Black Bloc would propel itself and the anarchist movement back
into popular consciousness by inflicting an estimated $10,000,000
worth in damage to capitalist targets during The Battle of Seattle.

* % %

While the above illustrations are not meant to be the definitive
story of the Black Bloc prior to Seattle, one should not fail to rec-
ognize how this protest contingent grew from humble beginnings
of 50 or so militants, into a more capable street fighting force of
hundreds and even a 1000. From Europe, to the East Coast, to the
West Coast, and then to the heartland, the Black Bloc became an es-
tablished tactic in the playbook of anarchist militants. Since those
early years it has again spread, and is now prolific, turning up in
dozens and dozens of cities and towns, every year, across this con-
tinent and the continent of its birth. With this history firmly estab-
lished, we will now turn to the historic actions against the WTO
in November of 1999.
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cops. Unfortunately their strength proved short, and the militants
were forced to disperse.

Even so, the events of this day demonstrated many of those traits
that have come to be associated with the bloc in the years since;
they fought longer and harder then their liberal counterparts, and
refused to allow the pigs to define their movements with out a fight.

The last of the major demonstrations at the DNC came days later
when the anarchists, alone, organized a march against capitalism.
The demo, which was essentially a several hundred strong Black
Bloc, marched in isolation from other protesters. The police quickly
moved to corral their motion, and successfully carried out a num-
ber of arrests. All told the action was ineffective. Here an important
lesson was learned. When a small number of anarchists go it alone
they quickly become vulnerable to the forces of the state. Until an-
archists can put thousands in the street on their own volition, it is
wise to work with others, even if they are only temporary allies in
the context of a few shared goals.

In the final analysis, the 1996 DNC actions can be looked at as a
link between the more crudely organized blocs of the 80s and 90s
and those that reached high levels of success and relative complex-
ity from 1999 on. While 1996 was still primitive as compared to,
say, A16 in 2000, it was a big step towards building a meaningful
militant anarchist presence within mass mobilizations.

As the 90s wore down, the Black Bloc made a major appearance
at a 1999 march in support of political prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal
(aka Millions 4 Mumia). The city was Philadelphia. The cause drew
upwards of 10,000 people into the fray. The story here was the
sheer size of the Black Bloc. It was huge by any North American
standards, before or since. Estimates range from 800 to 1200 partic-
ipants. While the day came and went with out any reported clashes
or arrests, it must be recognized that the bloc was out in force, and
was prepared for self defense if attacked. The enthusiasm shown
by this grouping should have served as warning of what was to
come in the months and years ahead. Before the year was out, the
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Blacks joined the ranks and soon one of the major entrances into
the DNC was occupied by the Black Bloc, with pacifist elements
in support. There a standoff ensued between mounted police and
the bloc. A seeming stalemate remained in effect for many hours.
However, as night set in, the pacifist and liberal elements made
a concerted decision to retreat; leaving the people from the hous-
ing projects and the bloc to their own devises. The bloc, eventu-
ally realizing that the decreased numbers of protesters put those
that remained in danger, called for all present to retreat away from
the police lines. During this retreat the bloc came across an al-
ternative entrance to the DNC where delegate busses were being
escorted through. There, anarchists blockaded the vehicles, stop-
ping all traffic. The cops responded with force. Scuffles erupted.
The bloc’s unity was fractured, and its numbers again dissipated.
Even so, 50 militants managed to regroup, and began a long march
into the heart of downtown where it was known that prominent
Democrats were having a fundraiser.

The bloc made two stops along the way. The first at the site of
where a police statue once stood. The monument was in honor of
those cops which were killed during the Haymarket riots of 1886.
The statue in question was blown up by the Weather faction of
the SDS in October of 1969, launching the violent Days of Rage. It
was blown up again by the Weathermen in 1970 to mark the be-
ginning of their decade long bombing campaign against the U.S.
government. Before the Black Bloc moved on, words were spoken
in homage to past struggles. The second stop was at a restaurant
teaming with DNC delegates. There anarchists harassed these cap-
italists collaborators until police began to converge on the scene
in large numbers. As this occurred, the bloc moved on to their pri-
mary target; the fund raiser.

Upon reaching their destination, it became clear that a massive
line of riot police separated them from the premises. The bloc at-
tempted to push through. This resulted in more fighting with the
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cumbent (Bill Clinton), thousands took to the streets in opposition
to the capitalist-anti-immigrant policies of the major U.S. political
parties. While the demonstrations remained largely peaceful, the
atmosphere was tense. Protesters expected trouble, as did police.

Parallel to the DNC, anarchists organized a “counter-
convention” where continental strategies for achieving fun-
damental social change were discussed throughout the week. 700
anarchists took part in this event. As the DNC got underway, so
did the demonstrations; most of which entailed Black Blocs, and
again Love and Rage played an important organizational role.

It also deserves mention that it was at these demonstrations
which the embryo of Indymedia surfaced via an organization called
Counter-Media. This media outfit—based in offices donated by the
Teamsters—was largely composed of anarchists. In turn, individ-
uals from within mobile media teams equipped with radios and
cameras played the duel role of feeding protesters (especially the
bloc) intelligence information relating to police movement. It has
been rumored that some individuals also found ways to feed law
enforcement bogus intelligence regarding protest movement. This
helped to give the bloc an edge which it lacked at most prior actions
up until that point.

The first major action was an immigrants rights march. There,
close to 1000 mostly working class Hispanics demanded more eq-
uitable treatment from the powers that be. In support was a Black
Bloc 200 strong. The day remained peaceful, despite tense moments
when the bloc refused to enter the sanctioned protest pits at the end
of the march.

The second major action was the ‘Not On The Guest List’ march
which included upwards of 2000 people, and demanded, among
other things, freedom for all political prisoners. As before a Black
Bloc of several hundred was in support. The day became interesting
when marchers varied from the permitted parade route, opting to
pass through predominantly Black housing projects located within
site of the convention center. There many poor and working class
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ence felt. The bloc aided in the efforts by constructing makeshift
barricades across Broadway.

During the start of the first in Gulf War in January 1991, large
demonstrations broke out across the U.S. 100,000 marched in San
Francisco. 30,000 took to the streets of Seattle. Ten thousand
demonstrated in Chicago and 40,000 more in D.C. A week later the
protests became more intense, with another 100,000 in San Fran-
cisco, and 200,000 in D.C. In Washington, the Love and Rage Rev-
olutionary Anarchist Federation helped organize the largest and
most militant Black Bloc the continent had yet witnessed. In scenes
foreshadowing the events of 2003, a bloc of 300 lead a breakaway
march from the main protest contingent. Catching the cops off
guard, this grouping smashed in windows of both the Treasury De-
partment and the World Bank. Through this action the bloc drew
attention to the link between imperialist wars and the capitalist in-
stitutions that underwrite them. Police reacted to these attacks by
attempting to arrest a number of Black Bloc’ers. However, the bloc
fought back and were able to physically prevent any of their own
from being taken into custody.

October of 1992 marked the 500 year anniversary of the land-
ing of Christopher Columbus in the so-called New World. While
numerous cities were planning celebrations, many Native Amer-
icans and leftists were planning demonstrations seeking to bring
attention to the five centuries of genocide of First Nation people.
October 10-12 witnessed such demos in cities and towns including
San Francisco, Denver, Columbus Ohio, Philadelphia, Syracuse NY,
Boston, and Mexico City. In Denver the American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) succeeded in shutting down a planned parade. In Mex-
ico City 20,000 marched for native rights. In San Francisco a Black
Bloc was organized. The bloc, like those before it, scuffled with
police, and held their own against the forces of the state.

In 1996 the Democratic National Convention was held in
Chicago for the first time since the infamous riots of 1968. While
the Democrats were busy nominating the NAFTA supporting in-
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ances in North America. By the twenty-first century, the Black Bloc
reached east into the former Warsaw Pact nations, as far west as
the Pacific coast of the U.S., and south into Mexico.

The twenty-five year history of Black Blocs is one of effective-
ness and popular resistance. Its tactical success is born out in the
fact that it has spread to many cities and towns over several conti-
nents. If, as some critiques have argued, Black Blocs failed to meet
their immediate objectives, they would have died on the vine of
blunted protests decades ago. Their very proliferation and sustain-
ability over the course of a quarter century has proven their basic
effectiveness.

North America

The first organized Black Bloc in North America occurred at the
Pentagon, in Washington, D.C. on October 17, 1988. Over one thou-
sand demonstrators—a small number comprised of the Black Bloc—
called for the end to U.S. support for the right wing death squads in
El Salvador. The protest, organized by the Committee in Solidarity
with the People of El Salvador, managed to disrupt early morning
rush hour traffic in the capital, and later to block the main entrance
to the Pentagon. The Black Bloc, though small did its part during
the actions. From 1988 on, Black Blocs appeared sporadically across
North America.

In April 1990, a now defunct group called Youth Greens orga-
nized a 2000 strong demonstration on Wall Street in New York
City. The demo was held on Earth Day in an attempt to unmask
the anti-environmental practices of major American corporations;
many of which became ‘official Earth Day sponsors’ in mainstream
celebrations across the nation. One practical goal of the action was
to shutdown business as usual in the heart of the capitalist beast.
In support, a Black Bloc numbering fifty militants made its pres-
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Chapter II
Early Clashes
North America, 1988-1999

Genesis

Black blocs first appeared in West Germany in the early 1980s.
This militant tactic was embraced by anti-authoritarian leftist
youth (commonly referred to as Autonomon) as a response to four
escalating factors: 1. The increasing confrontations between po-
lice and protesters at anti-nuclear demonstrations. 2. In defense
of squatting communities. 3. Germany was the scene of massive
demonstrations in solidarity with the armed actions of the left-
communist Red Army Faction. There it was common for major
conflicts to break out between protesters and state forces, and a
practical means of self defense became increasingly evident. And 4.
the rise of neo-fascist street gangs accompanied by violent demon-
strations/counter demonstration made such formations as the bloc
appealing as an effective mode of street combat.

Within the decade the tactic proved itself effective in countering
state police forces and neo-fascists in the public arena. This demon-
strated effectiveness compelled anarchist, Autonomen, and radical
left forces throughout Europe to adapt Black Blocs as a means to
engage in street battles with the state, short of an armed uprising.
Very quickly the tactic spread to other northern European nations.
By the mid-80s the tactic spread to southern Europe. By the late
80s the tactic jumped across the Atlantic, making its first appear-
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provide. This is one form of its direct political expression. It is dif-
ferent from much of its other political activity which often centers
around piecemeal issues and community outreach. It is animated
by its own revolutionary aspirations. And here it hardens itself by
experiencing portions of direct, concrete struggle with facets of its
enemy. This and prison support for its jailed comrades become its
most direct lines of political expression.

Furthermore, by not limiting itself to Liberal dogmatic tactics, it
further reaches into the hearts of the yet included poor and work-
ing class, who rarely could dig the horseshit of respectable protest
and Pacifism. In essence, it develops its own means, and limits itself
to that which proves effective, both in regards to objective goals,
and subjective (non-alienated) needs. In short, it becomes an op-
positional force by opposing. And, it is honest in its opposition by
striking back according to the necessity of struggle, self-defense
and victory. It is the physical and political expression of the self
conscious poor and working class social revolution. Countercul-
ture in political motion.

In conclusion, it is within the above social context that the
North American Black Bloc emerges. In it is an important sphere
of conflict between a culture of death (Commodification and con-
sumerism) which increasingly has nowhere to go but down, and
one of life which must struggle in order to realize itself in a society
of cooperation and creativity.

Of course there are many more tactical, practical and theoreti-
cal issues, which have not been addressed in the above work, that
we must continue to explore in order to realize the final victory
of the revolution. And of course it may be necessary to modify
or even disregard or reverse certain claims made throughout the
above essay (absolutism is for shitheads). However, it has been my
intention throughout the above document to map out a more thor-
ough context within which we can further develop the necessary
understandings of social process and transformation that will be
required in order to bring a liberated victory within our collective
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These are things which touch a person directly and communicate
a vision of freedom and camaraderie. And, it is through such a con-
nection that more people will come to identify themselves as per-
sons within a common culture of struggle, creativity and future
liberation.

The political field, while necessary in as much as the political
holds legitimate importance in one’s life, must be understood as
primary to a lesser degree in that such activities often translate
into notions of “alliances,” “common fronts,” etc., and these con-
cepts still imply a certain degree of temporariness and separateness
and are not generally responsible for ideas of cultural commonal-
ity. They are provisional as opposed to communal. On their own
they may foster issue by issue victories (which is good), but not an
organic concept of unity through co-operative communities. They
are incomplete.

This being said, counterculture, as briefly discussed above, can-
not be content to live on the fringes of the more dominant exploita-
tive culture. To do so would be no more then escapism, and hence
the perceived counterculture would, in actuality, be no more then
a subculture with a veneer of angst. Ultimately, there comes a time
when this natural enemy of anti-social structures must attempt to
surmount the palisades of oppression. It must seek to destroy that
which prevents it from developing in its more mature forms.

Within such a counterculture it is only natural that certain peo-
ple will carry the ball in this direction. And it is here that specific
people and collectives will organically key in on revolutionary po-
litical action akin to that presently demonstrated by Earth Libera-
tion Front cells on the one hand and the Anarchist Black Bloc on the
other. Here it cannot bide its time and wait for the perfect moment.
It must lash out at its other as a basic means of its political expres-
sion. It must transcend its relative passivity through the violent
resistance of its own repression as well as the repression directed
against the poor and working classes as a whole. And in such, it
achieves an honesty which progressive impostors can not readily
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in elements of counterculture, all the while desiring more? In a
word, counterculture, aside from its more puritanical definitions,
is more diverse and subtle then many would like to give it credit
for. Its currents, like that of the dominant culture, move through
many levels of society. It seeks to help facilitate the freedom of all
people, unlike the dominant culture which seeks to make people
as docile as they are drone-like.

Here it must be stated that such an expansion of countercul-
ture will not take place purely by historically deterministic means.
Such a building of popular base must be actively coaxed by persons
within counterculture. If counterculture simply was to exist as an
isolated community secure in the notion that it would persevere
with or without campaigns of concerted outreach, it would die on
the vine of passive isolationism. All things being equal, maybe this
would not be the case. However, all things are not equal. The pre-
dominant culture actively seeks to maintain its psychological domi-
nance, and likewise various subcultures rooted in religion, fascism
and the like actively seek to divert popular discontent into their
bases of support. For these reasons, counterculture can not rest on
its laurels. It must seek ways to build inroads into the common
experience of the common wo/man. It must maintain a dialectical
relation with those masses still not consciously brought over to
the social revolution. In this, counterculture must position itself
squarely within the larger poor and working class communities. It
must support them in their day to day struggles even when those
struggles do not take aim at the root of oppression and alienation.
All the while, it must provide a sufficient and accessible revolution-
ary critique of these common problems. It must agitate. However,
it is not enough to be immersed in the political field. In fact, the
political field must be understood as secondary to that of the so-
cial/cultural field. For it will not be through creating things such
as a living wage that the masses will be fully brought over to our
side (their natural side). It will be through the common identifica-
tion of art, literature, music, social happenings and real friendship.

70

Boston’s Festival Del Pueblo: A Critical Analysis

By Nicolas, Barricada Collective . . . . .. ... .. 301
Introduction . . .. ... ... L oL 301
What We Did (But Not Enough of...) . . . . ... .. 303
May 1st to May 5th, Five Days that Changed Nothing 306
With Anarchists Like These . . . . . ... ... ... 307

Catch 22s of North American Anarchism
Trusting Local Organizers vs. “Tell Us The

Details Or We Leave” . . . . ... ... ... 310
Breaking out of the Ghetto vs. The DIY Dogma . . . 311
Youth Rebellion vs. Respecting Our Allies . . . . . . 313
Positive Aspects . . . . ... ..o 313
Why Not Pink?
By Molotif . . .. ... ... .. .. .. 315
Chapter XXI
Bush Not Welcome in Portland, Oregon
August 22, 2002 317
Overview . . . . ... ... ... .. o . 317
Black Bloc Call to Action (August 20-22) . . . . ... ... 318
Chapter XXII
Anti-Fascism in MaineAnti-Fascism in Maine
January 11, 2003 321
Overview . . . . . .. .. ... 321

Call To Action in Lewiston, Maine
By The Green Mountain Anarchist Collective . . . . 324
STOP THE WORLD CHURCH OF THE CREATOR, NA-
TIONAL ALLIANCE, AND MAYOR LARRY RAY-
MOND! NO TO FASCISM IN LEWISTON, MAINE!

By East Coast Anti-Racist Action . . ... ... .. 326
ANALYSIS: ANTIFA BLACK BLOC, LEWISTON MAINE
By Lady, GMAC . . .. ... ... .. .. ...... 329



WHAT HAPPENED IN LEWISTON, MAINE ON JAN-
UARY 11TH?
By East Cost ARA and NEFAC Members . . . . .. 333
Interview With Lady Concerning The Lewiston Black Bloc 334

Chapter XXII
J26: Black Bloc & Buccaneers Win!
January 26, 2003 342
OVerview . . . . . . . . . . e e e 342

Anarchist Call to Action! For January 24-26th in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania

By Western Pennsylvania Anarchists . . . ... .. 344

Communique from the J26 Anarchist Black Bloc . . . . . 346
Chapter XXIV

The People Say No To War!
February 15, 2003 349
Overview . . . . . . ... 349
In Other Parts of the World . . . . . ... ... ... ... 350
February 15: An Anarchist Call for Global Action Against

Capitalismand War . . . .. ... ... ... ..... 351
New York City: February 15th Anarchist Red & Black

Contingent . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 353
Los Angeles: Black Bloc Call to Action . . . . . ... ... 353
Chicago Anarchist & Anti-Capitalist Bloc . . . . ... .. 355
COLUMBUS, OHIO - CALL FOR MILITANT

CONTINGENT

by Anti-War Action - Columbus . . . ... ... .. 357
Anti-Capitalist Feeder March, Philadelphia, February

15th,2003. . . . .. ... ... ... 361
Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists

Represents

Against The War!

By NEFAC . ... ... ... ... .. ........ 362

12

with its revolutionary vision, necessarily results in the dissemina-
tion of its basic life affirming message at faster rates and with more
prevalence.

This is not to imply that we are headed for a society where the
old crew cut and blue collar shirt is altogether substituted for mo-
hawks, ponytails and nipple rings. Shit, it’s not even to say that
the odd attraction of Frank Sinatra will completely give way to
Joan Baez, The Who, Bad Brains, or Crass. It’s only to say that the
emerging culture of life (counterculture) will begin to exert some-
times obvious, sometimes subtle influence over the day to day re-
ality and outlook of the average worker. Ultimately it’s not any
more important to the dominant culture if the laborer wears a J.
Edgar Hoover button to work and sleeps under an American flag
than it is to the revolutionary worker to don tattoos, combat boots
and piercings. All that is important is that the mass of workers be-
gin to view themselves as part of a living culture which, though
presently situated in a more dominant culture, is inherently con-
tra the basic premises of its would-be master. In other words, it’s
a matter of leanings regarding identity. For counterculture does
not represent a threat in so much as its counter institutions seek
to replace the status quo (although to a lesser degree this is also
true). Its real threat is that its very example can challenge the State
sanctioned belief system. As already stated, the present system of
commodification-consumerism primarily rests upon mass belief. If
counterculture can subvert that belief, the present paradigm can be
expected to de-stabilize. Hence, counterculture, by virtue of its ex-

istence, entails within it an element or means of mass liberation.3’

This process of mass liberation has already began. How many
factory workers already listen to Jimi Hendrix, Black Sabbath, The
Clash or Rage Against The Machine? How many already take part

%7 For one reason or another, 'm here reminded of my friend Jon, who once
said, “Sure, when the shit goes down I'll be on my porch with my shotgun, drink-
ing beer and taking potshots at helicopters.”
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considered a revolutionary organ. Here, in its diminished state, it
becomes just another subculture.

On the other hand, a healthy and functioning counterculture,
represents a legitimate threat to the predominant culture in that the
legitimate counterculture’s expansion necessitates a weakening of
its enemy’s hold over the social and subjective realm. The enemy
system survives first by the common belief in its false unity and sec-
ond by its repressive institution (i.e. police and army). And history
has shown the second of the two to be inadequate in ultimately
maintaining dominance with the lack of the other. The present op-
pressive system recognizes the danger posed by counterculture and
is thus impelled to take moves to neutralize it. Its first line of at-
tack is indoctrination through education, media and advertisement.
This measure may prolong the day of reckoning but ultimately it is
not enough in the face of continuing experiential oppression and
alienation. The essential lie of the system and the necessary inten-
sified alienation of the great majority continually results in more
persons from the dominated classes becoming disillusioned with
the current paradigm. As discussed above, lapses in continuity do
occur for numerous reasons, and it is during such lapses that the
process of consumerism is unmasked as a process devoid of natu-
ral social worth. In short, the regular uneasiness of the subservient
and alienated individual/class necessitates a certain anxiety which
often impels the affected person to question the ultimate utility of
the dominant process/system. At such a point it is only reasonable
to expect that person to consider alternative modes of social inter-
action which appear to offer a more healthy social reality. In that
capacity, the actual counterculture is viewed as an option which
the affected person can consider. Its appeal will of course lie in its
alternative social principals, strengthened by the fact that it stands
as a functioning, ostensible and measurable example. Here coun-
terculture can be expected to grow in proportion to this ongoing
trend. And, the rate of countercultural growth must increase as the
more persons included in its composition, or at least sympathetic
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these limitations do not relegate the counterculture’s existence to
an absurdity. Rather, it is these limitations which light the fire of
creativity. For to find dignity and affirmation through the creation
of an alternative community despite the dominate opposition is
truly dynamic. Such limitations impel the human mind to expand
its cognitive ability, and in this consciousness is sharpened. Fur-
thermore, the limitations to its full actualization is the impetus to
its destructive aspect. It must necessarily seek the eradication of
that opposing force as the condition of its coming into full being.
In this it is more than a decision to organize in a particular manner.
It is a revolutionary force. Thus counterculture can not be judged
purely by its contradictions. It must be judged in regards to what
it knowingly points to, and to the extent that it stretches the limi-
tations of the predominant culture.

The counterculture is not a subculture, as a subculture is noth-
ing more then a variant of the dominant culture insofar as it fails
to reject the basic tenants of such. It merely rearranges the detail
in order to create the desired illusion. A subculture stops at estab-
lishing its identity as quantitatively different from the present sys-
tem, but in doing it fails to become qualitatively different from it.
At certain times a subculture can be mistaken for counterculture
in that it may exhibit similar behavior and language to that of the
counterculture in relation to the dominant system. But, it is merely
exhorting a claim to the throne with out calling the institution of
the throne into question. It may compete with the dominant cul-
ture, but its victory translates into itself becoming its former en-
emy. Such changing of the guard does no more then reinvigorate
that which is already entrenched.

Subcultures which do not seek to transplant themselves to the
seats of power, are no more then glorified fan clubs. They are in-
complete or escapist at best, and social organs of enemy collabora-
tion at worst. They are not counter.

Likewise, a counterculture which begins to demonstrate these
above traits becomes degenerative, and hence must cease to be
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In short it must posit a constructive claim or fail to address the
premises that the system rests upon. Counterculture must be, and
in fact is, both destructive and creative at the same time.

“The urge to destroy is also a creative urge.”

—Mikhail Bakunin

Counterculture, in our present context, must be understood not
only contra the present form of Capitalism, but also for a liberated
society free of the arbitrariness of masters and slaves. The coun-
terculture is anti-hierarchical while being for the consecration of a
new society of fully actualized human beings.>® Furthermore, as a
creative force, it must actually create. If it does no more then postu-
late, then it is no more then a criticism, and a criticism alone does
not qualify as a culture (be it a counterculture or otherwise). In
the act of creating, it attempts to realize those new social relations
that the fall of the present system will make fully realizable. In this
respect counterculture is a liberating social experiment. It is “the
formation of a new society from within the shell of the old.”*® It is
the formation of the social revolution before that of the political
revolution.

However, at this point it is marked with a contradiction, for as
long as it is a counterculture, it is limited by the repressive forces
of radical commodification, consumerism and the State. In this it
is impelled to commit certain internal contradictions for the sake
of survival. It must abide by certain oppressive laws or at the very
least function semi-underground to escape certain restraints. But
even underground it is compromised. The long arm of the commod-
ity extends to all corners (some less than others). In such a society,
there is no complete separateness from these restrictive traits. But,

* 0ld ccs had some hierarchy, especially in politics, however, that was
forced and represented a general immaturity, not the developing line of internal
regression.

% An old Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) saying.

66

Chapter XXIX
The March For Women’s Lives
August 25, 2004 433
OVerview . . . . . . . . o i i e e e 433

CALL FOR AN ANTI-FASCIST BLOC
AT THE MARCH FOR CHOICE 4/25 IN DC

by New Jersey Anti-Racist Action . ... ... ... 434
Radical Pro-Choice Call To Action For April 25, 2004
by Radical Cheerleaders of DC . . . . . ... .. .. 437

We’re Pro-Choice and We RIOT!
ARA Reportback From the Anti-Fascist Bloc at the

March for
Women’sLives . . . . . . .. ... ... ... 440
Radical Cheer Block at DC Women’s March
bytristan . . . . ... ... oL 443
Chapter XXX

Valley Forge Battlefield:
The Black Bloc vs. Nazis

September 25, 2004 448
Overview . . . . ... ... ... ... L. 448
Call To Action: All Out For Valley Forge!

By Philadelphia Anti-Racist Action . . .. ... .. 450
The Battle For Valley Forge! (Sep 25, 2004)

ALL OUT FOR VALLEY FORGE! . . . .. ... ... 451
Interview with Three Black Bloc Militants Concerning

The Battle of Valley Forge . . . . . . ... ... ... 453

Chapter XXXI
Inauguration Day: J20 II
January 20, 2005 461
Overview . . .. ... .. ... ... .. o 461
15



16

The Parade Must End
A call for an Anti-Authoritarian Bloc for the Jan-
uary 20, 2005 protest of the Presidential Inaugura-
tion in WashingtonD.C. . ... ... ... ... ..

CALLFOR A MILITANT ANTI-FASCIST CONTINGENT
AT THE COUNTER-INAUGURATION
Mobtown ARA . . . . .. ... .. .. ...

THEY HAD BETTER BE PRAYING!
CALL FOR AN ANTI-FUNDAMENTALIST BLOC
AT THE COUNTER-INAUGURATION, JAN 20 . . .

Report from Anti-Authoritarian Bloc at Inauguration
Protests in DC
A Group of Activists From West Michigan . . . . .

The Kids Are Alright
Report from Inauguration Protests
By The New York Counter Inaugural Cluster . . . .

What Happened in Adams Morgan on Jan. 20: Report
Back
By The Circle A Brigade . . . . . . ... ... ....

ABriefReport . . . ... ... .. ... ..
What Was Accomplished? . .. ... ... ... ..
What Went Wrong? . . . . ... ... ... .....
Backlash And An Anarchist Response . . . . . . . .
Criticism From The State . . . . .. ... ... ...
Criticism From The Movement . . . . . . ... . ..
In Defense Of Confrontational Resistance . . . . . .
The Need For Dialog And Critique . . . . . ... ..

Onward! . . .. ... .. .. ..

468

472

481

which we here discuss counterculture, we must understand it as
more than simply an opposition with the aim of dominance. For
the pre-dominant culture of the post-industrial age is that of an
abstract and hierarchical social system. The common form of this
system is found in the most contemporary modes of Capitalism
(although it is not limited to it) and with it the complete commod-
ification of society. In short, the predominant culture is that of ex-
ploitation, oppression and intense alienation. It is a forced totality
specifically defined by the commodity and the process of consump-
tion.

In this context counterculture can only live up to its bill if it re-
jects this totality. It is this totality which necessitates the levels of
social alienation which in turn give rise to counterculture. Thus, by
virtue of its very existence, counterculture is constituted as an op-
positional force posited against its socially dominant other. In this
it is a destructive force. However, for it to do so it must creatively
construct (or unearth) as well. The basis upon which this creative
process must be built is the unity of human dignity and solidarity
as implied by the act of rebellion.

“It is for the sake of everyone in the world that the
slave asserts himself when he comes to the conclusion
that a command has infringed on something in him
which does not belong to him alone, but which is com-
mon ground where all men-even the man who insults
and oppresses him-have a natural community.”

—Albert Camus®*

Without committing to such a construction counterculture
would fail to challenge the void upon which the all oppressive sys-
tems rest. In such, any apparent victory would be false as the death
of the particular temporal form of an oppressive system would
amount to little more then its reemergence in a new particular form.

3% See The Rebel, page 16, Vintage Books, New York, 1956
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into one united, although diverse, alternative community. As this
community matures, specific mores, style and traditions develop.
The binding factor lies simply in the conscious recognition of the
common rejection of radical commodification, consumerism and
authoritarianism. In this a sister/brotherhood is formed which is
inherently anarchistic and is that of the counterculture.®

This culture is only counter in relation to the predominant cul-
ture of the commodity-consumer which its existence assumes and
within whose borders of dominance it functions. Without such an
other, it simply is natural, liberated, culture. But, in the context in

3 Here I concede that past incarnations of counterculture, such as the Beats,
often failed to adequately develop political modes of expression. In addition, other
countercultures, such as during the 60s and early 70s, at least in part, seem to have
developed politically along more authoritarian Communist lines. These seeming
contradictions have more to do with the greater levels of cc immaturity then
they did with natural internal inclinations. Hence, the Beats, being the first ma-
jor example of a mass North American Counterculture, were locked in a constant
search for self affirming identity. Here there politics were little more then exer-
cises in possibilities. Likewise, the 60-70s developed as the second functioning
example of such. And to their credit, they realized the need to develop political
modes. But, being relative pioneers in this capacity, they often failed to develop
between anything more then rudimentary lines. More then not they identified an
already established means of anti-Capitalist expressions and tried to force them-
selves into the cracks. Hence the general friendliness towards Maoism. This mis-
take was not with out exception (i.e. Black Mask/Up Against The Wall Mother-
Fucker, Free Vermont), and it was not with out a certain logic. In this case, Maoism
was seen as the primary ideology of a global grassroots opposition to the predomi-
nate paradigm. And correctly understanding the struggle against Capitalism to be
both in their intrust and necessarily international in character, they attempted to
barrow from this analysis in order to mesh with a perceived revolutionary whole.

All and all, the short-comings and mistakes of these earlier incarnations of cc
must be viewed as almost necessary given the dialectical nature of the progress
of struggle. Each particular cc tried and failed or succeeded where the next cc
would pick up.

Therefore, if one was to define counterculture in a very strict manner, it would
be conceivable that one would term the Beats and the 60s-early 70s folk as a
‘proto-counterculture’, rather then that of the full kind. However, that borderlines
on semantics, and seems to me to be a waist of time.
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Appendix % Not that we should give one particular cc up to our enemies with out a

CALL FOR A LARGE ANARCHIST PRESENCE AT THE fight. We must constantly struggle for the integrity of our cultural communities

APRIL 24, 1999 MILLIONS FOR MUMIA MARCH IN in order to allow them the time in which our modes of struggle and creation can
PHILADELPHIA, PA 541 become more mature. We will concede nothing.
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point to the reality that they represent breaks with the predomi-
nant social process as opposed to its norm. For the modus operandi
of contemporary Capitalism is commodification and consumerism.
And with such being the case, a greatly intensified alienation, and
not poverty (although poverty is still a strong motivating force),
becomes the primary motivation towards social revolution. And
again, it is this mass alienation which must give rise to certain
conditions which inevitably must account for its eventual social
transcendence. Alienation creates its own form of revolutionary
breaches.

Section III. Counterculture as Social Revolution

Therefore, this necessary increase in mass alienation has opened
a new (or rather more mature) social front within the continuing
revolutionary struggle. For the rise of radical commodification and
consumerism has occurred alongside the rise of counterculture.
This is no coincidence. Counterculture (cc) is a natural reaction
against this system and is also the living embodiment of the class
conscious social revolution.?! It develops as a natural answer to the
intensified alienation brought on by this system. Counterculture
becomes the living rebel base peopled by those (most often from

*! For all those who would like to ramble off arguments that counterculture
is primarily an expression of upper class hedonism, or that it is somehow foreign
to poor and working class communities, I would like to pointedly remind you that
great numbers of cc social facilitators were historically of a working class origin.
Take For example: Neil Cassidy (author of The First Third), Jack Kerouac (author
of many books including On The Road), Jimmi Hendrix (who's live Woodstock
rendition of “The Star Spangled Banner’ is perhaps the musical embodiment of
the 60’s movement), Janis Joplin, writer Charles Bukowski (although if he were
still alive, and if he had the right amount of booze and was in a shitty mood, he
might just hit me in the head with a bottle for putting him in such a grouping),
Ozzy Ozbourne (writer/ singer for band Black Sabbath, masterpieces include “War
Pigs’, a song still barred in the UK during war time) and Joe Strummer (of the
band The Clash).
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developing social uneasiness. For the consumer-worker is increas-
ingly being educated to the authoritarian, abstract and antisocial
ways and means of the commodified society. They are more and
more aware that the basic foundations of society are not geared
for them, but rather directed at them only inasmuch as they are
considered objects of manipulation from powers above. It is made
more and more obvious that the basic mechanisms of society are
not controlled by them; they are directed against them. As such,
these realizations become increasingly tangible as this regressive
capitalist trend is responsible for numerous lapses in commodity-
consumer process. And here, some workers will inevitably reach
the logical and emotive conclusion that such an economic process
is ultimately not congruent with a more naturally meaningful, ben-
eficial and democratic society. These backslides inevitably act as a
kind of social shock therapy, whose outcome will be the deliver-
ing of larger sections of the working population to the side of rev-
olution.®® That’s not to say that these anti-worker trends should
be encouraged or justified by way of some long term revolution-
ary program. They hurt laboring people in the here and now, and
therefore, working class revolutionaries must lend their hand in
resisting these attacks. To do otherwise would result in the revolu-
tionary movement becoming discredited in the eyes of the masses.
As such, this is a danger which should be avoided. But still, this
trend must be recognized for what it is; ultimately as a condition
aiding in the radicalization of the masses.

However, while this is a very meaningful trend, it should not
be utilized as a practical means from which to reinvigorate clas-
sical theories of revolution which are primarily based on a mass
material deprivation. For the fact that these lapses become notice-
able, the fact that they become part of a revolutionary equation,

% In the United States this regressive tendency is most often politically ex-
pressed by the Republican Party. In turn, the political expression of the new Cap-
italism is more often voiced by the Democratic Party.
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—Charles Bukowski?’

With all this being said, it is important to point out that this new
Capitalism is still forced to compete with its more backwards inter-
nal sentiments. For the ruling class, still being motivated by greed,
often finds itself incapable of maintaining the necessary levels of
commodity availability for the domestic workers. Wherein it is ra-
tional (from the point of view of the Capitalist) to allow the domes-
tic population a certain degree of purchasing/acquisition power
in order to guarantee a basic level of material based social stabil-
ity, and a continuing profit margin based on commodity sales, the
underlying greed of this class often acts as a self-defeating force.
Today, certain economic trends seem to indicate that the ruling
class has become increasingly concerned with drawing a quick fix
of mass profit at the price of steady long term increases. Towards
this end, it seems that a substantial number of the plutocracy, as
expressed through their political lackeys, has forgotten the weak-
nesses of classical Capitalism, and therefore has embarked upon a
course of streamlining domestic work forces (downsizing/layoffs),
cutting back of social benefits (dental, medical, etc.) and facilitated
a stagnation of real wages. Therefore, the present social realm is
marked not by two competing social visions (one status-quo, one
revolutionary), but three; the third being a regressive vision of cap-
italism. Hence, these more recent trends have motivated certain
sectors of the consumer-working class rank and file to take certain
basic stands against a perceived cutback in their social positions.
While these rumblings in and of themselves are often no more than
shortsighted complaints directed against those who would chal-
lenge their status quo as consumers, they also are indicative of a

of a sufficient social/political vocabulary and underlying understanding. Ostensi-
bly this behavior is often demonstrated by the shooting of ones bosses, simple co-
worker, teachers, fellow students, etc.. It is also demonstrated by the fairly com-
mon act of mass public shooting sprees.

¥ From Open All Night, Running On Empty’, Black Sparrow Press, Santa
Rosa, 2000.
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The Black Block Papers is dedicated to the revolutionary mem-
ory of Carlo Giuliani, who lost his life battling the forces of capital
in the streets of Genoa, Italy, in 2001.

His memory lives in our hearts and our fists.
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Author’s Note to The Second
Edition of The Black Bloc Papers

Since X and myself put together the first edition of this book
back in the spring of 2001 much has come to pass. Not least of
which were the tragic attacks on the four commercial airliners and
the Twin Towers on 9-11. Since then, the anti-globalization move-
ment has made way for a larger, but less comprehensive anti-war
movement. While there is much room for optimism in the contin-
uing class struggle, there is also plenty to be concerned about. The
scrapping of much of the U.S. Bill of Rights, the neo-con attacks
on New Deal programs (including social security), and the ever-
escalating war in Iraq are the first things that come to mind. As I
put the final touches on this second edition, the U.S. military has
suffered over 20,000 casualties in Iraq (including 4,400+ dead), the
threat of a draft is looming, as is talk of further imperialist inva-
sions. On the other hand, people across the globe are rising up to
meet these challenges. Let us not forget March of 2003 which wit-
nessed the largest anti-war demonstrations in the history or the
world.

With that being said, it should be noted that while this volume
covers many Black Bloc actions over the last twenty years, it does
not cover all of them. Many more recent actions are omitted from
this volume for the simple reason that there are not sufficient writ-
ten accounts, calls to action, and reports about them. The most sig-
nificant of these little known actions were the anti-WTO demon-
strations in Cancun, Mexico in 2003. A Black Bloc at those protests
provided militant perimeter security for a contingent of South Ko-
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privation (poverty) amongst its domestic laborers, and by setting
them upon a course for the nonexistent promised land of happiness
within the ‘universal commodity, the social framework of society
as a whole becomes bogged down in a world of shit, lies and ex-
periential disappointments. In this way alienation becomes a fac-
tor which drives society in two directions; one sociopathic,?® the
other revolutionary; neither of which bode well for future stability
and a continuation of the status quo. This occurs due to the un-
derlying experiential lie of the promise of the universal ability to
achieve wholeness with something both greater and more mean-
ingful. There is a reason why people fear death in this society, and
it’s not because of fire and brimstone; it is the fear that their whole
lives as consumers may have been a waste of time as much as their
apparent (forced) happiness was no more then a plastic carrot on
a string. That is not a pleasant final thought. In short, “the Jones”
died miserable.

“.do you see
now that you see that everything they told us was
wrong?

The elephant caught like that

and caged

like that?

The way they kicked us and caged us too?

How sweetly sad it seems how sad and sweet passing
lonely people on the street

the skulls beneath the skin

the arteries bravely pumping liquid as they rush to do

all the foolish things that they must do..”

gions can be expected to develop differently from that of the domestic regions.
There poverty is a more direct driving force then alienation. Hence, differences
should be expected.

% This sociopathic tendency is a rudimentary reaction against this alienation
in the void of no greater hope for a progressive mass paradigm shift and/or a lack
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the ‘bottom line’ of the ruling class limited this relation in that
the general working population was not allowed the means to ade-
quately consume in order to take part in this process. In short, the
greed of the domestic upper class limited the stabilization of the
system. They sucked the working class for all that it was worth
and threw them pennies so as they might not starve in order to
work, and create Capitalist profit again another day. Here the pro-
letariat’s meager purchasing power vastly limited their ability to
consume, and hence the worker could not be as easily fooled into
believing in the bullshit communion discussed above.

From the earliest times of serious industrialization, Europe and
the United States were fraught with a nearly constant state of rela-
tive working class unrest for these very reasons. Capitalism lacked
an experiential excuse to dull the knife of mass agitation against
the obviously degrading circumstances under which the great ma-
jority of people were forced to live. It was not until after World War
I that the social situation began to apparently stabilize.?® This hap-
pened, in conjunction with other subjective reasons, as the above
discussed economic strategy began to take hold.

However, this period of relative stability was not accrued with-
out certain costs still to be felt today. By curtailing domestic rebel-
lion by fostering an internationalization of Capitalist oppression,
the ruling class must continually pay the price of a greatly intensi-
fied mass alienation. This proves to be an expense in that it results
in certain profound chinks forming in the armor of the plutocracy
at the home front.?” For by domestically decreasing material de-

such approaches most often result in the drugging of a person in order to make
them ‘happier’ or at least non-combative in their role as a means of production
and consumer of Capitalist controlled commodities.

% For a well documented historical account of this period within the United
States, see, Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of The United States, HarperPeren-
nial, New York, 1999.

*7 Inherent weaknesses are not limited to the domestic scene. For this inter-
nationalization has also carried the scope of anti-Capitalist struggle to every cor-
ner of the globe. However, the form of struggle taken in these “third world” re-
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rean workers who successfully brought down a large portion of
the police fence separating protesters from the capitalists. These
actions were, of course, hugely successful and were a factor in the
WTO talks utterly breaking down. In addition to Cancun, there
have been dozens of other Black Bloc actions, occurring in places
like Texas, Louisiana, Arizona, Indiana, Columbus, Ohio, Alberta
Canada, and Washington, D.C. that are also not discussed in this
book for the same reasons. The reader will notice that a number of
large and historically significant protests are conspicuously miss-
ing from this collection. Four examples include the 100,000 strong
2004 May Day march in Montreal (which was the largest May 1st
action in Quebec’s history), the half million strong Republican Na-
tional Convention (RNC) demonstrations in New York City in 2004
(which were by far the largest ever against a domestic political con-
vention), the Million Worker March in D.C., as well as a number of
anti-war demonstrations, which numbered at least 100,000. These
protests were omitted because of the simple fact that while they
included large anarchist contingents, these contingents were not
what we can consider “Black Blocs.”

When the first edition of this book was published in 2002, it was
pointed out that the book fails to map out an integrated strategy for
social revolution. Here I would like to point out that this is not the
purpose of this work. While the Green Mountain Anarchist Collec-
tive and myself are deeply involved with rank and file union orga-
nizing and building direct democracy in our communities, this is
not the place to go into our ideas on comprehensive social change.
If readers are interested in what the Green Mountain Anarchist
Collective thinks about such larger issues, we suggest you find and
read our pamphlet “Neither Washington Nor Stowe.” This book, on
the other hand, seeks to impart a better understanding of the Black
Bloc, the tactics it employs, and the actions which it has been part
of. Those who are seeking social change theories, long term pro-
grams of action, and an overarching cultural-historical analysis
would do better picking up Marx, Bakunin, or Debord. Our sight
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here is exclusively fixed upon those brave black clad women and
men who dare to challenge the authority of the police baton with
fire in their heart and a fist in the air.

Solidarity,
David Van Deusen, founding member of the
Green Mountain Anarchist Collective,
May 1, 2006, Vermont
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the credit industry, and as such cannot represent any real notion
of equitable or bountiful wealth. In themselves, such commodities
acquired by credit represent the very real increase in profit of those
in the ruling class who own and/or control both ends of this indus-
try. At the end of the day, if you work for a wage at a profession
which is controlled from above, count on each paycheck to make
ends meet, and if that job represents your sole livelihood and fi-
nally if you often or sometimes (during moments of clarity) wish
you did not have to be there at all, then you are most likely of a
working class origin. In short, terms such as ‘middle class’ are as
meaningless as they are divisive. They do no more then reinforce
the relative stability of the plutocratic powers that be.

The stabilizing power of the new Capitalism, that of a function-
ing process of commodification and consumption, derives from
mass belief, and when a belief is misgiven, there is always the like-
lihood that it can and will be reversed. This is especially the case
where error is contrasted with objectively material and intuitive
experiential truth. And, it is just such a contrast that the contem-
porary masses are confronted with whenever breaks of continu-
ity occur in the present oppressive system. These breaks are often
fraught with existential fear, anxiety, anger, misgivings and regret.
Shit, psychoactive prescription drugs aside?’, it’s hard to imagine
a person not reflecting on the absurdity, emptiness and lack of so-
cial worth of this system when they lay their head on the pillow
to sleep at night. Well, before this begins to sound too pessimistic,
let’s take comfort in the fact that the world is no longer believed
to be flat.

During previous times, when industrial production was primar-
ily based in what is still considered to be the industrial countries,

% Psycho active prescription drugs are a huge factor and should not be over
looked as a tool of social control. The fact is, there is NO normative model for hu-
man brain chemistry, and any medical attempt to standardize such will inevitably
result in a model which is most conducive to the modes of social interaction
which are most prominent in the society in which they are formed. In this case,
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—Guy Debord**

With this mass foolery intact, the worker is no longer as likely to
take personal risks for the benefit of their natural historical whole
(that being class). Furthermore, the relationship of the consumer-
commodity necessitates an us vs. them mentality. For all those who
buy into this and who maintain a full connection to this process
begin to recognize themselves in a similar way that insular reli-
gious and/or nationalistic ethnic communities tend to view them-
selves. For those included there is a passive acceptance. For those
outside there are misgivings and even hatred. It is for this reason
that the Right manages to use those collecting welfare as a scape-
goat on which the workers can place misguided anger and resent-
ment. Ironically, the social benefits that such persons collect are the
same benefits won by the working class struggle during previous
times during classical Capitalism. In short, under these new Cap-
italist conditions, the economic system becomes a kind of social
fundamentalism and/or capital based fascism.

To further undermine poor and working class unity, the ruling
elite through the public schools, their paid-for political lackeys and
mass media conglomerates aggressively disseminates inaccurate
terminologies regarding class categories.

Towards this end the term ‘middle class’ has been reinvented
so as to drive a dividing line between what is correctly a single
working class. Wherein ‘middle class’ was formally considered to
be the lower end of the upper classes (i.e. absentee farmers, owners
of multiple chain store outlets) it is now used to describe a certain
degree of commodity acquisition amongst laborers. It is not uncom-
mon for a person who labors as a nurse, a construction worker, a
low end clerk or even one who cleans gutters at $16 an hour to
be considered ‘middle class’ as long as that person is in possession
of a new car, home, large television, etc. Of course these items are
typically made available to the worker through the development of

% See Society of the Spectacle, Section 63, Black & Red Press, Detroit, 1983
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The Vision of Anarchy We Fight
For is One of Direct Participatory
Democracy, Equality, and Dignity

Government = Slavery
Anarchy = Freedom

Green Mountain Anarchist Collective

Note: The views expressed in both the following introduction,
the essay entitled “The Emerging of the Black Bloc and the Move-
ment Towards Anarchism’, the brief commentaries which begin
each chapter of this book and the afterward are not intended to
be the definitive position of the Black Bloc or of the revolutionary
Anarchist left generally. It definitively represents the position of
the Green Mountain Anarchist Collective solely. In addition, each
document included in this work expresses the views of the individ-
ual or collective by which it is signed and/or of those by whom it
was composed. While many of these positions are generally shared
within the Anarchist community, it must be understood that this
(our) community, like any other healthy example, is diverse in opin-
ion and temperament. Our only unchanging commonalities lie in
our contention that society should and will be controlled by direct
and participatory democratic means by all individuals towards mu-
tually beneficial, equitable, dignified and organically creative ends.

— The Green Mountain Anarchist Collective
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“The basic tautological character of the spectacle [this
system of commodity-consumption] flows from the
simple fact that its means are simultaneously its ends.
It is the sun which never sets over the empire of mod-
ern passivity. It covers the entire surface of the world
and bathes endlessly in its own glory”

—Guy Debord?

Where in the religious age ex-communication from the church
meant social and perceived spiritual death, now unemployment
serves a similar role. For even with such hard earned worker ben-
efits as unemployment compensation, the jobless are still discon-
nected from half of the perceived process of meaning. In this sys-
tem it is not enough to consume. A person also must be an object
of consumption oneself (a commodified worker). This stands true
unless of course you are among the ruling class, in which case you
acquire a sort of living sainthood.?

This mode of thought also results in a fractionalizing of class
unity. For class no longer becomes the perceived focal point of
social meaning. Here, the individual (or more accurately, the be-
liever), along with the Capitalist system of radical commodifica-
tion, becomes the sole basis of human understanding. Each con-
sumer and commodity demands its own separateness which only
the unity of capital (as universal commodity) can bring together.

“What hides under.. [this separateness] is a unity of
misery. Behind the masks of total choice, different
forms of the same alienation confront each other, all of
them built on real contradictions which are repressed.”

22 This stands true to a large extent even when the traditional idea of work is
expanded in order to include certain modes of black market Capitalism, including,
but not limited to, the sale of dangerous hard drugs.

# FIXME
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tocracy by acquiring these commodities by the means of credit
(credit cards, loans, etc.). By doing such, the laborer must perform
additional hours at work in order to accrue the necessary capital to
pay back the borrowed cash, and subsequently maintain their ac-
cess to credit and hence adequate levels of material consumption.
Of course these hours of labor result in the rich further expanding
their profit earnings at the expense of the wage worker.

This dynamic often results in the laborer becoming more docile
in her/his capacity in the workplace, in that to be fired trans-
lates into being cut off from her/his role as a commodity (wage
slave) and full consumer. This is something that the indoctrinated
consumer-worker dreads, as such a severing from the perceived
‘one’ would destroy the identity of the self and society which
such a neurotic system of relations demand.?’ Therefore, where the
worker of old would more quickly risk her/his job security in order
to bring about positive change for their class (i.e. union organizing)
the new consumer-worker is generally more conservative in order

to carefully maintain her/his means to communion.?!

20 Let it be noted that this desire for status quo is for the most part skin deep.
It is a symptom of mass indoctrination, and in such it can not be understood as
natural or necessarily permanent. If one scratches the surface, one will often find
an underlying desire to sever the social ties to the world of the commodity. This
is played out in childhood instincts by the activity of random vandalism. In the
adult life, this natural inclination is often demonstrated at the bar where at folks
are known to become a bit destructive towards objects and relationships after a
bad week and after a fist or two full of whisky.

In my hometown, the local working class bar (where I did a lot of growing
up) had a stockade fence lining its back. A favorite Saturday night pass time was
punching holes through it. And I'll tell you what, this aggression was not simply
foolish male aggression. If that’s all it represented, I wonder why I never saw such
holes punched in fences at the expensive upper class bars... Well, at least not by
those fat bastards who could afford to drink there. Of course this does not occur
without exceptions.

2 Qee Society of the Spectacle, Section 13, Black & Red Press, Detroit, 1983
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Forward

By Xavier Massot

The volume which you are holding is a compilation of commu-
niques from people who stood with and were participants in Black
Blocs (be they specifically referred to as “Anti-Capitalist Blocs,”
“Red Blocs,” etc.). Each piece contains a different tone, and one
hears, in these tones, differences in age, sex, and political matu-
rity. The importance of these texts lies in exhibiting the range of
types participating within the Black Bloc. The chapters, except for
the first and the last, are dedicated to different protests through-
out North America over the years. Reading about the Black Bloc
by looking at what participants have had to say is the only way to
gain a legitimate insight into this aspect of the movement, short of
actively being there. The Black Bloc is an event, a force which con-
geals and dissipates according to the consensus of those involved.
It is important to keep this revolutionary elasticity in mind when
approaching this subject. The multiplicity of the people making up
the Bloc cannot be understated, even when coupled with their os-
tensibly singular purpose as a rebel apparatus. It’s not an elite club,
it’s an invitation to all and any who wish to participate in the de-
struction of an unfair and unnecessary world system.

Each chapter in this book (besides the first, second and last) be-
gins with a general overview. The overviews are essentially reflec-
tions, summaries, condensations, and/or exclamations pertaining
to the specific protest dealt with in the chapter. We deem these im-
portant as structural companions to the communiques, since not
all of the protests may be familiar to the reader and require basic
background information. Overall the summaries vary in tone and
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concern depending on the protest and the writer. Since there are
two writers and numerious protests dealt with it should not be sur-
prising to find differences throughout the book. As with the com-
muniques, the overview section of each chapter should be seen as
a primary text from within the Black Bloc. David and I are Black
Bloc, and have participated actively in numerous aspects of vari-
ous protests, the specifics of which cannot be discussed here for
obvious security reasons. One will also notice a number of inter-
views throught the chapters. Unless noted otherwize, these were
conducted by David.

As participants of Black Bloc actions, it seems of great impor-
tance that texts such as these get cataloged and redistributed. We
cannot let capitalism write us out of our immeadiate past.

In addition, we strongly believe that this anthology had to be
compiled from within the Bloc. Any external attempt to put to-
gether such a work would have necessarily resulted in a certain
separateness, not to mention inaccuracy and misperception, and
hence would have been suspect at best.

Lastly, the Green Mountain Anarchist Collective, as well as oth-
ers we are in contact with, believe that the anarchist possibilities
for a better humanity inherent in chaotic situations such as these
street protests should be read and written about as often as possi-
ble. In themselves they represent instances of freedom and signals
of the possibility of basic change.

We will see some of you on the front lines. That is inevitable.
Read the rest, and fare thee well.
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thing greater and more meaningful. In this case the ‘one’ is capital
and the means is the recognition of the self and other (both an-
imated and unanimated, cognitive and non-cognitive) as facets of
the universal representation of all commodities, that is money. And
in turn, the individual must her/himself sell one’s labor both as a
means of material survival and, as this new social relation demands,
as a means of becoming a commodity.!® Furthermore, the worker
must now utilize the wages received as a means of again touching
the whole through the accumulation/consumption of other com-
modities. The promise is that as long as this process remains con-
stant, as long as the individual consistently retains an active rela-
tion within this process, one can know the universal wholeness
of existence, and therefore the additional promise of an ensuing
‘knowledge of a truth’ and ‘sense of well being’ is also granted.
This occurs insofar as the ‘one’ or the ‘universal’ has always been
described in conjunction with these traits since the beginnings of
religion and permanent/city dwellings. Thus, the lie is painted as
truth via an implied association.

Here, the worker, drunk on continual advertisements and no
longer tethered by hunger and cold, immerses her/himself in a
constant state of consumption. S/he becomes convinced that su-
perfluous commodities are necessary elements of a good life, and
actively seeks them out for consumption. This, despite the fact that
the purchasing of these objects or experiences play an obvious
and primary role in maintaining the wealth and therefore power,
through continuing profit, of those in the ruling class who con-
trol the economic rights to these things. In addition, the consumer-
worker is often required to further enslave her/himself to the plu-

¥ Where under classical Capitalism one was coerced into being a wage slave
in order to materially survive, under the new Capitalism one often becomes a
wage slave for both this reason and because one becomes convinced that it is the
metaphysically right thing to do. For here work becomes more then a means of
survival. It becomes a cornerstone off identity and connectedness with the larger,
so called more meaningful, ‘one’ of capital.
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To bring about this trend in popular spending, the masses
are bombarded with commercial messages of indoctrination com-
monly referred to as “advertisements.” This force-fed propaganda
meets the eye nearly wherever it may wander, and by subtleties
and by sheer immensity, directs the hand of the still alienated, if
not still half starved, “first world” worker down the road of unbri-
dled consumerism. Here the role of the worker takes on a bizarre
character. On the one hand, the worker continues her/his former
role as a person/class subjected to an exploitative economic rela-
tion. For s/he still does not own or control the means of production,
and s/he is still used by the ruling class as no more then a drone ca-
pable (not without prodding) of generating profit earmarked, alone,
for the already wealthy. S/he still does not control her/his own life.
It is controlled by powers from economically above. And further,
the general prosperity of the economy is still unattainable in any
equitable manner inasmuch as it still rests with a minority of rul-
ing economic elite, protected by both the laws of the land and the
guns of the State.

