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(1)

PRITTACKE

This book forms the Nrst pant of Volume two of the Great

ronicle of Buddhas, the State Buddha Council’s version, by the Most
Venerable M gun Savadaw. Bhaddanta Vicittasarabhivamsa,
Tipitakadhara. Dhamma-bhandigirika. Aggamahdpandita.  Abhidhaja
Maharatthaguru. Abhidhaja Saddhammajotika.

The Volume two ol the Author’s work starts dealing with the
Buddha Ratand. Jewel of Buddha which is continued in the thir
fourth and the first half’ of the tilth volume.

It has been the aim ol the translation preject of the Tipitaka
Nikaya Sdsana Organisation to tny and produce at least one translated
book cach year in time lor the Veneration Ceremony performed in
honour of the birthday ol the Most Venerable Savadaw. In order
futfil this requircment. we have to adopt from the venn beginning,
because of limitations in facilities and paucity of literary assistants, the
m od ol dividing into two prations of cach book of the Sayadaw’s
work which is too large for complete translation within the r 1ired
itme. Thus we had to Jdivide the tirst book (Volume One. Par Jne)
into two: the sccon” “ook (Volume One, Part Two) however . not

to 1 split

The single book of the Volume Twe was also found too large to

be - handled within a vear and we had to decide again to divide it into

vo portions. T'his book represents the first portions of the Volume

Two. It consists of cight chapters. The first chapter deals with the

story of Seta Kketu Deva, the [uture Buddha and contains accounts of
the conception of the Bodhisatta. the birth of the _ > ™ "atta, ™ it

two major marks of a great man. the eighty minor characteristics ¢ |

the nging of the Boglhifsiea B dakinaipsks Lratam1.
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(m)

Two days later. the FHead of the State. his wife and his two
colleavues visited the Sayadaw and requested him to agree to be
treated by military doctors in Yangon. What the Sasadaw re ed
return was just a verse in Pali:

Naham daso bhato tuwvham
naham poseni dani
Tam yo posento ciram
Samsare samsérim aham!

1 am not thy poor slave
nor I live on your wage
No more will | serve thee
now, O wretched body!

Caring for ¢ dJearly
have T roamed wearily
in a duress too long
samsara vile and wrong!

Through this terse yet meaningful verse. did the Sayadaw /¢ a
gentle hint that he would put down the burden of his body an  and
for all?

Meanwhile the TiNi Upatthaka Executive Committee members had
been busy with elaborate preparations tor the Sayadaw’s S1st birthday
at the Sagawa Road monastery. On Ist November 1992 the celebration
was held and the pan | in the precinets was crowded by devotees who
cante with a.strong desire to pay homage to the Sayvadaw who
happened to be extremely weak that day. Yet in compliance with the
request made by [ V7 Tha Hla, Chairman of the Upatthika Commit-
e d [ ass s, the Savadaw managed to make his appear-
ance. bu y for fifteen minutes, for he could not sit up long in the
mid  of the audience. The ceremony was therefore left 1o be con-
ducted by his able disciple Bamaw Sayadaw. U Kumardbhivamsa. The
birthday celebrations proved to be his lust. That very cvening he
returned to Mingun.

As soon as he reached Mingun, he looked stronger and happier. He
did nol go straight to the Dharr ~ indda Monaste . FHe went to llsin-
Ywa near Momeik Hill to see a primary school in the making his gift
i the village. Then he returned te Mingun and dropped in at the
clinics he had fou}rllde(/i @P‘Eh]@eﬂed\frﬁfmwlmla‘bwéw@nouLh medicines
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The reguest made to the Bodhisatta Deva

as follows: Yada ham tusite kayve santusite wdma'han tada. This
shows that the Deva had the same of Sanusita. Also 1t the
Buddhavamsa Conunentary and Jinalarkdra Tika. the same name
mer  ned. But in the exposition of the Pubbenivasa-katha,
Verafija-kanda ol the Pdrajika Commentary, and in the exposi-
tion of the Bhayabherava Sutta of the Afilapannasa Commen-
tary, the Deva’s name is given as Setaketu. Moreover, successive
authors of Myanmar Buddhavamsas such as the Twrhdgata-
Udana Dipani, Malalankara Vathu, Jinatthapakdasani, etc.. give
Setaketu as the name of the Deva. Thercfore, it has been
explained by various teachers that Santusita was a common
name derived form Tusita. the name of the celestial abode.
whereas Setaketu was the proper name that specifically refers to
e Deva who would become Buddha Gotama.)

The request made to the Bodhisatta Deva

On hearing the uproar announcing the advent of a Buddha, ali
Deva kings belonging to the ten thousand world-systems, such as
Catu-Maharajas, Sakka., Suyama. Santusita, Sunimmita, Vasavatti,
and |l Maha-Brahmis congregated in a certain universe to hold a
discusston on the Future Buddha whose divine life-span remained
only seven days by human reckoning and whose approaching end of
life bad become manilest through five predicting sipns (pubbanimitias)
Then they all approached Setaketu Deva with their hands joined in
adoration and requested him as follows:

(O Bodhisatta ~ va, vou had con y  fulfil the
Perfections, not with the desire to gain we bliss or »akka. of

ra, of Brahma, or of a Universal Monarch. You had fulfilled
these Perfections, aspiring only afte. Omniscient Buddhahood in
0. ' to acquire for voursell’ freedom from the three worlds as
well as to liberate the multitudes of humans, Devas and Brah
O Bc wa, 1 most propitious time for you to
become an umniscicnt Buddaha! This is truly the right moment
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The request ~ade 1o the Bodhisatta Deva 5

never achieve Nibbana. It will be truitless to teach the non-believers
the discourse on the three characteristics which would iiberate them
from samsdra. Therefore. the period when the life-span extends
“more than one thousand years is not the proper time for Buddhas to
appear.

The period when the life-span of human beings falls belo one
hundred years is also not proper for a Buddha's appearance because
beings be ging to such a period abound in the defilements of
sensual pleasures, The Dhamma sermons given to such people will
n  endure; in fact, they will fade away instantly just as the scribing
with a stick on the surface of the water will disappear, lcaving no
mark whatsoever. Therefore the short period of the declining life-

below one hundred years is also not the proper time f{or the
has to appear.

On  the periods ranging from onc hundred thousand years™ life-
span to onc hundred year’s life-span are right for the com™ of a
Buddha. These are the periods in which birth. old age ana death
manilest themselves easily, in which the teaching on the three
characteristics and the teaching as to how beings can be liberated
from samsdra is understood ecasily und in which beings are not so
overwhelmed by the defilements of sensual pleasures. llence the
appropriateness of the period for the most opportune arrival of a
Buddha. Thercfore. only the period below the one hundred thousand
years’ life-span and the period above the one hundred years’ life-
spa by human reckoning is the most propitious time for a Budhisatta
to attain Buddhahood. (Incidentallv, when the Devas a T

T entreaty to Sctaketu. the life-span of human
in the one-hundred-vear range} Thus Bodhisatta Serakeiu weva
came to see the right time clearly and decided. “"This is the most
propitious time for mec to become u Buddha.”

(2) Then he investigated the istand-continent which serves as the

ace [or the appearance of Buddhas. There are four large island-
continents, ¢ach surrounded by five hundred smaller islands. OF
these, one, which is called Jambudipa as it is distinguished by a
(rose- apple or EBg‘ean?}ie@r@emmwiﬁgbeﬂks femavas discerned
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The consent give to the Devas and Brahmis 7

rupted Kh  a lineage of pure Sakya clan. This King Suddhodana
of pure, noble birth shall be my father.”

(5) Finally, he investigated as to who should be his mother in
his last human existence. He clearly perceived: “The royal mother of
a Buddha is a paragon of modesry and chastity; she never indulges
in liquor or intoxicants; she has accumulated merit and fulfilled
perfections throughout onc hundred thousand aeons to become the

r of a Buddha. From the moment she is born as the future

r of a Buddha, she contnuously obscrves and upholds the five
precepts without any breach. Siri Mahamaya Devi, the Chief Consort
of King Suddhodana, is fully endowed with all these qualii..s. Thus
this ¢ ief Queen Siri Mahimaya Decvi, shall be my mother.” Then
investigating further the remaining life-span of Queen Sirm Mahamaya.
he perceived clearly that _ie had only ten months and seven ° ys
more to live.

The consent given to the Devas and Brahmas

In this way. after making the five great investigations, the
Bodhisatta Deva Setaketu resolved. ™1 will descend to the h——1an
abode and become a puddha.” Having so resolved. to the Devas and
Brahmas f{rom the ten thousand world-systems who had assembled
to request him, the Bodhisatta gave his consent thus: O Devas and
Brahmas. now is the time for me to become a Buddha as requested
by vou. You may now take leave as you pleasc, [ will go dowr o
the human abode to attain Buddhahood.”

After delivering hi ige and bidding farcwell to all Devas and
Brahmas. B - [ a Sctaktu. entered Nandavana _ :lestial
irden, accompained by Tustia Devas.

{(b) NANDAVANA GARDEN

An account of Nandavana Garden will be given here as de-
scribed in Nandana Vagga, etc.. of the Sagdatha Vagga Samyutta
Commentary. Nandavana Garden 1s so named because it gives

Pevas who visit it.
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Time for the Bodhisatta Deva’s demise Q

ppiness.” Such is the atraction of Nandavana Garden to all
worldlings.

In the exposition of Veranjakanda in the iveeva Sarattha Dipant,
Volume One. is given the following description: “Nandavana Garden
of Tavatimsa Devas covers the area ob sixty yojaras in extent
(According to some teachers, its extent is tive hundred yojanas.) It
is splendidly decorated by celestial trees of one thousand species.”™

The Jindlankdra Ttkd in its comment on Tividha Buddha Khetta
also says: “Nandavana Garden lies to the cast of Sudassana City of
Tiavatimsa and is surrounded by walls. fire screens and arched gate-
ways made of jewels. The area measures one thousand yofa v, It
is a recreational resort for all Devas. Two beautiful lakes, Mahananda

d Calanandz, are located between Nandavana Garden and Sudassana
City. The environment of the lakes is clean. The surface water of
the lakes is dark blue green. matching the sky free of mist and
clouds.™

Time for the Bodhisatia Beva’s demise

wnen Bodhisatta Deva Setaketu entered Nandavan Garden, the
accompanying retinue of male and female denies addressed him:
“On your demise from this abode ol Devas, may you pro-
ceed to a good abode. the destination of beings accomplished 1n
meritonous deeds!”

The Devas accompanying Bodhisatta Sctaketu also urged him to
recollcet again and again bis acts of merit done in the past and
moved about in Nandavan Garden. surrounding  the Bodhisatta,
While the Bodhisatta was roaming about in Nandavana Garden in
the company of the Devas. who were urping him to reflect upon his
previous mwritorious life. the time of his demise arrived.

{c} THE CONC™"TION OF THE BODHIS *TTA

At the precise moment of Bodhisatta Deva Setaketu’s demise,
Siri Mahdmava. the Chiel ¢ een of King Suddhodana of the King-
dom of Kapilavatthu, was enjoving magnificent regal pleasures. She
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The conception of the Bodhisatta 11

Thercafier. consorts of the four Catumaharaja Devas came on
the scen ook the queen to Lake Anotatta and bathed her and
helped I ret clean. Then they dressed her in celestial costumes
and app!  celestial cosmetics to her; they also adomed her with
celestial  wers. Then she was put to sleep with her head
towards the east in the inner chamber of a golden mansion
inside a silver mountain not far away from the lake.

At thc moment in her dream she saw a pure white elzphant
grazing around the golden mountain not far from the silver
mountain where therc was the golden mansion inside which she
slept. Then the white elephant descended from the golden moun-
tain, ascended the silver mountain and entered the golden man-
sion. The white elephar = then walked around the Queen clock-
wise. and effected entry into her womb from the right side by
breaking it open.

The conception of the Bodhisatta

At the time when the quecn was thus dreaming, Bod' ™ atta Deva
Setaketu was pgoing round Nandavana Garden in Tusita, enjoying
delightful sights and sounds: while doing so he passed away from

abode of Devas with full comprchension and awareness. At that
very instant the Bodhisatta was conceived in the lotus-like womb of
his mother with the first preat resultant consciousness (mahavipaka
citta), onc of the 19 initinl thoupht moments {(puiisandhi citta), a
resultant of the first great wholesome consciousnesS mahakusala
citla) n "' by joy (semanussa suhagata), combin with
knowledge (Aana scmpavuita), unprompted (asurikhiarika) and caus
by  paratory development (parikemma bhdvandg) prior to the at-
rainment of the Jhina of Loving-kindness (Mestd Jhana). The event
ook place on the miorning of Thursday the full moon of Asiltha in
the year 67, Mahd [ra, founded by King Afjana. g dfather of the
Bodhisatta. The precise moment of his conception was marked by
the con” :tion of e moon with the constellation Utt: ~ 1l

2 namec of the iear and the days of ' : Bodhisatta’s

conception and birthDamnlones e dwherolyivorscardance with the
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(9

(1o
(h
{12}
(13}
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
{18)

(19)

(26)

(27)
(21

._.
tad

The thirty-two great prophetic phenomena

those suffering in the woeful state of petas were relieved of

thirst and hunger.

animals became free from danger:

all beings afflicted with diseases were cured:

all beines spoke endearingly to one another:

horses neighed gleetully in a sweet and pleasant ma  ert

clephants trumpeted in a sweet and pleasant manner:

all musical instruments such as cymbals, harps. trumpets,

ete: produced their normal sounds without being played,

ornaments such as bracelets, anklets, cte.. womn by b aan

beings tinkled without striking one another:

open spaces and scencries in all directions became distinet

and clear:

soft breeze blew gently, bringing peace and comfort to all

living beings;

unseasonal rain f{ell heavily, (afthough it was not the rain-

ing scason. heavy rain fell roaringly):

s rrancan waters oozed out of carth and flowed away in

this and that directions:

no birds flew in the sky. (at that moment birds did not {ly

in the air at all)

river waters that normally flowed continuously ceased to

flow “as a {rightened servant stops moving at the shout of

his master'™;

natural saliy water in the ocean became sweet at that

moment:

all directions were covered with five kinds of lotus in three

colours, (all lakes and ponds had their water surface cov-

ered with five kinds of lotus): :

all aquatic and terresirial flowers blossomed simultancously

al that moment:

flowers on tree trunks (khandha padumie) bloomed exquis-

itely:

flowers on branches (sakha padiuma) bloomed exquisiiely:
wers on cregpers, (fud e, blomgd, exquisitely:
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The protection given by Deva Kings 15

After serving them with food etc., and honouring " 1 thus
their pleasure and satisfaction. King Suddhodana had the queen’s
dream related to the Brahmins and asked them: “What does the
dream mean, fortune or misfortunc? Read it and give me your

:rpretations.”

The Brahmins replied to the king, giving th-"- interpretations:
“Great King. lay all your anxieties to rest. The queen has now
¢ ived. The baby in the womb is a boy, not a girl. A son will
be oomn to you. If he chooses to lead a princely life he will surely
become a Universal Monarch reigning over the four continents, If he
renounces the househeld life as a recluse, he will surely become an
Omniscient Buddha who desiroys and removes the “roof of defile-

nts in the three worlds.”

The protection given by Deva Kings

From the moment the Bodhisatta was conceived, the Catumahdraja
)evas, namely, Vessavana and others living in this universe, entered
the splendid chamber of Queen Sirt Mahamayd and gave prot tion
continuously day and night cach holding a sword to ward off ghosts
and ogres, unsightly beasts and hirds, that could be scen or he | by
the Bodhisatta and his mwother. In this way forty thousand Maharaja
Devas residing in the ten thousand world-systems (each system
having four such deities) puarded the entire space from the doors
the queen’s splendid chamber up to the edges of the world-system,
driving away the ghosts, ogres, cte.
Such protection was aflorded not because of the fear that some-
« | harm the lives of the Bodhisatta and his mother; verily,
even 1y one hundred thousand crores of Maras were o bring one
lhundred thousand crores of gigantic Mount Merus to threaten the
lives of the Bodhisatta in his last existence and his mother, all the
I as as well as the mountains would surcly be destroyed: the
Bodhisatta and his mother would remain unharmed.

