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PREFACE. 

THE first of the two volumes which I now publish is 
an introductory volume designed to throw light on the 
political teaching of Aristotle. I have sought to view his 
political teaching in connexion not only with the central 
principles of his philosophical system, but also with the 
results of earlier speculation. I have endeavoured to 
discover how it came to be what it is, and especially to 
trace its relation to the political teaching of Plato, and 
to ask how far the paths followed by the two inquirers 
lay together, how far and at what points they diverged. 
It is only thus that we can learn how much came to 
Aristotle by inheritance and how much is in a more es
pecial sense his own. If the investigation of these ques
tions has often carried me beyond the limits of the Politics, 
I have sought in recapitulating and illustrating Aristotle's 
political teaching to follow as far as possible in the track 
of its inquiries. It will be seen, however, that I have dealt 
in my First Volume with some books of the Politics at far 
greater length than with others. Thus, while I have 
analysed with some fulness the contents of the Third, 
Fourth, and Fifth Books (in the order which I have 
adopted) and have also had much to say with regard to 
the inquiries of the First, I have dwelt but little on the 
Second Book and have given only a short summary of 
the contents of the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth. My plan 
has been in my First Volume to devote most space to 
the books in which the Political Theory of Aristotle is 
more especially embodied, particularly as they are books 
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vi PREFACE. 

the full significance of which is easily missed, and which 
are perhaps better dealt with in a continuous exposition 
than in notes on the text, so far at least as their substance 
is concerned. Other books seemed to be best studied in a 
commentary: thus, while I have said but little in my First 
Volume with regard to the Second Book, I have dealt with 
it at some length in the Notes contained in the Second 
Volume. The two volumes are, in fact, designed to com
plete each other. I shall have much to add in a subsequent 
volume on the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Books. 

In both volumes I have sought to keep in view the 
links which connect the Politics with Greek literature 
generally. It is the work of a widely read man who writes 
for readers hardly less familiar with Greek literature than 
himself, and light is often thrown not only on the origin 
of a doctrine, but also on the meaning of a sentence or the 
turn of a phrase, when we can recall some kindred passage 

-J"rom the poets or prose-writers of Greece. Aristotle's 
contemporaries were probably far more aware than any 
modern reader of the Politics can be, how often he tacitly 
repeats or amends or controverts the opinions of others. 
He is especially fond of tacitly echoing or impugning the 
opinions of Plato, and in a less degree of Xenophon and 
Isocrates. But not a few works are lost to us which 
Aristotle had before him in writing the Politics. Among 
these is the historical work of Ephorus, of which we possess 
only fragments. We have no doubt lost much by losing 
all but the fragments of Aristotle's own ' Polities.' 

My inquiries have carried me over a wide field, and the 
conclusions at which I have arrived cannot fail to be often 
open to correction. I would gladly have made my two vol
umes shorter than they are, but I have not found it easy to 
do so. The length of my explanatory notes is mainly due 
to the frequent:--indeed, almost incessant-occurrence of 
ambiguities of language in the Greek of the Politics, which 
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PREFACE. vii 

cannot be cleared up without discussion, and which often 
need all the light that can be thrown on them from parallel 
passages. The style of the Politics is of an easy, half
conversational character and readily lends itself to am
biguities of this kind. My notes, however, would have 
been shorter if I had not often thought it well to print 
in full passages referred to in them. I hope to be less 
lengthy in my notes on the Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Books, with which I have already dealt pretty fully in 
my Introduction. I fear that I shall frequently be found 
to try the patience of my readers, and not least in some 
of the opening pages of the First Volume, which treat of 
matters of a somewhat technical nature. I trust, however, 
that this volume may sometimes serve to smooth the path 
of thoughtful readers of the Politics, though I am well 
aware that no single student of the treatise can hope to 
exhaust its meaning. The volume, or volumes, completing 
the work will, I hope, follow after a not too long interval. · 

Since my remarks on the MSS. of the Politics (vol. 2. 

p. xli sqq.) were in type, the general preference which I 
have expressed in them for the authority of the second 
family of MSS. has received welcome confirmation from 
the discovery, or rediscovery, in the Vatican Library of 
twelve palimpsest leaves forming part of the second 
volume of a Vatican MS. of Aristides (gr. 1298), which 
contain fragmentary portions of the Third and Sixth 
Books of the Politics and are said to belong to the tenth 
century. These fragments were already known to Mai, who 
gives a short notice of them in Script. vet. nova collectio 
2. 584 without, however, enabling his readers to identify 
the MS. in which they occur; hence they were lost sight 
of till the winter of 1886, when they were brought to the 
knowledge of Dr. G. Heylbut, who has published a 
collation of them in the Rheinisches Museum for 1887 
(p. 102 sqq.), to which I may refer my readers. The 
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twelve leaves are stated by him to comprise the following 
passages of the Politics :-

3· r. 1275 a 13-3. 2. 1275 b 33, 
3· 4. 1276 b 17-1277 b I, 

3. 5. 1278 a 24-3. 10. 1281 a 37, 
3· 15. 1286 b 16-6 (4). I. 1288 b 37, 
6 (4)· 4. 1290 a 36-6 (4). 5. 1292 b 20. 

According to a short notice of Dr. Heylbut's article 
contributed by Mr. R. D. Hicks to the Classical Review, 
No. l, p. 20 sq., Professor Susemihl finds that these 
Palimpsest Fragments agree with the readings of the 
second family of MSS. in sixty-two cases and with those 
of the first family in twenty-seven only. Mr. Hicks 
suggests that the codex of which these are the fragments, 
or its original, 'belongs to a period anterior to any sharp 
distinction between the manuscripts of the two families': 
be that, however, as it may, it is clear that the fragments 
lend the support of whatever authority they possess rather 
to the second family than to the first. Dr. Heylbut, in 
fact, holds (p. 107), that ·any future recension of the text 
of the Politics should be based primarily on the manu
scripts of the second family ( eine kiinftige Textrecension 
in erster Linie auf Grund von II2 herzustellen ist).' He 
here anticipates the conclusion at which I had myself 
already in the main arrived. 

My indebtedness to the writings of others may be 
measured by the frequency with which I refer to them. 
To no one do I owe more than to Professor Susemihl. 
His editions of the Politics, and especially that of 1872, 
have been invaluable to me, though I have never been able 
to follow him in his preference for the first family of MSS. 
and have often arrived at conclusions respecting the text 
at variance with his. I need not repeat here what I have 
said elsewhere (vol. 2. pp. xiii, 57 sqq.) of my indebted
ness to his apparatus critims. My debt to the Index 
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Aristotelicus of Bonitz is only second to that which I owe 
to Susemihl. The concise but important comments on pas
sages of the Politics which it contains are but too likely to 
escape notice from their brevity, and I have done my 
best to draw attention to them. Among the works which 
I have found especially useful I may mention Zeller's 
Philosophie der Griechen; C. F. Hermann's Lehrbuch 
der griechischen Antiquifaten ; several of the writings of 
Vahlen, Bernays, Teichmi.iller, and Eucken; Leopold 
Schmidt's Ethik der alten Griechen ; Bi.ichsenschi.itz' Besitz 
und Erwerb im griechischen Alterthume, and Henkel's 
Studien zur Geschichte der griechischen Lehre vom Staat. 
Dittenberger's valuable review of Susemihl's first edition 
of the Politics has long been known to me. To my many 
predecessors in the task of editing and commenting on the 
Politics from Victorius downwards, and to the numerous 
translators of the work, beginning with Sepulveda, I owe 
not a little. Mr. Welldon's careful and thoughtful version 
has constantly been consulted by me and often with profit, 
and I have made as much use of Professor J owett's in
teresting work on the Politics as the comparative lateness 
of its appearance allowed. For a mention of other works 
which have been used by me I may refer my readers to 
the citations scattered over my two volumes. 

My best thanks are due to the President and Fellows of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, for twice allowing me the 
use at the Bodleian Library of the MS. of the Politics 
(No. 112) belonging to the College; to the authorities of 
Balliol and New College for the loan of their MSS. II2 

and 228 ; and to the authorities of the Bodleian and 
Phillipps Libraries for the courtesy they have shown me. 
I have mentioned elsewhere (vol. 2. p. 60) how much I am 
indebted to Mr. E. Maunde Thompson, Keeper of the MSS. 
in the British Museum, and to Mr. F. Madan, Sub-Librarian 
of the Bodleian Library, for important assistance in the 
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interpretation of an inscription in MS. Phillipps 89I. To 
the friends who have done me the service of criticising 
my proof-sheets as they have passed through the press 
I am under the greatest obligations, and especially to 
Mr. Alfred Robinson of New College, who has kindly 
found time in the midst of his many engagements patiently 
to peruse the whole of them, and whose criticisms and 
suggestions have been of much value to me, to the Warden 
of Wadham College, to whom I owe a similar acknowledg
ment, and to Mr. Ingram Bywater, who has perused many 
of my proofs. The comments of Mr. R. L. Nettleship and 
Mr. Evelyn Abbott of Balliol College, and of Professor 
Andrew Bradley, on portions of my proof-sheets have also 
been of much use to me. I have profited much by the 
criticisms of friends, but for the shortcomings of this 
work I am alone responsible. I should add that Mr. 
Bywater has kindly lent me the late Mr. Mark Pattison's 
copy of Stahr's edition of the Politics, containing a few 
annotations from his hand, from which I have been glad to 
have the opportunity of quoting now and then. 

In referring to the works of Aristotle, I give, in addition 
to the book and chapter of the treatise cited, the page, 
column, and line of Bekker's edition of 1831. My references 
to the work of Zeller are to the last editjon, except where 
another is specified ; those to C. F. Hermann's Lehrbuch 
are to K. B. Stark's edition of it, unless the contrary is 
specified, the latest edition being still incomplete. The 
abbreviation Sus.1 refers to Susemihl's first edition of the 
Politics published in i872, Sus.2 and Sus.3 to the two 
editions subsequently published by him. I have thought 
it better, especially in my First Volume, to translate .the 
quotations which I have occasionally made from Ge'rman 
books ; I have, however, usually left German renderings of 
passages in the Politics untranslated. 

AUGUST, 1887. 
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be taught 3~-t 

Things necessary for life must be taught, but not so as to produce 
/Javav11ia. Four subjects commonly accepted-')'paµµarn, 'Yvµva11r11<f,, 

µov1111<f,, 'YPa.<f>•l<i/~ Aristotle learns from an inquiry why µov1111<f, was 
made a part of education by the ancients, that it is legitimate to employ 
studies in education which are not strictly necessary, but conduce to a 
right use of leisure _, =' ~ 

rvµva11r11<f,, however, must come first, for training must begin with 
the body: hence the boys of seven must be handed over first to ')'Vµva.-
llTtJCf, and 1Ta1l3orp1/311<~. rvµva11n1Cf,, however, must be reformed . 35(1 
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THE POLITICS OF ARISTOTLE. 

INTRODUCTION. 

ARISTOTLE'S treatment of the science of 7roAmK~ falls, The Poli-
1.k Pl ' · d' · d d tics linked un 1 e ato s, mto two 1stmct parts, an exten s over to the Ni-

two treatises, the Nicomachean Ethics and the Politics. com.achean 
Th r · · 'fi d . d fi Eth1cs-e 1act ts stgm cant, an we are not surpnse to nd the transi-
that the two sections show, as we shall see hereafter, tih·on

1
from t e atter 

a certain tendency to draw away from each other. They treatise to 
t d h · h I 1 I · h E h" the former s an , owever, m t e c osest mutua re at10n : t e t 1cs examined. 

comes first in order, the Politics second. The Ethics 
naturally precedes, as it mainly analyses happiness in 
the individual, a11d Aristotle's principle is that the study 
of the part (TO £A.ax L<TTOV, TO am)v8ETOV) should precede 
the study of the whole. Other reasons for the prece-
dence of the Ethics will be pointed out elsewhere. 

The transition from the one treatise to the other, how
ever, is by no means as smooth and easy as we might 
expect. We are told in the last chapter of the Ethics that 
it is not enough for the student of Practical Philosophy to 
know what happiness and virtue and pleasure are without 
seeking their realization in practice, and that they can 
hardly be realized in practice without the aid of Law. 
The State, Aristotle continues, should use Law with a view 
to their realization, but the Lacedaemonian State is almost 
the only one which does this systematically, and which ex
ercises a supervision over the rearing and life of its members. 
The head of the household is almost everywhere left to him
self by the State and allowed to rule his household as he 

VOL. I. B 
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2 TRANSITION TO THE POLITICS 

pleases. He is, in fact, a lawgiver on a small scale, and 
hence it is desirable that he should learn to use Law 
scientifically for the purpose of making those he rules 
better, or in other words, that he should acquire the art of 
Legislation. He will hardly learn this art from persons 
versed in political life ; still less will he learn it from the 
Sophists : Aristotle will therefore himself take in hand the 
subject of legislation, and indeed the whole topic of consti
tutional organization, in order that, as far as may be, his 
philosophy of things human 1 may be brought to comple
tion. 

'First, then,' he proceeds, 'let us try to notice anything 
of value on the subject, which has been said by those who 
have gone before us, and then to learn from a comparison of 
constitutions what things are preservative of, or destructive 
to, States, and what are so to each separate constitution 2, 

and for what reasons some constitutions are good and 
others bad : for when we have considered all these matters, 
we shall perhaps be better able to discern both what form 
of constitution is the best, and how each form must be 
ordered, and with what laws and customs, to be what ,,.e 
should desire it to be 3.' 

When Aristotle wrote these, the concludinrr sentences 
' 0 

of the Ethics, he evidently intended to deduce the true 
structure of the best and other States from a study of 
various constitutions and from a study of the causes which 
tend to the preservation or decay of States and of each con
stitution. This is, in fact, to some extent the plan followed 
by Plato in the Laws, though he does not go on to draw 
conclusions .as to the true form of every constitution, 

1 This expression is apparently 
inherited from Socrates (Xen. 
Mem. 1. r). 

2 This inquiry would seem to 
involve a study of the history of 
the States themselves-a matter, 
however, into which Aristotle 
does not propose to enter. 

3 As much doubt has been 
thrown, not without good ground, 

on the authenticity of many of the 
references, backwards or forwards, 
to be found in the writings which 
bear the name of Aristotle, it may 
be as well to remark that this 
programme would hardly have 
been forged by any one who had 
the Politics before him either in its 
tradit~onal order or perhaps in any 
conceivable order. 
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FROM THE NICOMACHEAN ETHICS. 3 

but confines himself to tracing the outline of one ideal 
community. He reviews in the Third Book the Lacedae
monian, Persian, and Athenian constit1,1tions, noting the 
causes of the failure or success 'of each, and then proceeds 
to construct his State. The Politics, however, is arranged 
on a different plan. The Second Book, which contains 
the review of constitutions, does not commence the work, 
nor does it include or introduce an inquiry into the things 
which preserve or destroy States or constitutions. This 
is reserved for a book which, wherever we place it, must 
come much later. The first book of the Politics deals 
with a subject not marked out for consideration in the 
last chapter of the Ethics: it seeks to establish and 
emphasize a distinction between the householder and the 
statesman, the household and the State. We hear no more 
of the notion that the individual householder can, by 
acquiring the legislative art, in some degree make up for 
the State's neglect of education. 

In some respects, no doubt, the close of the Ethics and 
the opening of the Politics are in harmony. The one 
implies what the other emphatically asserts-the natural 
supremacy of the State over the household and the indi
vidual. So again, the programme in the Ethics correctly 
foreshadows the scope of the inquiries of the Politics. It 
prepares us for an inquiry, not merely into the best con
stitution, but into every constitution. Both treatises agree 
that the true lawgiver will be capable of organizing all 
constitutions aright, and not merely of devising a best 
constitution. Still the fact remains that a track is marked 
out in the Ethics for the investigations of the Politics 
which they certainly do not follow. There is no need 
to imagine any other cause for Aristotle's departure from 
his programme than a simple change of plan on his part. 
The Politics was probably not only not written, but also 
not fully conceived, when the paragraph in the Ethics 
was drawn up, and the paragraph had not been amended 
when Aristotle died. 

B 2 
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4 PLACE OF IJOAITIKH 

Nature of Our first step must be to discuss as briefly as we may 
tt?e ddistinc- the somewhat thorny question, what is the nature of the 
ion rawn 

by Arista- science of noA.mKry and its relation to other sciences. Is it 
tlebetween . . h · h. h Ph · · · d 
Theoretic a science m t e sense m w 1c ys1cs 1s a science, an 
Practical,' how far is it related to sciences such as Physics? 
and Pro- 11 h d. . . f S . h. h fi d . 
<luctive If we fo ow t e 1v1s10n o c1ence w 1c we n m 

~!e~~~.~ the Metaphysics (E. 1. 1025 b 18 sqq., E. 2. 1026 b 4) 
'T'"~ ,.,,.,_ into theoretic, practical, and productive Science, noA.inKry as 

~~~~;{~~ls a whole appears to fall within, or to be identical with, 

second Practical Science, the kind of Science which serves as a 
head. .d . h . 

gu1 e to ng t act10n. 
The groundwork of this classification of the Sciences 

seems to have been laid by Plato. Plato had already 

classified sciences by their subject-matter. In the Philebus 

(55 C sqq.) we find sciences contrasted in respect of the 

degree of truth attained by them, and this proves to vary 

according to their subject-matter, as does also the method 

employed. Sciences concerned with sensible things ( ra 
yiyv6µ.wa KaL YEVTJ<TO/U:va KaL yEyov6rn, 58 E sqq.) ask the 
aid of Opinion and attain only a low degree of truth : 

whereas the science dealing with Being and that which 

really is and that which is unchangeable is far the truest 

(58 A). This is Dialectic, which is thus distinguished 

from Physics (59 A). IToA.mKry is not here mentioned, but 

would no doubt be distinguished by Plato from both, 

though we know not whether he conceived it as less or 

more exact than Physics : he describes it in the Gorgias 

(464) as ' ministering to the soul for its highest good,' 

and as comprising two parts, the art of legislation, which 

does for the soul what gymnastic does for the body, and 

justice, which does for the soul what medicine does for the 
body. 

The distinction between Theoretic and Practical Science 
' again, is inherited by Aristotle from Plato, who dis-

tinguishes in the Politicus ('.458 E) between Cognitive 

( yvw<TnKat) and Practical ( npaKnrnt) Sciences, but the 

Practical Sciences of Plato correspond more nearly to the 

Productive Sciences of Aristotle, and the Political or 
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AMONG THE SCIENCES. 5 

Kingly Science is classed by him among Cognitive Sciences: 
it is said to belong to that species of Cognitive Science 
which does not stop short at judging, but also rules (260 
A-D). Plato seems to merge Ethical Science in 7roAmK~ 1,for 
he has no separate name for it, and as his Political Science 
always has an ethical aim, he is quite consistent in closely 
connecting the two sciences of Ethics and Politics. Indeed, 
he not only relates Ethics more closely to Politics than 
Aristotle, but also makes the link between Dialectic and 
the less exact sciences a closer one than that which exists 
between the Theoretic Science of Aristotle and the other 
sciences. He seems usually to treat Political Science, at 
all events, as inseparably bound up with philosophy (Rep. 
47 3 C, 501 ). A knowledge of the Ideas is as much a 
condition of true virtue and true statesmanship as it is of 
true knowledge 2• 

Aristotle, on the other hand, though he describes the 
'First Philosophy' in a remarkable passage of the Meta
physics (A. 2. 982 b 4 sqq.) as' the most sovereign of the 
sciences, determining for what end everything is to be 
done,' appears in the Ethics to derive the first principles of 
Ethical, and probably also of Political, Science, not from 
the First Philosophy, but from Experience. He commonly 
speaks in the Ethics as if Practical Science sprang from a 
different root from Theoretic Science. It is to Opinion 
that he appeals in the First Book, not to the First Philo
sophy, when he seeks to discover what is 'the good for 
man ' (TO av8p<fmwov aya86v )3. It is from correct minor 
premisses furnished by experience that the end of moral 
action is obtained (Eth. Nie. 6. 12. 1143 b 4), or, as we read 

1 Cp. Euthyd. 291 C-D, where 
'lrO~LTIKry i,s C~lle~ TJ alria roil op8oor 
7rpaTTELV EV TTJ 'IJ'OAfl. 

2 See Zeller, Plato E. T., pp. 
152, 218; and cp. Rep. 517 C, oei 
TaUTTJV ( rT,v roil aya8oil li'Jiav) loe'iv 
rov µ.t'A.A.ovra lµ.rpp6vwr 7rpagELv ~ 
lo[q ~ 017µ.oalq. Plato does not 
seem even to arrange for any 
special training of his guardians 

in Political Science : all he ap
pears to do in this direction is to 
give them fifteen years' practical 
experience in military command 
and in offices suited to young men 
(Rep. 537 D sqq.). 

3 Cp.Eth.Nic.1.5.1097a28,roo' 
/{piarov TEAH6v n rpalverai: 30, TEAei-
6repov OE A.€yoµ.ev : :}_4, TOLOVTOV o' 
;, d1ifoiµ.ovia µ.alucTT' Elvai i5oKe'i, 
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6 co;vTRAST OF THEORETIC 

elsewhere, in somewhat different language, from virtue 
rooted in the character by habituation. 

Theoretic and Practical Science are regarded by him as 
differing (1) in subject-matter, (2) in aim, (3) in the faculty 
employed, and (4) in method 1• 

I. The sub.feet-matter of Theoretic Science is either 
'things self-existent, unchangeable, and separable from 
matter' (this is the subject-matter of the First Philosophy), 
or 'things unchangeable and separable from matter only 
in logical conception' (the subject-matter of Mathematics), 
or 'things inseparable from matter and subject to change'. 
(the subject-matter of Physics): see l\Ietaph. E. I. io26 a 
13 2• The subject-matter of Physics is in close contact 
with that of Practical Science, though it is marked off from 
the latter by the fact that its principle is within and not 
outside itself (Ev a-vT<f, not Ev lfAA.cp). Man is a subject of 
Physics, so far as he has a soul which is the source of 
nutrition and growth (de Part. An. I. I. 641 a 32 sqq. : 
Metaph. E. I. 1026 a 5), but at the point at which he com
mences to act, he ceases to be a subject of Physics and 
becomes the subject of Practical Science. So suddenly 
does the field of Physics break off and that of Practical 
Science begin. Both ' things done' (Ta 7rpaKTa), which are 
the subject of 7roAmK1/, and ' things produced ' (Ta r.0L17ra) 

have their originating principle ( dpx7)) outside themselves 
in an agent or producer (Eth. Nie. 6. 4. I 140 a 1, rov o' 
' ~ ' ,, \ \ ,, ,, ' ' ' , EVuExoµEvov a""ws- EXELV Errn TL KaL 7TOL1)Tov KaL 7rpaKrov: cp. 
Metaph. E. I. 1025 b 22, rwv µ'Ev yap 7TOL1JTLKwv Ev r<f r.owvvn 

~ dpx1), ~ VOVS' ~ TEXV1) ~ ovvaµts- TLS', TWV OE 7rpaKTLKWV EV r<f 
7rparrovn ~ 7rpoa(pErrLs-). It is thus that 'things done' lie 
as it were passively at the disposition of the agent, just as 
'things produced' do at the disposition of the producer. 
They are therefore said to be in our power (i<f/ ~µ'tv, Eth. Nie. 
3. 5. I I l 2 a 3 1 ), and we arc said to deliberate about things 

1 In dealing with this subject I 
have found more than one of 
Teichmi.iller's works useful. 

2 Cp. Eth. Nie. 6. 2. I 139 a 6, vrro· 

K•iaBw llvo Ta Xciyov lxovrn, ~v µ.iv 
r; B•wpovµ.•v Ta To<avTa Twv 1$VTow 
OCT(J)ll al apxa< µ.~ Jv()ixovTat aXAws 
f)(fl!I, ~II lJ£ ce Ta flllJE)(DfJ.Ella. 
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AND PRACTICAL SCIENCE. 7 

which ' come to pass by our agency, but not always 
uniformly' (II 12 b 3). The defective exactness ( aKpL{3Ela) 

of practical science is perhaps regarded by Aristotle as 
partly due to this subjection of' things done' (Ta 'lTpaKTa) to 
human arbitrizmz, but it is still more due to the fact that 
practical science, being concerned with action, is concerned 
with particulars. The Universal of Practical Science is 
only roughly exact. It cannot supply the place of a keen 
insight into particulars. 

2. It follows from the modifiability both of the subject
matter of action and of the agent that the purpose of 
practical science is different from that of theoretic science. 
However much it may inquire, it never loses sight of the 
aim of promoting right action (Eth. Nie. 2. 2. r 103 b 26 sqq.). 
This need not, indeed, be its sole aim: cp. Pol. 3. 8. 1279 b 
l 2, T<fl OE 'lTEpl Eda-rT}v µ,Eeooov <f>iA.ocro<f>ovvn Kat µ,~ µ,6vov 

a'JTo(3AE'JTOlJTl 'lTpos TO 'lTpaTTElV olKELOV E<TTl TO µ~ 'lTapopav JLTJoE 

Tl KaTaAEL'lTElV, aAAa OTJAOVV T~V 'lTEpL ffKa<TTOV aA~BEWV: and 
Eth. Eud. I. I. 1214 a 10, Ta µEv avTWV (sc. TWV 8EWPTJJL6.Twv) 

<TVVTELVEl 'lTpos TO yvwvai µ,6vov, Ta OE KaL 'lTEpl Tas KT~<TElS Kal 

'lTEpL ras 7rp&.fEls TOV 7rp&.yµ,aTOS. Nor should it be forgotten 
that even in the interest of right action it is desirable to 
arrive at conclusions as scientifically accurate as possible 
(Eth. Nie. IO. I. II 72 b 3, EolKa<TlV ovv o~ aAYJ8ELs TWV A.6ywv 

ov µ,6vov 7rpos TO ELOEVal XPTJ<TlJLWTaTOl Eivai, aAA.a Kal 7rpOS TOV 

{3
1 ~ \ ' " ~ >I I ~ \ I wv· <TVV<fluOl yap OVTES TOLS Epyois 'lTl<TTEVOVTai, uw 7rpoTpE'lTOVTaL 
\ C I ;-_~ ) ' I ) TOVS t;VVLEVTas -:,T}V KaT aVTOVS • 

3. Non-theoretic science differs from theoretic also in 
respect of the faculty employed in it. The rational part of 
the soul (To A.6yov ~xov) is divided into two parts, the 
scientific and the calculative : A.qfr8w oE Tovrwv ro µ€v E'lTL-

, , ~, ' , , , f3 ' , e , ' '!'. e <TTTJJLOVlKOV TO uE "-OYl<TTlKOv· TO yap OVt\.EVE<T ai KaL l\.Oyl-:,E<T aL 
' I •~ \ ~\ f3 \ I \ ~ \ ' ~ I >I\\ >I ravrov, ovi5Els uE OVAEVETai 'lTEPL TWV JLT/ EiJuEXO/J,EVWV a1\.t\.WS EXEW 

(Eth. Nie. 6. I. II 39 a II). Both dxvTJ, the faculty which 
operates in productive science, and <f>povYJ<ris, the chief virtue 
of the Practical Reason (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 6 55. 1 ), belong 
to the calculative part. In strictness <f>poVTJ<TlS deals with 
the individual and his welfare, 7roAmK~ with that of the 
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8 CONTRAST OF THEORETIC 

State (Eth. Nie. 6. 7. 1141 b 23 sqq.), but they are so nearly 
the same that we need not attend to this distinction. The 
faculty concerned in moral action would seem to be in 
Aristotle's opinion the same as that which deals with the 
science of moral action. The deliberation which precedes 
a moral act and which is expressed in the practical syllo
gism is apparently regarded by him as a repetition on a 
small scale of the process which ends in the construction of 
practical science. In both operations the act of delibera
tion, as we shall see, is conceived to follow the same path 1• 

The ends, or at all events the ultimate ends, of action 
are held by Aristotle to be given by the character, the 
true end by moral virtue: it remains for <f>povT)<TL'> to 
determine the means, under which term we must pro
bably include the intermediate ends. cf>p6v71<TL'> conducts 
the whole process of deliberation, till it lights on the 
actual step which must be taken in order that the end 
may be attained: this is the last point reached in the 
deliberation, and the point at which action begins (Zeller, 
ibid. 650. 2). As these means must be morally correct, or 
in other words, as <f>p6v71<Tis has to adjust its choice of means 
to the end suggested by moral virtue, <f>p6v71<TLS needs to be 
completed by moral virtue, just as moral virtue is incom
plete without <f>p6v71<Tis. Its close connexion with moral 
virtue relates it to the passions and even to man's physical 
nature, and separates it from speculative virtue (Eth. Nie. 
IO. 8. 1178 a 9 sqq.). It belongs to the more human part of 
man's nature, as that to the more divine. Its genesis is also 
different. Moral virtue, from which it is inseparable, is the 
outcome of correct habituation: the germ of it only, an 
undeveloped perception of the good and the bad, the just 

1 \Ve note, however, in Eth. Kie. 
6. 8. II4I b 22 sqq. the recognition 
of two forms of cpp6117J<TLS rrf pl rroXiv: 
one dpxirEKroviK~, the other more 
distinctly rrpaKTLK~ Kat {3ovAEVTLKry, 
and therefore more impressed 
with the characteristics of <f>po1111<Tis, 
for <f>p6117J<TLS is essentially rrpaKTLK~ 
Kai {3ovAEVTIK~. Thus it would 

seem that the cpp(wT/<TLs of the 
110µ.oBir'ls is to some extent differ
ent from that of the practical 
statesman and less characteris
tically cpp6117Jcris. \Ye should have 
been glad of some further treat
ment of the subject, but we do not 
seem to learn anything more about 
it from Aristotle. 
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AND PRACTICAL SCIENCE. 9 

and the unjust (Pol. I. 2. I 253 a i 5), is born with us and comes 
by nature. ct>povryrns, again, is mainly, though not exclusively 
(Eth. Nie. 6. 7. l 141 b 14), concerned with particulars (ra Ka(}' 

~Ka<J"ra). Its particular judgments need to be correct, and this 
they can hardly be without experience: experience, though 
it arrives at a sort of Universal, never wanders far from par
ticulars. It is evident, then, that the faculty which is con
cerned with practical science, is to be developed in life and in 
life only. Its beginning lies in habituation, its growth in 
experience. The young fall short in both respects. It is a 
faculty which cannot be passed from hand to hand. Hence, 
though the sphere of Contingency (and this is the sphere of 
Practical and Productive Science) is that which is most amen
able to human influence, the faculty which is concerned with 
it can only be produced by a circuitous and indirect process 
beginning in infancy-a slower process than that by which 
speculative virtue comes into being, though intellectual 
virtue generally, which includes speculative virtue no less 
than ¢p6vry<J"is and r€xvri, is said to 'stand in need of 
experience and time' (Eth. Nie. 2. I. 1103 a 15)· Thus the 
faculty which presides over conduct was once for all parted 
off by Aristotle from the speculative faculty. The two 
faculties might be and should be possessed by the same 
person, but they were different. The Greek language already 
distinguished between yvwp.ri and <J"o<jJCa, and Aristotle 
reasserted the important truth embodied in this distinc
tion. 

4. Lastly, non-theoretic science differs from theoretic in 
metlzod. 0EwpCa finds a place in the methods of both ; 
but the BEwpCa of the one is not the same as the 0Ewpta 

of the other. In theoretic science, the object is simply 
to analyse : in practical and productive science, to bring 
into being. To ov is to the former what ro ~<J"op.wov is to 
the latter (de Part. An. 1. I. 640 a 3). Theoretic Science 
takes a given fact or thing and inquires into its cause. 
Thus 'the plan of Aristotle's biological treatise on the Parts 
of Animals is to take the parts in succession and inquire 
what share Necessity and the Final Cause respectively have 
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in their formation1.' Practical science, on the other hand 
(and productive science also), starts from an end to be 
attained, and inquires into the means of attaining it, till it 
arrives at a means which it lies within the power of the 
inquirer to set in action. Cp. Metaph. Z. 7. 1032 b 6, y{yvETaL 

o~ TO vyih VO~O"aVTOS OVTWS" hmo~ TOOL vy{Ew, avayK71, El VyLES 
" ~' • ' t. i • '' ' ~, ~ e ' · ' f.O"Tat, TOUL V7Tapc;ai, 0 ov oµal\OT7JTa, H UE TOVTO, EpJJ-OT7JTa Kat 

OVTWS ad VOEL gws av ayayn Els TOVTO () avTOS ovvaTaL EO"XaTOV 

7TOLELV. E'ira 1]071 ~ a7To TOVTOV KlV7JO"LS 7TOl7JO"LS KaAELTat ~ E7TL 

TO vyw{vHV. (The illustration here is taken from productive 
science, not practical, but in this point there is no difference 
between the two: cp. Eth. Nie. 3. 5. 1II2 b 12 sqq.) In 
practical and productive science the analysis is pressed 
forward till we reach 'that which we have it in our power to 
do.' The man of practical science who wishes to produce 
happiness inquires into its cause, which he finds to be 
mainly virtue, then he inquires into the cause of virtue and 
finds it to be law; the framing of law, however, is a thing 
which lies in his power; hence here his analysis stops, and 
the question which he has to solve is, how should laws 
be framed so as to produce virtue? Thus, while both in 
theoretic and non-theoretic science there is a search for the 
cause, in the former we search for the cause which "·ill 
explain a given thing or fact, in the latter for the cause with 
the aid of which we can attain a given end. 

It is easy to see how different the plan of the Politics 
would have been if Aristotle had identified the methods 
of physical and political study. We should haYe had the 
actual phenomena presented by the life of States accepted 
as normal, and the problem would have been to ref er them 
to the Material or the Final Cause. As it is, happiness is 
the starting-point of Political Science, and the object of 
the inquiry is to discover some line of action lying within 
the power of the inquirer-the correct way of framing laws, 
in fact-which will bring it into being to the utmost extent 
possible in each particular case. 

The difference which exists between the problem of 
1 Ogle's translation, p. X..'CX\'. 
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Practical Science and that of Theoretic Science is not, 
however, the only cause of the difference between their 
methods of inquiry. The subject-matter of Practical Science 
is more variable and less universal, and the faculty which 
operates in it, though scientific in its nature, ripens only 
with the help of Experience and correct habituation: it can
not hope to achieve the same exactness as is attained in 
Theoretic Science, and leans more largely on Opinion, and 
especially the opinion of cpp6viµ,oi. 

We might almost expect, looking to the language which How far 

Aristotle holds, to find him constructing Practical Science :ie~~~~e 
from the judgments of experienced and well-habituated actually 

G k d . . "t f l h . . l h . followedby ree s, an acceptmg m 1 s u ness t e prmc1p e t at m Aristotlein 

this sphere the cpp6viµ,os is the standard. the Poli.tics 
. • . . • agree with 

But this he 1s far from domg. If he consults Opm10n, that which 

as he constantly does, the opinion he consults is not ex- ht e as:ribes 
0 'TfOr..tTL-

cl~iVely the opinion of this small class, but that of Ki1? 

Philosophers or even of the Many. The opinions of the 
Many are valuable as expressions of Experience 1. But he 
does not accept Opinion as conclusive without verification : 
he subjects it to a variety of tests. First, that of' observed 
fact' (Ta f pya, Ta yw6µ,Eva ). ~VJLcpWVEtV O~ TOtS J\.6yois EO{KaO'W 

< ,.... 'rJ.. ~ 1(: I ' ";" ' \ ' ,.... '' I \ al TWV O'"O'l'WV uoi;ai' 'll'l<TTLV }LEV ovv KaL Ta TOWVTa EXEL nva, TO 
o' CtAT]tJEs EV TOtS 7rpaKTOtS EK TWV lpywv Kat TOV (3fov KpLVETaC EV 

roVTOLS' yap TO KVpiov. ~K07TE'iv o~ ra 7TpOElpY]µEva XP~ E7Tl ,a 
lpya Kat Tov (3fov f:mcp~povras, Kal <Tvvqo6vTwv µ,'Ev Tots lpyois 

Ct7TOOEKTEOV, oiacpwvoVVTWV OE A.6yovs V7TOA7]7TrEOV (Eth. Nie. IO. 

9. u79 a 16 sqq.). Thus, for instance, questions as to the 
true nature of happiness are to be settled by observing 
what sort of persons are, as a matter of fact, happy, and 
how they come to be so. We see that the happy in
dividual is he who has much virtue and a not more than 
adequate amount of external goods (Pol. 4 (7). r. I323 a 
38 sqq.); that a State, if it is to be well ordered, must not 
exceed a certain size (Pol. 4 (7). 4. 1326 a 25 sqq.). We 
learn best from the lives men lead what their real opinions 
are (Eth. Nie. IO. I. n72 a 27 sqq.). It is true, that even 

1 See the authorities in Zelier, Gr. Ph. 2. z. 243. 3· 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



12 METHOD OF ARISTOTLE 

when Aristotle appeals to observed fact, he often means by 
this not so much 'facts' as men's impressions about them. 
This is not always so, however: see for instance the well
known passage, de Gen. An. 3. IO. 760 b 27 sqq. 

Next, he controls Opinion by ' reasoning' (A.6yos-). That 
which is reasonable and probable (To ev..\oyov) has a certain 
prima jacie weight with him : of this the arguments in de 
Gen. An. 3. I I. 760 a 31-b 27 afford an instance. These 
are arguments from our reasonable anticipations, looking 
to the principles which prevail generally in Nature. He 
has, indeed, more confidence in deductions from less general 
principles: still we shall find that his conception of l\" ature 
and the natural is constantly present to him in his political 
inquiries, and the conception of Nature is one which falls 
within the province of Theoretic Science. 

Aristotle's own account in the Ethics of the method of 
7ro..\mK~ leads us, in fact, to expect in his treatment of the 
subject a larger use of unproved Opinion and a slighter 
reference to the results of Theoretic Science than we 
actually discover in it. Practical Science turns out to be 
more a matter of reasoning and less a matter of insight 
than we were prepared to find it. The interval which parts 
man as an agent-the subject of Practical Science-from 
man as possessing a nutritive and perceptive soul-the 
subject of Physics-cannot, after all, be insuperably great. 
The study of the passions falls within the province of 
Ethics, yet they are closely related to man's physical 
nature (Eth. Nie. 10. 8. I 178 a 9 sqq.), with which Physics 
has to do. The principle which enables Aristotle to explain 
the subject-matter of Physics is also that which enables 
him to explain moral action and the State: the movement 
from Potentiality to Actuality is common to both. The 
end of Man and of Society-living nobly and well (To ev 
(~v)-is an end which appears also in the field of Phvsics i. 
The truth that man lives for this end, and that th; State 
should be constructed for its attainment, is one which 
Aristotle does not need to rest on Opinion, for his physical 

1 De Part. An. 2. 10. 656 a 3 sqq. 
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studies have proved to him that the end of every individual 
thing, according to the design of Nature, is ' the best of 
which it is capable' (n\ EKaCTT'f> ivoEx6µ.Evov j3€A.n<Trov). And 
if it be urged that without the aid of Opinion we cannot 
tell what is the best which is possible to man, we may reply 
that when Aristotle seeks to discover the highest element 
in happiness (Eth. Nie. io. 7), or to illustrate its depen
dence on character rather than on external goods (Pol. 4 (7). 
I. 1323 b z3), he refers us to his conception of God-a chief 
topic of the First Philosophy, or, as it is otherwise called, the 
Theologic Science. Teichmiiller has pointed out in reference 
to the Ethics, how much the actual method of Aristotle in 
Practical Science differs from that which he lays down for 
himself in theory. 'The philosophy of Aristotle,' he re
marks, • with its fondness for sharp distinctions cannot 
possibly preserve its logical consistency. It is as a com
plete man (als ganzer Mensch), in full possession of all 
practical, technical, and theoretic powers and perceptions, 
that Aristqtle everywhere speaks : he forgets that he has 
only the right to speak as a good and wise man or States
man ( <f>p6viµ.os) 1.' 

Aristotle does not probably intend, even in theory, to 
ignore the links between Theoretic and Practical Science, 
or the elements which are common to both. He traces, as 
we have said, in 'things done' (ra 7TpaKra) no less than in the 
subject-matter of Physics the operation of the Four Causes 
-the movement of matter to an end, an advance from 
Potentiality to Actuality. If this could not be done, there 
would be no Science of Practice. He is less clear on the 
question whether Practical Science derives any of its prin
ciples from Theoretic. But even if he answered this ques
tion in the affirmative, it would still be open to him to assert 
the distinctness of Practical and Theoretic Science, as he 
unquestionably does. He not only holds that Practical 
Science aims at Practice in addition to knowledge, but 
that neither the end of man nor the means to its attain
ment can be ascertained, at all events in detail, except by 

1 Neue Studien zur Geschichte der Begriffe, 3. 354-7. 
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an appeal to the judgment of the <f>p6viµo<J, and also to the 
collective experience of men, sifted and corrected as we 
have seen that he sifts and corrects it. Even Plato does 
not think that a knowledge of the Ideas will suffice to 
make his guardians good rulers without fifteen years of 
practical experience. Perhaps, if Aristotle's treatment of 
Ethical and Political Science had been more abstract and 
had concerned itself less with concrete detail, and if, again, 
he had not construed its aim to be the promotion of 
correct Practice, he might have been better able to dispense 
with the aid of Opinion: but, after all, do not all inquirers 
on these subjects to this day tacitly follow the method 
which Aristotle avowedly adopts? Where is the inquirer 
who does not tacitly refer to the best Opinion of his own 
epoch in framing his account of virtue? \Vhat European 
philosopher ever doubts that European institutions are the 
best? 

The alleged difference between the aims of Practical and 
Theoretic Science, which seems more than anything else to 
lead Aristotle to distinguish between the two, appears, 
indeed, to be an unreal ground of distinction between them. 
May not moral and political science speculate about moral 
action without any aim beyond the attainment of truth? 
Is not Aristotle himself led by his view that the aim of 
Political Science is to promote right action to make his 
study of social facts, patient and comprehensive though 
it is, less the central feature of the Politics than the study 
of Society as it ought to be ? Should not the careful 
analysis of social tendencies, which we find, for instance, 
in the book on Revolutions, have preceded and prepared 
the way for the attempt to depict a best state 1 ? Might 
we not have been gainers, if he had addressed himself even 
more closely than he has done to understanding social 
phenomena and less to modifying them? Political Science 

1 We have already noticed 
that this would seem to have 
been the plan which Aristotle 
intended to adopt in his political 

investigations, when he penned 
the concluding sentences of the 
Nicomachean Ethics. 
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'begins' for him 'in History,' no less than in Ethics: but 
might not History have filled with advantage an even 
greater place in his investigations ? 

It is possible, again, to overrate the value of the verdict 
of the cpp6vtµ.os, both in ethical and political questions. In 
politics, the 'wise and good man' often clings overmuch 
to the Good at the very moment when the Better is about 
to take its place. Even on ethical questions, the ¢p6vtµ.os 
perhaps has no monopoly of insight. There is some truth 
in one of the many shrewd remarks which are scattered 
over the Laws of Plato-ov yap 5crov ovcrfos iipETijs ii1rEcrcpaA.
µ.€voL rvyxavovcrw oL no/...A.ot, roCTovrov Kal rov KplvELv rovs 
llA.A.ovs OL novripol Kal l!txprJCTTOL, Befov 0€ TL Kal evcrroxov 
~vecrn Kal rol:s KaKoi:s, C:Scru naµ.no/...A.ot Kal rwv cr¢6opa KaKwv 

"' n \ I \ n s, I{: So n \ ' I n 
Ell TOLS /\O}'OLS KUL TULS UO(;ULS utaLpovvraL TOVS aµ.ewovs TWV 
iivBpc/Jnwv Kal TOVS xetpovas (Laws, 950 B-C). With this 
we may compare a remarkable saying of Niebuhr:-' I am 
bold enough not to shrink from the admission that I can 
picture to myself as the inspired preacher of a wisdom at 
once elevated and profound, I won't exactly say Satan 
himself, but a possessed person over whom the evil spirit 
often comes and whom he often pervades ; and looking to 
the risk that denouncers of heresy may lay hold of what I 
say, I will not speak hypothetically, but name Rousseau 
and Mirabeau 1.' 

We need not wonder that the science of noALTLK~ is one Powersact

which is 'hardly meet to be called ' a science, and that ~~~ :~~~n 
it demands maturity both of mind and character, if we of1To>.mwfi 

bear in mind the sphere in which it works and the diffi- sit~e~e:~ 
culties with which it has to grapple. Its sphere is, as ture,_tSpon-

tane1 y, 
we have seen, that of the Contingent-one in which the Fortune, 

tendencies to Good, that here, as eisewhere, exist, are met, Man. 

and often baffled, by the irregularities which attach to 
matter and, above all, to human agency. It possesses 

1 Kleine Schriften, I. 472, 
quoted by Bernays, Phokion, p. 
104. I am well aware how imper-

fectly I have rendered this e~e:
getic and highly charactenst1c 
utterance. 
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16 POWERS ACTllVG IN THE DOMAIN 

not only all the variability which characterises Matter, but 
also that which characterises Man. 

The first rude analysis of the subject-matter with which 
it has to deal-we now confine our attention to the political 
branch of 7Toi\.inK~-reveals to us the working of powers 
well known to Greek literature and specu1ation-N ecessity, 
Nature, Chance, and Man; and if, as we gain a clearer 
view of things, these agencies tend to fade away and to 
be replaced by less familiar and less personal entities
the four causes, or again, Potentiality and Actuality-it 
will still be worth while to cast a hasty glance over these 
more popular conceptions before they disappear. 

The poets had spoken in well - known utterances of 
Chance, Art, Necessity and Nature, as supreme in human 
things. Agathon (Fr. 8) had said-

Kal µ~11 Ta µ€11 YE Tfi TEX"ll 7rpauuE111, Ta ll€ 
~µ'iv dvayK'[J Kai TVXll 7rpouyiyvETaL. 

Euripides had connected Necessity and Nature
Tl TUVTU lki 

crT£vELv &.7r€p llE'i KaTa ¢vui11 lltfK7rEpav ; 
llELvov yap oUiiv Twv dvayKaic.w {3poTois-. 

Fr. 757, from the Hypsipyle: 

and had elsewhere doubted whether Zeus is the necessity 
which reigns in nature, or the intelligence of man-

~ 0CTTLS' 7rOT. et uv, liuCTTO'TrU<J"TOS' flo€11at, 
Zevs-, etT' d11ayK17 <f>vcrEDs-, e1u voils- f3poTwv. 

Troad. 847-8: cp. Fragm. 1007. 

There were philosophers who traced back the universe of 
things to Nature and Chance, Art supervening upon them 
but not adding much to their work (Plato, Laws, 889 A sqq.: 
cp. 967 A); and Plato himself finds it easy to understand 
how everything in the State, at all events, looks like the 
outcome of Chance (Laws, 709 A); but he adds at once 
that this is not the fact ; on the contrary, God and Art 
co-operate \dth Chance to shape its destinies. l\Iore 
scientifically, Plato finds Matter, or Necessity, and Mind, 
or the Idea, at the root of things 1. ' He is unable, owing 

1 Cp. Tim. 68 E-69 A. 
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to his Dualism, to merge these two causes in one, or to 
recognize in Necessity the work of Reason and the positive 
intermediary, not merely the limitation and negative con
dition, of her working' (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. I. 489 sq., ed. 2). 

It is the tendency of Aristotle to soften this sharp Necessity. 

antithesis, and to view the Necessary as the friend, if often 
the inconstant friend, of the Good. He distinguishes three 
kinds of the Necessary, two of which have no place in 
the State (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 331. 1): cp. Metaph. A. 7. 
1072 b 1 I, TO yap avayKa'iov Tocravrnxws, TO µ'Ev j3{q, <Jn 
r.apa T~V opµ~v, TO OE OV OVK avEV TO EV, TO OE µ.~ lvoEx6µ.E-

vov aA.A.ws aA.A.' dr.Aws : de Part. An. I. I. 642 a 1, Elcrlv apa 
~ n ' I 't' ' ()' If' rl \ \ 't ' f \ \' UV aLnaL avTat, TO ov EVEKa KaL TO Et; avayK7]S'0 7i01\J\a 

yap y{VETal On avctyK7) 0 lCTWS' o' av TlS' ar.op~CTHE r.ofov A.€-
' I ( \I 't ' I " ' ' S::: / 

yoVCTLV avayKT)V OL l\EYOVTES' Et; avayK7]S'0 TCr)V µn· yap uVO 

rp6r.wv ovofrEpov oi6v TE vr.ctpXELV, TWil OlWptcrµ.€vwv EV TOLS' 

KaTa cpiA.ocrocpCav· ~CTTl o' ~v ye TOLS' ~XOVCTl y€vECTLV ~ TPLT7J 0 

A.€yoµev yap T~V rpocp~v avayKa'iov Tl Kar' ovofrepov TOVTWV 

TWV rpor.wv, aA.A.' lJn ovx OLOV TE lfvw TaVTT)S' Eivai· TOVTO 

o' ECTTLV <f>crr.ep lt 1nro8€crEWS'. The State falls so far under 
the sway of Necessity, as it begins in Matter 1 and needs 
instruments ( opyava) 2 : its matter and its provision of instru
ments are necessary pre-requisites, if it is to attain the 
Good : they are conditionally necessary ( lE vno8€crEws 

avayKa'ia). But these indispensable conditions may assume 
two very different characters. They may, if favourably 
present, be positive contributors to the End, almost rising 
to the level of its efficient cause (de Gen. An. 2. 6. 7 42 a 
19 sqq.). Necessity, if only we have to do with favourable 
Matter, may be the fore-runner, the first or nascent form 
of the Best : it may be Na tu re in disguise. On the other 
hand, there may lurk in it an element of unfitness for the 
Best, which will mar the whole evolution: the indispensable 
condition, which may be the friend of the Best, may also 
be its worst foe. The State must have a territory; yet 

1 Phys. 2. 9. 200 a 30 sqq. : cp. 
200 a 14, £11 yap Tll VAlJ TO a11ay-
KatolJ. 

VOL. I. 

2 Zeller, ibid. : cp. de Gen. An. 
2. 6. 742a 22 sqq. 

c 
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the characteristics of this territory may be unfavourable to 
its political wellbeing (Pol. 7 (5). 3. 1303 b 7 sqq.). It must 
start with a population, and here again the same thing 
may occur (Pol. 4 (7). 7. 1327 b 23 sqq.). It must have a 
due supply of external goods ; yet the pursuit of them 
may draw men away from higher things. Thus the indis
pensable condition may prove a fetter and even a stumbling
block, for men may mistake the necessary for the best, the 
means for the end. In any case, as the statesman, unlike 
the carpenter or builder, is seldom free to select the mate
rial for his State, this element is likely, whether for weal 
or for woe, to play a considerable part in shaping its 
destiny. It might be better away, were this possible: but 
there is a power capable of giving it a new direction and 
making it a positive aid to the Best. Many things come 
into existence for one end, marked out by Necessity ; 
and then Nature adroitly gives them a new turn, directing 
them to the Best. The State itself came into existence, 
in the hands of Necessity, ' for the sake of mere life' ; but 
Nature carries it on to the higher end of' good life.' Slavery, 
which originates in necessity (Pol. I. 3. 1253 b 25), becomes 
eventually a source of virtue : the household in general 
undergoes a similar re-adaptation. But indeed things 
that are necessary may often be also expedient: thus the 
relation of ruling and being ruled is not only a necessary 
condition of unity, but also expedient (Pol. I. 5. l 25+ a 21); 
and if Necessity forges the link which binds together man 
and wife, father and child, master and slave (Pol. 1. 2. 

1252 a 26 sqq.), and so calls into existence the Household 
and State, Necessity and Expediency here coincide. 

Nature. Closely allied with the ·conditionally necessary' is one 
side of the conception which Aristotle terms Nature. "Eva 

' ";" ' rl «: ,/.. / \ I ( I «: f c: 
fJ.EV OVV Tp01TOV OVTWS' 1J 'i'VCTLS' l\EYETaL, 1J 1TpWT1J EKaCTT<f V1TOKEL-

fk~V1J VA1J TWV Jxovrwv EV avTOLS' apx~v KW~CTEWS' Kal. fJ.ETa{3oA.i;s, 

" ' ' ~' ' ' ,i,.' ' ' "'~ ' ' ' ' (Ph at\l\OV UE rpo1TOV 1J µop'i''IJ KaL TO ELuOS' TO Kara TOV A.oyov ys. 
2. I. 193 a 28). It is in the former of these two senses that 
Nature borders closely on Necessity. Nature is also spoken 
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of as the end(~ oE- <flvcns T(A.os Kd ov gvErn, Phys. 2. 2. i94 a 
28); and even as the path which leads from the one point 
t th th ( ~ ~' t ,/.. ' t \ I ( I < ~ I ' o e o er En uE T/ 't'vcns T/ "-EYO/J.EVTf ws yEVrnu ouos E<TTW 
Els <jlv<Tw, Phys. 2. I. 193b 12) 1. Nature is thus 'a principle 
of motion and rest implanted and essentially inherent in 
things, whether that motion be locomotion, increase, decay, 
or alteration' (Phys. 2. 1. 192 b 13). .For though Aristotle 
in countless passages speaks of Na tu re as a person, seeking 
to realize aims and giving evidence of wisdom and virtue, 
we soon learn to seek its agency rather in things them
selves. Its working seems hardly distinguishable from 
that of God 2, except that it is more ubiquitous, more im
manent in things, more Protean and multiform; evidencing 
itself, as we see in the Politics, not only in 'that which is 
best,' but also in 'that which is necessary,' 'that which is 
coeval with birth' (To Ev8vs h yEvET~S' ), 'that which obtains 
for the most part ' (To ws E7ri To 7roA.v). If we know the 
State to be the work of Nature from the fact that it brings 
what is best, we learn this also by tracing it back to its 
beginnings in Necessity, by investigating its origin in the 
Household and Village. The real being, however, of 
Nature is rather to be found in the end than in the process, 
and rather in the process than its starting-point. 

With Aristotle's conception of Nature as bringing the 
Best we may contrast the less cheerful Epicurean view, 
which Lucretius adopts (5. I 95 sqq.):-

Quod superest arvi, tamen id natura sua vi 
Sentibus obducat, ni vis humana resistat 
Vitai causa valido consueta bidenti 
Ingemere et terram pressis proscindere aratris : 

and Virgil in his train (Georg. I. 197 sqq.):-

Vidi lecta diu et multo spectata labore 
Degenerare tamen, ni vis humana quotannis 
Maxima quaeque manu legeret : sic omnia fatis 
In peius ruere, ac retro sublapsa referri. 

Aristotle, on the contrary, finds in things a tendency to 

1 Sir A. Grant, Ethics, I. 278-9. and cp. de Gen. An. 731 b 24 
2 See Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 387-9, sqq. 

c 2 
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evolve themselves right. Men sometimes can hardly choose 
but do or say the right thing (de Part. An. I. I. 642 a 19, 
27: Metaph. A. 3. 984 a 18: Teichmuller, Kunst, p. 383): 
and if the State needs human contrivance to bring it into 
existence (cp. o npwTos CTVCTTryCTas, Pol. I. 2. 1253 a 30), its 
contriver perhaps only 'followed the guidance of things 
themselves,' for we hear of a • growth in things ' (Ta r.pay

µara <f>voµEVa) in connexion with the rise of the State 
(Pol. I. 2. 1252 a 24). Nature often gives us clear intima
tions of the true course : she seeks, for instance, to mark 
off the natural slave by a special physical aspect and 
bearing (I. 5. 1254 b 27 sqq.); she creates in men a differ
ence of age, and so suggests the true basis for distinctions 
of political privilege within the citizen body (4 (;). 14. 
1332 b 35). Yet she is often baffled (i. 5. 1254 b 32 sqq.), 
and needs the aid of Art to bring things right. Thus it is 
that Art partly completes what Nature is unable to carry 
to completion, partly imitates Nature (Phys. 2. 8. 199 a 15). 

Aristotle, as we shall see, is at even more pains to show 
that the State is a product of Xature than Plato 1 had 
been before him. His direct object in so doing is to 
strengthen and consecrate its authority and to exhibit 
its true relation to the individual. An incidental con
sequence of his arguments, however, is that whatever holds 
good of 'compounds formed by Nature' (Ta <f>vru:i CTVVECJ"Twra) 

holds good of the State. Thus, as i\" a tu re does everything 
'either from considerations of that which is necessary or 
from considerations of that which is better 2,' the structure 
of the State must satisfy one or other of these tests. So 
again, in all things that exist by nature, and not by acci
dent, whose essence is disorder (aracCa) 3, we look to find 
order (Tatis) and proportion ( cp. Phys. 8. I. 252 a I 1, UA.A.a 

' ,~, ,, ,.,, A-.' \ 'A..' (. ' , µ71v ovuEV YE aTaKTOV Twv 't'VCJ"El Kai KaTa 't'VCTW" 1/ yap <j>VCTlS 
l I ~ I(: • \ s,• N \ \ N l S> I I a na naCTi Ta~Ews To u anHpov npos To anHpov ovuEva A.oyov 

lxH, Tatis oE niiCTa A.6yos: Phys. 8. 6. 259 a 10, Ev yap 

1 Laws, 889 sq. 
2 De Gen. An. r. 4. 717 a 15, ry 

a,a. TO d11ayKalo11 ry a1a TO {1i"A TIOll : 

cp. Plato, Tim. 75 D. 
3 De Part. An. r. I. 641 b 23. 
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Tots <f>v<rEL OEL TO 7irnEpa<r1.dvov Kal TO {3EA.nov, av EVDEXYJTaL, 

vm'i.px<LV µ&.A.A.av). Consequently, Aristotle insists on order 
and proportion in the State : he cannot accept the hap
hazard organization of actual communities (Pol. 4 (7). 
2. 1JZ4 b 5), the social anarchy of democracies (8 (6). 4. 
1319 b 27 sqq.), or even the indefinite and varying mag
nitude of Greek cities(+(7). 4. 13z6a 8sqq.: cp. de An. z. 
4. 416 a I6, Twv oE- <f>v<rEL <rvvi<rraµEvwv ncwTwv E<rrl nEpas Kal 

A.6yos µEyE8ovs TE Kal av~~<J"EWS ). So again, 'Nature always 
gives things to those who can use them, either exclusively 
or more largely than to others' (de Part. An. 4. 8. 684 a z8 ). 
The State, therefore, must follow the same rule in dis
tributing the advantages at its disposal-wealth, office, 
political power, and the like. So again, in all products 
of Nature we find elements of two kinds-wv ovK ltvw and 
µ.Epry : the former necessary conditions of the thing but not 
parts of it, the latter its parts. This holds also of the 
State (Pol. + (7). 8. lJZ8 a 21 sqq.), and thus we find 
Aristotle breaking the population of his State into two 
sections, the one merely a necessary condition of the State 
and not a part of it, the other concentrating in itself the 
substance and true life of the State. 

\Ve have already seen that Matter, while indispensable as Sponta

a condition of the things into which it enters, is also so ;~:ru~~~ 
variable that it may prove either the first step in the 
process of Nature which ends in Actuality, or a distorting 
and enfeebling influence. It is in this variability of Matter 
that Spontaneity (To avT6µarov) and Fortune (nxry) take 
their rise (Metaph. E. z. 10z7 a lJ, cZ<ru ~ vA.ry ~<rrai alTCa ~ 
'I> I ' \ c '\ \ \\ '1\\ ~ {3{3 ' ) EVUEXOJJ.EV'Y) napa TO W) E7iL TO 7i01\V al\l\WS TOV <J"Vfk E YJKOTOS • 

'The accidental,' says Zeller 1 , 'arises when a free or 
unfree activity directed to an end is brought by the 
influence of external circumstances to produce a result 
other than that end.' Spontaneity is predicated in the 
case of such a disturbance generally, whether the activity 
disturbed and impeded is that of a being exercising Moral 

1 Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 335. 
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22 SPONTANEITY AND FORTUNE. 

Choice or not; Fortune, only when the agent whose activity 
is thus modified is a being exercising Moral Choice. A third 
form of the Accidental is the <Tvµ.r.Twµ.a-e. g. the occurrence 

of an eclipse while one is taking a walk; and here the 
Accidental appears in its purest form 1 • It here takes the 
shape of a mere co-existence in Space or Time of two 
events standing in no causal relation to each other. As 
Torstrik points out 2, Accident is not always a marring 
influence : the movement to an end may be satisfactorily 
accomplished, and yet incidentally set going the aimless 
activity of Chance. Chance plays round the ordered 
process of Nature, careless whether it mars or aids it 3 

or does neither. Its essential characteristic is to be with
out design and irregular ; it is the negation of Intelli
gence and Nature-a power which acts without reason and 
without that approach to regularity (To w> Er.~ To r.oA.v) 

which Nature exhibits. Aristotle evidently holds that if 
everything happened by accident, nothing would be cal
culable beforehand. This is not really the case. Chance 
itself is in some degree reducible to uniformities. 

The popular Greek view set down the Accidental to the 
Gods: thus Herodotus speaks frequently of Bdri Tilxri, 

Thucydides of ~ Tvxri h Tov 8dov 4 ; Timoleon, according 
to Plutarch 5, 'having built a temple to Automatia close 
to his house, sacrificed to her and consecrated the house 
itself to the 'IEpo> D.aCµ.wv.' Euripides, howe\"er, distin
guished between Fortune and the hand of the Deity 6, and 
we find Philemon 7 placing in the mouth of one of his 
characters the utterance-

1 Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. :?. 335. 3. 
2 Hermes, 9. 425. 
3 It sometimes aids Art at all 

events: cp. rlxv'I rvx'lv foup~< 
Kal rvxri rlxvriv (Eth. Nie. 6. 4. 
1140 a 19)· 

4 Thuc. 5. 104, II 2. 
5 Tirnol. c. 36. The fate of the 

Athenian Timotheus, who had 
said that his success was due to 
himself more than to Fortune 
(Scholiast on Aristophanes, Plu-

tus, rSo), was perhaps present to 
Timoleon's mind. 

6 L. Schmidt, Ethik der alten 
Griechen, r. 56, who refers to 
Cycl. 606 (582 Bothe), Hecub. 491 
(465 Bothe)-to which references 
may be added Herc. furens, 1205 
sqq., where gods no less than 
men are viewed as the sport of 
fortune. 

7 Inc. Fab. Fragm. 48 Didot. 
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MAN. 

OvK fonv ~µ'iv oUlEµia Tvx11 8€6>, 
ovK ifanv, dAAa rnim5µ.aTov, 8 ylvErnL 
w> frvx' €KaCTT<:>, npoCTayop£vETai Tvx'l· 

Menander makes a near approach to Aristotle in the lines-

and 

'n, a!3iK01J, OTalJ ~ µ£v cpvCTLI' 
d?To!3<f TL CTEµ.v6v, Tovrn 13' ~ Tvx11 KaKo'i1, 

To Aristotle, at any rate when he speaks scientifically, 
Accident is an influence arising at the opposite pole of 
things to the Deity, and inasmuch as it is not directed 
to an end, bordering closely on the non-existent 2• 

The domain of Politics is exposed to the action of 
Accident in all its forms. It was a cnJµ?Trwµa that brought 
the extreme democracy of Athens into being (Pol. 2. 12. 
i274 a 12). It rests with Fortune whether the State 
possesses the adequate supply of accessories ( cn)µµErpo> 

xop71yfo) with which it should start, or not (Pol. 4 (7). 13. 
1332 a 29: cp. c. 4. i325 b 37 sq.). 

To these powers Aristotle apparently adds as a fourth Man. 

that of human agency, for though we might conceive it 
as already included under the heads of Nature, Necessity, 
and Accident, inasmuch as human beings form, as we 
shall see, the Matter of the State, he clearly marks off 
the agency of oiavoia from that of <f>vCTL> (e.g. Phys. 2. 5. 
196 b 21)3. 

He does not trace the gradual ripening of political 
wisdom in man, as he traces in the Poetics the dawn of 
Poetry. We do not learn whether Chance played the same 
part in the growth of the State as it did in the develop
ment of the Poetic Art (Poet. 4. 1448 b 22 : 14. 1454 a 10 ). 

Was the State the outcome of Trial and Failure (?TEtpa,Poet. 

24. 1459 b 32)? We are not told, but we may probably 

1 'OAvvBla, Fragm. I Didot. 
2 Zeller, Gr. Ph. z. z. 336. 
3 The enumeration in Eth. Nie. 

3. 5. II I 2 a 31, ai'.na !3oKOVCTLJJ ElvaL 
cpvCTLI' Kai dvayK17 Kai TVX17• ETI !3i JJOVI' 

Kai ?Tav To (3,' dv8pw?Tov, may also be 
referred to, though it loses weight 
owing to the employment of the 
word !3oKOVCTLV. 
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The State 
only im
perfectly 
amenable 
to human 
control. 

2..j. THE STATE EXISTS 

assume that in this, as in other fields, Experience long 
preceded Science. 

But even when human agency approaches the subject
matter of Politics with all the resources both of Experience 
and Science, it finds the State only imperfectly amenable 
to its control. The reason of this will be readily inferred 
from our review of the agencies at work in this sphere. 
Science has to steer her way among the potent influences 
of Necessity, Nature, and Accident, not to speak of human 
aberrations. Nature, indeed, is her ally and guide, but with 
the rest she has to do the best she can. 

The State is to Aristotle neither an 'organism' which 
it is beyond man's power to influence, nor a creation of 
man which man can mould as he likes. It is in part, though 
only in part, beyond his control. The :'.\Iatter out of 
which the State issues-the population with which it starts 
-may be untowardly; the territory may be other than 
it should be ; and even if, as in the best State, both 
population and territory are all that can be wished, Acci
dent may still mar its development. The lawgiver often 
has to deal with adverse conditions which he cannot alter, 
and it is the business of Political Science to point out 
not only what is to be done \\·hen wind and tide are 
favourable, but also how the best may be made of adverse 
circumstances 1 • 

The neces- In entering on his subject, Aristotle's first care is to 
sity of the 
State, its reassert the authority of the State, nominally in opposi-
value to . tion to those who had dra\\·n only a quantitative distinc-
man and Its . . , 
authority hon between it and the household, but really in correction 
over the of more serious errors-the error of those who had asserted 

1 Cp. 6 (4). I. 1289 a 5 sqq. It 
is hardly necessary to remark that 
in asserting the existence of a 
Science of Society Aristotle is 
far from claiming that it enables 
us to 'ascertain the fundamental 
laws of social evolution' or to 
'forecast the future of society.' 

History hardly groups itself to 
him as an evolution. Accident 
plays a large part in it. All he 
asserts is that it is possible to 
determine more or less scientifi
cally how the State should be 
organized and administered under 
rnrying social conditions. 
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BY X..ITURE. 

it to exist, not cjYU<J"EL, but VOJJ.<p, and the error of those individual 

l reasserted 
w 10, like the Cynics, regarded it as a non-essential. by Aristo-

The distinction between Ta <f>vO"EL and Ta v6µ<p arose in tle .. Human 
. . h h . h 1. f h. soc1etyand connexion wit t e question as to t e rea 1ty o t mgs- the State 

a question which presented itself early in the history of ?rigNinate 
m ature: 

Greek philosophy. Gorgias appears to have denied exist- the State is 
. 0 h d. . . h d b h" h. h prior to the ence zn toto. t ers istmguis e etween t mgs w 1c individual 

exist <f>vO"EL and things which exist v6µw. Some inquirers and the 
• d h h" h · b ' . l . .bl household, ioun t at w 1c exists y nature mam y m sens1 e and is the 

things-in the elements, earth, air, fire, and water, and wh?lhe of 
wh1c they 

their compounds (Plato, Laws, 889 A sqq.); others denied are parts. 

existence by nature to the heaven, but allowed it to the 
world of animal life 1• More commonly, the natural was 
identified with the necessary, as in the already quoted 
fragment of Euripides : or with that which is fixed and 
invariable (cp. Eth. Nie. I. T. 1094 b 14, Ta o~ KaAa Kat Ta 

OLKaLa ••. TOO"aVT7JV lxEL oia<f>opav Kat nA&.v71v, i{)O"TE" OOKELV v6µ<p 

µ6vov c:f:vai, <f>vO"EL OE µ~) : or the immemorial, not 'made 
with hands' ; as in Diog. Laert. 9. 45, not71Ta OE v6µiµa 

c:f:vai (sc. l<j>aO"KW o t:.71µ6Kptros), <f>vO"EL OE lhoµa Kat Kc=v6v, and 
in the famous lines of the Antigone of Sophocles, which 
Aristotle quotes (Rhet. I. 13. 1373 b 9 sqq.: cp. 15. 1375 a 
32 sqq.), and understands as asserting existence by nature:-

Ov yap n I/VII ye KaxBis, dA.A' del 'lfOTE 

(ii roiiro, Kovl>els oll>ev lg ornv ¢6.111) : 

or the true, as distinguished from that which seems true 
to the many (Aristot. Soph. Elench. 12. 173 a 15): or that 
which is universally or generally recognized: thus the 
sophist Hippias refused to recognize any laws as divinely 
authorized, except those which are everywhere accepted 
(Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 19; cp. the passages from Aristotle's 
Rhetoric just quoted). 

Plato would probably find the natural, above all, in that 
which participates in the Idea of Good; and Aristotle, 

1 Cp. Aristot. de Part. An. I. I. 
641 b 20 sqq., oi l>e rwv p.€11 (cpwv 
€Karrrov ¢vrrei cparrlv etvai Kal ye11€
rr8a1, TOii a· ovpavov a'/fO Tl)(T)S Kai TOV 

, , ... ... ' ? 
avrop.arov TOIOVTOll CTVCTTl]llaL, Ell 'i' 
drro TV)(T)S KUL dragias ovl>' OT!OVll 

¢ai11era1. 
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26 THE STATE EXISTS 

following in the same path, finds the natural in that which 
is either a necessary condition of, or a direct contri
butor to, that which is best for the species-the specific, 
not the universal, end. The tests of primitiveness (To d18vs 
h yEvETijs, Pol. I. 5. 1254 a 23: TO apxa'iov, Pol. 4 (7)· IO. 

1329 a 40 sqq.) and of generality of occurrence (To ws E7TL 
TO noA.v) are also accepted by him. To ascertain what is 
natural, we are taught to ask what obtains in normal 
instances, what holds good of healthy and well-constituted 
subjects (Pol. I. 5. 1254 a 36 sqq.). It is not from bar
barians, but from Greeks that we learn the natural type of 
the State and household (Pol. I. 2. I 252 a 34 sqq., <f>va-EL 
µ"Ev ovv ..• EV oE- To'is (3ap(3&.pois: cp. 6. 1255 a 33 sq.). 

It is by showing that the State satisfies these tests that 
Aristotle is enabled to reassert its naturalness and its 
authority over the individual. Both had been impugned. 
The assertion that Right is not <f>va-EL but v6µCf led almost 
inevitably to a similar assertion with respect to the State, 
which represents a distribution of rights; and the effect of 
this view was to weaken the authority of the State over 
the individual. Some, indeed, like Callicles in the Gorgias 
of Plato, by implication allowed the State to be natural 
if it were in the hands of a man of transcendent ability 
and force of character, but this condition of things was the 
exception, not the rule. 

Those who claimed that the State is not <f>va-EL but v6µCf 
did not necessarily imply that it owes its existence to a 
compact, though the two ideas do not lie far apart: they 
might mean only that its claims rest on general acceptance 
-that it is the traditional, received thing-that its authority 
is artificial, not based on Nature, but ' of man's devising,' 
and that it need not have existed, if men had not chosen 
that it should. The phrase brought its origin, however, 
perilously near that of money (v6µia-µa) or of law (v6µos), 
both of them things commonly conceived to rest on compact 
and to depend on it for acceptance and authority 1 ; and we 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 5. 8. u33 a 28 
sqq.: Pol.1.9. 1257 a 35. The soph· 

ist Hippias (Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 13) 
treated law as a kind of compact, 
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are not surprised to find Glaucon, who undertakes in the 
Republic to state the views of Thrasymachus, tracing the 
origin of law and justice to compact. His language implies 
that not only law but anything like legally regulated society 
originates in compact. There are, indeed, passages even in 
the Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle in which social relations 
seem to be rested on contract: thus we read in Eth. Nie. 8. 
14. Il 6 l b l 3, at oE- noA.inKal Kat cpvAETLKal Kal. <TvµnA.o"iKal. Kal. 
o<Tai roiavrai ( <f;iA.Cai) Kowwviw'i:s ( <f;iA.Cais) io{Ka<Tt µaA.A.ov· oiov 

yap Ka8' oµoA.oyCav nva cpalVOVTal ElVat ( cp. Eth. Nie. 9· I. Il63 b 
32 sqq.: Pol. 2. 2. 1261 a 30 sqq., passages on which some 
light is thrown by Rhet. I. 15. 1376 b Tl sqq.). In the Poli
tics, however, Aristotle not only contrasts law with compact 
(Pol. 3. 9. 1280 b 10), but seems everywhere to imply that 
the State neither came into being by way of compact nor 
is dependent on compact for its authority. It began in 
the blind impulses which first formed the household and 
broadened there into wider aims which nothing but the State 
could satisfy. It glided imperceptibly into existence, as 
men became successively aware of the various needs bound 
up with their nature. Men could not choose but form it, or 
some imperfect substitute for it. It is as much a necessity 
of human existence as food or fire. Its authority rests on 
the same basis as the authority of the father, not on consent, 
but on the constitution of human nature. Epicurus, on the 
contrary, ' insisted on an original compact between the 
individual members of society as the origin of its establish
ment 1,' and in so doing reasserted the doctrine ascribed by 
Glaucon to Thrasymachus in a slightly more unequivocal 
form 2• 

in agreement with popular opinion 
(Aristot. Rhet. I. 15. 1376 b 9), 
and asked, vop.ovs, 6, °J;wKpans, 7rw> 
dV TL> ryyry<J'atTO <J'7rOVi5atOV 7rpayµ.a 
£ivai ;, ro 7rEi8er;8ai avro'is, ovs y< 
7rOAAaKL> aVTOL ol 8£p.EVOL a7roaoKL
p.a<J'allT£> fLETari8EVTaL ; 

1 Prof. Wallace, Epicureanism, 
p. 158. 

i The doctrine o( the origin of 
society in contract, when Epi-

curus at last distinctly put it 
forth, was put forth, not with the 
comparatively restricted aim of 
limiting monarchical authority, 
with which it has often been up
held in modern times, but with 
the far more revolutionary aim of 
throwing the State further into the 
background of human life by 
representing it as a thing of man's 
devising, net an imperious die-
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As the teaching of some of the Sophists had tended to 

impair the authority of the State, or to limit its functions to 

the protection of the individual from wrong, so the teaching 

of the Cynics led up to a denial that the wise man needs a 

State of his own other than the whole world. The doctrines 

of the Cynics, no less than those of these Sophists, are con

troverted in the opening chapters of the Politics. Even Plato, 

in one of his dialogues at all events, had failed, in Aristotle's 

opinion, to do full justice to the State and its claims. He 

had treated the City-State as a mere enlarged household, 

and had spoken as if the master of slaves, the head of a 

household, and the King or citizen-ruler of a State only 

differed in the number of those they ruled. It is primarily 

in correction of this doctrine, which is not indeed much in 

harmony with Plato's ordinary view of the comparative 

claims of State and household, and is perhaps rather Socratic 

than Platonic, that Aristotle traces, first the beginnings of 

the household, and then the rise of the household into the 

City-State. The inquiry, however, offers a convenient op

portunity of refuting other and more serious errors-those 

of the Sophists and Cynics. 
The genetic method which Aristotle follows in this 

inquiry may surprise those who remember that he lays 

down the principle elsewhere\ that the genesis of a thing is 

to be explained by its nature or essence (ov<J"ia), not the 

nature of it by its genesis. It is, he says, because the thing 

is what it is, that it came into being as it did. If we \Yant, 

therefore, to know what the State is, "-e must ask, it would 

seem, not the mode of its genesis, but rather its end. Yet 

he invites us, at the very outset of the Politics, to study the 

growth of the State ab ovo ( ra 7rpayµara cpvoµEva ). His 

object, however, in this is not so much to ascertain what 

the State is as to prove that it exists by nature, and to show 

tate of his nature. Epicurus, in 
fact, trod in the footsteps of the 
Sophists referred to in the text. 
But then he had a philosophical 
discipline to set in the place of 
the State, which they had not. 

They struck down the traditional 
guide of human life without having 
anything to substitute for it. 

1 D~ Part. An. 1. 1. 64oa 13sqq. 
(espeoally a 33-b 41: 64:? a 31. 
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that it stands to the household as a whole stands to its part 
or as a full-grown plant stands to the seed from which it 
sprang. 

In correction of the errors of Plato and others to which 
reference has been made, Aristotle first traces back the 
household to necessity and nature, and then shows that the 
State is a derivative of the household. It differs in species 
from the household, but yet it is akin to it and issues from 
it. He takes the two relations which make up the earliest 
form of the household, before, with the birth of children, a 
third is added, that of father and child, and he shows how 
they issue, not from deliberate choice, but from impulse 
and necessity--the relation of husband and wife from an 
impulse common to man with animals and plants, that of 
master and slave from the instinct of self-preservation. The 
household thus arises ; and probably some of those who 
were most earnest in impugning the naturalness of the 
State accepted the household as natural. The sophist 
Hippias, at all events, regarded the law which enjoins 
reverence to parents as a law universally accepted and 
imposed by the gods (Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 20 ). But the State 
rises out of the household through the intermediate institu
tion of the Village, which is properly a Clan-Village, and 
thus betrays its relation to the household. Already the 
Village supplies a wider range of wants than the house
hold-ministers to some wants which are not mere daily 
wants ; and the State does no more than proceed a little 
farther in the same path. The State itself originally exists 
for the sake of ministering to life, and only by degrees goes 
on to minister to noble living. Thus there is no traceable 
break in the rise of the State out of the household ; the 
early State, like the household, is under kingly rule ; and 
if the one is self-complete, while the other is not, if the one 
is the culmination, or full-grown form, of the other, there 
is but one movement, one aim-that of supplying human 
needs-underlying the whole process. The household can
not be natural and the State other than natural : what holds 
of the former must hold of the latter: if the household is 
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natural, a fortiori the State is so, for it is the completion 
of the household. We need not, however, trace the State 
back to the household, in order to prove that it is natural. 
It is by nature, because its end is the end of all natural 
things-that which is best (I 252 b 34 sq.). 

These facts already justify the assertion that man is a 
naturally political being, for we find that man is, as it were, 
started by nature on an inclined plane which carries him in 
the direction of the Best, and that thus a movement is 
initiated which cannot pause till it closes in the State: but 
he is a naturally political being for another reason also ; he 
possesses the gift of language, which reflects a consciousness 
of the just and the unjust, the good and the bad, and it is 
this consciousness that serves as a basis for household and 
State; whereas even the most naturally social of the lower 
animals only possess voice, and voice expresses no more 
than a sense of pleasure and pain. In drawing this marked 
distinction between the sociality of man and that of gre
garious animals, Aristotle probably aims at correcting the 
mistake, as he conceives it to be, of Plato, who had pro
tested in the Politicus (262 A sqq.) against an abrupt distinc
tion of ayEAatorpocpiK~ in relation to man from ayEAatorpocpiK~ 
in relation to other animals, explaining that one might just 
as well divide mankind into Hellenes and barbarians, or 
into Lydians and non-Lydians 1• If, then, at the outset we 
found Society traced to impulses shared by the lower 
animals, we now learn to regard the household and State as 
exclusively human institutions 2

• We see also that the State 
1 He may possibly also have in 

his mind a passage of the Laws 
(680 E)-o[s i1r6µwo1 Ka8arrEp bpv1-
BH dy€A.17v µiav rroi~uovcn, rraTpovo
µovµEvo1 Kat {3a<TLAELaV rrauwv S1Kai
OTclTT/V {3au1Xw6µEvoi, which occurs 
in Plato's sketch of the origin of 
society. Plato strangely enough 
seems more inclined than Aristotle 
to reason from the lower animals 
to man (cp. Pol. 2. 5. 1264 b 4: 
and Laws, 713 D). 

" It is indeed implied, Pol. 3. 9. 
I 280 a 32, that the rroA1s might ex-

ist among the lower animals, if its 
end were TO (ijv µovov. Animals 
are said (Eth. 1\ ic. 6. I 3. I 144 b 4 
sqq.: cp.Eth.Nic.7. I. n45a 25)to 
possess <fJvrrLKTJ apET~(seealso Hist. 
An. 8. I. 589 a l sqq.). Some echo 
of Pol. I. 2. 1253 a 9 sqq. is pos
sibly traceable in Plutarch de 
Amore Prolis, c. 3, a passage which 
may be based on, or contain ex
tracts from, some composition of 
the great physician Erasistratus, 
who was a pupil ofTheophrastus. 
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is not merely forced on man by his needs, but foreshadowed 
by his nature, and requisite to give full play to his faculties ; 
that man bears marks of being intended for life in the State. 
The lhroAt>, if a man and not above or below humanity, is 
not only a man whose needs are incompletely satisfied, but 
also one whose faculties are without an adequate field for 
their exercise. 

We might imagine that Aristotle would stop at this point, 
having now come to the end of the argument by which he 
seeks to establish that the State is by nature and that man 
is intended by nature for life in the State; but he goes on 
to assert that the State is prior in nature to the household 
and the individual. He argues that the individual, being 
incomplete without the State, is related to it as a part to a 
whole, and that the whole is prior in nature to its part. He 
makes no subsequent use of this principle 1

; so that we can 
only conjecture why he lays stress upon it. He does so 
probably, partly because if the State and individual were 
both pronounced to be by nature and therefore to stand so 
far on an equality, the authority of the State over the 
individual would still be imperfectly restored, and its relative 
dignity imperfectly vindicated; partly in order to place in 
the strongest light the disparity of the household and the 
State) and therefore the contrast of the householder and 
the statesman. He goes on further to enforce the claims 
of the State by showing from what a depth of degradation 
the State saves man, and how great are the benefits it has 
conferred upon him. Without the State and the virtue it 
developes in man, man would be the worst of animals : 
with it he rises far above their level. 
, In Aristotle's view, the State is as essential to man's 
existence as the act of birth. For existence means com
plete existence, and without the State a man is a mere 
bundle of capacities for good or evil without the faculty 
(<f>poVTJ'Tl) Kat apET~), for whose hand they were intended: 

1 It is not on the priority of the 
State to the individual, but on the 
fact of its relation to him resem-

bling that of a whole to its part 
that he dwells in 5 (8). r. 1337 a 27. 
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he is, as it were, a helm without a helmsman-' nave senza 
nocchiero in gran tempesta.' Existence also means real 
living existence, not such an existence as that of the part 
after the whole is destroyed-as that of the hand or eye 
after life has left the body. The State is a condition of 
complete and real human existence-of existence in the full 
sense of the word : its place in the process of man's life is 
thus as assured as that of the act of birth, or of the taking 
of food. It matters not that whole races of men are 
doomed to remain half-grown and never to realize the 
City-State: we judge of what is natural for man by that 
which holds good of well-constituted natures. Man is a 
being marked out by nature for the gradual attainment of 
a definite limit of growth, and the State is the means of 
enabling him to do so. Man's duty to the State is no 
more a matter of compact than his duty to be virtuous. 
Compact is not needed as a basis for the authority of a 
State which fulfils the end of the State, nor can it lend 
authority to a State which does not do so. 

The State does not come into being, in Aristotle's view, 
in derogation from, or limitation of, man's natural rights: 
on the contrary, it calls them into existence. It enunciates 
what is just (Pol. I. 2. I 253 a 37, ~ 0€ OLKaw<T1lv71 7TOALTLKov· 
< ' I>' \ ~ I I(: ' I < 1>' I> I ~ I> I T/ yap uLK7) 7TOl\.LTLK7JS KOLVWVLaS TasLS E<TTLV" T/ uE ULK7) TOV uLKaLOV 

Kplcns): it is in the State, and with reference to its end, that 
men's rights are to be determined (Pol. 3. 12. 1282 b i4sqq.). 
If persons outside a given State are recognized by those 
belonging to it as possessing rights-for example, rights to 
freedom or to be ruled not despotically but as freemen 
should be ruled, Aristotle would probably nevertheless say 
that rights in their origin are traceable to the internal 
relations of the State. Contrast Chrysippus, I1Epl 0Ewv (ap. 
Plutarch. de Stoicorum Repugn. c. 9)-ov yap €<rrw d1pE'iv r~s 
OLKaLOITTJV7)S llA.A.71v apx~v ovo' ClAA7)V Y~VE<TLV ~ T~V fK TOV ~LOS 
Kat r~v £K r~s KOLv~s <frU<TEws. Finding the natural in the best 
form of the State, Aristotle has no call to imagine a state 
of nature antecedent to society, and involving risks which 
compel the formation of the State as a pis alter. The State 
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exists, according to him, because of the better elements in 
human nature, rather than because human nature is a 
compound of good and bad. The love of society and the 
perception of right and wrong implanted by nature in man, 
the impulse of self-perpetuation, the need of protection and 
sustenance, the higher needs that gradually assert them
selves : these are the things to which the State owes its 
existence. Man is a being the satisfaction of whose material 
needs suggests and leads on to the satisfaction of higher 
needs. The rise of the State merely reflects man's destin
ation to moral development. Kant, on the contrary, in his 
' Idee zu einer allgemeiner Geschichte in weltbi.irgerlicher 
Absicht,' traces the State to antagonisms resulting from 
the fact that men have both tendencies to social union 
and tendencies disruptive of it, both general sympathies 
and private interests 1 • 

The argument of Aristotle must probably have failed to Remarks 

convince the partisans of the opposite doctrine. Some of ~~I~~i~~
his opponents would reject his account of the functions of gument. 

the State, and would confine them to the protection of 
men's rights: others might say that the picture he draws of 
the State is a picture of an ideal State very different from 
the State as it is, and that his defence of the State is con
sequently a defence of a State which is nowhere to be 
found : others would perhaps dispute the genesis of the 
State from the household, and make it out to be rather a 
thing of man's devising, and to be designed less for man's 
improvement, than his convenience. 

For ourselves, the close historical connexion between the 
family relation and the State has been placed beyond 
doubt, though the intrinsic difference between the two 
institutions is more evident to us than to the Greeks, whose 
State was in many respects more like a household than our 
own. Aristotle indeed himself rightly rests the claims of 
the State rather on its adaptation to human nature and its 
incalculable services than on its succession to the household. 

1 Kant, Werke, 7. 321 sq. 
VOL. I. 

See Flint, Philosophy of History, I. 391. 
D 
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Its authority, however, may be vindicated without seeking 
to prove that it is everything to man ; or even that it is a 
product of nature. The word 'nature' means less to us 
than it did to the Greeks. On the other hand, so far as 
Aristotle's argument goes to show that the authority of the 
State is not based on consent, it possesses permanent im
portance. 

Cicero (de Rep. I. 24. 38) is sarcastic at the expense of 
some inquirers who had begun their political speculations 
in a similar fashion to Aristotle, though one or two of his 
expressions (e.g. •quot modis quidque dicatur ') make it 
doubtful whether he is thinking of Aristotle :-' N ec vero, 
inquit African us, ita disseram de re tam illustri tamque nota, 
ut ad illa elementa revolvar, quibus•uti docti homines his in 
rebus solent, ut a prim a congressione maris et f eminae, 
deinde a progenie et cognatione ordiar, verbisque quid sit 
et quot modis quidque dicatur definiam saepius : apud pru
dentes enim homines et in maxima re publica summa cum 
gloria belli domique versatos quum loquar, non commit
tam ut sit illustrior illa ipsa res, de qua disputem, quam 
oratio mea.' He so states the primary cause of the forma
tion of the State, as to give a greater prominence to man's 
natural sociality than to his needs: 'Coetus autem prima 
causa coeundi est non tam imbecillitas quam naturalis quae
dam hominum quasi congregatio: non est enim singulare 
nee solivagum genus hoc' (Cic. de Rep. 1. 25. 39). Else
where, however, neglecting Aristotle's distinction between 
the cause of the original formation of the State and the 
cause of its existence 1, he makes ro Ev (i]v the cause of its 
formation: 'Considerate nunc cetera quam sint provisa 
sapienter ad illam civium beate et honeste vivendi societa
tem : ea est enim prima causa coeundi et id hominibus 
effici ex re publica debet partim institutis, alia legibus' 
(de Rep. 4. 3. 3). 

Bacon's account of the origin of society 2 is noticeable, 
1 Something not altogether un

like Cicero's statement appears, 
however, to be implied in Pol. 3. 
6. 1278 b 2 I sqq., and also, as a 

friend has pointed out to me, in 
Eth. Nie. 8. II. 1160 a II sqq. 

2 'Argument of Sir F. Bacon, 
His Majesty's Solicitor-General, 
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both because it is obviously influenced by Aristotle's 
views, and because it does not trace society to a primitive 
compact. 'Tl;ie first platform of monarchy,' he says, 'is 
that of a father, who governing over his wife by prerogative 
of sex, over his children by prerogative of age and because 
he is author unto them of being, and over his servants by 
prerogative of virtue and providence (for he that is able of 
body and improvident of mind is natura servus), is the very 
model of a king.' On this pattern the earliest society was 
constructed. ' The first original submission is paternity or 
patriarchy, which was, when a family growing so great, as 
it could not contain itself within one habitation, some 
branches of the descendants were forced to plant them
selves into new families, which second families could not by 
a natural instinct and inclination, but bear a reverence and 
yield an obeisance to the eldest line of the ancient family 
from which they were derived.' Bacon adds, as secondary 
and later sources of monarchy, admiration of virtue or 
gratitude towards merit, gratitude for salvation in war, or 
enforced submission to a conqueror. 'All these four sub
missions are evident to be natural and more ancient than 
law.' 'All other commonwealths, monarchies only ex
cepted, do subsist by a law precedent ... but in monarchies, 
especially hereditary . . . the submission is more natural 
and simple, which afterwards by laws subsequent is per
fected and made more formal, but it is grounded upon 
nature 1.' 'N ulla apud Baconem,' Friedlander remarks, 

in the case of the Postnati of same position with respect to his 
Scotland ;' quoted by C. Fried- King as that which the child holds 
lander, De Francisci Baconis to the father whom he has had no 
Verulamii doctrina politica, p. 15. part in selecting -while again 

1 Bacon evidently intends to they firmly assert the inde
suggest that the claims of Mon- feasible Majesty of the Head of 
archy are superior to those of the State, the Jesuit writers on 
other constitutions-an inference the subject take a diametrically 
which Aristotle is far from draw- opposite view. They insist in 
ing from its priority in point of the interest of the Church on the 
time. 'While the Protestant human origin of the State, on its 
writers on Natural Law persist- origin in a primitive social com
ently maintain that the State is a pact, and infer from this that 
.divine ordinance-while they in- where the Prince shows himself 
dine to place the subject in the unworthy of the power committed 

D 2 
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ARISTOTLE'S ACCOUNT 

• vestigia ficti illius, quern Hobbesius profert, status natura
lis, qui bellum fuisse cogitatur omnium contra omnes; 
nulla vestigia pactorum illorum quibus homines se invicem 
obstrinxissent, occurrunt.' 

It will be observed that, if Aristotle deals with the 
question of the origin of the State, he deals with it only 
incidentally, and in course of proving that the State exists 
by nature. We must not, therefore, expect from him more 
than a cursory treatment of the question. 

Plato had twice sketched the origin of society-first in 
the Republic and again in the Laws; and his two accounts 
do not altogether coincide. He had traced its origin in 
the Republic 1 to man's need of the services of his fellows: 
he here starts with the single individual and shows how 
unable he would be to supply his own needs without the 
aid of at least four or five others, and how the efforts of 
this group of individuals would fail of full efficiency in the 
absence of a scheme for distributing and combining their 
labour. The interchange of the products of their industry 
is thus, according to this passage, the first and most cha
racteristic fact of social life. In the Laws 2 , ho\\·ever, while 
tracing the succession of constitutions from its starting
point, he incidentally developes another view of the origin 
of society. He had apparently noticed that the sites of 
ancient cities were often close under the slopes of high 
hills, still more ancient traces of habitation being found 
on the summits of these hills 3 ; and these facts seemed 

to him, the mandate he holds may 
be withdrawn from him' (J. E. 
Erdmann, Geschichte der Phil
osophie, I. 574). A Solicitor
General's argument in the time of 
James I, and especially an argu
ment of Bacon as Solicitor-Gen
eral, was, however, certain to be 
sufficiently monarchical in tone. 

1 Rep. 369 A sqq., fi yiyvoµ.ivl}v 
'lr6Aiv 8rncraiµ.f8a A6ycii K.T.A. Plato's 
treatment of the subject in the 
Republic is no doubt, however, 

more ideal and less historical than 
in the Laws. Perhaps indeed we 
could hardly expect him to trace 
the State back to the household 
in a dialogue in which the house
hold was about to be abolished. 

~ B. 3, 676 A-682 B. 
3 Or, Yery probably, he was 

merely building on Homer's de
scription of the Cyclopes, which 
both Plato and Aristotle take as 
a picture of the earliest human 
society:-
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to him to point to the further fact of a primitive deluge, 
the survivors of which began society afresh on the hill
tops, each household being ruled by the father and exist
ing either independently or in combination with a few 
others. Why the survivors of the deluge should be found, 
when the curtain draws up, grouped in such small bodies, 
Plato does not explain. The next phase of society is 
a larger agglomeration of households, accompanied with a 
change of the site of the settlement to the foot of the 
hill-slope. 

It is evident both from the general tenour of Aristotle's 
account of the origin of society, and from the repetition 
in it of incidental expressions used in this passage of the 
Laws 1, that he has this sketch before him in his own 
treatment of the subject. The deluge, indeed, is dropped 
out, and all the picturesque features of Plato's story: we 
lose also some instructive hints, such as the aperr;u that 
the earliest men were hunters and herdsmen (Laws, 679 A); 
and the series of societies-household, clan-village, and 
city-State-is marshalled before us, stripped of historical 
detail and reduced to a somewhat bald outline. \But Aris
totle has seized the idea that society begins with the house
hold, not with the group of producers to which the Re
public traces it back, and he holds firmly to it. He adds, 
however, an account of the origin of the household-a 
subject which Plato had not touched. As we have seen, 
he traces this, not, like Locke, to the long infancy and 
long minority of the human being, which, but for wedlock, 
would impose an overwhelming burden on the mother, but 

a>..>..' oiy' vo/71X6'v opiruv valovrn 
, K~p71va, _ 
•v <T?T•<T<Tt y>..arf>vpo1ut. 

Cp. Laws, 677 B. 
1 e.g. Laws, 681 A, Twv olK~u•wv 

TOUT(J)IJ p.Et(ovruv avgavoµ.ivruv EK TWV 
EAarr6vruv ical rrp&iTruv-cp. Pol. l. 2. 
1252 b 15, ~ a• EK ?TAE!OVWV olictwv 
Kowruvla rrpooT71 XP~<T•ws £v•ic•v µ.~ 
E</J71p.ipov Koop.71 : Laws, 681 B, rra'i
aas Kat rralaruv rra'iaas-cp. Pol. I. 

2. 1252 b 18: and Laws, 680 D-E, 
p.wv oiv OVIC £K TOVT(J)IJ (SC. avvau
TfLat ylyvovrnt) Twv KaTa µ.lav ot1e71u1v 
ical Kara yivos alfurrapµ.ivwv V?TO 
arroplas T1js EV TaLS cpBopa'is, EV ati; 
TO rrp•u(3UrnTOV 3.pxE! aia TO T~IJ 
apx~v avTOLS EK ?TaTpos KaL p.71Tpos 
y•yovivai, ots E?TOp.<VO! icaBarr•p opvt
B•s ayiP. 71v µ.lav ?TOLT)<TOVCT!, ?TaTpo
voµ.ovp.•VOL ical fJau1>...lav rrauwv 
lJ1KatOTaT71v fJau1A£VOp.•vo1 ; 
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to certain powerful instincts, which hardly, perhaps, account 
for the permanence of the conjugal relation. 

We see that, in Aristotle's view, the State so far treads 
in the steps of the Household and Village, that it never 
ceases to be a common life, for this is implied in the term 
Kowwv(a. A sundered and scattered citizen-body, like that 
of Rome, would not be to Aristotle a citizen-body at all. 
Mutual personal acquaintance (4 (7). 4. 1326 b 14 sqq.) was 
essential to the citizens for the discharge of their political 
duties; and besides, a common life (ro crv(~v), though not 
enough of itself to constitute a State (3. 9. 1280 b 29 sqq.), 
is, in his opinion, a necessary condition of State-life. But 
though the State resembles the household and village in 
this particular, it developes virtues unknown or imperfectly 
known to them. Justice, in the true sense, first appears in 
the State. 

We have already seen that too much must not be 
expected from a sketch of the origin of society, which 
is introduced mainly to prove its naturalness, and does 
not profess to aim at exhaustiveness. It is, evidently, 
largely ideal. Each of the successive Kowwv(m is repre
sented in its correct and normal form. The confusion, 
common among barbarians, of the \Yif e \Yi th the slave 
(i. 2. 1252 b 5 sq.) is just noticed and no more. No time 
is spent on such deviation-forms of the Household as that 
mentioned as prevalent in Persia (Eth. Nie. 8. 12. u6ob 27), 
where the father uses his sons as slaves. The relation 
between master and slave is conceived as a relation in which 
each side finds its advantage. The retrospect thus acquires 
rather an ideal aspect. It is an historical retrospect, but 
the many erroneous types of each Kowwv{a which have pre
sented themselves are thrown on one side, and we take 
note only of the normal evolution. The gradual expan
sion of the solitary household into the clan-village and 
the city-State is an ideal picture, rather than an historically 
traceable fact. If Aristotle intends to imply that the 
household is coeval with the first origin of society, he 
omits to notice that society occasionally exists, as Hero-
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<lotus already knew, without the institution of marriage, 
even in its rudest polyandric form. Ari.stotle, again, traces 
the development of society without reference either to 
religion or to war, each of which has probably exercised 
a powerful influence upon it, even if they have not been 
the main factors in the movement. 

If we doubt whether the household finds a place in the 
most rudimentary form of society, and therefore whether 
the starting-point of Aristotle's evolution is really the true 
starting-point, we need not hesitate to deny that the cul
mination of the process, as he conceives it, is really its 
culmination. He seems to close the social evolution long 
before its real termination. The city-State, as he depicts 
it, without a Church, without fully developed professions, 
with an imperfectly organized industrial and agricultural 
system and a merely parochial extent of territory, cannot 
be considered 'self-complete,' as he asserts it to be: 
perhaps, indeed, no single State can be held to be so. 
The Eevos, again, finds no place in this sketch of social 
development: Aristotle's view of it, indeed, does not seem 
to be wholly self-consistent. For though not only (3arn

AE£a, which is one of the normal constitutions, but even 
naµ,(3arnA.da, the most divine of them all, might exist in 
an ~Bvos or group of ~Bvri (Pol. 3. 14. 1285 b 31 sq.), the 
lBvoS' is pronounced to be self-complete only in respect of 
things necessary ( avrapKYJS' EV TOtS' avayKafoiS', 4 ( 7 ). 4. l J26 b 
4 ), and also deficient in the 'differentiation ' which marks 
the State (2. 2. 1261 a 27). 

Two conclusions, especially, result from this inquiry: The ,,.JA.1~ 
th · h h ' · h b" f h · · the culmi-e one, t at t e not..iS' ts t e true su Ject o t e mvestl- nation of 

gations of Political Science ; the other, that the 7r6AiS', h.uman so-

b · 1 · ( , , , ) . c1ety and emg a natura entity rwv Kara cpvrnv rrvvErrTwrwv , ts not therefore 

a thing to take any and every shape that the convenience theb.true f 
• . . . su ~ect o 

of the md1v1dual may dictate, but, on the contrary, has political 

a physiology of its own, and a natural structure of its own, study. 

which must be ascertained. 
The Greek language left Aristotle no alternative, save 
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to identify the 7roAis- with the State. The term, which was 
thus placed before him for analysis, was not a term like our 
word ' State,' vague in etymology and meaning and thus 
susceptible of any connotation. It came to him fresh from 
popular use and full of associations of a definite kind. 
Evidently it implied, in the first place, that a State with
out a city at its centre was not a State at all. It is true 
that the word 7roAL'i' is occasionally used in the sense of 
' a country 1 '; but it has nothing of the vagueness in this 
respect of the Latin word ' respublica.' 

Another obvious inference from the word 7rOAL'i' was that 
the State was something inclusive and all-comprehending. 
The word 'respublica,' on the contrary, implies a distinction 
between 'res publica' and 'res privata.' The Greek word 
made it easy to regard the State as the whole of \Yhich the 
individual was a part. It led to a view of human society 
as a whole: no line was drawn between the social and the 
political system : production, trade, science, religion were as 
much phenomena of the State as government. IloALTLK~ 

was held to regulate all human activities and to provide 
for their harmonious co-operation for a common end. 

The word 7roAL'i', again, tended to suggest a limit to the 
size of the State. The city, it would be felt, could not be 
indefinitely large, and therefore, as the State \YaS a city, 
neither could the State. It implied, further, that the State 
involved a common social life (To <ro(~v) ; that a mere 
participation in a common government was not enough. It 
perhaps suggested the idea that the State was not an 
abstraction, existing apart from the human beings and the 
territory which made it up, but that it was a concrete thing 
hardly separable from its walls, its soil, its inhabitants and 

' ' above all, its citizens. Aristotle, indeed, uses the word 
7roAL'i' in conflicting senses. He often seems to use it so as 
to include all who exchange services of whatever kind 
within the State (e.g. Pol. I. 3. i253 b 2 sqq.: 2. 2. 1261 a 
23: 3· 4- 1 277 a 5 sqq., a passage \\·hich is perhaps only 
aporetic): more strictly, the r.oA.fraL are the 7rOAL'i' (6 (4). 

1 See Liddell and Scott, s. v. 
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rr. 1295 b 25: 3. 6. 1279 a 21); and this appears to be his 
prevailing view (3. 1. r 27 4 b 41 ). 

Lastly, the word implied, by its antithesis to the House
hold and the Village, that the State, though the highest, 
was not the only form of Society. To Hobbes the State 
is the earliest social unity. It was not so to Aristotle. 

Aristotle assumes, in the very first sentence of the Politics, The .,,.6>..:s 

that the State is a Kowwvta 1 • But what is a Kowwvla? We ::J':o.1via, 

search in vain in Aristotle's writings for any systematic ac- ~~1::~~~~d 
count of Kowwvta. As in the case of many other terms, we uvvOerov. 

are left to make out the meaning he attaches to the word 
from a number of scattered passages which rather imply 
than state it. The subject of Kowwvta is touched upon by 
Aristotle, partly in the Nicomachean Ethics, partly in the 
Politics. The household, for instance, so far as it is a form 
of Friendship ( <f>i>..ta), is treated in the Ethics. The virtues 
which go to the maintenance of a Kowwvla are described in 
the Ethics. In the Politics we have mostly to do with 
Koivwvtai composed of rulers and ruled, and with the prin-
ciples which determine the nature of the rule exercised. 
For there are Kowwvtai which are not composed of rulers 
and ruled, as will shortly be seen. We seem to gather from 
the scattered data we possess that every Koivwvta must-

1. Consist of at least two human beings diverse from 
each other (Eth. Nie. 5. 8. II33a 16 sqq.): and these human 
beings must not stand to each other in the relation of 
instrument and end, for in that case there will not be 
enough in common between them. At least, this is the 
teaching of Pol. 4 (7)· 8. 1328 a 21 sqq., and Eth. Nie. 8. 13. 
II6r a 32 sqq.: yet the first book of the Politics asserts 
a Koivwv{a between master and slave, which is a case of 
precisely that disparity. Perhaps the very unequal Kowwvta, 

like the unequal form of friendship, is to be regarded as 
a lower form of the thing, though not so low as wholly 
to forfeit the name. 

1 The word Kou1Cilvia is hardly will be seen from the text, a far 
translatable in English. It is, as wider term than 'association.' 
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2. These human beings are regarded as possessing &ya8a 

and exchanging them: thus a Koivwv{a is formed by a 
buyer and a seller, or by husband and wife. Beings who 
do not stand in need of anything or anybody do not form 
Koivwvtai: thus the gods, whom the Stoics conceived as being 
in Koivwv{a with men, cannot be so in Aristotle's view. 
The aya8a exchanged, even if in truth so diverse as to be 
incommensurable, must be commensurable in relation to 
demand (Eth. Nie. 5. 8. I 133 b I8): their ratio will in a fully 
developed society be measured by money. 

3. The two parties unite in a common action ( 7rpafis): see 
for illustrations Eth. Nie. 9. I 2. II 72 a 3 sqq. Buyer and 
seller unite in exchanging. The Koivwvot of a State unite 
in 'the best life of which they are capable' (Pol. 4 (7)· 8. 
1328 a 36): those of the best State in 'the actualization 
and perfect exercise of virtue' (38 ). This is the Kow6v n, 

which the existence of the Koivwv{a implies-a common aim 
{Eth. Nie. 8. II. u6o a 8 sqq.) and common action. 

4. A passage here and there in the Ethics seems to imply 
a compact, tacit or other, between the parties to the Koivwvla. 

So in Eth. Nie. 8. 14. u61b13 sq. we are told that 'Political 
Friendship' appears to rest on compact (al 7rOALTLKal. Kal 

<f>vA.enKa't Ka't ITVJ.mA.o'iKa't rn't 01JaL TOLaVTaL ( <f>iA.lai) KOLVWVL

Ka'is ( <fnA_{aLS) fO{Ka<TL p.aAAOV' ofov yap Ka8' 6µoA.oy£av TLVCt 
,/. I "' ' I ~' TC " \ ' C I ) 'l'aLVOVTaL ELVaL' ELS TaVTas uE Tar;;ELEV av TLS KaL TTJV r;;EVLK7JV ' 

while the friendship of relatives and comrades is held, on 
the contrary, not to rest on any such basis. There is 
nothing, however, to this effect in the Politics, where the 
State is distinctly traced to a root in the family relation. 

If We examine the llAAaKTLK~ KOLVwv{a, Or union for 
exchange, we shall find all these features present. Buyer 
and seller combine to exchange certain commodities on 
certain terms with a view to their own advantage. 

In a Koivwv{a of this simple kind, however, we notice the 
absence of one feature which is conspicuously present in the 
Koivwv{ai which pass before us in the opening chapters of 
the Politics-the household, village, and State. In Trade 
no relation of rule and subjection is established between 
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Al1:D A COMPOUXD WHOLE. 43 

the KowwvoC 1• The parties to an union for exchange stand, 
as such, on one and the same level. 

The State is thus not only a Kowwv{a, but a Kowwv{a 

consisting of rulers and ruled. It is a Whole composed of 
parts (1. 2. 1253 a 20: 4 (7)· 8. 1328 a 21 sq.), not a µC6s 
or a KpacrLs in which the mingled elements vanish, replaced 
by a new entity, the result of the mixture ; still less is 
it a cn}µ<f>va-is (Pol. 2. 4. 1262 b io sq.): it is, on the con
trary, a cn)vBecris (3· 3. l 276 b 6), an union in a compound 
form of uncompounded elements (acn)vBera), which continue 
to subsist as elements or parts within the compound Whole. 
Being a Whole, the State is composed of dissimilars ( 2. 2. 

1261 a 29), and includes within itself a ruling element and 
a ruled (1. 5. 1254 a 28 sq.). Its parts-and here its parts 
are taken to be the individuals composing it-stand to it in 
just the same relation as the parts of any other Whole do 
to that Whole ( r. 2. 1 253 a 26). The fact that the State is 
a vVhole thus leads to various important inferences as to 
its nature. 

Plato had drawn a close parallel between the State and 
the soul o~ the individual human being, but had not ex
plained how this resemblance comes to exist. Aristotle 
finds a parallel between the structure of the State and that 
of all IJ'vv8era ; so that it resembles, according to him, not 
one single exceptional entity, but nine-tenths of existent 
things, and the analogy becomes more comprehensible. 
If Aristotle seems, in one passage (Pol. I. 2. 1252 a 24), 
to speak of the State as the outcome of a process of 
growth, he does not apparently entertain the idea that this 
creates a special resemblance between it and a plant or 
animal-an 'organism,' as we term it. Still all Wholes, 

1 By using the expression oM' 
lDIX1)r Koivwviar oliafµiar Jg ~r €v Tt 

To y£vos (Pol. 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 25 : 
cp. I. 5. 1254 a 28), Aristotle seems 
to imply that there are Koivwv!ai 
which do not issue, like the State, 
in a Generic Unity, but if so, it is 
doubtful to what Koivwv!ai he refers. 
For the meaning of this term, 

see Metaph. 6. 6. 1016 a 24 sqq. : 
1016 b 31 sqq. Just as men, horses, 
and dogs are one in kind, for they 
are all animals, so the members 
of a State are one in kind, for they 
are all Koivwvot. One in kind, not 
merely one dvaXoylg: cp. Eth. N ic. 
I. 4. 1096 b 27. 
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44 TO UNDERST A,VD A THING IS 

and animals among them, are used occasionally to throw 
light on the structure of the State (e.g. l. 5. 1254 a 2 sqq.). 
The individual man, composed of soul and body, beyond 
all other members of the class-not, as Plato thought, the 
soul of the individual-affords an instructive analogy to 
the State, for he is, like it, a moral agent (4 (7). I. 1323 b 
33 sq.). Still, even here the parallel is not complete; for 
the State is essentially a plurality of human beings ( 2. 5: 
1263 b 36), and far more self-complete than the individual 
( 2. 2. 126 l b II). The State, however, as we have seen, 
resembles the individual in being a Whole constituted by 
nature. 

To under- We have thus ascertained the genus of things to which 
sht~nd ah the State belongs, but we must ascertain much more than 
t mg, ow-
ever, it is this about it, before we can claim to understand what the 
~~~~~~lt State is. Aristotle knew more clearly than any of his 
to its four predecessors how much an answer to the old Socratic 
causes, and . • h h" h h" . . 1 d Th d fi .. especially mqu1ry, w at t IS or t at t mg 1s, mvo ve . e e mt1on 
!0 discover of a thing is the statement of its causes: it involves the 
its matter 
and its end. tracing out of all the causes which make it. what it is : 

but, above all, it involves a knowledge of its end. To 
understand a thing is not to understand what it is made 
of, or what it looks like 1, but to understand its living 
operation ; and if we are to understand this, we must, 
above all, know its end. It is thus and thus only 
that we penetrate into its inmost being. This holds of 
the State, as of other things, though, as we have already 
seen, Political Science does not speculate about the State 
with a purely speculative aim, but \Vith the aim of regulating 
human action. 

In every object not devoid of Matter, the source of its 
being, or cause, which first attracts attention, is the mate-

1 Cp. de Part. An. r. r. 640 b 29 
, ' 1' - , ' sqq., H µ.ev ouv T'f O')(T//.LUT& KOL 

Tei> xpwµ.an £icaUTOV €UT& TWV TE C<fwv 
ical TWV µ.opiwv, opBwr &v t:.11µ.oicptror 
Xiyoi • cpaivemi yap ovTwr inroXa/3e'iv. 
<f>17ul yoilv 7TaVTI llijXov elvai oTov n 

T?V µ.opcp~v fonv 0 Jv8pW7TOr, rur 
OvTos- aVroV Tee Te ux.~µaTL 1eal T~ 
x.pwµ.an yvwp:µ.ou • icalTo& ic:al o 
TEBvewr f)(EL T?v avT?v TOV ux~µ.aTo~ 
µ.opcp~v, dXX' oµ.wr OVIC EuTLV av
Bpw7Tor. 
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rial out of which it is made. Ex nihilo nihil fit. How 
this material came to exist, how the Potential was brought 
into being, Aristotle does not attempt to explain. It is 
evident that his account of Becoming leaves Matter un
explained: it deals only with the later stage of the process, 
not with its earliest moments. He held Matter, in fact, 
to be eternal. Starting, however, from this point, we see 
that, if we wish to ref er a statue to its causes, the bronze or 
marble of which it is made takes a first place among them. 
A part from this, it would not be in existence at all. "Eva 

' • ' ,, \ , ' "C -r- ' ' "" ' µEv ovv Tponov aLTLOV l\.EYETaL TO E~ ov yLVETaL TL EVV7rap-

xovTOS, oiov 0 xaAKOS TOV avopLaVTOS KaL 0 lipyvpos T~S </naA.ris, 

Phys. 2. 3. 194 b 23. In this case the material is material 
in our sense of the word-it is body: in other cases it is 
not so-in fact not sensible, but intelligible: cp. Metaph. 
Z 6 8 < '>' '1\ ,, 8' < I '1\ '>' < ' . 10. 103 a J 'Y/ u Vl\T] a)'VW<TTOS Ka avrriv· Vl\T] u 'Y/ µEv 

' 8 I ' < '>' I > 8 ' ' 'j' \ ' \ t I\ aL<T TJTTJ E<TTLV TJ uE VOTJTT], aL<T TJTTJ µEV O~OV xa1\KOS KaL ~U1\0V 

KaL O<TTJ KLVTJT~ iJA.ri, VOTJT~ OE ~ EV TO'is al<T8TJTO'is vnapxov<Ta 

P.'Y/ 'fi al<T8rira, oiov Ta µa8riµaTLd 1• But whether body or 
not, matter is always a substratum in things susceptible 
of change ; cp. Metaph. H. I. 1042 a 32, QTL o' E<TTLV ov<Tla 

KaL ~ iJA.ri, o~A.ov· EV na<TaLS yap ra'is avTLKELP,EVaLs µEraf3o

A.at:s E<TT( TL TO vnoKdµEvov ral:s µEraf3oA.a'is. Thus cold air 
becomes warm air or warm air becomes cold air : there is 
a transition from one contrary affection to another : but 
this, and any other change, implies the existence of a 
tertium quid in addition to 'cold' and •warm,' a thing 
neither cold nor warm in itself, but capable of becoming 
cold or warm-this is 'air.' Air, then, is in this example 
the matter and substratum (iJA.ri and vnoKdµEVov). 'AvayKTJ 

vnE'iva( TL ro µEraf3aA.A.ov Els r~v Evavrlw<Tiv· ov yap ra 

Evavrla µEraf3&A.A.EL, Metaph. A. I. 1069 b 6. The characte
ristic, then, of matter is its capability of becoming this or 
that-its 'potentiality' (ro ovvaµEL ov), in a word. 'Matter 
is the potential, imperfect, inchoate, which the supervening 
Form actualizes into the perfect and complete, a transition 
from half-reality to entire reality or act. The Potential 1s 

1 Quoted by Grote, Aristotle, 2. i85. 
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46 THE MATERIAL AND FORMAL CAUSES. 

the undefined or indeterminate-what may be or what may 
not be-what is not yet actual, and may perhaps never 
become so, but is prepared to pass into actuality when the 
energizing principle comes to aid' (Grote, Aristotle, 2. 184 ). 
Aristotle's account of Matter varies from time to time, 
according as he finds himself obliged to read more or fewer 
attributes into the primitive ov ovK l!r.vw or J.t inroBE<Hws 
avayKa'iov. Taken at the lowest, this must possess a certain 
amount of spontaneous power-a capability of favouring 
by its suitability or marring by its defects the process from 
Potentiality to Actuality. Aristotle, however, as we have 
seen 1, occasionally treats it as almost an efficient cause. 
Indeed, as the 7TpWT71 fJA.71 and the f.axaT71 fJA.71 are both of 
them Matter, its nature must inevitably vary greatly. 

Evidently, then, though Matter is for certain things an 
indispensable condition of their being, it is nevertheless 
insufficient by itself fully to account for their existence. 
'EK yap xaAKOV avopiavra ytyvc:a-Bai <f>aµ,c:v, ov TOV xaAKOV av

optavTa, Phys. I. 7. 190 a 25. If bronze is to become a 
statue, the form of a statue must be impressed upon it. 
Thus (Phys. 2. 3. 194 b 26) l!r.A.\ov [Tpo;rov alrta AEyc:rai] To 
c:!oos Kal TO 7TapaoELyµ,a· TOVTO o' ECTTLV 0 Aoyos 0 TOV TL ~v 

c:Tvai Kal Ta TovTov yEv71 (the kinds or genera under which 
the species and specific form falls). If a saw is to be a saw, 
it must not only have a correct Material Cause (be made of 
iron), but also assume a correct Form (have teeth). It is 
then that the Potential passes into Actuality. 'In this 
way of putting the antithesis, the Potential is not so much 
implicated with the Actual as merged and suppressed to 
make room for the Actual ; it is as a half-grown passing into 
a full-grown ; being itself essential as a preliminary stage in 
the order of logical generation. The three logical divisions 
-Matter, Form, and the resulting Compound or Concrete 
(To <TVvo.\ov, TO. CTVVELA71µ,µ,Evov)-are here compressed into 
two, the Potential and the Actualization thereof. Actuality 
(EvEpyELa, f.vnAEXEta) coincides in meaning partly with the 
Form, partly with the resulting Compound; the Form being 

1 P. 17, where de Gen. An. 2. 6. 742 a 19 sqq. was referred to. 
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so much exalted, that the distinction between the two is 
almost effaced ' (Grote, Aristotle, ibid.). 

But, however we conceive the process by which Matter 
receives Form-whether as a growth of one into the other 
or as a combination of the two ( cn1v8E1TLS )-in either case 
a further power is necessary, whether to assist the growth 
or to effect the combination. This is the 'source of change' 
(o8Ev ~ KLV711Tis)-the efficient cause (Phys. 2. 3. 194 b 29 sqq., 
o8EV ~ apx~ T~S /J.ETa{3oA~S ~ 7rpWT1] ~ T~S ~pEJJ.~ITEWS, o!ov O 
f3ovAEV1Tas alnos Kal o 1TaT~p roil rfrvov Kal oA.ws To 7rowilv 

Toil 'Jfowvµ.lvov Kai. TO µ.Eraf3&.A.A.ov Toil 1uraf3aA.A.oµ.lvov ). But 
what is the efficient cause of a thing ? A house is built by 
a man : but then it is built by the man qua builder ; and 
he is a builder so far as he is possessed of the art of 
building. "Av8pwr.os olKoooµ.E'i on olKoooµos, o oE olKoo6µ.os 

' ' ' I> I ~ I ' ' ,, (Ph Kara T1]V OLKOuOµLK1]V' TOVTO TOLVVV 7rpOTEpov TO aLTLOV ys. 
2. 3. 195 b 23). The art of building, then, we find, is the 
efficient cause of the house. But then-still observing the 
same rule of following the chain of causation up to the 
h. h t (1> ~ ' ' ' ,, < , ' ' ' /". ~ 1g es cause uH aEL TO ainov EKaCTTOV TO aKpoTaTOV <:,1]TELV, 

Phys. 2. 3. 195 b 21 )-the art of building a house is insight 
into the Form of a house, possession of the Form (~ yap 

TEXV1/ ro E'loos, Metaph. Z. 9. 1034 a 24) : it is the presence 
in the mind of the conception, the type (TO r.ap&.oELyµ.a, 

Phys. 2. 3. 194 b 26): thus both in Nature and in Art like 
produces like, a man produces a man, a house a house, and 
so forth. We might even expect that Aristotle, like Plato 
(Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. I. 439. 3, 2nd edit.), would absorb the 
Efficient Cause wholly in the Formal, but this he does 
not do : a place is left by him for the efficient cause and 
a part for it to play (cp. de Gen. et Corr. 2. 9. 335 b 
7 sqq., OEL oE r.pOITE'ivai Kai. r~v Tpfr71v, ~v lir.avTES µ.Ev OVEL

pwTTOVITL, A.lyEL o' ovoELs (the efficient cause) .•.• El µ.Eu 

y&.p EITTLV atria Ta Elo71, OLa TL OVK ad YEVV~ ITVVEXWS, aA.i\a 
7TOTE µ."Ev 7TOTE o' ov, OVTWV Kal TWV Elowv UEL KaL TWU 

µE8EKTLKwv ;). Thus with him the art of building or the 
builder remains the efficient cause of the house, though 
we see that the Form must not only be ultimately im~ 
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pressed on the Matter, but must be pre-existent to the· 
whole operation. 

Nor yet is it sufficient that the Form of the thing should 
be complete if it cannot fulfil the end for which it is 
designed. A hand is not a hand if it does not fulfil 
the end of a hand : a stone hand, for instance, is not a 
hand at all, except in name. ITavra T<i' lpyc:i [},pL<rTaL Kat 

'"'S::: f d I ,... JI '\ I \ ' ' 
Tl/ uVJJaµEL, W<TTE f1-7JKETL TOLavTa OVTa ov l\.EKTEOV Ta avTa 

EivaL all' oµwvvµa (Pol. I. 2. I 253 a 23). It is in the 
end, and the end alone, that the whole evolution finds 
rest and completion. This is its term, and it is, if we 
look well into the matter, the deepest and most deter
mining cause throughout the movement. "Oµowv o' loLKE 
\\I ' " 'C'., I .+.. JI S:::' ' ' TO 1\.EYELV Ta aLna Es avayK7]S Kav EL ns uLa TO µaxmpLOV 
>' \ d~ J t_ \ \ e f I ~ < ~ ~ J \ \ ' J 

OLOLTO TO vuwp E<;;El\.7]1\.V EVaL µovov TOLS vupw1TLW<TLV, al\./\. ov 

~ ' ' ' I .. d ' I ,, (d G A uLa TO vyLaLVELV ov EVEKa TO µaxmpwv ETEfJ-EV e en. n. 
5. 8. 789 b 12). The End masters, as it were, every 
other agency-Form, Efficient Cause, Matter-and bends 
it to its service. It determines the Form the thing 
must assume: the saw is intended to sctw-therefore it 
must have teeth (its Form). It sets in motion the effi
cient cause, the worker in iron and his tools. It also 
produces, or chooses, or adapts for its purpose, the 
material out of which the saw is to be made. It must 
be made of iron: why? Because its end is to saw. The 
End is thus, in truth, the Beginning. It is a fixed point at 
the commencement and termination of a process ( E<TT~ To ov 

EVEKa EV ·Tol.'s aKLV~ToLs, Metaph. J\. 7. 1072 b 1). To seize 
and determine this fixed point is always possible, and till 
this has been done, the cause of the thing cannot be said 
to have been ascertained. 'End 7rAELoVS opwµEv alrias 7rEpl 

, , , "" , r , ,,. rl , , He , 
T7JV YEVE<TLV T7JV 't'V<TLK7]V, 0 ov T7JV TE ov EVEKa KaL T7JV 0 EV 7J 
2\,.. IS::: I\\ I I I\ 

u.px7J T7JS · KLV7J<TEWS, uLOpL<TTEOV KaL 1TEpL TOVTWV 1TOLa 7rpWT7J KaL 
~ f l,.i.. ,./., I ~' I ~ \ f rl f 
uEvnpa 1TE't'VKEV. 't'aLVETaL uE 7rpWT7], 7JV /\.EyoµEv EVEKa nvos• 

A.oyos yap OVTOS, apx~ o' 0 A.oyos oµo£ws lv TE TOLS' KaTa 

TEXV7JV Kai. EV TOLS <f>v<TEL CJ1JVE<TT7JKO<TLV 0 ~ yap rfi owvotq. 
.. ~ 'e' , , , , , , , t/ , , , 
71 TV aL<T 7J<TEL opL<Taµ£vos o µEv LaTpos T7JV vy~ELav, o o OLKO-

~' ' l' '~~' ',, '' ,, .. uoµos T7JV o KLav, anouLuoa<TL Tovs l\Oyovs Ka.L Tas cunas ov 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



THE POTENTIAL AND THE ACTUAL. 49 

7TOWV<J"LV EKtt<J"Tuv, Kat oion 7TOL1JT,OV oi5Tws (de Part. An. I. 

I. 639 b II sqq.) 1• 

In the foregoing statement of a familiar doctrine Teich
mtiller's clear and concise exposition (Kunst, pp. 63-78) has 
been especially followed. 

So nearly related, in Aristotle's view, are the formal, 
efficient, and final causes, that the four causes are often 
treated by him as, in fact, two only: e.g. de Part. An. 
I 6 ' \ w ~,, , I "' I(}' "'" \ ' 'C . I. 42 a I, fl(]"W apa uV ainai avTaL TO ov EVEKa KaL TO Es 

av&:yK71s: Phys. 2. 8. I 99 a 30, E7TEl ~ </JV<TLS OLTT~, ~ µ,'Ev ws 
i5/\11 ~ o' ws µ,op<f>~, T'AOS o' ai5T71, TOV d/\ovs o' gVEKa rlL\/\a, 

ai5T71 av EL7/ ~ alTta ~ ov gVEKa. We come back, then, to 
the Dualism of influences-Matter, and the Good or the 
End-which our examination of Necessity, Spontaneity, 
Nature, and Human Agency disclosed to us 2• 

This doctrine, it will be observed, does more than merely 
enumerate and classify the agencies, whose operation makes 
a thing what it is: it asserts that everything into the com
position of which matter enters, bears traces of a process, 
and it announces the law of this process-or motion, in the 
wide Aristotelian signification of the word-which is, that 
it begins in the Potential and ends in the Actual. The 
most diverse things can all of them be traced back to an 
€t ov, or material cause : · not only the statue to the metal 
of which it is formed, but the tree to seed, the conclusion 
to its premisses, moral virtue to desires implanted by nature, 
the octave to its component notes, these notes to the 
instrument which gives them utterance, words to syllables 
or sounds 3 ' : and the €t ov is always the Potential. 

1 This does not exclude occa
sional assertions that ' scientiae 
natura ac virtus in formali potius 
quam in finali causa cognoscenda 
ponitur' (Bonitz), such as that in 
Metaph. Z. 6. 1031 b 6, E-rrirrrryµ17 
yO.p EKciurov Eurlv Brav rO rl ljv flvaL 
lKelvcp y11wµe11 ( cp. 20). Contrast 
Metaph. A. 9. 992 a 29, oUJ£ Cifi cnrep 
ra'is bnrrrryµats opwµev t)JI aZnov, Cito 
Kat 'll"US JIOV> Kat 'll"U<ra cf;vrrt> 'll"otE'i, 

VOL.I. E 

oM€ ravr17> rry> alrias ~JI <f>aµfv 
f!vai µi.av rWv dp x&v, o.LJ3£v litrTETat rU. 
ftCi17. 

2 Aristotle's theory of the four 
causes did not long remain un
challenged, for the Stoics recog
nized only two, the material and 
the efficient causes (Zeller, Stoics 
Epicureans and Sceptics, p. 136). 

3 J.E. Erdmann, Geschichte der 
Philosophie, I. 125. 
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TheMatter If we now turn to the 7TOALs or City-State, we shall find 
S~at~~ that it also originates in an appropriate Ef ov, or material 

cause (Pol. 4 (7). + 1325 b 40 sqq.). It is not quite clear 
whether we are to reckon as part of its Matter, in addition 
to a population suitable in numbers and quality, a territory 
suitable in character and extent: but perhaps this may 
be Aristotle's meaning. The Matter of the State com
prises not only things tangible and • material' (in our sense 
of the word), such as the soil of the territory and the 
physical frames of the population, but also, as we see from 
a subsequent chapter (4 (7). 7), those gifts of mind and 
character (To gv8vµov, To owvorinKov ), which are there held 
to be characteristic of the Hellenic race, in contradistinction 
to other European races and to the races of Asia. 

The End of But to understand what the State normally is, we must 
the State. ascertain its true End. Without a knowledge of the End of 

the State, we cannot decide what Matter it must start with, 
what external goods must be at its command and how they 
are to be distributed, what ·activities' it presupposes and 
to whom they are to be assigned-we cannot, in fact, take 
a single step in the exploration of the field of Political 
Science. 

We see that to Aristotle the two central questions of 
Political Science were : l. What is the end of the State
not the universal end of things, but the end of the thing we 
call a State? 2. What Matter and organization will enable 
it to realize this end ? 

The The aim of Plato 1 had been less to explain the actual 
method of 
inquiry in world, than to find a region of realities which would afford 
Pol_itics to a firm foothold to Science. ' His whole philosophy is from 
which 
Plato's phi- the outset directed far less to the explanation of Becoming 
10~0P?i1cal than to the consideration of Being: the concepts hyposta-
prmc1p es . 
point. sized in the Ideas represent to us primarily that which is 

permanent in the vicissitude of phenomena, not the causes 

1 I have followed Zeller mainly 
in this brief reference to the Pla
tonic metaphysics, but I am aware 

that the subject is still under in
vestigation. 
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of that vicissitude. If Plato conceives them as living powers, 
this is only a concession forced from him by the facts of 
natural and spiritual life. But it is antagonistic to the main 
current. of his system, and cannot be harmonized with his 
other theorie~ respecting Ideas 1.' He is thus led, in theory 
at all events 2, to throw aside much as unworthy of his 
study and greatly to contract the field to which he directs 
his scrutiny 3- The phenomenon is merely a shadow (Rep. 
515): it is to be used merely as a starting-point (Rep. 511 
B, 508 D) : Dialectic must keep as far as possible on the 
level of the Ideas and must limit to the utmost its contact 
with the sensible world (Rep. 511 B, 53z A : Phileb. 58 A). 
His effort is to reach' what is purest' (ro Ka8apwrarov) in 
each thing (Phileb. 55 C), to arrive at the abstract (Phileb. 
56 D-E): thus the study of' matters relating to the sen
sible world, its origin, its affections, and its action on other 
things ' will be eschewed as concerned with things involved 
in a process of change ( ra yLyv6µEVa Kal ywri<T6µEVa Kal 
yqov6ra, Phileb. 59 A); or else tolerated as 'a source of 
recreation not involving repentance ' (Tim. 59 C, rlL\Aa OE
rwv TOLOVTWV OVOEV 'TfOLKtA.ov ETL owAoyt<Ta<T8aL T~V TWV ELK6rwv 
µilewv JJ-ETaOLWKOVTa lofov· ~v [frav TLS avanaV<TEWS gVEKa TOVS 
7rEpl TWV OVTWV aEl KaTaTL8EµEVOS A.6yovs, TOVS yEVf<TEWS nEpL 
OLa8EWJJ-EVOS ElKoTas aµHaµEAYJTOV ~oov~v KTaTaL, µfrpwv av EV 
r<i> f3£'f.' naLoLav Kal cppovLµov now'i:ro: cp. Tim. 29 C-D : Rep. 
508 D ). Plato seems even to regard this department of 
physical study as possessing less exactness ( aKplf3Eia) than 
Ethics and Politics: we may contrast, at least, his hesi
tating, almost apologetic, tone in the Timaeus (e.g. 29 C, 
59 C) with his positiveness in the Republic and the Laws. 

But to this view he could not adhere. He could not turn 
away from the phenomenal world, just at the moment when 
he had, as he thought, obtained a clue to its comprehension. 
He subjects the sphere of 'sensible things ' to examina-

1 Zeller, Plato, E. T. p. 269. 
2 'Aristotle does not employ that 

purely conceptual method, which 
Plato inculcates on the philoso
pher, although he himself has 

E Z 

attempted it only in special in
stances and incompletely' (Zeller, 
Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 173). 

3 See Zeller, Plato, E.T., p. 147. 
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tion, and finds that the Ideas stand related to it as causes. 
Thus, in the Meno (98 A, cp. Tim. 51 D-E), the cogni
tion of cause ( alr£as A.oywp.6s) is made the characteristic 
of Science : in the Phaedo the Ideas are viewed as 
'the proper and only efficient causes of things' (Zeller, 
Plato, Eng. Tr. p. 262 sq.): and further, the Idea of Good 
is to Plato the highest efficient and the highest final 
cause (Rep. 508 C, 517 C: Tim. 28 C sq.: and Phaedo 97 
B sqq., mo B: Rep. 540). 'In Plato's mind the concep
tion of knowledge and truth, the conception of objective 
reality or essence, and the conception of a systematic 
order or cosmos, alike implied the conception of a 
'good,' which cannot be identified with any of them, but is 
the condition or logical prius of them all 1.' Aristotle 
asserts, in a well-known passage (Metaph. A. 6. 988 a 8 sqq.: 
cp. A. 9. 991 a 20: 992 a 29), that Plato employed only two 
kinds of cause, the formal and the material, but, as Zeller 
has pointed out (Plato, p. 76), this does not appear to be 
altogether true. His treatment, however, of the efficient 
and final causes seems to leave much to be desired in 
respect of clearness and completeness. ' It \Vas a difficult 
problem to conceive classes as self-existent substances; but it 
was far more difficult to endow these unchangeable entities 
with motion, life, and thought' (as appears to be done in 
Soph. 248 E) ; 'to conceive them as moved, and yet as invari
able and not subject to Becoming; as po,,·ers, in spite of 
their absoluteness, operating in things' (Zeller, Plato, p. 268). 
So again, side by side with the V niversal End, the Idea of 
Good, though far below it, we discern specific ends, or Epya, of 
individual things (e.g. Rep. 352 D sqq.): and if the connexion 
between the two is traceable 2, it hardly seems sufficiently 

1 Mr. R. L. N ettleship in 
' Hellenica,' p. 176. 

2 'A thing is what it is in virtue 
of its position in such an order. 
As in the physical organism the 
character of each organ depends 
upon its relation to the whole, and 
has no existence apart from that 
relation (Rep. 420 D) ; as in the 

larger whole of the State each 
member only pre~erves his true 
individuality, so long as he takes 
his proper place in the organization 
of labour, and loses it when he 
ceases to do so (Rep. 420 E-42 I 
A: cp. 417 B, 466 B); so in the 
universal order of existence each 
constituent not only is understood, 
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worked out. ' The teleology of Plato preserves in the 
main the external character of the Socratic view of Nature, 
though the end of Nature is no longer exclusively the 
welfare of men, but the Good, Beauty, Proportion, and 
Order. The natural world and the forces of Nature are 
thus referred to an end external to themselves' (Zeller, 
Plato, p. 340). Thus to him the causes of things were not 
their immanent tendencies, but entities external to them
the Ideas and, above all, the Idea of Good-which alone 
can be said fully to exist, and whose uncongenial union with 
Matter generated a world of secondary and derivative 
reality. Plato's view, in fact, is found to involve the ex
istence of a third power-a World-Soul or a cn11uovpy6s-to 

wed Ideas with Matter. It is, indeed, true that Matter 
itself is not, with Plato, wholly passive; for he recognizes 
in things 'a kind of existence that cannot be derived from 
the Idea' (Zeller, Plato, p. 333) ; a power which the Idea 
cannot wholly master, the power of Necessity immanent in 
Matter, which may co-operate with or thwart the Idea. 
Still, on the whole, the one cause stands to the other as the 
indispensable condition stands to the actual and operative 
cause, for such is the Idea. The true Atlas which holds 
the world together is the Idea (Phaedo, 99 C). 

It is for this reason that the genuine lawgiver and ruler 
is the philosopher, whose gaze is fixed on 'ordered and 
unchanging things, neither wronging nor wronged by each 
other, but all keeping order and obedient to Reason,' and 
who has learnt from them lessons of a godlike orderliness 
and freedom from change. His business will be to look at 
'that which is naturally just and noble and temperate' and 
then at the corresponding elements in man 1, to glance 
repeatedly from one to the other, and, mingling the two, to 
create by appropriate modes of life 'the true human image 2

' 

but subsists, only so far as it re
mains true to its place in the order, 
and as that place is determined by 
the ruling principle, end, or" good" 
of the order, it is to this ultimately 
that it owes what it is' (Mr. R. L. 
N ettleship, 'Hellenica,' pp. r 76-7 ). 

1 Stallbaum compares Rep. 
597 B,;, £11 TD </Jv<m oilcra K°Ai1117 and 
fi11 o rEKTWll dpyauaTo: and Phaedo 
103 B, oiiTE TO £11 1,µ.i11 £11a11Tlo11 
oVTE TO lv Tn cpVufl. . 

2 Prof. J owett's Translat10n, 2. 

335 (edit. r). 
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(midway between the two?), 'taking a hint from that which 
Homer called divine and godlike in man: he will erase 
one feature and paint another in, till he has made human 
character as far as possible agreeable to God 1.' 

The method to which Plato's philosophical principles 
point would seem to be open to objection on the following 
grounds:-

I. it gives less prominence than Aristotle's to the neces
sity of a careful and minute study of the concrete thing: 

2. it affords less of definite guidance to the investigator. 
It fails to point out with equal clearness the path he is to 
follow: it is also less easy to say what contributes to the 
realization of the Idea of Good than what contributes to the 
realization of the specific end of a given thing, always sup
posing that that end can be determined : 

3. it supplies no philosophical reason for allowing weight 
to the opinions of men possessing experience but devoid of 
philosophy: 

4. in Politics, it points to the absolute rule of the few 
who know (i.e. have vision of the Ideas). 

How far does the method thus indicated appear to be 
employed in the political investigations of Plato? It is 
possible, with Zeller (Plato, p. 466 ), to find the central fact 
which determines the structure of the Republic in the 
principle that philosophers (or those who are conversant 
with the Ideas) are to rule: yet it is on a review of men's 
varied wants, and on a distribution of the task of supply
ing them in conformity with the principle of Division of 
Labour, that the organization of the State in three great 
classes-a point of critical importance-is made to rest 
(Rep. 369-376). The parallel of the soul of the individual 
human being also counts for much ; nor is the example of 

1 See Rep. 500 B-501 C, esp. 501 
B-C. I add the Greek, not feel
ing confident of the correctness of 
my own interpretation :-f!rrELm, 
oiµm, arrEpya(oµfvot rruKva &v iKaTi
pwcrE drro{3A.€rrot£V rrpos TE To cf>vcrft 
lJ{KULOV Kal KaAOV Kal crwcf>pov Kal 

, \ ..... \ \ , ... ? 
rravTa Ta TotavTa Kat rrpos €Kf!JIO av 
To EV Tots d11Bpwrro1s, Ep.rrototfv ~vµ
µ1yvvvTES TE Kal KEpavvvvTEs EK Twv 
E7l"LTT/l3wp.6.Twv -.o dvl!pElKEAov, drr' 
EKElvov TEKµatpop.£1101, 8 liry Kat 0µ11pos 
lKaA£crEv Ev Tots d11Bpwrro1s c!yy1yvo
µfvov Bwnliis TE Kal BweiKeAov. 
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the Lacedaemonian State without influence. The method 
actually followed in the Republic seems, therefore, to cor
respond only imperfectly with that announced by Plato 1• If 
this is true of the Republic, it is still more conspicuously 
true of the Laws. The State of the Laws evidences a closer 
attention to the facts of human nature, a fuller consciousness 
of its weaker side. The rulers must be less trusted and less 
autocratic-the ruled must be flattered with a semblance of 
political po\ver. The specific end of the State-the pro
duction of virtue in its citizens-is more largely taken into 
account : institutions must tend to produce virtue, or they 
have no raison d'ftrc (Laws, 770 D, 771 A). The best Hel
lenic experience is more fully drawn upon. 

The method actually followed by Aristotle stands in a The 

closer relation to his philosophical principles. To him the ~e~~i~h 
world is to be explained, not by the fact of a mysterious Aristotle's 
· · l' 2 f 1 d h' h philoso-mtermmg mg o two strong y contraste t mgs, t e non- phical 

existent and the existent, but by the rise of the semi- pri_nciples 
· · h · Wh h ld "d · pomt-ex1stent mto t e existent. at t e wor ev1 ences 1s not ascertain-

a conjunction, but an universal process of growth. The men~fiofthe 
spec1 c 

lowest and earliest term of the process contains the potenti- end. 

ality of the highest and last : the evolution is homogeneous 
from beginning to end, and must be studied as a whole. In 
place of the non-existent and the existent, we have the 
Potential and the Actual, means and an end ; and it is no 
longer possible to say that the one term of the process 
must be studied to the exclusion of the other. The end, 
again, being to Aristotle the specific end of the concrete 
thing, not an universal and extrinsic Idea, could only be 
ascertained, and its working traced, by means of a careful 
study of the concrete thing. When once identified, how-

1 In the view of Mr. H. Jackson 
(Journal of Philology, No. 19, p. 
149), the true, or highest, method 
is confessed by Plato both in the 
Phaedo (100 A sq.) and in the Re
public (509 D sqq.) to be 'an un
realized aspiration.' 

2 The Stoics returned to the no-

tion of an intermingling (Kpa<m) 
evidenced in the relation of the 
soul to the body, of property to 
subject-matter, of rj>vcn~ to <f>vrov, 
of God to the world (Zeller, Stoics, 
E.T., p. 133, note z), but to them 
the things intermingled were alike 
material. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



METHOD OF 

ever, it afforded real guidance to the investigator 1• The 
process, further, was one which had been striving to realize 
itself in the past-with imperfect success, no doubt, in the 
sphere of things human ('rroAAat yap cf>8opa"L Kai. A.vµ.ai av8pw

?TWV y[vovrni, Eth. Nie. IO. 5. I I 76 a 20 ), but still the world, or 
at all events the Hellenic world, had not gone altogether 
astray. The Household had passed into the Village, and 
the Village into the City-State ; and now it only remained 
to make the City-State all that it should be. It was not 
reserved for philosophy in the fourth century before Christ 
to impress for the first time the Idea on the phenomena of 
politics: what was needed was to assist Nature in achieving 
her own already half-executed design 2• Political Science is 
not called upon, as a deus ex machina, to bring passive 
matter to intermingle with the Ideas: on the contrary, it 
finds a natural process already in action, and its business is 
to study this process, to assist it and amend it. Aristotle's 
principle, in its application to Political Science, did not, 
indeed, amount to a metaphysical justification of History in 
general, or even of the History of the best-endowed race or 
races, but it suggested an acceptance of the best Greek 
experience, whether recorded in institutions or opinion, as 
the rough ore of truth, needing to be sifted and purged 
from dross, but capable of yielding, in skilful hands, much 
that was of permanent value. 

To Aristotle the world of concrete existence was not 

1 Cp.Aristot.Eth. Nie. I. 4. 1097a 
8 sqq., arropo11lJE Ka! Tl wcpEA1JfJ~<J"ETat 
vcpci11T1JS Ti TEKTOOV rrpos TIJV aVTOV 
rix111111 EZar:i. avTO Taya8011, Ti rrws 
laTptK<i>upos Ti rrTpaT1Jyt1<wupos errrni 
o rY,v la€a11 avTY,11 u8rnµf.vos' cpui
JJETat µEv yUp oV&£ Ti,v Vyl.Eiav oVr<V~ 
itrt<FK.OtrE'iv 0 larpO~, dAAcl r~v dvtJpW-
7TDv, µO.A.A.011 ()' Zuoos TY,11 ToulJe' Ka8' 
£1<arrTov yap laTpEvEL. On. this, how
ever, see Ramsauer"s note on Eth. 
Kie. I. 4. rn97 a 12, who contrasts 
Rhct. I. 2. 1356 b 28, ovlJEµia (Ji 
r£x1111 <TKD'TTEL TO 1<a8' €1<arrrnv, oTov ~ 
lnrpuc.~ ri ~wKpcirEL rO Vytnv6v furu1 
~ KaA.Xic,i, dAA.a ri Tc:'i TOtrflJE " Tots 

Towlrr~E ( TovTo µ€v yap evTexvov, To 
(Ji 1<a8' £1<a<TTOV arrELpov Kai OVK lm
<TTl)TtJV ), 

2 Cp. 4 (7). IO. 1329 b 25-35, 
where the argument is that the 
world and mankind have existed 
from everlasting, and that the 
business of the philosopher is not 
so much to discover something 
wholly new, as to accept what 
men have been obliged by ne
cessity or enabled by leisure long 
ago to discover, and to add the 
finishing touch where anything 
has been overlooked. See also 
2. 5. 1264a I sqq. 
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a mere world of 'copies,' or, at best, of derivative reality, 
from which one should escape and pass on as rapidly as 
possible to the world of complete reality; it was thoroughly 
real 1, if not the only reality 2, and deserved the closest study. 
That which Plato, starting from the Ideas, had viewed as 
a gratuitous or unexplained decadence, Aristotle, starting 
from the opposite pole, regards as an upward movement, 
an ooos Els <f>vaw. ·where Plato had traced a dilution or 
obscuration of real existence, Aristotle finds the process 
by which real existence is achieved. The world of change, 
which Plato approached with half-averted eyes, was exactly 
the subject to which Aristotle was most drawn, for he 
claimed to have discovered the law of all change. It was 
not to him in itself the most knowable of subjects, but it 
was perhaps that of which we know most. Physical study, 
for example, which Plato had been inclined to eschew, and 
which, in fact, occupies only a subordinate position in his 
writings, claimed a larger share of Aristotle's attention than 
any other subject; and the greater part of his works as 
we possess them has to do with this subject (Zeller, 
Plato, p. 146). It is not to him, as it had been to Plato, 
in comparison with the study of things eternally existent, 
a pastime or recreation, or 'a source of pleasure not invol
ving repentance' (Tim. 59 C) ; it is a part of Theoretic 
Science, linked by this common title to Mathematics and 
the First Philosophy. 

Aristotle had already taken an important step in extend
ing and accentuating the recognition previously given by 
Plato to the Material Cause. Matter to him is something 
more than a subordinate power which may assist or impede, 

1 Cp. Categ. 5. 2 a 11, ol!ula oi 
) ( I I \ I \ 

EITTLV 1J KVpLWTllTa TE KaL 1TpWTW~ KaL 

p.aAtUTa 'A.eyop.ev11, ~ µ~u Ka8' vrro
KELp.evov TLVO~ Aey<rnL µ~-r' EV vrro
JCELµEvcp Ttvl lcrnv, oTov 0 rls- d.v8pru7ror 
~ o -rl~ L7T1To~, and see Zeller, Gr. 
Ph. 2. 2. 305 sqq. 

2 Cp. Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 339 : 
'In addition to corporeal entities, 
Aristotle recognizes in the Deity, 

the spirits of the spheres' {as to 
these, see Zeller, ibid. p. 455), 'and 
the rational part of the human soul 
incorporeal entities not encum
bered with ;\latter, which we must 
likewise regard as individual enti
ties.' See also Heyder, Vergleich
ung der Aristot. und Hegel'schen 
Dialektik, i. p. 186, n. 
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something more than a mere f.t ov, or ov ovK ltvEv, or a mere 
Potential in a passive sense; it is the source not only of the 
accidental concomitants of a thing, but also of some which 
enter deeply into its essence and help to constitute its 
specific form, such as the difference of sex, the contrast 
of man and brute, the distinction of the transitory and 
variable from the eternal and invariable. It is, apparently, 
even the source of individuality in things falling under one 
and the same i"nfima specz"es, for it marks off Socrates 
from Callias. It is, above all, the source of the evolution, 
which, wherever change and movement find a place, carries 
the particular thing on to the realization of its specific end 1• 

It is susceptible of affection, and, it would seem, of aff ec
tion for the highest of objects (for God 'causes motion as 
an object of love'-KivE'i ws f.pwµEvov, Metaph. A. 7. 1072 b 
3), though it reaches the highest only by realizing, as part 
of a Compound Whole (o-VvoA.ov), the specific end of that 
Compound Whole. Even the 'First Matter' (7rpWTTJ vA.ri)

the furthest point to which we penetrate in stripping off 
attributes, the substratum in its most naked form-has 
something active in its Potentiality. Trace things back as 
far as we may, we come to nothing purely passive; Any 
defect in the composition of the Material Cause distorts the 
outcome of the evolution, without, however, depriving it of 
the reality which always attaches to the concrete thing, 
or justifying its neglect by the inquirer. In the Politics, 
as we have seen, the defective forms of the 1T6A.Ls, if only 
the n6A.Ls type is attained, are held to deserve most careful 
study. 

It was, however, a far more important step to make the 
specific end the key to Science. But in what sense are 
things said to have a specific end? In the broadest and 
most general interpretation of the term, the specific end 
is that for the sake of which the species exists to which the 
thing belongs (TO ov gvEKa ). But this phrase is susceptible 
of many meanings. We are told, for instance, in the 
Politics, that the worse exists always for the sake of the 

1 On the foregoing, see Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 336-344. 
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better (al El ro XE'ipov roil {3EA.rfov6> Ea-nv gVEKEV, 4 (7 ). 14. 
1333 a 21). This implies, not only that the worse elements 
in the individual thing exist for the sake of the better, 
but also that the thing itself exists for the sake of that 
which is better than it. So plants and animals exist for 
the sake of man (Pol. 1. 8. 1256 b 15 sqq.) ; and we seem 
to be on the high road to a purely external teleology 1, like 
that of Socrates, a creed which adds this to its other dis
advantages, that the end it assumes throws no light on the 
nature of the thing. For how do we learn the nature of 
animals by learning that they exist for the sake of man? 
The prevailing view of Aristotle, however, is very different 
from this. He does not hold that man exists for the sake 
of the State, though the State is better than man, or for 
the sake of the heavenly bodies, though these are far 
diviner than man (Eth. Nie. 6. 7. n41 a 34 sqq.), nor even 
for the sake of God. And so again, man is only in a sense 
the end of the things to which he is an end ( 7rw> r'A.o>, 

Phys. 2. 2. 194 a 35). 
We obtain a clearer view of the true nature of the 

specific end, when we conceive it as the term of a move
ment. Movement exists and needs explanation : it be
comes explainable if it has a term. There are four kinds 
of movement, or change-change in essence (generation and 
destruction), change in quantity (increase and diminution), 
change in quality (alteration), change in place (motion). 
Aristotle's theory implies a likeness between the terminal 
point of a movement and the aim of a change ; and indeed 
a likeness between movement and the act of 'striving after' 
(ro €<f>tE:aBm aya8ov nv6>, Eth. Nie. J. r. 1094 a 2). Both 
analogies seem somewhat strained. If we ask, what is this 
terminal point to which each thing is supposed to move 
-which appears as the goal of movement, the aim in 
change, the object of desire-the answer is 'Actuality.' 
The Actualization of the Potential is always the end. In 
what does this consist? 'That is always most desirable 

1 See Eucken, Methode der 
Aristot. F orschung, pp. 8 3-7 : p. 98, 

for the traces in Aristotle's writ
ings of this point of view. 
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for every one which is the highest attainable by him' (Pol. 
4 (7). 14. 1333 a 29): or, as we are elsewhere told, 'that 
which is special to each thing (Wwv) is the end for which 
it came into being' (de Gen. An. 2. 3. 7 36 b 4). The Poten
tial becomes actualized, when the given thing is found to 
discharge its highest attainable function, or the function 
which is specially its own. Thus the end of the natural 
slave is to do the best thing he can do (Pol. I. 5. 1254 b 
l 7 sqq., oiaKELVTaL Of TOvTov Tov Tponov C5<Twv E<TTlV lpyov ~ 

TOV <TWµ.arns XPii<TLS, KaL TOVT' E<TT' an' avTWV {3EATL<TTOV); and 
the same thing is true of the State. Aristotle, in fact, 
identifies 'that which is best for each thing ' 'vith ' the best 
which it can do' (To an' avrnv {3EA.n<Trnv, or, as it is usually 
expressed, To EvoExoµ.Evov {3EATL<TTov). The relation of the 
specific end to the Supreme End-God-is left obscure, 
but we gather that the true way to the latter lies through 
the realization of the former. 

In this immense generalization, which views everything 
as having a single raison d'etre, and this assignable by 
man, a thousand minor distinctions between things seem 
to vanish. The law holds of things inanimate and things 
animate-of movement (or change), of growth, of the action 
of brutes, of moral action, of thought. An end is viewed 
as equally an end, whether pursued unconsciously or 
consciously, by an inanimate object or by man, with an 
exercise of Moral Choice or without it. Moral action 
( npatis) and movement ( KtVlJ<TLs ), though usually distin
guished (e.g. Metaph. 0. 6. lo48b 21), agree in obeying 
this law. 

We need not wonder that Aristotle himself feels the 
principle to be more applicable to some things than to 
others. As we go upward in 1\ ature, the end discloses 
itself more distinctly (ad Of µ.aA.A.ov o1JA.ov bl TWV V<TrEpwv 

' "'A ,., ""'l ~ ' ,., I ~ ~' ' ' ' KaL 0 WS O<Ta 0 ov opyava KaL EVEKa TOV • • • l)TTOV u E'ITL <TapKOS 

Kal O<TTOV Ta TOLaVTa o1JA.a. ETL o' E'irl nvpO>' Ka'i voaTOs [ Ka'i] y1Js 

~rrov· To yap ov EVEKa ijKL<Tra Evrnv8a 01,A.ov C5-;rov 7rAEL<TTOv T1,s 

vA.11s, Meteor. 4. 12. 389 b 29 : Kat Ev To'i:s <jJvTo'i:s lvE<TTL To 

EVEKa rov, ~TTOV OE oL~p8pwraL, Phys. 2. 8. i99 b 9 : both pas-
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sages are referred to by Eucken, Op. cit., p. 70). Compare the 
noble passage in the Metaphysics (A. 10. 1075 a II sqq.), 

I ~\ I I >\ \' ' < I \ \ \ \ 7TUVTa UE <TVVTETUKTUL nws, at\/\. ovx OJ.lOLWS, KaL 7TJ\WTa KUL 

7TTrJVa Kal <f>vn{· Kal ovx ovTws ~XEL ~cru µ,~ c:ivaL OaTEp<f npos 

e&.upov J.lrJOEV, aA.A.' E<TTL TL' npos µ,'Ev yap ~v &navrn <TVVTETaK-
,,,, rf > > I ~ >\ e' " "t rl TaL, al\./\. W<T7TEp EV OLKL<f TOLS El\.W c:pOLS TJKL<TTa E\;EO"TLV 0 TL 

frvxc: 7TOLE'iv, aA.A.a n&.vrn ~ Ta 7rAEL<TTa TETaKTaL, TOLS OE avopa-

7TOOOLS Kal To'i:s OripCois J.lLKpov To c:ls To KoLvov, To o'E noA.v o TL 

frvxw TOLUVTTJ yap ha<TTOV apx~ avTWV ~ <f>v<TLS E<TTLV. Even 
in organic life preferences of Na tu re can be traced not 
contributing to the end (Eucken, p. 79. 2); nor yet to the 
preservation of the particular animal or species (ibid. p. 83. 
I, 3). If the end eludes us at the lower pole of the scale 
of being, can we trace it at the opposite pole? Has the 
Supreme End an end? And where the teleological rela
tion most clearly manifests itself, we ask how it is that 
each object exists for only one, or one chief, end? Why 
has it not twenty ends, all on a level? Is it true, again, 
that the end of a thing is not the sum of the functions 
it fulfils, or ought to fulfil, but the highest of them only? 
And how is the highest to be identified ? 

We are here, however, concerned with Practical Science, The tele

and in Practical Science the teleological method may be olotghicadl. 
me o m 

more applicable than in relation to other subjects. It is Politics, 

b · h h · ' h h' · r ' b and the o vious t at t e question, w at a t mg is 1or, may e a use made 

far more fruitful question in relation to some things than to of it by 

h I 1 . 1. l h . . . l . Aristotle. ot ers. t may resu t m itt e w en we raise it m re at10n 
to a plant or an animal, and be full of instruction when we 
raise it in relation to a State. ' In purely physical science 
there is not much temptation to assume the ulterior office' 
of deciding whether the ends pursued 'are such as ought to 
be pursued, and, if so, in what cases and to how great a 
length ' ; 'but those who treat of human nature and society 
invariably claim it ; they always undertake to say, not 
merely what is, but what ought to be. To entitle them to 
do this, a complete doctrine of Teleology is indispensable 1

.' 

1 J. S. Mill, System of Logic, 
2. 524 (ed. 3). See also Mr. 

Herbert Spencer's remarks in 
Mz'ndfor Jan. 1881, p.,82 sqq. 
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It is necessary to know what the State is to do before we 
can decide what it ought to be. 

Yet is it possible to prescribe a single end to the State
one invariable end at all times and in all places-or even 
one chief end? The difficulty is increased when Aristotle 
identifies the end of the State with the end of social exist
ence, and that with the end of human action; for the vast 
question of the end of human life is thus cast like a barrier 
across the threshold of Politics. The method, again, by 
which he seeks to determine the end of the State seems 
hardly adequate to such a problem. We look in vain for a 
careful historical investigation into what the State can do: 
what it tends to do, is indirectly considered in the chapter 
(Pol. I. 2) which treats of the origin of society; but even 
this question can hardly be said to receive sufficient con
sideration. Yet these are points which should be investi
gated before we inquire what the State ought to do. 
Aristotle seems to rest his solution of this latter problem on 
Opinion (that of OL aKpif3ws 8EwpovvTEs, Pol. 3· 9· 1280 b 28), so 
far as he does not rest it on a rather ideal historical retro
spect (Pol. I. 2). He himself sees that the true end of 
society only discloses itself after the State has existed a 
certain time, for at its first appearance its end is mere life, 
not good life ; yet he believes that in his day experience 
was sufficiently complete to justify an absolute conclusion 
on the subject. In reality, however, his view of the end of 
the State stands in close connexion \\·ith his general concep
tion of the end of organic life. Good life is the end of man 
in a higher degree than of animals and plants 1, and as the 
State is a collection of human beings, it must be the end of 
the State. 

Even, however, when the end is ascertained, we are not 
in possession of a means of determining once for all the true 
structure of the State. The concrete interpretation of the 

1 Cp. de Part. An. 2. 10. 656 a 
3 sqq., TU lie 7rpos rcil (ijv a'ia·81/CTIV 
€xovra 7rOAvµ.op<f>oripav EXEi rT]v 
ltiav, Kal roVT6JV ErE pa rrpO ErEpwv 
µ.aXA.ov Ka( 7roA.vxovrnipa11, oCToov µ.T] 

µ.611011 roi! (ijv aAA<I Kat roi! £~ (Tjv 
~ </>vCT1s p.Er£iX11<f>w· rowi!ro l!' l<Trl 
ro rwv d118pchoo11 y€vos' ;, yap µ.611011 
J1-ETEXH roi! 8Eiov rwv ~µ.'iv yvoopiµ.0011 
C<foov ;, µ.aALCTra mivroov. 
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end may vary 1• One and the same end, again, may be 
reached by different paths under different circumstances. 
Aristotle, it is true, does not recognize this, for he conceives 
that the end which he assigns to the State can only be 
fully realized by a single type of social and political organi
zation. But he allows that the instances are few in which 
the 'best State' can come into being (6 (4). I I. 1295 a 25 
sqq.), and he seems to make but little use of the end of 
the State in his inquiries respecting the imperfect consti
tutions2, under which, nevertheless, nine-tenths of those who 
reach the n6A.is stage of society must expect to live. The 
durability of the constitution, rather than its favourableness 
to good life, seems here to be the aim he keeps in view. 
Nor can the institutions of even the best State be nakedly 
deduced from its end. The means of realizing the end (ra 
npos ro dA.os )-in other words, the organization of the State 
-have to be otherwise ascertained. For this purpose, the 
'social functions' ( #pya) necessary to the n6Ais are enume
rated, and as it proves on inquiry that they ought not to 
be indiscriminately opened to all the denizens of the State, 
the creation of y~vri-a term under which classes, trades, and 
departments of the State are included without distinction
follows of necessity 3• In the whole inquiry it is evident that 
the institutions of actually existing societies, and especially 
of Hellenic societies, are present to Aristotle's mind, the End 
being used as a standard by which to correct the data thus 
gained. The End is kept in view in selecting the Matter of 
the State and in improving it by education and law: it 
serves as a measure of rights within the State, for the just 
is relative to the End (3. 9: 3. I 2-13) : it helps us to 
determine the true size of the State, and the limits within 
which the participation in ayaea it implies is to be confined : 

1 Compare, for instance, Aris
totle's interpretation of ro fl~ (~11 
with Cicero's (de Rep. 4. 3. 3: 5· 
6. 8). 

2 So far at least as the Sixth, 
Seventh, and Eighth Books (the 
old Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth) are 

concerned, for the true end of the 
State is evidently often present to 
Aristotle's mind in his criticisms 
of the Lacedaemonian, Cretan, 
and Carthaginian constitutions. 

3 Pol. 4 (7). 8-10. 
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it regulates the creation and accumulation of wealth; but 
it will not supply the place of a knowledge of human nature, 
or of political experience, or of historical information. 

The application of the teleological method by Aristotle 
is further qualified by an occasional resort to principles not 
special to Political, or even to Practical, Science. He not 
unfrequently accepts a kind of evidence which he terms 
'the evidence of reasoning' ( r, rwv A.6ywv r.L<TTLS ), and which 
is distinguished by him from proof based on principles special 
to a given science (h TWV olKELWV apxwv)1, and from proof 
based on detailed knowledge and experience 2

- He recog
nizes, in fact, more roads than one to the truth ; and thus, 
when in the Politics (4 (7). 4) he investigates the true size of 
the State, he finds that the evidence of reasoning-broad 
reasoning from the universal conditions of order ( ra6s )
leads him to a true conclusion; and indeed, not only the 
evidence of reasoning, but that of observed facts, and in 
particular, the fact that no reputedly well-constituted State 
is indefinitely large. 

It is thus evident that the teleological method is not 
applied by Aristotle in its purity. He could not approach 
the problem, how best to adjust the State to its end, wifh
out a consciousness that the State is not an unique thing, 
or a thing capable of being severed from other things, and 
dealt with by itself. On the contrary, it belongs, in his 
view, to a whole class of things-the class of things into 
which Matter enters ; it is, consequently, subject to the play 
of Potentiality and Actuality : it is, further, a Kowwvta and 
a Kowwvta issuing in a Natural \\rho le. \Ve are not, there
fore, at liberty to determine the mode in which it is to 
achieve the end for which it exists, without reference to the 

1 e.g. de Gen. An. 2. 8. 7 47 b 28, 
X.€yw CJE X.oy11<ryv ( U7TOCJEL~Lv) ()dz 
TovTo, on 8ucp Ka86X.ov µ.aX.X.ov, 1Top
pwr€pw rwv ol1<Eiwv lurlv dpxwv. 

2 e.g. de Gen. et Corr. I. 2. 

316 a 5 sqq., ai'nov ()€ rov E1T' 
€XaTTov CJuvauBai ra 6µ.oX.oyovµ.Eva 
uvvopav T, a1Tnpla· CJ10 8uoi lvcp1<T,
KauL µ.aX.X.ov lv rol~ <j>vutKolr, µ.iiXX.ov 

CJuvavrai v1Toriecu8ai Totavra~ dpxa~ 
aL f1TL 1ToAV avvavra1. UVV£ip£1.v· oi a' 
EK TWV 1TOAAWV X.oywv a8€Cdp1)TOL TWV 
v1Tapxovrwv ovur, 1Tpo~ oX!ya {3X.€
..Jravu~, a1Torpaivovrat p~ov· toot fj' 
tf.v TLS' Knl fK ro-LJrwv 0<Tov aiacpi
povutv ol cpvutKw~ Kat X.oyiKw~ u1<0-
1TOVVTH. See on this subject Zeller, 
Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 171. 2. 
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general laws which govern all cases of genesis. We cannot 
deal with Political Science apart from the Science of Being 
and Becoming. Nor can we deal with it without the 
guidance of the best attainable Experience and Opinion. In 
well-constituted individuals and races, things tend to work 
themselves out right, and we must take the history and 
institutions of such races into account. 

We see, therefore, that Aristotle approached the subject 
of Politics with some prepossessions : on the one hand, he 
brought to its study a metaphysical creed, which led him to 
expect the State to conform to the laws of structure and 
working which he traced in things in general; on the other, 
he was biassed in favour of Hellenic institutions. He was 
thus led on from the assertion of a single and invariable end 
for the State to the far more questionable doctrine, that the 
State can only achieve this end by the adoption of one 
unvarying type of structure, which it is possible to map out 
in considerable detail 1• Nor was the end which he assigned 
to the State one that was likely to suggest a satisfactory 
structure. The end of a thing is, in his view, as has been 
said, not the sum of the functions discharged by it, but the 
highest of them only. If that highest function can only be 
discharged by a part of the Whole, then that part becomes, 
in fact, the Whole. To it all other parts become mere 
means; they exist for it and are merely subsidiary to it. 
The State thus came to be, as we shall hereafter see, not 
only an union of unequals, which may very well be its 
character, but an union of classes which are mere means 
with a class which is related to them as their end. The 
mutual relation of the component elements of the State was 
thus distorted and denaturalised. Aristotle's ' best State' 
is exactly the kind of State to which a Teleology such as 
his pointed. The classes of which it is composed are re
morselessly distributed into means and ends. Two thirds 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 2. 5. I ro6 b 28, To 

µ€11 aµapTUVElll rro'A'Aaxw~ ECJ'TLIJ (TO 
yap KaKov Tov chEipov, w~ o1 ITv8a
y6pELoi ELKa(ov, ro ()' dyaBov Tov 
7rE7rEpacrµ€vov ), TO CJ€ Karoptlovv µova-

VOL. I. F 

xw>- We need not here pause to 
consider, how far Aristotle's error, 
if such it is, has been repeated, 
even down to our own day. 
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66 THE TELEOLOGICAL METHOD 

of them fall under the former head, one third under the 
latter. Since, further, the particular type of social and 
political organization, which Aristotle held to be the only 
true one, was nowhere even approximately realized, a 
shadow of illegitimacy was cast on the actual State ; it 
did not, perhaps it could not, fulfil the true end, or dis
tribute social functions and social advantages in accordance 
with true justice or true expediency ; and a doubt might 
well arise whether it possessed any real claim to the 
obedience of the citizen, or, at all events, to his active 
participation in its concerns. Its authority was weakened, 
and a sanction indirectly given to that detachment from 
politics, which Aristotle probably desired to combat 1, but 
which was the growing tendency of the age ; and not only 
to detachment from politics, but to political indifference 
and disaffection. 

On the other hand, his emphatic reference of the State to 
an end had its advantages. There had been a time when 
the State itself had been viewed as the end of human life 2 ; 

and if Socrates, Xenophon, and Plato had already 'taught 
the existence of a virtue of man as man, not limited in its 
exercise to action on behalf of the State, and had treated the 
State only as a means for the realization of virtue, not as the 
ultimate moral end 3,' Aristotle's more systematic reference 
of the State to an end was a welcome confirmation of 
their view. It seemed to provide a definite standard, the 
application of which would rob political inquiry of its 
arbitrariness and uncertainty, would supply it with a 
criterion of right and wrong, and raise men above those 
'media axiomata,' among which in these subjects they 

1 We may perhaps infer this 
from the general tenour of the 
Politics. Aristotle not only insists 
that the individual is a part of the 
State (r. 2. 1253 a 18 sq.) and be
longs to the State, not to himself 
(5 (8). r. 1337 a 27 sq.), and that 
the active virtues contribute to the 
enjoyment of leisure (4 (7 ). I 5. 
1334 a 16 sq.), but he also presses 

the improvement of actual consti
~utio_ns on the attention of political 
mqmrers, and declares that this is 
as much the business of Political 
Science as the portraiture of an 
ideal State (6 (4). I. 1289a 1 sqq.). 

