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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

HE Dictionary of Classical Mythology originally published in

French by Pierre Grimal in 1951 as the Dictionnaire de la

Mythologie Grecque et Romaine established itself quickly as
one of the standard single-volume dictionaries on the subject of the
mythology of the classical period. In particular, Grimal’s impress-
ive list of classical sources which he had used in compiling the vari-
ant versions of several myths gave the book a validity which has
established it as a lexical work of considerable scholarly value.

This dictionary was translated into English under the supervision
of A. R. Maxwell-Hyslop and published by Basil Blackwell in
1985s. For the Blackwell edition, the full scholarly apparatus of the
original French version was collected together in a series of appen-
dices, and the forty-odd genealogical tables were grouped together
at the end of the volume.

The size and price of the dictionary tended to put it beyond the
reach of the lay-reader interested in the principal myths from clas-
sical literature. As a consequence of the demand for such a book,
but one which nevertheless contains the authoritative treatment of
sources of Grimal’s original dictionary, we have prepared this
concise version of Grimal’s text under the editorial supervision of
Stephen Kershaw. Some of the minor supplementary variant
myths have been deleted and a number of small extra entries have
been added, giving brief descriptions of characters and events im-
portant to understanding the canon of this literature. A more
comprehensive cross-reference system has been introduced, so that
readers can follow information through a lattice of references
throughout the volume. It is hoped that this volume will make the
caucus of classical mythology available to the lay reader, and
explain the most important myths and legends in a clear and access-
ible way.






Abas (ABas)

1. The eponym of the Abantides, a
tribe in Euboea mentioned in the
Iliad. He is said to have been the son
of Poseidon and the Nymph Areth-
usa (1), but a late Athenian myth
makes him a descendant of Metion.
Abas had two sons, Chalcodon (1)
and Canethus.

2. The best known Abas was the
king of Argos, son of Lynceus (1)
and Hypermestra (1). He was des-
cended from the two feuding
brothers, Danaus and Egyptus, and
was the ancestor of Perseus and his
family (Table 7). He was considered
to be the founder of the Phocian
town of Abae. With his wife,
Aglaea, Abas had twin sons, Acrisius
and Proetus. He is also said to have
had an illegitimate son Lyrcus (2).

3. The great-grandson of Abas (2).
He is said to have been the father of
Lysimache (Table 1), Idmon and of
Coeranus (see POLYIDUS (2)).

4. The son of Eurydamas. He was
slain by Diomedes (2) (cf. Polyidus

().

Aborigines The earliest inhabitants
of central Italy, according to Roman
legends, and supposedly sons of the
trees. They lived as nomads, without
laws, and their food was wild fruit.
Their name is generally taken to

mean ‘the original population’.
When Aeneas arrived in Latium the
Aborigines were ruled by LATINUS.
When they were united with the
Trojans they formed the Latin race.

Acacallis (AxaxaAAis) One of the
daughters of Minos, loved first by
Hermes, by whom she had Cydon,
and then by Apollo, by whom she
had three sons; Naxos, Miletus and
Amphitemis who was also known as
Garamas. While Acacallis was
expecting Amphitemis, Minos, in a
fit of anger, banished her to Libya,
where her son became the progeni-
tor of the nomadic people, the Gara-
mantes. Acacallis had also fled from
her father’s anger before the birth of
Miletus. She sought refuge in the
woods, where she gave birth to
Miletus and, unable to rear him her-
self, she left him at the foot of a tree.
In obedience to Apollo, the she-
wolves in the forest suckled him
until some shepherds found him and
brought him up.

Acacallis is sometimes called Aca-
calle, which in Greek means °‘the
Egyptian tamarisk’ (see PHILAN-
DRUS).

Acacus (Axaxos) The son of
Lycaon (2) and founder of the town
of Acacesion in Arcadia. According
to some traditions he was the foster-
father of Hermes.

Academus (Axddnuos) An Attic
hero who told the Dioscuri where
Theseus was holding their sister
Helen prisoner when they were
searching for her. His tomb on the
outskirts of Athens was surrounded
by a sacred wood in which Plato set
up his Academy.
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Acalanthis (Axalavfis) One of the
PIERIDES. With her sisters she chal-
lenged the Muses to match her at
singing, and in indignation the god-
desses changed all nine. girls into

birds. Acalanthis became a gold-
finch.

Acamas (‘Axduas)
1. A Trojan, the son of Antenor
and Theano, who played a brilliant
part in the attack on the Greek camp.
He was killed by Meriones.
2. The uncle of Cyzicus. He fought
for the Trojans and was leader of a
Thracian contingent. He was killed
by Ajax (2).
3. The son of Theseus and Phaedra.
He gave his name to the Attic clan of
the Acamantides. He does not
feature in Homer, though later
myths give him and his brother
Demophon (2) a part in the capture
of Troy. Acamas is said to have
accompanied Diomedes (2) to Troy,
before the war broke out, to demand
the return of Helen. While he was
there Laodice (4) fell in love with
him. She confided her feelings to
Philobia, the wife of the ruler of the
town of Dardanus in the Troad, who
decided to help. Philobia persuaded
her husband to invite the two young
people to a feast separately and seat
them side by side, Laodice pretend-
ing to be a member of Priam’s
harem. By the end of the feast
Laodice had become Acamas’ wife.
Their marriage resulted in a son,
MUNITUS. After the fall of Troy
Munitus returned to Acamas and
they set out for Attica, but Munitus
died on the way after being bitten by
a snake while hunting at Olynthus.
There is a story that Acamas was
one of those inside the Wooden

Horse at the capture of Troy. On his
way home from Troy he spent a
long time in Thrace on account of
his love for pHYLLIS. Later he
founded a colony in Cyprus where
he is said to have died when he was
impaled on his own sword. This
legend is more generally thought,
though, to refer to Acamas’ brother
DEMOPHON (2).

According to other legends,
Acamas took part in the capture of
Troy with Demophon and returned
to Attica, where he resumed power
and reigned peacefully.

Acanthis (Akavfis) The daughter
of Autonous who had four sons,
Anthus, Erodius, Schoeneus (2) and
Acanthus. Acanthis was also known
as Acanthyllis. The family farmed a
large area of land but, since they did
not work hard, it was not very pro-
ductive, and their fields were always
full of thistles and rushes. This was
appropriate to the name of Schoe-
neus and Acanthus, whose names in
Greek mean respectively ‘rush’ and
‘thistle’. Their main occupation was
horse breeding, and they were in the
habit of leaving mares to graze on
the marshes. One day Anthus went
to fetch the mares and they, reluctant
to leave their grazing, reared up in
anger and fell on him, crushing him
to death. The whole family was cast
into such despair by this that Zeus
and Apollo, out of pity for their
grief, turned them all into birds.
Acanthis probably became a gold-
finch (see ACALANTHIS).

Acarnan (Axapvdv) Son of Alc-
maeon (1) of Argos and of Callirhoe
(2). Callirhoe coveted the necklace
and dress of HARMONIA (1), and Alc-



maeon had stolen these from King
Phegeus of Psophis, but had been
killed by Phegeus’ children for doing
so. When Callirhoe heard of this she
asked Zeus, her lover, to make her
sons Acarnan and Amphoterus grow
up immediately; he granted her re-
quest, and they took revenge on
Phegeus and his sons, subsequently
fleeing to Tegea. After dedicating
the necklace and dress at Delphi,
they went to the land of the Curetes
and founded Acarnania, whose in-
habitants took their name from
Acarnan. According to one tradi-
tion, Acarnan was killed while try-
ing to marry Hippodamia (1), whose
father put her suitors to death.

Acastus (Axagros) The son of
PELIAS and Anaxibia (Table 6). Acas-
tus took part in the voyage of the
ARGONAUTS against his father’s
wishes, Pelias having conceived the
expedition as a means of getting rid
of jaAsoN whom he regarded as a
threat to his throne. Acastus also
took part in the hunt for the wild
boar of Calydon. After the murder
of his father by MEDEA Acastus
reigned in Iolcos.

Acastus played an indirect part in
the legend of peLEUs. During the
hunt of the Calydonian boar Peleus
accidentally killed EURYTION, and to
purify himself he went to Iolcos.
While he was there Astydamia, the
wife of Acastus, fell in love with
him. When Peleus rejected her ad-
vances she sent a message to his wife
saying that her husband was about to
leave her in order to marry STEROPE
(s5), the daughter of Acastus. Peleus’
wife hanged herself in despair. Asty-
damia did not think that she had yet
exacted sufficient revenge, and
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accused Peleus of trying to rape her.
Acastus believed the story and, not
daring to kill his guest, lured Peleus
to a hunt on Pelion. During the hunt
Peleus merely cut out the tongues of
the animals he killed, while the other
hunters bagged their game. When
his companions mocked him, he
proved his courage by showing
them the tongues. In the evening
Peleus fell asleep. Acastus abandoned
him, having first hidden his sword in
a dung heap. The unarmed Peleus
was almost put to death by the Cen-
taurs who lived on the mountain,
but one of them, CHIRON woke him
in time and gave him back his
sword. (Another version said that
the sword was sent by Hephaestus.)

