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h
\

Introductory Notice.

In thisvolume amass of fragmentary material* has been reduced to method, and so harmonized
as to present an integral result. The student has before him, therefore, (1) aview of the Christian
Church emerging from the ten persecutions; (2) a survey of its condition on the eve of that great
event, the (nominal) conversion of the empire; (3) an introduction to the era of Athanasius; and (4)
ahistory of eventsthat led to the calling of the first Catholic council at Nicaa.

The moral grandeur and predominance of the See of Alexandria are also here conspicuously
illustrated. The mastery which its great school continued to exercise over Christian thought,
hegemony in the formation of Christian literature, its guardian influence in the development of
doctrinal technology, and not less the Divine Providence that created it and built it up for the noble
ends which it subserved in a Clement, an Origen, and an Athanasius, will al present themselves
forcibly to every reflecting reader of this book. One half of this volume presents the Alexandrian
school itself inits glorious succession of doctors and pupils, and the other half in the reflected light
of itsuniversal influence. Thus Methodius has no other distinction than that which he derivesfrom
hiswholesome corrections of Origen, and yet the influence of Origen upon hisown mind is betrayed
evenin hisantagonisms. He objectsto the excessive allegorizing of that great doctor, yet he himself
allegorizes too much in the same spirit. Finally we come to Arnobius, who carries on the line of
Latin Christianity in Northern Africa; but even here we find that Clement, and not Tertullian, is
his model. He gives us, in a Latin dress, not alittle directly borrowed from the great Alexandrian.

This volume further demonstrates—what | have so often touched upon—the historic fact that
primitive Christianity was Greek in form and character, Greek from first to last, Greek in al its
forms of dogma, worship, and polity. Oneideaonly did it borrow from the West, and that not from
the ecclesiastical, but the civil, Occident. It conformed itself to the imperial plan of exarchates,
metropoles, and dioceses. Into this civil scheme it shaped itself, not by design, but by force of
circumstances, just as the Anglo-American communion fell in with the national polity, and took
shapein dioceses each originally conterminouswith a State. Because it wasthe capital of theempire,
therefore Rome was reckoned thefirst, but not the chief, of Sees, asthe Council of Nicasadeclared;
and because Byzantium had become“New Rome,” thereforeit is made second on thelist, but equal
in dignity. Rome was the sole Apostolic See of the West, and, as such, reflected the honours of St.
Paul, its founder, and of St. Peter, who aso glorified it by martyrdom; but not a word of thisis
recognised at Nicaaasinvesting it even with amoral primacy. That wasinformally the endowment

1 See the Edinburgh series.
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of Alexandria; unasserted because unquestioned, and unchallenged because as yet unholy ambition
had not infected the Apostolic churches.

It istime, then, to disabuse the West of its narrow ideas concerning ecclesiastical history. Dean
Stanley rebuked this spirit in his Lectures on the Eastern Church.? He complained that “Eastern
Christendom is comparatively an untrodden field;” he quoted the German proverb,® “Behind the
mountains there is yet a population;” he called on us to enlarge our petty Occidental horizon; and
he added words of reproach which invite usto reform the entire scheme of our ecclesiastical history

N by presenting the Eastern A postolic churches asthe main stem of Christendom, of which the church
vi of Romeitself wasfor three hundred years amere colony, unfelt in theology except by contributions
to the Greek literature of Christians, and wholly unconscious of those pretensions with which, in
a spirit akin to that of the romances about Arthur and the Round Table, the fabulous Decretals
afterwards invested a succession of primitive bishopsin Rome, wholly innocent of anything of the

kind.

“The Greek Church,” says Dean Stanley, “reminds us of the time when the tongue, not of Rome,
but of Greece, was the sacred language of Christendom. It was a striking remark of the Emperor
Napoleon, that the introduction of Christianity itself was, in a certain sense, the triumph of Greece
over Rome; thelast and most signal instance of the maxim of Horace, Graecia capta ferumvictorem
cepit. The early Roman church was but a colony of Greek Christians or Grecized Jews. The earliest
Fathers of the Western Church wrote in Greek. The early popes were not Italians, but Greeks. The
name of popeis not Latin, but Greek, the common and now despised name of every pastor in the
Eastern Church....She is the mother, and Rome the daughter. It is her privilege to claim a direct
continuity of speech with the earliest times; to boast of reading the whole code of Scripture, Old
as well as New, in the language in which it was read and spoken by the Apostles. The humblest
peasant who reads his Septuagint or Greek Testament in his own mother-tongue on the hills of
Baosotia may proudly feel that he has access to the original oracles of divine truth which pope and
cardinal reach by a barbarous and imperfect trandation; that he has a key of knowledge which in
the West is only to be found in the hands of the learned classes.”

Before entering on the study of this volume, the student will do well to read the interesting
work which | have quoted;* but the following extract merits a place just here, and | cannot deprive
even the casual reader of the benefit of such apreface from the non-ecclesiastical and purely literary
pen of the Dean. He says:® “ The See of Alexandriawasthen the most important intheworld.5...The
Alexandrian church wasthe only great seat of Christian learning. Its episcopate was the Evangelical

2 Seep. 3, ed. of 1861.

3 “Hinter dem Berge sind auch Leute.”

4 Late editions are cheap in the market. It isfilled with the author’ sidiosyncrasies, but it is brilliant and suggestive.

5 Lect. vii. p. 268. On the verse of Horace (Ep., i. book ii. 155), see Dacier’' s note, vol. ix. 389.

6 He adds: “ Alexandria, till the rise of Constantinople, was the most powerful city in the East. The prestige of its founder
dtill clung toit.”
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See, as founded by the chair of St. Mark....Its occupant, as we have seen, was the only potentate
of the time who bore the name of pope.” After the Council of Nicaaa he became the judge of the
world, from his decisions respecting the cel ebration of Easter; and the obedience paid to hisjudgment
in al matters of learning, secular and sacred, almost equalled that paid in later days to the
ecclesiastical authority of the popes of the West. * The head of the Alexandrian church,” says Gregory
Nazianzen, ‘is the head of the world.””

In the light of these all-important historic truths, these volumes of the Ante-Nicene Fathers
have been elucidated by their American editor.® He begsto remind his countrymen that ecclesiastical
history is yet to be written on these irrefragable positions, and the future student of history will be
delivered from the most puzzling entanglement when once these idols of the market are removed
from books designed for hisinstruction. Let American scholarship give us, at last, a Church history
not written from a merely Western point of view, nor clogged with traditional phraseology
perseveringly adhered to on the very pages which supply itsrefutation. It isthe scandal of literature
that the frauds of the pseudo-Decretal s should be perpetuated by modern lists of “popes,” beginning
with St. Peter, in the very books which elaborately expose the empiricism of such a scheme, and
guote the reluctant words by which this gigantic imposition has been consigned to infamy in the
confessions of Jesuits and Ultramontanes themselves.

7 That is, of “the pope,” as Wellington was called “the duke.” But Cyprian was called papa, even by the Roman clergy.
8 He owes his own introduction to ajust view of these factsto afriend of his boyhood and youth, the late Rev. Dr. Hill of

the American Mission in Athens. He was penetrated with love for Greek Christians.
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B
1

GREGORY THAUMATURGUS,

[TRaNSLATED BY THE REV. S. D. F. SaLmonDp, MLA ]

Introductory Note

TO

Gregory Thaumaturgus.

[A.D. 205-240-265.] Alexandria continues to be the head of Christian learning.® It is delightful
to trace the hand of God from generation to generation, as from father to son, interposing for the
perpetuity of the faith. We have already observed the continuity of the great Alexandrian school:
how it arose, and how Pantamus begat Clement, and Clement begat Origen. So Origen begat
Gregory, and so the Lord has provided for the spiritual generation of the Church’s teachers, age
after age, from the beginning. Truly, the Lord gave to Origen aholy seed, better than natural sons
and daughters; asif, for his comfort, Isaiah had written,** forbidding him to say, “I am adry tree.”

Our Gregory hasgiven usnot alittle of hispersona adventuresin his panegyric upon his master,
and for his further history the reader need only be referred to what follows. But | am anxious to
supply the dates, which aretoo loosely left to conjecture. Ashe was ordained abishop “very young,”
according to Eusebius, | suppose he must have been far enough under fifty, the age prescribed by
the “ Apostolic Canons’ (so called), though probably not younger than thirty, the earliest canonical
limit for the ordination of a presbyter. If we decide upon five and thirty, as a mean reckoning, we
may with some confidence set his birth at A.p. 205, dating back from his episcopate, which began

9 Vol. ii. pp. 165, 342.

10 Isa. lvi. 3.
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A.D. 240. Hewas anative of Neo-Cassarea, the chief city of Pontus,—afact that should modify what
we have |earned about Pontus from Tertullian.** He was born of heathen parentage, and lived like
other Gentile boys until his fourteenth year (circa a.p. 218), with the disadvantage of being more
than ordinarily imbued by a mistaken father in the polytheism of Greece. At this period his father
died; but his mother, carrying out the wishes of her husband, seems to have been not less zealous
infurthering his education according to her pagan ideas. He was, evidently, theinheritor of moderate
wealth; and, with his brother Athenodorus, he was placed under an accomplished teacher of grammar
and rhetoric, from whom also he acquired a considerable knowledge of the Latin tongue. He was
persuaded by the same master to use this accomplishment in acquiring some knowledge of the
Roman laws. Thisisavery important point in hisbiography, and it brings usto an epoch in Christian
history too little noted by any writer. | shall return to it very soon. We find him next going to
Alexandriato study the New Platonism. He speaks of himself asalready prepossessed with Christian
ideas, which came to him even in his boyhood, about the time when his father died. But it was not
at Alexandriathat he began his acquaintance with Christian learning. Next he seemsto havetravelled
into Greece, and to have studied at Athens. But the great interest of his autobiography begins with
the providential incidents, devoutly narrated by himself, which engaged himin ajourney to Berytus
just as Origen reached Caesarea, A.p. 233, making it for atime his home and the seat of his school.
His own good angel, as Gregory supposes, led him away from Berytus, where he purposed to
prosecute hislegal studies, and brought him to the feet of Origen, his Gamaliel; and “from the very
first day of hisreceiving us,” he says, “the true Sun began to rise upon me.” This he accounts the
beginning of histruelife; and, if we areright asto our dates, he was now about twenty-seven years
of age.

If he tarried even a little while in Berytus, as seems probable, his knowledge of law was,
doubtless, somewhat advanced. It wasthe seat of that school in which Roman law began its existence
intheformslong afterward digested into the Pandects of Justinian. That emperor speaks of Berytus
as “the mother and nurse” of the civil law. Caius, whose Institutes were discovered in 1820 by the
sagacity of Niebuhr, seems to have been a Syrian. So were Papinian and Ulpian: and, heathen as
they were, they lived under the illumination reflected from Antioch; and, not |essthan the Antonines,
they were examples of a philosophic regeneration which never could have existed until the Christian
era had begun its triumphs. Of this sort of pagan philosophy Julian became afterwards the grand
embodiment; and in Julian’s grudging confessions of what he had learned from Christianity we
have a key to the secret convictions of others, such as | have named; characters in whom, asin
Plutarch and in many retrograde unbelievers of our day, we detect the operation of influences they
are unwilling to acknowledge; of which, possibly, they are blindly unconsciousthemselves. Roman
law, | maintain, therefore, indirectly owesitsorigin, asit isdirectly indebted for its completion in
the Pandects, to the new powers and processes of thought which came from “the Light of the

11 Vol.iii. p. 271.

Philip Schaff
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World.” It waslight from Galilee and Golgotha, answering Pilate’ squestionin theinward convictions
of many a heathen sage.

It is most interesting, therefore, to find in our Gregory one who had come into contact with
Berytus at this period. He describes it as aready dignified by this school of law, and therefore
Latinized in some degree by its influence. Most suggestive is what he says of this school: “I refer
to those admirable laws of our sages, by which the affairs of all the subjects of the Roman Empire
are now directed, and which are neither digested nor learnt without difficulty. They are wise and
strict (if not pious) inthemselves, they are manifold and admirable, and, in aword, most thoroughly
Grecian, although expressed and delivered to us in the Roman tongue, which is a wonderful and
magnificent sort of language, and one very aptly conformableto imperial authority, but still difficult
to me.” Nor isthisthe only noteworthy tribute of our author to Roman law while yet that sublime
system was in its cradle. The rhetorician who introduced him to it and to the Latin tongue was its
enthusiastic eulogist; and Gregory says he learned the laws “in athorough way, by hishelp....And
he said one thing to me which has proved to me thetruest of all his sayings; to wit, that my education
in the laws would be my greatest viaticum,—my épddiov (for thus he phrased it);” i.e, for the
journey of life. This man, one can hardly doubt, was a disciple of Caius (or Gaius); and there is
little question that the digested system which Gregory eulogizes was “the Institutes’ of that great
father of the civil law, now recovered from a palimpsest, and made known to our own age, with
no less benefit to jurisprudence than the discovery of the Philosophumena has conferred on theology.

Thus Gregory’ s Panegyric throwslight on the origin of Roman law. He claimsit for “our sages,”
meaning men of the East, whose vernacular was the Greek tongue. Caius was probably, like the
Gaius of Scripture, an Oriental who had borrowed a L atin name, as did the Apostle of the Gentiles
and many others. If he was a native of Berytus, as seems probable, that accounts for the rise of the
school of laws at a place comparatively inconsiderable. Hadrian, in hisjourney to Palestine, would
naturally discover and patronize such a jurist; and that accounts for the appearance of Caius at
Rome in hisday. Papinian and Ulpian, both Orientals, were his pupilsin al probability; and these
were the “sages’ with whose works the youthful Gregory became acquainted, and by which his
mind was prepared for the great influence he exerted in the East, where his nameis a power to this
day.

Hiscredit with our timesisrather impaired than heightened by the epithet Thaumaturgus, which
clingsto hisname as aconvenient specification, to distinguish him from the other? Gregories whose
period was so nearly his own. But why make it his opprobrium? He is not responsible for the
romances that sprung up after his death; which he never heard of nor imagined. Likethe great Friar
Bacon, who was considered a magician, or Faust, whose invention nearly cost him his life, the
reputation of Gregory made him the subject of legendary lore long after he was gone. It is not
impossible that God wrought marvels by his hand, but a single instance would give rise to many

12 See Dean Stanley’ s Eastern Church and Neal€' s Introduction.

Philip Schaff
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fables; and this very surname is of itself a monument of the fact that miracles were now of rare
occurrence, and that one possessing the gift was a wonder to his contemporaries.

To like popular love of the marvellous | attribute the stupid story of a mock consecration by
Phagdimus. If a dlight irregularity in Origen’s ordination gave him such lifelong troubles, what
would not have been the tumult such a sacrilege as this would have occasioned? Nothing is more
probable than that Phaedimus related such things as having occurred in a vision;® and this might
have weighed with amind like Gregory’s to overcome his scruples, and to justify his acceptance
of such aposition at an early age.

We are aready acquainted with the eloquent letter of Origen that decided him to choose the
sacred calling after he left the school at Caesarea. The Panegyric, which was his valedictory,
doubtless called forth that letter. Origen had seen in him the makings of akfjpu€, and coveted such
another Timothy for the Master’s work. But the Panegyric itself abounds with faults, and greatly
resembles similar college performances of our day. The custom of schools alone can excuse the
expression of such enthusiastic praise in the presence of its subject; but Origen doubtless bore it
as philosophically as others have done since, and its evident sincerity and heartfelt gratitude redeem
it from the charge of fulsome adulation.

For the residue of the story | may refer my readers to the statements of the trandator, as
follows.—

Translator’ s Notice.

WE are in possession of a considerable body of testimonies from ancient literature bearing on
the life and work of Gregory. From these, though they are largely mixed up with the marvellous,
we gain atolerably clear and satisfactory view of the main factsin his history, and the most patent
features of his character.* From various witnesses we learn that he was also known by the name
Theodorus, which may have been his original designation; that he was a native of Neo-Caesareia,
aconsiderable place of trade, and one of the most important towns of Pontus; that he belonged to
afamily of somewealth and standing; that he was born of heathen parents; that at the age of fourteen
he lost his father; that he had a brother named Athenodorus; and that along with him he travelled
about from city to city in the prosecution of studies that were to fit him for the profession of law,
to which he had been destined. Among the various seats of learning which he thus visited we find
Alexandria, Athens, Berytus, and the Pal estinian Cassareiamentioned. At thislast place—to which,

13 Recall Cyprian’s narratives, vol. v., and this volume infra, Life of Dionysius of Alexandria.

14 Thus we have accounts of him, more or less complete, in Eusebius (Historia Eccles., vi. 30, vii. 14), Basil (De Spiritu
Sancto, xxix. 74; Epist. 28, Num. 1 and 2; 204, Num. 2; 207, Num. 4; 210, Num. 3, 5,—Works, vol. iii. pp. 62, 107, 303, 311,
etc., edit. Paris. BB. 1730), Jerome (Devirisillustr., ch. 65; in the Comment. in Ecclesiasten, ch. 4; and Epist. 70, Num. 4—Works,
vol. i. pp. 424 and 427, edit. Veron.), Rufinus (Hist. Eccles., vii. 25), Socrates (Hist. Eccles., iv. 27), Sozomen (Hist. Eccles,,

vii. 27, Evagrius Scholasticus (Hist. Eccles., iii. 31), Suidasin his Lexicon, and others of less moment.
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as he tells us, he was led by a happy accident in the providence of God—he was brought into
connection with Origen. Under this great teacher he received lessons in logic, geometry, physics,
ethics, philosophy, and ancient literature, and in due time also in biblical science and the verities
of the Christian faith. Thus, having become Origen’s pupil, he became a so by the hand of God his
convert. After aresidence of some five years with the great Alexandrian, he returned to his native
city. Soon, however, aletter followed him to Neo-Caesareia, in which Origen urged him to dedicate
himself to the ministry of the Church of Christ, and pressed strongly upon him his obligation to
consecrate his gifts to the service of God, and in especia to devote his acquirements in heathen
science and learning to the elucidation of the Scriptures. On receipt of this letter, so full of wise
and faithful counsel and strong exhortation, from the teacher whom he venerated and |oved above
all others, he withdrew into the wilderness, seeking opportunity for solemn thought and private

B prayer over its contents. At this time the bishop of Amasea, a city which held apparently a first
place in the province, was one named Phaedimus, who, discerning the promise of great thingsin
the convert, sought to make him bishop of Neo-Caesareia. For a considerable period, however,
Gregory, who shrank from the responsibility of the episcopal office, kept himself beyond the
bishop’ sreach, until Phaedimus, unsuccessful in his search, had recourseto the stratagem of ordaining
him in his absence, and declaring him, with all the solemnities of the usual ceremonial, bishop of
his native city.” On receiving the report of this extraordinary step, Gregory yielded, and, coming
forth from the place of his concealment, was consecrated to the bishopric with all the customary
formalities;*® and so well did he discharge the duties of his office, that while there were said to be
only seventeen Christians in the whole city when hefirst entered it as bishop, there were said to be
only seventeen pagansin it at the time of his death. The date of his studies under Origen is fixed
at about 234 A.p., and that of his ordination as bishop at about 240. About the year 250 his church
was involved in the sufferings of the Decian persecution, on which occasion he fled into the
wilderness, with the hope of preserving hislife for his people, whom he aso counselled to follow
inthat matter hisexample. Hisflock had much to endure, again, through theincursion of the northern
barbarians about 260. He took part in the council that met at Antioch in 265 for the purpose of
trying Paul of Samosata; and soon after that he died, perhaps about 270, if we can adopt the
conjectural reading which givesthe name Aurelian instead of Julian in the account left us by Suidas.
The surname Thaumaturgus, or Wonder-worker, at once admonishes us of the marvellous that

so largely connected itself with the historical in the ancient records of this man’s life.r” He was

15 [Seep. 5, supra. Cave pronouncesit “without precedent,” but seemsto credit the story.]
16 [So Gregory Nyssen says. It would have been impossible, otherwise, for him to rule his flock.]
17 He could move the largest stones by aword; he could heal the sick; the demons were subject to him, and were exorcised

by hisfiat; he could give bounds to overflowing rivers; he could dry up mighty lakes; he could cast his cloak over aman, and
cause his death; once, spending a night in a heathen temple, he banished its divinities by his simple presence, and by merely

placing on the altar a piece of paper bearing the words, Gregory to Satan—enter, he could bring the presiding demons back to

10
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believed to have been gifted with apower of working miracles, which he was constantly exercising.
But into these it is profitless to enter. When al the marvellous is dissociated from the historical in
the records of this bishop’s career, we have still the figure of agreat, good, and gifted man, deeply
versed in the heathen lore and science of histime, yet more deeply imbued with the genuine spirit
of another wisdom, which, under God, he learned from the illustrious thinker of Alexandria,
honouring with al love, gratitude, and veneration that teacher to whom he was indebted for his
knowledge of the Gospel, and exercising an earnest, enlightened, and faithful ministry of many
yearsin an office which he had not sought, but for which he had been sought. Such is, in brief, the
picture that rises up before us from a perusal of his own writings, as well as from the comparison
of ancient accounts of the man and hisvocation. Of hiswell-accredited works we have thefollowing:
A Declaration of Faith, being a creed on the doctrine of the Trinity; a Metaphrase of the Book of
Ecclesiastes, a Panegyric to Origen, being an oration delivered on leaving the school of Origen,
expressing eloquently, and with great tenderness of feeling, as well as polish of style, the sense of
his obligations to that master; and a Canonical Epistle, in which he gives a variety of directions
with respect to the penances and discipline to be exacted by the Church from Christians who had
fallen back into heathenism in times of suffering, and wished to be restored. Other works have been
attributed to him, which are doubtful or spurious. Hiswritings have been often edited,—by Gerard
Voss in 1604, by the Paris editors in 1662, by Gallandi in 1788, and others, who need not be
enumerated here.

.n Part | —Acknowledged Writings.

A Declaration of Faith.1e

their shrine. One strange story told of him by Gregory of Nyssais to the effect that, as Gregory was meditating on the great
matter of the right way to worship the true God, suddenly two glorious personages made themselves manifest in hisroom, in
the one of whom he recognised the Apostle John, in the other the Virgin. They had come, asthe story goes, to solvethe difficulties
which were making him hesitate in accepting the bishopric. At Mary’s request, the evangelist gave him then all the instruction
in doctrine which he was seeking for; and the sum of these supernatural communications being written down by him after the
vision vanished, formed the creed which is still preserved among his writings. Such were the wonders believed to signalize the
life of Gregory.

18 Thetitle asit stands has this addition: “which he had by revelation from the blessed John the evangelist, by the mediation
of the Virgin Mary, Parent of God.” Gallandi, Veterum Patrum Biblioth., Venice, 1766, p. 385. [Elucidation, p. 8, infra.]

11
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THERE is one God, the Father of theliving Word, who is His subsistent Wisdom and Power and
Eternal Image:™® perfect Begetter of the perfect Begotten, Father of the only-begotten Son. There
is one Lord, Only of the Only,® God of God, Image and Likeness of Deity, Efficient Word,#
Wisdom comprehensive? of the constitution of al things, and Power formative”® of the whole
creation, true Son of true Father, Invisible of Invisible, and Incorruptible of Incorruptible, and
Immortal of Immortal and Eternal of Eternal.** And thereis One Holy Spirit, having His subsistence®
from God, and being made manifest® by the Son, to wit to men:#" Image® of the Son, Perfect Image
of the Perfect;* Life, the Cause of the living; Holy Fount; Sanctity, the Supplier, or Leader,* of
Sanctification; in whom is manifested God the Father, who isabove al and in all, and God the Son,
whoisthrough al. Thereisaperfect Trinity, in glory and eternity and sovereignty, neither divided
nor estranged.®* Wherefore there is nothing either created or in servitude® in the Trinity;* nor
anything superinduced,* asif at some former period it was non-existent, and at some later period

19 xapaxtfpog Gidiov.

20 Hévog €k pudvou .

21 A6yog €vepydg.

22 TEPLEKTIKN.

23 TONTIKY.

24 Gidiog didiov.

2 Unapérv.

26 TePNVAG.

27 The words dnAadr toig dvBpwnoig are suspected by some to be a gloss that has found its way into the text.
28 £lKWOV.

29 So John of Damascus uses the phrase, eikwv tod Hatpdg 6 Yidg, kai tod YioT, o Mvedpa, the Son isthe Image of the

Father, and the Spirit is that of the Son, lib. 1, De fide orthod., ch. 13, vol. i. p. 151. See adso Athanasius, Epist. 1 ad Serap.;
Basil, lib. v. contra Eunom.; Cyril, Dial., 7, etc.

30 Xopnysg.

31 anaAAotplovpévn. See aso Gregory Nazianz., Orat., 37, p. 609.

32 doTAov.

33 Gregory Nazianz., Orat., 40, p. 668, with reference apparently to our author, says: 00dev tig Tpradog SoGAov, ovde

KTL0TOV, 00d¢ EnelcaKTOV, fiKoLoa TV 6oPQOV Tvo§ Aéyovto¢— In the Trinity thereis nothing either in servitude or created,
or superinduced, as| heard one of the learned say.

34 éneloakTov.
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it was introduced. And thus neither was the Son ever wanting to the Father, nor the Spirit to the
Son;* but without variation and without change, the same Trinity abideth ever.*

Elucidation.

THE story of the “Revelation” is of little consequence, though, if this were Gregory’s genuine
work, it would be easy to account for it as originating in a beautiful dream. But it is very doubtful
whether it be a genuine work; and, to my mind, it is most fairly treated by Lardner, to whose
elaborate chapter concerning Gregory every scholar must refer. Dr. Burton, in hisedition of Bishop
Bull’sworks,® amost overrulesthat learned prelate’ sinclination to think it genuine, in thefollowing
words: “Hanc formulam minime esse Gregorii authenticam...multis haud spernendis argumentis
demonstrat Lardner.” Lardner thinks it afabrication of the fourth century.

Cave's learned judgment is more favourable; and he gives the text®* from Gregory of Nyssa,
which hetrandates asfollows: “ Thereis one God, the Father of the living Word and of the subsisting
Wisdom and Power, and of Him who is His Eternal Image, the perfect begetter of Him that is
perfect, the Father of the only-begotten Son. There is one Lord, the only Son of the only Father,
God of God, the character and image of the Godhead, the powerful Word, the comprehensive
Wisdom, by which all things were made, and the Power that gave being to the whole creation, the
true Son of the true Father, the Invisible of the Invisible, the Incorruptible of the Incorruptible, the
Immortal of the Immortal, and the Eternal of Him that is Eternal. There is one Holy Ghost, having
its subsistence of God, which appeared through the Son to mankind, the perfect Image of the perfect
Son, the Life-giving Life, the holy Fountain, the Sanctity, and the Author of sanctification, by
whom God the Father ismade manifest, whoisover al, andin al; and God the Son, who isthrough
all. A perfect Trinity, which neither in glory, eternity, or dominion is divided, or departed from
itself.”

35 In one codex we find the following addition here: olte aéetat povag eig dudda, 00dE dudg ei¢ tprada—Neither again
does the unity grow into duality, nor the duality into trinity; or = Neither does the condition of the one grow into the condition

of the two, nor that of the two into the condition of the three.

36 [See valuable note and Greek text in Dr. Schaff’s History, vol. ii. p. 799.]
37 Credibility, vol. ii. p. 635.

38 Vol. v. p. 423.

39 Cave, Lives of the Fathers, vol. i. p. 402, ed. Oxford, 1840.
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@ A Metaphrase of the Book of Ecclesiastes.+

Chapter 1.4

THese words speaketh Solomon, the son of David the king and prophet, to the whole Church
of God, a prince most honoured, and a prophet most wise above al men. How vain and fruitless
are the affairs of men, and all pursuits that occupy man! For there is not one who can tell of any
profit attaching to those things which men who creep on earth strive by body and soul to attain to,
in servitude all the while to what is transient, and undesirous of considering aught heavenly with
the noble eye of the soul. And the life of men weareth away, as day by day, and in the periods of
hours and years, and the determinate courses of the sun, some are ever coming, and others passing
away. And the matter is like the transit of torrents as they fall into the measurel ess deep of the sea
with a mighty noise. And al things that have been constituted by God for the sake of men abide
the same: as, for instance, that man is born of earth, and departs to earth again; that the earth itself
continues stable; that the sun accomplishesits circuit about it perfectly, and rolls round to the same
mark again; and that the winds* in like manner, and the mighty riverswhich flow into the sea, and
the breezes that beat upon it, all act without forcing it to pass beyond its limits, and without
themselves also violating their appointed laws. And these things, indeed, as bearing upon the good
of this life of ours, are established thus fittingly. But those things which are of men’s devising,
whether words or deeds, have no measure. And there is a plenteous multitude of words, but there
is no profit from random and foolish talking. But the race of men is naturally insatiate in its thirst
both for speaking and for hearing what is spoken; and it is man’s habit, too, to desire to look with
idle eyes on all that happens. What can occur afterwards, or what can be wrought by men which
has not been done already? What new thing is there worthy of mention, of which there has never
yet been experience? For | think there is nothing which one may call new, or which, on considering
it, one shall discover to be strange or unknown to those of old. But as former things are buried in
oblivion, so also things that are now subsistent will in the course of time vanish utterly from the
knowledge of those who shall come after us. And | speak not these things unadvisedly, as acting
now the preacher.”® But all these things were carefully pondered by me when entrusted with the

40 Gallandi, Biblioth. Vet. Patr., iii. 387.

41 [Thewise benevolence of our author is more apparent than his critical skill. No book more likely to puzzle apagan inquirer
than this: so the metaphrase givesit meaning and consistency; but, over and over again, not Solomon’ smeaning, | am persuaded.]

42 ta vevpata, for which some propose psduarta, streams, as the dvepor are mentioned in their own place immediately.

43 VOV EKKANGLaCwV.
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kingdom of the Hebrews in Jerusalem. And | examined diligently, and considered discreetly, the
nature of all that ison earth, and | perceived it to be most various;* and | saw that to manitisgiven
to labour upon earth, ever carried about by al different occasions of toil, and with no result of his
work. And all things here below are full of the spirit of strangeness and abomination, so that it is
not possible for one to retrieve them now; nay, rather it is not possible for one at all to conceive
what utter vanity* has taken possession of all human affairs. For once on atime | communed with
myself, and thought that then | was wiser in this than all that were before me, and | was expert in
understanding parables and the natures of things. But | learned that | gave myself to such pursuits
to no purpose, and that if wisdom follows knowledge, so troubles attend on wisdom.

Chapter 11.

Judging, therefore, that it stood thus with this matter, | decided to turn to another manner of
life, and to give myself to pleasure, and to take experience of various delights. And now | learned
that all suchthingsarevain; and | put acheck on laughter, when it ran on carelessly; and restrained
pleasure, according to the rule of moderation, and was bitterly wroth against it. And when | perceived
that the soul is able to arrest the body in its disposition to intoxication and wine-bibbing, and that
temperance makes lust its subject, | sought earnestly to observe what object of true worth and of

N real excellenceis set before men, which they shall attain to in thispresent life. For | passed through
10 all those other objects which are deemed worthiest, such as the erecting of lofty houses and the
planting of vines, and in addition, the laying out of pleasure-grounds, and the acquisition and culture

of all manner of fruit-bearing trees; and among them also large reservoirsfor the reception of water

were constructed, and distributed so asto securethe plentiful irrigation of thetrees. And | surrounded
myself also with many domestics, both man-servants and maid-servants, and some of them |
procured from abroad, and others | possessed and employed as born in my own house. And herds

of four-footed creatures, as well of cattle as of sheep, more numerous than any of those of old
acquired, were made my property. And treasures of gold and silver flowed in upon me; and | made

the kings of all nations my dependants and tributaries. And very many choirs of male and female
singers were trained to yield me pleasure by the practice of all-harmonious song. And | had
banquetings; and for the service of this part of my pleasure, | got me select cup-bearers of both
sexes beyond my reckoning,—so far did | surpass in these things those who reigned before mein
Jerusalem. And thus it happened that the interests of wisdom declined with me, while the claims

of evil appetency increased. For when | yielded myself to every allurement of the eyes, and to the
violent passions of the heart, that make their attack from all quarters, and surrendered myself to

4 TOKIAWTATNV.

45 dromia
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the hopes held out by pleasures, | also made my will the bond-slave of all miserable delights. For
thus my judgment was brought to such awretched pass, that | thought these things good, and that
it was proper for me to engage in them. At length, awaking and recovering my sight, | perceived
that the things | had in hand were altogether sinful and very evil, and the deeds of a spirit not good.
For now none of all the objects of men’s choice seems to me worthy of approval, or greatly to be
desired by ajust mind. Wherefore, having pondered at once the advantages of wisdom and theills
of folly, I should with reason admire that man greatly, who, being borne on in athoughtless course,
and afterwards arresting himself, should return to right and duty. For wisdom and folly are widely
separated, and they are as different from each other as day isfrom night. He, therefore, who makes
choice of virtue, is like one who sees all things plainly, and looks upward, and who holdeth his
waysinthetime of clearest light. But he, on the other hand, who hasinvolved himself in wickedness,
islike aman who wanders helplessly about in amoonless night, as one who is blind, and deprived
of the sight of things by his darkness.®® And when | considered the end of each of these modes of
life, | found there was no profit in the latter;*” and by setting myself to be the companion of the
foolish, | saw that | should receivethewages of folly. For what advantageistherein those thoughts,
or what profit isthere in the multitude of words, where the streams of foolish speaking are flowing,
asit were, from the fountain of folly? Moreover, there is nothing common to the wise man and to
the fool, neither as regards the memory of men, nor as regards the recompense of God. And as to
all the affairs of men, when they are yet apparently but beginning to be, the end at once surprises
them. Y et the wise man is never partaker of the same end with the foolish. Then also did | hate all
my life, that had been consumed in vanities, and which I had spent with amind engrossed in earthly
anxieties. For, to speak in brief, all my affairs have been wrought by me with labour and pain, as
the efforts of thoughtless impulse; and some other person, it may be a wise man or a fool, will
succeed to them, | mean, the chill fruits of my toils. But when | cut myself off from these things,
and cast them away, then did that real good which is set before man show itself to me,—namely,
the knowledge of wisdom and the possession of manly virtue.® And if a man neglectsthese things,
and isinflamed with the passion for other things, such a man makes choice of evil instead of good,
and goes after what is bad instead of what is excellent, and after trouble instead of peace; for heis
distracted by every manner of disturbance, and is burdened with continual anxieties night and day,
with oppressive labours of body as well as with ceaseless cares of mind,—his heart moving in
constant agitation, by reason of the strange and senseless affairs that occupy him. For the perfect
good does not consist in eating and drinking, athough it is true that it is from God that their

46 Thetext is, tupAdg te v TV TpdooPrv kal IO ToT oKdTOVG TGV TpayUdTwY denenuévog, for which it is proposed to
read, TuAdG Te WV Kal TtV mpdooPtv Uid Tol okdTOoUG, EtC.

47 Or, astheLatinversion putsit: And, infine, when | considered the difference between these modes of life, | found nothing
but that, by setting myself, etc.

48 avdpeiag.
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sustenance cometh to men; for none of those things which are given for our maintenance subsist
without His providence. But the good man who gets wisdom from God, gets also heavenly
enjoyment; while, on the other hand, the evil man, smitten with illsdivinely inflicted, and afflicted
with the disease of lust, toilsto amass much, and is quick to put him to shame who is honoured by
God in presence of the Lord of all, proffering useless gifts, and making things deceitful and vain
the pursuits of his own miserable soul.

AN Chapter 111.

= For this present timeisfilled with al things that are most contrary* to each other—births and

deaths, the growth of plants and their uprooting, cures and killings, the building up and the pulling
down of houses, weeping and laughing, mourning and dancing. At this moment a man gathers of
earth’s products, and at another casts them away; and at one time he ardently desireth the beauty
of woman, and at another he hateth it. Now he seeketh something, and again he loseth it; and now
he keepeth, and again he casteth away; at onetime he dayeth, and at another heisdain; he speaketh,
and again he is silent; he loveth, and again he hateth. For the affairs of men are at one timein a
condition of war, and at another in a condition of peace; while their fortunes are so inconstant, that
from bearing the semblance of good, they change quickly into acknowledgedills. L et us have done,
therefore, with vain labours. For all these things, as appears to me, are set to madden men, as it
were, with their poisoned stings. And the ungodly observer of the times and seasons is agape for
thisworld,* exerting himself above measure to destroy the image®™ of God, as one who has chosen
to contend against it from the beginning onward to the end.* | am persuaded, therefore, that the
greatest good for man is cheerfulness and well-doing, and that this shortlived enjoyment, which
alone is possible to us, comes from God only, if righteousness direct our doings. But as to those
everlasting and incorruptible things which God hath firmly established, it is not possible either to
take aught from them or to add aught to them. And to men in general, those things, in sooth, are
fearful and wonderful;*> and those things indeed which have been, abide so; and those which are
to be, have already been, asregards Hisforeknowledge. Moreover, the man who isinjured has God

49 The text reads évavtiwtiitwv, for which Codex Anglicus has évavtiwtdtwv.

50 Or, age.

51 TAdoua.

52 Or, Him.

53 The Greek text is, kaipookdmog 81 T1g Tovnpdg TOV al®@va ToTToV TEPIKEXNVEY, Gpavical UnepdlatelvOueVog TO TOU

€00 mAGopa, €€ dpxfic abT® uéxpt Téhoug moAepelv fpnuévog. It iswell to notice how widely this differs from our version of
iii. 11: “He hath made everything beautiful in histime,” etc.

