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8. XENOPHANES [XEN.]

Xenophanes was born in Colophon, a Greek city of Ionia,
hetween 570 and 560 BC, according to the most plausible
chronology; he himself states that he lived until a very
advanced age (P1, D61). A rhapsode by profession, he
employs various poetic forms (dactylic hexameter, elegiac
couplet, perhaps iambic trimeter), and he discusses a va-
riety of subjects (customs, morality, theology, natural phe-
nomena, human understanding), often in a free and po-
lemical tone. This makes him difficult to classify as an
author (his fragments also form part of the corpus of
Greek elegiac poets). Aristotle’s negative judgment of him
(R12) cerfainly had lasting repercussions upon the recep-
tion of his thought: if it is true that he was legitimated
philosophically by a construction that tarned him into Par-
menides” teacher and the ancestor of the Eleatic line of
descent (R1-R3), the presentation of his doctrine also
suffered from a massive Eleatization, which, even if it was
prompted by Xenophanes® view of divinity as one, none-
theless greatly distorted it (R5-R11). His spirit was an en-
lightened one, and his lasting influence can be perceived
for example in the eritique of traditional theology in Book
2 of Plato’s Republic.
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XENOPHANES [21 DK]

P
Family, City, Chronology (P1-P7}

P1 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.18-20

[18] Bevoddims Aetiov 7, ds Amorhédwpos [FGrilist
244 F68a), ‘Oplopévovs, Kohopmos [, . .. obros éxme-
ooy s marpidos év Zdyrhy s Suxehias! BeérpiBet
kot év Kardep. [ . ] kai, ds Zwrior ¢not [Frag. 28
Wehtli], ket Avaélpardpor® fv. [. . ] pakpoPrdraris
e yéyovey, dis mov kal avrds dyow [19][. . . = D66].
L. .][20] ket sixpale kard v éénrooTiv ‘OhvparedBa,

1 post Sukefas lac. ind. Diels <SiérpeSe xal s eis "Ehéoy
dmoucias kowortoes édidaorer dre> 2 §¢ post SuérpeFe
habent BP: om. F, del. P* 3 Avafiuérny Croenert

P2 (< AB) Ps.-Luc. Long, 20

Hevopdrms 8¢ 6 Aefivov pev vios[.. ] éBlwoer érn &v
Kol EvevnrorTa.

r
!;

XENOPHANES

P
Family, City, Chronology (P1-P7)
P1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[18} Xenophanes, from Colophon, son of Dexius or, as
Apollodorus says, of Orthomenes [. . .]. After he had been
exiled from his fatherland, he spent time in Zancle in Sic-
ily and in Catania.’ [, . .] And, as Sotion says, he lived at
the time of Anaximander. [. . .] and he lived to a very great
age, as he himself says somewhere: [19] [. .. = D66]. [.. ]
[20] and he reached full maturity in the 60th Olympiad
[540/36].

! Diels completes this possibly lacunose sentence as follows:
“After he had been exiled from his fatherland, he spent time in
Zancle in Sicily, <and having participated in the colony sent to
Elea, he taught there;> and he spent time in Catania too.”

P2 (< AB) Ps.-Lucian, Long-lived Men

Xenophanes, the son of Dexinus [. . .] lived for ninety-one
years.
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P3 (A7) Cens. Die nat. 15.3

[. . .] Xenophanes Colophonius maior annorum centum
fuit.

P4 (< A8} Clem. Alex. Strom, 1.64.2

... =R3] Bevodrys & Kohodawios [. . ], év ¢dmo
Tiuowos [FGrHist 566 F92] kard ‘Lépwra tor Sucelins
Svvdomr kal ‘Emiyeppovr T0v momriy yeyovévo,
AnoMGBwpos [FGrHist 244 F68c] 8¢ rard v Teo-
capaxosTiyl "Olvumdda yevduevor mapareraxévar
dxpr Tév Aapeiov Te kol Edpov ypdvwv.

1 revrroori Ritter, of, Diog. Laert. 9.20, sed reoo. Sext.
Emp. Adv. Math. 1.257

P35 (cf. A9) Eus. Chron. (Hier., Cyr.)
a Hier. Chron. 103b2

[ad Ol 56]: Xenofanes Colofonius clarus habetur,

10156 OM: Ol 56.2 AL: Ol.57.2 B

b Hier. Chron. 103b23

[ad OL 60]' Simonides lyricus et Phocylides clari habentur
et Xenophanes physicus [. . .].

1Ol 59.4 Mac. PM- Ol 60.1 N: 01.60.2 OL: OL 61.3 B

10
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XENOPHANES

P3 (A7) Censorinus, The Birthday

Xenophanes of Colophon lived more than one hundred
years.

P4 (< A8) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

[. . .] Xenophanes of Colophon [. . .], who, Timaeus says,
lived at the time of Hieron, the ruler of Sicily, and of Epi-
charmus the poet; but Apollodorus [scil. says] that he was
born during the 40th Olympiad {620/16) and that his life
lasted until the times of Darius and Cyrus,

P5 (cf. A9) Eusebius, Chronicle

a

(Jerome) 36th Olympiad = 556/52]: Xenophanes of Colo-
phon is considered well known.

b

{Jerome:) 60th Olympiad [= 540/36]: Simonides the lyric
poet and Phocylides are considered well known and Xe-
nophanes the natural philosopher [. . .].

11



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III

¢ Cyrill. Alex. Jul 1.15

mevrnrooT]) éwvdry ‘Ohvwmdde “TBukds 6 uelomouds

~ 4 ¢ * ’ b '8 b
kol Pepextidns 6 loTopoypddos xal Dwkvhidns ral
Eevoddims [. . ] yeybvaor.

P6 (Al0, 14.8) Ps.-Tamb. Theol, p. 52.18-22

¢ yap xal & & Eyywora dwd Thv Tpwwdy loTo-
perar uéxpe Bevoddvovs Tod duoikod kai tdv Ava-
kpéovrés Te kai Iohvkpdrovs xpdvwr wkal THs Um0
Apmdyov Tob Mbov “Idvwr molioprias xal dvaord-
gews, fr Qoxels drydvres Moocoahier grnoor [. .
cf. PYTH. a P5].

P7 (¢ A33) (Ps.-¥) Hippol. Ref. 1.14.1

Bevohdrns 8¢ 6 Kohogdivios ‘Oplopévovs vids. obros
&ws Kipov Siépewer [. . . = R20].

Teachers (PS—P9)

P8 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.18

8 ’ 8\ 3 3’ A !8 ’ > 3/ 8\
L'T’KOUO'e € KT €EPLOUS ,u.F_'V OVO€EVO0S, KOT €YLOUS €
Bérwvas Abnvalov %, ds Twes, Apyehdov.

12

XENOPHANES

e
(Cyril) 59th Olympiad [= 544/40}: Ibycus the lyric poet,
Pherecydes the historian, Phocylides, Xenophanes [. . .]
were alive.

P6 (A10, 14.8} Ps.-lamblichus, The Theology of Arith-
metic
For nearly 514 years are recorded from the Trojan War
until Xenophanes the natural philosopher, the times of
Anacreon and Polycrates, and the siege and removal of the
Tonians by Harpagus the Mede; the Phocians who fled this
founded Marseille [, . .].1

L A very rough synchronism that refers globally to the first half

of the sixth century BC and seems to be based on a date for the
fall of Troy that differs from Eratosthenes’ (1184 BC).

P7 (< A33) (Ps.-t} Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresias
Xenophanes of Colophon, son of Orthomenes. He lived
until the time of Cyrus [. . .].

Teachers (PS-P9)

P8 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

According to several authors he did not study with anyone,
according to several ones with Boton of Athens or, accord-
ing to some, with Archelaus.!

1 Boton is otherwise unknown, and Archelaus is chronologi-
cally impossible.

13
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P9 (< A?) Diog. Laert. 9.21

[...=P11] rovror Oeddpaoros év vff "Emrouy [Frag,
227D FHS&G| Avafipdurdpov dnaiv dxodora.

Xenophanes in Western Greece (P10-P14)
Xenophanes and Parmenides (P10-P11)

P10 (< A30) Arist. Metaph. A5 986b22

[...=R2]6 vap Mapperidns roirov Méyeras palyris

P11 (< A2) Diog. Laert. 9.21

Bevodivovs 8¢ Sujrovoe Mapueridys Mipyros "EXed-
s [.. .= P9l

Xenophanes and Empedocles (P12)

P12 (A5) Diog. Laert. 8.56

“Eppummos 8¢ [Frag. 26 Wehrli] o Tlapuervibov, Hevo-
ddvovs 8¢ yeyorévar {moriw, & xal cuvrdiarpifiar
kal ppoacfor iy éromouay.

14

XENOPHANES

P9 (< A2) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] Theophrastus says of him in his Epitome that he
studied with Anaximander [cf. PARM. P6al.

Xenophanes in Western Greece (P10-P14)
Xenophanes and Parmenides (P10-P11)
P10 {< A30) Aristotle, Metaphysics
[. . .] for Parmenides is said to have been his pupil [. . .].

P11 (< A2) Diogenes Laertius

Parmenides, son of Pyres, from Flea, studied with Xeno-
phanes [, ..].

Xenophanes and Empedocles (P12)

P12 (A5) Diogenes Laertius

Hermippus [scil. says] that he [i.e. Empedocles] was a fol-
Iower not of Parmenides but of Xenophanes, with whom

he also spent some time! and whose epic verse he imitated
[...][cf. EME P14].

1 If we suppose that Xenophanes died ca. 460 BC at about one
hundred years of age and that Empedocles was born ca. 484, this
claim is not completely impossible chronologically, but it does
remain very unlikely.

i3
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Xenophanes and Hieron (P13)

P13 (All) Plut. Reg. et imp. apophth. 4 175G

mpos 8¢ Bevoddvnr tov Koloddviov eimbrra piohis
olkéras Bio Tpépew “4AN Oumpos,” elmer, “Ov oD
Suctpeas, Thelovas ¥ puplovs Tpéder Tebimrds.”

Sold as a Slave? (P14)

P14 (< Al) Diog, Laert. 8.20

Soxel 8¢ wempholbar Vvmd <. . . kal Aehdofar Grod!
rov Ivfayopucdy Mapueviokov wai 'Opearddov,
xafd ¢nor ©aBupives év Amournuovevudray TpoTY
[Frag. 46 Amato].

le¢, .. kai Aehvofar vwo> Diels, alii aliter

Character {P15)

P15 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.20

dmat B Anpvrpros 6 Dalnpeds év 7§ Ilepl piipws
[Frag. 83 Wehrli] i Taveirios 6 Brwikds év i Ilept
ebfuutas [Frag. 45 van Straaten] tats idious xepoi Od-

A £~ r 7 2 R '4
frar Tovs viels avrév, kaldmep Kol Avaloydpav.

16

XENOPHANES
Xenophanes and Hieron (P13)

P13 (All) Plutarch, Sayings of Kings and Commanders

To Xenophaues of Colophon, who said he could scarcely
maintain two household slaves, he [i.e. Hieron] said, “But
Homer, on whom you heap scorn, maintains more than ten

thousand, dead though he is.”

Sold as a SlaveP (P14)

P14 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He is thought to have been sold into slavery by <. . . and
ransomed by> the Pythagoreans Parmeniscus and Ore-
stades, according to what Favorinus says in Book 1 of his
Memairs.!

L A similar story is reported of Plato {cf. Diogenes Laertius
3.19-20).

See also P1, P17, P22, R2-R4

Character (P15)

P15 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Demetrius of Phalerum in his On Old Age, and Panaetius
the Stoic in his On Cheerfulness, say that he buried his
sons with his own hands, just like Anaxagoras [cf.
ANAXAG. P38-P40].

17
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Apothegms (P16-P22)

P16 (< Al2) Arist. Rhet. 2.23 1399b6-8

4 B4 13 L3 ’ > ~ e 7

L.. ] Bevoddims E\eyer 611 dpoiws doeBoliow ol yevé-
Id Y hY -~ 3 ~ ’ )

oo ddokovres Tovs feods Tols dmobavely héyovow-

dudorépws yip ovpSBaiver pry elvow Tovs Beods more,

P17 (< Al3) Arist. Rhet. 2.23 1400b5-8

[...] Bevopdrms Ehedrars épwrbow e Bowor ) Aev-

7 N ~ kal 4 ts a b *
rollég xal Bpwhow 7 uv, cvveBovhever, e piv Pedv
- 4 \ -~ > > A b
vmohauBdvovow, wi Bpnuely, & & dvfpwmor, un
Hew.

P18 (Al4) Arist. Rhet. 1.15 1377a19-21

b b ~ I < 4 < 3 ar re
ot 70 ot Bevoddvovs dppdrrer, 61 odi fon T pdich-
o 3 -~ ~ 3 ~ k) & < ’ b 3
g admy doeBel mpos edoelR, dAN duole xal el
3 5\ 3 ~ ’ o ~ ’
loxupds doferii mordfar % mAnyfrae Tpoxaléoarro.

P19 (A16) Plut. Vit. pud. 5 530E-F
wip Ovowmnffis umdé Beiops okwmrrduevos AAN

18

XENOPHANES
Apothegms (P16-P22)

PIG {< Al2) Aristotle, Rhetoric

[. . .] Xenophanes used to say that those who say the gods
are born are just as Impious as those who say they die,! for
in both cases the result is that there is a certain time when
the gods do not exist.

1 The apothegm is inspired by Xenophanes’ theology, espe-
cially his criticism of the Homeric gods; of. D7-D14.

P17 (¢ Al3) Aristotle, Rhetoric

[. . .] when the Eleans asked Xenophanes whether they
should sacrifice to Leucothea and mourn her or not, he
advised them that if they thought she was a goddess they
should not mourn her, and if they thought she was human
they should not sacrifice to her!

1 Plutarch records a version of this saying three times, each
time substituting the Egyptians for the Eleans and Egyptian di-
vinities for Leucothea: Amat. 18.12 763D; Is. et Os. 70 379B;
Superstit, 13 171E; see also Ps.-Plutarch Apophth. Lac. 26 228E.

P18 (Al4) Aristotle, Rhetoric

And the saying of Xenophanes is fitting, that it is unfair for
an impious man to challenge a pious man to an oath, for
it is just like a strong man challenging a weak one to hit
him or be hit.

P19 (Al16) Plutarch, On Being Ashamed

Do not be discountenanced or frightened when you are

19
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domep Bevopdrms Adoov Toi ‘Epuiovéwns ur Bovhd-
3 -~ s Y 3 -~ < ’
pevov adrd ovykvBeley Sahov dmorahoivros Spord-
1 S ) 8 [N 2 < ~ 5 \ [
veul kai rdvy Oethos elvar Tpods To aioXpd Kol drok-
oS,

1 éyuohdyer mss., corr. Matthaei

P20 (Al17) Plut, Comm. not. 46 1084E

& uév oy Bevoddrms Supyoupévov Twds éyyéleis éw-
“

pakévor év Bare Beppd [doas “odioiv,” elmer, “&v
Yuypd adris éfmoouer.”

P21 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.19

ébn 8 kai ra moAAd Hoow vob dvar. kal Tols Tvpde-
vors érTryxdrew ) a5 frwoTa 1) 0§ HowrTa.

P22 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.20

3 8 s by ¥ Id 2 -~ o 3 # e i
EumeBoxhéovs 8¢ eimdrros adrd e dvevperds éomw
6 oodds, “eindrws,” €hn: “coddv yip elvor Bl Tov
énvyrwoduerov Tov oopdr.”
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mocked, but [scil. do] just like Xenophanes when Lasus of
Hermione called him a coward when he refused to play
dice with him: agree that you really are very cowardly and
pusillanimous—with regard to shameful things.

P20 (A17) Plutarch, On Common Conceptions

When someone said that he had seen eels living in hot
water, Xenophanes said, “Well then, we shall boil them in
cold water,”

P21 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[le said that most things are inferior to mind; and that he
metwith tyrants as rarely (hékista) or as agreeably (hédista)
as possible,

P22 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

When Empedocles said to him that the sage had not been
discovered, he said, “That is just as one would expect: for
the man who will be able to recognize the sage has to be
a sage.”*

! In certain gnomologies, this apothegm is attributed to Em-
pedocles himsell.

See also P13

21
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D

Writings (D1-D6)
Meters and Subjects (D1)

DI (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9. 18, 20

[18] yéypae 8¢ év &meoi kai éheyelus kai iduBovs
3 ¢ ra N\ T 7 > rd 3 ~ A ~
kel Hoébov kal Ouripov, érudmtor adrav 76 mept
-~ 5 Pd L) Y A\ LY 1) 2 A -
Oeddv elpnuéro. dANG kai avrds éppadde Ta éavrod,
[. . .][20] émoimoe 8¢ kai Kohoddvos wricw wal vow
els "ENéor Tis Trakias dmwoucoudy &y Sioyila.

His Sattres, Known Under the Title Mockeries
{(Stllot) (D2-D5)
D2 (> A20) Strab. 14.1.28

[.. ] kai Bevodrms & duaids, & Tovs Bihhovs mou)-
aas i mounudrow.

D3 (> A22) Procl. In Hes, Op. 286
kal Tt 8t TovTous Méyew, Smou ye kal Hevoddrms! Sia
L Hevopdimp Pertusi

22

XENOFHANES

D

Writings (D1-D6)
Meters and Subjects (D1)

D1 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[18] He wrote in dactylic hexameters, elegiac couplets,
and iambs against Hesiod and Homer, deriding what they
said about the gods. But he himself also performed as a
rhapsode his own compositions. [. . .] [20] He also com-
posed poetry on the foundation of Colophon and on the
colonization of Elea in Italy, two thousand verses.

His Satires, Known Under fhe Title Mockeries
{Sillot) (D2-D5)
D2 {A20) Strabo, Geography

[. . .] and Xenophanes the natural philosopher, who com-
posed Mockeries in verses.

D3 (> A22) Proclus, Commentary on Hesiod’s Works and
Days

And why do we need to speak of these [seil. celebrated
polemicists: Archilochus, Hipponax, Timocrates, and Me-

23
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4 A hY » LY e hS
&) Twa wpos Tovs kar avTor Pulocddovs kal mou-
Tas pucpodytoy Zihhovs drémovs ovwlelvar <Aéye-
Tow>? kard wEvTwY duhoodper kal TomTOY.

2 gpuvfeivas AQR: éxfelvar ZB 3 ¢Aéyerarr Gaisford

D4 (A23) Schol. ABT ad 1. 2.212b
#dn 8¢ ob Hevoddver, AAN Ouipep mpdrey Zikhot me-

roinrrat, év ols avrévi Te 7ov Bepoiryy clhaive kai

L1 s Y 3/
6 Geporitys Tovs aptoTovs.

1 grée Diels

D5 (A24) Ar. Did. in Stob. 2,1.17

Eevoddrovs mpatov Aéyos fhler eis Tovs "EAdyras
v o v n s P .
aéos ypudhs, due Tudig Tds Te Tdv dAhwy TéA UGS
émumhifrrovTos kel ™Y avTol mapioTdrTos ebhdBeaar
c a b b ';‘8 b 3 I 8 Id 83 3 A Fal
ws dpa feos pév oide ™y dlrjfear, dkos 8 émi wioL
rérvrrar [D49.4b].

Xenophanes, an Admirer of Thales

See THAL. R1

A Traditional Title: On Nature (D6)

D6
a {cf. ad B30) Schol. Genav. ad I. 21.196
Bevoddins év 7§ Llept diboews [. . . = D46].

24
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trodorus], when Xenophanes <is said> to have composed
absurd Mockeries against all the philosophers and poets
because of a certain mean-spiritedness he felt toward con-
temporary philosophers and poets?

D4 (A23) Scholia on Homer's Hiad

Mockeries were composed already first of all not by Xeno-
phanes but by Homer; in them he mocks (sillzinet) Ther-
sites himself and Thersites mocks the best men [cf, IL.
2.211-42].

D5 (A24) Arius Didymus in Stobaeus, Anthology

Xenophanes was the first author of a discourse worthy of
mention that came to the Greeks playfully rebuking the
audacities of other people and at the same time demon-
strating his own piety, on the idea that god knows the
truth, “but opinion extends over all men.”!

1 The translation here reflects what seems to be Arius Didy-
mus’ understanding of this phrase, which differs from the one we
provide at D49,

Xenophanes, an Admirer of Thales

See THAL. R1

A Traditional Title: On Nature (D6)

D6
a (cf. ad B30) Geneva Scholia on Homer’s Hiad
Xenophanes in his On Nature: [. . .].
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b (< B39) Pollux Onom. 6.46
[.. .=D37]év +d Hepi Ppboews Bevoddrovs [. . .].

¢ (< A36) Stob. 1.10.12
ypdger yip év 7§ ept Piicens [.. . = D27,

From Xenophanes™ Poem(s) in Dactylic
Hexameters (D7-D58)
The Gods (D7-D21)
Mistaken Beliefs about the Gods. . . (D7-D135)
. . . Propagated by the Ancient Greek Poets
(D7-D11)

D7 {< Al9) Diog, Laert. 2.46

[.. .] dmoflavdrre 8¢ Eevoddrns 6 Kolodaros [sc.

Opripe éduhovetreal] [ . .].

D8 (B11) Sext. Fp. Adv. Math. 9.193
awdyra feols dvédnrar Ounpds & Holobbe re
dooa wap’ arfpdmoicr dveidea kol Péyos
éoriv,
Khénray poryedew e kal dAAhovs daaredew,
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b (¢ B39) Pollux, Onomasticon
[...] in Xenophanes’ On Nature [.. .].

¢ (< A36) Stobaeus, Anthology
For he writes in his On Nature: [, . .].

From Xenophanes™ Poem(s) in Dactylic
Hexameters (D7-D59)!
The Gods (D7-D21)
Mistaken Beliefs about the Gods. . . (D7-D15)
.+ . Propagated by the Ancient Groek Poets
(D7-D11)

1 Some of the fragments in this section are only one verse long
or take the form of paraphrases; in principle they could come
from elegiac poems instead, but they have been placed here be-
cause of the affinity of their subject matter.

D7 (¢ Al9) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] and Xenophanes of Colophon [seil, rivaled with Ho-
mer] after his death [. . .].

D8 (B11) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Natural Philoso-
phers

Homer and Hesiod have attributed to the gods
all things

That among men are sources of blame and
censure:

Thieving, committing adultery, and deceiving
each other.
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D9 (B12) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 1.289
“Ounpos. 8¢ xat "Holodos xare tov Kohoderior Eevo-
bivm
s TAelor édpfévEarro Pebv dfepioria épya,
khémrery poyelew Te kai dAhjlovs draredew.

1 8s whetora épféyEaro mss., corr. Fabricius

D10 (B10} Hdn. 7. Suxp., p. 16.20
& dpxfis kol Ounpov émei pepatikoor wdvres

D11 (B13} Aul. Gell. Noct. 3.11.2

alii Homerum quam Hesiodum maiorem natu fuisse
scripserunt, in quis Philochorus et Xenophanes, alii
minorem [. . .].

. or Deriving from Self-Projections (D12-D14)

D12 (Bl4) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.109.1 (et al.)

AN’ of Bporoi Borotioy yerviofar feots,
Y s 8, 2 o o, 7 8)
mip aderépny 6 éoffra Eyar dwriy e déuas
TE,

1 incertum utrum v. 1 {rimeter iambicus sit an potius hex-
ameter dactylicus mancus: ita Eus. PE 13.13.36 {ex Clem.),
Theod. Cur. 3.72: dAld. Bporol Bowéovor feods yervioblar
Clem.: dAhd Bpdror Sowéowar feods yerviofar <Huoiws>

Bergk
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D9 (B12) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Professors
According to Xenophanes of Colophon, Homer and Hes-
jod
Sang of many lawless deeds committed by the
gods:

Thieving, comlmtl:mg adultery, and deceiving
each other.!

1 The second line is identical with the third line of the preced-
ing fragment and is not mentioned in Sextus’ explanation after his
quotation here; its presence here may be due to seribal error or
an inopportune authorial reminiscence, but it cannot be excluded
that the verse was deliberately repeated by Xenophanes.

D10 (B10) Herodian, On Syllables with Double Value

Since from the beginning all have learned
according to Homer

D11 (B13) Aulus Gellius, Attic Nights

Some have written that Homer was older than Hesiod,
ameong them Philochorus and Xenophanes, others that he
was younger [, . .].

. or Deriving from Self-Projections (D12-D14)

D12 (Bl4) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

But mortals think that geds are born

And have clothing, voice, and bodily frame just
like theirs.!

1 The first line is transmitted as an iambic trimeter,
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D13 (B16) Clem. Alex, Strom. 7.22.1

AlBlomés Te <feols oderépovs> orpods péhovds
TE

@piikés Te yhavkods kol Tvppods <daot
méherfaed.

1 <Beods oerépovs> Diels oepovs péhavas Te Diels:
I s AL r -
pehavas gugols 7€ mss. 2 Bpijrés Diels: Bpdres mss.
yhaviovs kel muppods Diels: muppods xai yhavkods mss.
<paot méeoBas> Diels

D14 (B15) Clem. Alex. Strom, 5,109.1 (et al.)

dAN €l yelpas Exov Bdes <lmmou 7> € Movres,

kal /’ rd Ny - o

# ypifoe yetpeoror kal Epya Tehely dmep
dvdpes,

tmmos pév & trmowrs, Bdes 8¢ re Bovaiv dpotas
z n 381 a Y s td

wal <xe> Gedv ibéos Eypador kai copar
E”ﬂ'oiovv

-~y s 3 [y ri o
rowt oldy mep ratrol 6éuas elyov Exacrot.

1 & xetpas &pov Eus. PE 13.13.36 {ex Clem.): €t tor xeipas

elyov mss. <trmoc > Diels %€ Aéovres Clem, et
Theod. Cur: 3.72 KBL: 4 éhédavres Theod. MSCV 24
Clem. Eus. Theod.: @s Heise 3 buoias Theod.: duoiec
Clem. Eus. 4 ¢xe> Sylburg 5 &kaoror Herwerden:

Spotov Clem. Theod.: Suotor Eus.
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D13 (B16) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata
The Ethiopians <say that their gods are> snub-
nosed and dark-skinned,

And the Thracians that they have blue eyes and
red hair.

D14 (B15) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

But if oxen, <horses> or lions had hands

Or could draw with their hands and create
works like men,

Then horses would draw the shapes of gods like
horses, and oxen like oxen,

And they would make the same kinds of bodies

As each one possessed its own bodily frame.
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Belief in Divination Is Mistaken (D15)
D15
a (AB2) Aét. 5.1.2 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepl pavricis]

4 LS ¢ ] -~ L /
EEVO¢QVW€ Kot E’ITLKO'UPO? GPOLOOVTL TNV MOVTLKTY,

b (< A52) Cic. Div. 1.5

[.. .] Colophonius Xenophanes unus, qui deos esse diceret,
divinationem funditus sustulit; reliqui vero omnes praeter
Epicuram [. . .] divinationem probaverunt.

Correct Beliefs about the Gods (D16-D20)
God Is Unltke Humans in Shape and
Action (D16-D19}

D16 (B23) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.109.1

€ﬁ ’)/O'I’}V KGE EGVO(?BO?‘V'T’S‘ 6 KORO(}')(J‘S]’JLOS‘, 8[.8{.{0’}(&)1} gTL
B .o ’ 3 7 3 7
€IS Kol GoedTos o BEOS', ETTL¢J€P€L'

s 2 2 -~ L) s 2
€L GEOS‘, EV TE 0eom1 Kot av@pwwouﬂ'b HEYLOTOS,

ar rd ~ 13 rd > I
otite 8épas Gvmrolow Suoiios obre vinua.

2 otire prius Sylburg: off 7 ms. otire alt. Diels: 008¢ ms.

D17 (B24)} Sext. Emp. Ade. Math. 9.144

othos 6pd, oDhos 88 voel, odhos 8¢ 7 droter.
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Belief in Divination Is Mistaken (D15)

DI5
a (AB2) Astius

Xenophanes and Epicurus abolish divination.

b (< A52) Cicero, On Divination

[...] Xenophanes of Colophon is the only one [scil. among
the most ancient philosophers] to have said that the gods
exist, but to have abolished divination completely; all the
others approved of divination, except for Epicurus [. . .J.

Correct Beliefs about the Gods (D16-D20)
God Is Unlike Humans in Shape and
Action (D16-D19)

D16 (B23) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Xenophanes of Colophon, who teaches that god is one and
bodiless, does well when he asserts,

One god, among both gods and humans the
greatest,
Neither in bodily frame similar to mortals nor in

thought.

D17 (B24) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Natural Phi-
losophers

As a whole he sees, as a whole he thinks, and as
a whole he hears.!

1 Sextus cites this line without naming its author; the attribu-
tion to Xenophanes is based essentially upon doxegraphical no-
tices {cf, in particular D20 and RE[6]).
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D18 (B25) Simpl. In Phys., p. 23.20

e I'd S »
a\N’ amdvevfe wdvoto véov Ppevi mdrra
kpubaiver

D19 (B26) Simpl. In Phys., p. 23.11-12

FIRS 8, > 3 A f s 3 8'
alel 8 év TadTd ptpver kivodpevos ovdév,
ot8e perépyeofatl piv émvmpéne Elhore EANy.
1 det mss., corr. Karsten wvovpevos BT kwwodpevor

DE

A Doxographical Summary of
Xenophanes® Theology (D20)

D20 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.19

[...=D24, R8a] Ghov 8¢ dpdr kai Shov drodew, ui

) - -~ by 4
wévros dvamvelr oipmorTd TE eval voby kel Gpovn-
ow kal didov [ . 1.

An Anonymous Fragment Sometimes
Attributed to Xenophanes (D21)

D21 {Frag. dub. 47 Gentili-Prato} Philop. Aetern.,
p. 582.21-23 Rabe (et al.)

s - I s M o > 2 I’
mdvre feoll mhvpn, wdvry 8¢ of eiow drovai

1 feot Philop. Aetern., Olymp. In Alc., p. 30 Westerink: fedv
Philop. In An,, p. 188.26 mwdpry Philop.: wdpra Clymp.
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D18 (B25) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics

But without any toil, by the organ of his mind
(noou phrént)* he makes all things tremble.

1 Xenophanes uses noou as a qualifying, explanatory genitive
in order to make clear that in the case of his god the cognitive
organ (phrén} is not the usual one, which is connected with hu-
man psychic states such as emotions and passions.

D19 (B26) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics
He always stays in the same place, not moving
at all,
And it is not fitting that he travel now to one
place, now to another.

A Doxographical Summary of
Xenophanes” Theology {D20)

D20 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] as a whole he sees and as a whole he hears, but he
does nat breathe; he is completely mind and thought and
is eternal [. . .].

An Anonymous Fragment Sometimes
Attributed to Xenophanes (D21)

D21 (# DK) Philoponus, Commentary on Aristotle’s On
the Soul

All things are full of god, his ears are everypohere
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5\ 5 / LT s z , 3 A
KoL 860!. TETPAWY Kol AV X@OV(I Kol 7€ 81’. avrov
3 o ’ ER ’ ’

AVEPOS OTTL KEKEU&ED eV 0'1'7]960’01 VO LG,

Natural Phenomena (D22-D48)
Three Doxographical Summaries Deriving
Probably from Theophrastus (D22-D24)

D22 {x A33) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 1.14.3-6

[3] Tov 8e Fjheor ér pupdy mupdior dfpolopévev
. o . . s ey oy
viveohow kal éxdorny Hpépar v 8¢ yhv dmepor
civan xal prite v dépos wijre Ywd Tob olpavol wepi-
I N 2 2 L3 r's - \ 4 h
éxeafor. xal dmwetpovs Nhlovs elvar kel gelivas, Td
8¢ mavra elvas éx yijs. [4] obros Ty Adlecoar dipw-
hY o 8 h) \ hY s 7 3 > fal
pav &bn G 0 mohAd uiypara cuppéer év adrTiy
[.. .1[B] 6 8¢ Bevopdrys uifw 7ijs yis mpds v
fdhaooav yiveodar Soxel kai 7§ ypdve vmd Tob
< - 4 I L4 ' 2 I
U‘)/pov )\‘vEG'HU.L, ¢a0’K(ﬂV TOLOVTAS EXELV CUJTOSELSELS‘,
ére v péoy yij kai Bpegw elplokovrar kéyyow kal év
Svpakodvaacs 8¢ év Tals hatoplois AMéyer evpiofos 7i-
wov {xBos kol dordy, év 8¢ Tdpe timor Sddrms? év
7§ Bdde ol hiflov, & 8¢ Mehiry® whdras cvumdrraw
Tév fohaooiowr? [6] tabra 8¢ dmor yeréolor bre

1 wal dhanciy mss.: wel durdv Th. Gomperz: secl, Marcovich
{cf. ad 4) 2 depims Gronovius 3 Mehiry Karsten:
pehire LB: pyhirg O 4 rhdkas <Pordv kol> Marcovich
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And through stones, along the whole earth, and in
man

Himself, whatever be the thought that he [i.e. man]
hides in his chest.1

1'The attribution to Xenophanes, proposed by Lebedev in

F. Capasso et al., Studi di filosofia preplatonica (Naples, 1985),

p. 13-15, remains very uncertain, For the phrase “all things are

full of gods” (which is also transmitted instead of “all things are
full of god™), ef. THAL. D10.

Natural Phenomena (D22-D48)
Three Doxographical Summaries Deriving
Probably from Theophrastus (D22-D24)

D22 (< A33)(Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

[3] [scil. he says] that the sun comes about every day out
of small fires that are collected together, that the earth is
unlimited and is surrounded neither by air nor by the
Lieavens: and that there in an unlimited number of suns
and moons, and that all things come from earth. [4] He
said that the sea is salty because of the many mixtures that
flow together in it. [. . .] [5] Xenophanes thinks that the
land is mixed with the sea and that with time it is dissolved
by moisture, saying that he has the following proofs: that
shells are found inland and on mountains, and he says that
in Syracuse the ocutlines of fishes and seals are found in
quarries, in Paros the outline of coral in the depths of
the stone, and on Malta marble slabs [scil. containing] all
kinds of sea creatures, [6] He says that all this came about
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’ 3 £ 7 by b # 3 ~ ~
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5 radryy Diels: Tofro mss.: obrw Karsten & peraSo-
M Diels: kareBdiher mss.: karaSBoljr Roeper

D23 (cf. A32) Ps.-Plut. Strom. 4 (Eus. PE 1.8.4}

2 ? by \ -~ re ’
[...=R9] drodaiverar 8¢ rkai 76 xpbry raradepoué-
vy ourexds kol ket Shbyor taw viy els mip Odiac-
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rol Ty yiy dwetpor dvar kal ratd why pépos py
wepuéxerfar dmd dépos yiverfaw 8¢ dmarra ék yis,

M N s b N4 aF 3 -~ ~

Tov 8¢ by dnor kal Ta Fhha dorpa ék ThY veddv
viverBus.

L mupeStew Toupius: mupley mss. mopiéow prop. Mourelatos
{per htt.)
D24 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9,19

16 védn ovvicracfar Tis dd’ HAlov druidos drade-
popérms kal alpovons adrd els 70 wepéxow. [ . . =
R8a, D20] #npdtés re dmedivaro dn wlw 70 ywduevor
dlaprév éomi kol 1 Yuyn mvelua.
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when everything was covered by mud long ago and the
outline in the mud dried out. And that all human beings
are destroyed when the earth deposited in the sea be-
comes mud; and that then generation begins again, and

that this change happens in all the worlds.

D23 (cf, A32) Ps.-Flutarch, Stromata

[. . .] He asserts that earth is deposited continually and
little by little, and with time it goes into the sea. And he
says that the sun is produced by the collecting together of
many small fires. [. . .| And he asserts that the earth is
unlimited and is not surrounded by the air in every part;
and that everything comes about from earth; but he says
that the sun and the other heavenly bodies come to be
from clouds.

