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SKANDA PURANA

Book VII: PRABHASA KHANDA

SectioN I: PRABHASA-KSETRA MAHATMYA
CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYONE
Greatness of Jamadagnyesvara

I$vara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Ramesvara situated within a distance
of thirty Dhanus to the north-west of Gopisvara. The Linga has
a great power. It is destructive of sins.

O goddess of Devas, when the terrible murder of his mother
was carried out by Parasurama carrying out the behest of his
father, he felt great distress in his mind. He was utterly
disgusted. But Jamadagni, the great ascetic, became pleased
with him.

5-6. Then the delighted sage granted him the boon of the
resuscitation of Renuka. In this manner, although the lady of
excellent complexion was brought back to life, O goddess, the
highly lustrous son of Jamadagni got disgusted with aversion.
He came to Prabhasa Ksetra and performed a wonderful
penance.

7.  After installing the great god Sarikara, the benefactor
of the worlds, he performed penance for more than a hundred
divine years. Thereat Mahesvara was pleased.

8. He granted him all desires and stationed himself there.
So the great sage Jamadagnya (Parasurama) became contented.

9-10. After killing Ksatriyas, he con§uered the earth twenty-
one times. The sage of exalted mind created (the holy pit of)
Paticanada in Kuruksetra, O lady of excellent countenance,
and filled it with the blood of the Ksatriyas. The highly
powerful sage freed himself from indebtedness to the Pitrs.

11. Thus after annihilating Ksatriyas and offering the (different
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378 Skanda Purana

parts of the) earth to Brahmanas, he became contented. His
valour was glorified in all the three worlds.

12. That Linga was installed by him in the splendid holy
spot of -Prabhasika. A man who devoutly worships that deity
may be sinful but he is rid of all sins and goes to the world
of the Consort of Uma.

13. A man who keeps awake there during the night of the
fourteenth lunar day in the dark half of the month of Jyestha,
obtains the benefit of a horse-sacrifice and rejoices in heaven
like Devas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYTWO
Greatness of Citrangadesvara

Iivara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a devotee should go to
the shrine of Lord Citrangadesvara. The Linga is stationed
within a distance of twenty Dhanus to the south-west thereof
(i.e. Jamadagnyesvara).

O my beloved, O goddess of Devas, after realizing that the
holy spot is very sacred the Linga was installed by Citrangada,
the Lord of Gandharvas. After propitiating Mahesvara, the
Gandharva performed a very severe penance.

One who is endowed with emotional fervour and adores that
Linga, attains the world of Gandharvas and rejoices along with
Gandharvas.

There, on the thirteenth lunar day of the bright half, a
devotee should duly bathe Siva and worship by means of
different kinds of flowers, sweet scents and incense in due
order. He gets everything cherished in his mind and desired
to possess.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYTHREE
Greatness of Ravanesvara

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Rivanesvara stationed between south
and south-west.of the former shrine (Citrangadesvara) within
a distance of sixteen Dhanus.

It was installed by the Ten-headed Demon (Ravana) and is
destructive of all sins.

O goddess, the very terrible Raksasa, the descendant of
Pulastya named Ravana, was ambitious to conquer all the three
worlds. He moved about in his Puspaka. Once his aerial
chariot Puspaka came to a standstill while going through the
path of the firmament. On seeing his Puspaka rendered
motionless, Ravana got highly surprised.

5-6. He sent Prahasta to the earth saying: “What is this?
The movement of this chariot was never obstructed in all the
three worlds including mobile and immobile beings. Go to the
earth and find out why my aerial chariot Puspaka has come
to a standstill.” Thereupon, O goddess, he went hurridely to
the surface of the earth.

7. He saw Srisomesa, the highly refulgent lord of the
chiefs of Devas, eulogized by groups of hundreds and thou-
sands of Suras.

8. After seeing him, O my beloved, Prahasta reported
everything in detail to the Lord of Raksasas. He told him about
what was seen in the centre of the holy spot.

Prahasta said:

9-10. O mighty Lord of Riksasas, Siva’s own holy place well-
known as Prabhasa is resorted to by the Ganas and Gandharvas.
There Sankara, Lord Somesvara, is present himself. He is
eulogized all round by sages, Valakhilyas and others such as
Abbhaksas (those who subsist on water), Vayubhaksas (those
who take in air as food alone) and Dantolukhalins (those who
make their teeth do the job of the mortar i. e. they bite paddy
etc., remove the husk thereof and eat the same).
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11. Due to the power of that Lord, this Puspaka does not
move ahead. The Lord who cannot be transgressed by Suras
and Asuras cannot be transgressed and passed over.

Iivara said:

12. On hearing these words Ravana became surprised as
evidenced by his staring eyes. He got down to the earth and
visited Somesa.

13. O goddess of Devas, he worshipped him with the
greatest devotion by means of various kinds of gems, garments,
sweet scents, flowers and unguents.

14. On seeing Ravana, the Lord of the Raksasas, the
citizens became afraid, O beautiful woman, and fled in all
directions.

15. Everything became void. Only the Lord was present
here. At this time, an unembodied speech announced:

16-18. “O mighty ten-headed one, in this Uttarayana pe-
riod, on the occasion of the pilgrimage during the religious
procession of the Lord, the destruction of all sins takes effect.
Crowds of common people and Brahmanas have come here
from far-off places. But they are afraid of danger from Raksasas.
They flee in all directions. O great Raksasa, do not be an
obstacle in their pilgrimage and religious procession.

On seeing Lord Somesvara a men shall wash off all the sins
incurred during the periods of boyhood, youth or old age.”

19. Thereupon, the leading Raksasa went to a cave in a
very isolated place. With deep devotion, he installed a Linga.

20. Then, O goddess of Devas, he dedicated himself unto
it. Along with all (his people) the Lord of Raksasas observed
fast and worshipped the Linga.

21. He kept awake at night with vocal and instrumental

music going on in front of the deity. Then at mid-night the
unembodied speech spoke:
. 22-25. “O sinless mighty ten-headed one, 1 am pleased
with you. With my favour the entire region of the three worlds
shall come under your control. Undoubtedly I shall be present
here always.

O Lord of Raksasas, men who, endowed with devotion,
worship this l.inga, will become invincible to enemies. They
will attain the great Siddhi undoubtedly with my favour.”
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After saying thus, O beautiful lady, the Bull-emblemed One
stopped.

Ravana too became pleased. After worshipping Mahesvara
Linga again and again he got into the Puspaka and went to
the land desired by him in his ambition to conquer all the
three worlds.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYFOUR
Greatness of Saubhagyesvari

ISvara said:

1-4. Then, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to the
shrine of Gauri, the bestower of Saubhagya (good luck and
conjugal felicity) stationed within a distance of five Dhanus to
the west of Ravanesa.

It is there that the fair lady Arundhati herself performed
a very severe penance. Desirous of Saubhagya she engaged
herself in the adoration of Gauri. By the power of that
goddess, she attained great Siddhi.

He who devoutly worships her, O lady of excellent coun-
tenance, on the third lunar day in the bright half of the month
of Magha, shall attain Saubhagya (great fortune and conjugal
felicity) in the next birth. O goddess of Devas, there need be
no hesitation in believing this.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE
Greatness of Paulomisvara

Isvara said:

1. Then, O great goddess, one should go to the great
Linga to the north-west of Ravanesvara within a distance of
thirty Dhanus.

2. It is installed by Paulomi and is deservedly named
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Paulomisvara. The installed Linga fulfills all desires and de-
stroys all sins.

3-5. When Suras engaged in battle were killed by Tiraka,
the three worlds were captured by him and the status of Indra
was adopted by himself. Sakra became extremely distressed.
In his anguish due to fear, he disappeared. His wife Indrani
became emaciated due to grief, O goddess. Desirous of Indra’s
victory, Sathbhu was propitiated by her. Becoming pleased
thereby, Mahadeva spoke to that lady of splendid eyes:

The holy lord said:

6. An extremely powerful son named Sanmukha will be
born to us. He will slay Taraka, the king of Daityas.

7-9. You can go free from worry. Further, listen to my
words. He who worships this Linga of us situated here shall
certainly become my Gana and come to my presence.

On being told thus, that chaste lady went to the place where
the king of Devas was present. She was rid of all miseries and
became free from the fear of all Daityas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYSIX
Greatness of Sandilyesvara

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine named Sdzzdilyefvam within a distance of
sixteen Dhanus to the west of the shrine of Brahma. That
Linga is of great efficacy. By viewing it, sins are destroyed.

The great Brahmana-sage named Sinc_lilya is remembered
as the charioteer of Brahma. He was a great saint of great
refulgence, perfectly stabilized in true knowledge. He had
conquered all his sense-organs.

He came to Prabhasa, installed the great Linga situated to
the north of Somesa and performed a very severe penance.

5. O my beloved, he himself worshipped the deity for a
hundred years according to the reckoning of gods. Thereby
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he derived what he desired and became satisfied that he had
done his duty.

6. He acquired Anima (Minuteness) and other powers
(Siddhis) with the favour of Nandisvara. By visiting the deity
a man becomes free from all sins immediately.

7. O my beloved, a man may commit sins in his boyhood,
youth or old age knowingly or unknowingly. By viewing
Sandilyesvara all those sins are destroyed.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYSEVEN
Greatness of Ksemankaresvara

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Ksemesvara situated to the north
thereof and to the south-east of Kapalesa.

It is situated within a distance of fifteen Dhanus from
Kapalesvara. The Linga is of great efficacy and destroys all sins.

Formerly there was a king of great power named Ksemamurti.
Penance was performed there for a very long time by that
noble-souled one.

Thereafter, with his mind sanctified by devotion, he
installed that Linga. By viewing that deity, one attains welfare.
His undertaking succeeds peacefully.

5. In every birth he shall achieve all his desires and
become richly endowed. The Ksemesvara Linga is thus famous
as the destroyer of sins.

6. It bestows all desirable things on men. On being heard,
it bestows Saubhagya (good fortune and conjugal felicity). It
is remembered that by viewing it one gets the merit of gifting
a hundred cows.

7. Hence one who desires the benefit of the holy place
should always resort to that Linga.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYEIGHT
Greatness of Sagaraditya

Ifvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Sagaraditya situated to the west of
Bhairaves’a, Rudra and Mrtyuiijaya. It is situated not very far
from Kamesa in the direction of south and south-east.

It destroys all ailments and removes all sorts of poverty.
O great goddess, it was installed by the noble-souled Sagara.

This Sagara was the slayer of his foes. He had sixty thousand
sons. He got the sons by propitiating the Sun-god there.

King Sagara was such a famous overlord. O goddess, here
this ocean extends to many Yojanas. It is glorified as extending
to eighty thousand Yojanas.

5. It was in this Manvantara that this ocean was dug up
in all the four directions by the sons of Sagara. Therefore, O
goddess, the ocean is glorified by the name Sagara.

6. Lord Bhaskara, who steals away (evaporates) waters,
was installed by that king whose age-old glory as recorded in
the Purana works is being sung even today.

7. By viewing that deity, a man will not be sluggish, blind,
poor or miserable. He shall never be separated from his near
and dear ones. He will not be sick nor will he be a sinner.

8. A devotee should subdue all the sense-organs and
observe fast on the sixth lunar day in the bright half of the
month of Magha, O goddess. He should sleep before the deity
at night.

9. On the seventh lunar day, after getting up he should
devoutly worship the Sun-god. He should feed Brahmanas with
devotion. He should never be miserly in spending money (for
this purpose).

10. Even by means of well-performed penance and Yajiias
with plenty of monetary gifts, men do not attain that goal
which those who resort to the Sun-god attain.

11. If the adoration is carried out devoutly even by means
of Durva grass (sprouts and shoots) Bhanu (the Sun-god)
bestows the benefit rarely attained by means of all Yajiias.

12. Hence, by means of all efforts, one should adore the
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Sun-god alone. By worshipping Bhanu, Janaka and others have
attained Siddhi (spiritual perfection).

13. The Sun-god alone is the Lord of all Devas; he is the
Lord of all the subjects; he is the Lord of all the worlds; he
is the immanent soul of all. The Sun alone is the root of the
three worlds; he is the supreme deity.

14-15. One should meditate on the Sun-god in the follow-
ing order and having the following colours: The Sun-god is
tawny-coloured in Vasanta (spring); in Grisma (summer) be is
as lustrous as gold; during rainy season he is white in colour.
Bhaskara is greyish-white in Sarad (autumn). He is copper-
coloured in Hemanta (early winter). Ravi is red in colour in
Sisira (late winter).

16. After worshipping the deity in accordance with injunc-
tions, the devotee should restrain his soul and all the sense-
organs. He should read (recite) the thousand names of the
Sun-god which destroy all sins.

The Devi said:

17. O Lord Sankara, be pleased to tell me the thousand
names or something else equivalent to these thousand names.

Isvara said:

18. There is no necessity to recite all the thousand names.
Recite this splendid prayer. I shall enumerate to you all the
splendid, secret and sacred names. Learn them with concen-
tration.

19-21.  This prayer of twenty-one names is a great favourite
of the great Soul. They are: Vikartana, Vivasvan, Martanda,
Bhaskara, Ravi, Lokaprakasaka (Illuminator of the worlds),
Sriman, Lokacaksus (Eye of the worlds), Grahesvara (Lord of the
planets), Lokasaksin (Witness of the worlds), Trilokesa (Lord
of the three worlds), Karta(Maker), Harta (Remover), Tamisraha
(Remover of darkness), Tapana, Taphna(Scorcher), Suci (Pure),
Saptasvavahana (Having seven horses for vehicle), Gabhastihasta
(Having rays for hands), Brahma and Sarvadevanamaskrta (Bowed
to by all the Devas).

22. This prayer is famous as Stavaraja. It bestows health
of the body, increase in wealth and great fame. It is famous
in all the three worlds.
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© 23-24. He who eulogizes Arka (Sun-god) by means of this
prayer during the two junctions of rising and setting, remain-
ing pure himself, O great goddess, is rid of all sins. Rich with
all desires fulfilled, he goes to the world of the Sun-god. Thus,
O goddess, the greatness pertaining to Sagararka has been
spoken to you. On being listened to it suppresses all miseries
and destroys great sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTYNINE
Greatn.ss of Ugrasenesvara

Isvara said:

1-2. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the great shrine of Aksamalesvara situated within a distance
of fifty Dhanus in the north-east corner of Sagararka.

This Yugalinga of great refulgence removes sins. The name
Aksamalesvara was glorified formerly but now its name
Ugrasenes’vara is well known.

The Devi said:

3.  The Linga was known earlier by the name Aksamalesvara.
Be pleased to narrate, O Lord, how it became otherwise (i.e.
of a different name).

Isvara said:

4. O great goddess, formerly there was a chaste lady
named Aksamala born in a low caste. She was engrossed in
the pious rites and duties of chaste ladies.

5-6. Once, as time rolled by, there occurred a severe famine.
O great goddess, sages were upset in their minds because they
were overcome by hunger. They came to know that a Candala
had a large store of grain. Eager to obtain food, they went to
the abode of the Candila and requested the base-born one:

79. “O Antyaja of great intellect, save us by donating
food. We are afflicted with hunger, emaciated in limbs and
it is doubtful whether our life will be sustained any longer.
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You are blessed and worthy of adoration. You will not be
(derisively) called Antyaja because there is a store of grain in
your abode in spite of this devastating disaster (of famine).

When the land is blighted by drought, when vegetation has
disappeared, if someone feeds only one Brahmana, it is as
though a crore of them have been fed.”

The Antyaja said:

10. A wonderful thing is seen here now. It has no parallel.
The sages have come to my abode seeking food.

11. Brahmanas are not expected to accept food from even
a Sudra, still more so from an Antyaja.

12. Ifa person (i.e. Brahmana) eats cooked or uncooked
food from a Suidra he is reborn as a rural pig or as a member
of his (the Sadra’s) family.

13. Food from a Brihmana is (regarded as) real nectar;
food from a Ksatriya is like milk; food from a Vaisya, they call
as the real food; and food from a Sadra is remembered as
something like blood.

14. The following things cause downfall of even a very
refulgent person: food from a $udra, association with a Sudra,
sitting by the side of a Siidra and the acceptance of food from
a Sudra.

15. If an Agnihotri (Fire-worshipper) Brahmana does not
refrain from the food of a Siidra, his (Brahmana's) very soul,
his knowledge of the Vedas and the sacred fires he nourishes
(worships)—all these perish in his case.

16. If a Brahmana dies with the food from a Sadra in his
stomach, that Brahmana becomes a Pisaca within six months.

17. If a Brahmana performs Agnihotra (gives libation) with
the cooked food of a Siidra, he is born as a Candala after death
and that Sadra attains divinity.

18. If anyone eats continuously for a month food from a
Siidra, he has verily attained the state of a Sidra in this very
birth. After death he is again born as a Sudra.

19-21. (Acceptance of) the food of a king takes away
one’s fiery splendour; the food of a Sudra, the Brahmanical
lustre; the food of a goldsmith takes away longevity; that of
a cutter of hide (shoe-maker) takes away one’s reputation. The
food of a Karuka (artisan) kills the progeny; that of a Nirnejaka
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(washerman) takes away vital strength. The food from a crowd
and a harlot severs one from his people (ex-communicates).
The food from a physician is like the pus from an ulcer. The
food from a wanton, unchaste woman is like semen. The food
from a usurer is like excretion and that from a person selling
weapons like faeces.

22. The sin resulting from eating the food from these is
incurred a thousand times if the food of one who sells his
daughter is taken even once.