On the other hand, by transforming the worker into a consumer,
the economic system manages to make the worker into an active
agent in her/his own social oppression. For here consumption is
both subtly and aggressively made out to be the means by which
the individual can escape the experiential emptiness of their so-
called free, yet serf-like, life.'® The unspoken message that every ad-
vertisement carries is that it is only by virtue of consuming that the
single individual transcends the loneliness of provincial existence
and takes part in the communion of the ‘one’ or at least of some-

'8 The State loves to sing “Land of the Free” while sticking it two the com-
mon wo/man from the cradle to the grave. The public schools teach obedience and
reverence to the status quo; at one’s job one is subjected to constant top down
power structure; in the streets, laws written by the ruling class are enforced by
armed pigs intent on tossing you in the can if you cross the line. There as many
examples as there are bullshit justifications. As for specifics, I'm sure your per-
sonal experiences will here suffice (that is if your not ruling class scum).
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Introduction

Bad Attitudes and Dirty Money
by Xavier Massot of The Green
Mountain Anarchist Collective®

*

It is a strange pill to swallow, the notion that some of your peers,
people you don’t know, represent your interests. It is an old tradi-
tion, it has given most of us the title of civilians, and it has made
others our rulers. Although each life, upon a short and close look,
obviously contains its own unfathomable trajectory it has been the
way of the modern world to pigeon-hole and harness the energy of
each life towards historically questionable ends. This practice, abus-
ing the young in order to eternalize the old, has led us to a point in
history in which lives are spent for the sake of the machine’s con-
tinuing momentum. Inane, insane, or otherwise, we all go through
the hopper from our birth to our determined, predictable, and some-
times socially necessary, death.

This text is an attempt to communicate the reality of a world in
which your standard, modern day politician is a buffoon. We all
came into this world kicking and screaming. The supposed facil-
itators of our homes, towns, and countries have no more insight
than anybody else. There are people of great capability who out-
shine others through their efforts and convictions, but these good
people will rarely strive to rule. They are usually too intelligent or
humble to seek the cult of power and personality that is the reward
and goal of modern politics.
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Perhaps, rather than buying into this brokered sacrifice of our
brothers and sisters in a quibble over the choicest scraps from the
table, the old tradition of survival is one to be revered.

My aim is not to lay blame on those before us, but rather to
attack the misuse and propagandisation of instincts which have
allowed our clawless and furless breed to survive. Dan Quayle, for
example, telling us about family values. Families happen, they are
not state property, and the overzealous concern of officials towards
the expansion of humanity does nothing but undermine any real
attempts at human progress.

This book is aimed at humanity’s current trajectory, and in doing
so must address the arc of that trajectory, including its root in the
past. I personally have no desire to re-write history, and I respect
my elders for their time, endurance, and sacrifices This being true,
it is still time for a shift in human affairs, a statement made not
to belittle those who came before but rather to bring awareness to
those whose turn it is to carry human life forward. Technology has
brought much to our lives which is admirable, but at this stage it
is weakening people rather than helping them. How many people
these days can fix the very appliances which give them status?

The inventions of this century are praised as the inventors are
forgotten. Right now, the praise goes to human-vultures who circle
around the people really producing and inventing things, looking
for facsimile prospects to snatch up and feed to overgrown babies.
It is a cannibalistic search for a fading profit that yields the pettiest
of fruits.

Here in the U.S.A. We’ve got most of the shit. We might be spir-
itually bereft, but we do manage to keep our bellies full and for a
great many of us that is enough. Love it or leave it, or even better,
hide in it and try to live through it. Those are the options that many
of us feel as our only possibilities. The political sphere is painted
as our only multi-social option, but the political life is a drab and
merciless trap. It’s a lot of talking, haranguing, backstabbing, and
ass kissing. I believe this to be true and that most sane people do
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tocracy.!> Within these countries labor lacks the historical consol-
idation of organizational strength and past accomplishments such
as the eight hour work day and workers’ compensation.'® This of
course is in conjunction with the fact that within these bound-
aries, safety/environmental standards are hardly allotted a whisper
of concern, let alone precautionary legislation. Therefore, the pri-
mary Capitalist nations, through their respected ruling class, can
increase production at a fraction of the former cost while massively
increasing profit.'” In turn, the ruling class can then throw a few
more peanuts of benefits and wages to the domestic workers, in
order to decrease poverty-based insurrectionary sentiment while
not experiencing any decrease in profit.

Simultaneously these so called privileged laborers are constantly
pressured to utilize their new spending ability through the pur-
chasing of Capitalist controlled gadgets and instruments of sup-
posed enjoyment and/or need, i.e. complicated phone services,
large screen t.v’s, ‘brand name’ garments/sneakers, new top 40 mu-
sical CDs written and composed by assholes lacking even a hint of
soul and/or creativity, and larger then necessary cars with remote
locking devices.

“[They’ll] give you all the hits to play,
to keep you in your place all day:*

—The Clash

In other words, false or unnecessary needs are created within
this market, and are then allotted to the populace at the expense
of further capital. In this way, the ruling class is able to again accu-
mulate even further surplus capital.

!7 Here the Capitalists must still contend with armed Communist guerrilla
movements as well as the occasional anti-authoritarian uprisings. These are major
fascists of the continuing world social revolution, and in such they deserve a
great deal of analysis. However, the scope of this text requires that I omit such
commentary and this time.
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Section II. The New Capitalism And Its System
Of Radical Commodification And Consumerism

As Capitalism has moved into the new phase of radical commod-
ification and consumerism, its hold on all aspects of the perceived
mass existence has seemingly strengthened. Contemporary Capi-
talism, by way of its inherent imperialism, has expanded its for-
mer material boundaries as to make a quantifiable commodity out
of the hollows of one’s private time, internal thoughts, recreation
and personal relations. The older forms of classical Capitalism, as
found in the pre-WWII Euro-American theater, was primarily con-
cerned with large scale domestic industrial production and the sub-
sequent exploitation of the worker, through relatively straightfor-
ward means, for the ends of surplus capital (profit). The new con-
cerns center around the exploitation of leisure, the construction of
false needs along with the particular commodities to meet these
superfluous and profitable ends, and the advancement of its psy-
chological holds to include the subtle coercion of the worker to
actively take part in her/his own oppression. Of course the old in-
dustrial modes of exploitation are still present, only now the pallet
of oppression and dreariness is more well rounded.

The immediate cause of this shift can be found with the ruling
class’s ability to export massive segments of the industries (coal,
petroleum, machine/auto production, fabrics, etc.) to poorer, for-
merly agricultural-based “third world” nations where the worker
is subjected by the iron heel of puppet dictators backed financially
and militarily by the primary Capitalist States along with their plu-

'3 This is different than colonialism in that these regimes are no longer ex-
ploited for their raw materials alone. Now their indigenous labor is utilized as a
means of producing refined goods for general consumption.

16 AsT am editing this section of the work, I'm cold (Vermont winter with
no gas), annoyed (my roommates wont leave me alone), have a sore throat, and
am listening to Frank Zappa’s ‘Hot Rats. Good fuckin’ album. In all, it reminds
me of the Motherfucker saying, “We are as utopian as Detroit.”
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right to stay out of it. The problem with this is that political life
remains attractive then only to the power hungry mongoloids. The
result is a world run by self-serving fools.

There are a great many people on this planet these days and
they’re not all that good at being on it. We are not the nicest bunch
and I’'m personally not sure that anything will ever make us so. I
can’t pretend to know why this is, but I think about it from time to
time and the daily news does not alleviate my concerns. I'm fairly
adapted to most of the bullshit that gets tossed around, but, being
one among many and being a reasonable person, I am forced take
certain stances against the killing bastards that sit on executive
boards and those who make a living upholding this rotten system.

So yes, shit is fucked up, and the bastards are facilitating more
shit. However, the question of who is fucking whom, long the topic
from Abbie Hoffman to Sixty Minutes, is not as interesting nowa-
days as maybe it once was. In a word, we’re all getting fucked. Even
though we still get to be young, the world is just getting older. This
being recognized, we still must face the fact that we have to con-
tinue to survive on this aging planet. And in that, we must make
survival meaningful, or at least interesting. In this regards the sta-
tus quo must be judged as a failure and revolution, one way or
another, must be understood as the embodiment of hope. So yes,
shit is fucked up, and the bastards are facilitating more shit. How-
ever, the question of who is fucking whom, long the topic from
Abbie Hoffman to Sixty Minutes, is not as interesting nowadays as
maybe it once was. In a word, we’re all getting fucked. Even though
we still get to be young, the world is just getting older. This being
recognized, we still must face the fact that we have to continue to
survive on this aging planet. And in that, we must make survival
meaningful, or at least interesting. In this regards the status quo
must be judged as a failure and revolution, one way or another,
must be understood as the embodiment of hope.

Still, with practical caution, if baby heads are to be crushed by
our stampede, I guess we better be serious about the dangers of
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revolution. Legitimacy and integrity are important things after all
and although political people through the ages have turned both to-
wards and away from them to get to power, it is certainly rare that
they have actually made use of them in their daily diet of action.
Most of us, one way or another, want to live good and happy lives
without raping the earth or our neighbors. Most want a life both
civic and personal. We want our good dreams to become reality,
and our nightmares to be overcome.

So I'm having a cup of tea—it’s pretty good and the reason
why I'm including it into this sloppy introduction is because it’s
concrete; it’s smarter than my literary aims and better than the
whiskey I started this rumination with. Well not better, but for the
moment calmer. Any which way, it is real, and in that capacity it
is better then pure imagination. It is in just such a manner that we
must continue to strive for a real, and better world. In this, rev-
olution becomes our tea, and agitation becomes our tea pot-just
now beginning to boil. But, before I get ahead of myself and make
a habit of ridiculous metaphors, there are some more things that
must be said.

My colleague is doing the dirty but necessary job of writing
a chapter which will satisfy the socio-political aims of this book,
which means I don’t really have to. I have faith that his word is as
good if not better than mine, and I get frustrated trying to explain
anything in that historical voice, so I won'’t try to beat him to the
punch on that one. After all, we should all know better than we
do; there’s plenty of manuals out there. Besides, most of the sup-
posedly new thoughts are remedial and/or derivative anyway, just
rehashing, repetitions, of no use to anyone.

The question starts to become, in the face of all this human noise,
a question of territory, space, area, sphere of influence, property,
taxation, and paradigms of life and its purpose. In many ways this
closing-in of the options, this modern demarcation from oneself to
the rest is healthy if not inevitable. It is the pressure which allows
you to exist. Life demands some sort of test from its recipients.
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are no exception. Such operations are driven to continue dealing
on a cash basis inasmuch as certain basic supplies (take paint for
example, that is if the co-op is centered around that trade) are not
easily attainable through barter or other means. All being said, the
rat of contemporary Capitalism can be smelled in the best homes.
Of course, some homes smell a lot worse then others.

Still, the Anarchist within a counterculture is less alienated from
themselves and others as compared to the person squarely within
the predominant culture. At least here, radical commodification,
consumerism, Capitalism and authoritarianism are viewed as crap
yet to be overcome, as opposed to the bedrock of social meaning.
With the above understood, the question still remains as to what
the deeper social, political and historical reasons are for the emer-
gence of this revolutionary faction within the Western Nations. For
the particularities of their cultural leanings seem to make them
somewhat unique as compared to their proletariat ancestors. They
are not friendly to the authoritarian analysis of the various commu-
nist parties, they are not often motivated by hunger (one can find
lots of food in the trash bins of Uncle Sam) and they do not limit
their demands and social vision to material equality. They call for
a re-thinking and re-organizing of society along lines which chal-
lenge the very fundamental basis of contemporary western civi-
lization. They are anarchists! But how did the broader social con-
text give rise to them? Who is their constituency? What exactly is
it that they seek to disrupt, and what do they intend to replace it
with?

In order to answer some of these underlying questions, as well as
to place the Block Bloc within a comprehensive sociological frame-
work, I will now turn to a discourse on the particularities of the
present Capitalist reality.
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the workers’ barricades during the Bavarian insurrection, and for
this his former class origins became both transcended and mean-
ingless. Give us ten divisions of Bakunins, regardless of their past
economic standing, and our work as revolutionaries would be over
in a matter of days.!® So, to all you pretentious class concerned
critics, I challenge you to tell me what you’ve done.

This being clarified, I use the prefix ‘semi, in describing the Blocs
participants as ‘semi-alienated youth, to mark the fact that the vast
majority of those involved are rooted in counterculture communi-
ties wherein degrees of non-alienated social relations are organi-
cally facilitated. They may be part of a small democratic worker’s
co-operative, an artistically oriented consensus based collective,
reside in a group run commune, house or squat, subside off tax-
exempt funds from the black market, or simply live as well as their
anti-Capitalist logic and intuition impels them to. In short, a good
deal of their lives are focused around the living example of more
natural and life/creativity affirming Socialist'* modes of existence.
They try to be good folk with each other and the poor and work-
ing folk around them. They help each other out without expecting
profit.

However, this is not to say that they, unlike more mainstream
workers, are not alienated. For no matter how ‘counter’ one man-
ages to live within an oppressive authoritarian society, one cannot
escape the basic drugging of one’s spirit by the hands of the State.
If one lives on a collective farm, that collective is still coerced into
paying property tax, or the land will be seized. If one spends their
hours working to collectively create a liberating art, food, shelter
and art supplies have to be had; and often this is enough cohesion to
impel one to sell their labor as a wage slave. Worker co-operatives

'3 Also for the record... Bakunin spent many years in prison, including some
time chained up in a tower in St. Petersburg where he lost all his teeth due to
SCurvy.

' Here I use the term ‘Socialist’ in its older and more accurate meaning. It
is used simply to denote a more co-operative means of organizing society.
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There have been, and are, many people on this earth. The hard-
ships have changed many times, but new lives keep on happen-
ing, blank slates who catch up and join in the line. This cannot be
helped. Arguably, we live in better times than most of those be-
fore us, but there is and maybe always will be a malaise, an itch, a
problem. Perfection is rare.

The fight of today may be the backwards cause of tomorrow.
How? I'm not sure, but I do know that there have been many strug-
gles. There has been no time without a struggle. Is struggle a prob-
lem? No. Struggle is as unavoidable as fertilization. Does that mean
we should struggle because it is unavoidable? Are we, humans, as-
piring to make struggle another final victory against God? Mus-
solini wanted punctual trains, Hitler wanted a master race, Uncle
Sam wants You for the U.S. Army, Sick people want a cure, Every-
one wants something.

Is it gonna stop? Whose gonna stop it? Well...

The truth is no one’s gonna stop it, no one can. It’s not that
it’s malicious, it’s just not there simply for your sake even though
you’re a part of it anyway.

This tangent pertains to a book like this because the book is
about struggle, it’s about a timely choice, about what one should do
and what side one should be on. It is a call to arms in most respects
and at the same time it does not wish to mislead. The call to arms
is against the ways of the world, which are unsatisfactory, and is
aimed both at those who created the show and at those who may
keep it going. These latter are problematic in that they are a part of
yourself. You and I cannot destroy each other and ourselves, even in
part, to change ourselves and the world we make. You know people
who do wrong by your beliefs but you understand their language,
their reasons and, then, the fight really becomes a dirty one.

I mentioned blank slates a little while ago in describing new life.
It is the tarnished blank slates which we are that need to be cleaned
out. A choice must be made as to what side to be on for the better-
ment of life. One can choose oneself as the ultimate piece of prime
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property or one can make arrangements to both survive and enrich
the larger environment.

The struggle is not to blame, we are creatures that age and die,
but the struggle can not become a fakery of itself. Pain will always
exist, but should not be robbed of its dignity. I question the dignity
of this era. I see little encouragement for true ability. I don’t ques-
tion its existence but I don’t believe that the positive is encouraged.
In fact, I believe that it is being undermined almost totally. Where
are the good qualities? I don’t mean that I don’t see them or know
about them when they are here or elsewhere, I simply mean that
they are usually missing in a way I see as suspect. The efforts of
mankind to create a beautiful world seem, to me, suspect. If we
can fly people to the moon why can’t we feed the hungry?

There are problems which need solving: pollution, warfare, rape,
disease, AIDS, racism, property, taxes, countries, the past, cancer,
obesity, drug abuse, drug legalization, famine, housing, electricity,
and so on. A bunch of shit needs to be re-done, re-thought, re-
applied until humanity gets it through its abused and abusive hide
that it does not have to destroy itself through lies and chickenshit
proclivities.

Bottom line, this call for a better world is redundant. I don’t like
it at all. It has an unrealistic side to it. And here, I don’t believe in it
because it implies a desire to take away accidents. I like accidents.
Don’t get me wrong, some accidents are better than others, but
we’ve got to take some chances don’t we? Aren’t we just a bunch
of crazed animals who have pushed sentience too far?

It’s a horrible mindfuck to the soul of humanity, the advertise-
ments, the lies, and these wingnuts at the top of the shitheap: politi-
cians, religious leaders, and fat-assed money makers telling you
how to do it, why you should, when you should and why they know
better. The truth of it is that life is not as much of a complication,
at least not functionally, as these power freaks make it seem, and
they’re not that important. What is important is the enforcement
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Social Composition Of The North American Black Bloc

The Black Bloc in North America, primarily composed of folk
from within the contemporary counterculture, and more often
than not coming from a working class background, is a political
expression of the developing class conscious social revolution.!!
Persons and collectives making up the Black Bloc can be generally
described as semi-alienated youth from a poor, declassed or work-
ing class background. This is not to imply that a number of Bloc
participants don’t come from the upper classes, for they do. How-
ever, before someone yells ‘charlatans, it should be stated that dur-
ing this present age of neo-Liberalism (the contemporary mode of
Capitalism), the basic strains of alienation run strong even outside
of the more oppressed communities. On the other hand, I do not in-
tend to imply that the natural focus of revolutionary potential has
been stripped from the more exploited and materially deprived pop-
ulations. It hasn’t. It is only to say that as society moves in more ab-
stracted and culturally undesirable directions that more and more
people across class lines, particularly young people, will begin to
seek social alternatives to the status quo. And, it is only reasonable
to expect a number of them to side with the social vision of the ac-
tively revolutionary poor and working class. Besides, history has
proven that while class origins can say much about the general po-
tential and demeanor of large groupings, it also tells us that these
generalities are not absolute laws when judged against the real ac-
tivities of specific persons.!? For example, one of the greatest Anar-
chist revolutionaries/theoreticians in history was Mikhail Bakunin.
Bakunin came from an aristocratic Russian family. He himself was
briefly an officer in the Imperial Army. Yet he committed nearly
his entire adult life to the emancipation of all people. He stood at

"' Of course it is not here intended that it is the only, or even most important
of such political expressions. It is only one, out of a multitude, of such developing
trends.

'2 To name but a two: Mikhail Bakunin and Karl Marx.
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During the Battle of Seattle, the Black Bloc (numbering approx-
imately 200) primarily focused its attention upon the destruction
of corporate property. At the A16 (April 16, 2000) action’ the Bloc
(numbering approximately 1000) focused the bulk of its energies
on combating police engaged in violent acts against the Bloc and
nonviolent protesters alike. Black Blocs were also present at both
the Republican and Democratic national conventions of that year.?
There they again demonstrated their tactics of physical self-defense
and the destruction of capitalist private property and/or State prop-
erty (i.e. police cars). Blocs were present at a multitude of May Day
demonstrations in 2000, the first presidential debate in Boston,’ at
the inauguration of now-President Bush,!'® as well as at a number
of other events.

The particularities of each of these actions resulted in a variety
of Bloc tactics. These differences deserve to be evaluated in order
to ascertain what specific tactics are effective in certain situations.
Such an analysis is required in order for us to better prepare our-
selves for future conflicts. However, it is not the focus of this essay
to go into such details. The primary concern here is simply to dis-
cuss the history of the Black Bloc and to place it within a certain
larger social context. Therefore, such particularities, though impor-
tant, will be omitted for now in order to stay focused at the task at
hand. Thus, I will here again turn to the social origins of the North
American Black Bloc.

7 To protest the meeting of the World Bank, Washington, DC, April 16th
and 17th, 2000.

8 The Democratic National Convention was held in Los Angeles, California,
August 14-17, 2000. The Republican National Convention was held in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, August 1-3, 2000.

? Cambridge, Massachusetts, October 3, 2000.

10 Washington, DC, January 20, 2001.
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of their bullshit system by hapless fools who agree with them and
feed off their scraps.

In the past when we humans did not have the powers over nature
that we have now it made more sense that we fought amongst each
other. Life was tough then, it still is now, however the pressures are
different. It’s not like the hungry can’t be fed, it’s just that we can’t
stop starving them.

That last line is probably as close to the truth as I'm going to get,
and that’s really the crux of the problem we are dealing with, the
sickness which makes revolution necessary. ‘Pain must be inflicted
on the weak because they are not the strong. The wrong must be
punished because they are not the right” The problem with all of
this is that the wrong, the right, the weak, the strong, the fed and
the starved have become artificial. When I say artificial, I don’t
mean to say that these things are no longer real, I am saying that
they are unnecessary, and solvable. They are only insoluble from
the standpoint of the corrupt, bureaucratic, greed-based and inane
political bodies which the human mass concedes to.

The physical grievances and the physical bodies which stand in
the way of alleviating them are two sides of the same coin. That
coin can remain un-flipped, unresolved forever in a vacuum for as
long as humanity keeps up its little intrigues and its little worries
and its petty hatreds and its petty fears and blah, blah, blah...

So what am I saying? That I want world peace, that all the or-
phans should find good parents, that all the sick should heal, that all
the hungry should be fed, and that all the bad things should disap-
pear forever? Sure, but any hard-bodied beauty pageant gal could
tell you the same. In fact, a lot of people have probably told you the
same, and I'm sure they all meant it and I know it hasn’t happened
and so do you. So are we all wasting our time, good-natured people
that we are?

Well, often times I think so but I can’t know what most people
are doing. In fact I don’t want to know what most people are doing,.
A friend of mine is fond of saying that “there is no justification
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without representation.” I agree with him, which is what has led me
to get involved in this book about the Black Bloc—these protesters
who face off with riot cops in cities to express their desire for an end
to the lies and the greed which make all the world peace seekers so
sad. Yes, they are correct. I believe that they are right, these brave
men and women who aren’t afraid to get beaten and tossed in jail
to make a point.

A lot of people object to Black Bloc on both sides of the protest
fence and in the homes where news is heard, watched, and read. I
understand a lot of the grievances and I disagree with all of them.
I’'m not saying that the Bloc will end the world’s problems. I don’t
know if anything will end the world’s problems. I am, however, cer-
tain that physically confronting authorities which physically up-
hold a rotten system and reminding the rest of the populace that
such things can be done is healthy.

I don’t think it does any harm—it’s a pure act. I don’t care if the
tactics are not always sound, or if you consider violence in all its
forms immature and evil, or if you think that they give anarchists
a bad name, or if some of them are middle or upper class, or if
there aren’t enough minorities, women, and gays taking part, or
anything else really. Bottom line is that they are here and there
trying harder than most of the douche-bags that complain about
them.

The landscape of the world will alter, is already changing, that’s
what it does-some times are better than others and some worse,
and nothing will change that. Stick to the good, try to take away
the rotten, and have a few laugh while you’re at it Fuck, let’s start
having more musicians, artists, brewers, cooks, jugglers, bull fight-
ers, dancers, old storytellers, mystics, comedians, boxers, all that
good shit.

Okay, it does sound idealistic to demand a society that does not
gorge itself on the failures of its absurd program. However, I see
the possibility of it all the time. People can help each other, espe-
cially in the U.S. where the amount of wasted food and property, if
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dynamic of revolt, or ones who are so weighed down in indecision
and tacit acceptance of the status quo that they must be considered
ignorant at best, or the enemy at worst. These folk would substi-
tute another generation of ideological debate, meetings and bore-
dom for real action.’ Despite their professed goals, they become the
harbingers of defeat and alienation through their inability to under-
stand risk, action, movement and experiential freedom. Thus, the
revolutionary would do well to discredit their words through ac-
tion and, as we are not blood-thirsty Neanderthals, the continuing
development of legitimate Anarchist theory.

Following the example of the German people, the formation of
Black Blocs soon spread across Europe, where they are still prac-
ticed with relative ferocity and effectiveness today.® By the early
1990s, these tactics began to take root in North America. Black
Blocs were organized during the 1991 Gulf War, during the Demo-
cratic National Convention of 1996, and at a multitude of other
demonstrations throughout the decade.

However, the effectiveness of the Black Bloc in North America
seems to be just reaching certain levels of maturity in this new
decade; a maturity which is paralleled with that of the broader so-
cial protest movement as a whole.

® This is not to say that debate, organizational meetings and other like activ-
ities are not necessary. In the contrary, they are. However, they are not desirable
or required when they begin to become an end in themselves. This is a tendency
which is often played out in ‘Leftists’ organizations by virtue of its Liberal con-
stituencies desiring of a means to feel better about their dominated lives and tac-
itly oppressive lifestyles with out actually putting their position as a well fed con-
sumer (i.e. their relative social stability) in jeopardy by advocating or taking part
in direct revolutionary action. It should be remembered that it is always such Left
hesitation and status quo fetishism that is called on by the State to stabilize revo-
lutionary situation (i.e. the French Communist Party in France 1968, the NAACP
during the Black Revolt in urban America of that same year).

¢ Two recent examples can be found in the Prague actions directed against
the WB/IMF meetings starting on September 26, 00°, And the actions in Nice
against the European Union meetings on December 6-7th, 00’.
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police and government. The city, in the vicinity of conflict, truly
becomes the people’s to be won, lost, held or discarded.

To paraphrase Jean Paul Sartre, “The reason the worker does not
revolt is because [s]he does not imagine what a liberated society
would actually be like” And further from the anarchist Mikhail
Bakunin, “Let us remember, no great step forward in history has
ever come to fruition with out first being baptized in blood”

Therefore, regardless of the particular success of the action at
hand, the activity of those within the Black Bloc must be encour-
aged and understood as both necessary and positive in relation to
the subjective requirements necessary in the continual advance-
ment of the revolutionary anarchist struggle.*

The practice of such Blocs are as socially/psychologically healthy
as they are real. In this capacity, persons claiming to be of the Left,
or even anarchists, which argue against the need for a Black Bloc,
or that the Bloc is socially and/or tactically ineffectual, must be un-
derstood as persons who either do not understand the subjective

4 This is not to say that we should not be concerned with achieving certain
objective goals regarding the action at hand. We should seek optimal effectiveness
by refining our tactical abilities and subjective dedication. However, even when
certain objectives are not met, we can often claim ‘victory’ in that this form of di-
rect action translates into subjective advances. A good example of this is the A16
action wear we failed to shut down the Capitalist meetings, but made psychologi-
cal advances by virtue of our demonstrated abilities in struggle against the forces
of the State. In short, each action involving the revolutionary Anarchist move-
ment carries with it a plethora of potential victories and defeats beyond the sin-
gle major stated objective at hand. Fore, as revolutionaries against boredom and
alienation, our means and ends become intermingled in one continues organic
demonstration of direct democratic process and struggle.

This section is not to imply that every Black Bloc must be violent or destructive
by definition. In fact, there are times when the Bloc consciously decides not to
conduct itself in this manner unless circumstances demand. At these times, the
Bloc section is present simply to show movement solidarity within a certain social
situation. However, even with out the actual practice of such means, the Bloc
still acts as the representation of a certain threat, possibility and idea. The Bloc,
through its person to person composition, is freedom and the unfettered human
spirit embodied in a situational social form.
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re-directed, could make kings and queens out of its homeless pop-
ulation. Are some of us regulating the suffering of others for the
sake of a tradition which even they don’t want to understand? Yes,
that’s what’s happening!

Getting away from the instinctive fear of not having enough is
the next real bridge to cross for humanity. Our ancestors had to find
ways to survive. The world today knows how to live, yet refuses to
do so in an equitable matter. A work ethic is a great thing, that is
undeniable, but to work for the sake of working is nothing but a
slow cop-out suicide...

So yes, it’s time to re-learn what is important and throw away
the superfluous bullcrap in the process. Anarchism may not be
Plato’s idea of perfection, joy, function, or any of it, but then again
we’ve tried it according to shithead elitist philosophers for long
enough and all they have ultimately given us is nihilism mixed
with a $12 Butterball turkey and bad Friday night TV. I say lets
re-do it according to OUR inclinations and in the process come up
with a reality which is categorically anti-boredom and genuinely
interesting, directly democratic and equitable. Lets work it so that
death again becomes genuine; either inflicted upon oneself, or dic-
tated by real nature. Lets eliminate the role of society as murderer
and rapist. If were going to fuck up, lets do it ourselves with out
unnecessary abstractions guiding and excusing our treachery.
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Chapter I

The Emergence of The Black Bloc
and The Movement Towards
Anarchism

by David Van Deusen of the Green Mountain Anarchist Col-
lective

“Get Busy Living, Or Get Busy Dying!”

—The Kings of Nuthin, Boston, Massachusetts

Since the Battle of Seattle, the North American Left, and specif-
ically the smaller yet growing revolutionary Anarchist movement,
has been invigorated at least as much as it has become a common
reality in the consciousness of the public. This has not occurred
in a vacuum. Nor has this happened due to a simple, quantifiable
reason. The reasons are as much diverse and subjective as they are
objective and empirically observable.

One facet of this movement (specifically of the revolutionary an-
archist movement) is encapsulated and advanced by the militant
actions of a group commonly referred to as the Black Bloc. This in-
formal grouping has acted as a necessary radical action wing of the
larger social protest movement. Where Liberal inclinations have
threatened to stifle large demonstrations under a blanket of accept-
ability, predictability and boredom, this contingent—numbering
anywhere from less than 100 to over 1000 in a typical Bloc—has
forced a creative unleashing of popular insurrectionary sentiment.

38

corporate targets, the Bloc ensured that such an escalation would
ensue.

The purpose of such escalation in part lies in the belief that such
conflict necessarily results in the unmasking of the brutal nature
of the State. The subsequent brutality of the opposing police/mili-
tary force is revealed. The idea is that by showing the larger pop-
ulation the violent means by which the status quo is maintained,
a significant number of people will become further radicalized by
this physical and visual demonstration of the nature of the State.
Escalation also has a desired effect of forcing an action to tran-
scend its often Liberal underpinnings and become an actual exam-
ple of contextually conditioned revolt. Direct action expands past
the confines of simple symbolism and then delves into the very
real territory of subjective and objective revolutionary insurrec-
tion. The demonstration here begins to assume its own identity free
of the social spectacle of the commodified-consumer culture, and
begins to move in a more fluid, self-defining manner. The role of
the demonstration as a social pressure valve, both impotent and
non-revolutionary, begins to be inverted into an actual expression
of social unrest. In this regards, spontaneity, via militance and vio-
lence, becomes an actual expression of the mass action. Hence, the
action becomes a free means by which natural human identity is
demonstrated through its basic rejection of subjugation, authority,
capitalism and status quo.

This element of social clash is necessary by way that it allows the
oppressed and alienated person a real experience by which one’s
pent up and sheep-like identity and boredom is shattered in a situa-
tion of revolt. Here the person begins to feel the future reality that
the streets and the city, as a basic creation of the worker, truly do
belong to them. Here, possibilities of full revolt and victory are crys-
tallized through the adrenalin of conflict. In short, this conflict is
good in that it allows one’s mind to understand real physical strug-
gle, while also allowing one to feel, if only slightly, the possibility
of collective self management without the confused abstraction of
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rectly democratic means whenever possible, and by internal affin-
ity group consensus when situations demanded. Other than that,
the grouping conscientiously lacked any formal structure or au-
thoritarian hierarchy.

Typically, the Bloc took positions at the front, rear, or perime-
ters of the protest march in order to provide a strong defensive
presence at normally vulnerable points. In this way, the police
were prevented from disrupting the movement of the demonstra-
tion without first having to subdue a highly militant, dedicated and
prepared section of the protest. In order to strengthen its capacity
to achieve these tactical objectives, the Bloc began to carry metal
pipes, wooden clubs, and don protective padding and helmets. In
addition, other tactical developments included the use of large con-
tinuous banners, poles or ropes lining the perimeters of this regi-
ment. The purpose of these tools was to make it more difficult for
the police to single out individuals for arrest. The cops would have
to pass through a collectively held barrier, while simultaneously
contending with blows from clubs in order to carry out arrests.

More than acting as shock troops, or defensive units within
the larger protest contingent, the Bloc began to take on an offen-
sive role regarding the conscious destruction of capitalist private
property. Here, affinity groups within the Bloc would facilitate the
smashing of windows, spray painting of revolutionary messages
and trashing of police and/or military vehicles. Of course, all such
activity was clearly directed against capitalist targets. Despite the
inaccurate assertions of the corporate media, arbitrary vandalism
never was, nor is, the goal or practice of the Black Bloc.

Another function of the Black Bloc is to push the protest at
hand towards a more militant and socially comprehensive direc-
tion. Largely this was achieved by the Bloc positioning itself at
the forefront of the demonstration and subsequently forcing an
escalation between the State forces and the protesters. Simply by
resisting arrest, refusing to remain on sanctioned parade routes,
challenging police barricades and by actively directing its anger at
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The following essay is primarily concerned with the Black Bloc.
However, in order to more accurately discuss this faction, it will
be necessary to paint a picture of the larger contemporary frame-
work within and against which it operates. Towards this end this
work will be divided into three sections. The first will deal directly
with the Black Bloc; its historical roots, as well as the tactics it com-

! During that action, approximately 600 committed Communist youth con-
verged upon the city of Chicago in order to protest the trial of the Chicago 8, as
well as the continuing war in Vietnam. Their method of confrontation was that
of direct physical conflict with the forces of the State (in this case the police).
They organized themselves into small affinity groups, and showed up equipped
with clubs, helmets, bricks and other means of low tech hand to hand combat.
Once assembled they actively attacked the forming police lines and fought the
cops with ferocity. Although the first day was the most effective (in terms of en-
emy injuries and material destruction of Capitalist private property), a total of
three more days of limited conflict ensued. While this action clearly represents a
link between the present Bloc and past militant tactics, it differs in many regards.
First of all, the Weather contingent organized themselves by strictly hierarchical
means. They employed a chain of command that was not congruent with directly
democratic processes. Second, their action occurred without the benefit of being
part of a larger, more tactically diverse, protest action. In this the police where
able to focus their superior resources solely upon them. Third, following the ac-
tion, the Weather leadership did not believe such forms of protest could be main-
tained with out resulting in a negative blood bath (during the first night of fight-
ing 10 weather members received wounds from shotguns, and another by pistol).

To paraphrase Weather Central Coordinating Committee member Jeff Jones,
‘We felt that we achieved a level of militancy which we could not surpass using
above ground tactics. Furthermore, the lack of public mobilization following the
assassination of Black Panther, Fred Hampton, convicted us that our political role
would only be sustainable and effective if we operated as a sort of guerrilla force,
underground, behind enemy lines. (info gathered by a private interview I con-
ducted with him during the winter of 1997)

Hence the organization soon decided to move its operation underground as
an urban guerrilla organization. For these reasons, the Days Of Rage must be
understood as no more then a primitive prototype of contemporary Black Bloc
actions, and no more.

For a decent first hand account of this action see Albert (ed.), The Sixties Papers.
Shin’ya ono: You Don’t Need A Weatherman, Pages 254-263, Praeger, New York,
1984.
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monly employs. The second section will discuss the social, politi-
cal, psychological and economic macrocosm in which the present
movement is situated. The final section will discuss the smaller so-
cial context in which the revolutionary anarchist movement as well
as the Black Bloc directly exists.

It is the intention of this essay to provide a historical, theoretical
and practical base from which a more grounded understanding of
the Black Bloc, as well as the revolutionary Anarchist movement
generally, can emerge. Such a grounding can and will only lead
to a more mature discussion and development of Anarchist praxis
and revolutionary progress. It is with this in mind that I here turn
towards section one.

Section I. The Emergence of The Black Bloc:
History, Tactics and General Constituency

“I wear the black for the poor and beaten down...
[And] for the prisoner who has long since served his
time”

—Johnny Cash

The Black Bloc can trace its historical roots all the way back
to when- and wher-ever people comprising an oppressed class
or group militantly rose up against their oppressors. Elements of
the particular tactics of the Bloc were previously utilized by the
Weather faction of Students for a Democratic Society (the SDS)
in North America during the “Days of Rage” in 1969.! Specifi-
cally, the Bloc’s tactical aesthetic and more refined methods of
State confrontation first began to concretely emerge in the 1980s
Autonome movement in Germany. There, the seriousness of the
anti-nuclear movement as well as the demands of the continu-
ing Anarchist/anti-fascist movement required that mass protests
be brought to a higher level of militancy and unanimity. Hence,
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radical collectives—often from within the anarcho-punk scene and
typically of working class composition—began to urge their mem-
bers and social militants generally to assemble at demonstrations
donning uniform black clothes (with masks), and to march as a
single protest contingent (among many others). With their identi-
ties effectively hidden in temporary uniformity, they were able to
more successfully push protest actions in more militant directions
while protecting themselves from being singled out for direct State
oppression or later legal charges or both. This process matured to
the point where the emerging Black Bloc began to develop better
self-defense and militant tactics. It must be understood that this
formation was not the birth of a formal, or rather continuous or-
ganization. It simply acted as a temporary cohesive grouping with
the immediate goal of creating a temporally contingent street fight-
ing force, which in practice would dissolve with the conclusion of
the action at hand. This is not to say that the sole focus of these
included persons and/or collectives revolved around such action.
On the contrary, those making up the Bloc commonly were rooted
in the social and political organizations and projects which the
specifics of their local community demanded. They had their roots.?
In addition, the militance and subsequent actions of the Black Bloc
must also be understood as the embodiment of a certain means of
struggle amongst many others, a means which are both legitimate
and effective.?

As a Black Bloc, this grouping was an alliance of independent
persons and/or affinity groups. Collectively, the Bloc acted by di-

? Such activity at the local level is 100% necessary in the on-going move-
ment towards social revolution. In such, the relative lime light placed on Black
Blocs must be subjectively diluted with this necessary fact.

? Here it is necessary to understand that at this stage of the struggle, the
tactics employed by the Bloc are most effective when performed in conjunction
with others. This includes non-violent lock downs, street theater, ‘legal’ marches,
etc.. In addition, it also must be clarified that such action, when used in conjunc-
tion with more militant tactics, are effective and legitimate. Lastly, it should be
noted that many anarchists are involved in these actions as well.
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22, a senior at UK; and Pop, age 22. We fit the norm for protesters
there; many of the protesters were college-aged, white kids; not to
say that there were not African-Americans and older people there
as well. We left Lexington on Wednesday, November 15 at 5:30 and
drove to Cincinnati where we found the warehouse that we and
other KSPN (Kentucky Student/Youth Progressive Network) were
staying. We were the first group there; the owner’s daughter ar-
rived a few hours later. The four of us decided on an affinity group
name (The Dr. Seuss Flying Brigade) and our code names. The five
of us were the only ones in the warehouse that night.

November 16

We just got back [to the warehouse] and I couldn’t tell you how
happy I was to take off my shoes and coat. We got up at 9 am and
walked 2-3 miles to Fountain Square, where we froze our asses off
and finally the rally started at noon. It lasted until 1 and FNB served
lunch: lentils, bread, oranges, and chai tea. At 1 pm, 300-600 of us
marched to the Kroger HQ to protest human rights violation by Mt.
Olive Pickles of migrant workers in North Carolina. There were 50-
100 police in riot gear and they blocked the entrance to Kroger. Two
black men were there protesting police brutality. Their friend was
one of two black men shot by the Cincinnati Police last week. Three
men have been killed in police custody in Cincinnati in the last two
weeks. Then the DSFB (Dr. Seuss Flying Brigade) got stopped and
harassed by police for wearing scarves: Cincy has a rarely enforced
mask ordinance that says they can ask you to show your face, at
which point the law says you can re-mask; this law was created
to scare Ku Klux Klan members. However, the cops asked for ID
and took Polaroids of my friends (unconstitutional AND illegal).
Pop’s foot got stepped on by one of the horses and his big toe was
crushed, he limped around the rest of the weekend and didn’t com-
plain at all. It was really disgusting. The medics at the info center
taped it up, and it was funny colors.
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Chapter III

The Battle of Seattle/N30: The
Anti-WTO Protests
November-December, 1999

Overview

Seattle is the action which has put the present social protest
movement on the map of North American mass consciousness. It
did not mark the beginning (or end) of a movement. Rather it rep-
resented the first significant expression of social unrest against the
capitalist slave system in the U.S.A. in a generation. With the join-
ing in of the North American population, the movement against
the contemporary modes of capitalism has truly become interna-
tional, and everywhere. Seattle was a glorious rebirth of a demand
for an end to the insulting and deadly march of corporate power.
The world is in the hands of irresponsible, money starved vam-
pire organizations who feed themselves by the selling and trade
of increasingly trivial and noxious products. The most powerful of
these organizations are the World Trade Organization (WTO), the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB). The
functioning fact of these intensely authoritarian, abstract and eli-
tist organizations unquestionably warrants a protest, if not a global
civil war.

To begin to completely understand the significance of Seattle,
one must first understand the international movement against neo-
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Liberalism in which it is situated. America is, in fact, a rather
late bloomer within the scope of protests pertaining to the global
problems endorsed and pursued by world Capitalist organizations.
Protests against the WTO and the IMF and other like organizations
ran rampant throughout the world long before Seattle. In 1998, over
28 countries held anti-Capitalist protests on June 18th (J18), timed
to coincide with a meeting of the Group of Eight (G8). The most
notable among these were in India and Brazil where in the for-
mer, hundreds of thousands took to the streets. During that same
year the United States itself began to rumble with protests, small ri-
ots, capitalist property-related arsons and bombings (most of these
were claimed by the underground Earth Liberation Front).

In addition, large sectors of the world were and continue to be
in a process of de-stabilization due to popular uprisings against a
forced Capitalist program (i.e. The continuing Zapatista revolution
in Southern Mexico, the popular uprisings in Bolivia and Ecuador,
the increasing riots in Europe, and serious workers strikes in Rus-
sia).

At N30 (November 30 in Seattle) up to 100,000 people from
within organized labor and the Left took to the streets in order to
put forth their opposition to the World Trade Organization. Within
this vast array of demonstrators, an Anarchist Black Bloc took
to the streets in order to inflict material damage upon corporate
banks/businesses, correctly viewed by them as real incarnations of
the economically and culturally homogenizing Capitalist force we
are beholden to. The Bloc, following police attacks on non-violent
protesters, proceeded to move through the streets of Seattle smash-
ing bank and corporate windows. In some cases the contents of the
business in question were expropriated from the building and sub-
sequently left in the streets. State officials contend that the Bloc
inflicted $10,000,000 in damage. This is most likely an overestima-
tion designed to blame the Anarchists for damage caused directly
by the police force, and at any rate is most likely just misinforma-
tion.
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about what we want, both within the anti-globalization movement
and to the world at large. It’s time for the world to hear the voices
behind the masks.

Our place and purpose is to keep resistance solidly anti-
capitalist, uncompromising, total, and global. Let the capitalists
have no quiet city. Let the forces of reform no longer use us capi-
talism feel playground, that resistance can happen anywhere, and
that revolution is afoot the world over.

Toward the new world we carry in our hearts, In Solidarity, ARA
Columbus
Endorsed by:

The Anti-Racist Action Network
Eugene Anarchist Action (Eugene OR)
Kent Anarchist Black Cross Federation Support group (Kent OH)
Kent Anti-Racist Action (Kent OH)
Chicago Anti-Racist Action (Chicago IL)
Radical Artist Terrorist Team (Yellow Springs OH)
Antioch Anarchist Group (Yellow Springs OH)
Yellow Springs Anti-Racist Action (Yellow Springs OH)
Prole Revolt (Morgantown WV)
Some Cincinnati Anarchists (Cincinnati OH)

N16 from a Black Bloc perspective
by Yertle the Turtle
November 20, 2000

“Organize, Fight Back! Rise Up, Rebel!”:
Five Days in the Life of a Female Black Bloc Anarchist
Yertle the Turtle’s N16 Journal and Write-Up

My affinity group consisted of myself, code name Yertle the Tur-
tle; Gertrude McFuzz, age 17, a high school senior; SamIAm, age
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Many coalitions are calling for actions, rallies, marches, and
teach-ins during this latest undemocratic meeting to divide the
world’s resources and the fruits of all people’s labor for the ben-
efit of an elite few. Many of these actions will be legal, permitted,
and reformist. Others will be of a non-violent, civil disobedient na-
ture. But regardless of these various coalitions’ stances on tactics,
none of their political statements represent our views or needs. For
this reason, we find it necessary to organize in solidarity with these
coalitions, but autonomously, on our own terms and with our own
explicitly anti-capitalist analysis.

We are not necessarily calling for any specific tactic aside from
revolutionaries visibly standing together against imperialism and
exploitation. We feel it is important that we stand apart from the
advocates of “fair” trade and green capitalism. Whether it is the
TABD or another global capitalist structure, our opposition is the
same, we stand with indigenous people and the working class the
world over against the facade of “improvements” on global capital-
ism; capitalism cannot be improved, it must be destroyed. We stand
for a bright future, when the fruits of the world’s labor are used for
the needs of the people that do the producing.

To that end we are against narrow economic nationalism. We
refuse to play the game of pitting the working peoples of one na-
tion against the working peoples of another, one state against an-
other, or one eco-system against another. Capital is globalized; the
resistance of the working class must be as well.

The first-world business leaders who comprise the TABD think
they can quietly meet in a very conservative Midwestern city, plan,
dine, drink, play, and slip back to their palaces and offices. We aim
to show them that even here they will meet resistance. This is why
we reach out to anti-capitalist people of all ideological persuasions
to join us in our disruption of business as usual in Cincy.

We feel it is important as well to stand together with the rest of
the movement in solidarity and opposition, but at the same time
visibly apart in our presence and analysis. It is time we spoke out
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The main thing to remember when thinking of N30 is that it was
an action of such scope and power that it caught the American
public by surprise, thereby giving birth to a momentum which has
continued to provide a positive revolutionary impetus within the
confines of American society.

That being said, it did not materialize out of nowhere. Rather it
was the flower of a decade of domestic organizing and hard won
movement and growth. But still, Seattle marked the time when it
all came together. We had our own sophisticated Independent Me-
dia Center (IMC). We had training and years of proven tactics at
our disposal. We had dedicated radical legal teams. We had an in-
tended program of “jail solidarity” (a tactic discussed in more detail
in Chapter III). We had the rank and file union workers turning out
in common cause. We had the radical environmentalists. We had
a diversity of tactics ranging from legal rallies to port side strikes/
shutdowns, from non-violent sit-ins/blockades to physical self de-
fense and corporate property destruction.

A significant part of this mass mobilization was organized
through directly democratic and participatory means via open
spokes-councils (these pre-planning meetings were open to all
protesters and functioned through the vocal participation of
spokespeople from the numerous affinity groups involved). In
short, we finally had the functioning mass coalition that has been
lacking in the United States since the Great Depression of the 1930s.
We finally had a chance; and for that we could not be ignored.

In all, the protests consisted of four main days which coincided
with the scheduled ‘behind closed doors’ meetings of the WTO del-
egates. The delegates’ stated task was to map out an economic strat-
egy for the new century/millennium. The direct action oriented
protesters’ stated task was to shut down the undemocratic and anti-
worker proceedings. Given the mutually exclusive goals of these
factions, it was clear that only one or the other would succeed. And
in this case, we, the people, won.
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The opening day of the WTO meetings (Tuesday, November
30th) were met with thousands of direct action protesters occupy-
ing all key access routes to the planned site of the meeting. Police
responded with violence (tear gas, rubber, wooden and plastic bul-
lets, batons, etc.) but the protesters would not relinquish control of
the streets. Elements of the Black Bloc met police assaults with acts
of physical self-defense and counteraggression. Bottles, rocks, etc.
were hurled at advancing police lines. Dumpsters were dragged out
unto the street and lit on fire. Also, a highly mobile Bloc roved the
downtown smashing corporate property and demolishing all police
vehicles and limousines that they came upon. In addition a 50,000
strong Trade Union march slowly made its way through the city.
Of those, a smaller number of the rank and file (primarily from the
Longshoremen, Sheet metal Workers, Steelworkers and, of course,
the Industrial Workers of the World—the IWW Wobblies) diverged
from the sanctioned parade course and made their way to the front
lines of confrontation.

The result of these large numbers and demonstrated diverse ac-
tions was that only 350 of the expected 3,000 WTO delegates were
able to attend the opening session. Subsequently the opening ses-
sion was cancelled. The price? Several hundred injuries and 68 ar-
rests.

The following two days were also filled with thousands of
protesters engaging in acts of civil disobedience, this despite a gov-
ernment declaration of the downtown as a “no protest zone.” In re-
sponse to the continuing militance of the demonstrators, additional
police authorities were brought into the fray including hundreds of
National Guard troops. This time was marked by severe police bru-
tality more than often directed against nonviolent protesters. Sub-
sequently the reports of injuries skyrocketed as did the numbers
arrested. On December first alone more then 500 were incarcerated.

By day four (Friday, December 3rd) the city and the WTO meet-
ings were in disarray. While city officials and Capitalist delegates
seemed to be disheartened, the demonstrators remained commit-
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Finally, despite the relatively small numbers, this protest de-
serves credit as it maintained a line of consistent action directed
against every major Capitalist meeting over the course of the last
year and a half. Resistance grows as constant and consistent pres-
sure is applied to corporate oppressors wherever they meet to play
their games with our lives. Whenever solidarity of action is dis-
played, the movement grows.

Call for Anti-Capitalist Action on N16 in
Cincinnati
By The Columbus Anti-Racist Action

We are calling for Revolutionary Anti Capitalist people to come
to Ohio and join us in opposing yet another undemocratic authori-
tarian structure functioning quietly in peace this year. On Novem-
ber 16th thru 18th the Trans-Atlantic Business Dialog (TABD) will
hold their annual CEO meetings in downtown Cincinnati. The
TABD has positioned itself as the executive vanguard of the World
Trade Organization. They represent the interests of the European
Union and North America in the process of the globalization capi-
talism. These meetings will bring more than 100 CEOs and top gov-
ernment officials together to resolve trade “issues.” This body rep-
resents the interests of the white, first world, capitalist elite, and
exists to impose their collective will, not only the governments
and capitalists of other nations, but on the working peoples of
the world as well. Anti-capitalists of all backgrounds and philoso-
phies must come together to opposed these authoritarian and ex-
ploitative policies and procedures. The TABD is yet another anti-
democratic structure in the capitalist elite’s march toward unop-
posed world supremacy. Along with the WTO, IMF, World Bank,
UN, NATO, and NAFTA, the TABD is just one more tool for reduc-
ing inter-capitalist conflict, allowing them to better exploit the rest
of us.
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injuries related to massive oral ingestion of chemical irritants), and
the arrest of 53 persons.

On the first day of concerted action, November 16th, a teach-in
attended by 500 people was held in Fountain Square. That same
evening 100 people paid a boisterous visit to the Music Hall where
delegates attempted to enjoy a special performance of the local
symphony orchestra. Two protesters managed to infiltrate the
event in order to express their popular opposition to these would-
be ‘masters’ Both were arrested. Outside, the police lines were
briefly challenged and a few barricades were overturned, but, all
in all, the action began and ended with relatively little incident.

The largest demonstration occurred the following day on
November 17th and involved over one thousand protesters. Ini-
tially, this demo materialized as a permitted march through the
downtown. However, as this march neared its official “end.” the
Black Bloc (composed of 200-300) diverged from the sanctioned pa-
rade route and proceeded to challenge police barricades (in some
cases tearing them down and using them to deter advancing law
enforcement officials). In addition, the Bloc facilitated the smash-
ing in of a number of bank windows. Interestingly enough, a good
percentage of the less militant protesters followed in the wake of
the Bloc.

The cops responded by firing tear gas canisters, rubber bullets
and bean bags into the crowd. After a prolonged period of street
fighting, the police gained the upper hand and managed to sur-
round and contain a large percentage of the protesters. At that
point several people were arrested, and the protest contingent was
forced to disperse in small groups of four or less.

November 18th, the last major day of action, was marked by
more violent confrontations between protesters and police. Two
different demonstrations (the second of which was in solidarity
with local African-Americans against ongoing police brutality)
were both met with police use of tear gas and the batons, as well
as 47 arrests from this action alone.
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ted. On that day a labor march of more then 10,000 defiantly pa-
raded through downtown in protest of the “emergency” ordinances
banning free speech and free assembly. This was done in conjunc-
tion with other direct actions which targeted WTO delegates. At
the end of the day (actually sometime into the night) it was pub-
licly announced that the meetings had utterly broken down due
to internal rifts (and external pressure) and that no “progress” was
made concerning the economic agenda of the coming year... The
meeting was shut down.

The aftermath? Again the poor and working class the world over
were reminded that the ruling class is not omnipotent, not even in
their primary home nation. They can be defeated when we stand
united. As a final thought let it be said that the United States is the
home of Capitalism, and to have gained a serious foothold against
this beast in its own lair is a victory, a clear signal to history that
the time for change is coming.

Peasant Revolt! N30 Black Bloc Communique by
ACME Collective (A communique from one
section of the Black Bloc: N30 in Seattle)

On November 30, several groups of individuals in Black Bloc
attacked various corporate targets in downtown Seattle. Among
them were (to name just a few): Fidelity Investment (major investor
in Occidental Petroleum, the bane of the Uwa tribe in Columbia),
Bank of America, US Bancorp, Key Bank and Washington Mutual
Bank (financial institutions key in the expansion of corporate re-
pression) Old Navy, Banana Republic and the GAP (as Fisher fam-
ily businesses, rapers of Northwest forest lands and sweatshop la-
borers) NikeTown and Levi’s (whose overpriced products are made
in sweatshops) McDonald’s (slave-wage fast-food peddlers respon-
sible for destruction of tropical rainforests for grazing land and
slaughter of animals) Starbucks (peddlers of an addictive substance
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whose products are harvested at below-poverty wages by farmers
who are forced to destroy their own forests in the process) Warner
Bros. (media monopolists) Planet Hollywood (for being Planet Hol-
lywood). This activity lasted for over 5 hours and involved the
breaking of storefront windows and doors and defacing of facades.
Slingshots, newspaper boxes, sledge hammers, mallets, crowbars
and nail-pullers were used to strategically destroy corporate prop-
erty and gain access (one of the three targeted Starbucks and Nike-
town were looted). Eggs filled with glass etching solution, paint-
balls and spray-paint were also used.