D24 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

The clouds are formed when the vapor caused by the sun
lifts them up and raises them up to what surrounds [scil.
the earth], [. . .] He was the first to assert that everything
that comes about is perishable and that the soul is breath.
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Earth and Water as Origins (D25-D27)

D25 (¢ A29, B29) Philop. In Phys., p. 125.30; Simpl. In
Phys., p. 189.1 :

v kal V8wp wdvr €l doo yivorr $HBe

diovrat.

wdvr’ &ot’ Gon Philop.: wdv #or Soe Simpl. E: wdvra §
dooe, Simpl. F: 7dv éoe te Simpl. D: wdvl’ dooe Simpl. ed.
Ald. vivorr (ylvovras mss.) 49¢ dlovrar Simpl.: dofors’
#8¢ ~yivorra: Philop.
D26 (B33) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 9.361, 10,314 (et al.)

whvTes yap yains Te kel Vbaros éyevipeaia,

ya.p om, (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 10.7

D27 (A36, B27) Sext. Emp. Adp. Math. 10.313
éx yains yip wdvre, xal eis yHy wdvra

Tehevrd.

Clouds as Cosmological Principles (D28-D40)
The Sun and Moon Are Clouds (D28-D35)
The Nature of the Sun and Moon (D28-D29)

D28 (A40) Ast. 2.20.3 (Stob. 1.25.1a-b, cf Ps.-Plut.,
Theod. 4.21, Eus. PE 15.23) [wepi oveias HAiov]

a
’ Iy ~ ’ 3 N o 1
Bevogdims éx vedpidv memvpouérwr erar Tor Hhiov,
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Earth and Water as Origins {D25-D27)
D25 (< A29, B29) Philoponus and Simplicius, Commen-
tary on Aristotle’s Physics
Earth and water are everything that comes into
being and grows.t

1In the manuscripts of Simplicius, the line is erroneously at-
tributed to Anaximenes.

D26 (B33} Sextus Empiricus, Against the Natural Phi-
losophers

For all of us came about from earth and water.

D27 (A36, B27) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Natural
Philosophers

For from earth come all these [or: all] things,
and into earth all end up.

Clouds as Cosmological Principles (D28-D40)
The Sun and Moon Are Clouds (D28-D35)
The Nature of the Sun and Moon (D28-D29)
D28 (A40) Astius
a

Xenophanes: the sun is made out of clouds that have been

ignited.

1 Bevoddams . .
of. Theod.

. 70v HfAror habet Stob. 1a, om. Plut., sed
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b

Bevoddrms! éx mupidiowr pév tédv ovvefpolopévar’
3 3 - c ~ k) B s 6 I'd 8\ Y
éxd Tiis vypls draflvdoens, ocvvalpolévror de Tov
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1 Bevopdrms Plut.: Oedppacros év Tols Buaikois yéypa-
pev Stob. 1b: Bevoddons <as> OeddpacTos év rols Duoikols
yéypoder Mansfeld et Runia 2uév dv cvrafpoilo-
wévay Stob.: ré@v euvalpolopévar pev Plut. 3 &k Plut.;
om. Stob. 4 post fhow hab. 4 védos merupapévor Plut.,
éx veddir memvpapéver Eus. (cf. Stob. 1a)

D29 (A43) Aét. 2.25.4 (Ps.-Plut. 2. 28. 1; Stob. 2.29.5)
a [wepl obotas cedjims]
Hevopdrns védos elvar memhmuévor.)

1 remhnpévor 1= memvpuuévoy m: memupanpévor M: we-
mupwpfvor memhppuévor Mansfeld et Runia

b [mepi patiopdy oehirys]
[, .]1EBevoddens[.. .] Biov adrip &eaw pis.

¢ [mepi drhelpews oeljons]

—t ’ A , s 5 ’
Bevoddims kol iy pyriaioy dméxpurfe kerd oféow.
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b

Xenophanes: [scil. the sun is made] out of litte fires that
are collected together out of the moist exhalation, and
these Torm the sun by being collected together,1

1 The version in Stobaeus attributes this explanation to Theo-
phrastus. J. Mansfeld and D. T. Runia, Aétiana, vol, 2 (Leiden,
2009}, p. 530, suggest that the source said, “Xenophanes, as Theo-
phrastus says in his Physics, .. .~

D29 (A43) Astius
a

Xenophanes: [scil. the moon is] a compressed cloud,

b
[...]Xenophanes, [. . ]:it [i.e. the moon] Ppossesses its own

light.

&

Xenophanes: the monthly disappearance too [scil. of the
moon comes about] by extinguishing.
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The Course and Effects of the Sun (D30-D33)

D30 (B31) Heracl. Alleg. 44.5

HéMds B dmepiépevos yaldy 7 dmbalmTwr

D31 (< Adla) Ast. 2.24.9 (Stob.) [mepi éichelfrews Hriov]

[...=D35] 6 & adros ov Hhov eis dwepor pév
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mpodvar, Soxely 8¢ wurhelofar did Ty dmdoTacy.

D32 (A46) Aél. 3.4.4 (Stob.) [mept vedddv dpixhys
verdr Bpéoov xidvoes maxems xahdins]

Hevoddrns dwrdl s rol fhiov fepudrnros ws dprri-
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v hemropépewny Suaxpuwiduevor vépn ve ocurordey
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cews kol darpilew td wredpare ypdde yip Swp-
pidny “mqyn & éoti fdlace’ Udares” [D46.1a].

1 gdp ms., corr. Karsten 2 76 ms., corr. Karsten

D33 {Ad2) Ast. 2.30.8 {Stob.) [wepi duddoews adris
(scil. THs ehfrms)]

s -\ N o z o ~ \
Bevoddrms Tov pér fhiov ypioupoy ever wpos T
70D Kbéopov kal TRY TOV v alrd {Pov yévesiv Te kal
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The Course and Effects of the Sun (D30-D33}

D30 (B31) Heraclitus, Homeric Allegories
The sun, rushing over the earth and warming it

D31 (¢ Adla) Astius

[. . .] The same man [i.e. Xenophanes]: the sun proceeds
onward infinitely but it seems fo move in a circle because
of the distance.

D32 (A46) Astius

Xenophanes: what happens in the upper regions [ie. in
the atmosphere] has as efficient cause the warmth of the
sun. For when the moisture is drawn up from the sea, the
sweet part is separated out because of its fineness, con-
denses to form clouds, drips down as rain because of com-
pression, and exhales the winds. For he writes explicitly,
“the sea is the source of water.”

D33 (A42) Aétius

Xenophanes: the sun is useful for the generation and or-
ganization of the world and of the living beings in it, but
the moon is irrelevant.
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Disappearances of the Sun (D34-D35)

D34 (A41) Ast. 2.24.4 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepl €xheithews Hriov]
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D35 (< Adla) Ast. 2.24.9 (Stob.; cf. Ps.-Plut.} [wept k-
Aetfews Hhiov]
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Stob. 4 Urrochaiverw Stob. Plut. M: dmopéverr Plut. mIT

The Heavenly Bodies and Other Luminous
Celestial Phenomena Are Clouds (D36-D38)

D36 (A38) Aét. 2.13.14 (Theod., Ach. Tat.) [ris % otoia
Téy dorpov, TAamTdy kal driavdv]

a Theod. Cur. 4,19

EBevopdins 8¢ éx veddv uéy Méyer memvpapévor fov-
ioracfor, oBevvvpérovs 8¢ el Nuépav vikTwp wd-

My dvalwmvpeiofor, kafldmep Tods dvfparas.
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Disappearances of the Sun (D34-D35)

D34 (A41) Agtius

Xenophanes: [scil. the eclipses of the sun come about] by
extinguishing ! and a different one comes about in turn in
the east. He has also reported in passing an eclipse of the
sun that lasted a whole month and again a total eclipse, of

which the effect was that the day appeared to be night.

LThis chapter of A&tius is about eclipses, but this explana-
tion bears rather on sunset. The important point for Xenophanes
seems to have been disappearance in general.

D35 (< Adla} Aétius

Xenophanes: there are many suns and moons according to
the latitudes, sections, and zones of the earth, and some-
times the disk falls down onto some section of the earth
uninhabited by us, and in this way, as though its fall left
behind an empty space, it makes an eclipse appear [. . .}

The Heavenly Bodies and Cther Luminous
Celestial Phenomena Are Clouds (D36-D38)
D36 (A38) Astius
a

Xenophanes says that [scil. the heavenly bodies] come
about out of clouds that have been ignited; they are extin-
guished by day and are kindled again at night like coals.
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b Ach. Tat. Introd. Arat. 11
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Hevodduns mdvre 74 Towntre vepdv memvpupévav
ovoTHpaTe ) KutpeTo.

D38 (A39) Ast. 2.18.1 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepi vév dorépov
THY Kalovuéver Awokobpwey]
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The Rainbow Too Is a Cloud (D39)

D39 (B32) Schol. BLT Eust. ad II. 11.27b

3
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b

Xenophanes says that the heavenly bodies have come
about out of clouds that have been ignited, and that they
are extinguished and are kindled again like coals, and that,
when they are kindled, we have the impression of a rising,
and when they are extinguished, that of a setting,

D37 (Add) Astius

Xenophanes: all things of this sort [i.e. comets, shooting
stars, and other luminous phenomena] are groups or mo-
tions of clouds that have been ignited.

D38 (A39) Astius

Xenophanes: the phenomena similar to stars that appear
on boats [Le. St. Elmo’s fire] are small clouds that gleam
becanse of their particular kind of motion.

The Rainbow Too Is a Cloud (D39)

D39 (B32) Scholia on Homer’s Hiad

And what they call Iris, this loo by nature is a
cloud,
Purple, red and greenish yellow to look on.
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Lightning (D40)
D40 (A45) Ast. 3.3.6 (Stob.) [mepl Bpovrdv dorpardy
kepawvdy wpnaTipor Tuddvor]
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The Earth (D41-D45)
D41 (B28} Ach. Tat. Intr. Arat. 4
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D42 (< A47) Aét. 3.9.4 (Ps.-Plut.) [mepl yijs ot 7is 7
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1 Bdfos AE: pépos Mm: del. Diels

D43 (< A47) A&t. 3.11.2 (Ps.-Plut; of. Eus. PE 15.57.2)

[mepl Béaews yiis]

[...=THAL. R24] Bevoddrns mpiryr es dweepov
vap! épprldofar.

1ydgp Eus.: om. Plut.
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Lightning (D40)

D40 (A45) Astius

Xenophanes: lightning flashes come about because of the
illumination of elouds in moticn.

The Earth (D41-D45)

D41 (B28) Achilles Tatius, Introduction to Argtus’ Phae-
nomena

This is the limit of the earth: above, one sees it
at our feet

Pressing against the air; but below, it stretches
down to the unlimited.

D42 (< A47) Astius

Xenophanes: [scil. the earth] is rooted from its lower part
down to an unlimited depth and is made out of solidified
air and fire,

D43 (< A47) Adtus

[.. .] Xenophanes: [scil. the earth] is first, for it is rooted
in the unlimited.1

1 This staterent has led to an error in the doxographic tradi-
tion; see Stobaeus 1.22.3b (2) (DOX. T17).
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D44 (B37) Hdn. Mon. Lex. 2, p. 936.19
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The Sea (D46)

D46 (B30) Crates in Schol. Genav. in Il. 21.196
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D44 (B37) Herodian, On Particular Usages

And in some caves, water drips down.

D45 (A48) Ps.-Aristotle, On Marvelous Things Heard

Xenophanes says that the [scil. fire] in Lipari once ceased
for sixteen years and resumed in the seventeenth,

The Seq (D46)

D46 (B30) Geneva Scholia on Homers Iiad (derived
from Crates of Mallos)

Xenophanes in his On Nature:

The sea is the source of water and the source of
the wind,

For neither would in the clouds <the force of the
wind come about,

That blows out> from within, without the great
sea,

Nor the streams of rivers, nor the rainy water of
the air:

But the great sea is the begetter of clouds,
winds,

And rivers . . .
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The Soul (D47-D48)

D47 (A30) Macr, In Somm. 1.14.20

[. . .] Xenophanes ex terra et aqua [. . .].

D48 (A51) Tert. An. 43.2

[. . .] Anaxagoras cum Xenophane defetiscentiam [, . ],

Epistemological Considerations (D49-D53)

D49 (B34) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 7.49, 7.110 (of. 7.51),
8.326 (et al.)

M by hY o hY 4 LY 4 302
ral TO pufy oy cadés olimis dunp yéver abdé
TIS eOTOL .
20N a b ~ -4 s S s
eidas dudi fedv 7€ kai dooa Méyw Tept mdvrwr
€ yap kal 7¢ pdhiore TUxor rereheruévoy
etmdv,
LY o 3 -l ” > 3N -
adTos Sums ovk oibe Bowos § émi mdon
TETUKTOM,

1 véver' Plut. Aud. poet. 2 17D: iBev Sext. Emp. (ofder Sext.
Emp. 7.49 NA, Diog. Laert. 9.72 BF, eldev Diog, Laert. P)
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The Soul (D47-D48)

D47 (AB0) Macrobius, Commentary on Cicero’s Dream
of Scipio

[...] Xenophanes: [scil. the soul is composed] out of carth
and water [. . .11

1 This is doubtless an illegitimate inference based on D26 (of.
D25},

D48 {A51) Tertullian, On the Soul

[. . .] Anaxagoras together with Xenophanes [scil. say that
sleep is] exhaustion [. . .].

Epistemological Considerations (D49-D53)

D49 (B34) Sextus Empiricus, Ageinst the Logicians

And thus there has never been any man, nor
will there ever be one,

Who Inows what is clear about the gods and
whatever I say about all things.

For even if he happened most to say something
perfect,

He himself nonetheless does not know: opinion
is set upon all things.
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D50 (B35) Plut. Quaest. conv. 9.14 746B
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D350 (B35) Plutarch, Table Talk

Then let this be accepted as opinions similar to
real things

D31 (B36) Herodian, On Syllebles with Double Value
All the things that appear! to mortals to look
upon

1 Or “all the things that they [scil. the gods] reveal.”

D52 (B38} Herodian, On Particular Usages

If god had not created the yellow honey, they
would say that
Figs are much sweeter.

D533 (B18) Stobaeus, Anthology

The gods have not indicated all things to
mortals from the beginning,
But in time, by searching, they find something

more that is better.
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Other Fragments from Poems in Dactylic
Hexameters (D54-D58)

D54 (B22) Athen. Deipn. 2.44 54F.
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D55 (B17) Schol. in Aristoph. Equit. 408b
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XENOPHANES

Other Fragments from Poems in Dactylic
Hexameters (D54-D58)

D54 (B22) Athenaeus, Deipnosophists

Xenophanes of Colophon in his parodies [i.e. doubtless
the Mockeries]:

Beside the fire, during the winter, one should
say these sorts of thing,

Reclining on a soft couch, having eaten one’s
fill,

Drinking sweet wine and nibbling chickpeas:

“Who are you among men and from where?
How old are you, my good man?

How old were you when the Mede came?”

D355 (B17) Scholia on Aristophanes’ Knights

bakkhoi [. . .] and the branches that mystic initiates carry.
Xenophanes mentions them in his Mockeries:

Around the sturdy house stand <hakkhoi> of fir.

D56 (B21a), Scholia on Homer's Iiad

The word Erukos [scil. to designate Mt. Eryx in Sicily] is
found in Xenophanes in Book 5 of his Mackeries.
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D57 (B39) Pollux Onom. 6.46

[.. Txépacor o 8édpor év 14 llepi dboews Eevodd-
vous elpaw,

D58 (B4l) Tzetz. In Dion. Perieg. 940 et Comm. ad
Tzetz.
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From Xenophanes’ Poem(s) in
Elegine Couplets (D59-D69)
Social Norms (D59-D63)

D59 (Bl) Athen., Deipn. 11.7 462C
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D37 (B38) Pollux, Onomasticon

[...] having found kerason (i.e. “cherry tree”) for the tree
in Xenophanes’ On Nature.

D58 (B41) Tzetzes, Commentary on Dionysius Periege-
tes (and a commentary on Tzetzes)

A certain writer of Mockeries writes the si- (scil. of
siros, i.e. “storage pit”} long,
Lengthening it perhaps, I suppose, because of the

Xenophanes is a writer of Mockeries, and also Timon, and
others.

From Xenophanes” Poem(s} in
Elegiac Couplets (D59-D69)
Social Norms (D59-D63)

D59 (B1) Athenaeus, Deipnosophists

For now the floor is iruly purified, and the
hands of all,
And the wine cups. One person puts plaited
garlands on us,
Another proffers fragrant ointment in a saucer.

The mixing bowl stands full of good cheer,

And other wine, which promises never to betray, 5

is ready,
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Honey-sweet in the clay jars, scented of
flowers.
In the middle, incense sends up a sacred aroma.
The water is cold, sweet, and pure.
Blond loaves of bread lie nearby and a majestic
table
Laden with cheese and rich honey.
An altar is in the middle, decorated everywhere
with flowers;
On all sides song and festive joy fill the
house.
First, cheerful [or: sensible] men should sing
hymns to the god
With words of good omen and pure speech.
Then, after having made libation and prayed to
be able to act
Justly—for this is more appropriate (?)—
It is not presumptuous to drink so much that
one can still go home
Without a servant as guide, unless one is too
old.
Praise that man who after drinking reveals
noble thoughts,
According to his memory, and him who [scil.
speaks] about excellence;
And do not recount the battles of Titans or of
Giants
Or of Centaurs, inventions of earlier men,

22 <1e> Meineke: af Bergk: 76 Hermann: 7¢ Ludwig  #Ad-
opate TEv mpotépwy Schweighatiser: mAacudray wporépwv
mss,
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Or fierce civil strife, in which there is no profit
at all:

But always have good forethought about the
gods.

D60 (B5) Athenaeus, Deipnosophists

~ Nor when mixing in the wine cup would one
first pour in
Wine, but instead water and then on top of it
pure wine.

D61 (B2) Athenaeus, Deipnosophists

But if someone were to carry off victory by
swiftness of foot
Or in the pentathlon, where the precinet of

Zeus lies
Beside the streams of the Pisa in Olympia, or by
wrestling,
Or because he knows the art of painful
boxing
Or the frightful discipline that they call the
pankration:

Then he would be more glorious to look
upon for his fellow citizens,
And he would get a conspicuous seat of honor in
the competitions,
And his food would come out of the people’s
expense
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From the city, and he would receive a gift that
would be an heirloom for him,
Or else if with horses, he would get all these
things—
But he would not be worthy as I am. For better
than strength
Of men or horses is our wisdom,
But this custom is quite haphazard, and it is not
just
To prefer strengih to good wisdom.
For neither if there were a good boxer among
the people,
Nor someone good at the pentathlon or at
wrestling
Nor if in swiftness of foot (which is most
honored
Of all the competitions for strength in the
games of men),
Would the city because of him [or: this] be in a
better state of lawfulness.
The city would derive little pleasure from
him,
If someone wins in the competitions besides the
banks of the Pisa,
For this does not fatten the city’s store
chambers.

D62 (B3) Athenacus, Deipnosophists

After they [scil. the Colophonians] had learned
abhout useless luxuries from the Lydians,
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1 ddhpooives ms., corr. Schneider 2mooal vev ms.,
corr. Dindorf 5 xatrpow dydhhoper’ Casaubon: yairys
& dydhpaow Hermann: yatrpow dydAperor Wilamowitz: alii

alia
D63 (< B4) Pollux Onom. 9.83
[...] AvBoi, kefld dnor Bevoddims [scil. mpdTos éxo-

oy véutopal.

From a Poem about Old Age and
Death? (D64-D67)

D64 (B7) Diog. Laert. 8,36

mept 8¢ Tol dhhore dhhov atrow [scil. TTvfaydpas] ye-
verijolar Bevoddims &v éheyela mpoopaprupet, hs
dpxiy
viv att dhhov Emeips Ndyov, Selfw B¢
xéhevlov.

0 8\ N ] -~ 3 2
0 0€ TEHL AVUTOV (’b’f](‘fﬂ} oUTWS EXEL'
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As long as they were free from hateful
tyranny,
They would go forth to the agora wearing
mantles all purple,
Not less than a thousand all in all,
Boastful, twe pride ourselvest on their well-
ordered locks,
Drenched with perfume from refined
ointments.

D63 (< B4) Pollux, Vocabulary

[. . .] the Lydians, according to what Xenophanes says,
[scil. were the first to mint coins].

From a Poem about Old Age and
Death? (D64-D67)

D64 (B7) Diogenes Laertius

About the fact that he [i.e. Pythagoras] became =z different
person at different times, Xenophanes provides testimony
in his elegiac poem that begins,

Now I will pass over to another story, and I shall
show the path.

What he says about him is as follows:
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rd 4 4 4
koi mworé v orvgelifopérov ordhakos
mapibrra
A 3 ~ s 4 4 a
paciv érowtipus kal 16de dpdofar émos
“raboar pnde pdml’, émel § pilov dvépos éori
# ~ ¥ 4 LY EE]
Yy, Ty Eyvov Ppleyfauérns diov,

2 ooty B: daat v P®: daci yoiv F

D65 (B20) Diog. Laert. 1.111

Brove [. . . scil Earepevidns), de [. . .] Bevoddins 6 Ko-
Moderos drmrotrar dmol, TérTapa Tpos Tols WerTi-
wovre Kal éxardy.

D66 (BS) Diog. Laert. 9.19
Hidy 8 émrd v Eao kol éffrort’ éviavrol
Binorpilovres éunv Pporrid” dv’ “EANdSa
vy
éx yeverfis 8¢ 767" Niouv detroot wévre Te wpos
Totg,
elmep éyo mepl 7618 oida Méyew érduws.
D67 (BY) Etym. Gen. ad yijpas 42 Calame

dv8pos ynpévros moANdv dpavpdrepos
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And they say that when he was once passing by
a puppy that was being mistreated,
He took pity and said these words:
“Stop beating it, since this is truly the soul
Of a dear friend whom I recognized on
hearing him ery out.”

D65 (B20) Diogenes Laertins

As Xenophanes of Colophon says he heard [scil. Epi-
menides] lived for 154 [scil. years].

D66 (B8) Diogenes Laertius
Already seven and sixty years have been tossing
about
My thought throughout the land of Greece;
And at that time there had already been twenty-
five more since my birth,
If 1 myself know how to speak truly about
these things.

D67 (BY) Etymologicum Genutnum

Much more feeble than an old man
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References to Other Poets (D68-D69)

D68 {< B21) Schol. in Aristoph. Pac. 697

o Supwridns SwBéBhnro éml dihapyvpiq [ . ] dfer
Eevoddrns ktpBeka adrdr wposayopeder.

D69 (B6) Athen. Deipn. 9.6, 368F

p . a sy , y -
méuhas yap kwhfy épidov oréhos fpao miov
ravpov hopwod, Tiuor dedpl hayelr,
Tot khéos ‘BAMdBa mdoar édiferas odd
3 I
dmorifer,
» s % 2 8 ’ 5 2 3 S -
éor’ dv dobdwr ) yévos EAhadikdv.

3 depiferar mss., corr. Karsten

An Isolated Word in Uncertain Meter (D70)

D70 (< B40) Etym. Gen. B.338

L4 ~ , » by . N
Bporayos, rov Barpayov "leves, [.. ] kal mapa Bevo-
pever!

det.

1 Bevodd(ver) A: Bevod(de)r(t) B
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References to Other Poets (D65-D69)
D68 (< B21) Scholia on Aristophanes’ Peace

Simonides was accused of being avaricious [. . .| for this
reason Xenophanes calls him a “skinflint.”

D69 (B6) Athenaeus, Defpnosophists

You sent the thighbone of a kid goat, but you
received the rich leg
Of a fatted bull, an honored piece to obtain
for a man
Whose fame will reach through all of Greece
and will not cease
As long as the race of Greek songs will live.!

1The absence of context makes the point unclear, but it has
often been thought that this is an ironic swipe at a fellow post
(perhaps Simonides, cf. D68).

An Isolated Word in Uncertain Meter (D70)
D70 (< B40) Eiymologicum Genuinum

brotakhos: botrakhros [i.e. “frog”] in Ionie [, . .] and in
Xenophanes.
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R

First Mentions and Allusions
In Heraclitus

See HER. D20

Parodies and Allusions in Epicharmus

See DRAM. T2-T3

Imitations in Euripides

See DRAM. T72-T73

Xenophanes as the Initiator of the Eleatic Line of
Descent of Greek Philosophy (RI-R3)

RI1 (< A29) Plat. Soph. 242d

[BE.] 76 8¢ 'Jm.p’ it "Bheartcov éfvos, dmd Hevodd-
vovs Te kai ér mpaer dpéduevor, as dvds Svros TdY
wdprav kehovpdvey olte Silépyerar Tots uidots.

L Auty Paris. 1808 (et Theod. Cur 2.17): fpdv BTW
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R

First Mentions and Allusions
In Heraclitus

See HER. D20

Parodies and Allusions in Epicharmus

See DRAM. T2-T3

Imitations in Euripides

See DRAM. T72-T73

Xenophanes as the Initiator of the Eleatic Line of
Descent of Greek Philosophy (RI-R3)

R1 (< A29) Plato, Sophist

[The stranger from Elea;] Our Eleatic tribe, which begins
with Xenophanes and even earlier, explain in their stories
that what are called “all things’ is one [cf. DOX. T4].
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R2 (< A30) Arist. Metaph. A5 986b21-22

Blevoddrns 8¢ mpdros rovrwy évicas[.. .= P10, R12].

R3 (< A8) Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.64.2

Ths 8¢ "Bhearudis dyoyis Bevopdrns 6 Kohodarios
xardpyet [. . . =D4],

The Eleatization of Xenophanes (R4-R11)

R4 (< A3l) Simpl. In Phys., p. 22.26-23.14 (= Theophr.
[Frag, 224 FHS&G]

r b M L) N » ) N N N ~ A »
piay 8¢ v dpxny fror & 70 bv kal mavr wal ofite
TETEPAT PEVoY oUTe dmeLpoy oUTe KuwoDuevoy oliTe Hpe-
uoty Hevoddwmy tov Kolopdmor tov Iapuevitov
Biddorahov Vmoriflerfai dnoy 6 Beddpaoros Gpodo-
VG érépas elvor pdhhov B Tis mepl PUoews loTopias
i peipmy THs Tobrov 86€ns

b h) Y -~ ~ -~ \ 5 £ L=

70 yap &v tolito kol mov Tov fedv éheyer 6 Bevo-
ddems. Sv &va pév Seixvuow éx Tol mdrTeY KpATIOTOY
elvat. TheSrar yap, ¢maiv, dvrer dpolws Uwdpyew
dvdyren wion 1O kparely 10 8¢ mdvTer kpdTioTor Kal
dpiorov Beds.

3 Id N 2 e 3 ~ -~ Y I N

dyévyrov 8¢ eirrver éx Tob Belv TO ywduevor §
1 13 / o2 £ s s 5 h Y Y o
é€ duolov 4 €€ drvopotov yiverfor dANG 70 uév Gpotor

11t has often been doubted that Theophrastus could have
been the author of a doxography that, probably combining the
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R2 (<A30) Aristotle, Metaphysics

Xenophanes, the first of those [scil. together with Par-
menides and Melissus] to have taught the One [. . .].

R3 (< A8) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Xenophanes of Colophon is the founder of the Eleatic
school [ . .].

The Eleatization of Xenophanes (R4-R11)

R4 (< A31) Theophrastus in Simplicius, Commentary on
Aristotle’s Physics

Theophrastus says that Xenophanes of Colophon, the
teacher of Parmenides, supposes that the prineciple is one,
or that what is and the whole are one, and that it is neither
limited nor unlimited, nor moving nor at rest; and he [i.e.
Theophrastus] agrees that recording this man’s opinion
belongs to a dilferent field of research rather than to the
one concerning nature.!

For Xenophanes said of this one and whole that it is
god. He demonstrated that he is one on the basis of the
fact that he is the strongest of all: for, he says, if there were
more than one, ruling would necessarily belong to all of
them in a similar way; but god is the strongest and best of
all.

He demonstrated that he is ungenerated on the basis
of the fact that what comes about must come about either

Platonic tradition of Xenophanes® Eleatic filiation (cf. R1) with

the naiveté noted by Aristotle (in R12), attributes theses to Xeno-
phanes that he certainly never maintained.
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3 rd e Y -~ I'd L] b hY -~
dmralés dmow dmd Tob dpotov: 0v8er yap palhor yer-
vir f) yerwdofar mpoaiixer T0 Spowv éx ol Guotow
el 8¢ € dvopotov vivorro, ExTor 0 dv &k Tob pA dv-
ros. kol ovTws dyéomrov el didrov édelirv.

ofire O¢ dmewpov oflre wemepaoruévor elvou, didri
o b N AN < » 2 N o ar 4
ATELPOY WEV TO U7 6V wS oUTe apXy éxov olTe péoor
2 4 I b b I hY 4
oifre Téhos, mepaivew 8¢ mpds dMhe Ta Theln.

, A LY M » 3 ~ ~ A

mapaThnoins 8¢ kal Ty kivmow adoapel kal Ty
npeplov. dxivmror pv yip elvar 70 pun v obre yip
kal > L4 L' LI h L 2 ) -~
&y eis adrd Erepor olire adrd wpds diho énletv xurel-

Y h r -~ £ rd 4 A\ 1 o
aflar 8¢ Ta whelw 7ol évds. érepov ydp eis Erepow
rd 1 o N 3 > ~ P s 5\

perafaider,! doTe kal Srov év TatTd pévety Aéyy kal

x -~ 3 A A > s N
uy wwwetofad [, . . = D19, od kard v npeutar Y
> e ~ 4 L4 2 # L) hY
dvTikebrmy T ko pérew adTé dmow, dAla
kare THY dmd kunjoens kol Hpeptas Enpnuérge po-
viv [, . =RE].

1 peraBdhiew Usener post Karsten: peraSdAher mss.

R5 (< A31) Simpl. In Phys., p. 23.14-20

[...=R4] Nikdhaos 8¢ 6 Aapacrnros ds drepor kal
drtrnTor Myorros wirob v dpxny év 1f Llepi feddy
[Frag. 1 Drossaart Lulofs] dropwnuovede,, ANéEardpos
N A 7 LI A\ 4 3 3 o
8¢ ds memepaouévor abrd kol opaipoedés dAN &m

1The attribution, found frequently in the doxography, of
sphericity to Xenophanes” god goes back perhaps to Aristotle, if
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from what is similar or from what is dissimilar. But he says
that what is similar cannot be affected by what is similar,
for it is not more appropriate for the similar to generate
than to be generated out of what is similar. And if it came
about from the dissimilar, then being would come from
not-being. And in this way he demonstrated that he is
ungenerated and eternal.

And that he is neither unlimited nor limited, since on
the one hand unlimited is what does not exist, as it has
neither a beginning nor a middle nor an end, and on the
other hand what makes a limit with regard to one another
is a plurality of things.

In the same way he abolishes both motion and rest, For
immobile is what does not exist, for neither could some-
thing else go toward it nor could it go toward something
else; and what moves is a plurality of things more than one,
for one thing exchanges its place with another, So that
when he says that he stays in the same place and does not
move [. .. = D19], he says that it stays at rest not in the
sense of that rest which is opposed to motion, but in the
sense of motionlessness deprived of motion and rest [ . .].

R5 (< A31) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s Phys-
ics

[. . .] Nicolaus of Damascus asserts in his On Gods that
he [ie. Xenophanes] says that the principle is unlimited
and motionless, while Alexander says that it is limited and
spherical.! But it is clear from what has been said earlier

it is admitted that Xenophanes conceived his god by referring to
the totality of the world (cf. R12) and that the world is spherical
{what is not the case for Xenophanes, cf. D22 [3] and D31).

9



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III

pév oifre Emepor otire memepacpévor alto Selxruay,
éx ThVY wpoetprpévor SHhor memepaouévor Bé wal
M 3N ) N 7 o /s
apaipoedés adrd Sue 70 wavrayéfer Spotov Aéyew,
kal morTe voely 8€ dyow alrd Méywr[. . .= D18l

R6 (< A28) Ps.-Arist. MXG 3.1-11 977a13-b19

[1] adbvardr dnow elvar, e T o, vevéoBour, Tolro
Aywv [977ald] émi 7ol feot dvdyxn ydp Hrou é€
3 rs M 3 a ’ 4 Y I
ouotow 1) €€ dvopolov [al5] yevéafar 70 yerdpevor
hy o 2 ’ 2 h e & 3 I3 ’

Suvardr 8¢ obdérepov ofire yap Suowov U@’ opoiov
mpoonkew Texvwmbivur pilhov f Texvéoor (TaiTi
vop dmavra Tols ye loois kal Ouolws Dwdpxew wpos
dAAnha) ol dv €€ drouoiov Tdvdpotor yevéofar. [2]
PO ’ FY s [ s A 2
el yap yiyvouro éf dobeverrépov 16 ioyvpdrepov 1) €€
2 4 \ -~ - L rd b ~
édrrovos 10 [a20] uetlov % éx yetpovos T6 kpetrrov,
7 Totwavrior Té yelpw ék TEY kperTévwy, TO ok dv
]g » 1 o ’ H [ )8 7 =/8 5 oy
& 8vrosl dv yevéofai, 8mep dbivaror. didiov uev ovv
Sud TatTa etvor Top Jedy,

[8] €l & &orw 6 feds [a23] dardvrer kpdrioroy, éva

b LY 4 . 3 b s kY s

noiv abrov Tpoojrew elvar. el yap o 4 mhelovs
elev, ovk v & kpdrwrror xal Bétiorror avTov [a23]
elvor mavTev. ékeoTos yap &v feds TOw molhdw
€ rd n A~ Ll ~ A Y N ~ 4
dpoiws dv Tolobros elm. roiiro yap Pedv kal feot 8-
vepw €var, Kpatety, dANd u kpareiofar, kol mdvTwy

multa menda quae praesertim in ms. R exhibentur omit-

timus 1 dpros <4 70 dv é£ obk dvros> Brandis: 70 dv €€
odx dvros Gomperz

80

XENOPHANES

that he demonstrates that it is neither unlimited nor lim-
ited, but that he says that it is limited and spherieal since
it is similar in every direction. And he says that it thinks
all things, saying [. . . = D18].

R6 (< A28) Ps.-Aristotle, On Melissus, Xenophanes, and
Gorglas

[1} He says that is it impossible, if something exists, for it
to come about, saying this with regard to god. For it is
necessary that what comes about come about either from
what is similar or from what is dissimilar. But neither of
these is possible. For it is suitable neither that what is
similar be engendered by what is similar any more than
that it engender it {for, at least for things that are equal,
all things are the same, and with regard to one another
they are in a similar way) nor could the dissimilar come
about out of what is dissimilar. [2] For if the stronger came
about from the weaker or the larger from the smaller or
the better (kreitton) from the worse, or if inversely worse
things came about from better ones, them what is not
would come about from what is—which is impossible. For
these reasons god is eternal.

[3] But if god is the strongest (kratiston) of all things,
he says that it is suitable that he be one. For if there were
two or more, he would no longer be the strongest and best
of them all. For each of the many ones, being a god, would
be like this in the same way. For this is what a god and the
power of a god is, to dominate (kratein) and not to be
dominated, and to be the strongest of all. So that to the
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degree that he is not stronger, he is not god either. [4] So
on the hypothesis that they are a plurality, if they were
stronger in some regards but less so in others, they would
not be gods; for what is divine has the nature of not being
dominated. [5] And if they were equal, they would not
have the nature of god, who must be the strongest; but
what is equal is neither better nor worse than what is
equal. So that if god really exists and if he is like this, god
is only one. For [scil. otherwise] he would not be able to
do all the things he wanted to do; for he would not be able
to, if they were a plurality. So he is only one.

[6] Being one, he is similar everywhere, and he sces
and hears and possesses the other senses everywhere. For
otherwise, his parts, being [scil. parts] of a god, would
dominate and be dominated by each other-—which is im-
possible.

[7] Being similar everywhere, he is spherical in shape:
for he is not this here but not there, but everywhere.