When Peleus returned to his king-
dom he thought about revenge. In
some accounts he captured lolcos,
perhaps with the help of Jason, cas-
TOR and POLLUX, killing Astydamia,
and scattering her limbs so that his
army could march between the vari-
ous pieces of the dismembered body.
He also killed Acastus.

Other writers claim that Peleus
was attacked by Acastus during the
Trojan War and forced to flee. There
is also a tradition that besides Asty-
damia, Acastus had another wife,
Hippolyta Cretheis, the daughter of
CRETHEUS.

Acca Larentia

I. During the reign of either
Romulus or Ancus Martius, the
keeper of the temple of Hercules in
Rome invited the god to a game of
dice. The prize was to be a feast and a
beautiful girl. Hercules accepted and
won both the feast and the favours of
Acca Larentia. When Hercules gave
Acca up he advised her, by way of
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compensation, to put herself at the
disposal of the first man she should
meet. This was Tarutius, a wealthy
Etruscan, who married her but died
shortly afterwards; Acca Larentia
inherited his large estates, later
bequeathing them to the Roman
people. This legend may have been
devised to justify the ownership of
land claimed by Rome.

2. The wife of a shepherd named
FAUSTULUS. She had twelve children,
as well as Romulus and Remus
whom she adopted. The college of
the twelve Arval Brothers was said
to have been constituted in memory
of her twelve children.

Acestes See AEGESTES.

Achaemenides (Ayapevidns) A
companion of Odysseus, who acci-
dentally abandoned him on the
island of the Cyclopes. However,
Achaemenides saved himself by
going into hiding and he was sub-
sequently rescued by Aeneas.

Achates (‘Aydrns) A Trojan, the
faithful friend of AENEAS and com-
panion on his travels until he reached
Italy. There is a tradition that
Achates killed pROTEsILAUS, the first
Greek to land on Trojan soil.

Achelous (AyeApos) The name of
the largest river in Greece (in Boeo-
tia) and of the river-god. Achelous
was said to be the son of Oceanus
and Tethys, and was the oldest of the
three thousand river-gods who were
his brothers.

Other legends say that Achelous
was the son either of Helios and
Gaia, or one of the sons of Poseidon.

One day Achelous was killed by an
arrow while crossing a river. He fell
in and the river was later named after
him.

Achelous is said to have had vari-
ous affairs, first with Melpomene, by
whom he fathered the SIRENS, and
then with some of the other MUSEs.
He was also the father of several
streams: of Pirene, Castalia, Dirce
and Callirhoe (2) (see ALCMAEON (1)
and ACARNAN).

Achelous and Heracles were rivals
for the hand of Deianeira. Achelous
had the power of assuming whatever
form he liked, but this proved un-
attractive to Deianeira, so when
Heracles asked for her hand she
accepted immediately. Even so, Her-
acles had to win her by force in a
fight in which Achelous used all his
resources and Heracles all his
strength. During the struggle Ache-
lous changed himself into a bull and
Heracles tore off one of his horns,
whereupon Achelous surrendered
and conceded Deianeira to Heracles
on condition that his horn was
returned. Heracles gave him the
horn of the she-goat AMALTHEA
which was miraculously filled with
fruit and flowers (although some
authors claim that this horn
belonged to Achelous himself).

Achelous also created the Echi-
nades Islands, which lie at the river’s
mouth. Four local nymphs failed to
include the river-god in a sacrifice,
which so angered him that he made
his waters rise and swept them out to
sea, where they became islands. The
fifth island in the group, Perimele,
was originally a virgin raped by
Achelous. Her outraged father Hip-
podamus threw her into the sea, but
Achelous persuaded Poseidon to



change her into an island, and thus
she became immortal.

The modern name of the Ache-
lous, which flows into the Ionian Sea
at the entrance to the gulf of Patras,
is the Aspropotamo.

Acheron (‘Axépwv) The first men-
tion of the River Acheron occurs in
the Odyssey, where it is described as
being in the Underworld, together
with Pyriphlegethon and cocyrus.
The Acheron is the river which souls
have to cross to reach the empire of
the Dead. A ferryman, CHARON,
carries them across. The river is
almost stagnant and its banks are
thick with reeds and mud. Accord-
ing to tradition Acheron was a son of
GAlA, condemned to stay under-
ground for having allowed the
GIANTS to drink his waters after their
struggle with the Olympians.

There was a River Acheron in
Epirus which disappeared into a deep
cleft. When it surfaced again, it
formed an unhealthy marsh set in a
barren landscape. An etymological
mistake (according to which its
name was thought to be derived
from the Greek word for sorrow) as
well as the characteristics of the river
in Epirus undoubtedly contributed
to the idea that it was associated with
the Underworld, and its earthly
features were transferred to the sub-
terranean world.

In the mystical beliefs of the
Roman Empire, the Acheron was
regarded as lying near the South
Pole, among the constellations of the
Antipodes.

Achilles (’Axd\evs) The legend of
Achilles owes its fame largely to the
Iliad, which has as its main theme not
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the capture of Troy but the ‘wrath of
Achilles’. Other poets and popular
legends filled gaps left by the
Homeric accounts, and so an ‘Achilles
cycle’ gradually came into being,
overlaid with incidents and legends
which, though frequently inconsist-
ent with each other, continued to be
an inspiration to poets throughout
antiquity.

Childhood Achilles was the son of
PELEUS. On his father’s side he was a
direct descendant of Zeus, while his
mother was the goddess THETIS.
There are varying accounts of his
upbringing. One version depicts him
as being brought up by his mother in
his father’s house, under the guid-
ance of his teacher PHOENIX (3) or the
Centaur CHIRON. Another says that
he was the involuntary cause of a
quarrel between his father and
mother and tells how, after Thetis
had left her husband, Achilles was
put in the care of Chiron, who lived
on the mountain of Pelion. Achilles
was said to have been the seventh
child of the marriage and Thetis had
tried to purge each of her offspring
of the mortal elements which indi-
cated that Peleus was their father.
She did this by thrusting them into a
fire and so killing them, but when
she was about to incinerate the
seventh child, Peleus awoke. He
snatched the child from her and
Achilles was found to have suffered
nothing worse than the scorching of
his lips and of a small bone in his
right foot. Thetis, in her anger, went
back to the depths of the sea. Peleus
asked Chiron, who was skilled in the
art of medicine, to replace the
scorched bone. So Chiron exhumed
the body of a giant called pamysus,
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who had been a notably swift
runner, and replaced the missing
bone with the corresponding one
from the giant. This explains the
extraordinary runner’s gifts which
Achilles possessed. Another legend
asserts that in his infancy Achilles
was bathed in the River sTYX, whose
waters had the power of making
invulnerable all who were steeped in
them, but the heel by which Thetis
was holding him was untouched by
the waters and remained vulnerable.

On Mount Pelion Achilles was
looked after by Chiron’s mother
PHILYRA and his wife, Chariclo (1).
When he was older he began to
practise hunting, breaking horses,
and medicine. In addition he learned
to sing and play the lyre and talked
with Chiron about the ancient vir-
tues. He was fed on nothing but the
entrails of lions and wild boars (to
instil in him the strength of these ani-
mals), honey (to give him gentleness
and persuasiveness) and bear’s
marrow. Chiron named him
Achilles: previously he had been
called Ligyron.

Departure for Troy According to
the Iliad Achilles took part in the
Trojan expedition on the invitation
of NESTOR, ODYSSEUS and PATROCLUS.
He led a fleet of fifty warships sailed
by a body of Myrmidons and was
accompanied by Patroclus and
PHOENIX (3). As he left, Peleus made
a vow to dedicate the hair of his son
to the River spercHErus if he
returned safely. Thetis, for her part,
warned Achilles of the fate which
awaited him: if he went to Troy he
would win a dazzling reputation but
his life would be short; if he stayed at
home his life would be long but

inglorious. Achilles chose the former
alternative. This is the Homeric ver-
sion, but later poets, and especially
the tragedians, give a very different
account. According to them an ora-
cle had disclosed to Peleus (or, in
some versions, Thetis) that Achilles
was fated to die at the gates of Troy.
When the Greeks were discussing
whether to go to Troy, Peleus (or
Thetis) had the idea of hiding
Achilles by dressing him in women’s
clothes and making him live at the
court of LYCOMEDES, King of Scyros,
where he shared the life of the king’s
daughters. He stayed there for nine
years. He was known as Pyrrha (the
red-haired girl) because of his fiery
auburn locks and while in this dis-
guise he married Deidamia, one of
Lycomedes’ daughters, by whom he
had a son, NeopTOLEMUS. This dis-
guise failed to cheat Fate, however,
as Odysseus had learned from the
soothsayer caLcHAs (1) that Troy
could not be taken without the help
of Achilles. He immediately sought
Achilles and eventually learned
where he had taken shelter. Odys-
seus then presented himself at the
court of Lycomedes and, offering a
pedlar’s pack, made his way into the
women’s quarters. The women
chose embroidery materials but
Odysseus had mixed up some
weapons with them and these were
the choice of ‘Pyrrha’. Odysseus had
no difficulty in persuading the young
man to reveal his identity. In another
version Odysseus arranged for the
sound of the trumpet to be heard in
the middle of the harem of Lyco-
medes. While the women fled,
Achilles stood his ground and called
for weapons. Peleus and Thetis had
therefore to accept that Achilles’



warlike vocation could not be
thwarted. On his departure from
Aulis, where the Greek fleet had
assembled, Thetis gave the hero a
suit of armour, given by HEPHAESTUS
to Peleus as a wedding gift, and she
added the horses which POSEIDON
had given on the same occasion. She
also placed near her son a slave
whose only duty was to prevent
Achilles from killing a son of
Apollo; for an oracle had affirmed
that Achilles was bound to die a viol-
ent death if he did this.

