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.BAKUNIN'S WRITINGS 

FORWARD. 

Herewith is a collection of.essays by Miohael Bakunin. 
For the translations I am indebted to my· comrade James 
Ha.insy, who still lives in Glasgow, and remains a. Joyal 
disoiple of Proudhon, the pioneer of Anarchist thought, 
''Craetinus", whioh was the nom.de-pl11me of Silvioo Coris, 
the famous friend of Mala.lesta., and a refug~ long 
aetUed in London, whom I met some time back on a 

• 
visit to London, and found him as fearl888 and as 
futrepid as ever, despite his years, Karl Laber, a. famous 
German refugee and one of the ma.in oharaotera in l>ook
eellera London, still living his heretio life in the midst of 
Bohemian London; and Fred Cohen, now lost in South 
.Afrioa., and probal>ly retired from all aotivity. 

"The workers and The Sphinx" is an address delivered 
by Bakunin in 1867, under the title of ''The Inter· 
national." This speech naturally fa.Ila in.to two sections. 
The second portion is eniitled in this oolleotion, "Solidarity . 
in Liberty" . 

"The policy of the Council" was publiabed in "Egalite" 
in 1869. Bakunin stresses the neceesity of membership 
of the Firat International To Bakunin, of course, the 
First International was jWJt The International. Since 
Bakunin pioneered ,the idea of Council organiaa.tion: l have 
1111l»titut.ed. the word "Council" for "International", and 

• 
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have in.~e one.or two ,Jiglit '\?~&&.\ a.l~~tio.na oonsfstent 
with th~ aht.nge: Thb · l!;say · r8Dia.ini" ~unin's in 
thought and style, except for the "Council" substitution. 
Conditions make this change imperative and enhance the 
utility of the esaay,. To-day . ~· ·is no International. 
No International is possible until Social 'Revolution be· 
oomes a household word in every country. That means 
a Renaissance in Brita.in, a New Brita.in, with ·· groupings 
for freedom and struggle and rebirth throughout t~e 

· country. In order that this alight a.nd useful change ma.y 
not do Bakunin an injustice, the "lnternationa.l" is preser
ved and no alteration made in "the policy of the lnter

"natioul". 

F<w- f 1the Red ASeooiation" I have substitut~d "Co~oil 
4f .AetionP fQr "mteriiat.ional;', ail'd a.Jso "world" for 

•" 

"Europe'', where-ever Ba.Jtunin speaks of the organiaa.tion 
and struggle of the workers against Capita.L 

"The. Class War'', written in 1870, requires a word- of 
explanatio11~ to the present render. .In Februliry, 1848, 
the workers of Paris. declared for a "Social ~public". In 
June, 1848, the bourgeois Republicans took State power 
and &SSa.esinated the workers' movement. Louis Bona
partist coup d'etat of December, 1851, when the bourgeois 
'Republieans were persecuted a.nd exiled, wa.s a na.t.ura.l 
consequence of the parliamentary debacle of June, 1848. 
Marx has treated the matter a.bly in his 18th Brumairc. 
Ba.kunin treats the matter from the same angle as Man, 
and shows, as does Marx, that parlia.mentarism ends in 
Empire. Fascism is the logic of parlia.mentarisin, the last 
word of the Joint Stock Republic. 

. Hitlel'ism·ia. foreshado'9'ed in Bakunin's "German Crisis", 
exfir~ &pm bis ''Letters to a Frenclt;man" written at 
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Loca.mo September 3rd. to 9th:, 1870. He attacks the 
program adopted by the Germa.n L&bour Unions at Nurem· 
berg 1868, and readopted at Eisenaoh on August 7th, 
1870. The third article of the Nuremberg program, and 
the fourth of the El$enach, declared that political liberty 
waa the indispensable preliminary condition to the econo
mical liberation of the la.bouring cla.sees." Ba.k.unin saw 
in this item the inevitabl&- reformist betrayal of the · 
workers through politics. Time has justified his oonclu· 

• 
810D. 

"The Commune, the Church and . the State" is taken 
from the ••Paris Com.mune an.d the State Ide&" published 
in 1871. Bakunin dooe not differ from Marx's analysis of 
the Commune. Both were upholders of the Commune. 
Bakunin ie jealous that the heroism of the oommunaroa· 
sh~uld be respected and he is against the dictatorship idea. 
He saw the English and American socia.lists retreating to 
parlia.menta.ry reformism while loudly adopting the author
itarian communist ideas of the Germa.n school • .. Hi!J indig
nation caused him, on one occasion, to declare tha.t he 
was not a. communist. Actually he believed that the 
dicta.torehip spelt the defeat of communism. This eeaay; 
eulogising the libertarian, federal, ideas of Proudhon, will 
repay study. It is critical, practical and useful. 

. "God or La.hour·• is ta.ken ftom ~akunin's preface 
to his pamphlet refuting Ma.z-zini'e theistic idealism, pub
lished in 1871. After over sixty yea.rs the vibrating auda
city of Bakunin's thoughts, their penetra.tiqg inwa.rdn• 
and their generosity are as a.live as ever. 

, 
The last work to be included is "God and the State". 

Noted for the singular vigour of it's logio this eua.y be· 

' • 
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loiigs to the second part of "The Knoutogerman Empire". 
I.t is OnJY a fragment, part of an ambitious pieoe of work, 
interrup.ted by the author's journey to Jura during the 
~losing days of ~he Paris Commune. Bakunin intended 
to charge tho marxists with having ta.ken as a basis of 
of tbejr materialistic conception of history a principle 
which is eminently true from a relative point of view and 
reduoed it to a Sophism. They made it entirely false by 
treating it as an absolute abstraet principle. He never 
completed this work. "My life itself is a fr.agment," was 
his ex0ll86 for not completing his writings. 

Thia apology is r.eca.lled by C&rlo Ce.fi.ero · and Elisee 
:Reotus in their'J)tefa.oe to the first French edition publish
ed-at Geneva.in 1882. "Composed in the same manner 
as most of Ba.kunin's other writings, it has the sa.me 
literary fault, lack of proportion," is their very just oom· 
ment. 

Ca.fiere and Reolus altered ihe text slightly iri order ·to 
make Bakunin's French look more smooth amd literary. 
Their oopyist often misread his handwriting. 

Benjamin R. Tucker. translated from their edition, 
which became the basis of the English version down to 
1910. M. Nettlau, embodying Tuker'e rendering to the 
fullest poSsible extent; compared it with the text of the 
original manuscript of Bakunin and a.mended wherever 
~- Nettla.li in.eluded also the variant, whillh 
puuled the editor of the 1882 edition, and is included 
here under the "critical Addenda. (b}." 

~ . 

1 i:iund that "God arid the State," despite ib8 power
ful d•maiion, · made tireso.me reading because of 
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Bakunin's· love of ti!peating the same words, phrases,. and 
• 

almoet whole paragraphs over and over again. After 
careful consideration, I determined to remedy partly this 
defect by editing the.writing, and deleting some of this 
repetition. I regard a man's work from the standpoint of 
its utility, not its aa.nctity. I cannot see the sense of 
"choking" the reader off thinking by tiring him from sheer 
love of putting th~ same thing down a dozen time because 
tliat was .Bakunin's unfortunate way, especially when it 
represented not a deliberate style, but a pure oarelessnes11 
of execution . As little dele.tion as possible has been made, 
almost all Bakunin's phrases have been saved, and no . . 
single thought has been omitted. 

I have left out as unnecessary the paragraph in which 
Bakunin develops his hatred of Germany and eulogy of 
Italy. The Latin spirit of Mussolini and the German spirit 
of Hitler meet in a common enmity to the commonweal of 
mankind. Stars (esterios) in the text indicate that 
Bakunin's manuscript was miesing. 

The opinion, I entertain, that Bakunin's work is not 
really opposed to Marx's is too w.ell known to need repeti
tion. In his point of difference with Marxism my sympa
thies are with Bakunin. As pioneers, Ma.rx and Bakunin 
served, with unequal distinction but with equal abandon,. 
the cause wo Communists have at heart. H we are to be 
told that Stalinism 'is the logia of Manism then my stand 
is· with Bakunin against the monster. Does this stand for 
Stalin. It is not clear. He pioneered Sovietism, but de
clared tha.t the establuhment of revolutiona.ry terror waa 
opposed to revolutionary progress. 

. . 
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" The guill0tirie, " he cries, " has never killed reaction, 
'i!ut only given it a. new lease of life. The Reiolution i8 
neither vindictive nor blood-thirsty. It demands only the 
internment· of its enemies as a. simple measure of pree&U· 
tion. " · 

"We oa.ru~ot admit," he says a.gain, " even as a. revolu. 
tionary transition, a. so-called revolutionary diota.torship, 
beoa.use when the revolution becomes ooncentra.ted . in the 
hands of some individuals it beoomesinevita.bly _and imme
diately re&b~ion. " 

Gla8gow Nooember 24, 194_7. Guy A. AJdced 
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WHERE I ST AND 

. 

.. 

By 
Michael Bakunin 

' 

I AM a passionate seeker after truth ( and no less embit-
. tered enemy of evil doing fictions ) which the parly of 
~. this !)ffioial, privileged. a.nd interes~ repreaente;ti~ 
of aB· the pe.st and present religions, meta.physical, political, 
juridical and 11social'• atrociousness claim to employ even 
to-day only to make' the world stupid and enslave it. I 
am a fanatical lover of truth and freedom which I consider 
the o~ly surroundings in which intelligence, oonsciousnesa ' 
and happiness develop and increase. 

I do not. mean the completely fprmal freedom which 
the State imposes, judges and regulates, this eternal lie 
which in reality consists always of the privileges of a 
few based upon the slavery of all-not even the individua
lists, egotistical, narrow and fictitious freedom which the 
school of J. J. Rousseau and all other system of property 
moralists, middle class bourgeoi.sism and liberalism recom
mend-a.ocording to which the soea.lled rights of individuala 
which the State "represents" has the limit in the right of 
all, whereby the rights of every individual &re necessarily, 
always reduced to nil. No, I consider only that as free
dom worthy and real as its name should imply, which 
oonei.ete. in the complete development of all . material, 
intellectual a.nd spiritual powers which are in a potential 
state in everyone, the freedom which knows no other 
limits than t.hose presoribed by the laws of our own nature, 

• 
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110 that th~re ·be really no limits-for these laws are not 
enforced ui>on us by external legislators who· are around 
and ov.er ns, these la.we are innate in us, clinging to us 
and form the real basis of our material, intellectual and 
moral being; instead of therefore seeing in them a. limita
tion, we must look upon them ae the real condition a.nd 
the actual cause of our freedom. 

l:Jncoµdid.onal Freedom 

I mean that fr.eedom of tho. individual which, :inatead . .. .. . . . . . . 
o,~ 11~9p~jng fat. f~om . the. freedom of others as ~oFe a 
frontier, sees on the contrary the cementing and the 
expaIU!ion into the infinity of its own free will, the un.. 
limited /~ of the individual through the. frwlom of all; 
freedom through solidarity, freedom in equality; the free
dom which triumphs over brute force and over the 
principle of authoritarianism, the ideal expression of that 
force which, a.fger the d~trnction of an terrestrial and 
hea'Venly idols, will find and ·organize a new world of un
divided mankind upon the ruins of all churches and Sta.tea. 

I am a convinced partisan of ec.onomic and aocial 
equality, for I know that outside this equa.li~y. freedom, 
justice, human dignity and moral and spiritual well- being· 
of mankind and the prosperity of nations o.nd indiv.i<luals 
will always remain a lie only. But as an unconditional 
pa.rtisan of freedom, this first condition of humanity, 
I believe the equality must be established through the 
spontaneo1J8 organization of voluntary coopera.tion oi 
work heely organized, and into oommunes federated, by 
prodttetive aesobia.tions and through the equ.Uy spontane
ou federation -<>f ootnmunes-flOC· '11.roog!. 4M by aupreme 
N ~ing dlm o/ '11.e StaU . 

• 
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Thia point separatiefl above all others the rev.olutiona17 
eocialiste or collectivists from the authoritarian ••oom· 
munists", the a.dberents of the absolute initiative and 
neoeeaity of and by the State. The oommuniste imagine 
that oondition of freedom and socialism (i.e., the ad.mini· 
stration of the society's affairs by the self-government 
of the societ;y itself without the medium and preasnre of 
~e State) can be achieved by the development and 
organization of the political power of the working olasa, 
chiefly of the proletariat of the towns with the help of 
bourgeois radicalism, while the revolutionary (who are 
otherwise; knon as libertarian) sooial}ste, eneniiee of every . . 
double-edged alli"es and alliance believe, on th& very oon~ 

trary that the aim can be realised and materialized oilly 
through tlie development and organization not of the poli
tical but of the social and economic, and therefore anti. 
political forces of the working masses of the town and 
country, including all well disposed people of the upper 
olaSses who are ready to break away from their past 
and join them openly and acoept their programme 
unconditionally. 

Two Methods 

From the di:fferenoe named, there a.rise two different 
methods. The "Communists" pretend to organize the 
working classes in order to "capture the political power 
of the State". The revolutionary socialists organize 
people with the object of the liquidation of the States 
altogether whatever be their form. · The first are the 
partisans of authoritiveness in theory and practice, the 
eooialists have confidence only in freedom to de-velop the 
initiative of peoples in order to liberate themselves. 
The communist authoritarians wish to force clae8 "science" 

.• 
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tq>On •othen, the sooiaJ libertarians propaga.te emporiole 
aal&Uce amOng-'them so that huma.n groupit and aggregation~ 
fnfued . 'With oonviotion in and understanding of it; 
spd~taneou·sty, freely and voluntarily, from bottom up 
w&rda, organize themselves by their own motion and in 
the mea.aure of their strength-not a.ocording to a plan 
U:etched out in ad va.noe and diota.ted. .to them, p. plan 
whioh is attempt~d to be imposed by a. few "highly intelli. 
gent, ~oriest and 11.ll that" upon the so-oa.Ued ignorant 
mwes· from above. 
. . . I 
., . TbQ: _rey.9.)#ti~n·ary sooia.l lib.erta.ria.ns think t~at there, 
~~e~f .Ai~f~, .Pr~tioal teasl)n .~nd ol)mtnl?n "s!)~e in th~ 
~pil'iitio~@ld the ~al needs of the people than in the 

· '.'dtM!P" in~lligenoe of all t4e learned men and tutors of 
mankiQ.d who want to add to the many disastrous 
at.tempts "to make . humanity happy" a. still newer 
a.t~~pt. We a.re on the oontrary of the oonviotiQn that 
h~~ind 4a.s allowed itself too long enoµ.gn to b~ 
go'V'emed. and legislated for and that the origin of ita 
m.iaery .is not to be looked for in this or that form of 
government and man-established· State; but in the very 
nature and existenoe of every . ruling leadership, of 
whatever kind and in whatever na.me this may be. '£he 
best friends of the ignorant people are those who free 
them from the thraldom of leadership and let people 
&lone to work among themselves with one another on 
the ba.ais of equal comradeship. 



ESSA vs· OF BAKUNIN 
. . 

THE POIJCY OF TilE COUNCIL. 
(1869) 

I 

The Co11noil of Aotion.does not ask any worker if he 
i.e of a religious o~ atheistic turn of mind, She d0e1 not 
aak if he belongs to this or that or no politio11ol party. 
·~he simply ·aa).'8: Are yo~ & WOr~r f · If'. not, d;«>:.f,PU ~ 
the nooe88ity o'f ~evotmg yQui,sOlt wholly. to the .. ~n~ieate· 
of the wor)t~ olaes, ~. Qf avoiding ~ 1u9v~~t1 th~ 
are oppos'ed to it.1 ~.y9u· feel at one with .the ~ra t 
And have· y?u the strength· in you that is requ$it.e·1f ,you 
would be loyal to their cauaet Are yo11 aware that ..,.the 

·workers-who create all wealth, who have m&de civili4a.
tion a.nd fought for liberty-are doomed to live in misJry, 
ignorance, and Jlav~fY! . Do you upd.eratand that the 
main root of all the eyila that ~e workers e~rience., is 
poverty1 And that poverty_:which is . the common lot 
of the workers in all parts of the world-is a consequence 
of the present economic organisation of society, and 
especially of the enslavement of labour-i. e. the prole· 
tariat-under the yoke of capitalism -i.e. the bourgeoisie. 

Do you know that between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie there exists a deadly antagonism which is 
the logical oomequenoe of the economic . poaitione of the 

I 

two clusee~ Do you know that the wealth of the bour-
geoisie is incompatible with the comfort and lib6rty of 
the workers, because their excessive wealth ie, and can 
only be, built. upon the robbing · and enlllavemen:t of the 

· workers~ Do you understand' ~at, for the same ·rea.aon. 
1 



the iJln>,~\ity. ~ dignity of the .J&bouring .m~ in· 
eVi(a,lY~·df~~da the entire a\>Dlition of the bourgeoisie! 
Do you realise that no single worker, however intelligent 
a.nd energetic he may be, can fight successfully against the 
excellently o.rganised forces of the bourgeoisi&-a force 
which is upheld mainly by t~e organisation ~f the State
all Sta.test 

Do you not see tha.t, in order to become :a powe~', you 
must uD.ite-not with the bourgeoisi~ which wouJd be 
!' f.olly and a crime, since all the bourgeoisie, so far 811 
1hi!y bd'ong to th~r class, ar.e our deadly ene~es?-N9,r . . 
'With such workers as have deserted their own cause and 

• • • - • ! • • ,. • ~ 

lia'Ve low~~ tliemii~lv~s to beg ."for· the be:µevolence of 
tne gbvemmg CJ.ails! Bu~· with the ·honest men, Who are 
mo.;ying, in adl sincerity, towards the same ·goal as you~ 
Do you understand that, against the powerful combina
tions formed by the privileged claaees, the capitalists or 
possessors of the means and instruments of productiop 
and distribution, the divided or sectatian associations . . 
of labour, can ever triumph? Do you n(>t realise that, 
in order to fight and to vanquish this capitalist combina
tion, nothing less than the a.ma.lga.mation1 in council and 
action, of all local, and national labour associa.tione
federating into an international assooia.tion of the workers 
of a.11 la.nds,-is required. 

If you know and comprehend all this, come into our 
ca.mp whatever else your political or religious convictions 

· are. But if you are at one with us, and so long a.a you 
~re at one with u~ yo~ will wish to pledge the whol~ of 

. your being, by your every action- as well as by yoW' word1, 
.to th,e COD!.lDOP ca.use~ as a. spontaneous M\d whole-h~~ 
·~1"4''8t9~ of th9,t {ervoul' of· loyalty that will i~~a.blf 



Mike poeeeaaiod of you. You will have to promise: 

(1) To subordinate yo11r persona.I and even yo11r 
· family interest, aa well as polidcal and religious 
bias and would be activides, to the highest 
interest of our association, namely the struggle of 
labour against Capital, the economic fight of tbe 
Proletariat against the Bourgevisie. 

(2) Never, in your personal interests, t.o compromise 
with the bourgeoisie. 

(3) Never to attempt to secure a position abo,Ve your 
fellow workers, whereby you would become at. 
once a 'bourgeois ,and an enemy of-the proletariat; 
for t~e only difference between capitalists a.nd 
workers is this: the former seek their welfare out.. • 
side, and at the expense of, the welfare of · the 
community whilst the welfare of the latter is 
<\ependent on the solidarity of those who are 
robbed on the industrial fie\d. 

(4) To remain ever and always to this principle of 
the solidarity of labour: for the stna.llest betrayal 
of this prinoir le, the slightest deviation from this . 
solidarity, is, in the eyes of the International, the 
greatest crime and shame with which a worker 
can soil himself. 

II 

The poineers of the Councils of Action a.ct wisely 
in refusing to make philosophic or political principles the 
ba8is of their association, and pref erring to have the 
exclusively economic struggle of Labour a.gairuit biwpit&l· 
as the 'BOie founda.tlori. . They a.re oonvlliced . that . the. 
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moment a worker l'68J.ises the . class struggle, the moment 
· he-trusting to his right and the numerical etrengt,h of 

htS claaa-enters the arena against capita.list robbery: that 
very momen~, the for oe of oircumatancee and the evolu. 
tion o.f the struggle , will oblige him to recognise all the 
political, socialistic, and philosophic principles of the 
ola.ss-struggle. The se principles a.re nothing more or less · 
tha.n the real expression of the aims and objects of the 
wOrkiog-claaa. The neoessa.ry and inefitable conclusion 
of these aims, their one underlying and ·supreme purpose, 
i.8 .tM abolltion-from the political as well. as from the 
~~l viewpoint-of:- · 

fl} ~The olt.ss-divisions ~xistent in society, eepecially 
of those divisions imposed on sooiety by, and in, 
the economic interests of the bourgeoisie . 

(2) .All Territoria.I States, Political Fatherlands and 
Nations, and on the top of the historic ruins of 
this old world order, the ·establishment of the , 
great international fed~ration of all local ,.nd ' 
national productive groups. 

From the philosophic. point of view, the aims of the 
working class are nothing less than the real.isa.tion of the 
eternal ideals of humanity, the welfare of ma.n, the reign 
of equality, justice, and liberty on earth, making unnecee· 

• aary· all belief in heaven and all hopes for a better here
after. 

The great mass of the workers, crushed by their daily 
toil,Jive in ignorance and misery. Whatever the politicaJ. 
and religious prejudices in which they have been reared 
individually may be, this m888 is unconacio118ly Sooja.. 
U1tic: inatinotively, and,. through the. pinch of hunger a!MJ 
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t.beir poeition, more earneetly and truly Socialistic than 
. all the "scientific'.' and "bourgeois Socialists" put together. 
The maaa are Socialists through all the oircumstanoe• of 
reasoning; and, in reality, the lteoeasitiee of ·life have a 

. greater influence over those of pure reasoning, becauMr 
reasoning (or thonght) is only the reflex of the continually · 
developing life.force and not its basis. 

· The workers do not lack reality, th~ zeal for Socie.list 
endeavour, but only the Socialist idee.. Every worker. 
from the bottom of .hia bee.rt, is longing for a really human 
existe~oe, .i.e. in~terial comfort and mental developmen~ 
rciunded 'on f iistioe, i.e., equality and liberty for .each . an<;l 
every man in ·work. This catinot be realised in the exis-. . 
ting political and social organisation, which is founded on 
injlistioe and. bare-faced robbery of the labouring masses. 
Consequently, every reflective worker becomes a revolu
tionery Socialist, since he is forced to rea.lise that his 
emancipation oan only be accomplished by the complete 
overthro'W of present-day society. Either this organisa
tion of injustice with its entire machine of oppre88ive laws 
and priviledged institutions, must disappear, or else the 
proletariat is condemned to eternal slavery. 

This is the quintessence of th~ . Socialist idee., whose 
germs can be found in the instinct of every serious think
ing worker. Our object, therefore, is to make him oon
eoious of what he wants, to awaken in him a clear idea. 
tha.t corresponds to his instincts: for the moment the 
oJ~ oonsoiou.sneas of the proletariat ha.s lifted it.self up 
~the level of their instinotive feeling, their intention will 
have developed into determination, and their power will 
be irresiatible. 
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. What· prevent.II· th~ <'tuiek1!r development of thi8 · idea.· 
qf·sal?tion amongst the Proletariat..1 li!l' ipbranee1 and,. 
tp. &. gre&~ extent, ,the political a.nd religieus prejudice. 
\fith; wlliob the governing claa8es are teying to befog the · 
oon~oiousqellli and the n&tilr&l intelligence of the people, 
How ean y,ou disperse this ignorance and destrQy these 
strange prejudicesi "The liberation of the.Proletariat must · 
be the. wctk of the Proletariat itself," says the prefooe to 
the general statute of the (First) International. · And ii is 
e•tb6nsand. times true! This is the main foundation of our 
gt'e&t aupcia.tion~ · But the working class is still very . 
ipotabt . . "1t la.o'k's completely . every theory. There is 
~one· vtay out tJieretore, na~ely-Proletarian JJbera
t!M through action. ·And what will this a.otion be that 
,v'itl brin~ the masses to Socialism¥ It · is the economio 
struggle of t~e Proletariat against the governing class 
~ed out in solidarity. It is the Industrial Organisation 
of'the workers-the Council of Action. 

THE ORGANISATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL. 

( 1869) 

The·m&88e8 are the social power, or, at least, the es&· 

ence of that power. But they la.ck two things in order to 
free themselves from the hateful conditions which oppreas 
them: education and organisation. These two· things 
represent, to-day, the real foundations of power of all 
go-vernment. 

. To abolish the military and governing power of the 
~~te, the proletarian must organise. But since orga.nia&
ti!>~ ~annot exist·without knowledge, it is neeessa.ry :to 
spread among the masses real social e<l ucation. 
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To spread this real sooial education is the aim of the 
International, Conaequently, the day on whioh the In~ 
national succeeds in uniting in its ranks a half, a feuith; 
or even a tenth part of the workers of Europe, the State 
or States will cease to exist. The organisa.tion of the 
International will be altogether ditferent from the org&illii 
8&tion of the State, since its aim. is not to cres.te new 
States but to destroy all existing government systems; 
The more artificial, brutal; and authoritarian is the pow~ 
of the State, the more indifferent and hostile it is to the 
natural developments, interests and desires of the people, 
~1ie freer and more natural must ·be the organisation of 
the International. It must try all the more to aricommo
date itself to the natural instincts a.nd ideal$ of the 
people. 

But what do we me11n by the natu:al organisation of 
the masses¥ We mean the organisation whicb is founded 
upon the experience and results of their everyday life and 
the difference of their occupations, i .e., their industrial 
organisation. The moment all branches of industry are 
represented in their International, the organisation of the 
masses will be complete. · · 

But it ought be said that, since we exercise, through 
the International, organised influence over the masses, we 
are aiming at new power equally with the politicians of 
the old State systems. This change is a great mistake. 
The influences of the International over the masses differs 
from all government power in that, it is no more than a 
natural, unofficial influence of or4inary ideu, without 
authority . . 
· The State . is the authority, the rule, and organised 
power of the possessing class, and tbe make-believe expert'S 

' 
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·over· ~e ·JJ.fe .. a.nd liberty of lnwes. The· State does no' 
want an_ytbing other th•n the. servility of the· niaaaea. 
~enoe it d~.mands their submi88ion. 

The International, pn the other hand, has no other 
o:bject than the absolute freedom of the masses. Con· 
~quentJy., it .appeals to the rebel instinct. In order that. 
9iis rebel.instinct should be strong and powerful enough 
to overthrow the rule of the State and the privileged clalia, 
tile lntematJenal must organise. . 

. . . 
'l;'o P?6:Qh this,go~} . it has to employ two quite jU!I~ 

w~~p<>ns: 

(I) The propagation of its ideas. 

(~) The natural organisation of its power or 
authority, through the infiuence of its adhe
rents on the masses. 

. ·A person who can assert that, such organised activity 
is an attack on the freedom of the. masses, or an attempt 
to create a new rule, is either a sophist or a fool It is 
sad enough for those who don't know the rules of human 
solidarity, to think that complete individual independence . 
is possible,· or desirable. Such a condition would mean 
the dissolution of a.11 human society, since the entire social 
existence of man depends on the interdependence of indi
viduals and the masses. Every person, even the cleverest 
and strongest-nay, especially the clever and strong-a.r& · 
at all times, the creatures as also the creators of thi.s infiu. 
ence. The freedom of ea.ch individual is the direct out.
oome of those material mental and moral influences, of all 
IQ~Viduals 81Jl'l'OUDding him in that society . in whioh he 
~v.es, . develops, and dies. A person who seeks to free 

• 



~ from that influence in the name of a metaphyeioat, 
tJlpeJihuman, and perfeotly egol:iatioal "freedom" aims ~t 
hia own extermination as a human Q8ing. And thoee who 
refuse to use that influence on others, withdraw from all 
aotivity ~f social life, and by not pa.Ming on their thoaghta 
and feelings, work for their ().wn destruction. Therefore, 
this 10--0alled "independence," which is preached eo often 
by the idea.lists and meta.phyaioians: this so-called indivi· 
dual liberty is only the destruction of existence • 

• 

J.n nature, as well as in human society, which is never 
an~thing else than part of that ea.me nature, every Ore&• 

ture exists on condition that he tries, as much as hia indi
viduality will permit, to induence the livea of others. 
The destruction of that indirect linfiuence would mean 
death. And when we deeire the freedom of the ·maseee, 
we by no m6!lons want to destroy this natural influence, 
which individuals or groups of individuals, create through 
their own contra.ct. · · 

What we seek is the abolition of the artificial, privileg
~. lawful, and official influence. If the Church and State 
~ere private institutions, we should be, even then, I sup
pose their opponents. But we should not have protested 
again&t their right to exist. True, in a . sense, they a.re, 
to-day, private institutions, as t;Jiey exist exclusively to 
conserve the interests of the privileged classes. Still, we 
oppose th~m, because they use all the power of the masses 
to force their rule upon the latter in ·an authoritarian. 
offioia.l, and brutal manne!· If the International could 
have organised itself in the State manner, we, its most 
enthusiastic friends, wQuld have become its bitterest 
enemies. But i~ cannot possibly ,orga.nise itself in such a 
foJ'ID, The Inte~a.tional cannot recognise limita to 



&roman fellow$hip and equa.lity; whilst the State · e&nnMI 
daiat ·Uilleaa it limits; by territorial pMtensions, such fel:. 
lowabip and equality, History ha.a shown us that the 
iea.J.ilf&tion of a. le~ue of all the States of the world, about 
..rhioh a.11 the despots have dreamt, is impo88ible. Hene6 
those who speak of the State, necea8a.rily think and spe&k 
of 6 world d~vided into different States, who are internally 
oppre880rs and outwa.i'dly despoilers; i.e., enemies t6 eaelt 
other. The State, since it involves this divi.Bion, oppres
sion, a.nd deepoilation of humanity, must represent the 
negation of humanity and the destruction of hd'ma.n 
a&ilety. 

Th~re would not have been any sense in the organiM· 
tion of the workers at all, if they had not a.imed at the 
overthrow of the State. The Interna.tiona.l organises 
the masses with this .object in view, to the end that they 
might reach this goal, And how does it organise them f 

Not from the top to the bottom, by imposing a. seem
ing unity a.nd order on hu~an society, a.e the ~tate attem. 
pts, without regards to the differences of interest a.rising 
from differences of occupation. On the contrary, the 
International organ.ises the maases from the bottom up• 
wa.rdSJ taking the social life of the masses, their rea.l a.spi· 
t'&tions a.s a. starting point, and encouraging them to unite 
h:i groups according to their real interests in society. The 
International evolves a. unity of purpose and creates a. real 
equilibrium of aim and well-being out of their natural 
difference in life and occupation, 

· Juet because the lntetnr.tiona.l is organised in this way, 
~develops a rea.l power. Ht>noe it.is essential that every 
member of every group should be acquainted thorouglilf 



with all ite prineiplee. . Only by these meana will h• !bake 
.. ·good propagandist. in time of pea.oe and real revolati<rift 
in time of war •. 