Inspiic of that, the protection had to be provided by the Maharaja
vas. cach hol g a sword just to ward off evil sights and sounds
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The mother’s womb likened to a stipa 1

chaste and pure. On the contary, it cannot be said the nsuous
thoughts would not arise in worldings at the sight of her pers

Because, by virtue of her long fulfilment of perfections and perfor-
mance of acts of merit, the mother of a Bodhisatta in his last
existence is endowed with splendour of superb beauty, and elegance
which could not be faithfully represented in any painting or sculp-
turc of her by the most accomplished master artists and sculptors,

On seeing such a mother of the Bodhisatta, if onlookers are not

satisfied with the mere sight of her and if they would attempt to

;T passionate thoughts, their feet would become

transfixed on the spot as if they were fettered with iron chanis,

Therefore, it should be well borne in mind that the mother of a

Bodhisatta in his last existence is a noble, unique woman inviolable
by any man or Deva.

The mother’s womb likened to a stipa

The auspicious womb wherein a Bodhisatta is conceived is so
sacred like a temple that no one else is worthy of occupying or
making use of it. Besides, while the mother of a Bodhisatta is living
no woman 1er than herself can be raised to the highest position as

ief Queen. Therefore. seven days after giving b h to the
Bodhisatta, it is a natural phenomenon that she should pass away to
Tusita abode of Devas. The lotus-like womb of Mahamaya Devi
wherein the Bodhisatta remained was as if filled with brilliant

iamonds,

The arrival of gifts

2 good tidings that Mahidmaya Devi, Chief Queen
of F\mg Suddhodana ruler of the Kingdom of Kapilavatthu, had
weived a precious son of power and glory, kings from far and
near sent mosi valuable gifts such as clothing, ornaments, music
instruments, etc. which might delight the Bodhisatta. The gifts that
armived in tribute from various quarters owing to the deeds of merit
performed in | evious existences by the Bodhisatta and his mother
were so numerous as tolefy any measure or count

Dow: oIl WWW.
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The congregation of Devas and Brahmas 21

r produced by fragrant sala flowers (and which were hovering
around and enjoying the nectar themselves and carrying it for others
as well}: Lumbini was very much like Nandavana Garden, the
delight of Devas,

(For the note on the words within the brackets. see the Anuc™~ani)
Vibhitsita balajunaticalini
Vibhasitangi vaniteva mdlini
Sadd jandnam nayanalimaling
Vi ativiroci lumbint
Just as a youthful maiden who can infatvate all men, who is
possessed of limbs adorned with strings of beads and ear-orname. 5,
y is wearing [lowers, is cxceedingly fair. even so Lumbini
Garden with all its ornamental features, the ever delight{ul resort
which human becings feast their bee-like eyes on. was exceedingly
beauntiful as though it could even vie in splendour with that fair
damsel. (These are the words in praise of Lumbini Garden by the
Vencrable Buddhadatta, the author of the Buddhavamsa Commen-
tary)
On seeing Lumbini Garden of such immense splendour Mahamaya
Devi felt a desire to amuse herselfl in it

The ministers sought permission from King Suddhodana and
with the royal consent they entered the parden carrying the Chief
Quecen on the golden palanquin.

1 egation of Devas and Brahmas

The moment Mahamaya Devi entered Lumbini Garden. all Devas
proclaimed with an uproar which reverberated throughout the ten
thousand world-systems. “Today the Bodhisatta will be bom from
the Htus-like chamber of the mother’'s womb.” The Devas and

as from the ten thousand world-systems congregated, crowd-
> whole of this universe. bringing with them a large variety

ious trea as gifts 10 pay homage with, in celebrati  of
the binth of the Bodhisatta. The vault of heaven was convered all
0 their celestiabownladedifrobreftashospdoktheomentire  universe
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Brabmas, Devas and humans 23

minor physi  marks, was delivered clean and pure from the stupa-

: Jotus-womb of Mahidmayi Devi on Friday the tfull moon of
Vesikha, a summer month in the year 68, Maha Era, when the moon
was in conjunction with the constellation Visakha.

The moment the Bodhisaita was born. two fountains of puré
spring water, warm and cold, flowed down from the sky and fell on
the already pure and clean bodies of the Bodhisatta and the mother
as a token of homage, thereby enabling them to adjust the heat and
cold in their bodies.

(Note on this is given in the Anudipani)

Receiving the Bodhisatta successively by Brahmais,
Devas  1d humans

The four great Brahmas who were free from all sensual defile-
ments first received the Bodhisatta on a golden net the moment he
was born. Then they placed him before the mother and said:

“Great Queen, rejoice yourself. a son of preat power has been
born to youl”

Next, the four Great Devas received the Bodhisatta from the
hands of the four Brahmas on a black antclope skin regarded as an
auspicious object. Again, from the hands of the four Great Devas.
the human beings rcceived the Bodhisatta on a piece of white cloth.

Then, after leaving the hands of the pcople. the Bodhisatta stood
firmly on his feet with the soles like those of a golden footwear,
and touching the ground {ully and squarely. he looked towards the
castern direction. As he did so, thousands of world-sysiems
east became one continuous stretch of open space without any
barrier or boundary between one anotirer. The Devas and huran
beings in the castern quarier mosi respect{ully paid homage to the
Bodhisatta with perfumes, flowers. ctc.. and said:

*() Noble Man. there is no one in this eastern directi-  who
is  ur equal, How can there be anvone who is superior to
you?”’
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The fearless roar 25

holding their ruby-studded round fans, all swinging their fly-flaps
and round fans right up to the mountain sides on the edge of the
untversc.

In the same way. the ten thousand Sakkas residing in the ten
thousand world-sysiems stood blowing ten thousand conches,

All other Devas stood in like manner, some carrying flowers of
gold while others carrying natural flowers or scintillating glass
flowers (flowers glittering hike glass) some carrying flaps and ban-
ners, while others carrying pem-studded objects of offering. Female
deities with various gifts in their hands also stood crowding the
entirc unjverse.

While the phenomvcnal display of homage which s like the
rasdyana, gratifying sight for the eye was in progress, while thou-
sands of conches were being blown melodiously by human and
devas, while celestial and terrestrial musical instruments were being
played and ferr detties were joyfully dancing, the Bodhis :a
halted after taking seven steps in the northward direction.

At the moment all the Brahmas, Dcvas and humans maintained
complete silence, waiting expeclantly with the thought “What is the
Bodhisatta going to say?””

The fearless roar

When he halted after taking the seven steps in the direction of
north the Bodhisatta made a fearless roar to be heard simultancously
hy all throughout the entire ten thousand world-systems as follows:

“Aggo’ham asmi lokass

“l am the most superior among the living beings of the three
worlds!™
(b) “Jetto' ham usmi lokassal™

[ am the greatest among the living beings of the three

worlds!™
(c) “Settho’ ham asmi {okassal™

1 the most exalted among the living beings of the three
worlds!™ Downloaded from www.holybooks.com:
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The extraordinary acts of the Bodhisatta 27

obstruction was the omen signifving his future attainment of
Unobstructed Knowledge (Andvarana Nana).

The Bodhisaia’s fearless roar, “I am the most superior, the
greatest and the most exalted!”, was the omen signifying his
future turning of the Wheel of the Dhamma (Dhamma Cakka)
which no Brahmas. Devas or human beings are capable of
halting or retrading its process:

(8) The Bodhisatta’s fearless roar. “This is my last birth!, There
is no more rebirth for me!™ was the omen signifying " s
future attainment of Nibbana with no remaining physical and
mental aggregates (annpadisesa)

The threc existences in which the Bodhisatta spoke at birth

The Bodhisatta spoke immediately afier his birth, not only in
this last existence as Prince Siddhattha, but also when he was born
1o become Mahosadha the Wise, and when he was born to become
King Vessantara. Hence there were three existences in which he
spoke at birth.

Briel explanation: (I) In his existence as Mahosadha the ™ise,
the Bodhisatta came out of the mother’s womb, holding a picee of
sandalwood which had been placed in his hand by Sakka, King of
Devas. The mother on sceing the object in the hand of her newly
born baby asked. "My dear son. what have you brought in your
hand?” =0 mother. it is medicine, “answered the Bodhisatta.

He was thus initally named Osadha Kumara meaning “Medicine
Boy.” Tl  medicine was carcfully stored tn a jar. All patients who
came with all kinds of ailment. such as blindness. deafness etc.,
were cured with that medicine. beginning with the Bodhisatta’s
wealtliy father Sirivaddhana. who was cured of his headache. Thus
because of the great efficacy of his medicine, the youthlul Bodhisatta
later came to be popularly known as hahosadha, the young pos-

issor of the most efficacious  dicine,

(2 existence of the Bodhisatta as King Vessantara also,
the munene ue was borpRsusadenged Wis Haohandmvith open malm
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The phenomenal events at the Bodhisatta’™s birth 29

This was the omen presaging his attainment of the four Jripdvacara
Jhana.
(3) The stringed instruments such as harps made sound of  usic
wit'  ° being played.
This was omen presaging his attainment of the nine Anupub
Vihara Saméapati consisting of the four Rupavaccara-Sumdpatti, the
four Aripavacara-Samapatti and Nirodha-Samdpatii.
{6) Leather instruments such as big and small drums made sound
of music without being played.
This was the omen presay” g his beating of the most sacred drum
of Dh~~1ma to be heard by humans and Devas alike,
(7) Prisons and fetters keeping men in b dage broke u
pleces.
This was the omen presaging his complete elimination ol the
coneeited notion of "1™
(8) All kinds of discascs afflicting the sick disappeared like the
dirt on copper when washed away by acid.
This was the omen presaging the attainment by human beings of the
four Noble Truths. cradication of all suftering of samisara.
(9) The blind since birth could sce all torms and colours as do
normal peaple.
This was the omen presaging the acquisition by human beings of the
Divine Bve (Iibbacakking
(1) The deaf since birth
people.

“alt sounds as do normal

This was the omen presaging the acquisition by human beings of the
Divine Ear (Dibhusota).

(11) The cripple gained healthy legs and could walk about.
This was the omen presaging the acquisition of the four Bases of
Psvrhic Power (ddidhipadas).

(12) The dumb since birth gained mindfulness and could speak.
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The phenomenal events at the Bodhisatta™s birth 31

was the emen presaging the disappearance of the sixtv-1wo
kinds of wrong beliefs.
(217 All kinds of birds in the sky or on top of trees or
mountains alighted 1o the ground.

This was the omen presaging the life-long taking of refuege (in the
¢ Gem) by human beings after lisiening to the tecac g of the
Buadha.
(22) The moon shone forth far brighter thun ever before.
This was the omen presaging the delighted mood of human beings.

23) The sun being of moderate heat and clear radiance brought
clement weather.
This was the omen presaging the physical and mental happiness of
human beings.

(24) The Devas standing at the doorwavs of their mansions
slapped their arms with the other hands. whistled and flung
their clothes in merrinent.

This was the omer  resaging his attainment of Omniscient Buddha-
hood and making solemn utterance of joy.

(25) Torrential rain fell all over the four continents.

This was the omen presaging the heavy Dhamma rain of Deathless-
ness which fell with the great force of wisdom.

(26) All human beings felt no hunger.
This was the omen presaging their attwinment of’ the Deathless
Dhamma ol kdvagat”™ wi which is mindfulne  related 1ot bhody.
or frecdom from hunger for detilements after enjoyving the Deathless
food of kdvagwtdasati.

(27) All human beings St no thirst,
Fhis was the omen presaging their attainment of the bliss of the
Fruttion of Arahatship.

{28) Close  doors burst open by themselves.

This was the omen presaging the openin up of the pates of
yboo
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The story of Kaladevila the Hermit 35

celestial abode. He sat down on the throne of gems in the bejewelled
mansion. enjoving the bhiss of Jhgna, When he emerged from his
Jhana, standing at the mansion’s gate and looking here and there, he
saw joyous Sakka and other Devas tossing up their headgears and
costumes and extolling the virtucs of the Bodhisatta on the celestial
main road of sixty-yojana length. The Hermit then asked: () Devas,
what makes vou so happy and so playful? Tell me the reason.”

Thereupon the Devas answered: “Venerable Hermit, a noble son
has been born to King Suddhodana today. That noble son. sitting
crosslegged under the Assattha Bodhi Tree at the most sacred spot.
the centre of 1c universe, will attain Omniscient Self-Enlighten-
ment. He will then deliver the sermon—the Wheel of Dhamma. /e
will thus get the golden opportunity of seeing the boundless glory of
a Buddha and of listening to his supreme Dhamma-sermon, That is
why we arce indulging ourselves in merry-making.”

On hearing the Devas’s reply, Kaladevila the Hermit speedily
descended from Tavatimsa and took his seat prepared in the palace
of King Suddhodana. After exchanging words of grecting with the
king, Kaladevila said. O King. | have heard that a noble son has
been born to you. I would like to sce him.” Then the king had his
fully dressed son brought to him. and he carried the son straight to
the Hermit to make him pay homage io the roval teacher. When he
was thus carried, 1he two teet of the Bodhisatta flew aloft and rested
on the Hermit's matted hair just as a streak of lightning flashed on
the top of durk blue clouds.

Sp al note: There - verily no one deserving of the homage
by a Bodhisatta who 1s in his last existence. Should anybody,
not knowing about this. places the Bodhisatta’s head at the
feet of the Hermit, the Hermit's head would be split into

seven picces.
Kaladevila the Hermit, realizing this astonishing and extraordi-
¢ glory and power of the Bodhisatta, decided: "1 should not
destroy myself.” Then rising from his seat he paid obeisance 10 “ie
Bodhisatta with his hands clasped. Witnessing the marvellous scene.

King Suddhodana also bmweticdassmrobofase hitidookyromon.
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Kiladevila’s act of laughing and weeping 37

and Fruition while in the sensuous wholesome abodes (kama
sugati) and in the material (Ripy) abodes. they we able to
pursue the same Fipassand (Insight) meditation that they ha-
practised previousty: they attain higher stages up to the Path an.
Fruition and Nibbdna in the same abodes of Arlpa. thereby
terminating all suffering in semsara even though they do not
hear the Dhamma f{rom anyone. Worldlings of the three roots
(who have won the Arupa Jhana in the human world) such as
Hermits Kaladevila, Aldra and Udaka werc reborn in an Arlpa
abode upon their death; as this abode by nature i1s devord of any
kind of matter, those who are reborn there have absolutely no
eyes (cakkhupasada) for sceing the Buddha and no cars
(sotapasada) for hearing his Dhamma: thus they can neither
behold a Buddha nor listen to his sermon even if one comes and
delivers 1it. On their part, Buddhas do not pay & visit and gpive
a sermon in an Arupa abode. And if worldlings have no chance
to hear the Dhamma {rom others (parafo ghosa), they will never
attain the Path and Fruition.

(Kaladevila and Udaka who reached Nevasania-nasaf-fidyatana
Arupa abode as worldlings would remain in samsara for eighty-
four thousand kappas. Alara who reached the Arpa  ode of
Akificafifidyatana would remain in samsira for sixty thousand
mahakappas. Therefore even if a Buddha were 10 appear in the
human world in the present Auppa. they have no chance to
realize Liberation.

(In this connection, it may be questioned a~ to whether
Kaladevila could not have been reborn in a Riipa abode provided
he directed his mind towards that existence. Since the Hermit
had fully attained the eight mundance Jhanas. his rebirth could
have taken place in any ol the ten Ripa Brahmid worlds up to
the topmost Vehapphala il he were so inclined. This is the
answer.