The First Expedition According to
the Iliad, the Greek army made its
way directly from Aulis to Troy, but
later legends speak of a first attempt
at landing which failed. The first
time the fleet left Aulis there was a
mistake in the navigation and the
army came ashore in Mysia. Think-
ing that they were in the Troad, the
Greeks ravaged the country, but its
king, TELEPHUS, advanced to meet
them and a battle ensued in which
Achilles wounded Telephus. The
Greeks then realized their mistake
and re-embarked to head for Troy,
but a storm scattered the fleet and
each contingent found itself back
where it had started. Achilles was
driven ashore on Scyros. The Greeks
reassembled at Argos, and there
Telephus came to ask Achilles to heal
the wound he had inflicted, for,
according to the Delphic oracle,
only filings from Achilles’ spear
could heal the wounds it had made.

The Second Expedition The Greek
fleet made its way to Aulis where it
lay becalmed, an event said by Cal-
chas to have been caused by ARTEMIS
who demanded the sacrifice of AGa-

ACHILLES 7

MEMNON’s daughter 1PHIGENIA. Aga-
memnon agreed to this demand and
pretended that he wanted to betroth
her to Achilles. By the time Achilles
discovered what the king had
planned Iphigenia had arrived at
Aulis. He tried to resist the sacrifice,
but the soldiers, roused in opposition
to him, would have stoned him to
death, and he was forced to
acquiesce. Favourable winds sprang
up and the army, guided by Tele-
phus, arrived at Tenedos where
Achilles and Agamemnon quarrelled
for the first time. It was also in Tene-
dos that Achilles killed Tenes, a son
of Apollo, whose sister he tried to
abduct. Realizing too late that he had
fulfilled the oracle, he arranged a
magnificent funeral for Tenes and
killed the slave whose duty it had
been to prevent the murder.

The Greeks besieged Troy for
nine years before the events which
form the story of the Iliad began.
The Iliad speaks of a whole range of
exploits in Asia Minor, especially
against Thebes in Mysia, which was
captured by Achilles who killed
King EETION, together with his seven
sons, and abducted the queen. To the
same group of stories belongs the
campaign against Lyrnessos during
which Achilles captured BRISEIS,
while Agamemnon captured CHRY-
siis in the Theban operation. With
Patroclus, Achilles raided the herds
of oxen which AENEAs grazed on
Mount Ida. Other episodes of the
first nine years include those which
took place during the Greek dis-
embarkation when the Trojans,
initially victorious, were routed by
Achilles who killed cycnus (2). It
was also said that Achilles, who was
not among the suitors of Helen, was
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curious to see her and that Aphrodite
and Thetis arranged for them to
meet. No one, though, seems to
have portrayed Achilles as Helen’s
lover.

The real Homeric stories and the
quarrel over Briseis begin with the
tenth year of the war. When a
plague afflicted the Greek ranks, Cal-
chas revealed that the calamity was
due to the wrath of APoLLO, sent at
the request of his priest CHRYSES (I)
whose daughter Chryseis had been
abducted by Agamemnon. Achilles
summoned the chiefs and compelled
Agamemnon to surrender the girl.
In retaliation Agamemnon de-
manded that Achilles should give
back his own prize, Briseis, where-
upon Achilles retired to his tent and
refused to take any part in the
struggle. When the heralds came to
reclaim her he returned her, but pro-
tested against this injustice. Then he
appealed to Thetis, who advised him
to let the Trojan attack get as far as
the ships, in order to prove his indis-
pensability, for, as she well knew, he
was the only man who could pre-
vent the enemy from attacking the
Greeks effectively. Thetis went to
zeus and asked him to grant the
Trojans victory as long as Achilles
kept away from the fighting. Zeus
agreed and the Greeks suffered a
series of defeats. Agamemnon sent a
mission to appease Achilles, promis-
ing him Briseis and a magnificent
ransom, but Achilles remained
unmoved. The battle came close to
the camp but Achilles watched from
the deck of his ship. Patroclus even-
tually asked Achilles to let him help
the Greeks, whose ships were in
danger of being burnt. Achilles
agreed to lend his armour, but

Patroclus (after a certain degree of
success, which lasted as long as the
Trojans believed him to be Achilles)
was killed by Hector. Achilles was
overcome by indescribable grief. His
cries were heard by Thetis, who pro-
mised him a fresh suit of armour in
place of that which Hector had just
stripped from Patroclus’ body.
Though unarmed, Achilles joined
the battle and his voice put to flight
the Trojans who were struggling
against the Greeks for possession of
the corpse of Patroclus.

The next morning Achilles made
his peace with Agamemnon, who in
his turn asked Achilles’ forgiveness
and returned Briseis; Achilles
rejoined the fighting, whereupon his
horse, Xanthus, which had been
momentarily endowed with the gifts
of prophecy and speech, foretold the
imminent death of his master. Des-
pite this, Achilles advanced and the
Trojans fled; Aeneas alone, under the
inspiration of Apollo, stood up to
him. Achilles’ spear pierced Aeneas’
buckler; Aeneas brandished a huge
stone and Poseidon rescued both of
them by enveloping them in a cloud.
Hector also wanted to attack
Achilles, but in vain: fate for the
moment did not allow the two
heroes to meet face to face. Achilles
continued his advance. After fording
the River SCAMANDER, he took
twenty young Trojans prisoner,
intending to sacrifice them at Patroc-
lus’ tomb. The river-god wanted to
stop the bloodshed and kill Achilles,
whose victims were blocking his
course. The river became swollen,
overflowed its banks and pursued the
hero, but Hephaestus made it return
to its course. Achilles continued his
attack in order to cut off the Trojan



retreat, but he was diverted into a
fruitless pursuit of Apollo, and so
lost his opportunity. Hector was
alone in front of the Scaean Gate,
but, just as Achilles was drawing
close and they were on the point of
fighting, he took fright and Achilles
chased him round the walls until at
last Zeus, raising the scales of fate,
weighed Achilles’ lot against Hec-
tor’s, whose scale tipped towards
Hades. Apollo then abandoned Hec-
tor. ATHENA appeared and, assuming
the likeness of his brother pEIPHO-
BUS, inspired Hector with the wish
to confront his opponent; he was
soon killed, uttering a warning to
Achilles that he himself had not long
to live. On the point of death he
asked Achilles to return his body to
PRIAM, but Achilles refused and
dragged the corpse behind his
chariot into the Greek camp.

Each day for twelve days Achilles
did the same, but then Thetis was
bidden by Zeus to tell him that the
gods were angry at his lack of respect
for the dead, and when Priam came
to ask for Hector’s body, he was
kindly received by Achilles, who
gave him back the corpse. That
moment is the climax of the Iliad.

In the Odyssey we find Achilles in
Hades. He is surrounded by heroes
who were his friends during the war,
amongst them was Agamemnon
who told Odysseus of the death of
Achilles, although he did not give
the name of his killer. The Odyssey
gives an account of Achilles’ funeral
games, and the subsequent quarrel
caused by the way in which the
hero’s arms were awarded (see AJAX
(2) and ODYSSEUS).

Other stories in the Homeric
poems bring the cycle to its close.
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First there is the tale of the struggle
against the Amazon queen, PENTHE-
SILEA. Initially she forced the Greeks
to retreat, but Achilles wounded her
and, just as she was on the point of
death, he exposed her face. Con-
fronted by such beauty he was
stricken with a sorrow so obvious
(for he was incapable of concealing
his emotions) that TaersITES derided
his love for a corpse. Achilles killed
him with one blow of his fist.

A further story records Achilles’
struggle against MEMNON, which
took place in the presence of their re-
spective mothers, Thetis and Eos.

Finally comes the tale of Achilles’
love for pOLYXENA. Achilles fell so
deeply in love with her that he pro-
mised her father, Priam, that he
would come over to the side of the
Trojans if he would agree to their
marriage. Priam accepted, and the
betrothal was to be ratified in the
temple of Apollo Thymbrius.
Achilles appeared unarmed and
PARIS, hidden behind the statue of
Apollo, shot him. The Trojans seized
his corpse and demanded the same -
ransom as they had had to pay for
Hector’s body.

