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B0\ TREATISE more compleat and more intel-
[ ligible than any has been yety concerning
fm‘ HERMETICAL MAGISTERY.

g . Tranﬂated ﬁom the Frenca.
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AmzehtWar of the KN1GHTS.

Tranﬂated from the GERMAN Original,

f A S ALSO,
15@: ANNOTATIONS upon the moﬁmate‘
ﬂ,gglPomts, where the two Tranflations differ.
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TO THE

READER

EEING not only the

bad Succefs moft Search-

ers of the Hermetick Art

meet with, but that like-

wife .great Numbers of theumt are
fallen into the greateft Abfurdi-
ties, as well in yefpe® to their
Operations, as tg the Matter they
work . upon ; and often withing
to fec {fome Remedy applied, to
recover thofe unhappy People from
A3 their



To the READER:
their Errors, it led me into a fe<'
rious Confideration of the Caufe
thereof ; and' I found that it was
impoffible, thofe deluded Search-
ers could dwindle away into the
abfurdeft Operations, if they did
not want a ‘fufficient" Thcory of
this Art.

"Then meditating further, and
finding that the faid Theory (which
is the main Pillar and Foundati-
on to go upon) is not to be ac-
‘quired but by the conftant Perufal
of good Books ; Iat laft begun to
‘confider of thofe Authors, whnch
are Extant in the Englifh Tongue,
and found that there really too
few of them, and that it was chiefv
Jy to be attributed to this Want,
that People labour fo much in vain,
and fo contrary to Nature.

Tis

I W
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**Tis tie, fome, whe only look
upon the Number of Books; will *
think there ar¢ Authots’ enoughy * -
'nay, too many Extant that haven
written of the Hermetick Art in the:
Englzjb Tongue but others who"
have aéquired fome Knowledge in
tfus Divine Science, aid who know -
to diftihguith geod" ‘Authors from
Sophlfters, ‘will: eafily allow, that’
thete Is kS 'réal Want of them ; for
there are buf feiw who wrote in’
tﬁe Englsz Tongue that may be*
deemed: as Mafters, or at leaft’ by
Whom a feeker of tlris myﬂzénous
Art may be inﬁ'ru&ed {o that, as”
t6 ‘thofe féplnfhcal Authors who -
have encreafed the Number' of fuch
Boof(s, and treated of an Art which
they’ did’ not know, notr under=’
ﬁood fo.much as any Part there~
of; . the more numerons théy are,”

°‘,', A4 the



viiin To the READER:

the more pernicious they prowve

to a Beginner who happens to read
them 3 for it is certain, that they .
may eaﬁly put him out of a nght“.
Path, but can never 1ead~h;m intq .
atrue Way. . - :
As for thofe that have bcen tran- -
flated out of other Tongues, they
are but of little- Ufe, when they
havebeen tranflated, rather to ferve
fome private View, than to be in-
ftrudive to thofe who Study this
Science ; ef] pecially when they have
been tranﬂated by Pecfons,- who,
had no Knowledge of the Terms
and Operations of Chyml,ﬁary 5 and

I do not Qleﬁlon, but it will be
affirmed by all thofe, who (under-
ftanding the German Tongue) have

- 1ead Bafil Valenting in his. own’
= Native Languape, that the Tran-
-~ flation of that Volume which con:’
taids’



To the READER,

sains his Will and Teftament, &ve.
differs widely from the OQriginal ;
nay, I believe I might eafily con-

%

vince the Lovers of this Art, that

the fame is a had Tranﬂat).cm of 3
bad Edition.

~ Concerning others, I will fay -v

nothing againft them, it not bes

ing my Intention, to fearch fon.

the Faults of other Tranflators,
But finding - from the aforefaid
Confiderations, that to get fome

good Authors, tranflated, would be

the moft likely Means to furnifb
the Lovers and Studiers of this Sci-
ence with a {ufficient Theory, and
to make them to defift from their
unnatural Operations : I refolved
to undertake the Work, and fixed
upon the following Treatifes to he
the firft, that fhould appear in an
FEnglifb ] Drefs,

The



X

T» the READER.

* The firft of thefe Treatifes was
written by a German Phdofopher,
under the Title of, THE Atsicf-I
ENT WAR oF THE KNIGHTS,
and’was not only at firft received,
as. coming from. a good Author,
and true Maﬁer, by all thofe who
had got any Knowledge in this
Sc1ence But the faxd Treatlfe did
likewife afterwards receive its San-
&wn by the fecond, bcmg a Com=

~mentary, which another learne

Plulofopher has made thereupon
in French 5 who alfo after his in
ftru&ive learned Commentary has
added fix Keys, which for their
Plainnefs and ingenious Exprcﬂxons
give way to none, and are of the
greateft Ufe imaginable to a Studxer
of this Art.

This the whole ‘being, an. excel-

-lcnt Work, there is no doubt, but

,

thofe



T the READER.
thofe who apply themfelves to get

Knowledge by reading good Au-

‘thors, will find infinite Benefit from
the perufal of it; and the faid
‘Treatifecalled, THE ANCIENT
“WAR OoF THE KNIGHTS,
'bemg wrote in the Garman Tongue,
T have been at the Pains and Ex-
:pcnces to get an Original thereof,
‘that fo the Lovers of this Science
might likewife have a Tranflation
of the fame, and thus be able to
draw. Water from the Spring it felf
and alfo, that by comparing it thh
the ﬁrft,‘ey might fee and re&i-
fy fuch Paffages as have fuffered by
a fecond Tranflation.

No Body will, I hope, objc&,
that the Style of this Work is not
accordmg to the pre('ent Politenefs,
if he is fo kind as to confider that
it is not intended for a Grammar,

X1

but



xu To the READER.

but to inftru@ People in the Her-
metick Science, which is for the
moft Part defcribed, in fuch difi- -
cult Terms, that the unhappy
Turn of one Word, may alter a
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre-
judice of a Tyro; and that it is
therefore better to keep to the Au-
thor’s Meaning in a lefs agreeable
Style, than to deviate from it, by
ufing politer Expreffions, -

*Tis likewife for the fame Rea-
fon, that where the German has a
Ward or Sentence which might
bear a double Meaning#gr Signifi-
cation, both of them have been gi-
ven, as for Inftance: Where the
War of the Knights, at the End
of this Book, tranflated from the
German Original, {ays by Num. 1.
pag. 10. And if you two fhould mix
your felves together, and wers kept

' mn



To the READER,  xiii
in the Fire—The Original fays in-
deed in the Fire, but becaufe the
Germans {peaking of Chymical O«
perations, and mentioning Fire, of-
ten meéan Digeftion, which is per-
formed by Fire; therefore has been
added, [¢r in Digeflion,] that fo the
Reader might have both Meanings,
and choofe of the two which he
fhould judge moft proper.

I could eafily have added my
Opinion upon feveral Paffages in
-this Work, as for Inftance, pags
41. where mention is made of the
Stars of Fenus and Dianay which
two Signsor Charafers. flut toge-
ther, produce that which fignifies
Mercury  for if the Chara&er of
horned Diana [¥], is placed upon
that of Venus [ ¢, it yields a Cha-
ra&er in this Form 2. But I o-
mit it, left I fhould be thought

pre-



Xiv To the READER.

prefumptuous in endeavouring to
explain, what I own I am not Ma-
fter of.
- Should “this my well-mtended
Labour meet with-Approbation :
I'll continue it with Pleafure ; and
in Cafe the prefent Work fhould
any ways be wanting in Exa&i-
~ tude,  I'll ufe all Endeavours to
make amends in the next, -



PREFACE;

COMMENTARY

Tranﬂated from the French.

ADVBRTISEMENT. B

mn, and withont. Allegoryy (wh;ch none of the.
Sage:



"&i Tk PREFACE.
' Snges zwll ever doy) it-would be httcr to res
n filent, than 1o fill- the World with new

rks;. which raber Jirve to clog the Spirit
[or Minds] of thofé who apply 1 elm ]
netrate into’ gbc Philofophick_ M Ghan

pnt thens' in the trie Way, wilth ud
_ the difired Endy to which they 4jjurc. Tts



The PREFACE., ‘xwii
febves to the Stwdy of this facred Scicvoe: This
is [0 trucs -thas moff of them dow't [0 much
«s make any Difficnlty of ouwming fincerely, thas
that. bas been their chief View, when they
comfd dxwﬂu@q’tlwm

The lintle Treatife wlucb bem the Tk,
The ANTIENT WAR OF THE KNIGHTS,
bas withent any Contradiction deferved the Ap-
probation of all the Sages [ar Wife Men) and
of thofes who have any Mkdge of the Her-
mierick_ szlafaply It is wristen by Way of a
Dialogue, in a very plain wnid vatwral Style,
which bears cvery Wq the marks of Truth ;
Yot norwithflanding its Plaimnefs, it is not went-
ing of Profundity, and to be folid in its Rea-
Joning, as alfo comvincing in its Proofs 5 in [uch
& mannery that there is not one Word, but whae
carries jts’ Sewtence, and on which there mglx

wot be made a loag Cam:nwj.

" This Work was compafed in tfx German
ﬁrg«c by atrwe Philofopher, whofé Name is
(3 wnknown.



sviii Tbe PREFACE. '
woknown. dz-sppeared in Print E.enpng;'
$n the Toar of or Lord 16oq. Eeber of
Montpeiller srwfated iz ineo Latin : dud &
awas from this Lavin [Bditias) rha ¢he French
Tanflation s sakgns 3Bisk uas Prissesd as
Paris by & Houry, and pwt @ the End of
[phe Boak called] she French: Tagrba, of the
Word lafi behind [verbum dipilfum) end-of .
Drebellius, which tagetber make ap-one Von
Yume. But whether Faber did nat well wi<
derfiand the Gesman Taxgue, or elfe did op
Prrgefe fallify the Oxiginal : So itis, vhat there
are.in shefe wo Tranflations corruped Paffages
ovhich axe fo wmanifaftly fallés tha they have
sccefiomeds thas many bave caumemed this Livle
Fork, althoygh it Jeemed qth&rzzzy“e,m be
wery much eficgmed, .

As Truab mdwnqlmdmﬂw
gether in one Subjed, and docanfs ¢t mas
eafy tojudge that thefe Tranflations were
oot dewe faithfully, a Philo/opber of <x-
draordinary Knogledge and Ment, dz{,

“for



Th PREFACE.  xix
fiir 26 fatisfy bis Curiofity in this Foint,
give bim[elf the Trouble, of Jeeking nup-
wards of ten Tears for to find the Ger-
man Original of this little Freatife, and.
baving at Taf fond it, cans’d is to be
exallly tranflated into Latin, - This new -
Tranflation istaken from that Copy, and
* done with okt pofible Fidelity. The Good~
wefs of the Original may be [een bere, by .
the truth which evidently appearsin divers
Places which bave been reflored [to its for-
mer Senfe,] which: were nat only alter’d,
but quite changed. One may judge of this
by the Paffage marked thirty-fonr, where
the fir Franflation fays, like the Latin
of Faber, Mercurium noftrum nemo af-
fequi poteft 5 nift ex mollibus o&o cor-
poribus neque ullum abfue altero pa~
rari poteft. *No‘Body can attainto our
Mercury, otherways than out of the
eight foft Bodies, nor can the one be
prepared without the otlter.  This Trea--
1ife meeded no other Thing, to be defpifed

. (37) .
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by thofe that bave a fuffcient Knowledge: .
of the beginning of the [Philofopbick}
Work, in order to diflinguifh what is trug, .
from that which is falfe : The learned,.-
bowever, did eafilyjudge, that fuch a capi-
tal Fault ‘as that could not come fram a.
true Philofopher, who otherways gives =
Juffciently to kuow that be bas perfedly
underftood the Magiflery : But there was
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to

~ difcover the Truth, and one. that was as
capable as the aforq[azd to make fo great
a fearch. for ta find the Orzgmal of this.
Work 5 without which it was impofiole to
re- eﬁablzﬂ) the true Senfz thereof. '

- The place juft now mentioned, was no¥
the only one, that wanted to be amended.
If one takes the Pains to compare this
new. Tranjlatzon with the former, there
will appear a very great Difference, and
many material CorreSions. - The paffage
shirty five is mat ome of the leafl, and

SN as
R

-
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& this Tranflation- bas been dome from -
the new [or laff] Latin Copy, without cver
looking upon that which was already print-,
ed in French, it bas been a pleafure tore-

mark in courje, all what was not conform .
to the fame,

Thé Wordsand entire Pbraﬁ:: that have
been added in fome places in the prefent,
to make it join more natural, or torender
the Senfe more perf’& are placed betwixs
two Crotches (), in order to difinguifh -
what s, and what is not in the Text, to
which the Author of this Tranflation bas
kept bimfelf extreamly clofe : By Reafon
that the leaft Addition, to a Matter of
this Nature, may make a confiderable Al
teration [or Change] and Occafion great
Errors,

- The Beauty and the Solidity of this Trea-
tie, did very well deferve the Pains
which have been taken to make a Commen-

oy
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tary therenpon, to make it more intelligi=
ble to the Children of the Arty [or Sci-
‘ence s | becaufe it is a Treatife that mouyp
fiand them iuftead of all others. And as
the Method of & Dialogne is the meft pro=
per for to explain, and for to make pal«
pable the [ublimeft Trutbs, it has been
made Ufs of bere, and that with the more
Reafom, in that the Autber, upon which

‘this Commentary bas been made, bas write

ten in the fame manner. The Dialogae
of Exdoxe and Pyrophile, which explains
that [ Dialegue] of the Stene, with Gold,
and with Mercury, unfolds the chicfef}

" Diffcalties by its Queffions, and by the

Aufwers which arc made thercto about the
woft material [or efential] Poiats of the
Hermetick Fhilfophy,

The Cyphers which are on the Margin
of thefe two - Dialogues, are to' remark
the places which are alikein the fir} Dia-
Iogue, 4nd the Jecond in which they are

explainedy

«“
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explained. There is to be [een in this
Work an entire Conformity of Sentiments
with the firf Maﬁzrs of this Fhilofophy,

s well as with the moft learxed that bave
written in the latter Ages ; fo that there
may bardly be found @ Treatie upor this
Matter, (bow great [ocier the Number
thereof may be,) which is clearer, am
more fincere thaxn the prafent,. end which
in Courfe could be more ufeful to fuch as
apply themfelves to Study this Science, and

~ who-otherweys baye all the Qualificationy
bath of the Mind, and of the Body, which
eur. Boilofopby requires of thofe who defire
te make fome Progrefs therein,

The Commentary, will doubtlefs, be als
lowed tobe fo much tbe better in that it if
wot diffufedly, a3 almofi all Commen.
tarios are: That it doss mot temch ug.
on any other. Placss ‘than shaofe whivh may
bemeedful to be explained : and that it does
In mo way deviate from the Subjed ; bat
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as thefe fort of Writings are not fit for
thofe who have mot yct gotten a Spark of
the [ecret Philofophy, the cleareft fighted
will eafily find, that it bas been thought
better to skip feveral Things, which per«
baps ‘ight bave deferved an Interpretas
tion, than to explain gewerally all what
might yet.caufe fome Difficulty to the yoamg
Begmm'n in this great Art, :

- As the frft of thefe Dialogues tells the
Vidory of the Stone, and the other ex-

plazm the Reafons, and fhews the Founda-
tion-of its Triumph : It feemed that this
Book could mot appear under a more pree
per Title, than that of the Hermetical
Triumph: Or, The Vi&orious Philofo-
phical Stone. Nothing remains to be faid,
except that the Author of the Tranfla-
tion (who is likwife the fame of the Com-
-mentary, and of the Letter which is at
the End of tbis Beok) bas bad no other In-
serch or View in this, but to manifeft .the
: Truch
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Truth to thofe who afpire to the Knowledge

of it, from fuch Motives as are proper to
the true Children of the Science : Ht alfo
declares, and protefts fincerely, that be
defires with all his Heart, that thofe who
are fo unfortunate as to lofe their time

in working with foreign or diffant Mat=
ters,may find themfzlves enlightned by read-
ing this Book, in order to know the true
and only Matter of the Philofophers 5 and
that thofe who know the fame already, but

| are ignorant of the great Point, viz, the
Solution of the Stone, and the Coagulati-

on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the
Body, which is the Tertn[or End] of the -
Uriverfal Medicine, may bere learn thofe
Jecret Operations, which are bere diffindly
enough defcribed for them.

Tbe Author bas not thought proper to
write in Latin, becaufe be could not be=
licve, like many others, that to treat of

| thefe bigh Myfferies in a vulgar Tongue,
ist0.reveal them : e has followed the
‘ (b) Exxample
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Example of [everal Philofophers, who were
refolved, that their Work [or Treatife)
Jhould bear the [ faid] Charaller of their
Country. His firft Defign bas likewife been
to be yfeful to bis Countrymen, not doubt-
ing, but that if this Treatife fhould appear
to the Difciples of Hermes .to have any
deferts, there would be found fuch as will
tranflate it into [uch a Language as they
pleaje,

THE



f
[
)

THE

General Explication
OF THE

EMBLEME,
Tranflated from the Freuch.

T ought not to be expected to find here
B a particular Explication, fuch as fhould
' undraw the Curtains which are fpread |
e over the philofophick Enigma, for to
<y P : ;i A
N4 fhew the Truth quite naked ; for if that
were [done], there would remain rothing more to
ke done but to burn all the Writings of the Philofo-

- phers: The Wifc would not have any more Advan-

tage over the Ignorant; the one and the other would
te equally skilled in this wonderful Art.

It ought therefore to be thought fufficient to fee
in this Figure, as in a Looking-Glafs, the Abridge-
ment of the whole fecret Philofophy, which is con-
tained in this little Book, in vhich all the Parts of

this Emblem are explained a5 clear as it is permitted

to be done, .
THOSE



v

_ THosk that are initiated in the Philofophick My-
fieries, wil eafily and prefently comprehend the Senfe
which is hid under this Figure. But thofe who have
not thefe Lights, muft here confider in general a mu-
tual Correfpondence betwixt the Heavens and the -
Earth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like
the fecret Ties of this Philofophical Union.
, ‘TuEY will feein the Praice of the Worck, two
parabolical Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing]
themfelves fecretly together, give Birth to the my-
fterious Triangular Stone;, which is the Foundation
of the Art. . . .
Tuey will feea fecret and natural Fire, of which
_ the Spirit penetrating the Stone, fublimes it in Va-
pours, who condenfe themfelves in the Veflel.
THEY will fee what Efficacy the fublimed Stone
receives of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father
and Mother, of whom it inherits prefently its firft
Crown of Perfection. :
~Tuey will fee in. the Continuation of the Pra-_
¢tice, [orin the Progrefs of the Work,] that the Art
gives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perfe-
&tion, by the Converfion of Elements;, and by the
Extraction and the Depuration of the Principles, by
which it becomes to be that myfterious Rod of Mer-
eury; which operates [or performs] fuch furprifing
Metamorphofings. :
THEY Wiﬂnﬁec that this ame Mercary, as a Phe-
nix, who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives by
the Magiftery to the laft Perfo@tion of the fixed Suf-
hur of the Philofophers, which gives it a foverei
ower aver the three Genders [or Reigns] of Na-
ture ; of which the three-fold Crown (upon which
is fet for this Purpofe the Hieroglyphick Figure of
the World) is the ‘moft material [or eflential] Cha-

radter,
THE
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SO SUNESOLNNN0S
ANcienTt WaRr
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KNIGHTS:
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A DiscouRrsk between the Srone
. of the Philofophers, and Gold, and Mer-
. ¢ury.  Concerning the true Marter from
whence thofe who are acquainted witlr
“the Secrets of Nature, may make the Phi-
lofophical Stone, according to the Rules of
« @ proper Pratlice, and by the help of Lx-
" gatick, Vaulcan.
‘Compofed Originally in. the Ger-
- man_Tongue ma very able Philofopher,
and newly tranflated from' the Latin intq-
"French., now from the Fremch renderd’
. Into Englifh. RS .

e d
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J HE Subjeét of this Dilcourfe is
- W4l a Difpute which Gold and Aer-
5 m cury had one Day with the Stone
&880l of the Philofophers. See here in
what manner a true Philofopher fpeaks, (who
’ B is

R
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is arrived at the Pofleffion of this great Se~
cret.)
I proteft unto you before God, jand up-
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with
a fincere Heart, touch’d with Compaffion
for thofe who have been a long while in
this great Search ; and (I give you notice;)
dll you who Efteem this wonderful Art, that
1. our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) from
" one only thing, and that in this thing the
_Work finds its Perfection, Without having
need of any other thing whatfoever, but to
2. be diffolved (*) and coagulated, which it
"~ muft d(f)' of it felf, without the Affiftance
of any foreign Thing.
W%en wegl;mt };gginto a Vellel placed on
the Fire, we fee that the Hear makes it di-
3. folve into Water ; (¥) we muft ufe the fame
way with our Stone, which only wants the
help of the Artift, the O%cmtion -of his
4~ Hands, and the A&ion of the (*) natural
Fire: For it will never be diffolved of it felf,
though it fhould remain for ever on the
‘Earth, ’tis for that reafon we muft affift it;
in fuch a manner, however, that we add no-
thing to it, which is foreign or contrary to
it
uft as God produces the Com in the
Ficlds, and that 1t afterwards belongs to us
te
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to reduce it into Meal, to knead it, and
make Bread of it : In like manner our Are
requires us to do the fame thing (*). God
has created us this Mineral; to the end, that
we fhould take it by it felf; that,we fhould
uncompound or diffolve the Compofition of
the grofs and thick Body ; that we fhould
feparate and take for our felves whatever
good it enclofes inwardly, that we reje&t
what it has of fuperfluous, and that out of
4 (mortal) Poifon, we learn to make a (So-
vereign) Medicine.

To give you a more perfe& underftand-
ing of this agreeable Difcourfe ; I will recite
to you the Difpute which arofe between
the Stone of the Philofophers, Gold, and
Mercury; fo that thofe who have a long
time apply’d themfelves to the fearch’ (of
our Art,) and who know how we ought
to deal with (*) Metals and Minerals,
may be thereby fufficiently informed how
to arrive direily at the End which they

3

5e

6

propofe to themfelves. °Tis neverthelefs .

neceffary, that we fhould apply our felves
to know, (¥) -exteriorly, and interiorly the
Effence and the Propertics of all things
which are on the Earth, and that we pene-
trate into the Profundity of the Operations,
vhick Nature is capable ot ~~ ~ * -

B2 The
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The RECITAL.

Gold and Mercury went one Day with an
armed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) fub-
due the Stone. Gold anitated with Fury,

- begun to fpeak thus :

How have you the Boldnefs to raife your
. felf above me, and my Brother Aerceery,
and to pretend a Preference before us; you
8. who are only a (*) Worm (fwollen) with
~ Poifon? Do you not know that I am the
moft precious, the moft durable, and the
“chief of all the Metals2 (know you not)
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do
alike make 4ll their Riches to confift in me,
and in my Brother Aercary, and that you
are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enem
“of Men, and of Metals ; fo that the (mo:
able) Phyficians ceafe not to publifh. and
extol the (fingular) Vertues which I poffefs
Py (*) togive (and preferve) Health to 3]l the
"World ¢ ' :

The STONE.

To thefe Words (full of Anger) the
Stone anfwer'd, ('without being moved, )
my dear Gold, why are you not rather

. angry
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angry with God, and why do you not ask
him, for what Reafons he has not created
in you what is found in me?

GOLD.
*Tis God himfelf who has given me the

5

Honour, the Reﬁutation, and the glittering -
C

Brightnefs, which renders me {o eftimable,
ig is for that Reafon thath am fo fearched
or by every one, One of m teft Per-
fe&ioyns i(sn"'}t’o be a Metal unzhglr;:eable in
the Fire, and out of the Fire: So all the
World loves me, and runs after me; but
you, you are on]y a (*) Fugitive, and a
Cheat, that abufes all Men: This is feen
in that, that you fly away and efcape out
of the Hands of th I{ who work with you.

The STONE,

*Tis true, my dear Gold, ’tis God who
has given you the Honour, the Durability.
and the Beauty, which makes you preci-
ous; “tis for that Reafon that you are
obliged to return (eternal) Thanks (to the
divine Bounty,) and not to defpife others
as you do; for Ican tell you, that you
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of
the Philofopbers make mention; (*) but
that Gold 1s hidden in my - Bofom. ’Tis

Bs true,

10,

Ir.
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true, Iown it, Iflow in the Fire, (and
I abide not there,) neverthelefs you v

well know, that God and Nature have gi-
ven me this Quality, and that ‘this muft
be fo; for as much as my Fluidity turns to
the. advantage of the Artift, who knows

.(*¥) the way how to extract it ; know, ne-.

verthelefs, that my Soul remains conftant in
me, and that fhe is more ftable, and more
fixt than you are, altogether Gold as you
are, and more than are all your Brothers,
and all your Companions are. - Neither Wa-
ter, nor Fire, be they what they will,
can deftroy her, nor confume her ; though-
they fhould aét upon her during as long a
time as the World fhall laft. ,
*Tis not then my Fault if I am fought for
by Artifts, who know not how they ought
to work with me, nor in what way Iought
to be prepar’d.  They often mix me with
fareign Things, which are (intirely) com-
trary to me. They add to me Water,
Pawders, and fuch other like things, which
deftroy my Nature, and the Properties
which are effential to me; fo that there is

Jhardly found one in a Hundred (*) who

Works with me. They all ap;ly them-
felves to fearch out the (Truth of the) Art
in you, and in your Brother A 5
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*tis for that Reafon that they all e, and
*tis therein that their Works are falfe. They
are themfelves a (good) Example of it ; for
‘tis unprofitably that they employ their-
Gold, and that they endeavour to deftroy it;
there remains nothing to them from all that,
but extreme Poverty, to which they fee
themfelves at laft reduc’d.

*Tis you, Gold, who art the firff caufe’
(of this ill Fortune;) you very well know,
that without me it is impoffible to make
amy Gold, or any Siver, which fhall be
perfe®, and that it is I alone who have
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there-
fore do you permit almoft all the whole
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope-.
ritions upon you, and upon AMercury ? If
you had yet any remainder of Honefty,
you'd hinder Men fiom abandoning them-
felves to amoft certain Lofs ; but as (inftead
thereof ) you do quite the contrary, Imay
with Truth maintain, that it is you only
who are a Cheat. ‘

GO L D.

Iwill convince you by the Authority
of the Philofophers, that the Truth of the
Art may be accomplithed with me. Read
Hermes, he fays thus : ¢ The Sun is its Fa~'

B4 « theg

7



8 The HERMETICAL

14 < ther, and the Moon (*) its Mothér ; now
I am the only one which they compare to-
the Sun.

Ariftotle, Avicenn, Pliny, Serapion, Hippos
crates, Didfcorides, W:g R%? Averyoes,
Gebér, Raymund Lakly, Albertns Magnses,
Armold ot Vills Nova, Thomas Agpinas,
and a great Number of other - Philofophers,,
whom 1 pafs by in Silence, that I may:rot
be long, do all write clearly and diftin&ily,
that the Metals and the (phyfical) Tinc-
ture, are hot made but of Swphur and of

15. Mercury, (*) that this Swlphar ou%l}t to be-

~ red, incumbuftible, ftédfaftly refifting the
Fire; and that the Aercury ought to be
clear, [or bright,] and well purify’d. In
this manner tl%ey {peak -without any referve;
they name me openly by my proper Name,
and {ay, that in Gold, (thatis to fay in me)
there is found the red digefted, fixe, and
incumbuftible Swlphsr 3 which is true, and
very evident ; for there is no Body who
docs not ‘know well, that Tam a Metal,
the moft durable (and unalterable) that I
am endowed with a perfot Swiphnr, and in-
tirely fixe, over which the Fire has no
power.

