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Introduction



The name ukulele is a Hawaiian term for a small string instrument called machete (machete de braga) that had its origin in the Madeira Islands of Portugal. The machete belongs to the guitar family and is a descendent of plucked string instruments such as the lute and guitar. The machete goes by several names, such as a machete, cavaquinho, Cavaco, and braguinha. The machete was introduced to Hawaii by Portuguese immigrants who came to the island to work in sugarcane plantations in the late 1800s.

Most of us are only familiar with the standard ukulele, but there are various types of ukulele. On the market, you'll find the soprano, baritone, tenor, and even the banjo ukuleles. These models are most suitable for professional ukulele players. If you're a beginner, it's advisable to stick to the standard style before you can play the advanced models. But with practice, you can play any of the instruments. You may also find the sopranino and bass ukuleles in the market. The baritone ukuleles employ the D, G, B, and E tuning, while the sopraninos are tuned via the standard way. The bass ukuleles are tuned via the E, A, D, and G tuning.

Initially, the ukulele wasn't for anyone; it was for the royals, especially the Hawaiian royals. For instance, Aloha Oe is one of the most famous ukulele songs, and it was written by Queen Lili'uokalani long before the Americans invaded the Hawaiian kingdom. This royal incorporation played a significant role in the popularizing of this musical instrument.

If you are a beginner and interested in learning how to play the ukulele, you will find all the relevant information that will make the process enjoyable, fun, and productive. Like any other musical instrument, you'll need to dedicate adequate time for practice besides purchasing a high-quality instrument and accessories to make the learning process easier. In a few weeks or months, you'll be a professional ukulele player. Learning to play this instrument is much simpler than most string instruments, such as the guitar.


Chapter 1: A Brief History of Ukuleles

Ukulele has been with us for hundreds of years, and it has an exciting history. Although ukes are mainly associated with Hawaiians, this instrument was developed in the 1880s with its predecessor being a Portuguese-based string instrument known as machete de braga. In about 100 years after its development, the ukulele gained impressive popularity in the United States and internationally.

Therefore, the story of ukulele started in Europe, although stringed instruments have a long history. The larger instruments, like lutes and guitars, developed smaller cousins to cater to various groups such as sea-faring musicians. For instance, in Portugal, the guitar shrunk down to a machete retaining the figure 8 shapes, although its size was making it redundant.

A few names, including Augusto Dias, Manuel Nunes, and Jose do Espirito Santo, are credited as the first Hawaiian ukulele makers. These individuals arrived in Hawaii in 1879 from the Portuguese Island of Madeira.

If you want to understand the ukulele history, it's also essential to know the history of Hawaiian immigration. During the mid-to-late 1800s, immigrants arrived from Portugal, China, Japan, and the Philippines to work in sugarcane plantations. Notably, the Portuguese immigrants from Azores and Madeira introduced some deep-fried pastries and small guitars to Hawaii. The machete, also called cavaquinho, which is a small four-stringed instrument, was used by these sugarcane plantation laborers to relax after a hectic day in the fields. The Hawaiians were excited by how the players strummed the strings and named their variation of this instrument "ukulele," a term that translates to jumping flea.

After its introduction to Hawaii, the ukulele grew in popularity among many residents, including King David Kalakaua. The king himself, who was also a musician, is credited with developing a contemporary style of ukulele referred to as modern hula. The king was the patron of the arts and had a great liking for the instrument. In most royal events, King Kalakaua invited various musicians to perform music. The king encouraged the Hawaiians to adopt the ukulele and also enjoyed playing the instrument. His daughter Queen Lili'uokalani is credited for writing the famous Hawaiian ukulele song "Aloha Oe."

Among the over 25,000 Madeirians who arrived in Hawaii, the three woodworkers and their families played a significant role in creating the new instrument—the ukulele. The poor sea-weary immigrants arrived on Honolulu harbor in August 1879. As soon as the ship carrying the immigrants docked, Joao Fernandes, one of the passengers who was also an accomplished musician, led the rest in song and dance to celebrate their safe arrival. Fernandes led many songs using a machete he had borrowed from a fellow passenger. He had also been entertaining passengers during the long voyage from Portugal. Surprisingly, Fernandes wasn't the only immigrant who could play the ukulele. A few weeks after the immigrants arrived in Hawaii, a newspaper headline highlighted the news of the Madeira Islanders who had arrived in the area and were entertaining locals by hosting nightly street concerts. The article continued to describe the musical instrument the musicians were using, stating that it seemed to be a cross between a guitar and a banjo. Still, it produced breathtaking music in the hands of these Portuguese minstrels.

The three immigrants, Santo, Nunes, and Dias, worked in the sugar plantations for a while in Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. After they had accomplished their contractual obligations, these men moved to Honolulu, the capital of the kingdom, and the center of commerce with the aim of pursuing their former professions in woodworking. These men were fortunate because Honolulu has a thriving furniture trade at this time with many local woodworking businesses. Santos and Nunes were lucky to land jobs at one of the largest furniture stores in Hawaii called Pioneer Furniture House. On the other hand, Dias set up a small woodworking shop in Honolulu's low-rent Chinatown district in 1884. In this store, Dias made not only furniture but also musical instruments.

In about a year, Nunes opened a shop three blocks away from Diaz, and both businessmen started advertising their stores in the local newspapers. Diaz labeled himself as a maker of machetes, guitars, and all stringed instruments in the adverts. At the same time, Nunes advertised his work as "a cabinetmaker's store of stringed instruments, including machetes and guitars.

Santo also joined the bandwagon and started a store a few doors from Nunes. Besides making musical instruments, these three gentlemen also engaged in reselling commercially made instruments, selling strings, and repairing them. Also, Dias gave music lessons.

These three ordinary Madeiran woodworkers became luthiers suddenly. It's still uncertain if any of these men had ever made a musical instrument before they came to Hawaii. There are some rumors that Nunes could have been related to the famous and accomplished Madeiras instrument maker Octavianno Joao Nunes da Paixao (1812–1874). The main common explanation is that Santo, Nunes, and Dias began making instruments while working in woodworking to make extra money. Although these men lacked formal training in lutherie, one could see clearly that these Madeirans were competent in what they were doing from the quality of their instruments.

The first written evidence about the ukulele was about a decade after Ravenscrag arrived in Oahu. So it's not clear who made the first ukulele, but the three woodworkers made machêtes that resembled ukuleles. According to an advert Santo made, he claimed that he could make guitars of all sizes. At the same time, Nunes claimed to be the inventor of the ukulele, announcing this news on his instrument labels as well as in newspaper ads.

No matter the mystery behind the ukulele's inventor, it's a fact that Nunes, Santo, and Dias made a significant contribution to the creation of this instrument. Most likely, the ukulele wasn't derived solely from the machete, but it was a hybrid of two instruments, a machete and another Portuguese five-stringed instrument called rajão. But the machete’s tiny size and its 17-fret fingerboard offered the foundation of the ukulele's overall shape and configuration. The inventor of the ukulele did not use the D-G-B-D tuning of the machete. Instead, the ukulele featured the tuning of the rajão's top four strings: G-C-E-A, omitting its 5th string (a low D).

How Ukulele Got its Name

It's evident that several legends try to explain how the machete acquired its Hawaiian name (ukulele). Unfortunately, there isn't enough evidence to prove which story is true. In English, the word ukulele refers to a jumping flea.

One of the stories states that an immigrant Joao Fernandes aboard Ravenscrag arrived at the Honolulu port excited to reach the destination and immediately jumped off the ship and started playing folk songs from Madeira wharf. When the Hawaiians saw Fernandes playing the instrument, they equated his fast-moving fingers over the fingerboard to jumping fleas, hence the name ukulele.

Another account of how the ukulele acquired its name highlights an Englishman named Edward Purvis, who played the instrument for King David Kalakaua, the last king to reign over Hawaii. Purvis was an assistant chamberlain to the king. It's thought that the instrument was named ukulele due to the energetic personality and small stature of Purvis. It's believed that the instrument he played adopted his description. King Kalakaua was very instrumental in promoting the ukulele during its initial years.

Many more tales are used to explain how the ukulele got its name. Another story describes how the last Hawaiian monarch, Queen Lili'uokalani, explained the origin of this name. According to this narrative, the name has nothing to do with fleas. She stated that the term ukulele meant "'the gift that came here" and is a combination of two words "uku" referring to "gift or reward" and "lele" that is translated to " to come."

The Ukulele Travels Across the Globe

Its Jonah Kumalae, a famous musician and Hawaiian manufacturer, is credited for introducing the ukulele to San Francisco in 1915 during the Pan Pacific International Exhibition. During this exhibition, the ukulele caught the globe's attention, and the first "ukulele craze" began.

Also, Manuel Nunes, one of the three original ukulele craftsmen, passed on his legacy to one of his sons, who began a ukulele factory in Los Angeles, California. In the 1920s, the uke started making its way in the world from Canada to Japan courtesy of several musicians.

The popularity of this instrument went down slowly during the 1930s, but it was recharged in the late 1940s through to the 1950s as some American servicemen brought the instrument home from Hawaii after the Second World War. During the 1960s, the popularity of ukulele declined again due to the rise in pop-rock music. Still, the instrument existed in mainstream consciousness, like in Tiny Tim's hit of 1968(Tiptoe through the Tulips) and on the Arthur Godfrey Show. Although the massively popular band "The Beatles" liked the ukulele, they hardly played the instrument, and despite their endorsement, the instrument's popularity waned through the 1970s until it was revived in the 1990s.

In America, the ukulele was popular even before the Second World War. It was a true representation of the jazz age, and most people loved it because it was affordable, portable, easy to learn, and unique. Many manufacturers of string instruments in America produced many ukuleles because of a rise in its demand. When rock-and-roll first kicked off, the ukulele was played with the guitar, and it was even used for early country music. Musicians Ernest V. Stoneman and Jimmie Rodgers loved playing the ukulele besides a number of other early string bands.

The ukulele had a diverse impact on shaping the music world. For many years it made contributions to many genres and still gains recognition in the modern era. Although the ukulele's popularity faded after the 1960s, it was revived in the 1990s. Israel Kamakawiwo'ole was responsible for this with his famous hits "What a Wonderful World" and "Over the Rainbow." Today, YouTube has played a significant role in popularizing the ukulele. For instance, Jake Shimabukuro's version of "My guitar gently weeps" was instrumental in making uke popular.

The Ukulele Around the World

Other countries also adopted the ukulele as part of their musical collection, including Canada and Japan. This instrument was introduced into Japan during the early 1900s alongside Hawaiian and Jazz music. Although this "western" musical instrument was banned in the country during the Second World War, it regained its popularity soon after the war.

Besides Hawaii, Canada was among the first countries to start teaching ukulele in their schools. Many students in the country learned ukulele based on the school music program created by John Doane.

The great depression introduced another opportunity for the popularization of the ukulele. During this period, the price of accordions, pianos, and other expensive instruments went up, giving way to an increased demand for ukuleles, especially among the scrimping Americans in the 1930s. Bluegrass music soared at this time, and the ukulele is credited for the string-band phenomenon.

The television also provided an excellent opportunity for the ukulele. In the 1950s, a renowned television host, Arthur Godfrey, gave uke lessons to scores of viewers. The demand for plastic ukes rose during this period, and more than 1.7 million ukulele players were born. Many notable Americans, including Betty Grable, Bing Crosby, and Elvis Presley, became great proponents of the instrument and also played it. Presley's phenomenal box-office hit and soundtrack topped the charts for about 5 months. At this moment, it seems as though the ukulele had it all.

The less ambitious figure of Tiny Tim was of significant effect on the crashing popularity of the ukulele in the 60s and 70s.

After a few decades, a new generation of musicians looking for an alternative to the electric guitar and unaware of the Tiny Tim disrepute and ukulele's squareness started reintroducing the instrument.

In the 1980s, some rock-and-roll artists started to reintroduce the ukulele in a bid to sound folksy authentic, while others were searching for more spontaneous, intimate, and personalized music.

During the 90s, the alternative music scene was controlled by conventional guitar bands. In response, the 1st decade of the 200s witnessed a boosting acoustic alternative scene and the use of eclectic sounds and more uncommon instrumentation. During this season, the ukulele found its place with major bands such as "The Magnetic Fields."

The rise in imports from the East, including China, and the internet explosion, are two major trends that have helped the ukulele bounce back to fame. The internet has made this instrument known to the masses, creating growth in the number of people inspired to play the instrument for fun instead of superstardom.

In his 2002 music tour, Paul McCartney strummed his uke, in respect of his highly esteemed ukulele player Beatle George Harrison, who was also a great enthusiast of the British music hall uke tradition. Later on, Harrison gave his support to the ukulele revival by writing an introduction to Jumpin' Jim 60s Uke-In Songbook: "Everybody should have and play a uke. It's so simple to carry with you, and it is one instrument you can't play and not laugh! It's so sweet and also very old."

Which Notable Musicians Play the Ukulele?

George Fomby is one of the most phenomenal uke players. He hailed from the UK and was a talented actor, musician, comedian, and singer. "Leaning on a Lamp Post" is one of his most famous hits.

Jake Shimabukuro is another popular ukulele musician. His encounter with a ukulele was at the tender age of 4. Jake praises many musicians from Hawaii for inspiring his music. His fame grew accidentally when an individual posted one of his songs on YouTube.

Other musicians who have incorporated the uke into their music include Cyndi Lauper, Eric Clapton, Jack Johnson, Elvis Presley, Pink, and Paul McCartney.

The ukulele has its humble beginning on a Portuguese Island but has spread to different parts of the globe. It continues to rise in popularity regardless of some ups and downs, especially between 1970 and 1990. If you want to learn to play the ukulele, you can join live online classes and determine why people have a mad love for this tiny musical instrument from Hawaii.



Chapter 2: Facts about the Ukulele and Why You Should Play It
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To better understand the Ukulele, it's crucial to look at other closely related plucked string instruments. They include the electric guitar, acoustic guitar, and the bass guitar.

The Guitar Family

Plucked string instruments are played by guessing and plucking the strings. Plucking the strings comprises pulling and releasing them just as you'd do when flipping through files in a drawer. The plucks and strums result in the vibration of the strings. You can pluck your stringed instrument using a pick or your finger.

Acoustic/Classical Guitar

The classical guitar is known to most of us. If you enjoy listening to country, folk, classical or pop music, you are a fan of the acoustic guitar. This musical instrument is also popularly used in jazz bands as part of rhythm or solo.

Electric Guitar

The electric guitar is unlike the classical hollow guitar that conveys its sound via the air. This string musical instrument uses magnetic pickups to translate the vibration produced by its strings into electrical signals. These signals go through the amp to produce the unique and memorable sound associated with the electric guitar. These guitars are popular in pop and rock bands.

Bass Guitar

The bass guitar is similar to an electric guitar, but it's slightly longer. It has identical parts like an electric guitar but creates lower tones. If you pick or pluck this guitar closer to the bridge, it emits a more muted sound while strumming it close to the neck will result in a more robust and resonant tone.

Ukulele

Ukulele is also a string musical instrument in the guitar family. This musical instrument is smaller than the rest and features nylon strings, making it a perfect musical instrument for beginners. Ukulele was invented in Hawaii State in 1879 by Portuguese sailors who came to the island at this time. Ukulele comes in four main types, which include soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone.

Exciting Facts About The Ukulele

In recent years, Ukulele has become one of the most popular string instruments and is receiving an unmatched wave of success. Although this musical instrument originated from the sunny South Seas, it's currently known and used globally. Here are some interesting facts about Ukulele.

It Has a High "Low" String

Unlike the guitars, the Ukulele features "reentrant "tuning. This indicates that the strings aren't tuned continuously upwards like in other stringed instruments, including the guitar. That's why this stringed instrument has a lovely unique sound. You can also put on a low string on a ukulele. This "low-G" tuning offers a fuller sound, and it's most ideal for soloists and guitarists, although it may slightly compromise the typical uke sound.

Ukulele Wasn't Invented in Hawaii

Although the name ukulele is originally Hawaiian, this musical instrument was invented in Madeira, Portugal, but was introduced to Hawaii by the Portuguese sailors in 1879. The predecessor of the ukulele was known as "machete de braga '' or "cavaquinho."

It Overtook the Guitar on Popularity

In the 1920s, most conventional string instrument manufacturers such as C.F. Martin Guitars sold almost the same number of ukuleles as guitars. The global economic crisis that followed saw an increase in the ukulele demand due to its affordability. Some manufacturers, such as Gibson and Gretsch, scaled this musical instrument's production and were able to survive this difficult period. At the start of the 1950s, after WWII, Maccaferri produced 2500 ukuleles daily, including a plastic ukulele series.

The ukulele has only four strings denoted by the note G, C, E, and A. These notes are not only acoustic but also electric and do produce sound when plucked. Most ukuleles are made of mahogany wood, but the cheap models are made of plastic. The latter are usually intended for children.

Neil Armstrong, the first person to travel to the moon, loved playing the ukulele. Actually, after visiting the moon, he was put under quarantine for some weeks because scientists were afraid he could have contracted some bacteria while in space. During this quarantine period, the ukulele was his great companion.

Is the Ukulele a Weapon or an Instrument?

Ukulele is a gorgeous string musical instrument, but its predecessor—machete—had a flattering name. People referred to it as the Portuguese Machete, but this doesn't mean it was used as a weapon. It's the Hawaiians who change the 'violent" name into the ukulele. Today, the machete's exact version is called a cavaquinho, and it has a similar appearance to ukulele, but it's tuned differently. The cavaquinho is more popular than the ukulele in Brazil and Latin America.