This version of the hero’s end
seems to be a late one: other authors
say that Achilles met his end in battle
at a moment when he had driven the
Trojans back to the walls of their
city. Apollo confronted him and
ordered him to withdraw and, when
he refused, shot him with an arrow.
In some versions the archer is said to
be Paris, although Apollo guided the
arrow to strike Achilles at his only
vulnerable place, his heel. (See also
DAMYSUS.) A struggle took place
round Achilles’ body, from which
AJax (2) and opysseus eventually
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carried the body back to the camp.
The funeral was celebrated by Thetis
and the Muses, or the NYMPHS.
Athena anointed the body with am-
brosia to preserve it from decay.
Later there was a story that Thetis
removed his body to the White
Island at the mouth of the Danube.
Sailors passing the island heard by
day the incessant clashing of
weapons and by night songs and the
clinking of cups. And in the Elysian
Fields Achilles is said to have married
MEDEA, or Iphigenia, or Helen, or
Polyxena. There is also a tale that,
after Troy had been taken but before
the Greeks had left, a voice from
Achilles’ tomb had been heard
demanding that Polyxena should be
sacrificed in his memory.

As depicted by Homer, Achilles
was handsome, fair-haired, with
flashing eyes and a powerful voice.
He did not know the meaning of
fear: his greatest passion was fight-
ing, and he loved glory above all
else. Yet he also had milder qualities:
he was musical and could charm
away care with lyre and song; he
loved both his friend Patroclus, and
his concubine Briseis. He could be
cruel, as when he ordered the execu-
tion of the captured Trojans, and
when, from beyond the grave, he
demanded the sacrifice of Polyxena,
but he was also hospitable and wept
with Priam when the latter came to
recover his son’s body. In the Elysian
Fields he rejoiced to learn that his son
Neoptolemus was a man of courage.
He revered his parents, and, when he
knew the gods’ will, lost no time in
carrying it out. Despite all these
civilized characteristics, Achilles was
taken by many Hellenistic philo-
sophers for the archetype of the man

of violence, a slave to his emotions,
and they were very ready to contrast
him with Odysseus, the man of
judgement.

The cult of Achilles was widely
practised in the islands, as well as on
the Asiatic mainland. We also know
of the cult consecrated to Achilles by
Alexander the Great who took him
as his pattern. Both of them died
young.

Achilles was the inspiration
behind many works of literature,
from the Iliad to the Achilleid of Sta-
tius. He plays a part in many trage-
dies, notably Euripides’ Iphigenia in
Aulis.

Acis (Axis) The god of the river of
the same name, near Etna. He was
the son of Pan or Faunus (in the
Latin tradition) and the Nymph
Symaethis. Before becoming a river
he had loved GALATEA (1).

Acontius (Axdvrios) A young man
from Chios who belonged to an
affluent though not noble family.
One year he went to the festivals in
Delos, where he saw an Athenian
girl called cypippE who had also
come to worship there. Acontius in-
stantly fell in love with her. Acontius
followed her to the temple of ARTE-
mis, where she sat down while the
sacrifice was taking place. Then
Acontius picked a quince and on it
scratched ‘I swear by the temple of
Artemis that I will marry Acontius’.
Then he threw the quince towards
Cydippe who innocently read the
writing on it out loud. On realizing
the meaning of the words she threw
the fruit away, but she had uttered a
form of words which bound her to
Acontius. Moreover, the goddess



Artemis was a witness of the oath.
Acontius returned to Chios, con-
sumed by love for the girl, whom he
regarded as his betrothed. Cydippe’s
father, however, was preparing for
her engagement to a husband of his
choice, but Cydippe fell so suddenly
and seriously ill that the engagement
had to be postponed. The girl im-
mediately recovered, but three
times, at each attempt to arrange the
betrothal, her mysterious illness
returned. News of this reached
Acontius, who hurried to Athens
and  constantly asked about
Cydippe’s health, to the point where
he became the talk of the town.
People began to think that he had
bewitched the girl. Her father went
to consult the oracle at Delphi and
discovered that Cydippe was bound
by an oath and that she was punished
by the anger of Artemis each time
she was on the point of committing
perjury. Her father therefore made
enquiries about the family of Acon-
tius, which seemed to him to be en-
tirely suitable, and soon a happy
marriage rewarded the young man’s
trick. (See also HERMOCHARES.)

Acrisius (Axpioios) ABAS (2) was
the father of twin sons, PROETUS and
Acrisius (Table 7). The two children
fought each other while they were
still in their mother’s womb, and
their antagonism continued into
adulthood. They declared war on
each other to find out which of them
should succeed to the throne of
Argos, bequeathed to them by their
father at his death. It is said that
during this war round shields, which
were destined to be widely used in
warfare in antiquity, were first
invented. Eventually victory went to
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Acrisius, who expelled his brother;
the latter went to Lycia where he
married Anteia (see STHENEBOEA).
Her father, King Iobates, restored
Proetus to the Argolid and set him
up at Tiryns, which the cycrLopes
had fortified for him. At this point
the brothers decided to come to an
agreement whereby Acrisius reigned
at Argos and Proetus at Tiryns, thus
dividing the kingdom of the Argolid
into two equal parts.

Acrisius had a daughter, DANAE.
He wanted to have a son and con-
sulted the oracle, which told him
that his daughter would bear a son
who would kill him. In order to
thwart the prediction, Acrisius had
an underground room built of
bronze, where he kept Danae under
guard, but this did not prevent

‘Danae from being seduced. Some

think that Proetus was the culprit,
but most say that Zeus seduced her
in the form of a shower of gold
which fell through a crack in the
roof into her womb. When Acrisius
heard of this he put her and her baby
into a chest which he left to its fate
on the sea. The child was PERSEUS.
DICTYS rescued him from the beach
at Seriphos, where the tide had cast
him up. Later, Perseus wanted to see
his grandfather again and returned to
Argos. When Acrisius learned that
Perseus was preparing to come he
was afraid that the oracle would be
fulfilled and left for Larissa in the
land of the Pelasgians, at the furthest
point of Greece, equally far from
Seriphos and Argos. When he
arrived at Larissa he found that King
Teutamides was holding games and
that Perseus had come there to com-
pete. At the moment of Perseus
throwing the discus a violent wind
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sprang up and the discus struck Acri-
sius a fatal blow. Perseus, realizing
that the prediction had in spite of
everything come true, buried Acri-
sius outside the city and returned to
Argos.

Acron King of the Sabine town of
Caenina. After the rape of the
Sabines he took up arms against
ROMULUS. He accepted the latter’s
challenge and their duel took place
before the two armies. Acron was
killed by Romulus, who stripped
him of his armour and dedicated it to
Jupiter Feretrinus on the Capitol.
This was the origin of the ceremony
of the Spolia Opima.

Actaeon (Axralwv) ARISTEUS had a
son named Actaeon; he was brought
up by the Centaur cHIRON who
taught him the art of hunting. One
day Actaeon was devoured by his
own dogs on Mount Cithaeron.
There are differing accounts of his
death: some say that this was his
punishment from zeus for having
tried to rob him of the love of
SEMELE, but most authors ascribe it to
the wrath of the goddess ARTEMIS,
incensed at having been seen naked
by Actaeon when she was bathing.
She incited his hounds to fury and set
them on him. They ate him without
recognizing him, and then hunted
for him in wvain throughout the
forest. Finally their search brought
them to the cave where Chiron
lived, and he made a statue of
Actaeon to calm them.

Actor (Axrwp)

1. A Thessalian hero, sometimes
said to be the son of MYRMIDON and
Pisidice (3) and sometimes said to be

a Lapith, the son of Phorbas (1) and
Hyrmine. In the latter version Actor
was the father of Augias. The tradi-
tions about his descendants vary:
sometimes he is regarded as the
father of Menoetius (1), and the
grandfather of Patroclus, and some-
times as the father of the Molionidae
(see THALPIUS). Actor reigned at
Pherae in Thessaly, and Peleus came
to him when, having killed Phocus
(3), he was searching for someone to
purify him. Actor agreed to do so
and on his death bequeathed his
kingdom to Peleus. According to
this version of the legend, Actor had
a son, EURYTION (3).

2. A son of Hippasus. One of the
Argonauts.

Admete (‘Aduntn) A priestess of
Hera at Argos. One version of the
legend of the Amazons says that it
was for her that Heracles went to
fetch the girdle of the Amazon
queen. On the death of her father
Eurystheus, Admete fled to Samos,
taking Hera’s cult statue with her.
She discovered an ancient shrine of
the goddess, founded by the Leleges
and the Nymphs, and put the statue
there. The Argives commissioned
some pirates to search for the statue,
and, as the shrine in Samos had no
door, they easily removed it. How-
ever, when they tried to set sail and
were unable to cast off, they realized
that the goddess wanted to remain in
Samos, so they placed the cult statue
on the shore and offered a sacrifice to
her. When the Samians found the
statue abandoned on the shore by the
departing pirates, they assumed that
the goddess had come there of her
own accord. They bound the statue
in rushes, and when Admete arrived



she unfastened it, purified it, consec-
rated it afresh, and brought it back to
its temple. An annual fesstival was
instituted in which the Samians
carried the statue of Hera to the
shore and gave it offerings.

Pausanias claims that the Argive
statue of Hera was brought to Samos
not by Admete but by the Argo-
nauts.