We all know that our program is just. It exp~ 
in a few noble words the just and humane demands of the 
piOietariat,. Just because it is ·an absolutely humane p,o. 
gram, it contains all the symptoms of the social revolution. 
It proclaims the destruction of the old and the creation of 
tihe new world. ' 

Th.i's is the I)lain point which :we must explain to all 
members.of the International, This program substitutes 
Ii. new science, a new philosophy for the old religion. And it 
defines a new international policy, in place of the old dip· 
lpma.cy. It has no other object · than the overtlirow of 
the Sta.tee. 

In order that the members of the International scienti
fically fill their posts, a.a revolutionary propagandists, it is 
necessary for every one to be imbued with the new science, 
philosophy, and policy : the new spirit of the Intern&~ 
tiona.l. It is not enough to declare that we want the eoo
nomie freedom of the workers, a. full return for our labour, 
the abolition of classes, the end of political slavery, the 
realisation of all human rights, equal duties and justice 
for all: in a phrase, the unity of humanity. All this, is, 
without a doubt., very good and just.' But when the 
workers of the international simply go on repeating these 
phrases, without grasping their truth and meaning, they 
bavf" to face the danger of reducing their just claims to 

• 
empty words, cant which is mouthed without understan-
ding; . • . . 



· .· It might be answered that not all workers; even wheo 
th&y a.re members of the International, can be educated. 
It is not enough, then, that there are in the. organisa.tion, 
a group of people, who as far as possible-a.re acquainted 
wj~h the science, philosophy, and policy of Socialism ¥ 
~n9t .the wide mass follow. their "brotherly a.drioe ''not. 

. ~ ,tum from the right path, that leads ultimately to the 
~om ~f the proletariat t 

. The authoritarian Communists in the Internation~ 
often make use of the$e arguments, although they have want
~ the .oo~e to eta.te them so freely and so clearly. '!'.hey 
irave· ao~gli~ to hi& their ~ opihion under ' demagogic 

· compliiii~ntS a.oout the clevemee8 &nd all powerfnlnees of 
'the ~ple. We were always the bitterest enemies of this 
9pmion. And we a.re convinood, that; if the International 
split into twoW-oups- a big majority, and small minority 
of ten, twenty or more people--in such a way, that the 
majority were convinced blindly of the theoretical and 
practical sense of the minority, the 'result would be the 
teduotion of the International to an oligarchy-the worst 

. form of State. The educated and capable minority would, 
together with its responsibilities, demand the rights 
of a governing body. And this governing body would 
prove more <f.eapotio than an a.vowed autocracy, because it 
would be hidden beneath a show of servile respect for the 

. will of the people. The minority would rule through the 
medium of resolutions, imposed upon the people, and after
w&rds ca.lied" the will of the people." In this way, the. 
~ucated minority would develop into a government, 
which,. like all other governments, would grow every day 
more despotic and reactionary. 

The International only then oa.n become a wea.po~ for 
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·liberating the people, when it frees itself; when it does not 
permit itself to b6 divided into two ·groups-a. big majo
rity, the blind tool of an educated minority. That is why 
it.a first duty is to imprint upon the minds of its members 
the eoienoe, philosophy, and policy of Socialism. 

THE WORKBRS AND THE SPHINX. 

( 1867) 

1. The Cotinoil of Aotion claims for ea.oh the full product 
of his la}>our : meaning by that his complete and equal 
right to~joy, in oommon with hie fellow.workers, the full 
. amenities· of life ·and ha.ppines8 that the oolleoti'Ve labour 
of the people creates. The Council deola.res that it iB 
wrong for those who- produce nothing at all to be able to 
maintain their insolent riches, since ~hey do eo only by the 
work of others. Like the Apostle Paul, the Council main
tains, that, " if any would not work, neither should he 
eat." 

The Council of Action avers that the right to the noble 
name of labour belongs exclusively to productive labor. 
Some yea.rs ago, the young King of Portugal pa.id a visit 
to his august father-in-ls.w. He was presented to a gather
ing of the Working Men's Association at Turin : and there, 
surrounded by workers, he uttered these memorable words : 
"Gentlemen, the present century is the century of 
labor. We all labor. r. too. labor for the good of my 
people." 

However flattering this likening of royal labor to 
wor~ing-claes labor may appear, we cannot accept it. · We 
must recognise that royal labor is a labor of abeorption 



' 
ll-:1?-d '1Q~.Qf pJoduotion. Capit&l~ta, pi;oprietora; 00Q.tqp~9 
·*O. .labor : but all ~uoh labor is par&sitic, einoe it h~ J!O 
o~her. object tha..'Q to transfer the. re~ products of la.bQqr 
froin the hands of the worker:s, whose toil cr~tee them, 
futo the posseesion of those who jlo not cr~te th.em, tp 
86rve the purpose of further gain and exploitation. Such 
labor cannot be considered productive labor. In this 
sense, thieves and brigand labor a.lsc. Roughly, they risk 
every day their liberty and their life. But they do not work. 

·The .COuncU of Action reoogniees intellectual la.bor
~~t of m~~ o{ science-as produoti;v.ft labor. . It places the 
M>pljoat~OI1· t:>f sciE!Po;e to in<;l tiBtty, al\d the aotiVjty of ·tifle 
-Qrg,aniser& and administrators of .industrial and commer
·eial affa.il's, in the c$tegory of useful or productive labor. 
But it demands for all ·men a participation as much in 
-ina.n11a.l labor as in the labor of the mind. The · q11eetion 
of haw much manual and how much mental labor a. person 
~laall contribute to the oQmmunity· must be decided noi ~ 
the privileges of birth of sooial status, but by suitability to 
the natural ca.pa.cities of ea.ch, developed by equal oppor
tunity of education and instruction. 

· Only . thus can class distinctions and privileges dis. 
appear and the cant phrase, "tb.e intelligent and working 
masses" be relegat.ed to deserved oblivion. 

2 'i'he Council of Action declares that, so long as the 
working masses a.re planged in. the misery of economic 

' 
servitude, all so-called reforms and even so-called politi. 
cal revolu·tions of a seeming proletarian character, will avail 
them nothing. They are condemned to live in a forced . 
·iglioranoe and to a.coept·& slave status by the economic 
.ors.a.llieation of wage-11lave society. 
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3, Conetequently, .the Council of Action urges the worker.a 
in their own interesia, material as "tell as moral,-and 
moral beoauae so oomplet.ely and thoroughly and equally 
material for. each and all-to aubo.rdioate all seeming 
i">µtlcat questj.ons to de6nlte economic issues. Th~ 
material lJle&n.8 of an education and of an existence really 
human, are for the proletariat, the first condition of liber· 
ty, morality and humaniliy. 

4. The. Council of Action doolares that the record of paat 
oentnries, the class legacy of exploitation, as well as oon
teaµJ>(I~ e~rience, eh,ould have oobvinced the woi:ker& 
th~t th~y can e:tpeot no social amelioration· of their lot 
from the generosity of the privileged classes. There ia no 
justice in olasa society, since justice 'can exist only in 
f!q,UaJity; and equality means the abolition of class and 
privilege, (Monopoly) There never has been and there 
never will be a generous or just ruling class. The 
olasse.s and orders existing in present day-aooiety-<>lergy, 
bureauora.oy, plutocracy, nobility, bourgeoisie-dispute 
for power only to consolidate their own strength and to 
increase their profits within the system. The Council 
of Action exists to express the truth that, henceforth, 
the proletariat must take the direction of Its own affairs 
into its own bandil. 

6. • Once the proletariat clearly understands itself, its 
soUda.rity will find expression in the Council of action, or 
~ederated Councils of Action. .The.o there will remain no 
power in the world.,that can resist the workers. 

6. To this end, the Council of Action affirms that the 
p?Q.letaria~ ought to tend, not to the establishment of a 
nt1" rule Of o~ a new class for its l!lleged profit as a olaaa, bu\ 
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to the· definitle ~bolition of all rule, of every claaa. Dictator
'1tlp, politica.l eeeta,i&nism~ 1~U: S);lell power, explOit.ation, 
and inju8tioe; The proletariat, through their Council of 

· Action c.rganiaatiOn, most exj>tesa -the organisation of 
juetioe liberty; Witb:out diatinctiqn bf race, color, nat.iona~ 
lit1, or faith-all to fully exercise the same d:uties and 
enjoy the samerighte. 

• . . 
7. The cause of the working class.of the entire wo~ld is 
one, is aofidarity , 8.oross and in spite of all St.ate .frontiel'B. 
~~resai;l!g. that oommon purpose, ~~at ooniplete proleta
~ ide~ti~ oI m~rest, . the-Council of A~tion j>toclA.ima 
*e.ln~$.tiopa.1 one:.nees of the workers' cause. It :pic>
DeeJ'S the .de.finite lntern&tional Asaociation of the Workers . . . 

9f the World in. a. chain of Industrial .Associations. The 
caU&e of the workers is International because, pushed by 
an i.pevit.able law w.hich is inherent in it, bourgeois capit~ 
in its threefold employment-in industry, oommer~ and 
in banking apeoulations-:has been tending, sinoe the be
ginning of the ninetee~th century, towards an <;>rganiaa.tion 
more and more International and complete, enlarging eaOO. .. 
day, more, and simultaneous in all countries, the aby88 
wbich Bt)par&tea the working world from the bourg~is 
world. From this fact, it results that, for every worker 
endowed with intelligence and heart, for every prolet.aire 
who has vision and affection for his companions in misery 
and servitude; who is conB-Oious of the situation of himself 
and his cl&88 and of his ~tual interest: the real country 
is henceforth the International Camp of Labor. And the 
t.rue local organisation of that camp is the Council or 
Action. 
. . ' . 
. . To every worker, trUly worthy of the name, the workere 
of i!o-oa.lled foreign coon tries, who suffer and are opp"reSied 



' 4'8 he ia oppreaeed, are infinitely nearer and of more· bnme-
Qi!'~ kin . than the bourgeoiaie of his own country,· .. who 
1mrioh t.hemaelvee to his detriment. . Because of' this the 
Cpunoil .of Aotion will reple.oe the geographical unit of fa.lee 
~moora.oy, the National State. 

. . . 

8, The deliverance of the proletariat from the oppression 
and exploitation which · it endures in all oountriee alike, 
must be Intt<rnational. In those lands which are·bound 
by means oj credit, indMtry, and ·eommerce, the econo
mic and aooial emancipation . .of the proletariat must be 
achieved almoat simultaneously by a common struggle 
el)ding in.a triumphant challenge to ttie existing ;political 
" . 

99nsiitution of the world. The economic ernancipMi~. of 
tji.e prolet&t-iat is the foun~tion of the political emancipa
tion of the world. Realising this, the Council of Act.ion 
p~he!J the proletarian duty and ~e8!Jage of fraterriity. 

By, the duty of fraternity, as well a.s by the call· of 
enlightened self-interest, the workers are oa.1led ul'on ·to 
establish, organise, and exercise tho greatest practical solid· 
a.rity, industrial, communal, provincial, national 1'nd inter
na.tional: · beginning in their workshop, their home, their 
tenement, their street, their political group and extending 
it to all their trade societies, to all their trade propaganda 
federations, a close indust.rial solidarity. They otlght to 
observe this solidarity scrupulously, and practice it in all 
the. developments, catastrophes, . and incidenU! of · the in
cessant daily struggle of the labor of the worker against 
the atolen capital of the .bourgeoi8; a.ll those demands and 

. illaim1 of hoVll and wages, strikea, and every question tln.t. 
-relates to the exWenoe, wbethu ma.terlal or moral, · of thei 
!Warkiogpopla. . . . 

2 
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The revolt of the w.orkera and the spontaneous organi
sation, of human solidarity through the free but involun· 
.ta.ry and inevit.able f~eration of all working-class groupe 
~. the Council of Action ! This, then, is the a.newer to 
the enigma which the CapitaJist Sphinx forces us to-day 
to solve, threatening to devour us if we do not solve it. 

SOLIDARITY IN .LIBERTY 

The Wo.rken Path·To Fteedom 
' 

(1867) 
' . . . 
; • -From tbia truth of pra.etical solidarity· oi fraternity of 
·atiuggle that I have laid down a.a the first pririciple ·of the 
Coµncil of Action ftows a theoretical consequence of equal 
importance. The workers are able to unite ali a class for 
cla.sa eoono.mio action,, because all religious philosophies, 
~d systems of mor.Uty whioh prevail in any given order 
~f eooiety are al'l'fays the ideal expression of its real, mat
erial situation. Theologies, philosophies and ethics define, 
jirst of all, the eoonomio organisation ofeociety; and seoon
dly, the political organisation, which is itself nothing but 
the legal and violent consecration of the economic order. 
Consequently, there are not sevei:al religions of the n1ling 
class; there is one, the religion of property. .And there are 
not several religions of the working 01888: there is one, the 
piety of struggle, the vision of emancipation, penetra.ting 
.the fog of every mystioispi, and finding utterance in a thou
sand prayers. Workers of all creeds, l~e . workers of all 
la.n<iJ, have· but one faith, hope, and charity; one common 
purpose overleape the b&rriere of seeming . hatreds of nM)e 

.and. creed. The :workers M'e one claes, and , therefore .one 
race, one fait.h1 one nation. This is the theof('tioal trnt.h 
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. to be indttctild &om the practical fr&ternal eolidarity of the 
Ooanoil of Aation organl•Mion. Church and State ate 
liquidated in the 'Vital organisation of the working olw, 
the geniu1 of free humanity.. · 

It hae been lt&t.ed that Proteatantilm eetabliahed liber
ty in Europe. Thi• ia a great error. It la the economic, 
material emanoip-.tion of the boargeoi1 ol1 ee which, in spite 
of Ptoteetantiml, haa created that exchlllYely political and 
legal liberty, which ia too easily confounded with the grand, 

. univers&l, huma.n liberty, which only the proletariat Oa'n 
• 

c!_re&te. Tb& neoeuary accompaniment of bourge<>ia legal 
snd politio.1 liberty, appearanoee to the contrary notwit!i
wt;mdfng. ia the mteDeotual, anti-cbrietian, t.nd anti~teligi
oc.- emancipation of the bourgeoisie. The ca.pita-Jist ruling 
clue hM no religion. no ideals, and no illll8ion. It ia 
oyntoal and unbelieving beoauae it. deniee the real i>Me of 
hliman 1ociety, the complete emancipation of the working 
ol.e11. Bourgeois 10ciety, by ita very nature of interested 
'F¢euionaliam, muat maintain oentrea of authority and 
exploitation, called State.. The labooren, by their very 
economic neede, muat ohallenge euch oentree of oppree.sion. 

The inherent principlee of human emi.moe are summed 
up in the single law of aolid&rity. Thia ie the golden rule 
of humanity, and may be formulated thus: no person can 

· recognise or realiae hie or her own humanity except by 
reoogniaing it in others and IO co-operating for it~ realiea
tion by each and all. No man can emancipate himeelf 
11ave by emancipating with him r.ll the men about him. 

My liberty ia t.be liberty of everybody. I cannot be 
free ib idea until I abl fiee in fact. To be free in idea and 

. ~ free in faot-il •to be ftlVolt. To be free ln fr.ot ii to have 
, 



.,,...,. llber_t;y 'tYd· ~; rig)lt, .fi~d , tbeili , ~~~JoJl,:•:• 
,:1aiu1tfon .in the libd~y1an~ right of all ~ankind: I am,A'ee 
.~p}r wh~ . ~1 ~n e.re: D1Y eq1JalJI. (first and forem-08t. 
eoonomic&lly.) . : . . . . ' ' 

Wha.t all otbe.r. men are is of t.b~ grea~~ import&J)oe to 
me. l:lowev:er ,' ~nde~dent I may ~a.gine . myself to be, 
: ;m~Yi~~~W . .r,~~~Yec:J..· I ma,y appear from mundane oonaid
J!d.Y~~ ~y..,aoc~ status, · ~ am el)slaved · to ~e JQiaery 
~J (~. · , ~J~PJ.~r of s9c1ety.. The ·OUtc~ ~. my da, 11 , 1. men~ , .• W,P'*her I . am ;J?qp~. ~&F, ,Ei;ri\peror, or even 

• ·"·4 ~. , ' , . . . 
, Pr;im~· M;Ws~f· ~. ~ ~lwaya the qree,t9re ·of th~ c~r~ 
-~~,. .~hf. .~~!¥'8i9!1A .P!Qduot . of t~~r .i~norance, ~ant ·~ 
. o~~tj;~.. ';they are in slaveryf and I, ·the superior .one, 
. .- ~nataved _in. conse9u.enoe . 

. 
. · For ·example ifsuch is' th!' case, . I am enlightened or 

·~~~t·m~n: '.13ut I am foolish wit~ the f-0lly of the 
~~pl~. my ,\\".isdom ~tunned by their needs, my mind 
~&laied. I &m .a. bra:y-e ma.n, but I am the coward of the 
veoplea' fear.' ';r'heir 'misery appals me, and every .day .I 

' 11'b.rink from the struggle of life. My career becomes· an 
· ·~'Va.ai6n of living. A rich inan, I tremble before their poverty, 
~ca.use it tlireatens to engulf ine. I dil)oover I have no riches 

· j.n. myself, no wee.1th but that stolen from the common life 
: ' I . • 

of the common people. As privileged man, I turn pa.le before 
~he people'3 d~mand for justice. I feel a menace in that 
demrmd. The cry is o~inous and I am threatened. It is 

- the feeling of the · ma.lefaotor. dreading, yet waiting for 
inevitable· arrest. My life is privileged and furti~e. But 
it is not m'ine. I lack freedom and oonteµtment. In 

, 11119,rf;. wilh.ing tQ. be · free, though I a.m wise, brave; rich, 
~~d .prjv.iJ,eged. l oannot ~ f~· ~'8 my im~edi~ 
. ,•~-~~ 4o. '10t. ~ ~en to be free;. . a~d tb~ . m""' ~ 



nem all wiadoni, bra.-ery, riches, and privilegee aeoend; 
do not know how to aeoure thew ri-dom.. T.he alav91'1 ef 
the common people make the~ the instruments of my 
<;ppreeillon. For me to be free, they muat bEI' · free • . We 
must conquer bread and freedom in oommon. . 

. . . . . 

•·' · The true, humim liberty of a single individual implie11 
the emancipation of all: because, thanks to the law of l!Ol• 
idarity, which is the natural . basis o.f all human society, I 
<iarinot be, feel, and krlow myself really, completely free, . . . , 
if·I am not surrounded by men as free as myself. Th& 

' . . ' \ 

.iavery of ea.eh is my slavery. 

It follc:nva that the question of individual liberty is n,ot 
a personal J:>ut a social economic question that depends 90 
the deliverance of the proletariat for its. realisation. That 
in tum, involves the spontaneous organisation and. e&p&· 

oity for econpmic and social action through the volQ1'~ 
and free grouping of'all workers' organisations into the . . ' 
GQuncil of Action. The Red A880ciation of thoee who 
~fil . 

THB RED ASSOCIA TlON 

(1870) 

Political freedom without economic equality is o. pre· 
-nee, a fraud, a lie; and the workers want no lying. 

The workers necessarily strive ·after a fundamental 
vansformation of society, the result of wbioh must be tU 
•bolition of clwew, equally in economic as in political 
nepeots: after a system of sooiety in wbioh all ~ will 

· ~eter the world under special oonditioJlB, will be able to 



~fold .. qd deY'eiop·thenieelw¥, york an.cl enjoy f.he pOd 
tj)ing • • of .Jife. T,b.eee. are the ;de~da of juatice, . I 
. J 

, · ·But how: can we fro~ the a.byee qf ignor41ollce, of~ . . . 
a.nd slave1y, in which.the workprs on: th• land and in th• 
cities are sunk, arrive at that paradise, the realis&tic.n of 
juatioe and ma.nhood-9 For this · the work~ ha.ve one 
means: the Aesoci&tion of Councils. · 

. . 
' . , Throu~ the Aaeoci&tion they brace t).,lepi11elvee op, th'i 

JHP:tu8'.11r.J.µipN>ve eacq pt.hef and, ~~l,11Jh. their 0"11 'ff' 
o,r:ts, wake an end of that 4-n$~U• ~Of1!o9Qe wPJoll. if. 
~e ~&ip su,pport of their ala.very. By DJ.e&n8 of the Aaeo· 
~t~n, tpf'lY learn to help, .~d Ill-Pt~ supP<>rt one , an
fl~~r. · Thereby they !ill reach, Dnally, a. power w]:µp' 
w.iU prove more powerful than e.ll confederated bQurgeo~ . . . 
Q!l.pita.l and politica.l powera put tQgether. . 
. . . . ~ . 
· . The Council must become the Associa.tion in the ·mind-, ~. . . . . 

. o~ every worker. It must beoome the pa.ssword .of every 
p0litica.l a.nd agita.tional organisation of· the workers, tht> 
password of every group, ii1 every industry throughout a.ll 
J.a.nds. Undoubtedly the Council is the weightieet and 
most hopeful sign of the proletarian struggle an infallible 
omen of the coming complete ema.nicipation of the 
workers. 

Experience has proved that the isolated . associ&ti~~ 
are not l:Dore powerful than_ are .the isolated workers. Even 
the AB80ciation of an Workers' · Associa.tions of a single 
·oountty would not be sufficiently powerful to stand up in 
:Comliot with the international combina.tion of ·f!J.t · profit. 
'making. w~rld capital. Economic · science esta.bliahee th& 
, fact that the emancipa.tion of the worker is no na.tione.I 



queet.ion. No country,. no matter how wea.lthy, mighty, 
and well-served it ma.y be, can underta.ke-without ruining 
itself a.nd ~ndering ite inhabita.nts to misery-& funda. 
~ental alteration in the relations twixt. ca.pita.I and labor. 
if this altera.tion is not a.ooomplished, at the i&me . titne, at 
lea.st, in thE! great.eat part of th~ industrial countries of the 
world. Conaequently, the question of the emanoipa.tioo. of 
the worker from the yoke of ca.pita.I and.its repreeenta.tiv~• 
the bourgeois cap_italiat..a, is, above all, an international 
question. Its solution, therefore, is only posaible through 
an InternatioQal ,Movement. · 

Ia this Intemationa.l Movement a ae~ret . idea., a ~nepi'. 
~yt Not in the· least. The International " Movetiient, 
the Council Aseooiation, does not dictate from above or 
prescribe m secret . . It f~erates from below.an4 willefrom 
a thousand quarters; It speaks in every 'group of work~rJ 
&nd embraces the combined decision of all factions. The 
'Qounoil j.s living democra.cy; and whenever the As9ooiatjol) 
'tormuia.tes plans, it do.es it openly, and spe~ to au wh<) 

. ' 
will liste.n. Its :word is the voice of la.hour recruiting ·i.ts 
·erie~giee..for the over.th.row of capita.list oppreaeion. 

What does the Council say1 What is the. demand ·it. 
makes through every aeaociation of those who toil and 
think, in every factory , in every country? What does it 
request! 

, Justice! The strictest justice and the rights of humanity: 
the right of manhood, womanhood, childhood, irrespective 
of all distinctions of birth, ra.oe, or creed. The right 
to live and the obligation to work to mainta.in that right. 
Servioe from ea.oh to all and from all to each. 1 f this idea 
appears appalling· and prodigious to the existent bourgeoia 
80Ciety, eo much the worse for this eooiety. · · 



of .i\.otjon & ~vohltxion&ry ·en~ 
• . 

· · :The- Council «>f Action i8 revolutionary in the sen&e that 
it will repllM}e a iooietY, based upon injustioe, exploitatioii, 
pri.v~lege, ·Iazine88, and_ autbonty, by one which is founded 
opon justice and f.-eedom far all mankind. In a word, it 
·wills Mi economic, political; and eooia.l organiM.tion, ii\ 
.,.biob ea.oh person,. without -prejudice to his natural and 
persona.I idiosyncrasies'; will find it equally po88ible tO 
develop hlrllself, to lea.rn, to think, to work, to be a.ctive, 
and to enjoy life honourably. ·Yes, this it desires; a.nd we 
~;peat. qnce µiore, if this is inoompatibie with the e.~llting 
~ani~tion <0f sOO.iety, so mitch the. w:or.~ for thlt society~ 
. - . 
; · · Is the Council of Action revolutionary in the sense of 
baTrioades and of violent. uprising or demonstration 1 No; 
the Council concerns itself but little with this kind of pQl· 
Jtios; or, rather, one should· say that the Council t&kea no 
p'!!<rt in it whatever. The bourgeois revolutionafi.e•, anxi. 
o~s for- ~me cliange ol power, and . police agents findina 
oecupalJon.in passing explosions of sound and fury, are 
annoyed greatly with the Council of Action on account of 
the Council's indifference .towards their aotivitft,s and 
echemes of provocation. 

The Council of Action, the Red Association of thoee 
who want and toil, comprehended, long einoe, that eaob 
bollrgeois politio-:no matter how red and revolutionary 
it might appear-served not the emancipation of the 
workers, but the tightening: of their slavery. Even ·if the 
.OoJlllcil bad .riot . comprehended this faot, the miaetabl~ 
gau1e; which,. at times, the bourgeois republican ·and ·even 
.the bourgeoia Sooia.l.is$ plays, would have .opened the 
workers' eyes. . 



. .. Tiie Council-of! A.ct.ton~ ev.er 'e-rolVing more 0omple~ly 
ilMcl the · Intemationa.J Wi:>rkera•· Movement, holds iteelt 
-.v.erely alooffrom'the diaiirttr.I political intrigues, and kno\Vll 
t.e-day only one PQlioy: to e&O~ group and to eaob work.eri 
bil 'prope;ganda, ita edeuien. and organis&tion into atruggl~ 
and aotion. On the daj when the great proportlori 
of the 'World's workers have a.Bsooiated· themselves through 
Oounoil of. Actions, an'd · so firmly organised through 
Oouncil of Aetiona; and 110 firmly organised through theii 
clivieions into one common eolidarity of movement, no 
nvolutioJi, in the aenee of · violent insurrection, will .be 
l!l8~81!ary~· Foom thie it 'will be seen that anarehi8ts do ·not 
.tN>.d far abortive"violenoe whieh its enemies' e:t'f.ribute 'to it. 

'.Without violence, justice: :will triumph. Oppression will 
· be liquidated by the direct power of tho workers 

through association, And iftha.t day, there~re impa.tient . . . 
hea.da, a.nd some suffering, t~is will be the guilt of tht 
~urgeoiaie refusing . ~o recognise what baa· happend, 
through .tleir ma.obin11.tiun. To the ttiu!llph of the eocial 
revolution itself, violence will be unnecessary. 

1'lm CLASS WAR 

(J870) 

Except Proudhon and M. Louis Blanc almost alt tho 
hiatoria.ne of the rev>lution of iM8 and oft.he coup d'etat 
of December, 1851, aa well ae tho greatest writers .of hour· 
geois fadic&lism, the Victor Hugos, the Quinets, eto. have 
oomrnented at great length on the oriroo· and the oriminali 
of December; but they have never deigned to touch upon 
the crim.e and the criminals of June. And yet it is eo 
erident that December was ·nothing but. the fate.I · oonae• 
410.erioe of:June and jt;a .repeti~ion on a large scale. · 



Why this silence-about June! ls it because the omni· 
uals -of Jone are bouf880ill republicans of whom the aQl>ve 
named :writers .hav~ been, morally;: more or lesa acoom• 
p_lioee1 Aooomplioea in their principles and therefore 
indirectly aooomplioes to their aota. This reason is proba.ble~ 
l>nt there is yet another which is Qertain. The crime of Jane 
t.~ok workers only; revolutionary sooia1iata, oonaequently 
stra.ngera to the ola.ss and natural enemies of the principles 
~h~t a.II these ho.oourable writers represent. The crime of 
December attack~ and deported thousands of ·bourge01t 
J:eJ>ublloans, the aooial brothers of these honourable writ.en . . 
~d . the~r poli_t.j0$1 l)O· religl..oniste. ];lesides, they . themaelvea 
bave ~.eP-it-. 'V,io~iDJ~. · B~noe their extreme aensibilitiec . . . 
to ~e _Depeip~l' <ithnes, and their indifference to th~e of . . . 
June.. 1 

. . . . . . 
A general rule: A bourgeois; however red a republio&Jl 

• 
~e be, will be. much more keenly a.ffeoted, aroused a.n4 
Bn:ritten by . a D.t.ishap to another bourg~is were tW, 
bourgeois even a.mad imperialist than by the ~isfortune 
of a worker, of a 'man 0£ the people. There is undoubtedly 
a great injustice in this difference, but the injtistioe is not 
premeditated. It is in8tinctive. It arises out of the con
ditions an<l habits of life. which exercise a muob greater 
influence over men than their ideas and politica.l oonvio· 
tions. Qonditions and habits, their special manner of 
existing, developing, thinking and acting; all their social 
relationships so manifold and various, and yet so· regularly 
.oonvergent- towards the same- aim; a.II this diversity of in~ 
tereat expressing common sooiAl ~bit.ion and constituting 
t.he life of the. bourgeois ·world, establishes between those 
:who belong to·t.bja world a solidarity infinitely more rea1, 
deeper, and UJlquestionably more sincere than ·any that 
might ~ between a · seetion of the bourgeoisie and th~ 



wo*r•,· · No ditferen~ of political opinions is llllftioierit t<> 
o¥e~in.e the bourgeois ®m.munity of interests. No seem-· 
ing agreement of politiMl opinions is.sufficient to ovMOOme 
t!J,e an~onism of interests that divide the bourgeoisie 
~m the .workers. Community of convictions and ideu 
are and must ever be subsidiary to a oommunity of class 
iu.te~te and prejudioea . 

. 
Lil"e dominates thought and determines the will. 

This is a t.ruth that should never be lost afght of when 
we wish to understand anything about ~cia! and . politioa.1 
p}ienq~ena. If we wieh to establish a sincere and OODl· 

¢,ete COJDm~y of ·*"µght .and will betw~n. men, ·we 
gimt found it on· similar condition& of life, or on a.· com-... . . . . . . . 
lJlunity of interests~ And a.a there is, by the very · oondi• 
tions of their respective, existence, an aby88 be~ween the 
bourge<>ia world a.nd the world of the worker,-the one 
being the exploiting . world, the other the world of the 
victimised and exploited,-! oonolude that if a man born 
and brought up ~ the bourgeois enviromnent wishes to 
become sincerely and unreservedly the friend and brother 
of the workers, he must renounee all the conditions of his 
past exiatence; and outgrow all ·his bourgeois ha.bits. He 
must ·break off his relations of sentiment with the bour
geois world, its vanity a:nd ambition. He must tum his 
back upon it and beoome·its enemy; proclaim irreconcil
able war; and throw himself wholeheartedly into the 
world and cause of the worker. 

If his passion for juatice is too weak to inspire him to 
euch resolution and audacity, let him not deceive himself 
and let him not deoeive the workers. He can never 

' 
~me .their friend and at every crisis must prove their 
~nemy. Bia abstract thoughts. his dr~ms of. justice will 



,• 

•aailJ.'inftuenee him.·m .lioura of. .ealm red.eetien wtlerl' no
thina atira in the exploited WOl'ld. Bai let the m0ment 
ef'Nl!Dggle.()())De when the anned ·\riioe gives plaoe to the 
irreoonoilable conflict, hia interests will . oompel him tO 
•ve in the camp. of the eJploitera. Tb.is has ha.ppenM 
to our onertime friends in the pan. It will happen agaiil 
t.o many goOd republicans and aociaiiete who ha.ve not 10.t 
their attachment t.o the bourgeois world. 

