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.INTRODUCTION .. 
• b .. • • • 

I This pamphlet wa.s written by well know~ Anar• 
' . 
chist Bakunin who wa.s a. contemporary of Karl 
Marx and a. prominent fig~re in .the first intet"na.tional • 

. This pamphlet is selected for reproduction a.t this 
·time because at present religious a.nd communal 
fanatical tension between the major communities in 
India. is running riot. History shows that before the 
·capitalist ~ra never was there so much blood shed 
made for any other cause than that of the defence of 
'one's own religion which was considered to ha.ve been 
directly or indirectly revealed by God. The invisible 
mythological diety the observance of whose ma.nda.te 
·through his messa.nger or prophet was a. necessity . . 

a.nd a passport to heaven or to enjoy eternal felicity. 
~o disillusion this myth we have selected this work of 
Ba.kunine, as it contains not only arguments refuting 
the very existence of God by logical and scientific 
arg\iments and sound reasoning but it shows how the 
idea of God has historically been developed. Religion 
has n~vei: been a progressive force. It has retarded the 
growth, of civilization wherever it has a strangle hold 
on the mind. 

If at all one cannot give up any of the established 
religion he must at the most should make it a personal 
affair and that no community or any leader has any 
right to enforce or to induce its observance or indue» 

. as i'W.-: .. lpW:ae by foa09;.,. fraud or eniioement. It is 
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therefore the duty of every per~ou to Eee that it is not 
made an indispensable aifair·of '1JY community or 
a cult. :Masses are, even though .. ignor~nce, and fan.atic 
by nature but their fanaticism is fanned by ~nteres.tecl 
leaders of a community or a p~rty to serve their nefiri~ 
ous ends. They make use of the credulity of the 
ignorent masses by frightening them that their 
religion is in danger and that to protect it any sacri~ 
~ces on their part is a.n obligation on them. The 
leaders ., ~main at a. sa.f~ dist~nce while . the .orgy of 
mu~er, r~pe and incendia.rism is allowed to run riot 
.among maddenning crowds. Wherever ~nd whenever 

. the c9mmunal riots have .ta.ken place they have 
taken a toll of innocent persons . while the. r~al cul­
prits. g.o scotfree. We hope therefore that this booklet 
will se~ve a· ~seful purpose in opening the eyes of 
credulous people and they will see that they do .not 
lall a prey to the evil designs ~f the mischief mongeta 
and exploiters by being mislead and .. hood winked. 

· . The. sincere people _who become. the cat_spaws of 
these meretrious . self seeking vultures of different 
communi~ies .must -be saved from . them. 

. ·W.e therefore wish that this pamphlet should be 
widely read . and circulated and henee: we have priced 
it' so" low as to be within 'the reaeh of even -the pett,-

1 . l ea.mers~ We a~ al~o publishing a hindustani ver$ion 
r ,.. . r "' . .• • . .. . . .. • ~. ,· . . . # - .. . . of. t~e ~me, to l>e . circulated widely among . t~·· " maise- _and tlie . siudent ·~orid. . . ' .: . ' : . . . 

.J ' ~ 
'";, .... J~ ' •• 

~- - . - . 
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'SHORT LIFE SK.ETCH OF BAKUNIN • 
. .... ::· .===•lile·==~·,_.· 

Micha.el Bakunin, (1814-18-76), political writer and 
iindefatigabl'e revolutionist. Took part in all the re- · 
-volutionary and Socialist movements of his own times. 
jn Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria,· and Poland • 
• Had a prominent part in the Dresden revolution of 
_1849. Was condemned after its defeat to lifelong 
-imprisonment, ·and extradited by the Saxon Govem­
Jment to Austria. After a two years confinement in 
an Austrian fortress, where he was chained ·to the 

·wall, he was surrendered to the Russian Tsar, · Nicho­
. las I., who kept him imprisoned in the fortress of St. 
_Petersburg till ·1856. Re~eased after · th~ death of 
Nicholas I., he was banished to Siberia, where he was 

-very well received by the t~en Governor-General of 
.Ea.stem Siberia., N. Muravioff-Amursky. Escaping 
. from Vladivostok in.1862, he ca.me · to .. · Londo~~ He 
. soon became a member of the International W: orki.ng 
· Man's Association, joining :the Jura Federation, which. 

·· in opposition to the Gener~l . Council of the . Inter-
·.·- ol' ~ I ' ' 

: national, was the stronghold of the Federalist, anti-
: Statist, revolutionary, and direct-economio-struggle 
· tendency in the Association. He thus came in con­
. flict with Mark and Engels, who were the leading 
spirits of the London General. Council, and were wor­

.· king then to divert the Association from the di.rect 
. economic struggle, and to m~ke o( it a P~rliam~ntary 

political party. At the Hagtis Congress of the Inter­
~-Dational, in 1872, Marx succeeded, with the aid · of a 
~:fictitious majority, in having the JURA F8deration 
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: and its leading spirits, Bakunin and J a.mes Guillume~ . 
excluded from the International; wereupon the Jura. 
the Spanish, the Italian, and ·the Ea.st Belgian 

_ :(Vesd~) F0dem~ions broke entirely wit~ the Genera.I 
·Oountic·, which was transferred next year to New· 
·York, where it died: while Federations just mentioned,.. 
concluding a federative alliance among themselves'" 

·. and . abOiishing all certral authority, .continued the: 
~work :of the International Working Men's Ass.ociation 
on federalist principles, and up to 1878 held regular­

·yearly Congresses, :until this became impossible,. 
: owi~g to Government prosecutions. During . this. 
·period Bakunin· wrote a number of pamphlets in which 
. b~ developed the principles of Anarchism, the chief of 
·which a.re: "God and the State" "The State Idea 
: ai:nd Anarchism," '' ~etters to a Frenchman" a.bout 
· th~ · ··war - ·of 1870-71, "The Knouto-Gerlilantc. 
· E~plre," etc. And exhaustive biography of Bakunin 
has been written by Dr. M. Nettla.u, in three large, 
yolumes: a short abstract. of this work has also . been 

. published. 

I •· 
; , ·• 
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Pref ace to. the First ·.French Edition~ 
... ~ > • 

One of us is soon to tell in all its . detai1-. the Stoey of the life 
of Michael B~kunin, but its genert\l features are- already suffi.~ient-' 
ly familiar. Friends and enemies know that this man ·was great 
in thought, will, persistent energy; they . know' also .with ' what . 
lofty contempt he looked down upon wealth, rank, glory_~· ~~i' t,11e 
wretched ·ambitions which most human beings are base' ·0Jiough · 

. . • . ·~ . ':. .. .! :. 'l 

to entertain. A Russian gentleman related by m!'rr.1age. tp ~~e 
highest nobility of the empire, he was on~ of ·the ·first .. t~ -~·n.iar ·· 

. . '. ,. - '. .. • . 
that intrepid society of rebels -who ·were aqle to reieas'e them-
selves . from traditions, prejudices, race and ol~ss interests, and 
set their own comfort at naught. With them ·he ·fought th~ stern 
battle of life, aggravated .by imprisonment, exile, aifthe dangers 
and all the sorrow:s that men of self-sacrifice hare ~o . und~rgo 

during their tormented existence • 

. A simple stone aud ·a name ~ark the 'spot i~ the c~metery of 
~erne where was laid the body of B·akunin. Even .that js. p,rhaps 
•oo much to honor the memory or'a ~orker :who held 'vanities pf . 
tl\at sort in sutJh slight esteem. His frien~s surely · ~ill ra.ls~ to 
~tm. no oetentatious tombstone 'or .statue. They know ~ith wJ;>.at a 

· buge lau1h be woqld have received th.~pi~ ~ad ~hey spoken.to hi~ 
of a co~niem~r~tive . structure e·re_~$:~4 ·.t.~ · hi.~ JlQry; they .kn~w,. 
too, that th~· · true way to honor their de~d is .to contfnue tl)eir 
wol'k-with the rsAme ardor a~d per&'eve'rance .th!t they th~m· 

' sel~es ·brou•ht to it. In thia case, iltdeed, a difficult tyk demand-· 
inl!- al.I ~r e!ortl, for among 't_h'e' revolutionists''.'of the prese~t. . 
gen&Nti()ll not one has laborecl ,.Di.ore fel'Vently. 'in the com~on 
c·ause oi~ Revolution. ' 1 ~· ?. , ."' .. .' · "·· . ~·. 

""' • ' "' ...- !• .I ~1• ... •• A :'?t ' • 

. Iii' 1tuaia among the etuden~; in G~rmany anioni the imu1'. 
gents ol· .Drelden,-·in Siberi& among: his _bro.&he·n. fn. exile. in - .,. ... 

Ainerioa, in 'England, in France, . in SwitzerlancJ. in Italy, · amonc 
ail earnest men, his direct influence has .been· ~oon8iderabte;· Tli9 
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GOD AND THE STATE 

originality ot his ideas, the imagery and vehemence of his 
eloquence, his untiri_ng zeal in propagaadfsm, · helped too by the 
aatural majesty of his person and by a powerfuJ vitality, gave . 

"Bakunin aoceaa to all the revolutionary groups, and his efforts 
left deep traces everywhere, even upon those who, after having 
welcomed him, thrust him out because of a difference of object 
or. method. His correspondence was most extensive; he passed 
e~tire nights in preparing long letters t; hi~ friends in the 
revolutionary world, ~nd some of these letters, written to 
•tJ;"eD.l&ben. the timid, arouse the sluggish, and outline, plans of 
propagaudism or rev~lt, took on the proportions 1of veritable 
v~uJ:Des. 'l'hese leUers more . than anything else explain the 
p'9(iigiou.a w.ork of Bakunin in the revolutionary movement 
!Jf the ce11tury. The pamphlets published by him, in Russian, 
Freno~, .and Italian, however important they may be, and 
h~wever 1useful they may have been in spreading the new 
icle~, are .the smallest part of Bakunin's work . 

. The present-· memoir, "God and the State," is really a 
fragment of a letter or report. Composed in the same manner 
as moat of Bakunin's other . writings., it has the same literary 
fault, . lack of proportion; moreover it breaks off abruptly: we 
ha~e searched in vaiJJ to discover the end of the manuscript. 
B~unin never had the time necessary to finish all the tasks 
he Undertook. One work was not completed when others were 
already under way. •'My ·life itself is a fragment," he said to 
those who criticised his writinp. N evertheleB, the readers of 
••Goel and the State" certainly will · not regret that Bakunin's 
memoir, incomplete though it be, ~ been published. The 
qufationa dia~•~d in it ar·e treated deoiawely ~~d with a singu~ar 
vISpr of logio. Rightly . addressing himaelf only to ~is hon• 
onon~nta, B~~in d~moDJ$rates,.~ them the e1:11ptine1e of .lJaeir 
belief in that divine out1ie>litr • 9ioh aU ttnlPCU'al 1ii11tlloritte1 
. artt founded; he pt"OTe• '' .thiba · t).le purely h~man 1eneai1 of ell· 
· PJ•riun~ata;_ 8aaQ7, wtt~·· •oPJ>inl ~ cli80Ul8 t)lose buea ~f 
the State a&eacJY qeDde~ed bt public morality, lllOh as physical 
:-.,ioiiti~ •i~eno~, - _~obility, · wealth, . Ile ·does justice to tbe 
'*~ .. ,~h,loh . w~ entrust •cie;nce" witb tbe government of 
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GOD AND THE STATE . 3,, 

!Societies. Supposing even that it were possible to recognize, amid 
1the conflict of rival ambitions and intrigues, who are the pre- . 
senders and who are the real savants, and that a method of eleo­
ltion could be found which would not fail to lodge the power in the 
hands of those whose knowledge is authentic, what guarantee · 
.could they ·offer us of the wisdom and honesty of their govern­
ment? On the contrary, can we not foresee in these new masters 
.the same follies and the same crimes found in those of former 
.days and of the present time ? In the first place, science is not: 
it is becoming. The learned man of to-day is but the know-nothing 

r0f to-morrow. Let him once imagine that he has reached the end, 
arnd for that very reason h.e sinks beneath even the babe just 
ft>orn. But, could he recognize truth in its essence, he can only 
.corrupt himself by privilege and corrupt others by power. To 
.establish his government, he must try, like all chiefs of State, to 
arrest the life of the masses moving below him, keep them in 
ignorance in order to preserve quiet, and gradually =debase them 
ithat he may rule them from ~ loftier throne, 

For the rest, since the Doctrinaires made their appearance, 
1the· true are .pretended "genius" has been trying his hand at 
-Wielding the sceptre of the world, and we know what it has cost 

... ~ 

LUs. We have seen them a* work, all these savants: the more 
bardened the more they have 11tudied; the narrower in their 
·views the more time they have spent in examining some isolated · 
fao. in all its aspects; without any experience of life, because 
;they have long known no other horizon then the walls of their 
.cheese; childish in their passions and vanities, because they have 
1been unable to participate in serious struggles and have nave r 
.learned the true proportion of things. Bava we not recently wit-

1 

:nesl•d the foundation of a whole school of "thinkers•'-wretched . . . 
.ooGrtiers, too, and people of unclean lives-who have constructed . -. - . ~ 

· a wJaole cosmogony for their sole use! According to them, worlds 
liave been created, societies have developed, revolutions have 
.overturned nations, empires have gone down in blood, poverty, 
.disease, and death have been· the queens of humanity, only to 
,paise up an eJJt• of academicians, the · full-blown flower, of which 
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GOD AND THE STATE 

all other men are but the manure. That these editors of th~ 
Temps and the Debcits piay have leisure to .,think", nations live 
and die in ignorance; alf other human beings are destined for 
deMh in order'thai-these gentiemen may become immortal I 

But we may reassure ourselves: all these academicians will'. 
not ~ave tile audacity of Alexander in cutting with his sword th& 
Gordian knot; they will not lift the blade of Charlemagne. Govern~ 
Dient by science is becoming as impossible as that ef divine right,.. 
wealth, .or brute force. -Allpowers are henceforth to be submitted 
to pitiless criticism. Men in whom the sentiment of equality is. 
'bt>rn suffer themselV'es no longer to be governed; they learn to· 
goVern themselves. In 'precipitating from the heights of the 
heavens him from whom all power is reputed to descend, societies: 
unseat also all those \'fho reigned in his name. Such is the revolu­
tion now in progress~ States · are breaking up to . give place to a. 
,new order, in whi".h, as Bakunin was fond ~f .saying, "humaa 
justice will be substituted for divine justic~"· If it-is allowable to­
cite any one name from those of the revolutionists who have­
taken part ~n this immense work of renovation, there is not on& 
that may be singled out with more jmtice than~- tliat ·of ·Michael 
Bakunin. 
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GOD AND THE STATE .............................. 
111111111111111111111111111111111111 ••••••••••••• ................ . 

'I W I HO are right, th3 idealists or tl:e materialists .? 
The questions once stated in this way, hesitation 
becomes impossible. U ndoubted!y the idealis~s 
are wrong and th3 n1ateria.lists right. Yes, 

are before id3a8; yas, the ideaJ, as Proudhon 
said, is but a flower, whose root lies in the material 
.conditions of exist_ence. Yes, the whole history of 
hu1nanity, intellectual and inoral, political and social, 
-is but a reflection of its economic history. 

All branches of modern science, of ttue and · 
<lisinterested science, concur in proclaiming this 
grand truth, fundamental and decisive: The social 
world, properly spe3.~dng, the human world-in short, 
:humanity-is nothing other than the la.st and supreme 
.development---at least on our planet and a.s far as we 
-know-the higliest manifestation of animality. But as 
. .every development necessarily implies a negation, 
-that of its base or point of departure, humanity is at 
-the same time and essentially the deliberate and 
gradual negation of the animal element in man; and it 
is precisely this negation, as rational as it is natural, 
-and rational only because natural-at once historical 
and logical, as inevitable as the development and 
·realization of all the natural laws in the world-that 
-constitutes and creates the ideal, the world of intell­
.ectual and moral convictions, ideas. 
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6 GOD AND THE STATE 

Yes, our first ancestors, our l\.dams and our ·Eves,. 
were. if not gorillas, very near relatives of gorillas .. 
omnivorous, inteliigent and ferocious beasts, endowecl 
in . a higher deg~ee than the animals of any other 
species with two precious faculties-the pou·er to thin.k 
and the desire to rebel. .. 

These f acuities, combining their progressive aotioru 
in history,. represent the essential factor, the negative­

. power· in the positive development of human animality,. 
"and create oorisequently all that constitutes humanity 
· in man. 

The Bible, which is a very interesting and here an<l 
there very profound book when considered as one of the~ 
oldest surviving manifestations of human wisdom an& 
fancy, expresses this truth very naively in its myth 
of original sin. Jehovah, who of all the good gods~ 

adored by men was certainly the most jealous, the' 
thost vain, the most ferocious, the most unjust, the·, 
most bloodthirsty, the most despotic, and the most. 
hostile to human dignity and liberty-Jehovah had .. 
just created Adam and Eve, to satisfy we know not· 
what caprice; no doubt to while away his time, which. 
must weigh heavy on .his hands in his eternal egoistic: 
solitude, or that he might .have some new slaves .. 
He generously p iaced at their disposal the whole earth,. 
with all its fruits and animals, and set but a single 
limit to this complete enjoyment. He expressly forbade-. 
them from touching the fruit of the tree of knowledge. 
He wished, therefore, that man, destitute of all under-· 
standing of himself, should remain an eternal beast,. 
ever on all-fours. before the eternal God, his creator 
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GOD AND THE STATE 

and his master. But here steps in Satan, · the eternal 
-rebel, the first freethinker and the emancipator · of 
worlds. He makes man a.shamed of his bestial ignoran­
ce and obedience; he emancipates him, stamps · upon 
his brow the seal of liberty and humanity, in urging 
him to disobey and eat of the fruit of knowledge. · 

We know what followed. The good God, whose 
foresight, which is one of the divine faculties, should 
have warned him of what would happen, flew into . a 
terrible and ridiculous rage; he cursed Satan, man, 
and the world created by himself, striking himself . so 
to speak in his own creation, as children do when 
they get angry; and, not content with smiting our 
ancestors themselves, he cursed them in all the 
generations to come, innocent of the crime committed 
by their forefathers. Our Catholic and Protestant 
theologians look upon that as very profound and very 
just, precisely because it is monstrously iniquitous and 
absurd. Then, remembering that he was not only a God 
of vengeance and wrath: but also a God of love, after 
having tormented the existence of a few milliards of 
poor human beings and condemned them to an eternal 
hell, he took pity on the rest, and, to save them and 
reconcile his eternal and divine love with his eternal 
and divine anger. always greedy for victims· and 
blood: he sent into the world, as an expiatory victim, 
his only son, that he might be killed by men. That is 
called the mystery of the Redemption, the basis of all 
the Christian religions. Still, if the divine Savior had 
saved the human world I But no; in the paradise pro­
mised by Christ, as we know, such being the formal 
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announcement, the elect will number very· few. The 
rest, the hn~ense majority of the . generations present 
and to come,. will burn eternally in hell. In the mean­
time, to_ QO~$,ole us, God, ever just, ever good, hands 
over the ·earth to the government of the Napoleon 
Thirds, of the William Firsts, of . the Ferdin.ands of . . 

Austria, and of the Alexanders of all the Russias. 
• • 

Such a.re the absurd tales that are told and the 
monstrous doct"rines that a.re taught, in the full light 
of the nineteenth century, in all the public schools of 
Europe, at the express command of the government. 
They call this civilizing the people I Is it not plain 
that all these governments are systematic poisoners, 
interested stupefiers of the masses? 

. I have wandered· from my subject, because anger 
gets hold of m·e whenever I think of the base and 
criminal means which they employ t9 keep the 
nations in perpetual slavery, undoubtedly that they 
may be the better able to fleece them. Of what conseq­
uence are the crimes of all the Tropmanns in the 
world compared with this crimes of treason against 
humanity committed daily, in broad day, over the 
whole surface of the civilized world, by those - who 
dare to call themselves the guardians and fathers of 
the people? I return to the myth of original sin. 

God admitted that Satan was right; he recognized 
that the .devil did not deceive Adam and Eve in promi .. 

. sing them knowled_ge and liberty as a reward for t~e 

. act of disobedience which he had induced them _to 
commit; for, immediately they had e~ten o~ the forbid-
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GO.D AND THE STATE 9 

den fruit, God himself · said (see· Bible) : "Behold, the 
man f s become as one of the gods, to know good and 
evil; prevent him, therefore, from eating of the fruit of 
eternal life_, lest he become immortal like Ourselves;' 

Let us disregard now the fabulous portion of this 
myth and consider its true meaning, which is very 
clear. Man has erlftmcipated himself; he has separated 
himself from animality and constituted himself a. ma~; 
he has begun his distinctively human history and 
development by an act of dieobedience and science­
that is, by rebellion and by thought. 

Three elements or, if you like, three fundamental 
principles constitute the essential condition·s of all 

. . . 
human development, collective or individual, in ~is-
tory: (1) human. ant'.mality,· (2) thought; and (3) rebellion .• 
To the first properly corresponds social an.d private 
eco·nomy,· to the second, science,· to the third, liberty. 

Ideali~ts o.f all schools, aristocrats and bourgeois, 
theologians and metaphysicians, politicians and mora­
lists, religionists, philosophers, or poets, not forgetting 
the liberal economists--unbound~d worshippers .of 
the ideal, as we know-are much offended when told 
t~at man, with his magnificant intelligence, his sub­
lime ideas, and his boundless aspirations, is, like a.11 
else existing in the world, nothing but matter, only a 
product of v-ile matter. 

We may answer that the matter of which ma.teria-
1 ists speak, matter spontaneously and eternally mobile. 
active, productive, matter chemically or organically 
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10 · GOD AND THE STATE 

deteJ."mined and manifested by the properties or forces,. 
mechanical,· physical, animal, and intelligent, which­
necessa.rily belong to it-that this matter has nothing­
in common with the vile matter of the idea.lists. The· 
latter, a product of their false abstraction, is indeed a... 
stupid, inanimate, immobile thing, incapable of giving­
birth to the smallest product, a caput mortuum an ugly 
fancy in contrast to the 'beautiful fancy which they 
oall God; as the opposite of this supreme being, matterr 
their matter, stripped by them of all that constitutes­
its. real nature, necessarily represents supreme nothin­
gness. They have taken away from matter intelligence". 
life, all its. determining qualities, active relations or· 

. forces, motion itself, without which matter would not; 
even have weight, leaving it nothing but impenetrabi­
lity and absolute immobility in space; they have attri-
buted all these natural forces,. _properties, and manifes­
tations to the imaginary being created by their 
abstract fancy; then, interchanging roles, they have· 
oalled t:his product· of their imagination, this phantom,. 
this God who is nothing, "supreme Being," and, as a.. 
necessary consequence, have declared that the real 
being, matter, the world, is ·nothing. After which they 
gravely tell us that this matter is incapable of produc­
ing anything, not even of setting itself in motion, and. 
consequently must have been created by their God~ 

At the end of this book I exposed the fallacies and 
truly revolting absurdities to which one is inevitably 
led by this. imagination of a God, let him be considered 
as a personal being, the creator ' ·and organizer or 
worlds; or even as impersonal, a kind of divine · soul 
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spread over the whole universe and · constituting thus­
its eternal principle; or let him be an idea, infinite andl. 
divine , always present and active in the world, and~ 

always manifested by the totality of material an<f 
definite beings. Here I shall deal with one point only.,. 