~ Zeller, Gr. Ph. r. 61 (4th 
edit.): cp. Plato, l\Ieno 73 A: 
73 c. 

3 Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. r. 33 (ed. 2). 
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usually move. If a knowledge of the End was useful in 
departments of science where we cannot hope to modify 
phenomena but only to understand them, it was likely to 
be doubly so in Practical Science-a field in ·which imper
fection seemed to arise more. easily, and almost more 
legitimately, than elsewhere; where the material cause was 
more commonly defective or treacherous, where error or 
oversight was more fatal, and 'deviation from the true 
path' (r.apEK{3acns) was especially frequent 1 ; and where, 
at the same time, we might hope to effect amendment, 
for though the best State might lie beyond the reach 
of almost all, there were (so Aristotle held) fairly satis
factory forms of social and political organization, of which 
this could not be said. For one important lesson, at all 
events, we may probably thank Aristotle's teleological treat
ment of Politics. It tended to negative in advance the 
many theories, which, from century to century, down to our 
own day, have claimed for some one social element-whether 
King, people, or Pope-an indefeasible right of sovereignty 
irrespective of contribution to the general welfare. Power 
falls of right, in Aristotle's view, to those who, be they many 
or few, are qualified by intrinsic merit and command of 
material resources to contribute effectually to the end for 
which the State exists. 

Aristotle's error lay, not in seeking to discover the end 
of the State, for he was right in accounting this to be the 
first step in Political Science, but in imposing on it one 
unvarying end, in giving too narrow an interpretation to 
that end, and in holding that it could only be fully attained 
through one type of society. 

1 Communities are liable to 
aKpaa{a no less than individuals 
(Pol. 7 (5).9. 131oa 18); and Politi
cal Science, in Aristotle's hands, is 
evidently far more tolerant of the 
faultier constitutions than Ethical 
Science is of the faultier types of 
character. \\'e have only to read 
the book of the Politics which 
treats of Revolutions, to see how 

easily the constitution may slip 
from one form to another : the 
configuration of its territory, acci
dent, as at Athens (Pol. 2. 12. 
1274a 12), a want of vigilance on 
the part of the holders of power, 
facts in the past history of the 
State, may all avail to bring about 
a change. 

F 2 
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The end If we pass on to examine the end assigned by Aristotle 
~:f~~~~~~ to the 7roA.is, we shall find that here he diverges to a certain 
the 71"?>--i~ extent from the Socratic tradition, to which both Xenophon 
examrned. and Plato adhered. The office of the Statesman, according 

to Socrates, was to make the citizens better (Xen. Mem. 
I. 2. 32: 2. 6. 13 sq.). Xenophon contrasts the ideal 
Persians of his romance, who ' seek to secure that the 
citizens of their State shall be as good as possible' (Cyrop. 
I. 2. 5), with the Assyrians, whose State aimed at the 
production of wealth (ibid. 5. 2. 20 ). So again, Plato 
holds that the end of the 7rOALs is to make the citizens 
happy by making them virtuous 1• Aristotle describes the 
end of the 7roA.is somewhat differently: its end is not 
merely the production of virtue in its citizens, but the 
production of virtuous action ; it not only makes men good 
and happy, but gives the action of men already good and 
happy its full natural scope and character. It produces 
virtue and developes virtuous action in those who are not 
yet virtuous, but its end is to afford the virtuous and happy 
a field for the exercise of their virtue and happiness. It 
comes into being ' for the sake of life,' but exists 'for the 
sake of good life ' ; or, if this is an end common to it with 
other things, it exists for the sake of noble action ( rwv 

KaA.wv 7rpafEwv), or still more definitely, for the sake of 
'life perfect and complete in itself' (Pol. 3. 9. 1281 a 1). 
As the Christian is said to be 'complete in Christ 2,' so the 
individual is said by Aristotle to be complete in the r.6>..is. 
1\ ot completeness as a whole (for this includes ' complete-

. ness in respect of necessaries' as well as ' completeness in 
respect of good life'), but completeness in respect of good 
life is the end of the 7roA.is. Its end is, however, some
times stated to be 'noble action' (KaA.al 7rpctfELs)-under 
which term, in the Politics(.+ (7). 3. 132;) b 16 sqq.), though 
not in the Ethics ( 10. 7. II 7 7 a 2 r ), the exercise of the 
speculative faculty is included. Aristotle, in fact, though 
he still stands firmly in the Politics by his view of the 

1 Gorg. 515 B: Laws 631 B: Zeller, Plato, E.T. p. 464, n. 12. 
and other passages referred to by 2 Coloss. 2. 10. 
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superiority of the virtues exercised in leisure, which include 
those concerned in speculation, shows nevertheless an incli
nation which he had not shown in the Ethics, to dwell 
on the features common to speculative and practical activity. 
In the Ethics they are parted by the interval which separates 
the divine in man from the human, and <To¢fo from ¢p6vry<TL>· 
Aristotle is there, perhaps, still under the impressions which 
were present to his mind when he described the ' creative 
reason' (vov> noL1/nK6>) in the De Anima: he may have seen 
the matter in another light when he looked at it from the 
more social, less psychological point of view which prevails 
in the Politics. 

It should be observed, however, that the end of the 
n6AL> is not to promote good life in mankind generally, but 
only in those within its own pale who are capable of it; 
and also that the n6AL> must not only set itself to foster 
good life, but all that is contributory thereto. The n6A.i>, 

it may be added, will not achieve good life or happiness, 
unless some or all of its members achieve it. The happiness 
of the Whole will be achieved through the happiness of its 
parts, and thus we find the happiness and even the pleasure 
of the individual more considered by Aristotle than by 
Plato. See (e.g.) Pol. 2. 5. 1263 b 5: 4 (7)· 9. 1329 a I 7 sqq.: 
2. 5. i264 b 17 sqq. The sense must further be noticed 
which Aristotle attaches to good life. He construes it as 
bound up with the pursuit of politics and philosophy. As 
we shall see, not all ages nor both sexes are held by him 
to be capable of rising to this kind of life ; nor are all 
callings compatible with it. 

Aristotle's account of the end of the n6A.i>, or City-State, Three pro-
. 1 h · positions mvo ves t ree separate assert10ns : implied in 

( 1) That the State is, or rather may be and should be, Aristotle's 

1 h . d" . b h . . f account of not on y t e negative con itlon, ut t e pos1t1ve source o the end of 

virtuous action in individuals : the 7T6>..1s. 

( 2) That it is an all-sufficient source of virtuous action 
( alirapK71> npo> ro EV (ijv) in them : 

(3) That virtuous action is its end. 
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Examina- ( r) So far as the first of these assertions is implied in 
thion of his view Aristotle would not probably feel that he was 
t ese pro- ' . . 
positions- departing in any degree from the best opm10n current 
the first. among his countrymen. The Hellenic State began in a 

group of tribes and clans, and was itself, like a tribe or clan, 
an unity based on common worship and consecrated by 
common festivals. It was thus a common life, as much 
as an union for protection against foes, or the redress of 
injuries, or the making of laws. The State \\·as the centre 
and guide of social existence : Delphi early taught the 
citizen to worship the gods which the State directed him 
to worship and in the manner which the State prescribed : 
the institutions and the laws, written and unwritten, which 
every Greek felt had made him what he was, were traced 
back by popular belief to some lawgiver commissioned by 
the State. Even in barbarous communities, the laws, 
whether written or unwritten, were observed to be com
monly directed to the production of military virtue 1 ; 

and the end to which their rude legislation was addressed 
was sought more scientifically and successfully by the 
laws of the Lacedaemonian State. The devotion of the 
Three Hundred at Thermopylae was an homage to law: 

",n ~Elv', dyyD..XEtv AaKE(iaip.ovio1s, on TD(JE 
KELp.EBa, ro!s KElvoov pfip.arn 11"E186p.wo12

• 

Each little community, like Israel, drew its moral inspiration 
and its moral atmosphere from its laws. The State was 
' the rock whence ' each man · was hewn ' and ' the hole of 
the pit whence he was digged 3.' Lysias had said: iyw µ"Ev 

yap oiµ.aL n&.cms ras 7rOAEtS Old TOVTO TOVS v6µ.ovs r(8i:1T8ai, tva, 
7rEp1 &v av npayµ.arwv a:rropwµi:v, r.apa TOVTOVS it..e6vns !TKE

'f!©µ.i:ea o n ~µl.v noirirEov itTrCv 4 : and Aristotle takes it 
1 Pol. 4 (7). 2. 1324 b 5 sqq. of its prerogatiYes. Rude early 
2 'Pfip.aui is here explained as communities do not trouble them

= vop.lp.oi>. If this is the meaning, selws over-much to draw sharp 
cp. Thuc. 1. 84. 3. distinctions between sin and crime. 

3 Probably the same thing 4 Lys. I. 35, quoted by L. 
might be traced in the early Schmidt, Ethik der alten Grie-
Teutonic community, and would chen, 1. p. 199, who also refers to 
have been still more easily trace- Demosth. 23. 141 (p. 202). See 
able in it, if the Christian Church L. Schmidt's remarks on the above 
had not relieved the State of many subject, pp. 198-203. 
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for granted that the aim of every lawgiver 1s to make 
men good : µaprvpE'i 0€ KaL To ywc5µwov ~v ra'is 7rOA.HrLV' oi 
, e, , ', 'O'I'. ~ , e , , , yap voµo ETaL TOV) 7101\LTas E Li,OVTES 7rOWVCTLV aya OV>, KaL TO 

µ€v f3ov'A.TJµa 7raVTO) voµoOfrov Tovr' fortv, OCTOL 0€ µT, EV avTo 

7TOWVCTLV, aµapTavoVCTLV' KaL owcplpH TOVT'I.' 7rOALTELa 7rOALTEla) 

ayaOT, cpav'A.TJ> (Eth. Nie. 2. I. no3 b 2 sqq.) 1. But the in
fluence of the Hellenic State asserted itself through other 
channels than that of the law, written or unwritten: both 
Isocrates and Aristotle dwell on the influence exercised by 
the example of the rulers of the State 2, and Plato (Rep. 
492 A) contrasts the small effect produced by a few sophists 
in comparison with the influence on the individual of a 
whole people gathered in its assemblies or law-courts or 
theatres. The distinctive characteristic of a 710/..is accord
ing to Aristotle-that which marks it off from an alliance 
-is to be found in the benevolent care of each citizen for 
the virtue of all belonging to the State (Pol. 3. 9. I 280 b 
I sqq.). In every way the saying of Simonides-IloA.is l'wopa 

oioa<TKH 3-held good. It is true that another view of the 
State had been put forward by the sophist Lycophron, who 
treated it as merely a ' security to the citizens against mutual 
wrong, (EyyVTJTYi> a'A.A.~AOL) TWV OLKaLwv, Pol. 3· 9. 1280 b 10); 
and that the sophist Hippias, as has been said, acknow
ledged only those laws which are universally accepted 
to be divinely authorized : but we note in other sophists a 
tendency to accept as just whatever the strongest element 
in each State held to be for its own interest (Plato, Rep. 
343), and thus to assert the ethical authority, not merely 
of a well-ordered State, but of any and every State in 
which the strongest element ruled. 

No doubt, the Hellenic State had not always, or even 
generally, made full use of the position thus accorded to it: 
it failed, we are told, even to give its members a training 

1 The peculiarity of the Lacedae
monian lawgiver lay in this, that 
he sought to regulate the rearing 
and habits of his citizens (Eth.Nie. 
10.10. II8oa 24sqq.),not in his 
seeking to produce virtue. His 
aim was the same as that of 

others, though his methods were 
more effectual. 

2 Aristot. Pol. 2. Ir. 1273 a 39: 
Isocr. ad Nicocl. § 31: Areopag. 
§ 22: Nicocl. § 37. 

3 Plutarch, An seni sit gerenda 
respublica, c. r. 
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appropriate to the constitution (Pol. 7 (5)· 9. r 310 a I 2 sqq.); 
and if it failed in this, we need not \\·onder that it failed, 
except in one or two places, to train them systematically 
to virtue (Eth. Nie. IO. IO. II8o a 24 sqq.). Its laws were 
a chaos, directed to no special aim, or, if to any, to success 
in war (Pol. 4 (7). 2. 1324 b 5): its guidance of religion 
was imperfect, its chastisement of heresy fitful: it allowed 
education to fall into the hands of men who travelled from 
State to State, detached from State-allegiance, or who 
sought inspiration from sources other than the laws and 
traditions of the State 1. Its authority was still further 
impaired, or even made harmful, by falling into the hands 
first of one faction, and then of another (3. 3. 1276 a 8 sqq.). 
Yet those who questioned it were probably the few, rather 
than the many; and even Isocrates (de Antid. §§ 295-6) 
could claim that culture at Athens was ,·irtually the 
product of the State. It "·as easy to forget how much 
in the Athenian character, for instance, was due to other 
than indigenous influences; how the philosophy of Athens, 
its metres and its music, its rhetoric and its triremes, and, 
above all, its Homer, came to it from outside. The springs 
that fed the moral and intellectual life of an Athenian \Yere 
gathered from a wider area than that of the Athenian 
State. 

It was on this foundation of common sentiment that the 
philosophers built up their conception of the office of the 
State. Plato, indeed, was not unaware that the State could 
not afford to rely exclusively on its own spiritual resources 
(Laws 950 A sq.: 951 A sqq.), though he subjects com
munications \Yith other States to strict regulation : and if 
Aristotle speaks more emphatically of the self-completeness 
of the single State (e.g. Pol. 4 (7)· 3. 1325 b 23 sq.), he can 
hardly have intended to go beyond Plato in this matter. 
Still both seem inclined to recur to the long-past time, if 
indeed there ever \YJ.s such a time, when each Hellenic 

1 To Plato men seem to speak 
not without plausibility when they 
make out Circumstance to be the 

real legislator of the State (Laws 
709A). 
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State was its own spiritual counsellor and oracle, not 
drawing life from the central stem of Hellas, but finding the 
'light of the city' in its own law. The self-contained Lace
daemonian State was, notwithstanding Leuctra, the model 
constantly before the eyes of both. Why should not a 
nobler State of this kind be possible? They seem to have 
thought that moral influence was not a thing which could 
be expected to travel far from its source ; the conception 
of a world-wide Church was alien to their ideas; men could 
not be spiritual guides to each other without knowing each 
other, \\'ithout belonging to, and living in, one and the same 
city; nor could spiritual authority be effectual without 
coercive power behind it. Everything, in their view, 
pointed to the City-State. They forgot that it may be 
more within the power of the State to communicate what 
the Lacedaemonian State had communicated to its citizens 
than what they wished to be communicated to theirs. 
They did not ask themselves whether a State can make 
men philosophers, or give them moral wisdom, as easily as 
it can inspire a readiness to die for it. 

We must remember that the moral life of a Greek 
community would not seem beyond the control of its 
authorities and its law: not only was it small, and its 
life passed mainly in public, but the popular mind had 
hardly perhaps as yet been stirred as deeply as it was 
stirred by the rise of Christianity under the Roman 
Empire, and by the Reformation and the French Revolu
tion in later days. The forces with which the State has 
to deal seemed far more docile than they really are. Even 
Aristotle fails to comprehend the possibilities of popular 
enthusiasm. In his view, the masses are well content to be 
left to their daily struggle for a livelihood, and are little 
inclined to press for office, unless they are wronged or out
raged, or unless they see that office is made a source of gain 
(7 (5). 8. r308b 34): their aim is rather profit than honour 
(8 (6). 4. 1318 b 16 sqq.). Passionate loyalty, or patriotism, 
or religious feeling, passionate enthusiasm for an idea of 
any kind, find no place in his notion of the popular mind. 
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The world had not yet drunk deep of the creeds which, 
more than aught else, have made men fanatics and robbed 
the lawgiver and the statesman of their command over 
things; nor did it then know much even of those non
religious popular movements ('national' movements, for 
example), which have so often proved beyond the control 
of statesmanship. 

Aristotle, like Plato before him, thought he saw his way 
to making the influence of the State more of a reality. Let 
it be so organized as to become to the individual all that 
the popular voice assumed it to be already. Let it regulate 
man's existence from the cradle to the grave-regulate 
marriage and education, property, production and trade, art, 
poetry and religion. Statesmanship \Yas not statesmanship 
unless it was equal to this overwhelming mission: the states
man must be capable of guiding, and indeed of leading, the 
whole culture of the community. It is thus that no/\mK~ is 
described as supreme over the sciences, as determining 
which are to exist within the State and which are not, as 
adjusting to her end the arts of war, of household manage
ment, of rhetoric, and prescribing through legislation what 
men ought to do and to abstain from doing (Eth. Nie. 
I. I. 1094 a 28-b 7 ). 

The whole action of the State in relation to the indi
vidual is apparently conceived by Aristotle (except in the 
case of a 7raµf3a!Ti/\da) to be governed by law. He seems 
to be aware that there are some things which law is too 
general to regulate aright or indeed at all (Pol. 3. 15. 1286 a 
24 sqq.)1

: but its limitations are hardly so present to him as 
they are to Plato in the Laws (e.g. 788 B: 807 E: 822 D), 
though it is true, on the other hand, that he looks to the 
educational influence of Law for much that Plato had sought 
in the Republic to achieve by laws abolishing the House
hold and Several Property ( 2. 5. 1263 b 37 sqq.). Law 
is a means not only of protecting men's rights, or of 
preventing or punishing criminal acts, but of promoting 

1 The writer of the Eudemian 
Ethics excepts from the sphere of 

law our relations to friends (Eth. 
Eud. 7. I. 1235 a 2). 
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right action and developing virtue-of developing the right 
motive of action. \Ve must not measure the operation of 
Law in the State by the operation of the law-court: law 
finds its true function in distributive rather than in corrective 
justice: it assigns to each individual his true position and 
work : it speaks through the constitution : it regulates the 
relation of the lower vocations to the higher : it regulates 
education, property, the household, citizenship, the daily 
life of the individual in the syssitia and festivals of the 
State. ' Institutions,' to use a modem word, are the pro
duct and creature of Law, and whatever they achieve
whatever, for example, such an institution as that of the 
monogamic household achieves-is the achievement of Law. 
In full accord with the popular view, Aristotle includes 
even 'unwritten laws' under Law and ascribes them to a 
legislator 1• Much, therefore, of what we term the influence 
of Public Opinion, so far at least as it rests on tradition and 
custom, would apparently be brought under the head of 
Law. Armed with this powerful weapon, no/\.mKry need not 
fear to undertake the immense mission assigned to her. 

Aristotle's conception of the office of the State un
questionably possesses elements of truth. It is true that the 
State exercises a vast moral influence on the individual, 
however narrowly it may construe its functions. The 
society of which a man forms a part contributes largely to 
the formation of his character. Mere temporary residence, 
for instance, in the United States is sufficient, as we say, to 
'Americanize ' the German or Irish immigrant, and the 
active discharge of a citizen's duties must greatly deepen 

1 Cp. Pol. 8 (6). 5. 1319 b 38, 
iK. TDvTwv rrapaa8ai KaTalTKrna(nv 
Tqv a1TcjJaAEtav, EiJAa{3ovµEVOV!> µ£v 
TU cjJ8Etpovrn, n8EµEVOV!> a; TOtOV
'TOVr vOµovs Kal ToV~ dyp&.¢ov~ Kal 
TOV!> yeypaµµ.€vov!> K. T. X. Herein 
he follows Plato (Polit. 295 A, 
298 D, Laws 793 B-C, referred to 
by L. Schmidt, Ethik d. alten 
Griechen, I. 202). Contrast the 
language of Plato and Aristotle 
on this subject with that of Dio 

Chrysostom, Or. 76. p. 648 M 
(quoted by C. F. Hermann, Gr. 
Antiqq. 2. § I. 9), fon a; TO £80!> 
yvwµ71 µ£v TWV xpwµEVWV Koivfi, voµo!> 
l3£ aypacfio!> £8vov!> ~ rro°AEw!> .•• 
Evp71µa a; civ8pwrrwv oiJl3Eva>, aAAa 
{3!ov Kat xp6vov. Aristotle himself 
occasionally uses expressions 
which distinguish £8'7 from v6µot 
(e.g. Pol. 2. 5. 1263 b 39, To'i" 
EBElTt Kai TD cjJiA01TocjJ!q Kat TOL> 
v6µoi~·). 
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the impression. The small mass gravitates to the large 
mass : the individual accepts the point of view, the moral 
estimate of men and things, which he finds prevailing around 
him. This is the general rule, though Plato himself notices 
that the 'divine men whose acquaintance is beyond all price' 
(Laws 951 B : cp. Meno 99) spring up as much in ill-con
stituted States as in well-constituted ones, and it is evident 
that character cannot always be traceable to Society or the 
State, for otherwise how could a Socrates arise in the de
fective society of Athens ? Even, however, if we admit to 
the fullest extent that the character of the individual in 
nine cases out of ten takes its impress from that of the 
society of which he is a part, the question still remains, how 
far, where that is so, the laws of the society have contributed 
to the character thus communicated. If it is possible to 
exaggerate the influence of the State on character, it is 
still more possible to exaggerate the influence of law and 
Statesmanship on character; and Aristotle's doctrine is not 
merely that morality insensibly adjusts itself to the State 
as the whole which it has to sustain and keep in healthy 
working, but that it is in a more positive way its product as 
being the offspring of its Law. 

To a certain extent constitutions-for example, the 
democratic constitution of the United States-do reflect 
themselves in character. De Tocqueville and others have 
sufficiently proved this. Law does far more than protect 
men's persons and property, or even the whole sum of their 
rights: it would do so even if it designedly confined its 
aims within this limit. Even then it would incidentally 
develope a type of character (1j8os), or at all e\·ents would 
modify in some degree the predominant motives of action. 
Laws such as that which enforces monogamy, or those 
which regulate the devolution of property, whatever the 
motive with which they may be imposed, exercise a power
ful influence on character; they not only enforce certain 
outward acts, but they create dispositions. The members 
of a polygamic household are ethically different from the 
members of a monogamic household. If, again, as Aris-
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totle holds, the State can devise and work a system of 
education which will not only develope the intelligence, but 
train the moral sympathies, the law by which it effects this 
·will prove itself a moral influence of no ordinary kind. 

But the influence of the lawgiver may be overrated. He 
contributes something to the character of the society for 
which he legislates, but does not circumstance or race con
tribute more? are not a 1:housand nameless influences more 
potent than he ? It is the rarest thing in the world when 
some lawgiver-Mahomet, for example-subdues society to 
his will. Aristotle himself sees that the character of a 
community depends to a large extent on matters beyond 
the control of the legislator-the nature and situation of 
the territory, the initial qualities of the population, the tum 
fortune gives to its history. He did not, however, recognize 
all the causes which tend to limit the legislator's influence: 
he did not know how little religion, or science, or the dis
tribution of wealth, or the relative prominence of particular 
occupations in a State can be controlled by law. However 
favourable the initial Matter of the State may be, it is only 
in the world's best moments, when some great Teacher has 
won men to him, that Law can assume the position which 
Aristotle assigns to it ; and it is precisely at these moments 
that law and organization are least needed and least in 
place. When an idea is 'in the air' as a pervading influence, 
it does not need to be embodied in institutions ; these arise 
later, and seek, usually in vain, to preserve for posterity 
something of its fugitive greatness. Aristotle 1 ascribes an 
extent of authority and influence to the Statesman which is 
hardly ever his, and also invests him with attributes of 
spiritual leadership which he hardly ever possesses. He is 
in part misled by the notion of a 'best State' immobile and 
exempt from change, or at all events travelling in a groove 
traced for it by its founder. He did not see that society 
lives by incessant renewal, and that the fresh ideas which 
reinvigorate it will seldom owe their birth to the statesmen 

1 Plato no doubt in the Republic went even further in this direction 
than Aristotle. 
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at its head. It is not to them that we look for the first 
word of Progress : we are content if they adopt and protect 
a movement in advance, when already originated by others. 
Still more is this true of Law. Law is usually the last to 
register an accomplished advance 1• Nor again must we set 
down to Law all that it regulates. It regulates the house
hold ; it may regulate the Church : but we need not assume 
that either of these institutions owes its existence, or its 
influence, to Law. There are beliefs (the belief in God, for 
example) which are not traceable with certainty to the in
fluence of social life, much less to Law-they seem rather 
to be, as it were, self-sown-yet which have done as much, 
or more, for civilization than any others. Certainly, the 
Law cannot 'prescribe \vhat men ought to do and abstain 
from doing.' Even in the best State, the lawgiver can 
hardly be the source of unwritten law. To us Aristotle 
seems to call the State to functions too spiritual for it. 
We know what law is and what statesmen are: we see 
the State constantly doing, not that which it holds to be 
right, but that which is dictated by political necessity
constantly studying in its policy its own security rather than 
the broad interests of morality, and \\·hile we quite agree 
that the State is in some sense a spiritual power, we hesitate 
to recognize in it the true and only adequate guide to right 
action or the appointed nursing-mother of science and 
philosophy. 

Still, to whatever extent we may conceive that Aristotle 
overrated the influence of the State, and especially of its 
Law, as positive sources of virtuous action, it seems clear 
that his view contains an element of truth. He was on 
less solid ground when he asserted that the State is all-

1 Or indeed a decline. Plato 
sees this, as we shall find if we 
read his picture of the way in 
which a change in µovcr1Krys Tporro1 
gradually affects soc,iety " (Rep. 
424 sqq.)-17 rrapavoµia avr17 ••• 
KaTa p.1Kpo11 Elcro1K1craµiv17 ~pip.a 

V'Tl"OppEL rrpos Tel Tf 817 TE Kal TU 
lmT17i'ifl)p.rzra· EK Cii Tourwv Els Ta 
7rpos dA.A.~A.ovs ~vp.{:16A.a1a p.E[(wv 
lK{3alvEL • lK Cii i'iry rwv ~vµ{30A.a{w11 
€pxETa1 E'lfl Tovs v6µovs Kal rroA.1-
TEia~. 
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sufficient for good life (ahapKrJ~ 7rpo~ ro Ev (~v) 1• Perhaps 
in making this assertion he is thinking only of the best 
State; still, as has been said, he seems to forget that the 
citizen of a Greek State was not a product of that State 
alone, but in part of influences originating in other States. 
The influence of the common festivals of Greece, of its 
poets, philosophers, and historians, overleapt the barriers 
between State and State, and Greece would not have 
been what it was, if civilizing influences originating outside 
the State had not, for the most part, been allowed full 
play. It is very probable that, notwithstanding his ex
pressions with regard to the self-completeness of the State, 
Aristotle would willingly admit all salutary influences from 
outside, but he seems hardly as alive to the value of such 
influences as we should expect. 

We next come to the question, is good life, in the The third. 

sense which Aristotle attaches to it of perfect and self
complete life, not only a thing which the State is capable 
of producing, but the end for which it exists? 

If we take it for granted that one unvarying end is to 
be set before every State, whatever its environment or 
circumstances, there is much to be said in favour of Aris
totle's conclusion. We may wish that he had construed 
the end of the State as the production not only in those 
within the State, but also in those outside it, of the maxi
mum amount of virtuous activity attainable by them: yet 
the view that the State does not exist for the indefinite 
increase of its wealth or population or trade, or for con
quest and empire, but that these aims are to be subordi
nated to considerations of moral and intellectual wellbeing, 
is one which has by no means lost its value or applicability 
at the present day. 

Some may hold it to be too comfortable a doctrine, that 
the State, whose development often seems to us to follow 
laws of its own, not always, apparently, conducive to the 

1 He adds w> i!rro> ElrrE'iv, Pol. r. z. r z 52 b 28. 
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welfare or happiness of men, is really a thing to be shaped 

as may best suit men's moral and intellectual interests; and 

may think that if it subserves this aim, it does so in its 

ultimate tendencies and in the long run, rather than directly. 

We seem often to notice that institutions and classes, to 

which every statesman wishes well, disappear in the torrent 

of social change, unable for some reason or other to main

tain their footing. We see the State half the champion, 

half the victim of some over-mastering idea which drives 

it onward, often to its own destruction. \Ye see it existing, 

not for its own happiness, but to play some critical part in 

history-to• wander in the gloomy walks of Fate.' Others, 

again, may feel that ends which Aristotle hardly notices

such as that of self-preservation-more largely influence 

the structure and action of the State, than the nobler end 

to which he subordinates them-the end of good life: and 

it may be true that this latter aim, though never lost sight 

of by the State, is commonly so thrown into the back

ground by the difficulties which beset every State, as to 

be unable to assert itself with persistency and effect. Here, 

as elsewhere, he may have been misled by the mirage of 

an ideal State, exempt (ex hypothesi) from the embarrass

ments from which no State is in reality exempt. Others 

may insist that the chief duty of a State-the duty it can 

least afford to neglect-is the protection of men's life and 

property and freedom of action; or may urge that the 

moral and intellectual advancement of the members of a 

State is an end to the attainment of which the Statesman 

can directly contribute but little, and that, consequently, 

it can hardly be the end of the State. Others, again, may 

plead that different States may legitimately have different 

ends. The end which Aristotle sets before the State may 

be the highest, and yet a given State may be right in 

adjusting its organization to another end. The individual 

State-and this Aristotle forgets-is usually a member of 

a group, and should address itself to the \rnrk for which 

the characteristics of its territory and population fit it, 

leaving that which others can do better to be done by 
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them 1• It is not necessary that the civilization of each 
separate State should be absolutely complete. Occasion
ally, indeed, the circumstances of a State leave it no choice 
but to be predominantly military or commercial or indus
trial. Even in these cases, however, the spirit of Aristotle's 
teaching, if not its letter, may be observed. The State may 
do its utmost to secure that its legislation and its action 
shall be in the interest of civilization, rightly understood. 

It is when Aristotle descends into detail and interprets 
good life as inseparable from the pursuit of politics or 
philosophy that we feel least inclined to agree with him. 
This doctrine of his forces him to view the less noble 
vocations as existing only for the sake of the highest. Good 
life is not, in his view, capable of realization in various 
degrees by all men; it is the appanage of certain vocations. 
There was nothing in his formula which compelled him to 
interpret it thus. He was misled, partly by the general 
sentiment of his race and age, which exaggerated the con
trast of vocations; partly by his own Teleology, always 
too ready to classify things as means and ends. 

Vv e must not, however, forget that the conception of the 
office of the State which Plato and Aristotle were led to 
form was the expression of a profound social need. There 
was pressing need of a power capable of taking the spiri
tual direction of Greek society. In practice, the poets had 
long held spiritual sway, and Plato with perfect justice 
objected to them as religious and moral guides (e.g. Laws 
801 B: 941 B): to such guides as he held many of the 
sophists to be, he objected still more: he longed, as is 
evident from page after page of the Laws 2, for an autho
ritative religious and moral revelation, such as that which 
the modern world possesses, and Greece and Rome did 
not : the City-State was to be the depositary of this reve
lation, and to do what the City-State alone could do ; by 

1 ' If Great Britain has turned 
itself into a coal-shed and black
smith's forge, it is for the behoof 
of mankind as well as its own' 
(Times, August 27, 1885). 

VOL. I. G 

2 e.g. Laws 887 sq. The re
mark is one which I owe to Mr. 
Shadworth Hodgson, to whom it 
was suggested by a perusal of the 
Laws, 
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the regulation of marriage and education, by law, written 
and unwritten, coercive and suasory, it was to build up 
a people with whose very being the revelation would be 
interwoven and who would find in it the principle of their 
life. The distinction of Church and State, if the thought 
of it could ever have occurred to him, would probably 
have struck him as likely to imperil the spiritual influence 
for which he sought to find a place in society. It would 
do so, even if the Church were made supreme over the 
State-the only relation of the two powers which we can 
imagine him approving-for the Church even then would 
not have in its own hands the means of enforcing its teach
ing: and besides, the very distinction of matters spiritual 
from matters temporal would seem to him to imply forget
fulness of the fact that even the most temporal of temporal 
matters has spiritual issues of its own, and is in some sense 
a spiritual matter, to be dealt with on spiritual grounds. 

Aristotle, with some variations, followed in Plato's foot
steps. Their conception of the State interests us because 
it forms one of the earliest indications (outside Jewish 
history) of a feeling that society needs a spiritual authority: 
the subsequent rise of a Christian Church within the State 
is sure evidence that they did not err \\-hen they craved 
something more of organized spiritual influence than the 
actual Greek State offered. So far Plato and Aristotle 
were moving in the right direction. But when they sought 
to make the City-State an oracle of spiritual truth, and 
seemed to aim at providing every man with a kind of 
parochial Sinai, they greatly erred. If we are to have 
a Pope, we instinctively wish him to be Oecumenical. 
Men's conceptions of the office of the State may possibly 
have come to be somewhat more contracted than they 
should be, since it has been able to devolve a part of its 
burden on the Christian Church; and it may be true 
that if we were to imagine Christianity absent from the 
scene, it might be necessary for the State, its law and its 
authorities to play a different part: but even then it would 
hardly be to the City-State of Plato and Aristotle that 
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the world would entrust its spiritual fortunes. Its well
proportioned minuteness and Hellenic delicateness of arti
culation would alone suffice to rob it of its authority over 
modern minds, which ask for somewhat more of vastness 
and mystery. 

One remark, however, applies to all attempts to deter
mine the abstract end of the State. The thing which it 
is important that every State and nation should make 
perfectly clear to itself, is, not what the office of the State 
in general is, but what is the work which it is individually 
called to do. There can be little doubt that the work 
marked out by circumstances for the Greek race and for 
every Greek State was not only the realization of the 
maximum of good life, but also the diffusion of Hellenic 
civilization among the barbarians round about Bellas, and 
especially among those who bordered on its Northern 
frontier. The two aims were quite reconcileable, and the 
latter of them deserved recognition at Aristotle's hands. 
It seems, however, to have been little, if at all, present 
to his mind; and even in Alexander's it was probably an 
afterthought. 

We have now arrived at our definition of the n6/\.i~, for A defini

we have ascertained the gmzts to which it belongs, and have ti6°~ ohf the 
.,,. f\LS as 

discovered its dzjferentia in its end. It is a Koivwvta issuing now been 
. f r d lf arrived at : m a Whole, and formed for the end o per!eCt an se - it is a 

complete life. '.'o'v~.wia. 
. . . r 1ssmng m 

The next question evidently will be-and here we iace a \\'hole 

the central problem of Political Science, as understood by ~nd hformedd 
1or t e en 

Aristotle-how must this Koivwvta be organized in order to of perfect 

fulfil this end? This is substantially the question that~~!;!~~~ 
Aristotle puts to himself, though it frequently appears in life. 

h r H . . h F" B k f h How must ot er iorms. e asks, for instance, m t e irst oo o t e the 1T6>..,, 

Politics, what organization of Slavery or of Supply is in ?edorgan-
1ze to 

accordance with Nature ; and in the Third he discusses the attain its 
. f h S A h . f h . f . end? The quest10n o t e upreme ut onty ram t e pomt o view answer 

of Justice. These inquiries, however, ultimately pass into given in the 

G '.4 
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portraiture the other : the natural is that which contributes to the End, 
of a , best d h . b d . d . h !' t th constitu- an t e JUSt cannot e etermme wit out re1erence o e 
tion'- End. 
merits and 
defects of 
this mode 
of dealing 
with the 
subject. 

The answer is given in the portraiture of a ' best consti
tution 1.' Aristotle tacitly implies, that it is possible for the 
inquirer to discover once for all the form of Kowwvta best 
adapted for the attainment of the end, and, under certain 
not hopelessly unrealizable conditions, to bring it into 
existence. 

It was not his view that the office of Political Science is 
simply to register the phenomena of society, and to refer 
them to their laws-to watch and to understand a process 
which defies modification-or to inquire what are the con
ditions which tend to predominate in the future, and to 
adjust society to them: it must work hand in hand with 
Ethics-ask of Ethics what type of character it should aim 
at producing, and then construct the State, if possible, in 
such a way as to produce it. The path of Political Science 
lies, in his view, rather through Ethics than through History. 
It is not enough to watch the tendencies of History and to 
accept what it brings. History is the record of a process 
which is partly for the best, and partly not-partly the work 
of Nature, partly of causes, such as Fortune, which may 
bring the opposite of the best. There is nothing fixed or 
infallibly beneficent about the historical process. \Vhen 
the City-State evolves itself out of the Household and 
Village, we trace the hand of Nature in History; but even 
in well-constituted races, the dominant tendency of things 
may be quite other than Natural. The tendency of con
stitutional development in Greece, for instance, so far from 
being in the direction of the best constitution, was in the 
direction of democracy 2• History, therefore, must be 
brought to the bar of Ethics, and its natural tendencies 
discriminated from the rest. Its outcome has a legitimate 

1 Plato had done more : he 
had thought himself called on to 
display in the Critias and the 
projected Hermocrates the 'actual 
working and manifestation ' of 

'the political scheme of which 
the Republic had described the 
constituent elements' (Grote, Plato 
3· 302). 

2 Pol. 3. 15. 1286b 20sqq. 
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claim on our acceptance, only so far as it satisfies a teleo
logical test. The ethical point of view must be our guiding 
light in the historical wilderness : it alone can enable us to 
choose the right path. 

Holding, again, the belief that it is possible to assign one 
legitimate end to the State, whatever its circumstances, 
Aristotle also held that this end could be fully realized only 
through one form of social organization. He had not asked 
himself the question which Cicero was perhaps the first to 
ask 1, whether it is not beyond the power of any single 
inquirer to discover this one form. Cicero (de Rep. 2. r. 
1-3) ascribes to Cato the Censor the striking view, that 
the construction of a best State is beyond the power not 
only of any single individual, however able, but even 
of the united wisdom of humanity at any single moment 
of time, and can be accomplished only by the combined 
wisdom and good fortune (de Rep. 2. I 6. 30) of a number 
of individuals spread over a series of generations and 
centuries, so that, according to him, a State glides (de 
Rep. 2. 16. 30: cp. 18. 33) into its 'perfect form' (optimus 
status) 'naturali quodam itinere et cursu.' In one respect, 
however, Aristotle is wiser than Cicero. Cicero apparently 
hopes to have an' optimus status civitatis' revealed to him 
in this way, which will be suitable to all possible commu
nities. Aristotle is aware that his 'best constitution' can 
only be suitable to a few. 

The quest of a ' best constitution ' was a tradition of 
political inquiry in Greece, and Aristotle fully accepts it. 
The question, what constitution is the best, was apparently 
first raised in Greece by practical statesmen ( Aristot. Pol. 
2. 8. 1267 b 29): it was thus, perhaps, that Herodotus 
came to imagine a group of Persian grandees discussing the 
claims of monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy to be the 
best {Hdt. 3. 80 sqq.). It was a later idea that a combina-

1 Cp. de Rep. 2. l l. 21: nos vero 
videmus et te quidem ingressum 
ratione ad disputandum nova, 
quae nusquam est in Graecorum 
libris. The germ of Cicero's view, 

however, is no doubt to be found 
in the Greek conception of Time 
as the Discoverer, which Aristotle 
fully adopts (Eth. Nie. r. 7. 1098 a 
23: Pol. 2. 5. 1264 a I sqq.). 
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tion of all three, such as some thought they found in the Lace
daemonian constitution, was the best (Aristot. Pol. 2. 6. r 265b 
33 sq.). When the question was taken up by men unversed 
in political life, like Hippodamus, fancy went farther afield. 
Plato was the first to find out that one may discover a 'best 
constitution ' without in so doing discovering a generally 
available remedy for political ills. He saw, at all events in 
the later years of his life 1 , that his earlier ideal of the 
Republic had been pitched too high for men, and was only 
suitable for 'gods or the sons of gods.' Aristotle went 
further in this direction, and studied the question why a 
given constitution is applicable to one community and not 
to another. Not only moral causes, but social or economi
cal circumstances, or the character of the territory, may place 
a particular consti tu ti on beyond the reach of a particular 
community. The best constitution, for example, is un
realizable without exceptional virtue and exceptionally 
favourable circumstances (6 (4). Ir. 1295 a 26). In sketching 
it, therefore, Aristotle is aware that he is doing \Yhat will 
be useful only to a few. 

We may wonder that under these circumstances he made 
the portraiture of an ideal State the chief task of the Politics. 
He has not stated the reasons which led him to do so, and 
we can only guess what they were. Perhaps he found it 
hard to break with a well-established tradition of political 
inquiry. Apart from this, however, he would probably feel, 
that if the Politics was to 'complete' the Ethics, it must 
contain a sketch of the 'best constitution' -the constitution 
most favourable to virtue and happiness. He would also feel 
that if the 'best constitution' were only for the few, those 
few were the best. The 7raµf3a<nA.Efo was the rarest, if the 
divinest, of possible forms ; yet he describes it with the 
rest. To omit to tell the Statesman what sort of State he 
should construct when everything was in his favour would 
be to leave the best moments of Statesmanship without 
guidance. The main object of Political Science is to con-

1 SeeLaws739D: 853C: 691C, 
and other passages from the Laws 

collected by Susemihl (Sus.2, Note 
191). 
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struct a State which will develope, not mar, man's nature
which will call forth virtuous action and form a fit home for 
virtue. The best State is the State; it is the only form which 
can in strictness be said to be the State as Nature willed it 
to be, the normal product undistorted by defects of character 
or fortune or legislative skill. 

We can see that the practice of depicting a best State was 
not without its advantages. It taught the political inquirer 
not to rest content with suggesting isolated reforms, but to 
view them in relation to Society as a whole. It obliged 
him to construct a more or less consistent and coherent 
whole, in \Vhich each element should match the rest. 
Territory, national character, the economical and social 
system, the political organization, must all be such as to 
work together harmoniously for the common good. Nor 
could we in any other way have obtained so full a revela
tion in so small a compass of the political views of Plato and 
Aristotle. 

Yet this practice was a misleading one. It accustomed 
the student of politics to imagine the legislator in a position 
which he practically never occupies-to imagine him with a 
tabula rasa before him, free to write on it whatever he 
pleases. It implied that the supreme task of Political 
Science is to construct a State 'in the air '-without a given 
historical past, without given environing circumstances. \Ve 
can better understand Plato depicting a 'best State' than 
Aristotle, for Plato believed that in sketching the States of 
the Republic 1 and Laws he was sketching States not 
hopelessly beyond the reach of the actual States around 
him, but Aristotle knows that his best State is realizable 
only by a very few. His ideal is pitched too high for most 
States. His citizen-body is to consist of men of full virtue 
(o-novoal:oi d7r./\.ws) 2, and they are to possess exactly the right 

1 No doubt, when he wrote the 
Laws, he had come to see that 
the State of the Republic made 
too great demands on human na
ture to be suitable to men. 

2 Pol. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 32 sqq. 
Dio Chrysostom would seem to 

have Aristotle's ideal State in view 
when he says (Or. 36. 4431\1)
a:yaBfiv µev yap /g arruvrwv ciya8wv 
rr6;\iv ovn ns y•voµiv11v rrporEpov 
oll'JE BVTJrfiv ovTE rror€ ws lrroµivrJV 
V<TTEpOV agiov lJtaV01]8ryvat, 1T'A9JJ fl 
µ9 BEwv µaKapcvv Kar' nlipav6v. 
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measure of external and bodily goods. Nor is his best 
State apparently conceived as likely to be of use as a guide 
to reformers of actual societies. When Aristotle turns to 
the task of making actual constitutions as tolerable as 
possible, we do not find that he makes much use of his 
sketch of a best constitution 1• Its value seems to be this, 
that it shows how much the State may be to men. It is 
the · new garment,' not intended to be used for 'patching ' 
an old one, but rather as a foil to it and to show what the 
State ought to be and naturally is. 

The Cynics and Stoics were apparently the first to hit on 
the notion of an ideal State which might be superadded to 
the actual State, and which a man might regard as his true 
home, though he belonged also to an actual State 2

; and 
in a somewhat similar spirit Christianity taught men to 
look up to a 'kingdom of heaven,' to which the kingdoms 
of the world were to be as far as possible approximated by 
the Church. Aristotle's conception of the relation of the 
ideal State to the actual State is wholly different: the 
actual State seems to profit but little by the projection of 
the ideal State, which is apparently of use only to the fortu
nate few who are in a position to realize it. 

The attempt to portray a 'best State,' again, led Aristotle 
to encumber the broad outlines of his political teaching with 
much transitory detail. Lessons of permanent value come 
thus to be mixed up in the Politics with recommendations 
of institutions like that of common meals, which the world 
has long outgro\rn. Every philosophy, and still more every 
political philosophy, is 'the child of its time,' and bears 
unmistakable marks of its origin, but the Greek method of 
portraying a best State made the ephemeral element in 
political inquiry larger than it need have been. 

1 In criticising the Lacedae
monian, Cretan, and Carthagi
nian constitutions he is careful 
to note any points in which they 
deviate from the dpicrr11 T£ig,,. 
But we hear little or nothing of 
the dpicrr11 T£ig,, in the Sixth, 

Seventh and Eighth Books. 
2 To Marcus Aurelius, at all 

events, the actual State is as it 
were a household within the true 
or universal State (Comm. 3. I I. 
'TrOAlTljll OJ/Ta 1TOAEWS' Try> UJIWTllTlj>, ~S' 
al Aomal iroAHS' &cr7rEp olKim dcr{v). 
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One thing, however, is evident: the vision of an ideal 

State did not make Aristotle indifferent to the problems 

and difficulties of the actual State. The age which dreams 

of ideal States is often on the point of losing its interest in 

politics; but this was far from being the case with Aristotle, 

who is perhaps all the more unwearied in suggesting prac
ticable amendments of the actual State 1 because he has 

' learnt from the study of the best State how rarely it can 

be realized. We even seem to gather from his lang:Jage in 

the Politics that the main service which Political Science 

can practically render to the world is that of limited 

amelioration. It cannot make things right, but it can make 
them bearable. 

How, then, is the best State to be constituted? How, then, 
is the best 
State to 

The beginnings of the State are in the hands of Nature be consti· 

d F ( ( ) b ) Th tuted? \\' e 
an ortune + 7. 13. 1331 41. ese powers must must first 

supply the founder of the State with appropriate raw ask fit 

· 1 h · h" 1 b "11 b · · Th" Matter of matena ; ot erw1se 1s a our WI e m vam. 1s raw Nature and 

material (vA.7), 4 (7). 4· 1325 b 40 sq. : xopryy{a 7rOAlTlK~, Fortune. 

1326a 5: xop1)yCarvx7Jpa, 6(4).11. l295a 28) must be such 
as may be fashioned into a community seeking happiness 

rather in virtue than in external or even bodily goods. 

Place in the founder's hands the potentiality of a noble 

society-a population and a territory possessing the fit 

initial qualities-and he will call one forth in act. We 

shall later on study more closely the characteristics for 

which we must look in the primitive nucleus of the State, 

but a few of them may be at once noticed. The human 

beings composing it must, first, be neither too many nor 

too few: next, they must possess aptitudes not always 

found in combination - the spirited nature which gives 

warmth of heart and the will to be free, intelligence which 

gives organizing power. Singly, these qualities will not 

generate the best State. The territory must be just large 

enough to sustain them in a mode of life removed alike 
1 Pol. 6 (4). I. 1289 a 5 sqq. 
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from meanness and luxury; and it must be of such a nature 
as to aid the healthy development of the State-to favour, 
in fact, both freedom and organization, and make the com
munity independent of foreign commerce. 

Conditions The next thing is to vitalise this Matter into a State. 
of the ' · d f formation We have already seen that a Koivwvia IS compose o 
of this dissimilar members united by a common aim and by 
Matter into . h S 
a State: common act10n. The same holds good of t e tate. 
I.Co:nmon The members of the State must participate in something, for 
locality; 
common otherwise the State would not be a Koivwvla : they must, to 
life; ~om- begin with, ' participate in locality'; they must inhabit one 
mon aim; 
common and the same spot 1• But they must have more in common 
ethical 
creed ex- than this. They must unite in common gatherings and 
pressed in live a common life (3. 9. 1280 b 13 sqq.). But, abo\·e all, 
a constitu-
tion. they must have a common aim (4 (7). 8. i328 a 25 sqq., 

2. Diffe
rentiation. 
A State 
implies a 
distribu
tion of 
functions 
and an ex
change of 
service. 

esp. 35-37: 3. 13· 1284 a 2), and a common ethical creed
a common view as to what gives happiness (4 (7). 8. 1328 
a 40, cp. 4 (7). 13. 1331 b 26 sqq.), whatever this view may 
be. As the constitution is regarded as embodying the life 
preferred by the State (6 (4). l r. 1295 a 40), the Kow6v n 

which constitutes the Kowwv[a is, in one passage, said to be 
the constitution (3. 3. 1276 b 2). 

This is one characteristic of State-life: another is diffe
rentiation. The mere fact that the State begins in need 
implies differentiation even at its outset. That which 
brings the slave into society is not the need of another 
slave, but of a master. He is in quest, not of his like, but 
of his complement or correlative. Some things, again, 
cannot be enjoyed by all the members of the State at the 
same moment-political authority ( apx~), for instance ( 2. 2. 

1261 a 32)-and hence arises the inevitable contrast of 
rulers and ruled. On the other hand, there are things 
which may or may not be left to common enjoyment. 
Plato had proposed in the Republic, that women, children, 
and property should be held in common ( 2. 1. 126 r a 2 

sqq.). The same question of several allotment, or the reverse, 
may be raised as to the various 'activities' (~pya, 4 (7). 

1 Pol. 2. I. 1260 b 40, real rrpwTOll a11ay1e17 TOV TO'ffOV ICOLllWllEiv. 
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8, or 7rp&.~m), of which the State is a co-ordination. There 
is the work of the cultivator, the artisan, the soldier, the 
man of capital, the priest, the judge, the statesman. Here, 
again, the question arises, 'whether every one is to share in all 
these functions' (4 (7). 9. 1328 b 24): that is to say, whether 
every individual is to be cultivator, artisan, soldier, judge, 
and statesman at once, or whether we are to allow some of 
these vocations to be united in the hands of one and the 
same individual, and not the whole, or what arrangement is 
to be adopted. Democracy, which in its extreme form 
(8 ( 6). 4. I 3 I 9 b 2) drew no line between the artisan and 
the statesman 1, solved this question in one way: other 
constitutions in another. But if in some communities there 
will be less differentiation than in others, it will exist to 
some extent in all. It is not only the secret of efficient 
work, but in every whole the indispensable condition of its 
unity. Aristotle finds differentiation even in a bee-hive 
(de Gen. An. 3. IO. 760 b 7 sqq.). Not indeed that any 
and every scheme of differentiation will secure unity : to do 
so, it must be based on principles of justice; and, as has 
been said, the differentiated members, or the chief of them, 
must be animated by a common aim, must be men of full 
virtue (cT7Tovoa'i.'oi) 2• We may compare the words of Milton 
in his 'Areopagitica 3 ' : ' Neither can every piece of the 
building be of one form ; nay rather, the perfection consists 
in this, that out of many moderate varieties and brotherly 
dissimilitudes that are not vastly disproportional, arises the 
goodly and the graceful symmetry that commends the 
whole pile and structure.' Milton, however, has differences 
of opinion here mainly in view, and these, if on vital points, 
would hardly be welcome in the Aristotelian, any more 
than in the Platonic State. 

In adopting the principle that the unity of the State 
rests on diff crentiation, Aristotle returns in a measure to 
the conception of Pythagoras and Heraclitus of a harmony 

1 4 (7). 9. 1328 b 32, lv µ€v ra'is: 
8,,µ01<.pariau; µETEXOVUI 'KaV'Tff rrav
'TCA>V, 

2 Eth. Nie. 9. 6. u67 b 4 sqq. 
3 Prose Works 2. 92, ed. Bohn. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



92 CONDITIONS OF THE STATE. 

resting on contrast, if not on seeming or actual conflict 1• 

Plato had not expressly done so, though the distinction of 
classes in his ideal Republic is apparently viewed by him 
as a condition of its unity. His conception of the world, 
indeed, often seems at variance with the idea of contrasted 
elements working in combination for the best : the element 
of Matter is in his view at best passive, and sometimes 
unruly and disturbing. Aristotle could adopt the idea 
with less of metaphysical inconsistency. 

The Stoics, on the other hand, often speak as if the 
resemblance between men as rational beings were an 
adequate guarantee of political unity, and rest on this 
basis their great conception of a \Vorld-State 2• They were 
led, in fact, even to include the gods as citizens of the 
World-State. Aristotle rests the State both on the re
semblances between its members and on their dissimi
larities. But for the latter, they would be unable to 
satisfy each other's needs. The State implies an exchange 
of service by dissimilars. 'Aristotle,' says Auguste Comte 3, 

'laid down the true principle of every collective organism, 
when he described it as the distribution of functions and 
the combination' (rather the exchange) 'of labour.' \Vith
out exchange of service, mere similarity forms no basis 
for a State. There are, no doubt, other conditions of the 
existence of a State besides differentiation and resemblance 
-for instance, a care on the part of the citizens for 
each other's moral well-being 4-but these are among its 
primary conditions. 

Another remark of Comte's 5 deserves to be mentioned 
here. 'The institution of Capital,' he says, 'forms the 
necessary basis of the Division of Labour, which in the 
dawn of true science was considered by Aristotle to be the 

1 Heraclitus, however, had 
spoken of €vavrla (Eth. Eud. 7. I. 
1235 a 25 sqq.) where Aristotle 
speaks of (J,a<j>ipovra. 

~ Marcus Aurelius, Comm. 4. 4, 
£t ro vo£pov ~p.'iv Kotv6v, Kn! o A6yos 
KafJ' &v >..oyiKoi EO'p.£v Kow6s· d 
roiiro, KaL 0 7rpOO'TUKTLl!.OS ridv 'TrOLTJ-

rirov, ~ p.ry, }..6yos Kow6s· £1 roiiro, 11.al. 
0 vOµos Koivcis· El ToiJro, 1To'A'iral 
€0'p.£v' d roiirn, rroALT£vµnr6s nvos 
P.E,rixof-Ev: €l roVro, 0 K6CTµ.os WuavEi 
'TrOALS £(]'TL. 

3 Social Statics, E. T. p. 234. 
4 Pol. 3. 9. i280 b r sqq. 
5 Social Statics, E. T. p. 135. 
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great practical characteristic of social union. In order 
to allow each worker to devote himself to the exclusive 
production of one of the various indispensable materials 
of human life, the other necessary productions must first 
be independently accumulated, so as to allow the simul
taneous satisfaction of all the personal wants by means 
of gift or exchange. A closer examination, therefore, 
shows that it is the formation of Capital which is the true 
source of the great moral and mental results which the 
greatest of philosophers attributed to the distribution of 
industrial tasks.' 

We see then that while a certain amount of social 
differentiation is incidental to the State, it rests with the 
State to say how far it is to be carried. One State, for 
instance, will place the work of an artisan and that of a 
statesman in the same hands, while another will not. 

The State is, in fact, a distributor. It distributes 
'advantages' (ayaOa) 1 : it distributes 'functions' (Epya 
or npatm) 2 : it makes possible by its distribution of 
advantages that exchange of services ( r.patm) which is 
the initial fact of society. Aristotle seldom, if ever, goes 
behind the services, the exchange of which constitutes 
society, to the rights which are implied in that exchange : 
still less has he realized the importance of such questions 
as 'what is a right ? ' or ' how do rights come into exis
tence, and why? ' But if we follow his ideal sketch of the 
creation of the best State in the Fourth (old Seventh) 
Book, we shall find him allotting functions ( c. 9) and pos
sessions ( KT~<TEL~, c. 9. I 329 a I 7 sqq.) as the first step in 
its construction. 

The principle on which the State makes this allot-

l Eth. Nie. 5. 5. l 130 b 30, Tij> a€ 
KaTa µipo> aLKUIO<TVVTJ> Kat TOU KaT' 
avT~ll aiKaiov ~II µiv fCTTtll .lao> TO 
iv rni> awvoµai> nµ.ij> ry XPTJJl-UTWll 
:;, TWll aA.A.wv O<Ta p.•ptCTTa Toi> KOLllW
JIOUCJ"L TijnroX.1nia>. Cp. Pol. 4 (7). 
13. 1332 a 15 sq. where a distri-

bution of Ko'Aa<Tt> and nµwp!a 
seems to be implied. The boun
daries of distributive and cor
rective justice, and indeed also of 
justice in exchange, seem hardly 
to be definitely fixed. 

2 4 (7). 9. 
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The distri- ment is expressed in its noA.irda 1 or constitution, for this 
bution of b d. h d h. h h · b r advantages em o 1es t e en w 1c t e commumty sets eiore 
a.nd fu~c-. itself as the end of its common life (Pol. 6 (4). I. I289 a I5, 
hons w1th1n , , , , , t ..... , ( , , , , , 
a State is noA.irELa µw yap EIJ'Tl rac,,is rats noAEIJ'lV ri nEpl ras apxas, nva 

reg?lated rpo?Tov VEVEJJ.'TJVTal Kai. rt ro KVpwv T~!I noA.irdas KaL rt To TEAO!I 
by its con- , 1 ~ , , ) 2 h h · · · "d 
stitution, EKalJ'T'TJ!I rris Kowwviai; EIJ'TL : t us t e constltut10n IS sa1 to 
whhichld b be the course of life which the State marks out for itself 
S OU e 
just-i.e. (cp. 6 (4). II. I295 a 40, h noA.iuta f3Cos TL!I EIJ'Tl r.oA.Ews, 
should 
distribute which is expl,ained by Plutarch, de Monarchia, Demo-
them with cratia, et Oligarchia, c. I, Ka8chEp yap av8pcfrnov {3toL 7iAEO
a view to 
the true VE'>, fon KaL o~µov 71'0AlTELa {3fos). This course of life may 
e
5

nd ofthde be that which is really most preferable (4 (7). I. I323 a 
tate, an , 

should take I4 sq.), or it may be 'in a mean in a sense other than 
~flce~~~te~~s that in which the best life is so (6 (4). II. 1295a 37), 
which con- or it may be still lower in the scale, a life in extremes 
tribute to 
that end. ( Ka8' vnEpf3oA.~v ~ ~A.A.rn/nv ). 

When the constitution wins its rule of distribution from 
a correct appreciation of the end of the State and from a 
correct estimate of the relative contributions of different 
individuals to that end, it is said by Aristotle to be just. 
It must place both the functions and the advantages it has 
to distribute in the hands in which it is most conducive to 
the end of the State that they should be placed. Nature 
entrusts the instruments she has at her disposal to those 
who are capable of using them (de Part. An. 4. IO. 687 a 10, 

1 The m)Xis is hardly a 7TOA<>, if 
it is too large to have a 7TOAtrEia 
(4 (7). 4. 1326 b 3), though it may 
have a 7TOALTEia-for instance, a 
lJvvarrrela or an extreme democracy 
or a tyranny-which scarcely 
deserves the name. This passage 
of the Fourth Book seems to treat 
the i!Bvos as hardly susceptible of 
a 7TOAtrda, though we gather from 
other passages that Kingship, and 
even ?Taµ.{3arrtA.eia (3. 14. 1285 b 
32), may find a place in the i!Bvos. 

2 See Sus.~, Note 466. Aristotle 
inherits his view of the nature of 
a ?ToA.iuia from Plato and also 
from Isocrates. Isocrates regards 
the 7TOA<rela as distributing J.pxul 

and i!pya (Areopag. §§ 20-23) : his 
Bus iris, as the author of 'a consti
tution and laws,' distributes the 
population into distinct vocations 
(lsocr. Busir. § l 5). He twice calls 
the 1fOALTELa the tvxT, 7TOAEW> (Areo
pag. § 14: Panath. § 138). Like 
Prudence in the individual, it is 
the deliberative element in the 
State, guarding and preserving all 
good things and warding off ill: 
it is the model into accordance 
with which all laws, all advisers 
of the State ( ol pryropH ), and all 
private men must be brought. 
Compare with this Aristot. Pol. 
3· 4· 1276 b 30; 3. l I. 1282 b 
10. 
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< ~' ,/.,I ' \ ~ f () f N f I 1J uE 't'vcris an utavEµH, Ka a1rEp avfJpwnos cppoviµos, EKacrrov r<!' 

ovvaµlvcp XP~crfJai), and the State should do the same. 
Distributive justice-the term itself is not used in the 

Politics-is the primary virtue of a State and Constitution 1• 

A correct distribution of duties and advantages and above 
' ' all, of political authority is essential, and no distribution can 

be correct which is not just. Cicero went even farther than 
Aristotle and brought justice into the very definition of the 
State (de Rep. I. 25. 39, cp. Augustin. de Civ. Dei, 19. 21). 
In his view, the ' deviation-forms' of State, being unjust, are 
not 'respublicae' at all. A constitution may, indeed, be 
just without being the best constitution. The conditions 
of the best constitution are seldom present. It presup
poses the rule of' virtue fully furnished with the means of 
virtuous action' (apETT, KEXOPYJYYJJJ.EVYJ, 6 (4)· 2. 1289 a 32). 

It is thus in justice, and particularly in dis~ributive 

justice, that Aristotle finds the true basis of the State. 
Distributive justice needs, indeed, to be completed by other 
kinds of justice : (I) by justice in exchange, which is 
occasionally conceived by Aristotle as not merely confined 
to the commercial relation ( ai\.i\.aKnKT, Koivwvfo) and the 
exchange of commodities, but as regulating even the inter
change of offices between free and equal citizens~, whereas 
elsewhere 3 the distribution of offices is viewed as the sphere 
of distributive justice. It is especially in its more com
prehensive sense that justice in exchange is said to be the 
secret of safety and union in States 4• 

(2) By corrective justice (owpfJwnK~), the justice of the 
judge or juror, remedying a faulty exchange, and thus 
incidentally redressing crime, which Aristotle brings under 
this head 5• 

1 Cp. Eth. Eud. 7. 9. 1241~13, 
al ll€ 1TOALHLUL 1TOCTQL Ciucaiov TL EiCios' 
Koi11w11in yap, To lli Koi110111Ta11 llia Tau 
lltKaiov CTVllECTTT)KEV. 

2 Pol. 2. 2. 1261 a 30 sqq. 
3 Eth. Nie. 5. 5. lqob 31. 
4 Pol. 2. 2. 1261 a 30, To 1.CTov To 

aVTL1TE1TOJ18us CTw(EL Ta> 1TOAEL> : Eth. 
Nie. 5. 8. I 132 b 33, Tcil elm-

1Tou'iv d116.:Aoyo11 <Tvµµ/11EL ~ 7ro:Ais. 
5 Is the function of the law

court conceived by Aristotle to 
be summed up in this? Is its 
task completed, when an unjust 
withdrawal of advantages allotted 
to an individual by Distributive 
Justice has been made good by a 
restoration at the expense of the 
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List of 
functions 
to be dis
tributed. 

LIST OF FUNCTIONS 

But both these forms of justice presuppose a correct 
original award to individuals, which must be maintained 
intact through all processes of exchange. It is the task of 
distributive justice to make this original award. 

Distributive justice is not, indeed, the sole security for 
the cohesion and equilibrium of the State, for the natural 
passiYeness of the masses will be a sufficient support for 
an oligarchy which abstains from insulting or plundering 
them (6 (4)· 13. 1297 b 6 sq.) and from robbing the State 
(7 (5)· 8. 1308 b 34sqq.) 1, and democracies are made durable 
by mere populousness (8 (6). 6. 1321 a l, Tas µ.'Ev ovv 011µ.o
KpaTtas oA.ws ~ noA.vai•epwr.(a <Tw(EL' rovro yap avTtKELTai npos 

TO OLKawv TO KaTa T~V attav). But it is the best security: 
'for if a constitution is to last, it should take its stand on 
equality proportioned to desert and on giving men their 
due' (7 (5)· 7. 1307 a 26). A just constitution realizes the 
main condition of durability, which is that ' none of the 
parts of the State even desires a change in the constitution' 
(6 (4)· 9. 1294 b 38 sqq.). 

An attempt to effect an equipoise between contribution 
and requital is thus imposed on the State and its founder. 
It must, however, be borne in mind that, in the best State 
at all events, the motive by which the citizens are actuated 
is love of To KaA.6v; and that if requital is secured to them, 
they do what they do irrespectively of the requital they 
receive. 

Before we proceed to consider what distribution of 
functions is correct, we must first obtain a list of the 
functions which have to be allotted, or, \Yhich is the same 
thing, of the y~vri which are to discharge them. 

offender? If so, the law-court of 
Aristotle seems hardly adjusted 
to his conception of the end of 
the State, which is the promotion 
of good life. We look for a spiritual 
court from him, and find only a 
temporal court somewhat nar
rowly conceived. KoXacrHs and 
np.wpiaL are, however, contem-

plated (Pol. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a II): 
and the correctiYe justice of the 
Fifth Book of the Ethics is not 
probably intended as a complete 
representation of the action of the 
law-court. 

1 The same thought is ex
pressed by Isocrates, ad Nicocl. 
§ 16. 
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TO BE DISTRIBUTED. 97 
Aristotle supplies us with 

set side by side : 
two lists, which we will here 

A. Pol. 4 (7). 8. 1328 b z sqq. 
I. yEwpyoi 
2. TEXVLTaL 
3. To µaxiµov 
4. TO EV7ropov 
). if pE'i> 
6. Kp!Tat TWV avayKaiwv Kat 

uvµ¢Epovrwv 
7. TO eT/T!KOV (not enum

erated in its place, 
but incidentally men
tioned as necessary 
in c. 9. 1329 a 36) 1

• 

B. Pol. 6 (4). 4. I 290 b 40 sqq. 
I. y•wpyoi 
2. To {3U.vavcrov 
3. TO ayopa<ov 
4. To 89nKov 
5. TO rrporroAEµryuov 
6. TO i51KaanK6v 
7. TO Tals ovuiais AEITOvp

yovv 2 

8. TO i5T}µwvpy1K6v (official 
class) 

9. TO {3ovA.w6µwov Kat t<p'i
vov 7rEpt TWV i51Kaiwv To'is 
dµcp1a{3T}Tovu1 (where 
T6 i511<aun1<ov is again 
mentioned by an evi
dent slip). 

The above are called µep11 Ti}> 
7rOAEWS, I 290 b 38-40 : µ6pia TTJ> 
7rOAEWS, 1291 a 32. 

Of these lists, list A is drawn up for use in the con
struction of the best State : list B is intended to account 
for the variety of constitutions by exhibiting the full variety 
of classes in a State. The latter is thus the more complete. 
In list A TO a:yopa'Lov and also TO OTJJJ.lOVpylKOZJ are omitted : 
list B omits the class of priests. Both lists reflect the very 
imperfect industrial and professional development of Greek 
society: perhaps indeed they fail to do justice even to it. 
Instructors of youth and physicians are absent from both 
lists. \Ve hear nothing of fishermen, though fishing is 
included in the First Book among the natural modes of 
obtaining food. Sailors, it is true, are expressly denied a 
place among the parts of the State (4 (7)· 6. 1327 b 7 sqq.), 
and fishermen perhaps among them. The oarsmen of the 
triremes are to be recruited among the serfs or slaves who 
till the soil, and the crews of the trading vessels employed 
in bringing the produce of the territory to the port ( 4 (7 ). 

1 We are surprised to find nx
v'irai and Bijns existing in the best 
State, when in the First Book we 
find these vocations reckoned 
with the unnatural sort of XPT/
µanunK~. The vie\rS there ex-

\'OL. I. II 

pressed on this subject seem, ~~w
ever, to be more uncomprom1smg 
than those expressed elsewhere. 

2 Cp. Isocr. de Antid. § 145, 
TOVS i5taKOCTloVS Kat x1A.iovs TOVS Elu
cpe povras Kai f..nTovpyovnas. 
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5. 1327 a 7 sqq.) are probably to be obtained from the same 
source. 

The lists recognize no distinction between trades (i.e. 
groups formed by similarity of occupation) and classes, or 
between either of these and organs of State-authority (e.g. 
the deliberative or judicial authority). All are brought 
under the comprehensive head of 'parts of the State 1 ' 

(µEpTJ Try> 7TOAEW> ), a term inherited by Aristotle from Plato, 
who includes under it (Rep. 552 A) 'horsemen, hoplites, 
traders, and artisans.' Terms to express the distinctions 
referred to had hardly as yet been developed, though we 
find the judicial, administrative, and deliberative organs of 
the State described (6 (4). 14) as µ6pw Try> 7ToA.mla>. We 
learn from the same passage that it is on the constitution 
of these organs that the character of the 7ToA.irda depends 
(

? ' f \ ~ ' f ' \ I N \ ~ ' ' wv EXOVTwv KaAW'> avayKT} TTJV 7TOl\LTEWV EXEW KaAw<; KaL Ta> 

7TOALTEla<; aAA~AWV ow<f>EpELV EV Tei> ow<f>EpElV EKa(J"TOV TOVTWV, 

1297 b 38 sq.)2. 
The problem is to organize these diverse elements in 

such a way as will accord with justice and prove conducive 
to the end of the State. 

Are the The first question for consideration is whether those who 
lower h 1 1 h functions practise t e ower socia functions- usbandmen, artisans, 
to_ be com- day-labourers, and the like-are to be admitted to the 
m1tted to h" h . 1 f . f 1 . 1 . d . . . . . 
the same 1g er soc1a unct10ns o eg1s atlon, a mm1strat10n, JUStlce, 
hhanhd~ a

1
s "and war. Most Greek States did admit them to these 

t e 1g 1er r 
functions. Even in oligarchies, artisans were freely admitted 
to military service-they formed, it would seem, a large 
element in the forces of the allies of the Lacedaemonians 3-

and in all but the extremer forms of oligarchy, in which 
power \Vent by birth 4, the rich artisan 5 or trader would be 
admitted to office. Many of the most famous early oli
garchies of Greece-those of Aegina, Corinth, and Corcyra, 
for instance-\Ycre, like the Venetian, oligarchies of trade. 

1 This is so at least in Pol. 6 
(4). 4. 1290 b 38-40: contrast 
however 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 21 sqq. 

2 With regard to Aristotle's use 
of the phrase µ€po~ T~~ rroXrn~ in 

the Politics, see Appendix A. 
3 Plutarch, Ages. c. 26. 
4 6 (4). 6. 1293 a 26 sqq. 
5 3. 5. 1278a 21 sqq. 
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AND HIGHER FUNCTIONS. 99 

Democracy went further-it tended to give these classes 
political supremacy; and democracy was coming more and 
more to prevail in Greece, for cities were growing larger and 
large cities tended to democracy. No doubt, even in the 
extreme form of democracy-the first form, apparently, 
in many cases to admit artisans and day-labourers to 
office 1-persons directly concerned with what Aristotle 
terms 'necessary functions 2 ' would not commonly, in all 
probability, be either ' State-orators ' (MropEs) or great 
executive officers of State ; they would not often be 
strategi, for instance, at Athens : their power would rather 
be exercised collectively through the popular assembly 
and dicasteries. Still neither democracy nor oligarchy 
made a principle of interposing a barrier between the exer
cise of the minor social functions and the major. Even in 
the military city of Thebes the practice of the so-called 
'sordid arts' or of retail trade only involved exclusion from 
office for ten years after retirement from business 3 . 

The Lacedaemonian State and the States of Crete stood 
almost alone 4 in ordering these matters differently. They 
set an example in relation to them which Plato and 
Aristotle held to be sound, but from which Greece tended 
every day to depart more widely. They ·sorted' the 
elements of the State, and forbade those who discharged 
the nobler social functions to meddle with the less noble. 

Even in States which admitted the industrial and com- Sodal 
· 1 1 1 · h Id d estimate of merc1a c asses to power, popu ar sentiment e tra e agnculture, 

and industry cheap. 'Nowhere in Homer,' says Buch- ~rade, and 
. mdustry 

senschiitz 5, 'is contempt for any useful occupat10n ex- current in 
ancient 

1 3. 4. 1277 b 2: cp. 2. 12. 1274 a 
18. This is not wonderful, con
sidering that at one time those of 
the {3rivavuo1 TEXVtTat who were 
not slaves were mostly of alien 
origin, and that even in Aristotle's 
day a majority of them continued 
to be either slaves or aliens, 3. 5. 
1278 a 6. 

i \Yealthy employers of slaves 
in manufacture, like Cleon, are of 
course not here referred to. 

s 3. 5.1278a 25: 8 (6). 7.1321a Greece. 
26 sqq. 

4 In some military States the citi
zens were forbidden to practise the 
{3avavuo1 ·r€xva1 (Xen. Oecon. 4. 3). 

5 Besitz und Erwerb, p. 258. It 
is doubtful, however, how far the 
Homeric pictures reflect the early 
social life of Greece Proper, at all 
events as a whole. Plato says in 
the Laws (680 C) that the mode 
of life Homer depicts is Ionic. 

HZ 
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100 VIEWS CURRE/1/T IN GREECE 

pressed.' But a change of feeling came, he thinks, at the 
epoch of the great migrations. 'The ruling class, in pos
session of wide domains and disposing freely of the labour 
of the subject populations and of the purchased slaves whose 
numbers begin from this time forward to increase, withdrew 
from all occupations connected with the supply of daily 
wants, and by leaving labour of this kind exclusively to 
the subject races stamped it as unworthy of a freeman. 
Accordingly, it is in States which maintained in some 
degree intact the traditions of that epoch-in the Lacedae
monian State and that of Thespiae, for instance-that we 
find these occupations forbidden to the citizen.' It was, on 
the other hand, in maritime and commercial cities like 
Corinth-the first, according to Thucydides, to 'cleave to 
the sea '-that handicrafts were least despised 1• The 
oligarchies of early Greece, however, \Yere less often oli
garchies of trade than oligarchies of knights and \\·arriors, 
and the prejudices of the oligarchs may well have spread 
to the average citizen. The attempts of the tyrants to 
relegate their subjects from the city to the country 2, to 
make peasants of them, and to divert their attention from 
politics to the useful arts may have had a contrary effect to 
that intended. But the prevailing scorn for trade and in
dustry was probably more largely due to the wide diffusion 
of military aptitude and efficiency which came with the rise 
of the hoplite system of warfare, and which was so important 
a factor in the successful resistance of Greece to Persia. 

Agriculture stood at the head of the lower occupations. 
In this, the healthiest, if not the oldest, of them, the draw
backs were absent which told against so many others. 
The work of the cultivator was not work merelr for the 
body, like that of the day-labourer: it called for alert 
intelligence, for foresight and knowledge; it did not impair 
the physique like the sedentary arts; the keenness for gain, 
which was held to be incidental to the occupation of the 

1 Thuc. I. 13: Hdt. 2. 167. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 3. § 41. 
2 Pol. 7 (5). 10. 1311a13: 7 (5). q. 

11.1313 b 20 sqq.: and see C. F. 
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AS TO AGRICULTURE TRADE AND INDUSTRY. IOI 

merchant and retail tradesman, was thought to be less 
marked here ; above all, agriculture produced no inaptitude 
for arms. Thus the Peloponnesians tilled the soil with 
their own hands I: the avrovpy6s was to Euripides the true 
safeguard of the State 2

: Philopoemen combined farming 
with politics 3- Yet there were two opinions even about 
agriculture, for while Tanagra was a town of cultivators\ 
Thespiae held agriculture, no less than handicraft, to be 
a pursuit unworthy of freemen 5- So one of Menander's 
characters says : 

'Ev TOL> 1TOAEµiot> [1TOAEµtKOL> ?] V1TEPEX.ELV TOV avfJpa a.1, 
To yap yrn>py•lv ifpyov fa-Tlv olKfrov 6• 

Other pursuits, which demanded far more skill, capacity, 
and capital, but which were less favourable to military 
aptitude, were held in much lower estimation. The 
merchant ( gµ:rropos) who purchased in the cheapest market 
a cargo which he conveyed, in a hired vessel or his own, 
for sale in the dearest, needed a thorough knowledge of 
the varying requirements of the different ports of the 
Greek world: yet, whatever may have been his position 
in trading cities such as Corcyra, Byzantium, Corinth, or 
the Pontic colonies, his vocation was for the most part 
abandoned at Athens to metoeci 7, citizens of good position 

1 Thuc. r. 141. 
2 Eurip. Orest. 892 (Bothe). 
8 Plut. Philop. c. 4, 1Tpwt dvatTTU> 

KaL tTVVE</>a1Jraµ•vo> i!pyov TOL> aµ7TEA
ovpyovtT!V ~ /3011AaTovtT1v al8t> ,z, 
7TDAtv drryn Kal rrEpl Tu fJ11µotTta Toi> 
~iXot> Kal TOL> apx_ovtTL tTVVTJtT)(_OA
ELTO. 

4 Bi.ichsenschi.itz, p. 297. 
5 Ibid. p. 258. 
6 Inc. Fab. Frag. xcvi. ed. 

Didot, quoted by Bi.ichsenschi.itz, 
p. 258 n. 4. 

7 Thus Aristotle assumes that 
merchants will be EV aXA.ot> u8paµ
p.£vot voµot>, 4 (7). 6. I 327 a I4: cp. 
I socr. de Pace, § 2 l' o'lj/oµEBa ()£ Tryv 
7TOA!V a1rrAatTta> µ£v ~ vvv TU> 1TpOtT
ofJov> Aap.{3ilvovtTav, µ<LTTTJV (}£ ytyvo
f-EVTJV lµrropwv Kai givwv Kal µETol-

Kwv, Ziv vvv Epryp.TJ Ka8£tTTTJK<v-a 
passage which mentions i!p.rropot 
in connexion with aliens, and also 
indicates that even at Athens the 
numbers of these classes varied 
from time to time considerably. 
In its judgment of i!µrropot Greek 
feeling would probably some
what differ from Roman. '\\'hile 
the Romans disdained retail trade 
and manual labour, they had not 
the same dislike for commercial 
enterprise upon a larger scale ' 
(Capes, Early Empire, p. 194). 
Still it is evident from Rhet. ad 
Alex. 3. 1424 a 28 sq. that the 
vauKATJpot, a section of the class of 
i!µrropoi, were more favoured by 
the writer than the dyopalo1. 
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preferring not to embark in commerce themselves, but only 
to lend money to merchants 1• 

The body of nxv'irni, again, included in its upper ranks 
sculptors, painters, architects, musicians, and singers of 
genius 2, some of whom, at all events, would possess a wide 
acquaintance with men and things in Greece, might be the 
favoured companions of tyrants (Pol. 7 (5). I I. 1314 b 3), or 
might even aspire to make a figure as philosophers (Plato, 
Rep. 495 C). Of the latter Hippodamus of Miletus was 
perhaps an instance 3• Yet, according to Plutarch (Pericl. 
c. 2 ), 'no well-constituted ( E1xpv~s-) Greek youth after view
ing the Zeus at Olympia or the Hera of Argos \rnuld wish 
to be Phidias or Polycletus, their authors' ; and Lucian 
(Somn. c. 9) puts the same remark in the mouth of Culture 
(ITaioda), adding that no one would desire to be accounted 
':.1 sordid craftsman living by manual labour.' The stigma, 
indeed, might be escaped, if the work was done, not for 
pay, but out of patriotism: so Polygnotus, we are told, 
' was no mere ordinary craftsman, nor did he paint the 
portico for hire: he worked without reward, emulous to 
add to the splendour of the city 4.' 

1 Biichsenschiitz, p. 5 ro. 
2 Phidias is called a TEXViTTp>, 

Strabo, p. 353 : Praxiteles, ibid. 
p. 410: Parrhasius the painter 
is classed among o1 Ta~ Tixva~ 
<xovrE~, Xen. Mem. 3. 10. 1. Aris
totle, however, in one passage, 
recognizes a distinction between 
arts which must exist of necessity 
and arts which contribute to 
luxury or To KaAw~ (r',v (Pol. 6 (4). 
4. 1291 a 2). 

3 Socrates himself was said by 
some to have worked at his craft 
of sculpture before he became a 
philosopher, far as the thought of 
Socrates is from the mind of 
Plato in the passage referred to. 
A group on the Acropolis (three 
draped Graces) was imagined to 
be from his hand (see Zeller, Gr. 
Ph. 2. 1. 44. 4, ed. 2). 

4 Plut. Cim. c. 4: the passages 
quoted are given by C. F. Her-

mann, Gr. Antiqq. 3. § 4r. 15. 
·we shall all approve the alleged 
reply of Albert Diirer to the Em
peror Maximilian. 'The Em
peror, in the attempt to draw 
something himself, found the 
chalk perpetually break in his 
hands, while Diirer had no such 
interruption ; on which J\Iaxim
ilian asked Albert Diirer how it 
came that his chalk did not break, 
and the painter answered, smiling, 
" Most gracious Emperor, I should 
be sorry your illajesty were as 
skilled in this respect as I" (Quart. 
Rev. Oct. 1879, p. 404). The story, 
however, like many other good 
ones, is an adaptation from the 
Greek, for a similar anecdote is 
told of Philip of Macedon (Plut. 
Reg. et Imperat. Apophtheg
mata-Philippi patris Alexandri 
29, 179 B). Cp. also Plato, Laws 
769 B. 
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If occupations of this kind were held to be so little 
honourable, we need not ask what was the position of the 
useful arts. The handicrafts which fall under this head 
are very dissimilar to each other in character. Not all 
of them would be either sedentary or prejudicial to health. 
If the smith, working at a forge in a hot climate, suffered in 
health, the same could not be said of the mason or brick
layer, who wrought in the open air : yet no distinction 
seems to have been made bet\veen these trades and those 
of the carpenter, cook, shoemaker, dyer, and weaver, which 
might fairly be accounted sedentary 1• Sedentary or not, 
those who practised them (and agriculturists no less, Pol. 
4 (7)· 9· 1328 b 41) were held to be forced by the necessity 
of the case to devote their whole time to their craft, and 
thus to lose that leisure which Socrates said was the sister 
of €A.Ev8Epfo (Ael. V. H. 10.14). Their work also involved that 
'living at the disposal of another,' which was a mark of 
slavery (cp. Rhet. r. 9. 1367 a 31, Kat To µ710EµCav €pya(rn·eaL 

'p_f f [ ~ ~ ' I J ,, e' \ \ ·t-'avavcrov TEXV'f)V crryµewv TWV E1TalVOVµEVWV . E/\EV Epov yap TO 

µ~ npos 6.A.A.ov (~v: Pol. 5 (8). 2. 1337 b 17: r. 13. 1260 a 33). 
Still public sentiment at Athens favoured the artisan 

class more than the trading class (To ayopafov) or the day
labourers (To erynKov). Many more citizens would be found 
among the former than among the latter (Bi.ichsenschi.itz, 
p. 344-5, p. 5u). A retail tradesman was often a resident
alien (Demosth. c. Eubulid. 30-34, referred to by Bi.ichsen
schi.itz, p. 511 : yet see Xen. Mem. 3. 7. 6). The artisans 
probably sold their own manufactures to a large extent; 
and this must have contracted the dealings of the trading 
class strictly so called. The Peiraeus was perhaps their 
headquarters: at Athens much selling seems to have been 
done in temporary booths in the agora, probably in part by 
persons who came in from the country with their produce. 
The shops even at Pompeii 'indicate that the tribe of shop
keepers was very inferior in wealth and comfort to that of 
our own time and country' (Dyer's Pompeii, p. 302). 

1 See Xen. Oecon. 4. 2 : cp. Plato, Rep. 495 D: Eurip. fragm. 636, 
Nauck. 
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The position of the 01)>, or hired day-labourer (µLrdJwr6> ), 
on the other hand, was all that extreme poverty could make 
it. If the most slave-like of occupations ,,-ere those in which 
the bodily powers were most called into play (Pol. I. I I. 

I 258 b 38), then there was little to choose between the life 
of a day-labourer and that of a slave. The class of day
labourers was, however, one in which impoverished freemen 
often took refuge (Btichsenschtitz, p. 344 sq.), mainly no 
doubt because the work done by this class required no 
previous training. 

It is worthy of notice that the Greek estimate of these 
occupations passed with their civilization to the Jews, as we 
learn from the remarkable passage in Ecclesiasticus on 
the subject (38. 24-34). Here it is the want of leisure 
which is held to unfit these classes for high positions, and 
agriculture fares no better than the trades of the smith, 
potter, and carpenter 1. 

There is little need to seek far for the origin of a feeling 
which has existed more or less in most ages and countries, 
occasionally indeed in an even less discriminating form and 
with less excuse than in Greece, and considerable traces of 
which, to say the least, are observable among ourselves. If 
Schiller has said 2, 

'Euch, ihr Gotter, gehort der Kaufmann: Giiter zu suchen 
Geht er, doch an sein Schiff kniipfet das Gute sich an,' 

1 A kindlier feeling for labour 
appears in connexion with the 
worship of Saturn and Ops, or 
rather their Greek equivalents 
(seePhilochor.Fr. 13-Miiller, Fr. 
Hist. Gr. I. p. 386: 'Philochorus 
Saturno et Opi primum in Attica 
statuisse aram Cecropem <licit, 
eosque deos pro Jove Terraque 
coluisse, instituisseque ut patres 
familiarum et frugibus et fructibus 
jam coactis passim cum servis 
vescerentur, cum quibus patien
tiam laboris in colendo rure toler
averant : delectari enim deum 
honore servorum contemplatu la-

boris'). The feeling survived in 
old-fashioned regions like Arca
dia, where slaves and masters 
gathered at entertainments round 
one table (Theopomp. Fr. 243). 
Seneca commends this kindly be
haviour in his 47th Epistle, and 
advises a discreet observance of 
it. It is interesting to notice that 
the sceptic Pyrrho, who prided 
himself on his •indifference' l d~rn
cf>opia ), drove pigs to market and 
sold them, or swept out his house 
with his own hands (Diog. Laert. 
9. 66). 

2 In his poem,' Der Kaufmann.' 
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Hobbes is credited with the saying that 'the only glory 
of a tradesman is to grow exceedingly rich by the wisdom 
of buying and selling 1 '; and Bacon, who holds that 'seden
tary and within-door arts and delicate manufactures that 
require rather the finger than the arm have in their nature 
a contrariety to a military disposition,' advises States 'to 
leave those arts chiefly to strangers, which for that purpose 
are the more easily to be received 2.' 

In ancient Greece, it is significant to observe, the feeling 
was strongest in the more military States 3 ; but slavery, no 
doubt, contributed to lower the dignity of work performed 
to the order and for the convenience of another. To do 
manual work4, even if the work were not sedent;iry and 
unfavourable to health or bodily strength, and especially to 
do manual work for pay, was to put oneself in a subservient 
relation 5, not only unfavourable to the independence and 
incompatible with the leisure of a freeman, but also the 
probable source of a mean and sordid spirit. Industrial 
and commercial life was thus held to begin by robbing the 
physique of strength or grace, and to end by degrading the 
character. We must remember that in the social life of 
Greece the spirit of trade \\'aS probably often presented to 
view in its narrowest and least attractive form and in sharp 
contrast to striking examples of public virtue. The incul
pated occupations were mostly occupations engrafted on 
the primitive pursuits of Greek life, and were to a large 
extent, as they had been from the first, practised by aliens 

1 I cannot give the reference to 
Hobbes' Works: the passage is 
quoted in a note in Pope's \Yorks, 
vol. 2. p. 243 (ed. 1767) on the 
well-known couplet (Moral Es
says, Epist. 1)-

, Boastful and rough, your first 
son is a 'squire; 

The next a tradesman, meek 
and much a liar.' 

2 Essay 29, Of the true great
ness of Kingdoms and Estates 
(Works, 6. 448-9), referred to by 
C. Friedlander, de Francisci Ba
conis Doctrina Politica, p. 78. 

Bacon, however, does not feel the 
same objection to the crafts of the 
smith, mason, and carpenter, 
which he here terms ' strong and 
manly arts.' 

3 Xen. Oecon. 4. 3. 
i So closely was the idea of 

(3nvavrria connected with X"povpyia 
that even learning to play on a 
musical instrument was accounted 
{:Javavrria - an exaggeration cor
rected by Aristotle, Pol. 5 (SJ. 6. 
1340 b 40 sqq. 

5 Cp. (JiaKoviav, Plato, Laws 
919 D. 
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and even Asiatics 1. The mixture, or rather the inter
mingling, of races had already gone far, at Athens at all 
events; indeed, the more unchanging were men's ways and 
aptitudes in antiquity, the more necessary was the aid of 
some extraneous race or races to do what the indigenous 
population could not, or would not do 2• Not only 
foreigners, but also slaves were largely employed on work 
of this kind, and free industrial labour was both lowered in 
estimation and cheapened by the competition of slave
labour. The autochthonous Athenian, or the descendant 
of immigrant Dorian conquerors looked down with not 
always ill-grounded contempt on the foreign and perhaps 
Asiatic artisan or trader, who would often differ but little 
in external appearance from a slave 3, and would be engaged 
on work often done by slaves. 

So far, indeed, as this prepossession against industry and 
trade kept in check the eagerness for gain, which was one 
element in the Greek character, it exerted a favourable 
influence. A time came when the Greeks ranked the 
handicrafts higher, but it was at the expense of nobler, 
though less lucrative, vocations 4• There is a real difference 
of ethical level bet\veen some vocations and others, though 
amidst the growing industrialism of our own day we may 
sometimes be tempted to forget this. 

If the popular estimate of the industrial and trading 
1 Cp. Xen. de Vectig. 2. 3, Av8ol 

Kat <l>pvyEs Kat "i-vpoL Kat aAAOL rrav
ro8a?TOL {3ap{3apoL° rroA.A.ol yap rowil
roi rfi>v 1urolKu>V. 

2 The same tendency to call in 
extraneous aid in some depart
ments of industry is noticeable 
in modern Europe. Since 1850, 
according to a ,paper by l\l. Leroy
Beaulieu inL' Economiste Fran(ais 
(referred to in the Times of Feb. 
8, 1883), the number of foreigners 
resident in France has grown at 
an increasing rate. It increased 
between 1851 and 1861 at the 
rate of 12,000 annually, but be
tween 1876 and 1881 at the annual 
rate of 40,000. M. Leroy-Beaulieu 

appears to think that these immi
grants often undertake rough work 
which French workmen gladly 
leave to others. In England and 
the United States the increase of 
the Irish population serves the 
same end. 

3 [Xen.] Rep. Ath. I. 10, i<T8ryrn 
yap ov8€v (:3EATLW EXEL 0 a;;f.LOS avn5Bt 
~ ol aovAOL : and see c. F. Her
mann, Gr. Antiqq. 3. § 13. 19. 

"' Cp. Athen. Deipn. I. 34, p. 
19 b (quoted by Hermann, Gr. 
Antiqq. 3. § 42. 15), ras yap (:3ovav
<Tovs rixvas "EAAIJVH vCTnpov rrEpl 
'/rAELCTTOV f.LUAAOV E'/rOLOUVTO ~ ras 
Kara 7rat8Eiav ywo/Livas €mvoias. 
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classes did not everywhere rise with their elevation in the Opinions 

political scale, and if, as not unfrequently happens, the oxfSocral tes, 
. . . enop 10n, 

political change was not accompanied by a correspondmg an<l Plato. 

change in social sentiment, a correction of the general 
feeling on the subject was hardly to be looked for from 
the philosophers. Already in the apologue of Protagoras 
(Plato, Protag. 32 1) the contrast of the · wisdom necessary 
for the support of life' and 'political wisdom' appears, 
and we learn how insufficient is the former for the well-
being of a State without the latter. Dionysodorus and 
Euthydemus, indeed, in the Euthydemus of Plato claim 
that a money-making life is quite compatible with the 
acquisition of the kind of \visdom they imparted 1 ; but 
then this kind of wisdom was not worth much. 

Socrates, though, in conformity with Athenian opinion 2, 

he seems to have held that in case of need there was 
nothing unbefitting in the practice of a trade 3, is repre
sented in a conversation with Euthydemus, whom possibly 
he did not care to shock, as acquiescing in the ordinary 
Greek assumption that craftsmen such as smiths and shoe
makers are, as a rule, slavish (avopanoowoELs-), and know 
nothing of' things noble and good and just' (Xen. Mero. 4. 
2. 22). He probably felt that leisure was more conducive 
to the indescribable characteristic which the Greeks called 
EAEV0Epta (Ael. V. H. IO. 14), as it certainly was more con
ducive to the pursuit of knowledge in the colloquial 
Socratic fashion. 

Xenophon drew a marked distinction between agriculture, 
which he panegyrizes (Oecon. cc. 5-6: cp. c. 15), and the 
handicrafts, which he condemns (Oecon. 4. 2). His praises 

1 Euthydem. 304 C, oiJn <f>vcnv 
"8' ,, ' 't ' , " ' • 

o~ ,TJAL~ta~ cc;ELpyciv ,ovuE!;"u1~-o 

l3c KaL CTOL µaALCTTa rrpOCTTJKEL UKOl!CTaL, 
on ovl3€ TOV XPT/µari(£cr8ai <f>arov 
l3taKWAVELV oulJev-µ9 ov rrapaAa{3EtV 
01mvoilv <vrrnws r9v cr<f>nepav cro<:piav. 

2 Thuc, 2. 40. 
3 Xen. Mem. 2. 7. 3 sqq. He 

was, indeed, charged with im
pressing on his disciples the les
son of Hesiod-

lpyov (3' ovl3€v OvELl3os, df py<LTJ (3,f r' 
OV£tl3os, 

in the sense that they should do 
anything, however unjust or dis
graceful, for gain (Xen. i\lem. I. 
2. 56 sqq.). This is corrected by 
Xenophon (ibid.), and by Critias 
himself, who was supposed to be 
a product of this kind of teaching, 
in the Charmides of Plato (Charm. 
163 B-C). 
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of the former include both the actual tilling of the soil and 
the management of a farm (Oecon. 5). In this enthusiasm 
for agriculture he departs to some extent, we may notice, 
from his model the Lacedaemonian State, which forbade it 
to its citizens (Plato, Rep. 547 D)1. 

Plato has glimpses of a more favourable view of handi
craft and even of retail trade. Thus, in Symp. 209 A, 
Phileb. 55 C sqq. (cited by Zeller, Plato, E. T. p. 222), he 
finds in the handicraft arts an early stage of philosophy, and 
is led, in fact, to range carpentering above music as more 
largely partaking in number and more exact (Phileb. 56 C). 
So again in the Laws he holds that retail trade has nothing 
intrinsically harmful about it (918 B); the retailer is a 
benefactor to his species, in so far as he measures by means 
of coin the comparative value of different commodities 
and sets them in a proportionate relation to each other ; 
the hired labourer, the innkeeper do the same ; indeed 
(918 D-E), if, which Heaven forbid, some one were to 
compel the very best men or women to act for a while as 
retail traders, we should learn to regard retail trade and 
kindred pursuits in the light of a mother or a nurse, and 
recognize how deserving they are of love and acceptance 2

• 

It is a relation of this kind that he designs in the Republic 
between his third class (n) XP'IJJJ-arnrnK6v) and the tWO 
higher classes. The third class, no less than the remaining 
two, were to be citizens, and not only so, but the source of 
pay and sustenance (µ.icYBoooral Kat rpo<jJE'is) to the rest; they 
were to be their brothers (Rep. 415 A); they are joined 
with the military class in a common obedience to the first 
or ruling class, and thus the two lower classes are together 
called TW apxoµ.frw in contradistinction to Td 5.pxov (Rep. 
442 D). In the same way, though each of the two upper 
classes has a virtue of its own, temperance and justice are 
possessed by the third class, and apparently in a complete 
form; the possible transference of members from one class 

1 The same contrast of feeling 
appears between Cicero (de Offi.c. 
I. 42. 151) and Sallust (de Conj. 
Cati!. 4: see Jacobs ad Joe.). 

2 Cp. Menand. Fragm. Inc. 
Fab. 279 (p. So Didot) : 
t11.fv8ipw~ IJouAwf, 3oiiA.o~ ovK ifa-H. 
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to another, in itself, softens the contrast between them. 
Moreover, the third class were, it would seem, to own the 
lands they tilled subject to a contribution for the main
tenance of the other classes. The first sign, in fact, of the 
decline of the ideal Republic is said to appear in a conflict 
between its classes or races, the result of which is that 
severalty of property is introduced within its upper section, 
and the gold and silver races enslave their friends and 
maintainers \Vhose freedom they had before respected, and 
make of them subjects and servants (Rep. 547 B-C). It is 
probably by design that Plato (Rep. 55z A) allows the 
title of 'part of the State,' the application of which was 
afterwards narrowed by Aristotle, to the commercial and 
artisan classes (XPT//Wrnrrn{, oryµwvpyot) no less than to 
'horsemen and hoplites.' In the view of the former, in fact, 
the third class answered to a part of the soul 1, while in 
that of Aristotle the natural slave stands to the citizen as 
the body to the soul, and the whole class which has to 
do with •necessary work,' whether free or slave, is related 
to the citizen-body merely as an instrument, or means, is 
related to the end it subserves; it stands outside the State, 
forming in strictness no part of it. It is true, however, that 
the title of citizen, which Plato concedes to the members of 
his third class (xp17µarw"TiKol), carries with it no share in 
political power, for he excludes this class from office, both 
military and civil. Indeed, in one passage of the Ninth 
book of the Republic (590 C-D), perhaps the source from 
which Aristotle derived his theory of natural slavery, he 
admits, notwithstanding what he has said in the passage 
from the Eighth (547 B-C) referred to above, that when 
'the Best is weak within a man, so that he is unable to 
control the creatures within him and has to court them'
when he has not ' the divine principle of wisdom abiding in 
him,' but needs a ruling principle outside himself, then 'in 
order that he may be under the same rule as the best of 
men, we say that he ought to be the slave of that best of 
men, ina~much as the latter has the divine ruling principle 

1 To lrri8vp17w«Sv. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



110 PLATO. 

indwelling in him' ; so that in a case like this slavery is 
expedient and just, and may find a place even within the 
ideal Republic. It may be doubted, however, whether he 
would have held with Aristotle that all those 'whose function 
is the use of the body, and this is the best that they can do' 
(Pol. r. 5. 1254 b 17 ), are in need of an extraneous ruling 
principle-whether, in fact, to Plato the natural slave is not 
the morally weak or bad man, rather than the man of thews 
and sinews who is only fit for manual work 1-

In the Laws, perhaps because the type of .society is 
lower, the relation between the governing class and the 
classes concerned with these lower occupations is other
wise conceived. They lose even the name of citizen, and 
become a dependent-in some cases, an enslaved-body. 
Those of them who are slaves have not the consolation of 
being slaves to 'the best of men' as in the Republic, for the 
citizens of the State described in the Laws are not an ideal 
or heroic class, like the guardians of the Republic, or the 
citizens of Aristotle's best State. Even agriculture, except 
perhaps in the sense of superintendence (Laws 842 D: cp. 
806 D-E) is forbidden to the citizens; much more other 
occupations of an industrial or commercial nature (Laws 
806 D-E: 741 E: 846 D: 919 D: -842 D). Plato's reason 
for these prohibitions is partly that the citizen has quite 
enough to do without practising any other art than his 
own (Laws 846 D-E, 807 C); partly, that f3avav<r{a warps 
the character of the freeman (Laws 741 E); even the very 
best men (oL navraxfi l'Lpi<rroi, Laws 918 E), though in their 
hands vocations like that of the retail trader would assume 
a helpful and kindly aspect, suffer profanation by having 
to do with them (918 D). In the Laws, unlike the 
Republic, the industrial and commercial classes exist for 
the sake of the ruling class, stand wholly outside the State, 
and are adjusted in number and position to the needs of 
their social superiors. In this respect the society sketched 
in the Laws serves as a model for the 'best State' of 

1 Cp. Plato Polit. 309 A, rou!> ll' 
lv dµaBlq. r' ai Kai ra1T£11JOT1]TL 7TOAAji 

KvA1vf!ovµ€vov!> EL!> ro llovA1Ko1J t'7TO· 
(n'.yvv1n yivo!>. 
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Aristotle; there is, however, this important difference, that 
the citizens of Aristotle's State are not only men of ideal 
excellence living an ideal life, dependence on whom might 
be a source of pride and moral advantage, but also are 
charged with the duty of caring for the virtue of their 
slaves at any rate, if not of other members of the sub
ordinate classes; while the citizens in the Laws are not 
conceived as attaining to the same ethical level, nor have 
they apparently a similar duty imposed upon them. But 
then the Laws is admittedly a sketch of a second-rate 
society. 

Throughout Aristotle's treatment of this subject and also View of 

of slavery, it must be borne in mind that he has in view an Aristotle. 

ideal State, in which the citizen-body is composed of men 
of full virtue ( <T7Tovoa'ioi a7TA.ws ). If it is well for the artisan 
to accept a lowly position and for the slave to be even 
enslaved, it is so because the men on \\·horn they are thus 
made dependent are men of noble character and high 
capacity, spending their lives in an arduous exercise of 
virtue, through serving whom they rise to an ethical level 
they could not otherwise attain. It is the 'best State' 
(or, at all events an 'aristocratic' State, Pol. 3. 5. 1278 a 
18), that 'will not make the artisan a citizen' (3. 5. 
1278 a 8): the less elevated and more attainable con
stitution described in the Eleventh Chapter of the Sixth 
(the old Fourth) Book (~ KoivorarYJ 7roA.mCa-~ oia rwv 

µ.Ecrwv) would not probably refuse a share of power to 
artisans (3. 5. 1278 a 24) or other well-to-do members of 
the industrial and commercial classes. 

Aristotle fully accepts the traditional estimate of ' the 
sordid occupations' ((3avav<Ta ~pya), and perhaps his account 
of them gives additional definiteness to the conception of 
(3avavCTta. 'Vv'e must set down as sordid,' he says (Pol. 
5 (8). 2. 1337 b 8 sqq.), 'any work or art or study which 
makes freemen unfit for the active exercise of virtue either 
in body or character or intelligence': the 'sordid arts' 
deteriorate the body, and 'trades plied for hire' (µiCTBapvtKa'i 
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fpya<rtai-a term of uncertain comprehension)-make the 
mind unfree (ll<TxoA.ov) and abject (rn?T<w~v). Bavav<rta, how
ever, he adds, is not confined to the practice of' sordid occu
pations,' for an over-exact study of some sciences not in them
selves unworthy of a freeman-according to Susemihl (Sus.2

, 

Note 982), Gymnastic, Music, Drawing, and Painting are 
among the sciences meant-produces the same effect and 
deserves the same name 1• But again, work of an unfree 
nature may be relieved of this stigma, if it is done not in 
the service of another, but for one's own sake or for the 
sake of friends or for the sake of virtue (oi' 6.pET~v) 2 • So 
in the Rhetoric (i. 9. 1367 a 31) it is implied that the 
[36.vav<ro~, unlike the freeman, lives 'for the convenience of 
another' (7rpo~ &A.A.ov)3. The freeman (;\Ietaph. A. 2. 982 b 
25) is 'he \\·ho exists for his O\rn sake and not that of 
another 4 .' Both the life of the artisan and the life of the 
shopkeeper are forbidden to the citizens of Aristotle's best 
State (Pol. 4 (7). 9. 1328 b 37 sqq.), 'for those lives are 
ignoble and unfavourable to virtue 5 .' This is not said of 
agriculture, which is, however, excluded on the ground that 
leisure is necessary both for the development of virtue and 
for political activity (1329 a i). The life of a farmer is a life 
of incessant occupation in the country, \\·hich forbids even 
frequent attendance at the meetings of the popular assembly 

1 Thus the Indians of the terri
tory of Musicanus were praised 
by the Cynic Onesicritus for not 
carrying the sciences (except me
dicine) to a high point of minute 
accuracy (Strabo 701, µTi aKpi{3ov11 
()€ ras E7Tt<Trryµa> 7TAq11 larptKYJS ). 

2 Cp. 5 (8). 6. 1341 b 10, Ell TaUTlJ 
,( sc. rfJ rrpus roi•s dywvas 'lraiCJEig) 
yap 0 1rparrw11 OU 'TYJS avrov µETa
X"P'C•rnt xapiv ilp•rrys, d'A'Aa rrys TWll 
aKovovrwv fi[Jovry>, Kal ravT'Js <fiopn
KTJ>" CJt07TEp ou rwv d'Aw8ipw11 KpivoµEv 
dvai rfiv dpya<Tiav dA'Aa B'JnKwripav· 
ml {3avav<Tous ()~ <Tvµ8nivEL yiv•<TBat. 
See also the story told of Antis
thenes by Plutarch, Reipubl. Ge
rend. Praecepta, c. i 5, and Plut
arch's addition to it. 

8 His actions are 61aK011iKai, like 

those of the slave, 3. 4. I 277 a 36 
sqq., ,,·ith \Yhom he is here for 
the moment identified. 

4 Thus it is the characteristic 
of the µE'yaA.1hJrvxo>, 1rpos aAt..011 µfi 
CJvva<TBai CTJv d'AA' ry 1rpo> ¢tA011 (Eth. 
.t\ic. 4. 8. 1124 b 31). 

5 Their very friendship was of 
the interested kind which rests 
on utility (Eth . .t\ic. 8. 7. n58 a 21, 
Ti()€ CJ1a ro XPfi<T1µ011 <fit'Alu dyopaiwv). 
Aristotle does not mention, though 
the fact may well have been pre
sent to his mind, that it was the 
determination with which these 
classes pressed their claims to 
complete political equality that 
was fast making democracy the 
prevailing constitution in Greece. 
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(8 (6). 4. 1318b II sqq.), much more anything like systematic 
political action. Aristotle's view of agriculture differs, in fact, 
so much from that put forward by Xenophon in the Oecono
micus, that he praises the States which marked off the 
military class from the cultivating class (4 (7). 10. 1329 a 
40 sqq.), whereas Xenophon, like the Romans later, viewed 
the work of the peasant as an excellent preparation for 
the life of a soldier. Aristotle, with whom Plato appears 
to concur, may have held that the peasant would have but 
little leisure, except in winter, for the constant gymnastic 
practice on which the efficiency of a hoplite must have 
depended far more than that of a modern soldier, or he 
may have desired to reserve the military service of the 
State for those who would in after years be its rulers; but 
he does not explain the grounds of his view, in which he 
had been anticipated, not only, as has been said, by Plato, 
but also by Hippodamus (Pol. 2. 8. 1267 b 32). 

It is from a different point of view that the various voca-
tions falling under the Science of Supply are classified in 
the First Book, as natural or the contrary. They are here 
distinguished, not according to their effect on the agent, 
but according to their intrinsic conformity to the design of 
Nature. Measured by this standard, agriculture, the tending 
of animals, hunting, fishing, and the like stand on a very 
different level to the vocations of the artisan, day-labourer, 
merchant, and retail dealer. Even in the First Book, how-
ever, we are told ( c. I I. I 258 b 10 ), that the practice of the 
very best of them is unworthy of a freeman 1. 'Necessary 
functions' as a whole, whether natural or otherwise, appear 
so far to be liable to objection on two grounds: (1) they 
are unfavourable to the development of virtue and stand in 
the way of higher things: (2) they are practised for the 
convenience of another. Aristotle has, however, other 
reasons for his low estimate of them. They are 'necessary' Aristotle 

(avayKa'i'ai), not 'noble' (rnl\.at). Necessary, in the first !11arks off, 
necessary 

place, because concerned with things necessary for life, from 
r h h' h 'd h' . . lf 'noble' lOr t at w ic prov1 es t mgs necessary 1s itse necessary. functions. 

1 If I am right in thus interpreting this passage. 
VOL. I. I 
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Necessary, again, as being an indispensable condition of 
' noble' action-action which is desirable for its own sake 
and not for the sake of something else (ro KaB' avro aLpm)v). 
Thus the word avayKafov is used in contradistinction to 
aLpETOV KaB' avr6, Eth. Nie. 7. 6. II47 b 24, 29: it is used in 
connexion with rovrov EVEKEV and in contrast to ov EVEKEV Kai 

[3€!1.TLov, de Part. An. 3. 10. 672 b 23, and so in Pol. 5 (8). 3. 
1338 a 13 we find some subjects of study marked off as 
' desirable for their own sake' from others which are 
described as ' necessary, and desirable for the sake of 
something else.' Thus, just as the [3avavcros is ·held to exist 
for the sake of another man, all ' necessary functions' -not 
those of the [3avavcros only-are for the sake of other forms 
of activity which are desirable for their own sake. Hence 
the frequent contrast of the necessary and the noble, which 
indeed Aristotle inherited from Plato 1, though Plato is not 
perhaps equally faithful to this distinction as a standard 
for measuring the relative excellence of various paths in 
life. 

It is not that, in Aristotle's view, these pursuits are not 
compatible with a certain type and level of virtue. They 
are, indeed, unfavourable to virtue of the higher kind 
(v7rEVaVTLoL 7rp0S apETryv, 1328 b 40), but the slave, at all events, 
must possess some of the homelier virtues (industry and 
temperance, for instance, Pol. I. 13. 1260 a 34), if he is to 
do his work well. Still the fraction of moral virtue which 
falls to the lot of the slave is not enough to give him any 
share in happiness ( Evoaiµovfo), which presupposes a certain 
complex of attributes quite beyond his reach (cp. 4 (7). 9. 
i328 b 33 sqq.). This view of happiness, if held by Plato, 
is not pressed by him to the same extent: he nowhere says 
that the third class in his Republic will not share in the 
general happiness of the State, whereas to Aristotle the 
free artisan or day-labourer seems to be still further 
removed from happiness than the slave, who shares the 

1 Cp. Plato, Rep. 493 C, Tdvay
Kma l3iKata KaAol Kat KaAa, T~V l3i 
TOU avayKaiou KaL aya8oii cp-Ucn11, OCTOll 

l3ia¢€pH Tei> ovn, µryTE iwpaKws EL'J 
µfiTE aAAI)! l3uvUTOS OE!gai, 
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society of a master able to raise him to the level of virtue 
which he is capable of attaining. 

Over against the large group of vocations concerned with 
'necessary work,' Aristotle ranges those concerned with 
•noble work.' What pursuits exactly fall under the latter 
head, we fail to learn in any detail. Politics and philosophy, 
if not practised for gain, evidently do so (Pol. I. 7. I 255 b 
36). A soldier's life does so too, though it is .abandoned to 
those \\!ho are still under the age which qualifies for offices 
of State (4 (7). 9. 1329 a 2 sqq.): it is' noble,' but it is not 
the supreme end (4 (7). 2. 1325 a 6). The management of 
a household, also, ranks as ' noble work,' though there are 
perhaps relations in life higher than the relation to wife 
or child, just as the care of wife or child is a higher thing 
than the care of slaves, which again is higher than the care 
of property (r. 13· 1259 b i8). The duties of a guardian or 
of an executor would rank, probably, with those of a house
holder. The cases of the poet, historian, and biographer, and 
generally of the writer, seem to escape consideration ; but 
Aristotle can hardly intend an unfavourable judgment. 
Comedy, however, stands at a far lower level than tragedy 
or epic poetry; to witness a tragedy or to listen to music 
is a noble use of leisure (oiaywy~). The composition of 
music and even the writing of a tragedy are tasks which 
would hardly fall within the province of a true citizen, if 
done for pay. Instruction in ' noble work,' not rendered for 
pay, appears to rank among the chief duties of the father 
and the citizen. The work of the professional sculptor, 
painter, architect, musician, or physician, if done for pay, 
would probably be accounted unworthy of the citizen ; 
indeed, the acquisition of skill of this kind, apart altogether 
from the terms of its exercise, would entail a closeness of 
application unbefitting a freeman (5 (8). 2. 1337 b 15 sqq.). 

Aristotle's first step, then, was to distinguish necessary Necessary 

f bl k H . . . h · th b t and noble ram no e war . 1s next was to ms1st t at, m e es functionsto 

State at all events, they must be placed in different hands. ~e ~laced 
. . I m different 

Necessary funct10ns must not be assigned to natures capab e hands. 

I 2 
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II6 NECESSARY AND NOBLE FUNCTIONS 

of noble functions, nor must the latter be assigned to 
natures only capable of the former. 

It is easy to see why the higher functions should not 
be entrusted to the lower natures 1, but why should not 
necessary functions be shared in by those capable of noble 
ones? If this arrangement were adopted, the State would 
not need the presence of lower natures within its borders, 
while the higher need only be called on to give up a part 
of their time to necessary work. The reasons which weigh 
with Aristotle seem to be that-

I. The principle of entrusting one function only to one 
agent (~v 7rpos Ev) should be observed, except where the 
functions are such as can be discharged without reciprocal 
embarrassment, which does not hold of necessary and noble 
functions. 

2. Happiness does not lie wholly in the motive: a man 
is not happy, if he does necessary work even from the 
highest motive (roil Kail.oil EVEKa): happiness lies partly in 
motive, partly in the character of the action, which must 
itself belong to the class of noble actions ( 7rpatELs atperal 
Ka8' avras). It may be said that if eating, drinking, and 
sleeping are necessary functions, it is not possible alto
gether to release the higher natures from functions of 
this kind, but this is not present to Aristotle's mind. 
Aristotle defined happiness not as a habit (Etis ), like Plato 
and the Platonists 2, but as an activity ( JvipyELa or XP1i<ns, 
Pol. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 9), and the more he insisted on this, 
the more important the subject-matter of the activity 
became. A life spent even in the distribution of 'things 
good under special circumstances' (ra f.t v7To8Ea-ews Kail.a)-

1 On the principle expressed in 
de Part. An. 4. 10. 687 a io, ~ cf>va1s 
dfl l!1av/1m, Ka8cirrep avBpwrros <f>povi
/LDS, EKQU"TOV r<;l l!vvaµEV<:> xpTjaBai. 
The same illustration from avA.oi 
is used in this passage as in the 
discussion on the distribution of 
power in the State, Pol. 3. 12. 
1282 b 31 sq. 

2 Cp. Clem. Strom. 418 D (quo
ted by Zeller, Plato, E. T. p. 579, 

Il. 62) ; ~'ll"EVU"l'll"'ll"OS T~V eulJmµoviav 
cf>'laLv £g1v etvai reA.eiav lv rols 
Karll <f>V<rtv fxovcnv· ~ E~iv dya8Wv. 
Contrast the emphatic statement 
(Pol. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 7): cf>aµev 
lie Kat iv rols ry81Kols, eZ n Twv A.oywv 
EKElVWV ocf>•Aos, lvdpynav dva1 (sc. 
T~V evlJat/LOVLaV) KUL xpryatV apETTjS 
~EA~i~v, 1<_al TUVT1JV ovK lg V7ro8/aews 
aA.A. a7l'Au;s. 
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in the infliction, for instance, of just punishment beneficial 
to the offender-would not be a life of full happiness 
(4 (7). 13. 1332 a IO sqq.); much less would a life spent 
in necessary work be so. 

3. Even Plato, though he held that in the hands of the 
best men retail trade would assume a new aspect, and be 
recognized as a work of charity and beneficence, shrank 
from the idea of allowing them to meddle with such 
work 1 ; and Aristotle holds that most functions of a neces
sary kind are per se enfeebling in their effect on the charac
ter. Even the learning of some arts, not in themselves 
unbefitting freemen, to the full professional limit of ex
actness made a man f3avav<To!> in Aristotle's opinion. 

4. That which is appropriate (ro nplnov) is always kept 
in view in the Politics (e.g. Pol. 5 (8). 7. 1342 b 33); and 
it would be a solecism to give any share in the lower 
functions to the higher natures. 

It follows that a separate class or classes must exist in the 
State devoted to the discharge of the lower functions, and 
that the human beings employed for this purpose must be 
capable of nothing higher-otherwise there will be an 
infraction of justice, both wrong in itself and fatal to the 
harmony of the State. Aristotle does not appear to point 
out, in what we have of the Politics, the measures by which 
he proposes to secure that natures shall not be pronounced 
to be fit only for necessary work, which better rearing or 
training, or more favourable circumstances might possibly 
raise to the higher level. He seems also hardly conscious 
of the sadness of the view that the existence in adequate 
numbers of natures fit only for the lower functions is 
essential to the realization of the highest type of human 
society. If all men were capable of becoming men of full 
excellence ( crnovoa'i:oi an Aw!>), the ' best State' could not 
exist. The attainment by the higher natures of their true 
level has its accompanying shadow; it involves and implies 
the existence of lower natures who must remain beneath 

1 Laws 918 D, S µfi7roTf ylyvoLTo oUJ' foTat. 
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II8 THE CLASSES CONCERNED 

them. The State at its best breaks society into two 

sharply contrasted grades - those who can live for the 

highest ends and those who cannot ; the parting of the 
one from the other is the first and most indispensable 

,step towards its realization. It is of course true that the 
lower grade would, ex hypotltesi, gain nothing by being 

called to the discharge of noble functions, and that it rises 

to a higher level of virtue and pleasure, when linked to the 

higher grade, than it could otherwise achieve. 
Position in The relation of the classes discharging necessary functions 

:~~i;1;:~e to those discharging noble functions, as will readily be fore
by Aris- seen, can only be a dependent one. The latter fulfil the end 
totle to the 
classes of the State ; they consequently are the State. The former 
concerned exist within the State, because othenvise the latter could 
with ne-
cessary not exist ; their existence is an unwelcome necessity. \Vhat 
functions. numerical proportion these classes are to bear to the classes 

which form the State, we do not distinctly learn ; but no 
more of them must find a place i_n the State than is necessary 

for the purposes of the higher grade. Those of them who 

are slaves must be recruited from populations submissive 

enough to accept a dependent position without giving 
trouble. It may be asked why all are not made slaves, 

public or private. The answer is twofold. The slave by 

nature is conceived as one whose intelligence is of the lowest 

type and whose value lies in his thews and sinews, whereas 
the merchant or the artisan needs intellectual qualifications 

of a higher kind. The slave is also viewed, especially in the 

chapters where the naturalness of slavery is discussed, as in 
the main an instrument of the household 1, whereas the 

artisan or the merchant could hardly be treated as an 
appendage of the household. 

The position of the classes concerned \\·ith necessary work, 

except indeed the slaves, seems to be but little studied in 
1 Though Aristotle provides for 

the existence of public slaves in 
his best State (4 (7). IO. l33oa 
30: cp. 2. 7. 1267 b 16), and in-

, eludes in his definition of wealth 
xp11µara XP~Crtµa fl~ KOLVWViav 71"0-
AfW~, l. 8. l 2 56 b 29, he, at first at 

all events, treats the slave as an 
animate instrument of the house
hold and the chattel of a lJECrnoTTJ~ 
(1. 3. 1253 b l sqq.). Aristotle re
fuses to follow Phaleas in making 
the nx/irnt public slaves (2. 7. 
I 267 b 13 sqq.). 
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WITH NECESSARY FUNCTIONS. 119 

what we possess of the Politics. We hear nothing of any 
provision for their education. In the picture of household 
life which is given us, the householder is conceived as 
belonging to the superior grade to which alone citizenship 
is accorded. No non-citizen is to own land in the best 
State. Not only are the classes in question excluded from 
office and from membership of the assembly and the 
dicasteries, but they are assigned a separate market-place, 
distinct from that of the citizens, while those of them who 
are merchants reside at the port. Unlike the slaves, who 
are brought within the household and consequently within 
the range of the ideal householder's influence, they are 
apparently abandoned to the deteriorating influences of 
necessary work without any counteracting safeguard. 

Aristotle regards the State at its best as an union of men Remarks 

who are heart and soul purposed and qualified to live the ~~tl~~i~iew 
highest life, and whose co-operation rests, not on force or and ~he 
r b h f · d · d' . Th cons1dera-1ear, ut on t at temper o mm as its con it10n. e tionswhich 

State is not fully a State whose members do right with any led hin: to 
. . adopt 1t. 

after-thought or secondary aim ; they must love virtue and 
practise it for its own sake, not for the sake of the external 
goods it brings. It is useless and wrong to admit those to 
membership who cannot fulfil these conditions, and this 
is the case with those whose initial unfitness is increased 
by the practice of the lower kind of work. They cannot 
share in the common aim of living the highest !if e, or in 
the capacity for common action of the highest kind, both 
of which the best State presupposes. Not only, indeed, 
are they not to share in ruling, but the State is not to 
be ruled in their interest, except so far as this cannot be 
neglected without injury to the citizens 1. 

Aristotle's conception of happiness and his conception of 
1 The common advantage (To 

Koivfi uvµ.¢€pov) which, a State 
should study is the common ad
vantage of the citizens ( cp. 3. r 3. 
I 28 3 b 40, TO 8' opBov ATJ1TTfalJ !uws· 
TO 8' LUW> opBov 7rpO> TO Tij> 7T'OA£W> 
OATJ> uvµ.¢€pov 1rnl 7rpo> TO Kowov To 

Truv TroAtTruv), and that of other 
classes, only so far as their advan
tage is bound up with that of the 
citizens (3. 6. 1278 b 32 sqq.). This 
is here said expressly of the slave ; 
whether it holds also of the nxvl
TTJ>, e~,, etc., we are not told. 
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Kowwv{a forced him to find in the classes which live for noble 
work the sole sharers in the true life of the State : what 
then could he say but that these were the State, and that 
if the Statesman is to rule for the benefit of the State, he 
must rule for their benefit? It must, however, be borne in 
mind that this holds good only of the best constitution ; it 
is only where the citizens are men of full human excellence 
( <T7rovoa'ioi c:'mAws'), and actually living the highest human 
life, that the doctrine applies. If the Few' inherit the earth,' 
the Few, it must be remembered, are to live an arduous life 
of moral and intellectual greatness, toilsome though happy. 
Not a life of self-sacrifice for the sake of others, like that of 
Plato's guardians, for they live for themselves, and no other 
life would be so full for them of happiness and pleasure; 
nor an ascetic life, for besides the happiness and pleasure 
of the highest life, they are to possess its due external con
ditions and to share in the occasional recreation and relaxa
tion which human nature demands ; but a life making great 
demands on human energy, self-mastery, and intellect. 
Would the supply of the material necessities of men living 
a life of this kind be indeed a vocation unworthy of the 
lower natures ? Is it an unsatisfactory destiny for such 
natures to be caught into the train of some heroic character 
and to be raised by his aid to the highest level attainable 
by them 1 ? Perhaps not: but we feel that their subordinate 
position in the State should be the result of their original 
inferiority rather than of their participation in necessary 
functions. It is one thing, too, to follow the lead of a heroic 
class as freemen, though subordinate, and quite another to 
accept a relation of absolute dependence and even slavery. 
It is, besides, true that Aristotle provides no means for 
making the most that can be made of these classes, or 
indeed of any individuals belonging to them who are equal 
to higher things ; so far as we can judge from what remains 

1 'I can see my dear father's 
life in some measure as the sunk 
pillar on which mine was to rise 
and be built,' says Carlyle in his 

Reminiscences (r. 65); and Aris
totle designs the life of these 
subordinated classes to serve a 
somewhat similar purpose. 
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ON ARISTOTLE'S VIEW. IZI 

to us of the Politics, he drops the arrangements which 
Plato had devised for the purpose of raising those who 
deserve it to a higher place in the State, and removing 
to a lower place natures ill-adapted to the higher. 

The contrast of necessary and noble work is too sharply 
drawn by Aristotle: it is, besides, incorrectly drawn; and 
the effect of men's vocation on their character is also over
rated. What a man is, cannot always be measured by the 
social functions which he is fit to discharge. To exclude 
the hardy peasant from the military service of the State was 
surely a mistake; and it can hardly have been necessary to 
forbid his access to all official functions, however humble. 
Aristotle will not allow him even to be a 'Warden of the 
Woods' (vA.wp6s). His best State reminds us of Menander's 
lines: 

~nurr<p TWll xopwll 
o-U ?TllVTE~ ~aovu'' dAA' acp(l)VOL avo TLVE~ 
-lo. ,... I I ~I 

17 rpELs rrap<ur17Kaut rra11roo11 <uxaro£ 
ELS TOii dpdJµ.Ov· Kat rovB' oµo{oos 7r6'S £xE£· 
xwpall KaTEXOV<Tt, (wut a• ots £uni/ {j{o~ 1• 

The individuals excluded by Aristotle, indeed, are not idle, 
or, in his view, cumberers of the ground, but essential con
ditions of the existence of the State. 

Modern inquirers, while still drawing a distinction between 
the one class of vocations and the other, draw it in a less 
unqualified way. Thus to Hegel the activities which fall 
under the head of 'social life' (Gesellschaft) are marked 
off from those of political life by their primary aim being 
private, if their result is the general advantage. In industry 
or trade the individual acts for his own interest, and if at 
the same moment he in effect acts for the general advan
tage, this is no part of his aim 2- In this sphere the Whole 
and its interest asserts itself as a Necessity or Compelling 
Force. Yet it does assert itself. For with the development 
of trade and industry comes the Division of Labour, which 

1 Menand. 'Err{K'A17pos, Fr. I (p. 
i7, ed. Didot). 

2 Compare Mr. Herbert Spen
cer's contrast between industrial 

and governmental organization 
(Fortnightly Review, Dec. I. x88o, 
p. 683). 
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while it facilitates supply and increases skill, also binds men 
closer to their fellows and makes each individual more de
pendent on the rest. Classes spring up, which gather men 
into large unities based on similarity of vocation, and im
press on them the interest of the Whole. From this point of 
view the supposed antagonism of trade and industry to the 
higher life is softened down. These vocations present them
selves rather as a not uncongenial preparatory stage. Our 
common life in the State ceases to seem marred and spoilt 
by the unwelcome participation of classes, alien in function 
to the general purpose of the State, but yet indispensable 
to its existence. The State comes to present the aspect of 
a self-consistent unity ; its higher and lower elements no 
longer stand to each other in a relation of strong antithesis; 
one end and purpose is supreme throughout the whole. The 
bisected State of Aristotle is replaced by a 'city at unity 
with itself.' 

It was not, however, entirely by considerations special 
to the 1/'oAmKY, lm<rr~JL'Y/ that Aristotle was led to his 
conception of the true social structure of the perfect 
State. More passages than one in the Politics imply that 
the phenomena of the State do but repeat the phenomena 
of the whole class of things to which the State belongs. 
If we find in the State the contrast of ruler and ruled, 
it is in part because this contrast is a constant pheno
menon in every Whole composed of a plurality of members, 
whether continuous or discrete (I. 5. l 254 a 28 sq.). So 
again, the State belongs to the class of 'natural compounds' 
(ra Kara <f>'6<rw <rvvE<rrwra, 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 21),andAristotle's 
study of this class of things prepared him to find a decided 
inequality to be the law of the State. Not only in the 
State, but in all natural compounds, the Whole is depend· 
ent for its existence on things which nevertheless are nq 
part of it, and which stand to it in the relation of means 
to end. Thus, a house (for Aristotle takes his example 
from an object which does not strictly belong to the class 
of natural compounds) cannot exist without a builder and 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



ON ARISTOTLE'S VIEW. 

instruments of building ; yet these are no part of the 
house. And so the State cannot exist without property, 
and property is both animate and inanimate; yet even 
animate property is not a part of the State. In an animal, 
again (de Gen. An. 2. 6. 742 a 28 sqq.), we can distinguish 
three things : ( 1) the Whole (To oA.ov ), which is here con
ceived as the end or ov EVEKa: (2) the moving and gene
rating principle, which is both part of the end, being a 
part of the \Vhole, and also a means to the existence of 
the Whole (or the attainment of the end): (3) 'parts which 
are useful to the Whole as instruments for certain pur
poses' (Ta opyaviKa TOVTOLS J.dpri 7rpos Evlas XP~<rm ). So in 
the human body (742 b 16 sqq.), 'the lower half exists 
for the sake of the upper half, and is neither a part of 
the End nor its generating source.' It is for the sake of 
the flesh that all the other homogeneous parts of an 
animal (bone, skin, sinew, bloodvessels, hair, etc.) exist (de 
Part. An. 2. 8. 653 b 30 sqq.). In any object into which 
Matter enters there is 'the fashioning element' (TO oryµiovp

yovv), and there is Matter (de Gen. An. I. 18. 72.) b 29: 
2. 4. 7 38 b 20 ). In the soul as in everything else there 
are two contrasted parts-the 'passive reason' (vovs 7Taeri

TLKOs), answering to Matter, and the 'creative reason' (vovs 

TroirynKos, 6 mivra 7Toiwv, de An. 3. 5. 430 a 10 sqq.). This 
duality runs through the entire universe of things (430 a 
10). In an egg no less than in an animal or a State, 
two contrasted parts can be discerned - 'that which is 
the principle of growth' (oew ~ apx~), and 'that which 
supplies nutriment' (oBEv ~ Tpo<f>~, de Gen. An. 3. I. 751 b 
22). The same thing appears in a beehive (de Gen. An. 
3. JO. 760 b 7 sqq., EV 0€ Kat To Tovs [3arriAEtS wrr7rEp 7Trnoiri

µlvovs E7TL TIKVW<TW ~<TW µlvHv, a<f>ELµlvovs TWV avayrnlwv 
~ , , e S:::' ,, ~ , ' J. , Epywv, Kai JJ.EYE OS uE EXEW, W<T7TEp E7TL TEKV07TOLWV <TV<TTaVTOS 

,... I ' ,.... ' ,,./...,... ' \ tf ' 'S:' " Tov <TwµaTos avTwv· Tovs TE KrJ't'T/vas apyovs aT ovuEV EXOVTas 

07TAOV 7rpos TO oiaµaxE<TBai 7l'Ept T~S Tpo<f>~s Kat oia T~V f3pa-
~ ~ ' ~ ' < ~' '' 

/ 
' ' 8' E' LV uVTTJTa TTJV TOV <TwµaTos· ai uE }J-El\.LTTai JJ.E<Tai TO p.EyE OS L<T 

' A. ~ ( ' ' " ' ' ' ' ) ' ' dnoEs ·aµ'+'ow XPTJ<Tiµoi yap OVTW 7Tpos TTJV Epya<Tiav , Kai EPY , 

ws Kal TIKva Tpl<f>ovrrai Kat 7radpas). Steps and gradations 
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POSITION OF WOMEN. 

within the State reflect the universal tendency to order 
(r&.[is) in things which conform to Nature (de Gen. An. 3. 
IO. 760 a 31). 

To Aristotle the study of nature meant the discrimi
nation between the Conditionally Necessary and the Good 
-between the operation of the :'.\1aterial and the operation 
of the Final Cause. To distinguish what is necessary from 
what is noble-to mark off, for instance, the rule of a 
master over slaves from the rule of a citizen over his 
fellow-citizens, or of a king over his subjects-was as 
incumbent on the statesman as on the philosopher. If the 
State is not to exalt means into ends, it must know what 
vocations are necessary and what are noble. 

Exclusion The exclusion of women (and of course children) from 
of women 
from poli- political functions in the best State, unlike that of the 
t!cal ~unch- classes concerned with necessary work, is taken for granted 
tions mt e 
best State by Aristotle without discussion, notwithstanding that Plato 
t~:~~e~.r had come to a different conclusion with respect to women. 
g His silence on the subject is the more noticeable, inasmuch 

as he argues at length against Plato's abrogation (in the 
Republic) of the household and several property. The true 
place for women is tacitly taken to be the household, ,,·here 
indeed their service is indispensable ( 2. 5. r 264 b I). Women 
possess the faculty of moral deliberation, but in a form in 
which it is not always capable of making itself obeyed 1 ; 

it is therefore in subordinate co-operation with the ideal 
head of the household, that the female character best 
realizes the type of virtue which belongs to it (r. 13. 1260 a 
20 sq.). This being the view of Aristotle, we might have 
expected that in his argument against Plato in defence 
of the household (Pol. 2. 1-4), the interest of women in 
its preservation and the loss they would incur through its 
abolition would be more conspicuously noticed. They are 
probably included among those who would be less cared 
for in the absence of the institution ( 2. 3. 126 I b 33), but 
no express reference is made to their interest in its main-

1Pol.I.13. 126oa 13,TO liE erixv EX€L /J.EP [n) .8ovA.wnKoJJ], dAA.' aKvpoP. 
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tenance. The exclusion of women from citizenship in the 
best State follows necessarily from the hypothesis that in 
it all citizens will be possessed of full virtue and happiness. 
Women have their share of virtue and enjoyment, but they 
are not held to possess the full virtue of a good man, which 
is required of all citizens there, nor consequently happiness 
( Evoaiµovfo ). 

If we ask to whom, if not to citizens, necessary functions The • eco

are to be assigned, the answer is that a separate popula- nomic su~-
structure 

tion, distinct from that which we sought at starting from of Aristo-

N d F ( 8 ) h . l tie's State ature an ortune p. 9 to serve as t e raw matena to be 

of the State, must be called in for the discharge of these largely 

f . Th 1 . f h 'l ·11 . h b 1 formed of unctions. e cu tivators o t e sot WI e1t er e s aves, non-Bel-

and consequently men of that low degree of intelligence len_ic
1
ma-

tena s. 
which slavery, as Aristotle conceives it, presupposes, or 
else a dependent class non-Hellenic by extraction and not 
dissimilar from slaves (4 (7). IO. 1330 a 25 sqq.). The same 
class will serve as oarsmen in the triremes of the State (4 (7). 
6. I 327 b I 1 sqq.). There will thus be a considerable non
Hellenic element in the best State of Aristotle; its 'econo-
mic substructure,' if so we may term it, will be formed to 
a large extent of non-Hellenic materials. In this Aristotle 
departs, no doubt designedly, from Lacedaemonian prece
dents, for the subordinate working and trading populations 
of the Lacedaemonian State were Hellenic. The model he 
follows seems to be rather that of the more commercial 
States of Greece, the lower places in whose social systems 
were filled with aliens and imported slaves. Here the de
pendent classes were more under control and less formid-
able, and the infraction of justice was less 1. An interchange 
of population had long been going forward on the coasts of 
the Aegean and the Euxine, resulting in the introduction 
of a non-Hellenic element within Hellenic communities for 
purposes of trade and labour, while Hellenes settled in the 

1 Cp. Levit. 25. 44: 'Both thy 
bondmen and thy bondmaids 
which thou shalt have shall be of 

the heathen that are round about 
you ; of them shall ye buy bond
men and bondmaids.' 
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wild regions round about Greece, and implanted the first 
germs of civilization 1• The scheme of Aristotle's best 
State involves a similar division of functions between the 
Hellene and the non-Hellene, though the alien element 
in it would be far more carefully controlled, kept apart, and 
limited in amount. 

We see that the lower section of society-which in 
modern States includes perhaps four-fifths of the total 
population, though its relative numbers would no doubt 
be far less in the best State of Aristotle-is to form in 
extraction and character the strongest possible contrast 
to the upper section. It is designed to be submissive and 
serviceable; its vocation is to obey, rather than to co
operate with its superiors. Aristotle has apparently for
gotten how often war, or disease, or famine made great 
gaps in the ranks of the citizens of Greek States, which 
could only be filled by drafts from the dependent classes, 
free or slave, for certainly the lower section of his State 
would be quite unsuited to recruit the ranks of the higher. 

Jt is not, Aristotle's commission of 'necessary work' 2 to a class 
however, h d · h 1 fi · enough to t us constitute 1s, owever, on y a rst step to a purgat10n 
sever the of the commercial and industrial life of the State. The 
citizens of S . f S 1 3 h' h h d d d · S · the State c1ence o upp y , w 1c a egenerate mto a c1ence 
from neckes- of Profit, must be recalled to a sense of its true limits and 
sary wor : 

1 Thus the low estimate of 
trade and industry, which pre
vailed among Greeks and Romans, 
helped in some degree to mingle 
races which might otherwise have 
held apart. Nothing would pro
bably strike a modern obser\'er 
more, if he could be transported 
to the streets of ancient Athens 
or to those of any other Greek 
city where resident aliens and im
ported slaves were numerous, than 
the magnitude of the Oriental and 
barbarian element ot its popula
tion. In many parts of the Pelo
ponnese, no doubt, the case was 
very different. Observe Aristotle's 
acceptance of this state of things as 

a matter of course (4 (7).4. 1326a 
I 8, dvayKalov yap iv rals r.0'11.rnw 
i'.a-ws iir.apx"v Kat l3ou'1...wv dpiBµov 
'TiOAAwv Kai µ•TOLKWV Kat g.rvwv ). 

2 Aristotle, \Ye note, includes 
the work of the uxviTT}s and BT,s 
under the term dvayKalm r.pag"s, 
though not under the sound form 
of XP"f/Jl-UTt<TTIKry. 'AvayKalos, how
ever, as thus used, is little more 
than a negative of KaADs. 

3 I use the term ' Science' in 
relation both to :x.p•1µana-nKry and 
to ol1rnvoµ<Kry, but the former is 
probably in strictness an Art or 
Productive Science, the latter a 
Practical Science, like r.oAmKr,. 
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methods: measures must be taken to ensure that the lower the Science 

social activities shall not overgrow and stifle the higher, 0
( f Supply 
XPT}µa-

and to still the unquiet and inventive spirit of gain, which riunt<fi) 
. f . . f h d f h l"f must be springs rom a m1sconcephon o t e en o uman 1 e. purged.and 

Aristotle's wish is that as little •necessary activity' as pos- recalled to 
. a sense of 

s1ble, and as much 'noble activity' as possible, shall find its true 

a place in his State. It is one of the functions of the limihts dand 
met o s: 

Science of Household Management ( olKovoµta or olKovoµiK~) it must be 
a h" b · · I h S . marked off to euect t 1s y exercising a contro over t e c1ence from the 

of Supply. The household must be placed under the Science of 
. Household 

authority of a head who knows that the quest of com- Manage-

modities should be kept within the limits which the in- ment ,C)01
"

0a-
voµiKTJ an 

terests of virtue and happiness (ro EV (~v) impose. placed 

H · h" 1 · b I d" · f h under its e arnves at t ts cone us10n y a ong 1scuss10n o t e control. 

question, .how the Science of Supply (xp17µarnrnK~) stands 
to the Science of Household Management ( 1. 3. 1 253 b 12 : 
8. 1256 a l sqq.)-a question, at first sight, of purely 
scientific interest, but which is made the starting-point 
of a sweeping social reform. Some had held the Science 
of Supply to be the main element in Household Science 
(i. 3. 1253 b 13), while others had gone so far as to identify 
the two (1253 b 12), thus merging the head of the house-
hold in the provider of commodities. Who these were who 
went so far as to forget the husband and parent in the 
bread-winner, we do not know. 

Aristotle, on the other hand, feels bound to ask whether 
the Science of Supply is a part of Household Science at all. 
He had, indeed, incidentally taken this for granted in an 
early chapter of the Politics (I. 3. I 253 b 12 ), but later on 
( 1. 8. I 256 a 3 sq.), he seems inclined to recede from this 
hasty admission, for he suggests the question whether, after 
all, the former is not merely auxiliary (vn17p<nK~) to the 
latter. He asks, further, whether it is not the business of 
Household Science to use rather than to acquire. If this is 
so, it cannot be identical with the Science of Supply, whose 
object is to acquire; and we may doubt whether the latter 
science is not too distinct from the former to be even a part_ 
of it. 
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Aristotle's The first thing, however is to ask what the Science of 
theory of • ' 
the Science Supply 1s. Its business is to 'consider whence property 
?tf Suppdly: may be acquired.' But then there are more kinds than one 
1 s soun 
and of property. One of them is food : is agriculture, then, or 
unsound h . d . h h . . . f f d forms. any ot er science connecte wit t e acqms1tlon o oo , 

a part of the Science of Supply? Aristotle reviews the 
various modes of acquiring food-the pastoral, that of 
hunting, and that of agriculture-and the combinations of 
them to which men resort. These methods of acquiring 
food, he continues, have recourse for the purpose of sus
tenance to objects designed by nature to be so used
designed for the purpose just as much as milk is designed 
for the sustenance of the newborn animal, or as other 
provisions of a similar nature are designed to serve the 
same end. Plants and animals are to the adult \\'.hat milk 
is to the infant-the provision of Nature for his support. 
We know them to be so designed, for otherwise they would 
exist for no purpose whatever (µ.ar71v, 1256 b ::n ), and this is 
never the case with products of Nature. Nature has made 
plants for the use of animals, and the lower animals for 
the use of man, not merely indeed as food, but also to 
supply him with raiment and other commodities. \Ve may 
even go farther and say that not only the capture of ani
mals by hunting, but also the capture of men who, though 
designed by nature for slavery, are unwilling to be slaves, 
is a natural mode of acquiring commodities, and that 
consequently war, the means by which this is effected, falls, 
in one of its forms, within the natural form of the Science 
of Supply. But plants and animals cannot exist except 
on, or in, earth and water (r. IO. 1258 a 23); therefore 
Nature must provide earth and water, and from these man 
must obtain the commodities he needs 1• Here Aristotle 
falls back on the teaching of Socrates, as recorded by 
Xenophon (Mem. + 3. 5-6) 2

• 

1 Aristotle seems to forget that 
slaves, though Krl)µaTU, can hardly 
be said to be obtained from earth 
and water. 

2 Dicaearchus, the pupil of Aris-

totle, seems in his sketch of the 
development of human society to 
have gone back, like Plato (Polit. 
271 C sqq.), to an' age of Cronus,' 
' quum viverent homines ex illis 
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One form of the Science of Supply, then, is naturally a 
part 1 of the Science of Household Management, for either 
it must exist, or the latter Science must itself provide that 
commodities shall be forthcoming necessary for life and 
useful for human society in household and State. Com
modities of this nature constitute true wealth, for this kind 
of wealth is not open to the charge which has been pre
ferred against wealth, that it does not belong to the class of 
'things subject to a limit' (Ta nrnEparrµ,f.va). 

There is, however, another form of the Science of Supply, 
which is not natural. It arises thus :-Every article of 
property may be employed in one or other of two ways; 
it may be used or it may be exchanged. Both uses are 
natural. Exchange is perfectly natural, so far as it is used 
for the supply of the wants of the two parties to the 
exchange. The articles exchanged must, however, be used 
by the parties, or be intended to be used by them. This 
seems to be implied in Aristotle's language, and his 
principle evidently excludes an intermediary who buys to 
sell again. A perfectly legitimate step was taken when 
money was invented to facilitate exchange between distant 
or comparatively distant parties. It was, however, the 
invention of money-a commodity which invited by its 

rebus quae inviolata ultra ferret 
terra.' This mode of existence 
was to him alone ' natural,' the 
pastoral life coming next in order 
of time and marking a decline, 
inasmuch as it brought with it 
the slaughter of animals for food, 
and also war : last of all, men 
took to agriculture (Dicaearch. 
Fragm. r-s : Mi.iller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 
2. 230 sqq.). To Aristotle, on the 
contrary, the earliest age of the 
world is an age of Cyclopes, not 
an age of Cronus, and the pastoral 
and agricultural modes of life are 
equally natural. He would pro
bably agree that the pastoral life 
is historically prior to the agricul
tural (cp. Pol. 4 (7). ro. 1329 b 14, 
if this passage is from Aristotle's 
pen : the life of the Cyclopes is 

VOL. I. K 

also represented by Homer as 
pastoral). 

\Ve see that Dicaearchus, like 
Theophrastus, had come to enter
tain objections to the slaughter of 
harmless animals for food which 
are quite strange to Aristotle (see 
as to Theophrastus, Bernays, 
Theophrastos iiber Frommigkeit). 

Some Indian races were be
lieved by Herodotus to subsist 
after a fashion which even Dicae
archus would admit to be natural 
(Hdt. 3· 100). 
' 1 Later on, this conclusion turns 
out to be only provisional, for we 
are taught to regard even the 
sound form of the Science of Sup
ply as in strictness rather subsi
diary to, than a part of, Household 
Science. 
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compactness its own indefinite increase, that carried ex
change beyond the natural function of its earlier days-the 
provision for man's needs-and developed the other form 
of the Science of Supply, the mercantile form (ro Ka11"7JAiK6v). 

This form errs in two ways : (I) it wins produce, not from 
earth and water, but from the process of exchange, or in 
other words, from fellow-men (a7r' aA.A~A.wv): (2) its aim is 
not the supply of men's needs, but the acquisition of an 
indefinite amount of money; consequent!)'.', wealth loses for 
it the limited character which makes it natural. In fact, its 
procedure, if we analyse this still further, betrays a wrong 
conception of the end of life, which it conceives either as 
the mere preservation of existence ( ro (f]v ), or if as good 
life, good life in the mistaken sense of bodily enjoyment1

• 

This is the form assumed by the Science of Supply, when 
it is abandoned to itself and not controlled by Household 
Science, which knows the true end of life and should 
impress it on the Science of Supply. 

Aristotle apparently objects not merely to commercial 
dealing conducted with a view to unlimited gain, but to all 
commercial dealing in which the parties do not come 
together in order to provide themselves with articles for 
their own use. His principle might, indeed, be construed 
to involve an objection to commercial dealing in \\"hich the 
parties seek to provide themselves with articles not really 
necessary to life or to good life ; but into this further ques
tion he does not go. The use of things for purposes for 
which nature did not intend them-the error as to the end 
of life which makes the indefinite heaping up of money an 
object of desire: these are the main grounds on which 

1 Aristotle finds it hard to un
derstand the XP'1J.LanrrnKo> {3ios 
(cp. Eth. Nie. I. 3. 1096 a 5): and 
Plutarch speaks in the same way, 
Vita Catonis Censoris, c. 18, ovrws o 
TOV 7rAOVT01! (ij"Aos ovO•llt mlefl cpv
ULK<i' uvv17µ.p,i11os EK Tij> O)(Awoous 
Kat Bvpaiov li0~17> f7rf!U00LO> lunv. 
Obviously a desire for unlimited 
gain may exist where there is 

neither any irrational anxiety as 
to subsistence nor any craving 
for sensual pleasure. Plato has 
a good passage (Rep. 330 C) on 
the love of money in men who have 
not inherited but acquired wealth. 
They love it not only for its use
fulness, but also as a man loves 
his child-as being their own cre
ation. 
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he censures the unsound form of the Science of Supply. 
The first objection applies especially to usury; for it 
is even more unnatural to make the barren metal breed 
money, than to win it from the process of exchange. 
Aristotle, it should be added, is conscious that other 
social functions besides that of exchange may be exercised 
with a view to unlimited gain-those, for example, of the 
general or the physician (i. 9. 1258 a 8 sqq.). The same 
thing might of course be said of agriculture. 

He misinterprets the work of the intermediary between 
producers who purchases, not because he needs the thing 
for his own consumption or use, but in order to resell, and 
whose profit is in reality payment for a social service, not 
something filched from his neighbour 1• It may well be 
true that there are elements in the organization of commerce 
and modes of commercial operation which represent no 
social service 2 ; it might also be a gain to the world if com
merce were confined within the limits which considerations 
of good life impose; but as to this Aristotle does not 
observe that some States may with advantage to them
selves and to other States extend their production and 
exchange of products beyond the limit of their own needs, 
or, in other words, may trade and manufacture for other 
communities which are less favourably situated for carrying 
on trade and manufactures 3 • 

His principle that land and water are the true sources of 
wealth leads him a step further in c. I I 4, where he ranges 
among unsound sources of Supply labour rendered for 

1 Plato had, as we have seen, 
construed the social function of 
Karr71A.Eia in a truer way (Laws 918 
B-E). 

2 E.g. the practice of'cornering,' 
which 'consists in buying up so 
much of a commodity as gives 
the buyers command over the 
market for that particular com
modity' ( Tz'mes, June 26, 1883). 
Aristotle seems to regard Ka7r'JALKry 
XPT/JJ.aTUJ"TLKh as being little else 
than systematic cornering. 

3 He, in fact, forbids his best 
State to trade for others (4 (7). 6. 
1327 a 27, a{JTij yap lµrrop1Kh11, dt..A.' 
OU TOLf aAAOLf, a,;: EtllaL Tryv m5A.iv). 

4 In this chapter also he places 
the cutting of tim berand quarrying 
or mining in a class apart as par
taking both of the natural and the 
unnatural Science of Supply
which is strang~, as he recognizes 
the use of Nature's products not 
only for food, but for other ser
vices to man. 

K2 
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wages (µw-BapvCa)-in other words, the acquisition of 
money through placing at the service of others for pay 
(i.e. exchanging) bodily or mental aptitudes. It is not 
easy to see why a man should not be allowed to exchange 
his labour, jus~ as much as the produce of his vines, for 
any commodities he requires, even on Aristotle's own 
principle (o<J'OV yap LKavov avrn'Ls, avayKafov ~v 1l"OlEL<J'8at T~V 

aA.A.ay~v, I. 9· I 257 a I 8). There need not be in 'labouring 
for hire' any such desire for an indefinite amount of coin as 
Aristotle connects with the unsound form of the Science of 
Supply. In the Ninth Book of the Nicomachean Ethics 
(9. I. II64 a 22 sqq.) the receipt of money from pupils 
appears to be contemplated and not objected to 1. In the 
Fourth (the old Seventh) Book of the Politics (4 (7). 8.1328b 
20 sq.: cp. 9. 1329 a 35) artisans and day-labourers (who 
are said to practise 'working for hire,' 1. I I. I 258 b 25) 
are held to be necessary to the State. He seems to have 
been lured back for the moment in the First Book of 
the Politics to an old doctrine of Socrates, which Plato 
had also accepted, though only in a cursory way and with 
a slight modification 2. Aristotle, we must remember, has 

1 Compare the doctrine of the 
Epicurean Philodemus as to the 
best source of Kr71ni<ry (Philodem. 
de Virtutibus et Vitiis, lib. ix. : 
see Schomann, Opusc. 3. 240, 
whose completion of the text is 
followed) : 7Tpwrov l3i Kat KaXX icr
rov drro X6ywv ¢1Xocr6<fiwv dvl3pacrw 
l3EKTIKOLS µcm'fJ1ooµEVOV (µcrnl31l30-
µi11w11 ?) dvnµEmAaµ{'JavEiv d;xa-
picrr6[ mrn, oia] µera crE{'Jacrµov 

' - , , 'E , ' ' 7T?VT;l\W~ ~}'EVET~ , 'lf'LKOVp<f• l\OYW~ 
ac aX71Bivwv Kat a<fi1Xove<KWV Kat 
crvXXiif:J&71v <lrrEiv drnpaxwv· [ lrrcl] 
r6 YE l31a cro<fiicrnKwv Kal dywvicrnKwv 
ov&iv fCTTL {'JiA.rwv TOV l31a &11µ0Kom
Kwv Kat crvKoc/Javni<wv. For the 
views of the Stoics as to the legi
timate forms of Kr71nK:,, see Zeller, 
Stoics. E. T. p. 269 n. Columella 
(de Re Rustica, praefatio, § ro) 
comes to the conclusion-' super
est unum genus liberale et inge
nuum rei familiaris augendae 

quod ex agricolatione contingit.' 
2 Cp. Laws 842 C, lK yijs yap Kal 

EK BaXarr71s rots 7TA<tcrTots rwv 'EXA.fi
vwv e'uTL KaT€UKFvaa-µ.Eva rU trEpl. rl,v 
rpo<f>T,v· TOVTOLS ai ('but for my citi
zens') µ6vov lK yijs. Except in this 
respect, Plato apprO\·es of much 
the same sources of supply as 
Aristotle. His citizens in the 
Laws are to be y•wpyol Kat voµEis 
ml µ•Xirrovpyoi (842 D, a passage 
which perhaps suggested Pol. 1. 

rr. r258b 12-20), and to have 
nothing to do with vavKA.71p1Ka Kat 
l µrroµtKa Kat Karr71AEvnKa Kai 7Ta11l30-
KEvcrEis Kal r<Aw1111<a Kai µ<mAA<ias 
(contrast Pol. I. I I. 1258 b 27 sq.) 
Kat aavncrµol Kat f7TiTOKOL TOKOL, Cp. 
also Menexen. 237 E sqq. Theo
phrastus held similar language 
about the earth, if Bernays is 
right (Theophrastos tiber From
migkeit, p. 92) in ascribing Por
phyr. de Abstin. 2. 32 to him. \\'e 
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here the ideal State in view; he does not seem m the 
Ethics to impose these limits on 'getting.' There is no 
hint, at any rate, in the account of the 'liberal man ' 
there given, that his 'getting' (i\.~i.fm) will conform to the 
standard here laid down. He will not be, like the man 
who lives only for gain ( o al<rxpoK€po~s ), a lender of small 
sums at usurious interest, or the keeper of a house of ill
fame, nor will he be a gambler, or a thief, or a robber 
(Eth. Nie. 4. 3. 1121 b 31 sqq.: 1122 a 7): on the contrary, 
'he will win an income from legitimate sources, such as 
property of his own, and will regard the winning of an 
income, not as a noble thing, but as a necessity, if he is 
to have the means of giving' ( 1 l 20 a 34 ). Not a word is 
said of his abstaining from lending money at moderate 
interest. Aristotle's language, in fact, implies that it is 
not illiberal to do this. 

We now know what the Science of Supply properly is, TheSci

and are in a position to settle its relation to Household ~:ce ff to 

S . E . d " . . . f PP y cience. ven its soun iorm is not m strictness a part o be subor-

H h ld S . . . h . d" . f h dinated to ouse o cience: it is rat er its con 1tlon-one o t ose Household 

wv ovK l!tv€v which form no part of the thing whose existence Science. 

they make possible 1• What it provides, Household Science 
uses. If the Science of Supply does much for Household 
Science, this in its turn does much for it-imposes a limit 
on its efforts and adjusts them to the true end. Household 
Science has higher functions to discharge in regulating the 
relations of husband and wife, father and child, but one of 
its functions is to act as the intermediary by whose agency 
the end of the State is impressed on the business of Supply. 
But for it, the Science of Supply might resort to false 
sources and false methods of supply, and fail to pause when 
the amount has been obtained which is most favourable to 
good life. Household Science is possessed of the true end 
of human life-is an ethical science, which the other is not. 

find similar expressions in Oecon. 
I. 2. 1343 b I. 

1 The question raised in r. 8. 
I z 56 a 5, whether the Science of 

Supply provides 'instruments' 
(opyava) or Matter (vX'I), or both, 
is not distinctly settled. 
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It is subordinate to noA.mK~ (Eth. Nie. 1. I. 1094 b 2 ), if it 
is not, indeed, a part of the political section of noA.mK~ 
(Eth. Nie. 6. 8. I 141 b 31); in any case, its principles are 
in accord with those of noA.mK~, from which it differs in 
the sphere of its action, not in aim. 

One might, indeed, ask-seeing that the State, no less than 
the household, may mistake the true nature of the Science 
of Supply and obtain commodities from improper sources 
and to an unlimited extent-why the so-called Household 
Science is viewed as connected especially, if not exclu
sively, with the household ; why it is not the concern of 
the statesman at least as much as the householder; why 
economy is not public as well as private. If the eleventh 
chapter of the First Book of the Politics is genuine, this 
question had already occurred to Aristotle (see I 259 a 2 l 
sqq.). It is clear, however, from the so-called Second Book 
of the Oeconomics, that the side of Household Science 
which relates to the State had come to receive more atten
tion by the time it was written. 

~rist?tle'~ Aristotle's aim evidently is, in the first place, to lead back 
aims m this . S l 
inquiry. the Science of upp y to nature. He had not, however, 

fully worked out his conception of nature, or freed it from 
inconsistency and obscurity. He reckons as natural, on the 
one hand, whatever contributes to that which is best for the 
given species-in the case of man, whatever contributes to 
good life; and if he had held to this point of view, he might 
have arrived at the broad and sound conclusion that trade and 
the other modes of Supply whose legitimacy is in question 
are natural, if and so far as they contribute to the end of 
the State (i.e. to civilization rightly understood). But then 
he also regards as natural that which is coeval with birth 
(i. 5. 1254 a 23), primitive, ancient (cp. 4 (7). IO. 1329 a 
40 sqq.); that which is 'g·iven by nature herself' (I. 8. 
l 256 b 7) ; that which conforms to the primordial law of 
zoological sustenance, which prescribes that sustenance is 
to be won from 'the residue of the substance from which 
the creature springs' (I. ro. 1258 a 36)-in the case of man, 
from earth and water; and again the necessary. From 
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these points of view, commerce in its more developed form 
and labouring for hire are both of them regarded as con
trary to nature. 

If Aristotle had consistently adhered to the view that the 
primitive is the natural, we might have found him denying the 
naturalness of the City-State in comparison with the house
hold 1, and of the pursuit of good life in comparison with that 
of mere life. But this he fortunately does not do. His 
examination of the relative justifiability of the various 
methods by which human wants are supplied is an excep
tion to his general treatment of political and social questions; 
a standard is applied which is quite other than the standard 
usually applied-the end of the State. The attempt to trace 
in the mode by which the nascent or infant animal is 
sustained the type of all natural sustenance seems especially 
fanciful 2• 

He has, however, a further aim-to show that even the 
sound and natural form of the Science of Supply is not in 
strictness a part of Household Science 3, but a dependent 
science which accepts its guidance. It is true that just as 
the householder has to see that the members of his house
hold enjoy health, so it is his business to see that they 
possess a due supply of necessary and useful commodities ; 
but it is the business of the physician to produce health in 
them, and it is the business of the Science of Supply in 
league with nature, not of Household Science, to produce 
those commodities. Not only did the current view of 
householding, with which Aristotle himself seems occa
sionally to fall in (e.g. Pol. 3. 4. 1277 b 24: Eth. Nie. I. I. 
1094 a 9: cp. Oecon. I. 1. 1343 a 8), teach a different lesson, 

1 He seems to approach this 
view in Eth. Nie. 8. 14. u62 a 16 
sqq. 

2 It is just possible that this 
censure of 1<a'TI'TJAL1<~ XPTJJJ.aT1<rn1<~ 
was pennedduringthe period (330-
326 B.C. : Schiffer, Demosthenes 
3. 2. 339) when, owing, as was 
thought, to the arts of the corn
merchants or the devices of huck
stering officials in Egypt, corn 

was extremely scarce and dear 
at Athens. But popular feeling 
always ran high against the corn
dealers, as we see from Lysias' 
oration against them. 

3 The Stoics appear to have 
distinguished between olKovoµ.11<~ 
and XPTJµanun1<~ no less than 
Aristotle (Stob. Eel. Eth. 2. 6. 6 : 
p. 51 Meineke). 
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but writers like Xenophon had put the contrary opinion in 
the mouth of Socrates (Xen. Oecon. c. 6. 4: cp. c. 7. 15, 
and c. 11. 9) and others (Xen. Cyrop. 8. 2. 23, ov ro1,rs 

7TAE'irrra gxovra<: Kal <bv1\arrovra~ 7TAE'irrra EvoaiµovErrrarov<: 

1,yovµai • • • all.A.' 3<; av KTarreal TE 7TAELrrTa OVV7JTal crilv r<iJ 

OlKal<p, KaL xpi/rrBat OE 7TAEl<TTOl<; <TVV r<i> KaA<iJ, TOVTOV EYW 
Evoaiµovl<Trarov voµC(w) 1. Plato, however, had already 
declared against the unlimited pursuit of wealth (Rep. 
591 D-E): ovKovv, Et7Tov, Kal r~v EV r'fi rwv xpriµarwv KTry<ra 
t I t' ' t ,/-. I \ \ '1 ~ \ le ' r,.Vvrai;tv TE Kat <;VfL't'WVtaV; Kat TOV nyKov TOV 7Tll'YJ OV<; OVK 

EK7TA7JTTOfLEVO<; V7TO TOV TWV 7TOAAWV µaKapurµov l1.7Tapov avtl]rra, 

U7TEpavra KaKa gxwv; OVK ofoµai, E<f>'YJ· 'AA..A' a1rn{3AEl.WV yE, 
Et7TOV, 7TpO<; T~V EV avr<iJ 7TOAlTElQ,V Kal <f>vA.arrwv µ1] Tl 7TapaKtv'fi 

avrov TWV EKEL Ola 7TAi;Bo<; OV<Tla<; ~ ot' oA.tyorrira, OVTW KV{3Epvwv 

7TporrBryrra KaL avaA<fHrEl rij<; ovrr{a<; KaB' orrov av oio<; r' j/2. 
With this Aristotle would agree, but he adds that acquiring 
lies, in strictness, altogether outside the province of the 
head of the household, as such, and that his function is 
to use the commodities, for the provision of which the 
Science of Supply is responsible, though even this is not his 
highest function, which lies rather in the government of 
persons, and especially of free persons, than in the care for, 
or use of things. Xenophon had already made it one of the 
duties of the head of the household to seek to teach his 
slaves justice (Oecon. c. 14. 4): Aristotle makes it his 
main duty to develope in all the members of the household 
all the virtue of \vhich they are capable. 

The householder, as Aristotle conceives him, is by no 
means to be indifferent whether the household under his 
charge does or does not possess an adequate supply of 
things useful and necessary for good life : on the con
trary, he is to see that this is forthcoming; but further 
than this he is not to go in quest of commodities. He 
certainly will not hold, with Cato the Censor, whose ideas 

1 It should be noticed, howeYcr, 
that in the short treatise on the 
Lacedaemonian constitution Xe
nophon praises Lycurgus for his 
discouragement of money-making 

(c. 7). 
2 Cp. Laws 870 A, ~ r6w XPTJ· 

µaroov ri)s a?TAijcrrov Kat a?TEipov 
KTryCTECilS f pooras µvpiovs £11riKTOVCTU 
Civvaµi~·. 
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on household management were as clearly pronounced as 
on public affairs, 'that the man truly wonderful and godlike 
and fit to be registered in the lists of glory, was he, by 
whose accounts it should at last appear that he had more 
than doubled what he had received from his ancestors L ' ; 

nor would he ' labour with his domestics, and afterwards sit 
down with them, and eat the same kind of bread and drink 
of the same wine 2

'; nor would it be said of him with truth, 
that he 'amassed a great deal and used but little 3 '. 

Aristotle would have found more to praise in Cato's untiring 
care for his son's due nurture and education, though he 
himself would commit the education of boys, when past a 
certain age, to the common schools of the State. 

The limitations which Aristotle imposes on the Science 
of Supply remind us of a reflection of Wordsworth's in the 
Eighth Book of the Excursion :-

'I rejoice, 
Measuring the force of those gigantic powers, 
That by the thinking mind have been compelled 
To serve the will of feeble-bodied man ; 
For with the sense of admiration blends 
The animating hope that time may come 
When, strengthened, yet not dazzled, by the might 
Of this dominion over nature gained, 
Men of all lands shall exercise the same 
In due proportion to their country's need ; 
Learning, though late, that all true glory rests, 
All praise, all safety, and all happiness, 
Upon the moral law.' 

Aristotle, however, goes far beyond vVordsworth, though 
the latter forgets no less than the former that the accumu
lation of capital in one country beyond its needs may well be 
useful in aiding the material and moral development of other 
commumt1es. It can hardly have been true of commerce 
even in Aristotle's day, that it had passed far beyond its 
sound original function of supplying men's needs into an 
ingenious artificial contrivance which served only the pur-

1 Plutarch, Cato Censor c. 2 r 
(Langhorne's translation). 

2 Ibid. c. 3. 

3 Ibid., Comparison of Cato and 
Aristides, c. 4. 
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pose of enriching its practitioners indefinitely at the expense 
of each other or of other men; but, at any rate, his censure 
of labour for hire and of lending money at interest is wholly 
mistaken. So far as he asserts the principle that commo
dities are made for man, not man for the multiplication of 
commodities-that the pursuit of wealth, which so easily 
masters and moulds society to its purpose, is to be governed 
by the true interests of civilization, or, as \Vordsworth says, 
' the moral law,' he is on solid ground; but in his applica
tion of this principle, and indeed in his combination of it with 
others of more doubtful authority, he has been led into error. 
We may trace, perhaps, in the background the influence 
of prejudices which he shared with his age and nation, 
and which made a dispassionate examination of this subject 
unusually difficult for him. He appears to understand 
better the true nature of Wealth than the laws of its pro
duction or the office of Capital. Political Economy almost 
originated with him, and the clearness of his economical 
vision in some directions is balanced by blindness in others. 
He is besides too much inclined to cut all societies after the 
same pattern. Some States seem marked out by nature for 
industry and commerce, others for agriculture ; and the 
world would be a loser if one and the same career were 
enforced on all. 

Status of So far we have studied the classes concerned with trade 
those con-
cerned and production in the best State of Aristotle rather with 
with neceks- respect to the source from which they are to be recruited, 
sary wor . 
-some to the services they are to render, and the limitations under 
be freet, b which they are to act, than with respect to their place in some o e 
slaves. the State-system, or the connexion between them and 

the other agencies of the State. \Ve possess, indeed, but 
few data as to a large section of these classes-that which 
comprises the merchant ( Eµ1ropos ), the artisan, the day
labourer, the shopkeeper 1• On the other hand, the 
cultivator of the soil and the domestic attendant have their 

1 How near all x€pvryrH, and 
among them the /3avav<Tos uxvin1s, 

come to slaves, we see from 3. 4. 
1277 a 37 sqq. 
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lot pretty clearly marked out. They are to be slaves-not 
all of them, indeed, private slaves, for the territory of the 
State is to be divided into two parts-whether equal or not, 
we are not told-the one to be retained in the hands of the 
State, and itself subdivided into two sections, devoted respec
tively to the maintenance of the worship of the gods and to 
the supply of the public meal-tables; the other to be allotted 
to individuals in several ownership. Both parts are to be 
cultivated by slaves; the public land by public, the private 
by private slaves. Dependent serfs ( 7l'epfoiKoi) of barbarian 
origin might be employed in the cultivation of the soil; 
but it was better to give this function to slaves (4 (7). ro. 
1330 a 25 sqq.). 

We observe, when we turn to the examination of the 
legitimacy of slavery contained in the First Book, that 
it is treated as entirely a domestic institution. The case 
of public slaves is left wholly out of consideration. It is 
not till the chapter on Phaleas in the Second Book (2. 7. 
1267 b 16 sq.) that we get any hint of the arrangement 
adopted in the Fourth (the old Seventh) Book. 

We do not know with certainty who were the impugners Slavery

of the naturalness and J·ustice of the institution of slavery its natudral-
ness an 

referred to by Aristotle ( r. 3. r 253 b 20 sq.) 1• The distinc- ~ustice 
· b d · h" h h · · impugned hon etween nature an convention, w ic t eir view pre- by some 

supposes, is one recognized by many schools. A Sophist inquirers. 

may well have struck the first blow. Some Sophists, indeed, 
denied that the Naturally Just exists ; for them all right was 
based on convention only; but those who held this view 
cannot be referred to here, for in this passage we evidently 
have to do with men who accepted the existence of a Natural 
Justice, which slavery contravened. Others, however, 
did not go so far; and it may well be that in the general 
reference of existing institutions, and indeed of social order 

1 Were they the same as those 
who are mentioned in 4 (7). 2. 
1324 a 35, as maintaining that the 
exercise of despotic rule over 

neighbours involves the greatest 
injustice, while the exercise of rro
AmKi/ dpxfJ over others interferes 
with the ruler's felicity? 
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as a whole, to custom and tradition, or even compact, as 
opposed to nature, which marks the Sophistic epoch, the 
institution of slavery did not escape without challenge. 
The Sophist Lycophron denied the reality of the distinc
tion between the noble and the ill-born 1, a distinction 
nearly related to that between slave and free (Pol. r. 6. 
I 255 a 32 sqq.). Gorgias praised Rhetoric as the best of 
all arts in words that remind us of Aristotle's language 
here-because it · made all other things its slaves, not by 
compulsion, but of their own free will' (Plato, Phileb. 58 
A-B). The Cynics, again, might be referred to, \\·ere it not 
that they were more given to asserting the 'indifference' 
of positive institutions than to attacking them 2

• \Ve can 
trace among the followers of the Cynic Diogenes, ho\\·ever, 
one opponent of slavery-Onesicritus, who accompanied the 
Oriental expedition of Alexander; for Strabo (15. p. 710), 
in mentioning an authority who affirmed that the Indians 
had no slaves, adds-' but Onesicritus alleges that this \\·as 
the case only in the territory of Musicanus, and regards 
the absence of slavery as an excellent thing: he finds, in 
fact, many other excellent institutions in that region and 
describes it as especially well-ordered.' It appears from 
Strabo, p. 701, that in the part of India referred to, it \\·as 
the custom for the young to render similar services to 
those elsewhere rendered by serfs, such as the Cretan 
Aphamiotae and the Helots of the Lacedaemonian State. 