Sooial hatred·s are like religiou.e hatreda. They are 
intenee and deep. They are not shallow like politie&I 
batre<J, Thie ·~t explains the indwgen<ie shown by t~e 

• • 
bourgeois · ·demooratll for the Bi>napartisii; . ~t explafua 
alao i'heiti. ,,eJ[~!ve . severity against· the ~Oiallet revolO
tfonaries. Thet· detest the fohner much less than tlie 
latter because of the pressure of economic intetesta. Con
RqUeritly they \mite with the Bonapartieta to form a 
common reaction againat the oppreased mauea. 

THB GERMAN CRISlS. 

(1870) 

Wh9J!08ver mentions the State, impliee foroe, oppree
aiQn, exploitltotion, injWJtio&-all these brought t-ogether aa 
'°·system are the ma.in condition of present-day 10ciety. 
The State bas never had, and never can have, a morality •. 
Its only morality and justice is its own inteteat, it:At 

· existence, and its omnipotence at any price; and before its 
interirit, all interest ~f Humanity muat stand in the back· 
ground. The State is the negation -of Humanity. It ia 
this in ·two wajst the opposite of human freedom and: 
human .jua$ioe (interrul.lly:), aa well a.a the forcible disrup• 

' ticm of tbe common. aolidar.it.y of mankind {externally). 



.The · U.oiver11l Sta.t.e, repeat¢ty a.ttempW, lraa atway1 
proved an impoaaibility, so tl!:at, as l~ng aa t1ae &.A eJGiatl, 
Sf.atu will exist; and since every State regards itaeli' aa 
a.beolute, and proclaims the adoration of its power as the 
high~ law. to which all other laws must be subordmated, 
.it t~ore follows that as long aa State exist •a.n .can
not oesae. Evety State must conquer, or be oon~red. 
Every State must build its pow.er on the weakneBS or, if it 
c&n do it without danger to itself, on the deetruction, 
of other States. 

. . . . 
-_ To strive for int:ei:llatiopi.l just.ice, llborty, •n<l .P.tll'.· 

• • • • < • • • • .. I • 

pet~l ~ace, a.nd at 1.he same, time to u~h~Id;th~ .$ta~. 
·is oon~a.dictoi-y and naive~ lt ~ ~p~bl.e· tQ a.l~r · the 
nature of the State, beca~ it. is just this ~tore that 
oonistitutes the State; a.nd .States cannot change their 
nature without ceasing to exist. It thus fqllows ~bat there 
o&nnot be a . good, just, virtu.ous State. All States are 
bad in that · sense, that they, by their natu~. by their 
·principle, by their very foundation and the rug best ideal . 
of their existence, are the opponents of buman liberty, 
morality, and justioe. And in thiS .. regard there is, one 
may say what one likes, no great difference bet ween the 
barbaric Russian Empire and the civilised States of Europe. 
·Wherein lies the only difference 1 Russian Teard:om .do011 
openly what the others do under the mask o~ hypocrisy. 
Tsa.rdom, with its undisguised political method, and its 
contempt for humanity, ie the only goal to which. all 
statesmen of Europe secretly but envying)y aspire. All 
Sta.tea of Europe do the same a.s Russia., a.s far aa pnblic 

.. Qpinion, 6tld .espeoia.Uy .as.far as the L'eawa.kened b1Kt·very 
·, pow•rf11l .solidarity of th& people allow them-a ,PQb.ll.P 
ppinion and iOlidaritY. whlo.h oonl!&in !ii t.\:l~~-. ~~ 

. geama of tile ~tru.oti«)~ of Sta• ~ .;.a ~ ~!~'.' 



. Statt, wllh the poeaible ell!oeptian of thoae ~at a.re· power
leea. And even . they a.re qttite· criminal enough: in their 
dream.a. . " . 

He who wants freedom, · justice, and peace, he who 
. wants the 'entire (eoonomio and political) liberation of the 

inae91l!', must strive for the destruotien of the States,. and 
the eat.8.bJiahment of a universal fedention of free gtoops 
for Production. 

As long aa the German work~ 1trlve for the establiah• 
ment .of a national Btate--however popql&r and free they 
. .;,_8.y 'ili;ii:gµi~ 'hue. Sta~ {ii.lid ~ere;i8 i. W siep ~om im~ 
"sl~&tibii· ~ '~t'fun; ~eiaJly when there is the frater
ni:iati<m of ,t'Wb 'diame~oally opposed' principles, the State 
and the 'liberty of the people, involVed)-80 long will they 
aa.Crinoe the liberty of the people to the might of the State, 
SOoiaJ.ism to politics, international justi0e and fraternity 
·to patnouam. , It ia clear that their own eoonomi.o li~ 
tion will remaiii a beautiful dream, looming in the di8tant 

' ) 

'future: 

· It is imposaibJe to reach two opposite poles simulta
neously. SooiaJ.iam, the Social Revolution, presupposes 
the abolition of the State; it is therefore clear that he who is 
in favour of the State must give up Socialism, a.nd sacrifice 
the economic liberation of the workers to the political 

. power of some privileged party. 

. The German Socia) · Democratic Party is forced to 
l&Orifiee the 'eoi>nom.io liberation of . the proletariat, and 

· Ooiule'quently al8o · their po~tioal liberation-or, better 
eiprii1eed,·!their liber&ti.on from ·politloa to the self-seek
ing :and· triumph of. the bourge<)is Demooraoy.· · This 



follo,re unquestionably from 4rtiolea 2 and 3 of theit 
programme.• The first three pafagraphs of Article 2 are 
qui.te in aooord with the Socialist principles of the Intet
ll&tional, wh<>BE! programme they oopy nearly literally~ 
But the fourth paragraph of the' same article, which 
deolaree that political liberty ia the forerWlJler of eoonomlo 
liberty, entirely destroys the praot.ical value of the reoogni
tiQn of our principles. It oa.n mean nothing else than 
thia:-

"Proletarian&, you are $ves, the. victims of private 
p~ft!rty and oapitaliam. Y 011 wan\. to· liberate your
,elv~ fiy.m thif yQk~ Thia ia good, Jnd your demanda 
~ <I~i~ just. But in order to . .rea.li8e.. them, you muat 
help u to aooompliah the political .revolution. Afterwards 
.we will help you to aooompliah the Social Revolution. Let 
µa, therefore, through the might of your arms establish 
!Jie De~ocratic State, and then and then we ~ orea.te 
a commonweal for you, similar to the one the Swiaa 
workers enjoy." 

In order to oonvinoe oneself. that this preposteroua 
delusion expreesea entirely the spirit aud ttndency of the 

· German Social Demooratio Party-:4. e., ~eir programme. 
not the natural aspirations of the German worken, of 
whom the party oonaista-one need only atudy the third 
article of this programme, wherein all the initial demands, 
which shall be brough~ a.bout by the peaceful and legal 
agitation of the part~» a.re elaborated. A II these de
mands, with the exoeption of the tenta. which had not 
even been proposed by the a11thor1 of the prograriune, 
hut, had .been added later-during the disouaaion, by a 
member .of I.he Eiaenaoh Congreaa all theee demands are 
of an entirely politioal oharaoter. All thoee points whioh 



llfl: 

~1~pir1Jl~~~tb." ~in:obfeo,_of. tM immedia.t.e-praO. 
~~~ .~~jv.ity . _of the pe.i:ty <>9Q(ifst, ofn&thing"elee but .ti. 
~e!l;fl1pwp·p.rog~mi:ne of bourgepia Demootaey; univ~ 
~~A'r:~~ V1ith c;\ireot ,leg~t.ion ~y. ~he people. abolition of 
~ '°lit~Q&I ~~vil~(li a ~~~n ar~y; separation of Chu'reb. 

. ~d, Sta~, .and. school !iond: State; free and compulsory 
,educa.~ipn;: µh~~t.y of ~he Pre.es, aase~bly, and combination; 
~nve~on:· , ()f· _ a.)J llJ!lir:ect. -ta.xati<>n into a. ~reot, progrN
sive, and universal income-tax. 

·: · . These are the 'true· objeota,: ttle rear gaal of the party ! 
Ap. exoluaively political' refotm ·of the State, ·the itiBtt"t_n~ . 
tij>'-~atjd .. law.11 of·the· Ste,te.; ·Am ! ·not, therefoie; ·entit'&ld 
.~,;1186it.:~ha't ~ls:p~moi~ lifm Te&lity a-purely. politi~ 
eM 1a.nd- bt>urgeois· 8.ffait', : which: look& upon Sooia.li8m: ootY 
•a .dfta.oi for a fa.r dietant tuture ¥ Have I . n~t likewiie 
• tight to assert that';if on& wottld judge the Soolal Dem~~ 
ontio Partiy of. the :aerman·workeri· by thei'r·pf'Ogr&mm~ 
of -:whioh l :wili beware, : ;beCauEiit I know that the real . ' 
-aspirations of the Gen,nan working class go infinitely fur-. 
ther than this progra.m~&-then one would have a right '° ~elielve · th_tit t1:ie oreatJori . of ·~s party had no other 
ptirpOee . th.an the ·e'xp~oitation .. of the mass of the prole~ 
tatiat as blind· and ·sacrificed tools' towards the realisation . . 
di the political 'plans of the German bourgeois Demoora.cy. . . . . 
I . , . • • . , • 

,.: .: . . : ON THB SOCIA·L ·'UPHEAVAL. . . 
' . . . . . . ' • . : . . . . . . . . ' " 

. .. IA .Btt1etl clu Peuple :for September and Ootober, 18701 
p'!Abli.llhtid ·Jm impmtant:eutiMnllt'Y of an article by Michael 
~~ ~ tbJ;;qlleetioo :of .the: sooi&l upheava.1. BaJmnin 
tle~~ .allior.ma,.of¢0rinist aciiTity as being inimi-1 
\tt.'1he1emaiioipa.ti0nlof \he.'lf9J11ting olw, and. p~ to 
1tti\Mlt ti;bo.e t:wha Ufvociateca..-..e:,.poJitiqal. fivoltlUO&, 

• 



llH,,Pt -~ ae8bfdi'!'g ·to' .tha-..iWa,._,lfonu· of 
ciapi'•Jiait llOiljety .. and:. theoUgli·llbe medium 4f its~ 
mebtary madhine, i:n oppoaiiion to a~ aoeial revola• 
tionary ohalige 6ot.ed by tlla •orten thrpugh tit• 
medium of their own politioal ind08trial organisation. 

' . . 

Bakuuif:l argtiee _tb&t .the fact that w.&gee pra.etJoali:y 
never rise ft.hove the hue level of aubaist.erwe' rendera ~ 
'impouible for the workers 1to secure inCraa~ wellbeiiag 
uqdar bourgeois. society. With the progreea of oapitaJi.i' 
oi~tion, the gulf between the two classes lfapes wider 
and wRier. 

' ' 
"it follows from tbi8 also, that in the· most demo-

cratic and fne · ociontriea, aueh ...- Engla.nd, Belgium; 
Switzerland, and ~e U. S. ·A., .tile. freedom a.nd politold. 
rights which the workers enjoy ostensibly a.re merely no.ti~ 
tious. They, who are sla.v.es to their masters in the sooial, 
1ense . are. al.$vee also 'in ~ political eense. They baa 
neither the eduoa.tion, nor the leisure, nor the iudependeno• 
which are so absolutely necessary for the free and t.bougb:t
fnl exercise of their rights of citizenship. In the moat demo
cratic countries, those in which there is universal suffrage, 
they have one day of mastery, or rather of Saturnalia, 
Election day. Once this day, the bourgeoisie, their d&ily: 
oppressors and exploiters, come before them, hat in hand 
and talk of equality, brotherhood, and ca.ll them a. sovereign 
people, whose very humble servants and representatives 
they wish to be. Onoe this day is passed, fraternity and 
equality disperse like smoke; the bontgooi8ie be<•ome onoe 

. more the· bourgeoisie; and the proletariat, the sovereign 
~ple, eontinne in their slavery. lfhi8 is why the system· 
df-~ntative demoor!M'y ia .eo _much ap,lit.uded br the 
i'iiital W'6rpom, even when in ,.. popula.r direoti!)h, it ia' 

3 
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·improved, completed, and developed. ~hrougb the referen .. 
dum ·and the d.ll:9ct legislation of the .people, in .which 
form it ia eo strenuously advocated by a certain aohool of 
Germ.ans; ·who strongly call themselves Socialiats. 

For, so long aa the people remain 1Iavee economi
cally, they will also remain slaves politically, express 
their sentiments as such, and subordinate themselves 
to the bourgeolale, who rely upon the ·continuance of 
the vote ay1tem for the preservation· of theft authority. 

. . 
Does that mean that we revolutionary Sooia.J.ista A1'e 

QJ>poaed to universal sutira.ge, and prefer J.ynited stdfrage 
01' the de.-potism-of an .. individual 1 By no means: .. w.hat 
w:e:allliert is;. that; universal euJirage in illl'elj, baaed as it 
b on economic and social Inequality, will never be fot 

·th& peqple anything but a bait, and that ftom the side of 
democratic bourgeoisedom, it will never be aught . but• 
ehamefttl lie, the s1ll'e8t implement for "•trengthenmlf, "1th 
a ·makebQI.ieve of·U.beralism. and justice, the eternal domm
ation of the exploiting and owing classes, and so eupprese• 
ing the freedom and interests of the people. 

"Conaeqaently we deny that the universal franchise in 
iteeJf is a means in the hands of the people for the aohieve
tttent of eoonom.io and social equality. 

"On this ground we assert that the eo-oalled Social, 
Democrats, who, in those oonntries, where universal suffrage. 
does not exis.t yet, exert themselves to persuade the people 

· ~t they muat achieve f.hie before all elee aa to-day the 
lead~ra of the ~oial Democratic Party are. doiag when 
ib.~1 . .¥1:1 t.J.>.e .PQOp~ tbft.~ poli~cal freedom is 4 ii,e;oeaeary: 
~~~ to :the. attainm~~t 9f eoonomiq ~. ~ . . . . . . 

., 



. 
themeelvea either the victims of a fatal error or they · are 
char]a.~ns. Do they really not know, or do they pretend 
not to know, that this preceding wlitical freedom, i.e.~ 
that which necessarily exist.ii without economic and sooiaJ 
equality~ since it ali.ould have to precede tl,lese two funda
. mental equalities, will be essentially bourgeois freedom~ 
i.e., founded on the eoonomio dependence of the people~ 
a.nd oonecquentJy incapable of brining forth its opposite; 
the economic and social; and creating such eoonomio 
freedom as leads to the exclusive freedom of only the 
boutgeoiaiet 

"Are. theae peculiar Social Democrats victims to a 
fallac)' or·are they betrayers! That is a very delicate 
question, which I prefer not to examine too closely. To me 
it is certain, that there are no worse enemies of 'he people 
than those who try to turn them away from the sooia.l . . 
upheaval, ·the only change that can give them real freedom; 
justice, and well being in order to draw them again into 
the treacherous path of reforms, or of revolutions of an 
exclusively political ohara.oter whose tool, victim and 
deputy the sooial demooracy always ha.a been." 

. . 
Bakunin then proceeds to point out that the social 

upheaval does not exclude the political one. It only 
means that the political institutions shall alter neither 
before nor after, but together with the econoJQic institu
tions. 

"The political upheaval, simalta.neously with and really 
inseparable from the sooial upheaval, whose negative 
expression or negative manifeetation it will, so to speak, 
be, will no longer be a· reformation, bat a grandoia 
liquidation. 



"' . '~:t4e P~~ ~~ lr¥tF~~if . ~!lt{ul .9f 1Wf1.1 

~.Y~JD~lt~·. . whe» yoµ j>rQIP,~ tJlelP ~itw · t~i.Qlll. ,tMy 
SP.J.:-'Yp-,;1 ~k .~ R_e°"'~e fQ.U 4'l'6 p~t y,Q~ ft ·~ ru<J4~.' 
A.:let.te1 ~in ./p}J..n :B.d.,ght f4> hi-9~eotm:s, wl;\Wit Ile ~e 
ininl!lter • . $ays:-'The vptem llbo.uld not ~xpeot pihl .to .act 
~ooerd~ .to wba~ he uaed to ~y: it #lJ 110.rn~wb4t dllfereiit · 
'speaking in opp<>tJition .and different aoting as a miniater.' 
Sirnil.afly epo~e a member of the iotern•t.iona.1, .a very 
.hoptl)lt.Sooialiat, :when io Septemb~, 1,870, he .beoame the 
perfect · of a . v~ry republioan miDded department . Ile 
'retains his old views, but now he is . 09mpelled to ('Ct in 
opposition to them. " 

... 
:84jr;unia JloS~rte ·th&t bot;h ia.-r.e qwte .righ~. ·T-herefore 

.i.t .dp~ not -.vail .to ch~e the ~°'°nnel,of the goivernmel)t. 
He .-pl'.o~s to -treat of the inerii.bie cormption that. 
f@Uows from aathori~y, and iriaia~ tli&t e-v:ery-ODe who 
,.tUios w power mQt Sllooumb to suoh corruption sin~ 
he in1u1t eerv.-e -and oonserve ruling .. ela.ss eoono.aiic right.s. 

GOD OR LABOUR. 

The two Camps. 

Yon tau.nt UB with disbelieving in God. We ohMge . . . 
y.ou :with );>.QlieTing in him. We do .not condemn you f9r 
thie. We do not even indict yon. We pity yon. For 
the time of illusions ill past. We cannot be deceived any 
longer. 

Wbom do we 6Bd uwier God's banner:? Emperers, 
l&linf§t, tlte oBioial a.nd the -di.oio.ua iWorld; our lords and ·~ 
no'bll!IS;. ~l the iprivileged. .peraoll.8 of .E~ ~hose in&QUM 
are recorded in the Almana de Gotha; all the .gui'IM.P!W' 



• 

di die! indU..~ ooliWDl91'c~t attd kbkMg .lforld; tfW 
piiWrited pl'O.feeeora ot ·om uni~reities; th6 oMr eer~ 
~ tlr• te. and high pOliee 6fliOO't8; the gendsrtttw,. 
~ gaolerti tlte li&ad~n or hangmen, not fo~tittg tbe 
pne.ts, W'hd &t!e no• th; bl&clt poll<!& al&flng" our .eouJ&-
1>6 flie Statei; the ~lof- generale, defenders of the putilicr 
order; and lastly, the writers of the reptifu Prees. 

This is God's army I 

Whom do we find in the oamp opposite1 The army of 
revolt; th~ audacious deniers of God a~d repudi&t<U'8. of ·all 
diVine a.nd authori.ta.rfan principles I Those wh1> are tihEtt&>
Cote, tne believers in liumanity, · the asserters of human 
liberty. 

You reproach us with being Atheistll. We do not oom
plain of this. We have no apology to offer. We adinit 
we are. With what pride is allowed to frail in<.livi!luals
who, like passing wa.'Ves', rise only to disappear aga.in in 
tite universal ocean of the collective life-we pride ~ourselves 
on being Atheists. Atheism is Truth-or, rather the real 
baais of all Truths. 

We do not stoop to consider practical consequences. 
We wan.t Truth.above everything. Truth /or aU ! 

· · We believe in spite of all the apparent contra.dictions 
inspite of the wavering political wiildom of the Pa.rliamerl
tarians-and of the scepticism of the times-that truth 
only ca.ti make for the :Practical happiness of the people. 
'PhiB is our first article of faith; .. 

• ' 

It appeal's as if you were not satiafied in recording o-irt 
.Atheint, You jump to the conclusion that we oan ba.~e 



3.8. 

~ej.ther love Jior respect for mat)kind, inferring: that all 
those great ideas or emotions which, in. all ages, .have eet 
h.ea,rta throbbing. are dead letters to us. Tr8.iling at hazard . . . 
~ur . ~iaerable existences crawlµig.,.ratli.er than walking, 
as you Wish tC? ilnagine u11c-yott' aaume that we oannot 
know of other feelings than the satisfaction of our coarse 
and sensual desires. 

Do yon wa.nt to know to what an extent we love the 
:t>eautiful thinga that you revere! Know then that we 
love them eo much tha.t we are both angry and tired at 
seeing them banging, out of reach, from your idealistic 
.Jcy. ·· We teel so'rrow to ~ them stolen from our mo~et 
earth, transmuted int'o symbols without lite, or into diat&at 
promises never to be realised. No longer are we satisfied 
with the fiction of things, We want th.em in their full 
ieality. This is om eeoond article of faith. 

• . . 
By hurling at us the epithet of materWist.11, you believe 

you have driven us to the wall, But you are greatly 
mistaken, Do yon know the origin of your errort 

What you and we call matter a.re two things totally 
different. Your matter is .a fl.cation. In this it resembles 
your God, your Sa.tan, and your immortal soul Your 
matter is nothing beyond coarse lowness, brutal lifelessness. 
lt is an imposaib~e entity, as imposeible as your pure 
qpirit;"immaterial," "absolute" ! 

. . . 
. The 6rat thinkers of makind were neceaaarily theolo· 
. . 
gians and metaphysioia.ns. . Our earthly mind. ia so 
constituted that it begins tci rise slowly-through a maze 
of ignora.n~ ei.i:ors and mistakea · to tho pesaesaion 
of a minute pa.too.I of Truth. Thia fact does not reQOJDinend 



•"the glorious conditions of the past.'' But· our theologians 
and metaphysioiane, owing to their ignorance;· took all 
that to them appeared to c~nstitute power, movement, life, 
intelligence; and, by a sweeping generalisation. called it; 
~rit I To the lifeless and shapeless residue ~hey thought 
J:emained after such preliminary aelection-unooneoioualy 
evolved from the whoJe world of reality-they gave the 
name of matter! They were then eurprieed to eee that thia 
matter-which, like their aplrit existed only in their 
imagination-appeared to be so lifeless and stupid when 
compared to their god, the eternal .tparit t To be Oa.ndid, 

· we do not know this God. We do not r~ogniee this~. 
. . 

By the words matter and material, we under.stand the 
totality of thingi, the whole gradation of phenomenal 
fe&lity aa we know it, (rom the most simple ino~o 
bodies to the complex functions of the mind of a man of 
geniQs; the moitt beautiful sentiments, the highest thoughts; 
the moat heroic deeds; the actione of sacrifice and devotion; 
·the duties ·and the rights, the abnegation and the egoism 
.of our social life. The manifestations of organic life, the 
properties and qualities of simple bodies; electricity, light, 
heat, and molooular attraction, are all to our mind 
but a0 many different evolutions of that totality of thinga 
that we call m:JUer. These evolutions are characterised by 
a close solidaritf, a unity of motive power. 

We do not look upon this totality of being and of 
forms as an eternal and absolute eubetance, as Panthetin 

·do; But we look upon it as the ruult, always changed 
and aJways changing, of a variety of aotions and reactions, 
and of tbe oontio.uoas working of rea.I beings that are 
b()rn and live in ite very midst. Against the creed of the 
'theologians I set ihese propositions:-



< ·: t . Tliaft.if -tlteri fib a God who citfMed n the 1'0#1" 
~ never .hll.-m exietedi • . 
' I. That u God were, or ever had been, the rule~ · ot 

I . 

~attire, ~inrat, phyeioi&I, &nd e~I law could never have· 
~ted. l't would have pteaented a speo~le of oom'
:i'Ieie. · qh~. Ruled from above, downwards, it would 
hav.e ~pibled the caloulated and designed disordel' of the· 
politiQal' gt.ate. . ' . . 

f. 'JJb•t'IDOfal law ia amoralT logica.l and real law, onlj' 
it ~e<> far · as· i't el'.iianates .firom the neecle of human society.~ · . . 

4. Tilat the ·idea ot God 'is n()t necessary to th& 
e~~and,working of the qlOral law. Far from this, it 
ia a distui'bing and socially demoralising fuotor. 

I. That all gods, paai a.nd presfmt, have owed theii 
e:rlitence- to a human imagination unfreed from the fet~ 
:OI ·it.a primordial animality. 

· . 6. That any and every god, once eetablish.ed on hi& 
.flu.one becomes the curse of humanity, and the natlll'al 
·a.Uy of a.li tyrants, social charlatans, and exploiters of 
.\umatiity. . ; 

7. That the routing af God will be · a neoeeearj' 
'4!0DBequenoe of the triumph of mankind. The abolition of 
the idea of God will be a fat.eful result o{ the proletarian 
emancipation. 

.. · From the moral point of view, Socialism is the advent 
.of self' respect to mankind, It will mean the pauing of 
. degradation a.nd Divinity • 

.' . . . Ftom $e practic&l viewpoint, SoQialism ia the fioal 
aooeptanoe of e. great priJ:i,oiple that is Jea.~ening eo~ety 



more and m0fll4"'i'ft Ii~:;. Iff&'mii.JAtig iWf more and 
more by the public conscience .. ·.It has baoome the basla . . 
of scientific inveetiga.tions and progress, a.nd of the 
proletariat. It.is making its way evel'y;where. Bnefly, 
this principle is as follows: 

Aa in wlldl we eall tlM material WOf'ld, the ·~ 
~---metAotz.icaJ, phyaieal, and clie.mkaJ.--fa tht 
.tdermiw.W lia8U of th& organic matter~ze. dmmal 
~-~ Hke maMer in tke ~ world, tlit 
~~of ~iMl que6tiOM Ma beet., tJM ta tM 
.fRUia tW ~ our nltgtoua; philolophicbl, porttlctll, 
Mid a<icW tk~. On thi8 subjeCl Bahni?\ d~ 
uitlh M~; 

Thie principle audaciously destroys all religious ideu 
and metaphysical beliefs. It is a rebellion fa.r greater than 
tha.t which, born during ·the Reniassa.noe and the seven
teenth century, levelled. down all scholastic doctrine once 
the powerful rampart of the Church, of the absolute 
monarchy, and of the feudal nobility-and brought a.bout 
the dogmatic culture of the sooalled pure reason, 80 

favourable to our latter-day rulers the bourgeois claeses. 
We therefore, say, through the lnterna.tional : The 
economical enslavement of the workers--to those who 
control the necessities of life and the instruments of la.hour, 
tools and machinery-is the sole and original cause of the 
present slavery in all its forms. To it are attributable 

. . 
mental degeneration and political submission. The 
economic emancipation of the worken, therefore, ia the 
~ to which any political movement must eubordinate 
ite being, m.erely u a means to that end. Tb.i8 briefiy ia 
the central i<fea of the International. 

