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Introduction 





Life has turned so hectic these days that we are left pressed for time. In between rushing to work and making time for family, we often forgo cleaning our houses. And a dirty, cluttered house can cause us unnecessary anxiety.

The need of the hour is to therefore find shortcuts, which will allow us to clean our houses faster and in an efficient manner.

And if you are one of those, who seeks to have a clean and tidy house and wish to put in minimal efforts to attain it, then you have come to the right place.

In this eBook, we look at 25 brilliant DIY house cleaning and organizing hacks, which will allow you to clean your house in express time and also help save some money.

The various cleaning and organizing hacks have been designed to help you prepare your own cleaning products using household ingredients. I want to thank you for downloading this book and hope you find it helpful.

Let’s start.



 






Chapter 1: Five Cleaning and Organizing Hacks for the Kitchen 





I am sure you will agree with me, when I say that the kitchen is one of the most important rooms in the house. We prepare our meals here and it is the one place that needs to be most clean.

In this first chapter, we look at 5 of the best hacks that you can employ, to attain a clean kitchen.







 Hack 1: Kitchen cabinet cleaning hacks 
Kitchen cabinets have to bear the brunt of food spills, dust and dirt, which often leaves them dirty and unhygienic. Here are a few cleaning tips for you to try on a regular basis.

•Remove all boxes present in the cabinet and vacuum it to get rid of dry food spills and cobwebs. Mix 2 tablespoons dish liquid with half a cup of water and use a sponge to dip and wipe inside the cabinet. Follow it up with a dry sponge rub.

•To get rid of the sticky grime that can accumulate on the cabinet doors, mix 2 tablespoons baking soda with 10 drops of mineral oil. Use a tooth brush to dip in it and scrub.

•To get rid of damp smells inside the cabinet, mix 2 parts vodka with 3 parts vinegar and use a sponge to dip and wipe. Follow it up with a dry sponge wipe.

•In order to safeguard your cabinets from spills, place cling film below the boxes or aluminum foil, to help catch the spills.





 



 Hack 2: Kitchen sink cleaning hacks
To attain a clean kitchen sink, here are a few things that you can do on a daily or weekly basis, depending on how much they get used.

•To clean steel/ porcelain sinks, sprinkle some sea salt and squeeze 2 lemons on top. Allow it to stay overnight and the next morning, scrub over the salt using the lemon peels. Wash with warm water.

•To clean a very dirty sink, you can mix 2 parts hydrogen peroxide (35%) and 1 part baking soda and use a tooth brush to dip and scrub.

•To get rid of scuff marks, dip a cotton swab or a Q tip in mineral oil and rub over the scrubs. They will disappear without a trace. If you have large marks then you can add in a little white tooth paste to it if you like.

•To unclog a sink, simply drop in a couple of Alka Seltzer or Pepto Bismol tablets. The sink will not just unclog, but also leave behind a pleasant smell.







 Hack 3: Cleaning hacks for Tiles/ counters 
•To get rid of the sticky grime that forms on top of tiles, dip a sponge in mineral oil and wipe over the tiles. You can also dip steel wool in oil and scrub.

•An alternate to the previous method is to place butter paper on top of the tile and place a hot iron over it. The iron will melt the grime and stick to the paper. Simply lift the paper and discard it. Make sure that you prepare small pieces of paper in advance.

•If you do not have time to spare then simply invest in small pieces of sand paper (50-80 grain) and use it to scrub away the grime. You can also use a pumice stone if you like.

•To get rid of scuffs on the tiles, make a paste using baking soda and tooth paste and dip a piece of cotton in it and wipe over the scuffs.

•Once all the grime is off, use a sponge to dip in a solution made of 2 parts hydrogen peroxide and 3 parts water to help bleach the tiles.

•You can make a mix of baking soda and vinegar and apply it over the counter top in your kitchen. Allow it to stand for 30 minutes and then use a wet sponge to wipe it away.







 Hack 4: Kitchen appliances cleaning hacks 
•To clean the stove and grill, sprinkle baking soda over it and dip a sponge in vinegar to wipe. It will not just help you get rid of burnt stains but also help you in getting rid of bad odors.

•To clean the insides of the oven, sprinkle sea salt at the bottom and drop 2 Pepto bismol tablets in a cup of water. Pour the water over the salt and allow it to stay overnight. Use a dry sponge to scrub it and your oven will be as good as new.

•To clean silverware, place 2 tablespoons wood ash in a bowl and add in a few drops of lemon. Dip a toothbrush in the mix and scrub the silverware.