23. The sin resulting from eating the food of that person
(i.e. a daughter-seller) a thousand times is incurred if the food
of an Antyaja is eaten even once.

24. So, why do you, O leading Brahmanas who are con-
versant with sacred rites and piety, seek to take food from me,
a Candala, a base soul ?

The Sages said:

25. If a person on the verge of extinction of life esteems
(accepts) any type of food, he is not smeared with sin just as
the sky is not with mud.

26. When he was hungry Ajigarta rushed at his son to kill
him, but he was not adversely afflicted by sin inasmuch as he
was trying to satisfy his hunger.

27-29. Bharadvaja and his sons were distressed with hun-
ger in a desolate forest. They seized many cows. Brhajjyoti of
exalted mind rushed at Gita when he was distressed due to
hunger. Visvamitra who could clearly discriminate between
what is Dharma and what is Adharma took the flesh of the
thigh of a dog from the hands of a Candala. In his distress
he desired (to eat) even the flesh of a dog, but he did not
fall down from piety. Vamadeva who wanted to save his life
was not smeared with sin.

30. Bearing in mind all these, O dear one of pious incli-
nations, do not hesitate now. Give food, do give food to us
who are pleading as suppliants.

The Candala said:

31. If this is so, your purpose (supply of food) has been
certainly accepted. Therefore, let this girl, my daughter, be
accepted (in marriage) by your honours.
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32. Whoever is the foremost among you, your leader, he
should definitely marry her. Thereafter, O Brihmanas, I shall
give you food for a year as desired by you.

Fvara said:

33. On being told thus, O goddess, the sages bowed down
their heads in shame. After duly considering this matter, they
made Vasistha to marry (the girl).

34. Vasistha of exalted mind called this Apaddharma (a
duty adopted under duress whenever life is threatened by
imminent calamity) and he had a vision of the subsequent
times. He married the Antyaja damsel named Aksamala. Later
she became famous in all the three worlds as Arundhati.

35. When she restrained the (movement of the) solar disc
by means of her own refulgence, she became Arundhati and
came to be honoured by Devas and Danavas.

36. Justas a river becomes one with the sea after confluence
with that sea, so a woman too comes to have the same status
and features as the husband with whom she becomes united
(in marriage).

37. Aksamala, born of a base caste and community, at-
tained respectability when united with Vasistha, like Sarngi
when united with Mandapala. (But in Mbh, Adi 282-233 sage
Mandapila transformed himself into a Sarngi bird to create
children and got a place in heaven.)

38. In due course the noble-souled Seven Sages came to
the holy spot of Prabhasa in the company of Arundhati.

39. They sent her to the various Tirthas that grant all
Siddhis.

40. While they were in search thus, the fair lady Arundhati
saw a Linga embedded in a grove of trees.

41-43. On seeing the Lord of the chiefs of Devas, she got
the ability of remembering her previous birth: ‘In my previous
birth, during the period of Rajas _(menses) Siva, the Lord of
Devas, was certainly adored here in an ignorant manner. So
as the result of the Karma, the status (birth) of Antyaja was
attained by me in spite of my Brahmanahood. Which Lord can
be considered on a par with Sarhbhu in all the three worlds?
Though angry he has bestowed his kingdom unto persons
practising restraint?’
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44. Thinking thus, she remained engaged there itself,
O my beloved. She adored that Liniga for a hundred years as
per reckoning of gods.

45. It is on account of the power thereof, that she is seen
in the sky. If the chaste lady Arundhati is seen, she dispels
all sins.

46-47. Thus the deity Aksamalesvara has been duly ex-
tolled unto you.

Then at the close of Dvapara, when a part of the juncture
with Kali elapsed, the son of Andhasura became famous by the
name Ugrasena. For the sake of getting a son, he came to
Prabhasa and came across this Linga.

48. He understood that it was the deity named Aksamalesvara
and realized its wonderful efficacy. He propitiated Mahadeva
for fourteen years and begot the son who was later known as
Kamsasura.

49-51.  Ever since then, the deity became Ugrasenesvara.
It is destroyer of all sins of all creatures, thanks to its vision
and touch.

It is said that great sins like those of Brihmana-slaughter,
imbibing liquor, theft, defiling the wife of preceptor etc.,
perish by viewing that deity.

In the auspicious month of Bhadrapada on the occasion of
Rsipanicami (fifth day in the bright half of Bhadrapada) one
who worships Aksamalesvara, is rid of the fear of hell.

52-63.  For the purpose of the destruction of all sins and
for attaining infinite happiness after death, they recommend
the gift of cows, food and water there.

Thus, O goddess, the greatness pertaining to Aksamalesvara
has been narrated to you. It suppresses sins. On being listened
to it dispels misery.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTY
Greatness of Pasupatesvara’

Isvara said:

1-3. Théreafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine of the deity Pasupatesvara situated on the eastern

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VILI.130.4-17 391

side of Ugrasenesvara, to the south-east of Gopiditya and to
the south of Dhruvesa. It is destroyer of all sins. The Linga
is situated to the east of Gopaditya (also). It fulfills all desires
when one visits it. In this Yuga it is called by the name
Santosesvara.

4. Since the Lord is pleased with the ascetics there, the
Linga is well-known all over the earth by the name Santosa.

5. O great goddess, this is a Yugalinga and the abode of
Siddhis. It is highly lustrous. It is the place of Pasupata
devotees and is a panacea for persons who are afflicted with
disease in the form of sins.

6. O renowned lady, four sages, Vamadeva, Savarni, Aghora
and Kapila have achieved their Siddhi in that Linga. They have
attained Siddhi in the unsullied primordial Lord through that
Linga.

7. In the forest, in the vicinity of that Lord, there is the
spot of Laksmi called Srimukha. O great goddess, it is resorted
to by persons of perfect mastery in Yoga.

8. Excellent Pasupatas are engaged in the adoration of
my Linga there. It is as a place of their habitation that the
forest has been created by the goddess.

9. In the centre thereof, O lady of excellent hips, is
situated a Linga facing east. The great sages, the devotees of
Pasupati, beginning with Aghora have become Siddhas therein.
They went to Siva’s place with the present physical body itself.

10. Residence for ever in that auspicious shrine in the holy
place of Prabhasa, the abode of Suras and Siddhas, appeals
to me very much. It is the most beautiful and most lovable
of all holy spots.

11. O goddess, Pasupatas are engaged in meditation on me
there. All of them are my sons. They observe celibacy.

12. They have subdued their sense-organs. They are qui-
escent. They have conquered anger. Those Brahmanas are
performers of penance. By the power of that Linga, they have
attained great Siddhis.

13. Hence, an excellent Brahmana resident of that holy
spot, should always adore that deity.

The Devs said:
14-17. O Lord, O Lord of the chiefs of Devas, O redeemer
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from the ocean of worldly existence, have mercy on me and
narrate to me details of the observers of holy vows in that
highly meritorious shrine pertaining to you, the Pasupata
Yoga, the excellent greatness of the Linga, the ancient name
of the deity and how it is to be worshipped by excellent men
and how Pasupatas attained heaven along with their physical
bodies.

Isvara said:

18-20. O fair lady, the great Yoga of Pasupata is being
enquired by you, so also, O lady of excellent vows, the power
of the Linga as well as that of those who have adopted my
Vrata in that Linga, O goddess. O lady of great refulgence,
the primordial name of the Lord having no beginning is also
being asked by you. O lady of excellent buttocks, the Pasupata
Vrata is great and its duration is very long. These devotees
who observe this Vrata in the manner as has been mentioned,
cause wonder unto me as well. My mind yearns (and is very
eager) to bless them.

Suta said:

21. O Brahmanas, the goddess became highly surprised on
hearing the words of Hara. She spoke these words to her
husband, the Lord of all the worlds.

The Devi said:

22. O Lord, I too have earnestness and curiosity (to know)
what your holiness did then ? O great god, if I am your
beloved, do tell it to me.

23. On hearing her words, Mahadeva spoke to her: “Lis-
ten, O goddess, I shall explain the activities of my devotees.”

24. On seeing their steadfast adherence to penance, the
first Lord of Suras spoke these words to the devotees (who
were) standing at the sides with bowed heads.

Ifvara said:

25. O Nandikesa, do hurry to that place where my sons
(devotees) perform my severe and elaborate Vrata which is
very difficult to be -performed (by ordinary persons).
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26. By the power of that holy spot as well as of their
constant devotion to me, those sages of excellent holy vows
have achieved supernatural powers in their own physical forms.

27. Hence, O Nandin, do go to that splendid holy spot
of Prabhiasa at my behest and invite them all on my behalf.
Do bring them to Kailasa quickly.

28. Take this refulgent lotus bud along with its stalk. Offer
this bud (flower) on the top of the Liniga and bring only this
stalk here.

29. Dispatched thus by Sambhu, the Lord of Devas, Nandin
went to the Prabhiasa Ksetra from the Kailasa resort.

30. On seeing the Linga of the Trident-bearing Lord of
Devas as well as those leading Yogins, he became overwhelmed
with great surprise.

31. There some of them were engaged in meditation.
Some had resorted to the practice of Yoga. Some explained
the texts and others were pondering or conducting discourses.

32. Others were adoring the Linga. Still others were paying
obeisance to it. Some were circumambulating and prostrating
before the Linga with the eight limbs (touching the ground).

33. Some were eulogizing with Bhavayajfia (Yajfia offered
mentally), Some were worshipping by means of splendid flow-
ers in the form of non-injury.

34. Some had Bhasma Snana (bath by means of holy ash
smeared over the body). Others were having bath with Gandukas®(?)
In this manner the assemblage of the sages was engaged in
feverish activity.

35. On seeing them in such a state and minutely observing
everything pertaining to them, Nandin reflected thus mentally.

36-37. ‘I have come to this region. None takes cognisance
of me. I have not been asked by anyone. ‘Where have you
come from’? Whose guest are you ? All of these are full of
haughtiness. They never care to talk to me.’ After thinking
thus he approached the Linga. .

38. The flower was separated by cutting away the stalk and
offered to the Linga by Nandin. After adoring the Linga of
Pasupati, Lord Nandin carefully took up the stalk and spoke
to the sages.

* The reading should have been Gundusa (water in the hollow of both palms).
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Nandikesvara said:

39. I have come to the vicinity of your honours at the
bidding of the Lord of Devas. The Lord of Devas commands
the assembly of the groups of sages.

40. “*All of you should go to that place where the eternal
Lord is present. I shall go to the abode of Lord Bhava taking
you all with me. Get up quickly. We shall go to Kailasa, the
most excellent one among mountains.”’

41. All those Brahmanas remained silent. They made ges-
tures indicating “Nandin, you may go ahead. We shall come
afterwards”.

42. On being intimated thus, Nandin hastened back. With
his inner soul burning with rage, he reported everything (to
the Lord).

Nandikesvara said:

43. O Lord, I had been to that place where those Yogins
stayed. Though I waited there, I was not welcomed by anyone.

44. O Lord, none of them even looked at me nor they
spoke to me. O Lord, the lotus flower was placed by me on
the top of the Linga.

45. O Lord Mahesvara, I informed the leading Yogins:
“You have been commanded by the Lord of Devas : ‘Come
here. Do not delay’.”

46. On hearing this, O Lord, those great sages said (in-
timated by gestures): “You go, do not delay. We shall come
close behind.”

47. O Lord, when this was intimated I came here quickly.
Do take this stalk, O my Lord, be pleased to do (as you deem
fit).

48. Here is a doubt of mine. It behoves you to dispel it
now. O Mahadeva, how can they come without me. O Mahadeva,
O Mahesvara, this is my doubt. Do tell me.

Isvara said:

49. Listen, O Nandin, this is the mystery regarding those
sages of purified souls. These Siddhas cannot be seen by
others, even by Suras, barring me.

50. They have been sanctified by their devotion to me.
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They know the Yoga pertaining to Sankara. Note this wonder-
ful thing, O Nandin. I shall show it to you now.

51. You see the stalk brought by you here. They have
penetrated it in a subtle form by means of the power of their
Yogic achievement.

52. On being told thus then, Nandin was wonder-struck
and his eyes beamed. He saw the great sages stationed in the
centre of the stalk like atoms.

53. Just as minute dust particles are seen in the rays of
the sun, so also the sages were severally seen in the centre
of the stalk.

54. On seeing thus, the eyes of Nandin sparkled with
wonder. In such a great state of wonderment he did not utter
anything.

55. On noticing this curious thing the goddess spoke these
words: “O great Lord, what is seen? O Mahesvara, why are you
so elated with joy?”

56. As these words were uttered by the goddess Mahesvara
spoke thus:

Isvara said:

57. These noble souls are fully endowed with Yogic power.
They are engaged in the Yoga pertaining to Pasupati. They
have propitiated me stationed in the Prabhasa Ksetra and so
have attained such spiritual powers. They have the power to
go anywhere as they please.

58. When the Lord of Devas said thus, those sages of great
splendour came out of the lotus stalk by means of Yogic Maya.
They circumambulated the Lord who stood away from the
goddess.

The goddess said:

59. Why don’'t these Brahmanas of evil conduct look at
me? This is surprising O Mahadeva, kindly do explain.

I§vara said:

60-61a. These sages of great penance have great spiritual
powers. They do not look at you because you are the Prakrti.
%k ok Xk
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On being told thus by the Trident-bearing Lord of Devas,
the Daughter of the Mountain became furious. The lady of
excellent buttocks with her anger expressed on the face,
imprecated them :

61b-63. “O haughty men of evil conduct, you will face
destruction due to infatuation for women. At the advent of
Kali Age, you will become covetous of gifts from kings. You
will be engaged in worshipping the Lord as means of living.
You will be maintaining yourself by the money belonging to
the Linga. In Kali Yuga, you will become fondly attached to
prostitutes. You will become confused and boycotted by all the
people as a result of the destruction of the property of the
Lord (temple).”

64. When this curse was pronounced upon the noble-
souled sages, all the chiefs of Suras propitiated Gauri.

65. At the instance of the Lord of Devas, she became
pleased once again. The Lord took up the stalk and threw it
to the southern quarter.

66. That stalk fell in the middle of the Prabhasa Ksetra.
That itself became a Linga well known as Mahanala.

67. At the advent of Kali Age, it came to be called Dhruvesvara.
It is stationed to the north-east of Pasupatesvara.

68. Earlier it was known by the name Anadisa and after-
wards as Pasupatesvara. It thus stationed itself as the destroyer
of sins in the great holy spot of Prabhasa.

69. This holy spot of mine is excellent for the purpose of
observing my Vrata. This Linga termed Anadisa is the great
Brahman.

70. There is no doubt about it that Brahmanas will attain
Siddhi and Mukti (liberation) here. They will attain salvation
in six months with the same body.

71. May this Linga be visited for effecting liberation from
the worldly existence. It is of difficult access unto ordinary
people. It grants salvation. The mystic knowledge of Pasupata
is well established in this Linga.

. 72. He who devoutly worships this throughout the month
of Magha, attains the merit of performing all Kratus (sacri-
fices) and offering holy gifts.

73. Gold should be offered there by those who are desir-
ous of getting the full benefit of a perfect pilgrimage.

74. Thus, O goddess, the sin-destroying greatness of
Pasupatesvara has been described duly for the sake of the
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liberation from the bondage of being a Pasu.

75. It is said that Brahmana is the most worthy of adora-
tion among all the castes. Only he is authorised in the worship
of Pasupatesvara.

76. This Pasupata Vrata that has become the first and
foremost universal Vrata of all the deities, has been explained
by me as the well established pathway whereby the Devas
proceed to all the Bhuvanas (worlds).

77. A Rudradhyidyi (one who recites the Vedic Rudra
Mantras) covered with holy ash and lying on the bed of holy
ash becomes rid of all sins incurred by imbibing liquor,
ravishing preceptor’s wife, stealing (gold) and slaying a Brahmana.

78. One should take up the holy ash uttering the Mantra
beginning with the word Agni and smear his limbs therewith.
Ash should be collected when the fire has cooled down in the
abodes of the residents (of the holy spot).

79. Agni became Bhasma (holy ash), Viyu became Bhasma.
Jala (Water) became Bhasma, Sthala (the earth) became Bhasma.
Everything became Bhasma. One who is not initiated should
not touch these i.e. not smear it over the eyes.

80-81. It should be collected by Brahmanas and never by
Siidras; a Siidra is never eligible for the Pasupata Vrata which
is auspicious. I am born in every Yuga adopting the body of
a Brahmana (only Brahmanas are authorized in the auspicious
Pasupata Vrata).

82. There is no doubt about this that even base men
placed in Karisa (holy ash) attain the region of Siva whether
it is in the house of a Candala or in a cremation ground,
or in royal pathways or in the middle of highway.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYONE
Greatness of Dhruvesvara
8ri Devi said:
I.  How did that shrine and Linga mentioned by your
worship as well-known by the name Nalesvara become Linga

Dhruvesvara ?
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Isvara said:

2. Listen, O goddess, I shall explain the greatness of
Dhruves$vara, on listening to which a man is released from the
bondage of the worldly existence.

3. There was a son of a king named Uttanapada. He was
called Dhruva. He was a noble soul richly endowed with perfect
knowledge. He was omniscient and had a pleasant appearance.

4. O goddess, once he came to Prabhasa, the excellent
holy spot. O fair lady, he performed an elaborate and
extremely terrible penance.

5.  After installing Mahesvara, he devoutly worshipped
him for a period of a thousand years according to the divine
reckoning and eulogized with various kinds of hymns and
prayers.