[8] Being eternal, one, and spherical in shape, he is not
any more unlimited than he is limited, For unlimited is
what does not exist; for this possesses neither a middle nor
a beginning nor an end nor any other part, and the unlim-
ited is like this. But what exists could not be what does not
exist. And things would not limit one another unless they
were a plurality, But the one is similar neither to what does
not exist nor to what is a plurality. For the one does not
possess anything against which it is limited.

6 dpdv Te kal drovely mss., corr. Wendland 7 dvra del.
Diels 8ol <Suosor kai> Wendland 9 &yer mss,,
corr, Bonitz
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Siov wai ddpfaprov Tov kéopov,

RS

a (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.19

[.. .= D24] odoiav feol odarpoedy), pynder duowov
Exovoor dvlpomy [ = D20].

84

XENOPHANES

[9] But a one like this, which he says is god, neither
moves nor is immobile. For immobile is what does not
exist; for neither could something else go toward it nor
could it go toward something else. And what moves are
things that are more than one; for it is necessary that one
thing move toward another. So nothing could move toward
what does not exist; [10] for what does not exist exists
nowhere. But if things exchange places with one another,
then what exists would be more than one. For these rea-
sons two things or more than one could move, while what
could rest and be immobile is nothing. [11] But the one
does not rest any more than it moves; for it is similar nei-
ther to what does not exist nor to what are many.

And god being in this way in all these regards, he is
eternal and one, similar and spherical, is neither unlimited
nor limited, neither resting nor in motion. [, . ]

R7 (A37) Astus

Xenophanes, Parmenides, Melissus: the world is ungener-
ated, eternal, and indestructible.

RS

a (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

[. . .] the substance of god is spherical, and it possesses
nothing similer to a human [. . .].
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b (> A4) Cic. Acad. 2.118

Xenophanes paulo etiam antiquior unum esse omnia,
neque id esse mutabile, et id esse deum neque natum
umguam et sempiternum, conglobata figura.

R9 (cf A32) Ps.-Plut. Strom. 4 {Eus, PE 1.8.4)
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R10 (< A49) Aristocl. Philos. 7 (Eus. PE 14.17.1)
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b (> A4) Cicero, Prior Academics

Xenophanes, who is even a little earlier [scil. than Anax-
agoras, said] that all things are one, and that this does not
change, and that it is a god who is never born and is eter-
nal, of a spherical shape.

R9 (cf. A32) Ps,-Plutarch, Stromata

Xenophanes of Colophon went his own way, one that dif-
fered from all of those we mentioned earlier [i.e. Thales,
Anaximander, Anaximenes): he accepts neither generation
nor destruction, but says that the whole is always similar.
For, he says, if it were generated, then necessarily it would
not have existed earlier; but what does not exist conld not
come about, nor could what does not exist make anything
nor could anything come about from the action of what
does not exist. And he asserts that the senses are decep-
tive, and in general he also slanders, together with them,
reason itself.l [, . .] And he asserts about the gods that
there is no supremacy among them, for it would not be in
conformity with piety for one of the gods to be subject to
a master; and that none stands in need of any of them or
of anything at all; and that he hears and sees as a whole
and not in some part [. . .].

1 This last phrase goes in the direction of the Skeptical inter-
pretation (cf. RI5-R23); contrast R10.

R10 (< A49) Aristocles, On Philosophy

For they [i.e. the philosophers Aristocles is about to men-
tion] think that perceptions and representations (phanta-
siai) must be rejected and that trust must be placed in
reason alone. For Xenophanes, Parmenides, Zeno, and

87



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY IlI

pevidns xat Zvov wal Méuooos éheyor [ . 1. 80er
nEtovy obrol ye 10 dv &v elvon kol 70 Erepov py elvas,
MT]SE TEVV&O-GCL[’, TL P’T]BE\ ¢9€ip€03aﬂ ‘u;’qaé KLVE?O'BU.L

) ’
TG ’.JTCLPG’.'T(IV .

R11 {< A36) Theod. Cur. 4.5

; e s A ey . ,
Bevopdrne [. . ], 0 s Eheariciic nipéoews fynod-
<t T by [n] s N hY
pevos, &v elvar 6 Tév Ednoe, ohapoades kol meme-

- 3 4 3 LI by s L
paopévor, ob yerqrér, dil’ dibior xal wdumar dictm-
Tov. wahtr & ab Tdvde THY Aoy émshaldperos, éx

-~ -~ ~ k4 o 3 - b h , N
s yis ¢vvas Emavra elpnrer. adrod yap by tébe TO
émos éoriv- [.. . = D27].

Peripatetic Criticisms (R12-R14)

RI12 (< A30) Arist. Metaph. A5 986b18-27

Tapperidns pev yap éowce Tod ward T7ov Adyor évds
Grreofos, Méhaaos 8¢ rob wara ™p Ty (8o kol &
wér memepaouévor 6 8 dmwepdy dmow elvar adrd)
Hevopdrms 8¢ [. . . cf. P10, R2] odfév Siecadijoey,
ot8e THs Picews Tobrwv odderépas owe Buyely, AN
els TOv Ohov olpardy dmoBhéas o év elval dgmot ToV
fedv.l obiror péw ofw, kafidmep elmoper, dderéor mpos
i viv {fryow, of pév 8o kal wdumar os Ovres
pucpov dypokdrepor, Sevoddims kat Méuooos [. . .
of. PARM. R12].

b
1o Redwv E: om. A

88

XENOPHANES

Melissus were the first to say things of this sort [, . .], That
is why these thought that what exists is one and that what
is other does not exist, and that nothing comes about or
perishes or moves at all.

R1I (< A36) Theodoret, Cure of the Greek Maladies

Xenophanes [. . .], who was the originator of the Eleatic
sect, said that the whole is one, spherical, and limited, not
generated, but eternal and entirely motionless. Then, for-
getting these statements, he said that all things are gener-
ated out of earth; for this verse is his: [. . . = D27].

Peripatetic Criticisms (R12-R14)
R12 {<A30} Aristotle, Metaphysics

Parmenides seems to have treated of the one according to
definition, and Melissus according to matter; that is why
the former says that it is limited, the latter that it is unlim-
ited [cf. PARM. D8.47; MEL. D3-D5]. But Xenophanes
[. . .] said nothing that was clear, nor does he seem to have
touched upon the nature of either of these [scil. the defi-
nition of the form and matter], but with reference to the
whole world (euranos) he says that the one is god.! So, as
we have said, for the purposes of the present investigation
[scil. the investigation of the first causes], these men [i.e.
Xenophanes, Parmenides, and Melissus] should be disre-
garded—and two of them, Xenophanes and Melissus,
completely, since they are a bit too unsophisticated [, . .].

10r “god is the one.” Gf. D16,

89



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III
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R13 (< A4T)

a Aristotle, On the Heavens

1t is for this reason that some people state that the lower
part of the earth is unlimited, saying that its roots go to the
unlimited, like Xenophanes of Colophon: the reason is so
that they don’t have the trouble of searching for the cause.

b Simplicius, Commentary on Arisiotle’s On the Heavens

Since I could not find the verses of Xenophanes on this
subject, I do not know whether he says that it is because
the lower part of the earth is unlimited that the earth is at
rest, or because the space below the earth and the aether
are unlimited that the earth, which goes down to the un-
limited, seems to be at rest. For neither has Aristotle made
this clear [. . .].

R14 (< A28) Ps.-Aristotle, On Melissus, Xenophanes, and
Gorglas

[. . .] [1] First then, he too, like Melissus, assumes that
what comes about comes about from what is. And yet what
prevents what comes about from coming about neither
from the similar <nor from the dissimilar>, but from what
is not? Furthermore, if indeed all things come about from
the similar or from the dissimilar, god would no more be
ungenerated than all other things—but this is impossible.
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So that either there is nothing else besides god, or else all
the other things are sternal.

[2] Furthermore, he assumes that god is the most power-
ful {kratiston), meaning by this the one that has the most
power {dunatdiaton) and is the best. But this does not
seem to be in accordance with usage, but rather the gods
are thought to be superior (kreitfous) to one another in
many ways. So it is not from customary opinion that he
took this point as established,

[3] He is said to assume that god is the most powerful not
in the sense that the nature of god would be this with re-
gard to something else, but rather with regard to its own
condition, since in that case nothing would prevent his
being superior not by his own supremacy and force, but
by the weakness of the others. But no ene would wish to
say that it is in this sense that he has stated that god is most
powerful, but because he exists in the best possible condi-
tion, and lacks nothing for existing perfectly well; for if he
is in a condition <like this one>, then doubtless this [i.e.
being the most powerful] will acerue to him too. [, . .]

[6] Furthermore, if he is like this, for what reason would
he be spherical and not possess instead some other shape,
because he hears in every part and dominates in every
part? For when we say of white lead that it is white in ev-
ery part, we only mean that whiteness is its color in all of
its parts. If so, then what prevents it from being the case
there too that he sees, hears, and dominates in every part
in the sense that, whatever part of him one might take, it
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will have these properties? But just as little as for the white
lead, it is not necessary that god have for this reason a
spherical shape,

[7] Further, how is it possible that, being a body and hav-
ing a magnitude, he be neither unlimited nor limited,
since that is unlimited which does have a limit but is ca-
pable of receiving a limit, and a limit comes about in a
magnitude and a plurality and in everything that is quan-
titative? So that if he does not have a limit, although he is
a magnitude, he is unlimited?

[8] Furthermore, if he is spherical, he must necessarily
have a limit: for he has extremities, if indeed he has his
own center from which they are most distant. But he has
a center, since he is spherical: for what has the same dis-
tance from its center to its extremities is spherical; and for
a body, to have extremities or limits does not differ at all
[...1

[13] Furthermore, what prevents god, if he is one, from
being limited and having limits, as Parmenides says that,
being one, he is

On every side, similar to the volume of a well-
rounded ball,

Everywhere balanced equally starting from its center
[... = PARM, D8.45-49|7

For it is necessary that the limit be of something, but not
necessarily with regard to something, and it is not neces-
sary that what has a limit have a limit with regard to some-
thing, like what is limited with regard to the unlimited that

is contiguous, but to be limited is to possess extremities,

15 7y ante épeffis habent mss.: del. Mullach 18 dretpor
Mullach: amelpov mss.: as . . . dweipov del. Wilson
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but what possesses extremities doos not necessarily pos-
sess them with regard to something. [. . ]

[15] Once again, on the question of the motionlessness of
what is [, . .]: would one not assume that not to move and
to be immobile are not identical, but rather that the one
is the negation of moving [. . .], while one speaks of “being
immobile” if the thing possesses thisin a certain way [, . ]?
[...]

[18] Further, even if the reason why god and the one do
not move is because it is a plurality of things that move by
going toward one another, what prevents god too from
moving toward something else? For <he nowhere says>
that he <is> only <one>, but only that he is the only god.
[19] But even if this is so, what prevents <god’s > parts from
¢moving > toward one another while god moves in a circle?
For he certainly will not say, like Zeno, that a one like this
is multiple. For he himself says that god is a body, whether
he means by that this totality or something else; for if he
were bodiless, how could he be spherical?

The Skeptical Tradition (RI5-R23)
Xenophanes™ Special Role in Timon of Phlius’
Mockeries (Silloi) (R15-R16)

R15 (# DK) Diogenes Laertius

Of the Mockeries [Silloi] there are three [scil. hooks] in
which, being a Skeptic, he [i.e. Timon] reviles and mocks
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all the dogmatic philosophers in the form of a parody. In
the first one he speaks in the first person, the second and
third ones are in the form of dialogue. For he introduces
himself questioning Xenophanes of Colophon about each
of them, and the latter describes them for him, in the
second book the more ancient ones, in the third the more
recent ones.

R16 (< A35) Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism

For after he [i.e. Timon] had praised him [i.e. Xeno-
phanes] in many passages, to the point of dedicating his
Mockeries [Silloi] to him, he represented him lamenting
and saying,

If only I too had gotten a share of a solid intelligence

And locked at both sides. But I was fooled by a
deceitful method,

Since I was born long ago and did not bother about
any kind of

Examination. For in whatever direction I directed my
mind,

Everything dissolved into one and the same thing; all
that exists, ,

Drawn in every direction, always became immobile
in a single, similar nature.

This is why he calls him “not too arrogant” and not entirely
“without arrogance,” when he says,

Xenophanes, not too arrogant, censor of Homer’s
deceit,

5 émudms edd.: émrwdrrme Diog, Laert. 9.18: émordaryy
mss.
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Was Xenophanes Skeptical or
Dogmatic? (R17-R22)
R17 (¢ A25) Cic. Acad. 2.74

Parmenides Xenophanes [. . , = R27] increpant eorum
adrogantiam quasi irati, qui cum scixi nihil possit audeant
se scire dicere.

R18 (< A49) Ast. 4.9.1 (Stob.) [el d\nfeis ai aiotioes
ral Pavraoio]

I, ] Beroddwys [. . .1 q';evSeTg elvar Tés alorBfoes.

R19 (< Al} Diog. Laert, 9.20
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Fashioned a god far from humans, everywhere equal,
<Untrembling, > unscathed, more thoughtful than
thought,

For he called him “not too arrogant” inasmuch as he was
free of arrogance in a certain regard, and an insulter of
Homer’s deceit since he despised the deceit found in Ho-
mer.

Was Xenophanes Skeptical or
Dogmatic? (R17-R22)

R17 (< A25} Cicero, Prior Academics

Parmenides and Xenophanes [. . .] attack, almost in anger,
the arrogance of those who dare to say that they know,
when nothing can be known.

R18 {< A49) Agtius

[. . .] Xenophanes [. . .]: sense perceptions are deceptive.

R19 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

Sotion says, mistakenly, that he was the first to say that all
things are inapprehensible,
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R20 (< A33) (Ps.-P) Hippol. Ref. 1.14.1
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dNav drfpdror mpohibes & elvar o miv, Kol TOY

Bedv cupdui] rols midow, evoe 8¢ odapoads xal

dral? kai dperdBAnror kal oyudy §fev xal pddov
A n‘ I N + -~ 8 A 2 8 -

miw Bevoddrovs mpos Nuds duadopdy émderrivar.

b (# DK} Adv. Math. 7.48-50

Bevopdims pév kard Twas elrov mdrme dkardAnare
ém ravms &omy s dopds, & ols ypdde ], . =D49].
Sud TobTwy yap cadés wév fowe héyew Tdhnfés kol
o yvdpuor [, . ] v8pa 3¢ Tov dvfpwmor, TG €idud
karaypoperos drri ol yévous [. . ..

¢ (¢ DK) Adv. Math 7.110

I
Eevoddrms 8¢ kard Tovs ds érépws abror éfnyovué-
vous, brar Myg [, . . = D49] dalverar us) wloar kerd-
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R20 (< A33) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies
[.. .] He was the first to assert the inapprehensibility of all

things, when he said the following: [, . . = D49.3—4 with
2 textual variant].

R21 Sextus Empiricus

a {cf. A35) Outlines of Pyrrhonism

[. . .] Xenophanes affirmed dogmatically, against the con-
ceptions of all other humans, that the whole is one, that
god is [scil. consubstantially] mixed with the nature of all
things, and that he is spherical, impassive, unchangeable,
and rational; from this it follows that it is easy to indicate
the difference between Xenophanes and us [i.e. Pyrrho-
nian Skeptics].

b (# DK) Against the Logicians

{. . .] Xenophanes, according to some people, adopts this
position [scil. the one that abolishes the criterion] when
he says that all things are inapprehensible, in the verses
where he writes, [. . . = D49]. For in these verses he seems
to mean by “clear” what is true and known [, , ] and by
“man” the human being, using the specific term instead of
the general one [. . .]

¢ {# DK) Against the Logicians

According to those who interpret Xenophanes differently
[scil. from R21b], when he says, [. . . = D49] he does not
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Ao dvapety GANG, Ty émaryuoruy kal ddidmre-

3 s b hY 8 I ~ h 3 I3
Tov, dmohelmew 8¢ T Bofaomiy- Toiiro yip éudaive
70 “8dkos 8" émi miou Térvkras” [= D49.4] Gorre Kpt-
4 s hY ~ Y Y é
Tpwov yiveoflar kard toiror Tov SofaoTdv Ayov,
TourégTe Tov Tol) eindros dAAG pi) 7OV Tod mayiov
exdperor,

R22 (A35) Ps.-Gal. Hist. phil. 7

[.. ] Eevodpdmy pév mwepi mdvrav fmopnudra, Soyua-

tirapra 8¢ pdvov 16 elvar wdvra & wal robro dmdp-
by Id M £l s

xew fedy wemepaouévor hoywdv duperdBinrov .. ).

An Epicurean Criticism of Xenophanes’
Theology (R23)

R23 (A34) Cic. Nat. deor. 1.28

tum Xenophanes, qui mente adiuncta omne practerea,
quod esset infinitum, deum voluit esse, de ipsa mente item
reprehenditur! ut ceteri, de infinitate autem vehementius,
in qua nihil neque sentiens neque coniunctum potest esse.

1 réprehenditurNOBQFM :reprehendeturdett.: reprehenderet
B'": reprehenderetur AC
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seem to abolish all apprehension whatsoever but only that
which is scientific and infallible, and to accept that which
is probable; for this is what is shown by the phrase “opin-
ion is set upon all things” [= D49.4], so that according
to him what the criterion is is reason belonging to opinion,
i.e. the reason of what is probable, and not the one that
possesses solidity.

R22 (A35) Ps.-Galen, Philosophical History

. . .] Xenophanes was in aporia about all things, and held
as his only dogmatic view that all things are one and that
this is god, who is limited, rational, and changeless [. . .].

See also R10

An Epicurean Criticism of Xenophanes’
Theology (R23)

K23 (A34) Cicero, On the Nature of the Gods

[Velleius, an Epicurean:] Next, Xenophanes, who claimed
that god; once the mind has been added, is everything
else, which is unlimited, is refuted in the same way as all
the others concerning the mind itself, but more severely
concerning the unlimited, for in this there can be nothing
that either perceives or is connected.
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A Problem of Interpretation: Does Everything
Come from Earth According to
Xenophanes? (R24-R26)
Aristotle’s Report (R24)

R24 (cf. ad A36) Arist. Metaph. A8 989a3-10

-~ o ~ N
Towodrow 8¢ kol v dANwv ékacTos Ouoloyel TO oToL-
e N -~ > rd -~
yelov etvar 70 TOV copdTer obfels yoiv jliwae Tdv
I . ~
Borepov kol &v Aeydvrav yiv elvor ororxeior, dnho-
- hY ~ 14
vérL Sud Ty peyolopépeny, v 3¢ TPy éxaoTov
2 a ’ - c \ .\ ~ ¢ 8,
oroixelwy €lndé kpiriy Twa, of pey yap wip ol
- rd ) s e
8wp of & dépa Toir elval dacw kafror Siud T mor
2 by M ~ Is hd < A.A hl ~ 3> _
ot kal TV YHv Myovow, domep ol molhel Tdv dv

Bpdymav [. . J;

The Disagreement of the Traditions (R25-R26)

R25 (< A36)

a Theod. Cur 4.5

[...cf R11] éx mijs yijs Pivar dmavre etpnkey. adrod
vap &3 T6de 10 Emos éorhr [.. .= D27].

b Ps.-Olymp. Ars sacra 24

mp [ . ] vy oddels B6facer clvan dpxfr, € um

Bevoddrgs 6 Kohodowvios,
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A Problem of Interpretation: Does Everything
Come from Earth According to
Xenophanes? (R24-R26)

Aristotle’s Report (R24)

R24 (cf. ad A3B) Aristotle, Metaphysics

- Each of the others [scil. besides those who take the fire as

the primary material element, i.e. essentially Heraclitus]
recognizes that the element of bodies is like this [Le. very
fine]; at least none of those who are later and who say that
there is only one! has judged that earth is the element,
evidently because of the thickness of its texture, while
each of the three elements has found a judge in its favor,
for some people say that it is fire, others water, and others
air. But then why do they not also mention earth, like most
people? [. . .].2

1 On the hasis of these indications one can maintain that Ar
istotle is deliberately setting aside Xenophanes. 2 Aristotle
goes on to attribute to Hesiod the idea that the Earth is born first
of all; this is not strictly true, ¢f. COSM, T11.1-2.

The Disagreement of the Traditions (R25-R26)

R25 {< A36)

a Theodoret, Cure of the Greek Maladies

[. . .] he said that all things are born out of earth; for this
verse is his: [. . . = D27].

b Ps.-Olympiodorus, On the Sacred Art

No one has held the view that earth is a principle except
Xenophanes of Colophon.
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R26 (A36) Gal. In Hipp. Nat. hom. 1.2

ks B¢ kal TV éfnynTdy &vior karepeloarto Bevo-
ddrovs, domep xal Safives, @bl mws ypdfas odrols
dvduaciw. “olite ydp 7O mdpmar dépo héyw Tov du-
Opwmov, adomep Avafiuévgs, olire Udwp ds Galds,
otite yijp ds & Tun Hevoddrms.” olBaudte yip edpi-
arerow Bevopdrns dmodmpdperos obrws. [ . ] kal
Oedppocros & v & rals tiv Duowde Bofdv émro-
pals iy Bevoddvovs 8éfav, elmep ofitws elyer, éye-
ypdces [Frag, 231 FSH&G].

Judgments on Xenophanes™ Poetry (R27-R29)

R27 (< A25} Cic. Acad. 2.74

Parmenides Xenophanes minus bonis quamquam versibus
sed tamen illi versibus [. . . = R17].

R28 (cf. A26) Phil. Prov., ed. Aucher

a 2.39, pp. 74.31-44, 75.1-2

Ujp b oy Publinthwiity, b Jud Twpibibnbo, & ok
By tnnly by, iund npp dpwhquod wy)p wonmmsapabp,

mipntkgub i phppnpuubmpbhl wenmmwsoptunp.

uy uwluyl nmbumphtt gpimptwin pbnmpbuadp
puyuwibup, B wn hwowpal quikbugb ppbubg
Jhwbnh h  pupbwuonmmphih B b qumphi
wunniwbngl impplwp’ puph wpp bk, puyg
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R26 (A36) Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates' On the
Nature of Man

And some of the interpreters have lied badly about Xeno-
phanes, like Sabinus, who writes in his own words, “For
neither do T say that a human being is entirely air, like
Anaximenes, or water, like Thales, or earth, like Xeno-
phanes somewhere.” For nowhere is Xenophanes found to
be asserting this. [. . .] And Theophrastus would have in-
cluded Xenophanes’ opinion in his summaries of physical
opinions, if this had been the case.

Judgments on Xenophanes’ Poetry (R27-R29)
R27 (< A25) Cicero, Prior Academics

Parmenides and Xenophanes, although in less good verses
[scil than Empedocles’], but nonetheless in verses [ . .].

R28 (cf. A26) Philo of Alexandria, On Providence
a

But neither Xenophanes, nor Parmenides, nor Empedo-
cles, nor any other theologian was possessed by poetry as
if be had been divinely inspired; nevertheless, embracing
the observation of this nature with joy, and dedicating
their whole lives entirely to piety and the glory of the gods,
they turned out to be good men, but not gifted poets. They
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plippnnp ny pufnaunnpp: qupu wwpan bp b gEpocon
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i kphiuinp G wonmewduyghl, hpp doiwphn
plippruubu ponmy hpp uljqplunhug gpoyl unnupl,,
b ghinkghly gnjg wyngt b buy:

b 2.42, p. 76.26-29

Upy phgtp Guwboplpltu, B Twpdsbhghe, W
Lubtmhwity, kL hodwhwhnubdnpyp tngw wupp, oy
nhyjuywt hngh Epwdoinng wuinnuuwswpmbikimy:

R29 (A27) Athen, Deipn. 14.32 6320

§ri 8¢ wpos T povouiy oikasTaTal SiékewTo of ap-
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yapbs pire pelovpos.
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would have had to receive inspiration from above, grace
from Heaven, meters, harmonies, divine and heavenly
dactyls, if they were to leave behind real poems, as a per-
fect prototype of writing that would also be a good model
for others.

b

So why did Empedocles, Parmenides and Xenophanes
and the crowd of their emulators not receive the inspira-
tion of the Muses when discussing theology?!

1 Both texts translated by Irene Tind.

R29 (A27) Athenaeus, Deipnosophists

It is clear from the case of Homer too that the very ancient
[scil. poets] were naturally disposed toward music: for
since he composed all his poetry to be sung, he thought-
lessly makes many verses that have a short syllable instead
of a long one at the beginning of the first foot, or that
display the same feature in a middle foot or at the end of
the verse, By contrast, Xenophanes, Solon, Theognis, Pho-
cylides, and also Periander of Corinth, the elegiac poet,
and all those who do not add a melody to their poerns,
polish off their verses in conformity with the numbers and
order of the metrical feet and take care that none of them
is irregularly shortened at either the beginning, the mid-
dle, or the end.
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Xenophaﬁes in The Assembly of
Philosophers (R30)

R30 (= DK) Turba Phil. Sermo IX, p. 82.1-8 FPlessner

ait Eximenus: quod Deus suo verbo omnia creavit, quibus
dixit: estote, et facta sunt cum aliis quatuor elementis,
terra, aqua, aere et igne, quae invicem copulavit, et com-
mixta sunt inimica. videmus enim ignem aquae inimicum
esse el aquam igni, et utrumque terrae et aeri. Deus
tamen ea pace copulavit, quousque ad invicem dilecta
sunt. ex his igitur quatuor elementis omnia creata sunt,
coelum, thronus, angeli, sol, luna, stellae, terra et mare ac
omnia, quae in mari sunt, quae varia sunt et non similia,
quorum naturas Deus diversas fecit, sicut et creationes.
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Xenophanes in The Assembly of
Philosophers (R30)

R30 (# DK) The Assembly of Philosophers

Eximenus [i.e. probably Xenophanes?] said: “God created
all things through His Word: He said to them, ‘Be!” and
they came to be, together with the other four elements,
earth, water, air, and fire, which He conjoined reciprocally,
and the things that were hostile were mixed together. For
we see that fire is hostile to water and water to fire, and
both of them to earth and air. Nonetheless, God conjoined
them together in peace, so that they are reciprocally ami-
cable. Thus out of these four elements all things were
created: heaven, the throne, the angels, the sun, the moon,
the stars, the earth, and the sea, and overything that is in
the sea. All these things are different and not similar, as
God made their natures diverse, just like the creatures
too.”

! Identified as Xenophanes by Plessner, as Anaximenes by
Buska.
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9. HERACLITUS [HER.]

Heraclitus” activity can be situated toward the end of the
sixth century BC. The general form of his book is contro-
versiak: was it made up of a series of relatively independent
reflections and maxims, as is rather suggested by the sen-
tences or groups of sentences that are transmitted, and as
is most often thought, or of a more unified text, indeed of
a continuous argument, as is sometimes suggested? In any
case, no proposed arrangement can seriously claim to re-
flect the original sequence of Heraclitus’ book—notori-
ously, Diels, in despair at the many incompatible propos-
als that had already been put forward at his time, placed
the fragments as far as possible in the alphabetical se-
quence of the authors who cited them. Qur own order
(like other, different ones before ours) aspires only to sug-
gest possible associations and to gather together, for con-
venience of consultation, fragments that seem to form
thematic groupings.

Heraclitus’” work with the Greek language is remark-
able and distinctive. Paradox, antithesis, etymology, se-
mantic and syntactic ambiguity-—all the features that led
antiquity to speak of Heraclitus “the Obscure”—are put
into the service of a mode of thought that undoes com-
monplace identifications and classifications. Whether this
approach, which often takes on the appearance of a de-
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nunciation, is subordinated to a critique of identity in
general or is, on the contrary, in the service of a higher
identity-—called god or logos—is a question that already
divided the ancient interpreters (Aristotle vs. the Stoics).
In any case, Heraclitus is the early Greek philosopher who
in antiquity became the object of the largest number of
divergent interpretations—of which the most celebrated
one remains that of Plato, who attributes to him a corncep-
tion of becoming in perpetual “flux"—and even today he
continues to fascinate and divide his readers.
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Studies

C. H. Kahn, The Art and Thought of Heraclitus (Cam-
bridge, 1979).

OUTLINE OF THE CHAPTER

P
Father, City, Chronology (P1-P2)
Royal Family (P3)
Teachers (P4-P5)
Political Activity (P6-P8)
Character (P9-P12)
Arrogence (P9-P10)
Melancholy (P11-PI2)
Book (P13)
Sayings (P14-P15)
Death (P16-P17)
Iconography (P18)

D
From Near the Beginning of Heracltius® Book (D1-D2)
Axtological Considerations (D3-D28)

Most People Do Not Understand (D3-D9)

The Best Are Few (D10-D14)

Against Accepted Views and Practices (D15-D28)
Against Conventional Religion (D15-D18)
Against Various Men (DI9-D25)

Against Men Accepted as Wise (D19-D20)
On Homer {and Archilochus) (D21-D24)
On Hesiod (D25)

On Thales (THAL. R1)
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On Pythagoras (D26)
On Someone Else? (D27)
A Global Condemnation (D28)
Epistemological Considerations (D29-D45)
All Humans Think {D29-D30)
The Senses as Sources of Knowledge (D31-D34)
Acquiring Knowledge (D35-D40)
The Enigmatic Expression of Knowledge (D41-D42)
What Is WisdomP (D43-D45)
Fundamental Principles {D46-D88)
All Things Are One (D46)
The Opposites (D47-D81)
The Unity of Opposites (D47-D62)
War (D63-D64)
Flux (D65-D66)
Cyclical Alternation of Opposites (D67-D72)
Disine Perspective, Human Perspective (D73
D7)
Animal Perspectives, Human Perspective (D78
D81)
Cosmic Fire (D82-D8S)
Parts of the World and Physical Phenomena (D89-D97)
The Sun (D89-DI1)
The Moon (D92)
The Stars (D93-D95)
Meteorological Phenomena (D96-097)
A Doxographical Presentation of Heraclitus’ Physics
(cf. R46)
Human Beings (D98-D123)
The Soul (D9§—-D104)
Human Laws (D105--D110)
Human Behavior (D111-D117)
Eschatological Considerations (D118-D123)
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R
Heraclitus” Book: Commentaries, Form, Contents (RI1—
RI4)
Attested Ancient Commentaries (RI-R2)
Characterizations of the Gontents of Heraclitus” Book
(R3-R4)
Heraclitus the Obscure (B5-R14)
Characterizations of His Style (R5-R11)
Two Examples of Divergent Interpretations of an
Aphorism (R12-R13)
A Facetious Folsification (R14)
Reception of Heraclitus” Doctrine (R15-R92)
Parody and Allusion in (Ps.—7) Epicharmus (DRAM.
T5-T8)
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Hippocratic Adaptations of Heraclitean Ideas and
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The Heracliteans {R16-R26)
Heraclitus” Reputation (RI16)
Plato on the Heracliteans (R17-R18)
A Report by Aristotle on the Heracliteans (R19)
Reports by a Peripatetic on the Heracliteans (R20-
R21)
Cratylus (R22-R26)
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Plato (R27-R34)
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Discussions and Utilizations of Heraclitus’ Doc-
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On the Doctrine of Flux (R29-R30)
On Unity and Multiplicity (R31)
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A Criticism of the Doctrine of Fitting-Together
(R32)
On the Doctrine of Multiple Perspectives (R33)
An Application to Old Age (R34)
Summaries and Criticisms in Aristotle (R35-R43)
On Cosmic Fire (R35)
On the Docirine of Flux (R36)
On the Coexistence of Opposites (R37-R39)
On the Identity of Opposites (R40-R4i}
On Belief and Knowledge (R42)
On the Soul (R43)
Doxographies of Platonic-Peripatetic Inspiration
(Rd4—R46)
A Systematization in Terms of Contraries (R4d)
Two Systematizations in Terms of Physics (R45-
R46)
Reports Reflecting a Platonic-Aristotelion Appropria-
tion (R47-R49)
Motion (R47)
The Soul (R48)
The Heavens {D49)
Stoics (R50-R686)
Stoic Appropriations (R50-R56)
Zeno (R50-R51)
Cleanthes (R52)
Chrysippus (R53)
Marcus Aurelius (R54-R55)
An Anonymous Paraphrase (R56)
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Heraclitus (R57-R66)
Various Subjects (R57)
Human Reason, Divine Reason (R58-R60)
Cosmic Fire (R61-R63)
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The Great Year (R64)
Evaporations (R65)
Human Development (R66)

Epicurean Polemics (R67-R69)

Heraclitus Among the Skeptics (R70-R73)
Aenesidemus: Skepticism Leads to Heraclitus
(R70-R71)

Sextus Empiricus: Heraclitus Was Not ¢ Skeptic
(R72-R73)

Philo: Heraclitus® Doctrines Derive from the Hebrew

Bible (R74-R76)

Christian Appropriations and Polemics (R77-R87)
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The Text of Heraclitus: Some Examples of Multiple Ver-
sions of the Same Phrase (RI00-R102)
“A Nature Tends to Hide.” (= D35) (RI00)
“A Dry Soul: Wisest and Best.” (= D103) (RI101)
“It Is Better to Hide One’s Ignorance.” (= D113)
(R102)

Doubtfil and Pseudepigraphic Texts (R103-R117)
Variations of Heraclitean Aphorisms Attributed to
Democrates or Democritus (R103-R107)

Other Doubtful Aphorisms (R108-R116)

Selections from an Apocryphal Correspondence
(R117)

121



HERACLITUS [22 DK]

P
Father, City, Chronology (P1-F2)

P1 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.1, 3

[1] ‘Bpdrieros Bhdowros 4, ds mwes, ‘Hpdkwrros,!
3 s fad » by Y b 3 4 Nor
Edéowos. obros fixpale pév kard v évdmy xai €€n-
woariy "Olvpardda. [. . ] [3] érehedra Brods Ery éE-
KOV,

1 ‘Hpaxiwvros vel -fovros mss., corr, Keil

P2 {< Ala) Sude H.472

‘Hpdrheros BAdowros % Batrwpos, of 8¢ ‘Hpaxives,1
‘Edéaios, [ . ] Jv 8¢ émi s £F 'Olvpmddos, émi
Aapeiov Tot “Tordomov [. . ]

1*Hpaxivos mss.: ‘Hpaxédvros Keil: ‘Hpaxiovos coni. Adler

122

HERACLITUS

P
Father, City, Chronology (P1-P2)
P1 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

{1] Heraclitus, son of Bloson or, as some say, of Heracon,
from Ephesus. He reached his full maturity during the
69th Olympiad {504/500 BC]. . . .] [3] he died at the age
of sixty [ef. P16[3]].

P2 (< Ala) Suda

Heraclitus, son of Bloson or of Bautor, others say of Her-
acis, from Ephesus. [. . .] He lived during the 69th Olym-
piad [504/500] during the time of Darius, son of Hystaspes
[...]
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Political Activity (P6-P8)

P6 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.2-3
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Royal Family (P3)

P3 (< Al) Diogenes Laertins

He renounced the title of king in favor of his brother.
L According to the historian Pherecydes, cited by Strabo
(Geogr. 14.3), the descendants of Androclus, the founder of

Ephesus, were called by the title of kings and enjoyed certain
distinctive honors.

Teachers (P4-P5)

P4 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He studied with no one, but he said that he searched for
himself [cf. D36] and that he learned everything from
himself. But Sotion says that some people said that he
studied with Xenophanes [. . .].

P53 (< Ala) Suda

[. . .] He was not the disciple of any of the philosophers,
but was educated by his [or: by] nature and diligence. [... ]
Some people said that he studied with Xenophanes and
Hippasus the Pythagorean.

Political Activity (P6-P8)

P6 (< Al) Diogenes Lacrtius

When he was asked by them [ie. the Ephesians] to give
them laws, he scorned to do so, since the city was already
dominated by its bad constitution. [3] And he withdrew
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Character (P9-P12)
Arrogance (P9-F10)

P9 (¢ Al) Diog. Laert. 9.1, 5, 6, 15

[1] peyahédpwr 8¢ yéyove map’ dvrwaody kal Vrepd-
wrns, s kat ék 7ol cuyypdupoTos adrod Shov, év §
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into the temple of Artemis, where he spent his time play-
ing dice with the children {ef. D76]; when the Ephesians
gathered around him he asked, “Why are you surprised,
you wretches? Is it not better to do this than to engage in
politics with you?”