•To keep the fridge smelling fresh, place a small bowl of baking soda in both the fridge and the freezer compartment. You can also place dryer sheets under the shelves to help keep the fridge clean.

•To clean the toaster, first dust the outsides using a pastry brush and then make a mix of 2 parts cream of tartar and 2 parts 1 part water and use it to clean the outside of the toaster.

•To clean the dishwasher, empty a small pack of Tang or Kool Aid (lemon or orange) and run the washer for 1 cycle. Alternately, fill two small bowls with vinegar and drop a couple of orange or lemon peels in it. Place one on the top shelf and one on the bottom and run the machine for 1 cycle.

•To clean a blender jar, simply drop in 2 tablespoons of dish liquid and a little water and whizz for a couple of seconds.

•To clean the insides of your oven, simply lace wet tissues inside and run it for a couple of minutes.







 Hack 5: Kitchen organizing hacks 
•One brilliant organizing hack is for you to use the cutting board as a cover for the dust bin. Have someone drill a hole over the counter and place the dust bin below it. Cover the hole with a cutting board. You can easily slide the board and push all the cuttings in through the hole.

•Use jeweler and shoe holders to store all your snacks.

•You can microwave your kitchen towels in order to dry them fast and also kill all the germs present on it.








Chapter 2: Five Cleaning and Organizing Hacks For The Living Room 





The living room is where we spend time with our families and also entertain guests. So it makes it that much more important to keep it clean and tidy.

In this chapter, we look at all the best hacks to help you maintain a clean and tidy living room.







 Hack 6: Cleaning hacks for couch
•To get rid of all the hair and other dry dust from the crevices of your couch, cover a small twig with double sides tape and use it to run across the length of the couch. All the dust and dirt will stick to it.

•To get rid of stains from pale colored sofas, use a mix of baking soda and vinegar to wipe it away.

•You can also use a mix of hydrogen peroxide and water to clean a white couch.

•To remove stains from leather couches, use a coarse sand paper or pumice stone. If the stain is small then you can also use a nail file.

•To make an instant couch freshener, mix equal parts rose essential oil and lavender essential oil and add in a couple of drops of luke warm water. Use a sponge to dip and wipe the couch or simply place the mix in a spray bottle and spray over the couch.

•To get rid of food stains, use equal parts vinegar and dish liquid and use a sponge to dip and wipe. The stains will disappear. But if it is an oily stain then sprinkle some talcum powder over it before using the above method to clean it.





 



 Hack 7: Floor cleaning hacks 
•To clean the floor mix half cup vinegar and half cup hydrogen peroxide and place it in a bucket. Fill the bucket with warm water and use a mop to dip and wipe. If you do not find hydrogen peroxide then you can substitute it with 1 cup of lemon juice.

•To get rid of extremely tough stains on the floor, mix 1 part nail polish remover with 2 parts water and pour it over the stain. Allow it to stay for an hour and wipe away with a damp cloth or sponge.

•To get rid of oil stains on marble/ granite flooring make a paste out of baking soda and vinegar and apply it over the stain. Allow it to stand for 30 minutes to an hour before rubbing over it using a wet sponge.

•One of the best ways to sparkle floors is to add in 1 teaspoon baby oil and 2 teaspoons baby shampoo to the water before using a mop to dip and wipe.

•You can disinfectant your floors by pouring 2 cups of alcohol in a bucket and adding in about 5 cups of warm water. Use a mop to dip and wipe.





 



 Hack 8: Cleaning hacks for carpets 
•One of the best ways to clean a carpet is to use a pet comb. Simply run the comb against the grain of the carpet to get rid of all the dust and dirt.

•If there is a lot of dirt then you can use a window squeegee to push all the dirt away. You can also wrap double side tape around a twig and use it to wipe away all the dust from the carpet.

•A good way to get rid of vomit or food spills is to sprinkle some flour or powder over it and allow it to coagulate. Once it does, use a vacuum cleaner to suck it all up. You can then dip a sponge in a mix of vodka and dish liquid to disinfect and remove the bad odor from the carpet.

•You can disinfect your carpet by placing 10 drops eucalyptus oil and 5 drops clove oil in a small spray bottle and add in 2 tablespoons of water to spray over the carpet. This will effectively get rid of insects such as ticks and fleas and also keep mosquitoes at bay.





 



 Hack 9: Cleaning hacks for windows/ ceilings/ ac/ fans/ walls  
•To clean fans, place an old pillow case over the blade and pull it outwards to collect the dust.

•You can clean air conditioners by using pressure cans to blow out the dust and dirt.