(If there was such an opportunity, it may be asked: “Why
had the lHermit no inclination to be reborn in once of the ten
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Kiladevila's act of laughing and weeping 39

(In brief. ke Devila and others. those who have gained e
cight mundanc Ihanas can be reborn in one ol the ten Rupa
Brahma abodces. which are lower. or in one of the four Ariipa
Brahma a"-des. which are higher. if they have prepan 't ir
minds to do so. Hf they have not. they will be rebom only in the
abode that is determined by the highest of their mundane Jhanas
since that panicular Jhana alone can effect such a result. The
knowledge that one can reach any abode that one sets the mind
on is acquired only through a Buddha's teaching within his
dispensation. Outsides the dispensation, however, there can be no
such penetration. Devila was not a disciple of a Buddha: thus ¢
did not belong to a Buddha's dispensation. Therelore he was
ignorant of the means to train his mind. If he had known, “:
would have done so to be rebom in one of the ten Ripa Brahma
worlds, of which Vchapphala is the highest. If he had done at
all, he could have been reborn there and might get the oppoitu-
nity of secing the B .dha. But now his ignorance had ied to the
failurc of doing what would be proper for him. He would
therefore be reborn in Nevasanifid-nasafifidyatana which is the
topmost Arupa abode, and reflecting on his forthcoming rebirth,
he became so distressed that he could not help weeping: when
he thus wept. he lost his Jhanas. But, since he had committed no
serious  evil deeds whatever, he regained the cight mundane
attainments by resuming the preliminary exercises of a kasinu
meditation cffortlessly as soon as the tempo o, his grievous
defilements ceased  with nobody knowing his slip from  the
thanas. Theretore it should be unc  tood that Devila the  ermit
was reborn in the ArGpa Brahnmid abode of Nevasannan-
asannayatana on his death through Nevasafifian-asanfidy atana Jhana
which 1is the highest of the eight mundane attainments.)

The enquiry made by peaple

When the courtiers saw the Hermit now laughing and now
weeping, it occurred to them thus: “Qur Venerable Hermit laugle

first and later he wept which is stranee mdce ‘So they enquired:
‘ pDown loaded from w¥w.holyboo g{s com: Y 1
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The prognostication of the marks 4]

attain Buddhahood after passing the age of thirty-five. You, my
nephew. are somehody deserving of seeing the Buddha. There-
fore. you had better become a recluse even today.”

Though born 1o the parents of eighty-seven crores™ worth
wealth, the young Nalaka had confidence in his uncle. and thought
"My uncle would not have urged me to do what is not beneficial.
He did so because it is of benefit indeed.” With this conclusion he

ad the robes and the alms-bowl bought and hrought immediately
from the market. Having his hair and beard shaved, and putting on
the robes. he said to himself”

“I have become a recluse with dedication to the B 'dha, the
noblest personage in the world. (I become a recluse being dedicated
to the Buddha who will certainly appear.)”

Having said thus, he faced to the direction of Kapilavatthu,
where the Bodhisatta was and made obeisance, raising his clasped
hands in {ivefold veneration. Therealter he put his bowl in a bag,.
slang it on his shoulder and entered the Himalayas. Awaiting to
receive the Buddha there in the forest, he devoted himself to
asceticism.

(In cannection with the birth of the Bodhisatta. the history of his
lincage together with the founding of Kapilavatthu City 1s mentioned
in the Anudipani)

The prognostication of the marks on the Bodhisatta
at the head-washing and naming ceremonics

On  he (ifth day after the birth of the noble Bodhis—*-a, tl
father King Suddhodana held the head-wuashing ceremony, and with
the idea to name his son he had his palace pervaded with four kinds
of fragrant powder. namely. tugara {Tabernaemontana coronaria).
favanga (cloves, Syzypgium aromaticum). ktkyvma (saffron, Croucy
sativas). and ramala (Xanthochymus pictorius) and strewn with the
five kinds of "flowers, nar 'y. saddula (o kind of grass).
mustard seeds, jusmine buds and puffed rice. He had also pure milk-

rice cooked without any water and havmgh invited one hundred ar
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The treatise dealing with the marks of a Great Man 43

ing in houschold life. He will certainly become a Buddha who
t n the rool of defilements.”

{The young Brahmin Sudatta of thc Kondaififia clan was one
whose present existence was his [ast and who had previously
accumulated meritorious deeds that would lead him towards the
fruition of Arahatship thereforc he excelied the scven senior
Brahmins in learning and could foresce the prospects of the
Bodhisatta that he would definitely become a Buddha. Hence his
bold reading with only one finger raised.)

This reading of the marks by young Sudatta, a descende - of
Kondafifia family with the raising of a single finger was acceptea hy
all the other learned DBralunins.

The treatise dealing with the marks of a Great Man

It became possible for these Brahmins to read the physieal marks
of a Great Man such as a Buddha and other Noble Ones owing to
the following cvents. At timies when the appearance of a Buddha
was drawing near, Mahd Brahmas of Suddhivasa abode incorporated
in astrological works certain compilations of prognosticative matters
with reference to the marks, cte. of a Great Man who would hecome
a Buddha (Buddha Mahapurisa Lakkhana). The DBrahmids came
down to the hwman world in the guise of Brahmin teachers and
taught all those who came to learn as pupils: in so doing their idea
was: “Those who are possessed of accumulated merit and mature
intelligence will learn the works of astrology which include (the art
of reading) the marks of a Great Man.” That was why these
Brahmins were able to read the marks such as those indicating the
future attainment of Buddhahood and others.

The thirty-two major marks of a Great Man

There are thirty-two major marks which indicate that their pos-
sess 15 a Great Man (Bodhisatta). They are as follows:

1. The mark of the level soles of the feet which, when put on

the ground, touch it tully and squarely;
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The thirty-two major marks of a Great Man 45

compass of his arms are of equal measurcment,

The mark of the proportionate and rounded throat.

The mark of the seven thousand capillaries with their tips
~Jdching one another at the throat and diffusing throughout
the body the taste of food even if it is as small as a
sesamum seed;

. The mark of the lion-like chin {somewhat ke that ol onc

who is about to smile),

. The mark of the teeth numbering cxactly [orty;
. The mark of the teeth proportionately set in a row;
. The mark of the tecth touching onc another with no space in

between;

. The mark of the four canine teeth white and brilliant as the

morning star;
The mark of the long, flat and tender tongue;

. The mark of the voice having eight qualitics as a Brahma’s:
. The mark of the very clear blue eyes;
. The mark of the very soft and tender eyclashes like a newly

born calf ’s;

The mark of the hair between the two cycbrows:

The mark ot the thin layer of flesh that appears by nature
like a gold headband on the forchead.

These arc the thirty-two marks of a Great Man. (Extracted f{rom
the Mahapadana Sutta and Lakkhana Suuta of the Digha Nikdva as
well as from the Brahmayu Sutta of the Mafjjhima Nikdya.)

Explanations of the thirty-two major rks

The mark of the level soles of the [eet which, when put on
the ground touch it fully and squarely:

When other persons set foot on the ground, the tip of the foot
or the heel or the outer part of the sole touches the ground first, hut
the middle portion of the sole does not. So also when the foot is

'd from the ground, the tip or the heel or the outer part of the
sole comes up first.
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Cxplanations of the thinty-two major marks 47

(41-47) seven great rivers. (48-34) seven surrounding mountain
ranges, (55-61) scven rivers (between the seven mountain ranges).
a garuda king. (63) a crocodile. (64) a banner. (63) a streamer,
(v} a gblden palanquin (67) a yak-tail fly-flap, (68) Kelasa the
silver mountain, (69) a lion king. (76} a tiger king, (71} a Valahaka
horse king, {72) an Uposatha elephant king or a Chaddenia elephant
king, (73) Basuki the Naga king, (74) a golden framsa king, (75) a
‘ king, (76) Erivana the elephant king. (77) a golden sca-
i ter. (78) a golden boat, (79) a Brahma king. (80) a milch cow
with her calf;

(81) a kinnura couple (male and female), (82) a karavika (bird)
king. (83) a peacock king. (84) a crane King, (83) a cukkavdka
(ruddy-goosc) king, (86) a jivajiva or partridge (pheasant) king. (87-
92) the six planes of celestial scnsual existence. (93-108) the sixteen
planes of Rupavacara Brahma cxistence.

These are the [igurcs m the onc hundred and eight circles on the
Bodhisatta’s soles.

(Then the author quotes the enumeration of these figures com-
posed in verse form by the Taunggwin Sayadaw. Head of the
Sangha, as it appecared in his Gulliuthadipani, Vol 1. We do not
translate it, for it will be a repetition.)

3. T' - mark of the projecting heels:

By this is mecant all-round developed heels. To claborate: with
other persons the forepart of the foot is long; the calf stands right
above the heel; 2 so the heel looks cut and hewn. That is  t the
case with the noble Bodhisatta. The sole of his foot may be divided

lo ur cqual parts. of which the two front ones form may be
divided.into four equal pans. of which the two front ones form the
foremost sector of the sole. The calf stands on the third part. The
hcel lies on the fourth, looking like a round top (tov) placed on a
red rug-as though it has heen treated on a lathe. (As for ¢ 7y
people, since the calf is situated on the top of the heel. the heel
looks ugly as though it were cut and hewn unsymmetrically, In the
case of the BOdhlSdlld Decrrioadad fram galf-pebypeipeothiird 1Dt of the
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Explanations of the thirty-lwo major marks 51

12. The mark of the smootlh skin (so smooth that no dust can

cling to it);

The skin of the Noble One is so soft and smooth in texture that
both fine and gross dust cannot cling to it. Just as a water drop that
falls on a lotus leaf cannot stay on it but falls away, even so all the
dust that touches the Bodhisatta slips off instantly.

If he is thus dust-free and clean, why docs he wash his legs and
inds  bathe? He does so for the purpose of adjust’™~ 3 himself to
the temperature of the moment. for the purpose of enhancing the
merit of the donors, and for the purpose of setting an exar ~ by
entering the monastery after cleansing himself as required o, the
disciplinary rules so that his disciples might follow.
13. The mark of the body-hairs, one in each pore of the skin;

Other people have two or three or more body-hairs growing in
each pore. But it is different in the case of the Bodhisatta: only a
single hatr grows in each pore.

14. The mark of the body-hairs with their tips curling upwards as
il they were looking up the Bodhisatta’'s lace in devotion.

The Bodhisatta’s body-hairs, one in each pore, are blue like the
colour of a collyrium stonc. These hairs curl upwards clockwise
three times as if they were paying homage by looking up the
Bodhisatta’s face, fresh and graceful like a new paduma lotus
bloom.

15. The mark of the upright hody like a Brahma’s;

Just as a Brahma’s h y which 1 st fE bac
ward or sideways even slightly but assumes an upright attitude, even
so the Bodhisatta’s body is perfectly straight upwards. He has a
body which is tender and beautiful as though 1t were cast in
singinikkha gold.

As for others, their bodies generally lean or bend in one way or
the other at one of these places: the nape. the waist and the ees.
Of these three places, if it bends at the waist, the body leans

backwards; if it bends alhg.DaNEARFhEIEDRESoNE body stoops
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LExplanations of the thirly-two major marks

The neck of the Bodhisatta is like a welt rounded small drum.
.en he speaks, the network of veins is not visible, His voice 15
loud and booming like the sound of thunder or a drum.

~*. The mark of the seven thousand capillaries with their tips
touching one another ..t the throat and diffusing throughout
the body the taste of tood even if ™ is as small as a
sesamum seed;

> seven thousand capillarics whose upper ends interconnected
forming a group. lie at the throat: they appear as though ihey are
waiting to send down the taste of all the swallowed food throughout
the body. When the food even as small as the size of a see um
~~¢d is placed on the tip of the t e and then eaten. 1ts laste
usffuses all over the body. That was why the Bodhisatta was able to
sustain his body with a mere grain of rice or with just a palmful of
bean soup, etc. during his six-year long practice of austerities
(dukkaracariya).
Since it is not so in the case of others, the nutritious essence of
all the food caten by them cannot spread all over their bodies. For
this reason, they are much exposed to discases.

22. The mark of the lion-like chin (somewhat like that of onc
who is about 1o smile):

This chiefly means to draw a comparison only with the lower
chin of the lion. Only the lower jaws of the lion has fullness: his
upper jaw is not so well formed. Both 1the upper and lower jaws of
the Bodhisatta, however. are full like the lion's lower jaw. They are
also comparable to the moon which rises on the twelfth of the
bright fortnight.

23. The mark of the teeth numbering exactly forty;

What s meant is that the Bodhisuatta has twenty upper teeth and
twenty lower teeth. making a complete set of forty teeth.

As for others. those w" - are said to have a complete sct of teeth

possess only thirty-two in all. The Bodhisatta. however, excels
others by having forty hloati%ﬁﬁmi’t’ﬁg“?dﬁh@kﬁ&?%ty lower.
T
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Explanations of the thirty-two major marks 59

same way, the wild heasts who have been chasing to pounce on
their prey become unaware of the {food which they are about to eat,
stop chasing and listen only 0 the Auravika’s cry. Birds flying in
the sky spread their w' s and stop flyving to listen. Fish in the
water also keep their hearing orpans steady and stop to listen to the
song of the karaviku. (Buddfuvamsa Commentary.)

lease see the stroy of the Karavika's sound and Queen
Asandhimitta in the Anudipam of this volume.)
29. The mark of the very clear blue eves:

T s es not mean to say that both eves of the Bodhisaita are
blue all over. The expression 1s made as a general statement. In fact,
where they should be bluc they have the colour of apardjia (1-ver;
where they should be yellow and golden they are like the colouwr of
kanikdara flower, where they should he red thev are like the colour
of bundhuka flower;, where they should be white they are like the
colour of the morning star: where they should he black they are like
the colour of black beads. The eyes of the Bodhisatta bear resem-
blance to an open window in a golden 1..msion—the window that
has the motif of a lion made of rubics at 11s base. (According to the

ialatkara Tika, the likeness is that of a palace window that has a
lion’s figure made of rubies and fixed at its bottom on the golden
wall.}

30. The mark of the very soft and tender eyelashes like a newly
born calf 's;

™. -

s ticular mark is termed gopa, e lakkha in the Pali
Text. The Pali word gopakhuma refers to the eye (the whole eye)
comprising the cye lashes and other pans of the eye. Of all Kinds
of calves, the cye of a black calf is thick and turbid. That of a red
calf 1s particularly clear and bright. Here in the case of gopakhumu
lakkhand, it signifies the eyes of the new born red call. The eyes of
ott ~ are not pei” ot. Like the e~ of elephants, rats or
CTOWS, have protruding eyes. and others have eyes with decp
sunken eye-sockets. The | dhisatta’s eyes are differe = They are
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(20)
(21)

(22)
(23)

(24)
(25)

(26)
(27)

(28)

(29}
(30)
(31)
(32)

(33)

(34)

(35)°

(36)

(37)
(38)
(39)

The eightly minor characteristics 03

Well proportionate bedy (suvibhatta gutratd). (By this is
meant  awless frame.)

Gradually rising body {anupubba gattatd). (By this is meant
fltawless frame.)

Fine body (muttha gutiaia).

Neither lean nor plump body (unussann dnunus-sanna
sabbagartatd).

Wrinkle-free body (alina gatiata).

Body free of moles, freckles. ctc (tilukadivirahita gantuta).
Regularly lustrous boady (wnupubba rucira gattatd).
Particularly clean body (suvisuddha gattald).

(More characteristics concerning the body will follow later
on.)

Physical strength equal to that of one thousand crores of
Kalavaka elephants (kotischassa hatthibula dhdaranata). (This
is the one characteristic concerning the physical strength.)
Prominent nose like a polden goad (wmga nasaid). (This is
the one characleristic concerning the nose.)

Dark red gums (swratta dvijemamsatd). {In  the
Samuantacckkine Dipani oceurs rantadvijumukhata. red lips.)
{One characteristic concerning e gunis.)

Clean tecth (swddha duntaia)

Neat and smooth glossy teeth (siniddha dantata). (Two
characteristics concerning the teeth.)

Pure faculties of sense such as eves. cte. (visuddit indrivata).
{One characteristic concerning the sensc-faculties of eyes.
ears, nose, longue and body.)

Rou ca teeth (vetta dathara). {One characteristic con-
cerning the canine tecth.)

Red lips (ratt’otthatd). (One chara  ristic concerning ¢
lips.)

Long mouth-cavity (dyata vadunaia). {One characteristic
concerning the mouth.)

~2ep lines on the palms (gambhiva panilekinnta).

"oang lines (dvata lekhaiad).