6. I shall recite to you that prayer whereby I became
delighted.

Dhruva’s Prayer:
Dhruva said:

7. Iseek refuge in Sankara who bestows succour and who,
by pressing with his lotus-like feet, steadied the lofty-peaked
Kailasa that was being shaken by the ten-headed Ravana
resembling the peak of Kailasa.

8. I seek refuge in Sankara who bestows succour and by
whom all Asuras and Danavas surrounded by the Vidyadharas
and groups of Uragas (serpents) were denied the fruit further
but rendered free from attachment to the results of their
actions, by making them Jivanmukta (souls free from Sarhsara
while alive).

9. I seek refuge in that Sankara who bestows succour,
under whose control the entire visible universe remains for-
ever, who enjoys (makes use of) all the worlds by means of
his eight cosmic bodies, and who is the cause of the great
.causes of all causes.

10. I seek refuge in that Sankara who bestows succour and
who formerly became extremely angry and cut off the tender
lotus-like fifth head of Brahma by means of the tip of the nail
of the lotus-like left hand.

11. I seek refuge in that Sankara who bestows succour.
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Lord Sarikara is the bestower of boons. The blazing Vivasvin
(Sun-god) devoutly bows down to his feet and eulogizes with
words without impurities and free from lethargy and weariness.
Thereby he can dispels darkness by means of his rays.

12. A man who restrains himself and always remains pure
and perfect, recites, in the assembly of Brahmanas this prayer
of sweet import, composed by Dhruva, goes to the beginningless
Sivaloka. _

13. O goddess, I became pleased with the noble-souled
Dhruva of sanctified heart, even as he eulogized thus. When
the thousand years were concluded, I spoke to Dhruva:

14-16. “Dear son, welfare unto you. I am pleased with you.
Now you have become free from impurities. I shall give you
divine vision. Look at me freed from all ailments.

Whatever excellent benefit has been all along cherished by
you mentally, I shall grant unto you. Do tell me quickly.

I have been devoutly propitiated by you. There is no doubt
about it. I shall grant you even that inaccessible region whether
of Brahma or Visnu or Sakra or another.”

Dhruva said:

17. Itis known to me that the region of Brahma, of Visnu
and of Mahendra is characterized by a return (unto this world
therefrom). I do not even mentally covet all these.

18. If you are pleased with me, O Lord, do grant me
devotion fully free from impurities. O Bull-emblemed One, do
stay in this Linga always.

Iivara said:

19. Everything requested thus was granted indeed. His
abode was rendered steady and permanent. That is the great
region of Visnu (too).

20. He who worships that Liriga on the New-Moon day of
the month of Srivana or on the Full.Moon day in the month
of Asvayuk, obtains the merit of a horse-sacrifice.

21. A man without a son gets a son. One who seeks wealth
ob*ains wealth. He becomes handsome and fortunate and
enjoys all pleasures. He becomes an expert in all scriptural
texts. He goes to Rudraloka by means of an aerial chariot
yoked with swans. He is honoured there.
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22. He who expounds or listens to this beautiful glory of
Dhruva honoured by groups of both Asuras and Suras, be-
comes quiescent and goes to Rudraloka, the eternal abode of
all happiness. He is honoured by the leaders of the groups
of Suras and Danavas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYTWO
Greatness of Siddhalaksmi

IS$vara said:

1-8. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should visit
the shrine of the excellent Vaisnavi Sakti. It is situated not
very far from Somesa in the north-eastern direction.

Here the presiding deity of the shrine is well-known as
Siddhalaksmi. The first Pitha (seat or shrine) in the Cosmic
Egg is what is well-established in Prabhasa; There, O my
beloved goddess, in the great Pitha, Yoginis, both Earth-
stalkers and Sky-stalkers, sport about as they please, accompa-
nied by Bhairava.

4. Jalandhara (the second great Mahapitha) and Kamarupa
(are also Pithas). The glorious Rudranrsirhha is the fourth
excellent Pitha.

5. There are also Pithas such as the great Pitha Ratna-
virya and Kasmira Pitha. O goddess, he who is familiar with
these Pithas is a Mantravit (one conversant with Mantras).

6. O great goddess, the excellent Pitha in Saurastra,
which is the basic support of all the Pithas, is well known by
the name Mahodaya. It is the place where the knowledge
facilitating the assumption of a form as one pleases, is effective
even today.

7. In the Pitha there, the goddess well-known as Mahalaksmi
is stationed. She suppresses all sins and lends auspiciousness
to all activities.

8. Where is the fear due to Alaksmi (inglorious poverty)
unto that man who devoutly worships her on Sripaficami day
(the fifth lunar day in the bright half of Magha) strictly in
accordance with the injunctions, with sweet scent, flowers etc.?
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9-11. A devotee should seat himself in the vicinity of
Mahilaksmi on the northern side (for facing north) and
perform the Japa of the queen of Mantras well-known as
Siddhalaksmi. With due observance of initiation, holy ablution
etc., the Mantra is to be repeated a hundred thousand times
duly. Homas are to be performed by repeating the Mantra ten
thousand times with Trimadhu (sugar, honey and ghee), co-
conuts etc. If it is performed thus there is no doubt about this
that Laksmi becomes manifest. She will grant desired Siddhis
in this world as well as in the other.

12 Siddhi (perfect achievement of spiritual power) is within
the grasp of that person who devoutly worships her duly on
the third, eighth and fourteenth lunar days.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYTHREE

Greatness of Mahakali

Ifvara said:

1-3. O goddess, the deity well-known as Mahakali is sta-
tioned there itself in the crevasse of the nether worlds on the
great Pitha situated beneath.

She subdues all miseries. She destroys all enemies. She
should be adored duly at midnight on the eighth day of dark
half, with sweet scents, flowers, incense, Kravya (raw meat) and
oblations.

A woman devotee should perform the worship with Phalatraya
(three types of fruits), remaining pure in person. For a year
during bright halves of the months, she should worship the
goddess in accordance with the injunctions. The fruits should,
of course, be given away to a Brahmana duly.

4-5. O beautiful lady of Suras, the following grains and
lentils should be avoided at night:" Nispava, Adhaki, Mudga,
Masa, Kulitthaka, Masiura, Rajamasa, Godhuma, Triputa, Canaka,
Vartala, Makustha and others.

6. O goddess, these should not be eaten as long as
Gaurivrata is being performed. I shall mention the meritorious
fruit thereof. Listen to it even as it is being narrated.
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7. Neither wealth nor grains shall become exhausted in
her house. For seven successive births that woman shall never
be miserable, unlucky or distressed.

8. The Vrata pertaining to Goddess Mahakali has been
described along with its greatness. If it is performed, it is
conducive to the destruction of sins and the fulfilment of all
desires.

9. Thus, O goddess, the greatness of Mahakali has been
extolled. O great goddess, the Pitha of the holy spot gives
success in the employment of Mantras.

10. On the ninth day in the bright half of Asvayuj, a
devotee should keep vigil at night. A devotee who offers
oblations in the form of adoration, should recite the Mantra
at night at will. He should be gentle in mind. He shall obtain
the excellent Siddhi as desired.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYFOUR

Greatness of Puskaravartaka

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
River Puskaravartaka situated not far from Brahmakunda, on
the northern side.

Formerly, as the Yajfia of the noble-souled Soma was going
on, Brahma had come to Prabhasa Ksetra along with groups
of Suras.

He had been invited by Rksardja (the Moon, Soma) for the
purpose of installing Somanatha as promised earlier by Brahma,
the creator of the worlds: ‘*‘As long as I continue to stay in
the mortal world for any reason, obeisance should be offered
thrice a day (during the periods of junction) in Tripuskara.’’

5. In the meantime, the auspicious hour had come. The
period was recommended as the auspicious hour by the Brahmanas
thinking about deities.
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. 6.  On coming to know that Pitamaha was about to pro-
cced ahead towards Pugkara for the purpose of Sandhya
(prayer at the prescribed hours of junction) Ratrinatha (the
Lord of night namely Soma, Moon) said these words:

7.  “This period alone is reckoned as the auspicious hour
by persons conversant with astrology. May the arrangement be
so made as to avoid lapse of the auspicious time.”

8. Having come to know that the time was propitious,
Brahmai, the grandfather of the worlds, concentrated his mind
and thought of the Pugkaras mentally. '

9. O auspicious and splendid lady of excellent complex-
ion, on being remembered by Brahma, those (Puskaras) mani-
fested themselves immediately on the refulgent banks of the
river.

10. There arose whirlpools (in the river) of three sizes,
large, medium and small. Then, Brahma the grandfather of
the worlds, gave her (the river) a name.

11-13. “With my favour, the splendid river will become
well-known from today by the name Puskaravartaka. A man
who takes his holy bath here and offers libation to the Pitrs
with devotion, will attain what is desired and the merit befit-
ting the Tripuskara. If an excellent man offers libation there
on the third lunar day in the bright half of the month of
Sriavana, the satisfaction (of the Pitrs) shall last for ten thou-
sand Kalpas.”

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYFIVE
Greatness of Sitalagauri

ISvara said:

1-3. A pilgrim should visit the misery-quelling goddess
stationed there itself. Earlier she whs well-known as Sitala in
Dvapara Yuga. But in Kali Age she is famous as Kali-duhkhantakarini
(she who quells miseries of Kali Age).

If adored with ardent devotion, she will make the bodies
of children cool (Sitala) and free from ailments. Hence she
is remembered as Sitala.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



404 Skanda Purana

In order to dispel swellings (boils) in the case of children,
Masuras should be properly measured and pounded.

4. The same is placed before Sitald uttering, "May the
children be free from ailments". Thereby there shall be sup-
pression of Visphota (swelling, boils), Carcika(small boils) etc.
as welll as Vata(rheumatic complaints) etc.

5. Sraddha should be performed there and Brihmanas
should be fed.

6. Camphor, flowers, musk, excellent sandalpaste, saffron
and sweet scents should be offered. The food offering shall
be pudding made with ghee. After dedicating it to the goddess,
everything should be given to a couple.

7.  On the ninth day in the bright half a splendid garland
of Bilva should be offered to the goddess. Thereby the devotee
shall attain all Siddhis.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYSIX
Greatness of Lomasesvara

Isvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Lomasesvara. It is situated within a
distance of seven Dhanus to the east of Duhkhantakarini.

O goddess of Devas, a great Linga was installed by the great
sage Lomasa in the middle of the cave, after performing a
great penance very difficult to be performed.

O my beloved, when the three and a half crores of Heaven-
dwellers beginning with Indra perish he too shall perish.

4. Indras are as many as there are hairs on the body.
When Indra perishes duly, a hair (of the sage) may fall down.

5. Thus, with the favour of I§a, Lomasa became long-
lived. By the time Lomasa completes his life-span, six Brahmas
would have perished.

6. He who devoutly worships that Linga adored by Lomasa
shall also artain long life, happiness and freedom from sickness
and sorrow.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYSEVEN

Greatness of Kankala-bhairava

Ifvara said:

1-3. A pilgrim should visit the excellent Ksetrapala sta-
tioned there itself, named Karikilabhairava. He was employed
by Bhairava for the protection of that holy spot from evil-
minded living beings.

If the devotee of noble soul residing in Puskara Ksetra
worships that deity devoutly on the fifth lunar day in the bright
half of Srivana, and on the eighth lunar day of the month
of Asvina, by means of oblations, flowers etc. duly, the deity
protects him like his own son and removes all the obstacles.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYEIGHT

Greatness of Trnabindvisvara

Isvara said:

1-3. The deity named Trpabindvisvara is stationed within
a distance of five Dhanus to the west thereof (i. e. of
Kankalabhairava). It was installed with perfect devotion,
O goddess, after the leading sage Trnabindu had performed
an elaborate penance, drinking only a drop of water from the
tip of a blade of Darbha every month. Thus he propitiated
Isvara for many years and attained the greatest Siddhi in the
Prabhasika Ksetra of great refulgence.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTYNINE

Greatness of Citraditya

ISvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Citraditya to the south thereof (i.e. of
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Trnabindvisvara) in the vicinity of Brahmakunda. O goddess
of Devas, he has great power. He is the destroyer of all types
of poverty.

O goddess, formerly there was a righteous soul named Mitra
on the earth He was a Kiyastha, always engaged in the welfare
of all living beings.

He used to have close physical intimacy with his wife only
during the prescribed days after menstruation. He had two
children. O lady of excellent countenance, one was a boy of
great refulgence named Citra. He had a daughter called Citra
who was a girl of great beauty and good habits that embel-
lished her.

5. Immediately after the birth of these two, Mitra met
with his death. His excellent wife entered the funeral pyre
along with him.

6. Those two wretched children were brought up by the
sages. They grew up in the great forest engaging themselves
in Vratas even while they were yet children.

7. They came to Prabhasa Ksetra, installed the great deity
Bhaskara, the water-thief (evaporator), and performed an
elaborate penance.

8. The righteous-souled (Citra) worshipped the deity with
incense, garlands and unguent. He joined his palms in ven-
eration and eulogized Lord Siiryadeva by means of the sixty-
eight names enumerated by Vasistha.

Citra said:

9. I bow down to Lord Bhaskara, the master of the
firmament. He is the primordial Lord, the Lord of the uni-
verse, the destroyer of sins and ailments.

10. (I bow down) to the thousand-rayed, thousand-eyed
god with thousand lustrous rays.

Epithets of the Sun-god and his sacred places:

J1. 1 shall eulogize that Lord endowed with secret epi-
thets. At daybreak, he is Mundira-Svamin at the confluence
of Ganga and the ocean. At midday he is Kilapriya resorting
to the banks of Yamuna.

12. At dusk he is at Milasthina (modern Multan) on the
banks of Candrabhiga (modern Chinab) where Sarmmba (Krsna's
son) engaged himself in holy fast and achieved Siddhi.
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13. (I eulogize) Lohitaksa at Varanasi, Brhanmukha in
Gobhilaksa and the highly lustrous Vrddhaditya in Pratisthana
in Prayaga.

14. (I praise) Dvadasaditya in Kotyaksa, Gangaditya in
Caturghata and Naimisa and Goghna and Bhadra stationed in
Bhadraputa.

15. (I eulogize) Vijayaditya in Jaya, Svarnavetasa in Prabhasa,
Samanta in Kuruksetra and Trimantra in Ilavrta.

16. They know as stationed, Kramanaditya in Mahendra,
Siddhesvara in Rna, Padmabodha in Kausambi (Kosam near
Allahabad) and Divakara in Brahmabahu

17. (I bow to) Candakanti in Kedara, Timirapaha in Nitya,
Sivadvira in Ganga-Marga and Aditya in Bhipradipana.

18. (I bow to) Hamsa on Sarasvatitira (the banks of Sarasvati),
Visvamitra in Prthiidaka (Pehoa in Karnal District, Punjab),
Naradvipa in Ujjayini and Amaladyuti in Siddha.

19. (I bow to) Siirya in Kuntikumara, Vibhavasu in Paficanadi,
(Punjab), Vimaladitya in Mathura and Sarnjiiaditya in Samjiiika.

20. (I eulogize) Martanda stationed in §rikamha, Damsaka
in Dasarna (Eastern Malwa), Lord Gopati in Godhana and
Karpa in Marusthala (Marwar in Rajasthan).

21. (I eulogize) Pugpa in Devapura, Kesavarka in Lohita,
Sardiala in Vaidisa (Vidi$a) and Varunavasin in Sona.

22. (I eulogize) Sambakhya in Vardhamana, Subharnkara
in Kamarupa, Mihira in Kianyakubja and Mandara in
Punyavardhana.

23. (I bow to) Ksobhanaditya in Gandhara (Kandhar,
Afghanistan), Amaradyuti in Lanka, Karpaditya in Campa
(Bhagalpur, Bihar) and Subhadariin in Prabodha.

24. (I bow to) Parvatya in Dvaravati (Dvarka, Gujarat),
Himapaha in Himavanta, Mahateja in Lauhitya (Assam) and
Dhirjati in Amalanga.

25. (I bow to) Kumariakhya (one named Kumara) in Rohika,
Padmasarhbhava in Padma, Dharmaditya in Lata (South Gujarat)
and Sthavira in Mardaka.) ’

26. (I bow to) Sukhaprada in Kauberi, Gopati in Kosala
(Oudh), Padmadeva in Korikana and Tapana in Vindhya mountain.

27. (I bow to) Tvastr in Kismira, Ratnasambhava in Caritra,
Hemagarbhastha in Pugkara and Surya in Gabhastika.

28. (I bow to) Mujjhila in Prakasa, Prabhakara in Tirthagrama,
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Rillakaditya in Kimpilya (modern Kampil, Farrukhabad Dis-
trict, U.P.) and Dhanavasin in Dhanaka.

29. (I bow to) Anala on the banks of Narmada and
Gamanadhika everywhere. (Thus the devotee shall repeat) the
sixty-eight (shrines) of Lord Bhaskara of unlimited lustre.

30. A man who is pure and powerful and gets up early in
the morning and recites these or listens to these (names of
the Sun-god) is rid of all sins.

31. One who seeks a kingdom gets a kingdom; one who
seeks wealth gets wealth, one who seeks sons gets sons, and
one who seeks happiness gets happiness.

32. One who is distressed due to ailments is rid of ail-
ments; one who is in bondage is released from bondage. Yes,
the man attains whatever other things he may desire.

Isvara said:

33. Even as Citra of a soul free from impurities eulogized
thus, the Thousand-rayed Lord Sun became pleased with him
after a long time.

