oyov OVK 

6ALyaKLS aetaal. r~v Ke~aA~v. Kat 8u1. rov aov 
" r J.. '" r '" 'Q \' ,epwp,evov 0 aVKo.,.,avrwv TJp,tv rov ,.,aaLl\ea aeatYTJ

,'\\ ,1' '" \ '" " Kev. 6. al\l\qJ p,ev ovv aVVet1Te l\ap,1TpWS, avros 

8' r, r "', , 11 , \' 8'V1Tep avrov 7't 17'01' av Kat I\eyot 1TpO vp,orepov 
r, ,r", 11 'r,..., '"1 ws ae 1Tap TJp,WV rpexwv TJ 1Tap TJp,aS eK rTJS 

IIepal80s; 

36. rTytetvcfJ 

1. OVK ~p,vTJp,6vTJaa rwv avv8TJKWv aZ ~aav 
r,... , , '\\', \'8 ' 8'TJp,tV 1Tept ypap,p,arwv, al\l\ eKWI\V TJV ras avv TJ-

Kas tp,1Te8waat KaKOLS p,VplOLS. 2. 1Tpwrov p,~v 

yap ~ Ke~aA~ p,e Kara~aAovaa e!xev avr~ 8eea

p,evTJ 1TA~80s lMyywv Kat OVK ~v oM' ~;iiv o~re 
"" ,.. 8 ,.., --ll '" \,1'"rol.S LarpOLS appetv. etr eKel.UeV em rTJv KOtl\taV 
,~, Q' r 1 , ,.. r, ,

1'0 oetvov Kara,.,av pevp,ara ep,tp,eLro pvaKWV, 1'0 
~'l. , '" ~, J.. ' " ,
Ot" e1TLaXTJaov OVK e.,.,atvero. Kat rovrots ro£OvroLS 

o~at 1Tpoaerl:8TJ A~p,vta ~aaL KaKa, p,ftAAov 81:, 
1 l' , ,.. N ~ 1 8 \,...p,tKpOV rt et1TOV 1'0 1TTwp,a LKOP,TJO£taS TJl\waGt 

~ovATJ8£ts rOtS tv A~p,vqJ KaKOLs. 3. 8ta 1'0£06
\ 8' '\8' ,.. J..' , ,rwv 1'0 epos el\ ovres vvv .,.,app,aKOV 1ToaeL 1'0 

'" • f , 1\ \' " awp,a KOV~taavr(s e1TtOTe:.I\I\OP.€il ao/, rr;s ELf:!! 
'" , " '~~I ,.. ~, ,atYTJS ras at7'tas a1TOOLOovres, KtVetV oe ae 1TpOS 
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result was that, on looking at his youth and mulling 
over his argument, he just kept shaking his head. 
And so, through him you admire so much, the 
traducer of our emperor was reduced to silence. 
6. So, after so signally succeeding in his advocacy 
for another, what more spirited argument could he 
present on his own behalf when he goes from us to 
you than that which he put when he came to us here 
from Persia? 

36. To Hygieinusa 

1. I have not forgotten the agreement we made 
about writing, but I have been prevented from rati
fying it by countless troubles. 2. First of all, my 
head has kept setting me down. It has been affected 
with bouts of giddiness, and neither the doctors nor 
I could feel any confidence. Then the trouble went 
down from there to my belly, and it behaved just 
like floods of water. Nothing appeared to stop it. On 
top of troubles like these there came the final 
straw,b or worse-for that is an understatement to 
describe the disaster at Nicomedeia. 3. That is 
the way I have passed the summer, but now that I 
have gained physical relief by taking my medicine, I 
am writing to you with an explanation of the rea
sons for my silence. I do not expect you to put your-

a Cf. Letter 5. 
b Cf. Herod. 6.138, from which 'Lemnian deeds' become 

proverbial for horror stories. 
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, '" r I I (rI!;l \ !;l ~ 
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/\oywv 'Tf Kat fJtfJ/\tWV. Kat 0 oovs apx"lv "l/LLJI E'ts 

\ , I !;lIt ' "',. \ '" " ,.
'T"lV afLE'ww oo~av E'KE'LVOS "lV. Kat VVV, E't7TE'P "lV, 

T " \\ ... ,. , 1t· 6!'\ \ \ 
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III , \ \ , , rI " \ !;l'", 

TLOS 'TfIJV"lKE'V, a/\/\ OVX "l yE' 7TpOS E'/LE' a7TOV0"l 'T"lS 
( I '8 ., I 7 I \,.
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r '" , \ 't'!;l\' .1. ' "8 '" !:Iwaav aE't 7TapE'~E'tS, 'TOVS OE' avE''f'tovs La L aot 'Tl/ 

\ "\ \ \ ~ l!;l' '" II \ '" ~\ ( \
/LE'V a/\/\l/ Kat a'f'oopa E'7TatJIE'LalJaL, /\V7T"laat OE' E'Vt 

I \ { 1\ \' \ ~ .... \ 
'TOV'T~ TOVS yE' 'TOvas· /LE'ya/\l/ yap aE't 'f'WVl/ 'TOVS 
\ I \ \ I \ rl , ~ I ,., 
/\oyovs av/\/\E'yoV'TE'S TOV V7TVOV a'f'atpOV/LE'VOL TWV 

\ I , I ,~, t 1\ \ ~, 

7Tr\"lalOV OLKOW'TWY TOVS /L~V E'f."l/\aaall, TOVS OE' 

, I .1. 
E'7TE''Tpt'f'av. 
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self out to leave home and come and see me, for 
whenever anyone encourages people with exhorta
tion, by so doing he declares them guilty of idleness. 
4. Not that you are negligent yourself; you would be 
more likely to spur on someone else to support me, 
possibly because you find in me something that 
deserves your kindness, but more probably your 
intention is to be thought of as following your 
father's lead.c 5. He indeed looked upon me with 
the greatest kindness and allowed me to share in 
both his oratory and his books; and he it was who 
gave a start to the increase of my fame. If he were 
alive now, he alone would count for as much as an 
army of supporters.d 6. Bearing this in mind you 
are trying to show me that, even if Dulcitius is dead, 
the support given me by your family is not dead. 
7. So this lives on and you will always provide me 
with it. As for your cousins, you may be assured 
they are in general highly praised, but in this one 
particular they annoy the neighbours. They are 
always rehearsing their declamations at the top of 
their voices and deprive their next door neighbours 
of sleep, so that some they have caused to move, 
others to have a breakdown! 

C Dulcitius (cf. §6). 
d In Constantinople, 340-2. Evidently he was a doctor, 

like his son. The Homeric reference is Il. 11.514. 
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37. 111]/L1]Tplep 

A' , "8 I " \ t\1. VT1]V Te TaVT1]V e p1]v1]aa T1]V 11'0l\LV 1]V 
t/~ ,"""~, ~ \ , t 1\ , '8 ~ \1]OLaTa p,ev ewov, aKWV oe esel\t11'0V, e11'0 ovv oe 
'" 6 I 1\ \ rI" ,KaL OtKOL Ka 1]/Levos, 11'pO Te T1]S 11'0MWS TOV V11' 

"),...., "")-." , ,....,
aVT1]S n Kat /LeT aVT1]S otxo/Levov TOV yevvaLOv 
'A' 2 Iy ~ \ " 6 I , ~ IpLaTaLveTov. . VO/LL,:>W oe TWV P1]vwv /L1]oe

\ , I , J.. 1. ~'1' "A'npov /Lev e/Lov, a/L't'0npovs oe eLvaL T1]S V11'1]S. 
, ~ \'t I , '" \ J..1a ,...
ev ep yap esetaT1]KeLV Te e/LaVTOV KaL 't'0fJOV 11'apel

"""'" r ") ') I ,...., ,....,XOV TOLS OtKelOLS ws OVK aVTtaX1]awv Tep KaKep, 
I , I \ a" I \,... " ./. tlTon eKeLV1] l\afJovaa /LOV T1]V xetpa eypa'fev °Tt 

"8 \ 3 ~ ~ \ t "~ t II1] el\ev. . ots oe eKaTepov eoetsa, nTTapes 
l' , \ l' t I 8 I \ \ " 
1]aav, ov yap 1]v °KatpOS /Lot eaTpov, 11'pOS /Lev Tep

II \ r r I , \~, I it. \ \'"8 I 
etq> ptaKtaVOS °P1]TWP, em oe TOVTq> "lItI\OKI\1]S 

t \ \ \ t/ J.. \ " \ \ E' ',a° Kal\OS Kat ° ye 't'tMtV /Le/Lel\eT1]KWS vaefJLOS. 
~ a-;, ~\" l' , " '" 4 ~ \.L.afJtVOS oe apa 1]v e11' aypov. . OVTOt /Lev 
, '" , ~\,~ \ t/ ,,, t, I
e/Lov, TOVTWV oe ovoetS oaTtS OVK 1]Kovaev WS aKOV

\ , I I' .I. 
aet • Kat aVTtKa /Le 11'eptetaT1]KecJaV aVUYKat 

\ I '1\ , I '1\ t \ ,...,~ " 
KeMvoVTWV 1] avaYLVwaKeLV 1] 0/Lol\oyeLV aotKeLV. 

a For Libanius' monody on Aristaenetus see Foerster 
vol. xi, pp. 623-4; that upon Nicomedeia survives (Or. 61). 
See § 5below. 

b The orator was reluctant to give a public declamation 
unless it had been tested first with a select audience. For 
the encomium on Phasganius privacy was, however, more 
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37. To Demetrius 

1. I have lamented the fate of that very city 
which I saw most gladly, left unwillingly, and 
yearned for, even now I am settled at home, and 
before the fate of the city, I have lamented that of 
the noble Aristaenetus, who died by it and with it.a 
2. Neither of these laments do I consider my own: 
rather, both are peculiar to Grief, for while I was out 
of my mind and caused my intimates to fear that I 
would not survive the disaster, Grief then took my 
hand and wrote as she willed. 3. My audience 
for the recital of both speeches was but four, for it 
was not, I felt, a proper occasion for a public 
performance.b Besides my uncle, there were the ora
tor Priscianus,c the noble Philocles,d and Eusebiuse 

who is practised in the arts of friendship. Sabin us/ 
by the way, was down at his estate. 4. They 
heard from me, and everybody heard from them, 
that they were going to get a hearing, and straight
away there was a hue and a cry, as people told me 
either to give a recital or else confess my villainy. 

for reasons of personal security. 
c BLZG 244, PLRE 727 (1). 
d Cf. Ep. 732. Evidently closely connected with the CHi· 

cians Demetrius and Acacius. 
e BLZG 140 (ix). He died in 359,. to Libanius' distress 

(Or. 1.118). 
f BLZG 262 (i), PLRE 791 (5). Consularis S,yriae at this 

time, winter 358/9. 
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~8WKa TO PtPMov, of 8e 7Tapa'\aP6vTeS ou 7TO'\'\OVS 

, , 'J.."" '1:.' ~\ \ \ ,aV1]KOOVS a..,..1]Kav. £f:)£C1TW o£ Kat C10t fLOVtp T£ 
, ,..., a ',\ \ \ "'\'\ ,,... , , ,£VTVX£tV, £t ,.,OV ow, Kat C1W a OtS, £t TOVT ap£

~ ,...~, \' \ , '0C1KOt. 5. OOKftS o£ fLOt Kat aVTOS £tpyaC1 at TL 
,... , \ , ~ ,\J..' , \ '!' ,... ,... ,

TOLOVTOV ftS TOV ao£ ..,..OV· ov yap 1]V TOV C10V C1TO
" 0' ,I, \ " ~ ,,... I '!'fLaTos C1ty'!l a'f'at TOV avopa fKfLVOV. 7TffL7Tf ow 

( \',... ~I ,,~,... , \
WS Kat aVTtp fLovtp0LaLS OVK a1]ows C1VVOVTL fL£Ta 
\ \',... 0 ,t ~\ ,,, ,

TOV C1fLC1fLoV £KfLVOV. aVfLaf;,w O£ fL VVV TOLOVTWV 
, ,\' ,... a' \ ,... (,
a7TO aVOVTfS TWV ,.,OTpVWV T1]V 7TapovC1av wpav 

X£tfLwva Ka'\£tV To'\fL~C1fTe. 

38. 'Iov'\Lavw 
~ 

1. 'A,\,\d C10L TO fLlV C1W/lU, chs efL~vvfs, But 
',\ " ,... ,\' ~\ J..' "'\0 \,...Tf ovs fXOt, TTl V7T'!l Of ..,..apfLaKov f OL 7Tapa TOV 

O£ov, fL8.'\'\ov 8t, TO fLtv Tt T~S "\{J7T1]S 8fLTaL OfOV, 
\ ~\ t " r" '),... _ I \ \ \

TO o£ VfL£LS VfLLV aVTOLS 7TaVC1at KVpLOL. TO fL£V yap 

a.vopOwC1aL T~V 7T6'\LV ~TotfLoV, f£ pov,\1]Od1]Te, T~S 
~, , \ ,... ll,... '8 I '1:.' ,... 8o £7TL TOLS Te{}V£WC1LV a VfLtas £f:) ovpavov 7T0 £v 
"'\0 0' ') 't ~\" \f OL 7Ta.pafLv ta.. ... fLaKapLf;,w O£ fyWy£ T1]V 

,~ ,,~\ , \ \ ( ,NLKofL1]oovs Kat K£tfLfv1]v. (O£t fLfv yap fC1TaVat, 
, ~\ (I ,... ~ , ,..."

TeTlfL1]Tat Of 0fLWS 7T£C10VC1a oaKpVC1t C10tS. TOVTO 

a After the earthquake at Nicomedeia, Julian had writ
ten to Libanius, mourning the death' of friends and 
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So, I handed over the text, and they took it and 
allowed very few to remain unacquainted with it. 
You too may make its acquaintance-alone, if you 
like, or in the company of others, if you so prefer. 
5. I believe that yoti too have composed something 
similar upon your brother,g for it would not suit one 
of your eloquence to allow a man like him to go to 
his last resting place in silence. So send it me, since 
I too have formed a not altogether displeasing asso
ciation with monodies after that earthquake. I am 
surprised that, while you enjoy such grapes now, 
you yet dare to give to the present season the name 
ofwinter.h 

g Hierocles, recently dead (Ep. 26). Demetrius com
posed a monody on him (Ep. 30). 

h The winter of 358/9 was a mild one, so that Demetrius 
had sent grapes, probably a New Year present. 

38. To Juliana 

1. May your physical condition continue to be 
such as you tell me, and may a cure for your grief 
come from God, though to be accurate, only part of 
your grief requires God's aid; the rest it is in your 
own power to stop. It is possible for you, if you so 
wish, to restore the city, but for your despair for 
those who died may consolation come from some
where in heaven. 2. I congratulate NicQmedeia 
even in her ruins. She should be standing yet, but 

acquaintances there; cf. Julian, Oeuvres Completes I.ii.4; 
ELF 7. 
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~} , '" ,/ '" II 1 ('\, , 'A \ \ '" 
0" OU /LfWV OUTf TWV Up1]VWV, OUS f7T Xt/\I\ft 

,,, \ 1 ,/ ,,~ I .,. IM I 
OUCTas fyftpat l\Oyos OUTf T1]S '!JJLaYJLfV1]S ..,.,fKa

~ ('\, \'t" ~I 1\\ \ I ',J."
OOS, 1]'£1 f7Tt ..ap7T1]00VL JLfl\l\OVTL Tfl\fUT1]CTfLV a..,.,rr 


KfV b ZfUS 7TaL8a ~tATaTOV TLJLwv. 3. TOV /Ltv 

l' , 1 \ 1\ 1'll 1 II 1\ ('" 

ow T1]V 7Tal\at 7T0l\LV aWLS YfVfCTuat 7T0l\LV UJLLV 

\ 1 'E\ ~ ~'1' , " ,
JLfl\1]CTft, I\71'LOLOS Of 1]'£1 JLfV KaL 7TpOUpOV aya-

III ,,~, ~ '" , ~ '1:.' III 1 
UOS, VW Of 1] TWV TP07TWV f7TtoOCTtS asLa uaUJLaCTaL. 