Apart, however, from the movement of philosophical 
opinion, much had happened, and \\·as happening every 
day in Greece, to suggest doubts in the minds of men re
specting the institution. Dio Chrysostom (Or. 15. 239 l\I) 
refers to the many Athenians who, in consequence of the 
defeat at Syracuse, had to serve as slaves in Sicily and the 

1 Aristot. Fragm. 82. 1490 a 10. 
2 Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. I. 230 (2nd 

edit.): cp. 208. 8: 238. 5, where 
the language of Antisthenes and 
Diogenes seems to imply that the 
wise man is not only not a natural 
slave, but not a slave at all. 

Diogenes, we are told, was es
pecially given to distinguishing 
between ra K<ITll voµov and TU Kara 
rpvaw (Diog. Laert. 6. 71): so far 
as this goes, therefore, he might 
be referred to here. 
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Peloponnese, and to the case of the Messenians ( 242 M), who 
after long years of slavery became again free citizens; and 
he notices how narrowly the whole body of slaves at Athens 
missed enfranchisement, when the Athenians offered them 
freedom after Chaeroneia on condition of their serving 
against Macedon, and would have given it if the war had 
continued ( 240 M). It was just the facility of the transi
tion from slavery to freedom, and from freedom to slavery, 
and the dependence of men's status on accident and supe
rior force and the will of men (cp. Eth. Nie. 5. 8. 1133 a 30: 
Xen. Mem. 4. + 14), that would give rise to the view that 
it was based on convention, not nature. A fragment from 
the 'Ayxtcrrys of Anaxandrides (Meineke, Fragm. Com. 
Graec. 3. 162) gives expression to what must have been a 
common feeling :-

OuK i!CTn fJovA.wv, G, 'ya8', oU!aµov 7r6Ais, 
TVX'J fJi ?'l"UVTa µErarpepEt Ta uwµara, 
7roA.A.ol fJi vi!v µev ElCTiv ouK £X£v8Epoi, 

ELS ravpwv fJi ::?:ovvtELs, Etr' Eis TPLr1Jll 

ayop~ KEXP1JVTat' TOV yap OtaKa CTTpErpH 

fJaiµwv EKUCTT'e· 

So again Philemon, Fr. 39 (Meineke, Fragm. Com. Graec. 

4. 47) :-
Kiiv l:Jovl\os n ns, CTUpKa TfJV UVTT}V EXEL, 
<f>vuEL yap oMEls fJovA.os lyEv~Bri 7roTi· 
~ o' ai TVX1J TO CTwµa KanfJovAWCTUTO. 

According, again, to the Scholiast on Aristot. Rhet. I. 

13, the saying' God made all men free: nature has made 
no man a slave' ( Et1.EVB,povs a<fi~KE 71'6.vras BE6s· ovo,va oov,\ov 
Ti cpv<ns 7Trno(7JKEV) occurred in the 'Messenian Oration' of 
the orator Alcidamas. It is, perhaps, to these words of 
Alcidamas that Aristotle refers in the passage we are con
sidering ( 1. 3. 1253 b 20) 1• It is certain, at all events, that 

1 So think Henkel (Studien, p. 
i 2-1-, n. lI) and S usemihl. Zeller, 
however, thinks (Gr. Ph. I. 1007. 

2) that Aristotle is not 'referring 
to Alcidamas specially' in this 
passage of the Politics : he holds 

that though Alcidamas may well 
have used in this oration the ex
pression ascribed to him by the 
Scholiast he can· hardly have 
a-one so far as to assail the insti
tution of slavery, when seeking to 
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the restoration of Messenia to independence must have 
brought the question prominently before men's minds. 
Many who did not go so far as to impugn the naturalness 
of the institution as a whole, appear to have contested the 
justice of enslavement through war. Thus Callicratidas, 
when pressed on the capture of Methymna to sell the 
citizens as slaves, declared that, while he was in command, 
no Greek should be enslaved if he could help it, though 
he nevertheless sold the Athenian garrison as slaves the 
day after (Xen. Hell. I. 6. 14-15). Agesilaus gave utter
ance to similar sentiments (Xen. Ages. 7. 6) 1. Epaminon
das and Pelopidas are said by Plutarch to have enslaved 
no captured cities (Pelop. et Marcell. Inter se Compar. c. 1, 

MapKEAAoS' µ'Ev Ev 7l'OAAa~S' 7roAe<rw {moxeipLoLS' yevoµivaLS' 

<r<f>ayaS' E7l'0{7J<TEV, 'E7raµewc/JvoaS' OE Kal IIeAo7l'{OaS' ovoiva 
I I > I >.' I\ > \1: i:, I ) 7l'W7l'OTE KpaT7J<TaVTES' a7l'EKTElVav OVuE 7l'OllElS' 7JVupa7l'OuL<ravro • 

The severities of this nature practised by Philip of Mace
don indicate, therefore, a decided retrogression in inter
national policy. 

Even those who defended enslavement through war 
did so only in a qualified way, for they condemned the 
enslavement of Greeks through war (I. 6. l 255 a 21 sqq.). 
Enslavement for debt had been abolished at Athens by 
Solon 2, though elsewhere it may have been legal 3• The 
law itself both at Athens and in other States drew a tacit 
distinction between the slave by birth ( o <f>v<rEL oovAoS' 

yw6µevoS') and the slave not descended from slave-parents 
by making the former incapable of becoming a citizen (Dio 
Chrys. Or. 15. 239 M) 4

• Dio Chrysostom, in his Fifteenth 
Oration, mentions a general feeling that the slave by birth 
was a slave in the truest sense, but then he goes on to reason 

win from the Lacedaemonians the 
recognition of Messenian inde
pendence. As to the oration in 
question, see Vahlen, der Rhetor 
Alkidamas, p. 14 sqq. 

1 Plato declares against the 
enslavement of Greeks in wars 
between one Greek State and 
another (Rep. 47 r A). 

2 It survived in a single case 
only (C. F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 
3. § 58. 15). 

3 Ibid. § 58. 20. 
4 There seems to have been a 

special name for the slave by 
birth, or l3ovf..eKl3ovf..0>. He was 
called aivfipwv (Athen. Deipn. 267 
C). 
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that slaves by birth are descended from those who have 
been enslaved through war, and that this form of slavery, 
•the oldest and that which has given birth to all the rest 1,' 
is 'very weak in point of justice' ( 242 M) ; and thus he 
arrives at the conclusion (243 M) that the true slave is 
the man who is unfree and servile in soul-a conclusion 
possibly suggested by Aristotle's examination of the 
subject, though arrived at in a different way. 

If we add that the form which slavery assumed in the 
Lacedaemonian State gave rise to an especial amount of de
bate (Plato, Laws 776 C), we shall see that the institution 
was undergoing a rigorous examination, in the course of 
which one form of it after another was being weighed in the 
balance and found wanting, and that first enslavement for 
debt, then the enslavement of Greeks 2, then enslavement 
through war, were successively being eliminated, so that a 
total condemnation of the institution might well seem to 
be at hand. Hence a careful investigation of its true basis, 
such as that which Aristotle made, was especially timely. 

Both Xenophon and Plato furnished him with some hints Reinvesti

on the subject. Xenophon had insisted that rule should, ghatiobn ?f f 
t e as1so 

if possible, be so exercised as to win willing obedience from slavery by 

the ruled, and had shown how the master might be a means Aristotle. 

of developing virtue in his slaves. Plato had, in one and 
the same dialogue (the Republic), made it a distinguishing 
feature of the ideal State not to enslave the class which 
provided it with necessary or useful commodities (n'J 
XP'Y)µan<TTLKov) 3, and also pointed to the man in whom 
there is a natural weakness of the higher principle as a 

1 He overlooks the fact that 
slavery originating in voluntary 
surrender and slavery for deht 
could not be said to have de
veloped out of war. 

2 Cp. Levit. 2 5. 44 : 'Both thy 
bondmen and thy bondmaids 
which thou shalt have shall be 
of the heathen that are round 
about you ; of them shall ye buy 
bondmen and bondmaids.' I 
have already quoted this passage 

for another purpose. 
3 Rep. 547 C. This class (the 

third) is probably conceived as 
Hellenic, like the two higher 
classes, and the fact that it is not 
a slave-class in the ideal State of 
the Republic does not necessarily 
imply the non-existence of slavery 
in this State: on the contrary, 
slavery is here and there tacitly 
implied to exist in it (e.g. Rep. 
549 A). 
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being designed by nature to be enslaved to another who 
can supply that deficiency (Rep. 590 C-D: cp. Polit. 
309 A). This view of the institution, which, as has been 
remarked, probably suggested Aristotle's doctrine of natural 
slavery, seems, however, to be lost sight of in the Laws, 
where little, if any, attention appears to be paid to the 
ethical interests of the slave. 

Aristotle It is on these foundations that Aristotle builds. He con-
<lefends · h · · · · h" b S d" · but refo.rms sen ts to retam t e mstltutlon m 1s est tate on con rtlon 
slavery. of a complete reform, which would restore the willingness 

of the relation by making it advantageous both to master 
and slave. Natural slavery presupposed, according to him, 
not only a low intellectual level in the slave, but high 
moral and intellectual excellence in the master. The 
raison d'etre of slavery was to make a noble life possible 
for the master, and if the master could not, or did not, live 
such a life, slavery failed to achieve the end of its existence. 
Aristotle would not have been satisfied to incorporate in 
his best State a relation which, though necessary, was not 
advantageous to both the parties to it. Indeed, it is less 
on the social necessity of slavery than on the benefits 
which it confers on master and slave, that he insists. Thus, 
while he argues in the First Book (i. 4. 1253 b 23 sqq.) 
that the slave is a necessity to Household Science, he allows 
in the Fourth (the old Seventh) the substitution of serfs for 
slaves, so far as the cultivation of the soil is concerned 
(4 (7). ro. 1330 a 25 sqq.). The necessity of slavery to 
ancient society has perhaps been somewhat O\'errated. 
'Coloni' seem to have served its purpose in the later 
days of the Roman Empire as well as slaves. The sub
missiveness of the 'hewers of wood and drawers of water' 
was the important thing, and this was rather a matter of 
nationality than of civil status. If they were not sub
missive, we know from a variety of instances that the 
status of slavery was but a poor security for their obedience 
or tranquillity. 

Aristotle has already in the Second Chapter of the First 
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Book recognized as the constituent elements of the house
hold the relations of husband and wife and master and 
slave, and treated the one relation as equally necessary and 
natural with the other, the master's intelligence and the 
slave's bodily strength being mutually complementary and 
indispens'able, just as the union of male and female is 
necessary for the purpose of reproduction. The naturalness 
of slavery is thus already established, and it may be asked 
why the question should be again taken up in c. 3. The 
answer probably is, that in c. 2 Aristotle deals with the 
question of slavery only in course of proving the natural
ness of the State, and that in conformity with his usual 
practice he is not content to dispense with a special ex
amination of this particular question apart from all others, 
which he conducts wholly without reference to the result 
already hastily reached. 

In tracing the course of the investigation respecting 
slavery inc. 3 (1253 b 14 sqq.), it must be borne in mind that 
Aristotle is testing not one opinion but two-not alone the 
view of those who asserted that slavery is contrary to nature 
(which is the more interesting of the two contentions to us), 
but also the view of the Platonic Socrates, who had said 
that rule over slaves is a science and identical with the rule 
of the householder, statesman, and king. It is thus as 
much his purpose to show that the rule over slaves is 
nothing exalted-and this he shows by his definition of 
the slave (c. 4. 1253 b 23-1254 a 17) and by occasional 
hints later on (iz54 a 24 sqq.: 1255 b 33 sqq.)-as that 
there is a natural kind of slavery. 

His first inquiry is, what is the nature and function of the 
slave?-his next, is such a being forthcoming? He deals with 
the former question first, and starts from two propositions, 
which for the moment he assumes as true, though he will 
later on see reason to modify them-I. that Property is 
a part of the Household: 2. that the Science of acquiring 
property (in the sense of things necessary for living and living 
well) is a part of the Science of Household Management 
( olKovoµ.fo). He then proceeds to say that just as arts with 

VOL. I. L 
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some single definite end stand in need of instruments for 
the accomplishment of that end, so does Household Science, 
though it is not, strictly speaking, an Art, and its end is 
broader. The slave, he goes on to show, is one of the 
animate instruments which Household Science needs and 
an article of household property, but he is an exceptional 
kind of instrument, an instrument prior to other instruments, 
and an instrument of action, not of production ; and being 
an article of property, he stands to his master in a peculiarly 
close relation-he is a part of him and wholly his. 

The next question is-is any human being so constituted 
by nature? As nature always does that which is best for 
each thing and that which is just, this question resolves 
itself into another-is any human being in existence for 
whom it is best and also just that he should be placed in 
this position? We have here a question of fact, and one 
would have expected it to be answered by a direct appeal 
to facts, and by that alone. But Aristotle says (5. I 254 a 
20 ), that it is one which it is not difficult to answer, whether 
by process of reasoning ( r<f> /\oycp ), or by noting actual facts 
(ra ywoµEva). The thing both must be, if something quite 
contrary to analogy is not to take place, and it also, as a 
matter of fact, is. 

Ruling and being ruled is not only a necessary but an 
advantageous thing; and in some cases a destination for 
the one position or the other appears immediately on birth. 
A ruling element and a ruled appears wherever a Whole 
proceeds from the union of a plurality of elements ; and 
thus it is not surprising that there are many different kinds 
of ruling and ruled elements, varying in excellence according 
to the function which ruler and ruled unite to discharge. 
We need not reject slavery as unnatural, because we do 
not rank the relation of master and slave with the rule 
of the householder, or the statesman, or the king. We can 
trace a kind of rule even in things inanimate ; we can 
trace ruling and ruled elements in an animal ; here we find 
both the despotic and the political form of rule, the rule 
of the soul over the body being of the former kind, that of 
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the rational over the appetitive part being of the latter; and 
in both cases, the relation is natural and advantageous. 
The same thing appears in the relation of man to the 
other animals. The tame are better than the wild, and 
it is advantageous to them to be ruled by man; what holds 
of the better, however, is natural. So again, the male sex 
is naturally stronger than the female ; consequently, the 
male rules, the female is ruled. The same thing holds 
between one human being and another, irrespective of sex. 
The naturalness of rule does not depend on its being of the 
highest type, but on its adjustment to the interval between 
ruler and ruled. If there are human beings who are as 
far inferior to others as the body is to the soul, or as the 
lower animals are to man, then the relation of rule which 
obtains between soul and body, and man and other animals, 
will be properly applicable to them and will be natural 
and for their good. This is the case with human beings 
whose best function is the use of the body. They are fit 
only to belong to another; they are but little above the 
lower animals : the only psychological difference between 
them and the lower animals is that they can listen to reason, 
though they have it not, whereas animals follow passion. 
In use and, where Nature succeeds in her aim, in bodily 
aspect, they differ little from tame animals; their strength 
and their stoop are points of resemblance. In their case 
slavery is advantageous to the slave and just. 

The question then arises, how it is that so many deny 
the justice and therefore the naturalness of slavery. The 
reason is that there is a kind of slavery which rests only on 
convention. A law exists, not based on Nature, but only 
on agreement, which confers on victors in war a property 
in the vanquished and all they possess. The justice of this 
law is impugned by many who occupy themselves with law; 
and it is true that it cannot be seriously def ended except 
on the ground that superiority in force implies superiority 
in virtue. This is the common premiss from which the 
disputants on either side must start, if their arguments are 
to have any weight; and it is on superiority of virtue that 

L Z 
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Aristotle bases natural slavery. His view is confirmed by the 
tacit agreement of the disputants on this point and on this 
point only. But there is another view put forward. Some 
claim that this kind of slavery is just, simply because it is 
allowed by law. To them the legal is the just. But then the 
particular application of the law may not be just, for the war 
may have been begun unjustly, or again persons may be 
enslaved in this way who are incapable of becoming slaves, 
like the heaven-descended Hecuba. And this would be 
admitted by these inquirers. Thus, by this path also we 
arrive at the conclusion that the true test of just freedom 
and just slavery is to be found in relative goodness and 
badness. Aristotle, in fact, finds his view of slavery con
firmed by Common Opinion ; but instead of basing X atural 
Slavery, as most did, on the extraction of the persons 
enslaved, or the circumstances of their enslavement, he 
bases it on their nature and the nature of their enslavers. 

We see that the objections to slavery current in Aris
totle's day were objections based on its alleged unfairness to 
the slave rather than on the interest of the community. 
That the captive taken in war should be enslaved seemed 
hard to many, especially if he were a Greek : the right to 
enslave was too exorbitant a privilege to be granted to 
those who could only boast a superiority of force ; if this 
was the basis of the right, it had no more to say for itself 
than tyranny 1, which met \\·ith universal condemnation. 
Others passed the same criticism on the whole institution 
of slavery, however it originated. Force and injustice lay 
at its root. Thus slavery was attacked, not on the ground 
of its social or economical inexpediency, but on the ground 
of justice and the right of human beings to have their 
interests considered, and not to be forced to be parties to 
an one-sided bargain 2• 

Aristotle's defence of slavery and his reform of it are 

1 Cp. Pol. 7 (5). IO. 1313a 9, &v 
l>f l>i' dmfr17s ilp~T/ n> I) /3ia>, fj(i17 
(ioKE'i roiiro dvai rupavvls. 

2 Compare the use of (iouX•ia, 
Eth. .t\ ic. 5. 8. I 133 a l : and 
l>oiiA.os, Pol. 2. 12. 127..fa 18. 
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designed to meet objections of this nature. He is too fully 
convinced of the expediency of the remodelled institution 
in the interest of the slave to make any point of its indispensa
bility to society; on this he touches only incidentally while 
seeking to ascertain the definition of the slave. To learn 
what a slave is and then to ask whether there are those to 
whom such a position brings advantage, is all that is 
necessary for the full treatment of the question of the 
naturalness of slavery. If the slave is a gainer, society, it is 
taken for granted, cannot be a loser. Aristotle's object is to 
show that slavery, rightly constituted, is not an one-sided 
bargain for the slave at all. The natural slave has not that 
part of the soul (ro f3ovA.rnnK6v), which is necessary to make 
moral virtue complete. He gains, therefore, by being 
linked to some controlling force possessing that which he 
lacks. Aristotle does not pause to examine whether this 
defect of nature could be mended by education ; he implies, 
however, that it could not. The human being designed 
by nature for slavery, unlike the brute, can apprehend 
and listen to reason, but he does not possess reason 
( 1. 5. I 2 54 b 2 2) 1. Yet he possesses a kind of moral 
virtue-the kind which enables him to do his work in 
subordination to his master-the moral virtue, in fact, of a 
subordinate confined to humble functions, and itself of a 
humble type. How any form of moral virtue can subsist 
in the absence of the deliberative faculty, Aristotle does not 
explain, nor how the use of the body is the best that comes 
of the slave (TO ch' avrov /3~ATL<J"TOV, I. 5. I 254 b I 8), if vir
tuous action is not beyond him. There are, indeed, other 
indications that it was not possible for Aristotle wholly to 
reconcile the two aspects of the slave, as a man and as an 
instrument or article of property. In the First Book of the 

1 Though Aristotle's tone in 
this passage in regard to the 
distance between man and brute 
differs much from his tone in a 
previous chapter of the same book 
(I. 2. 1253a 9 sqq.I, he says 
nothing here that conflicts with 

what he has said there. He had 
there allowed to men in contrast 
with brutes a perception of the 
good and bad, the just and unjust, 
and here he allows even to the 
natural slave a perception of 
reason. 
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Politics the slave, though the mere animate chattel of his 
master, is nevertheless conceived as forming a KowwvCa with 
him ( cp. i. 2. r 252 b 9, rnvrwv rwv ovo Kowwviwv: 1. 5. I 254 a 
29, EV n Kow6v: I. I 3. I 260 a 40, KOWCJJVO'> (;w~'> ), and as united 
to him by a dependent friendship (I. 6. i 255 b 13); but in 
the Fourth (the old Seventh) Property, and consequently, it 
would seem, the slave, is implied to be no part of the house
hold (4(7). 8.1328a 28 sqq.)1,and Kowwv£aappears to be 
pronounced impossible between those whose aim is the best 
life and those who have no such aim, unless indeed the 
Kowwv[a of the State is alone here referred to. The dis
tinction between the slave qua slave and the slave qua 
human being, which, whether it be a satisfactory distinction 
or not, serves in the Nicomachean Ethics to make the con
tradictions inherent in the position of the slave a little less 
glaring, does not appear to be used in the Politics. The same 
inconsistency is evident, if we examine Aristotle's conception 
of the office of the master in relation to his slave. He is 
charged in the First Book with the task of developing in 
the slave all the moral virtue of which he is capable, and 
thus the relation between them is adjusted to the aim of 
good life, and becomes a relation not um,-orthy of the 
husband and father or unfit to find a place in the household 
and the State; but then we find in the Third Book that 
the aim of the master in his rule over the slave is primarily 
his own advantage and only accidentally that of the slave. 
If this is so, and the slave feels it to be so, one may doubt 
whether the affectionate reverence and sense of common 
interest, which Aristotle hopes to create in the mind of the 
slave, would be found in reality to exist, however high the 
character of the master might be, and however great the 
moral benefits conferred by him. Aristotle's arguments 
may perhaps prove that a human being of the stamp of his 
·natural slave' should be subjected to a strict rule ; they 
do not prove that he should be made an article of property. 

1 Aristotle is here insisting on 
the contrast between the higher 
and lower elements of the State, 

whereas in the First Book he is 
making the most he can of the 
position of the slave. 
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The ambiguity of the word OE<T7ro(Ew, which was used to 
denote both the relation of an absolute ruler to his subjects 
and that of a proprietor to his property, concealed from his 
view the vast difference bet\\·een the two propositions. 
From absolute rule (oE<T7l"onK~ apx~) to ownership (oE<T7l"onfo) 
is a great and momentous step. We may feel that his 
·natural slave' would be all the better for being ruled by a 
man of full virtue ( <T11"ovoa'i:os cmAws ), but not for being his 
chattel 1• 

Aristotle approached the subject under the influence of 
a scientific reaction both against the views of those who, 
like some of the Sophists, were inclined to challenge the 
claims of every existing institution, and against the views 
of those who, like Plato, had dealt very freely with some 
institutions of great importance. His bias was in favour 
of accepting and amending the institutions to which the 
collective experience of his race had given birth, rather 
than sweeping them away. He pleaded against Plato for 
the continued existence of the parental and conjugal 
relations, and he was led on to find good in the relation 
of master and slave. 

He deserves, however, to be remembered rather as the. 
author of a suggestion for the reformation of slavery than 
as the defender of the institution. The slavery he defends 
is an ideal slavery which can exist only where the master 
is intellectually and morally as high as the slave is low. 
Aristotle would find in the Greek society of his own day 
as many slave-owners who had no business to own slaves as 
slaves who had no business to be enslaved. His theory of 
slavery implies, if followed out to its results, the illegitimacy 
of the relation of master and slave in a large proportion of 
the cases in which it existed. In how many instances 

1 The Stoics appear to have 
distinguished slavery in the sense 
of subjection from slavery in the 
sense of possession and subjection 
-Diog. Laert. 7. 122, Elvai lJ€ Kai 
ti>..A.'lv oovf..•iav (besides the lpso 
facto slavery of the bad) -r9v €v inro
nigEL, Kal -rpi-r11v -r9v dv KTry<TH TE Kat 

VrroTO~n, ri civTirl8ETat ~ af(J'7r0Tfla, 
cpavA1) o:t<Ta Kat aurfi. Aristotle re
gards the 0E<rrron1<9 €m<T-rryp.1J as 
cpavf..YJ, but hardly omrrorEia, when 
exercised over natural slaves. It 
is natural and a means of virtue 
to the slave, and would hardly 
be said by him to be cpauf..11. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



ARISTOTLE'S DEFENCE 

would not the master, if judged by his rules, be found unfit 

to be a master and the slave unfit to be a slave! This 

would be so even in Greece; among the barbarians, if we may 

judge from a passage in the First Book (i. 2. i252 b 6), 

natural slavery could not exist, for there that which is 

marked out by nature for rule (ro <j>vCTEL lipxov) is wanting. 
The limitations Aristotle imposed on slavery would pro

bably attract more attention and comment from most of 
his contemporaries than his recognition of slavery subject 
to those limitations. He confined it to a relatively small 

class of human beings-to those whose vocation was rude 

physical labour, the exercise of mere muscle and sinew. 
Human beings fit for no higher work than that-whether 

Greek or barbarian, and they would commonly be bar

barians-were to be slaves. His plan seems to be to 
limit the incidence of slavery rather than to lighten its 

yoke. He allows, though reluctantly, the substitution of 

serfs ( 7TEpfoiKoi) for slaves in agriculture. He recommends 

that all slaves shall have the hope of freedom held out to 

them, as a reward for good conduct 1 (4 (7). 10. i330 a 32 
sq.), but we are not distinctly told whether the master is to 

have the right of manumission, nor do we learn whether he 

is to have the right to sell, or bequeath, or give away the 
slave. There is no indication, however, that Aristotle was 

inclined to depart greatly from the general practice of Greece 
in relation to the rights of the master over the slave. 

All the economical objections to slavery would apply 
to the reorganization of it which Aristotle designed. 

Agriculture would not prosper in the hands of slaves. 

Indeed, in recommending that the cultivators of the soil 

in his best State should be slaves, Aristotle extended 

slavery to a class which in contemporary Greece was 

frequently free. On the other hand, we must bear in mind 
that he proposes to limit the number of the slaves in a 

State to that which is imperatively requisite for its well-
1 Yet obviously a natural slave 

would ex hypothesi lose by being 
set free : we infer, therefore, but 
are not distinctly told, that a 

natural slave can be fitted by 
slavery for the enjoyment of 
freedom. 
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being, just as he applies the same limit to Property and 
'instruments' and 'necessary work' generally; that he 
brings even the slaves of the farm within the household 
(except of course such as are public slaves), herein true 
to the old-fashioned conception of the slave as olKET1J> 1 ; 

and that he is against the employment as slaves, not 
merely of those who are not natural slaves, but also of 
members of courageous and high-spirited races, like those 
which inhabited the barbarous portions of Europe. Thrace, 
for instance, would probably be no longer drawn ·upon 
for slaves, and many fine races would escape degradation 2• 

The free population would thus have no cause to feel that 
they were oppressing a body of men who deserved, or at 
least wished, to be free. They would have been saved the 
consciousness of injustice, the terror, suspicion, and conse
quent tendency to cruelty which comes of such a situation
results with which Greece was familiar in the instance of the 
Lacedaemonian State. The adoption of Aristotle's reform 
would have left but few Hellenic slaves, no slaves possessed 
of capacity, none certainly of that gifted or learned sort of 
which we hear much in Greece and still more in the 
Roman Empire 3• It is curious, indeed, to notice that 
Theophrastus, the disciple of Aristotle, had a slave of 
philosophical capacity: 'sed et Theophrasti Peripatetici 
servus Pompylus, et Zenonis Stoici servus qui Persaeus 
vocatus est, et Epicuri cui nomen Mys fuit, philosophi non 
incelebres vixerunt' (Gell. 2. 18, quoted by Menage on 
Diog. Laert. ro. 3). But, if this Pompylus is the Pompylus 

1 Cp. Seneca, Epist. 47 : ne 
illud quidem videtis quam omnem 
invidiam majores nostri dominis, 
omnem contumeliam servis de
traxerint? Domin um patrem 
familiae appellaverunt; servos 
(quad etiam in mimis adhuc 
durat) familiares. 

2 There is a striking descrip
tion in Strabo (p. 224) of the 
conduct of some refractory Cor
sican slaves, which shows that 
in these European races mere 

'brutishness' (ro Brypiwfl<~ 1<a! To 
fJo<T1<1)µ,aTwl'iES) was no security for 
willing slavery. 

~ Some of these learned slaYes 
discharged an useful function in 
Roman society, for they were 
largely employed in copying; MSS. 
' The place of the press m our 
literature was taken by the slaves' 
(Schmidt, Denk- und Glaubens
freiheit, p. I I 9, quoted by Guhl 
and Kaner, Life of the Greeks and 
Romans, E. T., p. 529). 
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mentioned in Theophrastus' will (Diog. Laert. 5. 54), he is 
there ref erred to as 'for a long time past free.' Theo
phrastus had not retained as a slave one who was in no 
sense a natural slave. The system of keeping skilled slaves 
for the profit to be got from their work (C. F. Hermann, 
Gr. Antiqq. 3. § 13) would vanish with the unsound form 
of the Science of Supply. The class of slaves, by losing 
all its intelligent members, would well nigh lose all chance 
of influencing or corrupting the free population. The 
position of the free labourer or artisan would still be lower, 
as it always is, than in a society where slavery does not 
exist; but slavery would do far less harm in a community 
like the best State of Aristotle, sound in tone and studiously 
secured against its influence, than it did in most Greek 
States. 

Aristotle was probably not aware how much evil and 
misery would be caused in the slave-producing regions of 
Asia and Africa by the wars which he sanctions for the 
purpose of capturing natural slaves 1• Nothing can have 
tended more to demoralize barbarian society in the 
countries round about Greece than the demand for slaves 
in Greece itself, and it may well be doubted whether the 
moral influence even of Aristotle's ideal householder on the 
slave would have been an adequate compensation for the 
perennial disturbance and degradation of the races from 
which slaves were to be sought. On the other hand, 
Aristotle's reform would have done much to soften the 
customs of war waged between Hellenes, or between Hel
lenes and civilized non-Hellenes. The indiscriminate 
enslavement of the population of cities taken by storm 
would cease. Only those who were natural slaves would 
be enslaved ; the rest would be ransomed. vVars of one 
Greek State with another, or of Greeks with some non
Hellenic States would have entailed hardly any enslavement. 
The many Greek cities which after the time of Aristotle 
experienced this fate would have escaped. The decrease 
of population in Greece, which became more and more 

1 
1. 8. 1256 b 23 sqq.: 4 (7)· 14. 1334 a 2. 
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marked as time went on 1, had probably already begun 
in Aristotle's day; and one of its causes, at all events, 
would have been removed if enslavement through war 
had been abandoned in the case of those who were not 
slaves by nature. The ransom of captives in war was, 
it is true, already permitted in most cases; it was not, 
however, in all, and the lesson which Aristotle taught was 
one which none needed to learn more than Philip of 
Macedon. Potidaea and Olynthus with the neighbouring 
Chalcidian cities endured enslavement at his hands 2• If 
Stageira was destroyed by Philip and its inhabitants 
sold as slaves (Plutarch, Alexander c. 7), its fate may 
well have been present to Aristotle's mind in this dis
cussion. Epirus was permanently ruined by the enslave
ment of 150,000 of its population after the subjugation 
of Perseus by Rome. It is evident that in his investiga
tion of the subject of slavery Aristotle raised questions 
of vital importance to the future of Greece. 

We may wish that he had dispensed altogether with 
slavery in his State. If he does not do so, the reason 
is that while he sees rude manual labour to be necessary to 
society, and holds such labour cheap, he also holds that the 
worker must not be too good for his work, on pain of being 
deteriorated by it, and that the humble type of worker 
appropriate to work of this kind must find a suitable social 
niche ready for his reception, in which whatever good 
there is in him may be developed. That Aristotle's 
premisses did not logically compel him to make a worker 
of this type the property of a master, we have already 
seen. 

In the result, slavery long escaped both abolition and Slow de-
e Th h · S . . h . h l l d cadence of re1orm. ere was muc m to1c1sm t at nug t 1ave e Slavery. 

to a condemnation of slavery. The idea of the natural 

1 See Thirlwall, History of 
Greece, 8. 460-7. 

2 See A. Schafer, Demosth. 2. 
40. See also Polyb. 8. 11, where 
Polybius complains that Theo
pompus, after praising Philip as 

the greatest man Greece had ever 
produced, went on to depict h_im 
as most vicious, and 'as havmg 
enslaved and captured through 
treason with fraud and violence 
more cities than any other man.' 
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equality of men was familiar to many adherents of the 
school. The Stoics drew a stronger line of demarcation than 
Aristotle had drawn between man and the lower animals. 
They did not probably rate the influence of a man's vocation 
on his character, or its importance as a source of happiness, 
as high as Aristotle. Cleanthes was not the less a 'wise 
man' for his labours as a 'drawer of water.' Slaves were, 
therefore, no longer necessary to save the higher natures 
from deterioration; and slavery lost its Aristotelian raison 
d'etre. The wise man's virtue and happiness \\'ere not at 
the mercy of social conditions ; they were the fruit of 
conviction and self-discipline rather than of social arrange
ments. The Stoics did not absolutely teach that the 
structure of society was an indifferent matter, for they had 
their preferences on the subject-their favourite constitu
tions and the like; but the general tendency of their teach
ing, was, in contrast to that of Plato, to trace virtue, which, 
like Socrates, they identified ·with knowledge, to philoso
phical training apart from social habituation and State 
guidance 1 • Epicureanism ranked slavery, \Vith wealth and 
poverty, among the things 

Quorum 
Adventu manet incolumis natura abituque: 
Haec solitei sumus, ut par est, eventa vocare 2• 

Christianity itself, whatever its ultimate tendency, long 
made it its aim rather to mitigate, than to put an end to, the 
institution. Its earliest view is expressed in the words
, Let every man abide in the same calling, \\·herein he ,,·as 
called. Art thou called being a sen-ant ? care not for it ; 
but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. For he that 
is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freedman: 
likewise also, he that is called being free is Christ's servant. 
Ye are bought with a price ; be not ye the servants of 
men :i: ' Servants, obey in all things your masters according 

1 Cp. Cic. Acad. Post. r. 10. 38 
(quoted by Zeller, Stoics, E.T., 
p. 238): cumque superiores non 
omnem virtutem in ratione esse 
dicerent, sed quasdam virtutes 

natura aut more perfectas, hie 
(Zeno) omnes in ratione pone
bat. 

" Luer. r. 456. 
3 I Cor. 7. 20-23. 
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to the flesh, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God; and whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily as to the Lord and not unto men ; knowing that 
of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance, 
for ye serve the Lord Jesus Christ. But he that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done ; and 
there is no respect of persons 1.' The master and the slave 
were thus alike required to do their duty-the master, 
inasmuch as he also had 'a l\Iaster in heaven' (Col. 4. i.): 
the slave, inasmuch as he was the servant of Christ. Be
tween the slave, who was 'the Lord's freedman,' and the 
master, who was Christ's servant, a spiritual, though not a 
social, equality was thus established, and if this did not apply 
to slaves who were not Christians, at all events a door of 
approach was thrown open to all. As time went on, how
ever, and slave after slave \vas admitted to Orders in the 
Christian Church, the whole class of slaves probably gained 
somewhat in general estimation ; and though sees and 
monasteries felt no scruple in exercising proprietary rights 
over slaves, they did much, in conformity with St. Paul's 
injunction, to set the example of a milder treatment of 
them; till the abbot Theodore Studita, \vho died in 826, 
condemned in his will the owning of slaves by monks or 
monasteries on the ground that the slave no less than the 
freeman is made in the image of God, and the synod of 
Enham in ioo9 forbade the sale of Christians as slaves 
because Christ had redeemed slaves as well as freemen by 
the shedding of His blood 2• Long ere this, serfage had, 
for secular reasons, taken the place of predial slavery 
in the Roman Empire : still the institution has lingered 
on into modern times. 'So recently as the reign of James 
the Second, political prisoners of our own kith and kin 
were sold as slaves to toil and die in the tropics of the 

1 Col. 3. 22-5. 
2 See on this subject Schiller, 

Lehre des Aristoteles von der 
Sklaverei, pp. 1-3, from whom 
'the above facts are taken. A 
fuller treatment of the subject will 

be found in \\'allon, Histoire de 
l'Esclavage, tome 3: see especially 
p. 409 sqq. As to this provision 
of Theodore Studita's \vill, see 
Finlay, Byzantine Empire, I. 261 
(ed. 2). 
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West Indies. The maids of honour of the Court of Jam es 
the Second (not 200 years ago) received presents of 
Englishmen condemned for treasonable offences 1.' Locke 
would seem to accept slavery in his Treatise on Civil 
Government 2• 'There is another sort of servants,' he says, 
'which by a peculiar name we call slaves, who being 
captives taken in a just war, are by the right of nature sub
jected to the absolute dominion and arbitrary power of their 
masters. These men, having, as I say, forfeited their lives 
and with it their liberties, and lost their estates, and being, 
in the state of slavery, not capable of any property, cannot 
in that state be considered as any part of civil society, 
the chief end whereof is the preservation of property.' In 
this view he goes beyond Aristotle, who is far from account
ing as natural slaves all ' captives taken in a just war.' 

Plato's The slave is a member of the household and also an 
scheme of 
a commu- object of property; and the transition is natural from the 
nity in part to the whole, from the slave to the Household and 
women and p A d h fi d A . 1 1 . . children, roperty. n ere we n nstot e overt y 1mpugnmg 
and also in the teaching of Plato without the Freliminary apologies of 
property, . . . 
rejected by the well-known chapter m the N 1comachean Ethics. It 
~~i;~~~~ds was perhaps impossible for him even nominally to father 
'.or 1:eject- the Theory of Ideas on Socrates as here he does the Platonic 
~?!e~~~.on- Communism 3 • His rehabilitation of the Household and of 

the right of Several Property is certainly more successful 
than his attempted rehabilitation of Slavery. 

Plato had sought in the Republic, for the sake of unity 
of feeling among the members of his State, to extend the 
sphere of' the common' to the utmost possible limit. He 
had noticed that when some piece of good or ill fortune 
befel individual members of an ordinarily eonstituted State, 

1 Sir S. Baker, Rede Lecture on 
Slavery and the Slave Trade, 
Macmillan's Magazine,July, 1874, 
p. 187. 

2 2.§85. 
3 Pol. 2. cc. 1-6 passim. Con

trast the most doubtfully authentic 

part of c. 12 of the same book
lIA<iTC.ivo<; (j' if Tf Tow yvvmKwv Kat 
7raU!wv Kat Tij<; ov17{a<; ICOLVOT7J<; IC.T.A. 

(1274 b 9). In 2. 7. 1266 b 5 sq. 
certain provisions in the Laws 
are ascribed to Plato, and not to 
the Athenian Stranger. 
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some of their fellows sympathized with them, while others 

did not; and he seems to have ascribed this disharmony 

of feeling to the existence of sepJ.rate households and 

separate rights of property 1• Carry the element of 'com

munity' further till the distinction of mcum and tuu11t 

ceased to exist in relation to women, children, and property, 
and the whole society would feel as one man. This was 

the end he had in view. If in the Republic he appears to 

confine his communistic scheme to the upper section of his 

State 2
, he affirms in the Laws with the utmost emphasis 

that the best form of the State is that in which the saying, 

'Friends have all things in common,' holds of the entire 

State in the highest possible degree; in which women, 

children, and property are common, and 'the private and 
individual is altogether banished from life, and things 

which are by nature private such as eyes, and ears, and 

hands, have become common, and in some way see and 

hear and act in common, and all men express praise and 

blame, and feel joy and sorrow, on the same occasions,' 

and the laws do their best to make the State as much one 

as possible 3• It is evident from this passage that to Plato 

the society in which the household and several property do 

not exist offers the true type of social organization, though 

for some reason he applies his principle in the Republic 

only to the upper section of the State. His view apparently 

is that if the upper section of the State is so organized as 

to be at one with itself, then the whole State will be so too 

( cp. Rep. 545 D, ~ r6oE µ'Ev a1TA.ovv on 1Taa-a 1ToA.iTEla µ.Ern-

(3 ,).). 't ' .... ,... ,, ' , , ,., ' ' ,... , ' 
al\l\EL E~ avTOV TOV EXOVTOS Tas apxas, OTaV EV avT<p TOVT<p <TTU<TlS 

' I < ,... s:_ I -,\ f '\ I 9 's::_ I 

EYYEV'Y)Tal ; oµovoovvros uE, Kav 1Tavv o"iyov ll• auvvarov KlV'Y)-

1 Rep. 462-3. 
2 His aim is, in the Third Book 

of the Republic, to secure that 
'the guardians shall be as good 
as possible and shall not wrong 
the other citizens' (3. 416 C) : in 
the Fifth it is rather to secure the 
harmony of the whole State. by 
securing the internal harmony of 
the guardians (5. 465 B, rovrwv 
µry11 f.v iaurols; µry uracnaC6vrwv, oVi'iev 

Sewov µry 7Tor< T] tf.A.Ari 7TOA is; 7Tpos; 
rovrous; :r, 7Tpo> ,iAA~Aou> SixoCTra
r./iuv). The latter aim is far more 
prominently put forward than the 
other and it is that with which ' . Aristotle is pre-occupied. It Is 
clearly implied in Tim. 18 B that 
the plan of Communism applies 
only to the upper section. 

3 Laws 739B-D (Prof.Jowett's 
translation 4. 258). 
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Bijvai ;). Throughout the Republic, in fact, he seems to 
avoid spending time over the arrangements respecting the 
third class, and to treat this class as of little moment (Rep. 
421 A). 

Most modern forms of communism-those in which there 
is community of property without community of women 
and children-would in no way satisfy Plato. It is the 
existence of the household to which he especially objects; 
he would object to it, even if the household were supported 
out of a common stock 1. My wife-my children-my 
relatives-my clan, phratry, or tribe-to these terms used 
in any exclusive sense he objects. He retains the words 
· father,' · son,' 'brother,' but expands their application, so 
that all exclusiveness of meaning would practically pass 
from them. He seems to hope that relationship would 
thus be rendered powerless for harm. ' The guardians,' he 
claims (Rep. 464 D), 'will be free from those quarrels of 
which property, or children, or relations are the occasion.' 
His language here evidently betrays a consciousness that 
all causes of disharmony would not be removed, and it is 
obvious that even in the ideal State of Plato a guardian 
would feel the misfortunes of a friend far more than those 
of one who was not a friend. 

Aristotle, however, does not pause, as he might have 
done, to point out that Plato's remedy for sectional feeling 
is after all only a partial one, even from his own point of 
view. He argues the question on its merits, \Yhich is, no 
doubt, the most instructive way of treating it. 

His objections to the scheme of a community in women 
and children seem to be, in the main, the following :-

( l) He questions the end which Plato set before the 
State; and this on two grounds-

A. The State cannot be made as completely one as 
the individual, or it can be so, only at the cost of its own 
existence. The State is held together, not by contrivances 

1 This is the tenour of his 
language in the Republic ; in the 
Politicus, however, he speaks of 
marriage and common offspring, 

as among, not indeed the divine, 
but the human guarantees of 
union for States (310 B). 
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for impressing on it the sort of unity which obtains in 
the individual, but by justice and virtue in its members 
(2. 2. 1261 a 30: cp. 2. 5. 1263 b 36 sq.), which must be 
called into existence by the lawgiver. Whether Aristotle 
quite appreciates the meaning with which Plato used the 
expression, •the maximum unity of the State' -whether he 
is right in conceiving Plato to use it in a sense conflicting 
with the inevitable plurality in number and diversity in 
kind of the individuals composing the State, is another 
question. A little later on, as we shall see, he rightly con
strues Plato's •unity' as equivalent to ' unanimity.' 

B. Not the maximum of unity, but the maximum of 
self-completeness is the true end of the State. Here, again, 
we feel that unanimity in no way conflicts with self-com
pleteness, though we also feel that Aristotle's dictum is 
a profound one, and more far-reaching than he was perhaps 
himself aware. It explains how the large national State 
of modern times has come to take the place of the small 
city-State of antiquity. 

(2) He questions the means which Plato adopts to secure 
his end. Plato's citizens will indeed say 'mine' and 'not 
mine' of the same thing (&µa), but they will so speak 
collectively, not individually. When, for instance, all say 
of the same child 'this is my child,' they will only mean 
' this is my child in a collective sense,' not ' this is my own 
child.' That is all that the scheme will secure, and that in 
no way contributes to unanimity (ovo'Ev oµ.ovo7JnK6v). We 
note that here Aristotle understands the ·unity' spoken of 
by Plato as equivalent to 'unanimity' ( oµ.6vow), whereas in 
the preceding argument he had treated it as equivalent to 
mathematical unity 1• 

(3) Leaving on one side the question of end and means, 
Aristotle goes on to advance other objections 2 to the 

1 We also note that Aristotle's 
only illustration of ' all saying 
"mine" and "not mine" of the 
same thing' is taken from child
ren, whereas it would seem from 
Rep. 462-3 that Plato is thinking 

VO-L, I. 

rather of events, joyful or the 
reverse, occurring to members of 
the community. 

2 See Cicero's apparent repro
duction of them in de Rep. 4· S· S· 

M 
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scheme of a community in women and children. It will 
diminish the amount of care and attention given to them 1, 
for things held in common receive less attention than things 
held in severalty, and here too the very number of common 
children, and the citizen's uncertainty what individuals 
really stand in this relation to him, will add to the diffi
culty. It will also diminish 'closeness of connexion' 
(olKELOT1J~) within the State, and make affection (<f>iA.ta) weak 
and watery; it will relieve relatives of their duties to each 
-0ther and lessen the chance of their getting help from 
each other ; it will leave no room for the exercise of tem
perance ( <Tw<f>poa1lv11 ), in relation at least to women (Pol. 2. 

5. 1263 b 9). Certain religious and moral difficulties are 
also raised-such as the probability of incest, parricide, etc., 
occurring between relatives not known by each other to 
be relatives 2, and no expiations (A.v<TEL~) being forthcoming, 
as in similar cases at present 3• Nor will Aristotle admit 
the practicability of effectually concealing relationship, 
which will be betrayed by likeness, and also by the revela
tions of those who are charged by the State with the 
transfer of children from one class to another. 

Aristotle does not apply to the proposal of a community 
in women and children one criticism which he passes on 
that of a community in property-that it will take away 
a source of pleasure-though this argument might certainly 
be here too urged with truth, and no one would feel its 
truth more than Aristotle 4• In many of the criticisms 
which he does make there is much weight. It is probably 
true that warmth of affection would be impaired in a 
society which, though nominally united by ties of relation
ship, would practically be an 'unitized' society. It is of 
course also true that things held in common receive less 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 10. 10. I 180 b 
11 sq. 

2 Plato probably hopes to pre
vent this by the regulations as to 
relationship, Rep. 461 D, which, 
however, would fail of their effect 
where the exact age was unknown. 

3 The thing was known to occur 

already : cp. Clem. Alex. Paed. ,;. 
3. p. 265 Potter (quoted by Mar
quardt, Rom. Alterth. 7. r. 8r. 6), 
7Tmal 7Topvev<ravn Kai µax"'A.wums 
8vyarpauiv dyvo~uavrn 7TOAAaKts 
µlyvvvrat 7TaripH, ov µeµ.vl'}µ.ivo' 
TWV EKre8ivrwv 7Tad)lwv. 

4 Eth. Nie. 8. 14. u62 a 24. 
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attention than things not so held. Yet Aristotle himself 
proposes that the State shall own land and slaves, and that 
the education of boys shall be managed by State-officers 
as a matter of common concern. He does not explain 
how it is that in these matters he has no fear of ·neglect' 
occurring. 

It is remarkable that the defence of the Household 
against Plato in the Second Book contains no reference to 
the statement of the First Book that the Household exists 
by nature, though one would have thought that if th.is is 
a fact, it ought to be decisive. The claims of the House
hold are rested in the First Book partly on its necessity, 
partly on its value as a source of virtue and good life in 
women, children, and slaves. If in the Second Book Aris
totle adds a reference to its services in promoting affection 
in the State, the new point of view is suggested to him by 
Plato's error in considering it a source of discord. The 
value of Relationship apart from the Household is a topic 
that emerges only in the Second Book 1• 

Aristotle's criticisms on the plan of a community of 
property are not very dissimilar from his criticisms on the 
plan of a community in women and children. He evi
dently feels, however, that there is more to be said for the 
former than the latter 2• He wholly rejects the one, while 
he allows that the other has certain advantages 3• But 

1 Aristotle approaches very 
near to, but does not perhaps 
actually use, an argument used 
by Burke in his Reflections on 
the Revolution in France (Works, 
2. 467 Bohn). 'We begin our 
public affections in our families. 
No cold relation is a zealous 
c1t1zen. We pass on to our 
neighbourhoods and our habitual 
provincial connexions. These 
are inns and resting-places ... 
The love to the whole is not 
extinguished by this subordinate 
partiality. Perhaps it is a sort 
of elemental training to those 
higher and more large regards.' 

2 Cp. Cic. de Rep. 4. 5. 5: de 
patrimoniis tolerabile est, licet 
sit injustum ; nee enim aut obesse 
cuiquam debet, si sua industria 
plus habet, aut prodesse, si sua 
culpa minus. Sed, ut dixi, potest 
aliquo modo ferri. Etiamne con
juges, etiamne liberi communes 
erunt? 

3 2. 5. 1263 a 24, E~fL yap TO fl; 
Uflc/>OTEpwv ayaBov· A.Eyw (!£~ TO €~ 
ciµcpoT(pwv rO EK roil K<>tvlH flvat -rO.r 
KTryCTH> Kat To EK Tov l(!{as. J:Ie 
probably means that commumty 
of property would exclude the 
possibility of absolute want. 
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then these advantages can be secured in a less objection
able way. For there are many objections to a community 
of property. First, it involves that community in all things 
human ( av8pwmKa ?Tavra), down to the Smallest matters 
and matters of everyday recurrence, which more than any
thing else tries men's temper and leads to quarrels 1 ; next, 
it sacrifices that increase of efficiency, which results when 
men are set to work at that which is their own ( 7rpos Towv 

EKa<rrov 1TpocnopEvovros, 1 263 a 28) 2- It thus effects at 
a great cost what can be effected at no cost at all; for the 
legislator, as the example of the Lacedaemonian and other 
States proves, can produce in the minds of his citizens 
a readiness to make that which is severally owned avail
able in use to others ; and if he does this, he has done 
all that community of property can do. A third dis
advantage is that there is a loss of pleasure when men 
are deprived of the right of calling something their own 3 ; 

the pleasure is lost that results from the gratification of 
that natural and universal love of self which is only cen
sured when it is excessive, and also the pleasure that 
results from aiding and gratifying friends. 

At this point ( r 263 b 7) Aristotle passes from criticisms 
applicable to community of property only to others which 
apply to both forms of communism, and we see from his 
language ( r 26 3 b 7, ro'is A.tav &v 1TOLova-L r~v ?Toi\w ), how 
closely his objections to communism are connected with 
the attempt to intensify overmuch the unity of the State. 
The State is a Kowwvla, but it should not be a KOLvwvta in 
all things human, in everything that can possibly be shared 
(2. r. 1261 a 2 sq.): the common element in a State, we 
learn elsewhere, is, above all, a constitution (3. 3. r 276 b 

1 It is thus that small matters 
are often the occasion of civil 
disturbance (7 (5). 4. 1303 b 17). 

" ' Sir W. Siemens said that if 
any invention lay in the gutter, it 
should be given to a separate 
owner, that he might have an 
interest in its furtherance and 

development ' (Letter of B. in 
Times, Jan. 23, 1884). 

8 Est aliquid quocunque loco, 
quocunque recessu, 

U nius sese dominum fecisse 
lacertae. 

Juv. 3. 230. 
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I sq.), and a common constitution means a common plan 
of life (6 (4). 11. r295 a 40: cp. 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 35). 

A few remarks, applicable to communism in both its 
forms, wind up Aristotle's discussion of the subject. Its 
superficial promise of peace is an illusion. If much that 
is evil would disappear with severalty of property, much 
that is good would also be lost. Life would not be worth 
living in Plato's State (1263 b 29). It was the choice of 
a false end for the State-the utmost possible unity-that 
led Socrates astray. The State must not be made 'one' 
at the cost of its essential characteristic of •plurality' 
('11),~80>); the unifying agency must be education. After 
an appeal to the evidence of history 1 against Plato's 
scheme, Aristotle adds that Plato would find, if he made 
the experiment, that a State cannot be brought into exist
ence without tribal and other divisions incompatible with 
a too strictly constituted unity. The State, it is implied, 
is not a mathematical unit, but a Whole consisting of differ
entiated parts held together by virtue. Not the maximum 
of unity in the sense of community in everything, but 
virtue, is the end at which the legislator should aim. Unity 
will come with virtue, not otherwise. This is the burden of 
the chapters on Communism. It is evide:1t that Aristotle's 
argument against Communism i:-; primari,y an argument 
against 'unitarian' Communism, though many of his objec
tions apply to the Communism with which we are familiar. 

Some of them would be more in place if Aristotle 
himself recognized no common property in his State. His 
shrewd anticipation of social discord in societies where 
property is held in common, seems hardly to be borne 
out by experience, if we may judge by recorded or existing 
cases of common ownership. To his argument that pro-

1 Though Aristotle takes notice 
of various forms of Communism, 
or approximate Communism, in 
relation to land and its produce, 
prevailing among certain bar
barian races, he is not aware how 
important a part the modified 

Communism of the Village Com
munity has played in the history 
of mankind ; still less is he 
acquainted with the story of its 
general, though gradual, rejection 
and abandonment. 
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prietary right ('the magic of property,' as we say) increases 
the care devoted to things, it may be added that it stimu
lates industry by the hope which it holds forth of an 
assured reward. A communistic society could not appeal 
to hope to the same extent. The argument that some 
pleasures, and opportunities for the exercise of some virtues, 
would cease to exist in a communistic society, is deserving 
of notice. The test of the satisfactoriness of institutions 
in the Laws of Plato had been their favourableness to 
virtue (705 E: 770 C-771 A: 836 D): it is interesting 
to observe that Aristotle takes pleasure also into account 1• 

The question, indeed, may be raised, whether the mere 
fact that an institution is productive of pleasure, or of par
ticular kinds of virtue, is decisive in its favour. May we 
not fairly ask for proof that it is productive of more plea
sure or more virtue, than of the opposites to pleasure and 
virtue, or of more pleasure or virtue than would exist 
without it? Bull-fighting is no doubt productive of some 
kinds of virtue ; yet is this a decisive argument in its 
favour 2 ? We discern, however, in the background of 
Aristotle's reasoning a principle of importance-that the 
institutions of the State should satisfy the permanent and 
universal tendencies of human nature: it seems to be im
plied that these tendencies are sure to be sound, if kept 
within due bounds (I 263 a 41 sq.). The legislator must 
recognize and accept them, and find a place for them in 
his scheme; he must not try to eradicate them. The State 
is intended to fulfil man's nature, not to do violence to it ; 
and just as the nature of the individual must be respected, 
so must the nature of the State. No attempt must be 
made to impress on it an uncongenial degree of unity. 
The industrial value of the institution of several property
the part it has played and is playing in the subjugation 
of Nature by man-is, of course, not dwelt on by Aristotle. 

1 In the same spirit he makes 
the pleasurableness of music an 
argument in its favour (5 ( 8 ). 5. 
1339 b 25 sqq.). 

" It may also be argued that 

though certain forms of virtue 
might disappear under a Com
munistic regime, they might be 
replaced by others of equal or 
greater worth. 
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What is present to his mind is the influence of the insti
tution on the individual, not on the fortunes of the race. 
The same defect appears in his view of the State, which 
he holds to exist, not in any degree for the benefit of 
mankind, but solely for the benefit of its members. So 
again, it is less the industrial, than the political and ethical, 
bearings of Communism that are present to his mind. 
Workers in modern societies sigh for some relief from 
crushing industrial competition and often seek it in Com
munism, but excessive competition is a social ailment of 
which Aristotle is altogether unconscious. 

Nor does he anywhere recognize the undoubted element 
of truth contained in Plato's rejection of the Household and 
Several Property. He seems to hold that there are no 
drawbacks connected with either institution, which a cor
rect system of rearing and education, acting on well
constituted natures, is not fully capable of obviating. His 
arguments against community of property, again, though 
directed against its fitness to form the base of an entire 
social system, are so unqualified that they might be em
ployed against its use in minor societies within a State. 
It may well be, however, that Plato's error lay, not so 
much in his belief in the possibility and advantageousness 
of an union in which the individual life should be lost and 
merged in that of the whole, but rather in his setting it 
forth as the standard to which political society ought to 
conform, if possible, everywhere. The regime which is out 
of place in a State may be salutary in a monastic com
munity. 

It should be noticed also that the proprietary right which 
Aristotle defends is the bare right of several property, apart 
from the right of inheritance, which stands equally in need of 
explanation and defence. And then again, while he defends 
the institution of several property, he is apparently in favour 
of limiting the amount held by individuals, and he marks 
out with some care the ways in which property is to be 
acquired and used. We note, further, that in his best 
State the right of owning land is confined to the citizens-
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men who have received a careful moral training and are 
likely to use it aright. Aristotle is as little an unqualified 
defender of the right of several property as he is of 
Slavery. 

The question of Communism has never been discussed 
with a closer reference to the end for which human society 
exists. Communism is held by Aristotle to spoil and 
impoverish human life, to rob men of opportunities of 
virtuous activity and harmless enjoyment, and thus to 
diminish happiness: this is his main reason for rejecting 
it. In effect, he rests the institutions of the Household and 
Several Property on their true basis-their value to man as 
a means to perfect life, or, in modern language, as a means 
of civilization. 

Sketch of Aristotle, then, declares in favour of the Household. The 
the Greek 
household Greek household does not, however, escape without some 
as Plato modification at his hands. It will be best first to cast a hasty 
and Aris-
totle found glance at the Greek household as Aristotle found it, before 
it. we go on to study his conception of wnat it ought to be. 

In the view of the Greeks, a man's first duty to his house
hold was to perpetuate it by marriage. The gods of the family 
must not lose their worship; the ranks of the clan (y€vos), 
phratry, tribe, and State must not be thinned. Indeed, the 
begetting of offspring was, for the father himself, a means of 
immortal existence1

• Views of this kind may often have 
been a source of over-population, and thus of pauperism and 
even of political danger, in ancient Greece, for the prejudices 
of the Greeks made the practice of many branches of in
dustry and trade distasteful to them, while emigration 
involved the loss of the valuable rights of a citizen. It 
is easy to understand how the poorer citizens, in States in 
which they were the masters, often came to quarter them
selves on the public revenues to a considerable extent. It 
is easy, again, to understand how the exposure of children, 

1 Cp. Plato, Laws 721 B-C : baum's note on the first named 
773 E : and Aristot. de Gen. An. passage. 
2. 2. 731 b 31 sqq. See Stall-

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



AS PLATO AND ARISTOTLE FOUND IT. 169 

and especially of female children, was not uncommon ; and 
how at length, at Athens, Antipater found that out of 
21,000 citizens only 9000 possessed property in excess of 
the value of 2000 drachmas 1 • The first problem, then, in 
reference to the household was how to adjust its rate of 
reproduction to the interests of the community. 

Another common view as to the household made the main 
function of its head the increase of its substance. Many, 
as we have seen, almost or altogether identified the Science 
of Supply with the Science of Household Management, and 
Xenophon in the Oeconomicus had gone so far as to put 
this view into the mouth of Socrates. OvKovv, EcpYJ o ~w
KpaTYJs, E7rl<TT~fl'Y]S µEv TWO<; EOO(Ev ~µ'iv ovoµa Eivai ~ olKovoµCa· 
C ~' ' f ~I 'rJ... I ? V ~I Jtt ,, e 7J UE E11'L<TT1Jfl'Y/ aVTTJ E'f'aLVETO, ll OLKOV<; uvvavTaL av~ELV av pwnoi· 

"' 1>' ' ~ '"' ' " ~ ' ' (X 0 OLKO<; uE TJP.W E'f'aWETO 011'Ep KTTJ<TL<; T/ <TVP,11'a<ra en. econ. 
6. 4). It is true that Xenophon is here rather interpreting 
the word olKovoµCa than attempting to determine which of 
the functions of the head of the household is the highest 
and most truly characteristic; elsewhere he fully recog
nizes the educational responsibilities of the parent (Oecon. 
7. 12). Still he not only tolerates but commends that un
limited quest of wealth which Aristotle condemns-at any 
rate he does so, when an unselfish and liberal use is made of 
what is acquired. His Cyrus says in the Cyropaedia (8. 2. 

) 
,,,, '',, ' ' ' ,, < ,,,, ' 20 sqq. : al\/\ ELp.L a11'1\T]<TTO<; Kayw w<rnEp oi UJ\l\oi XPT/flaTwv· 

~I>' ' I> "'' I> ~ ~ ' , " < ' , T'[/UE YE fJ-EVTOL uia'f'EPELV µoi vOKW TWV 71'1\EL<TTWV, OTL oi flEV, E11'EL-

oav TWV apKOVVTWV 11'EpiTTa KT~<TWVTaL, Ta µ'Ev aVTWV KaTOpVTTOV<J"L, 

Ta OE KaTa<r~71'0V<rL, Ta OE ••• cpvA.aTTOVTE<; np&.yµara EXOV<TLV ••• 

Eyw o' V11'YJpETW µ'Ev TOt<; BEot<; KaL opEyoµai UEL nA.ELovwv· E71'ELOav 

OE KT~<rwµai, &v LOW 11'EpLTTa OVTa TWV EfJ-OL apKOVVTWV, TOVTOL<; Ta<; 
' ' I> , ~ "' ,, , t ~ ' \ ';-. ' ' ~ T EVvELa<; TWV 'f'i1\WV Es,aKovµai, Kai 'Tfl\OVTL!:,WV Kai EVEPYETWV 
, e , ,, 't , ~ ~ '"' ,, , , , av pwnov<; EVVOiav E\, avTWV KTwµai KaL 'f'i1\LaV, Kai EK TOVTWV 

Kapnovµai a<rcp&.A.ELaV KaL EVKAELaV 2• 

1 Diod. 18. 18. 
i See L. Schmidt, Ethik der 

alten Griechen, 2. 380, who com
pares Xen. Oecon. l r. 9. The 
passage quoted in the text makes 
it abundantly clear that Cyrus' 

object in acqnmng is to give 
away; some of his friends, in fact, 
say of him (Cyrop. 8. 4._31)-ovx 
o Kvpov rporros rowvro> oios- XPT/f-La
r{(w-Bai, dA.Aa (Jt&ov> µ0.A.'Aov ~ 
KrwµEvo> ~(!ETai : and Cyrus says 
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Apart, however, from prepossessions as to the main func
tion of the household, its constituent relations, those of 
husband and wife, father and child, master and slave, 
tended to vary considerably. It was only, indeed, in bar
barian communities that the wife was commonly the slave 
(Pol. I. 2. 1252 b 5), or else the tyrant (2. 9. 1269 b 24 sq.), 
of her husband, or that the father's authority over his son 
became a despotism (Eth. Nie. 8. l 2. I I 60 b 27' ~v fUp<TaLs o' 
< ~ \ I ~ ' < 5' I\ ~ < I ) t 'Y/ rov narpos rvpavviKrJ' xpwvrai yap ws uOVl\OLS rois VLE<TLV ; ye 
even in Greek States these relations were far from being the 
same under different constitutions or e\'en in different classes 
of society. In oligarchies the sons and wives of the ruling 
class were greatly over-indulged (7 (5)· 9. 1310 a 22: 6 (4). 
i5. 1300 a 7); in the tyranny and extreme democracy the 
'domination of women and over-indulgence of slaves' ( yvvai

KoKpada Kat oov1\wv liVE<TLS, 7 (5). I I. 1313 b 32 sq.) are Said 
to prevail 1 

: at Sparta also, though for quite other reasons, 
women were over-powerful ( 2. 9. I 269 b 3 I), and the large 
dowries which were the natural concomitant of this state of 
things added in their turn to the evil. In households of 
the poorer class, again, the wife and children were neces
sarily employed as attendants ( aKoA.ov8oi), no slaves being 
kept (8 (6). 8. 1323 a 5); and here the wife could not 
possibly be confined to the house (6 (4). 15. 1300 a 6). 
The whole aspect of the household consequently altered. 

In the average household of the better class at Athens, 
the wife was often married at the age of fourteen or fifteen 
(Xen. Oecon. 7. 5), after a maidenhood spent in the recesses 
of her father's house, from which, in the city at all events, 
she only rarely emerged 2 ; robbed as a girl of her due 
share of air and exercise, white-complexioned beside her 
sunburnt father and brothers who spent their lives in the 
open air, or even beside women and girls of the poorer 
class, delicate in comparison with the strong-limbed maidens 

himself to his friends (ibid. 8. 4. 
36)-ravrn, 6i avopH, arravra OfL 
vµ.~>' O~OEV µ.aAf...011 /µ.a ryyftCT8at ~ 
Kat vµ.ETfpa K.T.A. 

1 Cp. Plato, Rep. 563 B. 

2 In Lysias c. Sim. c. 6, the 
daughters of the speaker's sister 
had been so quietly and decorously 
brought up that they blushed even 
to be seen by their relations ! 
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(}f Sparta ; taught to weave and to command her appetite 1, 
and perhaps also to read, write, and cipher 2, but necessarily 
relying much on her husband (as we see from Xenophon's 
Oeconomicus) for any real assistance in the development 
of her character and intelligence. The natural quickness 
of the race, however, would make a little experience go 
a long way. 

In matters of property, the Attic law was not unkind 
to females, for though the sons alone inherited where sons 
there were, daughters often received liberal portions or 
dowers, and these remained available for their supporta, if 
on the death of the husband the widow preferred to leave 
his house, which she sometimes did even when there were 
children of the marriage4, while, if she did not, she had a 
claim for alimony on her sons 5• The dower was also re
turned by the husband, if he put away his wife. The 
husband, on receiving it at the time of the marriage, gave 
the family of his bride some tangible security for it 6, the re
venues of which he continued to receive, though he must no 
doubt have been unable to alienate it without their consent. 
As the husband could divorce his wife at a moment's notice 

1 Xen. Oecon. 7. 6. 
2 Xenophon makes no mention 

of Ischomachus' wife having been 
taught these things, but Oecon. 
9. 10 (a passage to which Mr. 
Evelyn Abbott has drawn my at
tention) seems to imply that she 
could at any rate read an inven
tory. Goll ( Kulturbilder 3. 328) 
holds that girls' education did just 
reach this point. 'Kept out of the 
way of all public instruction, and 
pent within doors which seldom 
opened for them, the girls learnt 
from their mothers and nurses the 
arts of spinning, weaving, and sew
ing, and that of cookery in its 
higher forms, adding to these ac
complishments at the utmost a 
rudimentary knowledge of reading 
and writing.' Perhaps they were 
not always taught reading and 
writing, for we find Theophrastus 
insistingthatgirls should be taught 

these subjects, though not beyond 
the limit of household exigencies 
(Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 864. 3). 

3 The dower in this case re
verted to the Kupw~ of the wife, 
and he was bound to support 
her. 

4 Demosth.in Boeot. de Dote p. 
JOJO. The remarriage of widows 
appears to have been common at 
Athens. Plato recommends, on 
the contrary, that 'when a man 
dies leaving a sufficient number 
of children, the mother of his 
children shall remain with them 
and bring them up,' unless ' she 
appears to be too young to remain 
fitly unmarried ' (Laws 930 C). 

5 [Demosth.] in Phaenipp. p. 
1047. 

6 Where the dowry was large, 
this cannot have been possible 
unless the bridegroom had at 
least equal means. 
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by simply turning her out of the house, dowers were almost 
a necessity of married life at Athens. The position of a 
dowerless wife was so precarious that it was little better 
than that of a concubine. But then the system of dowers, 
no doubt, gave additional facilities to divorce, and when the 
dowry was considerable, the wife was commonly thought 
to be likely to be overbearing and the husband to be 
unduly subservient (Plato, Laws 774 C). For this and other 
reasons Plato thinks it best to abolish dowries (Laws 
742 C: 774 C sq.), and to reserve the right of divorce 
for the State (Laws 929 E sqq.). 

The dowry system, as practised at Athens, and very 
probably in Greece generally\ evidently tended to main
tain a connexion between the wife and her father's family; 
her entrance into her husband's house was not irrevocable, 
and Dionysius of Halicarnassus has good ground for the 
contrast which he draws 2 between Greek wedlock and 
wedlock as he describes it in the earlier days of Rome, 
when both dower and wife passed irrevocably to the hus
band, marriage being indissoluble, and the dower not 
reclaimable by action at law. The wife, in fact, in early 
Rome became once for all a member of her husband's 
family, 'a complete participant both in property and sacred 
rites' (Kowwvo~ anlwrwv XP7J/MlrWV TE Kal ~Epwv), and inherited 
from her husband just as a daughter would. 

After marriage, the care of the children, the supervision 
of the slaves, and the general management of a household 
in which much that we buy was probably made at home, 
would leave but little spare time to the wife. She would 
now be freer to pass the threshold of the house, accom
panied, no doubt, by one or more female slaves-would 
appear at marriage feasts and the family gatherings which 
answered to our christenings, take part in funeral proces
sions, and be present at some State festivals, especially at 
festivals confined to her sex. But the husband would be 

1 Dionysius of Halicarnassus 
(Ant. Rom. 2. 25) seems to have 
the Greek household in view 

generally, and not to be thinking 
of the Attic household only. 

2 Ant. Rom. 2. 25. 
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much away from home during the day1, and both for this 
reason and because the only servants were slaves, it was 
well that the wife should leave the house but little-indeed, 
apart from this, the proper place for the wife was felt to be 
the home. Many women seem to have hugged their 
fetters; Plato speaks of the sex in the Laws (78I A, C) 
as loving darkness and seclusion, and anticipates some 
difficulty in prevailing on women to come forth into the 

light of day. The poorer sort of women were comparatively 
free from these disabilities, and it was a social distinction 
to be subject to them. The men, with their heads full of 
politics and war, would feel that if they were themselves 
not domestic in their tastes, others must be so for 
them, and that the indoor life of Greek \vomen was the 
natural complement of the outdoor life of Greek husbands 
and fathers ; but the race was too aspiring to do full justice 
to a woman's life, especially after the improvement in male 
education and the increase in the interest of Greek politics 
which mark the fifth century before Christ. It was seldom 
that Greek wives, elsewhere than in the Lacedaemonian 
State (Pol. 2. 9. 1269b 31), invaded the men's domain and 

made their influence felt in the political field, though tyrannies 
and extreme democracies seem sometimes to have found it 
worth their while to court their good will (7 (5). II. 1313 b 
32 sqq.); more often they consoled themselves by indulg
ing in religious enthusiasm 2, to the dismay of men like Me

nander's Misogynist, who complains (Misog. fr. 4 and 5): 

'Emrpi{3ovaw ~p.os ol BEol 

p.6.>..iura rov> yryp.avra•· dd yap nva 

ayELll EopTqll fCTT' d11ayK'}, 

1 Xen. Oecon. 3. iz, euriv <Ircr 
a>..>..w TWV CT11"ovf!afo)JI 71"Adw lmrpE7rEH' 
;, Ti/ yvvaLKL j Ov6Evl, ecf>ry. ''Eun (!£ 

or<p ll\6.uuova f!iaAEyrJ ;, rfj yv11a1Kl j 
El (!€ ,_,.;,, OU 71"0AAOL> yE, €¢11. 

2 Cp. Plato, Laws 909 E ; Plu
tarch, Praecept. Conjug. c. 19. 
Plutarch's picture of the interior 
of a yv11mKw111n> is not a very 
cheerful one-e7rELTa Kal ..pE!,ork 
lan To EV8vp.E1v Tov> p.~ 7rOAAa 

7rpaaaovm>' Ef!et yap £VBvp.oTipa> 
£lvai yv11C1tKa> dvf!pwv, ol1<0vpi~ ra 
11"0>..>..a avvovaa>" vwl oe op.iv {3opia> 

fiia 7rapBEVLK~> arra>..oxpoo> OU 
f!16.ryuiv, 

c,, cf>ryaw 'Ha[ooo>' Av7rai f!€ Kal 
rapax"l Kat KaKo8vp.lai f!d1 (ry>..oTv
'll"La> Kat OELaiomp.ovia> Kat cpiAonp.ia> 
KaL K.EVfi>v ao~Wv, Ouas- oVK &v EL1TOL TLS", 

El> r~v ywmKwv'inv v7roppiov<T111 (De 
Tranq. Animi, c. 2). 
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and again: 
'EBuoµ.Ev li£ 7rEVTclf<lS' TTjS' Tjµ.ipaS', 
l1<vµ.(36.Xi(;ov li' fora B•paTraivai KuKA<f" 
al li' wA6Xv(;ov. 

On the other hand, the wife had often to complain of her 
husband's unfaithfulness, which escaped with little censure 
in a society based on slavery 1• If we may judge, however, 
from Aristotle's testimony to the prevalence of' feminine 
ascendency' and the 'over - indulgence of women' in 
extreme democracies, which is borne out by that of Plato 
(Rep. 563 B: cp. Laws 774 C), the Athenian wife was as 
often the oppressor as the oppressed. It was the fashion 
to give considerable dowries 2, and consequently the wife 
had her husband a good deal in her power, for a 
divorce entailed the withdrawal, not only from him, but 
also apparently from the children, of revenues which 
they could in many cases ill afford to lose. A change in 
the position of the wife may well have come about, as 
L. Schmidt points out 3, in the period which commences 
with Alexander, when the loss of political freedom con
tributed with other causes to divert men's minds in some 
degree from politics and to give increased prominence to 
family life. The old traditions would also be less powerful 
in the great new cities, which now became the most con
spicuous centres of Greek life 4

• 

As to the relation of parent and child, Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus tells us that in Greece ' children were often 
guilty of unseemly conduct to their fathers 5 '; he is not 
satisfied with the temporary authority which was all that 
Greek custom conceded to the father, ceasing with the 
second year after puberty or at marriage or with enrolment 

1 See L. Schmidt, 2. 194 sqq. 
Even Plutarch's language on this 
point is not quite what we should 
expect (Conj. Praec. c. 16). 

See Boeckh, Public Economy 
of Athens, E.T. pp. 483 and 514. 

3 2. 426. 
t L. Schmidt contrasts the 

freedom with which Gorgo and 

Praxinoe, in the I 5th Idyll of 
Theocritus, find their way about 
Alexandria, with Athenian custom 
(2. 427). 

5 Ant. Rom. 2. 26, TroAAa Iv 
"EXA17aw V7rO TEKVwv ELS' TraripaS' 
aO"X'JfJ-oviirn1. Compare Plato, Rep. 
562 E. 
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in the public registers, nor again with the comparatively 
moderate penalties for disobedience which Greek law 
permitted the father to inflict, such as expulsion from 
the home or disinheritance. He prefers a fuller paternal 
authority, more nearly resembling the Roman patria 
potestas. Greek law, it is true, regarded the father rather 
as 'the natural guardian and administrator of the common 
property of the household 1,' than as its absolute owner, 
but the powers it conferred on him were not perhaps 
insufficient, and the remedy was probably to be sought 
in an improvement of the training of the parents, and 
especially of the mother, and in making her more of a 
spiritual force in the household. Loved and honoured she 
was already: 

OvK €uriv oii&€v µ.71rpos ~&iov riKvois· 
lpau µ.71rp6s, 1ra'i&es, ws ouK lur' €pws 
TOLOUTOS at..t..os, oTos ~&iwv lpav, 

says one of Euripides' characters in a fragment of the 
Erechtheus preserved by Stobaeus (Floril. 79. 4); but 
another says, 

'AA.A.' iur', lµ.ol µ.€v ooros oiiK €urai v6µ.os 
ro 11-'7 c.v ue, µ.aup, 7rporrcpit..ij viµ.Hv de£ 
Kat TOU &irniov Kat TOKWV TWV uwv xapiv· 
udpyw '6€ rov cpvuavra rwv 1Tavrwv {:Jporwv 
µ.a}uuB'· opi(w TOVTO, Kat UV 11-'7 ¢B6vei, 
Keivov yap £gi(3t..aurov· ol'd' &v els dvryp 
yvvatKOS au'dryuEtev, dt..t..Q. TOU Trarp6s 2• 

And thus, while Xenophon, in his kindly Oeconomicus, 
fully recognizes her as the colleague of the father in the 
education of the children 3, the writer of the (so-called) first 

1 C. F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 
3. § I I. The Attic father had, how
ever, the right to renounce his son 
by proclamation through a herald 
and so to disinherit him-a right 
which Plato in the Laws makes 
over to the whole kith and kin on 
the father's proposition (g28-9); 
and his unchecked power of gift 
}VOuld be an additional security 
for his authority over his children. 
Plato's reform of the paternal 

renunciation anticipates in some 
degree the change in the law, 
which, in Lucian's day, permitted 
the renounced son to appeal 
against his father's decision to 
a dicastery (see Lucian's 'A1ToK71-
pvrr6µ.evos, c. 8 ). 

2 Stob. Flori!. 79. 27. 
3 Oecon. 7. 12. Plato in the 

Laws is for adding to the powers 
of the mother: see Stallbaum's 
note on Laws 774 E. 
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book of the Oeconomics falsely attributed to Aristotle, 
thoughtful as he is, appears to leave her only the function 
of rearing the child, and to claim for the father the task of 
educating it (Oecon. r. 3. 1344 a 7). On the whole, she was 
hardly one of the heads of the household (except when the 
accident of a great dowry made her too potent), and its only 
real head was for a large part of the day an absentee. The 
gentler influence for good in the household is often not the 
least powerful, but it had no proper place made for it 
in Greece. Greek civilization did not give women an 
adequate training, or call for enough from them : these 
were more serious faults than its contraction of their rights 
or of their freedom. The most glaring defects of the actual 
Greek household, in Aristotle's view, were, however, 
probably the insufficient preparation of its head for his 
functions and its ' Cyclopic ' freedom from State-guidance 
(Eth. Nie. 10. 10. 1180 a 24 sqq.). Each household was 
allowed to make of itself exactly what it liked, and to train 
its subordinate members in its own way, as if it did not 
matter to the State what training they received. 

It was unfortunate that in the Lacedaemonian State, in 
which women appear to have been least controlled and 
most powerful, they were, in the view of Aristotle at all 
events, worst. Lycurgus was believed to have tried to 
train the Lacedaemonian women in the same hardy habits 
as the men, but to have been foiled by their resistance 1 : 

at any rate, their life was in complete contrast to that 
of the men-luxurious and abandoned to every kind of 
vice (Pol. 2. 9. 1269 b 22). Aristotle does not distinctly 
mention the fact that they shared in youth the gymnastic 
training of the boys, but he may well be referring to it 
when he implies that they were trained to be 'fearless' 

1 Pol. 2. 9. 1270 a 6 sq.: cp. 
Plato, Laws 781 A, ({~avro~ roil 
vop.oefrov. Both Xenophon (de 
Rep. Lac. I. 3-4) and Plato (Laws 
806 A) speak of the girls of this 
State as receiving a gymnastic 
training-Plato, indeed, adds that 
they were also trained in ' music' 

(p.ovu11<i))-but this does not pre
vent the latter from regarding the 
women (with Aristotle) as 'unre
gulated by law,' the result being 
that 'many laxities had crept in 
(rroA.Aa rrapippEL) which law might 
have mended' (Laws 781 A). 
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( Opa<n5rriros, I 269 b 35); their fearlessness, however, he says, 
was of no use in household life, and broke down in war, 
as their conduct during the Theban invasion of Laconia 
showed. On the other hand, the Lacedaemonians, like 
many other military races, were very submissive to feminine 
influence; they gave their daughters large dowries, which 
the law left it in their power to do; nor did the State 
retain any control over the disposal of orphan heiresses 
in marriage. The result was that wealth came to be con
centrated in a few hands, that the number of proprietors 
and also of citizens dwindled, and that the greed for wealth, 
which was a f ea tu re of the Lacedaemonian character, 
was intensified in the few remaining citizens by the desire 
to provide the women with the means of lavish living. 
So great, in fact, was the power of the women that their 
influence made itself felt even in the administration of 
the shortlived Lacedaemonian empire. 

Aristotle's criticism of the institutions of this State in re
lation to women illustrates his remark (i. 13. 1260 b 15 sq.) 
as to the importance of training women to virtue, and to 
the kind of virtue most in accordance with the given con
stitution, for in this instance the defects of the women were 
among the causes which led to the deterioration of the 
men and the enfeeblement of the State. He seems to 
imply that the women should have been trained to tem
perance, and their habits of life better regulated. Whether 
he wished that women should have any further intellectual 
training than Greek women usually enjoyed in his day, we 
do not know; but he seems to have been in favour of giving 
them, probably through the medium of their fathers and 
husbands, some sort of moral education and also of regu
lating their habits of life within the household. The 
Lacedaemonian household, he evidently feels, was more 
actively prejudicial than any other form of the household 
known to Greece 1• 

1 Plutarch's lives of Agis and 
Cleomenes refer to a generation 
a century later than that of which 

VOL. I. ::-\ 

Aristotle speaks, but they show 
that the wealth and power of the 
Lacedaemonian women remained 
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Plato We may now turn to the question, how Plato and Aris-
abolishes 
the house- totle respectively deal with the Household. In the 
hold in the Republic, as we have already seen, Plato abolished the 
Republic 
and recon- household. In the Laws he retains it, but makes consider-
:~i~u~!!ts;n able changes in its arrangements, some of which are im
leaving it provements, while others, such as the institution of public 
even there · r d 
only a meal-tables for women and girls no less than ior men an 
somewhat boys, would have impaired its intimacy and probably its 
shadowy 
existence. influence. His plan, stated briefly, is to set not only women 

but also girls free from their enforced seclusion, and to 
call them forth into the light of day; to educate girls in 
much the same way as boys, though after six years of age 
apart from them 1 ; to open office in the State to women, 
or, at all events, any offices for which they have a special 
fitness; to admit them in some degree even to military 
service ; to postpone the age of marriage in the case of 
girls, so that they may be the fitter to be mothers ; to 
forbid dowries, both as tending to place wife and husband 
in a false relation to each other and as leading to the union 
of fortunes and the over-enrichment of a few ; to treat 
marriage as instituted less for the comfort or pleasure of the 
individuals composing the household, than for the end of 
providing the State with offspring fit in mind and body to 
become its citizens; and to make succession to the citizens' 

unbroken up to that time, and so far 
bear out Aristotle's account ; they 
reveal to us, however, some noble 
characters among them, not un
worthy of the influence they pos
sessed, and 'spiritual forces' in 
the fullest sense of the word. 
These lives are probably based 
on the history of Phylarchus, 
who took the side of Cleomenes 
and the Lacedaemonians against 
Aratus and the Achaeans (Polyb. 
2. 56), and was perhaps somewhat 
given to writing for effect; but 
ttlere may well have been women 
at Sparta to whom Aristotle's ge
neral judgment would not apply, 
both in his days and later. 

1 Both sexes are to be trained 

in the following studies, taken 
successively : - Riding, military 
exercises, and the use of warlike 
weapons ; wrestling, dancing un
der arms, recitation, and singing ; 
reading and writing, the use of 
the lyre, the rudiments of arith
metic, geometry, and astronomy. 
Plato knows, howe,·er, that the 
male and female character are 
not the same (802 D-E), and 
he will have different songs com
posed for the two sexes : males 
are to learn songs expressive of 
To µEyaXorrpmi> Kal To rrpo> T~" 
dv13pdav pirrov, females songs in 
which TO KOcrfJ-LOIJ Kai uw<fipov pre
dominates. 
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lots of land follow the rule of U nigeniture, in order that these 
may remain undivided, permission being given to the father 
to choose the son who is to succeed him, and care being 
taken that the other sons shall not want 1• Plato's language 
in Laws 909 D sqq. is wide enough to include the abolition 
of the domestic worship of Hestia at the household hearth 
and of other household gods: LEpa /..tr/OE Eis f.v loCais olKCais , , e e , s::' ,., ., , ,... J/ , , , s:: , ,, 
EKT1)0' w· VHV u orav E1/'t vovv l'[I rivi, 7rpos Ta U1)JJ-OO'ta LTW 

e I \ ,.., ( ,.... I \ ( I ' /",I ' e I 9 VO'WV, KaL TOlS lEpEVO'l TE Kal lEpEtalS EYX_Elpt.,,ETW Ta vµaTa, OLS 
, , , , ' , t, e ~, , , , " -!<. ·e, ayvELa TOVTWV E7TlJJ-fl\.1)S" O'VVEV(;aO' w uE avros TE Kat OS av E EA'[I 

µET' avTov tvvEVXEO'BaL. He appears to make the public 
places for sacrifice the only places for sacrifice, and the 
public priests and priestesses the only sacrificers. But this 
is not probably his intention, for in other passages of the 
Laws he evidently contemplates the continued existence of 
private rites (7I7 B: 785 A): his wish is to prevent the 
household becoming what it seems often to have been, the 
secret nursery of superstitious worships (909 E: 910 B); he 
probably does not mean to meddle with old-established 
cults, like those of Hestia and ZEvs EpKE'i:os or f.¢foTws. 

Plato is eager to flood the recesses of the Greek house
hold with the light of day, and partly with this end in view 
institutes public meals not only for the men and boys but 
also for the women and girls ( tvO'O'tTta o'E KaTEO'KEVaO'µEva EL1J 

xwpLS µ'Ev Ta TWV avopwv, f.yyh o' f.xoµwa Ta TWV avro'is olKdwv, 

7Ta[owv TE liµa 01)AElWV Kal TWV JJ-1)TEpwv avra'is, 806 E) 2• The 
members of the household described in the Laws would 
apparently be but little alone with each other, and not 
probably often at home except at night, for their meals 
would be taken in the public halls, the women and girls 
sitting apart from the men and boys 3• The household 

1 Plutarch (Comment. in Hesiod. no notice of the architectural 
c. 20) attributes a similar pre- arrangements of the Greek dwel
ference for Unigeniture to Ly- ling-house, which reflected so 
curgus-,,i}7roTE {Ji, <f>'lulv o ITXov- conspicuously the contrast be
rapxos, KalITXarwv foErat rcfi 'Hui6()Cf tween male and female life. One 
Kat S:E110Kpar1JS Kat AvKovpyos 1Cpo would have expected him to 
rovrwv· ot iravTEs ~ovro ()Eiv €11a insist on its reconstruction. 
KA1Jpo116µ.011 KnraA~1TELv. 8 Sir T. More adopts in his 

i It is curious that Plato takes Utopia the plan of common 

N2 
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would thus cease to be a body of persons supplied from 
a common store of their own ( oµoCJ"fovoL ), and the relations 
of husband and wife and of parent and child would pro
bably suffer some relaxation. Plato's pretty ideal picture 
(Laws 931 A) of the parents seated by the hearth like 
sacred statues among children who half worship them 
would perhaps hardly be realized in so scattered an unity 
as the household of the Laws. The State appears to take 
upon itself not only the physical and intellectual, but also 
the moral training of young and old, and to leave little for 
the household to do, except indeed to bring ' fools ' into 
the world and 'suckle' them 1• It would seem to escape 
abolition only to be condemned to a somewhat shadowy 
existence. 

Aristotle's With Aristotle's views as to the true organization of the 
view of the h h 1 1 · r 1 · W household ouse o d we are on y 1mpenect y acquamted. e get 
and it~ true many separate glimpses of them, but no continuous and 
orgamza- . H 1 · · h 
tion. systematic statement. e g ances at its structure m t e 

Fifth Book of the Nicomachean Ethics, and again in the 
Eighth Book; but Justice is the subject with which he is 
more immediately concerned in the former book, and 
Friendship in the latter. In the First Book of the Politics 
the question before him is not so much what is the true 
constitution of the household as who is the true house
holder; and we penetrate into the subject only far enough 
to ascertain the true relation of the head of the house
hold to wife, child, and slave. Even this topic is not fully 
treated, and cannot be so till the constitution is dealt with 
(I. i 3. i 260 b 8 sqq.). In the Second Book we are as much 

meals, but ranges men and women 
along opposite sides of the same 
table (Utopia, Jib. ii. p. 90, ed. 
Bas. 1518). 

1 Even mere babies of three 
years old, girls and boys alike, 
are to gather at the village-temples, 
and to be formed into dyiXm for 
games, under the control of women 
appointed by the State (Laws 

794 A). They are not even to 
play in families or under their 
mother's eye, when once over 
three. In fact, as mothers in 
the State of the Laws were to 
engage in the same pursuits as 
men and to take their meals at 
public meal-tables, some arrange
ment of this kind was almost 
necessary. 
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concerned with the family relation as with the household, 
and the whole question is approached from a different point 
of view. Then there is a chapter or two in the Fourth Book 
on the age of marriage and the management of young 
children. We have also the so-called First Book of the 
Oeconomics, which can hardly have been written by Aristotle, 
and the v6µoi avopos Kai. yaµET~S preserved only in a Latin 
translation (Val. Rose, Aristoteles Pseudepigraphus, p. 644 
sqq.), of the Greek original of which the same thing may 
be said. On the two latter documents, therefore, we can
not venture to rely. It is not, however, difficult to trace 
the general tendency of Aristotle's views. 

According to him, the household, like the State, comes 
into being for one end and exists for another. It begins in 
the impulses of reproduction and self-preservation, perhaps 
also in the impulse of sociality (&v8pwnos yap r'fi <f>v<TEL <Tvvova

<TTLKov µaA.A.ov ~ noAmK6v, Eth. Nie. 8. 14. II62 a 17); but, 
when thus brought into existence, it rises above these aims 
and exists for better things. It is not a mere means of recruit
ing the population; still less is it a mere means of heaping 
up wealth. If in the De Generatione Animalium (2. I. 731 b 
3 l sqq.) Aristotle regards reproduction as the path, for men 
no less than other animals, to immortality, this point of 
view disappears in the Politics. The household is, in its 
definitive form, a sort of younger sister of the State; good 
life is its aim, no less than it is that of the State ; it is, 
like the State, a Koivwv{a, though a less comprehensive and 
less noble Koivwvla; it is at once a group of friends, a body 
of rulers and ruled, and a school of moral training. It is a 
group of friends, ruled by the head of the household for 
their good, and especially for their growth in virtue ; vary
ing in the degree of their inequality, but all unequal, and 
some not even 'proportionately equal.' For the child and 
the slave are hardly subjects of right, and the latter is in 
strictness no member of the Kowwvta. This varying in
equality among the components of the household-this 
variation of the distance at which they respectively stand 
from the head-is a characteristic feature of the society, 
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and Aristotle insists on nothing so much as that these 
differences must be respected in its organization. The 
wife is not to be ruled as the child, nor the child as the 
slave. 

The tendency of the household is to inequality, that of 
the State to equality, absolute or proportionate (Pol. 6 (4). 

b (.! I\ St I < f\ 't " '> ' < I 
l I. l 295 25, i"OVl\ETaL vE yE 71 7TOALS E1; i<rwv Ewai Kai oµoiwv 

on µa/\.icrra). The household is ruled by a king, whereas 
the rule of a king is of rare occurrence in the fully developed 
State 1• The household is at once a less self-complete 
(2. 2. 1261 b 12), and a more intimate, society than the 
State. In it everything is common (I. 9. 1257 a 21): not 
so in the State. On the other hand, the household 
resembles the State in not existing for some narrow or 
transitory end, but as an aid to human life (Eth. Nie. 8. 14. 
JI 62 a 20 sq. : cp. 8. l I. II 60 a 14-25). It is in the 
household that the future citizens of the State first see the 
light (Pol. I. 13. 1260 b 19) and receive their earliest train
ing, which often exercises a decisive influence on their 
subsequent life 2 ; it is here that women and slaves find 
the moral guidance they need. Obedience here is rendered 
all the more willingly for being rendered to a relative and 
a benefactor (Eth. Nie. IO. IO. II 80 b 5) ; and persons and 
things are all the better attended to for being attended to 
individually (I l 80 b 7 ). The household lightens the burden 
of the State by taking off its hands, to some extent at 
all events, the care of women, children, and slaves ; and 
if on the principle that 'the better the persons ruled, the 
better is the rule exercised' (Pol. I. 5. 1254 a 25), the rule 

1 Marquardt (Handbuch der 
Romischen Alterthiimer, 7. 1. 1) 
attributes to the Romans the feel
ing that ' not only is the Family a 
condition of the State, but the 
constitution of the Family is also 
the basis and the prototype of the 
constitution of the State.' Aris
totle would admit this of the early 
State, but not of the State in its 
definitive form. Even the rule of 
the husband over the wife, though 

a rro'AinK? clpx,/-which cannot be 
said of the rule over children or 
slaves-differs in some respects 
from most types of TroALTLK;, dpx~ 
{Pol. 1. 12. 1259 b 4). 

2 The sixteenth and seventeenth 
chapters of the Fourth Book of 
the Politics show what importance 
Aristotle, following in the steps of 
Plato (Laws 765 E), attached to 
the earliest epoch of human exist
ence and even to its embryo stage. 
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of the household stands on a lower level than that of the 
State, in which rule is exercised over citizens, it is never
theless fit work, in Aristotle's opinion, for the man of full 
virtue ( o-7rovoa'i:os'). 

Aristotle omits to treat of some important questions in 
relation to marriage. He does not pause to prove that the 
household should be a monogamic household, but takes this 
for granted. \Ve do not learn his views as to divorce; he does 
not mention the subject of prohibited degrees of relationship. 
'vVe must remember that we are not in possession of his 
whole mind. On the other hand, he raises questions which 
seem rather startling to us. Are men and women of any Aristotle, 

and every age, if only of adult years, to be allowed to marry, 1
1
ik; Plha~o 
eiore 1m, 

and, again, to become parents 1 ? Greek inquirers, with their requires 

characteristic combination of logic and audacity, insisted that ~~~~i~;:its 
the interests of the State made a negative answer neces- of ag_e for 

sary 2• The Lacedaemonian State required that marriage marnage. 

should take place in the prime of physical vigour on both 
sides (Xen. Rep. Lac. I. 6 ), and both Plato and Aristotle 
fix an age for marriage. The former, in the Republic, 
allows unions (marriage does not exist) to take place 
between men from 25 to 55 years of age and women from 
20 to 40 (Rep. 460 E). In the Laws the arrangement is 
that a man is to marry not earlier than 25 (772 D) or 30 
(721 A: 785 B), and not later than 35-a woman not 

1 The question does not seem 
to have been raised whether a 
hereditary disease or predisposi
tion to disease should be a bar to 
marriage. 

2 Mr. Mahaffy observes, with 
much truth (Old Greek Educa
tion, p. 117 sq.), that' there is no 
valid reason why the physical 
production of the race should not 
receive infinitely more attention 
than it does, within the bounds 
of our present social arrange
ments. . . . If even now there 
are civilized countries and classes 
of people who openly profess pru
dential reasons as the best for 
marrying, it will only require a 

better education of public opinion 
to enable men to advance to the 
position that the physical and 
mental vigour of the resulting 
children is a motive to be con
sciousiy considered in the selec
tion.' Plato and Aristotle, it is 
true, went a step farther : they 
were not content with advising 
their citizens to keep these con
siderations in view, bqt recom
mended that the State should see 
that they did so. See on this sub
ject Prof. J owett's interesting re
marks in his Introduction to Plato's 
Republic (Translation of Plato, 
3. 168, ed. z ). 
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earlier than 16 1 or later than 20 ; and that the begetting 
of children is to continue only for IO years (784 B). This 
latter period would thus close at least ten years earlier 
than in the Republic ; but the reason of this is that in 
the Republic the interests of the State are secured by 
giving the magistrates an absolute control over unions ( cp. 
Rep. 460 A, ro of- 71'A~Oos rwv yaµ.wv E11'L ro'Ls &pxov<n 1l'OL~-

,,, ( ,, ~ 'I'. , , , , e , ~ , ~ ~ ) rroµ.Ev, iv ws µ.a"irrra uiarrwi,wrri rov avrov api µ.ov rwv avupwv • 
~onsidera- Plato's main aims in dealing with this subject appear to 
tions kept h · d h S f h 'I in view by be to save bot the family an t e tate rom t e ev1 s 
Aris~otle in connected with over-population and to secure a healthy and 
relation to . . 
this matter. vigorous progeny. Aristotle thinks that other cons1derat10ns 

also need to be taken into account. He recommends a 
difference of 20 years between the ages of husband and 
wife, or, more precisely, the difference between the ages of 
37 and 18. One of his reasons for this recommendation is 
that the procreative powers of women cease at 50, twenty 
years before those of men, and that if account is not taken 
of this fact, the harmony of the union may be impaired 
by inequalities in this respect. The disadvantages which 
attend a too great nearness or difference of age between 
the father and the child will also be avoided. For the 
children, if born, as may naturally be expected, at no long 
interval after marriage, will be reaching years of discretion 
while their father is still vigorous and able to help them ; 
nor will their return for the care taken of them in child
hood come too late to be of any use 2 ; while, on the other 
hand, they will not be near enough in age to their father to 
lose reverence for him or to embarrass his management 
of the household. The father, it is evident, will be just 

1 785 B. Susemihl (Note 940) 
notices that the age of 18 is men
tioned in 833 D. For Hesiod's 
counsel on this subject, see Opp. 
et Dies, 695 sqq. 

2 Plutarch (de Amore Prolis, c. 
4) laments the fate of most fathers 
in dying before their children have 
done great deeds, or even attained 
their full moral stature-d118pwirou 

a€ Ti µ.£11 lKrporf>~ 7r0Xviro11os, Ti ae 
a1Jg1JO:LS !pafJ€1a• TryS 'ae aprri/~ 
µ.aKpav OVCT7JS, irpoairo8117JCTKOVCTLll OL 
irXrl'CTroi iraripu· ovK ,Jirr!'a, T~v 
~aXuµ.lva NroKXi/sr~118rµ.tCTTOKAEous, 
oM€ Tov Evpvµ.iCiovra MtXncia.,,s Tov 
Kiµ.wvo>, ovfJ£ ijKOVCTf ll•pLKAEOVS 
S:av8miros a.,,,_,..,,yopovJJTos, oMi 'A
piCTrwv IIXaTwvos cpiXoCTocpovvTos, 
K.T.A. 
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beginning to need help when his children are ready to 
give it, and thus neither mutual helpfulness nor parental 
control will be sacrificed. The household will be firmly 
knit together by mutual needs and the interchange of 
service, and will be a scene of harmony instead of discord, 
for it will be based on the common advantage (ro Kowfi 
U"V/J.</>~pov). Another gain will be that the father will be 
well stricken in years and the sons just at the commence
ment of their prime (30 years of age, Rhet. 2. 14. 1390 b 
9 sq.), when the latter take the place of the former (Pol. 
4 (7). 16. 1335 a 3z-35). Above all, these ages give the 
best prospect of well-developed offspring, likely to produce 
children of the male sex. The physical well-being of 
husband and wife is also thus consulted. It seems to have 
been a common opinion that, in the case of the male, 
over-early marriage was prejudicial to physical growth, 
while in that of the female, it added to the perils of labour 
and involved some moral risks besides (1335 a 22)1. 

We see that Aristotle, in dealing with this subject, keeps 
other aims in view, besides those which were present to the 
mind of Plato-the well-being of husband and wife, their 
full harmony, the establishment of a due relation of help
fulness and respect between the father and the child. His 
remarks are fresh and interesting; they call attention to 
points which often escape notice, and evidence a thought
ful study of the facts of household life. Montaigne says 
(Essais, Livre z. ch. 8: vol. 2. p. 179, Charpentier): 'je me 
mariay a trente-trois ans, et loue !'opinion de trente-cinq, 
qu'on diet estre d'Aristote': and a little further on (p. 180), 
'un gentilhomme qui a trente-cinq ans, il n'est pas temps 
qu'il face place a son fils qui en a vingt' : and again, 'il ne 
nous fauldroit pas marier si jeunes, que nostre aage vienne 
quasi a se confondre avecques l'aage de nos enfants' (p. 178). 
We see that difficulties as to the succession (oiaoox~) of 
the children were familiar enough to him. All \Yill approve 

1 We know from Aristoxenus 
(Fr. 20: Mi.iller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 2. 
278), that this was an opinion 

ascribed to Pythagoras in the 
Pythagorean school. 
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Aristotle's postponement of the female age of marriage to 
18 ; but we shall hardly admit that the disparity of years 
between husband and wife need be as great as he thinks: 
obviously a man does not require to be nearly 40 years older 
than his eldest child to possess a due authority over his chil
dren. Lasaulx (Ebe bei den Griechen, p. 60, n. 190) quotes 
a vigorous utterance of W. von Humboldt to the effect that 
an ideal union begins for both husband and wife in com
parative youth; that husband and wife should pass the 
days of their youth together and have common memories 
of the most enjoyable period of human life 1• Still, even 
if we think that Aristotle has not hit upon the ideally best 
age for the husband and father, it remains true that he 
should neither be too near in age to his children nor too 
far removed from them. It was natural, that, resting as he 
does far the larger part of the weight of the household on 
the father's shoulders, Aristotle should attach special im
portance to his maturity in mind and body. According to 
him, the acme of man's physical development is reached 
between 30 and 35, the acme of mental development not 
till 49 2• This accounts for his choosing a somewhat late 
age; but he may also have remembered that, till about the 
time he names, his citizens would be much occupied with 
military duties hardly perhaps compatible with married life. 

He is not, however, content with merely fixing an age 
for marriage. Like Plato, he sees that parents may be too 
old to give birth to a vigorous offspring 3, and he requires 

1 
' The freshness of youth is 

the true foundation of happy wed
lock (die wahre Grundlage der 
Ehe). I do not for a moment 
say that the happiness of wedlock 
ceases with youth ; what I say is 
that husband and wife should 
carry into later life the memory 
of a youth enjoyed together, if 
their happiness is to be perfect, 
and not to lose the distinguishing 
characteristic of wedded bliss ' 
(Briefe an eineFreundin, 2.p. 176). 
We are conscious here of a touch 

of sentiment which is altogether 
modern. 

2 Aristot. Rhet. 2. 14. 1390 b 
9 sqq. : cp. Solon, Fragm. 27. 
Solon places marriage in the fifth 
septennial period of man's life 
(aet. 18-35), the physical acme 
in the fourth, the mental in the 
seventh and eighth (aet. 42-56). 
Plato (Rep. 460 E-461 A) makes 
the years between 25 and 55 the 
aKµ.ry <Twµ.aTOS TE Kat cpp011TJ<TEWS. 

3 We are little accustomed to 
look at these things from Aris-

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



MARRIAGE. 

that after seventeen years of married life (when the husband 
is 54 years old and the wife 35), the married couple shall 
cease to become parents (4 (7). 16. 1335 b 26 sqq.). Plato 
had named in the Laws an even shorter term-ten years. 
Aristotle thus divides the period of marriage into two 
epochs-the epoch of TEKvonoda and that in which no 
children are to be brought into the world. 

Nor does he stop even here. He names, in conformity Only acer

with Greek custom 1, the winter-season as the best for con- tbain nfumh~l 
er o c 1 -

tracting marriage, and insists that a limit must be set to dren to be 

the begetting of children even during the seventeen years' ~~~i~~e~e 
term (I 335 b 2 I sq.), so that the begetting of more than 17 years: 

a certain number shall be prohibited (2. 6. 1265 b 6 sq.).:~~;~ ~s 
It may be thought, he hints (1335 b 21 sq.), that infractions rulfeistdobe 

of this rule will occur, and that the only possible remedy 
for them will be the exposure of the surplus children ; but 
this is not so 2 : he apparently regards the exposure of 
living children as not 'holy' (oawv)\ and suggests in prefer
ence abortion at an early stage of pregnancy. The practice 
of abortion had already been sanctioned by Plato in the 
Republic (461 C) without this limitation, in the event of 
unions outside the legal limits of age proving fruitful; and 
in case of its failure, exposure. Aristotle appears to be 
more opposed to exposure and to abortion in advanced 

totle's point of view, and I know 
not whether any physiologist has 
inquired statistically, what limits 
of age in the parents seem most 
favourable to vigorous offspring. 

1 Not Attic only, apparently, 
for he refers to the practice of ol 
rro"f...Aol (1335 a 37). The month 
Gamelion (January-February) 
was the marriage - month at 
Athens. See Hist. An. 5. 8. 
542 a 26-b I. Plutarch is pleased 
with animals for pairing at one 
particular season only, and that 
the most favourable (de Amore 
Prolis c. 2 ). Pythagoras had 
prescribed the winter (Diog. 
Laert. 8. 9 : Diod. ro. 9. 3). 

2 I follow the interpretation of 

1335 b 21 sqq. given by C. F. 
Hermann (Gr. Antiqq. 3. § l I. 
8) :-'but not, on the ground of 
an over-great number of children, 
if there is a regulation against an 
over-great number, to expose 
children.' 

3 Except in the case of defec
tive offspring (1mr71µwµivov, 1335 b 
20). Compare with 1335 b 23-26, 
de Gen. An. 5. I. 778 b 32 sqq. : 
Eth. Nie. 9. 9. l 170 a 16. See 
Thonissen, Droit Penal de la re
publique athenienne, p. 258, on 
the question whether abortion was 
a crime by Attic law. It seems 
to have been common among 
slave-mothers (Dio Chrys. Or. 
15. 237 M). 

en orce • 
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stages of pregnancy than Plato. On the other hand, Plato 
does not appear to authorize abortion, as Aristotle does, in 
the case of unions within the prescribed limits of age. 
It is also to be remarked that he drops these provisions 
in the Laws. 

Aristotle's object evidently is to avoid both exposure and 
abortion, but he regards the latter, if effected at an early 
period of pregnancy, as unobjectionable in comparison with 
the former, which he prohibits in all cases but one, that of 
an imperfect growth. It would have been a great gain to 
the ancient world to be rid of infanticide, which Polybius 
'specifies among the causes of the dwindling numbers of 
the Greeks 1,' but whether this result was not too dearly 
purchased at the cost of permitting abortion may well be 
doubted. It may easily be imagined how often the pro
cess prescribed by Aristotle would probably be resorted to 
in a State which delayed the marriage of all males till the 
age of 3 7, and which confined the begetting of children to 
a period of seventeen or eighteen years. 

Aristotle evidently feels, even more strongly than Plato, 
the necessity of preventing the household from becoming 
a source of over-population and pauperism. He is not 
satisfied with the arrangements in the Laws on the subject 
of population (Pol. 2. 6. 1265 a 38 sqq.). Plato's plan 
of U nigeniture makes it more than ever essential that 
there shall not be too many sons in a household; and yet 
he takes insufficient means to secure this result. Hence the 
extraordinary strictness of Aristotle's regulations on the 
subject. He will not even trust to the remedy of founding 
a colony, which Plato keeps in view (Laws 740 E): the 
prevention of over-population is better than its cure. Yet 
the world has gained much by the foundation of Greek 
colonies, and these could not have existed if there had 
not been a surplus population to people them. Aristotle 
seems to forget, in his care for the internal harmony 
of his best State, that a large part even of the then 
known surface of the earth was unoccupied, and that, if 

1 Capes, Early Roman Empire, p. 205. See Polyb. 37. 9. 7. 
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it was not peopled in time from the civilized world, it 

might, as it afterwards did, receive immigrants likely to be 

formidable to civilization. He is familiar enough with the 

view that the State should be constituted for the advantage, 

not of a section of its citizens, but of the whole; that the 

Greek State and the Greek race had a duty to fulfil to the 

world outside, he is no more aware than any of his contem

poraries. 
Another aim which Aristotle has before him in dealing 

with the household, is that of making it the nursery of 

a race healthy and vigorous in mind and body. Much 

can be done within it to make or mar the physique of 

the future citizen (I 334 b 29 ), and to render it what for 

the sake of the character (1334 b 25 sqq.) we should desire 

it to be, or the reverse. We know from the Nicomachean 

Ethics how closely moral virtue is connected with the 

passions, and these with the body (Eth. Nie. 10. 8. i 178 a 

14). He also makes it his object (and here, as we have 

seen, he was in a less degree anticipated by Plato) to 

secure order, harmony, and mutual helpfulness within the 

household. But he no doubt also remembers that the city

State must not exceed a certain size, and desires to prevent 

its population outgrowing the limits imposed by him in the 

Fourth Book. 
We have already noticed some of the arrangements which The head 

h d · h · h 11 b · f h h h ld of the ideal 
e a opts wit a view to t e we - emg o t e ouse o , household 

but he evidently finds the main security for its well-being ?f A_ristotle 
. . . m his rela-
lll the character of its head. The husband and father, m tion to his 

Aristotle's ideal household, is not only of mature age, but 'd"'ife, chidl-
ren, an 

one whose happy natural endowment of an union of slaves. 

intelligence, spirit, and affectionateness (4 (7). 7. i327 b 

29 sqq.) has had full justice done to it by rearing and 

education, whose childhood and youth have been spent 

amid ennobling influences, and who has undergone both the 

rude discipline of a military life and the full scientific 

training of a philosopher. His wife will not have received 

the varied education which Plato designed for girls no less 

than boys, but she will have been trained in the virtues 
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which fit her to be his help-mate and right hand for 
household matters (Pol. J. 13. r260 a 21 sq.), and he will 
make of her a not unequal comrade : to his children he 
will be a kind of god, a full head and shoulders above 
them, and rightly so, for the father is a king, not the elder 
brother of his children 1 (Pol. I. 12. 1259 b 10-17). His 
life will not be what Montaigne calls · une vie questuaire.' 
He will have learnt to obtain the commodities necessary 
for the use of his household from natural sources and in 
natural ways, and to rest content with just that amount of 
them which is the essential condition of a satisfactory life, 
counting the provision of inanimate property and the care 
for it a matter of less moment than the care of slaves, and 
this again a small matter in comparison with the rule over 
wife and children and the development of their virtue. 
He will entrust the education of his boys after the age 
of seven to the officers of the State, and will leave the full 
command of the internal affairs of the house to his wife, 
making this her province in which she is to be supreme, 
except so far as the moral training of children and slaves is 
concerned, for this is to be his own affair. We may doubt 
whether his frequent absence on public business and at the 
syssitia, where he will take his meals, would not make it 
difficult for him to watch over his family-whether it 
would not interfere with that closeness of the household 
relation, on which Aristotle himself remarks (I. 2. 1252 b 14, 

OLKOS' ••• oils Xapwvoas µl:v KaAEL oµocrmvovs, 'E7rLµEVLO'T]S' OE 0 
K ' < I ) pYJS' oµoKa'TfOVS' • 

1 Contrast the relation of 
Charles James Fox to his father. 
'As long as Charles would treat 
him like an elder brother (a point 
on which the lad indulged him 
without infringing on the strictest 
filial respect, or abating an atom 
of that eager and minute dutiful
ness which he exhibited in all 
his personal relations) he was 
welcome to do as he pleased 
with his own time and his father's 
money' (G. O. Trevelyan, Early 

History of C. J. Fox, p. 289). The 
household as Carlyle knew it in 
his early years (Reminiscences, p. 
SS) comes nearer to the Aristote
lian type, but is still very different. 
It is noticeable that Aristotle 
describes his rrap.Ba<nAEia, in which 
the king is of transcendent virtue 
and greatness in comparison with 
his willing subjects, as TETayp.i1111 
KaTa TFJV olKovop.tK~v (Pol. 3. 14. 
128s b 31). 
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His relation to his wife is the best relation in the 
household, and, except that between brothers and sisters, 
the least unequal one-the relation in which justice fills the 
largest place (Eth. Nie. 5. 10. 1134 b 15 sq.); for it is a 
weak point in the household that its relations are mostly 
so unequal as to rest less on right than on love. The head 
of the household will discriminate his relation to his wife 
from his relation to his children, and that again from his 
relation to his slaves. There are some things which the 
wife can do better than he can (Eth. Nie. 8. 12. 1160 b 
32 sqq.: cp. 8. 14. n62 a 22 sq.), and which he will be wise 
to hand over to her: the advantage of wedlock lies in its 
making a common stock of contrasted aptitudes (u62 a 
23): at least this is its utilitarian side, for it has another; 
it may become not only a friendship for utility and for 
pleasure, but also a friendship of the highest type-a 
friendship for virtue (Eth. Nie. 8. 14. 1162 a 24 sqq.)1

• It 
may not perhaps attain to the moral level of a friendship 
between two men of full virtue ( <Tnovoa'i'oi)-Aristotle would 
hardly be a Greek if he thought it did-but then it is a 
form of friendship and something more-a co-operative 
union of especial closeness and permanence for the highest 
ends. Man and wife are not only 'friends,' but sharers 
in a common work. 

The wife, however, will be 'silent' before her husband, 
no less than the children before their father (Pol. I. 13. 
1260 a 28 sq.) ; in other words, will refrain from opposing 
him, so long, we conclude, as he does not encroach upon 
her domain. Plutarch, in whose time the wife counted 
for more in the household, still retains in his Conjugal 
Precepts the doctrine of conjugal silence (cc. 31, 32: c. 37), 
but makes it rather a silence to strangers, and a readiness 
to allow the husband to speak for her, than a silence before 
him. Adultery on the part of either husband or 'wife is 

1 There is nothing in the Politics 
inconsistent with this, though the 
use of the word {rrr.,,pn<K~ of the 
virtue of the wife (Pol. I. lJ. 
126oa 21 sq.) might seem to 

imply a general and not a partial 
subordination on her part. The 
division of spheres between hus
band and wife is, however, implied 
in Pol. 2. 5. 1264 b 2. 
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to be visited with condign punishment during the period 
of TEKvo1roda, and to be treated as disgraceful throughout 
the whole term of marriage (4 (7). 16. 1335 b 38 sqq.). 
If the authenticity of the fragment on the relations of 
husband and wife, which we possess in a Latin translation, 
were less doubtful 1, a few touches might be added from 
that source. It makes the wife supreme over all that 
passes within the house, reserving to the husband the right 
of deciding who are to be allowed to cross its threshold, 
and even the right of conducting all negotiations for the 
marriage of the children 2 

: it draws largely on Homer to 
show with what reverence and respect the husband should 
treat his wife; they will be rivals in working for the good 
of the household, each in a special sphere, and this will be 
the only rivalry between them. 

The relation of a father to his child-that of mother and 
child is not counted among the three constituent relations of 
the household enumerated in Pol. r. 3. 1253 b 5 sq.-is, as 
has been said, regarded by Aristotle as resembling that of 
a king to his subjects. The language of Eth. Nie. 5. 10. 

1134 b 8 sqq., indeed, treats the child up to a certain age
gw~ ttv p 7rYJA£KoV KaL µ~ xwpi<T8'fj-as 'part and parcel' of 
his father, and, one would think, hardly distinct enough 
from him to be even his 'subject'; yet we learn in Eth. 
Nie. 8. 8. r 158 b 21 sqq. that not only is their relation 
one of friendship, but that the friendship between them, 

1 
' Quid quod hunc ipsum 

librum abAristotele quidem quam 
maxime alienum, Perictionae 
autem Jibro nEpt yvvatKO> apµ,ovias; 
(Stob. flor. 85, 19, cui similes sunt 
Phintys et Pempelus, Platonis hie 
leges exscribens, cf. Ocellus c. 4) 
et methodo qui praeceptoris est 
et sententiis et ut credo aetate 
similem, latina versione servatum 
Aretinus videtur recepisse' (Val. 
Rose, de Aristot. librorum ordine 
et auctoritate, p.61 ). L. Schmidt, 
on the other hand, accepts the 
Latin fragment as embodying 
'important remains in a greatly 

altered form' of Aristotle's work 
on this subject (Ethik d. alten 
Griechen, 2. 187). The compo
sition of the treatise from which 
this translation was made may 
well have been suggested to some 
follower of Aristotle by Eth. Nie. 
8. 14. 1162 a 29 sq., and Pol. r. 13. 
1260 b 8 sqq., just as that of the 
so - called Second Book of the 
Oeconomics was probably sug
gested by Pol. I. II. 1259a 3. 

~ They are conducted by the 
two fathers in Terence's Andria, 
3. 3. 6-42. 
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though unequal, may be ' durable and based on virtue, 
when the children render to their parents what is due 
to those who gave them being, and parents to sons 
what is due to children.' Aristotle's whole conception 
of youth perhaps accentuates its contrast with man
hood ; he does not follow out in detail the variations 
of the filial relation at different ages ; he probably con
ceived it as ceasing to exist when the child attained years 
of discretion (cp. Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 2. 26). In 
describing the relation of father and child as a kingly 
relation, his object is to contrast it, on the one hand, 
with the rule of the husband over the wife, which is like 
that of one citizen over another, except that there is no 
interchange of rule (Pol. r. I2. I259 b I sqq.)1, and on the 
other with the despotic rule of the master over the slave. 
In the two former relations rule is exercised for the 
advantage of the ruled or of both parties, whereas in the 
last it is exercised primarily for the advantage of the ruler 
and accidentally only for the advantage of the ruled 
(Pol. 3. 6. I278 b 32-I279 a 8). The master is, however 
(Pol. r. I3), to make his rule over the slave a source of 
moral improvement to him-a means of placing him in 
contact with that rationality which he does not himself 
possess (Pol. I. 13. I26o b 5: r. 5. I254 b 22). He must 
not, therefore, in his relations with his slaves, confine 
himself, as Plato would have him do, to the language 
of blank command, but must also use that of admonition. 
Slaves should be encouraged to behave· well by the pro
spect of receiving their freedom as a reward for good 
conduct (4 (7). IO. I330 a 3I sq.). Aristotle intended to 
deal fully with the subject of the treatment of slaves, but 
does not do so in what we have of the Politics (4 (7). IO. 
1330 a 3I ). 

The differences between Aristotle's ideal household and 

1 Eth. Nie. 8. 12. u6o b 32, 
dvopo~ oi Kal yvvaiKo~ ( Koivwvia) 
aptUTOKpUTLK~ cpa{v£Tat • KaT' rl~LaJI 

VOL. I. 0 
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THE IDEAL HOUSEHOLD 

The ideal the average Athenian household seem to be mainly these. 
household • 
of Aristotle It would be endowed wt th an adequate, and not more than 
contrasted adequate, measure of worldly goods, and thus be equally 
with the 
average removed from the over-wealthy type in which obedience 
~~~=:~~d. was unknown (Pol. 6 (4). IL 1295b 13-18), and from the 

over-poor type in which the wife and children had to supply 
the place of slaves (8 (6). 8. 1323 a 5); its predominant aim 
would be the increase of virtue, not the increase of wealth; 
its head would be older and better prepared for his duties; 
his supremacy would not be usurped by his wife, while, on 
the other hand, his relation to her would be more equal 
and friendly than was often the case at Athens, and 
adultery on his part would be more severely dealt with; 
his married life would be largely controlled by the law in 
his own interest and in that of his wife and children, no 
less than in that of the State ; his functions as head of the 
household would be exercised more or less under the 
control of the yvvaiKovofJ.OL and 7Taioov6µ.oi appointed by the 
State, just as they were probably exercised in the early 
days of Athens under some control from the Council of the 
Areopagus 1 ; he would not be allowed to choose for himself 
what kind of education should be given to his sons, but 
would have to send them to the public schools of the State 
from the age of seven onwards. Lastly, he would be even 
more of an absentee from the home during the day-time 
than the average Attic husband, for he would take his meals 
at the public meal-tables 2• 

1 Gynaeconomi existed at 
Athens, their existence, how
ever, dating in Boeckh's opinion 
from the administration of De
metrius Phalereus (Diet. of An
tiquities s. v. : Gilbert, Griech. 
Staatsalterth. 1. 154): if this 
was so, their introduction may 
have been due to Aristotle's com
mendation of the institution, like 
other points in the regime of 
Demetrius Phalereus. Cicero 
disapproves of it : nee vero mu
lieribus praefectus praeponatur 
qui apud Graecos creari solet, sed 

sit censor qui viros doceat 
moderari uxoribus (Cic. de Rep. 
4. 6. 6). Dionysius of Halicar
nassus claims that the authority 
of the Roman censor, unlike that 
of any magistrate at Athens or 
Sparta, penetrated within the 
household. See the striking 
fragment from the Antiquitates 
Romanae (20. 13), where he 
depicts the way in which the 
household was controlled by this 
great office of State. Aristotle 
could not have asked more. 

2 Aristotle's remark at the close 
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Aristotle is evidently strongly impressed with the 
importance of the household. The children it brings into 
the world are the future citizens of the State, and it may 
easily saddle the State with an over-numerous or unsatis
factory progeny. It has to do with the future citizen in 
the earliest and most impressible years of life, years during 
which the character receives its permanent bent. Hence it 
is that Aristotle commits it to the charge of a head of 
mature age, worth, and capacity, and not content with that, 
subjects his rule to the supervision of State-officers. It is 
impossible to say that the course he takes is not a logical 
course, even if we may think that it would be better to 
leave the head of the household more freedom and 
responsibility. 

The household, however, as he conceives it, is far from Aristotle 

b · h d l'k h t f h L · · 1 intends the etng a mere s a ow, 1 e t a o t e aws; 1t IS a rea household 

home, for though its head will often be absent, and though to b~ a 

his action is in part regulated by the State, he is charged reality. 

with the moral guidance of wife, child, and slave, and is 
evidently credited with the power to do much for their 
growth in virtue. The mere fact that the household needs 
to be adjusted to the constitution of the State shows that 
it is to be a reality. 

On one important subject connected with the organi- Divorce. 

zation of the household, that of divorce, we have no 
express intimation of Aristotle's views. Plato in the Laws 
(929 E sqq.) allows of divorce for incompatibility of tem-
per, though not without the intervention of the State, but 
his whole conception of the household implies the view 
that wedlock is normally a life-long union. This is still 
more true of Aristotle. Locke thinks that ' there is reason 
to inquire why the compact of marriage, where pro-

of the First Book that the virtue 
of husband and wife and father 
and child, and the way in which 
they should consort with each 
other, cannot be definitively de
picted, nor the right standard 
in these things indicated, until 
they have been considered in 

connexion with the various politi
cal constitutions to which the 
household must be adjusted, pre
pares us for a systematic study of 
the organization of the household 
relations under each constitution, 
which we do not find undertaken 
in the Politics. 

02 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



196 THE CLAN, PHRATRY, AND TRIBE. 

creation and education are secured and inheritance taken 
care for, may not be made determinable either by consent 
or at a certain time, or upon certain conditions, as well 
as any other voluntary compacts, there being no necessity 
in the nature of the thing nor to the ends of it, that it 
should always be for life 1.' Aristotle would probably 
reply, that the wife needs her husband's protecting care 
and affection to the last, that the relation of husband and 
wife is a relation of friendship, which deserves to be kept 
in being whether the interests of the children require its 
continuance or not, and that the husband and wife in their 
old age might, if parted, lose the aid of their grown-up 
children. The dissolution of an ill-matched or unsatis
factory union would, nevertheless, be probably recognized 
by him as occasionally necessary. 

Aristotle In modern communities the household has long come to 
~f!,t~~ra- be the only recognized society based on the tie of blood. 
try, and Among ourselves even the 'conseil de famille' is unknown 
tribe. h 1 B h . h h h to t e aw. ut t ere was once a time w en t e ouse-

hold was only one of a number of similar societies. The 
clan, the phratry, and the tribe stood at its side, larger, 
though less intimate, unities of the same type. It might 
be thought to rest on no surer basis than they. History 
has taught us otherwise. Time has spared the household, 
but the clan, tribe, and phratry have long passed away. 
They found themselves assailed both from within and from 
without. The individual outgrew them and shook himself 
free from them; armed with adoptive and testamentary 
power, men were able, if they chose, to def eat the succes
sion-rights of the clan ; the rise of classes and parties in 
the State tended to break them up; religious change was 
fatal to their religious basis. Nor was the State probably 
sorry to substitute purely local unions for societies 
which cherished immemorial traditions of independence 
and hierarchical pride 2• Assailed by the individual and 

1 Civil Government, 2. § 8r. 
2 We learn from Aristotle (7 

(5). 4. 1304a 35) that the tribe 
was sometimes a prime mover in 
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the State at the same time, it is no wonder that these 
societies succumbed, while the household, which went 
counter to neither, survived. 

To Aristotle, however, the clan (y€vos), phratry, and tribe 
were still indispensable elements in the State 1, though he 
says but little about them. The clan, indeed, with him 
assumes the local form of the village (Pol. I. 2. I 252 b I 6 
sq.), just as at Athens it had passed into the deme in many 
cases ; but in that form it is treated as existing by nature 
and as a permanent element in the State. If the house
hold aids in the maintenance of good feeling and good 
fellowship among the members of the community, so do 
the tribe, phratry, and clan (2. 4. 1262 a I 2: cp. 3. 9. I 280 b 
33, 40 ). What other social functions these unities were to 
fulfil in Aristotle's State, we do not learn in what we have 
of the Politics. 

We need not dwell on the many points of contrast Contrast 

which distinguish the household as Aristotle conceives bthetwAee~ 
e ns-

it from the household of modern times. One remark, totelian 

h b d h. b" T A . l h conception owever, may e ma e on t 1s su JeCt. o nstot e t e of the 

head of the household is the one source from which all its household 

1 fl Th 
. r . and mo-

sp i ri tua in uences appear to proceed. e w11e contn- dem con-

butes services which she is better fitted to render than cef~ttions 
0 I. 

any one else, but there is no sign that her husband is 
to derive any moral stimulus or guidance from her 2• 

urauir. He notices (8 (6). 4. 
1319 b 19 sqq.) the bold and 
remarkable steps by which Cleis
thenes at Athens put an end to 
the previously existing associa
tions, and sought to bring men 
together and to break down the 
distinctions of worship and group
ing which held them apart. In 
the Peloponnesus the clans 
seem to have been long the main
stay of oligarchy, and the only 
way to diminish their power 
was to gather a number of villages 
(i.e. clans) into a considerable 
city. The creation of Megalopolis, 

for instance, would tell, and was 
doubtless intended by Epaminon
das to tell, in favour of democracy 
and against the Lacedaemonians. 

1 Pol. 2. 5. 1264 a 6 sq. 
2 Even in Eth. Nie. 8. 14. I 162a 

25 sq. all that is said is that a 
friendship for virtue-the highest 
type of friendship-may exist 
between husband and wife, if 
they are good, for each has virtue 
and the husband may feel plea
sure in the wife's virtue. But 
then we are told in the Politics 
(1. 13. 126oa 21) that the wife's 
virtue is subordinate and minis-
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TEACHING OF ARISTOTLE 

Aristotle would hardly say with Trendelenburg 1 that 'the 
two parties (husband and wife) stand in need of each other, 
in order by their union to elevate and ennoble their indi
vidual lives.' The view of Comte that the function of the 
household is 'to cultivate to the highest point the influence 
of woman over man 2,' would of course be utterly incom
prehensible to him. 

Just as, after def ending the household, Aristotle sketches 
an ideal household which differs much from the household 
as it actually existed, so after defending the right of seve
ral property, he lays down principles as to the acquisition 
and use of property which leave proprietary right and 
proprietary duty, so far at least as the citizens of the State 
are concerned 3, a very different thing from what he found 
them. 

The ideal household, as we have already seen, is not to 
be maintained in communistic fashion out of a public stock, 
but is to have a definite area of land assigned to it from 
which the householder is to win the means of subsistence 
for his household, or rather to have them won for him. 
Its extent will be such as to favour a mode of life at once 
temperate and liberal. A due supply of the goods of 
fortune-for Aristotle follows the traditional use of the 
Greek language in treating fortune as the source of wealth 
(e.g. 4 (7). I. 1323 b 27) 4-is a condition of some kinds of 
virtuous action and a condition of happiness (4 (7). 13. 1332 
a 10-29). Virtue must be possessed of an adequate supply 

terial (v7r1JpmK~), and that the 
deliberative element in her nature 
is unable to assert itself with 
effect (1260 a 13). Aristotle 
was well aware of the contrast 
of character in men and women 
(see, for instance, Hist. An. 9. I. 

608 a 35-b 16), whether we think 
that he draws the contrast cor
rectly or not. 

1 N aturrecht, § 123. 
2 Social Statics, E.T., p. 17r. 
3 The ownership of land is to 

be confined to citizen.s (Pol. 4 

(7). 9. 1329 a 17 sqq.); but the 
artisans and day-labourers who 
are to find a place in the best 
State, must be intended to hold 
property, though we hear no 
more of their proprietary rights 
than we do of the organization of 
the households in which we must 
suppose them to live. 

• Contrast the language used in 
4 (7). I. 1323 a 40, opoovrns OTL 
KrWvrai Kai. c:pvA.cirrovuiv, oV rlls
cipErUs To'ir E1erO~, dAA 1 £1<.t:Lva TaV
rais. 
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of external and bodily goods, if it is to rise into happiness; 
it needs instruments ( opyava) just as a harpist needs a good 
lyre ( 1332 a 25). Plato had designed for his citizens in the 
Laws a simply' temperate' life (737 D): Aristotle objects to 
this description as rather vague and open to misinterpre
tation (2. 6. 1265 a 28 sqq.); it might, he thinks, be construed 
to point to a pinched, hard existence, which is not what he 
would himself approve. He is not, like Milton, an enco
miast of that 'spare Fast,' which, according to the poet, 

'Oft with gods doth diet, 
And hears the Muses in a ring 
Aye round about God's altar sing' : 

but he is still less in sympathy with those who found in 
luxury a school of valour and greatness of mind 1• Aris
totle connected with extreme wealth and luxury unwilling
ness to submit to be ruled, or to rest content with anything 
short of absolute rule, just as he connected incapacity 
for ruling and for aught but servile subjection with extreme 
poverty (Pol. 6 (4)· I 1. 1295 b 13) 2• The life of his citizens 
is to strike a happy mean between the two extremes. The 
ideal distribution of property is thus, in Aristotle's view, 
that in which every citizen has enough for virtue and happi
ness, and none have more 3• His acceptance of the institu-

1 Heracleides Ponticus appears 
to have said in his popular work 
on Pleasure-li1TavTH yoilv ol TYjv 
fJCio111/11 nµ.wvns Kat Tpvcpav 1Tpoypry
µ.ivoi µ.EyaX6tvxoi Kat µ.EyaA.o?TpmEtS 
£tcnv, ws IIEpcrn1 Kat MijCioi• µaXuna 
yap TWll aAA6J!I dv8pw1T6Jll TYjv fJCioviJv 
ofiToL Kai TO Tpvcpav nµ.waw, d11CipEL6-
TaT01 Ka! µ.•yaXntvxoraTOI TWll (3ap
{3cip6Jv Civns (Mi.iller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 
2. 200 n.). The paradox is repro
duced by Agatharchides, a Peri
patetic of the second century 
before Christ, who says of the 
Aetolians - AiT6JAoi TO<TovT6J Twv 
AOL1TWll ETOtµ6npo11 EXOV<TL. 7rpOS 
BavaTov, O<T<:11TE p Kai (iJI' 1ToAvTEAws 
[Kn!] EKT€11EuTEpov (1JTOV<TL rwv tiAA6Jll 
(ap. Athen. Deipn. 12. 33. 527 b). 

2 Luxury meant more to the 

Greeks than it means to us ; it 
was in their view closely allied 
with v{3p1s and not unconnected 
with political untrustworthiness : 
cp. Plutarch, Lycurg. c. 13, o?TEP 
yap v<Tnpov 'E1Taµ.£t11w11Cia11 Et1T£tV 
Xiyov<Ttv f1TL Tijs EaVTOV Tpa1TE(7]s, 
ws To TOLoilTov ap•<TTov ov x6JpE'i 
7rpofio<Tiav, TOVTO 1TpwTos €v61)<Tf 
AvKoilpyos. The Greeks always 
conceived the 'tyrant ' to be not 
only fond of unlimited power, but 
generally unlimited in his desires 
(Plato, Rep. 573 A sqq. : Theo
pomp. Fr. 129, 204). 

3 Compare the saying of Gibbon 
(Decline and Fall, c. 2) : 'It might 
perhaps be more conducive to the 
virtue as ,,·di as happiness of 
mankind, if all possessed the ne-

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



200 TEACHING OF ARISTOTLE 

tion of several property is not indeed expressly coupled 
with this limitation and equalization of its amount; still 
we note that he deprecates those extremes of wealth and 
poverty which have in practice proved the almost insepar
able concomitants of this institution. When he allows a 
place to wealth among the necessary elements of the State 
(4 (7). 8. 1328 b 22: cp. 6 (4). 4. 1291 a 33), we must sup
pose that he has in his mind moderate, not great, wealth. 

The virtues connected with property have to do both 
with its acquisition and with its use, but with the latter 
more than with theformer(Eth. Nie. 4. r. r12oa 8 sqq.). As 
we have seen, Aristotle accentuates the distinction between 
Household Science and the Science of Supply: it is the 
householder's duty rather to see that the commodities ne
cessary or useful to the household are forthcoming, than 
himself to take part in acquiring them, just as it is his business 
to see that the members of his household enjoy health, 
though he leaves it to the physician to produce it. His 
householder is to be neither improvident nor a lover of gain. 
Aristotle seems, as we have noticed, scarcely to admit that 
the love of money is as primary an instinct of human nature 
as the love of pleasure ; he sometimes resolves the former 
into the latter. He desires that the landowners of his 
ideal State shall be men whose main pre-occupation it 
will be to rule over their households, to rule and be ruled 
as citizens of the State, and to engage in philosophical 
speculation, and who will gladly delegate to others the 
task of acquiring the commodities necessary for the support 
of their households-men who, without forgetting to secure 
that these commodities shall be forthcoming, will count 
the care of property less noble than the exercise of rule 
over the members of the household, and who will make 
it in use available for others. Plato had already said in 
his Laws (740 A) that the possessors of the various lots 
are to feel that their lots are each of them the common 

cessaries and none the super
fluities oflife.' Aristotle, however, 
speaks only of his ideal citizens, 

and allows them a good deal 
more than the bare 'necessaries 
of life.' 
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property of the whole State (Kow~v r~s 7roA.Ews tvµ7r&.rr71s); 

but the expression Kow~ xp~rris is apparently adopted by 
Aristotle from Isocrates' ideal picture of Athens under the 
sway of the Areopagus (Areopag. § 35), and it gives in
creased definiteness to the doctrine 1• Aristotle had in his 
mind the open-handed fellowship of Pythagorean friends, 
and, still more, the Communistic ideal of Plato, and he 
seeks while retaining in his State the right of several 
property, to ensure that it shall not imperil the 'public
heartedness' of his citizens or the sense of brotherhood in 
the community. The Xenophontic Cyrus, who recom
mends the acquisition by just means of as much as pos
sible in order that the acquirer may have the more to use 
nobly 2, took a different view; but the stress which Xeno
phon, no less than Plato and Aristotle, lays on the duty 
of using property aright, deserves especial attention in 
these days, in which, as L. Schmidt says, 'one of the most 
important tasks the peoples of Europe have before them 
is to moralize in an increasing degree the institution of 
private property' (Ethik der alten Griechen, 2. 390) 3• 

Gorgias had said of Cimon that he 'acquired in order 
to use and used in order to be honoured' (Plutarch, Cimon, 
c. 10): Aristotle's ideal householder is to value property 
for this, that it makes possible a life of virtuous activity 
and happiness, and to desire no more than contributes to 
this end ; and he is to use it, not with the view of reaping 
honour, but in such a way as to give full expression to his 
virtue and friendliness of heart. 

1 Xenophon himself had, as 
we have seen, put into the 
mouth of his hero Cyrus words 
which express the Pythagorean 
doctrine l<Olllll ra cptAWll-Tati'ra, 
£cp.,,, Ji a11CJpE>, lirralJTa CJEL vµas 
ovCJEll µaAAOll /µa ~yr(i<T8ai ry Kat 
vµ€upa (Cyrop. 8. 4. 36). He is 
addressing his friends. But to 
make what one has the com
mon property of oneself and 
one's friends is not the same 
thing as making it the common 

property of all citizens. 
2 See L. Schmidt, 2. 380, who 

refers to Xen. Cyrop. 8. 2. 20-23. 
Cp. also Plutarch, Cimon c. 10, 
Kpirla> C!i rw11 rp1a1<011ra yE11oµE110> 
/11 ra'i> EAf'}'ftm> dixnm 

IIA.oilro11 µ€11 ~KorraCJw11,µEyaA.ocppo
<Tv111Jll lli Kiµw110>, 

11iKa> (!' 'ApKE<TLAa roil AaKE
CJmµoviov. 

3 The readers of Comte's Pos
itive Polity will be familiar with 
language to the same effect. 
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The Greeks were probably far more open-handed in theil 
use of property than the Romans of the Republic. Poly
bius, at any rate, after describing the munificence of Scipio, 
adds (3z. I z)-' now an act of this kind would be not un
reasonably thought noble everywhere, but at Rome it was 
positively marvellous, for there no one of his free will gives 
any one anything whatever belonging to him.' Not every 
rich Athenian, indeed, like Cimon, threw his fields and gar
dens open to the passer-by, and allowed all men freely to 
take of their produce, or kept open house, or gave the gar
ments from the backs of his slaves to poor men whom he 
met in the streets-far from it-but many gave dowries to 
the daughters of impoverished citizens, or paid funeral ex
penses, or ransomed captives, or subscribed to lpavoi for the 
relief of friends in distress 1• Aristotle would probably 
find as much to amend in the methods of the private 
charity of his day as he did in those of its public charity 
(8 (6). 5. 1320 a 29 sqq.): still he gives high praise to the 
liberality with which the Spartans treated each other, 
and the rich of Tarentum treated the poor ( 1320 b 
9 sqq. : 2. 5. 1263 a 30 sqq.). He demands, however, of 
his ideal proprietor far more than this. He expects him 
not only to be free-handed in giving, but also to allow 
others much freedom in using that which he does not give 
away 2• 

We do not know even in outline what powers of dealing 
with his property were to be possessed by the proprietor 
in Aristotle's State. The lot of land, indeed, as Susemihl 
points out 3, he apparently intends to be inalienable and 

1 See Schmidt, 2. 387-8, from 
whom I take these facts. 

2 Friedlander points out (Sit
tengeschichte Roms 3. 98) that 
' the rich and great of the Roman 
Empire were expected not only to 
use their surplus revenues for the 
relief of poverty-a purpose es
pecially served by the institution 
of clientship-but also to allow 
the poor to share freely in their 
enjoyments, and to place within 

their reach advantages and grati
fications of all kinds, from which 
they are for the most part excluded 
in the modern world.' It is not, 
however, the munificence and 
open-handedness of a grand seig
neur that Aristotle asks of his 
ideal proprietor, but a readiness 
to place whatever he possesses at 
the disposal of others, whether 
equals or inferiors. 

a Sus.2
, Einleitung, p. 26. 
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indivisible 1, and to descend to one son only. Would he 
allow the father to choose this son, as Plato did? Does he 
intend, again, like Plato, to abolish dowries? It would 
seem from 2. 9. r 270 a 25, that he would either abolish 
them or limit their amount. In default of children, is the 
proprietor to be allowed to adopt an heir ? What powers, 
again, is he to possess over property other than the lot ? 
Is the law, that property is to pass by inheritance and not 
by gift, which Aristotle recommends to oligarchies (7 (S)· 
8. 1309 a 23) as the best means of diffusing and equalizing 
property, to be adopted in the best State also? It would 
be easy to mention other points, as to which we are not 
fully informed. 

So far we have had to do with preliminary matters. We Transition 

have been sketching the organization of Supply and of the f~~~s:~:1 
Household under the best constitution ; we have not yet and house-

. . . . . . . hold life of 
studied the central subject of Political Science, the political the State 

as distinguished from the industrial and household life of tt? it
1
s
1

P,.01i-
1ca 11e. 

the best State. The constitution of the State, we started 
by saying, allots advantages and functions, and we have 
seen to whom the best constitution will allot the functions 
connected with the supply of necessaries and also those 
connected with the Household: we have not yet seen to 
whom it will allot the higher functions, and among them 
political functions. 

The investigations of the First Book of the Politics have 
hitherto been our main guide, and the First Book treats 
the subjects with which it deals from the point of view of 
Nature, which cannot be far from that of the best constitu
tion. It asks, who is the natural slave, what is the natural 
form of the Science of Supply, who is the true householder; 
and it is precisely under the guidance of Nature that Aris
totle constructs the best constitution (see e.g. 4 (7). 14· 

1 We may probably infer this 
from the arrangements respecting 
the land made in 4 (?). IO. 1330 a 
14 sqq. We also find that Aris
totle approves (2. 9. 1270 a 19) 

of the discouragement by Lycur
gus of the sale of land, and regrets 
that he did not impose some 
checks on gift and bequest. 
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1332 b 35 sq.). It is true of Political Science, as it is true 
of Art, that it' partly brings the work of Nature to com
pletion, partly imitates Na tu re ' (Phys. 2. 8. I 99 a I 5). 

Prelimin- The Second Book still keeps the ideal point of view in 
ary lessons . . 
learnt in sight ( cp. 2. T. I 260 b 27 sqq.), though, like the First Book 
tBhe Skecond and indeed the whole treatise, it seeks to draw attention, 

00 • 

not only to 'that which is normal and correct,' but also to 
'that which is useful' (cp. I. 3. 1253 b 15 sq.). Apparently 
critical and negative, it really is something more : it so 
conducts its review of constitutions as to suggest by its 
indication of their defects the true principles on which 
society should be organized. It thus forms a good intro
duction to the sketch of the best constitution in the Fourth 
Book, and its teaching is in full harmony with the teaching 
of that part of the Politics. A brief reference to its main 
conclusions will illustrate this. 

The State, we learn, though a Kowwvta, is not a Koivwv{a 

in everything that can be shared, but only in those 
things which can be shared with advantage to virtue and 
to friendship ; self-completeness, not the maximum of 
unity, is the aim which should be kept in view in construct
ing it; its institutions should satisfy, not run counter to, 
that moderate and reasonable love of self which nature has 
implanted in man; education is the truest and most whole
some means of promoting harmony in the State, for it 
does not lessen, like some other specifics, the opportunities 
of virtuous action, but on the contrary produces virtue, 
which is the secret of concord ; and again, if a State is to 
be happy, some part at any rate of its population must be 
in possession of happiness, for if no part of it is happy, it 
cannot be happy as a whole. Aristotle keeps this last 
principle in view in constituting his ideal citizen-body. He 
surrounds its members with the means of virtuous and 
happy activity, and makes their happiness give happiness 
to the State. 

From the criticism on Phaleas of Chalcedon we learn not 
to expect too much from legislation equalizing landed 
property, apart from an improvement in the moral tone of 
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the community. The equalization of landed property, or 
even of property in general, which Phaleas forgot to equalize, 
is an insufficient preventive by itself of civil discord ( O"TaO"lS' ). 

To make it effective for this purpose, a limit must be 
imposed on reproduction, properties must not only be equal
ized but made of that amount which is most favourable to 
virtue, and the laws of the State must secure to each man 
an education which will moderate his desires. Equality of 
property will not do much to prevent civil disturbance 
originating among the Many, but it will wholly fail to touch 
movements caused by a desire for superior distinction on 
the part of the Few. It will, at the utmost, only remove 
one cause for the commission of wrong (aolda)-absolute 
want of the necessaries of life ; but men commit wrong 
even when their immediate necessities are fully supplied, 
for the sake of the gratification which they derive from 
superfluities, and it is thus that the greatest wrongs come 
to be committed. If these wrongs are to be prevented, 
men must be taught to be temperate, and to seek even 
•painless pleasure,' not in forms which presuppose power 
over their fellows, but in philosophy, which derives the 
pleasure it confers from sources lying wholly within our
selves. Nor must the amount of wealth which it is desir
able that the members of the State should possess, be 
settled without reference to the security of the State from 
external perils. Phaleas confines his attention to dangers 
arising within the State. On the whole-it is thus that 
Aristotle sums up one of the most successful of his criti
cisms-equality of property will be of some avail in pre
venting civil discord, but not of much, for it will not pacify 
the more aspiring spirits, nor will it in the long run satisfy 
the Many, for these live for the satisfaction of desire, which 
is in its nature unlimited, and soon tire of the • two obols,' 
which were enough for them at first. The only real 
security against internal perils is to make the better natures 
indisposed to commit injustice, and to see that the worse 
are at once too weak in numbers to do so, and are not 
provoked to it by wrong. The criticism on Phaleas, then, 
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like that on Plato, arrives at the conclusion that education 
is the best guarantee for concord in the State ; and it 
points to an education favourable at once to morality and 
philosophical aptitude, coinciding fully with the fourteenth 
and fifteenth chapters of the Fourth Book (compare, for 

instance, I 334 a 28-34). 
Aristotle's division of the land of his ideal State into 

public and private land was perhaps suggested by a pro
vision in the constitution of Hippodamus, though Aristotle 
does not use the public land for the maintenance of the 
soldiers of the State. He anticipated Aristotle also in the 
distinction of the military from the agricultural class. 

From the Lacedaemonian State Aristotle learnt much, 
though rather in the way of warning than of example. He 
learnt the necessity of organizing the slave-system of his 
State with care; he learnt· not to leave the life of the 
women unregulated, nor property very unequally distri
buted ; the citizen's lot of land should be inalienable by 
sale or gift, and indivisible, and a check should be placed 
on the increase of population. The syssitia should be 
put on an improved footing, so that no citizen need 
cease to be a citizen for want of the means of paying 
his contribution to them. It was a good point in the 
Lacedaemonian constitution, that all elements of the State 
-kings, upper classes, and people-found something in it to 
satisfy them, and Aristotle would not disturb the popular 
basis of the ephorate, but he would reform the mode by 
which ephors were elected, so as to get better men, would 
not allow them to act as judges in important trials without 
any laws to guide them, and would make the supreme 
control which they exercised over other magistracies some
thing different from what it was. Membership of the 
senate, again, should not be for life, for the mind grows old 
as well as the body. The arrangements respecting the 
senate are designedly such as to stimulate a love of distinc
tion, which is unwise, for it is one of the main sources of 
wrong-doing. The way in which senators are selected is 
unsatisfactory, and the same thing may also be said of the 
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kings. The Lacedaemonian lawgiver aims at producing 
one kind of virtue only, military virtue, which finds no 
employment in leisure, and therefore was of little use to 
the community when victory had been won, and its wars 
were over (cp. 4 (7). 14. 1333 a 15-15. 1334 b 5); and, 
which is worse, he teaches his citizens to value virtue as 
a means to external goods, or in other words, to value 
these more than virtue. 

The upshot of the whole chapter is, that in the Lace
daemonian State we find a small and dwindling body of 
citizens, surrounded by hostile Hellenic slaves; trained 
only for war, not for pacific rule, and taught to count 
wealth and distinction greater goods than even the mili
tary virtue they prize; organized ill both in State and in 
household, for not only are their rulers selected by an un
satisfactory method, and often superannuated or inferior, 
though charged with great responsibilities, but the hard life 
imposed on the citizens stands in strong contrast to the 
disorderly lives of their wives. We shall find that Aristotle 
takes pains in constructing his State to avoid every one of 
the defects which he here signalizes. 

From Crete he learns less, but he learns the true use of 
the public land (2. IO. 1272a 17 sq.: cp.4(7). 10. 133oa 11 

sq.), a better organization of the syssitia than the Lace
daemonian, and the necessity that law and not human 
caprice shall be supreme, if a real constitution, or indeed 
a real State, is to exist. In the Carthaginian as in the 
Lacedaemonian State he finds that all classes of society 
are content with their position-a rare circumstance in 
Greece - but that the contentment of the Carthaginian 
people with their political lot is based, not, like that of the 
Lacedaemonian, on a participation in one of the great 
offices of state, but on their share in the advantages de
rivable from the imperial position of Carthage, and conse
quently rests on a less secure basis. The Carthaginian 
constitution also was too ready to admit wealth to a share 
of the homage which is due to virtue, and thus tended to 
mislead the popular judgment and to teach it to give more 
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honour to external goods than they deserve. Besides, to 
make the two greatest magistracies purchaseable was to 
imperil the good government of the State. 

We see, however, that under both the Carthaginian and 
the Lacedaemonian constitutions virtue tended to fill a 
larger place in the government and life of the State than 
under most others, and that it will be Aristotle's aim so to 
organize his best State and its education as completely to 
realize the ideal which these two constitutions vaguely and 
not very successfully 'felt after.' 

Third We pass at this point from the Second to the Third 
Book of 
the Poli- Book of the Politics, from the criticism of certain pro-
ti~s-?is- posed or existing constitutions to an attempt to determine 
tnbution h h . h f . . h" d f 1 . h d of rights of ow t e ng ts o citizens 1p an o ru e-m ot er wor s, 
citdizenfshi

1
p the higher social activities-should be distributed by the 

an o rue. 
constitution; and Aristotle's plan appears to be, first to 
discuss how a normal (op8~), or just, constitution will distri
bute them, next to set forth how they will be distributed 
in the best State 1• The distribution of these functions, as 
distinguished from the lower or necessary ones, is, in fact, 
usually stated to be not merely the chief, but the only 
problem which the constitution has to solve. So we read 
(Pol. 6 (4). I. 1289 a 15 sqq.: cp. 3. 6. 1278 b 8 sqq.)-'lToA.m{a 

' f ' ft "" I\ ( \ ' ., f I f µ,Ev yap E<Jn Ta\y;- Tais TrOl\E<JtV 1J 'lTEpi Tas apxas, nva TpoTrov 

vEvEµ,T}vrai, Kat TL To dpwv rijs 'lTOA.in{as Kat T{ To TEA.os EKcl<JT1JS 

r~s Koivwv[as E<Jr{v. It is the course taken by the constitution 
in this matter that determines its character : constitutions 
differ because they allot the right of ruling, or in other 
words supreme authority in the State, to different persons 
or groups of persons. It is evident, however, if we refer to 
passages such as 2. 6. 1264 b 31 sqq., that the constitution 

1 We seem to observe a similar 
transition in Plato's Republic, for 
at the beginning of the fifth book, 
Socrates, looking back at the 
State sketched in the second, 
third, and fourth, says : dyaBfiv 
p.iv rolvvv rfiv rotaUTl'JV rr6Xtv TE Kat 

7l"OAtT£la11 KaL JpBfiv KaAoo Kat avllpa 
rov roiovro11, KaKa> lli ra> tlA"Aa> Kat 
~p.aprt}µiva>, K.r.X. In the fifth 
and later books, on the other 
hand, we are conscious of some 
heightening of the ideal. 
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also regulates, or may regulate, the whole position of the 
classes concerned with 'necessary functions,' the position of 
women, and the educational organization of the State. It 
is thus that the little treatise of Xenophon which bears the 
title AaKEoaiµovlwv noA.inCa, concerns itself as much with 
the 'pursuits of the Spartans' (c. I. init.), their 'mode of 
life' (c. 5), their enforced abstinence from money-making 
( c. 7 ), as with the political organization of the State. Still 
the policy which a constitution follows in all these matters 
will be determined by the course it takes with regard to 
the central subject of its competence. 

Here we commence that which was to a Greek the Import

central inquiry of Political Science. The Greeks ascribed ~~~~e~\ 
to the constitution a far-reaching ethical influence. Demos- the Greeks 

h h · f l' 1 h h to the con-t enes repeats t e saymg o an ear 1er orator , t at t e stitution: 

laws are regarded by all good men as 'the mind and will the_ consti-

f h S ' ( / ~ , ) d h l d tutwn the o t e tate rponoi TYJS noA.Ews , an we ave a rea y seen 'mode of 

(above, p. 94, note 2), how Isocrates speaks of the con- ~fet~~osen 
stitution. To Plato and Aristotle the constitution is a siate'
powerful influence for good or evil: it is only in the best ~~~~i~~~to 
State, says the latter, that the virtue of the good man it over the 

d h . f h . . . 'd h . f 11 h life and an t e virtue o t e citizen comet e, w ence 1t o ows t at character 

constitutions other than the best require for their mainten- of those 
living 

ance some other kind of virtue than that of the good man. under it. 

In the vaster States of to-day opinion and manners are 
slower to reflect the tendency of the constitution : in the 
small city-States of ancient Greece they readily took its 
colour 2

• It was thus that in the view of the Greeks every 

10 0 yap El'TrELll TLllU cf>aaw Ell vµ'iv, a remarkable passage of the Poli
aX718€s dva[ µ01 lJolCEL, OTL TOV>VOµ.ous tics (6 (4). 5. 1292 b II-21); but 
clrravTES V11"EtA!jcf>au111, OUOI uwcf>po- the language of Aristotle implies 
11ovu1, rporrous- rrys rroAEw> Elvai (De- that this disharmony was com
mosth. adv. Timocr. c. 210, quoted manly only temporary, and oc
by A. Schaefer, Demosthenes 1. curred for the most part when 
293. 1). Cp. Aeschin. adv. Tim- the authors of a revolution after 
arch. § 4, and Plato, Rep. 544 D. effecting a constitutional change 

2 Cases no doubt occurred in did not at once proceed to alter 
which the sentiments and habits the pre-existing laws, but con
of society were not adjusted to tented themselves for a time (ra 
the constitution, as we learn from rrpwrn) with the bare possession 

VOL. I. P 
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constitution had an accompanying ~8os, which made itself 
felt in all the relations of life. Each constitutional form 
exercised a moulding influence on virtue ; the good citizen 
was a different being in an oligarchy, a democracy, and an 
aristocracy. Each constitution embodied a scheme of life, 
and tended, consciously or not, to bring the lives of those 
living under it into harmony with its particular scheme. If 
the law provides that the highest offices in the State shall 
be purchaseable or confines them to wealthy men, it in
spires ipso facto a respect for weal th in the citizens ( 2. I I. 

I 273 a 35 sqq.). Thus Plato and Aristotle are true to Greek 
feeling when they speak of the constitution as a 'life' (/3fos ), 
or 'the imitation of a life' (µ.Cµ.71<ns f3lov )1. Expressions not 
very dissimilar have been used by modern writers who have 
studied the change produced in France and in Europe by 
the French Revolution. 'The plain fact is,' says a writer in 
the Saturday Review (July 8, 1882, p. 57), 'that the ideas 
of '89 involved not so much a new departure in politics
like (e.g.) the English Revolution of a century earlier, or 
the almost contemporary American one-as a new method 
of interpreting life altogether, or, as De Maistre expressed 
it "a new religion 2.''' Aristotle would trace a similar change 

of power. Contrast the prompt- yevwv Kai Kwµ,wv Ko<vwvia (wry> Te
ness with which Timoleon after /\.las Kat avTap1<ovs. Plato is made 
his victory over the tyrants pro- to say in Epist. 5. 321 D, frn yap 
ceeded to recast the laws, even o'i ns cf>wv'1 Twv 7roA<Tetwv EKUCJT7]>, 
those relating to contracts, in a Ka8a7rf p•i Twwv (o/wv, K.T.A. 
democratic sense (Diod. 16. 70). 2 Compare Burke, Thoughts on 

1 Cp. Plato, Laws 817 B, rriicrn French Affairs ( \\-orks 3. 350, 
••• '1µ,!v '1 7roAtT•ta ~vv€rrT1JKE µ,iµ,11- Bohn) : 'the present Revolution 
cris Tov Kn'A/\irrTov Kat dpicrTov {3iov : in France seems to me . . . to 
Aristot. Pol.6 (4). l l. 1295 a4o,ry 7ro- bear little resemblance or analogy 
")unia f:3ios Ti> €rrn 7rOAEw>: 4 (7). to any of those which have been 
I. 1323 a 14, rr•pt 'lrOALTflaS" apiUTTJS" brought about in Europe upon 
Tov µ,€1\/\ovrn 7roiYiuauBai TTJV 7rpocr'i- principles merely political. It is 
KOVITUV ('iTTJITLJI avayKTJ Ot0p!crau{)m a revolution of docfn"ne and theo-
7rpWTOV, Tis alpETwrnTos {3los: 4 (7). retie dogma. It has a much greater 
8. 1328 a 41, UAAOV yap Tp07rOV Kai resemblance tO those Changes 
oi' a/\/\wv EKUUTOL TOUTO (sc. fVOllL- which have been made upon re
µ,ovlav) B11~•vovn> ;ovs, TE /3iuvr i,r/- ligious grounds, in which a spirit 
povs rrowvvrni Ka< Ta> 7roA<TELas. of proselytism makes an essential 
Thus too the State, which is said part. The last revolution of doc
to be a Koivwvia of citizens in a con- trine. and theory which has hap
stitution in 3. 3. 1276 b l sq., is pened in Europe, is the Reforma
described in 3. 9. 1280 b 40 as Ti tion.' 
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in every transition from one constitution to another. We 
are familiar enough with the fact that some homogeneity of 
opinion and character is essential in those who are to work 
harmoniously together as fellow-citizens of the same State. 
' Our ideal of life is not the Irish ideal, our standard of 
duty is not theirs' (Times, Dec. 25, I 883); to this in part 
the friction between the two sections of the United King
dom is sometimes set down. ' The mischief to be dealt 
with is that a nation united under one government and 
living on a narrow and strictly limited area is at this 
moment dangerously heterogeneous in its tastes, habits, and 
general ways of regarding life' (Times, May 29, 1884). 

It is not surprising that Aristotle found the identity of 
the State in its constitution (3. 3. 1276 b 9). It was per
haps in part because changes of constitution meant so 
much, that they were so frequent in ancient Greece and 
so keenly fought over. To be an oligarch living under a 
democratic constitution, or vice versa, must have been a 
painful experience and one from which most men were 
glad to escape as soon as possible. 

Plato and Aristotle may perhaps rate the influence of 
the constitution too high, but it is a merit in them, that they 
never lose sight, as many modern inquirers have done, of 
the full significance of the State and its organization. They 
see it to be an ethical influence for good or ill. 

The question how many different ways there are of The popu-

11 . h . h' h l . . lar classifi-a ottmg supreme aut onty was one w IC popu ar op1111on cation of 

in Greece found no difficulty in answering. According to c_onstitu-

h ·1· . h 1 h 'bl hons. t e preva1 mg view, t ere were on y t ree poss1 e con-
stitutions-monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy-the rule 
of one man, or a few, or the many 1• Under monarchy 

1 So Herodotus (3. 80-82); each, a better and a worse; ol 
Aeschines (adv. Timarch. § 4), rroA.A.oi, according to Plato, Laws 
who reckons Tvpnwif in the place 714 B ; Plutarch, de Monarchia 
of monarchy; the eulogists of the et Democratia et Oligarchia, c. 3. 
Lacedaemonian constitution in Kingship and Tyranny were pro
Aristot. Pol. 2. 6. 1265 b 33 sqq. ; bably often confounded in com
Isocrates (Panath. § 132), who, mu11 parlance : cp. Philochor. 
however, admits two fom1s of fragm. 5 (l\liiller, Fragm. Hist. 

p 2 
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would fall the two forms, Kingship and Tyranny: 
aristocracy, or the government of the best, would either be 
considered as identical with oligarchy (Thuc. 6. 39 : cp. 
Aristot. Pol. 6 (4)· 8. 1293 b 36 sqq.), or as a species of it 
(Isocr. Panath. § 132: Aristot. Pol. 6 (4)· 3. 1290 a 16). 
Some, however, made aristocracy a constitution by itself, 
thus counting four (Pol. 6 (4). 7. 1293 a 35 sqq.: Rhet. I. 8. 
1365 b 29), while others brought all constitutions under two 
heads, oligarchy and democracy. Others, again, made up 
four constitutions by adding to monarchy, oligarchy, and 
democracy a form compounded of all three, which they also 
held to be the best (Pol. 2. 6. u65 b 33 sqq.). This was an 
idea which had a great future before it. 

Principles The philosophers were not content with a classification 
of Socrates f · · · h. · 1 b · A · and Plato. o constitutions resting on t is numenca as1s. consti-

tution was to them an ethical force, and it was by their 
ethical consequences that constitutions were to be classi
fied. Thus the classification which Xenophon ascribes to 
Socrates implied that constitutions should be distinguished, 
not by the number of the depositaries of power, but by 
their attributes and by the character of their rule. He 
marked off Kingship from Tyranny, rule being exercised 
in the former constitution over willing subjects and in 
accordance with law, not so in the latter; he distinguished 
aristocracy as the form in which offices are filled ' from the 
ranks of those who fulfil the behests of the lav,·' ( h rwv ra 

v6µ.iµ.a EmnA.ovvrwv: cp. Aristot. Rhet. I. 8. 1365 b 34 sq.), 
plutocracy as that in which there is a property qualification 
for office, democracy as that in which office is open to all 
(Xen. Mem. 4. 6. I 2). He also held that the true king or 
statesman is marked off from the counterfeit by the posses
sion of knowledge, but he does not appear to have adjusted 
his classification of constitutions to this view. 

Plato adopts different classifications in different dia-

Gr. I. 385), ol o~v 'A(}~llTJ<TL p~Toprr, €xov<TL rovs {3a<TLAEaS rupcivvous Ka• 
ws fl/ a.,,p.oKpariq. 1TOALTEUO!J-EllOL1 Wos AELV. 
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logues. He seems in the Politicus, as Susemihl remarks 1, 
to be building on a Socratic foundation ; his best State, 
according to this dialogue, is that in which a single 
sovereign possessed of Science rules : next below this 
come Monarchy governed by Law, Aristocracy (in other 
words, Oligarchy governed by Law), and Democracy 
governed by Law: below (in order of merit) stand Demo
cracy unrestrained by Law, the corresponding Oligarchy, 
and Tyranny (Polit. 302 B sqq.). 

In the Republic the Kingship and Aristocracy of philo
sophers ruling uncontrolled by Law stand together at the 
summit: next in order, we have a 'timocracy,' such as the 
Lacedaemonian or Cretan constitution : next come, ranged 
in order of demerit, Oligarchy, Democracy 2 , and Tyranny: 
the intermediate stratum of constitutions governed by Law, 
which is so prominent in the Politicus, here disappears 3• 

In the Laws, however, it reappears in the shape of the 
constitution of that dialogue, which takes its place next to 
the ideal State of the Republic and above the Lacedaemonian 
and Cretan forms. But in this constitution we trace not 
merely the element of legality, but the equally important 
principle of mixture. Restraint is exercised not only by law, 
but by the simultaneous representation in the government 
of various principles, which check each other and give law 
a chance of holding its own. It will be observed that 
Plato applies the term Aristocracy both to the ideal rule 
of philosophers and to the Oligarchy governed by Law
an use of the term which leaves traces of itself, as we 
shall see, in Aristotle's account of constitutions. 

Plato, it is evident, worked out the view implied in 
Socrates' classification of constitutions, that they are to be 
distinguished, not so much by the number as by the 

1 Sus.2
, Note 533. 

2 Thus while in the Republic 
Democracy is ranked below Oli
garchy, in the Politicus, when 
without law, it stands above Oli
garchy without law. 

3 According to Aristotle (Pol. 

6 (4). 7. 1293 b I), Plato in the 
Republic recognizes only four con
stitutions-monarchy, oligarchy, 
democracy, and aristocracy. Does 
Aristotle reckon Plato's 'timo
cracy ' under the head of aris
tocracy? 
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character of the depositaries of power, or by the nature of 
their rule. Each constitution thus represents a different 
view with regard to the attributes which the ruler should 
possess : this was perhaps suggested to him by the analogy 
that he holds to exist between the soul of the individual 
and the State, which leads him to imagine five types of 
human character running parallel with the five con
stitutions. As each constitution corresponded, in his 
view, to a character, it was natural to conclude that the 
difference between constitutions is a moral difference, 
like the difference between characters. 

Views of No subject is more frequently discussed by Aristotle 
Aristotle 
as to the than the question how it is that there are more constitu-
c_Iassifica- tions than one and how many there are; and the views 
tlon of con-
stitutions: he expresses on this subject are by no means entirely self-
they de- consistent 1• 
velope pro-
gressively Plato had not distinctly asked himself what are the 
as we ad- h" h d . h . . f S b t vance in causes w IC etermme t e constltut10n o a tate, u 
the Third he would appear to hold that the main cause is a variation 
Book, and 
as we pass in the character of the citizens. The descent from the 
¥~~dt~~ ideal Republic, at all events, down the scale of imperfect 
the Sixth. forms keeps pace with and is brought about by a deterio-

ration of character. In the Politics this view survives side 
by side with others with which it is not explicitly re
conciled. 

We will take first the discussion of the question which 
we find in the Third Book. Aristotle begins by accepting 
provisionally the popular distinction between constitutions 
which give supreme authority to the One, the Few, or the 
Many; but each of these, we learn, may study the com
mon good or the good of the depositary or depositaries of 
power only. We have thus six constitutions-Kingship, 
Aristocracy, Polity, in which the One, Few, or Many 

1 See Pol. 3. 7. I 279 a 22 sqq.: 
4 (7). 8. 1328 a 40 sq. : 4 (7). 9. 
1328 b 29 sq.: 6 (4). 3-4: 7 (5). 
I. 1301 a 25 sqq. On Aristotle's 
classification of constitutions the 

interesting essay of Teichmiiller, 
' Die Aristotelische Eintheilung 
der Verfassungsformen' (St. Pe
tersburg, 1859), is we!J. worth 
reading. 
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govern for the general advantage, and Tyranny, Oligarchy, 
and Democracy 1, in which the One, Few, or Many govern 
for their own advantage. The three former are normal 
( 6pOaC) constitutions : the three latter are deviation-forms 
( 7rapEK{3a<TEL~ ). The deviation-forms contravene the aim with 
which the State was originally formed and for which it 
exists-the aim of the common advantage (3. 6. 1278 b 
2 1 ). The kind of rule which obtains in all of them is 
similar to that which a master exercises over his slaves 
(oE<T'Tl'OTlK~ apx~)-in other words, rule is exercised in them, 
primarily at all events, for the good of the ruler. 

The distinction thus drawn between normal constitutions 
and deviation-forms was not invented by Aristotle. It is 
evident from Pol. 3. 3. I 276 a 10-13 that the contrast 
between 'constitutions for the common good' and · consti
tutions not for the common good, but based on force' was 
familiar enough to the Greeks, though the tendency (no 
doubt Athens is referred to) was to confine the latter 
designation to oligarchies and tyrannies, whereas Aristotle 
holds that democracies should also be brought under this 
head. Plato uses the very same term-' normal con
stitution' (6p(}~ 7roA.info)-in the Republic, Politicus, and 
Laws. In the Republic, he claims that the ideal State 
there described, whether it appears in the form of a 
Kingship or an Aristocracy, is the only truly normal consti
tution (Rep. 449 A); and so again in the Politicus he makes 
the possession of Science by the ruling authority the test of 
a normal constitution ( 292 A sqq.) 2• In the Laws, how
ever, we find the germ of the distinction drawn by Aristotle 

1 Aristotle, as a writer in the 
Guardian (Jan. 27, 1886) points 
OUt, always regards (jTJfl-OKpar/a as 
a rrapiK{:Jacn>, and calls the normal 
constitution of which it is the 
deviation-form by the name of 
rro'Atrela, while Polybius, on the 
contrary, uses fJ17µ.0Kparla in a 
favourable sense and calls its 
perversion ox"><oKparia. Aristotle 
seems to have found the term 
rro'Atn!a used in his own day to 

designate constitutions which were 
at one time known as 'democra
cies' (Pol. 6 (4.) 13. 1297 b 24). 

2 The question is here asked, 
Ti olv ; ol0µf8&. rtva ToVrwv rWv 
TrOAlTE!WV opO~v Elvai TOVTOL> TOL> 

opoi> opiu0E'iuav, lvt Kat o?<.{yoi> Kat 
7ToXAoLr Kai TTAnVr<p KaL rrfvig. Kal rq) 
{3taioo KaL €Kovulw KaL µerll ypaµµO
TWV 'Knl tlvfv v~Jµoov ~upf3aivovuav 
ylyveuOai; 
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between the two kinds of constitution: cp. Laws 715 B, 
1 .,,_, ,+.' < ~ ~ '''"' \I "''e' Tavras UYJ1rDV 'l'ap..EV YJP.,HS vvv OVT HVaL ?TOl\.LTHaS OVT op OV!> 

I rl ' t I r- I\ rf " ""' , le • voµovs, O<TOL P..Y/ 1,,vµ1ra<TYJS TTJS ?TOl\.EWS EVEKa TOV KOWOV ETE YJ<Tav 

ot o' EVEKa TlVWV, <TTaCTLWTElaS, aA.A.' ov ?TOALTELas 1, TOVTOVS cpaµl.v, 

Kal Ta TOVTWV OLKaLa a </Ja<TLV EivaL µar17v Elp7j<T0ai. But Aris
totle does not deny to the deviation-forms the name of con
stitutions, so far as they are governed by law (6 (4). 4. i292a 
30 sqq.), and he allows a partial validity to the notion of 
justice on which they rest (3. 9. 1280 a 9). Nor does he 
agree with the view of Plato in the Politicus (293 A) that 
'normal rule' (ope~ apx11) can only be looked for from one 
man or two, or at all events a very few. Thus he re
cognizes the Polity as a normal constitution. Plato's 
two tests of 'that which is normal '-science in the 
ruler and the aim of the common good-do not, we notice, 
lie far apart ( cp. Polit. 296 E sqq., and especially the 
words cfJ<T7rEp 0 KV{3EpV~Tl'JS TO r7js VEWS Kal vavrwv aEl fvµcpl.pov 

?TapacpvA.arrwv ), and thus Aristotle himself treats the rule 
exercised by science as exercised, in fact, for the advan
tage of the ruled (Pol. 3. 6. 1278 b 40 sqq.). The distinc
tion between governments which rule for the common good 
and governments which rule for the advantage of the 
rulers appears also in the De Pace of Isocrates (§ 91 ). 

The principle involved in this distinction, however com
monplace it may seem to us, was rightly made by these 
inquirers a cardinal point of Political Science 2• Political 

1 Cicero goes perhaps a little 
further, and not only denies these 
constitutions the name of 'con
stitutions,' but denies the name 
of 'respublica' to States which 
do not aim at the common good, 
for his definition of 'respublica' 
(De Rep. I. 2 5. 39) is 'res populi, 
populus autem non omnis homi
num coetus quoquo modo congre
gatus, sed coetus multitudinis juris 
consensu et utilitatis communione 
sociatus.' But what name would 
he give to the States, if such there 
are, which are not 'respublicae ' ? 

' It must be confessed that 
Aristotle goes far to mar the prin-

ciple when he confines the 'com
mon advantage' which the con
stitution is to study to the common 
advantage of the citizens (3· 13. 
1283 b 40), for he thus makes 
his requirement one which any 
oligarchy that chose to limit the 
number of the citizens might 
satisfy. He probably, however, 
had a democracy in view, and 
there the principle even in this 
form would be valuable. \Ve note 
that Xenophon makes Cambyses 
charge Cyrus not to rule his 
Per_sians E7Tt 1TAwvE~ig, as the 
nations dependent on Persia are 
ruled (Cyrop. 8. 5. 24). 
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controversialists have spent their efforts for centuries in 
the search for some indefeasible sovereign-Emperor, Pope, 
or People. Aristotle's doctrine is, that the true supreme 
authority is the One, the Few, or the Many, who can rule 
for the common good. 

So far we have only the beginnings of a classification 
of constitutions: we have marked off the normal consti
tutions from the deviation-forms, but how are the three 
former, or again the three latter, to be distinguished from 
each other? As to the deviation-forms, Aristotle corrects 
at once the definitions of oligarchy and democracy which 
he has given: oligarchy is not the constitution in which 
the few rule for their own advantage, but that in which 
the rich rule for their own advantage; and so again in 
democracy it is not the many, but the poor, that hold 
sway and rule for their own advantage. The contrast 
between the holders of power in the two constitutions 
thus becomes, not a numerical, but a qualitative contrast. 
The account given of the remaining deviation-form 
(tyranny), however, remains unaltered; and as to the 
normal constitutions, we are allowed for the moment to 
conclude that the distinction between them is only a 
numerical one, except that we are warned (3. 7. 1279 a 39 
sqq.) that the many who rule in a polity will not possess 
full virtue. But the succeeding discussions of the Third 
Book add a new point of contrast between the two classes 
of constitution. That which is for the common good is 
identified by Aristotle at the commencement of the Twelfth 
Chapter (1282b 17) with that which is just, and thus we 
find that the deviation-forms are not only wrong in the 
aim of their rule, but are the outcome of injustice, for they 
mistake that which is partially just for the absolutely just 
(3. 13. i283a 26 sqq.). They sin not only against the 
common good but also against justice. We learn more 
clearly than ever that the difference between the two classes 
of constitution is a moral difference 1• Even, indeed, within 

1 In Eth. Nic.8. 13. 1161 a Jo sqq., &µBal TroA1r•tat and 7l'ap•Kf3a<Tm is 
another point of contrast between noticed : in the latter there is 
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the normal constitutions a moral difference discloses itself: 
the Absolute Kingship (naµ(3acnA.da) and the ideal Aris
tocracy are found to represent the 'rule of virtue fully 
provided with external means with a view to the most 
perfect and desirable life' (3· 18. 1288 a 32-37: cp. 6 (4)· 2. 
1289a 32), and to be, in reality, a single form (6 (4). 3. 
I 290 a 24), standing at the head of the list of constitutions 
as the 'most normal constitution' ( opBoraTYJ noA.inta, 6 (4). 
8. 1293 b 25), while the Polity is a deviation from this, 
and the deviation-forms hitherto so termed are deviations 
twice removed from the ideal original. This at least is 
the teaching of the Sixth Book. In that book the six 
constitutions are no longer ranged three against three, as 
in the Third : on the contrary, they succeed each other 
on a descending scale arranged on an ethical basis, very 
much like the descending scale in the Republic. Aristotle 
has here, in fact, apparently almost come round to the 
view of Plato, that the only really normal constitution 
is the Ideal Kingship or Aristocracy. 

The best State in its two forms is thus not merely the 
best, but the most normal of the normal States: it is the 
State as Nature designed it to be. The others are failures. 
The earlier classification of constitutions into two contrasted 
groups of three has been reconsidered, with the result of 
clearing our views of the nature of each constitution, 
and also of placing the two ideal forms on a pinnacle by 
themselves. 

We have gained fresh light as to the nature of the 
various constitutions as we have advanced from one chapter 
to another of the Third Book, and still more on passing 
from the Third to the Sixth. 

As to Kingship, we learn that it is not enough to con
stitute a true Kingship that the single ruler should rule for 
the common good: he must possess a great superiority 
over those he rules in virtue and resources (apET~ KEXoprrrri-

nothing common between ruler 
and ruled; they are not united 
by a common aim for the common 

good: cp. Pol. 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 25 
sqq. 
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µivry)1. This is, in fact, the case in the Absolute Kingship 
(7raµ(3acnAda), and the Kingship which is subject to law is 
not really a separate constitution, for it may find a place 
in any and every constitution (3. 16. t287 a 3 sqq.). 

So again, Aristocracy is not simply a form in which 
a few rule for the common good, but one in which these 
few are men of full virtue (a7TAw~ <T7Tovoa'i:oL), and possessed 
of a full complement of external means (6 (4). 2. 1289 a 32: 
4 (7). 13· 1332 a 32), or in which the virtue of man and 
citizen coincide (6 (4). 7. 1293 b 5). The name, however, 
is also applied to constitutions which combine a recognition 
of the claims of the people and of the rich (6 (4). 8. 1294 a 
24), or of the people only (6 (4). 7. 1293 b 16), with a 
recognition of the claims of virtue ; or even, if the 
text is not corrupt or interpolated, to constitutions which, 
resembling a Polity, approach Oligarchy more nearly than 
the polity does (6 (4). 7. 1293 b 20). It should be observed 
that in these less genuine Aristocracies the virtue recognized 
is not that recognized by the true Aristocracy (the virtue 
of the good man), but 'virtue relative to the constitution' 
(6 (4). 7. 1293 b 5 sqq.). 

So again, the Polity is not marked off merely by the 
aim with which its rulers rule : we learn, in fact, at the 
outset that the citizen-body in it will possess an imperfect 
type of virtue-military virtue 2 

: the class which will be 
supreme in the Polity will be the hoplite class (3. 7. l 279 b 
2), or, as we are told later, a mixture of the well-to-do and 
the poor (6 (4). 8. 1294 a 22), in which the 'moderately 
wealthy' (µi<ToL) are strong ( 6 ( 4 ). II). 

We have already seen how much modification the original 
account of Democracy and Oligarchy receives immediately 
after it is given. 

Thus the first description and classification of constitu-

1 Cp. Pol. 3. 15. 1286 a 5: Eth. 
Nie. 8. 12. 1160 b 3 (where for 
KATJP(J)To~ {3arnA<v~, cp. Plato, Polit. 
zgo E, Tcf A.axovn {3mnA<I). 

2 The fact that virtue, though of 
an imperfect kind, is recognized 

in the Polity seems occasionally 
to be lost sight of, as for instance 
in 6 (4). 7. 1293 b ro, where it is 
implied that in a Polity virtue will 
not be the deciding consideration 
in elections to office. 
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tions (3· 7) is not only a mere outline, but it is tentative 
and provisional. A closer study of them reveals to us that 
they differ among themselves, not only in the aim and 
nature of the rule exercised in them, but in the qualities of 
the rulers, or in other words, the attributes to which they 
award supreme power. When once we apply this stan
dard, the ideal Kingship and Aristocracy present the 
aspect of a single constitution, for they both award power 
to · virtue fully furnished with external means ' ; and 
below them, the so-called Aristocracies, the Polity, 
Democracy, Oligarchy, and Tyranny are readily dis
tinguishable from each other. 

We arrive, in fact, at the following list of constitutions, 
each finding the characteristic by which it is defined (opos) 
in the attribute, or group of attributes, to which it awards 
power:-

7rap.{'JacrtA£{a, true aptG'TOl<paTLa 
so-called ap1rrT01<paT[a 

'fl"OA!TELa 
lJ17p.01<paTLa 
o'Aiyapx[a 

8por 

" 
,, 
" 
" 

dp!TTJ KEXDPT/Y'JP.EJ/1/ 
dpET~, 7TAOVTOr, €'A.w8Epta, 

Or apET~, lJijµ.os 
7rAOiiTor, £'A.w8£pfo 
EAEVB!pLa 
7rAOVTOS. 

What the opos of Tyranny is, we do not learn, though its 
end is said to be, like that of oligarchy, wealth (7 (5). 10. 

13u a 10): it is, indeed, hardly a constitution. 

Aristotle's We naturally ask how it happens that all actually exist-
account of • · · d" 1 f h the causes mg constitutions 1verge more or ess rom t e true type-
of consti- how it is that the best constitution in its two forms is not 
tutional 
diversity. also the only existing constitution. This is a question 

which Aristotle answers in more ways than one. 
His first answer is that the character and ethical level of 

a community determine its constitution. Thus the best 
constitution presupposes a certain degree and kind of 
virtue : the life lived in it is one for which most men are 
not adapted (6 (4)· II. 1295a 25 sqq.). Plato had already 
traced constitutions to character (Rep. 544 D ), and Aristotle 
echoes this view (Pol. 5 (8). 1. i337a 14, ro ~Oos ri;s 7roA.mtas 
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'I \ '~ \A, \I "{) \ \ I \ EKa<TT1/S' TO OLKflOV KaL 't'Vl\aTTflV flWO€ T71v 7TOl\.lTflaV KaL 
{)I '(:. ' ~ ? \ \ ~ \ ~ I \ ~) 

KaoL<TT'Y}<TLV E1, apxri<>, OLOV TO /UV U'Y]JJ.OKpaTLKOV U'Y}J.WKpanav, TO u 

oA.iyapxLKOV oA.iyapxCav· aEL OE TO {3EATL<TTOV ~OOS' {3EATfovoS' afrwv 

7ToA.inl.ar; ). The constitution expresses the creed of the com
munity with regard to the life it should live, or, in other 
words, with regard to the sources of happiness (4 (7). 8. 
1328 a 40 sq.). The laws embody the rule of life accepted 
by the State-a rule to which it may be unfaithful under 
pressure of temptation, just as the individual may ( ELnEp 

f , 'r/....' ( \ "I I >I \ ., \ I\ ( ) yap E<TTLV E't' EVOS' aKpacria, E<TTL KaL errL 7TOl\EWS', 7 5 . 9· 
J 310 a 18). Some constitutions admit to power classes 
which seek happiness in things not really productive of it 
(4 (7). 8. 1328 a 40 sq.: cp. 4 (7 ). 9. 1328 b 29 sq.: 6 (4). 
3. J 29oa 3 sq.) 1 • This view, however, seems not to be fully 
worked out, and the existence of more constitutions than 
one is commonly traced by Aristotle to a mistake, not 
as to the sources of happiness, but as to what is just. 
The less satisfactory constitutions are regarded on either 
hypothesis as the result of error ( aµapTrJµa, 7 (5). I. 1301 a 
25 sqq.: cp. 3. 9. l28oa 9 sqq.), whether this error relates to 
the sources of happiness or to that which is just. If we take 
the latter view, the error is that of men, who, being judges 
in their own case ( 1280 a 14), not unnaturally err as to the 
extent of their claims : indeed, there is really some basis of 
justice for the claims they make. The claim of democracy 
is that those who are on an equality with the rest in one 
thing (EA.w0Epla) shall be accounted equal in all (i.e. shall 
receive an equal amount of the advantages distributable 
by the State) 2 : that of oligarchy is that those who are 
unequal in one respect (wealth) shall receive an unequal 
amount in the distribution. 

So far the diversity of constitutions has been referred by 
1 The democratic classes would 

seek it in freedom, which they 
interpret as government by a 
majority and absence of control 
(8 (6). 2. 1317 a 40 sqq.): the oli
garchical classes in wealth and 
birth. 

2 It does not seem to be quite 

true that Greek democracy ex
pected absolute equality in all 
advantages distributable by the 
State ; we do not find, for in
stance, that all offices were filled 
by lot even in the extreme de
mocracy. 
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Aristotle to differences of ethical creed or varying versions 
of justice. But already in the foregoing, differences of 
creed have been connected with differences of class: some 
classes, we have been told, seek happiness in things not 
really productive of it, and their admission to power varies 
and vitiates the constitution. 

In the Sixth and Eighth Books of the Politics consti
tutional variation is referred, not to ethical, but to social 
differences. It is referred to the preponderance in the 
community of a given social element (7rorTov or 7Tot6v, 6 (4). 
12. 1296 b 17 sqq.), or of particular classes or occupations, 
or to the distribution of property, or again to variations 
in the •parts of the State' (µip11 7TOAEws) and th'e combi
nations formed out of them. A populous city swarming 
with artisans and traders, and still more a populous seaport, 
full of fishermen like Tarentum and Byzantium, or of 
trireme-oarsmen like the Peiraeus, or of merchant-sailors 
like Aegina and Chios, was the natural home of democratic 
feeling ( 6 (4). 4. 129 r b 20 sqq.). The extreme oligarchy, 
on the other hand, found its natural home in communities 
seated in great levels suitable for the action of cavalry 
(like those of Thessaly), whose safety depended on their 
cavalry, and where the richest class were consequently 
held in especial honour, while the more moderate type 
of oligarchy would exist where the safety of the State 
depended on the hoplites, and where the moderately well
to-do class, to which the hoplites mostly belonged, was 
strong (8 (6). 7. i32r a 8 sqq.). The cause which ultimately 
determines the political organization of a community may 
thus often be the character of the territory, and we under
stand how it happens that much care is taken to secure 
a satisfactory territory for the best State (4 (7). cc. 5-6). 

We see then that two distinct views of the causes of 
constitutional diversity find expression in different parts 
of the Politics, which Aristotle does not attempt to recon
cile. They are not, however, perhaps irreconcileable, if 
we bear in mind the hints which we have already gathered 
from the Fourth Book that ethical and social differences 
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do not lie far apart. We can readily understand that in 
Aristotle's view the predominance in a society of a defec
tive ethical creed or a wrong conception of justice is due 
to the predominance of classes which in the best State 
either do not exist or are relegated to obscurity. 

Still the Sixth and Eighth Books place the sources of 
constitutional imperfection in a light in which they are not 
placed in other Books of the Politics. We learn from them 
that the excellence of a State may depend in the long 
run on accidents of its geography or history, or in other 
words, on the favour of Nature and Fortune, and that 
its ethical character does not depend wholly on itself, 
but in part on the social, organization which circum
stances dictate to it. 

In tracing the constitution to social conditions, Aristotle Aristotle 

gives explicit recognition to an important truth, which ~;i:a~l~tto 
Plato had certainly not recognized with equal clearness, recognize 

h h h f h . h . d . r .1. h the truth t oug t e acts w 1c pomte to 1t were 1am1 1ar enoug . that the 

The genesis of the constitution of a State was perhaps c.onstitfu-
tion o a 

studied by Aristotle more closely and more successfully than State re-

it has been studied till recent times, for the 'social con- ~;~t: !~
tract' theory, so long dominant in political science, tended ten~ its 

d. . h . d h" h S social con-to 1sguise t e circumstances un er w 1c a tate comes ditions. 

by its constitution. The pictures drawn under its influence 
of a people meeting together and selecting its government, 
as a man might select a .house or an article of furniture, 
were of course consciously ideal, but they obscure our 
recognition of the fact which Aristotle had long ago 
pointed out, that the constitution of a State has its roots in 
what moderns term its social system. 

The question may, however, be asked-does a change 
of constitution, then, always imply a profound ethical or 
social change? Aristotle does not seem to have thought 
so. The book on Constitutional Change illustrates in 
every page, how misconduct on the part of the holders 
of power, or want of vigilance, or conduct arousing feelings 

·of envy, panic, or co"ntempt in the minds of those excluded 
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from power, or the presence of heterogeneous and inco
hesive elements in the citizen body, or even mere accident1 

may cause a change of constitution. Still these are only 
the occasions of change. They would be powerless for 
harm, if social contrasts, involving ethical ones, did not 
exist within the ranks of the community. 

A conflict between the ideas of different classes of men 
as to what makes for happiness and is just-this is, in 
brief, Aristotle's account of the causes which have brought 
more constitutions than one into being. Each constitution 
has an ~BM of its own and embodies a distinct view of life. 
The difference between them is not a mere numerical 
difference, but a difference of faith, a difference of cha
racter. 

What is the If we ask what is the value of Aristotle's classification 
';;i~~0~[e's of constitutions, it must of course be at once conceded 
classifica
tion? 

that its significance for us is impaired by the changes 
which have occurred since his day. He classifies the 
constitutions which he found existing in Greece and among 
the neighbouring barbarian peoples. He never ventures 
to imagine that other forms of Kingship or Oligarchy or 
Democracy than those he knows are possible, though of 
course this was the case. With the constitution of Rome 
he was, unfortunately, not acquainted. It is true that the 
cities of the Hellenic world, stretching as they did from 
Massalia to the Palus Maeotis, offered an immense variety 
of constitutions to the investigations of the political in
quirer-a far greater variety, probably, than could be found 
in contemporary Italy-and that a distinct stimulus was 
thus imparted to the study of politics; but we feel that 
Plato and Aristotle deserved better constitutions to review 
and analyse than those of Greece. 

And then again, the plan of classifying constitutions by 
their opos-in other words, by the attribute or attributes 
which confer supreme power in each-stands and falls with 

1 Athens came to be an extreme democracy d:rro CTvµ:rrrwµaro~ (2. 12. 

1274 a 12). 
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the conception of the constitution as a 'life' (/3tos )-as an 

ethical influence for good or evil. Aristotle's principle 

is-' things are made what they are by their function 

and their capability' (Pol. I. 2. 1253 a 23). How can it 

be right, he would ask, to class Kingship and Tyranny 

together, because one man rules in each, when they differ 

so greatly in opos and ethical influence, or to distinguish 

between the Absolute Kingship and the true Aristocracy, 

both of which rest on 'fully equipped virtue '? We hardly, 

indeed, understand how he was able to bring under the 

common head of Democracy or Oligarchy the strongly 

contrasted sub-forms of each which he enumerates in the 

Sixth Book. 
The old classification of constitutions by the number of 

the rulers in each has, however, held its ground down to 

our own day, partly, no doubt, because the ethical signi

ficance of constitutions is no longer as prominent to us as 

it was to Plato and Aristotle, partly because the numerical 

difference is at once a conspicuous, and a really important 

and instructive, difference between constitutions. Still the 

principle of classification adopted by Plato and Aristotle 

has the merit of directing attention to the ~Bos and aim of 

constitutions as distinguished from their letter: we learn 

from it to read the character of a State, not in the number 
of its rulers, but in its dominant principle, in the attribute 

-be it wealth, birth, virtue, or numbers, or a combination of 

two or more of these-to which it awards supreme autho

rity, and ultimately in the structure of its social system 

and the mutual relation of its various social elements. If 
they erred in their principle of classification, it was from 

a wish to get to the heart of the matter 1• 

We now pass to Aristotle's treatment of the question The Third 

what a State should be, and especially what its constitution ~ookdan 
mtro uc-

1 Heracleides Ponticus seems to 
have applied the same principle 
to the classification of apµo11ia1, 
which Aristotle himself often re
gards as offering a parallel to 

VOL. I. Q 

constitutions (e.g. Pol. 6 (4). 3. 
1290 a 19 sqq.). Heracleides held 
that harmonies should be classified 
by 1]80~ (Athen. Deipn. 624 c sqq., 
an interesting passage). 
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tion both should be ; for this will determine what its citizen-body 
to the in· d . h . ·11 b Th. . h . b. quiry as to an its supreme aut onty w1 e. 1s 1s t e main su ~ect 
the b?st of the Third Book of the Politics (cp. 3. I. 1274 b 32-41: 
const1tu- • . 
tionandt0 6. 1278b6sq.: IO. 1281 a II). There 1s much in the 
thfe study lan

0
0-uage of the First and Second Books to lead us to 

o consti-
tutions expect an immediate transition at the close of the Second 
f:~~:~~7· to the subject of the best State and constitution, but 
ti~~ con- Aristotle prefers to rise gradually to this subject through 
d1t10ns of . f d. . h. h r 1·k h , , sound or a senes o 1scuss10ns, w 1c iorm, l e t e a-rropiat respect-
normal ing music in the Fifth Book, a kind of prelude (Evoocnµ.ov, 
govern-
ment as a 5 (8). 5. 1339 a 13) striking the keynote of what is to 
prelimin- follow, and which gradually conduct the inquirer from the ary step to 
both these study of the simplest element of the State, the citizen, 
investiga- d h f h · · d h h tions. upwar to t e study o t e constitut10n, an t roug a 

variety of constitutions, first to the normal forms of 
constitution, and then to the best. The special task of the 
Third Book is thus to exhibit the broad conditions which 
every sound government must satisfy, and which the best 
constitution satisfies while it rises above them ; to build 
a satisfactory platform, or pedestal, on which to rear the 
structure of the best State, and to depict at once the con
trast of the normal constitutions and the deviation-forms, 
and the transition from the normal constitutions to the best. 
It includes, in fact, something more than this, for its closing 
chapters bring the best constitution before us in one of 
its two forms, the Absolute Kingship. The Third Book 
stands at the parting of the ways, where the ideal and the 
more practicable forms of political organization separate; 
it serves as an introduction to the study both of the more 
generally attainable constitutions described in the Sixth 
and Eighth Books and of the form of the best constitution 
described in the Fourth and Fifth. 

The State To learn what the State is, Aristotle resolves it into its 
consisting l H h d d h of ~itizens, component e ements. e a one t e same thing at the 
the fi~st outset of the First Book, in order to discover the differ
quest10n to 
be asked is ence between the householder and the statesman. This time, 
-'.\t·.hat ?is however, the component elements of the State are taken a c1 1zen 

to be, not households, but citizens: the State is a definite 
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number of citizens (7rof..irwv n 7TA~{}os, 3. I. 1274 b 41, ex
plained in l 27 5 b 20 as 7TA~{}os 7TOALTWV iKavov 7rpos avrapKEWV 

(w~s). The State proper is here meant to be defined; 
not that broader State which includes women, children, 
non-citizens, and slaves-all, in fact, who exchange within 
its borders any sort of service-the 7r6A.is ref erred to in 
2. 9. 1269 b 14 sq., and said in that passage to fall into 
two sections, men and women. 

What, then, is a citizen 1 ? An Athenian would probably 
answer by pointing to the enactment carried by Aristophon 
in the famous year of Eucleides' archonship, which confined 
Athenian citizenship, in full conformity with the traditions 
of Solon and Pericles, to the children of Athenian parents 
---an enactment deprived of its retrospective operation by 
a decree moved shortly after by Nicomenes, but otherwise 
undisturbed, so that the law ran to this effect-µ710Eva rwv 

JUT' EvKAEL071v l'x.pxovra JJ-ETEXEW T~S' 7iOAEWS', tw µ~ aµ<f>w TOVS' 
I , ' ' ~ 'C ' ~' ' E, ' '~ ' t ' yovEaS' acrTOVS' E1TtuELc;71Tai, TOVS' uE 7ip0 VKllHUOV avEc;ETaCTTOVS' 

a<f>E'icr{}ai 2
• Others went further, and denied the name of 

citizen to any one who could not prove descent from more 
generations than one of citizens. It was thus that citizen 
descent for three generations, both on the father's side and 
on that of the mother, was required in the case of archons 
and priests 3, and that in many colonies the descendants of 

1 One of the reasons which led to be traditional in the old fami
Aristotle to make this question lies, but also thought that the 
the starting-point of the inquiry humiliations endured by non-citi
as to the best constitution may zens in consequence of the exclu
well have been the fact that Plato siveness of the Attic law of citizen
had in the Republic made the XPT/- ship could hardly fail to produce 
µaTt<TTtKolcitizensofhis ideal State. in their minds a bitter feeling, 
If he had studied the nature of which was only too likely to be 
the ideal citizen more closely, he inherited by their descendants ; 
might not have done so. we find, in fact, in an oration of 

2 See A. Schaefer, Demosthenes Aeschines (3. 169) some expres-
1. 122 sqq., who thus reconciles sions which are full of instruction 
the data as to Aristophon and on this subject' (L. Schmidt, Ethik 
Nicomenes. See also C. F. d. alten Griechen, 2. 228). The 
Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. I. § r 18. origin of the regulation, indeed, 

3 See C. F. Hermann, Gr. may perhaps be sought in religious 
Antiqq. I. § 149. 6. 'Men not sentiment. It is worthy of notice 
only felt confidence in the devo- that in [Xen.] Rep. Ath. I. 2. the 
tion to the State which they held reading of the MSS. is ol rr0Xlrn1 

Q2 
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the earliest immigrants formed a class apart and long 
monopolized power (6 (4)· 4. 1290 b r I sqq.) 1• As the 
Greek citizen often found himself for a long time together 
resident in States to which he did not belong, and whose 
members did not possess rights of inter-marriage in his own 
-whether as a cleruch, or an exile, or a mercenary soldier, 
or for purposes of trade or business-and might contract 
marriage during these periods of absence from home, 
or indeed while a resident in his native State, with one 
who was neither a fellow-citizen nor possessed of rights 
of inter-marriage, it is easy to see how a class would 
arise not of full citizen descent (Toµ~ f.t dµcpoTEpwv 7ToA.iTwv 

f.A.EVthpov, 6 (4). 4. 1291 b 26)-a class to which even ex
treme democracies, like that of Athens, were not always 
kind, and which sometimes did not possess full rights 
of succession to property, even when citizenship was ac
corded to it 2• No doubt, a distinction would be drawn, in 
feeling, if not in law, between an union with an alien 
citizen and an union with a barbarian or slave 3• Antis
thenes, the founder of the Cynic School, which was the 
first to lay stress on the unity of the human race and to 
start the doctrine of a World-State, was, like several other 
great Athenians, the son of a barbarian mother, and there 
are indications in Diogenes Laertius' biography of him 
that he was conscious of the slight put on his birth. It 
was thus that the ideas of f.A.EvBEpla (free, or perhaps 
citizen, birth) and EvyEvna (noble birth) came to lie so near 
together in the view of the Greeks. The free-born citizen 

Kai ol yEv11a'io1 Kai ol XPTJ<1To[, 
though the editors commonly 
(ex coniectura) read ol orr>..'irn1 
K,T.A. 

1 'It is possible that in the 
original formation of German 
society the eorl represented the 
first settler in the waste, while the 
ceorls sprang from descendants 
of the early settler who had in 
various ways forfeited their claim 
to a share in the original home
stead, or more probably from 

incomers into the village, who had 
since settled round it and been 
admitted to a share in the land 
and freedom of the community' 
(Green, Making of England, p. 
178). 

2 C. F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 
I. § 118 : 3. § 57. 2 : I. § 52. 
5. They are called ~evoi in 
Pol. 3. 5. 1278a 26-28,but are dis
tinguished in that passage from 
110801. 

3 Cp. 3. 5. 1278 a 32. 
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and the noble were alike in this, that the circumstances 
of their birth made them what they were. 

These strict views of citizenship were disposed of by 
the simple inquiry, how the citizen from whom descent 
was traced could be a citizen, if he was not descended 
from citizen ancestors ; and a sharp saying of Gorgias was 
remembered, that the Demiurgi, or chief magistrates, of 
Larissa were 'demiurgi' (handicraftsmen) in every sense, 
for that they manufactured citizens of Larissa 1• Aristotle, 
himself a resident alien, makes short work of these old
fashioned fancies, and defines citizenship by the possession 
of certain rights, not by extraction. 

A citizen, according to him, is one on whom the State A citizen 

h r d · l h · ffi d l"b · is one on as conierre 'a ng 1t to s are m o ce, e 1 erattve or whom the 

judicial' (dpx~s f3ovAEVTLK~s ~ KpLTLK~s, 3. I. 1275 b 18), State has 

h h h . h. . h . l . f conferred w et er e exercises t 1s ng t smg y as a magistrate o rights of 

the State, or collectively as a member of a political body- acfficess .to 
o ce,JU

an assembly, for example, or a dicastery. In popular par- dicial or 

lance, probably, citizenship was not thus limited: see 4 (7). dt_elibera-
1ve. 

13. 1332 a. 33, where 'citizens who share in the consti-
tution' are ref erred to, as though all citizens did not 
necessarily do so, and the passage continues-' and in our 
State all the citizens share in the constitution.' Plato had 
given the name of citizens to all comprised in the three 
classes of the Republic, though only the first of these 
classes possessed political authority 2 ; but Aristotle's in
tention evidently is to connect citizenship, not with merely 
social functions, such as the supply of necessary com-

1 See Sus. 2, Note 450, which 
explains the full proportions of 
the bon mot, unless, with Mr. 
Ridgeway (Camb. Philol. Trans., 
2. 135 sqq.), we deny it to be 
'double-barrelled.' The aim of 
Gorgias, in any case, was to make 
out that the citizen is the handi
work, not of nature, but of man. 

2 He sees, however, in the Laws 
(768 B), that 0 aKOLVWVIJTOS &v 
i~ovCTfos Tov CTvv8LKa(nv ~yftraL 
To 7Tapa7Tav Tijs 7TOA£ws ov µ.€roxos 

~7vaL: cp. Aristot. Pol. 2. 12. 1274 a 
15-18, where much the same 
thing is said of To Tas cipxc1.
alpEtCTBaL Kai EVBvvuv, though, 
according to 8 (6). 4. 1318 b 
21 sqq., something less than this 
sufficed the people in many States 
-indeed, if let alone and allowed 
to drudge and save, they would 
seem to have been commonly 
content with a merely nominal 
share of power (8 (6). 4. 1318 b II 
sqq.). 
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modities, nor even with military functions, apart from 
political, but with 'office, deliberative or judicial 1.' 

To Aristotle, then, what makes a citizen is not the right 
to own land or to sue and be sued, or the right of inter
marriage, or other similar rights, the possession of which 
sufficed, in the view of the Greeks 2, to constitute a citizen, 
but the right to share, and opportunities of sharing, in the 
exercise of official authority. He who did not participate 
in the life of the State did not seem to him to deserve the 
name of a citizen, and the life of the State was political 
and speculative activity-' noble,' not 'necessary,' functions. 
Spinoza defines citizens as 'homines qui ex jure civili 
omnibus civitatis commodis gaudent' (Tractat. Pol. 3. 1 ). 

Aristotle defines them rather by their functions than 
their • commoda.' 

His principle that the State is a body of citizens, taken 
with his account of citizenship, evidently points to a more or 
less popular form of State. In an absolute monarchy, as 
Schomann remarks 3, the king would be the only person 
possessing an underived right to rule, and therefore, if we 
construe Aristotle's view strictly, the only citizen; and 
a narrow oligarchy, in which a body ('rr>..~eos) of men 
possessed of the right to rule could hardly be said to 
exist, would also offend against his account of the State. 

Are we But then-Aristotle goes on to ask, after rapidly dis-
then to say • · h f · · h. h. h b · b' h when a ' missmg t e account o citizens ip w 1c ases it on irt , 
tu~ ?fthe and not on the grant of certain rights by the State-is it 
pohtical b' . h' d fi . . f . h . bl' wheel has not an o Ject10n to t is e mtlon o it, t at it o iges us 

1 The meaning of KplCTt> (3. I. 
1275 a 23: cp. KpmKry>, 1275 b 19), 
as Schomann has pointed out (Gr. 
Alterth. I. 107. 3, ed. 2 ), must not 
be too strictly confined to judicial 
work, for not only does To Kplvuv 
include the review of the official 
conduct of magistrates (3. l l. 

1281b31 sqq.), but it seems some
times to be used in a still wider 
sense, as in the phrase Kp<Tas Twv 
avayKaLWV Kat CTVJlc/JfpOVTWV (4 (7). 
8. 1328 b 22): indeed in 6 (4). 15. 
I 299a 26 it is used of magistracies, 

and in 2. 11. 1273 a II of the po
pular assembly. Bernays, in fact, 
translates apxry> {3ovAEvTiKry> ~ Kpt
TtKry> in 3. I. 1275b 18, 'ein bera
thendes oder entscheidendesAmt' 
(see also Schi::imann, ubi supra). 
Perhaps, however, the work of the 
judge (cp. 1275 a 26: b 13-17) is 
mainly referred to in the phrase 
apxry> KpLTLKry>, as here Used. 

2 Schomann, Gr. Alterth. I. 
107-8. 

8 Gr. Alterth. I. 107. 
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to admit any one to be a citizen, on whom some momen- conferred 

f h 1. . l h l f . . l . ~ these rights tary turn o t e po 1t1ca w ee may con er citizens 11p. on slaves 

Are the aliens and slave metoeci 1, whom Cleisthenes intro- and aliens, 

d d . h "b f h l . f h p· . persons uce mto t e tn es a ter t e expu s10n o t e 1s1stra- presuma-

tidae, to be accounted citizens? His first answer is that bly unfit to 

h. , , . . f f b f . . possess t 1s anopia raises a question, not o act, ut o justice: them, that 

he sees, however, that a further question may be raised, hthe State 
as con-

whether one who is not justly a citizen is a citizen at all. ferred them 

B h · · h h b d · · and that ut e ms1sts t at t ese persons must e accounte cttl- these men 

zens, if they have the rights of citizens, and as to the are c:ti

question of justice, that runs up into the question already zens · 

raised (3. r. 1274 b 34), whether they owe their citizenship 
to an act of the State or not. For democrats would not 
always allow the act of a preceding oligarchy or tyranny 
to bind a democracy coming after it, or to be taken as 
an act of the State. Aristotle is probably referring, as 
Thirlwall has remarked (Hist. of Greece, 4. 235: cp. 204), 
to a well-known case of this at Athens, referred to also 
by Isocrates (Areopag. § 68) and Demosthenes (in Leptin. 

1 6otl}..ot µ.fro,Koi, I 27 5 b 37. I 
take µ.frotKot to be the substantive, 
oovXot the adjective. If I am 
right in this, Aristotle appears to 
intend to distinguish between free 
metoeci and slave metoeci-that 
is, metoeci of servile status or 
origin. There would probably be 
many such in the class of metoeci, 
and no doubt it would be felt to be 
a far stronger measure to admit 
metoeci of this type to citizenship 
than free metoeci like Aristotle 
himself (cp. 3. 5. 1278a 32sq.). 
The word oovAos:, according to 
Chrysippus (Athen. Deipn. 267 b), 
was sometimes used in a sense 
inclusive of freedmen, and some 
of these 'slave metoeci' may 
possibly have been freedmen: 
runaway slaves or slaves attached 
to a foreign master may, however, 
also be referred to. It would have 
been a stronger measure still to 
give citizenship to slaves of 
Athenian masters. But to give 

citizenship to slaves of any kind 
stamped a man either as a tyrant 
(Xen. Hell. 7. 3. 8), or an extreme 
democrat (ibid. 2. 3. 48). If the 
true reading were, as has been 
suggested, ~ivovs: KoL oovAous: KoL 
p.•ro{Kous:, one would have expected 
the three substantives (as Thirl
wall remarks, Hist. of Greece, 2. 
74 n.) to be arranged in a different 
order {cp. 4 (7). 4. 1326 a 19). 
It is just possible that here, as 
elsewhere, two alternative read
ings (oouAous: and p.•roiKous:) have 
together found their way into the 
text, but probably oouAous: p.•roi
Kovs is correct. (Since the fore
going note was in print, I have 
observed that Bernays translates 
7rDAAovs: •.• ~ivovs: Kot oov"Aovs p.•
roiKDvs: 'many aliens and freed
men (viele Insassen und Freige
lassene ).' See his Translation, 
p. 135, and his note in Heraklit. 
Briefe, p. 155, where he explains 
his view of the passage.) 
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c. l l sq.), in which money had been lent by the Lace
daemonians to the oligarchical College of Ten to aid it in 
its struggle against the democrats under Thrasybulus, and 
the question was raised in the popular assembly, whether its 
repayment could be claimed from the restored democracy 
-whether, in fact, the State of Athens had contracted the 

This ques- loan. In this instance the sum was repaid by the State. 
tion leads 
to an in- Many, however, were disposed to contend, that oligarchies 
quiry as to and tyrannies rested on force, and were not, like de
the iden· 
tity of the mocracy, governments for the common good, and thus 
State, that their acts were not the acts of the State. Aristotle which is 
found to (1276 a 13) hints that the acts of a democracy would be 
reside 
mainly in just as impeachable on that score; but he passes on to 
the_ consti- consider a cognate question, what are the grounds on 
tut10n, the h' h , b h 
answer im- w ic we are to pronounce a noAis to e t e same or to 
plited _(but) have changed its identity. It will be noticed that the 
no given . . . • 
being that democrats Just referred to did not claim that democratl-
;~:s~i~en cally governed Athens was a different State from oligar
zens by the chically governed Athens: it was not on that ground 
act of the . . 
State, that they repudiated the debt contracted by the oligarchy, 

h
thoudglh but on the ground that the oligarchy was not the State. 

ar y per-
haps the Aristotle does not accept this contention, and therefore 
~~~~i~::le prefers to argue the matter on a new basis. Is the n6Ais 
before. the same, he asks, when its inhabitants have moved from 