•A brilliant way to get rid of dust and cob webs from the ceiling is to apply some baby, mineral, or any other roil on top of a helium balloon and allowing it to float to the ceiling. It will stick to the balloon and you can wipe it with a cloth or tissue and repeat.

•To get rid of dust and dirt on window grills, simply use the blow function in your vacuum cleaner to blow it all out of the house.

•To get rid of stains from wallpapers, take a small piece of freshly baked bagel and rub it over the paper.

•To remove stains from the wall, you can dip a small piece of sponge or tissue in a bowl containing 2 parts lemon oil and 1 part vinegar.







 Hack 10: Organizing hacks for the living room 
•Organize your newspapers and magazines by always stacking them vertically. You can also make a simple holder using old cereal boxes and covering it with a few colorful magazine sheets.

•Organize your mementos and other display items by placing them in a glass cabinet. Not only will look good, you will also be able to clean it from time to time and prevent it from getting damaged.

•Keep your couches and carpets clean by investing in covers and throws. You can cover your couches with colorful throws that you can DIY and the same applies to carpets. Be sure to make them out of soft fabric like cotton and use a dark color if possible.

•Always place your furniture in such a way that the carpet is surrounded by couches on three sides and they point towards the television. That is the most aesthetically pleasing setting that you can have in your living room.








Chapter 3: Five Cleaning and Organizing Hacks For the Bedroom 





The bedroom is a very important room as it marks your personal territory. You need to maintain a clean one, in order to get a good night’s sleep and also help you relax and unwind after a hard day’s work.

In this chapter, we focus on the various bedroom DIY hacks that you can put to use and avail a neat and tidy bedroom.





 



 Hack 11: Closet cleaning hacks 
•To clean your closet thoroughly, remove all the clothes and vacuum it. You can then dip a sponge in a mix containing 2 parts dish liquid and 1 part vinegar and use it to clean the insides.

•Simply place a bottle of shower gel in the closet with the top open, in order to promote a pleasant smell. You can alternately place an unopened bar of soap under a pile of clothes.

•To prevent mold from forming, place a few dryer sheets below your clothes. They will absorb the moisture and prevent mold from building.

•To get rid of dirt and dust from drawers, roll a piece of double sides tape around a twig and use it to roll inside the drawer. All the dust and dirt will stick to it.

•You can alternately use a dry sponge to corner all the dust and then dab a wet sponge or one dipped in baby oil to successfully remove it.





 



 Hack 12: Cleaning hacks for beds/ mattresses 
•Remove or lift the mattress every now and then to vacuum the bed. This will prevent dust from accumulating and also help remove insects and their eggs.

•To polish your bed, mix 2 parts baby oil and 1 part water and use a sponge to dip and wipe.

•To get rid of the dampness from mattresses, sprinkle some talcum powder over it and allow it to completely soak up the moisture. You can then vacuum all the powder.

•You can get rid of the wet smell from mattresses by mixing 2 parts flavored vodka and lemon juice. Use a sponge to dip and wipe.

•To remove bed wet stains from mattresses, sprinkle a mix of coarse sea salt and baking soda over it.  Once it absorbs the stain, vacuum it.

•To get rid of small pieces of glass, you can make a little dough by mixing flour and water and using it to pick up the dirt. You can also make a small ball out of play doh to do the same.





 



 Hack 13: Cleaning hacks for clothes 
•Clothes stains are often some of the most unsightly and hated stains in the world as they can cause you to not wear your favorite outfits. In this section, we look at the various ways in which you can get rid of the stains from your clothes.

•You can also use nail polish remover to do so, but be careful so as to not allow the stain to spread.

•To remove ink stains from clothes, you must pour some milk over the stain and then use a slice of fresh lemon, to rub over it. The lemon will cause the milk to curdle and the process will help in loosening the stain. You can then wipe it away using a Q tip or wet sponge.

•To get rid of sweat stains from collars and arm pits, you can dip a small sponge in hydrogen peroxide and use it to wipe over the stain. The stain and the germs will vanish.

•If you urgently need to wear clothes that are not washed then you can either spray some vodka over it or simply use a sponge to dip in it and wipe the surface of your clothes.

•A brilliant way to wear unwashed jeans is to pop it in the freezer for 30 minutes. The cold will kill all the germs present on it and also remove the unpleasant odor.

•A good way to clean leather jackets is to use a close grain sand paper to scrub all the dirt and stains away. You can then dip a sponge in baby oil and polish your jacket. You can also use glass polish to clean your leather jackets.

•You can make a mix of baking soda, toothpaste and lemon juice to clean your jewelry.

•If you are in a hurry and need to wear an unwashed dress urgently then simply dab some vodka on it.