Mercury was of the fame Opinion with
Gold, Le approv'd of his Difcourfs, mnend-

- tai
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tained that all which his Brother faid was
true, and that the Work might be perfe@-
ed after the manner which the Philofaphers
herein above-cited have written, He added
dlfo, - that every one (fufhciently) knew
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip. there
was between Gold and him, preferably be-
fore all the other Metals; tEat there was
no Bedy who could not eafily judge there-
of by the Teftimony of his own Eyes,
that ‘the Goldfmiths, and other fuch like
Artificers knew very well, that when they
would gild any work, they could not do
without (a mixture of ) Gold and Adercary,
and that they make a Conjunétion of them
ina very fmall time, without difficulty, and
with very lictle Labour ; what ought not
o be hop’d for with more Time, more Lax
bour, and more Application

The STONE. .

At this Difcourfe, the Srone begun to
Laugh, and told them, in Truth you de«
ferve both the one and the other of yous
that they fhould jeer you, and your Demons<
fration ; but it 1s you Gold that I ftill the
more admire at, feemng that you are {o much
conceited of your felf, for having the ad-
vantage whicz you hayg to be good for

fome

16,
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fome certain Things. Can you be per-
fwaded that. the ancient Philofophers did write
as they have done, ina Senfe which fhould
be underftood in a common Way 2 And do
you believe that one ought plainly to inter-
pret their Words according to the Letter ¢

GOLD.

I am certain, that the Philofophers, and the
Artifts, whom I cited, have not written e
Lie. They are all of the fame Sentiment
concerning the Vertuz which I poffefs s
*Tis very true that there are found fome
who would fearch. in Things quite diftant,
for the Power and the Properties which
are in me. They have workt on certain
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines,
on Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this
Nature ; thofe' have without doubt ftray’d
from the true way, and have fometimes
written Falfhoods : But it is not {o of thofe
Mafters whom [ have named. We have
certain Proofs,. that they effeGually poffeft
this (great) Art; ’tis for that Reafon that
we ought to giye credit to their Writings.

The STONE.

I do not make any doubt at all of (thofe
Philefiphers) having had an intire Knoww

ledge
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ledge of the Art; excepting, neverthelefs,
fome of thofe whom you have alledged;
for there are among them, though a very
few, fome who knew it not, anc‘ﬁu

written what they have heard People fay
of it : But when they (the true Philgfophers)
phinly name Gold and -Mercury, as the

Principles of the Art, they only make

Ufe of thefe Terms thereby to hide the
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and from
thofe who are unworthy (of this Science;)
for they very well know that fuch (vul-
ﬁ:r) Wits mind only the Names of things,
the Receipts, and the Procefles which they
find written, without examining whether
there be any (folid) Foundation in what
thgy put into Pra@ice. But the wife Men,
and thofe who read (good Books) with
Application and ExaCinefs, confider all
Things with Prudence, examine how con-
fonant and how agreeing one Thing |is
with another ; and by thefe means they
penetrate into the Foundation (of the Art,)
fo thar by Reafoning, and by Meditation,
they difcover (at length) what the marter
of the Philofophers is, among whom there
is not any one to be found who would fhow
it, or make it known openly, and by its
proper Name.

‘They

ve only-

11
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They declare themfelves plinly about e,
when they tell ye, that they never reveal
le}fs (of the Secret) ofdtheir hAn:, than when
they fpeak openly, and in'the common wa
. (o?’ deiipevaeryl:)) %ut (they affirm) on th}c'
* " gmcontrary. (*)s - that when they ufe: Simili-

" tudes, Figures, and Parables, it is in_Truth
 in thofe p?aucre.: (of their Writings) that the
difclofe their Art; for (the I’hgt';%phm) af-
ter having difeours’d of Gold and Mercwry,
fail not of declaring afterward and affuring
us, that their Gold 15 not the common Sol
(or Gold) and that their Mercury is not the
common Mercury 5 fee here the Reafon.

“x %  Gold is a perfe® Metal, which by Rea-

« Jon of its Perfetion (which Nature has gi»
« ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to
» a more perfe@ Degree ; {o that in what way
~ foever one may work with Gold, whatever
~ Artifice one makes ufe of ; though one
'« fhould Extra& its Colour (and its Tin=
s Gure) a hundred Times, the Artift will
~ never make more Gold, and fhall never tinge
= a greater Quantity of Metal, than there was
of Colour and Tin&ure in the Gold (from
whence it fhall have been Extracted ;) for
this Reafon it is that the Philofophers ﬁy.

- x g8.that we ought to feck Perfetion (*) m
the impeifect Things, and that we fhall find

it
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it there.  You may read in the Rofary
what T have told you here. Raymund, Lully,
whom jyou have cited to me, is of the fame
Sentiment, (he affures) that, that which
ought to be made better, ought not to be
perfects becaufe in what is perfe&,  there is
nothifig to be changed; and one fhall fooner
deftroy its Nature, (than add any Thing te
its Perfection). :

GOLD.
I am not ignorant, that the Philofophers
fpeak after this manner; yet this may be

13

X %

apply’d to my Brother AMercury, who is &
as yer imperfect ; but if one jo?n both of

us together, he then receives from me the
Perfection (which he wants :) For he is of
the Feminine Sex, and I am of the Mafculine
Sex ; which makes the Philofophers fay, that
the Arr is one quite homogeneal Thing. You
fee an Example hereof in (the Procreation
of) Men, for there can no Child be Born
without (the Copulation of ) Male and Fe-
male ; that is to fay, without the Conjun-
¢ion of the one with the other. We have
the like Example thereof in Animals, and
in all living Beings.,

The

.



14

19.

The HErRMETICAL

The STONE:

"Tis true, your Brother Mercury is inis
perfe& (*), and by confequence he is not
the Mercury of the wife, So though you
thould be join’d togethet; and one fhould
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courfe

~ of many Yearsy to endeavour to unite you

ﬁerfe&ly to one another, there will always
appen (the fame Thing, namely,) that as
foon as the Mercury feels the A&ion of
Fire, it fcparates it“%f from you, it is fub-
limed, it flies away, and leives you aloné
below.  That if one diffolve you in Agma-
fortis, if one reduce you into one only

. (Mafs), if one melt you, if one diftil you,

if one coagulate you, you will never pro-
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red
Precipitate : That if one makea Projetiont
of this Powder on an impt Meral, it
tinges it not ; but cne finds as much Gold as
one put therein at the beginning, and your
Brother Adercury quits you and flies away.

See here, thefe arc the Experiments, which
thofe who apply themfelves to the Searcli
-of Chywifiry have made- to their great Da-
mage, during a long Train of Years : See
alfo (where there endeth) all the Knowledge
which they have acquired by their Works.

: By
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But becaufe there is a Saying of the' Anci-
ents, whereof you would make ufe to your

Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire).

homogeneal Thing ; that no Child can be

15

Born witkout Male and Female ; and that

you imagine to your felf; that the Philofo-

phers do thereby intend to fpeak of you and

your Brother Afercary ; I ought to tell you .. .

(phinly) that this 1s falfe, and that 1t is
underftood much amifs concerning you,
though in the fame Places the Philofopbers
fpeak fincerely, and tell the Truth. I make
it known to you, that here (*) lies the cor-
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid,
and at which many Thoufands of Men have
ftumbled. :
Can you well imagine to yeur felf;
that it fhould be the fame (*) with Me-
tals, as with Things which have Life.
There happens to you in this, that which
happens to all falfe Artifts : For when you
reaJJ (fuch like Paffages) in the Philofophers,

20«

ar.,

you apply not your felves any more to exa- -

mine them, to endeavour to difcover whe-
ther (fuch Expreflions) fquare and agree to-
ther, or no, with what has been faid be-
fore, or what is f3id afterward :  Yet (you
ought to know) that ail which the Philofe-
 phers have writwen in figurative Terms about

the-
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the Work, ought to be underftood of me
only, and of no other Thing which is in
the World ; becaufe there is only me who
‘can perform that which they fay, and that

22.'(*) without me it is impoffible to make
any true Gold, or any truc Sifver.

G O L D.

Good God ! have you no Shame of
telling fo great a Lie? And do you not
think you commit a Sin, in boafting your
felf to fuch a Height, as to dare to attri~
bute to your felf alone, all which fo many
wife and knowing Men have written of

» ~ this Art, for fo many Ages; you who are
=~ - only a thick, impure, and poifonous Mat-
>z ter : And you acknowledge, notwithftand-

~-ing this, that this Art isall one (perfetly)
~Homogeneal Thing ¢ You fay further,
that without you, one can make no true
Goldy nor true Silver, as being an uni-

23. verfal Thing (*). (Is there not a mani-

feft Contradi&ion there 2) Tor as much

-as many knowing Perfons have applied them-
Helves with fo much Care and Exaltnefs to
thofe (curious) Secarches, which thev have

‘made, that they have found out other ways

."(wiz. Procefles) which they call P_g_r‘ti‘c?lars,
: rom
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tulars, from which, neverthelefs; one may
draw great Gain: .

The STONE

My dear Gold, be not furprifed at what
Iam ‘going to tell youy and be not fo im-

dent as to impute a Lie to me; to me,
who am (*) older than you: If fo be I 24+
were indeed miftaken in this Point, you'd
have Reafon to excufe my (i;m) Age ;
fince you are hot Ignorant that old Age’
{houldy be refpeted. '

But to convince you that I have fpoken
Truth ; in order to defend my Honour, I
will rely on no other but (the Authority)
of the fame Mafters whom you have quo-
ted, and whom for that Reafon you %ave
no Right to refufe. (For Inftance,) Her-
mei in particular fays thus ¢ It is true with- -
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that
which is below, is like unto that which is
sbove ; and that which is above, is like un-
to that which is below ; (¥) °tis by thefe 2.
Things that one may make the Miracles of
one only Thing.

- Avriftorle fays : O how admirable is this .
Thing, which contains in it felf all Thi
which we have need of. It kills it fclllg:
and afterwards it reaflumes a Life of it felf;
o C ™) ie

-

-
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x 26. (¥) it efpoufes it felf 5 it impregnates it .
felf; it is born of it felf; it diffolves it felf
in its own Blood; it coagulates it felf again
with it, and takes a hard Confiftence; it
makes it felf White, and it rubifies’it felf;, of
.it felf ; we add nothing more to ity and
we change nothing in ity except that we .,
feparate tie Groffnefs and the Terreftreity.

Plate fpeaks of me in this manner: It
is one only fingle Thing; of one and the

27. fame Species.in 1t felf 5 (*) it has a Body,

a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements,

-over which it has Dominion. It wants no-.

thing ; it has no need of other Bodies;

Aor it ingenders it £lf'; all Things are from

it, by 1t, in it. :

T could here bring you many other Tefti-
moniesy but it being unneceflary, I pafs, .
them over in Silence, that I may not be,
tedious. However, fince you happen to;
« ~« fpeak to me of (Proceffes, or) Particularsys.

I'll explain to you in” what they differ .
82. (from the Art) (*), fome Artifts who have -
wrought with me, have carried on their -
Works fo far, that they fucceeded {0 far as -
to feparate from me my Spirit, which con- .
tains my Tincture ; {o that mixing it with o~ .
ther Metalsand Mineralsthey arriv’d thus far, .
that they communicated a fmall part of my .

_ ' Vertues,
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Vertues, and of my Power to fuch Metals
& have fome Afhinity and Friendfhip with
me. Yet thefe Artifts who have fucceeded
in this way, and who have indeed found
one Part (of the Art,) are really but a ve-
1y fmall Number : But as they knew not
W{¥) the Original whence the Tinctures29.
tome; it was impoffible for them to c
oo their Works beyond that ; and at the
talling up of their Accounts, they have
und rio vaft Profit in their Proceeding.
But if thefe Arifts had carried on their
Searches further, and that they had well
examined  which is the (*) Wife who is 30.
proper for me ; and that they had foughe
for her, and united me with her; I then -
tould have ting’d a thoufand Times (more ;)
whut (inftead of that) they entirely deftroy-
#ed my own Nature, by mixing me with
aforeign Things ; ’tis truly for that Caufe,

X he making up of their Accounts, -
« tiiey have found fome Gain; however, but
X t, in comparifon of the great Pow-

< & which is in me ; ’tis apparent, never-
v thelefs, that (this Gain) dxc})3 not proceed,
« nor had its Original, but from me, and not
« from any other Thing whatfoever, (where-
~ with I might be mixed.) ,

C: GOLD.
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3.

" GOLD.

fuid %o fufficient Proofss
slofophers {peak of oné on-

enclofes in it felf the four

»

.

Elements : and which Thm%] has a Body;.,

a Soul, and Spirit ; and that
they would give us to underftand the (Phy-
fical) TinGure ; & fuch time when the
fame has been carried on to its highelt"(Per~
fe@ion) which is the Point they aim at;
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be
compofed of me, who am the Gold, and
of my Brother who is the Aercury, as be-
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the
Female Seed ; as has been faid béfore: For
after we have been fufficiently cook’d, and
tranfmuted jnto a TinQure, we are then
both the one and the other (together) the
one only Thing which the Philofophers
fpeakof.
The STONE.

That goes not as you fancy; I have
already told you before, that no true Uni-
on can be made of you two; for you are
not ‘one only Body, (*) but two Bodies
together ; and confequently you are contra-

ry, confidering the Foundation of Nature :
' T buc

y this Thing ,

»
x
~
A3

»
~

o
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beut as for me, I have an (*) imperfe& 32.
»Body, a ftedfaft Soul, a penemiating Tin-
* l&irg: I have, befides this, a clear, tranfpa-
k& 1848, volatile, and moveable Mercury: And
» I can operate all thofe (great) Tﬁfﬁgs, which
xzou boaft of with you both, and which
» however you are’ not able to perform : For
-’tis Iwho carry the Philogo{:h_m_ical Geoldy and
v the Merewry of the wile [Men] in my Bo-
vfom ; wherefore the Philoféphers (fpeaki
< of me) fay, our Stone (*) is Invifible, an 3
“it is not poffible to attain to the Pofleflion
of our Aercyry, any otherway than by
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one 34
annot receive without the other the (re-
quifite) PerfeGion.
*Tis for this Reafon that there is no other
but only my felf, who poflefles a Male and
2 Female ieed, and who is (at the fame
time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al-
foam 1 call’dgan HermZpbraditT.ogeRicbardx:
Aylicus witnefles of me, faying, the firft
Matter of our Stone is call’d Rebss (twice . . .
1 Thing) that is to fay, a Thing which
has received from Nature a double occule
Property, which is the Reafon that the
Name of Hermaphrodice is given to it, asif
one would fay, a Matter, whereof it is dif-
fiule 10 be able to diftinguith the Sex (and
C3 to
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~ to difcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fex
‘male, it inclining equally to both Sides :

35

The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore made
of a Thing which is (*) the Watere

the Spirit,of the Body.

This has given Occafion to the faying,

" that this Medicine has deceived a great
" Number of Fools, by Reafon of the Mul-

36.

titude of e£nigma’s (under which it is hid ;)
neverthelefs this Art requires but one only «
Thing, whichis known by every one, and
which many do wifh for; and the whole
isa Thing, which has not its equal in the”
World ; (¥) it is however cheap, and to
be had at a fmall Expence: It ought not
to be defpifed for that; for it makes and
perfets wonderful Things, "
Alanns the Philofopher fays, you that work

-in this Art, ought to haveafirmand con-

ftant Application of Mind to your Work,
and not go about to try fometimes one
Thing, fometimes another. The Art con-
fifts not in a Plurality of Species; but in
the Body, and in the Spirit. Oh! how
true it is, that the Medicine of our Stone
is one Thing; one Veflel, one Conjun&i-

~ on. All the Artifice begin$"by one Thing,

and ends by one Thing, altho’ thePhilofo-
phers, with a Defign to conceal this (great
i o A
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Art) defcribe feveral ways, viz. a continual

Conjun&tion, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a .

Deficcation, and as many other (Ways and-

Operations) more, as may be jnamed by diffe-

» rent Names : But (*) the Diffolution of the 37»
Body is not made, but in its own Blood.

Geber fays thus : There is a Sulphwur in
the Profundity of Mercury, which cooks it,
and which digefts it in the Vein of the

. Mines, during a very long time. Thus you
{fee my dear Gold, that I have fully de-
monftrated to you, that this Suphsur 1s on-

~ly in me; becaufe I do all my felf alone,
without your help, and without that of all
your Brothers, and of all your Compani-
ons. . I have no Need of you ; but you all
have Need of me, for as much as I can
give Perfetionto you all, and raife you all
above the State, which Nature has plac’d
you in. "

At thefe kft Words, the Gold grew fu-
rioufly enrag’d, not knowing what to an-.
fwer any further ; he confulted (however)
with his Brother Aercary, and they agreed
‘together, that they would affift one ano-
ther, Choping) that they being two againft
our Stone, which is but one and alone,
they siight eafily overcome it ; fo that af-
teér not having been able to conquer it by

- C4 dils
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difputing, they took a Refolution to pue
it to Death by the Sword. In this defign
they join'd their Forces, to make them the
ftronger by uniting their double Power.
Battle was given: Our Stone difplay’d
its Force and its Valour ; fought them both

. (¥) overcame them, deftroy’d them, an

fwallowed up both the one and the other ;
in a manner that there remained no fign,
whereby one might know what was become
of them. ‘

Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear
of God before your Eyes, what I tell you
ought to make you know the Truth, and
illuminate your Minds as much as is necef=
fary to underftand the Foundation of the

reateft and the moft precious of all Trea=-
ures, which no Philofopher has fo clearly
explained, difcovered, or brought to Light.

You have then no need of any Thing
elfe. This only remains, that you pray to
God, that he would make you arrive at
the Pofleflion of a Jewel, wﬁich is of an
ineftimeble Value. Next to this, fharpen
your Mind, read the Writings of the Wife
with Prudence ; work with Diligence (and

. ExaGnefs,) a¢t not rafhly in fo precious a

39

. Work. (¥) It’s time is ordained by Na-
ture ; in the like manner as the Fruits which
- are
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be u
right of Heart, and propofe to your felf
(in your Work) an honeft End; other~
wife God will grant you nothing ; (¥)
for he doth not communicate (fo grear) a 4%
Gift, except to thofe who will make a good

ufe of it ; and he depriveth them thereof,
who defign to make ufe of it to commit
Evil. I pray to God that he may give
you his (holy) Blefling. . Amen,

A DIS.



BETWEEN

Eudoxus and Pyrophilus,

UPON THE
ANcienT WAR
" OF THE |

KNIGHTS

PYROPHILUS.

O ST happy Moment, that

brings me fo luckily to meet

you here! I have for a long

time moft earneftly wifh’d for

an opportunity of entertaini
you with the Pro%rpgfs I htZye made in Phnog-
‘ S ki
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lofopby, by reading thofe Authors, you ad-
! vﬁfex? ;nc'yto readr:gto inftru@ me fur}:damen-
| tally in that Divine Science, which by way
of Excellency is call'd Philofoplyy, ~ *  ~

EDDOXTVS.
The feeing you thus again, gives me na

lefs Joy, and that will ftill be increafed by
Learning the Advantages you have gained

by your Application to the Study of ouy
v Scince, o
PTRORHILUS

I fhall be indebted to you, not only for
all that I now Rnow of it, but likewife for
what I fhall hope to penetrate in the So-
phick. Myfteries, if you will pleafe to con-
tinue to' lend me the Affiftance of your
Knowledge. It was you that infpired me
with all the needful Courage, to undertake
a Study, whofe firft Difficulties appeared
impenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually
to blunt the Points of Wits, that are moft
acute in the fearch of hidden Truth : Bue
thanks to your good Counfel, T find my
felf but the more animated to purfue my

+ Enterprize, ‘
- E T,
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EUDOXTUS

Tam pleafed, that I have not been mif-
taken in the Judgment of the Charater of
your mind, you have it of the temper it
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know-
! that furmounts the Capacity of an
ordinary Genius, and not to foften under
fo many Difficulties as renders the SanGu~
ary of our Philofiphy almoft unacceflible.
I very much applaudthat Force with which
I know you have combated the ufual Dif=
courfes of certain Wits, who think them-
felves concerned in honour to treat as WWhins~
Sy and Chimera, whatever they do mot un-
chﬂ:and, becaufe they are unwilling it fhould
be faid, that others can difcover Truths of
which they have no Knowledge,

PYROPHILUS.

I never thought there was much Attenti.
on due to the Reafoning of fuch as will de-
cide in Things they underftand not 5 but I
confefs to you, that had any thing been able
to turn me from a Science, for which I
have ever had a ftrong natural Inclination,
it would have been that fort of Shame that
Eorance hath faftned upon Inquirers into

his Philofiphy : It is really troublefome t;:
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be obliged to hide ones Application to it ;
as one mulft either do, or pafs in the Opi-
nion of the World, for a Man that bufies
himfelf in vain Chimera's; but as Truth
where-ever it is, hath ineftimable Charms for
me, nothing has had the Power to divert
me from this Study. I have read the Wri-
- tings of a great many Philofophers, no lefs
confiderable for their Learning, than for
their Probity ; and as it could never enter
into my Thoughts, that fo’great Perfonages
werefo many publick Impoftors, I would
needs examine their Principles with ferious
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths
they advance, altho’ I pretend mot to com-
prehend them alk.

EUDOXYS

You oblige me much by the Juftice
you render to the Mafters of our Art; but
pray tell me, what Philofophers you have par-
ticularly read, and which are thofe that have
‘given you mofk Satisfation? I contented
my felf with recommending to you only
fome few.

PYTROPHILUS. _.
To reply to your demand, I fheuld
make a long Catalogue, for I have read the
Phijle-

29
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rounded'; Some cxﬁféﬁ only certain Qua-
ities of the Matter, others ftick upon quite

different Properties; fome confider it in 4

State purely natural; others fpeak of it in a
State of fome of the PerfeGions it receives
from Art: And all this together flings one
into fuch a Labyrinth of Difhculties; that
1t is no wonder that moft of thofe who
read the Philofiphers, do form quite diffe-

fent Conclufions. , G
T did not conteit my felf to rcad the
chief Authors you direCted me to barely
once
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once over ; T read them qver again and a-
gain, even as often as I thought I could
draw new Inftrutions from them, either as
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre-
parations, whereon depends the whole Suc-
cefs of the Work. I have made Extra&s

31

xfrom all the beft Books. I have meditated

sthereon Day and Night, until T thought I
»knew the” Matrer,-and its different Prepara-

, which Property is but one and the
:ﬁ?ﬁ&?gﬂf Operation. But I avow to
_you, that after fuch folid Pains, I took a

fingular Pleafure to read the Antient Quar-
tel of the Philofiphers Stone with Gold and
Mercury ; the Neatnefs, the Simplicity, and
the Solidity of this Tra& have charmed
me; and as it is a ftanding Truth, that he
who underftands one true Philofopher ﬁera
feQly, does moft certainly underftand them
all ; permit me, if you pleafe, to ask you
fome Queftions concerning this, and have
the Goodnefs to anfwer me with the fame
Singgrity that you have always ufed towards
me. T afflure my felf; that after that, I fhall
be as much inftru®ed as it is neceflary to
be to put my Hand to the Work, and hap-

¢

AL

pily to arrive at the Pofleflion of the greateft

of all thofe temporal Bleflings, wherewith
it pleafes God to honour thofe who Labour
w his Love and Fea. E T-
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w o

LA ECDOXUSQ
! . R —oro-san .

- » _Yam ready to fatisfy your Demands; atid
fhall be very glad to hear you touch the ef-
-y fential Point, whil{t Iam in the Refolution to
conceal nothing from you of what may ferve
for the InftruGion you may think you
want : But [ believe it will be proper that
I firft make you fome Remarks, that will
very much contribute to clear fome impor«
tant Paflages of the Tra& you have men«
tioned. ) ] o .

Remark then, that the term Stome is ta<

. ken in many different Acceptations, and in _

: particular with regard to the three different 3
Stations of the Work ; whiclt makes Gebar

. “fay, That there are three Stones, which are >
the three Medicines anfwering to the three
- -Degrees of Perfetion of the Work ; fo
. that the Stone of the firlt Order, is the
Matter of the Philofophers perféQly purifiedy
and reduced into a pure mercurial Subftance ;
the Stone of the fecond Order, is the fame
Matter decoted, digefted, and_fixed-into -
an incombutftible Sulphur ; the Stone of the
third Order, is the very fame Matter fet«
mented, multiplied, and puthed to the laft
Perfection of Tincure fixt, permanent, and
o tinging ;

b
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Hinging ¢ And thefe three Stones are the )se. X~
thr%e edicines of the three Kinds.- i_- .~
Remark furthers that there 15 a great
Difference between the Stone of the Philo- ~ .
Jophers, ind the Philofophick_Stone. The
firft is the Subje@ of Philafophy, -confidered 7{ ¢ § Fos
in the State of its firft Preparation, in which , 25 7,
it is truly a Stone, fince it is folid, hard,
heavy, brittle, frangible; itis 4 Body (fays
Philalethes) becanfe it fimvs in Fire like a Me-
tal ; and yet it is a Spirit, for it is wholh
Volatile. It is the Compownd and the Stone tha
contdins the Humiditys that runs in the Fire
. (fays Armoldns in his Letter to the King of
. INaples) it is in this State that it is 4 middle
VY Subflance ‘%vecn a Metal and Mercury (as
= the ABbot Sinefms eiprefles it) it is in fine
in this State; that Gcbper confiders it; where
he fays in two Places of his Summa; Take
our Stone, that is to [ay, (faith he,) the Mar- -
ter of onr Stone; juft as if he had faid, take
the Philofepher’s Stone, which i the Matter
* of the Philofophick_Stone. ' o
The Philofiphick_ Stone, is therefore the 7, 74
fame Stone off the Philofophers ; when by ‘
the fecrer Magiftery it is exalted to the Per<ppdrc/k .
fection of the third Order, tranfmuting all
" mnperfe@ Metals into pure Gold or :Siker,
aceording to the Nature -of the Ferment
' D adjoined
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- adjoined toit. Thefe Diftintions will do .
you confiderable Service, to unfold the dif- ‘
ficult Senfe of the Philofophical Writings,
and to clear up divers Paffages of this very |
Author, upon which you intend to dif-
courfe me. , ‘
PTYROPHILUS.

I already difcern the Utility of thefe Re-
mnarks, and find in them the Explication of
fome of my Doubts 3 but before we
any further, pray tell me whether the' Author

- of this little Tra®, which I fpeak of; de-

+ ferves the Approbation that many learned

- Men-do give it, and whether it contains the.
whole Secret of the Work ¢

EUDOXUVS.

Youneed not doubt, but that this Treatife
isdone by the Hand of atrue Adept, and con-
. fe?uently merits the Efteem and Approbation
of Philofophers. The principal Defign of this
Author, _is to undeceive an almoft infinite
Number of Artifts, whoe deceived by the lite-
ral Senfe of our Writings, obftinately perfift,
that the Magiftery is to be effeGted E;r the
Conjunction of Gold with Merewry varioufly
rrcpared; and to convince them abfolutely,
he maintains with the beft and moft Anti-
X, ent Philofophers, (*) that the IFerk_is ot

I "
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#iade byt of ome only Thing, of one only and
the fame Species. .
PYROPHILUS.

That,is the very firft of the Pldces that
-raifed me fome Scruples; for methinks one
nay reafonably doubt; that Perfe@ion ought
to be fought in one only felf fame Subftance,
and that without 2dding any Thing to it,
one can be able to make all Things of it
The Philofephers on the contrar ay, that
not only we muft remove the ?upﬁljﬂuitics
from the Master, butwhat is wanting muft
likewife be added to it :

EVUDOXUTS.