Straight linesp i ddbarttn www.holybooks.com:
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(57
(38)
(5%
(60)
(61)

(62)
(63}

(64)

(65)
(66)
(67)

(68)
(69)

(70)

(71)
(72)

(73)
(74)
(75)
(76)
(77)
(78)

The ecightly minor characteristics 65

Supple body (swkwmala gariatd)

Very relaxed body (ativiva-sonma gatiata)

Very bright body (ufiviya-ujj "ta gattald)

Dini-free body (absence of boay secretion) (vimala gattatd).
Non-sticky body (the body skin alwavs looks fresh) (komala
gartaray.

Neat and handsome body (siniddha gattata).

Fragrant body (sugandha ramua). (Fifteen characteristics
concerning the body including the above eight from No. 20
to No. 27.)

Body hairs of equal length (no difterence in length (sama
lomata).

Non-sticky hairs (komala lomata).

Every body-hair coiling clockwise (dukkhinavunia lomaid).
Blue body-hairs like the cofour of broken stones of eol-
lynium (bhinn afjana-sadisa-nita  lomatd). (The Samman-
tacakkhu Dipani says that it is the blue hair on the head
that has the splendour of a golden mountain.)

Round body-hairs (varra lomata)

Smooth body-hairs (siniddha lomatd). (Six characteristics
concerning the hairs of the body.)

Very subtle inhaling and exhaling breath (atisukinnuasséasa-
passdsa dharapaid). (One characteristic concerning the res-
piration.)

Fragrant mouth (sngandha mukhatd). (One characteristic
concerning the mouth.)

Fragrant top of ** ' ( "’ o
characteristic concerning . .
Jet-black hair (sunila keswuta).
Hair curling clockwise (dakkhindvatta kesara).

Naturally well groomed hair (susantthdina kesatd).

Neat and soft hair (simiddha kesatd sanha kesatd).
Untangled hair (alufita kesaid).

air of ecqual length (swma kesata). (Other people have

long and short hair ~“xed. It is not so in the case of e
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The Saraitha Dipants version 67

The Sdarattha Dipani’s version

At the time of the birth of the Bodhisawta. out of the learned

ahmins who were the selected mark-readers, such as Rama, Dh:
Lakkhana, Manti, Kondaififia, Bhoja, Suyama and Sudatta, the five
led by Kondaififia foretold saying: “The Prince would cenainly
become a Buddha,” Thereafier, having handed over to their families
the remunerations they received at the prognostication ceremony,
they put on the robes, dedicating themselves to the Bodhisatta as
they had come 1o the conclusion: “That great man. the Bodhisatta
Prince, will not remain in a household life so h  will definitely
attain Buddhahood.” These Brahmins had becn well-versed in the
Vedas since their boyhood; they had been also treated as teachers
since then. The five agreed among themselves to renounce the
world, for they thought t¢ hemselves: “We will not be able to cut
off the tangles of our families when we get married. It is therefore
better for us to go forth carly.” Hence their dedication to the
Bodhisatta immediately after their prognostication when they were
still young. Taking up their residence in forest dwellings, they
sometimes enquired, asking lay people: “Friends, has the young
prince renounced the world?” How can you see the prince’s renun-
ciation? He is enjoying royal luxuries in the midst of female dancers
in the three palaces as though he were a divine being,” replied the
people. Then the Brahmins, thinking that “The wisdom of the Prince
is not mature yet,” went on waiting unworriedly for the moment of
the Bodhisatta’s renunciation. (This is the version given in the third
v( I L Tika.)

The Version of ... Comn aries
on the = ddhavamsa and the Jataka

After naming the Bodhisatta Prince Siddhattha, the select eight
leammed Brahmins went b 1c and summoned their sons and said:
“Dear sons, we arc now advar ' in age. Prince Siddhattha, son of
our King Suddhodana, will cenainly become an Enlightened One.
We do not know for sure, h wever, whether we will see the young
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Tihe death of the Bodhisatta's mother Mahimaya Devi 69

a recluse to visit my son; they would create sumvega in him and
make him bent on renunciation. | do not want my son to become
a Buddha. I want to sec him only as a Universal Monarch ruling
over the four great islands with two thousand surrounding smaller
ones and travelling in the sky by means of the Wheel-Treasure
the company of {ollowers thirty-six yojanas in extent.” Then guards
in sufficient number were placed around the four quarters at cvery
distance ol one gavutta to ensure the absence of the aged. the sick,
the dead and the recluse within the sight of the Bodhisatta,

That very day an auspicious head-washing ceremony was held at
which eighty thousand royal relatives were present and they dis-
cussed among themselves thus: “Whether the Prince will become a
Buddha or a Universal Monarch, each of us will give a son to wait
upon him. If he becomes a Buddha, he will travel magnificently in
the company of recluses who are of royal blood. Or, if he becomes
a Universal Monarch, he will tour majestically being accompaincd
by eiy +  usand princes.” Ther ‘:ach of them pomised to present
a son {to the Bodhisatta).

The death of the Bodhisatta’s mother " “ahamaya Devi
and her  birth in Tusita abode of Devas

On the seventh day after the birth of the Bodhisatta Prince. his
mother Mahimaya Devi, reaching the end of her life-span. passed
away and was rebom in Tusita abode as a Deva bearing the name
of Santusita.

{The mother died >t because she had giv birth to the
,Bodhisatta, but because her life-sapn had come to an end. It may
be recalled that cven when the Bodhisatia Setaketu Deva made
the five great investigations, Mahdmaya had only ten months
and seven days more to live. Nobody else is worthy of occupy-
ing the lotus-like wom of the Bodhisatta's mother, for it is like
the ~~"umed chamber which has housed a Buddha or his statue
or ¢ bject of worst  Besides, while the Bodhisatta’s mother
1s still alive, it is nou dpproprlaic to Lcep her aside and make

df
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The royal mother Maya 71

years. six months and twenty days. At this age did the mother
conceive the Bodhisaua. Hence the second aphorism.

If and when the ten months duration of pregency as well as the
seven days the followed the Bodhisatta's birth are added to th~ fi® -
five years. six months and twenty days, the sum total will be fir-
six years. four months and twenty-seven days. Hence the first
aphorism. (An claboration of the mecaning of thc subject-matter
under discussion is given in the Samantucckkhn Dipani. Voll.)

W  her the royal mother Maya was reborn
as a male or a female celestial being

To the question as to whether the royal mather Maya was reborn
as a male or a female celestial being in the avode of Tusita, the
answer no doubt should be that she was reborn as a male.

In this matter, after superficially studying the Pali statement
“mdataram pamukham kava@ some scholars say or write that she was
reborn as a female deity: but such reliahle works as the “Theragatha
Commentary and others hold that “Mivd was only a male deity in
Tusita world of gods.”™ Concerning Thera Kaluday?'s verses in the
Dasaka Nipata of the Theragdtha Commentary, Volll. it is saic
“dev ipapatti pana purisabhaven 'eva jdrd”, (Miya'sy rebirth the
abode of vods took place only in the form of a male”™

Also in the section on the Baodhisatta’s auspicious birth, the
Jindlankdara Tika, it is mentioned: “Yusmd ca Bodhisattena
vasitakucelti nd d iasadisa hoti, na sukka afifiena sattena
Traxitum o ovdoop ajitum  vda. Tasma  Bodhisattamdtd
gubbhavutthaiato sattame divase kdlam katvd Tusitupure devaputto
hutvd nibbatii” “The womb in which the Bodhisatta had staved was
like the chamber of o cetiva: other beings did not deserve to stay
there or to use it Therefore seven davs after giving birth. the
Bodhisatta's mother died and became “son of a god” in the celestial
city of Tusita”

Still in the exposition on the Visatigathd of the Munidipa Tika.

Vol it is asserted:  Dwhlodded: thomiaiws. nbibddrslbaieriam  vijaying
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The appointtnent of atendants for the Bodhisatta 73

In the Swezon Kyawhtin (Question No. 33 of Volume 1) this
is asked in verse form by Shin Nandadhaja. the celebrated
Samanera of Kyeegan vibiage. The answer given by Kyeethai
Layhtat Sayadaw 1s. “There are 60 Myanmar hours in one day
and one night: since four nurses had to take charge in tum every
one hour, multiply 60 by 4. and the result 1s 240.”

If we take the reckoning made in the Swezon kyawhtin, “four

ses had 1o take charge in turn every onc hour”™ in the sense that
one was to feed, and another onc was to bathe and dress, still
another one to tend to him, supporting and clasping with her hands
or in her lap. and the last one to carry on the same task afier _:ing
over the Prince in turn. then it is quite in consonance with what is
contained in the exposition of the Mahidpadins Sutta of the aforesaid
Sutta Mahavagga Conmmentary.

The selection of attendants as described in the Temiya Jataka

In the cxposition of the Temiya Jatdka, Jataka Commentary, the
detarled description of how King of Kasi choose attendants for his
son Temiya (the Bodhisatta)is recorded as follows:

(1} A tall woman was not appointed nursc because the child’s
neck is apt 1o become elongated for having to suck milk wi
remaining c¢lose to her bosom.

(2) A short woman was not appointed nurse because the child's
neck is apt to become stunted for having to suck milk while
remaining close to her bosom.

(3) A thin woman was t appointed nurse because the child’s

such as thighs. ete., are apt  be hurt tor b Il <
while remaining close to her bosom.

(4) A fat woman was not appointed nurse the child is apt to
become crippled with its thighs, knees and legs deformed for having
to suck milk while remaining close to her bosom,

(5) A long-breasted woman was not appoiited nurse because the
child's nosc is apt to become snub as it might be pressed by her
long breasts as he sucks milk while remaining close to her bosom.
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Cl \PTER TWO
THE PERFORMA CE OF THE PLOUGING CEREMO Y

King Suddhodana performing the ploughing ceremony
and saluting the Bodhisatta for the second time

The day arrived lor King Suddhodana to perform tb ploughing
ceremony which was a regular scasonal festival held every ycar. On
that day. the whole roval city of Kapilavatthu was decorated like the
abode of Devas. All the people of the city including workers
dressed in their best attire, having perfumed and adorned themselves
with flowers. assembled in the palace square. In the fields where the
ploughing ccremony was to be held. one thousand ploughs were
kept in readiness. eight hundred of them being meant for the king
and his ministers. Seven decorated and ninety-nine ploughs to be
manned by the ministers were decorated with silver ornaments and
equipped with ploughshares topether with yokes, oxen and driving
rods. The plough to be ridden and driven by the king was fully
omamented with red gold.

When -king Suddhodana left the royal city with a great retinue
of ministers, courtiers, bodygpuards and other followers, he brought
his son. the Bodhisatta, to the ceremonial sites and kept him under
the delightfully cool shade of a big rosc-apple (Lugenia Jambolana)
tree in full foliage. The ground undernecath the tree was vell-
carpeted with the hest velvet cloth on which the royal child was
p.ad. And above him was fixed a enmson red vel't  iopy
embroidered with gold and silver stars above: the whole place was
screencd off with heavy  eurtains. and  puards were posted for
secur, v. The king then dressed himself in the regal accout
customarily put on for the ploughing ceremony and accompained by
ministers and courtiers procecded to the auspicious field where the

loughing remony would be held.

On arrival at the auspicious field, King Suddhodana, mounted
the polden plough whiclb was sgi[gg(%rigrgx Rr%@%cd for him. The seven
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The Bodhisatta Prince’s attainment of the First Andpana Jhina 77

in  : place of glorv: and saw also the miracle (pdatihariva) of the
shade of the rosc-apple tree remaining lixed in the same position
and in the same round shape. Thev went speedily to the ki-~ and
reported, “Your Majesty. the royal son is sitting quictly and calmly
in a certain strange posture. And though the shadow of other irecs
moved with the changing position of the sun, the shade of the rose-
apple tree under which the prince reposed stood  nchanged 20
after noontide. retaining ats circular shape.™

King Suddhadana quictly came along and observed; on seeing
with his own cyes the two strange miracles, he uttered. “O Noble
Son. this is the sccond ume that . your father. salute you.™ and
made obeisance to his son lovingly and adoringly.

Sakka the King of Devas sent Visukamma Dev:
to create an auspicious roval lake for the Bodhisatta

In this manner. when the Bodhisatta Prince reached the age of
seven. having grown up happily amidst the luxusy like that of
Devas, King Suddhodana one day asked his minsters, "0 men, what
kind of sport pleases the children of tender age?” When the minis-
ters informed him. “Your Majesty, voung children like to play in the
water.” King Sudhodana sent for artisans and ordered them 1o s¢ ¢
a suitable site 10 dig a magniflicent royval lake.

Thereupon, Sakka the Deva King, becoming aware through re-
flection that steps were underway to select a fake-site. thought to
himsell: It 1s not proper i all for the Bodhisatia to use a lake |
by human beires: only 11 lake created by Devas will he appropri-
ate for lim.” Lwe summoened Visukamma Deva and assigned him the
task of digging a lake, saying. “Go now. to the human ahode, O
Deva and create a suitable lake for the Bodhisatta 1o play about.”
To the question, “What Kind of lake would vou like me 10 create?”
Sal' eplied thus: “The lake that you will create should be free of
mt 1l slime: its bed should be strewn with rubies. pearls .. .d
corals: it should be surrounded by walls made of seven kinds of
precious stones. The d‘l‘j“'o%rﬂgggga f?ggr’%wl,?,%%gb%oli@k%m‘;h‘-‘ lake should
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Suramma {Summer) Palace 81

water 1o the brim were installed near the windows and placed
erein were aquatic {fowering plants such as blue. red, white lotus,
and lotus with a hundred petals. Mechanical devices such as foun-
1s and showers were installed to cool and freshen appropriate
places simulating the rainy season when greenness pervaded the
scenery. [Inside the mansion. flower pots and barrels filled with
scented mud and slime were placed at sunable corners and in them
were planted {ive varicties of lotus. The ceilings were canopied
pure cotton fabric, which were soft and smooth and capa''. of
generating a cooling etffect; besides. there were golden partitiors and
soft. thin curtains which were beawtifully and marvellously deco-
rated; and floor carpets of very white cloth capable making the
atmosphere cool. Scts of wvery thin white garments suitable for
summer wear were also kept ready to wear. Cold and savoury food
having the quality of co Iness (staviriya) were also well prepared.

On the roof of the said Suramma palace were hung a network
of small tirkling zolden bells producing sounds which were sweet,
soft and pleasant and exce'ling the sounds of the five kind of
celestial musie. Ceilings mace of fine jold sheets with very ‘ny
holes were fixed under the roofing. When the wa.er fic.n the tour
ponds {to be described later) on the four stdes of the mans. n was
pumped up by mechanical devices on to the ceilings it fell. on the
cetlings and trickled down through the tiny holes like rain drops as
if it were raining.

Above the ceilings of golden sheets were spread out dricd sheets
of buffalo hide: then pebt'es were lifted aloft by marhines to the
rooftop and frorr there icleased to fall on the strewaied b ilo
hides. The sound p:roduced ¥y these falling pebbles resembled the
rumtling of thunder during the rainy season.

One hundred and eight huge pots made of g¢* " and silver were
filled with perfumed water and placed around the royal bed which
was L. an enclosure of embraide 1 netting with blue lotus e..gns.
To have the effect of cool and pleasant atmosp™ re, blue, red, and
white lotus were planted jin_large, bronze .a%{};gggksﬁcgrenq to the brim
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The Bodhisatta’s display ol skill in archery 83

wWows were designed to suit both the cold and hot seasons,
some fitted with clos "« knit planks and some with holes and wire
meshes. There were paintings of blazing fires and {lames and also
pictures of lakes and ponds. Garments. robes and carpets which
would suit both the cold and heat. forming an assort f
apparels used in the two previously mentioned palaces were or
ready use. Some of the doors and windows were open by day and
closed by night: and the ohters were kept closed by day and open
by night. {The beauty anc sertection of this palatial mansion for the
rainy scason was identical with that of the summer a
residences.)