"" I ,"''t'',J. \1
Kat OUK apa /LOVOV TO TOU ..O..,.,OKl\fOUS 

'\\' '/3 \1 ,J.I" "'"" al\l\a KaL aCTLl\fWS CTo..,.,La TOLS CTWOVCTLV av ftS apf

, r '" 4!' " \ \ " IIT1]V 1]YOLTO. • OLa KaL CTV TOUTOVL TOV avupW7TOV 

" , '" \ \ , I. " ~ 'I:./3 \ I
WV1]CTas OV /Lal\l\ov fU7TOPWTfPOV 1] fl\TLW OfLsaS. 

, , , " 'E\ ~I " KaL yap fL KaL VfWTfPOS 1\7TtoWU, CTV Yfyovas 

TWV yf KaAwv TOlhwv 'EA7TL8tw 8L8aCTKaAos TW. , 
7TpfCT/3v'r£pq:, T~S ~7TLfLKf{as, T~S 7Tpo9uJLlas TOV 

'" l' , ,J. 1\ " " I '" 
7TOLfLV fU TOUS ..,.,LI\OUS, TOV 7T0LOWTa XatPfLV, TOU 

I ,....,,..., , I ""'" ") 
7TPffWS TOtS ayvwCTLV fVTuyxavfLv, TOU TOV fVTU

, I (I , ,,.. \ll / 
yxavovTa ;CaUXfLV. OCTOL yap aUTq: 7TPOCTfl\UOVUS 

,., ,.., ,/ ~ 'll 1 l' 
7TPOCTfL7TOV, 'TOCTOUTOL TOV avopa fuaVJLaCTav, fLTa 

'll' ',J./\ \ .... \\1 \ \ II /
fVUUS f..,.,LI\1]CTav KaL /Lal\l\ov TL T1]V CT1]V KaTfUfa

, ") ,...(\ _ f 

CTaVTO yVWjLTjv ~v TOts tJ7TO trot! 7T£7TLCTTfU/LfVOLS. 

b Homer Od. 24.60 if. 
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still in her fall she has been honoured by your tears. 
This is no whit less than the laments the Muses are 
said to have uttered over Achilles,b or the drops of 
blood which Zeus rained down at the imminent 
death of Sarpedon, in honour of his dearest son. C 

3. It will be your concern that the city of old shall 
become a city again. As for Elpidius,d he was a good 
man even before this, but now the maturity of his 
character deserves admiration. So not only is 
Sophocles' maxim true, that "Wise lords are formed 
by converse with the wise,"e but also an emperor's 
wisdom may, for his associates, be an incentive to 
virtue. 4. Such are the benefits you have con
ferred on him by revealing him as not so much a 
richer as a better man. Indeed, even though 
younger than Elpidius, you have become instructor 
to Elpidius, your senior, in these noble arts at least, 
in kindliness, in eagerness to assist friends, in 
pleasure at so doing, and in courteous treatment of 
persons not of his acquaintance, and by that treat
ment in retaining their affection. For all who have 
approached him and addressed him have first been 
struck with admiration for the man, and then 
straightaway with affection, and, to be more precise, 
have observed your own attitude in the duties you 

C Homer II. 16.459 fT. 
d Helpidius BLZG 170 (ii), PLRE 415 (6). He had lately 

(winter 358/9) returned to Antioch from Gaul, bearing the 
letter from Julian. 

e Sophocles Fr. 14 Radt. 
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' \ ~\ \ 1 \ \ r \' \ \ 1 \ 5. £JLOt U£ Kat 'TOV'Tc.p 17VKVOt p£v Ot 17pOS aAA1JAOVS 

\ 1 1 ~\ \ '"' \ "" 1 (\
AO'YOt, 17aV'T£S U£ 17£pt C10V 'T£ Kat 'T1JS 'YVWP1JS "IV 
,/ \" " rl '1\ rl '!' 
£X£tS Kat 'TWV 17pa'Ypa'TWV £V OLOtS WV OC1'TtS £t 
\" \fl , \'" 1 ,\,..

17pOS aV'Ta. Kat OV'TWS £'Y'YVS wv 17pa'T'T£tS £7TL 'T1JS 
~ 1 '!' fl '"' ~ \' r '1\ 
Ut1J'Y1JC1£WS "IV, WC1'T£ C10t ptKpOV Ut£A£'YOP1JV ws av 

, 6 1\\ ~\ "'" \ '\ ,17apoV'Tt. . KaAAtC1'TOV U£ WV 1JKOVOV 'TO £Aav

1 \ fJ ,Q' ' \ \ , ,
V£LV C1£ 'TOVS apjJapovs Kat 'Tas VtKas £tS C1V'Y'Ypa
.J. \', \ \ ",, t 1 , '!' 
't'1JV a'Y£LV Kat 'TOV a.V'TOV OV'TWS p1J'Topa 'T£ £LVat 

\ "A \ \ '"' \ \ to 1 "~ 
Kat C1'Tpa'T1J'Yov. XtAA£t P£V,'Yap P1JPOV £u£t 

Ka~ 'AA£gavBpc.p 170AAWV Tt'T~vwv, 'Tplmata BE 'Ta. 

C1a. pV~P1Js 'T£vg£'Tat 'TfJ 'TOV C1'T~C1aV'TOS ~wvfJ· 
'"' ".J.8 \ .J. ' , \', 1'T0C10V'TOV £'t' "IS 'TOVS C10't'LC1'Tas ov 'Ta £P'Ya pOVOV 

1 , "'" 8 1 '\\\ \ \ \ \ 
170VOV aV'TOLS 17pO £tS, aAAa Kat 'T1JV 17pOS 'TOVS 

\ 1 C'\, \ '"'." " fl \ \ 
AO'Y0VS OVS £17t 'TOtS £P'YOLS £170t1JC1aS apLAAav. 

1 Ll ~\ "" 1 \ \ II \7. 17p0C1fJ£S u1J 'Tots 'Tp017aLOtS Kat 'TO op171JtaVOV 

,.. ~ 1 ,,' 1 " ,
'TWV utKatWV 'TVX£LV Kat VoptC10V Kat 'TaV'T1Jv OV 
.J. 1\ \ 1 l:. t ~\ , \ '" ,,.. 1 
't'aVA1JV 'T1JV 17apa'Tar.,LV. 0 u£ aV1Jp OV'TOS £K£LVOS 

, (I '8/~ fJ' r~1 ~ £C1'TLV, OV 170'T£ £V £Vu£ 17p£C1 £VOV'Ta 1Ju£wS £LO£S 

; B 8 \ 8 ' 1" ,1 I,
£v t VVlq. Kat pa wv wv a17£C11'£p1J'T0 Ka-'~C1'T1JC1as 

1 (I( F, conj. Re. T( Wolf(Mss.). 

fFor Julian's account of the battle of Argentoratum see 
ELF 160 (p. 212 f), Lib. Or. 13.25. 

g Obscure, and thus a fertile field for conjecture (l'ITaw(
TWII Asmus, TOlOO-rWII Wolf). F. refers to the proverb TlTllllas 
POOP' ('ITt TWII KfKpa:y6rwlI nllas (is poifJ(lall, Paroem. Gr. 1.314. 
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have entrusted to him. 5. The conversations 
between him and myself are frequent, and all about 
you, your resolution and your reactions to the vari
ous important affairs with which you deal: and in . 
the narration I followed your actions so closely that 
I practically conversed with you as though present. 
6. The finest piece of news I heard was that of your 
defeat of the barbarians and your transference of 
your victories into writing, f and your revelation of 
yourself as being truly orator and general. Achilles 
needed a Homer, Alexander many a Titan,g but your 
trophies will be remembered by the eloquence of 
yourself who erected them. You have far outdone 
the sophists by proposing to them not just your 
achievements as their topic, but also the emulation 
of the discourse which you have composed upon your 
achievements. 7. Add to your trophies then that 
of restoring Pompeianush to his rights, and regard 
this too as no minor engagement. He is the man 
whom once you were glad to see in Bithynia when 

Suidas (s.v. Tt1'cwlSa ,,~,,) embroiders this, with references: 
the Titans helped mortals at their call. However, the most 
likely source is Hesiod Theog. 617, where the three 
Hecatoncheires are summoned to assist the gods in their 
struggle against the rest of the Titans. 

h BLZG 241 (ii). In 355 Pompeianus as ambassador is 
commended to Datianus (Letter 13) and to friends along 
the route (Epp. 444-9), The loss of his family property is 
mentioned in Letter 13.10 also. But here Julian had made 
his acquaintance in Nicomedeia, which he had left in 351, 
and the reference is to an earlier embassy, probably in 348 
(Petit, Vie Municipale 415). 
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, '\ ~ (,, ~ \ (~ ,
EtS EMTWas, WS apa KOIUEtTat Ta aVTOV. TOVTWV 

/LOt /LE/Lv~er8at TWV £7TOerxeerEWV, Jj fJaertAEU. 

39. LTpaT"IylOj 

1. O~7TW /LE Ka8apws d7TaAAaYfvTa TOU tv Tfj 
,J.. \ ~ '" ",r tl " \ fJ ,f\ \KE-ral\lI KaKOV IUt"OV ETEPOV El\a E KaKOV, ° T1JV 

~vX~v tVf7TA1JerE '6~ov Kat Ot' 87ToAAot TWV ~lAwv 
\ ' '8'"xpOVOV 7TaeratS E7TOjoats7TOI\VII /LOt 7TapEKa 1JVTO ~ '" 

, ~ .... , \,J..' 2'7T£LPW/LEvOt otaerweraL /Lov Tas -rpEvas. . Twa 
\', , 8 8 ' (( ,J.. \ !yap OtEL /LE YEvEer at TTV 0/LEVOV WS "I -rLI\TaT1J 
'\ , \ ....,J.. \ , , , ~ ! 

7TOl\tS E7TL TOtS -rLI\TaTOLS 7TE7TTWKEV avopaerw; 
, ,\ , " ./, ~ \' , ,\ \1J/LEI\1Jera /LEV erLTtWV, EppL'f'a OE 1\0yOVS, a7TEwera

~'l. tl '" ~\ , \ \.... , I/L1JV oe V7TVOV, erLYlI OE E7Tt 7TI\ELerTOV EKEL/L1JV, 
~ , ~\ ( '" tl \'", .... ~\,oaKpva OE 1J/LWV ap.a /LEV E7T EKEWOLS, TWV OE E7Tt
~I , " I \~, , , \!T1JOELWV E7T E/LOt, 7TpLV 0"1 TtS 7TapllvEerEv EV I\OYOLS 

~ , '\ \ l' , "t.8p1JV1JeraL T1JV T£ 7TOI\W Kat Toll OU TOLaVT1JS a{;LOV, 
't Z ~ \ ~ '!' 8 \ \ .... '8W EU, TEI\£VT1JS. OJ 7TELer ELS Kat TOU 7Ta OUS Tt 

/LfPOS t7Tt T~S ypa~~s tKfJaAwv ~o1J 7TEV8w 
,J...... 3' \ 't \ \ \ ! 8erw'fPOVWV. . EL /LEV OVII /LTJ Kal. eroL TETapax al. 

a Strategius was now (winter 358/9) in retirement after 
his prefecture. Libanius' account of his own distress, both 
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he acted as our ambassador. You learned of what he 
had lost and gave him grounds to hope that he 
would, after all, recover his own. Please bear these 
promises in mind, Sire. 

39. To Strategiusa 

1. I was not yet clear of the trouble in my head 
when a second and greater trouble took hold of me, 
and it filled my soul with gloom and caused many 
of my friends to sit by me for a long time trying by 
incantations of every kind to save my reason. 2. 
How do you think I felt when I learned that the 
dearest of cities had fallen in ruin over the dearest 
of men? I took no thought for meals, tossed my ora
tory aside, refused sleepb and lay for the most part 
in silence. My tears flowed for them, my friends' 
tears for me, until it was suggested that I compose 
an oration of mourning for the city and for him who, 
God knows, deserved no such death. I agreed to 
this, and now that I have expended some part of my 
emotion in the writing of it, I grieve with a sound 
mind. 3. So did I not think that you too were dis-

mental and physical, is summarised elsewhere (Letters 
36-7, Or. 1.118). His reaction to the news of the disaster 
at Nicomedeia is reminiscent of the breakdowns he later 
suffered upon the death of Julian, his brother's blindness 
(Or. 1.202 fl), and the loss ofeimon (Or. 1.280). 

b Cf. Plat. Resp. 9.571e. 
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, I (I' I J..'\ 8 'I:.
T1]V YVWfL1]V 1]YOVfL1]V ~(JTfP1]fL~V"t 'ftI\OV ~tbaVTOS 

" " '8'" '~.J. ~ ~pyOtS TowofLa, ~ ~OfL1]V a'll fLOt 7Tapa CfOV 'f0tTaV 

{j/ " 8' ( ,\' I ,\ , ,7TapafLVfJLa1l' ~7T~t ~ 1] 71' 1]"11] KOtv1], ~t7T~Tat fLOt 
I rI 8' , ~ 

(JTfV~tv, 0 1] Kat 7T0tw. 

40. 'AvaToAtw 
~ 

1 'A' " .J. ',\ " ,\ , ,. v~yvwv TOtS 'ft OtS T"lV ~7TtCfTO 1]'11 T1]V 

'" ",\ ",1"fLaKpav ~K~tv"lV, ~K~ ~VCfas yap Kat OVK 1]'11 a7T~t-
{j~ I 8 2 ( , "(' ,I , 
u~tv TO(JaVTlJ wa~t. . 1] fL~V ow avayvWCfts 

" ',\ ~ tl , Q ',\ ,\,\ ~ 8'~Ktv~t y~ WTa TOCfOVTOV OCfOV ~fJOV OV, 71'0 OV ~ 

'" , (8' 8 ~{j I I ap ~7T~UVfL~tS, ws ~ t~7Tav(JafL1]v, TWV TtS 
, ",/ / " .J.l'\ '1\ '1\
aKpoaTWV 1]P~TO fL~, 7T0T~pOV CfOt 'f I\OS WV 1] 

8 ' , .J. ' 8 ' ",\VCffL~V1]S TVYXavw• 'f1]CfaVTOS ~ fLov Kat fLa a 

.J. ,\"'A ',\ , ,\" 1'" , , '/.J.{j'fL ~LV vaTO to'll TO'll Ka 0'11 ~V tCfUL TOtvW, ~'f1], 

, , 8 '" ~ 8 ' " ,\' rITa VCffL~vovs 7T0LWV ~LKVVS T1]V ~7TtCfTO 1]'11, 1]'11 

, .J. ,y "8' " 8 ' '" Il{ja'favt~~tv ~ ~L. Kat ~TW~TO 1] TOtS ypafLfLaCftv 

" Q ',\ {j,.., tl ''\'\'"'''' '"ovofLa. fJOV ~t fLau~tV 0 TL; a OVK ~pw y~ TOVTO 

rI " , , {j' 3 '.J.' 1" '" 1o KaL aKOVWV 1]XUOfL1]V• . a'f~VT~S ow ~K~tvOV 
'I:. ,y " , \ I .J.' '1\ 
Eb~TabwfL~v Tas aLTLas, KaL (JV T~ 'f~p~tV, a'll 

1 ~KE'VOV Wolf(Mss. except C D) ~Kavo F (C D). 

a Silomon (pp.19, 24) demonstrates that this was writ
ten in winter 358/9. Anatolius, ensconced as praetorian 
prefect of Illyricum, had written to Libanius, in joking 
style but with serious intent, criticising him for not doing 
full justice to Spectatus in the eulogy composed for him 
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traught at the loss of a friend who earned the name 
by his deeds,c I would beg you to send some consola
tion to me. But since the blow is one that affects us 
both, all that is left for me is to grieve, and that 
indeed I do. 