It is eafy to ddiver you from that Doubf
by this camparifon ; in the fame manger as
Juices extratted from divers Herbs; depu-
rated from their Feces, and incorporated to-
pether; make but one Confe@ion of one op-

and {elf fame Species ; fo the Philofophers;
with Reafon, call their prepared Matter, one
only and felf fame Thing; although we are
not ignorant that it is a natural Compound
of certain Subftances from one fame Rooty
tnd of on¢ fame Kind, making together one
whole compleat Homogencity 3 in this Senfe
the Philofophers do all agree, though fome

D. fayy

35
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= fay, their Matter is compoun

~. Things, and others of three ;

« write; that it confifts of four, a|

- five ; and others again, thatit| | e

- only Thing : They are all equa.y in the
right, becaufe divers Things of one and the
fame Kind naturally and intimately united,
even as feveral Waters diftilled from Herbs,
and mingled together; do indéed conftitute
but one only felf-fame Thing; and this is
done in our Art, and fo mu'li more fund-
mentally, as the Subftances that make up
the philefophical Compound, differ 16 &
mong themfelves, than forrel Water differs
from lettice Water.

xr PYROPHILUS
1 bave nothing to reply to what you
" have faid, I .commpgrehendept}?;Senfé of ityve-‘
" ry well; but there remains with me a Doubt
*" upon this Occafion, that I know feveral
Perfons well verfed in the reading of the
eft Philofcpbers, and who yet follow a Me-
- thod quite contrary to the firft Foundation
# ¥ X thatour Author lays 5 that is to fay, thx
“wt o (%) the philofiphical MMater. hath. no_netd
" of any Thing whatfocver, other than to be
diffolved and coagulared. For thefe Perfons
begin the work by Coagulation 5 they muft
‘ ' - ' therce

- €
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re work upon a liquid Matter, ine
of a Stome ; pray inform me, whether *

is Method be that of Truth? e
1

-

| EUDOXUS

Your Remark is very judicious, the great-
eft parc of true Philofophers are of the fame
Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has
no need but to be diffolved, and then coa-
gulasted ; Mixtion, Conjunéion, Fixation,

tion, and other like Operations, are
made almoft of themfelves ; but Solutionis ~ + ~ J
the great Secret of the Art. It is this e~
fential Point that the Philofophers do not re-
kveal. All the Operations of the firft Work, . , ..
xor of the firlt Medicine, is nothing (to «
*i'joeaf properly) but a_continual Solution 5 «
o that Calcination, Extra&tion, Sublimati- + -
~on, Diftillation, is but a true. Solution of -
“tha Master  (Fehor ranaht nat tha Neraffi_

X % x

o/ ‘/{-
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{quares exa@ly with the beft Authors
EvDOXUS. !

j
’

PYROPHILUS.
I am now well fortified againft thofe prey
tended Philofophers, who are of a contr

Sentiment to this Author ; and I know not,
how they can imagine that their Oé)inion
1

This very Author alone fuffices to let -
them fee their Error, he explains himfelf -
by avery right fimile of Xce, which melts-

with the leaft Heat; to let us know, (*)
That the principal Operarion is to procure the
Solwtion of a Adatter hard and dg, -Soming near

to the Nature of 4 Stone ; which; neverthe- -
kfs, by the A&ion of the natural Fire,
ought to be rcfolved into a dry Water, as -

eafily as Ice is mclted by the leaft Heat,

PYROPHILUS.

I {hould be extrcamly obliged o you, if

ou would be {o kind to in?orm me, what
itis you call (*) the naimral Fire. T very
well know it is the principal Key of the
Art, many Philofophers have exprefled the
Mature of it by very obfcure Parables ; but
I do confefs to you, that I have not-as yet
been able to comprchend this Myftery.

E T
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EUDOXYDS.
Tt is indeed the Mfyﬁery of the
Art, all other Myferies of this fublime
Philofophy depending on the Knowledge of
this. How fatisfied fhould I be, might I
nakedly exphin this Secret to you;‘iut I
cannot do that, which no Philofépher be-
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea-
. fonably expect of meis to tell you, that the
-~ natural Fire whereof this Philefopher fpeaks, x x ~
« 152 potential Fire, that burns not the Hands, « .
-+ but makes its Efficacy appear, being a little -
< excited by the exterior Fire. It 1stheres ..
- fore a Fire tm;]y Secret, that this Author in
vthe Title of his Work calls Luwar Pidcan.
Artephiss has made 2 more ample Defcripti~
on of it, than any other Philofopher. Pon-
tams has copied him, and tells us, that he
erred two Hundred times, becaufe he knew
not this Fire, ’till he had read and under-
ftood Areephins 5 this myfterious Fire is na-
aural, becaufe it is of one fame Natire with
the philofophick Matter ; but, neverthelefs, -
the Artift prepares them both. '

PYROPHILUS.
What you have told me, rather excites,
han fatisfics my Curiofity. Blame not the
| - D4 carneft
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» » earneflt Requeft T make you, to inftru@ me-
more-clearly, in a Point of fuch Impors.
tance, that without the Knowledge of i,
it were in vain to pretend to the Work ;
for without it, one meets a full Stop, after
the firft Step made in the praick Part of
the Work, C

EVUDOXTS

- The wife Men have been no lefs referved
«concerning their Fire, than concerning their
‘Matter ; fo that it is not in my Power to
.add any Thing to what I have faid of it

I remit you therefore to Areephius and Pon-
tamus.  Confider only with Application,

that this natural Fire 1s an artificial Inven-

~ « tion of the Artift, that it is proper to cak
« cine, diflolve, and fublime the Stome of the

« Philgfophers 5 and that there is but this one
fort of Fire in the World able to produce

the like Effe@. Confider that this Fire is

. - ~ of the Nature of Lime or Calx, and that it
is in no fort a Stranger, with regard to the
Subject of Philofophy. Confider, in fine,

alfo by what means Geber teaches to make

the Sublimatidns requifite to this Art ; for

my part I can do no more, but make for

you the fame wifh that another Philoﬁpgn
T made,
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: ,
'~ mde, That the Stars of Veaus and horned « « ~. !

4~ Diana may be propitionsto you“r: & <,
PrROPHILUS.
I fhould have been glad you had fpokea

-more intelligibly, but fince there are certain
Bounds, beyond which the Philoféphers can-
not pafs ; I content my felf with what you
have made me Remark ; Iwﬂlagainmd )
over drtephins with more Application, than A"
I have yet done, and I fhall not forget what '
you have told me, that the fecret Fire of the
wife Men, is a Fire that the Artift prepares - -
according to Art, or at leaft, that he caufe -
to be prepared by thofe that have a perfe®
Knowledge of Chymiftry ; that this Fireis -
not aGually hot, but thar it is a fiery Spi- -
rit, introduced into a Subje&t of one felf» -+ -
fame Nature with the Stome, and which be.. -
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire, -
calcines, diffolves, fublimes the Stome, and -~
refolyes it intg a dry Water, as Cofmopolite has
exprefledit. = ~ . :

EUDOXUS.
You .perfectly comprehend what I have
been telling you; I find fo by the Com>
“mentary you add to it. You muft know,
that from this firft Solution, Calcination, or
. ‘ ' Sublima-
X Sy Laustary, ,/zzfc.
300, fmmidis, Frre Sgou o gedr
WP/ /{fll 2 ,7/11:;/‘7'}(2;' Y7 fﬁ?"
vicd 12’$F . e P ot § S
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Sublimation, which are here one and the

« %' fame Thing, there refults the Separation of >
' the terreftial and aduftible Parts of the Stone 3 ~
efpecially - if you follow Geber’s Counfel »
.+ touching the Regiment of the Fire in the .
manner ic teaches it, where he treats of the -
Sublinstion of the Bodics, and of Mercury.

You ought to hold it for a conftant Truth, ~. -
> that there is but this one way in the World,- -
to extraét from the Srore its unGtuous Hu- -
midity, which infeparably contains the Suk +
phurs and the Mercury of the wife Men. >

PrROPHILUS. 4

I am thus intirely fatisfied upon the prin-

cipal Point of the firflt Work ; do me the *

Favour to tell ms, if the Comparifon that
5. 0ur Authar makes (*) of Wheat, with the
Stone of Philofophers, with regard to their
meceffary Preparation, to make Bread with
the one, and the Univerfal with the other,
appears to you to be a proper and well fuited

«Comparifon. C

EUDOXUS.
- It is as proper as can be made, if the
Stome be confidered in the State wherein the
Artift begins to put it, to be able to be
xightly called the fubje@ and philofophick
' Cam-
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€o ; for juft as we are ndt nous
* tifhied by Wheat, fuch as Nature produces -,
“ it ; but we are obliged to reduce it into |
~ Mealy to feparate from it the Bran, to make .
- it into Pafte with Water, to make Bread of - .
- #t, which muft be baked in an Oven to be-
comie & proper Aliment ; in the fame man-
“> per, we take thie Store, we grind, or pow-
~ der ity we fepardte from it by the fecret ~
« Fire its Terteftreity ; we foblime i, we
» diffolve it with the Water of the Sea of the
~ wife Meén 5 we deco&t this fimple Con-
. ~fection, to muake of it a fover¢ign Medicine.

PrROPHILUS.

Give me leave to tell you, that there

. feems to me fome difference in this Compa~
rifon. The Author fays, that one muft
take this Mineral alone, to make this great
Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we
cannot make Bread ; it is neceffary to add

to it, not only Water, but Leaven, '

: EUDOXUS.

You have alrcady the Anfwer to this
Objection; in as much as this Philofipher, -
like all the reft, forbids not abfelately to add -
@ty Thing, but that nothing ftrange, or cons
tary be added. The Water that is added ~

_ ta

I

ol
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x to the Meal, and the Leaven likewife, are

x nothing ftrange, or contrary tothe Meal ;
~ the Grain of which ’tis made was nourifhed -

~ by Water in the Earth ; and Water is there-

« fore of a Nature analogical to Meal : So ke
~ ~«Water of the Sea of the Philofophers, is of
<% x the fame Nature with onr Stone ; becaufe all
that is comprized under the Mineral, and
metallick Gendre, was formed and nourithed

of that very fame Water in the Bowels of

‘the Earth, whither it penetrates with the
Influence -of the Stars. = You may phinly

fee, by what I have faid, that the Philofo-

" phers do nof_contradi® themfelves, when
- they fay it is one only {elf.Subftance, and
when they fpeak of 1t asa compound of
* many Subftances of one only, and felf fame ~

~ - - Species. B

7

PrROPHILUS.

I think there is rone but muft be con- ”
vinced by fo folid Reafons as thofe you al-
ledge. But tell, if you pleafe, whether I -
am miftaken in the confequence I draw from
that Palfage of our Author, where he fays,

G.that (¥) thofé that know afier whar man«
wer Metals and Minerals ought to be treat-
ed, may go direltly to the Work they aim at.
Xf ithis be fo, it is evident that the Mat~

, ter
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ter and Subje® of the Art muft not be |
fought for, but in the Family of Metalsand
Minerals, and that all that work upon other
Subje@s, are in the Road of Error.

EUDOXUS. L.
I will anfwer, your confequence is very
el drawtxi1 H thiisl Philaf&pbcrhis not al:hm }1ln
eaking thus, he agrees therein with the
2 teft Number, Antient and Modern. Ge-
er, who ly knew the Magiftery, and
who ufed no Allegory, treats throughout
his whole Summa only of Metals and Mi- ~ - -
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the ~ ~ -
right manner of performing them, to make
"~ % the Work of them. But as the pu.ilofophick -
x Matter is partly Body, and partly Spirit, - v «
+as in one Senfe 1t is Terreftrial, an! in ano- -
sther it is all Celeftial ; and as fome Authors -
» confider it in one Senfe, and others treat of
vit in another, this has given Occafion tor
»the Error of .a great Number of Artifts ;
who under the Name of Uniwerfalifts, re-
je& every Matter that hath received a de-
terminative from Nature ; becaufe they can-
not deftroy the particular Matter, to fepa-
rate from it the Grain which is the pureu- . . .
niverfal Subftance, which the particular Mae= «
ter {huts up in its Bofom, and to Whi(}?h ~
the

»

» oo X
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the wife and illuminated Artift can abfos

“futely render all the Univerfality neceflary
Nto ity by the natural Conjunétion that he

.~ % sakes of this Germ; with the moft univer-

AR

x fal Matter; from whence it hath drawn its

»Original.  Be not fiighted at thefe fingular
Exrreiﬁons; our Art is Cabiliftick, You
will eafily comprehend thefe Myferies be-
fore you are got to the end of the Quefhi-
cons, which you defigri to make me upon the
‘Author that you examine. : .

PYROPHILUS.

If you gave me not this hope, I pro~
‘teft to youy that thefe myfterious Obfcuri~
ties were enough tg put me quite off, and
make me Defpatr of ty good Succefs ; but
I repofe an entire Cotifidence in what you
tell me, and I very well comprehend, 7 ha
the Metdls of the Vulgar, are na the Metals o
the Philofophers ; for # is cvidem, that 1o be
fwch they maft be deftroyed, and ceafé to be
Metals: And the wife Man wants noching
but the vifcus Humidity, which is ther
firft Matter from which the Philofaphers.
make their living Metals by an Artifice, that
is as Secret as it 1s founded upon the Princi~
ples of Kature; is not that your meaning ¢

\ E V-
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EUDOXUS.

If you are as well acquainted with the -
Laws of the Pradice of the Work, as you »
feem to me to comprehend the Theory, you ,
have no need of my Inftruions.

/

PrROPHILUS.

I beg your Pardon, I am very far from
being fo great a Proficient ; what you take
for an Effect of a perfe& Knowledge of the
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expre(-
fion that I have got by reading of Au-
thors, with whom I have filled my Memo-
ry. I-am on the contrary ready to De-
pair of ever attaining to fuch a Pitch of
Knowledge, when I confider, that this Phi-
hofopher requires, as do divers others, that
he that afpires to this Science, (*) fhosld 7
know externally and internally the Properties of
#ll Things, and that he penctrate into the Depth
of the Operations of Nature. Tell me, if you
pleafe, who is the Man that can flatter him-

felf to arrive at a Knowledge of fo vaft an
Extent ¢ . :

EUDOXUS.

It is true, this Philofopher puts no Bounds
to the Learning of him, who pretends to

under-
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underftand fo miraculous an Art; for the
wife Man ought to be perfectly acquainted
with Nature in general, and her Operations,
as well in the Center of the Earth, in the
Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up-
on the Earth in the produ@ive of Vegeta-

~ Lles and Animals. He ought alfo to know
“the univerfal Matter, and the Matter parti-
cular and immediate, upori which Nature
‘works for the Gencration of all Beings ;
v he ought, m fine, to know the Afhnity
« and Sympathy, as alfo the Antipathy and
‘matural Averiion that is found in all Things.
of the World.  Such was the- Science of
the great Hermes, dnd of the firlt Phi-
lofophers, who like him arrived at the
Knowledge of this fublime Philofophy,
by their penctrating Minds, and by the
Strength of their Reafoning ; but fince this
Science was committed to Writing, and that
the general Knowledge of which I gave yon
an Idea is to be found in good Books ;
Reading, Meditation, good Senfe, and a fuf~
ficient Prattice in Chymiftry, may give al-
moft all the neceffary Light to acquire the
Knowledge of this fupreme Philofophy ;
add thereto Uprightncfs of Heart, and of
Intention, without which it is impoffible

to fucceed. .
PrRO-
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PrROPHILUS.

You give me a moft fenfible Joy. I have
tad much; I have meditated yet more ;
I have exercifed my felf in the Practife of
Chymiftry ; I have verified the faying of

49

Artephins, who aflures; That be knows not - -
the Compofition of Metals, who is ignorant how -

they muft be defiroyed, and without this De-
ion it is impoffible to extra& the me-

tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of |

the Art ; fo that I can affure my felf, that

I have acquired the greateft part of the |

Qualities, that according to you, are requi-

red in him that afpires to this high Under-

fanding : I have, befides, a very particus
lr Advantage, and that is the Goodnefs that,
you have in being willing to communi-
cate a part of your Knowledge to me inthe

clearing of my Doubts ; permit me," there--" '

fore, to go on, and to ask you upon what
Foundation Gold ufes fuch outragious Terms
to the Stone of the Philofophers, (*) Callin
it & venomons Worm, and treating it with t
Appellation of Enemy of Men, and of Metals.

 EUDOXUS.
Thefe Expreflions ought not to feem
frange to you, the Philofephers themfelves
- E call
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x %y call their Stone Dragon and Serpent, in-x;
» feting all Things with its Venom. Its Syb-
s ftince, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poifon,

» which the Philofopher fhould know how to
> change into an Antidote by Preparation and
Decotion. The Stone is moreover the E-

nemy of Mculs, fince it deftroys them, |
and devours them.  Cofmopolire fays, there
¢ 3o by dsa Mgual, and a Sigel, which s a5 the
.. Water of Metals, which has the Power to
" confume Metals, that there is nothing but the
radical Moiffure of the Sun, and of the Moo,
»that can refift ir. But take heed that you do not
* here confound the Philofopher’s Stone, with
~ the Philofiphick_Stone ; becaufe, if the firft
- like a true Dragon deftroys and devours the
~imperfect Metals ; yet the fecond, as a fo-
wvereign Medicine, tranfmutes them into per-
~fect Metals, and makes the perfe& more than
< perfect, and fit tomake perfect the imperfe.
A )

-

PrROPHILUS.

What you fay not only confirms me in
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read-
ing, Meditaticn, and Pra&ice.; but like-

. wife gives me a new additional Light, whofe
Splendour difpels that Darknefs, under
which the moft important philofophick
Truths have feemed to me *till now to be

vailed.
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viled. And I now conclude from our «

Author’s Words, that thofe great Phyfici-

ans are miftaken, who believe (*) Tha the 9.

wniverfal Medicine is.in Gold vulgar. Do =

me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in

this Point. - L L

EUDOXUS. ... ..

There is no doubt but Geld polielles great

Virtues for the Prefervation of Heéalth, and

for curing the moft dangerous’ Difeafes.

€% h and S, are every Day ufefully -

emplo{yed by Phyficians, as likewife is ¢ ; ~

becaufe their Solution or Decompofition

which ‘manifefts their Properties, ‘1s' eafier -

than that of @ ¢ and therefore the more fuch -

}’reiarations as ‘the vulgar Artifts make of -

Ity have an Agreement with the Principles ~

and Practice of our Art ; the more they -

make appear, the marvellous Virtues of € ;- ©

but I tell you in Truth, that without the

Knowledge of our Magiftery (which only

an teach the effential Def{u&ion of ®)

‘ts impoflible to make the univerfal Medi-

cne of it ; but the wife can make it much ~ -

more cafily with the Gold of Philofphers, . - -

than with @ vulgar ; and fo you fee this

Author makes the Stone reply to @, Thar

# might rather be angry with God, becanfe
l? 2 be
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be bad not given it thofé Advantages wheres
with be had been pleafed only to endue the
Stone, ' :

PrROPHILUS.

To this firft Injury that @ does to the

10 Stone, it adds a fecond, €*) Calling it fugi-

tive and cheat, deceiving all thofé thar place

any bope in it. Inftruct me, pray, how to

fupport the Innocence of the Stone, and
jultify it from a Scandal ef this Nature.

EUDOXUS. .

Call to mind the Remark, that I have
already caufed you to make, touching the
three different States of the Stone ; and you
will then know, as well as my felf, that of
Neceflity it muft in its beginning be all Vo-
latile, and by confequence Fugitive, for to
be depurated from all manner of Terreftrei~
ty, and brought from ¥mperfe&ion to the
PerfeGtion that the Magiftery gives it in
its other States ; and therefore the Reproach
intended it by @, turns into its Praife ; for
were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be-
ginning, it would be impofﬁble to give it at
laft the Perfection and Fixity that are ne-
ceffary to it ; fo that if it deceives any, it

. i
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#s only the ignorant; but it is ah?ays faichful
to the Sons of the Science.

PrROPHILUS.

What you tell me is a certain Truth ; I
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits,
that is to fay, Polatile Subflances are capable
to penetrate Bodies, to be mnited to them, to
change, tinge, and perfelt them ; when thefé
Spirits have been cleared from their grofs Parts,
ond aduflible Humidity. ~And thus I am
fully fatisfied upon this Point; but as I
perceive the Stone (*) has a great Contempt
for @, and boafls to comtain in its Bofim a
Gold infinitely more precions ; do me the fa-
vour to tell me how many forts of ® the
Philofophers own, '

EUDOXUSGS.
To Teave you nothing to defire concern-
ing the Theory, and the Pra@ice of our
Philofophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac-
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II.

«ording to the Philofophers, there are three - «

forts of @.

The firft is an Aftral ©, whofe Center -

is in the Sun, who bK its Rays communi-
«ates it, together with its Light to all the

Stars, that are inferiour to him. It js a -
fiery Subftance, and a continual Emanation -

E3 of
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of litde folar Bodies, which by the Motion
of the Sun and Stars, being in a perpetual
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerfe ;

* all Things through the Extent of the Hea-

wvens, upon the Earth, and in its Bowels are
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual-
ly this Aftral Gold, thefe folar Particles in-
ceffantly penetrate into, and exhale from our
Bodies.

The fecond is an Elementary O, that is
to fay, it is the moft pure and the moft
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the
Subftances that are compofed of them ; fo

* that all the fublunary Beings of the three

‘Genders, contain in their Center a precious
Grain of this elementary Gold.

The third is the beautiful Metal, whofe
unalterable Splendour and Perfetion give it
a Value, that makes it efteemed by all Men
gs a fovercigh Remedy of all the Ills, and
all the Neceffitics of Life, and as the only
Foundation of humane Power and Gran-
‘deur ; and therefore it is no lefs the obje&
of the Avarice of the greateft Princes, than
it is the wifh and defire of all manher of
People. ’

After this you will eafily cenclude,- that
the metallick God is not the Gold of the
Philofeghers, and that it is not without a
i - good -
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Foundation, that in this Controver-

y before us, the Stone reproaches © with

not being what it prefumes to be, butthat

it is the Stone which hides in its Bofom

the true ® of the wife Man, that is to fay,

the two firft Sorts of @, that I juft now
named to you ; for you muft know, that » .
the Stone being the moft pure Portion of
the metallick Elements, after the Separation ~
‘and Purification, which the wife Man has ., .
made of it; it follows, that it is properly the -
Gold of the fecond fort ; but when this ® =
perfe@ly calcined and exalted unto the Clean- -
nefs, and to lzhe Whi{t}encfs of Snow, has -
acquired by the Magiftery a natural Sym- -
pa(t]hy withythe Aﬁigl Gold, of which%; is -
vifibly become the true Magnet, it attra&s -
and concenters in it felf fo great a Quanti-

ty of Aftral Gold, and ofg folar Particles,
which it receives from the continual Emana- .
tion that is made of them from the Center .
of the Swn, and of the Moon, that itis found -
in the neareft Difpofition to be the living -
Gold of the Philofephers, infinitely more no-
ble, and more precious than the metallick
O, which is a Body without a Soul, and
cannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold,
and by the Means of our Magiftery.

p
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PYROPHILUS. .

How many Clonds do you diffipate in
my Mind, and how many philcfophical
Myfteries do you unfold to me at a time, b{;
the admirable Things you tell me! I fha
never be able to give you all the Thanks I
oweyeu, I confefs,I am no lonﬁer furprized,
that the Stone pretends to the preference
before ®, nor that it difpifes its Bright-
nefs, and its imaginary Merit; fince the .
fmalleft Part of what the Stope gives to
the Philofiphers, is of more value than all
the Gold in the World. Be pleafed to have

“the Goodnefs to continue your favour to-

wards me, as you have begun, and do me
the Kindnefs to tell me, how the Stone can

12.afcribe to it felf as an honour (¥) to b¢ 4

matter fluid, and not permanent ; fince.all the
Philofophers affirm it to be more fixt then
® it lf. '

EUDOXUS
You fec, that your Author affures, that
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the'Ad-
yantage of the Artift; but he adds, that
it is ncceffary at the fune Time, that the
Artift *know how to extra® this Fluidity,

and which is the cnly Thing whereof the

Philofo
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Philofopher has need, as T have told you
already ; {o that to be fluid, volatile, and not
permanent, are qualities as ne_ceﬂh;_); to the
‘Stone in its firff State, as are its fixity and .
permanency when “it Is in the State of its
utmoft Perfetion; it is therefore with reas
fon that the Stone efteems that quality as
an honour, and fo much the rather as the
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone
is notwithftanding endued with a Soul
more fixt than Gold: But Itell you once
more, that the great Secret confifts in know-
ing how to extra& the Humidity of the
Stone.. I have appraifed you, that this is in-
deed the moft important Key of the Art. And
upon this very Point it is, that the great
Hermes cries out, Blefed be the watry Form
which diffobves the Elements. Happy then is
the Aruft whe not only knows £|¢ Stone, .
but alfo can turn it into Water. Which
cannot be done by any other means, than

+~xby our fecret Fire, which calcines, dif+ ~
folves, and fublimes the Stone.

PrROPHILUS.

Whence comes it then, (*) That among 4 |
bundred Artiffs, there is [Carce one to be found 3
that works with the Stone ; and that inftead
of fticking to this ofte and only matter (alone

' able
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able to produce fo great Marvels) they do

on the contrary, almoft all of them, apply

themfelves to Subjects that have none of the
eflential Qualities, that the Philofophers at-
tribute to their Stone?

EUDOXUS.
That happens in the firft Place, through

the Ignorance of Artifts, who have not fo

much Knowledge as they ought to have of
Nature, nor of what fhe is able to operate

1 every Thing; and in the fecond Place, it

‘happens, thro’ a want of Penetration of

Mind, which Occafions that they are ea-

fily deceived by the equivocal Exprefli-

cons, that the Philofophers make Ufe of; to
hide from the Ignorant, both the Matter,
and its true Preparation.. Thefe two great
Defe&ts are the caufe of the Miftake of

thefe Artifts, and that they fix upon Sub-
je&ts wherein they difcern fome of the ex-

terior Qualities of the true Matter of the
Philofophers, without making Refletion on
the effential Charalers, that manifeft it to

the Wife 2

PrROPHILUS.

I fee plainly the Error of thofe who ima-
gine, that vulgar ©eand ¥ are the uue
Matter
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Matter of Philofophers 5 and T am fully per-
fuaded of it, {feeing upon how weak a
Foundation © builds the pretence of " its
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that

urpofe thefe words of (¥) Hermes; The 14
Sien is its Father, and the Moon is its Mother.

EUDOXUS.

This Foundation is frivolous ; T have told
you what the Philofiphers mean when they
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin-
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars
are indeed the firft Caufe of it ; they in-
fpire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul
that give it Life, and make all its Efhcacy.
And therefore it is that they are its Fa-
ther and Mother. N

PrrROPHILUS.
All the Philofophers fay as this, (*) Tha | g0 X

the Phyfical Tiniture is compofed of & red
wnd incombuflible Sulphur, and of 4 clear
wnd a well purified 3 5 is this Authority
any ftronger than the laft, to make it to be
condluded, thar Gold and, Mercary are the
Matter of the Stone? , _

EUDOXU'S
You ought not to have, forgotten, “that
all the Philofophers umanimoufly -declare,
. ‘.::.'\A - that
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that vulgar © and Metals are not their
Metals ; that theirs are living, and that the
others are dead ; nor fhould you have for-
gotten that I fhowed you by the Au-
thority of the Philofophers, fup%)rtcd upon
~ the Principles of Nature, that the m:‘:tl:rllj_glg
< Humidity of the,Stone preparéd and purify dl,
~contains_infeparably in its Bofom the Ssele.

~ phur, and the & of the Philafaphers ; that 1

“is by confequencé that only thing of one
only and felf fame kind, to which nothing
ought to be added ; and that the only ¥
of the wife Men contains its own Sulpbwr,
. by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it
elf ; you ought therefore to hold for an
undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mix-
ture of a Swulphur, and of a ¥, whatever
they be otherways than thofe which.are nas
turally in the Stone, will never be the true
philofophick Confection. ,

PrROPHILUS.

16. But (*) that great and sanral Friendbip
which is between Gold and & , and the Union of
‘them [0 eafily made ; are they not Proofs
that thefe two Subftances may be convert-
¢d by a due Digeftion into a Tin&ure 2

EUDOXUS.
‘There is nothing more abfurd then that,
for if all the ¥ mingled with O, fhoullg
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be converted into @, which is impoffible,
or that all the ©® fhould be turned into ¥,
or into fome middle Subftance, there would
never be found more of folar Tin&ure in
this Confe@ion, than there was in the
6old, -thus. mingled with the ¥ ; and by
confequence it would-have no tinging Vir-
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tue, -nor-multiplying - Power.  But it is
moft certain,. that there-never can be any

perfe@ Union of ® and ¥ ; for this fu-
gitive Companion will abandon the &, as

foon as ever it is preffed by the Acion of

the Fire.