Admetus (“4dunros) Son of Pheres,
founder of Pherae in Thessaly, and
Periclymene. He took part in the
Calydonian boar hunt and the Argo-
nauts’ expedition. He succeeded his
father as king, and fell in love with
Alcestis, the daughter of Pelias, who
would give his daughter only to a
man whose chariot was drawn by
wild beasts. Apollo, who was Adme-
tus’ drover at this time, harnessed a
lion and a wild boar for him. How-
ever, when Admetus failed to offer a
sacrifice to Artemis during the
wedding celebrations, she filled the
bridal chamber with snakes, and
Apollo had to appease her. Apollo
also asked the Fates that Admetus
should not die on the day fixed by
Destiny, if he found someone to take
his place. To do this Apollo made
the Fates drunk (or persuaded Arte-
mis). Admetus was unable to find
anyone to take his place except his
wife, who died on his behalf.
According to the tradition followed
by Euripides in his Alcestis, she was
saved by Heracles, who went down
to the Underworld, wrestled with
Thanatos, the god of Death, and
brought her back; another tradition
holds that Persephone returned her
spontaneously. Admetus had three
children: Eumelus, Perimele and
Hippasus (Table 6).
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Adonis (Adwvis) A Greek hero of
Syrian origin, Adonis is mentioned
by Hesiod, who considers him the
son of Phoenix (4) and Alphesiboea;
Apollodrous calls him a son of
Cinyras and Metharme, but the
generally accepted version is that
Smyrna (2) was impelled by Aphro-
dite to commit incest with her
father, Theias. With the help of her
nurse Hippolyta (2) she tricked
Theias and became pregnant, but
when Theias discovered the trick he
pursued her with a knife. The gods
changed Smyrna into a myrrh tree,
which later burst open, allowing the
child Adonis to emerge. Aphrodite,
moved by the child’s beauty, shel-
tered him and entrusted him to Per-
sephone. Persephone was so taken
with his beauty that she refused to
give him back. In some versions the
dispute was settled by Zeus, in others
by Calliope on Zeus’ behalf: Adonis
was to spend one third of each year
with each goddess and the remaining
third wherever he chose. He always
spent two thirds with Aphrodite.
However, at an early age he was
fatally wounded by a wild boar.

The reason often given for the
curse of Aphrodite upon Smyrna is
that Cenchreis the wife of Cinyras
(who here takes the place of Theias)
had offended the goddess by claim-
ing that her daughter was more
beautiful; Smyrna’s desire for an illi-
cit love was a punishment for this.
As soon as she realized the nature of
her passion, Smyrna wanted to hang
herself but her nurse advised her to
satisfy her love. Once incestuous
intercourse had taken place, the girl
hid herself in a forest where Aphro-
dite, taking pity on her victim,
changed her into a tree. Smyrna’s
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father struck the bark of the tree
with his sword, thus bringing the
baby Adonis into the world, but in
another version it was a wild boar
which freed the child from the tree
by opening it up with its tusks, thus
foretelling the young man’s death.
Hellenistic poets depicted Adonis as
having been brought up by the
Nymphs, hunting or leading his
flocks. The tragedy which led to his
death was sometimes said to have
been caused not by Artemis but by
the jealousy of Ares, Aphrodite’s
lover, or by the vengeance of Apollo
on Aphrodite, who had blinded
ERYMANTHUS (1), the god’s son,
because he had seen her bathing
naked.

The Adonis legend is set some-
times on Mount Idalion, sometimes
in Lebanon. A river called the Ado-
nis flowed through Byblos, and its
waters coloured red every year on
the day when the death of Adonis
was celebrated.

The story of Adonis provides a
basis for myths such as that of the
origin of myrrh (the tears of
Smyrna) and that of the red rose,
which was originally white. As Aph-
rodite ran to Adonis’ assistance she
pricked her foot on a thorn and the
flowers dedicated to him were
coloured by her blood. Anemones
too were said to be born of the blood
of the wounded Adonis. The poet
Bion tells that the goddess shed as
many tears as Adonis shed drops of
blood; from each tear sprang a rose,
and from each drop of blood an
anemone.

In honour of Adonis, Aphrodite
established a funeral feast, celebrated
each spring by the followers of his
cult. They nurtured green plants,

called ‘gardens of Adonis’, which
grew unnaturally quickly and died
equally rapidly, thus symbolizing
the fate of Adonis, for which the
women uttered ritual laments.
Adonis is found depicted on
Etruscan mirrors, and his cult spread
throughout the  Mediterranean
world in the Hellenistic period.

Adrastus (A8pactos) An Argive
king, leader of the Seven against
Thebes. During a riot Amphiaraus
killed Talaus, Adrastus’ father,
wherupon Adrastus fled to Sicyon,
whose king, Polybus (2), died with-
out male children and left him the
kingdom. Adrastus then made peace
with Amphiaraus, to whom he gave
the hand of his sister ERIPHYLE, and
returned to the throne of Argos.
There, Polynices, forced to leave
Thebes by Eteocles, and TYDEUS,
exiled by his father, Oeneus, because
of a murder, appeared together to
seek asylum. They quarrelled and
awoke Adrastus, who, realizing that
they fought like lion and wild boar
(or perhaps seeing the two animals
depicted on their armour), remem-
bered an oracle that he would marry
his daughters to a lion and a wild
boar: he gave Argia to Polynices,
and Deipyle to Tydeus.

Adrastus’ promise to restore the
heroes to their rights in their coun-
tries was the start of the expedition
of the Seven against Thebes. The
seven chiefs were: Adrastus (their
leader), Amphiaraus, Capaneus,
Hippomedon, Parthenopaeus, Poly-
nices and Tydeus. They stopped at
Nemea, where they instituted the
Nemean Games in honour of
Opheltes (see AMPHIARAUS), then
pressed on to Thebes where, after an



initial success, their whole army was
exterminated. Adrastus  alone
escaped on his horse, Areion. One
tradition holds that after this Adras-
tus persuaded the Thebans to hand
over the bodies of the dead, another
that he fled to Athens, whose king,
Theseus, regained the bodies by
force and buried them at Eleusis.

Ten years later Adrastus under-
took a fresh war against Thebes with
the EPIGONI, the sons of those who
had died in the earlier venture. They
were successful, but Adrastus’ son
Aegialeus was killed by Laodamas,
son of Eteocles. The aged Adrastus
died of grief at Megara. Hyginus
relates, however, that, in obedience
to an oracle of Apollo, he cast him-
self into a fire.

Adrastus had six children by his
wife, Amphithea. His four daughters
Argia, Hippodamia (2), Deipyle and
Aegiale married Polynices, Pirith-
ous, Tydeus and Diomedes (2) re-
spectively.

Aeacus (Aidxds) Son of Zeus and
the Nymph Aegina. He was born on
the island of Oenone. Aeacus wanted
some companions, so Zeus changed
the numerous ants on the island into
human beings. The people were
named Myrmidons by Aeacus, from
the Greek (udpuné) meaning ‘ant’.
Aecus subsequently married Endeis
and fathered Telamon and Peleus
(see also CYCHREUS). Some writers,
however, cite only Peleus as the son
of Aeacus.

Later, Aeacus had a son by the
Nereid Psamathe (1). Psamathe had
turned herself into a seal to escape
from Aeacus, but this was to no
avail, and the resulting son was

called Phocus (3), which recalled his

AECHMAGORAS 15

mother’s metamorphosis (Greek
by = ‘seal’). The son was excep-
tionally athletic and this made his
two brothers, Peleus and Telamon,
so envious that they killed him by
throwing a discus at his head. When
Aecacus discovered this he exiled his
sons. Such integrity resulted in his
being chosen out of all the Greeks to
pray to Zeus at a time when fields
were barren as a result of Zeus being
angry with Pelops for dismembering
STYMPHALUS. Aeacus succeeded in
placating Zeus.

After his death, Aeacus judged the
spirits of the dead in the Under-
world, although this belief is com-
paratively late: Plato is the first
source to cite Aeacus in this context.
Another legend claims that Aeacus
took part in building the walls of
Troy together with Apollo and
Poseidon. After the walls had been
built, three serpents climbed up
them. When two.of-the- serpents
approached the sections built by the
two gods, they died but the third
was able to slide over the section
built by Aeacus. Apollo interpreted
this as forecasting that Troy would
be taken twice, first by a son of
Aeacus' (meaning the capture by
Heracles — see HERACLES, 1) and
secondly, three generations later, by
NEOPTOLEMUS, the great-grandson of
Aeacus.

Aechmagoras (Aiyuaydpas) Phialo,
the daughter of Alcimedon of Arca-
dia, had a son, Aechmagoras by Her-
acles. Alcimedon told his daughter
to expose him to die, and abandoned
them both on a mountain. A nearby
jay heard the infant’s cries and tried
to imitate them. Heracles heard
echoes of the jay’s cries, came to the
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place and saved his lover and his son.
A neighbouring spring took the
name of Cissa (‘the spring of the

jay’).

Aedon (Andav) In the Odyssey,
Aedon envied the number of chil-
dren born to her sister-in-law NIOBE
(2). She tried to kill Niobe’s eldest
son, Amaleus, in his sleep, but by
mistake she killed her own son, Ity-
lus. In her grief she begged the gods’
pity and they transformed her into a
nightingale (an8dv in Greek). In an
alternative legend about the night-
ingale Aedon was the wife of the
artist Polytechnus. They had a son,
Irys. In their good fortune they
boasted that they were more closely
united than Hera and Zeus, where-
upon Hera punished them by filling
them with the desire to outdo each
other. Both set to work, he building
a chariot, she weaving, the first to
complete their task having to give
the other a serving-maid. With the
help of Hera, Aedon won.