Ukulele Features Odd Tuning

Most individuals consider this musical instrument to be a miniature guitar, but this isn't the case. There are significant differences between these two string instruments besides the ukulele having fewer strings; its tuning is also different. Typically, a majority of guitar players tune their string instruments from the highest to the lowest sound. This technique results in a constant and predictable sound. On the contrary, ukulele players usually tune their instruments in a less constant way. Although a few players tune the ukulele like the guitar, this isn't the norm; if you want to get a full sound, it's advisable to tune the ukulele via the standard way.

Why Should You Play the Ukulele?

Ukulele is a popular string instrument in different parts of the globe, although it has its roots in Hawaii. People love this musical instrument because of a variety of reasons. Here are some reasons why you should play this string instrument.

Perfect for Songwriting

Playing and writing compared to other string instruments. This may seem to be a huge drawback, but it isn't. Although limited creative options in any form of artwork can be detrimental in any form of artwork, the boundaries and limits you encounter while playing uke offer a unique creative direction for approaching the art and new ideas.

Almost everything in the ukulele, from the strumming patterns to the chord shapes, is simplified; this implies that songwriters have easy writing on the instrument. In this era of complicated technology in music and arts, the uke is the best alternative for songwriters looking for simplicity. Also, ukulele conveys some musical urgency that's hard to achieve when playing other instruments. Writing songs using the uke is simple such that you can compose a song in the morning and perform it in front of an audience later in the evening. Limited playing options are one of the uke's significant strengths that songwriters can utilize for their advantage in songwriting.

Easy to Learn

Uke is one of the easiest string instruments to learn compared to others, such as guitars and mandolin. Its soft nylon strings are much gentle on your fingers, unlike what you experience when playing the guitar. With this string instrument, you can reach notes without stretching due to its small size, which reduces wrist tension. Besides, the instrument has only four strings; thus, its scales and chord shapes are easy to learn.

Most individuals detest being overwhelmed with music lessons. That's why you must consider the learning curve for each musical instrument. If it's easy to learn, you'll be able to play the instrument faster.

Suppose you have experience learning and playing different musical genres and styles using various musical instruments such as piano, guitar, saxophone, or accordion. In that case, you can agree with me that the ukulele is the most beginner-friendly. It's the best musical instrument for those venturing into music.

With only 3 simple chords, you can play unlimited tunes on the uke. Although you can still do this with other instruments, the uke’s simplicity is unmatched due to its size and few strings.

If you want to have an easy time learning music and sounds, the musical instrument of choice is the ukulele. It's less intimidating because it has a small fretboard and only four strings making it easy to learn. Since you're limited to a small fretboard and fewer strings, you'll be more adaptable when trying out other instruments.

Playing the Uke Is Enjoyable

Life is tough and challenging. If you've had a terrible day, you need something to lighten up your spirit and eliminate the burnt out and stress. Just pick your uke and play your favorite song; your worries and anguish will be forgotten in seconds.

The sounds emanating from the string instrument will shift the focus and perspective around you—stress will run away because it can stand the uke. This instrument will help you put on a happy and funny face and do away with the seriousness that the world presents.

A study by Harvard Medical School revealed that music helps minimize stress and alter emotions when faced with difficult circumstances. Listening or playing music can result in long-lasting changes in your behavior and attitude.

Most Songs Are Easily Adaptable to the Uke

Interestingly, most popular songs are easily played on the uke, even if the songs and chords are difficult to play on other musical instruments. In other words, ukulele helps to simplify these songs. This means you can play any of your popular songs on the uke hassle-free.

If you're planning to launch your career in music and you're in search of a musical instrument to work with, you can rely on the ukulele to play thousands of songs. Besides, we have scores of free uke-related resources online that you can use to make your journey stress-free.

Songs with complicated chords are made simple on the uke because of its construction. For instance, musical instruments like guitars and pianos have various ranges of notes, but with only four strings, the uke makes it easy to adapt songs due to its limited range.

Extremely Portable

Ukulele is an extremely lightweight musical instrument; this means you can take it anywhere you wish effortlessly. For example, when you're going shopping or for a picnic, you can take the instrument with you and play it whenever you want.

Also, if you are traveling by flight, you don't have to pack the uke as luggage. Its small size allows you to take it into the airplane as part of your basic necessities.

Easy to Handle

The soprano is one of the most popular types of ukulele, and its only 21 inches long. Its small size makes it easier to handle than large musical instruments. A typical acoustic guitar is about 5 times the size of a uke. Since the ukulele is small, it's ideal for all groups of people, including the children and the seniors. If you have small children, you can train them to play this musical instrument as they wait to advance to the larger instruments such as the guitar and drums.

Ukes Are Fun

If you're looking for old-fashioned fun, the uke will serve your needs. It's an affordable, low-pressure, fast, and healthy way of spending your leisure time. After memorizing the chords and getting acquainted with the instrument, you're ready to play your favorite songs.

The uke is one of the instruments that will take minimal intellectual and physical space in your life. For those interested in a minimalist lifestyle, the uke should be part of your must-have instruments. Research has revealed that persons of whichever background and age can benefit significantly from stress-free activities and having fun; uke offers unlimited hours of enjoyment for novice and pro musicians.

Most Friendly Instrument for Beginners and Children

The ukulele is the friendliest musical instrument for beginners and children. This is due to a variety of factors, including its size, weight, and easy to press-down strings. If you're in search of a starter instrument for your kids or something for your fun moments, the uke is an ideal bet.

All people, including adults, encounter hurdles learning how to play electric and acoustic guitars, and this can take weeks or months to know how to press down the strings and create the right sound without hurting the fingers. Fortunately, learning how to press down the uke's strings is simple, fast, and effortless. In a few minutes to hours, you can play chords on the ukulele.

Ideal for Seniors

The uke is also a perfect musical instrument for the seniors since it's easy to learn. An excellent example is Warren Buffett, one of the most successful investors of this era. He loves playing this instrument for fun. If you watch him playing this instrument, you'll be motivated to learn and enjoy the fun.

Ukuleles Are Affordable

If you're still searching for reasons why you should purchase a ukulele, it is fairly affordable than most instruments used by musicians. Unless you're planning to start a band, you can launch your musical career with a uke. With less than $50, you can get a decent piece.

You can even get some retailing for as low as $20, but remember, you'll get what you pay for. If you want an instrument that will last, you should avoid the extremely cheap ones. When purchasing your uke, take time, and do your homework. Search for trustworthy and reliable vendors relying on the reviews and pricing.

Most musical instruments cost hundreds, if not thousands of dollars. This may not make much sense, especially if you're trying something new. Imagine spending your hard-earned cash for an instrument that you don't like, or will only play casually. This isn't the case with a ukulele. Besides, if you get serious about playing the uke, you can upgrade the instrument at an affordable amount.


Chapter 3: How to Choose a Ukulele

After deciding to learn how to play the ukulele, the next step is to acquire a high-quality instrument; choosing an ideal instrument can be tough due to the many available models. That's why you should take time to research and know the various types of ukuleles and what to look for when selecting your best instrument. Consider the following:

Tuning

Typically, we have two main ways of tuning ukuleles; they include using geared tuners or friction pegs. As the name suggests, friction peps tune your uke via the friction generated by the pegs. In this case, you can tighten or loosen the strings by twisting the pegs gently. You have to employ trial and error to get the right tuning. Also, note the ukulele will not remain tuned forever; a slight twist on the peg will affect the tuning. To prevent this occurrence, it's advisable to tighten the screws at the tips of the pegs.

The geared tuners are the best option for beginners since they offer better precision. They rely on the gear ratio to tune your instrument. A slight turn of the peg moves the gear slightly compared to the friction tuners. That's why ukes with geared tuners are easier to tune than those featuring friction pegs. But the final choice depends on one's personal preference; for instance, some players prefer the headstock to remain clean without any pegs, while others don't mind.

Price

Beginners prefer starting with a cheap uke, costing about $30-$40. Unfortunately, these cheap models are mainly made using inferior wood and strings; this makes them sound like toys. The instrument's intonation may also be affected because the frets and bridges aren't designed for optimal playability. In most cases, the bridge comes off easily; the string action may be extremely high, making it challenging to hold the chords. On the other hand, it's an excellent way to start since; you don't have to make any serious considerations before purchasing the instrument.

In a few weeks, a novice is able to 'outgrow' their first uke while some may give up learning how to play the instrument, especially if the intonation is wrong. That's why beginners should purchase a relatively decent quality ukulele that they can use for longer. Such instruments cost about $60 -$150. But trusted brands featuring all-solid premium wood such as the Hawaiian koa can be pricey, and you'll need a few thousand dollars to acquire the instrument.

Build Quality

Although you can get a cheap ukulele in the market, it's worth investing in a high-quality instrument that will last longer and offer the service you yearn for.

If the uke is of high quality, it means that the instrument will be easy to play, comes with excellent quality tuners, and a well finished neck and fingerboard. Most cheap ukes have issues with the nut— this is the plastic segment at the top of the fingerboard over which the strings break.

A superior build quality includes a high-quality finish on the neck and fingerboard. This implies that the instrument will be easy to play, and it will produce irresistible sound.

For beginners, you start with an excellent but affordable brand like the colored Mahalo ukuleles. This instrument is ideal for children since it's pleasant to play besides being appealing to the eye. Even a toddler can use the uke without the fear of breaking it because it's strong enough.

The main limitation with cheap ukuleles is that they don't vibrate easily because they are very sturdy; this makes them produce a dull sound. That's why you need to start with an instrument that offers better sound, such as the Kala or Lani ukuleles.

Besides the renowned brands, there are also some little known companies that make high-quality hand-made ukes. These hand-made ukuleles are made more precisely than those mass-produced; this makes them more responsive and produce clearer and louder sounds. These workshop-made or hand-made ukuleles are made from high-quality parts and woods, and thinner varnishes that dampen the wood vibrations. This indicates that you'll be purchasing an instrument that resonates and plays better. Excellent examples of workshop-made ukes are the Uluru range made by Ayers Guitar Company.

Wood Quality

Wood used for making ukuleles can either be solid wood or plywood. The cheaper brands are made from plywood. The wood is affordable, long-lasting, and can be quite appealing depending on its outer veneer. Since plywood is relatively stiff, it's considered to be inferior to solid wood because it doesn't vibrate easily. This notwithstanding, some ukes made with light plywood produce excellent sound considering the price; in this case, the thickness of the ply matters. A majority of ukulele makers combine both ply and solid wood on their instruments. The solid piece is used for the top, while laminates are used for the sides and the back. This ensures they produce high-quality equipment that is affordable. An excellent example of such an instrument is the Kala KA-SCG that has a solid spruce top.

Nevertheless, solid wood is the most suitable material for making great sounding instruments. Initially, ukuleles were made from koa, a species of hardwood native to Hawaii; later, other hardwoods such as mahogany, cedar, spruce, and rosewood were used to make ukuleles. Interestingly, each solid wood produces a slightly different sound; thus, a koa ukulele may offer a different sound from a rosewood one. The Carvalho range uses solid acacia to make their instruments, making them affordable; this brand is made in Portugal. The Uluru range makes their ukes using exclusive solid woods.
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Various Sizes

Ukuleles are available in four main sizes, soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone. Of late, the sopranissimo is gaining popularity; this instrument is smaller than the soprano and measures 16 inches (40cm). The soprano is 20 inches (51cm) in size. It's the most popular size and makes the typical sound associated with ukulele.

The concert is slightly larger than the soprano, and its 23 inches (58cm). Its body is bigger while the neck is long and features more space between the frets; this makes it easier to handle. It also produces the typical and classic ukulele sound, which is louder than the soprano.

Lately, the tenor ukulele is most popular; its 26 inches (66cm) in size. This instrument drifts slightly from the typical ukulele sound and offers a deeper sound like a classical guitar. Many renowned players, including James Hill, prefer the tenor ukuleles.

The baritone ukulele is the largest of the four, and its 30 inches (76cm). This instrument offers the deepest tone and sounds like a classical nylon-stringed guitar. The baritone ukulele isn't popular due to its size; most players choose ukes for their small size, sound, and portability. The tuning for this instrument also differs from the rest; it's more like tuning a guitar.

Shapes of the Ukulele

Besides the hybrid-style ukuleles, we also have other shapes that include:


Pineapple:
 As described by the name, this uke's body resembles a pineapple. These instruments have their roots in Hawaii, and the Kamaka Ukulele Company first made them.


Figure-8/Guitar:
 When you think about a ukulele, the first image that comes to your mind is a guitar. Some modern figure-8 models come in unique designs that offer players better access to the higher frets.


Boat Paddle:
 This is one of the least popular of the three shapes. As the names suggest, this uke takes the shape of a boat.

Tunings

Like a guitar, you can tune the ukulele in various ways. The specific method depends on your preference and the type uke. Similar to guitars, it's advisable for beginners to use the common tuning styles. For instance, when tuning the soprano, tenor, and concert ukuleles, the G-C-E-A method is most preferred. It involves tuning the instrument from top to bottom. The baritone is tuned to D-G-B-E, similar to a guitar's four highest strings. The A-D-F#-B tuning method also referred to as the D-tuning, is also a common way of tuning ukuleles. This method is popularly used by those who play the small-sized ukes due to the pleasing sound it produces.

In regards to tuning ukuleles, it's vital to remember that the nylon strings stretch easily, and you may need to replace them often. But you need not worry since this is a normal routine for most beginner uke owners.

At the same time, note that the quality of the pegs you use when tuning your instrument has a significant impact on how easy you can tune your uke and how long it'll take before turning it again. Metal tuning pegs feature screws on the buttons, and you have to develop the habit of tightening them regularly. If you want to achieve the best in tuning your ukulele, you may need to purchase an electronic tuner. Many electronic tuners are specifically designed for this instrument. You may also go for the clip-on tuners that are usually attached to the ukulele. They are effective and easy to use. The clip-on tuners read the vibrations made by each string in your instrument.

Acoustic or Electric

After setting your budget and choosing the ideal size for your uke, the next task is to decide on whether you'll purchase an acoustic or electro-acoustic ukulele. If you'll be doing performances that require volume and sound that can only be offered by an amp speaker, it's advisable to go for an electro-acoustic ukulele. On the other hand, if you're perfuming in a crowded room, the classic uke is the best bet. In this, you'll save some money on the acoustic ukulele. Also, you won't miss the weak tonal features reverberating from the ukulele's body as a result of the pickups fitted in the instrument.

The Brand

If you're a beginner, you can consider purchasing a second-hand ukulele as long as it's high-quality equipment from a renowned brand. When choosing your instrument, consider the brand value, tune, and support one brand has over the other. Here are some ukulele brands you can consider:


	
Hola! Music



	
Kala



	
Mahalo Ukuleles



	
ADM



	
Hricane (yes, Hricane, not Hurricane!)



	
Diamond Head



	
Donner



	
Everjoys



	
AKLOT



	
HUAWIND



	
Lohanu



	
Ranch



	
Honsing





6 Best Ukuleles to Buy for Beginners

If you're still in doubt of the specific ukulele you should purchase, or you're a beginner, here are 5 top ukes to consider. These recommendations are based on comments and suggestions from many ukulele players.


1.)
                         
Makala Dolphin Soprano Ukulele


With less than $50, you can acquire this famous Makala Dolphin ukulele. This uke is made from plastic, but it offers an excellent tone and playability considering its price. Alternatively, you can choose to replace its default strings with higher-quality strings. This instrument is ideal for beginners searching for a cost-effective ukulele and also an extremely lightweight piece. The Makala Dolphin ukulele is available in various colors, including white, red, metallic blue, black, yellow, pink, pearl white, green, and purple.


2.)
                         
Lanikai LU-21 Soprano Ukulele


If you don't have a liking for a plastic ukulele, the Lanikai LU-21 soprano will serve your need. Although it's made of laminate wood, it appears like real solid wood uke. Depending on how you use the instrument, you may need to be tuning the strings frequently. If you're a beginner and only interested in strumming chords, this ukulele won't disappoint. This instrument is also available in the concert and tenor size.


3.)
                         
Donner Concert Mahogany Ukulele


The Donner concert mahogany ukulele is one of the most popular bang-for-buck ukes. With its price, you'll be amazed at its tone and sound. Typically, most cheap ukuleles sound off tune when playing high notes up the fretboard, but this isn't the case with this instrument. If the strings are stretched and settled correctly, you'll only need to make minor adjustments on the tuning after every 10-15 minutes. Besides, this ukulele comes with a case, strap, and tuner, making it an excellent instrument for beginners. If you're working on a strained budget, you can grab a Donner soprano ukulele for a more affordable price.


4.)
                         
Cordoba 15CM Concert Ukulele


The Cordoba 15CM concert is also an excellent ukulele for beginners. It features a mahogany top, sides, and back. The Cordoba is also available in the soprano and tenor sizes. If you've large hands, the tenor size will be perfect because it offers extra space between your fingers and the frets.


5.)
                         
Kala KA-TE Mahogany Tenor Ukulele


If you wish to "plug in" and amplify your ukuleles sound, the Kala KA-TE tenor is the best choice. Kala ukuleles have been famous for years due to their exceptional quality. This model is ideal for learning strumming tricks. The Kala KA-TE tenor ukulele comes with an electronic pickup, meaning when you want to play your instrument, you only need to plug it into the amp to amplify its sound. If you've large hands, playing the soprano or concert ukulele can be challenging. In this case, the tenor size is best since it feels more comfortable in your hands. The soprano and concert size does not include an electronic pickup.


6.)
                         
Luna Guitars Tattoo Concert Ukulele


Luna tattoo ukulele is unique and appealing. It usually features laser engraved tattoos that mimic natural symbols such as fish, stones, waves, and turtles. These symbols are typical of the Hawaiian culture and are a reminder of the origin of the ukulele. For instance, the Luna tattoo concert tattoo features shark teeth, fret markers, and waves. The tattoos aren't the only great thing about this brand. The Luna tattoo concert has a spruce top and offers a rich and bright tone at an affordable price. This uke is suitable for beginners and holds a tune excellently, unlike most other instruments.