.. 
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POLITICS AND THB STATB 

( 1871) 

We h&ve repelled energetie&lly every alli&noe with 
boUl'geois politics, even of the · Diost ra.dical n&tµre. It 
has been pretended, foolishly &nd slanderously, that we 
.repudiated all 11uoh Political connivanoe beoall86 we were 
i.ndliferent to the great queetion of Liberty, &nd considered 

· only the eoonomic or material side of the problem. It hae 
been deolared that, COD86QUently, we placed ourselves in 
.the .n.nb of the rea..ct.ion. A Gel'UUlll delegate &t ~e 
~~~.ttl!B "~ .Baele gave olaasio expreasiou to tW. view, 
:'\v.~en .~e ~ to at&~'.thatt. Wh!) ever·did not reoognt.e, 
witfi'the German Socialists Democracy, •ith&t the oonqueet 
or political rights (power) wa.s 'he prelimiru.ry condition of 
soc.i•l eme.noipation," was, consciously or unconsciously an 
aJJy, of the Ceasars I 

These criti<lil greatly deceive themselves and, "oon
scioualy or uno<>nsciously," endeav1>ur to deoeive the pub
uo· oonoernihg us: We love liberty much more tb,an they 
do. ·We love it to the point of wishing it complete and . 
entire. We wish the reality and not the fiction. Henoe 
we repel every bourgeois alliance, since vie are convinced. 
that Ml liberty conquered by the aid of the bourgeoisie, 
their political means and weapons, or by an alli&noe witli 
their political dupes, will prove profitable for Messrs. 
t~e bourgeois, but never anything more th&n & fiction for 
tne workers, 

· · Messrs. the botllgeoia of &ll p&rt.ies, including the moet 
advanced., however ooamopolitan they a.re, when it ia a. 
queet.ion of gaining money by a more and more exteneiv& 
exploitation of the laoonr of the people, are a.11 equ&tlt 



fervent and ~a.tical.in their patriotic attachment to th• 
at.ate, Patriotism is in reality. nothing but the pauion 
for aiid cult of the national State. ae M. Thiers, the very 
ill11Strio11S aS8&88in of the Parisian proletariat, and the p~· 
eent aa.vionr of France, ha.a said reoontly. But whoever says 
'/State" says domination; ·and whoe.ver says "domination" 
eaya exploitation. Which proves that the popular or. 
'.'folk's" State, now beoome and unhappily remaining to. 
day th,e ca.tchword of the Getman Socialist Democracy, is 
a ric;liculoua contradiction, a fiction, a falsehood, unoonsoi· 
ous on. the p&rt of those who extol it, doubtlessly, b11t, for 
the proletariat, a very dangerous trap. 

The $ta.te. howev:er popular ~ay be the form it aesumes, 
will always be an institution of domination and .exploita
tion, and oon~quently a permanent source of poverty and 
enslavement for the populace. There is no other way, then, · 
of enanoipa.ting the veople economically and politically, of 
giving them liberty and well-being at one and the same time 
than by abolishing the State, all S'tates, and, by so doing, 
killing, once and for all time, what, up to ~ow,. has b36n 
called "Politics," i e., precisely nothing el8e than the June~ 
tioning or manifestaticm both internal and external of Sl<JU 
acti<m, that i.t to aay, the practice, or art and acienu of 
dominating and e;r,ploiting ··the maasea in favour of the 
pri~ claaau. 

It is not tru~ then to s~y that we treat politics a.bs
traot.Jy. We m4)J_~· no a.bRtra.ction of it. since we wish 
positively to kill it. And here is the essential point upon 
wh;i.oh we separate Q\ll'IS8lves absolu~ly from politicians 
and radical bourgeois SQQia.lists (now fu.ncti9ning a.s social 
._,r r&dioal demo.oracy whi()la is only a faoa.de for capitalistic 
d~moore.c.y,). Their poUoy consista in the transfor. 



•· 
*'8licm ••••••. ,. •• : .. '* att~r tti~:- tJu'r ~: 
.._._,. pi&ti01-...te·*1•. eo~ i.fftfte t<M.faboBtiOii di 
.. 8tMfl, - of pMilbe;· 'fiftiltJli ii;· its n~liary m&irii(~ 
""6ri.. . . . • 
. ' 
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It- i9-o11fy M<!aiad we' Wish fr&nily to thia a.bOlititn:i 
6f th-BIMe Oiat ~ belteTe> that -we·liave the right to cdf 
OltrlHll'tew lnterrllitbt'Jtdlds $tid' ~volutionary Socialist•; 
f6r 'ft'Ce'tei' Wish611 W deal W'itlt polltf<lk otberwiae tltan· 
how we- do;· whoever does-n~ • . Bk& 'dfj; wish the total abo-
6'1io& ~ pcy~ie«, ml28t neoesearily partiOipa.te iil tbe pcrH
tios of e. patriotic an& bom-geoll State. In otlier W'ords, 
he renonnoe8, ~y that very f~t, in the n.a.m~ of his ~at 
fir iit~Ie .bMitsn'al S!;ar.&, the· .iiuouiif e0tid~rity ·or all peoples, 
~W'e11 a ilie-'e«>ltomid and · &O'<iia.l emancipation of the . . 

. il:ta886s at home.· 

THB COMMUNE, THE. CHURCH & THB STATE. 

. I am a passionate seeker for truth and just a.a alirong 
an opponent of the· ·conopting lies, through which the 
party of order-this privileged, official, and inte~ted 
representative of all religions, philosophical, political, legal 
economical. and aooial outrage~in the past and present
has tried to keep the world in ignorance. I love freedom 
with ~11 my heart. It is the only condition under which 
the intelligence, \he manlinelie, e.nd happiness of the people, 
ean de-Velop and expa.nd. By f~dom, however, I na.tnr
Ml1 tinderetand not its mere form, forced down as fi-om 
ib<>ve-, measured and oontrolled by ~he state, this etemal 
._ whieh, .in reality, is nothing but the privilege of the few 
fo9Jlded-:op0n'th~ abwery of all. Nor do I mean that 
•Cfridiividualilrii(),~ -eelftah, petty, arid ~· freedom,- ;tit~ 



,jf;JIJIPPWied-iFJJ • .fk!lirusra• •hi Jill der ••li:1d1 .t 
li!MF9•~· ••••I d .aw.• •-w 
~1 ~ ,.upp(>4M!d ri~ of all. &nd ,defmdtd O, the .t._ 
folild lMd• ine~f,&bly t.o the d•mcticm of the rigat. u t:Ge 
individ,~ No: I ;Gi~ ~e only true &eedom, tihrl 
worthy of the name; the liberty which oon8ista · therein for 
everyone to develop all the material, inteUectua.I, .and 
moral faoulties which lie dormen.t in him; the liberty 
which knowa e.nd reoognisea no limitation• beyond those 
-which nature decrees. In thie eenae, there are no limi~ 
tiona, for the laws of our own nature a.re not forced 
upon us by a law-giver who, beside or apove pa. Bi.ts on " 

· iDrone. They are in us, the real baeit of ou:r bodily and 
intellect?! existence. wtead .of liwthlg them, :w.e must 
bow that. they a~ the real oondit.ion e.nd first cauae of 
our libeny. 

I ~ean that liberty of each whklh ie not limi~ed or 
restrained or curtailed by the liberty of another, but is 
ette.ngthened and enlarged through it: the unlimited liberty 

· of-each through the liberty of all, liberty through eolidarity, 
liberty in equality. (Political, & economical and eooial.) 
The liberty whioh hae oonquered. btute force and 
v.anquiahed the principle of .authority, which is, always, 
only the expression of that foroe.. The libert.y, which wt'll 
abolieh all heavenly and earthly idols, and etect a new 
world of fellowship and human solidarity on the ruina of 

all states and churches. • 

. . I am a confirmed diaciple of eOOMMic amt aoeial ~i'r . 

.tluVJide :of . this, · I know, freedom, juetioe, ·manlin.eae, 
morality, ·and the welfare of the in4iridual aa •ell ae ~ 
of ~· ·eommunitf, can only Ille • eellow tie, Ml e~ 
,U~•· •i TWs. oqu~ maat tt'"• U.'Mf tAioougla tJ.e free 



brgnrifftion of labour 11oDd· the •oluntaey oooperaUve 
ownenbip of the means of prodttotion, throaghlhe combiJI'. 
ation of tiJe produutive work8J'I into freely organised 
eommunee, a.nd the free federation of the commune8. 
There mmt ·be no oontrolling intetvention of the state. 

This i.a the pQint which 8t'parates, eeileoially, the re
volutionary eooi~iete from the authoritarian i . e. ma.rxi.an 
aocialiats. Both work for the ea.me end. Both are out t!> 
create a new BOciety; '.Both agree that the only baeie of thia 
new 100iety shall be: the organiaatioli of labour which each 
and all will have to perform uncier equAl economic o.o~ .. . . .. . . 
tion., · l0llp'11:mg tJl~ 4ema.nc,la of nawre; and the oominon 
o~enihip o4 eve~ tliat ill neceuary to pe¢omi ~ 
labour, la.ndB, toola, machinery, et.o. But, where aa, the 
revolutionary BOCia.lieta believe in the direct initiative of 
the workers theIµaelves through their industrial combi
nations, this ia anarc.hif!t stand point in oontl'adiction t.o 

· ma.rxian or ew1 it claims to be scientific. The aµthori~ 
believe in the direct mitiative of the state. They imagine 
they can reach thek goal with the help of the radioaJ 
partiea (now it should be underat.oodaa communist) throogb. 
the development and organisation of the politiO&l power 
of the working-cl"88, eepeciaily the prolet.&riat of the big 
t.owns, due to oonoentration of large industries employing 
large m••• of proletariat. But the revolotionary socialiata 
oppose all these oomp~mieing &nd confusing alli&noee, 
They are convinced that the goal of a free aociety can only 
be reaohed through the development and organiaation of 
the non-political, bub social power of the working clw of 
botll town ancl qou.ntry, with the fuaioo. of forces of all 
tboee me.,lben of the upper clue wbo are williag to . . 
~, th8QlaelYflll NJd.-~•dy to. l>r~·k .witll ,Ule past., NM;{ 
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to combine together for Mie same demands. The revo\u• 
t.ionary aooialiata are opposed, therefore, to all politics. 

Thus we have two methods:-

1) The organisation of the representative or poli
tical strength or the proletariat for the purpoae of oaptur
ing politie&l power in the state in order to transform 
society. 

· · !) The organisation of the direot strength, the · 
sooia.l and induetria.l solidarity of the proletariat for the 
purpoee of abolishing all politioal p.awer and 'the state. 

The advooates of both methods believe in ecieitoe, 
which is out to slay ~uperstition, and which shall take 
the p~e of religious church belief. But the former 
propose to (oroe it into humanity, whilst the latter seek 
ot convinoe the people of .its truth, to educate them 
everywhere, so that they shall voluntarily organUie and 
combine-freely, from the bottom upwards through 
individual initiative and according to their true intereste, 
but never aooording to a plan drawn up before hand tor 
the "ignorant ma88es" by a few intelleotu&lly superior 
persons. 

Revolutionary-now known as libertarian. socialists 
beleive that in the instictive yearnings and true wants of 
the masses, is to be found much sound reason and logic 
than in the d~p wisdom or all the doctors, servants, and 
teachers of humanity who, after many disastrous attempts, 
still dabble in the problem of ma.king the people happy. 
Humanity, think they, has been ruled and governed muoh 
ioo long and eo they think this state of the affairs should 
continue. Indeed the souroe of people's trouble, llee not 



ia*hi•m.flhat.··foall tOf goremlment.; . hat m .tJa& :UW..eie 

and.ml;5kpr.t.Micm (Jf iGfiernqiMi ijlpelf, wJn.IBnr ~· .iii 
may &SSame. 

. . . . 
This is the hiatorical difference between the authorita-. . . . .. . . . . 

rian oommnni8t ideas, soientUic:ially developed through . the 
Gex·ma.n Marxist ~ohool and partly adopt.ed by Englleh and 
Amerioa.n S'ociatiets, on one b'and and tlie Anarchist ideas 
of Joseph Pierre Proudhon which have· educated the 
proletMUJ,t f)f the Latin CX>untl!iee aQd led them intejlectn
a.ll_y to· the !Mt. oon111>qa,enoee of ProudhQD.'e tea,ehing,11. 
T~.J.-*WPlqti~ (>I' :li~ MHU$-UM11 hM MW 
for the mat time, attempt.ed to put its ideas into praetice 
in,,,,~~ J?~p ~"'1~• • • • I • • . 

· t ~ &: follower C?f the Pam Comm1,1~~. •hioh, though' 
datitaral;Y ~~~ted ·and droWned in blb¢ by f.P,e aa8M8irui 
of ~e cleri~ and monarohia.i reaction, yet lives, more 
the.n ever, in the lm•ation and hearts of the :muropean 
proletariat. I am its follQwer, especially bees.use of the 
flliet that it was a courageous, determined, nega;tjon of the 
st@.te, It is 'a f~ot of enormous significance, that this should 
have happened in Franc&, hitherto tl>.e land of strongest 
political oentrali11&tion; that it vi·as Paris, the head and. 
creator of this great cenralisation, which made the start
thu!f destroying itself and proclaiming witb joy its fall, in 
order to give li'fe to France, to Europe, to the ~hole world; 
thus · revealing to ail enslaved people and who are the. 
people wh·o are not slaves the only way to liberty and 
happfuess; delivering a deathly strok~ &B,&inst the politioa.J. 
traditions. of bourgeois liberaljsm, a,t.d giving a sound b~-
i8 tO rer.oliitionary ~ia.lism. . ,' 

. . . . . .. 
~ · : .F..lri.s..~ 6.&!Qled. f9r ~f:th~ ~gr~ .~f~.~ona·t 

tiof, oi,~. ,tpd_ · fq\~; 1~:~QPJ"M«\:tbe :QeJI' ere,1 



>tha$ of t.be · final ~nd ~tire · liberation of1.he pec>ple, ~d 
. tbeir .truly realieed .E<>lidarity, · above and in apite · of all 
-;limitr.tiona of the State. Proclaimed the religion ~ 
humanity. Made inanifea' ita hu.manism a.rid a.theism, and 
AU.bstitulied the g~t trulihs of aooial. life and 90ienoe for 
.godly lies. Paris, heroio, sane, unflinching, &11aerted ita 
:strong belief in the future of humanity. It sub.s'titute'd 
liberty, justice, and fraterliity for the falsehood and injus
tice of religious and politioal morality, Paris, chokecl in 
the blood of its children, symbolised humanity crucified by 
.the international united reaction of Europe at th.e dir~ 
illap~tion of the cburQhes and thehigh priests (.P~litioian~ 
of injuatjoe. 'the .ne~t internation~ upb.eaval of hum&lllty 
wiU b6 the resurrection of Paris. 

Such is the true meaning and the beneficial and imme.
aaurably important results of the two-months' existenoe , 

.and memorable fall of the;J>a.ris Commune. It la.sted only 
· .a .short time. It was hampered too much by the deadly 

.war it had to wage against the Versailles reaction and 
Holy Alliance. Coilsequently, it was unable to work out 
its Socialist programme, even theoretically, much leea 
practically. The majority of the member& of the 
Commune, even, were not Sooialista in the real sense 
of the word. And \f they acted as Socialists, it was 
only because they were irresistibly carried away by 
the nature of their surroundfugs, the neoessity of their posi
tion, and not by their own innermost convictions. The 
Sooiali.sts, led by our friend Varlin, formed in the Comm· 
une only a disappearingly small minority, say fourteen or 
fift.een members. 'Dhe re&t consisted of Je.oobins, BO:t \ire 
must discriminate between Jaoobins and Ja.oobins . . . . 

There are·dootrinaiie Jaoobins like Gtt.mbetta who&& 
4 



.. 
~·~•lrrf kllit~·for: • .p9weri:l aad .. ·fonblll; loepUbU~W.. 
W t.lai old l!M-omtionlu'f;fi~; iand•im&aei Ii ed.· ()il}y' • ·ie zp·1dt 
lot f oeptnJ.ieed unity . d aU:\honty.. Thia waa .. • 
JMGW»in. ·. t&• betrayed< ·~ Fnnae-of. the poc>t>\e' t.o .~ 
l't11WMi~oonquerOc&, .and. ·then to the native reaction. · 1tut ····Were holfeet revolution&1'1 Jaoobina t.leo, the last heroic 
'de0endaoi. .of tile de-mooratbt impulse: of 17 93, men and 
--wonieii •ho . <10uld ea.cirifioe theii oentralieed unity and 
·1"eli-amed·aothor)t;.y· to \he needs of tihe revolution, rather 
than bend their oonseienoe before ·the obtio:Jious reaotiOD. 
In th&v~rd of theiie great.hearted jaoobin.8 we see 009-
'0luae, ,_.tandnoble=ngme1 More~vef'1thlng he detired 
'th. .utul~ Of·the tev0lution; and ·M, 'Without ·the people, 
no revolution is possible, .. as the people ue Sooialiatioally 
inolined, and could not. be won for any other revolution 

• 
than a· '8boial or economic one, Deleoh18e and his fellow 
honest ~obim allow6d tb:em!elves to be carried away by 
the logic of the revolutiona.ry movement. Without desiring 
it; they beoanie revolutionary Sooialist.s, and signed pro
"elamations and appeals whose geneMl spirit was of a 
decidedly Socialist nature. ·. · · 

But, in spite of their honeaty and goodwill, tlieir Sooi
ali81D was the prod11ot 6£ external oiroumsta.noes rather 
th.r.n inner conviction. They bad neither the time nor the 
ability to overcame bourgeois prejudioes diametrically 
oppoeed to t~eir newly acquired Sooi.aJ.ism. Tllis internal 
oonflioL of opinion weakened them in action. They never 
.got beyond fundamental theories, and were unable to 
oome &o deoi~ive .ooilouaions such as would have &evered 

. their oonp.eetion with . botirgeoia eoo~ty- once and for a.iL 
~:-4 I • • ' • ' • • • • 

'l'hi8 waa a gteat Calamity for the Commune and for the 
.,.. .'1¥Wt; t\Y.._ It. penlped -them, .nd · they pei!M)'led 

. , 
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th~ Commt(ne. · ~t; w~. must not repm.oh L•m. '.~b t.QN. . . . 
to®QQ$: · Han·d~s. not change.' in a :day, and-; w.e;·1 ~ot 
change. our n~t.uree .and cm.stoma· overnight. , · :The Juobina 
.of the commune h~e llhown their honesty. bJr. autferillgi 
themselves to be murdered for it-. . Wh'o .. oan.peot ·mike! 
of them' . : .: . ;'. ; . ' : : . : . : 

. . . . . ~ .. . . . 
. , . . . ,: \I J • ...... ,. '. 

Even the people of !>aria, under whose . infiu,enl'e. t413-y. 
thought . and acted, were Socie.li$ts more by ,i1)8tinc.t 'tb.lf.n. 
by well.balanced !'Onviction. 4" .thei.r y~~ning~ \ve~:_ijl. 
the. higheat degree en~irely So~ia.~tic. B.ut. th~r. tJ:toughts 
were expressed .Pi traditional fo~ms ~or. ~~.ov:~ from ~- · · 
height. Among the proleta~ia.t of the Jj'.cen,qll ' ~WQ-'1. ,n,M. 
even of Paris, ma.ny Jac~bins prejudices still rem&in. 
~any false ideas a.bout the necessity. of diot.$to.rship. ;and 
government still flourish. The worship o( authori~y-"-~he 
inevitable result of religious education, that eternal souroe 
of all evil, ~If degradation, a.11 enslavement of peoples-h&IJ 
not yet been entirely removed fro!ll its midst. So m.u~h. 
is this the oa.se that even the m~st intelligent sons of . t.11~ .. 
~ple, the self-conscious Socialists of th.a.t time, ha. ve ·:not 
yet been able to free themselves from this euperstitiQn, 
Were one to dissect their minds, one woiUd find . tbe 
Ja.oobio, the believer in government, huddled together in a 
li~tle corner, forsa.ken and almost lifeless, bot · not quite 
dead. 

.. 
. . Besides, the position of the small minorit.y of ol&11s, 
conscious a.(\d revolutiona.ry Soeialis~ in the Comqu~qe, 
was very difficult: They felt. that they lacked the suppof~ . 
of th~ me.a,s of the Paris popul~tion. The .orge.nisation , Qf 
the International Workers' Atsooia.tion wae y~ry i.Jnpen~~; 
andis only ·had a few thousand. members, .. · W,i\~ ·th.~ 
ba.okin.g, they had to figh.t daily: against, .a, ,Jf@bja. 
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arajority... .And under what olrtiumatanoesl· Dally ·they 
bad• to find work and bread for several hundred thoaaand 
workers~ to organise and arm them, and to guard aganiat 
reliotionary · OQll.Spiraoies. All in a town like Par.i.a, 
beleag11red, menaoed with. starvation, and exposed to aJl 
underhand attaoks of the reaotion which had established . 
il&elf i~ Versailles by kind permission of the Prussian 

. Conqueror. They were forced to create a revolutionary 
government and army in order to oppose Versailles govern. 
men~· ancr army. They had to forget and violate the . first 
p~inoiples of revolutionary Sooialism,, and orga.nis6' them
~elvea a8 · a Jaoo.bin . reB.otion, in order to fignt the 
monatchioal a.nd"clerical reaction. 

. ·,· .. 

.. It·· is · obvious that, under these circumstances, the 
Jaoobins were the stronger part.y. They were in a. majority 
and posseased supeJ ior political cunning. Their traditions 
and grep.ter experience in the organisation of government 
gave them a giga.ntio advantage over the few genuine 
Sooialists. B11t tb.e J:aoobins to:>k little advantage of this 
fa.et; they did not stnve to give to the uprising of Pa.tis a 
distinctive Jacobin character, but allowtid themselves to 
drift in'to a social revolution. 

• 
Many Socialists, very consequential in their theory, 

reproacll our Pi1.ris comtaies with not having acted 
auffioiently Sooialistio, whilst the barkers of the bourgeois 
foroea· aooused them of having boon too loyal to the 
Sooialist progra.mme, We 'vill )eave t he latter gentry on 
one sida- · now, and endea.vour to oonvinoe the stern 
thearists of the libera.tion of labour tha.t they are .unjust 
to our Pa.ril! brethren. Between the beat thoriea and 
t>tleir pra.otioal realisation· is a gigantio differenO&, which 
cannot be covered. in a. few days. Tho!e of us who knew 
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for in.ete.noe, our friend Varlin-to mention oi;ily hiiq 
whoee death was oert&in-how strong, well ooaidered, and 
deeprooted were the convictions of Socialism in him and 
hie friend&. They were men whose enthusiasm, honesty, 
and self-sacrifloe nobody oollld doabt. Their very honesty 
make them suspicious of themeelvea, and they under
eetima.ted their strength and character in fa.ce of 
the titanic labour to whioh they were consecra.ting 
their life a.nd thought. Besides, they ha.d the right 
conviction that, in th.e aocia.l revolution-which in thls, 8' 

in every other respect, i~ the dlreot opposite of . political 
revolution-the deeds of the single leading personality 
nea.rly d.isi.ppear, and the independent, direct action of 
the ma.'5989 oount as everything. Tile only thing which 
the more advanced can do is to work out, spread; and ex
plain the ideas which suit the requirements and idea.ls of the 
people, and contribute to the national strength of the 
latter by workh1g untiringly on the task of revolutionary 
orga.niaation-nothing more. Everything else oa.n a.nd 
must be accomplished by the people tl,1emselvea. Other
wise we 1tould a.rrive at political dictatorship; tha.t is, 
a re-instatement of the State,~ privilege, inequality, 
persecution; a. re.establishment, by a long and roundabout 
way, of polit~cal, social, and eoonm.ic slavery. 

Varhn and all bis friends; like all \ruo Bocialiste, and 
like the average worker who is born and bred amongst the 
people, experienced in highest degroo this well.justified 
fear of the continued initia.tive of the same men, this distrust. 
of the rule of distinguished persona.lities. Their uprightness 
cauaed them to tum this fear a.nJ suspicion a.s much 
·again1t themselves as against others. 

In oppoaition to the, in my opinion, entirely .erroneous 

• 



M~ \ .(,}\Sta.tie · 8uoi&liwts, · · that a dictatorship br a 
~nst.ittitf6n:al · O:ssemb}y....:.tha.t- has emerged frotti. a 
' . . . . . . . 
po'litroal revolution-can proclaim a.nd organise the aooial 
te~olutiori by 'law's a.nd degrees, our Paris friends were 
00nvin0e'd that it could . oruy be brought about and 
developed ihrough .the ·independent and uno~ing effort.a 
.'.of the maaises· and the groups. They were · a . thousand 
timeiJ right. Where is the he.ad, · however genial, or-if 
on~ speaks of the oolleotive dictator&hip of a.n elected . . . . ' . "' 
assembly; even if it consists of aevere.t hundred uneom-
moniy well ed11eated peopie--where ie the brain that is 
tnlg~ty · and ; gMiip'ing enough to grasp the · ·tuiending 

·· hunihEiil and: multitud~ of true interests; yearnings, wills, 
r&rid requiremeilts, the sum total -0f :which constit.ute the 
oolleetive· will of -the people¥ And who could invent a 
&Ocia.1 Organisation which would aatisfy every man 1 Sa ch an 
·oiganisa.tion. would be nothing lees than a torture-chamber, 
into: 1'hioh the more or less aggressive State would puli 
unha.ppy eooiety, Tb.is lias always happened up to no:w. 
But the social revolution must make an end of this 
a.ntiqua.W system of organisation. It must give back to 
t,b.e ma.s96P, the groups, communes, societies, even to every 
man and woman, their full and unresbrjot.ed liberty. It 
n1ust a.boliah, once a.nd for alt, political power. 'fhe Sta.te 
must go~ With ite fall must disappear all legal rights, all 
the lies of various religions. For law and religion were 
always .only the forced justifioa.t-ion for priviliged outrages 
'and esta blished aggression. . . 

! : It i& cleat that liberty oan only be restored to ma.nkind, 
.•nd tha.t the.true interests of society, of all groups, all. 
loca.l organisations, as well -as every single, being o•n· be 
entirely satisfied entirely only when aU States have been 

: .· . . ,. · . . .... . · . , p.,., . 
aMtisbed . ...... · " · · · · ; · · · . . ; .J : .. ' 



.All the ao-called "oo°'mon intensta of ,aooietiy' wb,ioh, ...-
1Uppoae4 to be repreeented by ·the. Stiate, Ne .m reaUty 
nothing else than the ontire' and continued -eu-ppreeai9Q 
of the true '1itereets of the districts, communes, eooietiee. 
and individuals which are subservient to the State. They 
~an imagination, an abstract id~, .a lie. Un~er the 
guise of this idea of representing . common interests, the 
State beoomee a vast slaugbter•house or oemetery, where· 
in.is s1.,m all the living energy of the people. 

But an abstract idea can never exist for itself and 
t.hroug)l itself. Jt has no feet with . which to we.Qi., no 
¥018 with which to work, no stomach in whjcb. to digest its 
.. aughtered victims. The re~iowi idea, God, rep~sents, 
¥i re~ty, the eelf-evidep.t and real interesta · of a 
privileged class, the clergy, . who represent the earthly 
half of the God idea. The State, the political a~traction1 
fei>resents as real and self-~vident interests of the 
l>mJrgeoisie. To-day, that class is the most important 
an9. practically only exploiting class, which is t~tening 
to swallow up all other cle.sees, Priesthood is developing 
gradually into a very rich and mighty · minority, but is 
rather relegated and with poor majority. The ea.me is 
true of the bourgeoisie. · Its political and .social organisa
iione a.re every day making for a real ruling oligarchy, to 
whom a majority of more or less conceited a.nd 
impoverished bourgeois creatures who are obliged to 
lerve the almighty oligarchy as blind tools. This majority 
lives in a continuous ill11eion, and is, through the.irresistible 
power of economic development, una.voidablr and ever 
i:nore pulled down to the ranks of the proletariat . . ' . 

· · . The abolition of Church and State must ·be ·the •. ftrat 
and eeeential condiiion for' the true liberation of · 'flboiety ~ 

• 



. 56 

Only · af.terwo.rda· can and mOAt aooiety organise ltaelf on • 
n.eW baeii. But not from the .top. downw&rds, after 11 

more or leu beautiful plan of & few experts or tiheorista,. 
or on the 11trength of decreea of a ruling power, or through 
a ' Univerital•t uffra.ge-elected Parliament. Such a. prO<> 
eeeding would lead inevitably to the creation of & new· 
ruling aristocrac.y, i.e., a class who ·hl've nothing in 
common with the people. This cla.ss would exploit and 
bleed the people under the 'pretence of the common welfare, 
or in .order to preserve the new State. 

The organisation of the society of the future must· and 
can be accomplished only froJ'n the bo'tito-m upwa~· 
through the free federation and· union of the workers into · 
groups, unions, and aooieties, which will unite again into 
districts, oommunes, nation'al communes, and finally form 
a grea.t intematione.J federation. Only thus can be 
ei'olved the true vital order of liberty and ha.ppiness for 
all, the order which i8 not opposed to the interests of thd 
individual or of society, but on the contrary streogthen• 
the eame and brings them into harmony. 

It ia said that the harmony and the solidarity between 
the interests of the individual and SO'Jiety oa.n never be 
eft'eoted, because of an inherent antagonism. But if 
theee int~rcsts never and nowhere did harmonise, up to 
now, it has been the fa.ult of the State in saorificing the 
intereeta of the majority of the people to the gain of a 
small privileged.minority. 'fhis oft.mentioned opposition 
of personal and social interests is only a. ·swindle a.nd 
political lie, which originated tJlrough the religious and 
theQlogioal lie of the Fall-a dogma which was invented 
to d•.a~ ~an and. destroy his oonaoiousnejfa of his owq 
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value. Support was lent to tbi11. fal~ idea of a.r;a~oJljaaa 
of . iQterests by the -speo11la.tion of the me~aphyaioa) 
philosophies. '1'hese are cloaely related to theology. 
Metaphysics over-look the fa~t that man is a social animal, 
however, and view society as a meoha.nioal and wholly 
artificial conglomeration of individuals, who sudd~nly 

organise themselves on the ba11is of a aeoret or sacred 
oomp11oot out of their froo will, qr at the dictation of a. 
higher power. Before coming together in this fashion, 
these individuals had boasted an eternal soul and. lived in 
alleged .unlimited liberty! 

But when the meta..phyaioi11ons, espooially those who 
· believe in the immortality of the soul, assort that men, 
outside society, o.ro free beings, they maintain 'that men 
can enter into sooiet.y only by denying their freedom and 
natural indopen<lcnce, and sacrificing both their personal 
and loco.I in tercstl'I. 'fhis den ia.l and sacrifice of the ego 
beoo.mes greater the more developed tho society and the 
more complicated its organiaa.tion. From this viewpoint 
~e Stato becomes the expression of individual saoriflo&, 
which all have ~ bring to its altar, In the name of the 
abstract and outragious lie called "the common p:ood," 
and "law and order" it imperils increasingly all personal 
liberty, in the inte1·ests of tho gove1·ning clu.ss it exclusively 
represents. Honco the State appears to us a11 e.n inovita.· 
ble negation and destruction of e.11 liberty, all Jlersona.J, 
individual, and common interests . 

• 

Everything in the metaphysiool a.nd theological system 
follows and solves itself. Therefore the upholders of 
these systems a.re obliged to exploit the maaae.s through 
the medium of Church and State. Whilst filling their 
pocket• and satisfying all their filthy deai.ree, they ~ll 



• 

thei:n.i•• tlla.t ·tJiey·wol'k: fot the ·honom ef God;· th' 
iritim-ph of :mvilisation, · and the etern&l welfare of the 
pt0Ietarla~. " · . . 

. . But we revolutionary Socialists, who believe neither in 
God, nor yet in (absolute or unqualified) free will, nor yet 
in the ini.mort&lity of the eo~l. we say that liberty, in its 
fullest . sense, must be the goal of human progress. . .,.· . 
· Our idealistic opponents, the theologians and 

irietaphy&icia.ris, take the abstract. "liberty" a.s · the 
foundation of their theories. It is then quite ea.sy for 
them to dnw. the conclusion that slavery is the indisputa
ble condi~op. of bum'an existence. We, who are .in Qnr 
enipmbia' ilcitmtithi theory, ·nuli~ri&lists, stn·ve in practice 
for the· triumph of a sane and noble idealism. We are 
convinced ~at the whole wealth of the intellectUal, moral 
and material development . of humanity, a.s well as its 
seeming independence, is due to the fact that man lives 
in s0oiety.. Outside of so~iety man would not only nol . 
have be6n tree. He would not evell have been capable of 

• • 
becoming a. man, i. e., a. self.conscious being, capable of 
thought and ·speech. · Thinking a.nd working 'together 
lifted man out of his animal condition. We a.re abso. 
lately ooiivinced that the whole life of man is a social 
product. His interests, yearnings, needs, dreams, a.nd even 
his foolishness, as well as his brutality, injustice, and 
actions, depending, seemingly, on free will, a.re only the 
inevitable results of forces a.t work in our social life. Men 
are not independent of ea.ch other, but each influences the . . 
other. We' are a.11 in continual oo-rela.tion with our 
tJ,e~hbotU:s and surroiinding na~iire. . 

. . . . . . • ' I . 

In •tute . ,\tself thits wondeirful.oo...worki.ng and fitting 
$.Qg"t!u.U' ~ . oven~ .. doe8'. not '.rtedte .. . place : . witboJlt t 
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nruggie . On the oontrary, ithirbarqi.ony .:ttf-.flha .... ant11 
ii t>ut ·tlte result :of this continual i.tzuggle, ,,hi • . wtbe 
ti<Jndition of .all life and · of ·movement; Both ·ift luatu• . . 
and 11\'.)oi&ty order without struggle i8 the eqqivalent 
(;f death. 
. . . 
. ' Order is poaliible and na.tur~l in world sys~ only 

' when.the latter ia a previously · thought out arr•n.,ment 
imposed upon mankind from above • . 'fhe Jewish r~gious 
imagination of a godly law-giv:er makes for un~leled 
lioD:Senee,. and the n~ation not only of all order, but of 

• 
ruiture itself. "The 1laws of nature" relate only tp the 
goal" of nature itself. The phrase is not· true. i( ·UltMI ta 
mean laws deore6d by' an· outside · author.ity • . ··For Wie~e 
'.'la.we" 11ore . nothipg else than th~ · continual . adap~tion 
which is part of t~e evolutio.n of t.bings, of ·the worpng 
~gether of vastly dijl'erent p&88ing but real fir.ot:M. · The 
;um total f.>f all action and interaction is what "'!'e Q&ll 
."nature." The thoughts and science of · man ob861Ve 
tl).e$e phenomena., .eontrolled and experimented with th11m 
and finally United them into a system, the single parts of 
which are oaUed "laws." But nature itself knows no lawL 
Nature acts unconsciously. In itself it demonstrates the 
unending difference of its necessarily· appearing and self 
repeating phenomena. This is how, thanks to the inevi
tableness of activity, the oommon order oa.n . and. does 
exist. 

. 
So with human society, w·h.ioh apparently develops 

against nature. but in reality goes ha.nd in hnnd with the 
·natural ·and inevi ta.ble development of things. Only tlle 
superiorittJ of nian over the rest of the anirttal11 :and his 
ibighJ.1 developed ·thihkmg ability brought & specia.l.Je-a.tiure 
into his·ovolution:....:.Ca1$o; " by the wi.j, :.quite ·n&tu.-.-1 ·ain(le 

' 



ee 
mani.;Jike evettytbing.else; is the material reault of th• 
'Wtalkinj::.togetlier lind : union of -natural foroes. TlUe 
spebial feature is the calculating, thinking· ability, the 

' power pf induction and abstraction. Through this m~ 
hae ~n able to carry his thoughts outside himself, and 
80 ob~rve and criticise himself as a. thing apart, aome 
aira.nge-ot .foreign object. And a.a he, in his though ta, 
lifts hi~·ot'it of himself and the surrounding world, ·he 
arrives at the idea of . th& entire abstraction, the p111'8 
nothingness;· the absolute. But this represents nothing 
beyond, ma.n's own ability to abstract thought, which 
looks down on all tha.t is &nd -inds peace in the entil'.e 
negation of, ,alJ that· is. This · is the very· limit .of the 
higheet:absttaot.i.0n &f th.ought: .this .is Qod; 

. . 

.~e~in. is to be found the spirit a.nd historical proof of 
ev'..rY theological and religious doctrine. Man did no~ 
undenitand nature s.nd the material foundation of his 

' ' . 
O)v,~ .. tho~g:i>.ts. He was unc0~scious ·of the natural 
ciroumatances and powers which " 'ere cba.racteristio of ., . , . . 
them. So .he failed to realise that his abstract ideas only 

.~jpre,ssed his OWn ability to abstract thought. Therefore~ 
he came to regard the abstract idea. as. something really 
existing- something before which even nature sank intq . 
insignificance. And ao he worshipped and honoured ill 
every conceivable fashion this unreality of his imagination. 
But it became necessary to imagine more clearly and ~ 
make understood somehow this Go<l, this supreme 
nothingness wbioh seemed to contain all things in essence 
but not in fact. So primitive man enlarged bis idea of 
GOO. GraduaJly he be8towed on the deity all the powers 
·whioh existed in human society, good and bad, virtuous 
and vicious. · Such was the beginning of eoll religions, suob. 
their e-rolution from fetiah worship to Christi~t.y. · 



• 

• 

&1 

· .. : .,, e will not •top to aualyae the hiitory of religiOua, 
lbeologloM. and nieta.pbyaioal nonl8Dae, nor speak &boQt, 

th& ever oocurring godly inoarna.tions and viliona · Whioh 
have happened duripg oenturiea of human ignoranoe. 
Everyone k.nowa that theee anperatitiona occasioned 
terrible suffering, and their progreaa waa aeooompanied by 
.rivers of blood and much mourning. All these ~ble . . 
errors of poor humanity were inevitable in the evolution 
of society. They were the neoesaary effect, the natural 
oon.aequenoe of th&~ all powerful idea that the universe 
is governed and oonditioned by a anpernatural power and 
will. Century anoceeda century. Man beoomea more. and 
~o~ UJ1ed to tW. belief. Finally it eeeka to oruah and to 
.kill every effor t towards any higher development. 

The mad desire to rule or to govern, first on the part 
of a few men, then of a. certain class, demanded that 
$.very and conquest should be accepted as the 
underlying princJ;ples of eooiety. This, more than 
a.nything else, strengthened the terrible belief in a. God 
above. Consequently, no social order could exist without 
.being founded on the Church a.nd State. All dootrina.irea 
defe nd both of theee outrageous institution.a. 

Wit~ their development increaaed the power of· the 
rulingclaaa, of~he prieats and ariatoorata. Their· first 
oonoem wa.s to inoculate the enslaved people& with the 
idea of the neoessity, the benifit, and the aaoredne88 of 
·Church and State. And I.he purpoee of 11.ll this was to 
'change brutal a.nd violent salvery into legal, divinely 
-pre-ordained and ea.notified ala.very . 

Did the pries~ and ariatoon.tl really and truly · believe 
in theee inat.itutiona which they were endeavcaring t.o 
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. fl 

-.pb.Old.:wtth ~, tbeir,p.JlWero.and-.to ihejr .own,b$«td~t, Or 
:trme:tlie;J•pDly ·lairs a,n<L aypoCriteef In tny ; opi1'io,n;~q 
werehenefit 'belie:vera and ' dishonest deo,eivera· aim:olt.en_.. 
ousJy • . .. · · L •• ; • • • : ; : • •• . : : f . 1· ; •• : . .. . 1 • ; . ·~·., ~ : 

I . ' . ... ' . . . : . • • r ' . 
. ' . ~ I 

. . . . J . .. , 

r • • : • • • 

·- They" ~e~selves . beli6vei, sirioe- they . p!!ortioipa~; 
rt&ttt~lly;· in 'the errors or· ~lie manes: Only· if.\tcr, at the 
tim6 tlib;'old wo'r~d deolincd...;::.that i~. in the Midd:ie : .Ageii; 
:dfd they· become' 'unbelievers and ehamel~as lairs. ·· The 
· fdundbra of st~tee can be regarded ·a.lso as ·honest ·tnen. 
'.ltit.n '.-reMiJy belrevea that which· he d6'ire's. an(l that. whie)b 
ill ' .. Jibt detrimental to ''hitr . oitn intertst1t It . makes· 'D'() 
ttiffJi.ence' ·if be 'is intelligent and :edaoated. Through · h'il 
egotiml &'lid hrs desire 'fu ·live with: his n·eighbouts and fu 
profit l?Y their . estimation he w:ill be_lieve always only 
iri that' 'which is useful· arid. de8irable to himi I am 
oonvm~; ·for instance, that· Thie~ and the Vena.illes 
"g~v~rrlment were tryin:g to o-onyinee them·aelves, ·violently-, 
that th~y-· :were · ·sit,ving France by murdering aeven.l 
thbiis&nd men, women; and· children. · · · 

: . . . . .. . . . . . 
: .. 

· Even if . the · pri6$ts, ·. prophets, 8.ri8toor&:is, · ~d . . ,, . . , . · : 

bourgeois of all times were honest believers, in sp1te of all, 
.th~y were. pa.r~te~. On_e, °'!'D:ll~t . suppose .. th.at ~hey 
~µev.ed eyery _ bi~ . of_ n~nse~ . .. iP: religio~ , '11.d: · politice 

.~io~ tJiey_to.ugpt t~e: DJ,8.$868: . ~ ,will_ not. g~ ~- .f~_!:' . b~ck 
-~:_tp _ t.b.e titµe ."\fhen ~\VO ;A~g~~ ~ _Rome: ~ere :n~~~l~ _to 

' .l~ µtto :each .others f~. w.itq0;n}-.;11miling~ .'_1~. is p.~,,to 

.;q~li"~- t~a~ ~ve,n . in .~h~,. - ~jm~,.9~. ,me~~l :<lar~~ .~d 
superstition the inven~9tlf Qf .. tii~ . ..,-~r~ ~y.\l,lped. · of 
their truth .. · The sa.me ma.y be Raid of politics, where the 

aotM>-i bJe: !~Que ••t:underatend1hdwt J:o . .::gonpm i .a.bd: rob 
•l~t!O-tliat.11;hey ,fio«?ldti odnlpl&in 1tOO 1mnoh; or- ;{Ollget 



·~ ~ aublt!rvient, eo that th$Y·get ~' ·.elflltoifib tM!• bf 
reeentm.ent and revolt." . · ·"" -.~·1 .• . . , 

• . . . 
.. How oa.n one posaibly believe after thiii ~' the men 

• • 
who make a. business out of politios, and'. whose g~ 'ii 
injuatioe, violenoe, lies, treason, single, . and 'W'b:olesa;le 
tnurder, honestly believe the.t the wisdom and·art cifl'illing 
the State make for the common weal¥ In epite of· &1l 
their brutality they are not 80 stupid aa to · think thts: 
Churoh and State were in all times the schools ·of vice: 
History testifies to their crimes. Ever an~ e.lways· w'3ro 
prieat t.nd politician the oonacious, syatMnatio, unyiel~. 

bloodtbint.y enemi~s and exec~on:era of the peof.le:· ~ttt 
how can we nJOODcile two aeemmgly opposed tJiings like 
cheater and cheated., liar a.nd believer! In thought ·it 
Jooka difficult, but in life we find the two often together . 

. 
The great btilk of mankind live in a continual quarrel 

and apathetic misundersta.nding with themaelvea.. They 
reme.in unoonsoioua of this, as a rule, until aome unoomm. 
on occurrence wakes them up out of their ••eeP· and 
force& them to reflect on themal vea Uld their 
SUJ'l'OWldings. 

In politics, as well &II in religion, m&D is only a machine 
in the hands of his oppresaora. But robber and robbed, 
oppreasor and oppressed live side by side, . roled by a 
.handful of people, in whom one reoognieea. the -~ opPQ
reeaors. It is oJwaye the sa.me type of men, who, free of 
all political and religious prejudice, oonaoiously torture 
and oppress the rest of the people. In the 17~b and 18th 
century, until the advent of the gree.t revolution, they 
ruled Europe and did as they liked. They do the i&me 



·to-4•)'"..: But w.e he.Te '-'°n · to hope tbe.t · their rule: will 
be o'f'er eoon. . .. 
. 
" HiaM>ry teaches us that the chief priests of Church anq 

State_ or &lao the swom servants •nd creatures of . these 
~innable ~~tutiona. · Whilst oonsoiously deceiving th~ 
~pl,e a,nd leading them into di.B_Mter, these persona a,re 
oonoerned to Jlphold zealously the S&Dctity and unapproa
chability 9f both eetaplishments. The Church, on the 
authority of all ptiests and moat politicians, is essential 
tp th~ proper ·oare of the people's soula; and the S.~te. '8 
~~PB~ble, .in.~~ O{>inion, foi: ~e ,proper m~!ntenan~ 
~~'Pea9et · -~~r, and ~hl-Oe • . And the doctr~~ :Qf.~}1 

· a.olloola e:s::cl&im in 9horµs : "WitlJ,ont Chlmlh or Gov.e~-
• • t ' . . • , 

ment, :rrogress and oivUl$ation is impossible.''. 

We make no comment on the heavenly hereafter, 
since we do not believe in an immorta.l SQul. But we are 
eonvinoed the.Ii nothing offers.a greater mena.oe to truth 
and the progress of hitmanity than the Church. . How 
else could' it be' Is it not the task of the Chtirch to 
chloroform the women a.nd children 1 Does she not kill all 
sound reason and science with her dogmas, and degrade 
the self-respect of man by confusing his ideM of right and 
justice 1 Does She not preach eternal ala.very to the masses 
in the interest of the rnliog and oppressing ola.ss ! And is 
1he not determined to perpetuate the present reign of 
darkness, ignorance, · misery, and oridl~ t· For tM. progrua 
of our Qf16 not to be an empty dream; it must flrst 8UJUfJ tM 
O'Wre1a ot'd of its path. 
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~·a ~~r~ry; ~;,fp.f, ~ ~qi1'!1 : ?-'~~ ~~ ¥~ 
lite,r~ ~mJ;it,i~~· :EJe ~H's too ~uch of ~ aoo~ ~rq~ff~ 
t1~~t, · ~ f:~u~~~· !'? · w~~ to ate?<>~ to .li~ra~~· 'J'R 
I)I&y ~t 4~~~o~io~ ~ro~ w,h're o.ne ~~o~ t'im. ,If.~ 
~~tr?~W.$ ·~-r~~; ~ .~~~t~1~ 'o~~ fo!' ac_tJol}, ffi fet. 
f~e: ~iB ~~ '. n~ ~o!~ f <>r ~ ~~"° la1!<>~re1'. ~n -~~ 
~ :°t~ ~r~~ ap.1 £~~~.~· \Yi,tp B~fU~~· ~ri~iOB,. '.'!~ 
~lit~~ ~~it "t~ .t?.l>-1~r~~ . .,t. W. ?.+ ~J'-~ ~~~ -~~~ ~ 
~~~J> ·~:~~'~t l~_ij'. . r 18 Pl:i!-'Po~.e . W:~ o~~r. ~h-}J .tW,t~. 
o! lrntmg. Ke wrote · ts he studied ~4 o~rv~"'":;~ 
order to answer questions of the day. 'He Wrote under the 
preuure .of aom~ crisis in social sti;uggle. ~ a~ his 
!F~ ~r:iginll'~ in t~e ~me realistic, dire.ct, use~~' 
wi~rem.edl~~ wa.y. 'l'o this fa.ct t~~y owe muoh of 
tlieir · urievenn6!JS .and repetition. Bakunin's vitality, 
~~re l'or ~tion, and ooµneel to actiop, overflowed into 
writing. In this way. his essays and pamphlets arose. 