P7 (¢ ASb) Plutarch, On Garrulity

[...] when his fellow citizens asked him to give his opinion
about concord, he went up to the rostrum, took a goblet
of cold water, sprinkled some barley groats into it and
stirred it with mint [cf. D59]; then he drank it out and
went away—he had shown them that to be satislied with
one’s circumstances and to feel no need for luxuries pre-
serves cities in peace and concord.

P8 (< A3} Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

For Heraclitus, the son of Bloson, persuaded the tyrant
Melancomas to relinquish his rule. He looked dewn upon
King Darius, who invited him to come to Persia [ef. R117].

Character (P9-P12)
Arrogance (P9-P10)

P9 (¢ Al) Diogenes Laertius

[1] He was surpassingly haughty and contemptuous, as is
clear from his book, in which he says, [. . . = D20]. For
“What is wise is one™ [. .. = D44]. [. . .] [5] He was as-
tonishing from childhood, for when he was young, he said
that he knew nothing, but, when he had grown up, he said
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Melancholy (P11-P12)

P11 {< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.6 (= Theophr. Frag. 233
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Beddpacros ¢ dnoww Tmd pehayyohias [. . . cf. RSe].
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that he knew everything. [. . .] [6] Antisthenes gives evi-
dence in his Successions for his haughtiness: for he re-
nounced the title of king in favor of his brother. [. . .] [15]
Demetrius says in his Homonyms that he also looked down
on the Athenians, so great was his renown, and that, heing
scorned by the Ephesians, he preferred his personal mat-
ters.

P10

a (# DK) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

For certain people are not less convinced about their opin-
ions than others are about their knowledge—][scil. the case
of] Heraclitus shows this.

b (= DK) Ps.-Aristotle, Magna Moralia

For if an opinion is strong because it is firm and unshake-
able, it will not at all differ from knowledge [. . .]. For
example, Heraclitus of Ephesus has this kind of opinion
about the things about which he held an opinion.

Melancholy (P11-P13)

P11 (< Al) Theophrastus in Diogenes Laertius
Theophrastus says that it was because of his melancholy

[..L
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P12 (68 A21) Sotion, On Anger, in Stobaeus, Anthology

Instead of becoming angry, Heraclitus, among the sages,

was overcome by tears, and Democritus by laughter [cf.
ATOM. P46-P48].

Book (P13)

P13 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

He deposited it [scil. his book] in the temple of Artemis
[...] :

Sayings (P14-P15)

P14 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

They say that when he was asked why he kept silent, he
said, “So that you can chatter.”

P15 (¢ AD) Aristotle, Parts of Aniﬁals

Just as what Heraclitus is reported to have said to strang-
ers who wanted to meet him—they were approaching him,
but they stopped when they saw that he was warming
himself by the oven; but he told them not to hesitate but
to enter, saying to them, “For there are gods here too”—so
too[...].
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Death (P16-F17)
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Death (P16-P17)

P16 (< Al} Diogenes Laertius

[3] In the end he became a misanthrope and withdrew,
passing his time in the mountains and eating herbs and
plants. But when he came down with dropsy because of
this, he returned to the city and asked the doctors, with a
riddle, whether they were capable of changing a rainstorm
into a drought; they did not understand, so he buried him-
self in an ox stall, hoping that he would be dried out by the
warmth of the manure. But he did not achieve anything in
this way either, and he died at the age of sixty [ef. P1].[.. ]
[4] Hermippus says that he asked the doctors whether it
was possible to reduce his intestines and their moisture by
drying them out; when they said it was not, he placed
himself in the sunlight and told his slaves to smear him
with cow dung. Stretched out in this way, he died the next
day and was buried in the agora. Neanthes of Cyzicus says
that he stayed there because he could not tear off the cow
dung himself and that, since he was unrecognizable be-
cause of his transformation, he was caten by dogs. [. . .] [5]
But Sotion says [, . .] that Ariston says in his On Heraclitus
that he was cured of his dropsy too but died of a different
disease; and Hippobotus says the same thing.
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P17 (< Ala) Suda

When he came down with dropsy, he did not allow the
doctors to cure him in the way they wished, but he himself
smeared his whole body with cow dung and let this be
dried out by the sun; as he was lying there, dogs came
upon him and tore him to pieces. Others say that he died
covered in sand.

See also R78

Iconography (P18)

P18 (p. 144.25-30 and I, p. 3 DK) Richter I, pp. 80-81
and Figures 306-13; Richter-Smith pp. 127-29 and Fig-
ures 88-90; Koch, “Tkonographie,” in Flashar, Bremer,
Rechenauer (2013), L1, pp. 223, 224.
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D

From Near the Beginning of Heraclitus’
Book (D1-D2)

DI (B1) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math, 7.132 (et al.)
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D

From Near the Beginning of Heraclitus’
Book (D1-D2)}1

L Although Sextus Empiricus and Aristotle (Rhetoric 3.5
1407b14) both indicate that D1 comes from the beginning of
Heraclitus® bool, it was most likely not the very first sentence but
was preceded by something along the lines of “This is the account
{fogos) of Heraclitus of Ephesus.”

D1 (Bl) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

For this is what the abovementioned man [i.e. Heraclitus]
[ . .] says at the beginning of his book On Nature [or: of
his remarks about nature]:

And of this account (logos) that is—always—hu-
mans are uncomprehending, both before they
hear it and once they have first heard it. For,
although all things come about according to
this account (logos), they resemble people
without experience of them, when they have
experience both of words and of things of the
sort that I explain when I analyze each [scil. of
them] in conformity with its nature and indi-
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cate how it is. But other men are unaware of
all they do when they are awake, just as they
forget all they do while they are asleep.

D2 (< B2) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

[. . .Jalittle later he adds that therefore we ought to follow
what is in common {for xunos [Le. the Ionic term)] means
“in common”);

‘But although the account (logos) is in common
{xunos), most people live as though they had
their own thought (phronésis).

Axiological Considerations (D3-D28)
Most People Do Not Understand (D3-D9)

D3 (BL17) Clement of Alexandria, Stromaia

Many people, as many as encounter things, do not
think (phronein) that they are such [scil. as they are],
and even after they have learned about them they
do not understand them, but they think [scil. that they
dol.

D4 (B34) Eusebius, Evangelical Preparation

Being uncomprehending, when they have heard
they resemble deaf people—the saying bears wit-
ness about them: “being present, they are absent.”
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D5 (B19) Clem. Alex, Strom. 2.24.5
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D5 {B19) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Crltielzing some people as unbelieving, Heraclitus says:
“not knowing how to hear or speak” [or: they do not
know how to speak either|.

D& (< B70) Iamblichus, On the Soul

[. . .] Heraclitus thought that human opinions are chil-
dren’s toys.

D7 (< B74) Marcus Aurelius, Meditations

[. . .] we should not [scil. act and speak] <like> the chil-
dren of our parents [. . .].

D8 (B87) Plutarch, How to Listen; How the Young Man
Should Read Poetry

A dull-witted [or: fainthearted] man tends to be
alarmed by every account ({ogos).

D9 (B97) Plutarch, Whether the State should be Goo-
erned by an Old Man

Dogs bark at whomever they do not know.

The Best Are Few (D10-D14)

D10 (B104) Proclus, Commentary on Plato’s First Al-
cibiades :

Rightly then the noble Heraclitus curses the mass of men
as being mindless and irrational. For he says, “What is
their intelligence or understanding? They believe
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the people’s bards and take the crowd as their
teacher, for they do not know that ‘most men are
bad’ [cf. Bias, MOR. T35.6.1] and that the good
are few.”

D11 (B39) Diogenes Laertius

In Priene was born Bias, the son of Teutames, who

-is held in greater account (logos) than the others.

D12 {B49) Theodore Prodromus, Letters

One man, for me, is ten thousand, if he is the best.

D13 (B29) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

The best men choose one thing instead of all others,
the ever-flowing fame of mortals; but most men are
sated like cattle.

D14 (B121) Strabo, Geography

All the adult Ephesians ought to hang themselves
and to leave the city to beardless boys: for they ex-
iled Hermodorus, the one man of them who was
most beneficial, saying, “Let there not be one man
among us who is the most beneficial—otherwise,
may he be elsewhere and among others.”

Lméow . . . keralemeiy Diog. Laert, 9.2: non hab. Strab.
2 umde els Diog. Laert: pxdeis Strab,
3 e 8 uij Strab.: €l 8¢ 7ic Totodros Diog. Laert.
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Against Accepted Views and Practices (D15-D28)
Against Conventional Religion (D15-D18)

D15 (B5) Aristocr. Theos. 2.68 (et al.)
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rioe 8% povrederar “Hpdrheiros & Eéoos; vorri-
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Against Accepted Views and Practices (D15-D28)
Against Conventional Religion (D15-DI18)

DI5 (B5) Aristocritus, Theosophy

They are purified in vain, because they are polluted
(miainomenot) by blood, just as if someone who had
stepped into mud cleaned himself with mud; if any
[scil. other] human noticed him doing this, he would
think that he was mad (mainesthat). And they pray
to these statues, just as if someone were to con-
verse with houses, not knowing who the gods and
heroes are.

D16 (B15) Clement of Alexandria, Protreptic

If it were not for Dionysus that they performed the
procession and sang the hymn to the shameful parts
(aidoia), most shamefully (enaidestata) would they be
acting; but Hades is the same as Dionysus, for whom
they go mad (mainesthai) and celebrate maenadic
rites.

D17 {< B68) lamblichus, On the Mysteries

Heraclitus calls them [i.e. obscene rituals and hymns]
cures.

D18 (B14) Clement of Alexandria, Protreptic
To whom does Heraclitus of Ephesus address his proph-
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wéhots, pdyows, Bdryois, AMvars, plorats: Tobrows
drehel T uerd fdvarov, rovrors pavrederal o whp:
T yap voplbpeva kard dvfpdmove proripua dvi-
€pLOTL pVElPTOL.

Against Various Men {D19-D28)
Against Men Accepted as Wise (D19-D20)

D19 (< B28) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.9.3
Soxéovrwv yip 6 Boxipdraros yivdoker,

app. vid. ad R83

D20 (B40) Diog. Laert. 9.1 (et al.)

wohvuadin vior! ot Siddorer Holobov yap dv édi-

b3
Safe wal Hvlayipny adris ve¢ Xevoddred Te xai
‘Braralor,

L &ty post vdor hab. Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.83.2; Athen.
Deipn. 13.91

On Homer {and Archilochus) (D21-D24)

D21 (B42) Diog. Laert. 9.1

~ ’
76v 7€ "Opmpov Epaoxer dfwv éx 7dv dydvwr éxBdh-
reovfor kai pamileafor xai ‘Apxihoxov duolws.
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esies? To night-wanderers, Magi, Bacchants, Mae-
nads, and initiates (mustas). It is to these that he threat-
ens what comes after death, to these that he prophesies
the fire [cf. D84]. For they are initiated (mueisthat)
impiously into the mysteries (mustéria) that are rec-
ognized among men.

Against Various Men (DI19-D28)
Against Men Accepted as Wise (DI9-D20)
D19 (< B28) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Of those who have opinions (dokeontes), it is the man
who enjoys the highest opinion (dokimdtatos) who
knows.1

I Text uncertain; we suppose that the word that follows in
Clement’s text ("maintains”) is a gloss by him, but it is sometimes
corrected to “to preserve” and attributed to Heraclitus (cf. R83).
D20 (B40) Diogenes Laertius

Much learning does not teach intelligence: for oth-
erwise it would have taught it to Hesiod and Py-
thagoras, and again to Xenophanes and Hecataeus.

On Homer (and Archilochus) (D21-D24)
D21 (B42) Diogenes Laertius

He said that Homer deserved to be driven out of the com-
petitions and thrashed,? and Archilochus likewise.

! Rapizesthai way be intended to recall rapséidesthai (“to be
recited by a rhapsode™).
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D22 (B56) {Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.6.6

. -
nmdruren, dnaiy, of dvBpwmor wpds Ty yriow
~ ~ rd L7 rd r\ k3 I ~
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o by
elBoper xai éndBouev,! radra dmokeimouer, Soa B¢
I
oibre elSouev otir’ éhdBoucr, ralto Pépoper,

1 é\dBoper Bernays: karehdBoper ms.

D23 (A22} Arist, EE 7.1 1235a25-28

N\ ’ 5 -~ - e Y 3 »
wai ‘Hpdrharos émnud @ romaorte “os €pis &k Te
~ N8 ' LR 2 3 hY o i) e
fedv kol drlpamor dmdhoroe™ ol ydp av elvar appo-
e
viov piy 8vros &féos wai Bapéos ovdé ra [Ga dvev
s L8
Bheos woi dppevos évavrioy drrov.

D24 (B105) Schol. AT in H. 18.251

“Berop. & fev éraipos, if & év wukrl yévorro] Hpd-
Y
rheros évreiifer doTpoldyor ¢mat tor “Vunpor kai
2 il 4 ar
ér ols dnor “poipar O ol Twd dyuL medvypévor Eu-
pevar aedpdv.”
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D22 {B56) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies
Regarding the knowledge of things that are evident,

humans are fooled in the same way as Homer, who
was wiser than all the other Greeks. For boys who
were killing lice fooled him by saying, “The ones we
see and grasp, we leave behind; the ones we do not
see or grasp, we take away.”

D23 (A22) Aristotle, Eudemian Ethics

Heraclitus criticizes the poet [i.e. Homer] who wrote, “Tf
only strife would vanish from gods and men!” (1], 18.107):
for there would not be any harmony (harmonia) if there
were not high-pitched and low-pitched, nor would there
be any animals without female and male, which are op-
posites.

D24 (B105} Scholia on Homer’s Iliad

“He [i.e. Polydamas] was Hector’s comrade, and they were
born the same night” [II. 18.107]: It is on the basis of this
verse that Heraclitus calls Homer an astronomer, and also
of the one in which he says, “I say that there exists no man
who has ever escaped his fate” [Il. 6.488].
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On Hesiod (D25)
D25
a (B57) (Ps.-P)-Hippol. Ref. 9.10

S3iddokaros 8¢ mheloror “Holodos rolitov émioray-

- ’S’ [’ e z b 3 I 1
To4 Thelora eidévar, Gomis Ypépmy kal eddpévny
ok éyiveorer éor ydp &v.

L ebppdrpy Miller: eddpoorirme ms.

b {< B106) Plut. Cam. 19

[.. ] 'Hpdrheros émémhnéer "Hoddw rés pév dyafis

z Y b s c 3 -~ , t e
rotovuéry, Tds 8¢ Palias, as dyvootvr dloy Nué
pas dmdons wiay oboar [. . ]

On Thales

See THAL. R1

On Pythagoras {D26)

D26 (B129) Diog. Laert. 8.6

Mvfayépys Myodpyov ioTopiny djorxnoer dvfpd-
wwov pdhiore mdrTov, ket éxhefdpevos TalTas Tas
ovyypapds émormjgaro éevrol dopiny, mohvpaliny,
kakoTeEXViny,
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On Hesiod (D25)

D25
a (B5T) (Ps.-P) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

The teacher of the most people is Hesiod; they are
certain (epistasthai) that it is he who knows (eidenai)
the most things—he who did not understand (gig-
noskein) day and night, for they are one.

b (< B106) Plutarch, Camillus

[. . .1 Heraelitus disparaged Hesiod for thinking that some
li.e. days] are good, others bad, saying that he did not
know that the natureof every dayis onc [ . .]

See also R12

On Thales
See THAL. R1

On Pythagoras (D26)

D26 (B129) Diogenes Laertins

Pythagoras, son of Mnesarchus, devoted himself to
investigalion more than all other men, and after he
had made a selection of these writings [scil. probably:
the writings of other people] he devised his own wis-
dom: much learning, evil artifice.
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On Someone Else? (D27)

D27 (< B81) Philod. Rhet. I, Col. 57.12-13; cf. Col. 62.8—
9, p. 351 (cf. p. 354 Sudhaus)

[...] kowidav éorie! dpynilyds] [.. .].
1 ¢griv om. Cal. 62.8
A Global Condemnation (D28)

D28 (< B28) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.9.3

Alkn karalpperar $evddr mérrovas kal pdprupas,
Epistemological Considerations (D29-D45)
All HRumans Think (D29-D30)

D29 (B113) Stob. 3.1.179

7 F] A . s
E’UVOV €EOTL TATFL TO l;bPOPEELV.

D30 (B116) Stob. 3.5.6

i < h b
dvfpdmwowrs ol péreoTi ywdokar fwurovs kal
Twppoveir,
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On Someone ElseP (D27)

D27 (¢ B81) Philodemus, Rhetoric
[ . .] he is the chief of glib speakers [. . .].!

1 This phrase is sometimes referred to Pythagoras, to whom
Diogenes Laertius 8.8 attributes a text entitled Kopides {accord-
ing to a plausible emendation of Diels).

A Global Condemnation (D28)

D28 (¢ B28) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Justice will seize hold of those who fabricate lies and
of those who bear witness to them,

Epistemological Considerations (D29-D45)
All Humans Think (D29-D30)

D29 (B113) Stobaeus, Anthology
Thinking {phroneein) is in common for all.

D30 (B116) Stobaeus, Anthology

All humans have a share in knowing themselves and
in thinking with moderation (séphronein).
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The Senses as Sources of Knowledge (D31-D34)
D31 (B55) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.9.5
80’0)1’1 (’)’l’llg (iKOT\J fl-fig'qa'[vg, TGOTG E"}’(b TTPDTL'M;E,CU-

1 Sgreww Miller: Scov ms.

D32 (< B10la) Polyb. 12.27

3 A E ) # ’
O(ﬁaalpm TWY WTOY GKPLBEO'TEPOL ‘I'.LCLPTUPEG.

D33 (B107) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 7.126

hY rd L] e 3 by N 5
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D34 (B7) Arist. Sens. 5 443a23

) z N by s em E 3
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Acquiring Knowledge (D35-D40)

D35 {B123) Them. Orat. 5, p. 69b; cf. 12, p. 158b
dvors kpdmrecfur puhel,

Cf. app. ad R100

D36 (B101) Plut. Adv. Col. 20 1118C
Eilmoduny éuewurip,
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The Senses as Sources of Knowledge (D31-D34)

D31 (B55) (Ps.-P) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

All the things of which sight and hearing are knowl-
edge (mathésis)' I honor most.

! Many interpreters understand: “all the things of which there
is sight, hearing, knowledge . . .~

D32 (< B10la) Polybius, Histories

The eyes are more accurate witnesses than the ears.

D33 (B107) Sextus Empiricus, Ageinst the Logicians

Bad witnesses for humans are the eyes and ears of
those who possess barbarian souls.

D34 (B7) Aristotle, On Sensation

If all the things that exist became smoke, the nostrils
would be able to identify them.

Acquiring Knowledge (D35-D40)
D35 {B123) Themistius, Oration
A nature tends to hide.!

1 The phrase is transmitted in different forms by numerous
authors (cf. R100).

D36 (B101) Plutarch, Against Colotes

I searched for myself.

155



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III

D37 (B18) Clem. Alex. Strom. 2.17.4

4 3
év iy Ehmyrar avéhmoTor ovk éfeupioer, dvefe-
pedvmror ébv kal dmopor,

D38 (B86) Plut. Cor. 38 (et al.)
li?TLCTTlf"ﬂl Saatf)v’yya'.vet. 'LLT\I ’yt’yl’)ﬂflﬂ'Kfﬂ'gﬂ.h

1 gqoring Clem. Alex, Strom. 5.88.5

D39 (B22) Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.4.2

xpuaov yip ol Siljpevor yiv wohhwy dpdooovou
xal evptorxovaw Ghiyor.

D40 (B35) Clem. Alex. Strom, 5,140.6

xp1 vip €¥ pdha moAldy {oTopas duhocddovs dr-
Spas elvor kol ‘Hpdrheror.

The Enigmatic Expression of
Knowledge (D41-D42)

D41 (B93) Plut. Pyth. orac. 21 404D
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D37 (B18) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

If one does not expect the unexpected one will not
find it (exeurein), for it cannot be searched out {anex-
ereunéton) nor arrived at (aporon),

D38 (B86) Plutarch, Coriclanus
Because of dishelief, it escapes being known.

D39 (B22) Clement of Alezandria, Stromata

Those who search for gold dig up much earth and
find little.

D40 (B35) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

For according to Heraclitus, men who love wisdom must
be investigators into very many things.!

1Tt is uncertain whether the whole sentence is to be attrib-
uted to Heraclitus or only some parts of it, and whether in par-
ticular the term philosophoi {“men who love wisdom™) belongs to
him and what exactly it means here,

The Enigmatic Expression of
Knowledge (D41-D42)

D41 (B93) Plutarch, On the Pythian Oracles

The lord whose oracle is the one in Delphi neither
speaks nor hides, but gives signs,
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D42 (< B92) Plut. Pyth. orac. 6 307A
Bifuvida 8¢ pawvouéry ordpars, kel Hpdrxherov
[...I

What Is Wisdom? (D43-D45)

D43 (B108) Stob. 3.1.174

oxborwy Adyous frovaa, oddels deurvelrar és Tobro
[

GoTe yiwdokew 3t coddy éori wdvTav KexwpLopé-

vov.

D44 (B41) Diog. Laert. 9.1

2 4 3 7
& 16 coddv, émioTau o yrduny, dréy éxvBépryoe
'
whvra Sig wdrTev.

1 érén éxuBépvmoe Diels: re % xuBepyjoas B! (] BY): érén
x- PH{Q)
D45 (B32) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.115.1
&v d coddr, potror Méyeolar odx EPéler xal Eféhe

Zmpos dvopa.

Fundamental Principles (D46-D88)
All Things Are One (D46)

D46 (< B30} (Ps.-P) Hippol, Ref. 9.9.1
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D42 (< B92) Plutarch, On the Pythien Oracles

The Sibyl with her raving mouth, according to Hera-
clitus [. . .].

What Is Wisdom?P (D43-D45)

D43 (B108) Stobaeus, Anthology

Of all those whose accounts (logoi) I have heard, no
one has arrived at the point of knowing that what is
wise is separated from all.

D44 (B4l) Diogenes Lacrtius

One thing, what is wise: to know the thought (gnomé)
that steers all things through all things.

D45 (B32) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

One thing, what is wise: it does not want and does
want to be called only by the name of Zeus,

Fundamental Principles (D46-D88)
All Things Are One (D46)

D46 (< B50)(Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

After you have listened not to me (emos) but to the
account (logos), it is wise to recognize (homologein)
that all things are one.

1 Xdyov Bernays: 8dyparos ms. 2 elvo Miller: eiéwar

ms,
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The Opposites (D47-D81)
The Unity of Opposttes (D47-D62)

D47 (< B10) Ps.-Arist. Mund. 5 396b20-22 (et al.)

ovwdiies! Bha xal oty dha, ovudepdperor xail Sia-
depduevor, ovvidor 8iG8ov, kat® ék wdvrev & kol
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D48 (B67) (Ps.-) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.8
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D49 (< B51) {Ps.-7) Hippol. Ref. 9.9.2 (et al.)
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Os. 369B, Tranquil. an. ms. D, Porph. Antr 29
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The Opposites (D47-D81)
The Unity of Opposites (D47-D63)

D47 (< B10) Ps.-Aristotle, On the World

Conjoinings: wholes and not wholes, converging and
diverging, harmonious dissonant; and out of all
things one, and out of one all things.

D48 (B67) (Ps.-P) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies
God: day night, winter summer, war peace, satiety
hunger. He changes just as <fire>, when it is mixed
together with incense, is named according to the
scent of each one.

D49 (< B51)(Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

They do not comprehend how, diverging, it accords
with itself:! a backward-turning fitting-together
(harmonié), as of a bow and a lyre.2

10r, following Plato’s paraphrase (Symposium 187A, cf.
R32), “it converges with itself.” 2 The bow and the lyre are
the two fundamental attributes of Apello,
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D50 (B54) Plut. An. proc. 27 1026C

dpuovin dpariis davepils rpelrror.

D51 (B60) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.4
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D52 (< B39) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.4
yrddwr! 6805 edfela kal orohul.

1 ywdpwr Marcovich: ypabéwr ms.: yvadein Bernays
D53 (B48) Etym. Mag. s.v. Btos, p. 198.26
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D55 (B23) Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.10.1
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1 fi8eoraw Sylburg: édnoar ms.: Eewrar Hoschel
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D50 (B54) Plutarch, On the Generation of the Soul in
Plato’s Timaeus

Invisible flitting-together (harmonié), stronger than a
visible one.

D51 (B60) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

The way upward and downward: one and the same.

D52 (< B39} (Ps.-P) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies
The way of carding-combs: straight and crooked.’

1 (Ps.-?) Hippolytus™ paraphrase (R86[4]} helps explain this
difficult and corrupt senternce.
D53 (B48) Etymologicum Magnum
The name of the bow (cf. bids) is life (bios), but its
work is death,
D54 (B103) Parphyry, Homeric Questions on the Iliad

For on the circumference of a circle, the beginning and
the end are in common, according to Heraclitus.1

11t is uncertain how much of this sentence is to be attributed
to Heraclitus besides the Ionic term “in common.”

D55 (B23) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

They would not know the name of Justice if these
things [i.e. unjust actions?] did not exist.
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D536 (B111) Stob, 3.1.177

volioos vyieiny émoinaer #8D kal dyalév, Auds kd-
por, KauaTos Grdmavay. '

D57 (< B58) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref, 9.10.3
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D58 (B84a) Flot, 4.8.1
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D59 (B125) Theoph. Vers. 9 (et al.)
[.. Jkai 6 kvkedy Siicraradl xredperos,

L Suloraras <un> Bernays, of. Ps.-Alex, Probl. 3.42 (p. 11.16—
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D56 (B111) Stobaeus, Anthology

Illness makes health sweet and good, hunger does
so for satiety, toil for repose.

D57 (< B58)(Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Herestes

Doctors, Heraclitus says, cutlting, cauterizing, badly
mistreating their patients in every way, complain that
they do not receive an adequate payment from their
patients—and are producing the same effects, tbene-
fits and diseasest.!

1 The passage is very uncertain, regarding not only its text but
also what is to be assigned to Heraclitus and what to (Ps.-?) Hip-
polytus. It seems to illustrate the unity of opposites, good and bad,
by the example of doctors.

D58 (B84a) Plotinus, Enneads

Changing, it rexains at rest.

D59 (B125) Theophrastus, On Dizziness

A kukeén too separates out if it is stirred.!

1 Or, with a different text, “A kukedn too separates out if it is
not stirred.” Kukefin is a drink made out of a suspended mixture
of barley, cheese, and water or wine.
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D60 (< B124) Theophr. Metaph. Tal4
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War (D63-D64)

D63 (B80) Orig. Cels. 6,42
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D60 (< B124) Theophrastus, Metaphysics

Like iflesht of things spread out at random, the most
beautiful order (kosmos).

D61 (B122) Suda
an approach: Heraclitus.!

1This isolated word may belong to the theme of the fitting-
together of opposites.
D62 (B8) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

[ . .] Heraclitus [scil. says] that what is opposed converges
[cf. D47], and that the most beautiful harmony (har
monia) comes out of what diverges [cf, D49], and that all
things come about by strife [of. D63].

War (D63-D64)

D63 (B80) Origen, Against Celsus

One must know that war is in common, that justice
is strife, and that all things come about by strife and
constraint.
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D64 (B53) (Ps.-P) Hippol. Ref. 9.9.4

4 2 b 4 k] 2 b
wohepos whvTor pév warip éoTi, wavrov 8¢ Baci-
Aeds, kai Tovs per Geods Edeife Tovs 8¢ dvlpdmovs,
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Flux (D65-D66)

D65

a (B49a) Heracl. Alleg. 24.4

worapols 7ols adrols éuBalvouéy re kal obr éufBai-
vouer, eludy Te kai odk eluer [of. RY].

b (< B12) Cleanthes apud Ar. Did. in Eus. PE 15.20.2
worayoiol Tolow avrolow éuBalvovoir érepe wal
érepa POora émtpper.

¢ (< AB) Plat. Crat. 402a

[20.] Méyer mov ‘Hpdkheros St mdvra yapel kai ob-

N\ ’ N -~ I3 -~ > ’ by o z
SEV HEVEL KOt TOTOUOU pON} I‘I’JTELKU.C(DV TG OVTQ AE‘}’GL )

€ N\ 3 N\ L] b b > ah 3 s
ds Bls és OV avTow ToTapdy ovk dv éufBuins.

d (< T353 Mouraviev) Sen. Epist. 58.23

hoc est, quod ait Heraclitus: “in idem flumen bis descen-
dimus et non discendimus.” manet enim idem fluminis
nomen, aqua transmissa est.
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‘D64 (B53) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

War is the father of all and the king of all, and has
revealed that the ones are gods and the others hu-
mans, and has made the ones slaves and the others
free.

Flux ({D65-D66)
D65
a (B49a) Heraclitus, Homeric Allegories

We step and we do not step into the same rivers, we
are and we are not [cf. RS].

b (< B12) Cleanthes in Arius Didymus in Eusebius,
Evangelical Preparation

It is always different waters that flow toward those
who step into the same rivers.

¢ (< AB) Plato, Cratylus

[Socrates:] Heraclitus says something like this; that all
things flow and nothing remains; and comparing the things

" that are to the flowing of a river, he says that you could not

step twice into the same river.

d (= DK} Seneca, Letters to Lucilius

This is what Heraclitus says: “Into the same river we do
and do not step twice.” For the name ‘river’ remains the
same, but the water passes by.
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D66 (< T156 Mouraviev) Arist, Metaph. A6 987a32

-~ s - 3
[.. ] rats ‘Hpaxhereiows 6Eais, ds dmdvrov tév ai-
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Cyclical Alternation of Opposites (D67-DT72)

D67 (B126) Schol. in Tzetz. In I1., p. 126

Ta Yuxpd Béperar, Oepuor Yiyera, typov avalverad,
rapdaréov vorilerai

D68 (B88) Ps.-Plut. Cons. Ap. 10 106E

by by \
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1 76 del. Reiske

D69 (Al9) Plut. Def orae. 11 415E

oi uev NPBdvrev’ [Hes. Frag 304.2 Merkelbach-West]
dvaryryvaokovres érn TpidkopTa TowlaL THY YEVEdY
kel "Hpdrherov, &v & xpbry yevdvra mapéyer Tov
€ avrod yeysprnuévor 6 yermioas,
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D66 (= DK) Aristotle, Metaphysics

[. . .] the Heraclitean doctrines according to which all
perceptible things are constantly flowing and there is no
knowledge about them [, . .]. '

Cyelical Alternation of Opposites (D67-D72)

D67 (B126) Tzetzes, Scholia on Commentary on Homer's
Tliad

Cold things become warm, warm becomes cold, wet
becomes dry, parched becomes moist.

D68 (B88) Ps.-Plutarch, Consolation to Apollonius

There is the same within, what is living and what is
dead, what is awake and what is sleeping, and what
is young and what is old; for these, changing, are those,
and those, changing in turn, are these.!

1 The Iast phrase probably belongs not to Heraclitus but to
Ps.-Plutarch.

D69 (A19) Plutarch, The Obsolescence of Oracles

Those who read “of men who have reached puberty” [i.e.
in a fragment of Hesiod] define a generation as lasting
thirty years, according to Heraclitus, for itis in this period
of time that a parent produces an offspring from himself
that produces offspring.
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D70 (B62) (Ps.-7) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.6

dfdvaror Bvyrol, Bryrot dfdvaror, [Bvres Tov éxein
vor Bdvarov, rov 8¢ éxeivoy Biov rebvedres.

D71 (B26} Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.143
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D72 (¢ B21) Clem. Alex. Strom. 3.21.1 (cf. 5.105.2)
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Divine Perspective, Human
Perspective (D73-D77)}

D73 (B102) Porph. Quaest Hom. ad I1. 4.4
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D70 (B62) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

Immortals mortals, mortals immortals, living the
denth of these, dying the life of those.

D71 (B26) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

A human being, in the night, lights [haptesthai] a
lamp for himself, dead,' his eyes extinguished; living,
he touches on [haptesthai] a dead man when sleeping;
when awake, he touches on [haptesthai] a sleeping
man.

1 This word ssems to be a gloss by Clement.

D72 (< B21) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Death is whatever we see when awakened; whatever
we see when sleeping is slumber.

Divine Perspective, Human
Perspective (D73-D77)
D73 (B102) Porphyry, Homeric Questions on the Tliad
For god, all things are beautiful, good, and just, but

humans have assumed that some things are unjust,
others just.
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D74 (B78) Orig, Cels. 6,12

o5 yip drlpdmeov udv ovx éxer yrdpas, fetov B
&yet.

D75 {B79) Orig. Cels. 6.12

dviip vimos fikovoe wpos Baipovos dkwomep wals
wpos dvdpds.

D76 (B52) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.9.4

Y ~ H s s . 8\ £ Bao"b-
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Ami.

D77 {B83) Plat. Hipp. mai. 289b

by s
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Animal Perspectives, Human
Perspective (D78-D81)

D78 (B61) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref, 9.10.5

N s
Odhacoa, Swp rallapdrator kol pepoTaTOV,
4 3 7 b
ix0or pév méryov kol cwripiow, dvlpdmors 8¢
a7 o r's
darorov kai 6Aé0pov.
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D74 (B78) Origen, Against Celsus

The human character does not possess judgments
(gndmai), but the divine one possesses them.

D75 (B79) Origen, Against Celsus

A grown man is called puerile by a divinity, just as a
child is by a grown man.

D76 (B52) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies
A lifetime (gidn)' is a child playing, playing checkers:
the kingship belongs to a child.

1 gitn designates the vital force or the duration of a life.

D77 (B83) Plato, Greater Hippias

The wisest human being will seem to be a monkey
compared to a god in wisdom, beauty, and every-
thing else,

Animal Perspectives, Human
Perspective (D78-D§1)
D78 (B61) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies

The sea, the purest water and the foulest: for fish it
is drinkable and life-giving, but for hamans undrink-
able and deadly.

175



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III

D79 (< BY) Arist. EN 10.5 1176a7

[ ..] dvovs adppar dv éhéofar puahhov 7 xpuodw,

D80
a (B13) Clem. Alex. Strom. 1.2.2
Yes BopBipw Hdovrar wohov 1) kaffapd Ddari.

b {B37) Colum. Agric. 8.4

[. . .] si modo credimus Ephesio Heracleto qui ait sues
caeno, cohortales aves pulvere vel cinere lavari.

D81 (B82} Plat. Hipp. mai. 289a

mfjkeor 6 rkdAhoTos ailoxpds drfpdmwr! yéve
ovpBdihew.

1 guflpémwy Bekker: dhhg mss.

Cosmic Fire (D82-D88)

D82 (< B64) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.7
tddel wdvra olaxi{er kepavrds.

1 7g 8¢ ms., corr. Sauppe
D83 (< B16) Clem, Alex, Paed, 2.99.5
T iy 80wy wore wds dv v Adfou;
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D79 (< BY) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

Asses would choose sweepings rather than gold.

D80

a (B13) Clement of Alexandria, Stromaie

Pigs take greater pleasure in mire than in pure wa-
ter.

b (B37) Columella, On Agriculture

[...] atleast if we believe Heraclitus of Ephesus, who says
that pigs bathe in filth, barnyard poultry in dust or ashes,

D81 (B82) Plato, Greater Hippias
The most beautiful monkey is ugly compared with

the human race.

Cosmic Fire (D82--D88)

D82 (¢ B64) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies

All these things the thunderbolt steers.

D83 (¢ B16) Clement of Alexandria, Pedagogue

How could one possibly escape the notice of what
never sets?
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D84 (B66) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.6
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D84 (B66) (Ps.-P) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Heresies
When the fire has come upon all things, it will judge

them and seize hold of them.