34. He said, “Dear son, welfare unto you, O devotee of
excellent holy vows, choose your boon.”

35. He said “O Lord of hot, severe, blazing rays, if you are
pleased with me give me perfection in all activities and knowership
as well”

36. O lady of excellent complexion, that was duly assented
to by the Sun-god. Thereupon, Citra the scion of the family
of Mitra, attained omniscience.

37-39. The God of Death, Dharmaraja, came to know that
he had been endowed with extremely remarkable intellect. He
thought, ‘If this highly intelligent one becomes my writer
(Clerk), I will be able to achieve everything and be extremely
carefree.” O beautiful lady, while Dharmaraja was thinking
thus, Citra went to Agnitirtha in the salt ocean for the sake
of his daily ablution. Even as he entered it, he was carried
off by the servants of Yama.

40. O great goddess, he was carried off bodily by the
servants carrying out the behests of Yama. This Citra came to
be known by the name Citragupta. He became the scribe
recording the conduct of all mortal beings.
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41. Thereupon, O lady of excellent countenance, the deity
came to be known by the name of Citraditya in the world.

42. If a man regulates his diet and worships the deity on
the seventh lunar day, he will never meet with poverty and
misery in the course of seven succeeding births.

43. There itself, the pilgrim should make the gift of a
horse along with a sword in a sheath as well as gold to a
Brahmana. Thus the benefit of the pilgrimage will be realized.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTY
Greatness of Citrapatha River

Ifvara said:

1-5. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the river Citrapatha situated in the vicinity of Brahmakunda
in the centre of the shrine Citraditya.

O beloved goddess of Suras, when the highly intelligent
Citra was bodily carried off by the messengers of Yama carrying
out his behests, his sister who was there came to know of it.
She became extremely miserable. O goddess, the sister of that
noble-souled one became the river Citra and entered the great
ocean in search of her kinsman (brother). Brahmanas assigned
her the name Citrapatha. It was in this manner, O lady of
excellent complexion, that the river came to flow there.

6. A man who takes his holy bath there and visits Citraditya
goes to that great region where Lord Divakara (Sun) is present.

7. O goddess, that river has vanished in this Kali Age. She
may rarely be seen in rainy season. It is very difficult to see
her.

8. Holy ablution and pious gifts offered (there) are
specially destructive of sins. .

9-10. After taking food or before taking food, at night
or by day, on festive occasions or at odd hours, whether one
is personally clean or not, O beloved, whenever the river is
visible she should be viewed. The viewing is authorized. There
is no restriction of time.
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11. On seeing the river, O great goddess, the Pitrs sta-
tioned in heaven sing Saman Mantras, dance and laugh.

12. (They say) ‘If anyone born of our family performs
Sraddha here, he will be causing delight to us as long as the
Kalpa lasts.’

13. By realizing this, a man should get a Sriddha per-
formed there and have his holy bath there for the sake of
destroying all sins, and also for the delight of the Pitrs.

14. Thus, O goddess, it has been narrated as to how the
river Citrapatha reached Prabhasa and settled here as de-
stroyer of sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYONE

Greatness of Kapardicintamani

Isvara said:

1. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
that shrine where Kapardin is stationed. It is situated not far
therefrom (i. e. Citrapatha river) on the northern side. Like
another Cintamani (wish-yielding philosopher’s stone). O goddess,
it bestows the object thought of.

2. O goddess of Devas, on the fourth lunar day coinciding
with a Tuesday, the deity should be bathed, adored with
various kinds of excellent food offerings and propitiated. By
propitiating Vighnaraja, one shall attain all desires.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYTWO

Greatness of Citresvara

}fvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Citresvara situated within a distance
of seven Dhanus to the south-south-east thereof (i.e.
Kapardicintamani)
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-The Linga is of great power and is destructive of all sins.
To one who regularly adores Citresvara there, there is no fear
of hell.

His sin though committed to writing in Citragupta records,
O my beloved, is wiped off by him. Hence one should always
adore Citresa with all efforts. Even he who is defiled by sins
does not see the -hell.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYTHREE

Greatness of Vicitresvara

Ifvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Vicitresvara situated within a distance
of ten Dhanus to the east thereof (i. e. Citre§vara) or rather
a little to the south-east. It is destructive of sins.

O great goddess, that great Linga was installed by vicitra,
the scribe (clerk) of Yama after performing a very difficult
penance.

One who adores after visiting the deity shall be rid of all
sins. A man who worships in accordance with the injunctions
shall never become miserable.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYFOUR

Greatness of Puskara-Kunda

Ivara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the third great Pugkara to the east thereof (i. e. Vicitresvara),
slightly deviating to the north-east. This Kunda is remembered
as the smallest one and named Puskara.

When Brahmi went there at midday for the installation, the
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midday prayer, Sandhya, the mother of the three worlds, was
adored by him.

If the pilgrim takes his ablution there with concentration
and mental purity on the Full-Moon day, it is as good as the
ablution is perfectly taken by him in the Adi-Puskara.

4. For the sake of the eradication of all sins, gold should
be gifted there.

5. Thus the greatness pertaining to Puskara has been
spoken to you. On being listened to, it removes the sins of
men and fulfills all desires.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYFIVE
Greatness of Gajakurmbhodara

ISvara said:

1-2. A pilgrim should visit the sin-destroying Vighnesa sta-
tioned there itself. He is named Gajakumbhodara and he is
the bestower of all Siddhis. Being a great devotee he should
remain pure in mind and take his holy bath in the Kunda (holy
pit) there on the fourth lunar day and devoutly adore him.
Vighnesa becomes pleased with him.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYSIX
Greatness of Yamesvara

Ifvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine of the great Lord Yamesvara installed by Dharmaraja
(the Lord of Death). It is situated to the north thereof (i. e.
Gajakumbhodara).

O lady of excellent complexion, when Dharmaraja was
cursed by Chaya, his foot fell down and he became miserable.

Then the Lord (Dharma) of great penance performed great
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penance in the holy place of Prabhasika. There he installed
the Linga of the Trident-bearing Lord.

Mahadeva was pleased with him and became manifest to
him and said, “O Dharma, welfare unto you. Choose a boon
desired by you.”

5-7. Then Dharmarija said, “Thanks to your favour, O
Lord of Devas, may the foot of mine that has fallen down, grow
again. O most excellent one among Suras, this Linga of yours
has been installed by me. If the creatures on the éarth visit
this with great devotion, let them have freedom from sins with
your favour.”

8.  “It will happen thus.” Saying this Hara vanished. Yama
regained his foot and went back to heaven.

9. If that most excellent one among Suras is visited, even
men who perpetrate evil actions need not be afraid of the
danger arising from Yama's world.

10. On the day of Bhratrdvitiya (the second lunar day after
Dipavali) a devotee should take his holy bath in the waters
of Puskarini, approach Yamesvara and view Yamesa.

11. With Yamadeva in view, the devotee should gift a vessel
of gingelly seeds, a lamp, cows, gold, and the like. He is
redeemed from all sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYSEVEN

Greatness of Brahmakunda

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent Brahmakunda, formerly created by Brahma to
the south-west thereof (i.e. Yamesvara)

When Somanitha was installed by Rksaraja (Lord of stars,
the Moon-god), Brahma and all other Devas had arrived there
on being invited by Sasanka (Moon-god) for the installation
of the Lord.

Then Nifanatha (Lord of the night, Moon-god) humbly
spoke to Brahma, “O most excellent one among Suras, leave
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a mark by which people will know that the installation was
performed by you.”

5. On hearing this, Brahma meditated motionlessly and
invoked (summoned) Puskara and all other Tirthas from
everywhere.

6. All the Tirthas present in heaven as well as in the
nether worlds were drawn to him by Brahma as a result of the
efficacy of his penance. Hence it is being sung about as
Brahmakunda in his name.

7. Itis being watched by fourteen thousand Ganas. Hence
this excellent Tirtha is inaccessible to those not endowed with
devotion.

8. Then Brahma, the grandfather of all the worlds, spoke
to all the Devas:

9-10. “A man who takes his holy bath in the Kunda here
and offers libation to the Pitrs, shall attain all the benefit of
Agnistoma. With the favour thereof, he will roam about in the
heavenly world by means of an aerial chariot.

For the eradication of all the sins, a pilgrim should make
gifts of horses and golden water-pitchers to a learned Brah-
mana.”

11. O great goddess, Sarasvati (river) takes her bath on
the Full-Moon day and the first lunar day there for eliminating
all sins.

12. O my beloved, O goddess, the water there is the very
Siddha Rasayana (holy elixir and a panacea). By taking regular
instruction (from a preceptor) it can be rendered full of
various colours.

13. How can a man be assailed by poverty, misery, ailment
and sorrows after approaching Brahmakunda which is another
wish-yielding celestial tree!

The Devi said:

. 14. O Lord, O venerable one, do expound fully the great-
ness of Brahmakunda. For the welfare of all living beings,
explain it in detail.

15. I have great eagerness to hear the greatness of
Brahmakunda (as one leading) to the destruction of the
misery of the worlds and to the elimination of poverty.
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16. O venerable Sir, all human beings are afflicted with
miseries and sorrow. They roam about throughout their life
in their delusive search for Rasdyanas.

17. For their benefit tell me about the excellent Rasa that
gives ultimate liberation (Nirvana). At first it may make the
body everlasting.

18. It shall be equipped with the eight Siddhis and all
lores. It must possess the power to assume any desired form
and do any intended work. It shall be free from all ailments.

19. Thereafter one shall attain the greatest Nirvana (sal-
vation) thereby. O Lord, the man shall eventually feel con-
tented and blessed.

20. Do take pity on me, O Lord of the worlds. Narrate to
me the means to such an accomplishment. Let the undertak-
ing culminate in Nirvana after avoiding all errors and delu-
sions. O Mahesvara, expound such a divine means of achieving
happiness.

ISvara said:

21-22. Excellent! O great goddess, O benefactress of all
the worlds! O great goddess, this splendid and excellent Tirtha
in the mortal world well-known as Prabhasa extends to twelve
Yojanas. Lord Somesvara there is well-known in all the three
worlds.

23. To the east thereof is the well-known shrine of Srikrsna,
the slayer of Daityas. Candika, the Yogini, there, is surrounded
by female companions.

24. To the east thereof, is the divine and excellent Tirtha
created by the Fourfaced Lord, splendid and full of all
wonders.

25. It is always resorted to by all the Devas, Siddhas,
Sadhyas, Grahas (planets), celestial damsels, divine sages, Yaksas
and serpents.

26. This is the splendid Kunda ¢onducive to divine enjoy-
ment. It serves all desires and is conducive to Siddhi. It is well-
known as Brahmakunda because it was created by Brahma.

27-28. Lord Hiranyesa is stationed in the north-western
corner thereof. That great Lord, the excellent Hiranyesvara
is to be propitiated. A devotee should perform the Japa of the
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great Mantra. A wise man should perform Homas one-tenth
in number thereof. Through Homa the Mantra is stabilised
and mastered. O lady of excellent countenance, this is the
truth.(I repeat it is) the truth.

29. To the northern quarter thereof, slightly deviating to
the north-east, O great goddess, is the Four-faced Lord Ksetrapa
(Protector of the holy spot) assuming the form of a Linga.

30. O goddess, Sankara in the form of Linga guards that
holy spot. After propitiating him with effort, a devotee should
resort to the Kunda.

31. O goddess, to the north-eastern quarter of the Kunda
is the excellent shrine Bhairavesvara, full of all wonders. It is
full of different colours.

32-33. O goddess, the foul-odoured Bhasura (channel)
flows in the form of liquid. Liquids of different colours, get
mingled with its Rasa (current of juice). The most divine one
has the colour of cloud. Then it is silvery and splendid. Again
it is tawny-coloured. Then the highly splendid one resembling
camphor has the colour of milk.

34. Sometimes it shines like musk. Then it flows with a
saffron lustre. Sometimes it has the sweet odour of sandal.
Sometimes the water is bloody (red in colour).

35. These Rasas of different kinds are seen there always.
If Mahadeva is pleased with one, he gets them instantly.

36. If silver is thrown there, it becomes like gold. There
the excellent Rasayana is visible.

37. O goddess, men see this fanciful thing at the same
time. The Rasa present there is highly divine in Kali Yuga.

38. This divine Rasa arising from Brahmakunda is full of
Hemabija (seeds of gold). It causes the eradication of all
ailments of men. It is Siddha (perfect) Rasa.

39. . Now I am narrating this to you for the benefit of
human beings. O renowned one, poverty is instantly removed.

40. At the outset, people make an excellent pot with sheets
of copper. Water from the Tirtha should be poured therein.

‘41. The pot should be put under the ground and burnt
in fire. For six months the process of heating should be carried
out slowly in an oven under ground.

42. Afterwards the pot is taken out and filled with water.
This should be repeated for a month and once again for
another- month.
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43. Then all the pieces should be gathered together with
effort. Again it should be washed with water. This is repeated
once more.

44. If Mahesvara is pleased, it becomes gold.

45-46. If an excellent man desires the Siddhi (perfection)
of the body, he should at the outset take the holy bath
regularly for three years. Regularly observing the vow of
silence, he should repeat the Mahamantra. Then he should
worship Hiranyesa, the Ksetrapala, assiduously.

47. Five Upacaras are included in the adoration. Then he
should perform Dhyana and Dharana. Cooking and boiling
should be in the waters of the Tirtha in Udumbara (i.e. Copper,
according to the commentator) vessel.

48. In this manner, within three years he acquires a divine
body. He shall be refulgent, strong, intelligent and bereft of
all ailments.

49. He who bathes there for three years without a break,
shall live for three hundred years free from misery.

50. The devotee should repeat Véigisvari Mantra every day
along with adoration and Homa. He will attain eloquency of
speech. He will attain Sarasvati Siddhi.

51. He will become a perfect master of Sarnskrta, Prakrta,
Apabhramsa and Paisaci (the speech of Bhiitas). He will be
able to utter words fluently like the current of Ganga. O
beautiful lady, he will be able to speak without being tired and
without any break.

52-563. He will be capable of arguing with thousands of
disputants. He will never become tired due to the power of
this Tirtha.

All scholars, proud and proficient in the science of logic
come with their necks (heads) held up in pride. They may
approach him simultaneously. But, O my beloved, they will not
be able to speak anything; they dare not even look at his face.

54. Merely by looking at them, he will be able to break
thousands of disputants. ’

55-56. He will make people understand all scriptural texts
with clear expositions of their meanings. The pure Paricaratra
texts both Vaisnava and Saiva’, Itihasas, Purinas, Bhiita Tantras,

* There are no $aiva Paiicaritra Texts. The author most probably means
‘Saiva Agamas’.
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Garuda Tantra, the great Bhairava Tantra and the twofold
Kulamarga shall be expounded by him. O my beloved.

57. The flow of his speech will be with the speed of an
excellent chariot and will not falter even a bit. Like serpents
before Garuda, all disputants will be defeated and destroyed.

58. Due to the favour of Brahma, he will be honoured by
kings and one of great prestige. He will have no mental
worries, neither poverty nor ailments.

59. With the favour of this holy Tirtha, he will become one
endowed with energy, enthusiasm and strength. He will be
intelligent and will live like a Deva. He will be a donor, an
enjoyer of pleasures and very eloquent.

60. Due to the efficacy of this Tirtha, the moment a
devotee takes his bath herein, he will get the same refulgence
and splendour as a person regularly annointing his body with
oil gets.

61. All sins that creatures (men) are prone to commit
(such as) calumny, ingratitude and treachery to friends, the
sin resulting from violation of the chastity of another man’s
wife, perish if one takes bath in the Kunda.

62. By the sight of Brahmakunda, sin resulting from cross-
ing a Musala(pestle), sin of a Brahmana who abandons cows
are destroyed.

63. By the power of ablution in this Kunda, one gets the
benefit of taking bath in all the Tirthas on the earth and the
benefit of worshipping all the deities.

64. By seeing it, the sins accrued in the course of seven
births, perish.

65. By resorting to Brahmakunda, the sin of a slayer -of
preceptor or a cow and robbing other men’s wealth perishes.

66. Listen to the benefit that one gets by fifteen
circuamambulations of the Kunda after taking bath therein.

67. It is as good as circumambulating the whole earth
consisting of seven continents, together with the seven nether
worlds and surrounded by crores of Tirthas.

68. A pilgrim who feeds one well-versed in the Vedas with
simple food at this holy spot, gets the benefit of feeding a
hundred thousand persons (elsewhere) by the power of this
holy spot.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VIL1.147.69-79 419

69. After worshipping Brahmesvara, the excellent Hiranyesvara,
the devotee should worship the four-faced Ksetrapala. He will
get whatever is thought of by him.

70. No doubt need be entertained about the fact that such
a person goes to the world of Brahma along with twenty-one
members of his .family and is freed from all sins.

71. After taking the holy bath in Viraiici (Brahma) kunda
i.e., the pilgrim should repeat the Gayatri Mantra a hundred
thousand times duly. He shall be rid of all sins.

72. O lady of excellent countenance, if a pilgrim under-
takes the pilgrimage to Brahmakunda, he becomes a per-
former of meritorious deeds. He is the most excellent one
among men.

73. Eighty-eight thousand sages of perfect control of their
sense-organs resort to Brahmakunda and adore Lord Brahma.

74. All the other Tirthas in the three worlds consisting of
mobile and immobile beings, roar only as long as men do not
view Brahmesvara Tirthas, O my beloved.

75. If men drink the holy water of Brahmakunda but once,
they will incur no sin mental, physical or verbal.

76. By circumambulating Brahmakunda, one acquires the
merit of all the Tirthas in Brahmanda (Cosmic Egg) and
beyond.

77. The noble-souled Yajiiavalkya who has attained the
form of the supreme Brahman, never leaves this Kunda. So
also the Gana Nikumbha.