54 Thetext is, @ tivi obv, GAN’ £oty, ékerva @oPepd te 6U0D kal BovpacTd.
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as his helper. | saw in the lower parts the pit of punishment which receives the impious, but a
different place allotted for the pious. And | thought with myself, that with God all things are judged
and determined to be equal; that the righteous and the unrighteous, and objects with reason and
without reason, are alike in His judgment. For that their time is measured out equally to all, and
death impends over them, and in thisthe races of beasts and men are alike in the judgment of God,
and differ from each other only in the matter of articulate speech; and all things else happen alike
to them, and death receives all equally, not more so in the case of the other kinds of creatures than
in that of men. For they have all the same breath of life, and men have nothing more; but all are, in
one word, vain, deriving their present condition® from the same earth, and destined to perish, and
return to the same earth again. For it is uncertain regarding the souls of men, whether they shall fly
upwards; and regarding the others which the unreasoning creatures possess, whether they shall fall
downward. And it seemed to me, that there is no other good save pleasure, and the enjoyment of
things present. For | did not think it possible for a man, when once he has tasted death, to return
again to the enjoyment of these things.*®

Chapter 1V.

And leaving all these reflections, | considered and turned in aversion from al the forms of
oppression® which are done among men; whence some receiving injury weep and lament, who are
struck down by violence in utter default of those who protect them, or who should by all means
comfort themintheir trouble.® And the men who make might their right* are exalted to an eminence,
from which, however, they shall also fall. Yea, of the unrighteous and audacious, those who are
dead fare better than those who are still alive. And better than both these is he who, being destined
to be like them, has not yet come into being, since he has not yet touched the wickedness which
prevails among men. And it became clear to me aso how great is the envy which follows a man
from his neighbours, like the sting of awicked spirit; and | saw that he who receives it, and takes

55 oVOTAOLV.

56 [The key to the interpretation of this book, asto much of the book of Job, isfound in the brief expostulation of Jeremiah
(chap. xii. 1), where he confesses hisinability to comprehend the world and God' s ways therein, yet utters a profession of
unshaken confidence in His goodness. Here Solomon, in monologue, gives vent to similar misgivings; overruling all in the
wonderful ode with which the book concludes. | say Solomon, not unadvisedly.]

57 GUKOQPAVTIWV.

58 Thetext is, Bia katafAnuévor TV énauuvéviwy f SAwg tapapvbnoouévwy avtovg Tdong tavtaxdhev katexovong
amopiag. The senseisnot clear. It may be: who are struck down in spite of those who protect them, and who should by all means
comfort them when all manner of trouble presses them on al sides.

59 Xelpodikat.
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it asit wereinto his breast, has nothing else but to eat his own heart, and tear it, and consume both
soul and body, finding inconsolable vexation in the good fortune of others.®® And awise manwould
choose to have one of his hands full, if it were with ease and quietness, rather than both of them
with travail and with the villany of atreacherous spirit. Moreover, thereisyet another thing which
| know to happen contrary to what isfitting, by reason of the evil will of man. Hewhoisleft entirely
N\ alone, having neither brother nor son, but prospered with large possessions, lives on in the spirit
12 of insatiable avarice, and refusesto give himself in any way whatever to goodness. Gladly, therefore,
would | ask such an one for what reason he labours thus, fleeing with headlong speed® from the
doing of anything good, and distracted by the many various passions for making gain.®? Far better
than such are those who have taken up an order of lifein common,® from which they may reap the
best blessings. For when two men devote themselves in the right spirit to the same objects, though
some mischance befalls the one, he has still at least no dight aleviation in having his companion
by him. And the greatest of al calamities to a man in evil fortune is the want of afriend to help
and cheer him.** And those who live together both double the good fortune that befalls them, and
lessen the pressure of the storm of disagreeable events; so that in the day they are distinguished for
their frank confidence in each other, and in the night they appear notable for their cheerfulness.®
But hewho leads asolitary life passes a species of existencefull of terror to himself; not perceiving
that if one should fall upon men welded closely together, he adopts arash and perilous course, and
that it is not easy to snap the threefold cord.®® Moreover, | put a poor youth, if he be wise, before
an aged prince devoid of wisdom, to whose thoughts it has never occured that it is possible that a
man may be rai sed from the prison to the throne, and that the very man who has exercised his power
unrighteously shall at a later period be righteously cast out. For it may happen that those who are
subject to a youth, who is at the same time sensible, shall be free from trouble,—those, | mean,
who are his elders.®” Moreover, they who are born later cannot praise another, of whom they have

60 Following the reading of Cod. Medic., which puts ti0¢uevog for ti6éuevov. [See Cyprian, vol. v. p. 493, note 7, this
series]

61 TpOTPOTEdNV.

62 xpnuaticacdat.

63 kowvwviav dua Biov éoteldavro.

64 GVAKTNOOUEVOU.

65 Thetext is, kai vOktwp cepvdtntt sepvovesdat, for which certain codices read sepvétntt @aidpivesdat, and others

@adpdtnTt oepvuvesdal.

66 Jerome cites the passage in his Commentary on Ecclesiastes[iv. 12].

67 Tobg Goot mpoyevéotepot. The sense is incomplete, and some words seem missing in the text. Jerome, in rendering this
passage in his Commentary on Ecclesiastes, turnsit thus: ita autem ut sub senerege versati sint; either having lighted on abetter

manuscript, or adding something of his own authority to make out the meaning.
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had no experience,® and are led by an unreasoning judgment, and by the impulse of a contrary
spirit. But in exercising the preacher’ s office, keep thou this before thine eyes, that thine own life
be rightly directed, and that thou prayest in behalf of the foolish, that they may get understanding,
and know how to shun the doings of the wicked.

Chapter V.

Moreover, it isagood thing to use the tongue sparingly, and to keep acalm and rightly balanced®
heart in the exercise of speech.” For it is not right to give utterance in words to things that are
foolish and absurd, or to all that occur to the mind; but we ought to know and reflect, that though
we are far separated from heaven, we speak in the hearing of God, and that it isgood for usto speak
without offence. For as dreams and visions of many kinds attend manifold cares of mind, so also
silly talking is conjoined with folly. Moreover, seeto it, that a promise made with avow be made
good in fact. This, too, is proper to fools, that they are unreliable. But be thou true to thy word,
knowing that it is much better for thee not to vow or promise to do anything, than to vow and then
fail of performance. And thou oughtest by all means to avoid the flood of base words, seeing that
God will hear them. For the man who makes such things his study gets no more benefit by them
than to see his doings brought to nought by God. For as the multitude of dreamsisvain, so also the
multitude of words. But the fear of God is man’s salvation, though it is rarely found. Wherefore
thou oughtest not to wonder though thou seest the poor oppressed, and the judges misinterpreting
the law. But thou oughtest to avoid the appearance of surpassing those who are in power. For even
should this prove to be the case, yet, from the terribleillsthat shall befall thee, wickedness of itself
will not deliver thee. But even as property acquired by violenceisamost hurtful aswell asimpious
possession, so the man who lusteth after money never finds satisfaction for his passion, nor good-will
from his neighbours, even though he may have amassed the greatest possible wealth. For this aso
isvanity. But goodness greatly rejoiceth those who hold by it, and makes them strong,”™ imparting
to them the capacity of seeing through™ all things. And it isagreat matter also not to be engrossed
by such anxieties: for the poor man, even should he beaslave, and unabletofill hisbelly plentifully,
enjoys at least the kind refreshment of sleep; but the lust of richesis attended by sleepless nights
and anxieties of mind. And what could there be then more absurd, than with much anxiety and

68 dia T6 £Tépou amerpdtwg Exev.
69 gvotadovor.

70 v 1] mept Adyoug omovdf].

71 avdpeiovg.

72 kaBopdav.
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trouble to amass wealth, and keep it with jealous care, if all the while one is but maintaining the
occasion of countless evils to himself? And this wealth, besides, must needs perish some time or
other, and be lost, whether he who has acquired it has children or not;”® and the man himself,
however unwillingly, is doomed to die, and return to earth in the selfsame condition in which it
was hislot onceto comeinto being.” And the fact that heis destined thusto leave earth with empty
hands, will make the evil all the sorer to him, as he failsto consider that an end is appointed for his
lifesimilar to its beginning, and that he toilsto no profit, and laboursrather for thewind, asit were,
than for the advancement of his own real interest, wasting his whole life in most unholy lusts and
irrational passions, and withal in troubles and pains. And, to speak shortly, his days are darkness
to such aman, and hislifeissorrow. Yet thisisinitself good, and by no means to be despised. For
itisthegift of God, that aman should be able to reap with gladness of mind thefruits of hislabours,
receiving thus possessions bestowed by God, and not acquired by force.”™ For neither issuch aman
afflicted with troubles, nor is he for the most part the slave of evil thoughts; but he measures out
hislife by good deeds, being of good heart™ in all things, and rgjoicing in the gift of God.

Chapter V1.

Moreover, | shall exhibit in discoursetheill-fortune that most of all prevailsamong men. While
God may supply aman with all that is according to his mind, and deprive him of no object which
may in any manner appeal to his desires, whether it be wealth, or honour, or any other of those
things for which men distract themselves; yet the man, while thus prospered in all things, asthough
the only ill inflicted on him from heaven were just the inability to enjoy them, may but husband
them for hisfellow, and fall without profit either to himself or to his neighbours. This | reckon to
be a strong proof and clear sign of surpassing evil. The man who has borne without blame the name
of father of very many children, and spent along life, and has not had his soul filled with good for
so long time, and has had no experience of death meanwhile,”™—this man | should not envy either
his numerous offspring or his length of days; nay, | should say that the untimely birth that falls
from awoman’ swomb isbetter than he. For asthat cameinwith vanity, soit also departeth secretly
in oblivion, without having tasted theills of life or looked on the sun. And thisisalighter evil than
for the wicked man not to know what is good, even though he measure his life by thousands of

73 Job xx. 20.

74 Jobi.21; 1 Tim. vi. 7.

75 apraktikd in the text, for which the Cod. Medic. has apraktd.

76 £vOupovuevog.

7 Bavartov neipav o0 AaPdv, for which we must read probably favdrov, etc.
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years.”® And the end of both isdeath. Thefool isproved aboveall things by hisfinding no satisfaction
in any lust. But the discreet man is not held captive by these passions. Yet, for the most part,
righteousness of lifeleadsaman to poverty. And the sight of curious eyes deranges™ many, inflaming
their mind, and drawing them on to vain pursuits by the empty desire of show.* Moreover, the
things which are now are known aready; and it becomes apparent that man is unable to contend
with those that are above him. And, verily, inanities have their course among men, which only
increase the folly of those who occupy themselves with them.

Chapter VI1.

For though a man should be by no means greatly advantaged by knowing all in thislifethat is
destined to befall him according to his mind (let us suppose such a case), nevertheless with the
officious activity of men he devises means for prying into and gaining an apparent acquaintance
with the things that are to happen after a person’s death. Moreover, a good name is more pleasant
to the mind® than ail to the body; and the end of lifeis better than the birth, and to mourn is more
desirable than to revel, and to be with the sorrowing is better than to be with the drunken. For this
is the fact, that he who comes to the end of life has no further care about aught around him. And
discreet anger isto be preferred to laughter; for by the severe disposition of countenance the soul
iskept upright.®? The souls of the wise, indeed, are sad and downcast, but those of fools are elated,
and given looseto merriment. And yet it isfar more desirable to receive blame from one wise man,
than to become a hearer of awhole chorus of worthless and miserable men in their songs. For the
laughter of foolsis like the crackling of many thorns burning in afierce fire. This, too, is misery,
yea the greatest of evils, namely oppression;® for it intrigues against the souls of the wise, and
attempts to ruin the noble way of life®* which the good pursue. Moreover, it is right to commend
not the man who begins, but the man who finishes aspeech;® and what is moderate ought to approve

78 The text gives, finep @ TOVNP@...avapeTpnoauéve dyabotnta un émyvw, for which we may read either finep t@

TOVNPQ® ... AVOUETPNOGUEVOG. ..y V@, OF better,...dvauetpnoapéve. . . Emyv@vat.

79 gEiotnat.

80 100 O¢Bvat.

81 Prov. xxii. 1.

82 katopBoital.

83 Caumny, sukogavria.

84 £VoTaoLy.

85 Aéywv &, etc. But Cod. Medic. reads, Adyov &%, etc., = it isright to commend a speech not in its beginning, but in its
end.

22


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Prov.22.html#Prov.22.1

ANFO06. Fathers of the Third Century: Gregory Thaumaturgus, Philip Schaff
Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, and Minor
Writers, Methodius, Arnobius

itself to the mind, and not what is swollen and inflated. Again, one ought certainly to keep wrath
in check, and not suffer himself to be carried rashly into anger, the slaves of which are fools.
Moreover, they are in error who assert that a better manner of life was given to those before us,
N\ and they fail to see that wisdom iswidely different from mere abundance of possessions, and that
it is as much more lustrous® than these, as silver shines more brightly than its shadow. For thelife
of man hath its excellence® not in the acquisition of perishable riches, but in wisdom. And who
shall be able, tell me, to declare the providence of God, which is so great and so beneficent? or
who shall be ableto recall the things which seem to have been passed by of God? And in theformer
daysof my vanity | considered all things, and saw arighteous man continuing in his righteousness,
and ceasing not from it until death, but even suffering injury by reason thereof, and awicked man
perishing with his wickedness. Moreover, it is proper that the righteous man should not seem to be
so overmuch, nor exceedingly and above measure wise, that he may not, as in making some dlip,
seem to sin many times over. And be not thou audacious and precipitate, lest an untimely death
surprise thee. It is the greatest of all good to take hold of God, and by abiding in Him to sinin
nothing. For to touch things undefiled with an impure hand is abomination. But he who in the fear
of God submits himself,® escapes all that is contrary. Wisdom availeth more in the way of help
than aband of the most powerful menin acity, and it often also pardons righteously those who fail
in duty. For there is not one that stumbleth not.® Also it becomesthee in no way to attend upon the
words of theimpious, that thou mayest not become an ear-witness® of words spoken against thyself,
such asthefoolish talk of awicked servant, and being thus stung in heart, have recourse afterwards
thyself to cursing in turn in many actions. And all these things have | known, having received
wisdom from God, which afterwards | lost, and was no longer able to be the same.®* For wisdom
fled from meto an infinite distance, and into a measurel ess deep, so that | could no longer get hold
of it. Wherefore afterwards | abstained altogether from seeking it; and |1 no longer thought of
considering the follies and the vain counsels of the impious, and their weary, distracted life. And
being thus disposed, | was borne on to the things themselves; and being seized with afatal passion,
| knew woman—that she is like a snare or some such other object.®? For her heart ensnares those
who pass her; and if she but join hand to hand, she holds one as securely as though she dragged

86 @avepwtépa, for which gavotépa is proposed.

87 neprylyvetat.

88 UTETKWV.

89 1 Kingsviii. 46; 2 Chron. vi. 36; Prov. xx. 9; 1 Johni. 8.

%0 aUTAKOOG .

91 duo1oG.

92 Thetext isevidently corrupt: for trjv yuvaika, yfv tivd, etc., Cotelerius proposes, trv yvvaika, cayrvnv tivd, etc.; and

Bengel, ndynv tivd, etc.
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him on bound with chains.®* And from her you can secure your deliverance only by finding a
propitious and watchful superintendent in God;* for he who is enslaved by sin cannot (otherwise)
escapeitsgrasp. Moreover, among all women | sought for the chastity® proper to them, and | found
it in none. And verily a person may find one man chaste among a thousand, but a woman never.®
And this above al things | observed, that men being made by God simple® in mind, contract® for
themselves manifold reasonings and infinite questionings, and while professing to seek wisdom,
waste their life in vain words.

Chapter VIII.

Moreover, wisdom, when it is found in a man, shows itself also in its possessor’s face, and
makes his countenance to shine; as, on the other hand, effrontery convicts the man in whom it has
taken up its abode, so soon as he is seen, as one worthy of hatred. And it is on every account right
to give careful heed to the words of the king, and by all manner of meansto avoid an oath, especially
one taken in the name of God. It may be fit at the same time to notice an evil word, but then it is
necessary to guard against any blasphemy against God. For it will not be possibleto find fault with
Him when He inflicts any penalty, nor to gainsay the decrees of the Only Lord and King. But it
will be better and more profitable for a man to abide by the holy commandments, and to keep
himself apart from the words of the wicked. For the wise man knows and discerneth beforehand
the judgment, which shall come at the right time, and sees that it shall be just. For al thingsin the
life of men await the retribution from above; but the wicked man does not seem to know verily®
that as there is a mighty providence over him, nothing in the future shall be hid. He knoweth not
indeed the thingswhich shall be; for no man shall be able to announce any one of them to him duly:
for no one shall be found so strong as to be able to prevent the angel who spoils him of hislife;'®

93 katéxel A €i. Thisuse of A i is characteristic of Gregory Thaumaturgus. We find it again in his Panegyr. ad Orig., ch.

6, fj €l kal mapa ndvtag, etc. It may be added, therefore, to the proofsin support of acommon authorship for these two writings.

% gndémrnyv.
9% oWEPOGLVNV.
% [Our English version gives no such idea, nor does that of the LXX. The sw¢pocuvn of our author isdiscretion, or perhaps

entire balance of mind. Wordsworth gives us the thought better in his verse: “A perfect woman, nobly planned.” It was not in

Judaism to give woman her place: the Magnificat of the Virgin celebrated the restoration of her sex.]

97 Upright, anAot.
%8 EMOTIOVTAL.

] AMav.

100 Puxiv.
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neither shall any means be devised for cancelling in any way the appointed time of death. But even
as the man who is captured in the midst of the battle can only see flight cut off on every side, so
AN al the impiety of man perisheth utterly together. And | am astonished, as often as | contemplate
15 what and how great things men have studied to do for the hurt of their neighbours. But this| know,
that the impious are snatched prematurely from thislife, and put out of the way because they have
given themselves to vanity. For whereas the providential judgment'® of God does not overtake all
speedily, by reason of Hisgreat long-suffering, and the wicked is not punished immediately on the
commission of his offences,—for this reason he thinksthat he may sin the more, asthough he were
to get off with impunity, not understanding that the transgressor shall not escape the knowledge of
God even after along interval. This, moreover, isthe chief good, to reverence God,; for if once the
impious man fall away from Him, he shall not be suffered long to misuse hisown folly. But amost
vicious and false opinion often prevails among men concerning both the righteous and the
unrighteous. For they form ajudgment contrary to truth regarding each of them; and the man who
isreally righteous does not get the credit of being so, while, on the other hand, the impious man is
deemed prudent and upright. And this | judge to be among the most grievous of errors. Once,
indeed, | thought that the chief good consisted in eating and drinking, and that he was most highly
favoured of God who should enjoy these thingsto the utmost in hislife; and | fancied that this kind
of enjoyment was the only comfort in life. And, accordingly, | gave heed to nothing but to this
conceit, so that neither by night nor by day did | withdraw myself from all those things which have
ever been discovered to minister luxurious delights to men. And this much | learned thereby, that
the man who minglesin these things shall by no means be able, however sorely he may labour with
them, to find the real good.

Chapter 1X.

Now | thought at that time that all men were judged worthy of the same things. And if any wise
man practised righteousness, and withdrew himself from unrighteousness, and as being sagacious
avoided hatred with all (which, indeed, isathing well pleasing to God), this man seemed to me to
labour in vain. For there seemed to be one end for the righteous and for the impious, for the good
and for the evil, for the pure and for the impure, for him that worshipped'® God, and for him that
worshipped not. For as the unrighteous man and the good, the man who sweareth afalse oath, and
the man who avoids swearing altogether, were suspected by me to be driving toward the same end,
a certain sinister opinion stole secretly into my mind, that all men come to their end in a similar
way. But now | know that these are the reflections of fools, and errors and deceits. And they assert

101 npdvola.

102 iAaokopévou.
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largely, that he who is dead has perished utterly, and that the living is to be preferred to the dead,
even though he may lie in darkness, and pass his life-journey after the fashion of a dog, which is
better at least than adead lion. For the living know thisat any rate, that they areto die; but the dead
know not anything, and thereisno reward proposed to them after they have completed their necessary
course. Also hatred and love with the dead have their end; for their envy has perished, and their
life also is extinguished. And he has a portion in nothing who has once gone hence. Error harping
still on such astring, gives also such counsel asthis: What meanest thou, O man, that thou dost not
enjoy thyself delicately, and gorge thyself with al manner of pleasant food, and fill thyself to the
full with wine? Dost thou not perceive that these things are given usfrom God for our unrestrained
enjoyment? Put on newly washed attire, and anoint thy head with myrrh, and see this woman and
that, and pass thy vain life vainly.*® For nothing else remaineth for thee but this, neither here nor
after death. But avail thou thyself of all that chanceth; for neither shall any one take account of thee
for these things, nor are the things that are done by men known at al outside the circle of men. And
Hades, whatever that may be, whereunto we are said to depart, has neither wisdom nor understanding.
These are the things which men of vanity speak. But | know assuredly, that neither shall they who
seem the swiftest accomplish that great race; nor shall those who are esteemed mighty and terrible
in the judgment of men, overcome in that terrible battle. Neither, again, is prudence proved by
abundance of bread, nor is understanding wont to consort with riches. Nor do | congratul ate those
who think that all shall find the same things befall them. But certainly those who indulge such
thoughts seem to me to be asleep, and to fail to consider that, caught suddenly like fishes and birds,
they will be consumed with woes, and meet speedily their proper retribution. Also | estimate wisdom
at so high aprice, that | should deem a small and poorly-peopled city, even though besieged also
by a mighty king with his forces, to be indeed great and powerful, if it had but one wise man,
however poor, among its citizens. For such a man would be able to deliver his city both from
enemies and from entrenchments. And other men, it may be, do not recognise that wise man, poor
asheis; but for my part | greatly prefer the power that resides in wisdom, to this might of the mere
multitude of the people. Here, however, wisdom, as it dwells with poverty, is held in dishonour.
But hereafter it shall be heard speaking with more authoritative voice than princes and despotswho
seek after thingsevil. For wisdom isalso stronger than iron; whilethefolly of oneindividual works
danger for many, even though he be an object of contempt to many.'%*

Chapter X.
103 The text gives, kakelvnv d¢ pataiwg, etc.
104 k&v moAois katagpdvntog 1i; o the Cod. Bodleian. and the Cod. Medic. read. But others read moA¢ = an object of great

contempt. For katagpdvntog the Cod. Medic. reads svkatagpdvnrog.
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Moreover, flies faling into myrrh, and suffocated therein, make both the appearance of that
pleasant ointment and the anointing therewith an unseemly thing;'*® and to be mindful of wisdom
and of folly together isin no way proper. The wise man, indeed, is his own leader to right actions;
but the fool inclinesto erring courses, and will never make hisfolly available as aguide to what is
noble. Yea, his thoughts also are vain and full of folly. But if ever a hostile spirit fall upon thee,
my friend, withstand it courageously, knowing that God is able to propitiate’® even a mighty
multitude of offences. These also are the deeds of the prince and father of all wickedness: that the
fool is set on high, while the man richly gifted with wisdom is humbled; and that the slaves of sin
are seen riding on horseback, while men dedicated to God walk on foot in dishonour, the wicked
exulting the while. But if any one devises another’ s hurt, he forgets that he is preparing a snare for
himself first and alone. And he who wrecks another’ s safety, shall fall by the bite of a serpent. But
he who removeth stones, indeed shall undergo no light labour;**” and he who cleaveth wood shall
bear danger with him in his own weapon. And if it chance that the axe spring out of the handle,**®
he who engages in such work shall be put to trouble, gathering for no good® and having to put to
more of hisiniquitous and shortlived strength.'*® The bite of a serpent, again, is stealthy; and the
charmerswill not soothe the pain, for they are vain. But the good man doeth good worksfor himsel f
and for his neighbours alike; while the fool shall sink into destruction through hisfolly. And when
he has once opened his mouth, he begins foolishly and soon comes to an end, exhibiting his
senselessness in all. Moreover, it isimpossible for man to know anything, or to learn from man
either what has been from the beginning, or what shall bein the future. For who shall be the declarer
thereof ? Besides, the man who knows not to go to the good city, sustainsevil in the eyesand in the
whole countenance. And | prophesy woes to that city the king of which is a youth, and its rulers
gluttons. But | call the good land blessed, the king of which is the son of the free: there those who
are entrusted with the power of ruling shall reap what is good in due season. But the sluggard and
the idler become scoffers, and make the house decay; and misusing all things for the purposes of
their own gluttony, like the ready slaves of money,** for a small price they are content to do all
that is base and abject. It is also right to obey kings and rulers or potentates, and not to be bitter
against them, nor to utter any offensive word against them. For thereis ever the risk that what has
been spoken in secret may somehow become public. For swift and winged messengers convey all

105 The text gives xpiowv, for which Cod. Medic. reads, xpfiotv, use.
106 iAdoaocOat.

107 Reading &AM priv for GAAG uA.

108 oteheov, for which others read oteAéyoug.

109 oUK T ayab® ovykouifwv.

110 £nav€wv adToC TV £avtol Edikov kal kOuopov SUvauLy.

11 Gpyvpie dywypot.
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things to Him who alone is King both rich and mighty, discharging therein a service which is at
once spiritual and reasonable.

Chapter XI.

Moreover, it isarighteous thing to give (to the needy) of thy bread, and of those things which
are necessary for the support of man’s life. For though thou seemest forthwith to waste it upon
some persons, asif thou didst cast thy bread upon the water, yet in the progress of timethy kindness
shall be seen to be not unprofitable for thee. Also give liberally, and give a portion of thy means
to many; for thou knowest not what the coming day doeth. The clouds, again, do not keep back
their plenteous rains, but discharge their showers upon the earth. Nor does a tree stand for ever;
but even though men may spareit, it shall be overturned by the wind at any rate. But many desire
also to know beforehand what is to come from the heavens; and there have been those who,
scrutinizing the clouds and waiting for the wind, have had nought to do with reaping and winnowing,
putting their trust in vanity, and being all incapable of knowing aught of what may come from God
in the future; just as men cannot tell what the woman with child shall bring forth. But sow thou in
season, and thus reap thy fruits whenever the time for that comes on. For it is not manifest what
shall be better than those among all natural things.**> Would, indeed, that all things turned out well!
Truly, when aman considers with himself that the sun is good, and that this life is sweet, and that
itisapleasant thing to have many yearswherein one can delight himself continually, and that death

N isaterror and an endless evil, and athing that brings usto nought, he thinks that he ought to enjoy

17 himself inall the present and apparent pleasures of life. And he givesthis counsel aso to the young,

that they should use to the uttermost**® the season of their youth, by giving up their minds to al

manner of pleasure, and indulge their passions, and do al that seemeth good in their own eyes, and

look upon that which delighteth, and avert themselves from that which is not so. But to such aman

| shall say this much: Senseless art thou, my friend, in that thou dost not ook for the judgment that

shall come from God upon all these things. And profligacy and licentiousness are evil, and the

filthy wantonness of our bodies carries death in it. For folly attends on youth, and folly leads to
destruction.

Chapter XII.

112 omoia abt®v £otat dueivw TV Quévtwy, perhaps = "which" of those natural productions shall be the better.

113 kataypfodoat.
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Moreover, it isright that thou shouldest fear God while thou art yet young, before thou givest
thyself over to evil things, and before the great and terrible day of God cometh, when the sun shall
no longer shine, neither the moon, nor the rest of the stars, but when in that storm and commotion
of al things, the powers above shall be moved, that is, the angels who guard the world; so that the
mighty men shall fail, and the women shall cease their labours, and shall flee into the dark places
of their dwellings, and shall have all the doors shut. And awoman shall be restrained from grinding
by fear, and shall speak with the weakest voice, likethetiniest bird; and all the impure women shall
sink into the earth; and cities and their blood-stained governments shall wait for the vengeance that
comes from above, while the most bitter and bloody of al times hangs over them like ablossoming
almond, and continuous punishmentsimpend like amultitude of flying locusts, and the transgressors
are cast out of theway like ablack and despicable caper-plant. And the good man shall depart with
rgioicing to his own everlasting habitation; but the vile shall fill all their places with wailing, and
neither silver laid up in store, nor proved gold, shall be of use any more. For amighty stroke'* shall
fall upon all things, even to the pitcher that standeth by the well, and the wheel of the vessel which
may chance to have been left in the hollow, when the course of time comes to its end™ and the
ablution-bearing period of alifethat islike water has passed away.™* And for men who lie on earth
there is but one salvation, that their souls acknowledge and wing their way to Him by whom they
have been made. | say, then, again what | have said already, that man’s estate is altogether vain,
and that nothing can exceed the utter vanity which attaches to the objects of man’ sinventions. And
superfluousis my labour in preaching discreetly, inasmuch as | am attempting to instruct a people
here, so indisposed to receive either teaching or healing. And truly the noble man is needed for the
understanding of the words of wisdom. Moreover, |, though already aged, and having passed along
life, laboured to find out those things which are well-pleasing to God, by means of the mysteries
of the truth. And | know that the mind is no less quickened and stimulated by the precepts of the
wise, than the body is wont to be when the goad is applied, or anail isfastened init.**” And some
will render again those wise lessons which they have received from one good pastor and teacher,
asif al with one mouth and in mutual concord set forth in larger detail the truths committed to
them. But in many words there is no profit. Neither do | counsel thee, my friend, to write down
vain things about what isfitting,*'® from which there in nothing to be gained but weary labour. But,

114 kab£€e1 TAnyr|. Ecolampadius renders it, magnus enim fons, evidently reading nnys.

115 Thetextis, é&v td kotAdpatt tavoapévng xpdvov te tepidpopfig, for which we may read, év @ KOIAOUATL, TAVOAUEVTG
xpévwv te teprdpourig. Others apparently propose for tavoaueviig, de€apeviic = at the hollow of the cistern.

116 Thetext is, kai tfjg 81’ vdatog {wiig Tapodevoavtog Tod Aovtpodpov aidvog. Billius understands the age to be called
Aoutpogdpov, because, aslong asweareinlife, it ispossibleto obtain remission for any sin, or asreferring to therite of baptism.

17 nAw Eunepovn@évra. The Septuagint reads, Adyot co@®dv wc t& folkevtpa kai MG HAot te@utevuévor, like nails planted,
etc. Others read nenvpwyévot, igniti. The Vulg. has, quasi clavi in altum defixi.

118 nepl T mpoofikov, for which some read, mapda to mposfikov, beyond or contrary to what isfitting.
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in fine, 1 shall require to use some such conclusion as this. O men, behold, | charge you now
expressly and shortly, that ye fear God, who is a once the Lord and the Overseer'® of al, and that
ye keep a so Hiscommandments; and that ye believethat all shall be judged severally inthefuture,
and that every man shall receivethejust recompense for his deeds, whether they be good or whether
they be evil .

R Canonical Epistle.12

18

Canon 1.

THE meats are no burden to us, most holy father,’? if the captives ate things which their
conquerors set before them, especially since there is one report from all, viz., that the barbarians
who have made inroads into our parts have not sacrificed to idols. For the apostle says, “Meats for
the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them.”*2* But the Saviour also,
who cleanseth all meats, says, “Not that which goeth into a man defileth the man, but that which
cometh out.”*** And this meetsthe case of the captive women defiled by the barbarians, who outraged
their bodies. But if the previous life of any such person convicted him of going, as it is written,

119 £némrng.

120 [Theincomparable beauty of our English version of thistwelfth chapter of Koheleth is heightened not alittle by comparison
with this turgid metaphrase. It fails, in amost every instance, to extract the kernel of the successive otiyot of this superlatively
poetic and didactic threnode. It must have been a youthful work.]

121 Of the holy Gregory, archbishop of Neo-Cassareia, surnamed Thaumaturgus, concerning those who, in the inroad of the
barbarians, ate things sacrificed to idols, or offended in certain other matters. Gallandi, iii. p. 400. [Written a.p. 258 or 262.]
There are scholiain Latin by Theodorus Balsamon and Joannes Zonaras on these canons. The note of the former on the last
canon may be cited:—The present saint has defined shortly five several positionsfor the penitent; but he has not indicated either
the times appointed for their exercise, or the sinsfor which discipline is determined. Basil the Great, again, has handed down to
us an accurate account of these thingsin his canonical epistles. [Elucidation 11.] Yet he, too, has referred to episcopal decision
the matter of recovery through penalties|[i.e., to the decision of his comprovincia bishops, asin Cyprian’s example. Seeval. v.
p. 415, Elucidation X111.; also Elucidation I. p. 20, infra.

122 [Elucidation I11. p. 20.]
123 1 Cor. vi. 13.
124 Matt. xv. 11.
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after the eyes of fornicators, the habit of fornication evidently becomes an object of suspicion also
inthetime of captivity. And one ought not readily to have communion with such womenin prayers.
If any one, however, has lived in the utmost chastity, and has shown in time past a manner of life
pure and freefrom all suspicion, and now fallsinto wantonness through force of necessity, we have
an example for our guidance,—namely, the instance of the damsel in Deuteronomy, whom a man
findsinthefield, and forces her and lieswith her. “Unto the damsal,” he says, “ye shall do nothing;
thereisin the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbour, and
slayeth him, even so isthis matter: the damsel cried, and there was none to help her.” %

Canon I1.

Covetousnessisagreat evil; and it is not possible in asingle letter to set forth those scriptures
in which not robbery aloneis declared to be a thing horrible and to be abhorred, but in general the
grasping mind, and the disposition to meddle with what belongs to others, in order to satisfy the
sordid love of gain. And all persons of that spirit are excommunicated from the Church of God.
But that at the time of the irruption, in the midst of such woful sorrows and bitter lamentations,
some should have been audacious enough to consider the crisis which brought destruction to all
the very period for their own private aggrandizement, that is a thing which can be averred only of
men who are impious and hated of God, and of unsurpassable iniquity. Wherefore it seemed good
to excommunicate such persons, lest the wrath (of God) should come upon the whole people, and
upon thosefirst of all who are set over them in office, and yet fail to make inquiry. For | am afraid,
as the Scripture says, lest the impious work the destruction of the righteous along with his own.*®
“For fornication,” it says,* “and covetousness are things on account of which the wrath of God
cometh upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with them. For ye were
sometimes darkness, but now are yelight in the Lord: walk as children of light (for the fruit of the
light*®isin all goodness, and righteousness, and truth), proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them; for itisa
shame even to speak of those thingswhich are done of them in secret. But all thingsthat are reproved
are made manifest by the light.” In this wise speaks the apostle. But if certain parties who pay the
proper penalty for that former covetousness of theirs, which exhibited itself in the time of peace,
now turn aside again to the indulgence of covetousness in the very time of trouble (i.e., in the
troubles of the inroads by the barbarians), and make gain out of the blood and ruin of men who

125 Deut. xxii. 26, 27.

126 Gen. xviii. 23, 25.

127 Eph. v. 5-13.

128 100 Qwtdg for the received nveduatog.
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have been utterly despoiled, or taken captive, (or) put to death, what €l se ought to be expected, than
that those who struggle so hotly for covetousness should heap up wrath both for themselves and
for the whole people?

AN Canon I11.

19

Behold, did not Achar'® the son of Zaratransgressin the accursed thing, and trouble then lighted
on all the congregation of Israel? And this one man was alone in his sin; but he was not aonein
the death that came by his sin. And by us, too, everything of a gainful kind at this time, which is
ours not in our own rightful possession, but as property strictly belonging to others, ought to be
reckoned a thing devoted. For that Achar indeed took of the spoil; and those men of the present
time take also of the spoil. But he took what belonged to enemies; while these now take what
belongs to brethren, and aggrandize themselves with fatal gains.

Canon V.

Let no one deceive himself, nor put forward the pretext of having found such property. For it
isnot lawful, even for aman who hasfound anything, to aggrandize himself by it. For Deuteronomy
says. “Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ox or his sheep go astray in the way, and pay no heed to
them; but thou shalt in any wise bring them again unto thy brother. And if thy brother come not
nigh thee, or if thou know him not, then thou shalt bring them together, and they shall be with thee
until thy brother seek after them, and thou shalt restore them to him again. And in like manner shalt
thou do with his ass, and so shalt thou do with his raiment, and so shalt thou do with all lost things
of thy brother’s, which he hath lost, and thou mayest find.” ** Thus much in Deuteronomy. And in
the book of Exodusit is said, with reference not only to the case of finding what is afriend’s, but
also of finding what isan enemy’s: “ Thou shalt surely bring them back to the house of their master
again.”* And if it is not lawful to aggrandize oneself at the expense of another, whether he be
brother or enemy, eveninthetime of peace, when heisliving at his ease and delicately, and without
concern as to his property, how much more must it be the case when one is met by adversity, and
isfleeing from his enemies, and has had to abandon his possessions by force of circumstances!

129 Josh. vii.
130 Deut. xxii. 1-3.
131 Ex. xxiii. 4.
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Canon V.

But others deceive themselves by fancying that they can retain the property of others which
they may have found as an equivalent for their own property which they have lost. In this way
verily, just asthe Boradi and Goths brought the havoc of war on them, they make themselves Boradi
and Goths to others. Accordingly we have sent to you our brother and comrade in old age,
Euphrosynus, with this view, that he may deal with you in accordance with our model here, and
teach you against whom you ought to admit accusations,*** and whom you ought to exclude from
your prayers.

Canon V| .18

Moreover, it has been reported to us that a thing has happened in your country which is surely
incredible, and which, if done at all, is altogether the work of unbelievers, and impious men, and
men who know not the very name of the Lord; to wit, that some have goneto such a pitch of cruelty
and inhumanity, asto be detaining by force certain captives who have made their escape. Dispatch
ye commissioners into the country, lest the thunderbolts of heaven fall al too surely upon those
who perpetrate such deeds.

Canon V1| .#

Now, as regards those who have been enrolled among the barbarians, and have accompanied
them in their irruption in a state of captivity, and who, forgetting that they were from Pontus, and
Christians, have become such thorough barbarians, as even to put those of their own race to death
by the gibbet’*® or strangulation, and to show their roads or housesto the barbarians, who elsewould
have been ignorant of them, it is necessary for you to debar such persons even from being auditors
in the public congregations,** until some common decision about them is come to by the saints
assembled in council, and by the Holy Spirit antecedently to them.