D85 (B30) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

This world order (kosmos), the same for all, none of
the gods or humans made it, but it always was and is
and will be: fire ever-living, kindled in measures and
extinguished in measures.

D86 (¢ B31} Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

Turnings of fire: first sea; then half of the sea, earth;
and the other half, lightning storm (préstér).1 [.. ] It
spreads out as sea and its measure reaches the same
account (logos) as it was before it became earth.

1 There is no exact equivalent for this term in English. Cf.
D96.

D87 (B90) Plutarch, On the Leiter E in Delphi

All things are in exchange for fire, and fire for all
things, just like goods for gold and gold for goods.
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DSS (< B6S) (Ps.-?) Hippol. Ref. 9.10.7

[.. ] xpnopecivmy rai képov.

Parts of the World and Physical
Phenomena (D89-DY7)
The Sun (D89-D91)
D89

a (F 3-94 Mouraviev) P. Derv, Col. IV5-8 [= DERV.
Col. IV.5-9],
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D88 (< B65) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Here-
sies
[Scil. fire is] shortage and satiety,

Parts of the World and Physical
Phenomena (D89-D97)
The Sun (D89-D91)
D89
a (# DK} Derveni Papyrus

[...] Heraclitus [. . .] said, “The sun” in accordance with
the nature of the world (?) “is of the breadth of a hu-
man foot,” not exceeding that size. For if it exceeds at all
its own limits, “the Erinyes will find it out.”

b (B3} Astins
Heraclitus: [scil. the size of the sun is] the breadth of a
human foot.

¢ (B94) Plutarch, On Exile

“The sun will not overstep measures,” says Heraclitus;
“otherwise, the Erinyes, Justice’s helpers, will find it
out.”
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D90 (< B100) Plut. Quaest. Plat. 8.4 1007TD-E
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D90 (< B100) Plutarch, Platonic Questions

[...] the sun, which is the overseer and observer of these
things [i.e. limits and periods], becomes the collaborator
of the god who leads and is first, by limiting, judging, re-
vealing, and illuminating the changes and seasons that
bring all things, according to Heraclitus.!

1 It is uncertain how much of this sentence belongs to Hera-
clitus.

Dot
a (< BB) Aristotle, Meteorology
The sun [. . .] is new every day.

b (# DK) Scholia on Plato’s Republic

Heraclitus of Ephesus, a natural philosopher, said that
when the sun arrives at the western sea, it sets in it and is
extinguished; then, passing under the earth and arriving
in the east, it is kindled once again; and this is repeated
incessantly.

See also R46 [7, 10, 11]
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The Moon (D92)

D92 {¢ T 212 Mouraviev) Aristarch. Samius in Comm. in
Od. 20.156 (P.Oxy. 3710; vol. 53 [1986] 96-09, ed. Haslam)

a (> F 80A" Mouraviev) Col. 2,36-37, 4347
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The Stars (D93-D95)

D93 (< B120) Strab. 1.6
a
Hobs kai éomépas téppara 9 dprros.
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HERACLITUS
The Moon (D92)

D92 (# DK) Aristarchus of Samos in an anonymous
commentary on Homer’s Cdyssey!

a

The fact that eclipses [scil. occur] on the day of the new
moon is made clear by Aristarchus of Samos, who writes,
“[. . .] Heraclitus [scil. says]: ‘When the months meet, it
[i.e. the moon] changes during the days following its ap-
pearance—the first day on the new moon, the second—
sometimes during fewer ones [scil. days], sometimes dur-
ing more.”

b

The moon that appears on the third day appears on the
sixteenth day as a full moon, fourteen days later; it de-
creases with regard to what remains during thirteen days.

1 Although both of these texts, whose expression and meaning
are obscure, are doubtless based upon some statement made by
Heraclitus, it is difficult to derive from them anything more than
an indication that Heraclitus must have spoken about the phases
of the moon. For another text mentioning the moon in relaHon to
Heraclitus, see also R49,

The Stars (D93-D95)

D93 (< B120) Strabo, Geography
a
The limits of East and West: the Bear.
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b
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HERACLITUS

b

Opposite to the Bear [Arktou]: the watcher [ouros] of
bright Zeus [i.e. Arcturus].!

1 Strabo seems to be citing two brief sentences from Heracli-
tus in order to illustrate the meaning of the term arktos and is
connecting them himself with his own conjunction ‘and’; other
scholars have taken the quotation to involve one single, longer
sentence. The translation ‘watcher” is uncertain (other possible
renderings are ‘wind’ or ‘boundary’), and the interpretation of the
passage is controversial,

D94 (BS9) Ps.-Plutarch, Whether Water or Fire is More
Useful

If there were no sun, on account of the other stars
it would be night.

D95 {# DK) Theon of Alexandria, Commentary on Ptol-
emy’s Almagest

The fact that the stars are kindled and extinguished, ac-
cording to Heraclitus [. . .].

Meteorological Phenomena (D96-DI7)

D96 (Al4) Adtius

Heraclitus: thunder [scil. is caused] by the gathering of
winds and clouds and the crashing of winds into the clouds,
lightning by the kindling of evaporations, lightning storms
(préstéres)! by the burning and extinguishing of the

clouds.

1 See note on D86,
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DA7 {ad Al4, Nachtrag I, p. 492.6) Sen. Quaest. nat. 2.56

Heraclitus existimat fulgurationem esse velut apud nos
incipientium ignium conatum et primam flammam incer-
tam, modo intereuntem, modo resurgentem.

A Doxographical Presentation of
Heraclitus® Physics

See R46

Human Beings (D98-D123)
The Soul (D98-D104)

D98 (B45) Diog. Laert. 9.7
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D99 (B115) Stob. 3.1.180a (Zwxpdrovs!)
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1 Heraclito trib. Schenkl 2 an Yuym?
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HERACLITUS

D97 (ad Al4 = Nachtrag 1, p. 492.6) Sencca, Natural
Questions

Heraclitus thinks that sheet lightning is like, among us, the
attempt and the first uncertain flame of beginning fires,
which die down at one moment and come to life again at
another.

A Doxographical Presentation of
Heraclitus™ Physics

See R46!

1 We consider that the doxography transmitted by Diogenes
Laertius belongs more to the reception of Heraclitus, in the sense
of providing a cosmological interpretation of various statements
by him, than to simple doetrinal information,

Human Beings (D98-D123)
The Soul (DIS-D104)
D98 (B45) Diogenes Laertius

He who travels on every road would not find out the
limits of the soul in the course of walking: so deep is
its account (logos),

D99 (B115) Stobaeus, Anthology

An account (logos) that increases itself is that of the
soul.!

L Perhaps: “Soul is an account that increases itself.” Stobaeus
cites this sentence under the name of Socrates, but comparison
with D98 makes its attribution to Heraclitus plausible.
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D100 (B36) Clem. Alex. Strom. 6.17.2 (et al.)
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HERACLITUS
D100 {B36) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

For souls it is death to become water, for water it is
death to become earth; but out of earth, water comes
to be, and out of water, soul.

D101 (B77) Porphyry, The Cave of the Nymphs in the
Odyssey

[ . .] that is why [scil. probably according to Numenius]
Heraclitus also says that for souls it is a pleasure, and not
death, to become moist.

D102 (< B12) Cleanthes in Arius Didymus in Eusebius,
Evangelical Preparation

Souls evaporate from moist things.

D103 (B118) Musonius Rufus in Stobaeus, Anthelogy
A dry soul: wisest and best.!

1The phrase is transmitted in different forms by numerous
authors (¢f. R101), and the exact text is uncertain,
D104 (B117) Stobaeus, Anthology

When a man has become drunk, he is led stumbling
by a slave, a mere boy; he does not know where he
is going, his soul is wet.
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Human Laws (D105-D110)

D105 (B114) Stob. 3.1.179
v végp Myovras loyupileocbur xp7 78 Evvd wdv-

|4 I'd 4 Y \1 2 4
TV, OKO)G"TTEP VO'LLQJ 'ﬂ'ohbg Ko TTOA.'U LO'XUPUTEPCI)Q-
2 M ’ [ | # e L LAY
Tpépovrar yap wdvres oi drfpdmeior véuos Hwd évds
-~ - -~ \ ~ e 3¢ 5
Toi Geiov xkpatel yap Tooobrov dxboov éféher xai
éfaprel wiorL kal wepryiverar.

1okt Schleiermacher: wohes ed. Trincavelliana: wdheos
Preller

D106 (B44) Diog. Laert. 9.2

s A b 8 -~ c b ~ I 1 o 2
pdxecBas xp7 Tov STjuov vwép Tol ropov! Skwomep
Teixeos.

1 post pduov hab. dmép rof ywopdvou BFY, del. P* (om. Q}
2 grwaormep tec. (et coni. Meineke): dxws dmép BPF

D107 (B47) Diog. Laert. 9.73
un eixj) mepl dr peyioror ovuBollouefa.

D108 (B33) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.115.2 (et al.}
vépos kai Bovhfjl metfeoBu évis.

1 Bouh?} (= Bovhf)) Eus. PE 13.13.42 1% Sovls) Clem., Eus,
cett.
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Human Laws (D105-D110)
D105 (B114) Stobaeus, Anthology

Those who speak with their mind (xun nodi) must rely
{iskhurizesthai) on what is in commeon (xunéi) for all,
just as a city does on its law, and much more strongly
(iskheroterds) [scil. than a city]. For all human laws are
nourished by one law, the divine one: for it domi-
nates as much as it wants to, and it suffices for all,
and there is some left over.

D106 (B44) Diogenes Laertius

The people must fight for their law just as for their
city wall.

D107 (B47) Diogenes Laertius

Let us not agree in a haphazard way about the most
important things.!

1'We presume that “the most important things” refers to
politics,

D108 (B33) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata
It is also a [aw to obey the plan of just one man.
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D109 (B84b) Plot. 4.8.1

4 e 2> - L) ~ La) b
kapoTds €0ty rots adrols poxlfetv ral Epyecfa.

D110 (< B1l) Ps.-Arist, Mund. 6 401al0 (et al.)
wiy yap Epmerdy mAnyh véuerad,

LarAxyy# Stob. L1.36: vy yfiv Ps.-Arist,

Human Behavior (D111-D117)
D111 (B119) Stob. 4.40.23 (et al.)
Hbos avfpdmre! Satuwr.

1 dpfpdmy Stob.: -ov Plut. Quaest. Plat. 999E: -wv Alex, Fal,
p. 170.16

D112 (B43) Diog. Laert. 9.2

#8pw xpn oBevrivar piilov % Tupraify.

D113 (< BO5) Plut. Quaest, conv. 3.1 644F

dpalliny yop Epevov, ds ¢mow ‘Hpdrheros, xpv-
arew [.. ..

D114 (B112) Stob. 3.1.178

a
owdporely dpery ueyiory.
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D109 {B84b) Plotinus, Enneads

Tt is wearisome to work hard for the same ones and
to be ruled by them.!

1 The words “and to be ruled by them™ may be a gloss by
Plotinus.

D110 (< B11) Ps.-Aristotle, On the World
Every beast is driven to pasture by blows,

Human Behavior (D111-D117)
D111 (B119) Stobaeus, Anthology

Character, for a human, is his personal deity.

D112 (B43) Diogenes Laertius

One must extinguish arrogant violence (hubris) more
than a conflagration.

D113 (< BO5) Plutarch, Table Talk
It is better to hide one’s ignorance, as Heraclitus says

[...]1 :

1The phrase is transmitted in different forms by numerous
authors (cf. R102).-

D114 (B112) Stobaeus, Anthology

a
To be moderate: the greatest virtue,
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b

cohlny dinbéa Aéyew rai mwowly rard! ¢iow énai-
ovras.

1 kaha Valckenaer

D115 (< A21} Clem. Alex. Strom. 2.130. 2
[.. .= ANAXAG. P36] HpdkAerov [. . .] rov ‘Béouov

Y ebapéaTnow.

D116 (B85) Plut. Cor: 22 {et al.)

Bupud paxecbar xahewéy 8 yap v 9é\y, duxfs
MYELT L,

D117 (B110) Stob. 3.1.176

3 ’ rs € 2 . 3 ¥
dvfpdmoss yiverfor dxdoa Géhovor odk duevov.

Eschatological Considerations (D118-D123)

D118 (< B20) Clem. Alex. Strom. 3.14.1

yevbpevor [dew é0éhovor pdpovs 7 Exerr, pAlhov 8¢
dvorraderBos, kal maidas karalelmovol ubpovs ye-
véofac.

1 This s probably Clement’s paraphrase. 2 Or perhaps:
“to be born as allotted deaths for those who leave children be-
hind.”
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b

Wisdom: to speak the truth and to act in conformity
with the nature [scil. of each thing], understanding it.!

1 These two quotations are linked in Stobaeus by an “and” that
seems to derive from Stobaeus, not Heraclitus. The grammar and
meaning of the second sentence are uncertain.

D115 (< A21) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

[. . .] Heraclitus of Ephesus [scil. said that the goal of life
is] contentment.

D116 (BS85) Plutarch, Coriclanus

To fight against an ardor (thumos) is hard: for what-
ever it wanls, it purchases it at the price of the soul
[i.e. of life] !

L Aristotle quotes this aphorism with approval several times
(EN 2.2 1105a7-8; EE 2.7 1223b22-24} but interprets thumos
{ardor, passion) restrictively as referring only to anger.

D117 (B110) Stobaeus, Anthology

For humans, that whatever they wish happens is not
better,

Eschatological Considerations (D118-D123) ‘

D118 {< B20) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

When they have been born they want to live and to
have their allotted deaths (morot), or rather to have
their repose,! and they leave children behind to be
born as allotted deaths.2
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D119 (B9Y6) Strab. 16.4.26

rd s 3 '
véxves xomptar éxBAnrirepot.

D120 (B27) Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.146

) ’ s 2 ] o F ¥
(]'.VBPGMTO'US HEVEL (1-’41'090'.»1’0111'@5‘ aoon UKk EANTOVTAL

Ol’)SE‘ SOKE/OUG'I.V.

D121 (B98) Plut. Fae. orb. lun. 28 943E

ai Yuyai dopdvrar kal® Aldny.

D122 Theod. Cur. 8.39 (cf. Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.16.1,
4.49.3)

a (B24)

dpnuddrovs Peol mpdot kai drfpwmor.
b (B25)
pépot yop péloves pélovas poipas hayydvovot.

D123 (< B&3)} (Ps.-P) Hippol. Ref. 9.10

&vfa & ébvr émavioracfar xal ddhakas yiveohas
éyvepri [dvrov! kal verpdv,

1 éyeprifovreor ms., corr. Bernays
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D119 (B96) Strabo, Geography

Corpses are more to be thrown out than manure,

D120 (B27) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

What awaits humans after they have died is every-
thing that they do not expect nor suppose.

D121 (B98) Plutarch, On the Face in the Moon

Souls perceive smells in Hades.

D122 Theodoret, Cure of the Greek Maladies
a (B24)

Gods and humans honor those men whom Ares has
slain.

b (B25)

Greater deaths (moroi) obtain greater portions (moi-
rai).

D123 (¢ B63) (Ps.-r} Hippolytus, Refutation of Al Her-
esies

For the one who is there they rise up and become
wakeful guardians of the living and of the dead.
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R

Heraclitus® Book: Commentaries, Form, Contents
(RI-R14)
Attested Ancient Commentaries (RI-R2)

R1 Diog. Laert.
a (¢ Al)9.15

mheiorol 7¢ elow Soor fyprrar adrod 76 oiy-
ypappe kel yip Avrigfévns [of. 66 DK] kai “Hpa-
kAeidns 6 Ilowrucoe [Frag, 39 Wehrli, cf. R1b] Khedvfins
[ef. R1d] 7€' kai S¢aipos 6 Srwwds [of. Rle], mpos Be
Navoavias 6 kknfels Hpaxhearioris, Nucopiidns re
kal Aworboios Tév 8¢ ypauparikdy Awdoros [. . . =

R3b].
16 morTikds post 7€ hab. mss., del. Bake

b (# DK)35.86, 88

[. .. = Rla] déperar § aidrob [scil. Heraclides] avy-
ypdppora [. . ] "Hpaihetrov ényfoes 8 [. . .] [Frag.
22 Wehrlil.
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R

Heraclitus® Book: Commentaries, Form, Contents
(RI-Ri4;
Attested Ancient Commentaries (RI-R2)

RI Diogenes Laertius
a (< Al}

There are many people who have explained his treatise:
among them, Antisthenes, Heraclides of Pontus, Clean-
thes, Sphaerus the Stoic, and also Pausanias called ‘the
Heraclitist,” Nicomedes, and Dionysius;! and among
gramrmarians, Diodotus [. . .].

1 None of these authors is known or datable; the Antisthenes
mentioned is certainly identical with the ‘Heraclitist' mentioned
at 6,19,

b (= DK)

Treatises by him [i.e. Heraclides of Pontus] are in circula-
tion: [. . .] Interpretations of Heruclitus, in four books

[...L
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e {<Al)95
Ayew 1e Aplorwva [Frag 28 Wehrli] év 7@ Ilepi "Hpa-
whetrov [ . ]
d {(# DK)7.174
BiBhia 8¢ kdMora korahéhourer, & dom Tdde [ . ]
Tav ‘Hpaxhelrov éEnyfoes réooapal.. .| [SVF 1.481].
e (# DK)7.178
BiPhic 8¢ véypade 1éde .. .1 llepl Hparheiton mévre
[.. .1 [SVF 1.620].
R2 (T 469 Mouraviev} Lampr. Libr. Plui. n. 205 Treu
arept Tob 7 &ofev Hpaxheiry.

Characterizations of the Contents of

Heraclitus” Book (R3-R4)

R3 (< Al) Diog. Laert.
a 9.5

70 8¢ pepdpevor adrod BiShiov éori pév dmd Tol our-
éyovros Tlepi dioews, Bujpyrar 8 els Tpels Adyovs,
els Te Tov wept To¥ wawTdS Koi moheTikdy xei feoho-
vikdy,
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HERACLITUS

¢ (< Al)
Axiston says in his book On Heraclttus [. . ).

d (= DK)

He [i.e. Cleanthes] has left behind the following books:
[. . ] Interpretations of the Doctrines of Heraclitus, in four
books [. . .].

e (# DK)

He [i.e. Sphaerus] wrote the following books: [. . .] On
Heraclitus, in five books [. . .].

R2 (# DK) Lamprias, Index of Plutarch’s Works
On Heraclitus® Opinions.

Characterizations of the Contents of
Heraclitus” Book (R3-R4;}
R3 (< Al) Diogenes Lasrtius
a

The hook of his that is in circulation is entitled On Nafure
[or: is about nature] as a whole, but it is divided into three
accounts (logoi), about the universe, on politics, and on

theology.
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b 9.15

[.. . =Rla] AwdBoros, s off dnoe mept Poews elvar
0 cUyypaupe, GANG mept molireias, Ta O mepi -
oews év TapadelypoTos €tde ketoflar.

c 9.12

érvypddovor 8 adrg ol pév “Modoas,” of 8¢ “Tlepi
dioens,” Awddoros B¢ “dxpiBes oidriopa wpds ordb-
gy Biov,” &Aoot tyvrduny H0dv Tpémov xéouov évos
rév Evpmdprovt,!

1 rpémov wéomov mss.: xéopor Tpémer Sude locus
desperatus, alii alia tempt.: yrduns Patillon, yvduny o Ber-
nays, yropor . . . &va Kuster, rpomds kdopov Deichgriber

R4 (< T 687 Mouraviev) Sext. Adv. Math. 7.7

~ Y I'd N
élnrelro 8¢ kai mepl Hpaxhelrov, e p1) povor duoe-
s
ks éomiv alld kel Wuds dldaodos.

Heraclitus the Obscure (R5-R14)
Characterizations of His Style (R5-R11)
R5 Diog. Laert.
a (Ad) 2.22 (cf. 9.11)
doat & [Ariston Frag. 20 Wehrli] Edpurtdny aird Sévra

w f k] Y
70 ‘Hparhelrov odyypapue épéobar, “ri Soxely” Tov
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b

[. . .] Diodotus, who says that the treatise is not about
nature but about the constitution, and that the remarks
about nature serve as examples.

c

Some people entitle it [1.e. his book] The Muses, others On
Nature; Diodotus calls it “an accurate rudder for sctting
life straight,” others t“thought of characters way world
one of all things.”11

1 The text is hopelessly corrupt; we translate its words without
reproducing fully its syntax.

R4 (# DK) Sextus Empiricus, Againsi the Logicians

The question has also been studied regarding Heraclitus
whether he is not only a natural philosopher but also a
moral philosopher.

Heraclitus the Obscure (R5-R14)
Characterizations of His Style (R5-R11)

R5 Diogenes Laertius
a (Ad)

They say that Euripides, after he had given Heraclitus’
treatise to him [i.e. Socrates], asked, “What do you think
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-~ -~ T A oa A\
8¢ dpdvar, “& pév ovriika, yervoia: olpos 8¢ kai & pm
ovrike: mATE Anhiov yé Twos Beirar xohvufnrob.

b {< Al)9.12

Séhevkos pévror dmoiv & ypapparikds Kpbrevd rwa
forropety év 19 KaraxohvufByrh Kpdryral rwa wpi-
rov eis T ‘BALdSa wopioar 10 BuBhiow Or? kal eimein
Anhiov Twds deiorflar kohvuBnrod, 65 otk dmomviyr-

oeran v atTR.

1 kpdryra F: kpdrn BP' 2§y P: om, BF
c (< AL)9. 6-7
[...="Pl13] dc uév Twves, émmdeicas doadéorepor

ypdat, Smws of Svvdueror <ubrort mpooiower alTE
kal i) éx Tob Snuddous edxaradpdimrov 7. [. . ] Ocd-
dpaoros 8¢ dmow [Frag. 233 FHS&G] varo pehayyo-
Mas 76 pév WHurehs), 76 8¢ dihore dAhws & ovra
ypdas. [ . J[71[. . .1 hepmpds Te éviote év 74 ovy-
ypdppare kol capds ékSdile, dore? kal Tov vallé
oraTov padilms yr@vos kol dlapua Yuxfis AaBev 4
7€ Bpaxvrns kal 70 Bdpos THs épumpetas dobyipirov.

1¢pudvos> Rohde 2 éeBdMher, doTe rec.: éxBohws Te
BFF: éxfB0d @ore Bywater
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of it?” The other answered, “What I understand is splen-
did; I think that what I did not understand, is too; but it
needs a Delian diver [i.e. a real expert].”

b (< Al)

The grammarian Seleucus says that a certain Croton re-
ports in his Diver that it was a certain Crates who was the
first person to bring the book to Greece and that it was he
who said that it needed a Delian diver who would not
drown in it,

c (< Al)

[. . .] Some people say that he took care to write it [i.e. his
boek] quite obscurely, in order that <only> those would
have access to it who were capable of doing so and that it
not be despised because of its having a popular character.
[ . .] Theophrastus says that it was because of his melan-
choly [cf. P11] that he left some things unfinished and
rewrote others in different ways. [ . J[7][...] Sometimes
he lets fall a brilliant and clear utterance in his treatise, so
that even the dullest man can easily understand it and
acquire elevation of the soul; the brevity and the gravity
of his style are incomparable,
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R6 (¢ Ad) Arist. Rhet. 3.5 1407b11-18

o h ~ 3 s ‘!‘ s L N

SAws 3¢ B¢l ebavdyvwoToy elval TO yeypapuévor kal

» o 3 EY =Y N

etibpacror [. . ] 8wep [, . .] o0k Exovow [ . ] & uy

Y hY
pddiov Biaorifas, domep Ta Hpaxhelrou, 7o ydp
N

‘Hparheitov Saorifar épyor dud 76 ddnhov elvas mo-

- ~ - 3

répw wpborerar, 7@ YoTepor ) TG wpdTepow, olov év

-~ ~ ~ -~

™h dpxfi abrol ToU ovyypdupoaros ¢mai yip “rod

Adyou oD’ éévros? aiel dfdveror dvfpwmor ylyvor-

7au” [cf. D1]- é8nhov ydp 70 aiei, wpds worépe? uu-
TR
orifac

17078 é&bpros Victorius: rol 8éovros A: Tob fwvros 8
)
2 worépe Susemihl: wporépe A: dmorépe B 3 Braorifa
secl. Kassel

R7 (< A4) Demetr. Eloc. 191-92

0 8¢ cadés [ . .] év Tols curbedepévors: 16 B¢ doviv-
Berov kal Stahelvuévor Ghow doadés mdr ddnhos
vip 7 éxdaTov kdhov dpxr) Sid ™v Moy, domep Td
‘Hpexheirov kal yop Tebra oxoTewd mowel 10 wAeL-

orov 7 Mo,

RS (< T 301 Mouraviev) Cic. Fin. 2.5.153

[. . .] quod duobus modis sine reprehensione fit: si aut de
industria facias ut Heraclitus, “cognomento qui 3xorewds
perhibetur, quia de natura nimis obscure memoravit,” aut
cumn rerumn obscuritas, non verborum, facit [, . .].
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R6 (< A4} Aristotle, Rhetoric

In general, what is written should be easy to read and easy
to pronounce [. . .]. This is a feature lacking in [. . .] writ-
ings that are difficult to punctuate, like Heraclitus’. For it
is hard work to punctuate Heraclitus’ statements because
it is unclear with what [scil. a given term] is connected,
with what follows or what precedes, as in the beginning of
his book: for he says, “And of this account that is always
humans are uncomprehending” Jcf. D1], and it is un-
clear if “always” is to be punctuated so as to go with the
one or the other.

R7 (< A4) Demetrius, On Style

Clarity depends [. . .] on connecting particles. For a whole
that is asyndetic and unconnected is completely devoid of
clarity, for in the absence of connection it is unclear where
each phrase begins, as in Heraclitus’ writings; and in fact
it is usually the absence of connection that makes these
obscure.

R8 (= DK) Cicero, On Ends

[. . .] which fi.e. not being understood] can come about in
two ways without being blameworthy: either if you pro-
duce this intentionally, like Heraclitus, “who is called ‘Ob-
scure’ because he wrote very obscurely on nature”;! or
when it is caused by the obscurity of the subject matter,
not of the language [. . .].

1 This phrase is generally considered to be a quotation from
an unknown poet.
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RY (> B49a, cf. B62) Heracl. Alleg. 24.3-5

e n s erpos s PR
6 yoiw ororewds Hpdiheros doad? xai did ovu-
Bohwr eirdlerlon Svvdueve feoloyel Ta duokd St

dv ¢yot [ . . = D70 with textnal variants]- kai wdiew
[.. . =D65a]- Shov Te 10 mepi Piicews alviyparhdes
dhhmyopel,

R10 (< T 609 Mouraviev) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.8.50.2

h) 4 Y rd " R C Id e
Kal pupio émi puptols ebpowper v ¥wé te duloodduw
Dwé re woryr@y alvryparwdds epnuéva, dmov ye kol
o s 2 I4 Y ~ I
Sho. PuBMia émixexpupuéymy v Tol ovyypadéws

Fd 3 ’ e b N oE 's *
Botlpow émbeikvvrar, o xal 0 Hparxieirov Tept
diorews, bs ral 8¢ alrd roliro Skorewds mpoonydper-
T,

R11 (< Ala) Suda H.472
[.. .1 xai &ypape modha mormTikds.

Two Examples of Divergent Interpretations of
an Aphorism (R12-R13)

R12 (> B106) Sen, Epist. 12.7

ideo Heraclitus, cui cognomen fecit orationis obscutitas
“unus,” inquit, “dies par omni est” [ef. D25]. hoc alius
aliter excepit. dixit enim parem esse horis, nec mentitur,
nam si dies est tempus viginti et quattuer horarum,
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RY (> B49a, cf. B62) Heraclitus, Homeric Allegories

Surelyitis theologically that the obscure Heraclitus speaks
of natural phenomena as being subjects that are unclear
but that can be represented figuratively by means of sym-
bols, when he says, [. . . = D70], and again, [. . . = D65a],
And he allegorizes enigmatically everything that concerns
nature.?

1 QOr: in his work On Nature.

R10 (# DK) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

And we would find thousands upon thousands of things
expressed enigmatically by philosophers and poets, and
sometimes whole books show us their author’s meaning in
a concealed way, like the On Nature of Heraclitus, who is
called ‘the Obscure’ for this very reason.

R11 (< Ala) Suda
[. . .] and he wrote many things poeticaily.

Two Examples of Divergent Interpretations of
an Aphorism (R12-R13)

R12 (> B108) Seneea, Letters to Lucilius

Heraclitus, who owes his epithet [i.e. ‘the Obscure'] to the
obscurity of his style, said, “One day is the same as every
day” {cf. D25]. Different people have interpreted this in
different ways. For one said that it is equal in the number
of hours, and he spoke truly: for if “day” means twenty-
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necesse est omnes inter se dies pares esse, quia nox habet
quod dies perdidit. alius ait parem esse unum diem omni-
bus similitudine: nihil enim habet longissimi temporis spa-
tium, quod non et in uno die invenias, lucem et noctem

[...L

R13 (cf B30) Simpl. In Cael., p. 294.4-23

kei “Hpdrhettos 8¢ moré puéy éemvpobiofur Aéyer 1ow
kéapov, more 8¢ éx Tob wupds ovvicTacfar mdhw ad-
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roi Hpdrhetos 8¢ 8¢ alveyudy iy éavrol oodiny
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& yoiw dxelve elmov mepl yevéaews, bs doket, Tol Kd-
ouov kel Tade yéypade- “kéopov Tévde otire Tis Pedy
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mAaw b1 6 ANé€ardpos BovAduevos tov ‘Hpdrherroy
veryrov koi plaprow Myeaw Tov kéopor dhhws dirover
Tol Kéopov viv, “ov yip pexdipeva,” dnot, “Aéye ds
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Néyer mip Stardopnow, dAha kafdhov 7o dvre Kai
i Tovray Sudralwy, kel Gy els éxdrepor & pépe 7
perafohy Tob mavTds, moré wév els wip, woré 8¢ els
7o TowWwde Kbopow 7} yap TowbTY TOUTRY ér uépe
peraBoln) kai 6 Towolros xéopos ovx fpfars wore,

3
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four hours, then all days must necessarily be equal, inas-
much as the night contains what the dayloses, But another
one said that one day is equal to all the others from the
point of view of resemblance, because the extent of the
very longest time contains nothing which you could not
find in a single day—that is, light and night [ . .].

R13 (cf. B30} Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s On
the Heavens

Heraclitus says that the world sometimes undergoes a
conflagration and sometimes is reconstituted again out of
the fire, following certain periods of time, when he says,
“kindled in measures and extinguished in measures”
[cf. D85]. [. . .] And Heraclitus, who expresses his wisdom
by means of enigmas, is not signifying either [i.e. besides
Empedocles] what most people think he means. For in
any case having said this about the generation of the
world, as it seems, he has also written the following: “this
world order, none of the gods or humans made it,
but it always was™ [cf. D85)]. Excopt that Alexander, who
wants Heraclitus to say that the world is generated and
perishable, now understands “world” differently. He says,
“He does not say anything contradictory, as someone
might suppose; for he does not mean by ‘world’ here the
organization of this world, but in general the things that
exist and their arrangement, in virtue of which the change
of the whole takes place alternately in both directions,
sometimes into fire, sometimes into this world. For this
sort of alternation in the changes of these things and this
sort of world did not ever begin, but always existed.”
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A Facetious Falsification (R14)

RI4 (T 574A, T 565 Mouraviev) Gal. In Hipp. Epid. 2
(CMG 5/10/1, p. 402.27)
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Uy e alE 4500 Ae (B i dle gh g caDISH Gl 8 0y
mss. Al = Istanbul, Aya Sofia MS 3502, fol. 146b, line 16-fol.
147a, line 10; E1 = Madrid, Escorial M§ Arabe 804, fol. 122a,

lines 3-10; M = Milan, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, MS$ B 135 Sup.,
fol. 82a
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Reception of Heraclitus’ Doctrine (R15-R82)
Parody and Allusion in (Ps.-F) Epicharmus

See DRAM. T5-T8
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A Facetious Falsification (R14)

R14 (# DK) Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ Epi-
demics I1

I1] My view about them [scil. interpolated texts in works
by Hippocrates| is that an ill-intentioned person appended
these texts to the writings of Hippocrates, seeking to
shame and disgrace those miserable sophists, so that their
ignorance would be revealed, just as one of our contem-
poraries named Lucian' has done. [2] For he forged a
book in which he collected obscure words that have no
meaning at all, and ther attributed it to Heraclitus. He
then gave it to some people who presented it to a philoso-
pher whose utterances were well regarded and whom
people found to be truthful and trustworthy. They asked
him to explain it and comment on it for them. But this poor
man did not realize that they only wanted to mock him.
So, thinking himself to be extremely clever, he began to
deliver expositions on the book, but brought disgrace
upon himself as a result.2

1 This Lueian may or may not be identical with Galen’s cele-
brated contemporary, Lucian of Samosata, 2 Translated by
Peter E. Pormann, based on an earlier version produced by Bink
Hallum, and revised by Kamran Karimullah and Peter E. Por-
mann.

Reception of Heraclitus® Doctrine (R15-R92)
FParody and Allusion in (Ps.-P) Epicharmus

See DRAM. T5-T8
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A Polemic in ParmenidesP (R15)

R15 (28 B6.4-9) Simpl. In Phys., p. 117.8-13, 78.3-4 (v.
8-9)
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app. cf. PARM. D7

Hippocratic Adapiations of Heraclitean
Ideas and Language

See MED. T9, T12

The Heracliteans (R16-R26)
Heraclitus” Reputation (R16)

R16 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.6
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A Polemic in Parmenides? (R15)
R135 (28 B6.4-9) Parmenides D7

[. . - scil that road], which mortals who know
nothing

Invent, two-headed [scil. creatures]! For the
helplessness in their

Breast directs their wandering mind; and they are
borne along,

Deaf and likewise blind, stupefied, tribes undecided
[or: without judgment],

Who suppose that “this is and is not” [or: that to be
and not te be] is the same

And not the same, and that of all things [or: for all]
the path is backward-turning,

Hippocratic Adaptations of Heraclitean
Ideas end Language
See MED. T9, T12

The Heracliteans (R16-R26)
Heraclitus’ Reputation (R16)

R16 (< A1) Diogenes Laertius

His treatise acquired such fame that followers of his
even arose because of it, the people who are called the
Heracliteans.
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Plato on the Heracliteans (R17-R18)

R17 (> 66.3) Plat. Theaet. 179d-180c
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Plato on the Heracliteans (R17-R18)
RI17 (> 66.3) Plato, Theaetetus

[Socrates:] [. . .] So we must go closer [... .] to examine this
being in motion and gjve it a tap to find out whether it
rings troe or is defective. For the battle that has taken
place concerning this is no minor one and has not involved
only a few people.

ITheodorus:] Indeed, it is far from minor, and it is even
spreading very much across Ionia. For it is with great vigor
that Heraclitus" companions lead the chorus that pro-
claims this account.

[Socrates:| That, my dear Theodorus, is just why we must
examine it all the more, and from [179¢] the beginning,
just as they themselves present it.

[Theodorus:] Absolutely. For, about these Heraclitisms or,
as you say, these Homerisms and other ideas that are even
more ancient [cf. DOX, T2], it is just as impossible to
converse with those Ephesians who profess to be experts
in them, as it is with lunatics. For, honestly, their behavior
is entirely in accordance with their writings, and they are
not at all capable of sticking with the argument and the
question, or of calmly answering and asking in turn; [180a]
indeed, the absence of even the smallest bit of calmness
in them exceeds this ‘not at all.” But if you ask one of them
something, they draw enigmatic little phrases as though
from a quiver and shoot them; and if you try to get an
explanation of what he has said, you will be hit by another
unheard-of phrase. You will never get anywhere with any
of them—nor, for that matter, do they with one another,
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but they take great care to [b] allow nothing firm to be
established, either in argument or in their souls, suppos-
ing, I guess, that this would be something stable. And it is
this that they wage total war against and that they banish
everywhere as far as they can.