Where to Buy a Ukulele

If you're beginner, you may have challenges identifying the best place to purchase your ukulele. Fortunately, there are scores of stores where you can purchase your instrument. Generally, most people rush to the internet when they want to purchase any new product. It is a fact that the web is an ideal place for shopping, but you must do your homework to avoid buying poor quality products.

If you are a first-time ukulele buyer, it's essential to gather vital information on how to purchase the item. Consider the following:

Buying a Ukulele Online

Although you can buy your uke in your local guitar store, you can also land a high-quality instrument online. Actually, most people nowadays prefer shopping online. This is more important for those who don't live near an excellent local music store or if their local music outlet doesn't have a huge selection of ukes. Shopping online can be an excellent option because the internet offers access to incredible information for buyers, including unbiased reviews.

Superior Selection

Online music stores offer superior selection than physical stores. Most of them have a ridiculously huge assortment of ukuleles. The vast selection also comes with some challenges because making a decision can be tough when you are faced with scores of similar options. If you're shopping in a local store, your shopping experience is more focused. To overcome these challenges, it's essential to look at customer reviews and make an informed decision on the best instrument to purchase.

Tons of Information

The internet is crammed with guides, reviews, and articles about ukuleles. These resources are handy for individuals who want to research deeply about ukes. Unfortunately, the information can be overwhelming for people whose main aim is to purchase a high-quality instrument and are not interested in other aspects.

Are Ukuleles Cheaper Online?

Many people presume items sold online are cheaper; this isn't the case in most cases. For instance, an instrument that trades online at $50 will most probably be $50 at your local music store. This is because a majority of ukulele brands require their dealers to stick to specific standard minimum prices. This is referred to as minimum advertising pricing (MAP). If you purchase your uke in a local store, you have the advantage of trying out the instrument before buying. At the same time, you'll be boosting local business.

Return Policy

Buying ukuleles online also comes with other benefits, such as a buyer-friendly return policy. Most online music retailers offer return policies extending to up to 30 days.

Locally Owned Music Stores

Buying a ukulele in a local store presents a few benefits over a large online retailer. They include:


·
        
 Viewing and Playing:
 It's an exciting experience to be able to hold and see the ukulele before purchasing. In this case, you're able to determine the sound the instrument produces besides its quality. You can also try various sizes of the instrument to determine which works best for you.


·
        
 Inspection:
 In a local store, you have the chance to inspect the uke and ensure it has no defects or problems. The shop attendants will also help you to tune the instrument. They will also offer other relevant basic information on how to take care and play the ukulele.


·
        
 Customer Service:
 The customer service in the store is also higher-level than an online music shop. Here you have a real person ready to respond to your queries. However, if you want to avoid human interaction, shopping online is the best option.


·
        
 Support:
 Local music outlets, in most cases, offer better support than their online counterparts. For instance, if you purchase a ukulele in such an outlet and it develops some issues a few months down the line, the shop is most likely to sort out the problem fast at no cost. On the other hand, if you purchased the item online, you may face few hurdles to have the issue corrected. The process may take longer than you had anticipated.


·
        
 Competitive Pricing:
 In most cases, you purchase your uke at the same price as what you'd get in an online store, although some offer better rates.

Reputable Stores Where You Can Buy a Ukulele

Although you can purchase a high-quality uke from any music store, some are more trusted since they have been in the business for many years and stock reliable brands. They include:

Big Box Music Stores

This vendor is a hybrid of local stores and online music outlets. Big Box music stores offer a wider selection of ukuleles and accessories than local shops and provide better prices for cases and strings. In addition, they have a more liberal return policy. On the drawbacks, this vendor has earned the reputation of having less skilled technicians and less knowledgeable sales teams.

One of the best Big Box music stores in the Guitar Center is also referred to as the "Walmart of guitars." You can locate a Big Box music store in your locality where you can purchase a high-quality ukulele.

Buying a Ukulele on Craigslist

You can also purchase a ukulele from Craigslist. This is the perfect place if you're planning to buy a second-hand uke at an affordable price. On the contrary, if you don't know what you're looking for, you may end up purchasing an overpriced instrument. Also, if you purchase your ukulele from this site and it develops some issues a few days or weeks after purchasing, there's little you can do. Before purchasing your uke from Craigslist, gather as much information about the site. You should never pay over 75% of a new ukulele price if it's a second–hand instrument.

eBay

eBay has been able to overcome the pitfalls of Craigslist via its feedback system. For instance, if you see a ukulele for sale on this site, and the seller has overwhelmingly positive reviews, you have no need to worry. It's better to purchase the instrument from this seller than to go for a complete stranger.

With eBay, you can launch a complaint if you have an issue with the seller, and they'll help you. This may not be possible with Craigslist. eBay is also an ideal place to shop for pre-owned ukuleles. You can find ukuleles from reputable brands such as Kala, Martin, and Kamaka at reasonable prices on this site. This makes eBay the favorite spot for beginners looking for high-quality second-hand ukes. You get scores of cool vintage ukes on this site, but if you have some experience using ukes, you're more likely to get a better deal.


Chapter 4: Types of Ukuleles

As you plan to get into playing the ukulele, it's essential to get familiar with the various types of these instruments you'll find in the market and what may be best for you. This is the easiest way of enjoying the fun that comes with ukes. Let's get a description of the standard ukulele before we launch deeper into the various types.

Description

Although the ukulele isn't a guitar, it bears some resemblance to these instruments because the shapes are similar. It appears like a tiny guitar with a body, neck, and sound hole, but it only has four strings. On the other hand, a standard guitar has six strings, and it's tuned via the EADGBE format. The ukulele is tuned with a G, followed by CEA. This is referred to as 're-entrant tuning,' meaning in this case, you don't tune the instrument via the natural way from low to high. Some uke players, though, tune the top string via a low G.

String Composition

Ukulele strings are typically made from nylon; this makes it easy for beginners to get accustomed to shaping chords with ease and prevents the development of calluses on the fingertips. Traditionally uke strings were made from 'catgut.' This term doesn't literally mean they used cat intestines to make the strings but the intestines of various animals, including goats and sheep.

Body Construction

The ukulele's body is made from wood. The professional models are made of high-quality hardwoods such as koa or mahogany, while the cheaper brands are made of less expensive woods such as ply. Plastic is also used to make uke bodies. The type of wood used in the instrument plays a significant role in the sound produced. The instrument's body and neck are only a fraction of the entire size of an acoustic guitar.

The Woods

If you've done some research on ukuleles, you must have noticed that there are various woods used to make these instruments. They include koa, mahogany, monkeypod, acacia, mango, cedar, and rosewood. Here we will look at the most common woods used in these instruments.

Koa
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Koa is a type of wood that is native to Hawaii. This means that most of the ukuleles made in Hawaii are built using koa. This wood is popular due to its beautiful grain and its exciting sound. It's mainly used on high-end ukes. The moderately priced ukuleles are made from mahogany, although we also have some expensive models made from this wood. Mahogany ukes produce a softer sound compared to koa models; nevertheless, it's still an excellent wood and less expensive. Besides koa and mahogany, the other famous wood used in ukuleles is spruce. This wood is mostly used in a cheaper instrument like the Mahalo brands.

You may also have encountered the terms solid and laminated. The expression ‘solid woods’ means that the wood is the same all the way through. However, the expression ‘laminated’ means that the wood is cheaper on the inside and better quality on the outside. The main reason for laminating the wood is to improve the esthetics, but the sound produced can't match what is produced by instruments made from solid wood.

Ukulele Brands

At present, we've so many high-quality ukulele brands in the market. Some of the most popular uke brands include the following Kala, Lanikai, Mahalo, Kamaka, Pono, Kanilea, and Luna. Typically, Kanilea and Pono are exclusive high-end brands while Kala offers a wide range of ukuleles, including both high-end and low-end models. They also make excellent starter kits.

Due to the many brands out there, choosing your ideal instrument can be challenging. Besides the quality, you should also consider the size because these instruments come in various sizes. When selecting your perfect ukulele, it's essential to know the various sizes, the sound they produce, and what best for you. The average sizes for ukuleles are as follows:


·
         
Soprano: 53 cm (20 inches)


·
         
Concert: 58 cm (22 or 23 inches)


·
         
Tenor: 66cm (26cm)


·
         
Baritone: 76cm (30 inches)


·
         
Soprano

The soprano is the smallest and also the most popular type of ukulele. It's what most people think of when they hear of ukes. It's also associated with the characteristic ukulele sound. This instrument features the shortest scale and the tightest fret spacing. Although this instrument is ideal for players of any type, it's most suitable for those with small fingers and hands, especially the young players. Because of its size, the soprano ukulele has a softer and brighter tone. It also produces less resonance and projection than the larger ukuleles. If you desire to attain the traditional ukulele sound, you should look for a soprano with a longer neck. This type offers more frets and frets spacing.

There is also a pineapple-shaped soprano that was introduced by Samuel Kamaka in the 1920s. The body's waist in this ukulele is stripped off to offer more surface area for the soundboard to offer a fuller sound. The soprano ukulele is tuned via the standard tuning of G-C-E-A. Most players prefer this uke due to its comfortable size, well-rounded performance, and other benefits it offers to players. The soprano is usually 20 inches or 51 cm in size. It's categorized as a middle-level ukulele in regard to weight and size. The super soprano and the baritone ukuleles are longer and heavier. On the other extreme end, we have smaller models, such as sopranissimo and sopranino.

The super soprano lies in the middle grouping between the soprano and concert ukuleles. This model has the sound properties of soprano and similar frets as the concert ukulele. Although the super soprano has a similar action as sopranos, it tends to mimic the sound of concert ukuleles.

In comparison to the larger ukuleles, the super soprano is still regarded as a small ukulele. It measures between 21 to 22.5 inches in size, and it's not a common type of ukulele. It's more popular with musicians and collectors. You may not find this ukulele in your local music, but you can make a special order if you need one.

Pineapple Ukulele

The pineapple ukulele is a variation of the soprano. Actually, it measures 20 inches in size as the soprano ukulele, but its design is different. It lacks a waist making it to offer a deeper and fuller sound because of its wider soundboard area. It's not a ukulele size, but it's more of a uke shape. It's the only ukulele with this shape, and it produces a unique sound that is neither high nor low. This instrument was popular in the 1920s, but in recent years it's regaining its popularity. The pineapple ukuleles are not ideal for beginners, but best for players who have had some experience with standard-sized ukuleles.

Concert Ukulele

The concert ukulele is 23 inches in size and comprises 15-20 frets. When tuning the uke, you can use the GCEA (linear) or GCEA (re-entrant) format. The concert is the next size after the soprano. It lies in between the soprano and tenor ukuleles in both size and sound projection. It offers soft but bright tones of soprano and a little depth of the tenor size. The concert's scale is longer than the soprano, thus offering extra frets and spacing between them. This makes it a perfect instrument for adults and those with large fingers. Courtesy of its deep body, concert projects sound better, making its volume to be louder than soprano.

At times, the concert ukulele is called the alto ukulele because it produces a fuller sound than the soprano. Its tuning is similar to the soprano's, but some players prefer tuning their G-string lower by an octave too low G tuning, which is referred to as linear tuning.

Since the concert uke is longer than the soprano, its strings present more tension. This is advantageous for those who bend strings out of tune when pressing fingers down the strings against the frets.

Also, the frets are more spaced than on a soprano; thus, those with large fingers find playing the concert ukulele easier. Besides, the concert can have up to 20 frets, which enables players to move to higher frets on the fretboard. This is crucial if you're playing in various styles, such as the finger style.

Tenor

This ukulele is a step higher than the concert size. Its scale is about two inches long, and its neck is broader than the concerts. It's also slightly heavier than the concert. This extra length offers broader space between the frets, which makes it the most suitable for fingerpicking. Most professional uke players prefer the tenor size, although it's best for any skill or experience level. In fact, the tenor size is more comfortable for players with large hands and fingers than the concert. Its large brings out a fuller and deeper sound, with a resonance similar to the bass-y tone. It also projects than the concert; thus, its volume is louder. When you are tuning the tenor size, you use the standard ukulele tuning of G-C-E-A.

Baritone Ukuleles

The baritone ukuleles are a step higher than the tenor ukes and are tuned a fifth lower. The tuning for this instrument is similar to the high four strings of a guitar. This uke is ideal for players won't wish to produce a higher pitched sound than a guitar but not as high as a standard ukulele. Although the baritone ukulele is one of the largest ukes, it's still smaller than a banjo and easy to travel with. This instrument is closest in size to the standard guitar. Due to their size, the baritone ukuleles don't sound the same as the soprano or concert ukuleles. The chord shapes and tuning for this instrument are different from other ukes. Also, it's not suitable for beginners since its near guitar-size makes it tougher to play than the others.

Specialty Ukuleles

Besides the standard size ukuleles, we also have the so-called specialty ukuleles, which are hybrids with other instruments. If you're beginning your journey in playing the ukulele, it's advisable to stick to one size before trying out the rest. Specialty models are the ideal solution for players searching for a unique experience. The specialty ukuleles include the following:

Banjoleles

These are small instruments similar to ukuleles, tuned in the same way but featuring a banjo-style which makes them produce a plucky banjo tone. If you've played all the standard ukes and you're looking for something new, you can try out the banjolele. These instruments are the most popular types of non-standard ukuleles. They have four strings like the other ukes, but the body is of a banjo. They also have nylon strings and are fingerpicked or strummed like the standard ukes. You can play typical music designed for a ukulele on this instrument, but you can't play music written for a banjo on the banjolele.

The main difference between these instruments and the regular ukes is that they produce a brighter and louder sound. Also, they feature less sustain, meaning their notes die out faster and are 'plunky.'

The banjoleles lack the rich, warm, and harp-like tone associated with standard ukuleles. They also have a staccato tone, which is helpful for specific strumming and rhythm situations. Unfortunately, they may not work well with the modern styles of music.

Different people describe the sound of a banjo differently, with some referring to it as "punchy," others, "harsh," while others will describe it as "crisp" or "tinny." If you want more information about banjos, including how to play them, you can check out more details on YouTube videos. The basic design of a banjo ukulele was developed in the 1902s. Although today we have many companies that make new design banjos, most people prefer purchasing vintage banjos on online sites such as eBay.

Guitarleles

The guitarleles are six-stringed ukuleles. An excellent example is the Yamaha GL1. These instruments are ideal for guitar players aiming to produce a ukulele sound or uke players aiming to learn how to play guitars. Many guitarleles have the same body size as the baritone ukuleles. Guitaleles are also called guitar ukuleles or guileless.

Although a guitarlele is tuned as a guitar, it's five and a half steps higher in pitch. Playing this instrument is just like playing the guitar with a capo on the 5th fret. If you know how to play the guitar, playing a guitalele will only be pitched up. Another excellent way of tuning your guitarlele is similar to a standard guitar, but with two additional bass strings. Since a standard ukulele is tuned through G-C-E-A, a guitarlele is tuned via A-D-G-C-E-A.

The guitalele has nylon strings, just like the ukulele or the classical guitar. These strings are easier to play than the steel strings used in standard acoustic guitars. The tone of this instrument lies between that of a standard ukulele and a nylon string guitar. This makes it popular among both uke and guitar players. Also, its compact size is ideal for travel as well as for children.

Armadillo Ukulele

The armadillo ukulele is one of the most uniquely shaped ukuleles. It's also referred to as charango in South America. The shape of this instrument resembles the shell of an armadillo. Traditionally, it was made from an armadillo's shell, but today the body is mainly made of wood. In the market, you can still find original armadillo shells, but they are quite expensive. The original armadillo can be frightening to some individuals. Imagine touching the hairs of a dead armadillo as you play the instrument; it can freak you out.

Harp Ukulele

The harp ukulele brings together the elements of a ukulele and a harp. It has an attached bridge extension that has unfretted strings like a harp. The harp ukulele was introduced in the early 20th century and was popular for only a few years. Today it's not a common instrument among musicians. Fortunately, some luthiers have begun experimenting on the harp ukulele; thus, it may rise in popularity in a few years to come.

Cut-Away Ukulele

A cut-away ukulele is an instrument in which the instrument's right-hand shoulder has been taken out to allow the player to access the higher frets. This design can be found in any of the four main ukulele sizes.

Besides the standard ukuleles, we also have hybrids, which are "cross-breeds" of different instruments and ukes. These instruments are becoming more popular due to advances in technology and the availability of various synthetic materials that are used to make them. Hybrids are created to offer a different style and sound than what we're used to.

Electric Ukulele

Electric ukuleles are available in two major forms: the complete electric ukes and the electro-acoustic ukes. The full-electric ukulele is similar to the electric guitar in that it doesn't have a sound hole but has a pickup that sends vibration signals to an amp. The electro-acoustic is also referred to as the semi-acoustic ukulele. It comprises an acoustic body like in a regular uke and a pickup that collects string vibrations and sends them to an amp. This instrument offers you the pleasure of playing it electrically or acoustically, depending on the prevailing circumstances. The fully electric ukulele isn't as popular as the semi-acoustic due to its cost and lack of flexibility.

The ukulele and its variants are becoming popular in schools and in society, and it's my belief that they are going to get better with the advancement in technology. They are small, appealing, and produce an attractive sound; thus, people have no option but to fall in love with them.


Which Ukulele Should I Buy
?


The type of ukulele to purchase depends on several factors, including the sound you want, your level of playing, and the type of music you'll be playing.