132 &V 8el &g katnyoplag mposiecBan.
133 Concerning those who forcibly detain captives escaped from the barbarians.
134 Concerning those who have been enrolled among the barbarians, and who have dared to do certain monstrous things

against those of the same race with themselves.
135 EuAw.

136 AKPOATEWS.
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Canon V111.%%

Now those who have been so audacious as to invade the houses of others, if they have once
been put on their trial and convicted, ought not to be deemed fit even to be hearers in the public
congregation. But if they have declared themselves and made restitution, they should be placed in
the rank of the repentant.**

Canon [ X .1

Now, those who have found in the open field or in their own houses anything left behind them
by the barbarians, if they have once been put on their trial and convicted, ought to fall under the
same class of the repentant. But if they have declared themselves and made restitution, they ought

N\ to be deemed fit for the privilege of prayer.’*

20

Canon X.

And they who keep the commandment ought to keep it without any sordid covetousness,
demanding neither recompense,** nor reward,** nor fee,** nor anything else that bears the name

of acknowledgment.

Canon X| .14

137 Concerning those who have been so audacious as to invade the houses of othersin theinroad of the barbarians.

138 TGOV UTOOTPEPSVTWV.

139 Concerning those who have found in the open field or in private houses property left behind them by the barbarians.
140 [Partialy elucidated below in (the spurious) Canon X1. See Marshall’s Penitential Discipline of the Primitive Church.]
141 unvutpa, the price of information.

142 o®atpa, the reward for bringing back arunaway slave.

143 ebpetpa, the reward of discovery.

144 [This canon isrejected as spurious. Lardner, Credib., ii. p. 633.]
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Weeping'* takes place without the gate of the oratory; and the offender standing there ought
to implore the faithful asthey enter to offer up prayer on hisbehalf. Waiting on the word,** again,
takes place within the gate in the porch,” where the offender ought to stand until the catechumens

depart, and thereafter he should go forth. For let him hear the Scriptures and doctrine, it is said,
and then be put forth, and reckoned unfit for the privilege of prayer. Submission,*® again, is that

one stand within the gate of the temple, and go forth along with the catechumens. Restoration'® is

that one be associated with the faithful, and go not forth with the catechumens; and last of all comes
the participation in the holy ordinances.™*

Elucidations.

l.
(Thetitle, p. 18.)

THis is agenuine epistle, al but the eleventh canon. It is addressed to an anonymous bishop;
one of his suffragans, some think. | suppose, rather, he consults, as Cyprian did, the bishop of the
nearest Apostolic See, and awaits his concurrence. It refersto the ravages of the Goths in the days
of Gallienus (a.0. 259-267), and provesthe care of the Church to maintain discipline, evenintimes
most unfavourable to order and piety. The last canon is an explanatory addition made to elucidate
the four degrees or classes of penitents. It isavery interesting document in this respect, and sheds
light on the famous canonical epistles of St. Basil.

(Basil the Great, p. 18, note.)

145 npdokAavoig, discipline.
146 axpdaoiG.

147 £V TQ) VapOnKL.

148 UNONTWOIG.

149 oUOTAGIG.

150 aylaopUdTWY.
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The “Canonical Epistles’ of St. Basil are not private letters, but canons of the churches with
which he was nearest related. When there was no art of printing, the chief bishops were obliged to
communicate with suffragans, and with their brethren in the Apostolic See nearest to them. See
them expounded at large in Dupin, Ecclesiastical Writers of the Fourth Century, Works, vol. i.,
London, 1693 (translated), p. 139, etc.

[1.
(Most holy father, p. 18.)

This expression leads me to think that this epistle is addressed to the Bishop of Antioch or of
some other Apostolic See. It must not be taken as a prescribed formula, however, as when we say
“Most Reverend” in our days; e.g., addressing the Archbishop of Canterbury. Rather, it is an
expression of personal reverence. Asyet, titular distinctions, such as these, were not known. In the
West existing usages seem to have been introduced with the Carlovingian system of dignities,
expounded by Gibbon.

E The Oration and Panegyric Addressed to Origen.1st

Argument |.—For Eight Y ears Gregory Has Given Up the Practice of Oratory, Being Busied with
the Study Chiefly of Roman Law and the Latin Language.

AN excellent™ thing has silence proved itself in many another person on many an occasion,
and at present it befits myself, too, most especially, who with or without purpose may keep the
door of my lips, and feel constrained to be silent. For | am unpractised and unskilled™® in those
beautiful and elegant addresses which are spoken or composed in aregular and unbroken™* train,
in select and well-chosen phrases and words; and it may be that | am less apt by nature to cultivate
successfully thisgraceful and truly Grecian art. Besides, it isnow eight yearssince | chanced myself
to utter or compose any speech, whether long or short; neither in that period have | heard any other

151 Delivered by Gregory Thaumaturgus in the Palestinian Caesareia, when about to leave for his own country, after many
years' instruction under that teacher. [Circa a.p. 238.] Gallandi, Opera, p. 413.

152 kaAdv, for which Hoeschelius has dyaBdv.
153 dnerpog, for which Hoeschelius has dvdokntog.
154 axwAUtw, for which Bengel suggests dkoAovbw.
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compose or utter anything in private, or deliver in public any laudatory or controversia orations,
with the exception of those admirable men who have embraced the noble study of philosophy, and
who care less for beauty of language and elegance of expression. For, attaching only a secondary
importanceto thewords, they aim, with all exactness, at investigating and making known the things
themselves, precisely asthey are severally constituted. Not indeed, in my opinion, that they do not
desire, but rather that they do greatly desire, to clothe the noble and accurate results of their thinking
in noble and comely™* language. Yet it may be that they are not able so lightly to put forth this
sacred and godlike power (faculty) in the exercise of its own proper conceptions, and at the same
time to practise amode of discourse eloguent in its terms, and thus to comprehend in one and the
same mind—and that, too, this little mind of man—two accomplishments, which are the gifts of
two distinct persons, and which are, in truth, most contrary to each other. For silence isindeed the
friend and helpmeet of thought and invention. But if one aims at readiness of speech and beauty
of discourse, he will get at them by no other discipline than the study of words, and their constant
practice. Moreover, another branch of learning occupies my mind completely, and the mouth binds
the tongue if | should desire to make any speech, however brief, with the voice of the Greeks; |
refer to those admirable laws of our sages® by which the affairs of al the subjects of the Roman
Empire are now directed, and which are neither composed™ nor learnt without difficulty. And
these are wise and exact™® in themselves, and manifold and admirable, and, in a word, most
thoroughly Grecian; and they are expressed and committed to us in the Roman tongue, whichisa
wonderful and magnificent sort of language, and one very aptly conformable to royal authority,**®
but still difficult to me. Nor could it be otherwise with me, even though | might say that it was my
desirethat it should be.*® And as our words are nothing el se than akind of imagery of the dispositions
of our mind, we should allow those who have the gift of speech, like some good artists alike skilled
to the utmost in their art and liberally furnished in the matter of colours, to possess the liberty of
painting their word-pictures, not simply of a uniform complexion, but also of various descriptions
and of richest beauty in the abundant mixture of flowers, without let or hindrance.

155 eve1dei, for which Ger. Vossius gives aevdel.

156 [See my introductory note, supra. He refers to Caius, Papinian, Ulpian; all, probably, of Syrian origin, and using the
Greek astheir vernacular.]

157 ovykeipevot, which is rendered by some conduntur, by others confectaesunt, and by others still componantur,
harmonized,—the reference then being to the difficulty experienced in learning the laws, in the way of harmonizing those which

apparently oppose each other.

158 axp1Peig, for which Ger. Vossius gives eboepeig, pious.
159 [A noteworthy estimate of Latin by a Greek.]
160 el kai PovAntdv, etc., for which Hoeschelius gives otte fovAntév, etc. The Latin version gives, non enim aliter sentire

aut posse aut velle me unquam dixerim.
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.L Argument |1.—He Essaysto Speak of the Well-Nigh Divine Endowments of Origenin His Presence,
22 into Whose Hands He Avows Himself to Have Been Led in aWay Beyond All His Expectation.

But we, like any of the poor, unfurnished with these varied specifics'®—whether as never
having been possessed of them, or, it may be, as having lost them—are under the necessity of using,
as it were, only charcoal and tiles, that is to say, those rude and common words and phrases; and
by means of these, to the best of our ability, we represent the native dispositions of our mind,
expressing them in such language asis at our service, and endeavouring to exhibit the impressions
of thefigures'® of our mind, if not clearly or ornately, yet at least with the faithfulness of acharcoal
picture, welcoming gladly any graceful and eloquent expression which may present itself from any
guarter, although we make little of such.'®® But, furthermore,*® thereis athird circumstance which
hinders and dissuades me from this attempt, and which holds me back much more even than the
others, and recommends me to keep silence by al means,—I allude to the subject itself, which
made me indeed ambitious to speak of it, but which now makes me draw back and delay. For itis
my purpose to speak of one who has indeed the semblance and repute of being a man, but who
seems, to those who are able to contempl ate the greatness of hisintellectual calibre,** to be endowed
with powers nobler and well-nigh divine.**® And it is not his birth or bodily training that | am about
to praise, and that makes me now delay and procrastinate with an excess of caution. Nor, again, is
it his strength or beauty; for these form the eulogies of youths, of which it matters little whether
the utterance be worthy or not.**” For, to make an oration on matters of a temporary and fugitive
nature, which perish in many various ways and quickly, and to discourse of these with al the
grandeur and dignity of great affairs, and with such timorous delays, would seem avain and futile
procedure.’®® And certainly, if it had been proposed to meto speak of any of those things which are
useless and unsubstantial, and such as | should never voluntarily have thought of speaking of,—if,
| say, it had been proposed to me to speak of anything of that character, my speech would have had
none of this caution or fear, lest in any statement | might seem to come beneath the merit of the
subject. But now, my subject dealing with that which is most godlike in the man, and that in him

161 PAPUAKWYV.

162 XAPAKTipag TV THg YPuxfic TOTWV.

163 domacduevor Ndéwg, €nel kai nepippoviicavteg. The passageis considered by some to be mutilated.

164 Thetext is, &AL ydp €k Tpitwv abBic dFAAw kwAUeL,, etc. For &AAw¢ Hoeschelius gives &AAa 81, Bengel follows him,

and renders it, sed rursum, tertio loco, aliud est quod prohibet. Delarue proposes, AN ydp &v tpitov adbic FAAWG KWAEL.
165 70 8¢ oA Tii¢ £€ewg.
166 Thisistherendering according to the Latin version. Thetext is, dneokevacpévou }dn peilovi TAPACKEL]] LETAVATTAGEWS
fi¢ mpdg 6 Belov. Vossius reads, pet’ GvaoTdoews.
167 oV frtwv @povtic kat d&iav te kai ur), Aeyouévwv.

168 The text is, un ai Ypuypdv fj mépmepov 1}, where, according to Bengel, urj has the force of ut non dicam.
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which has most affinity with God, that which is indeed confined within the limits of this visible
and mortal form, but which strains nevertheless most ardently after the likeness of God; and my
object being to make mention of this, and to put my hand to weightier matters, and therein also to
express my thanksgivings to the Godhead, in that it has been granted to me to meet with such a
man beyond the expectation of men,—the expectation, verily, not only of others, but also of my
own heart, for | neither set such a privilege before me at any time, nor hoped for it; it being, | say,
my object, insignificant and altogether without understanding as | am, to put my hand to such
subjects, it is not without reason’® that | shrink from the task, and hesitate, and desire to keep
silence. And, intruth, to keep silence seems to me to be a so the safe course, lest, with the show of
an expression of thanksgiving, | may chance, in my rashness, to discourse of noble and sacred
subjectsin termsignoble and paltry and utterly trite, and thus not only miss attaining the truth, but
even, so far as it depends on me, do it some injury with those who may believe that it stands in
such a category, when a discourse which is weak is composed thereon, and is rather calculated to
excite ridicule than to prove itself commensurate in its vigour with the dignity of its themes. But
al that pertains to thee is beyond the touch of injury and ridicule, O dear soul; or, much rather let
me say, that the divine herein remains ever asit is, unmoved and harmed in nothing by our paltry
and unworthy words. Y et | know not how we shall escape the imputation of boldness and rashness
in thus attempting in our folly, and with little either of intelligence or of preparation, to handle
matters which are weighty, and probably beyond our capacity. And if, indeed, elsewhere and with
others, we had aspired to make such youthful endeavours in matters like these, we would surely
have been bold and daring; nevertheless in such a case our rashness might not have been ascribed
to shamelessness, in so far as we should not have been making the bold effort with thee. But now
we shall be filling out the whole measure of senselessness, or rather indeed we have aready filled
it out, in venturing with unwashed feet (asthe saying goes) to introduce ourselvesto earsinto which
the Divine Word Himself—not indeed with covered feet, as is the case with the general mass of
men, and, as it were, under the thick coverings of enigmatical and obscure™ sayings, but with
unsandalled feet (if one may so speak)—has made Hisway clearly and perspicuously, and in which
He now sojourns; while we, who have but refuse and mud to offer in these human words of ours,
have been bold enough to pour them into ears which are practised in hearing only words that are
divine and pure. It might indeed suffice us, therefore, to have transgressed thus far; and now, at
least, it might be but right to restrain ourselves, and to advance no further with our discourse. And
verily | would stop here most gladly. Nevertheless, as | have once made the rash venture, it may
be allowed me first of al to explain the reason under the force of which | have been led into this
arduous enterprise, if indeed any pardon can be extended to me for my forwardness in this matter.

169 But the text reads, o0k eOASywg.

170 doap@v. But Ger. Voss has dogaldv, safe.
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Argument |1l.—Heis Stimulated to Speak of Him by the Longing of a Grateful Mind. To the Utmost
of His Ability He Thinks He Ought to Thank Him. From God are the Beginnings of All
Blessings; And to Him Adequate Thanks Cannot Be Returned.

Ingratitude appearsto meto be adire evil; adire evil indeed, yea, the direst of evils. For when
one hasreceived some benefit, hisfailing to attempt to make any return by at least the oral expression
of thanks, where aught elseis beyond his power, marks him out either asan utterly irrational person,
or as one devoid of the sense of obligations conferred, or as a man without any memory. And,
again, though one is possessed naturally and at once by the sense and the knowledge of benefits
received, yet, unless he also carries the memory of these obligationsto future days, and offers some
evidence of gratitude to the author of the boons, such apersonisadull, and ungrateful, and impious
fellow; and he commits an offence which can be excused neither in the case of the great nor in that
of the small:—if we suppose the case of a great and high-minded man not bearing constantly on
his lips his great benefits with al gratitude and honour, or that of a small and contemptible man
not praising and lauding with al his might one who has been his benefactor, not ssmply in great
services, but also in smaller. Upon the great, therefore, and those who excel in powers of mind, it
is incumbent, as out of their greater abundance and larger wealth, to render greater and worthier
praise, according to their capacity, to their benefactors. But the humble also, and those in narrow
circumstances, it beseems neither to neglect those who do them service, nor to take their services
carelessly, nor to flag in heart asif they could offer nothing worthy or perfect; but as poor indeed,
and yet as of good feeling, and as measuring not the capacity of him whom they honour, but only
their own, they ought to pay him honour according to the present measure of their power,—atribute
which will probably be grateful and pleasant to him who is honoured, and in no |ess consideration
with him than it would have been had it been some great and splendid offering, if it isonly presented
with decided earnestness, and with a sincere mind. Thusisit laid down in the sacred writings,*"
that a certain poor and lowly woman, who was with the rich and powerful that were contributing
largely and richly out of their wealth, alone and by herself cast in a small, yea, the very smallest
offering, which was, however, al the while her whole substance, and received the testimony of
having presented the largest oblation. For, as | judge, the sacred word has not set up the large
outward quantity of the substance given, but rather the mind and disposition of the giver, as the
standard by which the worth and the magnificence of the offering are to be measured. Wherefore
it is not meet even for us by any means to shrink from this duty, through the fear that our
thanksgivings be not adequate to our obligations; but, on the contrary, we ought to venture and
attempt everything, so asto offer thanksgivings, if not adequate, at least such aswe haveit in our
power to exhibit, asin due return. And would that our discourse, even though it comes short of the
perfect measure, might at least reach the mark in some degree, and be saved from all appearance

171 Reading 6tw, with Hosschelius, Bengel, and the Paris editor, while VVoss. reads ortt.

172 Luke xxi. 2.
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of ingratitude! For a persistent silence, maintained under the plausible cover of an inability to say
anything worthy of the subject, is a vain and evil thing; but it is the mark of a good disposition
aways to make the attempt at a suitable return, even although the power of the person who offers
the grateful acknowledgment be inferior to the desert of the subject. For my part, even although |
am unable to speak as the matter merits, | shall not keep silence; but when | have done al that |
possibly can, then | may congratulate myself. Bethis, then, the method of my eucharistic discourse.
To God, indeed, the God of the universe, | shall not think of speaking in such terms: yet isit from
Him that all the beginnings of our blessings come; and with Him consequently isit that the beginning
of our thanksgivings, or praises, or laudations, ought to be made. But, in truth, not even though I
were to devote myself wholly to that duty, and that, too, not as | now am—to wit, profane and
impure, and mixed up with and stained by every unhallowed® and polluting evil—but sincere and
as pure as pure may be, and most genuine, and most unsophisticated, and uncontaminated by
anything vile;,—not even, | say, though | were thus to devote myself wholly, and with all the purity
of the newly born, to this task, should | produce of myself any suitable gift in the way of honour
and acknowledgment to the Ruler and Originator of al things, whom neither men separately and
individually, nor yet all men in concert, acting with one spirit and one concordant impulse, as
though all that is pure were made to meet in one, and all that is diverse from that were turned also
to that service, could ever celebrate in a manner worthy of Him. For, in whatsoever measure any
man isableto form right and adequate conceptions of Hisworks, and (if such athing were possible)
to speak worthily regarding Him, then, so far as that very capacity is concerned,—a capacity with
which he has not been gifted by any other one, but which he hasreceived from Him alone, he cannot
possibly find any greater matter of thanksgiving than what isimplied in its possession.

Argument IV.—The Son Alone Knows How to Praise the Father Worthily. In Christ and by Christ
Our Thanksgivings Ought to Be Rendered to the Father. Gregory Also Gives Thanks to His
Guardian Angel, Because He Was Conducted by Him to Origen.

But let us commit the praises and hymnsin honour of the King and Superintendent of all things,
the perennial Fount of al blessings, to the hand of Him who, in this matter asin all others, isthe
Healer of our infirmity, and who aloneis able to supply that which islacking; to the Champion and
Saviour of our souls, Hisfirst-born Word, the Maker and Ruler of al things, with whom also alone
it is possible, both for Himself and for all, whether privately and individually, or publicly and
collectively, to send up to the Father uninterrupted and ceasel ess thanksgivings. For asHeis Himself
the Truth, and the Wisdom, and the Power of the Father of the universe, and Heisbesidesin Him,

173 navayel, which in the lexicons is given as bearing only the good sense, all-hallowed, but which here evidently istaken

in the opposite.
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and is truly and entirely made one with Him, it cannot be that, either through forgetfulness or
unwisdom, or any manner of infirmity, such as marks one dissociated from Him, He shall either
fail in the power to praise Him, or, while having the power, shall willingly neglect (a supposition
which it is not lawful, surely, to indulge) to praise the Father. For He alone is able most perfectly
to fulfil the whole meed of honour which is proper to Him, inasmuch as the Father of al things has
made Him one with Himself, and through Him all but completes the circle of His own being
objectively,’™ and honours Him with a power in all respects equal to His own, even asalso He is
honoured; which position He first and alone of al creatures that exist has had assigned Him, this
Only-begotten of the Father, who isin Him, and who is God the Word; while al others of us are
ableto express our thanksgiving and our piety only if, inreturn for al the blessings which proceed
to usfrom the Father, we bring our offeringsin simple dependence on Him aone, and thus present
the meet oblation of thanksgiving to Him who is the Author of all things, acknowledging al so that
the only way of piety is in this manner to offer our memorials through Him. Wherefore, in
acknowledgment of that ceaseless providence which watches over all of us, alike in the greatest
and in the smallest concerns, and which has been sustained even thusfar, let thisWord'™ be accepted
as the worthy and perpetual expression for all thanksgivings and praises,—I mean the altogether
perfect and living and verily animate Word of the First Mind Himself. But let thisword of ours be
taken primarily as an eucharistic address in honour of this sacred personage, who stands alone
among all men;*® and if | may seek to discourse'”” of aught beyond this, and, in particular, of any
of those beings who are not seen, but yet are more godlike, and who have a special care for men,
it shall be addressed to that being who, by some momentous decision, had me allotted to him from
my boyhood to rule, and rear, and train,—I mean that holy angel of God who fed me from my
youth,*® as says the saint dear to God, meaning thereby his own peculiar one. Though he, indeed,
as being himself illustrious, did in these terms designate some angel exalted enough to befit his
own dignity (and whether it was some other one, or whether it was perchance the Angel of the
Mighty Counsel Himself, the Common Saviour of all, that he received as hisown peculiar guardian
through his perfection, | do not clearly know),—he, | say, did recognise and praise some superior
angel as his own, whosoever that was. But we, in addition to the homage we offer to the Common
Ruler of all men, acknowledge and praise that being, whosoever heis, who has been the wonderful
guide of our childhood, who in al other matters has been in time past my beneficent tutor and

174 gkmeprv in the text, for which Bengel gives éxmepricoov, aword used frequently by this author. In Dorner it is explained

as = going out of Himself in order to embrace and encompass Himself. See the Doctrine of the Person of Christ, A. 11. p. 173

(Clark).
175 Abyog.
176 [The unformed theological mind of ayouth is here betrayed.]
177 The text gives peAnyopetv, for which others read ueyaAnyopeiv.
178 Gen. xlviii. 15. [Jacob refers to the Jehovah-Angel .]
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guardian. For this office of tutor and guardian is one which evidently can suit'” neither me nor any

N of my friends and kindred; for we are all blind, and see nothing of what is before us, so as to be

able to judge of what is right and fitting; but it can suit only him who sees beforehand all that is

for the good of our soul: that angel, | say, who still at this present time sustains, and instructs, and

conducts me; and who, in addition to all these other benefits, has brought me into connection with

this man, which, in truth, is the most important of all the services done me. And this, too, he has

effected for me, although between myself and that man of whom | discourse there was no kinship

of race or blood, nor any other tie, nor any relationship in neighbourhood or country whatsoever;

things which are made the ground of friendship and union among the majority of men. But to speak

in brief, in the exercise of atruly divine and wise forethought he brought us together, who were

unknown to each other, and strangers, and foreigners, separated as thoroughly from each other as

intervening nations, and mountains, and rivers can divide man from man, and thus he made good

this meeting which has been full of profit to me, having, as | judge, provided beforehand this

blessing for me from above from my very birth and earliest upbringing. And in what manner this

has been realized it would take long to recount fully, not merely if | wereto enter minutely into the

whole subject, and were to attempt to omit nothing, but even if, passing many things by, | should
purpose simply to mention in asummary way afew of the most important points.

Argument V.—Here Gregory Interweaves the Narrative of His Former Life. His Birth of Heathen
Parents is Stated. In the Fourteenth Y ear of His Age He Loses His Father. He is Dedicated to
the Study of Eloguence and Law. By a Wonderful Leading of Providence, He is Brought to
Origen.

For my earliest upbringing from the time of my birth onwardswas under the hand of my parents;
and the manner of life in my father’s house was one of error,**° and of a kind from which no one,
| imagine, expected that we should be delivered; nor had | myself the hope, boy as | was, and
without understanding, and under a superstitious father.*®* Then followed the loss of my father, and
my orphanhood, which'® perchance was aso the beginning of the knowledge of the truth to me.
For then it was that | was brought over first to the word of salvation and truth, in what manner |
cannot tell, by constraint rather than by voluntary choice. For what power of decision had | then,
who was but fourteen years of age? Y et from this very time this sacred Word began somehow to
visit me, just at the period when the reason common to all men attained itsfull function in me; yea,

179 The text gives époi, €tc.,...cuugepov ervar katagaivetal. Bengel’sidea of the senseis followed in the translation.
180 Ta dtpla €0 Ta temAavnuéva.

181 [The force of the original is not opprobrious.]

182 Reading 1j 81}. Others give A} 1; others, 1idn; and the conjecture f ifin, “or my youth,” is also made.
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then for the first time did it visit me. And though | thought but little of thisin that olden time, yet
now at least, as| ponder it, | consider that no small token of the holy and marvellous providence
exercised over meisdiscernible in this concurrence, which was so distinctly marked in the matter
of my years, and which provided that all those deeds of error which preceded that age might be
ascribed to youth and want of understanding, and that the Holy Word might not beimparted vainly
to asoul yet ungifted with the full power of reason; and which secured at the same time that when
the soul now became endowed with that power, though not gifted with the divine and pure reason,#®
it might not be devoid at least of that fear which is accordant with this reason, but that the human
and the divine reason™ might begin to act in me at once and together,—the one giving help with
a power to me at least inexplicable,*® though proper to itself, and the other receiving help. And
when | reflect on this, | am filled at once with gladness and with terror, while | rgoice indeed in
the leading of providence, and yet am also awed by the fear lest, after being privileged with such
blessings, | should still in any way fail of the end. But indeed | know not how my discourse has
dwelt so long on this matter, desirous as | am to give an account of the wonderful arrangement (of
God’ sprovidence) in the course that brought meto this man, and anxious as nevertheless | formerly
was to pass with few words to the matters which follow in their order, not certainly imagining that
| could render to him who thus dealt with me that tribute of praise, or gratitude, or piety which is
dueto him (for, were weto designate our discoursein such terms, while yet we said nothing worthy
of the theme, we might seem chargeable with arrogance), but smply with the view of offering what
may be called a plain narrative or confession, or whatever other humble title may be given it. It
seemed good to the only one of my parentswho survived to care for me—my mother, namely—that,
being already under instruction in those other branchesin which boys not ignobly born and nurtured
are usually trained, | should attend also ateacher of public speaking, in the hope that | too should
become a public speaker. And accordingly | did attend such ateacher; and those who could judge
in that department then declared that | should in a short period be a public speaker. | for my own
part know not how to pronounce on that, neither should | desire to do so; for there was no apparent
ground for that gift then, nor wasthere asyet any foundation for those forces' which were capable
of bringing meto it. But that divine conductor and true curator, ever so watchful, when my friends
were not thinking of such a step, and when | was not myself desirous of it, came and suggested (an
extension of my studies) to one of my teachers under whose charge | had been put, with aview to
instruction in the Roman tongue, not in the expectation that | was to reach the completest mastery
of that tongue, but only that I might not be absolutely ignorant of it; and this person happened also

183 Abyov.

184 Word.

185 The text, however, gives GAékTpw.
186 aiti@v, causes.
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to be not altogether unversed in laws. Putting the idea, therefore, into this teacher’s mind,*¥” he set
meto learn in athorough way the laws of the Romans by his help. And that man took up this charge
zealously with me; and I, on my side, gave myself to it—more, however, to gratify the man, than
as being myself an admirer of the study. And when he got me as his pupil, he began to teach me
with all enthusiasm. And he said one thing, which has proved to me the truest of al his sayings, to
wit, that my education in thelawswould be my greatest viaticum*®—for thus he phrased it—whether
| aspired to be one of the public speakerswho contend in the courts of justice, or preferred to belong
to adifferent order. Thusdid he express himself, intending hisword to bear simply on things human;
but to meit seemsthat he was moved to that utterance by adiviner impul se than he himself supposed.
For when, willingly or unwillingly, | was becoming well instructed in these laws, a once bonds,
asit were, were cast upon my movements, and cause and occasion for my journeying to these parts
arosefromthe city Berytus, whichisacity not far distant®® from thisterritory, somewhat L atinized,'*
and credited with being a school for these legal studies. And this revered man coming from Egypt,
from the city of Alexandria, where previously he happened to have his home, was moved by other
circumstancesto change hisresidenceto thisplace, asif with the express object of meeting us. And
for my part, | cannot explain the reasons of these incidents, and | shall willingly passthem by. This
however is certain, that asyet no necessary occasion for my coming to this place and meeting with
this man was afforded by my purpose to learn our laws, since | had it in my power also to repair
to the city of Romeitself.*** How, then, was this effected? The then governor of Palestine suddenly
took possession of afriend of mine, namely my sister’ s husband, and separated him from hiswife,
and carried him off here against hiswill, in order to secure his help, and have him associated with
him in the labours of the government of the country; for he was aperson skilled in law, and perhaps
isstill so employed. After he had gone with him, however, he had the good fortune in no long time
to have hiswife sent for, and to receive her again, from whom, against hiswill, and to hisgrievance,
he had been separated. And thus he chanced also to draw us aong with her to that same place. For
when we were minded to travel, | know not where, but certainly to any other place rather than this,
asoldier suddenly came upon the scene, bearing aletter of instructions for us to escort and protect
our sister in her restoration to her husband, and to offer ourselves also as companion to her on the
journey; in which we had the opportunity of doing a favour to our relative, and most of all to our
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sister (so that she might not have to address herself to the journey either in any unbecoming manner,
or with any great fear or hesitation), while at the same time our other friends and connections
thought well of it, and made it out to promise no sight advantage, as we could thus visit the city
of Berytus, and carry out there with all diligence'® our studiesin the laws. Thus all things moved
me thither,—my sense of duty* to my sister, my own studies, and over and above these, the soldier
(for it isright also to mention this), who had with him alarger supply of public vehicles than the
case demanded, and more cheques'** than could be required for our sister alone. These were the
apparent reasons for our journey; but the secret and yet truer reasons were these,—our opportunity
of fellowship with this man, our instruction through that man’s means'® in the truth'®® concerning
the Word, and the profit of our soul for its salvation. These were the real causes that brought us
here, blind and ignorant, as we were, asto the way of securing our salvation. Wherefore it was not
that soldier, but a certain divine companion and beneficent conductor and guardian, ever leading
us in safety through the whole of this present life, as through along journey, that carried us past
other places, and Berytus in especial, which city at that time we seemed most bent on reaching,
N\ and brought us hither and settled us here, disposing and directing all things, until by any means he
27 might bind us in a connection with this man who was to be the author of the greater part of our
blessings. And he who came in such wise, that divine angel, gave over this charge**” to him, and
did, if | may so speak, perchance take his rest here, not indeed under the pressure of labour or
exhaustion of any kind (for the generation of those divine ministers knows no weariness), but as
having committed us to the hand of a man who would fully discharge the whole work of care and
guardianship within his power.

Argument VI.—The Arts by Which Origen Studiesto Keep Gregory and His Brother Athenodorus
with Him, Although It Was Almost Against Their Will; And the Love by Which Both are Taken
Captive. Of Philosophy, the Foundation of Piety, with the View of Giving Himself Therefore
Wholly to that Study, Gregory is Willing to Give Up Fatherland, Parents, the Pursuit of Law,
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and Every Other Discipline. Of the Soul asthe Free Principle. The Nobler Part Does Not Desire
to Be United with the Inferior, But the Inferior with the Nobler.

And from the very first day of his receiving us (which day was, in truth, the first day to me,
and the most precious of al days, if | may so speak, since then for the first time the true Sun began
to rise upon me), while we, like somewild creatures of thefields, or like fish, or some sort of birds
that had fallen into the toils or nets, and were endeavouring to slip out again and escape, were bent
on leaving him, and making off for Berytus'*® or our native country, he studied by all means to
associate us closely with him, contriving all kinds of arguments, and putting every rope in motion
(asthe proverb goes), and bringing all his powersto bear on that object. With that intent he lauded
the lovers of philosophy with large laudations and many noble utterances, declaring that those only
live alife truly worthy of reasonable creatures who aim at living an upright life and who seek to
know first of al themselves, what manner of persons they are, and then the things that are truly
good, which man ought to strive after, and then the things that are really evil, from which man
ought to flee. And then he reprehended ignorance and all the ignorant: and there are many such,
who, like brute cattle,** are blind in mind, and have no understanding even of what they are, and
are asfar astray as though they were wholly void of reason, and neither know themselves what is
good and what is evil, nor care at all to learn it from others, but toil feverishly in quest of wealth,
and glory, and such honours as belong to the crowd, and bodily comforts, and go distraught about
things like these, asiif they were the real good. And as though such objects were worth much, yea,
worth all else, they prize the things themselves, and the arts by which they can acquire them, and
the different lines of life which give scope for their attainment,—the military profession, to wit,
and the juridical, and the study of the laws. And with earnest and sagacious words he told us that
these arethe objectsthat enervate us, when we despi se that reason which ought to be the true master
within us.?® | cannot recount at present all the addresses of this kind which he delivered to us, with
the view of persuading usto take up the pursuit of philosophy. Nor wasit only for asingle day that
he thus dealt with us, but for many days and, in fact, as often as we were in the habit of going to
him at the outset; and we were pierced by his argumentation as with an arrow from the very first
occasion of our hearing him?* (for he was possessed of arare combination of a certain sweet grace
and persuasiveness, along with astrange power of constraint), though we still wavered and debated
the matter undecidedly with ourselves, holding so far by the pursuit of philosophy, without however
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being brought thoroughly over to it, while somehow or other we found ourselves quite unable to
withdraw from it conclusively, and thus were aways drawn towards him by the power of his
reasonings, as by the force of some superior necessity. For he asserted further that there could be
no genuine piety towards the Lord of all in the man who despised this gift of philosophy,—a gift
which man alone of all the creatures of the earth has been deemed honourable and worthy enough
to possess, and one which every man whatsoever, be he wise or be heignorant, reasonably embraces,
who has not utterly lost the power of thought by some mad distraction of mind. He asserted, then,
as | have said, that it was not possible (to speak correctly) for any one to be truly pious who did
not philosophize. And thus he continued to do with us, until, by pouring in upon us many such
argumentations, one after the other, he at last carried us fairly off somehow or other by a kind of
divine power, like people with his reasonings, and established us (in the practice of philosophy),
and set us down without the power of movement, asit were, beside himself by his arts. Moreover,
the stimulus of friendship was also brought to bear upon us,—a stimulus, indeed, not easily
withstood, but keen and most effective,—the argument of akind and affectionate disposition, which
showed itself benignantly in his words when he spoke to us and associated with us. For he did not
aim merely at getting round us by any kind of reasoning; but his desire was, with a benignant, and
affectionate, and most benevolent mind, to save us, and make us partakersin the blessingsthat flow
from philosophy, and most especially also in those other gifts which the Deity has bestowed on
him above most men, or, as we may perhaps say, above al men of our own time. | mean the power
that teaches us piety, the word of salvation, that comes to many, and subduesto itself all whom it
vigits: for there is nothing that shall resist it, inasmuch as it is and shall be itself the king of all;
although as yet it is hidden, and is not recognised, whether with ease or with difficulty, by the
common crowd, in such wise that, when interrogated respecting it, they should be able to speak
intelligently about it. And thus, like some spark lighting upon our inmost soul, love was kindled
and burst into flame within us—a love at once to the Holy Word, the most lovely object of all,
who attracts all irresistibly toward Himself by His unutterable beauty, and to this man, His friend
and advocate. And being most mightily smitten by thislove, | was persuaded to give up all those
objects or pursuits which seem to us befitting, and among others even my boasted
jurisprudence,—yea, my very fatherland and friends, both those who were present with me then,
and those from whom | had parted. And in my estimation there arose but one object dear and worth
desire,—to wit, philosophy, and that master of philosophy, this inspired man. “And the soul of
Jonathan was knit with David.”?®? This word, indeed, | did not read till afterwards in the sacred
Scriptures; but | felt it before that time, not less clearly than it is written: for, in truth, it reached
me then by the clearest of al revelations. For it was not simply Jonathan that was knit with David;
but those thingswere knit together which are the ruling powersin man—their souls,—those objects
which, even though all the things which are apparent and ostensible in man are severed, cannot by

202 1 Sam. xviii. 1.
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any skill be forced to a severance when they themselves are unwilling. For the soul is free, and
cannot be coerced by any means, not even though one should confine it and keep guard over it in
some secret prison-house. For wherever theintelligenceis, thereit is also of its own nature and by
thefirst reason. And if it seemsto you to be in akind of prison-house, it is represented as there to
you by asort of second reason. But for all that, it isby no means precluded from subsisting anywhere
according to its own determination; nay, rather it is both able to be, and is reasonably believed to
be, there a one and altogether, wheresoever and in connection with what things soever those actions
which are proper only to it are in operation. Wherefore, what | experienced has been most clearly
declared in this very short statement, that “the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David;”
objectswhich, as| said, cannot by any means be forced to aseparation against their will, and which
of their own inclination certainly will not readily choose it. Nor isit, in my opinion, in theinferior
subject, who is changeful and very prone to vary in purpose, and in whom singly there has been
no capacity of union at first, that the power of loosing the sacred bonds of this affection rests, but
rather in the nobler one, who is constant and not readily shaken, and through whom it has been
possible to tie these bonds and to fasten this sacred knot. Therefore it is not the soul of David that
was knit by the divine word with the soul of Jonathan; but, on the contrary, the soul of the latter,
who was the inferior, is said to be thus affected and knit with the soul of David. For the nobler
object would not choose to be knit with one inferior, inasmuch asit is sufficient for itself; but the
inferior object, as standing in need of the help which the nobler can give, ought properly to be knit
with the nobler, and fitted dependently toit: so that thislatter, retaining still its sufficiency initself,
might sustain no loss by its connection with the inferior; and that that which is of itself without
order®® being now united and fitted harmoniously with the nobler, might, without any detriment
done, be perfectly subdued to the nobler by the constraints of such bonds. Wherefore, to apply the
bondsisthe part of the superior, and not of theinferior; but to be knit to the other is the part of the
inferior, and this too in such a manner that it shall possess no power of loosing itself from these
bonds. And by a similar constraint, then, did this David of ours once gird us to himself; and he
holds us now, and has held us ever since that time, so that, even though we desired it, we could not
loose ourselvesfrom hisbonds. And henceit followsthat, even though we were to depart, hewould
not release this soul of mine, which, as the Holy Scripture puts it, he holds knit so closely with
himself.
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Argument VII.—The Wonderful Skill with Which Origen Prepares Gregory and Athenodorus for
Philosophy. The Intellect of Each is Exercised First in Logic, and the Mere Attention to Words
N is Contemned.