[Socrates:] But maybe, Theodorus, you have only seen
those men when they were battling and have not been
present when they are at peace: for they are not your
comrades. But I suppose they say these kinds of things at
school [or: at leisure] to their disciples, whom they wish to
malke similar to themselves.

[Theodorus:] What disciples, my good man? None of
these [c] people ever becomes the disciple of another, but
they grow up on their own, from whatever place each of
them happens to have been inspired, and one man thinks
that the other knows nothing at all [. . .1,

R18 (= DK) Plato, Gratylus

[Socrates:! By the dog, I think that it was a pretty good
inspiration that occurred to me just now: that the very
ancient men who established names, like many of the
present-day philosophers, more than anything got dizzy
because of the intense whirling they were subjected to
when they attempted to investigate the condition of the
things that are, and that because of this they suppose that
things are whirling around and moving in all ways possible.
But they say that the cause for this opinion is not the in-
ternal affection that they feel but the fact that the nature
of things is such that none of them is at rest or stable, but
that they are flowing, are being borne along, and are al-
ways full of every kind of motion and generation.
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A Report by Arisiotle on the Heracliteans (R19)

R19 (< 65.4) Arist. Metaph. T'S 1010a7-12

éry 8¢ mioar Sphvres TevTNY Kewoupévny T duow,
xata 0¢ 7ob weraBdihovros odféy drnyfevduevoy, mepi
5 4 4 '3 3 3 81 )
ve 10 mavry wdrres peraSdlhor olk évbéyeofla
3 rd 3 Y s ~ e 2 2 I
dAnlevew. ék yap radrs tis dmorbews éqvlinoer
7 dipordty 86fa oY elpyuévar, 4 rév daorévrev
nporherifew kel ofay Kpurvhos elyer [. . . = R23],

Reporis by a Peripatetic on the
Heracliteans (R20-R21)

R20 (< Nachtrag II, pp. 421-22) Ps.-Arist. Probl. 13.6
908a28-34

A I 37 ’ 8 4 N\ o L4 A
it Ti, édv Tis ordpoda Pdyy, 0 obpov Slei, dAhwy
L rd 2> hY a3 N 3 a7 3 4 s
Bé éydurwv loyvpor dounr ok 8le éSecBévrov; wd-
.~
Tepov, Gomep Twes TV fNpakhaTildvror daciy, S
o Fal N ~
avabvdras, domep év 14 Sho, kal v TH Thpar,
- e by e 3 ~ 5\ & i 2 ~
elra walw Jroxley cuvioraras éxel uév Typdy, évraifa
by 3
8¢ otpor; [. . .]

R21 (> 66.2) Ps.-Arist. Probl. 23.30 934bh23-24, 32-36

hY - ) by rd A Y hY e
[.. ] 8ue rolro 8¢ kai epudrepa 76, dvw T yap dh-
pvpdy feppdrepov ob moripov. 8 wai daci Twes
Tov fpaherilértor ék pév Tov morluov Enpawoué-
vov kal myyvuuévov Aifovs yiverlOuw xal yijv, éx 8¢
-~ ” b o a ~
s Baldrrns Tov fhov dvabupmbofar.

222

HERACLITUS
A Report by Aristotle on the Heracliteans (R19)

R19 (< 65.4} Aristotle, Metaphysics

Furthermore, observing that all this [i.e. perceptible and
indeterminate] nature is in moton, and that “true” cannot
be said about anything that is changing, [scil. they thought]
that it is evidently not possible to say something true about
what is changing completely in every way. It was on the
basis of this idea that the most extreme doctrine blos-
somed forth among those we have mentioned, that of
those who claim that they are Heraclitizing and the one
held by Cratylus [. . .].

Reports by a Peripatetic on the
Heracliteans (R20-R21)

R20 (< Nachtrag II, pp. 421-22) Ps.-Aristotle, Problems

Why, if one eats garlic, does the urine smell, whereas when
other things that have a strong odor are eaten, it does not
smell? Is it, as some of the Heraclitizers say, that an evap-~
oration takes place, just as in the universe, so too in the
body, and that, when it has cooled off again, moisture
forms there and urine here? [, . .]

R21 (> 66.2) Ps.-Aristotle, Problems

This [scil. because the sun attracts the lighter elements of
a liquid] is why the upper parts [scil. of the sea] are also
warmer [scil. besides being saltyl; for salty [scil. water] is
warmer than potable. And that is why some of the Hera-
clitizers say that stones and earth are produced from the
drying out and solidifying of potable water and that the

sun is an evaporation coming from the sea.
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Cratylus (R22-R26)
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Cratylus (R22-R26)

R22 (# DK) Plato, Cratylus

[Sacrates:] [. . .] we say that names signify being for us, on
the idea that everything is going, moving, and flowing, Do
you think that they indicate something else?

[Cratylus:] This is absolutely how it is, and they signify

correctly.

R23 (< 65.4) Aristotle, Metaphysics

[. . .] Cratylus, who in the end thought that it was necessary
not to say anything but merely moved his finger, and who
reproached Heraclitus for saying that it is not possible to
step twice into the same river [ef. D65]—for he himself
thought that this was not possible even once.

R24 Plato, Cratylus

a (65.5)

[Hermogenes:] Cratylus here says, Socrates, that there
exists by nature a correct name for each of the things that
are, and that a name is not whatever some people say who
have agreed to use it, uttering some part of their own
language, but that there exists naturally a certainly cor-
rectness of names that is identical for all, both Greeks and
non-Greeks (barbaroi).

b (# DK)

[Socrates:] And Cratylus says the truth when he says that
names belong by nature to things, and that not just anyone
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Heraclitus in the Derveni Papyrus

See DERV. Col. 1V (cf. D89a)

Plato (R27-R34)
Plato’s Debt to Heraclitus and the
Heracliteans (R27-R28)
R27 Arist. Metaph.

a (< 65.3) A6 987a32-b1

3 4 hy 4 1 n fh‘ b
€K véov Te yap ovyyerduevos! mparor Kparihe xat

rats "Hpoxherreiots 86€ats, ds dwdrrav tov alofn-

226

HERACLITUS

is a craftsman of names, but only that man who looks to
the name that exists by nature for each thing and is capable
of putting its form into letters and syllables.

R25 (< 65.1) Flato, Cratylus

[Socrates:] But ail the same, tell me this much: do you
think that it is not possible to speak anything false, but that
it is possible to say it?

[Cratylus:] On my view it is not possible to say it either.

R26 (< 65.2} Aeschines the Socratic in Aristotle, Rhetoric

And as Aeschines [scil, said] about Cratylus, he was hissing
violently, shaking his fists.

Heraclitus in the Dervent Papyrus

See DERY, Col. IV (cf. D89a)

Plato (RI7-R34)
Plato’s Debt to Heraclitus and the
Heracliteans (R27-R28)
R27 Aristotle, Metaphysics
a (< 65.3)

In his youth, he [i.e. Plato] first became familiar with Cra-
tylus and the Heraclitean doctrines, according to which all

Lguyyerduevos B: cuwjns yevduevos A”
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perceptible things are constantly flowing and there is no
knowledge about them, and he maintained these views
later aswell [. . ].

b (# DK)

The theory of Forms occurred to its partisans becanse
they had been convinced, concerning the truth, by the
Heraclitean statements according to which all perceptible
things are constantly flowing, so that if there is going to be
knowledge about something and thought, there must be
certain other natures that remain, besides the perceptible
ones: for there is no knowledge about what flows.

R28 Diogenes Laertius
a (65.3)

And, they say, afterward [i.e. after he had burned the trag-
edies he had written|, having reached the age of twenty,
he [scil. Plato] studied with Socrates. Once that man had
died, he attached himself to Cratylus the Heraclitean and
to Hermogenes, whose philosophy followed Parmenides’
doctrines.!

1 This is an inference hased on the position defended by Her-
maogenes in Plato’s Cratylus on the arbitrary nature of language.

b {# DK)

He [scil. Plato] made a mixture of the Heraclitean, Py-
thagorean, and Socratic doctrines: for his philosophy fol-
lowed Heraclitus regarding the perceptibles, Pythagoras
regarding the intelligibles, and Socrates rogarding politics.
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Discussions and Utilizations of Heraclitus’
Doctrines in Plato (R29-R34)
On the Doctrine of Flux (R29-R30)

R29 (> A6) Plat. Crat. 401d—402¢
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Discussions and Utilizations of Heraclitus®
Doctrines in Plato (R29-R34)
On the Doctrine of Flux (R29-R30)

R29 (> A6) Plato, Cratylus

[Socrates:] [. . .] As for those people who [i.e. explaining
the name of Hestia, call the essence of things] “Osia,”!
they seem to think, like Heraclitus, that all of the things
that exist are in motion and that none rests in its place:
for according to them the cause and originator is what
“pushes” (6thoun), and that is why it is quite appropriate
that it is called “Osia.” [. . .] After Hestia it is right to con-
sider Rhea and Cronus [. . .] Dear friend, a swarm of wis-
dom has just come to my mind.

[Hermogenes:] What kind?

[Socrates:] It is quite ludicrous to say it, but I think there
is something plausible about it,

[Hermogenes:] How so?

[Socrates:] I seem to see Heraclitus proclaiming some an-
cient wise sayings, ones really dating from the time of
Cronus and Rhea, and ones that Homer too uttered.
[Hermogenes:] What do you mean?

[Socrates:] Heraclitus says something like this: that all
things flow and nothing remains; and comparing the things
that are to the flowing (rhoé) of a river, he says that you
could not step twice into the same river [cf. D65c].
{Hermogenes:] That is true.

[Socrates:] Well then, do you think that the man who gave
the names ‘Rhea’ and ‘Cronus’ to the ancestors of the

1 The term is phonetically very close to ousie (being, essence).
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other gods had something different in mind from Heracli-
tus? Do you suppose that it is by chance that he gave to
both of them the names of flowing things (rheumata)?? So
too, Homer says, ’

Ocean, the origin of the gods, and their mother
Tethys (Il. 14.201, 302);

and, I think, Hesiod too, And Orpheus too says some-
where,

Fair-lowing Ocean was the first to make a beginning
of marriage,

He who wedded his sister Tethys, his mother’s
daughter.

Just look how all these statements agree with one another
and tend toward Heraclitus’ doctrines [cf, DOX, T3].

2 The sound of the Greek term can allude to both Rhee and
Kronos (cf. kréng, krounos).

R30 (> 23 A8) Plato, Theaetetus

[Socrates:] [. . .] It is from motion, change, and mixture
with each other that all the things come about that we say
exist, speaking incorrectly: for nothing ever exists, but it is
always becoming. And on this point let us admit that all
the sages except Parmenides in sequence were in agree-
ment—Protagoras, Heraclitus, and Empedocles [. . .] [cf.
DOX. T2].
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On Unity and Multiplicity (R31)

R31 (< Al0, cf. B10} Plat. Soph. 242d-e
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On Unity and Multiplicity (R31)

R31 (< AlQ, cf. B10) Plato, Sophist

[The stranger {rom Elea:] Tonian Muses [i.e. Heraclitus]
[. . .] recognized that it would be safest to weave together
both positions {i.e. monist and pluralist] and to say that
being is at the same time many and one, and that it is held
together by discord and friendship, For what is separated
always comes together [cf. D47], as the more tense of
these Muses say[. . .] [of . DOX. T4],

A Criticism of the Doctrine of
Fitting-Together (R32)

R32 (cf. ad B51) Plato, Symposium

[Eryximachus:] All of medicine, I claim, is governed by
this god [i.e. Eros], [187a] and the same applies to gym-
nastics and agriculture. As for musie, it is obvious to any-
one who pays even a little bit of attention that the same is
true for it as for these others—as it is possibie that Hera-
clitus too means to say, since he does not express it clearly
with his words. For he says, “the one, diverging, converges
with itself, like the fitting-together (harmonig) of a bow
and lyre” [cf. D497, Ttis quite absurd to say that a harmony
(harmonia) “diverges,” or is made up of elements that still
diverge. But perhaps what he meant was that it comes
about out of [b] a sharp and a flat that at first diverge but
then are accorded by the art of music. For obviously a
harmony (harmonia) cannot be made up out of sharp and
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Hat that still diverge. For a harmony (harmonia) is an ac-
cord, and an accord is a kind of agreement. And it is impos-
sible for an agreement to result from things that diverge,
as long as they are diverging. And inversely, what diverges
and does not agree cannot fit together (harmosai) [. . .].”

On the Doctrine of Multiple Perspectives (R33)

R33 (> BS2, B8B) Plato, Greater Hippias

[Socrates:] [...]I know, Hippias, how we ought to respond
to the man who asks us this question [scil. whether a beau-
tiful pot is beautiful): “My man, don’t you know that Her-
aclitus is right to say, ‘the most beautiful monkey is
ugly compared with the human race’ [= D81], and the
most beautiful pot is ugly compared with the race of girls,
as Hippias the wise saysP” Is that not right, HippiasP
[Hippias:| Absolutely, Socrates, you have answered per-
foctly.

[Socrates:] Then listen. For I know what he will say after
this: “What, SocratesP If someone compares the race of
gitls to that of gods [b], will he not find the same thing as
when comparing the race of pots to that of girlsP Will not
the most beautiful girl seem ugly? And does not Heracli-
tus, whom you adduce, say the same thing, that ‘the wis-
est human will seem to be a monkey compared to a
god in wisdom, beauty, and everything else?”” [D77].
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An Application to Old Age (R34)
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An Application to Old Age (R34)

R34 (# DK) Plato, Republic

When they [i.e. those who have studied dialectic] reach
old age, except for a few of them they are extinguished,
much more than the Heraclitean sun, insofar as they are
not rekindled [ef. D91).

Summaries and Criticisms in Aristotle (R35-R43)
On Cosmic Fire (R35)

R35 (> Al0} Aristotle, Physics

In general, independently of the question of knowing
whether one of them [i.e. the elements] is unlimited, it is
impossible that the whele, even if it is limited, either be
ot become one of them, as Heraclitus says that all things
become fire at one time [, . .J; for all things are trans-
formed from one contrary into the other, as for example
from warm into cold.

See also EMP. D79a

On the Doctrine of Flux (R36)

R36 (# DK) Aristotle, On the Heavens

Others say that all things come about and flow, and that
nothing exists stably, except for one thing alone that sub-
sists, out of which all these other things are produced
naturally by changing their form. This is what many peo-
ple seem to have meant, and especially Heraclitus of
Ephesus.
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On the Coexistence of Opposites (R37-R39)
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On the Coexistence of Opposites (R37-R39}

R37 (> AT) Aristotle, Metaphysics

It is impossible for anyone to think that the same thing
both is and is not, as some people believe that Heraclitus

said—for it is not necessary that what one says one also
think.

R38 (= DK) Aristotle, Metaphysics
a

The doctrine of Heraclitus, who says that all things are and
are not [cf. D65, RY, R15), seems to make everything
true [, . .]. '

b

These theses [scil. that nothing is true and that everything
is true| are virtually identical with those of Heraclitus: for
he who affirms that everything is true and everything is
false also affirms each of these propositions separately, so
that if they are impossible, it is also impossible that the
first one [seil. be true].

R39 (= DK) Aristotle, Metaphysics

There is no simple demonstration regarding this question
[i.e. whether something can be and not be at the same
time], but there is a demonstration against the person who
poses it. And perhaps if someone asked Heraclitus himself
in this way, he would oblige him to recognize that it is

Lépwrdv A" épwrioras EJ

241



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY II1

afai- viv & ot ouvieis? éavrol Ti woTe Aéyer, TavTyy
&afe i 8éfar. Bhws & e 1O heyduevor U’ alrod
doriv dinlés, 0d& av alrd Tolro el dinbés, Méya deé
16 €vdéyeolar 16 avrd kel &va xal TOv adrTdy Ypdvov
elval e kal v evasr kaldmep yip xal Sippmuévar
adTér 00Oy mihiov 1) karddaats 4 9 drddacs dhy-
Hederar, rov adror Tpdmor kui Tob cvraudorépou ol
rob cuumemheyufvovr kafdmep pubs Twds karadd-
ocews ovons odfév pillov 33 dmddacic 7o Shov de
év xaraddoe riléuevor dhnbedoerant &y & el pnbes
Eorw aAnbds karadfom, kiy alro Toiro Yeldos ey
70 pdvar pndepior dAnf karddaow drdpyew. € &
éore 71, Mowr' &v 76 heydpevor dud tév Ta rowalra
dnoTouéver kol TovTelds avarpolvrwy T0 diahéye-

0'9(11..

2 qumels A” yp. B: cuvels E] 34 post dwédaos in mss.
hue transp. Ross (qul coni. in app. odfér frrov 5 dwddacis §)
1 GAyfedoeras A% dAnis Eoras E]

On the ldentity of Opposites (R40-R41)

R40 (< T 152 Mouraviev) Arist. Phys. 1.2 185b19-25

ailhd pnv e 76 Aoyw & 7d dvra mdvta s Admov
kal ipdrior, rov Hpexhetrov Advor cvpBaive Aéyew
adrots Tadrov yop éoral dvefd kol kexd evar, xal
dval ral iy dyadd dvar—dore ravrov forar dya-
#ov Kxai otw dyafév, kai dvlpwros kai lrros, kat ob

242

HERACLITUS

never possible for contradictory statements to be true
about the same matters; but as it is, it was because he
himself did not understand what he was saying that he
adopted this view. And in general, if what he states is true,
then this statement itself (I mean that the same thing can
be and not be.at one and the same time) would not be true.
For just as if they are taken separately, the affirmation is
o more true than the negation, in the same way if there
is a single affirmation of their conjunction and combina-
tion, the negation will not be more true than the whole
statement taken as an affirmation. And furthermore, if one
cannot affirm anything truly, then this affrmation itself,
according to which there is no such thing as a true affir-
mation, would be false. And if anything can be, then what
those people say who raise this kind of objection and com-
pletely destroy discussion would be refuted.

On the Identity of Opposites (R40-R41)

R40 (% DK) Aristotle, Physics

If all things are one in their definition, as are clothing and
dress, then it turns out that they [i.e. Parmenides and
Melissus] are embracing Heraclitus’ account: for the es-
sence of the good and of the evil will be identical, as well
as that of the good and the not good, so that good and not
good will be identical, as well as human and horse, and
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their statements will no longer bear on the fact that all
things are one, but on nothing, and the same for being of
such a kind and being in such a quantity.

R41 (# DK) Aristotle, Topics

That is why too those who cite others’ opinions, for ex-
ample that the good and the evil are the same thing, as
Heraclitus said, do not concede that the contraries are not
present at the same time in the same thing, not because
this is not their own opinion, but because this is what one
must say according to Heraclitus.

On Belief and Knowledge (R42)
R42 {# DK) Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

For some of those who have a certain opinion have no
doubt, but think that they know exactly. [. . .] For certain
people are not less convinced about their opinions than
others are about their knowledge—[scil. the case of] Her-
aclitus shows this [cf. P10a].

On the Soul (R43)

R43 (< Al5) Aristotle, On the Soul

Heraclitus too [scil. like Diogenes of Apollonia] says that
the principle is the soul, since it is an evaporation, and out
of this evaporation he composes everything else.
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Doxographies of Platonic-Peripatetic Inspiration
(R44-R46)
A Systematization in Terms of Contraries (Rd4)
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Doxographies of Platonic-Peripatetic Inspiration
(R¢4-Rd6)
A Systematization in Terms of Contraries (R44)

R44 (< 28 A46, 31 A86) Theophrastus, On Sensations

With regard to perception, most general opinions are of
two kinds: some people explain it by what is similar, others
by what is contrary: Parmenides, Empedocles, and Plato
by what is similar, those who follow Anazxagoras and Hera-
clitus by what is contrary.

Two Systematizations in Terms of
Physics (R45-R46)

R45 (> 22 A5, of. 18.7) Simplicius, Commentary on Aris-
totle’s Physics

Hippasus of Metapontum [cf. HIPPAS, D4] and Heracli-
tus of Ephesus [scil. said like the other philosophers who
admit a principle that is one and in motion, of, DOX, T14]
that it is one, in motion, and limited, but [24] they estab-
lished fire as the principle and make beings come to be
out of fire by condensation and rarefaction, and dissolve
them again into fire, on the idea that this is the one nature
that is a substrate, For Heraclitus says that all things are
an exchange of fire [of. D87]; and he establishes a certain
order and a determinate period for the transformation of
the world in conformity with a certain necessity that is
fixed by destiny [of. D85]. And it is clear that these too
arrived at this opinion from having observed the genera-
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8¢ yiveoBor kol eipapuévmy kai 8 s évavriorpo-
-~ 1 ( Id b o 5\ e ~ 5 A\
mis! fppdolar Ta. bvra: kel mdvre Yuydr ever xal
Sepdvwy whipy. eipyre 88 kai mepl rav & wbouw
cunoTepévay mivrov mafdy, 6re re & fhds domi TO
uéyeflos ofos datverar|[. . ].

l E) ~ 3 s . d f 3 8
évarrwoTponis mss,: évarriorportas Dindorf évavriodpo-
péas Diels

b

* A3 A Fd N\ 3 A L ~ 4 .

[8] ki 7 émt puépous B¢ abr Bde Exer rédw Soyudrwr
~ 7 ~ by 4

wp elvar orotyeiov kal mupds duoliy Td wdvra,

a s b ' e 1 -~ 8\ 28\

GpoLBoe Kol TUKVOoE yrdpere! cadds 8¢ ovder
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tive, technical, and digestive properties of heat, its ability
to pass through all things and to transform them all; for
we have no information that they made it unlimited.
Moreover, if an element is the smallest thing from which
the others derive and into which they are dissolved, and if
fire is the finest one of all, then it would be this one more
than any other that would be the element.

R46 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius
a

[7] His opinions, speaking generally, are the following. All
things are constituted out of fire and are dissolved into it
[cf. D85-D87]. All things come about according to des-
tiny [cf. D63], and the things that exist are fitted together
thanks to the contrariety of their character [cf. D47-
D62]. And everything is full of souls and divinities. He
also spoke about everything that happens in the world, and
that the sun is the size that it appears to be [cf. D89] .. g

b

(8] With regard to his detailed opinions, they are as fol-
lows. Fire is the element and all things are an exchange of
fire [ef. D87], and they come about by rarefaction and
condensation. But he does not explain anything clearly. All

Lywdpeva FPY 76 yiv- BP' ®h
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things come about by contrariety and the totality of things
flows like a river [cf, D65-D66]. The whole is limited and
there is only one world [¢f. D85]. Tt is generated out of
fire and it burns up again [i.e. it becomes fire] according
to certain periods [cf. D85], alternating, for the whole
duration of time. And this comes about according to des-
tiny, Of the contraries, the one that leads to generation is
called war and strife [cf. D63, D64], the one that leads to
the conflagration (ekpurdsis), agreement and peace [cf.
D48, D49], and the changing is a way upward and down-
ward [cf. D51], and it is according to this that the world
comes about. [9] For as the fire becomes dense, it be-
comes moist, and when it collects together it becomes
water, and when the water becomes solid it turns into
earth [cf. D86]. And this is the downward way. But then
in turn the earth spreads out and from it comes water [cf.
D86], and from this comes everything else, since he de-
rives almost everything from the evaporation from the sea;
and this is the upward way. But there are evaporations that
come from the earth and sea, some of them bright ad
pure, others dark. The fire increases because of the bright
ones, the moisture because of the others. He does not
explain what surrounds. But there are in it bowls turned
over with their concave part facing us, in which bright
evaporations that are pressed together produce flames,
which are the heavenly bodies. [10] The brightest and
hottest flame is that of the sun. For the other heavenly
bodies are farther away from the earth and that is why they
produce less light and heat; the moon is closer to the earth
but does not move through the pure region, But the sun

2 memepdvfor Bh: wemepdotac BP: -Gofas F 3 adrny
mss., corr. Reiske
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lies in a diaphanous and unmixed [scil. region], and is at a
proportionate distance from us; for that is why it gives
more heat and light. Eclipses of the sun and moon occur
when the bowls are turned upward; the monthly phases of
the moon come about when the howl turns around on it-
self little by little. Day, night, months, the seasons of the
year, rainy years, winds, and similar phenomena come
about because of different evaporations. [11] For the
bright evaporation makes day when it is kindled in the
circle of the sun, but when the contrary one prevails it
produces night. And heat, increased by the bright ane,
makes summer, while moisture, made preponderant by
the dark one, generates winter. He supplies the causes for
other phenomena as well, along the same lines. But as for
the earth, he does not explains what it is, nor about the
bowls either. And these were his opinions,

Reports Reflecting a Platonic-Aristotelion
Appropriation (R47-R49)
Motion {R47)

R47 (A6} Agtius

Heraclitus abolishes immobility and rest from the uni-
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Heraclitus physicus scintillamn stellaris essentiae.

254

HERACLITUS

verse, for these belong to corpses; and [scil. he attributes]
an eternal motion to eternal things, and a perishable mo-
tion to perishable anes,

The Soul (R48)

R48
a (A15) Astius

Heraclitus: the soul of the world is an evaporation of the
moisture it contains, and the one that is in animals, which
derives from the external evaporation and from the one
that is in them, is of the same kind.

b (cf ad A17) Agtius

Heraclitus said that the souls that leave the body return to
the soul of the whole, since their genus and substance are
of the same nature,

¢ (# DK) Macrobius, Commentary on Cicero’s Dream of
Scipio

Heraclitus, the natural philosopher, {scil. calls the soul] a
spark of the stars’ substance.
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The Heavens (D49)
R49 (31 A62) (Ps.-?) Hippolytus, Refutation of All Her-

esies

And as Empedocles said that the whole region near us is
full of evils, and that evils spread as far as the moon, ex-
tending outward from the region around the earth, but do
not go any farther, since the whole region beyond the
moon is purer; this too was the view of Heraclitus [= EMP.
D142].

Stoics (R50--R66)
Stoic Appropriations (R50-R56)
Zeno (R50-R51)

R50 (# DK) Numenius, On the Infidelity of the Academy
toward Plato, in Eusebius, Evangelical Preparation

[. . .] Consider now that he [i.e. Zeno the Stoic] also had
his share in Stilpo and the Heraclitean doctrines. For
when they [i.e. Arcesilaus and Zeno] were fellow students
of Polemon and became rivals, the one [i.e. Zeno] took as
his allies in their struggle Heraclitus and Stilpo together
with Crates: Stilpo made him a fighter, Heraclitus austere,
and Crates a Cynic. As for Arcesilaus [. . .].
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R51 (> Bl2) Ar. Did. in Eus. PE 15.20.2-3 (Frag. 39
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R51 (> B12) Arius Didymus in Eusebius, Evangelical
Preparction '

Concerning the soul, Cleanthes, citing the doctrines of
Zeno in order to establish a comparison with the other
philosophers of nature, says that Zeno defines the soul as
an evaporation endowed with sensation, like Heraclitus;
for, wanting to show that the souls that come from an
evaporation are always intelligent, he has compared them
to rivers, when he says, [, . . = D65a]. Thus Zeno affirms,
like Heraclitus, that the soul is an evaporation, and he says
that it is endowed with sensation [. . .].

Cleanihes (R52)

R52 (C4) Stobaeus, Anthology

It is to you [i.e. Zeus] that this whole world order,
whirling around the earth,

Is obedient, wherever you lead it, and it is willingly
ruled by you—

Such is the servant you hold in your invincible hands,

The two-edged fiery ever-living lightning bolt:!

For under its blow? all things in nature shudder,

With it you make straight the account in common,

which through all things

Proceeds,® mixing them with great lights and with
small ones.

1Cf D82, 2 Cf. D110, 3Cf. D2, D82,

5 wAyyytfs ms., corr. Brunck ppiyacw Ursinus: prpya

spat. 10 litt. ms, 6 héyor kowdy ms., corr. Ursinus
7 peydhors purpols e Brunck: peydhaw pkpoior ms.
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Chrysippus (R53)

R53 (f T 262 Mouraviev) Philod. Piet. Col. 14 (p. 18
Henrichs)
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Chrysippus (R53)

R53 (# DK) Philodemus, On Piety

[13] He [i.e, Chrysippus] writes much the same things in
his books On Nature, proceeding, after those we have
discussed [ie. Orpheus, Musaeus, Homer, Euripides,
Cleanthes] to an assimilation with the doctrines of Hera-
clitus. [. . .] [21] In the third [scil. book, he says] that war
and Zeus are the same thing, and that this is what Hera-
clitus says too [cf. D64].

Muarcus Aurelius (R54-R55)

R54 {> B71-74, B76) Marcus Aurelius

'To always remember what Heraclitus says, that death for
the earth is to become water, death for water is to become
air, and for air, to become fire; and inversely [cf. D100].
And to remember the man who has forgotten where the
road leads [cf. D104]. And this too: that from what they
most incessantly associate with, the reason that adminis-
ters the universe, they are at variance, and what they en-
counter every day seems foreign to them [cf. D3]. And
that we should not act and speak like people who are
sleeping [cf. D1] (for then too we think we are acting and
speaking); and that we should not [scil. act and speak]
<like> the children of our parents [= D7), that is, in ordi-
nary language, in conformity with what we have received
from tradition,
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R55 (B75) M. Aur. 6.42
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Some Characteristic Stoic Doctrines Linked
with Heraclitus (R57-R66)
Various Subjects (R57)

R57 (T 270 Mouraviev) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.105.1
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R55 (B75) Marcus Aurelius

I think that Heraclitus says that those who sleep are con-
structors and collaborators in what happens in the world.

An Anonymous Paraphrase (R56)

R56 (BS89) Ps.-Plutarch, On Superstition

Heraclitus says that those who are awake have a world that
is one and in common, but that each of those who are
asleep turns aside into his own particular world lcf. D21,

Some Characteristic Stoic Doctrines Linked
with Heraclitus (R57—R66)
Various Subjects (R57)

R57 (# DK) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

[. . .] What the most illustrious Stoics profess concerning
the conflagration (ekpurdsis), the administration of the
world, the individuality of the world and of the human
being, and the persistence of our souls, is very similar to
this [i.e. Heraclitus’ doctrine].
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Human Reason, Divine Beason (R58-R60)

R58 (A20) Caleid. In Tim. 251

Heraclitus vero consentientibus Stoicis [SVF 2.1198]
rationem nostram cum divina ratione conectit regente ac
moderante mundana: propter inseparabilem comitatum
consciam decreti rationabilis factam, quiescentibus animis
opere sensuum futura denuntiare; ex quo fieri ut appareant
imagines ignotorum locorum simulacraque hominum tam
viventium quam mortuorum, idemque asserit divinationis
usum et praemoneri meritos instruentibus divinis potes-
tatibus.

R59 (cf A16) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 7.127-34
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Human Reason, Divine Reason (R58-R60)

R58 (A20) Calcidius, Commentary on Plato’s Timasus

Heraclitus, with the approval of the Stoics, connects our
reason with the divine reason that rules and governs the
affairs of the world: being made conscious of the law of
reason because of this inseparable connection, when our
souls are resting it announces the future with the help of
the senses. This is how it comes about that the images of
unknown places and the likenesses of both living and dead
men appear. And the same man defends the practice of
divination and [scil. claims] that those who are deserving
are forewarned by divine powers that instruct them.

R59 (cf. A16) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

[127][. ..] this natural philosopher [i.e. Heraclitus] holds
the view that the substance that surrounds us is rational
and mindful. [. . .] [129] o according to Heraclitus, it is
by inhaling this divine reason when we breathe that we
become intelligent, and whereas we forget it when we
sleep, we become mindful again when we are awake, For
when we sleep, the channels of perception are closed and
the mind within us is separated from its natural connec-
tion with what surrounds, and only the point of attach-
ment, respiration, subsists like a kind of root, and when it
is separated it loses the faculty of memory that it had be-
fore; [130] but then when it awakens, leaning toward the
channels of perception as though toward windows and
encountering what surrounds, it takes on the faculty of
reason once again. In the same way as pieces of charcoal
brought near to a fire are kindled according to a transfor-
mation but are extinguished when they are removed from
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olévres B¢ oBévvvrrar, olfitw kol v émfevwleioa Tols
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1 oy mss., corr. Kayser

R60 {A16) Sext. Emp. Adv. Math. 8.286
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it, so too the portion coming from what surrounds, which
resides with our bodies, in the state of separation becomes
almost irrational, but in the state of union by most of the
channels it is restored to its affinity with the whole. [131]
Heraclitus says that this reason, which is in common and
divine, and by participation in which we become rational,
is the criterion of the truth; this is why what appears to all
in common is reliable (for it is apprehended by the reason
that is common and divine), while what is evident to one
man alone is unreliable, for the opposite reason. [132] For
this is what the abovementioned man says at the beginning
of his book On Nature [or: of his remarks about nature],
when in a certain way he is indicating what surrounds: “Of
this account that is [. . .] just as they forget all they
do while they are asleep” [= D1]. [133] After he has
indicated explicitly in these words that it is by participation
in divine reason that we do and think everything, a Little
later he adds that therefore we ought to follow what is in
common (for xunos [i.e. the lonic term] means “in com-
mon”): “But although the account is in common, most
people live as though they had their own thought”
[= D2]. This is nothing other than an explanation of the
way in which the whole is organized [. . .],

R60 (Al6) Sextus Empir)icus, Against the Logicians

And yet Heraclitus says explicitly that the human being is
not rational, and that only what surrounds is endowed with
intelligence.
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Cosmic Fire ( RGI—RSS)

R61 (T 303 Mouraviev) Cic. Nat. deor. 3.14.35

sed omnia vestri, Balbe, solent ad igneam vim referre
Heraclitum, ut opinor, sequentes, quem ipsum non omnes
interpretantur unoc modo, qui quoniam quid diceret intel-
legi noluit, omittamus [SVF 2.421].

R62 (T 260, T 940 Mouraviev) Simpl. In Phys,
p. 480.27-30

Eneye vap ‘Hpdrheiros ék mupds memepacévov wdvTo
€lvar xai eis Toiiro wdvre dvaldecfas. elev & dv kal
of Srwwol Tatmys THs 86€ns. N yap érxmipmois Tou-
obréy T alvirerras, xai wdv odue werepacuévor €i-

vae Aéyovow [SVF 2.603].

R63 (cf. ad B30) Simpl. In Cael., p. 294.4-7

rai ‘Hpdrheros 8¢ moré uév éxmvpotiotdour héye Tov
wéauor, woré 8¢ éx Toff wupds cuwieracfar Tdlw
odTOV KoTd Twas Ypovwy mepidbovs, év ols ¢mov
“uérpa dmréuevos kel pérpa oBerviueros” [cf.c
D85]. ratrys 8¢ s 8dfns orepov éyévovro xal ol
Srowol [SVF 2.617].
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Cosmic Fire (R61-R63)

R61 (# DK} Cicero, On the Nature of the Gods

But those [scil. Stoics] of yours, Balbus, have the habit of
referring everything to the force of fire, following, T sup-
pose, Heraclitus, whom they do not all interpret in the
same way. But since he did not wish what he said to be
understood, let us leave him aside.

R62 (= DK) Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
Physics

For Heraclitus said that all things come from a limited fire
and that all things are resolved back into it. The Stoics too
would be of this opinion. For the conflagration (ekpurdsis)
makes an enigmatic allusion to something of this sort, and
they say that every body is limited.!

1 For a Latin poetic version of this interpretation of Herachi-
tus, see Aetna 537-40,

R63 (cf. ad B30}, Simplicius, Commentary on Aristotle’s
On the Heavens

Heraclitus says that the world sometimes undergoes a
conflagration and sometimes reconstitutes itsolf again out
of the fire, following certain periods of time, when he says,
“kindled in measures and extinguished in measures™
[ef. D85]. Later, the Stoics too came to share this opinion.
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The Great Year (R64)

R64 (> Al3) Ast. 2.32.3-4 (Ps.-Plut.) [wepi émavrod,
wdoos éxdaTov TOY TAGrNTOY Xpovos kel Tis 6 wéyas
évLauTios)

[3] Hpdxherros ék puplor drerarxiryhior Hhaxdy.
[4] Avoyérms 6 Srwuds éx wévre xol éékorTa Kat TPL-
axoctoy énauride Torolrar, dowv & kard Hpdrle
rov éviavrds [SVF 2.603].

