


HOW Bla IS BIG?



For my children

SS.

To Mom and Cookie

-F4.

Text copyright © 1999 by Stephen Strauss

Mustrations copyright © 1999 by Eugenie, Henry, Kim, and Matthew Fernandes

All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyrights hereon may be
reproduced or used in any form or by any means—graphic, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, taping or information storage and retrieval sys-
tems—without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Strauss, Stephen, 1943-
How big is big? / by Stephen Strauss; illustrated by the Fernandes Four.
p. cm.
Summary: Poetry and facts offer a look at the relativity of measurement terms, such as
big and small, fast and slow, deep and high.
ISBN 0-7613-1664-7 (lib. bdg.)
1. Size perception—Juvenile literature. 2. Size judgment—Juvenile literature.
[1. Measurement.] I.Fernandes Four.
1L Title.
BF299.55575 1999
153752—dc21 99-14774 CIP

Published in the United States by

The Millbrook Press, Inc.

2 Old New Milford Road

Brookfield, Connecticut 06804

Visit us at our Web site - http://www.millbrookpress.com
Simultaneously published in Canada 1999 by Key Porter Books
All rights reserved

Printed in Italy

Cover design by Kathryn Moore

54321



HOW Bl& |

1G?

STEFHEN STRAUSS - THE FERNANDES 4

The Millbrook Press Brookfield, Comnmecticut






OW Bl& IS Bl&?
H

How blg 18 blg??
A super fat plg?.
: iant e tO? consume,
: Craper pOta . 1 no one ¢can
S ig something
bigness -

151@ hgow many ocean

l .
Yit into the moon

dust parrfc."e is
O Smay that You py¢
en of‘them on top of ope
nothe; they Woulg i
he aboyy . s
dime

L?
SMALL IS SMAL
HOW

How small is smaﬁg

ing minus-feet taﬁ

Something oint of a pznc; ?

TIII;_ 1i)ine on a StenCll;

: o See,

's quite hard ¢ .
is semething t‘}llit jhglz‘luff i thzj;
No, smallness jlthc i

An



HOW SLOW IS SLOWY

How slow is slow?

As we all know,

A snail in a hurry

Will never scurry,

But glide at the pace

Of a drop of melasses
That drips off your face.
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HOW FAST 1S FAST?

How fast is fast?

I'm glad that you asked.
To walk on water,

You oughta oughta

Use all o’ your might,
And double the Speed
Of a motorbike.










HOW HIGH IS HIGH?

How high is high?

Wcll, how high 13 the Sky?

I'll say it out loud:

I¢'s higher than a cloud,

It's where the air plays pzek—a—boo,
Changing nighttime's black

To daytime's blue.
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HOW DEEF IS DEEFP?

How dzzp 18 dzep?

No, I don't mean dch Slecp,

And [ don't mean a well,

or a deep prisen cell;

But rather imagine the fishies' commotion
If a kld ever w‘alkzd

On tha bot(om of thz ocean.




HOW LIaHT IS LIGHT?

How light is light?

Well, there's light as a kite...

And do you know whzthcr

That's ten times a feather?

But, oh—1 think there's been some mistake!
Yor both weigh much mere

Than a single snowflake.
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HOW HEAVY
S HEAVY?

How heavy is heavy?

Asked a boy named Levy,

Who decided to buy a dinesaur,

But couldn't carry 1t out of the store.

So he left instead with a lovely toy lion,

Whose we ight, while great,
He could lift «without try'n.

ppsaut

oo and

d poo [
psl lon

The largest di
weighed petween 1o
75000 puumls. (50,000 an
o 1 while thelars

'||'|f|'|'l'|-5 .
kilog weighed i at only
90 \bs (373 kgl






(eeanis 13,300

e Pad ific
fometers

,}'.i'll_'l ki
pretches hotween {ndkon esia

andl &
asl of Co

fpmbia

and the cas
couth Amel jca




gow wide is wide?
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HOW OLD IS OLD?

How old is 0ld?

I have been told

That turtles live long

And trees linger’ on,

But if true oldness you want to convey,
Then try wishing an amoepa

A happy birthday.
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Congider King Keng,

The movie gor’illa,

Whose death was a thrilla.

But even old Kong was monstrously feeple
When compared

To the mighty rhinoceros beetle.
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HOW LONG 1S LONG?

How long is leng?
You’ll be long gone
Once the sun
Ceases to run,
And the enly light
Is endless, endless,
Starry night.
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How brief is briz'f ?
Well, it's my be.llzf
That «when you bl:'mll;),
Or slyly wink,

The time that passes

Is much, much more
Than lightning flashes.
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HOW SHAKY IS SHAKY?
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HOW FULL IS FULLY?

How full is full? :
Not a bz_Uy full of wool,
Not a mountain of hé}lly,
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gow hot is hot?
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HOW SWEET IS SWEET?

How Sweet 18 Sweet?
Now this poem's a treat.
Though sugar is dandy,
And it rhymes with candy,
Little can give such a Sw‘zetzning rush,
As the leaves of a green
South American bush.

HOW MANY IS MANY?

How many is many?

T'wo dimes or ten pennies?
All grapes in a bunch?
Forty crackers for lunch?
No, many is something beyond stacks and stacks,
I¢'s how much the earth weighs
In piles of Big Macs.
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HOW CHEWY HOW HARD
IS CHEWY? IS HARDY
How chewy is chewy? How hard is hard?
What makes qum so gooey? Who keeps the scorecard?

It's not baby powder,

Each time you bite,

As hard as you might,

The force is so whepping—
Think karate chop, chop,
And then keep on chopping.

Nor soupy clam cheowder;
I¢'s not an eggshell, a penny, or brass,
Bu¢ a diamond so hard,
It slices through glass.






HOW THIN IS THIN?
5 s How thin 18 [hil’l?

'ﬁ.-:‘-‘ﬂm'-"“II1I phair is
pfawh Well, there's thin as a pin.

26 mehes ) :
ons) Then there's thin as a sliver
(Ouch! sharp things make me quiver).
But thinness is something to measure «ith care;
It's a glice, of a slice,
Of a slice, of a hair.
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. HOW THICK IS THICK?

e
How thick iz thick?
That question's a trick!
Thickness is thinness, just turned on its head,
And one is the other, so don't be misled.
I ask you to take ten heads full of hair,
Glue one to another—
And see thiCknzSS right there.
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1S BRIGHT?

How bright is bright?
Imagine the sight

When the snow has snowed,
And the sun has glowed,
And a little kid sits
Counting 16,000
Candlesticks.
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HOW DARK IS5 DARKY

How dark is dark?
There's as dark as a park
| In the middle of the night,
y With ne meen in sight,
And a foqg billowing billows.

1 guarantee
You won't spy armadillos.
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HOW LOUD IS LOUD?

How loud is
Tilf screams of a Cj:;lj;
lzlgc‘hSnap of your gum:?
Ko loud 15 zz bang of a drum?
very hurtful noise
That pains the ears
Of girls and boys.
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