•To remove alcohol stains from your clothes, pour some white wine over it and allow it to stand for a few minutes. Pop it into the washing machine and wash as usual.

•One great way to remove sticky stains like dried chewing gum is to place a piece of butter paper over it and place a hot iron on top. The gum will melt and stick to the paper. Alternately, you can sprinkle some salt over it and place the iron over the salt. The stain will stick to the salt. In the process, you will also end up cleaning the surface of your iron, as it will cause the stain on it to stick to the top surface of the salt.

•Alternately, you can make a mix of vinegar and baking soda and use a piece of steel wool to dip and wipe.

•To wash baby and infant clothes, place them in a bucket containing 5 cups water and 1 cup vinegar. Allow it to soak for 20 minutes and rinse in clean water.







 Hack 14: Cleaning hacks for shoes 
•A mixture of hydrogen peroxide and some dish liquid can be used to clean canvas shoes. And if they are extremely dirt, then you can soak them in a bucket containing 5 cups water and ½ cup dish liquid. But be sure to dust away all the dry dust and dirt using paint brush.

•You can soak your socks in a jar containing a little water and vodka to prevent them from smelling bad. You can also place a small tissue paper inside your shoe to absorb the sweat.

•Use a piece of sand paper or a nail filer to simply file away all the dirt and dust from beneath your suede shoes. You can then polish it using some body lotion.





 



 Hack 15: Organizing hacks for bedroom 
•You can use your old hangers to use as your jewelry hanger.

•You can use soda can tabs to

•You can keep your closet organized by having nothing but drawers and hangers. And you can use old shoe boxes to organize your drawers.

•You can also separate your wardrobe in terms of occasion wear, which will prevent your closet from being cluttered.

 





Chapter 4: Five Cleaning and Organizing Hacks for the Bathroom 





Bathrooms can often get dirtied owing to the extreme exposure to water, oil and grime.

In this chapter, we look at the best ways in which you can keep your bathroom clean and tidy.







 Hack 16: Cleaning hacks for toilets 
•To clean your toilet bowl, mix half bottle soda with half bottle mouth wash. Place it in a bottle and give it a good shake. Pour it into the bowl and allow it to stay overnight. Flush it the next morning.

•You can drop Alka seltzer tablets to unclog the toilet.

•You can add sparkle to your toilet by dipping a sponge in baby oil and wiping it.

•To get rid of rust, use a pumice stone to scrub over it.

•To prevent mold from forming on the outside of the commode, you can spray a little vodka and wipe it using a sponge.





 



 Hack 17: Cleaning hacks for shower/ tub
Showers and bathtubs tend to quite dirty owing to their regular use and exposure to soap scum and oils. Here are the various ways in which you can keep your showers and bath tubs clean.

 

•To clean shower heads, unscrew it and place it in a plastic bag containing vinegar. You can also tie the bag around the shower head using rubber bands.

•To get rid of the germs from the shower area, you can mix together baking powder and borax and sprinkle it all over the bathroom. The borax is capable of getting rid of all sorts of disease causing germs.

•You can get rid of rust stains in tubs by pouring a little vinegar over the stain and scrubbing using a piece of steel wool.

•To successfully remove tough stains, sprinkle a little coarse sea salt and citric acid crystals over it and squeeze a little lemon over it. Allow the bubbles to settle before using steel wool to scrub it away. 

•To prevent the bath tub from developing rings, you can add in a few drops of baby oil or mineral oil and then fill it with water.

•You can prevent platforms from becoming dirty by placing cling film over it. It will also prevent cans from creating rusty rings. You can also apply transparent polish under each can to prevent rust from forming and staining the platforms. 







 Hack 18: Cleaning hacks for floors/ tiles 
•To clean your bathroom tiles, you can add 5 cups of hot water to a bucket along with a little dish liquid and a couple of drops of eucalyptus oil. Use a mop to dip and wipe the floor.

•To get rid of mold from tiles, you can mix borax and sea salt and place it in a bowl. You can then dip a sponge in lemon juice and then in the borax mix and scrub over the tiles.

•You can then wipe it using a sponge dipped in hydrogen peroxide to add sheen to the tiles.







 Hack 19: Cleaning hacks for taps/ mirrors 
•To remove hard water stains from taps, you can mix baking soda and vinegar and use a toothbrush to dip and scrub.

•To remove and prevent finger prints from appearing on taps and faucets, you can wipe over it using wax paper.

•To get rid of rust stains, you can dip a sponge in lemon juice and wipe over it.

•To clean dirty mirrors, you can use a piece of newspaper to wipe it horizontally from left to right.