The Black Bloc was a loosely organized cluster of affinity groups
and individuals who roamed around downtown, pulled this way by
a vulnerable and significant storefront and that way by the sight of
a police formation. Unlike the vast majority of activists who were
peppersprayed, tear-gassed and shot at with rubber bullets on sev-
eral occasions, most of our section of the Black Bloc escaped seri-
ous injury by remaining constantly in motion and avoiding engage-
ment with the police. We buddied up, kept tight and watched each
others’ backs. Those attacked by federal thugs were un-arrested
by quick-thinking and organized members of the Black Bloc. The
sense of solidarity was awe-inspiring.

THE PEACE POLICE

Unfortunately, the presence and persistence of “peace police”
was quite disturbing. On at least 6 separate occasions, so-called
“nonviolent” activists physically attacked individuals who targeted
corporate property. Some even went so far as to stand in front of
the Niketown super store and tackle and shove the Black Bloc away.
Indeed, such self-described “peace-keepers” posed a much greater
threat to individuals in the Black Bloc than the notoriously violent
uniformed “peace-keepers” sanctioned by the state (undercover of-
ficers have even used the cover of the activist peace-keepers to am-
bush those who engage in corporate property destruction).
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Chapter XII
N16: Cincinnati and The TABD
November 2000

Overview

Between November 16 and 18, 2000, more then 1000 people (200-
300 Black Bloc) converged on the city of Cincinnati, Ohio to express
their opposition to the Capitalist practices of the leading multi-
national corporations. Specifically, the ensuing protests were di-
rected against the annual meeting of the Trans-Atlantic Business
Dialog (TABD).

The TABD is an organization composed of more the 100 CEOs
from the larger corporations such as IBM. It was founded follow-
ing a meeting between the worlds most influential industry heads
held in Seville, Spain 1995. This meeting was facilitated by the Clin-
ton administration’s Commerce Secretary Ron Brown, in part as a
means to allow these large Capitalist movers a means to discuss
their concerns regarding international trade amongst themselves
and with top ranking government officials. This organization has
since crystallized into a powerful Capitalist advocacy group.

The weekend of protest, while small in comparison to the other
mass actions we have discussed, maintained a relative militance
through the activities of the Black Bloc and resulted in significant
corporate property destruction, the overtaking of police barricades
and the subsequent hospitalization of at least one protester (for
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olent protesters only aids and re-inforces the mindset of those in
power.

Believing that sitting in the street and letting oneself be arrested
is the only way to protest and that such actions will stop the police
from using force is naive, if not dishonest. This attitude contributes
to the mainstream media’s attempts at minimizing the importance
of protesters’ statements. The police has learned that arresting
too many militants paralyses the judiciary system (SalAMI’s ar-
gument). That is why they now only arrest a few militants while
gassing and scaring the others until they leave. If a few trash-can
fires can keep the media from covering the actual stakes involved
in protests, than we should be questioning the press and its ties
to those in power rather than dividing a social movement whose
eclectic ideas and actions are its strength. Let us thank the anar-
chists on the front lines if the police consider chalk graffiti and
paint balls to be valid reasons for using batons, like they did last
Monday. The criminal charges which should weigh on those offi-
cers would inflame the courts of justice for much longer than the
simple ‘participation in a riot’...
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RESPONSE TO THE BLACK BLOC

Response to the Black Bloc has highlighted some of the contra-
dictions and internal oppressions of the “nonviolent activist” com-
munity. Aside from the obvious hypocrisy of those who engaged
in violence against black-clad and masked people (many of whom
were harassed despite the fact that they never engaged in property
destruction), there is the racism of privileged activists who can af-
ford to ignore the violence perpetrated against the bulk of soci-
ety and the natural world in the name of private property rights.
Window-smashing has engaged and inspired many of the most op-
pressed members of Seattle’s community more than any giant pup-
pets or sea turtle costumes ever could (not to disparage the effec-
tiveness of those tools in other communities).

TEN MYTHS ABOUT THE BLACK BLOC

Here’s a little something to dispel the myths that have been cir-
culating about the N30 Black Bloc:

1. “They are all a bunch of Eugene anarchists.” While a few may
be anarchists from Eugene, we hail from all over the United
States, including Seattle. In any case, most of us are familiar
with local issues in Seattle (for instance, the recent occupa-
tion of downtown by some of the most nefarious of multina-
tional retailers).

2. “They are all followers of John Zerzan” A lot of rumors
have been circulating that we are followers of John Zerzan,
an anarcho-primitivist author from Eugene who advocates
property destruction. While some of us may appreciate his
writings and analyses, he is in no sense our leader, directly,
indirectly, philosophically or otherwise.

3. “The mass public squat is the headquarters of the anarchists
who destroyed property on November 30th” In reality, most
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of the people in the “Autonomous Zone” squat are residents
of Seattle who have spent most of their time since its open-
ing on the 28th in the squat. While they may know of one
another, the two groups are not co-extensive and in no case
could the squat be considered the headquarters of people
who destroyed property.

. “They escalated situations on the 30th, leading to the tear-

gassing of passive, nonviolent protesters.” To answer this, we
need only note that tear-gassing, pepper-spraying and the
shooting of rubber bullets all began before the Black Blocs
(as far as we know) started engaging in property destruc-
tion. In addition, we must resist the tendency to establish
a causal relationship between police repression and protest
in any form, whether it involved property destruction or not.
The police are charged with protecting the interests of the
wealthy few and the blame for the violence cannot be placed
upon those who protest those interests.

. Conversely: “They acted in response to the police repression.”

While this might be a more positive representation of the
Black Bloc, it is nevertheless false. We refuse to be miscon-
strued as a purely reactionary force. While the logic of the
Black Bloc may not make sense to some, it is in any case a
pro-active logic.

. “They are a bunch of angry adolescent boys.” Aside from the

fact that it belies a disturbing ageism and sexism, it is false.
Property destruction is not merely macho rabble-rousing or
testosterone-laden angst release. Nor is it displaced and re-
action - ary anger. It is strategically and specifically targeted
direct action against corporate interests.

. “They just want to fight” This is pretty absurd, and it conve-

niently ignores the eagerness of “peace police” to fight us. Of

Violence and Pacifism
by Mathieu
(translated from original French by X)

Note: While the below text may, or may not have been written by
a person from within the Black Bloc, we feel that the content of the
material is directly relevant to the Bloc. Therefore we have decided to
include this work in this anthology.

Violence at protests

The unnecessary and repressive means used by the police
against protesters of globalization during G20 this past week in
Montreal once more demonstrate that it is getting tougher and
tougher to protest in Quebec and throughout the World. The po-
lice systematically arrive at protests, which they deem unlawful,
and deal with the situation by using pepper spray and, now, cav-
alry, or by paralyzing neighbor- hoods by cordoning them off with
gigantic ‘sanitary tape. This is just a foretaste of the military state
which will be seen in Quebec City next April. These protests are of-
ten the staging of arbitrary arrests whose sole purpose is to collect
private information about the militants in attendance.

The arrests of more than 100 people in Westmount last May were
apparently a result graffiti drawn on the facade of the Bronfman
family’s home. The real explanation for these arrests were essen-
tially that of ‘illegal assembly, an article which should be con-
tested in supreme court because it contradicts in several points
the charter of participants along with the rights and freedoms
therein. Faced with such overblown opposition, one should not be
surprised to see people using increasingly radical means of resis-
tance. One can hardly remain calm after witnessing the sordid use
of power against the people. For militant pacifists, condemning vi-
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The second day consisted of a demonstration organized by Que-
bec’s second largest trade union, the CNTU. The turnout of around
two hundred protesters was a permitted rally. Despite this, the po-
lice again used heavy-handed methods to control the crowd. Seven
arrests were made in the process of pushing the protesters around
within their legally sanctioned area. These arrests were supposedly
made because the seven had been recognized as participants in the
prior day’s unrest.

Day three consisted mainly of a protest organized by a Montreal
student union which was pacifistic and ultimately non confronta-
tional. This protest had a fairly small turnout and resulted in very
little activity.

From a Black Bloc perspective, the first day was the most signif-
icant. The anarchist tone of the day’s events, the physical nature
of confrontation, which some called hooliganism, made it a classic
Black Bloc protest. It is important to note that the following two
days, which were more structured therefore less openhanded, had
drastically smaller crowds. While some of the numerical change of
the protest can be attributed to the police violence of the 23rd and
even perhaps a feeling among protesters that enough had been ac-
complished, the main reason may be that giving those present free-
dom of action and allowing protests to be multi-representational
leads to a greater resistance.

When pacifistic fundamentalism stifles the voice of dissent, or
when special deals are cut with a police force that has proven itself
irrational, one must not be surprised if many potential demonstra-
tors choose to stay home. This is not to say that pacifists are not a
necessary and integral part of the movement, or that the CNTU’s
efforts are unappreciated. It is just an observation based on a con-
cern for the effectiveness of demonstrations and their actual effect
on creating change.

The three days of protest, regardless of any tactical criticism or
considerations, truly served their purpose in exposing the Group
of 20 for the elitist, capitalist sewing circle, which it is.
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all the groups engaging in direct action, the Black Bloc was
perhaps the least interested in engaging the authorities and
we certainly had no interest in fighting with other anti-WTO
activists (despite some rather strong disagreements over tac-
tics).

“They are a chaotic, disorganized and opportunistic mob.”
While many of us could surely spend days arguing over what
“chaotic” means, we were certainly not disorganized. The
organization may have been fluid and dynamic, but it was
tight. As for the charge of opportunism, it would be hard
to imagine who of the thousands in attendance didn’t take
advantage of the opportunity created in Seattle to advance
their agenda. The question becomes, then, whether or not
we helped create that opportunity and most of us certainly
did (which leads us to the next myth)

“They don’t know the issues” or “they aren’t activists who’ve
been working on this” While we may not be professional ac-
tivists, we’ve all been working on this convergence in Seattle
for months. Some of us did work in our home-towns and oth-
ers came to Seattle months in advance to work on it. To be
sure, we were responsible for many hundreds of people who
came out on the streets on the 30th, only a very small minor-
ity of which had anything to do with the Black Bloc. Most
of us have been studying the effects of the global economy,
genetic engineering, resource extraction, transportation, la-
bor practices, elimination of indigenous autonomy, animal
rights and human rights and we’ve been doing activism on
these issues for many years. We are neither ill-informed nor
unexperienced.

“Masked anarchists are anti-democratic and secretive be-
cause they hide their identities.” Let’s face it (with or with-
out a mask)—we aren’t living in a democracy right now. If
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this week has not made it plain enough, let us remind you—
we are living in a police state. People tell us that if we re-
ally think that we’re right, we wouldn’t be hiding behind
masks. “The truth will prevail” is the assertion. While this
is a fine and noble goal, it does not jive with the present re-
ality. Those who pose the greatest threat to the interests of
Capital and State will be persecuted. Some pacifists would
have us accept this persecution gleefully. Others would tell
us that it is a worthy sacrifice. We are not so morose. Nor do
we feel we have the privilege to accept persecution as a sacri-
fice: persecution to us is a daily inevitability and we treasure
our few freedoms. To accept incarceration as a form of flat-
tery betrays a large amount of “first world” privilege. We feel
that an attack on private property is necessary if we are to
rebuild a world which is useful, healthful and joyful for ev-
eryone. And this despite the fact that hypertrophied private
property rights in this country translate into felony charges
for any property destruction over $250.

MOTIVATIONS OF THE BLACK BLOC

The primary purpose of this communique is to diffuse some of
the aura of mystery that surrounds the Black Bloc and make some
of its motivations more transparent, since our masks cannot be.

ON THE VIOLENCE OF PROPERTY

We contend that property destruction is not a violent activity
unless it destroys lives or causes pain in the process. By this defi-
nition, private property—especially corporate private property—is
itself infinitely more violent than any action taken against it.

Private property should be distinguished from personal property.
The latter is based upon use while the former is based upon trade.
The premise of personal property is that each of us has what s/
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Chapter XI

Montreal Actions Against The
G20

October 2000

Overview

The days of October 23rd to 25th were days of protest against
the “Group of 20” meeting in Montreal. The Group of 20 is an orga-
nization made up of the world’s seven wealthiest nations (group of
seven), the World Bank, the IMF, and several of the bigger develop-
ing third world nations. This group was founded in order to insure
the stability of the world financial market. The whole shebang is
essentially an unholy trinity consisting of the father (G7), the son
(WB), and the holy spirit (IMF) followed by an avarice-fueled Amen
from third world puppet leaders. Christian analogies aside, the G20
is an innovation which anyone against the ravages of Capitalism
must recognize as an enemy organization.

The three day protest was at its most intense on the first day. The
23rd involved around a thousand people representing a wide vari-
ety of groups. Near the end of the day, demonstrators began pelt-
ing the building in which the G20 was meeting with paint bombs.
A trash can was also lit on fire. This, coupled with the paint, threw
the police into a frenzy of pepper spraying, clubbing and 39 arrests.
The Black Bloc, small but well organized, took part in the paint
bombing and subsequent free-for-all with the cops.
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useful for engaging in direct action, and is also strategically use-
ful for swaying hearts and minds over to the anarchist cause. Any
action that allows us to express the sentiment “No Gods, No Mas-
ters!” in both a poetic way, and in a way that actually dethrones
the gods and masters, is exactly what I'm looking for. Anyone have
any thoughts on this? Please email me at treesong@treesong.org If
you have security concerns about discussing strategy over e-mail,
you might try using a library e-mail station to retain some degree
of anonymity, or stick to suggestions that don’t overtly suggest
illegal actions, such as the Black Bloc gardening example above.
However you manage to do this though, let’s get some discussion
going; together, we can make the joys and freedom of anarchism a
reality.
Thanks,
Treesong
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he needs. The premise of private property is that each of us has
something that someone else needs or wants. In a society based on
private property rights, those who are able to accrue more of what
others need or want have greater power. By extension, they wield
greater control over what others perceive as needs and desires, usu-
ally in the interest of increasing profit to themselves.

Advocates of “free trade” would like to see this process to its
logical conclusion: a network of a few industry monopolists with
ultimate control over the lives of the everyone else. Advocates of
“fair trade” would like to see this process mitigated by government
regulations meant to superficially impose basic humanitarian stan-
dards. As anarchists, we despise both positions.

Private property—and capitalism, by extension—is intrinsically
violent and repressive and cannot be reformed or mitigated.
Whether the power of everyone is concentrated into the hands
of a few corporate heads or diverted into a regulatory apparatus
charged with mitigating the disasters of the latter, no one can be
as free or as powerful as they could be in a non-hierarchical society.

When we smash a window, we aim to destroy the thin veneer of
legitimacy that surrounds private property rights. At the same time,
we exorcise that set of violent and destructive social relationships
which has been imbued in almost everything around us. By “de-
stroying” private property, we convert its limited exchange value
into an expanded use value. A storefront window becomes a vent to
let some fresh air into the oppressive atmosphere of a retail outlet
(at least until the police decide to tear-gas a nearby road blockade).
A newspaper box becomes a tool for creating such vents or a small
blockade for the reclamation of public space or an object to im-
prove one’s vantage point by standing on it. A dumpster becomes
an obstruction to a phalanx of rioting cops and a source of heat
and light. A building facade becomes a message board to record
brainstorm ideas for a better world.

After N30, many people will never see a shop window or a ham-
mer the same way again. The potential uses of an entire cityscape
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have increased a thousandfold. The number of broken windows
pales in comparison to the number broken spells—spells cast by
a corporate hegemony to lull us into forgetfulness of all the vio-
lence committed in the name of private property rights and of all
the potential of a society without them. Broken windows can be
boarded up (with yet more waste of our forests) and eventually re-
placed, but the shattering of assumptions will hopefully persist for
some time to come.

Against Capital and State, the ACME Collective

Disclaimer: these [above] observations and analyses represent
only those of the ACME Collective and should not be construed to
be representative of the rest of the Black Bloc on N30 or anyone
else who engaged in riot or property destruction that day.

Black Block Participant Interview
by Steve Of Active Transformation

The following is an interview with an anarchist participant in the
Seattle Shutdown the WTO demonstrations that will be appearing
in the upcoming issue of Active Transformation. We believe this
interview displays some important observations about the protests
and the many participants, as well as the future of revolutionary
anarchist struggle. For security reasons the interview subject did
not give their name.

AT: First off what made you decide to go to Seattle?

BB: I had a feeling it would be important. I remember read-
ing about the WTO in an anarchist newspaper from Minneapolis
called The Blast, probably 4 years ago... and it stuck with me as
a pretty evil entity. I had not heard much of it since, until about
a year before the Seattle demo. The various People’s Global Ac-
tion events, especially the J18 demos against the G8, had been
very inspiring. I always felt like protests in the U.S. have always
been disappointing—but the preparation for N30 seemed interest-
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The Bloc’s activity in St. Louis involved little if any violence yet
the preparations for such an eventuality showed signs of a move-
ment which is acquiring a strong sense of itself and its legitimacy.

Black Bloc! Congrats and Strategy
Carbondale, Illinois, October 2000
by Treesong

Hello all,
It was great to see some fellow Black Bloc anarchists out there
for O17! I couldn’t participate much in your planning and shield
wielding because I was working with my own local affinity group,
but it was great to have you there, and I was more than happy to
dress in black and join in the drumming and chanting. “I scream,
you scream, we all scream for anarchy!” has got to be one of my
personal favorites! Speaking as someone with very few anarchists
in my home town, the huge circle A banner and the more classic
homemade black flag were a joy to behold. In addition to thank-
ing all you wonderful folks for being there, I'm also looking for
open minded anarchists who are willing to discuss creative resis-
tance techniques. An example comes to mind: someone related a
story to me that at one of the mass demos, anarchists alerted the
press that they would be doing an action at a particular street cor-
ner. When the reporters got there, they were expecting something
along the lines of blockades, window smashing, etc., but what they
found was anarchists doing guerrilla gardening and teaching it to
children and the community. That’s the sort of action that really
makes people think, eh? The shields were a great idea too, because
they offered both a stunning, thought-provoking visual image and
a useful tool for defense, should the need arise. What I am look-
ing for is just that sort of thing—strategies that will unite thought
and action for the maximum effectiveness in all that we say and
do. We need to think and act in a way that is both strategically
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Chapter X

017: Saint Louis and Another
Debate

October 2000

Overview

St. Louis was the stage for the third and final presidential debate.
Ralph Nader and a whole slew of other leftists gathered outside
and protested the debate as yet another exclusive anti-progressive
media event. There were speeches, chants, marching and sit-ins.
The Black Bloc made an appearance numbering under a hundred.

The Black Bloc’s showing for this protest impressed many peo-
ple, not so much because of numbers but because of homemade
shields, goggles, gas masks, and cheerleaders. The appearance of
the Bloc at O17 was very positive. The absence of the usual con-
flicting reports from other protesters indicates that the Bloc was
both appreciated and supported, especially when the speech por-
tion of the protest ended and those who attended started marching
and meeting with police resistance. At this crucial point, the Bloc’s
presence and readiness to protect and serve the cause and its people
was felt.

The police pepper sprayed, clubbed, and arrested some
protesters (7) at the end of the evening. Interestingly enough, this
police intimidation of protesters took place after the Bloc had al-
ready dispersed itself as a result of internal concerns.
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ing. There was a sense from the beginning that it would be a mass
event, even if not extremely militant. On the chance that it might
be a massive protest against global capitalism, me and a few others
decided to go.

I had no reason to believe it would be so successful at disrupting
the WTO’s ability to function or even exist, at this point.

AT: Why do you think the protests were so successful?

BB: I think this was probably the most important event for the
American left in the last twenty years. There have been large events,
like the Gulf War protests, etc., but not that have been so diverse
and interested in disrupting business as usual, and then being suc-
cessful.

There were three main reasons the protests were so successful.
The first reason was that there were hundreds of different orga-
nizations: labor, environmental, anarchist, students, women, anti-
sweatshop—the whole spectrum. This alone didn’t do it though.
What made it powerful was that it was pretty understood this was
not going to be a passive, stand in the street and give speeches, ap-
peal to the masters, kinda demo. It was well understood by all that
it was going to be about disrupting the conference—and that is a
big step for the American movement.

The second reason it was so successful was that the strategy de-
veloped through the Direct Action Network meetings the entire
week was anarchism in action. The plan developed was based on
affinity groups, which are small clusters of people who know each
other who have similar political goals or desires, etc. What we did
was divide the downtown area into pie slices, with the convention
center as ground zero. Then, different affinity groups would take re-
sponsibility for different slices, and plan however they saw fit cause
disruption that would hinder the operation of the conference. This
made police disruption utterly impossible. The cops could foresee
very little since the strategy was so decentralized among closely
knit groups.
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The third, and most controversial reason, was that of the Black
Bloc elevating the protest to a different extreme level. I am not
saying that the Black Block was more radical or more politically
advanced, but that the key to the success of the protest was the
diversity of tactics, interrelating in a number of ways to cause dis-
ruption that was not policeable.

AT: Could you talk a little bit about the anarchist Black Bloc?

BB: Before I do that I would like to mention that anarchists
were not isolated in the Black Bloc. There were anarchists involved
in every possible way. There were anarchist labor activists, pup-
peteers, non-violent lockdown blockaders, marching musicians,
medics, communication people, media people, whatever as well as
a group of about two hundred in black masks who had prepared,
also in affinity groups, to do as much symbolic physical damage to
multi-national capitalism as possible.

I have seen Black Blocks used in protests in the U.S. a lot but
never so successfully. It is important to note that the Black Block
was not the result of some conspiracy. It too happened quite spon-
taneously, with people who came from all over the country—with
similar desires.

The day started with Black Block people in small groups mak-
ing impromptu blockades with whatever was handy in the streets:
dumpsters, newspaper boxes, warning tape, planters, among other
things. In addition to this the black clad anarchists supplemented
attempts to make human blockades at the Sheraton hotel, where
many delegates, and across the street at the convention center.
Where the pacifist lines were weak, the Black Block would fill in
and create a second line, further away from the police. They would
also surround delegates in the street and force them, non-violently,
to alter course away from the hotels or the convention center. At
one point a delegate pulled a handgun on protesters, at which point
the protesters hit the deck, and the delegate was escorted through
the police line, gun still in hand.
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lice barriers between seated protesters and police in order to block
oncoming horse and riot police. The message: we respect and will
assist all those struggling against capitalism and the state. Some-
times our tactics differ, and yes, sometimes we make mistakes, but
we’re here for each other.

To an equal or even greater extent, the bloc needs softcore peace-
ful protesters as well. The community created in the streets through
singing, peaceful blockading, puppet shows, etc.is inspiring and im-
portant. Not only does it add to the festive mood of protest events,
it also makes for good public relations, which is essential at this
point. Softcore folks also provide inspiring numbers and support,
and their contributions are just as important as those practicing
direct action.

These differing tactics can coexist simultaneously, and add to
the strength of our movement when they do. The Black Bloc will
continue to break police lines, occupy buildings, takeover areas,
unarrest people, etc. with the goal of moving from protest to ac-
tual resistance. This does not preclude anyone else from less con-
frontational tactics. I, for one, also commit myself fully to avoiding
placing people who do not want to confront the police in danger-
ous positions. This means that I will avoid inciting the police and
running off leaving others in harm’s way. We need to use all sorts
of tactics to achieve our common goals. This is one of our greatest
strengths, and confuses the hell out of the police who are trying to
shut us down. Let’s try to communicate without placing blame on
one another. If we do, I am extremely confident that we can coor-
dinate actions which allow room for multiple tactical angles, and
fuel the unity and momentum of our growing movement.

SOLIDARITY NOW AND FOREVER! DON’T LET ANYONE
DIVIDE US!

-one participant in the 03 Black Bloc
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our demonstration to the debate center itself, and block the par-
ticipants from leaving for as long as possible. Because the police
violently prevented us from doing so, we were forced to engage
them. Had we made it to the center it would have provided mas-
sive media coverage and effectively communicated the outrage we
feel toward our misrepresentative political system. Some Greens
contend that in blocking participants from entering/leaving the de-
bates, we are acting undemocratically and violating their freedom.
I contend that our political machinery, which is propped up by il-
lusions of democracy such as the meaningless corporate debates
violates our fundamental freedoms daily. In order to free ourselves,
and consequently our brothers and sisters, we must attack such a
system and attack it intelligently. If in the process we violate the
“freedoms” of corporate elites to rule us, so be it. Many Greens,
and also many anarchists, were disapproving toward those in the
crowd who launched plastic bottles and occasional sticks at the
riot police, some calling this “violence. The projectiles, however,
had no capability of harming the well-protected officers, but served
as an effective distraction and annoyance. When police are pelted
with small, harmless objects, they can’t pay as much attention to
beating back those on the front lines who are trying to breech the
barriers. There were also complaints that the bloc would rush the
police, then run away, leaving peaceful protesters vulnerable to at-
tack. Such is a complete misperception. Yes, after one of the orderly
breeches of the blockades, the police rushed us and some retreated.
Yet, those who retreated did so to gather medics for the injured and
to regroup to decide how to proceed. The plan was that while the
police were busy handling the initial broken blockade, we would
rush forward at another point. This plan failed due to lack of gen-
eral coordination. But let me assure anyone who felt betrayed that
we are here to protect you as much as we’re here to defy the po-
lice. Also, ALL of those beaten and sprayed as a result of the rush
were blocers, many of them my close friends. As a testament of
support, we risked our own safety to dislodge and drag many po-
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One false line that is being pushed by the mainstream media, as
well as a lot of underground media was that the violent police re-
sponse was somehow caused by the property destruction. I would
like to state that the police violence had begun by 9 am., in re-
sponse to very successful street and doorway blockades, way be-
fore the window breaking began shortly after “Reclaim the Streets”
at 11 a.m. They began with tear gas, rubber bullets, etc. The first
window broken actually was when a tear gas grenade was shot
through a store window.

There had been minor property “transformation” throughout the
morning, and even the day before. It was mostly graffiti—on buses,
cop cars, the Sheraton, etc. The day before N30 a protest at Mc-
Donalds sponsored by French Farmers, caused minor destruction
to windows, etc. It should have been a sign of what was to come.

When the large scale window breaking began it was quite awe-
inspiring. All of a sudden people we were walking with pulled out
all sorts of tools: nail pullers, hammers, crow bars. They then pro-
ceeded to very quickly knock windows out of every bank, upper
class or multi-national clothing store. I even saw a woman smash-
ing an ATM machine with a sledge hammer. I was afraid at any
moment a police tactical team would break through the crowd and
violently assault the Black Block.

AT: On 60 Minutes they put most of the emphasis on the anar-
chists from Eugene, OR. Do you think they are responsible for what
happened?

BB: While I know they were there, the Black Bloc had a few hun-
dred people in it. I know there were people there from all over the
country. The Eugene people have just been very open about vio-
lent demo tactics. The 60 Minutes episode really does disfavor to
revolutionary anarchism, in that it portrays all anarchists through
the eyes and mouths of the primitivists—who in my mind make
up a small minority of anarchist activists. The primitivists put anti-
technology and environmentalism at the forefront of their politics,
and downplay, in my opinion, the real social and class struggle that
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has to take place. While the primitivist critique is useful, it ignores
the liberatory aspects of technology. Without computers Seattle
would not have happened the way it did. Also drawing a line be-
tween the Unabomber and anarchism has serious marginalizing
consequences.

AT: Could you talk a little bit about the police response to the
events in Seattle?

BB: I would say that they messed up big time, way to our advan-
tage. The first day they thought they would be effective by under-
mining what they thought to be our strategy of filling up the jails.
They planned to make no arrests, and just use plenty of non-lethal
force. That non-lethal force just strengthened people’s resolve to
disrupt the conference. It also transformed a lot of people to move
away from strict pacifism. It is easier to remain a pacifist if you’ve
never felt the force of the state. When their strategy failed all they
could do was try and maintain the police lines, which they had a
lot of trouble with.

By the end of the first day a State of Civil Emergency had been
declared and there was a lot of criticism of the more destructive
activists. The police and the city had an opportunity to turn things
around for themselves and they blew it. The cops went on a ram-
page for 24 hours indiscriminately attacking people all over the
city. While they arrested a lot of activists for civil disobedience,
the brunt of the force was directed against non-activist civilians.
The police were already under a lot of heat for mishandling the
day before. With the ensuing day of police rioting they had turned
our struggle into a much more popular struggle, and the cops lost
all respect.

AT: How do you view the other groups that were out there, like
the environmental and labor groups?

BB: They were all critical to the success of the demonstration. It
was the barrage from all sides that led to the all-consuming critique
that has spread out across the country. Before N30 next to no one
has heard of the WTO. And now almost everyone has heard of it
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set had Nader entered the debates. I personally think that he would
have undermined the validity of both mainstream candidates and
brought forth important issues which could have persuaded the
American public to question the corporate power structure. On the
other hand, I do not support his bid for the presidency because
I do not support the concept of the presidency. In fact, I would
rather have more openly oppressive conservative politicians come
to power than more subtly oppressive liberals. No matter who wins,
the poor lose, and will continue to until we all rise up and de-
mand fundamental control over our political and economic deci-
sions. And flagrant oppression breeds dissent while subtle oppres-
sion breeds apathy and complacence. Nevertheless, we were all in
Boston a few days ago to expose the debates as a corporate, elitist
mockery of democracy. I believe we can all agree with that.

Given that goal, softcore and hardcore tactics were both appro-
priate and didn’t need to conflict with one another. Because it is
the disruptive, as well as creative and noisy, nature of protest that
attracts media attention, civil disobedience was a good choice. Vir-
tually all disobedience was also perfectly constitutional, given that
UMass is public property and that it has been specified by the U.S.
Supreme Court that protests “must be allowed to occur within the
reasonable sight and hearing range of those against whom or for
whom the participants are demonstrating.” When the police cre-
ated a “free speech zone” barring demonstrators from the general
vicinity of the Debate center, our civil rights were violated. There-
fore, we were absolutely justified in attempting to breech those
barriers. Additionally, even if such a move were not protected by
the U.S. Constitution, we have an ethical right to participate in our
political system, and to impede the functioning of, and indeed re-
move, that system if it no longer serves the people. So, some within
the Black Bloc chose to push back, tear down, and rush some of
the barricades. This was not an attempt to incite the police to at-
tack us, however. We are not masochistic, nor do we want merely
to “fight with the police” As I understand it, we wanted to move
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The Black Bloc and Movement Solidarity<em>by
BB, October 2000

Despite differences in tactics, and sometimes over arching strat-
egy, I believe deeply that those committed to peaceful protest and
those committed to assertive direct action can work in unison. If
we defuse unnecessary animosities and attempt to open communi-
cation, we can both work toward each other’s mutual benefit.

Disclaimer: I speak only for myself and use the pronoun “we” for
functional reasons only.

Essentially, we are all disgusted with the current economic sys-
tem which places power in the hands of an elite few at the ex-
treme support us detriment to humanity and the natural world.
We are also equally disgusted by the current American political
system which strips every individual the right to assert her/his po-
litical power and forces us to choose between a few party-backed,
corporately-sponsored puppets to make decisions for us. These sys-
tems continue to exist because of well orchestrated illusions called
representative democracy and the free market. We are demanding,
I presume, that the fundamentally misleading and tyrannical na-
ture of these systems be exposed. Simultaneously, we are commit-
ted to exploring and implementing political and economic alterna-
tives such as direct democracy, community control of resources, co-
operative labor, and establishing autonomy. Some, including many
Naderites, believe that these goals can be forwarded by strengthen-
ing leftist power within the political structure, and forcing it to pro-
vide concessions to disenfranchised and oppressed people. Others,
including many within the bloc, reject this strategy as being coun-
terproductive, directing revolutionary political energy into bureau-
cratic and ultimately meaningless reforms which fail to change the
actual power structure of the state.

Despite these differences, however, we can work together to for-
ward our collective goals. Few within the bloc would have been up-
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and has a bad taste in their mouth about it. The coalition that shut
down the WTO ministerial was extremely diverse and that is what
made it powerful.

Even within the categories of labor and environmental groups
there is a huge diversity. You go from Earth First! to the Sierra Club,
and from the AFL-CIO to the Longshoresmen. While the more lib-
eral groups made it a mass event, the more radical groups trans-
formed the day into a celebration of anti-capitalist disruption. The
Longshoremen and Sheetmetal workers both broke with the labor
marshals plans to divert the demos away from the action down-
town. The Sheetmetal workers came and stood against the police
lines and faced tear gas with the rest of us. Other unions did the
same the next day.

AT: What meaning does Seattle have for the larger movement?

BB: I can only begin to answer this in a brief context. First off it
provides evidence of at least two really important things: that there
is a movement and that we can win. The graffiti on walls all over
the city stated clearly “We Are Winning!”. By that evening when
the state of civil emergency was declared the downtown had been
completely altered—it felt like a revolution was underway—it was
really powerful. I know that people came back to their cities totally
energized to carry on the struggle.

We need these boosts. So often it feels like there is no hope for
a better future. That has changed drastically for me. Another thing
was that in talking with people over the next couple of days I got
the impression that a good majority of the people who came out
were new, young activists. That for me is really exciting. I am sure
they have been totally empowered by the experience and will make
our movement entirely more vibrant.

I think it is important that we build on the foundation of Seattle.
We need to take advantage of this chance to dialogue between dif-
ferent groups. The chance for communication between labor, an-
archist, and environmental groups is open to us all to learn and
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develop stronger ties. We must continue to push for strategies that
challenge the power of business and state, not appeal to it.

We also need to root our struggles in the communities we live
in and around issues of oppression and injustice that are every-
day issues to people all around us. There has been a large critique
among people of color that the largely white anti-WTO protesters
mobilize against injustice around the world—but fail to connect,
prioritize, or even attempt to understand with important struggles
going on right here. That is one of the critical lessons we need to
take to heart.

AT: So what can we look forward to next?

BB: Besides the plethora of local issues and projects we can get
involved in there are a few potentially interesting things on the
near horizon. In April the International Money Fund is having an
international conference in D.C. It is questionably the WTO’s big-
ger, eviller brother. People’s Global Action has also called for the
next big international day of action against global capitalism to be
on Mayday, May 1st this year. There are already plans in the works
for events in Seattle, Detroit, Phoenix, London, and Shut Down
Wall Street in New York City, as well as a number of other cities
around the world.

One critical thing to remember is that there are a number of
people facing charges from the Seattle events, some of which a very
serious. It is critical to the growth of a healthy radical movement
that we do the necessary legal support to free these folks and get
them back out in the streets with us.
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arresting quite a few people (I myself saw three, and I was a little
busy to do much looking around).

After a little while most of the people in front of the barricades
were either arrested, in the back getting medical help, or once again
among the crowd. This is where the Black Bloc took to defending
the barricade however we could (holding them in place, throwing
them back at police, and fighting). This kept the police busy, buy-
ing valuable time to people trying to move away, and also allow-
ing those engaging in nonviolent resistance to re-organize, so that
when we retreated, which we did after repeated gassing, there was
another line ready to resist. This shows perfectly well that differ-
ent tactics can, and should, be used together in order to be more
effective, and we are more than open to that. Our objection is to
people who interfere with us, showing a total lack of respect for
people with different opinions and tactics, as well as disparaging
us by calling us “cowards” and “hooligans.”

That was essentially the last conflict of the night.

I think that what many fail to understand is that as anarchists
we are opposed to capitalism and the state and with the Black Blocs
we are attempting to take resistance a step further through direct
action. It is also important to note that all decisions in the block are
taken through consensus and we always keep the safety of others
well in mind. We do not expect, or ask, that everybody agree with
our tactics, but we do expect the same respect from others that we
give to them.

It is very unfortunate that some people (a minority however, as
many cheered us on or wished us good luck despite not participat-
ing) are so ideologically narrow on the issue of tactics that they
have to resort to insults, interference, and lies in order to try to
maintain the moral high ground that they so cherish.

For class war,<em> Nicolas
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choice. They walked across, hands in the air, only to be gassed and
clubbed by the police. After that things died down for the next few
hours, and we actually lost a few people who thought that the night
as over.

taround 11:30 everybody knocked over the barricades and began
sitting down in the street in front of the riot cops. Honestly I, as
well as most of the bloc, was relatively far when that happened
so I don’t know too much about that particular action. What I do
know is that by the time the Black Block got back together about
100 people were sitting in the street in front of the cops. The Black
Bloc proceeded to grab as many barricades as possible and blocking
the road with them. Eventually quite a few of them were stacked
so that they provided a decent defense against cops.

On a side note, a further example of the intolerance of some to-
wards our views (in Seattle so called pacifists physically attacked
anarchists, de masked them, impeded their actions, etc), somebody
had no better idea than to yank the black flag that somebody was
holding atop the barricade, run back with it, throw it on the ground,
and begin stomping on it. This obviously led to a near brawl, and
what was funniest was that some people were telling us to “calm
down” and “stop it” In any case, a standoff ensued for the next
15 minutes approximately, with the riot cops facing us, about 50
non-violent protestors sitting on the cops side of the barricade, the
actual barricade, and then the Black Block. The people sitting in
front of the cops made it clear to us that they were willing to be
arrested, and therefore did not want us to try to pull them away
from the police which was fine.

However, when the riot police moved forward, beating their ba-
tons on their shields, and began gassing and beating people several
yelled out for help and held their hands back so that somebody
could grab them. Again, the Black Bloc, described by some of our
so called allies as “hooligans” and “cowards,” obliged, putting them-
selves in the middle of the baton swinging cops and effectively de-
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Chapter IV
A16: DC and The IMF/WB
April 2000

Overview

Between April 15th and April 17th over 40,000 people converged
on Washington DC to protest against global Capitalism and specif-
ically against the continuing practices and policies of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund/World Bank (IMF/WB) which are consis-
tently devoid of any substantive environmental concerns and are
clearly in contrast to the interests of the world’s poor and working
classes. The protests were called by various elements of the Left
in response to meetings being held by these organizations which
were to take place during this time at the World Bank building.

As with most recent large demonstrations, the protest con-
stituency was composed of three elements:

1. A large number of Liberal/Reformists from within Non-
governmental Organizations (NGOs) and organized labor
(i.e. AFL/CIO) This contingent was present in mass on April
16th, and primarily concerned itself with a legal rally at the
Washington Monument. Their number can be estimated at
30,000.

2. A significant number of Left Liberals, Greens, Socialists,
Communists, environmentalists and Anarchists. This con-
tingent, organized in part through the Direct Action Net-
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work, utilized a participatory consensus based means of
democratic organization and was committed to following
through with acts of non-violent civil disobedience. This
group’s stated goal was prevent the meetings from taking
place. Their number, as of April 16th, can be estimated at
between 10,000 to 15,000.

3. A tightly knit grouping of militant Anarchists known com-
monly as the Black Bloc. This contingent was organized in-
ternally through the various revolutionary Anarchist feder-
ations and informal networks. As a group it also utilized
directly democratic, consensus based organizational means,
while maintaining a fluid yet distinct identity/relationship
with the larger protest contingents. Tactically, they hoped
to maintain themselves as a highly mobile regiment capable
of absorbing and reversing police and/or National Guard as-
saults if deemed necessary. Disrupting the status quo of Cap-
italism was definitely a conscious goal. Their numbers on
April 16th can be estimated somewhere slightly over 1000
and somewhat less on April 17th

The combined tactics of these three groupings culminated on
Sunday, April 16th with large parts of the city being effectively
occupied by demonstrators. All the obvious above ground access
routs to the site of the meetings were cut off. Police were prevented
from moving freely throughout these areas. Additionally police as-
saults on non-violent blockaders from the second contingent were,
on several occasions, beaten back by physical means by the Black
Bloc. By nightfall, 40 were arrested. However, the protests failed to
shut down the meetings. This can partially be attributed to the gov-
ernment’s likely use of restricted underground access ways into the
convention center as a means of transporting IMF/WB delegates.

While April 16th was the most effective day and involved the
most people, actions were also conducted by small affinity groups
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demonstrators at several times, despite having to endure interfer-
ence and insults from some groups of protestors. The Black Bloc at
yesterdays demos/actions was, in my opinion, quite effective given
the lack of backing and our own numbers. At the first event of
the day, the Freedom for Sale trail, there really wasn’t much of a
Black Block to speak of, just a few random packs of masked anar-
chists, which was fine because there really wasn’t much need for a
Black Bloc at the time. For the march from Dudley to UMASS there
was quite a few more people masked up, and several attempts to
get people together, but they quickly disintegrated. Frankly at one
point many people were quite disheartened by what seemed to be
an irremediable disaster of a block.

However, as the march neared the debate site and police lines
could be seen not far off we managed to mass everybody up at the
front and form two lines of people, arms linked. While this did give
the press some good photo opportunities, at the time it turned out
to be pointless as the cop line wasn’t stopping us at that point. It
did however serve to get us together, keep us together (relatively),
and get us started organizing. In all at it’s peak moments the Black
Bloc probably had around 50-60 people in it.

Once at the actual police barricades/lines we grouped to decide
what we would do in view of the situation and our size. At around
8:30 we decided to storm the police. Personally, I viewed it more
as a symbolic battle than anything else given that it was highly
unlikely given the ridiculous amount of cops present that we would
make it through. We went at it however we could (kicks, poles, etc)
but where eventually pushed back by a combination of batons and
pepper spray. If I understood correctly three people were arrested
in the clash as the cops pulled them over the barricades. Another
who has about three quarters of the way gone was successfully
unarrested as people swarmed the two cops that had him.

Afterwards some other activists decided that they were going to
go over the barricade peacefully. Of course to me, this is suicidal
pacifist self-martyrization, but if they choose to do it that’s their
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Bloc from destroying corporate property. In Boston this consisted
of cheers, jeers, and somebody stomping on a black flag.

All in all, the first debate was not a monumental protest event
since the whole rigged corporate feel of the proceedings was not
of great importance from any standpoint anyway. However, the
Bloc’s attendance was a remarkable thing in a public relations way,
in that it further instilled the image of Anarchism as a very real and
consistent movement counteracting the depraved social landscape
of the American political “shitstem.”

The more interaction other people have with the Bloc the bet-
ter. It is important for folks to have first-hand dealings with Anar-
chism, as the vividness of personal experience emboldens people
to question themselves more actively than they usu- ally do based
on second-hand words or television images.

So, Boston was a worthwhile action demonstrating the neces-
sary commitment of the local Anarchists to letting no silly politi-
cal aberrations get through un-molested which is a fine thing. Why
should the two-headed monster get to talk to itself without inter-
ruption while a country watches in silent stupor?

This is not to say that most people are dumb or that Nader
supporters are inconsequential. However, Nader, though probably
well-intentioned, is essentially just adding another temporary head
to the aforementioned monster. This cannot be ignored and it is
imperative that this issue be addressed.

Black Block Perspective on Boston O3
by Nicolas of The Barricada Collective
October 4, 2000

Note: Please keep in mind that these are simply my views and do
not necessarily represent those of the entire Black Bloc.

The Black Bloc at O3 was quite effective given it’s numbers,
and contrary to the claims of some, provided crucial assistance to
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during the week prior to the main event. Also, on April 15th a
large march against the prison industrial complex involving a cou-
ple thousand people took place. This march lacked a formal Black
Bloc. Subsequently, while in a state of peaceful disbursement, the
police blockaded approximately 600 people from the rear of the
march with relative ease. At that point the police proceeded to ar-
rest (nearly) all of these protesters. To our knowledge, only two
of these individuals escaped incarceration by descending into the
sewer system through a manhole (they were both Black Bloc anar-
chists).

In addition, April 17th saw more mass protests. However, this
day was marked by relatively heavy police repression (supported
by the presence of the National Guard) and bloody street fighting
between the Black Bloc and the State. By the end of the day, over
700 more people ended up in jail (bringing the several day total to
1350), including approximately 20 from within the Black Bloc. A
total of three federal felony charges were filed, including at least
one directed against a Black Bloc anarchist. What ensued was a 5
day period of jail resistance from within the penal system under
the banner of “Jail Solidarity.”

This strategy called for collective bargaining of release con-
ditions, non-violent resistance/non-cooperation, a building of re-
spect and solidarity with the general prison population and func-
tioned according to consensus. Of those arrested, 155 persons took
part, including a small number from the Black Bloc. The presence
of the Bloc in jail proved important in that it curtailed what would
have otherwise been a Liberal, Pacifist tone of the prisoner com-
muniques. In the men’s wing of the prison, such Anarchists helped
(not without non-Bloc support) push the social/ political analysis
of the jailed activists in a more thorough/radical direction. This
was achieved through the democratic consensus process by which
the prisoners made all collective decisions including the official en-
dorsements of composed messages to the outside. In this way the
few individuals attached to the Bloc were able to block any motions
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which publicly endorsed simple reformism and/or ideological Paci-
fism.

Overall, the strategy of Jail Solidarity meet with relative success
which included a lessening of charges and fines of $5 and the re-
lease of prisoners without having to present identification. The pris-
oners were released on April 21st and April 22nd.

The A16 action is considered a success as it proved beyond a
shadow of a doubt that Seattle was not a fluke. Once again, thou-
sands mobilized and confronted the Capitalist State while risking
both physical harm and jail. In short, even though the IMF/WB was
still able to meet, the demonstrations proved that such an arbitrary
organization of the world economy towards the elitist ends of the
ruling class can not freely occur with out popular resistance.

In addition, the activity of the Black Bloc proved effective in con-
junction with other means of direct action. Importantly, the Bloc
managed to make inroads into the consciousness of the larger so-
cial protest movement by providing non-violent activists physical
protection from State brutality and by fighting fire with fire. The
combined tactics of April 16th utterly demoralized the police, caus-
ing them relative confusion and immobilization.

A16 REVOLUTIONARY ANTI-CAPITALIST
BLOC STATEMENT [The Call]

We are all active organizers and participants of the upcoming
protests surrounding the IMF and World Bank on April 9-17. For
us, these institutions are beyond reform. In addition to simply be-
ing “undemocratic” in themselves, they play a key role within a
global capitalist system that must be abolished outright. That is
why we are working with all our energy to bring the most effec-
tive resistance possible against them to the streets of Washington,
D.C.
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Chapter IX
03: Boston and The Debate
October 2000

Overview

On October 3, 2000, the first presidential debate between George
W. Bush and Al Gore took place in Boston, Massachusetts. This
elite and exclusive (ask the Green Party) political fiasco was held
on the University of Massachusetts campus and was met by protest,
mostly from liberal supporters of Ralph Nader.

The Black Bloc, consisting of about sixty people, was also in
attendance, providing both healthy physicality and anti-electoral
gusto to the unholy proceedings. The overall crowd made up sev-
eral thousand people and was stifled by the police who behaved in
their usual pepper-spraying, club-swinging way.

The Black Bloc’s actions outside the debate hall consisted of
physically representing the anarchist option to a corrupt “demo-
cratic” system and also to remind the cops that arresting protesters
can sometimes take work. The peaceful sit-in protesters found
themselves prey to the repressive methods of police crowd control
which resulted in the Bloc de-arresting several people.

This Boston action also witnessed the trend of ambivalent feel-
ings toward the Black Bloc from the other protesters. There are
numerous people within the protesting Left who see the Bloc as
a negative and dangerous force while others cheer for them. This
ambiguity appears in different degrees at most protests, as in Seat-
tle, where confused pacifists attempted to physically restrain the

139



my liver is no different from me. My liver is a part of me and hav-
ing one makes me healthy. Just so, the protest movement isn’t any
different from the general public. Were a part of you (the part that
willing to defend yourself) and that makes you healthier.

Personally (speaking as four individuals), we don’t think the
phrase “class war” is a very good metaphor for what protestors
do. Rich people can romanticize war, reach out and touch the dan-
ger, feel the thrill, and tell the tale. The rest of us get killed or
maimed. War sucks. Immunology offers a better metaphor, because
the democratic well being of this nation has become diseased. Cor-
porations are a cancer that will kill us if we let them. The Black
Bloc is just one tiny element of the growing movements dedicated
to bringing health and strength to the body of the nation and heal-
ing to the community of peoples throughout the world. We’ll do
our bit to eliminate the cancer.

Anarchists never problematise the relationship between collec-
tive strength and individual freedom (why would we?) so therefore
we can end this letter with the traditional anarchist salutary.

Solidarity and Autonomy, Antibody, Spazz, Sketch,
& Entropy of Black Bloc D2KLA
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We are calling for an organized bloc of all stripes of anti-
authoritarian, anti-capitalist revolutionaries at the upcoming
demonstrations against the IMF/World Bank. We feel that it is im-
portant to present critique of these transnational financial institu-
tions that is anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, and anticolonialist in
perspective, and accompanied by a revolutionary vision which ad-
vocates a radical transformation of society that is based on mutual
aid, direct democracy and free association.

We feel that the power of each group to organize autonomously
based on their own ideas shows the strength of our movement. We
would like to emphasize this, which is why we want to open our
call to all those who share our struggle for the same revolutionary
anti-capitalist goals: the abolition of capitalism, the state, and all
forms of hierarchy and oppression. We invite all autonomists, anar-
chists, anti-state libertarian Marxists, Wobblies, syndicalists, coun-
cil communists, etc. to march along with us. We wish to support the
larger anti-globalization movement by organizing autonomously
within our own contingent. We do not intend to be divisive in any
way but want to develop our actions and present our ideas. We
would also like to address our concerns and criticisms that we have
around the movement against globalization.

The World Bank, IMF, and World Trade Organization (WTO)
need to be seen within a larger framework of global capitalism.
While we struggle to change the most destructive policies of these
institutions we realize that they are inherently exploitative and im-
perialist towards workers and communities. That is why we need to
connect our day to day organizing with the larger struggle against
capitalism. Talk of ‘fair trade, ‘pruning’ and ‘fixing, such as in Seat-
tle, simply ignores the history of working class struggle against
capitalism and class society, and defeats and revolutionary goals
or consciousness. Instead of a message of reforming these institu-
tions, which would not solve the fundamental problems, we want
a message of abolishing these institutions and creating revolution-
ary alternatives. Instead of a call for ‘fair trade’ or ‘reform’ of the

103



global economy, we call for the international working class and op-
pressed communities to organize for revolutionary change of the
global economy.

The strength of the working class lies not only in its own commu-
nity but most importantly in global solidarity with all workers and
oppressed peoples around the globe. The movement against global-
ization is a fight in every country for dignity and justice and we are
strongest in that fight working side by side. We feel that calls for
national protectionism and national sovereignty pit the working
class of each nation against each other. We feel especially that the
stance taken by some of organized labor, and many left-reformists,
is not a stance of international solidarity and that it is not the most
effective stance for advancing the cause of the international work-
ing class. We believe in internationalism and the globalization of
our struggle against all of capitalism, regardless of political borders,
and we work towards a genuine international unity which will one
day lay the basis for a global social revolution.

We believe that the most effective protest is each group au-
tonomously taking action and using the tactics that they feel works
best for their situation. We do not advocate one particular tactic but
believe that the greatest diversity of tactics is the most effective use
of tactics. We are critical of ideologically motivated arguments that
oppose this. This is why we do not believe that it is organizationally
principled for any one group to set the guidelines for the protests
or claim ownership of the movement.

We also realize that if our protests and actions are effective in
shutting down the meetings of the IMF/World Bank the police may
use repression and violence against demonstrators. We do not nec-
essarily advocate violence or encourage the destruction of prop-
erty, but simply that the movement recognize the very real possibil-
ity for confrontation and be open to a diversity of tactics as a means
of legitimate defense. We would like to recognize the larger glob-
alization movement for addressing some of our concerns around
tactics and the role of ‘peacekeepers’
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economy that we all exist within. During the week of the Demo-
cratic Party National Convention in L.A. many persons masked up
and wore black clothing to join the marches as a large and visible
contingent of invisibles. We marched under a banner with a circle
A (anarchy) and a circle “E” (equality) which said “Whoever They
Vote for We are Ungovernable”

Someone asked us, “so do you think you got your message out?” I
wonder what that message would have been. We can only speak for
ourselves as four individual participants in the Black Bloc (many
Black Blocers felt they were sending a mes- sage), but to us we
weren’t a message. We just were there.

And maybe that confused some people.

Black masks provide anonymity and safety for individuals [and]
visibility as a group. When we stand in front of the police, the gov-
ernment, politicians, and their bosses in the corporations, they can
not question our legitimacy (are we “good” protestors?) because
we don’t care what they think.

And they know it.

Is that a message? What message is being sent by 9000 police in
black and blue riot armor with clubs and teargas?

If you’ve never noticed someone and then they put on a black
mask and you can suddenly see them, that isn’t necessarily a mes-
sage, but something has changed.

Every organism, life itself, will fight to stay alive. It is healthy
to be willing to protect yourself to stay alive. Our presence repre-
sented a growing healthiness of the movements to end corporate
dominance. By no means is the Black Bloc the only indication of
this growing healthiness or the most significant, just one of the
most visible [Note that as the week went on and we discovered
we were being treated as a message, we worked hard to prevent
the police and the media from wielding our image to eclipse the
many other messages of the protests.] The Black Bloc is no differ-
ent from the rest of the protest movement in the same way that
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lets, injuring many comrades. More things were thrown over such
as rocks of dirt, protest signs, and a kind of smoke bomb. After
some time, the cops turned off the electricity to the cage and or-
dered dispersal. It wasn’t enough time for everyone to get out and
many protesters were hit with rubber bullets, pepper spray and ba-
tons. Most of them were hit while running AWAY (including an 11
year old)!

The fact is, the police exist in order to protect capitalists’ prop-
erty as well as the interest of the rich, in general. It is systemic so
that even if a cop feels that the police are overreacting they must
follow orders. However, we could see in the eyes of the cops how
much they detest us. We are a real threat to them. Why did they
react to plastic bottles being thrown while at the L.A. Lakers “riot”
they did nothing? Again, it is because we are a real threat to the
status quo. My belief is that we must uncover the true blue of the
police, especially a police department such as the LAPD. The LAPD
has beaten, killed, and planted evidence against mostly people of
color and the poor. It is high time for them to understand that we
refuse to put up with this abuse any longer.

Thanks.

From the Police State known as the City of Angels,
Left Out

Letter from Four Persons who were in the D2K
Black Bloc
by Antibody, Spazz, Sketch and Entropy

The Black Bloc is not an organization (as in something that you
join which has bylaws and a clearly defined membership bound-
ary). It is a tactic used by anarchists and egalitarians in opposition
to government-backed corporate control of peoples lives and the
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This is a call for more active participation of anarchist and other
like-minded revolutionaries within the anti-globalization move-
ment to present our vision of an effective revolutionary anti-
capitalist and antiauthoritarian alternative. Help bring our vision
of a free, classless and democratic society to the forefront. At Al6
we envision an active and creative contingent of revolutionaries
marching under black, red & black, and green & black flags, anti-
capitalist and anti-authoritarian banners, and a hail of revolution-
ary drumbeats. We are mobilizing marching bands, radical cheer-
leaders, and planning a whole assortment of highly organized and
creative actions! To all of our comrades who support this call, we
encourage you to get in touch, endorse it, and take to the streets
with your anti-capitalist imaginations and desires!

Organize, Educate, Create Resistance!

Do not let the blows against this capitalist
system cease!

From the streets of Seattle, to Washington, D.C,,
may our resistance be as transnational as
capital!

SOLIDARITY AND REVOLUTION!