The gradual development of the ~aterial w_orld, aS'· 
well as of organic anima.l life and · of the historically 
progressive intelligence of man, individually or soci-· 
ally, is perfectly conceivable. It is a wholly naturall 
movement from the simple to the complex, from the­
lower to the higher, from the inferior to the superior; 
a movement in conformity with all our daily experie­
nces, . and consequently in conformity . also with our 
natural logic, with the distinctive laws of our mind,. 
which being formed and developed only by the aid of 
these same experiences, is, so to speak, but the mental~ 
cerebral reproduction or reflected summary thereof. 

The system of the idea.lists is· quite the contrary of 
this. It is the r~versal of all human.experiences and of 
that universal · and common good sense which is the, 
essential condition of all human understanding, and?. 
which, in rising from the simple and unanimously 
recognized truth that twice two are four to the subli-· 
mest and most complex scientific considerations­
admitting, moreover, nothing that has not stood the 
severest te~ts of experience or observation of things 
and facts-becomes the only serious basis of huma.n. 
knowledge. 

Very far from pursuing the natural order from the 
lower to the higher, from the inferior to the superiorr 
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.. and.fron1 the relatively simple to the more· complex; 
· instead· of wisely and rationally accompanying the 
progressive and real movement from the world called 

·inorganic to the world organic, vegetables, animal, and 
then distinctively human-from ~hemical matter or 
-chemical being to living .matter or living being, and 
~from .living being to thinking being-the idealists, 

· ·obsessed, blinded, and' pushed on by the divine phantom 
-which they have inherit~~ from theology, ta~e preci­
.:Sely the opposite course. They go from the higher to 
the lower, from the superior to the inferior, from the 
-0omplex to the simple. They begin with God, either 
as a person or as divine substl\llce or idea, and the first 

.step that they take is a terrible fall fron1 the sublime 
.. heigts of the eternal ideal into the mire of the mate­
·rial world; from absolute perfection into absolute 
imperfection; from thought to being, or rather: from 
:Supreme being to nothing. When, how, and why the 
divine being, eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect. pro-

, bably weary of hhnself, decided upon this desperate 
. .salto mortale is something which no idealist, no theo-

. . 
\ogian, no meta.physician, no poet, has ever been able 
to understand himself or explain to the profane. All 

. t:'eligiens, pa.st and present, and all the systems of 

. transcendental philosophy hinge on this unique and 
ii.niquitous mystery.* Holy men, inspired lawgivers, 

•I call it "iniquitous" becau.se, as I beleive I have proved in 
the Appendix. alluded to, this mystery has been and still continues 
to be the consecration of all the horrors which have been and are 
being comm.itted in the world; I call it unique, because all the 
.other theological and metaphysical absurdities which debase the 
1l.uman min4 are but its necessary consequences. 
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prophets, messiahs, have searched it for life, and found ·, 
only torment and death. Like the ancient sphinx, it. · 
has devoured t.hem, because they could not explain it ... 
Great phUosophers, -from He.raclitus and Plato down · 
to Descartes: Spinoza: Leibnitz, Kant, Fichte, Schell­
ing, and Hegel, not to mention the Indian philosophers7 

have written · heaps of volumes and built systems as 
ingenious as sublime, in which they -have said by ·the= 
way many beautiful ' and grand things and ·discovered 
immortal truths, but · they have left this · mystery, ' the· 
principal object of their transcendental investigations,.. · 
as unfathomable · as_ before. The gigantic efforts of the 
most wonderful genius.es· that the world has known,..·· 
and who, on3 after another'; for at le3.st thirty centuriesF 
have undertaken anew this labor of Sisyphus, have. · 
resulted ·_only in rendering this mystery still more= 
incomprehensible. : ·Is .it to be hoped that it -will ·be. 
unveiled to us by tbe routine speculations of· some. 
pedantic disciple of a.n artificially warmed.;,over· meta- · 
physics at a tiine· when all living and serious ·spirits: 
have abandoned that ambiguous scienc~ born of· a.. · 
compromise•--hist<?rically explicable no doubt:....•between · 
the unreason· of-faith and sound scientific ±eason 1 i> ·· 

.· . ... ... . .. . ··; · .... : .. .. : 

It is evident that this te~rib-le mystery - i~ iriexpli·~ 
ca·ble-that iez, absrir], because . o'nly " th~ aq~urd . admits' . . . 
of no explanation. lt :is evident that wiQ.ev,er finds it 
essential -to his happiness and life niu11t -Ji.Dounce his 

•• • .. • ' , -· - • ..... . ' J • • 

reason, and return, .if he _can;_. .to. J.l.aive, · blind,. stupi4. 
faith~ to repeat -~ith :'tertullt.ilus . ~nd all. ad~cere 

,• . 

}?~lievez~ _th~se word~, .~h~ch ~.\tl»..'1P tll~ very qui~t~s, ... 
- e.~c~ -·~f ~heology: Ortl4o ·, w!a . ~~8urdU1Jl. . Th:en al~ . . 
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disw.ssion ceases,· and· nothing remains but the trium1-
~. . pbant stupidity of faith. But immediately there arises 
'··· anether question: How comes an in.telligent and well­

inf ormed man ever to_f eel the need of believing in. this 
·miysf.ery , . 

Nothing is more natural than that the belief in 
God, the creator, regulator, ju~ge, master, curser, 
:eavior, and benefactor of the world, should still 
prevail among the people, especially in the rural 
.districts, where it is more widespread than among the 
;>roletariat of the cities. The people, unfortunately, 
are still very ignorant, an~ are kept in ignorance by 
the. systematic efforts of all the governments, · who 
.consider this ignorance, not without good reason, as 
one of the essential conditions of their. own power. 
-Weighted down by their daily labor, deprived of 
.lleisure, of intellectual intercourse, Qf reading, in short 

.. .of all the means and a good portion o~ the stimulants 
chat develop thought in men, the people generally 
•ceept ~eligious traditions without criticism and in a 
Jump. ·'_\'h~se traditions surround them from. infancy in 
all the. situations of !ife, and art if ieially sustained . in 

· •heir ~inds by a. multitude df official poisoners of all . 
:Sorts, priests and laymen, aTe transformed therein into 
• sort of mental and more.I ha.bit, too often more power-.. . . ~ 

-ful even than their na.tural good sen·se. ' .. 
: .. . 

There is another reason which explains and in . some 
:aoii justifies the absurd beliefs of the people-namely. 

· I the wretcned Situation to 'which they' find themselves 
-fatally eondem:ned by the economic organization of 
eoeiety in · the · indst · civilized · coun·tries · of Europe. 
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"Reduced, intellectually and morally as well as materi­
;ally, to the minimum of human existence, ·confined in 
-their life like a prisoner in his prison, without horizon, · 
·without outlet, without even a· future if we believe 
·the economists, the people would have the singul.arly 
-narrow souls and blunted instincts of the bourgeois if 
1they did not feel a desire to escape; but of escape there 
:are but three methods-two chimerical and a third 
·real. The first two are the dram-shop and the church, 
.debauchery of the body or debauchery of the mind; 
1he third is social revolution. Hence I conclude this · . . 
1last will be much more potent than all the theological 
•propagandism of the freethinkers to destroy to their 
tlast vestige the religious beliefs and dissolute habits 
-0f the people, 'beliefs and habits much more intimately 
-connected than is generally supposed. In substituting 
-for the at once illusory and brutal enjoyments ·of 
-bodily and spiritual licentiousness the enjoyments, as 
refined as they are real. of humanity developed in 
-e~h and all, the social revolution alone will have the 
-power to close, at the same time all the dram-1hops 
;and all the churches. ,. 

· Till then the people, taken as " whole, ·will believ:e; 
.and, if they have no reason to believe, they'will have 
;at le~st a right. ... . · · 

i 

There is. a. clas~ of people who, if they do not believe, 
·must: at least make . a. E1emblance of believing. This class, : 

.; 

.comprisin1. "11 'he tormentors, . a.11 · the oppressors, :· 

.and all tqe eJploU!trs of hunu,nity priests. monarohs, ·. 
:&~atesmen, .· sold\G?&a pllblic and private financiers, · . 
~flic_ials of all so~ .polieemen. gendarmes, jailors -1tnd·i 
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executioners, monopolists, capitalists, tax-leecheg, con- ~ 

tr...,ctors and landlo~ds,Jawyers, economists, politicians 
of all shades, down to . the . smallest vendor of . sweet-· . 
meats, all will repea.t in unison those words of Voltaire:: 

. ~ . , \ .. . . ' . . . ~ ~ '-. : . 
i:If God did not e·xi~t~ .it.would be necessary to inyent 

him." For, ·you ·ut;lderstan.d, ·'.'the people m~st h~~e ·Q.. 
! ' • • • I • • ' ' • • • , • 

religion~" That is the safety-y~lve. • ! • . 

. There exists, finally, a ·:somewhat numerous class· of 
honest but timid ·souls who, too intelligent- to · take the 
Christian dogmas seriously, reject them in detail, but. 
have neither the courage nor the strength nor the neces­
sary . resolution: to summarily renounce them altoge-

- ther .. ·They ·a.bandorl to your criticism all the special. 
. ' 

absuldities of religion, they turn- up-their no·ses ·at all ~ 
the 1niracles, but they ·cling desperately to the princip~l 
absurd~ty; the source ·of all-the others, to the miracle . 
th.at explains and .justifies· all the other miraCles, the 
existence of God~ .. : Their God is not the vigorous· and . 
powerful being,. the brutally positive God of theology:, 
It i~ .. a nebulous, diaphanous, -illusory being that 
vanishes into nothing at the first attempt to grasp it; ; 
.it :is a mirage, an ign.is fa~'µUB th.at neither warms nor­
.. ilhtminates. ·, And y~t- they hold fast to it, and believe .. 

r . . . . . . . . . . 
tliat, were it to disappear, all would disappear :with it. · . 
They are uncertain, sickly souls: who have lost tbeir­
reckonilig. in. the . preswt· eivilization, · belonging t<> 
neither · the l>l"eseilt 'nor- 'the future,- pale·· i>"bantonis · 
ef;arn4HT :$USpended- between :heaven and : eartli, arld. : I 
ooeupiing;ex.aetlttbe· JJame· p<>sition 'between the · poti~,· ... 
ties:of:the:bolirgeo1s and the- Socialism of tlle· 'prolet~~"·!~ 
.rlat.. ~y..li.an;neither-,the'.:power nor the wish 'ribr t}ic; · i 
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determination to . follow out their thought, and they 
waste their time and pains in constantly endeavoring 
to reconcile the irreconcilable.. In public life these are 
known as bourgeois Socialists. 

With them, or against them, discussion is out of 
the question. They are too puny. 

. . 

But there are a few illustrious men of whom no one 
will dare to speak without respect,. and whose vigorous 
health: strength ofmind,and good intention no one .will 
dream of calling in question. I need only cite the names 
of Mazzini, Michelet, Quinet, John Stuart Mill. * 
Generous and strong souls, great hearts, great minds, 
great writers, and the first the heroic and revolu­
tionary regenerator of a great nation, they are all 
apostles of idealism and bitter despisers and adversa­
ries of materialism, and consequently of Socialism 
also, in philosophy as well as in politics .. 

Against them, then, we must discuss this question. 

· First, let it be remarked that not one of the.illustri-
. ' 

ous men I have just named nor another idealistic 
thinker of any consequence ~n our day has given any 
attention· to the logical side of this question properly 
speaking. Not one has tried to ·settle philosophically 

•Mr. Stuart Mill is perhaps th~ only one whose serious 
idealism may be fairly doubted, and that for two reasons: first,. 
that, if not abSolutely the disciple, he is a passionate admirer, an . 
adherent of the positive philosophy of Augu9te Comte, a philosophy 

. which, inspite of.its numerous .reservations, is · really .Atheistic;. 
second, that .:Mr •. St.uarC Mill.is English, and in England to proolaim. 
oneself an Atheist is to ostraoise oneself; even at this late d&T·. 
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·the possibility of the divine salto mortale from the pure 
and eternal regions of spirit into the mire of the mate­
rial world. Have they feared to approach this irrecon­
cilable contradiction and despaired of solving it after 
the failures of the greatest geniuses of history, or have 
they lo~ked upon it as already sufficiently well settl­
ed? That is their secret. The fact is that they have 
neglected the theoretical demonstration . of the exis­
tence of a God, and have developed only its practical 
motives and consequences. They have treated it as a 
fact universally accepted, and, as such. no longer 
susceptible of any doubt whatever, for sole proof 
thereof limiting themselves to the establishment of 
the antiquity and this very universality of the belief 
in .God. 

This imposing unanimity, in the eyes of many 
illustrious men and writers to quote only the most 
famous of thet,n who eloquently expressed it, Joseph 
de Maistre and the great Italian patriot, Giuseppe 
Mazzini-is of more value than all the demonstrations 
of science; and if the reasoning of a small number of 
logical and even very powerful, but isolated, thinkers 
is against it,so much the worse. they say, fo~ these 
thinkers and. their logic, for universal consent, the 
general and primitive adoption .of an idea, has always 
been considered the most triumphant testimony to its 
truth. The sentiment of the whole world, a conviction 
that is found and maintained always and everywhere, 

. oailao~ be mistaken; it must ·have its root in a neces-
aity absolutely inherent in the very nature ~f man. 
·And since it has been ·established that all peoples, 
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·J>ast and present, have believed and still believe in 
-the existence of God, it is clear that those· who have 
-the misfortune to doubt it, whatever the logic that 
led them to thfs doubt, are abnormal exceptions, 
·monsters. 

Thus, then, the an.tiquity and universality of a be­
lief should be regarded, contrary to a.11 science and 

. ~au logic, as sufficient and unimpeachable proof . of 
·its truth. Why? . 

Until the days of Copernicus and Galileo every­
-body believed that the sun revolved about the earth~ 

Was not everybody mist~ken ? What is more ancien~ 
:.a~d more universal than slavery? Cannibalism per­
.haps. From the origin of historic society down to 
·the present day there has been always and every­
where exploitation of the compulsory labor of the 
·masses-slaves, serfs, _or wage-workers-by some 
-Oo~ina!nt minority; oppression of the people by the 
Church and by the state. Must it be concluded "that 
-this exploitation and this oppression are nece~sities 
absolutely inherent in the very existence of .human 
:SOcietf? These a.re examples which show -that th~ 

.argu~ent of the champions of God proves nothing. 
j 

Nothing, in fa.ct, is as universal or as ancient as • 
the iniquitous and absurd; truth and justice, on the 
.contrary, are the least universal, the youngest features 
in the development of h~man society. In this fact, 
too, lies the .. explanation of a constant historical 
:_phenomenon-namely, the persecution of which 
those wh9 · first proclaim the trutll have been and 
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.continue to be the · objects at the hands of the official,,. 
· · privileged, a~d i~terested representatives of "univer­

.sal'·' · and "ancient" beliefs, and often also at the, 
h~ilds .of the same masses who, after having tortured. 
them, always end by adopting their ideas and render- · 
ing them victorious. 

·' 

To us materialists and· Revolutionary Socia.lists,. 
there is nothing astonishing or terrifying in this-

. historical phenomenon. Strong in our conscience. inl' 
our love of truth at all hazards. in that passion for 
logic which of itself alone constitutes a great power· 
and outside of which there in no thought; strong in 
·our passion for justice and in our unshakable faith 
in the triumph of humanity over all the~retical ~nd 
practical bestialities; strong, finally. in the mutual 
confidence and support given each other by the few .. 
who share our convictions-w~ resign ourselves to all 
the consequences of this historical phenomenon, in . 
which we see the manifestation of a social law as. 
natural. as necessary. and as invariable . as all the: . 
other laws which govern the world. · 

This. law is a logical, inevitable consequence of the , 
an.imal origin of human society; for .in face of all the , 
scientific, physiological, psychological, and historical . 
proofs accumulated at the present day, as well as in . 
face of the exploits of the Germans conquering France, . • 
which n.ow furnish so striking a demonstration there-
of, it is nQ. ~onger possible to really doubt this origin .. . 
But from the m~ment that this animal origin of · 
·man i' accepted, all is explained. History. then appears. 
to · UJ as ·the revolutionary negation;· now slow.-
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:apathetic, sluggish, now passionate and powerful, of · 
·the' past. It consists precisely in the progressive nega­
·tion of the primitive animality of man by the develop­
·ment of his humanity. Man, a wild beast, cousin of 
·the gorilla, has emerged from the profound darkness 
-of animal instinct into the light of the mind, which 
.explains in a wholly natural way all his past mistakes 
.and partially consoles us for his present errors. He 
:has gone out from animal slavery, and passing 
-through divine slavery, a temporary condition betwe~n 
his animality and his humanity, _he i~ now marching 
-0n to the conquest and realization of human liberty. 
Whence it results that the antiquity of a belief, of an 
idea, far from proving anything in its favor, ought, 
-0n the contrary, to lead us to suspect it. For. behind · 
us is our animality and before us our humanity; human 
light, the only thing that can ·warm and enlighten us, · 
-the only thing that can emancipate us, give us dignity, 
freedom, and happiness, and realize fraternity among 
us, is never at the beginning, but, relatively to the 
. .epoch in which we live, always at the end of history. 
-Let us, then, never look back, let us look ever for· 
·ward; for forward is our sunlight~ fOTward our salva­
·tion. If it is justifiable, and even useful and necessary, 
:to 'turn back to study our past, it is only in-order to 
~establish what we have been and what we must no 
longet be, what we have believed and thought and 
·what we n1ust no longer believe or think, what wa 
.have done and what we must do nevermore. 

So much for antiquity. As fo·r the un.ive1·sality of an 
error, it proves but one thing-the similarity, if not 
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the perfect identity, of human nature in a.ll ages andl . 
unde'r all skies. And, . since it is established that all 
p~oples~ at all p·eriods of their life, have believed and still. 
b~lieve in God, we must simply conclude that the divine.' 
idea, an outcome of ourselves, is an error historically 
necessary iD: the development of hum.anity, and ask­
why and how it was produced in history and why an. 
immense majority of the human ra.c3 still accept it 
as a truth. 

·Until we ·shall account to ourselves for the manner 
in which the idea of a supernatural or divine world 
was developed and had to ha developed in the historical 
evolution. of the human conscience, ' all our scientific. 

· conviction of its absurdity will be in vain; until then . 
· we shall never succeed in destroying it in the opinion 

of the majority, . because we shall never be able to· . . 
attae,k it in the very depths of the human being where 
it had birth. Condemned to a fruitless struggle, with­
out issue and without end, we should for ever have 
to content ourselves with :fighting it solely on the: 
surface, in its innumerable manifestations, whose 
sbsurdity will be scarcely beaten down by the blows of 
common sense before it will reappaar in a new form 
no less nonsE:.nsical. While the root of all the a.bsurdi 
tiesthat- torment the world, belief in God, remains 
intact,' it will never fail to bring forth new offspring .. 
Thus, at the present time, in certain sections of the 
highest society, Spiritualism tends to establish itself' 
upon the· ruins of Christianity. 

. 
It is not only in the interest of'the ma.sses: it is in. 

_that of the health of our own minds, that we should 
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strive to understand the historic genesis, the succes­
sion of causes which developed and produced-the idea . 

. of God in the consciousness of men. In vain shall we 
call and believe ourselves Atheists, until we compre­
hend these causes, for: .until then, we shall always· 
suffer ourselves to be more or less governed by the 
clamors of this universal conscience whose secret we 
have · not disoovered; and, considering the natural 
weakness of even the strongest individual against the 
.all-powerful influence of the social surroundings that 
trammel him, we are always in danger of relapsing 
sooner or later, in one way or another, into the abyss 
of religious absurdity. Examples of these shameful 
conversions are frequent in society to-day . 

. I have stated the chief practical reason of the 
power still exercised to-day over the inasses by religi-· 
ous baliefs. These mystical tendencies do not signify 
in man so much an aberration of mind as a deep 
discontent at heart. They are the instinctive and 
passionate protest of the human being against the 
narrowness, the platitudes, the sorrows, and the 
shame of a wretched existence. For this malady, I 
have already said, there is but one remedy-Social 
Revolution. 

In the meantime I have endeav.ored to show the 
causes responsible for the birth and historical develop­
ment <>f religious hallucinations in the hu1nan 
conscience. Hare it is my purpo~e to treat this ques­
tion of the existence of a God, or of the di vine origin 
of the world and of man, solely from the standpoint 
of its moral and social utility~ and I shall say only a 
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few words, to bett"er explain my t bought, regarding 
the theoretical grounds of this belief . 

. All religions, with their gods, their demigods, and 
their prophets, their messiahs and their saints, were 
created by the credulous fancy of ·men who had not 
attained the full development and full pos.session of 
their faculties. Consequently, the religious heaven is 
nothing but a mirage in which man, exalted by igno­
rance and faith, discovers his own image, but enlarged 
and reversed-that is, divin.ized. The history of religions, 
of the birth: grandeur, and decline of the gods who 
have succeeded one another in human belief, is no­
thing, therefore, but the development ·of the collective 
intelligence and conscience of mankind. As fast . as 
they discovered, in the course of their historically 
progressive advance, either in themselves or in exter­
nal nature,_ a power, a quality; or even any great defect 
whatever, they attributed them to their gods, after 
having exaggerated and enlarged . them beyond 
measure, after the manner of children, by an act of 
their religious fancy. Thanks to this modesty and 
pious generosity of believing and credulous men, 
heaven has grown rich with the spoils of the earth, 
and, by a necessary eonsequence, the richer heaven 
became, the more wretched became humanity and the 
earth. God once installed, he was naturally proclaimed 
the cause, reason, arbiter, and absolute disposer of all 
things: the world thenceforth was nothing, God was 
all; and man, his real creator, after having 

1
unknow­

ingly extracted him fro;m the void, bowed down before 
him, worshipped him, and avowed himself his creature 
and his slave. 
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Christianity is precisely the religion par excellen.ce, 
because it exhibits and manifests, to the fuU..,st extent, 
,the very nature and essence of every religious system •. 
-which is the impoverishment, enslavement, and ann.ihila­
.tion of humanity for the benefit of divinity. 

God being everything, the real world and man are 
·nothing. God being t.ruth, justice, goodness, beauty, 
·power, and life, man is falsehood, iniquity, evil, ugli-

. ·ness, impotence, and death. God being master. man is 
·the slave. Incapable of finding justice, truth, and 
.eternal life by his own effort, he can attain them 
-only through a divine revelation. But whoe'\'er 
:says revelation says revealers, messiahs, prophets, 
·priests, and legislators inspired by God himself; and 
-these, once recognized as the representatives of divinity 
·On earth, as the holy instructors of humanity, chosen 
Jby God himself to direct it in the path of salvation, 
·.necessarily exercise absolute power. All men owe 
·them passive and unlimited obedience, for against the 
-divine reason there is no hun1an reason, and against the 
justice of God no terrestrial justice holds. Slaves of 
God, men must also be slaves of Church ·and State~ 
·in so far as the State is consecrated 'l:Jy the Church. This 
·iruth Christianity, better than all other religions that 
.. exist or have existed, understood, not excepting even 
··the old · Oriental religions, which included only distinct 
:and privileged nations, while Christianity a.spires · to 
:embrace entire humanity; and this truth Roman 
1-0a.tholicism, alone among all the Christian sects, has 
·proclaimed and realized wi~h rigorous logic. That is 
tWhy Christianity is the absolute religion, the final 
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religion; why the Apostolic arnd Roman Chui;ch is the"' 
only consistent, legitimate, and divine church. 

. . 
With all due ·respect, then, to the metapbysicians~ 

and religious· idealists, ·philosophers, politicians, or 
poets: The idea of God implies the abdication. of hurnan." 
reason and justice; it is the most decist'.-ve negation of hu-
11ian liberty, and necessarily ends in . the enslavement of' 
1nankin.d, both in. theory and pracUce. 