PrROPHILUS.

T doubt not in any fort of what you have
now told me, thofe Sentiments being con-
firmed by the Experience of the moft folid
Philofophers, who openly declare themflves
againit Gold and Mercury vulgar; but at
the fame Time I have a doubt; which
is this, that it being true, that the Philo-
JSophers never fpeak the Truth lefs, than when
they feem openly to explin themfelves,
may they not, as touching the evident
Exclufion of ¢, deceive thofe who take the
Senfe of their Expreffions according to the
Letter 2 ‘Or may one rely upon for a Cei-
uinty, as this Author fays, (¥) Tha the

L Philofo-

17+
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Philofophers do not manifeft their Art, but
when thzy make ufe of Similitudes, of Fignres,
@nd of Parables ?

EUDOXUS.

There is a great deal of difference be-
tween declaring pofitively, that fuch or
fuch a matter is not the true Subje& of the
Art, as they do, touching © and ¢ ; and
giving to underftand under Figures and
Allegories, the moft important Secrets to the
Children of the Science, that have the Ad-
vantage clearly to difcern the phijofophick
Truths, thro’ the enigmetical Vails where-
with the Sages fo artfully cover and conceal
them. In the firfk Cafz, the Philofophers {peak
the Truth negatively, without any double
meaning ; but when they {peak both affirma-
tively and clearly upon this Subje&, it

- may be concluded, that thofe who ftick to

the literal Senfe of their Words, will un-
doubtedly be deceived.  The: Philofophers

x x x have no way more certain to hide their

Science from the unworthy, and open it
to the wife, then mer to exphin jt by Al-
legories in the effential Points of their Art;
it was this made Arecphins [3y, That this Art
% intirely Cibalifftical, for the underflanding
whereof, there 1s need of a kind of Revelari-

on;

<



\

TRiuUMPH.

on; the moft penetrating Wit, (without the
Affiftance of a faithful Friend, who isa Ma-
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fler,) not being fufficient to diftinguith -

Truth from Falfhood ; it being next to’
imgofﬁblc, that by the only help of Books,.

oan

of Labour, and Experiments, one
fhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge
of the Matter, and much lefs to acquire
- the underftanding of the Pratice of an Art

fo fingular, how plain, how natural, and

how eafy foever the fame may be.

PrROPHILUS.

Tknow by my own Experience, how
needful is the help of a true Friend, fuch
s you are. In the want of which, me-
thinks, fuch Artifts that have Wit, good
Senfe and Probity, have no better way than
to confer together often, fometimes upon
what Light they draw from the rcading of
good Books, and fometimes upon the Dif=
coveries their Experiments afford them ;

VAW S I |

that fo fromn the Diverfity and comparing of

their different Sentiments, there may {pring
- new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they.
may be enabled to carry their Difcoveries
to the laft Period of this fecret Science. I
doubt not but you approve of my Opini~
en; but as I know trxat feveral Artifts res
. cad

-
¥

4
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gard fas vifionary and paradoxical the Seris

uments of thofe Authors, who maintain

18,.with this, (*) T'hat Perfettion is to be fonghe

in T hings imperfet 5 1 fhall be extreamly

obliged to you; if you pleafe to give me

* ~your Senfe upon a Point that feems to me
t6 be of great confequence.

EUDOXUS
You are already perfuaded of the Since+
rity and Truth of your Author; and you
ought fo much the lefs to callit in Queftion
upon this Point, in that he is of one Mind
herein with the true Philofophers ; and I
caniiot better prove to you the Truth of
what he fays here, than by making ufe of
the fame Keafon, thiat he (quotng the
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of it. For
it is certain, that Nature ftops in her Pro-
ductions, when fhe has brought them to
their proper State and Perfeétion ; for Ex-
ample, when from a moft clear and moft
pure mineral Water tinged by fome Porti-
-on of metillick Swlphur, Nature produces a
precious Stone, fhe ftops there, s fhe like-
wife does when in the Bowels of the Earth
fhe hath formed © with mercurial Water,
Mother of all Metals, impregnated with a
. pure folar Swlphwr ; fo that as it is not po{ll)i-
, T i
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 ble to make a Diamond, or a Ruby more pre-
cous, than it is in its kind ; fo neither is
it in the Power of the Artift, nay, (I will
| go further;) nor of Nature her felf; to puth
~on Gold to a greater Perfettion, than whae
the has given its It is the Philofpher that x «
an only carry Nature from an undetermi-«
ned Imperfection, even to a State more than ~
 Perfe@. It is therefore neceffary, that
our Magiftery produce a plufgmon Perfe&i-
on, which to accomplifh, the Sage muft
begin with a Thing inr;Perfe&, which be-
ing in the way of PerfeGion, is found in
the natyral Difpofition to be carried on
wen to plafguam PerfeQtion; by the help
of an Art wholly Divirie, which is able to
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature ; and
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subje&
to a State of plufGuam PerfeCtion, neither
could we give Perfection to what is imper-
fet, and all our Philofophy were vain.

PrROPHILUS.

There is none but muft needs yield
to the Solidity of your Reaforiing ; but
would not one be apt to think, that this
Author plainly contradi@s himfelf there,
where he makes thej Stone fay, that com-
fon g, (how well foever it may be pur-
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ged;) is not the ¥ of the wife Men; and
that for this only Reafon, (*) Becasfe it is
smperfelt ; when according to him, if 1t were
perfet, the intended PerfeGion were not
to be fought in it. ,

EUDOXUS.

 Take good Notice of this, and obferve,
that if the ¥ of the wife Men hath been
elevated by Art from an imperfe&, to a per-
fe& State, yet this Perfection is not of the
Nature of that, whereat Nature ftops in the
Production of Things, according to - the
Perfe&ion of their kind, fuch as 1s that of
¢ vulgar ; but on the contrary, the Per-

. fe&ion which the Art gives to the ¥ of the

wife Men, is but a middle State, a Difpo-
fition, and a Power that makes it fit to be
carried by the continuance of the Work,
unto the State of plufguam Perfeion, which
gives it the Faculty by the Accomplifhment
of the Magiftery, atlaft to give Perfection
to the imperfe&.

PrROPHILUS.

Thefe Reafons, how abftra@ foever, are
very phin, and make Impreflion on the
Mind; for my part, I confefs, they fully
convince me ; I befeech you, to have the

Good-
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-Goodnefs not to be offended at the Con-
tinuation of my Inquiries. Our Author
effures us, that the Error into which the
Artifts fall, in wking vulgar So/ and Aer-
for the true Matter of the Stone, decei-
ved therein by the literal Senfe of the Phils-
Jopherss (*) Is the great fiwmbling Block_ to 20,
“Thoufands of Perfons ; for my part I can’t
imagine, how with any Reading, and good
Senfe, it is poffible to harbour an Opinion fo
vifibly condemned by the beft Philofophers ¢

- EUDOXUS.

And-yet the Thing isfo. ‘The Philofi-
Pphers 'warn- them to no purpofe, to take
heed not to be deceived by common Sol
and Mercury. Moft do, neverthelefs, obfti-
nately adhere to them, and very often after
having wrought in vain through a long
Courfe of Years upon Matters e and
foreign, and are fenfible of their fault, they
then come to vulgar So and Mercary, where-
in they find their Account no better then
before. It is trye, there are fome Philofo- ~ -
dbers, who thouih otherwife appearing ve- .
ty fincere, yet throw Artifts into this Er- -
ror, maintaining very ferioufly, that thofe -
that know not the Gold of the Philofophers, -
my neverthelefs find it in common Go/d -
: Fa deco&ted
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< decoted with the Mercary of the Philofo
x phers. Philaletha is of this Sentiment ; he .
x affures, that Count Trevifan, Zachary, and -
\ Flamel followed this Way ; but he addsy -
> That it is not the true Way of the wife Men,
« though it leads to the fwme Exd. But thefe
Aflurances, however fincere they may feem, -
fail not to deccive the Artifts, who, defi~ -
rous to follow the fame Philaletha in the .
Purification and Animation, that he teaches -
of common Aercury, to make the Philofo= -
X X % pher’s Mercury of it, (which is a moft grofs =
« % « FError, under which he hath hidden the -
~ % % Secret of the Mercury of the wife Men,) ~
undertake upon his Word a moft painful ~
and aﬁx&ft_im oﬁ}ble Wa(r)x::ll(; and after 2 -
lo ur full of Cares and Dangers, <
ge:g nothing but a Aercary, a E?tla: !;L:r{ -
impure than it was at firlt, inflead of a -
¥ “ 7 Mercury animated with the celeftial Owimre -
“ Effences a deplorable Error that hath loffand -

* ruin’d, and will flill Ruin a very great

Number of Artifts, - »

PrROPHILUS. A

Tt is a great Advantage to become Wife

at another’s coft; for my part I will ene
‘deavour to reap Profit from this Error b

“following the good Authors, and guide

my
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my felf by the Inftructions your Goodnefs

is pleafed to give me. One of the Things
of

that moft contributes to the blinding

Arifts, who adhere to ©® and ¥, is thae

ufual Expreffion’ of Philafiphers, i. e. that

] 53‘4;'butyet I fhall be very fe
, to me wherein this difference confifts. | T 7

their Stome is compofed of Male and Fernale,

thar ® fupplies the place of Male, and 3

of Female ; 1 know very well, (as my Author

here ﬁy&) > That it is not after tbefame 21,

manner with Metals, as with Things that have
er‘:gbly oblig.

to you, if you will pleafe to explan -

EUDOXUS.
Tt is a conftant Truth, thar-the-Copu-

" ftion of the Male, and of the Female is
" orcained by Nature, for the Generation of
* Animals ; but this Union of the Male and ~ x «

Female for the Production of the Elixir, -

x likewife for the Produ&ion of Me- -
tals, is purely Allegorical, and is no more -
neceffary than for the Production of Ve ~
gerables, whofe Seed contains in it felf a{ -
that is required for Germination, Increafe, -
and Multiplication of Plants. You wilt . . -
then Remark, that the philofophical Matr .
teror @ of Philofophersis a true Seed, which, .. -
tho” Homogenous in its Subftance, is yet of . .
o F3 - adous
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a double Nature, iz. it participates equally of”
the Nature of metallick Swphwur and §, inti-
mately and infeparably united, whereof the
one reprefents the Male, and the -other the .
Female ; for which caufe the Philofophers call
it Hermaphrodite, (i. e.) that it is endued
with both Sexes; fo that without havi
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it
alone fuffices to produce the philofophick In-
fant,- whofe Family may be infinitely multi~
plied inthe fame manner, asa Grainof Wheat
with time and culture may produce a fufh-
cient Quantity to fow a vaft Field. -

PrROPHILUS.

If thefe Wonders are as real as they are
probable, one muft confefs, that the Science
which gives the Knowledge of them, and
teaches the Pradife, is almoft Supernatural
and Divine; but not to digrefs from my Au-
thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not

. very bold to maintain confidently, and with-

22.

out fhewing very pertinent Reafons, (*)
T hat without it; no true © and D tan poffi-
bly be made. Gold difputes that quality with
Jim, and fuftains himfelf by an Argument,
that carries much of Probability ; he lays
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as
bging a g;oﬁ, impure, and venomous Mat- -
ter §
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#er; and that Gold on the contrary is 3 Sub-
fhnce {ure, and without Fault ; fo that,
methinks, this high Pretenfion of the

. Stone (oppofed by Reafons that appear not
to be without Foundation) deferves to
be fu{:ported and proved by Reafons of -
Weight. '

EUDOXUS
What T have already faid, is more than
fufficient, to eftablifh to the Stone a Pre-
eminence not only over Gold, but over all
created Things; if you confider attentively,
you will fee that the Force of Truth is {o
great, that © in artempting to decry the
Stone by the Defects it has in its Birth,
though ‘not intending it, yet does indeed
eftablith its Superiority, by the moft folid
Reafons that the Stone it felf could allege
in its own Favour ; for Inftance, Gold con-
fefles and acknowledges, that the Stone
founds its right of Pre-eminence upon thisy -
(*) That it 35 & nwniverfal T hing. Needs 23.
there any more for the Condemnation of ©,
and to oblige it to give place to the Stone?
You are not ignorant how far univerfal Mat-
ter excels particular Matter.  You have
.been fhowed that the Stone is the moft
pure Part of the metallick Elements, and

F 4 that
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that by confequence it is the firft Matter
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and

that when this very fame Matter has been

animated, and made Fruitful by the natu~

‘ral Union that is made of it with the Mat-

ter purely univerfal, it becomes the vege-
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the
t EffeGts that the Philsfophers ateribute
to the three Medicines of the three Kinds,
There is no need of any ftronger Reafons
to defeat, once for all © and % vulgar,
from ‘their imaginary Pretenfions; © and
¥, and all other particular Subftances, where-
in Nature finithes her Operations, whether
they be perfe@, or whether they be abfo-
lutely imperfect, are intirely unproﬁtable,
or contrary to our Art,

PYROPHILYDS.

~ Tam wholly convinced of it; but, I
know feveral Perfons, who ridicule the
Stone, for pretendinﬁl to difpute Antiquity
with ©. Our Author here maintains the
fame Paradox, and reproves © with -want
of refpe& to the Stone, in giving the Lie
(*) 20 one that i older than wt felf. Yet as
the Stone derives its original from the Me-
tals, it appears difficult to me to comprehend
the Foundation of its Ancientnefs.

' S T Evs

Y
B a
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EUDOXUS.

There is no difficulty in giving Xou Sa-
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I.do wone
der how you came to form fuch a doubr ;
the Stone is the firft Matter of the Metals,
ad confequently it is Prior to ®, and toall
other Metals ; and if it derives its Origi
from them, or if it takes Birth from their
Deftru&ion, it does not therefore follow,
that it isa Produion pofterior to Metals;
but on the contrary, it is Prior to them,
fince it is the Matter from whence all Me-

tals have been formed. The Secret of the .

Art confifts in knowing how to extra&
from Metals this firft Matter, or this me-
ullick Germ, which is to vegetate by the
Fecundity of the Philofophick Sea.

PrROPHILUS.

T am now convinced of this Truth, and

I find © to be inexcufable, to be thus
wanting in refpet to his Elder, who has
inits behalf the moft Ancient, and the greats
eft Philofophers, Hermes, Plaro, and Ariffola
are in its Intereft. And every Body knows
them to be unqueftionable Judgesin this Cafe.
Permit me only to ask you a Queftion up-
on cach of the Paffages of thofe Pbibﬁpﬁer’&
| whom

73
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by
their Authority, that it is the only and

true Matter of the wife Men. '

The Paffage of the fmaragdine Table o
the great Hermes, proves the excellency of
% the Stone, in that it {hows that the Stone is
xendued with two Natures, 4 e. with the
» Nature of fuperior Beings, and with that of
inferior Beings ; and that thefe two Natures
both alike have one only and the fame Ori-
ginal ; fo that we muft conclude, that they
(being perfe&tly united in the Stone) compofe
* = % g third Being of an inexpreffible Virtue : But
I know not whether you will be of my Sen-
timents, as to the Tranflation of this Paffage,
and the Commentary of Hortslanus. One
reads after thefe wordss T hat which is below, is
as that which is on bigh 5 and that which 55 on
25, kighy is as that which is below. One reads, (*)
oy (1 fay;) 76 do the Miracles o{" one only T hing.
;- Formy part, Itakeit, thatthe Latin Original
"7 % x has quite another Senfe, for the quibus, which
- ;., makes the' Connexion of the laft Words
.., with the preceeding, fignifies, T'hat by thefé
= = "* Things, (that is to fay, by the Union of
x thefe two Natures) one does the Miracles of
one Thing. The to, of which the Tran-
flator and Commentator do make Ufe, de-
froys the Senfe and the Reafon of a Paf-
fage,
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fage, that of it felf is very proper and in-
wlligible. Tell me, if ;g! l;eafc, whether
my Remark be well foundeg. :

EUDOXUS.

Your Remark is not only right, butit is
alfo important. I confefs, 1had made no
Refletion upon it; in this you fpoil the
Proverb, For bere the Scholar ostdoes the
Mafter. But as I had read the Emerald
Table oftner im Latin than in French, the
faule of the Tranflation, and of the Com-

75
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mentary, had rifed no fort of doubt in . .

me, as it may do in thofe who read only in
French this fummary of the fublime Philo-
fophy of Hermes. Indeed the fuperior and
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mi.
nacles ; but it is becaufe they are alike, that
one can do by them the Miracles of one
only Thing. You may fee now that Iam
awogether of your Sentiment in this.

PTROPHILUS.

Tam then mightily well pleafed with my
Remark ; I doubted whether it might deferve
your Approbation ; but I affure my felf af-
ter that, that the Children of the Science will
alfo thank me to have drawn from you up-
on this Subject an Explication that will quef-

A - tioples
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tionlefs fatisfy the Difciples of the great
Hermes.  There is no doubt but that the
Learned Arifforle perfe@ly underftood this
great Art.  What he has written of it, is
an evident Proof he did fo; and in this
difpute "the Stone has the skill to make
ufe of the Authority of this great Philofs-
phers by a Paffage that contains its moft fine
lar, and moft furprizing Qualities. Have
~ . the Goodnefs, if you pleafe, to tell me, how
26. you underftand this; (*) Ir weds it felf,
s is with Child by it [elf, and it is Borw of i
Jif \

' EUDOXUS.
" The Stone weds it felf; in as much as
in its firft Generation, it is Nature alone
affifted by Art, that makes the Eerfe& Uni-
on of the two Subftances, which give it Be-
ing, from which Union there refules ar
the fame time the effential Depuration of
the Meuallick Swlphur and Mercury. An
Union and Marriage {o natural, that the
Artift who lends his Hands to it in difpo-
fing all things requifite, can give no Demon-
ftration of 1t by the Rules of Art; fince
he cannot even' fo much as well compre.

hend the Myftery of this Union,
. | CThe
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The Stone ss with Child by it feif ; when
Art continuing to aflift Nature, l:g' mere
nat{gral Means,f_ meso thg Stone in the Dif-

ition requifite for it, to impregmate it
If:;)lf with ige Aftral Seed, whiclf m it
fruitful, and gives it the Power of multi~
plying its kind. :

T% Stene is Born of it felf; becaufe after
having wedded it felf, and after being with
Child by it felf, Art doing nothing elfe than
to affift Nature, by the continuance of a
Heat neceffary to Generation, it takes a
new Birth from it felf juft as the Plerix
is born again from its Afhes; it becomes
the Son of the Sun, the umiverfal Mediv
ciné of all Things, that have Life, and the
true living Gold of the Philofophers ; which
by the continuance of the Help of the Art,
and the Miniftry of the Artift, acquires in
a lietle time the Royal Diadem, and the fov
vereign Power over all his Brethren.

PrROPHILUS. S

.- Tvery well conceive, that upon the fame
Principles, itis notdifficult to comprehend alt
the other Qualities, that Ariffetke attributes to
the Stones As to kill it felf 5 to reaffime Life of
# [Eelf ; to bediffolv’d of it felf in its own Bloedy
10 Congnlwe it [elf therqwitn a-nmew ; andﬁin

ne

™
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the
philofophick Stone. Nor do I now find

giculty in the Paffage of Plate. I
intreat you, neverthelefs, that you will
pleafe to tell me, what that Ancient Phils-

27. fopher and his Followers meant by this, (*)
- That the Stone has a4 Body, a Soul, and «

Spirit, and thas all Things are of ity by ity and

” i,

EUDOXUS. -

According to natural Order, Plato ought
to have preceded .4rifforle, who was his Scho-
lar, and from whom probably he learnt the
fecret Philofophy, wherein he was very defi-
rous that Alexander the Great thould believe
him perfecly inftructed ; if one may beal-
lowed to judge of it by certain Paffages in the
Wiritings of this Philofépher, but however,

fuch order is of no mighty Importance, if

therefore you well examine the Paflage of
Plato, anc( that of Arifforle, you will not
find them much different in Senfe : But
yet to give you the Satisfation of an An-
fwer to the Queftion you ask me, Iwill on-
ly tell you, that the Stone has a Body, in as
muchas it is, as T have told you beforeya Sub-
ftance wholly metallick, which gives it the
Ponderofity 5 that it hath a Soul, whichlis

the
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the moft pure Subftance of the Elements, in
which confifts its Fixity, and its Permanen-
cy; that it hatha Spirit, which makes the U-
nionof the Soul with the Body, which £Souj]
it acquires particularly from the Influence
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin-
¢tures. Norwill you find it very hard to con-
ceive, That all Things are of it by ity and in
#; fince you have already feen, that the Stone
is not only the firft Matter of all Beings
contained in the mineral and metallick Fa- .
mily, but that it is alfo united to the uni-
verfal Matter, from whence all Things have
taken Birth; and this is the Foundation of
thofe laft Autributes that Plare gives to the
Stome,

PrROPHILUS.

As T perceive that the Stome not only
attribures to it felf the univerfal Properties,
but that it pretends alfo, (*) Thar the Suc-28.
cefs that fome Artifts have bad on certain. par-
ticular Proceffes, is only owing to it 3 1 muft
confefs, that I do not well underftand how
that can be.

EUDOXUS.
And yet this Philofopher explains it pret=
ty clearly ; he fays, that fome Anifts ﬁho
ve
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have imperfe@ly known the Stome, and have
alflo known but a part of the Work, having
yet wrought with the Stone; and foun
means to feparate its Spirits which contains
its Tin&ure, they have fucceeded fo far as
to communicate fome Parts of it to imper-
fe& Metals, which have Affinity with the
Steme, but that not having a full Under-
ftanding of its Virtuess nor of the manner
of working with it, their Labour has not
turned to any great Account ; and even of
thefe Artifts the Number is very {malls

. PYROPHILUS.
It is natural to conclude from what you
have told me, that there are Perfons who
have the Stome in their Hands, without
knowing all its Virtues; or if they knew
them, yet they are ignorant how to work
with it to fucceed in perfeting the great
Work, and that this Ignorance is the
Caufe that their Labours are not crowned
t\;llith Succefs. Pray tell me, if it be not
us, .

EUDOXUS.
Without doubt many Artifts have the
Stome in their Pofleffion ; fome defpife it as

a mean Thing, others admire ity becaufe d(:f
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the Chara@ers, in fome fort fupernaturals
which it carries in its Birth, and yet without¢
knowing all its Value. There are, in fine,
who are not ignorant of its being the true
Subje@ of Philofophy ; but the Operations
which the Sons of Art are to make upon this
noble Subje&, are intirely unkniown to them
becaufe they are not taught in Books, and ~
becaufe- all * Philofophers hide this admirable «
Art which converts the Stoze into the Aer~ ~
cury of Philofophers, and which teaches to -
make the philofophick Srore of this Mercury. ~
This firlt Work is the Secret one, tou‘:g-;» s
itig which the Sages declare themfelves on-. .
ly in-Allegories, and by impenetrable Enig- ~
ma's, or'elfe are wholly filent in jt. And'~
this as I have told you, is the great Block,
at which almoft all Artifts ftumble. .

PTROPHILUS. .

Happy thofe that are Mafters of fo éreat'
Knowledge ! For my part, I can’t flatter.
my felf to be arrived at fo high a Point ;
but I find my felf ata Lofs to know how
to thank you enough, for having given me -
all the Inftruétions that I could reafonably
defire of you, upon the moft effential Points
of this Philofophy, and indeed’ upon all
thofz Points, touching which you have been

o ' .G pleafed
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pleafed to return Anfwers to my Queftions ;
I carneftly intreat you not to grow weary,
for I have ftill fomething to ask you, which
feems to me to be of very great confequence.
. This Philofopher afli urestat the Errérof thofe
.who have wrought with the Stone; and have
29. not fucceeded, proceeds (*) from their net
having known the Originaly from whence the
Tinttures come.  If the Source of this philo-
Aophical Fountain be fo fecret, and fo diffi-
. . &ult to difcove:i 3 itis c';min, that there
are very many deceived ; for it is generall
believcerc{ thatyMetals and Minerals,g::d par):
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this
Tin&ure, which is capable to tranfmute the
_imperfe&t Metals. o

.  EUDOXUS. .
. This Source of vivifying Water, Js be-
fore the Eyes of ak the World, fays Cofmopo-
litey and fow Men know it. Gold, Silver,
Metals, and Minerals,, contain not a Tin-
&ure able to multiply to Infinity, there are
- mone but the living' Metals of the Philsfs-
phers that have obtained from Art and Na-
ture this multiplying Faculty : And it is
certain, that there are none but thofe who
are perfelly enlightned in the philofophick
Myfltery, that know the true Original tﬁf
: e
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the TinGures. You are not of the Nume«
ber of thofe, who are ignorant whence the
Philofophers draw their Treafures, without
fear of draining the Source. I have told you ..
dearly, and without Ambiguity, that the .
Heven, and the Stars, but particularly the .
Swsand Moon are the Principles of this Foun- »
tin of living Water, which is alone proper to ~
:ﬁ:zdt;t all the Wo;ders thaf; you l}(:sow. Itis -

is that makes Coffmopolite fay in his Emigma, « . .
that in the delicious Ifle, ofy which he gives
the Defcription, there was no Water, and .
wd thar all the Water that was att:::rtcd
t be brought thither by Engines, and by ..
Aty Was either nfelefs or poifoned, -excepe .
thet which fome few Perfons knew how to ex~ -
tral froms the Rays of the Sum, or of the
Moon. The Means to make this Water to ..
decend from Heaven is truly wonderful 5 <
ttisin the Stone, which contains the central -
Water, which is indeed one fole and the fame .
Thing with the celeftial Water, but the Se- -
aet confifts in the knowing how to make the -
Stone become a Magnet, to attra, embrace, -
and unite this Aftral Owinteffence to. it felf, .
b to make together but one fole Effence, ..
prfe® and more than perfed, able to give
Pafeion to the imperfe, after the Ac- -
“omplithment of the Magiftery.

TG PTRO-



84 The HERMETICAL

. PTROPHILUS.. .

: ,,‘,»' How many and  great are::(y Obligati~
' ed

- ons to you, that you are pl

-

o reveal
to me fo great Myfteries, to whofe Know-

- Jedge I could never hope to attain, with-
- opt the Affiftance of your Elucidations.!

But fince you are pleafed to,indulge my

.. continuance, permit me, if you pleafe, to-
- tell you, that I never faw any Philofopher
. till now, who fo precifely declares as this

does, that there- muft be a Wife given to.

- the Stone, making it to-that end in

4 30.

this manner.  (¥) If thefé Artifts had carried

- their Enquiry further, and bad examiEdstih

Janghe ber out,

is the Wife who is . or mgs1f they bad .

A mj;)ofirufited'm'm y I
had been able to have tinged a thowfand T inses
more. Although I am fenfile in gemersl,
that this Paflage has”an entire Reelstion-to
the former; yet, I muft confefs, thar this
Expreffion of a Wife, proper for the Stone,

- does notwithftanding perplex me.

EUVDOXTUTS.

It is very much, however, that you know |

already of your felf; that this Paflage hasa

. Connezicn with that which I but juft be-
- fore explained to you, #. e. that you well |

appre-
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' ‘appréhend, that the Wife which is proper
for the Stone, and which ought to be unitel
to it, is that Fountain'of living Watefy= - -
whofe Source altogether& Celeftnal,: which -
~ hath particularly its Center'in the Sun, and .
in' the Moon, produces-that clear and pre-
. dlous Stream- or Rivulet of the ‘wife Men, -

PrROPHILUS.