Signed,

Nosotros Group (Baltimore, MD), Group Anarchiste Emile-Henry
(Quebec), Active Transformation (Detroit-East Lansing, MI),
Global Action (Eugene, OR), Monongahela Anarchist Group (Mor-
gantown, WV), We Dare Be Free (Boston, MA), Sabate Anarchist
Group (Boston, MA), Lancaster Anarchist Black Cross (Lancaster,
PA), Flint Jones North-east Regional Delegate of the Workers, Soli-
darity Alliance (WSA-IWA), Prole Revolt (Morgantown, WV), Mid-
Atlantic Infoshop (Washington, DC), Arsenal (Chicago, IL), Anar-
chist Action Collective (Eugene, OR), Antioch Anarchist Group
(Yellow Springs, OH), Autonomous Zone (Chicago, IL), DC Earth
First! (Washington, DC), Chicago Anti-Racist Action (Chicago, IL),
New Brunswick Food Not Bombs (New Brunswick, NJ), Brian
MacKenzie Center (Washington, DC), Collective Action Notes (Balti-
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more, MD), Bad Days Will End (Somerville, MA), Red & Black Notes
(Toronto), Northeastern Federation of Anarchist Communists /Fed-
eration des Communistes Libertaires du Nord-est (Northeastern
United States / Eastern Canada), Kent Anarchist Black Cross (Kent,
OH), Organisation of Revolutionary Anarchists - Solidarita (Brno,
Czech Republic), Movement Against The Monarchy (London, Eng-
land)

Endorsing the Call for a Revolutionary
Anti-Capitalist Bloc

Recently a number of anarchist groups issued a call for a Revo-
lutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc for the upcoming “A16” demonstra-
tions against the International Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C.
Not restricting themselves to organizing an anarchist Black Bloc,
these activists extended a hand to autonomists, “anti-state liber-
tarian Marxists,” anarcho-syndicalists, and council communists to
form a common front, organized separately but acting in concert
as a revolutionary and anti-capitalist pole of attraction within the
larger movement against “globalization.” As adherents of council
communist political perspectives, the publications Collective Action
Notes, Red & Black Notes, and The Bad Days Will End endorse this
call issued by our anarchist friends. We do so not as representatives
of membership organizations, and still less as “leaders” of any kind,
but rather as individuals who represent publications with modest
circulations.

The “A16” actions are intended to build on the momentum from
last years anti-WTO demonstrations in Seattle. In the growing re-
sistance to “globalization” and global financial institutions such as
the WTO, the IMF, and the World Bank, some are now herald-
ing the emergence of a “new movement” and even a “new anti-
capitalism” These protests certainly demonstrate that globalization
is not the inevitable juggernaut that the capitalist bosses and bu-
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As an individual in the Black Bloc, I felt that the police showed its
true colors last night with the indiscriminate gassing and shooting
of the people.

Yesterday, from the early morning the police were egging for
a fight. The police marched alongside us while giving us ominous
looks that would foreshadow the tone for the rest of the day. Unlike
the day before the police blocked the paths out of The Cage creating
an atmosphere of even more tension. I think there was an attempt
to break that tension by the Black Bloc’s playing of Duck-Duck-
Goose.

On our way back, some protesters had a direct action and the
cops divided us from these brave comrades. We attempted to move
forward to be with them but the police violently pushed us back.
This practically created a running stampede. The cops pointed their
paintball guns directly into our faces, too. The cops were practically
asking for a standoff.

At Pershing Square protesters waited for the next march. The
Black Bloc decided to stay at the square until protesters came back
for the final march in order to save our energy. Cops were sur-
rounding Pershing Square with lines of riot police, bicycle cops,
and filming us from a close distance away. I felt that at that time
no matter how the protesters reacted the cops were going to shut
us down during the concert rally.

We arrived at the Staples Center around 6 PM as the police sur-
rounded us, intimidating us. The cops are the ones with the guns,
tear gas, helmets, and other weapons while we have nothing but
our bodies. The corporate media criticizes the Black Bloc for its
masks and other supposedly intimidating tactics while the truth re-
mains that the fascist repressive apparatus has the lethal weapons.

Being trapped in this cage with cops surrounding us did not
make protesters feel safe. There were some protesters that did not
feel that they were going to let this pass without some kind of state-
ment. For better or worse there were some plastic water bottles
thrown over the fence and police responded with pepper spray pel-
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of Al Gore or the Times, Heralds, and Posts who tell us how it is,
was, or will be.

Los Angeles bore witness to several days of marches from many
protesting groups such as the Greens, peace activists, anti death
penalty people, the local teachers and city workers, etc... People
marched and represented their opposition and dissent with the cur-
rent political state of affairs.

In all there were five main days of protest, August 13-17. Each
of these days carried their own slant regarding the overall critique
of the status quo, and each drew thousands into the streets. The
largest of these manifestations took place on Tuesday the 15th at
the “Human Need Not Corporate Greed” march. There the number
of demonstrators can be estimated at 15-20,000. Thousands more
took part in the days of protest.

D2K, R2K, pick your king, the closed door you yell at and the
police department you want to get maced by. Representation is no
more than what it is: a sugar-coated means of authoritarian domi-
nation of the many by the elite few. Outside both of these dubious
banquets, the Black Bloc and other life-loving people made the nec-
essary stand, and got the usual expected welcome of the guard-pigs.
The obvious brutality of the coppers, the backstabbing bullshit of
corporo-conglomerate news commentaries, and corralling maneu-
vers of so called progressives like the highly authoritarian Interna-
tional Socialist Organization (ISO) are just shadows of the brutal
light cast on our attempts to focus attention on reality as WE see
it, and as it is.

Los Angeles, city of riots, Watts, the Barrio, etc...

Black Bloc’s view of last night’s police riot
by Left Out

I want to preface this article by saying this represents only my
views and do not necessarily the views of the rest of the Black Bloc.
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reaucrats say it is. But the “new anticapitalism” that was on dis-
play in Seattle was a mixed bag, containing, it turned out, a lot of
the old reformism, in the form of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy, the
Sierra Club, the National Lawyers Guild, Ralph Nader and his ilk,
and assorted “NGOs.” These elements see the movement against
globalization simply as a way of putting pressure on the capital-
ist state to curtail or revamp international financial institutions
or to replace “free trade” with “fair trade.” This reformist perspec-
tive brings with it an ugly nationalist protectionism, where what
is needed is thorough-going international solidarity. Tensions be-
tween some among the reformists and radicals surfaced in Seattle,
where “peacekeepers” willingly acted as adjuncts for the state and
its brutal cops in trying to keep radicals “in line” As the move-
ment builds for A16 in Washington, so does the need for political
clarification.

On a whole host of questions, the call for a Revolutionary Anti-
Capitalist Bloc takes the road of class struggle rather than reform.
The call declares that the reformist message of “fair trade, not
free trade” and of “pruning” and “fixing” global capitalist finan-
cial institutions is unacceptable. The call rejects the narrowness of
“single-issue” organizing and opts instead for a total revolutionary
critique of capitalism. The call repudiates the protectionism and
nationalism that infect much of the anti-globalization movement,
agitating instead for the abolition of nations. The call rejects the
participation in the movement of so-called “peacekeepers” and in-
sists on the right of groups and individuals to organize and act au-
tonomously within the larger movement against globalization. All
of these things are not only supportable, but are necessary.

The anarchists call for a Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc is
not a call to split the movement. It is a call to strengthen and con-
centrate a political pole of attraction within the anti-globalization
movement which advances the understanding that, to be against
globalization, you must be against capitalism, the state, and the
nation. This opposition necessitates a proletarian perspective: To
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be for the working class and for the working class revolutionary
self-organization through workers councils.

This idea is not the stale “old left” or Leninist dogma in which
only the factory proletariat, organized in the trade unions, is al-
lowed to be the “real” subject of history. Globalization itself has
meant the de-industrialization of large segments of the U.S. work-
force. At the same time, modern capitalism has made of society as a
whole a “social factory” in which we are all workers. As the British
journal Auftheben wrote in a recent editorial on the J18 demonstra-
tions in London, “if we are fighting capital then we must constitute
ourselves as the proletariat” Through this union of the working
class and its essence, we forge the basis of a genuine international
unity, which will one day lay the basis for the abolition of capital-
ism, wage slavery, and work itself. Its with this perspective in mind
that we support the call for a Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc.

Signed,

Curtis Price / Collective Action Notes,
Neil Fettes / Red & Black Notes
Ed Caldwell / The Bad Days Will End

April 17, 2000, Washington, DC

by ChuckO

We did it! Anarchists from all over North America descended on
Washington, DC today to help with the April 16th and 17th days of
action against the World Bank and IMF. We were strong today and
did an excellent job working with other demonstrators in disrupt-
ing the IMF/World Bank meetings. We did this despite a week of
police harassment and a day of batons, tear gas, motorcycles, tanks
and police horses. If the Black Bloc entered a marathon, I think we
would win it. The RACB marched around downtown D.C. today for
over 9 hours.
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Chapter VIII
D2K: LA and The DNC
August 2000

Overview

Los Angeles, urban sprawl heavy-weight of the U.S., home of
Rodney King and the L.A.P.D, a city of angels...

Seemingly the perfect place for a jerk-off session for the other
dumb animal—the donkey. Al Gore in all his frigid glory, bask-
ing in the approval of his dull chums and his wife’s nazi P.M.R.C.
squads. The Democratic National Convention, August 14-17, 2000,
was staged under the foggy, polluted sky of a city accustomed to ri-
oting, police brutality, and just about every inequity the American
dream can muster.

There had to be some action right? Yes, there was. There was a
concert, there were demonstrators, the Black Bloc was there, the
police couldn’t keep their clubs to themselves, over 150 were ar-
rested and the little presidential porkers stayed safely tucked in
their blankets ignoring the wolves at the door.

A national convention, Republican or Democrat, might as well
happen in outer space as far as the inclusion of the people who
actually live in the designated party spot. L.A. as an entity probably
didn’t even really notice the presence of the exalted nominee in
their fair midst. If they did, it’s amazing that the national press
reported no substantial body count the following day. Then again,
substance is hardly a viable commodity within the confined bounds
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My court date is set for September 16th. By the time this com-
munique is made public, I will already have refused to appear and
a bench warrant will have been issued for my arrest.

I AM A REVOLUTIONARY ANARCHIST

As such, I do not recognize the authority of the State of Penn-
sylvania judicial system. I refuse to appear before them in order to
plea my “innocence”. In addition to being absurd, such an act would
confirm a recognition of legitimacy upon them which I refuse to
give. Besides, the court system is simply a tool of the State, and as
such, it too is my sworn enemy. Therefore, my necessary relations
to it will never be and can never be that of “innocence.” To state it
plainly, I am GUILTY. GUILTY of working towards the destruction
of that very same court system which seeks to place judgement on
me and others. GUILTY of working towards the absolute demise
of the whole life denying State apparatus. GUILTY of dreaming
of a liberated world where wo/mens consciousness and material
relations will at last be free to develop creatively in a society of
love, equality, abundance and direct participatory democracy. In a
word, all I am willing to confer to Pennsylvania, the Federal Gov-
ernment, as well as any and all authoritarian, bureaucratic and in-
nately oppressive STATES is the absolute hatred and rejection that
all exploited people feel and know towards their natural enemies.

However, let it be known that my hatred runs only as deep as my
love for humanity and the dream of complete Social Revolution.

Therefore, I have come to the decision to continue my small role
in the ongoing social and political revolution by semi-underground
means.

From struggle comes victory and dignity. Strength and courage
to the Black Bloc.

—from somewhere in the New American Dawn. David

FREE MUMIA ABU-JAMAL

132

The RACB got started around 6:30 am, at the same time other
demonstrators were locking down at numerous intersections. In
the early hours the RACB was in fact several unconnected blocs,
owing to late arrivals. But eventually most of us hooked up. Even-
tually the RACB grew to over 1000 people.

We started off from Washington Circle, on Pennsylvania Av-
enue and near George Washington University, and headed south
through the university neighborhood. We visited several intersec-
tions that activists had secured. We didn’t realize until tonight that
this was the same neighborhood that they were trying to drive
the delegate busses through. They were staging the buses from the
Watergate Hotel and the Kennedy Center. The RACB wasn’t both-
ered by police, but they were monitoring us from rooftops and a
helicopter which floated above us the entire day. We found out
later through a police scanner that the chopper pilot was relaying
RACB reports to the cops on the ground. Our parade through these
neighborhood was pretty jerky, but apparently this made it diffi-
cult to get delegate buses through the neighborhood. Eventually
we swung around to an intersection to the west of the northeast
corner of the Ellipse, where the cops started putting on gas masks.
We hung around for a bit and then started swinging around the
perimeter in a clockwise direction.

At one point, near the Foggy Bottom Metro station, we started
running to get around a corner and some cops formed a line with
batons. We were smart in ignoring them, because our numbers
were needed on the east side of the White House. We proceeded
down a deserted K Street and eventually made our way to 14th
and New York. The RACB quickly built barricades using newspa-
per boxes and chain link fencing from a nearby construction site.
These barricades stayed up in some form or another for several
hours.

The RACB swung through the blocks near the Treasury Building
and then headed back up 14th Street. Along the way we blocked
off I street going east-bound. A bunch of folks picked up several
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sections of chain link fencing and headed north up 14th. Our num-
bers at this point were between 700 and 1000. Then all of a sudden
everybody started running forward, with the fencing up front. A
squad of motorcycle cops at 14th and K were taken completely by
surprise and they charged the RACB. They started hitting people
with batons and chased several people into the park. At some point
they launched several canisters of tear gas or aerosol pepper spray.
Several people were overcome, but it wasn’t too bad. A few min-
utes after the situation simmered into a standoff, I talked with 4-5
Pittsburgh anarchists who had gotten beaten by the cops. One guy
had been hit in the face and a woman had been held down and
beaten on the face (with gas mask on) and on her leg. She had a
pretty bad bruise when I looked at it.

The Black Bloc moved on after about 10 minutes. After this point
I lost touch with them for several hours because I stayed behind
with Adam to hand out RACB statements to the media who were in-
terviewing a spokesperson from the Mobilization. They were pretty
interested in our skirmish, but the spokesperson did a great job of
keeping them focused on the WB/IMF and capitalism.

I understand that the Black Bloc marched around the perime-
ter westward for 61 several hours and may have taken gas at an
intersection. After the noon hour, most of the activists started par-
tying in the streets. Many of the delegates had gotten through, but
we had held this huge perimeter fairly well, thanks to our comms
team and our network of intelligence bike messengers. We were
also pretty exhausted. The day had gone from drizzly to sunny and
humid. We had been marching around downtown D.C. for 7 hours.

About mid afternoon we hooked up with the other activists for
a victory march around the GWU neighborhood. We rested sev-
eral times and many anarchists were involved in some pointless
standoff with the cops at the intersection of 17th and Constitution.

The police presence was heavy, but we in effect owned the
streets around the World Bank conference. Despite what has been
reported by several media outlets, we outnumbered the cops today.
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truly interested in creating a meaningful democracy and fighting
the real terrorists: corporate America and the police State. For it
was not us who bombed an entire city block, destroying homes and
countless memories. It was not us who shot dead Robert Brown. It
was not us who brutalized Thomas Jones to a bloody pulp. All these
actions are the responsibility of the defenders of private property,
the Philadelphia police. We encourage all oppressed peoples to or-
ganize for active resistance against power and privilege. Onward
to Anarchist social revolution!!!

* This communique was sent anonymously to WE DARE BE
FREE

Communique #1
From a Wanted Black Bloc Anarchist

On Monday, August 1, during the Republican National Conven-
tion, in the city of Philadelphia, I was arrested along with one
other brother in a preemptive strike ostensibly aimed at those, like
myself, who intended to protest the U.S. social/political system
through means of direct and uncompromising action later that day.

While walking down the sidewalk in downtown, we were sur-
rounded by 10-15 bike cops and soon after put into custody at the
Roundhouse jail complex. This all occurred an hour and a half prior
to any known acts of civil disobedience, street fighting, corporate/
private property destruction or legal demonstrations.

At the Roundhouse, I was charged with (1) Possession of instru-
ments of crime, and (2) Possession of instruments of crime, con-
spiracy. My bail was eventually set at $10,000, and on Wednesday,
August 3, I was turned out pending further court hearings, despite
the fact that I refused to sign my release forms.

SOLIDARITY
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As anarchists we believe private property is theft, state property
is a tool for the protection of corporate interests and that both must
be destroyed for the creation of a society based on mutual aid and
individual liberty. By spray painting a wall we transform the way
we think of it from a conception based on monetary value to one
based on practicality. In a system that is concerned only with profit
we make our most effective protest when we hit the oppressors in
the pocketbook. Property damage, as one form of strategic direct
action, is an effective way to achieve this goal. This is not just a
theory ... this is a fact. Since the actions of the Black Bloc in Seattle
against the WTO, a running debate about global capitalism and
democracy has finally entered the public discourse. We are on the
brink of a new social revolution.

At yesterday’s protest, members of the ASBB specifically tar-
geted police and other government property. The ASBB did NOT
attack “mom & pop” businesses, or personal property. Remember
that there are other organizations and associations that work au-
tonomously with similar tactics. We can only be responsible for
OUR actions. The ASBB disavows any responsibility for damage
to the personal property of working class and “mom & pop” busi-
nesses.

The second most misconstrued tactic of the ASBB is the wearing
of masks. Since the exposing of COINTELPRO, it has been plainly
obvious that many government organizations have been monitor-
ing and disrupting radical organizations. This is a threat to our per-
sonal safety and liberty. In this sense, we wear masks for our pro-
tection. We do not wear masks to threaten or intimidate the public.
Wearing masks also sends the message that we are in solidarity
with each other as equals. We look forward to the day when we
can live in a society where we won’t have to wear our masks.

We also stand in solidarity with all the other brothers and sis-
ters who came out to protest yesterday. We are NOT terrorists and
we are not an isolated group. We represent a diverse coalition of
different races, genders, classes, and political viewpoints that are
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For our efforts today we got a big thumbs up from the rest of the
mobilization. Many of them have acknowledged the key role the
RACB played in disrupting the streets, keeping the cops distracted,
and providing solidarity to other activists holding intersection.

While the RACB block included around 1000 anarchists, there
500-1000 anarchists involved on other perimeter actions including
puppeteers in the Art and Revolution Parade, Food not Bombs and
Reclaim the Street activists, Mobilization organizers, and the an-
archist IWW members and Anarchist Soccer League players who
held intersection in the southwest quadrant. Everybody did an ex-
cellent job!

The RACB block was fairly diverse, which should shut up many
of our critics. Unfortunately, the critics can’t see the people of color
beneath the masks.

I did hear an unconfirmed rumor tonight that the IWW meeting
in Logan Circle was jumped by police hiding in the bushes. More
info hopefully tomorrow.

Tomorrow is Day 2. Expect to see different strategies being used.
The cops have extended their perimeter, which means that we
won’t be able to encircle it like we effectively did today.

The reality of what we did hasn’t sunken in for me yet. But I was
rather psyched that several hundred of my comrades barricaded a
street not two blocks from my office.

Whose streets? Our streets!

Graffiti of the day, painted on the Lafayette Park bathrooms:
“FUCKING WHITE HOUSE”

Another A16 Report From The Revolutionary
Anti-Capitalist Bloc

by Shawn
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Hi All,

Apologies if this sounds incoherent, I've had barely any sleep for
the past couple days...

What a kick-ass two days! Taking part in the RACB was one of
the proudest moments of my life as an anarchist.

On Sunday, we marched around the perimeter of the police oc-
cupied zone backing up the protesters who were trying to secure
intersections by confronting cops and sometimes holding intersec-
tions until reinforcements arrived. Everywhere we went people
fucking cheered.

The arrestables among us flattened police cars and bus tires and
spraypainted and stickered them, they yanked out fencing from
construction sites and cut loose newspaper boxes and barricaded
the streets with them. (On Monday [today] I heard that anarchists
picked up parked cars and used them as barricades!) The Black Bloc
backed down the police MANY times over the past two days. All
of this was done with incredible stealth and organization.

The Black Bloc was composed of a large number of women,
the arrestables had about a 50/50 male to female ratio. The ethnic
makeup was way more diverse than the mobilization as a whole.

The overall reaction to the Bloc by other protesters was very pos-
itive. There were a few hippies who were yelling at us about “non-
violence”, but the overwhelming majority of the protesters were
overjoyed to see us. One intersection chanted “we love the anar-
chists”!

The Bloc saved many peoples asses over the past two days and
most of the other protesters are very conscious of that. At one of
the last protests today, a group of non-violent protesters did a sym-
bolic crossing of the police line and had a press conference, during
which they publicly stated that they supported the actions of the
Black Bloc and expressed their solidarity with us.

We quite simply fucking rocked!
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pers are owned by the same corporate assholes. The entire two
days of protest were whitewashed and then criminalized by the
large money interests through their media conglomerates and legal
stooges. This, in conjunction with the continuing attempt to maxi-
mize the legal penalties inflicted upon arrested activists, represents
a very real move by the State to coordinate a “containment” of the
movement via, local, state and federal law enforcement agencies.

While they may succeed in punishing some of our comrades, the
State should be reminded of the words of the late Black Panther,
Fred Hampton, “You can jail a revolutionary, but you can’t jail the
revolution.”

Footnote: The Black Bloc and other protesters also mobilized against
the DNC in Los Angeles. There, over 15,000 demonstrators took to the
streets demanding more then the Democratic Party was willing to
grant. As usual the Black Bloc fought with police.

Black Bloc Press Release / Statement from R2K
Black Bloc

We, the various members of the Anti-Statist Black Bloc (ASBB)
put forth the following statement in the wake of the Philadel-
phia Police Department’s blatant misinformation and the corpo-
rate media’s biased reports against us. The ASBB advocates the
building of an organized movement against corporate and state
tyranny in America. We recognize that poor and working class
people have lost control of their communities and individual lives.
The Democratic and Republican parties clearly support social rela-
tions in which this is furthered. By supporting the death penalty,
militarism, corporate welfare, and the cutting of social spending,
amongst others, they have proven to be political parties of profit
over people as all parties have. By organizing Black Blocs and us-
ing direct action, we confront this intolerable and unacceptable sys-
tem.
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(as opposed to the heavily guarded convention center located on
the outskirts of town). There, thousands of protesters effectively
shut down the city center, relying primarily upon non-violent tac-
tics such as lockdowns and sit-ins across intersections. A smaller
Black Bloc contingent numbering approximately 200 employed
more confrontational methods including resisting arrest, throwing
rocks at police lines, smashing luxury cars as well as police vehicles
and spraypainting of revolutionary messages.

The State responded with straight brutality. In addition to pre-
emptive infiltrations and arrests (including approximately 70 at a
puppet-making warehouse), as well as the use of tear gas and billy
clubs (a practice witnessed at every demonstration listed in this
book), jailed activists (numbering over 400 and including a small
number from the Black Bloc) were subjected to harsh treatment
as well as torture. At times, prisoners engaged in a hunger strike
were cut off from any source of water. Access to attorneys was
consistently denied. Others were threatened, hogtied and beaten.
Bails were set excessively high regardless of the relatively minor
misdemeanor charges filed against them. Some initially reached as
high as a million dollars while the majority were between ten and
twenty thousand dollars.

Despite the practice of “jail solidarity” by approximately 150 pris-
oners, a significant number of protesters were not released until
weeks after being arrested. In the aftermath of this action police
commissioner John Timoney called for a federal investigation into
the activities of protest organizations themselves. The idea here is
to paint the activists as anti-social terrorists, and in that way justify
large-scale legal crackdowns on all related above ground organiz-
ers that effectively fight against the status quo of global Capitalism.

What makes R2K significant is the obvious collaboration of
the mainstream political parties, police, corporate media and oth-
ers in a joint effort to disrupt and misrepresent this growing so-
cial movement. Philadelphia is a Democratic city. The convention
was being held by the Republicans. The two major local newspa-
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OK, now the bad news. At least 20 of our comrades have been
arrested. We don’t know if they’ll be charged with felonies. Hope-
fully, someone will have more information about that by tomor-
row. If they are charged with felonies, we need to give them all the
support we can.

I’'m am so proud of everyone and so proud to have been a part of
the Black Bloc. Our communications people did a fabulous job, our
spraypaintin’, tire flattenin’, cop chasin’ arrestables did a fabulous
job, congratulations to everyone.

—Shawn

BLACK BLOC the new MINUTE MEN, by gunga
din, April ‘00

The Black Bloc acted all weekend as a protector of the protestors
and civilians whom were being beaten without provocation by
storm troopers. I was thanked by many protestors and citizens of
D.C. They shook my hand on the metro and yelled positive remarks
as I passed in the street. I am Black Bloc material. I was with the
Black Bloc all weekend. I know: 1) At least 90% of Black Bloc never
committed acts of vandalism. 2) At least 99% of us never did any-
thing violent unless we were being attacked or were helping some-
one being attacked by the police. 3) There were far more of us than
the media shows or most people know. Sunday we had a parade
of well over a thousand people. We could have taken any store,
demolished any street but did not. 4) BLOCKADING IS NOT A VI-
OLENT ACT! When we blockaded with whatever we could find
we did it to protect the protestors. And whenever I saw any form
of littering the Black Bloc ran to clean it up. 5) The people of Black
Bloc are mostly vegan lower class kids or adults who grew up in
rough surroundings mostly in the inner city. We want change for
the improvement of everyone, with as little violence as possible.
We want a world of direct democracy where everyone has a voice.
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Where communities decide on their children’s education and who
guards their streets (if anyone). 6) Right now we are building a
movement of resistance. To educate and collaborate. To yell out
where people have no voice. And to protect where police brutality
is going too far. If your from New York City you know that some-
thing has to change. The police have gone too far. If you want to
start an anarchist resistance cell contact this email address: knew-
worldorder@yahoo.com

Don’t forget the Minute Women!
by Shawn
April 21, 2000

Hi,

I also participated in the Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc, and I
think it’s important that people know that there were a large num-
ber of women in our group as well.

I have estimated that the “arrestables” among us were composed
of about 50% women. Also, I think that people need to be aware of
how many people of color were among us-proportionally speaking,
the Black Bloc may have been more diverse than the mobilization
as a whole.

Solidarity.
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Chapter VII
R2K: Philadelphia and The RNC
July-August, 2000

Overview

During the Republican National Convention (August 1-3), be-
tween 7000 and 10,000 people (mostly left liberals, Greens, Social-
ists, Anarchists and Communists) gathered to demonstrate against
the right-wing policies of the Republican Party of the United States.
The bulk of protest activity took place on July 29th and August 1st.

The first day was marked by an unpermitted march from down-
town to the convention center and beyond. It was sponsored by the
Kensington Welfare Rights Union. This march attempted to draw
attention to the plight of the urban poor. It was explicitly nonvio-
lent and even went so far as to coerce protesters (through the use of
parade marshals) to march in one lane of traffic and in singe file. Al-
though some persons later composing the more formal Black Bloc
did take part in this social stroll, many chose to stand aside and
save their energy for the following day’s events.

This march resulted in no serious conflicts and no mass arrests. It
even received 12 or so seconds of distorted CNN coverage where it
was claimed that 2-3000 (as opposed to the more accurate 7-10,000)
were involved and that ‘it appeared peaceful. Other then that, the
corporate media failed to address any issues the march hoped to
bring to the public attention.

Day two was marked by mass acts of civil disobedience. The
target of these actions centered around downtown Philadelphia
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are enforced only when they are used to attack capitalism. Fists,
sticks, and guns are the ultimate resort of those that get to order
others around. Capitalism is thoroughly violent, and disguises this
violence under its ideology, so that tactics of resistance are labelled
violent, protecting power with its hypocrisy. The daily operations
of business inflict ruthless violence on the bodies of millions. Our
tactics must be as diverse and creative as possible to respond to
this.

So all of you anti-authoritarian revolutionaries and anarchists
out there are encouraged to make contact, endorse this call, and
shut down the OAS with black flags flying! Our desire for rev-
olution will become reality for the OAS! Fill the streets with a
whole range of organized, creative acts against oppression and
wage-slavery!

Apply resistance!

Endorsed by: ARA Kitchener, ARA London, KW Youth Collec-
tive, Northeastern Federation of Anarchist Communists/Federa-
tion des Communistes Anarchiste du Nord-est (NEFAC), We Dare
Be Free
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Chapter V
May Day, May 2000

Overview

May first (May Day) has been internationally recognized as a day
of reflection and action for all those within the working class for
over 100 years. On May 1, 2000, working class demonstrations were
held in cities through out the world. One of the largest and most
militant of these occurred in London, England where thousands
took part and the day developed into one of large scale rioting.

In North America smaller demos were held in a multitude of
cities including Ottawa, Montreal, Boston, Chicago, Minneapolis,
Portland, Phoenix and New York. In New York City, over two thou-
sand took to the streets with the intentions of highlighting sev-
eral issues important to the laboring classes, including immigrants’
rights.

The first march began at 1:00 PM at Union Square. There a small
Black Bloc began to assemble. Unfortunately the Bloc was sur-
rounded by police before they even managed a semblance of orga-
nization/preparedness. At that point more than 15 people were ar-
rested under the pretext of an obscure city law preventing persons
from demonstrating with their faces obstructed. This pre-emptive
move crippled the still forming Bloc, effectively zapping its poten-
tial effectiveness by isolating it in minute numbers. Throughout
the remainder of the day, the police dogged any and all protesters
that even marginally resembled Black Bloc. In all 19 were detained,
presumably all for a association with the Black Bloc.
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Despite this development, a number people from within the Bloc
managed to take part in the Amnesty For Undocumented Workers
March (marching from Union Square to City Hall, numbering over
2000). Actions centered around guerrilla gardening (the existence
of community gardens has increasingly come into question under
the continuing oppression of the Guiliani administration) as well
as other smaller actions.

The only other major mass event of the day was a march called
by Reclaim The Streets which targeted the Wall Street area. There
police prevented protesters from achieving their aim of effectively
occupying and hence shutting down Wall Street by amassing large
amounts of police in the vicinity.

May Day, New York City, was revealing in that it demonstrated
the need to build the present movement into one of a more mass na-
ture. For even though the day’s protests drew a local population of
a couple thousand folk, that proved to be dangerously inadequate
in a city which boasts a population of nine million. New York City
has a police force of 40,000, and hence can easily contain the move-
ment of such a limited number. Furthermore, such a scenario also
demands that a Black Bloc of such a limited size cannot function
effectively or even marginally without being committed to an al-
most suicidal program of action. Therefore, the obvious becomes
again apparent.

We need to go beyond the mere ability to converge thousands
from divergent localities in order to effect a particular mass ac-
tion in a particular city. We need to expand the movement to the
point where every city can muster a large enough percentage of its
own population so that the advantage of numbers and armament
of local law enforcement is effectively neutralized. And of course,
it cannot stop there either. We cannot stop until we achieve the
necessary critical mass of tens of millions all aimed at the social
revolution. In this regard we must continue to make ‘outreach’ a
priority, while refining our dialectical abilities to do such. Revolu-
tion is not easy.
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forming institutions like the OAS/FTAA, which lubricate the flow
of wealth from the South to the North. We don’t want a seat at the
table, we want to burn the table down, and make space for alterna-
tive, non-hierarchical societies to prosper.

The OAS is also a player in the “War on Drugs,” a euphemism and
ideological tool to wage a racist war on the people in the South. The
hypocrisy of this position, where only the drugs that corporations
pump into our foods and taxed by the government are available is
self-evident. Without judging the merits or dangers of illegal sub-
stances, it is clear that the U.S.-led initiative against growers is part
of its continuing colonization of the hemisphere.

Supporting the protests against the OAS is key in the growing
struggle against global capitalism. To make these protests success-
ful, we are issuing a call for an organized Black Bloc. Working with
the other protesters, we will inject our own radical element to the
tactics, something we feel is necessary to put this in the context
of a devouring global capitalism. We are calling all anarchists, non-
statist Marxists, autonomists, Wobblies, workers of all stripes, and
anyone who thinks that the only solution to this complete domi-
nation is a complete revolution. We think that each group knows
how to best organize itself, and what actions it is prepared to do.
This method of organizing both prevents hierarchy within the bloc
and lets a wide variety of tactics be expressed.

Labor should not be blinded by the narrow vision of protection-
ism. Labor solidarity must be as global as capital, not just con-
cerned with job losses here, but understanding them as connected
to savage labor conditions in the South. Being bossed around and
managed sucks from Argentina to the Arctic Circle, and we need
a solid alliance of workers around the world to combat capital’s
injustice.

The police repression that demonstrations trigger is felt around
the world, as the state uses its agents to violently silence our voices.
This is a universal fact of capitalist power, as it uses government
violence to protect itself from its critics. Often, the laws it creates
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and folk directly across the boarder in Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A..
As a strategy of internationalizing the movement, making individ-
ual protests less isolated in any single city, this was a reasonable
attempt. If we are to build the present social protest movement
into one of international social revolution, then such coordinated
efforts will be increasingly necessary.

However, given the relatively small number of protesters in both
metropolitan areas (and the large number of police), such a divid-
ing of our forces resulted in a general weakening of the demonstra-
tion. This played into the hands of the police, and despite militant
and organized resistance, allowed the State to curtail the potential
disruptive power of the people more than would have otherwise
been possible. All and all these actions walked a tactical line some-
where between ‘promising’ and ‘foolish’ for these reasons. In the
future, more attention will have to be spent discussing the need to
fan the scope of action out, and the need to consolidate numbers
and resources so as to not become over-matched by consolidated
State forces.

Call for an Anti-Capitalist Revolutionary Bloc
at the OAS/FTAA Action in Windsor, Ontario

“Capitalism, no thanks! We will burn your fucking banks!”

As participants in the OAS/FTAA shutdown in Windsor, we
would like to see and be part of as powerful and empowering an
action as possible. This is a call for the formation of a bloc of orga-
nized revolutionaries, anti-capitalists, and anarchists of every type.
The strength of an organized anti-authoritarian bloc hints at the
strength of a society that has overcome class domination.

Capitalism is a total system, and the misery it creates fills the
spaces between backbreaking labor in the majority world and the
spectacular boredom and excess of Western elites. So our critique
must be total, not stopping at this demonstration, nor aimed at re-
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ANARCHISTS AND MAYDAY:
A STATEMENT FROM THE BLACK BLOC
(NEW YORK CITY)

May Day 2000 newswire

May 1 is a holiday for workers all over the world—except Amer-
ica, the country that branded May Day in the consciousness of
workers everywhere on the occasion of Haymarket. Haymarket
Square, Chicago, was the site of a May 1, 1886, anarchist-led rally
in favor of the eight-hour workday that resulted in massive police
violence and the unjust execution of eight anarchist “Haymarket
martyrs.”

The anarchist movement has always had a close connection with
May Day, first through Haymarket and then through the move-
ment’s consistent emphasis on internationalism-bringing workers
from all countries together. This year, May Day has particular sig-
nificance: unprecedented levels of popular outrage have focused
on the havoc that the World Trade Organization, the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank have wreaked on developing
countries in the name of the so-called “democratic” governments
that created and sponsor them. Working people everywhere are re-
alizing that no one is immune from the repressive, unsustainable
robbery that these governments perpetrate in the name of “free
trade,” and for which the WTO, IMF and World Bank are now the
primary engines.

The evidence is everywhere:

« Sweatshop labor that feeds off the labor market “reforms” the
IMF/Word Bank demand

+ Destruction of the environment that results directly from
IMF rapid-development policies;
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« IMF created financial straitjackets that undermine the eco-
nomic stability of societies that adopt them;

» Unprecedented dislocations of peoples all over the develop-
ing world for purposes of creating vast new pools of cheap
labor; and

« Loss of control over the most basic issues of social develop-
ment due to the oceding of decision-making power to the
WTO, IMF and World Bank.

May Day is about uniting working people around the world who
are outraged by these problems—problems that transcend bound-
aries and are remarkably similar whatever country or region we
come from and whatever degree of “development” the population
has achieved. We reject the idea of “development” as defined by the
WTO, IMF and World Bank, and call for the people to take back the
power to determine their political, economic and social future.

May Day was taken from us during the Cold War era by a Mc-
Carthyite US government bent on convincing American workers
that they were not subject to the same economic forces that af-
flicted workers in other countries. But American workers aren’t
fooled anymore. As the new Millennium dawns, we’re retaking
May Day as OUR holiday, and the beginning of a new movement
to unite with workers throughout the world.

As anarchists, we are working for a society without bosses, bu-
reaucrats or politicians, where the products of our work are shared
equitably, where decisions about social policy are made by all those
affected by them, and in which people are free to lead their own
lives in freedom. This is a goal of workers everywhere; May Day is
our day to express it.
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In preparation for these demonstrations, up to 5000 law enforce-
ment officials were sent to the city of Windsor, with an additional
4000 on call in Detroit. In effect, the entire Windsor area anywhere
near the OAS meeting was turned into a militarized zone. To fur-
ther undermine the progressive voice of the people, the Canadian
government turned 560 protesters back at the border for little or
no reason, in order to prevent them from joining the protests.

The largest demonstration occurred in Windsor, on June 4th.
There, approximately 5000 people from within organized Labor
(Canadian Auto Workers, Canadian Labor Council, etc.), the mod-
erate Left, as well an organized Black Bloc contingent, spent the
day marching through the downtown and rallying in front of the
Cleary International Center, where the OAS meetings were being
held. In tandem with these protests, approximately 800 gathered in
Detroit for a march of their own.

This day’s events included numerous scuffles between the Black
Bloc and police involving the Bloc’s use of rocks, bottles, etc., and
the cops’ use of tear gas, batons and the usual fascist bullshit. The
convention center was surrounded by a large fence, and was pro-
tected by literally thousands of riot police and Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. At one point protesters tried to scale the fence in
order to make a charge towards the center itself. Unfortunately, po-
lice succeeded in brutally repelling this bold maneuver. At another
point protesters managed to halt a bus carrying delegates into the
conference area by lying in front of it while others slashed its tires.
The bus was spraypainted with revolutionary messages before riot
police stormed the area and made over 30 arrests (arrests on the
day totaled 41).

The following two days also witnessed additional anti-OAS
protests. However, the meetings proceeded without serious inter-
ruption. All in all, the several days of demonstrations resulted in
approximately 60 arrests in Windsor, and at least one in Detroit.

Most significantly, these actions attempted to facilitate an in-
ternational action involving people in Windsor, Ontario, Canada
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Chapter VI
The Windsor/Detroit Action
AgainstThe Windsor/Detroit

Action Against
The OAS/FTAA, June 2000

Overview

The major Windsor/Detroit protests took place between June 4-6,
with smaller actions occurring during the days immediately before
and after. These demonstrations were held in protest of the meet-
ings of the Organization of American States (OAS) in Windsor, On-
tario, (6-4 to 6-6). Specifically, this organization was targeted both
for the simple fact that it is inherently ‘Statist, and because it is
pres- ently being utilized as a political tool by which to establish
an American zone of ‘free trade’ between the northern continent
and nearly all Latin American States (FTAA).

Such an economic maneuver, orchestrated behind the scenes by
the large multinational corporations, would surely result in the
degradation of the domestic labor sector (job losses, a decrease in
real wages, etc.). We would also see an equal decrease in the al-
ready low living standard in the affected “Third World” nations due
to further environmental pollution and the economic coercion of
its laborers to enlist in emerging jobs which will most certainly be
under sweatshop conditions.
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—Atlantic Anarchist Circle (New York City)
—-Blackout Books
-Industrial Workers of the World (New York City)
~1U-330 (FW’s)
—-ABCNoRio Food Not Bombs
-Bruno Group

NEW YORK CITY MAYDAY-NEW YORK CITY
BLACK BLOC
by gunga din May 2000

It’s nice to know the state meets the Black Bloc with such para-
noia and mistrust. They fear us.

At ] p.m. in Union Square on Mayday a Black Bloc had started
to group. Many of them had masks on and some had flags. A legal
observer told some of them that they could be arrested for wearing
masks, and if they wrote something political on the masks they
wouldn’t. I was told later a legal observer came up and told some
of them that writing something on the masks wouldn’t help ei-
ther. Some of the Black Bloc started taking off their masks. Police
rounded up about twenty of them, masks or no masks, and arrested
them. This was a legal protest. They Black Bloc were standing, talk-
ing. They had just started to group up.

This is bigotry. This is harassment. The police targeted the Black
Bloc as a threat. The Black Bloc is a political movement. I know
personally that none of these kids wanted to get arrested, and many
of them didn’t want to even risk it.

I know of no coherent coverage of the Mayday celebration in
New York City. I saw Fox News interview someone, and we know
they are only interested in entertainment news. So I will tell you.
The parade was out numbered at times 10 to 1. By the police. Two
helicopters. A police boat. Mounted police. Scooter police. Mo-
torcycle police. Trucks, cars, buses, other large metal objects on
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wheels. At times it seemed we were walking on the side walk
watching a police parade. People not from New York City need
to understand. We have 40,000 police officers. An army of under-
covers. And they don’t bother with non lethal combat here. They
know they can get away with murder. They blocked off anything
in the city they thought could possibly be a target. Wall Street was
shut down, by the police. Large groups of police in riot gear were
seen miles from any protest all over the city. Milling about like lost
children. The crowds of police would stretch as far as the eye could
see, block after block. The Amnesty for Undocumented Workers
march went from Union Square to City Hall. I don’t know how
many people. Thousands. The police walk along us pushing us to
the side keeping us in the bus lane. Also searching backpacks and
taking any flag pole in the parade that wasn’t made of card board.
My flags lasted a handful of minutes. At one point they noticed a
girl dressed all in black. They yanked her out of the crowd, she was
not wearing a mask. Her friend ran up, asking them why they were
arresting her. They promptly arrested him. Quote: “Lets take him
too” This caused a brief yelling match. And then the march moved
on. Those two were added to the list of Black Bloc arrested for be-
ing in the Black Bloc. This is an old way of dealing with anarchists.
Wiping the constitution with their asses, and arresting them for
being anarchists.

Later Reclaim the Streets marched around the Wall Street area
under looks of peevish disgust and uncomfortable bowel move-
ment sneers from the many robots working there today. RTS later
hung a banner from one of the bridges and raided an empty lot.
Guerrilla gardening it was called. Planted things. Hung up stuff. It
was fun. The police came and almost arrested all of us. I arrived late
to the Black Bloc. So now I know not what to do. They arrested my
friends. Threw them in jail for being open minded and political. For
wanting change and freedom from police brutality and fascism. For
wanting true democracy and rights for everyone. For wanting to
open peoples minds to injustice.
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Fuck this police state!
May 2, 2000
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worriers, such as Leonard Peltier, still rot in government jail cells
for no other reason then having the audacity to defend themselves
and their community. The Eurocentric ruling class refuses to allow
any threats to its continental dominance—not from the working
class and not from the Indians. As long as they maintain an effec-
tive monopoly on force, Natives will not be permitted to determine
their own social and political fate any more then other wage slaves.
But after 500 long years of attempted genocide, the likes of which
make Bosnia look like child’s play, the Native American commu-
nity and AIM are nowhere near defeated. They are a strong people.
Like the Irish, who have fought British imperialism for 800 years,
it is unlikely that there will ever be true peace as long as justice
remains nothing but an empty word.

Given this history, it is no wonder that Columbus Day is consid-
ered a day of official insult to Native Americans. In 2001, AIM and
other organizations called on Native Americans, other minorities
and oppressed people to converge on the western city of Denver
for what they coined “Transform Columbus Day.” Between October
5th through October 8th (Columbus Day) AIM organized actions,
teach-ins, and discussions across the city. Coming on the heals of
Seattle, A16, and The Battle of Quebec, AIM made a point of invit-
ing the Black Bloc whom they expected to lend physical solidarity
in stopping the Denver Columbus Day Parade.

During two primary days of demonstrations (October 6th and
8th) the Bloc marched in formations numbering 75. As events
would unfold, the march on October 5th numbered 500 people,
slightly over 10% composed by the Bloc. Despite many tense mo-
ments, violence was averted, and only six people were arrested,;
none from within the Bloc. On the 8th, protesters, numbering 300,
took their positions in the streets and prepared to confront the pa-
rade. The air was thick with anticipation. A feeling of impending
violence reflected off the faces of the countless Denver police. But
low and behold, word began to spread that they, the people, won
this round with out taking a single swing. The parade was all but

240

After we left Kroger we caught the Metro (Cincy bus system) to
Eden Park and played a game of anarchist soccer. We stayed there
until five, then we got our car and drove to the Music Hall in Over-
The-Rhine (a poor neighborhood known for its diversity and con-
troversy), where the TABD delegates were symphony-goers. First
we ate across the park at Nast Trinity Church where FNB was serv-
ing food (tofu soup, bread, oranges, and juice), then we went to the
Music Hall where a bunch of us gathered and chanted. An exam-
ple of one of our chants was: “That’s bullshit, get off it, the enemy
is profit! Disease and starvation cannot be cured by corporations!”
The music hall was finally barricaded by riot cops, forcing many of
us into the street. A chant that was first used there and continued
throughout the weekend was: “This is what democracy looks like!
That is what a police state looks like!”, which was all too true. It
finally lost its steam and we all drifted away.

We went to the Info Center and filled out legal defense forms
so that we could participate in jail solidarity if arrested. We had to
put our real names, addresses, and phone numbers alongside our
affinity group name and code name, so that if arrested we could
call the legal number (which we wrote on our skin in permanent
marker and give them our code name without letting the cops know
who we really were. Jail solidarity has worked well in the past at
other protests. We told two college kids from Georgia that they
could stay with us because they didn’t have lodging for the protest.
Pop went to Antioch to represent our affinity group at the Black
Bloc meeting. We got back here and SamIAm’s sister, her friend,
and a couple more are here, so it looks like there’ll be ten or fifteen
at the warehouse tonight. I'm looking forward to tomorrow.

November 17

Today was the most exciting, fun, radical display of grassroots
progressive action I've ever been a part of. It was absolutely amaz-
ing! We all met up at Sawyer Point (by the river. There were almost
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a couple thousand protesters there and it was snowing. We had a
legal march to Fountain Square, including once around the Omni
Netherland Hotel. The Black Bloc stayed pretty tight and led some
pretty good (and controversial) chants on the way there. Once
there, there was another rally, which was pretty rad. A kid from
Refuse and Resist spoke, two Black Bloc kids spoke out against
capitalism, and last but not least were the New Kids On The Black
Bloc (“oh-oh-oh-oh, no WTO! It’s not right, in our lives, you got
the wrong stuff, TABD..” etc.).

After that, we were supposed to follow the friendly (yeah right)
horsey cops back to Sawyer Point, but us Black Bloc kids thought
it’d be fun to turn left, so we all started running the “wrong way”,
taking back the streets. We slowed down, regrouped, and noticed
that all the rest of the protesters (not just Black Bloc) had followed
us. We started chanting “Whose streets? Our streets!” and marched
toward the Omni Hotel. We pushed through any horse cops that
tried to stop us, and I almost got trampled by a skittish horse. When
we got to the Omni there was a thick blockade. We knocked down
their barricades and carried some with us to keep the front of the
march safe from police. We walked through the Square once we
stopped and realized that the Omni was untouchable. We marched
uncontrolled down the streets in a huge group. Many kids had
spray paint and were tagging obvious anti-capitalist targets (large
corporate stores, banks, etc.). One kid had a hammer and broke a
bank window (it was duck-taped the next day). Many blocks later
the cops stopped us with a barricade to our right and straight ahead.
To the left was the risk of getting trapped by the river, behind us
cops were starting to block us off. The police had spray bottles of
some kind of new mix between tear gas and pepper spray. Some
were spraying it directly into individuals eyes and/or mouths, and
some were throwing canisters into the crowd. I saw one boy go
down, and three medics were assisting him, the cops had held him
down and sprayed the shit into his mouth and eyes. He was later
hospitalized. People started running. I stayed close to the middle

162

Chapter XVI

Against Columbus Day: AIM and
The Black Bloc in Denver
October 5-8, 2001

Overview

Columbus discovered America in 1492. That is how the history
books read. But to discover something would seem to imply that
others have not previously “found” it. And like it or not, Native
Americans were living in these continents for thousands of years
before any European discovered the written language, let along
foreign lands. What Columbus did discover was that the millions
of First Nation people living here were devoid of firearms. With
that, him and his crew began an ugly and brutal process of enslave-
ment and genocide that would last 500 years, and cost millions of
innocent lives.

Today, Native Americans, divested of most their lands, are still
struggling against the chains of an imposed poverty, institutional
racism, and government oppression. Since the 1970s the American
Indian Movement (AIM) has sought to revive and defend Native
rights and culture. Their struggle has stretched from coast to coast,
and has included such dramatic events as the 1973 armed occupa-
tion of Wounded Knee, South Dakota. Throughout the last three
decades many AIM member have been killed during militant con-
frontations with law enforcement. What is more, countless AIM

239



quired if we ever hope to overthrow capitalism and build a better
society.

As for in fifty years—I think that the anarchist movement is go-
ing to gain a lot of credibility when people realize the sad state
that our society is in, and look to alternatives. If we have compre-
hensive alternatives established we can be a resource and offer real
possibilities.
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of it trying to help others and get a group consensus on what to
do, until my right eye became one cop’s target. At this point I had
been standing on the sidewalk, causing no harm. The most I was
guilty of the whole day is walking where we weren’t allowed (in
the streets, but whose streets are they?). I grabbed SamIAm and
told him that I'd be okay, just get me out of there. A medic doused
my eye with water, and it wasn’t fatal to begin with of course. Af-
ter we left, three kids (one from the Louisville ARA) were beaten
and arrested on charges of rioting. They were guilty of the same
exact thing as the other hundreds of us who escaped mostly un-
scathed. SamIAm, Pop, and I went towards the river with about 20
other kids. Somewhere in the mess we lost McFuzz, and Pop called
legal to see if he had called in from jail. All of us debloc-ed (tried
to get rid of our all black, suspicious appearance) and found a com-
munications guy who told us that the cops had people trapped at
Sawyer Point, and at 3rd and Main. After we got word that Sawyer
Point was cleared, we decided to head towards the other hot spot
to create a diversion and help them out. We got there right as the
cops were leaving, and went back to Fountain Square where every-
one was supposedly gathering. There weren’t many there, so our
group went to the Info Center to see what was up (and warm up!).
We stayed there until about 5 pm and walked to Union Terminal,
where the TABD delegates were dining and there was a labor picket
and FNB. It was cold, and since we weren’t with the labor groups,
we didn’t do much (although we sympathized with their cause).
Luckily, we found McFuzz there safe from harm. We got the car
and met the Georgia kids (Wind and Water) by the river and drove
to St. George’s Church on Vine Street for the People’s Party. We
ate food and left because we were really tired. Pop went to Antioch
again for another Black Bloc meeting. There are about 20-30 kids
here tonight. THIS IS WHAT DEMOCRACY LOOKS LIKE!
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November 18

The shit hit the fan today. We slept in at the warehouse until
about 10:30, then went downtown for the Pig Rally. We had papier-
méaché pigs to deliver to our targets (Kroger, Chiquita, Proctor &
Gamble, the GAP, and the TABD). The four of us were a little
late to Fountain Square, and about a block from there some kids
told us that the police harassed and arrested their friends because
they refused to identify themselves (illegal AGAIN). They said that
police were stopping and even searching people that looked like
protesters. They warned us to de-bloc and stay away from the
Square; also to rid ourselves of anything potentially arrest-worthy
(like our rocks and spray paint). Luckily at this point the march
started and the police let us join it. We marched to the Kroger Build-
ing, where we had a permit to picket in front of; however, the police
had barricaded it and we were unable to cross the street and stand
where we had been told we could. We filled in the sidewalk on the
block across the street and were surrounded on the rear end by riot
cops. We had a chance to take the streets before they completely
surrounded it, but most of the Black Bloc was still at Antioch and
the majority of demonstrators present were pacifists. A few of us
stood in the street, and the horse cops tried to push us back and
threatened us. One of them ran their horse into a young male ac-
tivist. A woman got his badge number (like that’ll help). After a
bit, a foreign man begged us to stand with his people in solidarity
and cooperate with the police, so we complied. After peacekeep-
ers spoke with the cops, we were allowed to continue on our way
to the Chiquita HQ. After we got there and delivered the pig, we
were told to disperse. Most of the crowd walked back to Fountain
Square (on the sidewalk, no chanting or anything), which was sur-
prisingly barricaded and full of riot cops. After we saw more cops
on their way, we decided it would be unsafe for us to stay and
headed to Washington Park to get lunch from FNB. Here is the
story we got about what happened at Fountain Square after we
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And, to be completely honest, in the anarchist milieu you need
a certain street credibility. As a woman especially I felt a certain
pressure to be able to talk the talk, so to speak. I consider this to be
both a good and a bad thing—I want to work with people who know
what they are doing, but at the same time I don’t think this sort
of informal peer pressure is healthy. I also believe that there are
other, equally valuable contributions to the anarchist movement
other than being in a Black Bloc. These contributions are often
overlooked or minimized, in favor of the war stories.

Interviewer: How, if any, has your political work changed since
September, 20017

Margaret: I have moved more towards long-term grassroots com-
munity organizing. I feel that the Black Bloc approach has its uses,
but at this point, considering the political climate, it is more costly
than it is beneficial. The legal fees associated with arrest are astro-
nomical, and when anarchist organizations are consistently trying
to move closer to an organizing model rather than a summit hop-
ping model, to go and expend resources for a one-time symbolic
action seems self serving and counter productive.

Interviewer: To what extent is the future of the anarchist move-
ment married to or divorced from Black Bloc tactics?

Margaret: The re-born (post-Seattle) anarchist movement is al-
ways going to be married to the Black Bloc tactic. I am not sure
this is necessarily a bad thing. What we need to do is rethink how
and when we use these types of tactics. So far I think our choices
have been poor.

Interviewer: It has been nearly five years since 9/11. Where do
you see the anarchist movement in another fife years? What about
in fifty years?

Margaret: I think the anarchist movement has grown up a bit,
learned a few lessons, done a lot of reflection (in part through book
projects like this) and is moving on a healthier path that is better
suited to a long term revolutionary struggle, which is what is re-
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Interviewer: On September 28th you and many others still
marched in D.C. What message did you hope to convey by being
there? Was that message heard?

Margaret: The message that I hoped to convey was that it was
still possible to criticize the US/WB/IMF policies and ask for change.
I think that message was lost. It came too soon after 9/11, Peoples’
minds were focused elsewhere and I think the anarchist movement
would’ve been better served to focus on [the] anti-war [movement]
and work with immigrant/Middle Eastern community groups to
help defend those communities from rampant racism/discrimina-
tion both from the INS/Homeland Security and racist white people.

Interviewer: Can you explain what the mood and intensity level
was of those present on that day?

Margaret: The mood was much more tense than other demon-
strations I have been at. High levels of anxiety and uncertainty.
Also a lot of confusion: “Is such and such action still going on,” etc.
It was four years ago, so my memory is a little hazy.

Interviewer: Since 9/11, have you seen a difference in the level of
police repression experienced by the Black Bloc and the anarchist
movement generally?

Margaret: Yes, absolutely. I think what went down in Miami is
a good example of this, as well as general surveillance that many
anarchist organizations have experienced, including the listing of
ABCF on the terrorist listing, and the high sentences that ELF folks
have received.

