

































































































































































Map 1. The Empires of the Assyrians, Medes and Persians
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Book II 124-125 331
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Map 24. The Pyramids of Giza

125,1. émounfy...dvopalovos: l.e. it was constructed initially as a step pyramid
and finished off by filling in the steps. The problematic kpoooar were probably
battlements of a Near Eastern type whose outline resembled that of a step
pyramid (Lloyd, Commentary 99-182, pp. 67 ft.).

2. pnxavijoi...merormuévyor: a clear anachronism. pnyaval are cranes (J. J.
Coulton, JHS XCIV (1974), 7 ff.), but the only known Egyptian device for lifting
weights was the building-ramp (note on 124, 2-3). Herodotus, or his source, has
simply assumed that the Egyptians built according to contemporary Greek
practice. They are probably claimed to be made of short pieces of wood because
Herodotus and other Greeks were aware that Egyptian trees only yielded short
lengths (see note on 96,1).






Book 11 125-127 333

1. Entrance

2. First burnal chamber (incomplete)

3. Grand Gallery

4. *Queen’s Chamber’ (second burial chamber)

5. ‘King's Chamber’ (actual burial chamber)

fi. Chambers designed to lessen the weight on the vault of the King's Chamber

Map 25. The Pyramid of Khufu (Cheops)

He was the son, not brother, of Cheops, and was not his immediate successor,
being preceded by his brother Djedefre. Since the latter can be omitted even in
Egyptian sources, the error in Herodotus’ tradition could well have an Egyptian
origin (Lloyd, op. cit., p.36). xal Todrov d€é: this combination of particles is
rare in Herodotus (Denniston, Greek Particles, p. 201). és pév Ta
éxelvov ... éuerproapev: cf. Aristophanes, Av. 1130. The length of side is
c.215.7 m,, i.e. c.14.6 m. shorter than that of the Great Pyramid, whereas the
height is ¢.143.5 m., i.e. .3 m. lower than its predecessor (cf. Edwards, p. 131).
Herodotus’ claim to have measured the structure is one of his many assertions of
autopsy (see above, p. 227). It presumably refers to the length of side, which could
be determined relatively easily by pacing the distance. radra yap @v: when
used with ydp, the particle dv always imparts a particularly powerful emphasis to
a statement (Denniston, Greek Particles, p. 446).

2. olire yap vmeori...Xéoma: cf. 124,4. The section has only a very tenuous
logical connection with what precedes and looks like an interpolation. This
need not mean, however, that it is not from Herodotus™ hand. He may simply
have inserted the passage as a note, intending to return and integrate it with the
text, and never did so (cf. ]. E. Powell, CQ XXIX (1935), 77 ff.). Pace Herodotus,
there are two subterranean chambers in Chephren’s pyramid (Edwards,
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Book IIT 38-39 439

Aeaces |

(born ¢.600 BC)

Polycrates Syloson Pantagnotos
(born ¢.570) (born ¢.570)
daughter Aeaces 11
(II1 124, 1) (born ¢.535)

Fic. 5. Polycrates’ genealogy

was not a tyranny; Plutarch mentions an archaic Samian oligarchy (maybe of
restored yewpdpod) in Mor. 303fff. It is impossible to infer any precise chronology
from ev ypovw e oAiyw; in Eusebius’ Chronicon (Armenian and Latin) the date is
ab Abramo 1484 = 533/2 Bc, generally accepted by modern scholars, in the
absence of better evidence; see A. A. Mosshammer, The Chronicle of Eusebius
and Greek Chronographic Tradition, Lewisburg—London 1979, pp. 290-304; how-
ever, it is derived from an erroneous synchronism with Cambyses or with
Pythagoras’ acme (see lamblichus, De Vita Pyth. 35). Some date the coup d’état
of the three brothers to 538, and the beginning of Polycrates’ own tyranny to 533/
2, whereas others think that Polycrates ruled from the forties of the 6th cent. and
that he had fought the Persians after the fall of Sardis (cf. note on 39,4).

2. Tpuy dacapevos: the tripartite division of the territory is contrasted with
Polycrates’ unified power over ‘all Samos’ (mdoar Zduor). Zvdoodvry cf.
139,1 and note on chs. 139-49.

3. edruyéws: cf., in reference to Polycrates, the adjective edrvyrs, the substan-
tive edruy(n and the verb edrvyéew at 40,1,2,4; 43,1; 44,1; 125,4; 12 times out of
a total of 28 the forms of edrvy- refer to Polycrates; cf. D. Lateiner, RhM CXXV
(1982), 97-101. For this and other Herodotean terms indicating ‘success,
‘fortune, ‘happiness, etc., see the dialogue between Croesus and Solon (I
29-33 with note). On Polycrates’ proverbial ‘good fortune, cf. Anacreon fr.
177 Gentili; Cicero, Fin. V 92; Val. Max. VI 9, ext. 5. ékryro...: the
penteconter, a boat about 32 m. long, with twenty-five rowers on each side
and a total crew of eighty men (cf. VII 184,3), was the typical warship of
archaic Greek fleets (cf. I 163,2; III 14,5). One hundred is obviously a ‘typical’
number, see Fehling, pp. 230-1. It is uncertain whether Polycrates also had
triremes (44,2 with note); on the ‘Samaina’ see note on 59,3. Some of the
archers (and foreign mercenaries) served in the fleet; see Berve II, p. 583,
with bibl.
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Map 34. The Black Sea
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