= But after he had thus carried us captive at the very outset, and had shut usin, asit were, on all

sides, and when what was best** had been accomplished by him, and when it seemed good to us
to remain with him for atime, then he took usin hand, as a skilled husbandman may take in hand
some field unwrought, and altogether unfertile, and sour, and burnt up, and hard as a rock, and
rough, or, it may be, one not utterly barren or unproductive, but rather, perchance, by nature very
productive, though then waste and neglected, and stiff and untractable with thorns and wild shrubs;
or as agardener may take in hand some plant which iswild indeed, and which yields no cultivated
fruits, though it may not be absolutely worthless, and on finding it thus, may, by his skill in
gardening, bring some cultivated shoot and graft it in, by making afissure in the middle, and then
bringing the two together, and binding the one to the other, until the sap in each shall flow in one
stream,?* and they shall both grow with the same nurture: for one may often see a tree of amixed
and worthless?® species thus rendered productive in spite of its past barrenness, and made to rear
the fruits of the good olive on wild roots; or one may see awild plant saved from being altogether
profitless by the skill of acareful gardener; or, once more, one may see a plant which otherwiseis
one both of culture and of fruitfulness, but which, through the want of skilled attendance, has been
left unpruned and unwatered and waste, and which isthus choked by the mass of superfluous shoots
suffered to grow out of it at random,?” yet brought to dischargeits proper function in germination,?®
and made to bear the fruit whose production was formerly hindered by the superfluous growth.?®
In suchwise, then, and with such adisposition did hereceive usat first; and surveying us, asit were,
with a husbandman’ s skill, and gauging us thoroughly, and not confining his notice to those things
only which are patent to the eye of all, and which are looked upon in open light, but penetrating
into us more deeply, and probing what is most inward in us, he put us to the question, and made
propositions to us, and listened to usin our replies; and whenever he thereby detected anything in
us not wholly fruitless and profitless and waste, he set about clearing the soil, and turning it up and
irrigating it, and putting al things in movement, and brought his whole skill and care to bear on
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us, and wrought upon our mind. And thorns and thistles,?° and every kind of wild herb or plant
which our mind (so unregulated and precipitate in its own action) yielded and produced in its
uncultured luxuriance and native wildness, he cut out and thoroughly removed by the processes of
refutation and prohibition; sometimes assailing us in the genuine Socratic fashion, and again
upsetting us by his argumentation whenever he saw us getting restive under him, like so many
unbroken steeds, and springing out of the course and galloping madly about at random, until with
a strange kind of persuasiveness and constraint he reduced us to a state of quietude under him by
his discourse, which acted like a bridle in our mouth. And that was at first an unpleasant position
for us, and one not without pain, as he dealt with personswho were unused toit, and still al untrained
to submit to reason, when he plied us with his argumentations; and yet he purged us by them. And
when he had made us adaptable, and had prepared us successfully for the reception of the words
of truth, then, further, as though we were now a soil well wrought and soft, and ready to impart
growth to the seeds cast into it, he dealt liberally with us, and sowed the good seed in season, and
attended to all the other cares of the good husbandry, each inits own proper season. And whenever
he perceived any element of infirmity or basenessin our mind (whether it was of that character by
nature, or had become thus gross through the excessive nurture of the body), he pricked it with his
discourses, and reduced it by those delicate words and turns of reasoning which, although at first
the very simplest, are gradually evolved one after the other, and skilfully wrought out, until they
advance to a sort of complexity which can scarce be mastered or unfolded, and which cause us to
start up, as it were, out of sleep, and teach us the art of holding always by what is immediately
before one, without ever making any slip by reason either of length or of subtlety. And if there was
in us anything of an injudicious and precipitate tendency, whether in the way of assenting to all
that came across us, of whatever character the objects might be, and even though they proved false,
or in the way of often withstanding other things, even though they were spoken truthfully,—that,
too, he brought under disciplinein us by those delicate reasonings already mentioned, and by others
of like kind (for this branch of philosophy is of varied form), and accustomed us not to throw in
our testimony at one time, and again to refuse it, just at random, and as chance impelled, but to
give it only after careful examination not only into things manifest, but also into those that are
secret.?! For many things which are in high repute of themselves, and honourable in appearance,
have found entrance through fair wordsinto our ears, as though they weretrue, while yet they were
hollow and false, and have borne off and taken possession of the suffrage of truth at our hand, and
then, no long time afterwards, they have been discovered to be corrupt and unworthy of credit, and
deceitful borrowers of the garb of truth; and have thus too easily exposed us as men who are
ridiculously deluded, and who bear their witnessinconsiderately to things which ought by no means
to have won it. And, on the contrary, other things which are really honourable and the reverse of
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impositions, but which have not been expressed in plausible statements, and thus have the appearance
of being paradoxical and most incredible, and which have been rejected as false on their own
showing, and held up undeservedly to ridicule, have afterwards, on careful investigation and
examination, been discovered to be the truest of all things, and wholly incontestable, though for a
time spurned and reckoned false. Not simply, then, by dealing with things patent and prominent,
which are sometimes delusive and sophistical, but also by teaching us to search into things within
us, and to put them all individually to the test, lest any of them should give back a hollow sound,
and by instructing usto make sure of these inward thingsfirst of all, hetrained usto give our assent
to outward things only then and thus, and to express our opinion on all these severally. In thisway,
that capacity of our mind which deals critically with words and reasonings, was educated in a
rational manner; not according to the judgments of illustrious rhetoricians—whatever Greek or
foreign honour appertains to that title*>—for theirsis adiscipline of little value and no necessity:
but in accordance with that which is most needful for all, whether Greek or outlandish, whether
wise or illiterate, and, in fine, not to make a long statement by going over every profession and
pursuit separately, in accordance with that which ismost indispensablefor all men, whatever manner
of life they have chosen, if it is indeed the care and interest of all who have to converse on any
subject whatever with each other, to be protected against deception.

Argument VII1.—Then in Due Succession He Instructs Them in Physics, Geometry, and Astronomy.

Nor did he confine his efforts merely to that form of the mind which it isthelot of the dialectics
to regulate;®® but he aso took in hand that humble capacity of mind, (which shows itself) in our
amazement at the magnitude, and the wondrousness, and the magnificent and absolutely wise
construction of theworld, and in our marvelling in areasonlessway, and in our being overpowered
with fear, and in our knowing not, like the irrational creatures, what conclusion to come to. That,
too, he aroused and corrected by other studiesin natural science, illustrating and distinguishing the
various divisions of created objects, and with admirable clearness reducing them to their pristine
elements, taking them all up perspicuously in hisdiscourse, and going over the nature of the whole,
and of each several section, and discussing the multiform revolution and mutation of thingsin the
world, until he carried us fully along with him under his clear teaching; and by those reasonings
which he had partly learned from others, and partly found out for himself, he filled our mindswith
arational instead of an irrational wonder at the sacred economy of the universe, and irreproveable
constitution of all things. This is that sublime and heavenly study which is taught by natural
philosophy—a science most attractive to all. And what need is there now to speak of the sacred
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mathematics, viz., geometry, so precious to all and above al controversy, and astronomy, whose
courseison high? These different studies he imprinted on our understandings, training usin them,
or calling them into our mind, or doing with us something else which | know not how to designate
rightly. And the one he presented lucidly as the immutable groundwork and secure foundation of
all, namely geometry; and by the other, namely astronomy, he lifted us up to the things that are
highest above us, while he made heaven passable to us by the help of each of these sciences, as
though they were ladders reaching the skies.

Argument | X.—But He Imbues Their Minds, Above All, with Ethical Science; And He Does Not
Confine Himself to Discoursing on the Virtuesin Word, But He Rather Confirms His Teaching
by HisActs.

Moreover, as to those things which excel al in importance, and those for the sake of which,
above all else, the whole?* family of the philosophical labours, gathering them like good fruits
produced by the varied growths of all the other studies, and of long practised philosophizing,—I
mean the divine virtuesthat concern the moral nature, by which the impulses of the mind havetheir
equable and stabl e subsi stence,—through these, too, he aimed at making ustruly proof against grief

N\ and disquietude under the pressure of al ills, and at imparting to us awell-disciplined and stedfast
31 and religious spirit, so that we might bein all things veritably blessed. And thishetoiled at effecting
by pertinent discourses, of a wise and soothing tendency, and very often also by the most cogent
addresses touching our moral dispositions, and our modes of life. Nor was it only by words, but

also by deeds, that he regulated in some measure our inclinations,—to wit, by that very contemplation

and observation of the impulses and affections of the mind, by the issue of which most especially
themind iswont to be reduced to aright estate from one of discord, and to be restored to acondition

of judgment and order out of one of confusion. So that, beholding itself asin amirror (and | may

say specifically, viewing, on the one hand, the very beginnings and roots of evil init, and all that

is reasonless within it, from which spring up all absurd affections and passions; and, on the other

hand, all that istruly excellent and reasonable within it, under the sway of which it remains proof
against injury and perturbation initself?**, and then scrutinizing carefully the things thus discovered

to bein it), it might cast out al those which are the growth of the inferior part, and which waste

our powers*® through intemperance, or hinder and choke them through depression,—such things
aspleasures and lusts, or pains and fears, and the whole array of illsthat accompany these different
species of evil. | say that thus it might cast them out and make away with them, by coping with
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them while yet in their beginnings and only just commencing their growth, and not leaving them
to wax in strength even by a short delay, but destroying and rooting them out at once; while, at the
sametime, it might foster all those things which arereally good, and which spring from the nobler
part, and might preserve them by nursing them in their beginnings, and watching carefully over
them until they should reach their maturity. For it is thus (he used to say) that the heavenly virtues
will ripen in the soul: to wit, prudence, which first of all is able to judge of those very motionsin
the mind at once from the things themselves, and by the knowledge which accrues to it of things
outside of us, whatever such there may be, both good and evil; and temperance, the power that
makes the right selection among these thingsin their beginnings; and righteousness, which assigns
what is just to each; and that virtue which is the conserver of them all—fortitude. And therefore
he did not accustom us to a mere profession in words, as that prudence, for instance, is the
knowledge?’ of good and evil, or of what ought to be done, and what ought not: for that would be
indeed avain and profitless study, if there was simply the doctrine without the deed; and worthless
would that prudence be, which, without doing the things that ought to be done, and without turning
men away from those that ought not to be done, should be able merely to furnish the knowledge
of these thingsto those who possessed her,—though many such persons come under our observation.
Nor, again, did he content himself with the mere assertion that temperanceis simply the knowledge
of what ought to be chosen and what ought not; though the other schools of philosophers do not
teach even so much as that, and especially the more recent, who are so forcible and vigorous in
words (so that | have often been astonished at them, when they sought to demonstrate that thereis
the same virtue in God and in men, and that upon earth, in particular, the wise man is equa®® to
God), and yet are incapable of delivering the truth as to prudence, so that one shall do the things
which are dictated by prudence, or the truth as to temperance, so that one shall choose the things
he haslearned by it; and the same holds good also of their treatment of righteousness and fortitude.
Not thus, however, in mere words only did this teacher go over the truths concerning the virtues
with us; but he incited us much more to the practice of virtue, and stimulated us by the deeds he
did more than by the doctrines he taught.

Argument X.—Hence the Mere Word-Sages are Confuted, Who Say and Y et Act Not.

Now | beg of the philosophers of this present time, both those whom | have known personally
myself, and those of whom | have heard by report from others, and | beg also of all other men, that
they takein good part the statements | have just made. And let no one supposethat | have expressed
myself thus, either through simple friendship toward that man, or through hatred toward the rest
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of the philosophers; for if there is any one inclined to be an admirer of them for their discourses,

and wishful to speak well of them, and pleased at hearing the most honourable mention made of

them by others, | myself am the man. Nevertheless, those facts (to which | have referred) are of

such anature as to bring upon the very name of philosophy the last degree of ridicule amost from

the great mass of men; and | might almost say that | would choose to be altogether unversed init,

rather than learn any of the things which these men profess, with whom | thought it good no longer

to associate myself in this life,—though in that, it may be, | formed an incorrect judgment. But |

say that no one should suppose that | make these statements at the mere prompting of a zealous

AN regard for the praise of this man, or under the stimulus of any existing animosity®° towards other

32 philosophers. But let all be assured that | say even less than his deeds merit, lest | should seem to

beindulging in adulation; and that | do not seek out studied words and phrases, and cunning means

of laudation—I who could never of my own will, even when | wasayouth, and |earning the popul ar

style of address under a professor of the art of public speaking, bear to utter a word of praise, or

pass any encomium on any one which was not genuine. Wherefore on the present occasion, too, |

do not think it right, in proposing to myself the task simply of commending him, to magnify him

at the cost of the reprobation of others. And, in good sooth,?® | should speak only to the man’s

injury, if, with the view of having something grander to say of him, | should compare his blessed

life with the failings of others. We are not, however, so senseless.? But | shall testify smply to

what has come within my own experience, apart from all ill-judged comparisons and trickeriesin
words.

Argument X1.—Origen is the First and the Only One that Exhorts Gregory to Add to His
Acquirements the Study of Philosophy, and Offers Him in a Certain Manner an Example in
Himself. Of Justice, Prudence, Temperance, and Fortitude. The Maxim, Know Thyself.

He was aso the first and only man that urged me to study the philosophy of the Greeks, and
persuaded me by his own moral example both to hear and to hold by the doctrine of morals, while
as yet | had by no means been won over to that, so far as other philosophers were concerned (I
again acknowledge it),—not rightly so, indeed, but unhappily, as| may say without exaggeration,
for me. | did not, however, associate with many at first, but only with some few who professed to
be teachers, though, in good sooth, they all established their philosophy only so far as words went.??

219 @1hotipig, for which gilovekiq isread.

220 Thetext is, fj kak®v &v £Aeyov, etc. The Greek | and the Latin aut are found sometimes thus with aforce bordering on
that of alioqui.

221 dpaivouev. The Paris editor would read dpaivw yév.

222 GAAG yap ot UEXPL PNUETWY TO PIAOGOPETV 0THOAOLY.
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This man, however, was the first that induced me to philosophize by his words, as he pointed the
exhortation by deeds before he gave it in words, and did not merely recite well-studied sentences;
nay, he did not deem it right to speak on the subject at all, but with a sincere mind, and one bent
on striving ardently after the practical accomplishment of the things expressed, and he endeavoured
all the while to show himself in character like the man whom he describesin his discourses as the
person who shall lead a noble life, and he ever exhibited (in himself), | would say, the pattern of
the wise man. But as our discourse at the outset proposed to deal with the truth, and not with
vain-glorious language,?® | shall not speak of him now as the exemplar of the wise man. And yet,
if I chose to speak thus of him, | should not be far astray from the truth.?* Nevertheless, | pass that
by at present. | shall not speak of him as a perfect pattern, but as one who vehemently desires to
imitate the perfect pattern, and strives after it with zeal and earnestness, even beyond the capacity
of men, if | may so express myself; and who labours, moreover, also to make us, who are so
different,? of like character with himself, not mere masters and apprehenders of the bald doctrines
concerning the impulses of the soul, but masters and apprehenders of these impulses themselves.
For he pressed® us on both to deed and to doctrine, and carried us along by that same view and
method,?’ not merely into a small section of each virtue, but rather into the whole, if mayhap we
were able to take it in. And he constrained us also, if | may so speak, to practise righteousness on
the ground of the personal action of the soul itself,?® which he persuaded us to study, drawing us

223 Thetextis, GAN €nel dARBeray Uiy, o0 koueiav Ennyyeilato 6 Adyog &vwBev. TheLatin rendering is, sed quia veritatem
nobis, non pompam et ornatum promisit oratio in exordio.

224 Thetext is, kaitot ye imeiv 04wV eivat te dAndéc. Bengal takes the te as pleonastic, or as an error for the article, T
dAn0éq. The eivar in 0éAwv eivan he takes to be the use of the infinitive which occurs in such phrases as t)v npdtnyv eivan,
initio, ékav eivan, libenter, o 82 vov elvat, nunc vero, etc.; and, giving £0éAwv the sense of uéAAwv, makes the whole = And
yet | shall speak truth.

225 Thetext is, kai fudc Etépovg. The phrase may be, asit is given above, a delicate expression of difference, or it may
perhaps be an elegant redundancy, like the French & nous autres. Others read, kal fjudg kai £tépoug.

226 Thereading in the text gives, 00 Adywv éykpatei kai Eniotipovag TdOV mept Opu@dV, TOV 8¢ OpU@OV avT®OV" €Tl T& Epya
kal Adyoug dyxwv, etc. Otherswould arrange the whol e passage differently, thus: mepi 6pu®v, T@V 3¢ Spudv avTGOV £mi T& Epya
Kal tovg Adyoug dyxwv. Kai, etc. Hence Sirmondus rendersiit, a motibus ipsis ad opera etiam sermones, reading also d&ywv
apparently. Rhodomanus gives, impulsionumipsarum ad opera et verba ignavi et negligentes, reading evidently &py&v. Bengel
solvesthedifficulty by taking thefirst clause as equivalent to o0 Adywv éykparteic Kal EMOTAUOVAG. .. DTGV TV OPUGDV EYKPATEIG
kai émotAuovag. We have adopted this as the most evident sense. Thus dyxwv is retained unchanged, and is taken as a parallel

to thefollowing participle émgépwv, and as bearing, therefore, ameaning something like that of &vaykdlwv. See Bengel’ s note

in Migne.
227 Bewpiq.
228 i v idompayiav tiic Yuxfg, perhapsjust “the private life.”
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off from the officious anxieties of life, and from the turbulence of the forum, and raising usto the
nobler vocation of looking into ourselves, and dealing with the things that concern ourselves in
truth. Now, that this is to practise righteousness, and that this is the true righteousness, some aso
of our ancient philosophers have asserted (expressing it as the personal action, | think), and have
affirmed that thisis more profitable for blessedness, both to the men themselves and to those who
are with them,? if indeed it belongs to this virtue to recompense according to desert, and to assign
N\ toeach hisown. For what else could be supposed to be so proper to the soul? Or what could be so
33 worthy of it, as to exercise a care over itself, not gazing outwards, or busying itself with alien
matters, or, to speak shortly, doing the worst injustice to itself, but turning its attention inwardly
upon itself, rendering its own due to itself, and acting thereby righteously?* To practise
righteousness after this fashion, therefore, he impressed upon us, if | may so speak, by a sort of
force. And he educated us to prudence none the less,—teaching to be at home with ourselves, and
to desire and endeavour to know ourselves, which indeed is the most excellent achievement of
philosophy, the thing that is ascribed al so to the most prophetic of spirits*®! asthe highest argument
of wisdom—the precept, Know thyself. And that thisis the genuine function of prudence, and that
such isthe heavenly prudence, isaffirmed well by the ancients; for in thisthereis one virtue common
to God and to man; while the soul is exercised in beholding itself asin a mirror, and reflects the
divinemindinitself, if itisworthy of such arelation, and traces out a certain inexpressible method
for the attaining of akind of apotheosis. And in correspondence with this come also the virtues of
temperance and fortitude: temperance, indeed, in conserving this very prudence which must bein
the soul that knowsitself, if that isever itslot (for thistemperance, again, surely meansjust asound
prudence):#2 and fortitude, in keeping stedfastly by all the duties® which have been spoken of,
without falling away from them, either voluntarily or under any force, and in keeping and holding
by al that has been laid down. For he teaches that this virtue acts also as a kind of preserver,
maintainer, and guardian.

Argument XI1.—Gregory Disalows Any Attainment of the Virtues on His Part. Piety is Both the
Beginning and the End, and Thus It is the Parent of All the Virtues.

It istrue, indeed that in consequence of our dull and sluggish nature, he has not yet succeeded
in making us righteous, and prudent, and temperate, or manly, although he has laboured zealously

229 £aVTOIG T Kal Toi¢ mpootoToly.

230 Thetext is, td Tpd¢ éavtnv eivat. Migne proposes either to read éavtodc, or to supply v Yuxhv.
231 0 81 kai datUévVWY T@ HaVTIKWTATY dvatibetat.

232 owEPocLVNY, odav TIVA @pdvnoty, an etymological play.

233 gmtndevosotv.
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on us. For we are neither in real possession of any virtue whatsoever, either human or divine, nor
have we ever made any near approach to it, but we are still far from it. And these are very great
and lofty virtues, and none of them may be assumed by any common person,?* but only by one
whom God inspires with the power. We are also by no means so favourably constituted for them
by nature, neither do we yet profess ourselves to be worthy of reaching them; for through our
listlessness and feebl eness we have not done all these things which ought to be done by those who
aspire after what is noblest, and aim at what is perfect. We are not yet therefore either righteous or
temperate, or endowed with any of the other virtues. But thisadmirable man, thisfriend and advocate
of the virtues, has long ago done for us perhaps all that it lay in his power to do for us, in making
us lovers of virtue, who should love it with the most ardent affection. And by his own virtue he
created in us alove at once for the beauty of righteousness, the golden face of which in truth was
shown to us by him; and for prudence, which is worthy of being sought by all; and for the true
wisdom, which is most del ectable; and for temperance, the heavenly virtue which forms the sound
congtitution of the soul, and brings peaceto all who possessit; and for manliness, that most admirable
grace; and for patience, that virtue peculiarly ours;?* and, above all, for piety, which men rightly
designate when they call it the mother of the virtues. For this is the beginning and the end of all
the virtues. And beginning with this one, we shall find all the other virtues grow upon us most
readily: if, while for ourselves we earnestly aspire after this grace, which every man, be he only
not absolutely impious, or amere pleasure-seeker, ought to acquirefor himself, in order to hisbeing
afriend of God and a maintainer>® of Histruth, and while we diligently pursue this virtue, we also
give heed to the other virtues, in order that we may not approach our God in unworthiness and
impurity, but with al virtue and wisdom as our best conductors and most sagacious priests. And
the end of all | consider to be nothing but this: By the pure mind make thyself like*’ to God, that
thou mayest draw near to Him, and abide in Him.

Argument XI11.—The Method Which Origen Used in His Theological and Metaphysical Instructions.
He Commends the Study of All Writers, the Atheistic Alone Excepted. The Marvellous Power
of Persuasion in Speech. The Facility of the Mind in Giving Its Assent.

234 Thetext is, 008¢ t@ tuxeiv. Migne suggests 00d¢ T O£uig tuxeiv = nor isit legitimate for any one to attain them.

235 Thetext is, bropoviig fu@v. Vossius and others omit the nudv. The Stuttgart editor gives this note: “It does not appear
that this should be connected by apposition with avdpeiag (manliness). But Gregory, after the four virtues which philosophers
define as cardinal, adds two which are properly Christian, viz., patience, and that which is the hinge of all—piety.”

236 The word is porjyopov. It may be, asthe Latin version puts it, familiaris, one in fellowship with God.

237 g€ouo1OnT TpooeAbeiv. Others read é€opoiwdévta mpooeAdeiv.
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And besides all his other patient and laborious efforts, how shall | in words give any account

of what he did for us, in instructing us in theology and the devout character? and how shall | enter
AN into the real disposition of the man, and show with what judiciousness and careful preparation he
34 would have us familiarized with all discourse about the Divinity, guarding sedulously against our
being in any peril with respect to what is the most needful thing of all, namely, the knowledge of
the Cause of al things? For he deemed it right for us to study philosophy in such wise, that we
should read with utmost diligence al that has been written, both by the philosophers and by the
poets of old, rejecting nothing,® and repudiating nothing (for, indeed, we did not yet possess the
power of critical discernment), except only the productions of the atheists, who, in their conceits,
lapse from the general intelligence of man, and deny that there is either a God or a providence.
From these he would have us abstain, because they are not worthy of being read, and because it
might chance that the soul within us that is meant for piety might be defiled by listening to words
that are contrary to the worship of God. For even those who frequent the temples of piety, as they
think them to be, are careful not to touch anything that is profane.?® He held, therefore, that the
books of such men did not merit to be taken at al into the consideration of men who have assumed
the practice of piety. He thought, however, that we should obtain and make ourselves familiar with
al other writings, neither preferring nor repudiating any one kind, whether it be philosophical
discourse or not, whether Greek or foreign, but hearing what al of them have to convey. And it
was with great wisdom and sagacity that he acted on this principle, lest any single saying given by
the one class or the other should be heard and valued above others as alone true, even though it
might not be true, and lest it might thus enter our mind and deceive us, and, in being lodged there
by itself alone, might make usits own, so that we should no more have the power to withdraw from
it, or wash ourselves clear of it, as one washes out alittle wool that has got some colour ingrained
init. For amighty thing and an energetic is the discourse of man, and subtle with its sophisms, and
quick to find its way into the ears, and mould the mind, and impress us with what it conveys; and
when once it has taken possession of us, it can win usover to love it astruth; and it holds its place
within us even though it be false and deceitful, overmastering uslike some enchanter, and retaining
as its champion the very man it has deluded. And, on the other hand, the mind of man iswitha a
thing easily deceived by speech, and very facile in yielding its assent; and, indeed, before it
discriminates and inquires into matters in any proper way, it is easily won over, either through its
own obtuseness and imbecility, or through the subtlety of the discourse, to giveitself up, at random
often, all weary of accurate examination, to crafty reasonings and judgments, which are erroneous
themselves, and which lead into error those who receive them. And not only so; but if another mode
of discourse aims at correcting it, it will neither give it admittance, nor suffer itself to be atered in

238 undev éknorovpévoug. Casaubon marksthisasaphrase taken from law, and equivalent to, nihil alienuma nobis ducentes.
239 Thetext is, fic ofovral. We render with Bengel. The Latin interpreter makes it = Even those who frequent the temples do

not deem it consistent with religion to touch anything at all profane.

59


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf06/Page_34.html

ANFO06. Fathers of the Third Century: Gregory Thaumaturgus, Philip Schaff
Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, and Minor
Writers, Methodius, Arnobius

opinion, because it is held fast by any notion which has previously got possession of it, as though
some inexorable tyrant were lording over it.

Argument XI1V.—Whence the Contentions of Philosophers Have Sprung. Against Those Who
Catch at Everything that Meets Them, and Give It Credence, and Cling to It. Origen Wasin
the Habit of Carefully Reading and Explaining the Books of the Heathen to His Disciples.

Isit not thusthat contradictory and opposi ng tenets have been introduced, and all the contentions
of philosophers, while one party withstands the opinions of another, and some hold by certain
positions, and others by others, and one school attaches itself to one set of dogmas, and another to
another? And al, indeed, aim at philosophizing, and profess to have been doing so ever since they
werefirst roused to it, and declare that they desire it not less now when they are well versed in the
discussions than when they began them: yea, rather they allege that they have even more love for
philosophy now, after they have had, so to speak, a little taste of it, and have had the liberty of
dwelling onitsdiscussions, than when at first, and without any previous experience of it, they were
urged by a sort of impulse to philosophize. That iswhat they say; and henceforth they give no heed
to any words of those who hold opposite opinions. And accordingly, no one of the ancients has
ever induced any one of the moderns, or those of the Peripatetic school, to turn to his way of
thinking, and adopt his method of philosophizing; and, on the other hand, none of the moderns has
imposed his notions upon those of the ancient school. Nor, in short, has any one done so with any
other.?® For it is not an easy thing to induce one to give up his own opinions, and accept those of
others; although these might, perhaps, even be sentiments which, if he had been led to credit them
before he began to philosophize, the man might at first have admired and accepted with al readiness:

N\ as, while the mind was not yet preoccupied, he might have directed his attention to that set of
35 opinions, and given them hisapproval, and on their behalf opposed himself to those which he holds
at present. Such, at least, has been the kind of philosophizing exhibited by our noble and most
eloquent and critical Greeks: for whatever any one of these has lighted on at the outset, moved by
someimpulse or other, that alone he declaresto betruth, and holdsthat all el sewhichismaintained

by other philosophersis simply delusion and folly, though he himself does not more satisfactorily
establish hisown positions by argument, than do all the others severally defend their peculiar tenets;

the man’s object being ssmply to be under no obligation to give up and alter his opinions, whether

by constraint or by persuasion, while he has (if one may speak truth) nothing else but a kind of
unreasoning impulse towards these dogmas on the side of philosophy, and possesses no other
criterion of what heimaginesto betrue, than (let it not seem an incredibl e assertion) undistinguishing

240 [The ultimate subjugation of Latin theology by Aristotelian philosophy, is a deplorable instance of what is here hinted
at, and what Hippolytus has worked out. Compare Col. ii. 8.]
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chance.?* And as each one thus becomes attached to those positions with which he hasfirst fallen
in, and is, asit were, held in chains by them, heis no longer capable of giving attention to others,
if he happensto have anything of hisown to offer on every subject with the demonstration of truth,
and if he hasthe aid of argument to show how false the tenets of hisadversaries are; for, helplessly
and thoughtlessy and asif helooked for some happy contingency, heyields himself to the reasonings
that first take possession of him.?* And such reasonings mislead those who accept them, not only
in other matters, but above al, in what is of greatest and most essential consequence—in the
knowledge of God and in piety. And yet men become bound by them in such a manner that no one
can very easily release them. For they are like men caught in a swamp stretching over some wide
impassable plain, which, when they have once fallen into it, allows them neither to retrace their
steps nor to cross it and effect their safety, but keeps them down in its soil until they meet their
end; or they may be compared to men in adeep, dense, and majestic forest, into which the wayfarer
enters, with the idea, perchance, of finding his road out of it again forthwith, and of taking his
course once more on the open plain,? but is baffled in his purpose by the extent and thickness of
the wood. And turning in avariety of directions, and lighting on various continuous paths within
it, he pursues many a course, thinking that by some of them he will surely find his way out: but
they only lead him farther in, and in no way open up an exit for him, inasmuch asthey are all only
paths within the forest itself; until at last the traveller, utterly worn out and exhausted, seeing that
all the ways he had tried had proved only forest still, and despairing of finding any more his
dwelling-place on earth, makes up his mind to abide there, and establish his hearth, and lay out for
his use such free space as he can prepare in the wood itself. Or again, we might take the similitude
of alabyrinth, which has but one apparent entrance, so that one suspects nothing artful from the
outside, and goes within by the single door that showsitself; and then, after advancing to the farthest
interior, and viewing the cunning spectacle, and examining the construction so skillfully contrived,
and full of passages, and laid out with unending paths leading inwards or outwards, he decides to
go out again, but finds himself unable, and sees his exit completely intercepted by that inner
construction which appeared such atriumph of cleverness. But, after al, thereisneither any labyrinth
so inextricable and intricate, nor any forest so dense and devious, nor any plain or swamp so difficult

241 Thetextis, o0k GAANV Tivd (e 8l T dAnBeg einelv) Exwv f TV 1pdg ThG Prhocopiog éml téde ta Sdyuata dAoyov opufv:
ki koforv Qv ofetat GANBGV (N tapdSolov eineiv f) o0k EAANV A Thv dxprrov Toxnv. Vossiuswould read, mpdg tiv grhosogioy
kol émi tade ta ddypata. Migne makesit = nulla el erat alia sententia (si verum est dicendum) nisi cacusille stimulus quo ante
philosophigestudiumin ista actus erat placita: neque aliud judicium eorum quaevera putaret (ne mirum sit dictu) nisi fortunae
temeritas. Bengel would read, mpo tfig grthocogiag.

242 Thetextis, nel kai &PorBntog, Eavtdv Xapioduevog kal Ekdexduevog eiki] Womep Eppatov, toig tpokataiaPodov avToV
A6yoig. Bengel proposes évdexduevov...€ppatov, as = lucruminsperatum.

243 kaBapH—Epker. Sirmondus gives, puro campo. Rhodomanus, reading dépt, gives puro aére. Bengel takes €pkog, septum,

as derivatively = domus, fundus, regio septis munita.
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for those to get out of, who have once got within it, as is discussion,?* at least as one may meet
with it in the case of certain of these philosophers.?* Wherefore, to secure us against falling into
the unhappy experience of most, he did not introduce usto any one exclusive school of philosophy;
nor did he judge it proper for us to go away with any single class of philosophical opinions, but he
introduced us to all, and determined that we should be ignorant of no kind of Grecian doctrine.?
And he himself went on with us, preparing the way before us, and leading us by the hand, ason a
journey, whenever anything tortuous and unsound and delusive came in our way. And he helped
us like a skilled expert who has had long familiarity with such subjects, and is not strange or
inexperienced in anything of the kind, and who therefore may remain safein hisown atitude, while
he stretchesforth his hand to others, and effectstheir security too, as one drawing up the submerged.
Thusdid he deal with us, selecting and setting before usall that was useful and truein all the various
philosophers, and putting aside all that was false. And this he did for us, both in other branches of
man’ s knowledge, and most especially in al that concerns piety.

Argument XV.—The Case of Divine Matters. Only God and His Prophetsareto Be Heard in These.
The Prophets and Their Auditors are Acted on by the Same Afflatus. Origen’s Excellence in
the Interpretation of Scripture.

With respect to these human teachers, indeed, he counselled us to attach ourselves to none of
them, not even though they were attested as most wise by all men, but to devote ourselves to God
alone, and to the prophets. And he himself became the interpreter of the prophets*’ to us, and
explained whatsoever was dark or enigmatical in them. For there are many things of that kind in
the sacred words; and whether it be that God is pleased to hold communication with men in such
away as that the divine word may not enter all naked and uncovered into an unworthy soul, such
as many are, or whether it be, that while every divine oracle is in its own nature most clear and
perspicuous, it seems obscure and dark to us, who have apostatized from God, and have lost the
faculty of hearing through time and age, | cannot tell. But however the case may stand, if it be that

244 Abyog.
245 Thetext is, €1 T1¢ £l kat’ adTOV TOVIE TIVWV Phocdewv. Bengel suggests katavt@v.
246 [Beautiful testimony to the worth and character of Origen! After St. Bernard, who thought he was scriptural, but was

blinded by the Decretals (no fault in him), Scripture and testimony (as defined to be the rule of faith by Tertullian and Vincent)
ceased to govern in the West; and by syllogisms (see val. v. p. 100) the Scholastic system was built up. This became the creed
of anew church organization created at Trent, all the definitions of which are part of said creed. Thus the “Roman-Catholic
Church” (so called when created) is anew creation (of A.p. 1564), in doctrine ever innovating, which has the least claim to
antiquity of any Church pretending to Apostolic origin.]

247 OTOPNTEVWV.
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there are some words really enigmatical, he explained all such, and set them in the light, as being
himself a skilled and most discerning hearer of God; or if it be that none of them arereally obscure
in their own nature, they were also not unintelligible to him, who alone of all men of the present
time with whom | have myself been acquainted, or of whom | have heard by the report of others,
has so deeply studied the clear and luminous oracles of God, as to be able at once to receive their
meaning into his own mind, and to convey it to others. For that Leader of all men, who inspires®
God's dear prophets, and suggests al their prophecies and their mystic and heavenly words, has
honoured thisman as Hewould afriend, and has constituted him an expositor of these same oracles;
and things of which He only gave ahint by others, He made matters of full instruction by thisman’s
instrumentality; and in things which He, who isworthy of all trust, either enjoined in regal fashion,
or smply enunciated, Heimparted to this man the gift of investigating and unfolding and explaining
them: so that, if there chanced to be any one of obtuse and incredulous mind, or one again thirsting
for instruction, he might learn from this man, and in some manner be constrained to understand
and to decide for belief, and to follow God. These things, moreover, as| judge, he givesforth only
and truly by participation in the Divine Spirit: for there is need of the same power for those who
prophesy and for those who hear the prophets; and no one can rightly hear a prophet, unless the
same Spirit who prophesies bestows on him the capacity of apprehending His words. And this
principle is expressed indeed in the Holy Scriptures themselves, when it is said that only He who
shutteth openeth, and no other one whatever;?*® and what is shut is opened when the word of
inspiration explains mysteries. Now that greatest gift this man has received from God, and that
noblest of all endowments he has had bestowed upon him from heaven, that he should be an
interpreter of the oracles of God to men,*® and that he might understand the words of God, even
asif God spake them to him, and that he might recount them to men in such wise as that they may
hear them with intelligence.?®* Therefore to usthere was no forbidden subject of speech;??for there
was no matter of knowledge hidden or inaccessible to us, but we had it in our power to learn every
kind of discourse, both foreign®2 and Greek, both spiritual and political, both divine and human;
and we were permitted with all freedom to go round the whol e circle of knowledge, and investigate
it, and satisfy ourselves with al kinds of doctrines, and enjoy the sweets of intellect. And whether
it was some ancient system of truth, or whether it was something one might otherwise name that
was before us, we had in him an apparatus and a power at once admirable and full of the most

248 OTNXQV.
249 Isa. xxii. 22; Rev. iii. 7. [All these citations of the Scriptures should be noted, but specially those which prove the general
reception of the Apocalypse in the East.]

250 [A noble sentence. Ephiiii. 8, 9.]

251 The text gives w¢ dkolowotv with Voss. and Bengel. The Paris editor gives dkovovotv.
252 dppnrov.

253 Barbarian.
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beautiful views. And to speak in brief, he was truly a paradise to us after the similitude of the
paradise of God, wherein we were not set indeed to till the soil beneath us, or to make ourselves
gross with bodily nurture,®* but only to increase the acquisitions of mind with al gladness and
enjoyment,—planting, so to speak, some fair growths ourselves, or having them planted in us by
the Author of al things.