Interviewer: What initially drew you towards Black Blocs? Do
you believe the motivation of others is of a similar kind?

Margaret: I feel that political action needs to come from all di-
rections. You need grassroots community organizing, well coordi-
nated, intelligent direct action and even some reformist efforts like
rent control.

I feel that it is important to attack capitalism from all directions,
and to draw to attention to issues in a variety of ways—one of them
is through Black Blocs and direct action.
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left: [it was backed up in Sunday’s Enquirer] Riot cops surrounded
a kid that was carrying a flag and arrested him because the stick
holding the flag was a “weapon.” His girlfriend pro- tested and they
arrested her as well. Two photographers, one from the Cincinnati
Enquirer, were pepper-sprayed for taking pictures of the arrests.

After lunch we walked to Lytle Park, where there was an unper-
mitted “Don’t Beat Me” march against police brutality. There was
a much smaller amount of people there than expected, due to three
things: 1) someone (police?) had started rumors that the march had
been canceled; 2) the march was started by someone (police infil-
trators?) WAY too early; and 3) the Black Bloc’s van carrying our
banners and body armor had been detained in Antioch by Yellow
Springs police who were out of their jurisdiction on campus. The
marchers were not given enough time to organize and were led the
wrong way into a police trap near the jail. The bloc had been trying
unsuccessfully to get organized and keep “fluffies” (non-Black Bloc
protesters) out of our ranks. We ended up near the rear, which was
another mistake we made.

A television news camera was present at the beginning, but re-
ceived a phone call and left immediately (who called?), right before
we were blocked in. The police began tear-gassing people immedi-
ately. Keep in mind that all we’d been doing is walking on the side-
walks, chanting. Roughly a third of the Black Bloc took off through
an alley but we yelled at them to slow down and bloc up. Before
we could all get together and escape (we were SOOO close) riot
cops with clubs and/or guns in hand blocked off the escape route.
They yelled at us to get on the ground. We ran back to the rest
of the group (panicking now) and got tear gas in our lungs imme-
diately. After several beatings and arrests, they began letting us
out in groups of four. The Black Bloc reorganized about two blocks
away (a little too close) and was again encircled. We were stuck in
a fenced-in parking lot; a gap in the corner was the only way out.
SamIAm told me to run and I took off. I got out, but SamIAm, who
was right behind me, got blocked in. I was the last escapee. I was
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alone and freaking out. I started bawling, I had been crying since
they started beating my friends at the first trap. Luckily the medics
had been allowed out and they were standing there right next to me.
They asked what was wrong and I told them as calmly as possible
that I was having a panic attack (not the first in my life). They put
a few drops of an herbal substance called Rescue Remedy on my
tongue and got my breathing back to normal (THANKS MEDICS—
you guys rule, I know you’re out there!). One boy, and two girls
(including myself) were the only Black Bloc kids who had gotten
out. We headed to the library, which is where the Black Bloc was
supposed to meet if anything like that happened. There we found
the kids that had been stuck in Antioch with all our really impor-
tant supplies, and who hadn’t been able to join the march.

We all de-bloc-ed and the ones who couldn’t went inside. I did an
audio only interview for Indymedia explaining what was going on
and then saw riot cops coming and ran inside. I hid on the ground
between two bookshelves but the kids in the lobby were forced to
leave the library by cops in full riot gear (in a library?!?). After the
cops left I found one other kid who’d been able to hide successfully.
We went outside and the Indy Media folks told us that the police
were escorting small groups of kids away from the area and that
anyone who looked like a protester (especially Black bloc) was in
danger. Also, that they were looking for a Black Bloc female wear-
ing a scarf. The police had been overheard saying “I want to get
her” and “I want a fucking riot” Me and the boy walked around
the library where I found my affinity group (how relieved we all
were that all four of us were safe!). They told me that the cops had
indiscriminately sprayed and beaten the people in the parking lot,
and that five more Kentucky kids had been arrested. At least three
of them had been at the warehouse with us the night before. Our
group was in the small section of Black Bloc-ers who knew where
the alternate safe place was. We went there, ate, and had a long
meeting in a back room. We decided that the meetings at Antioch
had been infiltrated by someone disguised as one of us. After that
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Interviewer: What was your reaction (feelings, thoughts, etc.)
when you first learned of the September 11th attacks?

Margaret: It was extremely devastating. I work in a high rise
office building, and the effect on my coworkers and overall work
environment was drastic. I have friends who lived in Manhattan,
and it was just general fear and confusion. I was also sickened
by the post-9/11 patriotism, and the refusal on the parts of most
Americans to accept that the only people to blame for this were
ourselves.

Interviewer: How do you think these events affected the anar-
chist movement as well as the larger anti-globalization movement?

Margaret: I think that the anarchist movement took a big kick
in the stomach on 9/11. We now have to distinguish ourselves and
our actions from those of terrorists, have to deal with heightened
security measures, border patrols, and heightened sentencing for
offenses. We are more likely to be subject to surveillance, which
increases our security culture, but makes it so hard to reach out
to new people outside our usual circles. You basically fear that ev-
eryone is a cop. This happened before 9/11, but it has increased
dramatically since.

Interviewer: After the attacks 90% of the September D.C. actions
were called off. Do you think this was necessary, or was it a mis-
take?

Margaret: I do not think was a mistake. I think that most of the
actions, if carried out, would have been met with a much harsher
police response, and much harsher potential consequences. It was
just too big a risk, especially considering we were just a few miles
from the Pentagon.

Also, the entire concept of a symbolic action is to raise awareness
of a certain issue, to get some public attention to your message.
After 9/11, this became impossible. No one would here anything
other than “These terrorists (the anarchists) are trying to weaken
America at a time when we should be standing strong together”
The entire purpose and effect of the actions would have been lost.
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come to Washington, organize an action, talk to people in your
neighborhood or set up your own autonomous zone. People are
rising up everywhere saying no to hate and no to war. Join with
anti-capitalists and other around the world as we take action for
justice!

Interview Concerning September 28th Protest
Against War & Globalization

("Margaret” marched with the Black Bloc on September 28th,
and has marched in numerous other Black Blocs over the
course of the last five years.)

Interviewer: There was much anticipation surrounding upcom-
ing September 2001 anti-IMF/WB demos prior to 9/11. Many felt
that it would mark the largest and most militant anti-globalization
protest in North America to date. Rumors circulated that elements
of the Black Bloc were planning the occupation of an abandoned
hospital. Other rumors circulated that the Bloc would be more
tightly organized and in the street in a big way. Can you confirm
either of these rumors? What was really in the works?

Margaret: I do remember the rumors about the abandoned hos-
pital, but my affinity group chose to avoid that. We came in to
D.C. just for the demo, so we weren’t able to participate in any
pre-planning meetings.

Interviewer: The last major D.C. protest (A16) had a Black Bloc
1000 strong. What did you anticipate the Bloc numbering at this
demo prior to the attacks on the Twin Towers?

Margaret: The same as at A16, if not larger. There was a great
deal of talk leading to the action, in terms of “this is going to be the
biggest/most organized BB ever” sort of rumors. I think that these
rumors were true, as a lot of lessons had been learned since Seattle,
A16 and [the Quebec City] FTAA [riots], and people were studying
German Antifa models and were highly influenced by them.
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some people, including Pop, went back to Antioch. We went back to
the warehouse and hung with the KSPN kids, who were definitely
feeling disillusioned because they were all peaceful protesters and
hadn’t experienced or expected anything like this before. It seemed
like they were in shock.

November 19

There were 47 arrests made yesterday, which makes 54 total
Thursday-Saturday. Today we went down to the jail and showed
support for our friends. They watched us out their tiny windows
and we drummed and held signs for them. We made a circle A (an-
archy) out of people. SamIAm, McFuzz, and I left around 2 pm to
come home. I feel bad for the kids that got arrested. They did the
same stufl as the rest of us, some of them did less. A lot of kids
are staying in Cincy until their friends get out. I think N16 was
a great first large-scale action experience for me and the other in-
experienced activists. For McFuzz, SamIAm, and I, it was our first
Black Bloc. The consequences weren’t as bad as Philly or L.A., and
we accomplished a lot with a lot less people. I plan on continuing
with the Black Bloc and being a pretty militant anarchist, also with
staying involved in FNB and the ARA. And if I ever hear anyone
doubting police brutality, I can think back to this weekend and tell
them how I was run into by horses and pepper sprayed repeat- edly.
Also the cops’ apathetic looks when I was crying, and asked “Don’t
you men have any children?” One even said “Yeah, but they have
a hell of a lot more sense than you guys” (and continued pepper-
spraying and beating kids for standing on the sidewalk). And how
my friends were beaten, and my affinity group was forced to walk
into traffic because their police escort wouldn’t let them stop, and
even said he hoped they got hit by a car. And everything else about
N16. I learned a hell of a lot, and I think we all did, as a movement
and as individuals.

Love, Yertle the Turtle

167



Black Bloc Organizers Respond to Mike Dolan
By Columbus Anti-Racist Action

Southern Ohio,

November 21, 2000

We have included Mike Dolan’s most recent posts to Indymedia
sites as context along with our response. The next comment will
include all our previous correspondence with Mike, unedited as
well as our initial call to action so as to provided context to the
reader without being too long. We encourage people to discuss
these issues but to keep the discussion principled and on target.
We hope that this will stimulate good discussion on the politics of
the anti-globalization movement. Please also feel free to forward
this information as widely as you please and discuss it on your
own listserves and in meetings of your collectives.

Solidarity,
Columbus Anti-Racist Action

To Mike Dolan:
Your recent post on the Indymedia site in regards to the actions in
Cincinnati in opposition to the TABD was a great disappointment,
though certainly not a surprise. The correspondence that has been
traded between yourself and this collective has been included with
this post, as we feel your recent statement is a con- tinuation of
that conversation, which you have now made public. In the let-
ter you initially wrote to Anti-Racist Action (ARA) Columbus in
response to our call for anti-capitalist action in Cincinnati you as-
sured us that you will “never endeavor to marginalize [our] mes-
sage or [our] actions.” The reality is that you have tried to silence
and marginalize the radical left in the anti-globalization movement
from the start, while simultaneously accommodating right-wing
racists, union busters, and the state. Your post is only the most
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for is even more important now. We want to continue to mobi-
lize, though we are all uncomfortable carrying forth in the way we
planned. The tactics that were ideal to the original situation will
not have the same effects at this time. We are no longer calling for
militant blocs. We will take action to inspire, motivate and demon-
strate that a world based on needs not profit; a world of mutual
support; a world free from oppression is possible. This is a time to
come together in true solidarity, in a way that supports all those
working for a better world.

Our plans include a convergence week starting with the opening
of the Anti-Capitalist Convergence Welcome Center on Monday,
September 24. All week long we will engage in skill shares, art,
organizing meetings and outreach. At a time when many people
think that war is the answer to violence talking to our neighbors
will be a revolutionary act. We plan a Community Dialogue with
people about what is happening in the world by asking them Why?
We will continue to make connection between critical local issues
like the lack of housing and health care and global capitalism.

On Saturday morning we will hold Anti-Capitalist March
Against Hate. That afternoon we will establish our Temporary Au-
tonomous Zone to support and provide for ourselves in a caring
and inclusive way. It will be a hate free zone, a war free zone, and
a capitalist free zone. We encourage everyone to make a contribu-
tion whether it be a class for the free school, offering basic med-
ical support, drumming, clothing swap, skill shares, performance,
strategic discussions, food and more!

Saturday evening we are extending an invitation to friends and
neighbors to join together in a “Food Not Bombs” Community Din-
ner. When the state’s pro-war rhetoric claims that “America takes
care of it’s own” yet spends billions on a war when many of its
people go to sleep hungry and homeless it’s time for a change. We
want to model that change.

We urge people to take action together in Washington, D.C. Tak-
ing action at home is equally important, however. If you cannot
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Like most people we were shocked by the events of September
11th and stopped mid-action, mid-thought, our lives interrupted
and forever changed. The enormity of this crisis has affected us
all. The IMF and World Bank have cancelled their meetings and
many groups have called off their events. The political climate in
the United States has severely changed, emotions are running high
and the country is extremely tense. In recent days we have seen
the militarization of our city, increasingly blatant racist attacks and
blind patriotism. Media hysteria and government rhetoric are push-
ing people to unite through religious bigotry and nationalism. Se-
curity, particularly here in Washington, D.C., has been heightened
as the country prepares to go to war.

The US government has failed to recognize the interconnected-
ness of all the forms of violence. Bombing, encouragement of dic-
tatorships, sweatshops for benefit of US corporations, third world
debt, world hunger or lack of shelter and health care are all forms
of violence. The fear and desperation that grows from poverty and
oppression is crucial to any understanding of violence throughout
the world. 35,000 people die from starvation each day even though
there is enough food to feed all. Terror is still terror whether it is
from death from starvation, fear of enslavement by corporations or
fear of bombs or airplanes falling. Until we understand the violence
of our economic, military and foreign policies, we will continue to
foster the conditions that make this kind of terrorism possible.

We demand that no more terror or violence be perpetrated in
our name. We are a movement devoted to social justice. There is
no justice to be found in retribution, war, racism, corporate global-
ization or capitalism itself. We condemn any and all retaliation and
religious persecution of Arab, Arab American and Muslim peoples
and we oppose any attack on our constitutional rights. We will not
hand over our civil liberties to the greater good of the State.

We strongly see the need to come together and act on our visions
of the world we want to create and not on our fears. Though we
came together against the Bank and Fund what we came together
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recent in a long line of actions which have pursued these goals.
As you have chosen to reopen this dialogue in a public forum, we
would like to take this opportunity to respond to the post in ques-
tion, as well as your politics as a whole.

In regards to your first point, we would like to assert that atten-
dance at CHE events was not low due to “so-called ‘liberal’ con-
stituencies” being frightened by the possibility of “confrontations
between so-called ‘radical’ (self-styled ‘anti-capi- talist blocs’) and
the police” The lack of representation from these constituencies
lies in the fact that CHE has no mass base in the community. When
we began organizing for these actions, we reached out to CHE. We
took the time to travel to Cincinnati to attend meetings (without
the luxury of paid expenses or salaries for doing so). We arrived
early and happened to overhear comments such as, “This coalition
doesn’t endorse any direct action; we don’t want any direct action;
and what if those people from Columbus come down?”

While in the meeting we witnessed a discussion about reaching
out to communities of color. Again, this discussion was framed in
terms of working with “those people.” When a union representative
at the meeting suggested that holding the main march on a Friday
would drastically decrease participation on the part of union mem-
bers, no changes were made to the schedule. CHE made no effort
to support the ongoing struggle against police brutality and ram-
pant racism in Cincinnati. No attempt was made to link issues of
gentrification of the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood or police mur-
der (you do know that the Cincinnati PD went on a killing spree
the week before the protests?) to issues of globalization. CHE was
not willing or able to do the outreach necessary to their own con-
stituencies and to communities in Cincinnati in order to mobilize a
mass base around their analysis of globalization and the appropri-
ate way to protest it. This is why turnout was low at CHE events. It
is surprising that you would criticize CHE actions as being poorly
attended, and then characterize these same events as successful in
your second point. This suggests that according to you, a success-
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ful action is one which is “covered by the mainstream media fairly
well?”

We are under the impression that the movement to stop global-
ization or global capitalism is about resistance to oppression, not
about symbolic action or getting good press. How is pursuing the
approval of NBC, which is owned by GE, or ABC which is owned
by Disney, an act of resistance to globalization? We are not here
to engage in a futile dialogue with the manufacturers of nuclear
weapons and racist cartoons about the lengths of our chains and
the sizes of our cages, nor do we measure the successes of our
actions in terms of praise and approval from these organizations.
Your third point stands in direct contradiction to your conclusion
that “the elements of the anticorporate globalization ‘movement’
need to coordinate better and avoid marginalizing one another in
the planning of these big tent actions.” The statements made in your
third point are a transparent attempt to discredit the actions of the
Radical Anti-Capitalist Bloc (RACB) and the many other affinity
groups and individuals who decided to join the bloc in its break-
off march. The fact is that more than the majority of the protesters
present at this “big tent action” chose to march with the RACB
on Friday; your attempt to downplay this action suggests that the
main goal of your post is to erase the presence and silence the
voices of the majority of the protesters. This is certainly not in the
“democratic” spirit you claim to pursue. The fact is that your “big
tent” is not as inclusive as the terminology would suggest. Appar-
ently, “big tent unity” comes, for us, at the price of our silence and
obedience. This was made clear when we were ordered by CHE
to march silently to Fountain Square, and when we were publicly
told to leave if we did not organize around CHE’s agenda and tac-
tics. It’s also clear again that you would rather have Buchanan in
your tent than working people and people of color. Perhaps this
is why you and CHE had few people other than us at a demon-
stration you called. After all, it is easy to say people were afraid
to be near us; much easier than blaming your racist politics and
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Members:
Roundhouse Collective (Baltimore)
Sabate Anarchist Collective (Boston)
Groupe anarchiste Emile-Henry (Quebec City)
Union locale de Quebec (Quebec)
Supporters:
Barricada Collective (Boston)
Prole Revolt (Morgantown)
Freyheyt Collective (Toronto)
Friends:
Houston ABCF (Anarchist Black Cross Federation)
ABCEF People of Color Caucus
Infoshop.org
Global Toxin (Maryland)

Call to Action Against The War!

(The following call was issued in light of the September 11th
Attacks)

The Anti-Capitalist Convergence is continuing our mobilization
in Washington, D.C. September 24 through October 1. We are call-
ing for a march against the growing capitalist war on Saturday
morning, September 29th and invite all those interested in creating
a world free from terror, hate, racism, poverty and war to demon-
strate our unity and vision for a better world.

For the past 5 months we have been organizing a mass mobiliza-
tion against the fall meetings of the IMF and World Bank because
of their role in enforcing global capitalism. In the process of this
organizing we have been working to strengthen our community
by making the connections between capitalism and issues local to
D.C. We had been planning a large, diverse and beautiful protest
and were optimistic that these demonstrations would be a ground
breaking step for the Anti-Capitalist movement.
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powerful,

or even noticed by their lackeys in the media.

Our signs ignored.

Our puppets mocked.

Our red & black banners torn and sullied.

Our voices, cheers and songs choked on gas.

Our drums and dancing silenced by baton and bullet.
Our cries for justice held in contempt.

And still, we resist!

The crunch of glass under our feet does nothing to change our
world. A spectacle of militant protest is quickly forgotten. Symbolic
confrontation with an inner tube or a Molotov cocktail is still sym-
bolic confrontation. Dining on ashes does not satisfy our hunger.
Protest, protest, protest... is not there more than this? There is di-
rect action.

We call upon revolutionaries throughout the world to join the
Anti-Capitalist Convergence against the globalization of oppres-
sion and neoliberalism.

We will act without intermediaries, there can be no mediators in
class struggle.

We will defy the authority of the state, their laws were only
shackles.

We will violate the property of the capitalists, they can offer us
nothing that wasn’t already ours.

We will take direct action.

For anarchy and communism!

North Eastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists (NEFAC)
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paternalistic attitude. You can not reach out to people who are
specifically targeted for extra suffering by fascists and then turn
around and share a movement with fascists; the tent simply is not
big enough. We understand now that when you asked us to keep
our correspondence with you private, it served a number of func-
tions: your racist politics were not exposed prior to the Cincinnati
actions; your boss, Lori Wallach, was not exposed as an informant
for testifying against the Black Bloc in Congres- sional hearings;
and you were able to avoid taking responsibility for cop-baiting us.
The Anti-Racist Action Network is a decade old, continent-wide,
and well respected for the anti-police work we do. In our corre-
spondence, you accuse us of divisiveness and you state that “even
if you are not working for the Man you are giving aid and comfort
to the enemy when you taunt others in the movement. Third-string
COINTELPRO tactics, like cop baiting, are far more useful to the
“Man” than is raising principle issues concerning race, class, and
fascist collaboration. We feel these are essential discussions. Your
alliances and your stand are clear to us, and there is no room in the
big tent for informants and racists. Apparently the good will of a
murdering, racist police force and a fascist like Pat Buchanan are
more important to you than working with radical youth, working
class people, and communities of color. If you are sincere in your
pursuit of an inclusive anti-globalization movement, you will up-
hold the promise you made us (and, therefore, the RACB) in your
second letter to Anti-Racist Action Columbus that we will “never
hear [you] marginalize any of us publicly in either the mainstream
or independent media.” If you are sincere in your pursuit of an in-
clusive anti-globalization movement, you will cease collaboration
with right-wing racists like Pat Buchanan and union-busting tex-
tile magnates like Roger Milliken. We intend to pursue an inclusive
anti-globalization movement, and will await actions on your part
which suggest you intend the same.
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Sincerely,
Columbus Anti-Racist Action

N16 arrests Cincinnati “direct action”
by Mike Dolan

November 18 2000, Sat, 12:05 pm
Oakland, California phone: 510-834-8129

Just three comments about the mobilization against the TABD
in Cincinnati:

1) The turnout was quite low and part of the reason is that so-
called “liberal” constituencies that have serious membership - e.g.,
organized labor and mainstream enviro groups were concerned
about the confrontations between so-called “radical” (self-styled
“anti-capitalist blocs”) and the police. Tear gas, property destruc-
tion, arrests, etc. So they stayed away.

2) The events that were organized by CHE and Public Citi-
zen’s Global Trade Watch—namely, the rally/press conference at
Fountain Square and the Teach-In at St. Peter in Chains, both on
Thursday—were successful. A multi-sectoral critique of corporate
globalization was described and proclaimed at both events, which
the mainstream media covered fairly well.

3) The “direct action” seems to have consisted of some folks leav-
ing the permitted march route on Friday, knocking some stuff over
and moving some barricades, maybe breaking a window or two,
and then getting gassed and divided up by riot-geared and mounted
cops. I'm a little surprised that nothing more creative was planned
by the CDAC or any of the affinity groups who came to South-
ern Ohio to help expose the pernicious agenda of the TABD. There
were probably some more clever and energetic actions that haven’t
been reported in the Cincy rags; I look forward to hearing about
them.

172

for neocolonialism, steering production to elite markets, while lo-
cals suffer for basic needs. They lower wages, proliferate sweat
shops and repress organized labor. Their development projects are
environmentally destructive. They privatize education, health care
and water; burdens felt most heavily by women world-wide. They
force relocations, and destroy communal possession of the land. All
under the guise of neoliberalism—that racist irrationality which
denies the historic and current realities of the mass exploitation
and dehu- manization of people of color, especially those living in
the “Global South” These reasons, and more, make the World Bank
and IMF the target of protests against the rising tide of capitalist
globalization. However, the strength of the working class is not in
protest—it is in direct action.

In the center of the corporate empire, the fortress of greed and
arrogance is guarded by fire-proof storm troopers waging chemi-
cal warfare. Inside this fortress sit the mobsters of capitalism, loan
sharks growing fat from offers that cannot be refused. The global
capitalist police state is built on a foundation of lies. The heart of
their “democracy” is a farce. It is a colony of tyranny. In a house
of white supremacy hides a naked emperor surrounded by glory-
hungry generals and power-hungry politicians—unelected, unac-
countable, unwanted, and unnecessary. If this is what “democracy”
looks like, we want none of it.

How can you speak truth to power, when it is from lies that
power sprung?

How can you appeal to power, when it is through your acknowl-
edgment that they rule?

How can you condemn self-defense, when their lies have always
been backed with violence?

How can you condemn sabotage, when everywhere it is the accu-
mulation of property and profit that destroys?

We want no seat at the table for a feast of blood money.

We march to nowhere, we march in circles.

Hopping from summit to summit in hopes of being seen by the
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While 10,000 anti-war demonstrators is a far cry from the
100,000 previously expected at the IMF-WB actions, the demonstra-
tion should be understood as a powerful statement against the path
that the powers that be were about to traverse. Given the level ap-
prehension and fear cultivated by the government and corporate
media following 9-11, it is a testament to human fortitude and will-
ingness to stand on common principle that anyone, let alone 25,000
were willing to make their opposition known in the streets of Wash-
ington, D.C.

IMF/World Bank Protests - Sept 2001
Statement from NEFAC
The Call

This is What Direct Action Looks Like
September 24 - October 3

(The following call was issued before the attacks on September
11, 2001)

“Direct Action is representative of the combined bat-
tle against exploitation and oppression. It announces,
with inherent clarity, the direction and orientation of
the working class’s endeavors in its relentless attack
upon capitalism. It means that the working class, in
constant rebellion against the existing state of affairs,
expects nothing from outside people, powers or forces,
but rather creates its own conditions of struggle and
looks to itself for its means of action”

—Emile Pouget

The World Bank and International Monetary Fund control more
investment capital and have more policy influence in the world
economy than any other institutions. They restructure economies
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The elements of the anti-corporate globalization “movement”
need to coordi- nate better and avoid marginalizing one another
in the planning of these big tent actions.

Mike Dolan

Red November, Black November:
A tribute to the Black Bloc at N16
by Ralph Chaplin + friends. 11/22/00

Red November, black November. Bleak November, black and red;
Hallowed month of Labor’s martyrs, Labor’s heroes, Labor’s dead.
Labor’s hope and wrath and sorrow. Red the promise, black the
threat; Who are we to not remember? Who are we to dare forget!

Black and red the colors blended, Black and red the pledge we
made; Red, until the fight is ended, Black, until the debt is paid.
August Spies and Albert Parsons With Joe Hill and all the rest. Who
are we to not remember? Who are we to dare forget!

Black the flag and black the mask, Red the hearts that beat as
one; Spur us to this better task,

Like rays of light from autumn’s sun. Red November, black
November, Red the promise, black the threat; Who are we to not
remember? Who are we to dare forget!
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Chapter XIII
J20: DC and Inauguration Day
January 2001

Overview

Inauguration Day, January 20th in Washington D.C., was
marked by the largest protests against the swearing in of a United
States President since Richard Nixon in 1973. Of the more then
20,000 demonstrators, over 600 were composed of Black Bloc
forces.

The majority of the protesters were of your common leftist stock,
with a small number composed of Democrats angered over what is
widely viewed as a false or fixed election result. These assertions,
that Al Gore was the rightful victor, are probably accurate, but
are ultimately irrelevant from an anarchist perspective. This plan
was coordinated by the Justice Action Movement (JAM), a Liberal
coalition open to dissenting Democrats and the nonviolent Liberal
Left, and openly hostile to the non-pacifist Black Bloc. The strat-
egy of these protesters was to fan out along the Presidential pa-
rade route in groups of less then twenty-five, as such small groups
do not require a permit for their ‘legal’ presence. The idea was to
line the entire parade route with a visual presence of anti-Bush,
anti-Republican protesters. That way they believed their voice of
dissent could not be as easily ignored as would normally expected.
Of course, the corporate media still managed to do a ‘fine job’ of
not mentioning them.
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came clear that 9-11 would also be used as a pretext to invade and
occupy oil rich Iraq. However, lets not get ahead of ourselves.

In the days immediately following 9-11 it became clear that the
U.S. would invade Afghanistan. In response the planned IMF-WB
protests evolved into not only an action against globalization, but
also against the impending war. The Anti-Capitalist Convergence
and a new anti-war coalition (ANSWER) called for a demonstration
on September 28th. Religious and pacifists organizations such as
The American Friends Service Committee called for a rally on the
29th.

On the 28th, an estimated 10,000 people took to the streets voic-
ing their opposition to war. Of these nearly 2,000 were represented
in the explicitly anti-capitalist contingent, including a Black Bloc
several hundred strong. Simultaneously, more the 80 solidarity
demonstrations were organized in dozens of other U.S. cities and
across the globe. Some of the larger of these were in San Francisco
(10,000), Los Angeles (2,000), and Athens Greece (10,000). In D.C.
events got underway around 9:00 a.m. with the anti-capitalist con-
tingent, behind a banner that read “No War But Class War”, and the
Black Bloc marching from Union Station. As this group approached
the IMF building riot police encircled them. After an hour long
stand off, the pigs relinquished, and the march moved to link up
with the larger protest organized by ANSWER. Along the way they
passed a construction site where workers cheered their support.

After linking up with the other demonstrators, the combined
forces of tens of thousands of people headed towards the Capi-
tal building. Both phases of the march included a limited number
of confrontations between the Bloc and the police. Even so, the
day was largely peaceful, and only a handful of protesters were
arrested.

The following day a rally was held by overt pacifist elements
drew an estimated 3,000 people.
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First they told us the attacks were launched by foreign Islamic
extremists. Then they told us this enemy would have to be hunted
down and killed in order to preserve freedom. What they didn’t
tell us was that many of these terrorists where trained and sup-
plied by the CIA during the Cold War. A generation ago the Fed-
eral Government hedged its bets on these people, wound them up,
then pointed them at the Soviet Union and her allies. In addition
to directly challenging the security of the Soviet Union’s south-
ern boarders, they hoped to limit communist influence in the Arab
and broader Islamic world. One should recall that at in the 1970s
the predominate, armed, underground organizations (and popular
movements) were left wind and secular by nature. Groups like the
Palestinian Liberation Army were found working with left wing
European guerrillas like the Red Army Faction, and the Provisional
Irish Republican Army. And again, Arab states, who often claimed
a degree of socialism, displayed strong sympathies for the Eastern
Bloc. These were trends that the Western capitalists sought to over
turn through the covert support of Islamic Extremism. The maxim,
‘the enemy of my enemy is my friend’ may, at times, be true. But
what happens when your primary enemy disappears? So yes, on
September 11th, 2001, just over ten years after the collapse of the
Warsaw Pact, the U.S. experienced a horrendous act of terrorism
on its own soil. These were terrorists of our own creation.

As the smoke was still rising, the government moved fast to use
this tragedy not as a moment for self reflection—not as a chance
to reevaluate past foreign policies that may have backfired, but as
a tool to attempt militaristic homogenization abroad, and pacifi-
cation of decent within. President Bush immediately announced
the intension to go to war with Afghanistan, who he claimed
were shielding those responsible for the attacks. Congress pushed
through the now infamous USA PATRIOT Act (rumored to have
been largely written following Seattle) which essentially stripped
the protections guaranteed to civilians under the Bill of Rights. Po-
lice and military spending grew exponentially. And by 2003 it be-

226

The State responded to the presence of these protesters by forc-
ing citizens to pass through police and Secret Service check points
where they were subject to arbitrary searches, where all banners
and/or flags posted to poles of more then a quarter inch in diame-
ter were confiscated and where select individuals were even denied
entrance if the law enforcement agents deemed it necessary. This
was the first time in U.S. history that public access to the Presiden-
tial parade route was restricted in such a manner. Welcome to the
Police State.

The day’s events became interesting at two major junctures. The
first being when approximately 250 persons from the Black Bloc
were surrounded by police and threatened with mass arrest. This
situation was resolved when a large number of demonstrators from
within the National Organization of Women (NOW) and JAM sur-
rounded the police and demanded the release of the prospective
prisoners. The police, being greatly outnumbered, caved in and al-
lowed the continuing movement of this Black Bloc faction. This act
of solidarity demonstrated an underlying recognition of ‘common
cause’ on the part of the rank and file constituents of the growing
social protest movement, despite the “official” Liberal leadership’s
hesitance to embrace a more radical analysis and tactics.

The second interesting event of the day occurred with the Bloc’s
charging and toppling of a police/Secret Service check point, and
its subsequent forced immersion into the direct vicinity of the Pres-
idential parade route. This act proved once again the vulnerability
of law enforcement in the face of mass militance. The myth of the
invincibility of organizations such as the Secret Service is quickly
being dismantled through the demonstrated abilities of the people
to subvert their physical machinery and organization.

The ramifications of this act rest with the likelihood that as more
tactical victories are achieved by the Bloc, the Bloc will grow more
confident and hence more militant in future actions. Of course this
will not occur without State escalation, which in turn will demand
tactical modification on the part of the Bloc.
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The day’s action drew a few arrests, and was marked by several
militant confrontations between the Black Bloc and law enforce-
ment. These clashes, the most significant of which occurred at the
Navy Memorial along the Presidential parade route, routinely re-
sulted in tactical retreats on the part of the police.

It deserves mention as a final point that the Bloc managed new
tactical displays of competence by adapting “Autonoman”-like reg-
imental structure by marching in a tight-knit formation organized
according to affinity groups, and by lining their perimeters with
banners in order to make select arrest of constituents a more diffi-
cult task. This is a positive development in that it shows the will-
ingness and ability of the Bloc to refine its practices according to
practical needs.

In the end, the action of the day created an atmosphere of dissent
towards the ruling clique of bureaucrats. President George Bush
Jr’s limo was pelted by bottles, eggs and rocks from the Black Bloc,
and he was forced to witness protesters throughout his so called
victory march. It was a day well spent.

A Call For a United Revolutionary Presence At
The Presidential Inauguration

On Saturday, January 20th, 2001 thousands of people from all
over the United States will converge on the streets of Washing-
ton, D.C. to protest against the dictatorship of the corporate class,
the circus of US representative “democracy,” and the international
death machine that is the US government.

The demonstration in Washington the day of the presidential in-
auguration is a great opportunity to demonstrate our opposition,
not only to whoever it is that may eventually win the presidency,
but to the entire state system, from the dictatorship of capital, to
the sham of representative democracy by making Washington ours
during inauguration day and disrupting the ceremony of the ruling
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In the first case, it was believed that by taking over, and holding
this hospital, the Bloc would be able to focus attention upon the
failure of the social system under capitalism, and the growing de-
mand to prioritize human needs over corporate profit margins. In
the second case, it was hoped that the Bloc would be able to reach
a new level of effectiveness without falling into the pattern of dis-
array and confusion in the face of police attacks. These bold plans
were not without risk. The police shooting of Black Bloc protesters
at recent demonstrations in Europe added to the already intense
atmosphere. With the death of anarchist Carlo Giuliani, who was
shot in the head during the G-8 protests in Genoa, nobody was tak-
ing the encroaching demonstrations lightly. However, as events
unfolded, these experiments in Black Bloc tactics would have to
wait.

The tragedy of the September 11th attacks on the four commer-
cial airliners and on the Twin Towers in New York City would not
only compel the main event organizers, the Mobilization for Global
Justice coalition, to pull out of the protests, but also tens of thou-
sands of previously committed union members, and leftists. The
IMF and World Bank, for there part, eventually moved to cancel
their meetings.

As the World Trade Center fell, taking with it thousands of inno-
cent lives, the Left paused. For a moment confusion and fear swept
the nation. In the immediate aftermath of the attacks troops sur-
rounded the White House, parts of the capital were evacuated, the
borders were shut down, all commercial aircraft were grounded.
Rumors ran wild about other terrorists attacks. Much of the gov-
ernment went into secured hiding. For many Americans, the situa-
tion was initially beyond their comprehension. One must keep in
mind, that the U.S., unlike Europe and much or the world, has not
suffered a modern war on its own soil. In short, Americans are not
accustomed to living like folks are compelled to in places like Pales-
tine, Belgrade, and Baghdad. The U.S. government came crashing
into this void like gang busters.
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Chapter XV

DC and the Twin Towers: A
Battle Postponed
September 28-29, 2001

An Overview

The demonstrations planed for the capital during late Septem-
ber of 2001 (timed to coincide with the meetings of the IMF-WB)
were anticipated to be the largest and most militant yet in the grow-
ing U.S. anti-globalization movement. Coming on the heels of mass
anti-capitalism actions in Europe (Gothenburg, Sweden and Genoa,
Italy) many believed that these actions would mark a new phase in
the domestic class struggle. Upwards of 200,000 people were ex-
pected in the streets, and the Black Bloc was expected to reach
sizes at least double that of the previous year. Some law enforce-
ment officials were publicly stating that they expected the Bloc to
be 10,000 strong. While this should be considered an overstatement,
it is possible that it could have reached numbers closer to 3000.

Key anarchist collectives across the continent were formulating
plans which would have brought Black Bloc tactics to a new level
sophistication. The two most prominent possibilities (which were
not necessarily considered to be mutually exclusive) were to 1. oc-
cupy a recently closed down hospital, and 2. organize a highly mo-
bile street fighting brigade utilizing a more comprehensive internal
structure.
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class. In the spirit of the mobilizations of the past year, from Seattle,
to Washington, to Cincinnati, and everywhere in between, we are
calling for revolutionaries to stand together as a bloc and refuse
to serve as mere numbers for reformist and authoritarian organi-
zations that don’t represent our desires, aims, or Instead, we pro-
pose a demonstration that not only highlights our opposition to the
present order, but also puts forth revolutionary antiauthoritarian
alternatives. Therefore, we are calling for antiauthoritarian revolu-
tionaries to bring their banners and flags, be they black, red, red
and black, black and green, or whatever else and gather in Wash-
ington at 10 am on Saturday, January 20th, 2001 at Pennsylvania
Ave. and 14th St. NW under the slogan “Class War Now... For a
Classless, Stateless Society.”

We are not calling for any particular tactics, simply for revolu-
tionaries to come prepared to march on the Presidential Inaugu-
ration and for a festival of resistance, struggle, and revolutionary
alternatives to the capitalist system. It will take a lot of work to
make this mobilization a success and a show of force for the North
American revolutionary movement. If you wish to help make the
January 20th initiative succeed, spread the word, organize caravans
to Washington, copy and distribute this call, make banners and
flags, keep in touch as details of the mobilization become available,
contact us to endorse the call, and come to Washington on January
20th ready for a festival of resistance.

-The Barricada Collective, Sabate Anarchist, Agitate! (Balti-
more), The Onward Collective (Gainesville), ABCF People of Color
Caucus, Anarchist Black Cross Federation-Houston, Radio Sexto
Sol (Houston), People Against Racist Terror, Anarchist Soccer
League (New Brunswick), ABCF-Kent, Infoshop.org (Washington,
DC), ARA Columbus, Brighter Days Collective (Lansing), Aron
Pieman Kay, Global Pastry Uprising, Tenant’s Voice (Kansas),
Free Anarchist Collective (Detroit), Grain RAGE (upper Midwest),
Resistance Against Genetic Engineering, Anarchists Anonymous
(Minneapolis), GALA (Green Anarchists), Insurrectionary Anony-
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mous, Active Transformation Newspaper Collective (Detroit/Lans-
ing), Brian MacKenzie Center (Washington, DC), Stenka Razin An-
archist Group (Kansas City)

Statements Concerning Up-Coming J20 Action
By The Barricada Collective

The Revolutionary Anti-Authoritarian Bloc has been working
hard to make the January 20th mobilization a success, and so far
it looks like interest is high, as we are currently networking with
people from all over the USA who plan to come to Washington and
march with us. In order to keep people up to speed on what is be-
ing planned we are posting the following information, as well as
re-posting the call for those who may not have seen it. We also can-
not urge people enough to subscribe to the email list, as it is our
most effective method of communication. We strongly encourage
people to help spread this information as much as possible, by for-
warding it to lists that they may be on (especially city or regional
lists) or by printing it and distributing it, in order to help continue
to get the word out.

If you have any questions whatsoever, please do not hesitate to
contact us at barricadacollective@hotmail.com.

The RAAB plans to take part in a variety of actions during inau-
guration day. For a variety of reasons, we cannot at this time dis-
close the details for all the events planned for the course of January
20th. For the moment the initial assembly point is around the large
Class War banner that will be at Pennsylvania Avenue and 14th St.
NW. However, amongst other things, there is currently talk of a
march which will start earlier than the International Action Cen-
ter march. This is however not yet confirmed. Therefore, for reg-
ular updates on this as well as other events please send a request
to be subscribed to the Barricada e-mail list: barricadacollective@
hotmail.com.
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is that we demand an end to these oppressions by ANY MEANS
NECESSARY! Only a revolutionary (Anarchist) movement, utiliz-
ing both violent and non-violent means of action, will be able to
prevail. It is critical that we always resist tactics used, like those
of SalAMI, against our solidarity. We will continue contending op-
pressive bindings by using these actions, which we know break
away these ties. Through this specific mass demonstration in Que-
bec City, SalAMI has proven that they are one with these bindings
(state, police, etc.) working to keep muzzled the voices of individu-
als who strive to end the tyranny over all peoples.

Black Bloc members,

Lady, Un-named (Columbus ARA), Dustin, Uh-Oh (Cleveland
ARA), David (Green Mountain Anarchist Collective), Uraich (ARA)
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On Friday April 20 2001, persons identifying themselves as mem-
bers of SalAMI held down a member of the Black Bloc who was
allegedly seen participating in the physical destruction of a corpo-
rate power symbol. These members of SalAMI worked in arms with
members of elite forces (police and state) of oppression to attempt
an arrest of the individual. This is not what democracy looks like.
On Saturday April 21, a group of 20-30 people, several of them iden-
tifying themselves as SalAMI, used public shaming against a Black
Bloc member after a bank (symbol of corporate power / capitalism
/ classism / small elite /etc.) received a blow to the window.

The group began a unified “booing” and pointing to single out
the individual to police and other protestors. One person form the
group ran forward and began screaming at two Bloc members. The
tone and intent were clear, but it was not sure what was actually
said because this man spoke solely in French. On the same day, two
men attempted to attack a Black Bloc member with pepper spray.
When asked to identify themselves, it was confirmed they were
members of the processed meat crew. The situation de-escalated
when the two men were quickly outnumbered by the Bloc’s soli-
darity to their members.

Much time was spent by this network lurking around the Black
Bloc, following them like the po[lice], and trying to observe tactics
and actions taken. Through the demonstration of these interests,
it is concluded that SalAMI members played into the hands of the
state. Time was spent “fighting elite holds over the resources and
peoples of the world,” by attempting to smother and arrest Black
Bloc actions. These attempts were both pitiful and counterpro-
ductive to the Anti-Fascist/Anti-Capitalist movement as a whole.
These “non-violent” anti-property destruction people who din we
are wrong because of our historically displayed principles against
symbols and practices of rampant destruction to the environment
and peoples of the world, need to recognize that we essentially
want the same things as the people who choose to stand up for op-
pressions by sitting in front of a police line. The major difference
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Also, we would like to take this opportunity to make it clear
that the decision to march at the IAC march does not represent an
endorsement of the IAC. We are simply choosing to use the IAC
march as the initial assembly point for the bloc because of issues
of safety and convenience, as the IAC meeting location will be le-
gal and crowded. We will however be an independent bloc with our
own banner and our own re-vindication. During the course of the
march “For Class War, For a Classless, Stateless Society,” informa-
tion about the rest of the day’s events will be distributed through
fliers and word of mouth.

Needless to say, Washington on January 20th will be a city
swamped with all the branches of the repressive forces of the state,
including over 4,000 policemen. Therefore, we are providing some
information that we feel it is important for people to have in order
to minimize the risk of unwanted run-ins with police and to help
those who come to Washington this day.

« There will be what is being termed a “Hub,” for meeting dur-
ing the day, although not necessarily a convergence center.
Again, for the address once it is available, contact Barricada.

+ Groups of 25 people or less do not need a permit to demon-
strate along the inaugural parade route. Inauguration in-
tends to eventually disperse into groups of 25 or less along
the parade route and have a presence by being spread out
around the city. The bloc will decide, through consensus de-
cision making when the time comes, what direction to take
once the march has ended. However, it is important that peo-
ple who intend to come in “Black Bloc” are dressed in a man-
ner that would make it at least to some extent feasible to mix
in with the crowd. For example, patches and easily identifi-
able pieces of clothing are not suggested. This is always the
case, but even more so for January 20th.
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 Banners and flags our obviously suggested and welcome, but
they may become a nuisance later in the day if you do not
have a place to leave them and they are large and/or heavy.
Therefore, think about whether you want to have them with
you or not.

« A final note, for those who receive Barricada’s monthly mag-
azine: In the January issue there is a text very similar to this
one. However since going to press we have decided to no
longer work with the Justice Action Movement.

They have been showing themselves to increasingly dominated
by centrists and reformists collaborating with police and welcom-
ing even Democrats who clearly state that they are protesting sim-
ply because they feel Bush should not be president in their desper-
ate pandering to the mainstream. There has also been a lot of anti-
anarchist, anti-Marxist, and pro-patriotic talk on their discussion
list. Therefore, while we wish them the best of luck, we are separat-
ing ourselves from them as, while we attempt to be inclusive and
non-sectarian, we have to draw the line somewhere.

Some Notes on the DC Black Bloc
by a RAAB Organizer
January 21, 2001

« Some people said it seemed that the bloc march had no di-
rection. We knew exactly where we were going, for a short
march around the area and then to Washington Post, and
indeed got there. Unfortunately, possibly due to the fact that
it was just us, some people were rather timid, and it didn’t
get the treatment it deserved.

« A lot of people have commented that it was one of the best
organized blocs they have been at, in that the banners down
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groundwork for a new society. In short, how to build an effective,
grass-roots, anti-authoritarian movement towards a classless, state-
less society. The infrastructure is to a large extent already in place,
it is a matter of using and expanding it intelligently.

See you in October!
Nicolas, Barricada Collective

A Denunciation OF SalAMI
[From Sections Of The A20 Black Bloc]

The following is a statement that may be endorsed by any Black
Bloc member who was present in Quebec City for the actions on
Friday April 20, and Saturday April 21. This will be made public (i.e.
sent to SalAMI) by Tuesday May 15th. If you would like to endorse
this, please respond by then.

<right>—Lady</right>

SalAMI means “dirty friend” in French. The purpose of this
document is to publicly denounce a citizen-based network called
SalAML. This is written out of response to tactics and forces used
by members of SalAMI against members of the Black Bloc, during
the protests of the FTAA in Quebec City.

Forming in 1998, Operation SalAMI is a “direct action network
born in the context of a citizens right campaign against the MIA”
Their long-term mission is “the desire to create a new form of social
power with the potential to counter and even reverse the dynam-
ics of impoverishment and destruction caused by the sway which
a small elite holds over the resources and the people of the world”
We would like to point out that actions taken against Black Bloc
members, directly contradict their mission statement for democ-
racy the end to destruction by the small elite. In fact, it suppressed
a heavy form of social power that counters and reverses the de-
struction they speak of.
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people for most of the day, it was composed primarily of people
who were prepared both mentally and materially for the risks as-
sociated with being in a Black Bloc. This resulted in people staying
tight, avoiding arrest, being mobile, and accomplishing many very
effective actions.

Being a tactic, the primary concern of any Black Bloc should be
effectiveness. If a Black Bloc is not effective, whether it be at getting
a message across, heightening visibility of anarchist or revolution-
ary presence in a struggle, or performing specific actions, then it
serves no purpose. It is not meant to be an all are welcome free for
all. This is something that the German autonomes understand (pre-
cisely the reason why each line is composed only of people who
know each other, to weed out cops and tourists), and it is proba-
bly something we in North America should begin to think about.
Anarchism is about freedom, but it is also about personal responsi-
bility. If one is not willing to accept that as a participant in a Black
Bloc one is, amongst other things, responsible for looking out for
the safety of others (i.e. being willing to perform unarrests) and
having other people’s backs when they need it, then you are not
acting responsibly.

Conclusion

Despite the inevitable shortcomings and setbacks, it is fair to
say that Quebec City marked a step forward for the revolutionary
anti-capitalist movement, and certainly for the Black Bloc. It is be-
coming clearer and clearer that we are riding a wave of popular
discontent, coupled with interest about (and open minds towards)
anti-authoritarian alternatives to capitalism, that North America
has not seen in many years. What we need to begin looking at now
is how to better structure ourselves in order to be more effective in
future actions and in order to defend ourselves from the inevitable
repression of the ever more threatened state, how to continue to
build our links to other communities, and how to begin laying the
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the sides helped keep it very tight and to a large extent the
demo was composed of people in organized lines of affinity
groups, rather than simply a mass of people. This is more
secure and effective. Plus comms was good and we did after
all manage to get approximately 600 people with only two
months work.

When the police surrounded everybody about 80 from the
bloc escaped through an alley, others turning back, and
about 10 were able to break my opinion the DC developed
a good protestors, we had a bloc was a success. We relation-
ship with other long, large, and organized through the po-
lice lines. Meanwhile a decent sized bloc assembled across
the street and tried to stop traffic to put pressure on the po-
lice. Three times the bloc charged, but the farthest we got was
halfway across. Eventually the TAC march came through the
area and police were forced to let everybody go as they were
becoming themselves surrounded by protestors.

Probably one of the most impressive actions was when a
wagon was taken and it wasn’t used to smash just a barricade,
but to completely barrel through one of the checkpoints. The
wagon sent the barricades flying, the cops scattered and we
all surged through. Had it not been for a quick thinking se-
cret service agent who drove his car into the middle of the
road, rest assured the bloc would have kept going right into
the parade route with no problems. In any case, once we were
past we encountered lots of plainclothes police and secret
service, but fortunately everybody they got was unarrested
(one of them got a barrel thrown at him). In terms of prop-
erty damage, several windows were broken, a luxury car was
damaged, and the secret service car that blocked the wagon
was quite damaged as well.

181



 Things were quite calm for a while until we went to Navy

Memorial. Quite a few American flags were burnt, the black
and red and black flags were hoisted, two Black Blocers did
an amazing dive over the cops and into the crowd to avoid
arrest, and we did indeed fight them off the square. From this
point on there was about an hour and a half of constant fights
back and forth between Black Blocers (supported by a good
15 RCP Youth) and riot police with shields and secret service.
Again, the bloc fought well, had several unarrests, and only
two arrests.

When the parade went by it was greeted with a decent hail
of rocks and bottles. There was talk of going to the balls, but
when we reassembled for the last time (at about 5) we were
only about 50, so it was decided to call it a day.

All in all, given the tight security, and the actions that were
done, I have to say that in march, we completely destroyed
a police checkpoint and arrived to within one line of police
from breaking into the parade route, we only had about 5
arrests, and most importantly I think, we demonstrated yet
again that from now on every time there is a ceremony of
the ruling class it will take thousands and thousands of cops
to keep them safe.

A RAAB organizer
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Quite simply, this is the phenomenon of the “Black Bloc specta-
tor” People who dress in black, march with the Black Bloc, chant,
etc. Yet, when conflict begins, be it unarresting, property damage,
confrontations with police, or whatever else, they disappear, or
watch safely from the back. Examples of this would be the people
who ran as soon as the first line of police appeared in DC during
the inauguration or those who disappeared when the fence was
torn down on Friday the 20th in Quebec. In both cases after events
such as these, the blocs numbers were halved. Of course some of
this is due to other factors, such as dispersal, being lost in a crowd,
etc., but a fair number of people in the Black Bloc seem to be there
simply to add to the numbers.

This does have its advantages however. The first is that the larger
the mass of people, the more the cover for those doing direct ac-
tions. Secondly, regardless of to what extent one participates or
not, being in a Black Bloc is in itself a risk that one has taken and
implies a certain level of commitment, and it is very possible that
those who are shy about taking part in direct actions are so only out
of inexperience, but will eventually learn from watching others.

Yet, the disadvantages of having many “spectators” within the
bloc are also clear. Among others they include giving people who
are doing actions a false sense of security and making large cohe-
sive actions more difficult to carry out. However, the greatest dis-
advantage is that going to a Black Bloc without being prepared to
assume the possible risks and consequences is to a large extent irre-
sponsible. The Black Bloc is a tactic, and like any tactic the people
carrying it out have to meet certain criteria in order to make it effec-
tive. If one is not willing to deal with heights, one should evidently
not enter an affinity group doing banner drops from buildings for
example. Likewise, if one is not prepared to fulfill at least one of
the functions generally expected from people in a Black Bloc if the
need arises, then it is probably a bad idea to be in one.

A clear example of this is the effectiveness of the Black Bloc on
the 21st. While relatively small, fluctuating between 50 and 200
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ping, and all sorts of encouragement, whether from fellow demon-
strators or from locals. Of course this was to a large extent due
to the fact that almost everybody’s energies were focused on the
perimeter fence, which few people had qualms about destroying.
However, even the militant tactics (Molotovs, stones, direct con-
frontation) were overwhelmingly greeted with cheers.

There was however one glaring exception. This occurred when
the Black Bloc severely damaged the CIBC bank offices, destroying
virtually every window and setting fire to the inside. As soon as the
action began several people from SalAMI began putting themselves
in the way, some physically interfered, many booed, and one even
pepper-sprayed somebody in the Black Bloc. Many are claiming
that this is proof that the only reason that the bloc had so much
support was that property damage was kept to a minimum, but
that this incident shows that it is not an accepted tactic.

This is simply false, and it is important to show it as such. While
the Black Bloc focused primarily on the fence, there was still quite
a bit of property damage. Several banks, a Shell gas station, a Sub-
way restaurant, quite a few media vehicles, and at least one police
vehicle. All of these actions took place in very crowded areas, and
the only time they drew any significant negative response was with
the SalAMI authoritarians, who had refused to work with CLAC/
CASA precisely due to the issue of diversity of tactics.

Black Bloc Spectators?

That we live in a spectator/consumer oriented society is no news
to most people. However, with the recent rise in acceptance of the
Black Bloc and it’s tactics a phenomenon that is most likely the
result of this spectator society seems to be spreading to the Black
Bloc. It was true in DC during the inauguration, and it was certainly
true in Quebec. Whether it is something to be criticized, accepted
asinevitable, or encouraged remains unclear (at least to this writer),
but it certainly needs to be addressed.
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Account and Analysis of Inauguration Day
RAAB

Wednesday, January 31, 2001
By The Barricada Collective

Analysis Follows After Account of Day’s Actions
—The Revolutionary Anti-Authoritarian Bloc in Washington, Jan-
uary 20

Account of the Day’s Events
Over 600 people took part in the Revolutionary Anti-Authoritarian
Bloc (RAAB) in Washington, D.C. on Saturday, January 20th, inau-
guration day, marching for over one hour through the streets of
Washington before embarking on a day of direct action against the
state, including the smashing of a parade route checkpoint.

The impressive and energetic march, which attempted to re-
create the German Autonome Antifa style of marching by organiz-
ing itself into tight lines of affinity groups and surrounding itself
with banners reading, amongst others, “Class War... For a Class-
less, Stateless Society ... Autonomous Resistance,” “Not Chaos, Not
Violence ... Freedom,” and “Whoever They Elect, We are Ungovern-
able,” initially headed towards the Presidential parade route. A po-
lice checkpoint was passed without incident and the RAAB then
marched one block parallel to the parade route. However, given
that there were still several hours until the parade began, it was
decided to move on.

The RAAB then headed back in the direction of the initial start-
ing point, but this time with the intention of exposing the role of
the corporate media in sustaining the dictatorship of capital called
“representative democracy.” To this end the RAAB headed to the
central offices of the Washington Post. Once there several people
decorated the front of the Post building with anarchist symbols and
paint bombs, while the hundreds behind them chanted, “Fuck the
Corporate Media” This action was merely a warning to the Wash-
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ington Post and all other media outlets that choose to defame social
movements, anarchists and other revolutionaries in particular, and
constantly show themselves to be the enemies of the people. Had
it not been for the need to keep moving due to police presence and
the dissuasive set-up of Washington’s wide streets, they would be
lamenting a lot more than some graffiti. Next time they may not
be so lucky.

It was however decided to move on as the bicycle scouts tracking
police movements informed those handling communications for
the bloc that police units were beginning to assemble and follow
the bloc. In response to this people began to drag newspaper boxes
and construction fences into the streets as they passed in order to
halt the advance of the police.