C Aristaenetus. For his friendship with Strategius, cf. 
Letter 26, Epp. 537, 561. 

40. To Anatoliusa 

1. I read that long letter of yours out to my 
friends; so you bade me, and I could not disobey 
such great authority. 2. Well, the recital excited 
as much laughter as you wanted, and obviously your 
desire was for it to be plenty, but when I had 
stopped, one of the audience asked me whether I 
was friend or foe of yours. b I replied that I was par
ticularly friendly with the noble Anatolius, to which 
he retorted, "Well, rest assured that you are behav
ing like an enemy of his in disclosing the contents of 
this letter. You should have suppressed it." And he 
went on to put a name to what you wrote-and 
would you like to know what? I am not going to tell 
you: I was upset even to listen to it. 3. So, let us 
leave him aside and go on to examine the charges. 
You must accept responsibility if you are proved a 

after his return from the embassy to Persia the previous 
summer (see L-etter 35). Lib&Tlius replies in kind. 

b Reminiscent of the intervention of Thrasymachus in 
Plat. Resp. 1.336b. 
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.I. ~ .1. ' , I " ..,..av'!lS OVKo..,..aVTTjS, eyw T€ otOW, 

X8€{Tjv. 
~ 1 I " ~"4. ''E~TjS ~71'€KTaTOV J.Leyav OVTa TOtS €pYOtS 

J.LtKPOV y€y€v~o8at TOtS 71'ap' EJ.LOV Aoyots, a~Tos 
8 I , '" rl8 '" , r '" , I ,

€ y€ €K€tvOS Tj €TO TOtS 71'ap TjJ.LWV €71'atVOtS' €L 
, 't 't .I. ~ ./, "'8 " , 8' '8'J.L€V ow €V ..,..pOVWV, 'f€V os TO oov' €t f OV fV 

'8' '" '\1 1\ , '" ,€L WS TWV 71'fpL I\oyovs, TOI\J.LTjOOV fL71'ftv KaL 
I " .I. '" \ ~ r , 8' I tl71'aVTa fyW ..,..avI\OS. o. OVTWOL f OK071'fL, 071'WS 

"'8//:. r \ '" n 2n , 1 , 1\
oaVTq> Of:,'!lS 0J.L0l\oy€tv, os, ov '!lTLaOW TO. J.Lfyal\a 

J.LLKPd. 71'0tftV, TOVTOV ~~TjS Til PWJ.L'!l TWV Aoywv 

alpftv Td. ~avAa. 71'apaLVW 8~ oot TOtS p,€V TWV 

pappri.pwv PovAfVJ.LaOt 71'oA€J.L€tv, oaVT~ 8€ J.L~. 
r \ '" , 't ,rJ.' r '" 16. \,TjI\OTV71'WV!L£V ow TOVS v..,.. Tj/LWV KOOJ.LOVJ.Lf

't '" " ,... .1.' ,...VOVS fV 71'OLfLS, ov yap KaKTjS ..,..VOfWS OTjJ.LftOV 
, "ll"" 1 ",, ,,...
€71'atvwV €71'WVJ.Lftv, J.Lfya yap £tS aOKTjOtv ap£TTjS 

71'oAAri.KtS CTjAoTv71'{a' J.L£J.L~oJ.L£VOS 8€ TO Ttvas 

T€TLJ.L~o8at A6yots dVTL TOV ~av£povv T~V £~~Tj-
1 1\' \ \ " "', '" J.Ltav, 71'0tKtl\OV 0.1\1\ ov y£vvawv €pyov 71'0t£tS. 

7 ".I. 8" \ , .\\" " ' .. Kat 71'PO..,..£p£ts "l £J.Lot TO 71'Ol\I\OVS £71'atv£tv, 
, , 8' , " ./. 1 , "', 1 ,€yw fOOt TO 71'aVTas 'f£y€tv. OVKOW aKptOta J.L£V 
, , .I.'" " 8/ " .1.\ 8 1£V aJ.L..,..otv, £x£t £ TLva TOVJ.LOV ..,..tl\av pW71'tav. 

/1;(1" Wolf. 

C Spectatus, during his short stay in Antioch after his 
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humbug: I shall, if I should be proved in the wrong. 
4. You asserted that Spectatus, despite the 

eminence which he has attained by his acts, has 
been denigrated by words of mine, though he at 
least was pleased with eulogies ofmine.c Now, ifhis 
judgment is right, then the falsehood is yours: but if 
he knows nothing about oratory, just dare to say 
s<t-and I shall be utterly worthless. 5. Look at it 
this way, ifyou want to appear consistent: you have 
accused someone of denigrating greatness and yet 
assert that this same man, by the force of his ora
tory, elevates the worthless. My advice to you, then, 
is to do batt1e against the plots of the barbarians, 
not against yourself. 6. So you do well to envy 
those who are honoured by me,d for the desire for 
praise indicates no base character. Envy often is a 
great incentive to the practice of virtue. But when, 
instead of declaring your appreciation, you level the 
reproach that certain people have been honoured by 
my oratory, your behaviour is underhanded, not 
that of a gentleman at all. 7. You allege against 
me the fact that I sing the praises of many people: I 
tell you that you censure everybody. So both of us 
display a lack of judgement, but my attitude does 
have some generosity. Nor is there anyone I have 

retul'!l from Persia, had received this eulogy from his 
cousin, who had sent a copy to Anatolius. 

d Cf. Plat. Sympos. 213d. 
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" \ \ 8I ", fl , I "" /Lal\l\ov £, OVK £aTtv ovnva £1Tnv£aa TO. OVK OVTa 

O I rl ( ....0' \ \ I ,,\ ....
1Tpoan £LS, wa1T£p 0 /LV OS al\I\OTpLa TqJ KOI\OLqJ 

I '\\' 1'.... I ", I
1TT£pa. 0.1\1\ qJ xpW/LaL VO/LqJ 1T£pL TOVS £1TatvoVS, 
" 8"'1' ! , IaKovaov. • ~v n TtS KPE'LTTWV /L£v XPTJ/LaTwv, 
fl 8' (8 .... ,.... " I Ii:.TJTTWV £ TJ OVWV, £K£tVO /L£V £1Tatvov T£V\£TaL, 

.... 8" .... I ", .... , I 
TOVTO £ £v aLyn K£La£TaL. KaL yap £L YTJV £1Tn

fl "', I 1'" " .... , .... 
vow, OVTWS av £1TOLOW. OLOV £t /L £XPTJV £1TaLV£tv 

, K '8 ' 8' K IlJ .... I' , ,TO. V TJpa, TO. £ vUTJpa vTJaos £anv £1TLK£L/L£VTJ 
,... II\ , ,1' \' , r'

TTl £I\01TOVVTJaqJ, TOV ow 1\0yOV £pya,:>0/L£vos 

8 \8' '" ("IJ ,\ , , \ I , ,t£1\ WV av ws £VfJOTOS Kat 1TOI\VOtVOS £Vl\t/L£VOS T£ 

, 11 , f'\ ,... " '.I."£anv TJ KaL VI\Tl KO/Lwaa, TTJV £tS 1TVpOVS 'fopav OVK 
'" " , .1. 8 ' ,'1 ,8' , rlav £1TTlVOW, £'f£V O/LTJV yap av, ov £ yap oans 
, 'r "A ' ,,... '''' , ....£YKW/Lta,:>£t TTJV TnKTJV, KaL TOVT av £t1T£tv 

" \ , 8' '8' 'i:. 1'''i:. ' ....£XOL, KWI\V£L £ OV £v £\ wv £\£anv £1Tatv£tv. 

9. 8av/La.Cw TOV 'AXtAMa, 8ton TOUS Tpwas 

" \ 8 ' r 'II \ '8 ' \.... .I.'TJl\aw£, aV/La,:>w TOV al\a/LTJ TJv a1TO TTJS aO'ftas. 
( 8' r, \ '( , .... '1' '.I. I° £ on /LTJ 1Tap £KaT£pqJ TaVT TJV a/L'f0npa 

~ty£tv aeLWV a8LK££'. 10. ~tp£, ££ aot AOYOV 
" I ,...,,1 8...A' 1"'" " E1TOLOW Ka! /L£ TOVT £1T£taas £ 'Iv£LS, ap av OL£L 

.... 8 .... '0 \8 ... " ,TqJ TJ/LLOVpYqJ 1TaVTaxo £v 1Tpoa£1\ £LV TOVS £1TaL
, ,,, " , .... 8" ,..

vovs; av /L£V LawS Ot£L, TO 1TpaY/La £ OV TOLOVTOV, 
'\)' l' ,"', " , I ,
u.1\/\ EL1TOV f.LfV av €'!Tlflf:t\f;LaV, aypv1TVLav, 1TOVOVS, 

e cr. Perry,Aesopica p. 361 no. 101. 
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praised by attributing to him something he does not 
have, like the jackdaw's borrowed plumes in the 
fable.e Just listen, and I will explain my methods of 
panegyric. .8. If there is anyone who is impervi
0us to money but subservient to pleasure, then I will 
give due credit for the first and draw a veil over this 
last. In fact, if I were speaking in praise of a coun
try, I would do the same. For instance, if I had to 
speak in praise of Cythera, Cythera being the island 
lying off the Peloponnese, in composing my oration I 
would describe its rich pastures and vineyards, fits 
fine harbour and its crown of trees, but I would not 
commend it for its production of corn; if I did, I 
would be lying. Nor yet in any oration in praise of 
Attica could this be said either, but there is nothing 
to prevent us praising it with the means at our 
disposal. 9. I admire Achilles for routing the 
Trojans, and Palamedes for his wisdom.g Anybody 
who regards it as a reproach that both commenda
tions are inapplicable to either of them is wrong. 
10. Look! If I compose a speech for you, supposing 
you had prevailed upon me to do so, do you think 
that the topics to be commended would present 
themselves to the composer from all points of the 
compass? You might think so, but the case is very 
different. I would refer to your industry, your 
vigilance, your exertions, your correct judgement, 

#'TT 1""l7.,.", AAA . nomer va. lD.4Ut>. 

g The inventor ofthe alphabet; cf. Eurip. Pal. fro 578-90 
Nauck, Aristoph. Thesm. 768 fr. 
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~~~ov 3p8~v, 7TpOVOLaV <'TOV>3 piAAov'Tos, ~po-
~I 1 'c 1 \ 1 " vTJ/La OLl<aLOV, YVW/LTJS O~V'TTJ'Ta, yI\W'T'TTJS LC1XVV, 

\ \' ~, (/ \'~" 1 ''1\'"7TOl\l\a 0 f.'Tf.pa, Kal\OV Of. KaL/Lf.yav OVK av f.L7TOV· 
, , ,/ ,... " ,... 1 11 . ov yap f.VL aOL 'Tav'T f.V 'To/ aW/Lan. . /Lf./LVTJ

/LEVOS oe XPTJ/La'Twv KAo7T~S /Lev (iv af. 7TAiia'Tov 
",J. ',J. 1 8'~" " ,...,,...f.'t'TJV a't'f.a'TaVaL, /LLa OV Of. /LTJ f.Xf.LV 'TTJS apf.'TTJS 
, '1\' " "a \11 ~,...OVK av LaxvpLaa/LTJV, f.Xf.LS yap 'Ta ,.,aaLI\f.WS owpa 

1 ,...,,... r 1 ", 1
Kat aot 'TTJS apXTJS 0 XPOVOS 'Tas OLKtas 7Tf.7TOtTJKf. 

7TOAf.LS clOtKovvn /Lev ouoEva, Aa/Lfiavovn oE. 

7ToAv 0' av ~a8a fif.A'Tlwv /LTJoa/Lo8f.v Aa/Lfiavwv, 

fuS Aa/L7Tp0Tf.pOV "'If. KtOVWV oDs 818wat fiaatAf.vs 'TO 

xp~/La 'T~S 06~TJS ~v ~ 7Tf.v{a ~epf.t. 12. Ka~ /L~v 
, ,... 1 1 " , (/ "rKaKf.LVO "'If. aov 'Tpaxv Kat OVX TJ/Lf.pOV 'TO KaKL':,f.LV 

r.f.V~POV, 8n O~ CwvTJS tOf.~8TJ oEbv ~LAoao~{Lv. f.l 
, ',J. \ ,J.I (I ',J.I ,.../Lf.V yap 't'LI\Oa0't'Las a7T'T0/Lf.VOS a7Tf.'t'f.pf.'TO 'TOV 

1 ,,,. , 1 ,J. \ ,J.t 1
aXTJ/La'T0S Kat TJV f.V 7TpoaTJyOpLCf 't'LI\Oao't' as Ka7TTJ
\ , 1 '1\' ..... ,~'" r,... ,...I\OS, f.LKO'TWS av f./LLaf.L'TO· f.L Of. 'TO /Lf.V TJYf.L'TaL /Lf.L

COV aV'TOV, CTJ'Tf.t OE nva Ka'Ta~vyf]v, 7TOV 7TATJ/L

,uA£t /L~ ~LAoao~wv; ~ Kat av /LaAAov (ipxwv ~ 
~LAoao~v clOtKf.LS; 13. t7Tf.t 8e 7ToAvs lYKf.taaL 

KW/Lo/0WV ~/LaS, Bn 7TpOS ae t/Lv~a8TJ/Lf.v cl~tw/La-

3 <'TOU> F, conj. Re. 
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your foresightedness, your upright character, keen 
intellect, powerful eloquence, and so on; but I 
would never call you handsome and tall. Your 
physical characteristics are not like that. 11. If I 
mention money, I would say that you are far 
removed from peculation, but I would not assert that 
you enjoy no reward for your ability, for you possess 
gifts from the emperor and your long period of office 
has made your villas into towns! You have done 
wrong to no one, but you do gather things to yourself. 
You would be a much better man if you had not, for 
the acquisition of a fame brought by poverty is 
more splendid than all the pillars granted by a prince. 
12. Moreover, another aspect of ungentle harsh
ness in you is your abuse of Severush for requesting 
an official position when he ought to be practising 
his philosophy. If it were the case that in embracing 
philosophy he was turning his back on what it 
entailed, if he were under the title of philosopher a 
mere huckster,i there would be good grounds for 
disliking him. If, however, he thinks it beyond him 
and looks for some other recourse, how is he in the 
wrong if he is not a philosopher? Are you too in the 
wrong for being a governor rather than a philo
sopher? 