Unless, then, we desire the enslavement and. 
I 

degradation of mankind, as the Jesuits desire it,. 
as ·the mom.fors, pietists, or Protestant Methodists. 
desire it, we may not, must not make the slightest 
concession either to the God of theology or to the God 
of metaphysics. He who, in this mystical alphabet,.. 
begins. with A will inevitably end with Z; he who" 
desires to worship God must harbor no childish 
allusions about the matter, but bravely renounce his. 
liberty and humanity. 

If God is, man · is a slave; now, man can and. 
must be free; the~, God does not exist. · 

I defy anyone whomsoever to avoid this circle;: 
now, therefore, let all choose. 

Is it necessary to point out to what extent and in. 
what manner rellgions debase and corrupt people ? 
They destroy their reason, the principal instrument of 
human emancipation, and reduce them to imbecility. 
the essential condition of their slavery. They dishonor 
human labor, and make it l\ sign and source of servi­
.tude. They kill the idea and sentiment of human justice,.. 

Digitize by 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



GOD AND THE STATE 27. 

ever tipP.ing the balance to the .side of triumphant ~na­
ves, privileged objects of divine indulgence. They kill 
hum~n pride and dignity, protecting only the cringing­
and humble. They stifle in the heart of nations ever·r 
feeling of human fraternity, filling it with divine· 
cruelty instead. 

· All religions are cruel, all founded on blood; for· . alt 
rest principally on .the idea of sacrifice-that is, on 
the perpetual immolation of humanity to the insatiable­
vengeance of divinity. In this bloody mystery man is­
alway s the victim, and the priest-a man also, but a. 
man privileged by grace-is the divine executioner .. 
That explains why the priests of all religions, the best,. 
the n1ost humane, the gentlest, almost always have at 
the botto1n of their hearts-and, if not in their hearts, . 

• 
in their imaginations, in their minds (and · we know· 
the fearful influence of either on the hearts of men ) 
-son1ething cruel and s_anguinary. 

None know all this batter than our illustrious, 
contemporary idealists. They are learned men, wh0< 
know history by heart; and, as they are at the same 
tin1e living nlen, great souls penetrated with 8:. sincere· 
and profound love for the welfare of humanity, they· 
have cursed and branded all these misdeed~, all these~ 
. crilnes of religion with 'an eloquence unparalleled .. 
'They reject with i:ridignation all solidar~ty with the. 
God of positive religions and with his representa~ives,. 
past; present, and on earth. 

The God whom they · adore, or whom they think· 
they adore, is distinguished from the real gods of _ 
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history precisely in this-that he is not at all a positive­
god,defined in anyway whatever, theologically or even 
meta.physically. He is neither the supreme being of 
Robespierre and J. J. Rousseau, nor the pantheistic 
.,god of Spinoza., nor even the at once immanent, 
transcendental, add very equivocal god of Hegel. 
"Tney take good care not to give hin1 any positive 

. . 

.definition whatever, feeling very strongly that any 
definition would subject him to the dissolving power 

·<>f criticism. They will not say whether he is a perso­
·na.l or impersonal god, whether he created or did not 
.. create the world; they will not even speak of his di vine 
providence. All that might compromise hhn. They 
.content themselves with saying "God" and nothing 
-more. But, then, what is their God? Not even an 
·idea; it is an aspiration. · 
- It is the generic name of all that seems grand, good, 
·beautiful, noble, human .to them. But why, then, 
-do they not say, "Man", Ah ! because King William of 
.Prussia. and Napoleon III. and all their compeers are 
likewise men: which bothers them very .much. Real 

·humanity presents a mixture of all that is most 
~sublime and beautiful with all that is vilest and most 
··monstrous in the world. How do they get over this?· 
·-V(hy, they call one divine and the other bestial, repre­
::Senting divinity and animality as two poles, between 
·which they place humanity. They either '!ill not or 
·cannot understand that these three terms are really 
out one, and that to separate them is to destroy them. 

They are not strong on logic, and one rnight say that 
-they despise it. That is what distinguishes them from 
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th~ panth.eis~ical and deistical metaphysioians, and 
gives their ideas the character of a practical idealism,. 

. drawing its inspiration much less from the seve~e deve-· 
lopment of a · thought than from the experiencesr 
I n1ight almost say ·the eillotions, historical and collec-· 
tive as well as individual, of life. This gives their 
propaganda an appearance of wealth and vital power,. 
but an · appearance only; for life itself becomes-. 
sterile when paralyzed by a logical contradiction. 

This contradiction lies here: they wish God, and 
they wish humanity. They persist in connecting twcr 
terms which, once separated, can come together again. 
only to destory each other. They say in a single· 
breath: aGod and the liberty of man," "God ·and the 
dignity, justice, equality, fraternity, prosperity or 
men"-regardless of the fatal logic by virtue or 
which, if God exists,"all these things are condemned to-­
non.:.existence. For, if God is, he is necessarily the 
eternal, supreme, absolute m~ster, and, if such a.. 
master exists, man is a slave; now, if he is a slave,. 
neither justice, nor equality, nor fraternity, nor~ 

prosperity are possible for him. In vain, flying in. 
the face of good sense and all the teachings of his-" 
tory, do they represent their God as animated by the· 
tenderest love of human liberty: a ma.ster, whoever he 
ma.y be and however liberal he may desire to. show­
himself, remains none the .. less always a master. 
llis existence · necessarily implies the slavery of a.IL 
that is beneath him.. Therefore," if God existed, only­
in one way could he serve human liberty-by ceasing; 
to ·· exist. · 
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A jealous lover of human liberty, and deeming 
· ·.it the absolute condition of all that we admire and 
:respect in humanity, I reverse the phrase of Volt­
·aire, and say that, if God 'really existed, it would be 
-n.ecessary to a'bolish hini. 

The severe logic that dictates these words is far 
too evident to require a development of this argu­
ment. And it seen1s to me impossible that the illustr­
·ious men, whose names so celebrated a:r;id so justly 
-respected I have cited, should not have been struck 
':by it themselves, and should not have perceived the 
-contradiction in which they involve themselves in 
:Speaking of God -and human liberty . at once. To 
have disregarded it, they must have considered 

. -this inconsistency or logical license practically nece­
:Ssary to humanity's wellbeing. 

Perhaps; too, while speaking of liberty as some­
-thing very respeQtable and · very dear in their eyes, 

_ . -they give the term a meaning quite different from 
· -the conception entertained by us, materialists and 

:Revolutionary Socialists. In deed, they never speak of 
it without immediately adding another word, authority 
-a word and a thing which we detest with all our 
:.heart. 

What is authority ? Is it the inevitable powe'r of 
·the natural laws which manife.st themselves in the 

. -necessary ~~ncatenation and succe:ssion of phenomena. 
. ·in ~he physical and ~ocial worl4~ ? Indeed, against 
-these . laws revolt is not only forbidden-it is even 
impossible. We may misunderstand them or not know 
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-ihen1 at all, but we cannot disobey them; be .. _. 
-cause they constitute the basis and fundamental 
.. conditions of our existence; they envelop u~, penetr• 
.ate us, regulate all our movements, thoughts, and acts; 
.even when we believe that we disobey them, we only 

. . 

~show their omnipotence. 

Yes= we are absolutely the slaves of natural laws. 
:But in such slavery there is no humiliation, or, rather, 
-it is not slavery at all. For M-avery supposes an exter­
·nal master, a legislator outside of him whom he 
. .commands, while · these laws are not outside of us; 
they are inherent in us; they constitute our b~iog= our 
·whole being, physically, intellectually, and morally: 
·we live= we breathe, we act, wa think, wa wish only 
·through these laws. Without them we are nothing, 
u·e are n.ot. Whence, then, could we derive the power 
.and the wish to rebel against them ? 

In- his relation to natural laws but one liberty is 
~possible to man-that of recognizing and applying 
them on an everextending . s~ale in confor1nity with 
the object of collective and individual emancipation_ 

·Or humanization which he pursues. These laws, once 
. recognized, exercise an authority which is · never 
.d~sputed by the mass of men. One must, for instance, 
~be at bottom either a fool or a theologian or at least 
.a inetaphysieian, jurist, _or bourgeois economist to 
:rebel against the law by which twice two make four. 
·One must hav:e faith to imagine that fire will not -..burn 
: nor water drown~ except, indeed, recourse be had to 
.some subterfuge founded in its turn on some other 
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-
natural law. But these 'revolts, or, rather, thes0' 
attempts at or foolish fancies of an impossible revolt,.. 
are decidedly the exception; for, jn general, it may be= 

.said that the mass of men, ·· in their daily ·lives,. 
acknowledge the government of commo:q sense-that. 
is, of.the sum of the natural laws generally recogniz­
ed-in an almost absolute fashion. 

The great misfortune is that a large numbar of 
. ·natural laws, already established as such by soince,. 

remain unknown to the masses, thanks to the watch­
fulness of these tutelary governments that exist, as-

. we know, only for the good of the people. There is 
another difficulty-namely, that the major portion of 
the natural laws connected with the development of 
hu~an society, which are quite as necessary,. 
invariable, fatal, as the laws that ·govern the physical 

· -world, have not been duly established arid recognized 
by science itself. · 

Once they shall have been recognized by science,.. 
· and then from science, _by means of an extensive 
system of. popular educa~ion and instruction, shall 

.. have passed into the consciousness of all, the question. 
ef liberty wiil be entirely solved. The most stubborn. 
a~thorities must admit that then there wil_l be no need 

. either of political organization o.r. direction or . legisla­
tion, three things which, whether_ they_ emanate from . 
. the will of the sovereign or fr~m. th_e :vote of a parlia-
ment elected -by ~nivers~l suffra~e, and even should1 

• 

. . they oo~form . ~o t~e . system o~ natural laws-which. 
u has never been th~ oase a~d ney.er will be the . ca~e­
. are always equally fatal and hostil~ to the li~erty of· 
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the masses from the very fact that they impose upon 
them a system of external and therefore despotic laws. 

The liberty of man consists solely in this: that he 
obeys natural laws because he has himself recognized 
them as such, and not because they have been e~ter­

nally imposed upon him by any extrinsic will what.; 
ever, divine or human, collective or individual. 

Suppose a leairned academy, composed of the most 
illustrious representatives of science; suppose this 
academy charged with legislation for and the organiza­
tion of society, and that, inspired only by the purest 
love of truth, it frames none but laws in absolute 
harmony with the latest discoveries of science. · well~ 

I maintain, for my part, that such legislation and such 
organization would be a monstrosity, and that for two 
reasons: first, that human science is always and 
necessarily •imperfect, and that, comparing what it 
has discovered with what remains to be discovered~ 

we may say that it is still in its cradle. So that were 
we to try to force the practical life of men, collective 
as well as individual, into strict and exculsive confor­
mity with the latest data of science, we should condemn 
society as ·well as individuals to suffer martyrdom on · 
a bed of Procrustes, which would soon end by dis­
locating and stifling them, life ever remaining an 
infiliitely greater thing than science. 

The second reason is this: a society which should 
obey legislation emanating from a scientific academy, 
not because it understood itself the . r&.tional character 
of this legiidatioh (in which case the existence of the 
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academy would become useless), but because this legis-· 
lation, emanating from the academy, was imposed in 
the name of a science which it venerated without comp­
rehending-such a society would be a society, not of 
men, but of brutes. It would be a second edition of 
those missions in Paraguay which submitted so long 
to the government of the Jesuits. It would surely and 
rapidly descend to the lowest stage 0,f idiocy. 

' But there is still a third reason which would render 
such a government impossible-namely that a scien­
tific academy invested with a sovereignty, so to speak, 
absolute, even if it were composed of the most illustri­
ous men, would infalliby and , soon end in its own 
moral and intellectual corruption. Even to-day, with 
the few privileges allowed them, such is the history of 
all academies. The greatest scientific genius, from 
the moment that he becomes an academiqian, an offi­
cially licensed savan.t, inevitably lapses into sluggish­
ness. He loses his spontaneity, his revolutionary har­
dihood, and that troublesome and savage energy 
characteristic of the grandest geniuses, ever called to 
destroy old tottering worlds and lay the ·foundations 
of new. He undoubtedly gains in politeness, in utilita­
rian and practical wisdom, what he loses in power of 
thougth. In a word, he becomes corrupted. 

It is the characteristic of privilege and of . every 
privileged position to kill the mind and heart of men. 
The privileged man, whether politically or economi­
cally is a man depraved in mind and heart. That is a 
~ocial law which a~mits of no exception, and is as 
applicable ~o entire nations as to classes, corporations, 
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and individuals. It is the law of equality, the supreme 
-condition of liberty and humanity. The principal object 
<>f this treatise is precisely to demonstrate this truth 
in all the manifestations ... of human life. 

A scie~tific body to which had_ been confided the 
government of society ·would soon end by devoting 
itself no longer to scienc at all, but to quite another 
affair; and that affair, as in the case of all established 
powers, would be its own eternal perpetuation by 
rendering the society confided to its care ever more 
stupid and consequently more in need of its govern­
ment and direction. ' 

But ttat which is true of scientific academies is 
also true of all constituent and legislative assemblies, 
even those chosen by universal" suffrage. In the latter 
ease they may renew their composition, it is true, but 
this does not prevent the formation in a few years' 
time of a body of politicians, privileged in fact though 
not in law, who, devoting themselves exclusively to 
the direction of the public affairs of a country, finally 
from a sort of political aristocracy or oligarchy. 
Witness the United States of America and Switzerland. 

Consequently, no external legislation and no autho­
rity-one, for that matter, being inseparable from 
the other, and both tending to the servitude of society 
and the degradation of the legislators themselves . 

. Does it follow that I reject all authority? Far from 
me such a thought. In the matter of boots, I refer to 
the authority of the bootmaker; concerning houses, 
.canals, or railroads, I consult that of the architect or 
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engineer. For such or such special knowledge I apply­
to such or such a savant. But I allow neither the boot­
maker nor-the architect nor the savant to impose his. 
authority upon .me. I listen to them freely and with all 
the respect merited by their intelligence, their charac­
ter, their knowledge, reserving always my incontest-­
able right of criticism and censure. I do not content. 
myself with consulting. a single authority in any spe­
cial branch; · I consult saveral; I compare their op~-· 

nions, and choose that which seems to me the soundest.­
But I recognize no infallible authority, even in special 
questions; consequently, whatever respect I may have· 
for the honesty and the sincerity of such or such an 
individual, I have no absolute faith in any person .. 
Such a faith ·would be fatal to my reason, to my liberty,. 
and even to the success 'of my undertakings; it·. would 
immediately transform me into a stupid slave. an. 
instrument of the will and interests of others. 

If I bow before the authority of the specialists and 
avow my readiness to follow, to a certain extent and 
as long as may seem to me necessary. their, indications. 
and even their directions, it is because their authority 
is imposed upon me by no one, neither by men nor by 
God. Otherwise I would repel them with horror, and 
bid the devil take their counsels, their directions, and 
th~ir services, certain that they would make me pay r 
by the loss ·of my liberty . and self-respect, for such 
scraps of truth, wrapped in a multitud~ of lies, as they· 
might give me. 

I bow before the authority of special men because 
· it is imposed upon me by my own reason. I am con-
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:scious of my inability to grasp, in all its details and 
positive developments, any very large portion of hu­
man knowledge. The greatest intelligence would not be 
equal to a comprehension of th~ whole. Thence results, 
for science as ·well as for industry, the necessity of the 
.division and association of labor. I receive and I give 
-such is human life. Each directs and is· directed in his 
turn. Therefore there is no fixed and constant authority, 
'but a continual exchange of mutual, temporary, and, 
above all, voluntary authority and subordination, 

This same reason forbids me, then, to recognize a fix~d, 
.constant, and universal authority, because there is no 
universal man, no man capable of grasping in that 
wealth of detail, without which the application of scie­
nce to life is impossible, all the sciences, all the bran­
·Ches of social life. And if such universality could 
·ever be realized in a sjngle man. and if he wished to 
take advantage · thereof to impose his authority 
upon us, it would be necessary to drive this 
nlan out of society, because his authority would 
inevitably reduce all the ~thers to slaverr and 
imbecility. I do not think that society ought to 
maltreat men of genius as it has done hitherto; but 
neither do I think it should indulge them too far, 
.still less accord them any privileges or exclusive 
rights whatsoever; and that ·for three reasons: first, 
becauf)e it would often mistake a charlatan for a man 
·Of genius; second, because, through such a system of 
·Of privileges, it might transform into a charlatan even 
.a real man of genius, de.moralize him, and degrade 
him; and, finally, because it W'Ould establish a master 
.over itself. 
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To sum up. We recognize, then, the absolut~ 
authority of science, because the sole object of science­
is the mental reproduction, as well-considered and 
systematic as p~ssible, of the natural laws inherent 
in the material, intellectual, and moral life of both 
the physical and the social worlds, these two worlds 
constituting, in fact, but one and the same natural 
world. Outside of this only legitimate authority,. 
legitimate because rational and in harmony with hu­
man . liberty, we declare all other ·authorities false,. 
arbitrary and fatal. 

We recognize the absolute authority of science,. 
but we reje.ct the infallibility and universality of the 
savant. In our church-if I n1ay be permitted to use· 
for a moment an expression which I so detest: Church 
an4 State · are my two betes n.oires-in our church, as; 
in the Protestant church, we · have a chief, a:m 
invisible Christ, scienca; and, like ·the Protestants,. 
more logical even than the Protestants, we will suffer 
neither pope, nor council, nor conclaves of infallibl& 
cardinals, nor bishops, nor even priests. Our Christ 
differs from the Protestant and Christian Christ in 
this-that the latter is a personal being, ours imperso•· 
nal; the Christian Christ, already completed in an 
eternal past, presents himself as a perfect being, while 
the completion and perfection of our Christ, sciencer 
are ever in the future: which is equivalent to saying 
that they will never be realized. Therefore, in 

,J recognizing a~solute scien.ce ae the only absolute 
authority, we in no way compromise our liberty. 

I mean by the words "absolute science," the truly 
universal science which would reproduce ideally, t<J 
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its fullest extent and in all its infinite detail, the 
universe, the system or co-ordination of all the natu­
ral laws n1anifested· by the incessant development of 
the world. It is evident that such a science, the 
sublime object of the all efforts of the human mind, 
will never be fully and absolutely realized. Our Christ, 
then, will remain eternally unfinished, which must 
considerably take down the pride of his licansed repre­
sentatives among us. Against that God the Son in 
whose name they assume to impose upon us their 
insolent and pedantic authority, we appeal to God 
the Father, who is the real world. real life, of which 
he (the Son) is only a too imperfect expression, whilst 
we real beings, living, working, struggling, loving~ 
aspiring, enjoying, and suffering, are its immediate 
representatives. 

But, while rejecting the absolute, universal, and 
infallible authority of men of science, we willingly 

ow before the respectable, although relative, .Qµite 
temporary, and. very restricted authority_ of the 
representatives of special sciences, asking nothing 
better than to consult them by turns, and very grateful 
for such precious information as they may extend to us~ 
on .condition of their willingness to receive from us on 
occasions when, and concerning matters about which, 
we are more learned than they. In general, we ask . no­
thing ~etter than to see men endowed with great know­
ledge, great experience, great minds, and, above all, 
great hearts, exercise over us a natural and legitimate 
influence, freely accepted, and never imposed in the 
name of any official authority whatsoever, celestial ot 
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terrestrial. We accept all natural authorities and all 
influences of f!J,ct, but none of right; for every authority 
or every influence of right, officially imposed as such 
becoming directly an oppression and a falsehood, w~uld · 
inevitably impose upon us, as I believe I have sufficie­
ntly shown, slavery and absurdity. 

· In a word, we reject all legislation, all authority, 
and all privileged, licensed, official, and legal influ­
ence, even though arising from universal suffrage, 
convinced that it can turn only to the advantage of a 
dominant minority of exploiters against the interests 
of the immense majority in subjection to them. 

This is the sense in which we are really Anarchists. 

The modern idealists understand authority in quite 
a different way. Although free from the traditional sup-

' erstitions of all the existing positive religions, they 
neverthelss attach to this idea of authority a divine, an 
absolute meaning. This authority is not that of a truth 
miraculously revealed, nor that of a · truth rigorously 
and scientifically demonstrated. They base it to a 
Rlight extent upon quasi-philosophical reasoning; and 
to a large extent on vaguely religious faith, to a large 
extent also on sentiment, ideally, abstractly poetical. 
Th~ir religion is, ~s it were, a last a·ttempt to divinize 
all that constitutes humanity in men. 

This is just the C?PPosite of the work that we are doing. 
In behalf of human liberty, dignity, and prosperity, 
we belive it our duty to recover from ~eaven the goods 
which it has stolen a~d return them to earth. They, on 
the contrary, endeavoring to commit a final religiously 
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beroic larceny. would restore to heaven, that divine ro­
'bber, finally unmasked, the grandest, finest, and noblest 
·Of humanity's possessions. It is now the freethinkers' 
·turn to pillage heaven by their audacious impiety and 
.scientific analysis. 

The idealists undoudtedly believe that human ideas 
.and deeds, in order to exercise greater authority 
.among men, must be invested with a divine sanction. 
How is this sanction manifested ? Not by a miracle, 
.as in the positive religions, but by the very grandeur 
.. or sanctity of the ideas and deeds: whatever is grand, 
·whatever is beautiful, whatever is ·noble, whatever 
is just, is considered divine. In this new religious cult 
every man inspired by these ideas, by these deeds, 
becomes a priest,directly consecrated by God himself. 
And the proof ? He needs none beyond the very 
_grandeur of the ideas which he expresses and the deeds 
which he performs. These are so holy that they can 
have been inspired only by Goci. 

Such, in few words, is their whole philosophy: a phi­
losophy of sentiments, not of real thoughts, a sort of 
metaphysical pietism. This seems harmless, but it is not 
so at all, and the very prec:'..se, very narrow, and very 
barren doctrine hidden under the intangible vagueness 
.of these poetic forms leads to the same disastrous 
results that all the positive religions lead to-namely 
the most complete negation of human liberty and 
diginty. · 

To proclaim as divine all that is grand, just, noble, 
and beautiful in humanity is to tacitly ad1nit that 
humanity of itself would have been unable to produce 
".it-that is, that, abandoned to itself, its own nature is 
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miserable, iniquitous, base, and ugly. Thus we come­
back to the essence of all religion-in other words, tO' 
the disparagement of humanity for tha gr~atar glory 
of divinity. And from the moment that the natural in-· 
ferio~ity of m3.n and his fund:lm ental in cap~city to rise, 
by his own ~ffort, unaided by any divine inspiration,. 
to the comprehension of just and true ideas, are admit­
ted, it becomes necessary to admit also 'all the theologi­
cal, po~itical, and social consequences of the positive 
·religions. From the moment that God, the perfect and 
supreme being, is posited face to face with h:umanity 'T 

divine mediators, the elect, the inspired: of God spring: 
from the earth to enlighten, · direct, and govern in his 
name the ·human race. 

May we not suppose that all men are equally ins­
pired by God? Theil, surely, there is no further use for 
mediators. But this supposition. is impossible, be ca use 
it is too clea.riy contradicted by the facts. It would. 
compel us to attribute to divine inspiration all the abs­
urdities and errors which appear, and all the horrorsr 
follies,base deeds. and cowardly actions which are com­
mitted, in the world. But perhaps, then, only a few men. 
are divinely inspired, the great men of history, the. 
virtuous geniuses, as the illustrious Italian citizen and 
prophet, Giuseppe Mazzini, called them. Immediately 
inspired by God himself and supported upon universal 
consent expressed ·by popular suffrage-Dio e Popolo­
such as "these should be called to the government of 
)lumans societies.* . 