1 find with an unfpeakable Satisfi&ion the
whole Effe& of the Elucidations, you have
been pleafed to impart to me,; and fince we-
are upon this Point, I.defire your leave to
S - G 3 - ak
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- ask you a Queftion, whichthough it rife
» not from the Text of this Author, is yet
. effential to this Subje&. I befeech you to
- tell me, whether the magical Marage of
be Seafons of the
thers to folemnize

™ EUDOXUS,
I am already gone too far, o refufe
_you an Explication fo neceffary, and fo
-reafonable.  Divers Philofophers have told
the Seafon of the Year, which is the moft
proper for this Operation.  Some have made
no Myftery of ‘it ; others more referved
have not ined themfelves upon this
-~ ~ Pointy, but by Parables. The have
« named the Month of Adarch, and the Spring,
»~ Zachary, and other Philofophers fay, thac
« they begun the Work at Eaffer, and that
« they finithed it happily within the Courfe
- of the Year. Others are contented with
«  reprefenting the Garden of Hefperides ena-
melled with Flowers, and particularly with
Fiolets and Primrofés, which are the earlieft
* - Productions of the Spring. Coffmopolite more:
- ingenious than the reft to indicate, that the
.+ Seafon the moft proper for the philofophick

Works
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Gemini. ~

PrROPHILUS. .
. T am ravithed with thefe Interpretations,
Thofe who are greater Proficients in thefe
Myfteries than I am, perhaps may not pue
{0 great a Value as I do on the Solution of
the Enigma’s, whofe Senfe has notwithe

87

ftanding been hitherto impenetrable to ma=

ny of thofe, who in other R;fKe&s are
fuppofed to have very well underftood the
Philofophers. 1 am perfuaded that one ought
very much to efteem fuch an Inftrution,
it being capable to make one fee clear into
other more important Obfcurities ; indeed.

few would imagine; that the #jelers and .
e T B
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Hoacinths of Ejf;gm, and the horned Beaft
of the Garden of Hefperides ; and the Houfe
of the Ram of Cofmapalite, and of Philalethe ;
the Ile of the Goddefs Penns, the two
‘Shepherds, and the reft that you but now
qpflgincd,. fhould fignify the Seafon of the
Spring. I am not the only Perfon wha
qught to give you a thoufand Thanks, that
yon have ieen pleafed to unfold thefe My~

fteries ; I am aflured, that in Procefs of

~ Time, there will be found a greater Nume

.+ ber of the Sons of Science, who will blefs
¥ —yourMemmory-for-having opened their Eyes
upon a Point more eflential to this grand

Art, than they would otherwife have been

inclined to imagine.

o EUDOXUS
- Youn have Reafon in that, one cannot
‘be affured that one. underftands the Philo-
Jophers, without having an entire under-
ftanding of the lealt Things that they have
~written. The Knowledge of the Seafon
proper to begin the Work, is of no little
confequence; the fundamental Reafon there-
~~x of is this, Whereas, the Sage undertakes
to perform by our Art, a Thing which is
.above the ordinary Force of Nature, 25
‘to foften a Srome, and to caufe a metallick
- , ' Germ
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Germ to vegetate ; ‘he finds himfelf indif~
nfably obliged to enter by a profound
mditation into the moft fecrer Recefles of
Nature, and to make ufc of plain, but effs-
cacious Means that {he furnifhes him with-
all 5 now you ought not to be ignorant,
that Nawre from the beginning of the
Spring, to renew it felf, and to put all the
"Seeds that are in the Bofom of the Earth
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im~
pre%mtes all the Air that environs the Earth,
with a moveable and fermentatious Spirity ¥ ¥y -
which derives its Originial Trofi 'the Father
of Nature; it is properly a fubtile Nitre,
which gives the fertility of the Earth,
whereof it is the Soul, and which Cofmapolire
calls the Salt-Petre of the Philofophers. Tt is . .
therefore in this prolifick Seafon, that the . . .
wife Artift, to make his metallick Seed to
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiftens it, wa- .
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and gives -
it as much of it to drink as the weight of -
Nature requires; after this manner the phi-
lofophick Germ concentring the Spirit in
its Bofom, is animated and vivyfied by it,
and acquires the Properties which are Effen- "~
tial to its becoming the vegetable and mult-
plying Stone. I hope you will be fatisg;
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+ # &d with this Reafoning, which is founded
< on the Laws and Principles of Naure.

PrROPHILUS.
Tt is impoffible for any to be more fatis-
fied than I am; you give me that Lighe
* that the Philoféphers have hidden under an
impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Thi
fo important, that I would willingly pu
on my Queftions, to draw what Benefit I
« could from the Goodnefs you have, to dif-
- guife me nothing, but not to trefpafs too
.+ «far upon you; I return to the Paffage of
my Author, where the Stone maintains to
"Gold and AMercury, that it is impoffible to
make a true: Union of their two Subftan-
$1. ces; becaufe, fays the Srone, (*) Thar you
are not one only Bod], bur swo Bodies toge-
ther ; and by confiquence you are contrary, i
the Laws of Nature be confidered. 1 know
- very well, that the Penetration of Subftan-
- ces, mnot being ‘poffible according to the
- Laws of Ngture; fo neither is their
- Union poffible, and that in this Senfe two
Bodies are contrary to one another ; yet as
- almoft all the Philofophers affure, that Aer-
exry is the firft Marter of Metals; and that
according to Geber, it is not a Body, but
# Spiric that penetrates Bodies, and parti-
, - cularly

L
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cularly that of Gold, for which it has a vie w « -
fible Sympathy ; is it not likely, that thefe -
two Subflances, this Body, and this Spirit, >
may be &ly united, to make but one -
onl)_; the fame Thing of one and the ~
fame Natwre 2 - :

EUDOXUS.

Remark that, there are two Efrors in
your Reafoning;: the firft in that you fup-
pofe; that common Mercary is the firft v . -
and fole Matter, whereof Metals are form- -
~ed in the Mines, which isnot fo.  Merowrys .,
is a Metal, which having lefs Sulpbwr, and
lefs terrene Impurity other Metals,
remains liquid, and rupning; it unites with
Metals, and particularly with Geld, as being
the pureft of all; and is united lefs eafily
with the other Metals, in proportion as
they are more or lefs impure in their na- -
tural Compofition. You muft ‘therefore.
know, that “there is a firft Matter of -~
Metals, whereof Aercary it felf is form- -
ed; it is a vifcous, and mercurial Water, -
which is the Water of our Stone. © And -
this is the Sentiment of the true Philofo- .

So

[ fhould be too prolix, if I fhould here
fe forth every particular that can be faid

, o upon
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uport this Subje&. ~ F procéed to the fécond
Error ‘of your Reafonirig; whidt confifts
in that you imagine; that:common

~is"a metallick Spirit, which accordihgyto
" " Geber, . camointeriourly penetrate and” tinge
- " Metals, be united and remain withthem,
“ after it fhall have been artificially faxt.

But you muft confidef; that Aercury is
not called ‘Spirit by <Giber; but fibm its
flying' the Fire, becaufe of :the Mobility of
its homogenous Subftance ; neverthelefs, that
properly *hinders not -its being a metallick:
Body, which for that Reafon can never be
{o perfe@ly united with another Metal, a5
not to-be always fepaated from it, when-
ever it-finds 1 felf -preffed by the Ac- -
ton of the Fire. Experience makes good
this Reafoning, and ehertfore the Stone i
in the right to maintain againft 'Gold, that
there never' can be ‘made a perfeét” Unjon

of it with AMercwry.” -+

. PYROPHILUS  *
-.I comprehend very well, that my Rea-

foning was Erroneous, and to tell you the

" Truth, I'could never imagine, that common

ANdercwry was the firft Matter of Metals;
though’ divers grave Philofophers lay down
thae Truth, for ome of the Foundations of
SR i the
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the” Art.  And Iam perfwaded, that one
cannot find in Mines, the true firft Matter
of Metals, féperated from metallick, Bodies;  +
is but a Vapour, a vifcous Water, an in- X
vifible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word, ¥ ¥ v
that the Seed is nct'to be found but in the >
Fruit. I can’t tell whether I fpeak proper- -
ly, but I take this'te be the true Senfe of
the Inftruftions you have given me.

EUDOXUS.

One cannot have better comptehended,
than you have done thefe Truths-known
- to fotew. It isa Satisfaticn to talk freel
with you, concerning the philofophical My-
+ fteries. What further Quefttions have you

to ask me? - -

. PYROPHILUS. -

Deoes not the Srome contradi@t it f2If,
when it fays, (¥) That with an imsperfect Bo- 32.
dy, it bas a conflant Sorl, and a penctraring Tin-
étwre? Methinks thefe twogreat PerfeGtions
are inconfiftent with an imperfe&@ Body.

EUDOXUS. ,
One would fay here, that you have al- -
ready forgetten a fundamental Truh, of
which you were fully convinced before';
| o recollect
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recolle® your felf; that if the Body of

the Stone were not imperfet with an Im-
e&ion, neverthelefs, wherein Nature has -

not finithed her Operation, one could not

there feek for, and much lefs could one be

able to find Perfeion there. This being

Lid down, it will be very eafy for you to

w jmi%e, that the conftancy of the Soul, and the

. w:Perfection of TinGure, are not aGually ; nor

% 4,v.1n a State to manifefk themfelves in the Stome,

z+{o long as.it remains in its imperfect Being ;

~~but then, when by the continuance ofyﬁne

'«Work, the Subftance of the Stome hath paf
~fed from Imperfetion to PerfeGtion, and .
“from Perfection to plufguam Perfection, the
~conftancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of -

*the Tin&ure of its Spirit, are brought from

~>potentiality into Art; fo that the Soul, the

*-Spirit, and the Body of the Srore, bei
~equally exalted, compofe one whole Thin%?
“gfl a Nature, and ofa Virtueincompsehenfible.

PrROPHILUS.

« -Since my Queftions give occafion to.
our fpeaking Things fo extraordinary, I

‘ zeg you not to take it amifs, that I contis
nue my Enquiries. I was always perfuad-
ed, that the Srome of the Philofiphers was a
real Subftance, falling under the Senfes, yet

. ; ST e
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1 perceive this Author affures the contrary,

in faying, (*) Owr Stome is Invifible. 1 af- 3

-fure you, that whatever good Opinion I
may have of this Philofopher, he muft in
this Point give me lave not to be of his
Sentiment. ’

EUDOXUS.

And yet, I hops, to reconcile you quick- = . -~

ly to it. This Pbiloj?her is not the only one ..

: Language ; the greater -
Pat of them fpeak after the fame manner -
as he does 5 and to tell you the Truth,
our Stone is properly Invifible, as well in v
regard of its Matter, as in regard of its -
Form. 1In regard of its Matter ; becaufe, -
althohgh our Stone, or our Aercsry (for =
there 1s no difference) does really exift, ic ~
is yet true, that it appears not to our Eyes ;-
at leaft, not unlefs the Artifts lend his

who ufes this fort o

K

Hand to Nature to helfPher to bring forth -

this philofophical Prodution ; and this
made Co, mﬂlftc fay, Thar the Subject of our
Philofop b 4 real Exiftence 5 but that it
i not tobe feemy bmt when it pleafés the Ar-
1if} to make it appear. :
The Stone 1s likewife no lefs Invifible in
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form,
the Principle of its admirable Facultics, f}'?r
' this

[
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this Principle, this Energy of the Stoné,
and that Spirit in which refides the Efficacy
of its Tinture, is a pure Aftral impal- .
pable Eflence, that does not manifeft if felf
ut by the furprifing Effets it produces.
The Philofophers often fpeak of their Srone,
as confidered in that Senfe.  Hermes under-
ftands it fo, when he fays, 7'hat the Wind
carries it in ifs Belly ;5 and Cofmapolite is
not remote from this Father of Philofo- |
hy, when he affures, That onr Subjelt is
re the Eyes of all-the World ; tha m
Body can lsve swithowt it 5 that all Creatwres
mé ufe of ity bmt that fow perceive it
Well then," are you not of your: Aathor’s
Sentiment, 'and muft you not confefs, tha
in whatfoever manner you confider, the
Stene, it is truly faid to be Invifible.

PrROPHILUS.
I muft have either Senfe nor Reafon,
if I fhould not confent to a Truth, thit
you make me as it were; touch with my
Finger, unfolding to me at the fame time,
the moft obfcure, and moft myfterious Senfe
of the philofophical Writings. I find my
felf fo illuminated by what you tell me,
that, methinks, the moft cbicure Authors
will be o longar dark to me ; T thall, how-
. . €VCry

/
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ever, be obliged to you, if you pleafe to
tell me your Opinion concerning the Pro-
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pofition” that this Author advances 5 (*) 34

That it is not poffible to acquire the Poffelfion
the philofophical Mercury, otherwife than
by the Means of two Bodies, wheresf the one
cannot veceive Perfellion withowt the other.
This Paffage feems to me fo pofitive, and
fo precife, that I doubt not, but that it is
fundemental in the Pra&ice of the Work.

 EUDOXUS.

There is none moft certainly more fun-
damental, fince this Philofopber tells * you
in this Paffage, how the Stone is form’d,
on which is founded all our Philofophy ;
our Mercury or our Stone does indeed
take Birth from two Bodies 3- but Note,
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo-
dies which produces our Adercury, or our

Stone : For I have juft fhewn'you, that

Bodies are contraries, and there can te
no perfet Union made of them ; but our
Stone on the contrary is born from the
Deftruction of two Bodies, which a&ing
one upon the other, as the Male and the
Female, or as the Body and the Spirit, af-
ter a manner no lefs Natural than In-
comprehenfible to r.b;l Artift, who lends it

the
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the requifite Help, do intirely ceafe to be
that which they were before, to bring forth
a Produ&ion of a miraculous Nature and
Original; and which hath all the neceffary
Difpolitions to be carried by Artand Nature,
from Perfection to Perfection, to a fovereign
Degree, which is above Nature it felf.
Remark alfo, that thofe two Bodies
which deftroy themfelves, and confound
themfelves one in the other for the Produ-
&ion of a third Subftance, and of whom
the one holds the place of Male, and the
other of Female, in this new Generation,
are two Agents, who ﬁripping themfelves
of their grofleft Subftance in this A&ion,
change their Nature to bring forth a Son,
of an Original more noble, and more
illuftrious than the Parents that give him

‘Being, and in being Born, he carries vifi-

ble Marks, that evidently fhew, that Hea-

ven prefided at his Birth.

Remark, moreover, that our Stone is

‘born again many feveral Times, but thatin

every one of its new Births it ftill draws its
Rife from two Things. You have been
juft now thown how ig begins to be bornof

‘two Bodies ;  you have feen that it efpoufes

-*a celeftial Nymph, after it has been flript

of its terreftrial Form, to make but one

fole
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fole and fame Thing with her 5 you muft
know alfo, that after the Stone hath appear-
ed 2 new, under a terreftrial Form, it muft » = ~ °
again be Married to a Spoufe of its own
Blood ; fo that there are flill two Things
which produce one [ Thing] only of one fole
and fame Kind ; and as it is a certain Truth,
that in all the different States of the Stone,
the two Things that are united to give it
a new Birth, come from one fole and fame
Thing ; it is alfo upon this Foundation of X
Nature, that Coftmepolize fupports an incon= ¢ ¢y, .
teftable Truth in our Philofophy, that is o
to fay, That of one is made two, and of two
one, in which all Operations, Natural and Phi- %
lofophicaly are terminated withomt any Polfibili-
1y of going fsrther.

PrROPHILUS.

How abftrufe foever thefe fublime Truths
are, you render them fo intelligible, and
fo palpable to me, that I conceive them
almoft as diftin@ly, as if they were mathe-
matical Demonftrations. Permit me, if you
pleafe,” to make fome further Enquiry, that
fo I-may have no firther remaining Scru-
ples about the Interpretation of this Author.
I have very well comprehended, that the
Stone born of two Subftances of onc fame
' T H 2 v Klnd,
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Kind, is one whole Homogeneity, and a
third Being, endued with two Natures,
which renderit of it felf fole fufficient to the
Generation of the Son of the Sun ; but yet
I do not very well comprehend, how this
3. Philofipher ‘underftands, (¥) Thar t'hem:Z *t
T hing whereof the wniverfal Medicine is madey «
is the Water,y and the Spirit of the Body.

EVDOXUS.

You would find the Senfe of this Paflage
felf-evident, if you did but recollect - your
felf, that the firft and moft important Ope-

« «  ration of the Pra&ice of the firft Work, isx4
« to reduce ‘into Water that Body, which is+
~ our Stone, and that this is the moft Secret »
v Point of our Myfteries. T have fhewed.

you, that this Water muft be vivified and -
fertilized by an aftral Seed, and by a cele- -
ftial Spirit, wherein refides the whole Effi-»
cacy of the phyfical Tin&ure: So’ that if »
you well. refle& upon it, you will confefs,
that ‘there is no Truth in our Philofophy,
more evident than ‘what your Author here
advances, i. ¢ that one only Thing, where-
of the-Sage hath need to'mak:;f Thingss
Zs no other than the Water and the Spirit of the -
Body. The Water is the Body, and the
~Soul of our Subjet, and the aftral Seed }:S :
et L e
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the siiﬁt of it ; and it is tberefore'tbét
the Philofephers affure, that their Matter has
a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit.

PrROPHILUS.

« T confefs my Inattention, and that had

« I well confidered, I had formed no man-
ner of doubt upon this Paffage ;. but here is
another, which, however, is no great Sub-
je& of Scruple; but neverthelefs, I could
with to know your Senfe of thofe Words,
viz. that the only Thing which is the
Subje@ of the Are, and has not its like in

xthe World ; (¥) is yer vile, and-to be bad 36..

v for lirtle coft. T

) EUDOXUS.
This Matter, {o precious by the excellent
- Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, is
- truly mean, with regard to the Subftances
from whence it derives its Original. Their
Price is not above the Ability of the Poor.
Ten Pence is more than fu%cient o pur- . .
chafe the Matter of the Stone. But the
Inftruments, and the Means that are necef-
fary to {purfue the Operations of the Art;
require fome fort of Expence; which makes
Geber fay, Thas the Work_is ot for the Poor.
The Matter therefore is mean, confidering
. > O the



102 The HERMETICAL

the Foundation of  the Art becaufe it cofts
but very little; it is no lefs mean, if one con-
fiders exteriourly that which gives it Per-
feGtion, fince in that regard it cofts nothing
at all, in as much as all the World bas it i

. » #s Powers fays Cofmopalite; fo that whe-

- ther you diftinguith thefe Things, or whe-
ther you confound them, as the Philofaphers
do, to deceive the Sot and the Ignorant, it is .
a conftant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing
mean in one Senfe, but that in another it 1§
moft precious, and that there are none but
Fools that defpife it, by a juft Judgment
of God. ‘

PrROPHILUS.

I fhall now be quickly as well inftru&ed
as I can with; do me only the Favour to
tell me, how one may know which is the
true way of the Philofophers 3 - becaufe they
defcribe many different, and often in Ap-
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled
with an Infinity of various Operations ; as

~ Conjunétions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se-

\ parations, Sublimatjons, Diftillations, ‘Cage
Y tions, Fixations, Deficcations, concern-
ing each of which they make whole Chap-
ters ; which throws the Artifts into fuch a
Labyrinth, that "tis fcarce poffible for them to

o o ' © extricatg
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~ extricate themfelves This Philofopher, me-
thinks, infinuates, that as in this great Art,
there is but one Thin%; fo neither is there

but one way, for which he gives no other
Reafon but this ; he fays, (*) That the So- 37.
‘lution of the Body is not made but in its owm ~ . .
Blood. I find not any Thing in this whole
Treatife, wherein your Inftruétions may
-prove more neceflary to me, than upon this
Point, which concerns the Pra&ice of the
Work, upon which all thesPhilofsphers make
Profeffion of Silence: Ibefeech you, there-

fore, not to deny me your Direttions in

fo needful a Point. :

EUDOXUS.

It is not without a great deal of Reafon
that you make me this Requeft, it Regards
the effential Point of the Work, and I could
heartily wifh it were in my Power to anfiver
as diftin®ly to this, as I have done to divers
of your otﬁer Queftions. I proteft to you,
that T have every where told you the Truth;
and I will ftill continue to do fo ; but you -
know, that the Myftesies of our facred -
Sciences may not be taught, but in myfte-
rious Terms : T will, however, tell you
without any Ambiguity, that the general \
Tntention of our.Art, is exactly to purify,

H 4 and
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. v~ and to fubtilize a Matter of it feif unclean »
and grofs. And this is-a moft important
Trui that deferves you fhould make Re-

‘fle®ion upon it. g
: Remargm’that to attain this End, man
“Operations are requifite; which tending all
bur to one 4nd the fame Scope, are not-in the
4% main confidered by the 'Pg'iajéphcr:, but as
! one fole and fame Operationrdiverfly ¢on-

¢ 4.« tinued. Obferve, that Fire feparates at firft «
/7 < the heterogenous Parts, and conjoins. the ho-

« mogenous Parts of our Stone'; that the-fecret »

N < Fire produces afterwards the fame Effedt; =
+ ¢ ¥ ~but-mowe efficacioufly in introducing into
~ «the Matter a fiery Spirit, which opens in-
_~ ~teriourly the fecret Gate which fubtilizesand
"~ 7 ifublimes the-pure Partsy Tparating them
= “<from thofe that are terrefiffat and aduftible.
.. =¥ The Selution which is afterwards made by
= - = the- Addition of-~-the—aftral Quinreffence,
o which animates the Stone;emakes a third
'Depuration of it, and Diftillation compleats
it entirely ; thus purifying and fubtilizing the
Stone by many different Degrees, to which
the Philofopbers ufe to give the Names of as
“many feveral Operations, and of Converfi-
on of Elements, it is exalted to that Per-
fe&tion, which is the nigheft Difpofition to

* condu® it to plufguam Perfettion, by s -
Regimenr
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Regiment proportioned to the final Inten-

tion of the Art, that is to fay, unto per-

fect Fixtion. You fee now, that to fpeak
properly, there is but one way, as thereis

but one Intention in the firft Work, and

that the Philofophers defcribe not many ways,

but becaufe they confider the different De- 2}
grees of Depurations, as fo many Operati- “
ons, and different Ways, with defign (ss . .
your Author-wery well Remarks,) tocons =
ceal this admirable Art. '

* ... As to the Words by which your Aue

L3

thor concludes, 7. e. that the Solution of Y .‘”
the Body is nét made but in its own Blood; < 7

‘I muft;make. you obferve that in our Art,

there is in three different Times, threcefe x - 7
{ential Solutions made, wherein the Body » ~. '
is not diffolved but in its own Bl;ﬁ, and

that is in the Beginning, in the Middle, - .

and at the Endj%" the Work ; take

Notice of this. I have already thewed you,
that in the principal Operations of the Art,
there are always two Things which produ-

ces one, that of thofe two Things, . one
fupplies the place of the Male, and the
otrler of the Female ; one is the Body,
the other is the Spirit : You muft make
here the Application of it, 4 e. that in - .
the three Solutions that I mention to you,

the
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<~ % the Male and the Female, the ngl_ and
the Spirit, -are no other Thing, but the
Body and the Blood, and that thefe two
Things are of one fame Nature, and of
one fame kind ; fo that the Solution of the
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of
the Male by the Female, and that of the
Body by its Spirit. And this is the order
of thefe three 1mportant Solutions.
- In vain you would attempt by Fire the
true Solution of the Male in the firft Ope-
ration, you could never fucceed in it, with- -
out the Conjun&ion of the Female; it is
in their mutual Embraces that they con-
found and change each other, to produce
one whole Homogeneity, different from
¢ them both.  You would' in vain open and
fublime the Body of the Stone, it would be’
intirely ufelefs to you, unlefs you made it
eff oufg the Wife which Nature hath defign-
ed for it ; fhe is that Spirit, Ygom whence
the Body hath drawn its firft \Original ;
which Body diffolves therein as Ice does
at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has
very well Remarked.  In fine, you would
attempt in vain to make the perfe& Soluti-
on of the fame Body, if you fhould not
~. ~ reiterate upon it the Affufion of its proper
Blood, which is its natural Menfbraum, its
Wife’
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith
it fo intmately unites, that from thence--
forth they become but one fole and fame
Subftance. “' -

PrROPHILUS.

After all this which you have revealed to
me, T have nothing more to ask youabout the
Interpretation of this Author. I do very
well comprehend all the other Advantages.
that he a({:)ribcs to the Stone, more than to

. Gold and Mercury. 1 do alfo conceive how
the Excefs of the Rage of thefe two Chame
pions, tranfported them to join their Forces,
to vanquith the Stone by Arms, not being
able to fubdue it by Reafon; but how 1s

X

it to be underftood, Thas the (*) Stome 39

devour’d them, and fallowed them both wp,
fo that there remgin’ d not any Track_ of them.

EUDOXUS.

Know you not that the great Hermses
fays, That the Stome is the firong Force of
all Forces ; for it will vanguifb all fub-
tile Things, and will penctrate every folid
Thing. And your Author exprefles the
very fame Thing here in other Terms to
teach you, - that the Power of the Stone
is fo great, that nothing is able to refift IIt

t

-
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It furmounts indeed all the imperfe& Metals,
tranfmuting them into pe Metals in
fuch a manner, that there remains no Traét
of what they were before.

PrROPHILUS.

© T very well comprehend thefe Reafons,
ahd yet I:have fhill remaining one doubt
touching perfe€ Metals';” Gold, for Exam-
ple, ‘is a Metal conftant and perfect, which,
therefore, methinks, the Stone fhould no
be able to devour. .

EUDOXUS.

Your doubt is groundlefs ; for as the
Stone, ftrily fpeaking, does not devour
imperfect Metals, but fo changes their Na-
ture, that there remains nothing to know by
what they were before ; fo ntie Stone not

X being able to deftroy Gold, nor to tranfmute
= itinto a more perfect Metal, tranfmutes i
~mto a Medicine a thoufand Times mowe
=perfe& than 6old, fince it can then tran-
mute a thoufand Times as much imperfe&
Metal, according to the Degree of Perfe-
¢tion that the Stone has receiv’d of the Art.
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PrROPHILUS.

1 perceive the little Foundation there was
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there is
fo much fubtilety in the leaft Hints of the
Philofophers, that you ought not to think it
ftrange, that I have often ftuck upon Thin
that ought elfe to have sppeared to me futh-
ciently intelligible of themfelves. I hawe
no more but two Queftions to ask you,
and they are on the Subje& of the two Ad-
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons of
the Sciegcel; touching the rnanl?er of Proceed- -
ing, and the Scope they ought to propofe te
:Il:%mfelvcs in .thl:ier Slechgof’ thf ugﬁrerﬁl

Medicine. He advifes themy in the Heft
Place, to {harﬁcn their Minds; to read the
Wiritings of the wife Men with Prudence,
to Labour with Exanefs; to proceed with-
out Precipitation in a Work fo precious :
X Becaufe; fays, he (*) That it bas its time .
x ordained by Nature ; even as the Fruits which 39
xare spon the Trees, and the clufter of Grapes
wthar the Vine bears. 1 conceive very wgll
the Ufefulnefs of thefe Counfels; bur pray,
be pleafed to explain to me, how this Limi- -
sation of Time is to be underftood.

E T-
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EFEUDOXUS.
Your Author fufficiently explains it to you
* " by the comparifon of Fruits, which Nature
produces in their due Seafort 3 thisCompa=
rifon is Exa&: The Stone is a Field which
the Wife cultivates, into which Art and
Nature have put the Seed, which is to pro-
duce its Fruit. And as the four Seafons
of the Year are neceffary to the perfe&
Production of Fruits, fo the Stone has in
‘like manner its determinated Seafons. Its
” Winter, during which Cold and Humidi- s«
* ty have Dominion in this Earth thus pre-
o and fowed. TIts Spring, wherein the w .-
“ = philofophick Seced being warm’d; " gives
Signs ~of - Vegetation and Increafe; its
Summer, during which its Fruit ripens, -
-and ‘becomes proper to Multiplication ; and
“ its Autumn, in which this Fruit being .
‘perfe@tly Ripe, rejoices the Wife that have
- the good Fortune to ia;ther it.
To leave you nothing to defire upon
“this Subject, I muft here make you obferve
three Things. Firff, That the Sage ought to
imitate Nature in the Practice of the Work ;
and as this wife Worker [%iz. Nature] can
produce nothing perfe®, if its Motion be
made violenty fo the Artift ought to (uffgr “a
the
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the Principles of his Matter to a& interi-
ourly, by exteriourly adminiftring a Warmth
or Heat proportioned to its need, The
Jécond Thing is, that the Knowledge of x ..
the four Seafons of the Work, ought to
be a Rule, which the Wife thould follow
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in
Proportioning it to each, according as Na-
ture fhows 1t, who has need of lefs Heat
to put the Trees in Blofforn, and to Form
the Fryit, than to make them perfectly Ripe.
‘Thirdly, That though the Work has its four
Seafons, fo as Nature has, it does not fol- ~ .. .

s low that the Seafons of Art, and of-Na- -

ture, muft precifely anfwer to each other, .