If you're a beginner, it's advisable to stick to the soprano or concert ukuleles. This instrument produces the traditional sound associated with ukes. Besides, they are small enough, thus forming chords is made much easier. On the other hand, if you're a professional uke player or you want some different sound, you should try a tenor or baritone ukulele.

When purchasing a ukulele, it's also essential to consider the size. For instance, if you've small hands, the concert and soprano ukes are most suitable, while those with big hands and fingers find the tenor and baritone ukuleles to be more comfortable.

Size and Playability

When compared to guitars, ukes are small acoustic instruments. The soprano is the smallest of the ukes, and those with large hands encounter some challenges playing this instrument, especially when working on complex playing techniques such as fingerpicking. Although they may strum some chords comfortably, implementing complex playing techniques on small ukuleles can be tasking. The small instruments are most suitable for children and women.

The tenor and concert ukes have extra space on the fretboard, making them ideal for beginners. At the same time, if you have large hands or you'll be playing some complex melodies, it's better to work with a larger ukulele.

Although baritone ukuleles are easier to play, they are tuned differently, and they also produce a different sound. This means you'll have to make adjustments if you switch to a concert, tenor, or soprano ukulele.

Price

When purchasing a uke, it's also crucial to consider the price. Typically, the small ukuleles like soprano and concert are cheaper. For instance, you can purchase a soprano for $20-$30 on Amazon. Although you may not get a high-quality uke at this price, it's no brainer that ukuleles can be extremely affordable compared to other acoustic instruments.

Generally, the tenor and concert ukes are about 20% more expensive than the sopranos, while the baritone models are the most expensive, mainly due to the materials and workmanship involved. These are general figures; mainly, the brand plays a significant role in the instrument's price. Also, the materials used in making the ukulele also determine its price. For example, ukes made from solid wood are more expensive. Other variables that determine price include the accessories.


Chapter 5: Parts of the Ukulele and Accessories
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Before making up your mind to purchase a ukulele, it's essential to gather vital information about this instrument. This includes details about the parts of the uke and its accessories. Knowing how to tune, play, and care for the ukulele is much easier when you know the parts. Sharing information with other players and trainers is also easy. It's also essential to note that some parts are known by multiple names; thus, you need to know them as well as their features. The following are the main parts of a ukulele.

Headstock

The headstock is also referred to as the head of the ukulele. It's where the tuners are fixed. It's also the part of the instrument that is furthest from the body. This part is either made of plastic or a piece of solid wood. It must be strong enough to support the tension of the tuners and strings.

Tuners

The tuners are also called machine heads, tuning pegs, pegs, or tuning keys. It's what you use to tune the strings. They are fixed in the headstock of the ukulele. Depending on the style of your instrument, the tuners can be pointing backward or to the sides. The tuner's top end is passed through the tuner, and when you turn the tuner, the string is either loosened or tightened. Because of changes in designs over the years, tuners have acquired various names. Some are geared, which makes them easy to turn, while others rely on friction to function. The friction tuners are not popularly used in modern ukuleles. When tuning your uke, it's advisable to unwind the tuner slightly initially and tune to the right note to avoid overstretching or breaking the string. This is most important if your instrument has metal wound strings.

Nut

The nut is a small ridge that occurs between the headstock and the fretboard. It features small notches which ensure the strings are spaced evenly on the ukulele. The nuts also lift the fretboard's strings, which allow you to play the instrument by pressing down on the strings. Without the nuts, the uke would be unplayable because the strings keep slipping out of place and rubbing against the frets.

Fretboard

The fretboard is the part of the uke that lies beneath the string on the front surface of the neck. Typically, it's colored black and is most aesthetically appealing if it's made of dark hardwoods such as ebony or rosewood. An excellent fretboard should be flawlessly smooth and strong for perfect gluing onto the neck.

Frets

Frets are small bars nailed into the fretboard at specific intervals. Normally, the frets protrude slightly from the fretboard's surface in such a case whereby, if you place a finger behind the fret, it will stop the string instead of the finger accomplishing this purpose. This means that the uke can only play on semi-tonal increments, unlike the case with fretless instruments such as a violin. As the frets get closer to the sound hole, the distance between them lessens. This can be explained by the fact that as the string shortens, the distance from one semi-tone and the next also lessens.

Fret Markers

These are small inlaid white 'dots' on the fretboard. Interestingly, the fret markers can also take different shapes and colors. These little dots help you when you're moving from one note to another. They are of immense value when you're moving huge distances up and down the fretboard. These dots are typically present on the 3rd, 5th, 7th, 10th, and 12th frets.

Neck

The neck lies behind the fretboard. It's from side to side to enable ukulele players to cup around the fingerboard and the neck comfortably. The neck is mostly made of a solid material such as wood or plastic. The uke's neck must be strong enough to support the string's tension. Both the headstock and the neck are made of one piece of solid material.

Body

This is the main part of the ukulele, and it consists of the front piece, a back piece, and sides. The ukulele's body is of critical importance because of its role in amplifying the vibrating strings' sound. This means that the tone of the uke mainly depends on its body. Uke bodies are available in different sizes and shapes. A majority of them imitate other classical or modern musical instruments. Some ukes feature a 'cut-away' similar to what we have in modern guitars. In this case, the ukulele's shoulder has been literally cut away to enable the player to have easy access to the top notes on the fretboard. The soundboard (front piece) is the most important part of the uke's body. That's why most brands use high-quality solid wood for this part and less expensive wood or plastic for the sides and the back.

Sound Hole

This hole is located on the ukulele's body under the strings. Typically, it's a round hole that projects out the sound that vibrates in the uke's body. When playing your uke, you'll produce the loudest sound if you strum over the sound hole. On the other hand, the sound will be quieter when you strum up or down further on the strings. Some instruments have an engraved pattern around the sound hole referred to as the rosette.

Bridge

The bridge is the part of the ukulele onto which the strings are attached. This part is typically glued onto the body of the instrument. It's available as either the standard or the tie-bar type. The tie-bar bridges feature a tiny hole. This is where the string is threaded through, after which it's tied to the bridge to secure it. The standard bridges include small notches at the extreme end of the bridge, close to the uke's bottom. The string is knotted at the end and inserted on the notch to secure the string. With standard bridges, it's the tension of the string that maintains it in the correct position. The side of the bridge adjacent to the sound hole includes a long narrow strip that's inserted into it, referred to as the saddle.

Saddle

The uke's saddle performs a similar function to the nut apart from being located in the bridge at the string's bottom end. The saddle lifts the strings to the correct height required to keep them at a steady distance from the fretboard. Similar to nuts, the paddle contains small notches that keep the strings consistently spaced from each other.

Strings

On soprano and concert ukuleles, the strings are made of nylon. Those on tenor and baritone ukes feature a mix of metal-wound and nylon strings. The metal-wound strings are fitted on the instrument's lower strings to produce a fuller tone. Some ukulele feature steel strings on the top strings similar to what you'd find on steel-string guitars. These steel strings are not common in ukuleles since they can damage the instrument. Besides, they produce a different tone. The original ukulele strings were made from animal's intestines and were referred to as gut strings. In soprano and concert ukuleles, the strings are usually tuned in the G4-C4-E4-A4 style, unlike the norm in other string instruments, which are tuned from the lowest to the highest note. This form of tuning (from lowest to the highest notes) is known as re-entrant tuning.

An excellent example is the Aquila ukulele strings. They are very popular among uke players. These strings are made from a durable synthetic nylgut material. The strings are ideal for all categories of uke players, including amateurs and professionals. They are available for soprano, tenor, concert, and baritone ukuleles.

Ukulele Accessories

Ukuleles come in various brands and styles. This makes choosing your ideal instrument challenging. After purchasing your uke, it's essential to consider the accessories that should accompany it. First, you must appreciate the fact that all ukes are not the same. This means their accessories will also differ. Before shopping for the accessories, take accurate measurements of your instrument. It's also essential to consider the type of ukulele. Is it a soprano, baritone, concert or tenor? With these details, you're better placed to understand the right accessories for your instrument. Some of the accessories you may need include the following:

Ukulele Songbook

In the market, you'll find scores of ukulele songbooks with some of the most popular tunes from AD/DC, Disney movies, The Battles, etc. One of the best uke songbooks is the Daily Ukulele edition.

Out there, we have scores of ukulele songbooks that feature popular tunes from AD/DC/ Disney movies or even the Beatles. If you're seeking a songbook with unlimited songs from various genres, The Daily Ukulele will meet your needs. The books feature many songs you can play on your instrument with varying levels of complexity. Usually, the songbook has 365 arrangements, a truly wide range of tunes to choose from. The Daily Ukulele songbook includes many old jazz tunes, show tunes, and a range of oldies, Christmas songs, and more. If you're aiming at broadening your song list, then these books will be of much help.

Ukulele Tuner

This is one of the must-have ukulele accessories for players. That's why you need to grab a high-quality tuner for your instrument. Although you can use tuning apps, they may not offer the precisions that clip-on tuners offer. Using this tuner is easy; you only need to clip it onto your ukulele's headstock, switch it on, and begin strumming each string. The display will help you to achieve the ideal pitch.

Wall-Mounted Ukulele Hanger

A wall-mounted uke hanger is a perfect accessory that will help you store your instrument appropriately off the floor and away from kids. It's also an excellent way of displaying your collection of ukuleles. Hanging your ukes on the wall enables you to have easy access to your instruments whenever you need them.

Uke Bag

You may also need a backpack-style bag to store your instrument, especially when you're traveling. The bags should be made from a strong and durable material. If possible, it should include a separate front zipper where you can store your capo, tuner, and cleaning tools. It should also include straps or a handle to make carrying the bag effortlessly. When shopping for an ideal bag for your instrument, pick the right size.

Felt Picks

You have the option of using picks when playing your uke. If so, it's essential to choose high-quality picks. They come in handy to bring out the sound and tune you dream of. The picks should be strong enough to withstand regular playing and offer soft melodies as you strum your instrument.

Ukulele Stand

At first, you may not find the uke stand to be that important, but it's a convenient and safe place to store your instrument when you're not using it. It's safer to use a stand for your ukulele than to lean it against the wall or lie on the floor, bed, or couch. You may forget about the instrument on such surfaces and sit on it, thus damaging your treasured instrument. An ideal uke stand is the SA-20; although the stand is typically designed for the violin, it works perfectly for ukes. It's strong and locks the ukulele's neck yoke to ensure it won't be brushed by pets or children or fall out when hit accidentally.

A portable stand, especially the foldable design, is ideal since you can take it wherever you go, and it occupies little space in your luggage. It's must-have equipment for the on-the-go musicians who prefer their uke to rest on a stand in between songs. It's also suitable for displaying your instrument in small spaces. Some stands include silicon cushions to enhance stability.

Uke Lei

Uke lei is a pretty miniature-sized ribbon that adds a touch of flair to your ukulele. Although this decorative ribbon isn't a must for uke players, you can consider it if you want your instrument to look more appealing when playing. Uke lei comes in various sizes, colors, and shapes. Some are inspired by flowers such as hibiscus or plumeria. This ribbon is usually attached to the top of the ukulele's neck.

Ukulele Hard Case

If you like moving around with your uke, it's crucial to consider purchasing a hard case for your instrument. The same applies if you live in a house with children, pets, or roommates. This case will ensure your instrument is safe in case of accidents.

Fret Map Decals

These are stickers that inform you of the location of each note on your uke. The fret map decals are handy for beginners who need reminders of notes' location on their instruments. With the fret map and tweezers, you can easily attach temporary stickers on the fretboard to make learning your favorite tunes hassle-free.

Ukulele Linen Strap

The shoulder linen strap is unlike the traditional neck-straps. This strap lets your ukulele to float along your chest as you strum your instrument. Some manufacturers make DIY shoulder strap kits that only need you to add a small button at your uke base. An excellent example is Rinastore's kits.

ID tag

You also require an identification tag for your ukulele. Most of these ID tags are made of leather. The tags include your name, phone number, and address. It helps in locating your instrument should it get lost in your many adventures.

Ukulele Humidifier

The humidifier is a small tubular device that's filled with water to ensure your ukulele remains properly hydrated while in storage. This gadget prevents your uke from warping or cracking while in storage due to changes in temperatures and seasons. In simple terms, it helps in humidity control. It should be light enough to avoid damaging your ukulele's body or strings. Some models come with a syringe for easy refilling of the humidifier.

Finger Guards

Finger guards are silicone protectors that help to shield your fingers as they strum the uke strings. They come in different sizes and colors. If you're a beginner, it's essential to develop the habit of putting on finger guards to avoid the nylon strings from digging into your skin as you play your instrument. Finger guards are an excellent way of avoiding calluses on your fingers. These accessories are available in small, medium, and large sizes to match fingers of all sizes.

Capo and Carrying Pouch

A capo is a quaint metal tool that attaches to the uke's neck to change the sound as you strum the instrument. This device helps to Barr your chords. Metal capos come in various colors, including metallic black, bronze, gold, brown, and matte. Before strumming your instrument, clip the capo on it and slip it back into its pouch once through. It can also make an excellent gift item for another ukuleleist.

Cleaning Tool

A cleaning tool is a two-sided tool you use when detailing your ukulele. It's an excellent tool for dust-offs and quick cleanups. It's one of the gadgets that you shouldn't miss in your gig bag. The tool comprises a flat microfiber side that you can use to wipe your ukulele body and a soft natural fiber brush on the opposite side that you can use to clean the strings gently and areas around the pegs and the crevices on the fretboard.

String Winder and Cutter

This gadget is used to wind and cut strings when you want to change them. It makes the process of changing strings enjoyable and easy. It's also a must-have tool in your gig bag.

Ukulele Care Kit

This is a three-piece cleaning set that you can use to clean your ukulele rather than using harsh chemicals that may damage your instrument. Your uke is constantly exposed to various substances on your hands, including sweat, fibers, and lotion. Thus, it's essential to regularly clean your uke to keep it in shape and playing smoothly.

An example is the Music Normad set that includes a suede microfiber cloth to wipe away any dust on your uke and a streak-free cleaning formula that you can use to spray away any buildups on your equipment. The set also includes a conditioning oil that will keep your instruments wood healthy and appealing.



Chapter 6: Ukulele Strumming



Strumming the ukulele is a technique that each player needs to master. You should adopt the right posture when strumming. Some players ask if they can strum the ukulele correctly without cutting nails. Others want to know what to strum with. If you have these and more questions about strumming your uke, you'll find the answers in this chapter.

Where Do You Strum the Ukulele?

You'd probably be more comfortable strumming over the fretboard. At this position, the strings are closer to the fretboard compared to the body. This means your finger is less likely to be caught than when strumming lower towards the sound hole. At the same time, you're less likely to harm the body of your uke because, if your finger lands midair, you won't bash it on the body. You must learn to shift your fingers along as you strum your uke.

Using a Felt Pick

You may use a felt pick to strum your ukulele, but it's better to practice using your finger because you can use this technique later, whereby you can use a particular finger, some fingers, or the thumb.

Using a Plectrum

You may use a plectrum if you want to produce a loud voice when working on single notes or playing lead lines. If not, you can still rely on fingerpicking for playing lead melodies and strumming.

Can You Play With Your Thumb?

You can play the instruments using any digit. Most uke players opt to play with their fingers since the nail hits on the beat as the flesh comes back up on the offbeat. When playing with the thumb, the reverse is true. This is most suitable if you're looking for a ska or reggae feel or you want to play gentle songs or jazz tunes. But if you're a beginner, it's better to play with your finger.

Should I Cut My Nails?

Yes, you should. If you have long nails on your fingers, this can hinder them from reaching the strings. In this case, you require the help of the fingertip to press the strings down as you make the chords; otherwise, they'll sound 'muted' or 'dead.' You need three notes to sound a chord; thus, three strings ringing distinctly will make a chord. If any of your strings are dead because you aren't pressing them down hard enough using your chord-making or fretting hand, the chord will sound abnormal. After getting used to the ukulele and you want to pick out notes, if you have acrylic or long nails on the fingerpicking hand, you'll find the task to be easier.
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Foundations of Strumming

With strumming, it's not about how complicated or elegant you make the strumming pattern. Strumming is a type of rhythm, and it requires consistency to be effective. A consistent and uniform rhythm is more attractive to the ear than complex strumming patterns played over time.

For example, if a strumming pattern is played in the 4/4 time signature, it means that the pattern is played in a consistent and steady count of four: 1, 2, 3, 4, and repeat. You can employ this pattern for any song counted in fours. When practicing such a strumming pattern, you should count loudly or use a metronome to ensure your strumming is as uniform as possible.

If you play your ukulele consistently, you get to a point whereby your fingers start hurting. It's thus essential to learn how to strum your instrument for long without hurting your fingers. So how can you strum your uke without hurting your fingers? The best way is to play the instrument consistently and develop calluses naturally. The development of calluses helps your fingers to acquire resistance and minimize sensitivity. A thick layer of skin develops around the calluses and ultimately prevents your fingers from hurting as you play the instrument.

Although learning how to play the ukulele can be tougher than mastering a traditional guitar, you can rely on the scores of resources available online, including YouTube videos, to overcome this challenge.

If you encounter challenges playing the instrument, such as hurting fingers, it's essential to find out the root cause of the problem to find the right solution. For instance, the problem may be because you aren't playing the uke correctly. Here are some ways in which you can avoid these issues.

•       
Use Your Dominant Arm When Strumming


If you're right-handed, you should use your dominant arm when strumming your ukulele. Avoid the temptation of using your dominant hand for fretting because it can do all the fancy things you desire. You must appreciate the role your dominant arm has in strumming.