•To prevent mirrors from getting foggy, you can apply a thin coat of shaving cream over it and spread it using a piece of tissue. You can then wipe it away and your mirror will not get foggy for a minimum of 3 weeks.

•To get rid of scuff marks on mirrors, use a little tooth paste to dab over it and wipe using a wet sponge.







 Hack 20: Organizing hacks for bathroom 
•Invest in a few wicker baskets to place all your cosmetics and towels.

•You can repurpose an old ladder by painting it to use as a towel or clothes hanger.

•You can remove your mirror and hang a slate in its place and write a calming thought on it.

•You can attach a strip of magnet on the inside of your cupboard to store your pins.

•You can get rid of your shower curtain and instead hang thick ropes. You can also decorate these by sticking small mirrors over it.








Chapter 5: Five Cleaning and Organizing Hacks for Garden/ Garage 





In this chapter, we look at the various hacks that will allow you to maintain a neat and clean garage and garden.





 



 Hack 21: Cleaning hacks for garden 
•You can keep your garden clean by investing in a small vacuum. It will help you suck up all the dried leaves and also allow you to blow all the dust and mud into place.

•Be sure to trim your plants every now and then to improve the aesthetics of the garden.

•You can place plates under each pot to help catch the spare water. Once you water a plant, wait for the water to release and then pour the same water into another pot.

•You can use lemon rinds as make shift nurseries.

•You can clean old rusty tools by soaking it in a tub containing linseed oil and black tea.

•You can add a little baking soda to your tomato plant to make the tomatoes sweeter.





 



 Hack 22: Organizing hacks for garden 
•You can organize your garden by fencing it completely.

•You can use a peg rack to build an easy trellis.

•You can make an easy watering can by making small holes on the lid of a milk jar.

•You can recycle your jewelry and shoe rack to make a brilliant and easy herb garden.





 



 Hack 23: Cleaning hacks for garage 
•To get rid of the oil from your garage, sprinkle a little talcum powder over it and allow it to soak it up. You can wait for it to coagulate and then use a vacuum to suck it up.

•If the stain is old and extremely dried then you can place a small a small piece of blotting paper over it and use a hot iron to run over it. The iron will help in melting the stain and the paper will soak it.

•Use a mixture of warm water and alcohol and use a sponge to dip and wipe all the surfaces in your garage. This mix can even get rid of tough stains such as rust and grease, which can be tough to remove.

•To get rid of bad smell in your garage, you can place a bowl full of instant coffee powder in the center of the garage. Alternately, you can also mix a couple of drops of rose essential oil in half liter water and spray it all over the garage.

•You can mop the floor of the garage using a mix of lemon juice, baby oils, rubbing alcohol and warm water to keep it clean.





 



 Hack 24: Organizing hacks for garage 
•You must organize your garage by having everything in boxes. You can make small pieces of paper and write down what the boxes contain and stick it on the front of the box. Be sure to stack these boxes vertically so as to make more space in your garage. You can also use a permanent marker to write over the boxes.

•Have all your tools hung on the wall so as to make it easy for you to access them. Avoid placing them in boxes as you might have to spend a lot of time in looking for them.

•To prevent your steel tools from developing rust, you can wrap them in dryer sheets so as to help keep the moisture at bay.







 Hack 25: Cleaning hacks for car 
•Get rid of small scratches on the body of your car by using nail polish.

•You can clean your car cover by placing it in a tub of warm water with a little dish liquid added in. Be sure to place it under the sun and allow it to completely dry before placing it over the car again.

•By rubbing a little hand-sanitizer over your car lock can help you loosen the ice that has formed over it.

•You can use a little whitening toothpaste to get rid of the foggy effect from car lights. Just apply a thin layer using a tissue and wipe it away.

•You can make your own car perfume by mixing 2 parts 100 proof vodka and 1 part olive oil and add in about 20 drops of an essential oil of your choice. Place it in a small bottle and use a double side tape to stick it to the dashboard.








Conclusion 
I thank you once again for downloading this eBook and hope to have shared enough and more hacks to help you maintain a clean house.

As you know, you will need only a few ingredients to clean your house and these can be found in your own pantry.

You can make the various products such as the toilet and kitchen cleaners in advance and have a stock ready.

These can also be gifted to your near and dear ones, as they not just make for skin friendly products but also help in the conservation of the environment.

I wish you luck with your cleaning ventures.

All the best![image: thankyou.jpg]

 

Free Bonus Video: 5 Cheap Do-It-Yourself Home Repairs

Here are 5 cheap home repairs you can make today that will save money tomorrow.

Bonus Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tfT-a9zxFM
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