' · A8 a. rule, Bakunin sa.t down to write ~ letter to a. 
friend dealiog with some question of the movement. But 
the letter quickly grew to the size of a pamphlet, and t~e 
pamphlet to that of a book. The greatn~ of the urge, 
the impelling idea, caused the author to write 80 fluently; 
illi.astratiooe flowed so easily from his . vast reservoir of 
contemporary knowledge; and he had 80 clear and coiup
lete a. conception of the philosophy of history to illumine 
~is vision, that ~he pages soon filled · themselves. The 
t~~~e deve~~ped ~y, e'1~h~ . wi~~ co~tle:iP~ 
~o~; ~ v~~~~~Jt? '!J:Cf.ol9~ reyi~w. Ba' ~l'f4Y.IJ 
m~~;12t,e, ~~:,.1' ~~·~1*84. 



Bakunin WM aoqaun'8d wltb·Henea. Opn«, M'.auioi, 
Lecll'.11-Bollin and others. H.~ .~!JlpMed in the apriaiog 
of 18'8-1849, the Pol'iah: i~ of the early aixtiee, 
and the· eeoret l~ian movements. He foree•w the faill of 
the :French Empire ana· an uphWval in hris~ Though~. 
o9.noeJ>tiona, faots and arglimente bofiowed from the 

• • • • • t • 

ftralitiee of·a ~tod· of stmggle, invaded Bakunin's .spirit 
~ took ~iQn of hls ~eUig. His pnerallaatiot,l of 
h~ri~ ptlltoiophy, le~ing·to · tevolutionary negation of 

. Class' lfoblety~'waa · 't~chl.r ~orlled witJl (act$ and Wied.om 
gt.tl>.eie<l . &om· oori'.~in~.Qr~ry re.Uty: . 'l'Jlis e ii.ills ·how 
"'1th ·m,.1Jiii!·emw*. '.siiiklinin $~has···~litm· :l~ ·~~ 

. Jttaf;;Ory· ~"1t~~ IDSroest·tepreeeiit&ti~e . of tii6.-ide1''~(r~ 
re'.Voliif?3iliry ~t~qJ;•• " . ~ · ·· · '' · ' 

. . .• . , .· .. . . 
; . . ·' . . , . , 

Ba.kttnb:i waa unquestionably inferior to Marx as ~ . . ~ . 
political eoonomisi. His ecbnomics are Mari::i8t, a.nd he 
isubecr.i'bed eiitlil11n~ti.Oa.lly to Marx's theoty 'of aurplils 
value an4 .. di88eoti6n of 'the Capitalist sys~m: · Bakunin 
believed . iii the materialistic conception .. of 'b.i$t.Ory even . . . 
01ore thoroughly"than·Ma.rx. · But when Mari, contrary ·to 
the logic of his own writing, began to play with Pa.rlia· 
mentarism; when Marxism was proclaimed &II the only 
aoiefllifie aocialima a.t a. time when it was boooming a. 
theole>gy a.nd A metapbysi.o rather than a. soienoe; when 
Marxism degraded it39lf intO a. dull politiOi'l class soaiety 
electioneering, then Bakunin proola.imed ha a.nti-lt:a.rxiem 
in opposition to the · negation of Socialist thought in 
action. 

To Bak11nin, exploitation a.nd oppreeaion were more 
. . . - ' '. 

than . eoonomio and · ·politiOal gtievanoee. llenoe, a fairer 
diatnl>ution of wealt.Ji, ·ev~ if'poaeible 1111det the ayatem', 
and • aeeming panioipa~on iil polittoal power (dem<>Oi-aoy) 



.d? 
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w;tire ..... ediee" ~·t d,id .. ~ -- t.be ~~ .. ~0-
~ ••• --~ ~.r~ ~y .but only~.·~- . . 
tion or ~ di111ra. Demoora.oy .. undentood .and 

r ' • f 

pr~ ,"'en wae a.pit.Uatio an~ u . sao1i ~~ the ctim,i~ 
Dal perpetua\ion or poverty. Ba.kuofn S&W ~early that 
Olen w~ one . prob~ ·on1y: eoonomi~ explOitation and 
1J11bmiaion wu oonpeoted intimately with a.ll forms Of 
• • • ... ' : • 1 

atdAo"'r, religious. political and eooial: and this 4tdlaorili 
waa embodied in the SIGM. Henoe .Auro.\~, the nega~po 
of au\hority, the negation ofprieetoraft, wa.1 the .~ntit.\ 
factor in all real Sooiallnn. To Bakunin, .4narehtam dethied 
SOciaium ~s Suitinbmon deifued Oapftalun:.;,. · . .-

~ ' I ' • .. 
. ~Qnin did not· confound "Govel1itlient" with •ru 

miniattation.,. Ile did not oonf W1e t.he "St.ate'' wiUi 
"Society". Re did not pre~nd to believe in "Oommu.nity" 
interest in. a class eooiety. He opposed olass &ooiety ana 
all ibs · hypo()ritical ma.sqaerades. H e proclaimed the 
need for freedom and defined Socialism as the ,proletarian 
determination tO revolt to realise freed&m. Thus, 
Bakunin oppo8ed Anarphism to Parliamentarism. MentAl, 
personal and aooial freedom are to him insepar&bl&
A~· Aurchi8m, 8oeialMM, aa. organio unit.. His 
Atheism is not that of the ordina.ry Freethinker, who may 
be an authoritarian and an anti-Sooialiet; nor is hia 
Socialism that of a parliamentarian, albeit Marxist, w.h<> 
ma.y be, and very often claims to be, an Authoritarian and 
a Christian, or speaks a.s though he were both; b11t hie 
Atheism and Socialism oomple~ each other. They inter
penetrate and consti~~te a living rMHsa.tion of freedom, 
a .eooial oondition of h.appin~ae. This. thoroughneaa m•keii 
Buunin'a Sooi&Jist propag&nda unique . 

• 
U Proudhon' a vision wu blmred. by a kind of bourgeoia 



·~~ 
pacifism 'Marx oert.&inly aao.rlP:oed hie ..s>;wn reTO!q.tio~ 
iaatli•:t~~~ 6i\tciiJUa~1 r· :5 fu.fdiot~~1a~·~' lte 
uW:~Wi iifi 6¥a~tet~\ii&fi:ir~~if'hi '~!a1~ANHf ul~~ 
t~ty 'x~' /t.ii. a'iJ..J,riBiJ.~mr~lim~~1~' riti~tJ· 11~ 
~~~iute: 4 f1&.thooa ~th~t.i. i:n~' ·n~'! "GQ:~as. "' 'j~t"~l-"',hil 
~~ ·lo ~o~fr!at.J, :L i .:au~ ba~e "~n.1 "tb.e"'l: fii.~ 
.ii'6f · ,,. ~~~ eme.nci '"fur. ;"r~· tit· miiid. cie~S'& 
10 ~ 1 ii..in'&o..!!\Js ..i~ ooJ.rffir.ok ;;~ • ~ai1~"" !iia~fi~:~f· '?tfaix ;w~ 1 fils 1'wor~4 . and hi8'.t~' "its. ti# 
''f,fibi >:&Jir.imrilofatio~ 6£ a ' ' ?e~t &iel!~i to

1;& ~s~ 'Wfu 
· ~~.~b~!tii ~~ th~n-~ ~~~Sie ·~~~? ·~~ .. w~p~ ·~~ 

fuite~:""'ft ·r&iu9e'd a ro'ibet· 't<i'i . 'ri--s't a~da· .. t '"tt 
. . . .. ~l . . ,1 .. .. P, ... P.:. ,.r"·· .... :".~~J.· .. 

1 
.. , ...... ,..,~!. 

~o~e~ent to anv'impotenoe. ' t D)a.c:te rx e88 'inih a 
P.9JitiQltl; .~~o~io~t • . a m~re plN!liam&n~ry tei;n.poriser, 
'!'..4•re th9 Jllind of the man viaie>ned · and · underst<>9'1 
an~ ori~ out .for ijie oo~p~~ BOCial revQlution. Not 
even . wh~n . one OQnsiders ,t}le lQng lin~ of ~l>our JuQ.~ 
j,s~ariot!J ~P.'s, is it pos.sible tO discover one person .in 
,~e history of the workers' struggl~ wJio soid hie birt~ 
~ht for a more miserable mess . of pottage ~an Karl 
¥.a.rx. For ~e lived and died in poverty. He shared 
.all the misery of the str:uggle. Only his semidiaoiplee, 
.,the disciples of his error and not his vision, proepered 
into defenders of Capitalism. They praised him for his 
conftµiion and his name grew t.o shaded mediocre 
reapecta.bility. Whereae he was intended to be the symbol 
of proletarian challenge, the enemy of Capitalism.. 

· As early as July, 1848, possibly beoa.uee Bakunin · sa'! 
' . . . ' . . 

good in Proudhon as 1P'ell as in Marx, the latter'J NetM 
:B~lni8Ml ~ung 'aoofufed ~utiid of bemg a ' :Paid ·spy in 
the employ of the ' Itui(8t&n · ·Xit>hMs~oi-'~ .. " Ma.ix·~ :pa.~r 
'~d~ t~~~ ~~e s~~· ~~e ~.?~~1t!t,. .~.o~ ~pers 
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ai~t .i~~'ia ·~ta6lii~ tb~ J~ · '. ·: e . . ~~i)i~ ~~~- ~ 
Georg& sattli fu ciWr fit.' · nam~t this. Odiouii · &ooU.8at1J~ 
and she wrote to the Zet(ung ; 

•'The fact• related bf yoiir cofresironde~t ·are abSOi~te
fy falie: . I never Jlll.d ~ny dooumente which oontamecl 
nljfnhatiori9 agamst M. B'akUnin. I never had any~~' 
.or authority. to express any dou bta as tO ihe loyalty . ot 
his character and the sincerity of his views. · I appeal to 
your honolir and to your oonaoienoe to print this letter id 
your paper immediately." · 

Marx. publisb.ed this letter wit1l the explanation that, 
in .p11bliehing the· oh&rge-, .. the Z.eit-4ng' had given :Salumri 
an. opportunity: to dispel a suspicion long: current in cettiairi 
Parisian circles. In September, 1853, Marx had to 
repudiate this charge a.gains• Bakunin in the columns of 
the London M oming Po11t~ 

. 
,:. Man: knew tha~, at the International Cong~ at 
~le, in. 1~69, B~unin demanded an investigation q~ 
~e obarge from Wilhelm Liebkneohli. He was vindicated . . . 
oompletely and Liebknecht publicly apologised. 

Yet, in a "confidential communication" sent to the 
Brunswick Committee, through Kugelma.n~ Marx wrote 
of Bakunin:-

. "Bakunin ..•..• found opponents there who not only 
woµld not allow him to exercise a dictatorial infiuence, 
but also said he was t•RuBSian Spy." 

Lafargue bitterly attacked Bakunin and hia comrades 
fro,m 1872 onwards. Yet his enmity was not euffioien~ to 
please .~h~ cc;iooen~ated. v~diotivenese of ~is fa~er-in-Jaw. 
On November I Ith, 1882, Marx wrote to gngeis:-

/ ' ' 
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. ·:; {'lf~~~t, tlie .. ~t ~u.,~o~~ a~~ ~· .~h~ 
lU!;. B~iiiilniat I May t,he, ~'ffi. oome \o f.etoh th&qa I'.' . 

• • ..... $• . ~' · '. • t .... .. . . t • • • 'l 

· ·How different was the attitude of B&kunin I . ; . ... 

. . ~lY. in. th~_ ,sqrn_JQ.~r p~ 184:8, B.akunin q~arrelled with 
~rx·and Eng«!~ over· ~erw~h's plan~ invade· Germany 
~~~~ ~rm~ : i~i.ons. Wrttipg· ,·9~ tJUa . quarrel in 1871, 
B&kul)ln oo~:- . . 
: • •:· .. ,, ' 

"On thls subject, when l ·tbink of.it now, I must say 
frtmidy that Man and EDg"IB~ were right. They truly 
estimated the affairs of those days.!~ 

.. > .. llhe . Intern41ttional · W..o~iog.: ~·s ·Aa8ooi.&tion waa 
.f~ ati,~t~ .. Ma.rJ;in' • .lllJlj.Lo~~ .on ·t;JepteJnber,. :2~f.w., 
1 . .. t.o ·nnite. ·and .~eld together- &ll ·worken who would 

.QQ~ together to work for . their emanoipation from 
Capitaliam, i1Te9p00tive of the ahadea · of opinion on 
prinoiples and t&otios whioh divided . them. This broad 
principle was respected for five years. The CoilgreU 
lield ·at.Baa.le, Switzerland, in September._ 1869, wa8 the 
JMt 'oonferen66 at which Marmts, Revolutionary Oo116bti
i&ts or · Anarohlsts, Proudhonian :M:iltaallsts, · Trade 

' . 
Unionista, Co-operators and sooial reformers met in fa.ir 
dieoussion and tried to elaborate lines of common action, 
~fill and acceptable to all. The Congress of 186.8-186~ 
showed that Anti-Parliamentari.sm was spreading through 
the sections .of the international owing to Bakunin's 
inAaeno'e. This was mortifying to Marx, who, despite 
the Anti-Parliamentary logic of his thought and writings, 
worked, through the London General Council of the 
~iation, for the developmen~ of parliame.ntarism. 

· Owing to. the Franoo.Pru$8i&n War; no· ooogreu was 
held in 18'70, and in · 1871 Man: convened & ·piiva.te 



'1.1 

oongreae in London, September 17-23, 18'11. At this 
00ngres8 or oOnferenoe :Marx; although. euob: ooi.duot . w~ 
«>ntr&ry tO the. oplDton he · liAd ·develoP!d in ~is oit,;l 
War in Pro.JtU, strU.Ok· the 1>1ow he m11St h·ave ~Qiediiat.ed 
Crom some· time, namely. t.iie 8nforoement of parliament&-· 
rism. He itnpoaed · upon the AssOoiation the oftioi.&l 
dootrine of politiolr.l' 8.ction, which meant' i;&&ar P&rtl~ 
electioneering, the prit.otioal Administration'' i:>'f Oapit&liain; 
and the steady·negation of Socialism. . 
~ . . . 

The Marxist Parli&mentary Loil~n Conferenc)e eaiued 
the Juraesi&h Federatibr{t:O I convene an . Aiiti~:P&r~meri~ 
~ Conl'ereooe a~ 'Sonvluier, S.Wit.Z6rlantl, .. on.! Noiv:~m\~r 

. , , . I ,, • ; , r '• •• 

the l2t1i; pl'Ote&tmg a:g&imt the :p11;rlia?ile~~ d~m~: 
being imposed · on · the ' lnterfiationa.l, a.nd· ~1wg .for a: 
General Congress. The circular issued by theje ee'otiori.s · 
was known as the Sonvillier Circular. Man replied to 
this oiroular in a recriminating dooument, to which he 
affixed •the names of the mem.bera of the · General Oounoil; 
oalled o,,, 'l'he PretenMd SpJil in the I~. ·Tbh; 

. was d&ted Ma.rdh 5th; 1872. It was printed and oiroul&ted 
iii ·May, 1872. Bakunin and others replied to it in the· 
Jura. Bulleti" of Jone 15th, 1872. 

It is quite true that the Marxist Oongreaa waa con
vened at the Hague in September, I 872: and that a few 
days later Bakunin a.nd his comrades convened an Anti· 
Parliamentary Oongrees at St. Imier. Thia Oongresa met 
on: September 13th, and accepted ·tQe rules and 
prinoiplee of the secret society, the Alliaooe of Revolu
tionary Socialists, that Bakunin h!Mi .dr&wn up a;t ZIJl'ioh 
siiloe ~~at 30th, 1872. It is true also that ~hilat t.he 
Marxiat . ~ner.al Co\lncil at New Y-0rk simply abolished 
the · International, tb,e Anti-Parlia.men~ns . a.nd 

• 

• 
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t i l'rqJI!. .. tbia period of aetiVity ( 1848-1873 ), .Anti• 
~w~111,ntari.sm ~pt&; not unoritioallf', but gladly, 
t\w,~. ori~oally, all . Mar~a' writings ·of importance: hi& 
~mun.w Al.anifeato -(8!8 lie: 'e~ correcting it); 
~tu~· Br.umaire; and the Oiflw Wat in :Fra'flU;· .Bewlu• . . . . . . . . . . ' . 
ii<m atul OovnW'-R~ TAe Povuty-of F~y. 
The Anti-Parliamentary movement h&8 not the same 
interest in .Marx's Eaater11 Q14Utiora. B11t it grounds its 
teaching on Capital and W age..Labou~ and Oapilal. As a 
movement, we would say tliat ~ti-i>arJi&menta.rism ha.& 
not such regard for Value, Price, and Profll. Personally, 
we oon8ider this work unsatisfactory and inten:ded to 
justify pAJliation and reform. Opinion ie divided as to its 
wdrt.h but, exe3pt for a.ii odd paragraph, it is ali 
elaborate joke, ail ·att~ptied repudiation of Marxist logic 
writWi by Marx in. tb:e ume spirit; and to the a&me end, 
iwi~· wrote his int~ Ste~ of the Left-Wiiig. 

. . . " ' . 
Anti-'.filr1i&mmt&rism . ~pis gratefully most of 
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i:.k~;;·fri·~ ·:ritu;8.. un1&~ ·the ~cl\~ 4>.~P.t;e .of. 
Bakunin, it makes Bakunin's crit1ciam of Tie Pam Oom
~ tJftii IAe &aM itl.da, in . politiioa1 and working clue 
uefuln8118, :.l>elow Marx's Cif1il War in Frima. Apti:O 
Parliarilentariam endonee Bakunin's healthy oppoeition 
to the God Idea, I.e. the'deifioatioriof the'a&tractGenenl 
Idea. 

Whilat agreeing, in the main, with the Marxists in 
their di.stin-0tion between Scientific and. Utopian Socialism, 
Anti-Par1iamentari.sm does not believe in ihe neglect of 
the Utopian Sooialista. .Anti-Parliamentarians. believe 
that St. Simon, for example, clearly understood the trend 
of Social development towards lnduatrial Sooiety. It 
believes that much af ehe Utopian thought should be 
embodied in the current literature of the working claaa 
movement and not discarded ruthlessly. Nor ia Anti
Parliani.entarism impreesed with the intrigues, the 
pedantry, the abstractions, the elootioneerings, and ~he 
capitalist loyalties of "Scientific Socialism." Io the 
main, the · practical history' of "Scientific Socialism" baa 
been a record, neither of Science nor yet of Socialism. · 

Aoti-Parli&mentarism does not endorse Proudhon. But 
it believes that, on the question of the revolutionary 
development and the evolution of the revolutionary idea., 
Proudhon's Revolutionary Idu:J is & wonderful and uaeful 
work and ranks with the writings of Marx as a claeaic. 
On the snbjeot of the liquidation of military and political 
eoeiety, Proudhon writes usefully and scientifically and 
holds a plaoe, therefore, in 'he ranks of pioneers of Anti· 
ParliamentB.riem. The Anti-Parliamentarian• are oppoeed 
to Proudhon being dismissed with cont.empt · under the 
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miatr.ken idea that euoh d1tm1wJ ia an e~ of 
~o~~ t1i&ight:: . - . • ·"' . . .. . \ ~· . 