Although you may stumble here and there with the chords and nobody will notice as you hit a few fluffed notes, people will notice the issue if your strumming speed is slow or extremely fast. Strumming is a crucial aspect when playing songs using a ukulele. It's pivotal in that many genres of songs have more strumming patterns compared to chord patterns.

•       
Use the Correct Strumming Position


If you assume the right posture, playing the ukulele becomes easier. When strumming, your uke should be in front of the middle of your body. This is the point where the chest and stomach meet. At the same time, you make good use of your index finger; it should point at your left shoulder while your thumb rests in between the index fingers first and second knuckle. This position is vital since it offers extra stability to your fingers, enabling you to make clear sounds as you strum the uke.

•       
Strum the Uke on the Right Spot


Once you've assumed the right posture, grab your ukulele and position it, ensuring your index finger is right above its G string. This is the point where your instrument's neck meets the body. However, the larger ukuleles such as baritone have different sweet spots. Mostly, this area lies between the end of the body and the sound hole. The best way to locate this area is by experimenting to identify where you get your desired sound without straining.

•       
Strum the Instrument Correctly


If your fingers are always hurting after strumming, you need to reconsider how you do it; you may not be strumming correctly. If you strum wrongly, you expose yourself to various risks such as carpal tunnel syndrome. If you want to avoid this issue, you need to strum your ukulele by keeping it loose. If you tighten it up, you risk producing a robotic sound while your fingers will be tiring much faster. Alternatively, you can use your wrist rather than your arm when strumming. The up and down movement on your arm makes it tire quite fast. In this case, you should move the wrist and make sure the forearm does no other movement other than rotating. You don't have to strum wider than your ukulele strings. If you do so, your fingers will tire faster; besides, you'll have challenges producing a steady rhythm. As you strum downwards, your nail should be first to hit the string. The finger pads should hit the string as you strum up. This ensures a perfect balance between the forceful down-strum and the softer up-strum.


·
         
Remain Calm


You need to be relaxed when playing the uke. This should not only be limited to your arms and hands, but your entire body. Your body may get tense as you concentrate on playing the instrument. This may cause your fingers to hurt more; besides, you'll get tired faster. If you want to overcome this problem, you should make a deliberate choice to relax. Start by relaxing your shoulders and arms before playing your ukulele.

Most beginners error by pressing fingers on the strings harder than required, play a note and confirm if you are pressing them too hard. Also, try implementing other techniques that minimize the amount of pressure you exert on the strings. With practice, you'll get used to the discomfort. Therefore, if you're experiencing more pain on your fingers, it could be a sign that you need to intensify your practice to overcome the problem. As you spend more time with your uke, you'll get better.

Hand and Finger Exercises

When playing the ukulele, although your entire body is involved, your hands and fingers do most of the job. If you're a beginner and you're not used to playing the instrument regularly, your fingers may get sore because they aren't used to frequent bending and moving. In your initial days as a uke player, you may experience stiffness in your hands and fingers; you need not worry since this is a normal occurrence that will wear out with time. The best way to overcome this awkward feeling is to engage in some simple hand and finger exercise before you start playing the ukulele. Regular exercises on your hands and fingers will help to strengthen the muscles in this area and increase your flexibility. Most pro uke players have made hand and finger exercises a routine. When your fingers become more flexible, you'll enjoy playing the instrument. Therefore, if you want to master playing stringed instruments, hand and finger exercises are something worth considering. You can't underestimate the power of a few simple hand and finger exercises before and after strumming.

How to Get Calluses to Heal Faster

It may take a while before your fingers develop calluses to enable you to play the ukulele comfortably. If you're still learning the basic chords, you may have challenges developing calluses. But fortunately, you can employ a few techniques to make your experience pain-free.

One way of achieving your intended results faster is by soaking your fingertips on alcohol. This will enable your skin to become drier and to form calluses faster. Water makes calluses weak; therefore, you must practice keeping your fingers dry always. But remember, this only applies to the period that you're trying to form calluses. With consistent playing, your fingers will become tougher, and you won't have to keep them away for water since it can no longer affect them.

Don't Mind About the Blisters

When you start playing the uke, and you're developing some blisters on your fingertips, this shouldn't worry you because it's a normal phenomenon. Although the blisters are unappealing and sore, you shouldn't try pricking or bursting them. This is where your calluses form, and with time, the pain and the discomfort will be no more. The best option would be to insert the fingertips on the surgical spirit several times in the day for about 10 minutes to harden your skin. Also, avoid the temptation of applying plaster on your fingertips as this will worsen your performance and affect your learning process because you can hit the chord pattern correctly in this state.

Stop Playing for a While if the Pain Intensifies

If you're a beginner ukulele player, you'll experience some discomfort as you get used to the activity. You can ignore the discomfort and soldier on with your practice sessions. Excess strumming can make your fingers sore as you start playing the instrument.

But if the pain is extreme, you can stop playing the instrument for a while. Although you may have the guts and determination to ignore the pain, it might not be a wise idea. There's no need to develop a serious condition such as crippling or tendinitis. The superficial pain will fade in a few days.

Learn to Play the Ukulele

When practicing how to play the ukulele, strumming is one of the basic techniques that you need to master. With the right posture and a few tricks, you'll learn to play the instrument painlessly. You should know when to start and when to stop to avoid chronic pains, which can affect your lessons. That's why you need to master a few tips to avoid stressing your fingers and hands excessively. You need to take some occasional breaks, but you shouldn't stop practicing completely.

Ukulele Strumming Techniques

Everybody starting out on stringed instruments must learn how to strum. Often you'll hear beginners asking, "How do I strum." Although this seems to be a simple question, you can figure it out until you're holding the ukulele in your hands. That's when you get confused about whether to use your fingers or thumbs or a pick. You may also be asking how to strum correctly. Should you do this fast, slowly, up-down or down-up? When you get answers to these questions, you'll be on the right track to becoming a pro ukulele player. Here are a few basic strumming techniques to get you going.

Using a Pick

If you've played other stringed instruments before, such as the guitar and the mandolin, you'll find playing the ukulele easier because you already have some experience strumming. You can apply these techniques to the ukulele. They'll be handy to keep you from developing bad habits that may hurt your fingers and wrist.

If you plan to use a pick when playing the uke, it's crucial to learn how to hold it correctly. You should not hold it too tight, but you need to hold it firmly between your first finger and the thumb. Also, your hand shouldn't be cramped up. In fact, the best technique is to hold the pick in such a way that a person can tug it from your fingers, but it can't drop off when you're playing the instrument.

When playing your ukulele, the specific pick to use will depend on the kind of sound you want to produce. I'd recommend that you should visit your local music store and buy about six different types of picks. The pick will differ in thickness. You can also ask the vendor if they have felt picks and a set of banjo picks. After purchasing the picks, it is now time to try them out and see what works for you. With this collection, you have enough to experiment on. Alternatively, you can discard the picks and use your fingers to strum the instrument.

Fingerpicking

If you plan to use your fingers, it's advisable to trim fingernails on your fretting hand. But those on your picking hand you can let them grow longer, or you can use acrylic nails. Also, you can trim fingernails on both hands but use pads on the fingers. Try out several options and discover what works best for you.

When fingerpicking, your hands should remain loose and never stressed as you play the instrument. Learning new tricks requires concentration. Also, avoid stress on your hands and fingers to limit pain and discomfort or severe problems such as ulnar nerve damage or carpal tunnel syndrome.

Ukulele Strumming Patterns

After mastering a few tricks, you'll discover that strumming ukulele isn't as difficult as most people consider it to be. The main strumming techniques are up strums, down strums, and palm-muting. If you master these three techniques, you'll discover a wide range of rhythmic variations that you can employ to play different songs.

The secret to becoming an excellent rhythm player is to learn how to strum to the music at the right time. Initial, you should practice slowly then up your speed after mastering the techniques. You should also strum in ways that you believe will accentuate the song's beat. Strum your rhythm steady to add to the drums section, and if you don't have drums, your rhythm should cover for what the drums would have brought to the song.

Also, practice palm muting as you strum your ukulele; it's an exciting and fun exercise. In this case, the bottom of your hand should be across all the strings gently; then roll your hand and with the help of your pick, strum across the strings. If you do this right, you'll hear a "plunky" sound. This is a famous guitar technique that was used by many popular bands such as The Cars in the '80s. It gives the ukulele a "pizzicato" sound.

Strumming Patterns You Can Practice on Your Ukulele


·
        
 Down – Up – Down – Up
: This is among the most basic strumming patterns that you can strum to whole notes, half notes up to 16th notes. When strumming, you'll either make the note sound slower or faster, depending on the type.

When strumming a whole note, you must count four before strumming the next whole note. On the other hand, if you're strumming via eighth notes, you have to strum eight times each measure.


·
        
 Down – Down – Up:
 In this strumming pattern, you must rest on the final beat of a four-count measure. Alternatively, you may play it as a waltz-time type of feel.


·
         
Down – Down – Up – Up:
 This is another simple strumming pattern


·
        
 Down – Up – Down:
 This strumming pattern is also referred to as the triple pattern. Triplets enable you to cram three notes instead of two in one space. If you plan to repeat the pattern, it'll be D-U-D, D-U-D


·
         
Up – Up – Up – Up:
 This strumming pattern offers a perky and jumpy sound.


·
        
 Down – Down – Down – Down:
 This is the opposite pattern to the one above and comes with a more authoritative beat.


·
        
 Down – Up – Up:
 This pattern can work perfectly as three beats and rest or as a triplet pattern. You should try various combinations until you find an ideal pattern.

Ukulele Picking Patterns

You don't require a pick with these patterns, but you can use one if you wish so. Most people prefer throwing away the pick and using their fingers.

When fingerpicking you mostly, you'll have three sets of fingers: your thumb, ring finger, middle and forefinger; your thumb and forefinger; or your thumb, middle finger, and forefinger.

Most individuals prefer picking with the thumb and the first finger. Try the combinations and choose one that you feel most comfortable.

You need to master a few basic rolls that you can implement on the ukulele with these patterns.

Forward Roll

Your fingers should rest gently on the strings for the forward roll, and then use your thumb to control the C and G strings by picking the G and C strings alternately. Also, use your middle finger to control the A string and the index finger to control the E string.

Backward Roll

The backward roll is the reverse of the forward roll: middle-index-thumb.

Try different fingerpicking techniques using the strings below. Practice them by holding down a chord you're well conversant with and pick along it.

G, G, C, E, A: This is an amendment of the forward banjo roll.

G, C, E, G, C, E: It's a forward banjo roll.

C, E, G, A: This is a four-string alteration of a Travis-style roll.

C, C, E, G, C: This is also a form of Travis roll.

C, C, E, G, A, E, C: This is a forward-backward roll.

A, E, C, G: It's a backward roll.

C, C, E, G. A: This is also a forward roll.

A, A, E, C, G, C: This is a backward roll that ends on the tonic.

G, A, C, A, E, A: This is the same as picking in the classical Spanish song "Malagueña."

G, A, C, A, C, A, G: It's another alteration of the previous pattern.

Try the above fingerpicking patterns using your thumb and middle finger or your thumbs and the first finger. Again, practice these patterns using your thumb, first finger, and middle finger. And finally, practice the patterns by employing your thumb, first finger, middle finger, and lastly, the ring finger.

Now you have a bunch of patterns, rolls, strums, rhythms, and fingerings that you can utilize and get started strumming your ukulele.

How Do You Strum a Ukulele?

After mastering how to hold the uke, the next task is learning how to play the instrument. Typically, you play all the four strings on the instrument concurrently using your right hand and a downward movement. This is what is referred to as strumming the ukulele.

As you play the instrument, ensure your hands are comfortable. Avoid straining your wrist and make sure your hands are relaxed. If you notice some notes sound like buzzing or a dead-end, it's your duty to press your left-hand fingers more. Also, ensure the fingers are set behind the fret. When strumming the ukulele, you can opt to use your thumb, the first finger, all the four fingers, or a pick.

How to Hold a Pick

A pick can be a triangularly shaped felt or plastic piece used to play the ukulele or any other stringed instrument. Typically, uke players use thick picks when playing the instrument. Use the pick correctly by holding it lightly between your first finger and thumb and using its tip to play the strings.
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How to Hold a Ukulele

In the past, ukuleles were rare, but today you can easily acquire a high-quality instrument affordably. These string instruments are small, fun to play, and offer an incredibly bright tone. Still, learning how to play the instrument isn't as challenging as most people consider it to be. But remember, to be a skilled uke player, you must get the basics right. You must learn how to hold the instrument correctly so that it can produce the best sound. Here are a few tips on how to hold the instrument.

How to Hold a Ukulele While Standing

As the ukulele continues to rise in popularity, it's being used more often in musical activities. And most individuals opt to play it while standing. Fortunately, the ukulele is an extremely light string instrument that you can play comfortably with or without a strap. This is how to hold the neck and body of the instrument.

Holding the Body

When playing the ukulele while standing, its body should lie against your chest, on the midsection. The sound hole should also be at your chest level too. Hold the uke closely and lock it using your elbow as you wrap your strumming hand across its body tightly. This posture will guarantee that you'll strum the instrument comfortably without it having to slide away.

Holding the Neck

Actually, we shouldn't be talking about "holding" the ukulele but rather cradling it using your fretting hand. The weight of the instrument should lie on your chest and your strumming arm. At the same time, its neck should be supported by the thumb and forefinger of your fretting hand. In this position, you'll be able to move your hand comfortably back and forth without shaking the instrument. Ensure you are comfortable throughout the entire process. You need to practice holding the instrument with your strumming arm without any challenges. But with some little practice, the process will be effortless.

Holding the Ukulele When Seated

Sit comfortably on a chair with the ukulele positioned close to you, upright. The neck of the instrument should be held slightly upward. Some uke players opt to sit cross-legged. Try various sitting positions and choose one that suits you. Your main goal is to be comfortable besides having easy access to the instrument's fretboard. You may also need a music stand to help you as you read the ukulele sheet music.

Ukulele Left-Hand Position

Your fingers should lie on their tips behind the frets and not on top of them. Also, ensure your thumb doesn't run parallel along its back or hang over the neck. Such techniques are wrong and will make playing the instrument harder.

This should be the order of your left-hand fingers:


·
         
Left thumb


·
         
Index finger


·
         
Middle finger


·
         
Ring finger


·
         
Pinky finger


·
         
The strumming Basics

You can master strumming by using various techniques. One of the easiest tricks is to start with a loose fist as the basic hand position. You are supposed to strum with your right hand's index finger with the fingernail side down in this technique. When strumming down, you should hit the string with your nails. On the other hand, when strumming up, you should use the fleshy tip of your finger to hit the strings. Also, use your wrist instead of your entire hand to avoid tiring quickly.

Alternatively, you can use a combination of your thumb and index finger to do the magic. Put the tips of both fingers together as if you're holding a plectrum and start strumming down using the nail of your index finger and the tip of your thumb as you strum up. This technique is popular with individuals who have a background in playing the guitar. Also, ensure you're strumming on the right spot. If you strum too high on the neck or close to the bridge, you'll produce a dim sound. The ideal place to strum on the ukulele differs on the type of instrument, but typically it's at the point where the neck meets the body. Practice strumming on both up and down before you can move to the advanced techniques.

Advanced

After you've mastered the basic up and down strumming, it's time to move to the advanced section. Each song features a unique strumming rhythm and pattern to create a different sound. You can develop strumming patterns by maintaining the same up and down movements but avoiding hitting the strings on particular strums. For instance, you can do: up, down, down, up. As you make the up and down motion consistently, you should miss the strings on the down strum, then strum up and down and miss the up strum, then strum down and up and miss the down strum.

Strumming Notation

At times, you may discover some strumming patterns noted as text. Some sites don't display strumming patterns because copyright laws prohibit them. These laws don't permit posting on how to play songs, but you can find strumming notations. For example, (d) stands for down strum while (u) stands for up strum, (-) represents a missed strum or a pause. This is when you move your hand up and down, but you don't hit any string. This symbol is most useful as an indication of strum timings.

On the other hand, an (x) symbolizes a chnk. This involves strumming down and following through such that your hand's underside lands on the strings, making a 'chnk' sound.

(d) Or (u) refers to a muted down/up strum. It involves strumming ordinarily, but in this case, your fretting fingers should rest on the strings to stop them from ringing; although it sounds like a chnk, you can do the strums in either direction.

d or u: when these letters are in bold, it indicates that the strum is emphasized.

How to Fret Your Ukulele

As you play your uke, you need to press the strings down to form different notes. This is what is referred to as fretting. When you hold down the string, it becomes shorter, resulting in a higher pitch. The Fret wire guarantees that your string is of the perfect length and that it'll create the expected note. The fret wire stops the string when you press it down, making it vibrate.

Positioning Your Fretting Hand on the Ukulele

The fretting hand is your left hand if you are left-handed and vice versa. Begin by laying the fretting hand with its palm up and let the ukulele rest on your hand with the nut pointing directly at the base of your index finger.

Then move the thumb about the neck to emerge over the top of the nut. This will ensure the ukulele's neck lies between your index finger and the thumb. This position supports the instrument and guarantees that your hand is in the best position for fretting. You now need to twist your fingers to curve over the strings.

Your finger shouldn't touch any string except the one you want to fret. In this case, it's the fret wire's task to stop the string and not your finger. If you are playing a complex piece, you need to move your thumb to the neck's back to relax your fingers and apply extra pressure. Then put your finger behind the fret. For example, if you are playing the third fret, you need to press down the string between the 3rd and 1st fret wires.

Fretting Your Ukulele

When fretting, apply adequate pressure to the strings to enable them to ring clearly. Avoid pressing the string unreasonably as this will make your hand tire out quickly; besides, the string may get out of tune.