* the Summer of the Work may happen with- » « «
out Inconvenience in Nature’s Autumn, and -~

its Autumn in her Winter. Tt fuffices, -
~ that the Regiment of the Fire, be prepor- .
tion’d to the Seafon of the Work; 1t is -
- in'that only, that the great Secret of the -
Regiment confifts, for which I cannot give -
you a more certain Rule. ‘

L

PrROPHILUS.
By this Reafoning,and by this Similitude,

you give me an opcn View upon a Point,
of which the Philofeghers have made oni:l of
' . their
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" their greateft Myfteries; for the DoGrine of
the Regiments is not to be learn’d by their
Writings, but I-fec with an extream Sa-
tisfaGion, that in imitating Nature and Be-

» x w ginning the order of Seafons of the Work

« by the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wife

«to judge, how by the divers Degrees of

«wHeat, which anfwer to thofe Seafons, he

~can affift Nature, and bring the Fruit of

~this philofophical Plant to a perfect Ma-

*'turﬂ'o .

y Author in the fecond Place advifes
the Sons of Art, to have Uprightnefs of
Heart ; and to propofe to themfelves an ho-
neft End in this Work, declaring pofitive-
ly to them, that without thefe good Dif-
pofitions, they muft not expect a Bleffing
from Heaven upon their Labour, upon
which all good Succefs depends. He aflures,

40. That (*) God does not communicate fo grea
a Gift, bmt tothofe thar willmake a good uf¢
-of it 5 and thar he deprives thofe of ity who
defign to ufe it for Commiffion of Evil. This
feems to be no other than a manner of
ufual fpeaking with the Philofophers ; pray
tell me what Refletions ought to be made
upon this laft Point :

E V-
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. -EUDOXUS. :
" You are fufficiently iftructed in‘our Phi-
lofophy, te comprehend, that the Pofleffi-
on of the univerfal Médicine, atid of the < - -
great Elixir, is of all worldly Treafures-the
oreateft, ‘thé ‘moft real, and the moft valy -
g;that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenfe -
Riches, Tupream Dignities, and all the -
Greatnefles of the Earth, ate not cofnpara- -
ble to this precious Treafure, which is the
fole temporal Good, able to fatisfy the
Heart of Man. It gives t6 him that pof-
fefles it, 4 long Life, exernpt from all forrs
of Infirmities, and puts into his Power
more Gold and Sikve than is pofleffed by
all the moft mighty Monarchs together.
This Treafuré hath moreover this particu-
lar Advantage, above all other Bleffings of
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him-
Fif perfeitly fatisfied, even with its only -
Contemplation, and that he can never be
troubled with the fear of lofing it.
You are likewife fully convinced, thie

God governs the World ; that his Di-
vine Providence caufes, that there reigns
an Order, which his infinite Wifdom %ns
eftablithed in it from the beginning of
all Agesy and that this Providence is nI:st

' - I that
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor ~
that pretended Chain of Caufes, or that ne- -
ceflary Order of Things, that muft make
them follow without any Diftin&ion : But -
on the contrary, you are well perfuaded,
.that the Wifdom of God prefides qver all -
the Events that happen or appear in the
‘World.

Upon the double Foundation, which thefe
.two Reflections.eftablifh, you cannot doubt
but that God who “difpofes Sovereigaly of
all the Pofleffions in the World, never per-
-mits that thofe who apply themfelves to the
Search of this precious Treafure, with defign
to make a bad ufe of it, fhould by their En-
-deavours come to its Pofleffion ; really what
‘Mifchiefs might not be caufed in the World
by a perverfe Spirit,  who would have no
-other Aim but to gratify his Ambition,
and to indulge his Lufts, if he had i
his Power and Pofleffion this certain Means
of executing his moft criminal Enterprizes.
Wherefore the Philgfophers, who' perfedly
know what Mifchiefs and Diforders might
accrue to civil Society, if the Knowl
of this great Secret were Revealed to
impjous, do .not treat of "it,* but with fear,
nor fpeak of it, but enigmatically, to the
end, that it may not be comprehended, but

10t Be ¢ by
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by thofe whofe Study and Endeavours God
will blefs. SEETURE
 PTrROPHILUS. )
There can be none that are of good
Serfe, and who fear God, but muft agree
in thefe Sentiments, ahd_muft be fully per=
fuaded, that to fuycceed in fo gredt and o
important an Entetprize, the Divine Good--
nefs is ro be ing';?anﬂy, fupplicated to illu-
minate our Minds; and to give his Blef
fing to our Endeavoyrs. It only remits,
thit I return you moft humble Thanks, that
you have been pleafed to treat me as a Son of
the Science, to difcourfe with me fincerely,
and to inftrut me-in fo grear Myfterres, as
dearly; and as mtelligible, as §4awfil o
do, and as T wquld reafonably defire. I
proteft to you, that my Acknowledgment
fhall hftsslong asmy Life. -~

I3 ALETS
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LE'I TER

To the true

- DISCIPLES
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‘ CONTAINING
Six principal Keys of the fecret
~ Philofophy.
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the Example of many Mafters in this grcat
Art 5 T would endeavour to convince tl;gﬁ.
re
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fort of Wits of their Errors, by demon-
ftrating to them the Solidnefs of the Prin-
ciples of our Science fupported by the
Laws, and by the Operations of Nature, -
and I would fpeak but flightly of what
belongs to the Praice: But as I have a
quite different Defign, and that I write
only for you, the wife Difciples of Her-
mes, and true Sons of the Art, my only In-
gention is to ferve you as a Guide in a way
o difficult to be follow’d. Our Pratice .
is in Effe® a track in ‘the Sands, where
one ought to condu@ one’s felf rather
by the North Star than by any Footfteps x
which are feen imprinted there.  The Con-
“fufion of the Tracks, which an almoft in-
finite Number of People have left there, is
fo great, and one finds fo many different
Paths, which almoft all of them lead into
moft frightful Defarts, .that it is almoft im-
poflible not to ftray from the true Road,
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven
have happily known how to ﬁmi, out and
.to difcover. .
This Confufion flops the Sons of Art
at once ; fome in the beginning, o-
thers in the middle of thjs philofophical
Courfe, and fome even when they ap-
proach nigh the End of this painful Jour-
| { I3 ney,
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ney, and when they begin to diftover
the happy End of their Undértaking ;
but perceive not, that the litrle of the
Way which rémains fot then o go, it
the moft difficult.. They know 'r’xoﬁo that -
the envious of their good Foftune have
dug Ditches and Precipices in the miitdle
'df%he. Way, and that fot watit of know-
. inf the fecret Windings, whereby the: Wife
" avoid thofe dadgerous Starés,..they sinhip¥< *
NS F’ily lofe all the Advintage which the
.« had got, at the-fime timé—wheh th
imagined to have furmointed all ché Dif-
ficutiess - S
"I vow fincerely to You, that the Pradice
. of our Arc.;. is the moft difficulé Thing of
‘the World, not in regard to its Operd- |
tions, but in refpe@ of fﬁ—ﬁmﬁl
“which ar¢ in_ity to learn it diftin&l fF(;:lrJ
‘the_Books of the Philafophers : ¥Bf' i
Phy of Child e Reé%"‘
Play of Children; on the other it req
mé%ﬂﬁﬂ’e’a?ch for the Truth by their é

“Latotr;md their Study, a profoiind Know=
ledge of the-Prineipless-and of the Clpera~
" tions of Nature in the three - Kinds; bat ~
. particularly in ‘the mineral and metallick
" Kind. *Tis a grear Point 6 find ot the
- true Matter, which s the Subjé& of our
ST e ‘ wm*:

2
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Work; you muft for this pitrce theough
athoufand obfcure Vails, wherewith it his
been fpread over.; you muft diftinguith it
by its praper Name, among a Million of upe,
common Names, whereby the. Philg/ophers
have differently expreft it; you muft un-
derftand all the Properties of it, and judge of
all the Degrees of Perfection, which the Arg
is capable of giviag to it; you muft know

¥ xthe fecret Fire of the Wife. which is the x
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our Art; the reft of the Work is found
clearly enough taught in the Books of the
Philofophers, that we have no need of an
~ ampler Explanation. - o )
-+ As there are three Kingdoms [or Reigns]
in Nature, fo there are alfo three Medicines in
our Art which make three different Works
in the PraQice, and which are neverthelefs
but three different Degrees, which raife our
Elixir to its higheft Perfection. Thefe im-
rtant Ozerauons of the three Works, are
y all Philofophers referved under the Key
of the Secret, to the End that the facred
Myfteries of our divine Philofophy may:
.. . mot be revealed to the Profane; but to you
« =who are the Sons of the Science, and can
~ underftand the Language of the Wife, the
« Locks fhall be opened, and you fhall have
the Keys of the precious Treafures of Na-
ture and of Art, if you apply all your Mind
to the Underftanding of what Ido defign
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is
neceffary for thofe, who are predeftinated
‘as you are, to the Knowledge of thefe fub-
lime Myfteries. I will put into your Hands
fix Keys, wherewith you may enter into
-the Sa'n&ua:{ of Philofophy, open all its
“Recefles, and arrive at the {I nding of
_ the moft hidden Truths, T
. - 7
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- The firf Key.

~ The firft Key is, that which opens the
dark Prifons, in which the Swiphsr is fhut
up; this 1s it which knows how to extra& the -
Sced out of the Body, and which forms the
Stone of the Philofophers, by the Conjun-
Ction of‘f thﬁ Niale\éz;tc{: the l;cmale ;o thl:
Spirit with the ; of Sulphur wit
.Agfm'nq., Hermes haz manifeftly demon-
ftrated "the Operation of this firft Key, by
thefe Words : In the Caverns of the Metals - ;. -
there is hidden, the Stome which is Venerable,
bright in Colowr, a Mind [ublime, and an
open Sea.  This Stone has a hright glittere w - ..
ing, it contains a Spirit of a fublime Oriw -
inal, it is the Sea of the Wife, in which «
fhey Fifh for their myfterious Fith. The ~
&ame Philofopher does {till more fpmicularly
take Notice of the Nativity of this admi«

rable Stone, when he fays: The King fball
come int of the Fire, and [ball rejoice in bis
Marriage, and the bidden T hings be laid
epen. "Tis a King ¢crowned with  Glory,
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who is
P]ﬂa&d with the Union of the Spoufe, which
is-given-to him. °’Tis this Union which
:im es mapifeft that which before was hid-

en. : :
S But
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* But before I go any further, I have

"a Counfel to give you, which will be

“of no fmall Advantage to you ; thet is, to

~ refle, that the Operations of each of the

. three Works, having a gredt deal of Ama-

" Iopy and Relation to one another 5 the Phi-
lofophers “ do defignedly fpeak in equivo-
cal Terms, to the end thal?hofe who have
not Lynx’s FEyes, urfue wrong, and
be lIo in'~tlufsy Lal;;lrixym}l)i, from :v%gehce 3
is very hard to get out. 1In effe®, when
one imagines, that they fpesk of one
Work, they often treat: of another ; take
heed, therefore, mot to be deceived here.

« ~w s Forit is a Truth, that in each Work -~
'{[ Z’;;,(,i’he wife Artift onght to diffolve the Bo- .
s Aea?d dy with the Spirir, he mult cut off t
7Yt Raven's Hcad, whiten the Black, and ru-
g 7z s, bify the White 5 yet it is properly in the
777" firft Operation, that the wife Artift cuts off
Joer e the Head of the black Dragon, and of the
¢ fead Reven.  Hermes fays, that *tis from thence
* + that our Art takes its beginning. What is #. 1
- born of the Crow, is the bqgimiug of this// %7

* Art. Confider, that it is by the Separati-

- on of the black, foul, and ftinking Fume

- of the blackeft Black, that our aftral;-white;
-and  refplendent ' Stone ‘is formed, which

74/?6'/5 containeth in its Veins the Blood of the
PULO ' Pelican ;

1}
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Pelican 5 *tis at this firft Durification of the -7 /.
Stohey and at this thining Whitenefs, thag » /14,
the firft Key of the firft Work is ended,  «

. The fesond Key, -

The fecond Key diffolvesthe Come
potind, or the Stone; and begins the Sepa~.
tition of thé Elements in a philofophicat
Midtintr 5 thi$ Separation of the Elements:
is not made bt Ny raifing up the fubtile
and “puie Phrts above the dfick -and terres
fiial Pares.  He who knows How to fubw
Tim¢ thie Srone philofophically, juftly des:
ferves the Name of a Philofopher, .fince he

.. ktioWs the Fire of the Wie, which is the
. ofiby ' Inftrument, which can Work i
. Sublimation. ™ No_ Philofopher has ever open-"

Revealed this fecret Fire, and rthis pove
efful Agent, which Works all the Won«
ders of the Art; he who fhall'not under~
ftand it, and not kniow how to diftinguifle
it by the Charalters wherewith I have en-

- féavéured to point it out in the Difcourfe
of Eudoxus and- Pyvephilus, ought o make
a ftand here, and ‘pray to God to make it
clear to him ; for the Knowledge of this
great Secret, 8 rather a Gift of Heaven,
éxdn a Light acquired by the Force of Rea-
foning ; let him, neverthelefs, read the Wri-

" tings



124 The HERMETICAL

tings of the Philofophers ; let him meditate,
a:? above all let him pray ; there is no dif=
ficulty, which may not in the end be made
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer.
Without the Sublimation of the Stone;
the Convérfion of the Elements, and the
Extrattion of the Principles is impoffible ;
« = > and this Converfion, which makes Water
~of Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of Alr,
~is the only Way whercby our Aderemry can
= be pr - Apply your felf then t:z.ow
this_fecret Fire, which diffolves the Stone
naturally, and without Violence, and makes
it diflolve. into Water in the great Sea of
the Wife, by the Diftillation which is made
by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon.
“Tis in this manner that theStone, whichac-
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wife, %hj
becomes fthc'ir Wi:s, Whli1Ch by df;zd Ope- %/,-;,ﬁ |
rations of Art, produces their re&tified Wa- 2o/
ter of Life, andpth‘e“i‘t» moft fharp Vinegar. "‘,’f“f/’}
This Father of our Philofop Z;c Crys out sfa,,
- . concerning this Myflery ; O bleffed warvy Vm’q
. Form, owhich diffolveft the Elements ! The |
. Elements of the Stone could not be dif-
folved, but by this Water wholly Divine ;
-nor could,a perfe® Diflolution be made
of it, but after a proportioned Digeﬂiog
e an

-4
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irid Putrefa@ion, at which the fecond Key
of the firft Work is ended. o
The third Key.
The third Key comprehends of it felf
alone a longer Train of Operations, than all

the reft together : The Philofophers have
fpoken very little of it, feeing the Perfectj-

L

on. of our. Mmm},.dcpends thereon 3 .the ~

fincereft themfelves, as rtephins, Trevifitn, < .

-

Flamel, have paft-in Silence the Pre'Earat’i- -

ons of our Mercury, and there is hardly
one found, who has not feign'd inftead
of fhowing the longeft and the moft im-
ortant of the Operations of our Pratice.
ith a defign to lend youa Hand in this
part of the Way; which you have to go,
where for want of Light it is impoffible to
follow the true Road, I will inlarge my
felf more_than the Philofophers have done,
- onthis third Key, or at leaft I will follow
in an order that which they have faid of this
Subject fo ‘confufedly, that without the In-
fpiration of Heaven, or without the help of
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubtedly

L7 A

in this Labyrinth, without being able to find -

a happy Deliverance from: themce. T am’
fure that you who'are the true Sons of the
Sciences will receive a very great Satisfadti-

: on

Do
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on. in the exghining of thefe hidden My=
fteries, which regard the Separgtion,:.and
the Purification of the Principles of our
YT Mercury, which is, made by a perfet Dif
“- folution. and Glorification: of the Body;
< -whence it had its Nativity, and by .the in-
-~ tinate Union of the Soul with its Body;
*, « _of whomthe Spinit is;the only' Tie which
© » Works this Conjungtion ;. this is the In-
¥ tentions ,an,tc} : ttlile _efl'gn;’lgl,ll:oj t of the O-
~ _perations of. this Key, which terminate.at
Ptl?:Gepemdpnjqf a.new Subflance, infis

- nitely nobler. than. the fifft.

_Afterthat the wife Argfthasmadea Spring
of living Water comne opt pf the Stone;
that he has preft out. the. Juice of the Vine

. of the. Philofopbersy .apd. that he has made
their Wine, he ought, to take Notice, that
in this ‘homogenous Subftance, which ap-
.pears iinder the Form of Water, .there are

three different Subftasices, and three natural

. »» Principles, of.all Bodies : S, Sulphsur; ¢ 1
.and Mercury, which; dxe. 1 e the |
Soul, and the Body, and though they ap-

. pear pure and perfeétly united together,
there ftill wants much of their being fo;
. for when by Diftillation we draw the Wa<

. ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the
- Body remains in the bottom of the Vegf

ike
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fike a-ded, black, and dreggy Earth, which
neverthelefs is mot to be defpifed ; for in
our Subjef tI};bmfishmt;f% which is sot

. The Philofopher - Pontanns pro-
f:ig: that the very guperﬂuities,of; the Stane

. are- converted dnto a true Effence; that he
who pretends to feparate any Thing from
our Subje&, knows nothing in Philofophy,

- and that all whichis therein of fuperfluous,
unclean, dreggy, and in fine, the whole
Subftance of .the Compound is made per-

- fe@ by the A&ion of our Fire. .This Ad-

. vice opens the Eyes of thofe; who to make
-an exa@ Purification of the Elements, and

- of the Principles, perfiiade’ themfklves, that

. they muft only tike the fubtile, and caftia~
way the heavy ; but the Sons of the Seiw
ence mith not to be®ignorant, that the
Fire, and the Sadghur are hidden in ‘the Cen-

. ter of the Earth, and that youmuft wath

v jt,ixi‘a&ly with its § iﬁt{’i to extract loml of
At the Balm, viz. the fixe Salty, which is v «

}&ﬁbd.-ﬁood of onr 'Sgg)gg‘:m the effen-
7 yal. Myltery of this Operation, which is
- not accomplifhed till after a convenient Di-

eftion, and a flow Diftillation. Follow

en, ye Sons of Art, the command which
the Truth«telling Hermes. gives ye, who
fays in ghis place ;: But with this watry Soud,

we

x
4
«

l(‘lli‘
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swe muft mix onr Vinegar, that we e
the fugburms Form ; f‘br when thcfmy P
8 diffobved, it is the Key of Reftoration. You
« . know that. nothing is more contrary than
Fire and Water ; but yet the wife Artift
muft make Peace berween the Enemiesy
who at the Bottom [or’ Radically] love
. one_another vehemently.  Cofmopolite has
told the manner thereof in a few Words :
T'he Things therefore being purgedy make Fire
and Water to be Friends; wb:cf they will eafi-
by do in their Earth which had afcended with .
them.  Be then attentive on this Point,
-. moiften oftentimes the Earth with its Wa-
~ tery and you'll obgin what you feek. Muft
- not the Body be ‘diffolved by the Water,
- and the Earth be petietrated with its Hu-
tidity to be made proper for Generation 2
- According to the Philofophers, the Spirit is £
Eve; the Body is .4dam, they ought to be &2
j8lned for the Propagation of their Species:
Hermes fays the fame Thing in other Terms;
-~ For Water is the flrongeft Nature, which fler-
\ mounts and excites :%e fixed Naure in the
. e Bﬂd)’t that is, rejoices it. ' In EffeQ, thefe
e+ two Subftances, which are of the fame Na-
~ ture; but of two different Sexes, embrace
“ * « one another wish' the fame Love, and the
.~ fame Satisfaction, as the Mae and th¢ Fe-
: T T T male
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tndle, and afcend infenfibly together, lea-
ving but a lirtle Feces in the bottom of
the Veffel ; fo that the Soul, the Spirit,
and the Body, after an exa& Purificati- |
on; appeir at laft infeparably united un-
der a more hoble and fhore Form . «
than it wis before, abd s different from
- its firft liquid Fartn, as the Alcohol of
Wige exally retified; afid accuated with
its Salr; is differeht from the Subftance of
t%;; Wine from whence it has been %rawn;
this Corrparifon is tiot only v ing,
bae it mcrmore gives the go’nsc?;' Sctit;‘ge‘

a precife Kriowledge of the Operations of
this third Key. . )

Our Water is a liviig Spring, which
comes otit of the Stone, by a natural Mira-
cde of our Philofophy. Tbe firff of all
is the Water which fJucth aft of this Stone:
*Tis Hermes who bath pronouriced this,

t. Truth, He acknowledges further;.

t this Water is the Foundation of our
Art. The Philoj‘aﬁbm give it tnany Names ;
for fometimes they .call it Wine, fome-
times Water of Life; foirietimes Vinegar;
fometimes Oil, iccording to the differént

De'grea of Preg&nﬁm; or according to.
the diverfe Effe&s, which. it ¥s capable of
poducing:  Yet T let you krow, that it is
. Ko properly
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wife,
and that in the Diftillation of this divine
Liquor there happens the fame Thing, as

‘m that of common Vine%:rr 5 you may

from this draw a great Inftru&ion ; the
Water and the Phlegm afcend firft ; the
otly Sublftance, in which the Efficacy of
our Water confifts, comes the laft. *Tis
this middle Subftance between Earth and
Waters which in the Generation of the Phi-
lofophical Child, does the Office of the Male;
Hermes makes us take particular Notice of
it by thefe intellihg’ible Words : The indiffe-
rent Ungucnt, which ss Fire, is the Medsum

. berween the Faces and the Water.  He is not

-~ content to give thefe Lights to his Scholars,

bz thows further in his fmdragdine Table, in
what manner they ought to condu& them-
felves in this Operation.  You fball feparate
the Earth from the Fire, the fubtile from
the thick, fiveetly, and with grear Skill. Take
care above all Things not to fmother the
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the
Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Ex~
tra&ion, moft bedone with a great deal of
Judgment, : :

_ It is therefore neceffary to diffolve the
Bedy entircly, to extradt all its Humidity
from it, which contains this precious Sw/-

pher,
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phar, this Balm of Nature, and this worn-
derful Unguent, without which you ought
not to hope ever to fee in your Veflel this < . -
Blacknefs fo defired by all the Philofophers. ~
Reduce then the whole Compound into = - -
Water, and make a perfe@ Union of the
volatile with ‘the fixt ; ’tis 4 Precept of
Senior, which deferves you fhould give
Atrention to it. Tbe‘bigheﬂ Fume, fays
he,  onght to be reduced to the loweft, and
the divine Water s the King defeending from
Heaveny it is the reducer of the Soulto its Bod],
~which it at length revives. The Balm of x v\
Life is hid in thefe unclean Fzces; you -
ought to wafh them with this celefti-
al Water, until you have remov’d away >
the Blacknefs from them, and then your ~
Water fhall be animated with this fiery ~
Effence, which works all the Wonders of
our Aft. I cannor give you a better Coun-
fel about “it than that of the great T#ifhze-
Liftns ; Yow mwf} drive away from the Wa-
" tery the Fume which is mpon ity the Blacknefs
from the Unguent, and Death from the Feces.
But the only Means to fucceed in this
. Operation is taught you by the fame Phi-
lojgvbér, "who adds immediately ; nd this
B Diffolution, which being done; we hcze
. Z,"'},",' KZ, the

\
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the gremoft Philofiphy, and the Secret of all

Secrets. o :
‘Bur that you may not be deceived with

the Term of the Compound ; Iwill tellAve.

‘ .. you, that the Philofophers have two forts of (o

P

~Compounds.. The firft is the Compound
of Nature ; ’tis that whercof I have {poke
in the firft Key; for it is Nature which
makesit, in 2 manner incomprehenfible to the

" Anilt, who does nothing but lend a Hand
. to Nature, by the adhibitioh of external

Things, by the Means of which fhe brings
forth and“ﬁrodu'c'esv this admirable Com-
pound. The fecond

Art; ’tis the wife M:
the fecret }_Jnion of
Volatile, perfeGly con;
dence wlfiirh canybe a

of a profound Philo

. pound of Art is no

10 the fecond, as in
it is always the Artifl
ber defines it a Mi
and Salpbur, that is 1
and the Fixt, which
are volatilized and fi
perfect Fixity. Coh

- Nature, you'll fee

never produce Fruit,
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu-
midity would remain always Barren, if it
were not retained and fixt by the Drinefs
of the Earth. . .

You ought then to be certain, that one
cannot have 3ny good fuccefs in our Art;
if you do not in the firt Work purify

the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth: Jerper

If you do not whiten thefe foul and black .

Fzces, to feparate from thence the white ~« - -

Sulphnr, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wife, -

which is their chafte Dians, who wathes

her £If in the Bath, All this Myftery «
is but the Extra@ion of the fixt Salt of
our Compound, in which the whele E< «

nergy of our Aercary confifts.  The
Water which afcends by Diftillation, car-
ries up ‘with it 3 part of this fiery Salt;

AN

7 A

fo that the Affufion of the Water'on the -,

Body reiterated many times, impregnates,
fattens, and fertilizes our Adercwry, and

makes it fitting to be fixt, which is the - .

end of the fecond Work. One cannot
better exphin this Truth, than Hermes has
done by thefe Words: When Ifaw that
the Waser_began by Degrees to. become {thicker
and harder, Fdid rejoice, for Icertainly knew
thas I [onld find whae 1 fought for. =

' %
K3 Tho'
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Tho’ you might have but a very indif
- ferent Knowledge of our Art, what I am
oing to tell you will be more than fufs
zcient, to make you apprehend, that all the
+ Operations of this Key, which put an end
to the firt Work, 'ar¢ no other than to
igeft, diftil, cohobate, diffolve, feparate,
-and conjoib, the whole with Sweetnefs
and ‘Pauence: Thus you will have net
only an entire ExtraGion of the Juice of
the Vine of the Wife; bur furthermore,
you will poflefs the true Water of Life;
and Ilet you know, that the more you
fhall retify it, and the more you fhall
work upon it, the more Penetration and
Virtue it will acquire ; the Philofiphers have
not given it the Name of the Water of
Life, but becaufe it gives Life to the Me
tals; It is rpmperly called the great Luna»
7id, bécaufe its Brightnefs wﬁ'e'r_e“"wuh it
Shines : They alfo call it a fulphureous STb»
ftance, a Balm, a Gumm, the vifcous Hu-
midity, and the moft fharp Vinegar of the
1 hilofophers, &c,
*T1s not without Reafon that the Phils-
W # . fophers give this mercurial Liquor the name
W, of a Powtick Waer, and of a moft fharp
e Yl Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is the
[ true, Charatter of its Vertue, There hap-

~ 14

arla
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alfo in its Diftillation, as I have alrea-
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens in x «
that of Vinegar : The Phlegm and the
Water arife firft, the fulphureous and the
faline Parts afcend the laft ; feparate the
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water _«-
and the Fire together, the Adercary with
the Swlpbur, and you fhall fee at laft the ZarderA5
blackeft Black, you will whiten the Raven, /%240 -
and rubefy the Suar. P
Since I fpeak only to you, ye true Scho-
lars of Hermes, 1 will reveal to you one'
Secret, which you will not find entirely in
the Books of the Philofophers. Some of
them only fay, that of their Liquor
they make two AMercuries, the one White, Asro #lers.
and the other Red. Flomel Las faid morc 4 ite=A
pﬁrticularly, that one muflt mt;lke uga!oF (rhrrn .
w the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi- ¢,, /44
tions to_the Red ,U he gives Notice to ‘the Inbitst
Soms of Art, not to be deccived in. this
Point ; he aflures you alfo, that he had
therein been himfelf deceived, if Abrabana
the Few had not informed him of it
Other Philofephers have taught, that the
%% white Mercury is the Bath of the Moon, A& o
¥ and that the red Aercury is the Bath of 4,7£ &
the Sun ; but there are” none who have '
been willing to fhow diftinctly to the Sons
CT K 4 of
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of the Science, by what way they ma
-~ thefe two Memg_';}:ies ¢ If yg’n a;yprehm
me well, you have this Point already cleared
v 42 76 up to youl;e Tge Lunaria mdm}vlv,hﬂ, <
¥ Mercury, the moft fharp Visegar isthered -
» UmSs Mercury ; but the better to determine thefe
> Re? g"two Nercaries, feed them with Fleth of
their own Species ; the Bloog of Inno-
cents, whofe Throats are cut, that is to
_ fay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath
w{xere the Sun and Moon go to Bath thems
O ave unfold fhee
I have unfolded to you a great Myft
1y, if you refle& wellyon it ;grtcﬁe Philofo~
phersy who have fpoken thereof, have paft
over this important Point very {lightly,
 Cofmopolite has very wittily mentioned it
- by an ingenious Allegory, fpeaking of the
Purification of Mercsry : This wikl be dome,
fays he, if yox fball grve onr old Nian Gold x
and Silver to fallow, that be confume thems,
and at length be alfo dying be barnr. He
makes an end of defcribing the whole Ma-
giftery in thefe Terms; Let his Afbes be
Serow'd_into _the Water 5 boif it smtd it b’;
exongh, and_yon have a Medicine to_cure ¢
Leprofy.  You muft not be ignorant, that
IMan. our old Man is our Mercwry, that this -
Name agices with him, becaufe he is f;hli
r
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firft Marter of all the Metals ; the fame
Philofopher fays, that he is their Water, 1o

Q////ﬂ’

which he gives the Name of Steel, and of sopsm /0.
- the Loadftone, and he adds far a greater o> stes

Confirmation of what I am about to dif-
cover 10 you s If Gold cowples with it eleven
Times, it fends forth its Seed, and is weakened
almoft to Death 5 the Chalybs comceives and
Begers a Son more glarious than the Father.
Behold then a great Myftery, which I re-
veal to you without any Anigma ; this
is the Secret of the two Adercaries, which
contain the two Tintures, Keep them
feparately, and do not confound their Spes
cies, for fear they fhould beget a monftrous
Linage.