( • fl ' .. ~.,,,. . •b \, . \ . . ·, 

;,,,,.Man.: ,ProQdhon: 'Be;kttnin: dead, .their •private feuds 
fOrgotten: .their errors noted and over·ruled· tiy time.: are 
the-t.hree·gieat founders · of Anti-Parliamentary thought 
"1d aotion a.ndi .the: harb.rir)gera of the New Social Order 
of uaefulneu, wealth, heal~ and freedom. 

" 
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APPENDIX II. . . . , 

• 
f · • I • • • • • 

· Herzen, as bas ·been stated, wu· the na.tural aon of rich 
n0~~~an nake4 I~t$.~··.~ of ,;' St~ttgydt ~y,, 
LoUise Haaag. Herzen's name was a f•ncy one ~ 
aignified a love token. " Herzen's .kind" means .;·child of 
the hear~·· His father spa~ no expense .fu the matter 
~t.Iiiil eduoat1op. The ~eault yas tha~ Herzen n~ ~erely 
'p~~ oor~tiy .but,brii'Iiantly ~ Ru•ian, Fr.enoh, ~liah, 
~-~mi.... Despite. theae .advantages· he 'appealed to a 
Rul8ian alldiehoe ·Oilly: ·In··· 1863 ·he 'm°&1r 'Gatib&llfi·· in 
.~11-d<!t;k;. . , . The ~~ ~£. ~ , ~~~ng . was .~ . ~bµTinlle 
'-~!""~~ ~(lot; as Ge.ql>&ldi w~ tll~·~~ian ~t?Qt.:he . 1'ua~ 
~.r<)ve him~l{ a RU88ian one. Unlike Herzen, . Bakunio-
demanded the European stage. He remained tJie Slav at. 
heart and b~fore t~e au~enoe of Inter.natio~ Labo.ur 

. P.raded hiB hatred of .the T~0n. ~e Gcnna.os, ~ 
Q.eclared, wet'EI auth.oritarians. Their aooialisi:n was a 
mena.~. ~itt) p~aw of equality and just.ioe, they 
would bring the workers qf the , world to diBMter. At 

- ' • • I * 

heart the Teuton waa a oounter.revolutionist. He would .. ' ' ' 

change; but it would require half-a-century of falsehood 
and illosiQn ending in debacle before he would be oon:vert
ed to real communism and realise the need of revolution· 
a~y struggle. . 
' 

Bakunin outlinod the case agains1 Germany, and 
enunciated his. theory of the historic mission of. the 
Freneh;':in ·his "Letters t4a Frenchman About the Pteeent: 
Crisis"·· and his pamphlet ·on 'i'fhe Knoi.ito Germanic 
Empire.'' Ho disowned nationalism and declared that 
patriotism was a very mean, narrow, ~and intereiitied . . .. 

. 1 . . . . . + 
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·pa.teion. It wu fundamentally inhuman and conee"ed 
91>loitations aod p~ivll~es: . ,It .. was fostered by the 
Napoleon1, Bismaroli; a.De'! ~m· lh · order t.o destroy the 

' 
~~m of nations. B,Y a . a~. · turp. . of . thought ,.nd 
iWfBt Of t.ll~ j# '.tfa'kiinin p . t • I . ed trp~· , t.fil8 'reaaO 1 

• 

ti; d'edu~ 'ti ~imt for Freil~· ~'Uioiisoi aa op~ 
to"Oemian. tie dici':- · 

• • ~. I 
• I • ' • • t 

, .,"~ ~ ma••rj* bocon!C 114~~ic ~ ~. stupid, u ~ 
to-diayapartofthe maatca of Genuany, who let .tb~vea ~ 
i18Ugm6ecl fil tena' Of thou~d'a, 'liith a silly c:Othµt~, for tliC 

• .. • • . . ( • . . • • • . • • l . 

triMlht)h of tbat great wilty', and fo.r tiie otgaoieailOll of· tliat' 
Gormiui.Pmpite,lll'liieb, ltfooodod oa the~ of ueurpOcl PtaJice, 
wijl ·~the. jomb. oC all t~: of tbe'futu.te ... 

•It 'iii'ay·ae th&;\ ¥unl'n. w-iia ~iirrig· ~n~ iu~~~ ~r~ 
reotfj • . :Mdoh of his' ~ttipheoy abouli the 'periOcJ, ofreaotioh 
tflat must' follow i~ the wake' . of p~riiament&r'y 
SOcialism baa been justified. The . au~lection 6~ 

f.he· Freriofl pl'Ol~tari&t to t.he .de~a.ndii of Napoleon 
HJ.. was no~ the . oon:ect. revolqti.on&ry answer iO · 
Pruaai&n mlli'.tansm. It waa the contiouat1on of 

• • • • I J o 

militarism and' the Bil~nder of socialism to reaction. The 
p~'61e~ ~ay hav~ been' difficult. It was Bakunin's 

· bUain'eea fu find a oorrec~ revolutionar' answer or else to 
keep silent. Instead, he shaved hlstory ,ahamefully so as 
to opp0ae the France of 1793 to the Germany of 
Bismarck. The France of Napoleon, of Bourbon royali8in 
and or bourgeoisie republicanism was dismislied from 
view .•. He pictured the world as waiting on the intia
~i9n of France for it.a advance towards liberty, equality and 
fratexnity.. Franoe was to drive back Germany, exile her 
trai.tor officials and inaugurate socialism. Said Bakunin:-. . ~ . 

. ; ·~hat .I would oomider a gl'eat m.iafor,Mine for the whole 
~f \lu~1u~o~tf ~oulcl IN,\he cleJe~ anq · de~Ua , of Fr~noe aa .~ 
great nanional manlfenatioa : the death of ih great natiosial 



. . . ' .. . . . 
. .l~ it oA}y Q.~~cy to .-4.d. tti.~ &kun.iQ ·had.to .at~ok 

.the great· "li'renoh •apit:it" <that m~ered- ,!in oold blood-.~e 
C0mmul'tard8 lifthe'May.June 'lfai-t 'Ofl811 . . ,. On the other 
aiae; Marx,' wJio i -~~ ···~~~.o~r th~ ~~~u#~~; . · ~ad 
declared for the .German spirit. of order and saw : in the 
.Frenoli disaster not so muoh the defeat of.Napoleon IH. or 
the triumph of the Pruaa.ian Kaiser btit the defeat on the 
international field. of thou8h.t of Proudhon and the triumph 
of Mar'.!:. These Gods! l{ow they nod.I 

Bakunin believed in the Rl18Sian nationalism, bound on 
the east by the Tartars, and on the west by the Germana·. 
This meant believing in the German oat.ion, bounded on 
the west by Franoe, and on the ea.at by Russia. It meant 
the status quo. He was upholding the Stat;ee of Europe. 
Yet he wrote: - · 

"Usurpation is not o~ly ihe ouioome, but the higben aim 
of all state•, large· or 1maU, powerful c.r we .. k, deepotlc· or 
liberal. monaroblo, artaooratlo or demooratlo ...... It follow• 
\hat ihe war of one· Sta~ upoa aaother 11 aneoe•lty aiid 
oomm.oir· fao1, Qd eYery "•9• is ~lllT a prOYUlioul truce." 

Thla idea waa not worked out at some oth~ time, 
.t ·: . :.;~ !;·. ; . : . ·. ·. "' ~T'l • ; ::.~ : • ' : t . ! ('I' ···.! ~ 
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naivete . . 

BakllO.iu closed hi.a sbormy career at Berne, on the let 
July, 1876. He liad ·founded the . aooial democratio 
a.llianoe and been 0XJl0l:led from the Marxiat Intem~tional. 
It w&1 ·decided at hie fnner,.J to reoonaile the eooial 
democrats and the anarchists in one aaaooiation. Fraternal 
grootinga were exchanged between the Jura federation, 
a1aembled at Ch&ux-de-Fonda, a.nd the German eooial 

• 
demooratic congress at Gotha. At the eighth international · 
oongreee, at Berne, in October, the social. democrats e.nd 
th~ a~olliat1 met and expreaeed · the desire that all 
,sooialiat.e sho11-ld . trt\At ·.each other with mgtaal oonsid~a~ 
tion and -oomplete · oommo.n anderatanding. . A baµq11et. 
oono.h1'ded·tbil· congress. Oaferio, the dieoiple of Bakunin. 
4rtnk ~-~it~ ~ th~ _German ~ta. De Paepe, 
the lliniat, toeried the memory o! Bckunin. AU· 
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~11;'\W,",, fierJ . lf'oJ!da aga.iJ.I~. fhe .. Stat.e; hie ,f.alk o( thQ 
~v~~ .. Jda. b~ aorcw Eq,.;tp bQoet .lint one 

. and f.4f!P, another , ~~n :hid eaW aeemingly in 
v,.pour •.. BJ».okel. All . ~·s. ~tional poll"oia, hit 
oppoeition to. the. parijawentary joint atook .republic, h~ 
~th in ~he Commune an4 not t.l;le empire,.*med vanities. . . 
Marx was 119t rec()nQUed .wit4 Bakunin at .theee «>n(eren~ 
~· The fllll·e~kl reyoJutionary inspiration -of bofrb 
;w.e~ ." mad~. subsidiary to the parli&Jnenta.r.y ideN. of 
~aA~; from: whom the SQoial dem()pl'&ta .drew their fa.t.a.l 
~if~!4o~. ~inpe . t.h~ ~JS,. of the .Comm.one .. the alQSP 
~! -~~' "'fhr9ugl! ,.~Qj~r~ .. s~reae•to vjotmy," hM. 
~ · sq~ijt.u~ . for, .. ~zj ·~oen,b: ' '°W orken .of aU 
lands, . unit.el Ypo._ ~ve · nothing to lose but your ohaiosl 
' . . ' 
You have a. world to gain!" 

"To.set abou~ to make a revolation," said Lassalle, "is 
the folly of immature minds, w:hioh hav.e no notion of the 
laws of history." Thus he interpreted the events of 1848 
114 . an argument for direct univere&l suffrage. Thue his 
4isoipl81' interpre.tated the a.vents of 1871. BelieVing that 
it ·. understood the laws of history the European t!OCi&l 
democracy buried eooialism and attempted to ~urder 
oat.right the European proletariat in the world war of 
1914 to 1918. 1'he war ended, it h•d given birth to 
FMCism. With this hopeleaa movement of middle-cla.aa 
suft'r•ge, the . anarchists seriously thought of identifying 
themselves • . They imagined suoh a.n alliance to be an 
honour to Bakunin, just as the ~rrlets thought they 
tv.ere honouring Marx by repudiating hit revolutionary 
prinoipiea. 

"And .io yo~ iht.;fr: thai Maa.00 Bakunin were atone,~ 
ea.id my mend. . 
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"Ye1," I replied, "l think tha.t they were.at one: 
l.fiel~~l.heY ljere ·on~r~ a'nd. ii{· -~r<fti~ 
Bill \hi&)' ·~~li.*ed ~dt>'ltsJlD'in41 .e~ed'"~t 
filil~"·it #cMI bMr.do·ri>r- u 1ilt'to ~'°~ the llr!ai~ pilf't: 
-·~·-.I \.l " t I .............. ., .. :. ; • • 'otl) I - ..J.!.tl:-" (., I(.. ,' '1l '.l!! fl ll. • 111-.. oy Jempe ........... ., ..., eaa · a t"""'·""'r ·ro1.,; eaou · u&&u 

felt -hlit1work .wl)e ~-~~-the< dne·ikm ?r 1rt~!" Wit 
dev&>pecl lltroilg 'p8r800Allt)r~ .. . And Wlieiilhe two~·.irow; 
penala'6litiee came •iD.th ~'hfilct thrOugh ~e iia.ture" of''thlfft 
lieepeouve · taaks, · the ~t~&I - &ii~oi;ii&mi · of··· tli&lr 

. ·tem~ent diapla-yed theniaelv~; fim O.me foo'-,"ilill? 
OaltM th~lvee 1i~ipte8' of·~e Wise 'men, &na· 1m~i1l'd4 
theii 1'.ooideti:tat 001li8ioni_. into ~ aiSOO~. of p~;: 1)1) 
,wij' iio~·1urow the·friefttiwlio'~• u..-1to"q~1··t Aita 
ao ~n~t"!knbw th-e·~~w.oq'.)w·:--fio~ .;te ··&ft~"UY a~fle' 
~w1Eid of' a: iielhi~ ~o~t? ' Man '. and . ~ffifin · 1b.•t~ . . . 
auft'ered at the hand.It of th.eee mental nuinaktlll8. · ·· ' ' · 

"But how· would you define the difference between the 
.t .wo men, " purBued my friend. · · · · · · · 

" Very easily " I &D8wered "Marx DEFINED the . . , 
Social Revolution, whilst Bakunin EXPRESSED it. The 
Jlrst stood for the invincible logic of the O&Use. The eeoond 
concentrated in hia own person its unquenchable spirit. 
Marx was an impregnable rock of fif&t priiioiples, remora. 
eleuly oompoaed of facts. He dwarfed the intelligence of 
Capitalist society and witnesaed to the indeetrnotability of 

. Socialism. He inc.a.mated the proletarian upheaval . He 
~ the immovable mountain of the revolution. Ba.kunfu, 
on the o.ther band, waa the tempeat. He aymboliaed the 
ooming flood. Both weie great brave men; arid togeth~r 
they gave · completeneea to the certitude of revolution. 
They promised auoce88 by land an4 by wa.ter. They 
·~.s.~inex11a~tibie '"P.ileiroe, '11i11~ atabili~ • 

l ............ ..p .. t . '1' ".i. .1:, •! I •. .. J ,,.•, 
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ioevtt.bJe growt.b, and tilrelee•. resiRl.ees .t~ok. Who oan 
oonooiff of • world not. made up of laud and ,,,.ter t Who 
0at1 oonoeive of the 8"lal ltlWOfu~ii>'D·Wft.hout the work of 
~ md Bakunin! • . ,,. ·,,r .. .... :.. 

-..., ~ ,j . .. ·- . .. . ' \' '" 

·;··.But. my friend ,.,.. not: oonvinoed, IO /ft. tutoed.-t!)I, 
other eubjeot.e. .. ; ~. • -.... 

. . . . 

.. 

• 

. . . . ...... 

. -. .. .. . : . 

. .., 

. .. 

.. 
f. • # • •• 

' I ' , ._ '' 

. .~: 
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11.any oomiadea have found it bard to underataod tibe 
illtiPF Ill....,_ lltm»a-1 Bthunia. The etory·ia lflfll"! 

eimple and oan be told clearly. 

During · his imprisonment and exile, Bakunin wu 
.Ur.eked by Marx and the latter's friends. Bakunin 
1111Dmariaed the attack :-, . 

... tvhile I waa llavinc a Ear from amuamg timo in Getma,o and 
R.u..i.o f~, aod in Siberia, Man aod Co. were peddliog, 
clllnouring &om . the. ~. pubUal)liig in ~n~laJl . ~ 
·Gcimao de~papon. thc·•moat a:bominable rumows ~t me. 
They wd that It WU untrue to declare that I bad beon imodsoood 
in a fortaeu. that, on 'tbC ci>ntrary, Czat Nicholas bad rcc:eived mo· 
with open amu, bad provided me with all poesible CO<\veaiooca 
and enjoyments, that I was' able to amuse myself with ll1bt 
w6mco, and bad an abundance of cbampagoo to drink. This waa 
infamous, but it was 11lso aaapid." 

After Bakunin arrived in London, in 1861, and eettled 
down·tobieworkon Herzen'sK~ an English newspaper 
published. a statement by a ma.n named Urq11hart, declaring 
that Bakunin had been sent by the Czar to act as a spy. 
Bakunin challenged his calumniator a.nd hea.rd no inore 
of the matter. 

In November, 1864; Bakunin had an interview with 
Marx in London. Bakunin described the interview in the 
following terms:-. 

"At that.time l bad a liulo note from Marx, in wblcb be"ukod 
me w.hctber be could come to see me the next day. I wwered ia 
the af6nnaU'fOo and be c:amc. We had an espla.utlon. Ho .aid 

. that e bad a'cftr saJd or done aoything agdoat me; that, on the 



•• 
. ..-~It• •m• .i..,. Le• .., ·a. &ieod, -4 bW 19Ciliacd 
.. .. ,. "tfllla fipr--.. · l .... eblt lie - ·t,lng', 1>dt I •ally no 
, 1'lrwer --.,..,. ••• ..U• w. .. Tbe reoen ol 119o ao41 ;1t ... 

•Qu 1lliJhil••l111 tme~;.iaaa111tber COAnOllldoll. I · be., 
. M ~ bMJ .uca •.,.,.. put In lhe foudatiOQ of llhe ?me.ma· 

•nnl, .J ·'-1..S tbo msaifcJeo w~ltceD b1 him lo the nam. ol 
t1'al>IO~iillo.1 Geoeal Cooncil, a rnni&lto W'blch wu wdsllty, 
....-i.1111!1 profound, like cYeqtbiog that came ftom· hie pen 
wltca lie •• oat cnpged io pcnooaJ 'POlcmie. In 11 word, w~ 
pa•d ou~....-dly, on the bat of terme, althoagh I did not nitum 
.. ritit." 

Wti~. to .&ngels, under da.te, November 4:, 1864~ 

ll•l'X Sl:!>f ... -
• • B.Wmtii 'liFUbes tO be •ml:ittod to ydu. He has ltft for 

' lti.ii. ~·· ·:1 ~.., iilm ycatetdai evening~~. ~re~ c~ a}~· lint 
· · t.i'nie'Wt ~ yeus. He said that after the · fail~r!= io Poland 

b6 lfi~. in ·runne. i:oolinc bi~1f to participation in die Socia
ilit t.fovement. on the whole 'lie la one of the few pe.raoos whom 
1 6nd bot to have (dmgrcsstd after aixtocn ycan> but to have 

· d«e)Opod'furthet.· Thad a talk with him also about Urquha~t's 
" "denunrcfitfpns ."'· · · 

• ·Bakunin wanted to be on g~ terms with ~{a.rx, 
f'?f ~e ~e of blli.lding u-p the· Inteioational. Ha deaired to 
dev°'te himeelf henoeforward ·exclusively to the Sooialist. 
Mo•ement. This w.a difficult boo&uee of Mars:'s injustice. 
:Bakunin tells the story thus:-

•1n· &be year 18t8, . Man: and I had a differeaoe of opi.Uoo, 
- and I mun say ihM he was far more io the riaht of ii thaa I. 

In Paris and Bruaela he bad fouoded a seoiion of German. 
Commuulsw, and had, io alliance with the B'renoh and a few.

. •11illb'Oom111Wlim, 1111pponed by ilia frJ.end aad lru1eperable 
.e;o!DI!-. Jlupt., fowidecl in LoildOll the .ftrat iaternat!Onal . p,, qait*A · e;f 0.llllDJl~lh .of •a.riOllf ........ • ..... J, ii!,.elf, $~ 

, .~~ tf ~h~ reTohuiour1 ~«r"em•~t jJl E11r0fl!8 ha•jng .co~ .~• 
' mylte~'"'rlad bit41Ji mdch ~ore iu•erested ID the uegailvi
. ·tlt's'b ·ID th!ii ~ti,.• •tdi!' of iii,_ r....Olutioa, lad been, tlint 



; . ,A•~· ••r;· 1G1.1oh .:m01e ~~l'Ged·· •iihlh• Clffrtlim'.w·'of.lh• 
.. e&tan~ tb.an wl~li th'e q1.1eatioa:1)f4he·uplniffdln.; *bll!t~

.• tion of wlta• was. w follow. But •hel'le \".&•one• pi.i11e::1b·•h+oh . ' . 
4 ,l .'.1@8 • ri1h• and be:.'W'M wtong • . Aw a.:· Sl•v, I waitMl•·tbe 

ljbe.rl'lion of th• 81&Yft08 from the Garman yolce. · · I-•&d•ed 
· . thi• lii>9.rl'tion M>: be: brought abOQt ~ th• . teYo'lutl'on, tuf ia 
, to eay by. the. d••truo$i'on of the regime" of · RWllili, Autr'ia, 

·PrUll8ia, au.d ?urltey/a11q.b1<the re-.orglt.niu.tlon otthe peop\ea 
. . :from below upwar@ · thl'OIJlh" :their own freedom, upon ,the 
. ,foundation: of oomplete eoonomio and sooial equality, add not 

through the power of IUly authority, however revolutionary 
it mlcht oall itself, and however intelligent It might in faot be. 

' ' "Aheady, at this 'date, the diffeteoce ·~" out nieP6Cdve 
systems ( a diffe.rence which now seven ua in a way tlsat; oh my 

. ei~j·~ ~ v:;r,. ~f~l1 tJ:io_ug~J.~)Jt. ) wa- ~~keel, My 
. l~• ~·~!>~ ,.9P., ·~91 . ~~WI tp be. very ~tpl~~.!0-'Wx· 
· ·riat.<>t.atr. ·~me~~~ apt ~ia own;~· · bci.Q~tboy 

no COWltei to tbii ~09victi~s .of the autho.t:itarlan ~inm~; 
and &ally, bcca~, being • .German patriot, he would not admit 

· · tbcn,, soy moftt tbaii he dooa to-day, the dg~ of the Sia.,. to ftee 
theiiledvea trom tbe Gcrllllil yoke-!~. stUl, as of old, he th,U,b 

· tblt tbe Germans have a miuion to ci•'iliae tho Slavs. this ·mean-
ing to Gennaniae them whotber by kindneea or force. " · · 

' ' 

"To punish we fot bei.og so bold u to alm ~ realising an idea 
d~ from and indeed actually oppoted to his, M:aa: then 
revengCd hilillolf' ·.rcer bi• own Eaiblon, · He wa• editor of tho 
N- R.Mltlln# Z.il#lt,t, publlebed in Cologne. In oao or .tbo 
iaauea or that paper I .read io the Puil comiepoadeace that Madame 
~ Sand, with whom I had Connerly been acquaintea, wu add. 
to havo told some one it was ne<lCUary to be cautious in dctUng 
with Bakunin, for it was q11ite po•ible that he wu aorne sort oI 
Runian agent." 

' ' . ' 

'l'he J[oming Adverl'86r, .for September l, 1863, publi-
shed the e~tem6Dt. by Marx that, -.on July 5, 18'8., the 
.New. RheinNclae Zeitung received twct'l~tte'rs ftqm Paris, 

• • • • 1• 

~g i~at ~.~~~ ~ le~~~ °?m~fy~i'!'!f 
~liunin, "anow1og tb.&t~e ~~ ,1'_6(1;e~tly: .. ~ m,:OQ.mmwµ-.. . . . 



,cia1iion l'i~h . the · -Ru88i&Jl government;/~ One· was fr;.Jm :the 
.&vaa. Bureau, ·~ ·the other'froin Dr .. ]lwer~k;·:eoOJe• 
time ~el' of the Federation of the Joe&. . . : · · · ', 

B&knnin .described the . effect of. t.l;li8 11.oeusatjon and his 
react.ion to it. :-

• • Tho a«uaation was like a tile falling from a roof upon my 
head, at tho very time when I was fully immersed lo. revolutionary 
organisation, aod it complc:tdy patalyecd my activities foe sevetti 

' · .~. ·AU my ·~eiman and Slav friends' fought shy Of me. 1 wu 
; , the Bftt ltu&iian' to ~OOcC~ binitdf acti~y with ~ro.lu~9(W'J 

.•.. , w:<>rk, · ~~ It i a' ~s~ tor ~-~ )el.l .!,~ wh~t .f~~~g..·~t_.'.~J

. · · tiOO!il m11truat ~- •ccu•.toiped to~lso. tn. western IIl,lll4s "".~the 
wordt llussiiui molutionial:"weie rilentiooe<I. Jn' the 6rst'lnai:anco, 
therefore, I wrote to Madame Sand." . ... 

. · Bakunin's iife as an agitator, his iu8ecurity of exia· . . . . . . . .. . . , . . 
t.eiioe,: hi8 ·~·tire · maf1ner of livjn~ ren~ered if easy. to un· 
dermine· hie p~tig~.by. sowing .suspicion. This was aho the 
·pQli~y of.the Russi&n. E.mbas&y. In order ti<> reply ·to MArx 
~d tlie Czarist traducers, Bakunin Wrote. to George Sand. 
·The text -of G-0org~ Sand's letter. ' to .the Zei'"ung,"-_dated 
·A'llg\ts~ .. 8.:'1848, ~ r6produoo4 on P,ag6-5· of tt.& Ap~CU,x J, 
;aer declaration rehabilitated B,ali:unin· as 8: revohitioi.ia.ry 
and a. victim of sla.nderoua oonspira.cy. . , .. ., ·' 

' ' ~ 
,.., ' ' . . 

Sle.nder nevt-r dies. In 1863, 'vheu he was &bout. to 
enter . Switzerland, a Basie paper declared . that .he. , had 

. . . . . • ~J • 

in-roli>ec) Poli&h refugee_s in ~ter whilst reni•ini~~ 
ill)miine~ ' German SOOialiSt ( sic ) pariodioaJe . ooo8ta11iiY.. 
8lir.ijc1ered . him .. Marx . n~y.er · miBsea a. ·!Jhanoe' of spea~l.ii_& 
ag:; · ~'fu~f'hiln. · · · · ~ · · · · · · 

l ( ' '. ' ' . •.• ' ."' .;.:r"-; !1). : · : \ . • , ,; .... ·' 
. . .. . 

- •·Otto Ruhle hail de&Oribed how Marx' wrote to a. y0ung 
Ruasiani ' •king information ·reg&rding · Bakunin . .. lfatt 
... -~ hi8 ; old •, trick ofattein'pting tO diacredit llakunin'. 



h .ftlMOlla ol Obn.pitaey, M•• tefefted to llall•nlil ·• 
n•rd.itl ,Pian~~- 1 ·M't i111&to if lle·M ariO' ·~ 
frWM,." Marx penuecleti . too Well: fot Mit bl>~ 
f<>1'W(mied · the letter ~ Bakunin. Marx oom,lained of the 
reaul\: "lhlk•""- atltJtW TttmMJ/ of e~ e-.f'C·lftll~ to 
UC'UH a at11timenf.al entree." 

Ruhle com~nta-
••TbJs llefttil)leO.tal e11tcee qot ooly ~d-=d ·to Bab1aln • 

credit •. aot o~ly l~owi;d ~goo~ .feeling ind W• i°'lfbt. but 
~ved~a ~,tee ~ioJif~~.·~ tlaaq_ the bi~log .cyoieiam 
«nd ~ ·~gatory .jii!Of~~ Wh.h:b i ~ WU 9.!)900,Ate~ (.c,ynicism 
ancl'i~f~ ~¥tJ1. we~ ~ly mu~ ~or oi11~!'.rmmcnt) .'.' ·. . . .. 
. Bakunin wrote:-

"Yo11.uk whedior I ana still your &ieod. Y•, mo~ t:lwl ever. 
my ~r Mau. for I uadonaQd ~ ibaa ever b9w tig,bt p 
were to walk ialoQg the bcoad road of the 'oconomic ~vQlutioa, 
to Jnvitc'm all to folfow yoll'; an;l to den~co all th<n,c wbo 
~d off· into the· by.waya of nationali.t oz e~usi9ety politlail 

• 
~ I am aow doing ~ you bogu.eo dO . mo.N tlMltl 
t~tY, yc.ua ago~ Slciu I fOttmlly amd publldy aid aoocl.bye 
to t~;~lll8!»l• of the Beme c;.,..,_, I lal~,nQoda!Dt eoclcty, GO 

othei DtlHca than th: world. of tbo worb:t1. My £ubicdaad i. no.
the laticmatioml, whose cliW' founder you bave becci. You 10C 

then cleat fric11d, that I im your pupfl-nd I am proud to be dds. I 
think I have said enough to nuke my pouoiial position an:t foclioga 
clear to yov." 

Bakunin meli ~&r;&: with aimplioit.y and friendtbip. 
Ruhle points out that Bakunin ende&Tonred ho•I1 to be 
on good terms with Marx and to avoid friction. He add• 
t'b&t Bakunin loved tlie peasants· and de'8sted intell99~.U•m 
and abstrt.ot 1y1Jtems, with their dogmatilm and intoleranoe. 
H,. hr.t.ed the.~ ·8~'8. iod;u.et.riltU••· aoA ooicrzli. 
~-He~·~• ~~iaten.. ·clitJike for:Judeilm,: .. e;1h: 

- ~ Qon.sidered loq~ion&, iotrignins. and exploiW.ift. .AJl 



~t an~ortty a.o.d tlMlorle"'« tot 'wb.ia b• 'ht ·~ ~*"•c
ti-" 'a1>h1?frenoe.,,..., ~OI' hi .... in~r'*'\ed in . ~&'. •. ~ 
'°'ml!l llarx'• .elf~ bltplel'able. 'f9'.he mu'8recl bia 
.plrik&l tepagnaoe. and ant1goniam for \he ut. ,of 
bnUffing \he mo~ent of struggle towards Freed"olll, ftom. 
loyalty to the worl:eta, a.nd from a seo.aa of justice to'Ma.tx'a 
worth as a. master in the struggle. Bakunin's loy&lty &Dd 
upiration aft.er ftjendship wert magr.Ufioent. It lent..bim. a 
~re the.ti dwar& ~ enTIOIJ.I awl oon•emptible 'Ibric in~ 
to a.mere pigmy. With j•tioe Bakunin says of Kara: All 
hW.politioal oirole:-

"MAa; loved his own penon· J'6IJCh rnoie than' he lond· ho 
&lcods aocl ~. aod no frieadablp cxiald hold water IP,Wt the 
1ilghtmt wound to ilia ftnlty. He·.wQQlll fat more . ·te.dllr tolgm 
Pi(idclity to bis pbilosophical and. eoeiall~ .aytfCID ••• : .liars will 
DCTq f~give a tllght to Q.is person. You muat wonlaip i..lig1 ...... o 
an l«Jol of him; ii he it to loft you in l'CtQm; you rmaet at .. t fcu 
.him. if be it to tol~ you. Ho Ubs to soaollDd him-eel( wk:h 
pygmii:i, with 1Kbya a.ad~ All tho 1amo, tMM am tomc: 
mnuld>lc men amoaa bis intillllltet. 