The resentful Polytechnus went to
Ephesus and asked his father-in-law
to allow him to take Chelidon,
Aedon’s sister, to stay with her. On
the journey he raped her, gave her
the clothes of a slave, cut off her hair
and threatened her with death if she
told her sister who she was. On his
return, he gave Chelidon to Aedon
as a serving-maid. One day when she
was lamenting her misfortunes,
Aedon overheard and recognized
her and they resolved to take re-
venge. They killed Itys, served his
body on a dish to his father, and fled.
Polytechnus, learning the nature of
the food he had eaten, left in pursuit
but was stopped by the servants of
Pandareus, the girls’ father, who by

now knew the whole story. Poly-
technus was arrested, smeared all
over with honey and laid out in a
meadow. Plagued by flies, he
aroused the pity of Aedon, who
drove off the flies. Her brothers and
sisters, enraged by this, wanted to
kill her, but Zeus took pity on the
family and changed them all into
birds, Pandareus into a sea-eagle,
Polytechnus into a green wood-
pecker, Aedon into a nightingale,
and Chelidon into a swallow
(xeAidwv in Greek).

Acetes (Ainrys) The son of Helios
and Perseis. He was given the king-
dom of Corinth by his father but
soon left for Colchis on the coast of
the Black Sea. His sisters were Circe
and Pasiphae. The traditions about
the name of Aeetes’ wife, Eurylyte,
vary: she has been named as the
Nereid Neaera, Idyia and Hecate (see
MEDEA).

Acetes ruled over Aea in Colchis
and his capital was the town of
Phasis. When PpHRIXUS arrived at
Colchis, on a ram with a golden
fleece, he was welcomed by the king,
who gave him in marriage his
daughter Chalciope (2). Phrixus sac-
rificed the ram to Zeus and gave the
fleece to Acetes, who nailed it to an
oak tree in a wood dedicated to Ares.
Jason, being ordered by Pelias to
bring him the Golden Fleece, went
with his companions in search of it
(see ARGONAUTS), and the king pro-
mised them the fleece provided that
Jason succeeded in accomplishing
various feats, thinking by this means
to get rid of him. But when Jason
succeeded in overcoming the tests
which were set him, Aeetes refused
to let him have the fleece and tried to



burn the Argo. Jason took the fleece
by force and fled, taking Aecetes’
daughter Medea with him. Aecetes
pursued them, but Medea killed and
dismembered her brother Apsyrtus,
scattering the limbs on the sea, and
Acetes, by waiting to gather them
up, allowed Jason to escape. At a
later date Aeetes is said to have been
dethroned by his brother Perses, and
restored to his rights by Medea, who
had returned without being recog-
nized.

Aegaeon (Alyaiwv) One of the
HECATONCHEIRES was called Briareus
by the gods and Aegaeon by
mortals. Together with his brothers
he fought with the Olympians
against the Titans. Sometimes he is
one of the warders of the Titans in
their underground prison, and some-
times it is said that Poseidon re-
warded him for his courage by
giving him the hand of his daughter
Cympolea and exempting him from
keeping guard over the Titans.
When Hera, Athena and Poseidon
wanted to put Zeus in chains, it was
to Aegaeon that Thetis turned for
help, and fear of his prodigious
strength was enough to deter them.
However, a variant tradition claims
that this faithful friend of Zeus was
an ally of the Titans, with whom he
fought against the Olympians.

Aegestes (Aiyéorns)

1. The son of the Sicilian river-god
Crimisus and a Trojan woman
named Aegesta or Segesta, who
received Aeneas and the Trojans on
Sicily. There are a number of ex-
planations of how she first arrived in
Sicily. According to Servius, after
Laomedon refused to pay Apollo
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and Poseidon for building the wall
around Troy, the gods inflicted cala-
mities on the country: Poseidon sent
a sea-monster and Apollo caused a
plague, and said that, to end the epi-
demic, the youngest generation of
noble families must be given up to
feed the monster. Many Trojans sent
their offspring abroad, and Aegesta
was evacuated to Sicily. There
Crimisus coupled with her in the
shape of a dog or a bear, and she
gave birth to Aegestes who founded
the town of Aegesta or Segesta.
According to Lycophron, Aegesta
was the daughter of Phoenodamas,
who advised his fellow-Trojans to
give Hesione (3), the daughter of
Laomedon, to the monster. In re-
venge Laomedon gave Phoenoda-
mas’ daughters to some sailors with
instructions that they should be left
out in the open in Sicily where the
wild beasts could eat them. Thanks
to Aphrodite the girls escaped.
Aegesta married Crimisus. In this
version, her son, Segestes, founded
the towns of Segesta, Eryx and
Entella. According to one tradition
Aegesta returned to Troy where she
married Capys (1) and gave birth to
Anchises. According to Dionysius of
Halicarnassus, a grandfather of
Aegesta who quarrelled with Lao-
medon was put to death by him, to-
gether with all the male members of
his family. Laomedon was reluctant
to have the females killed, and gave
them to merchants. A young Trojan
followed them to Sicily; there he
married one of them and fathered
Aegestes. After Troy was attacked,
Aegestes returned to defend it, but
when the city was lost he went back
to Sicily, taking Elymus with him.
Strabo says that the companions of
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Philoctetes helped him to found
Segesta.

2. A priest at Lanuvium. After the
founding of the city of Alba the
images of the Penates kept returning
to Lanuvium. Aegestes was sent
from Alba to Lanuvium to practise
the worship of the Penates at the
place where the gods wished to
remain.

Aegeus (Alyeds) A king of Athens
and father of Theseus. He was the
son of Pandion (2). Pandion was
forced to leave Athens for Megara
where he ultimately became King.
At Megara, Pandion’s four sons,
Aegeus, Pallas (7), Nisus and Lycus
(6) were born. After Pandion’s death
his sons marched on Athens and
regained power, Aegeus exercising
the largest share. Another tradition
makes Aegeus only the adopted son
of Pandion; this lay behind the argu-
ment between the descendants of
Pallas and those of Theseus, the legi~
timacy of whose power was dis-
puted.

Aegeus married first Meta and
then Chalciope (3), but he was
unable to have a child, a fact which
he put down to the anger of APHRO-
pITE Urania, whose cult he intro-
duced into Athens. Then he sought
the advice of the Delphic oracle,
which replied as follows: ‘Do not,
thou most excellent of men, unloose
the opening which causes wine to
gush out from the wine bottle before
you have reached the highest point
in the city of Athens.” Aegeus went
out of his way to consult Pittheus,
the king of Troezen. Pittheus under-
stood the oracle and made haste to
make Aegeus drunk and to leave
him with his own daughter Aethra.

When he left, Aegeus instructed
Aethra that should she give birth to a
son she must not tell him the name
of his father, but he left his sandals
and his sword under a rock, saying
that when the child was big enough
to move the rock he would have the
means to trace his father. The child
Wwas THESEUS.

Medea promised Aegeus that if he
married her his sterility would end.
He did so and she gave him a son,
Medus (1). When Theseus returned
to Athens, Medea tried to poison
him, but Aegeus recognized the boy
and drove Medea out. Theseus
arrived just in time; the sons of Pallas
were in revolt against Aegeus and
were trying to dethrone him, but
they were crushed by Theseus.

Aegeus was responsible for the
death of ANDROGEOS, as a result of
which Minos invaded Attica, impos-
ing the annual tribute of young men
and young girls which gave rise to
Theseus’ expedition against the
Minotaur. Theseus promised to
change the sails of his ship from
black to white if he returned victori-
ous, but forgot to do so. Aegeus, led
to believe that his son was dead,
threw himself into the sea, which
ever since has been called the Aegean
Sea after him.

Aegialea (AlyudAeta) The daughter
of Adrastus, she married Diomedes
(2), who shortly afterwards left to
fight against Thebes and Troy.
Aegiale remained faithful to him for
a long time but later had intrigues
with various heroes including Com-
etes (1). One explanation for this is
that Aphrodite, who was wounded
by Diomedes at Troy, sought her re-
venge by inplanting uncontrollable



passions in Aegiale: alternatively,
Aegiale’s behaviour was attributed
to the slanders of Nauplius (2), who,
to avenge the stoning of his son Pala-
medes, went from town to town
saying that the husbands were pre-
paring to bring back from Troy con-
cubines who would take the places
of their legitimate wives.

When Diomedes returned from
Troy he had to extricate himself
from the traps set for him by Aegiale
and her lover, and escaped to
Hesperia.

Aegimius (Alyyuds) The son of
Dorus, the mythical ancestor of the
Dorians, to whom he gave a legal
system. When the Dorians were
driven out by the Lapiths, Aegimius
appealed to Heracles, whose assist-
ance ensured their victory. Aegimius
adopted Hyllus, Heracles’ son, and
gave him an equal share of the
country with his own sons, Dymas
and Pamphylus, after whom the
three Dorian tribes, Hylleans,
Dymanes and Pamphylians, were
named.