THE ARCIHERY DISPLAY
The Bodhisatta’s display of skill in archery

After King Suddhodana the roval father had thus three palatial
mansions constructed for his son in such grandeur and magnificence

ch no succcssion of kings had cver enjoved before. he thought
to himself: "My son has reached the age of sixieen. Afier crowning
him king with the whitc umbrella raised, 1 shall watch him enjc 1

s huxury and glory of kingship.” He ihen ordered micssages to be
sent to his eighty thousand Sakvan relatives thus: “Dear Sakyan
princes, my son has come of age and is sixteen years old now. |
will ¢rown him King. All Sakyan princes should bring their daugh-
ters, who have come of age. to my palace.”

When the Sakyan princes received the royal message fror ing
Suddhodana, they refused to comply with his request. reply..g. in
derogatory terms: “Prince Siddhattha facks cducation. although possess-
ing a pleasant personal appearance, Not having acquired any skill of
a livelihood. he will not be able to discharge his obligation t
support a family. So v ca it accede to the demands = King
Suddhodana and give our daupghters.”

(These words are as piven in the Copmnnentaries on the
Buddhuvamsa. \he Anguttara and also in the Jindlankara Sub-

Conunentary. Howevonwiatied flairedwatodmods.¢ba: Jaraka Com-
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The demonstration of twelve minor tapes of archery 85

’s demonstration of archery skills and to construct a decorated
viewing pandal for the ministers. palace ladies. retinue, service
personnel, soldiers. and distinguished royal relatives. On the seventh
day, when all the arrangements were completed. the king with his
minsters. military commanders and guests were all seated in their
respective places: the Bodhisatta after taking his scat on the gem-
studded throne in the centre of the open ground, took hold of the
big bow handed owver to him by the royal attendants. (The bow
required one t ¢ « men to draw; or the bow required one
thousand units or 1wo thousand units of weight, pala. to draw.)

Sitting cross-legged on the throne. the Prince held the bow in his
left hand. twisted the bow string round one big toe with which it
was pulled to make it taut: then he struck the bow string with his
right hand to adjust it. The vibrating sound emitted from the string
was so Joud that it echocd throughout the city of Kapilavatthu which
appearcd as il i1 was on the verge of {lying up into the sky.

Thereupon. some people asked: ~What is that sound?”, an some
people replied: *This is the roaring sound of thunder.” Others,
however, said: “Oh, you do not know: this is not the sound of
thunder; this i1s the sound produced when the Sakyan Prince
Siddhattha, so graceful in tform and resplendant in complexion, drew
the bow which requires one thousand men (or two thousand units of
weight, palas,} to stretch, and struck the bow string.”

All the eighty thousand Sakyan princes and royal relatives
witnessing the spectacular display hy the Bodhisatta of striking and
ar  sting the bow strings were ex gly dehighted.

The demonstration of twelve minor types of archery

The noble Bodhisatta sent for the most {famous master archers of
Kapilavathu by the name of Akkhanavedhi, Vala.edhi, Saravedhi,
and let them asscmble in the palace ground. As ¢ himsell (much
like in a pervious existence, when the Bi " isatta 15 born as young
Jotipala, as mentioned in the Sarabhanga Jitaka of the Cattalisa
Nipata), he stood in tthQ‘}/inqggngflhe four kinds " audience with a
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e demonstration of twelve minor nvpes off archen 87

it this demonstration of archery skill of stopping and warding
off the incoming arrows (swrapatihdhana), the spectators consisting
of princes and princelings. Brahmins and rich people. ete.. who filled
the whole of the surrounding expanse. made joyous exclamations of
praisc and wonder, by the beating of breasts: and their tumultuous
applause reverberated in the sky almost causing the carth to tremble.

(This is 1n fact the kind of archery skill whercby all the
incoming arrows {rom the cnemies are stopped and struck down
by one defending arrow, swrapatibahana.)

(2) Thereupon. King Suddhodana asked his son: “[lear son, what
do you call the archery skill that you have just demonstrated?”
“Respected fither. what | have demonstrated 18 the art of defending
the incoming arrows of the cnemy with one’s own arrow. Suaru
patibahana.” King Suddhodana asked again: “Dear son. is there
anyone other than you who had mastered this skill?” In reply. the
Bodhisatta Prince soid: “Respected father, there is no one who has
5 n this art in the whole Jambudipa island hesides mysell.” King
N wdana then said: “Dear son, proceed 1o demonstrale to us
other Kinds of arc” v skill.” Upon this the Bod  atta Prince said,
“These four master archers standing at the four corners were unable
to shoot and hit my single sclf. Now [ shall shoot with a single
arrow and hit all the tour master archers.”™ leari | these v ds of
the Prince, the tour master archers could not contro! themscelves.,
shuddering with great firght,

Then the Bodhisatta Prince had four banana nlants to be nlanted
in the four corners where the 7 ar master arclic,i. woe
positioned: tying a picee of red silk thread 1o the tail of the arrow
tipped with a vafira diamond. he aimed at one banana trunk and
released the arrow. The arrow bore through the first banana trunk
but without stopping there procecded 1o the second banana trunk
v h it pierced: again continuing to picee throuph the third and the
tourth bunana trunks. it finally hit and bore agai  he banana trunk
he ' d “ st aimed ot and came to rest in the han  f the Bodhisatta

Prince. The four banang, trunkseeash Pisrecsioslrengh with red silk
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Demeonstration of archery shill 89

2) Saravassa skill, shooting the arows to cause a shower ol
d ; sembiing the falling of rain.
These are the twelve minor skills in the art of archery.
1c demonstration of the four major archery skills

In addition. Prince Siddhattha demonstrated the following four
major archery skills to his royal father King Suddhodana and
assembled royal guests:

(1) The major skill of Akkhanavedhi, shootir  volleys of arrows
instantancouly in a flash of lighting at a target without : ¢ miss.

(2) The major skill of Faluvedhi, shooting to split into two
halves a tiny target such as a feather as if it were a brinjal.

(3} The major skill of Saravedhi. shooting to hit every preceding
arrow by the subsequent rrows.

(4) The major skill of Sudduavedhi. shooting 1o hit a target not by
sight but by listening to the sound.

Dec: ation of archery skill in piercing through
seven kinds of massive bodics

Besides, the Bodhisatta Prince also demonstrated the assemblage
of people presided over by King Suddhodana the skill of sh  ting
to pierce through seven kinds of massive bodies {satia mahakdya-
pudalana).

The seven Kinds of massive bodies are enumerated as follows:
(1) cammakayea, a great mass ol hide: (2) darvkava, a great mass of
wood: (3) Jofikdva, a great mass of bronze: (4) ayo a4 a gr
mass ol tron: (5} vafikak  w a great mass of sand: (6) wdakakaya.
a great mass ol water; {7) phalakakava, a great mass of planks.

Of the seven kinds ol massive bedics. (1) Other archars who
couid shoot to penetrate through a mass of hide able w0 nierce
through only one sheet of bulfalo hide at their best. I
Bodhisatta Prince demo  trated by shooting through and through the

mass of one hundred sheets of v alo hide.
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The marvellous skill in archery of Bodhisatta Asadisa Prince 91

-+--- -< perfection. In particular he had mastered without equal the

skills. When he returned to Varanasi afier completion of his
stuay ne rcfused the kingship offered to him as the elder son in
accordance with the dying wishes of his father. King Bra® ' ~a.
The ministers then elected the younger brother, Prince Brahmadatta,
to be king. The clder Prince Asadisa continued to live the princely
life in a peaceful manner. But the sycophants and opportune seckers
serving the king, in order to sow the seeds of discord, maligned
Prince Asadisa, saying to the king thus: “Prince Asadisa is pl¢ 1ng
to seize your throne.” Believing these slanderous words, the king
orderced the arrest of his elder hrother, -Prince Asadisa.

On being informed of the said matter by a well-wishing palace
attendant, the Bodhisatta felt deeply hurt and left the kingdom of
Varanasi to go to another country. There he had words sent to the
kuig that a master archer had arrived at the palace gate, seeking
permission to be in the king’s service. Summoning the master archer
to his presence, the king questioned him as to the remuneration he
sought for his services. Agreeing to be employed on a salary of one
hundred pieces of silver per annum, Prince Asadisa remained ' 1ce-
forth in the service of the king as an archer. The incumbent archers
were jealous of newcomer being thus paid a salary of one thousand
a year, and spoke in disparagement of him.

One day. while in the royal garden near the auspicious stoneslab,
the king saw a bunch of mangoes high up on the top of a big
mango trec. Considering “i. is impossible to climb up and pluck the
mango bunch.” the king summoned the old archers and asked them,
“Can you shoot down that bunch of mangoes with an arroy ey

itted uni " nously, “Your Majesty there is no trouble for us to

t it down; but Your Majesty has seen our performance many a
time. Let the new archer, who is earning much more than we do,
bring it down.”

The king :n sent for the Bodhisatia Prince As “sa "¢ "=ad
him, “My son, 1n you shoot down that bunch of mango with an
arrow?” The Bodhisatta Prince replied, “Your Majesty. if T h =2t~
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[he marseitous shill in arciery of Bodhisatta Asadisa Prince 93

these bold words. the Bodhisatta shot the arrow accelerating s
speed.

The sard arrow went up alier cleaving hall the mango st (as
the Bodhisatta had said). The Budhisatta, judging, “the arrow may
have reached the Catmaharajiha Deva abode by now™. shot out a
second arrow with greater foree and speed than the first one. The
second arrow went up and st o tatl-feather of the [irst arrow
to make it tum and fall downw: and then it went up and up till
it reached the Tavatimsa  Mode of Devas where it was caught by the
Tavatimsa Devas.

¢ sound produced .+ the descending arrow cutting throug
strong winds in the atmosphere roared loudly like that of thunder as
i to make the carth tremble. When people asked. “What 15 that
sound”?” ¢ Boedhisatta replicd. It 1s the sound of the fir W
descending.”™ Tle calmed the fears of the people who were feeling
anxtous lest the arrow might fall on them, saying, “Do not be
afraid: the arrow will not be allowed to [all on the ground: 1 will
catch it without causing harm to anyone.”

The said arrow on coming down cut the remaiaing half of the
stalk of the mango bunch without veering even a hair's breadth
from it in the full view of the spectators and ftell downwards
carrying the bunch of mang s with it. The Bodhisatta Prince
Asadisa clutched in midair the falling arrow with onc hand and the
mango bunch with  + other, not allowing them tw fall to the
ground,

The King and spectators marvelled at the astonishing and mag-
nificent display and exclaimed. “We had never before witnessed
such a ‘wonderful demonstr “on.™ "™Mey applauded and praised the
B hisatta Prince by clapping their arms with open hands. snapp 2
their fingers and throwing u  ‘nto the air their turbans ¢ * head-
gears by more than thousanas. The king's audicnce. being pleased
and delighted, lavished on him ~resents and rewards worth a crore
ol money; the king showered on wie archer much bounty and a large

retinue which may be likengd 4o o RN S RRQEE of rain.
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The beauty of Queen Yasodhard 95

n name was Bhaddakaccand

Yasodhara Devi was, as has been said above, onc of the
connatals of the Bodhisaita. She was born out of the union of the
Sakyan ruler Suppabuddha, the sc~ »f the Bodhisatta’s gra er,
King Afijana of Devadaha Kingdc  and Princess Amitta. who was
the younger sister of King Sudc lana. The Princess car 1
name of Yasodhara for being end d with pristine [ame and great
retinue. (Yaso=great retinue and 1 repute; dhara= bearer; hence
Princess who is endowed * “h gi_ . retinue and high repute.)

She was of golden colour, permanently eye-catching and beauti-
ful like an image cast of solid gold or as il the natural flesh an
body was made of gold. With her matchless. proportionate hody.
and of dazzling radiance, she was comparable in beauty and com-
portment to the victory flag-post erccted in the scenic and delightful
celestiai Kilamandala Amuscment Park of Mara King named
Manobhit. Like that of the celestial nvmph (Devacchard), her bodil
radiance co uminate the whole of her private chamber which
was otherw rouded in total darkness. She was also endowed
with five feminine charms of a virtuous woman. namely t  the
beauty of skin (chavi kalyana): (2) the beauty of flesh and muscies
(mamsa kalvana): (3) the cauty ol veins (nharn kalyana), o the
beauty of’ bone structure, (arrhi kalvana). or the beauty ol teeth
formation, (danta kalyana), (3) the heauty ol hair, (kesa kalydna), or
in other words: the beauty of bones. of skin. of hair of flesh and of
vouth.

She also poss  sed pleasurable tuch (sukhasamphas-sa)y like the
feel of cotton ginned a hundred times. She was free from six
blemishes, viz., being too dark or too white: being too fat or too
then: being too short or too tally the sweet fragance of choice
sandalwood emanating trom her faultless graceful body always per-
vaded the air. her coral coloured mouth was also cver fragrant with
i scent of the blue lotus. Baddakacedni. Yasodhard Devio was the
noble ‘treasure of the woman™ worthy to be the consort of a

Universal Monarch  ruligg G3sded Bom Qb GBRsm:
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Tt “adbisatta’s sanvega 99

worldly nature of decay and old age (jard) as far as he understood
but the Bodhisatta Prince as befitting one who desires to become a
Buddha knew distinctly on reflection that birth (ja¢) was the prime
cause of the p..:ess of ageing (jara). After coming back 2
golden palace, the Bodhisatta Prince reflected with penetrative
samvega, “Oh, birth is detestable indeed. To whomever bidh is
evident, to him ageing is also cvident.” Flaving reflected thus, he
became cheerless and morose; he remained gloomy and dejeeted.

King Suddhodana increased the ~“rength of ** ¢ guards

King Suddhodana sent for the charioteer and asked him: “O
charioteer, why did my son return in a hurry without proceeding to
the garden?” The charioteer replied: “Your Majesty, your son has
seen an old man so he eame back in haste.” King Suddhodana

1sed: “My son should become a ruler over this country. He must
not renounce the world and become a recluse. The prediction of the
court Brahmins that he would renounce the world and become a
recluse must be proved wrong. O courtiers, why did you spoil my
plans? Arrange quickly more palace attendents than before; then
with more female attendants and dancing girls swrounding him, my
son, while enjoying the five sensual pleasures, will no longer think
of becoming a recluse.” So saying, he oredered to increase the
number of guards in the surrounding places at cvery half yojana
distance (two gavutas) in all the four directions.

(When the Bodhisatta Prince came out to the royal garden
for enjoyment. he was accompained by a contingent of troops

If o as the char... reached a place wt it
f zed ahead. leaving the forces behind in the procession, the
great Arahat Brabmas of the Suddhavasa abode, by dint of
supcrnatural power, created the form of an old man in front of
the chariot, to be visible only to the prince and the charioteer.
The Arahat Brahmas o  he Suddhidvisa abode, considering, “The
B¢ usatta is ~~w b 1 red in thc slough of five
sensual pleasures like the bull elephant getling swamped in a
quagmire. We should let him, regain the SENSS of .mindfulness”,
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The date of the Bodhisaita™s reunuciation 107

On proceeding again to the royal garden as before on the tull
moon ol Phagenna (Febroary-March), he saw on the way the third
omen. that of a dead man. On sceing the third omen. the — dhisaia
Jiscarded the pride arising from the exuberance of being alive (jiviia
mana):

Then again. on the full moon of Asalha. in the year 97. Maha
Fra, the Bodhisatia went out to the royal garden as before. He saw
on the way the omen of the recluse. [he sight of this omen
awakened in him aliking for the life of a recluse: angd. making the
resolution, 1 shall become a recluse this very day.” he proceeded
on his journey to reach the garden the same day.

( w Dhammasangant ol the Abhidhamma Pitaka gives an
exposition on sumvega in the Nikkhepa Kanda as follows: The
fear of jfari or the knowledge that jari s a big fearsome danger
is called jaribhaya. the fear ot jurd or the knowledge that jara
is a big fearsome danger is called jardbliava: the fear of vvadhi
or the knov :dge that vigefhi is a big fearsome danger is cabled
v hibhaya and the fear of mwrang or the knowledge that
marana is a big fearsome danger is called marapabhaya. The
group of these four kinds ol knowledpe 1s known as samvega.