13. And again, when you set about me and 

h BLZG 275 (v), PLRE 832 (9). He was unsuccessful in 
his present attempt to enter imperial service (Cwv7Js ~8(~87J), 
and despite his claim for sophistic immunity, he was to be 
called upon for curial duties twice in the next five years. 

i Cf. Plat. Prot. 3l3e. 
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'\I Ll \ ~, I ,1 ~\ r ~ I , \ 
1'OS, LaUL 1'0 7Tall a'YlIo1]aas. faXf Of ooOL. f/LOL 

~ \, ~ r \ I ~'fl ,~ I
aX1]/La /Lfll apKOVll OL I\O'YOL, OL OVS OVOf7Too7T01'f 

I , \ r I r ~ l' r \ 
1'a7TfW01'fPOll f/LaV1'Oll 1]'Y1]aa/L1]lI V/LoolI, 0011 1] I\a/L

I fl ~ 1\ l:. \ ~ \ \ Q I , ,/..
7Tp01'1]S OpKOS 1'OtS KOl\a~t' 7TpOS Of 1'011 I-'LOll a't'0p

\ \ ",.. ~ \1 \ ~ ~ 
/LaL 1'a 7Tap aV1'oolI 1'0011 I\oyooll /LLKpa /LtKpoolI Of0

I 14 I l' l' r ,.. l' " \ \ /Lflllf. • 1'lS OVll 1]11 0 1I0VS 0011 f7Tfa1'fI\l\Oll " 

'IaoKpo.1'1]S 7TapaLlIli 7Tftpall 7TOLftaBat 1'WlI ¢tAOOlI 
,1 " I rf " \ov7Too 7TapOVa1]S alla'YK1]S ooa1'f a1'VX1]aall1'l /L1] 

fIliaL {3Ao.{31]l1 Kat ¢1]aL Oftll /L~ OfO/Lf1l01l 7Tpoa7TOt
~ Ll \ ~,.. Ll 15 ,.. l' \ \

f LauaL 1'0 OflauaL. . 1'OLOV1'Oll 1]11 1'l Kat 1'0 
" ,.. \ Iy " \\ ,.. \

7Tap f/LOV' /L1] XP'[J':I oolI f7T1]'Y'Yf I\I\Oll. 1'OL'YapOVll av 
\ , '~!Ci:.' '\ ~ \ , 1\ \ Y I

/Lfll OVK fOLOOVS, fyoo Of f'Yfl\oolI KaL '::I1]/LtOV/Lf1l0S 
, ~ \ fl I \ I 16' \OVOfll fVpLaKOll aov 1'011 1'P07TOll. . OV /L1]1I 

I 1'rlLl '\\" \ I " 
7Tall1'a 'Yf fL PCfuv/LoS, al\l\ ftS 1'0 'YfllOS, fL7TfP 1'lS,
r' \,..,.., '~I 1"I '~I 
f1'Ot/LOS, KaL 1'0011 aOOll OLKfloolI LOLoo1'1]S OVOfLS. fL1' 
, \ \ .... V\\ ,.. \' I '1\ r 1 
f7TL /Lfll 1'0011 al\l\OOlI 1'l/LCfS 1'1]11 apf1'1]lI, Kall 0 1'av

" " I ,..\\ '1\ r 1
1'1]S a/LoLpos apx'[J, KfKpayas /Lal\l\oll 1] Ot 1'fP,lIOIU

\ I ~ \ rl ,/.. 1\ f'"1I0t' 1'0 'YfllOS Of OV1'OO aOL 't'LI\1'a1'Oll ooa1'f apXfW 

Oft 7To.'111'a OtKftO'll Kat d'iTE'£vat {3o.aaVOll, 1'OV1'O aOL 
I l' \ \ ,/.. 1\ , \,.. '1\

7Tapat1'1]ats 00'11 7TfpL 1'OVS 't'LI\OVS ap,fl\fLS, Kav 
, ,.. 1 ,..,.. " Ll \ ''/'' ,..
f KfWO 1'lS Ka1'1]YOp'[J, 1'OV1' a'll1'l1'WfLS a't'aLp'[J 
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scoffed at me for mentioning my position to you, you 
should realise that you have completely misunder
stood the matter. The fact is that my oratory gives 
me position enough, and because of it I have never 
regarded myself as more humble than you people 
whose high-and-mightiness is such that your 
flatterers take their oath by it. The small rewards 
actually to be gained from oratory are sufficient 
means of life for one whose needs are small. 
14. Then what was my intention in writing? Just 
this. Isocrates recommends us to put our friends to 
the test j before ever an emergency arises, so 
that, if unsuccessful, no harm is done. He says 
that we should pretend to be in need although we 
are not. 15. My request too was something of this 
sort: I put it forward, though I was in no need of it. 
So when you refused, I shrugged it off with a smile; 
without actually suffering loss, I discovered the sort 
of man you are. 16. To be sure, you are not com
pletely lackadaisical. You are ready to assist your 
family, ifever a man was, and none of your relations 
remains an ordinary citizen. Again, you respect 
ability in others. If anyone who does not possess 
it attains office, you shriek more loudly than people 
on the operating table, and yet your family is so 
very dear to you that every connexion of yours must 
needs hold office, without a word being said against 
him. This is your excuse for ignoring your friends. 
If anyone accuses you of that, you bring this for-

j Isocr. ad Demon. 24. 
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, 4 '"' './. 17 ~, 8 '"' ,<'TO> 'T7]S fL€fL'f'€WS, . apa cot OKW Kat 
" '8' I:. 1 ", , '8 '5'av'ToS €t €vat 'TO~E'V€tv 7] lTaCXE'tv €lTt'T7] €tos €tvat 
1 '"' \ \ 81 , , " , ,

fLOVOV; fLal\I\OV E', E't fLEV E''Tpwcas, Kat 'Tf'Tpwcat' 
, 8' ,y , '"' '5' '8' '"' 8'Y€t E' lTat~OV'TOS EKE'tVa 7]V, ov E' 'TaV'Ta ClTOV a~ov-

8' 8/ " ({j 1 '"' 1'TOS. 18. tKatoV E', E't'TE' 7]CUE't7]S 'TOtS ypafLfLaCt, 
'"' J.' "" " 8 {j ,1'TlfJ 'f'E'pOVTt 'T7]V xaptV E'XE'tv, E't'TE' 7]XUE't7]S, lTapa 

'"' J.' '8' \ Q '"', , ,'TOV "f'epOV'T0S 'T7]V tK7]V l\a,.,Etv. E'YVWKO'Ta yap fLE' 

( 'Y 1 " 'I 1 " 7]cvxa~E'tv lTaCatS avaYKats avovaptos €V7]yayEV, 
, , 1{j'8' '"'! \ 'I' ,aV7]p lTaV'TaXOUEV at E'CtfLOS 'Tl/lTOl\E't I\VlT7]cas fLEV 
'8' '8' l' , "8 8' 8" , l' (OV E'V ov E'va wv OVK E' E't, OVS E xapt'Tas EV ats 7] 

'"' 8' , J. '( ,.. 'J.' l'1'Tov. tKatoV fLEptS, "f'povp7]cas fLE'V tKaVWS E"f' lfJlTE'p 
, , '" 8" , 1''' I:. \ \ E'Tf'TaK'TO, 'TWV E' E'lTE'ty0f.LE'VWV OtS a~tov cVl\l\a

~wv, 3Alya AaAwv, lTpagat 8E'tv6s, 'TWV ytyvofLi
,... r .... \ \1 , \ 

vwv KaplTWV VlTE'POPWV 'TO 1T1\E'OV, lTPOC7]KWV fLE'V 
'Y , 8" 1 ",

fLEt~OCt, C'TEpyWV E' 'Ta lTapOV'Ta, 'T7]V E'lTtEtKEtaV 
" 1 " 1 ,E'V lTpaYfLa'Tt 'T7]p7]cas OVK aVE'XOfLE'VlfJ XP7]C'T'O'T'7]

t\ 8'8 " .1. l,f {j rf'T0S. EV E' OtKa fL7] fLE'fL'f'l/ 'Toll avupWlToV, OTt fLot 
1 ( 1 

lTaV'Ta VlTOVpY7]CE'V. 

4 a~aLpfl <TO> F.: a~(pfl V, corrected from -01 S: a~aLPf.ZTO Vi: 
-o1TO CVind. D: a~lpiiTa! Wolf (Vo). 
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ward and rid yourself of the reproach. 17. Well, 
then! Do you think: that I too have some skill as a 
marksman or am I fit just to be a target? To put it 
another way, if you inflict a wound, you have been 
wounded yourself, but if your remarks were in jest, 
mine are not in earnest, either. 18. It is right and 
proper for you, if you are pleased with this letter, to 
show your gratitude to the bearer and, if you are 
annoyed, to punish him. You see, I had made up my 
mind to keep quiet, but Januariusk prevailed upon 
me by all the means at his disposal. He is univer
sally respected in the city; and has never caused any 
annoyance to people who do not deserve it; the 
favours he dispenses are justified, and he is pretty 
careful in the performance of his duty. When people 
demand his assistance, he helps those it is right to 
help. He says little, and is efficient in action; and 
generally ignores the profits which accrue. He is 
fitted for greater things, but is content with what he 
has, and maintains a correct attitude in a situation 
which allows no scope for virtue. The one thing I am 
afraid of is that you will disapprove of him for his 
invaluable services to me. 

k PLRE 454 (4). Evidently in imperial service. He is 
recommended also in an earlier letter to Aristaenetus (Ep. 
20.3ff). 
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41. M08taTw• 
'A I \,/.. I a ", (/ ,,..1. KOVW TOVS 't'0fJOVS E'tS aK}L1]v 1]KE'W Kat Tft' 

TI /,/..I I \, c;:. 'a ' 
E'paTJ yE''t'vpas yE'yoVE'vat Kat T1]V otafJaatv E'V 

\ l' \ e;:. ,.. 'Y' I \
XE'paw E'wat. aot OE' TOVTO }LE't':,W }LE'V 7TOtE'LTW T1]V 

' I e;:.\,.. I I,.. ,
7Tp6Votav, a7TE'aTW OE' T1]S 7TpOVOtas TapaX1]. TOVT 

, \, I \ \e;:.1 il ,.. r , 
aVTO yap 7TOt1]aE't Kat TO ovvaauat 7TPOVOE'LV, WS E'V 

'" / il ,\ " I ,/..\ '" 
Tft' TE'TapaxuaL TOVS /\oyta}LOVS avaYK1] TV't'/\OV

il 2 a I e;:.1 '" '" aUaL. . UappVVE'TW OE' aE' 7TPWTOV }LE'V TO }L1] 

I ,'" I \",a' 'a\I
7TPWT1]V aVTft' TaVT1]V TO/\}LaauaL T1]V E'LafJO/\1]V, 

, \ \' " , , I , t. l' \ '" c;:. a'"
a/\/\ aE't }LE'V aVTOV, E'~ OV 7TO/\E'}LE'L, otafJ1]vaL 7TE'L

'" a ill c;:. \ , , ,.. r '" I .1. il
paauaL, 7TauOVTa OE' aE't KaKWS aVTft' }LE'}L'f'aauaL 

'" , \ ~ 3'/ ,,.. \ I
T1]S E'/\7TLOOS. • E'7TE'tTa ov TOLS 7T/\E'WaL 7TaVTa

,... \ ,.., \ il '" '\\' r , \\\ \ 
XOV TO VLKav aKO/\OVUE'L, a/\/\ WS Ta 7To/\/\a T1]V 

\ I r ,.. a "',/..' a I , c;:.\
7TO/\VXE'tpLav 1]TTaauaL T1]S aO'f'tas aV}LfJaLVE't. E't OE' 

, \ I , I 1'"e;:. c;:. I , I 
TO 7TI\E'OV taxvpOTE'pOV 1]V, E'OE'L 01]7TOV TOV TOVTOV 

7Tp6yovov KT~aaa8aL T~V tEAAa8a. vvv 8~ otaOa 
( , I \' I , a ,.. ,/.. / c;:.\
WS E'aTpaTE'VaE' }LE'V E'KE'tV1]S E'7TWV}LWV, 't'E'vywv OE' 
, ,-£I , ill a", , \ '" , '" l' 
E'KE'WE'V E'7TE'UV}LE'L awu1]vaL. OV yap TWV aVTWV 1]V 
" ~ I \ , c;:. " ,..,,..
0P1] TE' OWPVTTE'W Kat avopwv KpaTE'tV apE'T1]S. 

' 't. c;:.\ \ l' ,.. a \ I4. E'VTE'V~E'Tat 01] Kat OVTOS VVV fJov/\E'v}Laat aTpa
,.. (\, \ e;:.c;:.It. r'/ 1\\ l'TTJYC!..W, O{ aVTOV o£Oa{;ovatV WS apa Ka/\/\£Ov 1]V 

a To Modestus, Comes Orientis, just after the start of 
the campaigning season of 359. The Comes, unusually for 
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41. To Modestusa 

1. I hear that our fears have come to a climax, 
that the Persian king has got bridges and that the 
crossing is in his hands. Let this increase your con
cern, but let there be no panic in your concern. This 
is the very thing that will enable you to think ahead, 
since amidst panic the faculty of reason must needs 
be blinded. 2. Let it be of encouragement to you, 
first, that this is not the first time he has ventured 
upon invasion, but from the beginning of hostilities 
it is always he who attempts the crossing and 
always he who receives a mauling and reproaches 
himself for his hopes. 3. Secondly, victory does 
not always attend the big battalions; for the most 
part superior numbers are overcome by intelligence. 
If numbers always won the day, then obviously the 
ancestor of the present kingb would have been 
bound to gain possession of Greece. As it is, you 
know that he began the campaign with that ambi
tion, but in his flight from Greece his ambition was 
to save himself. It is by no means the same thing to 
cut canals through mountains as to overcome the 
courage of men. 4. So the present king too will 
contend with the strategy of generals who will teach 

a civilian official, had some military functions to perform 
on the frontier. 

b Both Persian and Roman maintain the fiction that 
Xerxes was the ancestor of Sapor; cf. Amm. Marc. 17.5. 
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C Cf. the proverbial V\fJ.~!tos ap~p of ParO€m. Gr. 1.73, 
itself derived from Homer Il. 1.225. 

42. 0qlL(j1'tr7/ 
'A\\~ v , , \ 1. \1. /\/\ ft1) 1'aV1'1)1.I '}If (jot 1'1)1.1 ya(jTt:pa 1</\1)

1 Schol. Be: Z"lrovpros r(w 0£pif1rop roil lu/3a.plolJ rOKovs Ka.WOUS 

oils ;TLKrfP tP KWPf1raprwolJ'lTo'\n Pa.f1L'\MPTOS 'IolJ'\LClPoil t8~'\G!.lf1fP tK£C' 

pos 'lTfpi roil ya.p.olJ Ka.t r~s ywaLKOs a.broil, Ws 'OUK lf1rL PW tp.oi KatpOs roil 

rlKT(W '\o"OlJs aM" 'lTat1la.s tK ywa!KOs, ~P aprlws ~p,a.S thlCw Ka.t 

'lTar~p ~f1£f18a.! 'lTaL8wp. ra.ilra yap t'ITa.yy''\Afral P,O! r~s ywaLKOs ya.ar~p 
t'ITftyopiP,., r€KfLP, 'lTpOS BKat f1wnlxolJ ~p,ip.' ra.ilra yp&.!/;ClPros 0€p,tf1r[olJ 

f~Xfra.! 0Atpo.p!os· '11",\' €r,., yi P,O! r~p ya.cr(p<1 r~s YWa.tKOs.' 

U Seeck places this letter in autumn 360, Silomon 
(p.43) to sometime between 357 and 361, Bouchery 
(p.125) to summer 359. This is the only fragment of 
Themistius' letters to survive. 
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him that he would do better to do battle against 
deer.c For if he crosses the Tigris, he will not 
succeed against the fortified towns, and he will be 
unable to harm or harvest the countryside, since it 
is ravaged alreadyd and, as for the towns in the 
Euphrates valley, he will continue in his efforts to 
take them but will never be seen to do so, for our 
emperor's Fortune walls them around. 5. This is 
what we should expect the outcome to be, but with 
regard to your personal affairs, which required the 
confirmation of a letter from Hermogenes, e I have 
not been idle. We mice try to help you lions rather 
more than you lions try to help us.f 

d By the scorched earth policy of the Romans, Amm. 
Marc. 18.7.4. 

e Praetorian prefect. These negotiations are mentioned 
in Epp. 55, 58. 

f Cf. Aesop. Fab. 256, Babr. Fab. 107, ELF 188 (377d). 

42. To Themistiusa 

1. I trust that this wombb will bear you heirs, 

b Scholiast on Berolinensis: "Libanius asked Themis
tius for, the new offspring he was producing in Constan
tinopie in the reign of Julian. In reply, referring to his 
marriage and his wife, he declared, 'now is not the time for 
me to produce orations, but children from my wife. I have 
recently married her and hope soon to be the father of chil
dren. That is \x/hat my ,vife's \vGmb promises me, for it is 
eager to give birth. Please join me in praying for this." 
This is Themistius' second wife (§ 2), a Phrygian. 
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I ~" I ~" a' \ \a'povop.ovS 'TEKEtV Kat p.r; P.OVOV 'Tr;S OVGtas, 1\1\ 

Kat 'T~S Cfo~las, ~V o~ AEtP.WVOS 7TOtKtAW'TEpaV OEL

I 	 1\ ~,\ \ \ " 
KVVWV 7Tal\at Kpa'TEtS, Et P.EV KaL 'TOVS 'Tav'TO GOt 

\ I ,~( (I ~\ ( I fj
KaI\OVp.EVOvS OVK OLQa, ot pr;'TOpES OE r;'T'Tr;p.EfJa. 