78. Thus the greatness of Brahmakunda has been suc-
cinctly narrated due to my love for you, O goddess of Devas.
What else do you wish to ask?

79. A man who is thoroughly equipped with faith and who
listens to this, shall be rid of all sins. He shall go to the world
of Brahma.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYEIGHT
Greatness of Kundalakapa

Ifvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the Kapa (well) pertaining to Kundala. It is near Brahmakunda
on the northern side thereof.

It was there, O great goddess, that a thief Rupakundalaharaka
(‘who removed the beautiful earrings’) became a Siddha.

O goddess, a man who takes his holy bath there becomes
free from the sin incurred from stealing as a result of the
power of bathing therein. O goddess of Devas, no one belong-
ing to his family shall ever be a thief or a ruthless one, for
seven generations.

For the redemption of sinners killed by weapons, the pil-
grim should perform rites like offering balls of rice etc.,
particularly on the Sivaratri day.

The Devi said:

5. O Lord, O most excellent one among speakers, tell
me in detail how (the Kupa) associated with earrings became
famous on the earth.

ISvara said:

6. Listen, O goddess, to the sin-destroying, highly meri-
torious story, on hearing which a man becomes rid of sins
acquired in the course of a hundred births.

7. There was a king named Sudarsana who was very
intelligent and the sole emperor of the earth. That was
because he had observed fast on Sivaratri day and also a result
of the greatness of Prabhasaksetra.

8. He was very rich and blessed. He ruled over the
subjects assiduously. His kingdom was very prosperous and
rendcred brilliant by (residing) Brahmanas. It was flourishing
and was devoid of lecherous persons and thieves.

9. In that beautiful region, his city was splendid and
divinely blessed, adorned with ramparts and consisted of per-
sons of all the four castes.
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10. In that beautiful and excellent city, King Sudarsana
ruled the kingdom free from all thorns (enemies and traitors)
along with his kinsmen. This prosperous king was the son of
Hiranyadatta born of a Gandhara princess.

11. His chaste and beloved queen was well-known by the
name Sunanda. She was a splendid princess, daughter of the
king of Kasi. She was earnestly devoted to her husband and
observed Vratas.

12. The eminent king enjoyed all pleasures along with her.
A great deal of time passed thus while he enjoyed diverse
pleasures.

13. He performed great Yajiias and made many religious
gifts. O lady of excellent holy vows, (thus) he passed his days
in the company of his wife.

14. Once, O lady of excellent countenance, during the
Sivaratri (festival) in the month of Magha, he happened to
recollect his previous birth. He called his wife and said:

Sudarsana said:

15. O fair lady of excellent countenance, I have to observe
the Sivaratri Vrata. Indeed it was due to the efficacy of this
Vrata that this kingdom has been gained by me.

The queen said:

16. O great king, what you have told me amounts to this
that the power (of this Vrata) is very great. My heart (mind)
is surprised. Tell the reason hereof to me.

The king said:

17-19.  Listen to the greatness of that Tirtha, especially
of fasting on Sivaratri day. O my queen, on the Sivaratri day,
I had gone to that primordial Tirtha named Prabhasa. It is
highly splendid. It is the veritable entrance to the heavenly
world. It is a beautiful and charming city of Siva. It is the most
excellent Tirtha causing the fulfilment of onés desires. It is
a flourishing city, always resorted to by pious people. This Tithi
(i.e. fourteenth lunar day) is the most excellent one of all
Tithis.
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20. Men of all cities and countries came there, O beautiful
lady, in order to observe the holy fast on the Sivaratri day.

21. A merchant named Dhana used to stay there always.
He was wealthy and a pious soul devoted to righteous practices.

22. He observed fast in the company of his wife. This wife
was highly chaste and endowed with beauty and youth.

23-24. She was bedecked with all ornaments including
oscillating necklaces and girdles. The merchant and his wife
eschewed lust and anger. They headed towards the holy spot.
He had his bath and wore white garments and remained pure.
They performed every rite devoutly in accordance with the
injunctions. They observed vigil at night too.

25. I was (then) born in a good Sudra family. I was a
regular worshipper of deities and Brahmanas. But there I was
present as a thief and sinner resorting to thievery.

26. There again it was still my Karma of the previous birth
that made me engrossed in misdeeds always. Well, on that
night I stayed amongst common people.

27. O lady of excellent countenance, 1 was lying hidden
near the Kunda waiting for an opportunity to find a fault on
the part of the wife of the merchant.

28-30. The whole of that night was spent by me keeping
awake in the isolated place. But I also listened to the sounds
of songs and auspicious chantings of the Vedic passages and
witnessed the dances.

There were sounds of clapping of hands and holy books
were being read. The night was about to come to a close and
I was waiting there when the ever smiling wife of the rich
merchant had some painful experience of suppressed evacu-
ation of bowels. Distressed due to that, she came out of the
temple.

31. I tore away her ears and leapt into the water where
I stayed. A great hue and cry was raised by the residents of
the city.

82. On hearing the tumult and the lament due to the
slitting of the ears, the police and the servants of the royal
administration ran here and there.

83. With torches and weapons in their hands, I was thor-
oughly searched by those people. But the gold was not found
by them as it lay hidden in my mouth.
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34. With a keen-edged sword they cut off my head and
searched everywhere with torches in their hands. They did not
see even a bit of gold.

35. Leaving me there all of them went to the king and
reported to him, “The fellow has been killed by us instantly
but nothing was found out.”

36-38. Having told thus, they went to their respective
places. My kinsmen who became very afraid, dug a pit on the
northern side of Brahmatirtha, O my beloved, and put my
head and body together. Thus I was kept covered in the
excellent Tirtha named Prabhasa. I became a jatismara (one
capable of remembering previous births) by the power of
Sivaratri (rite and vow).

39. O lady of excellent complexion, this flourishing king-
dom free from thorns (i.e. enemies and traitors) has been
acquired by me. This is the efficacy of Prabhasa due to the
fasting on Sivaratri day. This is the benefit that has been
received by me. Hence I shall once again go there and observe
fast.

The queen said:

40. We shall go there where your skull had fallen. If, on
breaking the skull gold is seen I shall become convinced of
your story. There is no doubt.

The king said:

41. Bones last (unaffected) for a Kalpa till the earth is
annihilated. Get up. Welfare unto you. Go to the excellent
Ksetra named Prabhasa.

42. On hearing the words uttered by the king she also
decided to go there for the observance of fast on Sivaratri day.

43. Along with his wife, he got into a chariot bedecked
with gold and yoked with fast running horses and went to
Prabhasa Ksetra.

44-45. O lady of excellent complexion, they observed the
Vrata in the Prabhasa Ksetra and came to Brahma Tirtha. They
then dug up everything, slit the corpse and took up the gold.
(The king showed it to the queen.)
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Ivara said:

46-47. The king's wife was convinced. She went to the
greatest spot where they had the excellent benefit. On seeing
that miraculous event all the people were surprised.

48. O lady of excellent countenance, a river named Citrapatha
sprang up there to the east of Citriditya and to the north of
Brahma Tirtha.

49. That holy Kundalakiipa Tirtha that destroys all sins is
situated there.

50-51. In the month of Sravana a devotee should take his
holy ablution in the Kupa in accordance with the injunctions.
O goddess, he should perform a special Sriddha too. Then
he should adore Citraditya. He is thereby honoured in the
world of Siva.

52. Thus everything regarding the benefit of Sivaratri has
been mentioned to you. It grants worldly pleasures and sal-
vation. It is destructive of all sins.

53. A man who reads this everyday or listens to this shall
be rid of all sins. He is honoured in Rudra-Loka.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FORTYNINE
Greatness of Bhairavesvara

ISvara said:

1.  Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Bhairavesvara situated to the north-east
of Brahmakunda. It is destructive of sins. The great Four-faced
Lord is ready stationed there for guarding the Tirtha.

2-3. If the pilgrim takes his holy bath in the great Kunda
and worships the deity in accordance with the injuctions
regarding the five Upacaras devoutly and with perfect control
of the sense-organs, the man redeems all the earlier members
‘of his family as well as all the future generations. No doubt
need be entertained in this respect.

4. Heis notreborn here in this world. He will never meet
with destruction. He will roam about always by means of aerial
chariots shining like the sun.
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5. Surrounded by thousands of women, he will sport
about like Devas in heaven.

6. O great goddess, this Four-faced Deity is highly reful-
gent. By viewing this Linga, a man is rid of all sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTY
Greatness of Brahmesvara

Isvara said:

1. Thereafter, a pilgrim should go to the shrine of
Brahmesvara stationed towards the south thereof (i.e.
Bhairavesvara). It is near Brahmakunda and was installed by
Brahma formerly. It is being guarded by my Ganas and is well-
known in all the three worlds.

2. The pilgrim should take his holy bath there on the
fourteenth lunar day and more particularly on the New-Moon
day. He should then perform the Sraddha duly. Then he
should worship Brahmesa.

3. For propitiating Sankara, he should give gold to the
Brahmanas.

4. O goddess, by doing thus the man attains the benefit
of his birth. He gains extensive renown, O my beloved, and
rejoices along with Brahma.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYONE

Greatness of Savitrisvara Bhairava

Isvara said: '
1. On the southern side thereof is stationed the third
Bhairava. It was installed by Savitri near Brahmakunda.
2.  After propitiating the Lord of Devas, the great-grand-
father of Devas, there, she propitiated Sarikara by her penance
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wherein she accepted no food except the intake of air.

3-6. On being pleased, O goddess, Lord Sankara said to
that lady of excellent countenance: “I will grant all the splen-
did boons mentally wished for to that man who, on a Full-
Moon day, takes the holy bath in this Kunda and worships my
Linga with sweet scents, flowers etc. duly and in accordance
with the injunctions. Even one afflicted with great sins shall
be rid of those sins. Richly endowed with everything desired,
he will become the Bull-emblemed Lord himself.”

7.  After saying this, O goddess of Devas, he vanished.
After installing Sankara, Savitri went to the world of Brahma.

8. Thus the greatness of Savitrisa has been briefly de-
scribed. An intelligent one who listens to this becomes rid of
sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYTWO
Greatness of Naradesvara Bhairava

Isvara said:

1. The third Bhairava has been extolled. Now listen to
the efficacy of the fourth Bhairava stationed within a distance
of three Dhanus on the western side of Brahmesa.

2. The deity subdues all sins. He bestows all desired
things on men. He is named Naradesvara because the idol was
installed by Narada.

3-4. The great exalted sage Narada was staying in the world
of Brahma. He saw the great divine Vina (Lute) with ten
thousand strings. It was left there by Sarasvati. It was highly
refulgent. On seeing it, Narada became curious and played on
it.

5. While the strings were being played seven Brahmanas
fell down from there. They were well-known as Svaras (notes),
Sadja etc.

6-7. On seeing them Narada was dismayed and he let off
the lute. He then asked Brahma : “O Lord, what is this miracle?
While the strings were being played these Brahmanas have
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fallen on the ground. O Lord, who are these Brahmanas ? Why
do they lie down as though they are dead?”

Brahma said:

8. O highly esteemed one, these are the seven Svaras who
have fallen down unconscious. Because of your ignorance of
playing properly, you have committed a great sin.

9. You have committed the sin of the slaughter of seven
Brahmanas. Hence, O sage, hasten to the excellent holy spot
of Prabhasa.

10-12.  For the riddance of all the sins, do propitiate the
Lord of Devas.

On being told thus, Narada expressed his regret frequently
and grieved over this. He came to the holy spot of Prabhasa.
After reaching Brahmakunda, he assiduously adored Bhairava
for a hundred years in accordance with the reckoning of
Devas.

O my beloved, he became free from sins and became fully
conversant with the art. of singing.

13. Ever since then, O goddess, the Linga became well-
known as Naradesvara Bhairava in the world. O great goddess,
it is destructive of all sins.

14. One who, out of ignorance, wrongly plays on the Vina
and the notes, O Mahesvari, shall go there for redemption
from the sin thereof.

15. He who observes fast in the month of Magha and
worships Naradesa Bhairava thrice a day, becomes charming
unto beautiful damsels of heaven.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYTHREE

Greatness of Hiranyesvara

I$vara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Hiranyesvara situated within a distance
of two Dhanus to the north-west of Brahmakunda.
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It is destructive of all sins and dispels all sorts of impov-
erished states. It is on the west of Krtasmara and on the east
of Agnitirtha.

It is on the south-west of Yamesvara and on the north of
the ocean. Brahma performed a great penance on the eastern
side of the Linga. Then he propitiated the Three-eyed Lord
of Devas.

Then the great Lord who was pleased said: “O Brahma, tell
me what boon you want.”

Brahma said:

5. O Lord, if you are pleased with me, it is my intention
that I should perform a Yajiia. It behoves you to recommend
to me a highly meritorious spot for the purpose.

Isvara said:

6. Even a great sinner becomes relieved of sins if he be
staying in the intervening space between Krtasmara and
Brahmakunda and between Yamesa and the ocean.

7. O great Lord, You should do whatever is desired by
you and delights your mind at the place where the river
Visuvati always flows for the benefit of the meritorious men.

8.  On being told thus Brahma started his excellent Yajia.

9. Thereupon, Indra and other Devas seeking their shares
came there. All the sages who too desired their shares came
there.

10. Thereupon, he (Brahma) gave Daksina to those who
came to the Yajiia. Then, O lady of renown, on being distrib-
uted thus, the Daksina dwindled.

11. Then Brahma became extremely distressed. He began
to meditate mentally. With palms joined in reverence he spoke
these words:

12-13a. “O Lord Virupaksa, the Yajiia cannot be concluded.
Due to shortage of Daksina the Yajia will not be complete and
perfect. Kindly do see to this that all go back receiving
adequate Daksina.” '

13b. On hearing the words of Pitamaha, I began to medi-
tate.
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14. Goddess Sarasvati was remembered with a desire for
the welfare of Devas. That highly meritorious goddess came
and the Devi was told by me then:

15. “The monetary position of the Lotus-born One is weak.
The Kratu could not be concluded. Hence with my favour, be
one flowing with gold.”

16. Thereupon the flow of Sarasvati deflected towards the
west. Thousands of flowers of gold sprouted up.

17. By the flow of gold, the splendid waters of Sarasvati,
O my beloved, filled with millions of lotuses the area between
the Daityasidana shrine and Agnitirtha.

18. Brahma concluded the Yajiia by gifting those golden
lotuses to the Brahmanas (as Daksina). Brahma was delighted
along with the Brahmanas.

19. With the remaining lotuses, he filled the ground and
installed the Kanakesvara Linga above it.

20. After installing the Linga of the Lord bowed to by all
the Devas, he gave each of the sages ten thousand golden
lotuses as monetary gift.

21. The remaining lotuses were placed under the ground
in the middle of Brahmakunda. A man of no merits does not
get them.

22. Even today the water of that Kunda appears of varie-
gated colour. There, due to the contact of the lotuses beneath,
the water turns into gold in a moment.

23. After keeping the golden lotuses and installing the
Linga above, Prajapati (Brahma) himself worshipped it. Due
to the golden lotuses the deity became Hiranyesa.

24. The deity suppresses all sins and destroys poverty. By
viewing Lord Hiranyesa, one is relieved of all sins.

25. If a devotee worships that Linga on the fourteenth
lunar day in the month of Magha, it is as good as the entire
Brahmanda including all mobile and immobile beings, has
been worshipped by him.

26. A person by whom that Linga has been adored is
considered as one who has gifted e'verything and as one who
has propitiated all the Devas, as one who has gifted the whole
Cosmos.

27. O lady of excellent complexion, this has been narrated
to you out of love. This has never been narrated to anyone
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else by me. O lady of excellent countenance, it is a great
secret.

28. One who devoutly listens to this, who reads this with
devotion, shall be rid of all sins and shall go to the world of
Devas.

29. Thus, O beautiful lady, the highly famous five Sacred
Bhairavas stationed in the vicinity of Brahmakunda have been
narrated to you.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYFOUR
Greatness of GayatriSvara

Isvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
a shrine to the north-west of Hiranyesvara where the sin-
relieving Linga is present within a distance of three Dhanus.

It dispels the sins of all creatures who view or touch it. It
is the first Linga, O great goddess, installed by Gayatri.

A Brahmana who goes to that Linga and repeats the Gayatri
Mantra after purifying himself adequately, becomes relieved
from the sin of Duspratigraha (acceptance of gifts from a
defiled person).

4. A man who feeds a couple of Brahmanas after present-
ing them with garments in accordance with his capacity on
the Full-Moon day in the month of Jyestha, becomes rid of
misfortunes.

5. If a devotee adores with scents, flowers and other
offerings on the Full-Moon day, O beautiful lady, he retains
his Brahmanahood in seven successive births.

6. Thus, O goddess, the sin-destroying greatness has been
narrated. O my beloved, it is the most essential of all.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYFIVE

Greatness of Ratnesvara
Isvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Ratnesvara. O my beloved goddess,
after performing penance there, the powerful Visnu installed
that Linga that grants all desires.

A man who always takes his bath in Ratnakunda and de-
voutly worship with all formalities, shall attain the desired
benefit.

It was by performing a very severe penance here that the
Sudarsana discus that causes the destruction of all Daityas, was
acquired by Krsna (Visnu) of unmeasured radiance.

4. O great goddess, this spot is always very dear to me.
O goddess of Devas, I stay there even during the time of
Pralaya. 1 do not desert it.