Aegina (Aiywa) The daughter of
the river-god Asopus. She was
abducted by Zeus. Her father looked
all over Greece for her and dis-
covered the truth from sisypHUS.
Asopus gave him the Spring of
Pirene as a reward but Sisyphus later
paid for this treachery in the Under-
world. When Asopus returned to his
original bed Zeus struck him with
lightning, and later still, lumps of
coal could be found on the river bed.
Zeus took Aegina to the island of
Oenone and fathered Aeacus. The
island subsequently took her name.
Later Aegina went to Thessaly,
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where she married Actor and gave
birth to Menoetius (1).

Aegisthus (Aiy.sbos) The son of
Thyestes and his daughter Pelopia
(1) (Table 2). Thyestes was banished
and his sons killed by his brother
Atreus, but an oracle told him that
he would find an avenger in the
form of a son by his own daughter.
Accordingly he raped Pelopia by
night. Then he disappeared, but
during the rape Pelopia stole his
sword. Later, Atreus married Pelo-
pia without knowing who she was.
Pelopia abandoned Aegisthus at
birth, but Atreus discovered the
child among shepherds who had
taken him in and fed him with goat’s
milk (the source of his name, since
atf means ‘goat’). When he became a
young man Atreus told him to go to
Delphi, capture Thyestes and bring
him back. (Another version of this
story says that Agamemnon and
Menelaus, Atreus’ two sons by
Aerope (1), were charged with this
mission.) Aegisthus brought back
Thyestes and was ordered to kill
him. Aegisthus was wearing a sword
which Pelopia had given him, the
same sword which had been stolen
on the night of the rape. Thyestes
learned of this, begged for Pelopia to
be summoned, and then disclosed
the secret of Aegisthus’ birth. Pelo-
pia seized the sword and stabbed her-
self; Aegisthus pulled it out, went to
find Atreus, who thought that his
brother was already dead, killed him
and thereafter ruled jointly with
Thyestes at Mycenae.

When Agamemnon and Menelaus
were at Troy, Aegisthus seduced
Clytemnestra and lived with her.
When Agamemnon returned, he
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was received with great demonstra-
tions of friendship and happiness. A
great feast was prepared for him,
during which he was murdered by
Clytemnestra.  Aegisthus  sub-
sequently reigned for seven more
years over Mycenae before he was
killed by Orestes, Agamemnon’s
son. Aegisthus had two children,
Aletes (2) and Erigone (2).

Aegyptus (Aiyvmros) The eponym
of Egypt, the son of Belus (Table 3).
He had a brother panaus. Belus
established Danaus in Libya and gave
Arabia to Aegyptus, who also con-
quered the land of the Melampodes
(meaning, literally, ‘black feet’)
which he renamed Egypt. Aegyptus
had fifty sons, and his brother
Danaus had fifty daughters (see
DANAIDES). The brothers quarrelled
and Danaus fled to Argos. Aegyptus’
sons went to meet Danaus there and
asked permission for his daughters to
marry them; Danaus agreed, but on
the eve of this marriage he contrived
for all the sons to be killed by their
intended wives, with the exception
of Lynceus (1) who was spared by
Hypermestra (1). Aegyptus, his sons
all dead, became afraid of his brother
and he retired to Aroe, where he

died.

Aeneas (Aivelas) A Trojan hero,
the son of Anchises and Aphrodite
(Table 4). For the circumstances of
his birth, see ANCHISES. Aeneas was
initially brought up in the moun-
tains; when he was five he was taken
to the city by his father and entrusted
to his brother-in-law Alcathus, who
took charge of his education. Later
Aeneas stood out as the bravest of
the Trojans after Hector. He was not

a member of the reigning house, but
when Aphrodite revealed her iden-
tity to Anchises, after he had coupled
with her, she said: ‘You will have a
son, who will rule over the Trojans,
and sons will be born to his sons, and
so on for all eternity.’

In the Trojan War Aeneas
encountered Achilles during raids on
Mount Ida, but Aeneas was driven to
Lyrnessos, where he was rescued by
Zeus when Achilles sacked the city.
Aeneas was also wounded by Dio-
medes (2): in trying to save him
Aphrodite was herself wounded, but
Apollo hid Aeneas in a cloud and
removed him from the battlefield.
He later returned to slay Crethon
and Orsilochus, attack the Achaean
camp, confront Idomeneus, kill a
large number of Greeks, and fight at
Hector’s side when the latter put the
Achaeans to flight. He was among
those fighting around Patroclus’
body, and again fought with
Achilles: Aeneas was saved by Posei-
don, who caused a mist to rise before
Achilles’ eyes, removed the spear
which was stuck in Aeneas’ shield,
and transported the hero behind his
own lines. Poseidon’s motive in sav-
ing a Trojan was that he had remem-
bered Aphrodite’s prophecy that
Aeneas would one day rule over the
Trojans, and that his descendants
would keep this position of supre-
macy; it was also perhaps that
Aeneas was not one of the imme-
diate descendants of Laomedon, but
was directly linked with Tros,
through Anchises, Capys and Assar-
acus (see Table 4, POSEIDON and
LAOMEDON). Thus Homer’s Aeneas
was a hero protected by the gods
(whom he obeyed with due respect)
and-destined for a great role: in him



lay the future of the Trojan race.
These elements were combined by
Virgil in his Aeneid.

After the death of Hector, Aeneas
assumed his role in the defence of the
city, and after the fall of Troy his im-
portance increased still further.
Following the death of LAocooN, he
realized that the fall of the city was
imminent, and made his escape with
Anchises, Creusa (4) and his son
Ascanius. One version of the legend
claimed that Aeneas was taken by
surprise by the Greek attack on the
city and made his escape with old
Anchises on his back and Ascanius in
his arms, carrying the PENATES and
the paLLADIUM. He then withdrew to
Mount Ida where he gathered to-
gether the surviving Trojans and
founded another city over which he
reigned, thus fulfilling the prediction
of Aphrodite — who, it was said, had
instigated the Trojan War to strip
Priam of the throne and give it to
her own descendants.

The story which formed the basis
for Virgil’'s Aeneid was that of
Aeneas’ travels. After a short stay on
Mount Ida (see oxyNIUS), he left for
Hesperia. He called at Samothrace,
Thrace, Macedonia, Crete (via
Delos), Cythera, Laconia and Arca-
dia; from there he went to Zacyn-
thus, Leucas, Epirus, and finally
reached southern Italy. He then
sailed round Sicily, avoiding scyrLa
(1) and cHARYBDIS, and stopped at
Drepanum, where Anchises died.
When he set sail again a storm drove
him to Carthage (see pIpo). From
there he resumed his journey at the
order of the gods, who did not want
him peacefully to establish himself in
the city destined to be Rome’s
enemy, and landed at Cumae, the
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scene of his visit to the siByL and his
descent into the Underworld. After
leaving Cumae he landed for the
burial of his old nurse at Caieta,
which was named in her honour,
avoided Circe’s island, and finally
reached -the mouth of the Tiber,
where he became embroiled in a
series of battles with the Rutuli.
Aeneas went up the Tiber to Pallan-
teum, which was later to become the
site of the city of Rome (the Pala-
tine), and there sought an alliance
with King Evander (3), a one-time
guest of Anchises. Evander wel-
comed Aeneas and sent a body of
troops to his aid, led by his own son
Pallas (4). On Evander’s advice
Aeneas went to Agylla, in Etruria, to
incite the subjects of King Mezentius
to rebel, but in his absence the troops
of Turnus, the Rutulian king,
attacked the Trojan camp. Only
Aeneas’ timely arrival with the allied
troops reversed the situation. Aeneas
ultimately killed Turnus in single
combat.

Virgil’s Aeneid ends with the
death of Turnus and does not dir-
ectly mention later events recorded
by the historians — the founding of
Lavinium, struggles against local
tribes, the disappearance of Aeneas in
a storm. In these traditions the
founder of Rome was ROMULUS;
Aeneas’ son Ascanius (or IULUS)
founded Alba Longa. For versions of
the legend before Virgil, see LATINUS.
Some traditions make Aeneas the
direct founder of Rome (see
ODYSSEUS, 1vV); others give him four
sons — Ascanius, Euryleon, Romulus
and REMUS.

Virgil’s version set the tradition
for all later writers. The legend of
Aeneas gave Rome the stamp of res-
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pectability by tracing its founders’
race back to the beginnings of his-
tory, and attributing divine ancestors
(Zeus and Aphrodite) to it. Further-
more, Rome’s grandeur seemed to
have been foretold by Homer him-
self.

Aeolia (AloAia)

1. In the Odyssey the island of
Aeolia is the home of Aeolus (2), the
Lord of the Winds. It was a rocky
floating island, surrounded by a wall
of bronze. It was sometimes identi-
fied as the island of Strongyle
(today’s Stromboli), and sometimes
as the island of Lipari.

2. The daughter of Amythaon and
wife of Calydon (1) (Table 1).

Aeolus (AioAos)

1. The son of Hellen and Orseis
(Table s). His descendants became
known as the Aeolians. Aeolus was
king of Magnesia, in Thessaly. He
married Enarete, by whom he had
seven sons and five daughters (Table
s). This Aeolus was sometimes iden-
tified with the Lord of the Winds,
but this title is more often given to
Aeolus (2). Aeolus played a part in
the tragic affair of his daughter
CANACE with Macareus (1).