I \ '!' ~m I I t'1 \ \2. 'TEWS P.EV ow 'T'f/ 'lIPVyLq. GWExaLpov, r; KaL GE 

\ \ I '~/t. ~ ~\ ~ 1\ 1\M
KaL 'TOVS yap.ovs EOE~a'TO, vw OE 'T'f/ Eyal\'f/ 7TOML 

I , \ Q I \ \ Q I \ I J. 
GE 'TE 	 a7Tol\ajJoVG'f/ KaL 7TpOGl\ajJovG'f/ 'Tr;V vvp.'f'r;v, 

'r ~ , \ \ , , I \ M I 
p.aKapL~w OE KaL 'TOV OVK a7TOV'TOS O'ov 'Tr;V Eya

\ \/. I 1\ tl '~" "./.
1\r;v O'f'OP.EVOV 7TOI\W, 0'Tl av'T"!v OV'TWS 0'f'E'TaL 

1\ 3 \ \ '!' ~ I ,
p.Eyal\r;V. . 'TOV P.EV ow 'TWV 7Tpayp.a'TWv 7TOVOV 

, fj I K\ I '''' ~\ E' IaVEfJr;Kap.Ev I\EapXlfJ, 7Tapa GOV OE VG'T0XLOS 
fj I ,.. 0""" ,... ., I "~l

'Tlp.r;fJr;'TW 'TlfJ VOP.LG r;vat 'TOV'TO 07TEP EG'TLV. EG'Tl 
~ \ \ \ , 0I , "'! tl J. 1\ 
OE Kal\OS Kaya os, Kav 'TOtS 7Tpayp.aGtv a 'f'tI\OV 

J.~ r ,..! '" \ , ! fj 4 !Ga'f'r; ~ ,,!'TEL 7TaV'TES E7T av'TOV EpX0p.EfJa. • 'Tlp.a 
~ \ '\ \,.. 'r \ '" ~ \ ,..r ,~
OE av'TOV Kat 'TlfJ P.Et~OVt, Kal\W OE P.EL~OV 'TO GWV 
'''' \! t'1, \ \ ~ IaKOVGaL l\oyWV' OVS EL P.EV Kawovs OELKVVEtS, KaL

"" 2 fj , \ ! .1. " , ~, , ,
vr;S fJOWr;S P.E'TaN'l'f'E'Tat 'TO P.EpOS· EL 0 OVK EV 

, ,..,." ,.., \,... .,\ r I 

'TOV'TlfJ VW ELr;S, 'TOtS 7Tal\atotS av'TOV EG'Tta, 
~ \ \ ~!! , \ (! "" tl

p.al\l\ov DE, 7TaV'TWS av'TOV EG'TlaGElS KalVOtS' 0 'Tl 

yo.p Ci.v ~6€yg'f/' 'TOV'TO 'TWV yEypap.p.evwv oli 

XEtpOV. 

2 Katl'~S Fabricius, F. Kot~ Wolf(Mss.). 

c cr. Or. 13.45, [Plat.] Axioch. 371c. 
d Eustochius (see below), 
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and not only to your estate but also to the philoso
phy wherein, by revealing it more verdant than any 
meadow,c you have long been preeminent-whether 
over those who go by the same title as yourself I can
not say, but we orators are outdone. 2. For some 
time, then, I congratulated Phrygia for welcoming 
both you and your nuptials, but now I congratulate 
the capital for reclaiming you and gaining your 
bride also, and I also count as lucky the mand who 
will see the capital at a time when you are not 
absent, for he will see it a capital in very truth.e 

3. The actual performance of the business we have 
entrusted to Clearchus/ your job is to honour 
Eustochius,g by regarding him as what he is. He is 
a true gentleman, and in such business as requires a 
true friend we all have recourse to him. 4. Invest 
him with an even greater honour, namely, allow 
him to hear your orations. Should these be fresh 
ones which you deliver, he will partake of a fresh 
feast. Should you not at present be so engaged, 
regale him with your old ones, though in any case 
you will regale him with something fresh, for any 
words of yours will not be inferior to your writings. 

e Seeck and PLRE assume that this refers to 360, when 
Themistius had relinquished his post as proconsul of the 
city. This compliment, however, seems more appropriate 
to a time when he actually held the office (i.e. before Dec. 
359). 

f BLZG 108 (i), PLRE 211 (1). Closely associated with 
Themistius, he held some unknown post in Constantinople 
in 359/60, at the beginning of his career. 

g BLZG 149 (i), PLRE 313 (3). 
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43. 0€fJ,L(JT{'f? 

(Y' , "",' \ \ 	 \ "" , ,1. TT£P p,£v TWV al\l\wv (J£ TTapaKal\wv £K£t

" 8 8' I '0 \ , 8'" ,VOLS 'f?p'1]V L ovaL XaPLV, I\Vp'TTL'f? £ -£L n TTpa

eaLS K£xapL(Jp,evov, A~tfr£(J6a{ (J£ p,o.AAOV ~ 8w(J£tv 
r"" , l' " (' 'M1]yovp,aL xapLv. OVTOS yap £(Jnv 0 T1]V p,£v aKE

' '8' -, " ~, (; \6'8	OVLav EV aLp,ova TTOL1](Jas apn TTaLUWV E!> EI\ WV, 
\ 8' " ''''' \ , ,J.. , "', t ' TO E apx£tv p,ETa TaVTa TTI\EOV 't'VYWV 1] E':,1]T1](Jav 

~TEpOL. 2. TW 8LKa{w 8! OVTWS abT6v 8e8wKEv 
l l 

rl , 8' ~ """ "" ,J.. IW(J'TE a tKOVp,EVOS p,tV TTas ETTt TOVTOV KaTa't'EV

, / 8' , Q ' "" 8'8 "" YEt, TOVS Vop,OVS E EK,.,atvwv TOVTOV E OtK£, TOtS 

8' " r "" / 8" '''''8E apxov(Jtv TJp,wv p,La (JTTOV TJ T1]V TTapa TOV E 
.I."",J.. \ Q "" 3" 8' , " ,'t'TJ't'0v l\a,.,Etv. . EyW £ Kat aVTOS TTaTpLKTJV 

8 8 (;/ ,J.. \/ t , / (" "" 
to. Ef,;ap,EVOL 't'tl\tav, 0 p'EV TTaVTa VTTEP Ep,OV 

"" ",.. 8' " " 06 /TTOVEt, TTap Ep,OV E ETTatvos ELS TTJV TTp vp,Lav' 
"" (; , '8' '" 8 ' " , \ \ , ,11paf,;at yap ov EV av vvatp,TJv t(Jov. 0.1\1\0. (JV "IE 

, "8 "Q "" \ \ 8' ", ITOV av po. ap,Et,.,ov, p,al\l\ov E p,tKpa avn p,Eya
\ t, t "" , ~ 4 l' 1 " I\WV VTTEp TJp,wv avnuos. . OVTOS "IE EtS TTJV 
r, / f3 \ , , ''''' 'tvp,ETEpav p,ETE(JTTJ OVI\TJV aTTO TTJS p,Et':,OVOS, (JVY

, 8" 't \ "" 'tp / ''''' ~YVW(J,[) E EL p'EL':,W Kal\W TTJV wp,atWV (JE TTJ(JU£ 
" 16"""· 't "" t\ ,EXOV(JTJS. YEVt(J W TOtvVV aVT'f? TTap vp,wv a TTap 

a Bouchery 137 ff. Themistius, as proconsul of the city 
of Constantinople, was busily recruiting. new senators, 
bringing the numbers up from 300 to 2000 (Them. Or. 
34.13). 
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43. To Themistiusa 

1. When I approached you on behalf of others, I 
thought that I was doing them the favour, but if you 
should act in Olympius'b favour, I believe that you 
will be receiving rather than granting it. He is the 
one who, when he had barely left boyhood, brought 
prosperity to Macedonia and thereafter avoided 

" office more sedulously than others seek it.C 2. He 
has so devoted himself to justice that every victim of 
wrongdoing flies to him for protection, every 
transgressor of the laws holds him in fear, and our 
governors' sole ambition is to win his approval. 
3. He and I have inherited a friendship from our 
fathers, and he makes every effort on my behalf,d 

while from me comes commendation for his zeal, for 
no action of mine could come up to it. But do you, at 
least, give the man his due, or rather on my behalf 
make some small return to him for his great ser
vices. 4. He has been transferred to your Senate 
from the superior one-and you will pardon me for 
calling the Roman Senate superior when yours has 
you in it. So let him have from you what he had 

b BLZG 223 (ii), PLRE 643 (3); Libanius' lifelong friend, 
cf. Or. 63. Olympius' case is discussed by Petit, "Les Sena
teurs de Constantinople," Ant. Class. 26: 366-70. 

C This office was held before 356. The difficulties which 
arose from it explain his reluctance to proceed further on a 
career ofoffice (Epp. 581, 256.9). 

d Cf. Letter 53.2. 
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" ,'t"" " , .....fKfLVWV. Tt OW; fKfLVOtS 7]PKft Towop,a aVTOV 
, r "', , ,L6 5 '"' \ \ 8' ,7Tap aVTOtS eyyfypa'f' at. . p,al\l\ov f p'7]Tf 

TOUTO 8wT! p,~T! p,fL,w T~S 8wap,!ws '7]TfITf. tv 
, " t:.' ....." '....'0 \ , p'fV yap f~fTaaft TWV aptaTwv 7TpWTOS I\Vp,7TtoS, 

'!' 8' , ,., 8.....' (I ..... 8'ov f ftafVfYKfLV ft, 7TaVTWV vaTaTOS. yvwvat f 
r..... ...., ( " ,...., ,

aot pq.aTov T7]S Ovatas TO p'fTpOV 7Tapa TWV f7Tt 

TOUTCf T!Tayp,ivwv. 6. 8ft 8~ af 1TapaT7]pftV, 
t, '!\ 8I , ,L' (I , , 8 ' 7]VtKa av fll xp7]p,aTa 'f'fPfLV, 07TWS P,7] a tK7]

,,, I r I '!\ \.... ,
a7]Tf, Kat fTt yf 7TpOTfpOV, 7]VtKa av Kal\7]T! TOVS 

\ '(I , 6' ~-' , 7'fJOVl\fVTaS, 07TWS fV fVex P,7] KLV7]a7]Tf. . P,7]

T7]P Tf yap aOTCf 'waa tv TatS Tou8f Xfpat I(a~ 
y.... I 8 ' ..... (I "t:. " t..... " 
~waa yf to. TOVTO, OTt f~faTLV aVTOV opav, TOV

8' , '1\ , 8 I " \ \ ,vop,a OVI( av 0.11'0 7]p,taS fVfYl(at, I(at TO. 7Tpa
", ...., I ....

yp,a.Ta, ft Tt YfVOtTO TOLOVTOV, OLX7]afTat. TaVTa 

8£ 001( av au 8tatP6ap~vat 8i~aLO. 8. 7TfLaas 8~ 
, r r,.. , " , ..... fJ 6' ,aaVTOV, ws 7]p,LV Tf fl( TWV aVTWV 07] 7]aftS l(aL 

Til tPt'AoaotPLq. 7TpOa~I(OVTa 7Tpa.~fLS, Ka.6apaV ~p1v 
, \"87TapaaK£vaaov 'f7]V a £tav. 

e As senator of Rome, Olympius had obtained exemp
tion from the entry payment (the (ollis), cf. Ep. 252.1. His 
situation was complicated, so Libanius asserts (Ep. 251 
§6), by Llte nllstJ:llre of the officials in Constantinople who 
confused him with another Olympius and saddled him 
with the obligations ofthe other. 

fThe censuales, whose duty it was to decide into which 
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from them.e And what then is this? They were 
satisfied with the registration of his name with 
them. 5. Or-better-neither grant him this nor 
seek of him what is beyond his power to give; for in 
an examination of the best men, Olympius will come 
first, but where a monetary contribution is involved, 
he will be the last man home. You can very easily 
get to know his financial situation from the officers 
in charge of that department.f 6. You must 
indeed be careful, whenever there is any need of a 
monetary contribution, that you inflict no injustice, 
and-still more important-that when you convene 
your senators, that you do not uproot him from 
here.g 7. He has a mother living in his care, and 
living only because she can see him. She could not 
bear the mention of his departure from home, and 
should such a thing happen, his position will be 
ruined. You would not wish such a disaster to occur. 
8. Then, in the conviction that you will simultane
ously be assisting us and acting in a manner 
befitting philosophy, ensure for us that his immun
ity remains unimpaired. 

of the three classes of senator the candidate was to be 
placed following an assessment of his property. 

g Senators at Rome were compelled to reside in the 
Capital (Dig. 1.9.11). Olympius seems to have managed to 
secure exemption from this, but this exemption had to be 
renegotiated both with Themistius as proconsul and with 
the prefect who succeeded him. For details, cf. Petit in 
Ant. Class 26: 347-383. 
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44. 0e/LLuTlq,J 

1. OOK l:J.pa SU1 U1TOVS~S /Lovov 1TAfJpo'iS TO fiov
\ 1 Q \ ,.. ~ \ \' ~ '('~ 1/\eVTfJpLOV ,.,OV/\eVTWV, a/\/\ IfVfJ Kat eVuOVTL KVP

K 1\ 'r.... 'l. , r ,.. " 
TOS. e/\uos yap ° TWV /L~V 1Tap fJ/LLV apLaTos, 

,.. ~,~,.. " ,... ~,... 1 , 1
TWV oe eKeL /LeTa ae TOVTO aKOVUat 1Tpe1TWV, aVTo

~ " il,... I~ 'ill 2 ' /LaTos e1T ayauwv aweopLOV ayauos. . KatTot 
1 r" / ,..., V ~ ,.. ,

1TaVTa fJ/LtV KeKLVfJTat TOV TOV avopa TWV 1Tap 
r .... ,... ..!. r ~, vJ. /
fJ/LLV 1TpoaTfJvat 1TpaY/LUTWV. 0 oe e'f'aaKe xwpav 

SuiJKeLV ~V t1TtJveae 0e/LlaTtos. Kat TO a6~ta/La 
,~ ,... 3 r, ", \ \ B' , il /OVK ayvow. . ot /Lev yap a/\/\ot oa1Topov tXuvo

fVTa 1T080vvTes tK€LUe TpeXOVUL, Tc{J SE- T~S /LE-V 
, ,... , I \ ~ 1 ~ \ I r I'r
apXfJS ov /LeMt, vO/LL~et oe, et 1TO/\LTfJS V/LeTepos 

, ,,... Q 1 il ,... ~I ~ ~ 

yeVOtTO, /LeTa aov ,.,tWafuuaL. TOVTO oe eaTLV ev 
J.\ J.I Q.... 'l' '~\' ,~ 1'f't/\oa0'f'LCf ,.,tWVaL, fJS OVK o/\tyov ev .LitKvWVtCf 

/LeTaaxWv /LaAtUTa 1TpoaSoK~ /LeTaax~afLV 1Tapd. 
1 4' , , .,. (II:. "~,~ ,..

aOL. . f/LOt /LfV ow f~eL TOVp.oV e1TLTfJofV/La Xet
,... Q-n"" ~ I " t"\ ,pOV TOV 1Tapa,.,o'fVowTOS a1TOVTos, Kat 1TpOS OV fK-

J.I '\,.. r! ,! ,..
'f'fPWV Ta /\V1TOVVTa PCfWV ey'yvo/LfJV, TOVTOV 
, , ", ,! ! il ~'l.' ill 
eyyvs OVK fXWV aVtaao/Lat, yLyVfuuW o~ ayauov Tt 

a Bouchery 142 if. The letter dates to early autumn 359 
(so Bouchery), when Themistius as proconsul was still 
recruiting his new senators. Celsus-BLZQ 104 (i), PLRE 
193 (3), with stemma, 1139-had been officially nom
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44. To Themistiusa 

1. You do not, after all, simply use conscious 
effort to fill the Senate with senators: the fish now 
land themselves while you snooze.b For Celsus, the 
best of those among us, and deserving of being so 
called among you-second to yourself-of his own 
volition comes to you, 'a good man to a council of 
good men.C 2. Yet we left no stone unturned to 
put the man in charge of our affairs, but he replied 
that he sought the place praised by Themistius. Nor 
am I unaware of the attraction. 3. For all the 
rest, in their desire for the "Bosporus rich in fish"d 
scurry there, whereas he has .no interest in office, 
but believes that, if he becomes a citizen of yours, he 
will live his life with you-that is, live it in philoso
phy. In Sicyone he gained no small part of that, 
but he expects to gain the greatest part with you. 
4. Though my own way of life will be the worse 
with the departure of my supporter, though I shall 
be grieved not to have by my side him who gave me 
comfort when I revealed my troubles to him, let 

inated, and now requests a three-month delay before 
taking up residence in the capital (a necessary 
qualification) and a moderate entry fee. The letter is 
delivered, together with Epp. 84-5, by Macedonius. 

b Proverbial: cf. Ep. 1385.4, Plat. Legg. 7.823e, Paroem. 
Gr. 1.281. 