• In Lodan I once heard :M. Louis Blanca express almest the 
same idea. "The best form of government, " said he to me, 

•• would be that 'lhioh would invariably call men of virtuous genius 
to the control of affairs." 
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But here we are again fallen back under the yoke of 
Church and State. It is true that in this new organiza­
tion, indebted for its ·existenc3, like all the old political 
organizations, to the grace of God, but supported this. 
time-at least so far as form is concerned. as a necess­
ary concession to the spirit of modern times, and just 
as in the preambles of the imperial decrees of Napoleon­
III .-on the (pretended) will of the people, the Church 
will no longer call itself Church; it will call itself' 
School. What matters it? On the benches of this school 
will be seated not children only; there will ba found . 
the eternal n1inor, the pupil confessedly forever in­
con1petent to pass his exa1ninations, rise to the know-· 
ledge of his teachers, and dispense with their discipline 
-the people.* The State will no longer call itself Mon-

"' One day I asked Mazzini what measures would be taken for· 
the emancipation of the people, once his triumphant unitary· 
republic had been definitely established. "The first measure," he · 
answered. "will be the foundation of schools for the people." "Anet. 
what will the people be taught in these schools ?" " The duties 
of man-sacrifice and devotion. " But where will · you find a . 
sufficient number of professora to teach these things, which no· 
one has the right or power to teach, unless he preaches by· 
example ? Is not the number of men who find supreme enjoyment~ 
in sacrifice and devotion exceedingly limited? Those who sacrifice 
themselves in the service of a great idea obey a lofty passion, and.,. 
satisfying this personal passion, outside of which life itself loses 
au value in their eyes, they generally think of something els& 

· thaii building their .action into doctrine, ~hile those who teach. 
doctrine usually forget to translate it into action, for the simple 
reason that doctrine kills the life, .the living spontaneity, of ao-­
tion. Men like Mazzini whom doctrine and action form an admi­
rable unity, are 'iery rare ex-captions. In Christianity ~o there· 
have been great men, ' holy men, who have really practised, or­
who, at least, have passionately tried to practice all that they 
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archy; it will call itself Republic: but it will be none 
the less the State--that is, a tutelag·e officially and re­

.gularly, established by a minority of competent men, 
·men of virtuoutt genius or talent, who will watch and 
,guide the conduct of this great, incorrigible and terri­
·.ble child, the people. The professors of the School and 
·the functionaries of the State will call themselves re­
:publicans; but they will be none the less tutors, shep­
.. he~ds, and the people will remain what they have been 
hitherto from all etei;nity, a flock. Beware of shearers, 
for wher~ there is a flock there · necessarily must be 

:shepherds, also to shear and devour it . . 
The people, in this system, will be the perpetual 

:scholar and pupil. In spite of its sovereignty: wholly 
fictitious. it will coritinue to S3rve as the instrument 

·preached, - and whose hearts, overflowing with love, were full of 
·contempt ·for the pleasures and goods of this world. But , the 
immense majority of Catholic and Protestant priests who, by 

--trade, have preached and still preach the doctrines of chastity, 
abstinence, and renunciation belie their teachings by their exa.m­
ple. It -is not without reason, but because of several centuries• 
experience, that among the pepole of all countries these phrases 
have become by-words: As lioanfious as a oriesf; as gluttonous 

_priest, as ambitiou3 as a oriest; as Qrr~edy, selfish, and :iraspingas a 

priP.<Jt. It is, then, established that the professors of the Christian 
virtues, consecrated by the Church, the pl"iests, in the immense 

majoriry o/ccs°F, have practised quite the contrary of what they 
·have preached. This very majority, the universality of this fact, 
·show that the fault is not to be attributed to them as individuals, 
.. but to the social position, impo~sble and contradictory in itself, in 
which these individuals are plaoed.1The position of the Christian 

::Priest ~volves a double contradi~tion. · In the first . place, that 
·between the doctrine of abstinence and renunciation and the posi­
-;tive tendencies and needs of human nature-tendencies and 
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of thoughts, wills, and consequently interests not its 
own. Between this situation and what we call liberty, 

· the only real liberty, there is an abyss. It will be the 
old oppression and old slavery under new forms; and. 
where there is slavery thera is misery, brutishness, . 
real social materialism, among the privileged classes-
as well as among the masses. 

In deifying human things the £dealists alu-ays en.din: 
the triumph of a brutal materialism. And this for a very· 
simple reason: the divine evaporates and rises to its. 
own country, heaven, while the brutal alone remains. 
actually on earth. 

Yes, the necessary consequence of theoretical ideal­
ism is practically the most brutal materialism; not, 
needs which, in some individual cases, always· very rare, may 
indeed be continually held back, suppressed, and even entirely 
annihilated by the constant influence of some potent intellectual 
and moral passion: which at cerata.in moments of collective exalt­
ation, may be forgotton and neglected for some time by a ''lrge 
mass of men at once ; but which are so fundamentally inherent. 
in our nature that sooner or later they always resume their rights:. 
so that, when they are not satisfied in a regular and normal 
way, they are always replaced at last by unwholesome and mons­
trous satisfaction. This is a natural and consequently fatal and 
irresistible law, under· tha disastrous action of which inevitably 
faJl all Christian priests and especially those of the Roman 
Catholic Church. It cannot apply to the professors, that is to the 
priests of the modern Church, unless they are also obiiged to­
preach Christian abstinence and renunciation. 

But there is another contradiction common to the priests of both 
sects. This contradiction grows out of the very title and position. 
of master. A master who commands, oppresses, and exploits is a 
wholly ldgical and quite natural personage. But a master whO. 
sacrifices himself to those who are subordinated to him by his. 
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undoubtedly, among those who sincerely preach it­
the usual result as far as they are concerned being that 
they are constrained to see all their efforts struck with 
sterility-but among those who try to realiza their pre­
·eepts in life, and in all society so far as it allows itself 
to be dominated by idealistic doctrines. 

To demonstrate this general fact, which may appear 
:strange at first, but which explains itself naturally 
-enough upon further reflection, historical proofs are 
not lacking. 

Compare the last two civilizJ.tions of the ancient 
-world-the Greek and the Roman. Which is the most 
materialistic, the most natural, in its point of depar­
ture, and the most humanly ideal in its results? Un-

-----·---
divine or human priviilge is a contiadictory and quite impossible 
being. Th_is is the very constitution of hypocrisy, so well personi­
·.fied by the Pope, who, while calling himself th-, lowest s9rvant of 

ihe servants of God - in token where of, tollo-wing the example of 
-Christ, he even washes once a year the feet of twelve Roman 
beggars -proclaims himself at the same time vicar of God, absol­

·.ute and infallible master of the world. Do I need to recall that 
-the priests of all churches, far from sacrificing themselves to 
-the flocks canfided to their care, have always sacrificed them, 
.exploited them, and kept them, in the condition of a flock, 
,partly to satisfy their own personal passions and partly to serve 
the omnipoten~e of the Church ? Like conditions,· iike causes, 
always produce like effects . It will, then, be the same with the 
professors of the modern School divinely inspired and licensed ·by 

.-*he State. They will necessarily become, some without knowing 
it, others with full knowJedge of the cause, teachers of the doc­
itrine of .popular sacrifice to the power of the State and to the pro­
~t of the privileged classes. · 

' 
Must we, then. eliminate from society all instruction and abolish 

:all Schools? Far from it J Instruction must be spread among the 
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.doubtedly the Greek civilization. Which on the contr­
ary: is the most adstractly ideal in its point of depart­
·ure-sacrificing the . material liberty of the man to the 
ideal liberty of the citizen, represented by the abstrac­
tion of judicial law, and the natural development of 
·human society to the abstraction of the State-and 
which became nevertheless the most brutal in its 
consequences? The Roman civilization, certainly. It is 
true that the Greek civilization: like all the ancient 
'°ivilizations, inc~uding that of Rome, was exclusively 
national and based on slavery. But, in spite of these 
two immense defects, the former none the less concei­
ved and realiz~d the idea of humanity; it ennobled and 
really idea~ized the life of men; it transformed human 
herds into free associations of free men; it created 
through liberty the sciences, the arts, a poetry, an 
immortal philosophy, and the primary concepts of 

masses without stint, transforming all the churches, all those tem­
ples dediceted to the glory of God and to the slavery of men, into 
so many schools of human emancipation. But, in the ·first place, 
let us understand each other; schools, properly speaking, in a nor­
mal society founded on equality and on respect for human liberty, 
·will exist only for children and for adults; and, in order that they 
may become schools of emancipation and not of enslavement, it will 
be necessary to eliminate, first of all, this fiction of God, . the 
eternal and absolute ensalver. The whole .education of children 
and their instruction must be founde.d on the scientific develop­
ment of reason, not on that of faith; on the development of per­
sonal dignity and independence, not on that of piety and 
.obedience; on the worship of truth and justice at any cost, and 
..above all on respect for humanity, which must replace always and 
everywhere the worship of divinity. The principle of authority, 

, in the education of children, constitutes the natural point of 
.departure; it is legitimate, necessary, when applied t6 children 
.of a tender age, whose intelligence has not yet openly developed 
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human respect. With political and social liberty, it. 
created free thought. At the close of the Middle Ages~ 
during the period of the Renaissance, the fact that · 
some Greek emigrants brought a few of those immor-· 
tal books into Italy sufficed to resuscitate life, liberty, . 
thought humanity, buried in the dark dungeon of" 
Catholicism. Human emancipation, that is the name · 
of the Greek civilization. And the name of the Roman 
civilization? Conquest, with"all its brutal consequences •. 
And its last word? The omnipotence of the Caesars •. 
Which means the degradation and enslavement of na­
tions and of men. 

To-day even, what is it that kills, wb.at is it that 
crushes brutally, materially, in all European countries 
liberty and humanity? It is the triumph of the Coosar­
ian or Roman principle. 

itself. But as the development of everything, and consequently 
of education, implies the gradual negation of the point of depar­
ture, this principle must diminish as fast as education and instruc­
tion advance, giving place to increasing liberty. All rational edu­
cation is at bottom nothing but this progressive immolation of · 
authority for the benefit of liberty, the final object of education 
11eoessarily being the formation of free men full of respect and · 
love for the liberty of others. Therefore the first day of the 
pupils' life, if the school takes infants scarcely able as yet to · 
stammer a few words, should be that of the greatest authority and 
an almost entire absence of liberty; but its last day should be that. 
of the greatest liberty and the absolute abolition of every vestige · 
of the animal or divine principle of authority. 

The prineiple of authority, applied to men who have surpassed 
or attained their majority, becomes a monstrosity, a flagrant .. 
denial of humanity, a source of slavery and intellectual and moral 
depravity. Unfortunately, paternal governments have left the-·\ 
masses to wallow in an ignorance so profound that it will b&, 
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Compare now two modern civilizations...:.....the Ita. 
Jian and the German. The first undoubtedly represents, 
in its general character. materialism; the second, on 
the contrary. rep.resents idealism in its most abstract, 

·most pure, and most transcendental form. Let us see 
what are the practical fruits of the one and the other. 

Italy has already rendered immense services to the 
cause of human emancipation. She was the first to 
resuscitate and widely apply the principle of liberty in 
Europe, and to restore to humanity its titles to nobi­
lity: industry, commerce, poetry, the arts, the positive 
sciences, and free thought. Crushed since by three 
centuries of imperial and papal despotism, and dragged 
in the mud by her governing bourgeoisie, she reappe­
ars to-day, it is true, in a very degraded condition in 

necessary to establish schools not only for the .Pe.ople's children, 
but for the people themselves. From these schools will be absO­
lutely eliminated the smallest applications or manifestations of 
the principle of authority. They will be schools no longer; thE!Y 
will be popular academies, in which neither pupqs nor masters 
will be known, ,,-here the people will com.a freely to get, if they 
need it, free ix:istruction, and in which, _ric~ in t.he~r own exper· 
ience, they wi~l teach in their turn many things ,to. the professors 
who shall bring· them knowledge which they lack. This, then, 
will be a mutual instruction, an act of intell e.ctual fraternity bet­
ween the educated youth and the people. 

The real school for the people and for all grown men is life. 
The only grand and omnipotent authority, at once natural and 
rational, the . only one which we may respect, will be that of the 
collective and public spirit of a society founded on equality and 
solidarity and the mutual human respect of all its members. Yes, 
this is an authority which is not at all divine, wholly human, but. 
before which we shall bow willingly, certain that, far from ensla­
ving them, it will emancipate men. It will be a thousand timea 
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odmpariaon-'W'ith what she once was. And yet how 
·muoh ·s~e df'lfers from Germany! In Italy, in spite of 
this:dealine--:-tempotary let us ho-pe-one may live 

. and breathe humanly, surrounded by a people which 
· seems to be born for liberty. Italy, even bourgeois 
. It&ly:, can ·point with pride to men like Mazzini. and 
Garibaldi. In Germany one-breathes the atmosphere of 
an bn:fu:Einse· politicai and social Erle. Very, phiiosophi­
cally 'expliin~d arid acc~pteli by ·a great people with 

· deHoetate resignation and free will. Her heroes-=-I sp~ak 
a.i~a.ys of :Present Germany, not of the Germany df 
'tb:e·fiimre; 6f aristocratic, bureaucratic, pol.itical ancl 
oourge~ise 'Germany, Ifi>t of tlie Germany, of the prole­
tmres~li.er lie'roes are quite 'the op.pcrsite of Mazzini 
and 'n·ati1>a.1ifi: they are wiliiam ·1., that ferocious arta 
mgeiiuol1.s representative of the Protestant Goa, 

'"more .powerftii, ,.be 'sure of it, then all your divine, theologicai 
'·me;t~p~ysit1~1. i>o~~ti~~l, -~nd judicial authorities, established by 
the dliurch. ana· by the State~ 'more powerful than your criminal 
oO<te~. · Y.OOr ij}arl~t&. 'S:ila your · executioners. 

'1.'lie p()if~f(k<'oorleJtiv~ ··~ntillient'or public spirit is even now 
a vefY iM~riW. rli~tle'r. The ' m~h lliost ready -~o coilimit ·criilles 
ritre1y·a~re·if>'c1efy it, to opeJily a_ffront "it. fneJ' wiil seelt to de­
·c;ifve it~ 'buf win •t111Ce' oiire .not 'ti> 1be truae 1'1,ii 'I~ unles~ -tlf ey feel 
. tile itip)orf of "8 minority i~rgij~ or . smaire~. !lo maii however 
powertUl :iie be ii eves liimseif, will. ever 'have 'tli e stre'nith to bear 

• 4; ••• ~.~ .. ,.. ~~ .. 1 •• , .:; ... ;\ \ 

the unanh?OUS oont~mpt of society; no one can live without feel-
.iQhi.ms.~ifs\iitMned bY tiie $ppfoval an~!' esteem'of at leaet some 
'jN)r&ioil ific>oi&t1: A. '~ mW.t'he uried on by an immense and 

• - • .. .. '1 ... - .. . ~ • ... t.• • • •• ... ~ •• ~ • ~ • 

very. ai:iloere oonviotiOn in order to find courage to speak and act 

. ·~l!~~~:::i~h::;~h~h:e=: ::: 
~i~e. aOl~~riQ'-:-1hla la"!" of sooiabi~ity-which:,.)inds all mon 
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Messrs. Bismarck and Moltke, Generals Manteuffel and 
Werder. In all her international relations Gern1any, 
:from the beginning of her existence, has been slowly:, 
:Systematically invading, conquering, ever ready to 
~xtend her own voluntary enslavement into the terri­
tory of her neighbors; and, since her definitive establi­
£hment as a unitary power, she has become a manace, 
.danger to the liberty of entire Europe. To-day a 
Germany is servility brutal and triumphant. 

To show how theoretical idealism incessantly and 
inevitably changes into practical n1aterialism, one 
·nee_ds o~ly to cite the exa'mple of all the Christian 
Churches, ancf~ naturally, first of all, that of "'.the 
.Apos.toli6 and Roman Church. What is there more 
:Sublime, in the ideal sense, more disinterested, more 
separate from all the interests of this earth, than the 
doctrine of Christ preached by that Church? And what 
is thare more brutally materialistic than the constant 
practice of that same Church since the eighth century, 
from which dates her definitive establish1nent as a. 
power? What has been and stifl is· the principS:l 
object of all her conte·sts with the sovel'eigh's of 

it>ga'ther, as each 'of us·can verify daily, both on himself arid oil 
itll ~fte nien whom h·a knb-Ws. 'J31it, if this Social power exists, wi.iy 
itas it ·ndt suftfoea h'rtherto to mor~lize, to humani"Ze men ? Bfmdly 
b~ctthse hltherio .t1iis'V6w·er has nbt been huillanized itse'lf; it has 
llOt lfeeil 1H1imaniiijcf:beoause t'he · social life of w1lidh it is eve·r "tite 
faith1tu1 · eXJ;refHiiOn is basea, as we know, oh the ,,.<n'Ship Of 
.di~i'idty, not on i-~sp~ for b"uriial1ity; cm'alitliotity, not dn lii>i:hiy; 
.On pl'i'rilege, Iit'Jt ' 'on eqtiaflty; on th~ e:Xpltfitation, rldt di1 ilt~t 
brothel'·lfooa _.of man; on :iniqulty add ·falie'hood. not on ju"B~ioe aii6 \ 
-truth. ·consequeml,- 'its real ·action; alway1 in'dontradidtion ot·iJl& 
humanitarian theories which it profelSe"s, has-colistantly el:iroi-
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Europe ? Her temporal goods, her revenues first, and 
then her temporal power, her political privileges. 
We must do her the justice to acknowledge that she­
was the first to discover, in . modern history, this­
incontestable but scarcely Christian truth that wealth 
e.nd power, the economic exploitation and the political 
oppression of the masses, are the two inseparable­
terms ·of the reign of divine ideality on earth: wealth 
consolidating and augmenting power, power ever 
discovering and ~reating new sources of weal th . and 
both assuring, better than the martyrdom and faith of 
'the apostles, better than divine grace, the success of 
·the Christian propagandism • . This is . a , historical 
. . . . 

truth, and the Protestant Churches do not fail to 
recogniz3 .it either . . I speak, of course, of the. 
independent churches of England, America, and. 
Switz9rland, not of the subjected churches of Germany r 
The latter ha.Ve no initiative of their · own; they do­
what their masters, their temporal sovereigns, who­
are at the same time their spiritual chieftains, order 
them to do. lt is wall known that · the Protestant-
. propagandism, especially in England and America, is 

sed a disastrous and depraving influence. It does not repress vices 
_and crimes; it creates them. Its auth~rity is consequently a divine, 
_anti-human authority; its influe~oe is mischievous and baleful .. 
Do you· wish to render its authority and influence beneficent and 
human? Achieve the social revolution. Make of needs really 
solidary, and cause the material and social interests of each to-. . 
conform to the human duties of each. · And to this end there is - . 
~ut _one. means: De.Stroy all the institutions of I~eqality; ~tablisa 
the economic and social equality of all, and oil tliis basis will. 
:arise the liberty, the ni.orality, the solidary huinanny of all. 
. . I shall ·return to this, the most important question of Socialism~ 
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-very intimately connected with the propagandism of 
the material, commercial interests of those two great 
nations; and it is known ~lso that the objects of the 
latter propagandism is not at all the enrichment and 
1naterial prosperity of the countries into which it 
-penetrates in ·company with the ·Word of God, but 
1."ather the exploitation of those countries with a view 
to the enrich1nent and material prosperity of certain 
.classes, which in their own country are very covatous 
and very pious at the same time. 

I~ a word, it is not at all difficult to prove, history 
in hand, that the Church, that all the Churches, 
Christian and non ~ Christian, by the side of their 
:spiritualistic propagandism, and probably to 
.accelerate and consolidate the success thereof, have 
never neglected to organize themselves into great 
.corporations for the economic exploitation of the 
·masses under the protection ~nd with .the direct and 
:special blessing of some divinity or other; that all the 
States, which originally, as we know, : with all their 
-political and judicial institutions and the~r dominant 
:and privileged classes, have been only temporal bran­
.ches of these various Churches, have likewise had 
-principally in view this same exploitation for the 
benefit of lay minorities indirectly sanctioned by the 
Church; finally and in general, that the action of the 
good God and of all the divine idealities on · earth has 
ended at ,last, always and everywhere, in founding 
. the · prosperous materialism of the few . over the 
fanatical and constantly famishing idealis1n of the 
masses. 
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We h~v~ a new proof of-this in what we see to-d.ay .. 
'\VUh the e~caption of the great hearts Hind great. 
IJlinds who;m I · have before referred to as misled,. 
wh.o are to-day the most obstinate defenders of 
Wealism ? In the _first place, all the sovereign 
qpn,rts .. ·In .France, until lately, N~poleon III. and 
ais wife, Madame ~µgenie; all their form.er ministers,.. 
c.ou:r:tiers, and ex.-ip~rshals,. fi;om Rouher and Bazaine­
tQ Fl.eury and Pietri; the men and women of this 
imperial world, who have s9 c~.mpletely idealized and 
saved France; their journalists and their savants-

. . . 

the Cassagnacs, the Girardins, the Duvernois, the: 
·Veuillots, the Leverriers, the Dumas; the black: 
phalanx of Jesuits and Jesuitesses in every garb; the· 
whole upper and middle bourgeoisie of France; the, 
doctrinaire liberals, the liberals without doctrine -
the Guizots, the Thiers, the Jules Favres, the Pelletans,. 
and the Jules Simons, ali obstinate defenders of the, 
bourgeoise exploitation. In Prussia, in Germany,. 
William I., the present royal deinonstrator of the good .. 
God on earth; all his generals,- all his offiicers,. 
Pomeranian·. and other; all his army, which, strong: 
in its religious faith, has just conquered France in 
that ideal way we know so well. In Russia, the Czar 
and his court; the Mouravieffs and the Bergs, all 
the bu the hers and pious proselyters of Poland .. 
E:veryw:here, in short religious or philosophical 
idealism, the one being but the more or less fre~; 

~:r~nslatl<?n of the other, serves to-day as the flag of 
inaterial, bloody, and brutal force, of shameless­
~terial exploitation; while, on the cqntrary, the 
flag of theoretical materialism, the red flag of 
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economic equality and social justice, is . raised- by the 
practical idealism of the oppressed and ~ famishing 

masses, tending to realize the greatest liheny and th~ 

human :right of each in the fraternity of all men on 
the earth. 

Who are the real idealists-the idealists not of 
abstraction, but of life, not of h_eaven, but of earth­
and who are the materialists? 

It is evident that the essential condition of 
theoretical or divine idealism is the sacrifice of logic, 
of human reason, the renunciation of science. We see, 
further, that in defending the doctrines of idealism 
one finds himself enlisted perforce in the ranks of the 
oppressors and exploiters of the masses. These a.re 
two great reasons which, it would seem, should ·be 
sufficient to drive every great mind, ev.ery great 
heart, from idealism. How does it happen that our 
illustrious contemporary idealists, who certainly la.ck 
neither mind, nor heart, nor good will, and who have 
devoted their entire existence to the service of 
humanity-how does it happen that they persist in 
remaining among the representatives of a doctrine 
henceforth condemned and dishonored? 