(OF the four kinds of great omens already deseribed, the [irst
three are known as sumivega nimitta. omens which gve nise 1o
sense of religious urgency. Because. if birth takes place, there is
unavoidable certainty of manilestation of ageing, illness and
death. Because of the arising of birth. there 1s bound to be the
arising of ¢ el T S
ageing, illness and death sor vae who has been born. 1o one
who looks upen these phenomenal danger as fearsome. harsh and
dreadful. they form the cause tor the arising of terrible frig. . and
alarm in them.

(The last omen, that of & recluse, is the mainfestation 1o
encourage the practice of the Dhamma. as a way of escape fr
the said dangers of ageing. illness and death. Henee it is called

pudhana nimitta, omen which gives rise to sense of meditational
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Sakva Princess Kisd Gotami's joyous utterance of peace 109

Prince. Thereupon, King Duddhodana announced the name and ttle
of his grandson thus: “From now on. my grandson shafl be known
by the name of Prince Rihula”™

Sakya Princess Kisi Gotam?’s jovous utterance of peace

The Bodhisatta entered the royal capital ol Kapilavatthu riding
the chariot accompanined by a large retinue with majestic clegance
at its height. As the Bodhisatta was thus entering the royal city by
the chariot, the Sakyan Princess by the name of Kisa Gotami, v~ 2
was possessed of charm and beauty, and was not of lowly birth but
of high noble lincage on sceing the physique (rdpakdya) of the
Bodhisatta Prince from where she was on the outer terrace of  er
mansion, and feeling delighted, uttered her {eeling of joy as follows.

Nibbutd niina sa mdtd.,
Nibbuta niina sa pitd.
Nibbuta niine <@ nart.
Yassa'yam i putl.

Peaceful and happy will be the mind of the fortunate mother
who has given birth to such a son possessing the splendour like
the rising sun, an extraordinary son of noble birth. top in beauty.
superb in grace, foremost in intefligence, Rellecting meticulously
on the twin attributes of her son’s talent and beauty. her joy{ul
satistaction. day after day. will result in peacc of mind.

Peaceful and happy will be the mind of the fortunate f{ather
who has given birth to such « son possessing the splendour like
the risi sun, an extraordinary son of noble birth. top inb v,
supc w grace. foremost in intelligence, Reflecting meticulously
on the twin attributes of his son’s talent and beauty. his joyful
satisfaction, day after day. will result in peace of mind.

ful and happy will be the mind of the fortunate woman

1 ccome the wife of such a husband possessing the
splendour like the rising sun, an extraordinary husband with
virility the rising sun, an extraordinary husband with virility, top
in beauty. superb ”ﬂ)olﬁr‘f aded[ Iremost 1: m Llll&c&nuc Reflecting
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Renunciation of the Bodhisatta Prince 113

other birds which gather round and atack it. As long as the eagle

ls the meat, it is subject to relentless attack and has to endure
much suffering; as soon as : discards the piece of meat, he is
relieved of such woe. Another bird which in turn picks up the piece
of meat and flies away 1s again chased, surrounded and attacked by
other birds. Thus each caglc which becomes attached to the meat,
which snatches it and flics away, faces the same predicament. In a
similar manner. he whe clings to the objcets of sensual pleasures,
which are like the piece of meat, as "minc’, ‘my own’, is subject to
constant dangers of robbery, looting, and cheating, by the five
cnemiecs: water, fire, ruler, thief and unloved ones who will wreak
havoc and misery at every opportunity. If, on encountering these
enemies, he puts up a defence against them to the best of his
ability, he is likely to face loss of life under unfavourable circum-
stances. As long as he keeps on clinging to these objects of sens |
pleasures, he remains surrounded by all kinds of dangers, lcading a
life of restriction. Only through discarding them all will he get the

sortunity to live in peace. Therefore, the five material objects of
sensual pleasures are very much like a chunk of meat; they are
more of pain and suffering. Indeed, the desires for scnsual pleasures
are utterly undependable and full of faulis and defects!

(4) Tinukkipamd-kamd: The five objects of sensual pleasures arc
indeed like a firebrand of prass; when a large bundle of grass is
lighted and carried against the wind. it would start burning from the
tip continuouly downwards, and unless it is thrown away, it would

1

burn parts of the camrier’s limbs such as hands and 3 , e
would thus perhaps meet death or suffer intense pain bordering on
death. In the same manner, the material objects of sensual pleasure,
when grasped and taken hold of with the hands of craving as ‘my
n’, ‘mine’, ‘my property’, would bum all those, who rejoice in
" ossessions, wi the fires of anxietics for their saf¢' :ping. In
f endearing carc and attention, if these material objects of
L 's, through natural cour-- of things, become de-
| ana wasted, they would develop the big fire of suffering

throu h anxiety and worpywnloadtidicom thmsboliedlis ciires of material
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Renunciation of the Bodhisatta Prince 117

to descend quickly before it is felled by the second man: he will
either be maimed or may even lose s life,

Similarly, a wealthy man enjoying fully the pleasures of the
senses could be approached by another person, who would beat him
up and rob him of his material objects of scnsual pleasurcs:  less
the owner of these material objects could dispose them off speedily,
he would be scverely beaten up and injured or even me  with death
on account of them. If he passed away with obsession or strong
attachment to sensual pleasure he would meet with all kinds of
suffering such as rcbirth in the realm of woes (apdya). Therefore.
the five objects of sensual pleasures are very much like the tree
fully laden with fruit: they are more of pain and suflfering. Indeed,
the desires for sensual pleasures are utterly undependable and full of
faults and defects!

(Or) The five objects of sensual pleasures are like a ripe poison
fruit. For example, there is a poison [ruit called Aimpal or
kimphale which resembles e most relishing ripe mango {ruit

asing to the cye with alluring aroma and taste: b 1t causes those
cating the fruit to suffer unteld pain even leading to death. The
who happen 1o cat the fruit just because of its colour, si a
taste writhe with pain, with their intestines breaking up and ulti-
mately dic in agony like one who has taken arsenic mixed with lime
juice. In a similar manner, the live objects of sensual pleasures are
deceptive in outward appearance deluding those without the eye of
wisdom into thinking that they are indeed various delightful, pica-
surable materials. Allured by their attractive outward appcearance,
“yse ake delight and © dulge in the  become suffocated with
the w ssome (akusala) poisons of greed. anger and bev
ment and alter gomng through all Kinds of writhi  pains and
suffering through worry. anxicty, cte., helplessly meet with death.
Even after death, on account of the poison of scnsual pleasures, they
do not attain happy existence; instead they cncounter further miser-

s and difficultics such as rebirth in the state of woe (apdva).
Therefore, the five objects of sensual pleasures are very much like

a ripe fruit of poison: they, Arsq s Uwiyssd suffering. Therefore
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my own strength. Remaining scated on the back of the royal steed
Kandaka, 1 will clasp Minister Channa who accompanies me, hold-
ing the horse’s tail and the royal horse Kandaka in between my two
thighs and jump over the 18-cubit high city wall.”

Minister Channa also thought to” himself: ~[{ the main gate of the
city will not open, | will keep my Lord’s son sealed on my
shoulder, clasp the " indaka horse under my right armpit, and
hugging him with my right hand, 1 will jump over the 18-cubit high
wall of Kapilavatthu City and escape.”

The royal horse Kandaka also thought to himself: “If the main
gate of the royal city will not open, I will keep my royal son sca |
on my t k as he is and along with the connatal mate Minster
Channa holding on to my tail. | will jump over the 18-cubit high
wall of Kapilavatthu City and cscape.”

The physical power of the Bodhisatta Pri--c

(One clephant of Kalavaka pedigree has the combined power of
10 Majjhimapurisa men of medium strenght; one Garigeyva elep nt
has the combined power of 10 Kalavaka clephants (or 100
Majjhimapurisas), one Pandara clephant has the combined power of

Gangeyya elephants (or 1000 Majjhimapurisas); one Tamba
clephant has the combined power of 10 Pandara clephants (or
10,000 Majjhimapurisas); one piigala elephant has the combined
power of 10 Tamba elephants (or 100,000 AMeajjhimapurisas); one
Gandha elephant has the combined power of 10 Pirgala elephants
(or 1,000,000 Majjhimapurisas), one Mangala “:phant has the ¢__n-
ined power of 10 Mangala elephants (or 10,000,000
Majjhimapurisas); one Hema ele ' it I the combined of 10
Marigala clephants (or 100,000,000 Majjhimapurisas). one Uposatha
elephant has the combined power of 10 [ffema clephants (or
1.000,000,000 My sumapurisasy. One Chaddunta clephant has the
combined power of 10 Uposatha elephants (or 10,000.000,000
Majjhimapurisas); The Bodhisatta has the combined power of 10

Chadd, 1 clephants (or 100,000,000,000 Majjhimapurisas), Anguttara
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The ceremomous escort provided by the Devas 1

“Q powerful Mira. [ already know even before yco ‘hat ¢
divine Wheel Treasure will certainly arise for me. As fc. .ayself, |
do not have the least desire to become a Universal Monarch, ruling
over the four Continents. Go ye away now, QO Mara, {rom here; do
not stand in my way.”

Sakalam dasasuhassam pi, lokadhanm aham puna
Unnaderva bhavissami, Buddho loke vindyako.

“As for me, I will strive to become a Buddha to help an
convey all sentient beings. who are ready to listen to the Dhamma
(veneyya), to the victorious land of Nibbana. making the ten thou-
sand world revolve and resound like the potter’s wheel.”

reupon, Mara threatened the Bodhisatta with these words: “O
frien Prince Siddhattha, keep your words constanily in mind. From
this ..ae on, [ will make you know well what I am whenever your
mind is filled with thoughts of sensual desires (kdmavitukka), thoughts
of malicc (vydpddavitakka), or thoughts of cruelty (vihimsavitakka).”

thenceforward, hc was constantly on the look-out for the
occasion when mental defilements (kifesa) would perchance arise in
the mental continuum of the Bodhisatta, following him closely like
a shadow for a total period of seven years. (e followed closely
behind the Budhisatta for a total period of seven years with intent
to kill him outright at the very place where mind d 7' ments would
perchance arise in the mind continuum of the Bodhisatta.)

The ceremonious escort provided hy the Devas and
Brahmais to the bank of the River Anomi

Al e age of twenty nine yvears. when he was about to acquire
the glory and powers of a Uni* sal Mor h. he forewent and
spw d them as if they were spittal. At midnight, on the full-moon
day of Asalha when the constcllation Asalha and the moon were in
conjunction in the year 97, Maha ECra, he left the royal palace w1
was conmparable 10 ! magnificent palace of the Universal Monarch.
But while he was thus leaving, the d¢ e to turm round and take a

view of the royal cit% ol Kapilavatthu arose in his mind.
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Entering  ezaba 1o go on alms-round ]

e
(]

o Rajagaha. thirty vojanias avway from the banks of Anoma in seven
S,

Entering Rajagaha to go on almsround

When he was about to visit the city of Rajagaha for alms-food,
he stood at the castern sate of the ety . then it occurred o him thus:
I 1 send a message to King Bimbisdra about v visit. he will know
that Prince Siddhattha, the son off King Suganodana. has come 1o
my ctty. and with due regard and attention he will xend plenty of
offerings. It 1s not proper tor me as an ascetic o inform him and
recerve the tour requisites. Right now. ! should go on alms-round.
“So. alter putting on the pannukilika robes offered by Ghatikara
Brahmd and taking the bowl with his hand. the Bodhisatta entered
the city by the caster  zate und went round [rom house to house for
alms-tood.

Seven days before the Bodhisatta went into Rijagaha for alms.,

» beetieal way celebreted on a big scale and enjoved by all, The day

A entercy the city, King Bimbisara had the proclamation

made to the people by beating the drumi: “The testival is over. ¢

neople should now attend to their respective trades.”™ AL th time

citizens were still assemibled in the palace ground. When the

King opened the window based on a lion figure and looked out to

give necessary instructions. he suw the Bodhisatta who was entering
Rajagaha for alms. with his sense-facalties well composed.

€ seeing the incomparably eracetul appearance of the Bodhisatia.
the people of Rajagaha as a whole became wildly excited and the
city wd into a state of commotion in the same
happened when Nilagin the Elephant, also called Dhanapila, entered
the city, or in the same way as the male and female residents of
celestial Tavatimsa became agitated and perturbed when Vepacitti,
King of Asuras. entered their abode.
When the noble Bodhisatta went round with the clegance of &
anta clephant-King for alms from house to house in the city of
aha, the citizens sceing the incomparably graceful appearance
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Entering Rajagaba to go on alms-round [37

Not knowing this, this King Bimhisara has made such a proposal to
me saying m such & way 1 will now et him know of my roval
lite.” So thinking. he stretched out his right hand pointing in the
direction whence he had come. and then he said in verse.

(1) Uum junupuado kaja, Himavanassa passaio
dhanavirivenu sampunno Kosalesu niketino.

“0, Noble King. you who please your people with mena by
ruling them with the four modes of support’! In the land of the
Kosalan people near the mountain titled Himavanta. which is
straight from here in the direction of the north. exist the region
of Kapilavatthu. full of grain. {ood and drink and famed like the
divine city of Amaravail — the region that belongs 1o my father
Mahasuddhodana. the excellent torch of the lineage of the Sun
that has long been aristocratic ancestry since the beginning of
the world. It is the place which is endowed with seven kinds of
treasure and men of valour, numbering cighty-two thousand. who
have the ahlity of plucking the star at the end. of the sky by
means of their prowess.”

(2) Adiced nama gotiena, Sakiya wama jativa
tamha kuld pabbajitto” mhi na kame abhipatthayam

"0 Noble King, you who are recognized as a Deva! Because
I am not a stranger but related to the Sun-God. | am Adicca by
clan which is pure: I am Sikiva by binth which is glorio | the
new name which cropped up trom the joyous uticrance o1 King

aka: “Sakyvavata bho kumdard. Comire from that Adicea clan
and Sakiva royal lineag ~ have renouncea the world with a view
to become a Buddha, not because 1 aspire afier objects of sensual
pleasures.™

(3) Kamesvadimavemn disva nckkhammam datthu khemato
padhandya gumissami ettha me rafifatt mano.

B loa fri %101 oks-com
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The Bodhisiua departed from his teaher Alidra 143

only did he equally share his followers but he also sent his
mate and temale support -5 wha came to wait upon him bringing
perflumes and tlowers to e Bodhisatta, saying. “Go. go and pay
homage 1o the superl man!™ As directed by the Seet-leader the male
and female suppoerters tirst paid homage to the Bodhisatta and then
paid homage 1o their master with what was left of the perfumes an
flowers. When they came to offer costly cot  es and secats, they
were asked to offer them to the Bodhisatta first and he would aceept
the remaining ones. il any. Whercvas they went. he gave priority to
the Bodhisatta in respect of excellent sleeping and tiving accommo-
dations. In this way. as a man of magnanimity. Alara treated the
Bodhisatla who was his disciple (at the time) with high esteem and
honour although he was the teacher.

The E Thisatta departed from his teaher ~lara
1: ing defects @ the mundane Jhiina attainments

Having t efforts and gained the seven mundane Jhiina attain-
ments. as he had acquired Jhanic experiences in previous existences
and as he was highly intelligent. the Bodhisatta soon reflected on
the naturc and prospects of these attainments in the present life and
the benefits to be derived therefrom in the next: and he came to
know perfectly well the nature and prospects of the said seven
attainments up to Akificaifiavatana Jhana in the present life and his
rebirth that would take place in the Brahma abode of Akificaffidyatana
in the next. Thereupon he camie to the conclusion that these seven
mundane JThanas (ell within the cycle of sulfering (vatte dukkha). he

deeply contemplated thus: “The aggregate of these attainments
cannot lead to weariness in the cyele of suffering. to detachment, 1o
cessation of defilements such as lust (rdea). ete.. o extinetion ¢ all
ese defilements. to knowledge of all that is to be known, to
achievement of the knowledge of the four Paths. to realization of
Nibbana. [n fact, these seven attainments result at most only in the
ahmd abode of Akifcafificavatana where one lives fosixty 1 u-
sand Mahdkappas. but they will not produce any benefit superior to

that. 1 highest Brahnbowanshdd abmikikonditdyidana: in which the
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CHAPTER SIX

THE PRACTICE OF SEVERLE AUSTERITIES BY T
F DHISATTA

The Bodhisatta’s vist to Uruveli and
practice of severe austerities

(Dukkaracarivar) for six years

After his departure from the Scet-leader Ud "a, the Bodhisatta
went about in the Magad' country jn scarch of Nibbiana and
cventually arrived in the market town of Sena. Near Sena was
Uruveld forest. In the forest the natural jay-out of the land was .
delightful enough for noble and virtuous men: the forest itsell was
pleasant; the river Nerafijarda had an attracti.vcilanding place. free of
mud and mire, with a sand beach like silvery shcets spread outy

asingly clean and clear currents [ull of sportive fish and

the river flowed continuously; there were also small vil-
lages where forest dwelling ascetics could casily receive alms-foc
When the Bodhisatta saw all these features, he noted them all
carefully and had a good idea thus: “This is an ideal placc for sons
of good families secking Nibbana to undertake meditation in.”
Accordingly, he huilt a small dwelling place with available dry
(irewood and leaves and stayed in the forest of Uruvela to ¢ jage
in meditation.

