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We have encountered numerous problems with the permitting of Plumbing equipment/systems during the 
“SHELL PHASE” of construction and in obtaining the permits and code compliance due to work being cov-
ered. 
 
As a result of these issues: 
Plumbing during the SHELL PHASE (see 304.2, vol. 1-A) is limited to the building drain and associated 
piping below the concrete slab, a water distribution MAIN with associated service valves, a building 
sewer, a building water service, and roof drains/scuppers.  NO piping, equipment or fixtures above the 
slab are allowed.  The Plumbing Plans Reviewer or Plumbing Chief may allow exceptions on a case by case 
basis. 
 
Note:  
 
1. A pressure reducing valve (PRV) may be required at the shell phase if the pressure exceeds 80 psi. (field 

verified). 
2. The Plumbing Plans reviewer does not review for fixture counts during the shell phase.  Fixtures counts 

are reviewed during upfit review where the type of occupancy is known.  Dotted in fixtures and piping 
(future or anticipated) shown on shell drawings shall not be reviewed for code compliance.  
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