Evaporations (R65)
R65 (> All} A&t 2174 (Ps.’-Plut.) [méber dwrilovrai
ot darépes]

. ~ 3 I
“Hpdrhetros kot of Srawol Tpédeatar Tovs dorépos
éx Ths émvyetov dvafvudoens [SVF 2.690].

1 rpédovras Mansfeld et Runia

Human Development (R66)
R66 (A18) Aét. 5.23 (Ps.-Plut.) [wére dpyerar 6 dvlpw-
7os THs TehetdrnTog]

‘Hpdxheros kai ol Frawol deyeofar rovs dvfpamovs

13 4 oA
rhic TehetdTyTos wepl Tiv Sevrépar éRSoudda, wepl fv
6 omeppoTikds kweitar oppés [SVE 2.764].
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The Great Year (R64)

R64 (> A13) Astus

[3] Heraclitus: [scil. the great year consists] of 10,800 solar
years, \

(4! Diogenes the Stoic: [scil. the great year consists] of 365
times the number of years of one [scil. great year] accord-
ing to Heraclitus.

Evaporations (R65)

R65 (> All) Astius

Heraclitus and the Stoies: the stars are nourished by the
evaporation coming from the earth.

See also R46b[9]

Human Development (R66)
R66 (Al8) Astius

- Heraclitus and the Stoics: humans reach maturity in the

second period of seven years, when the seminal fluid is set
in motion.
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Epicurean Polemics (R67-R69)

R67 (T 279 Mouraviev) Diog, Laert. 10.6-8

kol uipp xai Tiyworpdrys év Tols émvypadouévors Ei-
dpovrois! [ . ] dmot [. . ] Hpdrheardv te kvxnriy

[L..L

P—, 1
3 gipparrots FPY edddrvrows BP

R68 (cf. Nachtrag T, p. 491.37) Lucr. 1.635-44

quapropter qui materiem rerum esse putarunt
ignem atque ex igni summam consistere solo,
magno opere a vera lapsi ratione videntur.
Heraclitus init quorum dux proelia primus,
clarus ob obscuram linguam magis inter inanis
quamde gravis inter Graios qui vera requirunt.
omnia enim stolidi magis admirantur amantque
inversis quae sub verhis latitantia cernunt,
veraque constituunt quae belle tangere possunt
auris et lepido quae sunt fucata sonore.
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Epicurean Polemics (R67-R69)
R67 (= DK) Diogenes Laertins

Timocrates in his book entitled Pleasantries [. . .] says[...]
[scil. that Epicurus called] Heraclitus “Kukétés” {ie.,
“Kukedn-drinker” or “Agitator”] [cf. D59].

R68 (cf. Nachtrag I, p- 491.37) Lucretius, On the Nature
of Things
That is why those people who have thought that the 635
matter of things
Is fire and that everything comes from fire alone
Seem to have fallen very far from true reason.
Among these, Heraclitus enters the fray as the first
leader,
Famous for his obscure language, more among the
empty-headed
Than among those serious Greeks who seek the truth; 640
For foolish peaple admire and love everything
That they perceive to lie hidden under words that
conceal their meaning,
And they consider true what can pleasantly touch
Their ears and is adorned with a charming sound.!

! Lucretius goes on to provide criticisms of the idea that fire
is the sole material principle for all things (1.645-711),
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R69 (T 376 Mouraviev) Diog. Qen. Frag. 6, Col. 3 1-3,
7-14 Smith

[...] vvvel 8¢ [vois] | elpmpévors dvdpdlow év]lcalé
aoper [ . JI[T] kel Hpoxheiry mpdlrov] | émel xal
mpiitos Muletr Téllrarrai. raxds, Hpdlrhe]lre, wip
eivar orocyeilov hé]lyes offire yap ddfalprov] | éorew,
émel Ppherpdp[evor] | [13] pduer adrd, ofire divlalirar
verviy 1o wpdyularal l . ..

1—4 suppl. Usener 14 mpd-

yplare] Heberdey-Kalinka

7-13 suppl. Cousin

Heraclitus Among the Skeptics (R70-R73)
Aenesidemus: Skepticism Leads to
Heraclitus (R70-R71)

R70 (< T 894 Mouraviev) Sext. Emp. Pyrrh. Hyp. 1.210

e -
[...cf RT72] ol wepl Alvmoidnpor Eeyor 680w elvos
¢ I
Ty orenTUaY dyeyny éni miv Hpaxhetrewor ¢uhooo-
~ ~ 3 ’ b M LY
diav, Sidre mpoyyetrar Tod Tdwarrin wepl To aiTo
A <
vmdpyew TO TavarTio mepl TO atrd Patveslar, kal of
hY S rd I4 N 4 A h
pey orerTwcol palvecfor Aéyovor Td évavrin wepl O
LI ) b € I
o070, of 8¢ Hparheireior dad TovTov kai éml 70 VTap-

XeLy &1’}7&. ,..LETE’PXOV'TGL.
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R69 (= DK ) Diogenes of Oenoanda

Now we shall eriticize the men that we have mentioned
[. . .] and first of all Heraclitus, since he was put first by
us. [ . .] You are wrong, Heraclitus, to say that fire is an
element; for it is neither indestructible, since we see that
it is destroyed, nor capable of generating things . .,

Heraclitus Among the Skeptics (R70-R73)
Aenesidemus: Skepticism Leads to
Heraclitus (R70-R71)

R70 (# DK) Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism

[...] Aenesidemus and his followers said that the Skeptical
school was a path leading to Heraclitus® philosophy, be-
cause the thesis according to which, concerning the same
thing, the opposites appear, precedes logically the thesis
according to which, concerning the same thing, the op-
posites exist, and the Skeptics say that the opposites ap-
peat, eoncerning the same thing, and that the Heracliteans
passed from this to their also existing.
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R71 Tert. An.

a {< T 651 Mouraviev) 9.5

non, ut aer sit ipsa substantia eius, etsi hoc Aenesidemo
visum est el Anaximeni, puto secundum quosdam et
Heraclito [. . .].

b (cf. ad B67a) 145

non longe hoc exemplum est a Stratone et Aenesidemo et
Heraclito; nam et ipsi unitatem animae tuentur, quae in
totum corpus diffusa et ubique ipsa, velut flatus in calamo
per cavernas [. . ..

Sextus Empiricus: Heraclitus Was Not a
Skeptic (R72-R73)

R72 (< T 694 Mouraviev) Sext. Emp. Pyrrh. Hyp. 1.210,
212 [67 Suaghéper ) orerTiy dywyn) tHs "Hpaxhetrov
Prhocodios]

[210] 8¢ péw oby adry Siadéper Tis Nperépas dyoyis,
wpédnrov & pév yop Hpdrheros mepl molABy bid-
Aov amodalverar SoypaTieds, nuels & oyl [, ] émel
B¢ ol mepi Alvmoitdnuov Ekeyov 680v elvas T okenTi-
ki dywyiy ém T Hpaxhetrewor duhocodiov [.. =
R70], papév mpos Tovrovs,! 6me 70 7d évarria wept 70
abrd Paivectar ob Sdyua éotl TéY oxemTikdy GANG
Tplypa o0 wévov Tols oremTikots dAhd kal Tols dA-
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R71 (= DK) Tertullian, On the Sotl
a (= DK)

Not that air itself is the substance of it [i.e. the soul], even
if this was the view of Aenesidemus and Anaximenes, and
I think also of Heraclitus, according to some people |[. . ..

b (cf. ad B67a)

This example [ie. of a water organ| is not very remote
from Strato, Aenesidemus, and Heraclitus: for these too
preserve the unity of the soul, which is diffused through-
out the whole body and yet everywhere is itself, like the
breath in a reed instrument throughout its cavities [. . .].

Sextus Empiricus: Heraclitus Was Not a
Skeptic (R72-R73)

R72 (s DK) Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of Pyrrhonism
[That the Skeptical school differs from Heraclitus’ phi-
losophy.]

[210] The fact that it differs from our school is obvious.
For Heraclitus makes dogmatic assertions about many un-
clear matters, while we do not. [. . .] But since Aeneside-
mus and his followers said that the Skeptical school was a
path leading to Heraclitus’ philosophy [. . .], we reply to
them that the thesis according to which, concerning the
same thing, the opposites appear, is not a doctrine of the
Skeptics but a datum of experience, not only for the Skep-

L ravrous ML: adrovs EAB
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tics but also for all other philosophers and for all human
beings [. . .]. [212] But perhaps the Skeptical school not
only does not make a contribution to the knowledge of
Heraclitus’ philosophy, but it even leads away from it,
since the Skeptic rejects all of Heraclitus’ dogmatic affir-
mations as rash and opposes the conflagration (ekpurésis),
opposes the thesis that, concerning the same thing, the
contraries exist, disparages the dogmatic rashness of all of
Heraclitus” doctrines, and asserts “I do not apprehend”
and “T define nothing,” as 1 said earlier. All of this is op-
posed to the Heracliteans, And it is absurd to say that an
opposing school is a path leading to the very doetrine that
it opposes; so that it is absurd to say that the Skeptical
school is a path leading to Heraclitus’ philosophy.

R73 (< A16) Sextus Empiricus, Against the Logicians

[126] Since Heraclitus for his part thought that the human
being is equipped with two instruments with a view to-
ward knowledge of the truth, perception and reason (lo-
gos), he held the view, much like the natural philosophers
I discussed earlier, that of these two perception is untrust-
worthy, and he establishes reason as the criterion. But he
refutes perception, saying in his own words, [. . . = D33],
which doubtless means the same thing as, “It belongs to
barbarian souls to trust irrational perceptions.” [127] But
the reason that he indicates as judge of the truth is not just

1¢uév> Belker 2 7@ Beldeer: v mss.
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ovdimore, dANG TOV Kowdv kal Pelov. Tis § éoTiv
ofiros, ovrrdums dmrodewcréor. [.. . =cl. R59]1133][.. .]
B0 wal 8 T By adrol ThS priums koworiowuer,
dAnBedoper, & 8¢ dv diudowper, Yevddueha. [134] viv
vop pnrétara wxal év TolTois TOV KowdVy AOyow Kpi-
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kot WDiay éxdore Yeudd.

3 ¢more Bekker: ¢ao mss.: w@o Natorp

Philo: Heraclitus™ Doctrines Derive from the
Hebrew Bible (R74-R786)

R74 (cf. Nachtrag 1, p. 491.42) Phil. Quaest. Gen. 3.5,
p. 178.11-25 Aucher

Puyg wupa & ghunby, gh b dwonciph wohnophhu ply
tplo hunabugiu b, T opbnentd pinntd hwsnwnbug
ki bplhp b (kebuyghit kL b pupnughh Ill.u]puh‘: =28
gmp h pungp & juununuml. pungp plwkht £ qop
dminmguiki wnphpp & ghnp. B wpmunnml
dnfuyhii: Buwiy b Adkink b junfwnil, B nwpdbwg b
qupmil & jwombl BL wunmwmn  Zkpuljhunnu
nhubw| qunuqu pimpkwib ghpu gphwg. qop
humghu juuinmmdmpuith qunugu phnggpiolough
Juphu, b jwilykw; wipmmphib wphoonkh
dhnbuplmpbmbgh h nfw:
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any one, but the one that is in common and divine, What
this is must be indicated briefly {. . .J. [133] [. . .] That is
why, to the extent that we have in cornmon the memory of
this [seil. of divine reason] we are in the truth, while wher-
ever we are in particularity we are in error. [134] For here
too it is explicitly asserted that reason in common is the
criterion, and he says that the things that appear in com-
mon are reliable, since they are discerned by reason in
common, while the things that are particular to each indi-
vidual are erroneous.

Philo: Heraclitus’ Doctrines Derive from the
Hebrew Bible (R74-R76)

R74 (cf. Nachtrag I, p. 491.42) Philo, Questions on Gen-
esis

But one must know that the parts of this world are divided
into two as well, and established as opposites. The earth
[scil. is divided] into mountainous areas and flat ones. And
water into sweet and salt; the sweet is the potable one,
which springs and rivers bring forth; and the salt is sea-
water. And the weather into winter and summer, and again
into spring and auturnn. And starting from this, Heraclitus
wrote the book on nature; which [scil. he wrote] having
learned from the theclogian [i.e. Moses] the ideas about
the opposites, and having added to it an infinity of labori-
ous arguments.

1 Transiated by Irene Tint.
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R75

a (T 339 Mouraviev) Phil. Quaest. Gen. 4.152, pp. 359.34—
360.6 Aucher

Kwny kL ng Up ply mih plighp, payg phudwimgnmi b
Uty wniyh &, e hunmguilib; wyununuujumih quyb, qh
vwptfunju Uwh' Yhwip ngmy L, hp hul ngumb
quitifwpthin Embu Yhghmy: @npit & Zkpulhintu
gniupwpn h pug qhpdhwy h Unjuhuk quuopkbu
qlpupshu wok, Epk Ghodp qinguyt dwhi, b ﬂhnmp\
qinguyh Yhwbw, wrwlbny, gh dwptfunfu Yhubp
dwhngingk. hulnpdwh wuh, Jhwbp pupbhonugni
woweht nqunjl:

b (T 338 Mouraviev} Phil. Leg. alleg. 1.33.107-8

[107] 8wov & dv Néyy “Jevdre dmolaveiv,” maparipe
6 Odvarov Tov ém Twple mapahauSdver, ol Tov
dice ywipsror pooe udv odv éomi, kol by xwpile
rau Yuys) dmd adparos, 6 8¢ éni mipwple ovvioTaTar,
Srav 1) Yy Tov dperfis Blov fvioxy, Tov 8¢ kaxies
{f wovor. [108] b kai 6 “‘Hpdrhewros kard Tobro Mo-
voéws drohovtioas @ Sdypary, dnol ydp “lduer
Tov éxetvow Bdvaror, Tebiicaper 8¢ Tov éxeivaw Bioy”
[ef. DT0], ds viv uév, dre (Buev, Tefrmrvias vis Yu-
s kal ds dv év ofuart 7§ cduare évrervuBevpérns,
el 8¢ dmobdvoper, Tis Yuxis {wons Tov (Buwov Biov
kol amnihaypéums kaxod kal vexpol cuvvdérov Tob
THRATOS.
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R75

a (# DK) Philo, Questions on Genesis

The hiteral meaning [scil. of this verse, Gen. 25:8] does not
cause any difficulty; but it is necessary to consider it in 2
more natural sense and give the following answer, namely
that the death of this body is the life of the soul, since the
soul lives its own incorporeal life. On this topic Heraclitus
too, stealing the law and the opinion from Moses, like a
thief, says, “We live their death and die their life” [cf.
D70], thus suggesting that the life in this body is the death
of the souls, while what is called ‘death’ is the most glori-
ous and primary life, that of the soul.!

1 Translated by Irene Tinti.

b (# DK) Philo, Allegories of the Sacred Laws

[107] When he [i.e. Moses| says, “to die by death” [cf.
Gen. 2:17], notice that he is taking death as a punishment,
not as the one that happens by nature; the one that hap-
pens by nature is the one by which the soul is separated
from the hody, whereas the one that is a punishment hap-
pens when the soul dies for the life of virtue and lives only
for the life of vice. [108] And Heraclitus did well to follow
the doctrine of Moses on this point, for he says, “we live
their death and we die their life” [¢f. D70], on the idea
that now, while we are alive, our soul has died and s bur
ied in the body as though in a tomb, but that if we die,
then the soul lives its own life and is freed from the evil,
dead body to which it was attached.
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R76 (cf Nachtrag I, p. 401.39) Phil. Her. 213-14
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'R76 (cf. Nachtrag 1, p. 491.39) Philo, Who is the Heir of

Divine Things?

[213] Magnificently, then, the interpreter of the things of
nature, feeling pity for our sloth and carelessness, teaches
us generously every time, as he does now, the antithetical
position of each of the things that are deprived of whole-
ness and result from divisions: for what is one is formed
out of one and the other of contraries, and it is by its divi-
sion that the contraries are known. [214] Is this not what
the Greeks say that the great Heraclitus, much besung
among them, put forward as the chief point of his phileso-
phy and boasted as though it were a new discovery? Yet in
fact it is a very ancient discovery by Moses that the con-

fraries have come from the same thing and have the status
of things divided [, . .].

Christian Appropriations and Polemics (R77-R87)
Justin Martyr (R77)

R77 (# DK) Justin Martyr, Apology

We have been taught that Ghrist is the firstborn son of
God, and we indicated earlier that he is the Word, of which
the whole human race has received a share. And those
people who have lived with the Word were Christians,
even if they were considered to be atheists, as for example,
among the Greeks, Socrates, Heraclitus, and those men
similar to them, and, among the barbarians, Abrgham

[..]. '

1 fgay Ashton: elot A
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Tatian (R78)

R78 (T 604 Mouraviev) Tat. Or. 3
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Tatian (R78)

R78 (# DK) Tatian, Oration to the Gréeks

I would not accept Heraclitus, who says, “I have taught
myself” [¢f. D36], because he is self-taught and arrogant;
and I'would not praise him either for having mysteriously
hidden his poem in the temple of Artemis so that it would
be published only later [cf. P13]. For those people who
study these matters say that the tragedian Euripides went
there and read it, and, having memorized it little by little,
eagerly transmitted Heraclitus’ obscurity [cf. R5a]. Death
confuted this man’s ignorance: for when he came down
with a dropsy, he practiced medicine like philosophy and
smeared himself with cow dung; and when the dung hard-
ened and caused contractions in his whole body, he died
in convulsions [cf. P16-P17].

Clement of Alexandric (R79-R85)
R79 (> B22) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

These natices of ours, as we have often said for the sake
of those who, without experience, read them freely, may
well be a variegated patchwork, as their very title [scil.
Stromata) indicates, one that passes constantly from one
topic to another, revealing one thing in virtue of its series
of the arguments, but signifying something else. [2] For

Lfyuie Hervet: Gutv ms. 2 mowkihws Mayor: qrowihe
; o, T
ms.: wouwiia <kai> Hiller
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Heraclitus says, “Those who search for gold dig up
much earth and find little” [= D39], but those who,
really belonging to the golden race, quarry what is akin to
them, will find much in little !

1Cf. Clem. Alex, Strom. 5.14.140.4,

RS0 (= DK) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

I pass over in silence Heraclitus of Ephesus, who took over
most [scil. of his doctrines] from Orpheus.

R81 (> BI8) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

If faith is nothing other than the apprehension by thought
of what is said, and if this is called obedience, understand-
ing, and persuasion, then no one will ever learn without
faith, since it is not possible either without apprehension.
(4] So that what has been said by the prophet—*if you do
not have faith, neither will you ever understand” (Isa.
7:9)—is revealed to be absolutely true. And this is also
what Heraclitus of Ephesus, paraphrasing this verse, said:
“If one does not expect the unexpected one will not
find it (exeurein), for it cannot be searched out (anex-
ereunéton) nor arrived at (aporon)” [= D37].

R82 (> B30, B31) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

[104.1] But it is Heraclitus of Ephesus [scil. rather than
Empedocles] who is most clearly of this opinion [scil. that

289



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III

3 LS ~ 81 Y i ' !}8 i
™5 éorri TS B6Ems, TOr wér Tva kéopov didior dlval
N\
Soxipdoas, 70v 0 Twa dbepduevor, Tov xaTd THY
Sraxdopnow eidas oty érepov Gura éxelvou mws Epov-
ros. [2] AN 70 pév didiow Tow é dmdoms s obolas
’8/ 2 N ’ 2!8 by [al h, o
idiws? wotoy kdopov )06, Pavepdy morel Aéywv olrws:
“wdopor Tov° adrdy dmdvrov [. . ] drrdpevor uérpa,
kel dmocBevripevor pérpa™ [= DB5). [3] 6m 8¢ wal
A by ~ 3N o 38 ’ 04
yamror ket Phaprov adrov dvar oypdriley, pnria
[ 2 « 3 N\ ~ 2
7o émdepouerar “mypde Tpomal mwpdrov Pdlacoa,
by
[.. 170 8¢ Huov mpmarip™ [= D86). [4] Svvdue yip
7 -4 - L N -~ ~ Is hY -~ 5\
Méyer, 8rv wbp Umd Tol Swoixobrras Mdyov ral feoli 14
ghpmavre B dépos Tpémerar eis Bypdy TO ds orépua
-~ L4 [y el Il 3 N 2
s dwkoopfoens, b ralel fdlaooar ék 8¢ Tovrov
adfhs yiverar yi xal obpavds kal o éumeprexdueva,
'3 . 4 L] Id A\ 3 -
[5] dmews 8¢ mdhy dvahapBdverar kal éemvpoirad,
aapds S TovTer Spholr “Bdracoa Swyéeras [.. ]
yevéatfor yi”5 [of. D86). dpotws rol mepl 7év dhhewp
arowyelwy 7é adrd [, . . = R5T].

2 {Biws Bernays: didiws ms. 3 kéopov TéBe TOV
Heraclitus 1 app. of. ad D85 5 app. cf. ad D86

R83 (> B28) Clem. Alex. Strom. 5.9.2—4

hY -~ A { 3 s -~ e £ I
did toBro kal & dwéoTohos mapaxahel, “tra N mioTis
€ fal N 7 3 I Ll r 3y -~ I 3
Nudy i 1 fv ocodig arfpdmer” Thv weiflew éray-
vehhopérav, “AAN év Suvdue Oeot,” 14 pdry kol drev
Tiv amodelfewy Oid Yrhfs Ths wioTews o@lew Svu-
vauévy. [3] “Bokedrrar yip b Soxudraros ywdoke”

290

HERACLITUS

there will someday be a transformation of all things into
fire|: he believes that there exists one world that is eternal
and another one that is perishable, even though he knows
that the one that results from the organization of the world
(eliakosmésis) is not different from the other one, which is
in a particular condition. [2] But he makes it clear that he
knew that the world that is constituted from the totality of
substance and endowed with a particular quality is eternal,
for he says, “The world order, the same for all, . . ]
kindled in measures and extinguished in measures”
[= D85]. [3] And the fact that he taught that this one is
generated and perishable is indicated by the following
words: “Turnings of five: first sea [. . .] and the other
half, lightning storm” [= D86]. [4] For he is saying
potentially that fire, under the effect of Reason and God
who directs the totality of things, turns, passing through
air, into moisture which is like the seed of the organization
of the world, which he calls the sea; and out of this then
comes the earth, the heavens, and everything that it en-
compasses. [5] But the fact that it is regenerated and un-
dergoes conflagration he shows cleasly in the following
words: “Tt spreads out as sea [. . ] it became earth”
[= cf. D86]. The same applies in a similar way to the other
elements,

R83 (> B28) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata

It is for this reason that the apostle calls upon us “so that
our faith not be in the wisdom of men,” who proclaim that
they use persuasion, “but in the power of God,” the only
one that is capable of saving by faith alone, even without
proofs [1 Cor. 2:5], [3] For “of those who have opinions,

291



EARLY GREEK PHILOSCPHY III

[= D19], pvhdooe! kai pérror xal “Bikn xatalffe-
Tas YevBdr Tékroras kal pdprupas” [= D28, 6 Edé-
oiss Pnow. [4] olber yvap kai obros éx Tiis BapBdpov
dthogodias pafor iy 8wd mupds kdfapow Tév ka-
ks BePBuicdrav, Hv Jorepov éemlpwow éxdhecav ol
Srowol [SVF 2.630].

1 guhdooe Schlelermacher: duhdooew mss: Heraclito
saepe trib. edd.

R84 (cf. B62) Clem. Alex. Paed. 3.1.5-2.1

< A 3 ~ ol / & 4 L]
& 8¢ dvfpwmos éxetros, @ ovvotkos & Aéyos, o wor-
ra 3 4 Y 4 M -~ I's
kilherar, oV whdrrerar, popdiy éxel ™y Tob hoyov,
E) -~ ~ ~ ’ 3 3 rs
éfopotodrar 76 Fed, rkahds éomw, of kaMwmilerar

’ 3 S Y a 4 by h ° ’ 3 A\
kttAhos €otl 70 dAnBwir, kal yap 6 feds éom feds
8¢ éxetvos & dvfpemos yiverar, ru Sovherar 6! feds-
6pBds dpo elmer "Hpdrheirog “dpfpomor feot, feol
dvBpomro” [cf. DT0], Aéyos ydp wirds? puoripior
a1 I Y a k] e s L Id .\
¢udavés Beds év dvlpdme, kal & dvbpwmos Beds, kal
M Fa ~ A < 4 3 ~ s A
70 Béhyua Tob TaTpos 6 peaitys éxTelelr peciTys yop
< ’ * Y 3 ~ ~ b L4 5 Y
6 Adyos O xowds dudoly, feol uév vids, cumjp 8¢
dvfpomwr, kel Tot pév didrovos, Nudy 8¢ mobavew-
v6s.

16 ms., corr. Bernays 2 eirds ms.: 6 adrds Bernays

R85 (cf. B26) Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.139.4-141.4
[130.41 8ect Tot76 Tov Kl & Kilpeos ypayopévar mapory-

292

HERACLITUS

it is the man who enjoys the highest opinion who
knows” [= D19}, preserves; and indeed “Justice will
seize hold of those who fabricate lies and of those
who bear witness to them” [= D28, says the Ephesian.
[4] For he too knew, from having learned about it from the
barbarian philosophy, of the purification by fire of those
who have lived in evil—what the Stoics later called “con-

flagration” (ekpurosis).

R84 (of. B62) Clement of Alexandria, Pedagogue

That man in whom the Logos is indwelling does not trans-
form himself, he does not put on appearances, he pos-
sesses the form of the Logos, he is assimilated to God, he
is beautiful, he is not beautified by cosmetics: he is beauti-
ful in truth, for God is too. That man becomes God be-
cause he wants what God wants. So Heraclitus was right
to say, “Immortals mortals, mortals immonrtals” jcf.
D70]: for the Logos is the same.! A manifest mystery: God
in a man, and the man God, and the mediator accom-
plishes the will of the Father. For the mediator is the
Logos which is in common for both, the Son of God, but
also the Savior of mankind, a servant of the former and a
pedagogue for us.

1 This last phrase is doubtless a commentary by Clement.

R85 (cf. B26) Clement of Alexandria, Stromata
[139.4] For this reason the Lord too calls upon us to stay
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awake [cf. Matt. 24:42], so that our soul not be disturbed
by passion even in a dream, but he ordains that we keep
our constitution at night in an activity pure and immacu-
late as during the day [. . .J. [140.2] “So let us not sleep
like the others but let us stay awake and sober. For those
who sleep sleep at night, and those who get drunk get
drunk at night, But we, who belong to the day, let us stay
sober, having donned the corselet of faith and love and as
a helmet the hope of salvation” [1 Thess. 5:6-8]. [141.1]
And the same things as they say about sleep must also be
understood about death. For both indicate the departure
of the soul, the latter more, the former less—which can
also be seen in Heraclitus. [2] “A human being, in the
night, [. . .} awake he touches on a sleeping man” [=
D71]. [3] For “blessed are those who know the right mo-
ment,” accarding to the Apostle, “for it is ime for you to
awaken from your sleep; for our salvation is now closer
than it was when we acquired our faith, The night is far
gone, the day is near. So let us put aside the works of dark-
ness, and let us don the weapons of light” [Rom. 13:11-
12]. [4] By “day” and “light” he is allegorically indicating
the Son, and by “the weapons of light” he is metaphorically
indicating the precepts.

(Ps.~P) Hippolytus (R86)
R86 (cf. B1, B50-67) (Ps.-¥) Hippolytus, Refutation of

‘ All Heresies

[7.1] There was a man named Noetus, originally from
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Smyrna. He introduced a heresy based on the doctrines of
Heraclitus. [. . ]

[8.1] [.. .] it seems that it remains for us to set out the evil
teaching of his doctrines, first citing the opinions of Hera-
clitus the Obscure, and then demonstrating the Heracli-
tean character of those parts which the current leaders of
the heresy know without knowing that they belong to the
Obscure, but thinking that they belong to Christ; [2] but
if they encountered them [i.e. Heraclitus’ doctrines], they
would be so ashamed that they would stop their atheist
blasphemy. [. . .]

[9.1] Well then, Heraclitus says that the whole is divisible
indivisible, generated ungenerated, mortal immortal, Io-
gos eternity, father son, a just god: “After you have lis-
tened not to me but to the doctrine ! it is wise to agree
that all things are one” [cf. D46], says Heraclitus, [2]
And the fact that not all people know this or agree about
it, he criticizes as follows: “They do not comprehend
how, diverging, it accords with itself: a backward-
turning fitting-together, as of a bow and a lyre”
[= D49]. [3] The fact that the Logos is always, being the
whole and for all of time, he says in the following way:
“And of this account that is [. . .] indicate how it is”
[cf. D1]. [4] The fact that the whole is a child and is the
eternal king of the universe throughout eternity, he says

L(Ps.-?) Hippolytus probably substitutes ‘doctrine’ (dogma)
for ‘account’ (logos).

Lapp. cf. ad D46
D1

2 app. cf. ad D49 Japp. of ad
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6 lac. sign. Miller 7 &orw) ms., ut videtur: 6 feds W(lendlartd
86 post dgavis del. Wendland 9 ¢pap> Marcovich: <ép
oig> émawvei Diels 10 app. cf. ad D31 11 gdd. Wendland
12 gpp. of, ad D22

[10.1] ofrws ‘Hpdihewos év topy polpg riflerau chr‘.
Tl 76, éuariy Tols dpavéow, ws & i TO e’puzbcwég
kai T Gavés OSpoloyovuéves Drdpxov. <Eo>Tul
vo.p, dnoly, “dppoviny davis davepijs kpetTTwy™2
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in this way: “Eternity is a child playing, playing check-
ers: the kingship belongs to a child” [= D76].2 And
the fact that the father of everything that has come about
is generated ungenerated, creation creator, we hear him
say it: “War is the father of all [. . .] and the others
free” [= D64)]. [5] But the fact that <. . ,> “fitting-
together, as of a bow and a Iyre” [cof. D49].2 The fact
that he is invisible, unseen, unknown to humans, he says
in these words: “Invisible fitting-together, stronger
than a visible one” [= D50]. For he praises and admires,
more than what is known, the unknown and unseen char-
acter of his power. But the fact that he is seen by humans
and is not impossible to find, he says in these words: “All
the things of which there is sight, hearing, and
knowledge I honor most” [= D31]4 he says, that is,
what is visible more than what is invisible. Tt is easy to
know <the same thing also> from statements of his of this
sort: [6] he says, “Regarding the knowledge of things
that are evident, humans are fooled [. .".] the ones
we do not see or grasp, we take away” [= D22].

2 We translate what seems to be (Ps.-P) Hippolytus' under-
standing of the original sentence. 8 The sentence has a
lacuna. 4 We translate what seems to be (Ps.-?) Hippolytus’
understanding of the original sentence, :

[10.1] This is how Heraclitus, in a coherent way, considers
and values as being equal what is visible and what is invis-
ible, on the idea that the visible and the invisible, accord-
ing together, are only one thing: for he says that “Invisible
fitting-together is stronger than a visible one”

L <&o>re Miller: 7is ms.: 7 Bernays 2 app. cf. ad D50
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[= D50], kol “Sowv dfus dxomn pdfnais”—rovréoy
ra Spyova—, “radra” ¢moiv, “Eyd mpoTiuéan™
[=D31], 0 76 dpars} wporudoas. [2] roryapolv otibe
okéros oDdE divs, 008 movmpdy obde dyabldv érepdy
dnow dvar 6 ‘Hpdrheros, dAAG & kol 10 m’n:é. éw;—
reud yodv "Hoddey, 8rv fuépav kal vikra (O‘UK)‘L?OL-,
Ber Hpépa ydp, dmoi, kal vi§ éomw &, Néywv HOé
ros “SiSdokaros 8¢ mheloroy Hofodos [.. ] €ore
vap &5 [=D25al.

3gpp. of ad D3I 4¢otk> Schneidewin-Duncker
5app. of ad D23a

[3] kel dyafdr kai kaxdr “of yoby iaTpot,” dmoiv 6
“‘Hpdrhearos, “réuvovres, xalovres,”—mdyry Bacavi-
LovTes raxds ToVs dppworrolvras— “émaiTtdvral H;"?'
8¢y dtwov puoBdv apBdvew mapd T@v appwoToly-
rov, Tabre, épyalbuevor, tra dyafi kol ras véooust™t
[=D57]. [4] kel €08 3¢, dnoiv, xai oTpefiov 0 GI;I:'T(.;
o “yvédav, dmoiy, 680s ebfeia xal o'xci)\m’?
[= D532]—) Tob dpydrov Tob kohovuépov koxhiov \ev
1§ yrapeiw® mepioTpodn ebfela kai orohul: c’iw/u vap
S0t Ked Kirhg mepiépxerar'— pia éati,” q{w):rr., “Kaf
% adrf” [of. D51]. ki 70 dvw kai T kT &v éoTt Kal
o adrd “680s dvw kdre pla xal dvrd” [= D51]. [5]
Kai TO popdy (ﬁa’r}b‘w xoi 7 kabapdv & kai TabTov

1app. cf. ad D57 2 app. cf. ad D52 }3 ypapeiq
ms., corr. Bernays 4 epirépyerar Roeper: mepiexerat ms.
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[= D50], and again he says, “All the things of which
sight and hearing are knowledge”—that is, the organs
of perception—*I honor most™ [= D31],1 not honoring
more the invisible ones. [2] That is why Heraclitus says
that neither darkness nor light, neither bad nor good are
different from one another, but that they are one and the
same thing. In any case he criticizes Hesiod, for he did
<not> know day and night: for, he says, day and night are
one—this is what he says: “The teacher of the most
people is Hesiod [. . .] for they are one” [= D25a].

1 Perhaps this repetition of two of Heraclitus” sentences that
have already been cited derives from a marginal note,

[3] and good and bad: “Doctors,” Heraclitus says, “cut-
ting, cauterizing, badly mistreating their patients in ev-
ery way, complain that they do not receive an ade-
quate payment from their patients—and are
producing the same effects, thenefits and diseasest”
[= D5T]; [4] and, he says, the straight and the twisted are
the same thing: he says, “The way of carding-combs:
straight and erooked” {= D532]—the rotation of the in-
strument called the screw in the carding-comb is straight
and crooked, for while it turns in a circle, at the same Hime
it moves up—he says it is “one and the same” [cf. D51].!
And up and down are one and the same: “The road up-
ward and downward: one and the same” [= D51]. [5]
And he says that the polluted and the pure are one and the

1 Perhape this is an anticipation of the following sentence, or
a marginal note,
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elvas, kal 76 woTpmov kel 7O dworov €v kal TO aUTH
evar “Odhacoa,” dnoiy, “GBap rabepdraror xai
ptopdraror, ixfior pév méripor kal coripiov, do-
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[6] Méyew B¢ Spoloyoupévas 76 dfdvarov elvar Gvmrov
wal 10 feyrov dfdpator S TOY Towolrwy Adywr
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[= D70]. Myer 8¢ wal caprds dvdoTucw Tatms
<riisst povepls, év f yeyemjuefla, kai Tov Pedv oide
radTns Ths dracTdoews airov ottes AMyer “Evfa &
ébvre émavioraclfor kai Pdlakas yiverboar éyepri
Ldvrov kel vexpdr™? [= DI123], [T] Aéyer 8¢ xai 7ob
kbopov kplow kol whvrey TGV év adtd Od Tupds
viverBou “mdvra ydp, dnoi, 70 Thp émehdv Kkpivel
kot karalferar® [= D84]. Myer 8¢ kal dpdvepov
robro elvar T wlp kai THs Sroucoews Téy Shww
atriov, Mywy olros “rdfe mdrra olaxile—rovré
ot karevflive— “xepavvis™ [= D82, kepavvor 7o
whp Ay 70 aldrior.’ kake® 8¢ adtd “ypyopoaiimy
wai képov” [= D88]- ypnouoatvy 8¢ éoriw T Siaxd-
ounos kar abTév, 7§ 8¢ éxmipwots kdpos. [8] év e
ToiTe T4 kepohaly wdvre Opod Tov 1Bwov voiw
iéfero, dpa B¢ xal Tov s Nonrod aipéoews, (ovdT

Lerfis> Diels Zapp. of. ad D123

3qdvra . . . keTaMpbeTal post éxmipoos kOpos ms., transp.