5. O goddess, that holy spot pertaining to Visnu is known
by the name Sudarsana. The area all around extends to thirty-
six Dhanus.

6. Any living being, even of the lowest category, that dies
within this area when death becomes due, O goddess, shall
attain the greatest region (liberation).

7. A pilgrim who makes the gift of gold replica of Garuda
and yellow garments with Visnu in view shall attain the benefit
of the pilgrimage.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYSIX

Greatness of Garudesvara

Ksvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine installed by Garuda, the son of Vinata. It is situated
within a distance of three Dhanus to the north of Ratnesvara.

After realizing that the holy place is associated with Visnu,
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O goddess of Devas, Vainateya installed the Linga that destroys
all sins.

If a pilgrim duly worships it on the fifth lunar day in
accordance with the injunctions, no serpent poison becomes
effective in his case for a period of seven births.

If a devotee bathes the Linga with Paficamrta and worships
it in accordance with the injunctions, he shall attain the entire
merit, O goddess. He rejoices in heaven like Devas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYSEVEN

Greatness of Satyabhamesvara

ISvara said:

1-5. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the splendid shrine of Satyabhamesvara situated within a
distance of a Dhanus to the south of Ratnesvara.

It suppresses all sins. It was installed by Satyabhama, the
beloved wife of Srikrsna, endowed with excellent beauty and
munificence.

The holy spot associated with Visnu is destructive of sins
of men who, after going there, take holy ablution.

A man or a woman who devoutly worships the deity on the
third lunar day in the month of Magha shall surely be rid of sins.

One who is miserable through misfortunes, grief and dis-
tress as well as obstacles shall also be relieved. There is no
doubt that he shall be endowed with Satya (Truth), Bha
(Refulgence), Ma (Laksmi, glory).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYEIGHT
Glory of Anangesvara
Isvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the excellent shrine of Anangesvara stationed within a distance
of a Dhanus in front of Ratnesvara.
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After realizing that the place is a great holy spot dispelling
sins in Kali Age, Kimadeva, the son of Visnu, installed that
Linga.

One who views the deity and worships it, shall be equal to
Kimadeva, one who enchants the minds of heavenly damsels
and Vidyadharis.

4-6. No one in his family shall ever be ugly and unfortunate.

O lady of excellent complexion, if the holy vow is observed
on the thirteenth lunar day associated with Ananga with
special propitiation, it makes the birth fruitful. The devotee
should make the gift of a bed to a Brahmana of good conduct,
especially a devotee of Visnu. He shall obtain the benefit of
the pilgrimage.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTYNINE
Greatness of RatnesSvara

Isvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, a pilgrim should go to the excellent
Ratnakunda, O great goddess. It is situated within a distance
of seven Dhanus to the south of Ratnesa. It is destructive of
great sins and was created by Visnu himself.

Eight crores of Tirthas existing on the earth, heaven and
intermediate space were brought by Krsna and caused to flow
there.

O my beloved, a crore of Ganas guard that Kunda (holy
pit). After the advent of Kali Age, it becomes inaccessible to
those who have no control over themselves.

4. By taking bath therein, O great goddess, and by per-
forming rites laid down by injunctions, one will acquire the
benefit of a horse-sacrifice more than a hundred times thereof.

5. O beautiful lady, the devotee should offer balls of rice
especially on the Ekadasi (eleventh lunar day) day. The Pitrs
will have unending satisfaction.

6. O goddess, the devotee should keep awake on the
Ekadasi day in accordance with the injunctions. If he be of
steady, unwavering faith, he will get what is desired.

7. In order to get the full benefit of proper performance
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of the pilgrimage, the devotee should make the gift of a milch
cow and yellow garments with Visnu in view.

8. Itis called Hemakunda in Krta age. It is named Raupya
(Kunda) in Treta Age; Cakra-kunda in Dvapara Age; and it
is remembered as Ratna-kunda in Kali Age.

9. O beautiful lady, many of the currents of the Patalavahini
Ganga, flowing through Patila were brought there by Hari and
they exist therein now.

10. A bath there is akin to the holy ablution in all the
Tirthas, O goddess of Devas. '

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTY

Greatness of Raivantakaraja Bhattaraka

Isvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the great shrine of the great son of the Sun-god, Rajabhattaraka
Raivantaka. He is highly powerful and is represented as seated
on a horse. (The icon is equestrian.)

O my beloved, he is stationed in the middle of the holy
spot to the south-west of Savitri. By viewing him, O fair lady,
a man is rid of all disasters.

If a man worships him on the seventh lunar day coinciding
with a Sunday, O goddess, no one in his family becomes
destitute.

Hence, one should endeavour to propitiate him in every
respect for an obstacle-free residence in the holy spot (in the
case of an ordinary man) or for the increase of cavalry forces
in the case of a king.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYONE
Greatness of Anante$vara

Ifvara said:

1-4. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine named Anantesvara situated to the south of
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(Rajabhattaraka) and within a distance of sixteen Dhanus to
the north-east of Lakysmanesa. O my beloved, after realizing
that the holy spot is very sacred, it was installed by Ananta(Sesa),
the king of serpents. O goddess of Devas, a devotee should
worship the deity on the fifth lunar day in the bright half
of the month of Philguna. He should control his diet and
sense-organs and worship by means of the five Upacaras
(Means of Service). For the next fifteen years, serpents will
not bite him. (Even if they bite) the poison will not spread
in the body.

5-6. Hence, one should assiduously worship the deity
especially on the fifth lunar day. On that day the rite of
Ananta Vrata should be performed along with the prepara-
tion of milk pudding with honey. Food consisting of milk
pudding and honey should be given to Brahmanas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO

Greatness of Astakulesvara

Ifvara said:

1-3. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine of Astakulesvara stationed to the south thereof (i.e.
of Anantesvara) and to the east of Laksmanesa.

This Liniga suppresses all sins and eliminates great poison.
It is adored by Siddhas and Gandharvas and it grants desired
objects.

A man who worships this deity on the eighth lunar day in
a dark half in accordance with the injunctions, shall be rid
of all terrible sins. He is honoured in the region of Nagas.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTHREE
Greatness of Nasatyesvara

Isvara said:

1. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
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the shrine named Nasatyesvara stationed on the east of it. It
is destructive of great sins.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFOUR
Greatness of Asvinesvara

Isvara said:

1-5. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine named Asvinesvara stationed within a distance of
five Dhanus to the east thereof. It suppresses a series of great
sins. On being adored, it fulfills all desires. On being viewed,
it suppresses all ailments and facilitates the acquisition of all
objects.

It is a great antidote to all who suffer from ailment in the
world.

Viewing it on the second lunar day in the month of Magha
is very rare. Hence if welfare is desired, one should devoutly
view it. On being adored, it suppresses all great sins and fulfills
all desires.

Thus, O goddess, these are two Lingas installed by the sons
of the Sun. An excellent man with full control over himself
should view them on the same day.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYFIVE

Greatness of Savitri

Isvara said:

» 1. Thereafter, O great goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine of Savitri, the mother of the worlds, who suppresses
great sins. She is installed on the north-eastern side of Somesa.

2. A man who has controlled himself and restrained his
senses shall be able to view her.
3.  On coming to know that Brahma, desirous of performing
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a sacrifice, has married perforce another woman as co-wife,
Savitri got angry with Gayatri.

4. Then that goddess (Savitri) abandoned Brahma born
of the lotus and resorted to the holy place of Prabhasa. She
continued to be distressed on account of the anger of her co-
wife.

5.  The fair lady of pleasing appearance stays in that spot
even today and performs an elaborate penance unbearable
even to Devas.

Sri Devi said:

6. Why was that Savitri abandoned by Brahma earlier?
How was Gayatri obtained (by him)? By whom was she
offered?

7. Of what sort was Gayatri whom the Lotus-born One
obtained (and how was it) that he abandoned his (first) wife
and became interested in her?

8. Whose daughter was she, O Lord ? For what purpose

the marriage was celebrated? This is my curiosity. It behoves
you to clarify it.

ISvara said:

9. Listen, O goddess. I shall explain to you the great story
of Savitri as to how she was abandoned by Brahma and how
Gayatri was wedded.

10-13. Formerly, this idea occurred to Brahma, born of
the Unmanifest One. ‘Undoubtedly these Vedas were enun-
ciated by me thus, for the sake of the Yajfias. On being
propitiated by means of Yajfias, Devas will shower rain on the
earth. Thereupon, all herbs and vegetation will crop up on
the earth. Therefrom Sukra (semen) will be generated and
the process of creation will get initiated through Sukra. There-
fore, I shall perform Yajiia for the creation of all the worlds.
On seeing me ardently interested in Yajiias, Brahmanas who
are on the earth shall perform hundreds and thousands of
Yajiias.’

14. Thus, O beautiful lady among Suras, he resolved to
perform Yajiias. For that purpose he established the holy place
named Puskara.
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15-16. O great goddess, a great sacrificial pandal was raised
on behalf of that noble-souled one. All the celestial sages and
Devas along with Indra as their leader arrived there for the
Yajiia of Pitamaha. Holy and excellent Brahmanas became the
Rtviks (sacrificial priests).

17. Savitri, the wife of that noblesouled one and the
mother of the worlds, was engaged in domestic tasks. As the
time for initiation elapsed, she was summoned by the Adhvaryu.
Thereupon Savitri spoke these words:

Savitri said:

18. As yet I have not completed the make-up and embel-
lishment in the house. Laksmi has not come till now, nor
Bhavani nor Ganga.

19. Neither Svaha, nor Svadha, nor Arundhati, nor Indrani
nor the other wives of Devas. How can 1 go (come) alone?

20-21a. Pulastya, the noble-souled sage, went and told
Brahma: “O Lord, Savitri is engaged in domestic tasks. She
has not come. This is your wife. What sort of rite is this ? Can
it bear any fruit?”

21b-22. God Brahma, the initiated one, with a head with
a tuft of hair behind and clad in the hide of a deer, became
angry with his wife and spoke to Indra:

23. “O Sakra, this is my directive. Fetch another wife from
somewhere and return quickly so that there will be no trans-
gression of the (specific) time (for this Yajia).”

.24-26. At the behest of Paramesthin (i.e. Brahma) the
Slayer of Bala (i. e. Indra) hurried out but could not see any
woman fit to be the wife of the Swan-vehicled One (i.e.
Brahma).

The intelligent Thousand-eyed One became afraid of being
cursed by Brahma. A beautiful and youthful cowherd lass was
seen by him. She was carrying a full pitcher. Inferring that
she was a virgin, he requested her. Taking her with him, Sakra
came to the place where the Four-faced Lord of Devas was
seated as the initiated one accompanied by Visnu and Rudra.

27. The Slayer of Madhu (i.e. Visnu) gave the virgin in
marriage (to Brahma.)

28. Urged by Sarikara himself as well as by the celestial
sages, Brahma married her and performed the rites of initia-
tion in her case as in his own case.
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29. Thereupon the Yajiia equipped with everything desir-
able was begun.

30. There Atri was made the Hoty, reciter of Rgvedic
hymns, Pulastya became the Adhvaryu, Marici the Udgaty, and
I, the leading Sura, became the Brahma (presiding priest).

31-33. Those with Sanatkumara as the chief one, were
made the Sadasyas (members of sacrificial assembly). They had
put on befitting garments and ornaments. They were adorned
with crowns and rings and other ornaments. Behind everyone
of these, there were three other Rtviks (priests). Thus there
were sixteen Rtviks altogether. They were asked (by Brahma):
“I should be blessed by you throughout this Yajia. Let my wife
Gayatri too be blessed in this Yajia.”

34-35.  Gayatri was clad in fine fabrics. She had a covering
veil of silken cloth. With a staff made of Udumbara, Brahma
came out of the Patnisala (wife’'s chamber) accompanied by
the Rtviks well-versed in the Vedas. He was covered with a deer
skin. Brahma thus entered the Yajfia-pavilion along with her
(i.e. Gayatri).

Isvara said:

36. In the meantime, the celestial ladies who had been
invited for the Yajiia arrived at the place where Savitri was
present.

37. The renowned Laksmi who was born to Khyati and
Bhrgu and who was the wife of Visnu and was invited there,
arrived in a hurry.

38. There, the highly esteemed goddess was embellished
by Yoganidra and others. There was the fair lady Kanti and
Sraddha, Dyuti and Tusti too.

39. There was Sati, the daughter of Daksa and also Uma,
the splendid daughter of Mountain. The goddess who bestows
conjugal felicity on women was the most beautiful lady in the
three worlds.

40. There were Jaya, Vijaya, Gauri and Mahidhani (one
having enormous wealth). There was Manojava, the wife of
Wind-god and also Rddhi, the beloved of Kubera.

41. Daughters of Devas, Danavis and those born of Danu’s
race had also come. There were the wives of the seven sages
and of the other saints as well.
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42. There were Plava, Mitra and the daughters (of other
sages). There were the groups of Vidyadharas. There were the
Pitrs and the daughters of Raksasas. There were the other
Lokamatrs (Mothers of the world).

43-44. There were the Devis beginning with Aditi. The
daughters of Daksa came. Accompanied by them Savitri, the
wife of Brahma, residing in the lotus, desired to proceed
ahead.

O lady of excellent countenance, some of them carried
Modaka (sweetmeat) and some carried Apupa (bread, pie).

45. Others carried fruits and proceeded towards Brahma.

Still others carried Adhaki (pulse), Nigpava (legume) and
Rajamasa(beans).

46-51. Others carried various kinds of Dadima (pomegran-
ate) and Matulinga (citron). O splendid lady, yet others car-
ried Karira and Karamardaka. A few carried Kausumbha, firaka
and Kharjura; others carried Utati and coconuts. Others car-
ried mangoes along with grapes for the purpose of embellish-
ment as before. A few carried various kinds of excellent
Jambuka, Aksoda, Amalaka and Jambira. O lady of excellent
countenance, some carried ripe Bilva fruits and Cirbhata.
Others carried many vessels of food and beverages of various
kinds. Others carried lumps of sugar and Kausumbha garments
(or in Kausumbha cloth).

Thus, O lady of excellent countenance, many auspicious
ones carried these and other things and reached the place
along with Savitri.

52. On seeing that Savitri had come Purandara (Indra)
became afraid. Brahma remained looking down wondering
what she would say to him.

53. Visnu and Rudra became bashful and shame-faced. So
too were the Brahmanas and the members of the assembly.
The other Heaven-dwellers became frightened.

54-55.  Sons and grandsons, nephews and uncles and brothers,
the Devas named Rtus and the chiefs of Devas were abashed
and disconcerted wondering what Savitri- would say. They
enquired whether the Vedic passages were to be recited by the
daughter of a cowherd.

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VIL1.165.56-74 441

56-58. When all of them were speaking some words the
listeners kept quiet. ‘She was summoned by the Adhvaryu but
the lady of fair complexion (Savitri) did not come. Another
girl was brought by Sakra and was offered (in marriage) by
Visnu himself. It was approved by Rudra and she was offered
by the father himself. What will she do now and how will the
Yajfia come to a conclusion?’ Even as they were worriedly
thinking thus, Kamalalaya (Savitri) entered.

59. Along with his wife Brahma was invited by the Rtviks
well-versed in the Vedas. Homas were performed in the fires
there by the Brihmanas who had mastered the Vedas.

60. In the Patnisala (wife's chamber) the cowherdess was
seated meditating on the great Lord. She had a silver horn
and girdle. She was clad in silky fabric.

61. She was loyal to her husband considering him to be
her vital airs. She was seated there as an important person.
She was wide-eyed and compassionate. By her splendour, she
could be compared to the Sun.

62. Like the lustre of the Sun, she was illuminating the
assembly there. The sacrificial fire blazed and Rtviks moved
about.

63. Excellent Brahmanas held parts of the beasts (sacri-
ficial animals). Seeking their shares, Devas arrived. It was
already late.

64. Nothing should be done after the prescribed time. If
it is not performed thus it cannot yield fruit. The whole of
this reference (topic) is to be seen in the Vedas by learned
men.

65-66. As the Pravargya rite was being performed by the
Brahmanas well-versed in the Vedas, when Kjsiradvaya (two
drops of milk) was being consigned to the fire by the Adhvaryu
uttering the Mantra, when all the Brahmanas had assembled
after being summoned severally (one calling the other and the
other calling some other successively) and the foodstuffs were
being prepared, the fair lady saw all:these and became furious.
She spoke to Brahma seated silently in the middle of the
assembly:

67-74. “How did this idea occur to you, O Lord ? Why
is this misdeed committed? You have committed a sin in
abandoning me out of lust.
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A (girl) who is not even equal to the dust of my foot, has
been raised to your head by you!

All these who have assembled in the hall should explain
this. It is surprising that those who exert authority do whatever
they wish.

Out of your lust for a beautiful form, you have committed
a despicable act.

O Lord, you did not feel ashamed in the presence of your
sons and grandsons. I think this despicable deed was commit-
ted out of lust.

You are the grandfather of Devas and the great-grandfather
of the sages. How was it that you were not ashamed to see
your own body?

Something ridiculous has been committed in the presence
of the people. Here itself you stand despised. If this is to be
your idea, do remain so, O Lord. Obeisance to you!

How can I show my face to my companions ? How am I to
say, another wife has been brought by my husband ?”

Brahma said:

75. 1 was commanded by the Rtviks :“The time of initiation
is slipping away. No Homa is possible here without a wife. Fetch
(your) wife quickly.”

76. This girl was brought by Sakra. She was offered to me
by Visnu and shre was accepted by me. Do forgive me for this
only misdeed of mine. O lady of excellent holy rites, I will
not commit anything offensive any longer.