At approximately 11 a.m. a line of police managed to assemble
in front of the bloc at 14th and I despite the efforts of the scouts.
However, the bloc decided, possibly mistakenly (for analysis read
The DC RAAB: Self Criticism and Self Congratulation), that it
was not necessary at this point to engage the police as they could
be avoided by simply heading up the intersecting street. Once ar-
rived at the parallel street, 14th and K Streets, the bloc was again
stopped by a line of police and this time surrounded. A brief scuffle
ensued during which an unsuccessful half-hearted attempt to break
through the still quite thin police lines was made. Meanwhile, a
group of about 60 entered an alley and attempted, again unsuccess-
fully, to maneuver a dumpster into the street in order to use it as
a battering ram against the line of police. However, the dumpster
proved to be too heavy and difficult to maneuver, never making it
out of the alley.

The end result of this was that about 250 members of the bloc
were encircled by police, while those who had managed to escape,
either through the alley or by breaking through police lines (which
about 30 managed to do) were dispersed around the surrounding
area. Most people immediately began heading towards the first
designated re-assembly point, the Navy memorial. However, word
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The Black Bloc: Tactics, Empowerment, and “Other
People.”

The Quebec City Black Bloc can also be seen as having been
clearly successful in dispelling the common claim of liberals, au-
thoritarian pacifists, and others who oppose militant street tactics.
This claim, which we have all most likely already had to listen to,
is that the actions of the Black Bloc are somehow the result of the
alienation of middle or upper class youths who, due to the bore-
dom of their lives or some misplaced sense of rebellion, seek cheap
thrills at demonstrations, but that they are actually alienating to
those who suffer repression on a constant basis and in the end
counter-productive.

However, the fact is that oppressed communities, such as the
African-American community of Cincinnati most recently, afraid
to resist their oppressors by taking the streets and fighting back.
Militant tactics are not alienating, but rather empowering, serving
to demonstrate that there is no need to kneel down and beg when
faced with repression, the power of the people, when not pacified
reformism and the avenues of the state, infinitely more powerful.

This was again made willingness of the people of the streets to
fight alongside other demonstrators, as well dislike of police. While
the situation of the French speaking people of Quebec has cer-
tainly changed dramatically over the last several decades, a large
section of the Quebecois youth, and of the population in general,
still identify themselves as oppressed, primarily due to the question
of national liberation. In any case, the fact is that they took to the
streets en masse and resisted alongside the Black Bloc and other
demonstrators. All this despite the fact that repression after riots
and street battles is often swift and heavy in Quebec, and nobody
is more aware of it than the locals.

The vast, and still growing, support for the Black Bloc and its tac-
tics was also made abundantly clear simply by the fact that almost
anywhere the bloc went in Quebec, it was met with cheers, clap-
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In the run-up to the Quebec City mobilization, many expected
the Quebec Black Bloc to be the largest yet. Evidently, it did not
turn out to be so, mainly due to the border issue. However, the
relatively small numbers, definitely never more than 500-600, were
balanced by the level of preparedness and commitment of many of
the participants, and the support of the locals.

Furthermore, the effectiveness of the Quebec Black Bloc is with-
out a doubt to a very large extent due to how well equipped it
was. Many people had the basic gas masks and goggles, but a great
deal also were equipped with helmets, shields, padding, heavy duty
gloves, bolt cutters, ropes, grappling hooks, and not to mention
the abundance of batons and hockey pucks. The fact is, it was very
probably the best equipped Black Bloc in North American history.
Evidently, this allowed people to resist tear gas attacks better, stand
up to rubber bullets, bring down the fence in different areas with
great speed, and in some cases even hold their own in hand to
hand, or baton to baton, combat with riot police. This all served
to embolden the Black Bloc, and others who were present, and al-
lowed for scenes such as those that took place during breaches in
the perimeter with Black Bloc participants chasing riot policemen
or on the highway overpass with dozens of people charging police
lines.

The one nagging question is: despite several important setbacks,
such as the arrest of the Germinal affinity group on it’s way to Que-
bec with a lot of material, and all the people, including most of Ya
Basta! that were stopped at the border with quite a bit of material
as well, what would have happened had it all arrived safely in Que-
bec City!? Hopefully, this question will be answered this October
in Washington DC, where for most people at least, there will be no
border to cross.
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soon came in through the communications people that the Interna-
tional Action Center march, along with NOW and the Justice Ac-
tion Movement, was headed in the direction of the trapped RAAB
marchers. Finally, as word spread about the situation it was the
police themselves that found themselves being slowly surrounded
by demonstrators and unable to move those surrounded into the
arrest busses already on the scene.

In the meantime those in the RAAB who had not been sur-
rounded were able to re-assemble in the park across the street from
the police corral, which was now five lines thick. In order to at-
tempt to put more pressure on police to release the trapped demon-
strators several charges against the police were carried out in order
to take the street, block traffic, and further surround police. How-
ever, the police lines held and the furthest the bloc and allies made
it was halfway across the street. In the meantime a RAAB member
perched atop a streetlight set fire to an American flag and showed
those trapped that they were not alone by raising the black flag.
Police then tried to arrest him but he escaped by jumping into the
crowd.

At approximately 12 pm police succumbed to the pressure of the
thousands of protestors and released all the trapped RAAB mem-
bers, as well as those who had joined them in solidarity. The RAAB
then quickly re-assembled, now lower on numbers and banners,
but no longer isolated and now as part of a larger march.

As the march progressed the bloc decided to not repeat the errors
of the morning and better arm itself in case of a future confronta-
tion with police. Therefore, when passing by a construction site
members of the bloc took a large, and heavy, construction wagon
and began filling it with cones, plastic barrels, and large wooden
poles. In order to avoid having all this confiscated the wagon was
placed in the middle of the bloc and surrounded by banners and
people on all sides.

Several blocks later the march arrived at one of the controversial
police checkpoints leading to the parade route. However, scouts in-
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formed the bloc that there was a weaker checkpoint only one block
further down, so it was decided to head there. Once arrived mem-
bers of the RAAB began asking the crowd assembled in front of the
police barricade to move out of the way as it had been decided to
show the police, in no uncertain terms, that the RAAB had no in-
tentions of submitting itself to searches, or any other of the police’s
wishes.

Once the road was cleared of all bystanders and only a metal
barricade, some policemen, and some secret service agents stood
between the RAAB and access to the parade route, the banner in
the front was moved out of the way and the bloc charged. In one of
the several inspiring moments of the day police and secret service
scattered for their lives and the metal barricades of the state were
toppled by the power and determination of the RAAB as hundreds
of anarchists and revolutionaries, not 30 as the corporate press re-
ported, as well as newly empowered and emboldened reformists,
surged past the no longer existent checkpoint. However, in the
rush to pass the checkpoint the bloc lost some of it’s compactness,
leading to several individuals suffering close calls at the hands of
plainclothes policemen and secret service agents, such as the indi-
vidual seen being rescued thanks to the efforts of a barrel wielding
RAAB member.

Once past the checkpoint and properly reassembled the RAAB,
now numbering approximately 200 and aided by a group of Revo-
lutionary Communist Party Youth, found itself less than one block,
one line of metal barricades, and one line of police, away from
breaking into the parade route itself. Rest assured that had it not
been for a quick thinking secret service agent who thrust his car in
front of the wagon that had been used to destroy the checkpoint,
the RAAB would have had no problems storming through the final
line of defense and pouring into the parade route, thus forcing its
cancellation and succeeding in its attempt to disrupt the ceremony
of the ruling class and proving that, regardless of how many thou-
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mation will not be tolerated. Fortunately, this message seemed to
be abundantly clear to the Black Bloc participants in Quebec City,
as people made it a point to deny pictures to journalists, stop them
from filming, taking their tapes and rolls if they were caught do-
ing so, and targeting any and all media vehicles that crossed their
paths.

Once more, the massive propaganda effort carried out by CLAC/
CASA and Quebec anarchists, distributing tens of thousands of
newspapers and fliers, often door to door, was successful in coun-
tering the fear-mongering of the police and media, and certainly
changed the dynamics of the demonstrator/local citizen interac-
tion, from one of fear, to one of solidarity. This is the clearest ex-
ample possible that our energies should not, as many liberal leftists
seem to think, be directed towards developing a “good” relation-
ship with the corporate media, but to fighting them while at the
same time developing our own links with people and strengthen-
ing our media outlets and projects.

The Black Bloc: Material Preparedness

It can be said that, despite all the inconveniences and setbacks
(which were quite a few), the Quebec City Black Bloc was one
of the most effective in terms of actions performed, its relation-
ship with other demonstrators and locals, the number of arrests
suffered, how far it went towards exemplifying to “middle of the
road” demonstrators the importance of fighting back, and the im-
age it conveyed of anarchism (which is of course not limited to the
Black Bloc, but it is for the moment our most well known aspect).
Once more, the effectiveness of the Black Bloc, particularly during
the course of Saturday’s actions, is not due to sheer luck. It is the
result of several very clear factors, some which are definitely pos-
itive, some which, while they may sometimes work in our favor,
certainly need to be analyzed more closely, and some which are
certainly negative.
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The Media, the Grassroots Effort, and the Local
Community

The first important lesson of Quebec is that there can be no un-
derstating the importance of a radical movement, such as ours, de-
veloping a strong working relationship with the communities in
which we will find ourselves. While it is true that the people of
Quebec have a proud history of resistance to authority and street-
fighting, the massive participation of the local population in the
battles of the 20th and 21st cannot be attributed solely to this. Since
a large part of the action took place either in the St. Jean-Baptiste
neighborhood itself or in the areas directly surrounding it, a large
part of the warm welcome that greeted the Black Bloc and others,
which included citizens opening their doors to militants, offering
water and vinegar, and often taking to the streets themselves, has
to be attributed to the public relations work done by CLAC and
CASA, as well as by local anarchists. We must make no mistake
about, had it not been for the massive participation of Quebec lo-
cals, chances are that the police would have not had too much diffi-
culty controlling, and eventually dispersing, what would have been
a group of very isolated militant anti-capitalists.

This leads to another point which, although many feel should al-
ready have been clear, until recently was resisted by just as many.
This is that we have nothing to hope for from the corporate media,
we should expect nothing from them, and we should absolutely
not change any of our tactics or messages in order to pander to
them. We should instead treat them as the servants of capital, and
thus our enemies, that they are. This is not to say that they are not
on occasion capable of writing accurate or somewhat positive arti-
cles about revolutionaries, as indeed several articles in the Quebec
press about the Black Bloc were quite good. However, it seems that
corporate journalists are only inspired enough to research articles
and abstain from repeating police misinformation after they are
targeted by demonstrators and shown that their lies and misinfor-
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sands of police are on hand to defend them, the ruling elite will
never be safe.

Unfortunately, the sad fact is that the Secret Service agent did
react quickly and manage to rob the bloc of a great weapon, not
without losing a window and earning a nice dent however. Even-
tually the bloc, once again led by the “Whoever They Vote For, We
Are Ungovernable” banner made it to the front of the crowd and
found itself face to face with the final line of police guarding the pa-
rade route. A half-hearted attempt to charge through was made as
people began kicking at the metal barricades. However, the snipers
visible on virtually every rooftop and the concerns of many about
getting shot took away from people’s conviction.

At this point the RAAB found itself in a rather odd position in
that retreating was no longer an option, nor did it seem desirable
given the sacrifices made to arrive so close to the parade, yet ad-
vancing no longer seemed possible (by now the final line of police
had swelled to five). The group then assembled into a large circle
in order to discuss what to do next. Eventually, after much discus-
sion, it was decided that it would be best, given the large number of
protestors in the area, to do one of the things which the bloc does
best and try to build allegiances with other protestors and work
them up by being as vocal as possible, while temporarily staying
away from some of the more “radical” chants and searching for
common ground. The RAAB thus spent the next hour or so milling
around and chanting, with slogans such as “Whose Streets ... Our
Streets,” and “Bush Says Death Row ... We Say Hell No,” among
others.

Eventually though word came in that a group of 15 or so mem-
bers of the bloc were at the Navy memorial where the NOW
protestors where, and that they had expressed an interest in having
the rest of the bloc join them. It was therefore decided to head in
that direction. Once there the RAAB, emboldened by the presence
and support of quite a few members of the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Party Youth and other protestors, began burning US flags to
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chants to “Yankee, Yankee Go Home.” The RAAB then turned its
attention to the Navy Memorial mast and began taking down all
the flags on it as members of the Black Bloc and the RCP climbed
on it waved the black flag and the red flag, respectively. Once all
the flags had been taken down a black flag, a red and black flag,
and an upside down US flag were hoisted. Seeing this the police re-
sponded by sending a squad into the crowd to defend the memorial.
Once the police had penetrated the crowd they proceeded to sur-
round the memorial, leaving two unfortunate RAAB members who
did not get off in time stranded, one of which has now been dubbed
“Super Anarchist” because of his apparent ability to fly. However,
“Super Anarchist” did land, and fortunately safely into the midst
of the Black Bloc who wrestled him away from the hands of the
police.

Immediately after this all the protestors, many less radical ele-
ments included, banded together to surround the police and begin
advancing on them. It was again an inspiring sight to behold the
force of the people as the police retreated, looking terrified and
tripping over themselves.

What followed was approximately an hour and a half of charges
back and forth between the RAAB and different law enforcement
agencies, ranging from plain-clothes police, to shielded riot police,
to secret service, as well as several members of the extreme-right
who attempted to pepper spray members of the RAAB. One of the
most violent battles came after plainclothes police charged into
the crowd attempting to arrest several demonstrators, only to have
the RAAB successfully unarrest them. However, despite the many
unarrests, a constant during the day, the police did manage to ar-
rest two people during the course of the events at the Navy Memo-
rial.

During this time the presidential limousine went by, however it
was going so fast that people barely had time to react before it had
whizzed by. It was regardless met with a decent stream of rotten
fruit, bottles, eggs, and rocks. This also came after the parade was
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Once more, while we do not speak for everybody, we would
like to point out that when there is property damage by anarchists
or anti-authoritarians at mass mobilizations it is usually aimed at
multi-nationals, state property, and the establishments of the elite.
Furthermore, it is often in response to the violent police provoca-
tions. The common man/woman has nothing to fear from us.

In conclusion, organizing is going very well, and we will be thou-
sands in Quebec. Do not let the scare tactics of the state dissuade
you. Everybody to Quebec! And to the barricades!

<verbose>"</verbose> Autonomous Organizing Collective of
Anti-Authoritarians from Montreal, Quebec, the Northeast, and the
Midwest quebecresistance@hushmail.com

The Black Bloc in Quebec: An Analysis
by Nicolas of The Barricada Collective

As the dust settles from the massive and hugely successful anti-
capitalist mobilization in Quebec, it becomes time to take a look at
where the revolutionary anti-capitalist movement stands, some of
the lessons of Quebec (for the movement in general, and for Black
Blocs more specifically), what went well, and what didn’t go so
well. In addition, the events of the 20th and 21st in Quebec, cou-
pled with the uprisings of the oppressed African-American com-
munities of Cincinnati, go a long way towards dispelling several
somewhat common claims of the liberal and authoritarian pacifist
left regarding Black Blocs, and more specifically, Black Bloc tactics
and their acceptance, or lack thereof, in oppressed and impover-
ished communities.
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make. Some of these we originally thought to be unnecessary, but
the course of events has shown us otherwise.

<verbose>"</verbose> Simply because the bloc is termed red
bloc does not mean that you should dress in red, as many have
asked. We of course, suggest black and a change of clothes.

<verbose>"</verbose> Because the red bloc has been organizing,
for security reasons, outside of the CLAC/CASA general assemblies
and consultas, many people have expressed concern over what it is
that we plan to do and what people will be in solidarity with under
the umbrella of diversity of tactics, as the three blocs are supposed
to be in solidarity with each other. Particularly, there have been
concerns, mainly raised by the scare tactics of the authorities, about
the possibility of people bringing firearms and explosives.

The RACO organizing collective, being by no means the central-
ized command or authority of anything, does not know of, or ex-
ercise control over, everybody intending to come to Quebec and
planning to participate in the actions. In that sense, we are as much
in the dark as everybody else.

However, in response to the widespread media and police mis-
representation (used to divide activists and cause mistrust within
the movement), we would like to make it very clear that the RACO
organizing collective does not advocate nor encourage the use of
firearms or explosives, as has been falsely reported.

This is not to say that we are ideologically opposed to the use
of such weapons, as everything within our reach must eventually
be utilized against the state. However, we do feel that it would be
counterproductive to make use of these weapons at a mass mobi-
lization, as it will undoubtedly put many innocent people in danger
and alienate us from the broader movement.

<verbose>"</verbose> Also due to the misinformation of the
state authorities, many in Quebec City worry about the possibil-
ity of anarchists indiscriminately attacking all stores, businesses,
and cars.
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forced to stop for several minutes before the secret service was
convinced that it was safe for the President to drive by. Regardless,
we can only hope that Mr. President saw the red and black flag
flying high as he drove by, and let it be a warning to him of what
to expect these next four years.

Once the parade had gone by it became evident that there was no
real purpose to remaining on the spot, and, with the President gone
and the crowds beginning to dwindle, it was becoming a safety
threat to remain on the spot as it was only a matter of time before
police’s attention became focused solely on the bloc. It was there-
fore decided to de-bloc and re-group at another location at 5 p.m.
in order to discuss paying a visit to the inaugural balls. However,
when the time came the bloc had dwindled, due to exhaustion, ar-
rests, stragglers, people lost, and people having to leave, to just
over 60. It was therefore decided to call it a day and go back to
advancing the class struggle in our local communities and work
places until the next large gathering in Quebec City in April.

All in all, the inauguration day bloc, which was definitely not
without its mistakes and misjudgments (discussed in other article),
can be considered a smashing success for anarchism, for a vari-
ety of reasons. A well organized and well publicized march of 600
strong was put together with only 2 months notice, the police were
handed several important defeats, the bloc showed once again just
how strong it is and how no matter how many police and how
much scare propaganda we can always adjust, a lot of people were
radicalized by the bloc and very supportive of its actions (even
some Democrats), and a lot of important alliances were either built
or strengthened.

Analysis of the Inauguration Day RAAB
Despite the overwhelmingly positive response to the actions of the
Revolutionary Anti-Authoritarian Bloc on inauguration day, from
both bloc participants and other protestors, it is clear and undeni-
able that not everything went well. Therefore, in order to not fall
into dangerous self-congratulation we at the Barricada Collective
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have decided to analyze as deeply and honestly as possible, regard-
less of who it may offend or please, what in our opinion went well
and what didn’t, what we should try to repeat next time, what to
avoid, and what to change. In order to make this as clear and con-
cise as possible, we have decided to take the criticisms and congrat-
ulations on a point by point basis.

Why a Presence at the Presidential Inauguration?

When the call for an organized revolutionary anti-authoritarian
contingent at the inauguration was first made public quite a few
people were openly opposed to it, for a variety of reasons. How-
ever, the most commonly heard reasons were that a bloc without
a particular target would be ineffective and pointless, and that an-
archists or revolutionaries should not grace the presidential inau-
guration with their presence. Evidently, in both cases, we disagree.
It seems that because the Black Bloc in the last year has mainly
served as a tool to achieve a certain goal, such as damage property
in Seattle or attempt to shut down the IMF meeting in Washing-
ton, many people have begun to see it as merely a tool to attack
precise targets. However, we see the Black Bloc as a lot more than
just that. To us Black Blocs do not always have to be directed at a
specific target. They can also be geared towards propaganda and
simply to present an organized contingent at an event, such as Mil-
lions For Mumia for example. Regardless of this, we believe that
not only was there a clear target for inauguration day, or several
for that matter, but there was every reason to be at the presidential
inauguration.

To us the Presidential Inauguration represents everything that
we oppose about the state and the dictatorship of capital other-
wise known as “representative democracy.” Thus, by being there
we were attacking the root of all we believe is wrong with our so-
ciety, the state itself. However, we also wanted to draw the con-
nection between the state and all those powers that help to pre-
serve the current order. This is precisely why we decided to march
on the Washington Post. We also wanted to take the opportunity,
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as defined by the CLAC/CASA). It is thus important that we act
responsibly during this time and not put people in situations which
they do not want to be in. In other words, do not get anxious. There
will be plenty of time for action throughout the weekend, but we
need to recognize when it is and when it isn’t appropriate.

In addition, please keep in mind that the re-assembly points will
not necessarily be used. They are just in case we are dispersed dur-
ing the course of the day so that we may be able to regroup and
continue.

We would also like at this point to formally urge red bloc ori-
ented people to assemble on Saturday, April 21st at the large uni-
tarian demonstration within the anarchist contingent. Once more,
we will be expecting the parameters of the march (the reasonable
ones at least) from the starting point to the ending point. Yet the
day is long and the targets are many, there will be an appropriate
time. Do not get anxious.

Also, the CLAC/CASA recently decided that, in case of an attack,
the convergence center will be defended by means of active resis-
tance. If the authorities attack us, it is our job to make it as difficult
as possible for them by resisting by any means necessary (within
the limits of reason of course). We therefore urge all red action
oriented people, even if they are not staying at the convergence
center, to be ready to head to it as fast as possible, at any time of
day, in case of an attack.

We would also like to state that, while we urge people to try
to cross the border as discreetly as possible (and many guides are
available as to how to do this), in case of failure, we strongly urge
people to head to the Burlington, Vermont convergence in order
to swell the ranks of the mass crossing attempt and increase the
possibility of success.

Finally, since this will be our final statement until only a few days
before the beginning of the mobilization, there are several issues
we would like to clear up, as well as points that we would like to
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[Some Final Notes From The] Revolutionary
Anti-Capitalist Offensive in Quebec

PLEASE FORWARD AND DISTRIBUTE AS EXTENSIVELY AS
POSSIBLE

Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Offensive
Meet: Pleines d’Abraham between 12 and 12:30 p.m. Look for the
large banner reading “Offensive Revolutionnaire Anti-Capitalist”
(Black with white letters)

First Re-Assembly Point: Parc Samuel Holland, 5:45 p.m.
(Chemin Saint Foy and Rue Holland) Second Re-Assembly Point:
Under the Overpass of the Dufferin Highway, in the Charest Neigh-
borhood on Charest Boulevard, 21:30 p.m.

On Friday, April 20th all revolutionary anti-capitalists and anti-
capitalist movements present in Quebec will meet at 12 p.m. on the
Pleines dJzEAbraham (a large park). From there, at 2 p.m., there will
be a march from which the different affinity groups, clusters, and
blocs will begin splitting off in order to begin the day of action.

The Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Offensive bloc will meeting
on the Pleines d’Abraham between 12 and 12:30 p.m. Due to the
attention that we have drawn from the authorities, and because
the assembly is one of the most critical points, we cannot at this
time make public where exactly we will be meeting. For this reason
it is important that people be punctual and on the lookout between
12 and 12:30 p.m. for the Offensive Revolutionnaire Anti Capitalist
banner (black with white letters) and head quickly towards it once
it is unfurled.

Also important to keep in mind is that we will have to wait a
while before we get moving and begin the day of action. During
this time we will be in a place that is supposed to be a safe zone
for participants of all levels of commitment (green, yellow, and red
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given the large numbers of press, both corporate and independent,
from all over the world that would be present to not only draw at-
tention to everything we oppose about capitalism and statism, but
also to highlight our alternatives to this system. In other words,
the constructive aspect of anarchism. It is for this reason that we
chose to lead with banners reading “Class War. For A Classless,
Stateless Society,” and “Not Chaos, Not Violence ... Freedom.” We
also attempted to de-centralize as much as possible the propaganda
efforts in order to maximize the amount of fliers, pamphlets, and
other propaganda materials. However, we must recognize that one
of the Barricada Collective’s worst mistakes was that we, literally,
forgot to make the fliers. They were ready to go and a member
of the Collective was on the way to making the photocopies but
got sidetracked and never made it to the copy shop. Regarding the
clear target, well, nothing would have been better than to have shut
down the ceremony of the ruling class. Many people thought it was
suicidal and not within our means, but as anybody who was there
saw, we weren’t far from succeeding.
The Call and the Two Months of Organizing

As has already been established, organizing for the RAAB got off
to a rather turbulent start. The first point of conflict came when
some people objected to the language of the call. This in our opin-
ion was not a major concern, as if people disagreed with the call
they were more than free to write one of their own, as that is the
nature of a call. One, or more, groups writes it and others are free
to endorse it or not. A more important point of conflict arose in
that several people objected to a Boston based group putting out a
call for a demonstration in Washington without, as they believed,
consulting local people. In fact Barricada did try to contact some-
body in Washington several months before making the call public,
but never received an answer as the mails were lost in cyberspace.
This was quickly straightened out fortunately after the call was
made public and we were put in contact with a group of very ded-
icated and serious Washington organizers who we worked with
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extensively and without whom a lot of what was accomplished
would have been impossible. Once this link was established the
next two months were essentially a blur of outreach and logistical
work, with us handling communications with other groups plan-
ning to attend, keeping people up to date as to what was happen-
ing, organizing the pre-march meeting, and essentially doing the
most we could at a distance. Meanwhile, the people in Washington
took care of the logistical aspect of the mobilization and made cer-
tain that everything necessary for a smooth bloc was provided for,
such as communications, scouts, a meeting place, and everything
else that goes with a mobilization of this sort. All this being said
though, and without for one second denying that having a local
group put out and organize an event in a particular city is prefer-
able and ideal, we do not necessarily believe that this always has
to be the case. If a group wants to take on an initiative in a par-
ticular city that no local group feels the need for and is willing to
accept the responsibility and organize in a serious and responsible
manner to make it a success, taking into account everything that
is needed for an initiative to succeed, why should they not? This
turned out to not be an issue in organizing for the inauguration,
but we feel it is something to keep in mind.
The Night Before: The Organizing Meeting

Unknown to many people, even many RAAB participants, an or-
ganizing meeting attended by over 100 people was held the night
before in Washington to discuss issues relevant to the next day’s ac-
tion. Given the precedent of police infiltration at the bloc meetings
in Cincinnati (which has not been confirmed but many suspect)
and the high level of security around the Presidential Inauguration
we devised a rather complex way of getting people to the organiz-
ing meeting in order to keep security as tight as possible. At one
point we suspected it might even make it too complicated and a
lot of people would miss the meeting because of this, however, the
high turnout showed this not to have been an issue. People who
were attending were also free to bring with them as many others
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in providing a more humane and friendly face for what we know
to be an inherently flawed system. We have a different vision, one
of a society based on mutual aid and solidarity, where people are
not robbed of the fruits of their labor, and where decisions that af-
fect everybody are made by everybody, rather than by a select few.
And, just as importantly, a society where people know who their
enemies are, and are ready to stand up to them. We are interested
in nothing less than the destruction of the “table of capitalism.”

The Summit of the Americas is an attack on all of us and must
be treated as such. We must show the ruling elites of the Americas
that we are ready to resist their attacks and fight back. We must
show them that we are ungovernable and that no amount of police
can keep them safe from the anger of those they oppress.

Friday April 20th is the day of action called by the Anti-Capitalist
Convergence and the Summit of the Americas Welcoming Commit-
tee. Actions on this day will be divided into three “blocs.” A green
bloc with no, or minimal, risk of arrest; a yellow bloc, for people
planning to do civil disobedience; and a red bloc, for the “distur-
bance oriented” crowd.

We are thus calling on all militant revolutionaries to converge on
Quebec City on April 20th in the Red bloc to show the ruling elites
that no fence is strong enough to withstand the force of the peo-
ple when class anger erupts. It’s time for the Revolutionary Anti-
Capitalist Offensive!!

IT DIDN’T START IN SEATTLE, IT WON'T END IN QUEBEC

More Information (Contact, Meeting Times and Places, etc.) will
be provided as it becomes available.

Autonomous Organizing Collective of Anti Authoritarians
from the Midwest, Northeast, Montreal, and Quebec quebecresis-
tance@hushmail.com
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sand converged on Windsor, Ontario, to demonstrate against sim-
ilar meetings. There a Black Bloc fought with police in front of a
security fence, similar to that used in Quebec.

Je Me Souviens..

Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Offensive
Spring 2001
[The Call]

On the weekend of April 20th to 22nd the ruling elites of the
Americas will gather in Quebec City to discuss the implementa-
tion of the FTAA (Free Trade Area of the Americas) and, to a large
extent, the future of us all. The FTAA represents essentially an ex-
pansion of NAFTA to include the entire Americas region. The objec-
tive? To further clear the way for laws allowing corporations to sue
member nations when they feel a government measure impedes
“free trade,” to further attack the already fragile social safety sys-
tems we have, to pave the way for possible privatization of schools,
hospitals, and all other social services, and to further consolidate
the dictatorship of capital in the Americas.

It is the lives of everyone in the Americas they will be playing
with at the summit in Quebec City, the lives of every American
(Northern, Southern, or Central) worker, peasant, unemployed, re-
tiree or student. Yet, for some reason, the “democratic” leaders that
govern us have neglected to invite us to this summit, or even to
show us the texts they will be discussing for that matter. They
have even gone as far as to build an enormous fence around a large
part of Quebec City to keep us out. All this has prompted many re-
formist organizations to protest, and they will be in Quebec City
to demand a “place at the table”

Yet we, anti-statists, anti-authoritarians, anti-capitalists, and rev-
olutionaries, will be converging on Quebec City for a different rea-
son. We are not interested in a place at the table of capitalism, or
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as they wanted, provided they were people who they thought were
completely trustworthy. Once the scheduled time came the doors
were promptly locked and the meeting, at which people were sup-
posed to speak as freely as possible within the limits of reasonable
safety, began. Anybody who was there can vouch for the fact that
the start was slightly on the turbulent side as there was a lot to
be covered, several points of disagreement, a lot of stress, and not
much time to sort everything out. However, we had purposefully
decided to make the meeting as last minute as possible in order
to have as many RAAB participants as possible in the city and so
that any particulars that came up would only have a few hours to
be leaked if our security was breached. Something that we can all
congratulate ourselves on is the fact that everybody seemed to un-
derstand the importance of being punctual at the meeting and only
two people arrived after the doors were locked. The first hour of
the meeting was devoted to discussing how best to assemble with-
out allowing police to arrest people or break up the march before it
even got started, given the lack of a permit. After much discussion
back and forth it was decided to stick with the original plan but
to try to be as punctual as possible in order to bloc up quickly. As
was seen the next day, the discussion as to how best to assemble
turned out to not be as important as we thought it was as police
presence at the bloc assembly location was minimal. It is hard to
believe, but to this point the only logical explanation that we can
come up with for this, given that several police authorities stated
that the RAAB was one of their principal security concerns, but it
really does seem as though the police were somehow unaware that
we had changed our meeting location. We say this because, while
there was almost no police were the RAAB assembled, there was
quite a bit, and in riot gear, at Freedom Plaza. It is hard to believe
that such a display of force was for the IAC and other groups of
that sort. The meeting then went on to discuss other issues, such
as regulations on banners and flagpoles, re-assembly points, jail
solidarity, the relationship to JAM and other groups, etc.
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This brings us to some important mistakes that we, as organiz-
ers, have to take responsibility for. The first is that we paid too
much attention to the scare tactics of the police. We didn’t want
them to have any excuse to pick people off or hassle them when
they were on their own. Therefore, we advised people to stay away
from anything at all that might be interpreted as a weapon, as well
as urging them to avoid flagpoles thicker than three-quarters of an
inch by three-quarters of an inch, which the police had promised
to not allow past checkpoints. In reality what happened was that
even though police at no time had any opportunities to give peo-
ple trouble over these things, most people didn’t have them. We
were therefore, despite our large numbers, vastly unprotected, as
we didn’t even have a decent amount of flagpoles to work with.
End result is that despite marching tight, we were easy to disperse
as those in the front and on the sides were essentially punching
bags for the police. It is essential that this mistake is not repeated
in Quebec City this April and we are already working to ensure
that the bloc is better prepared for next time.

The second important organizing error for which we have to
take responsibility is what turned out to be a very poor choice of
a reassembly point. The first re-assembly point which we chose,
the Navy memorial, turned out to be a great choice, and the third
re-assembly point, the one latest in the day, at McPherson Square,
turned out to be unnecessary. However, our second re-assembly
point choice, the Justice Department, turned out to be, quite sim-
ply, terrible. For some reason we thought that it would be good to
have re-assembly points on both sides of the parade route. How-
ever, it turned out to be a 45 minute walk from where we were on
the North side of the parade route to the Justice Department on the
South side. Most people simply did not bother to go, and those who
did found themselves virtually alone, and quite far from where the
rest of the bloc was. Despite these two, quite serious, errors of judg-
ment on our part, the meeting in our opinion went quite smoothly
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tiveness of this initial campaign of reactionary propaganda can be
expected to recede as protesters begin to tell the real story of events
in their hometowns across the continent. The truth will spread by
word of mouth alone in due course.

As far as the action itself is concerned, the events of Saturday the
21st once again demonstrated the ability of even a small, yet dedi-
cated Black Bloc. However, one has to pause and wonder whether
or not the police barricades could have been surmounted if only
the Bloc was formulated in a more cohesive, organized form.

Also, it demands mention that while many who took part in the
Bloc(s) that did emerge were prepared with body armor, gas masks,
clubs, etc. many more were equipped with no more then a black
bandanna, and what ever rock or stick they happened upon. And
even so, they managed to fight heavily armed forces of the State
with ferocity for hours. Again one has to wonder what way the
tide would have ultimately turned if a substantially larger percent-
age of militants were properly equipped. Of course this relative
unpreparedness had a lot to do with the fact that many choose to
attend with only a skeleton kit of required gear for fear that Cana-
dian officials would conduct searches at the border crossings and
at random highway check points (as was rumored) en route, and
that such equipment would be used as grounds for non-entrance,
detainment and/or leveling of political conspiracy charges.

To round out this overview let me reiterate the numbers. In the
days of protests more than 450 were arrested. A good percentage
of them taking place on the night of the 21st. All told, there were
75-100,000 social protesters pitted against approximately 10,000
Provincial and Federal police, primarily stationed behind a protec-
tive barrier. In the clashes at least one cop was seriously injured
with another 71 treated in hospitals. On our side at least 100 re-
quired medical attention. In all the State fired 5000 tear gas canis-
ters in order to repress the voice of the people.

Footnote: This was not the first time the Black Bloc and anti-
capitalists mobilized against the FTAA. In June of 2000 five thou-

207



phalanx of riot police swooped down on the protesters from the
rear and after another extended battle forced them from the scene.
The Black Bloc Anarchists and protesters generally fell back to po-
sitions directly under the highway ramps. There they lit barricades
on fire and held the police at bay for long hours into the night.

That day of protest, like the day before, failed to halt the FTAA
meetings. But it did cause an early adjournment most likely due to
tear gas filtering into the air ducts at the convention center.

All and all Quebec marked a turning point. Although it did not
have the immediate psychological impact on the general North
American population as did Seattle, it did result in the further mil-
itant radicalization of the actively involved social protest popula-
tion. It showed how much street power we can wield even when
greatly under-supplied in relative riot gear.

This action lacked the acute psychological weight of Seattle for
two reasons. 1. Seattle took the world by surprise. In Quebec, any-
thing short of a complete shutdown of the FTAA meetings was to
be expected. 2. Quebec was marked by a virtual media blackout in
the United States. When protest reports did surface, numbers were
put at the low thousands as opposed to the tens-of-thousands that
were present in actuality. Also, to my knowledge, all reports of in-
juries (both serious and otherwise, were completely ignored by U.S.
corporate media. As far as the mainstream media was concerned
the meeting took place without a hitch or a significant display of
popular opposition. This media blackout was supported by an FBI
raid and subsequent functional disruption of the Seattle Indepen-
dent Media Center as well as a similar attack, by Canadian officials,
on the Quebec equivalent. These raids were officially justified by
the surfacing of an anonymous email posting on the organization’s
open access website, which reportedly made threats against Presi-
dent George Bush Jr’s life. The end result was that the flow of ac-
curate independent news reporting from the scene was greatly sti-
fled, while the corporate propaganda of CNN, NBC, The New York
Times, etc., flowed more or less unhindered. However, the effec-
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given the amount of people present and all the issues that needed
addressing in a span of just over two hours.
The Morning March

The beginning of the march was probably one of the most well put
together aspects of the demonstration. People were punctual, the
banners were unfurled at precisely 9:45 a.m. as announced, and
the march moved off the square at precisely 10 a.m., again, as an-
nounced. The idea of recreating the German Antifa style of march-
ing, while by no means wholly effective, was decent in our eyes for
a first serious try. Rather than marching as one large mass, as most
blocs in the past have in the US, people formed to a large extent
into organized lines of affinity groups. This increases security for
people and helps create an atmosphere of trust. The banners down
the sides also served to help keep people tight, yet, due to the lack
of flagpoles down the sides, it turned out to be more of an illusion
than anything else, as when police charged the banners fell and
in several cases, people scattered. Therefore, while this was a step
forward, for next time, poles on the banners (the stronger the bet-
ter), helmets, and padding. For those concerned on how to find it
cheap, used soccer, football, and or hockey equipment makes for
great protection, as does, to a lesser extent, foam. Regarding hel-
mets, construction helmets can usually be found at a reasonable
price. Of course, next time being Quebec there is the issue of the
border to deal with, so it is suggested to arrive early in Quebec and
set about obtaining what you need once in Canada. We strongly dis-
agree with those who claim that the Black Bloc tactic is getting old
and outdated. On the contrary, it is still in a growth stage in North
America. The Black Blocs are getting larger and better organized at
every important mobilization, and the time has now come to start
focusing on how to protect ourselves adequately. And, since we are
growing and still making mistakes, not surprisingly several were
made during the one hour march through Washington. The first
being that, in our efforts to build bridges with other activists we de-
cided to head first to the IAC meeting point. However, this meant
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going through a narrow and crowded street. When passing by the
IAC area quite a few Black Bloc stragglers were lost in the crowd.
The second, and probably one of the most significant, mistakes was
the decision to not engage the police in direct confrontation when
the first line of police formed in front of the bloc at 14 and I. Had
the bloc charged the very thin police lines and advanced only one
more block we would have arrived at the park and made it much
more difficult for police to encircle us. However, seeing how we
were very close to an intersecting street and it was still early in the
day, we decided to try to avoid the confrontation. However, it was
our detour that allowed police to re-group and gave them a second
chance, which was all they needed, to trap approximately half of
the bloc. Had Voter March, NOW, the IAC, and all the others not
happened to converge on the scene, chances are we would have
been loaded into the arrest busses, marking the end of the day for
many a participant of the Black Bloc. Which brings us to the next
point to analyze.
The RAAB and Its Relationship to Other Protest Groups

One of the most difficult aspects of organizing the RAAB was try-
ing to work with the Justice Action Movement. While we whole-
heartedly agree that we do need to avoid isolating ourselves and
build working relationships with other groups, we also need to
draw the line somewhere. JAM definitely pushed us too far. First,
they showed a complete lack of solidarity towards anybody who
did not choose the same tactics as they did by releasing the typical
“we will not engage in this, that, or the other” statement. This in it-
self is unfortunately not uncommon. However, JAM, which suppos-
edly functions on consensus, was able to “achieve consensus” for
this statement by purposefully bringing it up at a meeting where
they knew that those who disagreed with the statement would be
unable to attend. Additionally, JAM decided to spread demonstra-
tors out across the route in groups of 25 or less (as groups that
size did not need permits to assemble). We feel this, had it hap-
pened, would not only have been a terrible waste of our large num-
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The total number is hard to estimate. Possibly there were sev-
eral hundred from the Bloc present at the day’s action. One of
the largest cohesive sections numbered around 75. This contingent
launched several attacks on sections of the perimeter fence, and un-
loaded a number of petrol bombs at the police in the process. These
attacks were more charges, brief clashes and tactical withdrawals
than sustained battles. However, wherever they marched in the res-
idential working class neighborhoods, they received healthy cheers
from residents and other protesters alike; the only noticeable ex-
ception emanating from a contingent known as SalAmi (French
for ‘bad’ or ‘dirty friend’). This group booed the actions of the Bloc.
It has been reported that in at least one instance individuals con-
nected with this group went so far as to attempt to physically re-
strain persons engaged in militant direct action. While this contin-
gent of self proclaimed “non-violent” activists marked the excep-
tion to the general rule, their demonstrated hypocrisy in engaging
in violent acts against the Bloc, justified in the name of ideologi-
cal non-violence, deserves mention as a sickening example of non-
solidarity and counter productivity. For the most part the Bloc ig-
nored them to the best of their abilities, deciding that any internal
conflict would be better dealt with after the demonstration at hand.

Eventually, the above mentioned section of the Bloc made its
way to a portion of the city which the highway entered upon. There,
a long battle was sustained by themselves and more than 1,000 ad-
ditional protesters in the rear. It was there that protesters fought
with police for a matter of hours. At that juncture a police line stood
exposed. This seemed a tempting target as most police enjoyed the
relative security of a chain link fence separating them from demon-
strators. However, this line was covered by sharp shooters armed
with “non-lethal” fire arms and tear gas grenades. Despite this ad-
vantage in armament, Black Bloc Anarchists consistently hurled
gas canisters back at these cops and on occasion made attempts
at charging the line. Unfortunately all such attempts were driven
back by force of police projectile weapons. After several hours a
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rubber bullets and tear gas canisters fired directly at them, but for-
tunately many potential casualties were averted due to the heroic
defensive action of a group of maybe 10 Black Bloc Anarchists
armed with shields. These brave folk faced down countless volleys,
putting themselves between the police and the protesters. It goes
without saying that they absorbed many rounds of police projec-
tiles that would have otherwise connected with the crowd. They
did this and suffered their own related injuries in the process. I
witnessed one Quebecois give them a twenty spot in order that
they get a beer on him later in the night. If you ever meet any of
them, I suggest you buy them a pint for their efforts as well. They
deserve it.

Eventually the crowd was forced back by riot police. The
protesters’ numbers began to diminish as the day began to wane,
and at some undefined point all dispersed, and retreated to wher-
ever it was that they slept, or drank, and began to contemplate the
clashes guaranteed for the following day.

The next morning brought tens of thousands more into the fray.
Thousands of Quebecois Left-Nationalists emerged poised against
the Capitalist status quo. Tens of thousands turned out for a rally
called by organized labor. Thousands more, made up of greens, So-
cialists, Liberals, Anarchists and Communists, students and work-
ers, fanned out across the city creating a virtual carnival of resis-
tance; loud and unmistakable if not sometimes obscured by thick
clouds of tear gas and the ‘BANG! BANG!’ of police weapons. And
yes... A Black Bloc emerged from this. I say emerged because its
initial organization for the day seemed to be lacking. Instead of all
meeting in a defined spot and moving as a large group, black clad
Anarchists and affinity groups simply began to find each other and
in such several smaller Blocs eventually surfaced. Some smashed
bank windows (one bank was lit on fire), others went to the front
and engaged riot police with rocks and bottles. Some from the Bloc
also helped facilitate the toppling of the security fence at several
junctures throughout the day.
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bers, but would have put many people at risk, from police or from
overzealous right-wingers. Furthermore, JAM demonstrated a com-
plete lack of any sort of political character. This can be seen that the
discussion on their list as to why they were protesting the inaugu-
ration yielded nothing, and they even welcomed Democrats who
clearly stated that the only reason they would be protesting was
because Gore did not win the election. Hardly a stance against the
parties of the ruling class. JAM also insisting on working closely
with the police, to the extent of even paying to take a high rank-
ing police officer to dinner. This cannot be interpreted as anything
but an insult to the thousands of activists who have been beaten,
jailed, and prosecuted over the last year. To further show their po-
litical naivety, they insisted on under-funding the legal collective,
convinced that since they had been so kind to the police, there
would be no reason to expect many arrests or trials. Yet, it does
not end there. The JAM list was also full of comments suggesting
that protestors dress as patriotically as possible in order to show
that they too were “proud Americans exercising their first amend-
ment rights” as well as people reacting with horror at the sugges-
tion that protestors dress in red in order to be more clearly seen as
such. These types of attitudes seem to us to be hardly anything that
anarchists and other revolutionaries should be tolerant of. All this
prompted Barricada to publicly distance itself from JAM, as hon-
estly, we did not want our name associated with such a group. How-
ever, as the final demonstration of their lack of organization and
naivety, based on some rumors that the inauguration would take
place indoors JAM approached organizers of the RAAB, literally,
the night before after having trashed, disrespected, and attempted
to isolate the RAAB in order to ask that the RAAB act as support
for direct actions that they would like to carry out. Not only was it
terribly out of place for them, after realizing that their organizing
was largely deficient, to ask the RAAB to drop all it had been work-
ing on in the last several months because they had a sudden change
of mind, but since when are effective mass direct actions organized
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in less than 12 hours?! Nobody will deny that we need to expand
and build alliances with others, however, we need to be somewhat
discerning when we do so in order to not become simply the shock
troops of reformists. We should make it clear to those that use us
at large events and then turn around and denounce us to the press
that we will not tolerate that kind of behavior. We also have to
be careful not to put our aspirations on the back burner simply to
please reformers, and this was essentially what JAM was asking
us to do when they came to us the night before the inauguration.
So, in our opinion, the question was whether we really wanted to
serve as the front line for people calling for reform, or whether
we wanted to put our alternatives and our objectives on the table.
All that said, anybody who was in Washington on inauguration
day saw that it was the solidarity of thousands of other protestors
that saved the trapped participants of the RAAB from certain ar-
rest. And by the same token it was the actions of the RAAB that
allowed many to arrive at the parade route unsearched and unhin-
dered, teaching everybody a valuable lesson in the importance of
solidarity and mutual aid.

The Re-Assembled RAAB, the Charge on the Checkpoint and
the Battles at the Navy Memorial
Once the RAAB was back on the move, this time as part of a larger
march, it seemed to hit its stride, and from then on the day was
mostly composed of victories. The first significant victory in our
eyes was the charge on the police checkpoint. In a spectacular show
of force by the RAAB the checkpoint was completely destroyed,
hundreds of RAAB participants poured through, hundreds of oth-
ers cheered us on as we advanced, and the police and secret ser-
vice were handed a humiliating defeat. Not only this, but no ar-
rests had to be lamented at this point due to the heroic unarresting
efforts of many RAAB participants. However, we must admit that
we were rather disappointed when the bloc decided that an attempt
to charge the final line of police was not worthwhile, given what
many people saw as the risk of being shot at by the snipers on the
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The movement is becoming more serious; more complete. And it
will only get heavier as we begin to win.

The A20 actions were geared against a meeting of North, South
and Central American heads of State (4/20-23) assembled to discuss
the proposed expansion of NAFTA (the North American Free Trade
Agreement) to include all American States with the exception of
Communist Cuba. As discussed in chapter V, such a functioning
agreement would utterly fuck the North American industrial work-
ing class as well as the indigenous and working people of all Latin
American Nations. In contrast to this convergence of heavyweight
puppets, 75,000 people made their way to the streets of Quebec
City in order to unmistakably make their opposition known. This
on top of a large positive turnout from the local city population
may have brought the numbers up to closer to 100,000.

The two primary days of mass organized resistance took place
on Friday, April 20th and Saturday April 21st, with smaller actions
occurring on the 22nd. The first day, primarily organized by CLAC
and CASA, both being more or less Anarchist influenced organs,
was the smaller of the two, numbering well over 20,000. Here the
barricades erected around the older part of the city, where the con-
ference was being held, were challenged by thousands of militants.
At one point protesters, the majority of which can be considered
Black Bloc Anarchists, managed to topple 150-300 feet of the chain
link security fence. However, the police were able to maintain their
lines, not with out some intense struggle, and hence the meeting
was not stormed. However, the meeting was delayed. Word on the
street is that this was due to President Bush’s concerns regarding
the security of the perimeter. (I suppose he remembers us from
Inauguration day?)

Street battles continued all afternoon and into the evening, and
were complemented by sophisticated cyber attacks targeting cor-
porate and State interests via the internet. An extended siege took
place in front of a theater where Black Bloc Anarchists battled po-
lice with projectiles. Here protesters suffered some injuries due to
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Chapter XIV
A20: Quebec City
April 2001

Overview

The protests in Quebec City against the FTAA (Free Trade Agree-
ment of the Americas) were the most serious and militant in North
America in recent memory. Certain moments began to take on the
air of civil war. Scenes from Palestine emerged and faded in the
course of two days and nights in the Northern spring. At least
one protester was critically injured after receiving a rubber bul-
let to the throat. One unconfirmed report has come to our atten-
tion that an elderly woman, who was a resident of the city, died of
causes related to ingestion of massive amounts of police tear gas
and/or other chemical weapons. A multitude of others were hos-
pitalized. I saw one person carried off with two broken legs. Also
many cops were injured, at least one seriously. The police fired
thousands of cans of tear gas and other like agents at us (often di-
rectly into the crowd). They utilized water cannons, liberally fired
beanbags and rubber bullets at us. They attacked us with batons
and made use of attack dogs. Anarchists and militants generally
protected themselves with homemade shields and responded with
bottles, clubs, rocks and Molotov cocktails. In the days leading up
the clash prospective anti-Capitalist militants were arrested with
small explosives in Quebec. Some others were nabbed with dyna-
mite while attempting to cross the border. Things have changed.
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rooftops. In most cases the argument centered around not feeling
that the President of the US was worth dying for. However, first
of all we think that the concerns were a little exaggerated, as we
have trouble believing that the forces of repression would dare to
start shooting at such a large crowd with every television camera in
the world watching. But, assuming they had, what better to expose
the violence of the state than having the whole world see unarmed
protestors being shot at from rooftops?! Furthermore, what better
way to disrupt the ceremony of the ruling class and express our re-
jection of the state and everything it represents than shutting down
the inaugural parade?! And, we have seen in past mobilizations
that other protestors, of which there were many where the RAAB
was, are usually not willing to confront police with us, but when
the bloc opens the path they usually follow, and we believe this
would have been the case had the parade route been breached. Re-
gardless, we decided to respect the desires of the bloc and go with
what most people felt was best, which was to highlight the com-
mon ground between ourselves and the other protestors present.
Eventually however we moved on to the Navy Memorial where
more of the day’s successes took place. Again, important alliances
were strengthened, such as with NOW or with the Revolutionary
Communist Party Youth Brigade who, despite the deep ideologi-
cal differences, it has become evident we can always depend on
in the streets (as was demonstrated in Philadelphia and inaugura-
tion day). Many other protestors were also radicalized as when the
police were first surrounded and forced off the square many peo-
ple who were clearly not with the RAAB or the RCP could be seen
linking arms and helping out. Needless to say the raising of the
black and red and black flags was a great inspirational victory for
all and the many unarrests and successful battles with police were
also very positive.
The DC RAAB: The Wrap-Up

All in all we believe that the inauguration day mobilization was,
despite the difficulties and setbacks, a smashing success. Over 600
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people were mobilized with only two months preparation, the se-
cure meeting arrangement proved to be, while certainly not perfect,
quite effective, anarchists and other protestors developed stronger
ties and a good working relationship, a great example of the im-
portance and effectiveness of mutual aid and solidarity was expe-
rienced first hand, several important blows were handed to the po-
lice and the secret service, and we showed that regardless of who
is president, our struggle remains the same, and will only grow
larger and stronger. Finally, important steps were taken towards
creating better organized, better prepared, and stronger, blocs for
future actions and, rest assured that at least we at Barricada will
continue to work to re-create the very effective tactics of the Ital-
ian and German autonomes on the North American continent. For
now however it is back to our local communities and work places,
back to taking back our lives every day, and to giving the enemy
hell every night. See you all in Quebec!
The DC RAAB: The Thank Yous

There are a lot of people without whom this mobilization would
not have been the success that we feel it was. First and fore-
most we would like to thank the organizers in Washington who
worked with us and without whom we would have been flying
blind. Secondly we would like to thank the long list of groups
who came out and endorsed the RAAB call. These are Sabate Anar-
chist Collective (NEFAC), Agitate! (Baltimore), The Onward Collec-
tive (Gainesville), ABCF People of Color Caucus, Anarchist Black
Cross Federation - Houston, Radio Sexto Sol (Houston), People
Against Racist Terror, Anarchist Soccer League (New Brunswick),
ABCF - Kent, Infoshop.org (Washington, DC), ARA Columbus,
Brighter Days Collective (Lansing), Aron Pieman Kay/Global Pas-
try Uprising, Tenant’s Voice (Kansas), Free Anarchist Collective
(Detroit) Grain RAGE (upper Midwest Resistance Against Genetic
Engineering, Minneapolis), Anarchists Anonymous (Minneapolis),
GALA (Green Anarchists Insurrectionary Anonymous, Minneapo-
lis), Active Transformation Newspaper Collective (Detroit/Lans-
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ing), Brian MacKenzie Center (Washington, DC), Stenka Razin An-
archist Group, and The Defenestrator. We would also like to thank
www.infoshop.org for providing the RAAB with a web page, all
the people who acted as scouts, and finally of course, everybody
who came out and helped to swell the ranks of the resistance.

— Until We Meet Again
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3. With an Anarchist Black Bloc to stop the power of the state
in the streets, using direct action, we believe that it will help
raise the consciousness of the work- ing class in areas of anti
capitalism, anarchism and the general revolution.

Do we believe that this demonstration/direct action will create
revolution? No, but we do think that keeping politicians out of our
communities is a start. We believe that with a program and a strat-
egy we can make Anarchism an apparent and readily sought after
goal by the working class. If we stop authoritarians from having
control or domination within our lives and within the lives of our
fellow people then we can also start taking that power back and
make these dreams that we imagine into realities.
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cancelled! The mere presence of these Native militants, along with
their anarchist allies, compelled city officials to give in. Upon learn-
ing this, the assembled protesters rightly understood this to be a
victory; a victory won not through respectable protest or liberal
appeals, but through the implied threat of physical force.

In the end, these days of collaboration between the Bloc and AIM
avoided clashes with the police. But even so, bonds were formed,
respect earned, and besides, sometimes the honest possibility of
action is enough to win the results that you seek.

Transform Columbus Day Oct 5th-8th 2001
Analysis on The Actions From a Colorado
Anarchist

By an Anonymous Anarchist

Although a smaller convergence than we all had expected the
transform Columbus Day events of Oct. 5th-8th turned out to be
very amazing and inspiring. The first national convergence orga-
nized by mostly communities of color and first nation peoples drew
over 2000 to Denver, Colorado. Among the many here were In-
digenous peoples, Chicanos, Mexicanos, Afrikan-Americans, com-
munity activists, environmentalists, peace activists, labor, and of
course the anti-imperialist contingent of anarchists.