2. The grandson of Aeolus (1). His
mother was Arne, or, in the tradition
followed by Euripides in two lost
tragedies, Melanippe (1). Melanippe
(or Arne) had twins, Aeolus and
Boeotus, by Poseidon. At their birth
Melanippe’s father blinded and
imprisoned her, and ordered the
twins to be exposed. A cow fed them
with its milk until some shepherds
took them in. Now King Metapon-
tus, being unable to have a child by
his wife Theano (2), had threatened

to divorce her. She asked the shep-
herds to provide her with infants
which she could pass off as her own,
and they gave her Aeolus and Boeo-
tus. Theano convinced Metapontus
that they were his sons, but when she
herself bore twin sons she became
anxious to get rid of the strangers
and she told her sons the secret of
Aeolus and Boeotus’ birth. The four
youths fought, and with Poseidon’s
help Aeolus and Boeotus killed
Theano’s sons and fled to the shep-
herds who had taken them in. Posei-
don then told them that he was their
father and that their mother was still
a prisoner, whereupon they hastened
to her rescue. Poseidon restored her
sight, and her sons took her back to
Metapontum, where they revealed
Theano’s crimes to King Metapon-
tus. The king married Melanippe,
and the young men left to found
cities abroad.

In other versions of the myth,
Arne/Melanippe, pregnant by Posei-
don, was not imprisoned but handed
over to an inhabitant of Metapon-
tum who subsequently adopted the
two children, Aeolus and Boeotus.
When they grew up they seized the
throne of Metapontum, slew their
adoptive father’s wife (Autolyta or
siris), and fled, Boeotus to Aeolis,
later known as Thessaly, Aeolus to
the Aeolian Islands, where he was
welcomed by King Liparus, who
gave him both his daughter Cyane
(1) in marriage and his throne.
Aeolus and Cyane had six sons:
Astyochus, Xuthus, Androcles,
Pheraemon, locastus and Agathyr-
nus.

Aeolus (2) was often identified
with Aeolus the Lord of the Winds
(see 1 above). In the Odyssey he



received Odysseus on his island, and
when Odysseus left he gave him an
oxhide bottle containing all the
winds except the one which would
take him back to Ithaca. But Odys-
seus’ companions opened the bottle
while he was asleep, so the winds
escaped, causing a storm which
drove the ship back to Aeolia, where
Aeolus, regarding Odysseus as the
victim of divine wrath, drove him
away.

Aepytus (Aimvros) ,
1. An Arcadian who attempted to
force his way into the temple of
Poseidon at Mantinea where he was
blinded by the god and died.

2. The great-grandson of Cres-
phontes and Aepytus (1), son of
Merope (2). During a riot his father
and his brothers were killed. Aepy-
tus managed to escape and took
refuge with his grandfather Cypse-
lus. When he had grown up he
returned with the help of the sons of
Aristodemus and Isthmius, and slew
Polyphontes, the leader of the riot,
who, after the death of Cresphontes,
had forcibly taken MEROPE (2) as his
wife. Aepytus freed his mother and
reigned over the country. His repu-
tation for virtue and wisdom was so
great that his descendants, who till

then had called themselves the
Heraclids, were given the name of
Aepytidae.

3. The son of Elatus (1) or, in some
versions, of Arcas. He ruled over the
whole of Arcadia. He was bitten by a
snake while hunting and died. His
tomb was not far from Mount Cyl-
lene. He brought up as his daughter
Evadne (1), the daughter of Posei-
don, whom Pitane (1) had entrusted
to him.
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Aerope (‘Aepdmy)
1. A daughter of Catreus. An
oracle had told Catreus that he
would die at the hands of one of his
children, so he gave Aerope and her
sister Clymene (4) to the traveller
Nauplius (2), who took them to
Argos. There Aerope married
Atreus and gave birth to Agamem-
non and Menelaus (Table 2). She was
seduced by her brother-in-law,
Thyestes, causing the feud between
the two brothers. ATREUS kept his
throne, however, and punished
Aerope by throwing her into the sea.
Sophocles says that Catreus gave
Aerope to Nauplius with orders to
drown her because she had had an
affair with a slave. Another tradition
holds that Aerope married Pleis~
thenes, king of Argos. It has also
been suggested that Atreus was
either the son or the father of Pleis-
thenes, and that Aerope married
Pleisthenes first and Atreus after his
death. :
2. A daughter of Cepheus (1), who
was loved by Ares and died while
giving birth to a son. But Ares
ensured that the child could continue
to suck at his mother’s breast.

Aesacus (Aisaxos) The son of
Priam and Arisbe, and grandson of
Merops, from whom he inherited
the gift of interpreting dreams (see
ciLLA and PARIS). Aesacus’ wife died
from a snake-bite, and he threw
himself into the sea. In pity Thetis
changed him into a bird.

Aesculapius See ASCLEPIUS.
Aeson (Aiswv) A son of Cretheus

(Tables 1 and 6). By marrying Poly-
mede he became the great-uncle of
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Odpysseus, though other traditions
made him marry  Alcimede,
daughter of Phylacus. He was half-
brother to Pelias and the father of
Jason. Pelias robbed him of his king-
dom of Iolcos and sent Jason to win
the Golden Fleece. During Jason's
absence Pelias forced Aeson to
commit suicide; Aeson poisoned
himself with bull’s blood. In Ovid’s
version Aeson saw Jason again and
was restored to youth by Medea’s
magic.

Aethalides (Al0aAidns) An excel-
lent archer who took part in the
Argonauts’ expedition, in which he
acted as herald. He had inherited
from his father Hermes an excep-
tionally good memory, which he
retained even after his death. More-
over he did not always stay among
the dead but came back to live
among men for short periods.

Aether (Aif7p) The personification
of the upper sky, where the light is
clearer than it is in the lower levels
nearer the earth. According to
Hesiod Aether was the son of Erebus
and Nyx and the brother of Hemera.
According to other traditions, when
united with Day he begot not only
Earth, Sky and Sea, but a number of
abstract qualities, among them Grief,
Anger and Falsehood, as well as
Oceanus, Themis, Tartarus, Briar-
eus, Gyges (1), Steropes, Atlas,
Hyperion, Saturn, Ops, Moreta,
Dione and the Three Furies. Accord-
ing to Cicero, Aether was the father
of Jupiter and Caelus and grand-
father of the Sun.

Aethra (Aifpa)  Daughter  of
Pittheus, king of Troezen, and the
mother of Theseus (Table 2).

Aethra was first wooed by Beller-
ophon. But when AEGEUS arrived at
Troezen from Delphi, Pittheus
arranged to bring together his
daughter and his guest without the
latter’s knowledge. From their union
Theseus was born. It is also said that
on the eve of the day on which
Aegeus was to arrive Athena
inspired Aethra in a dream to go to a
neighbouring island and offer a sacri-
fice to the hero Sphaerus. There she
was raped by Poseidon. The same
night she slept with Aegeus, so that
Theseus could pass as the son of both
god and man.

When Aegeus returned to Athens,
Aethra remained at Troezen where
she brought up Theseus. Later,
having become king of Athens, The-
seus entrusted to his mother the care
of Helen, whom he had abducted.
The girl’s brothers, the Dioscuri,
came to rescue her and took Aethra
prisoner. She followed Helen to
Troy as a slave, and some authors
hold that she advised Helen to leave
Menelaus and follow Paris. When
the city was taken she was recog-
nized by her grandsons Demophon
(2) and Acamas (3), who secured her
release.

It is said that at the death of The-
seus, Aethra killed herself for grief.

Aetna (Airvy) Aetna, whose name
eventually became that of the vol-
cano Etna, was the daughter of Ura-
nus and Gaia or, by some accounts,
of Briareus. When Hephaestus and
Demeter were quarrelling over the
ownership of Sicily (land of volca-
noes and corn) Aetna stepped in to
act as arbitrator. She is sometimes
regarded as the mother of the Palici.

Aetolus (Airwlds) A king of Elis,



son of Endymion. To decide which
of his sons should succeed him,
Endymion made them run a race at
Olympia. Epeius (1) won, but Aeto-
lus later succeeded to the throne on
his brother’s death. At some funeral
games Aetolus accidentally ran over
Apis in his chariot and killed him.
He went into exile and was hospita-
bly received at the mouth of the
River Achelous by Dorus (2), Lao-
docus and Polypoetes (1). However,
he killed them, seized the throne,
drove out the Curetes, and called the
land Aetolia. He married Pronoe,
daughter of Phorbas, who bore him
Pleuron and Calydon.

Agamedes (Ayauijdns) A mythical
architect whose son by Epicaste,
Cercyon (2), and stepson Tropho-
nius were equally talented architects.
The marriage chamber of Alcmene
at Thebes and the temples of Apollo
at Delphi and of Poseidon at Manti-
nea are all attributed to them. Aga-
medes and Trophonius also built a
treasury for King Hyrieus, in which
they placed a stone that could easily
be rem