+ manifestation of three similes 1 the B "his ta

Then there appeared in the mind of the Bodhisatla three similes.
The, are:

(1) In order to make (irc. however hard a man rubs with- a fire-
big picce of wet [rewood {(wet [(ig-trce
he cannot produce fire and will only become

miserable. In the same way. in this world, the so-called recluses and
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Mara’s visit to deter the Bodhisatia by feigning goodwill 161

and strong perseverance, who possesses insight through 4ppand
Samadhi and who discerns lhorous.h]\' the rise and fall of
physical and mental aggrepates?” (With these words the Bodhisatta
posed counter-threat to Mara who had threatened saying. “O
Prince Siddhattha, your death is coming very close. the chance
of your remaining alive is very faint, only one against one
thousand for death.™)

“You Mara, this wind in my body caused by the tempo of
my exertion in practising Appinaka Jhina would be capable of
drying up the water curre..s in the River Ganga, Yamuna, etc.
Why would it not be capable of drying up the little blood that
ts in me, whose mind has been directed to Nibbana? Indeed, it
is strong enough to dry it up. When the blood in my body,
about four ambanas in capacity, had dried up on account of the
oppressing wind generated by my exertion in practising medita-
tion with a view to attain Nibbina, the bile which is of two

omposed (baddha) and non-composed (abaddha); and the
phlegm. also aboul four ambarias, that covers whatever is eaten

v awed so that no foul smell would come out: an

urine and nutritive elements, also about four ambanas, will
certainly dry up. If the blood. the bile, the phlegm, the urine and
nutrive elements dry up. the flesh will certainly be dcpleted.
When the blood. the bile, the phlegm, the urine and the flesh are
all gone in this way, my mind beomes even clearer. (Such
exhaustion will not make me retreat. Only because you do not
know 'y "1 is so keen, yc spoke words of " ve for
life’ (uv:!amkann) sueh as “O Prince Siddhattha, the whole body
of yours is so emaciated with the loss of flesh and blood.” and
so on.) Not only is my mind ¢ ar but my mindfulness which is
like the treasurer of a Universal Monarch, my wisdom which is
like the vajira diamond weapon of thunderbolt and my concen-
tration which is like Mount Meru are - “Maken, be e
more developed and steadfast.
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Questionable points 167

The answer is: With or without dukkaracariva, the Baodhisatta
d become a Buddha because he had completely  tulfilled the
Paramis. cdgas and cariyas.”

“If Buddhahood was possible without dukkaracariva, why did he
practise it laborionsly?”

Partly because he wished to demonstrate his incomparable en-
ergy to beings including Devas and Brahmids and partly because he
had considered that his heart would be filled with joy on recalling
the virtues of his encrgy some time after his attainment ot Buddha-
hood, the Bodhisatta practised dukkaracariva laboriously. To give an
example: a king who has carned kingship by virtue of customary
succession. without warring with anybody but while remaining in
the main palace, cannot rejoice as does a monarch who wins a
kingdom after gathering his forces and fighting two or threc hattles
and crushing his opponents. Truc, he who ascends the throne afier
engaging in war two or three times and coming out tiumphant

s audience while enjoying the luxury of His kingship and
reflects on his encrgetic deeds: he feels immensely happy thit ™ ng,
“l have acquired this rovality hy doing such and such a thing at
such and such a place and by killing such and such an ene y in
such and such a manner.”™ In the same way. the Bodhisatta pr ised
dukkaracariva laboriously  because he wished to demonstrate his
incomprable energy to beings including Devas and Bruhmis and
because he had considered thar | heart would be filled with joy on
recalling the vitues of his encergy some time after his anainment of

wod,

Another answer : Dukkaracariva was also practised out of kind-
ness 10 help future disciples by setting an example. o elaborate:
Those future disciples who come to know of the Bodhisatia's
practicc of dukkaracariva would contemplate: “Even the Blessed
Onc attuined Omniseience o™ after undergc” ) "

riva though he had fulfilled the n

“ya and @ hundred thousand acons. What to s
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CHAPTER SEVIEN

THI. ATTAL IENT OF BUDDHAHOO™

Changing the mode of practice

After the Bodhisatta had completed the austerity  practices.
dukkaracariva, for six vears. as has been stated betore. it was about

e first waxing of Vesukha (April-Aay) following the mouth of
Citta (March-April) of the wear 103 Maha Era. At that ume it
occurred to the Bodhisatta thus:

“The Samanas and Br-"manas of the past in their pracuce of
austerics could have gonce thorough only this much of pain and
hardship a! the most: they could not have gone through more
hardship than what T am now enduring. The Samanas and Brahmanas
of the future in their practice of austerities will go through only this
much ~f »ain and hardship at the most: they will not go through

atusl v than what I am now enduring. T'he Samanas and
tstanmanas of the present day also in their practice ol austerities
may go through oniy this much of pain and hardship at the most
they cannot go through more hardship than what [ am now endur-
ing. (What hardship T have endured will not be less. but may even
be more. than the pain and sufiering undergone by the Samanas and
Brahmunas of the past. the future and the presept. T have striven and
practised the austeritics » muously in this manner. 1 have not
attained Enlightenment, Subbaiifia Ndna: 1 have not realized Bud-
dooaed T may 1 haps be another mode of practice. w r
path. to atiain Enlightenment. Subhaiiiuie Nana: 1o realize Buddha-
heou

Keeping on retlecting thus. he came to perceive that he had
Jeveloped and entered upor the First Jhina of Aniipana while sitting
under e shade of the ros  apple (Lugetaa) tree at the time of the
auspicious ‘Ploughing Ceremony” performed by his father king
Suddhodana. He recognised then that the practice of the First Jhana

o Andpana mus! certaindwnibadddigotruwdlbosls camorrect mode of
http:/ /www.holybooks.com/great-chronicle-buddhas/



Downloaded from www.holybooks.com:
http:/ /www.holybooks.com/great-chronicle-buddhas/



[he abandoning ol the Bodhisata by his attendants 171

won of the body. (Kavagatdsari). and the basis of Insight
Meditation, (Tipassennti tor the Bodhisattas Mdapanndsa Tika
Vall)

The abandoning of 1 » Bodhisatta by his attendants,
the roup of Five Bhikkhus (paficevaggr)

It s a natural course of event, (dhammaid), that when a Bodlnsatta
v outl to attain Buddhuhood after having completed the practice of
dukkaracariva, cither the o endant bhikkhus abandon him lor some
reason or the other or e bonselt leaves them behind. This neing so.
when the Bodhisatta been 1o sustain his body by taki e whatever
coarse {ood of rice he eceived on his alms round. the said group
of TFive Bhikkhus became disgusted with him. grumbling, “The
Bhikkhu Gotama has become one who practises for the gamn ol
material wealth; he has become one who has abandoned the practice
of’ meditation, and reverted to the material accum ' “on™. Following
the natural course ol cvents they ¢ wndome t Jodhisatta and
we d s way to Isipatana. the Deer Park. near Varanast where
the First Sermon, the Wheel of Dhamma, is delivered by ali the
Buddhas. (It is a natural rule for the auendant bhikkhus to abandon
the Bodhisattas who are about to attain Buddhahood and to proceed
to the Deer Park swhere every Buddha will deliver without fail the
First Sermon of Dhammuacakka.)

The Group of Five Bhikkhus left the Bodhisatte zhout the
newmoon day of Ciuna and moved to Migadaya. the Deer Park.
wis in fact the time swhen the Bodhisatta had completed the ) 7 2
ot dukkaracearivd.y When the attendant bhikkhus had  abandoned
him. the Badhisana living a solitary hfe. gained a consierable degree
of" solitude which was conducive to extraordinany  progress and
strengthening of his mental concentration. Thus hiving in complete
sceclusion for fifteen davs, practising meditation and making pre_.css

noble Badhisutta dreamed five Great T m’
approaching dawn on the fourtcenth waxing day of the
month ol Vesakha.
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The four causes of dreams 173

dream presaged large acquisition of the four reguisites ot robe. alms
od. dwelling place and medicines and that he would utihse them
without any attachment and clinging to then.

The four causes of dreams

Dreams are caused by these tour causes:

(1) Due to disturbance in metabolism, (2) experiences of the
past; (3) deception by Devas and. (4) omen predicting @ coming
event.

(1) Due 1o disturbance of metabolism. ke maltunctioning of
biles. etc.. one dreams [rightful dreams such as falling down
from the moumain. travelling in the sky with a frightened heart.
being followed closely by beasis of prey such as wild el-—hant,
wild horse. li leopard. tiger. etc.. or by cvil persons.

(2) Because of experiences of the past. one dreams seing,
hearing and using objects one had scen. heard or used before.

} A kinds of illusory objects are made manifest by Devas
in one's dream. a good vision if they want to do one a pood
turn. or a bad vision if they want to do kim an ill wrn. Onc sces
all these objects through the supernormal powers of Devas.

{(4) When one dreams a drcam of omen. one sees pleasa or
unpleasant visions that predict coming cevent because of one's
past good or evil deeds. Such dreams are like the dream of
Mahd Maya Devi foretelling the conception of a son or like that
of King Kosula presaging the sixteen great cvents or like the

it Dreams of the Bodhisatta.

Of the four kinds of dream. those due to (i) disturbance in
metab sm and to (2) expertences of the past generatly prove to be
false. (3) As for the dreams due to the deception by Devas. they
may or may nol turn out to be ecorrect. True. the Devas, »
angered are apt to show wrong visions in the dreams as a strategem
to cause ruin. (sce the story below)., (4) The dreams which presage
coming events invariably prove correct.
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The aolfermg of Ghana milk-rice by Sujatd 177

dukkaragcariyd: (1) She first let one thousand milch cows graze in
the wood of liquorice: and the milk obtained from these one
thou~and milch cows was fed to other {ive hundred milch cows. ()
The milk produced by these five hundred cows was fed 1o other two
hundred and fifty cows: “?) Again the mitk produced by the said
iwo hundred and hifts c...s was fed to other one hundri  and
twenty-five cows; (4) Then the milk produced by these one hundred
twenty live cows was fed to other sixty-four cows. (5) °

milk from these sixty-fo1 'ws was fed to other thirty two cows.
{6) Then the milk from 'se thirty-two cows was fed to other
sixteen cows. (7) Then th 1k from these sixtecen cows was fed to

other eight cows. In this ner, lady Sujata took the above step-
by-step procedure of transfer of milk in order to obtain thick
savoury and nutritous cow’s milk to prepare milk-rice. (This account
is as namrated in the Ji a Commentary,)

According to the Jinalankira Tika, lady Sujata (irst let one

:d milch cows to graze in the wood of liquorice. Then she let

tne nundred milch cows born of the first hundred cows graze in the

same wood. Then, again she let the hundrcd milch cows bom of the

said second hundred ... the third hundred ... the fourth hundred ... the

fifth hundred ... the sixt hundred milch cows graze in the pasture

of liquorice wood. In thi manner, she milked the seventh gencration
milch cows and made  paration to cook Ghanna milk-rice.

With the intention, *  vill make the sacrificial offering of Ghana
milk-rice carly today.” | .y Sujdta rose carly on the Full-moon day
of Vesakha and had th. ibove said ecight milch cows m
calves, (without having to tic them with rope) did not com
ducts of their mother mileh cows. Whal was strange was that, even
as the milk bowl was aced closely under the udder. the milk
flowed down continuor  in profusion without being drawn. Lady

ta, on seeing such  wonderful event, conveved with her own

. unlike in p vsiou ears the automatically ..owing i and
pouring it into a new p and kindling the fire with her own hands,

made an effort to cookpihaiGdhanasRHkeHOSbooks.com:
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[he Bodhisatia™s compassion 201

s unique victory acclaimed by this inanimate carth and sky
that rumbled as if animate, belongs only w0 the Buddha. who by
means of Omniscience possesses without leaving the tiniest detail

knowledge of all the truth worthy of knowing: who is the
depository of the incomparable glory of glories in the whole of ten
thousand world systems. T-is victory is celebruted by the humans.
Devas and Brahmas resou..ding throughout the sky. And it is the
vile and wicked Mara who sufiers the utter defeat, completed rout
and total retreat, fearing the power of the Buddha and who blinded
by ignorance marched with a great ammy as if it would cause
upheavals in the eight quarters of the carth’s surface and started the
offensive with intimidation to capture the Bodhi-crested Throne
(Bodhimakuta Pallanka.)

Thus, on this day of the great vietory. the Full-moon day of

Vesakha, in the yecar 103 *“Maha Era, at the side of the Invincible

were Omniscien  was attained by the Buddha, all the

1¢ Garuda, hap  and delighted with the victory of the

Buddha who has cultivate . such extraordinary attributes as aggre-

gates of moral conduct (silakkhundha) proclaim the victory resound-

inglv so loud as to reach the whole of the ten thousand world
sy  ns.

Jayo Buddhassa si..nato avam
Mdrassa ca papimato pardjayo
Ugghosayum Bodhimande pamodita
Javam tadd devage 1 mdahesino (3).

unique victory ac..aimed by this inanimate carth and

that rum d as i’ animate, belongs only to the Buddha. who by
me 3 of Omniscience possesses without leaving the tiniest detail
the knowledge of all the truth worthy of knowing: who is the
despository of the incomparable glory of glories in the whole of ten
thousand world systems. This victory is celebrated by the humans,

vas | Brahmas resounding thoughout the sky. And it is the vile
aud wicked Mara who suffers the utter defeat, complete rout and

total retreatl, fcaring the power of ﬁlélg“%(%dlﬂ%oa d_who blinded by
ignorance, marchedhwyithywwgiedybookeyoas dredt- du@nildemuaﬁawphc. avals
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The great hor e paid by the Devas and Brahmas 207

eamers. and wish-fu  ling trees. All the Devas dwelling in the
ten thousand world-sys- s came. assuming the appearance of celes-
tial dancers and paid b age dancing celestial dances singing celes-
tial songs offering cele 1l flowers. perfumes and scented powder.
At that time. the whole sky was full of case ‘es of celestial flowers.,
celestial perfumes as if the whole environment was filled with rain
ps and rain water of a heavy downpour.

This trcmendous o~ion and ceremonious homage was nm ¢
with such grandeur b il the Devas and Brahmas because they
were exulted with the  clief: “When this noble Bodhisatia attains
Buddhahood, we will  ertainly get the opportunity to hear the
Dhamma {rom him anc ereby receive the immortal Supramundane
Dhamma of the Path and Frujtion and Nibbana, and w  will have
delightful satisfaction ( ‘). by applying our mind to the said nine
Supramundane Dhamm.. {four Paths. four lruitions and Nibbana).
We will also witness all kinds of miracle which will be objects of

it for the eye. The Buddha, by teaching us the Dhamma of
Deathlessness will brin  thout our emancipation and safety from the

it journey of birl. jdri), the difficult journey of ageing (fard).
we aifficult journey of sickness (wddhi), the ditficult journey of
death (mardana). and the Hifticult journey of grief (soka). lamentation
(puridevea). sulfering  (dukkhay. distress  (domanassa) and  despair
(upaydsa).”