; ·. .. ' ' 

They must b~ influenced by~ very powerful motive. 
" . . . . -

It cannot be logic or science, since logie ~nd .scien.ce . .. . ~ - . . . 

ba ve pi;onounced their v~r.dict a,~in$t tl:le idealistic 
• ' L '. • • l '....- ' 

dQ,ctrine. No mo.re. can it . be personal ip.t.e~~t~, sin~e 
. . ' . . .. . ., 

tAese men are infinitely above everything o-f tl)At $.O~t. 
.. . . . ·. ..• . . . . . .. . ' .. ~ 

It must, then, be a powerful moral moti~e.. WJ>.iqh ? 
' . · .... · 

There can be but one. ·Th~se . i~l~trio.u~ ~~n i~-~~' 
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no · doubt, that idealistic theories or beliefs are 
essentially necessary to the moral dignity and 
gr.andeur of man; and that materialist.~c theories, on· 
the contrary, reduoe him to the level of the beasts. 

And if the truth were just the opposite I 

Every development, I have said, implies the 
n~gation oi its point of departure. The basis or point 
of departure, according to the materialistic school, 
being material, the negation must be necessarily ideal. 
Starting from the totality of the real world, or from 
what is ·abstractly called matter, it logically arrives 
at the real idealization-that is, at the humanization, 
at the full and ·complete emancipation-of society. 
Per con.tra and for the same reason, the basis and 
point of departure of the idealistic school being ideal, 
it arrive! necessarily at the materialization of society, 
at the organization of a brutal despotism and an 
iniquitous and ignoble exploitation, under the form of 
Church and State. The historical development of man 
according to the materialistic school, is a progressive 
ascension;· in· the idealistic system it can be nothing 
but a . continuous fall. 

Whatever huID:an question we may desire to 
consider, we always find this same essential 
contra.diction between the two schools. Thus, as I have 
already observed, materialism starts from animality 
to establish humanity; idealism starts from divinity 
to establish sla. very_ and condemn the masses to an 
~ndless animality. Materialism denies free will and 
ends in the establishment of liberty; idealism, in the 
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name of human dignity, proclaims free will, and on 
the ruins of every liberty founds authority. 
Materialism rejects the principle · of authority, 
because it rightly considers it as the corollary of 
.animality, and because, on the contrary, the triumph 
<>f humanity, the object and chief significance of history, 
ean be realized only through liberty. In a word, you 
will always find the idealists in the very act of 
practical materialism, while you will see the 
materialists pursuing and realizing the most grandly 
ideal aspirations and thoughts. 

History, _in the system of the idealists, as I have 
-said, can be nothing but a continuous fall. They 
begin by a terrible fall, from which they never recover 
-by the salto mortale from the sublime regions of 
-pure and absolute idea into matter. And into what 
kind of matter I Not into the matter which is eternally 
active and mobile, full of properties and forces, of life 
and intelligence, as we see it in the real world; but 
into abstract matter, impoverished and reduced to 
absolute misery by the regular looting of these 
Prussians of thought, the theologians and metaphysi· 
cians, who have stripped it of everything to give 
everything to their emperor, to their God; into the 
matter which, deprived of all action and movement 
of its own, represents, in opposition to the divine 
idea, nothing but absolute stupidity, impenetrability. 
inertia and immobility. 