C Cf. Plat. Sympos. 174b, with Scholiast. 
d Herod. 4.88. 
e Cf. Them. Or. 23.295b-296a. 
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K /\ '" fI IQ 1\ IMace Ka.t Ta.P.a. 07TJI ,.,OVI\€Ta.L XWP€LTW. 7Ta.J/TWS 

tK TWV Toilo€ 7Ta.pa.p.v8la. Tots tP.Ots. 5. vilv p.e:v 

oOv a.VTOV ~ n P.~T1JP Ka.t tyw Ka.£ 7TOAAOl Ka.TI.xo

P.€V &'s tvov 7TpO Toil X€LP.WVOS ~p.tV n xa.ptaa.a8a.t 
, , t ,... '\8'" ",J.8 0' "t ",...Kat 7Ta.p vp.a.S €I\ €LJI, € 'f 1J € a.VTOV 1J 7T€PL a.VTOV 

0' \ ',J.' ~ , '81 I I:. ,...€I\TOS, € 'f 1I Ta. €LW oTa. 7Tpa.r:;€LS 7Ta.pa.T1JpWV
f' I " '. , I \ '0 I ,t,...07TWS P.€TPLOV €aTa.L TO a.Va.I\WP.a.. € OK€L ya.p 1Jp.LJI 
l' I "0 \ I " 1fLJIa.L xa.pL€aT€pOV 1J 1J 7TOI\LT1JV a.VTOV y€y€V1JP.~VOV 

~ Y€V1Jaop.fVOV a.fJTOv1 UVa.L. 

1 a.v.rovom. F (Vi WVind.). 

a A fellow sophist in Armenia: BLZG 194 (iv), PLRE 
500 (9). Libanius here assumes a seriQ-comic tone to 
examine what later turns out to be a comedy of errors, for 
in Ep. 94 the missing messenger makes his long-delayed 
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Celsus enjoy his good fortune and let mine go as it 
likes. Certainly from his fortunes there will come 
some consolation for my own. 5. Hence his 
mother and I, and many besides, now try to keep 
him with us, believing it possible for him, before 
winter comes, to grant us this much favour and still 
reach you. The letterf about him comes in advance 
of him, and in consequence of it, do as you usually do 
and ensure that his expenditure is moderate. We 
believed it to be nicer for him to come as a citizen 
already made rather than as one in the making. 

f The 8().'TOS is his official nomination; d. Petit in Ant. 
Class 26:347-383. 

45. To Leontiusa 

1. I have received your earlier letter too, and my 
pleasure at so doing you would never guess. The 
most pleasing part of it was that, on hearing that I 
was going to write to you, even though you had not 
yet received my letter, you behaved just as though 
you had. 2. However, the bearer of your letter to 
me gave it to me in the city square, and told me that 
he would come presently to the city hall, b where I do 
my teaching. You see, my dear Leontius, the temple 

reappearance to collect the reply, having in the meantime 
taken himself offto Phoenicia. 

b The location of Libanius' school since his appointment 
as official sophist after the death of Zenobius. This was to 
be so for the rest of his life. 
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'(/ ",L" ", ( ....1T0LfLVLWV a 11'01'£ £TP£Of£V £aT£p1JTaL KaL faTLV 1JfLLV 

aOfopfL1J',L '8 ' (' t - £L1TWV".,aKpvwv, 071'01'£ 1Tap OLfL£V ovv 

eK£tVos, dJS ~e£L, KalTLva 1Tp08vfLlav ev8£Led.fL£vos 
,/ ( 8'('" ""'" WC11T£P ap1Taa £LS V1T aV£fLwv OVK £1' £V£TVX£ fLOt. 

" '1/ " " , '8 r 8'3. Kayw c:!fL1JV aVTOV aKOVTa a1T£V1JV£X aL, 0 

" , "'8 '1\ , 8~ "r , "8 ' apa £VTav a wv a1Tf wpaaK£. TO yap WS £VTav a 
, '1/ ,,, '8' 8' ,£aTLV 1JKovaa 1Tapa TOV Ta £vnpa OVTOS. KaL 
" , '\1 1"~.
Laws aVV£Y£V£TO aVfLfLopLCf KOl\aKWV, ots TO fL'l 

, ,,,, \ f3 ,,' , 8'1Tap £fLOV ypafLfLaTa I\a £LV K£xapLaTaL. £t £ 
" , , 1 'I\',!
£K£LVOLS £VT£TVX1JK£L 1Tponpov 1J £fLOL, 1TaVTWS 
'1\ , "', 'r \ \ " '8 ....av aVTOLS £xapL!:, £1'0 KaL TO fL1J Ta aa ovvaL. 

'8! 8' r/ '8' l' "" ./. "84. £ aVfLaaa £, 01TWS OV OLS vvv £ypa.,.,as £ £L

eas dJS KopaaLo fLOV T~V t1TLaToA~v. Kat 1TaVTax~ TO 
'" ',L' " , , I· r '" \1TpaYfLa aTp£Ofwv OVK £XW T1JV aLTLaV £Vp£LV. TO 

fLtv ya.p tA8£tV dJS bfLfi.S EVfLd.8LOV 81JAOVTaL TOtS 

"I,L I 8 .... ' '\8'" !1Tap OfLKpaTOVS £vp £1\ ovaL ypafLfLaaLV, 
rl 8' , r....., , 8 '" \ , ,
1JKOVTa £ 1Tap vfLas OtfLaL fL1J ovvaL I\OYOV OVK 

C As part of the programme of secularisation since the 
time of Constantine pagan temples had been given over to 
other purposes. Thus the Museum in 335 was requisi
tioned for the Comes Orientis (Malal. 318.23), and other 
temples became the location for schools (Or. 1.102). These 
included the Tychaeum: in 363, the tradespeople gathered 
there to present their grievances (cf. Letter 110.4). Julian 
is critical of this in ELF no. 176. 
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of Fortune has been robbed not just of the rest of its 
glory but also of the classes it once nurtured, and 
gives me cause to weep every time I pass it. C Any~ 

way, he told me that he would come and expressed 
considerable eagerness,. but he did not meet me 
again. It is just as though he has been carried offby -. 

a whirlwind. 3. I thought that he had been taken 
off against his will, but it appears that he was here 
all the time and had deserted, for the bearer of your 
second letter informed me that he was here. 
Perhaps he fell in with a gang of flatterers, whom he 
obliged by not taking a letter from me. But had he 
met them before meeting me, he would certainly 
have obliged them by not delivering your letter at 
alLd 4. But I am surprised that in your present 
letter you have not given any indication of receiving 
my letter, either: and although I examine the 
matter from every angle, I am unable to discover the 
reason. That Eumathiuse has arrived among you is 
proved by Iphicrates,r letter now to hand, but for 
him to have arrived and not delivered it I think 

d As a sophist himself, Leontius would be well aware of 
the possible devices Libanius' rivals might use to reduce 
his standing. 

e Pedagogue of Anatolius, son of the Armenian 
Adamantius; BLZG 135 (ii). 

f Armenian, father of Libanius' pupil Maximus; BLZG 
187. The passage indicates the time of writing to be after 
the start of the school session beginning in autumn 359. 
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~xetv,1 b7Ttp oli 7TOAAOVS Kat KaAOVS 8t~A8e AOYOUS 
, ,C1 8'" 1\ \ "" \'KaL 7TpOS ov etv e7Tt.anI\MLV OUK aV'1Ke I\eywv, 

tl "" \ \ , " C1 l' , ,waT eyw IMV 7TOl\l\aKtS '1pop.'1V ov '1ye veov, et 
'8 r ~ -- , , , ~ '8 I r.....Te V'1Kev 0 7TaLoaywyos, ou yap ave OKeL P.ot. ~WV 

..... r ..... ..... 8' \' ( ,
TOUTO ap.apntv, TOU e l\eYOVTOS, ws 7Tept.eaTtv, 
, ,.. " 5 J.' l' ,,,a7Topwv ou 7Te7Taup.aL. . 'fpaaov OVV, etT 
" \ a " , " , , (8 ' 2 \ 8'el\a,.,es etn p.'1· TCfJ p.ev yap '1a '1aop.at, TO 

, 'J.' ,.. I "avnypa'fa aot TWV 7TPWTWV 7TOt'1aet 7Tep.7Tetv. 

llxflV F fiXfl' Wolf(Mss.). 
2 (lOL after f]ae~(lOpIU Wolf (Mss.), del. F. 

46. 'AvaToA{w 
~ 

T" \ J. \ 8' , 8' 1. 0 p.ev TOUS a0'fLaTas LaaupeLV el..w os aot 
, \ , "8 8' \ , n 8' ..... 8 ,..Kat 7Tal\aLOV, e el.. e Kat T'1V U tav TOUTO 7Ta etv, 

tf \, ,.." , 
07TWS aot Ta 7Tpe7TOVTa TCfJ veCfJ 7TpaTT'1TaL ax'1

\ , l' ,r J. ' '( n 8'p.an. Myouatv ouv aot Kat Ot a0'fLaTat. Kat '1 U La' 
\ , 8' t'\ "'''1: 2 'I \p.'1 7TaUaatO t.a.aupwv a np.av asLOV. • €yw 

8\ J. \ " 8 ,t l'" , , 'I ,e 'ftl\€ta at p.ev U7To aou 7TLaT€UWV Kat €7T€
\ \ \ 'I' \ \ l' 8 ..... '8' 'I,..f1nIl.II.OV Kat €7T'1yyel\l\ov ev 7Ta €LV OU ev atTWV 

r ,.. , '8' '\\' 'l' \\\ 8V7TepaLpov aov T'1V vvap.tv, al\l\ OLa 7TOl\l\a Ka '1
,,, '1:' (t.. \, ,

p.€pav ea7T€Lpes a.SLOtS T€ OP.OI.WS KaL p.'1 TOtOVTOLS' 

a Written in autumn 359, this continues the war of 
words begun in Letter 40. The tone has progressed from 
that of serio·comic badinage to one of injured amour 
propre. 
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makes no sense, since he spoke long and feelingly on 
the matter and never stopped telling me whom I 
ought to write to. In consequence I have frequently 
enquired of the lad he brought hereg whether his 
attendant was dead, for I could not conceive that he 
would be so remiss ifhe were alive. He tells me that 
he is still alive, and so I am completely at a loss. 
5. Tell me, then, whether you have received it or 
not: if so, I shall be pleased; if not, the first conse
quence will be the despatch of a copy to you. h 

g Anatolius: BLZG 69 (v); contrastPLRE 61 (7). 
h For Libanius' copy books of his letters d. Epp. 1307.3, 

1218. 

46. To Anatoliusa 

1. To rail at sophists is a habit of yours, and an 
old one, too. The Pythia also should have had the 
same experience, for your behaviour to fit your new 
station. So both sophists and the Pythia b have this 
to say to you: do not stop railing at what you should 
respect. 2. In the confidence that I had your 
friendship, I started to write to you and solicit a 
favour from you, in this requesting nothjng beyond 
your powers but merely the kind of thing you have 
daily scattered broadcast to people deserving and 
undeserving alike. But, instead of supporting me, 

b A covert reference to Plat. Prot. 343b and the Pythian 
mottoes of 'Y"~! O't'ClV'TOII and /lir,stll ~'YClII. both of which Anato
lius has ignored. 
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, '8" ,,, .... t (""" ,I.1f'ITft (aVTt TOV aVfL'ITpar:;at ypafLfLa TJfLtV f'ITf!/L'fas 

8 .... 1 'tl t ....1 1
'ITat Las YffLov, KaLpov TJKftv TJYTJaafLTJv TOV fLTJTf 
(1 1 , "'\\ , '\\ 3 ' V'ITtp xaptTOS fLTJT allllws f'ITLaTfllllftv. . Kat 

8 ,/..' '" (I 6 ' l' '''''ta'fvyovTOS fLfv TTJV voaov TJa TJv ovX TJTTOV aVTOV 
.... 8 ,/.. , 't.... 8' , " "'" TOV La'ITf't'fVYOTOS, fr:;TJV f 'ITOV Kat aVfV TOV ypa

,/.. (18 6 " .,,, ,/.. l'(I
't'ftv TJ fa aL, KaL OVX DOTtS OVK fypa't'fV, OVTOS 

'8' tl8 ' \ \' (I ,.... ,/.. , (IOV f TJ fTO, allll Wa'ITfp fV TOtS Yfypa't'oatv OTt 
!J. 6 ?" tl "" , , t 6' fl"a TJaav TJV taWS fVPftv TO'll OVX TJa fVTa, OVTWS 
, "" \ , "" ( . 6"" 4' 8' '8'fVTJV Kat fLfTa atYTJS TJa TJvat. . av f f fOV 

1\ '\\', t8 1 8''/''\' , " KOIlaKOS, allll OVX TJ 0fLfVOV ta 't'tlltav. ayvoftv 

8" \' l' "" 1 ,/.. , 1 (~Q 8 
t IlfYWV Ct> TOV ypa't'ftv f'ITavaafLTJv, VfJpft fV
" , , , , , "t

npCf TTJV 'ITpOTfpav 'ITapfpXT/ Ton fLfV OVK a6toV 
( , ,/.. ~ '" 8' '8' ffTJYTJaafLfVOS 't'POVTtoOS, vvv f ov on fLOV KaTTJ

1\ '8' 5 ,,, '6'fLfllTJaas ft WS. . Kat 'ITpaYfLa 'ITf'ITOV as OVK 
'\ \' ",'t' (", \ ........allllOTptoV TTJS fr:;OVatas. Ot yap f'ITt IlafL'ITpas TTJS 
, (.... '8"'8 " '8 .... r .... 6f'\TVXTJS VfLftS ov t a tKftv ovs a tKftTf TJYfta f 

'1' ,r '" , r,Q '1' 'I. I
VOfLt'l;,OVTfS 'ITpoaTJKftv VfLtv fLfV VfJpt'l;, ftv , tKf,VOtS 

8' " .... 6 r '" tf " f 'ITaVTaxOv 'ITpOaKVVftv. . 0PCfS OTt KPftTTOV 
~ , "~,, '" 8" 6 ' 1jV aot fLTJ KLV£tv TO'll avayvpov; VVV f £'ITt vfLTJaas 

C In the interval of some months Anatolius had suffered 
an illness from which he had recovered. He complains that 
he had received no note ofcommiseration from Libanius. 
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you sent me a letter that was full of persiflage, 
and so I judged the time had come for me not to 
write, whether for favour or for any other reason. 
3. And though I was no less pleased at your 
recovery from illness than you, who actually had 
recovered, it was possible, rpresume, to feel pleasure 
even without writing: if one does not write it does 
not follow that one is not pleased either.c Among 
those who have written to express their pleasure 
you might perhaps find one who felt none, and 
similarly, one might feel pleasure and yet be silent. 
4. What you needed was someone to flatter you, 
not someone to be pleased because of your friend
ship. And when you say that you do not know why I 
stopped. writing, you outdo the earlier injury with 
another. Then you did not regard me as worthy of a 
moment's thought, now you do not even realize that 
you have neglected me. 5. Your attitude is not 
uncommon to your position: you people who enjoy 
such exalted fortune do not even appreciate the 
injustice you inflict on your victims: you think it 
proper for you to throw your weight about and for 
them everywhere to kow-tow to you. 6. Don't you 
see that it would pay you not to stir up a hornet's 
nest?dAs things are, in your desire to loose my 

d Cf. Aristoph. Lys. 68 and scholiast, Paroem. Gr. 1.46. 
Ancient scholars thought that 4V4')'VPOS must have been a 
foul-smelling plant, but it was actuaHy the name of a 
vengeful ghostly hero; see Aristophanes, 'AV4')'VPOS frr. 
41-66 Kassel-Austin}, Zenob. 4:204. 
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\.... , " , ,'1/\ \ 
pot I\VC1aL TTJV C1LWTTTJV f!TTL C1aVTOV f!I\VC1as KaL 
r 8' " ,,..., '!\, '\ \' . ,~\
pf!X f!V f!yvws Kat TaVTa OVK WV VTJTTLOS, al\l\ OVOf! 