the old site, and some of them live on one site, and 
others on another? This, he says, is a question of lan
guage : the word n6Ais is used in more senses than one. 
Is a n6Ais the same, so long as it is surrounded by the same 
walls? vVhy, a space surrounded by walls may be, as we 
see in the case of Babylon, so large as to be the abode of 
an g(}vos, rather than a n6Ais. Or is it the same so long as 
the stock of its inhabitants remains the same? No, the very 
same inhabitants, if differently combined, may become a 
different State, just as the same individuals may be succes
sively formed into two or more different choruses. It is to 
the noAmda-the synthesis, not the individuals-that \Ve 
must mainly look when we pronounce on the identity of 
the 7roAis. But it does not follow, that when one constitu-
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tion takes the place of another, or, in other words, when 
one ?ToAts is replaced by another, the new ?To/\is should 
refuse to fulfil the contracts of the old : whether it should 
do so, is a matter for separate consideration. 

The conclusion suggested, though not drawn, for Aris
totle has lost sight of the origin of the discussion in the 
nice investigation to which it has led him, is that the aliens 
made citizens by Cleisthenes are citizens by the act of the 
State, though perhaps not the same State as existed 
before the change of constitution : whether the State acted 
rightly in making them citizens or not, is a question on 
which further light is thrown in the succeeding chapters, 
and especially in c. 5. 

\Vhen Aristotle finds the identity of the State mainly 
in the ?To/\mda, his view is quite in harmony with his 
general conception of the importance of the ?To/\mda as 
the expression of the end for which the State lives (6 (4). 
I. 1289 a 15-18). Isocrates had said that the State is 
immortal (De Pace § l 20, ai OE 'lTOAELS Ola T~V aBavacrCav 
V'lTOfLEVOV<n Kal ras ?Tapa TWV av8p6'7rwV Kal ras ?Tapa TWV BEWV 

nµwpfos). Cicero's view is not very different: 'itaque nullus 
interitus est reipublicae naturalis, ut hominis, in quo mors 
non modo necessaria est, verum etiam optanda persaepe : 
civitas autem, quum tollitur, deletur, exstinguitur, simile 
est quodam modo, ut parva magnis conferamus, ac si 
omnis hie mundus intereat et concidat' (de Rep. 3. 23. 
34). Spinoza in his 'mortuo rege, obiit quodam modo 
civitas 1,' seems to go farther than Aristotle. Locke (on 
Civil Government, 2. § 21 l) distinguishes between the 
dissolution of the society and the dissolution of the govern
ment. 'The usual and almost the only way whereby this 
union' in one politic society 'is dissolved, is the inroad of 
foreign force making a conquest upon them ; for in that 
case, not being able to maintain and support themselves as 
one entire and independent body, the union belonging to 
that body, which consisted therein, must necessarily cease, 
and so every one return to the state he was in before, with 

1 Tractat. Pol. 7. 25. 
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a liberty to shift for himself and provide for his own safety, 
as he thinks fit, in some other society.' According to this, 
the Norman Conquest of England was the beginning of a 
new society. The question is more familiar to us in rela
tion to the Church of England and the question of its 
continuity. A recent writer, whose book is reviewed in 
the Saturday Review for Dec. 9, I 882, holds that 'it is not 
either from Christ and his Apostles, nor yet from the 
period of the Reformation,' but from the passing of the 
Act of Uniformity in the reign of Charles the Second, 'that 
we must date the foundation of the present Established 
Church of England.' His reviewer dissents: 'the ::'\ ational 
Church no more ceased to exist when its bishops ·were 
expelled and its liturgy disused, a parochial church no 
more ceased to exist when a Presbyterian or an Anabaptist 
preacher was thrust upon it as its pastor, than the State or 
nation itself ceased to exist, when it was ruled by a Council 
of State or a Protector, instead of a King.' vVhatever 
may be the merits of this controversy, we see that the 
question raised by Aristotle is still one on which debate is 
possible 1-

What is Aristotle, however, passes on to discuss a more impor-
the virtue . h" h h . . . h . . d 
of the citi- tant quest10n, tow 1c t e mqumes we ave just notice 
zhen? Is it lead up. The question whether slaves and aliens are 
t e same as 
the virtue legitimate citizens naturally suggests the further question, 
of the good h . h . f . . d . . "d . 1 . h I 
man? Sig- w at 1s t e virtue o a c1t1zen, an 1s 1t 1 ent1ca wit t 1e 
ni~ca~ce of virtue of a good man? Aristotle will not deny the name 
this discus- f . . h h S h · d · h sion. o a c1t1zen to any one w om t e tate as mveste wit 

certain powers, but he thinks it worth while to inquire what 
qualities the citizen ought to possess, and whether he is 
bound to possess all those which go to the making of a good 
man. The investigation as to the virtue of a citizen reminds 
us of the investigation in the First Book as to the virtue 
of women, children, and slaves ; here as there the Socratic 
doctrine of the unity of virtue comes up for discussion. 

1 See De Witt's Jefferson, E.T. 
p. I 54, where various passages of 

Jefferson's works bearing on ques
tions of this kind are referred to. 
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There were many probably who thought that to be a 
good citizen (that is, an useful member of the State, what
ever its constitution) was to be a good man ( cp. Thuc. 2. 

42. 2 sq.). On the other hand, Socrates had said that it 
was impossible to be a good citizen without moral goodness 
(x M l ? I f # ~ I l e \ en. em. 4. 2. I I, ovx o~ov TE YE avw vLKawcrvv71s aya ov 

7roA.fr77v ycvfoeai: cp. 4. 6. 14). Teaching as he did the 
unity of the various virtues 1, it was natural that he should 
also identify the virtue of the good citizen and the good 
man, and thus we find Plato in the Gorghs (517 B-C) 
merging political in moral virtue, for he makes the virtue of 
a citizen consist in the moral improvement of his fellows, 
not in adding to the material defences of the State 2• 

Aristotle's object is to show that neither of these views 
is correct, and also to put forth a third view, which com
bines all that is of value in them. He accepts the first of 
them to this extent, that he allows a kind of virtue even to 
the citizen of a deviation-form ; on the other hand, he 
agrees with Socrates that the virtue of the good citizen is 
in one case (that of the 'ruling citizen' ( noAmKos) in the 
best constitution) identical with that of the good man. 
His wish is to do justice to all forms and degrees of citizen
virtue, and at the same time to show that its highest form 
is alone to be identified with that of the good man. Here, 
as elsewhere, he seeks to mediate between opposing views, 
and to extract from them whatever element of truth they 
contain. 

He begins by asking in what the virtue of a citizen con
sists, and finds it, not in that in which it had commonly 

1 He was followed in this view 
by the Megarians (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 
2. I. I 84. 4, ed. 2 ), the Cynics (ibid. 
2. I. 221. 3-4), and the Eretrian 
school (ibid. 2. I. 200. 5). There 
was a standing feud between the 
Megarian school and Aristotle. 
This school struck at the root of 
Aristotle's system by disputing 
the distinction of CJuvaµ.1~ and lv€p
')"Eta (Grote, Plato 3. 490 : Zeller, 
Gr. Ph. 2. r. 183. 2, ed. 2). On 
Eubulides, one of the leaders of 

this school in Aristotle's time, see 
A. Schaefer, Demosthenes I. 29 5-6, 
who refers to Menage's note on 
Diog. Laert. 2. 109. 

2 Thucydides finds the charac
teristic of a good citizen in a desire 
to benefit his State (6. 9. 2: 6. 14. 
1). Demosthenes speaks to some
what the same effect (De Chers. 
cc. 68-72). Plato would quite 
approve, but then he would pro· 
bably interpret this expression dif
ferently. 
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been taken to consist 1-the qualities which win success or 
advantage for the State-but in those which contribute to 
the maintenance of the existing constitution, whatever it 
may be. Just as the virtue of the child is relative to his 
father ( 7rpO> rov -fJyovµwov ), and that of the slave to his 
master ( 7rpo> rov OE<T7ror71v ), so the virtue of the citizen is 
relative to the constitution (r.po> r~v 1ToAiuCav). It follows 
that there must be many forms of the virtue of a citizen, 
for there are many constitutions, and the virtue which 
upholds one will not be the same as that which upholds 
another; but the virtue of a good man is always one and 
the same, for it is complete virtue. The virtue of a citizen 
cannot, therefore, in all constitutions be identical with the 
virtue of a good man. 

Is it so even in the best constitution? No : for ( 1) the 
State even there cannot be wholly composed of men 
entirely alike; hence not of good men 2• But it must be 
composed of good citizens : hence the virtue of the citizen 
and the good man are not identical. ( 2) The State is com
posed of unequals, and the virtue of the leader of a chorus 
is not identical with that of the member who stands beside 
him. (The first of these arguments appears to be based 
on considerations of what is possible, and to be designed to 
show that the identity of the virtue of the citizen and the 
good man is impossible: the second appears to be designed 
to show that as a matter of fact, looking to the nature of 
the State, this identity does not exist.) 

We see then that the absolute identity of the virtue of 
the citizen with that of the good man, which Socrates. 
asserted to exist, does not exist, even in the best constitu
tion. Even there the virtue of all citizens will not be 
identical with the virtue of the good man. But will the 
virtue of some citizens be so? 

We commonly call the good ruler good and morally 

1 Xen. l\1em. 4. 6. 14 : 4. 2. 1 I. 
2 Aristotle seems to think other

wise in 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 36 sqq.: 
see Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 683. 4, 
who regards the view expressed 

in the passage of the Third Book 
before us as merely dialectical or 
aporetic, and not Aristotle's defi
nit.ive view. 
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wise, and the man capable of ruling (7roAmKo'>) must needs 
be morally wise [for moral wisdom (cpp6vT}<m) and political 
wisdom (7roA.mK~) are identical]. Then again, it is a 
common view that the very education of the ruler must 
be altogether different from that of the ruled. Are 
we to say then that the virtue of the ruler is the same 
as that of the good man? In that case we should have 
found what we have been seeking-some citizens whose 
virtue is the same as that of the good man. Perhaps 
Jason felt that the virtue of a ruler is one thing and 
the virtue of a citizen (who is both ruler and ruled) 
another, for he said that 'it was starvation to him not 
to be a tyrant,' implying that he did not know how to 
be a private individual 1• But then we praise a man 
who is capable both of ruling and of being ruled, and 
the virtue of a citizen of repute is said to consist in 
a capacity for ruling and being ruled well. If then the 
virtue of the good man is that of a ruler only, and the 
virtue of a citizen includes both that of a ruler and that of 
one who is ruled, the two aptitudes which the citizen unites 
must be different in point of praiseworthiness (Aristotle 
hints that the citizen must in fact possess two different 
kinds of virtue). Since then we sometimes hold that a 
ruler and a person ruled should learn two distinct things 
and not the same thing, but that the citizen should know 
both what the ruler knows and what he who is ruled 
knows, and share both in ruling and being ruled, what 
follows from that is plain enough. We must first make 
it clear what kind of rule it is that the citizen should 
learn through being ruled to exercise. It is not the kind 
of rule which is exercised over slaves, or that which is 
concerned with necessaries, but that which is exercised over 

1 It was Jason, probably, who 
used the argument referred to 
in 4 (7). 3. 1325 a 35, that a man 
ought to make himself supreme 
master of his State at any cost of 
evildoing, inasmuch as it is only 
in that position that it is possible 
to perform the greatest number of 

noble acts (cp. Rhet. I. 12. 1373 
a 25, and Plutarch, Praec. Reip. 
Gerend. c. 24 : De Sanitate Tu
enda, c. 22). Anacreon had sung 
of a queen Callicrete as bricrru
µiv'l rvpav111KCi ([Plato], Theages 
125 E). 
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men like the ruler and free (7roA.mK~ 6:px~)1. Having 
made this clear, we may draw the conclusion that the 
good citizen will possess two forms of virtue-the virtue 
which fits a man to rule as a citizen rules his fellow
citizens, and the virtue which fits a man to be ruled as 
citizens are ruled by their fellow-citizens. And we may 
go on and say the same of the virtue of the good man. 
This also will have two forms-the one that of the ruler, 
the other that of the ruled. The former is the complete 
form, for it alone includes <f>p6v71<Ti<>. 

Thus the virtue of the citizen in its fulness is identical 
with the virtue of the man in its fulness : so far Socrates 
was right in identifying the two, but he was not right in 
denying that there is such a thing as the virtue of a citizen 
apart from that of a man. On the contrary, the virtue of 
the citizen in many constitutions is distinct from that of 
the man, and even in the best it is only in some of the 
citizens-those who are capable of ruling-that the two 
coincide. How far the subordinate forms of the virtue of a 
citizen and of a man coincide in the best constitution, Aris
totle does not say. In other constitutions they evidently 
will not coincide. 

Aristotle perhaps has before him in this inquiry a passage 
in the Laws (643 D-644 B), where Plato asks what is the 
true aim of education, and finds that it is to produce a 
desire to become a ' perfect citizen, knowing how both to 
rule and to be ruled with justice,' or, in other words, to 
produce good men, for 'those who are rightly educated 
may be said to become good men' (644 A: compare also 
Laws 942 C). Aristotle quite agrees that this is the aim 
of education in the best State, but then he allows the 
existence of a form of citizen-virtue in the deviation-forms 

1 Aristotle perhaps wishes tacitly 
to correct the strong expressions 
of Plato, Laws 762 E, fiEI (',~ ?Tavr' 
C:vfipa fJiavoEtU8ai ?TE pt U?TUJITWJI av
Bpc'.mwv, ws 0 µ~ fJnvAEVO"aS oM' av 
fJEu?T&T'f/S y£voiro iJ.gws E?Taivov, Kat 
1<.aAAw?Ti(fu8ai XP~ r<i> KaAws fiov-

AEiiuai µaAXov ;, rci> KaAws tipgai 
K.r.X. Plutarch repeats Plato's lan
guage in Praecepta Reip. Gerend. 
c. I 2, WS oVfi' tipgai KaAws rovs µ~ 
?Tpimpov op86is f5ovA£vuavras, ll cf>'f/
uiv o IIA.arwv, fivvap.ivovs, 
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of State : thus he frequently insists that in them the 
citizens should receive an education suitable to the con
stitution. 

These are the central lessons of the chapter, but its 
incidental teaching also is important. There were evi
dently those who regarded the virtue of the good man 
as concerned only with ruling. Themistocles had said, in 
his haughty letter of defence to the people of Athens, that 
'he neither wished nor was fitted by nature to be ruled 1 '; 

and Gorgias is made in the Meno of Plato to identify 
virtue with the ability to rule 2• But Aristotle insists 
that one form, though not the highest, of the virtue of 
the good man is concerned with being ruled, and that it is 
by learning how to be ruled (after the fashion of freemen) 
that the good man learns how to rule. Aristotle's concep
tion of a good man is thus quite different from that of 
Gorgias. To obey is the beginning of virtue. Aristotle 
is here preparing the ground for the institutions of his best 
State, where this rule is followed (cp. 4 (7). 14. 1333 a 
II sq.). 

On the other hand, there were those to whom political 
activity, and even political capacity, seemed no essential 
elements of virtue (4 (7). 3. 1325 a 18). This view also is 
tacitly corrected by Aristotle. He will not allow full 
virtue to exist where there is no capacity for rule. Thus 
the man of full virtue ( <T1Tovoa'i:os-) and the true statesman 
or king ( 1TOAlTLKOS' KaL f3a<TLALK6s-) are identified (3. I 8. I 288 b 
1 ). <J:>p6v17<TL>' is a virtue peculiar to the ruler 3• Already 
the Cynics and Cyrenaics-later on, other schools4-refused 

1 Plutarch, Themist. c. 23, Sia
fJa'A.'A.6µEvos yap vrro TWV lxBpwv, 
rrpos TOVS 7fOALTaS eypacj>Ev, oos apxuv 
µev UEt (rirwv, apxmBai 8€ µT] 1rEcj>v
K6>s µl)SE fJovAOp.Evos, OVK av 1fOTE 
fJapfJc!poii:; Kat 7fOAEp.fois aurov a1fO• 
McrBai µEra rijs 'E'AAciSos. 

2 Meno 73 C: ~nKP. 'ErrELST] 
, f , ' , ' , ) , '.J"OLVVV T/ aVTI) apETT/ 1fUVTOOV ECTTL, 

7TELpw EL1ffLV Kat avap.vrwBijvai, TL 
aur6 </JTJCTL ropyfos eivai Kal CTV µer' 
lKEivov. MEN. T{ a'A.'11.o y' ~ tJ.pxELv 

oi6v r' Eivai TWV a11Bpwrroov ;-cp. ibid. 
71 E, a~TT/ lcrrlv avSpos apETry, lKavov 
dvai ra rrys mlAEoos rrp&.rrELv (the 
answer of Meno), and 7 3 A. 

3 Cp. I. 13. 126o a 17, Sto TOV 

µev apxovra TEA€av EXELV SE'i TTJV 
~BiKT,v aperryv (ro yap epyov ECTTLV 
Q7fAWS TOV apxirfrrovos, 0 Se Aoyos 
, , ) - "" ,,,, ~ 
~PXLT~KTOO~ ' TWV, u .... Ul\l\U>V EKQUTov, 

ocrov emfJaAAEL avrois. 
4 The Stoics held that 'a philo

sopher who teaches and improves 
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to make governing or the capacity for governing a con
dition of virtue. Aristotle so far disconnects the two 
things as to allow the existence of a lower for-m of virtue 
in the case of persons who neither govern nor are capable 
of governing, but he makes <f>p6vrwi<>, which includes a 
capacity for governing, essential to full virtue. Thus while 
he declines to deny all virtue whatever to those who are 
capable only of being ruled, he places the virtue of the 
good ruler on a pinnacle, as the characteristic excellence of 
the good man. 

The whole inquiry illustrates the dependence of virtue 
on the constitution. The deviation-forms presuppose in 
their citizens a type of citizen-virtue, but an inferior type, 
and it is only in the best constitution that citizen-virtue 
rises into the full virtue of the good man. Here the ruling 
citizen, or statesman ( 7TOALTLKo<; ), is identical with the man 
of full virtue ( cT7Tovoa'lo<; ). The Fourth and Fifth Books of 
the Politics take this identification as the starting-point of 
their inquiries on the subject of education (4 (7)· 14. 1333 a 
rr-16), and ask what education will produce men of full 
virtue, as the best way of discovering how to produce true 
statesmen. 

Thus this chapter of the Third Book forms an important 
link in the inquiries of the Politics. It prepares us for the 
arrangement in the Fourth by which the younger men of 
the best State are not allowed to rule till they have learnt 
to obey, and have acquired the virtues of rulers through 
such subordination as befits freemen. How far its teaching 
agrees with that of 4 (7)· 3, where it seems to be implied 
that a purely speculative life is an ideally complete one, 1s 
another question 1. 

Are {3avav- Aristotle has now nearly done with the subject of the 
<Tot (who do • . b t b r h 1 "t h . d d' not share citizen, u e1ore e eaves 1 , e notices an 1scusses 
i~ ?ffice) one other a7Top{a with regard to it, arising out of the 
c1t1zens? 

his fellow-men benefits the State 
quite as much as a warrior, an 
administrator, or a civil func
tionary' (Zeller, Stoics Epicu-

reans and Sceptics, E. T. p. 305). 
1 See Appendix B as to some 

further points connected with this 
chapter. 
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account just given of the virtue of the citizen-partly, in They are 
11 b b ·1· b · d. · bl h' h so in some a pro a 1 1ty, ecause its 1scuss1on ena es 1m to s ow constitu-

that there are more forms of the citizen than one, and that tion~, but 

the varieties of the citizen point to varieties of constitution, ~~~e~~. 
and thus leads up to the inquiries that follow: partly 
because he desires to draw attention to the fact that his 
definition of the citizen and of citizen-virtue does not hold 
good universally. 

The hopia is thus stated (3. 5. i277 b 34)-7r6npov 
7TOAin7s E<TTLV ~ KOWWVEtV ltw·nv apx~s, ~ KaL TOVS f3avaV<TOV> 
r.oA.iras BErlov ; The {3&.vavcroL have been said in the pre
ceding chapter to be 'persons ruled as slaves are ruled,' 
and here it is assumed that they do not share in office 1• 

Hence they will not possess the virtue of a citizen, which 
consists of being capable both of ruling and being ruled 
as citizens rule citizens. Are they then citizens? 

An inquiry on this subject discloses that some consti
tutions admit those concerned with •necessary work' to 
citizenship, while others do not. The f3&.vavcros is so far 
a citizen that he is a citizen 'under particular forms of con
stitution' ( lv nvL 7TOALTEiq.) 2 • He is often a citizen in oligar
chies; and in many democracies not only is the f3&.vavcros 
a citizen, but even the alien and the bastard. This, how
ever, occurs only in States in which· genuine citizens have 
run short, and then only for a time, so that even these 
democracies recognize that some types of citizen are less 
authentic than others 3• 

The whole discussion makes it manifest that there are 
various types of citizen, and that the truest citizen ( o 
µaA.Lcrra no>..irris) is he who shares in office. The account 
given in c. 4 of the virtue of a citizen is thus shown to be 
maintainable, even if it does not hold good of all who are 
anywhere made citizens, and the close connexion of cc. 4 

1 Cp. 2. 12. 1274 a 21, TO ae TE
rapro11 8'1rn(611, oi's olia£µias cipxijr 
µ£rij11. 

2 Cp. Ell TLllL ~aat'J1.Elq, 3. 14. 
1285 a 9. 

3 It is quite in Aristotle's man-
VOL. I. R 

nerto distinguish between different 
kinds of citizens ; he distinguishes 
in the First Book (r. 7. 1255b 27 
sqq.) between different kinds of 
slaves. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



THIRD BOOK. 

and 5 is evidenced by a recapitulation of the result of c. 4 
added at the end of c. 5, the inquiries of the latter chapter 
having confirmed the conclusions of the former. 

Aristotle had stated at the outset of the whole discussion 
(3. I. J 275 a 34 sq.), that things which have to do with (or 
stand in relation to) objects differing in kind and in priority 
have little or nothing in common, and that constitutions, 
the object-matter to which the citizen is related, differ in 
kind and in priority; whence it follows that the citizen 
under one constitution is different from the citizen under 
another, and that we must not expect to find the various 
types of citizen possessing much in common 1- Wherever 
this is the case, no definition can be made to suit all the 
types of the thing equally well (I 27 5 a 33). 

Thenature Throughout the inquiry as to the nature of the citizen, 
of citizen-
ship prov- our attention has constantly been drawn to the importance 
ii~~J00~~he of the constitution: the citizen, we are told, varies with 
~onstitu- the constitution-the identity of the State is mainly to be 
tion, we h 
naturally sought in the constitution ; and t e transition is natural 
pass on to from the subject of the citizen to that of the constitution. 
the consti-
tution. Aristotle, who is seldom content with incidental solutions 

1 Bernays (Aristoteles' Politik, 
p. 132) and Bonitz (Ind. 799a 15 
sqq.) differ as to the interpreta
tion of the passage, 3. I. I 27 5 a 
34 sqq. The interpretation of the 
latter, who explains ra lrrroKftµ.wa 
(35) as 'singulae r.oA.trf!at, ad quas 
refertur 7roflirnv notio,'would seem 
to be in all probability the correct 
one, and has been followed in the 
text. What is said here of con
stitutions, is also, apparently, true 
of XP'lµ.anrrnKry and its forms ( cp. 
I. I I. I 2 58 b 20, Try> µ.iv o{iv olKfto
'TUT'J> XP'1f1-aTLCT'TlKry> rnvrn µ.r)prn Kai 
7rpwrn), and of {3aCTtA.Eia (3. 14. 
1284 b 40 sqq.), and also of the 
1lpfrr) 7roAi"Tov Kat dv<'lp6s (3. 4. 1277 
b 18). We must bear in mind 
the caution given to the reader 
of treatises dealing with 7roAmKry 
at the commencement of the N'i-

comachean Ethics (1. I. 1094 b 
19 sqq.). But indeed in dealing 
with all subjects Aristotle has 
little confidence in broad gene
ral definitions: cp. De An. 2. 1. 
412 b 4, £1 l'Jry TL Kotvov €7Tt 7rtlCT'/S 
o/vxrys <'l<< A.£y,tv, •111 av €v'TfA.ixHa 
ry 7rpWTT/ CTwµ.aros <f>vCTtKov 6pya· 
VtKou : 2. 3· 414 b 22, )'EVOtTO (J' /Iv 
Kal f7Tl rW11 ux17µclrwv AOyor KoivDs-, 
8s €cpnpµ.6<Tn µiv 1TUCTtv, Wto> l3' 
ovl'Jw1\s ECJ'Tat crxryµaros' oµoiws (JJ 
Kat f7Tt m!s ,zp,,µ€vms tvxa<>· l'Jio 
)'fAo!ov (')TftV "Tov Kotvov A.6yov Kai 
E7r1 roVT(J)V 1eaL lcp' Er;pwv, Os- oVat:vOs
Ecrrai r&v bvrwv Laios- A&yos-, oUaE 
1<.aTll TO ol1<E'iov Ka( /I.roµov claor, 
d¢Evras- T0v TOtOVToV ••• lhrTTE Ka8' 

i~aCTrov (11r,,r€ov, "Ti> £KaCT"Tov tvx~. 
oiov "Tis <f>vrov Kai ris dvBpw1Tov ~ 
e,,piov. 
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of important questions, raises for discussion ( c. 6) the 
question whether there are more constitutions than one, 
though in every one of the preceding chapters of the Third 
Book an affirmative answer had been implied. 'We must 
inquire,' he says, 'whether there are more than one, and if 
there are, how many and what they are, and what distinc
tions exist between them' (c. 6. i 278 b 6). A constitution, 
he goes on to say, is 'an ordering of the magistracies of 
a State, and especially of the supreme authority ' 1 ; for in 
every State the governing individual or class (7roA.Cnvµa) is 
supreme, and the constitution varies as this varies 2• 

The first broad distinction between constitutions-that Distinction 

b 1 . . d d . . r between etween norma constitutions an ev1at10n-1orms-comes normal 

into view, when we ask what is the purpose for which the c?nstitu-
. • . . tlons and 

State exists, and what 1s the kmd of rule which should be deviation-

exercised in a State. In answering the first of these two f;tortml s:hAris· 
o es ows 

questions, Aristotle-though he repeats his previous asser- by a refer-
. ( ) h . . l b . d k ence to the tton I. 2. 1253 a 7 , t at man 1s a soCia emg an see s to end of the 

live in society with his fellows 3, even if he stands in no need State 11;nd 
. by an m

of help from them-holds nevertheless that the State ts quiry as to 

formed to secure the general advantage, and to win for each the
1 
kinh~ ohf 

rue w 1c 
individual as large a share of good life as he is capable of should be 

enjoying: not that men will not hold together in political ~:~:c}~~~ 
society even if they gain from it less than this-if, for persons. 
· h 1 h · f l"f that nor-mstance, t ey mere y secure t e contmuance o a 1 e not mally go-

overladen with suffering and annoyances. The State, we yernment 
1s for the 

see, is a Kowwvta not only or chiefly designed for social common 
good. 

1 This seems to be the meaning 
of the words-fon ll€ rroXinia rro
AEw> TCigi> Twv TE d.XXwv dpxwv Kal 
p.aAUTTU Try> Kvpia> TfUVTWV (3. 6. 
1278 b 8) : cp. Ta~t> mis rr6Xww Ti 
rrEpl TO.> apxas (6 (4). l. 1289a 15): 
Ti TWV apxwv TU~L> (6 (4). 3. 129oa 
7) : Twv TT,v rr6Xiv olKounwv Tagt> 
m (3. I. 1274 b 38). 

2 3. 6. 1278 b 10, Kupiov p.£v yap 
rranuxou TO rroXinvp.a Try> rroAEws, 
7TOAtuvµa ()' f<TTLV T, 'Tl"OAtTfia : cp. 
3. 7. 1279a 25, f'Tl"El Ile 7rOALTfLu p.~11 

Kat 7ToAlnvµ.a <TT/p.alvEL rn-lmlv, rroX[
TEvµa a' EurL TD Kiiptov -rWv 7TclAEwv, 
dvayK'] ()' EtVaL Kupwv ry EVU ti of..lyov> 
ry rnv> rroXf.ov.-from which p~s
sage it would seem that the rrof.l
nvp.a may be a single individual 
as well as a class, such as the Few 
or the Many. 

3 See Cic. de Amicitia 23. 87; 
but Aristotle claims that man is 
not only a uvv6vaunKov but a rroXi
T(KUv (cfov. 

RZ 
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pleasure, like such unions as those of Oia<Twrai or €pavi<Trat 

(Eth. Nie. 8. Ir. 1160 a 19: cp. Pol. 3. 9. 1280 b 35-1281 a 
4), but if in some degree for pleasure, in a higher degree 
for advantage, and advantage not of a passing kind but 
extending over the whole life (Eth. Nie. 8. IT. II6o a 
21 sqq.). It combines in itself, like the conjugal relation, 
but in a higher degree, pleasure and advantage (Eth. Nie. 
8. J4. II62 a 24). 

Aristotle answers the second question-what kind of 
rule should be exercised in a State-by distinguishing, 
as he had already done in c. 4 (1277 a 33 sqq.), the 
rule exercised over slaves from the rule exercised over 
free persons. Of the latter he takes as types the rule of 
the head of a household over wife and children, or that 
of the master of an art-a gymnastic-master or a ship
captain-over those whom he directs 1- This kind of rule 
is exercised primarily for the good of the ruled, for if the 
ruler has a share of the advantage, this comes to him acci
dentally (Kara <Tvµ(3Ef3TJKD<>); whereas the rule exercised by 
a master of slaves (oE<T1ronK~ apx~) is exercised primarily 
for the good of the ruler, and accidentally only for the 
good of the ruled 2• That the rule exercised in a State 
belongs of right to the former category, may be inferred 
from the fact that when rulers and ruled are placed on a 
level, the former deriving no special benefit from ruling, men 
regard office as a public burden ( AHrovpyCa, I 279 a II) and 
claim to pass it from one to the other 3• The mere fact of 
an interchange of rule being looked for under these circum
stances shows that the State is normally for the common 
advantage, for if no interchange took place, and the rulers 
were always the same and ruled for the good of the ruled, 
they would be losers 4• The general feeling that an inter-

1 Compare the reasoning in 
Plato, Rep. 342 C. 

'l Plato, Rep. 343 B. Plato 
seems hardly to make this dis
tinction as to fJ•urron1<.'7 dpxiJ, Rep. 
~45 p-E (rracrav apxiJv, Ka8' ouov 
apvry). 

3 Susemihl seems right in think-

ing that Aristotle has here Isocr. 
Areopag. § 24 sqq. in view. 

4 Cp. Eth. Kie. 5. 10. 1134a 35 
sqq., (Ji[, OUK lwp.•v apxflv av8pwrrov, 
aAAa rov Aoyov, on iavrcji TOVTO 7rOLfL 
Ka( yiv~TQL rupavvo~· E<TTL (J' 0 apx(J)v 
cf>vXaE roil CJiKaiov, .Z 15€ roil CJiKaiov, 
1eal roil Lo-ov· Err£l O' oV3€v nVrcfj 
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change of rule is just where government is for the benefit 
of the governed, implies that the State exists for the 
common good. 

The parallel between politics and the arts which Aris• 
totle inherited from Socrates and Plato here suggests the 
inference that the relation between rulers and ruled so 
far resembles that between the master of an art and his 
pupils or assistants, as to be a relation primarily for the 
benefit of the side which receives, not that which gives, 
direction ( cp. 4 ( i ). 2. ] 324 b 29 sq., 6..\Aa µ~v ovo' EV ra'is

ll.\Aats- E11'l<TT~fWlS' TOVTO opwµw· OVTE yap TOV larpov OVTE TOV 

KV{3fpv~rov ~pyov E<TTl To ~ 7!'Et<Tat ~ [3i&.<Ta<T8ai roil µEv rovs-

8fpanfvoµEvovs- roil oE rah 7rA.wrijpas); it serves here, therefore, 
as it also does in 6 (4). I. 1288 b IO sqq. and 3. 12. u82 b 
30, as the basis of an important doctrine, notwithstanding 
that elsewhere Aristotle is careful to point out some differ
ences between politics and the arts; he holds 7roAmK~, in 
fact, to be a Practical Science, not a Productive Science or 
Art. Thus he recognizes that written rule, or law, is more 
in place in the practice of Politics than in the practice of 
an art (3. 16. 1287 a 33 sqq.), and that the parallel of the arts 
must not be used to justify a frequent change of laws ( 2. 8. 
1269 a 19 sqq.). Nor is government to him a mere matter 
of scientific knowledge; it presupposes virtue and correct 
moral choice (3. i3. 1284 a l sq.). 

Both of the questions raised have thus been answered 
in a \\'ay to show that rule such as that exercised by a 
master over his slaves (of<TnonK~ 6.px~) is out of place in 
relation to the citizens of a State ; it offends against the 

7rAeov Etvai f!oK•'i, .r'lr• p l!{Kato>· ov 
yap VEfLH 7rAEOV TOU U'!rAW> ayaBoii 
aVTcfl, £l µTj rrpO~ aVTOv &v&A.oy6v 
hrnv· l!io frep(JJ '!rot•'i· Kal l!ia ToiiTo 
aAAOTptov .lval cpacnv ayaBov T~ll 
l!tKawcrul!T/v ••• p.tcrBo> t'zpa TL> llo
Teo>, ToiiTo l!i TLfLTJ Kal yipa>· OT<f> 
13€ fL~ 1Kava Ta Towiirn, olTOt y{vov
Tat Tupavvot. This agrees with 
Plato, Rep. 345 E. In the passage 
of the Politics before us, however, 
the p.tcr86> is conceived to come in 

the shape of a period of private 
life, during which some one else 
governs for the quondam ruler's 
ad vantage. It should be noticed 
that Aristotle does not necessarily 
accept as correct the popular im
pression that one who rules for 
the benefit of the ruled is a loser 
and needs compensation. The 
popular view is not his own, but 
it serves the purpose of his argu
ment. 
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aim with which the State was instituted, and against the 
nature of all rule which rests on knowledge. Rule in the 
State should be for the common advantage of all the 
citizens, whether rulers or ruled; and thus we arrive at 
the conclusion that those constitutions which aim at the 
common advantage are normal (op8at), and those which 
aim at the advantage of the rulers only are deviation
forms. The State is a Kowwvta of freemen, and must 
be governed as such. It does not necessarily follow that 
in all normal forms of it there will be an interchange of 
rule, the ruled becoming rulers, and the rulers becoming 
the ruled, from time to time : this is so in most forms of 
the rule which citizens exercise over citizens ( cp. l. 12. 
l 259 b 4 ), and particularly in the 'like and equal' type of 
society which was becoming increasingly common in the 
Greece of Aristotle's day, but not in the Kingship. Demo
cratic opinion held this interchange to be essential to free
dom (8 (6). 2. 1317 a 40-b 3), but Aristotle's view is that 
the governed are free when the government is exercised for 
their benefit. A freeman, according to him, is 'one who 
exists for his own sake and not for that of another' (.:-.Ietaph. 
A. 2. 982 b 25: cp. Pol. 3. 4. 1277 b 5: 5 (8). 2. 1337 b 17 
sqq.). A man may thus be a freeman without having a 
share in ruling. The true characteristic of a freeman is that 
his interest counts as a thing to be studied-that his life is 
lived for himself, not for another. He who is the instru
ment ( opyavov) of another and fit for nothing better, and 
yet a man, is a slave ( r. 4. i 254 a l 4, o yap µ.~ avrov <jJv<TEL 

" ', ,, ' ' ,, e ~ , .. rf.., ~ ~, , , ) a1V\. a1v\.OV, av pwTiO<; uE, OVTO<; 't'V<TEL uOVl\.0) ECTTW • 

Aristotle thus obtains the broad classification of constitu-
tutions- · · 1 c d d · · c d k" three nor- hons mto norma iorms an ev1at10n-1orms, an ta -mg 
ma!, three also into account the fact that the supreme authority in a 
the reverse. S d b . I . d" "d l f tate must nee s e a smg e m iv1 ua , or a ew, or many\ 

1 Aristotle is not careful at the 
outset of a discussion, when every
thing he says is tentative and 
provisional, to study absolute accu
racy. See Ramsauer on Eth. Nie. 

5. 3. II29b 15. So here he does 
not pause to remember that he 
means eventually to decide for 
the supremacy, not of any person 
or persons, but of JJ0µ01 KEiJJ-fJJ01 
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he arrives at the conclusion that there are six constitutions, 
three for the common advantage ( op8at) and three for the 
advantage of the rulers (1TapEKj3ao-EL!>). It will be noticed, Nature of 

Demo
however, that at the end of the chapter ( c. 7 ), the Few and cracy and 

Many in whose interest the oligarchy and democracy are Oltigha;chy 
- eir 

said respectively to be ruled are identified with the rich claims to 

and the poor (3. 7. I 279 b 7-9); and a chapter, the Eighth, ~~J~~~u
necessarily follows, dealing with objections that may fairly tions ana-

b d h d fi . . . f 1. . h d d lyzed, and e ma e to t e e n1t1on given o o 1garc y an emo- rejected by 

cracy. The first is that if we take the numerical difference a rehferencde 
tot e en 

to be the essential thing, it follows that States in which of the 

many rich rule a few poor are democracies, and that States State. 

in \Vhich a few poor rule many rich are oligarchies, which 
is not a satisfactory conclusion. Then, if we make both 
differences essential, and refuse to consider that an oligarchy 
exists anywhere except where a few rich rule many poor, 
or a democracy except where many poor rule a few rich, 
we leave the forms of State to which reference has just 
been made altogether undescribed and unclassified. This 
is the second objection. It follows that the qualitative, 
not the numerical, difference is the essential one. The 
numerical difference between oligarchy and democracy is 
only accidental and may be reversed. It is the rule of 
the rich in their own interest that makes an oligarchy, and 
the rule of the poor in their own interest that makes a 
democracy. 

It was necessary to ascertain correctly what democracy 
and oligarchy are, before taking the next step, which is to 
state and examine the claims put forward on behalf of 
either constitution, and thus to win for the first time ( c. 9) 
a closer view of what constitutes a State, and of the end 
for which the State exists. 

Both oligarchs and democrats allege a basis in justice 
for the forms of constitution which they respectively favour, 
and not untruly; they take their stand on a principle which 
is in a degree just (otKaLov n); but then they forget that it 

vp8fi>> (3. I I. 1282 b I : cp. 3. 
10. 1281 a 34), and that the su-

premacy of Law is a possible 
alternative, 
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falls short of absolute justice (ro Kvp{w<; o{Kawv). 'They 
know in part and prophesy in part' ( 1281 a 8). There is, 
indeed, a difference between them, for while they agree in 
claiming that the things awarded by the State shall be 
awarded equally, they differ as to the persons to whom 
this equal award is to be made-the one side wishing to 
confine the benefit of it to those who are equal in wealth, 
the other claiming it for all who are equal in respect of 
free birth (f.r...wei:pCa) 1 

It has been already said (c. 6. 1278 b 17 sqq.) that the 
deviation-forms go counter to the end for which the State 
was originally formed, and this is now ( r 280 a 25) again 
brought up against them. Their advocates leave the de
cisive point untouched-they do not inquire for what end 
the State exists, yet this inquiry is really decisive of the 
whole matter. Aristotle proceeds to investigate this ques
tion, and here, as everywhere else, we must bear in mind 
that the subject of his investigations is the TioA.i>, or City-

1 This appears to be the mean
ing of c. 9. 128oa 9-25. In 3. 12. 
1282 b 18 sqq. every one is said 
to agree that the just is the equal 
for the equal, but no one remem
bers to inquire, in what things men 
must be equal and unequal, if they 
are justly to claim equality and 
inequality in a distribution of 
power. In 7 (S). I. 1301 b 28 sqq. 
both sides are said to agree that 
-rO Kar' d.~iav La-ov is &7rAc7H' ~l.Katov, 
but to differ as to what constitutes 
TO "aT' aglav l<TOv-democrats hold
ing that equality in a single thing 
constitutes absolute equality, and 
oligarchs, that inequality in a sin
gle thing constitutes absolute in
equality. The three passages are 
not absolutely accordant, but they 
agree in laying stress on the im
portance of the question whether 
the claiJltants are really equal and 
unequal as they claim to be. 

The word IA.eu8epia is commonly 
translated 'freedom' in 3. 9. r 280 a 
24, but Bernays perhaps comes 
nearer to its meaning in his trans-

lation 'free birth.' 'EXe.J8epos and 
IA.rn8epia seem often to be used in 
relation to the circumstances of 
birth; cp. 3. 9. 1281 a 6, KaTu µ.€v 
IA.rn8epiav K<lL yivos L<TOIS: 3. 13. 
1283 a 33, o1 (l' tJ1.ev8epot Kat euye
VEi> ws lyyvs aXA.l]A.wv: 6 (4). 4. 
I 290 b 9 sqq. 'E"A.eu(hpia may in
deed occasionally mean something 
more than 'free birth '-in fact 
'citizen birth'; cp. 6 (4). 4. l 291 b 
26, TO JL'i ·~ aµ.cpoTipwv 7rOALTWV 

EAEv8epov, and I 290 b 9, ov-r' av 
oi IA.ev8epo1 0A.{yo1 ovus 7rAE1ovw11 
ml µ.Y, <A.rn8ipc~v tipxw<Tt (where 
oi <A.ev8epo1 are explained a little 
later to be oi <liacpipovTEs rn-r' 

£~yi~Hav, Kal 1;PWT?l Kar.nux_DvTE~ 
Tas G7rOIKrns). EA.rn8epos IS some
times used in contradistinction to 
givos (Plato Com., 'Yrrip{3oA.os, fr. 
3, 4: Meineke, Fr. Com. Gr. 2. 
670). Antisthenes is said by 
Diogenes Laertius in one pas
sage not to haYe been EK <lvolv 
'A1Jr1vaioiv (6. 1), and in another 
not to have been '" <lvo <A.ev8ipwv 
(6. 4). 
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State. The n61\.is exists not for the sake of the property of 
the participants, nor for the sake of bare life, nor, like an 
alliance, for protection from wrong, nor for protection in 
traffic and mutual dealings, but for the sake of good life (To 
i:v (~v). Our use of language, Aristotle urges, implies that a 
State exists only where there is a mutual care for virtue 1, 
where the character of each individual is no indifferent 
matter to the rest, or, in words used elsewhere, where men 
live with a view to the common advantage. The State, 
he implies, means a society where the individual lives for 
the whole. It involves something more than relations of 
exchange, or alliance, or co-operation against outrage ; 
something more than residence in one and the same spot ; 
something more than the links of marriage, of the phratry, 
of common sacrifices and gatherings for social intercourse 2

; 

it involves that to which these latter things are merely a 
means, an associated participation in a fully developed and 
complete existence, in a happy and noble life. 

The farther inference is drawn, to clinch the case against 
oligarchy and democracy, that those who contribute more 
to a life of this nature have a better claim to political power 
than the representatives of wealth or free birth, the partisans, 
that is to say, of oligarchy and democracy (cp. 3. i3. 1 283 a 
23 sq.: 7 (5). I. 13or a 39 sq.: Plato, Laws 757 C). A 
comparative conclusion only, be it observed, for we shall 
find in the sequel that Aristotle does not concede even 
to a superiority in virtue, unless it is combined with an 
adequate provision of external goods, a right to predomin
ance in the State. 

We note here the first use of an expression-that of Aristotle's 
· b · ' ' ( ,, /3 1 ~ , account of 'contn utmg to a 1rnwwvia ocroi crvµ al\.l\.ovTaL nl\.t:icrrni• HS the prin-

T~v TOWVTTJV Kowwvtav, 1281a4)-which somewhat varies the ciph!ehon 
W IC 

account elsewhere given of the procedure of the State in political 

1 Cp. Plato, Gorgias 517 B, dA.U 
y~p ,p.era~i{:3ci(nv ,-ras bri!Jut"ia~ K~t 
P.'1 £m;p;7r"~' 'l!"f!IJov-r;,f Kat f3i,a(~
f.J-fVOL ;m TOlJTO,' o!Jw ~f.J-fAA~lf atfL

VOlJ~ E<TE<TiJaL OL 'l!"OALTat, W~ f'l!"O~ 
d'l!"fLV, ovlJev TOVTWV lJdf/Jf pov EKfLVOL' 

81np ,,.,;vov €pyov E<TTLV ayalJov 11"0-

A.irnu : Protag. 327 A sq. 
2 Plato is perhaps not really 

quite content with the life of his 
'healthy State' (Rep. 372 B, 
rylJ€w~ gvvovTH aAA~Aot~). 
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power is to distributing political power. Sometimes we ga.ther that the 
be distri- S ·11 · ' · ' · · t · ( buted not tate w1 give instruments m proport10n o capacity c. I 2. 

ahyays 1282 b 33, T<i) KaTa To gpyov vnEpl.xovn: cp. de Part. An. 4. 10. 
qmte the 68 ' ' , ' ' ~ ' e ' ~ e </ ' same. 7 a 10, rJ OE cpv<rLS aEL uWVEJtEL, Ka anEp av pwr.os 1povlµ.os, 

EKa<rTov T<i) ovvaµ.l.vcp XP~<rBai); sometimes that it gives them 
in proportion to the contribution made to the Kowwvfo. 

The two principles do not lie far apart, but from the one 
point of view the grant of power is the payment of a debt, 
or rather resembles the distribution of a commercial com
pany's dividend, the amount of which in the case of each 
recipient is proportionate to the funds contributed 1, so that 
power comes as a reward rather than as a burden, while 
from the other point of view power is given, like a tool, 
to him \vho can use it best. Aristotle seems sometimes 
to pass almost unconsciously from the one view to the 
other. His paramount doctrine, notwithstanding occasional 
deviations (e.g. 3. 6. I 2 79 a 8 sqq.), probably is, that to the 
good man political power, just like any other external good, 
is a good (cp. 4 (7). T 3. 1332 a 21 sqq.), and affords great 
opportunities of noble action, if only it is fairly won and 
earned by adequate desert- (+ (7). 3. 1325 b 3 sq.). We 
naturally infer that he will confine political power to the 
good, to whom it is alone a good, and gi,·e it to them 
in the degree which makes best for virtue ; and, in fact, 
we find power in the hands of the good in both the forms 
of the best State (cp. 6 (4). 2. 1289 a 32, f3ovAErnl yap ~KaTEpa 

KaT' apET~V <TVVE<TTavai KEXOPTJYTJJJ.EVrJV). But then the question 
arose-are \Yealth and free birth, "'hich, as we shall see, he 
allows to be, as well as virtue, elements contributing to the 
end of the State, to be denied any share of power, if their pos
sessors do not also possess virtue? This is the question dis
cussed in 3. I 3. I 283 a 42 sqq. Considerations of justice force 
from Aristotle the admission that a share of power must be 
conceded to them even under those circumstances. But what 
if the possession of power be detrimental to its holders 
in the absence of virtue? This difficulty seems not to have 

1 This view of the State, it 
appears from c. 9. 128oa 27 sqq., 

had been put forward, as was 
natural, by partisans of oligarchy. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



NATURE OF A STATE. 

occurred to Aristotle. He usually approaches the question 
of the award of political power rather from the side of 
justice than from that of the ethical interest of the State 
or the individual, though. as has been said, the best State 
satisfies all these criteria 1• At all events, the point of view 
of justice is far the more prominent in the Third Boole 
In the book on Revolutions it is also especially prominent, 
for justice is the best security against revolution (µ6vov 

' I \ ' ' (:1 JI \ \ '' \ t ,..., ( ) yap µoviµov ro Kar ai;iav icrov KaL ro EXELV ra avrwv, 7 5 . 
7. 1307 a 26). Even in the Fourth Book, where the 
other point of view naturally comes more to the front, it 
is not absent. For instance, the assignment of military 
functions to the younger men and of political functions to 
the elder, rests in some degree on considerations of justice 
(cp. 4 (7). 9· 1329 a 16, OVKOVV OVTWS aµ,cpo'iv VEVEµijcr8aL crvµ-
"" I \ 5:': I "'i" >I ' ti ( 5:': I \ ' ' t.1 ) '/'EPEL KaL uLKaLOV ELVai· EXEL yap avrry TJ uLatpE<TLS ro Kar ai;iav . 
The just, in fact, and that which is for the common good 
are said to be identical (3· 1 2. I 282 b 1 7). But then, is the 
State sketched in 3. 13. 1283 a 42 sqq., or indeed any State 
but the best, truly just or for the common good? This 
question receives an answer, when we are told (6 (4). 8. 
l 293 b 25) that all constitutions but the best are deviations 
from the most normal constitution (oiryµaprt]Kacri rii> op8ora

rrys 'Tl'OALTECa> ). 

If we now gather together the conclusions with regard Summary 

h f h S h . h h d" . . . of the con-to t e nature o t e tate to w 1c t e prece mg mqumes clusions 50 

have led us, they seem to be the following :-the State is far arrived 
~ at as to the 

a body of men, not too large or small ( noA.irwv TL nA.178os, nature of a 
3. I. 1274 b 41), collected in one spot (1280 b 30-1), pos- State. 

sessing and exercising rights of trade and inter-marriage, 
joining in common festivals 2 and other forms of sociability 
( ro <TV(ijv ), but above all, able and purposed to rule and be 

1 Cp. 4 (7). 2. 1324a 23, on µiv 
oliv avayKatOV £lvat TrOALTfLUV apt<TTr/V 
ravr17v Ka()' ryv ni~w Ktw ounuovv 
apicrra 7rp<lTTOL KUL (<(111 µaKapiws, 
<f>av<pov fonv: 4. (7). 9. 1328 b 33, 
(11"£! i'3e rvyx.avoµ<v <TK011"ovvus 11"<p< 
T~> apiur17> 71"0ALTELa>, UVT1J lf EITTL 

Ka8' ryv ~ 71"0AL> av et17 µaA.iur' ev
i'3a[µwv. 

2 This recognition of festivals as 
an essential element in the State 
is characteristic enough. Perhaps 
the modern State has lost some
thing in losing this bond of union. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



THIRD BOOK. 

ruled as freemen should rule and be ruled, i.e. with a view 
to the common advantage 1-or, in other words, so as to 
aid each other in the realization of :t life, as Aristotle puts 
it, complete in every way 2-and held together by parti
cipation in a constitution (3. 3. 1276 b 1-2) devised to make 
possible and promote an existence of this kind. 

It is evidently no easy thing, in Aristotle's view, to be 
in a true sense a member of a State. Society truly so
called makes a great demand on human nature. The 
instinct of sociability, which man shares with some other 
animals, rises in him to a higher level than in them, for 
it rests on a perception of the good and bad, the just and 
unjust, the advantageous and disadvantageous (r. 2. 1253 a 
15), but, even in the form in which man has it, it goes only 
a little way towards the making of a State. An aim for 
the common good must be added, then an intelligent com
prehension of what is noble developed by a long course of 
training from childhood upward (4 (7). 15. 1334 b 2.1 sq.), 
then a steady purpose to live for this oneself and to 
promote a similar life in others; above all, the capacity, 
under which term is included not only adequate skill but 
adequate external means (xopYJyta), to rule and be ruled, as 
freemen should rule and be ruled, for the attainment of these 
ends. It is plain that to be a true citizen one must be a 
man of full virtue ( <T7Tovoa'los ). 

We see also that Aristotle's account of the State implies 
that there must exist within it a body ( Ti'A.1,8os) of men 
competent to take, and taking, an active part in its govern
ment. Mere 'administrr!s' are not citizens : the State is 

1 Aristotle does not appear to 
notice that rule must be exercised 
not merely for the common ad
vantage of the existing generation, 
but for the advantage also of the 
unborn of future generations. 

" Aristotle, as has been noticed 
already, distinguishes between av
TapK•La TWJJ avayKaiwv, which even 
an fBvos possesses (4 (7 ). 4. 1326 b 
4), and avnzpKna 'l"OV EO (ijv. A 
r.oi\Ls must possess an adequate 

number of citizens for both these 
ends ( cp. 4 (7 ). 4. 1326 b 2 sqq., 
esp. 1326 b 7, though <IVTllpKELU 
(wijs is the expression used in 4 (7 ). 
4. 1326 b 24: 3. I. 1275 b w). Even 
virtue will not make up for inade
quate numbers, unless it is of a 
transcendent kind: cp.3. 13. 1283b 
I l, {) TO oi\iyoL 7rpos TO €pyov rii 
UK01TEiv, el ovvaTol OLOlK<tV TTJV 1TOALV 
ry 'TOU"?VTO~ "TO r.i\ij8os WU"T' EtVaL 
1TDALV ·~ avrwv. 
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a scene of collective effort, it is an union of co-operating 
equals, whose numbers must not, indeed, be over-great, 
but yet also must not be too small. It is only later that 
he reminds us that the appearance of a -rraµf3a<nAEvs on the 
scene, though most unlikely, is nevertheless possible, and 
that he finds a place in his theory for the -rraµf3a(J'LAELa, 

without, however, altering his original account of the State, 
which is not strictly wide enough to admit it. It was, 
indeed, hardly necessary for him to do so, for though, as we 
shall see, he holds that the best form of the State is that 
in which virtue fully provided with external means is 
possessed in an overwhelming degree by one or a few 
persons, and rule always remains in his or their hands, the 
conditions of this form were wholly unlikely to occur. 

His account of the State also implies that it consists of 
those who can live its full life. Outside the citizen-body 
we find a fringe of dependents, necessary, indeed, to the 
existence of the State, but not brought within its inner 
circle, some free (women, children, artisans, labourers for 
hire) and others slaves. These are not, in strictness, a part 
of the State. 

As yet the further characteristic of the State, that in The ques-
. tion as to 

every case save one-and this so rare as to be merely the place of 

hypothetical-its working will be governed by Law, has Ls aw in the 
tate has 

not been added; the discussion of the next question, how- so far not 

ever, brings it under our notice. This question is, what ~tmerged: 
i emerges 

is to be the supreme authority of the community (ro KVpwv !n con.nex-
~ '' ) ~ A · 1 d b ' ' h t 10n with T7JS T.Ol\.EW> . nstot e oes not mean y ro Kvpwv w a the inquiry, 

Austin means by 'sovereign,' for the supreme authority what is to 
· h · f h • b d · 1 · be the may, in t e view o t e 1ormer, e veste m aw, not m supreme 

any given ·persons'; he does not go behind law to the men ~~~t~rity 
who make it. To answer this question, he rapidly discusses State? 

( c. IO) the claims of a number of competitors for power, 
with the result that the supreme authority must be just 1, 
if only because otherwise the community will perish; yet 

1 Compare the saying of St. Augustine-' quid civitates sine iustitia 
nisi magna latrocinia?' 
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if supremacy is given to men of worth, who are usually but 
a few, or to one man of supreme worth, we are still met 
by the dift5culty of reconciling the rest to their exclusion 

The an- from power; and Aristotle falls back on the supremacy of 
sth'A'.e~ to . law, as distinguished from that of a person or persons, who 1smqmry 
is-laws cannot be expected to be free, like law, from infirmities of 
~~~~f-11Y character. But then, if the law be that of a deviation
tuted. form, an oligarchy or a democracy, its rule may be as bad 

as that of any person. 'Bad laws,' says Burke, 'are the 
worst sort of tyranny.' 

Parenthe- At this point Aristotle pauses to draw a lesson from 
ti.c1~1 recfog- the inquiry, before the moment for insisting on it has m 10n o 
the claims passed. He has already ( c. 9) laid stress on the claims of 
of the · · h S · h f I h many, if virtue to power m t e tate, as against t ose o wea t 
not bel?w or free birth, and his readers may well have gathered that 
a certam , • 
le\·el of ex- he must favour a rule of the few Good ( EiiLELKELS' ). It 1s 
celhlence,. to precisely this impression that he now wishes to correct. 
as are m 
certain Even on the score of virtue the many, if they are not too 
~i~~~~cal degraded, have something to say for themselves. Plato 
which they had severely censured in the Laws (700 A-701 B) the 
can exer- d h h h ' ( / ) cise collec- ten ency to w at e terms a • t eatrocracy BrnTpoKpana . 
tively. It was, he says, in the theatre-

' When all its throats the gallery extends, 
And all the thunder of the pit ascends'-

that the people first learnt to believe itself infallible, and 
to despise the judgment of the wise few (rnLs- yEyov6rn 7rEpl 

7raCoEv<Tw, 700 C)-a lesson which they soon applied in 
matters of State. He rejects this popular supremacy both 
in the sphere of music and poetry 1 and in that of politics 2• 

It is evident from 1281 b 7 sq. and from the whole course 
of c. 11, that Aristotle does not agree with Plato in this. 

1 See Laws 670 B and the 
references given in Stallbaum's 
note. 

2 Plato's principle, in the Gor
gias at all events, is 'cuique in 
sua arte credendum.' Cp. Gorg. 
455 B, quoted by Engelhardt, Loci 
Platonici quorum Aristoteles in 

conscribendis Politicis videtur me
mor fuisse, p. 15 : orav nEpl larpwv 
a1picnwr i7 rfi miXn CTVAAoyor t, nEpt 
11avmryw11 t, nepl aXXov nvor l31Jµi
ovpyiKov €811uvr, aXXo n t, Tore o 
p1JropiKor ov CTvµ{3ovXEvCTn; oT]XOll 
yap OT! EV EKUCTTTJ aipiCTfl TOV TEXJll• 

Kwrarov lJe"i aipfiCT8ai K.T.A. 
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He did not hold that the rise of the drama or of Rhetoric 1 

was to be deplored, or that neither deserved a place in 
a well-ordered State: tragedy is to him the highest form 
of poetry, and a boon to man; Rhetoric is necessary 
because the minds of the many are less easily influenced 
by strict philosophical reasoning than by arguments 
drawn from common opinion. In this matter, as in others, 
things had not gone so completely wrong as Plato thought. 
On the contrary, the views of men have a tendency to 
gravitate to the truth (Rhet. I. J. 1355 a 15 sq.: Zeller, 
Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 2...J-3· 3). The wiser advocates of democracy 
had not claimed for popular gatherings an equal aptitude 
for all kinds of work. This is true, for instance, of Athena
goras, the leader of the popular party in the 'polity' (7 (5). 
4. 1304 a 27) or' aristocracy' (7 (5). 10. 1312 b 6-9), which 
existed at Syracuse till the defeat and capture of the 
Athenian armament led to its conversion into a democracy 
(1304 a 27). The utterance of Athenagoras on this subject 
(Thuc. 6. 39) apparently set the keynote of this Eleventh 
Chapter. cf>ry<TEL rn; (he says) OYJflOKpaTCav OVTE tvvETOV ovT' 

L<TOV Eivai, TOVS OE EXOVTaS Ta xpiJµarn Kal &pxELv &pi<TTa {3EA-
' , , ,, , ri.. ~ , ,,~ t' , ' e Ti<TTOVS. Eyw uE 't'Y/fll 7rpwTa µEv u71µov i;,Vµ7fav wvoµa<T ai, 

oA.iyapx{av OE µtpos, E7TELTa <f>vA.aKas µEv apL<TTOVS Eivai XPY/flaTwV 

TOVS 7fAOV<TLoVS, [3ovAEV<Tal o' av [3tA.n<TTa TOVS tvvETOVS, KpLvai o' 
&v CtKOV<TaVTaS apl<TTa TOVS 7fOAAovs, Kat TaVTa oµ.otws Kat KaTa 

µ.tp71 Kal tvµ.7Tavrn iv oryµ.oKpado.: l<Toµ.oipE'Lv. Aristotle is 
inclined to agree with the view here taken of the capabili
ties of the many, so far at all events as some subjects are 
concerned. It is interesting to find him expressing the 
view that the many are better judges of music and poetry 
than the few ( l 28 l b 7) 2 ; he is not, however, here speaking 
of an audience of artisans and day-labourers, whose defects 
of taste he recognizes (5 (8). 7. 1342 a 18 sq.), but of one 

1 As to Rhetoric, contrast Plato, 
Laws 937 D sqq. with Aristot. 
Rhet. r. r. 1355 a 20-b 7. 

2 It should be noticed, however, 
that in the Fifth Book (5 (8). 6. 

1340 b 23) he says that it is out of 
the question, or at all events not 
easy, for those who have not learnt 
to play and sing to become good 
judges of music. 
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not below a certain social level 1• Whether he would 
praise the judgment of the Athenian people in these 
matters, many of whom were artisans and day-labourers, 
we do not know. Nowhere else were audiences so fre
quently gathered together to sit in judgment on dramas 
and choruses 2• When Goethe says 3, 'Es bleibt immer 
gewiss, dieses so geehrte und verachtete Publikum betriigt 
sich iiber das Einzelne fast immer und iiber das Ganze 
fast nie,' he perhaps has rather the reading public in view 
than a theatre audience. Aristotle, however, goes on to 
admit that the people-always supposing them to be not 
below a certain level of merit-are capable critics of public 
service, when brought together in a body. A man of full 
virtue ( £nrovoa'i.'os'), he says, may be surpassed by others in 
respect of each of the excellences whose combination makes 
him what he is 4 ; his strength lies in his combination of 
virtues not necessarily singly present in a superlative degree. 
And something similar may be said of a large gathering of 
men. It is like a single individual possessed of many hands 
and feet and organs of sense, and many moral and intel
lectual faculties 5• Aristotle forgets that bad qualities will 

1 He guards himself thus, pos
sibly remembering a saying of 
Socrates-r.po> TO OVK a~iol\oyov 
r.J\ij8o> ifcpa<TKEll oµ.otOll Et Tl> TETp<i
apa~p.OV 2v drr?ao~iµ.U(~v r0v ~K TW,v 
TOlOUTWll rrwpov w> CioKtµ.ov a1Tofie
XOLTO (Diog. Laert. 2. 34). We 
see from the use of 7rAij8o> in this 
passage what Aristotle probably 
means by rravra Ciijµ.ov • •• 1Tav 7rAij
Bo> in 1281 b 16. He is not think
ing so much of national differences, 
like that which existed between 
Boeotians and Athenians, as of 
differences of occupation (like that 
which distinguished the yEwpyiKo> 
fiijµ.o> from the {juvaUCTO> Or ayo
pato> Ciijµ.o> ), or of social position 
(cp. 8 (6). 4. 1319a 38, mil Kara r~v 
xwpav 7TA~Bou>: 1319 b 1, TO XEtpov 
,1£! 7rf..ij8o> xwpi(nv ). 

2 If the popular judgment in 
music prevailed, and was respon
sible for the degeneracy of the art 

which Aristoxenus deplores in a 
charming passage (Fr. 90: :\li.iller, 
Fr. Hist. Gr. 2. 291 ), it can hardly 
have deserved much credit. Aris
toxenus compares his own con
temporaries, so far as the art of 
music is concerned, to the bar
barized Paestans, who met once 
a year at a festival to mourn their 
loss of Hellenism, and to recall for 
a moment their old way of life. 

3 Quoted by Henkel, Studien, p. 
80 n. 'It is quite certain, that 
the Public, which we are so ready 
both to honour and to despise, is 
almost always under a delusion 
in its judgments as to particular 
points, but hardly ever as to the 
total result.' 

• This glimpse of the cr7rouCiaio> 
is interesting, and prepares us for 
the many-sidedness. of the citizens 
of Aristotle's ideal State. 

5 Aristotle evidently has Geryon 
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be thrown into the common stock no less than good ones ; 
he forgets also the special liability of great gatherings of 
men to be mastered by feeling, especially in the discussion 
of political questions, which are far more provocative of 
feeling than artistic ones. His principle, again, would justify 
the inference that the larger the gathering is, the greater 
its capacity will be 1• 

Aristotle is led, partly by these considerations, partly by 
considerations of political safety ( ovK arr<f>aA.ls, l 281 b 26: 

<f>o{3Epov, 29), to the conclusion that there is good ground 
for a compromise between the rich and the good on the 
one hand, and the many-in the sense of ot EAEvfhpoL 

( 128 l b 2 3)-on the other. The many are not fit to hold 
the highest magistracies; they are only fit for collective 
political functions, such as those of deliberating and judg
ing (To (3ovAEvErr0aL Kal KpLvEw, 1281 b 31). To these they 
may be admitted with advantage. Hence it is that some 
constitutions, that of Solon for instance, concede to the 
people the right of choosing magistrates and reviewing 
their official conduct, but not the right of holding office 
singly 2• 

There were those, we know-for example, Socrates 3-

who held the master of an art to be the best hand both at 
judging how a work has been done and selecting the man 
to do it, but with this view-even taking the term ' master 
of an art' in its widest sense, so as to include not only 
the man of science ( o flows) and the practical worker ( o 
or11uovpy6s), but also the man who has had a general train
ing on the subject ( o nrnaLoEvµlvos )-Aristotle does not 
agree. He feels, however, that the case of the many need 
not be wholly rested on the broad ground which he has 

in his mind : cp. Plutarch, Reip. 
Gerend. Praec. c. 26, o~r6l yap ~v 
0 r1Jpv6V1Jf> (1JA6lT6r, EX6lV UteEA1J 
Tr~AAU te,al XELP,ar ~al orp8a>..µ.ovr, El 
Travra µ.ia ..Yvx'I l116lteEI. 

1 See as to Aristotle's view on 
this subject Henkel,p. 80 n.: Sus.2, 

Note 565b. 
2 1281 b 34, tlpxnv ll€ teara µ.6var 

VOL. I. S 

ovte lwuiv, where Bonitz (Ind. 472 
b 42) compares Hist. An. 9. 43. 
629 a 33, >..ixvov ll' 'lJv teal Trpor ra 
p.aynpEta teal TOVr lx8var teal -HJv 
roiavr7Jv dir6>..avuiv teara p.ovar Trpou
Trfrarai. 

3 Xen. Mem. I. 2. 49-50: 3· 5· 
21 sqq. : 3. 9. 10 sqq. ' Creden· 
dum cuique in sua arte.' 
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taken up ; they have another ground of claim, for they are 
the •wearers of the shoe' and know best where it pinches. 
There are subjects on which the man who uses the product 
( o xpw1uvo>) has more claim to be a good judge than the 
master of an art-subjects on which a mastery of the art 
is not essential to a right decision : the best critic of a 
banquet, for instance, is not the cook, but the guest 1• It 
is implied that the decision as to the merits of a statesman 
is one of these. 

After this objection has been dealt with, however, 
another remains. Plato had insisted in the Laws (945 B 
sqq.) that the reviewing authority must be better than the 
magistracy reviewed 2, and had accordingly given the right 
of review in the State of the Laws to a specially constituted 
body, the priests of Apollo, not to the people. Aristotle 
probably has this arrangement in view in his defence 
(I 282 a 32 sqq.) of the Solonian distribution of power. 
His reply is that under it the reviewing authority i's better 
than the magistracy reviewed, for the reviewing authority 
is the collective whole, not the individuals, mostly of little 
worth, of whom it is composed, and this, if in the given 
instance the people is not below a certain level, will be 
better, and indeed richer, than the One or Few to whom 
high offices are entrusted. 

Having followed this line of inquiry thus far, Aristotle 
recurs to the discussion from which he had diverged, and 
recognizes that it had led to the result that law must be 
supreme-law not conceived in the interest of a section, but 
normal and correct (v6µ.oi 6p()ws KELµ.Evoi, 3. II. 1282 b I sqq.), 
adding that where owing to its necessary generality it 
cannot give detailed guidance, the ruler, whether one or 
many, must in these matters be supreme. The question1 

however, what 'laws normal and correct' are, still remains 

1 This saying, which was per
haps already proverbial, is echoed 
by Martial, Epigr. 9. 81, as is 
noticed by Sir G. C. Lewis (Autho
rity in Matters of Opinion, pp. 
184-5). 

2 Cp. Eth. Nie. 6. 13. 1143 b 
33, rrpos: ll€ TOVTOIS: aT011"0JI av El
Jlat lJogmv, fl XELPWll Tijs: uocplas: 
ooua [ ~ cpp611,,au] KVPIWTEpa avTijs: 
£crrai, 
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for solution. To answer it, Aristotle calls to mind that 
'good and just laws and good and just constitutions go 
together, but that the laws must be adjusted to the con
stitution, not the constitution to the laws 1 : hence we may 
say that laws adjusted to the normal constitutions will be 
just, and those adjusted to the deviation-forms unjust.' 
With these words c. I I closes. 

Arrived at this point, we expect that the next question What are 

for discussion will be, what ' laws adjusted t~ the normal ~~~~ft1~red 
constitutions' are, but instead of distinctly raising this laws? 

. A . 1 d d" . h" h Laws ad-q uest10n, nstot e procee s to 1scuss a question w 1c , justed to 

as he says, 'affords an opportunity for aporetic inquiry, and the n<.mnal 
, conshtu

is not without instructiveness for the political philosopher. tions. 

The question he refers to is one relating to the nature of Tt rtahnsition 
o e ques-

Political Justice 2• The Twelfth Chapter, in fact, begins tion: wh:i-t 
r 11 ' b . . 11 . d h d . the JUSt IS? as 10 ows- ut smce m a sciences an arts t e en 1s a -what 

good, and in the most sovereign of sciences-the Political attributes 
• • . • confer a 

Science-the greatest of goods is m an especial degree just claim 

made the end, and since the just is the political good, and ~0 a 51~t~re 1 m po 1 1ca 
the just is no other than that which is for the common power? 

advantage 3 [we shall do well to inquire what the just is]. 
Now all say that the just is the equal: yes, and all agree 
up to a certain point with the conclusion arrived at in the 
philosophical discussions in which ethical questions have 
been treated in detail, that justice implies not only a thing 
awarded, but also persons to whom it is awarded, and say 
that justice means the award of that which is equal to 
equals. But then comes the question-equals in what?' 
Equals in respect of any good thing we may chance to 
select-complexion, for instance, or size of body? The 
Ethiopians, according to Herodotus (3. 20), made the 
biggest and strongest man among them their king, and 
Plato had seemed to imply in a hasty sentence that such 

1 Cp. 6 (4). I. 1289a 13 sq. we find them, not by the hand of 
2 Bernays (Aristoteles' Politik, Aristotle, but by that of some 

p. 172 n.) has expressed the later editor. On this question, 
opinion that the contents of cc. see Appendix C. 
12 and 13 were placed where 3 Cp. Isocr. Archid. § 35. 

s 2 
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things might be taken into consideration 1• Aristotle, on 
the contrary, says that in any distribution of 'instru
ments' (opyava) the work to be done must be kept in 
view-that in a distribution of flutes, for instance, the best 
flute must be given not to the best-born or the hand
somest, but to the most skilful flute-player. The contrary 
view, he says, would imply that all things \Vhich we call 
good are sufficiently one in kind to be reducible to a 
common measure and comparable the one with the other2• 

Goods are really only comparable in respect of their con
tribution to a given work ( gpyov ), and only goods which 
contribute to the same work can be compared with each 
other. 'The competitors for power must base their claims 
on the possession of things which really go to the making 
of a State' (1283 a 14). So that, if we draw up a rough list 
of competitors for political power, we shall find on it the 
well-born, the free-born, and the wealthy 3, and to these we 
shall have to add those possessed of justice and of military 
excellence. All these possess attributes contributing either 
to the being or well-being of the State. Each of these 
groups has a certain claim, none of them an absolutely just 

The nor- . or exclusive claim, to power. Even a constitution which 
mal consh- . . 
tution will gave exclusive supremacy to the virtuous would not be 
recognize just, for it would give exclusive supremacy to one only of 
all ele-
ments the elements which contribute to the work of the State 4• 

1 Cp. Laws 744 B, where Plato 
enumerates not only apff~ 7j r• 
7Tpoy6voov Kai ~ avrov and 7l"Aourov 
xp~cris Kai 1rEvias, but also crooµ.aroov 
lcrxun Kai •l!µ.op<f>iai, as entitling to 
a larger share of honours and 
offices. In Laws 7 57 B-C, how
ever, true, or geometrical, justice 
is said to take account only of 
virtue in its distribution of honours. 
But then we must remember that 
the State of the Laws is avowedly 
a second-best State, and not con
structed wholly on ideal prin
ciples. 

2 Cp. Eth. Nie. 5. 8. 1133b 18, ry 
µf.v o~v dX17B•lq. dlluvarov Ta rocroil
rov l3iacp£povra crup.µ.•rpa y•v£cr8ai' 

7Tpos ()f. T~ll xp•iav lvl3£x•rnL LKavws: 
and Eth. Nie. 9. I. n64 b 2 sqq. 

8 In Eth. Nic.4. 8. u24a 2osqq. 
there is an account of the com
peting claimants for honour, 
which reminds us of this passage 
of the Politics. We gather that 
those who combine the three 
dyaBa-wealth, nobility, and vir
tue-have the best claim. Cp. 
Eth. Nie. 8. 12. n6ob 3, where the 
{3acriA•v~ is said to be o 7I"acri ro'ii: 
ayaBols V7I"Ep£xoov. 

4 Plato's language, Laws 7 57 C, 
is far more favourable to the 
claims of virtue. Geometrical (or 
true) justice, he says, rip.as: µ.•l(ocr& 
µ.f.v 7Tpoi: ap•T~IJ Uft µ.•l(ovi:, roli: /l( 
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The same would have to be said of one which gave ex- which con· 

1 · , / tribute to c us1ve supremacy to the many (oL 7TAflovs) on the grounds the being 

developed in the Eleventh Chapter. an~ wefll-h 
bemgo t e 

What then must be done, supposing all these elements- State, not 

the good, the rich, the noble, the many-to co-exist in one ~~;:~nly. 
and the same community? Are we to give power to the A ~ar~ s~-

d · 1 h h ffi · · b penonty m goo , supposing on y t at t ey are su c1ent m num er to one only 

form, or at least to govern, a State 1 ? But then there is a does not 

d "ffi 1 h" h a· 11 I . confer an 1 cu ty w 1c auects a exc us1ve awards on the ground exclusive 

of superiority in this or that attribute. Each of the right to 
supremacy. 

elements before us-the rich, the noble, the good, the 
many-is liable to have its claims defeated by those of a 
single individual richer or nobler or better than all the 
rest, or indeed by those of a mass of men of which this can 
be said. Our review of facts shows that none of these 
exclusive claims to supremacy on the ground of a bare 
superiority in one of the elements which contribute to the 
life of the State deserve to be accounted •normal' ( op06s ), 
or to find recognition in a normal constitution. We thus 
obtain an answer to the question raised at the end of 
c. 11 ( 1282 b 6), what are normally constituted laws, and 
whether they will be conceived in the interest of the better 
sort or the many (1283 b 35). They are, we find, laws 
designed for the common good of both ; though there is 
one case in which all laws are out of place-that of the 
appearance of a 1Tap.j3a<J"LAEvs. When the good are not so Unless the 

superior as to outweigh in virtue the collective merit ~~:tC:o~~is 
of the mass (orav <J"vµj3atvn ro AEXe,v, 1283 b 39), then so tran-

h . h h S . d scendent they must s are power wit t e many. ome mixe as to out-

constitution must be adopted, which will give to the good weigh .the 
. . collective 

and to the many a proport10nate share of power ; and m merit of 

determining the proportion which is to fall to the lot of ~~= ~~~J; 
Tou11a11Tlov €xovuiv dpfT~~ TE Kat 
'll'at~fla: To 7rpe7rov eKaTepoi~ d7roveµn 
KaTa Xoyov. 

1 This question is left unan
swered, but the answer intended 
to be given to it may probably be 
gathered from the sentences which 
succeed. It is that, given a suffi-

cient superiority in virtue, no 
deficiency in the numbers of the 
virtuous is a bar to their claims : 
even a single individual, if more 
virtuous than all the rest of the 
community, has an irresistible 
claim to rule. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



THIRD BOOK. 

the Rich, each, regard must be had to the advantage of the whole 
~~n~h~ust State and the common advantage of the citizens 1 ; 'and a. 
~Hvide citizen is, broadly, one who shares in ruling and being 
power be- . a d. h . l . 
tween them ruled, but he diuers accor mg to t e partlcu ar constltu-
in the way tion; under the best constitution he is one who is able and 
most con-
ducive to purposed to rule and be ruled with a. view to a life of 
~~nc;;:d. virtue' (1283b 42 sqq.). We infer, then, that the best 

constitution will be so designed as to favour his pursuit of 
this end, and this we find to be the case if we compare the 
Fourth Book (4 (7). 2. 1324 a 23, on µ'Ev ovv ii.vayKa'iov Eiva' 

I , I I e' i<. !C +. < ...., " 7TOAlTHaV aplO"T'fJV TaVTr)V Ka TJV Ta~w Kav OCTTLCTOVV aplCTTa 
I \ /'. I I ,/, I ' ) r.paTTOl Kai ~<i'T/ p.aKapiws, 't'avEpov ECTTLV • 

If, how- 'But if,' Aristotle continues, 'there is in the community 
:;;:~',~~ea some one man, or some group of men not numerous enough 
small to constitute a city, so pre-eminent in virtue that the virtue 
group of 
men not and political capacity of all the rest put together is not 
numerQus commensurable with theirs' -in other words, ornv µ~ 01Jµ.
enough to 
constitute f3aCvn To AEXIJEv-' this man or men,' notwithstanding their 
a city, is · 1 · b d f forthcom- numenca paucity, ' must not e treate as a mere part o 
ing,_pos-. the State,' or called upon to share power with the rest and 
sessmg this . . 
transcend- to submit to law, for to do so would be to do them m-
enft :imount justice, and indeed would be ridiculous. This is shown to 
o virtue, 
then a case be the case by an appeal to the practice of the deviation-
!~~~~ee Ab- forms, which either put to death or ostracize any citizen 
K~ngship who by reason of disproportionate wealth, or a dispro-
anses. · b f f · d d dh • portionate num er o nen s an a erents, or 1or any 

other cause, is formidable to the State. They do not 
expect such persons to obey the law; they get rid of 
them in one way or another. The normal constitutions 
have to face the same difficulty, and though they will 
try to prevent the case for the ostracism arising 2, they 
also may nevertheless be forced to resort to it; but 
then they will use the ostracism for the common good, 

1 1283 b 40, To a· upBov ">< 11rrTEOIJ 
i'<Twr' TO a· L<TWr up8ov rrpor TO Ti;r 
rroAEoor 8"A17r <Tvµ,<f>ipov Kai rrpor T<J 
Koivov To Tow rro'Airwv. It is not 
clear whether Aristotle conceives 
any difference to exist between 

the advantage of the whole State 
and the common advantage of 
the citizens. 

2 Cp. 7 (5). 3. 1302 b 19: and 
Aristoph. Ran. 1357 sqq. as to 
Alcibiades. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



THE ABSOLUTE KINGSHIP. 

not for the good of a section 1• But what is the best 
constitution to do, if an individual makes his appear
ance, transcendent, not in respect of wealth or the number 
of his friends, but in respect of virtue? Virtue is every
thing to the best constitution, and as it cannot expel such 
a being 2 or exercise rule over him, the only possible 
course, and also the natural course, is to make him a 
life-long king. This is extended (3. r 7. 1288 a 15) to 
the case of a whole family (ylvos) of such persons 
appearing in a State. The whole family will then become 
royal. 

It will be noticed that the alternatives considered in this The case, 

h d h h I. f .bl I . weobserve c apter o not ex aust t e 1st o poss1 e a ternat1ves. in which ' 

The cases considered are only those in which a Few Good the good 
. are suffi-

and the Many, or one pre-emmently good man and the cient in 

Many, coexist in the same community, and the purpose of num~er to 
constitute a 

the inquiry is to show how in such cases power must be city is not 

allotted. The One and the Few have an exclusive right ~=~=~~~~i-s 
to supremacy only when their excess of virtue is very is the case 

• assumed to 
great ; m all other cases power must be shared. The case exist in the 

in which the good are sufficient in number to form a full ~ou~th 
complement of citizens is not considered; and this is the case w~~r~ all 

which is assumed to exist in that form of the best State citizenfs are 
men o 

which is described in the Fourth Book. In this the good, virtue. 

the well-to-do, and the free-born are the same persons-
in other words, the citizen-body is composed of men 

1 Cp. Plato Polit. 293 D, Kal lciv , , , \ .,., \ 

TE ')IE arrOKTLVVVVTES' nvas T/ KaL 
lK{3aAXovre> KaBalp(J)<TLv lrr' dyaBc;> 
T~v ?T6Aiv, El-re: Kal O:rrotKlar olov 
uµ-fiv'l µi>..irroov lK1dµrrovr€!> 1TOL 
u µiKpor€pav rroioouiv, Tf nva!> E1TEL<Ya
')IOµEvol 1To8cv aA'Xov> €g(J)8Ev, 7TOAfra!> 
?TowvvTH, a/Jr~v alJg(J)aw, E(J)<J"1TEp 
fiv lmur?µr1 Kat T~ l'iiK~i<:J 1Tpouxp~
µEvoi, U(J)(OllTES, EK X£LPOllOS' {3EATLW 
1Totoo<Yi Kara l'iUvaµiv, ravTTJV TOTE Kat 
Kara TOV!> TOtovrov> 8pov> ~µiv µ611T/11 
opB~v 7TOALTfLaV ftVaL PTJrEOI!. 

2 Aristotle evidently remembers 
Heraclitus' indignant censure of 

the Ephesians for their expulsion 
of Hermodorus : cp. Diog. Laert. 
9. 2, KaBa7rTETat (j£ Kat T007J 'Ecf>wi(J)V 
E7rl rciJ rOv ETaLpov l1<.{3a'AELv <Epµ.6-
l'i(J)pov, lv oT> c/>TJ<YLv· "Agwv 'Ecf>Eufois 
~f3TJ Mv drro8avetv 1Taui Kat rots dv-fi
{3ois rryv 1TOALI! KllTllAl1TftV, OlTL7JES 
'Epµol'i(J)pov f(J)VT007J 6vryL<YTOV lgi{3a
'A.ov 'A.£yovres" ~µE(J)IJ µT]lJE ,[, ovryt<YTOS 
E'<J"r(J)· .z Ci€ ns roioi!ro>, tiXXn TE Kai 
µ<r' a'A.'A.(J)v, and Cicero's transla
tion of the passage, Tusc. Disp. 
5. 36. 105. See Bywater, Heracliti 
Ephesii Reliquiae, fragm. cxiv. 
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possessing virtue fully furnished with external means (apE'r~ 
KEXOP7JY7JJJ.EV7J). 

General The conclusion, however, to which the whole discussion 
conclusion h · h · 1 -the nor- leads us is, that the decision w at 1s t e JUSt or norma 
ma~ co~sti- constitution in any given case must depend on the circum-
tut1on 1s f h h d" "b · f "b not one and stances o t at case-on t e 1stn ut10n o attn utes con-
the same ducive to the life of the State, and especially on the 
every-
where: it distribution of virtue-but that whatever allotment of power 
;~~i~tr~~:!- it makes will be for the common good, and that it will not 
stanc7s of give exclusive supremacy to One individual or a Few, 
the given . h f h . . case. except m t e very rare case o t eir possessmg an over-

whelming superiority in virtue. 
Far more often we shall find a small body of the better 

sort (/3EA.rfovs) confronted by a large body of the free-born, 
the former individually, the latter collectively superior, and 
in this case the normal constitution will be one which recog
nizes and rallies round it all elements conducive to the life 
of the State-wealth, free birth, virtue-and finds a place 
for each. All of them have claims: the State has need of all. 

Already then we find a firm logical basis laid for that 
mixed constitution whose organization and nature will 
be more fully depicted in the Sixth Book. The mention 
of wealth, free birth, and virtue as the elements to be 
combined points perhaps rather to an aristocracy of the 
kind described in 6 (4). 7. 1293 b 14 than to a polity, for 
in a polity only wealth and free birth find recognition 
(6 (4). 8. 1294a 19 sqq.). The mixed constitution of 
Aristotle, it is interesting to notice, is not necessarily 
a combination of all constitutions, like that men
tioned in 2. 6. 1265 b 33 sqq., or that which his disciple 
Dicaearchus 1 and the Stoics of the third century before 
Christ 2, followed by Cicero and a host of others down to 
our own day, have agreed in extolling. It is not an union 
of Kingship, Aristocracy, and Democracy, for a King 
has no necessary place in it; it is rather a combination 

1 See Dicaearch. fragm. 23 
(Mi.iller, Fragm. Hist. Graec. 2. 

242): Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 892. 
~ Diog. Laert. 7. 131. 
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of social elements-virtue, wealth, free birth-than a 
combination of constitutions; it is a constitution which 
finds a place in the State for the good, the wealthy, and 
the many, and which rallies them all round it. It does 
justice to everything that contributes to the life of the 
State. Under its shadow the good, the wealthy, and the 
free-born work happily together, ruling and being ruled for 
the common good 1• 

This is Aristotle's conception of the normal (not the 
best) State in the form which it most commonly assumes, 
and the pattern was one which Greece in his day especially 
needed to have held up for imitation. It has its value, 
however, even in our own times. 

Plato had said in the Politicus ( 297 B), that •no large 
body of persons, whoever they may be, can acquire the 
political science and govern a State with reason (µ.ETa vov), 
and that it is in connexion with a small and scanty body, 
or even a single individual, that we must look for the one 
normal constitution.' Even in the Laws, where he concedes 
a certain share of power to the people, he constantly sur
rounds his concession with safeguards which greatly reduce 
its value. The classes in which he places most faith are 
evidently those comprised in the first and second property
classes. Aristotle has somewhat more confidence in the 
judgment, on some political subjects at all events, of some, 
though not all, kinds of demos 2 • 

1 We notice that Aristotle does 
not rest the claims of mixed 
government on the ground that a 
system of ' checks and balances ' 
is necessary, but on grounds of 
justice : all elements contributing 
to the being and well-being of the 
State should receive due recogni
tion in the award of supreme 
authority. Considerations of ex
pediency, however, reinforce those 
of justice. A constitution of this 
kind is the safest, inasmuch as 
all elements of the State gladly 
combine to give it support. We 
see also that if Aristotle does not 

believe in the divine right of the 
One or the Few, neither would he 
accept the doctrine of the sove
reignty of the people, even in the 
limited sense of the sovereignty 
of the EAev8epoi. Sovereignty 
rightfully rests with those who, 
contributing elements of import
ance to the life of the State, can 
and will rule for the general good. 

2 He strongly deprecates a pau
per demos (8 (6). 5. 1320 a 32), and 
he much prefers an agricultural 
or pastoral demos to a demos of 
artisans or day-labourers or 
ayopalot (8 ( 6). 4). 
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We see how great a part justice, and its equivalent the 
common good, play in determining the structure of the 
Aristotelian State. If the slave is a slave, it is because 
it is just and well for him and every one else, that he should 
be so. The same principle governs the assignment of 
citizen-rights and of supreme authority in the State. A 
State in which the best should rule by force would not 
satisfy Aristotle, even if they ruled for the best ends; 
there must be a willing co-operation of all, whether rulers 
or ruled, and this can only be secured through an universal 
conviction that an adequate place is found for everybody, 
and that no one's just claims are overlooked. Aristotle's 
principle is a salutary one, whatever we may think of his 
application of it. It is-let every element that contributes 
to the being and well-being of the State receive due recog
nition in its award of rights. The permanent value of 
this principle will best be seen if we study some instance 
of its infraction-for example, the ancien regime in France. 

Justice and We note also that the just being, in Aristotle's view, 
the com- "d · 1 · h h h' h · f h d h h mon good 1 entlca wit t at w 1c 1s or t e common goo , e as 
the two- both these clues to guide him in the construction of the 
fold clue to S T, , (), , ,, , , ,, , (), , , ~ 
the normal tate. 0 op ov A1)71'TEOV LCTW<)' TO 0 LCTW<) op ov r.poc; TO T7]'> 

constitu- n6A.e-wc; OA1)'> crvµcp€pov Kat npoc; To Kowov To TWV noA.tTwv 
ti on. 

(1283 b 40). Rights, it would seem, are to be measured 
by the common good. 

It is, however, mainly by considerations of justice that 
Aristotle is guided in his construction of the State. 
Justice was to him the key to all constitutional problems ; 
varying views of justice lay at the root of constitutional 
diversity and constitutional change. He saw that all the 
competing claimants for political power-democrats no 
less than oligarchs-appealed to justice in support of their 
claims. The champions of oligarchy seem occasionally to 
have used the argument that those who contribute ninety
nine hundredths of a common fund should not be placed 
on the same footing as those who contribute the remaining 
hundredth (3. 9. 1280 b 27 sqq.), and it was apparently 
from them that Aristotle learnt the view that political 
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power should be distributed among the members of a 
State in proportion to contribution. He holds, indeed, 
that account should be taken in the distribution of power, 
not of property only, but of everything that contributes to 
the being and well-being of a State. The free-born and 
the virtuous have as good a claim to a share of power as 
the wealthy. Still, though he amends the contention of 
the champions of oligarchy, he adopts it in the amended 
form. 

It is an interesting question, whether his account of the Is Aris-
. · 1 h' h 1' · 1 h ld b d' 'b d totle's pnnc1p e on w 1c po 1tlca power s ou e 1stn ute account of 

is correct. It places the matter at any rate in a distinct t~e1prin-• • • • . c1p eon 
light, whereas, when s1m1lar questions anse among our- which 

selves, and an appeal is made to considerations of justice, ~~~~~al 
there is often a good deal of vagueness about the argu- should be 

d A . l , . . h h h 'b distributed ments use . nstot es view 1s t at t ose w o contn ute correct? 

to the common stock the attributes, material moral and 
intellectual, which are essential to the being and well-being 
of the State-whether (like the citizens of the best State) 
they individually possess the whole of them, or whether 
some possess one of them and others another, the rich, the 
free-born, and the virtuous forming distinct classes-ought 
in fairness, as a requital for their contribution, to be the 
citizens and rulers of the State. It is evident, however, 
that the award of supreme power to men thus endowed 
may be rested on another ground. The State may give it 
to them, not in requital for their contribution, but because 
it is for the common good that 'the tools' should be in the 
hands of' those who can use them.' It may well be that 
the Common Good is a safer standard in questions of this 
kind than the Distributive Justice of Aristotle, and that the 
State is more likely to be successful in attaining the ends 
for which it exists, if it abstains from attempting to 
balance contribution and recompense, and is guided in 
its distribution of power simply by considerations of the 
Common Good. We may test the soundness of Aristotle's 
theory in some degree by the view which it leads him 
to take of Kingship. He finds himself, as we shall shortly 
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see, obliged to deny the legitimacy of Absolute Kingship 
in all cases but one-the case in which the Absolute King 
is an overwhelmingly important contributor to the State. 
Would it not have been better to say that the Absolute 
Kingship is only in place where it is essential to the well
being of the community? 

We may, indeed, go further and ask whether the recog
nition of contribution, or even of capacity, is really justice 
-whether justice is not rather the recognition of desert. 
On this point some remarks of Mr. J. S. Mill (Political 
Economy, Book ii. c. I. § 4) deserve to be quoted. 'The 
proportioning of remuneration to work done,' he says, ' is 
really just, only in so far as the more or less of the work is 
a matter of choice : when it depends on natural difference 
of strength or capacity, this principle of remuneration is in 
itself an injustice: it is giving to those who have-as
signing most to those who are already most favoured by 
nature.' But is it possible for the State to sound the 
depths of human desert ? And if it were possible, would 
it be well that the State should award the advantages at its 
disposal in accordance with desert? A man's extraction, 
his training, or other circumstances beyond his control may 
be so bad that he deserves more credit for being only a 
thief and not a murderer, than another man deserves for 
being an useful member of society. Yet would not the 
State be acting a suicidal part, if it gave power to a man of 
this kind? It would seem that the only sort of justice 
which is capable of affording a basis to society is that 
which is recognized by Aristotle; yet is this really 
justice? 

Transition Aristotle has now answered the question raised at the 
to King- f h h b h ship, which commencement o c. lo-w at oug t to e t e supreme 
is e_x- authority of the State-and he passes on in c. 14 to 
ammed . h b" f K" h" • h h" . first as be- examme t e su ~ect o mgs ip, '1or we say t at t 1s is 
inhg one of

1 
one of the normal constitutions.' His plan seems to be to 

t e norma 
constitu- study the normal constitutions first, perhaps on the principle 
tions. Its · d · h h h h true form ment10ne m c. 7. i:i,79 a :z3, w ere e says t at 'w en 

' 
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KINGSHIP-

these have been described, the deviation-forms will be the Abso

evident.' He reserves an examination of the polity, how- luh~e Kd!nt~
s lp, IS Ill· 

ever, till he has analysed democracy and oligarchy, 'for its guished 

t ·11 b .d f h . . h from the na ure w1 e more ev1 ent, a ter t ese constltut10ns ave rest. 

been described' (6 (4). 8. l 293 b 22-33). There is no such 
reason for postponing the study of Kingship and the true 
Aristocracy. 

The question is asked whether a State and country 
(KaL 71"0AH KaL xwpq., c. 14. 1284 b 38) which is to be well 
constituted may be placed with advantage under a King
ship, or whether some other constitution will be better 
for it, or whether again in some cases a Kingship will be in 
place and in others not. It is evident from 3. 16. 1287 a 
10 sq. (cp. 3. 17· 1287 b 37 sqq.), that the question of the 
naturalness of Kingship had given rise to discussion. 
Isocrates, for instance, had spoken of it in one passage 
(Philip. § 107) as an institution uncongenial to Greeks, but 
indispensable to barbarians. 

Aristotle evidently feels that this question cannot be 
discussed till the various forms of Kingship have been dis
tinguished, and those which do not really come into con
sideration eliminated. He accordingly distinguishes five 
forms of Kingship, the extreme form at one end of the 
scale being the Laconian (~ AaKwviK1/)-a mere Generalship 
for life-and that at the other being the form in which one 
man is' supreme over everything, just as a nation (Mvos) 
or City-State is supreme over all public affairs-a form 
which agrees in type with household rule1, for as household 
rule is a sort of Kingship over a household, so this type of 
Kingship is household rule over a City-State or over one or 
more nations.' We observe that the Absolute Kingship 
(naµf3aa-iA.da) is evidently conceived by Aristotle as ap
plicable not only to a City-State but also to an ~8vo'> or a 
collection of ~8vTJ. Of these two forms he dismisses the 
first-named as being rather an institution which may exist in 

1 3. 14. 1285 b 31, TETayµ.£11,., KaTa 
-r_~v olK0110µ.1K~11: cp. Eth. Nie. 5. 
5. 1130 b 18, ~ JJ.Ell oilv KaTa Ti/II 
OAJ'/11 apET~ll TfTaYfJ-Ell'f/ a1Ka!OCTVll'f/ Kal 

da11cfo: Pol. 7 (5). 10. 13rnb 32, 
~ {3aCTIAEia TEraKTal KaTa Tryll clp1u
TOKpaTla11 : and other references 
given in Bon. Ind. 748 b 18 sqq. 
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connexion with a variety of constitutions, than a distinct 
form of constitution. The other form, accordingly, remains 
for consideration. 

Question of As to this, the first question to be considered is, he says, 
the expfedi- whether it is more advantageous to be ruled by the best ency o 
Kingship man or the best laws. This question had been already 
di~~ut~:d discussed by Plato in the Politicus (294A-296A) and 
rule of the in the Laws (874 E-875D) 1• In the former passage 
best man 1 h h' d . ' h 1 . 1 . . or the rule P ato t us states ts octnne :- t e eg1s attve art is 

l
of thehbest certainly in some sense an element in the art of kingly rule 
aws t e 

more ex- [and legislation is therefore a function of the king], but the 
pedient? best thing is that supreme authority should rest, not with 

the laws, but with the man who having wisdom is capable 
of kingly rule' ( 294 A). No art (he urges) can lay down 
anything 'simple and universal' ( a1TA.ovv) as to things so 
shifting as men and their doings, at all events if it is to 
ordain what is best; yet this is what law tries to do, 'like a 
stupid and wilful man, resolved not to allow anything to be 
done contrary to his appointment or any question to be 
asked, even if some fresh thing different from what he 
commanded should happen to be better for some indi
vidual2.' Then why (Plato asks) make laws at all? For 
just the same reason for which gymnastic trainers draw 
up a general rule for the exercises of those whom they 
are trammg. They do this, because they cannot possibly 
be at everybody's elbow at every moment, ready to indi
cate the best thing to do. Imagine, for instance, a trainer 
going abroad and expecting to be a long time away-he 
will leave behind him written instructions for his pupils; 
but if he should happen to come back sooner than he 

1 This is pointed out by Mr. 
Jackson in his note on Eth. Nie. 5. 
6. § 5. The comparative merits of 
the rule of law and the rule of an 
autocrat are discussed in a well
known passage of the Supplices of 
Euripides (389 sqq.) with an ob
vious intention to give the victory 
to Theseus, the representative of 
the former. Compare also Eurip. 
fr. 600 (Nauck), 

Tporros ECTTl XP!JCTTos dCTcpaX£<T-
npos v&µov 

with 3. 16. 1287 b 6, /JiCTTe Twv KaTa 
ypaµµam [11oµw11] tJ.118pwrros apxwv 
aCTcpaX£CTupos, dXX' ov TWJI KaTa TO 
Wos. 

2 See Prof. Campbell, Sophistes 
and Politicus of Plato, p. 137-8, 
whose renderings I have mainly 
followed here. 
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intended, would he feel bound to follow those written 
instructions in his management of them, supposing some 
change were desirable? Undoubtedly not. The moral 
is that law is only a make-shift, that the best thing is the 
unceasing guidance and supervision of a true King, and 
that if law exists, it is essential that the King should be 
free to depart from it, wherever he can do so with ad
vantage. 

In the Laws (874 E sqq.) the same view is implied, but 
Plato is here more conscious how impossible it is for any 
mortal man to see that it is to his own interest, no less 
than to that of others, to study the common advantage 
rather than his own private advantage, or if he did so, to 
abide by this principle and to act on it throughout his 
life. Of genuine Reason, designed by nature to be free, 
there is not a particle anywhere, or, at least, not much 
(875 D); hence it is that we have to call on law to rule, 
though it looks only to that which is for the most part 
and cannot discern that which holds universally. Mankind 
must have laws and live in accordance with them-other
wise they will be no better than the most savage beasts 
(874 E)-but Law is only the second-best thing. 

Aristotle evidently has the teaching of the Politicus in 
view in the aporetic analysis which he brings to bear on the 
question (1286 a 9 sqq.). Those who are for Kingship, he 
says, will object to law that it gives merely a general rule, 
and does not adjust its directions to the circumstances of 
the particular case. To exercise any art by written rule is 
foolish: even in Egypt, where the physicians are expected to 
treat their patients by stereotyped written rules, they are 
allowed to change the treatment after four days, if desirable. 
But then, if it is made an objection to law that it embodies 
a general principle, we must remember that the ruler also 
must possess the general principle, so that he is open to 
the same objection; indeed, in him it is exposed to the 
disturbing influence of emotion and passion, from which no 
human breast is free; it will consequently be less pure 
and less potent. It may, however, be rejoined that in 
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compensation for this the individual ruler will be able to 
deal better with the particular case than law could do. 

Provisi~nal These considerations evidently point to the advisability 
conclus10n . . 
arrived at of adopting some arrangement, by which the One Best Man 
inLfavour of will promulgate laws which will be supreme except where 
a aw-
giver-King, they deviate from what is right 1• But then comes the 
~~~.~~~es question, is it better that these cases with which the law 
reserves to fails to deal aright should be dealt with by a single indi-
himself the • l · h h 1 
power to v1dua of surpassing excellence, and not by t e w o e body 
break of citizens or by a less numerous body of men of full virtue 
them, 
where they ( CT'7Tovoa'ioi) ? The subject is discussed with a leaning to a 
1r~v:~~e conclusion in favour of these <T11ovoa'ioi. The reason why 
right. Kingship prevailed in early times was perhaps merely this, 

that in those days only a very few possessed virtue; when 
more came to do so, Aristocracy took its place 2• Besides, 
there is a special difficulty connected with the probability 
of the King, who is assumed to possess supreme power, 
passing his Kingship on to an unworthy child. There is also 
the difficulty that the King, being, not a body of men, but 
a solitary individual, and therefore needing to be supplied 
with the means of enforcing his will, must of necessity be 
supplied with a guard. This, however, may be got over. 

But the But Aristotle now awakes to the consciousness, or makes 
~i!>!;~t believe to do so, that in all this discussion of the rule of a 
~ristotle Lawgiver-King he has been treating of a Kingship gov-
rntended to d b L (3 , , ' r h h b investigate erne y aw-a a<TLAELa Kara voµ.ov-1or e as een 
i~~ tl~ho criticising a Kingship in which law is supreme, at all events 
is su~reme till it deviates from right (I 286 a 23). The subject to 
~~i~ge:~i;t be considered, however, is in reality the King who 'is 
may net as supreme over everything and may act as he pleases' (c. 16. 
~~t~:as:~o I 28 7 a I), not he who is in part checked by law. What is 
is in part to be said of his claims ? 
checked by 

1 Compare the provisional con
clusion as to the relation of law to 
the ruler thrown out in c. l 1. 
1282 b l sqq. 

2 The theory of the succession 
.of constitutions put forward here 
occurs in an entirely aporetic 
passage and does not necessarily 

represent Aristotle's definitive view 
on the subject. In 6 (4). 13. 
1297 b 16sqq. the changes in 
constitutions are connected less 
with changes in the distribution of 
virtue than with changes in the 
art of war. 
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To this subject Aristotle addresses himself afresh, and law. Is a 

th 1 . . h l f h O B M b . Kingofthis e po em1c agamst t e ru e o t e ne est an egms type an ex-

again with increased intensity, and in such a way as to p~die!1t in-
. . . st1tut1on? 

disturb some arguments m favour of a ruler of this type, 
which had passed without objection in the previous discus-
sion. Among men who are like each other it is contrary to 
nature and unjust to make one man supreme over every-
thing ; the proper arrangement in such a case is inter-
change of rule, which involves the existence of law. Then, 
again, no human being would be able to take cognisance of 
the details which the law is unable to regulate; hence the 
objection commonly made to the rule of the law applies 
also to the rule of the One Best Man : the law, however, 
does all that can be done to meet this difficulty, for it 
purposely trains the rulers to deal fairly and justly with 
these matters 1

• The law has this merit, that it not only 
regulates but educates-educates men to supply its own 
inevitable defects 2• Besides, it permits and makes pos-
sible its own amendment. The rule of law is the rule 
of God and reason 3 : the rule of a man involves a part-
rule of the brute which is present in every man, inasmuch 
as desire and anger are present in him. The parallel of 
the arts (which had been accepted before) does not hold. 
The master of an art-a physician, for instance-is seldom 
drawn by passion or partiality in a direction contrary to 
that which reason dictates, whereas the ruler has to deal 
with matters in which he may have a personal interest, 

1 In 1287 a 25, aAX' f7Tfr718H 
1Tat8evCTaS' 0 vop.os- lcpiuTT)CTt Ta Aoma 
TY 8t1<aWTclTrJ yvwµn KpLVHV Kat 
8wuceiv TOVS' apxovras-, the terms 
of the Athenian juror's oath (7r•pt 
µev 6Jv voµoi elCT{, VnJcptEiCT8at KUTa 
rovs- v6µovs-, 7repl ()( 6'v µ~ elul, 
yvwµn rn 8tKUWTclTT/, Poll. 8. 122, 
quoted by C. F. Hermann, Gr. 
Antiqq. I. § 134· ro) are evidently 
present to Aristotle's recollection. 

' 'AXA.a µryv (I 287 a 23 : cp. 
1287 a 41, b 8) appears to intro
duce a fresh objection made by 
the advocate of law to the rule of 

VOL. I. T 

a human being (/1v8p(J.lrros-), even 
if he be the best of men (cp. <1v-
8pwrrov, 30). Some high authorities, 
however, and Bernays among 
them, take it as introducing an 
objection to the rule of Jaw made 
by the advocate of the rule of an 
aptCTTOS' avryp, tO the effect that 
magistrates are of no use in sup
plying the deficiencies of law. 
The point is doubtful. 

3 Aristotle probably has in his 
mind Plato's language, Laws 
713 E-714 A. 
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and about which he is not dispassionate; to him, there
fore, the law may be useful as a standard representing 
the mean, by which he can shape his course. The argu
ment against curing men by written rule and governing by 
written rule also applies only to one sort of law-written 
law; unwritten law, which is the more authoritative sort, 
remains untouched by it. Then, again, the One Man can
not supervise everything; he must therefore employ others; 
and if he does so, why should not supreme authority be 
given to the whole number at once? Besides, ' several 
heads are better than one,' especially after they have had 
the training of intellect and character which only law can 
give. Lastly, a king must govern with the help of friends 1, 
but friends are like and equal to each other; supreme 
authority should therefore be given to the whole body. 

Throughout this prolonged series of arguments against 
the rule of the One Best Man, Aristotle has remained quietly 
in the background. He has perhaps been not unwilling to 
have the considerations fully stated, which from a popular 
point of view (for this is naturally the prevailing point of view 
in an aporetic discussion) make against the absolute rule of 
the best man, unchecked by law-partly because the argu
ments of the Politicus needed to be met, though abandoned, 
or apparently abandoned, by Plato in the Laws, partly 
because he holds, unlike Plato, that one form of the best 

The A?so- State is a State governed by law; but now he steps in 
lute Kmg- d l h d" . b . l 11 h ship is in an c oses t e iscuss10n y saymg t 1at a t ese arguments 
p~aceui:ider against the substitution of the rule of the One Best Man 
given cir-
cumstances for that of law only hold good in certain cases; they do not 
th!· ~.i~g's hold good where he is a man of transcendent excellence, 
virtue is so and one whose excellence outweighs that of all the other 
transcend- . h S . 
ent as to persons lll t e tate put together. ' It lS clear from what 
exceed.the has been said,' he remarks (3· lJ. i287 b 41 sqq.) 'that 
collective ' ' 
virtue of among those at any rate who are alike and equal, it is 
all the rest. 

1 As to the ¢i">..ot or fra'ipoi of 
the Macedonian Kings-an im
portant and recognized body of 
men-see P. Spitta, De Ami
corum qui vocantur in Mace-

donum regno condicione, who 
refers among other passages to 
the following in Diodorus-16. 
54· 4: 17. 2. 5: 17. 16. I: 17. 52. 
7: 17. 54· 3: 17. 57· I: 17. II2. 3· 
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neither expedient nor just that a single individual should be 
supreme over all, whether laws do not exist and he him
self is supreme, as being a law, or whether they do' (the 
hypothesis dealt with in 1286 a 21-b 40), 'and whether he 
is a good man ruling over good men, or a man not good 
ruling over not good men-aye, and even if he is superior 
to his subjects in virtue' ( cp. Xen. Cyrop. 8. I. 37), 'unless 
indeed he is superior in a certain degree' (i.e. to such an 
extent, that 'his virtue exceeds the virtue of all the rest put 
together,' 1288 a I 7 ). 

Aristotle's first object in this long inquiry is to show that In one case, 

h 1 . . h h l . d f h then (that t e norma constJtut10n, t oug a ways JUSt an or t e of the 

common advantage, is not in all cases the same, but varies Absolute 

d . h d' 'b . . h . . f h Kingship) accor mg to t e tstn ut1on 111 t e given soctety o t e the conclu-

elements which contribute to the being of the State, and sito~arhrived 
a mt e 

especially of virtue. We learn from it that the principle earlier part 
· · 11 1 "d d · ( 8 b ) h of the book prov1s10na y at own 111 c. l l 12 2 I -t at supreme that nor-

authority in the State should be given to ' laws normally m:i-lly con-
. d, . h d l d' d h st1tuted constitute , or, 111 ot er wor s, to aws a Juste to t e laws are 

normal constitutions-is subject to one important ex- the true 
supreme 

ception; it only holds good when the State consists of men authority, 

alike and equal or of those who are approximately alike ~~f~ ~~~d. 
and equal. It does not hold in cases where its observance 
would work injustice, and would be hostile to the general 
good, and indeed impossible and ridiculous. If a man 
of transcendent excellence 1 should appear in a State, one 

1 In 3. 13. 1284 a 6 the trans- endowments is added to the pic
cendent superiority referred to is ture-a characteristically Greek 
said to be in virtue and TroAmK? thought inherited from Plato 
av11ap.tS' (cp. 4 (7). 3· 1325 b 10-14); (Polit. 301 D-E)-for otherwise 
but in 6 (4). 2. 1289 a 32 Kingship men's doubts of the transcendent 
an~ the true 1ri.sto~racy are s,aid qualities of the One Man might 
{3ovAEU8at Kar apETTJll uv11Eura11at not be silenced and overpowered 
KEXDPTJYTJ/J-EllTJll, and in Eth. Nie. 8. (cp. Pol. I. 5. 1254 b 34 sqq.). It 
12. u6o b 3 we find a superiority was the custom of the Ethiopian 
not only in virtue but ' in all race, which the Greeks loved to 
goods' ascribed to the king ( oli yap imagine as especially noble (Mas
£un {3autAfVS' 0 µ? avraplCTJS' Kat pero, Hist. ancienne des peuples 
Traut rois- dya8ois V7rEp€xoo11). In de !'Orient, p. 535, ed. 2) to make 
Pol. 4 (7). 14. 1332 b 18 a trans- the biggest and strongest man 
cendent superiority in bodily among them king (Hdt. 3. 2ot 

T2 
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whose excellence outweighs that of all the rest put to
gether, then the only thing that is right or ·expedient or 
possible is that his will should be gladly obeyed and that all 
other law should disappear. He must be the living law of 
the State ; he must be what a father is in a household or 
Zeus in the universe. For the moment the State becomes 
all that the most ardent of hero-worshippers could wish it to 
be, only that Aristotle requires his Absolute King to possess, 
not merely transcendent capacity, but transcendent moral 
excellence. He does not seem to hold, with Plato in the 
Laws, that no mortal nature is fit to be invested with these 
immense powers ; nor does he concede them to a man 
possessed of true knowledge and virtue, irrespectively of the 
extent of his superiority to his fellows : the Absolute King 
must not only be a man of transcendent virtue, but there 
must be an immense disparity between his virtue and that 
of his subjects. Plato had not dwelt with equal emphasis 
in the Politicus on the extent of this necessary disparity, 
though he undoubtedly implies that it will be great. 