Argument XV1.—Gregory Laments His Departure Under a Threefold Comparison; Likening It to
Adam’ sDeparture Out of Paradise. To the Prodigal Son’s Abandonment of His Father’ sHouse,
AN and to the Deportation of the Jews into Babylon.

- Here, truly, isthe paradise of comfort; here are true gladness and pleasure, as we have enjoyed

them during this period which is now at its end—no short space indeed in itself, and yet al too
short if thisisreally to beits conclusion, when we depart and leave this place behind us. For | know
not what has possessed me, or what offence has been committed by me, that | should now be going
away—that | should now be put away. | know not what | should say, unlessit be that | am like a
second Adam and have begun to talk, outside of paradise. How excellent might my life be, werel|
but alistener to the addresses of my teacher, and silent myself! Would that even now | could have
learned to be mute and speechless, rather than to present this new spectacle of making the teacher
the hearer! For what concern had | with such a harangue as this? and what obligation was there
upon me to make such an address, when it became me not to depart, but to cleave fast to the place?
But these things seem like the transgressions that sprung from the pristine deceit, and the penalties
of these primeval offences still await me here. Do | not appear to myself to be disobedient®™® in
daring thus to overpass the words of God, when | ought to abide in them, and hold by them? And
inthat | withdraw, | flee from thisblessed life, even asthe primeval man fled from the face of God,
and | return to the soil from which | was taken. Therefore shall | have to eat of the soil all the days
of my life there, and | shall have to till the soil—the very soil which produces thorns and thistles
for me, that is to say, pains and reproachful anxieties—set loose as | shall be from cares that are
good and noble. And what | left behind me before, to that | now return—to the soil, asit were, from
which | came, and to my common rel ationships here below, and to my father’ s house—Ileaving the
good soil, where of old | knew not that the good fatherland lay; leaving also the relations in whom
at alater period | began to recognise the true kinsmen of my soul, and the house, too, of him who
isintruth our father, in which the father abides, and is piously honoured and revered by the genuine
sons, whose desire it also is to abide therein. But |, destitute alike of all piety and worthiness, am
going forth from the number of these, and am turning back to what is behind, and am retracing my

254 CWUATOTPOPELY TLAYVVOUEVOUG.

255 ame1beiv. Bengel and Hosschelius read dmeABeiv, withdraw.
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steps. It isrecorded that a certain son, receiving from hisfather the portion of goodsthat fell to him
proportionately with the other heir, his brother, departed, by his own determination, into a strange
country far distant from his father; and, living there in riot, he scattered his ancestral substance,
and utterly wasted it; and at last, under the pressure of want, he hired himself as a swine-herd; and
being driven to extremity by hunger, he longed to share the food given to the swine, but could not
touch it. Thus did he pay the penalty of his dissolute life, when he had to exchange his father’s
table, which was a princely one, for something he had not looked forward to—the sustenance of
swine and serfs. And we also seem to have some such fortune before us, now that we are departing,
and that, too, without the full portion that falls to us. For though we have not received all that we
ought, we are nevertheless going away, leaving behind us what is noble and dear with you and
beside you, and taking in exchange only what isinferior. For all things melancholy will now meet
us in succession,—tumult and confusion instead of peace, and an unregulated life instead of one
of tranquillity and harmony, and a hard bondage, and the slavery of market-places, and lawsuits,
and crowds, instead of this freedom; and neither pleasure nor any sort of leisure shall remain to us
for the pursuit of nobler objects. Neither shall we have to speak of the words of inspiration, but we
shall have to speak of the works of men,—a thing which has been deemed simply a bane by the
prophet,>*—and in our case, indeed, those of wicked men. And truly we shall have night in place
of day, and darkness in place of the clear light, and grief instead of the festive assembly; and in
place of afatherland, a hostile country will receive us, in which | shall have no liberty to sing my
sacred song,®’ for how could | sing it in aland strange to my soul, in which the sojourners have no
permission to approach God? but only to weep and mourn, as | call to mind the different state of
things here, if indeed even that shall be in my power. We read®® that enemies once assailed agreat
and sacred city, in which the worship of God was observed, and dragged away itsinhabitants, both
singers and prophets,®® into their own country, which was Babylon. And it is narrated that these
captives, when they were detained in the land, refused, even when asked by their conquerors, to
sing the divine song, or to play in aprofane country, and hung their harps on the willow-trees, and
wept by the rivers of Babylon. Like one of these | verily seem to myself to be, as| am cast forth
from this city, and from this sacred fatherland of mine, where both by day and by night the holy
AN laws are declared, and hymns and songs and spiritual words are heard; where also thereis perpetual

38

256 &mAoBc &pd Tig eivan vevéuotat &vSpi mpogritn. Migne refers us to Ps. xvii.

257 Ps. cxxxvii.

258 2 Kings xxiv.; Xxv.

259 BeoAbyoug, used probably of the prophets here—namely of Ezekiel, Daniel, and others carried into exile with the people.

On this usage, see Suicer’s Thesaurus, under the word 8soAdyog, where from the pseudo-Areopagite Dionysius he citesthe

sentence, Tév BeoAdywv eic, 6 Zayapiag, and again, £tépog t@v BoAdywv TelexinA.
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sunlight; where by day in waking vision® we have access to the mysteries of God, and by night
in dreams*! we are still occupied with what the soul has seen and handled in the day; and where,
in short, the inspiration of divine things prevails over al continually. From this city, | say, | am
cast forth, and borne captive to astrange land, where | shall have no power to pipe:®*?for, like these
men of old, | shall have to hang my instrument on the willows, and the rivers shall be my place of
sojourn, and | shall have to work in mud, and shall have no heart to sing hymns, even though |
remember them; yea, it may be that, through constant occupation with other subjects, | shall forget
even them, like one spoiled of memory itself. And would that, in going away, | only went away
against my will, asacaptiveiswont to do; but | go away aso of my own will, and not by constraint
of another; and by my own act | am dispossessed of this city, when it isin my option to remain in
it. Perchance, too, in leaving this place, | may be going to prosecute no safejourney, asit sometimes
fares with one who quits some safe and peaceful city; and it is indeed but too likely that, in
journeying, | may fall into the hands of robbers, and be taken prisoner, and be stripped and wounded
with many strokes, and be cast forth to lie half-dead somewhere.

Argument XVI11.—Gregory Consoles Himsalf.

But why should | utter such lamentations? There lives still the Saviour of all men, even of the
half-dead and the despoiled, the Protector and Physician for all, the Word, that sleepless Keeper
of al. We have also seeds of truth which thou hast made us know as our possession, and all that
we have received from thee,—those noble deposits of instruction, with which we take our course;
and though we weep, indeed, as those who go forth from home, we yet carry those seeds with us.
It may be, then, that the Keeper who presides over us will bear us in safety through al that shall
befall as; and it may be that we shall come yet again to thee, bringing with usthe fruitsand handfuls
yielded by these seeds, far from perfect truly, for how could they be so? but still such asalife spent

260 Thetext is, kai &G TO NAaKOV Kai TO Sinvekeg, Nuépag Unep UGV TpocoptAodviwy Toig Beiog puotnpiolg kai VUKTOG
Qv v Nuépq i8¢ te kal Empagev 1} Yoy Taig pavaciog katexouévwy . Bengel proposes Hrap for Hnep, so asto keep the
antithesis between fuépag Unap and vuktog eavtaociaig; and taking fjuépag and vuktdg as temporal genitives, he renders the
wholethus: cuminterdiu, per visa, divinisaderamus sacramentis: et noctu earumrerum, quas viderat de die atque egerat anima,
imaginibus detinebamur.

261 [“Indreams| still renew therites,” etc.—WiLLiam CROSWELL.]

262 avAgiv. The Jews had the harp, and so the word YdAAewy isused of them in the preceding. But here, in speaking of himself,
Gregory adopts the term oUte adAeiv, netibia quidem canere. Bengel supposes that the verb is changed in order to convey the
idea, that whilethe Jews only had to give up the use of instruments expressive of joyful feeling, Gregory feared he would himsel f
be unable to play even on those of amournful tone,—for in ancient times the pipe or flute was chiefly appropriated to strains of

grief and sadness.
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in civil business®™ makes it possible for us to rear, though marred indeed by a kind of faculty that
is either unapt to bear fruit altogether, or prone to bear bad fruit, but which, | trust, is one not
destined to be further misused by us, if God grants us grace.®*

Argument XVI11I.— Peroration, and Apology for the Oration.

Wherefore let me now have done with this address, which | have had the boldness to deliver
in apresence wherein boldness least became me. Y et this address is one which, | think, has aimed
heartily at signifying our thanks to the best of our ability,—for though we have had nothing to say
worthy of the subject, we could not be altogether silent,—and one, too, which has given expression
to our regrets, as those are wont to do who go abroad in separation from friends. And whether this
speech of mine may not have contained things puerile or bordering on flattery, or things offending
by excess of simplicity on the one hand, or of elaboration on the other, I know not. Of this, however,
| am clearly conscious, that at least thereisin it nothing unreal, but all that is true and genuine, in
sincerity of opinion, and in purity and integrity of judgment.

Argument X1X.—Apostropheto Origen, and Therewith the L eave-Taking, and the Urgent Utterance
of Prayer.

But, O dear soul, arise thou and offer prayer, and now dismiss us; and as by thy holy instructions
thou hast been our rescuer when we enjoyed thy fellowship, so save us till by thy prayersin our
separation. Commend us and set us constantly®® before thee in prayer. Or rather commend us
continually to that God who brought usto thee, giving thanksfor all that has been granted usin the
past, and imploring Him still to lead us by the hand in the future, and to stand ever by us, filling
our mind with the understanding of His precepts, inspiring us with the godly fear of Himself, and
vouchsafing us henceforward His choicest guidance.® For when we are gone from thee, we shall

263 [Hewas still proposing for himself alife of worldly occupation. Here turn to Origen’s counsel,—a sort of reply to this
Oration,—val. iv. p. 393, and Cave's Lives, etc., vol. i. p. 400.]

264 Thetext is, SiepBapuévac pev tfj duvduet, i dkdpnw A KaKOKEPTW TV, U] Kal TpocdiapOapnoouévn 8¢ map’ U@V, Etc.
Bengel reads uév to for pev tfj, and takes pr| kai as = utinam ne.

265 napadidov kal mapatifeco.

266 guparrovta Auiv tov Belov @dPov adtod, tardaywyov dpiotov écduevov. The Latin version makes the és6uevov refer
to the @dPov: divinumque nobis timorem suum, optimum paedagogum immittens, = and inspiring with the godly fear of Himself

as our choicest guide.
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not have the same liberty for obeying Him as was ours when we were with thee.®” Pray, therefore,
.k that some encouragement may be conveyed to us from Him when we lose thy presence, and that
39 He may send us agood conductor, some angel to be our comrade on the way. And entreat Him also
to turn our course, for that is the one thing which above all else will effectually comfort us, and

bring us back to thee again.

Elucidations.

NEALE, in his valuable work,?® does full justice to Dionysius, whose life is twinned with
Gregory’s; but he seemsto me most unaccountably to slight the truly great and commanding genius
of Gregory. | take opportunity, then, to direct attention to Neal€'s candid, and, on the whole,
favourable view of Origen; but it grieves me whenever | see in critics a manifest inability to put
themselves back into the times of which they write, as | think is the case, not infrequently, even
with Dr. Neale. Thefigure of thisgrand ornament of the mighty patriarchate and school of Alexandria
is colossal.® His geniusis Titanic, and has left all Christendom profoundly his debtor to this day,
by the variety of hiswork and the versatility of his speech and pen. Doubtlessthe youthful Gregory’s
panegyric does contain, as he himself suggests, much that is“puerile or bordering on flattery;” but,
as he protests with transparent truthfulness, “thereis nothing in it unreal.” It shines with “sincerity
of thought and integrity of judgment.” And as such, what a portrait it presents us of the love and
patient effort of this lifelong confessor! Let me commend this example to professors of theology
generaly. All can learn from it the power of sweetness and love, united with holiness of purpose,
to stamp the minds and the characters of youth with the divine “image and superscription.”

But, as to the sharpness of modern censures upon Origen’ s conspicuous faults, | must suggest
three important considerations, which should be applied to all the Ante-Nicene doctors. (1) How
could they who were working out the formulas of orthodoxy, be expected to use phrases with the
skill and precision which became necessary only after the great Synodical period had embodied
them in clear, dogmatic statements? (2) How could the active intellect of an Origen have failed to

267 00 y&p €V Tfj peta 6ol éAevbepia kal dneABévteg Uakovoouev abT®. Bengel paraphrasesit thus: hac libertate qusetecum
est carebo digressus; quare vereor ut Deo posthac paream, ni timore saltem munitus fuero.[He may probably have been only a
catechumen at this period. This peroration favours the suspicion.]

268 The Patriarchate of Alexandria, London, 1847.

269 The ultimate influence of the school itself, Neale pronounces “an enigma’ (vol. i. p. 38).
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make great mistakes in such an immensity of labours and such a variety of works? (3) If, in our
own day, we indulge speculative mindsin large liberties so long as they never make shipwreck of
the faith, how much more should we deem them excusable who were unable to consult libraries of
well-digested thought, and to employ, as we do, the accumulated wealth of fifty generations of
believers, whenever we are called to the solemn responsibility of impressing our convictions upon
others? The conclusion of Dr. Neal€' s review of Origen balances the praise and blame accorded to
him by those nearest to histimes;?” but let us reflect upon the painful conflicts of those times, and
upon the pressure under which, to justify their own positions, they were often forced to object to
any error glorified by even the apparent patronage of Origen.

Part I|.—Dubious or Spurious Writings.

A Sectiona Confession of Faith.2

Most hostile and alien to the Apostolic Confession are those who speak of the Son as assumed
to Himself by the Father out of nothing, and from an emanational origin;*? and those who hold the
same sentiments with respect to the Holy Spirit; those who say that the Son is constituted divine
by gift and grace, and that the Holy Spirit is made holy; those who regard the name of the Son as
one common to servants, and assert that thus He is the first-born of the creature, as becoming, like
the creature, existent out of non-existence, and as being first made, and who refuse to admit that

270 Vol.i.p. 33.

271 Edited in Latin by Gerardus Vossius, Opp. Greg. Thaum., Paris, 1662, in fol.; given in Greek from the Codex V aticanus
by Cardinal Mai, Script. Vet., vii. p. 170. Vossius has the following argument: Thisis a second Confession of Faith, and one
widely different from the former, which thisgreat Gregory of oursreceived by revelation. This seems, however, to be designated
an €keoig tiig katd pépog miotewg, either because it records and expounds the matters of the faith only in part, or because the
Creedisexplained init by parts. The Jesuit theologian Franc. Torrensis (theinterpreter and scholiast of this £k0eo1¢) has, however,
rendered the phrase 1] katd pépog niotig, by the Latin fides non universa sed in parte. And here we have a fides non universa
sed in parte, according to him,—a creed not of all the dogmas of the Church, but only of some in opposition to the heretics who
deny them. [The better view.]

22 o1 TOV Yidv &€ obk Svtwv kal dmooteANopévng dpxfic eivat émiktntov Aéyovreg t¢ Matpi. [Note, Exucontians = Arians.]
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He is the only-begotten Son,—the only One that the Father has, and that He has given Himself to
be reckoned in the number of mortals, and is thus reckoned first-born; those who circumscribe the
generation of the Son by the Father with a measured interval after the fashion of man, and refuse
to acknowledge that the aeon of the Begetter and that of the Begotten are without beginning; those
who introduce three separate and diverse systems of divine worship,?® whereas there is but one
form of legitimate service which we have received of old from the law and the prophets, and which
has been confirmed by the Lord and preached by the apostles. Nor less alienated from the true
confession are those who hold not the doctrine of the Trinity according to truth, as a relation
consisting of three persons, but impiously conceiveit asimplying atriple being in aunity (Monad),
formed in the way of synthesis?” and think that the Son is the wisdom in God, in the same manner
as the human wisdom subsists in man whereby the man is wise, and represent the Word as being
simply like the word which we utter or conceive, without any hypostasis whatever.

But the Church’s Confession, and the Creed that brings salvation to the world, is that which
deals with the incarnation of the Word, and bears that He gave Himself over to the flesh of man
which He acquired of Mary, while yet He conserved His own identity, and sustained no divine
transposition or mutation, but was brought into conjunction with the flesh after the similitude of
man; so that the flesh was made one with the divinity, the divinity having assumed the capacity of
receiving thefleshin thefulfilling of the mystery. And after the dissol ution of death there remained
to the holy flesh aperpetual impassibility and achangelessimmortality, man’ soriginal glory being
taken up into it again by the power of the divinity, and being ministered then to all men by the
appropriation of faith.2”

If, then, there are any here, too, who falsify the holy faith, either by attributing to the divinity
as its own what belongs to the humanity—jprogressions,?” and passions, and a glory coming with

273 dxotvwvriToug Kal Eévac elodyovteg Aatpeiag.
274 £V novddt to tpimAodv doefd¢ katd oUVOeDV.
275 £V Tf] TloTEWG OIKELWOEL.

276 TPOKOTLAG.
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accession?”—or by separating from the divinity the progressive and passible body, asif subsisted

of itself apart,—these persons also are outside the confession of the Church and of salvation. No

AN one, therefore, can know God unless he apprehends the Son; for the Son is the wisdom by whose

41 instrumentality all things have been created; and these created objects declare this wisdom, and

God is recognised in the wisdom. But the wisdom of God is not anything similar to the wisdom

which man possesses, but it isthe perfect wisdom which proceeds from the perfect God, and abides

for ever, not like the thought of man, which passes from him in the word that is spoken and

(straightway) ceases to be. Whereforeit is not wisdom only, but also God; nor isit Word only, but

also Son. And whether, then, one discerns God through creation, or is taught to know Him by the

Holy Scriptures, itisimpossible either to apprehend Him or to learn of Him apart from Hiswisdom.

And he who calls upon God rightly, calls on Him through the Son; and he who approachesHim in

atrue fellowship, comesto Him through Christ. Moreover, the Son Himself cannot be approached

apart from the Spirit. For the Spirit is both the life and the holy formation of all things;?”® and God
sending forth this Spirit through the Son makes the creature? like Himself.

V.

Onethereforeis God the Father, one the Word, one the Spirit, the life, the sanctification of all.
And neither isthere another God as Father,? nor isthere another Son as Word of God, nor isthere
another Spirit as quickening and sanctifying. Further, although the saints are called both gods, and
sons, and spirits, they are neither filled with the Spirit, nor are made like the Son and God. And if,
then, any one makes this affirmation, that the Son is God, simply as being Himself filled with
divinity, and not as being generated of divinity, he has belied the Word, he has belied the Wisdom,
he haslost the knowledge of God; he hasfallen away into the worship of the creature, he hastaken
up theimpiety of the Greeks, to that he has gone back; and he has become afollower of the unbelief
of the Jews, who, supposing the Word of God to be but a human son, have refused to accept Him
as God, and have declined to acknowledge Him as the Son of God. But it isimpiousto think of the
Word of God as merely human, and to think of the works which are done by Him as abiding, while
He abides not Himself. And if any one saysthat the Christ works all things only as commanded by
the Word, hewill both makethe Word of God idle,®!* and will changethe Lord’ sorder into servitude.

27 d6&av v myvopévnv.
278 HOpPwalg TV CAwV.

279 TNV Ktiow.

280 oUte O@€0¢ £tepog wg Mathp.
281 Gpydv.
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For the dave is one atogether under command, and the created is not competent to create; for to
suppose that what isitself created may in like manner create other things, would imply that it has
ceased to be like the creature.®

V.

Again, when one speaks of the Holy Spirit as an object made holy,?? he will no longer be able
to apprehend all things as being sanctified in (the) Spirit. For he who has sanctified one, sanctifies
all things. That man, consequently, beliesthe fountain of sanctification, the Holy Spirit, who denudes
Him of the power of sanctifying, and he will thus be precluded from numbering Him with the Father
and the Son; he makes nought, too, of the holy (ordinance of) baptism, and will no more be able
to acknowledge the holy and august Trinity.* For either we must apprehend the perfect Trinity?*
initsnatural and genuineglory, or we shall be under the necessity of speaking no more of aTrinity,
but only of a Unity;?® or else, not numbering®’ created objects with the Creator, nor the creatures
with the Lord of all, we must also not number what is sanctified with what sanctifies; even as no
object that is made can be numbered with the Trinity, but in the name of the Holy Trinity baptism
and invocation and worship are administered. For if there are three severa glories, there must also
be three severa forms of cultus with those who impiously worship the creature; for if thereisa
distinction in the nature of the objects worshipped, there ought to be also with these men adistinction
in the nature of the worship offered. What is recent® surely is not to be worshipped along with
what is eternal; for the recent comprehends all that has had a beginning, while mighty and
measurelessis He who is before the ages. He, therefore, who supposes some beginning of timesin
the life of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, therewith also cuts off any possibility of numbering the
Son and the Spirit with the Father. For as we acknowledge the glory to be one, so ought we also to
acknowledge the substance in the Godhead to be one, and one also the eternity of the Trinity.

282 This seemsthe idea in the sentence, o0 yap £€icwodfioetal T ktiopatt adTod kat ovdEva Tpdmov, IV’ w¢ U ékelvou

£xtiotat, oUtw Kal adtod Ktion T dAAa.
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VI.

Moreover, the capital element of our salvation is the incarnation of the Word. We believe,

N therefore, that it was without any changein the Divinity that the incarnation of the Word took place
with a view to the renewa of humanity. For there took place neither mutation nor transposition,
nor any circumscription in will, % as regards the holy energy*° of God; but while that remained in

itself the same, it al so effected the work of theincarnation with aview to the salvation of theworld:

and the Word of God, living®! on earth after man’s fashion, maintained likewise in all the divine
presence, fulfilling all things, and being united®? properly and individually with flesh; and while

the sensibilities proper to the flesh were there, the divine energy maintained the impassibility proper

to itself. Impious, therefore, is the man who introduces the passibility?® into the energy. For the

Lord of glory appeared in fashion as aman when He undertook the economy?* upon the earth; and
Hefulfilled the law for men by Hisdeeds, and by His sufferings He did away with man’ s sufferings,

and by His death He abolished death, and by his resurrection He brought life to light; and now we

look for His appearing from heaven in glory for the life and judgment of all, when the resurrection

of the dead shall take place, to the end that recompense may be madeto all according to their desert.

VII.

But some treat the Holy Trinity®* in an awful manner, when they confidently assert that there
are not three persons, and introduce (the idea of) a person devoid of subsistence.®® Wherefore we
clear ourselves of Sabellius, who says that the Father and the Son are the same. For he holds that
the Father is He who speaks, and that the Son is the Word that abides in the Father, and becomes
manifest at the time of the creation,®” and thereafter reverts to God on the fulfilling of all things.
The same affirmation he makes also of the Spirit. We forswear this, because we believe that three
persons—namely, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—are declared to possess the one Godhead: for the
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one divinity showing itself forth according to nature in the Trinity?*® establishes the oneness of the
nature; and thusthereisa (divinity that isthe) property of the Father, according to theword, “ There
isone God the Father;”?*° and thereisadivinity hereditary®*® in the Son, asit iswritten, “The Word
was God;”*** and there isa divinity present according to nature in the Spirit—to wit, what subsists
as the Spirit of God—according to Paul’ s statement, “Y e are the temple of God, and the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you.” 3%

VIII.

Now the person in each declares the independent being and subsistence.® But divinity is the
property of the Father; and whenever the divinity of these three is spoken of as one, testimony is
borne that the property®* of the Father belongs also to the Son and the Spirit: wherefore, if the
divinity may be spoken of as one in three persons, the trinity is established, and the unity is not
dissevered; and the oneness which is naturally the Father’s is al'so acknowledged to be the Son’s
and the Spirit’s. If one, however, speaks of one person as he may speak of one divinity, it cannot
be that the two in the one are as one.*® For Paul addresses the Father as one in respect of divinity,
and speaks of the Son as one in respect of lordship: “There is one God the Father, of whom are all
things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him.”3%
Wherefore if there is one God, and one Lord, and at the same time one person as one divinity in
one lordship,*” how can credit be given to (thisdistinction in) thewords“of whom” and “ by whom,”
as has been said before? We speak, accordingly, not asif we separated the lordship from the divinity,
nor as estranging the one from the other, but as unifying them in the way warranted by actual fact
and truth; and we call the Son God with the property of the Father,*® as being His image and
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offspring; and we call the Father Lord, addressing Him by the name of the One Lord, as being His
Origin and Begettor.

IX.

The same position we hold respecting the Spirit, who has that unity with the Son which the Son
has with the Father. Wherefore let the hypostasis of the Father be discriminated by the appellation
of God; but let not the Son be cut off from this appellation, for Heis of God. Again, let the person
of the Son also be discriminated by the appellation of Lord; only let not God be dissociated from
that, for He is Lord as being the Father of the Lord. And as it is proper to the Son to exercise
lordship, for He it is that made (all things) by Himself, and now rules the things that were made,
while at the same time the Father has a prior possession of that property, inasmuch as He is the
Father of Him who is Lord; so we speak of the Trinity as One God, and yet not as if we made the
one by asynthesisof three: for the subsistence that is constituted by synthesisis something atogether
partitive and imperfect.*® But just as the designation Father is the expression of originality and
generation, so the designation Son isthe expression of theimage and offspring of the Father. Hence,
if onewereto ask how thereisbut One God, if thereisalso aGod of God, we would reply that that
is aterm proper to the idea of original causation,®? so far as the Father is the one First Cause.®"
And if one were aso to put the question, how there is but One Lord, if the Father also isLord, we
might answer that again by saying that He is so in so far as He is the Father of the Lord; and this
difficulty shall meet us no longer.

X.

And again, if the impious say, How will there not be three Gods and three Persons, on the
supposition that they have one and the same divinity?>—we shall reply: Just because God is the
Cause and Father of the Son; and this Son is the image and offspring of the Father, and not His
brother; and the Spirit in like manner isthe Spirit of God, asit iswritten, “God is a Spirit.”3> And
in earlier times we have this declaration from the prophet David: “By the word of the Lord were
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the heavens stablished, and all the power of them by the breath (spirit) of His mouth.”*** And in
the beginning of the book of the creation® it is written thus: “And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters.”** And Paul in his Epistle to the Romans says: “But ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you.”**® And again he says: “But if the Spirit
of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.”3” And again: “Asmany asare
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”®* And
again: “| say the truth in Christ, | lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy
Ghost.”®* And again: “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, by the power of the Holy Ghost.” 3%

XI.

And again, writing to those same Romans, he says: “But | have written the more boldly unto
you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, that |
should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the Gospel of God, that the
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptabl e, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. | havetherefore
whereof | may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. For | dare not to
speak of any of those thingswhich Christ hath not wrought by me,*? to make the Gentiles obedient,
by word and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Holy Spirit.”*2? And
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again: “Now | beseech you, brethren, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and by the love of the
Spirit.” ¥ And these things, indeed, are written in the Epistle to the Romans.®**

XII.

Again, in the Epistle to the Corinthians he says:. “For my speech and my preaching was not in
the enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”*** And again he says: “As
it iswritten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that |ove Him. But God hath reveal ed them unto usby His Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things
of aman, save the spirit of man which isin him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God.”*?® And again he says: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God.”*#

X111,

Seest thou that all through Scripture the Spirit is preached, and yet nowhere named a creature?

N\ And what can the impious have to say if the Lord sends forth His disciples to baptize in the name
44 of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?#® Without contradiction, that implies a
communion and unity between them, according to which there are neither three divinities nor (three)
lordships; but, while there remain truly and certainly the three persons, the real unity of the three

must be acknowledged. And in this way proper credit will be given to the sending and the being

sent*® (in the Godhead), according to which the Father hath sent forth the Son, and the Sonin like
manner sends forth the Spirit. For one of the persons surely could not (be said to) send Himself;

and one could not speak of the Father asincarnate. For the articles of our faith will not concur with
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the vicioustenets of the heresies; and it isright that our conceptions should follow the inspired and
apostolic doctrines, and not that our impotent fancies should coerce the articles of our divine faith.

XIV.

But if they say, How can there be three Persons, and how but one Divinity?—we shall make
thisreply: That there are indeed three persons, inasmuch as there is one person of God the Father,
and one of the Lord the Son, and one of the Holy Spirit; and yet that there is but one divinity,
inasmuch as the Son is the Image of God the Father, who is One,—that is, He is God of God; and
in like manner the Spirit is called the Spirit of God, and that, too, of nature according to the very
substance,*>* and not according to simple participation of God. And there is one substance®! in the
Trinity, which doesnot subsist also in the case of objectsthat are made; for thereis not one substance
in God and in the things that are made, because none of these is in substance God. Nor, indeed, is
the Lord one of these according to substance, but there is one Lord the Son, and one Holy Spirit;
and we speak aso of one Divinity, and one Lordship, and one Sanctity in the Trinity; because the
Father is the Cause®? of the Lord, having begotten Him eternally, and the Lord is the Prototype®®
of the Spirit. For thus the Father is Lord, and the Son also is God; and of God it is said that “ God
isa Spirit.” 3

XV.

We therefore acknowledge one true God, the one First Cause, and one Son, very God of very
God, possessing of nature the Father’ s divinity,—that is to say, being the same in substance with
the Father;** and one Holy Spirit, who by nature and in truth sanctifies all, and makes divine, as
being of the substance of God.** Those who speak either of the Son or of the Holy Spirit as a
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creature we anathematize. All other thingswe hold to be objects made, and in subjection,*” created
by God through the Son, (and) sanctified in the Holy Spirit. Further, we acknowledge that the Son
of God was made a Son of man, having taken to Himself the flesh from the Virgin Mary, not in
name, but in reality; and that He is both the perfect Son of God, and the (perfect) Son of man,—that
the Person is but one, and that there is one worship*® for the Word and the flesh that He assumed.
And we anathematize those who constitute different worships, one for the divine and another for
the human, and who worship the man born of Mary as though He were another than the God of
God. For we know that “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.”** And we worship Him who was made man on account of our salvation, not indeed as
made perfectly like in the like body,*° but as the Lord who has taken to Himself the form of the
servant. We acknowledge the passion of the Lord in the flesh, the resurrection in the power of His
divinity, the ascension to heaven, and His glorious appearing when He comes for the judgment of
the living and the dead, and for the eternal life of the saints.

XVI.

And since some have given us trouble by attempting to subvert our faith in our Lord Jesus

Christ, and by affirming of Him that He was not God incarnated, but a man linked with God; for

this reason we present our confession on the subject of the aforementioned matters of faith, and
reject the faithless dogmas opposed thereto. For God, having been incarnated in the flesh of man,
retains also His proper energy pure, possessing a mind unsubjected by the natural®** and fleshly
affections, and holding the flesh and the fleshly motions divinely and sinlessly, and not only
unmastered by the power of death, but even destroying death. And it is the true God unincarnate

that has appeared incarnate, the perfect One with the genuine and divine perfection; and in Him

there are not two persons. Nor do we affirm that there are four to worship, viz., God and the Son

AN of God, and man and the Holy Spirit. Wherefore we al so anathemati ze those who show their impiety
45 in this, and who thus give the man a place in the divine doxology. For we hold that the Word of
God was made man on account of our salvation, in order that we might receive the likeness of the
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heavenly, and be made divine*? after the likeness of Him who is the true Son of God by nature,
and the Son of man according to the flesh, our Lord Jesus Christ.

XVII.

We believe therefore in one God, that is, in one First Cause, the God of the law and of the
Gospel, the just and good; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, true God, that is, Image of the true God,
Maker of al things seen and unseen, Son of God and only-begotten Offspring, and Eternal Word,
living and self-subsistent and active,*® always being with the Father; and in one Holy Spirit; and
inthe glorious advent of the Son of God, who of the Virgin Mary took flesh, and endured sufferings
and death in our stead, and came to resurrection on the third day, and was taken up to heaven; and
in His glorious appearing yet to come; and in one holy Church, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the flesh, and life eternal.

XVIII.

We acknowledge that the Son and the Spirit are consubstantial with the Father, and that the
substance of the Trinity is one,—that is, that there is one divinity according to nature, the Father
remaining unbegotten, and the Son being begotten of the Father in a true generation, and not in a
formation by will ** and the Spirit being sent forth eternally from the substance of the Father through
the Son, with power to sanctify the whole creation. And we further acknowledge that the Word
was made flesh, and was manifested in the flesh-movement®** received of a virgin, and did not
simply energizein aman. And those who have fellowship with men that reject the consubstantiality
as a doctrine foreign to the Scriptures, and speak of any of the persons in the Trinity as created,
and separate that person from the one natural divinity, we hold as aliens, and have fellowship with
none such.>* There is one God the Father, and there is only one divinity. But the Son also is God,
as being the true image of the one and only divinity, according to generation and the nature which
He hasfrom the Father. Thereisone Lord the Son; but in like manner there isthe Spirit, who bears
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over*” the Son’ s lordship to the creature that is sanctified. The Son sojourned in the world, having
of the Virgin received flesh, which He filled with the Holy Spirit for the sanctification of us all;
and having given up the flesh to death, He destroyed death through the resurrection that had in
view theresurrection of usall; and He ascended to heaven, exalting and glorifying men in Himself;
and He comes the second time to bring us again eterna life.

XIX.

One is the Son, both before the incarnation and after the incarnation. The same (Son) is both
man and God, both these together as though one; and the God the Word is not one person, and the
man Jesus another person, but the same who subsisted as Son before was made one with flesh by
Mary, so congtituting Himself a perfect, and holy, and sinless man, and using that economical
position for the renewal of mankind and the salvation of all theworld. God the Father, being Himself
the perfect Person, has thus the perfect Word begotten of Him truly, not as aword that is spoken,
nor yet again as a son by adoption, in the sense in which angels and men are called sons of God,
but as a Son who is in nature God. And there is also the perfect Holy Spirit supplied®® of God
through the Son to the sons of adoption, living and life-giving, holy and imparting holinessto those
who partake of Him,—not like an unsubstantial breath** breathed into them by man, but as the
living Breath proceeding from God. Wherefore the Trinity is to be adored, to be glorified, to be
honoured, and to be reverenced; the Father being apprehended in the Son even as the Son is of
Him, and the Son being glorifiedin the Father, inasmuch asHeis of the Father, and being manifested
in the Holy Spirit to the sanctified.

XX.

And that the holy Trinity is to be worshipped without either separation or alienation, is taught
us by Paul, who saysin his Second Epistle to the Corinthians: “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you al.”*° And again, in that
epistle he makes this explanation: “Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
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anointed us, is God, who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”*!
And still more clearly he writes thus in the same epistle: “When Moses is read, the veil is upon
AN their heart. Neverthelesswhen it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away. Now the Lord
46 isthat Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, thereisliberty. But we all with open face beholding
asin aglassthe glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as

by the Spirit of the Lord.”**?

XXI.

And again Paul says. “ That mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now He that hath wrought
usfor the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto usthe earnest of the Spirit.”** And again
he says. “Approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in
necessities,”** and so forth. Then he adds these words: “By kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God.”** Behold here again the saint has defined
the holy Trinity, naming God, and the Word, and the Holy Ghost. And again he says. “Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy.”**® And again: “But ye are washed, but ye are justified in
the name of our Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”*” And again: “What! know ye not that
your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God?'*® “And |
think also that | have the Spirit of God.”**®

XXII.

And again, speaking also of the children of Israel as baptized in the cloud and in the sea, he
says. “And they all drank of the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
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followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”** And again he says. “Wherefore| giveyou to understand,
that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God which worketh al in al. But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. For to oneisgiven by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts
of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will.
For asthe body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many,
are one body; so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.”** And again
he says: “For if he who comes preaches another Christ whom we have not preached, or yereceive
another spirit that ye have received not, or another gospel which ye have not obtained, ye will
rightly be kept back.” 3%

XXIIH.

Seest thou that the Spirit isinseparable from the divinity? And no one with pious apprehensions
could fancy that He is a creature. Moreover, in the Epistle to the Hebrews he writes again thus:
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him; God also bearing them witness, both
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost?’** And again he
says in the same epistle: “Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, Today, if ye will hear His voice,
harden not your hearts, asin the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness; when your
fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore | was grieved with that
generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; for®** they have not known my ways: as |
sware in my wrath, that they should not enter into my rest.”** And there, too, they ought to give
ear to Paul, for he by no means separates the Holy Spirit from the divinity of the Father and the
Son, but clearly sets forth the discourse of the Holy Ghost as one from the person of the Father,

360 1Cor. x. 4.

361 1 Cor. xii. 3-13.

362 KaA@q av eixeode. Referring perhapsto Gal. i. 8, 9.
363 Heb. ii. 3, 4.

364 a6t

365 Heb. iii. 7-11.
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and thus as given expression t0**¢ by God, just as it has been represented in the before-mentioned
sayings. Wherefore the holy Trinity isbelieved to be one God, in accordance with these testimonies
of Holy Scripture; abeit al through the inspired Scriptures numberless announcements are supplied
us, all confirmatory of the apostolic and ecclesiastical faith.

N A Fragment of the Same Declaration of Faith, Accompanied by Glosses.®*"—From Gregory
47 Thaumaturgus, as They Say, in His Sectional Confession of Faith.