As you begin fretting your ukulele, you should first rest your fingers lightly on the string before pressing it down. Then use the thumb to pluck the string and create a click. Continue plucking the string with your fretting finger and increase the press gradually. As you continue with this action, the notes will become clearer. When you hear the notes clearer, you don't need to apply more pressure. This is how to hard press a string.

Before you can fret correctly, you'll need to practice consistently. Sometimes you'll hear a buzzing string or a dead 'thunk.' If you encounter any issues when fretting, try to locate the problem by troubleshooting:


·
         
If your finger is touching the fret wire, you need to move it back slightly.


·
        
 You may not be pressing on the string hard enough; therefore, try to increase the pressure gradually to see if the situation improves.


·
        
 Check if there is another finger touching the string. If not, check if there is any other object touching the string apart from your fretting finger.

If you performed the above inspection and you're still getting the buzzing sound, then it's most likely that your ukulele has some problems. This is most probable if the issue is occurring only on a particular fret or string.


Chapter 7: Ukulele Fingerpicking Techniques and Melody Playing

Fingerpicking is different from simple strumming because it involves using one or more fingers to play the ukulele, and it can be a bit difficult, especially for beginners. Thus, it's essential to spend adequate time practicing fingerpicking techniques because you get comfortable with it in the long run, and playing the instrument becomes more enjoyable.

As highlighted earlier, you can use one to four fingers to play the ukulele. For instance, you can use three fingers: the middle finger, the index finger, and the thumb. In this case, the middle finger will work on the first string while the index finger will handle the second or third string. You'll use the thumb to play the third and fourth strings, although it can also work on the second string, depending on the song at hand. When employing this fingerpicking technique, your pinkie and ring finger should rest on the surface of the ukulele to offer enough support for the three fingers doing the picking. Many musicians use the 3 fingerpicking style, including bluegrass banjo players and guitarists such as Chet Atkins. But remember, this style has undergone some modifications because the ukulele has only four strings.

You can use fingerpicking patterns as an accompaniment to your song as you sing rather than strumming, or you can combine it with strumming in some instances and fingerpicking in other places. Also, you can play fingerpicking arrangements that feature fill notes and melody. Although this arrangement will differ from one song to another, it will be based on the song's tempo and melody.

Fingerpicking patterns that use the C chord are most simple. When learning how fingerpicking works, it's essential to use this chord and advance to other chords as you get more comfortable. Initially, you should practice fingerpicking by repeating one pattern in the entire song. When you get more confident, you can mix them up as you wish.

Beginner ukulele players learn how to play uke by starting with the chords and later progress to play songs using the chords. They then advance to learn fingerpicking notes from the chord. Once they are comfortable with these initial steps, they are ready to learn ukulele chord melody.

Chord melody involves a mix of strumming and fingerpicking. This implies that you pick the melody by strumming the full chords. This procedure enables you to write exciting songs in distinctive ways. If you detest playing and singing simultaneously, this could be an excellent method to spice up your playing. Several notable players like James Hill and Jake Shimabukuro use this style.

Before attempting a chord melody, you need to polish your strumming skills and master different fingerpicking patterns because you'll need to be good in both.

Arranging a chord melody is a vast subject that may take longer to cover; here, you'll learn the basics. With practice, you'll become a pro in chord melody, and at this point, you can even come up with your signature style.

The Building Blocks of Chord Melody

As highlighted before, you need to master some basic skills in playing the ukulele before learning a chord melody. You'll also need music theory knowledge, especially scales; this will enable you to master the topic faster.

After familiarizing yourself with the necessary skills needed to play the chord melody, it's time to dig deeper at the song's building blocks: rhythm, harmony, melody, and dynamics.

Rhythm

Rhythm is the foundation of the chord-melody style. In this regard, you must grasp playing in time.

Since chord melody can be intricate, you need to know how to play in time, and you shouldn't haste or lag. Avoid missing the beats or adding more; this is most important when hitting certain notes.

You know most ukulele players started by practicing at a very slow BPM when learning strumming patterns. If you're starting as a uke player, you can adopt this trick as you learn new arrangements.

Melody

In a solo arrangement, the highest note emanating from your ukulele is the melody. This means you need to play this note on your E string so that the harmony notes ring less than your melody.

The human ear can pick the melody better when it played higher than the harmony. If you play it on lower notes, it may vanish in the mix, making it hard to be heard. If you play in time and your rhythm is perfect, then the melody becomes the most vital aspect of the solo arrangement.

When selecting your first song, choose one you are familiar with and easily locate its sheet music.

As highlighted earlier, if you understand scales, especially the major scale, you'll have an easy time here. If you have scale knowledge and sheet music for any song, finding its melody becomes hassle-free.

The melody in a chord melody arrangement is the group of notes you should sing but instead pick.

The melody is what defines a song; it's what a listener recognizes when you play a song. It's the most critical building block in the chord-melody style.

For instance, consider listening to a simple popular song such as Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. Although this song can be sung, for this case, it's only the melody that is plucked.

Although the melody by itself is scanty, you clearly know that the song you are listening to is Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.

When arranging chord melody songs, if you'll discover the melody on your own, you need the following skill set.


·
        
 Finding the Sheet Music
: You can find the sheet music for a particular song online at a small fee. The sheet music should notate the melody in detail. If you can read the music on the sheet, translating the melody to the ukulele is easier.


·
        
 Locate Major Scale Positions on the Fretboard:
 If you want to make sense of melody in a song, it's vital to have knowledge of the major scale multiple keys and notes across the fretboard.


·
        
 Cultivate a Listening Ear:
 When arranging a chord melody, you need to locate a recording of the song, listen to the first note of the song, hum it loudly, and locate the note on the ukulele's fretboard. If you know the major scale, you'll find the note's location on the scale, thus discovering other melody notes. If you can hear a melody and hum it, it's possible to establish where it is played on the fretboard by ear.

Almost 99% of songs played on the ukulele are based on the major scale. This scale comprises seven notes, and it'll be eight if you include the octave. This means if you know the location of these seven notes, finding their melody is easier.

Knowledge of the major scale on the ukes fretboard is a mandatory skill that will make discovering the melody effortlessly. It also boosts your knowledge of reading music notation and developing your ear.

Harmony

Songs would be too boring if you only played the melody. That's why harmony comes in; it adds some spice and sound to the song.

When talking of harmony, we are referring to chords of the song. One of the best's ways of arranging an excellent chord melody is to find triads. These three-note chords enable you to discover the chord shapes and the highest note in the melody. You can achieve this in root position, 1st inversion, and 2nd inversion to harmonize maximally.

As you discovered in the Twinkle, Twinkle song, the melody is light and not full-sounding. This makes it somewhat boring. Layering a single melody with chords in a chord melody is the best way of making the chord melody richer. We can then define harmony as chords of a song. This implies you should play chords along with the melody to make the sound packed and richer.

The melody note in a chord melody is typically the highest note in the chord. It's usually played on the ukulele's two bottom strings (on A and E strings). Strumming the uke with your thumb creates the richest tone. A brilliant example of a song played in this style is the famous "O Shenandoah." The easiest way to identify melody and harmony is by finding out the chords of the song.

You can easily find the chords of a song via a simple Google search. After finding the chords, your next assignment is learning how to play major, minor, and diminished chords. Playing chords across the fretboard is possible via several methods in the form of triads. But you require background information about the major scale to unravel these triads on the fretboard.

The chord melody's core purpose is to locate areas where notes are arranged so that the melody note sounds highest in the chord. It's easier to harmonize the melody with a chord by implementing different types of triads. When you master how to make chords across the fretboard to make the melody the highest sounding note, the melody will be richer.

Dynamics

Dynamics are not specific to the ukulele chord melody style but apply here just as much as in any other form of playing. When you emphasize a note, chord, or section of a song over others, you're using dynamics. This can be used in many different ways to let certain notes really ring out, stand above others, or slowly build your strumming from soft to loud to introduce a chorus.

To practice this skill, simply spend time strumming soft to loud, picking out notes with differing volumes, and changing tempo during a piece of music.

When playing in the chord melody style, one of the most important aspects is to know how to create expression and emotion. Dynamics helps you to create emotion and expression in a song. Dynamics means how loud or soft you're playing and how you emphasize specific notes over others.

You can recognize dynamics in a song by listening to how certain chords are strummed louder than others. If you don't strum the chord in this way, the melody will be lost. An excellent example of dynamics at work is the performance of the popular Hawaiian song Aloha 'Oe. In this case, you'll notice that the melody is noticeable when playing the melody.

Dynamics enables a player to express themselves throughout the piece, and it's based on the player's preference. It forms the most exciting part of playing the ukulele. If you want to develop this skill, you need to embark on a particular dynamic exercise like strumming from loud to soft or soft to loud without changing the tempo. When you add emotion and expression to any chord arrangement, you're, in essence, bringing together all the other elements of harmony, melody, and rhythm.

Rhythm

If you scrutinize the performance of O Shenandoah, you'll realize that there are a gap and space between the notes in the melody. This is done deliberately to bring a dramatic effect. However, professional chord melody performers look for strumming between the melody notes to make the performance more energetic and carry the melody along.

Suppose you pay attention to the performance of Red River Valley. In that case, you'll notice that the strumming pattern is consistent in the entire performance, and it emphasizes melody by use of creative chord positions across the fretboard. The objective of strumming is to play a pattern that follows the melody of the song. In the chord melody style, everything revolves around the melody.

This means you need to vary the strumming pattern for particular parts of the song's measures to follow the melody. This is explicitly evident in the Red River Valley's performance, whereby the strumming pattern varies to match the song's melody. If you want to be successful while playing in this style, you need a comprehensive knowledge of playing strumming patterns in different rhythms.

Playing Your First Chord Melody on Your Ukulele

With the knowledge you've gathered so far, and possibly playing skill, you can now arrange your chord melody. Just like any other skill, you will not master this style of playing overnight; you'll need lots of practice.

If you want to realize incredible results, you should start with a very simple song such as Twinkle Twinkle; Mary Had a Little Lamb, Little Star, or other related songs. Alternatively, go back to the basic songs that you picked when you started learning how to play the ukulele.



Chapter 8: Different Ukulele Chord Families and Tuning



Before we can look at the various ukulele chord families, it's also essential to know how the instrument is tuned. The instrument has four strings, while guitars have 6 or 12 strings. This notwithstanding, you may also experience challenges tuning ukulele, especially if you're a beginner. Fortunately, you can try out several methods when tuning the instrument. The process involves learning the layout, finding the pitches, and tuning the strings.

Since the standard uke is tuned in G-C-E-A format, the string that's closest to your chin is the G string, while the A string is at the bottom of your ukulele. Also, note that the strings are counted bottom-up, meaning the A string is the first, and the G string is the last and fourth.

How to Ensure Your Ukulele Is in Tune

Expect an awful sound from your ukulele if it's not in tune. Besides, you won't enjoy playing your instrument. At the same time, the notes you're playing will differ from what you're listening to. This will make you think that you can't succeed as a uke player only to find that your instrument was not tuned properly. That's why you should always tune your instrument before playing. The easiest way of tuning your ukulele is using an electronic tune; you may also use a ukulele tuning app or an online tuner. When tuning the instrument, your main aim is to ensure it sounds as expected. With practice, you'll learn how to tune your uke by ear, which is a desirable skill to any player; it's of much help when you've forgotten your tuner when traveling.
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How to Tune Your Ukulele Properly

When you already know the ukulele parts and how to restring the instrument, your next objective should be to learn how to tune it. Tuning the instrument is fundamental to playing great music. The strings of the ukulele as are as follows:

•       
G: the 4th string

•       
C: the 3rd string

•       
E: the 2nd string

•       
A: the 1st string

This refers to standard tuning in a ukulele, and it's what you need to play most songs. Here are a few methods you can use to tune your ukulele.

Electronic Tuning

This is the easiest and most accurate way of tuning your instrument. These tuners are readily available in your local music stores as well as in online stores. They are affordable and will make your uke playing sessions more enjoyable. When purchasing an electronic tuner, ensure it's designed for tuning ukuleles, or it's a chromatic tuner (can tune different notes). Tuning your uke using an electronic tuner is simple and straightforward. All you need is to clip the tuner on the instrument's headstock and then pluck the strings; it will indicate the note you're playing on its display. You can then use the tuning pegs to set your desired note.

Standard Ukulele Tuning Method

7.) This method is also called "relative tuning" because you tune the four uke strings relative to each other. It's the ideal way to tune your uke, especially if you're playing alone, and you want all the strings to sound good, but they aren't accurate. On the contrary, it may not be the best method if you're playing with others. This is how to do it:


	
In this method, you have to use the first string (A) as the reference when tuning the other three strings. Partly, this is why the method may not be as accurate. But if you're playing alone, you may not notice.



	
Start by placing your finger behind the 5th fret on the second string (E). This is an A note, and when you pick the first string, it should sound the same as the second. Use the tuning pegs on the headstock to adjust the second string until you attain your desired sound.



	
You should now place your finger on the 4th fret on the third string(C) to create the E note. When you pick the E string, it should produce the same sound. Also, use the tuning pegs on the headstock to adjust the string until the sound matches.



	
Most ukuleles come with a high G string. Now place your fingers immediately behind the 2nd fret on the fourth string (G); this is an A note. When you pick the A string, it should sound the same. Use the tuning pegs to adjust the strings.





If you are working on a low G string, you need to immediately place your finger behind the 5th fret on the fourth string (G). This is what we call a C note. When you pick the 3rd string (A), it needs to sound the same. If not, use tuning pegs on the headstock to accomplish this task.

Tuning your uke via this method will take some practice to train your ear. Nevertheless, this is an easier and quicker way to tune your ukulele. You can also create other combinations in case you know your note on the fretboard.

Piano Tuning

You may also use the piano to tune your uke. In this case, you're required to match the piano's notes with those of your ukulele by ear. Again, this will need practice. The notes GCEA on your ukulele will be equivalent to sol, do, mi, la on the piano.

My Ukulele Won’t Tune

You may have challenges tuning your uke if it's too old or it's a new one, and it has not been set up correctly. You can easily solve this problem by tightening the machine's heads slightly. Also, this issue could be because the strings haven't been put on correctly. In this case, you'll need to change them.

Typically, chords are identified in lead sheets via abbreviations of their proper name. For example, C will represent C Major while Cm refers to C minor. But the best way of defining chords is by looking at their family relationships. All major scales consist of groupings of seven notes out of the twelve probable notes used in western music. Every note in a scale represents the root of a chord.

When roman numerals are used, each chord is labeled respectively as I, ii, iii, IV, V, vi, vii° with the numerals in the upper case representing a major chord and those in lower case referring to a minor while the ° symbol represents a diminished chord.

Also, the Nashville numbers are also used to label chords, although they are less commonly used. They follow this order: 1, 2m, 3m, 4, 5, 6m, 7dim.

When chords are reduced to a series of numbers, it's easier to see the chords' family relationships. Also, it becomes easier to transpose a song into any of the twelve probable keys.

For instance, if you're learning a song in the key of C, you'll realize the song has three chords: C, F, and G. When singing the song, it'll feel too low for your voice, and you'd wish to sing it higher. The notes C, F, and G are equivalent to 1, 4, and 5. If you're using the Nashville Numbers, if you transpose to the key of D, 1,4 and 5 will now be D, G, and A, and now you'll realize that the song is more comfortable for your voice.

Although some of the twelve major keys are commonly used, others are hardly used. Typically, as you move from the key of C to the circle of fifths, the less a key is used. You'll realize that C is the most common, followed by F and G, then Bb and D and Eb and A as the list goes on. If you're learning chord families methodically, you should start with the common scales as you advance to the less popular.

Two Critical Chord Substitutions

Because the major V chord is occasionally interchangeable with the V7 chord, which is also referred to as the dominant seventh chord, you learn the chords starting in advanced levels. You find that a real vii° chord is extremely rare on the ukulele, but a V7 is used as its substitute.

When learning to play any instrument, including the ukulele, you'll find the task more challenging if you don't have an excellent guide to follow. As a beginner, you need to start by learning all the ukulele parts and how to tune the instrument before you can learn chords and start playing music.

In simple words, a chord is a combination of three or more notes that are played at the same time to produce a harmonious sound. You achieve this by strumming different strings on the ukulele whereby each represents a different note in the chord. When strumming, you have to alter the finger placement on the fret to create a broader range of sounds. You can create some chords with only one fret, while for others, you'll need two or three frets. Below are some of the most common ukulele chords for beginners and how you can use them.

Simple Chords

The C Major and A minor chords are the most commonly used chords, and they only need one fret. You form C Major by placing your third finger on the 3rd fret of the bottom string and then strum the four strings to generate the chord. As for A Minor, your second finger should be on the 2nd fret of the topmost string, and you also need to strum all the four strings to make the chord. Typically, these two chords are easy to play and remember and are common in various kinds of music.

Other Common Chords

Another common chord you can form using your fretting hand is the F Major chord. In this case, you place your first finger on the 1st fret of the second string while your ring finger is on the 2nd fret of the top string. Note that you'll play open, the 3rd, and bottom strings. Initially, your fingers will feel a bit cramped as you try to adjust to these movements. The best way to master this chord is by regularly practicing to develop muscle memory and get your fingers used to the movements. At the same time, you must be cautious about where your fingers land on the fret to avoid muting the open strings or creating a buzz.

Another popular chord created using two frets is the A major chord. In this case, you place your 1st finger on the first fret of the 3rd string while your middle finger is on the 2nd fret of the top string. You'll then play open the two bottom strings. You need practice and muscle memory to know how to move between several chords without missing any of the main elements that form the combination. You'll realize that there are major and minor differences for each note on the scale, with some appearing more frequently than others.