The fall is so terrible that -divinity, the divine 
person or idea, is flattened out, loses consciousness 
of itself, and never more recovers it. And in this 
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®sperate. situation it is still fore.ad ~o W<>~k mir.a.cLes [ 
F«;>r from the m.om.ent that matte~ bacomes inert, ever.y.' 
m.ovement tha.t. ta~es place in the world·, even the 
ipos~ m;:1.~ri.al, is a. miracle, oan result. oniy frQlJl a: 
prQvident~l ~l)tervention, from th~ acti,~n of God. 
u.pp,n maijie;i:. .A~d there this pp<;>r :Qivini~y, degra.dE:'d 
~~~If annihila.ted by its fa~~' lies som~ · thou~an~s­
Qf centu~ies in this swoon, then awakens sl<;>wly, in 

• • f •. 

~~in endeav9ring to grasp s<?me vague memory of 
· its~lf, ~µd every move that it makes in this direction . . .. . . -

upon matter becomes a. cre.ation, a n.ew £9rmation, .a 
n~w miracle. In this way it passes through all 
degl:"~es of materiality and bestiality-first, gas, simple­
or ·compound chemical substance, mineral, it then 
spread~ over the earth as vegetabie and animal° 
organiza.t~on till it concentrates itself in man. Here­
ft would seem as if it must become itself again, for 
it li.ghts in every human being an angelic spark, a. 
particle of its own divine being, the immortal sou]. . . 

·How did it manage to lodge a tJ:iing absolutely 
i.~1material in a thing absolutely material; how ca.n 
the body co~ta.in, en:cl.ose, limit, paralyze p~re spirit ?' 
Thi,s, ~ga.in, is one of those questions with faith a.Ion~,. 

' '· I 

~Jiat p~ssion~te an.d stupid a,ffirma.tion of t_he ab.s~.rd •. 
ean. solve. It is the greatest of miracles. Here, ho~-· .··... . . . ' . . .. 
tver, we ha.ve only to esta.blis~ the effect~, the prac-
tical consequences of. this miracle. 
4 • .~ ' . , \ • • • • • 

After thousands of centuries of vain efforts tO' 
come. ha.ck ·to itself, Divinity, .lost and scattered in 
the ·matter which · it animates and sets in motion,. 
finds a. 'point of support, a sort of· focus for self-
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concentration. This focus is ma.n, his immort~l soul 
singularly imprisoned in a mortal body. Bu,t e~.ch 
man considered individually is infinitely too limited, . 
too s·1nall. to enclose the divine immensity; it can . 
<?Ontain only a very small particle, immortal like , 
the whole, but infinitely smaller then the whole. It. 
follows that the divine . being, the absolutely· 
immaterial being, mind, is divisible li~e matter .. 

•· . . 

~nother mystery whose solution must be l~ft to faith. 

If God entire could find lodgment in eaop man,_ 
then each man would be God. We should have an. 
immense quantity of G.Jds, each limited by all the , 
others and yet none the less infinit~-a. oontradic~ion . 

which would imply a mutual destruction of men, an. 
impossibility of th3 existenc3 of mora than one. As. 
for the particles, that is anothar matter; nothing more ·. 
rational, indeel, than that one particles should be, 
limitei by another and be smaller then the whole •. 
Only here another contra.diction confronts us. To b3 
limi~ed, to ba greater and smaller ara at tributes of· 
matter, not of mind. According to the materialists, 
it is true, mind is only the working of ~he wh.olly · 
material organism of man, and the greatne~s or· 
smallne·ss of mind depends absolutely o~ the gr~a.ter.­
or less material perfection of t_h~ h~ma~ QJ,"ganism. 
But these same attributes of ~elQ.tiv.e li:tnita.tion and. 

~ . . . : .. '--· . 

gran4eur cannot be attributed t9 mind as the i~e.a.l~ts~ 

c<;>noeive it, absolu~ely im~terial mind,. mind e:x:is.t­
ing independent of matter. There can be ne~~her· 

greater nor sm~Uer nor any lim.i~ _a.mo~g :rnin4&~for 

there is only one min~-:-God.. ~o a.dd that ~he i.nfini~e7 
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ly small and limited particles which constitute hu­
·ma.n souls are at the same time immortal is to carry 
·the contradiction. to a climax. But this is a question 
·Of faith. Let us pass on. 

Here then ·we have Divinity torn up and lodged, 
-in infinitely small particles, in an immense number 
·Of beings of all sexes, ages, races, and colors. This is 
.a;n excessively inconvenient and unhappy situation, 
~or the. divine particles are so little acquainted with 
:.each other at the outset of their human existence that 
·they begin by devouring ·each other. :Moreover, in 
the midst of this state of barbarism and wholly animal 
~brutality, these divine particles, human souls, retain 
.as it were a. vague remembrance of their primitive 
.divinity, and are irresistibly drawn towards their 
·whole; they seek .each other, they seek their whole. 
It is Divinity itself, scattered and lost in · the 

·natural world, which looks for itself in men, and. it is 
=SO demolished by this multitude of human prisons in 
-which it finds itself strewn, that, in looking. for itself, 
:it commits folly after folly. 

Beginning with fetichism, it -searches for and· 
:adores itself, now in a stone, now in a piece of wood, 
-iiow in a rag. It is quite likely that it would never 
have succeeded in getting out of the rag, if the other 
.divinity which was not allowed to fall into matter 
:and· which· is kept in a state of pure spirit in the . 
~ublime heights of the absolute ideal, or in the 
.iCelestial regions, had not had pity on it. . · 

. . . 

· Here is a new myste.ry-that of ~ivinity dividing 
· :itself into two ha.Ives, both equally infinite, of which 
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one-God the Father-stays in the 1purely immaterial 
regions, and the other-Go i the Son-falls into mat­
ter. ·We shall see directly, between . these two Divini­
ties separated from each other, continua.us ~elations 

established, from above to below and from below to­
above; and these relations, considered as a single 
eternal and constant act, will constitute the Holy 
Ghost. Such, in its veritable · theological and~ 

metaphysical meaning, is the great, the terribl~ 

mystery of the Christi'an Trinity. · 

But let u·s lose no time in abandoning these heights:. 
to see what is going on upon earth. 

God the Fd.ther, seeing from the height of his. 
eternal splendor that the poor God the Son, flattened 
out and astounde:i by his fall, is so plunged and lost 
in matter that even having reached human state he has. 
not yet recovered himself, decides to come to his aia .. 
FrC>m this in1mense numbar of particles at once 
imm~rtal, divine, and infinitely small, in which God. 
the Son has disseminated himself so thoroughly that. 
he does not ·know himself, God the Father chooses 
those mu'st pleasing to him, picks his inspired persons,.­
his prophets, his "men of virtuous genius," the · great 
benefactors and legisJators of humanity: Zoroaster~ 
Buddha, Moses, Confucius, Lycurgus, Solon, Socrates,.. 
the divine Plato, and above all Jesus Christ, the 
complete realization of God the Son, at last collected. 
and concentrated in a· single human person; all the 

. apostles, Saint Peter, Sa.int Paul, and Saint John. 
before all, Constantine the Great, Mahomet,. ·then 
Charlemagne; Gregory VII., Dante, -and. 'according 
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to some, Luther also, Voltai~ and ·Ronsseau, Robes­
pime ~nd Danton, and m&.tiy ·other ·great and holy 

·ni$t6ncsl petsof:ia.ges, all of whose names it is 
'imlJ6ssible to reeapitula.te, but among whom I, as a 

. .Bussian,"beg th~t Sa.int Nicholas may·not be forgotten. 

Then we have reached at la.st t~e manifestation of 
-God upon earth. But imm.ediate1y God_ appears, man 
·is reduced to . nothing. It wiB be said that he is not 
·reduced to nothing, . since he is himself a particle of 
·God. Pardon me ! I admit that a particle of a definite, 
·limited whole, however small it be, is a quantity, a 
·positive greatness. But a particle of the infinitely· 
·great1 coin-pared with it, is necessarily infinitely 
:,~mall. Multit>IY milliards of milliards by milliards, 
.-Of inilliaras·-· ·their product compared to the infinitely 
:great; will be infinitely small, and ~he infinitely sma:l l 
·bfequa:l td zero. God is ·everything; therefo!e man 
.and all the real world with him, the universe, are 
110t~ittg. You will not esc&j>e this conclU:sicm. 

'"God appears, man is reduced to nothing; and the 
_greater Divinity becomes, the more miserable becomes 
humanity. ' 'fh~t .is _the .history of all religions; that is 
. .. • .• ' .k. .. ~ - •.• . • . . ~ .• ' . - . - .. 

-the effect of all the' divine inspirations and legislations. 
~tn . ilistoey tti.e name of.·God. .is the 'terrible c·lub wi"th 

• ·.f • 

-'which .. aii "di vine'lY "inspired. men, the great "virtuous 
.geniuse·s,•·· have. beaten down the Uberty, dignity, 
:reason, and . prosperity "of man. 

We had'iirst.·the fati of Gott. Now we have a fall 
·Wirle1' interisfS. u~ ·mo8---tf!at of man, caused solely 
-~ ~lhe·app~oll of fJod manifested on earth. 
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See in how profound an error our .dear and Hlustri­
<>lis idea.lists find themselves. In .talking 'to 'us of God 
thef purpose, they desire, to elevate us, emancipate ;us, 
·.ennoble us, and, on the contrary, they ·crush a.ttd 
.dEJgrade us. With the name of God they imagine that 
the,- clin establish fraternity .among men, ana, on the 
.contrary, they create pride, contempt; 'they ·sow 
iliscord, hatred, war; they establish slavery. For with 
God come the diiferenldegrees of · divine inspiration; 
humanity is divided into men •highly inspired, less 
inspired, uninspired. AU a·re equally insignificant 
before God, it is true; but, compared with each other~ 
:Some are greater than . others; not only in faet;_whidh 
would be of no consequence, because inequality in 'fact 
is lost in the collectivity when it cannot ·cling ·to sorii~ 
legal fiction or institution-but by the divine :right o~ 
-inspiratidil, which irtlm~diately establishes a fixetl, 
-0onstant, p'trifying inequality. The highly ih:spfreil 
·must be listened to and obeyed·by the les~ inspired, arid 
'the less inspired 'by the uninspired. Thus ·we have the 
-principle ·of ·authority •ell estabUshM, ·and 'wfth it the 
-t·wo fund8mental institutfon:s of slavery : Clittrch anil 
:State. 

tJf all despotisms that of the dodtrinaires or inspired 
·religionists is the worst. The·y:are ~so jetilOtis of the 
.8'lory of their God and dfthe trittmph'drtlieir idEfa. .-thlit 
·they· have ·no 'hea.l't left fbr ·the 1libei1ty or 'thh ttignify 
:.or even the suffe"rin~ of living 'mifft,. ~ fbti ·men. 
DiVine ·'zeal, preCtccttlfiitltjn ·wh 'tlie ·'ii~, flhWHy :tt¥y 
ap the tenderefit;'sbttls, .tne ·t'host cdtripas~tbnlife .:liti~s 

·the ·sottr6es 'Of ·lnmlutt ' 'lt>'V'&. ' Coii~Htfiirit ·ztU · t~htrt 'fs, 
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_all that happens in the world from the point of view­
of eternity: or of the abstr~ct idea., they treat passing 
~matters with disdain; but the whole life of real men,. 
of men of flesh and bone, is composed only of passing 
matters; they themselves are only passin9 beings,. . 
who, once pas~ed, are replaced by others likewise· 
passing, but never to re~urn in person. . Alone perma-­
nent or relatively eternal in men is humanity, which 
steadily developing, grows richer in passing from one· 
g~neration to another. · I say relatively eternalr 
·because, our planet once destroyed-it cannot fail to­
pei;ish sooner or later, since everything .which has. 
begun must necessarily end-our planet once decom-­
posed, to serve undoubtedly as an element of some, 
new formation in the system of the universe, which 
alone is really eternal, who knows what will 
become of our whole human development ? Never-

. -

.theless, the moment of this dissolution being an. 
enor~ous distance in the future, we may properly­
consider humanity, relatively to the short duration of 
~uman life, as . eternal. But this very fact -.of progres-­
sive humanity is real -and living only through its-­
manifestations at definite times, in definite places, in 
really living men. and not through its general idea. 

The general idea is alwa.ys an abstraction and, for 
. that very !eason, in some sort a negation of real life •. 
I have stated in the Appendix that human thought: 
and~ in consequence of this, science can grasp and. 
name only the general significance of real facts, their-

. tel~tions? their laws-in short, that which is perma­
~ent in their continual transformations-but · never 
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their material. individual side, palpitating, so to speak, 
with reality and life, and therefore fuguitive- · =tt.nd 
intangible. Science comprehends the thought of ·the 
reality, not reality itself; the thought of life, not life. 
That is its limit, its only really insuperable limit, 
beca.use it is founded on the very nature of thought, 

·which is the only organ of science. -r; 

,. 

Upon this nature are based the indisputable rights 
and grand mission of sci~nce, but also its vital i~pot­
ence and ev~n its mischievous action. whenever, 
through its official licensed representatives, it arrog- · 
antly claims the right. to govern life. The mission _of 
science is~ by observation of the general relations of . . . . 

passing and real facts, to establish the general la~~-

inherent in the development of the phenomena of the. 
physical and social world; it fixes, so to speak, the. 
unchangeable landmarks of humanity's pr?gr~ssive 
march by indicating the general conditions which it is 
necessary to· rigorously observe a.nd always fatal to 
ignore or forget. · In a word, scfonce is the ·~ompass of ~ 
life; but it i8 not life. Science is unchangeable, 
impersonal, general, abstract, insensible, like the laws: 
of which it is but the idea.I reproduction, refle.cted. or. 
mental-that is cerebral (using this word to 'remind us 
that science itself is but a material .product of a 
material organ, the brain)~ Life is wholly fugitive and· 
tempo~ary, but also wholly ·palpitating with reality 
and individuality, sensibility, sufferings. joys, aspirpt­
-ions, needs, a.nd -passions. It alone spontaneously 
creates real things and beings. Science creates -noth-
ing;· it establishes and recognizes only the creations of 
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66 GOD AND THE STATE 

life. And every time th.at scientific men, emerging 
'from their. abstract. world, mingle with living creation 

· in the real world, a.11 that they . propose or . create is 
poor, ridiculously abstract, ·bloodless and lifeless, 
still-born, lik the homunculus created by Wagner, the 
pedantic disciple of the immortal Docto~ ·Faust. · It 
follows that ~he only mission of science is to enlighten 
life, n~t to govern it. 

The government of science and of men of sci~nce, 
~ven be they positivists, d.isciples of Auguste Comte, 
or, again, disciples of the doctrinaire school of 
German Communism, cannot fail . to be impotent, 
ridiculous, inhuman. cruel, oppressive, exploiting, 
maleficent. We may say of men of science, as. sucli, 
what I have said of theologians and meta.physicians: 
they h~ve ·neither sense nor heart for individual and 
livmg beings. We cannot even blame. them for this, 
for it is the natural consequence of their profession. 
In so far as they are men of science, they ha. ve to deal . . 
.with and oa.n take interest in nothing except general-
itie,s, that do the laws* . • 

• • • • • • • • 
• ~ they are not exclusively men· of scien·ce, 

.. but are also more or less men of life. t 

. N~vertheless, we must not rely too much on this, 
Tltough we may be ~ell riigh certain that a savant 

.. .' •Bilre three pases of BBkunin'a manuaoript are minlDg • 

. · tTke lost part of this sentence ·perhaps said: ·"If ·men of scie­
nce. ill &heir. researches ·and experiments are Dot treating · men 

. aotuWy ae they treat animals, the reaeon i1. th~t" tbey are noi 
escluiTely men of 1oienoe, but ue alao more or le• men of life .. 

l
q, . 
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-would not dare to treat a. man to·day as he treAts a 
rabbit, .it remains always to be feared that the - savants 

- .as a body, if not interfered with. may submit living 
·men to scientific experiments, undoubte:lly · less eruel 
'_but none the less disagreeable to their victim$. If they 
-cannot' perform experiments upon the bodies of · ·inid­
·viduals, they will ask nothing better than to perfotm 
·them on the social body, and that . is what must be 
.absolutely prevented. 

In their existing org.anization, monopollzing scien­
-ce and remaining thus outside of social life, the savan.ts 
from a separate ·oa!$ie,_ in many respects analogous to 
the priesthood. . ~pientific abstraction is their (.tod, 
living and real individuals are their victims, and, they 
are the consecrated and licensed sacrificers. . . 

Science cannot go outside of the sphere of abstrac­
tions. In this respect it is infinitely inferior to art, 
·which, in its turn,is peculiarly concerned also with 
_general types and general situations, but which incar­
.nates them by an artifice of its own in froms which, 
if they are not living in the sense _of real liff.t,· none the 
less excite in our imagination the mempry ~~d · senti-
·ment of life; art in a certain sense indiV'i4uaiizes the 
types and situations which it conceiv~s; by means of 
the individualities without flesh and bone, and eonsequ-
·ently permanent and immortal, which it has· the povler 
to cre'ate, it recalls to our minds the iiving,' real indivi 
edualities which appear and disappear ~nc;Ier our eyes~ 
Art, ·then, is as it were the return of abstraction of. life; 
-science, on the ~ary, is the perpetutil immolation 
·of life fugitive~ '~porary, but real, on the .!a·ltar of 
·i3terrtal abstr~6tions. 
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.•. . ~cie~o~: is as incapable of grasping tl~e individuality-­
of a man as .that of a rabbit, being equally indfffierent. 
t~ both. Not that it is ignorant .of the principle of 
iµdividu~lity:· it conceives it perfectly as a principle,. 
but n<:>t as a f~ct. It knows very .. well that all the ani-· 
mal sp~cies, including the human species, ~ave no real 
existence outside of an indefinite number of individuals, 
born and dying to make room for new individuals equ-· 
a.Uy fugitive. It knows that in rising from the animal 
~p~~ies to the 'sl.1:perior the speci~s :P#~oiple of individ-

. . . . ' ·~.~ ....... ·' 

uality becomes more pronounced; the indviduals appear· 
-~·. . . .~"!\·' .'~. r. ~ . • 

freer and more complete. It knows tl:iat' man, the last and 
most perfeci anim.al of earth, P.res~nt.s t'he mo~t com­
plete and m?~t remarkable individuaiity,bec~use. o.f his. 
power to conceive, concrete: personify, as it were, in his­
social and private existence, the universal law. It 
know-s, finally, when it is not vitiated by theological or 
metaphysfcal, political or judcial ·· doctrin.airsme, or 
even by a ·narrow scientific pride, when it is not deaf 
to the inst~iicts · and 'spontaneous . aspirations of life­
it know ( and' this "'is its last' word' )' that respe'ct for 
man is the sliprame 1aw .. of Humanity, and that the great,.. 
the real obj~ct of history, its only legitiinat~ object," is . 
. the humanization and emancipation, the_ real liberty, the 
pro~·pe-~ity a~~ happb~es~ of e~~h-:in?i:v~~u.al · I~ylng _. iI?- . 
s.o~iety . . Fo.r, if we woul~ no~ ~all ~ack . ~nto the ~ibe~-­
t~cida.l _fiction of .the p~blic . wel~~~e .represented by 
the State, a .~~tion . always fo~~d~d .. pt?- · .. the systematic-. 
sacrifice c:>f the .. P~ople, w~ mll:s~ .~1,a,,1¥· . recognize that 
oolleoti ve . liberty a11d prosperity :ex.i_:. only .. _so far as. 
they represent the sum of individ~aal liberties and 
prosperities. 
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Science knows all these things, but it does not 
~and caiinot go ·beyond them. Abstraction ·being its 
very nature, it can well enough conceive the prin~ 
:ciple of real and living individuality, but it can have . . . ,. 

no dealings with real and living individuls; .it concerns . , . . .. 

itself with inidividuals in general, but.not with.Peter ~r 
.James, not with such or such a one, who, so far as it 
is concerned, do not, cannot, have any e~i~~~nce . . Its 
individuais, i repea~, are only abstra~tion. ' 

•. 

Now, history is made, not by abstract individuals~ 

but by · acting, ·living and~ passing· individuals. 
Abstraction advance only when borne forward by real 
men. For these beings made, nofin idea I only, but in 
reality of flesh and blood, science has no . heart: it 
-considers them at most as metrial for in.tellectual an.d 
. .social development. · What does it care · for. the 

. . . .. 

particular conditions and chance fate of Peter or 
.J' ames ? It ·wou,ld make itself ridiculous," it would 
abdicate, it ·would annihilate itself, if it wished to 
c~ncern itself with . ~hem otherwise than as examples 
in support of its eternal theories. And it- would be . ,... , . 
ridiculous to wish it to do so, for its mission lies not . . . 
-there. It cannot grasp t,he ~oncrete; it can ~ove only 
in abstractions. Its miss~on is to busy itsel£ with tlie 

. .situation and. the. general conditions of the existence 
a.nd . development, either of the human . species in 

. . . 
_general, or of such a race, such a people, such a class 
-0r category of individuals; the gen.eral causes of their 
~prosperity, their decline, and. the best general .. m.e~hods 
.of securing their progress .in all ways. P.roy~ded it 
.accomplishes this task broadly and rationally, it -.will 
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~o· its whole duty, and it would be really unjust de> 
expect more o.f it . . 

Vut it would be equally ridiculous, it would be~ 

~jM.strous to entrust it with · a. mission which it is­
bW~pable of fulfilling. Since its own nature forces it: 

. ' 
~Q ignore the existence of Peter · and James, it must . 
never be permitted, nor must any body be permitted in" 
its name, to govern Peter and James. For it wer& 
oapable.Af treating them a.lomst as it treats rabbits .. 
Of .;ra.t1-, it would continue to ignore them; but its•. 
licensed representatives, men not at all · abstract, but - ' 
9'1 the pontrary in vary active life and having very· 
~u~ta.ntial interests, yield~ng to _ the pernicious. 
"i1'ofluence which privilege i~evita.bly exercises upon 
men, . would finally fleece other men in the name of" 
soi8rree, just as they ha. ve beeri fleeced hitherto by . . . .. 

. priests, politicians of all shades.,_ ~nd ,l.awyers, in the'! 
· IJ,_.me of God, of the State, of judic_ial Right. 

What I preach then is, to a ·· certain extent, the-­
revolt . of life again.st science, or rather against the· 
government of science, not · to destroy science-that· 
would ·be: high treason· to humanity-but to remand it·· 
to its place so that it can never· leave it· _again. Until 
now all human history has been only a perpetual and:J 
bloody immolation of millions of poor human being~ 
in honor of some pitiless abstraction~God, country r 
power of State, national honor, historca.l rights, judicial 

· righ-ts~ · political liberty, public -welfare .. Such has; 
·been upto-day_tbe na.tu.ral, spontaneous, an~ inevitabl& 
movement of bJiman sQcieties. . We.. oa.nno.t~ und~ it;.. 
Ye ·must submit to it so far as tlie pa.st is concerned.,_ 
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as we submit to all natural fatalities. We must believe 
that that way the only possible was to educate. tlm 
human race. For we .must not deceive ourselves; 
even in attributing the larger part to· the Machiavellian 
wiles of the governing classes, we have · t~ recognize 
that no minority would have been powerfui enough to 
impose all these horrible sacrifices upon t~e m·asses if 
there had not been in the masses themselves a dizzy 
spontaneous movement which pushed them on to 
continual selfsacrifice, now to one, now to another 
of these devouring abstractions, the vampires of 
history, ever nourished upon human blood. 

We readily understand that this is very gratifying 
to the theologians, politicians, and jurists. Prie-8ts of ... 
these. abstractions, ·they live . only by the continual 
immolation of the people. Nor is it more surprising 
that me~aphysics, too. should give its consent. Its 
only mhssion is to justify and rationalize as far as 
possible the iniquitous and absurd. But that ·positive 
science itself should have shown the same tendencies 
· is a fa.et which we must deplore while we establish it. 
That it has do~e so is due to two· reasons; in the first 
place, because, constituted outside of life, it is 
·represented hr a privileged ·body; and in the sec~nd 
·place, because thus for it has posited itself as . an 
a.solute and final object of all human developm.ent. 
By a judicious criticism, which it can and finally will 
be forced to pass . upon itself, it would understand, . on 
t~e contrary; that it is only a means for the realilzation 
of a much higher obje~t~that · of the complete 
humanization of the real ·situation of all the real 

Digitized by 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



72 GOD AND THE STATE 

individuals who a.r~:born,· who live, and who die, on 
earth; 

. . . 

The immense advantage of positive science over 
:theology, meta.physics, politics, and judicial right 
: consists in this-that; . in place of the false attd fatal 
. abstractions set · up by these doctrines, it posits true 
:abstractions which express the . general nature and 
logic of things, their general relations, and . the 

' . . 
general laws of their development. This separates 
it profoundly from all preceding doctrines, and will 
·assure it for ever a great position in society : it will 
constit1~te in a certain sense . society's collective 
. conscio~sness. But there .is one aspect in which it 
·. resembles all these doctrines; its only possible object . . 

being abstractions, .it is forced by its very nature to 
igno.re real men, outside of whom the truest abstrac­
tions have no. existence. To remedy this radi~al defect 

. posi~ive science will have to proceed by a different 

.. method from that followed by the doctrines of the 
past. The ratter have ta.ken adv anta.ge of the ignor­
ance of the masses to sacrifice them with deJight to 

·their abstractions, which, by the way, are ai ways 
very lucrative to those who represent them in flesh . . 

:and bone. Positive·science, recognizing its absoh~te 
inability to conceive real individuals and interest 
itself in their lot, must definitely and absolutely 

. I 

renounc·e all claim to the government of societies; ~or 
.if it should meddl~ therein, it would only sacrifice 
co.ntinually the living ~en whom it ignores to the 
abstractions which constitut4;) the sole object of its 
legitimate preoccupations. 
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The true science of history, for instance, .. d~es .. not 
-yet exist; scarcely do we begin to-day to catch .a 
.glimpse of its extremely complicated condit~ons. But 
suppose it were definitely developed, what could it 
_give us ? It would exhibit a faithful and rational 

· picture of the natural development of the general 
·Conditions-material and ideal, economical, political 
.and social, religious, philosophical, msthetic, and 
.scientific-of the societies which have a history. But 
·this universal pictur·e of human civilization, -however 
-detailed it might be~ would never show anything 
beyond general and consequently abstract estimates. 
'The milliards of individuals who have furnished · the 
Jiving and suff erin.g niateriq.ls of this history at once 
-triumphant and dismal-triumphant by its general 
·resu.lts, dismal by the immense hecatomb of human 
-victims "crushed under its car" -those milliards of 
·Obscure individuals without whom none of the great 
.abstract results of history would have been obtained'­
and who, bear in mind, have never benefited by any of . ' . 
these results-will find no place, not even the slightest, 
in our annals. They have lived and been sacrificed 
-crushed for the good of abstract humanity; ·that is all. 

' S~all we blame the scienc.e of history ? That would . 
:be unjust and ridiculous. Individuals cannot b0 
gra3ped by thought, by reflection, . or even by human 
:speech, which is capable of expressing abstractions 
only; they . cannot be grasped in th~ present . day any 
more than in the past.' Therefore social science its~·lf, 
the scienoe of the future, will necess~riiy continue to 
ignore them. All that we have a right to demand of it 
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is that it shall point us with faithful and sure hand t~ 
the general causes of in.dividual 81~tl'eri11g-an1ong these-, 
causes it will not forget the immolation and subordi-­
nation (still too ·frequent, alas I) of living individuals· 
to abstract generalities-at the same time sho~ing us­
tl~e gen.eral con.dition:s n.ecessary to the real emancipation· 
of the in.dividuals livin.g in. society. That is its mission;. 
those are its limits, beyond which the action of social 
science can be only impotent and fatal. Beyond those­
limits being the doctrin.aire and governmental preten­
tions of i·ts licensed representatives, its priests. It is 
time to have done with all popes and priests; we want 
them ng longer, even if they call themselves Social 
Democrats. 

. Once more, the sole mission of scien~e is to light 
the road. -Only Life, delivered from all its govern­

. mental and doctrinaire barriers, and given full liberty 
ot action, can create. 

How solve this antinomy ? 

On the one hand, science is indispensable to th& 
· rational organization of society; on the· other, being 
incapable of interesting itself in that which is real and. 

. # 

liVing, it must not interfere with the real or practical. 
organization ·of society. 

This contradiction can be solved only in one way :: .. 
·· by the liquidation of sc\ence as a moral being existing­
. outside the life of all, and represented by a body or 
breveted savan.ts; it must spread among the masses ... 
Science, being called upon to . henceforth represent; 