To maintain two natures®® in the one Christ, makes a Tetrad of the Trinity, says he; for he
expressed himself thus: “And it is the true God, the unincarnate, that was manifested in the flesh,
perfect with the true and divine perfection, not with two natures; nor do we speak of worshipping
four (persons), viz., God, and the Son of God, and man, and the Holy Spirit.” First, however, this
passage is misapprehended, and is of very doubtful import. Nevertheless it bears that we should
not speak of two personsin Christ, lest, by thus acknowledging Him as God, and asin the perfect
divinity, and yet speaking of two persons, we should make a Tetrad of the divine persons, counting
that of God the Father as one, and that of the Son of God as one, and that of the man as one, and
that of the Holy Spirit as one. But, again, it bears also against recognising two divine natures,®*°
and rather for acknowledging Him to be perfect God in one natural divine perfection, and not in
two; for his object is to show that He became incarnate without change, and that He retains the
divinity without duplication.® Accordingly he says shortly: “ And while the affections of the flesh
spring, the energy®™ retains the impassibility proper to it. He, therefore, who introduces the (idea
of) passion into the energy is impious; for it was the Lord of glory that appeared in human form,
having taken to Himself the human economy.”

Elucidations.
366 elpnuévny.
367 From the book against the Monophysites by Leontius of Jerusalem, in Mai, Script. Vet., vol. vii. p. 147.
368 @UoELG.
369 @UoELG.
370 adimAacidoTwe.
an dovapg.
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(The minister...to the Gentiles, p. 43.)

IF St. Peter had been at Rome, St. Paul would not have come there (2 Cor. x. 16). The two
apostles had each his jurisdiction, and they kept to their own “line of things’ respectively. How,
then, came St. Peter to visit Rome? The answer isclear: unless he cameinvoluntarily, asaprisoner,
he cameto look after the Church of the Circumcision,*? which was“in hismeasure;” and doubtless
St. Paul urged him to this, the Hebrew Christians there being so large a proportion of the Church.
St. Peter came “ at the close of hislife,” doubtless attended by an apostolic companion, as St. Paul
was, and Barnabas also (Acts xv. 39, 40). Linus probably laboured for St. Paul (in prison) among
the Gentile Romans,*” and Cletus for St. Peter among Jewish Christians. St. Peter survived all his
martyred associates, and left Clement in charge of the whole Church. This most probable theory
squareswith all known facts, and reconciles all difficulties. Clement, then, wasfirst bishop of Rome
(A.p. 65); and so says Tertullian, vol. iii. p. 258, note 9.

That compendious but superficial little work, Smith’s History of the First Ten Centuries,*™
justly censures as “misleading” the usage, which it yet keeps up, of calling the early bishops of
Rome “Popes.”*”* The same author utterly misunderstands Cyprian’s references to Rome as “a
principal cathedra,” “aroot and matrix,” etc.; importing into the indefinite Latin a definite article.
Cyprian applies a similar principle, after his master Tertullian (vol. iii. p. 260, this series), to all
the Apostolic Sees, the matrices of Christian churches.

E On the Trinity.

Fragment from the Discourse.®®

372 Origin says so, expressly. See Cave, Lives, i. p. 230.

373 2Tim. iv. 21.

374 The Student’s Eccl. Hist., London, 1878.

375 It accepts the statement that the earliest application of thisterm, by way of eminence, to the Bishop of Rome, isfound in

Evnodius of Pavia, circa a.p. 500. Robertson, vol. i. p. 560.
376 Mai, Spicil. Rom,, val. iii. p. 696, from the Arabic Codex, 101.
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GREGORY THAUMATURGUS, Bishop of Neo-Caesareia in Pontus,®*” near successor of the apostles,
in his discourse on the Trinity, speaks thus.—

| see in al three essentials—substance, genus, name. We speak of man, servant, curator
(curatorem),—man, by reason of substance; servant, by reason of genus or condition; curator, by
reason of denomination. We speak also of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: these, however, are not
names which have only supervened at some after period, but they are subsistences. Again, the
denomination of man isnot in actual fact a denomination, but a substance common to men, and is
the denomination proper to al men. Moreover, names are such as these—Adam, Abraham, | saac,
Jacob: these, | say, are names. But the Divine Persons are names indeed: and the names are till
the persons; and the persons then signify that which is and subsists,—which is the essence of God.
The name also of the nature signifies subsistence;*® as if we should speak of the man. All (the
persons) are one nature, one essence, one will, and are called the Holy Trinity; and these also are
names subsi stent, one nature in three persons, and one genus. But the person of the Son iscomposite
in its oneness (unita est), being one made up of two, that is, of divinity and humanity together,
which two constitute one. Y et the divinity does not consequently receive any increment, but the
Trinity remains as it was. Nor does anything new befall the persons even or the names, but these
are eternal and without time. No one, however, was sufficient to know these until the Son being
made flesh manifested them, saying: “Father, | have manifested Thy name to men; glorify Thou
me al so, that they may know me as Thy Son.” 3" And on the mount the Father spake, and said, “This
is my beloved Son.”* And the same sent His Holy Spirit at the Jordan. And thus it was declared
to us that there is an Eternal Trinity in equal honour. Besides, the generation of the Son by the
Father is incomprehensible and ineffable; and because it is spiritua, its investigation becomes
impracticable: for aspiritual object can neither be understood nor traced by a corporeal object, for
that is far removed from human nature. We men know indeed the generation proper to us, as also
that of other objects; but a spiritual matter is above human condition, neither can it in any manner
be understood by the minds of men. Spiritual substance can neither perish nor be dissolved; ours,
however, asis easy to understand, perishes and is dissolved. How, indeed, could it be possible for
man, who is limited on six sides—by east, west, south, north, deep, and sky—understand a matter
which is above the skies, which is beneath the deeps, which stretches beyond the north and south,
and which is present in every place, and fills all vacuity? But if, indeed, we are able to scrutinize
spiritual substance, its excellence truly would be undone. Let us consider what isdonein our body;
and, furthermore, let us see whether it isin our power to ascertain in what manner thoughts are
born of the heart, and words of the tongue, and the like. Now, if we can by no means apprehend

377 The Arabic Codex reads falsely, Caesarese Cappadocise

378 Or, the name signifies the subsistence of the nature—Nomen quogue naturaesignificat subsistentiam.
379 John xvii. 6.

380 Matt. iii. 17.

86


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.John.17.html#John.17.6
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Matt.3.html#Matt.3.17

ANFO06. Fathers of the Third Century: Gregory Thaumaturgus, Philip Schaff
Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, and Minor
Writers, Methodius, Arnobius

things that are done in ourselves, how could it ever be that we should understand the mystery of
the uncreated Creator, which goes beyond every mind? Assuredly, if this mystery were one that
could be penetrated by man, the inspired John would by no means have affirmed this: “No man
hath seen God at any time.” *¥! He then, whom no man hath seen at any time,—whom can we reckon
Him to resemble, so that thereby we should understand His generation? And we, indeed, without
ambiguity apprehend that our soul dwellsin usin union with the body; but still, who has ever seen
his own soul? who has been able to discern its conjunction with his body? Thisone thing is all we
AN know certainly, that there is a soul within us conjoined with the body. Thus, then, we reason and
49 believethat the Word is begotten by the Father, albeit we neither possess nor know the clear rationale
of the fact. The Word Himself is before every creature—eternal from the Eternal, like spring from
spring, and light from light. The vocable Word, indeed, belongs to those three genera of words
which are named in Scripture, and which are not substantial,—namely, the word conceived,*? the
word uttered,*? and the word articulated.®* The word conceived, certainly, is not substantial. The
word uttered, again, isthat voice which the prophets hear from God, or the prophetic speech itself;
and even thisis not substantial. And, lastly, the word articulated is the speech of man formed forth
in air (aére efformatus), composed of terms, which aso is not substantial .** But the Word of God
is substantial, endowed with an exalted and enduring nature, and is eternal with Himself, and is
inseparable from Him, and can never fall away, but shall remain in an everlasting union. ThisWord
created heaven and earth, and in Him were all things made. He is the arm and the power of God,
never to be separated from the Father, in virtue of an indivisible nature, and, together with the
Father, He is without beginning. This Word took our substance of the Virgin Mary; and in so far
as Heis spiritual indeed, He isindivisibly equal with the Father; but in so far as He is corporeal,
Heisin like manner inseparably equal with us. And, again, in so far as Heis spiritual, He supplies
in the same equality (asquiparat) the Holy Spirit, inseparably and without limit. Neither were there
two natures, but only one nature of the Holy Trinity before the incarnation of the Word, the Son;
and the nature of the Trinity remained one aso after the incarnation of the Son. But if any one,
moreover, believes that any increment has been given to the Trinity by reason of the assumption
of humanity by the Word, heisan aien from us, and from the ministry of the Catholic and Apostolic
Church. This is the perfect, holy, Apostolic faith of the holy God. Praise to the Holy Trinity for
ever through the ages of the ages. Amen.

381 Johni. 18.

382 76 Kat #vvolav.

383 TPOPOPIKGV.

384 GpOpikoVv.

385 On these terms, consult the Greek Fathersin Petavius, de Trin., book vi. [See Elucidation below.]
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Elucidation.

Petavius, to whom the trandlator refers his readers, may be trusted in points where he has no
theory of his own to sustain, but must always be accepted with caution. The Greek Fathersin this
very series, from Justin®® onward, enable us to put the later terminology to the test of earlier

exposition (see examplesin the notesto the Praxeas of Tertullian, and consult Dr. Holmes' valuable
note embodied in my elucidations).® We may go back to Theophilus for the distinction between
the évdiabetoc and the mpogopikdg , the immanent and the uttered Word.**® Compare Tertullian,
also, against Marcion.® Evidences, therefore, are abundant and archaic, indeed, to prove that the
Ante-Nicene Fathers, with those of the Nicene and the Post-Nicene periods, were of one mind, and
virtually of one voice.

E Twelve Topics on the Faith.
50
Wherein is Given Also the Formula of Excommunication, and an Explication is Subjoined to
Ea:h.SQO
Topicl.

IF any one saysthat the body of Christ isuncreated, and refuses to acknowledge that He, being
the uncreated Word (God) of God, took the flesh of created humanity and appeared incarnate, even
asit iswritten, let him be anathema

Explication.

386 Vol.i. pp. 164, 166, 170, 178, 190-193, 263, 272; Irenaaus, Ibid., 468, 546, etc.

387 Vol. iii. p. 628. Compare (same volume) notes 15, p. 602, and 1, p. 604.

388 Vol. ii. p. 98, notes 1, 2; also p. 103, note 5.

389 Vol. iii. p. 299, note 19.

390 Works of Grester, vol. xv. p. 434, Ratisbon, 1741, in fol., from a manuscript codex.
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How could the body be said to be uncreated? For the uncreated isthe passionless, invulnerable,
intangible. But Christ, on rising from the dead, showed His disciples the print of the nails and the
wound made by the spear, and a body that could be handled, although He aso had entered among
them when the doors were shut, with the view of showing them at once the energy of the divinity
and thereality of the body.

Y et, while being God, He was recognised as man in a natural manner; and while subsisting
truly as man, He was also manifested as God by Hisworks.®*

Topic Il.

If any one affirms that the flesh of Christ is consubstantial with the divinity, and refuses to
acknowledgethat He, subsisting Himself in the form of God as God before all ages, emptied Himself
and took the form of a servant, even asit iswritten, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could the flesh, which is conditioned by time, be said to be consubstantial®*? with the

timeless divinity? For that is designated consubstantial which is the same in nature and in eternal
duration without variableness.

Topic 1.

If any oneaffirmsthat Christ, just like one of the prophets, assumed the perfect man, and refuses
to acknowledge that, being begotten in the flesh of the Virgin,** He became man and was born in
Bethlehem, and was brought up in Nazareth, and advanced in age, and on compl eting the set number
of years (appeared in public and) was baptized in the Jordan, and received this testimony from the
Father, “Thisis my beloved Son,”** even as it is written, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could it be said that Christ (the Lord) assumed the perfect man just like one of the prophets,
when He, being the Lord Himself, became man by the incarnation effected through the Virgin?

301 This paragraph is wanting in a very ancient copy.
392 OHOOVG10G.

393 Reading éx napbévov for éx mabdvrog.

394 Matt. iii. 17.
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Wherefore it is written, that “the first man was of the earth, earthy.”3% But whereas he that was
formed of the earth returned to the earth, He that became the second man returned to heaven. And
so we read of the “first Adam and the last Adam.”** And asit is admitted that the second came by
the first according to the flesh, for which reason also Christ is called man and the Son of man; so
is the witness given that the second is the Savior of the first, for whose sake He came down from
heaven. And as the Word came down from heaven, and was made man, and ascended again to
heaven, Heis on that account said to be the second Adam from heaven.

Topic V.

If any one affirms that Christ was born of the seed of man by the Virgin, in the same manner
as al men are born, and refuses to acknowledge that He was made flesh by the Holy Spirit and the
holy Virgin Mary, and became man of the seed of David, even asit iswritten, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could one say that Christ was born of the seed of man by the Virgin, when the holy Gospel
N\ andtheangel, in proclaiming the good tidings, testify of Mary the Virgin that she said, “How shall
51 this be, seeing | know not a man?’*” Wherefore he says, “ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of the Highest.”**® And to Joseph he says, “ Fear not to take unto
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring

forth a son, and they shall call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.” 3%

Topic V.

If any one affirms that the Son of God who is before the ages is one, and He who has appeared
intheselast timesisanother, and refusesto acknowledge that He who is before the agesisthe same
with Him who appeared in these last times, even asit is written, let him be anathema.

Explication.

395 1 Cor. xv. 47.
396 1 Cor. xv. 45.
397 Lukei. 34.

398 Lukei. 35.

399 Matt. i. 20, 21.
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How could it be said that the Son of God who is before the ages, and He who has appeared in
these last times, are different, when the Lord Himself says, “Before Abraham was, | am;”“® and,
“1 came forth from God, and | come, and again | go to my Father?’ 4

Topic VI.

If any one affirms that He who suffered is one, and that He who suffered not is another, and
refuses to acknowledge that the Word, who is Himself the impassibie and unchangeable God,
suffered in the flesh which He had assumed really, yet without mutation, even as it is written, let
him be anathema.

Explication.

How could it be said that He who suffered is one, and He who suffered not another, when the
Lord Himself says, “The Son of man must suffer many things, and be killed, and be raised again
the third day from the dead;” > and again, “When ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand
of the Father;”“® and again, “When the Son of man cometh in the glory of His Father?’ 4

Topic VII.

If any one affirms that Christ is saved, and refuses to acknowledge that He is the Saviour of
the world, and the Light of the world, even asit is written,*® let him be anathema.

Explication.

400 John viii. 58.

401 John xiii. and xvi.

402 Matt. xvi. 21.

403 Matt. xxvi. 64; Mark xiv. 62.

404 Matt. xvi. 27.

405 Isa ix.; Matt. iv.; Johni.; iii.; viii.; ix.; Xii.
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How could one say that Christ is saved, when the Lord Himself says, “1 am the life;” % and, “I
am come that they might have life;”4” and, “He that believeth on me shall not see death, but he
shall behold the life eternal 7' 4%

Topic VIII.

If any one affirmsthat Christ is perfect man and also God the Word in the way of separation,*®
and refuses to acknowledge the one Lord Jesus Christ, even asit iswritten, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could one say that Christ is perfect man and also God the Word in the way of separation,
when the Lord Himself says, “Why seek ye to kill me, aman that hath told you the truth, which |
have heard of God?’*° For God the Word did not give a man for us, but He gave Himself for us,
having been made man for our sake. Wherefore He says. “ Destroy thistemple, and in three days |
will raiseit up. But He spake of the temple of His body.”#*

Topic IX.

If any one says that Christ suffers change or alteration, and refuses to acknowledge that He is
unchangeable in the Spirit, though corruptible®2 in the flesh,*3 let him be anathema.

Explication.

406 John xi. 25; xiv. 6.

407 John x. 10.

408 John viii. 51.

409 dapetd.

410 John viii. 40.

411 Or, and incorruptible.

412 Johniii. 20, 21.

413 [Christ’s flesh being incorruptible, transubstantiation cannot be true: the holy food is digested in its material part.]
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How could one say that Christ suffers change or ateration, when the Lord Himself says, “I am
and change not;"#** again, “His soul shall not be left in Hades, neither shall His flesh see
corruption?’ 4

Topic X.

If any one affirms that Christ assumed the man only in part, and refuses to acknowledge that
Hewas madein all things like us, apart from sin, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could one say that Christ assumed the man only in part, when the Lord Himself says, “I
lay down my life, that | might take it again, for the sheep;”* and, “My flesh is meat indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed;”*" and, “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal
life?’ 8

Topic XI.

If any one affirms that the body of Christ isvoid of soul and understanding,*® and refuses to
acknowledge that He is perfect man, one and the samein all things (with us), let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could one say that the body of the Lord (Christ) is void of soul and understanding? For
perturbation, and grief, and distress, are not the properties either of aflesh void of soul, or of asoul
void of understanding; nor are they the sign of the immutable Divinity, nor the index of a mere
phantasm, nor do they mark the defect of human weakness; but the Word exhibited in Himself the
exercise of the affections and susceptibilities proper to us, having endued Himself with our
passibility, even as it is written, that “He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.”** For

414 Mal. iii. 6.

415 Ps. xvi. 10; Actsii. 31.
416 John x. 17.

417 John vi. 55.

418 John vi. 56.

419 apuyxov kat avéntov.
420 Isa. liii. 4.
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perturbation, and grief, and distress, are disorders of soul; and toil, and sleep, and the body’ sliability
to wounding, are infirmities of the flesh.

Topic XII.

If any one says that Christ was manifested in the world only in semblance, and refuses to
acknowledge that He came actually in the flesh, let him be anathema.

Explication.

How could one say that Christ was manifested only in semblance in the world, born as He was
in Bethlehem, and made to submit to the circumcising of the flesh, and lifted up by Simeon, and
brought up on to His twelfth year (at home), and made subject to His parents, and baptized in
Jordan, and nailed to the cross, and raised again from the dead?

Wherefore, whenit issaid that Hewas “troubled in spirit,” ** that “ He was sorrowful in soul,” 4?2
that “He was wounded in body,”*? He places before us designations of susceptibilities proper to
our constitution, in order to show that He was made man in the world, and had His conversation
with men,** yet without sin. For He was born in Bethlehem according to the flesh, in a manner
meet for Deity, the angels of heaven recognising Him astheir Lord, and hymning astheir God Him
who was then wrapped in swaddling-clothes in a manger, and exclaiming, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good-will among men.” “> Hewas brought up in Nazareth; but in divine
fashion He sat among the doctors, and astonished them by a wisdom beyond His years, in respect
of the capacities of Hisbodily life, asisrecorded in the Gospel narrative. He was baptized in Jordan,
not as receiving any sanctification for Himself, but as gifting a participation in sanctification to
others. He wastempted in the wilderness, not as giving way, however, to temptation, but as putting
our temptations before Himself on the challenge of the tempter, in order to show the powerlessness
of the tempter.

Wherefore He says, “Be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”#%* And this He said, not
as holding before us any contest proper only to a God, but as showing our own flesh in its capacity
to overcome suffering, and death, and corruption, in order that, as sin entered into the world by
flesh, and death came to reign by sin over all men, the sin in the flesh might also be condemned

421 John xi. 33; xii. 27; xiii. 21.
422 Matt. xxvi. 38.

423 Isa. liii. 5.

424 Baruchiiii. 38.

425 Lukeii. 14.

426 John xvi. 33.
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through the selfsame flesh in the likeness thereof ;%" and that that overseer of sin, the tempter, might
be overcome, and death be cast down from its sovereignty, and the corruption in the burying of the
body be done away, and the first-fruits of the resurrection be shown, and the principle of
righteousness begin its course in the world through faith, and the kingdom of heaven be preached
to men, and fellowship be established between God and men.

In behalf of this grace let us glorify the Father, who has given His only begotten Son for the
lifeof theworld. Let usglorify theHoly Spirit that worketh in us, and quickeneth us, and furnisheth
the gifts meet for the fellowship of God; and let us not intermeddle with the word of the Gospel by
lifeless disputations, scattering about endless questionings and logomachies, and making a hard
thing of the gentle and simple word of faith; but rather let us work the work of faith, let us love
peace, let us exhibit concord, let us preserve unity, let us cultivate love, with which God is well
pleased.

Asitisnot for usto know thetimes or the seasons which the Father hath put in His own power,*®
but only to believe that there will come an end to time, and that there will be a manifestation of a

AN future world, and arevelation of judgment, and an advent of the Son of God, and a recompense of
53 works, and an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, soitisnot for usto know how the Son of God
became man; for thisisagreat mystery, asit iswritten, “Who shall declare His generation? for His
lifeistaken from the earth.”** But it isfor usto believe that the Son of God became man, according

to the Scriptures; and that He was seen on the earth, and had His conversation with men, according

to the Scriptures, in their likeness, yet without sin; and that He died for us, and rose again from the

dead, as it is written; and that He was taken up to heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the
Father, whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead, as it is written; lest, while we war

against each other with words, any should be led to blaspheme the word of faith, and that should
cometo pass which iswritten, “By reason of you is my name®° continually blasphemed among the

nations.” 4%
Elucidations.
427 Rom. v. 12; viii. 3.
428 Actsi. 7.
429 Isa liii. 8.
430 Or, the name of God.
431 Isa lii. 5.
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54

THesE “twelve anathemas,” as they are called, do evidently refute the Nestorians and later
heretics. Evidently, therefore, we must assign this document to another author. And, as frequent
references are made to such tests, | subjoin alist of GEcumenical or Catholic Councils, properly so
called, asfollows.—

1. JErusaLEM, against Judaism,**? A.p. 50.

2. Nic&#230;A, against Arianism (1),* a.p. 325.

3. ConstanTINoPLE (I.), against Semi-Arianism (2), A.D. 381.

4. ErHEsUs, against Nestorianism (3), A.p. 431.

5. CHALCEDON, against Eutychianism (4), A.p. 451.

6. ConstaNnTINOPLE (11.), against Monophysitism (5), A.p. 553.

7. ConstanTiNorLE (I11.), against Monothelitism (6),* A.p. 680.4%

These are al the undisputed councils. The Seventh Council, so called (a.p. 537), was not afree
council, and wasrejected by afree council of the West, convened at Frankfort A.p. 794. Its acceptance
by the Roman pontiffs, subsequently, should have no logical force with the Easterns, who do not
recognise their supremacy even over the councils of the West; and no free council has ever been
held under pontifical authority. The above list, therefore, is a complete list of all the councils of
the undivided Church as defined by Catholic canons. There has been no possibility of a Catholic
council since the division of East and West. The Council of Frankfort is the pivot of subsequent
history, and its fundamental importance has not been sufficiently insisted upon.

On the Subject of the Soul .4

432 Aswidely different from the other councils asthe Apostles from their successors, and part of its decisions were local and
temporary. For al that, it was the greatest of councils, and truly General.

433 These numbers indicate the ordinary reckoning of writers, and is correct ecclesiastically. The Council of Jerusalem,
however, isthe base of Christian orthodoxy, and decided the great principles by which the “General Councils’ were professedly
ruled.

434 Theological students are often puzzled to recall the councilsin order, and not less to recall the rejected heresies. | have
found two mnemonics useful, thus: (1) INCE and (CCC) three hundred; (2) JAS. NEMM. Dulce est desipere, etc.

435 A.D. 32510 680 isthe Synodical Period. Gregory |. (Rome) placed the first four councils next to the four Gospels.

436 A Topical Discourse by our holy father Gregory, surnamed Thaumaturgus, bishop of Neo-Caesareiain Pontus, addressed
to Tatian.
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Y ou have instructed us, most excellent Tatian,*" to forward for your use a discourse upon the
soul, laying it out in effective demonstrations. And this you have asked us to do without making
use of the testimonies of Scripture—a method which isopened to us, and which, to those who seek
the pious mind, proves a manner of setting forth doctrine more convincing than any reasoning of
man.*® Y ou have said, however, that you desire this, not with a view to your own full assurance,
taught as you aready have been to hold by the Holy Scriptures and traditions, and to avoid being
shaken in your convictions by any subtleties of man’ s disputations, but with aview to the confuting
of men who have different sentiments, and who do not admit that such credit is to be given to the
Scriptures, and who endeavour, by a kind of cleverness of speech, to gain over those who are
unversed in such discussions. Wherefore we were led to comply readily with this commission of
yours, not shrinking from the task on account of inexperience in this method of disputation, but
taking encouragement from the knowledge of your good-will toward us. For your kind and friendly
disposition towards us will make you understand how to put forward publicly whatever you may
approve of as rightly expressed by us, and to pass by and conceal whatever statement of ours you
may judge to come short of what is proper. Knowing this, therefore, | have betaken myself with
all confidence to the exposition. And in my discourse | shall use a certain order and consecution,
such as those who are very expert in these matters employ towards those who desire to investigate
any subject intelligently.

First of al, then, | shall proposeto inquire by what criterion the soul can, according to its nature,
be apprehended; then by what meansit can be proved to exist; thereafter, whether it is a substance
or an accident;* then consequently on these points, whether it is a body or is incorporeal; then,
whether it issimple or compound; next, whether it ismortal or immortal; and finally, whether itis
rational or irrational.

For these are the questions which are wont, above al, to be discussed, in any inquiry about the
soul, as most important, and as best calculated to mark out its distinctive nature. And as
demonstrationsfor the establishing of these matters of investigation, we shall employ those common
modes of consideration®® by which the credibility of matters under hand is naturally attested. But
for the purpose of brevity and utility, we shall at present make use only of those modes of
argumentation which are most cogently demonstrative on the subject of our inquiry, in order that
clear and intelligible* notions may impart to us some readiness for meeting the gainsayers. With
this, therefore, we shall commence our discussion.

437 [A person not known.]

438 [Trueto the universal testimony of the primitive Fathers as to Holy Scripture.]
439 [Aristotle, Physica. Elucidation I.]

440 gvvolaig.

441 e0MapddeKTa.
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|. Wherein is the Criterion for the Apprehension of the Soul.

All things that exist are either known by sense*? or apprehended by thought.** And what falls
under sense hasits adequate demonstration in senseitself; for at once, with the application, it creates
in us the impression*** of what underlies it. But what is apprehended by thought is known not by
itself, but by its operations.** The soul, consequently, being unknown by itself, shall be known
property by its effects.

I1. Whether the Soul Exists.

Our body, whenitisput in action, is put in action either from without or from within. And that
itisnot put in action from without, is manifest from the circumstance that it is put in action neither
by impulsion*® nor by traction,*" like soulless things. And again, if it is put in action from within,
it is not put in action according to nature, like fire. For fire never loses its action as long as there
is fire; whereas the body, when it has become dead, is a body void of action. Hence, if itisputin
action neither from without, like soulless things, nor according to nature, after the fashion of fire,
it is evident that it is put in action by the soul, which also furnishes life to it. If, then, the soul is
shown to furnish the life to our body, the soul will also be known for itself by its operations.

[11. Whether the Soul is a Substance.

That the soul isasubstance,*® is proved in the following manner. In thefirst place, because the
definition given to the term substance suits it very well. And that definition is to the effect, that
substance isthat which, being ever identical, and ever onein point of numeration with itself, isyet
capable of taking on contraries in succession.*® And that this soul, without passing the limit of its
own proper nature, takes on contrariesin succession, is, | fancy, clear to everybody. For righteousness

442 aioOroet.

443 vorjoeL.

444 @avtaociayv.

445 EVEPYELDV.

446 wBovuevov.

447 EAKOpUEVOV.

448 ovoia.

449 OV gvavtinv Tapapépog etvat dektikdv, tapapépog, here apparently = in turn, though usually = out of turn.
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and unrighteousness, courage and cowardice, temperance and intemperance, are seen in it
successively; and these are contraries. If, then, it is the property of a substance to be capable of
taking on contraries in succession, and if the soul is shown to sustain the definition in these terms,
it follows that the soul is a substance. And in the second place, because if the body is a substance,
the soul must also be a substance. For it cannot be, that what only has life imparted should be a
substance, and that what imparts the life should be no substance: unless one should assert that the
non-existent isthe cause of the existent; or unless, again, one were insane enough to allege that the
dependent object isitself the cause of that very thing in which it hasits being, and without which
it could not subsist.**

V. Whether the Soul is Incorporeal.

That the soul isin our body, has been shown above. We ought now, therefore, to ascertain in
what manner it isin the body. Now, if it isin juxtaposition with it, as one pebble with another, it
follows that the soul will be abody, and also that the whole body will not be animated with soul ,**
inasmuch as with a certain part it will only be in juxtaposition. But if again, it is mingled or fused
with the body, the soul will become multiplex,*? and not simple, and will thus be despoiled of the
rationale proper to a soul. For what is multiplex is also divisible and dissoluble; and what is
dissoluble, on the other hand, is compound;** and what is compound is separable in a threefold
manner. Moreover, body attached to body makes weight;*** but the soul, subsisting in the body,
does not make weight, but rather imparts life. The soul, therefore, cannot be a body, but is
incorporeal.

Again, if the soul isabody, it is put in action either from without or from within. But it is not
put in action from without; for it ismoved neither by impulsion nor by traction, like soullessthings.
Nor isit put in action from within, like objects animated with soul; for it is absurd to talk of a soul
of the soul: it cannot, therefore, be a body, but it is incorporeal.

And besides, if the soul isabody, it has sensible qualities, and is maintained by nurture. But it
is not thus nurtured. For if it is nurtured, it is not nurtured corporedly, like the body, but
incorporedly; for it is nurtured by reason. It has not, therefore, sensible qualities: for neither is

450 The text has an apparent inversion: o év ¢ tv Grap&lv £xov kai 00 &vev givan ur) Suvduevov, aitiov ékefvou ivat tod

¢v @ éoti. Thereis also avariety of reading: kai 6 &vev tod eivat uf Suvdpevov.

451 gupuyov.
452 TOAVUEPNG.
453 ouvOeToV.
454 Sykov.
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righteousness, nor courage, nor any one of these things, something that is seen; yet these are the
qualities of the soul. It cannot, therefore, be a body, but isincorporeal.

Still further, as all corporeal substance is divided into animate and inanimate, let those who
hold that the soul is abody tell us whether we are to call it animate or inanimate.

Finally, if every body has colour, and quantity, and figure, and if there is not one of these
gualities perceptible in the soul, it follows that the soul is not a body.*

V. Whether the Soul is Simple or Compound.

We prove, then, that the soul issimple, best of all, by those arguments by which itsincorporedlity
has been demonstrated. For if it isnot abody, while every body iscompound, and what iscomposite
ismade up of parts, and is consequently multiplex, the soul, on the other hand, being incorporeal,
issimple; since thusit is both uncompounded and indivisible into parts.

V1. Whether Our Soul isImmortal.

It follows, in my opinion, as anecessary consequence, that what isssmpleisimmortal. And as
to how that follows, hear my explanation: Nothing that exists is its own corrupter,** else it could
never have had any thorough consistency, even from the beginning. For things that are subject to
corruption are corrupted by contraries. wherefore everything that is corrupted is subject to
dissolution; and what is subject to dissolution is compound; and what is compound is of many

AN parts; and what is made up of parts manifestly is made up of diverse parts; and the diverse is not
56 theidentical: consequently the soul, being simple, and not being made up of diverse parts, but being
uncompound and indissoluble, must be, in virtue of that, incorruptible and immortal .

Besides, everything that is put in action by something else, and does not possess the principle
of lifeinitself, but getsit from that which putsit in action, endures just so long asit is held by the
power that operatesinit; and whenever the operative power ceases, that also comesto astand which
has its capacity of action from it. But the soul, being self-acting, has no cessation of its being. For
it follows, that what is self-acting is ever-acting; and what is ever-acting is unceasing; and what is
unceasing is without end; and what is without end is incorruptible; and what is incorruptible is
immortal. Consequently, if the soul is self-acting, as has been shown above, it follows that it is
incorruptible and immortal, in accordance with the mode of reasoning already expressed.

455 [These are Aristotle’ s accidents, of which, see Thomas Aquinas and the schoolmen passim.]

456 @Baptikdv.
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And further, everything that is not corrupted by the evil proper to itself, is incorruptible; and
the evil isopposed to the good, and is consequently its corrupter. For the evil of the body is nothing
else than suffering, and disease, and desath; just as, on the other hand, its excellency is beauty, life,
health, and vigour. If, therefore, the soul is not corrupted by the evil proper to itself, and the evil
of the soul is cowardice, intemperance, envy, and the like, and all these things do not despoail it of
its powers of life and action, it follows that it isimmortal.

VI1l. Whether Our Soul is Rational.

That our soul isrational, one might demonstrate by many arguments. And first of all from the
fact that it has discovered the arts that are for the service of our life. For no one could say that these
arts were introduced casually and accidentally, as no one could prove them to be idle, and of no
utility for our life. If, then, these arts contribute to what is profitablefor our life, and if the profitable
is commendable, and if the commendable is constituted by reason, and if these things are the
discovery of the soul, it follows that our soul is rational.

Again, that our soul isrational, is aso proved by the fact that our senses are not sufficient for
the apprehension of things. For we are not competent for the knowledge of things by the ssimple
application of the faculty of sensation. But as we do not choose to rest in these without inquiry,*’
that proves that the senses, apart from reason, are felt to be incapable of discriminating between
things which are identical in form and similar in colour, though quite distinct in their natures. If,
therefore, the senses, apart from reason, give us a false conception of things, we have to consider
whether things that are can be apprehended in reality or not. And if they can be apprehended, then
the power which enables us to get at them is one different from, and superior to, the senses. And
if they are not apprehended, it will not be possible for us at al to apprehend things which are
differentin their appearance from thereality. But that objects are apprehensible by us, isclear from
the fact that we employ each in away adaptable to utility, and again turn them to what we please.
Consequently, if it has been shown that things which are can be apprehended by us, and if the
senses, apart from reason, are an erroneous test of objects, it follows that the intellect*® is what
distinguishes al thingsin reason, and discernsthings asthey arein their actuality. But the intellect
isjust the rational portion of the soul, and consequently the soul isrational.

Finally, because we do nothing without having first marked it out for ourselves; and asthat is
nothing else than just the high prerogative® of the soul,—for its knowledge of things does not
cometo it from without, but it rather sets out these things, asit were, with the adornment of itsown

457 £nel unde otfval mepl adtd OEAopeY.
458 voUg.
459 G&{wya. [Elucidation 11.]
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thoughts, and thus first pictures forth the object in itself, and only thereafter carriesit out to actual
fact,—and because the high prerogative of the soul is nothing else than the doing of all thingswith
reason, in which respect it also differs from the senses, the soul has thereby been demonstrated to
be rational.

E Elucidations.

l.
(Substance or accident, p. 54.)

THis essay is “rather the work of a philosopher than a bishop,” says Dupin. He assignsit to an
age when “Aristotle began to be in some reputation,”—a most important concession as to the
estimate of this philosopher among the early faithful. We need not wonder that such admissions,
honourable to his candour and to his orthodoxy, brought on him the hatred and persecutions of the
Jesuits. Even Bossuet thought he went too far, and wrote against him. But, the whole system of
Roman dogma being grounded in Aristotle’ s physics as well asin his metaphysics, Dupin was not
orthodox in the eyes of the society that framed Aristotle into a creed, and made it the creed of the
“Roman-Catholic Church.” Note, e.g., “transubstantiation,” which is not true if Aristotle’s theory
of accidents, etc., isfalse.®® It assumes an exploded science.

Il.
(Prerogative of the soul, p. 56.)

If this “Discourse” be worthy of study, it may be profitably contrasted, step by step, with
Tertullian’ streatises on kindred subjects.*! That the early Christians should reason concerning the
Soul, the Mind, the immortal Spirit, was natural in itself. But it was also forced upon them by the
“philosophers’ and the heretics, with whom they daily came into conflict. This is apparent from
the Anti-Marcion*? of the great Carthaginian. The annotations upon that treatise, and those On the
Soul’ s Testimony and On the Soul, may suffice as pointing out the best sources* of information

460 See Bacon’ s apophthegm, No. 275, p. 172, Works, London, 1730.
461 Vol. iii. pp. 175-235, this series.

462 Vol. iii. pp. 463, 474; aso pp. 532, 537, 557, 570, and 587.

463 Compare, aso, Bishop Kaye's Tertullian, p. 199, etc.
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on speculative points and their bearings on theology. Compare, however, Athenagoras®* and the
great Clement of Alexandria.*®

A Four Homilies.466

58

The First Homily.
On the Annunciation to the Holy Virgin Mary.*’

To-pAay are strains of praise sung joyfully by the choir of angels, and the light of the advent of
Christ shines brightly upon the faithful. Today is the glad spring-time to us, and Christ the Sun of
righteousness has beamed with clear light around us, and has illumined the minds of the faithful.
To-day is Adam made anew,*® and movesin the choir of angels, having winged hisway to heaven.
To-day isthewhole circle of the earth filled with joy, since the sojourn of the Holy Spirit has been
realized to men. To-day the grace of God and the hope of the unseen shine through all wonders
transcending imagination, and make the mystery that was kept hid from eternity plainly discernible
to us. To-day are woven the chaplets of never-fading virtue. To-day, God, willing to crown the
sacred heads of those whose pleasure isto hearken to Him, and who delight in Hisfestivals, invites
the lovers of unswerving faith as His called and His heirs; and the heavenly kingdom is urgent to
summon those who mind celestial thingsto join the divine service of theincorporeal choirs. To-day

464 E.g., vol.ii. p. 157, etc.
465 Vol. ii. pp. 440, 584 (Fragment), and what he says of free-will.
466 [Thisvery homily has been cited to prove the antiquity of the festival of the Annunciation, observed, in the West, March

25. But even Pellicia objects that thisis a spurious work. The feast of the Nativity was introduced into the East by Chrysostom
after therecords at Rome had been inspected, and the time of the taxing at Bethlehem had been found. See his Sermon (a.p. 386),
beautifully translated by Dr. Jarvisin hisIntroduction, etc., p. 541. Compare Tertullian, vol. iii. p. 164, and Justin, vol. i. p. 174,
this series. Now, as the selection of the 25th of March is clearly based on this, we may say no more of that day. Possibly some
Sunday was associated with the Annunciation. The four Sundays preceding Christmas are al observed by the Nestoriansin
commemoration of the Annunciation.]