1 gn:x only fpeak to you more intelligi»

bly than any Philofopher has done, but I

alfo reveal to you all which is the moft
. effential in the Pra@ice of our Art ; if you

meditate thereon, if zou apply your felf
to underftand it 'well ; but above all, if you
work according to thofe Lights which I give
you, I in no wife doubr, but you will ob~
tain what you feck for; and if you come
not to thefe Knowledges, by the way which
- 1 have pointed out to you, I am very
well affured that you will hardly arrive at
your Defign by only reading the Philofc-

So

a’aZ,A
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% the Source of the Liquor of

phers. Therefore Defpair of nothini 3 fearch
ne_Sages,

*which_contains all_which is neceffary. for

the Work ; It is hidden under the Stone |
ftrike upon it with the Rod of Magick

¥ " * Fire, and a clear Foumtain will iffue out of

o
o .

Ao .
[ yrve

 Enurlibls. '
o frlra b rr//;—-fafﬂ"%um/ .

«t; do afterward as I have fhowil”you,
prepare the Bath of the King with the
1l;.%_il_oog heof the Ign_o;cggg, amf )l;ou v:'rill

ve the animated Afercary of the Wife,
sver lofes 1ts Virtug; if you keep

Vellel well clofed. Hermes fays,

¢ is fo much Sympathy berween

ed Bodies and the Spirits, that

or. quit one another when they are

gether ; becaufe this Union. refem-

of the Soul with the glorified Bo-

dy, after which Faith tells us, that there
fhall be. no more Separation nor Death.

* Becanfe the Spirits defive to be i the cleanfed

Bodies, but baving had them, t/og enliven
them, and dwell in them. You fee by this
the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which
the Philofophers lgave given mare than a
thoufand different Names ; it is the Water
of Life of the Wife, the Water of Diana,
the great ‘Lunaria, the Water of Argeme
wive ; it is our Mercury, our incombuftible
Oil, which jn the Cold is congealed like
Ice’

gmm-/a e ,7( ,‘;‘M/w.
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Ice, and is melted with Heat like Butter ;

Hermes calls it the foliated Earth, or the % x -

Earth of Leaves, not without a great deal
of Reafon 5 for if you well obferve, it is
all Leavy ; in a word, it is the moft ¢l

Fountain, which Count Trevifan makes men-

WX N

tion of; in fine, it is the great Alchaheft »

which radically diffolves the Metals ; it is
the true permancnt Water, which after ha-
ving radically diffolved them, is infeparably
united to them, and increafes the Weight
and the TinCture, ‘

: The fourth Keys . =3

The fourth Key of the Art, is the En
trance of the fecond Work ; °tis that which
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is
but this only Water in the World, which
by a bare Boiling can be converted into.
Earth, becaufe the Adercury of the Wife
carries in its Center its own Swlphur, which
coagulates it. . The Terrification of the Spi-
rit 1s the only Operation of this Work 3
boil then with Patience ; if you have pros
ceeded well, you will not be a long time
without feeing the Marks of this Coagu-

lation, and if they appear not in their time, .

they will never appear ; becaufe it is an un-
doybged Sign, dgat you have failed in fome
' ' effential
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effential Thing in the firft Operations ; for

to corporify the Spirit, which is our Aer-
éury, you muft have well diffolved the Bo-

“dy in which the Swjpber, which coagulates

the Aercury, is inclofed. Hermes aflures,

that our mercurial Water fhall obtain all the
Virtues which the Philefophers attribute to

it, when it "fhall be changed into Earth;

dts Force will be entive, if it fhall be com-
werted imo Earth. An Earth admirable for

its Fertility : The Land of Promife of the
Wife, wi:o knowing hew to make the -
Dew of Heaven fall upon it, make it pro-
duce Fruits of an ineﬂgu(;lable Price. Cof=
mopolize very well exprefles the Advaptages -
.~ . of this blefled Earth; He who knowvs how
-\ 26 congeal Water in Heats and to join a Spi-
g it with ity fhall truly find a Thing a thow-
fand T'imes more precions than Gold, and eve~

7y Thisg, Nothing comes near the worth

of this Barth, and’of this' Spirit, perfeGily
bound together according to the Rules of -
_our At 5 they are the true Aerewry, and

the true Subhur of the Philsfaphers, the k-
ving Mak, and the living Female, whe
conzin the Seed which only can begee a

$on more illuftrious than his Parents. Then -
eultivate diligently this precious Earth, moi-

fien it often w.it{ its own Humidity, dry

. R . 14
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i¢ 45 often, and you will not lefs augment
its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fex
tility. , v

The fifth Key. ‘

The fifth Key of our Work is the Fer- - .
mentation of the Stone with the perfeét
Body, to make thereof the Medicine of
the third Order. Iwill fay fothing in -
particular of the .Operation, of the third
Work ; except, that the perfe& Body isa
neceffary Leaven of our Pafte: That the
Spirit ought to make the Union' of the
Pafte with the Leaven; in the fani¢.man-
© ner as Water moiftens the Meal, and dif-

folves the Leaven ‘to compofe a fermgnted
Pafte fit to make Bread. This Cempa-
. rifon is very proper ; Hermes firft made it/
faying. For as a Pafle cannor be fermented
withowt a ferment 5 [o when you fball have
[ublomed, cleanfed, and [eparated the Foubrfs
firom the Feces; when' you wonld foin thems
put 4 ferment in thim, and make the Water
Enrth, thas the Pafte may be made a ferment,
- On'the Subje& 'of Fermentation, the Philafe-
pher repeats here the whole Work, and thows
“that juft {o as the whole Lump of the Pafte
becomes all Leaven, by. the A&ion of the
Ferment, which: hes been added to it; fo

.

all
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all the philofophical Confetion becomes
‘by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer- -
ment a new Matter, and to multiply it
“even to Infinity. -~
If you obferve well how Bread is made,” -
you will find the Proportions which you
ought to keep 4mong the Matters, which
compofe our philofophical Pafte. Do
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea- -
ven, and more Water than the Leaven
and the Meal 2 The Laws of Nature ate
the Rules’ you ought to follow in the
Practice of our whole Magiftery. I have
given you upon all the principal Points, all
" the Inftruions which are neceffary for
you, fo that it would be fuperfluous to
tell you more of it, particularly concern-
.inE the laft Operations, about which the
Philofophers have been lefs referved, than on
“the firft, which are the Foundations of the
Al't. '

The fixth Key.

The fixth Key teaches the Multiplica-
“tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of
the fame Operation, which confifts but in
opening and fhutting, diffolving and coa-
gulating, imbibing and drying; whereby
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug-

mented.
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mented. - As my defign has not been to
defcribe entirely the Pradtice of the three
Medicines, but only to inftru& you in the
«=~Jjnoft important Operations corcerning the 7,.cpq,
» -« Preparation of Mercarg, which the Poilofo- of 77193+
bers commonly pafs over in Silence, to
iide thefe Myfteries from the prophane,
which are only for the Wife; I will tarry
no longer upon this Point, and T will well
you nothing more of what relates to the
Projection of the Medicine, becaufe the
Succefs you expect depends not thereon. - -3
I have not given you very full Infructie
ons but on the third Key, becaufe it con-
tains a long Train of Operations, which-
though fimple and natural, require a great*-
Underftanding of ‘the Laws of Narture, and
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as
a perfe@ Knowledge of Chymiftry, and of
the different Degrecs of Heat, which are
fitting for thefe Operations. :
I have conduéted you by the ftraighe
Way without any Winding; and if you
have well minded the Road which I have
inted you out, Iam fure that you willgo -
raight to the End without ftraying. Take
this in good part frem me in the dcfign
which I haclP of fparing you a thoufand
Labcurs, and a thoufand Troubles, which I

my
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my felf have undergone in this painful Jour<
ne);' for want of e;EOAIE&ancc, fuch a{ this
which I give you in this Letter, which
comes from a fincere Heart; and a tender
Affetion for all the true Sons of the Sci=
. ences I {hould much bewail you, if like me,
- dfter having known the true Matter, you
> fhould {pend fifteen Years entirely in Workyg
- in Study; and in Meditation, without be~
- ing able to extralt out of the Stone, the
. precious Juice which it inclofes in its Bo<
wfom; for want of knowing the fecret Fire

wof the Wife; which makes to ruh out

~this Plant (dry and withered in ﬁypwamc)_ ,
w & Water w?xgh wets ot the Hands, and ):‘X
~«which by a magical Union of the dry Wa«
~ter of the Sea of the Wife; is difidlved in< ~
~to 4 vifcous Waters imto 4 miercmrial Lis ¢
= quors which is the Beginnitg, the Foun- >
= dation, mddrhe !ég olfe our Art ; cotsl\;:rt; S
o leparate, and purify the Elemerts-as T have
Z conry- tha’. “you; and you will -poffels the wrue .
~ 7~ dMercury of the Philofophers, which will give ~
you the fixt Swlpoar; and the univerfal
Medicine. o
But I give you Notice, thit after you
fhall be arrived at the Knowledge of the
© ++ fecret Fire -of the Wife, yet ftill you fhall
not attain your Point at your firft Careery

I have
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¥ have erred many Yearsin the way which ,
remains to be gone, to arrive at the m ﬁeoﬁ?;é?ﬂ
rious Fountain where the King bathes him- £ »
felf, is made Young again, and retakes a
new Life exempt from all fores of Infirmi-
ties. Befidesthisyou muft kdow howta . -
g.:ify, to heat, and to animase the Royal
h; *tis to lend you a2 Hand in this &~ -
cret Way, “that I have expatidted on the - .
third Key, where all thefe Operations are
deferib’d. T with with all my Heart, that
the InftruGtions which I have given you,
may make you go direély to the End. But
x ygemember, ye Sons of the Science, that the
Anowledge of our Magiftery comes rather
by the Infpiration of Heaven, than from
she Lights which we can get by our felves.’
%This Truth is acknowleb?ed by all Philaw .-
fophers ; °tis for that Reafon that it is not ~
enough to Work ; Pray daily, read good .-
“ Books, and meditate Night and Day on the
Operations of Nature, and on what fhe
may be able to do when fhe is affifted
by the help of our Art, ind by thefe
means you will fucceed without doubt in
our Undertaking. This is all which I
to iy to you in this Lerter: I was
pot willing to make you fuch a long
Difcourfc a5 the Matter feemed to de-
S L © mand;

¥ ‘; K% \’;‘\ X
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mand ; neither have I'told you any thing

" but what’s effential to our Krt; foythat it

+ *you know our Stones which is the only
- Matter of our Stone, and if you have the
Underftanding of our Fire which is both
Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of

% the Art, and you can calcine our Stone;
= pot by the common Calcination which is
'« made by the Violence of Fire, but by a
> gmoro hical Calcination which is purely

aturale .

Yet obferve this with the moft enlight-
ned Philofiphers,, that there is ¢his Diffe-
rerl:ce between t\i‘éommo FCdchnd;u:d

von £y i Which is made by Force of Firey
i &[m‘i ,m-:the' flgaxirﬁ%a]?nation; that the firft de-
| ftroys the Body, and confumes the great-
eft Part of its radical Humidity ; but the
x s ~fecond does not only preferve the Humi-
dity of the Bedy in calcining it, but ftill
it confiderably Augments it.
~ Experience will give you knowledge in
the Practice of this great Truth, for you will
in Effe& find that this philofophical Calci-
nation, which fublimes and diftils the Srone
in calcining it, much augments its Humi-
dity ; the Reafon is, that the igneous Spi-
rit. of the natural Fire is corporified in
the Subftances which are Apalogous to it.
: Our
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‘Qur Stone is an Aftral Fire, which {ym- tl)A'd f
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which

as a true Salamander receives its Nativity,

is nourifh’d and grows in the Elementary

Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned

o it.

The Name of the Author in Latin is.
in this Anagram. '

peetar

Dives ficut Ardens S***,
714 pape S
favee . Stivsene.

D/H//Df.f S r/'/z SENCUS.

/ 4 3 6, -‘/a,,b-\? 2 4 5 /314 /2
D) VES s1 8t Ay d erns



| To the RE_ADE'R.

T bas been thought pro-

per (as mentioned in the

Preface) to join with this

Treatife a Tranflation of

THE ANCIENT WaAR
of THE KNTGHTS, done from the
Original German ; that [o the Lo-
vers of this Scienee might be able to
compare it with that done from the
French ; which, by Reufon ofits paf-
fing firftinto Latin, and from thence
into French, bas lofl of its prifline
Senfe, as will be found upan the pe-
ritfal of the fame. And, tomake the
Work (till more compleaty fome An-
notations bave been added (from a
German Edition) upon the moft mate-
rial Points, where the faid French
Tranflation differs from the German
Originals



‘ = The Antient
W ar of the KnigHTs,

Being a fhort Alchymiftical

I',

DIALOGUE

Betwixt our 7 ,
STOoNE, GoLD a4nd MERCURY,

Of the true Matter, of which thofe who-

have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo-
fopher's Stone, by Means of a due Ma-
" nagement, with Help of Luner Pulcan.

Defcrib’d by an Experienc’d Philofopher.
“Franflated from the German Original.

R SRR AN 3'{"!"3‘:’-%':-’."3":'}'35

Difputation of Gold and Mercury, with the
- Stone of the Philofophers.

(S3XTm| Truc Philofipher writes thus : By
;;‘ | God Almighty, and upon my

Oy AlTTs SR
e ¥ 7, Y\% 74’

EZSP Tovers of this excellent Art)
form a fincere Heart, and out of Com-
paffion for thofe which have fought a lon
time in vain, that our (*) whole Worigc
‘ ™ " comes

‘:\;

Salvation, do I tell you (yeu

Te
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w . - comes forth out of one Thing, which is
. compleated in it felf, and needs no more
2. but to be (*) diffolved and recoagulated ; -
~ and this it muft do of it feIf, without all
« foreign Things.
» = » As Ice which is put over the Fire in a
~. dry Veffel, and by Heat turns into Water :
3<(*) In the fame manner it is with our
* Stone, which wants nothing but the help
- of the Operation of the Artift, and of the
* 4.patural (*) Fire. For of it felf it cannot
- do it, although it fhould Yie [or remain]
for ever inr the Earth, therefore it muft be
affifted; yer not fo,. as to join foreign and
contrary Things with it. . But thus,as God
gives us the Corn ip“T® Ficld, and we
muft grind and bake it for to make Bread
5+ thereof : In like manner in this; (*) God
has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar
which we take by it felf; deftroy the gro
Body, extra& the interiour Goodnefs, put
away the Superfluity, and make out of the
Poifon, a Medicine.
That you may underftand this the ber-
ter; I’ll recite you a fine Dialogue and Di-
purationt which happen’d betwixt the Srome
of the Philofiphers, Gold, and Mercwry, by
which thofe who know a little [or in” fome
&. Meafire] how to (*) deal with Metals and
Mineralss
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Minerals, ‘(having. fought a long time in -
~ vain,) may eafily arrive to the true Foun- °
dation. And it will be neceffary, that one

3

o

learn to know (*) the exteriour and intexi- 7,
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth,” .
and what it is radically capable of; [or what" |

ture. ]

tention to fubdue it. . o
~ And Gold began thus in 4 rude manner,
GOLD.

it is capable of by (the Foundation of ) Na-

Gold and Mercury came at a certain time
to a Stone with an armed Hand, in the In-

You poifonous Worm and Dragon, (*) 8

why do you pretend ta be above me and
my Brother Mercury ? Being I am the moft

igh, moft noble, and moft conftant Me-
tal ; and all Princes and Lords, and likewife
all ordinary Men, feek to obtain Riches
from 501' to grow Rich by working with]
me and my Brother Mercury, whereas you
are an Enemy of gl Men and Metals, and
you know, that the Phyficians praife me ex-

ceedingly to be (*) for the Health of g

Men ¢ ,
[* 2] - To
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go whtc]g our}’lStorie anfwereth.

- Dear Gold, why are-you not angry. with

God, and exiquire),r. wh})?he hath not.cre-

.- ated in you, what is found in-me?- -,
... God has given me the Honour, the
Beauty, and the Praife, wherefore, I am de-
fired by.the whole World, and becaufe I
am the:moft- conftant, Metal, in the Fire
and out of the Fire, for that Reafon Iam
loved by. every Body.. But as for you,

10.you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful
and deceive the People ; for one fees, that
you fly away [or efcape] out of the Hands
of thofe that work with you. .

 The STONE.

Déar Gold, ’tis true, God has given you
Honour, Bwutieand Conftancy, for which
you ought to be thankful unto God, and
not defpife others ; but ‘as for your’ difpa-
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ;
and I fay, youare not the Gold, of which

11 1.the Philofephers write, (*) but the fime is

""" concealed within me : For although it is
true that I am Volatile:in the Fire, never-
thelefs you know, that,God and Nature

12. (*) have ordered me thus, and I muft be f(o,

o or

Y
L
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for my Voltility is to the Advantage of the
Artift ; and if he (the faid Artift) . can duly

extra& the fame, yet remains within me the

conftant Soul, which is much more con-
ftant thin you Gold, and all your Brothers
and Companions ;' oo Fire or Water can
confume or deftroy her, as long as ‘the
World lafts. Nor is it to be imputed to
mey that I am fought for by thofe, - who

cannot. duly work -with me, or prepare me, .

and join- often foreign and contrary Thi

with me, fuch asgSVaters and Powd¢=:nn§s,s
whereby they deftroy my innate Nature and
Quality. [of Prgperty.] . Befides this, there

5

is (*) not one in an Hundred, that worksy 5,

with me, but all of them feek to compleat
the Art with you Gald and your Brother
Mm? Wherein however they err, and
work falfely, it being apparent, thar all of
them bririg nothing to effect, but employ their

Gold in'vain, deftroy [or ruin] themfelves

by it, and are reduced to Poverty ; which is
moft to be imputed to you Sol, who know
particularly well, that no true Geld or Sil
ver ‘can be made without me, for I alone
have that Power. Why then do you allow
that almoft.the whole World wor{s chiefly
with, you and your Brother Mercary ? If
then:yqu were indeed fincere, and did de-

S [* 3] - fire
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraife the
People, and warn them to avoid Damages ;
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that
you are the Cheat. - - ,

| ° GOLD. .
- Y'll-prove it by the Philofopher’s Sayings,
that thz Art may }i;e complea/t'm m{ﬁ
my Brother Mercury.  For read Hermes,
14. who fays thus :: (*) The Sun is its Father,
and the Moon is jts Mother, now 'tis I who

am compared to the Sun.

Likewife Arifforle, Avicerm, Pliny, Sera-
“pions Hippocrates, Disfcorides, Mefne, Rafis
: %M? Gebers Raymund Luly, Albkcg;:
Magnus, Armold of V‘, illa-Nova, T homas A~
winas, and many -others, ‘which I omit for
Brevity’s fake; all thefe fay phin and di
ftin&ly, that the TinQures, as well as the
Metalsz,, muft be compofed of Swlpbwr and
1. Mercury, and the (*) Sulphwr muft be red,
incombuftible, and conftant [or fix’d] in the
Fire, and the Aercury muft be bright [or
clean} and clearly purified, and they write
without any winding Expreffions. {or Cir
cumlocution,] ndming fme openly by my
Name, and fay, that-in me Gold, is the
wiell digefted, conftant, [or fix’d] incombu-
ftible, red Swiphur, which is alfo tra ; and it
) 5
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s obvious to every Body, that I am the
moft conftant Metal, . and have the beft Swé-
phur of all, which cannot be confumed by
Fil'ea but isqulte ﬁXCdo R
Then Mercwry affented with his Difcourfes
to what the Gold had advanced, and add-

ed : It were true, what his Brother, the

Gold had told, and might be prov’d by
the aforefaid Mafters. And that likewife
it were known commonly and by every

7

Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16,

were betwixt them two, above all other
Metals; which might eafily be prov’d, by
only this ocular Demonftration, that when
Goldmiths, Orhéf;,ICh like dWorli(hmen will

ild Things, they cannot do without Gold
ﬂl‘g Mrhu;g‘sv’ but take them and put them
together, and unite them with. very little
Pains. What then might not be done, with
more Pains and Diligence, with more Work
and longer Labour ¢

Ow STONE.
- Fhen our Stone replyed ina merry Hue

mour: Truely, you both deferve to be

laugh'd at with your Prodfs; and Iadmire

more efpecially of you Gold, who boaft fo

-very much of your felf to be good for a

great many Things,[¥[or:l Ufc:s,]g that you
L 4.

Ve
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have no more Senfe:than that comes to;
do you think that the old Philofophers have
fitted their Writings barely ‘to the common
literal Senfe or Interpretation, and will be

underftood 'in that manner % :

~GOLD. - .
. The aforecited Mafters have Writ no
Untruth, and they all agree concerning my
Virtue, but there have been fome; who have

fought for my Virtues in other improper

Things, wiz. in various Herbs, Animals,
Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like,
who therefore have err‘md perhaps have
‘Writ erroneoufly too ; but the aforefaid
Mafters have .good Teftimony, that th

have poffefs’d the Art indeed ; -for whic

Reafon their Writings may very well be

A Cl'editho -

The STO N E.

I do no ways doubt, and it is very true
that they have poffefs’d the Art indeed ;
fore however excepted of thofe whom you
-have:quoted. But when they name bare-
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do
it to hide the Art from the fenfelefs [Dun-
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very

welly that fuch only dwell upon Names and

written
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written Proceffes, without meditating fur-
ther ‘upon the Foundation of this Matter.
But the Prudent and Diligent read with
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares
with the other; out of which they get a
Foundation ; finding thus by Speculation, and
from the Philofopher’s Sentences, the true
Matter, which no Philofopher ever named
and defcrib’d openly by its true Name.
‘This they prove themfelves, when they - - -
fay, where we write plaineft, [or open] -ac-
cording to the common Senfe [or Interpre-
tation]g there” we have moft concealed the
Art.  (*¥) But where we fpeak by Para- 17.
bles and Sentences, there we have truly dif-
clofed the Art.  And where they write
of Gold or Mercury, they however foon af-
ter that, tell and exphin themfelves, faying, -«
thae their Gold is no common Gold, nor .
their Mercury common Mercury; by Rea-..
fon; that Gold, becaufe of its PerteGion,
cannot be alter’d or chang’d, becaufe it is
grown already to a quite perfe® Metal; and
although one fhould extratt its Colour a
-hundred Times, -:and Work never fo art-
-ful 'with-it, neverthelefs it cannot tinge any _.
‘more;< than 'juft 6 much as it has Colour
and TinCture in it felf.  Therefore the Phj-
-lofephers fay, (*) If you fearch in imptleg 18 ~ -
: et
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v\  fe& Things, you there will find the Per-
' fection, a¢ you may read in the Rofary.
Likewife Ramund Lully, whom your felf
have quoted as a Teltimony, fays thus:
% ¥ < 'What fhall be meliorated, muft not be per-
~fe& ; nothing is chinged [or altered] in
v perfe& Things, it rather is quite deftroy’d

v and fpoil'd. ,

GOLD.

I know indeed that they fay thus; but
that may be underftood of my Brother
Mercury, who as yet is imperfect; and when
we two mix our felves with each other,
he then is made perfe& by me; for he is
of the Feminine, and I of the Mafculine Sex.
Therefore the Philofophers fay, that the Art
is entirely an Homogeneum. You fee the
fame in Men, that no Child is produced,
‘but by conjun&ion of Male and Female.
And the fame is to be feen in all Animals
which have Life. o

. Ow STONE.
~ Thy Brother Mercary is indeed impere
19, fe& ( ’;) yet therefore is not he the Ader-
\ .cury of the Philofophers: And if you two
:fhould mix your felves together and were
kept in the Fire [or in digeftion] for ma-
ny
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ny Years, it were neverthelefs impoffible -
that you two could really be united toge-
ther ; for as foon as Mercury feels the Fire,
he flips from you going onhigh, and fub-
limes it felf on the top, leaving you in .
in the bottom. Or if you are joind to-
gether with corrofive V\);ters, and are dif-
folved, diftilled, and coagulated, you yield
nothing elfe but a red Powder and Praci-
pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projeti-
on] upon imperfet Metals, it tinges not;
but only fo much of you Gold 15 found
again, as was taken at the Beginning, and
your Brother Mercury efcapes entirely from
you; which the Searchers jn Alchimy have
experienc’d for many Years; and are con-
vinc'd of it by their own no-fmall damage.
But as for your referring to the Sentences
of the Ancients, who fay, that the Art
is wholly an Homogeneum, and that no
Child can be produced but by Male and
Female, which you fancy, the Philofophers.
did to hint at you and your Brother Ader-

by it; that is not thus neither, but
mifunc{;rﬁ‘ood_ by you, altho’ they (writing.
thus) fpeak very .right and proper; for I .. -
tell you in Truth,- that even this is (*) the g
Cornerftone laid by the Ancients, at which,
many Thoufands have ftumbled, Do you

) imaging
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21I.

22.

z3.
.. .be'made ; whereas it is known, that man

imagine it is with Metals (*) juft as with
other Things, which have Life? You fare
if this, as all thofe who work wrongly in
this Art; when you read thefe Things in
ih the Philofspher’s Writings, you do not
meditate on the Scope, and whether it agr

with what has been faid before, -or what is
faid after that; for what the Philofophers have

deferib’d of this Are with fuch- parabolical
Words, 'is folely to be applied to me, and
to no othér Thing in the World; for *tis
I alone that do perform ity and (*) with-
out me no true Gold or Sitver can be made.