.:society's collective consciousness; in~st really become: 
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the property of everybody.· Thereby, without losing 
anything of its universal character, of which it ea.n 
never divest itself without ceasing to be science, and 
while continuing to concern itself exclusively with 
general causes, the conditions and fixed relations of" 
individuals and things, it will become one in fa.ct with 
the immediate and real life of all individuals. That .. 
will be a movement analogous to that which said to-· 
the Protestants at the beginning of the Reformation . 
that there was no further need of priests for man, wh0r· 
would henceforth be his own priest, every man, thanks. 
to the invisible intervention of the Lord Jesus Christ­
a.lone, having at last succeeded in swallowing his good. 
God. But here the question is not of Jesus Christ, nor 
good God, nor of political liberty, nor of judicial righ~ 
-things a.11 theologically or metaphysically revealed,.. 
and all alike indigestible. The world of soientifio:­
abstra.ctions is not revealed; it is inherent in the real 
world , of which it is only the general or abstract.­
expression and representation. As long as it forms q, · 

separate region, specially represented by . the savanta-­
as a body, this ideal world threatens to take the pl~c& 
of a good God to the real world, reserving fo1i its. 
licensed representatives th~ o~~e of priests. That. ie­
the reason why it is necessary t~ dissolve the sp~cial 

social organization of the savan.ts by ge~eral instruc-­
tion, equal for all in all thjngs, in order that th&· 
masses, ceasing to be flo~ks led and shorn by privileged 
priests, may take into their own hands the direction of 
their destinies. * 

•Science, in becoming the .Pa•rimony of everybody, will wed 
itself in a certain sense . to the immediate ·and real life of eaoh.4 
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. But until the masses shall have reached the degree 
of instruction, will it be necessa~y t'o leave them to 
-the government -of scientific men ? Certainly rio1;. 
·it would be better for them to dispense with science 
than · allow themselves to be governed by' savanls. 

"Th.e ·first consequence of the government of these men 
·-would be to render science inaccesssible· to the people, 
.. and such a government would necessarily ·be aristocr:. 
..a.tic, because the existing ·scientifi'c institutions are 
..essentially aristocratic. An aristocracy ·of 'learning i 
fr~m· the practical point of view the most implacable, 
~nd from the social point o.f view the · inost haughty 
.and insulting-such would be the power established 
·in the name of science. ·This regime would be ca.pa~ . . . 
-~ble ·of paralyzing the life· and movement of · society. 
"The savan.ts always presumptuous, ever self-suffiQ,ient 
and ever impotent, would desire to meddle with every­

-thing, and the sources of life would dry up under the 
~breath of their abstractions. · ·. 

Once more, Life, not science, creates life; the . . 
-:Spontaneous action of the people themselves alone can 
create liberty. Undoubtedly it .would be a very fortu~ 
nate thing if science could, from · this day forth, 
lt will gain in utility and graoe what !t loses in pride, ambition, 
and doctrinaire pedantry. This, however, will not prevent men of .. 
MeJiius, better organize for scientfic speculation than the majority 
of their· felJows, from devoting themselves . exclusively to the 

. :Cultivation of the ·sciences, . and rendering great services · to 
::humanity. Only~ they will be ambitious for no other social 
·1n11uenoe than the· natural influence exercised upon its 
•urroundinp by every superior intelligenoei and for _,no other · 
reward than the -high delight which a noble mind always finds jn 

-the"1atl1faotion of a noble paaai6n. ·· . . . 
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illuminate the spo~taneous mar~h ~f the pe~pl~ 

towards their emancipation. But better an absence .. . . -· . . . 
of .light than a false and fe.e.ble light, kindled only .to· 
mislead those who follow it. After all, the people will 
not lack light. Not i~ vain have they traversed a )ong· 
historic career, and paid for their errors by centuries.or­
misery. The practical summary of their painful 
.experiences constitut~s a sort of traditional science, .. 
which in certain respects is worth as much as theore­
tical science. L~st of all, a portion of the youth­
those of the burgeois students who feel hatred enough 
for the falsehood, hypocrisy, injustice, and cowardice 
of the bou.rgeoisie to find courag~ . to turn their ba,.cks. 
upon.ih a.~d pa~sion enough to unreservedly embrace 
the just and human cause of the proletariat-t~ose 
will be, as i have atr~ady said, fraternal instructors or· 
the people; thanks to them, there will be no occasion 
for. the gover~in~nt ·of the savants. 

If the people should beware of the government or 
the savan.ts, all .the. more should ·they provide . against. 
that of the inspired idealists. The more sincere .these. 
believers and poets of heaven, the more dangerous. 
they become. ~he scientific abstraction, I have said, . 
is a rational abstraction, true in its essen~e, necessary 
to life, of which it is the theoretical representation, or,. 
if one prefers, t.he consci~nce. It may, it must be, . 
absorbed and ~fig~sted by life. . The ideaHstic abst.rac--

• '. • • r • • • • \ ; ' 

tion, God, is a .. cori:osive poiso~, which destroys and. 
d~c~mpose~ life·,·.f~lsifles. and k:ills it. : .. The prid~ ~f the· 
idea.iists~ 'n9t b

0

elng perso~al but ·divine, .. is : 'invincible· 
a~d .. inex~r.abi~(it hia.y, .it must, di~. but it wni · neve~ 
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-yield, and wh.ile it has a breath left it will try to . ' . ' 

:Subject men to its God, just as the lieutenants of 
' , I, • 

.Prussia, these practical idealists of Germany, would 
like. to see the people crushed under the spurred boot of 

--their emperor. The faith is the same, the end but 
.little different, and the result, as that of faith is slavery. 

It .is at the same time the triumph of the ugliest 
..and most brutal materialism. There is no need to 
-demonstrate. this in the case of Germany; one would 
~·have to. be blind to avoid seeing it at the present.hour . 
. But I think it is still necessary to demonstrate · it . in 
·the case of divine idealism. 

· · .Man, like all the rest of nature, is an entirely .. . 
·material being. The mind, the facility of thinking, of 
·. receiving and reflecting upon different external and 
·internal sensations, of remembering them when they 
have passed and reproducing them by the imagination, 
of comparing and distinguishing them, of abstracting 

~determinations common to them and thus creating 
'.general concepts, and finally · of forming ideas by 
·grouping and combining concepis . according to 
-different methods-intelligence, in a word, sole creator 
-:'lf our whole ideal · world, is a pr~perty of the animal 
·body and especi~lly of the quite material organism of 
.the-brain . 

. · · We know this certainly, by the . experi~nce of all, . 
-~ich no fact has ever contradicted and which any 
.:man can vei-~fy at any moment of his lift. · In all 
•nirD.ale, Wit:\lout 'excepting the whoU1· inferior species, 

·· ~~)ill(( a ~rtain de~ee of intell~ •. :,. and · w:e see 
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that, in the ·series of species, animal intelligence 
. .develops in proportion as the organization of a species 
approches that of man, but that in man alone it 

.attains to that power of abstraction which properly 
-.constitutes thought. 

Universal experience,* which is the sole or1g1n, 
tl\e source of all our knowl~dge, shows us, therefore, 
that all intelligence is always attached to some animal 
body, and that the intensity, the power, of this animals 
Junction d~pends upon the . relative . p~rfection of the 
.organism. The latter of these results of ·Universal 
.experience is not applicable only to the different 
.aniinal. species; we establish it lik~wise. in men, 
-who.se"~int~ll~ctual and moral power depends . so 
...clearly upon the greater or · 1ess\ pefection of their 
-0rganism as a race~ as a nation, as el ass, and. as 
-in4ividuals, that it is not ~ecessary to ·insist upon 
this point. t 

•Universal expetience, on which all S!lience restlf, must -be 
. .olearly distinguished from universal faith, on which the. idealists 
·wish to supp~rt· their beliefs: the first is a re&l authentication of 
faotsi the second is only a supposition of faota whi.oh nobody · has 

. ·seen, and which consequently are at variance with the 
.experience of everybody. 

tThe idealists, all those who believe in the immateriality and 
'immortality of the human soul, mUBt be exoessiv.ely embarraned 
by the difference in intelligence existing between race:s, peoplf)s, 
and individuals. . Unleas we suppose that .. ~e various. divine 
paniole1 have been irregularly distributed, J:iow is·~his difference 
·to be explained? Unfortunately th~re .is · a considerable number 

• I • ' o • • • • 

·iC:>f men wholly stupid, foolish even to i'1oo,-. Could tbey_ . h~ve 
~ceived in the distribution a pl\rtiole at onoe dmae and stupid 1' 
-To escape this embarr&98ment the idea.U.ate, , man · neoeaari)y 
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On the other hand, it is certain that no man has~ 
ever seen or can see pure mind, detached from all 
material form, existing separately from any animal 
bo4y whatsoever. But if no person·has seen it, how· 
is it that men have come to believe in its existence?·· 
The fa.ct,ot this belief is certain, and i( not universal, 
as all tl):eJdealists pretend, at· least very general, and . . 
as such it, i~ entirely worthy of our closest attention,. 

, .. "" . . . . . . . 

fo-,; a . ge~.eral belief, however foolish -it may. be, 
e·xercis~~ .. too p~tent a sway: over the. destiny of men to· 
warrant us in ignoring it or putting it aside . . ' . 

The. explanation of this belief, moreover, . is;. 
' . . . . 

rational enough. The example afforded us by children. 
an_d yq~ng people, ~d even by many me·n long · past . 
the age_ of majority, shows us that man may .. use his ­
~ental~J~~µlties for .a long time before apcounting ·to· 
himself for the way in which he uses them, before· 

. becoming clearly conscious of it. During ·. this 
~orking . of the mind unconscious o~ itself, .during. 

suppose th.at all human souls are equal, but that the prisons i~ -.· ,. ,. ~ . . 
whioh· they find themselves necessarily confined, human bodies, . . . 
are unequal, some more capable than others of serving as an · 
organ for the pure intellectuality of soul. According to this,.. 
noh a one might have very fine organs at his disposition, ·. such 
another very gross organs. "But these are distinctions which . 
idealism h~s ·not the power to use without falling into i incoJ¥1is­
tenoy an( the. grossest materialism; for in the presence of.­
ablol~te ., i~m&teriality of soul all bodily differences disappear •. 
all thli.t is oor{Joreal, material, neoessarilly appearing. indifferent,. 

· equ~y . and absofo.tely gross. The abyss which ·separates soul'. 
fr~m c·body;.· ~bsolute ~mmateriality from absolute materiality .. 
la fnfinite~· Conseq'Uent!y all differences, by the way inexplioabl& 
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this action of innocent or betltYing iitt~lligence, ma.:O:, ~ 
obsessed by the externa~ . 1f"orld, pushed on by that .int­
:Orne.l t.oad cail~d life and ita manifold necessities, c~~ 

. at~s a quantity of imagin•tions, concepts, and ideas 
, necess~UJ -very imperfect a.t first and .conforming .. but 
slightly to the reality of the things and facts which 
they endeavor to expreu: Not having yet the consoi­
ousnes~ of his own intelligent action, not knowing yet 
that he himself has produced and continues to produce 

' . . 
these im~ginations, these concept~, these idea.s,_ ign~ 
ring theil" wholly BU~jective-that ·is, · human-:;-0rigin, 
he must naturally consider them as objective beings, 
as real ·bei~gs, wholly independent of him. existing by 

·themselves ~nd· in themselves. 

It ~as thus tha{primitive peoples, emerging slowly 
from their animal innocence, created thsir ·gods. Rav:- · 
ing created them, not suspecting that they themselves 
were the real cre~tors, they worsµipped them ; con'si~ 
dering them as real beings infinitely superior to them­
selves, they· attributed omnipotence to tham, and recog~ 

. . 

and. logicaly impossible, which may exist on the other sict0 of th.a 
abyss, in ·matter, should -be to the soul null and void," and neitheie 
can nor should exercise anY'. influence over it. ·. In a word, the 
ab11olutely_ . immaterial . can:qot ·be constrained, impriison~d, ; 21~d 
much less expresse.d in ~ny. degree whatsoever by the absolutely 
material. Of all the gross and materialistic (using the .. wt>rd in 
sense attached t~ it. by the idealist&) 1maginations which : were 
~ngende:r~d . by .tbe. primitive:· igno1ance .. and st1'.Pidi~y :. of .me.n, 
~hat of a~ i":lm~~erial _. so~~ . i1;11pris.o~ed i~· a ~a~er.i~~ .. ~ \& 
certainly the · gr01Sest, the most stupid, and. nothing better 
proves ' the omnipOfie·noe exercised ·.by ancient pre3udfoes · even 
over .th~ best min~ 'than :.the· d.epl~rable : sight of. nmn endowed 
:~ith l~fty inteU~gen~e- ••ill ta~ing ~it in· ou.r days.· , ... ; · .. ~..;-~.:· , . 
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nized themselves.as t~eir creatures, th~ir slav:es. As fast 
as human ideas develop, the gods, who~ as I have al­
re~dy . stated~ were never anything more than a 
fai:itastic,. ideal, · poetical reverber~tion or an inverted 
image,· become -idealized also. At first gross fetiches, 
they gradually ·l;>ecome pure spirits, existing outside 
of . the visible world, and at last, in the course of a 
long historic evolution, are confounded in a single 
Div~~e Being, pur~, eternal, absolute Spirit, creator 
and master· of the worlds. 

In every development, ·just or false, . real or imagi­
nary, collective or indlvidual, it is. always the first 
step, the first act that is the most difficult. That step 
one~ take~, the rest follows naturally as a n_ecessary 
consequence. T~e · difficult step in the historical deve­
lopmen~ of this terrible religious insanity ~hich con­
tinue& to obsess ~nd crush us was to posit a divine 
world as such, outside the world. This first act of mad­
ness, so natural from the physiological p.o.in~ of view 

-· and CODSequeDtJ.J-iW:aBMry.Ja"'ihe biatoey of humanity, 
·_ was not acoomplislted ,st . a single stroke. I know not 
how many eenturi98 wfte ·needed to dev~lop this belief 
·and mak~ i~ a governing influe~ce U.pc>~ the .me_tal «nis­
toms of men~ But. once established, -it.ieo.~~e omnipo­
teni, as each insane netion necessarily becomes when 
it takes · possession of ·man's brain. Take a madman, 

. 'whate!er ~p.e· object o~ his ~adness~rou ~ill find that 
ob8cure·a .. ~ - fixed ide'a which obsesses hini seems to 

·. him the ·n;at naturai thing in the world, ·and that, on the 
conkaq. the. real •hitigs _.which· contradict thi~ idea. 

\ . . 

eeem to him ridiculous and odious foilies.Well,rreligion 
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1s a collective insanity. the more powerful because it 
··is traditional folly, and becau~e- it.s origin js lqst _in the 

• - .. . ' .... , ; I ' 

-most remote antiquity. As collective insanity· it has 
. . . . . 

·penetrated to the very depths . of the public and priy;~te 
-.existence of the peoples; it i~ inca~natein society; . it 
has become, so to speak, the collective soul and tlio­
. ught. Every man is enveloped in it from · ~is, birth; ,. he 
.sucks it in with his mother's milk, absorbs it with all 
that he touches, all _that he sees. He is so exclusively 
fed upon it, ·so -poisoned and penetrated by it in all his 
·being, that later, however powerful his natural mind, 
he has to make unheard-of efforts to deliver himself 
f:rom i.t, and even then never completely sucfoeeds. We 
have one proo~'9.f _th;.i.s in our modern idealists, and an­
other in ou·r dqet:rinaire materialists-the German 

·Communiats. They have found no way to shake off the 
religlcin ~f the State. .. . 

. . 
The supernatu~al world, the di vine world. once well . 

·established in the imagination of the peoples, the deve­
lopn1ent of the various religious systerns has followed 
its natural and logical course, conforming, moreover, 

. in •ll things io the contemporary development of eco-
. -nomical and political- relations of which it has 
be~n in all u.ses, in the world of religious fancy, the 

· f~ithful reprQduction and . divi)le consecration. Thus 
.·has the oolleoti.ve and historical insanity which calls 
itself religion been de.velopeci since fetiebism, passing 
through all the stages from polytheism · to Christian 

· monotheism. · · ' .. 
The .seOO~stw ill the a~:..elopment of religious 

· .. baliefs, undo . . e,~J,t the most difficult ne:st to the esta· 
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· · ·blishment of a saparate dj~ine world, was prec~1y 
· this-.trt1insl\ion·from p~ythai.Sm .to monotheism, ·from 

... , ! • . ' • . • 

. th~ rel~gi9µf .lll~~litmt ~~he pagans to the spirit-
u.alist~ .fai~h :of the : Christians~ Tiie .. pagan . gods-it.nd 

~ 4 • • I f • ~ • • • • . 0 • .••I 

tJljs w~s t~ir prineipal cha.raoterilftic~when. first ~f · 
.... '!• ,•..: •. . • . '· ,. • 

all ··xclusively national gods. Very numerous, . they 
• • t \. ; ' . . . . • . . • 

necess~rily. retained a more or le~s ma.~~rial character,.. 
~ • ..., • t 

or, ra.t}Jer, they were so numerous be'ca.u~ th~y we.re 
. ' . . . - . ' 
ma~ri&l, diversity being one -of the p·rincip&l .attril>u· 

~ . . . ·' · 
tes of the rf3al world. The pagan gods: ·were .not · yet 
st~ictiy the. negation of real 'things;' . ta9,were oniy ~. 

• • '- ,. • • ... r • , .. • 

fantastic exaggeration of them. ·· · · . -•· . . . . .· 

· We have - ~een how much this transition cost the· 
JeWish ·. people, constituting, so to speak; . its ·entire­
history. Tn vain· did :Moses and the ·)~tg : preach 
the one godf' ·the .people always .relfU)sed into: their pri­
mitive idolatry, into the ancient . and comparatively 

. much more natural and convenien.t faith in m.any good. 
gods, more material, more human, and. more palpable .. 
Jehovah himself, their sole God, the God of Moses 
and the prophets, was still an extremely national God, 
who, to reward and punish his· faithful followers;. his-

:. o~os~n ·people, used material arguments, often· stupid~. 
··always gross and cruel. It does not · even . appea:r:·:tbat 
. faith in ·his·existence implied ·a negation of. the existe• 
nee of.earlier .gods. The Jewish God. did not .deny:. the 
existence of these r'iv.als; . he simply . did ·not want . his 

... JMlOple to .worship them side ·by. s~de with him9.beca:ii~e 
be:(Q;re ·all J~.h,Qy~h was. a v.ery, jeal.ous Goct · · His :firsi 

. I . . . . ... 

commandment wa.s this:. · .: ·.. . ... .~. 
' ' ·. ·. • I : • ,; • . , _.. .J ~ • l • . . . 

.. . : ."I llIIl the Lord thy God1 and thou .Sliart-ha;\•e: n() . 
o~her god~ ·befor~ -ine." · 

~ - • • , .. •· • t 
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Jehovah, then, wa.s o.nly·a . first draft, -YefY· material 
artd very rough, of the supreme deity of modern idea· 
lism. ·Moreover, he was only a. n~tional Go~; . like the 
Bussia.n God worshipped by the German generals, sub­
jects· of the Czar and · patriots of the empire of.all the 
.Russias; like the German God, whom the pietists and 
the German' genera.ls, subjects of William I. at Berli~, 

. -will no doubt soon proclaim. The supreme being . can · 
not be a. national God; he must. be the God of '.entire 
.Humanity·. Nor ca.n be supreme being be a ·material 
·being; ·he must be the negation of all matter_:_pure 
,;gpirit. ·Two things have proved ' necessary . to the ··· 
realize.ton of the worship of the supreme being: (I) a 
.realization, such as it is, of Humanity· by the negation 
.of nationaHties a.nd national ~orms ~f worship; . (2) a 
developnieµt, . ~lrea.dy fa.r advanced, of metaphysical 
-ide~s in o~~:,.f;)t6 spi~~lize· the gross Jehovah of the 
.Jews. ... . ' ~ ! -· .·~ " /' ' 

: ~he fir~t condi~ion was fulfilled . by the·. Romans, 
though .. ~n· ~ v~ry negative WAY no doubt •.. by the conqu­
est of m~st of the countries known to the ancients' and 
b; the ·destl'llction of the.ir national instit.u~tion$. T)l& 
god~ of all the conquered nations, . .gttrthered,.ip. tlle . 
. Pantheon, mutually cancelled each other. This was the 
.first draft of ·huma~ity, ve"ri gross and quite negati•e. 

• ; ' I' • • • 

.. :As fo_r -~e se°:9nd co~ditloion, the spi.*it~Uz•~l~n 
of . . Jehovah, that was rea.Jized by .the Greeks. lOQ~ 
·before .the,conqqest 9ftheir country by ~be ··RQ!xit1as. 
Tbey'.we~;-the ~r~~tors ~f .meta.phy~ics. G~ee~ ·~ t~ · 
.er.edle ofhel" histoey,· had alre·ady.foundfroathe;Qrlen~ .. ,• 
a divine word which had been defintely eataDHl'lhed in 
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th~ traditional faith of her peoples;·this world had beem 
left ·. -~nd · h~nded over to her·by the Orient. !!. In · her 
instinctive period, prior to her political history, she· . 
had developed ~nd pro<ligiously humanized this divine· 
world through her poets; and when she actually began. · 

.. her history, ~he already had a religion . readymade,. 
the . most sympathetic and noble of all the religions ~ 
which have existed, so far at· _least as a religion-that i& 
a. lie-ca.1i"be noble and sympathetic. Her great . thin ... - . 
kers--:and no nation has had greater ·than Greece--·· 
found · t·be ~ivine world established, not only outside· 
of tpemselves in. the people~ but also in themselves as; 
a h~bit of . feeling and thought, and naturally they 
took jftaia. point . of depatture) That they made n<> 

, • i .. ' .• · 

theoloS'Y.;L.that is, '· that th'ey· did .not wait in. :v.~in t°' 
reconcile· dawning . reasoif~ith the abs~rdities of such1 

a god, a.s :did the scholastics' ofthe. middle Ages-was · 
. , ... .. . . . l .• . !., . -. ... - ' • 

already-much in their 'fa.voT.1 "fl'h-ey·.·left fhe 'gods out of 
. r~ . ...... . ~- - . . . 

their supeoulations and attached them~elves directly· 
to the~divine \~ea_, one.iinvisible, .. ~mnip~,tent, .eternal,. 
and absolu~el.Jf. spiritualistic . but_ . -tinpersonal~ As .c~n­

ce?tDS .. epiritualism~. :then, I ,the.~- greek metaphysicians.- .. 
my.ch more t~a~ t~e ·J~_Wi&f fvve~e ;::the .. cr~ters · <;>f .the, 

· C~sti~n· god._i' iThe J~w~d>.nlr . ~ded to .i~ the brut~ll . . . . . . . 

· p~naJ.ity: : <>f: their J ehovh • ·n ~» · · .. : ,. .. ; . .. . . 
. . ''Tlirtt,: ·"a; sublime genius liK:tfthe'divine Plato couldi 
have been absolutely ·convi.nced.of ·.t~e 1 .reality.~of ~he~ 
<\ivine idea shows us how ··co~tagi~us.·~how~iomnipo .. 

· tent, is the tradition ·9f y. the ·:r~l.igious I!lania ey.en . on 
· the. gre•test".~inds. ~ B~sides., ... we . ,houl.d .··V.~t be .. sqr- · 

""' . . .... " , 

·priseci '. at· . it, ~i~ce, ~.ven i~ .·.o~,r ~y,. ~e .. Fe~~s~ 
philoe.ppbioal genius .which has existed.since'. .A.ristotle= 

~ •• .•. • : ~ • ~ *• • • ,, .r •. • • .. • : .. 
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and Plato, Hegel-in spite even of Kant's criticism, 
imperfect and too meta.physical though it ·be9· which 
had demolished the objectivity or reality of the divine 
ideas--tried to replace these divine ideas upon · their 

. . 
transcendental or celesti~l throne.- It is true that 
~eg~l went about hi~ work of· restoration in .· so . 
impolite a. manner that he killed the good God for . 

. . ' . . 

ever. He took a.way from these ideas their divine . 
halo, by showing to whoever will read him that . 
they were never anything more than a creation of the 
human mind running through history in search· of 
itself. To put an end to all religious insanitles . and 
the divfne . mirage: ; .he b~ft . nothing · la.eking but• the. 
utterance .of those ·grand words which were . said a.ftei 
him, -almo.si at the same time, by two great minds 
who had never liea.rd of each other-Ludwig Feuer .. 
ha.ch, the · disciple .. ~nd . ..~em9lisher o~ Hegel, in 
Germany, and Auguste. Comte, :the founder of positive 
philosophy, in Fra.nce. Thes~ words were as follow:. 

''Metaphysics· a.re reduced to psychology;" All the 
me.ta.physical systems· have been ' nothing el.Se · tha~ 
human psychology developing itself in history. · 

. · To-day it is no longer difficult. to under~ta.nd how 
the divine ideas were bom, how they were created ·in 
succession by the a.bstraot'rve faculty of man. Man . . . 

~a.de the gods. But in the time of Plato this know-
ledge was impossible. The collective mind~ : and 
consequently the individual . mind as ·well,' even that 
of the grestest genius, was no( ripe! for that. ! Scarcely 
had it said with Socrates:· ''Know" thpelf I" ~ia. self• . 
knowledge · existed only in a. state of intuition; in fact~ · 

. l: ~I • ; • ... ~ :~ '·i ' •" , , ' • . i ·1 : • \ : . . . • 

Digitized by 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

•• r ·~ • 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



it ~9unte~ ··to n-0thing. : H-ence it waa impossible -for 
th8 ·lip.man mind t9 -suspeet that lt was itself the sole 
· mator Of the .divine world.· ·It founti'the di\'ine WOTld 

w.ore· '-it; it •found ·it .. &11 hitttbry, &8 tr.Ution, as a, 

-~tim.nt, · a8 -& .. habit .of :tkou.gtit; &ad it .necetl8&~ 
m'ade':it the' object of its loftiest speeulations. Thus· 
was boni metaphyales,. and ' thus '·were develo·~ed . and 
perf~~ted the·divine·ide.as~ ·the ha.sis of Spiritualism. 

'.. . It is . t!'.Ue that after Plato there was a sort of 
inverse movement in the development of the mind. 
Aristotle,. the . true. father of science a~d positive 
p~iloso.phy • . did . nqt deny the divine ·world, but · 
eoneerned ·himself :with· it as little as possible. He 
was· the first to' study' ljke the analyst and experimen­
.ter that he was, logic, the laws of hum~n .. . thought, 
and at the same~ ·time the physical .world, .not in its 
ideal, illueory essence, .. but in its reel aspect. Alter 
him the . Greeks . of Alexandria. established ih' first 
eQhool of the ·positive scientists. They were atheists. 
"'* • ' . . 

But their a.theism left no mark on their contempora-
ries. S~ienoe tended th.ore ·and more -t·o ~epara.te itself 
.fr®i · life. After Plato, . divine ideas were rejected in 
met~physics themselves; this was done by the Epicur­
eans and. Skeptics;·two·seets who contributed· mµch to 
th~· degradation ·of · human · a.rlstocracy,- but they ·had 
• . ,. , . I' . ; . . . . .. .. no .. effeot upon the ~a&ses. ·•. 0 

! j • • I • 

.:. ' ., :. "'• ,.., : • _. •I t"~ ' • ~i • .0 ,.·· 1 • r , , , , . • '"•" , .: : ' _• , f; I J .. 
'\ ;. Another· sehaol, ~infinitely. more· . influentit'l, was 
fo#ft~:~ Alex-aiidriia..··This was the·eehQol" of neo--Pl~ 
.Wiai..TW.. .. ~fOunding·· in· an ·impure: mixture .. the 
monatrous imaginations of the Orient with the i~ea.s 
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OOD AND THE STATE 89 

·Of Plato, were the true <>?itrinators and later the elabo­
·rators, of the Chrstian dogmas. 

Thus the personah1.nd gross egoism of Jehov~h, the 
·not less bmtal and gross Roman conquest, and the 
·metaphysic.al ideal spe.culation o-f,the Greeks, m~tieria­
lized by contact with the Orint, were the three historical 
-elments which made up the spiriualistic religion of the 
-Ohristians. 

Before the altar of a unique and sµpreme God was 
·raised on the ruins of the numerous altars of pagan 

' . 
gods, the autonomy of the various nations co~posing 
the pagan or ancient world had to be destrqyed fir~~­
This was very b~ut.ally done by the Romans who, by 
-conquering the greatest part of the globe known to 
the ancients, laid the first foundd.tions, quite gross and 
i11egative ones no doubt, of humanity. A God thus rais­
.ed above the nationl differences, material and soci.al of 
all countries, and in a certain sense the direct negatibn 
-Of them, must necessarily be an immaterial and abstr­
act being. ·But faith in the e~i~tence of such a being, so 

' .. 
difficult a mattar, could not spring into existence sudd-
enly. Consequently, as I have demonstrated in the App­
·..endix, it went through a long course of preparation 
.and development at the hands of Greek. metaphysics, 
·which were the ·first to establish in a philosophical 
manner the notion of the dimne idea, a model eternally 
-creative and alwayi reproduced by the visible· word. 
But the divinity oonqfived · and created by Greek philo­
-gophy was an imper1op.al divinity-: N o. logical and seri­
..ous metaphysics being able to rise, or, rather, to desc-
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end, t~ the idea of a personal God ~ it became- n--ec~ssry ,. 
therefore,' to imagine a. ··God .who· was one and very-. . . . 

personal a.t once. He was·· found· in the very brutal, ser.: · 
fis~, a~d cru~l person of J e~_o.v~h, th~ nat~on~l G~4 of· 
th~ Jews. :But the ' Jews, in· spite of that exclusive:' 
na~ional spirit which .. distingui~hes them e·ven~ 
t~-a~y. . had become in · · fact, .l~ng · before· · ·the~ 

•)J.' . ' . • , ! .~ 'l....:· • -

bll"th of Christ, the most 'international people of 
,. • t , . : . . . ' . ,!! ,. 

the world~ · some ofthem ca.rried'Ja.way as captives, but·: 
_many more even urged on by that mercantile passion 
which · o~nstiute~ one of the principal traits · of their 
character, they had spread through all countries, carry·· 
ing ·everywhere the worship of ·their J ehova.h, to whom 
they ~~ma.ined :an the more. faithful ·thei·more he aban.,.: 
donecl them, ·· '.i · .... ,, ; .' •. • __ ._ · 

;. lhf' Alexandria : thfs· terribl'e god·rof th~ Jews ma.de" 
the ::.perS-ttnai 'acquairttance·of th'e met~phf~ica.l divinity 
of'Plato~tatready much corrupted· by!Oriental contact,. 
and ·corru'.ptedher still more·bf·his · ·o~. In spH' of 
. . . . 

his '. national, ; jealous, p,nd feroetou.s ie·x~lusivi~J1:l. be, 
• . f' • • I 

could !net'_long resist ·the graces· ofthis ·ideal and tmppr· · 