Aristotle's It is evident from the Fourth Book 1 that if Aristotle 
object in k · h f 1 making ma es an exception to t e supremacy o aw in favour 
this reser- of the Absolute King, it is rather because his account of 
vation in 
favour of the State would otherwise be incomplete and open to 
the Abso- objection, than because the appearance on the scene of 
lute King-
ship is to such a being is at all probable. To have said that the 
f~:vcfa~ms supreme authority in every community must always be 
of Law 'laws normally constituted' would have exposed him to a 
~~~~~~~se fatal rejoinder from the followers of Antisthenes 2

• 'What,' 
of justice they would have asked, ' do you really mean to claim obedi-
and reason. , 

ence to law from a Heracles? A scene or two from the 
Bacchae of Euripides would have been at once quoted, in 

\ .,., ,.. , ,.. , I I 

TOV av TC.JV aUT6lV Kptv6l(]"L /UYLUTOV 
u Etvat Kal Kara TO /l-iya8o> lxnv rryv 
luxvv, TOUTOV a~wi!ut {3a1TLAEVELV). 

1 C. 14· 1332 b 23, E1Td l!i roi!r' 
ov pgl!tov Xa(:JEZv, ovl!' fonv &u1TE p EV 
'lvl!oZ1> cf>rwl ~Kull.a~ Eivm rov> {3aut
Xia> rouoi!rov lhacp<povra1> rruv 
apxoµiv6lv: cp. 7 (5). IO. 1313 a 
3 sqq., where Aristotle in noticing 

the circumstance that no new 
kingships arose in his own day 
accounts for it by remarking that 
men were rarely then forthcoming 
who towered above their fellows 
sufficiently to deserve an 'office' 
so great and exalted. 

2 Cp. 3. 13. 1284a 15 sqq. 
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which the fruitless attempt of the misguided King Pentheus 
to control and imprison the god Dionysus, and the fate 
which his folly brought upon him, are described in glorious 
verse. 

But the object of Aristotle, or at all events the effect of His <loc-

h . h. h" b. l 1 1 trine of the is teac mg on t is su Ject, was not penaps so e y to Absolute 

prevent the infringement of the claims of a hypothetical Kingship, 

7raµf3acriA.evs or Absolute King. The rights of the natural~~:~:~· 
7raµf3acnA.evs were to be respected, but no one was a natural pli_es tha~ 

I It IS not m 
7raµf3acriA.evs who did not possess transcendent virtue and place in the 

an immense superiority to everyone else belonging to the atbsence dof 
ranscen -

State. Only a man of this type could claim to be above law. ent virtue. 

The age of Aristotle was one which needed this lesson. ~ea;~~~Z, of 

Kingship had grown in credit during the fourth century ~his teach

before Christ, in proportion as the defects of the free con- mg. 

stitutions of Greece had become more apparent. Both 
Xenophon and Isocrates had sketched an ideal King as 
well as an ideal constitution 1• Xenophon describes with 
enthusiasm the born King whom men instinctively and 
willingly follow, as bees follow the queen-bee-who rules to 
make his subjects as virtuous as possible, and makes them 
so partly by example, partly by rewarding virtue and 
stimulating emulation, partly by close personal super
intendence, like a ' seeing Law 2 

'; and we derive the im-
pression from his writings, that though he had learnt from 
the Lacedaemonian State how much Law could do, espe-
cially in maintaining and enforcing a public system of 
education, not ending with youth but carried on to maturer 
years, he is, nevertheless, still more interested in the personal 
agencies which make for virtue, as indeed a disciple of 
Socrates might naturally be. Xenophon seems, in fact,· 

1 'Isocrates, like Xenophon, 
depicted not only a perfect con
stitution, but also a perfect Prince, 
and described the qualities of a 
true ruler and king in his address 
to Nicocles and in his Evagoras, 
partly in a hortatory form, partly 
in the form of an encomium' 
(Henkel, Studien, p. 155). 

2 See the references in Henkel, 
Studien, p. 142 sqq., and cp. 
Cyrop. 8. I. 22, aluticivw·8ni p.€v 
yap laoKH Kat a1a TOVS ypa<f>o
p.ivovs v6p.ovs (3E°Ariovs -ytyvop.ivovs 
dvBpwrrovs· TOIJ a• dyaBov /lpx_ovTa 
{3Xirrovrn vop.ov dv8pwrro1s lvoµtuEv, 
.., ' , ( ' ' \ f ,.. OTL Kai TaTTELIJ U<aVOS EUTL Kat opav 
rov araKrouvra Kai KoAa(nv. 
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to be divided between the respect for law which he in
herited from Socrates and his enthusiasm for born rulers 
of men. 

Isocrates, again, though he recognizes the educating 
influence of law 1, and allows it to be the source of the 
greatest benefits to human life 2, yet holds that there are 
other things better-Rhetoric, for example, which does not, 
like law, concern itself only with the internal condition of 
a State, but teaches men how to deal with problems affect
ing Greece as a whole 3 • In this spirit he tells Philip of 
Macedon 4, that while other descendants of Heracles, men 
fast bound in the fetters of a constitution and of laws-he 
probably refers to the Lacedaemonian kings-will love 
only the city to which they belong, Philip should count 
the whole of Hellas as his country, and work for its 
advantage no less than for that of Macedon. 

The Macedonian kingship under Philip, and still more 
under Alexander, was tending to outgrow its old con
stitutional limits 5, and to pass into a form in which the 
king possessed almost divine prerogatives. A saying is 
ascribed to Philip by Stobaeus 6, which shows how high 
a view he took of the rights of the throne. 'The king,' 
he said, 'ought to remember that he is at once a man 
and the depositary of power godlike in extent, in order 
that he may aim at all things noble and divine, and 
yet speak with the voice of a human being.' So again, 
Anaxarchus, the follower of Democritus, in the famous 
words which he addressed to Alexander after the murder 
of Cleitus, told him that the Great King could no more do 
wrong than Zeus himself 7-we know not whether before 
or after the composition of the Politics. Aristotle felt quite 
differently. He had perhaps already, in his dialogue 
entitled 'At..~tavopos ~ v1i'fp a'TiOLKwv (or a7ToLKLwv ), advised 
Alexander to exercise despotic sway only over the 'bar-

1 Ad Nicocl. §§ 2-3. 
2 De Antid. § 79. 
3 De Antid. ~ 79: cp. §§ 271-

280. 
4 Philip. § 127. 

5 See 0. Abel, Makedonien var 
Konig Philipp, p. 123 sqq. 

° Flori!. 48. 21. 
7 Arrian, Exped. Alex. 4. 9. 7. 
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barians,' and to deal with the Greeks as freemen deserving 
to be led ( ~YEJWVLKws) 1, and his advice was echoed in 
Alexander's presence by his imprudent relative and disciple 
Callisthenes 2• His effort to inculcate moderation of rule 
in relation to Greeks on the omnipotent Macedonian 
Monarchy is quite in harmony with the general tendency 
of his political teaching 3 , and was a real service to man
kind. It was a time when the intoxication of empire and 
power, which seems to have mastered men's minds in 
antiquity more often than in modern days, and always 
with fatal results, was especially strong, and needed to be 
firmly checked 4• 

The thought which underlay both the conception of the Natural

Single Ruler in the Politicus and Aristotle's conception of rJ:! ~~:~e 
the naµf3acriA.Evs was a natural one. It was this-was not the men should 

f h . h . h" h d be ruled true type o uman society t at m w 1c men surren er by beings 

themselves to the guidance of some being or beings of higher than 
. "" W d , Pl (L D) themselves. superior racer ' e o not, says ato aws, 713 , 

' set oxen to rule over oxen, or goats over goats; a 
superior race rules them, that of men ' ; and so in the 
golden age of the reign of Cronus, demigods (oaCµovEs) were 
set by him to rule over man, ' and they with great ease and 
pleasure to themselves, and no less to us, taking care of us 

1 Fragm. Aristot. 8r. 1489 b 
27 sqq. 

2 Arrian, Exped. Alex. 4. Ir. 8. 
The whole of this eleventh chapter 
shows how little Callisthenes (and 
Aristotle also in all probability) 
was prepared to concede divine 
honours to Alexander ; and in 
Aristotle's conception the 7rap.{3acn
AEus is little less than a god (3. 13. 
1284a 10). Theophrastus spoke of 
Callisthenes as having' fallen in the 
way of a man of colossal power and 
good fortune, but one who knew 
not how to use prosperity aright' 
(Cic. Tusc. Disp. 3. 10. 21). There 
is no sign that Aristotle was at all 
more prepared than Theophrastus 

to find a 7rap.{3autAEvs in Alexander. 
3 Cp. Pol. 4 (7). 2. 1325 a II, 

Kal TOUTO Trys vop.08Ert1<.rys €urlv Ukiv, 
£av nvu v7rapxwui yELrviwvru, 7rota 

' , ' , "" - ,.. 7rpos 'Tl"OLOVS aUl<TJTEOV T/ 'Tl"WS TOtS 

Ka8~1<.ovui 7rp6s EKUUTovs xpriuriov. 
4 Demetrius of Phalerum is 

said, not on very good authority 
however, to have advised Ptolemy 
King of Egypt to purchase and 
read the books written ' on the 
subject of Kingship and Govern
ment' (7rEpt {3auiA-•ias Kat ryy•µovias): 
a yap oi cpi'Aot TOLS {3autAEUULV OU 
8appouui 7rapatvEtv, rnilra iv rols 
{3i{3'Aiois yiypa7rrnt (Plutarch (?), 
Reg. et Imperat. Apophthegmata 
-Demetr. Phaler., p. 189 DJ. 
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and g1vmg us peace and reverence and order and justice 
never failing 1,' secured a life of concord and happiness to 
the tribes of men. 'This tradition,' he continues, 'tells 
us, and tells us truly, that for cities of which some mortal 
and not God is the ruler, there is no escape from evils and 
toils' (Laws, 713 E). 

How natural this thought is, appears from its perhaps 
unconscious repetition in modern literature. 'Here,' says a 
reviewer, speaking of a work by Sir H. Holland 2, 'we find 
the remark that whereas some of the lower animals are 
tamed and educated by man, man himself has no higher 
animal to educate him. " He alone is submitted to no 
superior being on the earth capable of thus controlling or 
perfecting his natural instincts, of cultivating his reason, or 
of creating new capacities or modes of action." This is 
strictly true ; yet in all organized communities the indivi
dual man is submitted to a superior control-namely, that 
of society and of social, as distinct from individual, ends of 
action; and the education of man in his individual character 
by man in his corporate or political character is really a 
far greater and more wonderful thing than the development 
of the half-human intelligence, wonderful as that is, of a 
well-bred and well-trained dog 3.' It is to this education 
by society that Plato points, when he goes on, in the same 
passage, to say that man must imitate the life which is said 
to have existed in the days of Cronus, and hearken to what 
we have of immortality \vithin us, to the voice of Reason 
expressed in law (Laws, 714 A), seeing that the demigod 
rulers of Cronus are no longer forthcoming. 

Aristotle, however, declines to say that the appearance 
on the scene of a ruler of this kind, or even of a family 
of such rulers, is impossible. Nay more, he holds that 

1 Prof. J owett's translation, 4. 
234. 

2 'Fragmentary Papers on 
Science and other subjects,' by 
Sir H. Holland, Bart. (Longmans, 
1875), reviewed in the Saturday 
Rem·cw for March 20, 1875. The 
book itself is not known to me. 

3 Compare the saying 'homo 
ho mini deus.' It should be 
noticed, however, that one race of 
men educates another, and that 
mankind owes at least as much 
to this source of civilization as to 
the action of a society on its mem
bers. 
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if this event happened, the ' truest and most divine' form 
of the State would be realized 1• But he also holds that 
its occurrence is in the highest degree improbable, and 
thus the best State which we find depicted in the Fourth 
Book is a State consisting of equal citizens. Occa
sionally, indeed, he speaks as if the State of free and 
equal citizens, whose relations are regulated not by the 
will of men but by law, were the true form of the 
State 2 ; and in all probability his mind was under the 
influence of two conflicting views, that which he inherited 
from the Politicus and the Republic of Plato, and that 
which was more especially his own-the view that there is 
nothing in the supremacy of law which should make it 
out of place even in the best constitution. 

It is questionable whether Aristotle is right in holding Aristotle's 

that there is but one form of real Kingship-the Absolute ~~:w.i~::_ 
Kingship-and that Kingship governed by law is not, as lute King-

pl h d d · · h p 1· · r f ship is the ato a ma e 1t m t e o 1ticus, a separate 1orm o only real 

constitution, but merely a great magistracy, such as might fo~m o~ 
fi d I . . f . . ( 6 8 Kmgsh1p 

n a p ace m a variety o constitut10ns 3. I . I '.4 7 a criticised. 

3 sqq.). 
Some non-hereditary forms of Kingship according to law 

noticed by him-among them, that of the aesymnete 3-

may have in some degree resembled great offices like that 
to which Aristotle refers, when he speaks of a single 
individual being often made •supreme over the adminis
tration' ( Kvpws r~s owiK~<J"Ews, I z87 a 6), and may perhaps 

1 Cp. 6 (4). 2. 1289 a 40, Try<> 
'1TPWT1J> Kat 8ewTaT1J>. The same 
view is expressed in 2. 2. 1261 a 
29 sqq., where the State of free and 
equal citizens, interchanging rule, 
is said to reproduce approximately 
in its temporary distinction of 
rulers and ruled the deeper and 
permanent distinction of nature 
which prevails where, as is better, 
the same men constantly rule : 
cp. 4 (7). 14. 1332 b 2r. Perhaps 
the epithet 8EwTaT1J conveys a 
delicate hint that the rraµ('3acnA.Ela 

is hardly an institution for men: cp. 
Eth. Nie. 7. I. 1145 a 19, Tryll vrrip 
T,µas apETT,11, T,pwtKT,11 TLVa Kat BEiav. 

2 Cp. 6 (4). rr. 1295 b 25, Bou
}..€Tat oi ye ;, 7rOAL> e~ tO'WI! elvm Kat 
oµ.oiwv OTt µaALO'TU : 6 (4). 4. I 292 a 
3~, H01f0l) yap ,P-'i Jl0!'0L UPXOVO'W, 
OUK EO'Tt 7rOALTELa : 2. IO. I 272 b 5, 
ravTa CJry rravm {3iATLOV yivEa-8at 
KaTa 110µ.011;, KaT' dv8pwrrw11 BovA1Ja-Lv· 
ov yap da-cpat..Yi> o Ka11w11. 

3 3. 14. 1285 b 25 : cp. 7 (5). 
10. 1313 a ro, €11 (Ji Tat<> KaTa yivos: 
/3aa-tA.elai>. 
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have been not absolutely incompatible with democracy, in 
some at least of its forms, though it is hard to imagine 
their co-existence. But this cannot have been true of 
hereditary Kingships. Aristotle himself does not distinctly 
assert the contrary, but his attempt to confine the inquiry 
to two representative forms only, the Lacedaemonian and 
the Absolute Kingship (c. 15. 1285 b 33 sq.), evidently 
misleads him 1• 

A King, and especially a hereditary King, even if he rules 
according to law, is a very different being from a magis
trate with a wide competence. Our modern terminology, 
which counts as a Monarchy any government in which a 
King exists, however limited his powers, would seem to 
be more correct. The mere fact that a King finds a place 
in a constitution is sufficient to give it a special colour and 
to make it quite different from what it would otherwise 
have been. In the Lacedaemonian constitution, indeed, 
the powers of the King were so limited that it was perhaps 
rightly classed, not as a Kingship, but as an Aristocracy; 
and the so .. called Kings at Carthage were hardly Kings in 
any real sense. But Kingship in accordance with law, in 
many of the forms in which it existed in Aristotle's day, 
fully deserved to be accounted a distinct form of Kingship 
and to find a place among varieties of constitution. 

Aristotle's real feeling about Kingship apparently is, that 
in the absence of an immense disparity in excellence 
between the King and his subjects, it is not a just insti
tution, nor can the willing obedience, which is its characte
ristic, exist. Tovro µ'Ev ovv cu1:q8ws LO'WS A.'yOVO'lV, EL7l'Ep 
~ , t ,.., ' ..... ' {3 r. ' ' ,... ,,, ( V7Tapc;EL TOLS U7TOO'TEPOVO'L KaL La~oµEVOlS TO TWV OVTWV aipE-

r<lJrarov· aA.A.' fows ovx oi6v TE V7Tapxcw, aA.A.' V7TOTL8EVTaL 
~ ,/, ~~ • ' ' >I \ ' ' I(: ' ~ I .. TOVTO 'I' EVuOS ov yap ETL KU/\US ras 7rpac;EtS EVuEXETUL ElVaL 

,... ' ~ rh' .... ('f ' ' ' .,, ' f T<fl fJ.1] uLa'l'EpOVTl TOCTOVTOV OCTOV av71p yvvaLKOS 1/ 7TUT7JP TEK-

vwv ~ OE0'7T6r71s oovA.wv (4 (7). 3. 1325 a 41 sqq.: cp. 7 (5). 
10. 1313a 3-10). But if this immense disparity exists, 

1 In calling the Lacedaemonian 
Kingship a 'generalship for life ' 
( <rrµcm7yf.a di'.'ow~) and arguing 
(1287 a 4) that a 'generalship for 

life ' may exist in all forms of con
stitution, he seems to forget the 
hereditariness of the Lacedae
monian Kingship. 
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then law cannot exist. Aristotle, in fact, approaches 
the question of the structure of the State from the point 
of view of justice. Power must be proportioned to con
tribution. 

'Kingship,' says Henkel 1, •was in the whole Political 
Theory of antiquity only a form of Aristocracy, resting on 
no separate and independent basis of its own.' Erdmann 
expresses the modern view of the subject, when he says 2 : 

'When men expect talent in a King, they forget that a 
King is not a high official: a high official, no doubt, cannot 
discharge his functions without the particular kind of 
talent required for their discharge. The things which a 
King chiefly needs to possess are love for his people, and 
the conscientiousness which will beget in him doubts of 
his own omniscience, and lead him to choose virtuous and 
capable ministers. When, as in the instance of Frederick 
the Second, these two characteristics are combined with a 
great mental superiority-a thing which occurs only once 
in a century- the highest standard is unquestionably 
attained.' Expediency, interpreted by experience, is a 
better guide in questions of constitutional organization 
than justice, as Aristotle understands it. Not a few Kings 
have received enthusiastic support from their subjects, and 
have made their rule a blessing to mankind, though they 
could claim no such transcendent superiority to those over 
whom they ruled as that which Aristotle requires in a 
King. 

When we put together the various data as to the nature Retrospec

of the State with which the Third Book furnishes us, we ~:~~Tthe 
shall find them somewhat contradictory. The State is conclu-

. f · · h · · . . , sions of the 'a commumty o citizens s armg ma common const1tut10n Third 

(Kowwv{a 1roA.irwv r.oA.iu{as, 3. 3. I 276 b I): it is also 'a Bhook as to 
t e nature 

certain number of citizens' ( noA.irwv n r.A.~Bos, 3. r. I 27 4 b of the 

41): is then the Kowwvta identical with the Koivwvot? Then State. 
again, its identity is especially to be sought in the consti-
tution (3· 3. 1276 b 10): this seems to imply that the State 

1 Studien, p. 57. 2 Vorlesungen iiber den Staat, p. 167. 
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is rather to be sought in the 1rvv8Hns than in the citizens, 
the crvv8Era; so that if the constitution lasts for centuries, 
the life of the State will far outlast that of the body of 
citizens ( 7T/\.~8os 7To/\.m;Jv) with which it is occasionally 
identified 1, and if it lasts only a few months, the reverse 
will be the case. Elsewhere again (4 (7)· J. 1323 b 29-2. 
1324 a 13), the State is described as a moral agent capable 
of virtue and happiness. Must it not, then, be a Person, as 
well as an aggregate or a <TVv8Ecris of persons 2 ? 

Still further, as we have already seen, the State is occa
sionally described as including not only citizens, but also 
women, children, and slaves (e.g. I. i3. 1260 b 13 sqq.: 2. 9. 
1269 b l4sqq.: cp. 3. 4. 1277 a 5 sqq.); but here the term 
is used in a broader and more inclusive sense than else
where. Thus in the Fourth Book (c. 8. 1328 a 21 sqq.) 
only those are allowed to be ' parts of the State' who 
can live its full !if e and be Kowwvo(, and these are its 
citizens ; so that we come back to the view that the State 
is to be identified with its citizens, or rather with the 
KoivwvCa which they form, and does not include those who 
are not citizens, or (to use the words of the Fourth Book) 
that it is a KowwvCa of men like each other, existing for the 
sake of the best life to which they can attain (4 (7)· 8. 
1328 a 35). 

The State at its best is thus, in Aristotle's view, under 
ordinary conditions, a company or brotherhood of equal 
comrades, enjoying that 'leisure from the quest of neces
saries, ( axoA.~ TWV avayKa{wv) without which full virtue 
cannot exist, •able and purposed to rule and be ruled 
with a view to the life in accordance with virtue'; 
not necessarily equal absolutely, but proportionally 
equal - sufficiently equal to be commensurable, to live 

1 Unless indeed the word 7rf..ij8o~ 
contains the notion of perpetual 
renewal. 

i As to these unreconciled con
tradictions, a plentiful crop of 
which usually comes to light 
whenever we make a careful study 
of Aristotle's teaching on any 

subject, see Heyder's remarks 
(Vergleichung der Aristotelischen 
und Hegel'schen Dialektik, p. I 79 ), 
quoted by Eucken, Methode der 
Aristotelischen Forschung, p. 43 n. 
They arise in part from Aristotle's 
d~sire to do justice to all points of 
view. 
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for the same end, and to accept the control of a common 
body of law. At first sight the State, as Aristotle 
conceives it, presents the aspect of a body of friends, 
exceptionally numerous indeed, but tending as friends 
do, to be like and equal, and engaged in one and the 
same scheme of life-' one equal temper of heroic hearts.' 
Virtue, which is the secret of unity in friendship, is also the 
secret of unity in the State (Eth. Nie. 9. 6. 1167 b 2 sqq.). 
A body of friends, however, is not an unity in the same 
degree as a State ; it need not, like the State, be composed 
of diverse elements ; its members are not, like those of 
the State, divided into rulers and ruled, nor are their 
relations regulated by law; the essential characteristic 
of State-life is exchange of service, that of friendship com
mon life and accordant feeling ; the aim of friendship is 
especially ' living together' ( n) crv(~v ), an aim which, though 
presupposed in the State, is less its aim than 'advantage' 
( ro crvµ.<j>€pov) 1 ; above all, in the case of the State, a Whole 
is formed which reacts upon its members and imparts 
completeness to them, and which is itself a moral agent, 
a Person, dealing with those outside it as well as with 
those within. The State, we see, is something more than 
a body of friends. It is also to be distinguished from a 
school, if only because in a school there is no interchange 
of service. It is not a Church, again, for its aims are 
more varied than those of a Church ; it does not exist 
for the worship of God alone, or for the promotion of 
spiritual, as distinguished from intellectual, growth; its 
objects range from the provision of commodities to the full 
development of the whole man ; it has a military force at 
its disposal ; its ultimate aim is not, as Socrates, Xeno
phon, and Plato had said, the production of virtue, but 
rather the efflux of virtue in virtuous action, unimpeded 
and happy. So far from the State ceasing to be necessary, 
as the view of these inquirers might be construed to imply, 
when full virtue is already possessed by the citizens, it is not 

1 Eth. Nie. 9. 6. 1167 b 2: and 
compare Eth. Nie. 9. 12. with 

Pol. 3. 9. 1280 b 35-40. Cp. also 
Eth. Nie. 8. 11. 116oa 8-30. 
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at its best except when all of them are men of full virtue. 
If it is itself the source of their virtue, partly through the 
material conditions with which it surrounds them, partly 
through the training and guidance which it imparts, it must 
nevertheless go further and develope their virtue in action ; 
it must set on foot an exchange of mutual service rendered 
with a view to the common good ; it must offer its citizens 
a Whole in which they can merge themselves as parts, 
rising thus to a nobler level and type of action than they 
could singly realize; it must be to them a sort of God 1, 
less remote, more helpful, more akin to them than the God 
of Aristotle-a Being in whom they lose themselves only to 
find themselves again. 

Aristotle has not learnt that the State does not exist 
exclusively for the advantage of its members, but in part 
for that of the world outside it. To him it is a natural 
Whole, which in all normal cases grows up, as it were, round 
the individual, raising him to the full level of humanity and 
satisfying all his wants from the lowest to the highest ; it 
exists for the sake of those within it, not for the sake of 
those outside. Its task is especially to satisfy man's 
highest needs, and we expect him to say that supreme 
power in it must be allotted to those who can so rule as 
to secure this result. He is led, however, by considerations 
of justice to award supreme power to those who contribute 
to its life in proportion to their contributions, and espe
cially to those who possess 'virtue fully furnished with 
external means.' 

It is because the State is so high a thing, that there are 
many who, in their own interest no less than in that of the 
whole, had better have nothing to do \vith its manage
ment. They cannot live its full life, and are rather in it 
than of it. 

If Aristotle had said that the State exists not only for 

1 Aristotle, it is true, nowhere 
says this : still there is much in 
the Politics to suggest the idea 
to which Hobbes gave definite 
expression, when he spoke of 

the State as 'that "mortal god," 
to whom we owe under the 
"immortal God " our peace and 
defence ' (Leviathan, part z, c. 
17). 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



ITS ACCOUNT OF THE STATE. 

the realization of the highest quality of life, but also for the 
development in all within it of the best type of life of 
which they are capable, he would have made the elevation 
of the mass of men one of its ends. But this he hardly 
seems to do. It is true that the head of the household is 
charged with the moral improvement of the slave, but then 
we are elsewhere told that the slave is ruled for his own 
good only accidentally-primarily for that of his master. 
Still less is the State expected to concern itself with the 
moral interests of the artisan and day-labourer: this class 
.seems to be wholly uncared for. If Aristotle's view of the 
office of the State is defective in this respect, it has, how
ever, the merit, that it brings into prominence a truth 
which in our own day is often forgotten-that one of the 
aims of the State should be to aid in the realization of 
the highest type of life, and that this should be fully as 
much its aim as to help those who cannot attain to the 
highest type to advance as far towards it as they can. 
Civilization should grow in height as well as in breadth. 

It is evident that to Aristotle the State is far less than it 
is to us an abstraction apart from, and distinguishable from, 
the individuals who belong to it 1 ; it is not a system of 
institutions, which, however it may change, retains its 
identity, while one generation after another finds shelter 
under it and passes away; it is not the house, but the 
human beings who live in it 2• From the modern point of 

1 Compare Lucian, Anacharsis 
c. 20, 1TOAlll yap f,p.El~ OU TU olKolio
µf,µarn f,yovµE8a Et11a1, olov TELXTJ Kat 
iEpa Kat llE(J)<J"OLKOV~, dJ\J\a TaUTa p.ev 
CJrr7TEp rrwµa TL elipa'iov Kat aKLllYJTOll 
v?TapxE111 €~ v?Toliox1J11 Kat ducpaAEiav 
TWll rroAITEvop.€vwv, TO lie ?Tav Kupos 
iv To'i~ ?ToAiTai~ n8ip.E8a· TOVTovs 

\ 9- ' , '\ .... ' yap 'Elllal TOV~, ,alla1Tl\T}fOVllT~S Kai 
liwTaTTOllTa~ Kai ETfLTEAOVllTa~ EKaCTTU 
Kat <f>vJ\aTT011ra~, olov TL €11 f,µ'i11 
iK1UT'fl luTLv , ~ Vtvx~-, TOVT,o a~ 
TOLllVll KaTallOl)CTavn~ E1Ttp.EAovµE8a 
µ~v, OOr OpOs, Kal T~V uWµa,To

1

s- T?S' 
7TOAEWS KaTaKorrµ.ovvus avTo, w~ 

JCUAALCTTOll f,µ.'iv ErT/ ••• µaALCTTU lie 
Kat ;g a?TallTOS TOVTO 1Tpo11oouµE11, 

8rrws ol 7TOALTal dyaBol µev TUS 
,Yvxa~, luxvpol lie TU uwp.aTa yiy
llOLllTO K.T.A. 

2 The nineteenth Article of the 
Church of England defines 'the 
visible Church of Christ' as 'a 
congregation of faithful men, in the 
which the pure Word of God is 
preached and the Sacraments duly 
ministered.' With regard to all 
definitions of a State or a Church 
as a number of individuals, it may 
be asked whether the notion of a 
succession of individuals does not 
enter into our conception of a 
State or Church. ·would a mere 
aggregate of individuals, even 
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view it is rather a 'fabric,' and to a large extent an inherited 
fabric. Aristotle regards it as a Whole consisting of its 
citizens as parts, and if in one passage he finds its identity 
mainly in the constitution, he follows this thought no 
further. The view of Isocrates that the State is immortal 
he evidently does not hold. The notion of the historic 
continuity of the State belongs to a later time, though 
Aristotle is aware that the past of a State influences its 
present 1• The constitution of a State is to him less an 
outcome of its past than a reflection of contemporary facts 
-of the moral level and social composition of the com
munity. In reality it is both. 

Conflict of To one form, indeed, of the best State of Aristotle the 
the Abso-
lute King- foregoing account of the State does not apply. In the 
ship with Absolute Kingship, the highest but also the least realizable 
Aristotle's f . r f . l f d" 
general o its 1orms, many o its usua eatures seem to isappear. 
ahcco

5
unt of The State in this form seems to fall into two sections, the 

t e tate. 
Absolute King, and those he rules, one of which, the 
Absolute King, is not a part of the State at all (J. 13. 
1284a 8). Is he then outside the State, and is the State 
constituted by his subjects alone? Or is he rather to be 
regarded as himself the State? But then the State \Vill 
apparently cease to be a Kowwvta, for there will be only 
one Koivwvo~. And on that hypothesis, what becomes of 
the principle that the State consists of persons differing 
in kind? or of the principle that it is an aggregate of 
individuals? If, on the other hand, the State is composed 
of the Absolute King and his subjects 2, \\"hat is his or their 

though animated by a common 
aim, possessed of a common creed, 
and living the same kind of life, 
constitute a State or a Church, if 
some provision were not made 
for the perpetuation of the society 
by the admission of fresh mem
bers? 

1 Cp. Pol. 2. 12. 1274a 12 sqq., 
where the existence of an extreme 
democracy at Athens is traced to 
the circumstance that the rnari-

time empire of Athens was origin
ally won by the demos. 

" This would seem to be Aris
totle's view, if we examine the 
reasoning in 2. 2. 1261 a 29 sqq., 
where the State is said to be com
posed of persons differing in kind 
-i.e. rulers and ruled-both when 
the same persons always rule and 
when, in consequence of the 
equality of the members of the 
State, rule is interchanged. 
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relation to it, if he is not a part of the State? Aristotle's 
admission of the Absolute Kingship as a possible form of 
the State seems altogether to conflict with his general 
account of the State. We do not learn why, if he is 
'complete in himself' (Eth. Nie. 8. 12. IJ 60 b 3 sq.), the 
Absolute King should trouble himself to rule or to live in 
society at all. 

Strongly, however, as the Absolute Kingship contrasts 
with what we may call the typical form of the State, one 
paramount feature of the latter still survives in it. It is a 
means of placing the individual in constant contact and 
connexion with Reason, here indeed represented not by 
Law but by the Absolute King-a means of realizing the 
highest and most complete human life. Thus, however 
altered the structure of the State may be, its end remains 
the same ; and this would seem to be enough for Aristotle. 
The State may exist without Law 1, if only it secures to 
its members the highest quality of life. Plato had already 
allowed the ideal State sketched in his 'Republic' freely 
to assume the form either of a Kingship or of an Aristo
cracy 2, but then in neither form were the rulers to be 
fettered by Law. Aristotle finds room for the Absolute 
Kingship at some cost of consistency. He makes room for 
it, as he tells us (3. 13. 1284 b 32: 3. 17. i288 a 19 sqq.), 
because he has no choice: not only would no other course 
be just, but no other course is possible. 

Aristotle had said towards the close of the discussion on Under 

Kingship (3. 17. 1287 b 37), that there are those who are what cir-
cumstances 

marked out by nature and by considerations of justice are King-

and advantage to be ruled as a master rules his slaves, ~~~f.~~~is
and others marked out for subjection to a king, and others and Po!ity 
r b h' f l' d . h 'd f h' respect1veior mem ers 1p o a po 1ty; an even mt e mi st o 1s Jyinplace? 

1 The view that a constitution 
implies the rule of Law is perhaps 
only said to be EvXoyos, and not 
absolutely adopted, in 6 (4). 4. 
1292 a 30 sqq. The words are
EvXoyws ll€ av ll6gmv brmµav 0 
cf>acrKWV TTJV :roLr.fVTTJV EiVaL ll11µ0Kpa-

VOL. I. u 

rlav ov rroXtrElav· 8rrov yap µT] v6µo' 
&pxovcriv, ovK l!art rroXinla. 

2 Rep. 445 D, E7r01JOµacr8Ei17 ll' av 
Kal llixij· £yy£voµ!vov µiv yap dvllpos 
ivos Ev TOLS apxovcrt llta¢€povros, 
fjacrtAELa av KATJ8EiTJ' 7rAHOVCalV ll€ 
dptCTTOKparla. 
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anxiety to establish the necessity and justice of the Abso
lute Kingship under certain circumstances, he pauses to seize 
the opportunity of explaining (1288a 6 sqq.) under what 
circumstances each of the normal constitutions is in place. 

A people is a fit subject for Kingship, if it is so con
stituted as to produce (nl<f>vKe <J>lpew 1, 1288 a 8) a family 
excelling in virtue and in capacity for political leadership. 
This is shortly after amended to the effect that if even 
a single individual of this character makes his appearance, 
he is deserving of Kingship. 

A people is a fit subject for Aristocracy, if it is so con
stituted as to produce a body of individuals capable of 
being ruled as freemen should be ruled by men qualified 
for political leadership by virtue. It appears from c. 18. 
1288 a 35, that under this form both rulers and ruled will 
be ' men excelling in virtue,' the former having the virtue 
which qualifies for rule tending to the highest quality of 
life, the latter having the virtue which qualifies for being 
ruled to that end. 

A people is a fit subject for Polity, in which a body of 
individuals naturally springs up ( nl<f>vKEV Eyytvea-Bai 2

), pos
sessed of military excellence and capable of ruling and 
being ruled in accordance with a law distributing offices 
among the well-to-do in accordance with desert 3• 

The Third So far-that is to say, down to the end of its last 
Book has chapter but one-the Third Book has concerned itself 
mainly 
concerned mainly with the varieties of the ' normal constitution.' 
itself with 
the nor- The normal constitution, we gather from it, is in all cases 
ma~ conbsti- just and for the common advantage, and precisely because 
tut1ons, ut . . . 
we gain it is so, it is not m all cases the same. It varies as the 
from it social conditions vary; it awards supreme power accord-

1 For cf>€pEiv in this sense, cp. 
Plutarch, Dion c. 58, dXA' fomv 
d>.118w> >.€yE<r8ai To TY,v 71"DALv hflv11v 
(Athens) cp(pELV avlJpa> apETll TE 
,-oV" ciya8oUs- cl.plarovs- Kol 1ea1<.lg. roVs
cf>avAov> 11"ov11p0Tarnv>: Plato, Tim. 
24 C-D: Damox.Inc. Fab.Fragm. 
(:'lleineke, Fragm. Com. Gr. 4. 

536)-
Kwo>" 8Eov> yap cf>aivE8' q vijuo> 

<ji(pELV. 
2 For this expression, cp. Aris

tot. Fragm. 85. 1491 a r, <T71"ovllalov 
ll' l~Tl y€v~> i~ <f 7roXAol cmovllafo1 
71"Ecpvica<TLV f)'YLJJf<T8aL. 

3 See Appendix D. 
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ing to the distribution in the given community of the occasional 

elements which contribute to the life of the State·, here glimpses of the best 
it will be a Kingship, there an Aristocracy, there a Polity. c.onstitu-

But though the normal constitution is the main subject tion. 

of the book, we catch, as it advances, clearer and clearer 
glimpses of the best constitution also. It may be well to 
note these indications and to bring them together. 

The best State, we are told (c. 5. 1278 a 8), will not give 
citizenship to the f3avav(Fos. In the best State, again, a 
part at all events of the citizens-those of them who are 
'statesmen and who are charged, or fit to be charged, with 
the management of public affairs '-will possess the full 
virtue of the good man ( (F1Tovoa'i.'os av~p, c. 5. l 278 b 2 sqq. : 
cp. c. 18. 1288 a 37 sq.); and thus the best State is appa
rently referred to as a State in the hands of men of full 
virtue (oia TWV (F1TOVOatwv avopwv, c. 13. 1283 b 6), and in the 
same chapter the citizen of the best State is defined as 
'he who is able and purposed to rule and be ruled with 
a view to the life of virtue' ( l 284 a l ). So far all the 
indications given us of the nature of the best State point 
to a State of equal (F1Tovoa'i.'oi ruling and ruled by turns, but 
later in this chapter (the thirteenth) we learn that under 
certain circumstances the best State may be forced to 
assume the form of an Absolute Kingship, and the suc
ceeding chapters even go on to inquire whether the Abso
lute Kingship is not really the best form of constitution 
(c. 15. 1286 a 7 sqq.: cp. 1286 b 22, El OE o~ TLS lipL(FTOV 

8dri ro f3a(FLAEVE(F8ai rni:'s 7TOAE(J"tv). The answer is that the 
best constitution will assume the form of an Absolute 
Kingship or the more equal form of an Aristocracy of 
(F1Tovoa'i.'oi, according to circumstances. It will be the former, 
if an individual or a family of surpassing excellence exists 
in the State; it will be the latter, if this surpassing excel
lence is possessed by a body of citizens capable of ruling 
or being ruled with a view to the most desirable life ( c. l 8. 
1288 a 33 sqq.)1. 

1 Not simply 7rpo1> rov (3lov ro11 c. 13. 1284 a 1 sqq.: however, 
icar' apEr~v, as we had been told in even as far back as the ninth 

u 2 
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We are thus gradually led in the Third Book to form a 
conception in outline of the nature of the best constitution 
in its two forms, Kingship and Aristocracy ; it remains for 
the Fourth Book to work this out in detail, and to show 
how the best State is to be brought into being and insti
tuted ( rtva 7l'E</>VKE YLVE<T8at rp6nov KaL Ka8{a-ra1T8ai nws, 3· l 8. 
1288 b 4). The Third Book forms an introduction to the 
study of all constitutions, but especially to the study of 
the best 1. The broad principles which it lays down with 
regard to the recognition of all elements contributing to 
the being and well-being of the State prepare us to find the 
books on the best State placing supremacy in the hands of 
a citizen-body possessing not only the intellectual and 
moral qualities necessary for rule, but also an adequate 
provision of external goods. 

This book of the Politics, however, would have lost much 
of its interest and importance, if it had thrown light only 
on the best constitution. Perhaps its most marked charac
teristic is the prominence which it gives to the conception 
of justice. A sound constitution, it insists, is one which 
makes those supreme in the State whose supremacy is in 
the particular case just and for the common good. 

It is time, however, to examine the last chapter of the 
Third Book (c. 18), in which a transition is made from the 
'normal constitutions' to the best constitution and to the 
question, how the latter is to be brought into existence. 

chapter ( 1280 b 34), the life of the 
true State is described as (;wry 
TEAfLa Kai avrapK17s, a phrase which 
includes avrapKWI £v TOLS dvayKaiois 
as well as in higher things. 

1 Krohn remarks (Zur Kritik 
Aristotelischer Schriften 1. p. 30 
n.): 'If one sought to bring what 
is cognate together, the Seventh 
and Eighth Books (old order) 
would have to follow the Second: 
the contents of the Third Book 
have no bearing on the fragmen
tary sketches which find a place in 
the Seventh.' It is quite true that 

there is a close connexion between 
the Second and the old Seventh 
Book, but the contents of the 
Third Book have also a real bear
ing on the old Seventh. The 
fourth chapter of the Third Book, 
which establishes the fact that in 
the best State the virtue of the 
citizen and the man coincide, is, 
indeed, expressly recognized as 
the starting-point of the inquiry 
respecting the best State in the 
old Seventh (see 3. I 8. I 288 a 37 
and 4 (7). 14. 1333 a II). 
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' The normal constitutions '-so it begins-' are three in rnony with 

number,' but which is the best of them? The best is that~~; ~f~~~ 
which is absolutely in the hands of the best men (olKovo- Fourth(old 

, , , Seventh) 
µovµEV7] V1TO TWV apfo-rwv, 1288 a 33: cp. 3· 14. 1285b 31, Book and 

TETayµiv71 Kara r~v olKovoµiK~v): it will therefore be either ;~t~r:~e 
an Absolute Kingship, in which an individual or a family Book 

· f · · A · · h" h generally? exists o surpassmg virtue, or an nstocracy, m w ic a 
body ( 7rA~8os) of men of surpassing virtue exists, some of 
whom are capable of ruling and others of being ruled with 
a view to the most desirable life ( r~v atpETwrar71v (w~v, l 288 
a 37). And how are these two forms, Absolute Kingship 
and Aristocracy, to be brought into existence? Aris-
totle appears to treat this question as identical with the 
question how men are to be produced fit for kingship or 
for the rule of citizens over fellow-citizens ( 7TOAmKot). He 
recalls the fact that he has shown that the citizen of the 
best State is identical with the good man ; hence the 
education and habits which produce a good man will 
produce a man equal to these positions. (It is hardly 
necessary to interpose the remark, that the term 'good 
man' is an altogether inadequate equivalent for the Greek 
IT1TOVOa'i:os av~p, by which is meant a man possessing that 
many-sided excellence, practical, speculative, and aesthetic, 
on which Aristotle has already dwelt in the Third Book 
{c. II. 1281 b 10 sqq.)-above all, possessing <f>p6v71<ns and 
the virtues of leisure (4 (7). cc. 14, 15). Not an impeccable 
man, but a man mature and happily developed in character, 
mind, and body 1.) 

We might expect that Aristotle would pass on at once 
to the question what institutions and education produce a 
IT1TOVOatos av~p, but this question is not actually entered on 
till the Thirteenth Chapter of the Fourth Book ( 1332 a 28 
sqq.). He perhaps remembers that he has just said that 
the best State is that in which an Absolute King rules, or 
a 'body of men of surpassing virtue' rules and is ruled, 

1 Cp. Cic. Tusc. Disp. 5. ro. 28 : structos et ornatos tum sapientes 
quos dicam bonos, perspicuum tum viros bonos dicimus. 
est ; omnibus enim virtutibus in-
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?rpos T~v atpErwnhTJv tw~v (3· I 8. 1288 a 37), and that he must 
not leave the problem of the ' most desirable life' unsolved 
behind him. To this question, at any rate, he passes in 
the sentences with which the Third Book closes and the 
Fourth begins, and in the following way: 

'The education and habits which produce a good man 
and those which produce a citizen-ruler and a king will be 
the same. And now that we have treated in detail of these 
matters (oiwpirr8ivrwv of: rovrwv, I 288 b 2 ), we must attempt to 
speak about the best constitution, in what way it comes into 
being and how it is instituted 1• It is necessary, then, for 
any one who is to investigate the subject of the best con
stitution in an adequate way first to determine, what is the 
most desirable life' (atpETwraro~ j3fos:, 4 (7). I. 1323 a i5: 

cp. atpETwrar71v (wi]v, 3. I 8. I 288 a 37). 'For,' he continues, 
'while this is unknown to us, the best constitution must 
also be unknown to us, since those who enjoy the best con
stitution their circumstances enable them to attain will 
naturally fare best, unless things turn out quite contrary to 
expectation 2.' 

Now, however we may explain it, there is certainly a 
want of 'callida junctura' here, to say the least. The 
reason which we expect to be given for the treatment of 
the question, what is the most desirable life, is that the best 
constitution has already been said to exist for the reali
zation of the most desirable life (1288 a 37), but no re
ference is made to this ; on the contrary, a fresh reason is 
given and the continuity of the investigation seems need-

1 This is the question with which 
the Fourth and Fifth Books are to 
deal, and the answer they give 
to it is, that some of the condi
tions of the best constitution must 
be asked of Fortune and Nature, 
but that for others the lawgiver is 
responsible (4 (7). l 3. 1332 a 28 
sqq.). It is especiallythe lawgiver's 
business to see that the education 
and institutions of the State are 
such as to produce mrov8a'ioi 
(1332a 31 sqq.). We may note, 
as showing a certain similarity of 

handling, the fact that in the Sixth 
Book the nature of the polity ~ 
first sketched, and then the ques
tion is asked-Tiva Tporrov yiv•Tai ~ 
KaAovµ€v17 'Tl"OALTEia, Kal 'Tl"OO~ aUTTJV a£L 
t<alh(rravat (6 (4). 9. 1294 a 30). 

2 The English language cannot 
fully express the reasoning latent 
in the Greek words-rtpta-Ta yap 
rrpaTTflV 7rpoa-~Kft TOl'> rtpta-Ta 7rOAL
T£VOµ€vov~ K.T.A. It is a short step 
in the Greek from rro'A1T£v£rr8a1 to 
rrpciTTEIV, 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



TO THE FOURTH BOOK. 295 

lessly broken. We notice also that the last chapter of the 
Third Book prepares us for an inquiry not only into the 
mode in which a man fit to be a citizen-ruler over citizens 
( 7Toil.mKo!>) is to be produced, but also into the mode in 
which a man capable of Kingship (f3acnil.iKo!>) is to be pro
duced, whereas in 4 (7). 14. 1332 b 12 sqq. true kings are 
said to be no longer obtainable, and in default of them an 
arrangement is adopted by which the ruled become rulers 
after a certain age, the education of the State being 
expressly so planned as to be suitable for men who are to 
be for the first part of their lives ruled and afterwards 
rulers, not for kings or men capable of Kingship who do 
nothing but rule. The Third Book also seems to imply 
that the education which produces the one type of ruler 
is the same as that which produces the other. If so, the 
Fourth Book appears to speak differently (cp. 4 (7). 14. 
1332 b 15). 

In addition to these discrepancies 1, of which it would be 
easy to make too much, we are undoubtedly conscious in 
entering on the Fourth Book of a certain change of tone, 
however we may account for it. Not only do expressions 
occur, such as ~µ.Et!> oE avro'Ls lpovµ.w ( c. 1. 1323 a 38)
AEKdov ~µ.'iv 7rpos aµ.cpodpovs avrovi; (c. 3· 1325 a 17), for which 
we should vainly look in the Third Book 2, but the whole 

1 Another is, that while we are 
promised in the Third Book (c. 3. 
1276 a 32) a discussion not only 
of the question of the proper size 
of the State, but also of the ques
tion whether it should be com
posed of one race (EB var) or more 
than one, the latter subject ap
pears to escape treatment in the 
Fourth Book, where we might 
naturally expect to find it dealt 
with, unless indeed we consider 
the promise to be fulfilled, or ful
filled in part, in the recommenda
tions with respect to the slaves or 
serfs who are to till the soil (4 (7). 
9. 1329a 25 sq.: 4 (7). 10. 133oa 
25 sqq.). Aristotle, however, pro
bably refers in the Third Book 

rather to the citizens ; the inter
esting discussion of the subject in 
Plato's Laws (707 E-708 D) was 
no doubt present to his mind. 
Plato had there decided that not 
only Cretans, but also Pelopon
nesians (some of whom had once 
settled in Crete), would be wel
come as settlers in the new Cretan 
city which he is founding. What 
Aristotle thinks on the subject 
may perhaps be gathered from 
Pol. 7 (5). 3. 1303 a 25 sqq. 

2 Similar expressions, however, 
occur here and there in the Poli
tics (e.g. 2. 9. 1270 a 9, dAA.' fiµ•'i> 
ou TovTo (!'Korrovµ.•v) : cp. also de 
An. I. 3. 4o6 b 22, fiµ.•t> ()' lpwTh(!'o
µ.ev. 
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conduct of the inquiry is different. This results, no doubt; 
in part from the temporary abandonment of the aporetic 
method of investigation which prevails throughout the 
Third Book; we have to do now, not with an inquirer on 
a level with others and joining with them in a tedious and 
circuitous search for truth, but with one who has sought 
and found, and if he still inquires, is never, even in 
appearance, far from a solution. The questions succes
sively raised in the Fourth Book are discussed with a 
promptness and conciseness which carries us over a good 
deal of ground in a short space ; digressions are fre
quently avoided by the postponement to another oppor
tunity of discussions which might have led to them (e.g. 
4 (7)· 5. 1326 b 32 sqq.: 10. 1330 a 4, 1330 a 31 sq.: 16. 
1335 b 2 sqq.: 17. 1336 b 24 sqq.). The object evidently 
is to carry on the construction of the best State rapidly 
and without interruption. Perhaps, however, there is 
nothing in this change of handling, which need create 
any difficulty, nor need we again make too much of certain 
apparent novelties of doctrine which attract our attention 
in the Fourth and Fifth Books. The most important of 
these is the account of 8«npta as a kind of npatL'> (4 ( 7 ). 
3. 1325 b 16 sqq.), for the recognition of the four cardinal 
virtues, which we seem to trace in 4 (7)· I. 1323 a 28 sq. 
and in 4 (7)· 15. 1334 a 22 sqq., may perhaps be paralleled 
from other books of the Politics (see, for instance, 3. 4. 
1277 b 16-27), while the account of EvoaLµovta as a com
bination of ro KaA.6v and pleasure in 5 (8). 5. i339 b 19 is 
supported by more passages than one of the Politics and 
the Nicomachean Ethics 1 • The view of the Third Book 
that a · good man,' and therefore a full citizen of the 
best State, must be capable of ruiing (3. 5. 1278 b 3 sq.) 
can also perhaps be reconciled with the permission appa-

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 1. 9. 1098 b 
23 sqq. We find the two aims of 
To KaA6v and T,fiovT, ascribed to
gether to the cnrovfia'io~ in Eth.:::'\ ic. 
9. 8. l 169 a 20-25, and £Vfiatp.ovia 
is said to be accompanied with 

pleasure in Eth. Nie. 7. 12. II 52 b 
6: 7. 14. lr53b 14 sqq.: Pol. 5 
(8). 3. 1338 a 5. See also the 
quotation from the comic poet 
Hegesippus in Athen. Deipn. 
279 d. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



AND FIFTH BOOKS. 297 

rently given him in the Fourth Book (c. 3) to live a con..: 
templative life, but Aristotle does not notice the discre
pancy, and we are left to harmonize the two doctrines as 
best we can. 

A high authority, Dr. F. Blass 1, has remarked on the 
rarity of hiatus in the Fifth Book. He observes that it is 
also of rare occurrence in the scanty fragments we possess 
of the dialogues of Aristotle, which were in all probability 
composed with a view to publication, and not merely for 
use within the School, and he argues that wherever we 
note this avoidance of !tiatus in conjunction with a style of 
writing somewhat more popular and less technical than that 
of the extant productions of Aristotle usually is, we may 
reasonably suspect that we have to do with a composition 
intended for publication, or with one which includes matter 
derived from a work of that nature. He does not extend 
his remark to the Fourth Book, and we notice, in fact, more 
frequent instances of hiatus in it than in the Fifth. Hiatus, 
however, would appear to be rarer in the Fourth Book than 
in some other books of the Politics 2, and it may certainly 
be said that this book and the Fifth deal with -subjects of 
especial interest to Aristotle's contemporaries, and deal 

1 See Rhein. Mus. 30, p. 48r. 
'Hiatus is avoided in the Eighth' 
(i.e. Fifth) 'Book of the Politics 
with a strictness almost worthy of 
Isocrates. For though Aristotle 
allows of its occurrence, not only 
after Kai, ~' and El, but also after 
p.~ and after the article in its 
various forms-the latter being a 
laxity which is altogether at vari
ance with the practice of Isocrates 
-he scarcely ever allows liiatus 
to occur in respect of short and 
elisible vowels, except in the case 
of pronouns, conjunctions, prepo
sitions, and other small and fre
quently used words (herein fol
lowing the very same rule as the 
most studied orations of Isocrates ), 
nor does he regard a pause as a 
justification for lziatus. We need 
hardly alter more than six pas-

sages in this book of the Politics, 
in order to make its conformity 
to these rules complete.' It de
serves notice that there is a 
difference between the two families 
of the MSS. of the Politics in 
this matter of hiatus, the second 
family occasionally avoiding it 
where the first do not; but the 
avoidance of hiatus in the Fifth 
Book is perhaps too general 
to be accounted for by the sup
position that it is due to trans
cribers. 

2 I am indebted to an unpub
lished essay by Mr. R. Shute of 
Christ Church, Oxford, for this 
remark, and for the suggestion 
that the Fourth and Fifth Books 
may well have been an indepen
dent treatise designed for publi
cation. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



FOURTH BOOK. 

with them in a not over-technical way. It is very possible 
that materials derived from works intended for publication 
have been used more freely in these two books than in 
others; it is also possible, though less likely, that they were 
themselves written with a view to publication. The facts 
to which attention has been drawn may be accounted for 
in various ways, and some will attach more importance to 
them than others, but in any case there seems to be little 
reason for doubting that the two books were intended by 
Aristotle to form a part of the Politics. The relation in 
which they stand to the Second and Third Books appears 
to be too close to allow of any other supposition. 

In con- The opening words of the Fourth Book announce, in 
!t~~~~i~~n- effect, that the end of the State-good life, or happiness, 
stitution or (as in this passage) 'the most desirable life'-is the clue to 
-the task 
to which its structure. Aristotle, we see, is a teleologist in politics. 
we nowh He adds that nothing less than the most desirable life must 
pass-t e 
first step to be realized by the best State. Aristotle insists on this, be-
~; ~:;e~~a~~ cause he held that Plato had failed in the Republic to 
what is the realize the most desirable life (2. 5. 1264 b 15 sqq.)-nay, 
~~~l~~lfe, failed even to realize a life liveable by man ( 2. 5. 126 3 b 
for t~e best 29 ). Yet, in Aristotle's view, the test of a constitution is 
constitu-
tion must to be found in the 'life' which it secures to its citizens. A 
~~~it~:~e constitution which does not secure them the most desirabl~ 
sirable life. life is not the best. 
What then 
is the most 
desirable 
life? 

The first problem, therefore, to be solved is, what is the 
most desirable life. The opening chapters of the Fourth 
Book deal with this problem, and the solution here given 
serves as a guide throughout the whole process of con
structing the best State. It is a life spent in the exercise 
of 'virtue fully furnished with the external conditions of 
virtuous action' (apETry KEXOPTJYTJ}Jiv71). Xop71yta and apET~ 
are the two pillars on which the best State rests. Fortune, 
Nature, and a good lawgiver-these are the conditions of 
its realization (cp. 6 (4). II. 1295 a 25-31). 

If we ask, says Aristotle, what is the most desirable life, 
the first step to an answer is obvious enough. No one 
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\Vould say that external goods and goods of the body are 
sufficient in the entire absence of goods of the soul 1• A 
man so devoid of courage that he fears the flies that pass 
him in the air, or so fond of eating and drinking as to be 
ready to eat and drink anything whatsoever, or so fond of 
money that he will kill his dearest friend for a farthing, 
or endowed with no more intelligence than a child or a 
lunatic, would not be pronounced happy by anybody. It 
is only when the question is raised, how much virtue, or 
how much wealth, or power, or renown is desirable, 
that a difference of opinion arises. Some will affirm that 
any quantity of virtue, however small, is sufficient. But 
·we will tell them ' that mere observation of the facts of 
human life will lead them to a different view. We see that 
men acquire and retain external goods by virtue, not virtue 
by external goods, and that those who are as well en
dowed as possible in respect of mind and character, and 
have only a moderate share of external goods 2, live a hap-

1 This classification of goods 
was inherited by Aristotle from 
Plato, whether it originated with 
him or not (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. r. 
618. 1, ed. 2). Isocrates refers to Ta 
lv TD tvxii aya8a in de Pace, § 32. 
It is evidently open to much criti
cism, as a classification. Friends, 
we remark, are included among 
external goods (Eth. Nie. 9. 9. 
u69 b 9) ; yet external goods 
are the product of Accident and 
Fortune (Pol. 4 (7). I. 1323 b 27). 

\\-hen Aristotle indicates that 
he 'uses' l~wuptKol Aoyoi in giving 
the account which he here gives of 
the most desirable life, he may be 
referring to some non-scientific 
writings or teachings either of his 
own (cp. Eth. Eud. 2. I. 1218 b 33) 
or of others. In the latter case, he 
may be referring to Fiato, Laws 
726-9 : 7 43 E sqq. : 697 B : Rep. 
59 r C sqq. : or to I socrates de 
Pace,§§ 31-35: or even to Sappho, 
Fragm. 80 Bergk. Perhaps, how
ever, it is more likely that he is 
referring to teaching of his own, 

possibly to the teaching of the 
rrEpl rrAouTOv, which seems to have 
been somewhat similar(seeFragm. 
89. 1491 b 35 sqq.). We have 
already seen that in 1323 a 28 the 
virtues referred to are the four 
cardinal virtues, which, according 
to Zeller (Gr. Ph. 2. I. 567, ed. 2), 
'seem first to have been definitely 
marked out by Plato and by him 
only in his later years' ; but this 
also holds of a later passage of 
the Fourth Book (c. 15. 1334a 22 
sqq.). It is not clear where the use 
of the l~wupiKot Aoyoi ceases ; it 
may possibly do so in 1323 b 29, 
with the words ~ia TTJV TVX'lv f<J"Tiv. 
On this opening chapter of the 
Fourth Book the remarks of Ber
nays in his 'Dialoge des Aristo
teles' (p. 69 sqq.) should be 
consulted, and also Vahlen, Aris
totelische Aufsatze, 2. 

2 Aristotle probably has exter
nal goods such as 'wealth and 
power and renown' (1323 a 37) 
mainly in \'iew, but Ta fKTO> aya8a 
T~> o/vx~> (r323b 27) include 
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pier life than those who are in the opposite case. And 
reasoning leads us to the same conclusion; for the goods 
of the soul, unlike external goods, increase in utility with 
every increase in their amount-which shows that they are 
not means, but ends ; then again, virtue, which is the ex
cellence of the soul, is as much more precious than wealth, 
which is t1'e excellence of property ( cp. r. I 3. I 259 b 20 ), 

as the soul is more precious than property; lastly, external 
goods are desirable for the sake of the soul, not the soul for 
the sake of external goods. Hence, the more a man has 
of virtue and of virtuous action, the larger is his share of 
the highest and most perfect goods, and the greater is his 
happiness. These arguments receive a final confirmation 
from a reference to the Divine Nature: God is happy be
cause he is so constituted as to be happy; his happiness 
does not flow from external goods. It is in this that 
happiness differs from prosperity; the latter is the gift of 
fortune, but not the former, so far at least as it springs from 
virtue. 

A life of So far we have been concerned with the individual, and 
~~:~~~~ly have proved that his happiness is proportioned to the 
with exter- amount of his virtue and virtuous action. Similar argu-
nal means' h h h h' · S A S -the 'ex- ments s ow t at t e same t mg 1s true of a tate. tate 
temal , b cannot fare well unless it acts well, and it cannot act well 
fr:~a~~- e- without virtue and moral prudence, and its courage and 
justed 1t.nt justice and prudence will be the same as those of the indi
amoun o 
the require· vidual. So that we may state the result of our inquiry 
~:~~u~f thus-' the best life both for individual and State is one 
action- of virtue conjoined with a sufficient amount of external and 
is the most b d'l d k . . . l , 
desirable o 1 y goo s to ma e virtuous action poss1b e. If any one 
bd?t~dfor1 in- questions this conclusion and does not ae-ree with what has 

1v1 ua s ~ 

and for been said, Aristotle will go into the matter afterwards ; he 
States. cannot stay to do so now. 

But though we have said that virtue is a necessary ingre
dient of the best life in the case both of the individual and 

bodily goods also, and to him, no 
less than to Plato (Laws 728 
E sqq.), the latter may be in excess: 

a man may be too handsome or 
too strong (6 (4). II. 1295b 
6 sqq.). 
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of the State, we have not yet determined whether happi
ness is the same in the two cases, or in other words, springs 
from the same source. The happiness of the individual, we 
have seen, springs from virtue, but is this true also of that 
of the State? This is an easily answered question, for 
however various may be men's views as to what constitutes 
happiness, all agree that its source is the same for State 
and individual. 

The most desirable life, says Aristotle, is not that of a 
morally and intellectually feeble race living in the un
limited enjoyment of external and bodily goods, but that 
of a 'wise and understanding people,' endowed with them 
adequately for the practice of virtue, but not with more 
than is necessary for that end 1

• The passage is interest
ing, if only from its evident sincerity; its vigour of expres
sion is probably in part due to the fact that in that out
spoken age and race there were many who not only 
practised but preached a life of pleasure or of money
getting, in addition to those who lived for power and 
distinction. In one of the tragedies which were ascribed 
to Diogenes the Cynic, the line 

was put into the mouth of a votary of wealth, the other 
interlocutor, it would seem, rejoining-

and Aristoxenus brings home to us the intolerant strength 
of conviction, with which an advocate of luxury from the 
court of Dionysius the Younger of Syracuse, admitted 
into the ri1uvos or garden-precinct used by the Pytha-

1 Compare the expression as
cribed to him in Rutilius Lupus' 
abridged translation of a work by 
the later Gorgias-crxiJ/La Srnvoln1> 
Kal "Ai~Ew1> - ' item Aristoteles 
dicitur dixisse : eius esse vitam 
beatissimam, cuius et fortunae 
sapientia et sapientiae fortuna 
s1,1ppeditet' (quoted by Heitz, die 
verlorenen Schriften des Aristo· 

teles, p. I 59). The teaching of 
Eth. Nie. 10. 9. I 179 a I sqq. is 
substantially the same as that of 
this passage of the Politics, and 
corrects the somewhat different 
language of Eth. Nie. 10. 8. u78 b 
I. 

2 N auck, Trag. Graec. Fragm. 
pp. 628-9. 
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gorean Archytas and his disciples for their philosophic 
perambulations, insisted that a life of bodily pleasure was 
the only natural one, and that the virtues, from justice 
onward, were mere artificial conventions, conjured-up pro
ducts of legislative skill. The King of Persia in his palace 
was to him the type of felicity 1• 

We observe that Aristotle takes no notice here of those 
who, like the Cynics, held that external goods were not 
necessary to happiness 2• The antagonists whom he seeks 
to confute are evidently those who found happiness mainly 
in external and bodily goods. It should also be noted 
that, as the inquiry into the best State advances, the 
supply of external and bodily goods which it is held to 
need seems hardly to be limited to the bare amount 
' necessary for a share in virtuous action' : its citizens are 
spoken of, at all events, later on, as 'living in the enjoy
ment of every blessing,' and ' spending their leisure amidst 
an abundance of goods,' not otherwise than ' those who 
dwell, if the poets speak truly, in the islands of the Blest' 

(4 (7)· 15· 1334 a 30, 33) 3
• 

So far, the inquiry proceeds, we see our way without 
difficulty, but now two questions arise which call for con
sideration. One is whether for the individual a citizen's 
life spent in political relations with others, or the life of a 
non-citizen forming no active part of a State, is the more 
desirable. The other is, what constitution and organiza
tion of the State is the best, whether it is desirable for all, 
or only for most men, to take an active part in the State. 
The former question is beside the purpose of a political 
treatise, inasmuch as it relates to what is best for the in
dividual: with the latter, on the contrary, we are directly 
concerned. Taking up this question, then, for consideration, 

1 Aristox. Fragm. 15 (Muller, 
Fragm. Hist. Graec. 2. 276). 
Men of his feather were common 
enough in the luxurious cities of 
Italy and Sicily (Plato, Rep. 404 D: 
Ep. 7. 326 B sq.). Archytas' 
answer is not given, but may be 

divined from Cic. de Senect. c. 
12. 

2 Compare also the view of 
Aristotle's contemporary, Xeno
crates (Xenocr. Fragm. 60-63 : 
Mullach, Fr. Philos. Gr. 3. 127). 

3 Cp. 6 (4). l l. 1295 a 25 sqq. 
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we see at once that the best constitution is that under which 
anyone, be he who he may, would act and fare best and live 
happily-that it is, in fact, the constitution under which a 
life accompanied with virtue can best be lived; but then a The further 

. . h . . . . h" h h question question anses as to t e concrete activities m w ic sue a howeve; 

life should be spent. Thus the question which we have just arises, i; 

discarded as ethical rather than political comes back upon ~~~ie~~~ch 
us as one which the political inquirer cannot really avoid ~hl~~~d be 

answering. spent. 

Is the political and practical life the more desirable, or ;tc:l ~~l~
one which is quit of all concern with external things (1324 practical 

, ~ , B , , ) l . life the best a 27: cp. o rov EAEV Epov f3ws, I 325 a 19 -a contemp ative or a iife 

life, for instance, which some say is the only philosophic fdetacheffd. 
rorn a airs 

life? Our answer to this question is of importance, inas- -a c'on-

much as it must determine not only the direction we give t1 ~crnr;_Jative 11e, ior ex-
to the life of the individual, but also the nature of the con- ample? 

· · If f h 1 · l"' h An exarni-stitut10n. we pre er t e contemp at1ve 11e, we may ave nation of 

to adjust the constitution to that end. Two views, as has c?nflicting 
"d . h b" S b" l views on been sa1 , exist on t e su Ject. ome o Ject to t 1e exer- this subject 

cise of any rule over others as being, if despotic 1, unjust, results in 
a con-

and, if such as one citizen may exercise over another, in- clusion in 

volving hindrances to the ruler's felicity 2• Others hold ~ari~~~~f 
that the political and practical life is alone worthy of a pra_ct~cal 

d h . . h . f ll h acllv1ty, man, an t at it gives scope to t e exercise o a t e but then 

virtues in an equal degree with the other. So far we have this term 

1 It must be remembered that 
aEfT'TrOTIKIJ apxT, properly means, 
not merely 'despotic' rule, but the 
kind of rule which a master exer
cises over his slaves. It is not, 
however, always possible to ex
press this double meaning in 
English. 

2 Aristotle takes no account 
here of the view of the political 
life referred to in the N icomachean 
Ethics (1. 3. 1095 b 23), according 
to which its aim was honour. 
Even in the Nicomachean Ethics, 
indeed, he tacitly dismisses this 
view and frequently implies that 
the statesman exists for the pro
motion of virtuous action and 

happiness (e.g. 10. 7. r 177 b 14). 
Aristotle's object in the passage 
of the Politics before us seems to 
be to represent the political and 
the contemplative life as akin, 
both being rich in 1<11A.al 7rpagM, 
whereas in the Nicomachean 
Ethics he had sharply distinguished 
ai KUTa TtlS ap<ras 7rp<lgHS from ~ 
roil vov €v£pyHa or BE<vpT)rtKry (IO. 
7. 1177b 19 sqq.). In both dis
cussions, however, the contem
plative life is viewed as avrorEA.T,-. 
in comparison with the political. 
The nature of the contemplative 
life at its best is depicted in the 
tenth book of the N icomachean 
Ethics (c. 7). 
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must be to do with men who accept a life of virtue as the true life; 
~~~~~~~~~d but then there are those who say that a constitution ad
not_o_nly justed to a career of despotic and tyrannical sway over 
political h h h . h h . d "11 . h 1 but also ot ers, w et er wit t eir goo w1 or not, 1s t e on y 
spe_c~lative happy one · and they can plead that many States and 
~~ ' . 

nations in practice take their view. It is, however, assail-
able on many grounds, on that of legality, on the ground 
that it does not agree with the principles which govern the 
practice of other arts than that of politics, and on the 
ground that its supporters are for applying the principle 
only to others, not to themselves. Despotic sway should be 
exercised only over those who are destined by nature to 
be so ruled ; and it is possible for a State, if well consti
tuted, to be perfectly happy which occupies an isolated 
situation, and whose constitution consequently cannot be 
designed for war or empire. War is noble (w/\.6v), but it is 
not the ultimate end ; the ultimate end is good life, to 
which war is but a means. The business of a lawgiver is 
to secure good life to his citizens, not empire, though the 
means by which he secures it will no doubt differ in 
different cases. If a State has neighbours, it will have to 
be constituted otherwise than if it has none (e.g. it will 
possess a fleet, c. 6. 1327 b 3 sqq.). Again, it may have 
neighbours who are fit subjects for despotic rule (like most 
States in Asia); or it may have neighbours who are fit 
subjects for hegemony (the usual case in Greece) 1• 

Having disposed of this contention, Aristotle reverts to 
the two conflicting views previously mentioned, and says 
that each side is partially right. The life spent apart from 
politics is better than the despotic life, but it is an error to 
suppose that all rule is despotic, or to set inaction above 
action. Happiness is action, and the active exercise of justice 
and temperance is 'noble' (Ka/\.6v). To infer from this that 

1 Cp. Isocr. Philip.§ 5, ,z av µ€11 
1ma8•i1)> 'TrAfLoVO> d~iav iiaw8ai aoL 
TryVTTJ>7r6"Arni> cp1Xiav ti Ta> 7rpoa6llovs 
Ta> € ~ 'AµcpmoA.•w> y1yvoµ•va>, ~ lli 
.m)i\1s llvv1)8ei11 Karaµa8iiv ws XP~ TU> 
µiv Towuras cpeuyHv ci:rro1Klas- al nve> 

TETpaK<> ti 'TrE11TaK1> a7ro"Aw"AlKaa1 Tov> 
lµ7ro"A1nv8ivras, (11n"iv (J' €Kdvovs
TOv> To'Trovs Tovs 7r6ppw µ€11 Kflµevov> 
TWJI apx£Lv fJvvaµlvwv, €yyv> (Ji TWJI 
fJovAEVHV El81aµivwv, els oi6v 7rEp 

AaKEllmµ611io1 Kvp1Jvaiovs drrc:iKL<rnv. 
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any one and every one should set to work to get possession 
of supreme power in the State would, however, be alto
gether mistaken. The exercise of supreme power is only 
'noble' in the hands of those who have a just claim to rule, 
both on the ground of virtue and on that of political capa
city. The best life, then, both for State and individual is 
the practical life ; but the practical life need not be in 
relation to others. Mental processes, which are complete 
in themselves, and an end in themselves (al avroTEAELS Kat 
al avTWV gVEKEV BEwptai KaL OLaVOlJCTELS, I 325 b 20 ), are more 
truly practical ( 7rpaKTLKat) than those which aim at some
thing beyond, for well-doing ( EV11'patta) is the end 1, whence 
it follows that action of some kind is the end, and even in 
the case of action directed to a result external to itself, we 
commonly say that those act in the truest and fullest sense 
whose mental processes are those of a directing authority, 
and therefore most purely mental~. Nay further, States 
situated by themselves and purposed to live in isolation 
need not live an inactive life ( ihpaKTELv) 3 even in the ordi
nary sense of the word, for there will be a mutual inter
action of their parts ; and the same thing holds good of 
the individual 4• Neither God nor the Universe, indeed, 
exercise any activities external to themselves (EtwupiKaL 
7rpahis). 

If we ask who were the disputants, between whom Aris-

1 This was a Socratic tradition 
(Xen. Mem. 3. 9. 14-15). 

2 Contrast the language of 
Plato, Polit. 259 C-E; and com
pare the comments of Ulysses in 
Shakspeare's Troilus and Cres
sida (Act i, Scene 3) on those 
who 'esteem no act, but that of 
hand,' and undervalue 

' the still and mental parts, 
That do contrive how many hands 

shall strike, 
vVhen fitness calls them on ... 
So that the ram that batters down 

the wall, 
For the great swing and rudeness 

of his poise, 

VOL. I. X 

They place before his hand that 
made the engine, 

Or those that with the fineness of 
their souls 

By reason guide his execution.' 
3 To arrpaKTElll l!ia {3iov is said in 

Eth. Nie. I. 3. ro95 b 33 to be in
compatible with happiness. 

4 Compare Eth. N ic. 9. 9. I I 70 a 
5, fJ.OllOOT!J µ€11 oiv xaAE7TOS 0 {3io>" OU 
yap pgl!iov KaB' avrov EvEPYELll 
uvvexws, µeB' fripoov (!£ KaL rrpos 
dAAOVS p(j.011: and IO. 7. I 177 a 
32 sqq., where the uocpos is said to 
be better able to energise by him
self than the just or temperate or 
brave man. 
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Who were totle arbitrates in the passage of which we have just stated 
the dis-
putants the drift, we shall find it easy to identify the eulogists of 
between . 'the despotic and tyrannical type of constitution 1.' Many of 
whomAns-
totle here that tribe were to be found throughout Greece. The advo-
adtjud?i- cat es of a !if e spent in constitutional rule. such as citizens 
~~ . 

may exercise over fellow-citizens, would also be numerous 2
• 

But who were those who praised a life 'detached from all 
concern with external things-a contemplative life, which 
some say is the only philosophic life' (1324 a 27 sq.)? They 
seem to be the same with those mentioned in 1324 a 35 sq. 
as holding any rule exercised over others to be unjust, if 
despotic, and unfavourable to felicity, if constitutional, and 
also with those mentioned in 1325 a 18 sq. as pronouncing 
against the holding of political offices, and distinguishing the 
life of the 'free man' ( f.)\.d18<pos) from the political life. The 
description would in some respects apply to Aristippus, who 
made a point of withdrawal from political life, and this for 
the sake of <v17µ.<pta-a word used by the school (Diog. 
Laert. 2. 89)-or as he expressed it, because he wished 'to 
live as easily and pleasantly as possible' (Xen. Mem. 2. I. 

9) 3 ; but we do not know that he condemned all despotic 
rule as unjust 4• Aristotle probably refers, among others, 
to Isocrates, who had not only discussed in the Ad Nicoclem 
(§ 4 sq.), 'whether the life of one who, though occupying a 
private station, acts like a man of worth, or the life of a 

1 Cp. Plato, Laws 890 A, ravr' 
lurlv, 6i cpl>\Ot, lfaavra dvl!pii>v uocpii>v 
rrapa viois dv8p6nrois, il!1wrii>v u ml 
wou7rii>v,cpauKOVTWV •lvai ro llll<atorn
TOV ;; TL TL> av VLK~ {3ia(6µ•vos" ;;e.v 
clu€{3£tal TE civ8pWrrot~ £µ11 lrrTOVUL 

vEoir, Wr 0V1<. 6vTwv BEWv oLovs 0 vOµos 
rrpouraTTEL l!rnvoiiu8a1 l!t'iv, urauus 
Tf l!1a rni!ra, EAKOVTWV 7rpos TOV Kara 
cpv<rLV op8ov {3iov' ;;, Ian rii d'A.178.lq. 
Kparoi!vra (ryv rii>v il.'A.'A.wv Kai µry 
l!ovAfVOVTU fripot<TL KUTU voµov. 

2 Theages, in the dialogue of 
that name ascribed to Plato, would 
'wish' (<v~alµ17v <'iv) to be a tyrant 
as he would 'wish' to be a god, 
but all he seriously 'desires' is 
the wisdom which Themistocles, 

Pericles, and Cimon possessed, 
who ruled their fello\\--citizens not 
by force, like tyrants, but with their 
willing consent (125 E sq.). 

8 Cp. Xen. J\Iem. 2. 1. Ir, dA'A.' 
lyOO TDL, ~<PT/ 0 'Aplurirrrror, oV~E £ls 
r;,v l3ov'A.•lav /µavrov rarrw, dA.'A.' 
.tval TLs µ01 lioKfL µiu17 TOVTWV ollcis, 
~v rrnpii>µai {3al!i(ELv, ovTE l!i' dpxry> 
OVTE l!ia l!ovAELa>, a'A.'A.a [!,' fAEvBE
plas, ifrrtp µa'A.iurn rrpo> d1i5a1µovlav 
ayn. 

4 \Ye hear of Democritus also 
that he withdrew from magistra
cies to private life (Cic. de Oratore 
3. 15. 56), but did he condemn 
despotic rule over others as un
just? 
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tyrant is to be preferred,' but had, in his Letter to the sons 
of the tyrant Jason ( § l I), declared for the former against 
the latter 1, and for office in states possessing constitutions 
(Ev ral.'s 1iOALTE{ais) rather than in monarchies, just as in the 
De Antidosi (~§ 145, 150) he admits and explains his own 
abstinence from office: ravra yap uvverat6.µ1)v ov oia 7iA.ovrov 
OVOE oi' V1if P7J<Pavfov OVOE Kara<Ppovwv TWV µ~ TOV avrov rpo1iOV 
Eµol (wvrwv, ii.A.A.a T~V fJ-EV ~uvxlav Kal T~V a1ipayµocnJV1)V 
aya1iwv, µ6.AL<TTa o' opwv TOV<; TOLOVTOV<; Kal 'Trap' vµf.v KUL 1iapa 
rol.'s lfA.A.ois <vooKlµovvras, l7iELTa rov (3£ov ~o{w voµ{uas eivaL 
rovrov ~ rov rwv 7roA.A.a 7rparr6vrwv, ln oE raf.s oiarpi(3af.s 
ral.i; Eµaf.s 7rprnWOE<TTEpov, ais Et apxiis KaTE<TT1)<T6.µ1)V (§ 151 : 
cp. §§ 227-9). V./e see from the charming sketch in the 
Republic (Rep. 549 B sqq.), how much a head of a house
hold who took this view of life was usually despised for his 
want of ambition by his wife and slaves, and the speech of 
Callicles in the Gorgias (485 C sq.) expresses the same 
opinion in a more aggressive way-ornv oE o~ 7ip<u(3vrcpov 
LOW ln <PiA.ouo<Povvra KaL µ~ cmaA.A.arr6µwov, 1iA1)ywv µoi OOKEL 
i]o1) OEfo8ai, Cii ~WKparcs, oiiro<; 0 avf,p· a yap vvv o~ lA.Eyov, 
V1iapxn TOVT<p r<f' av8pw7icp, Kav 1iavv ev<Pv~s li, av&.vopcp ye
VE<T8ai <PEvyovTL Ta µl<Ta rijs 7ioAEws KaL Ta<; ayop&.s, EV ais 
l<P7J 0 1iOL1)T~<; TOV<; llvopas apmprne'i:s y{yveu8ai, KaTaOEOVKOTL 
oE rov A.omov (3fov {3Lwvai µETa µELpaK{wv EV ywv{q rpiwv ~ 
rcrrapwv 'lfn8vp{(ovra, EA.ev8epov oE Kat µlya Kat l.Kavov fJ-1JOE1iOTE 
<P8ly,au8ai. A recent editor of Euripides remarks that he 
uses the word ~uvxa'ios to denote the character of a man of 
learning, and almost as equivalent to uo<P6s 2 ; and thus 
in the Supplices of the same poet we find the soft life of 
a follower of the Muses contrasted with the hard out
door life of riding and hunting, which makes men physi
cally capable of doing good service to the State (Suppl. 
855 sqq.: cp. Plato, Rep. 410 D). The fact that Pericles 
is represented by Thucydides as praising the Athenians 
for being seekers after knowledge without softness shows 
that the two characteristics were commonly thought to go 

1 Cp. 4 (7). 3. 1325 a 24. 
2 See Mr. \'errall's notes on Eurip. Med. 304, 808. 

x 2 
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together. We might have expected that the careers of 
Epaminondas, Archytas, and Dion would have taught a 
different lesson, and have proved that an active life of 
political service was quite compatible with philosophical 
study; but the popular mind noted the general rule with
out taking sufficient account of these brilliant exceptions. 

Aristotle The rival views had this in common, that they each 
seeks as 
usual to declared in favour of one kind of existence as the most 
mtdiate desirable, and were for adjusting the institutions of the 
between 
the rival State exclusively to it. Aristotle is always glad, when 
~~~t;~nes he can find something to accept in all the opinions be
arrive at fore him, and it is in this spirit that he does justice 
a con- b h · h" h h · h D t" clusion em- etween t e views w 1c e exammes ere. espo 1c 
bodying empire is not to be made the aim of the constitution; but 
all the • . I h d . 1. d . h D p i 1 truth con- 1t 1s not, as socrates a imp 1e m t e e ace , a ways 
thained i!1h out of place and bad ; on the contrary, there are those who 
t em w1l -
out the are designed by nature to be so ruled. There is, however, 
~;f~:· a He nothing great or glorious in thus ruling over them, and the 
~any-sided indiscriminate exercise of despotic rule is simply wicked. 
hfe. To hold aloof from office and political activity and to 

spend one's life in pure contemplation is not the only 
course worthy of a philosopher, nor is it, on the other 
hand, to devote oneself to an inactive life. For those 
whose minds are busy with thoughts that are an end in 
themselves are active in the truest sense, and besides 
a life of this kind involves an internal inter-action of 
parts, which is in itself sufficient to exclude the idea of 
inactivity. We may therefore come to the conclusion 
that the best life is the practical life-the life of activity 
in accordance with virtue and the capacity for the highest 
kind of action ( ~ npaKTLK~ ovvaµ.t ~ TWV aplcrrwv, I 325 b II)
and yet hold that the truest form of it is the life which 
is spent in mental activity of the kind that is an end in 
itself-such a life, for instance, as the life of contemplation. 
It is in a life of this kind that the State finds its culmi
nation-indeed, we infer that a speculative life suffices for 

I § 1.p sqq. 
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happiness without any admixture of political activity ( i 325 
b 27)-but not a word is said by Aristotle against an union 
of the two lives. On the contrary, we gather later on that 
if a fit use of leisure is the supreme end of the State, the 
virtues which a fit use of leisure presupposes are not only 
those which find employment in leisure, but also those 
which find employment in periods of activity 1, so that 
both, it would seem, should be possessed by the citizens of 
the ideal State. 

We see already that the life which Aristotle designs 
for his State is more many-sided than that life of arms 
and military exercise, the inadequacy of which had been 
proved by the successive failures of the Lacedaemonian 
and Theban States 2, and better ordered and more philo
sophic than that lived by the higher classes at Athens. 

If we compare the passage in Plato's Laws on which A passage 

A · I h d II d h" · f h · in Plato's nstot e as mo e e 1s own enumeration o t e aims Laws com-

pursued by different States, we shall find both resemblances pared. 

and differences. It is as follows (Laws 962 D-963 A): 
AE>. Nvv o~ µ.a871cr6µ.EBa, OTl eavµ.a<TTOV OVOEV nA.avacrBai ra 

rwv 71"0AEWV v6µ.tµ.a, OTl npos lJ.A.A.o lJ.A.A.71 {3AE7rEL TWV voµ.o(lfcriwv 

iv Tfi 71"0AEL EKa<J"T'[( Kal Ta fJ-EV noA.A.a OVOEV eavµ.a<TTOV TO To'is 
, \ t'I r,;- " ~ I t'f '1 t I ' '"' I\ p.EV TOV opov ElVaL TWV uLKatwv, 01TWS api;OV<J"l TLVES EV Tlf 71"01~Et, 

Efr' ovv {3EATLoVS EfrE XELpovs rvyx&.vovcrw ovus· To'is o' 071"WS 
wA.ovdcrovcrw, dT' ovv oovA.o( TlVWV OVTES ELrE KaL µ.~· TWV o' ~ 

e I \ \ 1\ le So' [3' < f < So' \ (;I ~ npo vµ.w npos TOV El\EV Epov UT/ lOV wpµ.71µ.Ev71· Ol uE Kai sVVuVO 
voµ.oBETovvrai npos lJ.µ.cpw {311.Enovus, EAEvBEpoC TE onws lJ.A.A.wv 

TE n6A.Ewv ~crovrat oecrn6rai· OL OE crocp6SraToL ws ofovrat npos 

1 Cp. 4 (7). l 5· 1334 a 16, XP~<r1-
µ01 a.; T&v cipeT&v ELCTL 7rpu> T~ll 
crxo'/l.ryv Kat a1aycuy~11, @v TE fl/ Tf/ 
uxo'Aii TO lpyov Kat @v fl/ Tll cicrxo
'A.{9. 

2 A striking passage quoted by 
Strabo from Ephorus (Ephor. 
Fragm. 67 : Miiller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 
I. 2 54) will illustrate this : Tryv 
µ<iv o?iv xwpav (Boeotia) £rrmve'i 
("E<j>opo>) aia raura, Ka{ cp1J<TL 7rpos 
rryeµov!av evcpv&s lxflv· ciywyfj a; 
Kat 7rmae!q. µry XPT/<Taµ€vovr, f'lret 
P.'lae TOU> de! 7rpo1crrnµ€vovr avTij>, 

el Ka{ 7rOTE KaTwpB©crav, f'fft µaKpov 
TOV xpovov cruµµe'ivm· Ka8arrep 
'ErraµELvwvoar faE1~e· TEAEuT~<ravro~ 
yap £Keivou Tryv heµovlav U7ro/3a'A.e'iv 
eU8us TOUS e,,{3alou> <TUVE/31], yrncra
µ€vovs avTijs µovov· a1nov OE elvai TO 
Aoywv Kat oµi'Aia> rijs 7rpos civ8pwrrous 
o'A.iywpijcrm, /J.01'1]> o' dmµeA.1)8i)vm 
Try> KaTa 'ffOAeµov apeTi)>. The 
histo1y of the Ottoman Turks 
explains what Ephorus and Aris
totle mean, though both Lacedae
monians and Thebans were very 
different from Turks. 
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ravra TE Kat ra roiavra fUµ.1Tavra, Els ~v OE olioev oiacpEpOVTW~ 
I '' ,J..lr lA ~\\> '~~~(.l\I TETLJJ.'Y/JJ.EVOV EXOVTES 'l'Pa~flV, E s 0 TalV~ avrois UH t-'l\E1TflV. 

K \ 0 , ~ , , , , .. c' , 8 ~ " ,, ,, 
i • VKOVV TO y 'Y/JJ.ETEpOi', w <;EVE, op ws av El'Y/ 1Tal\at 

rielµ.wov; 7rpos yap ~v ~cpaµ.w OELV aEl 1Tave' ~µ.'iv ra TWV 
f r.n I ' "> ~ St' ' I (: ~ f voµ.wv ,.:Jl\E1TOVT EWal, TOVTO u apET'Y/V 1TOV i;VVEXWPOVJJ-EV 1Tavv 

opBws A.lyE<r8at 1• 

Aristotle, we see, takes no notice of the view according to 
which wealth was the end of the State, to be secured even 
at the cost of freedom, if necessary, nor of that which saw 
everything in freedom 2, nor again of that which aimed at a 
combination of wealth, freedom, and empire; and his solution 
differs from that of Plato in substituting for virtue as the 
true aim of the State virtuous action and happiness. It is 
not surprising that in reference to a second-best State like 
that of the Laws, the question between the political life and 
the speculative life does not come up for solution: Plato 
had already dealt with this question in the Gorgias (500 
sqq.) and the Republic. In the latter dialogue he asserts 
even more strongly than Aristotle the inferiority of the 
political to the philosophical life (5 r9 D)-he seems almost 
to speak of the former as a necessary rather than a noble 
life {540 B)-:-but he will not hear of his philosophic 
guardians abjuring politics for philosophy (540 B). On this 
point he speaks more clearly than Aristotle. 

Aristotle's indifference to empire and hegemony contrasts 
significantly with the language of Thucydides in his Intro
duction. To Thucydides the interest and the greatness of 
Greek History increase pari passu with the rise of great 

1 Isocrates had said (De Pace, 
§ 19)-ap' ol,11 &v l~apKE<Tmll 1,µ<v, 
£1 Tr,v u rroA.111 ducf>nA.w~ olKotµ£11 
1eal Tll 7rEpl T0v {3inv EV7rop00-rEpot. 
y1y11oiµ£8a Kai Ta TE rrpo~ ryµa~ 
aVTOV~ oµovootµEll Kai rrapa TOl~ 
~EA.A.17u111 £vlioK1µo<µE11 ; lyw µiv yap 
1/yovµat TOVT<iJll vrrap~UVT<iJll TEAE<iJ~ 
TTJ" rroA.111 EVlJa1µovr,uE111. Dr.John
son seems rather to have felt with 
Aristotle. ' "Sir, the happiness of 
London is not to be conceived but 
by those who have been in it. I 
will venture to say there is more 

learning and science within the 
circumference of ten miles from 
where we sit, than in all the rest 
of the kingdom." Such was the 
dictum of Dr. Johnson, when he 
was seated with Boswell in the 
Mitre Tavern near Temple Bar' 
(Hare's \Yalks in London, r. 
xiii). 

2 Plato appears to 1:1se the words 
o lA.EvBEpo~ {jio~ in this passage in 
a different sense from that in 
which Aristotle uses the phrase 
o rou iA.rnOipov {jio~ (I 32 5 a I 9 ). 
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hegemonies in Greece. One would almost say that it seems 
to him to be the mission of the State to stand at the head 
of a league and to be the mistress of the seas; at all 
events, States interest him most when they are massed in 
great groups and set huge armaments afloat. To Aristotle, 
on the contrary, a State without a dependent ally may be 
as fully all that a State should be as a State with a thou
sand (Pol. 4 (7). 2. 1324 b 41 sqq.: 3. 1325b 23 sqq.). 
If the life which a State lives is of the due quality, it 
matters not whether it has relations with a single other 
State. It is obvious that the teaching of Aristotle on this 
point had a special applicability, whether he intended it 
or not, to the circumstances of Athens after the Social 
War, and especially after Chaeroneia. Her loss of depend
ent allies was no reason why she should cease to be a great 
State. 

Aristotle's treatment of the subject would have been Remarks 

more satisfactory if he had not mixed together the ques- ~?s~~!~ion. 
tions, what is the best life for the individual and what is 
the best life for the State. The quest of empire by a State 
is hardly the same thing as the quest of tyrannical autho-
rity by an individual, and it is one thing for an individual 
to abstain from active political life and quite another for 
a State to stand aloof from all relations with other com
munities. Even if we hold his conclusions to be right, 
they are reached in a wrong way. But his object was to 
insist on the parallel between the State and the individual : 
both are moral agents and the rule of duty is the same for 
both. He even goes so far as to say that the virtues of 
both are the same, though it is obviously impossible that 
the account given in the Nicomachean Ethics of the 
temperance ( <Twcppocr6v'Y/) of the individual can hold in all 
respects of that of the State. 

This is, however, a less important matter than the 
assertion that the State is no less bound than the indi
vidual human being to the exercise of moral and intel
lectual virtue. Aristotle's view is that, though the State 
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is a greater and nobler and completer thing than the 
individual, it is, like him, a subject of virtue and happiness, 
and marked out by the facts of its nature for a life devoted 
to the attainment of both; it must be brave, just, tem
perate, prudent, and philosophic, because otherwise it will 
not fulfil its nature or its appointed end. Its obligation 
to practise virtue in all its forms is based, not on its 
duty to its members or to mankind, but rather on its 
intrinsic nature and destination to be happy. 

No difference between the circumstances of the indivi
dual and the State is taken into consideration. The State 
is not to Aristotle, as to some later inquirers, under natural 
right, while the individual is under civil right. Civil right 
at its best is, on the contrary, in his view, identical with 
natural right. He does not even consider whether the fact 
that the State is the Whole, the individual a part of that 
Whole, affects the moral obligations under which they 
respectively rest-whether the Whole, having no larger 
unity to protect and care for it, and being a thing less easy 
to replace than the individuals composing it, may not 
reasonably take more account of its own preservation. We 
must bear in mind that Aristotle held the State bound to 
express in its constitution an ethical creed, and to bring the 
convictions of each of its members as far as possible into 
harmony with that creed. In fact, though he tacitly 
abandons the parallel which Plato draws in the Republic 
between the State and the soul of the individual human 
being, he still believes firmly in an analogy between indi
vidual and State and presses it too far. 

We have now clearly before us the life which the best 
State is to live-a varied life of arms, politics, and philo
sophy-and the next question is, what preliminary equip
ment must be asked of Fortune on its behalf, in order that 
the efforts of the legislator in his special work, the pro
duction of virtue by laws and education (4 (7). 13. 1332 a 
28-32), may not be wasted on ungenial soil or nullified by 
defects in the population and territory. For the States-
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man, like the weaver or the shipbuilder or the master of any 
other art, must be furnished at the outset with appropriate 
material to work upon (4 (7). 4. 1325 b 40 sqq.). 'Under 
the head of the preliminary equipment of the State, we 
come first to the question, what should be the number and 
character of the individuals constituting it, and what should 
be the extent and character of the territory' ( 1326 a 
5 sqq.). 

We must ask of Fortune in the first place a people The pre-
. h M "11 liminary ne1t er too scanty nor too numerous. any w1 say conditions 

that a State to be happy must be large, but, if so, it of the 

b 1 . f h l . l State : must e arge m respect not o t e mere y mstrumenta 1. a people 

and subsidiary classes-those concerned with necessary neither too 
scanty nor 

work-but in respect of those which are true parts of too nu-

the State. It must be 'short in the stalk and full in merous. 

the ear,' to put Aristotle's meaning briefly, if it is to be 
really a 'large State,' and not merely a populous one. 
And then again, experience tells us that exceedingly 
populous States can hardly be well-governed States, and 
this is confirmed by reasoning, for the ordering of an 
overwhelming multitude is work for God, not man, and 
what cannot be ordered well and beautifully cannot be 
so governed : beauty, in fact, is seldom found apart 
from a definite size and number. The most beautiful 
State is that which, while possessing magnitude, is not 
too large to be susceptible of order. Nay more, in
dependently of all considerations of beauty, the very 
nature and function of the State imposes on it certain 
maximum and minimum limits of size 1• It needs to be 
self-complete, not only in respect of necessaries, as is a 
nation (E8vo~·), but also in respect of things which contri-
bute to the higher life; it needs to have a constitution ; 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 9. IO. I 170 b 
29 sqq., rovs i5€ U'll'ovf!afovs 'll'OTEpov 
'll'AElurovs Kar' dp18µ6v, q eun n 
µfrpov Kat cpi"AtKov 71'Ary8ovs, &u'll'E p 
'll'OAECUS; ollrE yap lK fliKa dvBpw'll'CUV 
yi1101/ av 7!'0A1s, otlr' EK i5iKa µvpiaflcuv 
ln 'll'OAts lur{v. To fli 'll'Ouov ouK 

E<rrtv i'crw~ Ev Tt, dAACr Triiv rO µcra~U 
TLVWV wpiuµevcuv. KllL ¢i"ll.cuv flii 
E(]'Tt 71'Aij8o~· wpiuµivov, KaL focus ol 
7l'AEforo1 µE8' &Jv av flvvairo ns uv(ijv. 
The size of the State also, we 
note, is settled by fixing certain 
maximum and minimum limits. 
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and yet, if its population is excessively great, where will a: 
general be found capable of acting as its commander 1, or a 
herald capable of reaching it with his voice? Thus, while 
the name of State is deserved by any community numerous 
enough for good life 2, and a State which transcends this 
limit may deserve to be called a larger State, there is 
a maximum which it must not overpass, on pain of ceasing 
to be a State altogether. This maximum is fixed by con
siderations of good government. The citizens must not be 
too numerous to be acquainted with each other, or how will 
they be able to fill the magistracies aright or to arrive at 
correct judicial decisions 3 ? Besides, in an over-large citizen
body it is easy for the names of aliens to slip unobserved 
into the list of citizens. Aristotle accordingly fixes the 
ideal size of the State thus: 'the number of its citizens 
should be the largest possible with a view to completeness 
of life, provided only that it is not too large to be easily 
taken in at a view.' The phrase reminds us of the 
well-known passage in the Poetics, in which the plot 
of a tragedy is required to conform to certain limits of 
length, just as a beautiful animal must neither be too small 
nor too large-&CTrE oe'i' KaB&:rrEp hrl rwv CTW/J.<Lrwv Kal h-1 
rwv (0wv EXELV µ'Ev µ'yEBos, rovro oE- EVCTVV07TTOV E'ivai, ovrw 

KaL f7TL TWV µv8wv EXELV µE-v µ~KOS, TOVTO o' Evµv71µ6vEVTOV e'ivaL 

(Poet. 7. 1450 b 34-1451 a 15); and the same requirement 
of' magnitude that can be taken in at a view' is made with 
respect to a 'period' in composition (Rhet. 3. 9. 1409 a 36). 

Plato had already said that the many would expect the 
happy State to be as large and rich as possible, and to 
possess as great an extent of empire as possible, but would 
also desire it to be as good as possible-herein demanding 
things mutually incompatible, for a State cannot be at 
once exceedingly rich and exceedingly good (Laws 74z D-

1 Epaminondas, however, ac
cording to one account commanded 
in the Peloponnesus an army of 
70,000 men (Plutarch, Ages. c. 31: 
Thirlwall, 5. 95). 

2 Plato had said (Rep. 369 D) 

-fi') ()' &v q YE avayKmOTaT1] 7TDALS 
h nrrapwv ~ ?Tivu dv&pwv. This 
Aristotle intends tacitly to correct. 

3 A similar idea underlay the 
early conception of jury-trial (see 
Hallam, Middle Ages, c. 8, note 8). 
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743 A); he had also said that there is nothing better for 
a State than that its citizens should be known to one 
another, for otherwise men will not get their due either in 
respect of offices or justice (738 D-E); he had said, further, 
that the citizens must not be too numerous for the terri
tory, or too few to repel the attacks of neighbouring States, 
and to help them when wronged (737 C-D). These passages 
contain the germ, though only the germ, of Aristotle's 
chapter; he has, however, also before him two passages from 
orations of Isocrates ; one in which the Lacedaemonian king 
Archidamus recalls that the greatness of his State rests not 
on the size of the city or its populousness, but on the strict 
obedience rendered by the citizens to their rulers ( Archid. 
§ 8 I) ; the other, in which after allowing the vast services 
rendered by Athens both to its own citizens and to the 
Greeks generally, and the manifold pleasures of which it 
is the source, he dwells on one great drawback-oia yap 

rO µlyEfJos KaL T6 7rAij8os rWv fvolKoVvrwv oVK EVa-Vvo7rr6s 

~<TTW ovo' ihpi(3~s, ii.A.A.' !J<rnEp XHfMtppovs, O'TfWS liv f Ka<TTOIJ 

{moA.a(3ov<ra rVX'[l Kat TWV avepwnwv KaL TWV npayµ.arwv, 
f'I ' \ ~ 1 t " I ' ' { ~ ' OVTW KaTYJVEYKE, KaL uor;av EVLOLS TYJV EVaVT av TTJS 7rpO<TYJKOV<TTJS 

7TEpd8TJKEV (De Antid. §§ J 71-2). Phocylides had already 
said, not without wisdom :-

Kal ro8E <f.>ooKvALaov • 7TOAI~ EV UK07TEA<[' Kara Koup.ov 

olKEvua up.tKpr, Kp€uuoov Nlvov d¢pai11ovu11s:1• 

In selecting an ideal territory, again, no less than in 2. A terri

determining the size of the State, Aristotle keeps Plato's ~~~~no~;a. 
views before him (Laws 704 sqq.). racter. 

He asks for a territory, not rugged indeed, like that of 
Plato, but, like his, of varied character, capable of raising 
produce of all kinds 2, and thus complete in itself, so that 

1 Bergk, Poet. Lyr. Gr. fr. 5. 
2 Cp. Plato, Laws 704 C, and 

the description of Egypt in the 
Busiris of Isocrates (§§ 12-14), 
which may well have suggested to 
Aristotle many of the characteris
tics he desires the territory of his 
best State to possess. How much 
the word 1Tavro¢6pos: implies will 

best be seen if we read in the Anti
quitates Romanae of Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus (1. 36-37) the 
interesting passage in which he 
enumerates the immense variety of 
advantages possessed by the soil 
of Italy and the manifold services 
which it was capableofrendering to 
man. Dionysius, like Aristotle, 
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there shall be as little need as possible of imports or ex
ports or of the classes occupied in importing or exporting. 
We may imagine it to comprise sunny slopes for the 
cultivation of the vine and olive, and rich levels for the 
production of corn. It must be sufficient in extent to 
support the citizen-population in a liberal, yet temperate 
mode of life, without their needing to sacrifice the leisure 
designed for them-a mode of life as far removed from the 
'wassailing' ways of many Greek cities 1 as from the ascetic 
severity of Sparta. The territory must also be compact 
and well under the eye of the authorities, hard of entrance 
to foes 2

, though easy of exit for the forces of the State; 
and the city, which, unlike that of Plato's Laws 3, is to be 
situated not very far from the sea-coast, must be placed so 

prefers this variety of aptitude to 
the more monotonous merits of 
Egypt, Libya, and the Babylonian 
plain. Whether he was acquainted 
with this chapter of the Politics, 
we can hardly say. As to Italy, 
cp. Columella de Re Rustica 3. 8. 5. 
(quoted by Hehn, Kulturpftanzen, 
p. 394) : his tamen exemplis nimi
rum admonemur curae mortalium 
obsequentissimam esse Italiam, 
quae paene totius orbis fruges 
adhibito studio colonorum ferre 
didicerit. It was precisely because 
most of the regions occupied by 
the Greek race were better suited 
for certain crops than for others, 
that it came to be the sea-faring 
and commercial race which it to a 
large extent was. Aristotle and 
Plato, \\'ishing to make their ideal 
communities as little commercial 
as possible, asked for a territory 
capable of raising produce of all 
kinds. 

1 See Theopompus' descriptions 
of life in the Chalcidian cities of 
the Thrace-ward region (Fr. 149) : 
at Tarentum (Fr. 259, 260) : at 
Athens (Fr. 238). Theopompus, 
however, is perhaps somewhat 
prejudiced. The reference in the 
seventh of the letters ascribed to 
Plato to the luxury of I tali an and 

Sicilian life has already been noted. 
Philip of Macedon, according to 
Theopompus, won his hold of 
Thessaly by nothing so much as 
by his readiness to fall in \\'ith the 
taste of the race for loose jovial 
revels and coarse riotous fun 
(Fr. 178). See also Timaeus' 
description of life at Sybaris 
(Fr. 60: Mi.iller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 1. 
205). 

2 Compare Strabo's account of 
Egypt (p. 819, cp. p. 803, rnvT.'J ()£ 
Kat OV<TEL<T{3o'A6s l<TTL11 T, Ai'yv1TTD> 
fK Tfilv fwBLvWv -rOrrwv -r6Jv KaTa 

<Potvi1e7111 Kat T~11 'Iov<Jaiav). The 
same merit is ascribed by Socrates 
to Attica (Xen. Mem. 3. 5. 25, 
TOVTO ()', €¢71, J, IfrpLKAEL>, KUT011E7J071-
Ka>, OTL 1TpOKELTUL Try> xwpa> T,µ0011 <5pT/ 
µeyil'Aa 1ea8~Kovrn E1Tt T~11 Boui>Tia11, 
(),' 6J11 els T~11 xwpav EL<TolloL <TTEVOL 

\ ' ' , \ r1 , 
TE KUL r.pO<T011TEL> EL<TL, KUL OTL fl-E<TT/ 
lld(w<TTOL <5pe<TL11 £pvµvols; Kal µci'Aa, 
<¢71). As to Laconia, see Xen. 
Hell. 6. 5. 24. 

s The central city of the State 
founded by Plato in the Laws was 
to be ten miles from the sea. 
More than one of the chief cities 
of Crete, in which island this 
State is supposed to be founded, 
were situate at about this distance 
from the sea (Strabo, p. 476). 
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favourably in relation both to the sea and to the territory 1, 
and also to the continent (1330 a 34) on or near which it 
lies, that the State will at once be well supplied with 
necessaries, and also have all parts of its territory within 
easy reach of its forces. Security and plenty are the two 
objects to be kept in view (a<TcpaAELa Kal Ev1ropCa TWV avay

Katwv, 1327 a 19)· Plato had withdrawn his city from the 
sea and set it down in the centre of the territory (Laws 
745 B), because, though not unaware that a fleet is of 
value as a protection from foreign attack, he deliberately 
preferred that his State should take its chance of destruc
tion, rather than that it should incur the moral degeneracy 
and constitutional deterioration which he held to be in
separable from strength at sea (Laws 707 A-D). Isocrates 
also had traced how maritime empire had corrupted and 
ruined not only the Athenian but also the Lacedaemonian 
State (De Pace, §§ 75-105), and had helped to set afloat 
the famous saying-apx~ 8aA.a<T<T7JS apx~ KaKWV 2

• Aristotle, 
on the contrary, desires to be near the sea. He feels 
strongly-more strongly than Plato-the value of a mari
time position both for the supply of commodities and for 
military strength, defensive and offensive-the fate of 
Plataea, Orchomenus, and Thebes, inland cities, and the 
narrow escape of Sparta (1330 b 34) were perhaps present 
to his mind, contrasted with the successful resistance of 
Byzantium and Perinthus to Philip 3-and he also holds 
that the moral and constitutional drawbacks of nearness 
to the sea can be readily obviated. His city is to be 
placed at a short distance from the coast, like Athens, and 
to possess, not indeed a Peiraeus, an emporium for all 

1 Strabo notices the excellence 
of the communications of Alex
andria with the interior of Egypt 
as well as with other countries ; 
the Mareotic lake behind it 
brought it a far larger mass of 
imports than the sea in its front 
(p. 793). 

2 De Pace, § IOI. On the 
other side of the question-the 
value of a Baf..a11CT0Kparla-see 

Wilamowitz, Philolog. Untersuch
ungen 4. 222, who refers to Athen. 
Deipn. 8. 334. 

3 Compare also the remark of 
Dercyllidas to the partisans of the 
Lacedaemonians at Sestos (Xen. 
Hell. 4. 8. 5)-Kairoi, €¢11, 7ro'iov 
p.£v av lrrxvpoT£pov ~l'}CTTOV Aa{3om; 
xwpiov,'ffotov (]£ fJvCT1roAtopKl'}TDT£pov; 
8 Kat vEwv Kat 7rE(wv fJE'irai, d p.if..f..n 
7rOAIOpK1J8~CTECT8a1. 
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surrounding States, swarming with alien traffickers, but 
a modest port, adequate for the transmission of commo
dities from the territory or from other States, well guarded 
by walls to prevent its being seized by foes and used 
against the capital, and serving as a residence for the few 
alien merchants needed by the community, who might be, if 
necessary, strictly prohibited from entering the city 1• His 
State was to have, indeed, not only a port but a fleet, 
whose magnitude would depend on the nature of its policy; 
it would not, however, need on this account to have a mob 
of sailor-citizens (vaVTlKOS ox>..o~). as Plato supposed, to 
dominate and ruin its constitutional life (Laws 707 A), 
for the fleet could be manned by slaves or serfs, like 
that of Heracleia on the Euxine 2• Aristotle is evidently 
quite willing, on this understanding, to allow of even a 
large fleet. 

3. A people As to the character which those who are to be the 
of a given citizens (ro 7TOAlTlKOV 7TAn8os, 1327 b I 8) of the best State 
character. ., 

should inherit from Nature, he asks, not for a population 
resembling in character the barbarous races of Europe 3 

and those of chilly regions generally 4-full of spirit (8vµ.6s) 

1 We may perhaps gather from 
Theopompus' account of Byzan
tium (Fr. 65), what democracy 
was like in a busy Greek seaport, 
thronged with traders, though we 
must bear in mind that his sym
pathies were the reverse of demo
cratic. Rhodes, though a seaport. 
seems to have been a well-ordered 
State, and Massalia also. But 
Aristotle is probably thinking of 
the Peiraeus, the home of many 
foreign worships and the channel 
through which they found their 
way into Attica (Haussoullier, Vie 
Municipale en Attique, p. 189). 

2 According to Isocrates,indeed 
(De Pace,§§ 48, 79), the Athenian 
fleet at the time of the Peloponne
sian \Var was manned by aliens 
gathered from the whole of Greece 
and by slaves. The idea of Aris
totle had already occurred to J a
son of Pherae (Xen. Hell. 6. 1. I 1). 

3 A distinction appears to be 
drawn in the passage referred to 
in the text (c. 7. 1327 b 20 sqq.) 
between Ta ?Tepl TT,v Evpwmw •e1171 
and To Twv 'EA>.1)110011 y.ivM, which 
would seem to imply that Hellas 
was not regarded by its author as 
forming part of Europe. In Phys. 
5. 1. 224 b 21, 1<al els TrJV Ei.•pwmw, 
on p.ipM al 'ABijvai Tijs Ei.•pW7r7Jf, 
we find the contrary Yiew ex
pressed, but Prantl is inclined to 
consider these words as an inter
polation, for reasons connected 
with the interpretation of the pas
sage (see his critical note on it, 
p. 236 of his edition of the Phy
sics). 

4 So Plato (Rep. 435 E) ascribes 
the spirited type of character to 
' the inhabitants of Thrace and 
Scythia, and generally to those 
who live in the Northward re
gions.' 
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and courage, but defective in intelligence and contriving 
skill (owvoCa> Kal Tlxv71>, 1327 b 24 1

), and hence though 
free, for spirit is the source of independence ( apxiKOV Kal 

a~TTl)TOV, 4 (7 ). 7. I 328 a 7: cp. Eth. Nie. 4. I I. II 26 b I), 

destitute of constitutional organization (coroi\.frwrn), and 
unequal to the exercise of supremacy over their neigh
bours 2 ; nor again for an Asiatic population possessed 
of intelligence and ingenuity but wanting in spirit, and 
therefore tending to lose their freedom 3 ; but for a 
Greek population with qualities answering to the mid
way geographical position of Greece, on the edge of 
Europe, yet bordering on Asia, and combining the two 
essential characteristics, spirit and intelligence. For though 
all Greek stocks did not possess this completeness of 
endowment, some falling short in the one direction and 
others in the other, it was, so Aristotle held, a general 
characteristic of the race to be strong in both ways 4, with 

1 Grote (History of Greece, 12. 
358 n.) explains the word rix111J> 
by 'powers of political com
bination,' but perhaps its mean
ing is wider (cp. rq11LK<Jupov, Pol. 
I. 9. 1257 b 4). Still the political 
art (3. 12. 1282 b 14-16) is one of 
the many which these races do 
not possess, and it is probably 
present among others to Aristotle's 
mind in this passage. The view is 
put forward in Probl. 14. 15. 9rn a 
26 sqq. that timid natures are 
more given to investigate, and 
therefore are wiser, than those of 
an opposite character (oia ri o! £11 
ro'i> tiEpµo'i> rorroi> uorpwupoi Eluiv 
~ Ell TOLS '<frvxpo'i> ; .•. rravraxov o; 
ol rpo{3ovµE11oi rwv 8appov11rwv µiiA.A.ov 
imxflpovui (11u'iv, w<ru Kal Evpiu
Kovui µiiA.A.ov : cp. also Prob!. l 4. 
8. 909 b 9 sqq.: and 14· 16. 910 a 
38). We learn from the De Par
tibus Animalium, that the same 
thinness and wateriness of the 
blood, which in moderation was 
thought to produce intelligence, in 
excess produces cowardice (De 
Part. An. 2. 4. 650 b 18 sqq.). 

2 For it is intelligence ( lltclvoia) 

that confers the right to rule and 
the capacity to rule aright (Pol. l. 
2. 1252 a 31 sq.). 

3 Plato's view of the Egyptian 
and Phoenician character is much 
the same (Laws 747 C). Com
pare also Plutarch, De Vitioso 
Pudore, c. 10, rra11rE> ol rryv 'Arriav 
KaroiKovvrH £11l oov:>.Evovuiv d118pw-
7T<Jl Ota TO µry ovvarr8ai µiav ElrrELV 
rryv Ou uvA.:>.a(3fiv. Strabo repeats 
N earchus' praises of the rpiA.onxvia 
of the Indians (p. 717) and, follow
ing Homer, ascribes a similar apti
tude to the Phoenicians (p. 757). 
The Greek conception of the bar
barians of the North, on the other 
hand, is illustrated by statues such 
as that of the dying Gaul (mis
called the dying Gladiator), and 
by heads of barbarians such as 
the well-known one in the British 
Museum. See also Seneca de 
Jra, I. II : 3. 3· 

4 A similar EUKpauia is traced 
by Aristotle in man as compared 
with the lower animals (De Gen. 
An. 2. 6. 744 a 30). So the west 
wind is pleasantest, partly because 
it is well-tempered (Et!Kparo>) : cp. 
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the result that it was not only free but under better 
political institutions than any other, and would even be 
competent to rule all other races, if amalgamated under 
one constitution. Unlike Plato, who had allowed spirit to 
find expression in one class of his Republic and intelli
gence in another, and had trusted for success to the 
co-operation of three classes, each possessed of only partial 
excellence 1, Aristotle holds that spirit and intelligence 
must meet in each individual citizen, if the State is to 
be the 'best State.' To make this requirement is indeed, 
in Aristotle's view, merely to insist on a type of character 
already realized by the Hellenic race. 

We note, first, in reference to this interesting review of 
the varieties of national character as they broadly presented 
themselves to the mind of Aristotle, the fixity he ascribes 
to the main outlines of European and Asiatic character. 
This is quite in harmony with his general impression that 
the future has few new developments in store. In just the 
same way he is convinced that the hexameter is the only 
metre for an epic or any long poem (Poet. 24. I459 b 31-
1460 a 5). Isocrates, who had said in his Panegyric 
Oration (§ 50) that the name of Hellene had come to 
indicate a form of culture rather than extraction, could 
have taught him better. Aristotle's language appears, 
on the contrary, to imply that no race but the Hellenic 
has any chance of realizing the best State. We see, how
ever, that if the division of mankind into Greeks and bar-

Probl. 26. 3r. 943b 23, tJ7rp&irov µiv 
on ifxn rryv roil dipos- Kpacnv; ovrE 
yap B•pµos- .•• ol:TE tvxp6s- ••• 
dAJ\' iv µeBopice E7Tt rwv tvxpwv 
ical Bepµwv wvwµarwv· ynrviwv lli 
aµ<f>o'iv TryS' llvvaµEwS' UVTWV KOLVWvei, 
a,o KaL ElJKparO~ iurt Kal 7TVEL Eapo~ 
µaf..1ara (Pro bl. 26. 3 r. 943 b 
2 I sqq.). The fLEcTT) apµovia (the 
Dorian) is Greek (Pol. 5 (8). 7. 
1342 b 14 sqq.). 

1 It should be noticed, how
ever, that the highest class in the 
Republic consists of men who are 
not singled out and distinguished 

from the second (or soldier) class, 
till they have attained the age 
of twenty, and have shown them
selves worthy of further edu
cation and of advancement to 
the highest class (see Plato, Rep. 
537 A sqq., and Sus.2

, Note 182). 
They also, like Aristotle's citizens, 
will have begun by being BvµoELlJE'is
and have left that stage behind. 
Still they commence their special 
education at the early age of 
twenty, and therefore are severed 
from the soldier-class much sooner 
than the citizens of Aristotle. 
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barians still holds its ground, notwithstanding Plato's 
censure of it in the Politicus (262 C sqq.), the barbarian 
world is falling apart (cp. Plato, Rep. 435 E) into two 
strongly contrasted halves-the barbarians of Europe and 
those of Asia, or perhaps more exactly, those of cold 
and those of hot climates-marked off from each other 
by profound differences of character. Something, there
fore, has been gained, though justice has hardly been 
done to nations of Asiatic origin, such as the Carthaginian, 
which were certainly not wanting in 'spirit' and love of 
independence, and whose form of government is praised 
by Aristotle, or again to European races like the Itali of 
the tenth chapter, which possessed at least one institution 
valued by Aristotle (c. ro. 1329 b 5 sqq.)-to say nothing 
of the Romans and the Jews, with whom Aristotle was 
probably only imperfectly acquainted, if at all. The con
trast of Europe and Asia still exists, though, thanks, in 
part, to Greece, we should no longer be correct in drawing 
it as Aristotle draws it. Europe has become the chief 
home of 'thought and contriving skill,' and, if Asia has 
fallen into the rear, the element of ·spirit ' in its character 
has certainly been strengthened by Mahometanism. 

Aristotle, knowing little of Rome and perhaps under
rating Carthage, overestimated the strength of the Greek 
race in comparison with that of others. Could the Greek 
race, united in one State, have conquered even Italy and 
Carthage, to say nothing of ruling them? Aristotle 
thought that it was equal to this task (1327 b 32) 1 ; and 

1 Mr. Eaton compares Hdt. 9. 2, 
where the Thebans advise Mar
donius to create disunion in 
Greece by bribing its leading men 
-KaTa p.ev yap To luxvpov "EXX1J-
11aS' op.o</JpOVEOVTaS', Ot7TEp Kat 7TUpOS' 
TUVTll lylvwuKov, xaXma Ell/at 7TEP'" 
yivEu8at KaL a7TaU' av8pw7TOLUL, 
Justin, epitomising Trogus Pom
peius, who here, no doubt, re
produced some Greek historian 
-Ephorus or Theopompus, very 
probably - speaks of Greece in 

VOL. I. y 

the earlier days of Philip of Mace
don as 'etiam nunc et viribus et 
dignitate orbis terrarum princi
pem' (Hist. Phil. Epit. 8. 4. 7)
an expression less strong than 
Aristotle's, but in the same vein. 
Aristotle may have derived the 
idea of 'the union of Greece under 
one constitution ' from the policy 
of Philip at the Congress of Corinth, 
of which Justin thus speaks : 'ibi 
pacis legem universae Graeciae 
pro meritis singularum civitatium 
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as to Macedon, he probably shared the opinion which his 
relative and disciple, Callisthenes, was imprudent enough 
to express, when, at a banquet of Macedonian leaders 
and in the presence of Alexander, he ascribed the victory 
of Macedon to the discords of Greece (Hermipp. Fragm. 
49: Mi.iller, Fr. Hist. Graec. 3. 47). Aristotle may have 
overestimated the strength of the Greek race, yet we must 
not forget that it was a great thing once for all to break, 
as he did, with the traditions of the popular ethnology 
of the day 1, which tended to idealize the races lying at 
the extreme limits of the known world-Hyperboreans, 
Scythians, Indians, Ethiopians, and the like-and boldly 
to say that the central race, the Greek, was in reality the 
noblest. 

Aristotle has now determined what initial equipment 
(xopryyta) or Matter (iJA.71) to ask of Fortune for the best 
State, and his next step is ( c. 8) to enumerate and place 
in the right hands the various 7rpa£cis, or activities, the 
due discharge and exchange of which is essential to the life 
of a State. 

He begins by drawing a strong distinction between 
what we may call the nucleus and the appendages of the 
State. In all natural wholes (ra Kara <f>vaw crvvEcrrwra), and 
therefore in the State, not all those things without which 
the whole cannot exist are parts of it. Parts must have 
some one thing in common, and so must Kowwvot, whether 
their shares are equal or not. But when one element is 
the means and another the end-as, for instance, the art 
of the builder is the means, and the house the end
they cannot have the one thing in common which is 
necessary to make them parts of a single \Vhole. The 
house cannot exist without the art of the builder, but the 
house and the art of the builder do not form parts of 
a single Whole; they have nothing in common except that 

statuit,consiliumque omnium veluti 
unum senatum ex omnibus legit' 
(Hist. Phil. Epit. 9. 5. 2). 

1 See Ephor. Fragm. 76 sub fin.: 
Muller, Fr. Hist. Gr. I. 257. 
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the builder makes and the house is made ; they are only 
so far related to each other as that which acts upon a 
thing is related to the thing upon which it acts 1. So 
property, animate or inanimate, is necessary to the State, 
but no part of it, for the State is a society of men like 
to each other, and the one thing in common which holds 
them together is a common pursuit of the best attainable 
life. But as the best attainable life is the life of happiness, 
and happiness is an actualization and complete exercise 
of virtue, and as many cannot fully share in this life and 
others cannot share in it at all, we see how varieties 
of constitution necessarily arise. Aristotle perhaps re
members that some constitutions admitted to power not 
only those who could live the life of happiness, but in 
larger or smaller numbers those who could not live it. 
We inf er, though Aristotle does not go on to draw 
this moral, that the best State will be careful not to 
admit to power any but those who can attain to virtue 
and happiness. A human being, for instance, who is 
fit for nothing higher than to be an animate article of 
property, must not be made a part of the best State. 

After these introductory remarks, Aristotle proceeds to List of 

obtain (1328 b 2 sqq.) by a rapid review of society the ~t~~~sary 
list of elements or yEv-ri necessary to a State to which de_Iiber

reference has already been made (above, p. 97). He ~~~~i=rd 
includes in his enumeration cultivators, handicraftsmen, functions 

a fighting class, a well-to-do class, priests, and men capable ;?~e~0t~e 
of deciding questions relating to things necessary and artdisans, . ~~m 

expedient for the State ( KpLTaL TWV avayKaLWV Kat croµ.<fH:p6v- cultivators, 

rwv) 2• We have already seen that he refuses to adopt the ~~~s:v!~~o 
serve the 1 How far this is, may be cp. Pol. l. 5. 1254 a 22 : 4 (7). 14. State in 

gathered from De Gen. et Corr. 1333 a 32: Polyb. 5. 49.6, aogaJITO> war. 
I. 7. 323 b 29 sqq., d;>.A' f7TfL ov TO ai TOL> 7TOAAOL> 'Emy.ivovs; avay1m16-
Tvxov 7TErpv1<E 7TUCT)(HV 1<al Trouiv, dXX' TEpa 1<al CTvp.rpopwnpa X.iyELv. Com-
Oua q €va11Tla iaTlv ~ £11avrlCiJ<rtv pare a]so Xen. Mem. 3. 6. 13, &AA, 
£xei, civciyKTJ Kai. TD ?Totoilv Kat TO IKcivov yE rot, E¢TJ, ala' Ori oVK. ~µtl\17-
'Tf'&.uxov rciJ yfvct µEv Oµor.ov flvat. Kal. 1<as,dAA' fuKe'\/tat,7rOuovxp6vo11LKa116s 
TaVTO, Tei> a• fiaH avoµ.otoV Kat /vav• fonv o El< Tij> xwpa> yiyvop.evos; CTLTOS 
TLoV K,T.A. l3taTp.irpnv T~V 7TOAtV, l<UL 7TOO'OV Els 

2 For the distinction between Tov lviavTov 7Tpocrl3e'imi, Iva µ~ Tov-
things necessary and expedient, Tov YE A&Bn CTE rron ~ rroX" lvl3£~~ 

yz 
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democratic plan of allowing cultivators, traders, and handi
craftsmen a share in deliberative and judicial functions. We 
pass, then, to the next class, the fighting class (To µaxiµol'). 
Are soldiers to be accorded these functions, or, in other 
words, are the functions of soldiering, on the one hand, 
and of deliberating and judging, on the other, to be placed 
in the same hands? Not at the same time: the same 
persons are to discharge both sets of functions, but 
successively. This is the course which justice and 
expediency and a regard for the safety of the State 
dictate. It would seem, however, from c. 9. 1329 a 30-
~7rEL OE oivprirai TO 7r0ALTLKOV Els ouo µip71, rnvr' ~<TTl T6 TE 

o7rA.mKov Kat To ;3ovA.EvnK6v-that the military order is 
accounted part of the citizen-body 1, not quite consistently 
with the definition of citizenship in the Third Book, which 
makes a share in deliberative and judicial office the note of 
the citizen. 

Then we come to the well-to-do class (To dmopov). Wealth 
is for the citizens, so that this class and the citizen-body must 
coincide. Plato in the Republic had not only included his 
third, or business, class (To XPriµan<TnK6v) in the citizen-body, 
but had made this section of the citizen-body the owners 
of all the land. Aristotle insists that the citizens must be 
owners of the land, and that none must be citizens, or 
consequently own land, save those who possess virtue 2_ 

Lastly, as to the priests. We must employ citizens to 
pay honour to the gods, and if we assign the priesthoods 
of the State to citizens who are too old for political service, 

y•vop.Ev'), dAA.' ELCJws lfxns vrr€p Trull 
avayKnlwv uvp.{3ovA•vwv Tll rroAH 
f3o'JBEiv TE Kai <rw(Eiv avTryv : and 
Strabo, p. 235, ol rraA.awl p.Ev TOV 
KaAAous Trys 'Poop.')S whywpovv, rrpos 
CDl.A.ois p.Ei(ouL Kai dvayKaLOTEpOLS ,, 
OJ/TES, 

1 Yet we are told inc. 12. 1331 b 
4, that 'the body of individuals 
composing the State (To rrA.T,Bos 
Trys rroAEU>S) is divided into priests 
and magistrates,' and in c. 13. 
JJ32 a 34 it is said that in the 

best State of Aristotle 'all the 
citizens share in the constitution,' 
which the soldiers can hardly be 
said to do. 

2 It was a common saying in 
Greece that Plutus was blind, and 
Demetrius the Phalerean had 
added that his guide Fortune was 
blind also (Diog. Laert. 5. 82). 
In Aristotle's best State this would 
not be the case, for wealth would 
go to those who would use it 
aright. 
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we shall fitly provide both for the worship of the gods and, 
for the repose of the aged. 

Aristotle, then, decides in favour of dividing the State The dis-
• t ' d 1 · h f · f 1 · tinction m o yr:v71, an not on y gives t e unctions o cu bvators,. between 

handicraftsmen, and day-labourers to a class marked off some 

f h ·1· d · 1 b 1 k ff classes perrom t e m1 1tary an governing c asses, ut a so mar s o . manent, be-

the last- named class from the military class and the tween 
• others tem-

holders of priesthoods. , porary. 

In all this he intentionally departs from the practice of Advanft-th' 
·ages o is 

the Athenian and other democracies, which made over arrange-

deliberative and judicial functions not only to men con- ment. 

cerned with necessary work, but also to men whose age, 
he held, unfitted them for their proper discharge. Aris-
totle's desire, on the contrary, is to reserve these functions 
for those who are unfitted for them neither by occupation 
nor by age-for men in the prime of their powers, neither 
too old nor too young. He has before him, on the one 
hand, the examples of Egypt and Crete ( c. 10 ), where the 
tillers of the soil were marked off from the soldiers of the. 
State ; on the other, such utterances of popular wisdom as 
the line-

or the verses of Ion of Chios in praise of the Laconian 
State:-

Ou yap l'l.6yoir AaKaiva 7rvpyovrai miXir, 
dXl'I.' E{JT' ,, ApT]r vwxµ.or lp.7rE<T"[/ CTTpan1>, 

{3ovX;, µ.€v &pxn, xElp (f lrrE~•pya(ETm 2. 

The powers of the popular assembly at Athens, it must 
be remembered, were not confined, like those of the people 
in most modern democracies, to the selection of the legis
lators and rulers of the State ; it held in its hands the 
whole administration of affairs. It was no doubt largely 
made up of the persons whom Aristotle would disqualify 

1 See Leutsch and Schneidewin, 
Paroemiogr. Gr. 1. p. 436 : 2. pp. 
167, 419: and cp. Strabo, p.675. 

2 Ion Chius, Fragm. 1 I (Miiller, 
Fr. Hist. Gr. z. 49)· 
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on grounds of occupation or of age. The contrast of the 
older and younger citizens, again, is one that often comes 
to the surface in Greek history 1• 

Aristotle, who holds with Plato (Laws, 653 A) that 
<f>p6v71<ris comes only with years 2, wishes to reserve deliber
ative and judicial work for mature minds. Even, indeed, 
at Athens, though men became members of the assembly 
at the age of 20, they could not be elected to the Boule 
or placed on dicasteries till they were 30, nor could they 
act as public arbitrators (oiair71ral) if they were under 50. 
At Sparta membership of the assembly was withheld till 30 
years of age were attained. On the other hand, the tenure 
of office by men in extreme old age, to which Aristotle and 
Plato both object, probably seldom occurred in demo
cracies; it would be far more frequent in oligarchies, or 
in constitutions like the Lacedaemonian, under which many 
important positions were held for life. 

To expect the military class-a class which has the 
power to maintain or overthrow at will the institutions 
of the State ( 1329 a r 1 )-to accept a position of permanent 
subjection, as Plato in the Republic expects it to do, is 
in Aristotle's opinion to expect too much : he provides, 
therefore, that it shall be transferred to the work of 
governing, when years and experience of being ruled 
have developed the virtues of the ruler. We shall thus, 
he holds, not only content a formidable class, but also 
secure good soldiers and good rulers. Youth is the age 
for war, deliberation is work for mature men 3• In saying 

1 See the interesting story of 
the conflict between the older and 
younger citizens of Termessus in 
Pisidia (Diod. 18. 45-47 : Thirl
wall, 7. 233 sq.). The younger 
men forgot the interest of their 
city in their generous devotion to 
their leader, Alexander's general 
Alcetas ; Aristotle would say that 
they showed Bvµ.os, not rppovT/<ns. 
Thirlwall refers to a similar feud 
at Gortyna in Crete between the 
7rpHr(3vupo1 and v£wupo1 (Polyb. 4. 
53), and adds-' In the siege of 

Florence in I 530 we find the 
giovant" and veccht" taking opposite 
sides '-referring to Varchi, Storia 
Fiorentina, I. xii. princ. The same 
division of opinion appears at 
Sparta (Thirlwall, 8. 142, 226). 

2 Cp.Eth.Nic.2.r.uo3a15sqq. 
8 Charicles, one of the Thirty 

Tyrants, in reply to an inquiry of 
Socrates, up to what age men 
were to be accounted young, said
~ Ouov7r£p xpovov {3ovA£VHV OVK E~f(J'
Ttv, ws ov'Tl"oo cppovlµois ol,uc p.T/8£ 
(J'V l3taX.£yov V£6lTEpots TptaKOVTa 
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this, Aristotle does not, like those whom Ulysses criticises 
in the passage of Shakspeare's Troilus and Cressida to 
which we have already referred (above, p. 305, note), 'count 
wisdom as no member of the war,' if we understand by 
' wisdom' military skill : what he denies to his ' younger 
men ' is cf>p6v71cns, a totally different thing. He wishes the 
citizen-rulers of his State to have been soldiers, but to 
be so no longer. Rule is not for the soldier. ' Cedant 
arma togae.' The capacity for ruling is a totally different 
thing from the capacity for fighting. On the other 
hand, the State must place its soldiers in a position that 
will content them; otherwise its peace will be in peril. 

The military organization of Aristotle's State would, 
however, apparently, be on a small scale. The number 
of his citizens cannot, it would seem from his language 
in 2. 6. 1265 a 13 sqq., be intended nearly to reach that of 
the citizens in the State of the Laws (5040) ; yet even if 
we take their number to be 5000 and allow two sons 
to each, we should hardly obtain more than a moderate 
number within the military age. Plato and Aristotle, 
however, agree in this, that they desire their citizens to 
possess military aptitude and experience, and yet refuse 
to make military service the crowning pursuit of their 
life. They neither approve a State whose citizens shrink 
from military service and hand it over to mercenaries, like 
some States of the day (Isocr. de Pace, § 43 sqq.), nor yet 
a State like the Lacedaemonian, where military prowess 
was everything. 

The employment of this force is subject to the limi
tations imposed by Aristotle on War. War, he says1, 
adopting the view expressed by Plato in the Laws 
(628 E), is ·for the sake of peace'; but a little later, 

ir;;,11 (Xen. Mem. I. 2. 35). But 
Plato counts men of 40 among 11€oi 
(Laws 951 E) ; and Aristotle 
speaks not of "'°' but vEwr• poi. 
Susemihl, indeed, seems to think 
that Aristotle intended military 
service to be rendered up to the 
fiftieth year (Sus.2

, Einleitung, p. 

50), and it is true that in the Re
public (539 E) men seem to be 
accounted 11€01 up to that age. 
According to a writer in the Times 
(June 26, I 882) ' the age of 50 
in a Turk is not far removed from 
dotage.' 

I 4 (7). 14• 1333 a 35• 
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consciously or not, he seems somewhat to relax this 
limitation (4 (7). 14. 1333 b 38-1334 a 2), for he 
now allows of three aims in war : - I. self- defence 
against subjugation by others; 2. hegemony exercised 
for the benefit of the ruled, not indiscriminate despotic 
empire exercised over others, whether deservedly or not; 
3. despotic authority over those who deserve to be so 
ruled 1• This enumeration omits wars waged in defence 
of allies, but it is wide enough to be accepted by any 
conqueror, however ambitious, who might be willing to 
adjust his methods of rule to the claims of the States 
subjugated by him. 

As to the financial organization of his State, Aristotle 
says nothing in what we have of the Politics, though it is 
evident that the maintenance of a fleet would be impossible 
without a considerable revenue. A large revenue, indeed, 
was becoming every day more essential for military 
strength of any kind. States depending, as the Athenian 
and Lacedaemonian States had done and as Aristotle's 
State was to do, on purely citizen troops were coming to 
be out of date. Syracuse fought Carthage, and Carthage 
Syracuse, with forces partly citizen and partly mercenary. 
Macedon employed mercenaries as well as Macedonians. 
But the employment of mercenaries was costly. The 
relations of the leading States of Greece Proper with Persia 
in the fourth century B.C. illustrate the financial weakness 
of these States, but neither Plato nor Aristotle seem quite 
to have recognized their significance, though Aristotle 
shows by his remarks in the eleventh chapter of the First 
Book of the Politics that he was not unaware of the im
portance of the subject. 

1 Compare Cicero's account of 
the just causes of war (de Rep. 
3· 23. 34-5) : 'nullum bellum 
suscipi a civitate optima nisi aut 
pro fide aut pro salute.' A little 
further on, he adds-' extra ulci
scendi aut propulsandorum hos
tium causam bellum geri iustum 
nullum potest,' which seems to 

give a somewhat wider scope to 
war. As the remark immediately 
follows-' noster autem populus 
sociis defendendis terrarum iam 
omnium potitus est '-he is appa
rently ready to justify the wars 
which resulted in the world-wide 
rule of Rome. 
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The control of the State, we see, will rest in the hands 
of the citizens of mature age. These will also for the most 
part own the land and rule the households of the State, 
for the male citizen is not to marry till 37 years of age. 
They will be qualified to rule over freemen, for they 
will have had a long experience of being ruled. Their 
education and their period of military service will also 
have prepared them to fill their position aright. They 
will pass their years of maturity in political activity and 
philosophical speculation, after the fashion of Archytas 
at Tarentum; and when the vigour of their years is over, 
they will be withdrawn from these occupations, for the 
State might suffer from their infirmities, and they will then 
be eligible for the priesthood. Thus in Aristotle's scheme, 
one and the same individual is to take on himself suc
cessively the functions of soldier, statesman, and priest. 
We observe that both Plato and Aristotle fear to trust 
very old men with political power. The history of the 
Papacy may be quoted against them, perhaps not alto
gether conclusively; at any rate they are right as to the 
general rule. 

The selection of superannuated citizens to serve as priests Remarks 

will be less surprising to us, if we bear in mind not only ~~tl~~i~ln
that priesthoods were commonly regarded in Greece in the gular ar

light of dignified sinecures 1, but also that advanced age ~i~~e:~nt 
was held to be a recommendation for the office. 'The sp~ct hto thde 

pnest oo •. 
service of the gods was supposed to demand clean hands 
and in some degree a pure heart ... Even celibacy was 
frequently required; but in many instances the same 
end was more wisely pursued by the selection either of 
the age in which the passions are yet dormant, or that in 
which they have subsided 2.' Aristotle chose the latter, 

1 Cp. Isocr. ad Nicocl. § 6, 
TaVTT}> ae rij> avwµ.a'Aias Kat rijs 
rapaxij> atru)v lunv on rryv fJaui
XEiav &u7r£p L£PWCTVV1JV 7raVTO> avapo> 
£lvai voµ.i(ovuiv, ~ raw dv8pw7rivwv 
7rpayµ.arwv µ.€yiur6v lun Kat 7rAeiu
T1J> 7rpovoias a£6µ.evov. Aristotle 
also connects the sacrificial wor-

ship of the gods with relaxation 
(dvcirra11uis, Pol. 4 (7). 9. 1329 a 
32: cp. Eth. Nie. 8. 1 l. l 160 a 
24), and none have a better right 
to repose and relaxation than 
those whom he makes priests. 

2 Thirlwall, History of Greece, 
I. 204. 
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herein following the example of Plato in the Laws (7 59), 
where priests and priestesses are required to be not less 
than sixty years of age 1• Plutarch, on the other hand, 
wrote a treatise (An Seni sit gerenda respublica) in favour 
of old statesmen dying in harness, like Cato the Censor, 
one reason which weighs with him being the fear of their 
needing to descend from politics to less noble employ
ments. He does not seem to be aware of Aristotle's 
suggestion, which would at all events have met this 
particular difficulty. Aristotle had perhaps noticed that 
in many cases the heroic kingship of Greece had subsided 
into a priesthood (Pol. 3. 1 4. I 285 b 16), and thought 
that the life of his magistrates might well close in the 
same way. His plan appears to imply a priesthood dedi
cated to priestly duties exclusively, not one adding to 
them, as was often the case in Greece 2, other occupations 
and interests. He did not probably intend to abolish 
priestesses: in Greece there were commonly as many 
female as male ministers of religion 3• Priests \rnuld not 
in Aristotle's State possess as great an influence or occupy 
as paramount a position as that which Plato gives in the 
Laws to some members of the order (especially the priests 
of Apollo) : in the Politicus, on the contrary, he is very 
decided in marking off their functions from those of states
men (Polit. 290 C sqq.). 

Principle It must be remembered that in all this Aristotle has 
underlying h I S . Th . . 1 h" h d l" h" Aristotle's t e idea tate m view. e pnnc1p e w 1c un er 1es is 
distribu~ion scheme of social and political organization is the adjust
of functions f f . · 4 d f · ' h in his best ment o unct10n to capacity an o 'instruments to bot . 
State. It is a sound one, whatever we may think of his application 

of it. 
1 Compare Dionysius of Hali

carnassus' commendation of the 
regulations of Romulus with 
respect to the Roman priesthood 
(Antiqq. Rom. 2. 21). In the Re
public (498 C) Plato recommends 
that men should make philosophy 
the main occupation of the last 
years of life, when there is no Jon-

ger strength for political activity. 
" Thirlwall, I. 203. 
3 Thirlwall, I. 204. 
4 In the Fourth Book functions 

appear to be distributed rather 
according to capacity than accor
ding to 'contribution' (4 (7). 9· 
1329 a 8 sq.). The two things, 
however, do not lie far apart. 
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The happiest State, he holds, is that in which the 
highest things are willingly left to the highest and best 
prepared natures, in which a body of men exists in a 
position to live, and living, for all that is best and noblest 
in human life, and in which natures unable to live that 
life ask nothing better than to grow in virtue by aiding 
others to live it and accepting their rule 1• A body 
of citizens living the highest life that man can live, the 
source to those around them who cannot live that life 
of all the virtue of which they are capable-this is 
Aristotle's ideal of human society. It cannot, in his 
view, be realized unless Fortune and Nature second the 
efforts of the lawgiver, but the essential condition of the 
ideal State is 'a wise and understanding people,' and 
the best means of producing such a people is, subject 
to the favour of Fortune and Nature, a correct regulation 
of marriage, of the rearing of children, of education and 
social habits generally. The office of law and institutions 
and organization is to breed a virtuous people, not to 
supply its place, which indeed these agencies cannot do 2-

The tenth chapter falls into two parts (1329 a 40-b 35 and Arrange

b 36-1330 a 33), the former of which will be considered in ~~~\~[~~n 
an Appendix 3_ The latter completes the subject of the oftheterri

territory and need not detain us long. That the land is to ~~s~:i~~a
belong to the citizens, but that they are not to be its culti- tion. 

vators, we know already ; we also know what should be its 

1 Some points of resemblance 
are traceable between this view, 
which is however put forward by 
Aristotle only as an ideal, and 
Carlyle's far more absolutely 
stated doctrine. ' " Well also," 
says Teufelsdrockh, " was it 
written by Theologians : a King 
rules by divine right. He carries 
in him an authority from God, or 
man will never give it him. Can 
I choose my own King ? I can 
choose my own King Popinjay, 
and play what farce or tragedy I 
may with him : but he who is to 

be my Ruler, whose will is to be 
higher than my will, was chosen 
for me in Heaven. Neither 
except in such Obedience to the 
Heaven-chosen is Freedom so 
much as conceivable"' (Sartor 
Resartus, book 3, c. 7). But the 
differences between the two views 
far out-number the resemblances. 

2 Cp. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 33, urrov
liala rr6Xis· lurl rw rovs rroAiras rovs 
fLETExovras rijs rr~Xinia~ eivai urrov
aafovs : and Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 
2. 24. 

3 See Appendix E. 
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extent and character: it remains to settle how it is to be 
divided and what is to be the character of those who are to 
cultivate it. 

Before any award of land is made to individuals, two 
public objects must be provided for-the due support of 
the worship of the gods 1, and the supply of the syssitia or 
common meals. There was nothing new in the assignment 
of land in a newly founded State for the former object, but 
it was only in Crete, so far as we know, that public land 
was employed for the support of the syssitia (2. 10. 1272 a 
12-21). In the Lacedaemonian State each citizen was 
compelled to pay a contribution to the syssitia, on pain of 
ceasing to be a citizen, and this arrangement was found to 
thin the numbers of the citizen-body. For this reason, 
and perhaps for others, Aristotle prefers to employ public 
land for the purpose. 

The remainder of the territory is to be made the pro
perty of individuals. Plato had already provided in the 
Laws that the lot assigned to each citizen should be in 
part on the frontier of the State, in part near its centre,, 
and that each part of the lot should have a house upon it 2 ; 

Aristotle takes up the suggestion, except as to the two 
houses (2. 6. 1265 b 24 sq.), and gives each of his citizens a 

1 Aristotle's full provision for 
the worship of the gods in his best 
State is deserving of notice. His 
own theology was far removed 
from the popular theology of 
Greece, and as Bernays thinks 
(Theophrastos' Schrift i.iber From
migkeit, p. 12), barely left room 
for the practice of sacrifice ; but 
the Politics takes for granted the 
maintenance even in the best 
State of the popular faith and the 
traditional worship. The temples 
are not only well endowed, but 
placed in a conspicuous position 
at the centre of the city; the priests 
who officiate in them are men who 
have grown old in the service of 
the State ; the sacrifices they offer 
form rallying-points for the social 
life of the State ( n\ crv(ijv, Pol. 3. 

9. 1280 b 37 : cp. Athen. Deipn. 
36 c, 40 c-d), and means by which 
the citizens become known to each 
other. Even expiatory rites for 
homicide seem to be recognized 
by Aristotle (Pol. 2. 4. 1262 a 31); 
and the scoffs and jeers (Tw8acr
µ6~) traditional in certain wor
ships are not interfered with (4 
(7). 17. 1336 b 16). On all this 
see the remarks of Zeller (Gr. 
Ph. 2. 2. 796-7). No interpreta
tion, indeed, of the Aristotelian 
theology, however rigid it might 
be, need exclude the kind of 
sacrifice in which honour is 
rendered to the Deity, whatever 
fate might befal those of prayer, 
thanksgiving, or expiation. 

2 Laws 745 E: 775 E. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



ARRANGEMENTS AS TO THE TERRITORY. 333 

piece of land on the frontier together with another piece 
nearer the city, in order that there may neither be those in 
his State who will hold the hostility of neighbouring States 
too cheap nor those who will dread it overmuch. 

The cultivators are to be, if possible, slaves submissive in 
character and belonging to more than one stock 1, or else 
non-Hellenic serfs resembling them in nature. The danger 
arising from Hellenic serfs had been made evident by the 
experience of the Lacedaemonians, and it would seem that 
in Aristotle's opinion serfs should be sought elsewhere than 
among the barbarians of Europe, who are said to be' full 
of spirit' ( c. 7. r 3z7 b z4). 

, Aristotle, we note, though he is strongly in favour of the The insti

household, is also strongly in favour of syssitia or public !~!~~~aof 
meal-tables 2, perhaps a somewhat antagonistic institution. ad?pted b.Y 

H . . . l . . f . h Aristotle m 
1s syss1tla are not mere y syss1t1a o magistrates sue as its com-

existed commonly throughout Greece 3, but syssitia of citi- pl~te form 
-its re

zens and the sons of citizens, from an early age upward- commend-

how early, we are not distinctly told-syssitia of the Lace- ations. 

daemonian and Cretan type. We hear of 'syssitia of 
priests ' ( r 331 b 5), 'syssitia of the most important magis-

1 Like the Callicyrii, who at 
one time formed the slave-class at 
Syracuse, and whosename,accord
ing to Aristotle, signified the 
variety of their extraction ( cp. 
Timaeus, Fragm. 56 : Muller, Fr. 
Hist. Gr. I. 204). 

2 Cp. c. 10. 1330 a 3 sq., mpl 
uvuuiT[wv T£ uvvlloic£i 'Jl"aui XP~ui-

'1' ... ? , 
µov £LVal Tat~ EV KaT£UK£VUUf1-£Vat~ 

'Jl"6AEULV vm1pXELV" lJi' ~V lJ' afrfov 
uvvlJoKEL Kat ~µ'iv, vuupov /povµEV. 

The reasons for his view would 
have been interesting, but they 
are not given in what we possess 
of the Politics. 

8 ' The practice of bringing the 
highest magistrates of the State 
together at a common meal in the 
,Prytaneum, and of inviting also 
any guest whom the co~munity 
might desire to honour is not 

specially Attic, but one which 
existed in all Greek States.' 
Athens retained this custom down 
to a late period of the Empire, 
' though her citizens always re
mained strangers to the stiff and 
one-sided exaggeration of it, fatal 
in its tendencies to the household 
relation, which is exemplified in 
the syssitia of Dorian States' 
(R. Schoell, die Speisung im Pry
taneion zu Athen, Hermes 6. 14 
sqq.). Syssitia in this latter form, 
however, were not apparently 
confined to Doric States, for even 
if the Cretan syssitia were of Doric 
origin, which hardly seems to be 
Aristotle's opinion (2. 10. 1271 b 
28 sq.), we hear of syssitia also in 
Boeotia (Plato, Laws 636 B : C 
F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. I. § 180. 
10), 
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tracies' (1331 a 25), syssitia of the soldiers or of the 
younger men (1331 a 22). It is not impossible that in 
Aristotle's State, unlike the Lacedaemonian, men of dif
ferent ages were to belong to different syssitia, just as the 
gymnasia of the older men were to be distinct from those of 
the younger men (1331 a 37 sqq.). Some evils connected 
with the syssitia as organized at Sparta and elsewhere (Plato, 
Laws 636 A-B) would thus be avoided, but something 
also would be lost, for the young would lose an oppor
tunity of learning from their elders. Still the main out
lines of the Cretan and Lacedaemonian institution would 
be retained. A Lacedaemonian mess-table (<tnoCnov) con
sisted of fifteen 1 messmates, who filled vacancies in their 
number by choice. Each of these groups of fifteen, 
was, as may easily be conceived, a group of close friends, 
especially as they not only gathered at the same board, 
but fought side by side in war, so that their friendship 
was often tested, and its value proved, on the battle
field. They formed, in fact, a kind of military brother
hood, or household, and, as Aristotle points out ( 2. 5. 
1264 a 6 sqq.), it was of little use for Plato to abolish 
the household and retain the syssition, as he does in the 
Republic (416 E: 458 C), if he wished to make all the 
citizens of his State equally dear to each other. The 
Spartan Megillus claims in the Laws (636A) that the insti
tution of syssitia was favourable both to courage and tem
perance. It must have given men a knowledge of one 
another and a confidence in one another which would 
hardly have existed without it; a generous rivalry no 
doubt sprang up both within the mess and between one 
mess and another ; the State was better served, and there 
was a gain of pleasure to the individual. The mess-system 
also enabled the authorities to enforce frugality and sim-

1 When Agis IV in his scheme 
of reform made the cj>d!ina created 
by him large bodies comprising 
on an average 300 members, he 
would seem to have departed from 
the ancient model, though he may 

very probably have subdivided 
these large unities into small 
messes. See Schomann, Antiqui
tates Iuris Publici Graecorum, p. 
140. IO. 
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plicity at table, and it would be equally useful in maintaining 
Aristotle's more liberal standard of living. 

Ancient societies were far richer in these minor organized 
groups than modern. Amongst ourselves, a man belongs to 
his family, his town, his party, his State; but a Greek be
longed not only to these, but to a clan, a phratry, a deme, and 
in many States to a IJ'VIJ'IJ'frwv, to say nothing of voluntary 
associations such as a 8folJ'os or a philosophical school. The 
Greek race was more social, and social in a simpler and less 
elaborate way, than most modern races, and this was at 
once the cause and the effect of its defective development 
of the household. Greek States were full of enjoyable 
little gatherings, which tyrants feared and sought to put 
down (7 (5)· II. 1313 a 41 sqq.), thus earning the undying 
hatred of a race which found the main charm of life rather 
in friendship than in the household relations. 

Aristotle has now done with the territory and its cultiva- Picture of 

tors, and his next step is to complete his' picture of the city ~~~{~n;.s 
in the same way. His city is, we know already (p. 316 sq.), 
to be situate not too far from the sea, yet within easy reach 
of its territory and the continent generally; but these are not 
the only matters to be attended to in the choice of its site 
and its laying out. Health, military strength, suitability 
for the purposes of political life, and beauty 1, must all 
be kept in view. The secret of health is to be well cir
cumstanced in respect of those things to whose influence 
we are most constantly exposed-water and air; and thus 
the city must not only be situate in a healthy region, but 
have a healthy aspect, and it must be well supplied 
with water 2• A good and unfailing supply of water is also 

1 Aristotle mentions (4 (7). II. 
I 330 a 36 sqq.) four points to be 
kept in view with respect to the 
internal arrangements of the city, 
but, characteristically enough, 
in his eager haste omits to specify 
the fourth, which would, however, 
seem to be beauty (1<o<rµo~). 

2 ' The water-supply of Greek 

towns was probably' often• scanty 
enough' (Mahaffy, Old Greek 
Education, p. 31), so that this was 
an important suggestion. How far 
it was acted on, we know not ; 
but Strabo tells us that Rome was 
the first city to set the example of 
a profuse provision of water (Strabo, 
p. 235, rw11 1ap 'EAXr)11w11 rr~pl ra~ 
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a condition of military strength, and Aristotle evidently 
holds that military strength is to be studied as much as 
anything. His city reminds us in some respects of Athens, 
.but Athens, though strong and defensible, can hardly be 
said to have been difficult of approach for foes (ovcrrrp6(]"ooos, 
1330 b 3). It is to possess walls as skilfully built and as 
impregnable as the science of the day could make them 1, 
and within them the city is to be only in certain parts laid 
out with broad straight streets: parts of it are to be an 
intricate tangle of lanes, so that it may be defensible even 
after its walls have been penetrated 2, or else the houses 
are to be disposed in the fashion of a quincunx. The 
younger citizens will also be required to hold their syssitia, 
or some of them, on the walls. 

Still Aristotle asks for something more than a ' maiden 
city,' impregnably strong. His city must be so laid out as 
to favour a rational political life, and to enable the ruling 
citizens to gather for work or converse without being 
jostled by an uncongenial throng of traffickers and artisans, 
or even coming into too close contact with the youth, whose 
place, as soldiers, will be upon the walls. Beauty again 
must not be lost sight of, and Aristotle's city \vill not fail 
in this respect. The houses must be disposed \\'ith suffi
cient regularity to satisfy the Greek idea of beauty in 
architecture, and the taste both of ancients and moderns 
would be gratified by the choice of a site near the citizens' 
agora for the foliage and shade and flowing streams of a 
gymnasium 3• Aristotle's idea, in fact, seems to be to bring 

KTLCTEIS Elicrroxijcrm µaAICTra aogav-
• ,, ' , 'r , 

~wv, ~TL KUl\l\~Vr E'?"Toxa~~VTO, IC.at 

EPVJ.LllOTT)TOS Kai AIJ.LEVWll Kai xwpas 
Elicpvovs, oiiro• (the Romans) 7rpoli-
116'1cra11 p.aAICTTa @11 wX1ywp11cra11 
EKELllOL, CTTPWCTEWS oaw11 Kai vMrwv 
ELCTaywyijs Kai V'ffOllOJ.LWll TWll awaµ€
llWll EKKAV(Elll ra Avp.ara rijs 7rOAEWS 

ds rov Ti/3Ep111). As to the water
supply of Antioch, see Mommsen, 
Rom. Geschichte, 5. 458. 

1 Aristotle discusses and rejects 
the opposite advice of Plato, Laws 
778 D sqq. 

2 Aristotle here probably has in 
view the experience of Perinthus, 
when besieged by Philip of Mace
don. Philip after a hard struggle 
made himself master of the citv
wall, but only to find himself in 
face of a close array of houses 
rising tier over tier up the slope 
of the hill, and parted by narrow 
lanes, across which the besieged 
carried walls from house to house 
(Diod. 16. 76). 

8 A statue of Eros near the 
Academy was thus inscribed 
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agora and gymnasium together, the haunts of politics and 
those of philosophy I_ 

We must imagine, then, a city at about the same 
distance from the sea as Athens, and perhaps (though 
this we are not distinctly told 2) linked like Athens by 
long walls to its port, a miniature Peiraeus ; the city itself 
facing eastward like the centres of the worship of Aescula
pius, Epidaurus and Cos, and like Croton, whose healthi
ness was proverbial 3, for the sake, we are surprised to read, 
of a full exposure to the easterly winds 4, or else sheltered 
from the north wind, so that it may have a mild climate in 
winter 5 ; not placed by the side of a river, like Sparta and 
many Roman cities, but including in its site one or more 
strong positions (1330 b 21), and especially a conspicuous 
hill, perhaps scarped or precipitous like the Acropolis at 

(Athen. Deipn. 609 d) : 
'ffOLKLAoµfrx_av'"Epws 1 uot rov8' i&pv

uaro {3wµov 
Xapµos E'ffL UKLfpo'is repµauL yvµ-

vaulov. 
\Ve are reminded of Waller's lines 
in his poem on St. James' Park : 
In such green palaces the first 

Kings reigned, 
Slept in their shades and angels 

entertained ; 
\Vith such old counsellors they 

did advise, 
And by frequenting sacred groves 

grew wise. 
1 For in Aristotle's day the 

philosophic schools were com
monly situated in or near gymna
sia: cp. Quintil. 12. 2. 8 (quoted 
by C. F. Hennann, Gr. Antiqq. 
3. § 36. 22) : studia sapientiae ... 
in porticus et gymnasia primum, 
mox in conventus scholarum seces
serunt. 

2 Cp. c. 6. 1327 a 32-35. Ac
cording to von Wilamowitz (Phi
lolog. Untersuchungen, Heft 4. 
p. 200), the long walls between 
Athens and Peiraeus had wholly 
lost their defensive value by the 
time of Demetrius Poliorcetes, 
owing to the improvements in 
siege-artillery. 

YOL. I. Z 

3 Aristotle, indeed, appears to 
desire his city not only to face, 
but to slope Eastward (4 (7 ). Ir. 
i330 a 38 sq.): how far the cities 
referred to in the text did so, I 
will not undertake to say. Strabo 
(p. 374) describes Epidaurus as 
' facing the point at which the 
sun rises in summer': vydaupov 
Kporwvos was a familiar proverb 
(Strabo, p. 262). Syracuse, though 
it also faced east, was more famous 
for wealth than health (Strabo, p. 
269), probably because there were 
marshes near it. Alexandria was 
happily circumstanced in both 
respects (Strabo, p. 793). 

4 See Sus.2
, Note 845, and the 

references there given, to which 
may be added Plutarch de Curio
sitate C. 1 1 WCI1TEp T~V EµIJV 'ffarp{8a 
7rpos (ecpvpov avEµov KfKAtµEV')ll Kat 

' H\ > I~ ~ I\ ' ' ~ 
TOV T}l\WJJ_ £PHUO~Ta V~L1~1J>' arr,o ·rou 
ITapvauov 8Ex_oµEV')V, E'lrt rus uvaro
"Aas rpa7rryvat "Atiyovuiv VITO rov 
Xaipwvos. The east wind is 
spoken of as warm in Prob!. 26. 
3r. 943 b 24. 

6 Athens lay 7rpos µEu')µ(3plav 
(Dio Chrys. Or. 6. 198 R). So 
did Gortyna in Crete (Bursian, 
Geographie von Griechenland 2. 

564). 
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Athens, on which such temples as the law of the State or the 
Delphic oracle did not relegate elsewhere might be grouped, 
so as to be visible from afar 1, and beside them the halls for 
the common meals of the priests and the chief magistrates. 
Like every Greek city, it was to have a central open-air 
gathering-place for converse and discussion-a kind of 
' sensorium,' the like of which does not exist in modern 
cities. Immediately beneath the hill just described will 
lie an agora for the use of citizens only, kept sacred not 
only from all buying and selling, but from the very 
presence of cultivators, traders, and artisans ; and close 
beside it, as has already been noticed, not, as in the Athens 
of Aristotle's day, in the outskirts of the city 2, a gymnasium 
-the gymnasium of the older men, which is to be distinct 
and separate from the gymnasium for the younger men. 
Aristotle evidently felt that it was necessary to place the 
gymnasia under strict supervision, for while magistrates are 
to be present in the gymnasium for the younger men, the 
gymnasium for the older men is to be situate in the very 
heart of the city, close beneath its central temples. It is 
interesting to notice that the gymnasium, which was a 
public playground combined with public baths-indeed, 
something more than this, for it was a place of preparation 
for the military service of the State-is viewed both by 
Plato and Aristotle as an indispensable adjunct to a city. 
Neither makes mention of a public library, an institution 

1 Cp. Paus. 9. 22, £~fl€ p.oL Tava
ypa'ioL voµfow Ta h TOV> 8£ov> 
p.aALCTTa floKOVCTLV 'EAA~vwv, xwpt> 
p.iv "(Up al olKtaL ucf>iui, xwpt> lli TU 
i,EP~ Vn;Ep a,f;rUs Ev Ka8ap~ rf Errri Kal 
£KTO> av8pwrrwv: and V1truv. I. 7. 
(both quoted by C. F. Hermann, 
Gr. Antiqq. 2. § 15. 3-4). See also 
Xen. Mem. 3. 8. 10, and note the 
epithet dmh/nov in the encomium 
on the Parthenon at Athens in 
Dicaearch. {?) de Graeciae Urbi
bus (Muller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 2. 2 54). 
'A visitor to the counties of Nor
folk and Suffolk must be struck 
alike by the number, the beauty, 

and the conspicuous positions of 
the church-towers. They answer 
one another, so to speak, from hill 
to hill' (Letter in Times, Oct. 13, 
188 I). 

2 This important change is 
adopted from Plato, Laws 804 C. 
In Nicaea, built by Antigonus 
in B.C. 316, the gymnasium ap
pears to have been situated in the 
centre of the city (Strabo, pp. 565-
6). It seems to be within the 
walls in the city described by Dio 
Chrysostom in Or. 7. 233 R: See 
also 2 Mace. 4. r2. 
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reserved for the next generation. In a quite distinct 
situation, selected for its easiness of access both from the 
sea and from the territory, a market for buying and selling 
should be laid out, and here should be gathered the minor 
magistracies-those which have to do with men's business 
relations with one another and with certain formal matters 
in relation to law-suits, and also those of the agoranomi 
and astynomi. Thus, even in their leisure-hours, by a 
plan adopted from Thessaly and already recommended 
by Xenophon (Cyrop. I. 2. 3: 7. 5. 85 1), the citizens 
would be kept as much as possible apart from the classes 
concerned with production and trade. Each class would 
have, in fact, its appointed region: the citizens of full 
age would haunt the neighbourhood of the Acropolis, 
and the region near it ; the younger men would keep 
watch and ward upon the walls, where many of them 
would even take their meals, or else be in their own 
gymnasium, which would not, probably, be far from the 
walls; the women would be at home, secluded somewhat 
more strictly than in democracies ; the boys would be at 
school or in their gymnasia, the peasants on their farms, 
the traders and artisans at their places of business in the 
port or in the commercial quarter of the city. The various 
classes of society were each of them to have room to live 
their own life ; the higher ones especially were not to be 
mixed up with or jostled by the lower. Aristotle's State 
is like his Kosmos, in which every element is assigned a 
place of its own, earth at the bottom, fire at the top, and 
water and air between them, as the relatively heavy and the 
relatively light 2• We are sensible of a reaction from the con
fusion of ranks, sexes, and ages, which is vividly described 

1 The Romans had two kinds 
of 'fora' : ' some were exclusively 
devoted to commercial purposes 
and were real market-places, while 
others were places of meeting for 
the popular assembly and for the 
courts of justice : mercantile 
business, however, was not alto
gether excluded from the latter,' 

which were sometimes called 'fora 
judicialia' (Smith, Diet. of Antiqui
ties, art.Forum). Henkel (Studien 
141. 22), following E. Curtius, 
remarks that the gathering-place 
(Versammlungsraum) of the Spar
tans was from the first quite 
distinct from the market. 

2 Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 908. 

z 2 
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by Plato (Rep. 562-3) as characteristic of an extreme demo
cracy, where boys, he says, are prematurely old, and old 
men affect to be young. The people of Aristotle's State 
would be like the Spaniards of Clarendon, a people of 
'honour and punctuality,' 'bred up in the observation of 
distances and order 1.' Similar arrangements, Aristotle 
continues, are to be made throughout the territory. Just 
as the towers on the city-wall are to be places of watch 
and ward for the protection of the city, so there must be 
places of watch and ward for the Wardens of the Woods 
(vt..wpol) and the Overseers of the country districts (6.ypov6-
µ.oi), where they may hold their common meals; and there 
must also be temples dedicated to gods and heroes. 

At this point (end of c. 12. 1331 b 18) Aristotle turns 
with some impatience from details, the realization of which 
he feels after all depends on Fortune, to the constitution 2, 

and asks what should be the character of those who are to 
~~~~~ ~t form the citizen-body of a happy and well-constituted 
Fortune State, just as he had already asked and answered (c. 10. 

counts for b ) h · h l · f almost 1329 39 sqq. t e same quest10n as to t e cu tivators o 
everything: the soil. It is here that the inquiry as to education begins, 
~~:e~~ a which extends to the close of the Fifth Book, and is not 
mha!tehr in indeed completed in that book, as it has come down 
w rc more 
depends on to us. No direct and immediate answer is given to the 
the legis- · · d h · · b d b h lator- question now raise as to t e citizen- o y, ut we gat er 
'~~at is the from what follows that they must be men who are not 
c1t1zen- d b d b d c f c f · · body of e arre y any e1ect o nature or iortune rom attammg 
the best b happiness and who have received a correct training both 
State to e . 
in cha- of habit and of reason. It is best, however, to follow 
racter and Aristotle's own treatment of the question he raises. 
circum-
stances? To win success in any enterprise, he says, it is necessary 

1 History of the Rebellion, Book 
xiii (vol. 6, p. 443, ed. 1839). 

2 c., 13. ~3_31 b, 24,,7r£pt lJ(, T~S' 
'IT'O~LTE"La~ avr17r, I EK T~voov, KQL EK 

7TO<WV llH CTVV£CTTUVUL TT/II µe't..A.ovcrav 
ECT£cr8ai ?T6Aiv p.aKapiav Kat 7roAirev
*'r8ai Ka'Aws-1 'AeKr£ov. Here ?To'Ai-

nia is probably used in its usual 
sense of' constitution' (cp. 1332 a 
4), and not in the sense which it 
sometimes bears of 'universitas 
civium' (Bon. Ind. 612 b 10 sqq.), 
but the passage shows that the 
two meanings do not lie far apart. 
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both to aim at the true end, and to have at one's command The citi-

th . . f f .1 f b zens must e means to its attamment, or men ai o success y be happy, 

missing the one or the other or both ; and this hold!> of the and if they 

d . r . . . h b h h d d are to be arts an sciences, 1or m practlsmg t em ot t e en an happy in 

the course of action which leads to its attainment must be the fullhes~ 
sense, t err 

grasped (Kpan'i:!T8ai) 1• All agree in making happiness the exercise of 

d b · · d r · · · b d f f virtue must en , ut some are mcapac1tate 1or attammg 1t y e ects o be , com-

nature or fortune 2, and others, not being thus incapacitated, plete'-i.e. 

d k . . h N h b . b f . rt must be o not see 1t ang t. ow, as t e usmess e ore us 1s in relation 

to discover the best constitution, and the best constitution tobth
1
ings

1 a so ute y 
is that under which the State is as happy as possible, we good, not 

are bound to understand what happiness is. In tracing ~~~~:~~~
its nature we are not in the least diverging from the path ally g?od 

which a political treatise should follow. It is, as we have ~~oad ~~der 
already said in the Ethics ( Jv ro'i:s- ~8iKo'i:s-) 3, Jv€pyELa Kal XP~<TL!i' g!ven 

c1rcum-
apET~S' TEAE{a-a Complete actualization and exercise Of stances, 

virtue-and this not ' conditionally' ( Jt vr.o8E<TEWS' ), but likeptu)nish-
men. 

'absolutely' (ar.A.ws-): it is not an exercise of virtue under 
pressure of necessity, like that of the judge when he 
inflicts just punishment, for such an exercise of virtue is 
conversant with what is in itself an evil, though in the 
particular case and to the criminal it becomes a good, and 
it is only 'conditionally noble' or • noble in a necessary 
way': the criminal who is punished and the State which 
punishes would be happier if nothing of the kind was 
necessary. Nor, again, is it such an exercise of virtue 
as occurs when a man of full virtue ( <Tr.ovoafos-) has to 

1 There is some ambiguity about 
the word Kpar•'iaBat, which is pro
bably designed to mean something 
more than is expressed by Evp{uK<Lv 
(1331 b 29)-not merely' known,' 
but 'possessed ' ; so that the 
transition may be easy to a recog
nition of the fact that defects of 
nature or fortune, no less than an 
ignorance of the end and the means 
of attaining it, may make the 
attainment of happiness impos
sible. This fact is recognized in 
1331 b 4osq. Thelogicalsequence 
of this part of the chapter would 

have been better if the word 
KparE'iv had been used in place of 
Evpiuwv in 1331 b 29. 

2 Cp. Plato, Laws 747 C, El fl€ 
µ,ry, rryv KQAOVJJ-EV7JV av TL> travovpyiav 
dvr! uocpias atrEpyau1lµ,Evos 'A.a801, 
KaBatrEp Aiyvtrrlovs Kat cJ>oivtKas Kat 
troA.A.a ;upa arrEtp-yauµ,€va yiv7J vvv 
fortv lf!liv vtro r~s row /J.A.'A.wv lmTTJ
aEvµ,arwv Kat Kr71µ,arwv avEAEVBEpias, 
EtTE rt> voµ,oBET7JS QVTOLS cpavAO> av 
YEVOJJ-EVOS •gEtpy6.uaro ra rotavra, 
E1TE xa'A.mry TVXT/ rrpourrf<TOV<Ta E1TE 
Kat ¢vats /J.'A.'A.7J rt> rotavrry. 

3 See Appendix F. 
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deal with poverty or disease or ill-fortune of any kind: 
on the contrary, it is an exercise of virtue in relation to 
'things absolutely good' (ra a7TA.ws aya8a)-the goods of 
fortune 1 • The actions by which happiness is secured 
-those which are 'absolutely virtuous and noble'-are 
such as are conversant with · absolute goods ' ; they are 
actions which 'create and generate goods 2.' 

We now therefore know both the end and the course of 
action by which it is secured. The end is evoaiµovla-a word 
very imperfectly rendered by happiness-and the actions by 
which it is secured 3 are virtuous actions conversant with 
absolute goods, and therefore absolutely virtuous and noble. 
The citizens of Aristotle's best State are to be at once 
actively virtuous and in the enjoyment of the goods of 
fortune. We had been told at the beginning of the book 
that a certain quantum of external and bodily goods, not 
a large one, is essential to happiness, because essential to 
the exercise of virtue : we learn now the further lesson 
that virtuous action does not become happy action, or 
even become 'absolutely virtuous and noble' ( <T7rovoala Ka'L 

Ka'A~ a?T'Aws), unless it is exercised on a certain object
matter, external and bodily goods-in other words, the 
goods of fortune. Fortune, therefore, is doubly a source 
of happiness, making virtuous action possible, and being 
the condition of its attaining its highest level, that of 
happy action. Both in the earlier part of the book and 
here Aristotle insists that there are two factors of happi
ness-virtuous action, and xop71yCa which is the gift of 
fortune ; but while in the earlier passage his aim is to 

1 This seems to be the mean
ing of the term here: cp. Eth. Nie. 
5. 2. II29 b I sqq. In Eth. Nie. 1. 
I. 1094 b 16 sqq., however, the 
virtue of dvl'JpEia seems to be in
cluded among arrX&s dya8a. Other 
passages will be found referred to, 
together with these, in Bon. Ind. 
4a2sqq. 

2 It appears from Seneca's 
Seventy-first Epistle, that even 
the followers of Plato denied full 

happiness to the good man en
during tortures. ' Academici vete
res beatum quidem esse etiam 
inter hos cruciatus fatentur, sed 
non ad perfectum nee ad ple
num : quod nullo modo potest 
recipi. :!'; isi beatus est, in sum mo 
bono non est.' Aristotle declines 
to say that he is happy at all. 

3 Al 7rpos To T€A.os cp€povuai Trpa
gEis (1331 b 28). 
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magnify the share of virtue and virtuous action in the 
result at the expense of that of fortune, here he acknow
ledges more fully the importance of the other factor. 
Later on, indeed, he finds in the fact that happiness implies 
the exercise of virtue in relation to things absolutely good, 
the strongest ground for making the education of the 
citizens of the best State such as to call forth in them all 
the virtues, especially the highest, and to develope the 
whole man. IToA.A.~s ovv OE~ OLKaw<rVvris Kal 7TOAA~s crw<f>po
<rVvris rovs lipicrra ooKovvras 7rp&.rrELv Kai. 7Tavrwv rwv µ,aKapi
(oµ,lvwv a7ToAavovras, oiov E! nvls Elcriv, fJJcr7TEp oi 7Toirira[ 
<f>acrw, EV µ,adpwv v~crois· µ&.A.term yap ovroi OE~crovrai <f>iA.o
cro<f>Cas KaL crw<f>pocrvvris KaL OLKalOmJVT}S, OCJ"'!.' µ,all.A.av crxoA.a
(ovcriv EV a<f>Oovlq, TWV TOlOVTWV aya8wv (c. 15. 1334 a 28-34). 

Two things, then, are necessary for the attainment of Two things 

happiness-the aid of fortune, and the science and con-ect ~~~~s~~~ 
moral judgment (Emcrr~µri KaL 7rpoaCpEcris) of a lawgiver who for ~he.· 
k h . . d d I . b k" h . . realization nows ow virtue 1s pro uce . t IS y ma mg t e Cltl- of a happy 

zens who share in the constitution-in our case, all the Stabte-
1 'a so ute 

citizens-virtuous, that the State is made virtuous. And, goods' 

if we take up again the question on the threshold of which ~hde ~~!~e. 
we stood at the close of the Third Book (3. 18. 1288 a 39 we must 

) d k h d . h . ask of sqq. an as ow men are ma e v1rtuous, t e answer is, Fortune: 

by nature, habit, and reason 1• A man must be born ( <f>vvai, for the 
, . second the 

whence <f>vcris) as a man and not any other ammal, and legislatoris 

with certain bodily and psychical qualities. What these are, r~bsp1 on-
s1 e. 

Aristotle has described elsewhere. But nature often counts How then 
r l" 1 r . h f . 1 't 'l b are men 1or 1tt e, 1or m t e case o some amma s 1 may eas1 y e made vir-

made better or worse by habit. Of the lower animals, tuous? We 
· d d l" d h l" r return here m ee , most 1ve as nature ma e t em to 1ve ; a very 1ew to the 

live by habit also ; only man lives by reason in addition, q~ehstionh. h 
Wit W IC 

for he alone possesses reason. So that in him nature, the Third 

habit, and reason must harmonize, for reason is powerful ~~~:d. By 

enough to overrule both nature and habit. We see, then, nature, 

1 This was a view inherited by 
Aristotle from previous inquirers, 
and especially from Protagoras 

(Fr. 8: Mullach, Fr. Philos. Gr. 
2. 134), Socrates (Xen. Mem. 3. 9. 
1), and Plato (Phaedrus 269 D). 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



344 FOURTH BOOK. 

habit, and that if a man is to be made virtuous and happy, he must 
:~~~~;·in not only be favoured both by fortune and by nature, but 
harmony. be educated both through habit and through his reason. 
But is our But is our education to be such as will produce men 
education 
to be such fitted only to rule, or is it to be such as will produce men 
as to pro- fitted first to be ruled and then to rule ? It is better that 
duce men 
fitted only the same men should always rule, but then, if they are to 
;~rsr:c~n~~ do so justly and if their supremacy is to be willingly ac
to produce cepted and to last, they must be as different in body and 
men fitted . . 
first to be soul from those they rule as we 1magme gods or heroes to 
ruled and be from men, or as Scylax says that the kings in India are 
then to · 
rule? We from their subjects. But such men are not forthcommg. 
:~~te ~~~er Hence, we must fall back on an interchange of rule. The 
result. ruled must be quieted by a prospect of ruling some day. It 

has been already mentioned how this is to be arranged. The 
distinction of rulers and ruled must be based on age: the 
ruled must be younger than the rulers, and must be able to 
look forward to succeeding them. The education ,,-e give 
our citizens must, therefore, be adjusted to this arrange
ment; it must be suitable for men who are first to be ruled 
and afterwards to rule. Not indeed to be ruled otherwise 
than freemen should be ruled-that is, for their benefit-for 
if it is true that they may probably sometimes be called on 
to render service which may seem to be of a humble kind, 
such service will be redeemed and made worthy of freemen 
by the end for which it is rendered. 

But since 'But since we affirm that the virtue of him who is at 
he who is · · d 1 · l h f h b first to be once c1t1zen an ru er 1s t 1e same as t at o t e est man, 
a good and that the same man ought to be ruled first and a ruler 
subject and f d [ h 11 . . "11 b 1 then a good a terwar s so t at a our c1t1zens w1 e ru ers sooner or 
ruler must, later], the lawgiver's business is to inquire how they are 
as we have 
seen, be a to be made good men and by practising what pursuits, and 
good mtan, what is the end of the best life '-that is, what kind of 
we mus 
seek to action is the end, that connected with which part of the 
produce 1 . h k . 1 1 . . h h" d good men. sou , wit wor or wit 1 e1sure, wit t mgs necessary an 

useful or with things noble? The lawgiver, in fact, must 
get a clear view of the true aim ( <J"K07To~, I 333 b 3), to the 
attainment of which his legislation is to be directed ( cp. 
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Plato, Laws 962 A sqq.). He must ask what is the life of the 
'best man,' what is the 'end of the best life,' for this is pre
cisely what the framers of the constitutions most in repute 
and many writers on the subject of constitutions since their 
time have omitted to do, resting content with something 
short of the best (1333 b 5 sqq.). 

In order to answer this question, Aristotle recalls, first, Our edu

his accustomed division of the soul, so· far as it is the seat ~~~~l~~:ust 
of virtues in respect of which a good man is so denomi- the whole. 

nated 1- One part of the soul possesses reason in itself, the :r'0~!~t 
other does not possess it in itself, but is capable of listening and intel-

lectual, but 
to reason: each has its own appropriate virtues. If we ask the de-

in which part the end is rather to be found, the answer is vefltolpml ent 
o 1e O\\ er 

easy; it is to be found in the former. But this part, again, elem~nt in 
· d' 'd d · · · I d man 1s to 1s 1v1 e mto two-a part possessmg practlca , an a part be adjusted 

possessing speculative reason ; and these two parts must to the ulti-
. mate de-

also be held to be of unequal worth, the latter havmg velopment 

more to do with the end than the former ; and the ofhthaht. 
VV lC IS 

activities with which they are respectively concerned stand highest in 

in the same relative order of desirability. Next, Aristotle ~~;t~esthe 
recalls a division of 'life' (/3fo'>) 2 into work ( acrxot..Ca) and ;noral and 

1 · d :i d f h' d ( , ') . mtellec-e1sure, war an peace·, an o t mgs one Ta 7rpaKra mto tual, which 

things necessary and useful and things noble (rnt..a). Here, are ~s-
sential to a 

again, war is not the end but peace, work not the end right use 

but leisure, things necessary and useful not the end but of leisure. 

things noble. The legislator must legislate with a view 
to call forth the activities of all the parts of the soul, but 
especially those which have most of the nature of ends ; 
he must encourage the life of work and that of war, but 
still more the life of peace and leisure : things necessary 
and useful need to be attended to, but things noble still 
more. Education must seek to produce all the virtues, to 
fit men both for active work and for leisure, and to bring 
within their reach all kinds of goods, but the higher vir-
tues, the higher life, and the nobler goods are to be made 

1 The nutritive part of the soul 
is omitted for the reason for which 
it is dismissed in Eth. Nie. I. 13. 
I 102 b l 2-hm6T] rry> clv8pwrriKii> 

apErii> aµotpOV 7rEc/>VK€V, 
2 This is explained by rovs 

{3!nvs, 1333 a 40. 
3 Cp. r. ;. 12.54 b 31. 
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its supreme end. It must be broad and must develope the 
whole man, but in its breadth it must not lose sight of the 
highest things. 

It was because the State, which notwithstanding all its 
reverses was still held in most repute, followed an entirely 
different path, that Aristotle is careful to insist on this 
principle. The Lacedaemonian State had lived not for 
civilization, but for victory and empire, just as some modern 
communities live less for civilization than for wealth. It had 
sought happiness in empire, and empire in military virtue, 
and had found that it had missed even the path to empire. 
It had cultivated only one form of virtue, and that not only 
a low and utilitarian form, but one which, according to Aris
totle, needs to be allied with the virtues which fit men to 
make a right use of leisure, if it is not to dissolve in time 
of peace. Leisure is the true end ; but then the virtues 
necessary for a right use of leisure are not only those \Yhich 
find exercise in leisure, but also those which find exercise 
in active work. If necessaries are to be forthcoming-and 
without them leisure is impossible-the qualities which \\·in 
them, courage, endurance, temperance, must be forthcom
ing. Leisure, says the proverb, is not for slaves, and with
out these virtues men are no better than slaves. Courage 
and endurance, then, are demanded for active work, but 
intellectual aptitude ( </>LAocro<f>ta) for leisure, and temperance 
and justice both for work and leisure; and the State that 
is to be happy must possess all these virtues 1-the more 
so, as it is surrounded with the goods of fortune; for if 

1 If we bear in mind that the 
citizens of Aristotle's ideal State 
are to be a?TAws u?Tovaaloi, and 
that the (]"7rovaalos is one who 
unites in himself many different 
gifts and good qualities (3. II. 
1281b10 sqq.), we shall see reason 
to conclude, that when he speaks 
of the State possessing alJ the 
virtues, he means each citizen to 
do so as far as possible. This 
account of the true aim of educa
tion is intended, of course, to 
correct the one-sidedness of 

the Lacedaemonian training, but 
it tells just as much against all 
systems which, like Stoicism and 
Puritanism, tend to develope some
thing less than the whole man. 
The best test of civilization, how
ever, is, in Aristotle's view, the 
degree in which the capability 
exists of making a right use of 
leisure, the ' leisure ' of Aristotle 
being, it must be remembered, 
distinguished both from work and 
recreation (4 (7). 14· 1333 a 31 : 
5 (8). 3· 1337 b 33 sqq.). 
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there is any time when it is especially discreditable not to 
be able to make a fit use of the goods of fortune, it is 
during leisure : our State, therefore, must, unlike the 
Lacedaemonian, seek happiness in the development, not 
of one virtue, but of all. A habit of intellectual inquiry, 
if so we may transla'- <fnA.ocrocpCa, must be present in its 
citizens, if only to give them occupation in leisure and to 
save them from rusting at such times. 