- GOLD.- :
" Good God } are you not afraid to com-
mit a Sin, and have no fhame to tell fuch
a Lie? And are you {o audacious, as to ap-
ply [or attribute] folely unt6 you, what fo
many Philofophers and Leatrned Men have
written of this Art in feveral Ages? You,
who .are ‘an"only,. grofs, poifonous, and
unclean Thing, and yet: confefs, that the
Art is an Homogeneum ; and you affirm
befides this, that without you, who are (¥)
the Wniverfll, no true Golf or Silver can

have fought fo' afliduoufly ‘and ‘diligently,
thir- they have found: fome other ways,
T ) which
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which are called particulars, from which
they may have a good Profit.

| Osr STONE. .
My Dear Gold, do not wonder at wha
1 have told you, and do not thus impudent-
ly and imprudendy give me the Lie, be-
“caufe Tam older than your felf. (*) And 24.
although I had. been miftaken in this, you
ought to fpare my Age; for you are not
ignorant, that Age ought to be honour’d.
But to fave my Honour, I'll prove b
the Mafters you have cited, that I fpoke
Truth, whofe Teftimonies [being quoted
by your own felf;] you have no Reafon
to object againft.  And firftly, Hermes fays
“thus : In Truth, without Lie, certain, and
‘moft true, is this, that that which is us-
“der, is like to that which is above, and that
which is above, is like unto that below, (¥) 2.
"by this you may attain to Miracles and
Wonders of one Thing. o
Irem, Ariffle writes thus; Oh! what
a ftrange Thing is this, for it has in it fcif;
all what we ftand in need of ; it kills it fclf;
“and gets Life again of it felf ; (*) it cfpoufes 2 6.
it felf; it begets it felf, and brings forth [er
gene:ates] of it felf; it diflclves it felf in its
“own Blocd, and recoagulates it felf with the
o " fame;
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fame; it grows White and Red of it felf,
and we add nothing more to it, nor do we
change any Thing, only we feparate the
Terreftreity and the Groflnefs from it.

Trem, Plato the Philofopher fays thus of

‘me : "Tis even but one and the fame [or

27 only] Thing in it felf ; (*) ithas a Body, a
Souly a Spirit, and the four Elements, over
which it has Deminion ; and it does not want
to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it
brings forth [or generates it felf] only of it
felf, and all Things are in it. :

Many Teftimonies more of thefe Mafters
could I proffer, but it being unneceffary, I
omit them for Brevity’s Sake.

However, as for Particulars, of which
you make mention, it is thus with them ¢
Some are come thus far, that they have

28, been able to (*) extra® my tinging Spirit,
which they have joined to otﬁer Metals,
and brought it about by many Operations,
that I have participatei' to fuch Metals as’
had any Affinity with me, a fmall Matter
of my Virtue and Power; which, however,
but very few fucceeded in : Likewife did

29. they partly find it by Chance. ‘(*) And by
Reafon that they did not penetrate into the
Foundation, whence Tin&ures come, theres
fore they could mot proceed further, a}x:d

thus
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thus they could not reap v t Advan-

thee}rreﬁom. But Ff tEZAgrL??E (*) had 30.
looked further about for my own [proper]
Wife, and joined [or united] me with her,
I then could have tinged a thoufand Times
more : But they thus fpoiled my Nature
[or Property] with foreign Things. How-
eVer, wrmtcver they found, (although but
a fmall Matter in Comparifon of my true
Power and Efficacy,) it proceeded from me,
and of no other Thing whatfoever.

GOLD. ’

What you have faid is no fufficient
Proof : For although they [the Philofophers}
write of one only Thing, in which are con~
tained the four Elements, and a Body, a
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby infinuate
[l;)r give to underftand] the Tin&ture, after
the 4ame has been compleatly finifhed : It
muft neverthelefs be compofcd in the begin-
ning of me Gold, and my Brother Azer-
cury, we being the Male and Female Seed,
as ‘has been mentioned ; and when we are
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di-
geftion] we then are both [ that] one Thing,
of which they write. :

Onr
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Owr ST ONE.

It is no ways thus ; and I have told you
31. before, (*) that it is not poffible for you
two, [to perform it,] for you two are not
one Body,: but two Bodies, and you are
in the Foundation of Nature [or Radically]
32. contrary to each other. (*) But as for me,
I have an imperfet Body ; a pure, pene-
trating, tinging, and conftant [or fixed]
Spirit; and befides this, a clear, bright, vo-
latile, and moveable Aercury ; and am alone
capable of what both of you together do -
indeed boalt of; but are not able to petform
it ; for in me is the Philofopher’s Gold, and
the Mercury of the Wife., For this Reafon
3. the Ancients fay : (*) our Stone is not Vi-
fible, nor our Aercury to be had, but out
34 of the foft (¥) uncorrapted [or proper] Bo-
dies, and neither of the two can be atmin-
ed without the other ; wherefore I alone
do yield the Male and Female Seed, and
am wholly an Homegenesm ; alfo am I called

an Her odite.

Richardus Anglus too, witnefles the fame
of me, faying : The firft Matter of our
Stone is called Rebis, that is to fay, a Thing,

which
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which by Nature has a double quality [or
pro {concmled initfelf 5 and it is like-
wife call’d an Hermaphrodite, that is, a
Marter, which is not eafily to be diftin-
guifh’d, whether it be a Male or Female ;
y Reafon, that it inclines to both Parts.

17

Therefore a Medicine is made, (*) out of 35.

a Thing, [or one Thing] which is the
Water of the Body and Spirit.

This has occafioned the faying, that this
Medicine has by its e £nigma’s deceived ma-
ny Fools. The Art, however, requires but
one Thing, which is known to every Bos
dy ; many with forit, and yet it is but one

onl{e'l‘hing ; [or Matter;] (*) nothing is3¢.
t com| 1

_ to ity and yet it is mean

and cheap : But for this it ought not to be
defpifed, for it makes and brings forth [er
compleats] admirable Things.

Alanns the Philofipher fays: You Opera-
tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed
Mind in your Work, not beginning and
trying fometimes with one Thing,and fome-
times with another; for the Art confifts not
in Multitude of Species’s, but in Body and
Soul. And fora (certain) Truth, the Me-
dicine of our Stone is one Thing, one Vef-
fel, one Compofition. For the whole [Ma-

o - [**] fterpiece
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rpiece of | Art is n with one Thing,
gtc‘l?is ended with g;gcuThing.; ale
the Philofophers, in order to hide the. Art,
have pretended to point out many other
ways, as for Inflance : continual Coeking,
[or Digeftion,] Mixtion, Sublimation, Trie
turation, and Siccation, and as many other
Names [or Allegories] as the fame may bz
named withal. (*). However, the Soluti-
on of the Body is not brought about, but
in its own Blood.

Geber fays thus : In the Foundation (or
in the Root] of the Nature of Mercury, is
Sulpbur, which perfe@sit, [vi. the Aers

] by cookinﬁ and digefting it during
a long time in the Veins of the Mines.

Thus, my dear Gold, with what has
been faid, you are fufficiently convinced,
that it is only in me, and I alone can per-
form all, without the Affiftance of you and
all your Brothers ; nor do I want you any
ways, atthough all ‘of you want me: [Or
bave Occafion for me:) For I can perfe&

“you all, and- bring you te a higher D
.aan what g':u are by Nature. ~ g

Then the Gold grew angry, and not

-knowing any inore what to anfwer, con-

fulted with 1ts Brother Aercary,.and agreed
‘ upon,
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upon ‘this, that they would affift one ano-
ther, who being two in Number, and our
Stone butdﬁngle, they (becaulfs tl‘;?_( conld

t no Advantage upon it ifputing)
igveould by thci:gedougzn Powz deﬁrlf;git
[or kill it] by the Sword.

But when the Fight began, our Stone if-
{ued Strength, [or Powerja?") and deftroy-
ed and conquered them both: And fwallow-
ed them [in fuch a manner] that nothing at
all was to be feen of them ; nor what was
become of them.

Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear
God, you have here a true and fufficient
Narrative [or InftruGtion] to uaderftand
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheft
and moft precious Treafure. For no Philo-
fopher did ever declare himfelf fo plin and
openly. - o

You therefore want nothing elfe, but
that you pray to God that he may grant
you, to attain to fuch a dear and preci-
ous Jewel : Next -to this quicken your
Thoughts, and: read with Prudence, work
with Diligence, and hafte not in [the Pre-
paration of ] this precious Work 5 for (*) 39¢
1t muft have its matural Time, [or its Time
ordained by Nature,] like Fruit on a Tree,

[*% 1] ot

38.
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or Grapeson a Vine. Be likewife of a good

Will and Intention, or clfe the Lord will

%:nt you nothing ; for God gives it to
40.t fe; who dcfire to do good with it, (*)
and takes it, or detains it from fuch as
would employ it to ill Ufes.

. The Lord give you his Bleffing. Amen,
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Upon the moft
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Material Paffages,

Where the French Tranflation of
THE ANCIENT WAR OF THE
KNicHTS, differs from the Ges-
man Original, -

From a German Edition.

HE Germin Original fays

by Number 4. Ofit felf it

cannot do it, altho’ it [hould

i for ever IN the Earth ;

but the French Tranflation

fays: Thongh it fbonld for

ever remain ON THE EARTH. °Tis
probable the Tranflator into Lavin did fay in
I fad O rerra
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terray which indeed fometimes may be unders
ftood on the Earth, and is taken thus in the
Lord’s Prayer :  Sicwt in Celo ¢ in Terra,
thy Will ‘be done on Earth ; but in this
place it fhould be otherways, viz. s the
Earth. . ‘ .

X

" To which OV R Stone anfwereth;

By Number 9. the German Oriiinal fays<
ut in the
French the word Owr is omitted ; for it fays,
the Stone anfwered. *Tis fuppofed the . Tran-
flator into Latin has omitted firft the word
Our,  not knowing perhaps that there is a
difference between the Stone of the Philofo-
Phers, and between the Stone called thus fim-
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in-
genious Philofopher, would not have omitted
the word Osr, but perhaps rather have gi-
ven a lcarned Explication about it, if fo %:e
he had found it in the Latén Tranflation ;
For when the Philofophers fay, Owr Stome,
they fpeak of it, as in that Condition, when
it is work’d upon to be brought to PerfeQi-
on, and ptu/q[:;» Perfeftion, viz. to the
Quality commonly called, T'be Philofophick,
Stone. But when it is barely called The
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that
Cafe it may be applied to the Stone, either
generally,
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enerally,viz. in all and every one of its States
and Conditions, or elfe it is taken in parti-
cular (to diftinguith the Stone of the Phia
Dofophers, or its Matter) when i 15 ftill un-
der the Operations of Nature, and not yet
brought fo far as that the Artift may afhift
Nature by a prudefit Imitation of lier. But
as foon as the Philofophers work upon it, it Is
then properly and in particular called 7heir
Stone. “Tis true, the Philofophers fometimes

33

confound on pux;pofe thefe two Denomina- -

tions, becaufe of the unworthy ; but fince
the German Philofopher makes fuch a Di-
ftin&tion, the Tranflator into Larin. ought
not to have deprived the Hermetick Difci-
ples of the fame ; for they mi%ht take Oc-
cafion thereby, to meditate, why ’tis called
one time 7he "Stone, and at another time

Onr Stone ; as likewife in what manner the .
Author fpeaks when he calls it merély 7The
Stoney, and what he fays when he diftin--

guifhes it with the word Our. *Twas wrong

therefore to be guilty of fuch ai Omiffion,

-a8 not to give it the Denomination of Owr
Stone, as often as it was found in the German
Original ; but in Lieu thereof, to call ital
ways merely The Stone.

| [*** 2] By
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X

. * * ’

By Number 10. the German Original
fays : Dear Gold, tis true, God has given o
Honosr, Beanty, and Conftancy ; which is ren-
dered by the French in this manner : *Tis
true, my dear Goldy ’tis God who bas giver
you THE Hononr, THE Durability, and
THE Beawy. This is faid by the Stone as
an Anfwer to what Gold advanced in its
Reproach juft before ul:y Number 9. in
which Reproach Gold ufes the Article ¢be,
viz. the Honowry &c. thereby to affume to
it felf all the Honoury Beauty, and Praife
which is to be found in the Qperation and
Art of the Philofophers 5 for the Germas.
“Tongue hasthis Propertyy that the Addition
of the Article The takes in all; or the whole.
Therefore the Stone in its Anfwer (accord-
ing to the Getman Originaly limits v
much thofe Vertues (which Gold boaﬁs:g

- by the Omiffion of the Article, faying :
God has given it Honour, which is to
fay : God has given it fome Honour, in-
tending as it were, thereby to intimate, that
Gold poffefles buta part of fuch Vertues ;.
and it alfo gives to unserﬁand in the follow-
ing Difcourfes, that the Stone it felf has
communicated in the Earth to Gold, that

- Honoury
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Honour, Beauty, cf¢. which it poflefles,
and who is beholden for the fame to the
-Stone ; o that it ought not to pretend from
that, to have the Chief; or fo much asany
part at all in the Philofophical Work, efpe-
cially with the Exclufion of the Stone, whom
Gold wrongly vilifies.

*Tis, however, not the fault of our emi-
nent French Philofopher, that the faid Arti-
cle %T he] has been made ufe of in the reply
of the Stone, it having happened by Acci-
dent; . for as he did not tranflate the faid
Treatife, called, The War g‘;}: Knights, from
the Germaxr Tongue, but the Zatin, in-
to which it had been tranflated firft; and
the Larin Tongue having no Articles, it was
not poflible for him to know, whether or
no, or at what place the Article was made
ufe of in the Original ; fo that it feems to
have crept in, at the place aforefaid, by mere
Chance.

*Tiis neverthelefs true, that the Latin Trane
flator is to blame ; for in Cafe he had been
careful to render the Author’s Intention ex-
al, he might have done it, although it was
not poffible to do it by an Article ; and it
might have been given in thefe or the like
Words : Verum cﬁ,l Deum tibi honorisy pul-
ghricudinis & in igne conflantie ALIQTUID
S - R
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[or NECESSARIVM TIBI DI-
MENSUM] conceffie. |

'3 .
* ' :

: Byr the lafftt mentioned Number d:here fol-
lows foon after : But as for your difparagin
me thus, you do it with 'Unt{m ,Whichpaf%rdgs‘
have been left out in the Fremch. Whofe
Fault foever it be, it is certain, the Words
are very expreffive, (as almoftall the reft of
the faid Treatife,) and give to underftand,
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the
philofophical Work, tends to the faid Work’s
Deftruétion, . ,

x % '

By Number 13. the German Original
fays: It being Apparent, thar all of them bring
nothing to Effet, but employ their Gold in vain,
[ad] DESTROY THEMSELVES
BY IT. But the French fays : For 'tis im-
prqﬁ'mbl] that thgy employ their Gold, and that
tllacy ENDEAVOUR TO DESTROY

7

The Larin Tranflator has in this Paflage
taken the Germar (for the word deftroy)
quite wrong, having ﬂzrntt)bably faid thus 3
Anrum inssiliser impendunt & corrumpunt —
which is altogether againft the Senfe and
Mgeaning of the Original. .

' ' The
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The French Philofopher has very well
perceived, that this Paffage could not be right,
and therefore did not render it into French
in the fame Senfe, vix. That they deftroy the
Gold, but fays, Tha tbq endeavonr to defbroy
i 3 knowing very_well, ‘that it is not poﬂljo
ble for them to deftroy the Gold.

+ The Tranflator into Lain finding the
‘word deftroy in"the German, would have
kept the true Meaning of the fame Author,
’ if,&\e' had Gaid : Animadvertimus, quod hifce
wibil ,qﬁiﬂ;&t, J2d potins anrwm eorum inutili-
ter impendant, eoque ipfo deficientes mifére pef=
Jums cant, & in [ummem egefiatem incidant.

x
* ok

" By the laft quoted Number, the German
Original fays in the reply of Gold : I
prove it by the Philo@ber’: Sayings, that the
Art may be compleared by me and my Brother
Mercury 5. concerning which it is to be no-
ted, that in the Fremch, the Words : And
my Brot[)cr Mercury, have been omitted.

x

x %
By Number 15. the German Original
fays : And they write withowr any winding

Expreffions.  But the French fays, withont

Referve.
7 f ' [*** 4] By
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x

, * % :
- By Number 19. the Germar Original

fays 2 Thy Brother Mercury is wdeed imper=
fets yer therefore is not he the Mercury of the
" Philofaphers.— But the French fays : T'hy Bro=
ther Mercury is indeed smperfett, and f Corte
Jequence be is not the Mercury of the PV{ Co—
‘In this manner it would ‘be true indeed,
that the Author of The Ancient War of the
Knights had contradiGted himfelf 5 which
the French Commentator is obliged to own,
and therefore makes Pyrophilusto ftate a Que-
ftion, how to folve this Doubt ¢ In anfwer
to which, Eudoxus has done what he could
to mairitain the Honour and Credit of the
Author. - But there would have been no
Ocaafion to form fuch Doubt, nor to clear
it, if the Tranflation had been true, and

. conform to the Intention of the Original.

However, as nothing is fo bad, but fome
ood arifes from it, as the Proverb fays; it
ﬁas been the fame with this Paffage ;" it ha-

~ ving given Occaffon to the Commenting Phi-

lofopher to give feveral important and ufeful
Confiderations upon this Paffage, although
he found it himfegf very hard.  Perhaps the
Tranflator into Latin has been a German, and
rendered it thus: Frater tups Mercuring efp

T qﬂidm

~N
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guidem imperfeilus, fed propterea non oft Mer-
furing i i

Japiemum—. 1f it were thus, it were

a Germanifm, whofe Senfe will be taken right
by a German who underftands Latin ; but
not eafily by a Frenchman, who is not ac-
quainted with the Germasifin's, which often
happen amongft the Germans in the Latin
‘Tongue ; For, one fees that the French Phi-
lofopher has taken the Senfe of the Lain
Words thus : He is imperfell, but for that
Reafin (BECAUSE HE 1S IM-
;'ZRFECT) is not he the Merc ‘l’{:&
Wie. A German, however, underftands
it thus : He is imperfeét, but therefore (AL~
THOUGH HE IS IMPER-
FECT) be is not the Mercury of the Sages s
or, it is therefore no Confequence, that he [bonld
be the Mercury of the Philofophers ; it being
no Argument at ally that an imperfe Ader-
cury (of which there are many Kinds) fhould
. by Reafon of its ImperfeGion be the Philo-
fophick Adercury.  And thus it’s very pro-
bile to have been the fault of the Tranfla«
ter, who, if he had been refolved to make
ufe of the word propterea, (which neverthe-
lefi might berter have been omitted,) he
ought at leaft to have put the word #on be-
fore ity viz. Non tamen propterea eft Mercu-
rins [apicntwms 5 ory Nan tamen inde confici~
. ray,

29
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Here it ought to be faid, that both, per<
feét and imperfect is true, confidering thar

- the Stone is at different Times in a diffe-

rent Station, which is fufficiently limited
by the Anfwer which Eudoxws gives upon
the Objection made by Pyrcphilus upon the
faid Number. '

If however one would keep to the two
afore-mentioned Editions, in that Cafe there
would have been no Occafion for the Ob-
je&ion of Pyrophilus, nor for the Anfwer of
Ewdosins. v

TOX
* ¥k

- The Paffage by Number 34. is that of
which the French Commentator makes men-
tion in his Preface, where the Old Philofo-
phers are quoted, and made to fay thus:
Owr Mercury cannot be bad bur out of the
Joft unadujterated Bodies.
" The Caufe why this Paffage has been cor-
rupted in the tranflating it into Latin, feems
to proceed from the German word « £CHT,
which fignifies fo much as true, pro‘fer,
legitimate, uncorrupted, ftandard, and fine,
and ferves generally to diftinguith a true
Matter from a Counterfeit ; but the fame
Word having fom¢ Similitude with the
' - Wod
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‘Word ACHT which fignifies Eight, the

33

“Tranflator has been led into the Miftake, -

which the Commentator finds fault with.,
*  Whether the French Commentator got
this grofs Error redified from the Origi-
nal, or whether he thought pwer 10 ex=
punge thofe dark and improper Words, and
infert others in their room, is not known ;
but it is certain, that if this laft be the
Cafe, a Philofopher, like himfelf; has Au-

thority to do 1t ; efpecially when he inti-

mates fuch his Intention, as the Commen~
tator has done ; who likewife, asa Mafter,
has. the Prerogitive to teach the Difciples
of Hermes, by what Words he. thinks pro~
per, from whence the Mercary of the Wife
1s to be taken. ,

*Tis obfervable alfo, that this faid Cora<
mentator' ;aying s It is no poffible to artain

to the Poffeffon of our Mercury amy other

way, than by the means of two Bodies, where-

of ome cannot receive its reguifite Perfeltion

awithont the other, has ordered this Paﬁ'aﬁe'
in fuch a manner, that it agrees with the
Intention of the Original, altho’ the Words

are varied:

By
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x_ X
*

-

By Number 35. the French Tranflation
fays : The (Univerfal) Medicine is therefore -
made ont of a Thing, which is the Water, and
the Spirit of the Body, 'But the German Ori~
ginal faz's : Therefore a Medicine is made out
of @& Thing, whish is the Water of the Body
and Spirit.—~Which laft, however, contra~
dits no ways the Senfe and Meaning of our
Commentator, who fays himfelf in his third .
Key: Tha in the Wine of the Philofophers
(which appears in form of Water) there are
three divers Subflances, and three natural Prin-
ciples of all Bodies, viz. Salt, Sulphur, axd
Mercury, which are the Spirit, the Sowl, and
the Body.—And thus it rhay be faid, accord-
ing to the Senfe of the Original : 7Tha
Things omt of which the Medicine is made, is
the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wife) of
the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water,

* who is the Male) and of the Spirit. (viz. of
the Body and Spirit.; for the Author him-
felf takes them altogether in the aforecited - -
place, as the Feminine.) And with this,
eompare what is faid by Number 37.

‘ Sett,

~
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By Number 38. the German Original
fays : When the Fight began, onr Stone IS-
SUED STRENGTH. — But the French
fays : The Stone difplayed ITS Force, and
ITS Valowr.— Which” intimates, as if the
Stone had employed a/ its Strength for to
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the
German gives to underftand, that the Stone
cmplc;ye only fo much of its Strength as
requifite to conquer them.

This Paffage may be compared with the
Annotation, which has been made about that
by Number 10.

X %
*x

Laftly, Tt is worth obferving (and it ought
rather to have been mentioned firft of all,
being it is on the Title Page, as likewife
afterwards mentioned by Eudoxss in the
Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger-
man Original fays : Tha the Stome of the
Philofophers is prepared by thofé who trace
Nature, with the Affiffance of LU NAR
VULCAN ; by which Lunar Vulcan (ac-
cording to what is faid by the aforc-mentié-

one
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oned Number 4.) is meant the fecret and
natural Fire of the Philofophers. .

*Tis true; this Fire Is, as to it {elf, one¢
only Fire; but as to the place; it is called
both Interiour and Exteriour ; for Inftance,
the faid Ewdoxus calls it, The natural and
interionr Firey becanfé, fays he, s is bronghe
to Attion by the exterionr Firé,

Philofophia e£gyptiaca on the other Hand
fays: Ofiris & j‘u wti conjuges fant, fic &
Jracer & firor, Plutarcho tefle, [ub myftick
qhiadam yatione babentes, quibws additnr ter
tins quidams, 7jphon (forse ignis internus ma-
terie) niger & ardens Spiritus, qui Ofirides
fratrem uterinum in minutiffima a dif
Jecar.  Hifce adnamerant VOLCANTU M
SEU IGNEM EXTERNUM. —
Therefore if taken according to this latter
Senfe, yiz. of its being Exterionr, it is not
part of the Matter, as Areephius fays ; but
if taken in the firft Senfe, it is part of
the Matter, according to the meaning of
Empedocles. ' ‘

As to Pulcan beihg called Lunar, the Aus
thor of the War of the Knights agrees in
this with the great Hermes, who fays: Pas
ter ejus Sol, mater vers Luna; and hereby
is intimated the Quality of the philofophi-
cil Pulcany viz. that its Heat muft be tems
' - pered
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ed by the Humidity proceeding from
pL;rm 5 for, Algabel in Confil. Conj. de maffa
Solis ¢ Lune fays s Sol (which by our Au-
thor is called Pulcan) eff fons totins caloris »

37

Luna antems domina Humiditatis, And Hers .

mes {ays :  Humiditas eft ex dominio Lune :

pirguedo antem ex domimio Solis. For that

Reafon fays Cofimapolite : Calor intrinfécus mul=
vo efficacior eft boc igne clementaliy [éd tempe-
ratur terrend aqud, que de die in diem pores

terre pemetrat illamque refrigerat : Sic folem

coelefiems & ejus calorems temperas aér, qui de
dsz in die circumvolat orbem. And at ano
ther “place ; Sicwti Sol cemralis habet Snm
mare & aguam crudam perceptibilens ; fic Sol
caeleflis habes etiam funm mare & aquam [ib
tilem ¢ inperceptibilem. — And thus for the
aforefaid Reafons, the Pwlcan of the Phils-
Jophers muft be Lunar.

As to the French Tranflation of thefe
Words, they are quite otherways; for the
fame Tranztionv calls it Lunatick Pulcan.

It is not to be fuppofed that thefe Words -

are given with any other meaning than what
afore-mentioned ; for, Lunatick is in ano-
ther Senfe mad, and it cannot be fuppofed
that the Title of The War of the Knights
would intimate, that the Stone of the Phi

, [r¥>x] bofophers

i
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Uofophers is to be prepared with the Affift-
ance of fuch a mad Pulcar. On the con-
trary, the Turba fays : Ne incendaris bal-
newm  Citrini ¢ ejus uxoris plurimum, ne
fenfn & motu privemur. Ttem, Vemeramini
Regem & [wam wuxorem ¢&& molite eos combmu-
rere nimio igme. And therefore the Foun~
tain (which Bernbard Trevifan fpeaks of )
in which the King bathes himfelf is fe-
cured by a threefold Fence.—In the Expo-
fition of the Epiftle, Solis ad Lunam, are
thefe Words :  Ego Luna crefeens in lumine
Solari frigida ¢ bumidas quia (wm mater hu-
moram ¢ tu Sol, calidus & ficcus, quod off
principium generationis omninms quando copr~ .
lati fuerimus, 1. c. conjunitic. N. B. In e £-
qualitate fiatus, 1.' €. in proportione ¢& man-
Jione. — Now fuch 3 Copulation as that can-
not be brought about by a mad Fmcan,
and therefore The War of the Knights could
not fuppofe that the Tracers of Nature
had ufe of the Afliftance of fuch Vio-
lence, for to make the Stone of the Philo-
 fophers. o i
. The Reafon why in the Fremch Tran-
flation is faid Lunatick, Pulcan, proceeds
grobably from the Tranflators into L
having made another Error in this Paffage,

SEYINY
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and faid : Awxilio Pulcani Lunasici ; when
he thould have faid, Awxilio Vulcani Luna-
ris ; which Error, however, is not to be
‘imputed to our eminent Commentator, who
was obliged to receive the Words as they
were given him ; and it is only in. order to
clear our Learned Commentator from the
Sufpicion of fuch an Error, that this An-
notation has been made thereupon.

7

FINIS
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o ERRATA. ‘,

PAG’E . Line 14, déle all. p. 110
L 10. for Knowledge. read Art. p. 15.
\. 25and 26. r. and agree rogether. p. 16.
L 3. fome. 1. L 1. 22. dele there. p. 17.
L 1. dele culars. p. 19. L. 6. 1. _/gza[lia
Number. 1. ‘22, 1. they have indeed found.
p- 27. L 8. for the. 1. what. 1. 14. 1. 10
penctrate further. p. 31.° 1. 10. f. Propersy.
PRs properly. p. 35. L 26. f. other than. r.
. & Pt P 44- | 15 1. one only fElf-fame
A Subffange. p. 46. L. 23. f.vifeus. 1. viftons,
‘ p: 73+ b 230 r. Arifforle.
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