467 The secondary titleis: The First Discourse of our holy father Gregory, surnamed Thaumaturgus, bishop of Neo-Cassareia
in Pontus, on the Annunciation to the most holy Virgin Mary, mother of God. Works of Gregory Thaumaturgus by Ger. Voss,
p. 9.

468 dvakekaiviotal; others dvakékAntal, recovered.
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isfulfilled the word of David, “Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad. The fields shall
be joyful, and all the trees of the wood before the Lord, because He cometh.”*° David thus made
mention of the trees;*° and the Lord’ s forerunner also spoke of them as trees** “that should bring
forth fruits meet for repentance,”*2 or rather for the coming of the Lord. But our Lord Jesus Christ
promises perpetual gladnessto all those who believe on Him. For He says, “1 will see you, and ye
shall rgjoice; and your joy no man taketh from you.”“” To-day istheillustrious and ineffable mystery
of Christians, who have willingly** set their hope like a seal upon Christ, plainly declared to us.
To-day did Gabriel, who stands by God, cometo the purevirgin, bearing to her the glad annunciation,
“Hail, thou that art highly favoured!** And she cast in her mind what manner of salutation this
might be. And the angel immediately proceeded to say, The Lord is with thee: fear not, Mary; for
thou hast found favour with God. Behold,*”® thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call*”” His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of Hisfather David, and He shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever: and of His kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel,
How shall thisbe, seeing | know not aman?’4® Shall | still remain avirgin?isthe honour of virginity
not then lost by me? And while shewasyet in perplexity asto thesethings, the angel placed shortly
before her the summary of his whole message, and said to the pure virgin, “ The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” For what it is, that also shall it be called
by all means. Meekly, then, did grace make election of the pure Mary alone out of all generations.
For she proved herself prudent truly in all things; neither has any woman been born like her in all
generations. She was not like the primeval virgin Eve, who, keeping holiday*™ alone in paradise,
with thoughtless mind, unguardedly hearkened to the word of the serpent, the author of al evil,

469 Ps. xcvi. 11-13.

470 EoAa.

an dévdpa.

472 Matt. iii. 8.

473 John xvi. 22.

474 Others, 66iwg, piously.
475 Lukei. 28.

476 Or, 516, wherefore.

417 Or, kaAécovat, they shall call.
478 Lukei. 29, etc.

479 XOpevoa.

104


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Ps.96.html#Ps.96.11
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Matt.3.html#Matt.3.8
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.John.16.html#John.16.22
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Luke.1.html#Luke.1.28
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Luke.1.html#Luke.1.29

ANFO06. Fathers of the Third Century: Gregory Thaumaturgus, Philip Schaff
Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, and Minor
Writers, Methodius, Arnobius

and thus became depraved in the thoughts of her mind;** and through her that deceiver, discharging
N hispoison and refusing death with it, brought it into the whole world; and in virtue of thishasarisen
all the trouble of the saints. But in the holy Virgin alone is the fall of that (first mother) repaired.
Y et was not this holy one competent to receive the gift until she had first learned who it was that
sent it, and what the gift was, and who it was that conveyed it. While the holy one pondered these
thingsin perplexity with herself, she saysto the angel, “Whence hast thou brought to usthe blessing
in such wise? Out of what treasure-stores is the pearl of the word despatched to us? Whence has
the gift acquired its purpose®® toward us? From heaven art thou come, yet thou walkest upon earth!
Thou dost exhibit the form of man, and (yet) thou art glorious with dazzling light.” 3 These things
the holy one considered with herself, and the archangel solved the difficulty expressed in such
reasonings by saying to her: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee. Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God. And fear not, Mary; for | am not come to overpower thee with fear, but to repel
the subject of fear. Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God. Question not grace by the
standard of nature. For grace does not endure to pass under the laws of nature. Thou knowest, O
Mary, things kept hid from the patriarchs and prophets. Thou hast learned, O virgin, things which
were kept concealed till now from the angels. Thou hast heard, O purest one, things of which even
the choir of inspired men® was never deemed worthy. Moses, and David, and Isaiah, and Daniel,
and all the prophets, prophesied of Him; but the manner they knew not. Y et thou alone, O purest
virgin, art now made the recipient of things of which all these were kept in ignorance, and thou
dost learn*®* the origin of them. For where the Holy Spirit is, there are all things readily ordered.
Where divine grace is present, all things are found possible with God. The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. Therefore also that holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” And if Heis the Son of God, thenisHealso
God, of one form with the Father, and co-eternal; in Him the Father possesses all manifestation;*®
HeisHisimage in the person, and through His reflection the (Father’s) glory shines forth. And as
from the ever-flowing fountain the streams proceed, so a so from this ever-flowing and ever-living
fountain does the light of the world proceed, the perennial and the true, namely Christ our God.
For it is of this that the prophets have preached: “The streams of the river make glad the city of
God.”*% And not one city only, but all cities; for even as it makes glad one city, so doesit also the
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wholeworld. Appropriately, therefore, did the angel*” say to Mary the holy virginfirst of al, “Hail,
thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee;” inasmuch as with her was laid up the full
treasure of grace. For of all generations she alone has risen as avirgin pure in body and in spirit;
and she alone bears Him who bears all things on His word. Nor isit only the beauty of this holy
one in body that calls forth our admiration, but also the innate virtue of her soul. Wherefore also
the angel“® addressed her first with the salutation, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured,*° the Lord
iswith thee, and no spouse of earth;” He Himself iswith thee who isthe Lord of sanctification, the
Father of purity, the Author of incorruption, and the Bestower of liberty, the Curator of salvation,
and the Steward and Provider of the true peace, who out of the virgin earth made man, and out of
man’s side formed Eve in addition. Even this Lord is with thee, and on the other hand also is of
thee. Come, therefore, beloved brethren, and let us take up the angelic strain, and to the utmost of
our ability return the due meed of praise, saying, “Hail,**° thou that art highly favoured, the Lord
iswith thee!” For itisthine truly to rejoice, seeing that the grace of God, as he knows, has chosen
to dwell with thee—the Lord of glory dwelling with the handmaiden; “He that is fairer than the
children of men”** with thefair virgin; Hewho sanctifies all things with the undefiled. God iswith
thee, and with thee also is the perfect man in whom dwells the whol e fulness of the Godhead. Hail,
thou that art highly favoured, the fountain of the light that lightens all who believe upon Him! Hail,
thou that art highly favoured, the rising of the rational Sun,*? and the undefiled flower of Life!
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the mead*® of sweet savour! Hail, thou that art highly favoured,
the ever-blooming vine, that makes glad the souls of those who honour thee! Hail, thou that art
highly favoured!'—the soil that, all untilled, bears bounteous fruit: for thou hast brought forth in
accordance with the law of nature indeed, asit goes with us, and by the set time of practice,** and
yet in away beyond nature, or rather above nature, by reason that God the Word from above took
His abode in thee, and formed the new Adam in thy holy womb, and inasmuch as the Holy Ghost
gave the power of conception to the holy virgin; and the reality of His body was assumed from her
body. And just asthe pearl** comes of the two natures, namely lightning and water, the occult signs
of the sea; so also our Lord Jesus Christ proceeds, without fusion and without mutation, from the

487 Or, archangel.
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pure, and chaste, and undefiled, and holy Virgin Mary; perfect in divinity and perfect in humanity,
in all things equal to the Father, and in al things consubstantial with us, apart from sin.

Most of the holy fathers, and patriarchs, and prophets desired to see Him, and to be eye-witnesses
of Him, but did not attain hereto. And some of them by visions beheld Him in type, and darkly;
others, again, were privileged to hear the divine voice through the medium of the cloud, and were
favoured with sights of holy angels; but to Mary the pure virgin alone did the archangel Gabriel
manifest himself luminously, bringing her the glad address, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured!”
And thus shereceived theword, and in the duetime of the fulfilment according to the body’ s course
she brought forth the priceless pearl. Come, then, yetoo, dearly beloved, and | et us chant the melody
which has been taught us by the inspired harp of David, and say, “Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest;
Thou, and the ark of Thy sanctuary.”**® For the holy Virgin isin truth an ark, wrought with gold
both within and without, that has received the whol e treasury of the sanctuary. “Arise, O Lord, into
Thy rest.” Arise, O Lord, out of the bosom of the Father, in order that Thou mayest raise up the
fallen race of the first-formed man. Setting these things forth,*” David in prophecy said to the rod
that was to spring from himself, and to sprout into the flower of that beauteous fruit, “Hearken, O
daughter, and see, and incline thine ear, and forget thine own people and thy father’s house; so
shall theKing greatly desirethy beauty: for Heisthe Lord thy God, and thou shalt worship Him.” 4%
Hearken, O daughter, to the things which were prophesied beforetime of thee, in order that thou
mayest also behold the things themselves with the eyes of understanding. Hearken to me while |
announce things beforehand to thee, and hearken to the archangel who declares expressly to thee
the perfect mysteries. Come then, dearly beloved, and let us fall back on the memory of what has
gone before us; and let us glorify, and celebrate, and laud, and bless that rod that has sprung so
marvellously from Jesse. For Luke, in the inspired Gospel narratives, delivers a testimony not to
Joseph only, but also to Mary the mother of God, and gives this account with reference to the very
family and house of David: “For Joseph went up,” says he, “from Galilee, unto a city of Judea
whichiscalled Bethlehem, to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child, because
they were of the house and family of David. And so it was, that while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered; and she brought forth her son, the first-born of
the whole creation,*® and wrapped him in swaddling-clothes, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn.”5® She wrapped in swaddling-clothes Him who is covered

with light as with a garment.>** She wrapped in swaddling-clothes Him who made every creature.
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She laid in a manger Him who sits above the cherubim®? and is praised by myriads of angels. In
the manger set apart for dumb brutes did the Word of God repose, in order that He might impart
to men, who are redlly irrational by free choice, the perceptions of true reason. In the board from
which cattle eat was laid the heavenly Bread,>® in order that He might provide participation in
spiritual sustenance for men who live like the beasts of the earth. Nor was there even room for Him
in theinn. He found no place, who by Hisword established heaven and earth; “for though He was
rich, for our sakes He became poor,”** and chose extreme humiliation on behalf of the salvation
of our nature, in His inherent goodness toward us. He who fulfilled the whole administration>® of
unutterable mysteries of the economy>® in heaven in the bosom of the Father, and in the cave in
the arms of the mother, reposed in the manger. Angelic choirs encircled Him, singing of glory in
heaven and of peace upon earth. In heaven He was seated at the right hand of the Father; and in
the manger He rested, as it were, upon the cherubim. Even there was in truth His cherubic throne;
there was His royal seat. Holy of the holy, and alone glorious upon the earth, and holier than the
holy, was that wherein Christ our God rested. To Him be glory, honour, and power, together with
the Father undefiled, and the altogether holy and quickening Spirit, now and ever, and unto the
ages of the ages. Amen.

E The Second Homily.

On the Annunciation to the Holy Virgin Mary.>’

Discourse Second.

It is our duty to present to God, like sacrifices, all the festivals and hymnal celebrations; and
first of al, the annunciation to the holy mother of God, to wit, the salutation made to her by the
angel, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured!” For first of al wisdom®® and saving doctrine in the
New Testament was this salutation, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured!” conveyed to us from the

502 Ps. Ixxx. 1.

503 Or, the Bread of life.

504 2 Cor. viii. 9.

505 Or, righteousness.

506 Or, the whole administration of the economy in an unutterable mystery.

507 “The Encomium of the same holy Father Gregory, bishop of Neo-Cassareia in Pontus, surnamed Thaumaturgus on the

Annunciation to the all-holy Mary, mother of God, and ever-virgin.”

508 Or, before all wisdom.
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Father of lights. And this address, “highly favoured,”s® embraced the whole nature of men. “Hail,
thou that art highly favoured”* in the holy conception and in the glorious pregnancy, “1 bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to al people.”s* And again the Lord, who came for the
purpose of accomplishing asaving passion, said, “1 will seeyou, and ye shall rejoice; and your joy
no man taketh from you.”*? And after His resurrection again, by the hand of the holy women, He
gave usfirst of al the salutation “Hail!”5** And again, the apostle made the announcement in similar
terms, saying, “Rejoice evermore: pray without ceasing: in everything give thanks.”** See, then,
dearly beloved, how the Lord has conferred upon us everywhere, and indivisibly, the joy that is
beyond conception, and perennial. For sincethe holy Virgin, inthelife of theflesh, wasin possession
of the incorruptible citizenship, and walked as such in all manner of virtues, and lived alife more
excellent than man’ s common standard; therefore the Word that cometh from God the Father thought
it meet to assume the flesh, and endue the perfect man from her, in order that in the same fleshin
which sin entered into the world, and death by sin, sin might be condemned in the flesh, and that
the tempter of sin might be overcome in the burying® of the holy body, and that therewith also the
beginning of the resurrection might be exhibited, and life eternal instituted in the world, and
fellowship established for men with God the Father. And what shall we state, or what shall we pass
by here? or who shall explain what is incomprehensible in the mystery? But for the present let us
fall back upon our subject. Gabriel was sent to the holy virgin; the incorporeal was despatched to
her who in the body pursued the incorruptible conversation, and lived in purity and in virtues. And
when he cameto her, hefirst addressed her with the salutation, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured!
the Lord is with thee.” Hail, thou that art highly favoured! for thou doest what is worthy of joy
indeed, since thou hast put on the vesture of purity, and art girt with the cincture of prudence. Hail,
thou that art highly favoured! for to thy lot it hasfallen to be the vehicle of celestial joy. Hail, thou
that art highly favoured! for through theejoy is decreed for the whole creation, and the human race
receives again by thee its pristine dignity. Hail, thou that art highly favoured! for in thy arms the
Creator of al thingsshall be carried. And she was perplexed by thisword; for shewasinexperienced
in all the addresses of men, and welcomed quiet, as the mother of prudence and purity; (yet) being
a pure, and immaculate, and stainless image™® herself, she shrank not in terror from the angelic
apparition, like most of the prophets, as indeed true virginity has a kind of affinity and equality

509 Or, gifted with grace.
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with the angels. For the holy Virgin guarded carefully the torch of virginity, and gave diligent heed
that it should not be extinguished or defiled. And as one who is clad in a brilliant robe deemsit a
matter of great moment that no impurity or filth be suffered to touch it anywhere, so did the holy
Mary consider with herself, and said: Doesthis act of attention imply any deep design or seductive
purpose? Shall thisword “Hail” prove the cause of troubleto me, as of old thefair promise of being
made like God, which was given her by the serpent-devil, proved to our first mother Eve? Has the
devil, who is the author of all evil, become transformed again into an angel of light; and bearing a
grudge against my espoused husband for his admirable temperance, and having assailed him with
some fair-seeming address, and finding himself powerless to overcome a mind so firm, and to
deceive the man, has he turned his attack upon me, as one endowed with a more susceptible mind;
and isthisword “Hail” (Grace be with thee) spoken as the sign of gracelessness hereafter? Isthis
benediction and salutation uttered in irony? | s there not some poison concealed in the honey? Isit
not the address of one who brings good tidings, while the end of the same is to make me the
designer’s prey? And how isit that he can thus salute one whom he knows not? These things she
pondered in perplexity with herself, and expressed in words. Then again the archangel addressed
her with the announcement of ajoy which al may believe in, and which shall not be taken away,
and said to her, “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God.” Shortly hast thou the proof
AN of what has been said. For | not only give you to understand that there is nothing to fear, but | show
62 you the very key to the absence of al cause for fear. For through me al the heavenly powers hail
thee, the holy virgin: yea rather, He Himself, who is Lord of all the heavenly powers and of all
creation, has selected thee as the holy one and the wholly fair; and through thy holy, and chaste,
and pure, and undefiled womb the enlightening Pearl comesforth for the salvation of all theworld:
since of al the race of man thou art by birth the holy one, and the more honourable, and the purer,
and the more pious than any other: and thou hast a mind whiter than the snow, and a body made
purer than any gold, however fine, and a womb such as the object which Ezekiel saw, and which
he has described in these terms: “And the likeness of the living creatures upon the head was as the
firmament, and as the appearance of theterrible crystal, and the likeness of the throne above them
was as the appearance of a sapphire-stone: and above the throne it was as the likeness of a man,
and as the appearance of amber; and within it there was, as it were, the likeness of fire round
about.”>"
Clearly, then, did the prophet behold in type Him who was born of the holy virgin, whom thou,
O holy virgin, wouldest have had no strength to bear, hadst thou not beamed forth for that time®
with al that is glorious and virtuous. And with what words of laudation, then, shall we describe
her virgin-dignity? With what indications and proclamations of praise shall we celebrate her stainless
figure? With what spiritual song or word shall we honour her who is most glorious among the

517 Ezek. i. 22, 26, 27.
518 Or, by Histhrone.
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angels? Sheis planted in the house of God like a fruitful olive that the Holy Spirit overshadowed;
and by her means are we called sons and heirs of the kingdom of Christ. She is the ever-blooming
paradise of incorruptibility, whereinis planted the tree that giveth life, and that furnisheth to all the
fruits of immortality. She is the boast and glory of virgins, and the exultation of mothers. Sheis
the sure support of the believing, and the succourers®® of the pious. She is the vesture of light, and
the domicile of virtue5? She is the ever-flowing fountain, wherein the water of life sprang and
produced the Lord’ s incarnate manifestation. She is the monument of righteousness; and all who
become lovers of her, and set their affections on virgin-like ingenuousness and purity, shall enjoy
the grace of angels. All who keep themselves from wine and intoxication, and from the wanton
enjoyments of strong drink, shall be made glad with the products of the life-bearing plant. All who
have preserved the lamp of virginity unextinguished shall be privileged to receive the amaranthine
crown of immortality. All who have possessed themsel ves of the stainless robe of temperance shall
be received into the mystical bride-chamber of righteousness. All who have come nearer the angelic
degree than others shall also enter into the more real enjoyment of their Lord’ s beatitude. All who
have possessed the illuminating oil of understanding, and the pure incense of conscience, shall
inherit the promise of spiritual favour and the spiritual adoption. All who worthily observe the
festival of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, the mother of God, acquire astheir meet recompense
the fuller interest in the message, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured!” It is our duty, therefore, to
keep this feast, seeing that it has filled the whole world with joy and gladness. And let us keep it
with psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs. Of old did Israel also keep their festival, but then it
was with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, of which the prophet says: “I will turn their feastsinto
afflictions and lamentation, and their joy into shame.”?* But our afflictions our Lord has assured
us He will turn into joy by the fruits of penitence.®? And again, the first covenant maintained the
righteous requirements®® of a divine service, as in the case of our forefather Abraham; but these
stood in the inflictions of pain in the flesh by circumcision, until the time of the fulfilment. “The
law was given to them through Moses” for their discipline; “but grace and truth” have been given
to us by Jesus Christ.>** The beginning of all these blessings to us appeared in the annunciation to
Mary, the highly-favoured, in the economy of the Saviour which isworthy of all praise, and in His
divine and supra-mundane instruction. Thence rise the rays of the light of understanding upon us.
Thence spring for us the fruits of wisdom and immortality, sending forth the clear pure streams of
piety. Thence come to us the brilliant splendours of the treasures of divine knowledge. “For thisis

519 Or example, katépbwpa.

520 Or, truth.

521 Amos viii. 10.

522 Cf. Jer. xxxi.
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524 Cf. John 1.
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life eternal, that we may know the true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent.”> And again,
“Search the Scriptures, for in them yethink ye have eternal life.” 5% For on this account the treasure
of the knowledge of God is revealed to them who search the divine oracles. That treasure of the
inspired Scriptures the Paraclete has unfolded to us this day. And let the tongue of prophecy and
the doctrine of apostles be the treasure of wisdom to us; for without the law and the prophets, or
AN the evangelists and the apostles, it is not possible to have the certain hope of salvation. For by the
63 tongue of the holy prophets and apostles our Lord speaks, and God takes pleasure in the words of
the saints; not that He requires the spoken address, but that He delightsin the good disposition; not
that He receives any profit from men, but that He finds arestful satisfaction in the rightly-affected
soul of therighteous. For it isnot that Christ is magnified by what we say; but as we receive benefits
from Him, we proclaim with grateful mind His beneficence to us; not that we can attain to what is
worthy therein, but that we give the meet return to the best of our ability. And when the Gospels
or the Epistles, therefore, are read, let not your attention centre on the book or on the reader, but
on the God who speaks to you from heaven. For the book is but that which is seen, while Christ is
the divine subject spoken of . It brings usthen the glad tidings of that economy of the Saviour, which
isworthy of all praise, to wit, that, though He was God, He became man through kindness toward
man, and did not lay aside, indeed, the dignity which was His from all eternity, but assumed the
economy that should work salvation. It brings us the glad tidings of that economy of the Saviour
worthy of all praise, to wit, that He sojourned with us as a physician for the sick, who did not heal

them with potions, but restored them by the inclination of His philanthropy.

It brings us the glad tidings of this economy of the Saviour altogether to be praised, to wit, that
to them who had wandered astray the way of salvation was shown, and that to the despairing the
grace of salvation was made known, which blessesall in different modes; searching after the erring,
enlightening the blinded, giving life to the dead, setting free the slaves, redeeming the captives,
and becoming all thingsto all of usin order to be the true way of salvation to us: and all this He
does, not by reason of our goodwill toward Him, but in virtue of abenignity that is proper to our
Benefactor Himself. For the Saviour did al, not in order that He might acquire virtue Himself, but
that He might put us in possession of eternal life. He made man, indeed, after the image of God,
and appointed him to live in a paradise of pleasure. But the man being deceived by the devil, and
having become atransgressor of the divine commandment, was made subject to the doom of death.
Whence, a so, those born of him wereinvolved in their father’ sliability in virtue of their succession,
and had the reckoning of condemnation required of them. “For death reigned from Adam to
Moses.”*?” But the Lord, in His benignity toward man, when He saw the creature He Himself had
formed now held by the power of death, did not turn away finally from him whom He had made
in Hisown image, but visited him in each generation, and forsook him not; and manifesting Himself

525 John xvii. 2.
526 Or, yewill find eternal life. John v. 39.
527 Rom. v. 14.
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first of al among the patriarchs, and then proclaiming Himself in thelaw, and presenting the likeness
of Himself5® in the prophets, He presignified the economy of salvation. When, moreover, the fulness
of the times came for His glorious appearing, He sent beforehand the archangel Gabriel to bear the
glad tidings to the Virgin Mary. And he came down from the ineffable powers above to the holy
Virgin, and addressed her first of all with the salutation, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured.” And
when this word, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured,” reached her, in the very moment of her
hearing it, the Holy Spirit entered into the undefiled temple of the Virgin, and her mind and her
members were sanctified together. And nature stood opposite, and natural intercourse at adistance,
beholding with amazement the Lord of nature, in a manner contrary to nature, or rather above
nature, doing a miraculous work in the body; and by the very weapons by which the devil strove
against us, Christ also saved us, taking to Himself our passible body in order that He might impart
the greater grace™® to the being who was deficient init. And “where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.” And appropriately was grace sent to the holy Virgin. For thisword also is contained
inthe oracle of the evangelic history: “ And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel wassenttoavirgin
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house and lineage of David; and the virgin's
namewas Mary;” % and so forth. And thiswas the first month to the holy Virgin. Even as Scripture
saysin the book of the law: “ This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the
first month among the months of the year to you.”*! “Keep ye the feast of the holy passover to the
Lord in all your generations.” It was aso the sixth month to Zacharias. And rightly, then, did the
holy Virgin prove to be of the family of David, and she had her home in Bethlehem, and was
betrothed rightfully to Joseph, in accordance with the laws of relationship. And her espoused
husband was her guardian, and possessor also of the untarnished incorruption which was hers. And
the name given to the holy Virgin was one that became her exceedingly. For she was called Mary,
and that, by interpretation, means illumination. And what shines more brightly than the light of
virginity? For this reason also the virtues are called virgins by those who strive rightly to get at
their true nature. But if it is so great a blessing to have a virgin heart, how great a boon will it be
to have the flesh that cherishes virginity along with the soul!

Thus the holy Virgin, while still in the flesh, maintained the incorruptible life, and received in
faith the things which were announced by the archangel. And thereafter she journeyed diligently
to her relation Elisabeth in the hill-country. “And she entered into the house of Zacharias, and
saluted Elisabeth,”>** inimitation of the angel. “ And it cameto pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the
salutation of Mary, the babe leapt with joy in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy

528 OUOLOVUEVOG.

529 Or, joy.

530 Lukei. 26, 27. [Marah = bitterness, Exod. xv. 23]
531 Ex. Xii. 2. [The name Mary is misinterpreted, infra.]
532 Lukei. 41.
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Ghost.”>*® Thus the voice of Mary wrought with power, and filled Elisabeth with the Holy Ghost.
And by her tongue, as from an ever-flowing fountain, she sent forth a stream of gracious giftsin
the way of prophecy to her relation; and while the feet of her child were bound in the womb,>* she
prepared to dance and leap. And that was the sign of amarvellousjubilation. For wherever shewas
who was highly favoured, there shefilled all things with joy. “And Elisabeth spake out with aloud
voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And whence
isthis to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Blessed art thou among women.” %
For thou hast become to women the beginning of the new creation.** Thou hast given to us boldness
of accessinto paradise, and thou hast put to flight our ancient woe. For after thee the race of woman
shall no more be made the subject of reproach. No more do the successors of Eve fear the ancient
curse, or the pangs of childbirth. For Christ, the Redeemer of our race, the Saviour of all nature,
the spiritual Adam who has healed the hurt of the creature of earth, cometh forth from thy holy
womb. “Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.” For He who bears
all blessingsfor usis manifested asthy fruit. Thisweread in the clear words of her who was barren;
but yet more clearly did the holy Virgin herself express this again when she presented to God the
song replete with thanksgiving, and acceptance, and divine knowledge; announcing ancient things
together with what was new; proclaiming along with things which were of old, things also which
belong to the consummation of the ages; and summing up in a short discourse the mysteries of
Christ. “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour,” and so forth. “He hath holpen His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy, and of
the covenant which He established with Abraham and with his seed for ever.”*¥ Thou seest how
the holy Virgin has surpassed even the perfection of the patriarchs, and how she confirms the
covenant which was made with Abraham by God, when He said, “This is the covenant which |
shall establish between me and thee.”5*® Wherefore He has come and confirmed the covenant with
Abraham, having received mystically in Himself the sign of circumcision, and having proved
Himself the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. This song of prophecy, therefore, did the holy
mother of God render to God, saying, “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced
in God my Saviour: for He that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy isHis name.” For
having made me the mother of God, He has also preserved me avirgin; and by my womb the fulness
of all generationsis headed up together for sanctification. For He hath blessed every age, both men
and women, both young men and youths, and old men. “He hath made strength with His arm,” 5%

533 Lukei. 41.

534 Or, and with the bound feet of her child in the womb.
535 Lukei. 42, 43.

536 Or, resurrection.

537 Lukei. 46, etc.

538 Gen. xvii. 11; Rom. iv. 11.

539 Lukei. 51.
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on our behalf, against death and against the devil, having torn the handwriting of our sins. “He hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts;” yea, He hath scattered the devil himself, and
all the demons that serve under him. For he was overweeningly haughty in his heart, seeing that
he dared to say, “I will set my throne above the clouds, and | will be like the Most High.”3* And
now, how He scattered him the prophet has indicated in what follows, where he says, “Y et now
thou shalt be brought down to hell,”** and all thy hostswith thee. For He has overthrown everywhere
his altars and the worship of vain gods, and He has prepared for Himself a peculiar people out of
the heathen nations. “ He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.”
In these termsis intimated in brief the extrusion of the Jews and the admission of the Gentiles. For
the elders of the Jews and the scribes in the law, and those who were richly privileged with other
prerogatives, because they used their richesill and their power lawlessly, were cast down by Him
from every seat, whether of prophecy or of priesthood, whether of legislature or of doctrine, and
were stripped of all their ancestral wealth, and of their sacrifices and multitudinous festivals, and
of al the honourable privileges of the kingdom. Spoiled of all these boons, as naked fugitives they
N\ werecast out into captivity. Andintheir stead the humblewere exalted, namely, the Gentile peoples
65 who hungered after righteousness. For, discovering their own lowliness, and the hunger that pressed
upon them for the knowledge of God, they pleaded for the divine word, though it were but for
crumbs of the same, like the woman of Canaan;>*? and for this reason they were filled with the
riches of the divine mysteries. For the Christ who was born of the Virgin, and who is our God, has
given over the whole inheritance of divine blessings to the Gentiles. “He hath holpen His servant
Israel.”>* Not any Israel in general, indeed, but His servant, who in very deed maintains the true
nobility of Israel. And on this account also did the mother of God call Him servant (Son) and heir.
For when He had found the same labouring painfully in the letter and the law, He called him by
grace. It issuch an Isragl, therefore, that He called and hath hol pen in remembrance of His mercy.
“As He spake to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for ever.” In these few words is
comprehended the whole mystery of the economy. For, with the purpose of saving the race of men,
and fulfilling the covenant that was made with our fathers, Christ has once “bowed the heavens
and come down.”>** And thus He shows Himself to us aswe are capable of receiving Him, in order
that we might have power to see Him, and handle Him, and hear Him when the speaketh. And on
this account did God the Word deem it meet to take to Himself the flesh and the perfect humanity
by awoman, the holy Virgin; and He was born a man, in order that He might discharge our debt,
and fulfil even in Himself>* the ordinances of the covenant made with Abraham, in its rite of

540 Isa xiv. 14.
541 Isa xiv. 15.
542 Matt. xv. 27.
543 Lukei. 54.

544 Ps. xviii. 9.
545 UEXPIG EXVTOD.
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circumcision, and all the other legal appointments connected with it. And after she had spoken
these words the holy Virgin went to Nazareth; and from that a decree of Caesar led her to come
again to Bethlehem; and so, as proceeding herself from the royal house, she was brought to the
royal house of David aong with Joseph her espoused husband. And there ensued there the mystery
which transcends all wonders,—the Virgin brought forth and bore in her hand Him who bears the
whole creation by His word. “And there was no room for them in the inn.”** He found no room
who founded the whol e earth by Hisword. She nourished with her milk Him who imparts sustenance
and lifeto everything that hath breath. She wrapped Him in swaddling-clotheswho bindsthewhole
creation fast with His word. She laid Him in a manger who rides seated upon the cherubim.®” A
light from heaven shone round about Him who lighteneth the whole creation. The hosts of heaven
attended Him with their doxologies who is glorified in heaven from before all ages. A star with its
torch guided them who had come from the distant parts of earth toward Him who isthe true Orient.
From the East came those who brought gifts to Him who for our sakes became poor. And the holy
mother of God kept these words, and pondered them in her heart, like one who was the receptacle
of all the mysteries. Thy praise, O most holy Virgin, surpasses al laudation, by reason of the God
who received the flesh and was born man of thee. To thee every creature, of thingsin heaven, and
things on earth, and things under the earth, offers the meet offering of honour. For thou hast been
indeed set forth as the true cherubic throne. Thou shinest as the very brightness of light in the high
places of the kingdoms of intelligence;>® where the Father, who is without beginning, and whose
power thou hadst overshadowing thee, is glorified; where also the Son is worshipped, whom thou
didst bear according to the flesh; and where the Holy Spirit is praised, who effected in thy womb
the generation of the mighty King. Through thee, O thou that art highly favoured, is the holy and
consubstantial Trinity known in the world. Together with thyself, deem us a so worthy to be made
partakers of thy perfect grace in Jesus Christ our Lord: with whom, and with the Holy Spirit, be
glory to the Father, now and ever, and unto the ages of the ages. Amen.>¥

The Third Homily.

546 Lukeii. 7.

547 Ps. Ixxx. 1.

548 £v 101G dxpoig T®V vont®v Pactheidv. Othersread vétov = in the high places of the kingdoms of the south.
549 The close is otherwise given thus: To whom be the glory and the power unto the ages of the ages. Amen.
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On the Annunciation to the Holy Virgin Mary.>°

Again have wethe glad tidings of joy, again the announcements of liberty, again the restoration,
again the return, again the promise of gladness, again the release from slavery. An angel talks with
theVirgin, in order that the serpent may no more have converse with the woman. In the sixth month,
it is said, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin espoused to a man.** Gabriel was sent
to declare the world-wide salvation: Gabriel was sent to bear to Adam the signature of hisrestoration;
Gabriel was sent to a virgin, in order to transform the dishonour of the female sex into honour;
Gabriel was sent to prepare the worthy chamber for the pure spouse; Gabriel was sent to wed the
creature with the Creator; Gabriel was sent to the animate pal ace of the King of the angels; Gabriel
was sent to a virgin espoused to Joseph, but preserved for Jesus the Son of God. The incorporeal
servant was sent to the virgin undefiled. One free from sin was sent to one that admitted no
corruption. The light was sent that should announce the Sun of righteousness. The dawn was sent
that should precede the light of the day. Gabriel was sent to proclaim Him who isin the bosom of
the Father, and who yet was to be in the arms of the mother. Gabriel was sent to declare Him who
isupon the throne, and yet also in the cavern. The subaltern was sent to utter aloud the mystery of
the great King; the mystery, | mean, which isdiscerned by faith, and which cannot be searched out
by officious curiosity; the mystery which is to be adored, not weighed; the mystery which isto be
taken as athing divine, and not measured. “In the sixth month Gabriel was sent to avirgin.” What
is meant by this sixth month? What? It is the sixth month from the time when Elisabeth received
the glad tidings, from the time that she conceived John. And how is this made plain? The archangel
himself gives us the interpretation, when he saysto the virgin: “Behold, thy relation Elisabeth, she
hath also conceived ason in her old age: and this is now the sixth month with her, who was called
barren.”**? In the sixth month—that is evidently, therefore, the sixth month of the conception of
John. For it was meet that the subaltern should go before; it was meet that the attendant should
precede; it was meet that the herald of the Lord’s coming should prepare the way for Him. In the
sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent to avirgin espoused to aman; espoused, not united; espoused,
yet kept intact. And for what purpose was she espoused? In order that the spoiler might not learn
the mystery prematurely. For that the King wasto come by avirgin, wasafact known to the wicked
one. For he too heard these words of Isaiah: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son.”>?
And on every occas on, consequently, he kept watch upon the virgin’ swords, in order that, whenever
this mystery should be fulfilled, he might prepare her dishonour. Wherefore the Lord came by an
espoused virgin, in order to elude the notice of the wicked one; for one who was espoused was

550 “The Third Discourse by the same sainted Gregory, Bishop of Neo-Caesareig, surnamed Thaumaturgus, on the Annunciation
to the all-holy Virgin Mary, mother of God.”

551 Lukei. 26, 27.

552 Lukei. 36.

553 Isa. vii. 14.
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pledged in fine to be her husband’s. “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent to a virgin
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph.” Hear what the prophet says about this man and the
virgin: “This book that is sealed shall be delivered to a man that is learned.”** What is meant by
this sealed book, but just the virgin undefiled? From whom is this to be given? From the priests
evidently. And to whom? To the artisan Joseph. As, then, the priests espoused Mary to Joseph as
to a prudent husband, and committed her to his care in expectation of the time of marriage, and as
it behoved him then on obtaining her to keep the virgin untouched, this was announced by the
prophet long before, when he said: “This book that is sealed shall be delivered to a man that is
learned.” And that manwill say, | cannot read it. But why canst thou not read it, O Joseph? | cannot
read it, he says, because the book is sealed. For whom, then, is it preserved? It is preserved as a
place of sojourn for the Maker of the universe. But let us return to our immediate subject. In the
sixth month Gabriel was sent to a virgin—he who received, indeed, such injunctions as these:
“Come hither now, archangel, and become the minister of a dread mystery which has been kept
hid, and be thou the agent in the miracle. | am moved by my compassions to descend to earth in
order to recover the lost Adam. Sin hath made him decay who was made in my image, and hath
corrupted the work of my hands, and hath obscured the beauty which | formed. The wolf devours
my nursling, the home of paradiseis desolate, the tree of life is guarded by the flaming sword, the
location of enjoyments is closed. My pity is evoked for the object of this enmity, and | desire to
seize the enemy. Yet | wish to keep this mystery, which | confide to thee alone, still hid from all
the powers of heaven. Go thou, therefore, to the Virgin Mary. Pass thou on to that animate city
whereof the prophet spake in these words: ‘ Glorious things were spoken of thee, O city of God.’%*®
Proceed, then, to my rational paradise; proceed to the gate of the east; proceed to the place of sojourn
that isworthy of my word; proceed to that second heaven on earth; proceed to the light cloud, and
announce to it the shower of my coming; proceed to the sanctuary prepared for me; proceed to the
hall of the incarnation; proceed to the pure chamber of my generation after the flesh. Speak in the
ears of my rational ark, so asto prepare for me the accesses of hearing. But neither disturb nor vex
the soul of the virgin. Manifest thyself in a manner befitting that sanctuary, and hail her first with
the voice of gladness. And address Mary with the salutation, ‘Hail, thou that art highly favoured,’
that 1 may show compassion for Eve in her depravation.” The archangel heard these things, and
considered them within himself, as was reasonable, and said: “Strange is this matter; passing
AN comprehension is thisthing that is spoken. He who is the object of dread to the cherubim, He who
67 cannot be looked upon by the seraphim, He who isincomprehensible to all the heavenly®*® powers,
does He give the assurance of His connection with a maiden? does He announce His own personal
coming? yeamore, does He hold out an access by hearing? and is He who condemned Eve, urgent

554 Isa. xxix. 11.
555 Ps. Ixxxvii. 3.
556 Or, angelic.
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to put such honour upon her daughter? For He says. * So asto prepare for me the accesses of hearing.’
But can the womb contain Him who cannot be contained in space? Truly thisis adread mystery.”
While the angel is indulging such reflections, the Lord says to Him: “Why art thou troubled and
perplexed, O Gabriel ? Hast thou not already been sent by me to Zacharias the priest? Hast thou not
conveyed to him the glad tidings of the nativity of John? Didst thou not inflict upon the incredul ous
priest the penalty of speechlessness? Didst thou not punish the aged man with dumbness? Didst
thou not make thy declaration, and I confirmed it? And has not the actual fact followed upon thy
announcement of good? Did not the barren woman conceive? Did not the womb obey the word?
Did not the malady of sterility depart? Did not the inert disposition of nature take to flight? Is not
she now one that shows fruitfulness, who before was never pregnant? Can anything be impossible
with me, the Creator of all? Wherefore, then, art thou tossed with doubt?” What is the angel’s
answer to this?“O Lord,” he says, “to remedy the defects of nature, to do away with the blast of
evils, to recall the dead membersto the power of life, to enjoin on nature the potency of generation,
to remove barrenness in the case of members that have passed the common limit,*’ to change the
old and withered stalk into the appearance of verdant vigour, to set forth the fruitless soil suddenly
as the producer of sheaves of corn,—to do all thisisawork which, asit is ever the case, demands
Thy power. And Sarah is a witness thereto, and along with her*® also Rebecca, and again Anna,
who all, though bound by the dread ill of barrenness, were afterwards gifted by Theewith deliverance
from that malady. But that a virgin should bring forth, without knowledge of a man, is something
that goes beyond all the laws of nature; and dost Thou yet announce Thy coming to the maiden?
The bounds of heaven and earth do not contain Thee, and how shall the womb of avirgin contain
Thee? And the Lord says: “How did the tent of Abraham contain me?’**° And the angel says: “As
there were there the deeps of hospitality, O Lord, Thou didst show Thyself thereto Abraham at the
door of thetent, and didst pass quickly by it, asHewho filleth all things. But how can Mary sustain
thefire of the divinity? Thy throne blazes with the illumination of its splendour, and can the virgin
receive Theewithout being consumed?’ Thenthe Lord says. “Yeasurely, if thefireinthewilderness
injured the bush, my coming will indeed also injure Mary; but if that fire which served as the
adumbration of the advent of the fire of divinity from heaven fertilized the bush, and did not burn
it, what wilt thou say of the Truth that descends not in a flame of fire, but in the form of rain?’%°
Thereupon the angel set himself to carry out the commission given him, and repaired to the Virgin,
and addressed her with aloud voice, saying: “Hail, thou that are highly favoured! the Lord iswith
thee. No longer shalt the devil be against thee; for where of old that adversary inflicted the wound,
there now first of all does the Physician apply the salve of deliverance. Where death came forth,

557 vnepopiolg péheoty.