A remark of Lotze's may be quoted to illustrate the A remark 

contrast between this conception of education and that of ~~~~~e's 
our own day. 'The difference between the principles of 
this ancient education and our modern principles of educa-
tion is rightly found in this, that to it the development of 
the aptitude (Fertigkeit) and the possession of it counted 
for more than the work for which it was used and the fruit-
fulness of that work in result. Every individual was to be 
made a model example of his species: the species itself 
had nothing else to do but to exist (dazusein) and to enjoy 
the use of its powers .... To this many-sided develop-
ment, finding an end in itself (in sich geschlossenen), the 
spirit of modern education is no doubt less kind; it sets a 
higher value than it justly should on range of concrete 
knowledge in comparison with a general aptitude for 
knowing-on productive specialized labour in comparison 
with the free exercise of all the powers-on professional 
effort working in a groove (die Enge des bestimmten 
Berufs-strebens) in comparison with an interest in human 
relations generally 1.' There is much truth in this ; but it 
should be borne in mind that if Aristotle insists on this 
combination of qualities in his citizens, he does so not so 
much for its own sake as because in its absence the State 
will suffer. If they have the energy and endurance which 
are needed for active work without the intellectual interests 
and aptitudes which are the 'salt of society' in days of 
peace and leisure, or without the justice and temperance 

1 Mikrokosmos, 3. 254, ed. 2. 
The whole passage from which the 

extract translated in the text 1s 
taken well deserves perusal. 
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which are of use both at the one time and the other, the 
State will fail of happiness ; and it will do so no less, if, 
while possessing high intellectual qualities, they are 
without the minor gifts which are called for in active 
work. We hardly, however, hold it necessary, as Aristotle 
seems to do, that each citizen should unite in himself 
all these qualities, and be 'totus teres atque rotund us' 
-that the wheel should 'come full-circle' in each indi
vidual. But to Aristotle the cnrovoa'i'os is essentially 
a many-sided being. Just as he had demanded a happy 
combination of qualities (EvKpaa-ta) in the raw material of 
which his citizens are to be made, so he demands it in the 
finished product 1• 

How then The question started at the commencement of c. I 3 has 
We know · what should be the are men b d 

such as we now een answere . 
have de- character of those who are to form the citizen-body of a 
scribed to h d ll · d S ' d 11 h · · be pro- appy an we -constitute tate ; an a t at remams 1s 
d\~ced? to discover how men of this type are to be produced. 
\ e must 

follow the They are produced, as has been already said, by nature, 
~~~~~0~: habit, and reason. We have already sketched in outline, 
ment- what nature must do for us, and the next question is, 
~;~; ~~~t, should education by habit precede or follow education by 
then t_he reason? The first process of human life, that of generation, 
appetites, . l . d h h 
then the 1s mere y rntro uctory to a furt er process, t e develop-
reason: ment of mind and reason 2• Both Q"eneration and education 
but the ~ 

body must through habit must therefore be adjusted to the develop-
be trained f W . f h h h b d d 1 asisbestfor ment o reason. e notice urt er t at t e o y eve opes 

1 This many-sidedness and 
versatility was perhaps more often 
realized in antiquity than among 
ourselves. Roman generals of 
the best time were often lawyers, 
orators, and statesmen also : 
occasionally they were writers : 
sometimes they belonged to .t 

philosophical school. On the 
other hand, poets seem to have 
been less often prose-writers also 
in antiquity than in modern times. 

2 1\1 uch light is thrown on the 

difficult passage 4 (7). 15. 1334 b 
12-15 by. de Part. An. 2. I. 646a 
30, rriiv yap To yivoµ.<vov EK Twos 
Kal El~ Tl 'TJOlE~Tat TT,v -yivECTtV, Kal. 

arr' apxT,s £rr' apxfiv, drro rT,s rrpwrry> 
KLVOlHTT)f> KaC EXOVCTT)S fji5ry TtVa rf>v<TlV, 
£rri nva µ.oprpryv ry TOWvTov <l'A'Ao 
Ti'Aos. Cp. also de Anima 1. 3. 
407 a 26, aL ()' ilr.oi5cLgflS Kat arr' 
apxT,s, Kat £xova{ 'TrWS TEAM TOV 
av'A'Aoyiaµ.ov ry To avµ.rr€paaµ.a: and 
Eth. Nie. 10. 7. II77 b 18. 
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before the soul, and the irrational part of the soul before the the correct 

rational part : spirit ( 8vµ6s ), the power to will (f3ovf...rJcns ), :;~~~-the 
and desire (hi8vµfo) exist in the infant as soon as it is appetites, 

born, but deliberation (A.oyiCTµos) and reason (voi!s) are of ~;~eWt~s 
later growth. Education must follow the order of develop- ;s ishbe.d-t 

1or t e e-
ment : we must train the body first ; then the appetites velopment 

( op,t1m ), that is, the irrational part of the soul ; then the of reason. 

rational part. But our training of the body must be 
adjusted to the development of correct appetites, and our 
training of the appetites to the development of reason 
(1334 b 27: cp. 15 sq.). 

To train the whole nature, but to train each part of 
it successively and in the order of its emergence, and 
to train each part with a view to the higher element 
which emerges next, and all with a view to the develop
ment of reason-this is the broad scheme of education 
which Aristotle lays down here. The lesson that in 
training the body our aims should be to develope the 
soul (that is, the likings and the reason), is still of value 1 ; 

and so is the lesson that the education of boyhood should 
be addressed rather to the likings and character than to 
the reason. Aristotle seems to hold that what can reason
ably be expected of a boy is that he shall love and admire 
what is good and feel a distaste for what is bad-that 
is, that he shall feel rightly about persons and things. 
He sees that right feeling is not permanently an adequate 
guide in life, but he holds it to be the beginning of good
ness. It needs to become reasoned, but this further step 

1 The athletic training given to 
boys in many Greek States was 
unfavourable to physical growth 
and beauty of form, while the Lace
daemonian training, though not 
open to this objection, was so severe 
and laborious as to be brutalizing 
(5 (8). 4. 1338 b 9 sqq.). Aristotle 
hopes to avoid both these errors. 
He forbids all laborious gymnas
tic exercise till three years after 
puberty (1339 a 4 sqq.). It is 
easy to imagine a sort of physical 
training which would not only 

form a bad preparation for the 
hardships of war, but would also 
enfeeble the character and give a 
wrong direction to the likings. 
Plato had already spoken to the 
same effect as to the true aim of 
yu/.lvarrnKfi (Rep. 410 B-D : 591 
C-D). Greece turned a deaf ear 
to the teaching of Plato and Aris
totle on this subject, and became 
eventually a land in which athletes 
were everywhere to be found and 
soldiers nowhere (Mommsen, 
Rom. Gesch. 5. 264-6, 324). 
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is only possible later on. Some germ of the deliberative 
faculty ( ro (3ov>..wnK6v) is to be found in boys ( r. I 3. I 260 a 
13), but it is imperfect, and in education we should appeal 
to taste and feeling long before we appeal to reason. It 
is perhaps true, as has been said already, that Aristotle 
draws too sharp a contrast between boyhood and maturity; 
in this view, however, of the true aim of boyish education 
he is following Plato (Laws 653 A-C), who did not like 
the precocious boys and the juvenile old men of a demo
cracy (Rep. 56 3 A). 

The ?rst Quite in harmony with the principles just laid down, 
step m edu- A . 1 ' h f d . b . . h . cation is nstot es sc eme o e ucat10n egms wit marriage. 
th~ regu- The regulation of marriage by the State is to him, as 
lat1on of . 
marriage. to Plato, the first step in education 1• He pays close 
Tfh.e~earing attention to the management of pregnancy, to the rearing 
o m1ancy. 

of the child, and to the earliest years of life, for he holds 
with Plato 2 that these earliest years go far to fix the 
character of the human being. The food of the infant, 
the movements which it is to be encouraged to make, the 
importance, on grounds both of health and of future 
military efficiency, of gently and gradually habituating 
it from the very first to bear cold-these are matters 
which can be attended to even during the earliest period 

The of life. During the ensuing period closing with the age 
::~~~~ of five, movement is to be still more encouraged, especially 
children by means of games which must not be vulgar ( rwEA.Ev8€povc; ), 
up to the l . 
:age of five or too abonous, or on the other hand too slack and easy, 
:and from and should be imitative of the pursuits of later life 3• 
five to 
seven. 1 Critias had already said 

(Fragm. I : Muller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 
2. 68)-lfpxoµai (!€ TOL am) YEllET~> 
a118pw1Tov, 1TW> &11 {3€A.rnrro> TO uwµa 
yEvotro Kal lcrxvpOTaro~, El 0 <f>vrEVwv 
yvµva{;oiro Kal €u8loi €ppwµ€vw> Kal 
raA.at1TWpol.,, TO uwµa, Kal '7 µ~TTJP 
roil 7Tatlllov roil µiA.A.ovro> lueu8ai 
luxvot TO uwµa Kal yvµva(oiro. Cri
tias would seem to have adopted 
the views which prevailed among 
the Lacedaemonians on this sub
ject (see the references in Muller's 

note)-views which Aristotle ap
parently intends to combat in Pol. 
4 (7). 16. 1335 b 5 sqq. 

" Laws 765 E. They perhaps 
set down to faulty training in 
infancy much that was really due 
to heredity. 

3 Plato had anticipated Aris
totle in this (Laws 643 B). The 
heroes of Homer are described by 
Athenaeus (Deipn. 10 a) as 'pre
paring themselves in their sports 
for serious work.' 
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The stories and talk 1 which children are to hear at this 
age are to be such as to lead their thoughts in the direction 
of the work of after-years: the 71'atoov6µoi of the State 
are charged to see to this. It is a mistake to try, as 
some would do, to keep young children from struggling 
and crying : these things give them strength and aid 
the growth of the body; they are to infants what physical 
exercises are to those of less tender years. In all this, 
bodily growth has been a prominent consideration, but 
it is not the only one to be kept in view. Children are 
to be trained at home till seven years of age, not in 
the public infant-schools of Plato's Laws; but Aristotle 
requires his Superintendents of the youth (7raioov6µoi) to 
see that they are as little as possible in the company of 
slaves 2• He goes on to eliminate other corrupting influ
ences to which Greek children were often exposed 3 ; he 
banishes indecent language from his State, and especially 
from the presence of children 4 ; he banishes also indecent 
pictures, statues, and tales, and forbids all below a certain 
age to witness 'iambi' or comedy. He seeks to make the 
young strangers to everything bad, and especially to every
thing that savours of vice or malice. He holds, with Plato 
(Rep. 378 E), that both in relation to men and things, we 
like that best with which we first come in contact ( mfvrn 
crr€pyoµEv ra 7rpwra µiiA.Aov )-our likes and dislikes are largely 
formed in infancy. The first five years of life are those 
in which not only the physical health and strength, but 

1 A6ywv Kat µ.vBwv, 1336 a 30. 
The latter word suggests a religious 
element in infant education, and 
perhaps a revision of the myths 
used, similar to that which Plato 
undertakes in Rep. 377 A sqq. 

' Aristotle seems to imply 
(1336a 41) that, when from seven 
onwards they come to be educated 
away from the home, they will 
run less risk of contact with slaves. 
Plato regards the slave rraiaaywy6~, 
who accompanied the Greek youth 
out of doors, as a necessary ap
pendage (Laws 808 D): it is pos-

sible that Aristotle intends, with 
Lycurgus (Xen. Rep. Lac. 2. r), 
to prohibit rraiaaywyol. 

a Cp. Plato, Laws 729 B, a pas
sage which is perhaps the source 
of the saying 'maxima debetur 
pueris reverentia.' 

4 This was a point on which 
Xenocrates, the contemporary 
head of the Academy, especially 
insisted. He said that children 
needed ear-protectors more than 
pugilists did (Plutarch, de Reeta 
Ra ti one Audi en di, c. 2 ). 
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also the tastes and character are apt to be made or marred. 
At five a step in advance is taken, and from this age to 
seven boys are encouraged to be spectators of the training 
of the older boys, and to familiarise themselves with the 
look of the exercises \vhich they will shortly have to 
practise themselves 1• 

At seven The age of seven, we see, marked in Aristotle's edu
~i;~~~i~~-is cational scheme the point at which direct instruction 
to begi~. should begin-a view expressed in poems commonly at-
Education "b d H . d b h" h h d" d from se\'en tn ute to es10 , ut one w IC was muc 1spute 
todpufberty after Aristotle's day 2-and many Greeks, remembering 
an rom 
puberty to Solon's division of human life into periods of seven years 3, 

twenty-one. would expect to find him, in conformity with it, making 
the next educational period extend from seven to fourteen. 
Aristotle, however, prefers to follow ·the dividing-line 
which nature has drawn,' and to make, not any particular 
age, but the attainment of puberty4, which was commonly 
reckoned to fall about the sixteenth year 5, the term of the 
next period, though the period after that is to close at 
twenty-one. 

Com- Here at the threshold of the subject of education as 
mencement d" · · h d f · ( ') A · I · of the Fifth 1stmgms e rom reanng rpo<f>ri , nstot e, conscious 
Book. Re- perhaps of its magnitude and of the need of starting from 
currence to h l I f l · · "f h · h" theaporetic t e eve o popu ar 1mpress1ons l e IS to carry 1s readers 

T
mhethod. with him, reverts to that full use of the aporetic method 

ree ques- . . 
tionsasked: which marks the Third Book. He asks, first, \vhether any 
r. Should systematic arrangements are to be adopted respectine- the any syste- ~ 

matic education of the young: next, whether education should be 
:~~~;~-e managed by the State, or, as in most Greek States, left 
adopted in private hands : lastly, what scheme of education should 
with re-
spect to be adopted. 

1 Cp. Plato, Rep. 466 E sq. 
2 See Quinctilian. Inst. El. I. I, 

who mentions that Chrysippus 
would begin at three. The great 
Eratosthenes, however, agreed 
with Aristotle (Quinctil. ibid.). 

3 Solon, Fragm. 27. 
"' So the law of Gortyna dis

tinguished between the d.119(:Jo~ and 

the ry{3lwv. ' The distinction be
tween them seems to rest, not on 
any fixed limit of age, but on the 
physical development of the indi
vidual' (Biicheler und Zitelmann, 
Das Recht von Gortyn, p. 60). 

5 C. F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 
I. § 121 : Schiifer, Demosthenes, 
3. 2. 22 sqq. 
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The first question is easily answered. The existing the_ edu-

b f . . . . h . . f G k cat10n of a sence o system is lllJUnous to t e constitut10ns o ree the young? 

States, for it not only leaves them without the formed 2 • Sho_uld 
. education 

nat10nal character (~Bos) which they need to support them, be man-

but precludes all chance of that improvement of the na- ~~~~;;;e? 
tional character which is the beginning of constitutional 3. \\'hat 
· B 'd · · r scheme of improvement. esi es, some preparation is necessary 1or education 

the practice of virtue, no less than for the exercise of an should be 
. . adopted? 

art. As to the second quest10n, if the end of the State The two 

is one and the same for all its members, their education forrnt~r 
ques 10ns 

ought to be one and the same 1, and if so, both the are an-

f h . d · d h · f h swered in management o t is e ucatlon an t e pursuit o t e the affirm-

studies it comprises should be 'public' (Kow~v); or, in other a'.ive: _the 
. d1scuss1on 

words, the management should be m the hands of the State, of the third 

and the studies should be carried on, not privately and in extendhs 
overt e 

independent groups, but in a public fashion and in whole of 

common. Nor is it only because the studies will be the W~0{i!~d 
same that this should be so, but also because thus a public is not com-

. '11 b . d h d . f h . d' 'd l pleted in it. aim wi e impresse on t e e ucat10n o t e m ivi ua . 
The individual is a part of his State and belongs to his 
State, and this fact should be recognized in the organiza-
tion of education 2• 

1 Aristotle's language both in We are reminded of the aim of the 
the Politics (S (8). I. 1337 a 24) framers of the Book of Common 
and in the N icomachean Ethics Prayer, who say-' and whereas 
( 10. 10. 1180 a 28) seems to heretofore there hath been great 
imply that, notwithstanding the diversity in saying and singing in 
general acceptance of three or Churches within this realm, some 
four studies, the nature of the following Salisbury use, some 
education which a boy received Hereford use, and some the use of 
depended to a large extent on his Bangor, some of York, some of Lin-
father's caprice : one father might coln; now from henceforth all the 
be all for utilitarianism in educa- whole realm shall have butane use.' 
tion, another might be more 2 This argument for placing 
ambitious and send his son to education in the hands of the State 
some teacher of ra 7rf pLrra : one is interesting and not without 
might count the development of force, though perhaps education 
the character a more important in a large school is sufficient to 
thing than that of the intellect, give a boy that sense of being 
while another might take the part of a whole which Aristotle 
opposite view. Aristotle's object wishes to develope in him. The 
is that those who are to work rejoinder, however, is possible 
together as members of the same that it would not accustom him to 
State should be educated in the the feeling that he is part of the 
same way and educated together. State. 

\'OL. I. A a 
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Co_n~ict of The third question is one which will occupy us longer t. 
~t~~~~r~~ 'There is no agreement as to the subjects to be taught : 
ah~ of edu- people are not agreed what studies are best either with a 
cat10n and . . h b l'f d h h . the subjects view to virtue or to t e est 1 e; an t en t ere 1s a further 
tto beh question whether the aim should be the development of 
aug t. 

the character or the intellect 2• A reference to the actually 
prevailing system of education is highly suggestive of 
doubts, and it is by no means clear whether things useful 
for everyday life should be taught, or that which makes 
for virtue, or more out-of-the-way things 3, for each of these 
courses has its advocates ; and then again, there is no 
agreement as to what makes for virtue, since different 
persons understand virtue differently.' 

This being the state of opinion, a good opportunity 
offered itself for a recourse to the aporetic method, and 
Aristotle's first step is to look about him for any firm bit 
of ground he can find. Everybody, he says, agrees that, of 
things useful for life, all such as are necessary must be 
taught, and also whatever does not produce {3avavcrla, or, 
in other words, unfit the body or the mind for free pursuits. 
He adds, with an evident reference to the limitations which 
he intends to place on the study of music and gymnastic, 
that the risk of {3avavcrla is not incurred only in the study 
of useful things: there are also liberal studies which may 
produce {3avavcrla, if pursued in an over-exact way. It is 

1 It is one which it is the special 
function of rroAmi<ry to settle. Cp. 
Eth. Nie. I. I. 1094 a 28, Tivas yap 
Etvai XPEWIJ Troll £rricrT17µw11 £11 mis 
7TOAEcrt i<al rrolas £1<acrrnv> µa11Ba11EL11 
i<al µixpi Tivo>, [~ 7T0Am1<~] oia
TacruEi. 

2 Aristotle has already settled 
that the ultimate aim in education 
is to be the development of the 
reason (4 (7). 15. 1334 b 15), but 
the point he wishes to bring out is 
the unsettled state of common 
opinion on the subject of educa
tion, and he does not pause to 
remember that he has already 
done something towards the solu
tion of the problem. 

s Ta 7rEpLTT<l, 5 (8). 2. 1337 a 42, 
which may include a variety of 
things from the 'marvels of musical 
execution ' (Ta Bavµauia i<al rrEp1rra 
Twv €pywv, & vvv £)1.ryf..vBEv ds TOVS 
dy&was-, l1<. OE TWv dyWv(r)V €lS' T~V 
rraiodav, 5 (8). 6. 1341 a 11) to the 
i<oµo/a referred to by Euripides (3. 
4· 1277 a 19), among which phi
losophy was perhaps included. 
Socrates had imposed limits on 
the study of geometry (Xen. Mem. 
4. 7. 2, yewfLETpiav µixpi µiv TovTot1 
OELIJ µavBcivfLV €¢17, ews t1<a11&s TIS 

y€1101rn, EL 7rOTE OEryUELE, y~v µfrp<[J 
op8ws ~ rrapal..a{3E!11 ~ rrapaoov11a1 
~ oiavElµai ~''Epyov cirro0Eigacr8a1). 
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the aim with which things are done, rather than the things 
themselves, that makes the difference. To do work not in 
itself liberal for one's own sake, or for the sake of friends, 
or with a view to virtue 1 brings no f3avav<Y£a with it. We 
have got then as far as this, that whatever is necessary 
for life must be studied, and that we must steer clear of 
f3avav<YCa. 

At this point Aristotle recalls to remembrance the studies Things 

generally accepted in Greece in the hope of gaining some ~;rc~~;:ry 
further guidance in the construction of a scheme of educa- must be 
· Th h h r f h 1 taught, but tion. ere are, e says, t ree or 1our o t em-ypaµ,µ,ara not so a~ 

(reading and writing-Plato, Laws 810 B), yvµ,va<YTLK~, ~0 pro~uce 
µavavO'ta. 

µ,ov<YLK~: to these some would add drawing 2• The study Four sub-

of the first and last of these may easily be defended on ~~~1~0~: 
the ground of usefulness: reading, writing, and drawing ce~ted-

f 1 r , . h l -ypaµµaTa, are use u 1or many purposes; yvµ,va<YTLKYJ, agam, e ps to -yvµva-

make men brave. O'n"fi, µov-
' O'tl<TJ, -ypa-

But what are we to say of µ,ov<YLKYJ? Nowadays most "''"~· 
who study it do so for pleasure, but the aim of those who A

1 

ristotfle 
earns rom 

originally made it a part of education was to satisfy the an inquiry 

striving of nature to find a means of spending leisure-time;,~~ ~°:s
nobly3. And in this they were right, for if men should made a 

know both how to work and how to enjoy leisure aright, ~~:~~~on 
and leisure is closely connected with the end of life, while by ~het 

anc1en s, 
work is only a means to the end-so that leisure is that it is 

d · bl h k d ·f · · · legitimate more esira e t an wor -an I agam It IS easy to to employ 

l Ai' apETryv, 5 (8). 2. 1337 b 19: later On (5 (8). 4· 1338 b 13) a 
cp. c. 6. 1341 b 10, EV rnvTn yap view current among the Lace-
(i.e. EV TV rrpo> TOV> aywva> rraii:Mq.) daemonians as to the best way 
0 rrpaTTWV OU Ti]> aUTOV µ•rnxELpi(e- of developing courage which Epho-
TaL xapiv aperi}>, 0.¥..A.a Ti]> TWV rus had commended (cp. Ephor. 
aKov611Twv ]i!fovTj> K.T.A. ap. Strab. p. 480, rrpo> (;€ To µT, 

2 The Athenian Stranger in the IJELA.lav dAA.' 0.vC;peiav 1<paTii11 EK 
Laws is indifferent to the study of rraiC;wv orrA.oi> Kal rr61101> <rvvTpE-
drawing (769B). <fmv). Thatthemotivewithwhich 

8 Ephorus had said in the the authors of the current scheme 
introduction to his history, that of Greek education had included 
µ.ov<riKfi had been introduced Err' µov<r1Kfi in it was much discussed, 
ilrraTn Kai yoTJTEiq. (Fragm. 1 : Mill- we see from Athen. Deipn. 14. 
ler, Fr. Hist. Gr. I. 234). Aris- 626 f sqq. : Plutarch de Musica, c. 
totle tacitly controverts this view 26 : Polyb. 4. 20 sqq. : Plato, Rep. 
here, just as he tacitly controverts 410 B sqq. 

Aa4 
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studies in spend leisure-time in the wrong pleasures, then it is evident 
education h 
which are that education tending to a rig t use of leisure is even 
not strictly more requisite than education preparatory to work, and 
~~~e~~~~y, that education of the former kind is an end in itself, while 
~uche to a education of the latter kind is merely necessary and a 
ng t use of 
leisure. means to something further. We have, then, the authority 

of these ancient and venerated sages for the conclusion that 
it is legitimate to go beyond the limit of mere necessity in 
the choice of subjects of education. One, at all events, of 
the recognized subjects was introduced, not because it was 
necessary or useful 1, but because it was liberal and noble 
( E11.Evfhp{a Ka£ Kai\~) 2• We shall see later on, Aristotle 
adds, whether there are others on the same footing, and 
what they are, and how they are to be studied. He points 
out, however, at once, that even the more strictly useful 
studies, such as reading, writing, and drawing, deserve to 
be pursued on other grounds than those of mere utility. 

rvµva- The subject of yvµ.vaa-nK~ naturally comes up next, and 
:;~;1r;;:~;- now Aristotle reverts to the boys of seven, the settlement 
com~ ~r~t, of whose fate has been thrust aside pending the new in-
for trammg . 'A h d . f h b' d h f must begin qmry. s t e e ucat10n o a 1t must prece e t at o 
with the reason, and the education of the body that of the mind, 
b~y: ' 
hence the they must be handed over to yvµ.va<TTLK'YJ and the sister art 
boys of t naioorpi,8lK~-to the former, in order that a certain habit of seven mus 
be handed body may be developed in them; to the latter, in order that 

1 Democritus (Philodem. de 
Musica, 4. col. 36: Kemke, p. 108) 
had insisted that music did not 
owe its origin to necessity, but 
came in as a superfluity (€1e rov 
mpievVTo>, cp. Pol. 4 (7). IO. 1329 
b 27 sqq.), and argued from this 
that it was of recent origin, things 
necessary being discovered first. 
The Cynics rejected the study of 
music as not only unnecessary 
but useless (Diog. Laert. 6. 73 : 
6. 104): good musicians, they said, 
often had souls out of tune (Diog. 
Laert. 6. 2 7). Aristotle agrees that 
it is not necessary, but holds that 
it is useful (S (8). 5. 1339b 30). 

2 It is easy to see how a reader, 
starting from the average level of 
Greek prejudice, would find him
self gradually led on by this 
inquiry to more enlightened views 
of education, and how much of 
the traditional skill of a Socratic 
dialogue, though not its grace, has 
passed into Aristotle's handling of 
aporetic discussion. Antipater 
praised him for his persuasiveness 
(Plutarch, Alcib. et Corio!. compar. 
c. 3, 'Tl"pos Tois /J) .. AOIS u avT,p 1eal TO 
'Tl"EiBnv €t)(•v). To a Greek the 
appeal to oi dpxa'io1 would be as 
convincing as it is the reverse to 
ourselves. 
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they may learn the needful physical exercises and accom- om first t? 
1. h ' 'Yvµva<lTLICTJ p IS men ts. and 7Ta11lo-

Aristotle would, however, reform yvµva(J'nKry. Some, he rp1f3 11<fi. 

f h S h. h .d . h d rvµva-says, o t e tates w 1c pa1 most attention tot e e uca- <lr•Kfi,how· 

tion of the young gave them a physical training fit rather ever, must 
be re· 

for professional athletes than for future citizens, fatal to formed. 

beauty of form 1 and physical growth-fatal also, if we look 
back to another passage (4 (7). r6. r335 b 5 sqq.), to fitness 
for political activity and to health and vigour 2• The 
Lacedaemonians also erred, though in a different way: 
their system produced, not gluttonous, sleepy athletes, but 
fierce, wild, wolf-like men, for courage, they held, went 
with this temper, which Aristotle denies 3 : the bravest 
men are not, he says, fierce but gentle; true courage, we 
learn in the Nicomachean Ethics (3. r r ), goes with that 
love of ro KaA.6v, which marks the best type of manhood. 
Thus, even if the production of this one virtue, courage, 
were fit to be made the sole or chief end of yvµva(J'nKry, 
the Lacedaemonian State did not practise yvµva(J'TlK~ in the 
right way to produce it. In fact, by giving its sons an 
excessive gymnastic training and adding no sufficient in
struction in necessary attainments, this State did that 
which it least wished to do-it made them f3avav(J'oi 4, for 

1 De Gen. An. 4. 3. 768 b 29-
33. 

2 Euripides had said the same 
thing in the well-known fragment 
of his Autolycus (Fr. 284 N auck), 
and Plato (Rep. 404A): Epami
nondas also (Plutarch, Reg. et 
lmperat. Apophth. p. 192 C-D, 
TWV lJ€ orr'Atrwv lJE'i.v drrirpaivEv Etvat 
TO uwµa yeyvµvauµivov OVK dB>-TJTL
l<WS µ6vov dXXa Kat urparuilrtt<ws' 
aio Kai To'i.s rroXv<rapt<ois lrro
'AeµH). Philip of Macedon is 
reported to have compared the 
speeches of Demosthenes to sol
diers and those of Isocrates to 
athletes ([Plutarch], Decem Ora
torum Vitae, p. 845 D : see A. 
Schafer's note, Demosthenes I. 
293, and Diet. of Greek and 
Roman Biography, art. Cleo-

chares). Thebes was as fa
mous for its devotion to yvµvau
Ttt<ry as Athens was the reverse 
(Diod. 17. r r. 4: Xen. Mem. 3. 
5. I 5), and it is perhaps to it 
that Aristotle here refers. The 
Thebans, however, were splendid 
soldiers, as may be seen from 
Diodorus' striking narrative of 
their ill-advised and fatal, but 
noble resistance to Alexander 
(Diod. i7. cc. 9-14). 

s Cp. Eth. Nie. 3. I 1. r 116 b 24, 
where the courage of a wounded 
animal is distinguished from true 
courage, and Plato, Rep. 430 B. 

·
1 Cp. [Plato], Erastae, 136 

A-B. There was a proverb, 
eAEv0Eptwnpos ~rr6.pr7JS (Leutsch 
and Schneidewin, Paroemiographi 
Graeci, r. 246 : 2. 393). 
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it fitted them for the discharge of only one political func
tion, and for that less well than other States, if we may 
judge by the defeats which the Lacedaemonians haYe suf
fered in the field, since they have had to contend with 
antagonists equally devoted to gymnastic training. 

Thus Aristotle accepts yvµvaCTTLK~ on condition of being 
allowed to reform it. It must learn to take a truer view of 
its social function; it must increase men's physical strength 
without unfitting them for the public labours of a citizen or 
injuring the health; it must be so regulated as to be pro
ductive, not of mere fierceness, but of true courage, and 
not of courage only, for it must lay the foundation of a 
generalized excellence culminating in reason. 

With this aim Aristotle refuses to impose on boys who 
have not yet arrived at puberty any but light and easy 
forms of physical training 1, and postpones apparently all 
other studies till after this epoch, at which yvµvaCTTlK~ is to 
be abandoned for three years, and the studies of reading 
and writing, drawing and music to be begun 2• These 
studies are to be dropped in their turn at the expiration 
of the three years' term, and now for the first time 
yvµvaCTTLKf, is to be studied in its sterner form with its 
accompaniments of severe labour and a special diet. As 

1 Contrast the view of Plato, 
Rep. 536 E : ol µiv yap Tov uw11a
Tos '/l"OVOL {3iq. 'll"ovovµEvoi XE'ipov 
ovl3€v TO uwµa arrf pyci(ovrni, tvxii 
()€ {3iawv ovl3iv £µµovov µa817µa. 
'A">.178~, ifrp17. MT, To{vvv {3iq, Elrrov, 
6i /ipL<TTE, Tovs 'll"a'iaas lv To'is µaBl1-
µauiv, ai\i\a '/l"a{(ovrns Tp1frpf. Aris
totle says on the contrary (5. (8). 
4. 1338 b 40 )-11-<xpi µiv yap iffj 11 s 
Kovcp1lupa yvµvauia 'll"pouoiuTiov, 
TT,v {3iniov Tpocpr,v Kat TOv~· 'll"pOS avay
KT/11 '/l"OVOVS a'/l"E{pyovrns, Zva µ17fJiv 
EJJ-'ll"OfJiov v 'll"pos TT,v avg17ui11. 

2 Cp. 5 (8). 4. 1339 a 4, ornv ()' 
d¢' if[317s £T17 Tpia 'll"pos To'is /ii\Aot> 
µn8~µaui yivoovrni. It is not dis
tinctly said in this passage that 
other studies than that of gymnas
tic are to be delayed till puberty, 
but we learn in I 338 b 40 that 

boys are to be trained in gymnas
tic in the period preceding puberty, 
and Aristotle's principle is that 
the simultaneous exaction of men
tal and bodily labour is a mistake 
(1339a 7 sqq.). Zeller (Gr. Ph. 2. 
2. 737. 4) thinks that philosophical 
(wissenschaftlich) teaching is in
cluded among the studies referred 
to in 1339 a 5, but perhaps we 
can hardly infer so much from 
the use of the word &ta1101a in 
1339a 7, and Aristotle's principle 
seems rather to be to postpone 
the education of the reason, and 
to devote the years of youth to 
physical training and the training 
of the op£gns, though, no doubt, 
the op£gE!S are tO be trained with 
a view to the ultimate development 
of reason. 
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before, so now, it is to be studied by itself, for the simul
taneous exaction of mental and physical effort must be 
studiously avoided (5 (8). 4. 1339 a 7 sqq.) 1• 

We note in Aristotle's reform of yvµvao-riK~ the same 
aim as we shall trace in his reform of the musical education 
of the citizen. Neither yvµva(J"TLK~ nor µov(J"LK~ should be 
cultivated with a view to the attainment of technical skill 
or an one-sided excellence; the aim should rather be to 
lay the foundations of the broad excellence of the (J"1TovoafoS', 

a many-sided and evenly developed being, healthy and 
undistorted in body and mind. 

At this point Aristotle recurs to the subject of music, Aristotle 

with respect to which all that he has discovered is that f0a~~s~~ 
those who first made a place for it in education did so (µovuit<?/). 

. . What is its 
to supply the evident need of mankmd to possess a means exact value, 

of using leisure nobly (1337 b 29 sqq.). He will now push ::~ur'a.h~e 
his inquiries about it a little farther, and the first question concern 

th · · h · · f · 1 d · h ourselves at anses is, w at 1s its exact unction or va ue, an wit with it? 

what view should we concern ourselves with it? It natur-
ally occurs to us that he has already answered this question, 
and that it is with a view to occupation in leisure that music 
should be studied ; but in fact all that he has said is that 
this was the aim of those who first introduced its study; 
we shall find as we go on that this is far from being the 
only purpose answered by music. 

Is it, he asks, to be studied as a source of relaxation 
and recreation? Is it, like sleep or the convivial use of 
wine (µ~BTJ), a thing not in itself connected with virtue 2 

( n~v (J"1Tovoatwv ), but pleasant and a balm for care? Or 

1 Cp. Plato, Rep. 537 B. Yet a 
different view seems to be ascribed 
to Plato by Plutarch (de Tuenda 
Sanitate Praecepta, c. 2 5)-opB&is 
01,11 0 IlAclT<illl 7rap(JvHTE, MTjTE awµ.a 
1<t11E"i11 avev tvxT,s p.TjTe tvx~v avw 
u&>p.aTo~, dXX' olov Ttva uvvoopU!os 
luopp01rla11 lJiarpvAaTTHv. 

2 ~TrovlJala are connected with 
braivmi in Eth. Nie. 7.2. l 145 b 8: 

Aristot. Fragm. 83. l49oa 40: cp. 
also Eth. Nie. 1. 13. l102b 7, 
apyia yap f<TTLll 0 V1Tl'OS Trys ,PvxT]s, 
fl Aeyernt uTrovlJa[a Kat rpavAT/· 
The tests of ro uTrovoa'iov, however, 
appear best from Eth. Nie. 7. 15. 
u54a 31 sqq.: 10. 6. 1177 a 3. 
In Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 14 the word 
is used in a broader and less 
technical sense. 
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does it act on the character, and contribute to virtue by 
creating through habituation the power of finding pleasure 
in the things in which we ought to find pleasure? Or is 
it good for the rational use of leisure and for intellectual 
aptitude (oiaywy~v KaL <f>p6v7J<TlV)? 

Its use in education can hardly be justified on the first 
and third grounds, for learning music is not recreation to 
boys, and the rational use of leisure is not for them. But 
it may be said that they learn in youth, in order to pro
vide a recreation for themselves in manhood. But then 
why should they learn to sing and play themselves, for 
there is more recreation to be gained from following the 
king of Persia's example, and listening to first-rate pro
fessional players, than from playing and singing oneself, 
necessarily in a less excellent manner? If we can only 
get recreation from music by learning to play and sing in 
youth, must we not learn to cook in youth, in order to 
enjoy cookery in after-years? The same difficulty arises, 
if we take the view that music improves the character and 
tends to virtue, for the Lacedaemonians claim to be able to 
distinguish noble music from music of an opposite kind 
without having learned to sing or play in youth. And so 
again, if we account music a liberal occupation for leisure, 
we fail to discover why boys should be taught to sing or 
play, for Zeus, we know, finds employment in leisure in 
lz'stening to music; he is never made by the poets to sing 
or play himselfl. In fact, we call men who sing and play 
(3avav<Toi, and hold that the performance of music is un
worthy of a man, unless he is in his cups or in sport. 

Later on, we shall find that Aristotle sees a way of 
escape from these perplexities, and is able to clear away 
the doubts which he has started with regard to the Greek 
custom of learning in youth to sing and to play on some 
musical instrument 2• Boys, he will discover, are to learn 

1 An early poet, however, seems 
to have represented him as danc
ing : cp. Athen. Deipn. 22 C, Eif
µ17A.os 0€ o Kopivtlto~ ry 'Ap1<rtllaf rov 
.6.la op x.ovp.€1101/ 7TOV 7TapayH, AE)'<!JI/ 

p.EUUOLUW o' wpX.ELTO 7TUTTjp avopoov 
TE BEWV TE, 
2 It was not universal. As we 

see, the Spartans did not common
ly learn in youth to sing or play. 
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singing and playing, not in order to sing and play when 
they are men, but in order that, as boys, they may ex
perience the full educating power of music-which cannot 
be experienced without practice in youth ( 1340 b 23), let 
the Lacedaemonians say what they may-and as men, may 
get all the good from music that it is capable of giving, 
by using it not only for recreation, but also for the pur
gation of the emotions (d,8aprns) and for the employment 
of leisure (oiaywy~). 

But, for all that appears at present, Aristotle's discussion 
of the question whether boys should be taught to sing and 
play has led only to the negative conclusion, that whatever 
the function of music may be, the practice seems hard of 
defence; and he drops the subject--he had slipped, indeed, 
into a discussion of it unawares-foreseeing that he will be 
in a better position to deal with it, when he has considered 
another question, started at the beginning of the fifth 
chapter (1339 a 14), what the function of music exactly 
is, and whether it is a means of education or recreation, or 
an intellectual occupation for leisure (oiaywy~). 

There are plausible grounds, he says, for assigning to it all It is plea-

h f . I . l . . d h , . bl sant and a t ree unctions. t 1s p easure-g1vmg, an t ere1ore smta e source of 

both for recreation and for the rational use of leisure, for such refresh- d 
ment an 

an use of leisure should have in it something of pleasure, if recreation: 

The sons of kings were taught rid
ing and the art of war (3. 4. I 277 a 
18), and in this spirit Themistocles 
prided himself on his ignorance of 
the lyre (Plutarch, Themist. c. 2 : 

Cic. Tusc. Disp. r. 2. 4), and had 
his son Cleophantus made a 
'famous horseman' (Plato, Meno 
93 D). Pericles, on the contrary, 
learnt music of Damon (Plutarch, 
Perie!. c. 4). The Arcadians, as 
Polybius tells us in an interesting 
passage of his history (4. 20 sqq.), 
almost universally learnt to sing, 
which probably implies that they 
learnt also to play. The Thebans 
generally were devoted to the aliil.o> 
(Plutarch, Pelop. '-· 19), but 
Epaminondas used the harp 
(Cic. Tusc. Disp. I. 2. 4). The 

Cynics discountenanced all the 
generally accepted studies : cp. 
Diog. Laert. 6. 103-4, rrapatTovvrnt 
()€ Kai Ta lyKvK/\ia µaBfiµarn· yp&µ
µarn yovv µY/ µavBavELv €<f>a<rKEV a 
'Avnir8€v71> TOV> <rw<j>pova> yEvoµ.€
vov>, lVa }J-YJ {)1a<rrpEcpOtVTO TOLS UAAO
Tp~ots• TTEP_tatp~v<r'. (ii Ka,l yEw~ffpiav 
Kal µov<rtK71V Kat 7TUVTa Ta TOtaVTa .•• 
IIpo> rov €rrt8HKvvvrn alinf> µov<rtKY/v 
€¢71 ( o !:::,.wyiv71> ), 
yvwµat> yap av6pwv €i µiv OLKOVV

Tat 7TOA€Lf, 
EO ()' olKo>, oli o/ail.µola-t Kat TEpE-

T[<rµa<riv. 
Aristotle also wishes to develope 
yvwµ.71, but he holds that in youth 
this is best accomplished indi
rec!ly through a training in µov
<T<KIJ. 
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it is both also something of nobility. So that one might find in its 
n