"In gtnctal, boweYu, one may say that in the circle .. of tfan'a 
intlmato there it very little brothedy ri.nkr;ios., but • great deal ol 
imcbklat:IQll and cilpl0tmey'. 'f.bofw i. a •ort of Cldt etNale. Ind a 
com~te bot•eoo tho.sclf-lo-ret of the ftrioua pe::IOM ~~ 
ed: aod'iwbote nnity Is at work. tbete is no looger place for brodaerlJ 
c.Ilbg. B'f'llry oao la on hls guard. ii afraid of being wtifW, o( 
·~ ilMlhllatecl. Ma.ex". tltdo la & tort or mutual Mimi rat! 00 bi
ecy. Mm la tho chief distributor of hoaoun, but i• tl.o intadlabl1 
pe.rt.ldious and mallcloua, the neTet ftank wt opoa, i ad tor to: tbo 
pertoelitioa ot thoeo whom be 1111pects, or who han had the ~la -
fOltune ol Failing to aliow ail the TI1110ration ho czpectt. · 

"A. aoon aa ho bu ordeled a penoc;ution, ~is no lirialc co 
the bate0eu and infamy of cbo method. HfrQtelr a Joy. !¥i.baa'.i.ciuncl 

. him in LoadOll and .io Paocc aod aboft all in Ger•DIQy ;· a n11aid« 
of~,moreorl- ~. ~.mo~~ ~latl-r~ Jewa 
{~ ~ ot Jews you can Qad all ofti tho p!M!e), ·i:o~ om
"°1eft, 1»ti1i: c1er1n, 11ta or 1.ttett, · polidtiMM, • · ~[M•ikw 



• r .Bakunin had & profound respeot. for Marx's intelle~ 
toa.l: ·abilities and scientific eftleieocy. When he read 
.llan:'e O~ he waa amazed, and pro·mptly aet to work 
upon tranala.ting it into Rll.88ian. He tranelated The O~ 
"'""iat. MMtifuto into RQ.88jan j.n 1862 • 

. . . . . . . . . 
. 

'· , : W'l'i~· to Horzeri, 'Baknnln .aid :-. . . ~· . . ' 
" . " P9r . fl~-tweaty . roan Mm haJ wvod the caute of 

· ,. ~~~ill*.D'.~· ~lcallJ~ aod loyally, ulrjag tbo lead or c'veiy 
· · :~pn ¥ i ~: !'should oner· forgive myself if, out of pomomJ 

moiivos. I~ tb dcsuQy, oi dirn'lntth Man's bcoet1cia1 Jn£1ue1oce. 
Still~ I DJAyl>Cfnvoiwid hi a•atniggie 

1
igain11t him, not becauae h.e 

. bu woundod·me penooally; but bee.use or·tbC: State Soclaliam be 
,. 1 adv0cata: .. . . .. . 
'·· J•··I« J· , . . . -• Jlt -.• ~ ... - • • ' 

• · :•Balfu.nih deeoribeti how simple and. personal wa.s the 
d&U.-of'the s~ruggle being ren·ewed . . He writes:-
·~ ., . ·. .. . . •J•, ,., . :· • . 

1 • . .. At tb.e i>.c:c. Coogrcas in Geneva, the VCCctal1 Commwll&t, 
Becau, pie me the flat, and la yet only, volw of the o&ttcmclJ 

. importat, Jmmed, profound, althougil very ab.tract work Ciplt•I 

.' Then l "l8de a turiblc mittakia 1 I fo.rgot to write Man in Ot'der 
, .. to ._thi~ him· ... I Ci1id oot .hasten to thank him, and to pay him a 

oomplimeo~ 11,PQO •. his roally outatandlog book. Old Philip Becker 
..,bo bid known MU. Cot a very loog time, Wd to me, whell be 

' ·'&caid' of tb1' fo.i:jetf\iln- : 'What. you haTeU't written to him 
~:.';,Yi:tJ> '.¥ariwllrneve1: ·rorgivo you' .r.. · . · . 



.he d,id,. not believe tha\ ..it could lead t.o · a . reetUU~ of 
hostilities. It did. Frau ·Marx- wrote to Becker ae follow:-

. 1< ·· · . .· . 
"Ha.Ye yo'li - or Jle:ud iDythicig of ·~n? My· huabaod 

acsit him, a an old Heplian. hii book - not a WOid. or ·a aign • 
. ~ muat be somtliing uodemeath this I One c:annoc ttlllt lllJ of 
thcae Rual"°'' if they ~ not in the ecrvlcc of the Little Father 
in R~ .. !a. then they arc m .Hct2Cll 's scrv ice he.re, which amount• 
to muJ; the same dliog." · . · 

Bakunin wae unable t.o persuade th~ Berne. Congrees 
J • • • 

of the League of Peace an4 Freedom t.o adopt 16 .revolu-
tionary programme and t.o affiliate t.o the International 
B~ resigned, ~ in ooujunction with· &cker;. founded ·the 
·mternationa.l Alliance of Social Revolutionaries. me· aim 
.~aa to affiliate · th~ AJ1ia.noe to the Ibtel'!latiQnA.l. ,At tliil 
.time, Bakpnio'a programme was somewhere. between that 
of Marx and Proudhon. 

Mehring describes Ba.kunin's pla.oe in rttlation to Marx 
ae follow.11 :-- . . . . . 

"Bakunin bad advanced far beyond Ptoudhcxt. having ab
aorl>ed a larger ttieas~ of BW'Opoan cultllt'e; ·and he uodemood 
Maa much better than Proudhon htd done. But he was not ao 
intimately IMXjUaiorcd with German philosophy as . Man; nor btd 
be made.so thorough a 1tudy of the class strugglol of We.Mm 
Boropcan nations. Above all, his ignor.ancc. oi p.olitlcal ccoaoaiy 

was much more disastrous to him than ~Ot'l\QCe of ~tu~ science 
had been to Proudhon. Yet he wu revolutionary through and 
through; and like Marx and Lassalle, he had the gift of making 
poople U.ten ~o him. 

"Marx favoured oentr&liam, as manifested in the contem
porary organisation ot eoonomjo life and ot the State; Baku
nin favoured federalism; 'llt'hi•h had been ihe organisational 
principle of ihe ..,reoapi*alllt era. That was why Bakunin 
fonvd moat of his adherents in Italy, Spa.In, 11nd R-la. in· 
:ooouiea wh•r• · capitalist de•elopment ,,.,. .; b&alnral'L 

. . . Man'• nppoml'I, . on Ule ~Iler b,and, .were reo"-lted from 

• 



l•M· cd .·alnNail • .,.._.._. , ... 11•••m ..... .- .a 
i• f I Mif.al.-paw.t1tlat• fta ._, ... "*&1•e11 Mle• hrO Wtl la 
_aiYe "'Y.• of ·~i.t rn .. loa. B'Unhel'more, Bak•~ looked 
~ •P: mile~' ... "the •'1•6' of bl1tot'f who, ~ 'h• 

· de\til lb. fl.la boclt." tp@b,neoutlf rlpeiln for "1e l'e<rotuUoa. 
ilia ilte'iely . fl.I~ &o ha•• 'bl• ohafn• broken; bu& Matt re
~~ maa1'a&her aa the ·objeM, who mun .to'ltJr be \f·iJa.ed 
for acllf<m, hi order Chat. manhilltecl IOr' olui Wltl\t, he 
may play hia pan u a faMor of hiatort. The t'tto outlook• 
m,IJ.1" haTe Jieen ooqibln.ed, for in eombina,ion they APP17 
tlle -~ai ploture of ib$h In ll1'fory~ 'But la the oue of both 
of thei"9 ohWJliplou, th•'neo••&l'T oomptomlae wali nncien4 
i~e:..IT tll-e onhodos: •isidtty of int.Jlfth&l d0trou1ti.. 
,bf, 4•~1q·.el~•IJ!l*r of ~•.Jrill •. IUld bT t.he iuwro-. ...,_. 
.•~·~ ,Qf~•ii!t. . ~~- . t;l:Pl .. 10 ~at \a ao~ ~ ij).f'J; ~~·~~ 
a4"'e~a_pi~ .. ~li:~.P- . o"!i,lfe "-9 Ul.!t~r "fP'-~iTe ~emperaqu~~., • 

. owtiic·to '. lhe. diVet'leli6l•• in meitar lh'uotlii'e whioh loud 
•Qt>iiii!Icbt ln-'lfehaTidli.r, ' their oiipt;af\lon fa odnerete tn.thiw 
deTel1:1ped Into penoaal enmity." 

Mehring· defends Marx too eloquently. Waen 1f'e gaz~ 
at . the world to-day, and the oo~ition 'of the Labout ·!k<>ft. 
•Ill'. we rvu• feel tb6' t.heir wu maoll more to be said 
for· Bakunin'a·approaoh thaa for that. of Marx. 

Inepired by Marx, Ut.e General Ooaooil of the lntier
...t.ional ""'18ed to acoept the aftlliation of the AJUanoe. 
The Atliliation was proposed by the Genev~· aeotton 
1rhich waa led by Bakunin. 

Marx now denolllloed the Bakuninia&. progtalllme aa 
"an ollapodrida of wom-ont oommonplaoea, thoughtleee 
CW.tter;. a. roee.g~rtand of empty motions, a.nd ·insipid etn· 

, _,_.; .. . ' 

pro~~on. 

U~f feared. ·the ~e~ of .Bakunin •<141 the 
~iwrmk81111oin ta.~akioR iqdtanq of U.)fe11ole•tel 
Mtd 1iMwe Jut'&. la 1*; DP. O:n11WfJ ~ad · touded 

, 



' 

•• 
ia \:.. OJ-a.a~ dee !o..,.., a Mdinn of .the Wea••~•••· 
IW prio.Qi~ ••• was J..._ Gaillamae, &·teazt 111 Ii'·• 
Industrial 8oh.ool .io Le ~. The J1Ua · l&Otioa •• · 
fed&raliaticalJy inclined and soon became ardent support.en 
oi Bakunin. .Be amalg&lll&ted their groups into a federal 
ooanoil; fo011ded a weekly, j)galtle and et&ried a ·vigorous 
l'M'olotion&ry ·movement.. In London thie aroused th 

. impneeion ihat Bakunin was trying to' capture the Inier
naUonal.. .At the: Buie Congte1M1 of the IntematJon&I; oa 
8Bpember 6 and 6, 1869, . B&lumin WM no longer, u he 
had been in Bl'lleee1a, alonto againttt the Marsian front, 
but,. w~. ~ \JP· J>y • reeolate phalanx of 1111pporten. 
It wae .ob!riou ~ Bakunia'• .inillffiDce wM on · the 
ieoNue. Thia ·Mo&~ · elpeeialty plain durihg. t~~ 'diB
cu.ron QD ·the question of direct legislation by ~~. people 
(initiative aqd referendum). 

At. thil Cougre••> BUunin anoe m.ore broqht t.o a 
Mad '8e 1laniien that the .Manitlta had om.Wed 
eooqetnlng him. Bia opponents had tried to 'chd bia 
ioftaenoe by a flood of suspicions and invectivea. · 

In 1868, t~ ~i8c/au W oeMN>laU, puWl.W in 
Leipsig, under Wilhelm Liebkneobt'a editmalaip. atta:eked 
Bak.unin's personal honour aeverely. At the same time, 
Bebel wrote to Booker, that Bakunin waa "probit.bly an 
agent of the Ruaaian Govemmeot." J;iebbeoht deohnd 
Uaat ~nin was in the Oul!I' pay. • 

Bakmdn 880ured the appoiat.ment of a ooort 
of arbUration t.o lnfllllipt.e 'he ohargea. Li.ebliUeqli,·ttad 
DQ pfQofll t.o !Mlduoe,_and. ~ared "4at bil won;lf ~.~ 
-~ndent.ood. The jary ~ a.oeeA .~t 
I ia"neeht had .bebM"tMI with ".orimm.1 a..tt,," M41, made 



bU.wtve-.,.•kcmi• • wri"8u apoloiy. 'The adv~ 
ebeotr. btf.idt,bef'Oftl t.he- &nsre-. Bakmdn ·Dade' a spm 
GUi cil·.tbe-apologY, u.d ligtited; a ofgarett.e with it. · '. r .. 
• • • • f . .. . . . . 
... · .a.kunin · ne~er tried to pay baolli Marx in the same 
ooi.11 •.. .Mehring .,aye of BakWlin'a writings, that "we !!hall 
~ i.D \ber,n ill vain '°' any tra.oe of venom towarda tile 
Geaerr.I Council or tQwania Man:." &kunin prOl!ltted 
~keen• .,nae of jat.ioe and ao splendid a rit'8DN>hntty, 
~·~ on January is. 1812,. writing to the fn.tema~onaliata 
!'f the RoIPAgDa ~bout. Mars: and tbe Mars:~ta. he said:- ·· 

· · ''Pormoatd1:toi ~ In~·. thoie oxl1tef In LObd~ ·a 
· .JPOUP of ·IDCllMt"bo :were etmJtte"".dilvoa.i ttl the - ·ranor.!ittlbo \ .. ~JI - ~ . 
. . : l'lilt,PQ 1'~.in~e.epe pi tho. ,,.ordl, . tbd teal.~liJ 

. aod lit~thito~ of.~ bod~ . 1 . ..,...l!i of the _.JI group of~ 
•bo.d l.......,r It Kati Man. 'r'he. cwtlmeb\it penom .regaid . . ine 
u mi coem1, and mtltn'U me a luch wbeoeftt and trlierevU ti.,. 
cu. They are gn:atlJ m.lstaken. I am In. no .iapoc:t their ..._,. • 
and it giftll me-, on tho c:ootruf, ·Uftlftatll&ctiou wbeo I am able 

· . "1do ihaiijaatice. I olt1!b haft an: oppoimoftJ 0£ doillg lb; for 
:. .1 f.CSI~ ~· as gqrudnclJ .i1J1po,naqt aqd ~y .~~ Jn 

rc11poct both of lnt.\llligcncc ~d ~.••~c, .aod alto in res~ o{ 
choir paaiona.te deYotion to the ceoeCi of the pi:olet11dat · and o( a 
Joplty to that ante which 1- withtt.ond overy poaaiblc teat • 

devotion aod a loyalty ybJch have been i>10•ed bf the aicm-
. ol , lwcnty JOIS• .Mar:1 n the aup~ · c¢oomic · anc\ todaljtl 

. gc1llut of O.ut day. In the COllftc of my U!c, I have. ~ ,~ 
· cootacc ,With a gi:eat ~y Jcamcd ~. ~ut I know .no ix)c' l!i~ 
· ·· who l.a'·so'profoundly lcamed as he. BngCl•, who i• now secretaty 

foi Italy and Spain, Matt'•· &lend And pupil, la alao • man of OllC

. •taod"1& lntdllgcl>ce. Aa loog ago • 18'6 and 1848, workblg 
togedier, tbeJ founded the Patty of the Gennan Comlllllnista, aod 
their actkltiet in thla cilftlctioajiaq contima.I c.er aince. Marl! 

1 , r.~~ . dip. pioiouod -1 a!lwitabe P.rcam ... to cbo ~~o-
oaJ .Rulea . oC tho W.°'dooal . aod gave • body to the 'D.ltUIC:" ,,, ·~":f ~'nahi;.;;.. 'up.latloO* "'the >prowarlat o£ ncady ~ coon

' ~ . Of Bbopo. ~ diiiif ttit.ID8 the· ,e.n l8&a-l801 bo e&lcclrid 
c·l'flfeiaewo£ttie;llatCMleoll·md'e6tdiiil .. te1tabllabmede. .'l'heela 



. . ..--t"* ll!ld lfhacUd ll&dc '•~·ob asal• tilll!141l7 '8 e«e.. 
-. fW. ofWJf ftW ... ~lwt IO r•Mwledp tholr l"'f"C"WF114~f. 

.• ... 
Bakunin explains the breach betw6en "Hart· · and 

~If :- . . . . =·. 
. . 

• - •• Mab. ia an authoritarian and ClOClttllU.log communist . ae 
·wui.. whll: we want, the comple&e ttlwnpb of economic aQCf 1oeial' 

. equal.le,. bUt ho wuin it in the State aod through cbe State polltct',' 
through the. dlctatonhiJ>!of a very stroog aod. 10 to .. ,. dotpodc 

• • •• • t 

proY~1iooal govemrQOOt, that is, by t.be nogatloo of libeny. W., 
eeMorb'fc'k'L!ll lt the State u sole OWQOI' of the land and of all 
kiflilcd C:lpltal, cultivating the Ltnd thioagb well-paid agricckunl 

. &t1oclllfdca nnder the manage.neat oi State eogioeen, a · cooed':: 
Qog alljQdattd•~ Md~in.eric:ial-odatloos, ..,ith Saa .~UaJ~ . 

. •• We -t the .. .,,., tri-dmph of OCOOOllllll.c and social · iquallty 
thn;iqgb tho abolition of the S.ie. aod oi .n tbar J'mlllll by the 
O!llDQ oCla• (wbicb, lo out view, ii tho J16111WW1t N:garioo . of 

. human rigbb). We want the .tU'OOttruccioo oi 1ociocy, llOd tbe 
ual6c;atioo oC ~kind, to be achieved. not £.com abo'nl doYDwudl, 
by UIY IOlt of authority, or by 1ociall1t ollkiall, ~. ,ad 
~ acciCdt'tod men of leaming-buc £.rom below upwuda, by the 
~ ~~oq ol all kinds of wotken' aaoclatlona liberated ftocn 
the yoke of the State. .. 

"You - diat two theories coald bard11 be more 1baply
0 

oWO•lll to oac IM«W diao U. oun. Bat there le anodier dllrer-
- bdw:oca u , a pat'Cly penooal one • 

.. Man bM two odioat faults: be ia nia llOd jeelowl. He 
cletated ~oa. simply l:.et:111111e Proudhon'• grid aame 'aod 
W!-deM •od rcpatatioo wue projndldal to him. 1'bele i1 no 
te•na o{ abuse that Maa bas failed to apply to PcoudboQ. Mas 
ii egodatlcal to the pitch of imanlcy. He talb of 'my idelil.' aad 
...,,,,ot uadentaod that ideas belong 'o no O'\~ in r>a rticoJat, but 
tb&c. If 'WC look c:a.rcfglly, we shall alwa11 tiod tbac the best ·llOd 

. s-t- idea an the product of the inatloc:tiYe laboat of all ••• ••. . 
Mars. Yho waa 11ieady contdtutiooallJ ladlnod ·cowudl ~lf&Jod-. 
fkatb ..... dc6a1te11 corrupted by the idoU.tloo ot hia ~~. 

"wbo t.ve made • eort of. doctrimlre pope oac of blm. "tl/oltlin, · 
a.a bo - cli-uous to tbe meonl llGd monl a.1th ·of'·..- a.a" 



·.•••@ J' J ill ... . 1a:illlt;r6.11';f'Sstl, •f• PF ·· l· J&tiicl19Dd 
... 1fsl•-1

• tttWJ. !-:dl~a. d·rt ?s w; wsv+ 'tl •s 
cto6tbl. IO chat be I• begimting to bdie •fWJ OQI who wfD 
opt b;o1' ,.. "!I a~ bhza. •• . 

Jlohle bad dealt very exh&1••1.ively widi tAe •Mpa b'w• 
b-f Mw.J.~.ot rid .qt, . hie .~ adftl'WJ. ~ orp
·~ ;,.-upl(.t -.io1J.f.MMoes. •t Londoo and Ute. Rzs•
Bz'""*ia,. GuiHaumei· aacl Sohwiqulbed·were ext*leit t.y 
..... moe elhpl<>yeil by the 'l'hird International to 

Q~ Tro~~ists ~ o~her opPC>n~~ of pretent day 
~~I~~· ~e . ~ wu al",ay' • ~ of 
~~je§o. .J\ vjo~y~1:D!l llfOD t:ba' eecuted- ~ fnit. 
M""' 4*l to 1..,.it .,._ .. .tiMf.fMtr·Gongnl?it~W·h•-

"q.~. r.~"Jit .:~~ .. ~. ,-$epW.bet1 ·'1.813'; ! WM & . 

Of*Jlei&fit•30• .Beok~t. ·1"C>M. a letter to S.zga deeetibiag 
Marr• ...._,.intrigues in ooncneotion with this .Con#reee. 

. . 
7 . • . . . ' . 
~ ·deoidecl to throw a laati · handful of mud · !Jot 

hl:uatn.- With Eri~ls.' '&nd LafargUe, ·fl~ O.O~~k, w 
~~U,~· ~. r1'P<>r~ of '.'~e_.ohargea "o:ua.de. 8(Jainit 'B~yn¥i, 
oiider'the title "Die Allianz Der Sozialie$ia0h en:Demo
k~tie l?nd µie Interpa~onal Arbei~~~Qn" (The 
~~ of ~e aoqia,liet ~~Y and \he .lnterna..._l 
Working Hen'" ~ )1 E9'ery line of "1iB·report 
iJ a d~rtian. e'V,ery ~on an inju.at.ice, every argu
qttnt-.111 falti.lieanoo and every word ao· unU.Mt. · As 
JMbk...,.. ewn Mehring al~oilgh so indulgenr to Marx 

· ia· tillw WOik "•t•taa lowest rank" among all those 
pti'bllshed by Marx and Engels, . . . . . . 
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'Ba.lnmin added :-
• ..,._ ia hit OWD alliair 0 and. liocc he lllla che job. Jet hi& 

haTO it~ .. - 'J'bit bu.g.inll ~~~ .. loathing of publJc life. . 
I baTe bad eooagb of it. i lfienton Witbclraw &om the -. 
aacl Mk only ooo tbiog Croqi my deu c:onmmpcad-cs-®Uvioo." . . ' 

· Wllea Bakunin dtecl, on Jwy 1, 1876, no ~aoe of the 
11..niali International remained. 

Marxjam. <Jeg~nerated int.o the 2nd International, parl.,._ 
. Ui~tary OJ>por.tuniam a~d careerism, and the Nation11iliat.l.e 
~,i of~e tint Qrea~ War. A.ft.e! that ••r. itpve.\M! 
~~ .~~~na o( tne ~rd In~tiopal, ~~ ltlfp~q•ijox;i 

· Qf. :S®~.P.~ ~l¥1 SooWA•m in fi?-vj~t ~\Wli•; ~ de~ 
~~Qi'tJJ-.ny~ t)le _bet~a1al in SP.a.ifl. )Af1<1i~. ~Q :t1'~ tr~ll\P?pb 
<1f :F~~; and, finally, J;h~ diQ~to~p dipl~y 
,rhi$ reJ.ee,eed the Seoon\i Great . War by signing a pact 
'With. Qermariy : the great Stalin-Hitler alliance, the 
~v~t:-Nui p~t, Marxis~ is dead ; and the world Qf 
llbertian st,-uggle ~ls the wi~om. and the d~tlanQe of 
Bakunin. Marx ia dead and Bakunin strides on, le&ding 
tM workeu of the world on. to the oonqoeat of llread and 
freedom and roses :too. To-day, the. name of B;.knom 
is lined hl.litoria&lly ;and traditionally with the emancii. 
,.tion o£ the human . ra.oe. In death, he is symbol of 
aati-F&BGi.lm. He ie legend, power, and rw.lity . 

.. 
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UNLIKE Proudhon or Marx, the two other great radical 
figures ef. hie · time; · Mi~hael ·Bakunin , charaoteriafid , by 
none other than Peter Kropotkin aa the . fotinder of 
modern anarohi.em, ne.ver . bequeathed to his followers a 
niore or le~ ·g,YBP,iii~tic body of ideas; indeed, it WM 
Kro:Potkm liimaelt who, drawing ·on hie eXtensive reading 
and ·aOientllio· training, esta.bliShed tlie principle& of the 
anarchist mov~in:ent of tO::ilay.' Howevd°r~' wliat ·:B.Jctimn 
did 'yfy ' ofrff() t~1ifus filltu~: traiiii~ht.a;6£ t~~of.j-,'_id~~ 
ora~bD;S:~d ·te~tei's"lif ~arg~iiW.•n = length ''nel~ ·. ipre&d· 
aii'&Rffiiebl throlig'1out ' 'Europe. · Even ~ore imp0r'ia:o:t 
perhaps wu the ~xample of his life, a life which,. fu the 
worda of ·otto Ruble, the biographer of Mar;a:, marked. 
him aa "one of the most brit1i&nt, heroic !LQd fa.cine.ting 
of revolntionsiste tile world haa ever knowrt " · 

.As a. obild Bakunin reoei.-ed a. liberal education from· 
bis fa.ther . and tutors, who were guided by the preoepte 
of RoU81186o's Emile, but in 1852, after the death of 
Alexander I, the Deoeinbrist uprising took pl&oe in· 
Petetaburg, and the elderly landowner; frightened·· at the 
reaction which followed, sought to dispel dangerous (deaa 
from his eon's mind by enrolling . him in the Tsa.r's 
Artillery . School. Young Michael finally gained a 
oommiaaion though he had shown little interest for. 
military studies a.nd had spent most of the time 
writing loog letters home trying to counteract 
parental au*hority over ~ brothers and sisters. At tbia 
time, &oon after he had found a way to . a.bandon bu 
military career, he became ln.iti.a.~ into the .VOO.O(.;' 
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iqt.elleotuill:.oiroles of·:.Moe.cow.and .. .felt under the spell ·~.of 
Jftohte~ Hegel. the ~German .gods .of Buaeian 
roma.nticWil. Bakunin, in. thia ·it.age .of his deV'elopDl$1\, 
bae·.been·delOribed by · a fr:iend, Vieearion Belinsky,' ·later 
tJie ;OQD88rvative oritio, in adjeotivee . which were.:&l~•J!* 
t.o.flt: ."8treng"1, undisciplined poft:l', · unquiet, e:s:oitable, 
<hep-eeat.ed spiritual unreat, inoeuant. striving fo~ ·SOIM 

distant goal, dieaatisfaction with the preeent.'' · S11ch 
a person oould not but find itimpoaeible to bl'E'athe (~l!ely 
in the stagnating atmosphere of Russian feudalism, 80; · ia 
1840, with the conaent of his father who ha.cl finally given 
up all,hope of··his· aou settling down to a reepeotable 
(JbJfvi.o~ ' B~un!.n ·<lep•tM <for Berlin · to ·. O()Urt ·d-e 
B~liiil system '.at its source:: · · ,, :'-!' 

• • 
' . ;. 

• 
Firet B1aay .. ; . . .. 

• . 
Under the spell still of orthodox Hegelianis&l, ftyipg 

.'the ba,nner of philoaophi~l r~~ion; "That . wliioh : .ill 
,ratipn&l is real, and that \Vhi9h i.$ re-1. is ·li'i~O'(l."1.'; 
B~ ha.cl not yet. changed· intellec.tua.lly from ·.~ 
anything )Jutl a loyal subject of the T~. . In . . ~ 
f11~oona0io~ though, he ha1 broken with his t™1i~, 
&f.ld the bre&Oh was. furthered oonsoioualy by . ~e 
materialist thought of the Left Hegelians. It was , u!ld,,.
.the inBuenoe of Strauss and Feu~rba.ch that . B&k!J•ip 
.wrote hill first important eSS&y, Reaceio1' t1' ~. 
with.its uncompromising view of ~e&lity: . "Ttie Lef~ · llQ' 

'Two ~d two are four; the Right say .'Two and two- &l6 
ai:s:'; and the juate milieu says •Two and two are ftV'e." 
This esaay alao oontained the· famoua phra.se, "The urge 
for de1notion is aleo a creative urge'", 1'hioh, ...,. later 
~.()~by hia ene,mjee (Wd iDieJ.nt.!3rp~ . Jtb . tl'Nld,er 
hiqa· u a oreature with a eadiatic 11rge·£or mered~ot.toa. 



.. 
B1 Ml• pllrw Babnill· wt · t.hat · ~ old «*tu~ 
..,.,._, muet first be done away .with i>efor.e ~· om 
Mhie•e ·the new. :..The .,._ned Apoetle of ~ 
~ oa mOl'e than one 000•1ion, aa. Oeorge W oodoc>ok 
._"pointed out, " Bloody revolat.ion.a are oft.en tteo811ay, 
-da:~k1-to ba~ stup~ty~ yet t.bey are always an evil, a 
aromtreu.a -evil a.nd a ·gaeat diaaet.er, not anly with reprd 
t0' ·4'be · . viotinu1, bat a.leo for the Mke of the :pmity 
ilnd perleotion of the purpoee in w.hoee name they take 
t"laoe.'' 

. ·la 18'.8 blil illtelleotual tligltt into rwoal~ ~~ 
~1 pte!811jQg. ~d. he W\~toaQj'Jpr 8~ 
-.ere he -~e the acqua.it,i~ . .Qf ·WUhelm Wet.~. 
an authori;tarian oomm1111iet, •h.o ha.d somewhat 
inooJ18l1tently written ii) hi!IJ book Guara11teu <>/ Harm<my 
and J'rwlom, thia harbinger of Bakunin's futcire view: 
•fte ~eet -eooiety ha.a no government, but only an 
adfBt.niittca·tton, no Jaw., ut only. obligations, ftQ 

paMmenta, · but means of oorreotion". 1.'bia asaooiation 
trlt cer'Mived·, however, for Weitliog WiMI arrested for 
•tepphig on the religious belie& of the S1'i88 bul'ghere, and 
wh"eil Balto.tlin's name wae found among the priM>ner'• 
papen, the Rnasian eoa.roely had time to elude the polioe. 
BO they had oolit&oted the aathoritiee in Russia, and 
~ Bakunin refu8ed t.o·obey a o&ll to return home, he 
wtlr' eondelblled. in a.bsenoe .to a 1088 of hie inheritanoe aod • -enle to Siber-!&, a. eentenoe w1rloh 'l'sar Nicholas would. 
6'rey"out., with a. vengeanoe, some ten years later.-

' . 
.. .. . . Me~w. ~ aad P(.o.u.dbon 

· . P.k wu BM•a's next. rettleea resting-~. &tld 
· d 'sn. Ile' ~.pt his w~y poaaellliom of.& ·aing]e -trnnls, 
.a< Md.,. -and a mu!) wa.h.Msia; relying fur fuMa ·ao 



teaching, ·transla.tiofis from the German e.nd · like many. 
revo}utionist1J of his time and some of OUfl, Oll liberal 
1oana from grumbling friend.ii. In Paris Baknniu'• 
anarchist .ideas• began fermenting as he came in oo~ 
with. George Sand, Pierre Leroux, Conaiderant, the leadw 
of the Fourierists, .a.n.d attended meetings of F.renoh 
1'orking.men. But it was two others he met whoee 
iaftuence was to b&moredeoisive-Pierre-Joseph Pro\ldhon. 
and .Karl Ma.rx, the resoh1te the centralist, and Bakunin, 
already a believer in direct action, cla.shed immediately. 
"He called me · a sentimental idea.list," said Bakunin l&ter, 
"a.l)d he WM .right; l o,a.Ued him gloomy.-, unraliable and 
Y.t.Uh 411d l ,wa.s dgbt. ,tQQ,'/ .And,. el&ewhere B&kauin:.:be.il 
Mid~ ••M.r:i is c.-rri ing on ·tbe ·eame sort of futile activiti.ell 
as ·of old, eor.rupt;ing the w.orkers by m·a.king tliem 
argumentative." :However, this dislike for the tactics &Dd 
eharaeter of Ma.rx, whose domµieering attitude was in 
ge to ~ in,str,.umental in wrecking the forces of socialism, 
di~ not blind .. Bakunin to hie merit.8: "At this time I . . 
underat.ood nothing Qf political economy, and .my tio.oialism 
was p11tely instinctive. He, though he wa.8 younger than 
I, ·Wa.B· an a.theist, an instructed matermlist, and a 
oon8Cious aociaJist." His meetings with Proudhon were 
more oongenia.l and resulted in a. mutual inftuence with 
Bakunin introducing the French master to Hegel a.nd 
others. "Yet despite these substantial obligations,·• writes 
E. H. Carr in his genorally barren biography of Bakunin, 
"Bakunin in later years alwa.ys spoke of his debt to 
Proudhon, never of Proudhon's debt to him." 