On the first real day of action, the All Nations 4 Directions march,
around 500 people converged at the west (black) convergence point.
At about 10 a.m. we started marching. Around 50 or so in a tightly
nit “revolutionary anti-imperialist bloc” and 30 or so other radi-
cal types wearing black and masks marching outside the bloc, pro-
ceeded to march downtown. The march was filled with energy from
the Mexican liberation contingent of the bloc, the radical cheer-
leaders ahead of us, and the drums and dancers at the very front.
After about 45 minutes of marching we had gotten downtown to
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an intersection and where the whole march stopped for a moment.
Someone started chanting “we’re fired up, won’t take no more!”
and bouncing up and down, until soon enough the whole bloc was
bouncing while watching to the gap ahead of us get larger. After
a few moment of bouncing up and down everyone broke into a re-
ally energized charge and screamed as loud as they could! The bloc
actually did this a couple of times. Probably a moment or two after
this some corporate media, which had been annoying all day, tried
to get some “candids” and after a demonstrator had warned him,
got his camera lens written on with a marker. The media started to
react and tried to hit the person, but AIM security stepped in and
forced the cameraman away from the march. There were absurd
amounts of undercovers taking pictures and even newly mounted
cameras on sides of buildings. We finally reached the capitol, and
saw the insane mass of police force that had come out just for us.
The entire Denver Police Department was on call for overtime that
weekend and it seemed like they were in the streets. We were in-
formed by AIM security that if the bloc stepped away from the
rest of the march at any time the police were going to try and ar-
rest us all. There was very big feeling of paranoia, but everyone
pushed on “inch by inch” until we finally made it to the capitol.
Once we got there it was time to rest. Many of us stood and sat
by and watched the feds on top of the capitol and in the crowd (I
think it was the ear piece and mustache that gave them away...)
and the speakers, who by the way were very rousing. My favorite
being Ramona Africa. After we had been sitting there for at least
45 minutes we were informed that the police had a bus in the back
and mass amounts of riot cops awaiting command. The feel of para-
noia soon returned with a heightened sense to it. We had also heard
earlier that someone wearing a mask had been detained or arrested
at the porter potties. Everyone started trying to think of ways to
de-bloc. After a while some individuals and affinity groups success-
fully did just that and tried to leave, later we were informed that
6 Mexicanos from the Mexican national liberation movement were
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hope to further our revolutionary ideals and make anarchism, anti-
authoritarianism and anti-capitalism significant portions of Port-
land’s culture. We call upon you to help organize and affect this
resistance. It’s time to take back our streets, take back our city and
take back our lives.

We encourage all people to come out and stop Bush from invad-
ing our town. Although we think that it’s easier and more effec-
tive to do this by using more militant, direct action tactics while
confronting the police state and Bush we encourage all forms of
protest to come out and help us. Look for indymedia for more info
on others. Here are some of the reasons that we would like to see,
specifically, anarchists making an appearance:

1. To show that Anarchists can achieve their goals. First in less-
ening the power of the state (stopping Bush from coming
to parts of the country he says he rules over) and then in
destroying the state and creating the revolution that we’re
seeking.

2. We believe that stopping politicians from coming to Portland
is a step in the right direction for a strategy of producing An-
archism in the United States. By shrinking and destroying
the authority that the U.S. puts on its people on a daily basis
and filling that power and authority with communities based
on self management, self sustainability, mutual aid, and anti
capitalist, anti oppression, and anti state ideals we can and
will produce anarchy in the U.S. Its like this. If we take bits
and pieces out of Bush’s or the governments power, than it
will get to the point when the government is small enough
that we can easily overthrow it. One of the ways that we
can take power from the government or Bush is to not al-
low him to go to certain parts of the country that he says he
was elected to. It’s a step in a lot of steps to overthrow this
government.
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sive contingent of police shadowed their every move. Even so, the
demonstrators managed to block the planned route of the Presi-
dent’s motorcade for an extended period of time. Eventually the
pigs forced the crowd back, allowing Bush and his Secret Service
boys to slip passed the angry mob. Even so, the pigs neglected to
keep open a corridor for the wealthy Republican attendees of this
shameful event. These foolishly brave rich folk were compelled to
walk through the crowd to reach the Hilton. They were met with
nothing short of righteous, red blooded American abuse.

Throughout the remainder of the demonstration, cops repeat-
edly attacked the crowd using pepper spray, batons and rubber
bullets. The Bloc stood their ground as best they could, but were
occasionally forced back.

While Bush was able to make his appearance, it was good that
the people resisted his presence. It is nice to know that the people
of Portland were able to delay the arrival of our head asshole. Like
LBJ and Nixon during the Vietnam War, it should be expected that
the people will shadow every move of the President, making our
resistance to his continuing wars known to the world. Citizens of
Portland, keep up the good work!

Black Bloc Call to Action (August 20-22)

Attention Anarchists, anti-capitalists, anti-authoritarians and ac-
tivists of all types, this is a call for a Portland demonstration and
Black Bloc in response to President Bush’s scheduled visit to Port-
land on Aug. 20-22. Portland has shown time and again that we will
not sit idly by when corrupt and power hungry politicians come
to our city. Now we have been given an opportunity to show our
defiance to these war mongering criminals in an effective and no-
ticeable manner; by doing everything in our power to shut their
leader and figurehead out of our city. We must come together and
make Portland a city free of corrupt politics (and politicians) if we
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(the only people) finger printed and detained. Along with 12 others
who were harassed, but none had reported being arrested.

After the rally was ending around 20 or so people were still in
Black Bloc and had no way to de-bloc. AIM security took it upon
themselves to negotiate the police to get a city bus and bring it
to the capitol. In a scene much like the integration times in the
south, AIM security made a human wall between the police and
Black Bloc getting on the bus. The ride there was a very tense but
also really cool. Some police were in the front of the bus and other
agencies were driving along side. Once everyone finally reached
the Four Winds Survival Center they unloaded much the same way
as they loaded and the Black Bloc was met with cheers and fists
up from everyone waiting at Four Winds. After the feds outside
finally left everyone de-bloced and hung out for a bit then, went
home, enthused and exhausted.

Sunday. Oct 7th.

This was supposed to be the big reclaim the streets, carnival
against colonialism. But it seemed mass hysteria and paranoia
ended any hope of this. The police had talked with some core mem-
bers of TCDA and ensured that nobody would be fucked with on
Saturday, but never made a clear statement about their plans for
Sunday. Around 50 or so people showed up to the park where the
carnival was supposed to meet at, all being from out of town, except
a few. There were many reports of unmarked sketchy vans driving
by and stopping. One of the houses where people were staying
was being constantly harassed and monitored. The plan was made
to call off the RTS because of the mass police paranoia. Nobody
seemed ready for arrest and most agreed we would all need all the
help we can get on Monday, if there was a parade. Later on that
night there was an emergence anti-war rally/vigil at the capitol.
Again the police took pictures from in their vans and undercovers
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roamed around. Also throughout the day there was a spiritual day
of unity with speakers and music at the capitol.

Monday. Oct 8th. The day of the parade?

Around 300 people met at the capitol, ready and willing to try
and stop the Columbus Day parade. After being out there for
around an hour the speakers started. There was a lot of confusion
over if there was to be a parade or not. At one point there was in-
formation passed around that they were defiantly going through
with it and all the bloc folks started gearing up and moving close
together. Then all of sudden Nita Gonzalez got on the mic and
announced that there was 30 people at the parade which they
were calling a procession. Everyone cheered and laughed and more
speakers began. Every single person that got on the mic specifically
thanked the Black Bloc. It was crazy. Never had we felt so loved and
supported. Russell Means spoke about how he wanted to transform
our society into one where “anarchists wouldn’t be afraid to walk
the streets” Glen Morris said that he was an anarchist and that all
of his ancestors were too. Finally after all the speakers were done
we again were trying to figure out how to de-bloc and get out of
there. And again AIM got us a bus and we got another free ride to
the Four Winds. When we got there and the pigs finally left from
the outside, we all debloced and relaxed. Everybody was hugging
and thanking everyone and I just sat back and smiled.

After the convergence. What’s next? What really
happened?

Although I think it can, and will probably be argued that be-
cause the Transform Columbus Day convergence wasn’t large
and wasn’t specifically an anti-globalization convergence, that
it is therefore less important than other anti-capitalist/anti-
authoritarian movements. Which is maybe why ChuckO [from In-

244

Chapter XXI

Bush Not Welcome in Portland,
Oregon

August 22, 2002

Overview

Doing the one thing he is good at, un-elected President George
Bush showed up on the West Coast to raise a couple million for his
rich Republican buddies. I for one, always get that warm feeling in
my heart whenever I lean that our President is willing to go out of
his way to do all he can for our struggling rich people. After all, the
working class are too busy working to spend any more money, and
the poor? Well, fuck the poor. At least that seems to be the message
of the national Republican Party. So yes, our self appointed King
blessed the city of Portland with his presence in order to generate
a few million for U.S. Senator Gorden Smith. The location was the
Hilton Hotel. The Date was August 22, 2002. In response over 2000
local subjects, err, residents took to the streets to show what most
folks in this Northwestern feel for our exalted leader. And what
pray tell is that? Well, in view of the events of the day in question
one word comes to mind; contempt!

The protesters, including a Black Bloc, began their demonstra-
tion in a downtown park. Taking to the streets, these good citi-
zens made their way in the direction of the Bush event. Unfor-
tunately they were not the only ones parading that day. A mas-
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We really need more outreach... There wasn’t one person hand-
ing out flyers!!

And the war against the cop thing.... Yes, the cops were strangely
too nice, suspicious, but I think they just had never dealt with these
kind of tactics before, and saw people with video cameras etc and
didn’t want to make themselves look bad...

One blocer dropped his walkie-talkie when he was jumping over
a car, immediately after the window cracking... A cop picked it up
and the kid yelled to get it back, and the cop quickly handed it back
over... The kid then thanked the cop.. “Thanks big guy.”

It was so hilarious and great to see everyone working together....
Some kids tipped over a fancy motor bike by accident and they
rushed to pick it back up... The Wake the Earth march was some-
what of a success too. If more of the kids who were too punk to
march with a bunch of community groups had actually participated
it would have been amazing...

We were communicating with the little tykes at the festival, get-
ting them pumped, but most of the rest of the public were just be-
wildered by our squat-like presence...

I hope there’s more great community collaborative efforts to
come.. It is moving...

We have to smash down ALL WALLS !'!!
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foshop.org] put the anti-war convergence to D.C. up on his web
site (Infoshop.org) but not Transform Columbus Day. But the re-
ality that the few of us that did come out to Denver, Colorado re-
alized, is that it was in fact very important. I think I must stress
the American Indian Movement is an armed revolutionary group
that truly understands the totality of the state. There was no de-
bate from white liberals over property destruction or confrontation.
And the fact that anarchists were specifically invited to come out
for the transform Columbus Day weekend, should probably tell us
where our real comrades are. The relationships that were kindled
in Denver will be very hard to break. The fact that every single
speaker on Monday thanked us, The fact that one of the main orga-
nizers said he was an anarchist should again reinforce the facts of
where our true comrades lie. The TCDA will be working together
still after Columbus Day to challenge and confront other forms of
oppres- sion and colonialism that effects our communities, and also
of course to mobilize for next year.

I must admit it was a tad disheartening not to see the streets
overflowing with people, but all I can really hope is that everyone
reads this and understands how truly powerful these events were,
and prepares to come out next year. We are always talking about
how we need to work with communities of color and how we want
to attack our white privilege. Well, here is the chance to really walk

the walk.

Colorado Anarchist Network (liaison)
303can@onebox.com - email
(303) 285-3481 x9759 - voicemail/fax
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Chapter XVII
The Battle of York
January 12, 2002

Overview

In 1969, York Pennsylvania, along with many other U.S. cities,
was rocked with serious race riots. One of the victims was the un-
armed daughter of a Black preacher. More the thirty years later
nine white men were finally arrested and charged with her mur-
der. One of these was former York mayor, Charlie Robertson. While
many residents of this small (pop. 30,000) working class city were
encouraged to see justice begin to prevail, a small fringe minor-
ity of racists saw it different. Seeking to exploit the old race di-
visions brought to the fore by these indictments, five national
white supremacist organizations (the National Alliance, the World
Church of the Creator, the National Socialist Movement, the Ham-
mer Skins, and a faction of the Aryan Nations) collaborated on a
plan to build an organized racist presence among the smoke stacks
and row houses that is York. Central to their plan in spreading their
divisive hate, was the holding of a widely publicized meeting in the
York Public Library. The meeting was called for January 12th. Upon
learning this information Anti-Racist Action quickly began to or-
ganize a counter mobilization aimed at confronting these fascists.
And like death and taxes, one could be sure there would be a clash.

By the morning of the 12th the streets of York were tense. The
area around the public library was barricaded and surrounded by
hundreds of riot cops. Soon fascists began to appear on the scene,
with police acting as escorts. Anti-fascists as well poured into the
area. A one hundred strong Black Bloc converged on the library.
Three hundred more locals (mostly Black and Hispanic) also came
out to confront the racists. The combined forces of the neo-Nazis
numbered around two hundred. Early on members of the Bloc
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Why Not Pink?
By Molotif

I agree... Some steps have been taken I think at this Festival, but
we still have a long way to go... I think some of the people who
attended still are in the process of learning about the whole move-
ment, which is not to say that they don’t have time...

The problem with the culture, when it comes from such a strong
anti-everything subculture image network, is it becomes really
hard for the rest of the world to connect to our struggles, and
the struggles that we supposedly support... For instance, when we
were on Newbury St. yesterday, I was paying close attention to the
shopper’s responses.. First of all, they had no idea what we were all
about, they kept on asking me... I heard one woman say .. “That’s
what happens when they listen to too much Marilyn Manson..”

That just blew it over the top for me.. Do we really want to be
associated with that juvenile shit... I wish we were more colorful
and creative, less alienating, and still fucking shit up in a more in-
teresting way, like the housing occupation, that was beautiful....

As for the outreach into the ghetto, that was much more success-
ful than I had thought it would be... The general response seemed
to be of support, rather than “who the hell do those white kids think
they are..”

They definitely connected to the idea of giving people places to
live before locking them up, but they couldn’t get much more out
of the whole thing... I stayed behind to talk to these people, and
they were impressed but confused... They asked me where the or-
ganization was, how they could help, and I was rushing, trying to
get words out... “Just go to Lucy Parson’s...”

After talking to this immigrant in a wheelchair, he followed or
actually lead the front of the march the whole way with his fist in
the air!!!!!
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overall reality of the failure, but noticeable nonetheless. To name
but few:

« While it is true that the bookfair was dominated by anar-
chists and anarchist tables, there were several non-anarchist
tables, such as City Life/Vida Urbana, Harvard Living Wage
Campaign, What’s Up magazine, and others. This is still very
few, and far from where we would like to be, but certainly
more than at most other anarchist bookfair events.

« The presence of the legendary Peruvian rock band “Los
Aeropajitas” at two of the FDP concerts brought out many
people from the local Peruvian community, who many of us
had the opportunity to interact and exchange contacts with.

+ The Community Carnival, held in conjunction with the Wake
Up the Earth festival was a huge success, and without a doubt
the event that best embodied the goals of the FDP.

As a note of closing, most importantly, despite the great amount
of effort put into what turned out to be a deception, many of us
learned a great deal of important lessons to apply to our future or-
ganizing work. Furthermore, we established a great deal of long
term relationships with groups that have been doing work around
the issues we seek to focus on for years now. It is these relation-
ships that are now allowing us to have a toe, if not a foot, in the
door for future projects in the city of Boston. In some odd way, it
could even be said that, at least in this sense, the FDP accomplished
what it set out to do: It helped us lay the groundwork, establish the
links, and build the base for a long term, concerted intervention in
the class struggle of Boston. It is now our responsibility to apply
the lessons learned, and move forward.

Nicolas
—Barricada Collective
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caught two isolated fascists in a pickup truck attempting to drive
through the area. The truck had its windows smashed in, and the
men were dragged from the vehicle and beat. This event foreshad-
owed what was to come.

For several hours the opposing crowds were effectively sepa-
rated by the riot cops. As most of the racists met inside, a number
of Hammer Skins remained outside, behind police lines, giving the
Nazi salute to the angry local residents and the Bloc. Eventually
the meeting began to let out; and that is when the fighting truly
began.

As police lead the meeting attendees away from the scene, mem-
bers of the Bloc (aided by locals) discovered a way to circumvent
the police lines. Catching both the cops and racists off guard, the
Black Bloc suddenly found itself in an alley along with 40 fascists.
Using clubs and fists anarchists beat down Nazis. A number of
Hammer Skins were reportedly knocked unconscious. The fascists
tried to retreat towards an adjacent parking lot where many of
their vehicles were located. The Bloc pursued, beating Nazis as they
came upon them, and smashing in windows and slashing the tires
of their cars and trucks. As the fight ensued, riot police moved in,
using clubs and pepper spray, arresting a number of people. Dur-
ing the fascists’ panicky retreat, one bonehead ran over an anti-
racist woman (he was later arrested). In another instance, a white
supremacist, being pursued by elements of the Bloc, pulled and
fired a hand gun; no one was shot. Events moved quickly. As the
enemy fled, anarchists teamed up with locals and scoured the area
in search of Nazis who got away. On a number of occasions these
scum were found and they and their vehicles were attacked. In the
end there can little doubt that the racists were literally run out of
town. The price? 25 antifas arrested. One woman broke her arm and
another required medical attention after being struck by a truck.
One Black Blocer was eventually convicted of disorderly conduct
and sentenced to three months in jail.
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Was York a victory against fascism? Some naive liberals would
argue no. Why? Because of an ideological belief that by provid-
ing such hate groups with a stage (even if it is a stage which they
are flogged on) helps get them media coverage, and hence mem-
bership. Such ungrounded assertions aside, let us look at the facts.
In the wake of the beatings, fascists attempted to have two follow
up rallies in York. One was organized by the neo-Nazi National
Movement, on February 20th, 2002. The other was organized by the
Aryan Nations, on April 20th of that same year. In the case of the
later, the organization’s leader, Richard Butler, promised to turn
out 350 supporters. Trouble, right? Hardly. The first drew a whop-
ping six supporters, the second only twelve. In both cases these
pathetic and isolated hatemongers escaped the large angry crowds
only because of massive police protection. At both, ARA people
were treated with respect and solidarity by locals. Area youth (not
without humor) approvingly referred to the out-of-town antifas
as “anarchist ninjas.” All told, history and the facts seem to speak
clearly for themselves.

Note: The Battle of York set a precedent for organized street fighting
against fascists. From Baltimore to Maine to Valley Forge similar tac-
tics would be successfully used against these nazi scum. On September
25, 2004, a Black Bloc of 75 repeatedly ambushed isolated neo-nazis
on their way to a small fascist gathering within the Valley Forge Na-
tional Park. Anti-fascists laid in wait in wooded areas separating the
parking area from the rally site. During the course of the day many
nazis were beat, some severely. The bloc suffered no casualties.

Call to Action in York!
By Philly ARA

As many of you may or may not be aware, the white supremacist
group, World Church of the Creator and their leader Matt Hale
will be coming to the Martin Library in York, Pennsylvania on
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Youth Rebellion vs. Respecting Our Allies

Sometimes, we feel forced to make clear things so basic that it
is almost embarrassing to have to be writing them in a magazine.
However, some of the behavior which we saw at FDP truly makes
us wonder whether people realize this.

If “anarchists” think it is intelligent to spit at paintings in a pro-
gressive church, get progressive spaces closed down, alienate our
allies, and generally act in ways that can only be described as be-
ing wholly anti-social, then clearly, breaking our isolation and es-
tablishing meaningful ties with other groups and communities in
struggle is going to be a difficult task indeed.

It is already difficult enough to get people to overcome their
fear of the word anarchist, but working with other groups begins
to become next to impossible when we have to go into meetings
apologizing for actions that are more worthy of a garden variety
hooligan than any person with serious political convictions. Again,
respecting local organizers means respecting where they live and
who they work with, and behaving yourself when at large events.

None of this is to take any attention away from the fact that seri-
ous mistakes were made in the strategic aspects of the organizing
of FDP, the way outreach was handled, the steps we tried to take
to involve new people, and in general with our expectations of the
event. However, the fact that we, as organizers, committed faults
in no way exempts others from also taking responsibility for their
own actions. We have accepted ours, and are now looking to work
in different ways in the future, avoiding the mistakes of the past.
We hope fellow anarchists will do the same.

Positive Aspects

While we have already made abundantly clear our feelings about
the FDP on the overall level, it is important to state that there were
indeed some successes and victories. These were dampened by the
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The first example, was the small scandal raised by several indi-
viduals over the fact that the first concert of the festival was held
at a downtown nightclub. Allow us to state the painfully obvious:
Most people, not already like-minded, do not hang out at the lo-
cal infoshop, and they do not attend punk concerts. They go out to
nightclubs. The fact that we were able, after much effort, to have
a concert at a nightclub, was a positive thing, despite the fact that
we lost almost $1000 on the night. Why? Because a fair amount of
people entered the club, simply because they were looking for a
place to have a good time, and ended up being exposed to a night
of anarchist music, culture, and ideas.

We will cease to be a counterculture by infusing our politics into
the rest of society, not by retreating to the comfort of the infoshops.

Yet another example of this catch 22 involved the controversy
over the price of admission to the FDP concerts. First and foremost,
it is important to note that every single event at the FDP was 100%
free of charge (except the soccer tournament), including housing,
vast amounts of food, speakers from all over the country and be-
yond, and so forth. However, seeing as we have not yet abolished
money and established a classless society, all of this came at a price,
and not paying back the money we owed was simply not an option.
Even most simple conferences ask for 25 to 40$ for a weekend, a
total of 25$ for over 50 musical acts over 6 concerts did not seem
extravagant to us.

Above all, most of the costs incurred for the concerts centered
around booking many hip-hop and free jazz performers. These are
both cultures where artists expect to be paid for their performances,
whether we like it or not. If we are to have diverse shows with
something other than local punk acts playing for free, there will
be expenses. So again, the choice is easy. Shell out a few dollars,
or limit ourselves to organizing anarchist only events for young
punks. We choose the former.
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January 12th. For more info on the WCOTC please visit: http:
//www .onepeoplesproject.com/creator.htm

The WCOTC is notorious for picking a town with a present or
past racial conflict and exploiting the situation to gain new mem-
bers. This time they are coming to York, Penn. because of a race
riot that took place in 1969 where a black woman was killed in a
hail of gunfire by white youths. The mayor, who at the time was a
cop, is being charged with inciting white youths to “kill niggers.”

Months before the Sept 11th incident, Anti-fascists across North
America had noticed a distinct upswing in fascist organization and
activity. After Sept 11th, many fascist groups began exploiting the
attack to their own advantage and have actually had a dramatic
increase in their ranks. Compared to the same time last year, the
National Alliance membership has more than doubled!

Here in Philly and the surrounding areas, we have seen the
effects of this growth. National Alliance stickers started appear-
ing in racially mixed, working class neighborhoods in northeast
Philly. Philly Anti Racist Action tore down most of the stickers
and put up ARA stickers in their place. A bonehead by the name
of Keith Carney was arrested in front of a Vietnam War Memorial
after he, along with ten other fascists, were putting up National
Alliance stickers. Over the summer, Hammer “skins” held a show
in Harrisburg, Penn. with over 100 boneheads in attendance. In
recent months, National Alliance affiliated boneheads and Ham-
mer “skins” have been spotted at every major venue, punk show
in the city. A table with anti racist literature was kicked over by
boneheads at a punk show in Dillsburg, PA. A few months ago, 2
boneheads were arrested in South Jersey for breaking into a black
couple’s home and beating them with baseball bats while they slept.
Attacks have also occurred in Baltimore outside of shows. To put
it simply, shit is getting out of hand!

Another alarming fact is that fascists such as the National Al-
liance have been able to mobilize nearly the same amount of peo-
ple to their demos as Anti Fascists. In Wallingford, CT, the World
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Church mobilized not only people from their own ranks but klans-
men, hammer “skins”, and other fascist groups as well.

This should be a wake up call to Anti Fascists everywhere. The
fascists are crawling out of their caves and from under their stones.
We must be there to greet the World Church, pick up the stones,
and send them running. Matt Hale cannot be allowed to have a
platform to spew his racist filth and divide the working class. Keep
the fascists on the run and never let them have the streets! Join us
on January 12th!

Please forward this to all anti authoritarian groups. More info to
follow...

So far this call to action is being endorsed by Philly ARA, Colum-
bus ARA, Barricada Collective, and Tute Nere. If your group
would like to endorse this action please contact Philly ARA at:
Philly_ ARA@yahoo.com

Phone: 215-727-0882 box #3

Anti-Racists Defeat Neo-Nazi Recruiting Drive
By ARA

Yesterday’s events in York could only be considered a victory for
anti-racism. Several white supremacist organizations had planned
a meeting and rally in York to capitalize off of past racial divisions
and tensions in the city. Hundreds of people with basic common
sense from York and elsewhere successfully rose to the challenge
and prevented the event from going off without a hitch.

Despite massive police protection, neo-Nazis, including the vio-
lent hate gang called Eastern Hammer Skins, were driven from the
streets of York. After shouting across the street for hours at anti-
racist activists and residents, the neo-Nazis turned and ran, and
were still defeated in a nearby alley. Several Hammerskins were
pummeled unconscious and sustained massive damage to their ve-
hicles despite threats of bringing firearms and claims of Aryan
fighting superiority.“ These kinds of people want to terrorize and
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usually to bring attention to deportations, to denounce and pres-
sure companies that collaborate with deportations (such as partic-
ular hotels or airlines), or to directly attempt to stop a deportation
in progress. In all of these events, once the decision of what the
action focuses on is made, an action group is formed to work out
the logistics of the action in question. This group knows all the de-
tails of the action, but others are informed on a need to know basis,
with the only information that is made 100% public being the issue
the action is centered around, and the time, place, and date. Need-
less to say, the action group rotates individuals between actions in
order to prevent the creation of an “action hierarchy.” This strat-
egy has been effective for years in allowing for mass occupations
of buildings, preventing deportations, and so forth.

Clearly, if the goal is to go on a mindless romp through the city,
then we can yell it to the four winds. However, if we are to have
strategically oriented and serious direct actions, there will have to
be a balance reached between democratic participation, account-
ability, and security culture. Demanding to know every detail of an
operation under threat of packing it up and heading home (which
many did) is not where that balance lies. Because of this, the ac-
tion planned was scrapped for some other occasion. Hopefully, in
the future more anarchists will trust local anarchist organizers and
these actions will become possible.

Breaking out of the Ghetto vs. The DIY Dogma

A particularly fascinating phenomenon which we noticed dur-
ing the festival was the glaring contradiction between people who,
like us, see the need to break out of the anarchist ghetto, yet at
the same time refused to take one single solitary step out away
from the “anarcho-activist-DIY-dogma.” The fact is, what is seen
as “correct” or “proper” in our little anarcho world is not always
what will allow us to best build relationships with other cultures
and communities.
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ing sensation was that we had organized a five day birthday
party for 600 punks.

Catch 22s of North American Anarchism
Trusting Local Organizers vs. “Tell Us The Details Or We
Leave”

If anarchists in North America are really serious about chang-
ing the character and image of our “movement” (if we can even
be called that), then there will need to be some very serious re-
evaluation of some of the dogmas that we hold, which are com-
pletely opposed to the direction which claim to be wanting to move
in. The Festival del Pueblo provided us with numerous examples of
this.

First, and probably most important, is that we often hear of the
importance of trusting and respecting the work of local organizers.
One such instance in which we hear talk of this, and we agree,
is when it comes to large mobilization and actions, such as what
we intended to do during the FDP. However, for obvious reasons
of security and effectiveness, when we carry out precise actions
around specific issues that are intended to be truly direct rather
than symbolic, not everybody can be privy to all the details of what
the exact target is. Trusting local organizers means that one is made
aware of the general nature of an action (which was made very
clear in numerous fliers and propaganda handed out during the
five days) as well as the issue or issues that the action is trying to
either A. bring attention to (in the case of a symbolic action) or B.
directly influence (a direct action).

The strategy that the FDP organizers involved in planning the
direct actions were trying to implement is not a new invention,
neither is it born of a vanguardist secrecy, as some have implied. It
is, for example, the way which the anarchist anti-deportation col-
lective in Paris (the Collective Anti-Expulsions) operates. The col-
lective decides on an issue around which to do an action. These are
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murder millions of people under the name of ‘racial purity, but
they like to hold these kinds meetings in public that are like spit-
ting in people’s faces, and then try and act like they’re the victims
of some unprovoked attack,” said ARA member Susan Booker, “and
we need to stop them in every community, not just York.

The white supremacists selected York as a place for them to build
their movement, in part by exploiting the tragedies of the past and
in part because they have local organizers in the area. The Eastern
Hammer Skins and the World Church of the Creator both have
members in the York area. We know that after we leave, there will
still be Nazis in York. There are local organizers on the ground,
and they are supported by local officials and police. But we also
believe that the York community is ready to confront and expose
this cancer in their body politic. We want to support local residents
in this struggle as much as we are able.

The entire community was out with us, despite the police and
mayor’s story that local residents “stayed home.” Our estimate of
the size of the crowd was over 400 York residents participating
in the counter demonstration. It is clear to us that the people of
York are angry that their community is being cynically used by
neo-nazis to build their movement, and also that their city govern-
ment couldn’t have found any better way to handle the situation.
Do the old “white power” politics run so deep among certain people
in power that the city really HAD to let Matt Hale and his hateful
followers hold their meeting? At what cost?

We were surprised by the blatant amount of brutality from the
police. Even from our point of view, which is admittedly generally
unfavorable to police officers, the violence of the York Police De-
partment and Pennsylvania State Patrol against the counter demon-
strators was shocking. The Police attacked one young girl after she
was run down by a speeding pickup driven by a neo-nazi. Mem-
bers of her family were beaten and arrested shortly after that inci-
dent. Another neo-Nazi, who pulled a handgun on protesters, was

251



allowed to leave by police until he was chased for blocks by angry
York citizens who demanded his arrest.

ARA intends to continue our ongoing work in the York com-
munity, to win the trials of our arrested comrades and the local
residents who stood up to the Nazis, and to work with the York
community to defeat the organized racists in the York area. This
fight is long from over. While we won the conflict in the streets,
the fight against white supremacy in the area must continue, and
we plan to use every opportunity to continue our work to make
York, Pennsylvania, and the entire country a Nazi-free zone. We
have no intention of being intimidated by police brutality, and the
neo-nazis have left us less than impressed.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (717) 649-1714
Anti-Racist Action

Street Fighting For The Future

In Defense of Anti-Racist Action and The Movement
Against

Fascism

By Nicolas

York, Pennsylvania is a racially diverse city with large African-
American and Latino communities, and with a history of racial vio-
lence and conflict. Matt Hale of the World Church of The Creator, a
white supremacist, neo-Nazi group, decided to try to capitalize on
this by calling for a public meeting in the city. He invited members
of the National Alliance, Eastern Hammerskins, Aryan Nations,
National Socialist Movement, and other such pleasant characters,
with the hopes of a repeat of the racial fighting that took place in
1969.

A Black Bloc of approximately 100 militant anti-fascists, many of
them members of the international group Anti-Racist Action (ARA)
assembled early in the morning and began taking action against the
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intended to “play what we want, when we want, when we
want.”

While of course, an anarchist soccer tournament is certainly
not an event of great importance, the incredibly weak grasp
some people have on anarchism, and not to mention the prin-
ciples of mutual contracts, voluntary association, and basic
respect, is a very serious manner indeed. If it is these sorts
of characters who accuse us of being “authoritarians” for try-
ing to uphold these principles basic to our anarchism, then
we can only feel flattered.

All of the above, while symptomatic of what we feel to be
large ills, are clearly relatively minor issues. However, what
most bothered us about the festival, something which we
have been speaking out against for quite some time now,
is the re-occurring phenomenon of the anarchist spectators.
Anarchists who seem to fail to grasp the fact that anarchism
is about self-management and personal initiative. Many peo-
ple came to the FDP with the same mindset one would ex-
pect to take to a cruise vacation. We had people complain
about their housing because “there is too much work going
on and we can’t relax” We had people refuse to help with
dismantling rooms and events, and so on and so forth.

Most disturbing is that, despite receiving a few complaints
about certain types of activities not being included in the
program of the FDP, aside from the stellar work done by the
BALM medics and Indymedia (and some Crimethinc individ-
uals) there was not one single activity of any sort organized
during the five days of FDP from outside the general assem-
bly. From the very beginning we made it clear that for us the
FDP GA was meant to be an umbrella that others could use
to organize their own autonomous actions and events during
the course of the five days. For many of us, the overwhelm-

309



308

the all punk concert held on Friday, May 3rd at the Berwick
in Roxbury. For some background, the Berwick is (was?) a
DIY arts space located in a black community that regularly
lent itself to various anarchist related events. However, given
the precarious nature of the establishment, as well as the lo-
cation, the show was to end at a certain time and we asked
that people refrain from hanging out and making noise on
the sidewalk too much. Of course, as with all our concerts
(except the one at Buzz), drinking was not allowed.

At the conclusion of the concert, upwards of 100 people were
to be found hanging out outside, several of them drinking. To
make matters even worse, one very intoxicated young man
was passed out, in the middle of the street of all places. All
this is not terribly surprising at a punk rock concert. How-
ever, what is surprising and a little much, is when organizers
are being accused of being “authoritarians” and what not for
trying to clear the area. For the record, to our knowledge, the
Berwick no longer hosts concerts.

During the Anarchist Soccer tournament, which 16 teams
participated in [and the glorious Guardia Negra squad tri-
umphed. Ed.], we caught the following brilliant piece of con-
versation during the course of one game:

Player A: “You can’t pick up the ball with your hands, it’s
against the rules”

Player B: “I'm an anarchist dude, 'm against all rules.
Player A: “Yeah, just kidding, we do what we want.”

Player B: “Yeah!”

It was some of these same people who later demanded that
their entire team be allowed to play at the same time. They
also confided that they never had any intentions of abiding
by the guidelines set up by the tournament organizers and

fascists entering the city. Hours later, hundreds of local residents
where expressing their support for the bloc, making clear that the
racists weren’t welcome in the city. Their support was not only vo-
cal either; youths from York guided anti-fascists around the city,
so assisting them in making certain the fascists would be very hes-
itant to return. It was a perfect example of a community standing
up and refusing to tolerate fascism.

Militant anti-fascists, such as those who work within the ARA
network, are often subjected to all sorts of verbal, and sometimes
physical, attacks from enemies who brand our tactics and strategies
as anything from inefficient to criminal. These attacks are levied by
from both the political Right (its extreme and moderate wings) and
liberals. Critics are horrified by the facts that the ARA breaks the
law and denies “free speech rights” Above all, they see militant
anti-fascists as overzealous youth who fail to comprehend the true
nature of racism and thus oversimplify the issue, to the detriment
of good reason. Marissa Brookes tried to make this last argument
in her article “Anti-Racist Action: The Kids Are All Wrong” in this
January’s Student Underground.

ARA certainly has more than its fair share of organizational
problems and theoretical, as well as tactical, shortcomings - mak-
ing it by no means above being criticized. I myself am not a mem-
ber of ARA for a variety of reasons. But people like Brookes who
take the liberal standpoint argument need to understand why mil-
itant anti-fascists feel there is a need for direct action, and direct,
often violent, confrontation. They need to understand what role
the extreme-right plays within the broader context of the capital-
ist system. And they need to understand how their own class and
race privilege effect their perspective.

The most commonly heard liberal argument is that the use of di-
rect confrontation and physical force to combat organized racism
is not only illegal, but also needless and counterproductive. Many
view it as an issue of free speech, and thus protected by the US
constitution. To an anti-fascist, it is not an issue of free speech, but
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of self-defense. Fascists understand that, if they rule the streets, it
marks the end of all grass roots level organizing and action for revo-
lutionaries. The terrain is then open for them to present themselves
as the only serious alternative to capitalism. Through attacks, fire
bombings, beatings, harassment, and whatever else it takes, racist
and fascist groups ensure that the streets are unsafe for anarchists
and leftists. The fact is that ARA is largely composed of anarchists,
people who question the legitimacy and necessity of the state and
wish to replace it with a system of direct democracy, federalism,
decentralization, freedom, and, in the case of class-struggle an-
archists, worker-controlled industry and libertarian communism.
Thus by extension, ARA questions the validity of the laws which
the state enacts. This is why the ARA mission statement makes it
clear that militant anti-fascism does not depend on cops or courts.
We do indeed seek to “outlaw” fascism, but not through any gov-
ernment and its laws because to do so would only allow fascists to
paint themselves as the victims while setting a legal precedent for
the silencing of opposition which could very well backfire on us as
revolutionaries. Fascism needs to be outlawed by people, being in
the streets and by demonstrating, both through education and di-
rect confrontation. Fascism is simply intolerable and will be fought
by any means necessary wherever it arises.

An understanding of race privilege is essential to participating in
any movement against either fascism or capitalism. Even the most
dedicated revolutionary, if he or she looks white enough, can still
escape the wrath of violent racist gangs by trying to look “Aryan.
However, for those who are of another color, or who speak an-
other language, or who are disabled, or homeless, there is simply
no escape from fascist terror once the gangs take to the streets.

In her article, Brookes implies that this is not something that
commonly happens. One needs only to look at Eastern Europe, sig-
nificant portions of Spain, Buenos Aires, parts of California, At-
lantic City, and many other regions to see that this is simply not
true. In all of these places, fascist gangs have taken the streets, and
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particular section will not focus on the particular events, as there is
not a whole lot to say. Instead, we will use certain examples of what
occurred, what we saw, and what we heard, to reveal what we feel
to be some of the serious flaws with North American anarchism. So
serious in fact, that we have now for months been very open about
our desire to distance ourselves from large sectors of the anarchist
“movement”.

With Anarchists Like These

Some of the things we saw and heard during the five days of the
Festival del Pueblo really went a long way towards challenging our
faith in anarchism (or better put, in anarchists, as the best examples
of anarchism in action these days seem to be coming from people
who don’t use the term).

« During the “Cultural Gathering” on May 2nd, for which we
had an incredible space thanks to the generosity of the Ar-
lington Street Church, we noticed several “anarchists” spit-
ting at the several hundred years old portraits on the walls.
While many of these did indeed depict old white aristocrats,
the Arlington street church has always been a progressive
institution where, among other things, the first draft cards
were burnt during the war in Vietnam. If this is the respect
anarchists intend to give people who help us out, then the
anarchist movement is in a sorry state indeed.

« The issue of basic responsibility and anti-social behavior was
actually a constant problem during the festival, particularly
at the time of concerts. On the very first night, at one of the
hip-hop, punk, and folk concerts held at a downtown night-
club (Buzz) we encountered repeated problems with club se-
curity due to a group of 15 to 20 people who refused to stop
drinking outside and clear the sidewalk area. This however,
was a minor incident. A much more serious one occurred at
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ceed in bridging the gap between anarchists and the communities
of Boston.

Evidently, we oversimplified the question and thus overlooked
significant barriers to effective organizing and agitating in the
North American context. Not only did we overlook significant divi-
sions which keep us from effectively working with certain sectors,
but we also underestimated the extent to which a large extent of
the US working class is pacified. This is not to minimize our own,
extensive, mistakes, but merely to assert the reality that resistance
and street culture, the culture that says you take to the streets when
angry, is very weak in the US, exploding only when a crisis reaches
it’s boiling point (the L.A. insurrection, the Cincinnati riots, etc.)

The city of Boston is clearly not yet at this boiling point. Again,
we say this not because the Festival del Pueblo failed to trigger
any sort of mass discontent, as assuming that this would happen
merely on our prompting would be incredibly arrogant, but rather
because we have seen what the reaction is when the working peo-
ple of Boston are seriously wronged, such as with the recent police
shootings. Not even one hundred people take to the streets. The
anger is clearly there, simmering under the surface, the task now
is to tap into it through well directed and long term campaigns
around particular issues. It is this that will allow for the building
of a broad based, class conscious, and multiracial movement which
will allow us to respond properly to the attacks of the ruling class
on us.

May 1st to May 5th, Five Days that Changed Nothing

The sad reality is that, as far as the working class of Boston is
concerned, nothing special happened between May 1st and 5th. So
profound was our failure that, aside from being seen at our two
marches, some Latin presence at several concerts, and a presence at
the Amnesty rally, the FDP might as well have been billed as some
sort of “anarchist only” event. For this reason, our analysis of this
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anti-fascists have been unable to oppose them. Once dominant,
their confidence rises and attacks on minorities begin. When op-
posed in the streets in a coordinated and effective manner, they
find themselves unable to develop their bases of support, and hence
unable to grow.

All this is not to say that militant anti-fascists believe direct con-
frontation to be the only method to fight fascism. It is but one tool
among many.

For example, ARA Toronto repeatedly “outs” racist and fascist
leaders in communities where they reside unknown to their neigh-
bors. Last summer, race riots against South Asians erupted in north-
ern England. Anti-fascists organized to prevent the rift between
white working class and people of color growing larger, expos-
ing the lie that British workers and immigrants have conflicting
interests. The ARA Research Bulletin, published by ARA Chicago,
consistently outlines the ties between fascism, capitalism, and the
state.

“The Kids Are All Wrong” fails to take into account the role of
organized racism within the broader context of the capitalist sys-
tem, and the class politics that are inherent in militant anti-fascism.
In times of revolutionary turmoil, society quickly becomes polar-
ized. Usually, this polarization is represented by a radicalization
towards both the left and the right. Historically, when capitalism
has found itself under serious threat from revolutionary forces, it
has used fascists as its shock troops and fascism as a lesser evil.

In Italy during the 70’s, the state allied with the fascists to dis-
credit the immensely powerful movement of students and work-
ers that threatened capital through murderous bombings that were
blamed on leftists. In Spain, during the time of the civil war and rev-
olution, the western democracies decided to maintain neutrality.
The logic was that a fascist victory was better than a social revolu-
tion, given that the revolution had the potential to spread beyond
the borders of Spain.
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Liberals often criticize ARA for the group’s blanket opposition
to the police. This just points out the lack of serious class analysis
in the liberal viewpoint. The fact is, while it may be true that not
all police officers are corrupt and violent, to us, this is a non-issue.
We do not look at individuals, but rather systems and forces, and
what interests those systems and forces serve. The police force is a
force organized for the defense of the status-quo and the interests
of capitalism. Therefore, it is in he best interests of our class, the
working class, to promote distrust of, and defiance towards, police,
as they are nothing more than class traitors serving the interests
of the ruling class. It is not “brainless sloganeering,” as Brookes put
it, but rather a conscious, class-based, political decision.

Fascism is a complicated social issue. To us, militant anti-fascism
is about understanding the clear and present dangers that orga-
nized racists present to the working class, to people of color, to
people from other countries, and anybody who they deem to be un-
acceptable, and the role that it plays as a final barrier of defense for
capitalism when challenged by revolutionary and progressive so-
cial movements. It is about understanding these dangers and adopt-
ing effective strategies to defeat them.

Of course ARA does not have all the answers, nor does it always
adopt the most effective strategies. For one thing, an important dis-
tinction needs to be made between active and serious ARA chap-
ters, namely Toronto, Montreal, Chicago, Columbus, Louisville,
and Philadelphia, and those that are only punk kids with a P.O.
Box.

When liberals attack ARA, they are really attacking all militant
anti-fascism. It is a critique devoid of any class or race analysis.
Class and race are fundamental aspects of an accurate historical
analysis of the roots and workings of fascism, and hence funda-
mental aspects of an understanding of how to effectively combat
it. Fascism does not begin with genocide and concentration camps-
that is simply where it ends. In order to ensure that Fascism never
again reaches that point, it must be crushed anytime it rears its
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There is always more that can be done, and with the benefit of
hindsight it is always much easier to point out errors made in out-
reach strategies. However, those who accuse the FDP of prioritiz-
ing the usual anarchist and leftist circles over community in our
outreach are speaking simply out of ignorance. The work done was
neither glamorous nor exciting, and as such not known to those
not in the organizing process, but the undeniable truth is that it
was there.

All this being said, it would take a total political imbecile to fail
to realize that there were indeed shortcomings, and something did
indeed go terribly, terribly, wrong. Unfortunately, we have been
unable to answer what exactly that is even to ourselves. If we pos-
sessed these answers we would already be busily undertaking the
next FDP and doing it correctly this time. But unfortunately, we
don’t have any answers, only speculations.

Barricada comes from a political context and experience which is
significantly different from the US social and political context. We
are usually very candid in admitting that we do not feel at home in
the U.S. political context, and that this feeling extends itself to an-
archist circles as well. We come from a different reality, and most
often what we try to do is adapt the strategies, tactics, and out-
looks which we bring with us to the U.S. context. We have done
this with our propaganda, our political analysis, our anti-fascist
perspectives, and with our street tactics. FDP was the same, with
the only exception (and what an exception that is!), that this time
the lessons which we learned where we were formed politically
were, quite simply, not valid.

We come from societies with strong resistance cultures and
strong street cultures, where people do not hesitate to take to the
streets when they feel wronged or are defending their interests.
Thus, in our minds we thought that if we succeeded in tapping into
what the people of Boston were discontent with, centered our agita-
tion around that, and provided an anarchist discourse and practice
which held relevance to people’s daily lives, we would then suc-
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meeting. From relatively negative scenarios, where hidden sectar-
ian influences were clear or where it was obvious that the will to
work together in a principled manner was not present; to mildly
positive meetings where it was clear that the organization in ques-
tion could not, for a variety of reasons, come out publicly in favor
of the actions we proposed, but did indeed feel it to be a positive
thing that somebody do them and open up those paths; to some
very positive meetings that led to steady cooperation and what we
hope will be significant long term working relations, most notably
with Spontaneous Celebrations and City Life/Vida Urbana.

Anybody who was even mildly involved in the organizing pro-
cess for the FDP knows that for many of us, this type of work
was clearly priority number one. Not only did we call and meet
with just about every single minimally supportive organization we
could, but, because we do feel that oftentimes it is these organiza-
tions that are the safety valves utilized to tame the anger of the
oppressed and which serve as social mediators for capital, we also
tried to reach out via other cultures and more aggressive street level
agitation.

FDP organizers contacted literally dozens of hip-hop labels
and acts, went to hip-hop shows, attended Critical Breakdown
regularly for months, organized joint hip-hop/hardcore concerts,
reached out to reggae artists, folks artists, and even went so far as
to organize not one, but two, free jazz concerts (one during the FDP
itself and one as a fundraiser).

We produced and distributed literally tens of thousands of fliers,
brochures, and posters. We mailed them to people, attended every
minimally relevant event we could think of, distributed them at T-
stops, organized flyering groups in different neighborhoods, and
even went as far as to distribute them door to door in neighbor-
hoods which we thought to be of particular importance. Hundreds
and hundreds of posters addressing the issues of housing and pris-
ons were posted up by different FDP outreach groups all over the
city.
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head. Hitler once said: “we could only have been stopped if your en-
emies crushed us on the streets from day one.” We intend to crush
Fascism using exactly this approach.

Interview With A Black Bloc Participant at The
Battle of York

Interviewer: I understand that you had a hand in organizing the
antifascist (Black Bloc) demonstrations in York. What motivated
you to do this?

Midian: This was built up to be a highly important event for
the far-right. A number of previously antagonistic white power or-
ganizations (National Alliance, WCOTC, Aryan Nations, Keystone
State Skins, etc.) were coming together for a common front action
to exploit the ongoing racial tensions in York, PA, and strengthen
unity between their respective groups in the region. It was being
promoted as a kick-off event for a general white power offensive
in the Northeast. Disrupting this gathering and forcing dissension
and disunity in their ranks was a priority for anarchists and anti-
fascists.

Interviewer: The action itself saw numerous violent clashes be-
tween the Black Bloc and the locals on one side, and the cops and
fascists on the other. Was this violence planned?

Midian: Yes. Absolutely. There were a number of militant groups
(ARA, Northeast Antifascists, NEFAC, Baltimore Class War) who
planned for confrontation to ensure that this event could not be
claimed as a success by the organizers, and we managed to link up
with angry youth from the community. From intercepted commu-
nications on white power message boards (post-York) it was clear
that the beat-down the Nazis received led to all sorts of blame and
bad blood between WP groups over botched security and under-
estimating the anti-fascist forces. They haven’t really recovered
since.
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It really was a nasty defeat for them: thousands of dollars in dam-
aged vehicles, a number of Nazis sent to the hospital, others who
got hit with heavy sentences (on weapons charges, attempted mur-
der for trying to run down residents) and the humiliation of liter-
ally being run out of town by an angry mob of anti-fascists and
residents.

Interviewer: In York, how did the locals react towards the
masked antifascists?

Midian: At first apprehensive, but once it was clear we were
there to fight the Nazis the locals warmed up quick. It worked out
well for us.

Politically it was important for us to be able to link up with local
working class youth and not only fight side by side them, but also
to hear about local conditions and racial tensions. Talk politics, etc.
Tactically we were led around by people that new every alleyway
and short cut in the downtown vicinity, so we managed to head-
off the retreating Nazis time and again, capitalize on the element
of surprise and attack, and safely retreat when the police arrived
on the scene.

Interviewer: What was the dynamic between the Black Bloc, and
the police? What are the relations between organized fascist and
the police?

Midian: The objective of the day was to disrupt this event, by
any means necessary. We tried our best to pick our battles, and
avoided the police whenever it was possible. There were some de-
fensive clashes with the cops when they rushed us or tried to escort
the Nazis to safety. But there was a conscious effort to avoid fight-
ing two battles simultaneously. Basic guerrilla tactics requires you
always fight from a position of strength, and never get drawn into
a situation where your forces can be easily overwhelmed.

Interviewer: What, if any, is the relation between fascist organi-
zations like the NA and WCOC and the right wing powers that be
in Washington?
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What We Did (But Not Enough of...)

The principal objective of the FDP was to build links between an-
archists and communities in struggle of the city of Boston. In order
to accomplish this, several things were done during a period of six
months. First, we decided to prioritize four specific areas to focus
our intervention around. These were immigration, housing, police
brutality, and prisons. Our next step was to approach as wide of a
variety of community groups and individuals as possible. We un-
dertook this task not from a vanguardist “Here we are, here we
come” perspective, but rather with the acknowledgment that these
community groups have been doing work around these struggles
day in and day out for years now. We went to them asking: A. is
our presence welcome?, B. If so, in what capacity?, and C. How can
we best complement the work that you have already been doing?
We reached out to the maximum number of groups possible given
our limited numbers, resources, and time. At several general assem-
blies, all present volunteered to contact a certain number of differ-
ent groups, thus assuring that outreach was everyone’s responsi-
bility. A partial list of groups contacted would include SEIU unions,
Jobs With Justice, Harvard Living Wage campaign, Dudley Street
Neighborhood initiative, Alternatives for Community and Environ-
ment, Vida Urbana/City Life, What’s Up magazine, the Legalization
coalition (a pro-Amnesty for immigrants coalition), Spontaneous
Celebrations, Critical Breakdown, Student Labor Action Project,
AFSC members, and many, many others.

We did not reach out to more due to a simple lack of time and re-
sources, not will. The reactions we received varied. Some groups
did not even return our calls, sometimes we were greeted with
nearly open hostility, sometimes indifference, and sometimes en-
thusiasm. In some cases, we managed to set up appointments to
meet face to face with group representatives or attend group meet-
ings (Vida Urbana, Legalization Coalition, SLAP, What’s Up, Crit-
ical Breakdown, JWJ). Again, the results varied from meeting to
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on), but on the overall scale, it fell pathetically short of what it was
intended to be, and the form which it took was not at all what we
had hoped for. For what it turned out to be, i.e. a five day primarily
social gathering of anarchists, it was perfectly enjoyable and pleas-
ant [Unless you happened to be an organizer, hadn’t slept in days,
and wanted nothing more than for the whole miserable experience to
end already. Ed.]

However, it was not for a gathering of hundreds of white, middle
class, crusty, traveler kids that so many of us sacrificed six months
of our lives. We put the energy and commitment into it that we did
because we felt it was an important experiment with latent poten-
tial to start to break the isolation of the anarchist ghetto and harmo-
nize a mass anarchist presence, analysis, and tactics, with the daily
struggles of the communities of Boston. It was an attempt to put
our theories (outlined in Beggar’s article “Towards the Creation of
an Anarchist Movement” in Barricada, April 2002) into practice.

So, with that said, we would like to now enter into our analysis
of the reasons why this project failed like it did, what we see as
valid criticisms, what we don’t see as valid criticisms, what is truth,
what is lies, what is simple misinformation, and what lessons we
draw from this experience as we look towards future endeavors.
However, before we begin, there is one misconception which we
feel it is important to clear up before continuing.

We often hear of FDP referred to as a “Barricada Event”, with
all the subsequent congratulations and criticisms directed solely at
us. This is untrue, and above all, unfair to the many non-Barricada
people deeply involved in the project. While the original idea did in-
deed come from members of Barricada, dozens of other anarchists
and anti-authoritarians from the Sophia Perovskaya collective, the
Sabate collective, BAAM, and others were instrumental in giving
the project shape and making it a reality. Furthermore, over 70
groups and organizations signed on to endorse the project.
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Midian: I don’t know that there are any formal links. Right now,
where social and economic conditions are not in a period of cri-
sis, groups like these remain on the fringe. Just like anarchists or
other far-left groupings are also on the fringe of society. However,
any reading of history demonstrates that as objective conditions
worsen, politics become highly polarized. When social peace be-
comes more difficult to maintain, the forces of political moderation
are pushed aside and often it is the fringe groups of the far-left and
far-right who move to the forefront who fill the vacuum and fight
for supremacy. So in a sense, confronting these groups while they
are weak is an important strategy for revolutionary anti-fascists,
because we truly believe there will be a period where more serious
clashes will be necessary to suppress these groups. It only makes
sense to hit them now before they are able to establish deep roots
and influence in working class communities.

In the meantime, these groups also represent the vanguard of
the rightwing. They are the foot soldiers who will push for ex-
tremes, and the center-right will capitalize on this by pushing
through more “moderate” forms of conservative politics. You see
this around a number of issues dear to the right, from attacks on
abortion access to the criminalization of immigrants.

Interviewer: Was York a victory for antifascists, and if so how
did this victory play itself out in the broader antifascist (anarchist)
movement?

Midian: Absolutely. At least here on the East Coast. We man-
aged to severely disrupt these group’s organizing plans, and gave
them a good kicking to remember us by. These groups capitalize on
their ability to present themselves as strong, fighting organizations.
This is how they attract new recruits (often disenfranchised, white
working class youth). When they are able to successfully hold the
streets, they can claim a victory. York was most definitely not a
victory for them, which is clearly demonstrated by the continued
fallouts and fractures that have plagued these groups on the East
Coast since then.
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Interviewer: Why do anarchists often employ Black Bloc tactics
(masks, violence, etc.) at antifascist actions? Does this lead to an-
archists essentially putting themselves on the same moral plane as
those they combat?

Midian: The anarchist movement from it’s inception has always
had a proud tradition of fighting against reaction, particularly in
the fight against fascism. Most anarchists are neither absolute paci-
fists, nor enthusiastic proponents of violence. But we do believe in
the necessity of self-defense. Sometimes this means using a form
of defensive violence to counter-act what we see as a greater, more
oppressive form of violence enacted against us and the progressive
movements around us.

It is at the core of the ideologies of most of these far-right groups
to use violence as a means to suppress left-wing dissent and ter-
rorize immigrants and communities of color. Whether or not they
have the strength in numbers to carry out this program at the mo-
ment is beside the point. We consider it necessary to disrupt their
ability to organize openly in order to ensure they are never able
to fully root themselves in white working class areas and become
strong movements of reaction. If part of this strategy of disruption
requires a level of physical violence to be successful, so be it. We
know our enemies and have no moral dilemmas in how we fight
them.