1
olile ant d pleasurableness alone without going any further, a reason p easan, 

hence snit- for teaching music to the young. For it is one of those 
:~1i~~~I !se harmlessly pleasurable things which not only contribute to 
ofleisure. the end of life (E1Joaiµovfo), but also afford recreation after 
It would 
be well, labour. And as men take recreation often, but are rarely 
~~e;;!~~e, in fruition of the end, there is utility in having the pleasures 
the young of music at our command for recreation. Indeed, men 
music if f 1 . h d f l'' f h d h only f~r the o ten ma {e recreation t e en o l!e, or t e en as a 
sake of its kind of pleasure connected 'vi th it and so has recreation, 
future use . . . 
in recrea- and men m their quest of the pleasure of the end mistake 
~~~~u~~-d the pleasure of recreation for it : there is, in fact, really a 

resemblance between the pleasure of recreation and the 
end, for both are desirable for nothing subsequent and 
beyond them; the pleasures of recreation are desirable by 
reason of past toil1. Music then may· be resorted to as 
aff crding the pleasures of recreation, and also for its utility 
as a means of refreshment after toil, but may it not be 
merely an accident of music to be serviceable in these 

Its use, ways? May not its essential nature be something higher 2, 
however, 
as a source and ought we not to look for something more from it than 
ofdpleasure that widely shared kind of pleasure, of which human beine-s 
an recrea- ~ 

tion is, of all ages and characters are susceptible? Is it not 
~:~~~~s, capable of acting on the character (~8os) and the soul? This 
din~te and would clearly be the case, if under its influence we assume 
accidental: h' h . f h Th 
its essential t ts or t at vanety o c aracter. at we do so, may be 
valhue l!es proved by pointing to the effect of the melodies of Olympus, 
rat er m 
its power the (perhaps mythical) Phrygian musician, in producing 
to influence th . (, e ' ) h er f the cha- en usiasm EV ovcnacrµos , or even to t e euect o mere 
racter. imitative sounds without tune or rhythm 3. That music 

1 See Sus.2, Note 1038, who 
notices that in Eth. Nie. 10. 6. 
I 176 b 27 sqq., as Doring had re
marked, a somewhat different view 
is expressed, and offers a recon
ciliation of the two passages. 

2 Just as in the Nicomachean 
Ethics the true nature of Friend
ship is found neither in its 
pleasurableness nor in its utility, 

but in the fact that it stands in a 
close relation to virtue, so here the 
same thing is shown to be true of 
Music. 

8 'Ut si quis voce etiam sine 
cantu et rythmis iratum, exempli 
gratia, aut miserescentem imite
tur, audientes solent eisdern affec
tibus commoveri' (Sepulveda, 
p. 253). 
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po.ssesses the accidental quality of being pleasurable, is an 
additional argument in favour of its use in education, for 
virtue has to do with taking pleasure in the right things, 
and hence the very thing the youthful mind needs to be 
taught and habituated to do is to distinguish, and take 
pleasure in, noble characters and action 1• Now music 
brings before us in its melodies and rhythms more vividly 
than anything else can, images ( oµ.oiC:,µ.arn) of anger and 
gentleness, of courage and temperance and their opposites, 
and of every ethical state. To learn to feel pain and plea
sure in reference to the musical image is to learn to feel in 
the same way about the original of which it is a reproduc
tion. In things which appeal to other senses than the ear 
ethical suggestion is either entirely absent, as in the case 
of things we touch or taste 2, or it is not largely present, as 
in the case of objects of sight-I say not largely (Aristotle 
continues), for figures and colours are suggestive in this 
way, but not to any great extent, and all men possess a 
perception of their significance, whatever their age or worth 
or character3 • They are also rather indications than images 
of ethical states, and indeed they are not so much indi
cations of ethical states (Twv ~ewv) or of anything connected 
with the soul, as indications given by the bodily frame 
under the influence of emotion (Ev Toi:~ 7Talhcrw) 4• Still we 
need not deny statues and pictures all ethical influence 5, 

1 Plato had said the same thing, 
as Aristotle remarks in the Nico
machean Ethics (2. 2. II04 b 
l l sq.). Ramsauer refers to Laws 
653 A: Rep. 401, adding-' nee 
tamen ideo negandum brevius 
eiusdem dictum fortasse e scholis 
eius inter discipulos notum fuisse.' 

2 This solves the difficulty 
raised in l 339 a 39,' why cookery 
has not just as good a claim to 
be studied in youth as music. 

s It is implied that a perception 
shared by slaves and children and 
worthless men cannot be one of a 
very elevated character ( cp. c. 5. 
134oa 2sqq. : c. 6. 1341a15 sqq.). 

4 This would seem to be the 

meaning of l 340 a 34, Kat rnvr' 
Eu-rlv €rrl (or cirrO) Toil uWµaror Ev 
ro!~ mlB~cnv, but these words have 
been interpreted in many different 
ways. 

5 Plato probably agreed with 
Aristotle in 'estimating the prac
tical influence of sculptors and 
architects upon the national cha
racter as less important than that 
of poets and musicians' (l\lr. R. 
L. N ettleship, Hellenica, p. II7). 
He had, however, in the Republic 
(400 D-401 D)found images (µiµ~
µarn) of ethical characteristics, 
not only in music, but in the pro
ducts of painting, weaving, build
ing, and other arts. Aristotle 
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and so far as they possess any, it will be well for the young 
to be brought into contact rather with the works of artists 
who express moral character in their productions, such as 
Polygnotus, than with those of Pauson. But melodies need 
no help from anything else to reproduce, not merely to 
indicate, varieties of character, and this is clear from the 
impression they make on us, for melodies are connected 
with harmonies, and one harmony makes us feel quite 
differently from another: the mixo-Lydian harmony winds 
us up to a high-strung mood of lamentation, the more 
relaxed ones let us down to an easier state of mind, 
while the Doric harmony stands midway between these 
two extremes, and the Phrygian produces strong excitation 
of feeling. So too as to rhythms : some are quiet, others 
are suggestive of movement, and of the latter some are 
suggestive of vulgar, others of more noble movement. If 
music has this power, it must be used in the education of 
youth. It is indeed especially suitable for youth, for at 
that age we take willingly to nothing that has not sweet
ness. The soul seems also to have some kinship with 
harmonies and rhythms : many wise men call the soul 
a harmony, and others say that it possesses harmony. 

As to learn- But should music be learnt by learning oneself to play 
ing to sing h 
and play, and sing? It is not easy, w atever the Lacedaemonians 
it is not may say ( 1339 b 2), to become a good judge of music 1 

easy to 
become a in any other way. The study of music will not make men 
gfoodj~dge {3avavuoi-on the contrary, it will be an aid to virtue
o music 
without if they practise it only up to a certain point and up 
having t . d h . h k" d f . done so, to a cer am age, an use t e ng t m o instruments. 

perhaps intends tacitly to correct 
this view in the passage analysed 
in the text. He seems to us hardly 
to do full justice to the capabilities 
of formative art, or indeed of 
stage-acting, to say nothing of 
gestures, looks, and the like, in 
respect of ethical influence. L. 
Schmidt holds (Ethik der alten 
Griechen, 1. 207), that the Greek 
mind and heart received its 
strongest impressions through the 

eye, and perhaps he is right in 
this, but ethical influence, in Aris
totle's Yiew, finds its \Yay rather 
through the channel of the ear. 

1 Aristotle means by a good 
judge of music a man who adds 
to technical knowledge, or at all 
events the knowledge of the ?Tmm
lkuµ.€110~, a capability of recogniz
ing ennobling music and of distin
guishing it from music of an 
opposite kind. 
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Anything like a professional study of music (uxviK~ but t~e 
s. ' ) b 'd d b h h b practice of 71"aiuELa must e avo1 e y t ose w o are to ecome music and 

fit soldiers and citizens of the best State. They must singing 

h . f . f; h b h muot be carry t e practice o music ar enoug to get a ove t e confined to 

level of that undeveloped musical taste which is common the yhears odf 
yout , an 

to all men and even to some of the lower animals 1 ; far must not 

enough to learn to take pleasure in noble-by which Aris- ~:Y~:1:d 
totle means ennobling-music, but yet not to the point ce~tain 
tt · d · c · 1 · · h f pomt: the a ame m pro1ess10na competitions or tot at o attempt- instruments 

ing the mechanical achievements, the fashion of which has u
1
sedbmusht 

a so et e 
passed from those competitions to education 2• We can right ones. 

have nothing to do with any form of musical study that 
will interfere with the military and political activity which 
is to come later in the lives of our citizens, or that will 
make the physique unfit for such work. As to the instru-
ments to be used, pipes (avA.ot) and all instruments suitable 
to professional vz'rtuosi, such as the cithara, are to be pro-
hibited. The avA.6~ is not an ethical agent for the develop-
ment of the character, but orgiastic for the excitation and 
purgation of emotion; it excludes the use of the voice 3, 

and thus involves the loss of an element of education. 

1 Stags, mares, dolphins (Plu
tarch, Symposiaca, 7. 5. 2. 704 F). 
When Aristotle is said in this 
passage of Plutarch to have 
regarded the pleasures of sight 
and hearing as peculiar to man 
( aoK£L a€ µ.oqJ.'lae, AptUTOTEAT/f alTlg 
a1Kalg Tar 71"£PL Biav KaL dKpoau1v 
£vrra8£lar diToAvnv aKpauiar, wr 
µ.ovar av8pwmKar 00Uar' TilLf (j' 
aAAa1r KaL Ta B'Jpla cpvutv ;xovrn 
xpiju8ai Kat KOLVWV£LJJ), we must 
suppose that, if his opinion is 
correctly stated, he is speaking of 
their higher forms. 

2 This resembles the view ex
pressed by one of the interlocutors 
in the Erastae ascribed to Plato 
(135 C-136 B). Here also we 
find how much reluctance there 
was to connect liberal education 
with anything approaching x£t
povpyia (135 B). The Cynic 

Diogenes had spoken of the con
tests at the festivals of Dionysus 
as µ.•yaAa Bavµ.arn µ.wpolr (Diog. 
Laert. 6. 24). 

8 This was one of Alcibiades' 
objections to the use of the avAor; 
he objected to it also on account 
of its distortion of the face and its 
consequent unsuitableness for a 
man !;f br~e~ing., C~. Plut.~Alcib. 
c. 2, €TL a£ TryV µ.Ev Avpav T<e xpw
µ.evce uvµ.cp8iyy£u8ai Kai uuv4aE1v, 
TOV li' av>..ov lmuToµ.i(Etv Kai a1TO
cppaTT£LV €KauTov Tfiv u <f>wvryv Kat 
Tov Aoyov dcpaipovµ.£vov. "AvA•iTw
uav oliv,'' €¢77, "617{3aloov 7ra'i8£~, oV 
yap 'iuaut aiaAey£u8aL' Tiµ.'iv ae TOlf 

'A8.,,valo1r, wr oi rraTepEr Aeyovu1v, 
dpxT/y€nr'A8'1va Kal iTaTp~or 'ArrdA.
>..wv luTlv, 6iv ~ µ.f.11 i!pptt€ TOii avA.011, 
0 ll€ Kat TOV aVAT/TfJV l~iaElp•." 
Aristotle hints that the objection 
of Athene to the av>.or was based 
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We have not yet, however, said (Aristotle continues, c. 7. 
1341 b 19) whether all harmonies and rhythms should be 
used with a view to education or only some of them, nor 
whether the answer we give to this question will hold also 
for those who are learning to sing and play with an educa
tional object, or, on the other hand, whether in their case 
the further question will not have to be considered, what is 
the relative educational value of rhythm and of melody, 
and whether music good in rhythm or good in melody 
should be preferred 1• Those who desire a full treatment 
of these questions must be referred to the works of those 
musicians and philosophical inquirers on the subject of 
mu~ical education who have dealt with them: we can only 
treat of them in outline. 

The melo· Philosophers have divided melodies into three classes-
dies (µt>-11) h" 1 1 d" ( 'l'.I ') h d . h . ( used in edu- et ica me o ies riviKa , t ose connecte wit action 7rpaK-
cation must nKa), and those which stir enthusiasm (Ev8ova-wa"TiKa)-and 
also be cor-
rectly have allotted a particular kind of harmony to each; and 
~~ls~~ies we have rec;ognized that music should be used for many 
are ethical, purposes-for education, for the purging of the emotions 
:~~~~~~:n, (Kci8ap<n<> ), for the intellectual use of leisure (owywy~), and for 
or ~nthusi- recreation. We shall accordingly find an use for all three 
ast1c, each k" d f h · b h 11 · h · d sort having m s o armomes, ut we Si a use "\nt a view to e uca-
an. apphro- tion only those which are most ethical, and reserve the 
pnate ar-
mony of two other kinds for occasions when "\Ve listen to the per-
~i~h'~· formances of others, instead of playing ourselves. For 
view to though it might be thought that harmonies which arouse 
education 
those bar- feelings of enthusiasm or fear or pity, and purge these 
monies emotions, are useful only to a few over-fraught spirits, this 
which are 
most ethi- is not really so : all are more or less in need of music of 
cal ~re tod be this kind and relieved by it 2. The melodies also which 
pre1erre , 

on graver grounds than its inci
dental distortion of. a handsome 
face (1341 b 4 sqq.). 

1 It would seem, in fact, from 
the close of c. 7 (1342 b 29 sqq.), 
that boys learning to sing and 
play should practise harmonies 
like the Lydian, which are at once 
suitable to their tender age and 

valuable for their educational 
effect, so that the educational 
Yalue of a harmony is not the 
only thing to be considered in the 
choice of music to be practised 
by those learning to sing and 
play. 

2 Contrast Plato's view of the 
effect of poetry which calls forth 
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purge emotion are similarly productive of innocent pleasure. such as the 

Melodies and harmonies of this nature may therefore be ~~~~h for 

allowed to professional show-performers. Nay more, we the other 

must make provision for the inferior type of auditor which f~~1:~f~h 
cannot fail to be found in a State in which artisans and Music is 

useful
day-labourers will have to exist; we must not leave these the purging 

classes without musical entertainments and competitions 0.f the ehmo-
t10ns, t e 

suitable for their moments of recreation. For audiences of intellectual 

this kind the use of an inferior kind of music is allowable, r:i~:r~ 
but only for them. With a view to education the Doric and re~re-

. . ation-the 
harmony is to be used, and any other which those who other kinds 

have studied both philosophy and music may recommend. ofharbmony 
may e 

The Doric harmony is at once the quietest and the most used. 

expressive of manliness ; it is also a mean between ex
tremes, neither too high-strung in feeling nor too relaxed. 
The Phrygian harmony, which had met with approval from 
Plato in the Republic, is held by Aristotle to be unfit for 
use in education, as being nearly akin to the avi\os and the 
dithyramb, and expressive of Bacchic excitement. 

A few other remarks follow, and then the Fifth Book 
breaks off without entering on the subject of rhythms, 
which had been announced for treatment. 

The whole discussion shows how powerful was the On Aris· 
. fl f . h G k . d d h 1 1 t<Jtle's '·iew m uence o music on t e ree mm , an ow c ose y of Music 

its influence had been studied ; · ethical' melodies had and its 

been parted off from those which stimulated to action 1 uses. 

and from those again which at once excited and purged 

strong emotion (Rep. 605 C sqq.). 
He regards it as simply weaken
ing to the character, whereas 
Aristotle sees that both it (Poet. 6. 
1449 b 27) and music of a similar 
kind have their use. On the other 
hand, in Laws 790 C-791 B, Plato 
goes far to anticipate the view of 
Aristotle, though it is rather to 
physical movement, or physical 
movement accompanied by music, 
than to music alone, that he ap
pears to ascribe the soothing and 
calming influences of which he 

speaks. If we may trust Aris
toxenus, the notion of KriBapcnf 
by music originated with the 
Pythagoreans (Aristox. Fr. 24 : 
Muller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 2. 280, ol 
IIvBayoptKo[, Wf €¢17 'AptCTTD~Evof, 
KaBapCTE< lxpwvro rov µiov CTwµarof 
a1a Tijf larp11<ijf, Tijf ae tuxryf aia 
Tijf µovCTtKijf). 

1 Oarsmen, reapers, and vine
dressers (Philodem. de Musica, 4. 
8. 6 sqq.) found encouragement, 
when at work, in music, no doubt 
of this kind. 
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emotion, with a distinctness quite unfamiliar to ourselves. 
'We only want a closer analysis to detect the same 
qualities in our own composers. Much of the best music 
we now hear is unduly exciting ; it feeds vain long
ings, indefinite desires, sensuous regrets 1.' Aristotle, we 
see, is careful to keep the minds of the young out of 
the way of exciting or enervating music, and to use in 
their education quiet airs expressive of manly feeling. 
Not all the tunes, perhaps not all the hymn-tunes we 
use in the education of the young, would be approved 
by him. 

He differs from Plato in recognizing a variety of 
legitimate uses for music. Plato had tolerated it in the 
Republic only so far as it contributes to virtue. Aristotle 
tries to see it in its whole relation to human life. It is a 
source of harmless pleasure and has legitimate claims to 
recognition on this ground 2• It is ·sweet after toil' -a plea
surable and restful recreation for the wearied. It is, like 
tragedy (Poet. 6. 1449 b 27), a means of freeing the' o'er
fraught heart ' from an excessive accumulation of emotion. 
In it, again, we have a means of making an intellectual use 
of leisure. It is, lastly, of use in forming the character. It 
brings before us, more vividly than the 'hints' ( <r1)µE'ia) of 
painting and sculpture, 'images' ( oµoi©µarn) of character and 
action, and if care is taken in the early years of life that 
the character and action reproduced in the music practised 
are good, it habituates the mind to the love of that which 
is good and noble and to a distaste for that which is not 
so. In order fully to understand the importance of the 
part assigned by Aristotle to music in the development 
of the <r?Tovoa'ios, we must bear in mind that to him, unlike 
some modern moralists, a man is not really virtuous unless 
he finds pleasure in the exercise of virtue. It is precisely 
this identification of the good and the pleasurable that 
music is the earliest means of producing. 

1 See Mr. Mahaffy, Old Greek 
Education, p. 73. 

2 He had said the same thing 

of the institution of several pro
perty (2. 5. 1263 a 40 sqq.). 
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For each of these purposes Music has appropriate 
melodies, harmonies, and instruments. For education we 
must use only the most' ethical' melodies, the Dorian har
mony 1, and the lyre. But it does not follow that we must 
with Plato expel from the State all melodies, harmonies, 
and instruments, that are not fit for educational use. 
Aristotle goes so far as to allow, even in his best State, of 
the use, in public entertainments and competitions, of 
music suitable to the taste of auditors of an inferior type, 
feeling quite secure that his citizens will not be corrupted 
by it, for they will find it repulsive and not attractive to 
their well-trained taste. The music that will please them 
will be ennobling music; they will not need to be 
guarded as if they were children from every possibility 
of harm ( cp. 4 ( 7 ). I 7. l 336 b 21-2 3). Aristotle desires to 
give music, as he also desires to give tragedy and even 
comedy, its full natural verge and scope. He is more 
careful than Plato had been not to impoverish the life 
of his State, or to curtail its opportunities of making 
a rational use of leisure; he wishes its enjoyment of the 
goods of civilized existence to be full and complete. 

Aristotle's scheme of education, in the form in which it On Aris

has come down to us, closes abruptly without even com- tothle's f 
sc erne o 

pleting the subject of music, for as to the rhythms which education. 

are to be used and as to the relative educational value 
of rhythm and tune we are left altogether in the dark, 
though we look for some treatment of both these subjects 
(cp. c. 7. 1341 b 24 sqq.). We hear nothing with regard 
to the use of poetry or dancing in education-subjects 
which Plato had considered at length-nor is anything 
said with regard to the use of prose-recitation, which 
Plato had recommended in the Laws. When the subject 
of Poetry comes to be treated in the Poetics, we find it 
treated not from a social or educational, but from a 

1 This rule appears to be so far commended in the case of boys 
modified in c. 7. 1342 b 29 sqq., learning to sing and play. 
that the Lydian harmony is re-

YOL. I. B b 
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literary point of view. Above all, the inquiry breaks off 
before the culminating epoch of education is reached
that in which the reason is developed, not indirectly 
through the likings, but directly. Our latest glimpse 
of the youthful object of Aristotle's care is obtained at 
the moment when at the age of 19 or thereabouts he 
is committed for the first time to the tender mercies of 
the sterner form of yvµ,va<J'TLKlJ, and left, we do not exactly 
know for what period, but probably till the age of 21, in 
the hands of the gymnastic trainer. We cannot tell 
whether Aristotle was about to follow the example of 
Plato 1 and to crown his scheme of early education with 
a long course of philosophical study, but some direct 
training of the reason was probably intended to begin 
at 21 2

• 

The main novelty in Aristotle's treatment of the subject 
of education, if we compare it with Plato's, seems to be his 
fuller and more reasoned adoption of the principle that its 
successive stages are to be adjusted to those of the physical 
and psychological development of the individual 3-that the 
body, the appetites, and the reason are to be successively 
taken in hand as they successively develope, but that the 
training of the body should be such as to develope healthy 
appetites, and the training of the appetites such as to 
develope the reason. His scheme consequently differs from 
those of Plato 4 in making gymnastic training of the right 
kind the main business of the earlier years of life, in 

1 Rep. 537 sqq. 
2 As Aristotle does not, like 

Plato, find the root of right con
duct in speculative insight, but 
distinguishes the sources of cpp6v'l
utr and uocf>ia, it would have been 
interesting to know by what train
ing of the reason he proposed to 
develope cpp6vrwir. Perhaps, if 
we were in possession of his views 
on this subject, we might find that 
in relation to it, no less than in 
his treatment of practical philoso
phy generally, he would adhere 
less closely than we might expect 

to the principle laid down in the 
Nicomachean Ethics. 

3 Plato had already said (Laws 
653) that the tastes and disposi
tion of boys must be trained before 
their reason is trained. 

4 See Sus.2
, Note 970, for a 

sketch of the schemes of education 
set forth by Plato in the Republic 
and Laws. Plato's scheme of 
education in the Republic is, it 
should be observed, intended for 
cpuA.uKH and apxovnr-.c\ristotle's 
for citizens generally. 
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beginning other training later-at puberty instead of the 
age of lo, as in the State of the Laws (809 E)-and in 
devoting only three years instead of six or more to 'studies 
other than that of gymnastics' (roL's IJ.A.Aois µa8~µ.ain, 5 (8). 
4· 1339 a 4 sqq.). 

They both, however, agree in the important view that 
school is a place for forming the tastes and giving a right 
direction to the appetites and likings, for inspiring a love 
of all that is noble and a distaste for that· which is the 
reverse, rather than for pouring in knowledge or directly 
developing the reason, though Plato finds room before 
the age of 18 (which Aristotle cannot positively be said 
to do) for the beginnings of mathematical education. 
Hence it is that gymnastic and music are accepted by 
them as the main means of education in youth. Looking 
forward as they both perhaps did to a long course of 
education carried on till middle life 1, they did not need to 
make youth a time for the rapid acquisition of a mass of 
positive knowledge. They held that the main business of 
school-education is the formation of the tastes and cha~ 
racter, and that the studies which are in place at school are 
studies adapted to this end 2• Music was pre-eminently 
such a study 3• The Greek youth was evidently unused to 

1 This cannot be proved as to in the case of boys were to secure 
Aristotle, but it is very probable. a sound and healthy body-µn
If We fee] instinctively inclined to paKta p.iv Ovra Kat rrat6as /Lfl/)UKLOOCJ71 
reject the idea of an education rraiCJ•iav Kal cpt"Aouocpiav [CJ•I] µera
such as that designed by Plato, x•ipi(•uBai, Twv TE uc.iµaTc.JV EV <f 
which did not close, at any rate {3AaCTTUVEL TE Kat avCJpovrat EO µaAa 
for the elite, till 35, we must bear E'lrt/L€AftCT8ai, U'lrT)pECTiav cpt"Aouocplg. 
in mind that the ancients not un- Krc.iµivovs· rrpowvuris (Ji Tijs T,A<Kias, 
frequently became the pupils of EV n ;, o/vxT, TEArnvuBai 8.px•rat, 
instructors in rhetoric and philo- EmT•lvELv Ta h•lv71s yvµvacrta. Plu
sophy at a ripe age, that Plato and tarch, unlike Aristotle, would 
Aristotle held years and experience have children •accustomed from 
to be needed for the study of some their earliest years to receive their 
of the sciences, and that oral in- lessons and instruction mingled 
struction came more naturally to with philosophic reason, that so 
many Greeks than the reading of they may come at last as kind and 
books, all the more so that it was familiar friends to philosophy' (de 
usually conjoined with conversa- Reeta Ratione Audiendi, c. 2). 
tional discussion. 3 The argument is occasionally 

2 Plato speaks in one passage used at the present day, that 
(Rep. 498 B) as if the main thing literature is preferable to physical 

Bb:z 
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the hard intellectual efforts, which later ages with more or 
less success have sought to impose upon boys, and the 
attractiveness of music was a fact in its favour. It was 
attractive, and yet powerful as a means of imperceptibly 
winning the mind to virtue. A boy needs to be won to the 
side of virtue long before his reason can be appealed to, 
and this can be done through music. Music reproduces 
character, and one who has learnt in youth to love noble 
music will have learnt with the help of the musical image 
( 6µ.o[wµ.a) to love all that is noble in character and action. 
Premature attempts to make a boy understand why this 
or that is right are out of place : let him learn to love 
what is right first and wait till later to learn why it is so. 
Enough will have been done, if at twenty-one years of age 
he turns out to possess a robust, agile, and healthy 
physique, correct likings, and a disposition to which all 
that is ignoble is distasteful. 

Aristotle's scheme of youthful education stands in marked 
contrast to that plan of encyclopaedic study which Milton 
sketches in his treatise on Education, and still more to the 
training which the late Mr. J. S. Mill appears to have re
ceived from his father. As its outcome at the age of twenty
one, we may imagine a bronzed and hardy youth, healthy in 
body and mind, lithe and active, able to bear hunger and hard 
physical labour, skilled in wrestling, running, and leaping, 
but also able to sing and play the lyre, not untouched by 
studies which awake in men the interests of civilized beings 
and prepare them for a right use of leisure in after-years, 
and though burdened with little knowledge, possessed of 
an educated sense of beauty and an ingrained love of what 
is noble and hatred of all that is the reverse. He would 
be more cultured and human than the best type of young 
Spartan, more physically vigorous and more reverential, 
though less intellectually developed, than the best type of 
young Athenian-a nascent soldier and servant of the State, 

science and mathematics as a sub- Plato and Aristotle use this argu-
ject of youthful education, because ment in favour of music. 
of its influence on the character. 
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not, like most young Athenians of ability, a nascent orator. 
And as he would only be half-way through his education at 
an age at which many Greeks had finished theirs, he would 
be more conscious of his own immaturity. We feel at 
once how different he would be from the clever ]ads who 
swarmed at Athens, youths with an infinite capacity for 
picking holes and capable of saying something plausible 
on every subject under the sun. 

The aim of Aristotle is to produce a man who will be 
capable of playing successively a number of different parts 
-of being first a soldier, and then a ruler or judge or 
philosopher, in his best State. He does not educate with a 
view to private life, or in the way most likely to develope 
one-sided genius, but rather with the aim of building up an 
ensemble of character suited to the ideal society and to the 
duties which it successively imposes on the citizen. 

Education with us is so inseparable from instruction and 
the communication of knowledge, that we can hardly enter 
into a scheme which finds so little time in youth for 
serious intellectual study, and makes its main aim till 
the age of twenty-one the formation of the tastes and 
character-a matter which we deal with only indirectly. 
Aristotle declines to give a direct training to the intellect, 
till he has first laid a solid foundation of character. In his 
view the object of youthful education is to produce a being 
\\·ho will find his happiness in the exercise of the moral 
and intellectual virtues-to whom not only vice, but an 
over-estimate of external and bodily goods, will be dis
tasteful-who will live for the noblest things that men can 
live for, simply because to do otherwise would be painful to 
him. No higher conception of the aim of education could 
well be formed, and we see every day how much character 
has to do even with purely intellectual achievements. Yet 
perhaps Aristotle delays unduly the cultivation of the in
tellect. \Ve may doubt whether the youths who gathered 
round Socrates would have been content with a diet of 
yvµvaCJ"nK~ and µovCJ"LK~, till they reached the due official age 
-content to postpone all deeper problems and to silence 
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for a time the stirrings of reason. It has already been 
remarked that Aristotle seems occasionally to overrate the 
immaturity of youth and its contrast with manhood. But 
if he postpones the appeal to reason, it is in order that it 
may be all the more effectual when it is made. His view 
that no education is good which does not culminate in 
rationality-in a reasoned perception of truth, goodness, 
and beauty-that to be educated is to be in the best sense 
rational, is one which possesses permanent value. 

To him as to Plato, the production of a fully and har
moniously developed man ( <T1Tovoa'i:os) is the work of years, 
and the final result of a laborious and long-continued 
system of habituation 1, commencing in the regulation of 
marriage, and culminating in the development of the reason. 
Hence his sense of the importance of the social and po
litical environment of the individual. 

Our attempt to sketch the ideal State of Aristotle, so 
far as it is known to us, is now complete, but it remains to 
trace its genesis, and to view it in relation to previous ideals 
and to the results of earlier inquiry. 

The actual State, whether Greek or barbarian, Aristotle 
tells us, was little conscious of a distinct aim, but so far 
as an aim was impressed on its institutions, it was com
monly that of supremacy and empire (n) Kpau:'Lv, 4 (7). 2. 

1324 b 5 sqq.). He traced \Hitten laws or unwritten 
customs tending to this end at Carthage no less than in 
the Lacedaemonian and Cretan States-among the Persians 
of Asia no less than the Thracians, Macedonians, Scy
thians, Celts, and Iberians of Europe. \Ve hear of writers 
on politics who took the same view, and glorified Lycurgus 
because he had taught those for whom he legislated 'to win 
empire over many by teaching them how to face perils' 
(4 (7). 14. 1333 b 16-::n). 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 2. r. 1103b 23, ou 
p.11cpo11 0{;11 8tacpipn To ovrws i) ovrws 

fU8vs lK viwv /Bi(m·Bm, ai\A.a mip.
rroi\v, p.<tAAOV 8e TO rrav. 
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Most authors of' best constitutions,' however, appear to 
have followed a different path. They concerned them
selves especially with questions relating to the distribution 
of property, holding that civil discord always arose in 
relation to property (2. 7. 1266 a 36 sqq.). They thus 
seem to have made the avoidance of civil discord ( CTTct<Tis-) 
their aim. It is true, of course, that internal harmony is a 
main condition of success in war, so that the two aims did 
not lie far apart 1 • 

They probably inherited their view of the importance of 
a due regulation of property from some of the earliest 
legislators of Greece-men, for instance, like Pheidon of 
Corinth (2. 6. 1265 b 12 sqq.). One main object of early 
legislation seems to have been the maintenance of the 
original number of lots of land. It is probable that the 
citizen-body in many early States, and especially in colonies 
and States founded on conquest, consisted only of those 
who owned one or more of the lots into which the territory 
was at the outset divided. We gather, at all events, that 
the plan followed at Aphytis, a city of the Thrace-ward 
region (8 (6). 4. 1319 a 14 sqq.), by which the owner of a 
fraction of one of the original lots was accounted a citizen, 
was an exceptional one. It is easy to see that a citizen
body thus composed was in a somewhat dangerous position. 
A large body of non-citizens was likely to grow up around 
this nucleus of privileged persons, and if, as no doubt 
frequently happened, the numbers of the privileged dwindled 
through the union of more lots than one in the same hands, 
the state of things which we find existing at an early date 
in many Greek States could hardly fail to arise. Power 
would be in the hands of a few families, girt round by a 
'hungry people' creeping ever nigher. To keep power in 
their hands it was essential to maintain their numbers, and 
with this aim the owners of the lots were often forbidden to 

1 Another characteristic of 
ordinary speculation about law 
was its fragmentary character 
(Plato, Laws 630 E, oUJ' arrf p ol 
-r&iv vi'v EW71 rrpon8iµEvoi {71rova111· 

? ' .,.. ~' ' , , 
OV yap av EIW<TTM EV XPEICf y1yv71rat, 
roiiro {71rri vi:v rrnpa8iµ<vof, o µiv 
ra rrEpt r&iv KA~pwv Kat E1i1KA~pw11, 
0 (J~ T~f alKtaf rripc, aAAoi (J~ (i"AAa 
arra µvpia rotavrn). 
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alienate or mortgage them 1, the giving of dowries and the 
marriage of heiresses were strictly regulated, the possession 
of land in excess of a certain amount was made illegal, and 
power to adopt a son was often conceded. If war and 
famine and pestilence did not sufficiently reduce the 
numbers of the unenfranchised population, it was usually 
possible to fall back on the resource of founding a colony, 
or perhaps the perils of the governing class might be 
opportunely lessened by the growth of commerce and 
manufactures. We can readily understand how it happened 
that many States were glad to have a number of colonies 
connected with them, which served as outlets not only 
for their produce and their manufactures, but also for their 
surplus population. A further danger arose from the 
circumstance that the lots do not seem to have been 
necessarily, or perhaps even commonly, equal. Phaleas of 
Chalcedon is said to have been the first to propose legis
lation for the purpose of making them equal (2. 7. 1266a 39). 
His views were apparently put forth in the form of a 
'best constitution,' but he trod in the steps of the early 
legislators to whom we have referred ; at all events he 
hoped everything from the plan of giving every one the 
same amount of land. 

Pythagoras Pythagoras 2 saw deeper and devised a remedy which 
and Pytha- . 
goreanism. proved, for a time at least, effectual. He seems to have 

been a citizen of Samos in the days when Samos was 
mistress of the seas, and is said, not improbably, to have 
emigrated to escape from the rule of Polycrates. Tyrants 
were foes to haip{ai (7 (5). II. 1313 a 41), and an haip[a 

was precisely what Pythagoras aimed at founding 3• He 
1 According to Plato (Rep. 

552 Asq.: cp. 536A), this whole
some measure, as he considers it, 
was not commonly adopted in oli
garchies, for the rich oligarchs in 
power would be unwilling to lose 
the chance of stripping spend
thrifts of their possessions and 
thus growing richer themselves. 
He seems to regard it rather as 
congenial to a constitution like 

the Lacedaemonian, which, as we 
know from Aristotle (Pol. 2. 9. 
I 270 a I 9 ), put a stigma both on 
the sale and on the purchase of 
patrimonies. 

2 It is not intended to suggest 
that Phaleas was prior in date to 
Pythagoras, which is far from 
likely. l'\ othing is known of the 
date of Phaleas. 

3 Besides, the rule of a tyrant 
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carried his ascetic aims to a region which lived for material 
enjoyments. 'Among the Achaeans of South Italy,' says 
Mommsen 1, 'the spit was for ever turning on the hearth 2.' 

He appears to have found Croton in the hands of a limited 
body of citizens, whose power was waning, and to have 
given a new lease of life to the oligarchical constitution, 
not by methods such as those we have noticed, but by 
breathing a new and more ethical spirit into the rule of the 
Few. He sought out the best of the young nobles of 
Croton and other cities, taught them to live an ascetic life 
of temperance and friendship, and formed them into a 
brotherhood which ultimately brought not only Croton 
but several other cities of South Italy under its direction. 

His originality consisted in this, that he was at once a 
philosopher, the founder of a religion, and the head of a 
brotherhood. No one quite like him appears ever to 
have existed in Greece. More lessons than one were to 
be learnt from his career. It proved, in the first place, 
that philosophers could 'be kings,' and that the dream of 
Plato was a dream that had once come true. Philosophy 
had once upon a time established her competence to rule, 
and would not easily forget that she had done so, or cease 
to make her voice heard in the politics of Greece. Occa
sionally, in fact, we find philosophers actually ruling in 
Greece. The saying ran that Thebes never flourished till 

it was ruled by philosophers (Rhet. 2. 23. 1398 b 18). The 
careers of Epaminondas, Archytas, Dion, and others showed 
that philosophers sometimes made noble rulers. More 
usually, however, we find philosophers the advisers of 
rulers, and this perhaps was their true function. In the 

would be especially hateful to an 
ascetic like Pythagoras, if only 
because tyrants commonly lived 
luxurious lives. 

1 History of Rome, I. 143 E.T. 
2 His appearance at Croton may 

be compared to the appearance of 
Calvin at Geneva. When Calvin 
came to Geneva, it' was apparently 
in a state of political, ecclesiastical, 
and moral decay ... An unbridled 

love of pleasure, a reckless wan
tonness, a licentious frivolity had 
taken possession of Genevan life, 
while the State was the plaything 
of intestine and foreign feuds ... 
It was a commonwealth torn to 
pieces by party spirit, the inde
pendenceof which was endangered' 
(Hausser, Period of the Reforma
tion, I. 314 E.T.). 
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one way or the other, Greek philosophers found means of 
exercising political influence, and their influence was com
monly an ennobling and moderating influence. It is, 
perhaps, because the spheres of philosophy and politics 
were so little held apart, that Plato and Aristotle conceive 
the problem of political philosophy in the practical way 
they do-that their aim is to come to the rescue of the 
Greek State, and to make it as much as possible what it 
ought to be. 

The career of Pythagoras also ~howed how much could 
be done by education and by regulating men's habits of 
life. A whole group of States had been mastered by 
a handful of carefully trained nobles. If a sect could do 
so much, what might not a State do, which set to work 
in the same way! 

Nor was this all. Plato was greatly influenced by the 
Pythagorean doctrines 1, and if Aristoxenus' account of 
them is not unduly coloured by his Peripateticism 2, we 
can trace their influence even in the Politics of Aristotle. 
We do not learn from Aristoxenus how the Pythagoreans 
connected their ethical and social teaching with the nume
rical basis of their Ontology, though a connexion may often 
be conjectured. They taught that 'there was no greater 
evil than the absence of rule (avapxCa): the secret of safety 
for man is to have somebody over him 3.' Here we are 
reminded of a well-known passage of Plato's Laws ( 942 A 
sqq.). 'Men were to be full of reverence for gods and 
Oa{p.OVE~, and, after them, for their parents and the laws' 
(Aristox. Fragm. 19: cp. Plato, Laws 917 A). 'It was 
right to adhere to the ancestral laws of the State, even if 
they were a little inferior to others 4 .' Here they went 
even beyond Plato, whose desire for fixity of law did not 
induce him absolutely to prohibit all change (Laws 769 D : 
cp. 772 A-D). Aristotle perhaps has the Pythagorean 

1 See Prof. Lewis Campbell, 
Introduction to the Politicus of 
Plato, p. xx. sqq. 

2 He seems to have been ac
quainted with some still survi\·ing 

members of the sect (Fragm. 12: 
Muller, Fragm. Hist. Graec. 2. 

27 5). 
8 Aristox. Fr. 18. 
4 Aristox. Fr. 19. 
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doctrine in his mind in a passage of the Politics ( 2. 8. 
1269 a 14 sqq.). 'The relation between rulers and ruled 
was thus conceived by them :-the rulers were not only 
to be men of knowledge, but loving to those they ruled, 
and the ruled were not only to be obedient but fond of 
their rulers 1.' There was, it would seem, to be a 'har
mony of contraries' in the State as in the Universe 2 • 

Rulers and ruled were to be friends, and when Aristotle 
tells us that some found in 'good-will' the true basis of the 
relation between master and slave, he may be referring 
to the Pythagoreans. Order and proportion, limit and 
measure were to them the life-breath of virtue, and also 
of the State: here again was a doctrine which profoundly 
influenced later speculation. They had their views as to 
the begetting and education of children (Aristox. Fr. 18, 
20); they commended a sparing diet; their enthusiasm 
for mathematics passed to Plato, their high estimate of 
gymnastic, and still higher estimate of music, passed not 
only to Plato but to Aristotle; their ascetic brotherhood 
was a brotherhood of close friends who freely shared all 
they had with each other, and may have served as the 
model for the class of guardians in Plato's Republic, 
besides helping to suggest to Aristotle that 'common use' 
of property which he recommends ( cp. Diod. ro. 3. 5 : 
ro. 4. l ). A saying ascribed by Aristoxenus to Pytha-

,,, ~ ' ' ~ ' ' ' goras ran : 't'vyauEVTEov 1ra<T'[I µrixavn Kat 7TEpLK07TTEov 7TVpL 

Kai. <TLO~p<p KaL µrixava'is 7Tavrniais a'TTO µ'Ev <Twµarns VO<TOV, a'TTO 

OE o/vx~s aµa8Cav, KOLALas OE 7TOAVTEAEWV, 7TOAEWS OE <TTdmv, 

OLKOV OE oixo<f>porrVVT}V, oµov OE 7T&.vTWV aµETpiav (Fragm. 8: 
Muller, Fr. Hist. Gr. 2. 273). Compare the turn of Plato's 

1 . L C ' ~· ' ' 't ' ' ' anguage m aws 942 , TT}V u avapxiav Et;;atpETwv EK 7Tavrns 

TOV j3iov a'TT&.VTWV TWV av8pw7TWV TE KaL TWV V7T' av8pw7TOVS 

871piwv, and 739 C, Kal 7T&.<T'[I µrixavfi To A.qoµEvov rowv 7Tavrn

xo8Ev EK TOV (3iov lhav Efr/pT}TaL. Their dogma of the 
metempsychosis seems to be unconnected with the rest 
of their tenets, but it supplied a fresh motive for virtue. 

1 Aristox. Fr. 18. 
2 Cp. Philolaus, Fragm. 3 (:\lullach, Fr. Philos. Gr. 2. 1). 
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The ruling brotherhood appears to have been over
thrown by a popular outbreak at Croton ; it is, indeed, 
surprising that the ascendency of a philosophical coterie 
should have been tolerated at all. But Pythagoreanism 
long survived this blow, and gave to Greece, in later days, 
two of its noblest statesmen, Epaminondas and Archytas: 
no other school could claim to have trained rulers equally 
great. In its original form Pythagoreanism was fatal to 
the authority of the State, for it set on foot a brotherhood 
whose power overrode the local authority of the separate 
States; and we notice that at this point Plato and Aristotle 
wholly diverge from Pythagorean traditions, for their prin
ciple always is to make the City-State the source of autho
rity. But it is impossible not to see how much both of 
them, and especially Plato, owe to Pythagoreanism. 

When we pass from Pythagoras to Hippodamus of 
Miletus, we pass from a great personality whose work 
stood the test of a stormy time to the mere author of 
a shadowy ideal. Before the ideal of Hippodamus took 
shape, great events had happened. Persia had been driven 
back not only from Greece, but from the Aegean coast : 
perhaps the turning-point of Greek history had been passed, 
and the policy of Cimon had been vanquished by that of 
Pericles. Cimon's gallant attempt to hold together the 
two leading powers of the Greek world, the Athenian and 
Lacedaemonian States, may have already failed, and the 
Periclean scheme of an absolute democracy at Athens, out
spoken antagonism to the Lacedaemonians, and a pro
nounced Imperialism in relation to the allies may have 
already triumphed over the policy of 'friendship among 
Greeks and war with the barbarians,' with fatal ultimate 
results to the unity of Greece and to the internal harmony 
of every Greek State. Hippodamus was largely employed 
by Pericles ; he laid out the Peiraeus for him in broad 
rectangular streets, he built Thurii; but there are indica
tions in his ideal that he can hardly have sympathised with 
the unmixed Periclean democracy. 
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He had one advantage over Pythagoras ; his connexion 
with Athens placed him at the very centre of the Greek 
world. But he is not treated by Aristotle with much 
respect, and we know from the Republic that philosophers 
who began by being rqv'i:rai were not favourably viewed 
by Plato (Rep. 495 C sq.). Like the sophist Hippias 1, he 
seems to have had crotchets about dress, and Aristotle, 
who takes account of the life of a philosopher in judging 
of his claims to authority 2, evidently thinks the less of 
Hippodamus for his eccentric fancies. He belonged to 
the brilliant and aspiring generation which immediately 
followed the Persian wars-a generation which threw itself 
with ardour into every department of study ( n&.o-r1s fjnrovro 

µa8~<rEws, 5 (8). 6. 1341 a 31)-and we find him described 
not only as a physical philosopher 3, but also as the first 
man who without experience as a statesman attempted 
to express an opinion with respect to the best constitution. 

His aim was not, like that of Phaleas, the mere avoidance 
of civil disturbance, but the founding of a well-ordered and 
powerful State. Aristotle seems to be struck with his 
threefold divisions of things, and to think him fanciful. The 
population, the territory, laws and lawsuits, verdicts of 
juries, subjects of administration, all, he thought, fell easily 
into three groups or sections. This feature may point to 
Pythagorean influences ( cp. de Caelo, r. r. 268 a IO sqq.) 4, 
or it may reflect the influence of the philosophy of Ion of 
Chios 5, if indeed Ion did not himself derive his 'triad ' 

1 Plato, Hipp. Min. 368 B sqq. 
2 Cp. Eth. Nie. 10. 2. 1172 b 15 

sq.: I. 3. 1095 b 14 sq. Cp. also 
Rhet. ad Alex. 39. 1445 b 29 sqq. 

3 The view is expressed in a 
fragment ascribed to the Pytha
gorean Archytas, that the nature 
of the Whole must be studied, if 
any department of it is to be 
studied successfully. KaA.wio µ.01 
ooKouvn ( ot 7rEpt IIv8ay6pav) To 
7rEpl Ta µ.aBfiµ.arn 01ay11w11ai, Kat 
oVOEv llTorrov Op8Ws aVrWs 7repL EKa(l'
TOV BE(J)piv. IIEpl yap Tii> Twv oA(J)'/J 
cf>vuw> KaAw> 01ay116nH, €µ.EAAov 

Kal 7rf pl. rWv KarU. µEpos, old Evrt, 
oo/E'iu8a1 (Mullach, Fragm. Philos. 
Gr. I. 564). 

"' The carefulness of Hippoda
mus about oaths and his dread of 
perjury may also be indications of 
Pythagoreanism (Diod. 10. 9. 2). 

5 The following passage from 
the Tpiayµ.6> of Ion of Chios
perhaps its opening passage-has 
been preserved by Harpocration 
(s.v."I(J)v): apx.) o£(9oE corr.Lobeck, 
Agl. p. 722) µ.01 Tou A.6yov. IIaVTa 
Tpia Kat 'trAEO'/J TOUOE 'trAEO'/J EAauuov 
(Kai ovTE rr">..€011 ovn €1'.auuov, corr. 
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HIPPODAMUS 

theory from Pythagoras. Ion was a friend of Cimon, and 
opposed to Pericles and the extreme democratic party; 
he may very well have been a friend of his fellow-Ionian, 
Hippodamus. Hippodamus' division of the citizens into 
three classes-warriors, cultivators, and artisans-is quite 
opposed to democratic sentiment, for in democracies 'all 
men shared in all functions' (µEdxovcn 7Tdvus 7Tdvrwv, 4 ( 7 ). 
9. 1328 b 32); it savours rather of Egypt or the Lace
daemonian State. His laying out of the Peiraeus per
haps already reproduced the straight thoroughfares of 
Babylon. The military class was to be maintained from 

·public land specially assigned to it, like the military 
caste in Egypt. He perhaps thought that cultivators 
and artisans made bad soldiers ; at all events, he ex
cluded them from the use of arms, though not from 
political rights, for they were to have a voice in the 
election of magistrates, and apparently, though this is not 
distinctly stated, to sit on dicasteries. We do not learn 
whether office was to be confined to members of the 
military class ; Aristotle himself does not seem to have 
known how this was to be (1268 a zo), but, as he says, 
the two other classes can hardly have been eligible for 
the more important offices (1268 a 23). Aristotle's remark 
is evidently correct, that the cultivators, who bear no arms, 
and still more the artisans, who have neither arms nor 
land, would be at the mercy of the military class. If 
Hippodamus was against a popular army, he was also 
unfavourable to the democratic institution of the lot, for 
which he would in all cases substitute election. His dicas
teries were to be controlled by an elective Supreme Court 
of old men, which would not, indeed, possess, as the 

Bentl. Ep. ad Mill. p. 67) TovTwv 
Tp1wv. 'Evos EKCltTTOV apET;, Tpuis, 
<TVIJE<TIS Kai KpciTos rnl Tl''X.T/• Cp. 
Isocr. de Antid. § 268, ~Iwv ll' ou 
7r'Aeiw Tpiwv (sc. To 7TATjBos £¢11 Etvm 
Twv 6vrwv). See Muller, Fr. Hist. 
Gr. 2. 49. Democritus also wrote 
a work called T1><Toyiv•ia : TovTo 
lll lunv (adds Diogenes Laertius, 

9. 46), on Tpla yivETai IE auTryS 
(Pallas or \\"isdom), & mivm Ta 
dvBpwmva uvvixH-namely, E~ "Ao
yi(•uBni, Af'}'f!JI KaAws, upBws 7Tpcfr
Tftv (see Zeller's note, Gr. Ph. 1. 
8 3 r. 6, and the references he gives). 
The fancy seems to have been 
popular in that age. 
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Areopagus would seem at one time to have done at 
Athens, the right to supervise the administration of the 
State\ but was nevertheless to have a power which the 
Areopagus had not-that of reversing and correcting the 
decisions of the dicasteries. It does not appear who 
were to say when these decisions were to be submitted 
to it for correction : all we are told is that they were to 
come before the Court, when they were not thought 
correct ; we do not learn who was to judge of this. 
Perhaps the Court itself. In that case its position and 
power would be almost greater than that of the Areo
pagus. If, on the other hand, the scheme is to be con
strued as allowing an appeal from the dicasteries to the 
supreme court, this was an arrangement which found no 
parallel in the judicial procedure of Athens. Open appeals 
against decisions of dicasteries were not recognized there 2 • 

Even Plato in the Laws (767-8: cp. 956) allows only of 
appeals from the judgment of the magistrates (768 A) or 
of .the judges of the village and the tribe (956 C), not from 
the judgment of the people. 

If the ideal scheme of Hippodamus was put forth in 
the high and palmy days of Athens, the fact is remarkable 
and reflects credit on his foresight, for he must have been 
already dissatisfied with the extreme democracy, one weak 
point in which-its dicasteries-he seems to have hit. It 
is not impossible that his scheme of a Court to control the 
dicasteries was suggested by his connexion as a Milesian 
with the dependent allies of Athens, whose sentiments as 
to the Athenian dicasteries may be gathered not only from 
Thucydides, but from the paper on the Athenian Consti
tution which finds a place among the writings of Xenophon. 

His proposal that those who placed useful suggestions or 
discoveries at the service of the State should be rewarded 
was conceived in a more democratic spirit. A readiness 
to welcome valuable hints, whencesoever they might come, 
counted as a note of democracy (cp. Eurip. Suppl. 424 sqq.). 

1 Plutarch, Solon c. 19, lrrl<TKo
rrov 'TrclVTWV KaL <fivAaKa TWV voµ.wv. 

2 C. F. Hermann, Gr. Antiqq. 
I. § 145. 
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384 THE EULOGISTS OF THE ATHENIAN 

Aristotle evidently fears that it would give a stimulus to 
legislative innovation and constitutional change. 

Altogether the ideal constitution of Hippodamus bears 
traces of compromise and mixture. The possibility of a 
mixed government never occurs to Herodotus when he 
makes his Persian grandees discuss the comparative merits 
of monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy, but the scheme of 
Hippodamus is an effort, though perhaps a crude one, in 
that direction. His model would seem to be the Lace
daemonian State, if we may judge from his severance of 
the soldier-class from the cultivators and artisans, and 
from his institution of a Supreme Court of old men ap
pointed by election; yet he appears to contemplate the 
existence of popular dicasteries, and he seeks to estab
lish a more equal relation between his three classes than 
that which prevailed between Spartans, Perioeci, and 
Helots. 

Many men of his generation were, unlike him, unqualified 
admirers of the Lacedaemonian State. Ion praised it in 
the well-known lines which have been already quoted (p. 
325). It was a State, not of talk but of action and wisdom 
in action. It was a State whose life-breath was obedience 
to law. Law was the source even of the courage of its sons 
and of their alertness in battle 1 • I ts citizens acquired their 
great qualities by submitting to a course of laborious train
ing. Submission to law and to the magistrates lay at the 
root of its greatness. Silence, obedience, endurance, the 
suppression of self-these were the qualities that made 
it what ii was. 

Even the warmest friends of the Lacedaemonian State 
at Athens, however, betrayed in their mode of life that they 
were far from resembling its citizens. Cimon would hardly 
have been at home at Sparta, and Xenophon must have 
been conscious that his literary gifts and his interest in 
philosophy drew an impassable barrier between him and 
the State which he so greatly admired. To measure the 

1 Thuc. 1. 84. 5: L. Schmidt, Ethik d. alten Griechen, 1. 174. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



AND LACEDAEMONIAN STATES. 385 

gulf which parted the Athenian ideal from the Lacedaemo
nian, we have only to read the Funeral Oration of Pericles 
in the record of Thucydides. In that eulogy of Athens there 

is a constant, though tacit, reference to her rival, and the 
feeling expressed is substantially this, that while the Lace
daemonian State purchased its greatness at an immense 
cost of civilization and elasticity of spirit, by keeping oratory 
and philosophy at a distance, by excluding aliens, by re
serving politics and the higher interests of human life for the 
few, and by insisting on a gloomy and laborious training, 
Athens combined greatness as a State with a life rich in 
human interest, shared in by all, pleasurable, spontaneous, 
and unconstrained 1- The view of Aristotle was anticipated 
that the ideal State is that which enjoys 'the most desir
able life' -that it is of the essence of the State to realize 
the highest quality of life. But Pericles held that all men, 
even those who toiled for their daily bread, might share 
and ought to share in the things that give greatness to 
human life. Rich and poor must work together for this 
end. Here was an ideal which testified to a far greater 
faith in human nature and in the possibilities of social life 
than any other Greek ideal known to us ; and Thucydides 
perhaps hints a sense that it was too high-pitched and 
unsubstantial, when he passes on from it to an account of 

the plague 2• 

The time was one rather of sanguine aspiration and 
varied genius than of firm faith, or full knowledge, or even 
settled opinion. Aristotle would reply to Pericles that if a 

1 Pindar would have said of 
Pericles' eulogy of Athens, that it 
omits to give the glory to God. 
Cp. Pyth. 8. 73 sqq. : 
<l yap n~ l<ril.a rrhrarni µ.~ <rvv 

µ.aKpcf rr6v<i>, 
rro/l.A.ol~ <rocpo~ aoKEL rrEa• arpp6vw11 
{3fov Kopv<r<rip.Ell op8o{3ouAOL<FL p.a-

xa;'a'i:• ) ) ) I ,. I 

TU a OVK E'Tr avapa<FL KHTaL 0 aai-
µ.wv a€ rrapl<rXEL, 

/J),).or' a/1./1.ov V1rEp8E {3a/l.A.wv, a'A'Aov 
a• {mo XEtpwv. 

2 So again his record of the 
Melian Controversy immediately 
precedes his history of the Sici
lian disaster. Thucydides keeps 
himself and his point of view, 
which was not that of extreme, 
but rather of qualified democracy 
(8. 97. z), a good deal in the back
ground, but his own contempora-
ries were probably far more con
scious than we are in reading his 
history, that he was by no means 
a neutral in politics. 

VOL. I. Cc 
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THE SOPHISTS. 

State was to be all he pictured Athens as being, its citizens 
must be men of full virtue ( CTnovoafoL), united by a common 
ethical belief, firmly held and followed in practice. Pericles 
had spoken of a 'fear of the laws,' but that was not 
enough 1• And then again, Aristotle would ask, what means 
did Athens take to secure the permanence of the 'spirit' 
( rp6nos) described by Pericles ? Did Athens develope it 
by a well-considered course of education beginning in child
hood ? Nothing of the kind. Aristotle charges the Greek 
State with universally neglecting even to give its citizens 
an education suitable to the constitution (7 (5)· 9. 13rn a 
12 sqq.) and such as would contribute to its permanence. 

The early physical philosophy of Greece had now well
nigh received its death-blow: the philosopher had become 
a sceptic and simultaneously a teacher of' virtue,' or rhetoric, 
or both, wandering from city to city and infinitely more 
ubiquitous and influential than his more believing prede
cessors. The Protagoras of Plato describes how these 
great teachers moved through Greece, each of them fol
lowed in his wanderings by a train of devoted admirers 
and winning fresh recruits wherever he went. 

The writings of the •sophists,' as they are called, have 
perished or all but perished, and we are left to gather the 
nature of their teaching from the pages of their opponents, 
but it seems pretty clear that some of the most conspicuous 
men in the group of professional teachers which comes to 
the front in the latter half of the fifth century before Christ, 
brought the questioning spirit, which now prevailed in the 
treatment of physical and ontological questions, to bear 
on morals and politics. 

The first effect of their teaching, indeed, was inspiriting 
and stimulating. At a time when the 'good and well
descended men' (lCT8A.ol ch' ECT8A.wv) were still apt to claim 
a monopoly of virtue, men listened gladly to the offer 
which some of the sophists made to teach it to all 2, 

1 Another weakness of Periclean 
Athens was that the resources 
which enabled it to live this 
glorious life were largely derived 

from the tribute of the allies, but 
we cannot be sure that Aristotle 
was alive to this defect. 

2 See Schmidt, Ethik der alten 
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THE MYTH OF PROTAGORAS. 

and to teach it in a few short weeks or months. There 
can be no question that they did the world a service by 
awakening intellectual interest and stimulating the natural 
eagerness of the Greek race to excel. There was some
thing to be gained, no doubt, by sitting at the feet of a 
man of genius like Protagoras, however unsatisfactory his 
grasp of dialectic might seem to Socrates. 

The teaching of the myth which Plato puts in his mouth The myth 

is, indeed, quite in harmony with Greek traditional feeling, ~~;::ota
for it refers men to the State as the source of their virtue. (Plato, 

Men learn to be just by living in a well-ordered Hellenic ~~~t~g. 
State and breathing its atmosphere. They learn justice sqq.). 

first from parents and nurses, next from teachers of poetry, 
music, and gymnastic, lastly from the voice of the State 
speaking through its laws. We do not gather that the 
instructions of the sophist or teacher of rhetoric are abso-
lutely necessary for its production. Justice is the inheri-
tance of all members of a civilized community, and this is 
why the knowledge of what is just' grows on every hedge 1 

'. 

Here was another comfortable doctrine, too comfortable 
perhaps to be true. 

Plato agreed with Protagoras that justice ( alOws Kat OlK7J) 
is the uniting principle in the State (yes, he would add, and 
in the soul of the individual also), that all members of 
a State need to possess a sense of justice, and that in 
every society a process of education goes on which in
sensibly communicates to the individual the ideas of right 
and wrong current in the society, but then he does not 
hold that the ideas thus communicated are necessarily 
correct, or that all men living in Hellenic States have 
a true notion of justice. The theory of Protagoras not 
only pointed to democracy, but implied that a knowledge 

Griechen, I. I 58-162, whose work 
will be found here as elsewhere 
instructive. Isocrates makes some 
comments on this offer in his 
Contra Sophistas, and Plato re
fers to high promises of this kind 
in Rep. 518 B sq. 

1 Plato perhaps has Protago-

ras' myth in view in Polit. 299 C, 
ov&€v yap &E'iv TWll 11611-wv Elvai uo¢w
TEpov' oMiva yap dyvoE'iv r6 TE 
larpiKOv KaL rO VyuivOv oUaE rO 
Ku(:JE p111)TtK011 Kat vavnK6v· E~E'ivai 
yap rci' (3ouA.op.ivi:p p.av8avELv yEypa11--
11-£11a Kai 11"arpta i!B'I KEip.Eva. 

C c 2. 
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of what is just comes insensibly to men bred up in a 
civilized society, and that no special study or effort is essen
tial for its acquisition. How mistaken this view was, is 
shown by the dialectical failure of Protagoras himself in the 
dialogue. For he turns out to be unable, notwithstand
ing all that he has said, to give a satisfactory account of 
virtue. Without dialectic the just cannot really be known. 
This is the point in which he is most at fault, though Plato 
would also probably dispute his identification of justice 
with the political art, and his assumption that the aim 
of human society is the preservation of the species. Still 
Protagoras is represented in this dialogue as holding law 
to be a source of virtue (324 A sqq.), and not a mere 
guarantee for the observance of men's rights, which some 
sophists held it to be. The myth, indeed, appears to 
imply that whatever any State teaches as justice is sure 
to have a tendency to hold society together. The teaching 
of the State is always sound. The justice it inculcates 
is always absolute or natural justice 1. A view ascribed 
to Protagoras in the Theaetetus (167 C) that whatever 
any State holds to be just is just for it, so long as it 
holds it to be just, betrays more consciousness of the 
possibilities of variation on the part of the State in this 
matter, but it still refers the individual to his State as the 
arbiter of justice, though only of a relative, not of an 
absolute justice. 

Other sophists are more distinctly credited with opinions 
imperilling the authority of the State. They marked off 
the 'naturally just' from the 'conventionally just,' and 
found but little of the former in existence. It is evident 
that the Greeks had been in the habit of tracing the 
social arrangements under which they lived to sources 
so venerable-the will of the Gods or Nature-that they 
were conscious of a painful and demoralizing shock when 

1 ' Law appears in the myth of 
Protagoras as natural law: the 
later distinction between natural 

and positive law is unknown to 
the speaker' (Zeller, Gr. Ph. 1. 
1001). 
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they were told that many of them had only a conventional 
value. They liked to find the hand of God or Nature 
in the laws of their State, yet now they learnt that only 
the immutable is natural, and that most laws varied from 
State to State and from epoch to epoch. Hippias, as we 
have seen, allowed only those laws to be divine which are 
accepted everywhere (Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 19). Glaucon in 
the Republic, representing the doctrine of Thrasymachus 
(Rep. 358 E sqq.), goes further, and traces back all justice 
and law to a social compact 1, the object of which is to 
prevent one man from wronging another. Doing injustice, 
according to this view, is by nature good, and suffering in
justice by nature evil, and the evil is greater than the good. 
As it is found to be impossible to get the good without the 
outbalancing evil, men tolerate justice as the lesser evil, and 
frame laws and agreements (fvvB~Kas) to exclude both the 
doing and the suffering of wrong. A cognate view is as
cribed to the sophist Lycophron in the Politics (3. 9. 
1280 b 10). We see that the theories of a primitive social 
compact and of the limitation of the functions of the 
State to the protection of men's rights took their origin 
at about the same time. To a Greek the authority of 
Law and the State would seem greatly impaired when 
it could no longer claim to rest on Nature. And then 
came the further question, how could a compact of this 
kind claim to hold good against the right of Force? If 
natural right existed at all, was it not identical with might? 
The State thus became a scramble for power, and the 

1 Cp. Laws889E,B£ou>, c1 µaKapiE, 
9 ,... , rh ? ,. ) 

EL~UL 7rp,wro!' "f-'ao-L~ OVTOL ~EXV~, ov 

cf>vun, aAAa TL<TL voµot>, KUL TOVTOV> 
aXXov> dAAOL>, 07T17 EKa<TTOL fovTOL<TL 
uv11(J)µoX6y7Jua11 110µ0Berouµevo1" Kat 
OTJ Kat Ta KaAa cf>u<TEL µEll dAAa ElVal 
116µ(J) OE ET£pa· Ta OE oT] o{Kaia ovo" 
etva; To m1parra11 cf>uuEi, dXX' dµcf>1a
f3TJTov11Ta> OtaTfAElll aAA~AOL> Kat 
µeranBEµ[vov> ad rnvTa" a o' av 
µeTaB(J)11Tm Kat oTav, T6T£ Kupia 
~ 9 I I \ 

eKauTa ewm, yiyvoµEva TEXV17 KUL 
TOLS v6µoi>, aA.A.' o:U o~ TLVL cpuu£L. 
The way in which men come to 

hold these views is thus explained 
in the Republic (479): men look 
only at 'the many beautiful and 
the many just,' not at 'the one 
just and beautiful,' which they 
cannot endure even to hear of, 
and they find that every one of 
these 'many beautiful' is easily 
made to appear also ugly, and 
each of the 'many just' unjust. 
The :remedy for their scepticism 
is to become true philosophers 
and look to the Idea, which is 
ever the same. 
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forcible exercise of authority by the most powerful indi
vidual or group of individuals within it was accepted as 
normal and legitimate. In one State Democracy, in another 
Oligarchy, in another Tyranny had force on its side, and 
therefore the right to rule, so long at least as this was 
so. Tyranny was placed on a level with the two other 
constitutions, and the forcible empire of one State over 
others was justified on the same grounds. 

The view that Might is Right is one that needs no 
sophist to set it afloat-indeed Pindar had incautiously 
used language which was construed as stating it 1-but 
now we find it ascribed not only to sophists and their 
adherents, but to philosophers like Democritus 2- The 
inquirers who expressed these views deserve the credit 
of being the first to recognize the fact that political 
supremacy gravitates to the side of superior Force. It 
is true, as Aristotle frequently remarks 3, that the govern
ment of a State must have Force at its back, and it was 
well that attention should be drawn to the fact 4• What 
they failed to see was, that while all governments must 
have Force behind them, the goodness or badness of a 
government, and therefore its claim to rule, depends on 
other considerations. 

Doctrines of this kind would be especially popular 
and especially dangerous in Athens at the time of the 
Peloponnesian War. Athens was holding together by 
force a recalcitrant empire ; she was engaged in a task 
repugnant to Greek feeling, which always favoured local 
autonomy; and here were men who justified what she was 
every day doing 5• But then if they justified the exercise 

1 Plato, Laws 690 B : 714 E : 
Gorg. 484 B ; and Stallbaum's 
notes. 2 Stob. Flori!. 47. 19, cpv<m To 
ilpxEL11 ol1<.{ito11 Tc;> 1<.pE<TCTov1. The 
expression, however, is rather 
vague and may possibly not bear 
this meaning. 

3 E. g. 7 (5). 9. 1309 b 16, Kat TO 

1TOAAUKLS dpT/µEV011 µi-y<CTTOV CTTOI· 
x•tov, TO T'JPfL11 01TWS Kp•LTT011 ECTTOI 

To BovA.0µ•11011 TY,11 1TOA1T£ia11 1TA~Bos 
TOV µY, {3ovA.nµ£11ov. 

4 
' Physical force,' it has been 

said, 'howe\·er disguised, is the 
ultimate basis and sanction of all 
la\v.' 

6 lsocrates looks back upon the 
time-of the Peloponnesian War as 
a time of wide-spread folly and 
lust of tyranny at Athens : this is 
his view, at all events, in the 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



OF THE SOPHISTS. 391 

of sway over unwilling subjects, they also placed all 
governments which had Force at their back on one level: 
Tyranny and Oligarchy were the same to them as De
mocracy, and had a right to displace it, if they could 
prove that they possessed superior force. The new ideas 
were a double-edged weapon politically, and morally also 
they were very dangerous. For they traced that which 
was accounted just in each State to the voice of law, and 
law to the will of the stronger, so that the claims of 
morality rested only on the claim of the stronger to rule. 
To do right was to live like a slave for the advantage 
of the stronger: to do wrong, at any rate on a considerable 
scale, was evidence of a vigorous and masterful spirit, which 
well beseemed a freeman (Rep. 344 C) 1. 

The questions raised by the sophists were questions 
which needed to be raised, and many of the ideas they 
set afloat were ideas which had a great future before 
them, but it was unfortunate that they were promulgated 
at a moment when a social war was shaking society 
and morality to their foundations, and when a reign of 
force prevailed 2• The later reign of force which followed 
the death of Alexander was in some degree qualified by 
the ascendency of great schools and great ethical teachers 
-Theophrastus, Xenocrates, Zeno of Citium-but now 
philosophy seemed to be in the anti-social camp. The 
advent of Socrates could not have been more timely. 

In the view of earlier generations morality rested on law, 
and law on nature or the will of the Gods. The voice of 

Oration De Pace (see§§ 75-94). 
In later days, he says, Athens 
came to the conclusion ' that it is 
not just for the stronger to rule 
over the weaker, (§ 69). 

1 The form which opinions of 
this nature assumed in the luxuri
ous cities of South Italy and Sicily, 
to which temptation came in the 
form of a love of pleasure rather 
than power, may be gathered from 
the language of Polyarchus, 'sur
named the luxurious,' in the ad
dress to Archytas and his dis-

ciples which has already been 
mentioned (Aristox. Fr. I 5: Muller, 
Fr. Hist. Gr. z. 276: Athen. Deipn. 
545 A sqq.). 

2 In mediaeval Europe, at the 
moment when the customary 
morality of feudal times was losing 
its power, the moral vigour of the 
world was opportunely restored 
by the Reformation and Puritan
ism. Greece, on the contrary, at 
a somewhat similar epoch in its 
development found itself in the 
hands of the sophists. 
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the State was the voice of God. But now a new view of 
the origin, nature, and functions of the State had been set 
forth. The State was the creation of a compact, or the 
outcome of Force-in either case, it was of purely human 
ongm. It was too variable to be anything else. So far as 
it originated in compact, it was a pis aller-the lesser of 
two evils. If it was still held to be the fountain-head 
of men's conceptions of justice and temperance and other 
virtues, it followed that these virtues had no higher origin 
or sanction than the authority which gave them currency. 
But some held that the function of the State was simply 
to protect men's rights, not to make them virtuous. 

It is evident that there is much in these views to interest 
the modern inquirer. We ask, why did not the defenders of 
the claims of morality cut it loose from the State altogether? 
Why did they not say-the State may be no more than you 
allow it to be, and yet the claims of morality may be as 
binding as ever? The theory of Hippias did suggest, as 
we have seen, that the common consent of men should take 
the place of the State as that which makes the just to be 
just. One thing at any rate was for the future impossible : 
no one could now accept the voice of the State to which 
he might happen to belong as an unerring oracle in 
questions of right and wrong. Was then the individual to 
be his own guide, aided only by any competent teachers 
whose help he could secure? Or was the State to be 
reformed, so as to serve as a guide to him ? ·Either view 
might be taken. The latter was the one most in harmony 
with the traditions of Greek life, which rightly refused to 
sunder the individual from the whole to which he belonged. 
But the other view also won ground. The teaching of 
Socrates has, as we shall see, affinities with both ; it holds 
them both, as it were, in solution. It is only in the hands 
of his disciples that they become conscious of their own 
antagonism. 

Socrates. Many, no doubt, held that the collapse of belief could 
best be healed by an abandonment of philosophical specu
lation altogether, and a recurrence to that unquestioning 
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acceptance of the customary and the traditional which 
prevailed, or was believed to have prevailed, in earlier days; 
some perhaps envied the Lacedaemonian State for its dead
ness to thought, which was, however, soon found to have 
dangers of its own. Socrates, on the contrary, insisted that 
the true remedy lay not in an abandonment, but in an in
creased intensity of inquiry. Abandon, he said, any fields 
of inquiry in which knowledge is not possible, but bring a 
closer scrutiny to bear on those in which it is. Investigate 
by question and answer, not by long continuous deliver
ances : search for the definition of the thing you wish to 
understand. 

In this spirit he asked 'what the State is ' and 'what the 
Statesman is' (Xen. Mem. I. I. 16). We are not told in 
so many words what answer he gave to these questions, but 
his answer may be gathered from the general tenour of 
Xenophon's record. The State, he held, does not exist for 
the pleasure of the stronger, or merely for the protection 
of men's rights; it exists to make men better. Socrates 
said of the Thirty Tyrants, that 'it would be surprising if 
the herdsman of a herd of cattle, after thinning their 
numbers and making them worse in condition, should still 
claim to be a good herdsman, but it would be still more 
surprising if the ruler of a State under similar circum
stances should claim to be a good ruler' (Xen. Mem. I. 2. 

32). 'The mere possession of a sceptre gives no claim to 
power, nor does election by chance persons (rwv rvx6vrwv), 
nor the lot, nor the exercise of force or cunning, but know
ledge only' (ibid. 3. 9. ro ). Ruling means directing men 
what they ought to do, and being ruled obeying such 
direction ; ruling and being ruled is not a thing apart, but 
one with which we are familiar in daily life; when we take 
a voyage, or when we are ill, we accept the rule of one who 
knows, the captain or the physician ; why should we not 
do so in affairs of State (ibid. 3. 9. 1 I)? True, the repre
sentative of Force-the tyrant-may reject the guidance of 
reason, and even kill the wise man, but, if he does so, he 
will only ensure his own destruction ( 7roupa yap av µ.&.AA.ov 
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Bai ; ibid. 3. 9. 12-13). Vis consili expers mole ruit sua. 
Yes : but then the 'consilium' which the ruler must needs 
possess for his own preservation is not necessarily the 
knowledge how to make men better, and this is, according 
to Socrates, the knowledge which makes a man a States
man. 

The myth of Protagoras had already implied that men 
learn virtue of the· State, and this was no other than the 
traditional and accepted view. To Socrates, however, 
virtue is knowledge. The wisdom of the age, as we have 
seen, had been affirming it to be folly, and in asserting the 
contrary Socrates adopted the simplest means of at once 
emphasizing his own dissent, and appealing to an age 
which valued cleverness above everything else, in language 
which it could understand. Virtue, he said, is wisdom; it 
is vice that is folly (Xen. Mem. 3. 9. 4 sqq.: Plato, Rep. 
351 A). His antagonists were met on their own ground. 
We infer that if the State makes men better, and virtue 
is knowledge, the State must communicate knowledge. It 
is not, however, clear how the State communicates know
ledge in the Socratic sense-knowledge of the definitions 
of things, knowledge acquired through Dialectic. Nor does 
Socrates explain how it is that habituation is also a means 
of acquiring knowledge and virtue, though he clearly recog
nizes the fact (e.g. Xen. Mem. 3. 9. I sqq.). Of course, 
the larger the share ascribed to habituation in the produc
tion of virtue, the easier it is to regard virtue as the off
spring of the State. If, on the other hand, Dialectic is the 
path to knowledge and virtue, virtue would seem to be 
due to agencies not necessarily presupposing the co-opera
tion of the State. The Stoics, in fact, who reverted to the 
Socratic view of virtue as knowledge, denied that virtue 
acquired by exercise is virtue at all (Zeller, Stoics Epicu
reans and Sceptics, E. T. pp. 238-9), and consistently 
enough regarded the State rather as a field for the exercise 
of virtue than as its source. 

The doctrine that the right to rule is conferred by know-
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ledge was not likely to bring Socrates popularity. Its 
meaning, to begin with, was misconceived. He was 
credited, for instance, by his accuser with the view that 
any son to whom he had taught wisdom had the right to 
treat an untrained father as a lunatic and put him in 
bonds ; nay, replies Xenophon, he taught that a lunatic 
father should be thus treated, but that an ignorant father 
should receive the instruction he needed (Xen. Mem. J. 2. 

49 sqq.). He was further charged with depreciating men's 
relatives in comparison with teachers of wisdom like him
self: what he really taught, however, was that relatives 
whose claims to respect rested simply on relationship and 
not on service to their kin, deserved but little consideration 
(ibid. I. 2. 51 sqq.). It is clear that the new doctrine 
brought Socrates into collision not only with democratic 
sentiment, but also with the ties of kinship. It is in order 
to correct erroneous impressions on this subject, that Xeno
phon describes how earnestly he insisted on the claims of 
the parental and fraternal relations (Mem. 2. 2-3). The 
Memorabilia is, in fact, an apologetic work, intended to re
commend Socrates to ordinary Athenian opinion, and to 
show how false was the charge on which he was put to death, 
and this must be borne in mind in estimating the weight of 
its testimony. It remains true that the central principle of 
Socrates' teaching-the authority of the wise-might easily 
be misinterpreted as setting up the authority of the wise 
teacher against that of the wise parent, and even when 
interpreted aright, did tend to invalidate the authority of 
unwise parents, unwise rulers, and unwise laws. It was 
also easy for the outer world to confound the Socratic 
'wisdom,' which was not only wisdom but virtue, with mere 
cleverness, and to suppose that Socrates meant to justify 
the claims of men like Critias to rule. In reality, the wise 
ruler, as Socrates conceives him, is a man of a wholly 
opposite type. He is no self-seeker, nor does he live for 
his own pleasure. Aristippus anticipates Adeimantus (Rep. 
419 sqq.) when he asks Socrates in the Memorabilia of 
Xenophon ( 2. I. I 7 )-aA.A.a yap, ti) '};wKpau:~, oi El~ T~V 
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It is true, however, that this doctrine of the right of 
wisdom to rule did make in favour of the Few. The 
political art was not, as the myth of Protagoras alleged, 
given to all men belonging to civilized States, but like 
any other art, to those who set themselves to learn it. 
The reasoning of Socrates pointed directly to the rule 
of the few who know. Indeed, as knowledge meant to 
Socrates knowledge of the definition of a thing, a dia
lectical education was apparently essential to the ruler. 
One step more, and Socrates, we feel, would have found 
himself depicting an ideal in some respects similar to 
that which Plato depicts in the Politicus. This step he 
did not take. On the contrary, he identified the legal 
and the just, and explained that he meant by law what
ever the citizens of a State agree to enact as embodying 
their views of what ought and ought not to be done 
(Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 12-13). He thus apparently treated 
the laws of all States as just, and his strict perform
ance of his duties as a citizen of Athens shows that he 
did not regard any defects of the Athenian constitution 
as releasing him from his obligations to his State. If he 
permitted himself to dream of an ideal, his fancy wandered 
no farther afield than to the Athens of Solon (Xen. Mem. 
3. 5. 14) and to the Lacedaemonian State (ibid. 4. 4. 15 
sqq.: Xen. Symp. 8. 35, with which Henkel compares Plato, 
Crito 52 E). He praised the latter State for its obedience 
to law, which gave it a happy life in peace and irresistible 
strength in war, and for the unanimity of its citizens, which 
rose far above the level of a mere similarity of taste, and 
expressed itself in conformity to law (Xen. Mem. 4. 4. 
15-16). 

He was, in fact, too good a citizen to push his own theory 
to its consequences. His aim was twofold, like that of Aris
totle after him; he wished to show the State what it might 
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and ought to be, and he wished to restore the authority of the 
actual State. The State, he held, ought to be in the hands 
of those who know, if only for the reason that when men 
reject the rule of the wise, they suffer for so doing. For 
the true test of that which is right was not, in his view, 
universal consent, or immutability, or universal observance, 
but the fact that men lose by not practising it (Xen. Mem. 
4· 4. 24: cp. 3. 9. 12-c3). It was one thing, however, to 
claim authority for a State ruled by the wise, and another 
to re-establish the authority of the actual State. The 
Sophists had dealt the actual State a fatal blow. Even 
Aristotle's patient efforts to reform it failed to replace it in 
its primitive position as the guide of life. If Socrates in 
reasserting the claims of the State reasserted only the 
claims of a non-existent State, much the same thing may 
be said of Aristotle. 

Socrates impaired rather than restored the authority of 
the actual State. He did not even show how the actual 
State could be improved. Where were' those who know' 
to be found, and how could they be placed in power ? His 
political teaching threw little light on the pressing question, 
how the State was to be made better1, and yet at the same 
time it was irritating. Plato tells us (Rep. 488 B) that it 
was as much as a man's life was worth, in a society like that 
of Athens, merely to assert that the art of politics is com
municable by teaching, and Socrates not only insisted on 
this, but held that what a man could not communicate to 
others, he did not know himself (Xen. Mem. 4. 6. r ). 
We need not wonder that he paid the penalty 2

• Yet 
Socrates seems, unlike others after him, to have treated 
the art of politics as one which men of all classes and 
occupations might acquire. He is credited, indeed, with 
the saying that 'idleness is the sister of freedom,' but there 
is no indication that he held 'knowledge' to be incom
patible with the practice of the lower occupations. Unlike 
Pythagoras and the Sophists, who had addressed them-

1 It is true, however, that he 
laid stress on the importance of 

education (e.g. Xen. Mem. 4. I. 3). 
2 Cp. Plato, Polit. 299 B sq. 
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selves to rich and noble youths, Socrates appealed to men 
of every grade. He practised his dialectic not only in 
the houses of ri~h men like Cephalus, but in the open 
market-place and in the workshop of the leather-cutter 
Simon. In doing so, he acted in the spirit of the Periclean 
ideal, according to which the highest interests of life were 
to be open to the poor as much as to the rich. Antisthenes, 
who belonged to the despised class of 'half-breeds ' ( ro 
µ~ Jt &µcporEpwv noA.irwv EAEv8Epov ), was as fully his disciple 
as the patrician Plato. Even if Socrates held that Dialectic 
is a condition of political knowledge and of the right to 
rule-and this we are not distinctly told-he apparently 
held that skill in Dialectic is accessible to all. Plato and 
Aristotle, on the contrary, tend to detach the philosopher 
from ' necessary work.' The ' rule of the wise ' conse
quently assumes a new aspect in their hands. If Plato 
in the Republic opens, as he does in a way open, philoso
phical training and the rule of the State to all ranks, he 
does so on the condition that no attempt shall be made 
to combine the higher with the lower occupations. 

While Socrates belongs to the age of the Peloponnesian 
War, and Aristotle to the disorganized epoch at which 
Macedon rose to greatness, after the Athenian, Lacedae
monian, and Theban States had successively failed to 
retain the supremacy which they had successively won,. 
Plato belongs to the intermediate period of Lacedaemonian 
supremacy. He outlived Leuctra, it is true, by upwards of 
twenty years, but during the best years of his life he beheld 
the Lacedaemonian State either on the eve of its triumph 
over Athens or in full fruition of empire. He was probably 
about fourteen years of age when the disaster at Syracuse 
happened, and about fifty-six in the year of Leuctra. He 
may perhaps have been acquainted with Socrates for about 
seven years-the last seven years of Socrates' life, when 
he himself was between twenty-one and twenty-eight. 
He witnessed in youth the rise and fall of the Four Hundred 
at Athens, and saw the worst side of oligarchy under 
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the rlgz'me of the Thirty Tyrants. A little later, his 
great teacher was put to death by the restored democracy, 
and Plato is said to have left Athens with others of the 
school for ten or twelve years. Few men have lived 
through such experiences before the age of thirty. His 
alienation from all actual forms of government could not 
fail to be far greater than that of Socrates. Where was a 
satisfactory government to be found? Not in Democracy, 
or Oligarchy, or Tyranny. Not even in the Lacedaemonian 
State, for Plato's absorbing interest in philosophy and 
literature made it impossible for him to find his ideal 
there. Besides, the Sparta of Archidamus, which had won 
the admiration of Socrates, was now a thing of the past, 
and the less noble Sparta of Lysander had taken its place. 
Plato's sketch of the 'timocratical man' (Rep. 548 D sqq.) 
perhaps gives us a clue to his conception of the Spartan 
character :-

'He is not wholly unlike Glaucon, but more unyielding 
and less a votary of the Muses, though still their votary; 
fond of listening to talk or song, but no orator; he is gentle 
to freemen, though harsh and severe to slaves; very 
obedient to magistrates; fond of office and honour, but 
one who holds that a title to power is won by military and 
political achievements, not by oratory; fond of athletic 
exercise and hunting; a scorner of money in youth, but 
growing far otherwise as he becomes older, because he is 
without the surest safeguard of virtue-reason mingled 
with the study of µovfJ'LK~ (A.6yos µovfJ'LK'fj KEKpaµl.vos).' 

The picture here drawn is the picture of a Hellene, 
though a Hellene of an exceptional type-farther removed, 
perhaps, from the Roman than from the Athenian, for 
he is a 'votary of the Muses,' and the love of personal 
distinction and pre-eminence has not been subdued in him 
to the same extent as in the Roman of the best days of the 
Republic; nor has he the Roman genius for law and legal 
government. He is, in fact, rather a soldier than a ruler; 
not sterner than the Roman, but wilder and fiercer, though 
also more Hellenic-lacking at once the patient skill which 
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laid the world at the feet of Rome and the wisdom to govern 
a conquered world aright. 

The Spartan nature was harsh, narrow, imperfectly 
cultured, self-seeking, and Plato must have turned from it 
with pleasure to the recollection of Socrates, himself a 
Spartan in his powers of endurance, his simplicity of life, his 
scorn of ease and comfort, his devotion to his country, yet 
wholly unlike a Spartan in his intellectual greatness, his 
dialectical enthusiasm, his contempt for wealth and power, 
and his kindly zeal for the good of others. He became 
acquainted in his wanderings with another type of 
character-the Pythagorean-resembling the Socratic in its 
simplicity and self-mastery, but ascetic and fanciful, which 
Socrates never was, the musical and mathematical culture 
of the school passing, by a transition not infrequent in 
Greece, into religious mysticism. He would find the 
Pythagoreans full of faith in the power of education and 
the ordered life of a brotherhood of friends, convinced 
that States are made to be ruled by the wise, and not with
out recollections of a lost political ascendency. 

But if the Spartan type of character was defective, there 
was much to be learnt from the institutions of the Lacedae
monian State. Socrates, as we have seen, had not asked 
how his ideal 'man of knowledge' was to be produced 
or placed in a position to rule, but Lacedaemonian experi
ence threw some light on this subject. The example of 
the Lacedaemonian State showed how much the State 
could do for virtue by systematic training from the earliest 
years and by the regulation of adult life, by freeing the 
best minds from ignoble cares and adjusting social func
tions to capacity, and by inculcating obedience to law 
and authority. Imagine a State that should set itself to 
produce, not a body of soldier-citizens, but a Pythagorean 
brotherhood of wise men ; or, better still, a brotherhood 
of men possessing knowledge in the fullest sense of the 
word-men who have learnt to know things as they really 
are, to study, not shadows, but the reality, and to rule by 
the light of this better knowledge. In a State ruled by 
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such men, the Many would no longer snatch greedily at 
power ; they would be well satisfied to confine themselves 
to the functions for which they are fitted and to surrender 
office into the hands of their betters; they would no longer 
need to be excluded from the State and enslaved, like the 
Helots; on the contrary, they would be the fellow-citizens 
of their rulers, linked to them by membership of a common 
State. Plato inherited from Socrates and from Pytha
goras the conception of the State as an union of unequals, 
of protectors and protected, the wise and the ignorant. 
Let the protectors, Plato said, be what they should be, 
and the protected will know their own place, and the ideal 
of the State will be realized. It was thus that the concep
tion of the ideal State of the Republic grew up in Plato's 
mind. 

The opening conversations of the Republic reveal to us Sketch of 

that the aim of the dialogue is fully as much ethical as the
1 

ptolithi-
ca eac -

political. They relate to the nature of justice, and place ing of the 

before us certain popular impressions on this subject, which Republic. 

it will be the object of the dialogue to correct. We see 
that in the view of many to be just was to live for the 
advantage of another and for the advantage of the stronger 
-a poor-spirited and slavish thing to do-while from a 
second point of view justice was a pis aller, not a good thing 
in itself, but merely the least of two evils. Plato seeks, on 
the contrary, to show that justice is in itself a good, and the 
most essential of goods, for it is the condition of unity and 
happiness, both in the soul of the individual human being 
and in the State 1• It also enables all the other virtues to 
exist and to accomplish their work (Rep. 433 B). It 
means, in fact, the execution by a part of a Whole of the 
work for which it is fit 2

• In the just soul and State the 

1 Cp. Rep. 423 D, TovTo ci' lf3ov- • Socrates had already com-
AfTo (j1JAOV11, OTL Kat TOVS' aXA.ovs- mended the quality which he terms 
woA.fras- rrpos- o ns- rrfcJJVKE, rrpos- Evrrpagfo, and the justice of the 
TovTo €11a rrpos- ~11 €Ka<J'To11 lpyov (jii Republic is not far removed from 
KOJLL(Etv, 8rrws- av ~11 TO aVTOV fTrLTTJ- the Socratic Evrrpa~la : cp. Xen. 
l3Evw11 EKO.<J'TOS' JLTJ rroX;\o{, d;\Xa Eis- Mem. 3. 9. 14, To (j€ JLa8611rn TE Kat 
y[yvT}rnt, 1eat ovTw l3T) g-UJLrra<J'a ~ JLEAETry<J'a11Ta n Eil rrotE'i11 Evrrpa~{av 
71'0ALS' }Lla </JvT}Tat, dXXa JLTJ 7rOAAa!. 110JLt(w, Kat ol TOVTO lmr1JliEv011TES' 

VOL. I. D d 
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lower elements do not usurp the work of the higher, the 
higher elements accept the co-operation of the lower. 

The mode in which Plato arrives at this conclusion is 
altogether novel and significant. No one had yet employed 
the Science of Politics to throw light on the dark places of 
Ethics, but this is what Plato in effect does. He constructs 
an ideal State, in order to show what the true nature of 
justice is. Justice, he says (Rep. 434 E), can only be 
detected in a good State, and existing States are not good. 
The portraiture of a good State, according to him, will 
convey, not only political, but also ethical instruction, and 
dispel the ethical errors which were exercising so fatal an 
influence. A new importance was thus lent to political 
inquiry. 

In constructing the ' good State ' from which he 
hopes to learn so much, Plato follows out his favourite 
principle of specialization 1 with much persistence. There 
must be a class to till the soil, another to build, another 
to weave, and on similar grounds there must be a class 
to fight and a class to govern. The principle is Socratic, 
though Socrates does not seem to have pushed it to 
its consequences. Plato, on the contrary, does so, and 
finds himself led on to exclude the mass of men from 
the functions of defending and governing the State, and 
to reserve these functions for two separate and compara
tively small classes. His reasoning is plausible, and it is 
not at first sight obvious why the work of governing should 
not, like that of house-building, be made over to a special 
class. There is no doubt that in the Greek State of Plato's 
time the soldier, the judge, and the statesman were all of 
them insufficiently professional. The interests of the State 
were then, to a far greater extent than they have ever 
been since, confided to persons neither specially trained nor 
specially excellent. Democracy gave power to every free-

tioKova1 µ.01 ei 7rpcfrruJI" Kai apia
rovs: ti€ Kat 8rncptAE<TTclTOVS: £cp17 .ivat 
, ' , \ ' ' 'i' 

fJI µ.Ev yewpytq. TOVS: Ta yEwpy1Ka EV 
7rparro11Tas:,Ev ti' larpelq. rovs: ra larpt-

Ka, lv ti€ 7roA1rEia rovs: ra 7roA.1nKa. 
1 Rep. 397 E, ovK fon timA.ovs: 

av'ip 7rap' ryµ.'iv ovtii 7roAAa7rAOvs:, 
Errfl&Ti eKaaros: 2v 7rparrn. 
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man, oligarchy gave power to the rich. Plato claimed that 
governing must be made over absolutely to a class which 
should do nothing but govern. Here we have the germ of 
the Republic. He learnt before he died that only the' sons 
of Gods' could be trusted with the powers which he gave to 
the rulers of the Republic. In the Laws he does not give 
up the assimilation of the work of women and men, but he 
does give up the unchecked rule of a governing class. 
Aristotle allows unchecked power only to his 7Taµ(3arnA.EV'>, 

a hypothetical being of superhuman excellence and capa
city. He and he alone is emancipated from the restraints 
of law: even the ideal citizens of the Fourth Book of the 
Politics are subject to them. 

The State, or rather city ( 7ToA.is ), which comes into exist
ence before our eyes in the Second Book of the dialogue, 
originates in men's needs, for Plato does not, like Aris
totle, conceive of man as a naturally social being, or 
recognize (in the Republic at all events) the priority of 
ties of blood, such as those of the household. It begins 
in men's need to live1, their need of food, lodging, and 
clothing. Its earliest members are the cultivator, the 
house-builder, the weaver, shoemaker, smith, and car
penter: four or five men of this stamp suffice to constitute 
a city, though a city of the barest kind (369 D). Here 
again Aristotle disagrees. The judge and the soldier are 
as essential ingredients in a city as the cultivator or artisan 
(Pol. 6 (4). 4. I 291 a 6 sqq.). Each man, Plato continues, 
follows a vocation of his own, both because he does his 
work better and more easily thus, and because men are 
born with different aptitudes (370 A-C). Herdsmen, mer
chants, retailers, day-labourers swell the population, and 
now our society is apparently complete (rEA.fo, 371 E). Plato 
dwells for a moment on the happy social life 2 of this baby 
State-a State too undeveloped to be the home of either 
virtue or vice, yet, if he is in earnest in 372 E, the State in its 

1 Rep. 369 D : cp. Aristot. Pol. 2 372 B, ~Uws- ~w611n> dXX~-
I. 2. 1252 b 29, ywop.i11TJ p.€11 0~11 Aots-. 
TOV (ij11 fllEKEll. 

Dd~ 
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most genuine and healthy form ; he dwells on its simple 
luxuries, its beds of leaves, its mainly vegetable diet 1, its 
praises of the Gods, its freedom from poverty and war, 
its innocence of soldiers and law-courts. 

But he knows that men's desires are not easily confined 
within these healthy limits ; they will ask for something 
more: new classes will be added-huntsmen (for Plato 
does not apparently, like Aristotle, regard hunting as one of 
the most primitive and natural pursuits), painters, sculptors, 
poets, actors, dancers, milliners, barbers, nurses, cooks, and 
finally swineherds. Then physicians will be necessary, and 
men's unlimited striving for wealth will give birth to war 2, 

the territory proving too small to satisfy the desires of its 
now numerous occupants. Then, and not till then, soldiers 
will be necessary, and they will have to be a separate class, 
if we are to be faithful to the principle which we adopted 
at the outset. Thus a body of guardians (<f>vA.aKEs, 374 D) 
becomes essential. 

To Aristotle the Republic must have seemed to start 
with a false conception of the State. It is, in his view, 
precisely the life of the classes which are wanting in the 
'genuine and healthy' State of Plato-soldiers, judges, 
statesmen-that gives the State its value. They are to 
the rest what the soul is to the body (6 (4)· 4. 1291 a 24 
sqq.). Without them the State is not really a State. 
They do not exist to restore health to a 'feverish' society, 
but to live their own life, which is the true ideal of human 
life. The State should not be composed of a mass of traders 
and producers (xpriµ,an<TTLKoC), protected and schooled by a 
handful of noble men, but of an adequately numerous 

1 Oxen will be used for plough
ing and drawing, and their hides 
will serve together with the wool 
of sheep for raiment (370 D-E). 
Neither sheep nor oxen will ap
parently be used for food. Cheese, 
however, is an article of diet (372 
C). Swine will not be kept (37 3 C). 
With all this Aristotle does not 
agree. Nature designed the other 

animals to serve as food for man, 
as well as to supply him with 
clothing (Pol. I. 8. 1256 b 15 sqq.). 

"Aristotle, on the contrary, holds 
that one kind of war at all events 
falls within the natural form of 
the Science of Supply, which does 
not make an unlimited amount of 
wealth its aim (Pol. r. 8. 1256 b 
23 sqq.). 
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body of persons capable of living and purposed to live 
the best life. 

The class of guardians are to be to the rest of the State 
what dogs are to a flock of sheep 1, at once protectors and 
guides. They must be ' philosophic and spirited and 
swift and strong' (376 C); they must be brave, truthful, 
temperate, not fond of money (386-391); and in order 
that they may possess all these qualities, they must re
ceive a correct 'musical' and gymnastic training. Plato, 
like Aristotle after him, undertakes a reform of 1.wvcriK~ and 
yvµ,vacrnK~, but his treatment of the subject is in many 
respects different from that of Aristotle. We notice, in 
the first place, that while Aristotle concerns himself in the 
Fifth Book of the Politics only with the musical side of 
µ,ovcriK~, Plato treats it as including poetry, tune, and 
rhythm, and pays fully as much attention to the substance 
and form of its poetic element, as he does to its accom
paniment of tune and rhythm ( ci)o~!; rp67To!; Ka'i µ,EAwv, 398 C: 
pvOµ,o{, 399 E), and to the question of the instruments which 
are to be used (399 C sqq.). Then again, we observe that 
the two inquirers approach the subject with different aims. 
The aim of Plato is to devise a scheme of education which 
will fit his guardians for the position assigned to them in 
his State : the aim of Aristotle is to produce a class of 
citizens capable of living the highest and most complete 
life. Thus Plato is naturally concerned for the most part 
with the value of µovrriK~ as an ethical influence, whereas 
Aristotle is careful to point out in how many different 
ways it enriches human life. Plato admits µovcriK1) without 
debate to a prominent place in his scheme of education : 
Aristotle debates its claims at some length, and learns 
by debating them how varied are its services to man. 
When the musical and gymnastic training of the guardians 
has been fully discussed, the further question arises, how are 
the rulers to be selected from the ranks of the guardians 
(412 B)? They must be older than the other guardians, 

1 Ultimately it is the class of dogs : the rulers are shepherds 
•auxiliaries' who are likened to (440 D). 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



PLATO. 

they must be wise and capable men ( <f>poviµoi, ovvaro0, men 
who feel their interests to be bound up with those of the 
rest, and whose minds are therefore immovably set on 
doing that which is best for the whole State; they must 
be 'lovers of their State and vigilant in their care for it' 
( <f>i/1.ouoA.ioEs, 502 E : KYJOEµovEs Tiis noA.Ews, 412 C) 1. The 
ruler must be ' proof against illusion, must keep a strict 
guard over himself, and never forget the lessons of his 
"musical" training, but always bear himself well ( d}(rx_~µwv ), 
and, whatever happens to him, prove himself rhythmical 
and harmonious (EvpvBµos, EMpµo<Trns, 3. 413 E)' 2

• He will 
be •wise' ( <To<f>os) in the sense of 'prudent in deliberation' 
(Evj3ovA.os), we learn in the Fourth Book (428)-he will 
possess that kind of science 'which deliberates with a view 
to the well-being, not of some particular thing in the State, 
but of the State as a whole, and considers how it should 
conduct itself, both in its internal relations and in its 
relations to other States' (428 C) 3• Such will be the 
character of the 'complete guardians' (414 B); the younger 
guardians will be the 'auxiliaries' (ETr£Kovpoi) carrying their 
decrees into execution. Below these two classes, the 
traders and producers (xpriµan<TnKo[) form a third, and the 
three classes together make up the State. 

In order that there may be nothing to render the rulers 
and their auxiliaries otherwise than as good as possible, 
or to incline them to act wrongfully ( KaKovpyE'iv) by the 
other citizens (3. 416 C), they must not possess any property 
of their own, not even a house or a treasury (raµiE'iov) 

1 We are reminded of the 
Pythagorean dictum already re
ferred to (above, p. 379), that 
' rulers must not only be men of 
knowledge, but loving to those 
they rule' ( cp. Rep. 412 D ). 

~ If we turn to the Seventh 
Book (522 A), we shall find the 
training here prescribed treated 
as inadequate and other than that 
which produces philosophers. It 
is a mere training through habit 
and produces, not a knowledge 
of principles, but only an instinc-

tive grace of character (Ei1pvBµ.la, 
d;apµ.ouria, 522 A). This is said 
of µ.ovuiKry. 

3 Compare Ephor. Fragm. 67 
(Miiller, Fragm. Hist. Gr. I. 254), 
where Ephorus, after noticing the 
shortness of the period during 
which the Thebans retained their 
ascendency in Greece, adds
ai'.nov &£ Elvai TO Xoywv KOL oµ.iXia> 
ri]> 7rpo> dvBpwr.ov> oXiywpi]uai, 
µ.6v1J> &' £mµ.•X1]Bi]vai rry> Kara mi
AEp.ov apETi]>. 
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-treasuries, we learn in the Eighth Book (550 D ), are 
the ruin of timocratic States like the Lacedaemonian-and 
they must receive year by year only just that amount of 
necessaries which they need for their own use (416 D sqq.); 
they must not possess or even use gold and silver, in the 
form of coin or in any other form. Once let them be 
owners of land, and houses, and coin, and they will pass 
their lives hating and hated by their fellow-citizens and 
in daily fear of violence (417 A sq.) 1• Later on, in the 
Fourth Book (423 E), a hint is dropped that, so far as 
these two classes are concerned, not only property but 
also women and children will be as far as possible, like 
the goods of friends, in common. 

When Adeimantus remarks that the guardians will be 
more like a garrison of hired auxiliaries than citizens
pauper protectors of happy householders rather than them
selves happy men, the Platonic Socrates in effect replies 
that if they live up to their position, there is no reason 
why they should not be the happiest members of the 
community. Their duties will be-to keep both wealth 
and poverty 2 away from the State; to preserve the unity 
of the State without unduly contracting its dimensions, so 
that it shall be neither over-small nor yet, like many large 
States, two States in one ; to make such transfers from 
the trading and producing class to the class of guardians 
and vice versa as will secure that every one shall have the 
work to do for which he is fit, and thus that the State 

1 It has been already noticed 
(above, p. r 59 note), that while 
here in the Third Book the reason 
why the two higher classes are to 
hold everything in common is that 
otherwise they may be tempted 
to wrong the rest of the citizens 
and to earn their hatred by so 
doing, Plato assigns another 
reason in the Fifth Book (464)
the prevention of disharmony in 
the ranks of the two higher classes: 
if the members of these classes are 
at one, he says (465 B), the other 
citizens are sure to be so too. 

2 Similarly in the soul the 
rational and spirited elements 
are to take charge of the appeti
tive element and to prevent its 
growing over-large and over
strong on a diet of bodily plea
sure (4. 442 A) ; or rather (9. 
57 r E ), to lull it to sleep by taking 
care that it has neither more nor 
less than its due share of nutri
ment, so that it may not trouble 
the best element of the soul by 
its joy or grief, but leave it to 
pursue its investigations in peace. 
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shall be one (423 D); but, above all, to attend to the 
rearing and education of the young-the children of the 
two upper classes are apparently referred to-and to see 
that this undergoes no change. 

The State which has now been constructed is pronounced 
to be good and normal, and all others to be bad and 
aberrant from the normal type (5· 449 A): it is the best 
possible (4· 434 E), perfectly good (uA.,ws ayae~, 4. 427 E). 
Justice must consequently exist within it ; and after a short 
search it is identified, and found to be-both in the soul of 
the individual human being and in the State-the fulfil
ment by each part of its appropriate function ( ra avrov 
7rparrEw). 

So far the first four books of the Republic carry us, and 
even in them we seem to rise from time to time above the 
plane of Socratic thought. We are not, indeed, far from the 
Socratic point of view, when the wisdom which the rulers are 
required to possess is explained to be 'wisdom in delibera
tion' (E-vf3ovt..Ca, 428 B), or a knowledge how the State should 
behave to itself and other States (428 C-D), though Socrates 
would have described the art of governing rather as a know
ledge how to make men better. We feel ourselves further 
from the Socratic stand-point, however, when the ruler is re
quired to know how to act so as to preserve the harmony of 
the parts of the State (443 E: cp. 44z C), for the conception 
of the State as a Whole composed of parts which need to 
work harmoniously together is rather Platonic or Pytha
gorean than Socratic. Right action, in Plato's view, is not 
the outcome simply of knowledge, but springs, in the case 
of an individual, from the co-operation of the parts of the 
soul-in the case of a State, from the co-operation of its 
elements. Nat only must the ruling element of the soul 
possess knowledge, but it must be seconded by the spirited 
element, and even the lowest section must have virtue of a 
certain kind. And so in the State the virtue of the rulers 
must be supported by virtue in the second class and virtue 
in the third. There are irrational elements present both 
in the soul and in the State, which may be so constituted 
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as to refuse obedience to reason, and their co-operation is 
essential to a satisfactory result. In the State the third 
class-as in the soul the appetitive nature-is fully a mem
ber of the Kowwvta, though a subordinate member. The 
traders and producers (xp7Jµano"TLKol) are citizens and parts 
of the Whole, so long as they do their part and refrain 
from meddling with the work of others. When they insist 
on ruling, as in an oligarchy or democracy, it is as if the 
appetitive element claimed supremacy in the soul. 

The aspiration of Plato in the first four books of the 
Republic is for a State in which the mass of the citizens 
are content to live the life of production and trade for 
which alone they are fit, and look for protection and 
guidance to a comparatively small soldier-class specially 
trained to find in an educated sense of proportion and 
harmony the secret of courage and temperance, and 
saved from temptations to misrule by holding women, 
children, and property in common-a class which in its 
turn accepts the rule of its wisest members, men who 
consecrate their lives to the good of the State as a whole, 
and rule in such a way as to maintain the co-operation of 
the three classes, and yet, notwithstanding their pre
eminence in wisdom, regard the two other classes as fellow
citizens and brothers. 

The interruption of Polemarchus and Adeimantus at the 
beginning of the Fifth Book forms, however, as has often 
been noticed, a turning-point in the course of the dialogue. 
Some 1 hold that the three books which intervene between 
the Fourth and Eighth, whatever the date of their com
position, found no place in the original scheme of the 
dialogue, and are a subsequent addition. It is difficult, how
ever, to suppose that the bold communistic proposals of the 
Republic were adopted without more discussion than they 
receive in the Third and Fourth Books, or that the assimila
tion of the occupations of men and women formed no part 
of the earlier draft ; and we gather from a passing expres-

1 Krohn has argued elaborately book, ' Der Platonische Staat ' 
for this view in his instructive (Halle, 1876). 
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sion in the Third Book (416 B, TOVTO µ'Ev oilK litwv oi"iaxvpl,E<T

eai ... T~<; dpO~s rraiodai;, ifni; rror€ EO"Tlv), that the Platonic So
crates is even then not absolutely certain that the whole truth 
has been uttered as to the best education for a guardian 1• 

So again, we find at the close of the same book, that the 
question of the selection of rulers and guardians (~ h>..oy~ 

\ f ~ ' I 'rl-.\f )h tb Kai KaTaO"TaO"L'> rwv apxovrwv TE Kai 't'v"aKwv as as ye een 
dealt with only in outline ( wi; Jv .Urrcp, Jl-~ oi' ihpif3dai;,3. 414A). 
Perhaps the interruption of Polemarchus and Adeimantus 
assures Socrates for the first time of the keen interest they 
take in the discussion-or perhaps it was necessary to 
avoid mixing up the search for justice with highly debat
able matter, and to bring it to a close without unreasonable 
delay; at any rate, in the Fifth Book Socrates gives utter
ance to three great paradoxes in succession, of only one of 
which-the proposal of a communistic plan of life for the 
guardians-have we had even a hint before. The two others 
-the identification of the pursuits of the men and women 
of the guardian class, and the choice of carefully trained 
philosophers as rulers-are altogether new. The question 
how the constitution already described can be realized 
-how it is to be brought into existence-furnishes the 
occasion for the utterance of the last and greatest of the 
three paradoxes. It cannot be brought into being, till philo
sophers are kings, or kings become philosophers (5. 471 C: 
472 E sqq.) 2• These are the lowest terms on which it can 

1 It should also be noticed that 
the Third Book (402) allows no 
man to be truly µovrrnafr, who has 
not learnt from his study of µov1n
KTJ to discern the 'essential forms' 
(•1&17) of temperance, courage, and 
other virtues, so that there would 
seem to be a philosophical ele
ment even in the study of µovu<KTJ, 
notwithstanding what we are told 
in 7. 522A. 

2 If Themistius·may be trusted, 
Aristotle dissented from Plato's 
doctrine that kings should be phi
losophers-<f>tAouocf>•!v µ€v n;> {'3au1-
AEt ovx orroor dvayKatov dvat cf>auKoov, 

dXAa Kat lµrroMv, To ll£ <f>1/..ouo<f>ov
u1v dA.178tvw> fVTV'}')(UVEIV EVrrnBij Kat 
•vry1<oov (Aristot. Fragm. 79. 1489 b 
8 sqq.). In the Fourth Book of 
the Politics, however, he seems to 
regard philosophy as the best 
security, in the case of citizen
rulers at all events, for the right 
use of leisure (4 (7 ). l 5). He 
appears also to have recom
~ended the study of philosophy 
m the ITpoTpmTtKo> which he ad
dressed to Themison, King of the 
Cyprians (Aristot. Fragm. 47. 
1483 a 39: Heitz, die verlorenen 
Schriften des Aristoteles, p. 208). 
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be realized ( cp. 4 7 3 B, TLVOS av <T/.UKporarov p.Erapal\6vros ¥Moi 
Els rovrov rov rp6nov r~s nol\iuCas not.is). The subject of 
the choice of rulers is now taken up again and considered 
afresh (TO (fr TWV apx6vrwv ;;<T7rEp ft apx~s µeuMJE'iv <lE'i, 6. 
502 E). It now appears that it is not enough for the ruler 
to have acquired an unerring sense of proportion and har
mony in feeling and action (E-vpvOµCa, Evapµo<rda), an un
shakeable devotion to the good of the State : he must be 
tested not only in labours and fears and pleasures, but in 
studies (503 D); the 'perfect guardian' is a philosopher 
(503 B), and we must take care that ours becomes one. 
He cannot do so unless he starts with great natural gifts
a tenacious memory, quickness to learn, breadth and eleva
tion of mind, a gracious and measured nature (gµµETpos 
Kai. Evxapis, 486 D), an instinctive love of truth, justice, 
courage, and temperance (487 A). His keenness to get 
to the heart of things (aA.~OELa, 490 A) is the central 
feature of his character and the source from which his 
moral excellence flows. Eager to pass beyond the shows 
of things to their inner reality, he presses on from the 
varying and manifold forms of the just (ra noHa UKaw) to 
its unmixed and unchanging essence or idea ; he traces the 
just up to its source in the Idea of Good, which is also the 
source of all existence, and acquires from contact with that 
which truly exists (ro ovrws ov)-the only sure source-a 
healthy and orderly character, temperance, courage, and 
the rest of the virtues (490 A-C). His virtue, unlike that 
of those who are only virtuous through habit (522 A : 
619 C), has a firm foundation in knowledge. He has seen 
' that which is just and beautiful and temperate' both as it 
exists by nature and as it exists among men (501 B), and 
has a 'divine pattern' in his soul to guide him in fashioning 
the State over which he rules and the characters of its 
citizens (500 C sqq.); no hand but his can make the State 
happy and dear to God (500 E sqq.). He is the true 
guardian, the true 'designer of constitutions' ((wypa<f>os 

Not a few Romans probably held 
that philosophy was hardly a study 

for a future ruler (Suet. Nero, c. 
52: Tac. Agric. c. 4). 
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noA.irnwv, 500 E ), the true 'saviour of the constitution' 
(502 D). Plato evidently has hopes that some son of a 
king or potentate (ovvaa-r17s) may arise, fit to be made 
a philosopher, at whose hands citizens would be willing 
to accept the constitution which he has described (502 
A-B) 1• He feels, indeed, that the permanent presence of 
an element of this kind in the State is essential (497 C). 

Thus rule is now given, not, as before, to men possessed 
of mere deliberative wisdom ( d1j3ovA.oi ), knowing how the 
State should behave to itself and to other States, but to 
men of high natural excellence trained in a long series of 
studies calculated to evoke thought and draw it in the 
direction of true Being. The creation of a class of this 
kind is not only the ' Open, Sesame' of the Republic-the 
condition of its being brought into existence-but also, it 
would seem, the condition of its satisfactory working, for 
Plato appears to hold that the permanent rulers of the 
State must be men of this type. 

As early as the age of 20 (537 B), at the close of the 
period of pure gymnastic training, the youths \Vho have 
shone most in their musical and gymnastic studies are 
parted from the rest and treated with special distinction, 
and have their attention called to the inter-connexion of the 
various branches of science and their relation to true Being. 
From this select body a further selection is made on the 
completion of the thirtieth year, and those are picked out 
and surrounded with especial honour who successfully 
undergo a dialectical test, and prove most capable of leaving 
sight and sense behind, and penetrating with sureness to 
that which truly exists. Five years are to be devoted by 
them to the exclusive study of Dialectic; fifteen more are to 
be given to the acquisition of practical experience in military 
commands and posts suitable for young men (v€wv apxat, 
539 E); and then at the age of 50 those who have survived 
all these tests and come out best both in practical work 
and in scientific study (EV E pyois TE Kal Enw-r~µ.ais, 540 A) 

1 Dion, according to Plutarch 
(Dion, c. 53), attempted some 

bold constitutional innovations at 
Syracuse. 
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are to be bidden to lift up their eyes and look on that 
which is the source of light to all, the Idea of Good, and 
using it as a pattern, to order for the rest of their lives the 
State and private men and themselves, each ruling in turn 1• 

They will pass most of their time in philosophic pursuits, 
but when the proper season comes, they will not shrink 
from the disagreeables of a political life, but consent to 
govern from a feeling of duty to the State and as a thing 
rather necessary than noble or glorious (540 A-B). 

It is under their auspices, and theirs only, that our ideal 
State can come into existence. Let men of this type, once 
in power, 'send off into the country all those who are over 
ten years of age' and 'train the remainder in their own ways 
of life, being those which we have described 2• Brought 
into being in this, the shortest and easiest, manner, our 
State will both itself enjoy happiness and be a blessing to 
the race in which it arises' (54I A). These are among the 
closing words of the Seventh Book. 

Throughout the dialogue the question how the State is 
to be made at one with itself and happy seems to be even 
more prominent than the question how it is to be made to 
produce virtue. True, Plato asks (Rep. 456 E)-' Is there 
anything better for a State than that women and men as 
excellent as possible should be produced in it? '-but 
shortly after (462 A) he also asks: 'Can we name any 
greater evil for a State than that which tears it asunder 
and makes it many States in place of one, or any greater 
good than that which binds it together and makes it one?' 
Perhaps, indeed, the two things are hardly separable; it is 
virtue that gives unity to the State, unity that gives it virtue. 
But we feel that nothing comes home more to Plato than 
the disunion of all existing States (for even in the Lace-

1 Plato speaks of his ideal State 
as assuming the form of a King
ship or an Aristocracy, according 
as one of the rulers, or more, pos
sesses transcendent excellence 
(4. 445 D) : in the Ninth Book, 
however, it is called a {jacnXwo-

/J.EV'J 11"0\i~ (576 D ). 
2 This is evidently a softened 

version of the sentence which 
Heraclitus passed on the Ephe
sians for expelling Hermodorus 
(see Diog. Laert. 9. 2: and above, 
p. 263 note). 
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daemonian State (547 C) the two upper classes are at enmity 
with the third, which they have conquered in war), and that 
he has nothing more at heart than to make his State not 
two States but one (423 D). He shows infinite ingenuity 
in devising means for securing this end. His main reliance 
is placed on justice, or, in other words, the correct distinc
tion of social function, but no care in the selection and edu
cation of the two upper classes will suffice, if they are not 
set free from the temptations which come with the posses
sion of households and several property. Then the original 
sketch of the education of the rulers is revised : it is not 
enough that they should be trained to rhythm and har
mony-they must have learnt virtue from contact with 'that 
which really exists.' They must have learnt that there is a 
life which is better than the life of a ruler, and come to the 
task of ruling with reluctance 1• No such class exists at 
present in any State; a wholly new class needs to be 
created. When it exists, men will not hesitate to accept 
its authority. If at present illegitimate claimants grasp at 
power, it is because the true rulers do not exist. 

Plato holds up his ideal constitution not only as the best 
-which is all that Aristotle claims for his-but as the only 
normal form (449 A), realizable whenever and \Yherever a 
class of this kind can be brought into existence. The Eighth 
and Ninth Books illustrate the consequences of its deprava
tion or absence 2

• Power falls into worse and worse hands. 
The review of actual constitutions given in these books is 

1 Rep. 520 E, el µ€v (3iov lgevpfi
<Tet> dµe[vw TOV apxeiv TOL> µiA
AOV<TLV /ipgeiv, (un uot f5vvaTT, yevi
u8at 1TOAL> eO olKovµiv17. 

2 There is much in them which 
carries our thoughts back rather 
to the Second, Third, and Fourth 
Books than to the Seventh. Mov
<TLKT/ to our surprise regains the 
credit which it had lost in the 
Seventh Book (;22 A), where it is 
treated as a mere education of 
habit, not communicating science. 
In the Eighth Book, on the con-

trary, the decline from the ideal 
State begins with the rule of dµov
uoTEpot cpvAaKes (546 D ), and reason 
mingled with /J.OV<TLK;, (A.6yos /J.OV<TLKij 
KeKpaµiv0>, 549 B : cp. 560 B) is 
declared to be the true preserva
tive of virtue, the true qualification 
for rule. On the other hand, there 
are passages in the Ninth Book 
(e.g. 585 B sqq.: 586 A, 1Tpo> To 
aA17tJws avw OVTE dvi;3A.e.Vav K.T.A., 
cp. 7. 525 D) which are more in 
the spirit of the Fifth, Sixth, and 
Seventh Books. 
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designed to show that all States other than that in which 
justice reigns are unhappy, and increasingly unhappy, the 
further they are removed from the ideal model, and it 
naturally places them before us in a sombre light. The 
Lacedaemonian State still retains a few features of the ideal 
community: the distinction of social functions (or justice) 
so far survives there that the soldier is marked off from 
the cultivator and trader ; the old respect for magistrates, 
the old military habits of life, the old interest in yvµ.vaa-rLK~ 
also survive. But the third class has been enslaved, 
separate households and property have been introduced, 
the class of ' wise men ' ( <Tocpof.) has been corrupted and has 
lost its hold of power. The State is in the hands of men 
in whom the spirited element rules, contentious and ambi
tious men ( cpLA.ovHKOL Kat cpLA.6nµ.oL, 551 A). The regime is 
one of perpetual war, and love of money has come in with 
the decline of communism. 

In the oligarchy the money-getting spirit has won com
plete mastery. Rich men rule over spendthrifts whose 
purses they have drained : all but the rulers are poor 
(552 D ). Functions are no longer distinguished ; the 
soldier is also a cultivator or a trader. The oligarchical 
State is weak for war, for it is really two States-a State of 
the rich and a State of the poor-and it dares not arm its 
poor. It is in the oligarchy that the drone, stinged or 
stingless, or in other words, the idle spendthrift (564 B), is 
first engendered. 

Democracy is rather the rule of the stinged drones than 
of the many. There are three classes in a democracy-the 
drones, stinged and stingless ; rich money-making orderly 
men; and a large body of poor labouring men, who seldom 
assemble together, but are all-powerful when they do. The 
drones of a democracy are far more formidable than those 
of an oligarchy, being now admitted to office, and they 
plunder the rich for the benefit of the poor. This is one 
f ea tu re of a democracy; another is its excess of liberty. 
A democracy is organized anarchy. We do not learn 
why the supremacy of the third class (the XP7Jµ.an<TnKor.) 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



416 NATURE OF THE POLITICAL 7EACHING 

should be accompanied by this excessive impatience of 
control. 

Anarchy leads by a natural reaction to tyranny 1• The 
people loves to have a champion ; democracy commonly 
means the supremacy of an individual (565 C); and the 
champion easily passes into a tyrant. Many of the touches 
in Aristotle's well-known picture of tyranny will be found 
to have been drawn from Plato's sketch of the tyrant, if the 
two are compared. 

Plato speaks throughout of oligarchy, democracy, and 
tyranny as if there were only one form of each, and that the 
most extreme form. He is naturally led by the aim he 
has in view to make the worst of each of these constitutions. 
We must not look for scientific exactness in these vigorous 
sketches, which have a perennial truth and value; Plato's 
aim is rather to show the misery of misrule than to trace 
with accuracy the path of constitutional change, or to re
produce every nuance of the various constitutions (Rep. 
548 D). When Aristotle, at the close of his book on Poli
tical Change, brings his unrivalled knowledge of the facts 
of constitutional change in Greek States to bear on Plato's 
brilliant series of dissolving views, we feel that his matter
of-fact criticisms, however cogent they may be, are rather 
thrown away. 

Remarks. Socrates had not designed an ideal State, but simply 
pointed to the Lacedaemonian State or to Solonian 
Athens. Plato reverted to the old practice, and the fact 
that he did so indicates an increased dissatisfaction with 
the actual State. The Republic is written from 'the ful
ness of the heart '-\vi th a keen sense of the need of moral 
and political reform ; far more so than the Politicus, more 
so perhaps than even the Laws. Hence in part its boldness 
of touch, its breadth of treatment, and the novelty of the 
remedies it suggests. 

Plato knows that moral and political improvement must 

1 Did Plato think that Athens would end in a tyranny? 
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go hand in hand, and thus while he seeks to persuade men 
of the happiness of virtue and the misery of vice, his 
criticism is especially directed to existing political insti
tutions, which he thought had much to do with the moral 
shortcomings of the age. He spares much that is merely 
Hellenic and temporary, and rejects much that experience 
has shown to stand on a far firmer basis, much that many 
would say is broadly human and for all time. He is foi: a 
State of small extent with a city at its centre, for games and 
festivals and athletic contests, for State-control over religion 
-so far he follows Hellenic traditions. The institutions 
which he challenges are mostly not specially Hellenic, but the 
common property of all ages and countries-the household, 
the right of several property, the distinction between the 
occupations of men and women, the drama. He requires 
wealth and numbers to submit to a denial of the claims 
which they have at all times and everywhere made to 
political authority. 

The faulty distribution of political rights in all existing 
Greek communities did much, in his view, to destroy the 
unity of the State, and to make the rise of the only class 
that could redeem it-the philosophic class-impossible 
and hopeless (497 A sqq.). The Greek States were ruled 
either by harsh soldiers, pugnacious and keen for personal 
distinction, like the Spartans, or by rapacious oligarchs, 
demagogues, or tyrants. The rule of the few meant the 
exploitation of the many by the rich. The rule of the many 
meant anarchy, political and moral, and the spoliation of 
the rich. The rule of the tyrant me~mt misery even to the 
tyrant himself. 

The picture which Plato draws in the Republic of the 
political state of Greece is probably too dark, for we know 
from Aristotle's testimony that moderate forms of oligarchy 
and democracy did exist, and that the extreme form of 
democracy can hardly have found a place in many States 
(Aristot. Pol. 8 (6). 4. 1319 b r sqq.). Yet Aristotle himself 
dwells on the intolerance of compromise, the determination 
not to share power with others, but to crush them or be 

\'OL. I. E e 
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crushed by them, which had come to prevail in men's minds 
{Pol. 6 (4)· IL 1296 a 40 sqq.). 

Changes of character seemed to Plato to be needed in all 
ranks. The producing and trading classes must be just
that is, they must be content to do their own work without 
meddling with matters too high for them-and temperate 
-that is, they must be willing to accept the rule of their 
betters. If they were excluded from office, they were none 
the less citizens for that; they were citizens and members 
of the Whole 1, but that Whole must be• vitalized,' if we may 
use the word, by two added classes-the one designed to 
fight, the other to rule. Far the larger part of the best 
State 2 was to be of very ordinary material, but it was to be 
headed with silver, and its tip was to be of the very purest 
gold. The fighting and ruling classes must be distinct-, 
not identical, as Hippodamus had made them-and they 
must be educated in an altogether novel way and live an 
altogether novel kind of life. So far as they are concerned, 
the household and the right of several property must be 
abolished. Plato speaks, indeed, of an extension of the 
household tie, but the practical result of his proposals 
would be its abolition. So long as the guardian classes had 
wives and children and property of their own, they would 
not rule so as to win the love of the mass of the population, 
nor would they be united in feeling among themselves or a 
source of union to the rest. Private households and 
property were a fruitful source of litigation and disagreement 
(464 D), and we learn from a curious passage 3, how keenly 
Plato felt the weariness of the task of caring for children 
and providing the wherewithal for the maintenance of a 

1 Cp. Rep. 552 A, µ71l3'-11 ovra 
TWV T~S 1TOA€CM µE pwv, 11-liu xp71µa
TLCTTr,v µ'iTE l3r1µwvpyo11 µryu L1T1TEa 
µ'iu orrXfr7111. 

2 Rep. 428 E sq. : cp. 442 A, 
where the appetitive part of the 
soul, which corresponds to To 
xp71µancrTtK011 in the State, is said 
to be the largest portion of it. 

s Rep. 46 5 C, TU '}'E 11-'111 crµtKpo
TQTa TWll KaKwv l31' drrpirrnav oKvw 

Kat AE"jElll ©11 U1T7JAAayµ€vo1 av ELEV, 
KOAQKEias TE 1TAOVCTLWll, a?Topias TE 
Kat dA.y17l36vas ocras Ell 1Tatl3oTpocplms 
Kat XP1Jp.ancrµotS f>ta Tpocpr,11 olKETWll 
dvayKaiav lcrxovcrt, ra µ€11 l3a11E1( 6-
p.Evot, Ta lJ' lgapvo.JµEvot, Ta l3€ 
1T<IVTWS 1TOptcraµ€110t 8EfLEVOL 1Tapa 

,.. , ' ') , , 
'}'VVU!Kas TE Kai Ot/CETCIS, Tap.tEVEIV 
rrapaf>ovnr, ocra n, ~ cpiXE, rr<pt 
UVTa Kett ofo 1T<ICTXOVCTt, f>ELAa TE f>Ti 
Kat ay<w~ Kat ovK 11gia XiyEt11. 
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household, though freedom from this burden is, he sees, a 
comparatively small matter. The proposal to assimilate 
the pursuits of women and men was probably suggested in 
part by the teaching of Socrates 1• Of course, the establish
ment of communism was thus facilitated, and the regulation 
of women's lives made more easy. The luxurious life of the 
women had done much to ruin the Lacedaemonian State, 
and Plato probably desired to prevent the same cause 
beiQg fatal to his own ideal community. 

Even these sweeping changes, however, would not suffice 
without an entire change in the education of the soldiers 
and rulers of the State. There was much that was wrong 
in the poetry and music which formed the most potent 
element in the education of the day. The poets sang 
of Gods who were the cause of evil to men, and who 
were dece~vers and false. They sapped men's courage 
by their ill pictures of Hades, men's self-control by their 
wailings for the noble dead and their representations of 
excessive mirth. The true µov<riKry makes men brave, 
orderly, and temperate (4z4 E, €vvoµoi Kat <r7Tovoa'i'oi)

correct in a thousand little matters which law cannot 
reach or touch (425 A-B). The State must keep an eye 
on all the arts, but especially on poetry and music, and 
see that they ' moralize their song ' and teach men to 
know virtue in all its forms, and also vice in all its forms, 
as they know their alphabet (4oz A-C). The drama is 
to be excluded. The education of those who are to rule 
is only to cease at the age of thirty-five, and in it all 
studies which lead the mind in the direction of true Being 
are to find a place-especially Mathematics and Dialectic. 
Contact with true Being and, above all, with the Idea of 
Good is the secret of complete virtue. 

1 Socrates had said (Xen. Symp. 
2. 9) that the nature of women is 
not inferior to that of men, but only 
falls short of it in wisdom and 
strength (yvwµ.17~ Kal laxuos). The 
tendency of the Socratic doctrine 
of the unity of virtue was to dis
courage distinctions between the 

virtue of men and the virtue of 
women, such as that implied in a 
saying of Gorgias (Fragm. 17 : 
Mullach, Fr. Philos. Gr. z. 145), 
which Thucydides had tacitly 
amended in a famous sentence of 
one of his speeches (2. 45. 4). 

Eez 
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Plato's hope is that if the State were once absolutely 
in the hands of rulers possessed of high natural gifts, 
yet saved from the corruption which ordinarily befel the 
possessor of such gifts, trained from their earliest years 
to be temperate, orderly, and gentle, as well as brave 1, 
devoted to the wellbeing of the State as a whole, and 
freed from all disturbing influences of relationship and 
property-rulers mature in age and experience, and knowing 
what goodness and temperance and justice are as only 
philosophers can know this-the political problem would 
be found to have been solved. Rulers of this type would 
not oppress the ruled, and their authority would be willingly 
accepted by all. Disunion would vanish, the State would 
be not two but one, and 'peace with virtue' would bring 
happiness 2• 

The thought which underlies Plato's project of a State 
is that the mass of men are fit only for industrial or 
trading pursuits, and should leave the defence of the State 
to a small separate class, and the government of it to 
a still smaller class selected from the fighting class. 
Indeed, he thinks that the mass only grasps at political 
power when the holders of it are unworthy of their 
pos1t10n. Let these be all they should be, and the 
common herd will gladly leave politics to them. There 
is a kernel of truth in this view, and Aristotle has said 
something not very dissimilar ( e. g. Pol. 2. 7. 1267 b 
5 sqq.: 7 (5). 8. 1308b 34 sqq.: 8 (6). 4. 1318 b 11-1319a 
4). It is the organization of Plato's State in detail, that is 
so startling ; the broad conceptions on which it rests may 
be so stated as to lose all appearance of paradox. If Plato 
had said that the main stress of ruling must be borne by 

1 Cp. Plato, Politicus 306. 
2 Spinoza says (Tractat. Pol. 5. 

2) : 'certum est quod seditiones, 
bella, legumque contemptio sive 
violatio non tam subditorum mali
tiae, quam pravo imperii statui 
imputanda sunt .... Si itaque in 
una civitate malitia magis regnat, 
pluraque peccata committuntur, 

quam in alia, certum est id ex eo 
oriri, quod talis civitas non satis 
concordiae providerit, nee iura 
satis prudenter instituerit.' But he 
~oes not go so far as to say that 
mternal harmony is out of the 
question in the absence of rulers 
of heroic or angelic mould. 
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a few well-selected, highly gifted, well- trained natures 
devoted to the common good and distracted by no private 
interests, knowing what is great and excellent in human 
life and ordering everything with a view to it, valuing 
goodness more than wealth or distinction or empire, and 
supported by the love of a people conscious of its own 
inferiority and content to till the soil, or trade, or fight, 
and to leave ruling to those who understand it-we should 
have recognized the substantial basis of truth which 
underlies his social ideal, and not have lost sight of it 
in marvelling at the strangeness of his machinery. 

It is another question whether a State of this kind, 
composed to a large extent of men who are content to 
be ruled by others, and who neither take nor are fit to 
take any part in guiding the State to which they belong 
-who are, in fact, rather in the State than of it-is 
really the highest type of State that can be imagined. 
We may feel inclined to agree with Aristotle that it 
is not. 

But the ' Republic ' formed a turning-point in the Influence 

history of Greek political philosophy, and gave it a 0~~t~ ~~
direction which it was slow to lose. The political philo- fhe 

h b h . I . political sop er was to e no mere apat etlc ana yst of social philosophy 

phenomena, but the watchful physician of the State, of Aris

unflinching in his diagnosis of its maladies and outspoken totle. 

in pointing to the true remedy. The political philosophy 
of Greece would perhaps have gained in many ways, 
if its aim had been less practical. The broad, profound 
principles which it asserts would not have been buried 
in ephemeral detail. Its theoretical basis would have 
been more firm, more consistent, more fully thought out. 
But it would have lost something of 'actuality'; its authors 
would no longer claim our sympathy, as men keenly in-
terested in the wellbeing of their race and eager to help 
it through its difficulties. They might perhaps be pro-
founder anatomists of society, but they would hardly 
impress us to the same extent as good citizens concerned 
for the future of their country. The greatest master 
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of political inquiry that had yet appeared in Greece 
gave in the 'Republic' a clear intimation to his successors 
in that field, that Political Philosophy was to keep watch 
on the maladies of the age, and to try to heal them : 
the political philosopher in Greece was to be all and more 
than all that the prophet had been to another people. 
When Plato discovered that the remedies suggested in the 
Republic were impracticable, he wrote the La\\·s in the 
hope of doing better service to his generation, and was 
prepared even to depict a 'third State'; his intention was 
to be useful to his time and country, even if, as a matter of 
fact, his least ideal State was too ideal to be of much 
practical service to existing communities (Pol. 6 ( 4 ). r. 
1288 b 33 sqq.). It is from Plato that Aristotle inherits 
the practical aim of his Political Philosophy. 

So again it is from Plato that Aristotle inherits the 
plan of depicting an ideal State, though, unlike Plato 
in the Republic, he does not claim that his 'best State' 
is universally applicable, or the only normal State. He 
inherits Plato's conception of 1TOALTLK~ as ordering every
thing in the State-supreme over law, economy, rhetoric, 
and strategy, and also apparently over poetry and the arts, 
though Aristotle would leave to poetry and music a far 
greater freedom of development than Plato was prepared 
to allow them. To him, as to Plato, Scientific Knowledge 
is essential to the ruler, though, of a different kind from 
tpat which Plato insisted that he should possess. He 
inherits Plato's view of the State as a \Vhole, whose parts 
must be adapted to each other and to the work they have 
to do, if the Whole is to prosper, though he criticises the 
co-ordination of parts in Plato's Republic as imperfect, 
and not such as to secure happiness either to the \Vhole 
or to its parts. He approves the view that the individual 
citizen ought to consider himself as belonging to the State 
and not to himself, though he holds that no sacrifice of 
the individual's happiness should be involved in this, 
whereas Plato's scheme involved, in his opinion, a sacrifice 
of this kind. Like Plato, again, he places trading, industrial, 
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and agricultural functions in other hands than those to which 
he entrusts the defence of the State, and also marks off the 
military class from that to which he assigns the duties 
of government. Both followed, or rather improved upon, 
the tradition of the Lacedaemonian State in this matter. 

But if the ' Republic' has left many traces of its influence 
in the political philosophy of Aristotle, Aristotle is by no 
means prepared to accept the State depicted in it as the 
ideal State, even if he could regard the portraiture of an 
ideal State, or indeed of two or three of them, as an ade
quate treatment of Political Philosophy. 

\Vhile Plato had regarded his State as realizable wherever Points in 

b d f h "l h · 1 h"l h which the a o y o true p 1 osop ers, or even a smg e p 1 osop er- political 

king, could be brought into existence and entrusted with tea.ching of 

A . 1 d . h h" b S 1 b Anstotle power, nstot e a mits t at ts est tate can on y e diverged 

realized under quite exceptional circumstances-only where frfomh that 
o t e 

Fortune and Nature conspire with the lawgiver to bring it Republic. 

into being (6 (4)· II. r295 a 25 sqq.). Plato himself, when 
he wrote the Laws, had come to see that he had taken too 
sanguine a view of human nature in the Republic, and had 
given to philosophic men powers which can only be given 
with safety to 'gods and the children of gods.' Aristotle 
saw far more clearly than Plato how seldom institutions of 
at all an ideal cast can be applicable to average commu-
nities, and hence it is that he takes far greater pains than 
Plato to show how .even the least favoured community may 
improve its institutions and come to enjoy a tolerable poli-
tical organization. He is far from holding hiS best consti-
tution to be the only normal ( op81}) constitution. Every 
constitution is normal which is just and for the common good. 
The State is a thing that may legitimately assume a variety 
of forms. Some of these are better than others ; the Abso-
lute Kingship and the Aristocracy are better than the 
Polity. But even the deviation-forms have their better and 
worse types, and it is a great thing to have shown a devia
tion-form of the worst type how to become a deviation-form 
of a better type, or even how to become not too intolerable 
to last. Aristotle appears to set more store by tolerable 
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constitutions than Plato: to him the difference between a 
tolerable constitution and a bad one is immense. Even 
democrats, he feels, may be glad to learn how to construct 
a democracy that will last, and it is as much the business 
of Political Philosophy to tell them how to do this as to 
depict an ideal State. 

But then Aristotle also thinks that Plato's State is not 
the best possible State. In the first place, he objects to 
Plato's organization of his three classes, as leaving the two 
upper classes in an insecure position. If the third class, 
he says (Pol. 2. 5. 1264 a 17), is to live a communistic life 
like the two others, it will have all the moral advantages 
which, according to Plato, accompany such a life ; it will be 
too like the other classes to profit by their rule, as inferiors 
profit by the rule of superiors ; indeed it will not submit to 
their rule, unless special precautions are taken. If, on the 
other hand (and this Aristotle had in an earlier passage 
-c. 4. 1262 a 40 sq.-rightly taken to be Plato's mean
ing), the third class is not to live a communistic life, but 
to have private households and rights of property like 
the rest of the world, then Plato's State will be just what 
he wishes it not to be-two States in one-for the two 
parts of its citizen-body will be living entirely different 
lives ; one of them will be as it were a garrison, while the 
other will be the real citizens. So again, on this hypothesis, 
the third class will be fully exposed to all the drawbacks, 
such as litigation and squabbles, which are said by Plato to 
attach to private households and property ; indeed, when 
Plato says that not many laws will be needed in his State, 
seeing how good an education he provides for it (Rep. 425 B 
sqq.), it must not be forgotten that he has provided only 
for the education of the t\\·o upper classes. Uneducated 
as it is, the third class will have the lands of the State 
i.n its hands, subject only to the payment to the two others 
of a portion of the produce; it will be more aspiring and 
unmanageable than the class of Helots in the Lacedae
monian State. If, on the other hand-a third supposition 
-Plato's plan is that the members of the third class shall 
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have lands of their own but women in common, other 
difficulties will arise. 

At all events, the whole subject of the social and poli
tical status of the third class should have been fully treated, 
and their constitutional organization, their training, and the 
laws under which they are to live, should have been clearly 
set forth. For the existence of the society which the two 
upper classes form (r~v rwv <f>vA.aKwv KowwvCav, 1264 a 40) 
depends on the character of those who compose the third 
class. If this class is not as submissive and fitted for its 
position as it should be, the superstructure will collapse. 
In full accordance with the view here expressed, Aristotle 
commits in his Fourth Book the functions discharged by 
Plato's third class, not to Hellenes, but to non-Hellenes 
whose submissiveness can be relied on 1. So far from accord
ing even a nominal citizenship to those who discharge 
' necessary work' in his State, Aristotle makes many of 
them slaves. 

Then again (he continues) in Plato's State the same per
sons always rule. This is the best arrangement in the 
abstract, no doubt 2, but then rulers can seldom be found 
possessing the commanding superiotity, mental and physical 
(4 (7). 14. 133z, b 16 sqq.), which alone can justify this dis
tribution of power, or make it agreeable to the ruled. The 
Absolute King of Aristotle is to do so, but evidently 
Aristotle does not expect Plato's first class to stand in 
the same relation of overwhelming superiority to those 
they rule as his Absolute King. If they do not do so, 
however, Plato's rulers will hardly win willing obedience 
from a spirited and warlike class, like his second class. 

The very measure which Plato thinks would do most to 
bind the two upper classes together and to promote unity 
of feeling throughout their ranks-the abolition, so far as 
they are concerned, of the household and several property 

1 The yEwpyoi of Aristotle's State, 
at all events, were to be non-Hel
lenic, if serfs (4 (7). 10. 1330 a 
25 sqq.), and would probably be 
mainly so, if slaves. The €p:rropo1 

are also ~€voi, which does not, 
however, necessarily imply that 
they are non- Hellenic. 

i This opinion is expressed by 
Aristotle in Pol. 2. 2. 1261 a 37 sqq. 
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-would, in Aristotle's opinion, have the contrary effect. It 
would not be productive of concord and affection, but the 
reverse. Less care also would be bestowed on children 
and property, the pleasures of life would be diminished, 
and the State would be morally the poorer for the loss of 
opportunities for the exercise of some important virtues. 
The State exists to make men happy by giving full scope 
and play to all virtuous tendencies of human nature. Plato 
forgets this, when he takes the 'flower of his flock' and 
deprives them of all real relatives. He requires them to 
live without wives or daughters or sisters, without sons or 
brothers ; they are not even to have the means of helping 
a friend in distress ; he expects them, in fact, to live a life 
that cannot be lived by man (2. 5. 1263 b 29). 

The initial failure of the Republic, however, is its failure 
to understand the true nature of the citizen. The citizen, 
as Aristotle is careful to show at the beginning of the Third 
Book, is a man who shares in deliberative and judicial 
office; he is a man who is capable, not only of being ruled, 
but of ruling. The members of Plato's second and third 
classes are excluded from all share in government and held 
to be unfit to rule; yet they are accounted citizens by 
Plato. It would be impossible to say of all the citizens of 
the Republic what Aristotle says of the citizen of the best 
State (3. 1 3. r 284 a r ), that 'they are able and purposed to 
rule and be ruled with a view to a life of virtue.' If Plato 
ascribes to his third class the virtues of temperance and 
justice, Aristotle holds that men in their position, when 
they possess these virtues, possess them in a form quite 
distinct from that in which they are possessed by the ideal 
citizen, for the justice and temperance they possess will be 
the sort of justice and temperance possessed by' one who is 
ruled ' ( o apxoµEvos) 1, whereas the citizen both rules and is 
ruled. Put in its simplest form, Aristotle's view is that the 
citizen of a State must have something more than mere 
passive virtue ; he must be able to take a share in guiding 
its destinies, he must live its full life. Indeed Aristotle 

' 1 Pol..3. 4. 1277 b 18 sq. 
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would hardly allow that full KoivwvCa exists between men so 
unequal as the members of the first and third classes of the 
Republic ; yet, if full KOLvwvCa does not exist between them, 
how can they be fellow-citizens? 

Nor is this all. Not only is Plato's best State encum
bered with citizens who are not really citizens, but it fails 
to fulfil the first condition of a best State (4 (J). I. 1323 a 
14 sqq.)-it does not realize the most desirable life. The 
best State is what it is, not because it realizes the maximum 
of unity, nor even because it makes men virtuous better than 
any other 1, but because it realizes the highest quality of 
life-life of the fullest and completest kind ( 2. 2. 1261 b 1 o 
sqq.). Its citizens must be happy-that is to say, they 
must have all qualifications, internal and external, for living, 
and be purposed to live, in the active exercise of all forms 
of virtue, moral and intellectual ; their 'virtuous activity' 
must be that fully equipped and wholly unimpeded' virtuous 
activity' to which alone Aristotle concedes the name of 
happiness; they must live a life in which the moral virtues 
work hand in hand with their nobler kin, the intellectual 
virtues. It is not possible for the State as a whole to live 
this life, unless some at least of its citizens do so; but 
where is the class in the Republic that lives it? Not the 
third class, not the second ; not even the first, for this lacks 
the full provision of external goods which is essential for 
such a life, and besides, it seems to be intended to live 
rather for rule over its inferiors than for philosophy, which 
is to Aristotle the highest aim in life 2-not even for rule 
over its likes, but for rule over inferiors. Yet the better 
the ruled, the better is the rule exercised (Pol. I. 5. 1254 a 
25, ad [3i:f...TCwv ~ apx~ ~ TWV [3i:f...Twvwv apxoµhwv). Aris
totle's dream is of a State, not composed of protectors and 
protected, nor even of 'guardians' alone or 'guardians fully 
provided with external means' alone, but of cnrovoafoi-

1 IloAtTtKry, indeed, according to 
Aristotle (Eth. Nie. 1. ro. 1099 b 29), 
not only makes the citizens vir
tuous, but also 11paKn1w£ Twv Ka'll.wv. 

2 Plato also speaks of the phi
losophic life as ' better ' than the 
life of ruling (Rep. 520 E). 
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men of many-sided excellence, intensifying by their mutual 
relations as parts of a society each other's virtue and hap
piness, and doing all that can be done for women, children, 
and the social adjuncts, while they also possess external 
means in just that amount, neither more nor less, which 
will enable them to live a life of this kind. His ideal State 
is not a State of protectors and protected, but is one com
posed of fully-developed men, rejoicing in each other's 
manhood. The perfection of their life lies in the fact that 
they are a large company of lT7rovoa'ioi, not intermixed with 
any feebler elements. The best State is that which is all 
gold, not that which is tipped with gold 1- If we are to 
construct a best State, he seems to say, let us construct one 
which, while it is not impossible, shall be really the best. 
'Ten just men' do not make a good State, any more than 
one swallow makes a summer. The secret of a State's 
excellence lies in the fact of its consisting of a large body 
of excellent citizens organized aright. Plato had sacrificed 
much that makes life worth having without realizing in any 
one of the three sections of his State the most desirable 
life. 

Yet if we note the points in which these two ideals 
differ, we should also bear in mind their broad resemblance. 
Both Plato and Aristotle find the secret of political well
being in the supremacy of a rational love of To KaAov 

over that craving for external goods which carried every
thing before it in their day, as it has carried everything 
before it since. The State, they hold, will never be all it 
might be until its rulers (Aristotle would say, its citizens) 
count wealth and even distinctions as nothing in comparison 
with To KaAov-until justice and wisdom are more to them 
than fame or riches. Both in Aristotle's State and in 
Plato's, the motives \vhich play so large a part in the State 
as we know it are to lose their power. The quest of 
wealth is permitted only to the third class of Plato's State, 

1 The inferior materials which 
Plato admits into the structure of 
his State are excluded from the 

State by Aristotle, and expressly 
declared not to be among its 
'parts.' 
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and even in their case only within certain limits (Rep. 
421 E sq.): Aristotle hopes to bring all his citizens to see 
that wealth is but a means to higher things, and to abandon 
its unlimited and irrational pursuit. That love of praise 
and of distinctions which was the 'last infirmity' of the 
Greek mind was to be well controlled in both societies. In 
both the rulers rule well, not because they love wealth, or 
the praise of men, or social distinctions, not even because 
they are patriots and lovers of their country, but because 
they know and love ro KaA.6v, and because they would be 
unhappy if they did not rule well. They govern aright for 
the very same reason for which they act aright. Neither 
Plato's philosophic rulers nor Aristotle's citizens are impec
cable, for they are human beings, and their likes perhaps 
already existed here and there; that which did not as yet 
exist was an organized body of such men-men in whom 
the element of desire is overshadowed and permeated by 
the element of reason. In Plato's State men not of this 
type would be excluded from power, though not from 
citizenship; in Aristotle's they would form no part of the 
citizen-body or the State. Both hold that wise laws will 
go for little if they do not produce by education and habitu
ation 'wise and understanding' men, who will count wealth 
and distinction as dross in comparison with virtue. Plato 
is content if the rulers of the State are men of this stamp ; 
Aristotle, with more consistency, requires that the whole 
citizen-body shall be so. 

The organization of modern States is so elaborate, that 
we are apt to forget what Plato and Aristotle never forget, 
that as is the people, so is the State. Their teaching is 
that institutions are good for little in the absence of great 
qualities in the nation. Hence the importance which they 
attach to education and social habit. Modern States leave 
more to chance, but they are not unconscious of this truth. 
England knows perfectly well, that its wellbeing mainly 
depends on the preservation and multiplication of the nobler 
types of English character. 
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The Politicus, whatever its date 1, is concerned with the 
Statesman ( 6 f3arriA.iKd> Kat 1roA.mKo>, Polit. 3 II C) and his 
art, rather than with the State, as indeed its title implies. 
It does not embarrass itself with an attempt to depict an 
ideal State, nor does it even inquire, like the Republic, how 
the true ruler is produced; it merely seeks to point him 
out, to show what he is and does, and to distinguish him 
from the false ruler-to part off noA.mKot rightly so called 
from the 'rout of Centaurs and Satyrs' (303 C: cp. 292 D), 
who usurp the name in actual States. Even more than 
the Republic, it traverses ground already traversed by 
Socrates, who had inquired ' who the Statesman is' (Xen. 
Mem. r. I. 16), though he had not sketched an ideal State. 
But it deals with the question in an intentionally elaborate 
and cumbrous way, unlike that in which Socrates probably 
dealt with it, and the chief part in the conversation is taken 
by a' Stranger.' In the Politicus we have to \Yin our way 
to the political kernel through a husk of logic ; and if it is 
true that in the Republic we approach Politics through 
Ethics, the two main topics of the Republic are infinitely 
nearer and more congenial to each other than the two main 
topics of the Politicus. The latter dialogue seems at least 
as much intended to illustrate an interesting logical process 
-that of disentangling the statesman's art from the general 
mass of things-as to arrive at political truth. The dialec
tical interest and the political cross each other throughout 
the dialogue ; each seems occasionally to overpower the 
other. Thus the first and highest object of it is said (Polit. 
286 D) to be to 'assert the great method of division accord
ing to species,' and to 'make those who take part in the 
inquiry better dialecticians 2 and more capable of expressing 
the truth of things' (287 A). Elsewhere, however, Plato 
seems to be carried away by his interest in some political 
lesson-the folly, for instance, of regulating the practice of 

1 The refusal to divide man
kind into Greeks and barbarians 
(Polit. 262 D) looks as if it was 
subsequent, not prior, to the 
totally different procedure in the 

Fifth Book of the Republic (470 
C-471 B). 

2 This was a frequent aim of 
Socrates (Xen. Mem. 4. 6. 1). 
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the political art by written rules, when other arts are not 
so fettered, or the need of harmonizing the two dispo
sitions prominent among men-and then the dialectical 
interest falls into the background. The eliminative method 
of the dialogue sets the King or Statesman in strong con
trast to unqualified pretenders to rule. The slave, the 
money-changer, the merchant, ship-owner, and retailer, the 
hired labourer, the herald and scribe, the diviner, the priest 
are successively warned off the statesman's province. Plato 
is sure in the Politicus ( 290 A) that day-labourers and 
wage-receivers, retailers and merchants will not claim to 
possess the political or kingly art ; there is more chance of 
heralds, scribes, prophets, and priests doing so, to say 
nothing of the ' Centaurs' and ' Satyrs' who commonly 
bear rule (291 A-B). The fact that rule is in the hands 
of One or a Few or Many-of the rich or the poor-that it 
is imposed by force or willingly accepted-that it is exer
cised in subjection to written law or not so, has nothing to 
do with its legitimacy or illegitimacy ( 292 A) 1- States
manship is a science-Em<rr~/J:r7 1rr:pl avBpc!nrwv apx~s, 292 D 
--a science to which few, perhaps in reality only one man 
in a community, can attain. The Statesman is not quite 
what a shepherd is to his flock, as Socrates said he was: 
he does not feed those over whom he rules, but rather 
tends and takes care of them. The comparison of Socrates 
comes nearer to reproducing the relation of ruler and ruled 
as it existed in the days of Cronus, than that which prevails 
now under the sway of Zeus. The test of the true ruler 
is that he rules with science and justice for men's good, pre
serving them and making them better (293 D: 297 A sq.). 

At this point the listener, whose interruption reminds us 
of that of Polemarchus in the Republic, betrays his sur
prise at the proposal that the ruler should govern without 
law ; and the defence of this paradox is one of the most 

1 Contrast Laws 832 B-D, rov
rwv (democracy, oligarchy, and 
tyranny) yc'zp a~ 7rOALT€ta µ€v oiJaE
µfo, CTTalTtWTELat aE 7rUCTat 'Aeyoivr' 
fw op8orara, iKoVTWV yap iKovCTa 

oMeµEa, dx.A' aKOVTWV EKOV.(Ta /lp'Jei 
<Tvv dei nvi J3ia-companng with 
this latter passage Cic. de Rep. 
3. 29. 41: 3· 3r. 43· 
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vigorous portions of the dialogue. The principle of a 
parallel between 7TOALTLK~ and other arts lies at the root 
both of the Politicus 1 and the Republic, but a different 
lesson is drawn from it in the two dialogues; in the Re
public the lesson of specialization, in the Politicus the 
lesson that the true ruler should not be fettered by law 
-one which had not been dwelt on in the Republic with 
equal emphasis or at equal length. But Plato admits that if 
a King possessed of the Kingly Science and ruling without 
law is not forthcoming, then the next best thing is King
ship with law, and so he carries us down a scale of States 
through Aristocracy with Law and Democracy with Law, 
to Democracy, Oligarchy, and Tyranny without it. Thus 
while the Politicus, like the Republic, exhibits a scale of 
States, it groups them more openly in an order of merit and 
classifies them more carefully: for instance, it distinguishes 
two forms of Democracy, while the Republic had known 
but one. The distinction between the two forms, however, 
is made to rest merely on the observance or non-observance 
of law, and so is that between Aristocracy and Oligarchy
an account of the matter ·which can hardly have satisfied 
Aristotle. Still the fact that a number of constitutions are 
indicated in this dialogue as tolerable make-shifts, in the 
absence of the best and only normal one, shows that Plato 
was increasingly sensible of the difficulty of realizing the 
latter, and also prepares us for the wider conception of the 
problem of political philosophy \\·hich we find in the Laws 
and in Aristotle"s Politics. 

Just as in the Republic the XP7JfWTL<TTLKo{ are parts of the 
Whole and fellow-citizens of the ruling class, so in the 
Politicus the other arts are co-operators ( <TVvafrwi) with 
7roAmK~. Yet even the personages who stand nearest to the 
Statesman-and the possessors of musical, rhetorical, mili
tary, and judicial science come far nearer to him than any 
others-are carefully marked off and distinguished from 
him at the close of the dialogue. The business of the 
Statesman is to take his stand high above the practitioners 

1 See e.g. Polit. 298. 
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of the other arts and to combine their efforts-to weave 
together all the forces at work in the State ( 7Tavra tvvv
<f>aCvEL ra Kara 7To/\.w, 305 E)-to wed courage with order
liness in the minds of the ruled, partly by means of edu
cation, partly by means of marriage, and to draw them 
together by instilling into their minds one common opinion 
as to what is just and unjust, good and evil. 

The Politicus works out the Socratic principle of the rule 
of knowledge with an ex cathedra absoluteness which is 
absent in the Republic. The latter dialogue, while claim
ing unchecked rule for knowledge, half disarms criticism by 
pointing out how many noble qualities, moral and intel
lectual, must be present in one who possesses full know
ledge, what a long and arduous training knowledge 
presupposes, and how great and profound a thing it is, 
piercing to the central source of Being; and again, how 
willingly men acquiesce in the rule of those who possess it. 
In the Politicus no attempt is made to meet the reader half
way on this subject, or to remove his hesitations and doubts: 
the knowledge for which the right to rule is claimed is 
merely the 'knowledge how to rule men,' the knowledge 
how to draw them together-a less august thing than the 
Science of Being which the Republic enthrones. It is in 
favour of the possessor of this kind of knowledge that we 
are called on to sacrifice Law and to accept the autocracy 
of an individual. Nowhere is the tendency of Plato's 
political teaching to an autocracy of the One or Few Wise 
more clearly revealed than in the Politicus. Aristotle, on 
the contrary, insisted that there is nothing in Law or in a 
numerous body of citizens interchanging rule, that is incom
patible with the true ideal of the State. 

We know not what interval of time separates the com po- Sketch of 

sition of the Laws from that of the Republic, nor do we tdhe 5.tbated 
escn e 

know for certain whether the Politicus intervenes chronolo- in the 

gically between the two. To some extent the Laws takes Laws. 

up the line of thought suggested in the Politicus. Already 
in the Politicus we trace a mrsg1vmg as to the practica-

VOL. I. Ff 
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bility of the best constitution, for we find certain tolerable 
forms of constitution other than the best enumerated there ; 
and in the Politicus, as in the Laws, we are taught to fall 
back on Law in the absence of the heaven-born rulers, who 
are always scarce and few; the teaching of the Politicus on 
particular points, again, is echoed in the Laws (compare, for 
example, Polit. 310 C sqq. with Laws 773 A-D). On the 
other hand, the stress laid in the Laws on the advantage of 
government by persuasion reminds us rather of the lan
guage of the Republic than of that of the Politicus 1, and no 
State resembling that of the Laws appears in the list of 
States given in the Politicus, for though the State of the 
Laws is a State under the rule of Law, it is not a Kingship, 
nor an Aristocracy, nor a Democracy ; it is rather a mixture 
of the two latter constitutions with something of Plutocracy 
or Oligarchy. 

There can be no doubt, however, that the dialogue is the 
work of Plato's old age 2-an old age overflowing with 
interest in social and political legislation dO\rn to even its 
minutest details 3, all the more so, perhaps, because Plato 

1 Read the criticism of the 
timocratic character-oux V1i0 rrEL
fJov> dll.ll.' vrro {3ill> rrmatl!rnp.€vo1, 
Rep. 548 B ; and contrast Polit. 
293 A, rovrous &€ y•, €av n iicovrwv 
'' 1 I 'If I 

fill! T€ ClKOvrWV apxwcFL ••• l!OfJ-L<TrfOV 
Kara TEXV1JV ryvnvovv apxryv (ipxnvrn>. 

2 If it belongs, as Zeller thinks 
(Plato E. T. p. 548), to the last 
ten years of his life, it may have 
been written while his friend Dion 
was seeking to remodel the con
stitution of Syracuse on a some
what similar plan, or after he had 
perished in the attempt (B.C. 353!· 
'ErrfVOH ~· ( 0 ,t:..iwv) rryv p.ev, ctKp'.ITO~ 
li'f}p.OKpanav, W> OU 1i0ALT€1UV all.A.a 
'/favrorrwAtoV O~<Tav '/fOALrflWIJ, Kara 
rov IH.cirwva, KWAVHV (KoAOVELIJ ?), 
Jl.aKwVtKOV (j€ TL Kat KplJrLKOJJ <TXTJ/J-U 
1.ugap.€vo> EK Ciryp.ou Kat {3arrtAfLll> 
aptrrroKpariav E xov TYJV f'll"t<TTUTDV<TUV 
Kat {3pa{3€VDU<TUV Ta p.eyt<TTa Ka8irr
-rdval Kal Kouµ.€1.v, OpWv Kal roVr 
Kopw8iovs oll.tyapx<KWrfJJOV T€ '/fOAI-

rwop.€vous Kal 11-? rroXXa rwv Kowwv 
€v ref> Ciryµ.cp rrparrovrn> (Plutarch, 
Dion c. 53). 

The fact that Plato wrote that 
which is by far the longest of his 
dialogues when a very old man, 
may partly explain the inconsis
tencies and other defects which 
lead Ivo Bruns (in his work 
'Plato's Gesetze') to find consi
derable traces of another hand 
(that of Philippus of Opus, he 
thinks) in the dialogue. Some of 
these defects are so glaring that 
they would perhaps hardly have 
escaped a final revision by Plato, 
and it may be that this final revi
sion was wanting. It is true that 
inconsistencies occur in dialogues 
of Plato which must be regarded 
as intact. 

3 Thus Plato insists on house
holders rising early and not spend
ing the whole night asleep (807 E 
sqq. : cp. Hom. II. 2. 24)-on the 
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had taken no active part in the politics of his own State. 
He revels, in fact, in his own ingenuity and fertility of re
source to such an extent, that the central ideas of the work 
run some risk of being lost under a mass of superincumbent 
detail. Old age, if it had deepened Plato's dogmatism and 
antipathy to change, adding a slight touch of superstition 
and some contempt for men and their concerns (803 B sqq.: 
804 B ), and rendering him somewhat readier to preach or to 
legislate than to inquire, had not entirely robbed him of his 
old love of banter, or made him an absolutist, a fanatic, or an 
ascetic ; it had, on the contrary, taught him that the world 
could get on better out of leading-strings than he had 
thought, and that to emancipate it in some degree would 
not necessarily lead to absolute ruin. Thus, while he is 
now more earnest than ever about Communism (for he says 
in the Laws that the best State is that in which no one 
has anything of his own 1 , whereas in the Republic only the 
two upper classes have things in common), he has neverthe
less learnt two important lessons : (I) that to give absolute 
authority even to the best and wisest of men is unsafe 2 ; 

(2) that the social elements of wealth and numbers will not 
tolerate an entire exclusion from power 3• Some share of 
political right must therefore be accorded even to these 
elem en ts ; and he now declines to trust a few gifted and 
highly trained natures with that absolute power which he 
had conceded to them in the Republic and the Politicus. 
How then is good government to be secured under these 
new conditions? The answer of the dialogue is-by making 
the whole body of citizens as much as possible what they 
ought to be-men of measure and moderation (µfrpwi), 

abandonment, at all events by 874 E sqq., 691 C sq., 692 B sq., 
soldiers, of all coverings for head 7 I 3 C sq. 
and feet (942 D) - denounces 3 Plato even seems inclined, as 
change even in food (797 E)- \1·c have already noticed, to recog
declaims against the thoughtless- nize claims to power such as those 
ness of boys (808 D) etc. of physical strength and beauty 

1 Laws 739. (Laws 744 B-C), which Aristotle 
2 See the passages referred to rejects as not directly contributory 

by Susemihl (Sus.', Note 191 ): to the end of the State (Pol. 3. 12. 
Laws 739 A sqq., 807 B, 853 C, 1282 b 23 sqq.). 

Ffz 
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law-abiding, and religious-by relieving them of all lower 
functions, by saving them from the corrupting influence of 
extreme wealth and extreme poverty, by educating them 
and regulating their life, and also by securing that power 
shall fall into the hands of the most trustworthy among 
them, without however allowing unchecked authority to 
anyone. The citizens of the Laws are far more on an 
equality with each other than those of the Republic, but 
even in the Laws it is ultimately, as we shall see, only 
the Few who are thought by Plato to be fully capable of 
ruling. To be a citizen is not to him, as it is to Aristotle, 
to be capable of rule : more and more we discover, as we 
read further in the dialogue, that Plato still conceives society 
as an union of unequals, of protectors and protected. The 
ideal basis of human society to him is the reverence of the 
inferior for the superior ; the ideal organization of society 
is that which prevailed in the days of Cronus, when men 
were ruled by gods. We still trace the influence of this 
ideal in the Laws, though Plato now feels that the rule of 
men over men cannot be safely assimilated to this model. 
Reverential submission to autocratic rulers cannot be the 
keystone of a purely human State ; the ruled must in such 
a State reverence the Law. Law is here to be supreme, 
and reverence for law is to be more highly honoured than 
the greatest military services to the State (922 A): the 
State in which the law is obeyed is enthusiastically eulo
gized ( 715 D ), though we find a confession elsewhere (87 5 C 
sq. : 966 C), that obedience to law is the second-best thing 
only, and the best a mind which knows and spontaneously 
cleaves to that which is just and for the common good. 

The type of character which the citizen of the Laws is 
expected to realize is, accordingly, one apt for obedience to 
Law-a moderate or measured (µhpws 1) and temperate 
( CJ"c!Jcppwv) type. We hear so much of temperance, that the 
State of the Laws might well seem to be built on this 
foundation, as that of the Republic is built on justice. It is 

1 METpiorl)simplies,amongother gant and violent desires (Rep. 
things, freedom from all extrava- 572 B). 
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temperance that enables men to deal aright with pain and 
pleasure, to rest content with a limited authority, and to 
render a willing obedience to law, and not only to law in its 
compulsory, but also to law in its suasory form (v6µ,os avay
Ka<TTLKOS-<TVµ,j3ovAEVTLKOS, 930 B: 921 E)-for conformity to 
law through compulsion is distinguished from hearty ac
ceptance of its persuasions or recommendations (#nawoi, 

730 B, 773 E: l'>ioax~ Kat vov8frrwis, 788 A: hiT~oEVµ,a, 
808 A). Obedience, however, must further be intelligent, 
for we find that obedience founded on unintelligent habit 
is unfavourably contrasted with obedience founded on in
telligent comprehension (951 B). Temperance must, there
fore, be crowned with moral prudence ( <f>p6vrwis ), for 
this is the natural guide and complement of the other 
virtues (688 A sq.); our State must be built upon To <f>po
vE'iv KaL To uw<f>povE'iv (712 A): nay, we learn, before the 
dialogue closes, that the supreme control, even in the State 
of the Laws, must rest with a few philosophical minds, 
able to discern the One in the Many and to trace the 
various virtues to their source in the Idea of Good (965 B 
sqq.). Thus, that approach to an equality among the 
citizens which we seemed at the outset to detect in the 
State of the Laws, as contrasted with that of the Re
public, ultimately to a great extent disappears: we find 
that even among the magistrates of the State, while 
'some walk by true opinion only,' others • walk by wis
dom' (<f>p6v1wis, · 632 C); some work at the studies 
prescribed by the law in an exact and scientific way 
(818 A), others do not. There is, however, one great 
difference between the position of philosophers in this State 
and in the Republic : here they not only rule in obedience 
to and as ministers of the law (vnTJp~ras ro'is v6µ,ois, 715 
C), but they owe their position in part to the amount 
of their property, the goodwill of their fellow-citizens, or 
the chances of the lot, and they will have to render a strict 
account of their conduct in office. 

Virtue in this State will be something far other than the 
lame and one-sided asceticism of the Lacedaemonians; it 
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will be based on a fuller experience of life ; it will be 
capable of dealing aright not only with pain but also 
with pleasure ; it will ' draw from the fountains of pain 
and pleasure, \Vhere and when and as much as it ought' 1 • 

The virtue expected of a citizen of this State will in
deed be more complete than that expected of any class 
in the Republic, except the highest. Virtue, however, 
will not by itself suffice: morality must become religious; 
behind and above the laws glimpses must be caught of 
something still higher (7I5 E sqq.: 762 E); not (for most 
of the citizens, at all events) the Idea of Good, but 
Gods-Gods loving righteousness and hating iniquity. A 
belief in good gods is evidently held to be for men of the 
stamp of the citizens of the Laws a more potent motive for 
right action than respect for Law, or even virtue itself. 
Virtue must rise into reverence for the gods, if this State is 
to prosper; a reverence based not so much on what they 
give as on what they are-on their kinship to that which is 
best in their worshippers, for if these are, as they should be, 
measured and orderly (µhpwi), God is 'the measure of all 
things' (<bravrwv µhpov) and measured and orderly himself 
(716 C). 

God is conceived by Plato in the Laws, not as the Idea 
of Good, as elsewhere, for here the Ideas retire into the back
ground, but in the more personal and popular form of ' Soul 
allied with Reason,' the source of all rational and orderly 
movement in earth and heaven, the source of correct 
opinion and right conduct in man, no less than of the ordered 
movement of the heavenly bodies-nay more, the source of 
existence in all things (897-899). We are far here from the 
anthropomorphic, material gods of the popular religion, 
even though their names are still used by Plato. The dis
tance between man and God has increased 2 : man must walk 
humbly with the superhuman Power of which he is the 
chattel or even the plaything. Yet elsewhere, by a far 

1 636 D (Prof. Jowett's Trans
lation, 4. 157). 

2 See Prof. Lewis Campbell, 

Introduction to Plato's Statesman, 
p. xii, in his edition of the Sophis
tes and Politicus. 
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closer approach to the popular view 1, Plato speaks of the 
State as comprehending Zeus and Athene as participants 
in its constitution (Kowwvol nof..iTdas, Laws 9z1 C), so that 
when a citizen defrauds an artisan of the payment due to 
him, he breaks asunder the links between the State and the 
gods, its mighty co-partners 2• So fully is every relation 
in this State made to rest on religion. 

Ethics, Politics, and Theology seem in the Laws to find 
a common basis in the idea of ' limit,' from which the tran
sition to the idea of' the tempered,' in character and govern
ment, is easy : we find To oµ,at..ov Kal tvµ,µ,ETpov contrasted 
with To liKpaTov ( 77 3 A: cp. 77 3 D ). Religion not founded on 
virtue is worthless: the bad cannot fittingly approach God, 
even by prayer (716 D sq.). Little is said in the Laws of 
the immortality of the soul 3 ; nor is the doctrine needed, for 
the State is to be pervaded with the conviction that virtue 
is happiness, and that external goods are as nothing in 
comparison with virtue. It is through the diffusion of this 
conviction throughout all the members of the State that 
Plato hopes to secure that unity of feeling, the secret of 
which the Republic had sought in devotion to noble rulers, 
saved by their communistic life from temptations to forget 
the public interest. Now that power is no longer placed in 
the hands of a few, it becomes essential that the whole body 
of citizens shall be animated by the saving belief that virtue 
is happiness. 

To these leading principles the political organization of 
the State is adjusted. In the absence of semi-divine rulers, 
the law must rule; but this need not involve a coercive 
type of rule, such as that objected to timocratic States like 
the Lacedaemonian and Cretan in the Republic (548 B). 
Persuasion should be mistress in the State, as it is in 

1 Cp. Xen. Hell. 6. 3. 6, AwuK6-
pow TOtll vµET/pow rr0Xirn111. 

2 92 r C, l0.11 ••• Xvll µEyaXas
Ko111(J)11las-, 116µ.os- 0 {301780011 fUT(J) Tcf 
Tijs- rr6X£(J)S' ~v11a;uµ<:> µETa 8£0011. 

3 It is referred to in 959 B, and 

the value of the doctrine of me
tempsychosis for the prevention of 
voluntary offences is recognized in 
870 D sq., where this doctrine is 
said to be taught by ol €11 mis- TE

Xeruis- rrEpl ra Toiavra lurrovaaK6TEs-. 
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the Universe (Tim. 48 A : 68 E : see Grote, Plato 3. 
249 n. ). Like physicians whose patients are freemen, 
the State addresses the reason by advice and exhorta
tion : when this has been done in vain, then, and not till 
then, it adds the threats and penalties with which it cannot 
altogether dispense (823 A : 859 A). It assumes a more 
human, more paternal attitude than that of mere blank 
command. It seeks to win an intelligent conformity from 
those whom it addresses. It endeavours to imitate the 
methods of the generous and prudent human mlers whose 
place it takes1• 

In our survey of the State, we must begin with its 
territory. This is to be so situated that the city at its centre 
shall be ten miles from the sea ; it is to be sufficient in 
extent to maintain the citizens in a 'temperate,' perhaps 
really in a somewhat meagre fashion; it is to be rather hilly 
than level, and varied in produce, though devoid of ship
timber. Imports will therefore be few, and exports also, 
and the State will be predominantly agricultural. It will 
have no fleet to ruin its national character and its consti
tution. Its city will be grouped round a central market
place surrounded by temples, close to \Yhich will stand 
the dicasteries and houses of the magistrates, and will be 
unwalled, though in a strong position, except so far as the 
plan on which the houses are erected renders them equiva
lent to a fortification. The population of the State should 

1 
' When Turgot came into full 

power as the minister of Le,vis 
XVI . . . . he introduced the 
method of prefacing his edicts by 
an elaborate statement of the rea
sons on which their policy rested ' 
(J. Morley, Critical Miscellanies, 
second series, p. 206). Plato's 
idea that the State should make 
its voice heard in accents of per
suasion, and should not leave this 
mode of influencing men to un
authorized persons, such as ora
tors, dramatic poets, or e\·en actors 
(817 C), was novel and weighty. 
'fhe office of the preacher was 

little familiar to antiquity, and 
dawned only gradually even on 
the Hebrews. Preaching through 
the Statute-book was not, how
ever, destined for the world's 
adoption. The rise of a Church 
satisfied in some respects Plato's 
craving for a gentler and more 
ratiocinative influence than that 
of threats and penalties. \\"e note 
that Plato, though he excludes 
Forensic Rhetoric from the State 
(La\\·s 937 D sqq.), allows the 
State itself to call Rhetoric to its 
aid. 
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perhaps, on the whole, be drawn not from one single stock 
and one single city, but from more sources than one. It 
will come from all Crete, and of other Hellenes, Pelopon
nesians will be the most welcome. We must remember 
that Plato is founding a colony in Crete, and that Crete 
had already received Peloponnesian colonists. 

The citizens must be sufficiently numerous for self
def ence and for rendering aid to neighbours unjustly at
tacked. The exact number fixed upon (5040) is chosen 
mainly for its ready divisibility. 

The next thing is to secure them against extreme 
poverty. Each citizen will have a lot of land sufficient, and 
not more than sufficient, for the sober maintenance of him
self and his household 1. This is to be indivisible, whether 
by sale, inheritance, or testation, and inalienable. The lot 
is to be left to, or inherited by, one son, whom the owner, 
if he has more sons than one, may select: the other son or 
sons are to be adopted by childless owners. Daughters 
are to be given in marriage without dowry. If there are 
no sons, but only daughters, the same principle of the 
indivisibility of the lot is to hold (924 E). Only in one ex
treme case (856 C sq.)-a case little likely to occur-is crime 
to involve the confiscation of the lot by the State. The 
lot will thus be a constant minimum on which the poorest 
citizen can count, though it will not be possible to mortgage 
it. Plato hopes that these arrangements will secure the 
State against pauperism-in this Aristotle does not agree 
with him, and with good reason (Pol. 2. 6. 1265 a 39 sqq.) 
-or else that the evil may be cured by further measures 
(740 D-E). Each citizen is intended to hold an equivalent 

1 In reality, however, when the 
son and heir has married, which 
he is obliged to do before he is 
35, and has a wife and children 
of his own, the lot will have to 
maintain two households, that of 
the father and that of the son. 
This Plato sees himself (775 E 
sqq.), but he perhaps counts on 
the father being by this time re-

lieved of his daughters by mar
riage, and of any other son by 
adoption. There is, however, the 
further difficulty that moveable 
property being allowed to increase 
up to a limit of five times the 
amount of property held by the 
poorest citizen, the security for 
sobriety of life sought in a limita
tion of the size of the lot vanishes. 
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amount of land, and no one will be richer than another by 
more than a five-fold proportion ; it would be too much to 
enforce an absolute equality of property. The increase of 
wealth, however, is discouraged by the enactment that the 
coinage is to have no value outside the State, and by the 
prohibition of loans on interest; also by the prohibition of 
trade and handicrafts to the citizen. Citizens are not to 
find their vocation in money-getting. Rich husbands are 
to marry wives from poor families (773 C-D). The cost of 
funerals is regulated (958 C sqq.). 

Each of the lots of land consists of two portions, one 
of them near the city, the other at some distance from 
it (745 C sqq.), with a house on each portion. On these 
lots the citizens will reside, but the lots at a distance 
from the city will commonly be occupied by the married 
sons of the citizens and their families (77 5 E sqq.), and 
the citizens themselves will for the most part, it would 
seem, be resident on the lots near the city. 

The 5040 citizens fall into 12 local tribes ( 760 ), each 
tribe being as far as possible on an equality with the rest 
in respect of the agricultural value of its territory, and the 
central city is also divided into twelve parts (745 B sqq.). 
Each tribe is to receive consecration as a division of the 
State (T~v owvoµ~v Bnwrrai, 771 C-D), by being connected 
with a special god or son of a god, whom it is to honour 
with sacrificial gatherings (771 D). The tribe will thus be 
a well-realized unity, especially as it is also to be a military 
unit (755 E). So again, the agronomi are to be tribal (760), 
and each tribe is to have a dicastery of its own for judging 
suits between private individuals, though there is to be an 
appeal from it to the select judges (768). In the State of 
the Laws, as at Athens, the tribe would be an important 
subdivision of the State. In the Republic we hear nothing 
of the tribe, any more than of the phratry : the abolition of 
the household appears to carry with it that of the tribe and 
phratry, so far at least as the two upper classes are con
cerned, and on the organization of the third class Plato 
dwells but little. 
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Still more important than the tribal division, however, 
would seem to be the division into property-classes, in 
which an Attic model is evidently followed. It is this 
division, which, as we shall see, enables Plato to throw 
power into the hands of the elite of the better-to-do 
citizens, though why he should prefer to trust the higher 
property-classes with power in a State where the richest man 
can only be five times as rich as the poorest, where all 
citizens are alike forbidden to engage in trading and in
dustrial pursuits, and where both rich and poor receive the 
same education and live the same simple life, is by no 
means clear. Probably he thinks that the richer man will 
have enjoyed more leisure, and be less open to pecuniary 
temptation. If, however, he distrusts the qualifications of 
those included in the lower property-classes, why should 
not all the citizens in his State possess the higher amount 
of property? He is free in founding a State to give them 
as much as he thinks best1, and the raison d'etre of the two 
lower property-classes is not obvious. Aristotle perhaps 
is conscious of this : at all events, in his best State all 
the citizens are designed to possess that amount of pro
perty which is conducive to virtuous action, and to a tem
perate, though liberal, mode of life. 

In the State of the Laws, as in that of the Republic, 
women are to follow the same pursuits as men-a noticeable 
fact, for it indicates that Plato held this change to stand on a 
different footing from the communistic innovations of the Re
public and the absolute rule of philosophers, both of which 
he abandons in the Laws, and not to be beyond the reach 
of a society such as that which he is now founding. He 
claims, indeed, in so many words, that the example of the 
Sauromatae on the Pontus proves its practicability (805 C). 
His wish is to bring women out into the light of day (781 
C), and prevent them dragging the men down to their own 
level ; hence yvvatKov6µot are naturally absent in this State, 

1 Perhaps, however, Plato hardly 
feels that he is altogether free, for 
he calls to mind (744 B) that some 

of the settlers in the new State 
must necessarily bring with them 
more property than others. 
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their function being to keep women at home (Pol. 6 ( 4 ).' 
15. 1300 a 4 sq.). Women are to render military ser
vice and to be eligible for office (785 B), though not quite 
under the same conditions as men. It is not, indeed, clear 
that Plato intends all offices to be accessible to them ; he 
may be speaking in the passage just referred to only of 
offices appropriated to women, like the one mentioned in 
7 84 A ( cp. 795 D ). Nor is it said whether they are to serve 
in the assembly and dicasteries. There would apparently 
be nothing to exclude a woman from positions of this kind, 
if she succeeded to one of the lots of land. Must a woman 
succeed to a lot, in order to become eligible for offices not 
appropriated to her sex? If so, the assimilation of the oc
cupations of women and men in this State is confined within 
narrow bounds, for women would rarely succeed to a lot. 
If, on the other hand, women, or indeed men, are eligible for 
office without being holders of a lot, the number of citizens 
will overpass the limit of 5040. Plato's intention, however, 
apparently is that none but holders of a lot shall be ac
counted citizens, or be included in the four property-classes, 
the condition of eligibility for office. In fact, the political 
rights of men whose fathers were still living would be much 
limited, and as a man might marry as early as twenty-five 
years of age (or according to another passage, thirty), he 
might have a son who \rnuld be excluded from citizenship 
for the first forty or fifty years of his life. Aristotle, per
haps, has this difficulty in view, \Yhen he postpones the age 
of marriage for men to 37 (4 (7). 16. 1335 a 28), adding 
that the son will thus succeed at the commencement of 
his best years of life, and when the father is well stricken 
in years. 

If we turn to the constitutional organization of the State, 
we shall find that it is evidently devised with the view of 
throwing power into the hands of the best of the men 
of mature age belonging to the higher property-classes. 

There is to be a popular assembly, but it will have little 
power. Attendance at its meetings is to be enforced only on 
the two higher property-classes, unless it should be other-
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wise ordered on any particular occasion (764 A). Its duties, 
however, are not mentioned, and they cannot have been 
numerous; it was to have a share in the trial of offences 
against the State (767 E sqq.), and a voice in the almost 
impossible contingency of a change in the laws becoming 
absolutely necessary (77z D). Whether questions of peace, 
war, and alliance are to come before it, we are not told : 
the review of the conduct of magistrates during their term 
of office, which Solon entrusted to the assembly, is reserved 
for the priests of Apollo 1 ; even the right of electing to the 
more important magistracies is withheld from it 2• Its 
powers, therefore, will be but limited. 

A Boule also exists, though this was an institution 
which savoured of democracy (Pol. 8 (6). 8. 13z3 a 9), but 
we hear little of its functions as a whole 3• Most of its 
members, we are told (758 B), will be at home for the 
greater part of the year, attending to their own concerns. 
Important powers, however, are given to the sections of 
the Boule, twelve in number, which successively watch 
over the State for a month, the members of each sec
tion being termed Prytaneis, as at Athens, during their 
month of office (7 55 E: 766 B: 953 C). Each of these 
sections in turn acts as 'guardian' of the community, 
serves as a kind of General Secretariate, deals with any 
internal disturbances that may arise, and, as the presiding 
authority of the State, convenes and dissolves all assem
blies (756-8: cp. Pol. 8 (6). 8. 13zz b IZ sqq.). In all 
this it acts in conjunction with the magistracies. The 
members of the Boule are to hold office for a year, 
and to be elected out of all four property-classes in 
equal proportions by an intricate scheme ( 7 56) practically 

1 The powers of the ' whole 
city' in this matter are apparently 
confined to the election of three 
citizens not under fifty years of 
age, who are to nominate the 
priests of Apollo. 

2 It elects the N omophylakes 
(?Taua ~ ?ToAir, 753 C), but only out 

of a list of 300 names submitted to 
it by those who are serving or 
have served in war as horse
soldiers or hoplites, or in other 
words, its better-to-do members. 

8 Some of them are referred 
to in 768 A and 850 B. 
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securing to the higher property-classes the greater voice in 
the election. 

Passing on to the magistracies of the State, and confining 
our attention to the most important of them, we find a dis
tinction drawn between war and military affairs on the 
one hand and the general supervision of the State on the 
other, the former being made over to the three strategi, 
while the latter falls to the 37 Nomophylakes, who 
must be men of over 50 years of age and who hold office 
till they attain the age of 70, but not after. Their elec
tion is to take place in an especially deliberate and 
methodical manner. Three hundred names are selected, 
after full consideration, by those who are serving or 
have served in war among the hoplites or cavalry-the 
lowest property - class, at any rate, would probably 
thus be excluded from taking part in the election-and 
out of these names the whole city chooses first 100, and 
then 37. Their duties are very varied, but appear to 
consist, generally, in watching over the behaviour of all 
belonging to the State and enforcing the observance of the 
laws. The N omophylakes of Plato do not seem altogether 
to resemble the magistracy of that name which Aristotle 
more than once mentions as occurring in oligarchical (6 (4)· 
14. 1298 b 27 sqq.), or rather aristocratic, States (8 (6). 8. 
1323 a 6 sqq.), for this seems to have been a magistracy 
answering in aristocracies to Probouli in oligarchies and 
to the Boule in democracies, and probably its business 
was to see that projects of law or resolutions proposed 
for adoption did not contravene the laws. The functions 
of Plato's Nomophylakes were far more varied and 
extensive. 

The important subject of education is reserv.ed for a 
single magistrate, the superintendent of education, who is 
to hold office for five years, but he again is to be elected 
out of the N omophylakes. All the magistracies of the 
State, except the Boule and the Prytaneis, are to assemble 
in the temple of Apollo, and to select one of the N omo
phylakes, consequently a man over fifty, who must also be 
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the father of legitimate sons or daughters, if not of both 
(765-6). This officer, however, is not empowered to devise 
a scheme of education, but only to administer the scheme 
drawn up by the founder of the State, which is to be as 
little subject to change as the rest of his legislation 
(772 A-D). 

The judicial machinery of the State was to be organized 
on somewhat more popular principles. It was to be 
different in respect of private suits and of offences against 
the State. As to the former, litigants were first to try the 
arbitration of friends and neighbours, next to have recourse 
to courts of the village or tribe (767-8, cp. 956 B sqq.), if 
dissatisfied with the finding of the arbitrators, and last of 
all, if still discontented, to come before a court of select 
judges, named by all the officers of the State out of 
their own number. This court was not to be numerous, 
but it was to be public and to be annually renewed. 
The trial of offences against the State, on the other hand, 
must be begun and concluded before the people; for 
here all are wronged and all will expect to have a voice 
in the decision (768 A); but the serious examination of 
the charge is to be conducted by three high magistrates, 
or magistracies (768 A), to be agreed on by the parties. 
All cases of sacrilege of a capital character, however, are 
reserved for a dicastery composed of the Nomophylakes 
and the select judges (855 C), and the same rule applies 
to attempts to change the constitution by force and to 
cases of treason ( 7Tpoooo-ta : 856-7 ). The judicial organiza
tion of the State seems then to be placed on a slightly, 
but only slightly, more popular footing than its adminis
trative organization. 

Civil, military, and judicial functions are thus lodged in 
different hands, though the N omophylakes combine to some 
extent legislative, judicial, and administrative competence; 
but over all the magistracies of the State rises as a supreme 
authority of review, with power to examine the conduct of 
magistrates at the close of their term of office and to award 
praise or blame, distinction or punishment, the great society 
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of the priests of Apollo, withdrawn a little from the turmoil 
of affairs by their residence in a temple-precinct, and 
themselves not exempt from review at the hands of the 
select judges. Plato holds (945 B sqq.) that those with 
whom the power of review is lodged must be better than 
the magistrates reviewed 1 , and that a neglect to observe 
this rule, as he adds in a remarkable passage ( 945 D ), 
involves the destruction of the only possible security for 
the harmonious co-operation of the various parts of the 
State with a view to a single end, breaks up the accord 
of the magistracies, and shatters the unity of the State, 
till it perishes through faction. 

Last of all, in the concluding pages of the dialogue, the 
lawgiver establishes the Nocturnal Council 2, an union of 
the oldest Nomophylakes, the priests of Apollo, and the 
superintendent and ex-superintendents of education, together 
with the best of those travelling commissioners for the 
inspection of other communities, whom the State will 
accredit after assuring itselfof their worth ( 95 I D-E: 96 I A). 
This body of elderly men, for no member of it \\'ill be 
under fifty, is to bring to its deliberations an equal number 
of younger men between thirty and forty years of age 
selected for their recognized excellence, who are, under 

1 Aristotle, on the contrary, 
thinks, as has already been noticed 
(above, p. 254 sqq.), that in certain 
cases at all events, there is much 
to be said for a popular reviewing 
authority (Pol. 3. II. 1281 a 
40 sqq.), and argues that the 
Many, though individually inferior 
to the Few Good, may be collec
tively superior to them. 

2 The idea that wisdom comes 
with night was one familiar to 
the Greeks: compare (e.g.) the 
utterance of Olbius recorded in 
Plutarch's Life of Themistocles, c. 
26 (cp. Leutsch and Schneidewin, 
Paroemiogr. Gr. 2. p. 25): 

JIVKTL <fiwvryv, JIVKTL {3ov"Aryv, JIVKTt 
TryJI v!K'I" (J[l'Jov, 

and the saying, Jlt'KTO~ l'J{ TOL ogv-

TEP'I <fipryv, as well as Eurip. Hera
clid. 959: 

Kat 7r6"A),' ETLKTOJI JIVKTL uvv8aKwv , ' 
aft. 

Plato is also a foe to unduly pro
longed slumbers : cp. Laws 807 
E sqq., and the lines of Homer 
(II. 2. 24-5), which were present 
to Plato's mind-
Ov X.P'1,, 7raJ1J1V)(_LOJ1 evl'JELv {3ov"A'1<fi6-

pop avl'Jpa, 
c; Aaol T, lrrLTETpcl.cflaraL KaL T60'CTa 

p.€p.'7AEJ1. 
\\'e learn indeed in the passage 
of the Laws to which reference has 
just been made, that not merely 
rulers, but ordinary citizens and 
mistresses of households should 
wake early and sleep little. 
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the guidance of the elder members of the council, to make 
laws their study (951 E sqq.), to be the 'eyes' of the council 
as the seniors are its ' mind,' and to inform it of all that 
happens in the State (964 E sqq.). The council will thus 
consist of two orders, corresponding in some degree to the 
' guardians ' and ' auxiliaries ' of the Republic, and will be 
enabled to 'save the State' (965 A) by teaching it its true 
aim, virtue and reason(96z B: 963 A). Its members will need 
for this purpose to receive a more careful training than the 
rest of the citizens; they must learn to see ' the one in the 
many,' the common element in the various virtues-learn to 
understand the real nature of all that is good and beautiful, 
and, above all, to know the Gods, as far as is possible for men 
(965 C sqq.), much as in the Republic the 'perfect guardians' 
learnt to know the Idea of Good. 

Here, and here alone, the philosophical spirit is encouraged 
to assert itself and find a home; here the ordinary education 
of the State finds its crown and completion in philosophical 
study, which is, however, reserved for a very few select 
minds and delayed till the age of thirty. 

The whole scheme of the State and its education appears Remarks. 

to be designed with a view to secure a willing and intelligent 
submissiveness to the laws-a temperate, orderly, sensible 
habit of mind, neither too eager nor too slow and cautious 
(773 sqq.), based on a feeling for measure and correct 
artistic taste, and still more on correct views of the true 
sources of happiness and the nature of the gods, content to 
accept a limited authority, and to give their due to age, 
wealth, and virtue, while these social elements in their turn 
are foremost in acknowledging the supremacy of the laws. 
Not fear, but orderliness and reverence are the mainspring 
of the whole-reverence for the voice of the law, which is 
none other than the voice of the gods (J6z E); reverence 
crowned with intelligence, which in a few select natures 
placed at the summit of the State must rise into philo-
sophy. 

In the Laws, as m the Republic, the aim of Plato is to 
VOL. I. G g 
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call upon the State to do more for its citizens than it had 
yet done, and to be more to them than it had yet been. 
Why should the State, which depends for its existence on 
virtue, be so indifferent to its production? Plato had 
before his eyes the moral and political anarchy of contem
porary Greece, and knowing that the days of mere customary 
morality were gone for ever, he felt that some authority 
was needed to revive and make rational the sense of right 
and wrong, and that the only authority capable of effecting 
this was a reconstituted State. He was the first to insist 
on this, and the strength of his position lay in the fact 
that his view of the true function of the State was, as 
has been said already, that to which all the traditions of 
Greece pointed, that which was engrained in the Greek 
conscience. The Greek mind was especially ready to be 
swayed by the voice of the community for good or for 
evil. The individual Greek was in an exceptional degree 
'the child of his people '-one thing at Sparta, another at 
Athens, another at Thebes. The example of the Lace
daemonian State showed how much the State could effect if 
it dared to assert its authority. The State must, however, 
be reconstituted. Plato's first impulse had been to hand 
it over to a few carefully trained men of high natural worth 
and capacity, but his next was to recoil from that bold step; 
he now sought to diffuse throughout the whole citizen-body 
respect for law, pure religion, and the conviction that virtue 
is happiness, and to call for the active co-operation of all in 
the working of the State. But his heart seems to have 
failed him from the first, and we find him in the Laws over 
and over again reserving effective authority for the best men 
of the wealthier class, and giving the poorer citizens only 
the semblance of a share in power-' reverting,' in fact, 
as Aristotle says, 'to his earlier constitution,' but in a less 
pure form. 

Still the great conception of a State systematically train
ing the whole of a large body of citizens to virtue-not, as 
in the Republic, confining its educational activity to two 
small classes-had been once for all clearly put forward. 
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The State was no longer to be perverted into a mere 
creature of party-toiling 'in Gaza at the mill with slaves' 
-or to be barbarised by absorption in aims of conquest 
and empire; it must be readjusted to its true function
that of producing virtue. Plato claims to have kept this 
aim before him in framing every institution of the State of 
the Laws (705 E). He called on the State to do that which 
Church and State together have in later days, even at their 
best moments, failed to achieve. Socrates had already set 
this aim before the State, but he had not seen that an 
entire reconstitution of the State was necessary, before there 
could be any hope of realizing it. We may hold that even 
Plato's reconstitution was not far-reaching enough, if only 
because he failed to hit on the conception of a Church 
working in harmony with the State; we may further hold 
that it went wholly wrong in detail; but the broad fact 
remains that he was the first, if not to see that society 
ought to do much more than it did for the moral guidance 
of the individual, at all events to demand its reconstruction 
for that end. 

The dialogue forms an epoch in Political Science in 
another way. It puts forward with more emphasis and 
more systematically than had ever been done before the 
conception of mixed government, which, familiar as it was 
already to Thucydides ( 6. 39 : 8. 97 ), and possibly to 
Hippodamus of Miletus, or even to Solon, did not gain 
till the fourth century before Christ the accredited posi
tion in political speculation which it has never since 
entirely lost. Its increased prominence at this epoch was 
probably due in part to the prestige enjoyed by the 
Lacedaemonian State for a while after its triumph in the 
Peloponnesian War. Some recognized in the' mixture of 
all constitutions,' which they traced in the Lacedaemonian 
constitution (Laws 7 I 2 D-E : Aristot. Pol. 2. 6. 1265 b 
33 sqq.), the best type of mixed government. Plato, on 
the contrary, depicted a wholly different form of it in the 
Laws, where we look in vain for parallels to the Lacedae
monian kingship, ephorate, and senate: it would seem, there-

G g 2 
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fore, that he did not hold with this view. There is, however, 
rather the appearance than the reality of mixed govern
ment in the Laws: what Plato has here at heart, is rather 
that the government of his State shall be sober, than that 
it shall be mixed; he allows a share of power to wealth 
and numbers, not because the State is the gainer by this, 
but because the opposite course is unsafe. The share of 
power allowed to numbers is, in fact, as we have seen, little 
more than nominal, and Aristotle's censure (Pol. 6 (4). 12. 

1297 a 7 sqq.) of those who, in founding aristocracies or 
other constitutions, resorted to ingenious devices ( 1rn<f>Ca-µ.ara) 

to deceive the demos, was perhaps intended to apply to 
the constitution of the Laws amongst others. Supreme 
authority would here in reality rest with a small number 
of men over fifty years of age belonging to the higher 
property-classes. Plato never completely abandoned the 
view that in the normal State the rank and file of the 
citizens are to be taken in charge by the few. This view 
recurs in a softened form even in the Laws. 

The life of the mass of the citizens could hardly be af a 
very attractive or active type, \vhatever Plato may say to 
the contrary (807 sqq.). The more important State-business 
would be managed for them by those few of the men over 
fifty years of age who would succeed to the great offices, 
and though it must be admitted that some considerable 
positions would be open to men below this age, they would 
commonly find their way to members of the higher property
classes, and being in many cases held for long terms, only 
to a few of these. The mass of the citizens would thus be 
relegated to private life, not indeed to what Aristotle calls 
•necessary work,' but to the supervision of their house
holds, if households can be said to exist where the women 
are required to take their meals at public meal-tables, 
and where the education of the children is entrusted 
to public officers ; in reality, to the supervision of their 
slaves and their farms 1, on which, however, they are 

1 In the careful provision of a 
lot of land for every citizen \Ye are 

conscious of some departure from 
the central dogma that virtue is 
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not apparently intended (806 D-E) to work with their own 
hands, to the celebration of festivals, the discharge of 
military service, the observance of the numerous laws of 
the State, and the maintenance of the tone of feeling pre
scribed by the legislator. The studies in which they are 
trained in youth (and these do not include any philosophy, 
or more of Greek literature than a small, though carefully 
selected, fragment) do not appear to be continued in their 
maturer years: forensic rhetoric is excluded from the State : 
little, if any, place seems to be found in their lives for 
literature or for any fine art, save that of music: only a 
few, after the age of thirty, become possessed of any 
philosophical knowledge, and these learn what they learn 
rather for purposes of government than for the sake of 
the subject itself. There appears to be no provision even 
for advanced mathematical study. 

Aristotle's principle, on the contrary, is-we recognize 
the best State by its life. Do its citizens live a life 
which calls forth all that is best in their nature, gives full 
play to their noblest faculties, and satisfies their highest 
aims, and are the rest organized so as to aid them in living 
that life, each doing work adjusted to his capacity? Does 
everyone find himself 'in his element,' the whole society 
culminating in a body of <T'll'ovoa'ioi equipped to live, and 
helping each other in living, a life of political and speculative 
activity? The State of the Laws can hardly be said to 
answer to this aspiring ideal ; its dominant characteristic 
is rather a religious <Twcppoa-Uv17. 

Aristotle could scarcely rest satisfied with a State of this 
kind, especially when put forward as the best attainable by 
a community of men, unaided by divine or semi-divine 
fellow-citizens. To him it seemed neither the one thing 
nor the other-neither practicable nor ideal. Philosophy, 
he thought, could do better than this for Greek politics, and 

sufficient for happiness, which is to 
be the most cherished article in 
the creed of every citizen of the 
State. If a certain amount of 

property is so essential, then hap
piness would seem to depend in 
part on xopl)yia in Plato's view no 
less than in that of Aristotle. 
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its last word must not be taken to have been spoken by 
Plato. Two States, at least, needed to take the place of 
the State of the Laws, if the Republic were indeed out of the 
question; one, a more ideal-the other, a more practicable 
State. The first is that which is incompletely sketched in 
the Fourth and Fifth Books of the Politics; the other is 
the constitution which rests on the moderately well-to-do 
class ( ~ oia rwv µEa-wv noA.irda 1 ). 

Looking If we glance back over the history of political inquiry 
back, we 
see how in Greece, we shall see that but little progress was made 
much the till its relation to Ethics was brought out by the discussions 
study of 
Politics in which followed the advent of the sophists. It was then 
G~eecdefhad found that Ethics and Politics were closely connected. The 
game rom 
the in· new ethical views led to new views as to the State, and the 
creased effort to combat them threw fresh light not only on the earnestness 
of ethical nature of right, but also on that of the State. If natural 
inquiry. h right is the will of the stronger, then every form of t e 

State which has Force on its side is legitimate: Tyranny is 
legitimate, and right may vary from State to State, or in 
the same State from year to year. The State may assume 
any form which the element for the moment strongest 
within it may choose to give it. If, again, natural right 
rests, not on Force, but on the general consent of mankind, 
then how little in the arrangements of society can claim to 
be naturally just. The case becomes worse, if natural right 
does not exist at all, and the just is based on nothing but 
convention. 

The future of human society seemed to depend on the 
possibility of finding a firm and satisfactory basis for 
natural right. Socrates had in effect said that natural right 
is that which experience proves to redound to the advantage 
of the man who conforms to it in practice ; but Plato was not 
satisfied till he had exhibited it as the source of health, 
unity, and happiness, not only in the soul of the individual, 

1 The Polity was, in fact, the type 
of constitution which, in Aristotle's 
view, Plato sought to realize in 

the Laws, though not with much 
success (Pol. z. 6. 1265 b 26 sq.). 
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but also in the normally constituted State. He was led 
into the field of Politics by his desire to restore the 
authority of right. Right is best studied in the ideal State 
of which it is the life-breath, just as a leaf is best studied in 
connexion with the tree on which it grows. The study of 
Ethics leads on to the study of Politics. We see best 
what justice is when we see it at work, and especially when 
we see it at work in the State. And if the study of the State 
reveals to us what justice is, it also reveals to us how virtue 
is brought into being. Plato is more alive than any one 
before him to the extent to which the individual is 'the 
child of his people.' It is only in a well-constituted State 
that even the best-endowed natures can grow up aright 1• 

We need not wonder that to Plato the study of Politics Plato 

d · h 1 1 · h d f E 11· h entered on stan s m t e c osest re at10n to t e stu y o t 1cs, t at the study 

he seems to consider no State worthy of close scrutiny o~ Politics 
. . . with an 

which does not embody JUstlce and make men good, and ethicalaim. 

that his attitude to defective States is one of far less qualified 
antagonism than that of Aristotle. We see that he began 
the study of Politics with an ethical aim-the aim of rescu-
ing justice and right from those who denied them a basis in 
nature. 

To Plato in the Republic the construction of the ideal 
State is more or less an episode in an ethical inquiry, and 
no time is lost over it. Armed with the one doctrine of the 
specialization of functions, and perhaps, though he traces 
the structure of the State before he proceeds to trace 
that of the soul, influenced in some degree by the psycho
logical parallel, Plato feels himself able to proceed rapidly 
with his sketch of the true State. If we contrast Aristotle's 
procedure in the First and Third Books of the Politics, we 
shall see how much slower and more tentative it is. He begins 
with the simplest elements of the household and State, and 
inquires patiently into the nature of the OE<rnonK6s, the 
XP7Jp.ana"TLK6s, and the olKovop.LK6s, distinguishing the one 

1 Yet in the Laws (951 B), with as often in ill-ordered as in well
characteristic elasticity, he says ordered States. 
that 'divine men' are to be found 
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from the other, and then into the nature of the citizen, long 
before he attempts to determine the true structure of the 
State. In these investigations he never loses sight of 
current opinion and likes to find in it a dim forecast of the 
truth. Plato, on the contrary, starting from the fact that in 
actual societies justice was not to be found, naturally builds 
up a State in strong contrast to all existing States, for his 
State must be one in which justice may readily be detected 
and identified. The ideal State is not perhaps even to 
Plato simply the antithesis of the actual State, for one or 
two actual States had gone some way on the road to its 
realization. But his breach with the past is far more con
spicuous than Aristotle's. Even where, as among the Lace
daemonians, some vestiges of the true State are discernible, 
the true ruling principle had not been called to power, the 
more civilizing influences of life were excluded, and the 
welfare of the State was forgotten in the pursuit of private 
ends. His attitude to the existing order of things was 
natural enough. Here was an 'impatient soul' whose 
personal experience had been bitter even in youth. Far as 
all personal reference recedes into the background in the 
best Greek literature of the best age, a few stray hints 
reveal to us even in the Republic, how deep an impression 
the fate of Socrates had made upon Plato's mind 1. Society 
in its actual form either corrupted the best men, or if it 
could not do so, deprived them of life. The fate of 
individual and State in his day was one and the same. In 
both, the lower elements triumphed over the higher, with 
the inevitable result of internal disunion and unhappiness. 
Indeed, the higher elements could hardly be said to exist, 
and the great problem was how to bring them into being. 
The State must be so organized as to develope within it a 
class of true philosophers, and this class must be placed in 
possession of absolute power. Reason must recover its 
supremacy both in the State and in the heart of the 
individual. In most great movements of reform the man to 

1 See (e.g.) Rep. 488 B: 361 B sq.: 409 C-D : 492 D. 
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whom 'all things here are out of joint' comes first, and 
some little time elapses before it is discovered that things 
have not gone as far astray as had been thought, that the 
new ideal has its roots in the past, and is that which 
' prophets and kings desired to see.' The new teaching has 
to assume a militant and aggressive, perhaps even a fantastic 
and exaggerated, form before it gets a first hearing. The 
influence of Socrates and Plato might have been less, if the 
life of the one and the doctrines of the other had been less 
novel and striking. 

But Plato, as we have seen, did not always maintain this 
uncompromising attitude. In the later days of his life, he 
came to see that his recoil from the actual State and his 
sense of homelessness in it had carried him too far, and had 
led him to trust his ideal rulers with powers which only semi
divine personages could be expected to use aright. Nor 
was he content with merely re-issuing the Republic with 
this amendment : he now sought not only to show men 
the genuine face of Justice, but to meet actual States half
way, and to set before them a model less difficult of imitation 
than the ideal State of the Republic. The impatient idealism 
of his earlier days had passed into a wish to be of use to his 
race in its difficulties. It was in this spirit that he wrote the 
Laws, and was prepared to carry compromise still further 
and to frame a' third State,' but he seems never to have done 
so, and too much of the ideal spirit of the Republic survived, 
so Aristotle thought, in the Laws. 

Plato had done much, but he had also left much for a Plato had 

successor to do in the field of political inquiry. The philo-10~n~~i~ch 
sophical basis of his teaching on this subject needed to be tic.al 

d 1 d b . ll • h . Science ma e c earer an to e more systemattca y set 1ort ; 1t but had 

needed to be reconsidered and amended ; his conception of also left 

h S . d d . . 1 d d b much for t e tate, its en an true orgamzat10n, a so nee e to ea successor 

revised. He was right, Aristotle thought, in seeking to to do. 

make the State more to the individual than it had yet 
peen. He was right in holding that the State should be a 
city-State and small-a common life as well as a common 
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CHANGES OF METHOD 

government. He was right in investing Political Science 
with supreme authority over the life of the individual 
and the arts and sciences dependent on it, and requiring 
it to rise to the level of the great position thus assigned 
to it. Above all, he was right in ascribing to Political 
Science (1) an ethical aim; (2) a practical purpose, and 
yet an ideal method. Whatever else it did, Political 
Science was bound to construct an ideal State. That it 
needed to do something further-to make itself useful to 
men by tracing the outline of a State easily workable 
by men-Plato had already implied. But he \Vas as one 
who after setting out for a destination stops halfway on 
the road to it, for even the Laws gave little practical help 
to statesmen struggling with the problems and difficulties 
of Greek politics. Plato's political teaching required 
not only to be restated and amended, but also to be 
completed. 

Success in this enterprise was hardly possible without a 
new method. The political inquirer must begin at the 
beginning with the simplest elements of society and work 
methodically upwards, not ignoring current opinion or 
practice, but correcting its confusions with the aid of a dis
tinct conception of the end of human life and of the State ; 
he must make clear to himself and others the principles 
on which he proceeds; he must study the physiology 
and pathology of Society, the occasions and the profound 
causes of social change ; he must master the technical side 
of Political Science, and be prepared to deal practically 
with the concrete problems of political organization as they 
present themselves every day-to construct an oligarchy, or 
a democracy, or a tyranny, so as to be as little hostile as 
possible to human wellbeing. His treatment of political 
questions must be more patient and detailed, must rest on 
a wider knowledge of the past, must be more reasoned and 
systema~ic. And if the deepest thoughts and highest 
aspirations of the political inquirer would still find utterance 
in the portraiture of a 'best State,' this best State will no 
longer be seriously proposed for adoption everywhere; it 
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will be a State Kar' dx~v 1-an ideal representation of the 
acme of human society, realizable only when Nature and 
Fortune are in their most favourable mood. Neither its 
portraiture nor the portraiture of two or three less high
pitched ideals will exhaust the problem of Political Science= 
the political inquirer must pass on to grapple with the 
task of ameliorating actual institutions and making them 
tolerable. 

Something was to be gained by a mere change of the 
form in which many members of the Socratic school 
had placed their ideas before the world 2• It was natural 
enough that the disciples of a converser should set forth 
their teaching in dialogues, and also that at Athens, 
where the dramatic spirit was so strong, philosophical 
literature should assume a dramatic form. Thucydides 
had already put his best thoughts in the mouth of some 
statesman or other. It was inevitable, however, that 
the two aims-the quest of truth and the quest of literary 
charm-should come more or less into collision. The 
language used in a dialogue must appeal to the reading 
world at large ; it must be as little technical as possible, it 
must avoid the appearance of over-precision and pedantry. 
The course of the inquiry needs to be accommodated to the 
characters, and its depth will vary with their calibre. The 
toil of the way should be relieved by wit, sarcasm, irony, 
eloquence, conversational charm. Bright, genial remark, 
even if paradoxical (e.g. 'no man can be perfectly secure 
against wrong, unless he has become perfectly good ' -
Laws 829 A), or inconsistent with the general tenour of the 
views expressed (e.g. • man is made to be the plaything of 

1 As to the meaning; of this 
phrase, see the Theages ascribed 
to Plato 125 E-126 A, Ev~alp:qv piv 
av, oipai, EYMYE rvpavvos }'EJIEu8ai 
paAiura piv 1Ta11T6>v av8p&>m.:i11, El (!€ 
p~, ws 1TAELUT6>V • • • en ()£ }'f 1u6>S 
paAA011 8Eos yE11£u8ai· d;>..A' ov rovrov 
e"AEyov £1r18vµ.El11. Aristotle, how
ever, excludes aspirations for the 
impossible (Pol. 2. 6. 1265 a 17). 

2 See Heitz, Die verlorenen 
Schriften des Aristoteles, p.141-5. 
Is it not probable that after Plato 
opened a school, one of his aims 
in writing dialogues was to show 
his pupils how discussion should 
be conducted ? Xenophon (Mem. 
4. 6. l) is careful to describe, how 
Socrates SiaAEKTIK6>r£povs E1Toln 
rovs uv11611ras. 
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God, and this is the best of him '-Laws 803 C), is always 
welcome. Long deliberative, half-baffled pauses have to be 
cut short. The investigation of historical fact, even a care
ful regard for historical truth, seems out of place in a 
gathering of friends. Like his kinsman the dramatist, the 
dialogue-writer makes use of myths, and if he uses history 
also, he will be apt to treat the latter with the same genial 
freedom as the former. Each dialogue, again, claims to be 
complete in itself. Each is too perfect an artistic whole to 
serve as a mere chapter in a statement of philosophical 
doctrine. In each there must be something fresh in the 
line of attack. Hence inconsistencies, which increase in 
number, if, as in Plato's case, the dialogues are written at 
intervals during the course of a long life. They naturally 
conflict with each other. Occasionally consistency is not 
maintained even within the limits of a single dialogue 1• 

Thus the interpretation of Plato's meaning comes to de
mand a genius almost as subtle and sympathetic as his mm. 
It is hard to distinguish how far an utterance reflects only the 
momentary mood of a speaker, or the attitude he chooses to 
adopt towards a given opponent, or the sentiment suggested 
by the dramatic situation. Plato had as it were imprisoned 
his philosophy in some beautiful semi-transparent material 2 ; 

his revelation of it was tantalizingly incomplete. The 
greater its value, the greater the call for some intervention 
which would bring it forth into the full light of day. Plato, 
indeed, had taken some steps in this direction himself. In 
his later dialogues, whether from a decline of dramatic 
feeling or an increase of interest in positive doctrine, the 
conversation tends more and more to become a monologue; 
the Socratic aim of arousing thought is more and more lost 
sight of in the effort to communicate truth. Still the 
decisive step is not yet taken ; the dialogue-form is not 

1 See Prof. Jowett's Plato 4.169* 
(ed. 1) : 'so little power has 
Plato of harmonizing the results 
-0f his dialectics, or even of avoid
ing the most obvious contradic
tions.' 

2 As the sculptor Pauson (or 
Pason) had enclosed a figure of 
Hermes in a pellucid stone : cp. 
Aristot. Metaph. e. 8. 1050 a 19, 
and Bonitz' note. 
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abandoned. Even Aristotle wrote many dialogues, though 
he made the important change of reserving the part of chief 
interlocutor for himself. But much of his work was of a 
kind to which the dialogue was inapplicable. It was hardly 
possible, for instance, to state the results of his zoological 
investigations in a dialogtie, and it was probably not merely 
in the interest of his pupils, or merely in works intended for 
their perusal, that he abandoned the Socratic manner of 
treatment. Nor was he apparently alone in so doing. In 
the Academics of Cicero (Cic. Acad. Post. r. 4. 17 sq.), W<! 

find the Academical speaker ' designating the dogmatic 
formulation of the system as a departure from the Socratic 
manner common to Aristotle and the contemporary 
Platonists' (Zeller, Plato E.T., p. 565. 25). 

It was a fortunate circumstance that Plato's philosophical Plato's suc

inheritance passed to a successor sufficiently at one with ~:~s~~tle. 
him to maintain the continuity of speculation, and suffi-
ciently independent to give a fresh impulse and direction 
to inquiry. 

We do not know the length of the interval which elapsed 
between the composition of the Laws and that of the Politics. 
We do not indeed know that all parts of the Politics were 
composed at or about the same time. The Fourth and Fifth 
Books may be severed by some interval of time from the 
first three, and the remaining three books may be later than 
the Fourth and Fifth, or again the book on Constitutional 
Changes may be earlier than the two books which im
mediately precede and follow it, as early perhaps as any 
book in the whole work. We cannot, indeed, always be 
certain that the contents of any one book (apart from 
any possible interpolations) date as a whole from the 
same epoch. 

But whatever we conceive the length of the interval to 
have been, much had happened in the course of it. The 
career of Philip of Macedon was needed to make the failure 
of the free States of Greece quite manifest. It ·was not till 
346 B. c. that Isocrates wrote his oration to Philip, in which 
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the full tale of Greek 
Plato died in 34 7 B. c. 
man, not in the times. 

failure and disunion is told 1, and 
But the main change was in the 

Aristotle was so far in a better position than Plato to 
speak to Greece as a whole, that he was less closely con
nected with any one place in it. Plato was an Athenian 
of long descent : Aristotle was one of those who had been 
saved for philosophy by belonging to a small State; in
deed, his city for some time lay in ruins, so that he was 
then, in the most literal sense, &110.\.i~ oia n1x11v. He was 
not, like Plato, the citizen of an extreme democracy ; he can 
hardly be said to have been a citizen at all, or to have lived 
the life of a citizen ; he had not the passions of a citizen. 
He judges the Athenian democracy ab extra, unlike 
Thucydides, who had learnt its strength and weakness by 
living under it and taking part in its working. He was 
forty years at least younger than Plato, and belonged to a 
time when philosophy was coming to be more to men and 
politics less. He was not, like Plato, the first explorer of the 
field of Political Science, and had not the impatient, sweep
ing views of a first explorer. He was also naturally calmer 
and more circumspect than Plato, and came to the study of 
politics fresh from less exciting studies-studies which had 
trained him to accumulate facts and to weigh them patiently. 

It seems a mistake to speak of Aristotle as a 'half
Greek.' Some great Greeks were so, but Aristotle was 
not. His father was a member of the long-descended gens 
of the Asclepiadae, and belonged to the Andrian colony of 
Stageira ; his mother was of Chalcidian origin. His early 
life is involved in a good deal of obscurity, but whether he 
came to Athens and became Plato's pupil at the age of 
seventeen or later, he had been his pupil for a considerable 
time when Plato died in the year 347 B.c., and the days he 
thus spent at Athens no doubt left a permanent impress on 
his mind and character 2

• On Plato's death Speusippus his 

1 Cp. Isocr. Philip. § 40, olaa 
yap arra<Tas ( Tas m);\us) wµ.aAiuµ.Evas 
vrr6 TWll uvµ.<f>opw11. 

2 Aristotle's early dialogue 
entitled Eudemus appears to have 
stood in a very close relation to 
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nephew succeeded to his school, and Aristotle quitted 
Athens with his friend Xenocrates, an attached disciple of 
Plato. Probably neither of them wished either to work 
under Speusippus or to open a rival school. Speusippus 
was considerably senior to both, besides being Plato's 
nephew. That Aristotle did not leave Athens in any 
spirit of antagonism to Plato seems proved by the fact 
that Xenocrates accompanied him. On leaving Athens he 
went not to Macedon 1, but to Atarneus, drawn thither by 
his old friendship for Hermias, and perhaps also by the 
connexion of Proxenus, the guardian of his youth, with the 
place. His pupil Theophrastus also belonged to Eresus in 
the neighbouring island of Lesbos. Hermias had been the 
pupil both of Plato and Aristotle at Athens, and hence 
both Aristotle and Xenocrates would be interested in him. 
He was engaged in an attempt to form a principality at the 
expense of Persia in this district, which afterwards became 
the centre of the kingdom of Pergamon. It is probable that 
he was an instrument of Philip of Macedon 2• Hermias had 
been a slave and was an eunuch and a tyrant, and the friend
ship of these philosophers for him was undoubtedly an 
offence to Greek prejudice. We need not attach too much 
importance to the well-known epigram of Theocritus of 
Chios 3• Theocritus was a bitter democratic epigrammatist, 
and a fit foe for the bitter historian Theopompus, his con
temporary and fellow-citizen : both made themselves in
tolerable to those with whom they had to do, and came to 

the Phaedo, and to have been 
highly Platonic both in form and 
contents (see Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 

59· l). 
1 S tageira had been razed by 

Philip in the course of the Olyn
thian War, and was still in ruins. 

2 See Boeckh, Hermias von 
Atarneus, p. 143, who refers to 
[Demosth.] Philipp. 4. p. 139 sub 
fin., a passage which a highly pro
bable emendation in Ulpian 42 C 
connects with Hermias. 

a 'Epµ.iov EVllOvxov TE Kal Ev{3ov
AOV r68e 8ouXov 

µ.v'iJµ.a KE1JOll KEvo<fipwv ();/KEii 
'Apt<TTOTEATJS" 

As a,a. T~ll ar<paT'i/ ya<Trpos <fiv<Ttll 
eZAETO vaiuv 

avr' 'Ar<aCJ71µ.Eiai;: Bnp{3c)pov £11 
11'poxoa'is (Euseb. Praep. 
Evang. 15. 2). 

According to Plutarch, the river 
at Pella was called Bup{3opos 
(de Exil. c. lo). Cp. Plato, Rep. 
533 D, £11 (:Jop{36p'{I {3ap{3ap1K~ 
nv1 To TTJ!O o/vx'i/io 6µ.µ.a Karnpw
r:_vyµ.€11011 ~piµ.a EAKEt Kat avayet 
avw. 
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evil ends. A familiar distich of Sophocles, however, ran 
(Fr. 788 Nauck)-

~Ounr -yap 6ir Tvpavvov lµ.7TopEvETat, 
KElvov 'a-Tl lloiiXor, Kfi.v lll.£v0Epor µ.67'.y, 

and we must remember that Socrates was said to have re
fused to visit Archelaus of Macedon, Scopas of Crannon, 
and Eurylochus of Larissa (Diog. Laert. 2. 25), that Euri
pides and Aristippus had not gained in repute by adopting 
a different course, and that the service of princes came 
to escape condemnation only in the Alexandrian period 1• 

The father of Aristotle, however, had been in the service 
of a king, and we need not wonder that Aristotle himself 
took a different view. We know from the Politics how he 
regarded the kind of slavery which is not by nature, and 
Hermias cannot have deserved to be a slave. Even 
Tyranny in his opinion had its better forms, and Hermias 
apparently ruled in conjunction with a group of friends: 
'Epµtas KaL oi fra'ipoi is the term employed throughout 
his treaty with the Erythraeans 2• We are reminded of 
the passage in the Politics (7 (5). II. 1313 b 29 sqq.), 
where Kingship is said to find safety in friends, while 
distrust of friends is characteristic of Tyranny. 

Aristotle remained with Hermias for three years 3, perhaps 
till the latter met his fate through Persian treachery 4, and 
he seems to have felt a real enthusiasm for his character 
and career. We know from the Nicomachean Ethics that 
Aristotle combined a high estimate of the contemplative 
life with a high estimate of the pleasures of true friendship, 
and a noble conception of it. It was partly because the 
household relations are forms of friendship, that he argued 
so stoutly in defence of the household. His hymn, or 

1 Zeller, Stoics Epicureans and 
Sceptics, p. 269 n. Plutarch dis
cusses the question in his ' Philo
sopho esse cum principibus viris 
colloquendum, 'and argues strongly 
in favour of bringing the philoso
pher and ruler into contact, as a 
disciple of Plato was likely to do. 

2 Boeckh, ibid. p. 151. See the 
treaty in Dittenberger, Sylloge 
Inscr. Gr. 1. p. 167. 

3 Apollodorus ap. Diog. Laert. 
J. 9. 

4 So Strabo, p. 6w, but see 
Boeckh, Hermias p. 142 sqq. and 
Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 20. 
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scolion, to Virtue gave rise to comment, for, as Grote 
remarks (Aristotle I. i9), it introduced the name and 
exploits of Hermias, the tyrant, eunuch, and ex-slave, •as 
the closing parallel and example in a list beginning with 
Herakles, the Dioskuri, Achilles, and Ajax.' It was untruly 
made out to be a paean to Hermias (Athen. Deipn. 696 
a-b ), and on this ground as well as on that of a sump
tuous offering after his death, Aristotle was subsequently 
accused of paying him divine honours 1• The whole 
episode is interesting for the light which it casts on 
Aristotle's character. We see that the cool, circum
spect, methodical philosopher was capable of enthusiastic 
devotion to his friends, and cared little whether his dis
play of it brought him into conflict with ordinary Greek 
prejudice. We seem to discern in his nature a mixture of 
affectionateness and combativeness which is not unpleasing. 
Traces of a certain eagerness of spirit and pugnacity per
haps survive in his literary style. Sometimes we notice in 
his writings that one thought follows another so rapidly 
that the two, as it were, collide, and the strict grammatical 
construction suffers shipwreck. He is also fond of tacitly 
contradicting certain persons-Plato, for instance, and Iso
crates. The feud we hear of between him and the latter 
must belong to his earlier period of Athenian residence, 
which ended with the death of Plato, for Isocrates was 
dead when he returned to Athens after Chaeroneia. 

1 Cp. Lucian, Eunuch. 9, El> in this case there was better 
vrrEp{3oA.ryv Bauµ.aua> ( 0 'ApLUT0TEA1J>) ground for it, in the diatribe of 
'Epµ.dav rov Euvovxov rov lK rov Theopompus against Harpalus in 
'Arnpv€ws rvpa1111011,axpi rnil Kai 8v£L11 his letter to Alexander (Theo
avrw Kara ravTa TOL> Brn!s. We pomp. Fragm. 277: Muller, Hist. 
lea~n from Diogenes (Diog. Laert. Gr. Fr. I. 32 5), and in the caution 
5. 4: cp. Euseb. Praep. Evang. of Plato, Rep. 540 B, µ.1111µ.Eta &'av
I 5. 2. 5) that comments were also ro!r (his philosophic rulers) Kal Bv
made on a similarly sumptuous uias rryv rr6Xiv l31)µ.ouig 7rOtE!v, Eav 
sacrifice of Aristotle's in honour Kat ~ ITuBia ~vvavaipij, w> &aiµ.ouiv· 
of his wife Pythias after her death El l3€ µ.~, w> Evl3alµ.oui TE Kat Beiois. 
-€8vE11 vrr•pxaipwv r</) yuvai<:_), w.- Compare also Duris ap. Plutarch. 
'A81Jvaloi rii 'EA.rnuwig D.~µ.rirpi: Lysandr. c. r8, (.\vuavtlp<:_)) rrpom:> 
see Boeckh, Hermias p. 147, ... 'EA.X~vwv {3wµ.ovr ai 7roA.m dv<i
who refers to these passages. <l'T1Juav w.- Be<ii Kat Bvuia> EBvuav· els 
The same feeling appears, though 7rpwrov l3€ 7rma11H ffuBTJuav. 

\"OL. I. II h 
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The death of Hermias left his niece and adopted daughter 
without a protector, and Aristotle married her, partly out 
of attachment to his memory, partly for her worth and un
merited misfortunes 1. He may have already left Hermias 
before he experienced this severely felt blow at the hands 
of Persia-a blow soon to be far more than repaid by his 
great pupil; at any rate we next hear of him at Mytilene; 
but in 343 or 34z B. c. he was summoned to Macedon to 
become the teacher of Alexander. 

Philip of Macedon had perhaps come in contact with 
Pythagoreanism in the days when he resided as a youth at 
Thebes; Isocrates credits him with some tincture of philo
sophy 2; and he is said to have owed to Plato's intervention 
in his favour with Perdiccas the principality, his possession 
of which at the critical moment enabled him to win the 
throne of Macedon 3• Aristotle had probably already 
resided at Pella in his boyhood, for his father Nicomachus 
had lived at the court of Amyntas as his physician and 
friend. He may have already written several of his 
dialogues, and become known as a diligent reader and 
book-collector, habits rare even among philosophers at 
that time. But his selection as Alexander's teacher was 
probably rather due to his hereditary connexion with 
the Macedonian court, to his being not only a philosopher 
but also a student of rhetoric 4, and, above all, to the 
fact that he possessed a full measure of Athenian culture 
without being an Athenian or alien to court-life. It is 
creditable to Philip that he selected for the work a man 

1 Strabo, p. 610: Aristocles ap. 
Euseb. Praep. Evang. I 5. 2. 8- JO, 

who however speaks of her as the 
sister and adopted daughter of 
Hermias. 

2 Philip. § 29. 
3 Speusippus ap. Athen. Deipn. 

506 e. See also Diog. Laert. 3. 40: 
A. Schiifer, Demosthenes 2. 37. 

4 Cp. Cic. de Orat. 3. 35. 
I4I: rerum cognitionem cum ora
tionis exercitatione coniunxit. 
N eque vero hoc fugit sapien-

tissimum regem Philippum, qui 
hunc Alexandro filio doctorem 
accierit, a quo eodem ille et agendi 
acciperet praecepta et eloquendi. 
'During the first sojourn of Aris
totle in Athens, while he was still 
attached to and receiving instruc
tion from Plato, he appears to 
have devoted himself more to 
rhetoric than to philosophy, and 
even to have given public lessons 
or lectures on rhetoric' (Grote, 
Aristotle 1. 32 ). 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



OF ARISTOTLE'S LIFE. 

likely to be able to hold a comparatively independent 
position. The years that Aristotle had spent at Athens were 
a guarantee that he would be no mere echo of Macedonian 
feeling. His extraction and career might seem to mark 
him o'ut as a link between Macedon and Hellenism. For 
three years, but only three, commencing when Alexander 
was about I 3 years of age, he had an unbroken time for 
the education of his pupil. On attaining the age of 16, 
Alexander began to be employed in affairs of State, which 
can have left Aristotle only occasional opportunities of 
supervision. 

It is hard to imagine him a resident at Pella during these 
years, if Philip's court was what Theopompus describes it, 
and if Philip was as hostile to men of orderly behaviour as 
Theopompus asserts 1• The descriptions of this historian
an outspoken witness, but one not on the whole unfriendly 
to Philip-lend some point to the surprise of Theocritus of 
Chios, that Aristotle should have been willing to exchange 
the Platonic Academy for Pella. A sacred precinct of the 
Nymphs (vvµ<f>a'iov) existed at Mieza (a Macedonian city, 
which Zeller (Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 27. 4) follows Geier in placing 
in Emathia south-west of Pella), where even in Plutarch's 
days men pointed out stone seats and shady walks which 
were believed to have been at one time used by Aristotle 
(Plutarch, Alex. c. 7); and Plutarch seems to suppose that 
Alexander received his instruction here. Aristotle appears 
during hisstayin the North to have induced Philip 2 to refound 
Stageira and to restore to it the remnant of its citizens, and 
we may be sure that he watched with intense interest the 
culmination of the king's fortunes at Chaeroneia. The 
death of Philip and accession of Alexander two years later 
(336 B. c. ), together with the preparations for the Oriental 
campaign, would indicate to him that no reason existed 
any longer for his stay in Macedon, from which Alexander 
seemed likely to be absent some time. He may perhaps 
have preferred the milder climate of the South 3• The 

1 See Theopomp. Fragm. 136, 
178, 249, 298. 

II h 2 

2 See Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 25. 3. 
3 It is thus that Blakesley 
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destruction of Thebes in 335 B.C. made Alexander's Asiatic 
expedition possible without imprudence1, and was the most 
effective warning that could have been given to Athens and 
the rest of Greece. It now became possible for Aristotle 
to settle at Athens. 

He wished to be at Athens, mainly, no doubt, because 
his philosophical views could not be effectually placed 
before the world in any other way. Xenocrates had now 
succeeded Speusippus at the Academy. Aristotle had been 
unwilling to found a rival school when Plato's death was 
still recent, and in competition with his senior Speusippus, 
the nephew of Plato. He does not seem to have felt the same 
reluctance in reference to Xenocrates. His divergence from 
Platonism may have increased in the interval. The Mace
donian leaders were probably glad that he should be there. 
Antipater, who knew that Aristotle 'added to his other 
gifts that of persuasiveness 2,' may well have been glad to 
send to Athens a man so capable of leading the best minds 
into peaceful paths. The mot d'ordre of the Macedonian 
party at Athens was 'peace 3,' and a philosopher who taught 
that the end for which the State, no less than the individual, 
exists is to live nobly, finding happiness rather in the arts 
of peace than in those of war, that a State may be great 

(Life of Aristotle p. 58), in
terprets ' the expression of Aris
totle cited by Demetrius, de 
Elocutione, sec. 29, 155 : lyw €K 
fLEll 'A8ry11w11 ELS :i:TU}'ELpa ~'/1.8011 ata 
T0v /3aCTtAEa -rOv µ.Eya11, EK aE ~Ta
ydpwv els 'AB{ivas a1a TOii XEL/J-WllU 
To11 µ€ya11.' But, supposing that 
the fragment is authentic, the 
phrase 0 1-..Eyas xe1µ&>11 may here 
simply mean 'the great storm,' as 
in Plato, Protag. 344 D, or again, 
if it means 'the great winter,' it 
may be used, as in Aristot. Me
teor. 1. 14. 352 a 31 (see ldeler ad 
loc.) in the technical sense of the 
winter of the' great year,' in which 
the sun, moon, and planets assume 
a certain relative position in the 
heavens-a winter attended with 
torrents of rain. A ' great winter' 

in this technical sense did pro
bably occur in 342 B.C. (see Ap
pendix G), but it is not easy to 
connect it with Aristotle's return 
to Athens seven years later. 

1 Alexander gained by terror 
that freedom to act in Asia which 
Isocrates thought could only be 
gained by winning the goodwill 
of Greece (Philip. §§ 86-8). 

2 Plutarch, Alcib. et Corio!. 
comparatio c. 3. 

3 See Bernays, Phokion p. 68, 
who refers to Demosth. de Cor. 
§ 89, Tijs vi!11 £lpfivris, ryv oiJTot K.aTa Tijs 
1faTpiaos T'JPOVCTLV oi X.P'JCTTOL : 
§ 323, €11 ois aTVX'JCTUllT(J)ll TWll 
'E'A'Afivw11 EVTVX.'JCTEll €npos, rnur' , ... ' ,,., . ,,., ' E1fU1110lJCTL Kat 07TWS TOii U1TUJl'l'U x_po-
11011 aiap.EVE'i cpaCTt ae'iv T'JpEtll, 
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without being at the head of a hegemony or an empire, 
that the contemplative life is the highest, and that the aim 
of the political life is not party-triumph, or the quest of 
wealth and power, but the promotion in one's fell ow-citizens 
of virtuous activity in all its forms, would exercise, it might 
be expected, a calming influence on men's minds, and give 
a new and better direction to their thoughts. 

Aristotle may well have hoped to be of service both to 
Macedon and Greece. He probably long held-perhaps 
he did so to the last-that the interests of Macedon and 
Greece might be reconciled. Isocrates had already pressed 
Philip first to restore harmony between the four leading 
Powers of Greece-the Argives, Lacedaemonians, Thebans, 
and Athenians-and then to become its Agamemnon in 
a war against Persia-to be, not its tyrant dividing in order 
to govern (Philip. § 80) and plotting for selfish ends 
(§ 73 sqq.), but the leader of a confederacy, the common 
friend of all its States 1• Aristotle, in his turn, counselled 
Alexander to rule the Greeks as the head of a hegemony 
and only the barbarians as a despot 2- On the other 
hand, Greece was to place power in the hands of the µhroi, 

its soundest and most rational class (6 (4). II. r:z95 b r sqq.). 
vVe thus find Aristotle, in effect, inculcating moderation on 
both sides. 

The departure of Alexander for the East left the direction 
of affairs in Greece in the hands of Antipater, a man with 
whom Aristotle had more in common than with either 
Philip or Alexander. Antipater was probably some years 

1 The Philippus of Isocrates 
(346 B.c.) is an appeal to Philip 
to change his present unsatisfac
tory policy (§ 17: § 80), and to 
falsify his opponents' account of 
his designs (§ 73 sqq.). It re
minds him of his Heraclid extrac
tion, and urges that plots for the 
subjection of Greece which would 
be creditable to a king of Persia 
are quite out of place in a Heraclid 
(§§ 75-6). A certain distrust of 
Philip and a desire to point out 

to him a 'more excellent way' 
are traceable throughout it. Age
laus gave similar advice to Mace
don at the CGngress ofNaupactus 
a hundred and thirty years later 
(Polyb. 5. 104: Prof. Freeman, 
History of Federal Government 
J. .P· 561 ). 

2 See the well-known passage 
in Plutarch's first oration' de Alex
andri seu virtute seu fortuna,' c. 6, 
and cp. Pol. 4 (7). 7· 1327 b 
20 sqq. 
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older than Aristotle, but like him in moderation of tone 
and strong sober common sense. For the first time in the 
course of Greek history the hegemony of Greece rested 
with a man who, as the servant of a king, was neither 
an oligarch nor a democrat, and who could have no wish 
to press either oligarchy or democracy on the States of 
Greece. Is it possible that Aristotle is to some extent 
addressing Antipater, when he insists that one and the 
same constitution is not applicable to every State, that the 
form which suits one will not always suit another, and 
that the important thing is to ameliorate oligarchy and 
democracy where they must exist, and at the same time 
to point to some form of constitution at once satisfactory 
and generally applicable? There is no clear evidence of 
a design on Aristotle's part to influence the policy of 
Macedon, so that this surmise must remain a surmise. 
It is to all appearance wholly in the interest of Greece 
that he recommends the constitution which gives predo
minance to the moderately wealthy class (~ oia Twv µ.Ea-wv 
7roA.info). Only one of those who had played a leading part 
in the affairs of Greece had encouraged the introduction of 
this form (6 (4). Ir. 1296 a 38 sqq.). The reference is pro
bably to Theramenes, whom we know (Plutarch, Nicias 
c. 2) that Aristotle grouped with N"icias and Thucydides 
the son of Melesias, as combining high worth and social 
position with a hereditary goodwill to the people. His 
inauspicious name is for obvious reasons suppressed. \Ve 
find Theramenes striking the first blow at the power of 
the Four Hundred at Athens by insisting that 'it \Vas 
high time to institute the Five Thousand in reality, and 
not in name' (Th uc. 8. 89. 2 ), and these Five Thousand 
were made, when he carried his point, to include all hoplites 
( 1ilvai OE avTwv, 01TO(T0l Kal 01TAa 7l'apJxovrai, Thuc. 8. 97); 
they would thus comprise the µJ(J"ot of Aristotle 1 • Later 

1 It should be observed that 
this constitution, which gaye 
political supremacy to the hoplites 
and put an end to the payment of 

office-holders (including probably 
members of the assembly and 
dicasteries : see Classen ad loc.) 
meets with the approval of Thu-
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on, in the struggle with Critias which proved fatal to him, 
Theramenes is still true to the same 'Left-Centre' policy. 
In that reply to Critias which won the boule to his side, 
and which Critias could only parry by ordering his 
execution, he declares himself the foe of those who will 
have no democracy which does not go the full length of 
giving a share of power to slaves and to men so poor that 
they would sell their country for a drachma, no less than 
of those who approve no oligarchy which does not make 
a handful of men tyrants of the State. His opinion, he 
adds, was still the same as it had ever been, that supremacy 
in the State should rest with those who are able to serve 
it as knights and hoplites 1• 

Aristotle expresses a similar view when he claims supre
macy for the µi<Toi, for we must not confound the µfroi 
of a Greek State with the classes which we now-a-days 
group under the comprehensive term •middle class.' They 
were the best-trained and most effective soldiers of the 
State; nor was this their only claim to power, for Aristotle 
describes them as being well-fitted both for ruling and 
being ruled, and therefore for the duties of citizenship, as 
swayed by reason rather than impulse, and exposed neither 
to the corrupting influence of extreme wealth nor to the 
equally ruinous effects of extreme poverty. They deserved 
to exercise a predominant influence in the State, and, 
wherever they were at all numerous, their military training 
as hoplites would enable them to do so. Aristotle may 
possibly have thought, though, as has been said, we 
have no evidence of the fact, that if the hegemony of 
Macedon were used to bring this class to power, it would 
be a blessing to Greece. Nothing could be worse than her 

cydides, as it subsequently met 
•vith that of Aristotle. See Thuc. 
8. 97, Kat ovx qK1um li~ TOii rrpii>Tov 
x.p611011 €rrl y' €µou 'A8TJ11a'io1 cpal11011-
Tat f0 7rOALTEVUallTH' p.ETpLa yap q 
TE E> TOV> o"Alyov> Kat E> TOV> 'TrOA
AOV> ~vyKpau1r €yi11ET0, Kat €K rrov'f}
flWll Twv rrpayp.aTwv yE11oµi11w11 TOUTO 
rrpwrnv d11~11£yK£ T~v rro"ll.111. 

1 Xen. Hell. 2. 3. 48 : cp. Plato, 
Laws 753 B. Men could not be 
hoplites unless they had not only 
means enough to furnish them
selves with the arms appropriate 
to the hoplite, but also the leisure 
to practise the necessary exercises 
(Zeller, Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 748. 7),. 
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present faction-ridden condition, which was both morally 

and politically ruinous. 
It is easy in reading the calm discussions of the Politics 

to forget the impression which Aristotle's political views 

must have made on his contemporaries, and especially on 

the Athenians amongst whom he lived. \Ve do not know, 

indeed, how far the work was published in his lifetime, 

or how far the nature of its teaching was generally known 

to the citizens of Athens. Some knowledge of Aristotle's 

political views, however, must have been possessed even by 

those who did not belong to any philosophical school, and 

it is impossible to suppose that his recommendation of 

a tr an sf er of power from the Many to the µfroi, coming 

as it did from one who was deep in the confidence of 

Antipater, was not viewed with uneasiness and indignation. 

Ever since Chaeroneia the existence of the Athenian 

democracy had hung by a thread, and the change sug

gested by Aristotle in the hearing, as it were, of Antipater 

was a very feasible anti-democratic move. True, Aris

totle's comments on the extreme form of democracy were 

no severer than those of Plato, and Plato had lived undis

turbed at Athens to the last, but now the times were far 

more critical, and Plato had suggested no such danger

ously easy change. Aristotle's less ideal political method 

had led him into questions of everyday politics, the treat

ment of which was attended with far more risk than the 

portraiture of any number of ideal States. We find him 

in one passage pointing out how to organize a tolerable 

kind of democracy, the important thing being 'to eliminate 

from the citizen-body the worse elements of the demos' ( ro 
XE'ipov ad 7rA~8o~ xwpt(ELV, 8 (6). 4. 1319 b 1): in another 

he recommends the constitution in which supremacy rests 

with men of moderate means (r, oia rwv µfrwv 7rOAtTEfo). A 

polity or moderate democracy had once existed at Athens 

during the poverty-stricken and desperate period which 

followed the fall of the Four Hundred, and Aristotle's 

advice was destined to be acted on in the very year of 

his death, when the new constitution which Antipater 
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forced on Athens, by confining political rights to those 
possessed of a qualification of 2000 drachmae, disfranchised 
12,000 citizens out of 21,000, and drove many to accept 
the victor's offer of a residence in Thrace 1• The religious 
views, again, implied in the Politics would be extremely 
unsatisfactory to many pious Greeks. True, the gods are 
recognized and their worship provided for, but where in 
its pages would be found that recognition of their inter
vention in human affairs which we constantly notice in the 
writings of Xenophon? Xenophon traces the successes of 
the Thebans against the Lacedaemonians to the anger of 
the gods against a people which first swore that the cities 
of Greece should be autonomous, and then broke its oath 
by seizing the Cadmeia of Thebes (Hell. 5. 4. l ). He even 
ascribes to the influence of some superhuman power, bent 
on bringing the Lacedaemonian State to destruction, the 
mistaken decision of the Lacedaemonian assembly which 
resulted in the battle of Leuctra (Hell. 6. 4. 3, ~017 yap, ws
~oiKc, TO oaiµ6vwv ~YEV ). Plato had rebuked views of this 
kind (Rep. 379 A sqq.), but his innovations in religion 
were probably less repellent than the reticence and chilli
ness of Aristotle on the subject. 

But in truth the mere fact of Aristotle's close connexion 
with Alexander and Anti pater and with Macedonian agents 
such as Nicanor, would suffice to make his position at 
Athens precarious, quite apart from the unpopularity of his 
political and religious views. Xenocrates and the Academy 
seem to have held more aloof from Macedon. Already in 
330 B.C., when three-fourths of the Peloponnesus rose under 
the Lacedaemonian King Agis against Antipater, to be 
crushed at a second Chaeroneia, and Aeschines shortly 
after, notwithstanding that defeat, failed in his prosecution 
of Ctesiphon and his attack on Demosthenes, Aristotle 
must have felt himself in the midst of foes. Another crisis 
occurred in 324 B. c. when Harpalus, the fugitive Mace-

1 Diod. 18. 18. Long since the 
above was written, I have 'found 
my remark anticipated in Bernays' 

Gesammelte Abhandlungen, I. 

167. 
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donian satrap of Babylon, took refuge with his vast treasure 
at Athens, and claimed, though without success, protection 
against Alexander, who had now returned to Susa from 
his wanderings in the depths of Asia, and soon signalized 
his reappearance on the horizon of Greece by the ominous 
decree for the restoration of all exiles from Greek States, 
which Nicanor was ordered to make known to the Greeks 
assembled for the festival at Olympia. The restoration of 
exiles meant the restoration of all property taken from 
them, its re-transfer from its present to its former holders. 
Hitherto Alexander had sought to conciliate the Greek 
States, but the East was now conquered, and l\Iacedonian 
supremacy was free to show itself in its true colours. 
Macedon evidently desired to have in each Greek 
State a body of men owing everything to it and therefore 
devoted to its interests 1, and it would stop short at no 
interference in the internal affairs of Greek States that was 
at all likely to contribute to this end. 

Aristotle, it is clear, had connected himself with a Power 
which had failed to listen to his warning that Greeks must 
be ruled in a different way from Orientals. The conqueror 
of Asia had been exposed to the intoxicating homage of 
Orientals and familiarised with the subservient manners of 
the East, while still young and plastic in character. Even 
if he had approved the policy which Aristotle recommended 
to him, of making a distinction between his methods of 
rule in the case of Hellenes and Orientals, he was by this 
time incapable of the double attitude. His breach with 
Callisthenes, whom Aristotle had introduced to his service, 
had alienated him to some extent from Aristotle. Thus 
Aristotle was too good a friend of Macedon for the 
Athenians, too firm in the assertion of Hellenic dignity and 
self-respect for Alexander. 

The crisis came when the news of Alexander's death 
(June, 323 B. c.) reached Athens. A storm of anti-Mace
donian feeling arose, which spared Phocion but struck 
Aristotle. He was indicted for impiety on account of his 

1 Diod. 18. 8. 
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scolion to Hermias and the honours which he had rendered 
to his memory. Charges of this sort were weapons 
frequently used against political adversaries both at Athens 
and elsewhere 1, and we may be sure that his real offence 
was his intimacy and influence with Antipater, his connexion 
with Nicanor, the promulgator at Olympia of Alexander's 
decree, and his past connexion with the Macedonian Court. 
He retired before trial to Chalcis, which was a Macedonian 
stronghold 2 and was also connected with the Chalcidian 
cities of the Thrace-ward region from which he came 
( cp. Aristot. Fragm. 93. 1492 b 24 sqq.). He died at 
Chalcis in 322 B. c. 

'Aristotle,' a great authority has said, 'had no attach- Aris~otle's 
. relation to 

ment to Bellas as an orgamzed system, autonomous, self- Hellas and 

acting, with a Hellenic city as president; which attachment tdo Mace-
on. 

would have been considered by Perikles, Archidamus, and 
Epameinondas as one among the constituents indispensable 
to Hellenic patriotism 3.' It would seem, however, from 
the Politics (4 (7). 7. 1327 b 29 sqq.), that he viewed the 
Greek race as the race best fitted to rule, and the 7roAL~ 

(possibly under a r.aµf3a<TLAEv~), not the Mvo>, as the best 
depositary of power. Ideally, therefore, rule was, in his 
opinion, best placed in the hands of a well-constituted 
Hellenic City-State. So far as the rule of Macedon was 
not Hellenic, nor the rule of a City-State, it must have 
been unsatisfactory to him. But the actual City-State of 
Greece seemed to him very defective, and he certainly did 
not hold that the substitution of the Hellenic king of 
Macedon for Thebes, as the dominant power in Greece, was 
necessarily 'finis Graeciae.' 

Some modern observers are inclined, while fully admit
ting the greatness of Demosthenes, to say that the boundary 
of Bellas was rather arbitrarily drawn when Macedon 
was left outside it, that the Macedonians were akin in 
language and religion to the Greeks 4, that in these latter 

1 E.g. at Corcyra, Thuc. 3. 70. 5. 
2 Schafer, Demosthenes 3. 35. 

3 Grote, Aristotle r. 14, note. 
i See 0. Abel, l\Iakedonien 
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days the Northern races were more vigorous and unspoilt 
than any others 1, and that looking to the rising greatness 
of Rome, it was important that Greece should not cut off 
from herself a promising kindred race, or shrink from 
accepting its lead 2 for no graver reason than that of an 
ethnological difference 3• But Aristotle did not go so far 
as this. To him the Macedonians are still perhaps barba
rians (4 (7). 2. i324 b 15), though barbarians of a far nobler 
sort than those of Asia, and it is the Hellenes who have 
the best right to rule, in virtue of their well-balanced union 
of heart and intellect. We may conjecture, however, that 
he hoped that a · modus vivendi ' might be established 
between Macedon and Greece. Let Macedon be content 
to rule the Greeks subject to her as freemen should be ruled. 
Let Greece silence her factions and call to power those who 
would rule rationally and for the common good. 

The ' logic of facts' did by degrees impose some degree 
of moderation both on Macedon and on Greece. The break
up of Alexander's empire, the rivalries of his successors, 
the descent of the Gauls on Macedon, the rise of rulers like 
the earlier Ptolemies and of governments like those of the 

vor Konig Philipp p. 115 sqq. 
Bernays says (Phokion p. 74) 
that 'the differences of language 
were not greater than those which 
existed between Dorians and Ion
ians, and differences of religion 
were wholly absent' ; but to this 
statement Gomperz (Die Akade
mie und ihr vermeintlicher Philo
macedonismus, Wiener Studien, 
1882, p. I 17) opposes the view of 
Deecke (Rhein. Mus. 36, 577 and 
596), who connects the Mace
donian language with those of the 
Epirotic, Illyrian, Thracian, and 
Phrygian races, and regards this 
group of languages as 'occupying 
an intermediate position between 
the Iranian and the Greek.' 

1 See Mommsen, History of 
Rome, Book 3, c. 8 (E. T. vol. 2, 
p. 215). 'In steadfast resistance to 
the public enemy under whatever 
name, in unshaken fidelity to-

wards their native country and 
their hereditary government, and 
in persevering courage amidst the 
severest trials, no nation in ancient 
history bears so close a resem
blance to the Roman people as 
the l\Iacedonians' (p. 216). 

2 Greece eventually came to 
see this. See the remarkable 
speech of Agelaus of N aupactus 
(Polyb. 5. 104) and the remarks 
of Prof. Freeman upori it (His
tory of Federal Government 1. 
56osqq.). 

8 It is easy to see how for
tunate a thing it was for Rome 
that no such contrast as that 
of Greek and barbarian formed 
part of her traditions. By insist
ing on regarding far the larger 
part of the Balkan peninsula as 
alien to her, Greece greatly added 
to the difficulty of uniting it to 
herself. 
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Achaean League, Rhodes, and the Pontic Heracleia, did 
tend in this direction. More perhaps might have been 
achieved if Greece had been wiser and less exhausted 1, and 
if Macedon had trusted less to garrisons and tyrants 2• Still 
it was much to have preached wisdom and moderation to 
an age in which conquerors and conquered were alike im
patient of compromise. 

We naturally expect to find in the teaching of the 
Politics clear traces of Aristotle's close connexion with 
Macedon. It would be natural that we should do so, even 
if the work was written before the battle of Chaeroneia : 
after it, one would have thought that so~e reference to 
the altered position of Greece would be unavoidable. Now 
the mention of Philip's death in the Seventh Book 3 does 
not prove that the whole of the Politics, or even the 
immediate context, was written after that event, but it shows 
that if this was not so, Aristotle made at least one addition 
to that part of the work subsequently to the accession of 
Alexander, and we may reasonably inf er that his political 
views remained unchanged at that date. 

No reference, hmvever, to the relation of Greece to 
Macedon appears in the Politics; the fact that a mighty 
power had suddenly arisen on her Northern frontier is ab
solutely ignored. For all that appears to the contrary in 
its pages, the Politics may have been written while Thebes 
was still the leading power. Not a particle of Aristotle's 

1 'It is a great mistake to con
sider the political history of 
Greece as at an end, when she 
was once compelled to submit to 
the Macedonian yoke .... If she 
did not recover the position in 
which she stood when Philip 
mounted the throne of Macedon 
. . . it was chiefly because she 
wanted an eye to see her new 
position and relations, and a hand 
to collect, husband, and employ 
her remaining resources ' (Thirl
wall, History of Greece 7. 245). 

' There was ground to believe ' 
(in 318 B.C.) 'that the time might 
not be far distant, when the ruler 
of Macedonia might find an equal 
alliance with Greece necessary to 
his safety, and when it might 
even be desirable for her, that he 
should be a man of energy and 
talents like Cassander, rather than 
one so feeble and contemptible as 
Polysperchon' (ibid. 7. 263). 

2 Polyb. 9. 29 : Prof. Freeman 
p. 232. 

3 Pol. 7 (5). 10. 131 I b I. 
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attention is diverted from the n6Ais to the Mvos. The 
improvement of Greece is the central object of the work. 
It is the n6Ais, not the E8vos, which Aristotle makes it his 
aim to reform 1• It is the n6Ais that brings men completeness 
in respect of good life, as distinguished from completeness 
in respect of necessaries. It is in Greece, not Macedon, 
that the future of human society is to be made or marred. 

Aristotle writes as a Hellene and a disciple of Plato, 
not as one whom circumstances had more or less attached 
to the fortunes of Macedon. The great spirits of antiquity, 
and Aristotle among them, seem to draw their creed from 
sources too deep to be greatly affected by accidents such as 
that which had connected him with Macedon. He still follows 
in the track of his philosophical predecessors, and especially 
of Plato, with whom he stands in complete filiation. The 
object of the Politics is to carry on and complete the 
work that Plato had begun-the work of re-adapting the 
n6Ais to the promotion of virtue and noble living. Aris
totle's relation to Plato was the critical fact of his life, not 
his relation to Philip or Alexander. He broke much fresh 
ground, it is true ; yet over great regions of thought he 
found a track already made by his predecessor: in fact, it 
is the close sequence of two minds of this calibre, and in 
this particular order 2, that forms the most exceptional 
feature of the history of Greek philosophy, and goes far to 
account for its greatness. 

Contrast The first contrast \Yhich we note between the \uitings of 
of form Plato and Aristotle, as they have come down to us, is a con-
between 
Plato's trast of form. This contrast would no doubt have been much 
:;~t~~sse softened, if the dialogues of Aristotle had been preserved to 
in ~hich, us, for we possess a few fragments of them which show, as 
Aristotle s . . 
philosophi- rndeed do some few passages m other writings of his, that 

1 History justified the leaning 
of Aristotle. The future rested 
not with the Macedonian ifBvo>, 
but with Carthage and Rome. On 
the other hand, it is true to say 
that Rome was what it was to 

the world by becoming rather a 
nation than a city, and rather a 
World.State than a nation. 

2 \\'ould as much have been 
achieved, if Aristotle had preceded 
Plato? 
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Aristotle could be eloquent if he chose. He may have ~al ~each-
. d . d" 1 f h" A 1 mg is em-contmue to wnte ia ogues even a ter 1s return to t 1ens, bodied. 

but the works with which we commonly connect his name 
are of an entirely different character. Whatever view we 
take of these works, whether we regard them as having to a 
large extent arisen out of lectures (which we may do without 
denying that Aristotle wrote them) or not, it is clear that 
they handle the subjects of which they treat quite differently 
from the dialogues of Plato: of Plato's lectures we possess 
no record. 

All considerations of literary charm drop out of sight in 
them ; the ascertainment of the truth comes to be the one 
aim of the inquiry. In place of the easy windings of the 
Platonic dialogue-flowing, one would say, it knows not 
whither, were it not that a subtle and hidden art governs 
its course-we have a careful mapping-out of the investiga
tion into separate and successive inquiries, evidently arranged 
beforehand, not starting up even in appearance on the spur 
of the moment-the subject of each being announced with 
an angular formality before it is entered upon, and the whole 
series being pervaded by one uniform tone, so that the 
mind of the inquirer and that of the reader are steadily 
kept in one unvarying attitude of reasoning inquiry, without 
any intervals of eloquence or dramatic by-play to relieve 
the intentional monotony. The scientific spirit no longer 
feels itself bound to put itself under the protection of its 
elder sister, the literary spirit-no longer, like Teucer, hurls 
its shafts from beneath the shield of Ajax ; it has reached 
years of emancipation and trusts to its own claims and 
deserts. Investigations relating to one and the same sub
ject are no longer scattered over several writings, which 
need to be compared. While Plato had, for instance, never 
succeeded in reserving one whole dialogue for questions 
relating to the constitutional structure of the State and 
nothing else\ Aristotle adheres closely to this one subject 

1 The Republic mingles to
gether Ethics, Psychology, Meta
physics, and Politics; the Politicus 

Logic and Politics ; the Laws 
unites with the quest of the second
best constitution an attempt to 
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throughout the Politics, and collects within the limits of a 
single work the main body of his political doctrine, so that 
it brings to a focus and treats in close connexion specula
tions spread over the Republic, the Politicus, and the Laws 
of Plato, to say nothing of other dialogues. 

There is no longer any obstacle to the use of the most 
systematic and searching methods of inquiry. The careful 
ascertainment of historical fact is no longer out of place 1. 

Myth disappears; philosophy returns to the sober facts of 
history. Yet some virtues of the dialogue-form are pre
served. From time to time, when a fit occasion presents 
itself-especially, it would seem, in introductory discussions 2, 

though we do not distinctly gather the principle on which 
the occasion is chosen-a question is proposed, and a 
dialogue-group formed; in other words an ar.opta is dis
cussed. The parties to the discussion are commonly anony
mous, so that there is nothing to prepossess us in favour of 
this side or that. All dramatic interest has vanished: no 
interlocutor is more overbearing, or more inexperienced, or 
more skilful than his fellows. But the comparison of views, 
if less artistically managed, is quite as thorough and as 
fruitful of result. Two or more opinions, each with a grain 
of truth in it, are allowed to collide, till some reconciling 
principle issues from their collision which embodies the 
truth they contain without the error. Aristotle, who has 
studied throughout to preserve the impartiality of a Chair
man 3 , accepts the result of the discussion. These aporetic 
debates thus form, as it were, easy paths by which we 
ascend from the plane of ordinary Hellenic opinion to the 
higher level of Aristotelian insight, carried upward rather 

set forth in detail a system of 
Laws. 'In the Phaedrus, the 
Republic, the Philebus, the Par· 
menides, and the Sophist, we 
have observed the tendency of 
Plato to combine two or more 
subjects, or different aspects of 
the same subject, in a single dia
logue' (Prof. Jowett, Plato 3. 
543, ed. I). 

1 The Second Book of the 

Politics would have been impos
sible in a dialogue, and not less so 
the fulness of concrete inquiry 
and remark which we find in the 
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Books. 

2 5 (8). 5. I339 a II sq. 
8 Cp. de Caelo, I. 10. 279 b r r, 

Cl£! ClLULT1JTOS at.A.' OVK d1mCltKOVS 

~lvm_ rovs µif.Xovrns Ta'A118£s Kpiv£Lv 
LKUIJWS, 
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by the force of facts than by any overt intervention of the 
philosopher. 

There is still much in the Politics to remind us that we 
are reading a Greek and not a modern work. It is not at 
first sight easy to detect the connecting thread on which its 
successive inquiries are strung. The order in which they are 
arranged is not always the order in which a modern writer 
would have arranged them. Thus we have in the First 
Book a sketch of the Household as it ought to be, before 
the question comes up for solution in the Second, whether 
the Household has any claim to exist. A conclusion estab
lished by argument is sometimes not taken as established 
later on, but proved afresh, and occasionally by different 
arguments. We find the same question started for debate, 
and debated, more than once, even in one and the same 
µl8o~os or inquiry, and in cases where the text seems not to 
have been tampered with or disturbed. Sometimes this 
appears to be done with the view of eliciting some fresh 
lesson in connexion with the subject. Unreconciled con
tradictions are not uncommon, some of them perhaps due 
to the fact that the work is made up of three or four parts, 
not completely harmonized nor perhaps composed at the 
same time. Still Plato's rapid and constant changes of 
tone are absent, and the exposition is systematic and strict 
in comparison with his. 

A new style and a new terminology came into existence Style of 

with the new method. The fourth century before Christ Aristotle. 

was prolific in prose-styles. History and oratory were 
rapidly finding the style that best suited their purpose. 
Philosophy was now to do the like. Aristotle said of 
Plato's style, that it was half-way between poetry and 
prose 1• The style which Aristotle chose for the syste-
matic exposition of his philosophy, though not, probably, 
for his dialogues, was altogether different. It is an easy, 

1 Diog. Laert. 3. 37. The turies before it began to be used 
Greek language was successfully for prose, and naturally acquired 
used for poetry for several cen- a bent which it was slow to lose. 

VOL. I. l i 
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unpretending style, almost conversational or epistolary in 
its freedom, yet never substantially inaccurate or seriously 
off its guard. It makes no pretension to literary grace ; it 
does not scruple to use technical words, often borrowed 
from the everyday language of Greeks, but used in new and 
fixed senses. It very rarely rises into eloquence, hardly 
ever in the Politics, a little oftener in the zoological works 
and the Metaphysics. It has a rapid and eager movement; 
it is concise and elliptical, often hinting an argument in 
place of fully setting it forth; it is occasionally rough and 
slipshod; it seems, in fact, to expect in the reader some 
such quickness and delicacy of apprehension as grows up 
in societies of an intimate nature where a pregnant word or 
two suffices to convey a thought 1- Deliberation is its very 
life and being ; nowhere does it seem to attain such a pace 
aRd swing as to exclude the interposition of a doubt or a 
conflicting fact; the assent is held oscillating so long, that 
when at last it is accorded, there is no feeling that any 
point of importance has escaped consideration. Anything 
that might throw the judgment off its b~lance, or interfere 
with a cool, circumspect, and dispassionate habit of investi
gation is carefully avoided. 

Whatever may be the literary defects of Aristotle's style 
in his extant works, the extent to which Theophrastus and 
other disciples retain it is an evidence that it really supplied 
a philosophical need, and that there was a certain congeni
ality between the form which he chose for the exposition of 
his philosophy and its substance. The style of the Stoics 
and of Epicurus was apparently still further removed from 
that of ordinary literature. 

Contrast of If we pass from the form to the matter of Aristotle's 
substance 1. · l h'l h h ll between po 1tica p I osop y, we s a notice an equally great 
the politi- contrast. 
cal teach- Pl h d t: d 1 • . d 11 'd ingofP!ato ato a ioun rea existence 1mpugne on a s1 es. 
aAn~ tha

1
t of Not every one, indeed, went as far as Gorgias, who sought 

nstot e. 
1 Cp. Eurip. Fragm. 967 

(Nauck): 
~ yO.p uioorrf, To'Ls crorj:>ois luT' 

drr61epiu1f. 
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to show that nothing has any real existence, but many 
held that only the sensible 1, or the necessary, or the invari
able exists by nature. The more the field of full existence 
was narrowed, the more the field of possible knowledge 
was narrowed also. Plato's first and main aim had there
fore been, as has already been noticed, to point to a really 
existent and knowable world, which he found in the 
world of Ideas. He did not, however, stop here; we 
have seen that he went on to seek in the Ideas the expla
nation of the phenomenal world. If the cure for scepticism 
was to look from the variable Many to the unchanging 
One, the next step must be to use the knowledge thus 
gained for the explanation of the Many and the ameliora
tion of the Actual. The reassertion of Existence and of 
the possibility of knowledge led on to the assertion that 
a fixed standard exists to which the structure of the State 
must conform. This standard is the Idea. The true 
founder and ruler of States must look up from 'the many 
just' (ra noAA.a oCrnia) to' that which is essentially temperate 
and just and good ' ( avro TO <J"w<j>pov Kai. o(Kawv Kai. aya86v ), 

and must then proceed to work these Ideas into the State 
with which he has to do. Plato sees that Experience is 
necessary to the ruler 2 ; still his primary need is philo
sophy. If, in things political, earth and heaven ever come 
to mingle, it is through the philosopher. The world of 
social phenomena lies lost in its variability and semi
existence before him, and he calls it to full life by fixing 
his gaze on the Idea and remoulding society in its likeness. 
The philosopher is a kind of semi-divine demi urge: we feel 
for the moment that he is everything, and the material on 
which he works is nothing. 

But this js not quite Plato's view. The Idea is not to 
Plato the sole source of existence, for, as we have seen 3, 

he allows to things ' a kind of existence that cannot be 
derived from the Idea': thus a second power is revealed 
to us in the world, the power of Necessity immanent in 
Matter, which may co-operate with or thwart the Idea. 

1 Laws 889 A sqq. 2 Rep. 539 E. 8 p. 53. 
I i 2 
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We infer, therefore, that the philosophic statesman can do 
little without favourable Matter, and if we do not hear much 
of this in the Republic, where we are taught rather to as
cribe the unsatisfactoriness of things to the fact that no one 
has lifted his eyes to the Idea, Plato seems in the Laws 
more conscious of the insubordinate element in things. 
Men are not made of wax, to be moulded by the legislator 
at his pleasure (Laws 746): there are things which law 
cannot touch 1• He does not, however, go beyond attri
buting to things a power of resistance. 

Aristotle ascribes more influence to Matter. Where Plato 
sees passivity or resistance, Aristotle sees a capacity of 
growth and the beginnings of a process. Things have an 
immanent bent in the direction of good, but they have 
also immanent tendencies which may warp them to evil. 
In morals and politics these latter tendencies appear to be 
especially active. It is only in the best races that a sense, 
however dim, of the goal and of the right path to it is present, 
and even in them it is clouded by all manner of confusions ; 
nor is full knowledge enough : communities which possess 
it may be prevented by some unavoidable peculiarity of 
their social structure, originating perhaps in some acciden
tal characteristic of the territory, from attaining the true 
end. What, then, is the business of the philosophic in
quirer? It is to point out to those who are free from lets 
and hindrances the ideal end and method of political and 
social organization, and to assist the inherent tendency of 
things to go right; and where insuperable impediments 
exist, which is the more common case by far, to ascertain 
by a close and minute study of society as it is, what course 
is the best under the circumstances. In both departments 
of her work, Political Science will have the sp.me aim in 
view-to secure rational government, in whatever degree 
this may be possible : so far Aristotle is at one with Plato ; 
but Aristotle accepts and humours the tendencies that he 
finds present in the particular case to a far greater extent 

1 Laws 788, 807, 822. Something of this kind had already been 
said in the Republic. 
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than Plato. The problem of Political Science is no longer 
a single or twofold or threefold problem ; on the contrary, 
it breaks into a multitude of ramifications, and is as multi
plex as the Matter dealt with. Political Science must be 
flexible, must adapt itself freely to circumstances, if its 
existence is to be of any use to mankind. The study, 
as Aristotle understood it, gave full scope even to the 
astonishing combination of gifts which Aristotle possessed. 
His analytic and systematizing power, his marvellous 
mastery of facts, his historical faculty1, his strong common 
sense, his knowledge of human nature, all found in it abundant 
occupation. The Politics is at once the portraiture of an 
ideal State and a Statesman's Manual. 

Nor was this the only way in which Aristotle's Theory 
of Becoming influenced his political method. It afforded 
him a rational justification for a free use of the collective 
experience of the Greek race. For here, if anywhere, we 
might look to find the nearest approach to the normal and 
natural evolution of the State, though even here a constant 
reference to the end of human society was necessary to 
correct deviations. The interval between philosophy and 
'the common sense of most' was thus bridged. In the 
field of Morals and Politics the insight of the philosopher 
is but a higher potency of the insight of the <f>p6viµo<; of 
everyday life. The statesman is the man of full virtue. 
His business is not to reveal a new world, but to bring 
a stronger light to bear on everyday things. He should 
unite a thorough knowledge of the end of Man and the 
State, which is to Aristotle what a knowledge of the Ideas 
of Temperance and Justice and Goodness is to Plato, with 
a knowledge of the means by which it is to be attained, 
and this involves a close study of the facts of society. 
Aristotle's conception of 'Nature' (<f>vcn<;) perhaps led him 
to attach more weight to the outcome and leading features 

1 'We use the expression, 
"Aristotle the historian," for our 
conviction is that the first prize 
after Thucydides in Greek histori-

cal writing falls of right to him ' 
(A. Hug, Studien aus dem class
ischen Alterthum p. 56). 
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of Greek civilization than they altogether deserved. The 
same broad principle which underlies his defence of the 
household, of several property, of Tragedy and poetry 
generally, led him to def end slavery and to rest content 
with the existing position and education of the fem ale sex. 
But it also involved the abandonment of that attitude of 
sweeping antagonism to the Actual which Plato at one 
time took up. Political Philosophy might well be content 
to bear itself as the child of its race and time; its business 
was rather to correct than to create anew. 

We see, then, that the metaphysics of Aristotle pointed 
to a new conception of the problem and method of Political 
Science. But the difference between Plato's treatment of 
the subject and Aristotle's is no mere accident of their 
metaphysics; it reflects a thorough difference of character 
and aim. To Plato a more or less ideal view of politics 
probably seemed the only view worth taking. The question 
that interests him is what the State ought to be. The 
technical side of politics-the question, for instance, how 
a democracy is constituted, or even how it should be con
stituted so as to be durable-interests him hardly at all. 
He found the claims of Justice to be something more than 
a conventionality seriously impugned, and his aim was to 
raise her from the dust, and to show that her indwelling 
presence is that which makes both States and individuals 
happy. Politics is to him a more concrete sort of Ethics; 
we learn to know Justice and Temperance better by view
ing them enshrined in a congenial State. 

Plato seemed to Aristotle to have grappled with only one 
of the problems of Political Science, and to have failed to 
solve even that. He had constructed two ideal States, the 
second diverging to some extent from the first, but resting 
in reality on the same principle, the supremacy of the few 
wise. This supremacy was based in the Republic on the 
willing assent of the soldiers and landowners of the State; 
in the Laws on ingenious constitutional devices, by which 
the majority was deluded with a semblance of power. 
Aristotle held that neither basis was satisfactory, but his 
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main objection to Plato's ideal was that it failed to do that 
which the best State exists to do-it failed to realize the 
best and most desirable life. 

He differs from Plato as to the nature of happiness. To 
Plato Justice is Happiness; Aristotle, on the contrary, holds 
that full happiness belongs only to those who possess all 
the virtues, including speculative excellence ( <To¢Ca ), and 
who, besides, possess adequate external means, and that it 
implies not only virtue endowed with adequate external 
means, but life in accordance with it. That State is not 
the best in which all the citizens are not capable of 
living the best life and steadily purposed to live it. The 
best State is that in which the men of full virtue are not a 
mere handful, but the whole State, and are numerous enough 
to form a complete citizen-body-in which they have all 
the external conditions of the best life, and also adjunct 
dependent classes, not included in the citizen-body, to 
emancipate them from 'necessary work.' The best State 
is a brotherhood of men of full stature, intellectual and 
moral, animated by a common aim-the aim of living 
and helping each other to live the noblest life, active 
and speculative, that men can live. Aristotle purges the 
citizen-body of the feebler elements that Plato had left 
in it 1, and launches it on a fuller and more aspiring life. 
The State at its best exists, in his view, not for the protec
tion of the weaker elements of its citizen-body-no weak 
elements must find a place within it-but for the full
pulsed life of the strong men of whom it is composed-for 
the unimpeded exercise of every noble human faculty. It 
exists, not that the wise may shelter the weak, though this 
they will do, but that the wise may live the life of the 
wise. No infraction of justice or of the common good 
must take place-the weak must be gainers by their share 
in the best State-but those who can live the true life 
must have the fullest opportunity of doing so. The State 
does not exist that they may minister to the common herd, 
and develope in them that imperfect type of virtue and 

1 In the Republic, at all events. 
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happiness of which alone they are capable, though this will 
be one of their cares ; it exists that they may realize the 
best life possible to man ; it is in their life that the State 
attains its true end. 

It was a principle of Aristotle's Teleology that every
thing exists for the sake of the noblest work it can do and of 
the element which does it, and he could not refuse to apply 
this principle to the State. His view, of course, jars on 
modern feeling 1 , but it is not difficult to see how he came 
to hold it. 

His is in some respects a bolder and more ideal concep
tion of the best State than Plato's, for it requires in the 
citizen a more varied combination of goods, and calls on 
him to live a life of perfect and many-sided manhood. 
But if Aristotle's Political Philosophy is in some respects 
more ideal than Plato's, it is also more practical. He sees 
that constitutions must be suitable to the communities to 
which they are applied, and that the best constitution, pre
supposing as it does an exceptional share of the favours of 
Nature and Fortune, is in nine cases out of ten inapplicable. 
Thus a new department needs to be added to Political 
inquiry. Hitherto Political Science had been so busy in 
creating new worlds that it had failed to map the rugged 
region through which the Statesman had actually to pick 
his way. He must no longer be left without guidance. 
He must be shown not only what is the best constitution, 
but what is the best constitution attainable in the particular 
case ; he must further learn how to construct any given 
constitution 2, and how, when constructed, it can be made 
to last as long as possible; he must learn, still further, what 
constitution is at once satisfactory and attainable by most 
communities. The statesman, again, must cease to suppose 
that democracy and oligarchy have each of them only one 

1 Contrast with it the view of 
Condorcet, that 'all institutions 
ought to have for their aim the phy
sical, intellectual, and moral ame-
1 ioration of the poorest and most 
numerous class. This is the peo-

ple' (J. Morley, Rousseau 2. 190). 
2 Cp. Eth. Nie. I. II. IIOia 3, 

1Ca8a11"f p Kat <TTpaT1JYCJll aya8ov Tei> 11"a
poVTL <TTpaT071"EO<:.> x.prwBut 71"0AE/J.LICOO
Tarn, 1eal <TICUTOTO/J.OV fie TWJI oo8iJJTwv 
<TICUTWV KaAAL<TTOll vrroo17µ.a Tl"OLELJJ. 
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form: the varieties of both these constitutions must be 
pointed out to him, and he must be taught in how many 
different ways these varieties can be conjoined; he will 
thus be enabled intelligently to repair and reinvigorate 
existing constitutions. Lastly, he must learn what laws are 
suitable to each constitution 1• 

The Political Science of Aristotle, though still ethical in 
aim, concerns itself more largely with the technical side of 
politics than that of Plato. It concerns itself not only with 
the construction of an ideal State, but also with the im
provement of the constitution and administration of the 
actual State; nay, it even undertakes to show how any 
given constitution, good or bad, is to be constructed ; it 
points out how we are to construct an extreme oligarchy 
or democracy 2• Even here, however, the ethical point of 
view is not wholly lost sight of, for these constitutions must 
be constructed so as to last (8 (6). 5. 1319 b 33 sqq.), and 
they cannot last unless their worst f ea tu res are removed or 
softened. 

We seem to pass at the commencement of the Sixth Contrast 

B k · h II d f I" · 1 · · between oo mto a w o y new epartment o po 1tica inquiry. the three 

An attempt is indeed made to soften the transition by concluding 
. h s· h B k k" h d books of representmg t e 1xt oo as ta mg up t e unexecute the Politics 

portion of the programme of the Third. The Third Book and
1
.the 

ear 1er 
had enumerated six constitutions: two of these, Kingship ones. 

and Aristocracy, have now, we are told, been dealt with, 
and it remains to treat of the four others. Some imperfect 
forms of Aristocracy, however, are described in the Sixth 
Book, and much is said about Kingship in the Seventh. 
Besides, the principle on which the enumeration of six 
constitutions in the Third Book was based is left far in the 
rear. We were there told that six constitutions exist 
because there are three possible supreme authorities ( Kvpia) 
-the One or the Few or the Many-and these three 
supreme authorities may govern in one or other of two 

1 Pol. 6 (4). r. 2 8 (6). 4. 1319 b I sqq. 
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different ways-either for their own advantage or for the 
advantage of the State. Even there, indeed, we learnt 
rather to rest the division of constitutions on their varying 
opo!>-On the attribute to which they respectively award 
supremacy. But now the diversity of constitutions is made 
to rest on their varying combination of varying parts of 
a State. 

We are conscious also in the Sixth and two following 
books of a change in the spirit of the inquiry. 'Ar.opl,m 
well-nigh disappear. The discussions bristle with historical 
facts, and throughout them the aim of giving assistance to 
the practical statesman acquires a new prominence. It had 
not been wholly absent before, but now its presence is 
constantly felt. Political Science must know how to con
struct any constitution and how to amend existing constitu
tions; it must know how to furnish each constitution with 
laws appropriate to it ; and it cannot know these things 
unless it has come to know how large is the number of 
constitutions-how many shades of each constitution exist. 
A minute technical study of each constitution and all its 
sub-forms thus becomes necessary. The Seventh Book even 
carries us into questions of administration, and shows how 
constitutions must be administered if they are to be 
durable. 

The three books are evidently the work of a man 
thoroughly familiar with the Greek State-its varieties 
of organization, its administration, and its constitutional 
history-and adding to his thorough knowledge the skill 
to suggest improvements both of a broad and a minute 
kind. The ideal point of view is now thrown aside, and 
the conception of the end of the State, which had played 
so great a part in its ideal reconstruction, is hardly at all 
brought to bear on its amendment. We recognize an echo 
of the earlier teaching when the moderately well-to-do 
(µE<rni) are selected for rule because they are more rational 
than either the very rich or the very poor, and more 
capable both of ruling and being ruled as freemen should 
rule and be ruled. Aristotle, however, has done with the 
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ideal State; he now assumes a wholly different tone, and 
seeks to do all that can be done for the State not specially 
favoured by Nature and Fortune. 

The books with which we have now to do are written 
with a breadth of view which no practical statesman could 
have approached, to say nothing of the constitutional and 
historical knowledge they display, which no one but the 
collector of 158 constitutions probably possessed. Their 
author evidently belongs to the school of Theramenes ; he 
lays stress on doctrines on which we know that the more 
moderate wing of the popular party at Athens laid stress. 
One of the cardinal points of his political teaching was a 
cardinal point with Theramenes also-the principle that the 
well-wishers of a constitution must be stronger than its 
opponents, if the constitution is to stand 1, a principle which 
pointed to a somewhat broad-based constitution. But 
Theramenes was probably a stranger to the view that no 
single constitution is applicable everywhere, and that the 
social conditions of a State go far to determine its poli
tical constitution. He would have had neither the inclination 
nor the capacity to advise every form of constitution-not 
only the Polity, but Kingship, nay even Tyranny and the 
extreme forms of Democracy and Oligarchy-how to make 
the best of itself. If he had attempted to advise statesmen 
how to govern so as to avoid revolution, his teaching 
would probably have been far more unscrupulous and 
Machiavelian, and far less really wise, than the teaching 
of Aristotle in the Seventh Book. Even the extremest 
varieties of the deviation-forms are taught by Aristotle to 
be in their own interest as righteous as they can be. His 
advice to them, indeed, is sometimes open to the objection 
that it asks them in effect to cease to be what they are. 
Nor would Theramenes, or anybody but a philosopher 
with a strong faith in education, have pronounced the chief 
omission of the actual State to be its omission to produce 
in its citizens by training a character and behaviour suitable 

1 Compare Xen. Hell. 2. 3. 
19-20 : 2. 3. 42, 44 with Aristot. 

Pol. 7 (5). 9. 1309 b 16 sq. : 8 (6). 
6. 1320 b 25 sq. 
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to the constitution 1• Laws, Aristotle holds, require to be 
supported by an appropriate type of character (~Oos), which 
does not spring up of itself, but needs to be produced by 
discipline and culture. 

We feel that political inquiry has passed from the hands 
of idealists and partisans into those of one whose patience 
and grasp of detail have been matured in unimpassioned 
studies, and above all in the study of animate nature. 
Aristotle studies a constitution as he might study an 
animal, or perhaps with even more sympathetic care, 
for in politics he may hope to amend what he finds. 

It would have been well for Greece if political inquiry 
had continued to follow the same quiet and fruitful path. 
But this, we shall find, was not to be. 

Questions The following passage (6 (4). 2. 1289 b 12-26) seems 
arising as 
to the pro- to supply us with a programme of the remainder of the 
gthramme of Politics :-~µ'iv OE 7rpWTOV JAEV oiatpETeov 'TfOCTat oiacf>opal. TWV 

econ· 
tents of the 'TfOALTEtwv, EL7rEp ~crnv ELOrJ 'TfAELova T~S TE OrJJAOKpaTlas 
last three , ~ , , , ,, , , , , , , 
books Kat TrJS 01\Lyapxias, E'TfEtTa ns KOLVOTaTrJ KaL ns aipETwTaTrJ 

which µETa T~V apLCTT'Y)V 'TfOALTElav, Kav EL ns ltA.A.r] TErVXrJKEV aptcrTO-
seems to be , , ~ ~ , , ~ , , , 
given us in KpanKrJ Kat CTVVECTTwcra KaA.ws, aA.A.a Tat!> 7rAflCTTatS apµorrovcra 
6 (4) 2 f\ I ' >f \ ~ >f\ \ I I < I ( f 

8 
'b ' 7f0/\ECTL, TLS ECTTLV, E7TflTa KaL TWV al\/lWV TLS TtCTW atpET'Y) Taxa 

J2 9 12 ' ,.., ' ' I I ,... ' I ,.. J 
sqq. yap Tois µw avayKata OrJJAOKpana µaA.A.ov oA.iyapxias, mis o 

'1 ~ \ \ ' I ) \ ~' ~ I f ~ ~ e f aVTrJ µa1\l\OV EKHVrJS , JAETa uE Tavra, nva Tpo7rov ufl Ka icrravaL 

TOV {3ovA.oµEVOV ravras Tas 'TfOALTdas, A.eyw OE OrJJAOKparlas TE 

Kae' gKaCTTOV Eioos Kal 7rctALV oA.iyapxCas, TlA.os OE 'TfctVTWV 

TOVTWV orav 'TfOLrJCTWµEOa crvvr6µws T~V EVOfXOJA,VrJV JAVELaV, 

7rHparlov E7rEA0E'i:v, rtvH cf>Oopal Kal TLVES crwrrJpCai Twv 'TfOAL

THwv IWL Kowfi Kai. xwpls EKctCTT'Y)S, Kai. OLa Ttvas alrtas ravra 

µaALCTTa ytvEcrOai 7rlcf>vKEV. 

If we compare this enumeration of questions to be 
treated with the list of political problems with which the 
Sixth Book begins, we shall find that it omits all reference 
to one or two of them. Thus, though at the outset of the 
book we are told that one of the questions which the 
political inquirer has to consider is, what la\YS are the best 

1 Pol. 7 (5). 9. 131oa 1zsqq. 
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and which are appropriate to each constitution 1, we are not 
prepared in the programme for any future treatment of this 
subject 2

• Nor again is the programme in full harmony 
with the discussions which follow. We find in c. 9. r 294 a 
30 sqq. an account of the way in which polities and aristo
cracies (cp. 1294 b 40 sq.) are to be constructed, though 
the programme does not prepare us for any treatment of 
this question; all that it promises us is an account of the 
way in which each variety of oligarchy and democracy is to 
be constructed. We also gather that this question will be 
treated before the question of the causes of change in con
stitutions and the means of preserving them is dealt with; 
but if this order is to be followed, we shall have to place 
the Eighth (or old Sixth) Book before the Seventh (or old 
Fifth), a course which we can hardly take without entang
ling ourselves in fresh difficulties. 

Again, the programme hardly prepares us for the dis
cussions which we find in the three concluding chapters 
of the Sixth Book, so far at all events as they relate to 
other constitutions than oligarchy and democracy. Nor 
again does the programme prepare us for the treatment of 
<TVvovacri.toC-constitutions combining an oligarchical deli
berative and magisterial organization with an aristocratic 
judiciary, and the like-which we are promised at the out
set of the Eighth Book, though the subject is not, in fact, 
dealt with in what we have of the Politics. 

Some may suspect that this programme has been added 
by a later hand. It may be urged, however, on the other 
side, that an interpolator would probably have made it 
correspond better with the sequel, and that rigid precision 
is not much studied by Aristotle. It is not impossible 
that here as elsewhere he may have been led in working 
out the subject to deviate somewhat from his announced 

1 Cp. 3. 15. 1286 a 5. 
2 The first four chapters of the 

Sixth Book, as will be pointed out 
elsewhere (see Appendix A), seem 
to be in a somewhat chaotic state, 
though it is not easy to say how 

they came to be so. It is not 
therefore surprising that discre
pancies should exist between the 
list of political problems given in 
the first chapter and the pro
gramme given in the second. 
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track. The Seventh Book may well be an indepen
dent treatise not originally planned to form a part of 
a larger work, but there are evident advantages to be 
gained by inserting it before, and not after, the question of 
the true mode of organizing democracies and oligarchies 
comes up for treatment. There is much in the Seventh 
Book to prepare us for the recommendations of the Eighth. 
The main aim in these recommendations is to secure that 
the constitution shall be durable (8 (6). 5. 1319 b 33 sq.: 
6. i320 b 30-1321 a 4). The secret of permanence both in 
oligarchies and in democracies, and especially in the former, 
is moderation-an avoidance of those abuses of power which 
alienate the rich in the one constitution and the poor 
in the other. The necessity of bearing in mind the lessons 
of the Seventh Book is, in fact, dwelt upon in a passage 
which is the less likely to be an interpolation, that it cannot 
easily be detached from the context in which we find it (8 
(6). 5. 1319 b 37-1320 a 4). 

Sketch of It would carry us too far if we were to attempt here 
e~t~~~-the more than a rapid survey of the teaching of the last three 
Sixth books of the Politics. 
Book:
I. Many 
varieties 
both of 
oligarchy 
and demo
cracy: 
strong dis
similarity 
between 
the mode-

The broad object which Aristotle has in view in the 
Sixth Book is to uproot the general impression that there 
are but two or three constitutions-monarchy, oligarchy, 
and democracy (6 (4). 8. 1294 a 25)-or at the outside four 
-these three and aristocracy (6 (4). 7. 1293 a 37 sq.)
and that oligarchy and democracy have each of them only 
one form 1• The statesman who allows himself to fall into 

'Demosthenes,' says Hug 
(Studien aus dem classischen 
Alterthum p. 71), 'in common 
with the practical statesmen of 
his time, treated Oligarchy and 
Monarchy (i.e. Tyranny) as con
stitutions similar in principle, and 
distinguished them sharply from 
Democracy. There are thus, ac
cording to him, virtually only two 
principal forms of constitution
Democracy and Oligarchy: Mon-

archy is merely an exaggerated 
form of Oligarchy .... This was 
the dominant view of the fourth 
century before Christ, so far as the. 
current opinion of the time is con
cerned. It is connected with the 
notion which we often find ex
pressed in the writings of Demo
sthenes and others, that Demo~ 
cracy is the constitution under 
which the laws rule, or at any 
rate should rule, while in l\Ion-
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error as to the number of constitutions is, in Aristotle's rate and 
· · 1 H r ·1 · h 1. d extreme opm10n, ost. e 1a1 s to recogmze t e po 1ty, an to see forms of 

how different it is in spirit and aim from oligarchy and each. 

democracy; he fails to see how vastly superior some forms 
of oligarchy and democracy are to others, and he runs the 
risk of travestying each form and sub-form of constitution 
by giving it an inappropriate organization-by clothing 
a moderate oligarchy or democracy in the institutions of 
an extreme one, or vice versa. Aristotle's aim, however, 
probably was not only to save the designer of a State from 
committing constitutional solecisms, but to draw attention 
to the less defective varieties of the deviation-forms, and to 
remind his contemporaries that a democracy might be a 
democracy without being an extreme democracy. 

It is thus that at the very outset of the book we find 
frequent assertions that there are many constitutions and 
many forms of oligarchy and democracy. There are as 
many different forms of constitution as there are possible 
combinations of possible forms of each of the parts of the 
State 1 • Till the statesman knows how many different forms 
of oligarchy and democracy there are, he cannot improve 
existing constitutions, nor can he fit out each constitution 
with appropriate laws (c. r. u89 a 5-15). Each form of 
oligarchy and democracy reflects the predominance of a 
different supreme authority: in the moderate democracy, for 
instance, the cultivators have the predominance and generally 
those who possess a moderate amount of property, and it is 
not till 'revenues' ( 7Tpo<YoooL) are forthcoming from some 
source or other, which can be used to enable the poorest of 
the poor to take an active part in public affairs, that demo-

archy and Oligarchy the rulers 
attend only to their own convic
tions or caprice, laws being either 
non-existent or unobserved.' Aris
totle combats the doctrine that 
there are but two constitutions, 
Oligarchy and Democracy, in 6 (4). 
3. 1290 a 1 I sqq., and his teaching 
is that Oligarchy is not necessarily 
at all more lawless than Demo-

cracy : there are forms of each of 
these constitutions in which the 
laws are supreme, and also forms 
in which they are not so. 

1 On the third and fourth chap
ters, which seem to give two in
consistent accounts of the parts 
of the State, without distinctly 
substituting the one for the other, 
see Appendix A. 
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cracy becomes extreme. Thus the classes which have the 
upper hand in these two forms of democracy are quite 
different from one another. The same thing is then shown 
to hold of oligarchy also. 

Aristotle's object seems to be to make it clear that the 
extreme oligarchy and democracy differ toto caclo from the 
moderate oligarchy and democracy, and are really more like 
Tyrannies than the constitution whose name they bear, and 
that the statesman would go altogether astray who, de
ceived by the common name and failing to take account of 
this difference, should organize a moderate democracy or 
oligarchy as an extreme democracy or oligarchy should be 
organized. If democracy means freedom and equality for 
all, then the moderate democracy is in a truer sense demo
cracy than the extreme, for under it both rich and poor 

share in power (c. 4. 1291 b 31-1292 a 37). He also makes 
it clear, by connecting the extreme democracy with large 
cities and abundant revenues ( l 293 a 2 sq.), that it is only 
in place here and there. The same thing is shown to be 
true of the extreme oligarchy, for this also has its appro
priate social conditions; it exists where cavalry is the most 
effective military force, for, in the mind of the Greek, 
cavalry presupposes a class of brnorp6cpoi, and the innorp6¢oi 

of Greece were the wealthiest of its wealthy men. 
Aristotle abstains for the moment from pressing his ex

amination of oligarchy and democracy further. He is con
tent to have distinguished the more moderate from the 
more extreme forms of each, and to have pointed out the 
circumstances under which the various forms arise. Plato 
had spoken in the Republic, as Aristotle remarks in a later 

book (7 (5)· 12. 1316 b 25), as if there were only one form 
of oligarchy and one of democracy, and hence the care with 
which Aristotle insists on the fact that each has several 
forms. It is still a truth, and an important truth, that a 
democracy of wages-receiving labourers and artisans is a 
totally different thing from a democracy of small farming 
proprietors, and that a close hereditary oligarchy, in which 
the privileged class is very small, is a totally different 
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thing from an open oligarchy resting on a moderate pro
perty-qualification. So far as we can see, Aristotle was the 
first to call attention to these important facts. 

He passes on in the Seventh Chapter from oligarchy and 2. Mi:ced 

d t h , f . . h . const1tuemocracy o two ot er 1orms o const1tut10n-t e ansto- tions :-

cracy, commonly so called, and the polity-the latter of~- the . ~~~ 
which appears to have escaped the notice of those \vho Tia impro-

sought to enumerate the various kinds of constitution ( c. 7. pelrllydso ca e . 
r293 a 40), though there were constitutions to which the 
name was commonly applied (6 (4)· 8. 1293 b 34: 6 (4). 13. 
I 29 7 b 24 ). It is clear that in the ordinary use of language 
the term ·aristocracy' was applied to constitutions which 
Aristotle did not think worthy of the name. It was applied 
to combinations of oligarchy and democracy which inclined 
towards oligarchy, while combinations of oligarchy and 
democracy inclining towards democracy were called polities 
(6 (.+). 8. 1293 b 34 sqq.: 7 (5). 7. i307 a I5 sq.). Aristotle 
explains at some length in the Eighth Chapter of the Sixth 
Book how the t~rm ' aristocracy ' had come to be thus 
used 1, and argues that it ought properly to be reserved for 
constitutions which take account not only of wealth and 
numbers, oligarchy and democracy, but also of virtue, and 
that all constitutions which take account of wealth and 
numbers only should be called 'polities.' In strictness, 
indeed, the only constitution which, in his view, deserves 
to be called an aristocracy is that which he has described 
in the 'first discussions' ( 7rpwroi /\.6yoi) of the Politics ; still 
he sees that there are constitutions which pay some regard 
to virtue in elections to office, and that these need to be 
distinguished from oligarchies on the one hand and polities 
on the other ; he will not therefore refuse them the name of 
aristocracies ( 6 ( 4 ). 7. 1293 b I sqq.). Nor does he even 

1 How common was the con
fusion between aptU'TOKpaTia (the 
rule of the best) and oligarchy
a confusion which still appears in 
our own use of the word ' aris
tocracy '-may be seen from c. 
12. 1297 a 7 sqq., where Aristotle 

complains that even men whose 
intention was to found aristo
cratical constitutions resorted to 
sophistical devices ( U'ocf>i1Tµam) 
intended covertly to secure pre
ponderance to the rich. 

VOL. I. K k 
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insist in the Seventh Chapter, notwithstanding what he says 
in the Eighth, on denying the name to those combinations 
of oligarchy and democracy inclining towards oligarchy, 
to which it was commonly conceded. Thus he reckons as 
aristocracies, in addition to the best constitution, not only 
those constitutions which, like the Carthaginian, take account 
of virtue, wealth, and numbers, or, like the Lacedaemonian, 
take account of virtue and numbers only, but also, though 
he places them lowest on the list (rpfrov, i293 b 20), those 
combinations of wealth and numbers which incline towards 
oligarchy (1293 b 14 sqq.: cp. 7 (5). 7. i307 a 10 sqq.). 
The aristocracy, we see, is, in all forms of it save the ideal 
form, a mixed constitution in the sense in which Aristotle 
uses the term. It is mixed, not because it divides power 
between king, nobles, and people, but because two or more 
of the social elements which can justly claim power in a 
State share power within it. 

Next, he turns to the polity, a mixture of wealth and 
numbers, or of oligarchy and democracy, and therefore 
better discussed now that oligarchy and democracy have 
been discussed than before. We have already seen that, 
in opposition to the common view, Aristotle prefers to 
regard as polities all mixed constitutions which take account 
only of wealth and numbers, and not of virtue, though he 
does not always adopt this classification, but occasionally 
(e.g. in 6 (4). 7. 1293 b 20 and 7 (5). 7. 1307 a 10 sqq.) falls 
in with the popular view on the subject. 

Having now sufficiently marked off the polity from the 
aristocracy, Aristotle proceeds (c. 9) to ask, in what \Vay the 
constitution which is known as a 'polity' comes into being, 
and how it should be instituted 1. Aristotle holds that the 
polity deserved more attention than it often received, and 
he makes it one main object of the Sixth Book to draw 
attention to this neglected constitution. He describes in 
detail the way in which it is instituted and organized. The 

1 Cp. c. I. 1288 b 28, lJ.'i yap 
Kal T~v lJo8EtCTav lJvvaCT8ai 8erupEtV 
1e apx~· T£ 'ITW> llv yivoirn, Kat YEVO• 

JJ.fll1J Tlva TPO'ITOll &11 CT&i(o1To 'ITAEt· 
CTTOll )(pOllOV. 
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framer of a polity must effect a fusion of oligarchy and 
democracy. Sometimes he will adopt an institution from 
both, sometimes he will steer a midway course between them, 
sometimes he will borrow partly from the one, partly from 
the other. He may count himself successful, if the constitu
tion framed by him can be called both a democracy and an 
oligarchy. 

A short notice of Tyranny follows, which shows that even 3. Tyranny. 

Tyranny has more kinds than one ; and now Aristotle is 
free to turn to the question which stands next in the pro
gramme. What is the best constitution for most States- Whatisthe 
r h · · best constiior t ose which are not specially favoured by Nature and tution for 

Fortune nor provided with an exceptionally good system m
5 

ost ? 
. b~ 

of traming? It is that which gives power neither to the very 
rich nor to the very poor, but to men of moderate means. 
Men thus situated are more ready than others to obey 
reason 1; they are capable both of ruling and being ruled, 
whereas the very rich from childhood upwards will not 
hear of being ruled, and the very poor are incapable of 
ruling and are as slavish as the others are masterful. A 
State of very rich and very poor men is a State of slave
owners and slaves, the former contemptuous, the latter 
envious ; it has nothing of social friendship and unity 2• It 

1 The meaning of the words, suggestion, that Aristotle's mean
ert fl 1}KL<r6' O~TOL cpvXapxovuL Kai ing in the passage of the Politics 
fJovXapxovu111' rnvrn a' aµ.cporEpa before us is, that the moderately 
fJXa{3Epa rnls 7ToAEuiv (c. 11. 1295 b well-to-do class was little given 
12), is very doubtful, and they to undertaking these costly and 
have therefore been passed over ruinous public burdens (Eth. Nie. 
in the brief sketch given in the 4. 5. I 122 b 19 sqq.), which he 
text of the contents of this chapter. himself regards as detrimental to 
Perhaps, however, if we read the State. The office of {3ovXapxos 
cpvXapxovu1 (not cf>1Xapxovu•), some ('President of the Boule,' Gilbert, 
light is thrown on them by Oecon. Griech. Staatsalt. 2. 123) may 
2. 1347 a 11, ouo1 n rpiYJpapx£'i11 ~ have been one of those mentioned 
cpvXapxE'i11 ~ xopriyE'i11 1f riva ds in Pol. 8 (6). 7. 1321 a 31 sqq., to 
fripav roiavrriv AHrovpylav 1/µ.EAAov which the duty of giving great 
aa?Tavav, Where cpvAapXELV is pro- Sacrificial feasts attached, and 
bably used (see Gottling's note, may have so far resembled that 
Aristot. Oecon. p. 102) of persons of the fortaT<JJP; perhaps, indeed, 
undertaking the public burden of it was a still more costly office. 
feasting their fellow-tribesmen ( cp. 2 Aristotle evidently has in his 
fonarwp, €urlau1s). It is possible, mind Plato, Laws 7 56 E, ~ µ.€11 
therefore, if one may hazard the aipEUIS OVT(J) y1yvoµ.iv11 /J.ECTOJI tw exoi 

K k 'Z 
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is the nature of the State, however, to be an union of likes 
and equals, and it succeeds best in being so where the men 
of moderate means are strong. Lastly, the moderately 
well-to-do class is the class which is least exposed to over
throw, for neither do those who belong to it covet the 
goods of others nor are their goods coveted by the needy 1• 

Hence the best constitution is that which gives power to 
this class : the State is very fortunate whose citizens possess 
enough but not too much. This constitution is alone free 
from civil trouble (<Tra<Tis)2, for it is the existence of a 
large moderately well-to-do class in large cities that makes 
them less liable to civil disturbance, and democracies 
are for the same reason safer and more durable than 
oligarchies. A democracy, in fact, is in peril, when this 
class is absent and the numbers of the poor are in excess. 
The reason why the constitution which gives power to men 
of moderate means is of rare occurrence is in part that the 
moderately well-to-do class is often small, in part that 
those who have attained a position of supremacy in Greece 
have hardly ever favoured its introduction : besides, men 
have everywhere now become so heated by a long con
tinuance of party-conflict that they are indisposed to com
promise; they will not share power with those of the 
opposite party; they prefer either to conquer or to submit. 

What con- There are, however, cases in which the constitution must 
stitution is 
best under be either a democracy or an oligarchy, the social balance 
given cir- declaring itself clearly in either one way or the other. 
cumstances . 
(-rt~ -r:Ow What 1s to be done in these cases? \Ve thus reach the 
i~t~:~ir- next question in the programme. ·what constitution is 

µovapxucTj!> 1<al ll1Jp.01<pan1<Tj!> iroA.i
TEiaso, ~!> llEL llE'i f..1.HFEUELV -r?v 7TOAL-

' ~ _, ' . ' ~ ' 
T:iav~ UOVl\OL' yap av • l<at UECT7TOTa& 
OVI< av 7TOTE yuotVTO ¢1A.oi. 

1 The µ€<Tot iroX'imi of Aristotle 
are, of course, not to be con
founded with a modern 'middle 
class.' They are ' moderately 
well-to-do' people. Still we may 
compare with Aristotle's picture 
of the µ£<Tot James Mill's enthu-

siastic description of the middle 
class of a modern State in his 
Essay on Government (quoted 
by Lord Macaulay, Miscellaneous 
Writings I. 315). 

2 6 (4). 11. 1296a 7, µ6vTJ yap 
aCTrnCTlaCTToso: contrast Plato, Rep. 
464 D, where Plato says of those 
who have all things in common
o8Ev ll? viro.pxEL TOUTOL!> ll<TTaCTLclCTTOI!> • EtJlat. 
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most suitable to those who are specially situated ( rfr 7TOAt- cumstanc~s 
1 1 , , , { ) favour oh-

TELa n1n Kai 7r0La crvµcpEpEt no Ol<; ? garchy or 

The broad principle to be kept in view is this, that those democracy, 

h . . . how should 
'" o are m favour of the const1tut10n must be stronger than the Jaw-

those who are against it. Every State is made up of re:~r?pr~i 
quality (free birth, wealth, education, noble birth) and they favour 

quantity (numbers). Quality and quantity may be in dif- f~~~fci~~: 
ferent hands, and those who have the advantage in point polit~ be 

f b h f . h" const1-
0 num ers may not surpass t e ew m t is respect so tuted? 

much as they are surpassed by them in quality. In this 
case the conditions point to oligarchy, and one form or 
another of oligarchy will tend to prevail according to the 
nature and degree of the superiority possessed by the few. 
If, on the other hand, the few are more surpassed in numbers 
than they surpass the rest in quality, then the conditions 
point to democracy, and to that one of the various forms of 
democracy which answers to the variety of demos that 
happens to be in excess. Still in either case the legislator 
may and should win the men of moderate means to the side 
of the constitution. If the social conditions oblige him to 
found an oligarchy, he should keep them in view ; if a 
democracy, he should constitute it so as to conciliate them. 

So far we have had to do with the case of the rich or the 
poor possessing a decided social predominance, but now we 
will take the case of the men of moderate means being pre
dominant. Wherever this class preponderates over rich 
and poor put together or over either of these classes 
singly, there the legislator is no longer forced to make 
his State a democracy or an oligarchy; he is free to es
tablish a durable polity 1, for the rich will never combine 

1 6 (4). 12. 1296 b_ 39, lvrnv8' 
lv'f!tXETUL 'lrOALTEiav EiVaL µovtp.011. 
These words have usually been 
translated-' here it is possible for 
a durable constitution' (not Polity) 
' to exist ' ; and this rendering 
may be correct, for democracy 
and oligarchy are elsewhere said 
not to be durable constitutions (7 
(5). 1. 1302 a 4, oMEpia yap poviµos 

lK r&iv Towvroov woXirn&iv); but we 
look for the mention of a definite 
form of constitution in this pas
sage, for not only are democracy 
and oligarchy mentioned in the 
corresponding sentences, 1296 b 
26, 32, but the question under 
consideration is, ris woAtTEia riui 
uvµ<J>lpn (cp. 8 (6). I. 1317 a 10, 
rrola µf.v oi)v 'f!'Jp.OKparia wpo~ rrolav 
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with the poor against the moderately well-to-do. A con
stitution which gives power to this class is the fairest and 
most inclusive possible, for you cannot give rich and poor 
successive turns of office-they distrust each other too 
much-the only plan is to set up an arbitrating authority 
between them, and the midway class is the natural arbi
trator1. 

The more wisely the polity is mixed, the more durable 
it will be. It is a mistake to do what many even of those 
whose intention is to found aristocratical constitutions 
do 2

• They are not content with the error of giving 
too much power to the rich ; they commit the further 
error of trying to deceive the demos. For false goods end 
sooner or later in real ills : the rich encroach, when the con
stitution gives them the upper hand (7 (5). 7. 1307 a 19), 
and their encroachments are more fatal to constitutions than 
those of the poor 3• Men sought by means of these devices 

d.pµOrrEl 7r0Aiv, &<raVroos ae Kal 1f'ola 
riii11 0Juyapxiw11 7rol~ 7rA~8f!, Kat riii11 
AOt7rWll lJ€ 7roAtrf!oov rl1; uvµ<f>ip!t 
rlu111, eiprirai 7rporepov). On the 
whole, therefore, it seems likely 
that 7roAirefov is used in 1296 b 40 
in the more restricted sense of 
Polity. 

1 Cp. de An. 2. II. 424 a 6, ro 
yap µiuo11 KpmK611· yiverai yap 7rpo1> 
EKarepo11 avrw11 86.upov TWIJ a1<pc.i11. 
It is evidently because the rela
tions of rich and poor in ancient 
Greece were very unfriendly and 
unsatisfactory, that Aristotle at
taches so much importance to the 
influence of the moderately well
to-do class. Under other social 
conditions its value might well be 
less. Aristotle notices elsewhere 
(7 (5). 10. 1310 b 40 sqq.), that 
the institution of Kingship in its 
best moments served a similar 
purpose, doing justice between 
rich and poor and sa\'ing each of 
these classes from being wronged 
by the other. l\Ionarchy has 
sometimes discharged this func
tion in the history of modern 
Europe. 

2 Cbarondas is referred to a 
little further on, 1297 a 23. But 
perhaps Plato is also among those 
who are alluded to. In Laws 
764 A he makes attendance at 
the assembly compulsory on the 
members of the first and second 
property-classes on pain of a fine 
of ten drachmae, but he imposes 
no fine for non-attendance on the 
members of the third and fourth 
property-classes, and leaves them 
free to attend or not, except when 
the rulers command the attend
ance of every one. \\'e have 
here one of the uo<f>luµara referred 
to by Aristotle (Pol. 6 (4). 13. 
1297 a 17 sqq.). Contrast also 
the language of Plato in Rep. 
459 c. 

8 Contrast the saying ,,-hich 
Menander puts into the mouth of 
one of his characters-

/µ£ [j' alJit<elrc.i r.AouUtof> Kat p.~ 
7r€11rif;· 

p~olJ ¢£p!t11 yap KpEtTTOIJ(i)IJ rvpa11-
11ilJa 

(Fab. Inc. Fragm. 68: Meineke, 
Fragm. Com. Gr. 4. 253). 
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covertly to discourage the participation of the poor in the 
popular assembly, in magistracies, in dicasteries, in the 
possession of heavy arms and the practice of military exer
cise. Democracies in their turn resorted to similar methods 
against the rich. 

Clearly, if the polity is to be fairly compounded, measures 
favouring the participation of the rich in political life should 
be combined with measures favouring the participation of 
the poor, for thus all will have a share of power. The 
citizen-body, however, should consist of none but those 
possessing heavy arms 1 ; not that any definite and invari
able property-qualification can be fixed; its amount must 
be the highest which will allow those who are enfranchised 
by the constitution to outnumber those who are not. The 
poor will be quiet enough, even though they do not share in 
office, if no one outrages or plunders them. A little kindly 
considerateness goes a long way with the poor. Thus they 
are apt to refuse to serve in time of war, if no promise of 
maintenance is made them, but, if maintenance is given, 
they serve cheerfully enough. 

Those who have borne heavy arms may perhaps be in
cluded in the citizen-body, as well as those who are actually 
bearers of them : in Malis both classes formed part of the 
citizen-body, but only those actually serving could be 
elected to State offices. 

If we look back to the earlier days of Greece-Aristotle 
is always careful to claim the sanction of antiquity for his 
proposals, when he can 2-we shall find that in the time 
which succeeded the era of kingship political power rested 
with those who fought for the State-originally with the 
knights, for the knights were the most effective soldiers; 
then when cities grew larger ( cp. 7 (5)· 5. 1305 a I 8 sq.) and 
the hoplites learnt better how to act together in organized 
bodies, the oligarchies were succeeded by what were once 

1 As the polity is evidently con
ceived to give rights to the poor 
as well as the rich, and therefore 
would seem to include poor men 
among its citizens, we must ap-

parently infer that poor men 
would be found even among the 
hoplites (cp. 8 (6). 7. 1321 a 12). 

2 Cp. 4 (7). 1329 a 40 sqq., and 
8 (6). 4. 1318 b 6 sqq. 
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called democracies, but would now be called polities. The 
moral of this historical retrospect appears to be, that if we 
follow the example of the ancient State, and give power to 
the class which is most eff cctive in war, we shall now give it 
to the moderately well-to-do class. 

Aristotle, we see, feels that Oligarchy is really almost as 
much an anachronism in his own day as Kingship. He 
sides with Theramenes, not with Critias. Plato has far 
more faith in the rule of a few than Aristotle. Aristotle is 
more alive to the necessity that the rulers of a State should 
have force on their side. To him the rule even of the Few 
Wise must inevitably be an insecure rule, for it is not in 
human nature to be content to see power always in the 
same hands, unless indeed there is a vast and unmistakable 
disparity of excellence, and the scanty body of rulers is not 
only intellectually and morally, but even physically, far 
above the ruled 1• His principle is that the well-\\·ishers of 
a constitution must be stronger than those who wish it ill ; 
and this will not often be the case unless the holders of 
power are a fairly numerous body. 

Reasons We shall best understand why Aristotle, like Theramenes 
which led 
Aristotle and probably Thucydides before him, was in favour of the 
to advo1~ate polity, if we bear in mind the characteristics of extreme 
the Po 1ty. 
Nature of democracy in Greece. In the extreme democracy-the 
tdheextreme example of Athens is naturally especially present to Aris-

ernocracy. 
totle's mind 2-the assembly and dicasteries were everything, 
and their meetings consequently needed to be very frequent. 

1 4 (7). 14. 1332 b 12 sqq. : cp. 
2. 5. 1264 b 6sqq. 

2 Democracies may well have 
existed more extreme than the 
Athenian, but it is hardly doubt
ful that, in Aristotle's opinion, 
most of the characteristics of a 
TEArnraia fl']µoKparla were traceable 
in that of Athens. \Ve need not 
appeal in proof of this to the 
language of the last chapter of 
the Second Book of the Politics 
(1274a 9sqq.)-a chapter the 
authenticity of which is open to 
question-nor to the saying about 

the Athenians ascribed to him in 
Diog. Laert. 5. 17, for it would 
seem from Pol. 6 (4). 4. 1292 a 7 
that the nA.rnraia lJ')µoKparla ex
isted wherever demagogues were 
found, and Aristotle can hardly 
have held that demagogues did 
not exist at Athens. It is true 
that the ypa</Jii rrapav6µwv still 
subsisted there, so that the laws 
were nominally supreme, but 
it is questionable how far it 
was regarded by Aristotle as an 
effectual check upon the dema
gogues. 
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The better-to-do section of the citizens had property or busi
ness to attend to, and even if they resided in the city or near 
it, and were not often called away to a distance, would find 
it hard to spare the time to be present at meetings which 
recurred so frequently; hence the poorer citizens, who had 
no property to distract their attention, who were well content 
with the State-pay, and who were always on the spot, seem 
in practice to have furnished far the largest contingent to 
the assembly and dicasteries. Aristotle even speaks as if 
the rich often ceased to attend (6 (4). 6. 1293 a 7 sq.: 
6 (-J.). 14. 1298 b 13 sqq.). They \Vere not compelled to 
attend by law; they could ill spare the time from their 
business engagements ; and the result was that the manage
ment of State-affairs was abandoned to a needy class led 
by demagogues. At Athens, in the earlier part of the 
Peloponnesian War, the assembly was probably very differ
ently constituted, for the well-to-do class had not yet been 
thinned by the war (Pol. 7 (5). 3. 1303 a 8 sq.: Isocr. de Pace, 
§ 88); but in the days of Plato and Aristotle most of the 
citizens seem to have been very poor. It is true that even 
then the Athenian assembly, like our own House of Com
mons, had great traditions ; it was also still susceptible of 
kindly and generous impulses. We need only read the 
interesting comparison of the Athenian and Carthaginian 
democracies which we find in the Political Precepts of 
Plutarch ( c. 3) to see this, for his remarks appear to apply 
both to the fourth and fifth centuries. We have no class 
among ourselves which corresponds at all to the poorest 
class of Athenian citizen-a class which, pauperised as it 
was, constantly sat in judgment on the plays and music 
and poetry of men of genius, hung on the lips of the best 
orators, and recognized even in its decline the greatness of 
Demosthenes and Menander. 

Still it could not be well for a State that its supreme 
deliberative authority should be an immense and unwieldy 
gathering, largely composed of very poor men and guided by 
demagogues. The wonder is that the rich suffered as little 
as they did. In the days of the Athenian Empire the 
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contributions of the dependent allies served to diminish the 
demands upon them, and it was not probably till the latter 
part of the fifth century that the wealthier class felt the 
full pressure of State-burdens. Isocrates describes how in 
his youth men displayed their wealth, while in the later 
years of his life they were glad to conceal it 1• Perhaps 
if we read between the lines of Xenophon's essay De Vec
tigalibus, we shall see how desirous the rich were of 
pointing out means of increasing the State-revenue other
wise than at their own expense 2• The moderately well-to
do seem indeed to have suffered more than the wealthiest 
class, till Demosthenes interfered and re-adjusted the pres
sure of taxation. Some burdens, it is evident, were far 
more willingly borne than others: men seem to have been 
ready enough to undertake choregiae and other liturgies 
which brought them prominently before the public (7 (5). 
8. 1309 a 17): the eisphora, on the other hand, was ex
tremely unpopular (8 (6). 5. l3ZO a zo). Ten times more 
bitterness of feeling, however, was produced in all proba
bility by the occasional resort of the dicasteries to 
confiscation, than by any kind of taxation (8 (6). 5. l3zo a 
4 sqq.). The paid dicast who lived by his calling was 
naturally tempted, when revenues from dependent allies or 
State-mines or similar sources fell short, to ensure his own 
subsistence by confiscating the property of some unpopular 
rich man for the benefit of the State. How often this 
occurred, we have no means of knowing, but the rich can 
never have felt absolutely secure at Athens. They seem, 
if we may trust Theopompus 3, to have often lived self
indulgent, dissolute lives, for which they had the excuse 
that they were little more than ciphers in the State; and 
the poorer freemen who were its masters naturally enough 
followed in the track of their betters and demanded that 
the State should provide generously for their amusements. 
Demosthenes might galvanize a society of this kind into 

1 De Antid. § r 59 sq. : Areo
paf" § 35. 

See, for instance, De Vect. 4. 

40 and 6. r. 
8 Fr. 238 : cp. Isocr. de Antid. 

§ 286 sq. 
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life by his eloquence, but he could not restore its vanished 
energies. The Athenian people of his day still retained 
their intellectual acuteness and their quickness of per
ception, but political greatness is more a question of 
character than intelligence, and Demades was not far from 
the truth, when he described Athens as a mere shadow of 
her former self. 

The extreme democracy, however, had other faults in 
the eyes of Aristotle than its treatment of the rich, and its 
habit of catering at their expense for the comfort and 
amusement of the poor. He held its worst fault to be its 
lawlessness. It destroyed the authority of the magistrates 
and the law, giving supremacy instead to the resolutions of 
the assembly, or in other words to the will of the dema
gogue and the humour of the moment. The State, he 
held, should be through its law the guide of man's life: 
the extreme democracy made it the mere creature of the 
momentary impulse of its members, and nullified its 
influence by insisting on every man being allowed to live 
as he pleased (8 (6). 2. 1317 b 10sqq.: 7 (5). 9. 13IO a 
25 sqq.). 

The root of the evil, Aristotle thought, lay in the extreme 
poverty of the mass of the holders of power (8 ( 6). 5. 1320 a 
33, OE~ TOV a) .. :ryewws OYJµOTLKOV opav l5nws TO nil.~(}os µ~ 11.(av 

lhopov fl, rovro yd.p a'trwv rov µoxeYJpcw Eivai r~v orJµoKpa
rlav ), which obliged them to minister to their own needs 
and to consult their own interests with as little regard to 
law as possible. Hence Aristotle advises genuine friends of 
democracy to purge the citizen-body of its pauper-element 
by giving the pauperised classes a helping hand, starting 
them in trade or farming, and thus enabling them to 
improve their position by industry. The surest way, how- The Polity. 

ever, to secure a sound constitution in which law would be 
supreme, and the magistrates would have real authority, 
was (wherever the social conditions were favourable) to 
institute a polity. Power must be given to those who 
would be neither too poor to possess self-respect nor rich 
enough to be overbearing. Such a class Aristotle found in 
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the moderately well-to-do or hoplite class. A citizen-body 
composed of the hoplites of the State would be neither 
too narrow and consequently insecure, nor too inclusive 
and consequently inferior. 

The broad outline of the Polity is already traced in the 
Nicomachean Ethics (8. lZ. II6o a 31 sqq.), where the name 
of Timocracy is suggested as preferable to that of Polity, and 
in the Second Book of the Politics, where we are told that 
it is a midway form between oligarchy and democracy, and 
that the hoplite class form the citizen-body in it (Pol. z. 6. 
1265 b z6 sqq.), a class which, we elsewhere learn (8 (6). 7. 
l 32 l a l 2 ), belongs rather to the well-to-do than the poor. 
We are further told in the Third Book (c. 7) that the mili
tary citizen-body which is supreme in the polity rules for 
the common advantage, and in c. 17 that offices are 'dis
tributed in it among the well-to-do according to desert,' 
which seems to imply that they are filled by election. 

We obtain a far more detailed picture of the polity, 
however, if we put together the scattered notices of it 
which we find in the Sixth Book of the Politics. 

The assembly of a polity, we gather, would not have a 
very great deal to do 1• Membership of it would be con
fined to those who possessed a moderate property-qualifi
cation (probably that implied in the possession of heavy 
arms), and it would have the right to decide questions of 
war and peace and to review the conduct of magistrates at;. 
the expiration of their term of office 2• It would differ from 
the assemblies of most democracies, and even from that of 
Solonian Athens, in resting on a property qualification 3 ; 

1 vVe find this confirmed by 
Pol. 2. 11. 1273a 4sqq., where 
the Carthaginian constitution is 
criticised as giving the popular 
assembly more power than a 
polity should give it. 

2 If We adopt the reading aptCT
TOKparta ~ 7rOA!TfLa in 6 ( 4). I 4· 
1298 b 7. 

" \Ve hear of democracies in 
which there was a property quali
fication for office (6 (4). 4. 1291 b 

39), but not often of democracies 
in which there was a property 
qualification for membership of 
the assembly. \\-e see, however, 
from 6 (4). 9. 1294 b 3 sq. that 
there were democracies in which 
a property-qualification of this 
kind existed. It perhaps existed at 
Aphytis and in other agricultural 
democracies (8 (6). 4. 1319a 14 
sqq.: cp. 6 (4). 6. 1292 b 25 sqq.). 
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still we learn from a passage of the Politics(6 (4)· 13. 1297 b 
24) that the constitutions which were known as polities in 
Aristotle's day had in earlier times been called democracies. 
In the later form of democracy the assembly met often; in 
the polity its meetings would be rare, and it would have 
little temptation to set itself above the law. 

The magistrates of a polity, on the other hand, would 
have considerable powers. None but citizens would be 
eligible for office, and the holders of office might, it would 
seem, be either elected or chosen by lot, or the two plans 
might be combined, or again some offices might be filled 
in the one way and others in the other. The plan by which 
successive sections of the citizen-body elected, suited well 
with a polity 1 ; and the election might be made out of all 
the citizens or only a part of them 2- It is evident that a 
polity would vary a good deal according to the mode in which 
its magistracies were filled. There would commonly perhaps 
be no separate property-qualification for office in a polity, 
though we hear of one polity in which a property-qualifi
cation for office existed, even after it had ceased to be 'a 
somewhat oligarchical kind of polity' (7 (5)· 7. 1307 a 27 
sqq.). The magistrates of a polity would probably be less 
wealthy than those of the moderate democracy (8 (6). 4. 
1318 b 27 sqq.) or of Solonian Athens, for the polity is 
conceived to consist largely of men ' like and equal ' ( 6 ( 4). 
II. 1295 b 25sqq.). 

The judicial organization of a polity would be such as to 
give a share of power both to the rich and to the poor. Either 
some of its dicasteries would be differently organized from 
others, the jurors of one sort of dicastery being taken from 
the general body of citizens, and those of the other from 
a special part of the citizen-body, or the two classes of jurors 

1 The arrangement by which at 
Carthage one of the most impor
tant magistracies of the State was 
appointed by self-elected Pentar
chies holding office for an excep
tionally long term is said to be 
suitable rather to ;i.n oligarchy 

than a polity (Pol. '.!. r r. r 273 a r 3 
sqq.). 

2 See the passage 6 (4). r 5. 
1300 a 34 sqq. : it belongs, how
ever, to a part of the Fifteenth 
Chapter the text of which is very 
uncertain, 
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would be combined in the same dicastery-the selection of 
jurors being made either by choice or lot or by the two 
methods combined. Measures would be taken to secure the 
presence of both rich and poor on the dicasteries, but there 
would be no very poor members, for the very. poor class 
would be excluded from citizenship. 

We see that the polity was not without some strikingly 
popular features : for instance, all magistrates might be 
appointed by lot, and the payment of jurors would be per
missible if the rich were compelled by fine to serve on the 
dicasteries. Still the powers of the assembly were small and 
those of the magistrates large. Its most prominent charac
teristics, however, were its legality, its freedom from class
government, and the equality of its citizens. It was not a 
society Of 'slave-owners and slaves' (oECT1TOTWV Kal OOVAWV 

n6A.is), but of freemen and men 'alike and equal' (6 (4). II. 

1z95 b 21 sqq.). It would differ in this from the moderate 
democracy and from the moderate oligarchy 1, and still more 
from such oligarchies as those of Larissa or Abydos (7 (5). 
6. 1305 b z8 sqq.), where the magistrates were oligarchical 
grandees who owed their election to the people and thus 
needed to court its favour. Oligarchies such as that of the 
Pantie Heracleia (1305 b 34 sq.), where the dicasteries were 
at one time composed of those outside the governing class 
( noA.frevµ,a), would also probably be quite unlike a polity. 

The State sketched by Plato in his Laws comes far 
nearer to the type of a polity than any of these ; Aristotle 
says himself that it seemed meant for a polity (z. 6. 1z65 
b z6). But Plato has not Aristotle's confidence in the 
hoplite class : the power which he gives them with one 
hand he takes back with the other, and the best of the 
richer citizens are made the virtual rulers of the State. It 
is an oligarchical aristocracy rather than a polity of like 
and equal citizens. 

The purer type of the so-called aristocracy, again, would 
differ from the polity in giving a larger recognition to the 
Good. It gave power, in Aristotelian language, to virtue, 

1 Nearly as this approached it (8 (6). 6. 132ob 21). 
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wealth, and numbers, or to virtue and numbers: the polity 
gave power to wealth and numbers. Elsewhere, it is true, 
Aristotle implies that military virtue bears sway in the 
polity, so that here also virtue of a kind obtains recognition, 
but it is virtue of a humbler and more popular type than that 
which finds a place in an aristocracy. The heroic few would 
have less power in a polity than they had, for instance, in the 
Lacedaemonian State, when it was at its best. We can guess 
the probable character and policy of a polity from the des
cription which Aristotle gives of the hoplite-citizens who 
would be its guiding spirits. The tone of public opinion in 
it would be neither hectoring nor servile, but self-respecting 
and orderly. Its citizens would be under no temptation to 
plunder the rich or to oppress those poorer than themselves, 
for they would sympathize with both classes. They would 
willingly accept the supremacy of law, which tended to be 
impaired where the very rich or the very poor had things 
their own way. 

The class of moderately well-to-do men was probably 
less numerous in proportion to other classes in Greek 
States than it is in many modern States, for the professions 
were little developed, and trade was largely in the hands of 
resident aliens, but it was more military in character and 
might well be thought more capable of imposing its will on 
other classes. In discouraging the commercial and indus
trial spirit, Aristotle unconsciously did much to impede the 
development of the class which he favoured. 

The polity must not be confused with another constitu
tion which Aristotle frequently praises, and in which the 
few E7TLHKE'is who rule rest content with the honour that rule 
brings and leave gain to the Many, both sections of the State 
being thus satisfied and political equilibrium secured (Eth. 
Nie. 8. 16. u63 b 5 sqq.: 9. 6. n67 a 35 sqq.: Pol. 7 (5). 8. 
1308 b 31 sqq.: 8 (6). 4. 1319 al sqq.: 2. 7. 1267 b 5 sqq.). 
Under this form, and this form only, says Aristotle (7 (5). 
8. 1308 b 38), is a combination of aristocracy and demo
cracy possible; for, office bringing no gain but only honour, 
the Many will willingly abandon it to men of standing and 
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position (yvwpiµoi), and the democratic measure of opening 
office to all may be resorted to, while nevertheless power will 
practically be in the hands of men of worth and capacity. 
A polity is not an union of a few EmHKELs and a passive 
l\Iany, but a State of free and equal citizens. 

The politf, The polity, then, is most in place, and thrives best, in States 
however, 1s . 
not applic- where the moderately well-to-do are numerous. It 1s not 
abhle every- equally applicable everywhere: some States are doomed by 
w ere. 

their sccial composition to be oligarchies and others demo-
cracies, and, more than this, to be oligarchies or democracies 
of a particular type, some moderate, others extreme. Hence 
it becomes one of the duties of Political Science to point 
out how each of the less satisfactory constitutions should be 
organized. The Seventh Book indeed goes further than 
this, for it also deals with the question how constitutions 
should be administered in order to be durable. 

Contents Aristotle, however, has not yet by any means done with 
of ~hed re- f the satisfactory constitutions: the last three chapters of rnam er o · 
the Sixth 
Book. 

The de
liberative 
element. 

the Sixth Book deal with all forms of constitution (except 
perhaps Kingship and Tyranny 1 ), and the Seventh Book 
deals with all forms without any exception. By the 
time we reach the threshold of these three chapters, we 
have learnt when each constitution is in place, and we have 
also learnt something about the structure of each, but we 
have not as yet penetrated into the minutiae of their or
ganization. The last three chapters of the Sixth Book 
carry us for the first time deep into the technique of 
politics ; we learn that the excellence of a constitution 
depends on the way in which its deliberative, judicial, and 
magisterial elements are organized, and that these are 
differently organized in every form and sub-form of con
stitution. Which mode of constituting them is appropriate 
in each case, Aristotle points out in detail. 

His account of the various ways in which the deliberative 
element was organized in Greek States is especially sig
nificant and interesting. \Ve see that the functions of the 

1 Mo11apx:la is, hmYeYcr, referred to in c. I 5. I 299 b 22. 
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deliberative extended not only to questions of peace and 
war and of alliance, or to questions of legislation, or the 
review of the conduct of magistrates, but also to the 
infliction of the punishments of death, exile, and confisca
tion, and that all these great powers might be confided to 
a single magistracy or distributed among a number of 
magistracies, or some might be given to magistrates and 
others to the whole body of citizens, or the whole body of 
citizens might be intrusted with all. The whole citizen. 
body, again, might be content to act in successive sections, 
or might exercise its power through the collective popular 
assembly, which would thus in its gathered thousands have 
to deal with delicate questions of criminal justice, no less 
than with broad political issues. This was the mode in 
which, according to Aristotle, the deliberative was organized 
in an extreme democracy. In an extreme oligarchy, on 
the other hand, all these high functions were concentrated 
in the hands of a small knot of hereditary oligarchs. 

It is not wonderful that Aristotle should seek to amend 
these more advanced forms of deliberative organization. 
He advises the extreme democracy, which enabled the poor 
to attend the assembly by means of pay, also to enforce by 
penalties the attendance of the rich ; or to give deliberative 
authority to a body composed of members selected by 
election or lot in equal numbers from each tribe or section 
of the State; or only to give pay to a portion of the poor 
sufficiently large to hold its own against the rich. Aristotle 
evidently feels that the numbers of the deliberative body 
in an extreme democracy made wise deliberation impossible. 
It would also seem from his account, as we have already 
noticed, that the rich often absented themselves from the 
deliberations of the popular assembly. 

His advice to oligarchies, on the other hand, is to asso
ciate the people to some extent in their deliberations. 
Either certain persons should be chosen from the people 
by the authorities to join in deliberation, or deliberative 
power should be allowed to a popular assembly on the 
condition that no subjects shall be discussed except those 

VOL. I. L 1 
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on which decrees have been proposed by a Board of No
mophylakes or Probouloi, or that the people shall vote 
either the resolutions placed before them by the authorities 
or nothing contrary to them ; or again the popular assembly 
might be allowed only a consultative voice. He advises 
oligarchies to adopt the rule of making the voice of the 
people definitive in voting against any proposal, but not in 
giving an affirmative vote. The rule followed in polities 
should, in fact, be reversed, for in them the few had final 
authority in negativing a proposal, while if they voted affir
matively, their vote had to be confirmed by the people. 

Themagis- Aristotle turns in the next chapter (the fifteenth) to the 
tracies. 1 11 · · 'I next of the three' component e ements of a constitut10ns 

-the magistracies of the State. This element also may 
assume many different forms. The magistracies of a State 
may be few or many, they may differ in province and 
function, and also in term of tenure; their holders may be 
selected in different ways, and from and by different persons. 
'In respect of all these matters the scientific student of 
politics ought to be able to point out with exactness, how 
many different arrangements are possible, and then to match 
each with the constitution to which it is appropriate, so as 
to make it clear what magistracies are suitable to each kind 
of constitution' ( c. I 5. r 299 a r 2 ). 

The first question is, what is a magistracy? A discussion 
follows which results in the conclusion that a magistrate is 
broadly one who has to deliberate on any matters, and to 
come to a decision, and issue orders, the last of these func
tions being more especially characteristic of a magistrate. 
This definition applies to all officers of State, but perhaps 
not to priests, though they are included under the head 

l M6pia TWll 1TOALTELWll 1TUIJ"WV, c. 
14. 1297 b 37. Bonitz (Ind. 612 b 
13 sq.) takes 1TDAinia here to 
mean ' universitas civium,' and it 
is true that what are here called 
µ6pia Twv noALTEtwv are called 
µ6pia Twv 7T6Afw11 in 6 (4). 4. 1291 a 
25. But we have p.ipos n T~~ 

1TOALTE{as (explained by apx~v TLlla) 

in 7 (5). I. 1301b18,andperhaps 
7ToXinia here bears its usual 
meaning. Mopia is often used of 
things ' quae naturam alicuius rei 
constituunt ac distinguunt' (Bon. 
Ind. 473 b 55 sq.). 
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of magistrates in the Eighth Book (8 (6). 8. 1322 b 18 

sqq.); on the other hand it clearly includes military and 
naval officers (cp. 8 (6). 8. 1322 a 34 sqq.). The •giving 
of orders' which constitutes a magistrate must be taken to 
refer to public affairs only; otherwise the head of a house
hold, or the manager of a farm or factory, would have to be 
accounted a magistrate; 

Aristotle turns from this question, which is one rather of 
theoretical than practical interest, to the more pressing one, 
what magistracies are necessary, and what are not indeed 
necessary but of service, in a good constitution. It is 
desirable to ascertain this, for in small States magistracies 
have to be amalgamated, and it is well to know which 
magistracies belong to either class, in order that we may 
know which may be amalgamated and which may not (I 299 b 
10 sq.). Then again, we need to know what subjects should 
be given over to special magistrates with powers extending 
over the whole of the territory, and in what cases magis
tracies should be, not specialized, but local-that is to say, 
confined in authority to a particular district, but with full 
competence to deal with all matters arising in that district; 
and in what cases, again, it is better to give jurisdiction 
over particular classes of persons (e.g. women and children), 
and not over particular subjects of administration. Another 
point to be studied is, whether magistracies vary with the 
constitution (like the deliberative), or whether they do not. 
This is a question which Aristotle answers at once. They 
not only vary, but some magistracies are peculiar to par
ticular constitutions and do not exist outside them. 

Such then are the questions which arise as to magis
tracies, but Aristotle proposes to discuss only one of them 
at present-the mode in which their holders are selected. 
He enumerates with elaborate care all the possibilities of 
variation in this matter-variations in the persons who 
appoint, in those from whom the selection must be made, 
and in the way in which it is made-and then he points 
out which variety of organization is appropriate to each 
constitution. He adds the following words at the close of 

Ll2 
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the im·estigation: o~ µ'Ev ovv rprhoi TWV 7iEpl Ta<; apxas TOCTOVTOl 
\ ? (} I , \ ~ I \ ' \ I ~I • I ~' rov api µov ELrn, KaL uq1privrai Kara rai; 7iOl\.lTELa<; ovrwi; nva uE 
1 ,/..I \ ~ ~~ I (} ' I <I ~ Tl<J'l <J'VfJ-'t'EPEL Kai 7iWS uEL yivE<J' ai Ta<; KaTacrTa<J'ELS, aµa rai<; 

ovvaµE<J'l TWV apxwv Kat TLVE<; EL<J'LV, ~(]'Tal ¢avEp6v ( 1300 b 5 
.sqq.). Thus he would appear to reserve his treatment of 
the questions, what magistracies are suitable to particular 
communities, and in what manner magistracies ought to be 
filled 1-questions which he had marked out for discussion in 
c. 15. 1299 a 12-till he has studied the subject of the func
tions and nature of the various magistracies. 

This subject is dealt with in the concluding chapter of 
the Eighth Book. Here Aristotle inquires (8 (6). 8. I321 b 
4 sqq.), how many and what magistracies should find a 
place in the State, and what should be their functions. 
We need to know this, he says, because a State cannot exist 
without those magistracies which are necessary, and cannot 
exist nobly without those which contribute to orderliness 
and seemliness of life. Besides, in small States it is ne
cessary to amalgamate magistracies, and it is desirable to 
determine which should be amalgamated and which should 
not 2• 

The result of Aristotle's investigation is a list of magis
tracies and of the subjects with which they deal, and a 
classification of magistracies in three classes-those which 
are most necessary, those which are necessary but of a more 
dignified character, and those which exist to secure seemli
ness and good order ( EVKo<J'µfo). 

\Ve may probably infer from Aristotle's own statements 
that one of his aims in making this classification is to 
indicate that magistracies belonging to different grades 
ought not to be amalgamated. But he has other reasons 
besides this for distinguishing between necessary magis
tracies and higher ones. Access to magistracies belonging 
to the former category might often with advantage be con-

1 If we refer to the previous 
chapter, we shall see that ques
tions similar to those \1·hich he 
thus postpones, so far as they 

refer to magistracies, have been 
treated in relation to the deliber
ative (c. 14. 1298 b 13 sqq.). 

2 Cp. 6 (4). l 5. I ::i99 b IO sqq. 
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ceded to those who would have to be excluded from magis
tracies belonging to the latter: thus in 8 (6). 6. 1320 b 24 
the framer of a moderate oligarchy is advised to make the 
property-qualification for merely necessary magistracies 
lower than for more important ones : the supreme magis
tracies of the State, on the contrary, should be reserved for 
those privileged by the constitution (8 (6). 7. 1321 a 31: 
cp. 7 (5). 8. 1309 a 30 sq.). Aristotle is always, however, 
careful to mark off the necessary from the noble ; it is in 
this spirit that he relegates to the 'necessary' (or com
mercial) agora in his ideal city certain magistracies be
longing to the necessary class (4 (7). l 2. i331 b 6 sqq.). 
Still the question uppermost in his mind is that of the policy 
to be followed in the amalgamation of magistracies, and 
some of the most important passages of the last chapter of 
the Eighth Book seem to be those in which he points out, for 
the benefit of small States 1, that while there is no harm in 
their placing the charge of military affairs in the hands of a 
single magistracy (1322 a 38), and the same thing also 
holds of sacred functions (1322 b 22 sqq.), it would be 
a mistake to give the law-court which tries and condemns 
the invidious additional functions of executing the sentence 
and assuming the custody of prisoners-even these two func
tions, indeed, are better separated-and that it would also 
be a mistake not to part the magistracy which audits from 
those which administer the public money. 

We expect that, having now studied the subject of the 
functions of magistracies, he will go on in conformity with 
his promise (6 (4). 15· 1300 b 7 sq.), to point out what is 
the best way of selecting those who are to fill them, but 
this he does not do 2• Some light is, however, thrown in 
the chapter before us (c. 8. 1322 b 37 sqq.) on the other 

1 This attention to the special 
difficulties of small city-States 
reminds us that Aristotle himself 
belonged to one. Many of the 
pupils for whom he wrote prob
ably also belonged to small States; 
but irrespectively of this, his view 
always is that Political Science, 

if it is to deserve the name, must 
be ready and able to show how 
the best is to be made of all sorts 
of circumstances. 

2 The Eighth Book is incom
plete, as its closing words show-
7rEpl µiv o~v TWV cip xWv, OOs- Ev TVrro;, 
O'XEfiOIJ ELPTJTal 'll'EPL '/l'U<TWV. 
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question referred to in 1300 b 7 sq., ·what magistracies are 
suitable to particular communities,' and an answer is tacitly 
given to the question raised in the Sixth Book (c. 15. 1299 b 
14 sqq.), what offices should be differentiated in respect of 
place, and what in respect of subjects or persons. The 
agoranomi, astynomi, and agronomi have special places 
under their control: other magistracies have to do with 
special subjects, and others again-for instance, the yvvaiKo

v6µoi and ?Taioov6µoi-have special classes of persons placed 
under their charge. 

The last chapter of the Sixth Book deals with the third 
and last of the elements of the constitution-the judiciary. 
It enumerates the various ways of constituting the judiciary 
known to the Greek State, and points out which are appro
priate to each constitution. 

We thus reach the end of a Book which more than any 
other in the Politics insists on thoroughness in the study of 
constitutions. The scientific student of politics must not 
only know under what conditions each form and sub-form 
of constitution is in place, but must know how the delibera
tive, the judicial, and the magisterial elements should be 
organized in each. He must know both the 'when' and 
the' how' of each form and sub-form. No previous Greek 
composition had taken equal pains to throw light on the 
path of the practical statesman in Greece. The principle 
that the constitution of a State is dependent on its social 
conditions had probably never been enunciated with any
thing like equal clearness before, and there was perhaps 
at least as much novelty in the view that the scientific 
student of politics must be no dreamer of airy fancies, but 
versed in every detail of constitutional lore. 

Sketch of The Seventh Book investigates the causes of change in 
~~~t~oonf-the constitutions and the means of preserving them. Plato 
Seventh had already had his attention drawn to the subject of 
~0~fa~o's constitutional change. In the Eighth and Ninth Books of 
account of the Republic he indulges for a moment in the dream that 
the causes 
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his ideal State and ideal man have come into existence, of change 