558 Or, and after her.

559 Gen. xviii.

560 Ps. Ixxii. 6. [A sub-alusion, in bad taste, to Semele.]
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there has life now prepared its entrance. By a woman came the flood of our ills, and by a woman
also our blessings have their spring. Hail, thou that are highly favoured! Be not thou ashamed, as
if thou wert the cause of our condemnation. For thou art made the mother of Him who is at once
Judge and Redeemer. Hail, thou stainless mother of the Bridegroom®™* of aworld bereft! Hail, thou
that hast sunk in thy womb the death (that came) of the mother (Eve)! Hail, thou animate temple
of temple of God! Hail, thou equal*? home of heaven and earth alike! Hail, thou amplest receptacle
of theillimitable nature!” But asthese thingsare so, through her has come for the sick the Physician;
for them that sit in darkness, the Sun of righteousness; for all that are tossed and tempest-beaten,
the Anchor and the Port undisturbed by storm. For the servants in irreconcilable enmity has been
born the Lord; and One has sojourned with us to be the bond of peace and the Redeemer of those
led captive, and to be the peace for those involved in hostility. For He is our peace;®* and of that
peace may it be granted that all we may receive the enjoyment, by the grace and kindness of our
Lord Jesus Christ; to whom be the glory, honour, and power, now and ever, and unto all the ages
of the ages. Amen.

The Fourth Homily.

On the Holy Theophany, or on Christ’s Baptism.>*

Oyewho arethefriends of Christ, and the friends of the stranger, and the friends of the brethren,
receive in kindness my speech to-day, and open your ears like the doors of hearing, and admit
within them my discourse, and accept from me this saving proclamation of the baptism®® of Christ,
which took place in the river Jordan, in order that your loving desires may be quickened after the
Lord, who has done so much for us in the way of condescension. For even though the festival of
the Epiphany of the Saviour is past, the grace of the same yet abides with us through all. Let us
therefore enjoy it with insatiable minds; for insatiate desire is a good thing in the case of what
pertainsto salvation—yesa, it isagood thing. Come therefore, all of us, from Galilee to Judea, and
let us go forth with Christ; for blessed is he who journeys in such company on the way of life.

561 vupgotdke. The Latin version givesit as = sponsa, simul et mater. [Apostrophe not worship.]

562 iodppomnov.

563 Eph. ii. 14.

564 “A Discourse by our sainted Father Gregory, Bishop of Neo-Caesareia, surnamed Thaumaturgus, on the Holy Theophany,

or, asthetitleis also given, on the Holy Lights.”

565 KatadUoEWS.
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Come, and with the feet of thought |et us make for the Jordan, and see John the Baptist as he baptizes
One who needs no baptism, and yet submitsto theritein order that He may bestow freely upon us
the grace of baptism. Come, let us view the image of our regeneration, as it is emblematically
presented in these waters. “ Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him.”%% O how vast is the humility of the Lord! O how vast His condescension! The King of the
heavens hastened to John, Hisown forerunner, without setting in motion the camps®’ of Hisangels,
without despatching beforehand the incorporeal powers as His precursors; but presenting Himself
inutmost simplicity, in soldier-like form,% He comes up to His own subaltern. And He approached
him as one of the multitude, and humbled Himself among the captives though He was the Redeemer,
and ranged Himself with those under judgment though He was the Judge, and joined Himself with
the lost sheep though He was the Good Shepherd who on account of the straying sheep came down
from heaven, and yet did not forsake His heavens, and was mingled with the tares though He was
that heavenly grain that springs unsown. And when the Baptist John then saw Him, recognising
Him whom beforein his mother’ swomb he had recogni sed and worshipped, and discerning clearly
that this was He on whose account, in a manner surpassing the natural time, he had leaped in the
womb of his mother, in violation of the limits of nature, he drew his right hand within his double
cloak, and bowing his head like a servant full of love to his master, addressed Him in these words:
| have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me™* What is this Thou doest, my Lord?
Why dost Thou reverse the order of things? Why seekest Thou along with the servants, at the hand
of Thy servant, the things that are proper to servants? Why dost Thou desire to receive what Thou
requirest not? Why dost Thou burden me, Thy servitor, with Thy mighty condescension? | have
need to be baptized of Thee, but Thou hast no need to be baptized of me. Thelessis blessed by the
greater, and the greater is not blessed and sanctified by the less. The light is kindled by the sun,
and the sun is not made to shine by the rush-lamp. The clay iswrought by the potter, and the potter
isnot moulded by the clay. The creature is made anew by the Creator, and the Creator isnot restored
by the creature. Theinfirmis healed by the physician, and the physician is not cured by the infirm.
The poor man receives contributions from the rich, and the rich borrow not from the poor. | have
need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me? Can | be ignorant who Thou art, and from
what source Thou hast Thy light, and whence Thou art come? Or, because Thou hast been born
even as | have been,> am [, then, to deny the greatness of Thy divinity? Or, because Thou hast
condescended so far to me as to have approached my body, and dost bear me wholly in Thyself in
order to effect the salvation of the whole man, am I, on account of that body of Thine which is

566 Matt. iii. 13.

567 Or, armies.

568 Or subaltern, év tfj oTpaTIWTIKT] HOPQT].

569 Matt. iii. 14.

570 Or, because for my sake Thou hast been born as | have been.
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seen, to overlook that divinity of Thine which is only apprehended? Or, because on behalf of my
salvation Thou hast taken to Thyself the offering of my first-fruits, am | to ignore the fact that Thou
“coverest Thyself with light aswith agarment?’5™ Or, because Thou wearest the flesh that isrelated
to me, and dost show Thyself to men asthey are able to see Thee, am | to forget the brightness of
Thy glorious divinity? Or, because | see my own form in Thee, am | to reason against Thy divine
substance, which isinvisible and incomprehensible? | know Thee, O Lord; | know Thee clearly. |
know Thee, since | have been taught by Thee; for no one can recognise Thee, unless He enjoys
Thine illumination. | know Thee, O Lord, clearly; for | saw Thee spiritually before | beheld this
light. When Thou wert altogether in the incorporeal bosom of the heavenly Father, Thou wert also
altogether in the womb of Thy handmaid and mother; and though held in the womb of Elisabeth
by nature asin a prison, and bound with the indissoluble bonds of the children unborn, leaped and
celebrated Thy birth with anticipative rejoicings. Shall | then, who gave intimation of Thy sojourn
on earth before Thy birth, fail to apprehend Thy coming after Thy birth? Shall I, who in the womb
was ateacher of Thy coming, be now a child in understanding in view of perfect knowledge? But
| cannot but worship Thee, who art adored by the whole creation; | cannot but proclaim Thee, of
whom heaven gave the indication by the star, and for whom earth offered a kind reception by the
wise men, while the choirs of angels also praised Thee in joy over Thy condescension to us, and
the shepherds who kept watch by night hymned Thee as the Chief Shepherd of the rational sheep.
| cannot keep silence while Thou art present, for | am avoice; yea, | am the voice, asit is said, of
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord.5? | have need to be baptized of Thee,
and comest Thou to me? | was born, and thereby removed the barrenness of the mother that bore
me; and while still a babe | became the healer of my father’s speechlessness, having received of
Thee from my childhood the gift of the miraculous. But Thou, being born of the Virgin Mary, as
Thou didst will, and as Thou a one dost know, didst not do away with her virginity; but Thou didst
keep it, and didst ssimply gift her with the name of mother: and neither did her virginity preclude
Thy birth, nor did Thy birth injure her virginity. But these two things, so utterly opposite—bearing
and virginity—harmonized with one intent; for such athing abides possible with Thee, the Framer
of nature. | am but a man, and am a partaker of the divine grace; but Thou art God, and also man
to the same effect: for Thou art by nature man’s friend. | have need to be baptized of Thee, and
comest Thou to me? Thou who wast in the beginning, and wast with God, and wast God;*” Thou
who art the brightness of the Father’ sglory;>* Thou who art the perfect image of the perfect Father;>”

571 Ps. civ. 2.

572 Matt. iii. 3; Mark i. 3; Lukeiii. 4; Johni. 23.
573 Johni. 1.

574 Heb.i. 3.

575 Or, of the perfect Light; to wit, the Father.
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Thou who art the true light that lighteneth every man that cometh into the world;*® Thou who wast
intheworld, and didst come where Thou wast; Thou who wast made flesh, and yet wast not changed
into the flesh; Thou who didst dwell among us, and didst manifest Thyself to Thy servantsin the
form of a servant; Thou who didst bridge earth and heaven together by Thy holy nhame,—comest
Thou to me? One so great to such aone as | am? The King to the forerunner? The Lord to the
servant? But though Thou wast not ashamed to be born in the lowly measures of humanity, yet |
have no ability to pass the measures of nature. | know how great is the measure of difference
between earth and the Creator. | know how grest is the distinction between the clay and the potter.
| know how vast is the superiority possessed by Thee, who art the Sun of righteousness, over me
who am but the torch of Thy grace. Even though Thou art compassed with the pure cloud of the
body, | can still recognise Thy lordship. I acknowledge my own servitude, | proclaim Thy glorious
greatness, | recognise Thy perfect lordship, | recognise my own perfect insignificance, | am not
worthy to unloose the latchets of Thy shoes;*” and how shall | dare to touch Thy stainless head?
How can | stretch out the right hand upon Thee, who didst stretch out the heavens like a curtain,®™®
and didst set the earth above the waters®” How shall | spread those menia hands of mine upon
Thy head? How shall | wash Thee, who art undefiled and sinless? How shall | enlighten the light?
What manner of prayer shall | offer up over Thee, who dost receive the prayers even of those who
are ignorant of Thee?

When | baptize others, | baptize into Thy name, in order that they may believe on Thee, who
comest with glory; but when | baptize Thee, of whom shall | make mention? and into whose name
shall | baptize Thee? Into that of the Father? But Thou hast the Father altogether in Thyself, and
Thou art altogether in the Father. Or into that of the Son? But beside Thee there is no other Son of
God by nature. Or into that of the Holy Spirit? But He is ever together with Thee, as being of one
substance, and of one will, and of one judgment, and of one power, and of one honour with Thee;
and He receives, along with Thee, the same adoration from all. Wherefore, O Lord, baptize Thou
me, if Thou pleasest; baptize me, the Baptist. Regenerate one whom Thou didst causeto be generated.
Extend Thy dread right hand, which Thou hast prepared for Thyself, and crown my head by Thy
touch, in order that | may run the course before Thy kingdom, crowned like a forerunner, and
diligently announce the good tidings to the sinners, addressing them with this earnest call: “Behold
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!” O river Jordan, accompany me in the
joyous choir, and leap with me, and stir thy watersrhythmically, asin the movements of the dance;
for thy Maker stands by thee in the body. Once of old didst thou see Israel pass through thee, and

576 Johni. 9.

577 Lukeiii. 16; Johni. 27.
578 Ps. civ. 2.

579 Ps. cxxxvi. 6.

580 Johni. 29.
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thou didst divide thy floods, and didst wait in expectation of the passage of the people; but now
divide thyself more decidedly, and flow more easily, and embrace the stainless limbs of Him who
I\ atthat ancient time did convey the Jews*®* through thee. Y e mountains and hills, ye valleys and
70 torrents, ye seas and rivers, bless the Lord, who has come upon the river Jordan; for through these

streams He transmits sanctification to all streams. And Jesus answered and said to him: Suffer it
to be so now, for thus it becometh usto fulfil al righteousness.>? Suffer it to be so now; grant the
favour of silence, O Baptist, to the season of my economy. Learn to will whatever ismy will. Learn
to minister to me in those things on which | am bent, and do not pry curioudly into all that | wish
to do. Suffer it to be so now: do not yet proclaim my divinity; do not yet herald my kingdom with
thy lips, in order that the tyrant may not learn the fact and give up the counsel he has formed with
respect to me. Permit the devil to come upon me, and enter the conflict with me as though | were
but a common man, and receive thus his mortal wound. Permit me to fulfil the object for which |
have come to earth. It isamystery that is being gone through this day in the Jordan. My mysteries
are for myself and my own. Thereisamystery here, not for the fulfilling of my own need, but for
the designing of aremedy for those who have been wounded. There is a mystery, which givesin
these waters the representation of the heavenly streams of the regeneration of men. Suffer it to be
so now: when thou seest me doing what seemeth to me good among the works of my hands, in a
manner befitting divinity, then attune thy praises to the acts accomplished. When thou seest me
cleansing the lepers, then proclaim me as the framer of nature. When thou seest me make the lame
ready runners, then with quickened pace do thou also prepare thy tongue to praise me. When thou
seest me cast out demons, then hail my kingdom with adoration. When thou seest me raise the dead
from their graves by my word, then, in concert with those thus raised, glorify me as the Prince of
Life. When thou seest me on the Father’s right hand, then acknowledge me to be divine, as the
egual of the Father and the Holy Spirit, on the throne, and in eternity, and in honour. Suffer it to
be so now; for thusit becometh usto fulfil all righteousness. | am the Lawgiver, and the Son of the
Lawgiver; and it becometh me first to pass through all that is established, and then to set forth
everywhere the intimations of my free gift. It becometh me to fulfil the law, and then to bestow
grace. It becometh me to adduce the shadow, and then the reality. It becometh me to finish the old
covenant, and then to dictate the new, and to write it on the hearts of men, and to subscribe it with
my blood,* and to seal it with my Spirit. It becometh me to ascend the cross, and to be pierced
withitsnails, and to suffer after the manner of that nature which is capable of suffering, and to heal
sufferings by my suffering, and by the tree to cure the wound that was inflicted upon men by the
medium of atree. It becometh me to descend even into the very depths of the grave, on behalf of
the dead who are detained there. It becometh me, by my three days' dissolution in the flesh, to
destroy the power of the ancient enemy, death. It becometh me to kindle the torch of my body for

581 Or, the Hebrews.
582 Matt. iii. 13.
583 Or, with my name.
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those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. It becometh me to ascend in the flesh to that
place where | am in my divinity. It becometh me to introduce to the Father the Adam reigning in
me. It becometh me to accomplish these things, for on account of these things | have taken my
position with the works of my hands. It becometh me to be baptized with this baptism for the
present, and afterwards to bestow the baptism of the consubstantial Trinity upon al men. Lend me,
therefore, O Baptist, thy right hand for the present economy, even as Mary lent her womb for my
birth. Immerse me in the streams of Jordan, even as she who bore me wrapped me in children’s
swaddling-clothes. Grant me thy baptism even asthe Virgin granted me her milk. Lay hold of this
head of mine, which the seraphim revere. With thy right hand lay hold of this head, that is related
to thyself in kinship. Lay hold of this head, which nature has made to be touched. Lay hold of this
head, which for this very purpose has been formed by myself and my Father. Lay hold of this head
of mine, which, if one does lay hold of it in piety, will save him from ever suffering shipwreck.
Baptize me, who am destined to baptize those who believe on me with water, and with the Spirit,
and with fire: with water, capable of washing away the defilement of sins; with the Spirit, capable
of making the earthly spiritual; with fire, naturally fitted to consume the thorns of transgressions.
On hearing these words, the Baptist directed his mind to the object of the salvation,*®* and
comprehended the mystery which he had received, and discharged the divine command; for hewas
at once pious and ready to obey. And stretching forth slowly hisright hand, which seemed both to
tremble and to rejoice, he baptized the Lord. Then the Jews who were present, with those in the
vicinity and those from a distance, reasoned together, and spake thus with themselves and with
each other: Wasit, then, without cause that we imagined John to be superior to Jesus? Wasit without
cause that we considered the former to be greater than the latter? Does not this very baptism attest
the Baptist’ s pre-eminence? |snot he who baptizeth presented as the superior, and hewho is baptized
asthe inferior? But while they, in their ignorance of the mystery of the economy, babbled in such
wise with each other, Hewho aloneis Lord, and by nature the Father of the Only-begotten, He who
aone knoweth perfectly Him whom He alone in passionless fashion begat, to correct the erroneous
imaginations of the Jews, opened the gates of the heavens, and sent down the Holy Spirit in the
form of adove, lighting upon the head of Jesus, pointing out thereby the new Noah, yea the maker
of Noah, and the good pilot of the nature which isin shipwreck. And He Himself calls with clear
voice out of heaven, and says: “Thisis my beloved Son,”*®—the Jesus there, namely, and not the
John; the one baptized, and not the one baptizing; He who was begotten of me before all periods
of time and not he who was begotten of Zacharias;, He who was born of Mary after the flesh, and
not he who was brought forth by Elisabeth beyond all expectation; He who was the fruit of the
virginity yet preserved intact, and not he who was the shoot from a sterility removed; He who has
had His conversation with you, and not he who was brought up in the wilderness. Thisismy beloved
Son, inwhom | am well pleased: my Son, of the same substance with myself, and not of adifferent;

584 Or, to the Saviour’s object.
585 Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5; Mark i. 11; Lukeix. 35.
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of one substance with me according to what is unseen, and of one substance with you according to
what is seen, yet without sin. This is He who along with me made man. Thisis my beloved Son,
in whom | am well pleased. This Son of mine and this son of Mary are not two distinct persons,
but this is my beloved Son,—this one who is both seen with the eye and apprehended with the
mind. Thisis my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear Him. If He shall say, | and my
Father are one,**® hear Him. If He shall say, He that hath seen me hath seen the Father,*" hear Him.
If He shall say, He that hath sent me is greater than 1,5 adapt the voice to the economy. If He shall
say, Whom do men say that | the Son of man am?® answer ye Him thus: Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.>® By these words, as they were sent from the Father out of heaven in
thunder-form, the race of men was enlightened: they apprehended the difference between the Creator
and the creature, between the King and the soldier (subject), between the Worker and the work;
and being strengthened in faith, they drew near through the baptism of John to Christ, our true God,
who baptizeth with the Spirit and with fire. To Him be glory, and to the Father, and to the most
holy and quickening Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of the ages. Amen.

Elucidations.

| can do no better than follow Dupin as to the authorship of these Homilies. He thinksthe style
of Proclus (of Constantinople) may be detected in them, though the fourth is beyond him for
eloguence, and has even been thought worthy of St. Chrysostom. It was produced after Nicaeg, and
probably after Ephesus, its somewhat exaggerated praises of the 6sotdkog being unusua at an
earlier period. The titles of these Homilies are the work of much later editors; and interpolations
probably occur frequently, by the same hands.

586 John x. 30.
587 John xiv. 9.
588 John xiv. 28.
589 Matt. xvi. 13.
590 Matt. xvi. 16.
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.k On All the Saints.591

GRANT thy blessing, Lord.

It was my desire to be silent, and not to make a public®? display of the rustic rudeness of my
tongue. For silence is a matter of great consequence when one' s speech is mean.>*® And to refrain
from utterance is indeed an admirable thing, where there is lack of training; and verily heis the
highest philosopher who knows how to cover his ignorance by abstinence from public address.
Knowing, therefore, the feebleness of tongue proper to me, | should have preferred such a course.
Nevertheless the spectacle of the onlookers impels me to speak. Since, then, this solemnity is a
glorious one among our festivals, and the spectators form a crowded gathering, and our assembly
is one of elevated fervour in the faith, | shall face the task of commencing an address with
confidence.® And this | may attempt all the more boldly, since the Father®® requests me, and the
Church is with me, and the sainted martyrs with this object strengthen what is weak in me. For
these have inspired aged men to accomplish with much love along course, and constrained them
to support their failing steps by the staff of the word;**® and they have stimulated women to finish
their course like the young men, and have brought to this, too, those of tender years, yea, even
creeping children. In thiswise have the martyrs shown their power, leaping with joy in the presence
of death, laughing at the sword, making sport of the wrath of princes, grasping at death as the
producer of deathlessness, making victory their own by their fal, through the body taking their
leap to heaven, suffering their members to be scattered abroad in order that they might hold*” their
souls, and, bursting the bars of life, that they might open the gates® of heaven. And if any one
believes not that death is abolished, that Hades is trodden under foot, that the chains thereof are
broken, that thetyrant isbound, let him ook on the martyrs disporting themsel ves™ in the presence
of death, and taking up the jubilant strain of the victory of Christ. O the marvel! Since the hour

591 A discourse of Gregory Thaumaturgus published by Joannes Aloysius Mingarelli, Bologna, 1770.

592 The codex gives dnposiebovoav, for which we read dnuocieveiy.

593 The codex gives dteArg, for which ebteArig is read by the editor.

594 Reading Bappovvtwg for Bappodvrog.

595 Thisis supposed by the Latin annotator to refer to the bishop, and perhaps to Phaedimus of Amases, as in those times no
one was at liberty to make an address in the church when the bishop was present, except by his request or with his permission.

59 Or, the Word.

597 opiyéwot.

508 Or, keys.

599 KUPLOTGOVTEC.
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when Christ despoiled Hades, men have danced in triumph over death. “ O death, whereisthy sting!
O grave, where is thy victory?’¢®° Hades and the devil have been despoiled, and stripped of their
ancient armour, and cast out of their peculiar power. And even as Goliath had his head cut off with
his own sword, so also isthe devil, who has been the father of death, put to rout through death; and
he finds that the selfsame thing which he was wont to use as the ready weapon of his deceit, has
become the mighty instrument of his own destruction. Yea, if we may so speak, casting his hook
at the Godhead, and seizing the wonted enjoyment of the baited pleasure, he is himself manifestly
caught while he deems himself the captor, and discovers that in place of the man he has touched
the God. By reason thereof do the martyrs leap upon the head of the dragon, and despise every
species of torment. For since the second Adam has brought up the first Adam out of the deeps of
Hades, as Jonah was delivered out of the whal e, and has set forth him who was deceived asacitizen
of heaven to the shame of the deceiver, the gates of Hades have been shut, and the gates of heaven
have been opened, so asto offer an unimpeded entrance to those who rise thither in faith. In olden
time Jacob beheld a ladder erected reaching to heaven, and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon it. But now, having been made man for man’s sake, He who is the Friend of man
has crushed with the foot of His divinity him who is the enemy of man, and has borne up the man
with the hand of His Christhood,® and has made the trackless ether to be trodden by the feet of
man. Then the angels were ascending and descending; but now the Angel of the great counsel
neither ascendeth nor descendeth: for whence or where shall He change His position, who is present
everywhere, and filleth all things, and holds in His hand the ends of the world? Once, indeed, He
descended, and once He ascended,—not, however, through any change®? of nature, but only in the
condescension®® of His philanthropic Christhood;** and He is seated as the Word with the Father,
and as the Word He dwells in the womb, and as the Word He is found everywhere, and is never
separated from the God of the universe. Aforetime did the devil deride the nature of man with great
laughter, and he has had his joy over the times of our calamity as his festal-days. But the laughter
isonly athree days' pleasure, while the wailing is eternal; and his great laughter has prepared for
him agreater wailing and ceasel ess tears, and inconsol able weeping, and asword in hisheart. This
sword did our Leader forge against the enemy with firein the virgin furnace, in such wise and after
such fashion asHewilled, and gaveit its point by the energy of Hisinvincible divinity, and dipped
it in the water of an undefiled baptism, and sharpened it by sufferings without passion in them, and
made it bright by the mystical resurrection; and herewith by Himself He put to death the vengeful
adversary, together with his whole host. What manner of word, therefore, will express our joy or
his misery? For he who was once an archangel is now adevil; he who once lived in heaven is now

600 1 Cor. xv. 55.

601 Xprotdtnrog, for which, however, xpnotdtnrog, benignity, is suggested. [ Sometimes are intended ambiguity.]
602 uetaPdoet.

603 ovykatafdoet.

604 Or, benignity.
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seen crawling like a serpent upon earth; he who once was jubilant with the cherubim, is now shut
up in pain in the guard-house of swine; and him, too, in fine, shall we put to rout if we mind those
things which are contrary to his choice, by the grace and kindness of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, to
whom be the glory and the power unto the ages of the ages. Amen.

Elucidations.

THEe feast of All Saintsis very ancient in the Oriental churches, and is assigned to the Octave
of Pentecost, the Anglican Trinity Sunday. See Neale, Eastern Church, val. ii. pp. 734, 753. In the
West it was ingtituted when Boniface I11. (who accepted from the Emperor Phocas the title of
“Universal Bishop,” A.p. 607) turned the Pantheon into achurch, and with asort of practical epigram
called it the church of “All the Saints.” It was a local festival until the ninth century, when the
Emperor Louis the Pious introduced it into France and Germany. Thence it came to England. It
fals on the 1st of November.

The gates of the church at Rome are the same which once opened for the worship of “all the
gods.” They are of massive bronze, and are among the most interesting of the antiquities of the
city.

The modern gates of St. Peter’s, at Rome, are offensive copies of heathen mythology; and
among the subjects there represented, is the shameful tale of Leda,—a symbol of the taste of Leo
X.

S On the Gospel According to Matthew.6%

74

(Chapter VI. 22, 23))

“The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that isin thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!”

605 A fragment. (Gallandi, Vet. Patr. Biblioth., xiv. p. 119; from a Catena on Matthew, Cod. ms. 168, Mitarelli.)
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THE single eyeisthelove unfeigned; for when the body isenlightened by it, it setsforth through
the medium of the outer members only things which are perfectly correspondent with the inner
thoughts. But the evil eyeisthe pretended |ove, which isalso called hypocrisy, by which the whole
body of the man is made darkness. We have to consider that deeds meet only for darkness may be
within the man, while through the outer members he may produce words that seem to be of the
light:%% for there are those who are in reality wolves, though they may be covered with sheep’s
clothing. Such are they who wash only the outside of the cup and platter, and do not understand
that, unlesstheinside of thesethingsiscleansed, the outsideitself cannot be made pure. Wherefore,
in manifest confutation of such persons, the Saviour says:. “If the light that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness!” That is to say, if the love which seems to thee to be light isreally a

work meet for darkness, by reason of some hypocrisy concealed in thee, what must be thy patent
transgressions!

606 Thetext is apparently corrupt here: &&1a uév oxdtoug mpdypata évvooduevov €6wdev: 81 8¢ TdV EEwbeV Lep®DV PWTOG

eivat Sokobvta mpo@éov priuata. Migne suggests évvoobuev tév and mpopépovra.

130



ANFO06. Fathers of the Third Century: Gregory Thaumaturgus,

Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus, Anatolius, and Minor
Writers, Methodius, Arnobius

DIONY SIUS.

[TRaNSLATED BY THE REV. S. D. F. SaLmonDp, MLA ]

Introductory Note

TO

Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria.

[A.D. 200-265.] The great Origen had twin children in Gregory and Dionysius. Their livesran
in parallel lines, and are said to have ended on the same day; and nobly did they sustain the dignity
and orthodoxy of the pre-eminent school which was soon to seeitsbright peculiar star in Athanasius.
Dionysiusis supposed to have been a native of Alexandria, of heathen parentage, and of a family
possessed of wealth and honourable rank. Early in life he seems to have been brought under the
influence of certain presbyters,; and a voice seemed to speak to him in avision®’ encouraging him
to “prove al things, and hold fast that which isgood.” We find him at the feet of Origen adiligent
pupil, and afterwards, as a presbyter, succeeding Heraclas (a.p. 232) as the head of the schooal,
gitting in Origen’s seat. For about fifteen years he further illuminated this illustrious chair; and
then, in ripe years, about A.p. 246, he succeeded Heraclas again as bishop of Alexandria, at that
time, beyond all comparison, the greatest and the most powerful See of Christendom.

For ayear or two he fed his flock in peace; but then troubles broke in upon his people, even
under the kindly reign of Philip. Things grew worse, till under Decius the eighth persecution was
let loose throughout the empire. Like Cyprian, Dionysius retired for a season, upon like
considerations, but not until he had been arrested and providentially delivered from death in a

607 Epistle to Philemon, infra.
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singular manner. On returning to hiswork, he found the Church greatly disturbed by the questions
concerning the lapsed, with which Cyprian’ s history has made us acquainted. In the | etter to Fabius
will be found details of the earlier persecution, and in that against Germanus are interesting facts
of hisown experience. The Epistleto the Alexandrians containsvery full particulars of the pestilence
which succeeded these calamities; and it is especially noteworthy as contrasting the humanity and
benevolence of Christianswith the cruel and cowardly indifference of the paganstowardsthe dying
and the dead. Seditions and tumults followed, on which we have our author’s reflections in the
Epistle to Hierax, with not a few animated touches of description concerning the condition of
Alexandria after such desolations. In the affair of Cyprian with Stephen he stood by the great
Carthaginian doctor, and maintained the positions expressed in the letter of Firmilian.®® Wars,
pestilences, and theirruptions of barbarians, make up the history of the residue of the period, through
which Dionysius was found a “burning and a shining light” to the Church; his great influence
extending throughout the East, and to the West also. | may leave the residue of his story to the
introductory remarks of the tranglator, and to his valuable annotations, to which it will not be
necessary for me to add many of my own. But | must find room to express my admiration for his
character, which was never found wanting amid many terribletrials of character and of faith itself.
His pen was never idle; his learning and knowledge of the Scriptures are apparent, even in the
fragmentsthat have come down to us; hisfidelity to the traditionsreceived from Origen and Heraclas
are not less conspicuous; and in al his dealings with his brethren of the East and West there reigns
over his conduct that pure spirit of the Gospel which proves that the virgin-age of the Church was
not yet of the past. A beautiful moderation and breadth of sympathy distinguish his episcopal
utterances; and, great as was his diocese, he seems equally devoid of prelatic pride and of that
wicked ambition which too soon after the martyr-ages proved the bane of the Church’s existence.
The following isthe

Tranglator’ s Introductory Notice.

For our knowledge of the career of thisillustrious disciple of Origen we are indebted chiefly
to Eusebius, in the sixth and seventh books of his Historia Ecclesiastica, and in the fourteenth book
of his Pragparatio Evangelica.®® He appears to have been the son of pagan parents; but after studying
the doctrines of various of the schools of philosophy, and coming under the influence of Origen,

608 Vol. v. p. 390, this series.

609 There are a so passages, of larger or smaller extent, bearing upon hislife and hisliterary activity, in Jerome (De viris
illustr., ch. 69; and Pradatio ad Lib., xviii., Comment. in Esaiam), Athanasius (De Sententia Dionysii, and De Synodi Nicamee
Decretis), Basil (De Spiritu Sancto, ch. 29; Epist. ad Amphiloch., and Epist. ad Maximum). Among modern authorities, we may
refer specially to the Dissertation on his life and writings by S. de Magistris, in the folio edition issued under his care in Greek
and Latin at Rome in 1796; to the account given by Basnage in the Histoire de |’ Eglise, tomei. livreii. ch. v. p. 68; to the
complete collection of his extant worksin Gallandi’ s Bibliotheca Patrum, iii. p. 481, etc.; aswell asto the accountsin Cave's
Hist. Lit., i. p. 95, and elsewhere.
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to whom he had attached himself as a pupil, he was led to embrace the Christian faith. This step
was taken at an early period, and, as he informs us, only after free examination and careful inquiry
into the great systems of heathen belief. He was made a presbyter in Alexandriaafter thisdecision;
and on the elevation of Heraclas to the bishopric of that city, Dionysius succeeded him in the
presidency of the catechetical school there about A.p. 232. After holding that position for some
fifteen years Heraclas died, and Dionysius was again chosen to be his successor; and ascending the
episcopal throne of Alexandria about A.p. 247 or 248, he retained that See till his death in the year
265. The period of his activity as bishop was atime of great suffering and continuous anxiety; and
between the terrors of persecution on the one hand, and the cares of controversy on the other, he
found little repose in his office. During the Decian persecution he was arrested and hurried off by
the soldiersto asmall town named Taposiris, lying between Alexandria and Canopus. But he was
rescued from the peril of that seizure in aremarkably providential manner, by a sudden rising of
the people of the rura district through which he was carried. Again, however, he was called to
suffer, and that more severely, when the persecution under Valerian broke out in the year 257. On
making open confession of his faith on this occasion he was banished, at a time when he was
serioudly ill, to Cephro, awild and barren district in Libya; and not until he had spent two or three
yearsin exile there was he enabled to return to Alexandria, in virtue of the edict of Gallienus. At
various times he had to cope, too, with the miseries of pestilence and famine and civil conflictsin
the seat of his bishopric. In the many ecclesiastical difficulties of hisage hewas also led to take a
prominent part. When the keen contest was waged on the subject of the rebaptism of recovered
heretics about the year 256, the matter in dispute was referred by both partiesto his judgment, and
he composed several valuable writings on the question. Then he was induced to enter the lists with
the Sabellians, and in the course of a lengthened controversy did much good service against their
tenets. The uncompromising energy of his opposition to that sect carried him, however, beyond
the bounds of prudence, so that he himself gave expression to opinions not easily reconcilable with
the common orthodox doctrine. For these he was called to account by Dionysius bishop of Rome;®°
and when a synod had been summoned to consider the case, he promptly and humbly acknowledged
the error into which his precipitate zeal had drawn him. Once more, he was urged to give hishelp
inthedifficulty with Paul of Samosata. But asthe burden of yearsand infirmitiesmadeitimpossible
for him to attend the synod convened at Antioch in 265 to deal with that troublesome heresiarch,
he sent his opinion on the subject of discussion in aletter to the council, and died soon after, towards
the close of the same year. The responsible duties of his bishopric had been discharged with singular
AN faithfulness and patience throughout the seventeen eventful years during which he occupied the
79 office. Among the ancients he was held in the highest esteem both for personal worth and for literary
usefulness; and it is related that there was a church dedicated to him in Alexandria. One feature

610 [Not, however, as an inferior, but as one bishop in those days remonstrated with another, and as he himself remonstrated
with Stephen. Seeinfra.]
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that appears very prominently in his character, is the spirit of independent investigation which
possessed him. It wasonly after candid examination of the current philosophiesthat he wasinduced
to become a Christian; and after his adoption of the faith, he kept himself abreast of all the
controversies of the time, and perused with an impartial mind the works of the great heretics. He
acted on this principle through his whole course as a teacher, pronouncing against such writings
only when he had made himself familiar with their contents, and saw how to refute them. And we
are told in Eusebius,®* that when a certain presbyter once remonstrated with him on this subject,
and warned him of the injury he might do to his own soul by habituating himself to the perusal of
these heterodox productions, Dionysiuswas confirmed in his purpose by avision and avoicewhich
were sent him, as he thought, from heaven to relieve him of all such fear, and to encourage him to
read and prove al that might come into his hand, because that method had been from the very first
the cause of faith to him. The moderation of his character, again, is not less worthy of notice. In
the case of the Novatian schism, while he was from the first decidedly opposed to the principles
of the party, he strove by patient and affectionate argumentation to persuade the leader to submit.
S0, too, in the disputes on baptism we find him urgently entreating the Roman bishop Stephen not
to press matters to extremity with the Eastern Church, nor destroy the peace she had only lately
begun to enjoy. Again, in the chiliastic difficulties excited by Nepos, and kept up by Coracion, we
see him assembling all the parochia clergy who held these opinions, and inviting all the laymen
of the diocese also to attend the conference, and discussing the question for three whole days with
al these ministers, considering their arguments, and meeting all their objections patiently by
Scripture testimony, until he persuades Coracion himself to retract, and receives the thanks of the
pastors, and restores unity of faith in his bishopric. On these occasions his mildness, and benignity,
and moderation stand out in bo