Marcovich post Frinkel
4 gepavvds, Tovrérre katevfiver ms., transp. Marcovich
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same thing, and the drinkable and the undrinkable are one
and the same thing: he says, “The sea, the purest water
and the foulest: for fish it is drinkable and life-giving,
but for humans undrinkable and deadly” [= D78).

(6] He says, in a coherent way, that the immortal is mortal
and the mortal immeortal, in statements like the following:
“Immortals mortals, mortals immortals, living the
death of these, dying the life of those”[= D70]. He
also speaks of the resurrection of this visible flesh, in
which we have been born, and he knew that God is the
cause of this resurrection, when he speaks as follows: “For
the one who is there they rise up and become wake-
ful guardians of the living and of the dead” [= D123].
[7] He also says that the judgment of the world and of
everything in it takes place by fire: for he says, “When the
fire has come upon all things, it will judge them and
seize hold of them” [= D84], He also says that this fire
is intelligent and the cause for the organization of the
universe, when he speaks as follows: “All these things
the thunderbolt steers” [= D82]—that is, directs, call-
ing the eternal fire “thunderbolt.” And he calls this “short-
age and satiety” [= D88]: for according to him the orga-
nization of the world is shortage and the conflagration
(ekpurbsis) is satiety. [8] Tn this chapter he has expounded
all together his own thought and at the same time that of
Noetus heresy, about whom I demonstrated briefly that

5 Méywv olirws (ante D82) . . . 10 aidwow post Sud TUpLS
yiveotla: [7 line 2] ms., transp. Marcovich post Frinkel

6 kaheérs ms,, corr. Miller

7 ¢8v> Schneidewin-Duncker
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8¢ éMyor émédelad odr dvre Xpiorod dile. Hpa-
khebrov palyriv. tov yop moumTdr® kéopov albroy dn-
povpydy kel mowmTiw éavroll ywdperov oltw Aéyew
“5 Peds Hubpn eddpdvm, xepwr Oépos, mwélepos
eiphvn, képos Mpds™—rdvavria &moavra: obros &
vols—“dAhowobrar B¢ Skwomep <mip>, 6xdéTar ouu-
piyvfi Budpaciv, bvoudlerar kel Hloviy érdorov™0
[= D48].

8 éredeifw Mouraviev 9 (p)é@Tov ms., corr. Bernays
10 app. cf. ad D48

[9] pavepdy 8¢ miou Tovs <divofrovst Nonrob Suadd-
xovs kai s alpéoews mpoordras, € xal Hpaxheirov
Ayois &v adrovs? pw yeyovévar dkpoards, dAAd e
763 Noyrd 86favra aipovpévovs dradarddy roaird
Spohoyeir. Aéyovor yip olres &a ki TOv avToV
fedv elvar mdvrwy Snpiovpydv kel warépa, ebdor)-
cavra ¢ medyrévart Tols dpxHfer Sucalors dvra dd-
porov [10] 67e pév ydp oby opdrar, fpf doparos, <dre
8¢ Spdrar, dpards kal® dxdpyros 8¢ bre um xwpei-
oBau Béhei, ywpyros 3¢ ére ywpelrar olTws kard Tov
avTov Adyov dkpdrros kal kparyrds,” dyércyinrost
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oty “Hpaxheirov o Towiror deyfrioovrar pabyrat,
i <ab>ri 8% T Néfe! <ixdlg <8é> Ppfdoas!? ébiho-
addnoer 6 ororavds;

<
1 yonTods ms., corr. Bernays 2 Méyawrar éavTovs ms,,
corr. Bernays 8 7 ms., corr. Miller
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he was a disciple not of Christ but of Heraclitus. For this
is how he says that the created world is the craftsman and
creator of itself: “God: day night, winter summer, war
peace, satiety hunger.” {all the contraries, this is the
meaning} “He changes just as <fire>, when it is mixed
together with incense, is named according to the
scent of each one” [= D48§].

[9] Tt is clear to all that even: if you were to say that Noetus®
thoughtless (anoétous) successors and the heads of his
heresy were not pupils of Heraclitus themselves, nonethe-
less by embracing Noctus’ doctrines they were evidently
subseribing to these same theses. For this is what they say:
that one and the same god is the craftsman and the father
of all things, and that, although invisible, he consented in
the beginning to reveal himself to the just. [10] For when
he is not seen, he is invisible; <when he is seen, he is vis-
ible;> immobile when he does not wish to move, but mo-
bile when he moves; thus in the same way invincible and
vanquished, ungenerated <and generated>, immortal and
mortal, How <then > will men of this sort not reveal them-
selves to be disciples of Heraclitus, even if the Obscure,
the first man to have adopted this philosophy, did not ex-
press himself in this way, but in his own words?

£ wemicévas ms., corr. Miller 5%y ms.: éorew Cruice

% add. Marcovich post Schneidewin-Duncker

7 drpdryros ms., corr. Bernays 8 dyévyros ms., corr.
Schneidewin-Duncker 9 add. Schneidewin-Duncker

10 cofv> Wendland Wpn cador v héfa Miller et
7 Marcovich: p7) 8¢ (r4] suprase.) Aéfe (] suprasc.) ms.: <el
kai> pR) THoe v Aéfe Wendland 12 <{>8(g <Bé> phdoas
Wendland: Siagpfdoas ms.
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Theodoret (R87)

R87 (cf B24, B25, B27) Theod. Cur. 8.39-41
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Neoplatonic Appropriations (R88-R92)
Plotinus (R868-R8Y)

R88 {(cf. B84a-b) Plot. 4.8.1.11-17
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Theodoret (R8T)

R87 (cf ad B24, B25, B27) Theodoret, Cure of the Greek
Maladies

Heraclitus maintains that those who have been killed in
war are worthy of being fully honored: for he says, “Gods
and humans honor those men whom Ares has slain®
[=D122a]; and again: “Greater deaths [moroi] obtain
greater portions [motrai]” [= D122b]. [40] But [ myself
do not accept this idea: for very many people have lived a
depraved life and then suffered a violent death. [. . .] [41]
[...] Soitis not all those “whom Ares has slain” who ought
to be honored according to Heraclitus, but only those who
have joyously accepted death in the service of piety; for in
truth it is only they, according to hirm, who are the “greater”
ones. And because of this they enjoy “greater portions,”
those who not only receive honors from all human beings
in this life but also await eternal garlands. And T admire
greatly this other saying of Heraclitus: “What awaits hu-
mans after they have died is everything that they do
not expect nor sappose” [= D120].

Neoplatonic Appropriations (R88-R92)
Plotinus (R88-R89)

R88 (cf. B84a—b) Plotinus, Ennead

For Heraclitus, who bids us investigate this question [scil.
that of the descent of the soul into the body], when he
established the necessary exchanges between the oppo-
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Porphyry (RS0)
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sites and asserted, “The road upward and downward”
[cf. D51] and “Changing, it remains at rest” [= D58]
and “It is wearisome to work hard for the same ones
and to be ruled by them” [= D109], seems to proceed
by images and neglects to make his account (Jogos) clear,
perhaps thinking that we have to seek within ourselves,
just as he himself had sought and then found [cf. D386],

RS89 (cf B96) Plotinus, Ennead

And although the heavens are multiple and different in
different places, they are also one by the power of this
[scil. the soul], and this world here is a god by virtue of
this. The sun too is a god, for it has a soul, as well as the
other heavenly bodies, and above all we too for the follow-
ing reason: “Corpses are more to be thrown out than
manure” [= D119].

Porphyry (R90)

R90 Porphyry, On the Cave of the Nymphs in the Odyssey
a (B77)

[. . .] that is why [scil. probably according to Numenius]
Heraclitus also says that for souls it is a pleasure, and not
death, to become moist [cf. 2101] and that the fall into
becoming is a pleasure for them, and he says elsewhere

that we live their death and they live our death [cf. D70].
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b {cf ad B51)29
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Tamblichus (R91)

RY1 (cf, NachtragT, p. 494.15) ITambl. An. in Stob. 1.49.39
(1, p. 378.19-25 Wachsmuth}

dwd pdy 87 tooolTwr kai obrw Buadepdrrer pepdy
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b (cf. ad B51)

Since nature begins everywhere from difference, they
[scil. the ancients] have given everywhere as a symbol for
it the two-gated entrance. For the way passes either by the
intelligible or by the perceptible; and regarding the intel-
ligible, either through the sphere of fixed stars or through
that of the planets, and again either through the immortal
passage or through the mortal one. And there is one cen-
ter above the earth, another below it, and one to the east,
and another to the west; and some things are to the left,
others to the right, and there is night and day. And that is
why the fitting-together is backward-stretching and
it [scil. the bow?] shoots arrows through the opposites [cf.
D49].

Iamblichus (B91)

R91 (< Nachtrag I, p. 494.15} [amblichus, On the Soul

The descents [scil. of the souls] derive their difference
from the great number of the parts [scil. of the world],
which are different themselves, from which they come,
and the modes [scil. of the descents] also differ from one
another in many ways. For Heraclitus posits necessary
exchanges between the opposites [cf. D87], he thought
that the souls travel along the road upward and downward
[ef. D51], and that to remain in the same place is toil,
whereas to be transformed brings repose [ef. D58].
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Proclus (R92)

R92 (T 901 Mouraviev) Procl. In Tim. 1 ad 20d (1.76.17-
21 Diehl)
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Invective, Praise, and Variations on Heraclitean
Themes in Greek Poetry and Literature (R93-R99)
Scythinus of Teos (R93)
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Proclus (R92)

R92 (= DK) Proclus, Commentary on Plato’s Timaeus

Other people do not reject the idea that these events [scil.
the story of Atlantis] happened in this way, but [scil, they
think] that they are to be understood now as images of the
oppositions existing previously in the universe, for “War
is the father of all,” according to Heradlitus too [cf.
D64].

Invective, Praise, and Variations on Heraclitean
Themes in Greek Poetry and Literature (R93-R99)
Scythinus of Teos (R93)

R93
a (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Hieronymus says that Scythinus too, the fambic poet, un-
dertock to put his [i.e. Heraclitus’] account into verse.

b (¢ C3.1) Scythinus in Plutarch, On the Pythian Oracles

which well-shaped Apollo,
Zeus’ son, fits together as a whole [scil. the Iyre, cf.
D49], taking together
Beginning and end [ef. D54]; and he holds the sun’s
light as a gleaming plectrum.
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Timon of Phlius (R94)

R94 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.6

TolTov 8¢ kai & Tipwy Vmoypdper Mywr [Frag. 43 Di
Marco]

Tols O év. koxxuoris, dyholoibopos Hpdrhetros,
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Epigrams {(R95-R98)
Theodoridas (R95)

R95 (T 284 Mouraviev) Anth. Gr. 7.479 (Theodoridas)
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aidv @ Erpuber kpordhars toov &v vip apdéy
Touddpe alindv elvodin rérapo,
2 14 8\ ~ N )\f 3 A
dyyéihw 8¢ Bporolon, kol domhdés mep dodoa,
fetor Yharmyriy Sfpov &ovaa kiva.

R96 (cf. ad B74) Anth. Gr. 7.79 (Meleagrus?)
&$rBpwd’, Hpdxheiros éyd, ocoda podros dveupely
q,')a.pi.—“'ro\b & g ﬂ'd'rpav er’cro-ova Kol

coplas.”

1 dveupav ms., corr. Headlam
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Timon of Phlius (R94)

R94 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

This man [i.e. Heraclitus] Timon too sketches when he
says,

Among these the crower, the mob-reviler, Heraclitus
The enigmatic, arose.

Epigrams (R95-R98)
Theodoridas (R95)

R95 (# DK) Greek Anthology (Theodoridas)

I, a stone—once a round and unworn cover—
I now contain Heraclitus’ head within myself.
But time has worn me down like the seashore; for I
lie
In a public wayfare, on the path of vigorous men.
I announce to mortals, even though I am without my
stele,
That I possess the divine dog that barked at the

common people.

RI6 (cf ad BT4) Greek Anthology (I\/Ieleager?)1

“Oh you, human being, 1 say that I, Heraclitus, am
the only man to have discovered wisdom.”

1 The text of this poem and the distribution of the utterances
between the two speakers are uncertain; the manuseript’s attribu-
tion of it to Meleager has often heen doubted,
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—AdE yap xal Toxedvas, to féve, Slodpovas
drdpas

.

Vhdrrevr.—“Aapmpé Bpefapévoay ydpis.”
ot A Eueti—"un TpnxYs, émel Tdxo kal ov
TL Tevay
TpnxUTepor."—mdrpas yoipe o & & Ldéoov,

3 haf] Baf Jacobs
5-6 interp, Gullo

roréwv dotwe ms., corr, Headlam

Anonymous Epigrams (R97-R98)

R97 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.16

‘Hpdkhewros éyd: 7w’ dve xdre Eker, duovooy
oty Dty émdvovr, Tois 8¢ i émoTauévos.

- 1 N Cd L4 8, 3 ' H

eis Enoi dvflpwmrmos rpopipion, of & dvapetuor
otBeis. Tabt addd kal mapd Depoeddvy.

: 4
17 @ dvw Meineke: ripaie vel 71 pe @ vel vt ue dv vel 7t
JA€ MSS.

R98 (< Al) Diog. Laert. 9.16

pm Taxvs ‘Hpaxheirov ém Sudarov cree BiBhov
rovdegiov pdha Tor St Baros drpamirds.
dpdum kel ordéros éotiv ahdumeror: fv € oe
piloTys :
; . - RRY,
eloaydyy, povepol Aapmpirep’ Neriov.
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“But what is done for one’s fatherland is even
greater than wisdom.”
“Yes, I barked savagely at my own parents, ch
stranger, those evil-minded people.”
“INustrious gratitude toward those who raised
you!l”
“Won't you go away?” “Enough of your rudeness, for
soon you too will hear
Something even ruder.” «

Farewell, you, from my
fatherland Ephesus!”

Anonymous Epigrams (RO7-ROS)

R97 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

I am Heraclitus. Why do you drag me upward and
downward, you boors? [of. D59]
T labored not for you but for those who
understand me.
For me one man is thirty thousand [ef. D12], the
countless multitude
Are no one. This I declare even in Persephone’s
domain.

R98 (< Al) Diogenes Laertius

Do not hasten to reach the end of the book of
Heraclitus
Of Ephesus: the path is not easy to traverse,
There is gloom and lightless obscurity: but if a mystic
initiate
Leads you in, it is brighter than the shining sun.
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A Parody (R99)

R99 (> C5) Luc. Vit. auct. 14

[AL] o0 8¢ 7 xhders, & Béhriore; mohd yap oipar
kdAAioy oar Tpoahaleir.

[HP.] spyéopas ydp, & Ecive, To. drvflpomia frrpwj'):p?wa
delvpd kel Saxpuvddeo kol od8év adréwy 8 Tu ua fm—
xhpLov 70 87 olkTeipw Te ordéas xal 6815;)0,!{,(11,, Efcqu-&
piv wapedvra ob Soxéw peydla, Ta ? & vorépy
xpdvy érbpeva mapmar dumpd, Mye 8 TGS ERTUPG-
auas kal mip Tod Shov auudopiy Tadra Be 03vp(:[.¢.ar.
Kkal 8re éumeSov oV8éy, dAND ks és kukedra 10, TirTa
cuvaéovras kal éote Teuroy Tépns drepfiiy, yréois
dryvooin, péya prpéy, dve kdro, TépuxwpéorTo, Kal
dpeBépeva év T Tob aidvos moude.

[AT] 7L vap 6 aldw éorw;

[UP.] mats woilor, mecoebor, <ovupepdueros, >t Suu-
bepipevos.

[AT.] 7¢ 8¢ dvBpomor;

[HP.] feoi Armrot.

TAT.] 7 8¢ Beot;

[HP.] dvfparror d8dvaroc. )
[AT.] aiviypara Aéyes, & obros, 4 ypidovs Uv:)'nﬁng;
drexvis yap Gomep & Aoflas 0vdév dmocadels.
[HP.] 098év ydp por péher Dpéaw.

[AT.] rovryapody o0de dvioeral oé Tis € dpovde.

1 add. Diels
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A Parody (R99)

R99 (> C5) Lucian, Philosophies for Sale

[A buyer:] But you there [i.e. Heraclitus), poor fellow, why
are you weeping? For I think it is much better to speak
with you [scil, than with Democritus].

[Heraclitus:] It is because I think, stranger, that human
affairs deserve only pity and tears and that there is not one
of them that is not perishable; that is why I pity them and
feel grief [cf. P12], and I think that the present is of no
importance, but that what will happen in the future is
completely upsetting—I am talking about the conflagra-
tions and the destruction of the whole. I grieve over these
things and because nothing is stable but all things are
pressed together as in a kukedn [cf, D59), and that plea-
sure and displeasure, knowledge and ignorance, big and
little, up and down, are the same thing, moving around
and changing places in the game of eternity.

[A buyer:] And what is eternity?

[Heraclitus:] A child playing, playing checkers [c¢f. D76],
<converging, > diverging [cf. D49).

[A buyer:] What are human beings?

[Heraclitus:] Mortal gods [cf. D70].

[A buyer:] What are gods?

[Heraclitus:] Immortal human beings [cf. D70)].

[A buyer:] Are you telling riddles, fellow, or constructing
enigmas? Quite frankly, you do not say anything clearly,
just like Apollo [ef. D41].

[Heraclitus:] That is because I care nothing at all ahout
you.

[A buyer:] Then no one who has any sense will buy you,
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[HP.] éyer 82 wéhopar waow nfnddv ofpdlew, rotow
dveopbrorat kol Tolow oUk Gveouévoiot.

[AT.] Touri 10 waxdv off méppw pehayxohios éoTiv.
olBérepor 82 Suws avTdy Eyarye dvijoopat.

The Text of Heraclitus: Some Examples of
Multiple Versions of the Same Phrase (R100-
R102)

R100 “¢pbois kpdmrecBor Puhed.” (= D35)

a (¢ T 326 Mouraviev) Phil. Quaest. Gen. 4.1, p. 237.4-6
Aucher

Dwp puwn Zkpulyhnbuy phophbu dkp quimby b
puwpsk] uhpk:

b (¢ T 328 Mouraviev} Phil, Somn. 1.6

3 b s 8 tal 4 e Y 2 3 e
éuol Toivvy Goxel avpfBolor evar to Ppéap émoTi-

3 ’ > 2 ’ 3 ~ L3 7 3 Y
pums o ydp éomwp émurohlmios avTis 1) ¢vots, dAhd
mdvv Balflen ot & davepd mpdrarar, GAN év dda-
vet mov kplmrerfor kel

¢ (T 327 Mouraviev) Phil. Spec. leg. 4.51

xpbve 8¢ morrdraow Shiye Swwwakdmrrerar Td Tol-
abra orparyyipere, Ths dioews odx del kpimTerfur
drhotorns, AAN dmérar karpds ) TO tBuov kdAhog dva-
davoions dyrrirows Suvdueoy.
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[Heraclitus:] I tell everyone to lament, young and old,
those who are buying and those who are not buying.

[A buyer:] This man’s trouble is not very far from melan-
cholia [ef. P11]. I am not going to buy either of the two of
them.

The Text of Heraclitus: Some Examples of
Multiple Versions of the Same Fhrase (R100-
R102) '

R100 “A nature tends to hide.” (= D35)
a {# DK) Philo, Questions on Genesis

The tree [i.e. the great tree of Mambre mentioned in Gen.
18:1] according to Heraclitus is our nature: it likes to hide
itself.l

1 Based on an unidentified glossary quoted by Aucher (1826:
237, note 2), the similarity asserted between the tree and our
nature might refer to the roots, which are hidden underground.
Note and transiation by Irene Tinti.

b (s DK) Philo, On Dreams

The well seems to me a symbol of knowledge. For its na-
ture is not on the surface, but very deep: and it does not
lie in front of us in a manifest way, but it likes in some way
to hide in invisibility.

¢ (= DK) Philo, The Special Laws

But in a very short time these kinds of stratagems are
discovered, for nature, which does not like to hide forever,
at the right moment reveals its own beauty by its unde-
feated powers.
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d {T 330 Mouraviev) Phil. Fuga et inv. 179

ol uév obr dlhnyopias kal Picems ris wpirrecfor
Pihodons duvmror T elpnurivny eikdlovot iy 76
Abyvrrig moraud [ . ]

e (T 329 Mouraviev) Phil. Mut. nom. 6

s > N N L] ) E) s 4
[.. .Jwdetf 8oa un) 0 edmpenés év Aoy Swadiar
Boxel obpBora dioens Ths del kpimreatar dihovons
vmdpxovre [, . ],

f (>B123) Them. Orat. 5

Pioris 8¢ kaf’ ‘Hpdrherov kpimreofor kel kal mpd
Tiis ploews & tis Ploews Snuovpyds [. . ..

g (cf ad B123, < T 736 Mouraviev) Procl. In Remp. 2,
p. 107.5

N o A ~ ~ A 7 ’
[...] xai 8re 7o Thaguarddes robro kard PYow mas
éorw, 86T kal 7 Plors kpbmreofar kel xall Hpd-
wheerov [, ],

h (< T 772 Mouraviev} Jul. Or 7 216C

~ A L3 4 4 b \ 3 ~
Bihet yap v Plows kpdmreoBor, kal 76 dmoxexpupué-
vov Ths T@v fedv olrias odk dvéyerar yupvois els
draldprovs drods plmreofus pipacw.
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d (# DK) Philo, On Flight and Finding

Those who are uninitiated in allegory and in nature, which
tends to hide, liken the source we have mentioned to the

river of Egypt [.. .].

e {# DK) Philo, On the Change of Names

[. . .1 all the expressions that seem not to preserve decorum
in language but are symbols of nature, which always tends
tohide [. . .].

f (> B123) Themistius, Oration

Nature, according to Heraclitus, tends to hide, and, more
even than nature, the craftsman of nature [. . .].

g (cf ad B123) Proclus, Commentary on Plato’s Republic

[. . .] and that this fiction is in a certain way in accordance
with nature, since nature too tends to hide, according to
Heraclitus [. . .].

h {# DK) Julian, Oration

For nature tends to hide, and what of the substance of the
gods is hidden does not tolerate being cast with naked
words to unpurified listeners.
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R101 “aiin vy, codpurdry kai dpiorn.” (= D103)
a (<T 358 Mouraviev, cf, B118) Mus. Ruf. in Stob. 3.17.42

o LY b b \ € -~ €
[.. Jolrw & dv kal vy Yvyaw Hudy drdpyer xalb-
e b 4 i3 r's e 3 rs

apdy 7€ kal {npdy, émoia obua dplory kal codardry
. ¥ 6 e A s ~ 7 <

eim dv, wafldmep “Hpaxhelre Soxel Méyovre olros.
w 8N A by s N 3

avynt Enpr} Yuxa) oodaTdry Kai dplory,

Ladyn (sic) S M{d) A": aim A®
b (< T 818 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Stob. 3.5.6-8
Hpawheirov. [. . .J ady Enpit Yuxn codwrdry rai
dplom.

1 aiin scripsit et £qp) lineola induxit A
¢ (< T 342 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Phil. Prov. 2.67 Colson
ap. Eus. PE 8.14.67
[.. .I*Hpdrheros ovx dmd axomol dmaw- abyy Enpi}
Yoxm codardr kai dpto.
d (< T 510 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Plut. Est carn. 995E
“aby Enpn duxm copurdry” ket v ‘Hedrheror.
e (¢ T 509 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Plut. Def. orac. 432F
“adry” yap “Enpd Yoy, kel Hpdiherrov,
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R101 “A dry soul: wisest and best.” (= D103)

a (cf. B118) Muscnius Rufus in Stobaeus, Anthology

[. . .] and thus our soul too would be pure and dry, and
being like this it would be best and wisest, in conformity
with the opinion of Heraclitus, who says, “dry light-bearm,
the wisest and best soul.”

b {cf. B118) Stobaeus, Anthology
Of Heraclitus: “Dry light-beam, the wisest and best soul.”

¢ {cf. B118) Philo of Alexandria, On Providence

Heraclitus does not miss the mark when he says, “Dry
light-beam, the wisest and best soul.”

d {cf. B118) Plutarch, On the Eating of Flesh
“Dry light-beam, the wisest soul,” according to Heraclitus.

e (cf. B118) Plutarch, The Obsolescence of Oracles

For “this is a dry soul,” according to Heraclitus.
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f (< T 511 Mouraviev, cf. B118} FPlut. Rom. 28.7

“almy” yip “Puxn Enp kol dpiory” kel “Hpdrlerop
[...].

g (< T 623 Mouraviey, cf. B118) Clem. Alex. Paed. 2.29.3
olirw & &v kai 7 Yuxn Hudv vrdpfar xefapd kal

Enpa. kel dwroadis, “adyiy 8¢ Yuxn Enpd codwrdry
kol dptorn.”

h (< T 578 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Gal. Quod animi mores,
p. 786

)A‘ E ’1 b ’ I 3 s
[.. ] @AN od! kai Enpérra ouvyywpicoper airiay
elvou guréoens <domep> of ¥ dud’? Hparheirov; xai
by b = ) L ., N A ' ”»
yap kai ovros elmev, “alyy Enpr Yuyxry codurdry
Lo Miiller: el mss. 2 cdomep> of v dud’ Miiller: of
ve pRy dug’ mss. '

i {« T 290 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Herm. In Phaedr
{p. 29.27-29 Lucarini-Moreschini).

émrndeor B¢ kai o Bépos xal v peomufpta wpds
dveywyny kal katd rov Hpdrheiror, s dmaty “aivym)
Enpiy Yoy copwrdrny.”
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f (cf. B118) Plutarch, Romulus
For “this soul is dry and best” according to Heraclitus

[...]L

g {cf. B118) Clement of Alexandria, Pedagogue

And thus our soul would be pure and dry and luminous:
“dry light-beam, the wisest and best soul.”

h (cf. B118) Galen, That the Faculties of the Soul Follow
the Mixtures of the Body

[ . .] but we will not concede that dryness is the cause of
intelligence, as those who follow Heraclitus say; for he
said, “dry light-beam, the wisest soul” [. . .].

i (cf B118) Hermias, Commentary on Plato’s Phaedrus

Both summer and noon are appropriate for the elevation
of the soul according to Heraclitus too, who says, “dry
light-beam, the wisest soul.”
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j (< T 591 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Arist. Quint. Mus. 2.17
Néye[.. ] Hpdrheros [. . ] “Yuxt} adyt Enpd copaw-
a7 [, ]
k (< T 735 Mouraviev) Porph. Sent, 20.40
Srav 8¢ ueherfion ddioracbur dioews, odyn Enpa
yiveras, dorios ral deédehos,
1 (< T 734 Mouraviev, cf. B118) Porph. Anir. 11
airos 0¢ dmow ‘Hpdrheros “Enpa Yuyy) copardry.”

Ri102 “quabinr dupewor xplmrer.” (= D113)

a {< T 479 Mouraviev) Plut. An virt. 439D

“auatliny” yap, ‘Hpdrhards ¢you, “xpdmrew dpe-
vor.”

b (< T 478 Mouraviev) Plut. De qud, 43D

Tdxo pév yap ovde “dualiny xpimrew dpewor” ds
dmow ‘Hpdiherros, dAN els péoov ribévar kai fepa-
mede,

c (> _BQS) Plut. Quaest, conv. 3.1 644F

“duatim” yip “duewor,” ds ¢mow ‘Hpdrheros,

<« A » A 8: E] a_ s b 3 3
KOUTTeLwy,  €pyor €V (LVETEL Kb mop ooy,
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i (cf. B118) Aristides Quintilian, On Music
Heraclitus [. . .] says, “soul, dry light-beam, the wisest”

[...L

k (# DK) Porphyry, Sentences

Whenever it [scil. the soul] trains itself in removing itself
from nature, it becomes a dry light-beam, without shadow
or cloud.

I' {cf. B118) Porphyry, On the Cave of the Nymphs in the
Odyssey
Heraclitus himself says, “dry soul, the wisest.”

R102 “Itis better to hide one’s ignorance.” (=D113)
a (# DK) Plutarch, Can Virtue Be Taught?

For Heraclitus says, “it is better to hide one’s ignorance.”

b (s DK} Plutarch, How to Listen

But perhaps it is not “better to hide one’s ignorance,” as
Heraclitus says, but to make it public and cure it.

¢ (> B95) Plutarch, Table Talk

For, as Heraclitus says, “it is better to hide one’s igno-
rance”; but this is hard to do when one is relaxing and
drinking wine.
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d (< T 481 Mouraviev} Plut. in Stob. 3.18.31

ar 4
duabiny, de dnow “Hpdxhearos, kal dAhws kplmrraw
) Y *
Epyov éoriv, év ofvy 8¢ yohemdrepor,

e (< B95) Stob. 3.1.174-75

’ A3 \
‘Hpoxhetrov, [. . ] kpdrrew aualdiny kpéooor 9 és 7é

péaov Pépery.

Doubtful and Pseudepigraphic Texts {(R103-R117)
Variations of Heraclitean Aphorisms Attributed to
Democrates or Democritus (R103-R107)

R103 (88 B64) Stob. 3.4.81 (= Democrates 29)

L
wohhot mohvualies votv odx Egovow. .

R104 {68 B65) Democrates 30

I .
mohvroiny, 0¥ mohvualiny doxéer xpm.

RI105 (68 B98) Democrates 64

évds puhin Evwerol kpéoowv alvvérar mavror.
R106 (68 B236) Stob. 3.20.56

2 b rd
Buuds pdyectos pév yoherdy dedpds B¢ 0 kparéew

o
evAoyloTov.
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d (= DK) Plutarch in Stohaeus

To hide one’s ignorance, as Heraclitus says, is hard work
under any circumstances, but it is even more difficult
when ane is drinking wine.

e (< BOY3) Stobaeus, Anthology

Of Heraclitus; To hide one’s ignorance is better than to
make it public,

Doubtful and Pseudepigraphic Texts (RI03-R117)
Variations of Heraclitean Aphorisms Attributed to
Democrates or Democritus (R103-R107)
R103 (68 B64) Democrates

Many people who possess much learning do not have in-
telligence [= ATOM. D307] [cf. D20].

R104 (68 B65) Democrates

One should practice having much intelligence, not much
learning [cf. D20].

R105 (68 B98) Democrates

The friendship of one intelligent man is better than that
of all the unintelligent ones [cf, D12].

K106 {68 B236) Stobaeus, Anthology

To fight against an ardor is hard; but it is the mark of a
rational man to dominate over it [= ATOM. D296] [cf.
D116].

331



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY III1

R107 (68 B147) Clem. Alex. Protr. 10.92.4 (et al.)

i ' -~ )
“Jes” yip, dmoiv, “Ndorrer BopBipe udilov % xa-
fapd BBors” wol “éml dopurd poapyaivovow” kard
AnpbrpiTov.,

Other Doubtful Aphorisms (R108-R116)

R108 (B46) Diog. Laert. 9.7

N\ 4 /
iy T olnorww lepar véoor é\eye xkal Ty Spacw Yei-
850’9&&. :

R109 (B131} Gnomol. Par. 209

6 8¢ ye "Hpdihewros Eheye Ty olmow wpokomis éyio-
.

R110 (B132) Gnomol. Vat. 743 n. 312
rpai feods kol drfpdmovs karadovholivrat,
R111 (B133) Gnomol. Vat. 743 n. 313

drfpwmor kaxol dhndwdy dvriducor.

R112 {B134) Gnromol. Vai. 743 n. 314

o T ~
‘Hpdrherros v wadelor érepov fhwor elvae 7ols we
madevpévots Eeyer.
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R107 (68 B147} Clement of Alexandria, Protreptic

For he [scil. probably Heraclitus] says, “pigs take greater
pleasure in mire than in pure water” [cf. D80] and “they
go mad for rubbish” according to Democritus [= ATOM.
D250].

Other Doubtful Aphorisms (R108-R116)

R108 (B46) Diogenes Laertins

He said that opinion is the haly disease [i.e. epilepsy] and
that vision is deceptive.

R109 (B131) Paris Gnomology

He said that opinion is an obstacle to progress.

R110 (B132) Vatican Gnomology

Honors enslave gods and men.

R111 (B133) Vatican Gnomology

Wicked men are the adversaries of genuine ones,

R112 {B134) Vatican Gnomology

Heraclitus said that education is a second sun for people
who have been educated,
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R113 (B135) Gnomol. Vai. 743 n. 315

6 odrds cvvropwrdryy 600y éeyer els evdofiav 7o
yevéolar dyabiv.

R114 {< B125a) Tzetz. In Aristoph. Pluz. 88

“uny émhimor Juds mhovros,” &by, “Edéao, 7

éferéyxowotle mormpevdueron”

R115 (T 1044 Mouraviev) Ps.-Max. Conf. Loc. comm,
8.65

‘Hposheitov dvowod. 3 ebrarpos xdpes, hpd xafd-
wep Tpodm dppdrrovaa, Thy The Wuxds &dear taTas.
R116 (B130) Gnomol. Mon. Lat. 1.19

non convenit ridiculum esse ita, ut ridendns ipse videaris.
Heraclitus dixit.

Selections from an Apocryphal
Correspondence (R117)
RIL7 (T 705 Mouraviev) Diog. Laert.
a 9.13-14

Baoilels Acnpelos warpds Tordomew "Hpdxheror
"Béoror copdv dv8pa mwpocayopeler xaipew.

[13] karaBéBAnaar Aéyov Tlepl dioens Suovinrdy
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R113 (B135) Vatican Gnomology

He said that the shortest path to attaining fame is to be a
good man.

R114 (< B125a) Tzefzes, Commentary on Aristophanes’
Wealth

“May your wealth never abandon you,” he said, “men of
Ephesus, so that your wickedness can be proven.”

R115 (# DK} Ps.-Maximus the Confessor, Florilegium

Of Heraclitus, the natural philosopher: “Gratitude at the
right moment, like appropriate food for hunger, heals the
neediness of the soul.”

R116 (B130) Munich Gnomology

“It is unseemly to be so funny that you yourself become
ridiculous,” Heraclitus said it.

Selections from an Apocryphal
Correspondence (R117)}

1 There are several other apocryphal letters.

R117 (= DK} Diogenes Laertius
a

King Darius, the son of Hystaspes, sends greetings to
Heraclitus of Ephesus, the wise man,

[13] “You have written down an account On Nature,
hard to understand and hard to explain. In some passages,
when it is interpreted literally, it seems to me to exhibit a
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xart hé€w oy Boxel Stvauty Tva mepiéyeaw Bewplos
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certain capacity for knowing the whole universe and the
phenomena that occur in it and that remain in a perfectly
divine motion. But most of it seems to suspend judgment,
with the result that even those who are most familiar with
your writings are at a loss regarding the correct explana-
tion of what you have written. That is why King Darius,
son of Hystaspes, wishes to participate in your teaching
and in Greek education, Come at once to my presence and
to the royal palace. [14] For the Greeks, who most often
do not know how to distinguish wise men, neglect every-
thing that they indicate so well with a view toward serious
study and learning. But at my court you will henefit from
every form of privileged treatment, and every day you will
receive a fine and serious greeting and your life will be-
come celebrated by virtue of your exhortations,”

b

Heraclitus of Ephesus sends greetings to King Darius son
of Hystaspes.

“All men who live on this earth are remote from truth
and justice, and they devote themselves to greediness and
desire for popularity because of their evil stupidity. But
because I myself do not recollect ever having committed
any kind of wickedness, and shun the surfeit that dwells
with every man’s envy, and also because I avoid arrogance,
I do not wish to come to the land of the Persians, for I am
satisfied with little, in accordance with my thought.”
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