Isvara said:

77-79. On being told thus, she became enraged and
began to curse Brahma. “If adequate penance has been per-
formed by me, if the preceptors and the elders have been
propitiated by me, Brahmanas will never adore you (Brahma)
in any of the different kinds of holy spots, in any of the
Brahmana assemblies.

Your sole annual worship will be the Karttiki adoration
which all the Brahmanas will perform for you; nothing save
this. I curse you with this truthful utterance. I solemnly aver
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this. You need not be angry on knowing this: Undoubtedly
what is killed does kill.”

Savitri said:

80. Oh! O Sakra, a cowherdess was brought to Brahmai by
you. Since such a thing as this has been perpetrated by you,
you will surely get the fruit thereof.

81. When you will get involved in a battle, O Sakra, you
shall be bound by the enemies and brought to a miserable
plight.

82. You shall be stripped of all your possessions leaving
nothing for you. Your son will perish. You will be (confined)

in the city of your enemies. After meeting with great discom-
fiture, you may get released ere long.

83. After cursing Sakra, the fair lady spoke these words to
Visnu:

84-86. “At the instance of a Guru (Preceptor) you will be
born in the mortal world. Then you will experience the misery
arising from separation from your wife. Without your knowl-
edge your wife will be abducted and kept on the other shore
of the great ocean. Your senses will be smitten by grief.

You will get maximum suffering along with your brother.
You will become associated with beasts for a long time.”

87-89. Similarly the angry lady spoke to Rudra: “O Hara,
while you are in Daruvana, the infuriated sages will curse you
(as follows). ‘Oh! O Kipalika, O insignificant one, you desire
to carry off our wives. Hence this accursed Linga (penis) of
yours, O Rudra, will fall on the ground.’

Bereft of manliness, you shall be afflicted with the curse
of the sages. Your wife stationed on the banks of Ganga will
console you.”

90-91. "O Agni, formerly you were made by my son a
Sarvabhaksa ‘one eating everything’. One who kills a foetus is
unrighteous. Why should I burn one already burnt.

O Jatavedasa (Fire-god), Rudra will flood you with semen.
You will be scorched by the flames on holy substances.”

92. Then Savitri cursed all the Brahmanas and the Rtviks:

93-95. “You will always be going to holy spots and Tirthas
out of greed, taking Pratigraha (monetary gifts) for your Agnihotra
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sacrifice; thereby your wives and householdership will become
futile.

You will be always pleased and satisfied on the foodstuffs
served by others. You will be dissatisfied with your own house-
hold. You will perform Yajiias on behalf of those who are not
eligible and deserving. You will accept Pratigraha from despi-
cable persons. Your earning of wealth will be futile. Your
endeavour will be futile. Hence there is no doubt about it that
on death you will become Pretas (spirits, ghosts).”

96. Thus she cursed all: Sakra, Visnu, Rudra, Pivaka,
Brahma and all the Brahmanas.

97. After cursing she became calmed.

98. Laksmi then spoke to her friend (Savitri). Indrani the
lady with excellent countenance spoke to her (Savitri). So did
the other Devis. Then she (Savitri) said:

“I will not stay here. I will go to that place where I will not
hear this noise.”

99. Then all those young ladies went to their respective
abodes. The infuriated Savitri attempted once again to curse
them:

100-102. “Since these Deva-damsels have gone away leaving
me alone, I am very angry. I shall curse them too.”

“Laksmi will never stay permanently in one place. Even if
restrained, she will be very fickle and abide in houses of fools.

O Laksmi, by my curse I have restricted your residence to
these persons : barbarians, mountain-dwellers, despicable ones,
lepers, the talkative, the arrogant, the accursed, the wicked
and persons of similar features.”

103. After cursing her she cursed Indrani then.

104-106. “O haughty Indrani of evil actions, when Indra,
your husband of wicked actions, is held at the instance of
Tvastr and when the realm passes over to Nahusa, he will
requisition you saying ‘I am Indra. Why does this idle damsel
not serve me? If I do not get Saci, I will kill all the Devas.’
At that time you will get lost and suffer in a great forest. You
will be miserable by my curse.”

107. Then she cursed all the wives of the Devas.

108. “None of you all will ever get the delight of bearing
a child. You will be burning day and night in your misery due
to being called a barren woman.”
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109. She similarly cursed Gauri too. Then Savitri the
excellent lady of exquisite complexion, stood outside the
sacrificial hall of her husband and lamented loudly.

110-111. She was seen lamenting by Visnu and was
consoled: “O splendid lady of large eyes, do not cry; do come
to the assembly hall.

O splendid Brahmani, participate in the sacrifice. Enter the
excellent sacrificial hall and take up the girdle and the pair
of silken cloths. Become initiated, O splendid lady; I bow down
to your feet.” '

112. On being told thus she said to him “I will not do as
you say. I will go there where I will not hear this noise.”

113. After saying this much, she stopped and stood on a
higher place on the ground.

114. Visnu stood in front of her with palms joined in
reverence. Bowing down with great devotion he eulogized
thus:

Visnu said:

115. Obeisance to you, O great goddess, identical with
Bhiih, Bhuvah, Svah and the three Vedas. O Savitri that enable
one to cross the impassable (Samsara). You are remembered
as the seven-fold speech.

116. All the sacred texts of eulogy as well as features
thereof shall pertain to you. O goddess, obeisance to you.

117. You are white (fair), white in form (complexion).
Your countenance is similar to that of the moon. You shine
on the bosom of a deer illuminated by the rays of the moon.
You are embellished with the pair of ears fitted with divine
earrings.

118. You are Siddhi (Achievement). So also you are Rddh:
(Prosperity), Kirt: (Fame), Sri (Glory), Santati (Continuation
of Progeny), Mati (Intellect), Sandhya (Twilight), Ratri (Night);
you are the Dawn and Kalaratri (Nightmare) is your own self.

119. Just as the land furrowed ‘with a plough is to culti-
vators, the earth is to living beings, so also you sustain all living
beings.

Even as he eulogized thus Savitri of excellent holy rites
spoke to Visnu:
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120. “Dear Son, I have been perfectly eulogized by you.
You will become invincible. In your incarnations always you
will endear yourself to your father and mother.

121. He who eulogizes me with this excellent prayer shall
always be rid of all defects. He shall attain the greatest region.
122. Do go, dear son, and get the Yajfia concluded.

123. In the two future Yajiias at Kuruksetra and Prayaga,
1 shall remain by the side of my husband and carry out your
suggestion.”

124. On being told thus, Visnu went to the excellent
chamber of Brahma, O lady of excellent complexion. Savitri
came to Prabhasa.

125. When Savitri departed, Gayatri spoke these words:

126-133. “May the sages listen to my words which I utter
in the presence of my husband. I am delighted and am ready
to bestow boons.

If men adore Brahma with devotion, they will get garments,
wealth, grain, wives, happiness and sons. After enjoying hap-
piness without any break, abode, sons and grandsons as well
for a long time the devotee will attain salvation.

O Sakra, I proclaim this boon to you. In your fight with
the enemies, Brahma will go to the abode of the enemies and
get you released. You will get the greatest happiness due to
the death of the enemies along with their sons. You will rule
over the three worlds without any thorn.

O Visnu, when you incarnate in the mortal world and your
wife will be abducted, you will have great misery along with
your brother. You will then kill your enemy and regain your
wife. After accepting her in the presence of Suras, you will
rule over the flourishing kingdom. After reigning for eleven
thousand years, you will go back to heaven. Your fame will be
extensive all over the world and you will get the love and
affection of the people.”

134. Gayatri then spoke this to all those Brahmanas:

135. “Gods will become satisfied by propitiating you all.
You are Devas of the earth. All of you will become adorable.

136.137. The Devas will go after worshipping you and dis-
tributing many gifts.

Especially in Prabhasa you will perform the Japa of Gayatri,
the mother of the Vedas, and will cross everything (difficulties)
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with a single Prandyama. O excellent Brihmanas, you will
never become defiled by the defects of Pratigraha. (acceptance
of a Dana).

138. If food is given at Puskara, all the Devas will be
pleased. If one Brahmana is fed, it is as good as ten millions
having been fed.

139. When cash gift (as Dana) is placed in your hands all
men will surmount the sins of Brahmana-slaughter and all
other sins.

140. Due to the Japa and the three Pranayamas performed,
you will become honoured. Every sin on a par with that of
Brahmana-slaughter perishes at that very moment.

141. Gayatri repeated ten times destroys the sins commit-
ted in the whole birth (life time). If it is repeated a hundred
times all the previous, accumulated sins are dissipated and if
it is repeated a thousand times the sins of the three Yugas
are dispelled.

142. After knowing this and performing the Japa you all
will become worthy of adoration. There is no doubt about it.
No hesitation need be entertained in this respect.

143. After performing my Japa along with the Siras (head)
(i.e. the final foot) and Omkara of three and half Matras, all
of you will become worthy of adoration. There is no doubt
about it.

144. 1 am abiding in eight syllables. This universe is per-
vaded by me. I am the mother of all the Vedas. I am embel-
lished by all the Vedas.

145. By means of the Japa of mine, all excellent Brahmanas
meet with perfect achievement. Due to my Japya all of you will
attain domination over all.

146. A Brahmana may possess only the essence of Gayatri.
Possessed of perfect control and restraint : he is superior to
a master of four Vedas even if he be devoid of self-control
indulging in eating anything and everything and selling every-
thing indiscriminately. '

147. Here in this assembly, O excellent Brahmanas, Savitri
has cursed you all. Hence this boon has been granted to you
all by me. If a devotee makes any gift here or performs the
Homa rite, it shall be of everlasting benefit.
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148. The Brihmanas engaged in Agnihotra and perfor-
mance of Homa thrice a day will go to heaven along with
twenty-one generations of the family.”

149. In this manner, Gayatri granted boons to Sakra,
Visnu, Rudra, Pavaka, Brahma and the Brahmanas. After grant-
ing the boons, she remained by the side of Brahma.

150. The fact that Laksmi as well as all the youthful ladies
were severally cursed, was mentioned by Hari (Visnu).

151. Then Gayatri, the beloved of Brahma, granted a boon
to Laksmi.

152. “O my splendid lady, O my daughter, due to your
stay, men will be able to delight all. No one will despise them.
There is no doubt about this.

153. O lady of excellent countenance, all those who are
glanced at by you (favourably) shall be meritorious. Their
caste, family, habit and virtue shall be of highest order.

154. Men who are abandoned by you shall be miserable.
They will never shine in an assembly. They will not be favourably
considered by kings.

155. Excellent Brahmanas will shower blessings on them.
Great-grandsons, brother, father and preceptor will give them
gentleman-like treatment.

156-157. ‘You are my kinsman. I cannot live without you.
When you are seen my eyes become delighted and splendid.
The mind is highly pleased. It is the truth. I speak the truth
to you.” These and similar words good men will speak to that
person glanced at by you. They will delight persons.

158-160. O Indrani, after coming to Svarga, Nahusa will
solicit. Unable to see you, the sinner will get struck by the
curse of Agastya. He will be immediately turned into a serpent
and will request the sage thus. ‘O sage, I am doomed due to
my arrogance. Be my refuge.’ At these words of the king, the
sage will become merciful and speak these words.

161. ‘O scion of the family of Kuru, a king will be born
in your family. On seeing your serpentine body he will put
some questions to you and redeem you.’

162. Accordingly he (Nahusa) will abandon the state of
python and will go back to heaven. When a horse-sacrifice is
performed, you will once again go to heaven along with your
husband. O lady of excellent eyes, you will attain everything
through this boon of mine.”
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163. Thereafter, all the wives of Devas were addressed by
the delighted one (i.e. Gayatri): “You may be devoid of
children but will never be miserable.”

164. After granting boons thus, Gayatri honoured by the
world vanished even as all those were watching.

165. Then Savitri, the divine lady, came to the holy spot
of Prabhisa on the peak of Krtasmara to the east of Srisomesvara.

166. In the second splendid Dvapara in the Caksusa
Manvantara, a Yajiia was begun there by Brahma, the creator
of the worlds.

167. The noble-souled Devas and the excellent seven sages
attended that Yajiia. Those who had been earlier cursed in
the Svayarnbhuva Manvantara became esteemed then.

168. Ever since then, they resorted to the holy spot of
Prabhasa.

169. Savitri is the mother of the worlds. She blesses the
worlds. If anyone devoutly adores her in accordance with the
injunctions of the worship of Brahma, he will certainly have
a son.

170-172. A man who takes his holy bath in Pandukiapa
and views the five Lingas installed by Pandavas will attain the
benefit of a Yajia.

One who recites Brahmasuktas in the vicinity of the Savitri
Sthala on the Full-Moon day of the month of Jyestha, shall
be rid of all sins. Thus the famous story of Savitri has been
narrated to you. It is destructive of sins. One who devoutly
listens to this shall attain the greatest region.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYSIX

The Details of Savitri Paja

Devt said:

1-2. O Lord of Devas, O Lord of the universe, tell me the
story of Savitri, the beloved of Brahma, who stayed at Prabhasa.

It should include therein the whole traditional account
and the greatness of Vratas. It will contribute to the estab-
lishment of fidelity in women (to their husbands). It is con-
ducive to great rise and good luck.

Isvara said:

3. O great goddess, I shall narrate to you the great story
of Savitri who stationed herself in the holy spot of Prabhasa
in the sacred region. I shall also recount the excellent Vrata
performed by Princess Savitri.

4. There was a righteous king named as Asvapati® in the
land of Madra. He was engaged in activities bringing about
the welfare of all living beings. He was a favourite with the
inhabitants of towns as well as those of rural area.

5.  He was truthful in speech. He controlled his sense-
organs. He was a man of patience and forbearance. Unfortu-
nately he had no issue. That king undertook a pilgrimage to
the holy place of Prabhasa. In the course of his pilgrimage,
he came to the sacred spot of Savitri.

6. In the company of his wife, the king himself took up
the holy Vrata well-known as Savitri Vrata. It bestows all desired
benetits.

7. Goddess Savitri, the beloved of Brahma, the personi-
fied form of the Mantras Bhuh, Bhuvah and Svah, became
pleased with him and appeared before him in persan.

8. The Goddess holding Kamandalu (water-pot) vanished
from the scene. After a long time she incarnated as his
daughter with divine form and features.

9. Indeed, she had been given to him by Goddess Savitri

* This legend 1s based on Mbh.,Vana. Chs. 200-290.
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who was pleased due to the worship of Savitri. At the behest
of Brahmanas, the king named his daughter Savitri.

10. That princess grew up like the goddess of fortune in
an embodied form. Savitri of tender limbs reached the stage
of youth.

11. With excellent waist and large buttocks she resembled
a golden statue. On seeing her, the people thought, ‘Oh! Has
a divine girl come over here?’

12. The girl with large eyes resembling lotus-petals and
shining with her splendour performed Savitri Vrata as ex-
pounded by Bhrgu.

13. She duly observed fast, had head-bath and then she
approached the deity. The girl of excellent complexion per-
formed Homa in fire duly. She made the Brahmanas utter
sacred Mantras for the propitiation (of Savitri).

14. The fair princess, beautiful in form like Goddess Sri,
received Sesa (remnants of floral offerings to the deity) from
them.

15. After touching the feet of her father in paying respects
to him, she proffered the Sesa to him and stood by the side
of the king with palms joined in reverence.

16. Noticing that his daughter of divine form and features
had reached the youthful stage, he consulted his ministers
about a bridegroom for his daughter and said:

17-20. “My dear daughter, it is time that you are to be
given away in marriage. But no youth has approached me with
a request. Even after pondering over, I do not find any
bridegroom befitting ourselves.

You are to behave in a manner that will give no cause to
the Devas to despise me. My dear daughter, I have heard this
cited in sacred scriptures.

‘If without being consecrated (in marriage) a girl discharges
her menses in her father’s house the father earns the sin of
Brahmana-slaying and the girl is known as a Vrsali (Sudra).’

Therefore, I am sending you off in the company of aged
ministers. Hurry up. Choose your own husband and decide.”

21. Saying “So be it”, Savitri set off from their abode and
went to the beautiful penance groves of saintly kings.

22-23. There she paid obeisance to the feet of elderly and
venerable persons. After visiting all holy spots and hermitages,
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Savitri returned home along with the ministers. There she saw
the celestial sage Narada, the pure one, in her front.

24. The Brahmana was seated on his seat. The smiling girl
bowed down to him and told him why she had gone out into
the forests.

Savitri said:

25. “In the Salva’ territories there was a Ksatriya king well-
known as Dyumatsena. As ill luck would have it he had become
blind.

26. Even as his son was yet a boy (due to his weak point)
the noble Lord Dyumatsena’s kingdom was seized by a vassal
king Rukmin who was his previous enemy.

27. Along with his wife and the darling son yet a boy, he
entered the forest.

28. The boy grew up in the forest as an extremely virtuous

man. His name is Satyavan. I have mentally desired him as my
befitting husband.

Narada said:

29. Alas, it is a great pity, O king ! What has been
committed by Savitri is very pitiable. On account of her
childishness, Satyavag (Satyavan) though virtuous, has been
selected.

30. “His father tells the truth. It is the truth that his
mother speaks. You too do speak the truth.” Saying thus the
sages named him Satyavan.

31. He is always fond of horses. He makes horses out of
clay. He draws the pictures of horses too. Hence he is called
Citrasva also.

32. Satyavan is a disciple of Rantideva and on a par with
him in the qualities of liberal-mindedness. He is an adorer of
Brahmanas. He always speaks the truth like Sibi of Usinara.