Ukulele Chord Progressions

After learning the chords independently, you need to bring them together to create a progression. Some chords will sound better when played together because they're in the same family of notes. Practicing progressions is the best way of mastering how to move from one chord to the other accurately and smoothly.

Most ukulele songs consist of chord progressions, and many of these songs consist of only three chords. When you learn how chords work together and create a library of chords, you can play unlimited songs in various musical styles. As you memorize more chords, you can add variations and explore more music over time.

Chord Progressions

The western musical scale is founded on chord progressions. You'll discover this fact when listening to music from other parts of the world like India; the sound differs from what you're used to. The main explanation is that more than one musical intonation is used. Indian music employs what we call "just intonation," which consists of frequencies of notes interconnected by ratios of small whole numbers. This tuning style was also used widely in ancient Greek music and is still in use today.

On the contrary, the western musical scale applies the so-called "equal temperament," in which the frequency interval among two head-to-head notes bears the same ratio. As you know, the ukulele originates from European musical tradition.

The chord progression is the source of harmony in Western musical tradition. We can define chord progression as a sequence of musical chords fashioned on notes on the musical scale. These chords are categorized into major, minor, or diminished chords.

Chord Progressions by Key

An excellent method of learning chord progression is to sort them through keys. The key is a critical component of music, and different keys have varying impacts on the mood and tone of a song. Fortunately, it's possible to discover the chord pattern of any key. A good example is when you're using the key of C. If you have experience playing the piano, you must have come across this key. It lacks the sharps and flats on the piano keyboard. It's also the first key you'll encounter in piano lessons.

Some of the common chords in the key of C are C major, D minor, E minor, F major, G major, A minor, and B diminished. These chords are named based on the chords in the scale. In any key, including C, each note matches a specific chord.

In all major chords, including C major, the chord progression follows a certain pattern: major, minor, minor, major, major, minor, and diminished. The order is also witnessed in G major. In this case, 1st, 4th, and 5th notes correspond to major chords while the 2nd, 3rd, and 6th notes in the scale match to minor chords, and the 7th is diminished.

Similar to the major chords, the minor keys like A minor also follow a particular chord pattern in this pattern: minor, diminished, major, minor, minor, major, and major.

Knowledge of musical theory is critical to understanding the progression of chords in any key. Unfortunately, most people neglect this vital requirement. If you want to understand the subject faster, you can refer to a table of the popularly used keys in ukulele music. From the tables, you'll discover that it's quite easy to play these chords. Typically minor keys sound gloomy and dull; thus, they are hardly used in ukulele music.

Common Ukulele Chord Progressions

You need information about chord progressions and an ordered list of chords to play the ukulele effectively. In simple terms, chord progression refers to a list of roman numerals that notify the order to follow when playing ukulele chords to create breathtaking music.

You'll notice that most of the chord progressions you encounter commonly in written music come from the key of C. Typically, the roman numerals for the major chords are capitalized while those for minor and diminished chords come in lowercase. Also, each numeral corresponds to a certain chord number.

I-IV-V (C, F, G)

I-vi-IV-V (C, Am, F, G)

You may also implement this chord progression on another chord and find out the sound produced. You'll note that although the music's flow and tone are identical, the sound will differ.

When you see "7" showing in any progression, for instance, "II7" or "V7," it implies you should go back to the preceding numeral and play its "seventh" version. In this case, the key of C, V7 corresponds to the G7 chord, but in the key of F, V7 will be the same as C7.

Below are some of the most common uke progressions worth trying out:

•       
I, vi, IV, V

•       
I, IV, V

•       
I, V, vi, IV

•       
I, vi, ii, V

•       
i, iv, V7

•       
I, IV, V7

Three-Chord Progressions

When learning how to play musical instruments, including the ukulele, you'll discover that most songs spin around three-chord progressions. Technically, these chords are four, but two are identical.

Also, in some songs, a melody is created around the chords, while in others, the chords are included to brighten and complement the melody. No matter the case, you'll discover that chord progressions are the foundation of American music. If you have plans for composing your music, it's crucial to start by learning chord progression; they are pillars of any music piece.

Gather information on how they are organized and the rules that govern them; this knowledge will be of immense importance when putting music together. Once you have sufficient information about the major and minor chords, you can apply them boldly on a piece of music. According to the mathematical foundations of music, some patterns and arrangements are inherent and work together to create articulate pieces that everyone will want to listen to.

Tips on Ukulele Chord Families

These chord families are an excellent way of practicing how to change between chords, and this is the actual changes you'll encounter when playing real songs.

As you learn to play in new keys, in most cases you’ll encounter some chords you know from other uke chord families. In some instances, you'll only need to learn only two or three new chords.

Develop the habit of smart practice; 15 minutes of focused practice on a specific ukulele chord family is of more value than hours of moving from one aspect to the other.

If you practice playing songs using the same ukulele chord family, your fingers get used to the spots you need to pluck to make a particular sound. You get used to where your fingers should go next.

Chords are chunks of notes you play together and are an ideal starting point if you want to learn to play music on your ukulele. Here are some of the most popular ukulele chord families.

Chords are blocks of notes that you play together and are the perfect place to start learning to play music on your ukulele. Here are the most common ukulele chords divided into chord families.


·
         
C chord family


·
         
D chord family


·
         
F chord family


·
         
G chord family


·
         
A chord family


·
         
Bb chord family

Reading Chord Charts

There are a few variations on how chords are represented on charts. This notwithstanding, the chord charts offer an intuitive picture of what to do, and working them out isn't complicated.

The Dots

This form of chord chart presents the ukulele fretboard as if it's facing toward you and pointing upwards. In this case, the vertical lines represent the strings while the horizontal line is the frets. The chord shapes are represented by dots and indicate where each finger should go.

For example, you're supposed to play the C string at the 2nd fret for a G chord, the A string at the 2nd fret, and E string at the 3rd fret. If you see an "o" on top of any string, it means you the string should be played open.

The Numbers

The numbers at the bottom of the chart refer to the finger you should use and not the fret. So if you see 1, it means you need to the string using your pointer/index finger while a 2 would mean you need to use the middle finger. Remember, the number refers to the fingers and not strings, as most people find this confusing.

For instance, in the G chord, you should fret the A string as the 2nd fret using your second finger, the E string at the 3rd fret using the third finger, and the C string at the 2nd fret using the first finger.

You can try different ways of arranging your fingers. For example, some ukulele chord charts have the fingerings within the dots.

Xs

If you see an 'X' on top of a string, it means you should not play that string. In this case, you need to rest one of your fretting fingers against the string and ensure it doesn't sound.

Barre Chords

When one finger plays more than one string, this can be represented as an arch over the barred strings. Alternatively, you can have a black bar stretching across the strings.

Chords Up the Neck

If you play a chord higher up the fretboard, you should indicate the lowest fret you play at the top right or at the left. For example, if you play the A and C strings on the 7th fret, you'll play the E string at the 8th fret and the G string at the 9th fret.

Text Chords

You can use numbers when you want to refer to chord shapes swiftly. For example, 3100 denotes fret numbers for each string in the order, Gcea. In this case, 3 means you'll play the G-string at the 2nd fret, and 1 means you'll play the C string at the 1st fret while the 0s means you'll play the A and E strings open.

Making Music

Using a collection of chord charts, you can play unlimited songs. You can also join ukulele community forums and learn popular chords used by the player or search for the chords online. Another excellent way of learning chords is to play along with videos; you'll find this technique to be fun and exciting since you can even play with friends.

When playing chords on the ukulele, you should press the strings down against the fretboard simultaneously and not individually. The best way to do this smoothly is via lots of practice and ensuring your fingers get accustomed to the chord's shape. Also, practice lifting your fingers off the strings at the same time and putting them back to play the chord, then strum the ukulele and listen keenly to the chord sounds.

Practice consistently until your fingers get used to your chords' shape, and you can identify the chord by listening to its sound. With time, your fingers will develop muscle memory, and at this point, you do not need to check the chord charts every time or look at the fretboard to confirm if your fingers are in the right positions on the strings.

In most ukulele chord guides, the 1st finger refers to the index finger, the 2nd finger is the middle finger, and the 3rd finger is the ring finger, while the 4th finger refers to the little or pinky finger. Also, the 1st fret is the one adjacent to the nut.

The following are some of the ukulele chords that beginners can play along:

C Ukulele Chord/C Major

Fret 3: the 3rd finger should be on the A string (bottom string)

A Minor Ukulele Chord

F ukulele chord / F major

Fret 1: fret the E string using the 1st finger

Fret 2: fret the G string using the 2nd finger. At the same time, you need to arc your fingers to stop them from hitting the A and C strings as you reach over to the G and E strings. You need to practice keeping the A and C strings open.

F major ukulele chord

G ukulele chord / G major

Fret 2: your 1st finger should be on the C string as you fret the A string using the 2nd finger.

Fret 3: your 3rd finger should be on the E string

G major ukulele chord

A ukulele chord / A major

Fret 1: your 1st finger should be on the C string.

Fret 2: fret the G string using your 2nd finger.

A major ukulele chord

Em ukulele chord / E minor

Fret 2: Fret the A string using your 1st finger

Fret 3: Ensure your 2nd finger is on the E string.

Fret 4: place your 3rd finger on the C string

E minor ukulele chord

D ukulele chord / D major

Fret 2: your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd fingers should be on G, C, and E strings, respectively.

D major ukulele chord

Dm ukulele chord / D minor

Fret 1: fret the E string using your 1st finger.

Fret 2: fret the G string using your 2nd finger as you fret the C string with your 3rd finger. This will leave the A string open.

D minor ukulele chord

E ukulele chord / E major

Fret 1: hold down the G string using the 1st finger

Fret 2: place your 2nd finger on A string.

Fret 4: fret the C string using your 4th finger.

E major ukulele chord

Gbm ukulele chord / F# / Gb minor

Fret 1: press down the C string using the 1st finger.

Fret 2: fret the G string using the 2nd finger and the E string with your 3rd finger.

Gbm ukulele chord

Bm ukulele chord / B minor

Fret 2: This is the barre chord. Place your 1st finger across the A, E, and C strings and press them down at the same time.

Fret 4: Place your 3rd finger on the G string.

Other chords ideal for beginners

Cm chord / C minor

Fret 3: put three fingers on the A, E, and C strings and the 1st finger across the three strings to make a barre chord.

C minor ukulele chord

Gm ukulele chord / G minor

Fret 1: put your 1st finger on the A string

Fret 2: place the 2nd finger on the C string.

Fret 3: fret the E string using the 3rd finger.

G minor ukulele chord

G7 ukulele chord

Fret 1: put the 1st finger on the E string.

Fret 2: put your 2nd finger on the C string and fret the A string using your 3rd finger.

G7 ukulele chord

C7 ukulele chord

Fret 1: put your 1st finger on the A string.

C7 ukulele chord

A7 ukulele chord

Fret 1: Put your 1sr finger on C string.

Shorthand Chord Naming

Besides chord diagrams, you can learn finger placement on chords via shorthand naming. As you know, vertical lines on a chord diagram correspond to the four ukulele strings—G-C-E-A—and a "0" on top of the diagrams signify an unfretted or open string. These principles are also used in shorthand naming.

For instance, in the C chord, when you put your 1st first finger on the first fret or A string at 3rd fret, in shorthand, it will be 0003. This signifies that the G, C, and E strings are open, but you'll fret the A string at the 3rd fret.

Another excellent example is the C7 chord. In this case, the A string is on the 1st fret, and in shorthand, it would be 0001. You'll naturally use the index finger to fret, and you'd not need to use your pinky, ring, or middle finger here.

Other examples of shorthand naming include G7 (0212), A (2100), and A7 (0100).

Shorthand chord names are an excellent strategy to remember where to fret a chord, but you'll still have to figure out the finger to use when fretting. You need not worry about this because it'll become easier once you're mastered how to make chords.


Chapter 9: Easy Ukulele Songs for Beginners

Ukulele's standard tuning is G-C-E-A, and it conforms perfectly to the key of G. If you want to have an easy time playing ukulele songs, it's crucial to master the fingerings of the four main chords and accurate transition between them. The primary ukulele chords are C major, G major, D major, and E minor. Once you familiarize yourself with these chords, you can play any of the simple ukulele songs, including hits from famous musicians such as Tom Petty, Bob Dylan, Adele, Taylor Swift, and Bruce Springsteen.

It's also essential to look for chord diagrams for these four basic ukulele chords and master them. As you practice, ensure you sound all notes clearly and correctly. You can easily accomplish this by playing each string individually and adjusting your fingers as required if you encounter muddy or muted notes. Before attempting to play any song, practice each chord via down strumming with your right-hand thumb.

Most of the simple ukulele songs are in the 4/4 time signature, which means there are four beats in each measure, and each beat is equivalent to a quarter note. As you prepare to learn the songs, you should play each of these chords four times. Begin with the G chord and play several measures of four successive down strums at a slow tempo. Then practice the C chord, again try the G chord and finally the D chord. If possible, play the chords as you tap your foot and strum each chord four times.

Learning a single chord isn't sufficient; you need to master the different chord shapes and switch flawlessly between them. Initially, you may face some challenges switching between chords, but it'll be easier with adequate practice. You'll develop muscle memory, and you want to keep on thinking about the next spot for your fingers.

Optional Rhythmic Strumming Pattern

After mastering the simple down strum and foot-tapping, you can advance to more exciting strumming patterns consisting of:

Down, Down-Up-Down, Down-Up-Down, Down-Up-Down, Down-Up-Down, Down-Up-Down, Down-Up

This pattern is just as simple as it looks. You only need to separate it into an independent, down strum, and five Down-Up-Down collections and end with a Down-up. You can use a felt pick or your finger when strumming. The main symbol used to denote a down strum is Π while ∨
 it is used to represent an up strum.

Pick a Simple Ukulele Song!

Once you can comfortably switch between chords, you are ready to try any of the simple ukulele songs. Start with a slow tempo and increase it gradually as you get more relaxed. Remember, you won't be able to play along with the recording immediately.

As you start, choose a song you are familiar with. This will ensure you get the chord changes correctly and enable you to hum or sing the melody as you play. After your initial song, you can advance to more challenging new tunes. Here are some easy ukulele songs you can practice.


	
"Tougher Than The Rest" by Bruce Springsteen





Verses: G, C, D, C, G, D (for verses)

Bridge: Em, C, G, C, D, G, Em, C, G, C, G, D, G


	
"Brown Eyed Girl" by Van Morrison





Verses: G, C, G, D, G, C, G, D, G, C, G, D, G, C, G, D, C, D, G, Em, C, D, G

"Do you remember when we used to sing:"sha-la-la-la-la-la-la" refrains: D, G, C, G, D, G, C, G, D, C, D, G, Em, C, D, and G


	
"Someone like you" by Adele





Verses, Choruses, and Bridge: G, D, Em, C

Pre-chorus: D, C, D, C, D


	
"I Won't Back Down" by Tom Petty





Verses: Em, D, G, Em, D, G, Em D, C, Em, D, G

Choruses: C, D, C, D, C, D, Em, D, G, Em, D, G


	
"22" by Taylor Swift





G, D, C, D


	
"This Magic Moment" by Jay and The Americans, Lou Reed, etc.





Verses: G, Em, C, D

Pre-chorus: Em, C, G, D

Choruses: G, Em, C, G, Em, G, Em


	
"Have You Ever Seen The Rain?" by Creedence Clearwater Revival





Verses: G to D (for verses),

Choruses: C, D, G, Em, D C, D, G, Em, D——C, D, G, Em, D—–C, D, G


	
"Bring It On Home" by Classic Blues Song Recorded by Countless Artists





G, D, G, C, G, D, G, C, G, D


	
"Your Mama Don't Dance" by Loggins & Messina





Verses: G, C, G, C, G, D, C, G

Bridge: C, C, C, C, D, C, G


	
"Blowin' In The Wind" by Bob Dylan





Verses: G, C, G, G, C, D, G, C, G, G, C, D

"The Answer My Friend" refrains: C, D, G, Em, C, D, and G


	
You're Beautiful" by James Blunt





What you require here are the four easy ukulele chords.

The verse is C, C, C, C, G, G, G, G, Am, Am, Am, Am, F, F, F, F and then repeat the whole thing again. The chorus is F, F, G, G, C, C, C, C played twice.

Then you play F, F, G, G, C, C, Am, Am, F, F, G, G, Am, Am, Am, Am, F, F, G, G, C, C, C, C.


	
One Love" – Bob Marley





Chords: C, F, G, and Am

This Bob Marley classic is a song that will bring everyone in your presence to a party. It has easy chords, and it's an excellent song that can help you in learning reggae strumming patterns besides mastering your timing. Also, you'll realize that the song is quite exciting to play.


	
Somewhere Over the Rainbow by Israel





Capo: none

Order of chords: C, Am, F, G

This song's initial title is "Over The Rainbow," a ballad that was sung by Judy Garland to feature on the movie Wizard of Oz. Israel Kamakawiwoʻole, alongside What a Wonderful World, recorded an assortment version of this song. When recording the song, he was singing and accompanying it with his ukulele. This version of the song has been featured in many soundtracks and movies.

You should start playing this song via a simple strumming pattern. After you've mastered the strumming technique, you can try the down, down up, up, down up,' swinging the pattern to get the best feel of this song.


	
"Hallelujah" by Leonard Cohen





Chords: C, Am, F, G, and EM

This song was written by Leonard Cohen but was adapted for John Cale. This song is different from the original one that has some extra verses.

You should adopt the habit of listening to songs as you play along to master where chord changes occur. You can also check them on sites such as Ultimate Guitar, which shows where chord changes happen in relation to the song's lyrics.

If you want to master ukulele songs and chords faster, you can engage the help of a one-on-one teacher. Your coach will come in handy to direct you to an exciting and engaging route to ukulele proficiency.