'08VC1C1EWS Af!t1TOPf!VOS tv 86AOLS. 7. 'OTTnf.Tq> 
~, 1 ,I. ' " ,... ,r,... (I ~,
Of! TTf!P'faS pf!V XPVC1LOV f!TTaLV'[J TTap TJPWV, OTt Of! 
,\ , \ 'r ,... ! 1 r \

aVTOV E'I\TTt~WV Tq> XPVC1'q> TTOlTJC1f.LV PTJTOptKOV 
r \ ....', ,I. ' l:. \ \ 1 ,f!KaTOV C1TaTTJpas f.TTf.P'faS f.{;OV XtI\LOVS, OVK 
, ~" t\ '1/ ,I. ' ,~ 1f.TTaLV'[J· f!t yap OVS f!TTf!P'faS ov plKpOV ovvaVTal, 

,...\\ '!\ ',/.1\ " \ 1 '\\' \pal\l\ov av q>'f'f.MtS aTTO TTI\f!lOVWV. al\l\a Kat 

TOUTO TO PLKPOV TTap' ~p'iv Tf! Kf!LTaL1 Kat ~ 
~ 1 \ \1 ,...
oaTTaVTJ KaTa I\oyov XWPf!t. 

1 plya inser. after'f{ F (8 Vi): om. Wolf (other Mss.). 

e Homer11.17.32. 
f Cf. BLZG 227 (Ui), Petit, Etudiants 144, 146. The 

8choliast makes the guess that he is Anatolius' son. 

47. 'AvaTo'\{w, 

1. ~v PfV TTapf!Kd.Af.tS pf. TTpOS TTappTJC1lav WS 
,... '1/ tl '!\, l:.' .... \ 1 A' 1 \ ~ ,

TTav OLC1WV 0 Tt av f!~ f!/LOv MYTJTat, tC1XVI\OS Of! 
, 1 \ 1 , ~,... \ tf 8
aTTOTpf!TTf!t I\f!ywv PTJ Of!LV TOVS TJTTOVS paC1VC1TO

,... , \ \ , \ E' ~ ,/. I r t 1\
Pf!LV. al\l\a Kat VptTTLOTJS 'f'TJC1LV, WS Ot pf!yal\a 

TTVEOVTf!S, TTf!pt bpWv 8~ TTOV AEywv, TTtKPWS 
th I \ I , , \ 1 1 tl 
rfpOV(1~ /l.oyovs TTap Ma'1TUVWV Kpf!LC1C10vas. opwS 

a Libanius' last surviving letter to Anatolius before his 

516 

http:TTapf!Kd.Af.tS
http:11.17.32
http:TTOlTJC1f.LV
http:OTTnf.Tq


.LETTERS 


silence, you have loosed it upon yourself and realize 
what you have done, especially as you ar~ no fool, e 

but are inferior in guile not even to Odysseus him
self. 7. For sending money to Optatus,f you 
receive praise from us, but you get no praise for 
sending him a mere hundred statersg in the expecta
tion of making him proficient in rhetoric with it, 
when you could have sent a thousand. If the cash 
you sent is of no little effect, you would be more help 
with more. However, even this pittance is deposited 
with us, and the spending of it goes according to 
plan. 

Rather, he is in receipt of subsistence from him in the way 
that Letoius subsidised needy students (Ep. 550, Letter 
22). 

g Stater = solidus (cr. Or. 1.61). 

47. To Anatoliusa 

1. You used to bid me be frank, professing that 
you would put up with anything I say, but 
Aeschylus deters me.b He says that lesser mortals 
should not be bold of tongue. Moreover, Euripides 
says that men of might, obviously meaning you, 
resent powerful arguments presented by inferiors.C 

death in office in 360. Anatolius had replied to the previ
ous letter and the correspondence had taken a less heated 
tone. 

b Aesch. Suppl. 203. 
c Eurip.Andr. 188. 
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\:" ~ \:,\ ,... ~ Q' ~ 1I,.. ,
Of, f.1Tf.to"l TWV afLotfJatwv f.1TLrlVfLf.tS, Got Tf. 

"" \ "" "",.., \ , I
XapLovfLaL Kat TOLV 1TOt"lTatV, Tots fLf.V OV 1TaVTa 

~, \ ~ \ ~ I '.1. 2 ,... \
f.t1TWV, Got Of. ov 1TaVTa Kpv'f'as. • 1TPWTOV fLf.V 

'!' \,.. I ,... I ~,... \1 
ow 1Tf.pt TOV fLf.TPOV TWV ypafLfLaTwv f.Kf.LVO I\f.yw, 
(I \ \ ,... ~,... \ Q ' ~ ,
OTt C1V fLf.V TWV f.fLWV T"lV fJpaXVT"lTa OVGXf.paLVf.tS, 
, \ ~\ ,.. ,.. \,.. \ \ l' , \ r 
fyW Of TWV GWV TO fL"lKOS. TO fLf.V OW f.fLOV "l 
~ , 1I,... \ \ , 
4.l1TapT"l 1TapafLvrJf.tTat, Kat GV 1TpOGf.tp"lKas

\ \, \ I ,... ~\ ,.. J.. \ !AaKWVtK"lV T"lV f.1TtGTOI\"lV, T"lS Of. G"lS .,..I\VapLas 

'\ \ r I '\\', '1\" \\'
ft1Tf. TOVS "lYf.fLovas· 0.1\1\ OVK av f.XOtS 1TI\"lV ft 

\ ~ 'll ",,.., \ I ,..
TOV aKpLTOfLVrJOV TOV f.1Tt T"lS f.KKI\"lC1tas TWV 
~A ,... \ I 3' ~\, I \ I

Xatwv Kl\aOVTa. • T"lV Of apx"lv C10t I\"lY€LV 
\ I III J.. I '(' \ .... \ ,..

Kat 1Tavv 1T€Lrl0fLat • .,..atvlJ yap V1TO fL€V TOV I\V1Tf.t
1I I (\~,,.. J.. ,.. ,...

GrJat 1Tapa1Tatf.LV, V1TO Of TOV 1Tapa.,..pOV€LV TOtaVTa 

ypa.~€LV. ~WS Of 00 1TpoG€06K"lC1as T~S d.PX~S TO 
'\ , J.. I , ~, " J.." ,

Tf.I\OS, €Gw.,..POV€tS. TaVTt Of €ypa.,..f.S OVTWS aypv
,.. , \ l' 1I I~ (' ,..., i: I I 

1TVWV, OV yap "lV KarJf.VOf.LV V1TfP T"lS f.§;OVGtas TP€
'1 \ \~, ,... \ ,I

fLovTa. 4• oVl\tavos O€ TWV fLf.V 1TPWTWV 1Tap 
r.... , '!' " ~,'I\.... I "\ 
"lfLtV OVK "lv, €Y€Vf.TO 0 av TWV 1TPWTWV, €t fL"l TO 

, ,.. " I 1\ ~ I 'jf
/LfV 1TPWTOll €V 0PXOVfL€VlJ 1TOI\€t ot"lyayf.V, €1T€tTa 

, ( ,... (I , I~ , ~ , , 

1Tap "lfLWV ws TaXtC1Ta a1Tf.1T"lO"lGf.V, f.1T€to"l ov 

' J.. I ,\ I " ~\ ,
KaK6S "If. f.1Tf..,..VKf.t 1TpOS I\OYOVS, tC1WS Of. Kat 

d Cf. Ep. 399.2. 

e Thersites: Homer Il. 2.246-269. 

fHe had been prefect since early 357. An average term 
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However, since you are eager for a reply, I will defer 
to you and to this pair of poets, to them by not tell
ing all, to you by not concealing all. 2. First then, 
with regard to the length of our letters, I have this 
much to say; you resent the brevity of mine,d I the 
tediousness of yours. For mine, then, Sparta pro
vides encouragement: even you have dubbed the 
epistolary style "Laconic." But tell me: who are the 
patterns for this nonsense of yours? None, save him 
of unbridled tongue who wept in the assembly of the 
Achaeans.e 3. I am quite convinced that your 
office is nearing its end.f It seems that your foolish
ness springs from your annoyance, and the writing 
of such a letter from craziness. While ever you did 
not look forward to the end of your prefecture, 
you kept control of yourself. This letter of yours 
was written in a state of insomnia, for you could 
not sleep a wink for worrying about your position. 
4. Julianusg was not one of my first-class students. 
He could have been first·class, had he not first spent 
his time in a city of revelryh and then decamped 
from me as quickly as he could, for he was not at all 
bad in his aptitude for oratory. Probably he cast 

is three years or more at this time. 
g BLZG 192 (ix), PLRE 470 (9): one of the pupils who 

followed Libanius from Constantinople to Antioch. He 
then, to Libanius' disgust, began a career as a minor 
official. 

h Constantinople, as usual, the target of Libanius' 
scorn; e.g., Or. 1.76. 
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,,, '!' , ,I." ,I. ' "0 \ \ \,aVTWV WV a't'tKTO 't'fPWV a7Tfpal\f TOVS 7Tl\ftOVS, 
r " " Ll\" ... \ " " Ll\' ,WS C1WfYfVfTO C10t. fC1UI\WV /L~V yap a7T fC1ul\a, 
\ ~... , , 'J.{ \, 5 ~ ,,~ ,

TO Ot fXO/LfVOV a't' 1J/Lt C11JV xaptV. . OOKft Of 
, I t. {j" , Ll ,

/LOt KaKftVlJ 7Tap0f,Vvu1Jvat YfVfC1uat C1TpaTtWT1JS· 
r I \ tl \'0'" \,fwpa TO'll V7TaTov TO'll afpopaTOWTa Kat /Lfya 

~6£yy6/L£vov Kat 7T£pt~povoiJvTa TOVS 6fOVS TO'iS 
\ ,'\ \ , I r , ~\, {j ,

/L£v al\l\ots £7TtK£t/LfVOV, V7T07Tf7TTWKOTa O£ avupw

ow uav/LaC1lJS, f!t C10V /Lf!VOVTOS £'11 Tq> ot f!K£tVoVS 

'lTots, c1Jv clv8pa'IT08a KtKT1JTat fJ£ATlw. 6. 
, I Ll 

1JpaC1u1J 
't, , 

ow tC1XVOS, 
1'\ '!' \ 
"I'll £vp£ C1£ 

Ll ,
Ufpa'ITf!VOvTa. 

\ 
/L1J 

't Ll I ,..;., ,,, ~ " , 

86vaC16at e1JAWC1f!t TO'll 'IovAtavov 'O'ITTaTos. 

i Theognis 35-6: taBAaw p.tv yap &71" taO)'c p.a.lhpiac· ~v 8( 

/«(7,I(Olo'CV I avp.p1aYl/S• .171'0'«110 leaL TOV tMa. vOov. "From good men 
you will learn good. Mix with the bad, and you will lose 
even the brains you have." 

48. 'Ia/LfJAlXq> 

0" ", ,{j \1. v /LOVOV OVK axuo/Lat 'lTapaKaI\Ov/LfvOS, 
, \ \ \ \, , tl I 
0.1\1\0. Kat Xatpw 'lTPOTP£'lTOVTOS, OTt fLOt TOVTq> 
~ \ " \ \ 'i' i 't , 2 \01JI\OVTat TO Kat aVToV f!V£PYoV f!tvat C1f!. . TO 

\ 't.1 tl \", 'J.'tl t''e/Lf!V ow cppOVTt f!tv 07TWS /L1J f!tS OVOVS a't' t7T7TWV 0 

a cr. Bouchery p. 158; Letter 24; Cameron, "Iamblichus 
at Athens," Athenaeum (1957): 143-53. Iamblichus, a 
much travelled young man, was at this time in Cilicia. The 
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aside the greater part of the eloquence he brought 
with him once he became your associate. "Such 
wood, such chips"--;-whatfollows I omitfor your sake.i 
5. It appears to me that he has been encouraged 
to become a military man from the fact that he saw 
as consul j one who had his head in the clouds, talk
ing big, despising the gods,k oppressing other men 
and cringing before people who are worse than the 
slaves he owns. 6. So he fell in love with the 
power which he found you hankering after. Do not 
be surprised then, when you remain in a position of 
influence through such as them, to find Optatus 
copying Julianus. 

j Datianus, consul 358. Libanius is at his most daring 
here, in criticising so openly the highest official of the day 
in a letter to a prefect. He must have been sure of Anato
lius' sympathy and discretion. 

k Aristoph. Clouds 225 if. 

48. To Iamblichusa 

1. So far from being annoyed at your directions, I 
actually rejoice at your instructions, for it is thus 
proved that you too are busily engaged. 2. Both 
your uncleb and I approve of your prudence in trying 

Comes, Modestus, departing on a tour of inspection, 
delivers the letter and presents. 

b Sopater (ii, the correspondent of Libanius), not 
Libanius' uncle, Phasganius, as Seeck. 
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8 ,,' ,,\'" .1. \ ~ \ " ,~ ,
Tf E'tOS E'1TalJlE't Kat E'yw, O¥,E' oE' TOVTO WOVTfS. 