:33. The powerful son of Dyumatsena is of exalted nature
like Yayati. Like the moon, he is pleasant to look at. In beauty
he can be considered as one among the Asvins.

* Region near Alwar and Jodhpur. Also known as Martikavata (De 127 &
175).
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34. He has only one defect. Nothing else. From now
onwards within a year Satyavan will give up his body. The span
of his life is very short.

35. On hearing Narada’s words the daughter said to the
king:
Savitrt said:
36. Kings utter only once. Brahmanas speak only once. A
virgin is given away only once. These three occur once only.
37. He may be long-lived or one with a short span of life.
He may possess good qualities or be devoid of them. My husband
has been chosen by me once, I will not woo another one.
38. One resolves mentally and then utters it verbally.

Thereafter it is carried out in action. Therefore, it is the mind
that is the authority.

Narada said:

39. If Your Highness approves this, let it be carried out
quickly. Let the marriage of your daughter Savitri be cel-
ebrated without any hindrance.

40. After saying this Narada flew up and went to heaven.
The king celebrated the rites of the marriage of his daughter
in an auspicious hour through Brahmanas of the neighbourhood,
who had mastered the Vedas.

41. On obtaining a husband mentally desired, the slender-
limbed Savitri rejoiced much like a man of meritorious actions
on attaining heaven.

42. Thus, O Parvati, even as those persons residing in the
hermitage were watching a few days elapsed.

43. The words uttered by Narada persisted in the mind of
Savitri day in and day out.

44. Many days elapsed and finally that particular hour too
arrived when Prince Satyavrata had to meet with death.

45-46. Even as Savitri was pondering over the words of
Narada, at nightfall on the twelfth lunar day in the bright half
of the month of Jyestha (the beautiful lady reflected this): ‘He
is to meet with death on the fourth day.” She observed Vrata
lasting the next three days; she therefore continued to stay
in the hermitage.
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47. On those three days, she took regular baths and
propitiated the deities. The beautifully smiling lady touched
the feet of her mother-in-law and father-in-law and paid her
respects.

48. Thereafter, taking up his axe Satyavan started towards
the forest. Savitri followed her husband as he went ahead.

49. Satyavan hurriedly gathered fruits, flowers, sacrificial
twigs and Darbha grass; collecting together some dry branches
(as fuel) he bundled them together.

50. As he was cutting wood, he suffered from severe
headache. Instantly he left the bundle of fuel wood and stood
leaning against the branch of a Vata tree.

51. He told Savitri “My charming beloved, a nasty head-
ache torments me, I wish to sleep for a short while on your
lap.”

52. The grief-stricken Savitri said : “O my darling of mighty
arms, do take rest. We shall go to our hermitage later to dispel
our fatigue fully.”

53. Savitri sat on the ground keeping his head on her lap,
when she saw a dark, tawny-coloured being.

54. He was clad in yellow garments and had a crown on
his head. He was brilliant like the rising sun. Savitri bowed
down to him and said sweetly:

55-656. “Who are you ? A Deva or a Daitya come to assail
and assault me? But beware, I cannot be swayed from doing
my duty, O lord. O most excellent being, know me to be a
blazing flame of fire.”

Yama said:

57. 1 am Yama, who controls and restrains, the terror of
all the worlds.

58. This husband of yours has come to the end of the span
of his life. Yet, O chaste lady, in your presence, he cznnot
be led away by my servants. Hence I have come personally.

59. After saying thus, Yama extracted forcibly the thumb-
sized inner soul from the body of Satyavrata (Satyavan) by
means of his noose.

60. Then he began to proceed along the path resorted to
by Pitrs. The beautiful lady Savitri too closely followed him.
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61-62. Yama spoke to her who was never tired, thanks to
the power of her fidelity to her husband. “O Savitri, go back
you have traversed here for a Muhiuirta. O lady of large eyes,
this pathway cannot be traversed by anyone.”

Savitri said:

63. I have no fatigue, I am not tired. Following my hus-
band is never tiresome especially in the presence of an exalted
person (like you).

64. Good people are the only resort unto good people,
none else. Husband is the permanent resort unto women. The
Veda is the sole resort unto all the castes and stages of life
and preceptor is the ultimate resort unto disciples.

65. There is a place of rest and refuge on the earth for

all living beings. But excepting the husband alone, there is
no place of resort unto women.

66. The son of the Sun-god (Yama) was pleased with these
and such other equally sweet words couched in righteousness.
He spoke to Savitri:

Yama said:

67a. O beautiful woman, I am pleased with you. Welfare
unto you. Choose your boon.

67b-70. With her head bent down out of modesty, she
asked for her own kingdom. She prayed that her noble-souled
father-in-law should get back his eyesight and the lost king-
dom. She requested for a hundred sons to her father and
another hundred for herself. (As a result thereof) She wanted
the life of her husband as well as attainment of Dharma
(righteousness) for ever. Dharmaraja granted her all the boons
and sent her back.

Having got back her husband, Savitri was highly delighted
in her mind. Freed from all worries she went back to the
hermitage along with her husband.

71. It was on the Full-Moon day in the month of Jyestha
that she observed this Vrata. Due to its efficacy, the king
regained his eyesight.

72. Then the king regained his dominion free from thorns.
Her father begot a hundred sons. She too gave birth to a
hundred sons.
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73. Thus the importance and the efficacy of the Vrata in
full has been narrated by me.

The Devi said:

74. Of what nature is that great Vrata, which was per-
formed by Savitri, O Lord? What is the procedure of that Vrata
in the month of Jyestha ?

75. Who is the deity in that Vrata ? What are the Mantras?
O Lord, what is the benefit? O Mahesa, do describe this
eternal sacred rite in detail.

Isvara said:

76. O goddess of the chiefs of Devas, may the Savitri Vrata
be listened to with great respect. O Mahesvari, I shall describe
the manner in which it was performed by that chaste lady.

77. Starting with the cleaning of the teeth on the thir-
teenth lunar day in the month of Jyestha, O fair lady, a devotee
should observe the restraints and have fast for three nights.

78. If one is too weak one should take meal at night but
must observe control of the sense-organs. On the fourteenth
day, food received without request (Ayacita) may be taken but
there shall be complete fast.

79. By taking the holy bath everyday in a lake, a great river,
a stream or in Pandukupa, O lady of excellent buttocks, the
devotee shall attain the benefit of all baths.

80. Especially on the Full-Moon day the bath should be
with mustard, clay and water.

81. O renowned lady, the devotee should take sand in a
vessel of the capacity of a Prastha or it may be any grain such
as barley, paddy, gingelly seeds etc.

82. In a vessel made of bamboo covered with two cloths,
the devotee should place an idol of Savitri, lustrous, beautiful
in every limb.

83. The devotee should make the idol of clay, wood or
gold in accordance with his capacity. A pair of red cloths is
to be offered to Savitri and a single white cloth to Brahma.

84-87. In this manner, the devotee should worship Savitri
along with Brahmai in accordance with his capacity by means
of sweet scents, fragrant flowers, incense, food offerings, lamps,
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full Kosatakas, ripe Kusmanda and Karkafi fruits, cucumber,
coconuts, date fruits, Kapitthas (wood apple), splendid Dadimas
(pomegranates), Jambus, Jambiras, Narangas (citrons), Aksotas
(walnuts), Panasas (jack-fruits), firakas, Katukhandas, jaggery,
salt, germinating seven grains etc. These should be kept in
vessels of bamboo. It should be coloured with Kurnkuma and
Kesara or beautified by means of silk threads.

88. Thus Savitri, the beloved of Brahma, will incarnate.

89. The devotee should worship her along with Brahma
by means of Savitri Mantra. Among others, the Mantra men-
tioned in the Puranas is recommended:

90. “Obeisance to you, O goddess, having Omkara in the
beginning, O goddess holding a lute and a book. O mother
of Devas, grant me exemption from widowhood.”

91. After worshipping duly thus, the devotee should ar-
range for Jagara (a night vigil) when groups of men and
women should sing and play on instruments, dance and laugh
throughout the night in the company of experts in the science
and art of dance.

92. Till the day dawns, the Brahmanas should be requested
to relate the story of Savitri making it interesting with songs
of good sentiments.

93-94. Thus the ceremony of the marriage of Savitri with
Brahma should be performed. Seven couples should be offered
white garments. Houses equipped with all requisite articles of
furniture etc. should be gifted. The image of Savitri should
be given to a Brahmana well-versed in the Vedas.

95. Or the presents may be offered to one well-versed in
Savitrikalpa or one who narrates the story of Savitri or to a
Daivajna (astrologer) adhering to Uficchavrtti (maintenance by
gleanings of rice-grains) or an Agnihotrin who is very poor.

96. After making the offerings thus duly, the devotee
should invite fourteen couples to a place beneath a Vata (a
Bunyan tree) during the night of Full-Moon.

97. When the day dawns and the morning arrives, all
articles of food should be brought to the Savitri Sthala (the
spot where the rite is performed).

98. After the cooking is concluded in strict hygienic con-
ditions, and with due safeguards for purity, the wise devotees
should invite Brahmanas accompanied by their wives.
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99. At the Savitri Sthala itself the feet of the Brahmanas
should be washed. The devotee then makes the Brahmanas
and their wives who have taken their bath take their seats.

100. O goddess, food should be served to the couple
sitting in front of Savitrl. Thereby it shall be deemed undoubt-
edly that I have been fed.

101. If the devotee feeds a second Brahmana couple,
Kesava will be deemed to have been fed thereby. The consort
of Laksmi, the bestower of boons will grant him boons.

102. If a third (Brahmana couple) is fed, it is as good as
Brahma accompanied by Savitri has been fed. Each one of the
meals there is remembered as akin to a crore of meals.

103. O great goddess, in the vicinity of the Savitri Sthala,
it is actually an offering to the deity of food in the form of
eighteen different dishes having all the six tastes.

104. There shall never be a widow in that family, nor a
barren woman nor an unlucky wretched one. There shall never
be a woman giving birth solely to baby-girls nor one incurring
the displeasure of her husband. The eight defects that usually
torment women will never affect them.

105. Hence by all means, foodstuffs avoiding pungent and
stale things, should be offered in front of Savitri.

106. Food offered to women should never be sour or
saltish. Five kinds of sweet dishes should be well-cooked,
seasoned and served heartily.

107. There should be pies full of ghee. There should be
plenty of milk. Pupakas should be made in that manner. A
second sweet dish is Asokavartika (Phenika).

108. The third Pupika should be with Kharjura (datefruit).
The fourth shall be Samyava (Halva) soaked in ghee and
jaggery.

109. This sweet dish of Pupika delights men, and women
are very fond of it. Through Pupikas that family shall be full
of wealth and food-grain and with hundreds of men and
_women.

110. If the Asokavarti (Phenika) is served, twenty-one gen-
erations of the family flourish. There shall never occur fever
or distress nor misery due to separation.

111. If the devotee offers Purikas his family shall be filled
with brides, sons, servants and servant-maids.
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112. If young women offer Sikharini (curds with sugar),
there shall undoubtedly be sons and daughter-in-laws to the
daughters in the family.

113. By offering Modakas (sweetmeat) as in charity the
whole family shall rejoice filled with all perfect attainments—
so says Pitamaha.

114. This type of food served to Gaurinis (women with hus-
band and sons) is splendid.

115. O goddess, a woman who feeds a thousand shall be
lucky, chaste, endowed with sons, wealth and prosperity in
every birth.

116-117. There are important good beverages, hearty and
sweet, such as Draksapana (grape-juice), the juice of tamarind
with jaggery. It is splendid with sugar candy and water added.
Such drinks should be offered to Brahmana Suvasinis (Gaurinis).

118. Fragrant beverages of other kinds should be befit-
tingly offered to the women of other castes.

119. The women should be adored duly with gifts of
garments and bodices. They should be smeared with unguents
of saffron. They should be embellished with garlands. After
honouring them with scents and incense, they should be
offered coconuts.

120. Collyrium should be given for their eyes; Sindiura for
the parting of hair on the head. Tasty arecanuts soft and sweet-
smelling, should be given in their hands along with the vessels
thereof. They should then be bowed down to and sent off.

121. The devotee then takes food along with the children
and kinsmen.

122. Or if meal could not be had at the Tirtha, the devotee
should take his meal after going home so that the goddess
may be pleased.

123. And, the devotee returns home and performs Sraddha
in accordance with the injunctions along with the offerings
of rice-balls. His ancestors become contented for the period
of a day of Brahma (a thousand Yugas).

124. O splendid lady, the merit of one who offers Sraddha
in his own house is eight times more than that of one who
offers it in the Tirtha. Base people in that case will not cast
their eyes on the Sriddha offered by the twice-born.
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125. Hence it is advised that the Sriddha of the Pitrs
should be performed in the isolated place of one’s own abode.
(If done outside it on being seen by the base persons) the
Sraddha is spoiled (as it) does not reach the Pitrs.

126. Hence with all effort, one should offer Sriddha in
secret. It is said by the Self-born Lord himself that it is pleasing
to the Pitrs.

127. The rite of feeding Gauri etc., which is performed as
a general rule is termed Rajasi (based on Rajas Guna). It
bestows renown on people.

128. This Dana should be offered always by one who wishes
for his own welfare. This is especially true in the case of
Sraddha, if a Sattvika benefit is desired.

129. This is the Udyapana (valedictory rite) of the Savitri
Vrata, O fair lady. It should be performed by men always for
the purpose of eliminating all sins. O goddess, whether it is
performed with or without a desire for benefit, the sin perishes
instantly.

130. By the people who perform the pilgrimage to the
place the following (benefits) is obtained: Good fortune in this
world, wealth, food-grains, excellent women etc.

131. If a man devoutly performs the pilgrimage or de-
voutly listens to the rules thereof he shall be rid of all sins.

132-134. On the Full-Moon day in the month of Jyestha
the devotee should perform Pradaksina (circumambulation)
along with offerings of fruit at the splendid Savitri-Sthalaka.
They may be one hundred-eight, or its half (54) or its half
(27). All his sins perish even if they may be very heinous such
as Agamyagamana (carnally approaching prohibited women)
committed deliberately. There is no doubt about it.

135-136. A devotee should make his wife fetch the water
from Pandukipa and perform Sandhya rite of Savitri. It may
be fetched in a golden pitcher or earthen pot, O fair lady.
If the Sandhya is performed thus it is as good as it is performed
for twelve years.

137. In the holy bath the benefit is that of a horse-
sacrifice. In Dana the benefit is ten times more. The benefit
is unlimited in fast and so in listening to the story.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTYSEVEN

Greatness of Bhuitamatrka

Ifvara said:

1-2. Thereafter, O great Goddess, a pilgrim should go to
the shrine of Bhitamatrka stationed there within a distance
of a hundred Dhanus to the west of Savitri.

She is accompanied by nine crores of Ganas and is crowded
with the company of Pretas and Bhutas (spirits). She is wor-
shipped in many ways by Siddhas, Gandharvas and other Devas.

The Devi said:

3. People in a group run about all round singing, dancing
and laughing rapturously in every village and town in the name
of Bhuta-Mata.

4. Like an intoxicated person they prattle and babble and
fall on the ground like an inebriated one. They run as though
very furious and drag others as though they are corpses.

5. People are made unhappy as though suffering from
delirium. Like a goblin, they wade through wine and muddy
slough of ashes.

6. Is this way shown by the scriptures or merely custom-
ary? O Lord, my mind is confused. Hence it behoves you to
clarify.

7  How is she to be adored by men residing in Prabhasa-
ksetra ? Why did the Goddess go there? When did she come?
On which day and in which month should her great festival
be celebrated?”

ISvara said:

8. Listen, O Goddess, I shall tell what you have in your
mind. It is my opinion that the devout will have faith.

9.  After the Caksusa Manvantara had elapsed and Vaivasvata
Manvantara had arrived, the Goddess was born as the daughter
of the Mountain as a result of the insult inflicted at her by
Daksa.

10. In the second Dvapara, you were given in marriage to
me by the Mountain. The marriage was celebrated delighting
all the Devas.
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11. O my beloved, I joyously sported about in your com-
pany in the Mandara mountain having many beautiful caves
with divine materials of sport. You appeared lustrous with your
plump, protruding breasts and big buttocks.

12. You appeared highly delighted and lustrous with a
radiant countenance resembling a white lotus. You appeared
like a new shoot issuing forth from the tree of the burnt
Kandarpa (Kimadeva). You (of plump protruding breasts and
big buttocks) were lying on a rich bed of great value and
beauty. So I made love to you.

13-14. In the intercourse with you that followed a hun-
dred years according to the reckoning of gods elapsed. Then,
O Goddess, there came out due to constriction, from your
watery secretion a woman with deep cave-like belly. She was
black in colour with a hideous face, tawny eyes and dishevelled
hairs.

15. She was Siva with a garland of skulls as her ornament,
wearing headless trunks and broken skulls on her head. She
held Khatvanga weapon and skeletons (in her hands). Torsos
and skulls were held up in her hands.

16. She was clad in the hide of a tiger. Small bells in her
girdle jingled. Damarukas (small drums) were played upon. She
filled the sky with her hissing Phetkara.

17. There were other women too at her sides. Listen to
their names from me. Their female companions, the Brahmana-
raksasis, were beautiful to look at.

18. They pervaded the entire earth. They had ten crores
of varieties among them and were well-established. Four among
them were the chief ones. They possessed great strength and
valour.

19. They are: (1) Raktavarna, (2) Mahajihva, (3) Aksaya,
and (4) Papakarini. All the Brahma-Raksasas over the earth
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