In this case, you may consider taking in-person or online lessons with a skilled ukulele coach, and you'll be able to notice significant improvements in your skills in a very short period. Each lesson will take you a step closer to attaining your musical objectives.


Chapter 10: Restringing, Maintaining, and Adjusting Your Ukulele

The frequency of restringing your ukulele depends on various factors, but the main aspect is how hard and how often you play the instrument. Some individuals change the strings after a few weeks, while others take months. If any of the strings break, it's essential to replace it. And you shouldn't only replace the broken one, but all of the strings on your instrument. When one string in your instrument breaks, it shows that the other three may also be worn out. The following are some of the indications that you need to restring your ukulele.


·
        
 When the string no longer feels smooth as it used to be before. The string may have some grooves due to constantly pressing it on the frets.


·
        
 If you find out that your uke needs tuning every time, it's an indication that you need to restring it.


·
        
 When your instrument no longer produces the 'sweet' tune you've been used to, you need to restring it—it's when the sound is no longer loud, clear, and as bright as it should be.

When restringing your ukulele, you need several tools to make your work easier. Some tools, such as the tuner, may not be mandatory, but they are recommended since they make your task hassle-free. Here are some of the tools you'll need when changing strings in your ukulele:


·
         
A set of strings


·
         
Wire cutters/ a pair of scissors


·
         
A mat, cloth, or towel to lay your instrument to avoid scratches


·
         
Electronic tuner


·
         
String winder


·
         
A flat working surface

If you aren't sure which strings you need to use when restringing your instrument, you need to ask for help from a more experienced uke player or vendor. Alternatively, you can check the instrument's guide for information on the right strings for your instrument.

Restringing Your Uke in 4 Simple Steps

If it's your first time to change ukulele strings, you may face some challenges. But worry not; this is a common experience of most beginners. At first, they are nervous, but with practice, it becomes an enjoyable task. This calls for learning a few tips and methods of changing the strings as you learn how to play the instrument. With this, you're certain that the ukulele will always produce the characteristic sound; besides, you'll be motivated to play it. You have no issues playing your uke because you can easily change the strings without assistance. Here are simple steps you can use when changing ukulele strings.

Remove Old Strings

As a ukulele player, it's crucial to learn how to remove the old strings correctly. Start by laying your uke on a flat surface and loosening the strings through the tuning peg. If you desire to simplify the process, you can use a string winder. Don't worry if you can get one; your hand can also do wonders.

You can also pluck the strings if you encounter challenges turning the pegs, but it should be loose before plucking. Make sure you remove the string gently. You can also cut it off in the area adjacent to the headstock; this will make it easy to remove it from the tuning peg.

The process you'll follow when changing the strings mainly depends on the type of bridge. Typically, you'll encounter a standard or a tie-bar bridge.

In the case of a standard bridge, the string needs to be parallel to the uke as you slide it off on the bridge's slot. Although some strings may get stuck in the process, avoid pulling them to prevent damaging the bridge. If you note any knotted strings, use tweezers to open them. You can also try pushing the string toward the bridge to loosen the knot and completely untie it. You should perform this procedure gently to avoid damaging the bridge.

Fixing New Strings

Once you're removed the old strings, you're now ready to start fixing the new ones. Leave about ½ inch at the end of the string to tie a knot in the case of a standard bridge. Then insert the knot on the bridge and pull the string gently upwards. After confirming the string is secured, pull it out and cut the excess length. Then slide the knot into its slot and pull the string to the headstock's direction.

With the tie-bar bridge, put the string into a hole of the bridge and ensure an inch protrudes at the bridge's end. Then loop the string several times. Use tuning pegs to fasten the strings.

After fastening the strings onto the bridge, secure them to the tuning pegs. Look for the end of the string that isn't fixed to the bridge and pull it toward the instrument's top. Finally, slide this end to the metal pin on the peg.

Tightening the Strings

After fastening the strings on the tuning peg, use the tuner to tighten them. Use your free hand to hold the straight taunt and pull strings upwards and wind them downward as you get to the bottom of the tuning peg; once the string is tight, trim off the excess length. Depending on your preference, you can leave it hanging rather than cutting. Only pro uke players should practice this because, for beginners, it can interfere with how they play the instrument.

Stretching Strings and Tuning Your Instrument

Once you're done with the 1st string process, repeat the steps for each of the remaining three strings. After you're done with all the strings, it's time to re-tune them. Now your ukulele is ready for action.

During the first few moments of playing the instrument, confirm it's properly tuned. After restringing, the strings will continue stretching and will require adjustment to produce the desired tune.

The strings are the most important part of your instrument. That's why you need to make sure they are in perfect condition so that your instrument produces the expected sound always. Now you have adequate information about changing your strings; thus, your uke should sound its best. As you repeat the process severally, you'll find it easy to change the strings.

Humidity and Your Ukulele

Humidity affects wooden items, more so the wooden instruments. High humidity is harmful to solid ukuleles than the laminated ones. Humidity refers to the quantity of water vapor in the air. When wood is exposed to high levels of humidity, it'll absorb the water vapor and swell. This may lead to distortion of the neck and intonation changes. Laminated wood is more tolerant to the effects of humidity. If the wood absorbs moisture, you may also observe a heightened fret action.

On the other hand, when the wood is exposed to low humidity levels, it will lose vapor and contract. This can impact your uke negatively, leading to cracks on the wood. Low humidity may also cause shrinkage in your instrument besides loosening of braces that may lead to buzzing due to lowered fret action. Wood breaks easily if it's deprived of moisture. The bottom line in addressing the issue of humidity is to store your ukulele correctly. Another excellent way of controlling humidity in your surrounding is to use an AC; portable humidifiers also do an excellent job.

So what are the appropriate humidity levels for your instrument? The ideal humidity levels for your ukulele should range between 45% and 55%. Most areas in the world are within this range. If the humidity levels fluctuate a few times, you need not worry, but if it's a permanent situation, you should take some action such as the following:

•      
 Too Moist:
 If this is the situation in your area, you have limited options, and you may not have to do much. Maybe the only thing you can do is to invest in a dehumidifier or purchase a waterproof case for your instrument.

•      
 Too Dry:
 In this case, you can invest in an affordable and high-quality humidifier. You can shop for these devices on major online stores such as Amazon or eBay. You can also purchase a hygrometer—this is an instrument that measures temperature and humidity levels. It's an essential tool for taking accurate humidity measurements in your location before taking the right corrective action. The hygrometer will help in the monitoring humidity level in your place to avoid messing up your wood.

How to Clean a Ukulele

It's essential to ensure your ukulele remains clean always. Use a clean, soft 100% cotton cloth to clean your strings after playing the instrument. This will ensure the fretboard and the strings remain clean. Remember, your fingers and hands have oils that can harm your frets, affecting its playability. The ideal way to clean the frets is by removing the strings and cleaning it gently using "0000" steel wool. After the frets acquire their typical shine, you can wipe the fretboard's surface using mineral oil or lemon oil. You might have to repeat the process if the fretboard is still dirty.

If your uke has a satin finish, make sure to use a soft 100% cotton cloth when cleaning it. Never use guitar polish when cleaning the instrument because this can result in glossy areas that differ from the rest of the surface.

But if the instrument features a gloss finish, you can use guitar polish when cleaning it. Adhere to the instructions on the bottle with the polish when cleaning your ukulele. Don't use excess polish when cleaning the instrument because it can lead to a hazy, cloudy appearance on the gloss finish in the long run.

Storing Your Ukulele

It's crucial to store your uke correctly. When your instrument isn't in use, its perfect place should be in its case. If you live in a totally dry area or you use a heating system during winter, you should use a humidifier in the uke's case. This is the best way to avoid cracks on your instrument and maintain its playability. If you don't have a case for the instrument, you can place it on a stand or hang it on the wall.

Should You Store Your Ukulele in a Hard-Shell Case or a Gig Bag?

Your specific needs and preference are the main factors that will determine where to store the ukulele. When shopping for a storage option for your uke, you have the option of selecting a hard-shell case, a hard foam case, or a gig bag. When traveling by air, the ukulele shouldn't be stored with the rest of the luggage, if possible. Due to its size, you can consider it as a carry-on. In this case, you may use it to entertain your fellow passengers during the long flight.

If you hang your ukulele on the wall, ensure you dust it frequently; otherwise, the dust will set on its body and may affect the sound.

Typically, you should avoid using harsh synthetic products when cleaning your ukulele. With regular use, these chemicals can harm your instrument. If you clean your instrument regularly, you'll realize that there's no need to use these harsh chemicals.

A damp lint-free cloth is an ideal material to use when cleaning the body of your ukulele, after cleaning; use a clean, soft dry cloth to eliminate any left-over residue. The instrument's fretboard is extremely sensitive; therefore, you must be cautious when cleaning it. If grime and any other forms of dirt build-up in the frets, you can clean them using cotton swabs.

When your uke is stored in its case, make sure it's properly closed to accidentally avoid dropping it on the floor and damaging your treasured instrument.

Develop a routine of cleaning your hands always before cleaning your instrument. This limits the transfer of oils and grease from your fingers to the instrument. These substances can hurt your intonation besides making the uke dirty. If you take excellent care of the instrument, it'll last longer and produce the intended sound.

Be Considerate of Where You Store Your Ukulele

It's vital to have sufficient information on where to store your uke. You should never leave it near the heater, fireplace, and radiator, heater, in the car, or in an area where it's directly exposed to sunlight. The heat can affect the wood on the ukulele resulting in cracks or making it easily breakable. Also, avoid placing the instrument in a place where it can be dropped even if it's in a case. You should also store it away from places where it may encounter spills and wetness.

Hold Your Ukulele Properly When Playing

The main issue here is to avoid dropping the instrument. If it accidentally drops on the ground, it may incur damages such as irreparable dents, scratches, tuning issues, neck and body breakages, and saddle or bridge detachment, among other setups that you may never wish to encounter. That's why you need to take good care of your uke, besides you spend some money on it.

Transporting

How to transport your ukulele depends on the nature of the trip. Mainly the instrument is stored in a gig bag or on a hard-shell case during transportation. Each method has its upsides and downsides. If you want to take your instrument with you to a jam session or to a pub, a padded gig bag will be sufficient. You should remember that your uke isn't absolutely safe in the gig bag and can be damaged, thus the need to take good care of the instrument. Consider how you handle it, put it down, or where you leave it since a person can sit on the gig bag and damage the ukulele. At the same time, if you attend gigs regularly, you should avoid packing your uke with other instruments in the boot of your car or van. If so, it should always be in a hard-shell case. If you're traveling by air, use a flight case or the hard-shell case to protect the instrument. For extra protection, you can add a bubble wrap on the hard-shell case before handing over the uke to the airport officials if they can't allow you to carry it on the plane.

Ukulele Troubleshooting

Whether you're amateur or professional ukulele players, you'll encounter some issues with your instrument. Some of these issues are minor, and you can fix on your own, while others may need specialized attention, especially if your uke is unplayable. It's, therefore, essential to troubleshoot it to try and identify what could be wrong. When troubleshooting any device, it's imperative that you should start with the basics as you check for any probable problems. IT professionals attest to the fact that most individuals ignore the very basic and simplest actions, such as turning on or plugging in an instrument, before advancing to more complex issues. Here are some issues that can affect your ukulele and how to solve them.

Tuning

This is one of the main issues that beginners struggle with; besides, it can also be a serious problem affecting many instruments. If you're playing the ukulele that's not tuned, it'll produce an awful sound that will make you wonder if you can play it. After restringing your uke, remember it'll take a while before your instrument gets tuned. At this point, you must spend most of your time tuning it until it produces the sound you desire. This is typical of all ukuleles; thus, you need to develop a routine of tuning your instrument before every practice session.

If you've just tuned your uke and after a few minutes, one of the strings slips off than the rest, and it loses its tune, it indicates that you need to screw its tuner a bit tighter. If you notice the turner turning back immediately after tightening the string, it means you need to replace the entire tuner. The action of the tuner slipping off may also be arising from the knot at the saddle. If you've not double or triple knotted the string, it may come off slowly as you tighten the tuner. In rare circumstances, the tuning problem can also be as a result of poor quality strings. In this case, you'll spend your time inspecting the saddle or tuners, yet the problem is the strings. Once you've identified the root cause of the tuning problem, it's easy to address it.

Buzzes and Dead Strings

When purchasing a ukulele, it's essential to ensure the frets are set properly to avoid buzzing. For instance, the fret could be raised slightly than the rest, causing the string to touch the fret when it played. The best way of eliminating this problem is to inspect the instrument before purchasing; the challenges come in if you're purchasing the uke online. At times, the issue may be minor, and you only need a nail set, a hammer, and cloth to knock it back to its position.

Dead strings and buzzes may also be caused by a poorly fitted nut or a bow in the neck. If your uke has several dead strings in the middle of the fretboard, most probably it has a bow in it. If your uke has a poorly fixed nut, this will result in dead strings adjacent to the first few frets, but fortunately, this problem can be fixed effortlessly at your local music store. You have to make a decision on whether to repair or replace the ukulele, depending on the extent of the problem. For instance, an inward or outward bow could be a death blow to your instrument. In this case, it may not be worth repairing the instrument. As a uke player, it's essential to learn how to make minor repairs on the instruments.

Also, remember that dead strings may not always be a technical problem; it may be due to chord fingerings in most cases. It's thus crucial to ensure that each string is sounding when playing a specific chord. Each time you learn a new chord, pluck each string first; this will help you identify any dead strings as you switch chords. With practice, you'll be able to overcome this problem. If you have an issue playing the uke because you have 'sausage fingers,' all you need is adequate practice, and you'll be able to get your chord fingering right.

Chords Sound "Off"

Even when you're practicing adequately and don't have any dead strings in your strums, you'll still encounter instances where your chord will sound off. If you're crosschecked all the basics, and still you can't figure out the problem, it's most probable that it's an intonation issue. Any string instrument needs to be intonated correctly to ensure each fret is in the right tone. An open C string must sound like a C, while the first fret must sound like a C#, the second fret as a D, followed by D# and E, and so on. Intonation is one of the first aspects to confirm when purchasing and ukulele. Unfortunately, if you're purchasing your instrument online, you won't have the pleasure of confirming the intonation. When inspecting your instrument and finding some frets that aren't on the correct note, you should request this problem to be resolved. Also, note that at times, when a fretted note is a little off, it could be that your finger position is wrong; the finger may be too close or too far from the fret's metal. If the intonation is extremely off, you may have to return the instrument to the merchant or replace it, maybe the bridge wasn't glued in the right area, or the uke may have encountered a major defect during assembly. It's only the antique and the most expensive ukuleles that are worth repairing if they have a major intonation issue.

Rattling Sounds

If your uke is producing a rattling sound, it means there's something loose in the body. This problem is most prevalent in the electric-acoustic hybrids, which may have loose wires or other small parts inside them. The rattling sound can be quite frustrating and will require patience as you try to find out what could be wrong. You may need to remove all the strings to correct the problem. A loose tuner nut or other parts of the tuner may be the cause of the rattling sound. This problem could go away after tuning your strings. Rattle issues in guitar players may be due to a pick falling in the body; since most uke players don't use picks, other items can fall into the body and cause the problem. To tackle this problem, you can give your uke a light shake to remove any items that may have fallen in the body. While doing this, you need to be cautious, especially if you have not stored the instrument correctly; some funny creatures may have made a home in there.

Terrible Sound

So far, we have covered the main basic issues that could be affecting your ukulele. Most of them arise from slipping tuners, out of tune strings, improper playing, or poor stringing. Ordinarily, ukes made of high-quality solid wood sound better and are most expensive; they'll also have the best intonation. This notwithstanding, a moderately priced uke can offer a phenomenal sound when played correctly. If your uke still sounds terrible even after troubleshooting, it may be that you need to practice more. Playing an instrument requires patience; it'll take time before you can play the ukulele perfectly. Thus you need to have realistic expectations and stick to the correct practicing techniques, and with time your sound will show significant improvement.


Conclusion

Like in learning other musical instruments, as a beginner ukulele player, you'll face some challenges that can make you think you were never made for this instrument or that you'll forever be a poor ukulele player. But fortunately, this will not be your story. This book has presented to you the basic aspects that you need to learn and practice to become a successful ukulele player.

As you've discovered, this instrument is available in different types to cater to various groups of people. They include soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone, with soprano being the smallest and baritone the largest.

When purchasing a ukulele, it is essential to do your homework correctly, visit online sites dedicated to this instrument, and gather as much information as possible before deciding. Ukes are made from different materials, and each type has its upsides and downsides. Traditionally, ukes were made with tone wood, while koa is the original material that was used to make the instrument. Today, different materials, including mahogany, cedar, maple, and plastic, are used to make ukuleles. With about $50 and $200, you can easily locate a suitable instrument that matches your budget and needs.

After purchasing the tool, it's up to you to implement what you've learned in the book. Knowledge of chords, strumming patterns, key, and fingerpicking patterns will be crucial in enabling you to learn to play the ukulele faster. Also, take good care of your instrument to ensure it lasts long. You don't need a tutor or coach to train you on how to play this instrument. If you dedicate enough time to this task, you'll become a pro ukulele player in no time. Excellent knowledge of music theory will help you master the tricks faster. You must know how to strike the chord perfectly to become a pro ukulele player.

Very few instruments can make you think about summertime, and the beach and bring joyful moments to you as the ukulele does. Besides, the instrument is small enough, making it extremely portable. Practicing and playing the ukulele will help you overcome stress, boost baring power and memory, improve ordination, and make you happy. Start your exciting journey to becoming a professional ukulele player by practicing what you've learned from this book.
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