'1' \,,~ J.. " t " ''.'\lI '\ '1 ~\ 
otp.at yap 7Jo7J Tt 't'0tTaV 7Jp.tv E'KE'LUE'V, E'I\1Tt~OP.E'V OE' 

, '8' 8 ~ \ " " \" 3 MaVTo 7JClE'CI at ota TWV apxoVTWV KaI\WS. • 0

~, ~"\ \ , "K \ I ~ '" 
OE'ClT'fJ oE' p.E'I\I\OVTt VVKTOS E''1Tt tl\tKl.as opap.E't-

Q Q \ , t, " \ ~ '" , '.1.
CI8at fltfll\tOV E'CI'11'E'pas E'tClayw Ta owpa E'yypa't'as, 

'0 \ , ~ , , ,,, t ~ , """ \ \ r' ~ - 8
I\vp.'1TtOS OE" OVK a'1T7Jv. °OE' TOtS al\l\otS 7J~CI at 

J..' t ,,, " ~ 8"" "\'t'7JClaS ws OVK E"XOVCltv 0YKOV otE'W E"tTO TOVl\atov. 

t ,.. ~\ , " ",8' t " 7JP.WV OE" OVK aVtE'VTWV aVE" 7J p.E'V WS ap.E"tvOV 

r' '" , "" '" ~,,-, 9 ',Q '" ,
~7JT7JClWV TI XP7J '1TotE"tv, ota ~ E'V 0PVfI'fJ T'fJ '1TE'pt 

, ,'t. ~ - , J.. '9' \, .1. "" J.. 1
T7JV E'~OOOV, a't'TlpE' 7J T7JV '1TE"pl. TOVTOV 't'7J't'0V. 7JV 

'1'\ " "" '" \ow 1\0t'1TOV avap.E"lJIat. 4. ClOI. P.E'VTOt p.E'VE"1JI p.E"V 

O~K lClTIJI tKE't, XWPE'tV 8£ o'V&'YK7J 8E'vpo TOV Tf 

'9 \ , , \ t.:\' " t. ' 
p.aXE"ClaCl at '1TpOS T7JV a'1TO ~pq.K7JS E'tCl'11'pa~tv Kat 
~ J.. .... r,\ Q \' !'\ ,... \ , , 
ota't'VYE"tv OI\WS flOVI\7JV, 7J TOtS p.E'V avwvvp.otS 

\ \ "" \~, '" \ ~ ~ t.' , 'l\
I\VClLTE"I\E"t, TOVS 0 OLa ClV otaOE"6ap.E'VOVS OVK av 

'\ap.'1TpoTlpovs 8E'l7J. 

C"From horses to donkeys," cf. Ep. 71.2, Or. 62.61: a 
favoured proverb of Libanius and others. See Paroem. Gr. 
1,41. The reference is to Themistius' summons to jOl.ll the 
Senate (cf. §4, below). The ¥X,OVT!s. the officials at court, 
can be persuaded to drop the matter. 
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to avoid buying a pig in a poke,c though we are late 
in observing it for what it is. I think that we shall 
have some fresh development from there soon, but 
we hope to settle it all right through the governors. 
3. As Modestus was due to leave for Cilicia during 
the night, I took a letter to him in the evening, list
. ing the presents in it. Olympiusd was with me, too. 
Modestus said that he was pleased with the rest, 
since they were not too bulky, but he objected to the 
oil. We persisted, and he went upstairs to find a 
better way of doing it, but, as was to be expected in 
the usual hustle and bustle of his departure, he 
failed to decide this matter. The upshot, then, was 
for it to wait. 4. However, you cannot wait there: 
you must corne here to contest the demands from 
Thracee and to keep quite clear of the Senate. That 
position profits nonentities, but it could never 
increase the renown of people with an inheritance 
like yours.f 

d Libanius' lifelong friend, who also found himself in 
Themistius' net. 

e Constantinople, and the demand for an entry fee on 
joining the Senate. He was to rely upon the praetorian 
prefect i..'l Antioch. 

fIamblichus' grandfather was the foremost Neoplaton
ist ofthe day, Sopater i (cf. Eunap. V.S. 462-3, Cameron in 
Athenaeum 35:143-53). 
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49. M08€a'T(.o 

,.. \ 8 \' 
~ 

It. t 8' , ,1. MtKpOV TOV f:afLOV a'1Topp1)sas, 0 f: f:aTt Vf:ot 
\, \ \ ,.. 88' ,\ ,..Kat nxv1) Kat Ta TOV t aaKf:tv KaKa, fLf:Ta TCLlV 

Q \ I \ ,.. t\ I '!' ,..
fJf:I\TtaTCLlV TOVTCLlVt TCLlV MK0/Lf:VCLlV 1)KOV' Toaov

, I \ \ '\." J..IQ ." \ 
TOS f:fLf: Tf: KaL T1)V '1TOl\tV f:af:ta~ 'fOfJOS. f:aTt yap 

'!' "ll ,.. '\ t I , I 2 \ ow aVIJos T1)S '1TOI\f:CLlS 1) TOVTCLlV OtKta. . 1\0"1£
r I 8 ' I '!' t \ ,.. \ 'r1 tl t.':!0fLf:VOt f:, TtS 1)V 0 Kal\CLlV Kat '1Tap OV 1)sova£, 
Ill" t,.., It." , \ 8 ' 

'1Tf:Wf:tv f:tXOfLf:V 1)fLas aVTOVS, CLlS apa aVTOVS f:Xf:
\"'\ tl', \

TJ.t I\LfL1)V, OV aKO'1Tf:I\OS. CLlaTf: aVf:'1TVf:0fLf:V '1TpOS 
'\\1\ \' , '8' '1\ I \ , \al\l\1)l\ovs I\f:YOVTf:S' Tt av Yf:VOLTO KaKOV a'1TO 

,.. \,.. M8' , \ \ ~'\. l' ,..TOV Kal\OV 0 f:aTOV; Kal\OV ex f:LVaL1 
af: TOtS n 

tl \ II , 6 \ 1 \ , 8\' ,,,
OI\OtS '1Tf:LlJO/Lf: a KaL fLal\LaTa "If: 1) TOVTOLS aVTOLS 
f' \ , , 3'" \ \
CLlV Ta '1TapOVTa fLf:poS. . '1TpaYfLa yap '1Tapal\a-
Q ' rI \ 1, ,.." , .1. \ \
fJCLlV, 0 '1Tf:aOV- f:LS Xf:Lpas apXOVTOS Tf:P'ftv Ttva TO 

,.. ,.. , \\\ '1\ " 1
KaKWS '1TO£f:LV '1TOLOVfLf:VOV '1TOI\I\1)V av 1)yf:tPf: 

~'\'6ya, ya'\'~v1)v d.'1T€~1)vasl T~V '1Tpoa80KCLlfL€V1)V 

C&.'\'1)V TOtS fL~V 80us d.vap&''\''\'f:aBaL, TOUS 8~ 8,\,CLlS 

, \\'t. " \' J.. \ ", ta'1Tal\l\asas f:'1TL Tf: TOVS op'f"avovs OVK E'aaas ap'1Ta
\ , 4 \ \.,). ,. r1,..

Y1)V KCLlfLaaaL. . av KaL T'IV TOVTCLlV ovs VVV 
." , 8 \ J.. \ '8 I , " \" t.f:Xf:LS a {1\'f1)V E' aKpvaas n ayo/Lf:v1)v Kat 1)VsCLl 

Seeck 
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49. To Modestusa 

1. I nearly tore off the fetters imposed by my 
pupils, my profession and the troubles of teaching 
and accompanied these excellent people who have 
been arrested, such was the fear that shook both the 
city and myself. Their family, you see, is the flower 
of the city. 2. But, upon considering who it was 
who issued the summons and before whom they 
were proceeding, we were able to persuade our
selves that they would find a refuge, not a reef. So 
we breathed again, as we told each other, "What 
harm could there be from the noble Modestus?" 
That you are noble we are convinced by your general 
conduct and in particular by this very incident, of 
which the present matter forms part. 3. For you 
inherited a case which, had it fallen into the hands 
of a governor who took some pleasure in injustice, 
would have caused a great conflagration, but 
instead you revealed the expected tempest to be a 
calm: to some you granted a remand, others you 
cleared completely, so allowing no orgy of looting to 
be perpetrated against their fatherless children. 
4. You shed tears at the arrest of the sister of those 

a Modestus presided over the treason trials held at 
Scythopolis (Amm. Marc. 14.12.6 fi), in which many of the 
notables of Antioch and elsewhere were involved. 
Liballiu8 here offers pleas for some of them. T'ne letter was 
evidently written before the death of his uncle, and is to be 
dated to the early winter of 359/60. 
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(", 1I" " " IT€ 1}f.LLV a'1ToaWrl1}"at Kat Taxa OVK aTVX1}a€tS. 
... 8' , "ll' (E \' I1Y€1I0V 1} Kat TOVTOtS allrl Pf.LtOllOS Kat T1}l1 yllw
1'1' I I I ,'\

f.L1}1I 1}11 €lI€aT1}aw lI0f.Ltaoll 1I0f.L01l• TOVS f.L€1I yap 

lfAAOVS dAAoTptOtS '1Tapa8€lyf.Laat '1Tat8dJof.L€1I, au.·· 

8 ' '!\ ... ..., \ 1I 1 1 lI' (... '!' I 
€ all TOtS aotS aKOI\OVrl1}a'[JS, '1Tallrl 1}f.LLV €V K€ta€

Tat. 5. '1TOAAax68€1I 8f f.LOt TWlI d1l8pwlI f.LfA€t 
\ \ ... (~ ,,, "\ I ",

Kat f.L1} '110.11 V'1Ttp av'TWV '1TOtOVVTt 1\0yOS OVK €aTat. 

~tAlall T€ yap tK '1TaTfpWlI 8€8fYf.L€8a 8tKau! T€ 

1 'r" \ \ 'A 1'1TpoaY€Y€lI1}Ta£ f.L€£'J,W. TCfJ f.L€1I yap lITLoXCfJ 
1\ ,J........ (" I I,J..


'1Tal\at aVf.L'f'0tTWlI lIVV VtOll €11 f.LoVa€tOLS TP€'f'W 
1 " ,...... 8' 'A I ,J.. 1 \f.L01l01l 011'1'0. aVTCfJ, TCfJ pa€lItCfJ aVV€'f'0tTWlI f.L€1I 

\ ,,, .Q 1 1 8~' 8 ' 8 ' IKat aVTCfJ '1Tp€a,.,VT€pOS lI€CfJ, Y€lI0f.L€lICfJ t all pt t . 
, \ 1 , \ 1\ " \ ,.., 1'1 
ap€T1}lI TpO'1TWlI € ts TO. f.Lal\LaTa xpwf.Lat, Kat lIVV a 

\ \ "\\ , 1 I t \ \ ... 
'1TpOS TOVS al\l\OVS a'1TOpp1}Ta flOt, p1}Ta '1TpOS TOV

\ 8\ l' ,.., 1 l ...r " ,'1'011. 6. '1T€pt € av TOV TptTov 'I' f.L€t':,Oll €t'1TOtf.L 
'!\ '!\ rf 1 , 8 \,J.." 1
all 1} OTt TOtoVTOVS a €1\'f'ovS ov KaTataXVV€t 

1 , I,,' \ \' 8' , \ IK€KT1}f.L€1I0S f.L€1I f.LtKpa, TCfJ f.L1} '1101\1\0. € OV I\V'1TOV
t I ... ,\ "',J..1\ l' 

f3 
f.L€1I0S, 1}aVXtall Ttf.LWlI Kat TO TOtS 'f'tl\OtS €LVat 

If) ,... 7 ' t... '!' 8 I€,.,atos aaKWlI; . TOVTOVS 7Jl.ttll, W p€/Lf.La 

b Cf. Letter 82.2, Paroem. Gr. 1.38. The temple of 
Demeter and Persephone in Hermione was a place of 
refuge. 
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who are now haled before you and prayed that she 
might be saved for us, and perhaps your prayers will 
not be unsuccessful. Be then to these also as a tower 
of strength,b and deem the resolution which you 
have formed to have the force of law. We teach 
others by the example of other people, but if you 
follow your own, all will be well with us. 5. I have 
many grounds for my concern for the men, and 
there will be no excuse if I do not do all I can for 
them. The friendship between us we inherited from 
our fathers, and their claims have become more 
and greater, for long ago I was a fellow pupil of 
Antiochus,c and now I have his only sond as my 
pupil at school; I was also at school with Arsenius,e 
though a little his senior, and now that he has 
become a man, he is one of my closest associates 
because of the excellence of his character, and now 
what I keep secret from others is no secret from him. 
6. Moreover, with regard to the third what more 
need I say than that he is no disgrace to such 
brothers, since though his possessions are small, he 
is not upset that they are not great, he respects the 
quiet life, and schools himself to be true to his 
friends. 7. Send them back to us unscathed, 0 

c BLZG 76 (ii), principalis ofAntioch. 
d BLZG 90 (iii). 
e BLZG 90 (ii). The names ofthe other brother (§ 6) and 

of the sister (§4) are not known. 
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AI , 6'" \ , I '"ILJ.tKTJS, a1Ta £tS T£ Kat TaX£WS a1T01T£f.l1T£ TlJ T£ 

,'\\ ,J.\IC \ "', ... "8'"al\l\lJ 't'vl\a~as Kat T'P f.lTJ TOtS KVaLJI £K ovvat. 

50. M08laTw, 

~, , " " 8.1 '" ... 8"
1• .L..A£ f.l£V £tTJ Ta £tW uTa 1T0t£LJI, TaVTa £ £aTt 

VOf.lOVS T£ fJ£fJatOVv Kat awC£LJI 1T6A£tS Kat f.lLa£tV 
,J.' 'fJ 6""8 I r '" 8' raVK0't'aVTas Kat OTJ £Lva LKOVf.l£VOLS· TJf.lLJI £, WS 

,t ,\ , " , fJ \ , , 8'f.l£V 0 KOLJIOS I\oyos, Kat Ta KOLJIa l\a1TT£Tat, £t £ 

TOUTO f.l£'tCOV TOU dATJ60us, dAA' tKE'tv6 y£ 03 ~£u-
rf I r 1 , I , \' \ r8OS, OTt TTJV y£ TJf.l£Tepav OtKLav a1T0I\WI\£K£V TJ 

T£A£VT~ TOU 8£{ov. 2. Tl6vTJK£v, 6J 6£0{, T'8vTJ
r , " Ih' r\, ,\K£V 0 1TaVTa aptaTOS waayavLOS, ov av f.lal\taTa 

dv6pc1J1TWV iJ8la6TJS Kat b~' oli p,O.AtaTa dv8pc1J1TWV 
'8 '8 ' '1' , \ , 6 '" £ aVf.laa TJS Kat 1T£pt OV ~I\LaTa aa £VOVVTOS 
',J. I 3 " , 't , C' <'II >1£>fpOVTwas. . £yw f.l£V OVV £v~atf.lTJv av 
, , , I , " '6' , \8 " 1 , 8'£17' £K£LV'P TTJV aVTTJV £v vs £1\ £LJI, e1T£t £ 

, \ , , 8' ' .. I r"T£TTJPTJf.laL I\V1TlJ Kat aKpVaLJI, £tS I""'av opw 1Tapa

8' , ,\ \ 8' 1'"f.lV tav, a£ T£ Kat TTJV aTJv vvaf.lLJI. wv vvv T£ 
, \ I , I , 8" \ r r I
a1T0I\avof.l£V a1T0VTOS Kat TJI\OV WS f.l£tbOVWS, 
r, 'II "'6 ' \ '8TJVtKa av £1\ lJS, a1T0I\aVaof.l£ a. 

1 <w.> mser. F. 
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offspring of Justice, and quickly; protect them in all 
else, and especially by refusing them to be given to 
the dogs for burial.f 

f cr. Soph. Ajax 830. 

50. To Modestus 
1. You, I trust, are engaged on your normal 

activities, namely the confirmation of laws, the 
preservation of cities, hatred of slander, and assis
tance to the victims of wrongdoing. a For me, how
ever, our commonweal suffers as does our common 
report; and if this seems an exaggeration, certainly 
it is no lie that our household has been ruined by 
the death of my uncle. 2. Phasganius, alas, the 
peerless Phasganius is deadh-he, whom of all men 
you most respected, who of all men most admired 
you and of whom, in his illness, you took most 
thought. 3. I could pray to travel the same road 
straight after him, but since I am beset by grief and 
tears, I look to but one consolation, yourself and 
your influence. This I now enjoy in your absence: 
clearly I shall enjoy it even more when you arrive 
here. 

a Modestus is still engaged upon the treason trials at 
Scythopolis, as in the previous letter. 

b cr. Or. 1.117 fT, where Libanius reveals the deep dis
tress that the death or Phasganius, together with that of 
his mother, caused him in the next two years. cr. also 
Letter 64. 
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