Interviewer: Beyond York, have you participated in other Black
Bloc Actions? How did York compare to those?

Midian: Let me start off by first saying that militant street pos-
turing is no substitute for organizing around everyday struggles
that affect peoples’ lives. If we are to build a truly revolutionary
movement in this country, we must prioritize our activity within
broader working class struggles and social movements.

But there is a time and place for militant street actions. Often
this is symbolic, a way to demonstrate a sense of urgency and out-
rage to a struggle. This is what a lot of the more militant anti-
globalization protests of the past few years were about. I have
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This demonstration and day of action will be an opportunity for
all to express their anger at the conditions we are all forced to en-
dure, using a diversity of tactics. However, in the interest of en-
suring the widest possible participation and respecting the safety
and wishes of others, the day will be organized in a manner that
allows for each individual or group to choose their level of risk and
specific tactics. We also encourage everyone to organize their own
autonomous actions while in Boston. More information to come.

If you wish to endorse this demonstration and day of action,
please contact Festival del Pueblo at:

FestivaldelPueblo (at) hotmail.com
Festival del Pueblo
POB 73
Boston, MA, 02133, USA

Boston’s Festival Del Pueblo: A Critical Analysis
By Nicolas, Barricada Collective

Introduction

As we write this, Boston’s Festival del Pueblo, held between May
1st and 5th, is already five months behind us. Yet, for us at Barri-
cada, just as with the many other people who devoted so much time
and energy to the project, we can only just now begin to gather our
thoughts, re-gather strength, and analyze the event in a calm and
collected manner.

The fact is that, just as we find it important to highlight the times
when we are involved in projects which we consider to be suc-
cesses, it is as important, if not more, to highlight our failures and
shortcomings, as well as analyzing the concrete reasons for them.

Let’s be clear. In our opinion, the FDP was, short of a total dis-
aster, clearly a resounding failure. This is not to say that it was
without its small successes and victories (which are discussed later
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born poor or the wrong color

... Because the fact that we are immigrants does not make us ter-
rorists or mean that we do not have rights

... Because we want freedom for Colombia, Puerto Rico, and all of
Latin America

... Because we refuse to waste our youth and old age in the indig-
nity of dead-end jobs

... We Unite Our Voices To Better Our Lives!

On May 5th those of us who are sick and tired of being cold all
winter, of living on too little food, too much work and too little pay;
of being harassed for being of color; those of us who are tired of
struggling just to survive will come together in Boston in a struggle
to truly live! In this spirit, we come together for:

« Affordable Housing For All
« Universal Health Care For All
« Amnesty For All Immigrants

« The US Out of Latin America; Puerto Rican Independence;
and an End to Plan Colombia

+ An End to Police Brutality
« The Dismantlement of the Prison-Industrial Complex
« Women’s Reproductive Rights and An End to Sexism

« Sexual Liberation and An End to Homophobia and Transpho-
bia

« A Sustainable Ecology; An End to the Poisoning Of Our Com-
munities and the Earth

« Community Empowerment, Resistance, and Freedom
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fought alongside other militants in a number of anti-globalization
protests: Seattle, Washington, D.C., Quebec City, and elsewhere.
To varying degrees of success we were responsible for both major
disruptions and international headlines. In many ways we helped
reinvigorate the Left, by injecting it with militancy and radicalism,
and we sharpened the critique of corporate globalization to an all-
out attack on capitalist social relations.

There are other times when Black Blocs have been used as a more
direct form of action. This is true with militant anti-fascism. If there
is a public gathering of fascists and neo-nazis, we will fight to shut
it down and run them off the streets. I have participated in a num-
ber of anti-fascist confrontations, York being the most successful in
terms of achieving a planned goal and finding a broader combative
voice in the community:.

Interviewer: Since Quebec City in 2001, there seems to be a refo-
cusing in the anarchist community more towards ‘bread and butter’
issue. Do you see a place for Black Blocs and community/work-
place organizing to coexist, or are they mutually exclusive?

Midian: I wouldn’t say they are mutually exclusive, although of-
ten there is an anarchist youth culture around these types of ac-
tions that seems to heighten an ongoing disconnect. Workplace
struggles in particular often develop a militant component. Sab-
otage is more commonplace than people think, and fighting scabs
has a long and proud tradition within the labor movement. There
are certainly areas where anarchists can offer militant solidarity
here, though it is crucially important to allow for the direct partici-
pants to outline the types of actions that should be taken. The same
goes for community struggles, whether it is fighting gentrification
or raising hell against a landlord.

Bosses and landlords have their own dirty tricks they use against
workers or tenants, and often they have the law on their side. It
only makes sense that the playing field should be leveled by adding
a more covert, militant edge to the fight against them. Black blocs
should be viewed within the same strategic realm as guerrilla war-
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fare, and the same considerations should be taken when engaging
in this form of militant activity. Particularly within social move-
ments. Are your actions being used to strengthen a particular strug-
gle towards a stated goal? Is their enough of a radical consciousness
among the direct social movement participants to embrace a diver-
sity of tactics and combat potential repression, or will these actions
only serve to alienate them?

Interviewer: What defines your political beliefs? What drives
you to risk physical harm and jail for them?

Midian: I am an anarchist. This is largely defined by my total
objection to the capitalist society we live in, and belief in the need
for the construction of new world based on egalitarian values. For
me, anarchism is not some utopian philosophy. It is the recognition
of social war, the active fight between oppressed and oppressor.
Anarchism means nothing if it is not based within the struggles
of the oppressed. For those of us who have consciously embraced
these ideas, we have an obligation to be apart of these struggles.
Even if that means risk of arrest or physical harm. We are apart of
a proud tradition of people who have risked far more than this.

Interviewer: What do you do for a living?

Midian: Like a lot of people in this country I guess I would be
considered lumpen proletariat. I have worked in factories, ware-
houses, the retail sector, office work, etc. I would rather not say
what my current employment consists of for security reasons.

Interview with Imprisoned Anarchist and
Anti-Fascist Activist

Tim Fasnacht

By Jack Diddley

(Originally Published in The Defenstrator, Philadelphia, PA)
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The protesters soon moved on to the upper middle class New-
bury Street shopping district. There some windows of a corporate
chain store where smashed in. However, the police seemed to be
unprepared to physically challenge the anarchists. In the end, the
Bloc spilled out into the Boston Common. No arrests were made.

While considered an overall disappointment by the organizers,
May 5 carries a degree of historical significance never the less. First,
it influenced the emerging focus of the anarchist movement back
to the bread and butter issues of poor and working peoples’ lives.
Second, it proved the effectiveness of democratically empowered
tactical teams (i.e. “tacs,” “tactical facilitators,” etc). The fact that the
Bloc maintained a tight formation, did not debate direction at inter-
sections, maintained a healthy pace, and generally turned corners,
was a contributing factor in avoiding arrest. If, as is sometimes the
case, the Bloc degenerated after the first act of property destruction,
or if it lingered too long after the building take over, the chances
that the police would have been better able to grasp the situation
and move against them would have been greatly increased. The
tactical team along with the strong internal organization of many
participating affinity groups made such situations avoidable. The
recent history of street protests seem to support the claim that the
more internal structure the Bloc has (while remaining true to an-
archist democracy), the less likely it is to be corralled, dispersed,
shutdown, or selectively incarcerated. This is a lesson the anarchist
movement should take to heart.

Boston, May 5th, Take to the Streets!

... Because the cost of living in our neighborhoods continues to
rise while our wages shrink.
... Because we are tired of greedy landlords raising our rents and
driving us out of our homes
... Because we must stop police brutality and racial profiling
... Because we can no longer watch as our sons and daughters,
brothers and sisters, are sent off to prison for the crime of being
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a “tactical team” was formally created in order to develop the finer
points of the day’s action, as well as to help hold the Bloc’s forma-
tion and movement together as events got underway.

The tactical team was empowered by the Festival’s general as-
sembly. This assembly was composed of the volunteer organizers
of the week long events. It met regularly in the months preceding
the gathering and it operated according to directly democratic prin-
ciples consistent with anarchism. Some speculated that the May 5
Black Bloc was to serve as a kind of test run for certain organi-
zational frameworks that, if proven effective, could be utilized at
larger demonstrations.

The days immediately before May 5th were marked by miscom-
munication and secrecy. The assembled Black Bloc affinity groups
held a formal meeting where general plans were discussed. How-
ever, miscommunication resulted in a number of organizations fail-
ing to take part in the process. This, right or wrong, had the neg-
ative impact of compelling certain collectives to opt out of the ac-
tion. Even so, come May 5, several hundred anarchists converged
and formed a very well organized Bloc.

Still, for a variety of reasons the large number of non-Bloc partic-
ipants failed to materialize, and the militant anarchist contingent
was itself smaller then had been expected. Therefore, all march at-
tendees were effectively merged into the Bloc. And again, given
the relatively low numbers, it has been rumored that the tactical
team toned down the action. Even so, as it got underway, they
stayed in tight formation, behind large banners. The front banner
read “Homes Not Jails” Moving through the Black, working class,
streets of Roxbury, many local residents offered a fist in the air as
a symbol of solidarity. At one point a faction of the Bloc split off
and forced their way into an abandon building. Once inside they
dropped banners from the second floor reading “Evict The Rich For
Change” Bloc members managed to hold the squatted building for
the remainder of the day as a symbolic action bringing attention to
the city’s housing crisis.
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I recently sat down and spoke with Tim Fasnacht, who’s be-
ing held at the York County Prison on charges stemming from a
January 12, 2002 visit by various neo-Nazi groups. He’s serving a
90 day bid for disorderly conduct. Tim’s a member of the Anar-
chist Black Cross Federation (ABCF) and Industrial Workers of the
World IWW). He was the only antifascist to do any real time from
this incident.

J: Why were you in York on 1/12/02 and why do you feel its
important to oppose public fascist rallies like this one?

TIM: I was in York on 1/12/02 to oppose Matt Hale and the World
Church of the Creator, who was speaking at York Public Library.
Having grown up in nearby Lancaster I felt it important to be there
to support the people in York in their opposition to racism/fascism.
I feel its crucial for antifascists to go wherever white supremacists
hold public rallies, whether to physically shut them down or at
least to cause as much disruption or harassment as possible. Fas-
cists should never have a moment’s peace or an inch of free space
to spread their filth. If they go unopposed, it increases their sense
of security and gives them more opportunities to organize and re-
cruit.

J: Tim, from what I’ve read and learned from speaking with you
and others, the charges against you are completely bogus. The cops
basically snatched you out of a group of people during the fighting,
and pinned a case on you. They initially had tried to nail you with
assaulting a police officer. Relate some of your experiences that
day.

TIM: I wouldn’t say my charges were completely bogus. There
was a lot of confusion that day. The pigs accused me of perpetrat-
ing an assault on an officer at a location where I wasn’t present. I
had no knowledge that the assault even occurred until days later.
I was arrested after a Nazi skin from Baltimore, Rick Desper, in
an attempt to escape from the antifascists, drove his truck into a
crowd and struck a comrade from ARA, a cop, and a 12 year old
African American girl. In the ensuing chaos, the girl’s aunt got
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into a verbal, then physical, confrontation with a state pig. I saw
the cop assaulting the woman, choking her from behind. I tried to
pull the pig off of her. I was immediately tackled to the ground and
cuffed. Afterwards, I learned that other militants had tried to inter-
vene and unarrest me. While at the prison, the police approached
me several times, asking why I was arrested. Obviously I said that
I didn’t know. They released me on a disorderly conduct/refusal
to disperse citation. When we went to trial, they brought out a
cop who claimed that I jumped onto his back and beat him about
the head and neck while he was arresting a comrade in a location
where I never was. Ironically, at my hearing and following appeals,
the pigs could never find this person I supposedly “assaulted” to
testify. I appealed to the Superior Court in Harrisburg, but lost. So
after two years of fighting it, I finally had to do the 90 days and pay
$300 in fines.

J: T know that you had a lot of problems with your case and your
lawyers, and that it eventually, through a series of appeals, made
its way to the Pa. Superior court.

TIM: There was some hassle with my lawyers in the fact that
when we lost the appeal last November, I didn’t learn of the deci-
sion until mid-January of this year. My York lawyer received notice,
but assumed my primary lawyer would tell me. For some unknown
reason, the court never notified him. I basically only had a couple
of weeks to prepare before I reported to York County Prison.

J: Do you feel like the state was trying to make an example out
of you?

TIM: I definitely think that the state, York district attorney and
courts wanted to make an example out of us, hitting us with the
maximum jail time and fines. They made it clear from the start that
us “outside agitators” would pay for coming to York and kicking
the fascists’ asses. To them it was an embarrassment, but to the
people of York and anti-fascist, it was a smashing success. Over the
last few years, we’ve been seeing the state making examples by im-
posing stiffer sentences for anti-capitalist and antifascist militants.
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Chapter XX
Boston: Convergence of Struggles
May 5, 2002

Overview

The Convergence of Struggle March (May 5th) took place after
a week of actions and anarchist cultural events termed the Festival
Del Pueblo. The location for the festival was in and around Boston.
Originally purposed by the now defunct Barricada Collective, it
was organized by many individuals and collectives throughout
the Boston area. Coming on the heels of major anti-globalization
protests, and under the shadow of the recent insurrections in Ar-
gentina, May 5th was billed as a potentially heavy day of conflict
against the state. The march hoped to draw attention to poverty,
lack of affordable housing, and the evils of the prison industrial
complex. Initially it was to be divided in two; one section ex-
tremely militant, the other less so. Endorsed by over 50 organiza-
tions and collectives from across the U.S. and Canada, including
many groups with a powerful reputation within Black Bloc circles,
it was thought that it could open a new chapter in anarchist street
protests. And again, the May 5 march was an attempt for anarchists
to break out of the abstract confines of anti-globalization. Here, the
idea was to turn the movement’s attention back solidly to commu-
nity and class based issues which have an obvious and daily impact
upon people’s lives. This plan also had the distinction of being the
first time in the history of the North American Black Bloc where
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storm drains running full

commuter buses no where to go

when the squad cars

roll into the square

dozens on 28 just ain’t fair

shivering on the station floor

i’'m gonna be late for my date

the rain is running down the door
louisville is farther from baltimore then you think
the storm outside is pouring again
baltimore’s finest outside

trying to force their way in

national alliance street thugs

racist lies spread thin

shivering on the station floor

i’'m gonna be late for my date

the rain is running down the door
louisville is father from baltimore then you think
there’s a trampled flag in the gutter

red and black cuts and bruises
inconsequential evidence of state abuses
washed clean with moral absolution
silence is approval

28 reasons to

demand justice now

Look at the cases of Sherman Austin and Rob “Ruckus” Middaugh
in California; Robert Thaxton, Free and Critter in the Northwest.
As the resistance on the streets grows and intensifies, they want
to make sure we know the consequences if we step beyond the
“business as usual” passive protests.

J: Have you received a lot of support from your comrades and
others?

TIM: Yeah, I've received some excellent support from comrades,
both financially and morally. My long time comrades in the IWW,
ABCF, NEFAC, and ARA have really shown what solidarity is all
about. This support has really made this time in prison a lot easier!

J: How has this whole experience been so far at the prison? Has
it been better or worse than what you expected? It must be strange,
going from doing prisoner support to being on the other side of the
bars.

TIM: So far my time here in prison has been relatively “easy.”
After a brief stint in processing, and then the maximum security
block, I got sent to minimum security/work release housing. One
of the perks of county jails is that you can get work release. I got
hooked up with a job in nearby Lancaster, which gets me outside
during the week, and makes the time definitely easier and go a lot
faster. As to the second part of the question, having been involved
in PP/POW support for the last 10 years through my involvement
with ABCEF, it is somewhat ironic that I'm on the other side now,
although being an anarchist, it should never be a surprise when one
lands in prison for resistance to the state and their fascist cohorts.
As Ojore Lutalo has always said: “at some point, you have to honor
your commitment to the struggle with a prison term.

J: What do you feel is the state of antifascism in the U.S. today?
How has it changed since York 1, and what do you feel we should
focus on in 20047

TIM: The state of antifascism today in the U.S., from what I can
see and read, seems to be in somewhat of a down period. I think
after the victory at the Battle of York, its been hard to keep the
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momentum going. People come and go, which is typical for U.S.
activists, so as long as the core militants maintain a presence and
tighten up on their skills, especially in the self defense area, we’ll
be okay for the future. In this post-9/11 repressive environment,
we need to step up our work around defense of immigrants, specif-
ically those being detained indefinitely. York County Prison houses
about 800 ICE detainees right now and is making a lot of money as
a result of this repression. Also, revolutionaries need to expand on
organizing around the state and its security apparatus. Cops and
prison guards are killing and brutalizing more people of color than
any of the WP scum ever will. We need to be more proactive in
addressing these atrocities that go on every single day.

J: Anyone you want to shout out to?

TIM: My sincere Revolutionary Greetings to all those who
stepped up and extended solidarity to me over the last couple of
months. Also, solidarity to all Political Prisoners/POW’s in the U.S.
and worldwide!

J: Tim, thanks for talking with us, and we’ll see you on the other
side in April!

TIM: Venceremos!! [Victory!']
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than allowing these obstacles prevent the show from taking place,
they worked to ensure that the show went on without interference
and that the Baltimore 28 received some money.

As we enter this time of heightened government repression it is
vital that we do not let the coercive forces of the State silence the
voices of dissent. We must not let them prevent us from doing our
work. As seen this weekend in New Jersey, despite the obstacles
the government may place in our paths in hopes of preventing us
from continuing with our work, we can and will succeed.

Poetry for the Baltimore 28
by Anonymous

November 13, 2002
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formed him that the house would be under heavy surveillance dur-
ing the show because they were looking for specific individuals,
and that there was a good chance that everyone attending the con-
cert would be arrested. Along with these standard COINTELPRO
intimidation tactics, the feds also said that they were interested in
the show because they had received a specific death threat against
an ARA member, and that they were going to be present to protect
the show from violence. These are the same excuses the police used
in Philadelphia to surveil and harass a benefit show last winter in
Philadelphia, where that local ARA chapter was holding a benefit
to help those wrongfully arrested in York, Pa.

The landlord went on to tell his tenants that in the future they
were prohibited to have any shows, even though there had never
been any previous problems.

Late Friday afternoon, the show organizers were able to secure
another location for the show. ARA posted people at the house
where the show was scheduled, as well as at a meeting point that
had been established to greet out-of-towners coming in for the
show to redirect people and to deal with police repression.

The show was able to continue, with neither the police or neo-
nazis ever finding out the new show location. Despite this, local
police, no doubt assisted by federal agents, were present at both
the meeting location, a local pizza parlor, and the house in New
Brunswick, watching and taking pictures of innocent activists redi-
recting people to the show.

At the same time the police were trying to shut down the show
other officers were intimidating ARA members. For example, an
undercover officer visited the workplace of one New Jersey ARA
member early last week watching her and a co-worker lock up at
the end of the day.

From workplace harassment to wiretaps, New Jersey ARA mem-
bers have been the target of attempted government repression. Sev-
eral ARA members have been watched, followed, and had their res-
idences bugged within the last couple of weeks. However, rather
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Chapter XVIII

Out With The Rich! Anti-WEF
Protests in NEW YORK CITY
January 31-February 4, 2002

Overview

Under the shadow of confusion and fear following the destruc-
tion of the World Trade Center on September 11th, 2001, many
questioned the popular resolve to resist the onward march of
global capitalism. Many were concerned that the growing U.S. anti-
globalization movement would be set back decades. The period
from 1999 through 2001 saw unprecedented growth in this move-
ment. For the first time since the 1930s, a mass movement was un-
derfoot in the United States which challenged the basic precepts of
capitalism-not just a particular war, or a particular injustice. But
could this movement sustain the blinding calls for national unity
under the leadership of the ruling class? Could this movement re-
sist the public fear that foreign terrorists stirred up? Could it take
a stand against the massive bombardment of nationalist-capitalist
propaganda orchestrated by the elite and made manifest through
their media conglomerations? The holding of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) in New York City (January 31-Febuary 4th, 2002)
would be the first serious test of the movement’s resolve.

The WEF is an international organization funded and composed
of representatives of the wealthiest and most powerful corpora-

267



tions in the world. Their purpose is to influence elected and dic-
tatorial governments, as well as the WTO, in order for their global
agenda to flourish. What is this global agenda? Free trade, cheap la-
bor, and the eradication of basic environmental standards. Implied
by these goals is also the weakening of national governments in
favor of the international plutocracy. Previous to 2002, this orga-
nization met annually in Davos, Switzerland. However, for years
now their meetings in Davos were met with ever increasing, mil-
itant, counter demonstrations. Therefore, their temporary reloca-
tion to the Big Apple was in part an attempt to avoid the growing
protests. Would it work? The 15-25,000 people in the streets would
argue “no.”

Protests were held January 31st through February 4th. On Thurs-
day, January 31st, a cyber attack effectively shutdown the WEF
website for the next ninety-six hours. The main day of anti-WEF
street action took place on Saturday, February 2nd. On that day
thousands marched through the streets in the direction of the Wal-
dorf Astoria, the site of the WEF meetings. The march included
a Black Bloc, numbering around 100. Within the Bloc, a number
of affinity groups were armed with makeshift shields intended to
fend off police attacks. As the protesters proceed, the police (who
were out in force) attacked the crowd without provocation. Some
accounts state that their apparent goal was to separate the large
“Critical Mass” contingent from the larger march. Others contend
that their primary target was the Black Bloc. Either way, these at-
tacks lead to a fight between the Bloc and the pigs. In the face of
police batons and liberally used pepper spray, the Bloc suffered
many arrests, and many anarchist were disarmed. However, they
were able to regroup, quickly forming defensive counter lines. As
the police pushed into the crowd, the Bloc pushed back. While by
no means were the cops routed, the Black was able to hold their
ground, and the march continued undivided.

After weathering more police attacks, arrests, and attempts at
corralling, the protesters reached the secured area round the WEF
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COPS, NEO-NAZIS FAIL TO PREVENT
SUCCESSFUL ANTI-RACIST BENEFIT
CONCERT

By JERSEY ANTI-RACIST ACTION, OCTOBER
18, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

On Friday, October 11, New Jersey Anti-Racist Action (NJ ARA)
successfully held a benefit show for the Baltimore 28, despite
the heavy police harassment, attempted repression and credible
threats from local neo-nazis, the chapter and its supporters faced
during the weeks leading up to the show.

Although some last minute problems arose and the show had to
be moved twenty minutes away from its scheduled location, people
still attended and the Baltimore 28 added over $100 to its legal fund.

Originally, the show was scheduled to take place on October 12,
at a café in Montclair, NJ. On Sunday October 6, the owner of the
cafe was visited by two people who identified themselves as FBI
agents. They told him that they planned on placing undercover
agents at the show and proceeded to question him about the show
and its organizers, as well as his connection to the Baltimore 28 and
NJ ARA. They specifically wanted to know who was a member of
the local ARA chapter and who was the main organizer behind the
benefit show. He informed them that the show had been cancelled
as the headlining band had pulled out.

The show was then rescheduled for Friday, October 11 at a house
in New Brunswick, NJ. Unfortunately, the Feds found out about
this venue as well and contacted the local police department, who
in turn called the landlord of the show space, who coincidentally
is also a New Brunswick police officer.

The landlord notified his tenants that if they proceeded to have
the show they would be evicted. He explained that the FBI in-
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handed the harshest charges, as well as separated out of the group
with a different court date.

Bails ranged from $10,000 to $25,000—all the money for bonds, a
total of nearly $28,000—was raised by Saturday night around 10 pm
to get these people out of jail. When fellow anti-racists returned to
Baltimore from the DC protest—to figure out what they could do to
assist our people on the inside-the police decided to once again tar-
get anti-racist and anarchist community spaces. A group of police
and FBI raided a warehouse, entering without a warrant (thanks to
the USA PATRIOT ACT), searching the space, and collecting flyers,
newspapers, and magazines. Immediately afterwards a progressive
center was surrounded by police and anti-racists inside barricaded
the doors-refusing to talk to police, they began to bombard the me-
dia about the situation-as more and more media began to show
up, the police eventually left. Police followed and pulled over cars
going to certain or leaving from certain places, with out explain-
ing or giving reasons for the stops. Since 7 pm on August 24th,
Saturday—jail solidarity for our fellow anti-racists inside was kept
up- 24 hours a day until they were all released today.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! The $28,000 of bond has left many peo-
ple both those arrested and those anxious to get them out, with no
money, and some people with in the prison lost their jobs for miss-
ing work. The court process is going to be a long one- with travel
and lawyer expenses!

ANY HELP OF ANY KIND IS APPRECIATED!!!

PLEASE CONTACT THE BALTIMORE ANTIRACIST DEFENSE
FUND FOR MORE INFORMATION AT:
bmoreARDF@ziplip.com

The First Court date for the 26 of those arrested is September
26th, 2002, the second court date for the juvenile arrestee is Septem-
ber 30th.

ANTIFASCIST ALWAYS!

SOLIDARITY
THE BALTIMORE ANTI-RACIST DEFENSE FUND
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meetings. Despite having a permit to rally in front of the Astoria
for 8:00 PM, their way was blocked by more then 4000 police as-
signed to the immediate vicinity. The crowd held a final rally where
it stood, then dispersed for the evening. In the coming days addi-
tional protests were held, but nothing approaching the numbers
witnessed on February 2nd. All told, more then 200 people were ar-
rested; many being anarchists. The WEF meetings, unfortunately,
continued as planned.

One of those arrested was anarchist Sherman Austin. Austin,
a resident of Southern California, was initially booked for disor-
derly conduct. Soon after being taken into NYPD custody, the FBI
stepped in and orchestrated additional Federal charges stemming
from an anarchist website the Sherman allegedly ran. This web-
site entailed information on the construction of basic explosives.
Austin was portrayed to the media as a terrorist, and subsequently
jailed.

Was the anti-WEF protests a victory or defeat for the anti-
globalization movement? If judged in comparison to Seattle, A16,
and Quebec, it was a failure. Its numbers were a fraction of pre-
vious demos, and no effective direct actions were carried out. The
meetings were not delayed, let alone shutdown. The Black Bloc, for
its part, seemed unprepared for the police attacks, and seemed to
suffer from indecisiveness. Even so, viewed in correct context, the
fact that more the 10,000 people were brave enough and commit-
ted enough to voice public decent with the ruling powers shortly
after 9-11 is remarkable. Most realistic anarchists and leftists pes-
simistically expected the numbers to be significantly lower then
they turned out to be. These demonstrations in New York City sent
a signal to the movement, and the world that the resistance wit-
nessed in Seattle was not ready to slide back into silence. While
it would take sometime to rebuild where Quebec City left off, the
anti-WEF actions illustrated the resilience of working people in
opposition to their wage slavery.
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Anarchist Mobilization Against The WEF
The Call

When/Where: Saturday, February 2nd, New York City
Assemble at Anti-Capitalist Convergence March
Look for NEFAC Banners/Red & Black Flags

Before the spirit of revolt is sufficiently awakened
in the masses to express itself in violent demonstra-
tions in the streets or by rebellions and uprisings, it is
through direct action that minorities succeed in awak-
ening that feeling of independence and that spirit of
audacity without which no revolution can come to a

head”

—Peter Kropotkin, The Spirit of Revolt (1880)

The Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists (NEFAC)
is calling for a united front of revolutionary anarchists to take to
the streets of New York City on Saturday, February 2nd, as an or-
ganized bloc within the Anti-Capitalist Convergence mobilization.
We invite all revolutionary anarchists to participate fully by bring-
ing their banners, flags, presence, and messages to this march in
order to make it as large and successful as possible.

We will demonstrate to the corporate and ruling elites of the
World Economic Forum that we refuse to let their actions go un-
noticed. We will hold them accountable for their greed, exploita-
tion of working people, their disregard for the environment, and
their plundering of the world’s resources. We are not interested in
discussion or compromise. We are interested only in a complete
eradication of global capitalism. A better future is possible!

SAME NEW WORLD

Not only have the events of September 11th not changed the
fact that we live in a racist class society, they have reinforced the
ability of the US ruling class to further dominate, oppress, exploit
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In solidarity,
The Baltimore Anti-Racist 28 Defense Committee
Silence Is Approval!
Demand Justice Now!

Support The Baltimore 28!
August 28, 2002

On August 24th 2002, Anti-Racists and Anarchist protestors
came together against the march of the neo-Nazi, white power
group, the National Alliance in Washington D.C. In solidarity with
the demonstrations in D.C., protestors in Baltimore went to the
Baltimore Travel Plaza to confront two bus loads of neo-Nazis on
there way to D.C. in the early hours of the morning. Upon the ar-
rival of anti-racists activists, an alleged confrontation broke out
between protestors and neo-Nazis. The alleged confrontation ap-
parently lasted only a few minutes before the protestors departed
and the neo-nazis ran on to their hired buses.

The Result of this alleged melee was the arrest of 27 anti-racists
activists as well as the Anti Racist Action Lawyer, and zero Na-
tional Alliance members. The 27 arrestees and the lawyer were
taken to Baltimore Central Booking and held 16 hours, and 14
hours, respectively, before being informed of their charges. The
lawyer, the first to be released, was charged with failure to obey
a police officer. The rest as of Monday night have all been either
bailed out or released. All 27 face multiple felony charges includ-
ing: 1st degree assault with a deadly weapon, possession of deadly
weapons, inciting a riot, aggravated assault, and participating in
a hate crime. Not only do these anti-racists face multiple felony
charges, but multiple counts of each specific felony charge. One ar-
restee was deprived of her insulin during her entire stay in Central
Booking-despite her becoming ill. The one juvenile arrested was
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$2,500 fine) One count of possession of a deadly weapon with intent
to injure (punishable by up to 3 years in prison and/or a $1,000 fine)
One count of malicious destruction of property valued over $500
(punishable by up to 3 years in prison and/or a $2,500 fine) One
count of disorderly conduct (punishable by up to 60 days in prison
and/or a $500 fine) The twenty-seventh activist, a minor, received
the same charges plus an additional 20 counts of Second Degree
Aggravated Assault. The twenty-eighth activist, a representative of
the National Lawyers Guild, was also arrested while he attempted
to protect the rights of the activists. He was charged with one count
of failing to obey an officer (punishable by up to 60 Days in prison
and/or a $500 fine). The National Alliance claimed to police that
they were confronted by anti-fascists in the morning. If so, they
had been there and left well before the twenty-eight had arrived.
The police decided to round up anyone in the parking lot and are
attempting to pin any real or imagined crimes the National Alliance
racists complained of on these innocent activists. These anti-racist
activists need your assistance as they are facing a combined total of
about 1,177 years of jail time. Please donate to the Baltimore Anti-
Racist 28 Legal Defense Fund. Many thousands of dollars will be
needed by these brave and dedicated activists to fight these bogus
charges. Much thanks to all of the great people who sent money for
bail, but the serious costs will begin now. Every little bit counts.

Please send legal support donations to:
Black Planet Books
1621 Fleet Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21231-2931 USA
Phone: 410.537.5005 E-Mail: antifalegal@hotmail.com.
Personal checks or money orders should be made out to Black
Planet Books.
If sending cash, please conceal it well.
Please note in envelope that your donation is for the Baltimore
Anti-Racist 28 Legal Defense Fund.
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and control not only those of us who live within the borders of the
empire, but also those unfortunate enough to reside in countries
that the US deems to be dangerous.

Additionally, following these tragic events, the Bush administra-
tion was quick to exploit the fear and blind patriotism of the Amer-
ican public in order to push through “fast track” authority to nego-
tiate trade agreements (which will be used to accelerate the expan-
sion of NAFTA to the rest of the Western Hemisphere through the
FTAA, and to promote a new round of trade negotiations through
the WTO). It was argued in Congress that if the president were to
be denied this supreme authority, it would show a lack of support
for his administration in a time of great crisis and thereby “send
a terrible signal to the rest of the world”. Needless to say, the bill
passed. Who says that there are no direct parallels between global-
ization and the current “war on terrorism”?

In the last four months, the class contradictions that exist within
the US have only become clearer, and thus, the reasons to take to
the streets and resist those who benefit from this unjust and au-
thoritarian system have become clearer. The transnational corpo-
rations and financial institutions that line their pockets with the
blood and sweat of the oppressed and exploited of the world are all
clearly identifiable, and, in yet another provocation towards those
who have already suffered so much, some of the most heinous char-
acters of these entities will be meeting from January 31-February
4, at New York City’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, under the banner of
the World Economic Forum.

WHY SMASH THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM?

The World Economic Forum is an exclusive, invite-only organi-
zation composed of political leaders, trade ministers and corporate
CEOs from around the world. Incorporated in 1971, the WEF acts
as a ‘think tank’ and driving force behind the global economy. The
WEF’s summits allow the richest and most powerful corporations
in the world to mingle with trade representatives from nations, and
with each other, to make business deals and determine the global
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political and economic policies. The economic and political elites
who come together at the WEF are neither elected public officials
nor concerned philanthropists looking to aid the poor and disad-
vantaged of the world. They are capitalist scum looking for new
markets to exploit and faster ways to turn a profit, completely un-
accountable to the public.

DISRUPTIVE PROTEST IS ONLY THE BEGINNING...

While a massive presence in the streets of New York City is im-
portant, we are very much aware that disruptive protest is only a
start. Reform of the World Economic Forum is out of the question,
and outright abolition is not enough. We are not petitioning for
the capitalist ruling elites to grant us anything, nor are we vying
for a place at their table. We do not seek a “civil society” where
reforms are politely made through our negotiated submission and
obedience to the system. We refuse to be complicit in our own op-
pression! There can be no mediators in the class struggle. We are in
total opposition to everything that they stand for, and therefore we
must undermine their system in every way possible, by any means
necessary. We will defy their laws and take our struggle into our
own hands.

As revolutionary anarchists, we must be involved in all the strug-
gles of the working class that serve to undermine the power of the
ruling class and further the development of a revolutionary dual
power. The power of struggle from below provides the necessary
seeds for the future anarcho-communist society. A society freed
from the oppression of both class and state, markets and wage sys-
tems; a society where industry is owned and managed by the work-
ers themselves and in the interests of society rather than profit. A
society based on the principles of self-management, direct democ-
racy, decentralization, freedom, mutual aid and socialism.

We are only now beginning to understand the power that we-
the exploited, oppressed, and disinherited of the world-possess in
our collective refusal of the misery of global capitalism. We are
approaching a new dawn, where the ruling classes of the world

272

raised and all activists are now out of jail, but the legal battle is just
beginning.

Later that night...

Baltimore police carried out a raid on a community center, the
activists were using to coordinate jail solidarity, without a warrant.
They confiscated pamphlets, magazines and other literature. Imme-
diately afterward, police surrounded a progressive activist center
and they attempted another warrant-less search. The activists in-
side refused to talk to police and instead called the media. The po-
lice left the scene when the media showed up. Police then followed
and pulled over cars traveling to and from these locations without
providing reasons for the stops. Several people were pulled over at
gunpoint for trying to reach these safe spaces. The Baltimore Police
Department is going forward with their trumped up charges. Once
again the police are protecting violent racists over the interests of
our communities. In addition to funds, the Baltimore Anti-Racist
28 are also in need of legal support. Any legal resources you can
provide will be greatly appreciated and are desperately needed. It
is clear that the charges against the Baltimore Anti-Racist 28 and
the harassment of the Baltimore Anti-Racist community are part of
a larger attempt to silence the voices of committed activists. Due to
the scale of media coverage and the various regions represented by
the defendants, this case is important to everyone continent-wide
who is opposed to racial and other Nazi prejudices. Accurate infor-
mation on the charges and the police tactics and response to anti-
racism must be disseminated. Corporate media accounts are based
on the statements by the police and the National Alliance. Please
spread the true message as far and wide as you can. Flyers, benefits,
teach-ins, demonstrations, etc. are needed to assist the Anti-Racist
28 through their court cases.

The Results:

Twenty-six activists have each been charged with: One count
of rioting (unlimited penalty) Three counts of second degree ag-
gravated assault (punishable by up to 10 years in prison and/or a
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jail solidarity. The message was clear, “state protection for fascists,
state repression for anti-fascists”

<verse>"</verse> As of October 8th, the majority of the Balti-
more Anti-Racist Twenty-Eight defendants have had their cases
dismissed.

Statement from Baltimore 28
August 29, 2002

This is the statement that the Baltimore 28 wrote and would like
distributed far and wide. People are also encouraged to make this
into a double-sided flyer... Please Distribute Widely

Support The Baltimore Anti-Racist 28!

On the morning of August 24, 2002, twenty-eight anti-racist ac-
tivists went to the Baltimore Travel Plaza to protest the neo-Nazi
organization “The National Alliance” Some two hundred racists
were gathering there to meet before caravanning to their march
and rally in Washington, D.C. later that day. As the activists en-
tered the parking lot of the Travel Plaza, it began to storm and
the group was confronted by several police cars. The twenty-eight
attempted to return to their cars when suddenly they were sur-
rounded by dozens of police cars and wagons. Held in the pouring
rain for nearly an hour, they were eventually cuffed and brought
to the Southeast District police station. After hours of shivering
on the floor of a conference room without being charged, they
were transferred to Central Booking and held for almost twenty-
four hours before receiving their papers. When they finally were
allowed to see commissioners, some of the twenty-eight were
released on their own recognizance while others received bail
amounts upwards of $10,000. None of these twenty-eight activists
had committed any crime, nor were they told what they were be-
ing charged with until after they had been interviewed. Bail was
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will be forced to dance to the beat of our drum. We look forward to
the revolutionary upheavals on the horizon that will bring a violent
and abrupt end to the capitalist social order and open a path for an
anarcho-communist future. We stand uncompromisingly for a new
world. We will not fail. The future will be ours.

Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists (NEFAC)
http://flag.blackened.net/nefac
Federation des Communiste Libertaires du Nord-est (NEFAC)
http://www3.sympatico.ca/emile.henry/nefac.htm

When wearing a mask is a revolutionary act
By Chucko0

The Associated Press is reporting today that the New York Police
Department will arrest any group of 3 or more protesters who wear
masks at the upcoming anti-WEF protests. This is part of the city’s
ongoing efforts to eliminate public activism and otherwise render
the city a corporate-sponsored police state. This falls on the heels of
a successful prosecution of anarchists who were arrested wearing
masks at a demonstration last year.

Their crime? Not smashing a window or throwing something
at a cop. Wearing a mask and participating in the long American
tradition of anonymous political speech.

We can talk all we want about tactics used by members of the
anti-capitalist movement, but the NYPD has issued a fundamen-
tal challenge to us. There announcement that they will not permit
anonymous political speech is an insult to all of us, and to the cit-
izens of New York City. If there is anything we can collectively
agree on, it’s that our right have to be asserted, not petitioned from
the state. Either the streets are “our streets” or we live in a fascist
republic. The best way to assert those rights is through nonvio-
lent civil disobedience in the streets, I'd like to issue a call for all
protestors attending the Another World is Possible march on Sat-
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urday to wear masks in solidarity and as a visible example of our
intent to fight for our rights despite new fascist laws like the PA-
TRIOT Act. I've been in touch with the more militant elements in
the movement and I get the impression that there is widespread
agreement about abiding by the guidelines for the AWIP march.
This is to be expected anyway, since the more militant folks prefer
to do their activities away from “green zone” type activities.

This challenge by the NYPD has to be answered by the anti-
globalization movement. At the very least, mass civil disobedience
in defiance of this law will show that we aren’t going to be pushed
around by petty, arbitrary anti-activist laws. The NYPD should be
publicly ashamed of themselves for insulting the long American
tradition of anonymous political speech which started with revo-
lutionaries like Thomas Paine. We need to collectively show the
NYPD and the people of New York that the era of Giuliani fascism
is over. These are our streets and we’ll do what we want on them
in a cooperative, creative, and spirited fashion. All of the state’s se-
curity cameras, snipers, crowd control technology, and brute force
from the “blue bloc” are going to deter us from exercising our fun-
damental human rights.

Wear a mask to protest the rich meeting at the WEF. Wear a
mask in solidarity with the Zapatistas and the billions of people
in the Global South who are harmed by neoliberalism, capitalism,
and the imperial ambitions of the American state. Wear a sports
mask, a muffler, a papier-maché head, or whatever you need to say
“basta” to this petty interference with our rights. Wear black, red,
green, yellow, paisley, plaid, or polka dots.

See you in New York. With a mask on.
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The only time the neo-nazis didn’t have police protection, is the
only time they were decisively attacked. The confrontation at the
Travel Plaza certainly disrupted the NA, caused them to loose a
bus and arrive late. All of the NA’s security culture for meeting
locations was repeatedly, and visibly compromised.

Since that time, cracks have continued to develop in the unity
of the fascist milieu in North America. Bill Roper, deputy member-
ship coordinator of the National Alliance, who had been the driv-
ing force in organizing these demonstrations-was fired from his
position and expelled from the organization. Roper is now calling
for others to follow him in founding a new organization-a move
that may further divide neo-nazis. There have also been a number
of public arguments about the NA suit & tie fascists disrespecting
their bonehead supporters. For now, the Baltimore Hammerskins
are throwing their support behind the National Alliance, not Roper.
After another fiasco in Wakefield, many fascists are also question-
ing the behavior of Matt Hale of the World Church of the Creator,
who led the NA into the disastrous (for them) situation in York.
Gliebe, the new “CEO” of the NA, seems to be distancing himself
from public protest and illegal action, while Roper might lack the
support to continue his public demonstrations. One thing is certain,
continual opposition to fascist gatherings by anti-fascists, does lit-
tle to bolster the morale of fascists, and much to discourage them.

Most of the problems for anti-fascists have come, not from the
fascists, but from the state. The state protected the fascists for the
entire day. The government protected the fascist meeting points
in Baltimore, escorted them through D.C., and guarded their racist
concert. The state provided an active duty National Guard Armory
for the concert, despite public outcry against it. The state went be-
yond merely protecting fascists, to actively repressing anti-fascists
by arresting counter-demonstrators, and framing them. The police
continued to harass anti-fascists by raiding their meeting locations,
and attempting to disrupt their media work, counter-protests and
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The defense committee began raising bail. With such high bails,
however, a bondsman had to be used, which still meant raising a
thousand dollars for each prisoner bonded. The solidarity picket
was maintained continuously until everyone was released by Mon-
day morning. One example of the continuing patriarchy of the state
is that women prisoners could not released at night, even if their
bail had been posted-though men could be release at any time.

The trouble for the “Parking Lot Twenty-Eight,” as they called
themselves on the inside, didn’t stop there. Most of their names,
descriptions, ages, addresses and phone numbers found their way
from the police-into the hands of fascists, who gleefully publicized
that information as on their websites and email lists, along with
several violent threats. Not only information from the defendants,
but also information for many anarchist and activist spaces in Bal-
timore and Philadelphia were distributed. Then, the hang up calls
started. Later, anti-fascists at their home in New Jersey found Na-
tional Alliance stickers on their door and literature in their mail-
box. In Pittsburgh, the fascists were bolder, three of them showed
up to the home of one of the defendants armed with a baseball bat
and knives. However, they were confronted by three unarmed anti-
fascists-the fascists didn’t go beyond talking. Eventually the police
arrived and sent the fascists home. So far, none of the defendants
in Baltimore have had any trouble from fascists.

Was the march by the NA a victory? Was it a victory for the anti-
fascists? It seems inconclusive. Unlike May 11th, anti-fascists were
considerably better organized. There were more counter protesters
at the demonstration, which have been slowly increasing in diver-
sity. While it didn’t achieve the spontaneous popular participation
that made York and Wakefield interesting, there was more poten-
tial for that when the Nazis venture out of such a secure “official”
venues as Capitol Hill, and into the neighborhoods. The events of
around the NA march were the lead story on all local television
stations as well as CNN and many newspapers, many with stories
sympathetic towards the anti-fascists.
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Chapter XIX

Anti-Fascism in DC and The
Baltimore 28

April 24, 2002

Overveiw
In The Streets of Washington DC

April 24th, 2002 witnessed the largest fascist demonstration in
the recent history of the U.S. Capital. 400 neo-Nazis took to the
streets, calling for Americans to embrace an overtly anti-Semitic
world view. The march was organized by the National Alliance.
While 400 Nazis may give folks a moment of pause, one should
take pride in the fact that the best they can manage to do is well
under 1000. Never forget that us on the left have consistently mobi-
lized 100,000s in order to resist globalization, the war in Iraq, and
the neo-conservative programs of the current ruling clique. And
again, were the Nazis managed 400, we turned out 500 militants
in order to remind them whose streets they marched through. Of
those 500, one hundred were organized into a Black Bloc.

In the Capital, the Bloc initially focused their attention on a park-
ing garage where the fascists were to assemble. Despite a massive
police presence, counter-demonstrators were able to effectively
take over one entrance to the garage, and therefore succeeded in
turning away a number of Nazis who sought to meet up with their
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fellow scum. In time, the cops redeployed their forces and regained
control of the entrance, allowing the fascists to assemble.

Under heavy police guard, the Nazis eventually left their con-
crete enclave, and marched towards the Israeli Embassy. Counter
demonstrators from numerous organizations including the Arab
Anti-Nazi Bloc, the Progressive Labor Party, Left Turn, the Interna-
tional Socialist Organization, Anti-Racist Action, and NEFAC shad-
owed their every move. Out numbered, the fascists were no doubt
happy to be flanked by hundreds of riot police. On a number of oc-
casions the Bloc attempted to break through police lines in order to
decisively deal with their advisories. At one point police barricades
were overturned, and the crowd nearly reached the enemy. Unfor-
tunately the cops were able to reassert their lines, and maintained
the forced separation.

The militant presence of the counter demonstrators compelled
the Nazis to relinquish their street presence one hour before their
official protest permit was up. As the crowd began to disperse, a
number of isolated fascists, were roughed up by members of the
Bloc. Two Black Blocers were arrested. Our side reported no in-
juries.

Meanwhile in Baltimore...

Earlier in that morning a more serious confrontation took place
at a fascist meeting place in Baltimore. Through certain intelligence
channels, it was learned that the enemy would be concentrating at
a Baltimore ‘park and ride’ before converging on DC. There, two
dozen black clad militants arrived in time to witness a bus full of
boneheads. With no police visibly in the area, the bus was imme-
diately attacked. The windows were smashed out, the tires were
slashed, and the passengers were prayed with pepper spray. The
few boneheads who dared exit the vehicle were severely beat. The
attack began and ended in a matter of minutes. The bus in question
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of the Baltimore Independent Media Center. As they gathered at
the building, police began to arrive there as well. All of the anti-
fascists entered the PAC and locked the door. A police chopper was
overhead, along with marked and unmarked police cars. Eventually
the police came to the door demanding entry. Lacking a warrant,
they were denied. The PAC is an old public library in the residential
neighborhood, and a day care center is in it’s basement. Perhaps it
was the more public nature of the location, with curious neighbors
looking on from their porches, that deterred the police from con-
ducting another raid. While some anti-fascists worked the phones
and the internet to expose the hate core show, others negotiated
outside with the police. From the roof, a banner was dropped read-
ing “Anti-Racists Under Siege” When the corporate television me-
dia arrived on the scene, the police withdrew. After an exclusive
interview with television news, the anti-fascists left the PAC for
yet another location to plan jail solidarity for the arrested.

There were anti-fascists who made it to the National Guard
Armory. Some conducted surveillance, others quickly organized
a small protest. According to neighborhood residents, police had
been training outside the Armory for days, for exactly what they
were doing that day-guarding the neo-nazis. Over thirty police ve-
hicles, including a helicopter, and a large group of riot police pro-
tected the Nazi show. The police set up a road blocks in the vicinity
of the Armory, using them as checkpoints for identifying and in-
terrogating drivers. Unlike D.C., the National Guard Armory is in
the center of several residential neighborhoods, about fifty neigh-
bors came out to see the commotion and spontaneously joined the
counter-demonstration against the neo-nazis. There were no con-
frontations at the concert, and no arrests.

Though there was some mild harassment by police of the pick-
eters outside the jail solidarity vigil in Baltimore for the Twenty-
Eight arrested that morning, there was far more support-ranging
from the recently released and their visitors, neighbors, passing
motorists, and even cops who would honk their horns in support.
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The counter-demonstrators followed the Nazis along their en-
tire route. By the reflecting pool, counter demonstrators tore down
some barricades to get closer to the fascists, but were effectively
kept separated from the fascists who were “sieg heiling” on Capi-
tol Hill. At one point, the NA demonstration lost cohesion as bone-
heads slipped the leash of their suit & tie masters to be so “brave”
as to shout insults at anti-fascists behind a fence, a wall, and a small
army of riot police. The NA left Capitol Hill, forty minutes before
the permit was set to expire. While counter-demonstrators dogged
the NA march back from the Capitol, there was little confrontation
as the sheer number of police left little opportunity. There were a
few scuffles with Nazis departing the area in personal automobiles.
There were only two arrests of counter demonstrators for disor-
derly conduct in D.C.

The NA headed north, returning to Baltimore. The most suc-
cessful technique for the NA for increasing participation at public
demonstrations, has been by combining them with hate core music
shows at a venue near to the protest. In exchange for going to the
demonstration, the suits bribe the boneheads with a racist concert.
The venue was discovered by anti-fascists, who followed the Nazis
back to Baltimore.

Several anti-fascist groups met in a show space in Baltimore, the
Bloodshed. Discussion ranged from jail solidarity for those already
arrested, to plans to counter the concert. Police presence in the
neighborhood was unusually large, and the anti-fascists decided
to change location. Shortly after they left, the building was raided
by police conducting a warrant-less search. There were no arrests.
There were several reports that throughout the evening after the
protest in D.C., that anti-fascists in the Baltimore area were pulled
over by the police and questioned, some at gun point.

The remaining anti-fascists had decided that the best course of
action was to expose the controversial location of the Nazi concert-
an active duty National Guard Armory in White Marsh, Maryland.
To do so, they went to the Progressive Action Center (PAC), home
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was utterly immobilized, and was unable to continue on to DC. The
black clad attackers, suffering no arrests or injuries, quickly disap-
peared back into wherever they came.

Shortly thereafter, another 28 black clad anti-fascists arrived on
the scene. By this time the cops were present in significant num-
bers. Although many have speculated that these 28 intended on
converging simultaneously with the previous attackers, these folk
had nothing directly to do with the previous actions. Never the
less, they were quickly surrounded, and arrested by the police. The
cops and the courts attempted to hold them responsible for the
attack, and initially charged them with numerous felony and mis-
demeanor charges; charges that represented a combined potential
for 1177 years in prison. Bails were set excessively high (many be-
tween $10,000 to $25,000). Even so, after only 24 hours, friends and
allies were able to secure the bail, and the prisoners were released.

In the end, the DC and Baltimore actions blackened the eye of the
white supremacists. Their best efforts at mobilizing still resulted in
them being out numbered and out muscled by the left. And again,
Black Bloc anarchists demonstrated that the streets are still the do-
main of the people-not the stomping grounds for the fringe ele-
ment of the far right. Tactically the combined actions of the day
demonstrated an advance for the Black Bloc. It showed that the
Bloc is capable of ascertaining, distilling, and acting on intelligence
information. April 24th witnessed the Bloc effectively dividing its
forces between two cities-hitting the enemy at a week point, while
challenging the enemy where it was strongest. And again, the at-
tack in Baltimore directly resulted in the fascists’ primary forces
being thinned in the Capital. Statistically, the Bloc suffered 28 ar-
rests in the process of demobilizing 70 of the enemy. Given the
overall numbers, this must be viewed as a tactical victory.

<verbose>"</verbose> As of print, none of the Baltimore attack-
ers have been apprehended, and those wrongly charged with the
action have all had their cases dismissed.
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THEY WILLNOT PASS! SHUT DOWN THE NEO-NAZISIN D.C.
AUGUST 24!

Smash the National Alliance’s racist rally and concert!

On August 24th, the National Alliance is planning “Rock Against
Israel”: a demonstration of white supremacist Hitler-fetishists
protesting against the white supremacist U.S. government’s sup-
port of white supremacist religious nuts in Israel. (Confused yet?)
They plan to rally at the Capitol building from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm,
and then meet for dinner and a white power concert in the evening.

The National Alliance, probably the most organized and sophis-
ticated white-power group in North America today, is calling for
what they claim will be ‘the largest gathering of white nationalists
at the U.S. Capitol in history. Obviously that’s not true. Congress
has a few more people in it than the National Alliance can pull out
and they’ve been meeting there for more than a hundred years. But
August 24th will probably see the largest gathering of organized,
self-confessed white supremacists since the mass Klan marches of
the twenties.

While any time recently the Nazis have tried to organize pub-
licly in angry working-class towns, they have been shut down and
chased out, so far they’ve been given a free pass in DC. Over the
past year they’ve held three rallies at the Israeli embassy and two
at the German embassy. Their last rally had over 200 people with
little to no organized opposition. This has to stop. August 24th will
be a turning point.

We are commiitted to planning a strong, militant, and well coor-
dinated response to the fools this time around. We’re tired of seeing
fascist movements keep growing because many don’t take fascism
and the possibility of its emergence seriously. Sure they’re a long
way from taking over the country, but three hundred boneheads
coming out to demonstrations, building bombs, dreaming about
gas chambers and ethnic cleansing, is three hundred too many. Dif-
ferent fascist groups are now strategically orienting their rhetoric
towards some of the struggles the left and revolutionary forces
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phones led the chants of “Death to the Klan.” Perhaps five hundred
anti-fascist demonstrators were there, six times as many as were
at the May 11th demonstration. While this was a real improve-
ment in the size of counter-demonstrations in DC over the past
two years, it was only as large as similar counter demonstrations
in York (Pennsylvania), Richmond (Virginia), and Wakefield (Mas-
sachusetts). Most of the demonstrators were part of leftist groups
like Left Turn, International Socialist Organization (ISO), and Anti-
Capitalist Convergence (ACC). The lack of spontaneous partici-
pation by locals was disappointing-in many smaller towns, there
typically is larger participation from unaffiliated locals, as well as
more participation from liberals groups like the NAACP, or church
groups.

One group needs particular mention, the Arab Anti-Nazi Bloc
that was formed by Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims. The NA was
attempting to hijack the cause of Palestinian liberation through
their “Tax Payers Against Terrorism” and turn anti-Israel senti-
ment, to anti-Semitism, even boasting that there would be Arabs
in attendance supporting them. There were none who came to sup-
port the NA, but many who came out to oppose them. Organized
by participants in the Committee in Solidarity with the People of
Palestine (CSPP) and Stop U. S. Tax Aid to Israel Now (SUSTAIN),
their message was opposition to both Israel’s treatment of Pales-
tinians, and opposition to anti-Semitism.

The NA was able to assemble about four hundred fascists, even
with one bus disabled in Baltimore-however they were also an hour
late. The RAFB had deployed too early to actually block the buses of
the fascists. Typically, the NA march was exclusively white, over-
whelmingly male, and mostly boneheads and some older suit & tie
fascists. The entire time, they were guarded by police who kept
the counter-demonstrators away. Whenever small groups or indi-
vidual Nazis left police protection, they