Although the Devas and Brahmas paid him homage with great
joy and respect, crowdi  the whole ten thousand world-systems. for
the a..cesaid reason an  Ithough he saw clearly with his own eyes
these extraordinary acts of reverence pertormed in numerous ways.
the Bodhisatta’s had n celing of attachment and enjoyment at all:
and he paid no attentic o them all. He dwelt reflecting only on the
Dhamma which he relied upon as his support.

Tha Cakkavala mo  ain which protected the Bodhisatta who
was  1s positioned, w. like a curtain and the open sky above him
with its stars and const  ations was like a canopy studded with gold
and silver stars. T hPowploaded fremdwuphelrheakstooms w1th its seven
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[he aight quabues of the Bodhisatta™s mind continuum 209

teeling of happ :ss its height he became imbued with the mental
state of cquanimity (Tatramajihattatdy or (hampekkhea. 11is mind-
358 became pellucid and his insight-wisdom. greatly sharpened.
And again. when (he Bodhisatta achicved and remained absorbed
in the Fourth Jhana of Rupdvaccara. since he had alrecady dispe
both physical and mental pain and pleasure torm his mind contin
he duwilt in the state of viewing sensual objects calmly and equa-
(upekkha vedand). By virtue of this upekkha vedana and the
el state ot Tatramajjhattuta. mental concomittants such as mind-

fulness. etc., which were part and
pe id like the hght of the moor

The ecight qualities of the Bo

If a review is now made of the |
out ol devotion, it will be found
nractisine dukkaracariva lor six

¢ pure. undefiled b
{micchavitakka), namely sensual th
thought (vyapadavitakke), cruel tl

a could not [ind any opportu
while he was spending the day in
day of Vesakha. the day he was

el of the Fourth Jhana were

satta’s mind continuumn

d continbum of the Bodhisatta
1. at the time when he was

5. his mind continuum Wi
he three wrong thoughts

ht (kamavitakka). malevolent
W, (vilibmsa vitakka). so that
{of censuring him). Again,
Sala lorest on the Full-moon
attain Buddhahood. his mind

continuum was found worthy of  neration. for it was highly
purified with the attainment ol eigm mundanc Jhanas. Moreover.
when all the Devas and Brahmas om the ten thousand world-
ems assembled crowding the weverse. and paid honi
while he was sitting on the Invineible Throne after his victory over
Deva-putta Mara, he remained oblivious of them. concentrating his
attention on the practice of the Dhamma only. And so. as has been
said before, the mind continuum of the Bodhisatta, who had once
again achieved and remained absorbed in the TFourth Jhana of
F=avaccara. (a feat for those of sharp intelligence) had his power
€. «oncentration greatly enhanced by the concentrati of the Fou

thana ol Rupuvacara as o ws:
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[ he first Vijjanana 211

mind at all which vccurs owing to faithlessness, laziness, heed-
lessness, restlessness, ignorance and gloom arising {rom mental
defilements: in other words, faithlessness. ete.. could not make
even  the slightest inroad into the mind continuum ol the
Bodhisatta.

ALTERNATIVELY

(1) The mind continuum of the Badhisatta was well-estab-
lished in the concentration  of the Fourth Jhana. (2) It was

« f ¢ being free from the hindrances (nivaranas). (3)
Iaving gone bevond the pgrosser factors ot Jhana (Jhananga)
such as, vitwkka ete. which agitate and disturb the mind. the
mind continuum wus shining pure as it about to glitter. (4) I
was free from such delilements as. pride (mana). deeeption
(mayad). treachery (satheyya), eic. apt W he generated through
attainment of Jhana. (3) It was also free from covetousness
tabhijihd), cte.. which form the cause of mental defilement
{upekkilesa). (06) It was malleable. having gained the fivefold
mastery (vasibhavas). (7Ty Having become the basis of all kinds
of supernatural powers Giddhi). 1t was in a position to accomplish
whatever is desired by the Bodhisatta. (8) [Having been perfected
by mental development (blidvana). his mind continuem remained
unshaken and {irmly established.

The mind of the Bodhisatta which was thus endowed with these
cight attributes finds 11 casy. needing only an incanation. for realiza-
tiem of 177 nma wl ™" should be 7 " by me "~ Abhiitia.
When the mind was bent towards th U ot Atrsnna, thought
moments on it {(Ahiiiiaag Javana)., arise quite casily.

(1) Attainment of Supernormal Knowledge of Former Existences
Pubbenivasanussati Abfifisia (the first Vijjanana)

1 : mind continuum endowed with the afores: attributes
and - pure and pelll id being in such a perf in which
Ablhivna Javana arose castly when the mind was inclined to the
' Abhififia, lhﬁoﬁl‘l‘&gﬂéﬁ”ﬂ@nM‘H&S}bo‘&k& Wy s supernorml
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The second \ ijjanani 213

such as secing the sights hearing the ~ound ete., at the six doors
ol eye. car. nose, tongue. body  and mind. thus giving rise to
various modes of intimating one’s intention (vifdedti) by bodily
movement and verba  expression. ete.. (In acalitn) there is no
sentient  individual at all w© be called [, “he’. *man’, cte.,
Indeed. there is not single Deva, Mara or Brahma who can
create such a sentient being.)”
This heing the case, the Bodhisatta had through Pubbenivasnussuti
A mporar C put away to a distance (vikklonbliuna-pahdna) the
menty wrong views of arta (personality-beliet): they are the four
wrong views ol atta relating to the aggrepate of corporeality, namely,
rapee 1S atla. attue has rapas rapa eXIstS N afta, afla cxists in ripa
and similarly. cach sct of these lour wrong views relating to the
remaining aggregates of feeling, perception, mental tormations and
consciousness. In a similar manner. he had also discarded delusion
(mohe). which had taken  ace in the distant past,

(2) @ nent of Supernormal Knowledge of 1e power of
Sight, Dibhacakkiru Abhififia (the second 1ijjd Nana)

After the notic Bodhisauta had realised the Pubbenivasanussati
Abhififie in the first watch of that night, he recollected many past
cvents and existences through that AbAidae; and having temporaily
put away 1o o distance the twenly wrong views (sakkayaditthi),
together with moha which had taken place in the distant past, he
directed his mind continuum. endowed with the aforesaid eight
attributes. towards acquiring Cwupapdia Nana, the knowle  + of
seeing the deaths and births of sentient beings. and towards acquir-
ing Yathakammupaga Ndna. knowledge of analvsing and sceing the
meritorions  and  demeritorious  deeds which {from  the origins of
sentient beings.

(Cutupupdta Nana is the same as Dibbucakkhu Ndna. be-
cause Dihbucukkl Néna, is also known as (ut'wy  ata Nana.
When Dibhacakkhu Nana is developed, Yathakammiipaga Nana
and Anagatamsa Nana (knowledoe of .lt.? cé;cni(isq&nlll:le future) also
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The week on the throne 241

heart was filled with the oil of rapture preceded by the increasingly
distinct knowledge of the Doctrine. the Buddha uttered an udanu
ve.ce as ¢ ugh it overtlowed his heart:

Yada have parubhavanti dhammia
atapino jhavate brdhmanassa
Athassa kankha vanayanti subba
Yato pajanari sah  wdhammam.

When the thirty wo Constituents of Linlightenmer
(Bodhipakkhiya Dhanmu s) appeared vividly in the mental con-
tinuum of an Arahat. v . has rid himself of all that is evil. who
is endowed with exerti... to heat up one thousand five hundred
defilements, whose me ation is steadfast and keen to the extent
of reaching the Path .. Appand Jhana, by reflecting on the
characteristics of impermanence. unsatisfuctoriness and non-sub-
stantiality of various samatha objects such as breathing-out and

nd of bot* material and mental aggrepates; then on

: vivid af, :arance of the thirty two Constituents of
coangmeneny, he thoroughly knows the aggregate of suffering
comprising ignorance, c¢tc., as the causes and mental formar s,
etc.. as the effects. On disceming clearly this Doc ™ of
Paticcasamuppddua. all **2 doubts regarding the Doctrines or all
the sixteen doubts reg:  ing mind and matter that would occur
in the three phases of _ne (past, present and future) owing to
the irnorance of the Doctrine of Paficcasamuppadd disappear in
the al continuum f that Arahat just as dewdrops vi h
witu we onset of sun heat.

When e middle watch of  :ht came, the Buddha contemplated
the Doctrine of Paticcasamuppdda repeate "¢ ° forward and back-
ward orders tiiroughout the watch. When he was contemplating, his
knowledge of Nibbana. the cessation of the cause became clearer
and clearer. This led to the continuous appearance in the Buddha of
a series of such mental impulsion as Mahd-kriva somuanassa-sahagata

Nuna-sampayutta asarkhBeimlogdedmem pregddidobls.com: dom and rap-
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The daughiters of Mara came to entice the Buddha 259

Yassa jitam nayaviiyaii
Jitamassa no yati kosi loke
tam Buddhumanania gocaram
apadam kena padena nessatha.

Yassa jitam visattikd

tanha natthi kuhin ¢i netave
tam Buddhamananta gocaram
apadam kena padena nessatha.

te  :ddha. having overcome the defilements, has nothing
to conquer again. No defilement that has been conquered follows
the Buddha, That Buddha who has infinite range of scnse
perception through all embracing wisdom, who is devoid of surh
factor as passion (rdga), by which way will you take him away.

The Buddha is devioed of such © ors as craving (ranhd),
which like a net would cnsnare him back to any existence,
v h has the nature of a violent poison, or which is particularly
able to cling or adhcere to things. That Buddha who has an
infinite range of sensc perception through all-embracing wisdom.
who is devoid of such factors as passion. by which way will you
take him away.”

After saying in praise of the Buddha among themselves, “Our
father has told us the truth. This Reeluse Gotama, being endowed
with such attributes as Aradham and Sugata, cannot be casily enticed
by means of passion.” they returned to their father Mara.

The Buddha’s intention to live honouring the Dhamma

While the Buddha was staving the week at Ajapala, he pon-
dered: It is miserable indeed to live without showing yects to
others (with nobody to respect). Whom should be ap >ached and
" Id by me in high esteem: one who has rid himself of all
defilements. who has removed evils?” Then he continued to ponder

thus: ““I should live near someone who is s'~erior to me in morality,
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The week at Mucalinda Lake 761

Therefore, he who wishes to pain bencfits and who s
desirous of being a highly honoured person should pay respects
day and night 10 the Dhamma-jewel which is the property of the
virtuous, bearing in mind the three aspects of the Teaching.

Afier uttering these verses, Sahampati Brahma saluted the Bud-
dha respectfully, circumambulated the Buddha and disappeared from
very place and amived back at his Brahma abode. Then,
~ing thoroughly that the request made by Sahampati Brahma,
was quite priate for him, the Buddha lived paying respect only
to the Dhamma that he had realized. (Later on the Sangha became
complete with the four greatness in number (mahatta). namely, (})
greatness in number of clders (rattaifiu-mahatia), (2) greatness in
number of members of Sangha. (Vepulla-mahatta), (3) greatness in
number of teachings, (Brahmacariya-mahatta) and (4) greatness in
number of material pgains (Ldbhagga-mahatta). At that time, the
Buddha showed respects t. the Sangha also. For that reason, when
his aunt Mahapaiapati Got~~11 offered him a pair of cloth meant to
be robes. the B a said, Dear aunt, give it to the Sangha. Giving
the sangha would mean giving me as well as thc Sangha. Giving the
tha would mcan giving me as well as the Sangha.” Thus the
Buddha clearly displayed his respects and adoration to the Sangha.)

(6) The weck at 1 linda Lake (Mucalinda sattaha)

After spending scven uays reflecting on the Dham
Ajapala banyan tree, the Buddha leftit = ¢ v (B
acutangula) tree ncar cast of the Mahabodhi. There at the foot of the
Mucalinda trce, the Buddha spent seven days sitting cross-legged
and enjoying the bliss of Arahatship.

At that time the great untimely rain (the great rain beforc the
ra.., season) fell for seven days. (Sucb rain falls only on two
occasions! onc on whit a Universal Monarch appears -1d the other
on which a Buddha appears.) W¥” 1 the great rain tell, a very

i w~erful Naga king, Musalindlacaibn mitetothsolyaga. abode v -
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abaddha, 162
Abhidnanappadipika, 41
shidhamma Pitaka, 106, 243
abhiriria, 142,211,212
~hiphaa javana, 211, 212
abroana vithi, 212
Absorption Jhana,
deariya-vada, 144
access impulsion (upaccara)
Adicca, ' '
Aggasavaka, 232
aggregate of suffering, 243
ghdra. 180
ajapdla nigrodha, 251
Ajivatthdmaka Sila, 132
Akalika, 225
Akanittha, 129, 130
Akificafifidyatana Jhana, 141, 142,
Akificaifdyatana (Mundane), 141
a kind of impediment, 152
akkhanavedhi, 85, 89
all-embracing Patthana, 246
Alms, 41,50, 131, 133, 136, 149,
152,176, 764
ravi 1
ambanas, 161
Ambattha, 56, 57
ambrosial waters, 265
anakhetia, 221
anafijabhisarkhdra, 240
dnantanaya samania, 246
Anapana Concentration
Meditation, 170

224

267

Andpana meditation, 76

anatta, 4, 195

Anatta Lokkhana, 222

Anatta Vipassana Nina, 222

Anavarana Nana, 27, 256

an endowment of merits, 192

Anga, 136

Andgami-magga, 226

angirasa, 250

Angdrakdstipama-kama, 114

anicea, 4, 195

Anicca Lakkhana, 222

Anicca Vipassand N’d{m, 222

Antmisacetiya, 245

Animisa sattaha, 244

Anoma, 125, 127, 133, 228

an Omniscient Buddha, 2, 3, 15

Anotatta lake, 263

Anotatta water, 263

another mode ef practice, 169

Anudipant 14, 20, 21, 23,41, 59, 61

anuloma bhamukata, 64

Anuloma N’c?{:a, 224,233

anupadisesa, 27

anupubb ‘angulita, 61

apardjita, 59, 182, 183, 238, 243,
244

apdya, 214

appana, 140, 161

Appana Jhdna, 241, 242, 243

appand Sumadhi, 140

appanaka Jhana, 153, 154

Appassada-kamd, 112

apuii™ 7 hisarikh” -, 24"

Arabattamagga Napa, 181, 6,
233,245, 225
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Fourfold Confi nce, 30
fourfold determination, 152
ur gre  omens, 97
four large island continc. s, 5
four major archery skills, 89
four means of development, 1
Four Noble Truths, 4, 29,227,250
four Rilpavaccara Jhanas, 28
four special epithets, 106

ates, 30
Fourth Jhana, 208, 209, 211, 222,

223,239

Four Truths, 224
four ways of rebirth, 253

G

(Ghatikdra Brahma, 128,264
giant fish Timingala, 246
gibhibhoga, 163
Girimekkhala elephant, 197
God of Desire, 134
gopakhuma lakkhaida, 59
Gotamapurana, 11

Gotrabu Nana, 225

271

harmess, dangerless, fearless state,
169

headband on the forehead, 60

highground of Maha Bodhi, 181

honouring the Dhamma, 259

I

iddhi, 211

iddhimaya Parikkhard, 130

Iddhipada, 26

Iddhiapdas, 29

iddhirapa, 106

immediate Fruition, 225

inaguration ceremony, 96

indriyaparopariyatti-fiana, 256

incomparable wisdom, 160

infinite Conqueror (drnantajina),
196

initial thought moments, 11

Insight Knowledge of
Impermanence, 196

Insight Knowledge of
Insubstantiality, 222

Insight Meditation, 118, 163, 175

great darkness resulting from four
factors, 188

great deeds of merit (Maha'sala),
2

Group of five, 151 ‘

Group of Five Bhikkhus, 171

Guthatthadipani, 47

H

hair between
45,
hair relics, 265

1€ two eyel~ws

Downloaded fr

interpretation of the Five Great
Drcams, 175

Invincible Throne, 196, 198, 205,
208, 209,229

issd, 141, 217

J
Jali, 239
Jambudipa, 6 87

Jambunada, _ J
Jara, 99, " "7,207, 216
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