Direct Action 

1848 was a year o( deoiaion for Bakunin jW1t a.a it. w: .. 
in~ life of Europe. In Febru&ry a revolution bad 
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b~oken oat in: Franoe agaiDBt ·Lonie-Philippe, ~- -~ 
Ba;kQmn . .waa. in the thiok of it and in .the .hair of the 11e• 
•"ttthoritiie. This wa.a the &at · actual contact the-veteran 
of .~-volution ·had made with an · upriain~, and, · .. ae ·~he 

wrote, never .had . he .found · an~here "such noble 
~lf:.:sa.crifioe, suoh a touching aense ' of honour, . to •muoli 
natllml .delicacy of \>ehav.iour, so much friendly ... gaiety 
eomoiped with .0 much· heroi.lm, as among these simple 
ubeducatM' people.'1 :·He left · n-o aoeount of . his · oWit 
~tivities, but '.e&u.eai.dif31'6, the reYOlntiona.ry Prefect of 
PoJice, ia:eaicl to have e~ciaimed: "What a man I In the 
fttllt~-of a.·re.V'J)Jutjim i.e Is :a-perfeht ~oii&; 'Oil : the 
~®~·he ·~~ht·tb ·be..eb~t!.:' And Flboon·-tl: ''"ff '116te 
-~~b1iJitl~ ·-BaJCttniDS)' 'ittw()lild'· be impoeafbl& it:() 

go~~~ l\fanoe." It is.; hot· . anrp.riaing · that -the French 
authorities gave &k:Unin pet.mission ·to leave. the oountry 
when eeeing that the · Europe established by· the· Cqpgreu 
ot Vienn& was. totteririg,)e Sought to spread tb& meu'8eiof . 
tev~lu~oo: elsewhere. . The · .hext yeM fo'nnd·:h'im aiding . 

1 tire·" .J>olish jnsurre~~ion, · fishtmg -on the- barriO&derr with 
~h students and p~icipatiug :in the Dresden uprising 
w.here·he met Rioh&rd Wagner, then a revolutionist, who 
later, a.coordin!f to Bernard Shaw, used Bakunin as the 
mooel for ihe Siegfried of music drama.ii~· 
. ) : 
.. : . Prison and Exile 
, , . ·~ . . . . . 
. . \Vben Bakunin ~ppeared in London more than. ~welve 

yea.rs later, suc~,lrienda as Alexa.n?er Herzen, the_fa~bus 
Russian liberllal, might have mistaken him for a ghost 
except tha.t spirits wer~.D.Q~ .- sqppoeed to be so maBSive in 
their build and so eloquent on the subject of niateria.lism. 
He h&d: .. strent ei8flt yeats m ·the· -ciuogeone bf': !four 
bbuotries; hand~ abOofl ; ·like ·some .. curions -m~ter '?tt 
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.Wbit. - ~ four yeara··of Siberian ~; y~ ·of 
t!Cl~M>rlw'e· ~ rob~• bqdy and vigor<>~ mWl, !Iv.• 
of ~.and;· nighttl of ~leaeneas, .it ao .deDlOraJiliba 
t.llAt 1"b.en he wait handed .oyer to '11.e Rwm• &!J..thwitiee 
.,.a buried·ali..-e m· the infamous P8'er·anc:l-Paal fC>rtreu 
(wbi9h lat« wu to 'lQdge' .ltropo\kin), he penned..,..at th• 
~on of ·the Tear-bis Confeseion, a dooamen.t.· of· 
411o8'otev8kian eelf-abaaement, which ,.-aa to he· made publio 
~1the· ~evib in 1921 and :which Bakunin himself, in. 
lia·oomi&pondenoe1 oonaidered:. 'a great blunder'. 
'· . . . . 

• i.... '1 . . ..,,7 •• \.. • 4 'l'rue .heker . · -: • ,. • • • .: .. 1 • 

'"·' 1.'ht;"y~~·=after irllpt iabmnent and exile fotina ~~~.in 
· becoming more and more a conscious anarcbiSt · thoi:agh 
•'8~r in ·any r ,,,.,~·of- dull dogl}latiem, for aa he pat it: 
ff)lo th~ry, ~o. rM.CJy-made aystem, no b0o,k .t.ba' ~ ~9'8.f 
~,wt1t~~sue. th~ world. I -cleave. to no -:Sf;•~ • 

• 
1:,Ul.a ~e.-eeeke~" _. That d• not mean, ~0118Ji..1 tJ1M 
~unill w.~,ra!'d,ioM:m.~~ qe ha4 00~!"' $<1,;l~i., 
~r . JU.-, mi..t.i®• with . · OontQi~W .up~ , t.h!-t 
Mlic>nalist.:inovein~nte eo~d ' not. bl'ing~ . .abou~ - the. ~ 

• • 
fevoltJlliOJI; $!ta~. going beyond · ~J'X .in·. b.iJ m...-iaJi• 
iotetpre.tation·of o,.pitaliet society, the State ·ooul~ .. bcloo .. 
•·4'dlllng olal!o8 above the ~xiating oapitaliati~ ~ulen, and 
that in the place of both must come the e~propriation. of 
land and the means of production to be worked collectively 
by workers' astooi&tionB. With theee .yien taking shape, 
~uniJl ~an to: re~, too, that what .. :was _. r;i~~: for 
!~ ~~µlpl~~~ent ~as ~. inte~tioM,J l8V~'1~~ 
~veipent~ : . for A t.ime 4~ wor)t~ . wi~ ,~ ~cal 
~pt~orati~ ,; P~fl'l·~~n. :tJ;le J..eag~ for . P~-· ~ 
~.~. b~µdlng;,a f!jlJt.liti!)ll ,a& an ~tot ~cl .• ~~ 
~P.1~ 1>}i ~~~! !P-:.1!:\lt. ,~eas, .Qo~qJ;f; ;~" ~~ 



• 

E!Uee · t.nd ·Elie Reclus. · But it was not· i>ng ~· 
B&\bntn· ~me~ with the· ei8lelltially . ~ 
natlir8 of the · ~League and fonnded ·hi8 Inf°A;rM-i>1 
.An'iimoe of Booial· i;>emootaoy which 800U gamedi •with tM: 
lteJp of ~pmt41d. Bakounian letters (the pharee ia v&liMtd'•)•· 
thou8'nd8 of folJowera m· · ·SWitserland, .Italy and Spahr,, 
ln 1868·Bakunin had joined the Intemati<>Dal ·Working' 
Men'a ·~tion .-nd he ~n aw that ·it wu foo1im·t0 
di~e the fol'Oee' of ·Jabour by maintaining. bis o.,P 
organization and. therefore, after petitioning the ·Gmeral 
Council, led by Marx, he waa allowed to enter the Allianoe 
into th~ lnternAtiopal "·th'Oagh ,Orify .. separate branohe8. 
'U'--~· . ·~--.l D-"-'--~•- . to 'L!- -'6.M'A- · · · · Ci0Jl8luv1w ~ as a meQaOO we Ow.u -~~· 'tl~'Yy"'·y . ' . . ' . .. . " .,. . . . ' .. ,.,_. ' , - . . . . . . . ' . . ' . a 0 . . ' . . . " , . 

·. · I " . -: , . , . 

The prooeeclinga or· the Intierll&tionM 1 after Bakttntn•• 
entry· ·are · :fi-aught . WitJi proplietJ.o . aignificanoe for tJi$ 
radiOal· movement of tO-day; it left ns • 'heritage· of ~J 
n~itorda, re&liMd "by 'tile· 'frbrkera' ·thnielvee, ·whleh . 
aW·Stftl'."rital DOW,' but. 'li~tely, it:a.fso:Jeft a -*1j: 
Iegaoy ·Of ditty taOfii"be, ~vol-ring Jlander; oontrived voeing 
idld ·purlee, whioh ll•ve an· but rutn~I' the : itoolalin 
Dlo'timient. which follolted. Bven Franz MehriDg and 
Otto Rubie, the admiring biographers of Man:, have beeDi 
forced to put the blame for what developed on tluU 
matter's moulders. . . 

. SUugle in the Inte11Mdonal 

However, it ie wrong to believe tlut.t it wu prinoipallJ 
pettJ polit.iOI and character dffferenoea wbioh oauaed the 
monUmeiiW ol6'li 'bettireen Marx and Bakunin. In hli . ' 
lU\ y~ fot hia dNth' w• •r, BekuDiil examined· the 
leW'~ at at.eke in • '"18"4* to the m. . . . of 
ttonlljia wbtOb JI Worth qd.o._, at lengthi. Be ·w. able 
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to •t· deepite all· ihe calumny! · "~Y ·for the 
ID~·t.bere emt.ed in LOnd0n a 1group~oririen Who 
•ere .. . ;{Ii .;:tli~ . true . 11811118 of ·the worda~ the real . fooilderil 
and initiators of that body. I ipeak of the small group 8f. 
Oernuma whbee leader is )Uri ·Han:. · Theee ~· 
p.aon.·reptd me aa an enemy, and maltreat me as 'IRloh 
whenever . and wherever they oan. They are greatly 
mistaken. · I 1'Dl in no rwpoot their enemy arid it· giveil 
me oJi·tbe oontrary lively 11&tisfaction when I am able tO 
do them jostiee. I have often an opportunity df doing 
IO, for l rep.rd them &8 genuinely im~t and 
einim:abJe peteOD8;· .in· reepect both of in~oo· and 
&Owledge,· aucl . ..tao in~ of·their·palliionate·~fft!Qili 
~ 'the ...... . or· t.lt.e ·prOletariat &ad 0£ a loyalty '° 'that' 
eaaae whiClh J:iali·withatood every poeaiblo test-a. devotion 

· and A loyahy which haB been proved by the aohievemente 
of twenty years; Marx is the 1Upreme eoonomio and 
8ooia.lilt' geniu of oar day. In the ooarae of my life, I 
hit.n oobre tn (;cjptaot; with a great many learn&d m&n. bui 
I .imow n0 6ne ellie · wbo ·ia ao · profoundly learned • he. 
Eng8la, who it1 now BtlOl'etary for Italy and S}K'in, Marr'• 
hnd aqd .pupil, is alao & man of outstanding inteJligenoe. 
Al& long ago as 1846 and 1~8, working tog~ther, they 
founded the pa.ny of the German oommuniata, Mid their 
activities in this direction have continued ever .tnoe. 
Hats edjt,ed the profound and &dmira.ble Preamble to the 

P.roTiaional Rules of the Iittemational, and g&ve a body to 

$e llliniootively unanimoua ~tioos of the proletaria.~ 

al a..tly all oountriea of ~ in that, during the 
Hin 1803-186' he conceived the InternatloDal anc1 
~ its· eetabliehment. 'l1ieee are great and aplendkl 
•floi., and ft Would tie very uisgrateful of 111 if: we ~ 
~id aOJaio~redge t.bett' inipOrtauoe}• Then 1thy 



• 
~ 

~oJ,rhl: .. .1'•1Jfaeoe!I oa: • ~ ia:an ,~ 
•.-:a~· .. llf!)'1-IP~• '. Be w•Wr~WP. :,,_ea.~ . . ..., . 

· ~·OOJQp~ trlumph .. pf -~io.61ld ~ eqJJ&li•y,, bQ 

be ~~ lt-in ·the Stat,~ thr9 .. ~&iS• po_.,.,, tM. 
..:a:_..;,,.,__;1.,:p .0~.a VAPV .-+·-"" .-and An. f.o tl&V ..t.....-1,: .. . 
~ "! '!"' ~II --~ . . • t -,... • • .-?'JJ .~ 
prq~ionat . .goverpm.ent, ....... ia, b3 .the. n91&$ion !)( 
~· .Bia eQOqomio ide~ i!I the State .as.sole O;tmel'-.e>f 
the land ~d o{ .all kin!fa of <>apitalt O\llt.iY,41o~· "1io lan,d 
thrQQgh ril-Mid ~tu~ 88800iatio~. UDder ·~ 

~eot: of. &tate ~~neera, an~ oontrol.iQg.- ~' . i:o.dua1. 

~tial • o.QDl;~roial en~r- wit.Ji Sta~ .~iW. 
. 4•w - .. .._ >.L . ~· ph f · ' --..:1 :....I : . ·-e, ·!J.-v. .. n1e: ~«une: ..c1um · o · eo.onQIDID! -.aoo-· 
equ.lif:J!;·~i.-.e:dl>JWoa.~f:aie .Sato.taod.~._~_. 
~-.es.·by.·th&i nJMDE;~f\la.w (whioh~.in put ~w1-it1 .. f,he,:pe'r· · 
ma'Dent n•atl. ol~a~,TighU)•· . Wie. wan\'a..te®n8ktlQ• 
ti<m of aOoie.ty"~ th~ ooifi~tioQ.of ~.nd, to;))o,~Y •. . 
~ .not from abov..,. ~nwal'det:;by any so~at ~u~ority, QJ' 

by.B.Q.eia'Wst ·QftioiaJa; ·~>and Qth~:~~,m~ .Qf 
~~bv.~ . fl,o~;bolow.-\1p:w,arda, by .tJw.free fWrag 
()fall .. kWcJa .,of w~. ~ia.tiop'7< Ii~~ -~ tJ>.• 
Yoft'9 :of the Sta~.. .. , '.. . · . . '. '· 
· · "'Y o\1: iee 'that· ·two theoriee · oould ha~y t>e m.~ 

• • • 
eharply .. oppolled tio one · &tiotber than o11r8 are. Bu' 
there is another dift'erehoe between · ua; a purely p6l'8onat 

. . . 
~. . : 

-~ ; ••Man baa two odious faults: he is vain a.nd jealot(B.: ·· it8 
. . \ . 

detested ·Proudhon, simply beo&uae Proudhon's great nam& 
&nd weU-deeei:ved repotat.ion _were p~judioial to ·rumi 
The~ i.a .. no t.erm of &bqte.tbat .MarS failed 'to apply *«> 
.P.roudbcm • .Jlars\ is ·.egotiatijla.l ,. to the: pi .. of· insani*
Be ;ttJ~ of:. !mJ"-ii4e••\ a.n4f·~onot. · ~en,and. thttt. '-Ml•• 
~a ... .,tq qq,.~. ~1~. but ,~ lf 'W'B look v-.x 
opfu)1Jft4•we ~~·.,Ui~~: ~~t:t~~ ~,~-e~ 



• 

• 105 

ideil& are the product of the inatinctive labo11r of·tf.ll;!;~,.'..-• .ts · · 

': ,lJ~ saw the struggle clearly but a~rhis. u,ul
~P froin tbe Jn~tional,. bis strength .. began to deoline 
'6P~· J;le sta.rted but failed to complete aeven.l· 
~eqritioal works, notably '1.''M 8ll;rk Idea aftd· AnaM\J> aod 
f.~ IC'ftOJdo..Geniea"ic Empm, a document full of insights 
into what later developed into Nazism. He further saw 
the shape of th,e future in one of his laat letters, when, 
a-pairing over the defeat of the Parle CouiinUn.e·and the 
teactfon that followed, he wrote to Eliaee· Reclus: · •IThere . .. 
remains another hope, the world war . . Sooner or later 
fbl!8e 'eJ'.i.orlnous mi\itary state& will have to deltroy and 
&~ot:ir-~ · o~~· BU'.t ·whit an ou~tclok' 1" 0n ·J'wy~8c 
i:S1~·fi.e · ateclin Berne~ arill' ·overcailti(»iia,.SWfaa follawen~ "·. . . . . . 
Ylien ·w t\(} by the'polioe wlia~ the d~'if 'oOOUp&tion 
<tt' ttteana o'f livelihood. had been, reP,Ireld that ·he liad· b;8en 
tti& owner or a vill& m tta1ian 8witzer1aru1: · · The ~Itoe 
ff8t.ed · tlxe dea'd.man in tlie dmcial records ii.a "Mi<iltel de 
11&kounirie, tentier."• · 

·.'. : Mtcliaet ·:Bakunin's pl&oe in the oompiny of'. ~i 
anarchiata of the past has been baeed, in the aeve~ty y~ata 
~iiioe bis death; more on the spirit. of hfa personality ·than 
oil the aubat&noe of hiil mind. · This. i8 eSpeoie.lly so fti the 
English-speaking world where his God and tM Blallt now 
~eprinted, has b&en the only oomplete fragment ·'(so. to 
f}'>eak) tranalated. And it i8 4118 that Bakunin never liad 
lhe aooratio skill of Proudhon; Godwin was far 'hi8 
~ilJ;erior when it came to formal reason as Kropotkui was 
iri. the matter of aoientific method, and he certainly did Jlot 
possess tlie .keen common sense of a ?.lalateata.' · : ·. · 
,;... . . ; ·t~ · . 

~~" . Bakunin'• lnfluence .. · . , , 
, ·1. • But. it. is wrong to !'UUrile .tha.t Bakunin was arely 
(th"''DOUil" belongs to Matx) ·&n unusual -!'bull~k'.~ ia .. the 
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' 

. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 
· ,;:·Sem•···migbt.aay · 1@;.d&y~ · a.a E. H. ·earr does; •hat 
:e.Jtuom'e ~litiy was. c:liatinotly nenrotic. That·doe1-
Jiot le•en .the ·part he pl&yed'in foundmg the revoluti~ 
&nueliiBt·mevement in Etiropei·" especially in Spain ~: 

during :the &voloiion of 1936, man)' of the anarchid 
ideaa.piGved· their pl'ACtioal vAlue. . ·· · · . ·· : 

. ' t. • : . . : . 1 • • • • • • • • ~ •• 

~oi: does th~ te~. "ne.t,UOtic" or h~:inferiority in tbe 
oo~y o.( ·thQll& more dialeqtically skilled d.uH ~ 
\n.~~f(ls into. the. F.f>blem o~ . lloOhiev~ a . jua,t. an!l U. 
!~.l'Jd, ·~ .. !ti ·~. •!.. ,t.b~~b!,'f.e; .Jf~f~ ,.,~~J~~ .~ ... ··• Pl!'Jl -~ 
aU;v~,; .~DJm801JM\D', ~~an_ m+..,,"""aft\PD&} .• Wllfe~Jl~ . \JhA• 

~fi ~:~; ·:~.i ~~i.lif:~ ~· (~~;i .. 9o~tr~c~pt,l:~~-~~ 
~~v:~~}?q ,o~ . p~ ... ~ ext>~•~ .as . ~~~ bee_µ ~e a~ ~ 
~~~:Oo~~.:~nnin ~as.s~ng, be(ore the .~. 
for :e~ .. an~ .~QO?-]. .~P.· cl~ ... to ~tl'b.~ . i.llter" 
~ti()~ ~ustJ~,~~~oD!. ~d ~ .. awJ, ati the $&Jl)e tit:Q.tt 
wish to retain the S~ate. Sta~ cannot be guide ~ -0haoge 
~~~: ~tu~..,.:~:~~}.t js .in vir~u~ lof. thati~~y~~ State&, 
~~ !£ t.J:le~ .~!>:~~or it, the;r. c~a~ ~ exist. . The.r:e.9&Dn~~ 
then'l~O~ l?e .. a. g~, just, and mor,~ State . . All States .are 
)>ad Ui the J,eiise ihat ·they. constitute by i.~eir nature, i. e., 
by ~~ .conc!.itio~ of the porpose . for w~oh they exist, ~ 

. . • .• >~ . . ' . : . • 

a~lute negation of human justice, freedom and morality. 
And in t-hia · re8peot, · whatever y.ou may say, there is ~~ 
grea.t difference betw~n th.e uncouth RuUian Empire a.Del . . 
the moat .. civilized States of Europe. The Tsarist Empire 
[read $~nist) doe& .cynioaUy what other States do un!l~i: 
them~ of bypoc~sf; it. represents, in ~ts .o~, deapoti~~ 
contemptuous a\titude to hnmanity, the secret idea.1 which ia 
the ¥ and delight of all Ehr0pean st.&teemen and oftimala. 
.Ali E~. 8tat.eil [and we might add" thoee of other 
ooatmenMI} ·do 'w~ they are ·doing inaofar . f.a 'they -. 
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not prevented by public opinion and, io particular, by the 
new ba.t already powerful eolidarisy of the working elatree, 
wh.ioh ~:1iee in . ~ Vite· eeed· oft~ dlNlt.rµoµon of the 
State. oftly a weak lftate can be a virtuoaa State, and 
even it is wicked in it.a thoughte and it.a deeirea." 

·~ ~ Jitaen to Bak11nip i~ ;theee· words, a P!>8ftltk 
inapiratlon for KropotJan•s .M~· Aid: "Man '6ecome8 
man, and his humanity b<loomes coll8Ciou1 and real, oniy 
in eooiety and by the joint activity of .aooioty. Haf~ him
ee)f from tlie y~k~ 9f ~xternal natu.re only by joini-.:..that. is, 
80Cietary-laboor; it r.lorie is ·oapt.&le of muing the 
autfaoe of the earth fit for .the evolution of mankind; but 
without such extern&l liberr.tion neitlmf irit.elle'ctil:&i' ~ 
moral libenr.tion is poeaible . . . Out..ide of eooiety man 
wou1d h.t.'Ve remainfd forevet' a wild beaet. or, what' oomee 
w about. the aame thing, a aalnt. Finaly, in hill ieoiatiOn 
~"'° oannpt have the ooNoiouanee& qf liberty• Wb&'t 
li.berty meaoa for ma.n is that he ia recognized ae free, and . . . . . . ' ' . . 
treated a.a free, by .those who surround. him; libe~y' ia not 
a matter of Isolation, therefore, but of mutuality_:_not of 

. · ~ ' 
98p&rateneu, but of combination; for ev61')'" m·an . it ia 
-only '1le mil'roring of his hbinanity (that la, of his human 
righ'9 ) in the oonsoiousnett& of hia ~hen. · 

Babnin's plaoe in all thia i 'Let him speak ·for him-
. ' 

e&lf: "You ten me (he wrote to a oorreapondentj that I can 
become the Garibaldi of eoclaliam-t I care very little~ 
beoome a Garibaldi and play a grotesquo role, .• ~1- tiha.B die 
and the worms will eat. me, but I want our idea to triumph. 
I want the maeees cf humanity to be really emancipa\ed 
from all authorities and from all heroee p~~. · ancl t(> 

oome." 
• 

( MlOHAEL GRIIG ON BilUNill,) 
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. , , . .. Sf)Ciali!lm &: ita mriou.a Utidnciea: . Influence . ·of 
dlm&Ocmtitr-&: li~ral ideas· on the 1JOOialist movement: 
1Ja1iOu.tJiam -ct Jacobtni8m: Oaettaristic &: Theocratic iM<;i8 

· in · ~liirti: Proudhon' 'and Fed'-rali811i: 1.,.ter·nationai 
t • . . • •. • - ·t • • ' • . • ' 

W~rki~en' s Association: . BakUnin . opposed to . t~~ 
.. , ,. l . ... .• ., . . . . . .. .:.i 

'c!Jfilral .state power: The Paris. Oomm~ne &: its . injluenc;~ 

on .:the. aoeia~ist . mo~t i Parliamsnt~r11 actifJitr 
and the JnternaJional: · Frnnco-PnuBian war .flnd the 
political change in Europe: .The modern labour pafties 
~nd'tlU/ftruggle for. · power: Social•sm ·and Nation.a.I . . . . . . . . ~ 

politica: .A u.thor#arian and z;bffral 8QCiciliam: · GQv.er.n .. 
~ cw adminiatration. · · · 

·. : ; ... 

" . . . .. 

: . . . .. . : . . . • 
• • 



ANARCHO.:SYNDICALISM 

• 

BY · 

RUDOLF ROCKER 
• 

TM author ·traces the history of th.e origin, g1·owth 
and tlut p.resent conditions of the Anarchiat,movetnent, 
unfolds the principles of labour organisatio11 f 1·011i anar
chist point of vieu1 and brings out the esseritial difference 
betwP.en Trade Unionia11i & Anarchist Syndicalism. H ere 
is the book that eve1·y 1nan and u101nan, interested iti 
labour politics, a/lould bµ.y & read. 

Price Rs. 2/8 

READ I 

''FREED.OM'' • 

. READl1 

''WORD'' 
Journals of Anarchism in the West 

Annas S inchisive of postage. Sample copy free. . . 
•• 
Obtainable at:- . . ·. ·, . 

LIBERTAR.TAN BOOK HOUSE, 
A,·ya Bhaoon, 8andhu; .. Nt Rullti, . 

Bombay, 4. 
. ', . . {. 

"ANARCHISM IS THE FUTURB ' .. 
' " . . •' .. . . . ( 

. ORDER ·op THE DAY.•• 
' . . ' . . '{ . . . . . . . ' I • 

. . . . 



ROOT f .. S MAN 
or · 

PROGRESSIVISM tJersus RADICALISM,? 

Principal contents of the book. 
' . 

.(1) We need a new Political Vocabulary. 

(2) The World We Live In. 

(3) What is Marxism ? · 

(4) Mirage of Pr()leta.rean Revolution. 

(5) Bureaucratic Oolleotivism. 

(6) Modern War and Class Struggle . 

.. (7)· Mat.tism and Valu~. 

(~) Idea of Progress. 

(9) Towa.T.ds a New Oonoep.t of Political Action. 

·Et.a. 

Do not jail to read this Book 

Communist .Dwi.ght Macdonald. 

• 

Obtainable .from:- . . 

w1·itte1i by once a 

Price Rs. 2 

Ll;BBRTARIAN BOOK House. 
• • ~ I ~ • 

Ar:ya Bhavan, Sandburst Road, ~8omba1, 4. 



. SOME CONTENTS OF 

WHAT IS M·UTUALISM? 
BY SWARTZ . . 

MUTU A.LISM-A Social Syatem Baaed on Bqual 
Freedom, Reciprocity and the SOtJereignty of the InditN.iual 
Over HimtJel/, His Affairs, and Hi8 Producl8, Realized 
Through Individual lnitiatifJe, Free Contract, Co-operation, 
Competition, and Voluntary .4BBociatWn /or Defe:ri.ce Againal 
the Invaaive and for the Prote.ction of Life, Liberty and 
Property of the Non-Infla8We. 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS. 
The Growth of Monopoly, The State as Oppressor, 
Ne/a"°"4 Features of Present System, Socialism, The 
Bingle Tax. . 

Mm~liam· Uniwraally A.t>,PU~le, The . four Great 
Monopoliu, Co-operation and Competition. · · 

Wliat is Money ? The Gold Monopol.y, The ProftU 
of Banking. What is interest ? Power of interest, Price 
Level theory Aw/cwa.rd, Not more fnd More ~ 

-Currency Needed. Value of paper Money, Neceuily for 
Sound Ba8iB for Money. What is Credit 1 Inauranu 
of Credit, .The Mutual Bank, The Marginal f>rod'l.U'Alr 
Benefit to FaNMr and Manufacturer, Benefit to the Wage 
Worker. 

The OO'Mtitution of Price, Patenl8 anti Copyright, Semi· 
Public. Beroice Entepriae under Mutu.aliam. 

Tendency to EfJIJde Taxes, Voluntary A&.BOCiation 
Organised Labor's Opportunil.y. To do away with the'Mcnw
poZie., of Land, and Money. 

Pages 250 Price 3.s.o. 

Obtainable at:- , 
LIBERTARIAN BOOK HOUSE, 

AltYA llHAYAN, aANQHUlt9T ltOAD, 
BOMllAY, A. 

Olt 

MOD~RN PUBLISHERS, INDORE CITY. 



THE BOO~- tRAT YOU ~ST READ 
· ~ ( ·writ~ Jo.r your copy· te•<ia'IJi . · . · 

) .. . ... . •' . . 

.GOD AN·t>· T·HE tU'ATE 
. ,.,.. !i 
By liiehael Bakunin . 

. Pages 10tl, Price Rs. 2/-., 
. Commuualism is · the d_eadliest poison in the body 

i>olltic of India. today. Not a da.y passes when innocent 
men, women and evep children d-0 not die of the so-called J 
religious warfare. It is strange to see the touching a.n~ 
p_e.thetic. appeals seemingly emerging from ·the very oore ' 
of the hes.rte of the top•ranking lea.den go unheeded. : not 

.a i:ninu:00'13 thought ii! g iven to the naked .fact that eta.res , 
lii. ~lle f~oo of evefy l:ndian tha:t th~ : t.elig_ioue and oorp
f;Dunal fatiati-oa.l ienei9,ll is Withholding the dawn of liberty, . 
iD'llling the fo11r hund_red million people a . mere laughing 

. *ok· for the oivilis6d world. · 

· Obfiously· sow.tithing is fundamentally wrong some
'f~e~ • .. Experielloe has shown that mere · :verbal a.p:peals 
.,,,1q. no.t l;le!p. W~a.t _r.~ needed is proper un<;lertita.nding 
by the ma.BSee 8.s to wha.t exactly religion is and what · 
posaible oonn:eation it can have with the state. The weil. 
wishers of India. would do no better than to read "GOD . . . 
AND THE .ST.ATE" wherein MioHAEL BAKUNIN, . . . . 
a QO,,ilt;einpor~ry of Karl Ma.rx, prominent figure in . t~e 
First Interna.tiona..l, has located the pla.c~ .of religion in 
hunian life and its relation with the sta.te. Written ~th 
& oool, ealm and oa..loulating mind, the book deserves 
study. · · 

·. · Can be had f1·oin · i · 
"',; . 

Libea:ta~~n Book llouae, 
: ' . A~J•;. BbaYa~, 

0 
, :• \ ·, • • • • : ' • ' :' I '," " ·,, ( ; ; ' 

Saticfhorat 'lroad~ ~onibay·; 4; · · ·: · 
} . . 
i . !: . . 



Haye You Read? 

NATIONALISM AND CULTURE 
By : Rudolf Rocker. 

················~····· .... Perhaps Not. 

SEE! 
What ThoRe Who Have Read It, Say About The 

Book:-

From a Leader in Social Progress: 

A BOOK OF TREMENDOUS VALUE 

Thank you for the copy of "Nationalism and 
Culture" by Rudolf Rocker. I have already begun 
reading the book and a.m impressed by its 
philosophieal soundness. I have examined the book 
and have read far enough to be able to give you my 
impre.ssion. I think Mr. Rocker has written a book 
of tremendous value. It is most opportune, coming 
as it does at this period of the world's .history when 
the do1nination of force is so highly manife11ted. 

The expansion of centralized power vested in 
political governments is the great disaster threatening 
the world at the present time. Wars, the ardent 
brutalities, and social disorganization which they 
engender a.re the natural result of such politically 
centralized force. Mr. Rocker, in his "Nationalism 
and Culture," philosophically evaluates the 
significance of these forces. I hope this book n1ay be 
widely read. It ii:i much needed. 

· J. P. Ws.rbasse, 
President, 

The Cooperative League, 
167 W. 12th St., N. Y. 
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