d t . . . . h . b h" h h in constitu-an races m 1magmatlon t e successive steps y w 1c t e tions criti-

organization which secures internal harmony and happiness cised. 

to each is first impaired and then absolutely overthrown, and 
Desire enthroned in the place of Reason. His vigorous 
series of sketches is mainly designed to teach the lesson, 
that the willing acceptance of the rule of Reason by the 
two lower elements of the State and the soul is the true 
source of happiness, and that the less there is of justice in 
a State or a soul, the less there is of happiness. 

\Ve need only read the conclusion of the Seventh Book of 
the Politics ( 1316 a r sqq.) 1 to see in how totally different a 
spirit Aristotle studies politics, especia:lly in this part of his 
work. The Eighth and Ninth Books of the Republic are 
intended to support and enforce the central lesson of the 
dialogue ; they are too full of ' tendency ' to be coldly exact 
to history; they have nothing of Aristotle's zoological pre
cision. Even if Plato had been capable of this, it would have 
been out of place in the Republic. 

The Republic, we feel, has a great practical end in view 
-to recall the State and the individual to a right view of 
the importance and nature of Justice-and we can forgive 
it, if in its language on the subject of constitutional change 
it to a certain extent sacrifices historical accuracy. Aristotle, 
however, who is often a somewhat unsympathetic critic, 
loses sight of this, and bluntly enumerates the points in 
which Plato's account of the subject falls short. He felt, 

1 This passage is tacked on 
rather strangely at the close of the 
book, just after a summary of 
the subjects treated in it, and 
without any final summary of its 
contents to wind it up. It seems 
too characteristic of Aristotle not 
to be his, but it may be of a some
what later date than the rest of 
the book. Its criticism of Plato 
is unusually blunt, outspoken, and 
decided. It is in this chapter 
that we find two statements about 
Carthage-that it is a democracy, 

and that it was once under a 
tyranny-which it is difficult to 
reconcile with the account of 
Carthage in the Second Book. 
The Fifth Book, as we have it, 
closes in a very similar way with 
a criticism of certain views about 
Music expressed by the Platonic 
Socrates in the Republic. This 
criticism also, no less than that 
at the close of the Seventh, might 
easily be detached from the con
text in which it stands. 
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no doubt, the great practical importance of correct views 
respecting it, and we must also remember that this was one 
of the many fields of inquiry in which he had broken fresh 
ground, and that his natural combativeness was heightened 
by the eagerness of a first discoverer. 

His objections to Plato's account of constitutional change 
are, briefly stated, the following. The cause which the 
Platonic Socrates gives for the change from the best con
stitution to a Timocracy like the Lacedaemonian is one 
common not only to all other constitutions but to the whole 
world of Becoming (rwv ywoµEvwv 7Tavrwv, 1316 a 13), whereas 
we need to study with reference to each constitution the 
causes of change special to it (ZOia) 1

. Then again, his whole 
account of constitutional changes presupposes that constitu
tions change into the form which is most akin to each. More 
often, they change into an opposite form 2- Then again, 
his series closes with tyranny. But does not tyranny 
change into any other constitution? Again, he speaks as 
if the change to oligarchy was always due to the holders 
of office becoming lovers of money, and as if the change 
to democracy was always due to well-to-do men becoming 
poor. The rise of oligarchy is rather due to a feeling 
among the rich that those .who have nothing cannot fairly 
claim as much power as those who have much. And 
as to democracy, it may come into being without any one 
becoming poorer than he was before, if the numbers of 
the poor increase. It is only when some leading man 
becomes impoverished that constitutional change is apt to 
ensue, and then the change is not necessarily a change to 
democracy. There are many other causes besides impover
ishment for the rise of democracy-the exclusion of the 
people from power, wrongful or humiliating treatment of 
them, and so forth. Lastly, no account is taken in the 
remarks of the Platonic Socrates on Constitutional Change 

I Cp. I. I 3. I 260 a 24, a~AOV a€ 
roi!ro Kat Kara 1-dpo1> µ.ii'll.'11.ov briuKo
'!l"ovuiv· Ka86'11.ov yap ol Aeyovns
€~arraT00utv EavroVr. 

" Contrast the teaching of Eth. 

N ic. 8. 1 2. 1160 b 21, p.ErnBaAAovui 
µ€v ollv µ.aAtuB' ovroo1> al r.oAtnlai· 
£'11.cixiurov yap ovroo Kai pii.urn p.Ern-
BaEvovuiv. ' 
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of the fact that there are more kinds of oligarchy and 
democracy than one 1-

The Seventh Book of the Politics addresses itself to the 2 • Purpose 
. , Mdmaj~ 

study of const1tut10nal change with no homiletical aim, but of the 

as a scientific and historical problem. It proposes to in- ~eve~th 
• 00 • 

qmre 'what things lead to change in constitutions and how 
many, and what is their nature, and in what ways each 
constitution is brought to destruction, and into what forms 
each form mostly changes, and again, what ways there are 
of preserving constitutions generally and each of them in 
particular, and by what means each of them is most likely 
to be preserved' (7 (5). I. 1301 a 20 sqq.). 

This summary does not prepare us for the distinction be
tween 7roAinfoi and µovapx{a 2 which is a conspicuous feature 
of the book, and in fact breaks it into two halves, for the 
subject of change in constitutions strictly so called is treated 
apart from that of change in kingships and tyrannies. An
other noticeable feature of the book is, that though it now and 
then recognizes the distinction between the moderate ( 7rarp[a 
or lvvoµos) form of democracy or oligarchy and the absolute 
(Kvpta) form of both, it seems nowhere to refer to the four 
or five varieties of oligarchy and democracy enumerated in 
the Sixth Book. Its teaching, however, is on the whole 
very similar to that of the books which precede and follow 
it, though it may probably have been originally composed 
as a separate treatise, and not designed for the place which 
it now fills in the Politics, or possibly for any place in the 

1 It is worthy of notice that 
Aristotle does not remark on 
Plato's observation (Rep. 545 D) 
that all constitutional change is 
due tO the rise Of O'TclO'IS £11 UVTcp 

Too €xovn Tth dpxas, though he 
c~nnot have agreed with it. 

Plato is much inclined to adopt 
in the Laws (708 E) a quite dif
ferent account of constitutional 
change-€µEXXov Xiyflv ws oMlds 
7rOTE a11fJpw7rW1J ovlJf_v VOµofJETEL, TUXUL 
S€ Kat gvµcpopat 7rU1JTOLat rri'ffTOVO'at 
7rU1JTolws voµoBEToVO't Ta m11J'Ta ~µiv· 

t, yap 7rOAEµos TIS {3iarraµE1JOS dvfrpE
"'E 7rOAITEias Kat µETE{3UA£ voµovs, ry 
rr£~fos, xaX~7rijs ~rropla· rroXXa _lJ€ 
Kai 11orro1 a11ayKa(ovu1 KatvoroµELv, 
Ao1µiiw T£ l µm7rT01JTU)IJ Kat xpovov 
lrrt rroAvv l111avriiw rroXXwv rroAAaK1s 
dicaipfos. Aristotle does not notice 
this account, which Plato seems 
to accept in an amended form 
(709 B). 

2 We trace the germ of it in 
Pol. 3. I 5. 1286 b 13. Isocrates is 
familiar with the distinction (e.g. 
Paneg. § 125). 
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Politics at all. Whether it is the inquiry respecting the 
causes of revolution announced at the close of the Nico
machean Ethics (IO. IO. II81b15 sqq.), it is difficult to say. 
It would seem at any rate to throw but little light on the 
question what constitution is the best. 

The subject of the book, we gather, is to be change in 
constitutions (µErnf3oA.~ noAiTE{a> ). This includes changes in 
some part of a constitution, and changes of degree in con
stitutions. But we soon learn that changes in the holders 
of power not accompanied by constitutional change also 
fall within the limits of the subject (c. r. 1301 b IO sqq.). 
Not much, however, is said as to this last matter, and we 
may take the subject of the book to be broadly constitu
tional change. This is apparently viewed as being usually, 
though not always (c. 3. 1303 a 13), accompanied by civil 
disturbance ( <TTa!ns); so that this is perhaps as much the 
subject of the book as constitutional change. Change in 
constitutions, again, is studied whether accompanied by 
violence or not, for violence is not a necessary accom
paniment of it (c. 4. 1304 b 7 sqq.). Our word 'revolu
tion' does not exactly correspond either to <TTa<Ti> or 
p.Ernf3oA.~ noALTELa>. 

We must not expect from the book a study of consti
tutional development or evolution-of the way in which 
constitutions are adjusted to varying social or ethical con
ditions ; it does not view constitutional change as in many 
cases a good thing and seek to assist it ; it looks at it from 
the point of view of the constitution in possession, and re
gards it as a thing to be avoided and kept at bay ; its aim 
is to advise every constitution how to maintain itself. As, 
however, its teaching is that constitutions can only be 
durable by being moderate in spirit and wisely adminis
tered, we naturally find in its pages many recommendations 
for the improvement of the various constitutions and of the 
methods of administration adopted in each. It is thus not 
out of harmony with the books between which it stands. 

In seeking the causes of civil disturbance and constitu-
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tional change, Aristotle reverts to the often-considered ques- 3. ~risto-
t . t h f h . f 1 . l' . f tle s aclOn as o t e cause o t e existence o a mu tip icity o con- count of 

stitutions, which he rightly considers to be closely connected the cans.es . . ~=~ 
with the subject before him. Constitutions are many in tutional 

number, he says, because men do not agree as to what is change. 

absolutely just. The rich or well-born take one view, the 

poor another. The men of virtue and worth (ot E'JTLELKE'i:s) 

might justly also put in a special claim for themselves, but 

they are little apt to do so : later on, we are told that they 

are too few to do it with any chance of success ( c. 4. 1304 b 4). 

The broad cause and source of civil trouble then is a differ-

ence of view as to what is just. If all men took the same 

view on this subject, there would be but one constitution, 

and there would be no such thing as constitutional change. 

There are, however, three heads under which the sources 

and causes of civil discord and constitutional change ( ai 
apxal. Kai. at alrCaL TWV O"TctO"EWV KaL µEraf3oA.wv 'lTEpL ras 'JTOAL

TELaS, c. 2. 1302 a 16-18) should be arranged. We should 

know in what frame of mind ( nws lxovTEs) men stir up civil 

disturbance ( O"TaO"LS ), and with what ends in view, and what 

are the occasions ( apxaC) of movements of this kind 1 • The 

ends for which men have recourse to them are gain and 

honour and the avoidance of their opposites, for themselves 

or their friends. The main cause which produces a frame 

of mind favourable to revolution (1302 a 22) is a desire for 

equality in relation to these things, where men think 

equality their due, or for superiority, where they think 

they have a title to it. The occasions of civil disturb

ance-the things which awake in men this desire for 

equality or superiority in respect of gain, honour, and the 

like (1302 a 34 sq.)-are the sight of others justly or 

unjustly enjoying gain and honour, exposure to outrage 

on the part of those in power, the fear of being wronged 

or of undergoing deserved punishment, contempt for the 

numerical weakness or indiscipline of the holders of power, 

or again the excessive preponderance in the State of a 

1 A similar classification is employed in the Rhetoric ( 1. 10. 

1368 b 27). 
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single individual or a number of individuals, or lastly the 
disproportionate increase in number or wealth of some 
section of the State. Changes of constitution, however, 
may occur without civil disturbance ( <TTct<Tis-), brought on by 
a wish to check the intrigues of canvassers for office, or 
by self-confident negligence, or by a succession of small 
changes 1• 

Other occasions of civil trouble are a want of homoge
neity in the people of a State, for a State needs time to 
weld its materials together; even contrasts of site, like that 
between Athens and Peiraeus, are productive of disunion. 
So small are the things which give occasion to it, though the 
things for which the makers of revolutions struggle-gain, 
honour, and the like-are not small, but great. Small 
things are most productive of civil discord when they con
cern those who belong to the ruling class. To illustrate this, 
Aristotle refers to a number of instances in which great 
consequences had flowed from feuds arising among the 
leading men of a State from trivial causes-love-quarrels 2, 

or failure in suits for the hand of an heiress, o~ differences 
about property and the like. So again, the increase in credit 
or power of some magistracy or section of the State is apt 
to bring about constitutional change-a change to oligarchy, 
democracy, or polity, as the case may be. Thus the credit 
gained by the Council of the Areopagus at Athens in the 
Persian War gave increased stringency to the constitution, 
and then the exploit of the seamen of the fleet ( vavnKos

oxA.os-) in winning the victory of Salamis, and putting Athens 
in the way of acquiring the headship of a hegemony, had 
the counter-effect of strengthening the democracy. Aristotle 

1 It is not clear whether Aris
totle regards that sense of not 
having one's due which he finds at 
the root of constitutional change, 
as present or absent in cases of 
this kind. 

2 Lord Clarendon mentions in his 
Autobiography (I. 12-r 5, ed. 1759) 
an event of this kind which 'made 
such impressions upon the whole 
Court (of Charles the First) by 

diYiding the lords and ladies both 
in their wishes and appearances, 
that much of that faction grew 
out of it, which survi\·ed the 
memory of the original ; and from 
this occasion (to show us from 
how small springs great ri\·ers 
may arise) the women, who till· 
then had not appeared concerned 
in public affairs, began to have 
some part in all business.' 
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gives other instances of the same thing from the history of 
Argos, Syracuse, Chalcis, and Ambracia. It may be said, 
broadly, that the winners of power for a State-be they 
private individuals, or the holders of a magistracy, or a 
tribe, or any other section of the community, large or 
small-are apt to become the cause of civil disturbance, 
for either their honours excite the envy of others and thus 
produce a rising, or their own heightened sense of import
ance makes them discontented with a position of mere 
equality. On the other hand, an even balance of the parts 
of the State-of the rich and poor, for example, where 
the moderately well-to-do class is weak or absent-will also 
often bring about civil trouble and constitutional change. 

Such, then, is the broad outline which Aristotle gives of 
the causes and occasions of constitutional change. It 
acquires additional definiteness in the chapters which 
follow, but the general drift of his views is clear enough 
already. 

He evidently holds that the causes of constitutional 
change are far more numerous and complex than Plato 
had held them to be in the Republic 1 - Among its main 
sources may probably be reckoned dissension among the 
holders of power and ill-treatment of those outside their 
ranks; but given the existence of that sense of unsatisfied 
claims to gain or honour on the part of the rich or poor, 
or even on the part of a single individual, which commonly 
in Aristotle's view underlies revolution, a thousand little 
circumstances 2 may set fire to the train and cause an ex-

1 Far more numerous also, than 
they were held to be by those who 
thought that civil trouble always 
originated in questions about pro
perty (2. 7. 1266 a 37). 

2 The same view is implied in 
the narrative about Naxos quoted 
from Aristotle's Polities by Athen
aeus, Deipn. 348. It is not im
possible that the narratives in the 
Seventh Book of the Politics 
(7 (5). 4. 1303 b 19 sqq.), which 
are designed to illustrate the fatal 
effects of trifling feuds arising 

among the great people of a State, 
are derived from the Polities, for 
Plutarch (Reip. gerend. praecepta 
c. 32) tells one or two of them at 
greater length and in more detail 
than they are told in the Seventh 
Book, and he may well have 
quoted them from the Polities. 
It should be noticed that Demo
sthenes had already used the ex
pression (in Lept. c. 162)-p.tKpol 
Katpol 1uyU.A.w11 11"payµ6.rw11 aTnoL 
y{y11011T<1L. 
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plosion. Some mute process of social change-some acci
dental increase in the numbers or prominence of a class 
or a magistracy-some microscopic cause of quarrel may 
suffice to bring about a revolution. And when a consti
tution changes, it may pass into any other constitution, 
for an oligarchy does not necessarily change into a demo
cracy, or a democracy into a tyranny. 

We note that constitutional change is conceived by Aris
totle always to imply a desire on the part of individuals 
to win honour, gain, or glory, or to avoid their opposites, 
though this desire often needs the spur of oppressive or 
fraudulent conduct on the part of the rulers1, or dissensions 
among them, to wake it to active effort. Disinterested 
changes or changes proceeding from common consent seem 
not to be noticed by him. Nor are changes originating in 
conscientious feeling, religious or other, untainted by a 
longing for power and spoil, if such there be. Religion was 
seldom a cause of constitutional change in the history of 
Greece and Rome, until Christianity appeared on the scene. 
The makers of revolutions are viewed by Aristotle, with that 
absence of sentiment which is characteristic of the best 
Greek writers, as men keen for power, or wealth, or glory. 
Even Dion, we seem to gather 2, in undertaking to dethrone 
the younger Dionysius-an enterprise famous in Greece for 
the odds against which it was undertaken 3-was actuated, 
in Aristotle's view, simply by a love of glory coupled with 
a contempt for the feebleness of the tyrant. \Ve do not 
know how Aristotle would have classified an act like that 
of Timoleon, who planned the assassination of his brother 
Timophanes, when he found that the latter had assumed, or 
was on the point of assuming, the tyranny of Corinth : the 
act, indeed, was probably unique. 

We see also that Aristotle is far from holding that 
revolutions always 'begin in hunger': the promoters of 
a revolution, as he has already said in his chapter on 

1 8 (6). 4. 1318 b 13 sqq.: 6 (4). 
13. 1297 b 6 sqq.: 7 (5). 8. 1308 b 
34 sqq. 

2 7 (5). 10. 1312 a 21 sqq. : cp. 
1312 a 4. 

3 Diod. 16. 9. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



CAUSES OF CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE. 527 

Phaleas, might be, and often were, not only men whose 
physical wants were fully satisfied, but men positively 
wealthy, for wealthy men often seek, he says, for an 
increase of power and position. 

We might have expected a different theory of Revolution 
from Aristotle, looking to his teaching in other parts of the 
Politics. Constitutions, we have been told by him, differ 
because the holders of power, in some, rule for the common 
advantage, in others for their own, or because, in some, 
certain sections of society are dominant, in others certain 
other sections; and we might have expected that changes 
of constitution would result from some ethical change in 
the society in which they occur, or from the rise of some new 
section or sections of society to predominance. An in
crease in the numbers of the rich will tend to oligarchy; an 
increase of the moderately well-to-do to polity; an increase 
of the poor to democracy. We might have expected also 
that constitutional change, though often for the worse, would 
sometimes be for the better, and that we should learn in the 
Seventh Book how to help forward changes for the better, 
and to prevent or delay changes for the worse. The 
Seventh Book, however, sets itself to show how all con
stitutional change is to be avoided, and we are taught 
to view it as arising only partly from changes in the 
composition of society-ethical changes seem to escape 
notice-and far more often from faults committed by the 
holders of power. We learn here the wholesome lesson 
that, if constitutions 'habent sua fa ta,' much may still 
be done by watchfulness, fairness to those excluded from 
power, and moderation to preserve them even under un
favourable circumstances. 

Here, as elsewhere, Aristotle seems to be unconscious 
of the inconsistencies in his teaching, which become appa
rent when different parts of it are brought together and 
set side by side. He is great ~s a systematizer, but he 
is also fond of dealing with a subject part by part, and 
hence a not infrequent ·patchiness' of treatment; he is 
in one passage possessed by one point of view and in 
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another by another, and he does not pause to bring the 
two sections of his work into absolute harmony; indeed, 
he seems usually unaware of the defect. He inherits much 
of the Platonic freedom of handling, which had its good 
side, for a narrow systematizer misses much truth. 

4. Causes The three chapters which follow (cc. 5-7) place in a 
of change I h h ] f in oligar- strong ig t t e peri s o an over-narrow constitution. 
chy, dem_o- They describe the besetting weaknesses of each of the four 
cracy, ans- . . d 1. h · d 1· 
tocracy, constitutions, emocracy, o 1garc y, aristocracy, an po 1ty. 
atnkd polity, It is easy to see that of these forms, as might be expected, 
a en sepa-

rately. the narrowest, oligarchy, was the most precarious and the 
most exposed to overthrow. It was in a higher degree 
than aristocracy, and in a far higher degree than polity, the 
rule of a few, and of a few not marked out by merit for 
rule, but only by wealth or birth. 

The beginnings of change in oligarchy might arise either 
within or outside the ranks of the holders of power. When 
the blow was struck from outside, it might be struck by an 
oppressed and infuriated people, or by rich men excluded 
from power ; or again the people might rise from a simple 
feeling of indignation at the narrowness of the oligarchy. 
If, on the other hand, the causes of change arose \Vithin the 
privileged body, they might be at least equally various. 
War and peace were alike fatal to oligarchies. Trifles often 
sufficed to tear them asunder. Like all constitutions rest
ing on a property-qualification, they were liable to alter 
in type with every increase or decrease in the prosperity of 
the State. 

Democracies were far less apt to be overthrown. Their 
overthrow was commonly due to the unscrupulousness of 
demagogues, who forced the rich to combine against the 
democracy by confiscating their property, or plundering 
them of its proceeds by means of public burdens, or by 
calumnious accusations intended to excite ill-will against 
them and so to make the confiscation of their property 
possible. Democracies were at one time apt to change 
into tyrannies, but that had ceased to be common in the 
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days of Aristotle, for demagogues had then ceased to be 
skilled in war, and the demos was no longer resident in the 
country far away from the centre of affairs, and no longer 
needed a soldier to champion its cause. They still, however, 
were liable to changes of type, the moderate form of ten 
passing into the extreme. 

Turning to mixed constitutions, we find that aristocracies 
were more exposed to change than polities. Aristocracies, 
as we learn from instances drawn for the most part from 
Lacedaemonian history, were imperilled by the fewness of 
those who held office in them, especially when the less 
privileged Many think themselves of equal excellence with 
their rulers, or when men of high position and unsurpassed 
merit are dishonoured by men of still higher position, or 
when an individual of vigorous character is excluded from 
office, or when extremes of wealth and poverty arise in the 
State-a frequent accompaniment of war-or when some 
great man, having the power to make himself still greater, 
seeks to be monarch. Both aristocracies and polities, how
ever, most often owed their fall to some deviation from 
justice in their combination of social elements. Most of the 
constitutions which were commonly termed aristocracies, 
Aristotle here tells us, were like polities in this, that they 
sought to combine, not virtue, wealth, and numbers, but the 
two latter elements only; the one constitution, in fact, 
differed from the other only in the mode in which it com
bined these elements, aristocracies commonly so called 
inclining to\\·ards oligarchy, and polities commonly so called 
towards the Many: hence polities were more durable than 
aristocracies, for not only is the numerical majority stronger, 
but the Many are more content with equal rights : the rich 
are apt to encroach, if the constitution gives them the upper 
hand, and thus to provoke revolution. Aristocracies were 
often over-indulgent to rich men, leaving them far too free 
to do as they would, and this had often caused their ruin. 
Another very frequent cause of their fall was the thought
less permission of slight and gradual changes in the con
stitution. 

VOL. I. '.\1 m 
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5. Means of We now know how constitutions are overthrown, and it 
preserving is easy to guess by what means they are preserved. They 
constitu-
tions. are preserved by the opposites of the things which over-

throw them. 
Sp~cial f The Eighth and Ninth chapters of the Seventh Book 
dehcacy o . . 
the politi- are full of political wisdom, won from the study of the small 
f:1J:!:~ce Greek City-State, a form of society in which the political 
City-States. balance was exceptionally delicate, and power easily shifted 

from hand to hand. The rulers were always under the 
eyes of the ruled, and familiarity often bred contempt. In 
most of the States of modern Europe any aberrations on 
the part of the city-populations can be checked by the 
interposition of a vastly larger rural population (commonly 
of conservative tendencies), or of an army mainly recruited 
from peasant homes; but in ancient Greece the city-popu
lations were usually supreme, and even where the cultivators 
were not serfs or slaves, seem to have been well able to get 
their own way. Arms were probably possessed by a far 
larger number of persons than in modern communities, 
except where the possession of them was expressly forbidden, 
and the thirst for power was far greater and more diffused. 
Civil life in Greece perhaps never entirely shook off the 
traditions of the age in which it began-an age to which 
fighting was everything. An ill-natured epigrammatist 
might have said, not altogether untruly-' Grattez le Gree, 
et vous trouverez l'Epirote.' 

The relations of rich and poor were exceptionally bad. 
The poor were often unmanageable, partly because they had 
been oppressed and plundered by the rich, partly (in some 
States at all events) from a sense of their own importance, 
for the oarsmen of Athens had won victory and empire for 
their country, and the fleet was naturally the main-stay of 
a Power to which exclusion from the sea meant starva
tion ; partly because they were pressed hard in the labour
market by the competition of slaves 1, and still more, per-

1 This cause of friction must 
have existed, though it seems to be 
little, if at all, noticed by Greek 

writers. The wholesale enslave
ment of cities and populations in 
war, and the wholesale importation 
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haps, because in most cities of ancient Greece the pursuits 
of the poor were regarded by the rich and educated with 
scorn, and poverty thus brought with it some loss of self
respect. It was natural enough, under these circumstances, 
that the poor should press into political life, and seek to 
exchange inglorious industries for judicial and official posi
tions, which, however, they could only fill with the aid of 
State-pay, or in other words, at the expense of others. 
Frequently, again, there must have been a difference of 
race between rich and poor ; this would be the case not 
only in colonies or in States founded on conquest, 
but also in States in which the citizen-body had been 
replenished, after wars or famines or pestilences, with 
slaves or aliens 1• We can imagine how bitter struggles 
of race must have been, when carried on within the 
walls of a small city. Above all, the methods of party
conflict were often of the most uncompromising kind
massacre, assassination, exile, and confiscation. The com
batants in each successive intestine struggle were infuriated 
by the experience of atrocities or the recollection of them 
in the past 2• 

The relations of rich and poor being often of this nature, 
it was only too easy for ambitious individuals, first to win in
fluence with the mob, and then to become tyrants and betray 
it. The tyrant was a dazzling personage, surrounded with 
wealth and glitter and luxury and all the outward signs of 
power, and half-deified in the eyes of many Greeks, not only 
by his good luck, which was interpreted to imply the favour 

of slaves must have made the lot 
of the poor freeman harder by 
cheapening the labour-market. 

1 Cp. 3. 5. 1278 a 6, lv p.€v oov 
,.. ' I f ) ) I ? TOLS' apxaLOL> XPOVOLS: rrap <VLOLS: T)V 

liovXoi· To {3avav<Tov Pi ~<viK6v· liuhrep 
oi rroA.Xol ToiovToL Kat vvv. The com
mon people at Miletus were called 
by the rich ' Gergithes ' (Hera
cleides Ponticus ap. Athen. Deipn. 
52 3 f, <TTa<Tw(oVTwv yap Twv Tas: 
ou<Tias: lxovTWJI KaL TWV liT)p.OTWV, ofis: 
EK<'ivoi I'ipyiBa> lKaAovv). As far 

back as the days of Cleisthenes, 
the lower classes at Athens must 
have been of mixed race: rroA.A.ous: 
yap lrpvA.iuv<TE ~EVOVS: l<aL liouAOVS: 
/J.ETO{Kovs: (3. 2. 1275 b 36). 

2 The case of Corcyra was 
famous, but Argos also was noto
rious for its outbreaks (Diod. 15. 
57 sq.: Isocr. Philip. § 52), and 
as to the early days of l\liletus, 
see Heracleides Ponticus ap. 
Athen. Deipn. 523 f sqq. 

Mm '.Z 
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of the Gods, but also by his life of magnificent plenty, which 
seemed to recall the 'easy life' of their Olympian abode 1

• 

The admirers of tyranny in Greece were commonly admirers 
of luxury. This was true even of men like the brilliant his
torian Philistus 2, long the chief adviser of Dionysius the 
Elder and of his successor. The things which fascinated 
these men were precisely those which aroused the contempt 
of men of nobler character. It was fortunate that Greek 
despotism was felt by men of this stamp to be a vulgar 
thing ; it sinned against that manly taste for simplicity of 
life \Yhich was one of the best traditions of Greece, confirmed 
by influences as dissimilar as those of Lacedaemonian in
stitutions and philosophy. 

Defects in The two chapters before us (the Eighth and Ninth) suggest 
the work- . . . · h G k S · 11 
ing of a most unmv1tmg picture of t e ree tate as 1t actua y 
G_ree~ con- was. 
sututions 
indicatedin The holders of power in it, we gather, were often a mere 
the Eighth h df 1 f h h · · h and Ninth an u o men, w o used t eir supremacy to ennc 
Chapters. themselves and to oppress those they ruled, and yet were 

1 Aristoxenus, in a fragment of 
his life of Archytas to which re
ference has been more than once 
made, describes how the envoy 
of the younger Dionysius, Poly
archus the luxurious (o ;,au
TraBT,s), dwelt on the life of the 
Great King : fL'lrWV ai TOVTOLS 
lgijs Ta Tr•pl Tijs B•paTr•las Tijs 
roil II•p<Twv {3a<TtAEfils, o!ous Kal 
o<Tous EXEL B•paTrwTijpas, Kal 7rEpL 
rijs TWV d<f>poat<TL(A)ll avTOU xpry<TffilS 
KaL Tijs 7rEpl TOii xpwra avTOU oaµijs 
Kat Tijs •vµop<f>las Kat Tijs oµtA.las KOL 
7rf pl TWll e,(j)PTJµ,UT(A)ll Kat TWll aKpoa
µaTfilll, £vaaiµov€<TrnT011 £¢.,, 1<p£11ai 
Tw11 11vv TOii Tw11 Ilfp<Tw11 {3a<TiAla· 
' - ' , , - ' ' ' 'lrl\fL<TTaL yap fL<TL~ aU7;'f' f<aL 'Tfl\fLO,Ta-

TaL 7rapE<TKrna<Tµ•11m .,,ao11m. fl•vu
pov a;, <f>TJ<TL, TDV T,µfr, po11 TV(JUllVOll 
e,1.,, TLS llv, KUL7rfp 7rOAV Anmlµ<vo11' 
£t<,l11rp µiv yap ~ Y' 'A<Tla 8A..,, 
xop.,,y•<, To ai ti.wvv<Tiov xop.,,y•<o11 
TravuA.ws &11 •vTiAls n <f>av•lT/ 7rpos 
iKE'ivo <Tvy1<pi116~ievov (Aristox. ap. 

Athen. Deipn. 545 f: l\liiller, Fr. 
Hist. Gr. 2. 276). Epicurus, 
following, he says, the common 
opinion, held the two characteris
tics of Deity to be immortality 
and happiness (Diog. Laert. 10. 

I 23). Contrast the view of Plu
tarch (Aristides c. 6) : TO e,£011 
TPL<TL aoKEi am¢€ pnv, d<f>Bap<Tl~ KaL 
av11aµEL Kat apETfj, 6Jv <TEµllOTaTOll ;, 
apfT~ Kat BnornTOV E<TTLll. The 
tyrants themselves seem to have 
been aware how much a luxurious 
court impressed the Greek spec
tator (7 (5). l I. 1314 b 28 sqq.). 
Not every race even now, we 
must remember, admires the 
bourgeois virtues in its ruler. 

2 Plutarch, Dion c. 36, <f>iA.oTv-, . e , , ,, 
pav110,rnTos ~~ Pfilrr_filv ••. , Kat µa':-L<T-
Ta TraVTfilll mt (TJAfil<TaS Kat Bavµa<Tas 
Tpv<f>~v KOL av11aµ,L11 KaL 7rAOUTOVS Kal 
yaµovs Tovs Twv rvpavvfil11 : Pelopi
das c. 34 : Timoleon c. l 5. 
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negligent and self-indulgent and jealous of each other. 
Even in the ·aristocracy,' which rested power on a some
what broader basis than the oligarchy, trust was often 
placed in transparent devices intended to diminish the 
influence of the people. Some aristocracies and oligar
chies, we are told, stood their ground well, simply because 
'the magistrates behaved well both to those outside the 
pale of the constitution and to those within it, abstaining 
from all oppression of the former class and bringing 
those of its members who were capable of command within 
the privileged body, and being careful neither to wound 
the self-respect of the few nor to wrong the many in 
matters of profit, while treating as equals those recog
nized by the constitution'-a remark from which we may 
inf er that many aristocracies and oligarchi~s pursued a 
totally different course. The magistrates in these consti
tutions seem to have often, in Aristotle's opinion, held their 
offices for over-long terms ; access to office was thus con
fined to a few, and these few were made too great for the 
safety or good government of the State. 

In every constitution it seems to have been common for 
the holders of office to have opportunities of making large 
illegitimate gains ; and this was especially fatal to oligar
chies, for the Many, though often well content to be relieved 
from unremunerative political responsibilities and set free 
to attend to their own concerns, felt it hard that they should 
be expected to sacrifice both office and profit 1, and hence 
had every motive for making an assault on the holders of 
power. In democracies, again, the rich were often as much 
oppressed as the poor in oligarchies. 

Three principles of the utmost importance were commonly 
ignored in the organization of the State. In the first 
place, no care was taken that the constitution should have 
force on its side-that those who wished well to it should 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 8. 16. 1163 b 8, 
ov yap fUTIJI aµa XP11/J.aTi(Eu8at a1TO 
rwv 1eo111w11 ical nµiiu8a1· £111Tiiu1 yap 
TO EAaTTOJI ovBEtS' V1TOJ1.EllEI. TtP a~ 

1TE pt XP~µara £AaTTOV/J.Ell'!' Tl/J.~V 
U7TOVEµovut ical T~ awpoBoK'!' XP~
µara' TO Kar' a~iav yap l1TaVLUOL Kat 
uw(EI T~JI cptALall, Ka8a1TEp £tp')Tal. 
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be stronger than those who did not. This mistake was 
probably often made in oligarchies and aristocracies. Next, 
the votaries of each deviation-form were not content, unless 
they pushed their favourite constitution to an extreme, and 
thus constitutions which, though faulty, might perhaps have 
been bearable, became altogether oppressive and in
tolerable. We gather that the members of a Greek party 
actually took oaths to each other, and even swore to injure 
the members of the party opposed to them ; each party 
thus became a band of sworn brethren, and it was perjury 
not only to change sides, but even to abstain from plotting 
injury to the opposite faction. The result was that each 
State came to be two States, and not one. 

The third and last mistake, however, was in Aristotle's 
view the greatest of all. No attempt was made to produce 
in the classes possessed of power the character and quali
ties which would enable them to maintain their position. 
The sons of oligarchs were allowed to indulge in luxury, 
while the poor they ruled derived vigour from their labours 
and hardships. Democracy, again, made it a principle to 
allow men to live as they liked, and accepted the momentary 
will of the majority as decisive, not seeing that it too 
needs the support of a congenial ~eos, moulded by law 
and education in the way most conducive to the main
tenance of democratic institutions. 

The way to preserve a constitution was, according to 
Aristotle, to take an exactly opposite course in respect of 
all these matters. 

Aristotle dwells first on the necessity of watchfulness, 
which is natural enough in one who held that small matters, 
or gradual social changes not easy to detect, are often at" 
the bottom of revolutions. Well-balanced constitutions 
must be on their guard to prevent infractions of legality, 
and especially small infractions, for these tend to repeat 
themselves, and to mount up in the end to something 
considerable. Constitutions often stand their ground better 
for being set in the midst of perils, for danger produces 
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vigilance. There should be laws to check the rise of 
quarrels and rivalries among the more important citizens, 
and no effort should be spared to save those who are not 
yet involved in these quarrels and rivalries from being 
drawn into the vortex : this is work which calls for the keen 
eye of a statesman 1• The same vigilance must be shown 
in reference to the property-qualification for office, if the 
constitution rests on one; it must be adjusted to any 
change in the wealth of the State-in small States every 
year, in large ones every three or five years ; the character 
of the constitution will thus be maintained unaltered. 
Whatever may be the nature of the constitution, it is well 
to take care not to aggrandize any single individual unduly; 
offices with a limited competence tenable for a long 
term are better than great offices tenable for a short 
one. But if great offices have to be conferred on the same 
individual all together, they should not be taken away all 
together, but gradually. The laws should, as far as they 
can, make it impossible for an individual of this kind to 
arise, strong in the numbers of his friends and in his com
mand of wealth ; but if he does arise, any removal imposed 
on him should be a removal beyond the limits of the 
State 2_ Again, since men's ways of life often lead to 
designs of innovation, a magistracy should be instituted to 
keep watch on those who live in a manner inexpedient for 
the constitution, whether it be a democracy or an oligarchy. 
For just the same reason it is necessary to take precautions 
against the various sections of the community enjoying 
prosperity singly and by turns, not simultaneously 3-to 
see that the rich do not flourish and the poor suffer, 
or the rich suffer and the poor flourish, and that the better 

1 Cp. Demosth. de Cor. c. 246, 
aXXc'z µ~v Ziv y' av o pfirnp vrreuBvvos 
ei17, rrcurnv £~fraatv Xaµ{3avE' - ov 

..... ' ,, ) \ ..... rrapatTDVp.at. TLVa ovv Ean TavTa; 
llieiv TU rrpayµarn apxop.Eva Kat rrpo
ataB£a8a1 KaL rrpOELTrELV TOLS aXXots. 
TavTa rrirrpaKTai µ01. 

2 7 (5). 8. 1308 b 19, drroli17p.1)TL
Kos TrOLEta8at Ttl> rrapaaTCtuEL> QVTWV. 

Cp. Plato, Laws 855 C and Stall
baum's note. 

8 No student of English history 
is ignorant, how often the very 
thing which Aristotle here coun
sels statesmen to guard against 
has occurred in the course of it, 
often without attracting much 
notice from anybody till too late. 
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classes do not feel themselves in the shade, while the many 
are in the sunshine, or vice versa. Inequalities of this 
kind lead to civil trouble, and the way to prevent their 
occurrence is to see that all elements of the State have 
a share in office, and to try either to link together 
( <TVµµiyvvvai, i 308 b 29) rich and poor, or to increase 
the strength of the moderately well-to-do. 

Above all, care should be taken to prevent office being 
a source of gain, both by laws devised for this end and by 
the arrangements of the State in general. When matters 
are so ordered, oligarchy is freed from one of its most 
pressing perils, and democracy has for once the chance 
of allying itself with aristocracy 1, for while office will be 
open to all, it will be willingly abandoned by the people 
to men of position (yvc/Jpiµoi), and thus both classes will have 
what they want 2• 

\Vatchfulness, however, is not everything. Good govern
ment is also necessary. Aristotle insists on the conduct of 
the magistrates and the arrangements as to the magistra
cies being such as to satisfy both those within the pale of 
the constitution and those outside it. Fair and kindly 
treatment of both is essential. In a democracy not only 
the capital of the rich, but their incomes should be ten
derly dealt with. Aristotle evidently desires to relieve them, 
even against their will, of the less useful public burdens, 
such as the provision of choruses and torch-races 3• In an 
oligarchy the poor should be well cared for: lucrative 
offices should be abandoned to them, and outrages com
mitted by rich men on poor men should be punished more 
severely than those committed by rich men on members 

1 A saying was ascribed by 
tradition to Periander that demo
cracy was best when it most 
nearly resembled aristocracy 
([Plutarch] Sept. Sap. Conv. c. 
II). lsocrates also had eulo
gized (Panath. § I 3 r) the kind 
of democracy which allied it
self with aristocracy (a.,,,.,oKpariav 
<l(JtrJ"ToKpar[q. XfJW/LEV'f/V)-the demo
cracy which placed at its head 

'the most capable of the citizens 
and those likely to manage the 
affairs of the State in the best 
and justest way' (Pana th.§ 132). 

2 Cp.Eth. Nie. 9. 6. I167 a 34, ou 
ycip fa-8' Oµ.ovoEiv TO aVrO EKcirEpov 
EvvoELv oatrrrorE, axxa rO Ev rci> aVr<t>, 
ornv Orav KaL 0 aijµ.or Kal oi. frrtELKELr 
TOVS apt<TTOVS tipxElv· OVTW yap 
7ra<Tt ylyv£Tm oiJ lcpfrvrni. 

3 Cp. 8 (6). 5. 132ob 3. 
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of their own class. The concentration of property in a 
few hands should be discouraged : property should be 
transmitted by inheritance, not by will or gift, and no single 
individual should be capable of taking more than one 
inheritance ; fortunes will thus be more equal, and a larger 
number will be raised from the ranks of the poor to 
those of the well-to-do. Both in oligarchy and democracy 
those who have the smaller share in the adv·antages of the 
constitution should enjoy a superiority over the rest, or at 
least an equality of position with them, in respect of all 
offices which are not 'supreme over the constitution' 
( KVpLaL r~s 7rOALTEfos ), for offices of this nature must be confided 
to those favoured by the constitution either exclusively 
or in such a way that the rest will be in a minority. 
They should be given to men who are not only well
aff ected to the constitution and skilled in the work to be 
done, but also endowed with the type of virtue which is 
most in harmony with the particular constitution 1• 

Generally (Aristotle continues) whatever provisions of law 
we describe as advantageous to constitutions, are preservative 
of them 2 ; and especially attention to that principle which 
we have repeatedly mentioned as one of the highest im
portance-the principle that those who wish the constitution 
well must be stronger than those who do not 3• But then 
we must not suppose, as the framers of oligarchical and 

1 As the citizen under every 
constitution must possess the 
type of virtue appropriate to the 
constitution (3. 4. 1276 b 30: cp. 
6 (4). 7. 1293 b 5 sq.), it is only 
natural that Aristotle should ex
pect this of the holder of a Kvpia 

cipx~· b ' ~- n 2 7(5).9.1309 l4,arr:X6iso£, oua 
'" TOLS' vclµ.ots rur uuµ.rpipovTa :Xiyoµ.Ev 
Tats rro:Xiu{ais, arravTa rni!Ta uw(n 
Ta> rroAtTELas. Cp. 8 (6). 5. 1319 b 
40, n8£µ.ivous 13€ TotovTous 116µ.ous 
Kat Tovs dyparf>ous 1<at Tovs yEypaµ.
µ.ivour, o~ 'll'Ep1/..~-.fro11rn1 µ6./..1urn Ta 
u&i(ovTa Tas 'll'OAiTfias: 8 (6). I. 

I 3 I 7 a 29, Tll yap TaLS l31)µoKpaTLalS 
aKoAouBoi!vrn Kai l3oKOVIJ'l"a dvai T~S 

'll'OAt'l"Elas olKEta TaVT1)S: 7 (5). l I. 
1314 a 12, rni!ra Kat Ta rniavTa 
Tvpa11111Ka µ.€11 Kat uo>T~pia Tijs dpxijs. 
The provisions of law which are 
suitable to a democracy are enu
merated in 8 (6). 2. 1317 b 18 sqq. 

3 Question and answer before 
the Lords' Committee on the 
Irish Land Act (1882) : 'Q. 
What should you regard as a 
stable equilibrium? A. I should 
regard as a stable equilibrium 
that position of things in which 
the majority of the people would 
be anxious to be conservative in 
the best sense' (Times, May 2, 

1882). 
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democratic constitutions often seem to do, that the laws of 
a democracy or an oligarchy should be made as democratic 
or oligarchical as possible ; on the contrary, the mean must 
always be kept in view. Nor is legislation everything: the 
wisest laws will be of little use, if the citizens are not trained 
to live in the way which is most conducive to the main
tenance of the constitution of the State, whatever it may be. 
The best security against weakness ( aKpa<J'ta) in the case of 
an individual is a formed habit of right action, and the same 
thing is true of a State. It must become a' second nature' 
to the citizen to live in the way most conducive to the 
maintenance of the constitution. We remember that Aris
totle has elsewhere said that the virtue of the citizen is 
relative to the safety of the constitution, just as that of a 
sailor is relative to the safety of the ship, and that the con
stitution is the mode of life adopted by the State (3. 4. 
1276 b 20 sqq.: 6 (4). II. 1295 a 40). 

Aristotle's Vigilance, good conduct, thoughtfulness for those ex-
views on 1 d d f d . . bl . . r h this subject c u e rom power, mo erat10n, a suita e trammg 1or t e 
contrasted citizens-these things, according to Aristotle, are the safe-
with those . . 
of the guards of constitutions. 
writer of If we read the short paper, or extract from a letter 1, on 
the paper 
on the the Athenian Constitution which finds a place, rightly or 

t~~~~i\~~ wrongly, among the works of Xenophon, we shall see in 
tion which how totally different a spirit it is written. 
is included I · l' h h h h f · among the t imp 1es t roug out t at t e true way o preserving 
writings of a democracy is to study exclusively the interest of' the poor 
Xenophon. d h l d h . r · ' ( , 1 ' an t e common peop e an t e 1111enor sort oL 7rEVT/TfS KaL 

oi '(51/fLOTaL Ka~ oi XELpovs, I. 4)-to increase their numbers to 
the utmost 2, and to swell their prosperity and to diminish 

1 It is addressed, apparently by 
an Athenian of oligarchical sym
pathies (ltroi{iuaµfv, I. 12), to a 
friend (rrv voµl(m, I. 8), and is 
intended to correct his impression 
that the constitution of Athens 
and the arrangements of the State 
generally were a monument of 
folly. There is much method, it 

argues, in the supposed madness 
of the Athenians. 

2 Cp. 8 (6). 4. 1319b 6sqq., 
trpor (Ji To Ka8ianivai Ta-uTfJV T~v 
lJf}µoKpaTiav (sc. T~ll TfA£vmiav), ical 
Tov ~ijµov troif'iv luxvpov fiooBaaw ol 
trpOEUTWTE> Tei> trpouAaµ{3a11ELll eds:' 
1TA£iUTOV!i' K.T.A. 
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the wealth and the prosperity of 'the rich and the good' 
( oi nA.ovcrwi KaL ot xpricrrol), for these are always foes to 
democracy ( r. 4-5). 'It is precisely the policy followed 
by the Athenians of favouring the poor at the expense of 
the "good," that most clearly proves them to be effectual 
preservers of their democracy, for the more the poor and 
the common people and the inferior sort flourish and in
crease in number, the more the democracy thrives, whereas, 
if the rich and the "good" flourish, the popular party makes 
the side opposed to it strong' (r. 4). If Athens allows 
any one who pleases to get up in the assembly and take an 
active part in its deliberations, however poor and low and 
ignorant he may be, it adopts the best means for preserving 
the democracy(~ O"f}}.WKpar{a µaAicrT' av <rw(oLTO OVTWS', I. 8). 
The poor are better advisers for a democracy than the 
rich, for the rich with all their virtue and wisdom are not 
well disposed to democracy, and would not advise it for 
its good, but for their own 1• It might be in the interest of 
'orderly government' ( divoµCa), if only the cleverest and 
best men were allowed to address the assembly, but a 
democracy has to disregard considerations of ' orderly 
government,' for •orderly government' means the supremacy 
of the 'good' and the silencing and slavery of the demos. 
A democracy must indulge slaves and allow them to grow 
rich 2, for otherwise their owners will lose the sums which 
they pay by way of contribution (?17rocpopc't), and be unable 
to furnish the State with the means of maintaining a fleet. 
The metoeci must be indulged for similar reasons. The 
democracy of Athens puts down the students of gymnastic 
and music 3, for it knows that pursuits of this kind are not 
for poor men, but it encourages rich men to undertake the 
costly functions of choregus, gymnasiarch, and trierarch, 
because the demos derives advantage from their outlay in 

1 Contrast the view expressed 
by Aristotle in 6 (4). 14. 1298 b 
13 sqq., where he says-{louAEv
uovrni yap {3iA nov Koivr/ {3ovXw6-
µEvoi 71"UJITH, 0 µiv ar;µM µEra TWIJ 
yvwp{p.wv, o{;rol a£ p.ETa TOV 71"A~Bovi;. 

2 Cp. Pol. 7 (5). I I. 1313 b 32 
sqq.: 8 (6). 4. 1319 b 27 sq. 

3 C. I. I 3, rovi; tJi yvp.va(op.ivovr 
ailr6Bi Kal rf-iv p.ovuiK9v lmr'}aEvov
rnr KarnAEAVKEV o aTjp.oi;. 
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these positions ; the poor receive pay for singing and 
dancing in the choruses, for running in the races and 
rowing in the triremes, and thus they gain and the rich 
become less rich (I. 13). If the Athenian demos plunders 
the rich in the dependent States of the Empire, and exiles 
them and puts them to death, it does so in order to weaken 
them, for it knows that if this class once became powerful 
in the dependencies, it would soon have to say farewell to 
its empire (I. 14). 

The writer sums up as follows-' As to the Athenian 
constitution, I do not commend it, but since it is the plea
sure of the Athenians to be democratically governed, they 
seem to me, in following the policy which I have described, 
to take the right means to preserve the democracy' (3. I). 
The whole drift of the composition is that a democracy 
which wishes to be durable must impoverish the rich 
and diminish their numbers, and see that the demos 
is as numerous and as well off as possible. Aristotle 
recommends democracies to adopt a diametrically op
posite course (7 (5). 8. 1309 a 14 sqq.). The writer of 
the De Republica Atheniensium, though his notion of 
the true policy for a democracy is much the same as 
that of the democratic leaders referred to by Aristotle 
in the Eighth Book (c. 4. 1319 b 6 sqq.), appears to 
go even beyond them, for they do not seem to have 
insisted on the weakening and impoverishment of the rich. 
He probably wished to depict as vividly as possible the 
consequences and accompaniments of a democratic regime, 
and to point out that the only way of escaping them is 
to abjure democracy, though he allows that at Athens, 
where the fleet does so much for the State, democracy 
has a just claim to exist (1. 2). Aristotle's aim, on the 
contrary, is to show that there are other forms both of 
democracy and oligarchy than the extreme forms, and that 
those who are called on to administer these extreme 
forms will, if they are wise, seek the means of preserving 
them, not in oppression, but in good government and 
consideration for those excluded from power. Even Aris-
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totle, however, does not see how much the interests of 
rich and poor are bound up together-how difficult it is 
to oppress the capitalist without impoverishing the poor. 

If any one desires to test the truth of Aristotle's account 
of the causes of revolution and the means of preventing it, 
let him select for study some great and notable instances 
of constitutional change-the decline and fall of the• nobili
tas' at Rome or the fall of the ancien regime in France
and then ask himself whether Aristotle has not stated in 
advance many of the causes of each of these changes. 
Some influences, no doubt, escape his notice, and perhaps, 
in reading the Seventh Book, we are too much allowed to 
forget that constitutional change is often made necessary, 
and even desirable, by changes in the social conditions, but 
nevertheless, it may be questioned whether on the whole 
anything better and wiser has ever been written on the 
subject than these two chapters of the Politics. 

The Tenth and Eleventh chapters investigate the causes Causes of 

of the fall of monarchies and the means of preserving them. ~~nr:;~h~~s 
At the very outset, however, as might be anticipated, and means 

. of preserv-
a strong contrast 1s drawn between the two forms assumed ing them. 

by Monarchy in Greece, Kingship and Tyranny. They 
differ, we are told, in origin and nature, and we are not 
surprised to find in the sequel that the means by which 
they are preserved are not altogether the same. 

The conception of Kingship was one of the earliest of 
the good traditions of Greece, and among the noblest and 
most permanently valuable of them. Aristotle did little 
more for it than to accept it 1, and hand it on to the 
Roman and medieval world. The King is, in his view, a 
man of high worth, or belongs to a family of high worth, 
or has conferred great benefits on his people-founded its 
greatness, secured its independence, or added to its terri
tory-or he unites worth or service with power ( 7 (5). 10. 

1310 b 33 sqq.). Kingship, like Aristocracy, rests on desert 

1 He accepts it, though he adds that the only true King is the 
TraµfJautAEV~. 
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(1310 b 2, 31 sq.). It is not won by force or deceit, but is 
earned. It appears to be conceived by Aristotle as usually 
hereditary, but not necessarily so (c. 10. 1313 a ro, f.v rn'i<> 
Kara y'vo<> (3arnA.<Cni<>). It is regarded by him as owing its 
origin to the support of the better classes ( oi E1TlElKEL'>, oi 
yvwpiµ.oi), and we are told that the King stands between 
rich and poor to see that neither class suffers wrong from 
the other. He lives for that which is noble, as the tyrant 
lives for that which is pleasant. He is ambitious of honour 
as the tyrant is ambitious of wealth; the soldiers who 
guard him are citizens of the State, while those who guard 
the tyrant are aliens. The King rules for the common 
good; the tyrant regards the common good only so far as 
it promotes his own. 

The same causes, however, which bring about the fall of 
non-monarchical constitutions-' constitutions' strictly so 
called-bring about the fall both of kingship and tyranny. 
As in constitutions, so in monarchies, the ends aimed at 
by those who seek to overthrow them are wealth and 
honour 1• So again, men attack monarchies, as they attack 
constitutions, from a sense of wrong or from feelings of fear 
or contempt. Their attack may be directed either against 
the person of the monarch or against his throne. Attacks 
on the person are mainly due to indignation aroused by 
outrage, while those who assail the monarch's throne are 
commonly animated by feelings of contempt, or are made 
hopeful of success by possessing the monarch's confidence 
or by holding high office (1312 a 6 sqq.: 1314 a 23 sqq.). 

So far Kingship and Tyranny are exposed to the same 
perils, but Tyranny has special perils of its own. It falls 
both from disagreements within the dynasty and from the 
action of foreign States whose constitutions are hostile to it. 
Tyrants are always hated, and exposed to attacks inspired 
by hatred, but the attacks on them which lead to the over-

1 Those assailants of tyrants, 
indeed, who are moved by love of 
distinction ( <f>iA.onp.ia) do not era ve 
for themselves the wealth and 
dignities possessed by the tyrant : 

what they seek is glory ; their 
object is to distinguish themselves. 
They too aim at honour, but in a 
different sense from others ( c. 10. 

1311 a 28 sqq.: 1312 a 21 sqq.). 
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throw of the Tyranny are in many cases due to contempt; 
the founder of a tyranny is less often overthrown than his 
luxurious successor. Kingship, on the other hand, is less 
than any other constitution interfered with by foreign 
States1; its fall is mostly due to discord in the royal family, 
or to attempts to make the royal authority more absolute, 
and to raise it above the law. To moderate the power 
of a Kingship is the best way to make it last. Aristotle 
would probably have seen in the despotism of the Tudors 
and Stuarts the cause of the decline of Monarchy in 
England. 

The picture of rvpavvCs in the Seventh Book takes no ac
count of several of the forms of it described in the Third and 
Sixth Books, and concerns itself only with rvpavvCs in its 
extreme form (r1 µ&.lu<J"ra rvpavvfs, 6 (4)· 10. 1295 a 18), and 
as it presented itself in a Greek State. Aristotle's account 
of it is thus hardly less sombre than that given in the 
Republic of Plato, though, unlike Plato, he does what he 
can to amend its methods of government. 

He draws an interesting distinction in the Tenth Chapter 
(cp. c. 5. 1305 a 7 sqq.) between some of the earlier Greek 
tyrants and those of a later day. The earlier tyrants, he 
tells us, were often ambitious kings, or else holders of 
great offices in free States, who converted their lawful 
prerogatives into tyranny-the tyrants of Ionia were of 
the latter type, and Pheidon of Argos was not the only 
instance of the former-but as to the later tyrants, and 
some of the earlier ones apparently-for instance, Cypselus 
(7 (5). 12. 1315 b 27)-he is at one with Plato in stating 
that they came forward as the champions of the demos 
against the rich. In those days, unlike the still later time 
at which Aristotle himself lived and wrote, demagogues 
commonly possessed military skill, and it was not difficult 
for them to seize absolute power. It was thus that 
Peisistratus at Athens, Theagenes at Megara, and Diony
sius at Syracuse won their tyrannies. By the time of 
Aristotle, however, the conditions had altered : dema-

1 1312 b 38: cp. 1312 a 93 sqq. 
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gogues were then rhetoricians, not soldiers, so that not 
many of them became tyrants (c. 5. 1305 a 13)· Notwith
standing this, Aristotle still speaks of tyranny in these 
chapters (e.g. c. IO. I 3 IO b 14) as beginning in demagogy. 

We know from the history of the Italian Republics of 
the Middle Ages that tyranny is a not uncommon out
growth of the City-State; otherwise Aristotle's account 
of the Greek tyrant might make us wonder that such a 
being should ever have existed. 

His rule is described as exercised over unwilling subjects 
and wholly based on force. The mercenaries who main
tained him in power were supported by the proceeds of 
heavy taxes imposed on his subjects. These taxes would no 
doubt fall mainly on the rich, but both rich and poor are 
described as suffering under his rule. It is said to combine the 
worst features of extreme oligarchy and extreme democracy. 
Like the extreme oligarchy\ the tyrant deprives the people 
of arms 2, oppresses them, drives them from the city, and 
scatters them in villages. Like the extreme democracy, he 
carries on a perpetual war with citizens of position (roi:s 
yvwp[µ.ois); he puts them to death both secretly and openly, 
and exiles them, for he regards them as his rivals for 
power ; it is, in fact, from their ranks that plots for the 
overthrow of a tyranny commonly proceed (13u a 18). 

Aristotle's view of tyranny did not probably differ much 
from that current in the sounder portions of Greek society. 
We know that though Jason of Pherae was not an oppressive 
ruler 3, his murderers were publicly honoured in most of the 
Greek States they visited 4 • The tyrant Hiero, in the 
dialogue of Xenophon which bears his name, describes him-

1 C. 10. 1311 a 9, €1C µ€11 6A.iyap
xla~, but the extreme oligarchy is 
probably referred to, as previously 
in 1310 b 4. 

2 Isocrates mentions in his let
ter (Epist. 7) to Timotheus, tyrant 
of the Pontic Heracleia, that Cle
ommis, the tyrant of l\Iethymna, 
trusted all his subjects with arms 
(c. 8 sq.), but this was evidently 

an unusual and somewhat peril
ous course. l\fost tyrants went 
armed themselves, and were sur
rounded with armed men (Xen. 
Hiero 2. 8). Cypselus had no 
guard (Pol. 7 (5). 12. 1315 b 27), 
but he was an exception to the 
general rule. 

3 Diod. 1 ;. 61. 
4 Xen. Hell. 6. 4. 32. 
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self in effect as an outlaw on a throne 1• But then we must 
remember that tyranny had a brighter side, which Aristotle 
does not here take into account. The tyrant sometimes 
gave his State predominance in return for its surrender of 
freedom. The founder of a tyranny was commonly a man 
of much energy and ability, capable of doing great things 
for the State he ruled. We may be sure that Pherae was 
not sorry to become the first State of Thessaly, even 
though it owed its aggrandisement to Jason. We may be 
sure that many citizens of Syracuse rejoiced, when Dionysius 
the Elder made their city the leading power in Sicily and 
South Italy, and the rallying-point of Greek resistance to 
Carthage. Well-cared-for mercenary troops were rapidly 
becoming more effective in war than citizen-soldiers 2, and 
the tyrant's military force was necessarily a mercenary 
force. Even when the tyrant was not a Jason or a Diony
sius, he occasionally won the good-will of his subjects. 
The memory of Euphron, the tyrant of Sicyon, was idolized 
by the Sicyonians. He was a benefactor to his State, says 
Xenophon, and therefore, as often happens, his fellow
citizens took him to be what he was not, a good man 3-

They buried him in the agora, and worshipped him as the 
second founder of the State. Aristotle tells us that plots 
against the tyrant commonly originated with the rich, and 
it is probable that the poor often forgave him much for his 
oppression of their oppressors. Here and there, indeed, we 
find a tyrant governing well. Timotheus, tyrant of the 
Pantie Heracleia, is an instance of this 4• 

Aristotle himself seems to feel that tyranny might become 
far less intolerable, if it adopted less objectionable means 
than those which it usually adopted for securing its own 
continuance. Periander was credited with the invention of 
the policy traditionally recommended to tyrants, which, 
however, recalled in many points the practices of Persian 
rule. This policy was demoralizing enough. The tyrant 

1 Xen. Hiero c. 4. 4 sq. 
2 Xen. Hell. 6. I. 5 sq. 
8 Xen. Hell. 7. 3. 12. 

VOL. I. 

4 Grote, History of Greece 
12. 629. 

~n 
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was to cut off all individuals who towered above the rest
to put an end to syssitia, clubs, and intellectual gatherings1

-

to allow of no meeting-places for the social employment of 
leisure nor of any meetings for that purpose-to do all he 
could to prevent his subjects coming to know or trust each 
other, or developing high spirit and self-confidence-to get 
them to live in public and under his eye, and to hang about 
his court, so that they may think humbly of themselves-to 
employ spies-to promote disunion and hostility between 
individuals, to set class against class, and to sow divisions 
among the rich-to impoverish his subjects by costly works 
--to be always at war that they may need a leader-to 
distrust his friends as those most capable of overthrowing 
him, and to conciliate women and slaves by indulging them, 
so that even what passes indoors may be known to him. 
He will be fond of low people, for they will be his humble 
flatterers and fit instruments for his purposes, and will dis
countenance all self-respecting and independent characters; 
his companions will be aliens rather than citizens-artists, 
singers, and musicians, on whom he lavishes the sums he 
wrings from the hard-won earnings of the poor. 

It is evident that a tyranny administered on these 
principles must have been fatal to that free social inter
course for purposes of relaxation and discussion which was 
everything to the Greek. I ts evil effects would be 
experienced both by rich and poor, but the rich probably 
felt them most. The poor might suffer oppression and be 
degraded by the deprivation of arms, but the rich and the 
cultivated were robbed of all that was best in Hellenic life. 
A city ruled by a tyrant of this type can have been no 
home for Greeks, or even for honest and self-respecting 
men. 

1 We see that the founder of 
the Museum of Alexandria did 
that which a tyrant would not 
have done, when he not only 
tolerated, but endowed and placed 
near to his own palace, a large 
gathering of studious men and 
their disciples. It was natural 

enough that the tyrant Euergetes 
I I should scatter the Alexandrian 
students by his persecutions 
(Athen. Deipn. 184 c). Dion's 
Syracusan enterprise, it may be 
added, received cordial support 
in the Academy (Grote, History 
of Greece I I. II 6 ). 
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Aristotle does not say that the traditional method of 
maintaining a tyranny was ineffective for its purpose, but he 
regards it as immoral and contemptible (1314 a 12). He 
recommends a wholly different course for the tyrant's 
adoption, as Isocrates had done before him 1• He does not 
tell him, as he tells the King, that he may make his throne 
more lasting by parting with some of its power, but he ad
vises him to rule in such a way as to seem, not the selfish 
tyrant, but the public-spirited and thrifty steward of the 
State-in a word, to approximate his rule as far as possible 
to that of a king, without, however, diminishing the means 
he possesses of compelling obedience. As in free consti
tutions, so in tyranny the principle must not be lost sight 
of, that those who wish well to the constitution must be 
stronger than those who wish it ill, and the tyrant must 
take care to win for his tyranny either the combined sup
port of rich and poor, or the support of the stronger of the 
two factions ; it will not then be necessary for him either to 
liberate slaves 2 or to deprive freemen of their arms (1315a 
31 sqq.). 

The very first sentence of the Eighth Book reminds us Sketch of 

how little we have heard in the Seventh of the four or five ~~:t~00~-the 
sub-forms of oligarchy and democracy which were enume- Eighth 

rated in the Sixth. Aristotle recurs to these sub-forms at Book. 

the beginning of the Eighth Book, and recalls the fact 
that though he has distinguished various forms of oli-
garchy and democracy, and pointed out under what con-
ditions each is in place, he has not shown how each form 
should be constructed-he has not shown what organization 
is at once appropriate in each case and satisfactory. Nor 
has he studied hybrid forms of constitution ( <Tvvova<Tµ,oi)-

forms in which an aristocratic judiciary is combined with an 

1 In his address to Nicocles 
and his Jetter to Timotheus. 

2 This was probably one of the 
most odious weapons in the 
arsenal of the tyrant : cp. Xen. 
Hell. 7. 3. 8, where the murderer of 

the tyrant Euphron says in his 
own defence - Kat µ.~v 7rW> ouK 
a7rpo<f>a<TLCTTW> rvpavvos ~v, 8s aov
Aovs µ.€v ou µ.ovov /Xev8€pov> aXXa 
Kat 7rOAtTaf> /7rOLEI K.T.A, 

~ n 2 
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oligarchical organization of the deliberative authority and 
the magistracies, or in which some other combination of 
differing constitutions occurs. Both these subjects, how
ever, require to be studied. The Eighth Book, nevertheless, 
as we have it, breaks off before the subject of hybrid forms 
is reached, and the book consists of an investigation of the 
first-mentioned subject, followed, as we have already seen, 
by an epilogue to the discussions respecting magistracies 
which are left avowedly incomplete in the Sixth. 

The fragment of the book which has reached us seems, 
therefore, to be intended to give technical help to the 
framers and reformers (1317 a 33 sq.) of democratic and 
oligarchical constitutions in Greece. Aristotle's object in it 
is to point out to them, under what circumstances these con
stitutions should assume a moderate or a pronounced form 
( c. 7. 1321 a 8), and what institutions are appropriate and 
desirable in each form, and to save them from constructing 
each in an inappropriate or undesirable way. A common 
error, for instance, was 1 to hold that every democracy must 
unite in itself every democratic feature (li:rravra ra OTJµ.onKa), 
whereas the very thing that makes democracy vary in form 
is the circumstance that it need not do so : democracy may 
embody more or fewer of these characteristics, or all of 
them, as it pleases (1317 a 29 sqq.). Aristotle seeks to 
show how each form of democracy and oligarchy should be 
constituted. He points out how even the extreme demo
cracy and the extreme oligarchy may be made tolerable, 
just as in the Seventh Book he had shown the tyrant how 
to make his power durable. His aim in the Eighth Book 
evidently is to give useful aid to the founders of moderate 
forms of democracy and oligarchy, and to guide the 
founders of the extreme forms into moderate paths. There 
is much in the book which illustrates and enforces in detail 
the counsel of the Seventh Book to keep the mean (ro 
µ.€O"oi') in view ( c. 9. i 309 b l 8 sqq.). 

i C. I. 1317 a 35 sqq. 
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To Aristotle the political art is the means by which the Aristotle's 

individual is enabled to make the link which binds him to ~:nc~-the 
the State a blessing instead of a curse. It cannot, indeed, problem 

of Political 
overrule Nature and Fortune, or make good all defects of Science. 

material and circumstance ; it cannot render human society 
everywhere all that it ought to be; but it can point out 
what the State is at its best, for the benefit of the few who 
can realize its best form, and it can also point out how 
under every variety of circumstances constitutions may be 
ameliorated, or at all events made to work tolerably. It 
must not rest content with depicting an ideal State or 
a series of ideal States; it must learn to do something for 
every form of society, however imperfect. 

How far it is really the business of Political Science to 
enter on so many problems of detail, or to construe its 
functions in so practical a spirit, may well be questioned, 
but Aristotle's conception of its mission is as er.editable to 
his patriotism, as his handling of the subject is to his 
wisdom and statesmanship. Theophrastus persevered in 
the same path, and supplemented Aristotle's Politics by 
writing a work on Laws, and teaching the statesman how 
to deal with those 'inclinationes rerum' (KaipoC), which in 
practice so largely determine his action 1• Dicaearchus was 
also an influential Peripatetic writer on political subjects, 
but after the death of Strato (270-268 B.C.) the Peripatetic 
school seems to have lost much of its vitality. 

Stoicism and Epicureanism had arisen meanwhile, and Relation of 

f h . h" l Stoics and the broad tendency o t eir teac mg was more or ess to Epicureans 

detach the individual from politics. To the Stoics Virtue to Politics 
. . and Politi-

was Knowledge, and came not by habituation, but by cal Science. 

teaching; philosophy, therefore, was its source rather than 
society. To know the law of the Universe was virtue. 

1 Aristotle had said (Eth. Nie. 
2. 2. I 104a 5)-Totovrnv [f 6vTO> Toil 
KaBoX.ov X.oyov, €n µ0.X.ft.ov o Trepl 
TWV KaB' EKU<TTU X.oya> ol!K EXEL Tat<pi
{3€!>' oilTE yap V'TrO TEXVTJV oM' vrro 
mzpayye'A{av oUJeµlav 7rt7rTEt, 8e"i 8' 
aliToV> de! TOV!> rrpaTTOVTa!> Ta 7rpo> 

Tov Kaipov uKoTreiv, &urrep Kal lrrl Try> 
lnTptKry> EXEL Kat Try> 1<v{3epVTJTLKry>. 
Perhaps Theophrastus thought 
that something might be done for 
men's guidance even in reference 
to Ta 7rpo> rov Ka1pov. 
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Still political life recommended itself to them as affording 
opportunities for doing good. In one respect, indeed, their 
conception of the statesman is in advance of that of Plato 
and Aristotle, for in their view he lives to promote not only 
the happiness of his fellow-citizens but that of mankind 1• 

The \\'ise man, however, would not take an active part in 
the affairs of any and every State, for if the State is too 
unsatisfactory, he will withdraw from its concerns; and 
after all, 'a philosopher who teaches and improves his 
fellow-men benefits the State quite as much as a warrior, 
an administrator, or a civil functionary 2

.' The o-1Tovoa'ios, we 
see, is no longer necessarily a 1roAiTLKos, as he was to Aris
totle3. Besides, the true State was to the Stoics the World
State-a State co-extensive with the human race, or rather 
embracing not only men but gods. Still the Stoics wrote 
freely about politics. They composed treatises on King
ship, which we must not undervalue, for in the Greek world 
of the third century before Christ the influence of philoso
phers was considerable, and occasionally availed to temper 
the despotism of the kings. They also joined \\·ith the 
Peripatetic Dicaearchus in extolling a combination of king
ship, aristocracy, and democracy 4• They took a keen 
interest in the Lacedaemonian State; its austerity pleased 
them, and not less its mixed constitution. None of them, 
however, appear to have studied the technical side of politics 
in the minute and painstaking way in which Aristotle and 
Theophrastus studied it, or to have attempted, like Aristotle, 
to amend the less hopeful constitutions. 

The Epicurean school stood still more aloof from politics. 
Epicurus sought to ease the strain of Greek life, to still 
that restless ambition to shine which had been at the root 
both of the greatness and the unhappiness of Greece, and to 
teach afresh the lesson of Democritus, that if men wish for 

1 See the teaching of the Stoic 
Athenodorus ap. Sen. de Tranq. 
An. 3, who says of the statesman 
-'cum utilem se efficere civibus 
rr.ortalibusque propositum ha beat.' 

; Zeller, Stoics Epicureans and 

Sceptics, E. T. p. 305. See 
Athenodorus ubi supra. 

3 Pol. 3. 4. 1277 b 16: 3. 18. 
1288 a 41 sqq. 

4 Diog. Laert. 7. 131. 
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cheerful tranquillity ( d;8vµ,Ca ), they must not be over-active 
either in private or public life, or attempt achievements 
beyond their power 1• The life of friendship, according to 
Epicurus, conferred more pleasure and was therefore better 
than political life. 

'Ut satius multo iam sit parere quietum 
Quam regere imperio res velle et regna tenere 2.' 

The State exists to prevent the infliction of wrong, and for 
no higher end : the wise man will take an active part in it 
only so far as is necessary for his own safety. 

Too little of the Greek literature of the two centuries 
after Theophrastus' death has survived to enable us to say 
with any certainty how far Aristotle's patient effort to 
understand and to ameliorate the public and private insti
tutions of Greece was continued during this period ; if it 
was continued, however, it must have been so in the face of 
many discouragements. We hear, indeed, of two disciples 
of Arcesilaus the founder of the New Academy, Ecdemus 
and Megalophanes, the tutors of Philopoemen, who, accord
ing to Plutarch, 'more than any other men of their time 
carried philosophy forward into politics and active life 3.' 

But the great scientific intellects of the third century before 
Christ-and there was no lack of them-seem to have 
sought distinction for the most part in other fields of 
inquiry. Little, if any, progress appears to have been 
made in the quiet and fruitful path which Aristotle had 
followed in political inquiry, and it is rather to the 
practical politics of this century and to such new births 
of time as the Achaean League that we must look, if 
we seek to trace some approach to a realization of his 
principle of moderation. The Achaean League was, in
deed, reared on the ruins of that Town-autonomy which 

1 Democrit. Fragm. 20,92 (Mul
lach, Fr. Philos. Gr. I. 341, 346). 

2 Luer. 5. u27. 
3 Plutarch, Philopoemen c. I, 

"EKl!T}µ.or Kal MeyaAocf>a117Jr oi Mfya
Ao1ToA'irac ••• 'ApKE<rtAa</? u11v~8ELS 

lv 'AKal!T}µE[Cf yEyo116nr, Kal cf>iXoao-
rh' ''\. ... e' t , , , 
'YtaV JJ.,Ul\LUT,a -rw,v Ka E'GVTOV~ E''lrt 

1TOALTEWV Kai 1TpagELr '11'poayayo11TfS. 
Their names are variously given : 
see Prof. Freeman, Federal Go
vernment I. p. 362 note. 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



The Poli-
tics the 
closing 
word in a 
long de
bate. 

Isocrates, 
Plato, and 
Aristotle. 

552 ISOCRATES. 

he prized, but its government did exemplify in some degree 
an union of democracy with aristocracy. 'Achaia,' says 
Mr. Freeman 1, 'still retained its mixture of moderate 
Democracy and moderate Aristocracy, its freedom from 
the rule alike of mobs, Tyrants, and Oligarchs.' 

The Politics of Aristotle is thus virtually the closing 
word, or almost the closing word, of a debate begun by 
Pythagoras and the Sophists, and continued by Socrates, 
Xenophon, Isocrates, and Plato. Aristotle's political views 
were the outcome of more than a century and a half of 
controversy. Fresh vigour had been added to the discus
sion in the later part of this period by the miseries of 
Greece. 

Three Greek writers especially seem to have taken the 
state of Greece to heart-Isocrates, Plato, and Aristotle. 
The orations of Isocrates, many of which are really political 
pamphlets, were evidently familiar to Aristotle, and were 
evidently thought by him of sufficient importance to 
be frequently glanced at in the Politics. Sometimes he 
agrees with opinions expressed in them; more often he 
does not. Isocrates is not once mentioned in the Politics, 
but his heresies probably lent a zest to the composition of 
the work, for many a tacit contradiction of them is to be 
found in its pages. 

He held that in politics and in the affairs of life opinion 
usually gives better results than science 2, whereas Aristotle 
insisted on the value of the ?Toi\mK~ im<TT~/J.T/ : he depre
ciated the legislative art in comparison with that of Rhe
toric, for the former, he said, was easily mastered 3, and, 
after all, dealt only with the internal organization of 
States 4, whereas the business of Rhetoric is to treat of 
such matters as the mutual relations of the States of Hellass., 
and to teach men civil prudence, or wisdom in deliberation, 

1 Federal Government I. p. 
500 : see also p. 47 5 and p. 392 
note. 

i Adv. Sophistas, §§ 8, 17: De 
Antid. § 271. 

3 De Antid. § 80. 
i Aristotle appears to dissent 

from this Yiew in Pol. 4 (7). 2. 

1325 a II sqq. 
0 De Antid. § 79. 
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which is the true end of education 1• Aristotle, on the 
contrary, holds that the 7ToA.iriKYJ Em<I'n/1xri is the supreme 
authority on all these subjects. It was natural that one 
who thought opinion a safer guide in politics and the 
conduct of life than Science, should seek to fit it for 
the discharge of this function, and should invoke the aid 
<>f Rhetoric for this purpose. Isocrates, accordingly, made 
it his aim to draw Rhetoric away from the humbler topics 
with which in his day it concerned itself, to the study of 
questions connected with the mutual relations of Greek 
States, and thus to render rhetorical training a school of 
civil wisdom. His strength lay in his affection for Hellas 
and his keen interest in her well-being. More than any
one else, he deserves credit for insisting on a right use of 
'hegemonical' authority. Looking back over the past of 
Hellas, he saw the Athenians, Lacedaemonians, and Thebans 
successively rising to supremacy and successively misusing 
the opportunity that Fortune gave them. His orations are 
spread over a considerable period of time, and, perhaps in 
part for this reason, are not very self-consistent. In one 
(the De Pace) he holds that there was something corrupt
ing in maritime empire; in others he implies that the root 
of the evil lay in faultiness of constitution. The constitu
tion is the soul of a State (Areopag. § 14: Panath. § i38). 
Monarchy, oligarchy, and democracy are all good, if only 
office be in the hands of those of the citizens who are fittest 
to rule ( oi iKavc.Sraroi rwv 7ToA.irwv, Pana th. § r 3z : cp. Xen. 
de Vectig. I. I). But on the whole Isocrates is in favour of 
democracy allied with aristocracy (Pana th. § 13 r : Areopag. 
passim). Already, however, in the Panegyric Oration (B. c. 
380) he had spoken as if all would be well in Greece, if only 
the Athenians and the Lacedaemonians would come to an 
agreement, and the other States would follow their example, 
and all would unite in a war against Persia-this, he implies, 
would suffice to restore internal harmony to each State 
without any constitutional alterations (Paneg. §§ r 73-4); 
and in the Philippus (B. c. 346), a work of his extreme old 

1 De Antid. §§ 261-280. 
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age, he recurs to this earlier view, and holds that the essen
tial thing for Greece is that Philip should heal the feuds of 
her four greatest States, Thebes, Lacedaemon, Athens, and 
Argos-the last thing that Philip was likely to do-and 
then become her leader in an invasion of the Persian Empire. 

Plato and Aristotle saw deeper. They say persistently 
what Isocrates says by fits and starts, that there must be 
a reorganization of the State, but they hold that the re
organization of the State must be based on a reorganization 
of knowledge. Plato and Aristotle base Politics, not on 
Opinion, but on Science, and trace back the Science of 
Politics to its roots in the Order of Nature. The begin
nings of sound Politics lie, according to the former, in a 
knowledge of the Ideas-according to the latter, in a know
ledge of the end of Man and the .purposes of X ature. 

Plato is less pre-occupied than Isocrates with the dis
union of Hellas, and more with the moral and political mis
conceptions which had made each State two States and not 
one, and were ruining the best-endowed natures. Let every 
class possess the virtues demanded by the position which it 
has to fill ; let the mass of men be just and temperate, the 
soldiers of the State be brave and obedient to its rulers, 
and let the rulers be men of high natural gifts and worth, 
to whom philosophy has given a glimpse of real existence, 
and who have learnt to be wise and just and good in the 
surest way-by contact with the Idea of Good; let the 
State no longer corrupt its best natures, but train them to 
rule by training them in philosophy. The State will then 
be at one with itself, and the soul of the individual will be 
so too ; and a moral and political regeneration will proceed 
hand in hand with the regeneration of Science, which will 
itself be accompanied by a reform of religion. 

Aristotle follows Plato in directing his attention mainly 
to the internal reorganization of the State, though he is 
well aware with lsocrates of the importance of regulating 
hegemony 1

• Unlike Plato, however, he has no panacea. 

1 He knows how much harm 
had been done by the prevailing 

misconception that the art of 
Politics is the art of Empire (4 
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'Power must be allotted in each State conformably to the 
social conditions prevailing in it. There are States whose 
social conditions point to the extreme democracy or the 
extreme oligarchy. In States so circumstanced these highly 
defective forms must exist, but they must be wisely or
ganized, so as to be as durable as possible. Elsewhere a 
moderate oligarchy or democracy will be in place. The 
holders of power will not be the same everywhere, but 
whoever they are, they must remember that their power 
will not be durable unless they not only behave well to 
each other, but also to those to whom the constitution as
signs a subordinate position, whether these happen to be 
the rich or the poor. They must be moderate and avoid 
extremes. No government, however, deserves the name of 
a 'normal government,' unless it is for the common good, 
which no deviation-form can really be; and if we ask what 
government for the common good is, it is government 
which secures happiness to all in the measure in which 
they are capable of partaking of it (3· 6. 1278 b 21). Vir
tuous action is the main constituent of happiness ; hence 
government which promotes virtuous action is government 
for the common good. 

The Politics, however, like the Republic of Plato before 
it, is the work of one who was not only a Hellenic patriot, 
but also a philosopher. It seeks, on the one hand, to restore 
rational government in Greece, but it also seeks, on the 
other, to trace the ideal outline of human society. It is 
only by studying politics in an ideal spirit, that we discern 
the full scope and operation of the State. To do this, we 
must imagine ourselves favoured to the fullest extent by 
Nature and Fortune, and devise such a State as will give 
complete effect to the purposes of Nature in regard to man. 

Man has an end to achieve-' good life '-and he cannot 
achieve it except in and through Society. He must join 

(7)· 2. 1324 b 32 sqq.), and insists 
on States behaving to other States 
according to their deserts (4 (7). 
2. r 32 5 a r r sqq.). Plato himself 
had said in the Republic that one 

of the qualifications of the ruler 
of a State is to know how a State 
should behave to other States 
(Rep. 428 C-D). 
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with his fellows, and the society thus formed must learn to 
ascend from the satisfaction of daily physical needs to the 
satisfaction of higher needs. Society must culminate in the 
'7T6Ais : the individual must find in the 7r6Ais a guide of life, 
a source of virtuous action, and so of happiness. Aristotle, 
like Plato before him, met the universal craving of man for 
some guiding and saving Power external to the individual 
by pointing, not to a priesthood or to a Church, or even to 
God, but to the State. Man's natural sociality is his salva
tion, if only it be preserved from distortion. 

The group of individuals forming the n6A.is, if it has not 
a living law in the person of a naµ(3acnAEvs or Absolute 
King, must frame laws and live in obedience to them. 
These laws must mould the conditions under which they 
live so as to be in the highest degree conducive to virtuous 
action and happiness. They must be such as to secure as 
far as possible to each member of the group enough and 
not more than enough of external goods, and an adequate 
supply of bodily goods. Above all, they must be such 
as to develope the goods of the soul_:_to call forth and 
give full play to men's highest faculties, moral and in
tellectual. They must begin by making the Household 
a nursery of virtue for husband and wife, father and child, 
master and slave ; its head must learn to be less a bread
winner or proprietor than a ruler and a guide in the paths 
of virtue-to care less for the improvement of his inani
mate property than for that of his slaves, less for that of 
his slaves than for that of the free members of his house
hold. They must carry the same principle into the orga
nization of the State; they must allow no one to be a citizen 
who is not equal to the duties of a citizen-who has not 
the purpose and capacity to rule and be ruled with a view 
to virtuous action and the highest life ; they must give 
political power only to men of mature age and full expe
rience, animated by the aim of ruling for the good of the 
whole-that is, for the development of the best and happiest 
life. This equal brotherhood of mature men will live for 
politics and philosophy, leaving war to the younger citizens 
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who will in time fill their places. The business of the citizens 
of full age will be to rule their households and the State, to 
guide the education of the young, and above all to live their 
own life-a wholly unimpeded life of the noblest activity. 
Their happiness will consist in this, that they are in posses
sion of all the material and psychical conditions of such a 
life, that they live in the society of those who are equally fit 
to live it 1, and that the social conditions in which they find 
themselves are precisely those which best suit such a life. 
The ideal society is as a vessel which has all the winds of 
heaven in its favour. In a society thus organized man 
breathes at last his native air, reaches his full stature, and 
attains the end of his being. Society is no longer a warping 
and distorting, but an elevating and ennobling influence. 

The State exists, then, according to Aristotle, for the 
sake of that kind of life which is the end of man-not for 
the increase of its population or wealth, or (necessarily at 
all events) for empire or the extension of its influence. It 
exists for the exercise of the qualities which make men 
good husbands, fathers, and heads of households, good 
soldiers and citizens, good men of science and philosophers. 
When the State by its education and laws written and 
unwritten succeeds in evoking and maintaining in vigorous 
activity a life rich in noble aims and deeds, then and not 
till then has it fully attained the end for which it exists. 
The ideal State is that which adds to adequate material 
advantages the noblest gifts of intellect and character, and 
the will to live for their exercise in every relation of life, 
and whose education, institutions, and law are such as to 
develope these gifts and to call them into full play. 

This is the social and political ideal of Aristotle, broadly 
stated and stripped of detail. We need not trouble our-

1 Cp.Eth.Nic.9.9.u7oaII,yl
voiTo fr av KUL a<TK'/CTLS' TLS' TijS' apFTijS' 
EK Tov <Tv(ijv Tots dya8ots, Ka8arrEp Kat 
e<oyvis </>'l<TLP: and 9. 12. l 172 a 
I l, iJoKOV<TL lJi KaL {3EATLoVS' yivE<T8aL 
lvEpyovvus Kat lliopBovvns dt..t..i]
A.ov>" drroµ.aTTOvTai yap rrap' dt..Ai]-

Ac.JI/ oTs apE<TKOllTaL, 88Ev " E<TBA.6Jv 
µ.€v yap tirr' l<TBX,I." Aristotle is 
speaking in these passages of 
the intercourse of <Trrovllatoi as 
private friends, but the same 
thing may probably hold of their 
public relations as fellow-citizens. 
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selves here about the organization by which he thinks that 
the end of the State is best attained. His conceptions on 
this subject are affected by the inevitable imperfection of 
the experience of his race and time. 

Concluding His ideal, we feel, is a noble one, the ideal of an aspiring 
remarks. race, perhaps rather Hellenic than Teutonic, rather ancient 

than modern. Moderns are apt to value excellence for its 
social utility: the Greek in his best moments worshipped 
it for its own sake, and held its production to be the raz'son 
d'etre of human society. Yet Aristotle's State, if Hellenic, 
belongs to a new type of Hellenism, for much of the frivol
ous and feverish brilliancy of Greek life would vanish before 
the high aims and serious purpose \vhich he sought to im
press upon social life. 

There are those, however, who will ask, as some Greeks 
already asked, whether the end of human life is not rather 
pleasure than perfection : some will hold that it is the 
'greatest pleasure of the greatest number.' The study of 
Politics, we see, leads up at once to one of the central 
questions of Ethics-a question which every race and every 
generation will solve in its own way. 

A further question is, whether Aristotle does not go too 
far in pointing the individual to the State and its law as the 
sources of his spiritual life. Do not men draw a large por
tion of their spiritual life-their religion, science, philosophy 
-from sources lying beyond the limits of the State to 
which they belong? Is it not well that they should be free 
to do so-free to adopt the best wherever they find it ? 
Aristotle, on the contrary, apparently expects all stirrings 
of intellectual and religious life to accept the guidance of 
the State and its law. And then again, can law do as much 
as Aristotle thinks it can for perfection of life? It may 
well be that the community of \Yhich a man forms a part 
exercises over him an almost irresistible moulding influence, 
and yet that the lawgiver's power to direct and give shape 
to that influence is far less than Aristotle implies it to be. 
The influence of society over the individual is one thing; 
the influence of law over both is another. When Aristotle 
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ascribes to the lawgiver the power to determine both the 
written and the unwritten laws of a community, or when he 
conceives Law as exercising an easy supremacy over all 
stirrings of life and all forms of activity within it-over 
religion, science, trade, and production-and fashioning all 
things at its will, does he not greatly overestimate the power 
of the lawgiver? 

To all these doubts there would, however, be a ready 
answer-that something very much like what Aristotle 
proposed had already been effected in the Lacedaemonian 
State 1• Men remembered also the rule of Pythagoras at 
Croton. We ourselves recall in comparatively modern 
times the rule of Calvin at Geneva. 

We must bear in mind that Aristotle belonged to a race 
which was far more conscious of what the State and the 
lawgiver had done for it than our own. The Greeks felt 
that the merits of the Spartan were not due to any pecu
liarity in his religion, but to his State and its laws. Many 
Greek States looked back to lawgivers in the past who 
had, they believed, devised the laws, written and un
written, under which they had won their greatness. If 
some modern communities look back to religious teachers 
-Luther or Calvin or Knox-as their founders or re
founders, ancient societies frequently referred their origin 
to individuals bearing the commission of the State. It 
was the State that had made them what they were 2 ; and 
when they felt the need of a reform and asked themselves 
how it could come about, they sought it not in a reforma
tion of religion, or at all events not in that alone, but in 
a reformation of the State. Plato and Aristotle were 
faithful to Greek traditions when they endeavoured to make 

1 Cp. Eth. Nie. 1. 13. I 102 a 7 
sqq., ()of<EL ()£ f<at o f<aT' aA.~8etav rroA.1-
TLf<OS rrept TaUTT/V (i.e. rrept apET~v) 
µaA.1urn rrmoviju8a1· {3ouA.ern1 yap 
Tovs rroA.iTas dya8ovs rro1e'iv f<at Twv 
116µ6'11 vm1dous· rrapal>eiyµa ()£ TOV
T(J)11 £xoµe11 Tovs Kp1JTWV f<at /l.af<<()ai
µ011!6'11 voµoBfras, f<al eZ TLllE!> frepoi 
T01oilT01 yey£111111Tai. 

2 This view was asserted even 
more emphatically by those who 
regarded virtue as a convention 
and the coinage of the legislator, 
like Polyarchus (Aristox. Fr. 15 : 
Miiller, Fragm. Hist. Graec. 2. 

276), than by those who held 
that it had its root in the nature 
of things. 
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the State the main lever of moral and spiritual amend
ment. Auros o rp©aw; avros la<T<rai. The State exists for 

spiritual ends, and must be so organized as to be fit for 

the task of promoting them. 
Everything tended to guide Aristotle to a conception of 

the State as a small and intimate unity, dominated from 

one end to the other by a single idea. inspired and per

meated by its law-a more human Lacedaemon, a wiser and 

more many-sided Jerusalem. To him a State was not 

a State, if it was a mere congeries of individuals lacking 

a common ethical creed to colour its art, its science and 

philosophy, its political and social !if e. A State to him is 

a strongly individualized unity which impresses its domi

nant idea on its members ; it is no mere mechanical unity 
compatible with infinite dissimilarities of creed and charac

ter. The contrast between this ideal of the State and the 

modern ideal resembles the contrast between a Greek 

work of art and a modern one. We may say of the Aris

totelian State: 

'Spiritus intus alit, totamque infusa per artus 
Mens agitat molem, et magno se corpore miscet.' 

States of this kind have existed, as has been said, not 

only in ancient but in modern times, and when they have 

existed, they have been as the leaven which leavens the 
whole lump. Take away Lacedaemon and Rome from 

ancient history, or Geneva from modern, and some of the 
main factors of each will disappear. 

In the large national States of modern Europe-' bodies 

wanting souls,' as Plato and Aristotle \rnuld perhaps have 

thought them-we are less sensible of the fashioning in

fluence of the State and its Law. \Ve are hardly conscious 

enough of the spiritual issues which hang on the making 

of laws and the government of States. \Ve find it hard to 

trace back the traditional views of life which are current 

among ourselves -the tacit ideal of character and conduct 

which every Englishman acquires from the social 'milieu' 

in \\"hich he lives-to any laws ever promulgated by a law-
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giver. We hold this ideal to be rather a heritage of blood, 
an accompaniment of race, than the product of written law. 
It seems to us the outcome of the national experience, 
developed by stress of circumstances, and modified as this 
or that class has gained or lost predominance. The Eng
lishman, unlike the Greek, does not trace back his moral 
being to a lawgiver-hardly even to any action on the part 
of his State. Yet if he studies the past of his race, he will 
perhaps discover that he has underrated the share of his 
State in making him what he is. His character would 
have been other than it is, if there had been no French 
Wars, no Wars of the Reformation, or if English freedom 
had been less often imperilled and less often fought for. 
Even the law of the State has had more to do with forming 
the English character than we commonly remember. It 
would not probably be quite what it is, if English feudalism 
had been more like that of France. The laws which have 
encouraged the ambition to 'found a family,' and enabled 
men to do it, have greatly influenced the national character 
for good or ill. The laws which, in popular phrase, 
' established the Church of England ' have perhaps done 
even more to influence it. The laws which regulate mar
riage and the household are also potent ethical influences. 

When we remember these things, we come to see the 
statesman and statesmanship in a new light. The states
man is revealed to us as a moral and spiritual force
a power capable of imparting to the national character a 
bent for good or ill, a means of lowering or elevating it. 
We come to feel that this is the momentous side of his 
activity-not the increase of the wealth or population of 
his State, or the extension of its empire, or even perhaps 
the extension of its influence in the world, but the deve
lopment of its character and intellect, for if this end 
is attained, everything else will follow. The statesman 
is placed in charge of his State, not to anticipate and 
gratify its desires 1, but to guard and enrich its character 
and life, to see that they suffer no detriment at his 

1 Plato, Gorgias 517 B sq.: 518 Esq. 
VOL. I. 0 o 
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hands. These are the views of Plato and Aristotle. 
This and no other was the lesson they taught. It was 
because the irrational governments around them were 
potent sources of demoralization, potent solvents of Greek 
character and manhood, that they seek-Aristotle even 
more patiently and persistently than Plato-to facilitate 
the return of the State to the true path. 

Aristotle, indeed, is careful to impress on the statesman 
that the circumstances of a State go far to determine its 
organization, and that his aims must vary with what is 
possible in the given case. He must not forget the techni
cal side of statesmanship, and must know how to make an 
extreme democracy or a tyranny as durable, and therefore 
as little oppressive and demoralizing, as possible. When, 
on the other hand, fortune is wholly with him, he will take 
the end of good life as his guide in moulding' every institu
tion of the State. 

In one respect, however, Aristotle's conception of the 
office of the State in regard to the promotion of gopd life 
seems to us to sin by defect. It apparently never occurs 
to him to ask whether the State does not exist to promote 
good life in others than its own citizens. His best State is 
to be just to its neighbours, but he is too little accustomed 
to regard the State as part of a larger whole to ask 
whether States do not in some degree exist for the eleva
tion of those outside their limits, or even possibly for the 
'education of the human race.' To us a State which, 
however noble in its action, fails to leave its mark upon 
history and the world at large, would seem not to be all 
that we could wish a State to be. We look back to a suc
cession of States which have helped to build up the fabric 
of European civilization, and the State which has not 
fought a Salamis, or done great things for religion or law or 
science, falls, in our view, behind the State which has. \Ve 
regard the State not as living to itself and dying to itself, 
but as influencing for good or ill the destinies of mankind. 
Aristotle, on the contrary, knows nothing of the historical 
mission of States. He looks to the quality of the life, not 
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to the results achieved-to the intrinsic nobility of the life 
lived, not to its fruitfulness in consequences. The question 
which determines his estimate of a State is-how far is the 
life lived in it a life of perfect manhood? Does it develope 
and give full play to the noblest faculties of man, and not 
to one of them only, or a few of them, but to all? 

002 
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APPENDIX A. 

(See PP· 98, 493, 495.) 

On the Third and Fourth Chapters of the Sz'xth Book. 

THE integrity of the text in the third and fourth chapters of the 
Sixth Book has been much doubted, and not without reason. 

The question whether there are more constitutions than one has 
already been discussed in the Third Book (3. 6. 12 78 b 6 sqq.), and 
its renewed discussion is in itself surprising. But of this there are 
other instances in the Politics. For example, the question what is 
the most desirable life is discussed in the first three chapters of the 
Fourth Book, and yet we are again invited to consider 'what is the 
end of the best life' in the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters (1333 a 
15-1334 b 5). Aristotle, in fact, has no scruple in raising a ques
tion again, '"hen he wishes to draw a new lesson from the discussion, 
as he does in each of these discussions of the Fourth Book. We 
notice the same thing here. The question discussed in these chap
ters of the Sixth Book is the same as that discussed in the Third, 
but the object of the discussion is different. There the object had 
been to obtain a rough classification of constitutions; here it is to 
point out how great is the number of possible forms, and to correct 
a prevailing impression that, however much constitutions Ii1ay ap
pear to differ from each other, they are all forms either of oligarchy 
or democracy. Aristotle's wish in the Sixth Book is to give aid to 
the statesman who undertakes the difficult task of reforming existing 
constitutions (6 (4). 1. 1289a 1-15). He perhaps knew of cases 
in which statesmen had ignored the difference between various 
shades of oligarchy and democracy, and had given to one sub-form 
institutions appropriate to another. 

The third chapter begins by affirming that the reason why there 
are more constitutions than one is that there are more ' parts of 
the State ' than one, and in enumerating these it groups them 
under the two heads of lJijµo~ and yvwpiµoi. Under the former head 
fall cultivators, traders, and artisans, each representing a different 
type of demos-under the latter, yvwpiµoi representing various 
degrees of wealth, and then again those whose claims rest on birth 
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and those whose claims rest on virtue. To all these parts may be 
added any others included among necessary parts of a State lv To'i~ 
7Upt TT,v aptCTTOKpar{av (I 2 90 a 2 )-a much disputed reference, but 
one which we cannot stop to examine here. One constitution, 
Aristotle goes on, admits all these parts or classes to a share in 
power, another gives power to only a few of them, a third gives 
power to a larger number. As the parts differ in kind, the con
stitutions will also differ in kind, [for constitutions vary relatively 
to the parts]. 'A constitution is the ordering of the offices of the 
State, and this ordering all men distribute among themselves either 
according to the power of those who are admitted to political 
rights, or according to some common equality subsisting among 
them-I mean, for example, the power of the poor or the rich or 
some power common to both. Thus there will necessarily be as 
many constitutions as there are ways of ordering the offices of 
a State according to the relative superiorities and differences exhi
bited by the parts' (r29oa 7 sqq.)1. A common view is that there 
are two typical constitutions, democracy and oligarchy, and that all 
others are deviation-forms of these; the aristocracy is counted as 
a form of oligarchy, and the polity as a form of democracy. But it 
is better and more correct to make the best constitution (whether in 
one form only, or in two-kingship and aristocracy) the typical form, 
and to view other constitutions as deviations from that-the stricter 
and more despotic forms as oligarchical deviations, the looser and 
less strict as democratical. 

It is a mistake to suppose that democracy can be simply defined 
as the rule of the many, or oligarchy as the rule of the few. Oli
garchy is the rule primarily of the rich, secondarily of the few : 
democracy is the rule primarily of the free-born, secondarily of the 
many. 'Ve must not, however, suppose a democracy to exist, 
where a free-born minority rules over a subject majority, nor again 
where a wealthy majority rules over a minority of poor. Demo
cracy exists when the free-born and the poor, being a majority, 
are supreme, and oligarchy, when the rich are supreme, being few. 
This explanation of the nature of democracy and oligarchy is pro
bably added to show that these terms must be used in a less 
comprehensive sense than that in which they were used by those 

1 Cp. 6 (4). I 2. I 296 b 26, Kai ~Ka
<lTDV Ei/Jos f'l71µ0Kparias KaTd. Tryv v1'Ep
ox1/v TOV a~µov '"Q<lTOV. It seems best 
to supply T~v Mvaµiv with Twv Q..,,6pwv 
;, Twv dmopwv, but the interpretation 
of the passage I 290 a 7 sqq. is by no 

means certain. For KaTa Ttv' avTwv 
l<16TTJTa KOIV~V, cp. 3. 6. 1279 a 9, 
0Tav ri Kar' lu6TTJTa TWv rro"AtrWv <JVVE

<TTTJ"v!a. Kat Ka()' 0µ016r71m: 6 (4). 4. 
1291 b 30 sqq.: 8 (6). 2. 1318 a 3 
sqq.: 6 (4). II. 1296 a 40 sqq. 
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who brought all existing constitutions under these two heads. If 
democracy were the rule of the many and oligarchy the rule of the 
few, it might be more possible to classify all constitutions as 
democracies or oligarchies. 

At this point the result of the discussion, so far as it has gone, is 
summed up, and the next subject of inquiry announced, as follows : 
8n µev oiv '1TOAtT£tat '1TA£lovs Ka~ l'Ji' ~" alTlav, £Zp17rni' l'Ji6n l'Je '1TA£lovr 
TWll £lp17µi116>1J Kai Tl11£r Kai l'Jia Tl, AEY6>P.£11 apx~v Xa{36vur T~ll £lp17µ€-

111711 '1Tp6upov. oµo"Aoyovµ.£11 yap ovx ~" µipos a"AAa '1TA£l6> '1Tiiua11 £x£t11 

'1T0Xi11 (c. 4. 1290 b 21-24). It would seem then that, if this passage 
is authentic, all that Aristotle claims to have as yet established is 
that there are more constitutions than one, and why this is so; he 
has not yet displayed their full number, or set forth what varieties 
of constitution exist, or why there are all these varieties. And it is 
true that though he has prepared us (1290 a 5-13) for the existence 
of many different ways of ordering offices relatively to the various 
forms of the l'Jijµos and y11wpiµoi, he has not decisively told us that 
more constitutions exist than the best constitution (single or two
fold in form) and its oligarchical and democratic deviations. So 
that there is really room for a renewed consideration of the subject. 

The long inquiry into the parts of the State which follows ( 1290 b 
22-1291 b 1 5) is very interesting, but it gives us an entirely new 
account of them-one which we might suppose was intended to 
take the place of that given in c. 3, were it not that in c. 4. 1291 b 
15 sqq. (the passage \Yhich immediately succeeds the new account) 
the old contrast of l'Jijµos and rvwpiµoi is reverted to, precisely as if 
the elaborate inquiry (1290 b 22-1291 b 15) had no existence. So 
again in a later chapter of the Sixth Book ( 6 (4 ). 11. 1295 b 1 sqq.) 
the p.Ep!J '1TO'A£6>S are still £1J'1Topoi u¢6l'Jpa, tl.rropoi urpol'Jpa, and ol µiuoi 

TOVT6>V. The same view prevails also in the Seventh Book ( cp. 7 
(5). 3. 1302 b 34-1303 a 13: 4. 1303 b 26-31: 1304 a 19 sqq.: 
1304 a 38-b 4), and we find a similar view implied in the Second 
(2. 9· 1270 b 21-25) 1

• 

The account of the parts of the State given in the passage 1290 b 
22-1291 b 15 is, however, quite different. We must determine the 
number of constitutions, says Aristotle, exactly as we should deter
mine the number of zoological species. To do this, we should first 
mark off the limbs, organs, and features-in other words, the parts 
-that an animal must possess ; then we should note that these 
assume different forms, and that each species of animal will possess 

1 A not very dissimilar account of 
the parts of the State is apparently 

implied in the Third Book also (c. 12. 
I 283 a 14 sqq.). 
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one of these forms and no more ; we thus arrive at the conclusion 
that there will be as many species of animal as there are possible 
combinations 1 of possible forms of each part. Exactly the same 
thing holds of constitutions. To every State the following parts 
are necessary-y<wpyot, TO {36.vavuov, TO ayopa'iov, TO B7JTLK011, TO 

7rp07rOAfJL~<TOV, TO f3tKa<TTLK011, TO TaLS ovulais AHTovpyouv, TO f37]µwvpytKOV 

(an official class), To {3ov"Arn6µwov. The parts now enumerated, 
\Ve notice, represent, not different degrees of wealth or poverty 
or the like, but different f3v11dµm ( 1291 b 2 ). There are as many 
necessary parts of the State as there are separate f3vvaµns necessary 
to its existence. The parts of the State are not the rich and the 
poor, or the few and the many, but the y<V1J representing the 'powers' 
essential to it. Judges, deliberators, administrators, and soldiers 
are parts of the State in a far more real sense than the sections of 
the demos or the rich. There are therefore as many constitutions 
as there are possible combinations of possible forms of each part 
of the State, the higher parts being parts in a fuller sense than the 
rest. We are reminded of this principle, when inc. 14 (1297 b 39) 
Aristotle traces the difference between constitutions to differences of 
the deliberative, judicial, and magisterial elements in each. 

How is it then, he in effect continues, that the mistaken view 
has arisen, that the rich and the poor are in an especial sense 
parts of the State ? It is because people think that wealth and 
poverty, unlike fighting and tilling the soil and practising a handi
craft, are mutually exclusive and cannot be combined. All claim 
to possess virtue and to be fit to hold most offices ( cp. 8 ( 6). 2. 

1317 b 20: [Xen.J Rep. Ath. 1. 3), but it is of course impossible 
to be both rich and poor. Hence the rich and the poor are held 
to be in an especial sense parts of the State, and the former being 
commonly few in number and the latter many, these parts are 
thought to be contrary the one to the other, and thus men set 
up constitutions based on the predominance of the one or the 
other, and hold that democracy and oligarchy are the only consti
tutions. 

After listening to this full and interesting account of the parts of 
a State, \Vhich agrees to a great extent with the enumeration of the 
y€117J composing a State given in 4 (7). 8. 1328 a 21 sqq., we natu
rally expect to find the y€v7J representing the various f3v11aµ£Ls of the 
State treated as its parts in the remainder of the Politics. But 

1 It will be noticed that in c. 4. 
Aristotle traces back constitutional 
differences to 'combinations of neces
sary parts of the State,' in c. 3 to the 

a ward of office to various sections of 
the l5~µos and "'(11wp1µ01, exclusively or 
in conjunction. 
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this, as has been said already, is far from being the case, though we 
find, as we have seen, in the fourteenth chapter (1297 b 39 sq.)
and perhaps also in the reference to uvvavauµol in the Eighth 
Book (1316 b 39 sqq.)-some echoes of the views expressed in the 
passage 1290 b 22-1291 b 15. What then are \Ve to say of this 
passage? It seems to be imperfectly worked into the context in 
which it stands, but whether it \YaS placed where we find it by the 
hand of Aristotle or by that of another, it is not easy to say. 
The fact that its teaching is echoed in the fourteenth chapter 
makes in favour both of its authenticity and of its insertion here by 
Aristotle. But then how are ,,.e to explain the circumstance that 
its account of the parts of the State is ignored in the passage which 
immediately succeeds it, to say nothing of 6 (4). 11. 1295b 1 sqq. 
and of the Seventh and Second Books ? 

We may well have here an 'intrusive' or' added' passage; but 
the difficulty of harmonizing the third and fourth chapters of the 
Sixth Book is far from being the only difficulty that we encounter in 
the course of the first four chapters of this book. There is much 
that is puzzling in the state in which these chapters have come down 
to us 1 . In this part of the Politics, more perhaps than in any other, 
we feel that we cannot penetrate the secrets of the workshop. 

APPENDIX B. 
(See p. 240.) 

The result of the inquiry in the Fourth Chapter of the Third 
Book appears to be, that in the best State all citizens are avap<> 
dyaBol in the sense of possessing one or other of the two kinds of 
the .lpET~ dvapos dyaBoil-i. e. they possess either the virtue of the good 
man qua apxoµEVOS, Or the virtue Of the good man qua apxruv (which 
implies their possession of the other kind, for men learn to rule by 
learning to be ruled)-but that only those among them who are 
ruling or have the capacity to rule, possess the virtue of the good 
man in its full form-the form in which alone <f>p611TJuts is present. 
The subject is perplexed in 3. 5. 1278a 40 sqq. (where we find a 
recapitulation of c. 4) by the result of the fourth chapter being stated 
to be that no one but the ruler or he who has capacity to rule (o 
w0Am1e6s) possesses the virtue of the good man in the best State, 
for it seems to be clear that a form, though an inferior form, of the 

i See on this subject' p. 492 sqq. 
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virtue of the good man is conceded in the fourth chapter to a 
apx6p.E110S '/TOALTtl<~V apx~v in the best State. It is not, however, 
uncommon to find Aristotle's recapitulatory summaries not abso
lutely exact. Thus in the recapitulatory summary given in 1. 9. 
1258 a l 6 the natural kind of XPTJp.anuntc~ appears to be identified 
with the provision of food, whereas other commodities also are 
clearly contemplated in c. 8 (1256 b 19). And so here Aristotle 
probably thinks it enough for his purpose to state the most pro
minent result of the inquiry and the one most present to his mind, 
and this is, that a citizen of the best State, if he is to possess the full 
virtue of a man, must be 7ToA1n1C6!>. 

But we further find him saying elsewhere in the Third Book 
(c. 18. 1288 a 38) that it has been proved in the 7TpwT01 A6yo1 that the 
virtue of the citizen of the best State is the same as the virtue of the 
good man, the reference evidently being to the fourth chapter of this 
book. How are we to reconcile this statement with the teaching 
of that chapter (compare also c. 5. l 2 78 a 40 sqq.), where it seems 
to be implied that there will be citizens in the best State not capable 
of ruling and not possessed of ¢p6v7Jui", and therefore not possessing 
the full virtue of the good man? The answer probably is, that in 
3. l 8 Aristotle refers to the full citizens of the best State, the 
citizens tcaT' lgox~v, and not to those of its citizens who, being 
11Ewnpo1, are not fit for rule and do not possess ¢p6v7Juis. The 'rnrd 
'citizen' must apparently be used in this more limited sense in a 
passage of the Fourth Book (c. 13. 1332 a 32 sqq.), for here 
we are told that a State is good in so far as the citizens who share 
in the constitution (i.e. in the exercise of political power) are good, 
and in our State, adds Aristotle, all the citizens share in the con
stitution. Yet the vEwTEpoi of the best State can hardly be said to 
' share in the constitution.' Aristotle would seem to use the word 
' citizen,' as he uses the word XPTJJi.anuTLK~ in the First Book, in two 
senses-a wider and a narrower one. 

APPENDIX C. 
(See p. 259.) 

On the Twelfth and Thz'rteenfh Chapters o/ the Thz'rd Book. 

'The twelfth and thirteenth chapters,' says Bernays 1, 'contain a 
separate draft of a discussion (Entwurf zur Erorterung) of the same 

1 Aristoteles' Politik p. I 72 n. 
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questions which are dealt with, partly in the ninth, tenth, and 
eleventh1 partly in the sixteenth and seventeenth chapters. As this 
draft offers-in its remarks on the ostracism, for instance-some 
fresh matter, those who were putting the Aristotelian papers in 
order would be unwilling to leave it unused, and the place in \Yhich 
it appears seemed marked out for it by reason of the kinship 
existing between its contents and those of the chapters among 
which it was inserted .... Aristotle's intention, however, was that 
the fourteenth chapter should immediately follow the eleventh.' 

It is quite true that the beginning of c. r 4 joins on very well to 
the end of c. r 1, and that cc. l 2 and 1 3 deal to some extent with 
questions already discussed in cc. 9, ro, and r l, and also anticipate 
inquiries contained in cc. I 6 and l 7. The discussion, for instance 
(c. r3. 1283 b 35 sqq.), of the question whether the statesman 
should legislate for the advantage of the Few Better or the Many, 
when the l\Iany are collectively superior in virtue to the Few, 
reminds us of the investigations of the eleventh chapter, and we feel 
some surprise that a fresh solution of the question should be 
offered without any notice being taken of the fact that it has been 
already discussed and settled. So again, the result of cc. l 2 and 
r 3 is to modify in one important respect the conclusion announced 
at the close of c. l r, that the true supreme authority is law adjusted 
to the normal constitutions, the ruler or rulers retaining unchecked 
authority only where law cannot deal satisfactorily with individual 
cases, for we learn from these chapters that in one case (that of 
the Trap.(3aut'A£la) law is altogether out of place; yet no notice is 
taken of the fact that this conclusion conflicts with the previous 
decision in favour of law. The twelfth and thirteenth chapters 
also anticipate the sixteenth and seventeenth. They in fact explain 
so distinctly the conditions under which the Trap.{3aui'Ada is in place 
that we are surprised to find in cc. 16 and 17 a long discussion of 
the question whether it is better to be ruled by the best man or 
the best laws, which, after battling with the problem as if it was 
altogether a new one and still unsolved, eventually results in 
exactly the same solution as had already been announced at the 
close of c. l 3. 

On the other hand, it is questionable whether the sequence of 
the latter part of the Third Book would be altogether satisfactory, 
even if these two chapters were omitted. For though, as has been 
noticed, the beginning of c. r 4 suits well with the close of c. l l, we 
hardly expect to find an investigation of the question whether it is 
better to be ruled by the best man or the best laws following the 

Reproduction by Permmission of Buffalo & Erie County Public Library Buffalo, NY 



572 APPENDIX C. 

assertion at the close of c. 11 that the true supreme authority is 
rightly constituted law, eked out, where necessary, by the authority 
of a ruler or rulers. The interposition of cc. 12 and 13, indeed, 
perhaps serves in some degree to soften the strangeness of this 
transition, for these t\rn chapters qualify the conclusion in favour of 
law arrived at inc. u1, and prepare the way for cc. 14-17. Then 
again, while in c. 15. 1286 a 21 sqq. we are led back for the 
moment to much the same solution as that announced in c. 11. 
1282 b I sqq., no notice is taken in the former passage of the fact 
that something very similar had been said before. It may be added 
that the conclusions arrived at in cc. 1 2 and 1 3 are referred to in 
c. 17. 1288a 19 sqq., and that this is one of those references which 
cannot easily be detached from the context and which are con
sequently less likely than others to be due to an interpolator. 

Nor can we well spare the contents of these two chapters. 
Nowhere else in the Politics do we learn so clearly on what 
principles the State is to be organized under varying social con
ditions. Their teaching, again, is borne out by passages such as Eth. 
Nie. 4. 8. 1124 a 20 sqq. The list given in them of rival claimants 
r ( ( , ,.. ( ''\ 'B , '\ , ( , , ' , , ) ior power O! EVYEVfl>, O! €/\EV Epoi, O! 'lrJ\OVCT!o!, O! KUT apETT)V V'lrEPEXDVTH 

agrees pretty closely with that given at the end of Pol. 3. 9. If 
7 (s). 1. 1301 a 25 sqq. refers to c. 12. 1282 b 18 sqq., and 6 (4). 
3. 1289 b 40 sqq. to c. 12. 1283 a 14 sqq., we have another argu
ment in their favour, but both these references are doubtful. \Ye 
note, however, that c. 13. 1283 b 42 sqq. recapitulates correctly the 
result of earlier chapters of the Third Book, that c. 13. I 2 84 b 4 
sqq. appears to presuppose the distinction drawn in c. 6 between 
the up8al 'lrOA!TELat and the rrapEK~U<FEt>, and that the advice given to 
the lawgiver in c. 13. 1283 b 40 sq. also harmonizes well with c. 6. 
The view taken of the ostracism as directed against ol wEpixovTE> 

(c. 13. 1284a 17 sqq.) agrees with that taken in 7 (5). 3. 1302b 
18 sqq., and c. 13. 1283 b 16 sq. may be compared with 8 (6). 
3. 1318 a 23. 

Perhaps the fact is that the latter part of the Third Book from 
c. 1 2 onwards is rather a string of more or less independent 
inquiries than a well-ordered whole. And yet there may be more 
method in the apparent disorder of these inquiries than strikes us at 
first sight. 

1 Cp. c. I 3. 1284 a II, i:l9Ev o~>..ov 
OT! Kat T~V voµo(JEuiav ava-yKalov EiVat 

wept ToVs 1aovs «a2 TfjJ "'(Evei 1eat TV 
OVVaµEI, 
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APPENDIX D. 
(See p. 290.) 

Susemihl (Sus.2
, Note 677) brackets the passage 1288 a 6, 7TpwTov 

-15, apxas, as interpolated. He objects to the account of aristo
cracy given in it on the ground that it makes no reference to that 
interchange of ruling and being ruled which is elsewhere treated as 
a characteristic of the ideal aristocracy, and also on the ground 
that a population fitted for kingship is here distinguished from one 
fitted for aristocracy, whereas the 11"aµ(3acnA.ela, the only true form of 
kingship, is conceived as arising in the ' best constitution, (3. 1 3. 
1284 b 2 5 ), i.e. under an aristocracy. As to the latter objection, 
perhaps he builds too much on the words e'7rl Tijs dplrrT17s 11"0AiTEias in 
this passage. They seem there to mean little more than 'in the 
case of a constitution which awards power for pre-eminence in 
virtue.' As to the former objection, it would seem from 4 ( 7 ). 14. 
1332 b 12-1333 a 13, that in the ideal aristocracy sketched in that 
book the interchange of rule referred to consists in the younger 
men being ruled as freemen should be ruled (1333 a 3 sqq.) by 
their elders, who possess ¢pu1117cm, and in their succeeding these 
elders as rulers when they have attained the due age. This agrees 
sufficiently well with the account of aristocracy in the passage before 
us. It is true that it does not include, as in its description of 
polity, any mention of law, though law is apparently intended to 
exist in the aristocracy of the Fourth Book. The account of polity 
is not free from difficulty1, but the statement that the well-to-do ( oi 
£v7Topoi) hold office in it becomes comprehensible, if we remember 
that the hoplite class, which is supreme in the polity, is said to 
'belong rather to the well-to-do than the poor' ( 8 ( 6). 7. 
1321 a 12). 

APPENDIX E. 
(Seep. 331.) 

If 4 (7). 10. 1329 a 40-b 35 is genuine, Aristotle here pauses in 
the inquiry which he has been pressing forward so fast, and pro
ceeds to justify the step which he has just taken in distributing the 

i \Ve note, fur instance, that the 
statement that offices in the polity are 
distributed KaT' aftall appears to imply 
that they are filled by election, where
as it wouldseemfrom6(4). 14. 1298 b 

8-11 that magistrates in the polity 
might be appointed either by election 
or by lot, or partly by election and 
partly by lot. 
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population into distinct yivT/, by showing that the idea of such a 
distribution is not an invention of his own or a notion which dates 
from yesterday, but one which may be traced back to an immemo
rial past 1• So far there is nothing in the contents of this passage 
which need raise a doubt of its genuineness. Aristotle well knew 
the value of an appeal to antiquity. He says in the Rhetoric (2. 9. 
1387 a 16 sqq.) that men more willingly accept the ancient than 
the new, and regard the ancient as nearly allied to the natural. He 
appeals in the Nicomachean Ethics (8. 1 r. 1160 a 2 5 sq.) to the 
purpose of ancient festivals in order to show what is the purpose 
of festivals generally, and in the Politics (5 {8). 3. 133 7 b 29 sqq.: 
1338 a 34 sq.) he seeks to discover what were the aims of those 
who originally introduced music into education, in order to show 
its true educational use (cp. also Eth. Nie. 1. 8. 1098 b 17). 
Besides, in this very chapter he explains-herein, it would seem, 
adopting a doctrine of Democritus (Philodemus de Musica, 4. col. 
36. 29 sqq.: Kemke p. 108)-that the things which are earliest 
discovered are those which are necessary to man; thus the early 
date of the arrangements here referred to proves their necessity. 
But we hardly see why he need have gone on to assert the antiquity 
of syssitia also, which he has not yet instituted, and still less why 
he should trace the origin of syssitia in so much detail. It is true 
that Isocrates had said that syssitia were borrowed by the Lacedae
monians from Egypt in a passage (Busir. § 18) which is evidently 
present to the mind of the writer, and that it is quite in Aristotle's 
manner to take pleasure in tacitly correcting Isocrates, but it seems 
hardly necessary for this purpose to go into so much detail as to 
the exact geographical position of the !tali ; and then again, the 
recommendation to inquirers with which the passage closes, to 
accept all sound additions to knowledge already made and to rest 
content with completing what is left-incomplete, though quite in 
harmony with his teaching elsewhere (cp. Pol. 2. 5. 1264 a l sqq.: 
Eth. Nie. I. 7. 1098 a 21 sqq.), seems also somewhat superfluous, 
especially in the midst of an inquiry, in the course of which so many 
questions are postponed in order that rapid progress may be made. 
It may be added that it is not clear how the facts mentioned in I 329 
b 8-22, which are largely taken from Antiochus of Syracuse (see 
Antioch. Fragm. 3, 4. 6, 8 in l\Iiiller, Fr. Hist. Gr. I. 181 sqq.), prove 
what they seem to be intended to prove, that syssitia were known 

1 Cp. Demosth. in Lept. c. 89, ttat 
ToVTruv '1r<1VTWV oUBb1 ~<1Tl 1CatvVv oUO' 
iJµlnpov EUpT/µa, aA.A.' 0 '1J'aA.m6>, 8v 

ohos '11'apU3T/, v6µos oilTw KEAEVE1 vo
µo9ETEtv. 
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in Italy long before they were known in Crete 1• No notice, again, 
appears to be taken of this inquiry about syssitia when they are 
instituted later on ( 1330 a 3). Above all, the whole passage 
1329 a 40-b 35 betrays the same interest in 110µ.08€rn1, and 
chronology, and the history of Evpryp.arn, as does the suspected 
concluding passage of the Second Book 2• Is it due to the same 
hand? And is this hand Aristotle's? 

APPENDIX F. 
(See p. 341.) 

The account of EM'iatp.ovla as lvepyELa KaL xpijuis dpErijs TEAEta, Kal 

ai5T1J oliK lg 1nro8euE(J)S JAX' d7rAWS (Pol. 4 (7). 13. 1332 a 7 sqq.) 
cannot be found totz'dem verbi's in the Nicomachean Ethics. In 
fact, the distinction between a71'Aws and eg v11'08euE(J)s or 7rpos v7r68Eulv 

riva, so frequent in the Politics, seems seldom to occur in the 
Nicomachean Ethics\ though that of d7rXws and rivl is common 
enough there (see Bon. Ind. 77 a 21-33). Nor is EM'imµ.ovla 

described there in the exact phrase lvepy~ta KaL xpijuts apETijs TEAda, 
though the words rijs TEAELaS apErijs xpijuis occur in Eth. Nie. 5· 3· 
112 9 b 3 I. \Ve rather hear of it as fvxijs lvipyELa Kar' dpErryv, but 
then, as Aristotle points out, this is much the same thing as 
speaking of it as dpErijs JvipyELa (Eth. Nie. 1. 8. 1098 b 29-31). 
That the lvepyEia must be rEAEla, appears from Eth. Nie. 1. lo. 
I099 b 26: cp. IIOO a 4. Thus the Nicomachean Ethics may be 
said to give an account of EM'iaiµ.ovla which is not ill represented by 

1 The argument appears to be that 
the existence of syssitia in Italy is 
coeval with the name 'Italy'-a name 
which, it is tacitly assumed, is far older 
than the days of Minos. The care 
which the writer takes to explain the 
exact sense in which he uses this name 
may perhaps be accounted for, if we 
remember that it was commonly used to 
designate a far wider region: thus the 
author of the poem bearing the name 
of Scymnus Chins, who probably re
produces Ephorus, makes 'Italy' in
clude the whole region lying between 
Terina on the West (306) and Taren
tum on the East (330). He also dis
tinguishes it from Oenotria, on which 
it is said to border (300). Ifwe could 
trace in the passage of the Politics 
before us a wish to correct Ephorus, 
the fact would make in favour of its 

authenticity. 
2 A close resemblance may also be 

noted between 1329 b 16, 15io Kal vvv 
ETt TWV d1T' EKelvov TlV~S xpWvTat Tots 

O'vO'O'<Tto<s Kai Twv VOJJ-"'V ivfois, and 
2. IO. 1271 b 30, 15,i; Kai vvv ol 11'Ep{
OtKOt TOV auTOV Tp011'0V XPWVTat auTOLS, 
ells KaTaCTKEv6.uavTos M{va1 .,,.p&JTov T~V 
Tatw TWv vOJJ-"'v, the latter passage 
immediately preceding what is ap
parently an extract from Ephorus, 
which may or may not have been 
placed where we find it by the hand 
of Aristotle. 

3 In Eth. Nie. 4. r5. n28 b 29 we 
have Ef71 15' &11 1J alOws it v.,,.01JeO'Ea1s 
€1TtetJCfs· el 'Yd.p rrprJ.ta1., alc1xVvo1.T' ti.v. 
In Eth. Nie. 7. 15. u54 b 16 sq. ril 
</n50'et 1,ola are contrasted with Ttt KaTil 
O'VJ1./3E/37JKOS 1,ola (=Ta laTpEVOl!Ta). 
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the terse phrase of the Politics 1, and the passage in the former 
treatise which Aristotle has especially before him is probably 
r. 9. 1099 a 31-end of c. 10. 1 roo a 9. The tendency to mix 
up "V'datµovla \Yi th Evrvxla. is mentioned here ( 1099 b 7 ), as it is 
mentioned in this passage of the Politics (c. 1,3. 1332 a 25), and 
the marring effect. of calamity on happiness is also dwelt on in 
both passages (Eth. Nie. 1. 9. 1099 b 2 sqq.: Pol. 4 ( 7). I 3. 
1332 a 20). Both speak of happiness as presupposing the pos
session of external and bodily goods 2 But the whole treatment 
of the subject in this chapter of the Politics is more detailed and 
definite. The view that action, if it is to be arrXws: KaXT,, must have 
arrXws: aya8a to deal with as its object-matter, seems certainly not to 
find equally clear expression in the Nicomachean Ethics. 

APPENDIX G. 

(Seep. 467, note 3.) 

The following passages from Censorinus and Olympiodorus, 
quoted by Ideler in his edition of the Meteorologica of Aristotle 
(vol. i. pp. 484, 257), will serve to illustrate the nature of a 'great 
winter':-

Censorinus, de Die Natali c. 18: 'Est praeterea annus, quern 
Aristoteles maximum potius quam magnum appellat, quern solis 
lunae vagarumque quinque stellarum orbes conficiunt, cum ad 
idem signum, ubi quondam simul fuerunt, una referuntur. Cuius 
anni hyems summa est KarnKXvuµ6s:, quam nostri diluvionem vocant, 
aestas autem lKrrvpoouts:, quod est mundi incendium. Nam his 
alternis temporibus mundus tum exignescere, tum exaquescere 
videtur' ( cp. Cic. de Nat. Deor. 2. 20 ). 

Olympiodorus in Aristot. Meteorologica 1. 14. 1, crvµfJalm 8€ 
rovro r~v 8aXarrnv ryrr£Lpovu8ai Kal r~v f/rrEtpov 8aXarrovu8ai 8ta rov µiyav 

KaAOVJJ-EVOV XflJJ-WVU Kat TO µiya Bipos:. µiyas; 8i EIJ'TtV 0 xnµwv, r,vlKa 

rravrEs: lv XELJJ-£ptv~ (oolilce yivoovrai, q Mpoxoce q lx8vui. µiya l!i lun 
8ipos:, ornv mivus; lv 8£pt11<j (oolilce yivoovrui, q Xiovrt q KapKlvce. l},IT1T£p 

yap o ~Atos µ6vos: lv Xiovrt µiv ytvoµEvos: rrot£L 8£pos:, l11 alyoK[poon 8€ 

1 Other references also in the 
Politics to the Nicomachean Ethics 
(e. g. that in 2. 2. I 261 a 30), if 
indeed it is correct so to describe 
them, are rather reproductions of the 

spirit of its teaching than strict cita
tions. 

" See also Eth. Xie. 9. 9. u69 b 
4 sqq. 
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x.nµw11a, ical ol)T<.t> yl11£TaL 0 lviavTOS' ol)T<.t> ic>...,,eE ls a1a TO Els 211 ical TO afiTO ,,.,.. , , ~ ., , , ... , ... ., , , , , e· , ? (?) 
'l'EPEW TOii 1)1\1011, arro yap TOV aVTOV ELS' TO UVTO arroKa £CTTUTU£' Tl OVll 

lun llia 7TOAAov xp611ov 7TUllT<.t>ll TWll 7TAav~T<.t>ll ;'lllOJLEll'f/ Tag1s, 1fns 7T0£Ei TOii 

µ£yav l11iavT611; El yap rra11T£s oi rrA&11.,,ns icciTa Kopvcpry11 y1116µ£11oi 8Epµal-

11ovaw, <ZurrEp ical 0 1fA1os, a<ji1CTTaJLEllO£ ll€ TOVTOV tvxovui11, o/iic Q7T£LKOS' 

11"a11rns KaTa icopvcpryv yi11oµE11ovs 11"01£'iv µlya 8£pos, &<ji1CTTaµ£11ovs ll( X£1µw11a. 

111 0011 Tei> p.EyaXtp X£tµw11i ~ 7frrE1pos 8aAaTTovTai, 111 ll£ Tei> p.£YaAtp 8£pn 
' ' " ' ' ' (" ' ' ' ' . Id 1 ) " ' TOVllUln"LOll via T07TOV JLEll uta T07TOV TOV JLEll COnJ. e er ~KKUV<T£11 KaL 

7TOAAry11 g.,,p6T1)rn, rrov (Toil Jdeler) lJ£ vypOT1)Ta, 

In answer to an inquiry on the subject, the Savilian Professor 
of Astronomy at Oxford (Rev. C. Pritchard, D.D.) kindly informs 
me that a ' rough and approximative computation' made by him 
gives the result that 'in the year 342 B.c. the sun, moon, and 
five planets were seen together somewhere in the constellations 
Libra and Scorpio.' This year would seem, therefore, to have been 
a ' magnus annus ' in the sense at any rate which Censorinus at
taches to the phrase, though not in the sense attached to it by 
Olympiodorus, who appears to require the meeting of the heavenly 
bodies to take place in the particular constellations named by him, 
and not in Libra or Scorpio. The question, however, is one 
which I must leave to those who are more versed in these matters 
than I am. 

YOL. I. Pp 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

P. II, last line, de!e comma. 

P. II 7, last line, for who read which. 

P. 128, line 15, 'Plants and animals.' See however my note on T, 8. 1256 
b 20 (vol. ii. p. 174 sq.). 

P.129, line 3 sqq. See however my note on 1. 8. 1256 b 26 (vol. ii. p. 178 sq.), 
where I have on further consideration adopted a different rendering of this 
passage. 

P. 163, note 2,for injustum read iniustum, and for conjuges read coniuges. 

P. 216, note 1, for juris read iuris. 

P. 230, line I 2, for jure read iure. 

P. 269, line 24, and p. 282, note. More strictly, a. 'perpetual generalship.' 

P. 29+ line 22, for junctura read iunctura. 

P. 406, last line. I have translated raµtelov here 'treasury,' because Plato is 
evidently thinking of the raµtelov as a place for storing gold and silver, but 
with respect to the Lacedaemonian raµ1ela, which seem to have been used for 
the storage of commodities of all kinds, see [Aristot.] Oecon. 1. 6. 1344 b 
32 sq. (with Gottling's note, p. 8r of his edition) and Schomann, Opusc. Acad. 
3. 223 sq. 

P. 430, line 29 sqq. I am indebted to Prof. Jowett's Translation of Plato for 
the renderings given here and p. 459, line 27 sqq. 

P. 442, line 24, dele the second comma. 

P. 467, note 3, line 17, add comma before' in.' 

P. 494, note, add 1 before the note. 

P. 499, line 11 sqq. I should have made it clearer here that (with Zeller, 
Gr. Ph. 2. 2. 746 sq.) I take Aristotle to regard the Polity as' the best consti
tution for most States.' Compare 6 (4). I. 1288 b 38, r~v pefw 1<al Ko111or€pm• 

a1Ta<Tats, with 2. 6. 1265 b 26-31, where the Polity is called 1<0111orar1J rafr 

1T6Ae<Tt. The Polity is described as µi<TT) o"-<'yapxias 1<at 01)µ01<parlas in 2. 6. 
1265 b 28, and 'the best constitution for most States' is spoken of as r, µEuT) 

1TOAtTEia in 6 (4). 11. 1296 a 7, 37. The hoplites are supreme in the Polity 
(1265 b 28), and the bulk of the hoplites would probably be µ€<Tot. ITo"-treiav 

µ6vtµov in 6 (4). 12. 1296 b 40 seems to me, as to Mr. Postgate (Notes, p. 30', 
to mean, not 'durable constitution,' but 'durable Polity' (seep. 501, note 1). 

Mr. Postgate may possibly be right in holding that 'the best constitution for 
most States' will be 'in some cases,' not the Polity, but 'others of the mixed 
forms '-some kind of apturo1<paria, for instance-but I do not feel sure of this. 

Would Aristotle hold the µfoot to be supreme in an apiuro1<paria, or call an 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

dpi<lTOKpa-ria a µl<r71 wo>..1-rEia? At any rate, the Polity is uppermost in his 
mind as 'the best constitution for most States.' 

P. 499, note r. In support of the suggestion here made as to the probable 
meaning of 6 (4). l r. 1295 b l 2 sq., I may refer to Xen. Oecon. 2. 5 sq. 

P. 503, note 2, for 4 (7). 1329 a 40 sqq. read 4 (7). IO. 1329 a 40 sqq. 

P. 521, line 21, •nowhere.' The last chapter of the Seventh Book, however, 
recognizes in its concluding portion, as we have seen (p. 521, line 1), that 
there are more kinds of democracy and oligarchy than one. But see p. 519, 
note 1, as to this part of the chapter. 

P. 543, note 1, for 93 read 39. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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