90nal ·div!niily of the Gteek~. He.'in.iarr,ied he~, and frQm. 

. . ,. ' . . \. 

t'1i8 1ni&triage was: born 1the spirl~µalis tic~b'u t ~ot 1pi-· 
ritedL-OOd= of: ·the Christians~J. rb~ neo::.P1'"()nilt11 ·of 
Alx:&.ndria are · known · to' : i J:iave · · be~n the'' ·l>rinoipa.l 
ore•tois'oftlie Ch~istian tbeoiogy~ . / 1l ~ .. ~ -· . 

::-•ve'rthele88 theothgy alone.does not mak~1"$ relig~ 
i<>~/ anf'i *1~r~"th~n h'.i~torical elePients .~uffic-;\<,·:o:fttate 

I ',. •# ·' · . • • • • J f'' • . '~ ' ' • ..: • 

bllttofy •. · tty·: .. bf8tor1cai elements . I me;an ·th8 general 
~J~~t!o~~'. bf) ,aiit''r~~l .. devetopm~~t . w~atsoe'terLfor 
ex&rn.pie·1n·~t~tj~ ·~ase1ihe· c~.llquest : .o~ · ·the' worla''b7 the-
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Romans and the meeting of the God of t~e J~ws with · 
the ideal · of divinity of the Greeks~ To· ~¢-pregnate th~ 
historical elements, to cause the'm "to run through a. .. 
series of new historical transformations, .a living, spo­
ntal\eous fact ~as nee~ed~ ':"'it:µout which they migqt 
have remained· many· centuries . longer . in the state or 
unp:r;od~ctive element~.This fa.ct ~a~· not lacking in · 
Chri~tianity: it ~as .. thp pi;ppagandtsm, martyrdomr·: 
and death of Jesus Chd~t. · •)! · . .· . ... .. 

we know almost nothitig of thts"'gre'-t~ an4 e11.intly 
personage, ali that the gospel~ tell µE{being ·~ntr~~ic­
tory, and so fabulous ·that· we can soatcely seize . upo.n 

, ·1 • ' • . • . • .. . . • 

a few real and vital traits. But it is certain that he was .. 
the preache.r of.the :,poot, the friend a.rid CODSolerof-the-
. . . : 1' . . : ' . , .. ,. . . ~ .. 
wretched; of the ignorant, of the· slaves,. ·and of the wo-
mei)., and that by thes~, i'ast . ~ was;.·mU:Gli i'ov~d. B&-·: 

• ' ' . ' ' ·.~ • ~ '' '( '" ._,.. ' • • •• ' I 

promised eternal life tp all who arE: oppl'.fl'ssed, to all wh~ 
suffer here below;' a.iid the· ~umb~·r is1 i~~eti:se~ He :was." 
hanged, ·as a m~tter of course, by . _the ... r~pres;ntatives- '.' 

•• i • , : · I· · . · ·· 1 · . . .1 

of the official morality a~d publ~c or.der of that period ... 
His disciples and ~he discipl~s of his diciples succeed-·· 
ed in spreading, thanks to. the deljtruction ·of the na­
tional bar~iers by the Roman conquest,1and l>ropag~ted -
t~e Gospel in ·au the co_un~i-ies known :to the ancients .. ~ . 

Everywhere they were· received .. with open· arms by the · 
slaves and the woman,, the . two m~~t opp"ssed, m~~t 
suffering, and naturally ·also the most ignorant olass!&·. 
of the ancie~~ world. Fo~ even such. few prQ'selytes., ••· 
they made in. the pri~ii~ged ancf .le,.;meif;,,.orld they-

. . -· ,; i . . .... t , ... ;. :.:.,; ·._..: • . • • • • -

wa.·r~ .. in4eh~ed ~~ g~e~t ~art ~~- ~~~- 11'~~.e~c~~:.°.f w~m.~~~:! 
Their i:nost ~xtens1 ve prepoga:M-tsm was. _d1Tec~.~ al-

• • • H I:..•.',· ' t •" •. • .J ' ; ,. ' • • ; • . : !! t·,, 
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W•CJ.~ively a.~Ong . ~~~ . people, unfo~tu·~ate and . 
. Wtitiubd''" fdavery. '-Thie was the . first ' 8.waken_ing, 
t~~~~~,8~ l~~elle~t~al . revolt'~f ·t~~ 'p?'olet$riat.. . . 

~~ · ~.'). ·; .. •• • • .• • 4 • .... • • • • 

.. ~ .'J:h• . gr~t honor W · OJuistanity, ,its incontesta~le 
-nipr;t,. aIJd the w1'9lQ e~i.-et of its .. 11Jlp1eoo4ented · ~nd 
7.t» ~tl?.'r~.ugbly . .l.egitim~te triumph, . Jay .in the f~ct 
-t~t is a11P.f.11~ to ' th,f.J; suffering· aftd immen~e public 
to whic~ t})e' apot,nt world, a· strict and cruel intellec­
:tual ·aitfi po,itio•l •ri~ocrar.-, denied' even ·the simpl­
~·t righ.t:B· 'of hJJ1'u-.ntti ~ :·otherwise it never, could have · 
:spread.'. Tti~ " d#jtettiiit ta~ght by the ·apostles "of Chr.ist, 
-wholly consolbJl·u· tfmay have seemed·to t~e unfor-
-tunat8, waa-tc,o i••oltbi'~~too absurd from the· stand- : 
-point of' h~1".•D . rauon, . eve,r .~. to have been accepted. 
'by .. enUgh~ ·•n. ·· According with what . joy the 
ape)~ P~t:· ,p..~·s_ of the scan.dle· de la fot add of the 

"trillmp,l:t ·o, t~.tt divine f oUe· rejected ·by the 'powerful and 
~11 of "* . :untury; but all ·the 'inore passionately 
.ao0epted ·It, .. ~ ·eimple, the . igiaora.nt,· and the .weak­
·mfllad l . : ~ . . . . . . . . . . ' 

; .· • I . . . .. 

:. ' ~.· ~d •. ~ ~.,, mus~ have b~en a .. y~iy .dee.p;-seated 
·d~~a~ie,f;.p.lpn with . life, a very . ~tense tliirst of 
h~arc,· '°~- •Jl almost absolut~ po,_~~rty of .thought, to 
.:8'9c'ur~ jth, MOeptan~ of tlle . · .. Christian absurdity, the 
-~os~· - ;.1J4'~pious . 'and_ m.o~stroU.. o( all . religiou~ .. 
: abs~·14l~i•t'1. .. · · · · . '.. .. · . . · . . . 
• ~',•,·, -·· .~~ .• • 4 .i·~ . . . A • •• ,..··. ....": . •. 

: ·: ~--~P1' ,,.., not o~ ·•be ••ti.on Of all the poUtie~l, 
~~- ·i"elili;oil:a iws~iutions pf· -.ntiquity:'_ it wAs'. the 
--~Wf.'Pf~m ~tn:9n·:•nse,; ·o~.alh:human rea- . 
iflp~ .. ~-~-~~:••,the r.-t world, were considered 
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GOD AND THE STATE . 9$ 

th~reaftel" as no·tliitlg; ·where, as ··the· product of :m.an' 8 
ahstr-a.ctive faculty, the le.st and supreme abst-raction in 
which this faculty~ f~r beyond existing things, even 
befnnd .tM most:ge.rieral ·datermine.tions .of the living 

. .J • 

being,· the .ideas ·of space and time, having nothittl'· left 
to adv anee ~beyond~ ;rests in oonteml)lation of his ·empt-
iness · and absolute immobility. · ' · 

~. ~; .. 

Tha.t a.bstracion, 'that c'aput mbrtuum, absolutely 
void of all contents", ,the true nothing, God is pr(Jclai­
med the only real,ie~~rnal,all-powerful being~ · The real 
All is declared nothi:11g, and the absolute nothing t~e­
All. The shadow .becomes the subs~.ance, and.the sub--. . . . . 
stance vanishes like. a shadow.* 

~·· ·•·' . ~:.. . ~ . . .. 

All this w~s ~u~~city and absU:rdity,. unspe~kable,.. 
the true scanda le de :za foi, the . triumph . ol- credulous. 
stupidity over· t~~ mind for the. masses; and-·for a.. 

few-:-the triu111p~ant iro~y of a mind wearied, cotrup-· 
ted, disillusioned; a:µd disgusted in honest . and 
Serio.us search· .. f?r ~.rµth; it Was that necessity OI 
shaking off thougp.t :a._D.d . becoming brutally stupid 
so frequen.tly . fel~ , hf~· surfeited min~s: ·· · 

•I.am :well- aw:ir~e~Juit .in. the · th~olog.ioal and metaphyisioal 
systems of the or~e"t, ~pd 'e~peoially:.in thos.e ~f IndJa, including­
B~ddhisn;1~ we find. t~ prin~iple of the aqnihilatioii. of th'e real 

• • { ' f • ;. . . " : ~ I ' •. • . • • .. 9 

world in favor' of the · ideal :and absolute abstraction •. · But it has 
. ,.. . • -, .. ·- .... ·' .t. ~ ' • • • . " • • - •• . • ' . 

not the ·added charddtet of voluntary and·lleliberat& ne1ati0n. 
which ht. nplshe$'.o~'tlanitY; :when ~ those syat~iml" wer.e f.fon:. · 
ceiv.ed, he worla ~~~ .. ~ .. ~~ ,t~ougll~.~· of:.w:tU ;.and :.~~ Jiberw ... •C~ 
not · reache4: th.~-. · e~ot~velopment ' whioh was . .,._rw~ 

.. . •. ' , "!"·" ... - .. '• .... • . ' .. . ., .. • • 

. seen in •Ji• ql'~~k, alt~:J;\t>inaii .civili~at~on. 
. . - . 

Digitized by 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



'$4 ' . 
GOD AND THE STATE 

" 

.. .Orttdo quo<}, absurdum. . ' . 

I ~lieve in the absu1d;. I believe in it, precisely and 
ma.inly, because it is absurd. In the same way m.any 

·-distinguished and enlightened minds in. our day be­
Ueve in animal magnetism, E!Piritualism, tij>ping 

· tables, and-1fhy go so. far.?-believe still in» Christia­
·nity, ih idealism bi, God. 

The believe of tlre ancient proletariat, like that of 
the modern, was n1ore robust and. simple. less haut . . 

_gout. The <?,hdstian propaga.ndism . appealed to its 
heart, not ~o its mind : to its e~temal aspria.tions, its 

. necessities, its . sufferings, . its " ~la.very, ., not "· to its 
.. reason, ·which still slept and therefore could know 
. nothing a.bout logical contradictions and the evidence 
· of the. absurd. It was interested solely in know­
ing when· the hour of promis.ed deli veranoe would 

. strike, when the kingdom of Goa would come; As 
.· for theological dogmas: .-it did not trouble itseif about 

them because it understood nqthinr1 tlhout them. The 
·. proletra.iat ~onverted to Christiatilty oonstituted its 
. g?•JWing m~teiial b_ut no.t .. its intelleGtual strength. 

As .(or ~h~ .Christian. dogmas, it is known that they 
;· V(~re elaborate4 in a seri.es ~ theological and· 'literary 
-wO,rks ~nd in th~ Councilll, Pt:~noipally by the converted 
.· nt~·Pl~tPiilsts of the Qrint. '11he Greek min~.had fallen 
.. so· low that, in th, forth century of the Chrlstian era, 
~·tlie . periOil "of the flr.st 0-Qunoil, ·the idea of a. personal 
·.God~ pul'e, ate~l~ f,bSOlttte mi~d, ·oreator and supreme 

• • ·'. f • • 

·muter, ex.isting·outlide· of the world, was ~tianimously 
.accepted by the Ohu~eh Fathers; a.~ a logic&l oonseque· 

.. 
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·nee of this absolute. absurdity it' then. became natural and 
. . . 

·necessary to b~l;i~v~ in. the imma.~eriality and immort-
ality of huma.~ sq1,1l; lodged and imprisoned in a. body 

.-Only parti.ally mortal. there being in this ~ody itself a. 

·portion which, while material, is immortal like the soul, 
. . 

.and must be resurrected with it.. We see how· difficult 
it was, even for the Church Fathers,- to conceive pure 
·minds outside of any material · form. It should be added 
that, in general, it is the character of every metaphysi-· 
. cal and theological argument to seek to explain one 
.absurdity by another. 

. . 

It was very fortunat~'·.for Chris.tia.nity that-it met a. 
··world of slaves. It had another piece of good luck in 
the invasion1of the· Barbarians. The latter .were worthy 
. people, full of natural force, and. above . all, urged on 
··by a .great . necessity Qf . life o.nd .. a. great c~pacity.Jor i~; 

"brigands who had stood. every test, capable of de.vasts.-
ting and gobbling up anything, like their successors .• 

·the Germans of to-day; \)ut they were much less 
;systematic a.n pedantic thf.trn th~se. last, mu.ch less 
·moralistic, less learned, ·and on the ot~er hand mucli­
·more independent and .proud, ca~le·· of. soience a~d 
·not incapable of lilJe·rty, as are th- .b O"Q.rgeois . of mo­
~ern Germany. But, in spite of·au their great quaili~· 
ties, they were nothing but barbari.iis-that is, as 
·indifferent to all questions of theology and ~etaphysics 
as 1the ancient slaves, a great number ofwh:om, more- . 

. over, belonged to t~eir. race. So that, their: .. practical 
. repugnance once overcome, it w:as not .. difticult to con-
·vert them theoretically: to Christianity.. . 

For ten centuries ·ohristianity. ~rm.8d- th~_·Q·m".' 
:nipotence of. Chnrc~ and State and o,,.,.,._. J:lO co~-
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· "petition, was able to·deprav•, 'IU.se, ,and falsify th& 
mind oi ~urope. I' had n~>- oom~~rs, because o~t ... 
. swe:qf the ·· Ch~r.oh . ther-e . were. r nei.ther . · think~s nor­
educ~ed. pei:spn11. . . It ~lon~ tho•t, .. it alone .· spolte­
.attd. ~~~· it~9!\9 taught.. Tll;o11gh .he~e~~~s arose ia 
'.Ut! ~oeom, ·they effect~d· only the theologioal o! practi-
o~l .4je~elopments .. of ~he fun4amental .do~ma, nev:~r 
th•t .·~otrm~-itself.. The beUefin God, . pure: spirit and 
.creator of the · w~rl~··· and the belief. in ~h" -im.materi­
ali~y of the . soul r~mained untouche:d. This double 
beli~f beeante the. ideal basis of the whole Occidental 

.. I . • • • • • ,• • ' ' • ' 

and Oriental civilazation of Europe; it penatrat~c:I and 
became . incarna.~e .. in all .the instituations, all the 
· de·tails .of the. public and private life of· all classes, and ." 
th$ .inasses as well · / 

~ • 1 .. . • . t • • •• • 

. After that~ . is it surprising that thilr belief has lived. 
until ·the 'Present day, continuing to exercise : its . dis:.­
·astrous: influence even "upon ·select minds, such as. 
those: ·· ·of :Mazzini,-· Michelet,: Quinet, · and so many 
other~ ? We lra~e seen that : the ·first: attack upon it·. 
eame·.from" the renaissance of the. free. ·fuind in the 
fifte8J:l:th .: century, \,v:hich produced "l~eroe's :and martyrs. 

·like \taninf.· Giordano Bnino, and. Gained. Althoug~. 
dr~Wn9(f. in the noise, tumult, anci passl9~.s .of the· 

. ' . .. . . . .. ' • • J . . ' " • 

Reformation •.. it ·noiselessly continued : , its . invisibl&· 
~ort·, :b,(i~e~*hi~~t~ .the n.oble~t minds ' ~f ~a.ch gene-. . .. . . .. . - ... .. 
rati<?n ftst.ta.k:of )lnman emancipat~oa b¥ t~~ ~estrnc-
tion';of.the~·absu~d; until at. laet, ·in: the :latt.er · ·h.~lf •QI 

·the· eighteenth ~ century., 'it. aga-in reappeared=in bro~d 
. &j/~old.Jy wavitig ·ths .118.g ·of-.-. a.tD&ism ·atui· mat~ri· 
. alilm9 
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The human mind. then, one inight have supposed, 
-was at la.st about to deliver itself from all the divine 
··<>bsessions. · Not at all. The divine falsehood upon 
·which hu1nanity had been feeding for eighteen cen-
turies (speaking o(Christianity only) was once more 
to show itself mor,e powerful than human truth. . No. 
longer able to inake use of the black tribe, of the 
ravens consecrated by the Church, of the Catholic or 
Protestant priests, all confidence in whom had .been 
lost, it made use of lay priests, short-robed liars and 

I 

.-sophists, among whom the principal roles devolved 
upon two fata.l men, one the falsest mind, the other 
the most doctrmally despotic will, of the last century--
.J. J. Rousseau and Robespierre. 1 

The first is the perfect type of narrowness and sus-
picious meannessf of exaltation without other object 
than his own person, of cold enthusiasm and hypoo­
·risy at once sentimental and hnplacable, of the false­
hood of m.odern idealis1n. He n1ay be considered as 

. the real creatoi;' ,of n1odern reaction. To all appear­
ance the most · de~ecratic writer of the eighteenth 
-0entury, he bred within himself the pitiless despotism 
·Of the states1nan. He was the prophet of the doctri­
naire State, as Robespierre, his worthy and faithfull 
disciple, tried to become its high priest. Having 
heard the saying of Voltaire that, if God did not exisi, 
it would be necessary to invent hhn, J. J. Rousseau 
invented the Supreme. Being, the abstra0t and sterile 
God of the deists. And it wa.s in the natne of the 
Supreme Being, and of the hypocritical virtue com­
manded by this Supreme . Baing, . that Robespierre 
guillotined first the Hebertists and then the very 
genius of ~he R~volution, Da.nton, in whose p~rson 
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be assassinated· the Republic, thus preparing the way-.. . \ 

for the ~henceforth necessary triumph of the dicta-
torship of Bonaparte I. After this great triumph, the, 
idealistic reaction sought and found servant's less fana­
tical; less terrible, nearer to the diminished stature of 
the actual bourgeoisie. In France Chateaubriand'" 
Lamartine, and-shall I say it? Why not? All must. 
.be said if it is truth-Victor Hugo himsalf,. the demo­
crat, ·the republican, th~ quasi-socialist of to-day 1 and. 
after them the whole melancholy and sentimental 
company of poor and pallid minds who, under the­
lea.dership of these masters, established the modern. 
romantic school; in Garmany, the ,Schlegels, the· 
Tieck.s, the N ovalis, the W erners, the Schellings, and.· 
so many other~ besides, whose names do not even. 
deserve to be recalled. 

The. literature created by this school was the very 
.reign of ghosts and phantoms. it could not stand the 

.. sunlight; the twilight alone permitted it to live. No 
more could it stand the brutal contact of the masses .. 
It was the literature of the 'tender, delicate, distingui­
shed souls, aspiring to heaven;~. and living on earth 

. as if in spite of themselves. It had a horror and con­
.tempt for the politics and questions of the day; but 
:when purchance it referred to them, it showed itself 
frankly reactionary, took the side of the Church 

·~a.inst the insolence of the freethinkers, of the king 
against the peoples, and of all the aristocrats against. 
the vile rabble of the streets. For the rest, as I have, 
]ust said, the dominant feature of the school of roman-· 
~ioism was a quasi-complete indifference to politics .. 
Amid the clo~ds iri which it lived could be distin-· 
piahed two real points .·the rapid development · of 
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-bourgeois materialisn1 and the ungovernable out ... 
··burst of individual vanities. 

To understand this ron1antic literature, the reason 
·for its existence must be sought in the transformation 
which had been effected in the bosom of _the bourgeois 
·Class since the revolution of 1793. 

From the Renaissance and the Reforn1ation down 
·to the Rev-0lution, the bourgeoisie, if not in Germany, 
at least in Italy, in France~ in Switzerland, in Eng.;. 
.land, in Holland, was the hero and representative of 
the revolutionary genius of history. From its bosom 

·'sprang most of the freethinkers of the fifteenth cen­
tury, the religious reformers of the two following 
.centuries, and the apostles of human einancipation, 
.including this time those of Gar11:1any, of the past 
-century. It alone, naturally supported by the power­
ful . arm of the people, who had faith in it, made the 
.revolution of 1789 and' 93. It proclaimed the down­
fall of royalty and of_ the Church, the fraternity of the 
]>aoples, the rights of nla_n and of the citizen. Those 
.are its titles to glory; they are in1mortal ! 

Soon it split. A considerable portion of the pur­
~chasers of national proparty having become rich. 
·and ~upporting themsglvP.s no longer on the pro-
letariat of the citiE:-~, bu~. on the n1'.l.jor portion of t~e 
~:peasants of France, these also having become landed 
·-proprietors, had no aspiration left but for peace, the 
·,re-establishment of public order, and the foundation 
·-Of a strong and regular government. It therefore 
·welcomed with joy the dictatorship of the first Bona.­
~arte, and, although always Voltairea.n, did not · view 
-with·displeasure the Concordat with the Pope and the 

Digitized by 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



100 GOD AND THE STATE 

"-establishment of the official Church in France :­
"Religion is so necessary to the people t" Which means .. 
that, satiated themselves, this portion of the bourgeoisie~ 
then began to see that ·it was needful to the mainten­
ance of thier situation and the preservation of their 
newly-acquired estates to appease the unsatisfied. 
hunger of the people by promises of heavenly manna •. 
Then it was that Chateaubriand began to preach.*" 

N a.poleon fell and the Restoration brought back 
' into France the legitimate monarchy, and with it the 
power of the Chruch and of the nobles, who regained, .. 
if not the whole, at lea.st a. considerable portion of their 
former influence. This reaction threw the bourgeoisie 
back into the Revolution, and with the revolutionary 
spirit that of skepticism also was re-awakened in it •.. 
It set Chateaubriand aside and began to read Voltaire 
again; but· it did not go so far as Diderot: its debilitated 
nerves cbuld not stand nourishment so strong. Voltaire,. 
on the contrary, at once a freethinker and a deist, suit-· 
edit very well. Beranger and P. L. Courier expressed 
this new tendency perfectly. The "God of the good . 
people" and the ideal of the bourgeois king, at once li­
beral and democratic, sketched against the majestic and 
thenceforth inoffensive background of the Empire's. 

- -
•It seems to me useful to recall at this point an anecdote- · 

one, by the way, well known and thoroughly authentic-· which 
•heda a very clear light on the personal _value of this wa~mer- · 
ov•r of the Catholic beliefs and on the r_el!gious sincerity of that 
period. Chateaubriand submitted to a p~~li.sher a work attacking-·· 
faith. The publisher called his. attention to' the (aot that atheiem 
had gone out of f&shion, that the reading public oared no more· 
f~r it,·· and that the demand, on the contrary, was for religious­
wwk•. · Ohateaubrand wilhdrew, but a few months later came:· 
INlok with his Genius of Chr1stlanlty. . . 
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gigantic victories-sucJi was at that period the daily 
int~llectual food of the bourgeoisie of France. 

Lamartine, to be sure, excited by a vain and r~dicu­
lously envious desire to rise to the poetic height of the 
great Byron, h~ begun his coldly delirious hymns in 
honor of the God of the nobles and of the legitimate 
monarchy. But his songs resounded only in aristocratic 
salons. The bourgeoisie did not hear them. Beranger 
was its poet and Courier was its political writer. 

The rev.olution of July resulted in lifting its tastes. 
We know that every bourgeois in France carries 
within him the imperishable type of the bourgeois 
gentleman. a type which never fails to appear 
immediately the parvenu acquires a little wealth and 
power. In 1830 the wealthy bourgeoisie had definitely 
replaced the old nobility in the seats of power. It 
naturally tended to e~tablish a new aristocracy. An 
aristocracy of capital first of all, but also an 
aristocracy of intellect, of good manners and delicate 
sentiments. It began to feel religious. 

This was not on its part simply an aping of aristocl:"­
atic customs. It was also a necessity of its position. The 
proletar.iat had rendered it a final service in once more 
aiding'it .to overthrow the nobility. The bourgeoisie 
now had no further need of its co-operation, for it felt 

1 

itself firmly seated in the shadow of the throne of 
July, ·and the alliance with the people, theneef orth 
useless, ·began to· become ·inconvenient. It was neces-

' 
sary to remand it to its place, which naturally could 
not to be done without provoking great indignation 
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- . 
among ~he masses. It became necessary to restrain 
this· indignation. In the name of what ? In the name of 

"the bourgeoi's in.terest bluntly confessed? That would 
'have been much too cynical. The more unjust and 
: inhuman an interest is, the greater need it has of san­
, ction. Now, where find it if not in religion, that good 
- protectress of all the well-fed and the useful consoler 
· of the hungry ? And more than ever the triumphant 
bourgeoisie saw that religion was indispensable to the 
people. 

After having won all its titles to glory in religious, 
. philosophical, and political opposition,, . in protest and 
. in revolution, it at last became the dominant class and 
.' thereby even the defender an.ft preserver of the State, 

:_·.thenceforth the regular institution of the exclusive 
power of that class. The State is force, and for it, 

-, :·:first . of all, is the right of force, the triumphant 
.-argument of the needle-gun, of the chassepot. But 
:man is so singuarly constituted that this argument. 
wholly eloquent as it_ may appear, is not sµffi-~ient in 
the long run. Some moral sanction or other is 
·abs.olutely necessary to enforce his r2spect. Further. 
this sanction must be at once so simple and so plain 
that it may convince the massas, who, after h1ving 
been reduced by the power of the State, must also ba 

· induced to morally recognize its right. 
' . 

There a.re only two ways of convincing the m~sses 
of the goodness. of' any . social institution whatever. · 
The first. the only real one, but also the most difficult 

I . , 

to pdopt-because it implies the abolition of the S~ate, 
~r. in other words, the abolition of the organized poli-
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·tical exploitation of the majority by any minority wha.t­
.. soever-would be the direct and c9mplete satisfac­
tion of the needs and aspirations of the people, which 
would be equivalent to the con1plete liquidation of the 
:political and economical existence of the bourgeois 
-class, or, again, to the abolition of the State. Beneficial 
means for the masses, but detrimental to bourgeois.1,p­
-terests; hence it is useless to talk about · them: 

The only way, on the contrary, harmful only to 
the people, precious in its slavation of bourgeois 
·privileges, is no other than religion. That is the 
·eternal mirage which leads away the masses in a. 
·search for divine treasure, while much n1ore reserved. 
-the governing class contents itself with dividing 
-among all its members-very unequally, moreover, and 
always giving most to him who possesses most-the 
miserable goods of earth and the plunder taken from 
the people, including their political and social liberty. 

There is not, there cannot be, a State without 
religion. Take the freest States in the world-the 
United States of America or the ·Swiss Confederation, 
for instance-and see what an important part is . . 
played in all official discourses by divine Providence, 
that supreme sanction of all States. 

But whenever a chief" of State speaks of God, be he 
William I., the Knouto..;Germanic emperor, or Q-rant. 
the president of the great republic, be sure that he is 
getting ready to shear once more 'his people-flock. 

The French liberal and Yoltairean bourgeoisie • 
.driven by temperament to a positivism (not to say a 
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materialism) singularly narrow and brutal, having· 
becoine .the governing class of the State by its triumph 
of 1830. had to give itself an official religion. It was. 
not an easy thing. The bourgeoisie could not abruptly 
go back under the yoke of Roman Catholicism. 
~tween it and the Church of Rom~ was an abyss of' 
blood and hatred, and, however practical and wise one· 
becomes, it is never possible to repress a passion 
developed by history. Moreover, the French 
bourgeoisie, would have covered itself with ridicule if 
it had gone back to the Church to take pa.rt in the 
pious ceremonies of its·worship, an essential condition. 
of a meretorious and sincere conversion. Several. 
attempted it, it is true, but their heroism was rewarded 
by no other result than a fruitless scandal. · Finally, 
a return to Catholicism was impossible on account . 
of the inso~vable contradiction which separates the, 
invariable polities of Rome from the development of 
the . economical and political interests of the middle 
c!ass. 

· In this respect Pr~te.stantism is much more advan· 
. --t..geous. It is the bourgeois religion par excellence. It 
·accords just as much liberty as is necessary to the-. 
bourge9is, and finds a way of reconciling celestial 
aspirations with the respect which ·terrestrial condi-­
tions demand. Copsequently it is especially in Pro-· 
teatant countries that commerce and industry have . . . 
been developed. But· it was impossible for the French . 
.Ourp.Oisie to become Prostestant. · To pass from one · 
nligion to ~nother-unless it be done deliberately, ~s-
110metimes in the case of the •• Jews of Russia and. 
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Poland, who get baptised three or four ti_mes .in order 
to receive each time the remuneration allowed them­
to seriously change one's religion, a little faith is 
necessary. Now, in the exclusive positive heart of 
the French bourgeois, there is no room for faith. He 
professes the most profound indieffrence for all questions. 
which touch neither his pocket first nor his social 
vanity afterwards. He is as indifferent to Portestan­
tism as . to Catholicism. On the other hand, theo 
French bourgeoia could not go · over to Protestantism 
without putting. himself in conflict with the Catholic­
routine of the majority of the French people, which 
would have been great imprudence on the part of a.. 

class pretending to govern the nation. 

There was still one way left-to return to the= 
humanitarian and revolutionary religion of the 
eighteenth century. But that would have led too far ... 
80 the bourgeoisie was obliged, in order to sanction 
its new State,' to create a new religion which might 
be boldly proclaimed, without too much ridicule and. 
scandal, by the whole bourgeois class. 

Thus was born doctrin.aire Deism. 

Others have told, much better than I could tell it,, 
the story of the birth and development of this school, . 
. which had so decisive and-we may well add-so fatal . 
an influence on the political, intellectual, and moral 
education of the bourgeois youth of France. It dateS-' 
from .·Benjamin Constant and Madame de Stael; its. 
real founder was Royer-Collard; its apostles, Guizot,. 
Cousin. Villemain, and many others. Its . boldly-
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avowed object was the reconciliation of Revolution 
with React.ion, ~r, to use the language of the school • 
.of the principle of:Iiberty with that of authority, and . 
·.naturally to the advantage of the latter. 

This reconciiiation signified: in politics, the taking, 
.away of popular liberty .for the benefit of bourgeois 
Tule, represented by the monarchical and ·constitu­
tional St.ate·; in philosophy, the deliberate submission 
-0f free reason to the eternal principles of faith. We 
have only to deal here with the latter. 

, 
. _We know that this philosophy was specially ela:-

oorated by M. Cousin, the father of French eclecti­
cism. A superfi0ial and. pedantic talker, incapable 
-of any original conception, of any ·idea. peculiar 
1;o himself, but very strong on common placa, which 
he confounded with commonsense, this illustrious 
philospher learnedly pr,epared, for the use of the studi­
~ous youth of France, a metaphysical dish of his own 
Jnaking,the use ofwhich,maie compulsory in all schools 
-0f the State under the University, condemned s~veraJ 
.gene~ations one after the other to a cerebral indiges­
-tion. Imagine a· philosophical vinegar sauce of 'the 
most opposed systems, a nlixture of_ Fathers of the 
Church, scholastic philosophers, Descarte~ and 
Pascal~ Kant and Scotch psychologists, all this a. 

· ..s~~erstructure on the divine and innate ideas of 
Plato, . and · covered up with a layer of Hegelian 
-immanence; accompanied, of course, by an ignorance, 
. .. , ' .,. 
~.as contemptuous as it is complete, of natural science. 
~ii'd 'proving, just as two times two make five, the 
.existence. of a ·personal God ....••.•• ." .••••. · •• 
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